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1028 Questions,

WEDNESDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1931,

Mr. Speaxer (ITon. C. Tazlor, Windsor)
took the chair at 2.20 p.m.

QURESTIONS.
PrirwAcY BOARD OF QUEENSLAND.
~ Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane) asked the Home
Secretury—

“1. Who are the members of the
Pharmacy Board of Queensland?

“2. Are any fers paid to the mem-
bers, and, if so, what are the zmounts
raid to the vurious members of the
bonrd ?

3. T nder what section of the Phar-
meev Act ir the stafntm\ authority given

for pa\mont of fees to members of the
board ¢’

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
Peterson, Normaiby) veplicd—

‘1. President—7Y. L. Neilson.  Mem-

bers—Messvs. 4. B. Chater, J. C. Minnis,

J. Richardson, J. P. Davies, J. Lunn,

and R, C. Rutter.

2. Fees are only paid to members of
the board of examiners.

3. Paragraph (vii.) of subsection 1 of
section 80 of ‘The Pharmacy Act of
1917

ContrROL OF WINE SHOPS.
Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the
Home Socretary—

“Seeing that he is now piloting

through the House a very useful Health

[Mr. Dash.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions.

Act Amendment Bill to minimise prosti-
tution, venereal disease, etc., what
action does he propose to take to either
stamp out or considerably minimise the
traffic done in the several wine shops im
existence, where voung girls and roung
women very often frequent thereby put-
ting great temptation in their way and
no doubt leading many of them astray?”’

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
Peterson, Normanby) replied—
“The women police exercise a super-
vison over wine shops.”

PavMents 10 Banks 1¥ rReE Muxeaxa Rovan
COMMISSION.
Mr. PEASE (Herbert) asked the Premier—
“In connection with the payments to
banks of the amount of £68 8s. 4d., whick
is included in’ the return supplied by him.
as one of the items of costs of the Mun-
gana Royal Commission—(a) what are
the details of this expenditure; and (b}
what scrvices were rendered by the banks
to justify the public expenditure of funds
in this particular direction?”

The PREMIER (IJon. A. K. Moore,
Aubigny) replied—
“(a) Refunds of overtime paid by

banks to their officials for the prepara-
tion of particulars of various bank

accounts and the securing of relevant
cheques, deposit slips, ete.—

£ s d.

Australian Bank of Commerce 2 0 0

Bank of Australasia ... .. 50 8 0C

Bank of New South Wales ... 15 14 &
Refund to Bank of New South
Walss of cost of cartage of

ledgers to and from court 0 6 O

£68 8 4

S (b) The information sought was con-
sidered necessary by the (rown Law
advisers, and the banks were recouped

the cost of obtaining it.”

w3 oF Maix Roaps
REGISTRATION DUES.
Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

“1, Has a deci-ien been “xy
conneckion V\hh tho haif-veari
of main roads dues

2. What amcunt is
respect of these paymen

Pavuext or Az

ived at in
payment

in arrcars in
e

¢ 3. Will favourable Lox.aldmation be
given to the psyment of main roads
registration dues 1n instalments in cases

wheve the person Cfm(rrncd is unable to
meet the full smeount in one payment?”’

The SECRETARY ¥FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon, Godfrey Morgan, Murille) replied——

n

“1 and 3. It is considered that con-
siderable exnense would be incurred in
the collection of main rcads dues by
instalments, and, in view of the fact that
sympathetic consideration is alwars given
in cases of proved hardship, it is con-
sidered no alteration should be made in
the systom at the present time.

¢ 2, The amount outstanding at August
as shown is normal compared with pre-
vious years. The amount shown as out-
standing due on 28th September is.
current work, and cannot be wholly
looked upon as outstanding.”



Qu=stions,

AcrictLIURAL TRAINING OF Bovs AT RIVER-

VIESY,

My, BULCOCK (Burcoo) asked the Secre-
tary for Labour and Industry—

“1, Ts it a fact that an arrangement
has been completed whereby certain boys
ave to receive a training in agriculture
at Riverview?

2. If #o. how many boys will partici-
pate in {ho training, what will be the
duration of the course, and who will be
responsible  finencially  for the main-
tenance of the boys?

*3. What is the arca of the farm upon
which the boys arc to be trained?

4 What is the nature of the instrue-
tion it is proposed to impart?

5. On the completion of training, is
it proposed to make the boys so tramed
available to farmers?

6. What  conditions
their employment when
private farms?

7. Who ix responsible for the selec-
tion of the bovs who will be admitied
to training '’

The SECRETARY ¥OR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate)
replied—

“1. Yes.

2. Buccessive groups of approximately
twenty-five boys, The duration of the
course will be twelve weeks. The Go-
vernment will be financially responsible
for the maintenance of the boys, which

will be paid out of relief tax funds.

to
on

will  apply

absorbed

o gas Award
Wages. 30th June, 1930.

[30 SEPTEMBER.]

Questions. 102¢

3. Three hundred and sixty-three
acres.

‘4. Elementary rural training.

“ 5. Yes.

¢6. Individual agreement will be made
between the guardian of the boy and the
prospective employer.

7. Mr. A, B, Hall, Chauman of the
Apprenticeship Fxecutive.

PavmeNT axp CONDITIONS 0¢ NURSES AT
Brispane Gexnearn ospriman,

LCOCK (Bureoo) asked the Ilome

My,

Secre
“1. What were the wages and hours
prescribed for cach grade of nurses

cmploved at the Brisbane General Hos-
pital by the award in operstion at 30th
June, 18307

““2. What were the wages and hours
prescribed for ecach grade of nurses by

recently cuncelled?

the awvard

“3. What are the wages and hours at
precent  operating  in respeel  to  all
ar dd(\~.f

*4. What sections of the nursing staft

are being rationed,

and to what extent

does this rationing apply?

“5. As a 2
and a lengthening

further

reduction in wages
of the hours for nurses

at the General Hospital is now notified,
what are the projected wages and hours
for all grades of nurses employed?”

The HMOMIE SECRETARY

Peterson. Normanby)

Award Recently
Cancelled.

(Hon. J. C.
1ophed-—~

Present Rates

Trainees—
First year
Second year
Third year
Fourth year

Staff Nurses

£36 per annum
£45 per annum
£65 per annum
£73 per annpum

£110 per annum

Sisters £120 to £160 per annun,
with annual Inerements
of £10.

Matrons in  Hospitals *

whose average of
Of'cupled beds is— |
Under 6 . .. 1 £150 per annum

T'rom 6 to 11
From 11 to 35

£160 per annun

£170 to £200 per annum
with annual increments
of £10.

£200 to £230 per anhum,
with annual increments
of £10.

£270 to £270 per annum,
with annual increments
of £10.

£270 to £320 per annum,
with annual increments
of £10.

Trom 35 to 100

¥rom 100 to 200

From 200 to 300

Over 300 .. .. | £320 to £370 per annum,
with annual increments
of £10. Uniforms,
board and lodging
supplied in addition.

Hotsrs,

88 per fortnight exclusive of meal hou,s, not more
than 101 hours to be worked consecutively by any
employee other than Matron.

£32 per annun
£41 per annum
£61 per annum
£71 per annnm

£104 per annum
£109 to £149 per annuin

£144 per annum

£154 per annum,

£159 to £189 per annum
with annual increments
of £10.

£189 to £219 per annum,
with annual increments
of £10.

£219 to £259 per annum,
with annual increments
of £10.

£259 to £299 per annum,
“ 1th annual increments

t £10.
£799 to £349 per annum,

with annual Lerements
of 3 Uniforms,
board and lodgirg

supplied in addition.

06 per fortnight exclusive
of meal hourb not, more ;
than 10% hows 0 bo
worked consecutively b
any employee other
than Matron.

I

i from

| 18th September, 1931.
i

1

]

|

|

£55 198,

£85 145.

£92 58, to £126 5s. 1d. with
annual increments of
£8 10s, Senior Sisters

£134 158, to £151 15s, 1d.
(with annual increments
of £8 10s

General Matron £376.
Assistant Matron, £262 5s.
Matron, ILady Bowen
Hospital, £228 5s.
Matron, Children’s Hos-
pital, £219 15s.
Relieving Matron £185 155
Matron, Wattlebrae Hos-
pital, £185 15s.
Matron, Convalescent
Home, £185 15s,
Assistant Matron, Lady

Bowen Ho<p1tal £177
58.

Uniforms, hoard and
lodging  supplied in
addition.

96 per fortnight exclusive
! of meal hours, not more
| than 104 hours to be

worked consecutively by
i any employee other than
| Matron.
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“4, Tramed nurses {i.c. staff nurses
and ordinary sisters), six weeks during
twelve months or three weeks during
each half-vear.

5 Bee answer to No. 1. The hours
1ro the same as in operation prior to
exception of the employces from the
cperation of the Industrial Avbitration
and Conciliation Act.”

NCY AND  INCIDINTAL TONPENDITURE—
Brrxp, DEsF axp Doys IXSHITUTION.
Mr, A, JONES (B asked the Scere-

r Public Instruction—

“What o wa the ewxpenditure  on
CAizinte ce and Incideatals’ in respoct
to the Blind, Deaf and Dumb Tutitu-
tion for that part of the finsncial year
1933-1231 when this nstitution was ander
the control of the Department of Public
Tustvuction? 7

MATNTEN X

The
STRU
replic

SECRETARY FOR

P10 (Hon. R. 2L

“the Blind, Deaf and Dumb Tucti-
fution 1s not under the control of the
Department of Public Instruction., The
responsibility for 1lie administration of the
school for the blind and deaf was trans
ferred  to  the Department of Public
Instroction =5 from the 1st Februsry,
1931, The expenditure on acrount of
¢ Maintenance and Incidentals’ (exclud-
ing salaries) for the five months cnded
30th June, 1931, was: £351 12s. 54, In
respect of this period receipts from pupils
were paid direet to Consolidated Revenue
Fund.”

CHEQUES PHOTOGRAPHED IN ° SMITH'S
WEERLY.”?
Mr. KENNY {(Cvolk) asked the Attoruey-
General—

1“1. What are the particulars of the
cheques of which photographic copies
appeared in the last issue of ‘Smith’s
Weekly ”?

“2 In what way do thesc cheques
correspond with dividends arising out of
the sale of the Mungana mines to the
Queensland Government 2

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. T,
Macgroarty, South Brishane) replied)—
“1 and 2. The particulars are as
follow : —
Mungana Dividends.—Cheques—God-
dard (manager of Chillagoe smelters)

to Hon. A, J. Jones (Minister for
Mines).
Fifth Dividend—Date paid, 29th

January, 1924, Amount per share, 4s.
6d. Amount per 100 shares, £22 10s.
Date of cheque, Ist February, 1924.
Amount of cheque, £22 10s, .

Seventh and Eighth Dividends.—

Dates paid: Seventh—9th September,
1924, Eighth—31st January, 1925.
Amount per share: Seventh—6s.

Bighth—6s. Total, 12s.
100 sharcs, £60. Date of cheque, 25th
May, 1925. Amount of cheque, £60.

_ Ninth (Final) Dividend.—Date paid,
30th June, 1925. Amount per share,

Amount per

11s. 5d.  Amount per 100 shares, £57
1s. 8d. Date of cheque, 29th July,
1925. Amount of cheque, £57 1s. 8d.

ASSEMBLY.]

I may add that the cheques of whick
particulars were given in the article in
question totalled £304 1ls. 8d., onc-hun-
dredth part of which is £3 0+ 11d. The
nine dividends arising ount of the sale of
the Mungana mines to the Crown total
£3 0. 11d.

Mr. Dunsrax’'s Report 0N GEOPHYSICAL
MEeTHODS OF MuralL axD OQin DISCOVERY.
Mr. AT JONES (Puddington) asked the

Secrotary for AMiues—

“1. Is AMr. Dunstan’s report, as a
result of his visit to England and
Kurcpe to inguire into geophysical
methods of metal and oil discovery,

available?

“2. If so, being scientific and highly
techni will he have it published in
the ‘< Mining Journal’?”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N, B,
Maecgroarty, Seuth Iirisbane), for the SEC-
TARY FOR MINES (ffon. E. A. Atherton,
Chillagoe), replied—

“1 and 2. The main section of Mr.
Dunstan’s report was published in full
in® * Queensland  Government Mining
Journal’ for March, April, and May,
1931, Mr. Dunstan’s first report dealing
in general terms with his itinerary in
Kurope was published in condensed form

in  ‘Qucensland Government Mining
Journal ’ for January, 1930.”
WALLAVILLEA300DNIGHT SCRUB  RamLway.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Qucenton), for Mr.
BARBER (Bundaberg). asked the Secretary
for Railways—

1. What is the length of the exten-
sion made to the Wallaville-Goodnight
Scrub Railwayx ?

“2. How many bridges and culverts
hatc been constructed on the extension?

3% What number of men have been
emploved on the extension?

“4, What is the approximate cost to

53

date of the extension?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, 3urille) replied—
“The information is being obtained.”

TENDERS TFOR INSTALLATION OF Lirp AT
MaTERXITY HOSPITAL, BUNDABERG.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Quccaton), for Mr.
BARBER {(Bundaberg), asked the Secretary
for Public Worlks—

“1. The number of firms tendering for
the installation of lift at the JMaternity
Hospital, Bundaberg?

“2 Amount of tenders
respectivels—(a)  maximum;
mum ?

3. Were all the firms given the option
of quoting for both new and second-hand
lifts?

“4, Is it corvect that the Department
of Public Works and Home Departmentg
have decided to install a second-hand
lift ?

5. Was the installation of the second-
hand lift recommended by the Home
Department to the Hospital Board?

6. Was the insisllation of a second-
hand Lift recomnmnended by the Works
Department’s engineering experts?

submitted,
(b) mini-




Quostions.

k4

“7. What is the differonce between the
costs of new lft and sccond-hand Lift?
8. Flas the Hospital Beard accepted
the  Department's  recommendation  to
install a secoud-hand 1ift?”
The Q LCRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. R. M. KXing, Logan) replicd—
¢ 1. Four.
“ 2. («) £1,690; (b) £1,311.
% 3. No quotations for second-hal}d
lifts were called for, but one fixm, on its
own initiative, submitted an alternative
offer of a second-hand machine.
“4 to 6. The
sideration.

matter is under con-
£180 in respect of the particular
tmn.n received,

“8. See answer

)

(4 to 6).”

STATISTICS IN RE ACTIVITIES OF PTRLIC
CuraToR.

FVINSTANLEY ((:

aton) asiced tha

~ 1
“Lr QICYE b

° sh the following de
om with the activities

‘urater, nomely —
{a) ol profit cery by the cffice
siitce its inception to June, 18317
Yy Value »f aszets of Puliin Cura-
tor’s Office as at 30th June. 19317
(e} Approximate value of all cefates
being administered as at 30ch June,
1931?
) Reccipts since incuption of office
0 VOLH June, 18317
{€} ‘4.\]),-;(11‘&;1‘6 since inceptien of
office to 30th June, 19317

{f) Awmount lodged with Public Cura-
tor for 1nv0~tmont purnoses as at 30th
June, 183

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Brisbane) replied—

* The information is being obtained.”

STATISTICS IN RE ACY{TVITIES OF STATE GIOVERN-
MENT INsURANCE QrFICE.
Mr.  HANSON  (Reranda),  {for  Mr.
HHANLON {Jthaca), asked the Treasurer—

- “Will he furnish the following details
in conncetion with the activities of the
State  Government Insurance Office,
namely :—
(u) Total profits since the inception
of the office to the 30th June, 19317
(D) Vuluc of assets as at 30th June,
19217
(¢) Total amount of elaims
the office since its
June, 18317

_ (d) Total amount of receipts since
inception of office te 30th June, 19317

{c) Total amsunt of bonuses paxd or
credited to poliey holders si incep-
tion of office to Z0th June. 19317

(f) Fstimatod value of the saving to
the insuring public on account of redue-
tio1s 1n fue insurance policies up to the
end of the last financial vear®”’

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H.
Wynaum) replied—
“The details will be obtained.”

paid by
inception to 30th

Barnes,

SEPTEMBER.]
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INTERLOCKING Gaxcs AND PooLxg

Sysraar

My, KIRWAN (Dr L:»b/mf): I desire to ask
the Scys’rvy for Railways whether he has
an an to the fcllowing questions which
I address~d to him on 24th instant:—

Bamaway

“1, How mauy men are employed in
the interlocking gungs. and what are
the respective c]aswhcatloz:w, if any?

2. When
fntroduced,
) htlonc
' What | workly wage
rmd by thes h pooling
ieme for the resocetive callings?”

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

was the peoling systen
and what ave the general

FOVOTning sars !

Godfres MMovgan, Hurille) replied—
“I1.

¢ Classification. No.

ignal genger, Ist class ... 1
al ganger, 2nd class ... 1
gnal ganger, 2nd class (acting) 1
clesmiths 2

1l adju fer 1
Skilled labourers 16
Gurer 2

2. Gn 4th 2May, 1931, pooling com-
mencod at the rate of one week in four.
On  3rd August, 1931, pooling was
increazed to one week in two in conse-
nce of reduction in work and to save
rensing with services of a number of

2% to lo* 3. viz.

£4 13s. 9d.:

.Lst class,
g 2nd clan, £4 9s. 1d.;
slacksmy ‘Hl “8q 19s, 11d.; signal adjuster,
£4 1s. B4, skilled labouler £3 15s. 2d.;

£3 14s. 4d.”

ant labourer,

ALLOCATION OF KEXPENDITURE ON ‘° BUILD-
iNgs 7 BeErweeN  Day  LABOUR  AXD
C'ONTRACT.

Mr. BOW (Mitchell): I desire to ask the
Secretary for Public Works if he can give
me an answer to the following questions
which [ addressed to him on 17th Septem-
ber 1 —

1. What was the allocation of ex-
])endnuu‘ mcnrled in respect to ¢ Build-
ings’ during the last financial year from
both revenue and losn apportioned as
between (@) activities under the votes in
question carrvied out by day labour, and
(h) under contract?

‘2. What was the number of jobs, etc.,
undertaken by day labour by the Depart-
ment during the period in question?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(IIon. R. M. King, Logan) replied—

“1. (v) £49,605 6s. 8d.; (b) £76,853
8s b
‘2. 3232, Amongst these jobs theve

were 3,224, costing under £500 each, of
which 3,094 were small maintenance
items costing less than £50 each; there
were eight jobs costing £500 or more,
which were undertalen by day labour
for special reasons, such as the urgency
of putting the work in hand immediately
or the particular nature of the \\cuk
waking 1t unsuitable for a contract.”
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INADMISSIBILITY OF QUESTIONS TO
EX-MINISTERS.
Mr. KELSO (Nundal): I desive to ask
the hon. member for Paddington, without
notice, the following questions:—

“In view of the statement made by

the

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! It is not in
order to ask questions of any ex-Minister.

PAPERS.

The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—
Report and balance-sheet of the Public
Curator of Queensland for the finan-
cial year ended 36th Juue, 1931,
The following
table :—
Regulations under ““The
Emergency Act of 1931.”

paper was laid on the

Financial

FEDERAL AID ROADS AGREEMENT
APPROVAL ACT (VARIATION OF
AGREEMENT) APPROVAL BILL.

INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla): 1 beg to
move—

_“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to approve,
adopt, authorise, and ratify a further
agreement made between the Common-
wealth of Australia and the State of
Queensland in relation to the construc-
tion, reconstruction, maintenance, or
repair of Federal aid roads in the State
of Queensland.”

Question put and passed.

INCOME (UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF)
TAX ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgatc)
{2.45]: In rising to move the second reading
of this important measure, I propose to give
a general review of the operations of the
Act since its inception, together with a fore-
cast Qf future operations after this amending
Bill is passed. Before proceeding to do so,
however, there are a few general observa-
tions which I would like to make at this
stage.

First of all, it need not be repeated that
unemployment is not the local concern of
Queensland; neither need it be reiterated
that unemployment has not been created by
this Government. It existed before this
Government took office; and it is existing all
cver the world; but it is intercsting to note
that unemployment is not so acute in Queens-
land as in other parts of Australia and all
over the world.

Mr. Kizwax: That is owing to the

£5,000,000 which Labour left you when we
vacated office.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: In  Great Britain  they
have 2,500,000 unemployed, in the United

[Hon. H. E. Sizer.

States of America 6,500,000 unemployed, in
France—where previously it was stated that
there were no unemployed—1,500,000, in
Germany  8,000,000. The QCommonwealth
Statistician’s figures show the average unem-
ployment for Australia to be 25.8 per cent.,
whereas in Queensland it is only 14.1 per
cent.

Mr. KirwanN: That is more than doublo
since you came into office.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Showing—while I do not deny
that it is serious—that the position is not so
acute in this State as in other States of the
Commonwsalth or in many of the older parts
of the world, where they have more resources
in the way of gold and in other ways for
absorbing the people, I think these figures
show that this is not a local problem.

We come now to what is being done in
thos= other places to cope with unemploy-
ment in any way whatever, Dealing with
the Australian States, in South Australia
there is no relief work; but rations are
being provided at the rate of approximately
£1.600.000 por annum. In Victeria there 1s
very little relief work, sud they are spend-
ing approzimately at the rate of £2,000,000
in rehef rations, In New South Wales
there is very little relicf work, and rations
are being supplied at the rate of over
£6.000.000 per annum. Comparing that
with the fact that even under the amended
scheme we are budgeting in the region of
£850,000 or £900,000, for which work will
be done. the position in Queensland is easily
the best when comparison of numbers of
upemployed is made, and also from the
point of view of the value received by the
community from the efforts being made to
cope with unemployment. We are carrying
out the work of relief on better lines than
any of the other States of the Commonwealth.
Qo far as we can gather, the other States
have contented themselves with giving doles
and getting litile work in return; and the
position in other countries is similar. We
can say in thiz State that, whatever may.be
said about our scheme—and I do not think
iz is perfect by any means—it is at least a
comprehensive, organised scheme for dealing
with unemployment.

Yo much for a general review of the
1 come now to the necessity for

position, )
this Bill. I mentioned yesterday that last
vear. with a tax of 3d. in the 81, we

yeceived approximately £702,000, and by
very carveful administration we were able
te finish the twelve months with a surplus
of £2.000. When it is borne in mind that
we collected that sum of £702,000 by means
of relief tax stanps and by means of the
assessiments of the Commissioner of Taxes,
and that we administered the fund and
handled betwesn 25,000 and 20,000 men, and
that the total cost of administration was
onlv 4.3 per cent., I think it will be agreed
that great credit is reflected on the officers
of the Department of Labour and Industry
and those co-operating with them in the
work of administration. 1 pay to them the
tribute that eir due for the tremendous
amount of as ance they have rendered, for
the cnergy they are putting forth, and the
initiative thev »re displaying in helping us
io deal with this great problem at this
critical time.  They are doing excellent
work: and no one could gradge the cost of
administration of an ovganisation such as
this when it is carried on at such a low
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fAgure. I doubt whether any private busi-
ness concern with the corresponding agen-
cies we have to handle, dealing with 12,000
men scattered throughout the State, North,
South, IMast, and West, involving an
wrganisation of feremen and the distribu-
tion of engineers all over the State, could
show better results.

Alr. What
2088 Y

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: [ shall give the different
iterms directly; and I propese also to be
xuite fair to the House and to the com-
munity generally, and to give a review of
just where and how the money has been
~peni. I think the people ave entitled to
know.

Pease: shout the collection

It has to be borne in mind, first of all,
that the Department of Labour and Industry
has not =0 up a new organisation, which is
usually the czse in such new undertakings.
It is quite a common thing to see a new
organiretion provided in such cases, with a
fresh lot of officials to direct it, We have
sought and obtained the co-opcration of all
the ether deparunents, and this has made this
low administrative cost possible. The police,
especially, have done excellent work., They
are co-operating splendidly, and I have
recelved no complaint from the officers who
are doing this work. They are concerned
with giving the maximum amount of wages
to the men who ave unemployed, and their
attitude receives my warmest admiration.

Mr. BruceE: And getting® their
reduced at the same time.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I have heard some criticism
from members of the Opposition, which can
generally be divided into two classes. One
of them was developed by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition yesterday, when he said
in the first place that there should be no
tax.

My, Prase: 1 said you should keep your
promises.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : And in the next that there
should be increased pay for the unemployed.
I would ask him and hon. members gene-
rally : With the financial position as it is.
how is it possible to pay more wages if
there is no means of raising the revenue?
{ just put those two statements of the hon.
member side by side in order to show the
foolishress z}nd the insincerity of the hon.

e o AN Ty ]
member.  The point T would

make, so far as the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is concerned, is to remind him
that he took a prominent part in obtaining
the return to poves in New South Wales of
@ Government under Mr. Lang, which has
increased the unemployment relief tax to
1s. in the £1 and is spending £6,000,000 or
£7.000,000 per annum chiefly on relief
rations for the unemployed. If that is the
policy required by hou. nembers opposite,
then it is well that the Houss and the country
should know it. It appears to me that that
i« what they require.

The Government have been told that they
are not paving a sufficient amount to the
men concerned; but the ration rate, which
is the basis of the intermittent relief scheme,
is the same rate as was paid by the Labour
Government at a time when money was
plentiful and the cost of living was higher

wages

othor

onl
oy oincy
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than it is to-day. What do hon, members
opposite really want? The Commissioner
of Priees has shown that there was a decline
of 8.8 per cent. in the cost of living betwren
June last year and June this year. He has
also shown that for the March quarter of
1920 it recuired 40s. 4d. to provide a certain
quantity of food and groceries, wheress for
the June quarter of 1931 the amount required
to purchase a similar quantity of food and
groceries was only 23s. 2d., or an improve-
ment in the purchasing power of 125, 2d.
Those figures definitely prove that the cost
of livirg has fallen, and that contention is
supported by every Arbitration Court in
Austrelia. be-ause wages have beon reduced
accordingly in everr instance. If we had
followed the effects of the judgments of
Arbitration Courts, we would have reduced
the ration rates by at least 10 per cent, If
we did that—and it would be a logical
course to pursuc—we would reach this posi-
tion—that, instead of a man, wife, and four
children being in rcceipt of 28s. 6d. per
weck, they would receive 25s. 8d. per week.
Under the scheme introduced by this Govern-
ment a man does not receive 28=. 6d. per
weel; but he gets three days work per
week in the serviee of the community, for
which he rvecsives 32:, Do the Opposition
want us to g» back to the ration rate:
or do thev wish us to continue the scheme
which provides for three days’ work per
week with a pavment of 32s.7?

Mr. Hyyxes: We want you to place ths
tax on the shoulders of those best able to
beat it.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Hon. gentlemen opposite can-
not have it both ways. We could abandon
the scheme and go back to rations, but the
people would get less, If we did that, we
would still keep at the same rate as Labour
maintained when they had millions of money,
and when there was a period of prosperity.
We could abandon the present scheme to
which hon. members opposite offer plenty
of criticism, and could save a tremendous
amount of departmental administration by
going back to rations, whereby the men
would get less money than they do to-day.
I ask hon. members which they prefer?

Mr. HynNes: That is not the only alterna-
tive,

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: That is the alternative.
What do hon. members opposite mean?

Mr. Hynes: You could raise sufficient
money by taxing the people who have got
it, and exempt the people who cannot afford
to pay the tax.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I will deal with the_interjec-
tion of the hon. member for Townsville later.
He said yesterday that #there were no
travellers at the time the late Government
were in power. 1 will quote figures. and
class the interjection of the hon. member
in the light of the accuracy of that specific
statement. We have to bear this fact in
mind—that this Government increased the
rate in a time of depression, although it has
called upon those men to give service to the
community; but an overwhelming majority
of them are prepared to give service to the
community. 1t must be also remembered
that periodically the Government give one
extra day a week to intermittent relisf
workers to enable extra conditions to be

Hon. H. &. Sizer.]
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obtained. Surely that shows that there is
some appreciation of the position by the
Government, and that an earnest attempt
is being made to give to the workers a
maximum advance, in contradistinetion to
the callousncss displayed by those in power
prior to the advent of this Government !

While we are making that point—and it -

should be made—it is worth while showing
what the Government arc doing for the
unemployed as compared with what Labour
Governments in other States of Australia
are doing. That is a fair test. The argu-
ment the Opposition are attempting to make
is that, if they were in power, ther would
give a greater measure of relief and a
smaller tax. Labour claims to be one party
in Australia, although I know that it is
smashed to smithercens at the present time.

Let me quote the rates. Is there any
reason to believe that Labour in this State,
which never did anything for unemployment,
will be different from other Labour Govern-
ments in Australia? For the information
of hon. members, let me qucte the amount
of relicf given in the various States.

The ratez for a man, wife, and onc child

are—
s. d.
Victoria .00
New South Wales ... 14 8
Scuth  Australia L1204
Queersland—
Rations .. 18 ¢
Intermittent work 21 6
The rates for a man, wife, and three
children are—
s d.
Victoria 183 ¢
New South Wales ... 19 72
South Australia Lo 1T 4
Quecnsland—
Rations .. 25 0
Intermittent  work 27 0

The rates for a man, wife, and six children
are—

s. d.
Victoria 17 6
New Scuth Wales 27 85
South Australia 24 10
Queensland—
Rations .. 3 6
Intermittent work 38 0
The rates for a man, wife, and eight
children are—
s. d.
Viectoria 20 6
New South Wales 27 8%

Mr. Brrcocx: To which must be addea
childhood endowment.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: Not at all. (Interjections.)

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY :

s, d.

South Australia 29 10
Queensland—

Rations .. 42 6

Intermittent  work 44 0

Ii there could be any more complete expo-
sure of the hollowness of the arzuments
advanced by hon. members opposite, then
I should like to find it. I repcat that no
attempt was made to handle unempioyment

[flop, H. . Sizer.

in any form hefore the present {(sovernment
took office.

Ar. Bruee: It
ment luughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I do not desire to quote the
figures quoted by my predecessor in office,
but hon. members will remember that they
nuinhered many  thousands.

Mr. W. Forcan Suira: We will give you
the ficures up to date on the same basis, if
you like.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY:  The TLabour Government
were troubled with unemployment, but they
ran awsy from the trouble and did szothing

k51 didn’t  exist.  (Govern-

to case the phght of many people. Now
hon. members who sappoited the Laboar
Goverument and who ¢ itting on_ the

henehes opposlie are
grauine atrompt t%) o

g to beliie a
ome the position.

They would olegedl M wWe ave
doing; but the ab - of their argums it

i3 shown by the fact that
ments in other States v similar
srisis are not doing ws m s owe are
doing in Queepsland.,  Sumawming wp  the
po-ition, 1 would emphasise that although the
purchasing pover of ni is groater to-day
than wiwn the scheme was inavzuorcted, tho
rate pavable under the scheme has not been
lewered, but, oun the otiwy hand, hus been
incrensed,

L'oming new lo the question of collaction
and a voview of the work which heas been
done, we are frequoently told that this money
i~ all speut in Brizhane.

Mr. Bricock: So it is

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Neot at all.

AMr. O'Erere: Generally speaking, it is.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: That is incorrect, as the
following official figures will disciose: -

VErI-

) |
No. of

Bxpenditure i Percentage
-— under Relief { Unem- | of Unem-
Scheme. ployed. J ployed.
. |
Metropolitan | 270,000 | 12,000 | 60
Area !
Country 400,000 9,000 i 40

Mr. Buncock: Are all sources other than
Brisbane deemed to be country sources?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND

INDUSTRY: 1If the hon. member can
understand plain English, he will realise

that £270,000 was spent in the metropolitan
area and #£400,000 outside the metropolitan
area. (Opposition dissent.)
Mr. SPEAXKER: Order!
Mr. Brrcock: Does that
hampton, Toowoomba, etc.?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Is Rockhampton in the metro-
politan area? (Opposition dissent.)

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must insist on
hon. members obeying my call to order. A
continuyous fire iof interjections makes it
guite impossible for the debate to be car-
ried on 1 the orderly manner in which it

Rock-

include



should be cavried on, T ask hon. members to
restrsin themselves.
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
VDUSTRY : Let me repeat those figures.
My, Burcocr: Repeat them honestly
Ay, SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND

NDUSTRY : I resent the hon. member for
Barcoo i thint I have quoted the
figures wnestly,  These figures—which

ave token from the official records audited
by the Auditor-Gencral—have bezn supplied
t5 me by the Under Sceretary of my depart-
and they dizelose quite definitely that
> expenditure in the metropolitan area was
£270.050 as  against an expenditure of
1400,000 in the country; that is, outside the
opolitan arca, although the figures also
that thic percentage of unemployment

show
was €0 per cent. in Dirizbane compaved with

40 per ecnt. in the country.

Thosn arc the official figures, and the hon.
nember can read them for himself. Those
ires complet: lv answer the allegation that
+ have spont all the money in the metro-
politan arca. Thoe actual faect is that the per-

centage of unemployment iz greater in the
nevropolitun area, and we have been draw-
iy men from the metropolitan area and

sending thom to the country districts.
Mr. Hyxes: What about Townsville?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : 1 will give the Townsville
ficures presently.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
hion. gentleman to address the chair and not
talke notice of interjections in the way he
is doing. If he addrvesses his remarks to
the chair, ke will probably find that he will
get on very much better. I must insist on
a cessation of these continual interjections.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
I\“DDSTRY Having given the figures as
to how the monay Das been spent, it 1Is
necessary to say on what work it has been
expended. I regret that at fimes it is
necessary to do soimze work which is not
purely economical. Everyone knows that the
atmt must be to get the maximum amount
of value—reproductive value and economic
value—for any money that is spent; and I
claim that that has been done. I propose
to quote the definite work that has been
doro. It wmust be borne in mind that we
have not built up any new organisation. All
relief work has bheen done through the exist-
ing departments. This is a summary of the
work done under the various departments:—

The Main Roads Commission has con-
structed—467 miles of road to main roads
standards, including some hundreds of cul-
verts and bridges; seven aeroplane landing
grounds have been cleared and prepared;
six large drainage schemes haxe been com-
nleted, *)'Lrtlculﬂllv the main drain at Rock-
hnmpton, numerous parks and reserves have
Been improved: and 130 acres have been
cleared and ploughed for the tobacco farms
at Zfareeba
The Public BEstates Improvement Branch
13 conbtmotnd 197 milss of access roads in
Upper Durnett and Callide Valley land
settlement areas (214 selections taken up);
200 inverts and culverts; a bridge ACTO8s
Prospect Creek and a bridge over the Nogoa
I\i\m 58 acves of scrub have been feiled

; of reeesi roads have been

st Biloela; 24 miles
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constructed at Upper Tallebudgera; the
Cootharaha lake channcl has been deepened
and other minor works have been carried
cut,

The Departmnent of Public Works has im-
proved over 100 school grounds, including
excavation, grading, making of roadways,
preparing of basket ball courts, tennis courts,
sports grounds. playerounds, cmcl\et pitches,
fcotball grounds, the filling in of uuswhtly
holes and  gullics, and generally giving
every faci 't) for mw alshalhnff the children
and teaching them hew to pl'x}

All these improvements have been of dis-
tinct benefit; and I ask any member to say
whiether 16 is a waste of money to provide
for the future citizons of this State br making
playing arcas in which they will learn to
play the game of life, and fo make this
State the great State it will become. If that

is a waste of .morey, well I plead guilty to
the charge
I ask the lon. member for Buranda
whether we nu‘o not cfferted improvemonts
to the schocls in hi ste.  Of eourse
we has xhw i @4 of the mistter
But 4 our activ in
is open to hon. members
to eritic “he exprnditare
. and to whether  they
sponding it y or not.
Then take the Foreztry Department.
In cleven istricts of the Htate, ring

fiom HKecham in the north to Stasthorpe in

uth. from Frazer Island in the east
to Inglewood in the wost, no less than 828
acres have boen planied with 562,600 soft-

soedlings; 1.194 acves of forest plauta-
wera tended and cleanad; 20,485 acres
| forcsss were improved; 147 miles
lines wore covstructed and main-
tained; 5 miles of fences were erxe ctedy; B
miles of rvoad were constructed in forest
arcas: 515 acres of serub were felled for
plantdtlon purposes; and 130 acres of maxze
were planted as cover crops for
and 1,101,000 seecdlings were raised and
ended in purserics. I ark if that money has
been wasted.

In conjunction with the local authorities,
we have done work thloumout the State
under this scheme. vactically every hon.
member has had some \\'ork constructed by
his local authority, I ask hon. members
cpposite if the local authorities in their
clectorates have wested the money. If so,
I cannot Leld re:ponsible; but I say
definitely that they have not wasted the
The work has been approved of by

wood
tions
of naturs
of 0

money.
the Comnissioner of Jain Roads, and 1t
has been economically done. and has been

of tremendous \"111,1(‘ to the loecal authorities
of the State. And I would point out that
there ;0 interest charge to operate as a
boomerang at a later c’ te,
bane City Council.
(*11t1c,1<nd through the
City Council, on the avound that the work
Lhat is being done is not reproductive. We
desirous of carrving out reproductive
w mls‘ but the trouble has been, and is still,
that the local anthorities cannot provide their
portien of the material from their finances.
That is the onc big trouble. The local
authorities ceuld do much more permanent
work if they had more resources with which
to buy material. In view of that posiiion,
one should resiise thet the local aut}*oritlm
are circumscribed; particularly when we

Hon. H. E. Sizer.]

I now come to t!
The department 1s
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bear in mind that the Brisbane City Council
has to provide work for 5000 exira men.
I ask any hon. member, whether he be con-
nected with a private organisation or not,
if he could casily absorb an additional 5,000
men.  Under the circumstaness a great deal
of work has been done by the Bnbbane City
Council. as \“1]1 be scen from the following
statement :

Mileage of new streets formed and made
trafficable, 58 miles; mileage of streets
wcondltlo'led 176k 1’11]103, mlleagp and class
of drains c(mstluctcdv—

Milex. Chains.
New open-cut drains .9 51
Open-cut drains cleaned and
gruded . o1 40
Storm-water and general
sewers [pipes from 9-in. to
6-ft. diameter) .2 51
Sectional sewers—house
drainage ..U 19
Mileage of spade-cut  water-channelling

cleansd and trimmed, 260 miles,

In addition to that, the Drisbane City
Council has performed the following:—
Reclamation work and flood preven-
rion work-—
(¢} Clearing mangroves, ete., from
9 miles of the banks of Breakfast
Creek.
() Included in item 3—ncw open

euts—approximately 5 miles were for
reclamation and flood prevention. In
addition to this 2 miles 34 chains of

open  cuts  were made in  mosquito
infested swamps.
Foreshore work—3,840 lineal feet of

new stone wall constructed; 6,000 lineal
feet of old walls repaired; 1,000 cubic
yvards of filling placed behind walls.

Parks work—Twenty-six parks were
worked on—approximately 175 acres
were cleared, levelled, etec., to form
sports grounds; 2 miles of road: and
drives  reconditioned, widened, ete.

Extensive planting of trees, etc.; at Vic-
toria Park an eighteen-hole golf course
constructed.

Victoria Park has been converted from an
eye-sorc into a benefit to the community and
a revenue-producer to the city and the State.
To-day, in spite of =all the difficulties of
the Brisbane City Council and all the criti-
cism which occurred because here and there
one sees a man doing a non-productive job,
we can say that something has been accom-
plished.

Again, the following

work has been done:—

Sewerage—At Toowong, over an avea

of 66 acres, 12,645 lineal feet of sewor

and house connections, also fifty-three
manholes were constructed.

Any other work—including gravel and

metal produced—

sewcrage and other

cu, yds.
Gravel 18,173
Metal 19,674
Spalls 6,128
Overburden 14,000

These ave things which have been accomn-
plished to the definite and permanent
unprovement of the rity.

of the Rail-
The application of the

Sizer,

That brings me to the work
way Department.

[ Hon, II. E.
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Governmeni relief scheine to
generally has extended over a large area,
and it has beon introduced in each division
of the State, viz.,, Southern, Ceniral, and
Northern. The prlnmpal work undertaken
in the metzopolitan area was an improve-
ment at Roma Street, where

(¢) A large section of the market shed
and portion of the zouthern and western
goods shed were dismantled, and the
buildings were re-erected in the north
vard, with consequential alteratious to
sidings and construction of additional «id-
inr accommodstion; and

(0) The hill between the southern snd
western shed and main line was also
excavated and material wtilised for fii-
ing-up purposes.

The largest number of relief workess emn-
ployed on this work at oune time was 110.
rfhl\ will all make for the more Lconomlcm
handling of traflic.

In addition to that. from the Unemploy-
ment Relief Tax fund we have completed
the work on the North Coast line of re-
grading the section between here and Gym-
pie; and last Thursday the first train went
over the mew line, conveying 510 tons of
freight, compared with the previous best
load of 370 tons. It is purely a matter of
mathematical calculation to determine how
long it will be before that work becomes
fully productive and pays for itself. Bear
in mind alio that the portion of the work
which we have done under this scheme repre-
sents no intcrest burden on the commumty,
it has been paid for, and the benefit will
be felt by the community as the years go
by. In addition to that, we have constructed
20 miles 24 chains of branch lines, including
all equipment, such as earthworks, formation,
permanent way, bridges, ete. That work
includes the extension of the line to the
Goodnight Scrub which will open up that
timber area, and bring extra traffic to the
railway systom‘

The department has also relaid 6 miles
12 chains of linc; and the regrading of
lines, involving also the construction of devia-
tions, tunnelling, steel and concrete bridges,
concrete culverts, etc., was carried out for
31 miles 33 chains.

Certain branch lines were reconditioned
for a total distance of 33 miles 57 chains,
which work involved the lifting, packing
with sand aund ashes, and yespacing of
sleepers. The rails on the Winton- \pun'h
vale line were removed for a distance of
94 miles. A considerable amount of guarryv-
ing work for the purpose of obtaining stone,
gravel, and sand was undertaken at various
places. Other works performed consisted of
the 1’(\1110\'&1 and re-crection of buildings:
cleaning out cuttings; construction of siding
accommodation: levelling and improving
station yards: repairs to roadwars and path-
repairs  in  consequence ot flood
drainage, O\C(LV‘d.tIOV) to improve

water supplie loddmg of ., stone, and
gravel: iruprovements to cesses i reclamation
work by hiling up ground, ete. Is th

aductiv
hin  tha
exPrisa-

reproductive work, or is it not re
eork?  Does that werk come
category of * chipping grass "—an
sion which s used so glibly?
Judging by the interject
memby opl.ogx(o one  raust
thor objeer hecause o are

fons  of  hom
conclud> that
doing werk of
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a permanent charvacter. On the onc hand,
we are criticised for carrying out non-
productive work; and, on the other hand,
we are criticised for pelfmmmg work that
is productive, Those contradictory attitudes
¢reate an impossible position; but I do
helieve that the majority in this House and
ihe maijority in the country will admit that
the Government have achieved quite a lot
of reproductive and developmental work.
In addition, many men have been financed
from the fund to enable them to prospect
for gold all over the State. Is that non-
vroductive work?

Mr. Bruce: That was done by the Labour
Government.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Not to the same extent. If
we had 1o depend upon the consolidated

<venue, then the work could not be done to
the same extent at the present time.

Mr. CoorEr: Does not tho taxation
secured under this law amount to revenue?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: It is not credited to the
consolidated revenue. It is entirely different
from the vrevenue obtained from income
iaxation and other forms of taxation. Im
the latter case the revenue is utilised for
the maintenance of the ordinary services of
the State; but the taxation secured for
uncmploymcnt relief purposes is earmarked
fer a specific purpose. The tax is levied
upon those who have, with a view to pro-
viding a fund to assist those who have not
for the time being. The money is returned
to circulation, and is not lost to the com-
munity. It also aids in the adjustment of
meomes during a time of abnormal depres-
sion. 1h1q is probably one of the most
drastic steps towards socialism  that this
Government will ever take. I am sure that
hon, rmmbcrs will appreciate the difference
between the ordinary revenue for the main-
tenanca of the services of the State and the
revenue derivesd for the specific purpose of
alleviating unemploynient.

I have not given the whole of the ramifi-
cations of the depaltment With the aid
of the fund, we have been able to co-ordinate
the souial organisations of the community.
The oocml Service League is doing a con-
sideral.le amount of good work.

Mr. Brree: The CGovernrent
agsist it.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUBTRY : The Government have asasisted

will not

the league by making available from the
fund a sum of £5,000, and we have been able
to give work to a number of girls and to

pay them to provide a service for the uncem-
plozed.

Mir. Hyxes: What number?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUBTREY : Tp to date, work has been
given to 120 givls & =+ e"k but it is now
proposed to cutend this b\‘t“nl to other
centres as and when it becomes nceessars

Mr. Haxrox: The givls receive work one
dar a month,

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : No—one day a wesk in the
most necessitous cases. More girls will be
employed as fait as we can make provision
for them, and as the 1eed becomes greater.
It must not be forgotten that before this
Government attempted to grapple with the
unemployment question, and before the pre-
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sent deparlment was eppointed by the pre-
sent Government to admainister it, girls were
not provided for at all

Mr. Brucg: Of course they were.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: They were not provided for
at all. They received nothing. To-day girls
receiwe an allowance for services rendered,
and other allowances are made to them.
This 1y a drain on the funds, but it is a
justifiable drain. What is more, this depart-
ment of the governmental activity is being
extended. Surely that is some benefit! We
are not competing with industry generally,
and the work is wholly and solely for the
benefit of the unemployed. It must also be
borne in mind that, since this department
was created by the Government, we have
raised the age of boys cligible to be included
in the relief family from fourteen to eighteen
years, while unemployed girls are included
up to any age. That is a departure never
attempted by any previous Government.
That has been a justifiable expense under
this scheme. In addition, we have adopted
the principle that the =1ng1e man who is the
breadwinner of the family and has depen-
dants, becomes eligible .for relief on the
same basis as the married man. This is
another concession which was never previ-
ously thought of or considered. Thosze are
matters of administration that were never
attempted by any Government until the
present Government introduced this scheme.

We have also inaugurated a system
of farm training at Riverview for boys
in order to equip them for going on
the land. That is another charge on

but it is a justifiable one.
hean compelled to

the fund;
The Government have
maks expoeriments in cvery direciion pos-
sible. Hon. members must bear in mind
that, when this scheme was created, there
was no precedent to follow; and every move
made was more or less experimental before
a larger scheme could be embarked upon.
This training scheme for boys is intende:d to
equip them with the fundamentals of farming
to enable them to go on the land and be of
some value to farmers. If it is successful,
and if the response both from the farmers
and boys warrants it, there will be a further
expansion of the scheme mnot only in the
metropolitan area but in other parts of the

State. To-day we are forced to make experi-
ments at the nearest point of contact, and
where facilities can be afforded at the

cheapest possible rates. Portion of the fund
is being expended in that direction. Every
person knows that the boy problem is a
most acute one, and our endeavour in this
crisis i3 to give some measure of relief. On
12th October another experiment will be
embarked upon. Under this scheme 1,000
boys throughout the State will be given a
vocationsl tralmrm' in part. That Sl be
a further charge on the fund.

Mr, ForLEy: What are the boys going to
do when they get the training?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : That is the problem; but the
point to be borne in mind is that a general
crisis exists all over the world, and that
these problems cannot be solved by a wave
of the hand. If the man can be discovered
who is able to solve them, then he should
be enshrined.

Mr. KirwaN: You were returned to solve
them in six months.

Hon. H. E. Sizer.]
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The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : At least there has been an
earnest and honeei effort to tackle a pro-
blem, the magnitude of which was never
known before. We have attempted to deal
with the problem in a more comprehensive
manner than has bcen attempted in any
other State. Of course, if the world’s
markets improved by 50 per cent., it would
go a long way towards solving our pro-
blems; but I have never claimed at any
stage that the scheme which we have put
forward is a solution of unemployment. We
do, however, aim to provide a scheme under
which that section of the community which
is affected will be able to maintain its self-
respect and morale. Hon., members will
realise that, if boys are given the opportu-
nity of acquiring a vocational training, their
minds will be directed along channels that
malke for improvement. We shall endeavour
to establish an unemployment burcau in
connection with this part of the scheme, and
will undertake systematic canvassing for
employment for these boys in the country.
Whilst engaged on that work the boys are
taken from the harmful influences of inac-
tivity, and their minds will be occupied. It
is an infinitely better proposal than has ever
been attempted previously, and if it is only
partially successful it will have done some
good. That work will mean a charge on
this furd, and if the scheme is extended it
will mean a further charge on the fund. I
ask the critics of the Government and the
critics of the scheme can it be truthfully
said that money is wasted when spent in
that direction?

Coming now to the question of land settle-
ment, hon. members will have read the con-
troversy which has taken place lately as to
the merits snd demerits of land settlement
under certain circumstances. 1 want to make
the position quite clear. Whilst the Govern-
ment do not close their eyes to the possi-
bilities of land settlement as a help in
absorbing a portion of the unemployed, they
object to the promiscuous putting of men
on 5 acres of land, irrespective of the quality
of the land, of the markets available, and
of the prospects of sucenss. The Government
do not propose to go on with any such foolish
scheme,

Mr. Murrax : Nobody ever suggested that.
The SECRETARY TFOR LABOUR AND

INDUSTRY : The proposal put to me was
to put men on b acres of land on which they
would he at least 60 per cent. self-supporting.
ho is to provide the remaining 40 per

The history of soldier scttlement is
very fresh in our minds; and we know of
onc instanca where £850,000 was placed on
the HMstimates of an Australian State to
provide for farmers settled on properties

insufficient to wield a reasonable living.
Regardle of all these things, we have
people still contending that land settlement

on small areas is a solution of the problem.
We do not say that land settlement does not
offer a future. Wherever a moan can geb
land of sufficient area to make his prospects
of success likely, the department will investi-
to his cace and assist him by way of

g
intermittent relief work rates or rations, if.

he is eligible for them. But we must first
insist that the man has a rcasonable chance
of success, having regard to all factors to be
considered, including the nature of the soil,
ete. Surcly bon. members opposite do not

[Hon. H. E. Sizer.

cxpect us to vush in end waste roney on
unsatisfactory propo !

The Covernment have not a big quantitr
of land available around Brisbane; and jus%
imagine settling people around Brisbane on
land  which mostly consists of schist, and
whore there would be very littls prospect of
success ! How could people live on thas
Iand without irrigation? What we are doing
s to put people on land where there is a
possibility of success. We recognise that
most of our good land has been alienated
under one tenure or ancther. It would be
teo costly to resume that land; and we are
endeavouring -to evolve a system whereby
we can settle suitable persons under suitable
conditions on areas which the present owners
are unable to use to the full extent. In these
instances, 1f carcful investigation shows it to
be desirable, assistance will be given by the
Government to bring the land under greater
production. Hon. members will realise that,
1f we can succeed in utilising alienated land
to the full extent, particularly under the
control of expert farmers, that land will be
permanently settled. Along those lines we
think there is a prospect of success; and, as
soon as this Bill is passed, we intend to pro-
ceed in that direction as rapidly as possible.
Already we have carried out a number of
experiments along those lines, and the experi-
ments justify an extension of the scheme.
Generally spesking, we intend to co-operate
with the Department of Agriculture and the
Agricultural Bank to see that no wild-cat
schemes are undertaken. The moment such
a scheme is announced, it will be found that
quite a number of people have land to
scll to the Government which may not be
suitable for the purpose. The owners may
claim that it is suitable; but, when inspected
br impartial offi it may be found to be
a horse of a different colour. We intend to
utilise the officers of the Department of
Agriculture and the Agricultural Bank, and
largely on them vwill depend thc amount of
assistance that will be given. we can
g+t the co-operation of ths farmers, much
could be done along these lines. In addition,
it is proposzed to utilise some of the lands
that have fallen back into the hands of the
Agricuitural Bank., These proposals will be
puy in hand as soon as this Bill is passed;
and that i+ one of the reasons why we must
have the power, which was denied to us
previcusly—io grant loans to private indi-
viduals. It is peceszary to have that pover,
which is provided in this Bill with ample
safeguards. I remembar vell the srgumens
which took place when this proposal was
inally suggested. All sorts of fears were

ted, which Y realise could happen, but

ressonable administration, will

i emphasize this: If we could
moncs in some such way ve would
back upon  unprofitable  work,
bepause we vould not have profitable work
to do. It is not an casy thing to find profit-
ble work for 12020 people scattered all

v the State. It Iz argued in some direc-
tiors that some individual may get a beonefit.

The fact remains that the money so us

will be for the relief of uncwmploymer
and if, by careful safeguards. we can
increase the vproductivity of the State,

generally incresse the wealth of the com-
munity, and ultimately banish uinemplov-
ment the utilisation of these funds,
even although some benefit mar go to a
private individual, I think we are justified
in doing it. That aspect would be amply
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safeguarded by the officers of
ment of Agriculture, the
Public Lands, and the Ag '1<’ul‘rural Bank.
Nothing will be done without their recom-
mendation. There will be no political pat-
vonage, as hon. members opposite saggest.
Thewe schemes will be examined and recom-
mended to the Governor in Council on their
meritz,  The undertakings selected 1 be
those which will employ the most men and
be instrumental in produecing the greatest
amount of wealth for the State. There is
very little differcnce between this proposal
and the svatem of helping a man who goes

the Depart-
Department  of

prospecting, and who, if he finds a show,
sells to a company. The individual, in the
case of a mining show, would get some

wealth, but the State would get benefit
indirectly—the man would get the value of
his wages. I sec very little difference between
the two cases.

I am not going to lay my=lf open to any
charge of political patronage. There will
be no recomumendations made by me to the
Qovernor in Council which do not bear the
recomincidations of the expert olficers who
investigate the matter. I am not going to

leave behind me in the department any
records which will be likely to give auybody

—no matter who follows me—any
for saying that there
age in connection

grounds
was political pa‘uon-
with my administration.
I would not be foolish enough to leave
mysclf open to syeh a charge.  What would
the Govermnent have to gain if they gave
two or three w(:])ie‘ political patronug» 7
It would be ikely to wrmake than
to make the Government. I bope hon. memn-
bers oppos site wiil not impute motives of
that kind, d that thev will realize thart,
in erder fo got the most valun for the Siate

o

for  this exy itnve, we must have the
additional powe wveoask for amply safe-
I do ne think it is fair to use

about 1
ane hand, and, on

pruedactive work on the
the other, to prevent our
doing vrork which will be modmt}ve T hove
roposil =il be accepted in the spivit in
which it is maede. It is intended to wzive
men the maximum amount of work and to
get the maxitnum amount of benefit for the
comzeunily as a whole,

T could go on
140 mMore

at cons!

administrat under :

jed out sa efficiently as
inistretion of the Department of .ehour
Industry. T believe that, with theso

e =hall be able fo do far me
» the cormmunity.  We shall take un
o the matter of land zettloment in

oxtra DO QY
wond 1t

with the nnemployed. Tf possible,
lery more lasd where it is avails
rotlv oy owe did at Maverba,  Our
havine  mentioned the matier, I

repeat that the tobaceo industry was estab-
lished at 2favecha undes the relief scheme.
Me W goaN Sarrm: As oo omatter of

fact, the itial  ecwperi
wore crrried out threo
into office.

nts  at Marecba
years before you came

The SECRETARY FOR
UJUST"{Y' You can grow tobacco on a
smm-t plOL ani! produce a beauatiful plant.

but Um ml(mrt“ ting has then to be placed
on a commercial hasis, I e had not acted
quickly, there wonld have beenr no crop last
year. 'The necessary impetus to the tobacco
industry has been given by the work of the

SEPTEMBER.] Tan Acts Amendment Bill.
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twenty-ive farmers who were e
unuc the relief scheme on plots of land at

veeta, They have done well, and thas
s been a propelling force and has given
an inpetus to tolbacco-growing in the btaw.

w0 t! we have not been umaindful of the
nece - for doing productive work. Th

arn rh Hines on which we sh operate in
the future =35 far as practicab In order
to give one or two concrcle cases of assisi-
ance to men pgoing on the land, let 1w
quot2  the follo owing instances of shave-
farming sgreements.  In the cass of ong
a dairy farmer—we plowdod him ax d
his family with railway passos to Gunnewir
near Injune, out of the Iund the money
be repaid by monthly instalments. That
was a very casy method of assisting that
man. In another case we sent a man into
the lisk district, and supplied him with
rail fare and materials for a shack, which
was all he wanted. So that, if hon. r:embers
want concrete cases of aqsmtanco we can
give them. A man who is going to ous
area i3 being supplicd with the material for
building a shack. I do not believe that in
the early stages of settlement men should
sink ail their moner into a home. They
ought to pat it iuto the lund; and wo are
providing that man with the amount he
would receive in intermittent work for u
period of six mont} st the end of
that perviod we shall review the case in the
light of progress reports.

M. WinNHOLT

‘,0

That 1s not his ovwn land?
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR
1\1)[ STRY: It is not his own land; bus
s oA ease for a period of years; ang,

s on his fect, he may be able to

AND

make othes

arrangements.  In the metro-
politan aves there has beon an arrang
to allow a man to get upen a plece of
good land free of yens for a vear, and as

ihe end of that period for 10s
thvee years, with, 1 think, the right to pur-
chsee it if he so desives. The depart
at has endeavoured to meet that man by
ing him the awmount li would receive
re he working upder the reolief schome,
«d that s all he wents. In that way we

a week for

Ay

iclping wherever we geot the Gppot-
and, 1f the man himeelf sy
to rough it to extnt and o

inirintive and me
nielt on the |l W are piep
hini, because thoreby we gor an asset
e Btate,  We (‘0 not want a man 1o
ste too much in the fivst two or thvee
errs of carly seitl wient, o that he, rev lm').\,
mzs an ads and at thn (*nd
t‘)ne it i I am sure hon.

‘\Vll ¥ it is most difliculs
ines of policy;

and I believe
that they ilh?astkate a justifiable way of
: Siuz money from this fur

1 oeffort 1o

O
=
.2
C_
T
e
=
s

ite o num!
but I have given a fairly
onsive of our operations in
st and the lines we propose to iollow
future.

ber of oth

in the

There is only cne other point I
muntion, and that is the
men.

v HYNES: It is an important point.
The BECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INL‘Ube Y. No one knows that more than
I do. It has to be remembered that in that
counnection we are only carrying out the

Hon, H., E. Sizer.]

desive to
question of single
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same policy as the late Government., There
has been no alteration, except that under the
late Administration single men used to get
so many pounds of flour and other goods;
but we give them an order with which they
can buy goods of their own choosing to the
amount of that order. That is a distinet
advaistage. In  addition, we have been
absorbing a: many single men as we possibiy
could in relief work; and we aim all the
tims at spending as much of the fund in
that way as is humanly possible.

The hon. member for Mundingburra said
that we had done nothing at Townsviile.

Mr. Dasg: I did not say that the Go-
vernment had done nothing.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : The inference was that we had
done very little.

Mr. Dasa: That is so.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: Since the inception of the
relief scheme, 470 married men and 166
single men have been drawn from Townsville
for relief work. At the present time there
are 190 men engaged under the intermittent
relief scheme in Townsville. On 25th August,
twenty-five additional single men were
selected for six wecks’ work at Mount Spec,
and, commencing from Monday next, forty
men will be selected and granted three days’
intermittent work at Mount Spec. We are
endeavouring to spread the fund over the
greatest number of men possible.

Mr. W. Fomreaxy Syit#H: Do the figures
include the men employed in connection with
the Commonwealth grant?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: No. None of the figures I
have quoted have anything to do with the
Commonwealth grant.

Mr. W. Forean Swite : The hon. gentle-
man included those employed in connection
with the Commonwealth grant when replying
to a question in this House the other day.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : They are not included in the
figures I have quoted to-day. The follow-
ing amounts have boen made available for
relicf work in the Townsville and surround-

ing districts  throurh the departments
named—
£
Commissioner of Main Roads 17,000
Local authoritics .. 2,658
Railway Department 3,850

Since the inception of the intermittent relief
schema last May, over £4,000 has been paid
for intermittent work alone in these dis-
tricts.  Those figures do not bear out the
contention by the hon. member for Munding-
hurra that the Government have done noth-
ing in Townsville.

The hon. member for Townsville stated
that, when the Lubour Government were in
power, the single men were in employment.
1 propose to give the figures relating to that
aspect of the matter. The Opposition realise
that I am somewhat thorough on these ques-
tions, and that I do not allow their state-
ments to go unchallenged. Hon. members
opposite have referred to the number of
travellers walking the State in search of
work or rations. The official figures of the
number of travellers who drew rations, taken
from annual reports, are—

1925-26

. 53,462
[Hon. H. E. Sizer.

Mr. Porrocx: Fifty-three thousand dif-
ferent men?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : The figure represents the num-
ber of travellers’ rations issued.

OprOSITION MEMBERS: Ah!

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND:
INDUSTRY : These figures have been taken
from the annual reports of the Director of
Labour.

The inference to be drawn from the hon.
member’s remarks was that there was no one
at that time drawing travellers’ rations, and
that they were all working. The figures
which I have to give this House in reply to
that statement are very illuminating, and
I know why I have disturbed hon. mem-

bers. The figures for the following years
are-—
1926-27 90,527
1927-28 40,558.
1928-29 64,244
1929-30 76,834

Thercfore, even with all this depression, and
with all the talk from hon. members oppo-
site, the figures for ihe 1929-30 period, for
which this Government is only partially
responsible, must be increased by 14,000 to
reach the figures of the late Government in
1926-27. These figures are available to hon.
members, and are taken from the annual
reports which are printed, presented to this
House, and circulated to hon. members.

Mr. Hyxes: That does not apply to the
number of individuals but to the number of
““hand-outs.”

The SECRITARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDTUSTRY : It does not make any dif-
ference.  The hon. mewiber for Townsville
can comparc the figures in any manner he
chooscs.  If we use his own language, there
could be no ** hand-outs ” if there were no
persons to hand out the rations te. That
completely destroys the argument that no
one drew travellerd’ ralisns whon the late
Government were in office. I repeat that
the po carried out now is the szme policy
that the hon. member’s party adruinistered,
exeepl that we have libevalised it to a point,
and, i it is humunly possible, we will
likeralise 1t further.

members must bear in mind that
this Bill is neeccssary to enable the Govorn-
ment 1o help the unemployed. If hon. mem-
bers oppeosite vote avalnst the Dill, then they
Jdo not want us to give work te such people.
The position very clearly is that on a fall-

Hon.
L

iry  income—cstimited next year at only
£630.000 on a 3d. in the £l tax—
we  chall not be  ahle to do  those
thinzs  during this  depression  that  we
would like to do. I am asking in this

Bill for the minimum amount of itcrease in
the unemployment relief tux that is neces-
sary to cnable us to give to the unemployed
what we are giving—if possible something
moro—and to extend our operations in other
directions. The Government cannot do that
unless this I5ill is passed. The question for
the Opposition is: Do they want those
operations extended; or do they want us
to close down all relief works and go back
to the issue of rations? If this Bill is not
passed, we must close down relief works,
as we shall not be able to finance them.
Therefore, when a vote is taken, we shall
see whether the work is to be continued and
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in a more generous manner if circumstances
permit.
I have given a fair review of the position.
I am sorry if I have wearied the House;
but, as the Government have spent hundreds
of thousands of pounds of public money, the
public and Parbiament are entitled to know
how that money has been spent, and how
the Government propose to expend the extra
levy that is to be imposed under this Bill.
That is my justification for speaking at such
length. In considering this question, if homn.
members have any concrete proposals to
improve this scheme, financially or other-
wise, the Government will be glad to hear
and accept them; but, without this increased
tax, we cannot cater for the unemploved. I
beg to move—
“That the Bill be now read a second
time.”

GoverxMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) [4.4]:
I listened very carefully to the speech of the
Secrctary for Labour and Industry. I
desired to hear from him some justification
of the principles contained in this Bill.
Very little was said by the hon. gentle-
man about it. It is noteworthy that the
report of his department dealing with the
operations under the Act for the financial
year ended 30th June last is not available
to Parliament. It is three months late.
That report should have been available to
Parliament before this Bill was introduced.
A great part of the Minister’s speech was
taken up with a retrospect of the operations
of the department since the Acts were passed

last year. To some extent the hon. gentle-
man has anticipated the report of the
department. He gave what were probably

carefully sclected portions of that report,
and then concluded by moving and carrying
a vote of confidence in his administration
and that of the department.

In dealing with a Bill of this kind I want
to protest against the lack of information
that is given to Parliament. Vesterday the
Minister secured the suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders in order that this Bill should be
carried through all its stages without the
procedure laid down in the Standing Orders.
The Government must have known for
several weeks past what their policy was in
regard to the amendment of the Incomo
(Uniemnloyent  Reliof) Tax  Acts.  They
must have made up their minds in the
matter, and I contend that before Parlia-
ment was asked to deal with the amendment
of those Acte it should have been furnished
with a departmental report of the operations
of thic law for the past financial year. By
that means hon, members would have been
enabled to determine whether or not this
Bill is justified in the light of the facts,

In addition to that, the throwing down
of lengthy taxation resolutions without pre-
vicus sassiderat’on of thos: resolutions is
treating Parliament in an arbitrary, con-
temptuous fashion, and to a large extent is
destroying the prestige of Parliament. If
there is one thing that justifies parliamen-
tarv government 1t is the control of finance
and taxation. The whole history of the fight
for representative government is based on
the desire of the people to wrest from the
Crown and from arbitrary authority the con-
trol of taxation. The supremacy of Parlia-
ment dates from the time that Parliament as-
serted that the representatives of the people,

19813 T
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and they only, should control taxation. Bu$
the Government, who came into office on a
plea that they intended to restore confi-
dence and to re-establish parliamentary insti-
tutions, introduce a Bill of this kind, throw
it on the table of the House, and use their
majority to pass it through all its stages
without proper debate and consideration by
hon. members, and without the public out-
side—and they are affected by these things—
having the ordinary cpportunity of making
representations on the matter.

This Bill perpetuates some very vicious
principles, the first of which is an unjust
taxation policy. We know, although the
people did not know at the last election,
that the policy of the present Government
is to lift the taxation from the shoulders of
the wealthy sections of the community and
spread it over all sections of the community.
(Government dissent.) That is proved by
the record of the Government. The number
of taxpavers for income tax purposes has
been c¢onsiderably increased. The Govern-
ment have reduced the exemption previously
granted to persons in receipt of small
incomes ; and under this Bill they perpetuate
a policy that is contrary to every sound
canon of taxation, as will be admitted by
anrone with even an elementary knowledge
of economics.

A sound basis of taxation has always been
considered to be the capacity of the indi-
vidual to pay. The real test of any pro-
posal is not &2 much what the individual pays
in tax, but how much he has to live upon
after he has paid the tax. That is the real
test, and that is the method whereby an
equitable system can be established. Bub
under this Bill everyone is taxed without
rezard to his income at all. The washer-
women who does half a day’s work and gets

5a. for it pavs the same percentage tax
as the individual on £5.000 a year. The

whole principle is unsound. It is unjust in
ita incidencs in everv rvespect; and  the
(tovernment have prevented this Parliament
from carrying amendments since the incep-
tion of the principal Act was devised, with
a view to relisving the burden from the
shoulders of the people who are lesst able
15 bear it. The scheme, on the basis of
tuxation, cstabli<hes and  lays do.wn
Jefinitely  a  vicious swstem  of taxatipn
by the Tory Partv, and indicates clearly
their intention and desire 1o lower
the effective wage and the purchasing power
of those who work for wages. Imarine the
idea of taxing a person on £2 a week on
the game percentage basis as a man receiv-
ing £10 a week! The thing caznot be sus-
tained in any logical aryument. The Minis-
ter very definitely evaded that question in
the course of his roview of ths administration
of his department.

There is arother phase of the Bill to which
I am opposed. and that is the method of
determining the value of the work done.
The Minister srgued in the course of his
speech——he gave a pumber of figures In an
endeavour to sustain his araument—that they
hed given employment to thousands of people
who otherwise would not have domne any
‘.. The real test of those figures is:
of all, how many of them were nor-
unemployed; awvd, secondly, how
many of them were the creation of the
present Government?  We know that the
(lovernment dismissed men from the publio
werks of the State, and later on had those

Mr. Smith.]

mally
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works completed under the unemployment
relief scheme. The deviation on the North
Coast Railway was ccmmenced on the recom-
mendation of the Commissioner for Railways.
That was a necessary work, having regard
particularly to the condition of that line
during the wet scason. The men on that
worlk were employcd under the railway
award, the lowest average rate under which
at that time was £4 17s. per week. The
Government that hands itself bouquets and
passcs votes of confidence in itself dismissed
all the men on thoswe works, and later com-
menced the works again as relief works. In
other words, the public works of the State
are being carried out under the guise of
unemployment relief work; and that is one
of the bases for criticism of the Bill. So
far from these men being engaged in unem-
ployment relief work, they are being taken
advantage of under the scheme. The Go-
vernment take up the attitude that unem-
ployment is rife.

They know the economic circumstances of
an unemployed man. Particularly do they
understand it in the case of a married man
with his dependants, and the consequences
following on the dismissal of men from
public works. They say to them, “ We have
work for you on this railway line, for which
we propose to pay you at the rate of £3 per
week—104. a day in the case of married men
and 8s. a day in the case of single men. That
15 less than the measure of value for that
work as laid down by the Industrial Court,
but we are going to disregard that, and,
unless you accept this form of employment,
vou and your wives and families will be left
destitute and get no assistance whatever
from the State. (Government  dissent.)
In other words, they take advantage of
the cconomic distress of the working prople
of this State to force them to accept employ-
ment under conditions which at normal times
men would rese=t as an insult.

The ATTORNEY-GENDRAL interjected.

Mr, W. FORGAN SAITH : The Attorney-
General may interject as he likes, but he

cannot get away from the logiz of the case’

I am stating. I am stating my own case,
and not making a specch prepared for me by
an officer of the department, as the hon.
gentleman did last night.

The Arrorsty-Gexgrir: When you
your temper you bechave like a maniac.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The elegance
of the Attornev-General, Mr. Speaker, fills
me with adiniration,

The ATTORZEY-GENERAL :
man’s bootlace.

Mr, W. TORGAN SMITH: The hon.
gentleman refers to people as maniacs, and
to me as not being a man’s bootlace.” The
Attorney-General, by virtue of his training
and experience, should have the capacity to
state his cose in a much better way than he
is doing: but I intend to proceed with my
speech. I am putting my case, and will nos
be deterred by interjections either from tha
Attorney-General or the Sceretary for Labour
and Industry. They do not like these un-
palatable facts. T Jdo not like to have to
state them; but it is my duty as the Licader
of the Labour Party to czll attention to the
truth, no matter hew unpalatable it may be
to the Attorney-General or any othor hon.
member opposite,

[Mr. Smath.

{ose

You are not a

The AT1eeNEy-GENERAL: If vou say I had
my sy 1 prepared for me, you are telling
a deliberate lie,

My, Kinwax: Mr. Speaker, I vise to a
point of order. Is the Attorney-General in
order in sayiug that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition is telling a deliberate lie?

The Arrorvey-Geverin: I repeat it. If
he =ays I had my speech prepared for me,
he is lying.

My, SPEAKTER: Order! I would ask
the hon. gentleman to withdraw.

The ArToRNEY-GENERAL: I withdraw, Mr.
Speaker, but, speaking to a point of order,
I ask that the Leader of the Opposition be
asked to withdraw his statement that I had
my speech prepared for me. It is untrue.
l'}e has no ground for saying i, and it is a
ie.

My, SPEAKER: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition must withdraw the statement to which
the Attorney-General takes exception.

Mr., W. FORGAN SMITH: I would like
to peint out, Mr. Speaker, that the Attorney-
General says I am telling a lie, after he has
withdrawn the statement.

My, Kerr: Withdraw first.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the Attorney-
(General accept the denial of the Leader of
the Opposition?

Mr, W, FORGAN SMITII: The Attorney-
General has just repeated his statement that
I am lviag.

Mr. SPEAKER:
General to accept the
Leader of the Opposition.

Tha ArTorxEY-GENERiL: I am prepaved fo
secept his withdrawal.

BMr. SPEAKER: I now ask the Attorney-
General to withdraw the last statement Le
made.

The ArTroryey-GENERAL: If it was a with-

awal by the hon. member, I accept it.
Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: It is rather a
i that Ministers do not remember the
dignified positicns they occupy. They should
endeavour to behave like gentlemen.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Look at the language you have used to me!

Mr., SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I accept the

I ask the Attorney-
withdrawal of the

Attorney-General’s denial. Tt is a pity
that the Minister suffers from  the
failine of Narcissus, who, if I remember
rightly. fell in  love with This reflec-
tion i a pool. I repeat that the

system of dismissing men from the public
works of the State and re-engaging them on
the basis of relief rates of wages is taking
advantage of their economic circumstances,
and it intensifies and aggravates the problem
of unemployment. 'The real value of the
scheme, on the basis of the figures which
have been quoted, would be determined by
the number of men engaged on work which
otherwise would not be undertaken, and the
number of men on work which would
ordinarily be the public works of the State
or local authorities; and I repeat that the
tendency of such a policy is to depress the
general wage level. If this policy of the
Government continues indefinitely and it is
extended in a number of the directions that
have been suggested in various quarters, it
is obvious that it will have a depressing
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offect on the wage level. It will have the
result of fmcmg down the basic wage to
the level of the relief work wage. '{ndoed
it has had an effect in that direction aheady,
In many directions the Government have
suspended  industrial awards. The men
engaged in the occupations affected are being
paid considerably less than the measure of
the value of their work as was the case
under awards previously: and it is obvious
that the creation of a large army of unem-
ployed engaged in only casual work in which
advanfage is taken of their economic posi-
tion has the effect of fixing the wage, not
on the basis of what is just and equltable,
but on the basis of what starving men with
dependants are compelled to accept. That
is the objection I have to a measure of this
kind—an objection which will be found to
have greater force as time goes on. I repeat
also that Parliament has not been supplied
with information which should have been
made available in official reports, which are
not before us, covering the operations under
the Act during the past year.

The Minister has been asked on quite a
number of occasions to give information
bearing on the state of this fund and its
admmlstratlon and he has always given
the reply ¢ The information will be disclosed
when the department’s report is made avail-
able.”” I claim that the report should have
been available prior to the discussion of this
Bill; and I maintain also that such mea-
sures should not have been brought down
without giving hon. members full oppor-
tunity to debate them and consider in what
respect improvements could be effected.

There is a feature of local authority work
to which I wish to draw attention. Quite
a lot of such work is being done under this
scheme. I agree that it is desirable that
essential work should be done by the expendi-
ture of this fund. No good purpose is served
by digging a hole and then filling it up
again; but I argue that, where useful work
is donc, the men engaged on it should be
paid the value of it.

There are cas oa reeord where local
authoritics have rated their willingness
io. pay award #s in respect of work
cerricd out under this scheme: but the
Government would not permit that to be
done, thereby indicating their intention
dolibernteiy to depress the wages level In

town of any dimensions a certain amount
of civic work is performed every vear, ha,V‘
ing regard to the capacity of the local
‘mthontv to raiso the means and ts provida
the improvements within the arca. Under
normal conditions loc\u autherity expendi-
ture provides uscful eraployment Jor a cou-

siderszhle number of T)om)lo in this State. It
would he interesting to know the number
of mer emploved by local autherities in

and to-day compared with the 3vumbf31
d three ye: age. If works of a
nauent pature o c-ammd out und:
this scheme, providing for 1(1 ief rates, then
the unemployment mo‘ﬂcm in the area is
inte ed and aggravated. If rates of
wages are reduced bv from 30 per cont. to
4G per cent—and that "))phes to a large
of individnals—it means that that
amount ¢f money is withdrawn from circu-
lation in the ares: and to that extent uncia-
; is 1 od aravated. If
the work is carvied out e aren at loss
than its value, then it makes for an increase
of unemployed, with a permanent loss to
the people of the area.
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The (xO\’ raanent are unwise in carrring
out a pelicy of this nd.  There i3 the

psveholagical asnect of industrv that canmnot
Do 1gonored. It iz well kwown that men and
womcn can give their best servies only 3

they are happv in their work and o
that hey are being fairly treated.  If
men sl men &y engage cd upon work that

is dull and sordid in character, if they are
smarting undel an injustice, ‘and if they
feel that they have beon taken advantage of
ps a result of their 1 rty, then the output

must inevits bly be lexs, no matter what
cndeavour is made by inspectors and others
to diseipline them on the work. The

Zinister has stuted through the press that
dﬁ('nphne must be maintained on these jobs,
and that, if any man is dismissed, rations
will be withdrawn from his family. In this
way the Minister hopes to obtain disciplins
by the old iron heel methods of the past.
The best way to sceure the maximum output
of a labour unit is to provide fair and equit-
able conditions for the men employed.

The ArrouxEy-GENER:L: What would you
have done?

Mr, W, FOR GA\' SMITH: T would have
taken advantage of the section of the Indus-
trial Lonclhatxo.) and Arbitration Act under
\xhlch a spocial award could be made in

e=pect of the employment to which I have
mferred.

The ATTORNEY-(GEXERAL :

At how much per

week ?

Mr. W. FORGAYN SMITH: I am not in
a position to say: I am not the court. The
Minister can deal with that matter, if ho

fecls w0 disposed.
these works should be subject to award
rates and conditions.  The moen engaged
upon the public works of the Ststs, whether
carried out by the Gevernnient or by local
authcrities, shonld be paid the award rates
provided for that kind of work. That is a
perfectly sound proposition from cvery point
of view., The award would be a special
aw :id for the purpose.  The work would
then be cavried out under conditions that
wounld be equitable and just and free from
the moral injery inflicted on men who feel
that they are suffering «n injustice.

Subsidies could be granted to local authori-
ties for those works, aud the difference
between the subsidy and the actual labour
cest of the work could be made a charge on
the local authority. ¥f the funds were not
sufficient to cnable the same number of
days to be worked as at present, would it not
be better to have men engaged for three days
nder decent conditions rather than for four
days under bad conditions? TUnder such a
svstem  the value of the work would be
better rcflected than is the case under the
present system,

Unemployment has increased considerably
sinze the present Government have been in
power.  The Minister referred to certain
investigations made in 1928 by his predeces-
sor. Tha Secretary for Public Instruction
used those figures the other evening when
he was addressing that select section of the
electors that he usually prefers to address.
The Commonwealth Statistician’s figures
relating to unemployment for the second
quarter of 1929 were 7.6 per cent., while the
figures for the same quarfer of 1931—the
Iatest Bgures available—were 16.1 per cent.,
or an increase during the period under re-
view of approximately 112 per cont. That

Mr, Smith.]

The men cngaged on
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is a remarkable increase in the amount of
unemplovyment. I shall deal with the general
question  of unemployment further on in
my specch, together with its causcy, and the
effeet on this countiry and on cther countries,

The Minister roferred to the survey made
by his department during the period that
Mr. Gledson was Sceretary for Labour and
Industry. 'Thos¢ are the figures which were
used by the hon. member for Kurilpa in
this ITouse when he obtained permission to

have them inserted in ‘“ Hansard > without
reading them. That review was full and
comprehensive, and it dealt with all the

people who were not engaged in productive
employment. In many cases it adopted arbi-
trary methods in arriving at conclusions.
The method adopted by those investigators
is subject to criticism; but, in view of the
fact that Governinent members have always
zccepted the besis, and have used the
figures as a basis of criticism against the
late Lakour Government, I propose to accept
that basisz for the purpose of comparison.
If that investigation of 1028 be accepted as
& basis, then the number of wage-carning
breadwinners for whom no work was avail-
able in September, 1928, was 46,146, The
percentage of unemplovment, as stated
hy  the Commonsrealth  Statistician, was
68. By a simpl: proportion calcula-
tion the number of wage-carning bread-
winners for whom ne work was avail-
able at the end of June, 1931, with an uncm-
ployment percentage of 16.1, wmust logically
approximate 109,205. That is the proportion
worked out on the baeis of criticism used
try hon. members opposite, and which was
receutly used by the retary for Public
Instruction in the course of his speech at the
meeting of the Quesnsland Women's Elec-
toral League. If those figures sre sound
and can bo accepted as  any  eriterion,
obviously the propostion still operates. That
is the position th:t obisins now.

There can be no doubt that unemployment
has jncreased to an alirming extent. 1 am
not blaming the Government for every form
of unemplovment that exists in Queensland;
but  evervone who has investigated the
rosition and considered it fairly agrees that
the policy of the Government has aggravated
the situation e¢nd intensified the suffering
very  considerably.  (Covernment disseut.)
Take, for example, the number of shops and
wurehouses in which are displaved placards
reading, ¢ Reliof orders taken here.” TFur-
ther, in advertisernents in the newspapers
men and women are jn some cases offering to
give their services in return for food and
shelter. Meny instances can be found of the
txpe  of ~dveriisement which  appeared
reenntly in the © Telegraph’ to this effect—

“Keen voung business man offers £15

and services for permanent emnloyment.”

1 could quote from the ““Toowoomba

Chronicle” and manv other newspapers to a
similar effect.

These are the conditions that apply at
the present time; and, no matter how the
Government may sook to deny it, and no
matter how their press apologists may
ettempt to distart and suppress the facts, the
position is known to the great bulk of the
people of “his State.

Another ph of this Bill that must pre-
sent difficult the pronosal to lend money
to private irdividuals, There is alzo a pro-
posal to enabla the Minister to make a grant

[Mr. Smith.

to local authorities. These proposals give
the Minister an interesting form of patronage
in view of tha forthcoming elections. The
proposal to lend money to private individuals
presents a greater ground for criticism than
is the case where money is lent to a public
authority, either governmental or municipal.
The Bill proposes to give the Minister
arbitrary power to lend money to private
individuals without setting out in the BIill
the terms and conditions under which that
money shall be given. The Agricultural
Bank is limited in its eperations—Ilimited to
a greater extent than it has ever been before
—but any loans granted under this scheme
should at least have the conditions of inspec-
tion and terms of repayment attached to
them that apply to applications to the Agri-
cultaral Bank, otherwise it is obvious that
certain people will receive preference over
others.

The SECRETARY FOR LAROTUR AND INDUSTRY :
They will not.

Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH: It is obvious
that the Minister not give every applica-
tion favourable consideration. Some people
must be chosen for the purpose of making
advances; and this will create a position
under which one person will be allowed to
develop his area wunder a condition of loan
with forced labour, whilst his neighbour who
kas obtained financial accomrzodation in the
ordinary way will be called upon to pay a
higher rate of wage. This differentiation be-
tween settlers will create the same difficulty
that now exists in the cuve of public works
that arc carried out on relief work rates.
The position waw ¢learly stated in a leading
article publizhed in the *‘ Daily Mail” of 21st
July, 1930.

A similar clause was in the Bill last year.
Tt was onc of the Minister’s pet lambs—one
of the things that he cherished most dearly
—but the party that support him and the
public outside raised such an outcry against
the proposal that it was dropped at the Com-
mittee stage. Now it is being trotted out
again, and apparently Government members
have agread to accept it, realising that this
form of distributing largesse to the sup-
porterz of Government members may assist
them in a material respect. The quotation
that I give is from the “ Daily Mail ”’ of 21s$
Julw, 1920, The article, which is headed “ A
False Step,” contains the following :—

‘It is nothing less than grotesque that
men earning the basic wage, servants,
and washerwomen should be taxed to
provide funds to be loaned to settlers.
The Government would be well advised
to drop without further delay these fan-
tastic addendums, and confine the pro-
posal to what it was originally conceived
to Le—namely, a plan to provide funds
for relief works to be administered by
tha Governmend, local authoritics, and
public bodies only.”

At £42 pa.,

The Cstemax or Comwmrrress (Mr. Roberts,
Fast Toowoomba) relicved Mr., Speaker in
the chair.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I am raticfied
that the * Daily 2ail’’ is entirely sound in
that article. The prineiple is correct, and it
applied with equal fercs to the original Bil
as it applies to-day. The proposition is one
that should not be considered. If the Go-
vernm-nt can obtain funds for the purpose
of assisting settlement, then they ought to de-
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it. What a ridiculous position! A Go-
vernment that proposed to stabilise industry,
that offered such glowing promises to the
people that supported it, {inds itself unable to
supply sufficient funds to the Agricultural
Bank, and proposes to tax the washerwoman,
the newsboy, the maid servant, and the
casual worker in order to obtain funds to
lend to rome of their political supporters.
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Do you pay the tax for your washerwoman?

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH : I wash myself
every morning, and I do not require any aild
in that direction; but if the Minister pays
his accounts as regularly as I do he will not
have any difficulty with those people with
whom he trades.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOTR AND INDUSTRY :
I may send out an inspector. My informa-
tion 1s rather interesting.

Mr, W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon.
gentleman’s information may be rather
interesting. He can send an inspector any
time he likes, and it would be only in con-
formity with what the Government usually
do. I may tell the Minister that he and his
Treasury friends can publish my income tax
papers and anything they desire. None
of their paid slanderers have anything on
me, and I challenge them again to go their
hardest.

The TREASURER: JMr. Deputy Speaker, I
vise to a point of order. Is the hon. mem-
ber in order in inferring that the Secretary
for Labour and Industry and the Treasurer
have paid servants who are going to find out
what his taxation is? I say it is a slander,
and he should be made to withdraw. I know
no more about the hon. member’s taxation
returns than that chair, and I ask that the
hon. member withdraw.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the Leader
of the Opposition made the statement which
the Treasurer says he did, then I must ask
him to withdraw.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The Secre-
tary for Labour and Industry suggested that
he would send an inspector to my private
home to investigate my affairs. I said that
he might do so if he liked, just as the Trea-
surer has power under a regulation that he
‘himself caused to be gazetted to examine my
income tax papers.

The TREASURER :
the term
withdrawn.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the Leader
of the Opposition used the words “ paid
slanderers ”’ I hope he will withdraw.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH : Certainly, I will
withdraw. I am sorry to have hurt the Trea-
surer’s feelings, but there are obvious infer-
ences to be taken from the suggestion of the
Secretary for Labour and Industry. I sug-
gest that the Ministers should allow me to
proceed with my speech in my own way. So
far as I am concerned, they can go their
hardest.

Another phase of the Bill which I intend
to criticise is the power given to the Go-
vernor in Council. Under this Bill and
under the principal Act the Government
take arbitrary power, not only to do the
ordinary things that are right and proper
under regulations, but also power to legis-
late. One of the Orders in Council issued
by the Minister gazetied out of operation
certain sections of the Act itself. Some of

j The hon. member uscd
paid slanderers,” and I want that
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the Orders in Council which have been
issued under the Act have been most extra-
ordinary in character. I realise that under
conditions such as obtain at the present
time rapid action is required to cope with
certain problems; but it is extraordinary
that we should be asked, and that Parlia-
ment should agree, to give the Minister or
the Governor in Council power and authority
which should only be vested in Parliamens.
I opposed those clauses when the original
Bill was going through, and I oppose them
now.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOTR AND IXDUSTRY :
Tell me the ones you object to.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The general
power that the Government are taking to
legislate without the authority of Parlia-
ment is a siriking commentary on the poliey
of the present Government and the condi-
tions that now obtain legislatively. The
Minister in the commencement of his speech
dealt generally with the problem of unem-
ployment as such. He quoted the number
of people unemployed in America, Germany,
France, Great Britain, and elsewhere, and
suggested that the percentage of unemploy-
ment was greater in those countries than in
Queensland. I hope that is true, but that is
no comfort to the unemployed. It is no
ccmfort to the man who finds his home being
taken away from him, and realises that his
children have no future. If the pevcentages
of unemployed to pepulation were taken out
for those countries, it would probably be
found to be no more than the percentage In
Queensland. For example, with a popula-
tion of approximately 45,000,000 in Britain,
2,000,000 represents a lesser percentage of
unemployment to population than the ﬁgures
T have quoted from the * Year Book.
Those figures do not convey to any real
extent the suffering caused to the community
by this menace. It is no use saying that
somebody over the fence is worse off than
we are. Tt is our job to deal with Queens-
land, to deal as far as we can with the
citizens of this State, and to mobilise the
resources of the country in the interests of
the people.

What are the causes of vnemployment? It
is perfectly obvious that the whole system
of production, distribution, and exchange has
got entirely out of gear. The Government
Party and their supporters have no remedy.
Their ecunomists, their writers, their apolo-
gists. they themselves, take up_ a Micawber-

Lke attitude and sav, < By and by
we  shall turn  the corner and every-
thing will be all  right.” TUnemploy-

ment at present is obviously due to a series
of defects in ihe organisation of society
itself. Take Australia as a case in point.
Nature has been kind to this country., We
have every variety of climate and soil, every
kind of mineral, everything necessary for
human well-being and the maintenance of
a high standard of living. There is in the
natural resources of Australia sufficient to
maintain a very large population in a stan-
dard of comfort not hitherto properly con-
templated; vet, with a small population of
a little over 6,000,000, we have thousands
of people on a lower standard of living than
is necescary to maintain a reasonable state
of licalth: and we have also—perhaps the
mest lamentable spectacle of all—thousands
of children leaving school and growing up
with little or no future. no prospect for their
manhood. These conditions are the direct

My, Smith.]
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result of our system of socicty, which pro-
duces lies, knavery, hate, and every manner
of evil. It is this from which we are suffer-
ing. It was said that the Great War
was fought to make the world safe for democ-
racy. fvery country which was engaged in
the war, both victor and vanquished, is pay-
ing the cost to-day, not only in the loss of
hundreds of thousands of lives on the battle-
field, but alsc in the maimed bodies of those
who were wounded, and in the poverty and
distvess of millions of our fellow citizens.
No effort of an organised character is being
made to deal with these things. The Minis-
ter talked of price levels, and of an increase
in price levels being the means of salvation.

he hon. member for Gregory interjected
very aptly, “ What if price levels do not
rise?  What if in some respeets they fall?”?
We have never endeavoured to control inter-
national relations. We have never endea-
voured to control the internal economy of
our own country in order to stabilise price
levels. I believe that it can be done to a
very large extent; and I believe that, if it
were done, the result would be of great
advantage to the people of this Common-
wealth. But a rise in price levels will not,
of itself, remedy the position, because the
immediate causes of our present troubles
are to some extent due to the aftermath of
the war—the wat indebtedness absorbing as
it does a very large proportion of our new
wealth production. But, in addition to that.
more important than that, is the fact that
the capacity to produce has far outpaced
solvent demand. It is not that the things
that are produced are not required. No
one can say that we have surplus production
when some people in the community have
not sufficient bread. Millions of people in
the countries of the world have a standard
of living lower than that which we prescribe
for our stock, for the beasts on our farms.
It is not a question of production bevond our
requirements, but of production outpacing
the solvent demand, and of consumption and
demand not being organised to give to the
people of this and other countries the bene-
fits of science as applied to agriculture, of
inventive genius as applied to industry.
These things are bound to be intensified as
time goes on, as new machinery is installed,
as the mechanisation of industry goes on,
displacing more and more men from the
avenues of production. What is going to be
done with those people who are so dis-
placed? .

At the commencement of the industrial
revolution new indusiries were doveloped.
new activities were entered upon, and the
volume of employment extended consider-
ably; but under present-day conditions, with
the means of life held and controlled by a
few individuals, production is carried on for
the profit of theose individuals and their
friends, whilst a number of people have no
future except one of despair. and no means
of looking forward to better conditions
while that system lasts. Tt is an outrage on
humanity, it is a reproach to our alleged
Christianity, and it is a startling commen-
fary on cur common scrse that uncmploy-
ment should exist 5 the extent that it does
to-day. and that sours! steps are not talken
to alleviste the eonditions that give
to the evilk to which T allude.
At one time is wes possible for shallow
thinkers to push the wncmploved problem
aside, and. for their own comfort. to sav
that it was dus to defects of character, and

[Mr. Smith,
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that the uncwpleyed did neot want work.
We hear those sentiments expressed to-day
on occasion by well-to-da people; but those
excuses will not do at the present time.
Unemployment is coming into the homes
of professional men, Men are cut of work
who mnever knew what it was to be out of
a job before. Skilled mechanics and arti-
sans—the crea of our industry—who are
capable and willing t» work and able to com-
pete with similay men in ofl rarts of the
world are unable to find an employer—unable
to  soll their labour. It requires little
thought and little investigation to prompt
the question : IZow long is this likely to last?
Every effort is being made to suppress these
cuestionings cn the part of organised society.
N stem of govornment and no form of
socicty can continue to exist if it perpetuates
and exionds in a more intenmse formm every
vear that aggravated form of maldistribu-
tion which i= the baszis of all the evil to-day.
The productivity of labour was never greater.
Nature has been kind and bounteous. Any
amount of work waits to be done, with will
ing “workers available to do it. Why is it
that these men ar» not put to the work that
15 there to be done? Why are they not orga-
nised for the purpose’ Why is society not
nised  alons more  equitable  lines?
These are the questions that the people are
asking themeelves to-day. That is a chal-
tennge to this and other (Governments. It
is a challerze to every political party, and
it is a challenge to cvery thoughtful indi-
vidual in the community.

Again, we have our monetary st;mdards
—tandards Dbased en conditions that dis-
appeared v ago. Conferences have been
held at it has been decided to return
to the gold standavrd—a decision which had
the definite effeci. and probably had the
objectiva, of inercasing the monctary value
of gold in the interests of the bondholder
and in the interc.ts of those holding liens
on production.  As the value of gold increas
so does the value of commodities depreciate,
and the amount those peovle take from
indusiry corrcspoadingly  becomes  greater.
T believe that to o large extent the financial
institutions entered upon a policy of defla-
tion with a view of rntrenching and further
consolidating the position of those who have
already  Jevied too much from industry.
Recently the gold standard was abolisked to
a large oxtent. People proeveded to talk
shout gold as if it was wealth. Why, as far
as the davs of Adam Smith, it was
pointed out in his work “ The Wealth of
Natione 7 thet gold svas only a yard stick
or measure of value, and that goods were the
real wealth, By geoods he meant wheat,
wool, butter. cheese, and all ihose things
that are the product of lebour:; and the
carrency of nations should Lo just sufficient
te enable the prodoctivity of the nations to
provids finance whore liquid assets in the
form of moner sre required.  Yet this
fotish has been followed for a long time.

hy
03

Mankind has been marvtyred and crucified
on a cros: of geld.  In whose interests?
Certainly not 1 the t5 of the unem-

ploved, This Bill 1 d on the
Government’s  poliev. It carries out o
schems of ineruitable foxation: it impoies
the burden of taxction on people irrespes-
tive of their eapacity e oy, and it also
extends ceonomn: ure i the direction of
forcing down the seandazds of Quirens-
land.
OpposTrION

Mewsers: Iear, Lrai!
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Mr. KENNY (¢'o0l) [6.3]: 1 listened very
carefully  to  the academic  spoeclr  just
delivered by the Leader of the Opposition.
He followsd the Secretary for Labour and
Industry, who gave a very cxplicit exposition
of the snbject we are dealing with. The
of the Opposition complained that
the Minister said little regarding the
details of the Bill; and he also complained
that the report of the Department of Labour
and Industry should have been available to
Lon. members hefore this Bill wes intro-
duced. He had no cause to complain of the

very

Jeck of information given by the Minist
That spoech wes one of the

2

that have been dcliv in thi
Heo traced the activitiey of the Depart

of Labwur end Irduviry from the ineoption

of the unemiplovment relief scheme.  He
gave an  explicit statement rvegarding thoe

amount of money collicted by way of tas
for the relief of unemployment, and showed
juwst how and where that meney had been
ded.  Hon. membeors must have been
strusk by his erent that this money has
been expendsd for the benefit of Queens-
land as a whole. The Minister gave us facts,
showing that in a great many instan the
unemployed had been engaged on reproduc-
tive work, TIn fact he showed step by step
what the poliey of the Government has heen
in overcotuing the problems of uncmploy-
ment  and  atccliorating the conditions of
those unfortunates who have been thrown
out of work in  consequence  of  this
unparalleled depression.

The Idinister has shown just what his
policy is, und how he is prepared to alter it
if it cen be improved. He has shown thag
his objeciive is to denl with the unem-
ployed po:sition that exists to-day; and one
of his aims is to cstablish men on the land
and create produetive work.

As he wusually docs, the Leader of the

Opposition came to light with his sob stuff,
and offered nothing constructive to deal with
the position. The hon. gentleman dealt with
the raising of price levels. May I remind
the Leader of the Opposition that the Labour
Government were in power for fourteen years
—and the hon. gentleman occupied minis-
terial rank for a considerable period—yet
during all that time the Labour Government
took no steps to Improve the price lovel
We know the position that met us when we
came into office. unemployed were
waiting on our doorsteps. The Leader of
the Opposition said that it was a startling
commentary on the sccial system that there
should be so many unemployed. He was
invited by the Minister to offer some con-
structive proposal to overcomes the difficulty,
and was reminded by the Minister that any
suggestion that would benefit the unemployed
of Quecensland would receive the utmost
consideration. The hon. gentleman wand
other hon. members of the Opposition merely
retorted, It is your job,” showing that
they are not prepared to help the Govern-
ment in any measures that are taken to deal
with the unemployment problem. They -aid
they would deal with it when they beeamo
the Government, I ask hon. members sopo-
¢ite in all siacerity if they are contenr to
allow the uncmployed to starve in the mean-
time.
My, Bow: You have the job.

. KENNY: The Minister invited the
Opposition to put forward any proposals
that would overcome the position, and signi-
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willinguoess to

accept any reasonable
reszzon. But hon. members opposite are
centent to allow the uwsemployed to go on
in any old wax so far as they arc concorned.
T: is merely twpical of their sctions when
they were the Govervsnent.  Ove remembors
how tragic it was in ihose days to walk past
the labour burecaux and sce hundreds ¢f men
vainls scarching for work. TIlundireds of
unemploved called at TParliament ouso
asking for assistance. 'To-day the position
is alvered. although hon. members oppesite
have «ffered no help, but have confented
themsel with the glib phrase, Tt is your
joh.” Surcly these hon. members rezalize
thut they ave paid by the people of the
Stute to give of their best; snd the unem-

iz on duntermittent relief work

ployed work
Iso paying for them.

are
Zir. Krawax:

The unemployed are poying
for them?

My, BENNY: Yes; because the unem-
ployed who 2re working on Intermittent relief
assisting  to improve the position.
Whilst they are doing that the Smith-Pease
combination——

My, DEPTUTY SPEAKER: Order! It is
vsual to refer to hon, members by the names
of their electorate, and not by name.

Mr. KENNY: If it
racmbers, I withdras. r to the com-
bination that is coutributing to the unem-
ployed.  Br their own speeches they are
content- to allow these men to go without
anv assistance. They are not prepared to
ive the Government the benefit of their
knowledge.  Why cannot they make some
useful suggestion? Thevy are not paid to
siv over there and say, ““ The job is yours.”
They are paid to give their best sevvice to
the " State.  They are devoid of all con-
structive ideas. During the fourteen years
they were in office they had no policy, and
could not remedy the position. Now they
sov they have a policy which they will put
into operation when they get over here.
T say definitely that they are afraid to face
the position as it exists to-day. They are
afraid to accept ihe opportunity of making
any suggestions. I :nvite the Deputy Leader-
of the Opposition to get up after I resume
my seat and give ns the suggestions of the
Opposition.

I regret very much the necessity for the
Bill. The Sceretary for Labour and Industry
has explained thes position very well, and
Ln has shown that the fund is not great
enough to cope with the position. We know
ihat to-day quite a number of men who were
not registered when the Labour Government
wore in office are vegistering so that they can
aet work. When the Labour Government
were in office, ther could only get rations;
to-day they arc registering so that they can
oct work and money. As I said, unemploy-
ment is on the increase, and that is the
recessity for this Bill We cannot leave these
hout the means of existence; there-
fore it is nccemary to impose this tax. I
have been in touch with a number of pgople
in employment, and ther arc guite satisfied
that the tax <hould be imposed. They are
satisfied, while they are lucky enough to be
in work, to contribute towards a fund to
provide work for theie out of employment.
T do not believe that taxation is a remedy
for unemployment. When you increass taxa-
tion. you are only intensifying the position;
but this tax does not go into the consolidated

Mr. Kenny.]

are

is offensive to hon.
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revenue. This tax is definitely for the relief
of unemployment, and the money is spent
on the relief of unemiployment. It only cost
4.3 per cont. to administer the fund last
vear, which was a great accomplishment. I
maintain that the Federal Government to-
day are to blame for a great deal of the
unemployment. 'The tariff policy of the
Labour Party in the Federal Parliament is to
blame for the unemployment.
Idr. Prasg: The Senate.

Me. KENNY: The Senate has nothing to
do with it. The Labour Government put
their tariff poliey into effect, and the whole
dev olopmor,t of Australia is tied up with the
tariff policy, no matter who may be in power
in the Federal Parliament.

Mr. BeprorD: Vou talk like a child.

Mr. KEXNNY: The hon. member for
Warrego may say 1 talk like a child, Elis
is the prattlc of an old man with the brains
of a child.

Mr. PEAsE:

Mr. KENNY: I will get on with the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The hon.
member said that our Government were the
greediest Government in the whole history
of Queensland, because they were taxing the
people to find work for the unemployed.
Is the remark of the hon. member not a
compliment to the Government, who are
trying to benefit the unomployed and to
relieve them in the unfortunate position they
are in? Let us look at the figures with
regard to taxation in this State. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition said we were the
greatest taxing State in Australia, or in
the world for that matter. I would like o
quote the taxation per head in this State
for the last few years, these figures not
including the unemployment relief tax—

Taxation per capita.

Get on with your speech.

£ s d.
1927-1923 510 9
1928-1929 5 1 14
1929-1930 412 4
1930-1931 410 1

It will be seen that there has been a reduec-
tion in taxation per head of population since
this Government came into power. The Go-
vernment recognise that taxation is not a
remedy, and that to get over the present
position we must relieve the people from
-taxation.

Mr. KiewaN: You have had a deficit of
£1,500,000 since you have been in power.

Mr. KENNY: It has been argued that
an increasing number of people contributed
to taxation last year. We increased the
number of people contributing taxation in
the State, but we also added to the list of
deductions. IHon. members opposite now
complain that those prople who cannot bear
the taxation are the ones who are beaving
it.

At 517 p.m.,

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Mr. KENNY: I wish to deal with the
person on the basic wage, which is fixed for
a man, his wife, and three children. Let
us take the taxation praid by a man, his wife,
and three children. That man has to carn
£402 per annum before he pays one penny
of taxation. Any man drawing over £400
per annum Is entitled to pay a tax. Whore,
‘then, is the argument of the Deputy Leader

[Mr. Kenny.

of the Opposition that we are forcing those
who cannot afford to bear it to pay the
taxation? It is those who are earning over
£402 per annum who are paying the taxa-
tion of the State. They are also paying the
unemployment relief tax on the same basis
as every other person in the country. What
have hon. members opposite to complain
about? I have shown that increased taxation
is not_the trouble in Queensland. Let us
sece what ix the position of the Federal
Labour Government. The new taxation since
the Labour Party took office in the Federal
sphere has been very great. From 2lst
November, 1929, to 10th July, 1931, the
Federal Labour Government increased the
taxation by £30.605,000, on a national income
that has been reduced dmmg the same period
by £200,000,000. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion stated that the people have been crucified
on a cross of gold. He said the production
of our wealth had decreased, and I agree
with him. Our wealth production has
decreased by £200,000,000, yet the Federal

Government have increased taxation by
£30,000,000! The taxation in the Federal
spherc is the cause of the trouble. I quoted

figures a few weeks ago showing that 1t was
estimated that the sales tax would this year
produce £9,000,000 and the primage duty
£4.500,000. That is direct taxation on every
man, woman, and child in regard to every-
thmcr that we eat, wear, and use.

If hon. members opposite are sincere and
they wishh to obtain relief for the unem-
ploved, I ask them to send a deputation of
their leader and deputy leader down to
Mr. Scullin to ask him to revise the tariff
policy of the Federal Government, to with-
draw the sales tax, and get on with the job.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition said
that we should not have introduced this
Bill, and that we had no mandate from the
people to try to relieve the position. Does
he wish us to go on in the same old way
without making any effort to overcome our
difficulties? He said that we should have
fulfilied our promise to find £2,000,000 to
relieve the position. We have spent more
than £2,000,000; but hon. members oppo-
site know quite well that, so far as finding
£2,000,000 of new money is concerned, no
such amount of loan money is available.
The Premier of New South Wales, Mr.
Lang, whom the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition went down to support, made a lot of
promises to the people of New South Wales.
Did he keep them? He attempted to do it,
and he closed the savings bank of New South
Wales. He said that he would not reduce
wagoes; but his public servants had to go
without their pay until Queensland and every
other State in the Commonwealth came to
their rescue. Hon. members opposite say
that our Government are responsible for the
position in Queensland. “When the Labour
Party took office, they said that the Upper
House prevented them from doing their
job. They got rid of the Upper House.
Then they said that Mr. Bruce was the cause
of the trouble; and now that Mr. Bruce is
no longer in power they blame us. If we
are ]tdu(lll"‘ the standard of living, what
about the Labour Governments in other
States and in the Federal Parliament? Our
Governmient have not rveduced the wages of
Federal public servants,  Our Government
have not sacked the thousands of returned
soldiers who were in the employment of the
Tederal Covernment. Our (Government did
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not reduce the old-age pension by a flat rate
of 23, 6d. in the £1. Our Government did
not rveduce invalid pensions. Our Govern-
ment did not tax the tea the workers drink,
the tobacco they smoke, or the clothes they
wear. These reductions in the standard of
living were brought about by the Federal
Labour Government, whbo said ther would
not do these things; these are increases of
taxation made by the Federal Labour Go-
vernment. They may argue that Labour
was forced to do these things. If they do
argue in that way, how can, they argue that
our Governmeni do what they now propose
from choice? Yet no doubt hon. members
opposite, as they speak on this gquestion,
will argue that Labour was forced to do the
things I have enumerated, but that our
Government are doing this from choice.

1 realise that we owe a duty to the
unemployed and to the people of this State.
I admit that the Federal Labour Govern-
nzent had no alternative but to carry out
certain things that they have done. It iz 2o
use the Opposition in this Parliament con-
tending that we have reduced the standard
of living. Ivery Government in Australia
has had to do that. and to do many things
zhey did not like doing., They had to
sttack the conditions of the people because
there was no alternative.  The Opposition
should at least make some constructive sug-
gestions. I am sure that the Minister will
be only too pleased to adopt any suggestion
of a constructive character.

_The Opposition contend that the imposi-
tion of this additional tax will result in
further unemployment. If that is so, then
what ahout the position in New South Wales
and other Labour-governed States? New
South Wales has five times the number of
unemployed that we have. The mother
State provides the unemployed with rations.
but does not make any work available. The
argument of hon. members opposite is
devoid of logic and reasoning. They cannot
hold up New South Wales as an improvement
upon Queensland, nor can they boast that
the system of providing rations in that State
instead of employment is preferable to our
own. It is well known that it is costing
the New South Wales Government approxi-
mately £7,000,000 per annum for the relief
of the unemployed in the form of rations.
Is is also well known that the cost in
Victoria is approximately £2,000,000, and in
Bouth Australia about £1,500,000 per annum.
In New South Wales a tax for this pur-
pose commences with Is. in the £1, and
there is a suggestion to increase the amount
to 2s. and perhaps 2s. 6d. in the £1.

Mr. Porrock: What has that {o do with
the Bill?

Mr. KENNY: I am referring to the
Labour policy. If the Labour policy 1s

carried out in the Fedrral avena and in
New South Wales, then it is only reasonable
to assume that, if the Labour Party are
returned to power in {Rueensland, a similar
policy will be adoptad here. The Deputy
Leoader of the Opposition visited New South
Wales as the reprosentative of the Queens-
land Lahour Party to assist the ryeturn to
power of the Tang Government. He
returned to this Hous: and said, “ I have
been doing good work in New South Wales.
I put Jack Lang in.” We know very well
that after he came back he advoceted the
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Lang policy. He advocated repudiation,
and so did his party.

Mr. PorLrock: What has that to do with
the Bill?

Mr. KENNY: It has quite a lot to o
with the unemployed, and this Bill deals
with the unemployed. If we repudiate our
indebtedness, how are wo to get the necessar,
money to relieve the situation® What Is to
be our positicn if the policy of the Depu
“Leader of the Opposition is adopted? Ho
arc we to obtain fresh capitel to absorb tr
people in industry? The Opposition h
admitted that ther are unable to offer any
constructive suggesticn. They are prepared
to allow the position to drift until, e« rhey
say, they recach the Treasury benches, when,
az they say, they will do the job. It is
only reasonable to argue that the job will
be donc in the same way as it has besn
done in New South Wales, in the Federal
sphere, and in other Labour-governed States.
The Leader of the Opposition and the
Deputy Leader of the Oppositionr have
argued that the relief worker« should be paid
the basic wage. I should be very pleased
to be able to go to my people and say that
every man emplosed in Queensland was in
receipt of the basic wage. It is nccessary
to provide the work, but we must first find
the money.

When we go looking for money, we all
know that we arve at once referred to the
Loan Council. The Loan Council controls
the finances of Australia and also all bor-
rowings. When we approach the Loan
Counell, we are then rcferred to the bank-
ing institutions. We know quite well that
the Loan Council consists of the Premiers
and Treasurers of the Federal and State
Governments, including the Federal Labour
Prime Minister, the Federal Labour Trea-
surer, and the Labour Premiers of New
South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia.
Hon. members opposite have freely stated
that Australia is to-day being ruled by the
banks, and that these institutions are the
cause of all cur trouble. There again they
attempt to shift the responsibility from the
shoulders of the representatives of the vari-
ous Covernments to the shoulders of the
banking institutions. We have had evidence
recently to show that the banks do not
possess the money which hon. members oppo-
site have alleged. We all know that a run
on the bank caused the closure of the New
South Wales savings bank, that two banks
in Brisbane closed their doors, and that the
Primary Producers Bank of Australia
entirely suspended operations, Still . hon.
members opposite say that the banks have
all the money! They know quite well that
the banks are merely the custodians of the
deposits of the people who lodge their moner
with those ‘imstitutions for safe keeping.
They also know that the banks, in turn,
lend that money to Governments and indus-
try. So liberally have the banks advanced
moneys that they have loaned out 100 per
cent. of the deposits and 5 per cent. of their
reserves.  Could we have any more proof
of the fact that the banks do not possess the
money that hon. members opposite argue they
do? That is acknowledged by the Federal
Labour Treasurver and the Federal Labour
Party, because they have for some time past
been advocating a fiduciary currency.

In frying to grapple with this problem and
the financial position throughout the world

Mr, Kenny.)
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the various Labour leaders are beginning
to realise that Labour’s policy cannot be
given practical effect to. That is tanta-
mount to acknowledging that Labour has no
policy to solve the problem. Only recently
we had the fact of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald,
the late Labour Prime Minister in Britain,
forming a National Government to overcome
the cconomic crisis.  If Labour should be
nnfortunate enough to recapture the Trea-
sury benches of Queensland, we would find,
when the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
attempted to put into effcet his poliey of
repudiation, that the present Leader would
wrobebly net support him,

inister has dealt very fully with tha
vie question of unemplovment, He has
shown what has been dowe. and what the
policy of the Government is. According to
the information he furnished., 25,000 men
have been granted some form of cmployment.
There are still creat number of works
waiting to be done in North Qucensland.

Mr. Pease: Including the reconditioning
of the Itheridge railway.

Mro KENNY: I am glad the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition interjects. because
that reminds ywe that T asked him the other
day if he were speaking for his party when
he said that he objected to thut work being
done under the unemployment relief scheme,
and he wiid he was.

Mr. Prasg: We object to it being done
at starvation rates.

Mr, KENNY: I amn not convinced of the
sincerity of the objection of hon. members
opposite to that work. I maintain that the
work ‘of reconditioning the Etheridge rail-
way should be done; and I am asking the
Minister to carry out this work, even if if
must be done under the unemployvment relief
scheme. T shall not cease my advocacy for
that work until it is an accomplished fact.

If it is not done by this Government, then
I will not cease to urge it on the next
Government. There is plenty to be done so
far as this work is concerned. T maintain
that men are better employed carning that
money in the outlying portions of this State
where they have an opportunity to establish
themselves on the land than in being idle.
This is the only comprehensive scheme that
has been evolved in Australia. T do not say
that the scheme is the last word in the soly-
tion of the unemployment problem; it can
be improved upon. There are works in North
Queensland—one particularly in my own elec-
torate—which could be undertaken, where
roads could be opened, and adjoining land
sclected with advantage to men who would
be given a living area and established for
life. That, of course, is different from the
scheme that was put forward to the Minister
under which men would be given b-acre
blocks, on which they could do no more than
starve. Too many instances have already
been brought to our notice where men on
msufficient areas have had $o invoke the
assistance of the Government in order to
carry on. I do not intend to speak further,
but, in conclusion, I would urge the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition and his colleagues
to offer something constructive-—something
that will imply a better scheme than the
existing one. I know the Minister will be
only too pleased to accept any sound sugges-
tiom,

[Mr, Kenny.

Ay, COOPER (Bremer) [6.37}: The hon.
member who has just resumed his scat has
asked us to put forward a better scheme than
that which is now in operation; but I am
afraid the suspension of the Standing Orders
will not permit me to do so. The hon. mem-
ber for Cook has given us a fine illustration
of a type of politizian we have been reading
of in the last few months. The Treasurer
would probably know the type; they live on
racecourses and are known as ‘ hedgers.”

Mr. Kexxy: My, Speaker,—I rise to @
point of order. The hon. meinber for Bremer
las insinuated that T am a person known as
a ‘““hedger.” Tho term is offensive to me,
and T ask that the hon, member withdraw it.

My, SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member
to withdraw the offensive remark.

My, COOPER: C iuly. Mr. Speaker,
if the termm s offensive. I withdraw it;
1 have no alterpative. T did not intend to
ke offensive, but I do say that on the race-
courses there are persons known as hedgers.
That tvpe of person invests a vather large
sumi of money in a certain direction, and
then, to save himself, he lays off a certain
amount here and there. 1Ile is not unlike
ihe type of politician who, having placed all
his political faith on a certain party’s policy,
towards the end of his speech lays off a
little bit. The honr member for Cook, to-
wards the end of his speech, said that, while
this scheme was the very best that could be
designed, it was not all that it ought to be.
As the hon. member said, “1 could give
something better myself. I could suggest
something much belter than a 5-acre farm
on which mnon would starve; and I will sit
on the doorstep of this Government and on
the doorstep of all governments until the end
of my time or until I get the things I desire.”
That 1s what I meant by ‘ hedgmg.”

The hon. member also displayed that con-
servative type of mind that earnest but
misguided young men gencrally have. He
referred  to  3Air. Ramsay DMacDonald’s
defeetion from the Lalour Party in KEng-
lar:d. I would remind the hon. member
that the scheme to which the great bulk of
the British Labour Party objected was in
connection with the desire to save £96,000,000
in one year and the decision that £66,000,000
of that should be saved from the payments
to the unemployed. The objection of the
Labour Party to the scheme was the fact that
the bulk of the saving would be cffected at
the expense of the underdog. Enough of the
hon. member for Cook !

I was struck with some of the information
given to us by the Minister in his speech.
He told us that of the money that has been
spent £200,000 has been spent in the city
of Brisbane and £400,000 outside in the
country. He just drew that broad line
between Brisbanc and. its suburbs and the
rest of Queensland, and I was struck with
the remarkable definiteness of the line. It
was clear cut, and showed clear differentia-
{ion between Brisbane and the vest of
Queensland. And I was just wondering why
the Minister could not induce his Govern-
ment to make similar clearness in the matter
of the demareation of electorates in the
Electoral Distriets Bill with which we dealt
a little while ago.

The Minister also said that this expendi-
ture of money showed how the unemployed
in the country had been catered for
at the expense «of the wunemployed




Income (Unemployment Relief) [30 SepTEMBER.] Tax Acts Amendment Bifl. 1031

in the city; and he said that, by their large
expenditure of money in the country, the
Government were taking the unemployed
from the city to the country. It is not fair
for the Minister to try to have it both
ways. He cannot talk about the expenditure
of £100,000 for the benefit of the country
unemploved if he says the expenditure of
that £400,000 had the effect of attracting
many of the uncmployed from the city to
the country. That remarkable double state-
ment trring to get the benefit both ways
was made by the Minister.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY:
Tha work is done in the country.

Mr. COOGPER: The work is done in the
country, and the city unemployed are
engsgrd on that work, as the Ipswich unem-
ploved know. When the Minister tried to
make out that the Government had been
particularly good to the country unem-
plored at the expense of the city unemployed
he is endeavouring to make out a case that
his figurcs will not sustain.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
That is not my casc.

Mr., COOPER: It is part of it. 1 would
be sorry to try to deal with the whole of
the DBMinister’s case in the short time I
am allowed. The Minister also particularly
stressed the fact thas under the velief scheme
goods shed work had been done at Roma
Street and regrading bad been done on the
North Coast line ‘between Brisbane and
Gympie, with the result that where 278 tons
of freight could be hauled in the past
to-day 510 tons of freight could be hauled.
That is a big work; but I want to point
out that that work was commenced by the
Labour Government, and paid for at the
best wages.  Over and above that, the
work at the goods shed at Roma Street, the
North Coast deviation, and the regrading
work was all objected to by the Nationalist
Party when they sat on this side of the
Houie, Now they are asking to be given
credit for doing this work—not from general
taxation—not from the deep pockeis of the
whole of the people of Queensland—but from
the shallow pockets of the workers. Works
such as the cnlargement of the goods shed
at Roma Street, the construction of a better
line between Brisbane and Gympie so that
a higher tonnage may be hauled, is work
of a national character, which should be
borne by the national exchequer; and it
is doubly wrong to ask the unempioved and
the basic wage workers of this State to
bear the burden of such national work.
The Mirister cannot deny that this money is
being taken from the pockets of the workers.
Again the Minister cannot have it both
ways. He said that (s tax was in itsclf
a redistribution of income. It took from
those who had and gave to those who had
vot.  Yet at the introductory stage of this
measure, when the Opposition moved that
there should be an exemption of £104 per
anium. what did the Minister ray? e
said. ‘1 cannct accept such an amendment
for the simple reason that one-third of this
tax would net then he collected.”” If one-

third i+ to he collected from people who
receive less than £104 per annum, can vou
coucrive of a more iniquitous tax? Again

I suv that cither the statement of the Minis-
ter that this is a redistribution of income is
not = statement in accordance with fact, or

his other statement .that one-third of the
tax will come from people in receipt of less
than £104 per annum is not a correct state-
ment.  Again, the Minister cannot have it
both ways.

I notice that the hon. gentleman made
reference to the training of boys in various
directions, and I see from the papers that
they are to be trained in woodwork, sheet-
metal work, and in some other directions.
This is alleged to be a help to boys who go
upon farms. Nobody who has given any
study to the subject can deny that there 1s
good in the elementary training of boys
in this direction. I myself have secen a good
deal of the training of boys who at the
present time are unable to get employment.
I have seen capable boys doing splendid
work in connection with woodwork, engineer-
ing, and sheet-metal work. I say that that
is the real work of the Government, and it
should not be the duty of parents to provide
the money for the training of these boys.
If one-third of the money under this scheme
is to come from those who receive less than
£104 per annum, surely it is fair to surmise
that at least two-thirds of the money will
come from people with incomes of £200 a
vear or less! If two-thirds of the money
is coming from workers on and under the
basic wage, [ say it is an unjust Imposition
to put upon those parents the whole cost of
the training of their children in this par-
ticular direction. One of our boasts in this
State is that cducation is free, but there
can be no freedom in education where the
parents are charged with such a heavy
impost for the education of their children.

There is a dangerous aspect in regard to
this question. I believe the most dangerous
man we have to-day is the jack of all
trades and master of none. He generally is
more costly to the country than useful, and
we are likely by this scheme of the Min-
jster’s, unless we are very careful, to turn
out a great army of half-educated youths
who have no trade whatever, and who will
not be able in the future to apply in the
carning of their livelihood what they have
learnt.

The job of the Government is to do the
job they told the parents they would do—to
find employment for our boys and girls, to
provide apprenticeships which the boys and
girls are waiting for to give them that posi-
tion in life afferwards to which they are
entitled. One of the tragedies of the policy
of the Government is that they are a ¢ from
day to day Government”; they have no per-
spective, they cannot see into the future.
They have done nothing to provide for the
future in any way whatever; their only
concern is for the immediate needs of to-
day and to-morrow. They have not the
foresight which will allow them to do some-
thing for the rising generation. All they
serm able to do is to attempt to make some
provision for boys to get upon a farm in
some way or other, and to be trained in this
or that particular way, but they have noth-
ing definite in regard to their future. Can
this Government assure the boy who goes
on to a farm that, if he trains as a farmer,
he will be able to get land on which he may
put to good use his knowledge as a farmer?
Is this Government doing anything to pro-
vide markets for the extra produce which
will be grown as a result of training these
boys to become primary producers? Is there

Mr. Cooper.]
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any scheme, for instance, by which the wheat
they will grow will find a market overseas?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What did
vour Government do in that direction?
Absolutely nothing !

Mr. COOPER : The Secretary for Railways
knows, if any man in this House knows,
how =adly the parents of this country were
betrared by this Government. He knows
the promise made to the mothers and the
fathers as to what would be done for their
bovs and girls, IHe knows, for probably he
made them with his tongue in his cheek.
that thesc promiscs were made deliberately
10 mislead the people. I want to know who
i: going to do the canvassing for the jobs
shout . which the Sceretary for Labour and
Industry spoke a little while ago. He said
it would be their cundeavour to find jobs
for these boys.  What jobs?  Where? I
would like to refer the Minister to the
statement made by the President of the
Chamber of Manufactures in the city of
Brisbane just after his Govermment came
into power. He urged every employer
throughout the length and breadth of the
Stute to find one movre job for one more
man. That was the appeal of Alderman
Campbell.

Mr. Kmrwax : The Graziers’ Association at
Tongresch said the same thing.

Mr. COOPER: It was a great appeal
jwsued by a great Nationalist in a great
Nationalist cause. The trouble 1is that it
was issued in the Nationalist cause, and not
i the National cause. The appeal was
issued to save the Nationalist Party. Alder-
man Campbell could have issued that appeal
six months earlier, when the Labour Govern-
ment were in power; but he preferred to
issue it after the Nationalist Government
came into power—mnot for the sake of the
people who were out of work, but for the
sake of the Government who had then come
into power. Hon. members opposite cannot
say they belong to a National Government
in the widest sense of that term. That
stands out very plainly from what has been
done by them in the last two and a-half
vears.

The Minister also spoke about a land
settlement proposal. If T were to say any-
thing about land settlement, I would say.
“ Beware of experts, particularly in land
settlement.” I do not think any hon.
member need be told of the pitfalls into
which the previous Governments were led
in connection with land settlement—parti-
cularly for returned soldiers—by the experts.
Practically every settlement that was under-
taken was guaranteed by the experts; and
how many of them failed?

Mr. BoyD: Are you referring to Beer-
burrum ?

Hfr. COOPER: I am, and to others.

Ay, Boyn: Your people were in charge.

Mr. COOPER: It was thoroughly recom-
mended by the experts of the department.
It was not recommended by any Minister,
but earncstly by the experts of the depart-
ment; and in the case of every other settle-
ment  the recommendation was made in
exactly the =ame way. There was a gentle-
wen in thi* Houswe, the hon. member for
Windsor, who was on the Land Settlement
Coranittee. T think it may have been your-
solf, Wy, Speaker. He said that the Land
Settlement  Committes had done its work
in a very excellent wway He gave io it
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every possible credit, because he believed it
had done its work properly: and, whatever
the mistakes that were made, T believe they
were made on the advice of experts. Whas
ol the Coominya scttlement, near Ipswich?
It was boomed by the Chamber of Commerce
in Ipswich. They came to the Minister, and
urged the Govermment to settle soldiers at
Coominya. Uraziers, farmers, men who had
wide experience in the West Moreion dis-
trict, urged the Government to ifix the
settlement at Coominya, The settlement was
fixed there: and I do not believe that onse
man remains on that scttlement to-day.
My, Maurr: There is one there.

Mr. COOPER : Perhaps in the whole of
that district there was one little pocket of
suitable soil. The whole of that settlement
was a mistake—not a mistake so much on
the part of the Government as a mistake on
the part of the experts, who so earnestly and
continually advised that settlement. I warn
the Minister of experts. So far as experts
in land are concerned, I certainly stand with
the hon. member for Bowen in having the
greatest suspicions of them. The Minister
has stated that it will be possible to settle
people on unused alienated land with the
consent of the owner, and to assist them by
granting rations up to the value of the infer-
mittent relief work to which such a person
would be entitled. The Minister has also
stated that it might be contended that the
person should be entitled to a reward in
the same way as a prospector who discovers
a mineral field. He pointed out that, if a
prospector  discovered a mineral field and
floated a company, he was entitled to all he
got. We on this side agree with that; but
we also say that, if a man takes up five or
ten acres of private land, makes it pro-
ductive and becomes successful, then he is
just as much entitled to the whole of his
product as a man who discovers a mineral
field. If an unemployed man takes up five
or ten acres of alicnated land and makes a
success of it, then he should be given ths
land as his.

Mr. KeNNY: But you do not believe in
the freehold tenure.

Mr. COOPER: I believe that there should
be no further alienation of Crown land. That
is the platform of the Labour Party.

Mr, KeLso: You are hedging.

Mr. COOPER: I am not a hedger. The
platform of the Labour Party has for twenty
years contained this plank, ¢ No further
alienation of Crown land.” The Labour
Party has never threatened alienated land
except by way of taxation. If the Minister
is prepared to use alienated land, then in
common justice to the person who makes a
success of the land such person should bhe
given the land as his. He should be given
that land if he makes a success of land
that was not previously successfully used. As
a prospector is entitled to all the minerals
he finds, so the man who makes a success
in production from the land should be
entitled to the whole of the production; and
he cannot have the whole of the production
unless the land is his.

Some little time ago a man in Ipswich
having between £70 and £100 wrote to the
Minister asking to be put upon one of these
five-acre or ten-acre blocks, saying that he
was prepared to sink in it the money he
had in hand, provided the Minister guaran-
teed him rations until such time as he was
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on his feet. Up to the present he has
received no reply to his proposal; and I
believe it has been received somewhat with
a cold shoulder. I cannot understand that.
If it is a good thing to place men on_the
land who have no money, then surely it is
a better proposition to place on the land
men with £70 to £100 who are prepared to
use the money in the purchase of implements
and stock.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
he has £300°?

Mr. COOPER: I should say that he would
then have no need to go to the Minister
for assistance. A man with only £70 to
£100 cannot possibly support himself for
six or twelve months, He can merely buy
a few head of stock and a few implements;
but a man with £300, £400, or £600 could
probably do for himself by obtaining the
aid of the Agricultural Bank. The man
with a small amount of money cannot do
for himself; and I ask the Minister to
give partlcular attention to the case of the
man I have referred to.

I appeal to the Minister for a liberalisation
of thig scheme. The man who does a day’s
work is entitled to what the country con-
siders to be a day’s pay. It is the boast
of the Minister and of the people in charge
of intermittent relief work, at least up my
way, that the men engaged on intermittent
relief work are giving as good a day’s work
as the men cmployed by the local authorities
or anywhere else.

The SPCRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Quite right.

Mr. COOPER : The work that these men
do—the relief work and intermittent work—
is hard labour, and it is laborious labour.
When a man received rations previously.
having practically no work to do, his inroads
an the larder were not very great; but, when
a man does a hard day's cnmmem‘lom worlk,
he comes home tired; and, so that ho may
build up the phwsmal energy that is
destroy=d, he makes greater inroads on the
tarder th“tn is ozdmamly the case. In doing
o he must take from his wife and
childrer. Every wife and mother knows
that; and naturally the bulk of the
food Lh t 1w purchnqu must go to the wage-
carner who has to do the one, two, or three
days’ hard work for the money he receives
T uree the Minister to make up the narnmgs
of the relief work at least to the basic wage.
The little extra monev thus received will
allow the good housewifs to make that pro-
vision for the energs which a man uses up by
reasen of the Taborious work, and at ﬂm
same time give to her and her children thei
fair share of the amount allowed thcm.
insufficieny as it ix.  Wailing that, I urge
the Minizter tn consider the question of

Supposing

giving the relief workers an extra day's
work.

The S7rRuTARY YOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
If it i financinlly possible, that will be done.

Mr. COOPER: I urge the hon. geuntleman
to l"lll\(‘ it financially possible. Iic ha= oreat
seore 1n the ine
£E00 = \d upwards to allow that to be dene,
T was 'f to draw the honr. gentleman’s atten-
tion to ancthor matier, and that is to make
provision az far asz he can for the women
and girls of Ipawich and district. Thev
are a soction of our workers who have
enjoyed in the past a fair amount of work.
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We had a shirt factory in Ipswich which is
now closed, and the only two woollen mills
in the State, which employed females to a
larze extent, are not working regularly, We
also have a clothing factory in Ipswich, but
that is not working with absolute regularity
on account of the depression; therefore,
niuch work that was given previcusly to
female workers is not now available. That
means that there is a big number of
women and girls in the Ipswich district-out
of work.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Establish your Social Serviec League in
Ipswich, and I will see what I can do to
assist you.

My. COOPER : For many years there have
been two benevolent societics in existence
in Ipswich. Xven in good times there are
people who need assistance, while in bad times
the number grows, and grows considerably.
Tor long years—longer perhaps than the
Minister himself can count—these benevolent
societies have been in existence, and have
done good and faithful work. It has been
their job in good and in bad seasons to
continue that work. They have the place
organised probably as no other centre in
Queensland is organised. They know the
needy people, and they know those who are
likely to try to imposs on them. In a small
centre like Ipswich you cannot put over

much imposition because evelybodv is
known., But bzcause these societies, having
done their work year in and year oub

faithfully and well to the satisfaction of
their subscribers—because these two societics
have not joined up with the Social Service
League, they are banned and considered to
Le outside the pale.

The SucreriRYy FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
They need only affiliate.

Mr. COOPER: They were asked to pay
a foe and contribute towards the expenses of
the organising sccrefary.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
A purely nominal fee.

Air. COOPER: That is a shocking imposi-
tion to put on women who have given of
their best in the scrvice of the poor and the
nendy. That i1s a poor recompense to people
who have acted so faithfully. I urge the
Minister to waive the instruction about
affiliation with the Social Servies League.
I can =ssure him, as can others also, that ovsr-
lapping cannot "exist for very long in Ips-
wich, In any case, qurely it is better that
overlapping shculd exist than that there
should be underlapping.

The S:CRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Let them afiiliate.

Mr., COOPER : Thesc socicties, \Vhi(‘h have
done noble work and are doing noble work,
feel very bittsrly the fact that o subsuly
has bzen denicd them. Now the Minister
has an opportunity to do something, to let
the past go, and give the societies that
recognition which is their due. Into no
better hands could the work be givc;:]. i
can guarantee thw no money alloeuted under
this scheme conld be better applied than
to the socieiles which I have mentioned. ¥
ask the hon. gentleman to review the situa-
tion, and, in the largenoss of his heart, to
gl‘ive to those socicties that which is their
due.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOTR AND INDUSTRY:
We ask them to affiliate.

Mr. Cooper.]
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Mr. COOPER: That is a minor point.
After thirty or forty years’ service to the
poor it is a very weak tribute to think that
a subsidy is denied to them because they
refuse to affiliate.

If the Minister cannot do all the things
asked for, I urge him to do some of them.
Christmas is drawing near; we are within
three months of it. There are some demands
made upon us at Christmas; and I ask the
Minister not to overlook this season, at any
rate. If he can do nothing else in regard to
the appeals I have made, I urge him at
least to give to all men on intermittent and
relief work a full week’s work on the basic
wage just before the scason of ‘ Peace on

earth, goodwill toward men.”

Mrs. LONGMAN (Bulimba) [T.4]: It 1is
very unfortunate that it has been found
necessary to increase the unemployment

The (tovernment regret that very
much indeed, and they have not done 1t
because they like doing it. We have heard
repeatedly that this is a form of raising
taxation, and we have been asked, “ Do you
think the people can stand any more taxa-
tion?” The Government fully realiso that
the people cannot stand more taxation if
there is no nccessity for taxation; but there
comes a time when we have to choose
between two evils. We cannot choose to let
the people suffer more than can be avoided,
and, when those who will bear the burden
of this ecxtra taxation know, as many of
them do alrcady. the splendid work that has

relief tax.

been done by the department to provide
work in order to give people food, then
they will be quite ready to render that

extra help towards those more unfortunate
than themsclves. The Minister is to be very
much congratulated on the way in which he
has carried out this difficult work. No doubt
it has been = tremendous task; but, from
what we know--and we on both sides of
the House do know what has been done to
deal with this difficult question—we cannot
but give him praise for the way in which
he has performed the work; and we should
be ready as oze body to help him forward.

t is distinetly creditable that, in spite of
all the extra work that has been involved
in connection with these schemes, so little
extra cost has been incurred. The Minister
has told us that the cost involved in the
administration of this fund has been only
something like 4.3 per cent., That is very
creditable  indecd.  We  have been told
throughout this discussion that unemploy-
ment has increased {remendously in Queens-
land. Of course it has increased; but I
should like to point out that since January
of last year it has increased in New South
Wales by about 25 per cent., and throughout
the metropolitan  districts of New South
‘alee 1t has inercascd by almost 50 per
cont. We ¢an con ulate ourselves that
Ouesnslend is in a much better position.
It is disappointing that at this crisis in the
nation’s life we, as the represvuntatives of the
prople of flueensiand, should not he working
together and giving of our best towards a
soluticn of this problem quite irrespestive
of party.

To-day the Leader of the Opposition, in
a passionate outburst of words, gave us what
he considers will be a solution of the trouble.
We all know that this scheme is not the
ultimate solution of the trouble. We have
said from the very beginning that it is only

[Mr. Cooper,

a palliative. Woe still say that it is 2 pallia-
tive; but none of us is unaware of the fact
that theve are big things that must be done
throughout the world if we are to bring
about tinancial and econcmic stability. The
Leader of the Opposition spoke on this
matter at considerable length; but I fail to
sec that he, as the leader of a party, is help-
ing us at all in Queensiand to-day to deal
with the immediate problem; and thai must
come first. In Quecnsland there should be a
coalition, or at least a co-operation, of both
parties working together to make better the
lot of the unemployed; to make better the
conditions in industry; and, although the
Government are strong enough both in
numbers and in will and ability to go ahead
and do what has to be done to help Queens-
land through this difficult time, yet how
much easier and better it would be for the
whole of the State if we had the co-operation
of hon. members opposite ! I think that, when
we know-—and we do know—that some of
themn at least realise that we arc doing the
best thing it is possible to do; and when
we know that they fcel that, and that
they are mnot loath to say so in private
conversation, it is most disappointing that
here—and I cannot but think it is only for
propaganda purposes—they do nothing bus
vilify swhat the Government have done and
are doing to-day. Just after listening to the
speech of the ILeader of the Opposition I
read the words of Sir Arthur Steel-
Maitland when moving the third reading
of the Kconomy Bill in Great Britain, and
1 could not but contrast the two. I would
like to read those words, which are iine and
noble words, and which will ring across the
world to-day and bring hope to many—
“ The crisis was confronting other
countries and would confront nearly
every country in the world. It was not
merely a difficulty that could be sur-
mounted, leaving the world just as it
was before.  These difficulties  were
really pains that went before the birth
of a new stote of affairs, and that was
a fact that everyone would be forced
to recognise.  Within ten years from
now there would be a regime of inter-
national agreement on economics and
finance surpassing anything bitherto con-
templated. This question would equal,
if mot surpass, In importance the ques-
tion of armaments., Coal would have
to be dealt with, as would international
lending of capital, and quite possibly
cancerted action for preventing undue

fluctuations in credit. That kind of
action was coming and would quite
intimately affect the welfare of the
maszes of people in all the different
countries. It would affect Intimately
employment and the standard of life.

People looking back some years hence
would realise that the international
stops were the incvitable outcome of
post-war conditiors and that it was only
the jealousies and suspicions of the
nations that had made the approach to
them uncertain and fumbling.”

Theose words express to a certain degree
the sentiments of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion here to-dar. But what did Sir Arthur
Steel-Iaitland do in the hour of his country’s
crisis?  He joined with his erstwhile politi-
¢l oproncats, and is doing his best to
bring shout an immediate amelioration of
the conditions of the people of Great
Britain. He is not waiting until some great
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scheme is launched.  ITe hopes some inter-
national action will come, and he iz doing his
best to bring ir about; but in the meantime
he is desling with the immediate affuirs of
the nation. He is not standing apart and
thinking of his cwn partz: be i3 not think-
ing of his own position. He feels that 1t 13
necossary to join with other political parties,
and thus help {o bring about better condi-
tions for the whole country. If we could
do that in Quesnsland te-day, there would
be no danger of the people, when theyr l:ten
to the spceches that have been put forward
in this discussiown. thinking that they would
like to turn out some of us and bid us
“make room for honester men.” It
may be that this way of dealing with matters
has grown up in our midst. It scems to
me that it is almost impos:ible to deal with
any big question without dragging in pavty
but, for all that, T think it is to be deplored.
I have hoped and hoped that there might
be soma members of the Opposition who
would be brave enough to stand up and say,
“ 1 think you are doing the verr best thing
that could be done at the present time.”
I believe zome of them think it. I know
that, if they were to express their opinions
honestly, they would say, “ Well, this is the
best that can be done” or even ** This 13
good. but we can help you to make it still
vetter. Let us help you.” The position is
unfortunate, and 1 think Quecensland will
suffer because of that.

We have heard a great deal to-day of
criticism about the way in which the women
have been provided for under this scheme.
We have heard too much of this talk.
Tiverybody realises that it is very difficult
to provide relief work for women—more
difficult than for men—but it is not fair to
allow it to be said that nothing has been
done for the women. Certainly the relief
work swhich has been given to themy in the
wayv of scwing has proved of great henefit
to those who have had it. Up to the date of
the last return, 688 individual women had
been employed at this sewing work, and we

have now 120 each week. We hope that
other kinds of work will soon be avail-
able. Apsyt  from  that., very soon

after this scheme came into operation rations
were given to single women; and it was not
long after we camne into office that we
realised that there was a certain hardship in
connection with the ration system which had
to be rectified.

The baby under six months of age got
no rations at all. Of course, that was an
anomaly. If the baby did not need the
rations, the mother needed the extra food;
and that defect was remedied almost immedi-
ately. Fvery single woman was given rations
wherever necessary.

We have heard a great deal from hon.
memburs oppesite sbout the washerwoman.
I am sure that, when they hear of what has
been said by hon. miembers opposite, they
will think that at last they are being remem-
bered by some of their comrades. They have
been used extensively in this debate. I know
very many of them, and have the very
greatest respect for these women, who,
through force of circumstances, have to go
out and carn their own living in this way
when thery should be at home looking after
their children; and I know quite well that,
if they are permitted to help a little those
who may be worse off than they are them-
selves, they are ready and willing to do it;

*
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and thev arc doing it quite apart from this
schieme. As a matter of fact, most people
who are employing casual labour pay the
tax themselves, I fecl that members of the
Opposition must be feeling very sad and
sorry, when they think of these poor washer-
women, that they did not, when In office, and
when there was so much more money about,
give them pensions or provide for their chii-
dren the childhood endowment which has
beon talked about for so many years.

Mr. BrassiNneToN: You think all this soft
talk will save you.

Mirs. LONGMAN: I am not thirking of
saving myself. I am thinking of saving the
people of Queensland. (Hear, hear!) That
is what we on this side stand for. We hear
too much talk in this House about saving
ourselves and our skins. It is time that
someone stood up and reminded us that we
have been elected as representatives of the
people, not for the good of ourzelves, but to
work for the people who sent us here and
do our best for them. I feel proud of the
fact that the Secretary for Labour and In-
dustry and his department have been able
to do as much as they have done in this
direction.

Mr. Hyxes: In saving your political skins,
too.

Mrs. LONGMAN: That is a taunt I very
often hear in this ITouse, and it does not
refleet credit on the men who throw that
sort of remark across the Chamber.

Mr. HynEs: It is true.

Mrs. LONGMAN: It may be true of the
hon. member who interjects, but, thank God,
it is not true of every hon. member.

We have heard quite a lot during this
discussion about the intentions of the Min.
ister to make loans available to farmers to
enable them to give employment. That is
a very important feature, and one that I
regret was not adopted last session. If it
had been adopted then a greater number of
our boys would io-day be in employment and
off the streets. I hope that the scheme will
be brought into operation at a very early
date. Some doubts have been expressed
as to how it will be operated, certain mem-
bers opposite being afraid that the money
will be used by way of small gifts to the
friends of the Government. I want to assure
the Opposition that they need have no fear
on that score; the present Government do
not do things in that way. The Leader of
the Opposition referred to the proposed loans
at a low rate of interest as a distribution of
largesse. I do not like these nasty sus-
picions, but I feel that they must be rooted
in things that happened during the regime
of the Labour Government. I do not like
to think that. I hate to be suspicious, but,
after hearing the remarks from the other
side of the House, one is compelled to think
as I am thinking. However, I assure the
Opposition that there will be no_danger of
the money being distributed as gifts; every-
thing will be aboveboard. The money will
be made available to peopnle bhest able to
employ those in need of cmployment. It
will be provided for those who will help our
boys and the men who are with them, so that
they will eventually have a liking for the
land, and. will settle there after the pre-
sent crisis is over. I believe that will
assist this State to a greafer extent than
any scheme we have in hand at the present

Mrs. Longman.}
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time. Before long I hope to see a spirit of
compromise and a spirit of co-operation——

Mr. Duncop: Cut out party politics.

Mrs. LONGMAN: Cut out party politics !
We should cut out the partisan spirit. I
believe that we shall always have party
polities, but in a time of crisis we should
be big enough to do away with the feeling
of partisanship. Let us think of our country
before ourselves and before our party. I
notice that at a time of crisis the Labour
Party as a whole—I do not say all Labour
people—is found wanting; the party cannot
meet a crisis. The truth of that 1s to be
found in these circumstances. At every
time of difficulty and in every crisis in the
country the best men of the Labour Party
leave the party. That has happened over
and over again. We have 1t in Great
Britain to-day, and we have it in the
Federal Parliament to-day. We have had it
in this State on other occasions. The best
members of the Labour Party will not stand
amongst those who put partisanship first.
They put their country first, and conse-
quently have to come out of the party. I
hope that some members of the Opposition
will come out, and will be bold enough to
say that they are prepared to assist us in
our national work. I should like to see the
hon. member for Brisbane come out.

My, Kigwan: I know you too well.

Mrs. LONGMAN : I should like to see him
come out and say: “I am going to help you.
I am still a Labour member, and I adhere
to Labour principles; but 1 "feel that what
you are doing is bigger than party. I will
become one of you for the time belng, and
I will help vou in your big task.”

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory) [7.30]1: The
hon. member for Bulimba has suggested
that the parties in this House might well
adopt the spirit of compromise. 1t depends
on what is meant by compromise. There is
an illustration of the meaning of that word
in the old story of a young man who was
mgage 4 to be married. He told a friend
nf his that the girl and himself could not
make up their minds as to the w edding day
on account of g difference of opinion as to
what sort’ of hedclothes should be used. One
of the bones of contention was that the lady
desired linen sheets, and hc insisted that
cotton sheets were c‘ulte good enough. This
friend. who advised him to compromise, met
him a onth later. and was delighted to
find that he and his lady were married. He
also learnt that his friend had at last com-
promised on the guestion of the bed linen;
]7Uu the compre nise was that the wife had
all her own wav, and that she had
8 med 11 linen shect. Naturally that is
e kind of compromise which the Govern-
meut require frem the Labour Party. The
Government require two linen shests; and
I do not believe that they want one linen
sheet ard one cotton sheet.

Lozeumax: We always stend for the

Ar. POLLCCK . The idea of the Govern-
moent as to the Opposition compromisivy
with them is thst wo should adopt their

principles or boecome accomplices in  the
policy they bave adopted. We desline
that kind of compromise. I think I can sav
for cvery member on this side of the House
thet, where we can lend our aid to a genuine
scheme that will in any way permanently

[ifre. Longman,
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relieve unemployment,
help.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY :
Where is that scheme?

AMr., POLLOCK: As I proceed, I will
indicate just where this scheme falls short.
The man who would object to doing anything
either to relieve unemployment or distress m
these times, considering the amount that is
around us to be seen by anybody, would
indeed be a hard-heurted man. I believe
hon. members on this side, with their know-
ledge of working cond}tmns, and with their
experience as workers themselves before they
entered this House, are sufficiently acquainted
with the difficultics of the pcople who are
unemployed to understand just what their
problems are. Most of us on this side were
wage-earners before we came here.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
this side, too.

Mr. POLLOCK : I am not disputing that.
Certainly most of us who have been wage-
earnces realisc the difficulties associated with
memployment, and the dangers of con-
tinued unemployment with its misery and
despsir, especially in the case of those who
aroe un cmployed for any length of time.
Because we know these things we are pre-
pared io lend a hand to any scheme thak
offers anything like a satisfactory solution
of the problem.

The first thing we have to do in examin-
ing a Bill of this kind is to call thingz by
their right names. This is not a Bill to cure,
or even tempurarily relieve, unemployment.
That is true, whether we like it or not.

Mr. Krrso: It does not pretend to be &
cure.

ST, POTTOCV‘ The Bill does not pro-
poeu 13 provide any permanent solution for
unemployment; and” so far as I can read
the .lJlll and have been able to follow the
prine lpl(‘\ upon which the Xiinister has
worked sinc: the unemployment relief tax
was imposed last year, it merely seeks tu
continue the dole and compal people to work
fer the dole, I will not dispute for a
moment the question of the desirability of
men working for value received. It iz true
that the money paid under this scheme is a
dole, because the men receiving it are
ted to carn it
SECRETARY TOR BAILWAYS: Any
received for work is not a dole.

Mr. POLLOCX : The rates these workers
are paid are so low that we cannot get away
frem the dole principle on that account. If
a measure of this kind were intended to be
permanest. I would say that it should get
to the root of unemployment, and that it
should seck to cure the causes of unemploy-
moant.  That is, if it were a genuine measure
to attempt in any way to stem the tide of
unemployment. If the measure is recognised
merely as a tomporary expedient, thesn it is
desizned to fill a gap and relieve distress.
for the time being. If that is the case, we
cught to call the Bill by its proper name,
for it is not an Uncmployment Relief Bill
at all. If this Rill merely plays with the
dols, recognises, encourages, and continues to
encourage and recognise the dole, then it
is a dangerous thing for this House to play
with, In an attempt to have a mecasure to
deal definitely with unemployment it is neces-
sary to get at the causes of uwnemployment
as we know them. I do not believe that

we arc prepared to

And on

money
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anything I say will be news to anybody in
this House; but at least, so far as I can,
I am trying to clarify the position so that
the public shall be under no iilusions as to
what this 13ill mesns,

The main root cause of unemployment
to-day that has spread over a period of
twenty years has been the growth of modern
automatic and semirautomatic machinery.
Automatic telephones, pipe lines instead of
carts to convey oil from steamers, motor
ploughs as against large numbers of horse
ploughs that were ordinarily used on big
sugar plantations, adding machines, talking
picture entertainments—all of those things
are prolific causes of unemployment. The
huge number of people who have been thrown
out of work in every country in the world
because of those improvements has grown
to alarming proportions, and is still grow-
ing. Take, for example, the automatic tele-
phone as a case in point. The day on which
the automatic telephone system switched over
in Brisbane over 300 people were thrown out
of employment—300 people who ordinarily
had some sort of constant emplorment. If
you go down the Brisbane River, you will
see the Texaco Company’s oil and petrol
depot at Hamilton. Prior to the installation
of a pipe-line soniething like tifty nien were
emploved three or four times a year shifting
the oil from the ship to the depot. To-day
a tap is turned on. and the oil is run through
a pipe line. Nothing wreng with that; but
it is a czuse of unemployment. I think it
was the Fairymead plantation which years
ago had seven or cight hundred people work-
ing on it, looking after horses, and working
the plounghs and enltivators required on the
plantation. Now the work is done by many-
furrowed plonghs pulled by motor tractors,
and, in plice of 700 of 800 men, there are
nrobably from twelve to twenty men doing
the same amount of work., The installation
of adding machines in offices has meant the
displacemeni of large numbers of men and
women. The talking pictures have thrown
practically all our musicians and entertainers
out of work; and there is very little scope
for these people to exercise their talents and
cater for the amusement of the public. These
and a theousand cther things I could mention
heve been yesponsible for huge numbers of
people being thrown out of work. To place
those people back in work is the problem of
any Government, whethor the Government
be Tabour or Nationalist. That state of
affairs hss gore on, and will continurs to go
on, whether the Government be Nationalist
or Labour. How to dcal with it is the
problem. In considering this case it occurs
to me that a huge sum of money must have
been paid to these people during the time
they were in that employment that is now
being diverted elsewhere.” Where is it going
to? Who is gotbting 1t? Is the product anw
cheaper for the general public; or is the
money that used to go in payment of
employees going into the hands of a few
pecrle who have invented these machines,
or is it in the hands of others who own these
machines?  And. if so, how are we to get
back.ﬁufﬁcient of the money to enable these
onc-time workers to live decently? Is the
dole the only solution? ’

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Advertising takes
a lot of it.

Mr. POLLOCK : Advertising may take
some of it, but there is a big wages fund
that must make someone increasingly
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wealthy, while a big proportion of the
people are thrown on the labour market.

The Secrerary rFor Rammwavs: A lot is
going in interest on the money borrowed te
pay for those machines.

Mr. POLLOCK: The fact remains that
these people are out of work, and they will
coutinue to be out of work; and the job of
all Governments, whataver their political
colour is to find work for them of a per-
manent natmre to take the place of the work
they have left.

The SECRETARY FOR RAmLwAYs : Tell us how
to do it.

My, POLLOCK : If it is desired I can deal
with this question from a party standpoint.
and abuse the Government; but I do not
desire to do that. 1 desire, first of all, to
examine the causes that have led to this vast
amount of unemployment in order that we
may find out whether the thing we are doing
i» best calculated to relieve it. Take the
motor car that is run purely for pleasurc.
That 1s something 1in Australia that
obviously will have to go unless these people
who are thrown out of work are to remain
o1 the breadline and a few people are to be
permitted to live in luxury. The imported
motor car, which is made mostly by Ameri-
can labour, run in this country on American
peirol, produerd and refined by foreign
labour, is something that has taken a vast
amount of money out of this country. It
has displaced horses and the horse-breeding
industry in this country; it has thrown out
of work the producers of feed for those
horses, and has in every way tended to ereate
more unemploymeut. I am not so much a
troglodzte s to believe that you can push
back the march of srisnce and invention; but
thewo thines are geing on in almost every
country every day, and they are continually
disnlacing people. Our own resonress ave nob
heing d. Our coalmines, which supply our
railways with coal, are working half-time,
while we are importing American petrol to
run motor cars in competition with the rail-
ways. In a well-ordered State those things
could not happen. I am trying to get below
the surface in this unemployment problem,
in order to find out whether we are tackling
it in the prorer manner. The negleet of
our trams, trains, and so on, has been quite
a large cause of unemployment, and that has
meant much money going overseas for the
purchase of motor cars and petrol to run
them, when we have adeguate conveyances
in this country that could be run with our
own fuel, and with engines and trains made
by labour within this State.

There is another thing that has caused
unemployment, and, to be fair, one cannot
ignora it. That is the fall in prices. There
can be no doubt that the general fall in
pricas has been responsible for quite a good
deal of unemployment. Whether that fall in
prices takes place undec a Jabour Govern-
ment or under a Nationalist Government, the
cffect is very considerable upon people who
have to work for a living. When you examine
the unemployment caused by the fall in
prices, it is questionable just what is to
happen if price levels remain as they are.
The plane upon which this question is being
handled is that, when prices fall, wages fall,
and people are thrown out of employment in
a wholesale manner. Apparently the Govern-
ment are staking everything upon this Bill,
which is merely a temporary expedient—

Mr. Pollock.]
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merely a continuation of the dole in the
hope that prices will again incrcase. If
prices do not increase, then the logival infer-
ence is that the thousands of peoplo who are
out of work in Queensiand, carrying their
swugs on the verge of starvation, forced to
work for whatever an cmployer is prepared
to offer them, must still be prepared to do
that until prices rise atrmin No attempt is
made to argu~ that, when prices fall,
bedy but the genelal casnal worker should be
forced to bear some share of the bueden. If
we were to agres to compromise sufficiently
to help the Government to put into cffect a
policy which would continue these men on
the track cvery time there was a fall in
prices, which would reduce wages to the
coolic level every time there was a fall in
price, and only give to working people a
decent living wage at a time when prices
were raised suﬁ]m(“ﬂly to cnable employers
to live in luxury, then obviously the working
man in this State is at the mecey of overseas
prices; and his standard of ]lunrr is entirely
dependent upon whatever prices we can get
ior our primary products. That should not
be the case in a well-ordered community.

A Goverxmzxt Meuser: How
obviate that?

Mr. POLLOCK : I argue that, if prices ave
to remain at their mcsert Ie\ol sacrifices
must be made by other people to feed the
peopk who are now unemployed—sacrifices

tie people who can best afford to make
hf\m

1 did not get up with the object of dealing
with this « restion fxom a party mudpomt
There are covtain things in the Bill to which
I object vory strongly; and I do not believe
that the 1 -1 i in cL\}cr

we

dxl 1L can do payment of

the dele—to B —to zive cov

tiin political patrvonase and favouritism to
INe PoGy while cthervs ave continuing to
alk the wrack.

The
You ar

NDUSTRY @

% any
world, holds the view
nouna‘z tinmes, and that
19230 was the abnormal
the casn, then ave we
IR (*o“nechou with a Bl of this
d in conzidering just what is to be the
iecy of the CGoverument, if prices remain
as ther are to-d:v? That is the thing that
disturbs e, If rrices remain as they are
to- dax*unu some great thinkers behove they
will remain for many yvars to come—then
; cur people will have to get some-
thing better out of the social order than they
are now getting. If we do not give them
something better, it will be impossible to
avoid somo social disturbance that will upset
all our preconceived ideas. We¢ have in this
country to-day over the age of 21 a com-
munity of people everyone of whom can
read and write, everyone of whom has been
used from childhood to the best of food and
good clothes. They are people who are

[My. Pollock.

G U

educated. who can read and write and under-
stand the problems of the day as well as
mast members of this House—some of them,
perhaps, a good deal better. You cannot
take from thoso peaple a decent and sensible
standard of living which gives them enough
to eat and drink end reduce them to the
standard of coolies without making trouble.
It is obvious that these people know to-day

that they are as good as anybody else, and
that they are as ‘nuch e*)tltled to a decent
living as anybody cise. You cannot reduce
thom from decent conditions to the conditions
which existed forty or fifty years ago without
very serious social disturbance. So I say
that these in this Chamber who seriously con-
sider this question, and who believe in the
existing social order and the desire to con-
finue constituticnal government and parlia-
ments and democracies, must bend their
cnergies to seeing first of all that those people
are properly fed and clothed. This Bill does
not even pretend to do that.

The RMlinister says that he wants sugges-
tions. I frankly admit that, if we werc to
sit here from now until New Year’s Day,
we would not get any nearer a solution of
the nnemployvinent problem than we are *o-
day. It is not my function to show how the
problen: can be relieved; but I hope that
from what I have said there may be ohtained
a germ of an idea which will help someone
Fat 12 all that any man can hepe

heranse th trouble 1s as old as the
os deep =5 the sea, and as wide as
world; and all that we can hope for

here by the

palliate it

3ill or any other measure is to

: You cannot give us any bet-
tion then this?
CLLOCK : If the vouthfu! moember

understond that there are 6,000,000
cd in the Unitod States of America,
nation after the war, 8,000,000
and 2,500,070 in England, he
soe that we would be super-men
I fory &’Cu a scherce which
41

£

oudomr this o

1d be

wot

‘mc‘ econom
rh;u itha
If a man
as an

Hwn cbel

i dazs
intermittent relief
usly he ouﬂht to

that work—that the

work as determined b“ the

ion trlbu‘n"l of the State. I do not

know how hon. m °rs opposite ran object
to thaot, because every one of them, the
Premier included, said when he went to
ﬂle country that he would stick by arbi-
tration. Some oven went so far as to say

hab they would cross the floor of the House
and votc against their party if arbitration
were withdrawn from the workers. What-
ever the rate of pay is to be, it should be
a rate commensurate with the value of the
work which a man performs.

The Preazer: What is the value of if?

Mr. POLLOCK : The Industrial Court is
the body which determines the value of
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fabour, I cannot tell the hon. gentleman
what it is, nor iz Parliament competent to
tell us the value of labour. 1f we could tell
the value of labour, why should we set up
an  arbitration tribunal? I say that this
scheme of payment of less than award rates
tends to level down the value of wages.
That is obvious. Everywhere reduced
wages are paid ther become, where there is
no award—and there are many places where
awards have been abolished by this Govern-

ment—the basic wage for that district. The
law of supply and dJdemand does operate
there. The MMinister knows it. If a man

can get relief workers for three days for
30s., that will be the rate which everybody

will pay. Whether we like it or mnot, or
svhether that is intended or nof, the
scheme has the cffect of reducing wages

down to the level preseribed by the Minister
under the scheme, where there are no
awards to proteet wage levels.

Let me show, if T can, just where the
scheme falls short of our requirements to-day.
The Minister will agrec that (’omparatnoly
few men are em,aloved under the scheme in
comparison with the total number of unem-
pleyed. Some ave getting more or less
permanent relief work., whilst others are
working under the intermittent scheme, The
total numbei who will be employed, or can
be employed, under the new scheme after
this taxation has been raised will not be
more than a mere percentage of the total

number of \memploved TLast year this tax
was estimated by the Minister to vield
£900.000; but it yiclded only £702.000. Tt
i3 now caumutnc‘ thet, after doubling the
tax and m“ou\ 1 exemption of £104
1 I be Dbetween
It is safe to say
] *‘hqf that estimate will
T do mot think the Minister i3
to be sure that it will be
Loevon af nﬂonb‘mn the fax
much more
ition_of half

' the

and
E) not Tikely
he realised.

s0 opfimistic
realised; so that
we ave notb ab
W btained

Viis (‘

the situati

will be nes ; te ady

(‘xr)ubb‘d tax in order to obiain t" )
viil be obtained

Tt will prebably be hee essary

w the 51, 1
s for another
in the tax-
The extra
sronoses to
prov ide either
ermittent work
the vnemployed in
like 1t,  Nor will he
her das's work and pay
to these who are at present employed under
the relief scheme. If Le could do that, then
it would be contended by those V\ho were
unable to obtain any work at all under the

cheme that, as the basis of the relief scheme
was the spread of the fund es far as possible,
they would be entitled to that day's worl
in preference to others who were already in
receipt of two or three days’ work per week.
No matter what may be the basis of taxa-
tion, and no matter even if the Minister’s
estimate is realistd, he will be in the position
of not only not bemg able to give any
additional work to those at present in employ-
ment, but he will also be in the position of

ordinary ]
for the fotal numb
Quecnsland—mnoth
be able to add a
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not being able to extend the operations of
the scheme: so that, even after doubling the
tax, we shall be in exactls the same position
as we were in before it was doubled. No
further work can be provided for the thou-
sands of men who cannot obtain a job even
on relief work, so that obviously this scheme,
which the Minister alleges is the best he
can think of to relieve unemployment, does
not even give the dolo to all the pcople who
are waiting for work. TLikewise, it is not
able satisfactorily to keep the peuple who
are at present getting two or three days’
work a week.

If we take the figures of those who were
unemployed  swhen  the Government came
into office and compare them with the figures
showing the number of unemployed to-day,
it will be found that not only have the
Government failed to solve the unemploy-
meat problem so far as those who were
out of work when they came into power
are concerned, but théy have not in this or
any other scheme been able to place in work
thoso people who have been thrown out of
cimployment by the Government and private
employers.  To say that the Government
have dealt with unemployment is to say
something which- is quite untrue. Despite
this scheme, unemployvinent is 112 per cent.
greater than in 1929

One of the things which appeals to me in
connection with ¢ relicf work is the greit
care that should be \010‘%0( vwherever relief
viork is corricd out—-and it will be carvried
out whether the Opposition approve of this
Rill or not—to sce that the men placed in
charge of relief workers are men who under-
st ’rd what is required of them.

Y FOR me,rP AND INDUSTRY @
mads to do so.

GOR: The man in cha
Jould wan who e
i 1 undergo

o

when
uz ing out of
hey should
ation are
;houid
J nnd

d buying clothes.
hat 1'\; alone p 1
> Us, and still keep
{\,éher in the e of men
who have boen cighteen months or two yoars
out of work. When a man starts work after
ch an cnforeed pe‘fmd of idlen he
ther go without food himself ‘than
s0e ‘m* wife and huw ngry kiddies deprived of
the Il(,(?(‘,“«au]l{‘s of life. These men cannot
be considered to be at their best on any
rellef job. The men put in charge of relief
work should be sclected with meticulous
care, and should bLe men who understand
whst men are capable of doing. There is
the problem of sore hands after a long
period of unemployment, and the ploblem
of putting a clerk to do & navvy’s work.

Mr. Pollock.]
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Mer: who are placed in charge of these jobs
ought to know that a clerk who has never
had a shovel in his hands before cannot
keep pace with an experienced navvy.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Cur instructions are that the men should
do their best,

Myr. POLLOCK : Of course, many inter-
pretations could be placed on what is to be
considered a man’s ‘““best”; but, broadly
speaking, if those principles are adhered to
by the Minister where unemployment relief
is given, and where men are working under
this scheme, the men will at least be given
the opportunity of carrying on.

Mr. KELSO (¥undal) [8.5]: We have had
addresses from the Leader of the Opposition
and the hon. member for Gregory, and
from their own point of view I really think
both hon. members have tried to analyse
the position. At the same time they have
damned this Bill with faint praise. I do
not know that, when the Labour Govern-
ment were in power for fourteen years,
during which unemployment increased by
leaps and bounds, they did anything wvery
striking to cure the unemployment which
they now say has been in existence for a
long time.

The Leader of the Opposition was very
careful to show the increase in unemploy-
ment in Queenslaid during a certain period,
but the hon. gentleman was not fair enough
to give alzo particulars of the unemploy-
ment in the other States during the same
period. Some of those figures have been
auoted by the Mumister, but I want to make
another e¢omparizon. The ILeader of the
Opposition told us that, comparing the posi-
tion for the first quarter of 1929 with that
of the first quarter of 1831, unzmplovment
in Queensland had increased frem 7.1 per
cent, to 14.1 per cent, or an increase of 100
per cent. To say that during the time the
present Govermincent have been in power
unemployment has increased by 100 per cent.
would of itself be a very damuing statement,
but, after all, progression or retrogression
is only a comparative affair; and, seeing
that we are all part of the Commonwealth,
it is only fair, when hon. mcmbers give
figures. for a comparison to be made with
other States. If those comparisons are in
favour of Queensland, then it must be
assumed that the actions of the Government
now in power tend towards prozperity to a
greater extent than the actions of those
Governments in the Southern States. Com-
paring tle position in the other States for
the same period, we find the state of unem-

ployment  reflected in  the following
figures:—
|
Tirst ' First
State. Quartsr, . Quarter, | Increase.
1929. i 1981. i
Per cent. ‘ Per cent. | Per cent.
New South Wales 97 ] 292 300
Victoria .. 86 : 244 290
South Australia 132 : 306 230
Western Australia 85 | 261 310
Tasmania 87 j 26°6 300

Surely these figures prove conclusively that
Queensland is in a much better position than
any of the other States. It is only fair to
quote these figures to show the relative pro-
gression or retrogression in the other States.

[Mr. Pollock.

Another point that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition argued was that this was an unfair
tax because of its incidence. The old parrot
cry of hon. members on the other side is
that their object is to put taxation on the
shoulders of those best able to bear it.

Mr. KirwaN: That is the fundamental
principle of just taxation.

Mr. KELSO: Hon. members on the other
side are quite agreed upon the statement I
have made. I should like to know why,
when they were In power and passed the
Unemployed Workers’ Insurance Act, they
did not put that principle into operation.
In 1922 the Unemployed Workers’ Insurance
Act was brought into operation.

Mr. Forey: That is not taxation at all.
That is an insurance scheme.

Mr. XELSO: That is the way they side-
step when they are faced with basic facts.
The first tax was 3d. a week on the employer,
3d. a week on the employee, and 3d. contri-
buted by the Government on a flat rate.
The lowest paid servant under an award up
to the highest paid employee paid the flat
rate of 3d. In 1927, when they were amend-
ing the Act, they had an opportunity of
putting into operation this principle of tax-
ing those best able to bear it. But what did
they do? They altered the tax to 4d, on
the emplover, 4d. on the employee, and 4d.
contributed by the Government. Then they
found that unemploymsnt was still increasing
and was likely to increase; and in 1928 they
raised ths tax to 6d. for the employer, 6d.
for the employee, and 6d. contributed by
the Government. Now we find hon. members
opposite, and the Leader of the Opposition
particularly, taking great exception to the
fact that there wus no graduated tax in
connection with this unemployment relief
tax; vyet we are following the very same
principle that was adonted by hon. members
on the cther side, and we are blamed for
doing it.

Myr. Forry:
tenance  under
Insurance Act.

Mr. KELSO: I am not disputing that.
At that time there was no likelihood of 95
por cent. of the Government servants coming
ont to that fund; yet they had to pay their
¢hare to the fund., T kiow that; but at the

They got fifteen weeks sus-
the Unemploved Workers

B

same tiwme I oam peinting ovt the inconsis-

crry of hon, members opposite i criticising
the Gorernment for iinposing a flat »ate when
they themselves on three different ocrtasions
brought into operation a flat rate in connec-
tion with the Unemployed Workers Insur-
ance Act. It shows the insincerity of the
criticisms of hon, members onposite.

The main point made to-day both by the
Leader of the Opposition and in the very
temperate speech made by the hon. member
for Gregory has been an honest endeavour
to try to find out if it is possible to find a
cure for unemployment. I say quite frankly
that I do not loock upon this Bill, nor did I
look upon the measure passed last year, as
a solution of the unemployment question.
It is a mere palliative; but we are faced
with the difficulty, just the same as hon.
members on the other side were faced with
the difficulty, and we have to meet it. When
vou have a number of people out of work—
I am glad to say this applies whether it is
a Labour Government or an anti-Labour
Government—those people must be fed. No-
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man is allowed to starve in a community
like this. We have to find the money; and
how are we going to do it?

A few minutes ago the hon. member for
Gregory pomtcd ont that the Minister,
when mt)ouumng his fivst Bill, expected a
tax of 3d. in the £1 (o bring in a certain
amount; but, owing to the fact that incomes
had decreased and there was a shortage all
round, the tax did not bring in the required

amount., In ovder to gui a little more than
the required amount, the Zlinister has now
to brinz in this providing for an

in the £1. showing that the

ple vierve no+ lninging in
Th
more. or "Vhd,t it ls-th'lt
get mare money to give these
people feod. It i+ fo our credit that we
ars the first Government in Australia to
give the uufortunate man who 1s out of
work and iu need of -ustenance the oppor-
tunity of eetting awayv from the dele and
carning the moner coming to him. The La-
bour Porty. whes in power. gave these men

¢ of Ad.
~ of the
squired
3 103 per eont.
we have to

rations, and mnever scked them to do any-
thing for what they got. The same thing
has applied in dngand  ever sinee the
war. There they are fo-dsy  spending
£162,000,000  per  enpum  in sustenunce.
Poavs bhave geows wp. married. and have
had  ehilihien, fiving the
ttne on the : Englard
cannot see her way out of it. Thoy nave

never thought of tryving to allow people o
retain their self-respeer by working for the
moner they g Hon. niewbers have had men
coming to them sayin s Thank God your
Government have instituted means by which
we can work for cvervthing we gei. No
Tone can sar we are receiving moncy we do
not work for.” 1 heove that system will be
instituted throughout Australia. Do hon.
members opposite think it gives us any plea-
sure to give these men only two days’ work
a week? The Leader of the Opposition said
during the emergency seszion that we could
get by taxation the money to solve the finan-
cial problem; but the figures with regard
to uhomplmment prove that we have got
to the limit of taxation. In one sense I
do not look upon this as a tax. So far as
I am coicerned, this is a contribution—a
grateful contribution—bx the people who are
in work. T have never met a man in work
who regretted that he was taxed 3d. in the
£1 in order to help {o provide some worlk
for his poorer brother. I look wupon this
as a grateful contribution from men who are
in work; and it gives them the greatest
pleasure to assist their more unfortunate
brethren by making this donation required
by law. In that seuse it is not a tax,
although in another senwe it is.
Mr. Duxror: Why

Mr. KELSO: T am speaking for myself,
and saying what I think of the Bill, and
repeating what has been said by quite a
number of workers who have personally
expressed to me their gratification that the
Government have given them an opportunity
to work for what thev are getting; so that
no one can say that they ave living on the
dole.

One of the vital things which the Leader
of the Opposition and other hon. members
opposite have referred to is the fact that,
owing io the great mmm(n of labour-saving
machines in operation, thousands of men

do vou call it a tax?
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are put permanently out of work. The hon.
member for (Gregory asked what was going
to be the end of it. The student of history
can find the cures adopted for the removal
of covils many years agoe, and probably
similar cures would riect the circumstances
through which we are m»mcr at the prosent
time. I have had the pleasure of reading
“ Ridge’s Business Journal ” for this month.
There is a very fine article at page 94 which

I would commend to hon, members as well
worth reading. It is an add by Robert
P. Tamont, “who is the Sceretary of the
United Statss Department of Commerce,

Washington. I think any unprejudiced
réader will eome to the conclusion that a

that position at any
deal of authority.

My, Porrock: Does he know that there
are 6,002,000 uncmploved in his own country”

My, KELSO: The vory
by the hon. mouber for
sion for this avticle. I wish
extract—

“Wh then, of the contention that,
due to technological and other factors,
uncmployinent has become a permanens
problem?  As vou know, there has been
muclt reesnt dizenssion of technological
unemployment—meaning, of course, tha,t

which grows out of the diss 1.@(‘0111<,nt i

gentleman who occupies
ate speaks with a great

point referred 1o
cgory is the ocea-
to read one wmall

men b; machines and other labouy-sav-
ing deviess and shifts in industry. It
has fregquently been assmmed that this

type of mvm-qn vment is a distinctive
chavactorvistic of this particular depres-
sion, and tkt the rapid displacement of
workers by machiners coupled with the
over- expansion of many industries 1s
olv to result in a permanent unem-
plovinent problem.  That this techno-
logical displacement of labour in many
of the basic industries has been going
on at a rapid rate during the past docade
is apparent to ecveryone, but there is
ample evidence that these changes have
resulted, not in unemployment, but in
the shifting of workers from agriculture
and manufacturing to the newer service
industries, Moreover, this phenomenon
is b no meanhs a new one; it has been
going on at a more or less rapid rate
duung the past two centuries, and there
is every reason to believe and hope that
it will continue in the future as in the
past.”’
He goes on to say—

“ Almost fifty years ago, during the
depression of the middle ’eighties, the
first rveport of the United Stateq Com-
missioner of Labour was published, and
in this volume an entire scction is
devoted to a very interesting dlS(,uaSlOu
of ‘Machinery and Over- ])Loduc’non "

I shall give one short extract from that
report of {ifty years ago—

“\What is strictly nccessarv has been
done oftentimes to superfluity. This full
supply of cconomic ‘tools to meet the
wants of nearly all branches of com-
merce and industry is the most iimportant
factor in the present industrial depres-
sion. It is trae that discovery of new
processes of  manufacture will  un-
doubtedly continue. and this will act as
an ameliorating influence, but it will not
leave room fm marked extension, such
as has been witnessed during the last

My, Kelso.]
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fifty vears, or afford employment to the
vast amount of capital which has been
created during that period. . . . The
day of large profits is probably past.”
Commenting on that report, he says—

¢ Reading these comments now, half
a century later, it scems almost incred-
ible that they were written in the age of
zine bathtubs, Brussels carpets, kerosene
lamps, horse cars, mud roads, red flannel
underwear, and cotton stockings. How-
ever, there is some comfort to be found
in the fact that. after these dire predie-
tions, the world really did find somec-
thing to do during the next half century.
Despite the fact—or rather bhecause of
the fact—that we continued to releasc
labour frem the basic industries by fur-
ther use of laboursaving machinery, we
were able to invent, produce, and scll
hest of new comforts and luxuries (auto-
mohilea, ra i i
planes, clen
only a few) which weroe hal(P'y' thoufﬂat
o 1886, when it anpeared that Tie
work of the world had been completed,

13

I am cnough of an optimist to believe

that industrial history will repeat itself
and that the next ifty years will witness
further displecement of labour from the
alder pursu and the further develop-
ment of m: new products and new
ser = which will afford employment fo
those displeced and supply the ever-
expanding wants of our people. To
believe otherwise svould be to acuept the
view that technical progress has reached
an cnd, and that business henceforth
will be static and stationary.”

The hon. member for Gregory was very
modest, and said that he could ot suggest
a cure for uncmployment. I do not proposc
to do so olther, but I offer that as a contri-
bution to the debate, and I feel that, because
the best brains of the world are engaged on
this one question of how we can solve the
problem, and counsidering all the talent there
is in the world, a way out will be found.
From my reading on the subject, I am
inclined to the view of a number of prominent
men that we must get right down to the
root of the disease in this respect. It is all
the aftermath of the war. Great credits
were created as a result of the war, and
there is nothing to show for those credits—
they were blown away during the war.
America manufactured the munitions of war,
and the nations of Europe went into debt in
their purchase., America would not sell the
munitions of war to the Allies, She was
careful to loan the money to Great Britain
for the purpose, and Great Britain found
the necessary funds for the Allies to enable
them to purchase munitions of war. America
knew that Great Britain would go to the
last ditch before she would default. In my
opinion, the world is in pawn to America
to-day, and that is one of the troubles of
the world.

Mr. Porrors : Why is there just as much
unemployment in America, which iz a
creditor country ?

Mr. KELSO: I do not profess to be able
to gixe sn answer to that question; but an
explanation of the position has been Oi\on
to me. We all wens through allegedly good
itimes.  We hbovrowed, and bomo\vod, 'md
borrowed. never thinking that the end would
come.  Americe  produced for her local

[Mr. Kelso,
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mavket, and then produced to a stage where
she had a production in excess of local
requirements. W hen the European nations
hecame impoverished she would neither givo
them credit nor goods unless they could
pay; and, when the European nations endea-
voured to sell to America, that country
raized a tariff wall so high that the unfor-
tunate Furopean nations could not get their
cocds Into that country. It was a dog in
the manger policy,

Mr. Porroc Your
very convincing.

explanation is not

< America had
nroduced ent ma s and had an
adequats man power to o roduece ; bub she
suddenly found thet Lor zoods were left on
her hnnrls which n‘Clnt that a large number
of men were thrown on the labour market.
Anmnterica 1z the vichest country in the world
to-day.  After thiz  crisis  settles down
Ameriea ean 1‘: independent of the world,

i need 1\01'1“001* export nor import. If, s

t 18 a

the hon. membor f)x Fassifern has suggested,

Awrralia bed ient srnse not to

!‘,\)1‘10.» monet 2 we did during

the post vearz, theveby
7.

siting up d » an antiual
orest , and we
a ; ition—as we could

"." we had no extornsl debts—we could

¢
ngh uab the e
ide of the world.
\pr\b

the war a Tw)mult

Ar. KELSO: I am refaring to the war
debt. teo. If we were in the ideal position
f having no exteruel indebtedness, we could
be a  sclf-contained  nation. The hon.
member for Paddington and mrself contended
for vears that durine the good times we
should cncourage migration to this country,
with a view to cresting a dependable home
market. We should now have a population
of 20,000,007 or Z0.C70.070 inzicad of a miser-
able 6,000,000. T am sure that., if we had
a considerably incressed population, our
prices would not be so low to-day.

I do not wish to labour this question. I
have given a little contribution to the dis-
cussion in all good faith in the same way as
the hon. member for Gregory has done. I
have not_introduced party politics into my
speech, I am giving the House the benefit
of the suggestions I have made. The duty
is upon us fo fred the people who are out
of work. I realise that the Bill can be
only a palliative; but I hope that better
times will shortl> come. that the people will
again be in permanent employment, and
(hat this scheme will decay from disuse.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) [8.307: We have
had quite a lot of talk to-night from the
other side as to the position in Queensland
in. comparizon with that of the other States.
The Government have had to recognise that
since they got upen the Treasury benches
there has been an increase of 100 per cent.
in the unemployment in this State. They
scek to show that that was due to malad-
ministration on the part of the Labour Go-
vernment. The answer to that is that, with
all their clumsiness and stupidity, it was
utterly impossible for them absolutely to
destroy the ratio. That ratio of unemploy-
ment was low by reason of the excellent
Government that this Srate had for fifteen
years. The unemplo: ment in the other States
was really owing to the fact that Tory

ot on the other

vou wot referving to
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Governments had been in power there before
Labour (tovernments had succeeded them,
In New South Wales the Labour Government
were left with deficits amounting to nearly
£15,000,000. 'There were tremendously high
eficits running into millions in Victoria,
and also in South Australia, all of which now
have Labour Governments. In this State
we left somce £5000,000 in the till for the
stupids in the new Governmens to deal with,
One of the worst things that has happened
during this debate has been the cheap state-
ment about washerwomen being comrades of
this party. Considering the peignancy of
trouble in many thousands of the humbleat
of homos—a trouble that is oxtended to even
the prosperous clasrei—there showtd be no
such thing as a class distinction which can
sneer at washerwormen being the comrades of
this party. Certainly we ave ths natural
champions of these women.

‘Dr.? KERWIN: What did vou ever do for
ther ?

Mr. BEDFORD : Wo did a great deal for
them. We did nob destroy the awards under
which their husbards worked, and by this
means send them to the washtub. What have
the present Government done for apprentices ?
What have they done with the ten thousand
jobs, and the 2,000 pence they provided for
that work ?

The class war continves, no matter how
much anyona maz deprecaie it. e had the
statement made br an Archbishop in Mel-
bourne—I am referring to Archbishop Head
—who said that cconomic freedon was sadly
lacking in Australia to-day by reason of trade
urion regulations, arbitration court awards,
and high profective turiffs. Presumably this
Archbishop desires to people his heaven with
importers.  The mere fact of being a hich
protectionizt  would appavently keep e
out, but the fact rvemains (hat his
attempt to keep the class war going by pre-
tending to destroy it is only another proof
that a man can be an Archbishop and an
asy at the same time. This has oceurred in
Victoria. We are told here by the Secretary
for Labour and Industry that 33s. a weck
Lased on three days’ work a week under this
dole is a good replacement of the dole. I
agree that anything is better than the dole.

Mr. HyNes: A very small percentage of the
vnemployed are getting that. )

Mr. BEDFORD: Probably a very small
percentage, but in other States under Labour
this is happening, according to this statement
which appeared in the “ Telegraph” to-day—

“ Melbourne, 30th September.

“On a test vote the State Parliament
by a majority of two last night rejected
the proposal of the Legislative Counci] to
reduce the wages of unemployment relicf
workers. The CGovernmernt desires the
basic wage to be paid.
. “The decision indicates the Ministry’s
mtention to resist the Council on the
issue. he Council will meet this after-
noon and as its members intend to remain
firm there should be further developments
in the war between the two Iouses.””

The PrEMIER: Mr. Lang is putting the

unemployed on relief work for two weeks,
and then putting them off for three.

Mr. BEDFORD: Whether it be the aim
of this form of alleged relief of unemploy-
ment or not, it i1s a fact that it seeks to
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reduce general wages by this means. That
cannot be gainsaid. Whether or not it is
part of the Government’s general scheme
to destroy the Arbitration Court altogether
and interfere with awards or whittle down
the powers of the Industrial Court and leave
it only to deal with wages and hours, whereas
at the same time the worker is robbed of
the better conditions that the old Arbitra-
tion Court gave him, I do not know; but
in any case it has that effect with the 33s.
per week, which I admit is better than the
dole, becausc if therec is anything bad in
payment, it is the payment of something to
somebody for nothing. The dole position in
England has made the position of that coun-
try practically hopeless. When we consider
that thev did not have the courage earlier
to change their adverse trade balance of
£264,000,000 a year—either to reduce it or
to alter it—and at the same time they are
«pending £100,000,000 a year on doles, one
seos that not only will the country be mone-
tarily bankrupt, but that it must also be
Lankrupt of men.

I know hundreds of men here who have
been out of work for six to nine months, and
they are still good men. The trouble with
the” dole system is that it encovrages the
loaier—the fellow who would never work—
bub, after being two or thrce years out of
swork, you will find even some of the good
sting the half loaf that is alleged
to be netter than no bread. accepring all the
conditions that go with it, and gradually
accepting the degradation of manhood which
would be the greatest loss this country could
face. It would be all right if the doctrine
of absolute despair were possible of accepta-
fion in a country of this sort; bub it is not.
Ve know very well that the Government
would, if they could, get money in the old,
respectable, wasteful style by borrowing
abroad: but I hope never to see another
pound borrowed outside Australia. If the
Government could see £100,000,000, or credit
for that amount, coming here to-morrow,
and knew that in twenty years they would
be respectable enough to pay £120,000,000
back and still owe the money, they would
arab it with both hands; but, when there
is a proposition that the country should cash
in on some of its own reserves of credit and
confidence, all their old superstitions im
favour of the private banking system—which
is the worst tyranny under which we suffer—
immediately come to the top; and they say it
is absolutely impessible that that should be
done because it is repudiation. = Borrowing
money that you cannot pay back is repudia-
tion of the worst kind. Going into debt
when there is no possible hope of getting out
of it is just as bad as borrowing money with
no intention of repaying it.

The PmrEMIER: The printing of notes with
nothing behind it is just as bad.

Mr. BEDFORD : But the printing of notes
with the credit and confidence of the people
TLohind it is all right. How did this business
of the Bank of England start? Everybody
knows that the Government of the time—a
Hanoverian King—wanted to use English
money and Englishmen for the purpose of
protecting his job in the German States. He
decid=1 that it was necessary to have
£1.200.000 to carry on a war. In comparison
with the £900,000,000 which we spent on the
last war, the sum which this Hanoverian
vequired scems very small; but in those times
they did not give the soldiers 6s. a day. Im

Mr. Bedford.]




1064 Income (Unemploynent Relief) [ASSEMBLY.] Tax Acts Amendment Bill.

point of fact, they did not give them cloth-
ing; and the average soldier went to fight
in foreign countries without boots; and, if
he went at all, he also went without brains,
The £1,200.000 desired for this war was the
cause of a charter—only a six years’ charter—
being given to certain friends of the Govern-
ment of the time to form the Bank of Eng-

lznd. They issued a prospectus for
£1,600,000, and the response was £72,000.
They then got the Government to issue

£1,200,000 worth of notes; and then they
Ient the Government their own 1,200,000
worth of notes, for which they charged them
8 per cent. interest per annum, and also
£4,000 a year for keeping the books. God
knows how anybody can call that sort of
thing honest money credit manufacture or
confidence, or anything but a confidence
trick.  Whilst ssving that it was necessary
that gold should alvways be held to the full
amount of 1its commitments, we have seen

the history of the Bank of ¥England. The
whole ¢old veserve of the bank hkas been
as low as 25 por ocent. of the rote issue

and the courtry was ot ¢ penny the worse.
. There have been continual questions com-
ing from the other side: “ What would vou
do?”  We cannot do anything while the
Governuent are there; but we can do this
with them—we can ask them to get the recal-
citrant Senate to work in conjunction with
the elesied  Labour Government in  the
Federal sphere. We can ask them to with.
draw their insensate objection to such a
State enterprise as printing State notes. We
can ask them to help the Federal Govern-
ment to put the Commonwealth Bank back
where it was before the Bruce-Page Govern-
ment alterod it and made it the friend of

the private bavks instead of an  aciive
and aggressive compeiito Then, having
given it contro]l of the rrency, we could

do exaci what was done in the country
by  Denion  Miller when he raised
£315.000,000 for war purposes and also paid
£60.000.000 of war debt. If he could raise
£515,000,000 for war purposes, we can raise
£100,000,000 for peace purposes. Every mer-
chant, every shopkeeper, everybody-—the
million living on the wages of the man who
is the productive lahourer—they all admit
that, if there is one thing necessary to give
business its impetus again, it is & reconstruc.
tion of the purchasing power of the com-
munity; and everybody who knows anything
knows that wages and purchasing power are
Siamese twins. You cannot injure one with-
out injuring the other. They cannot be
separated, and low wages must mean a loss
of prosperity for everybody in the country,
and the position to-day is that much worse.
The Government in  their attempt, for
instance. to equalise the downfall of prices
on the other side, have offered all pastoral
finance firms and banks which reduce the
rate of interest on pastoral property to 6
per cent. extended leases at lower rents.
What has happened? The Government
generally has had its leg pulled by Golds-
brough, Mort, and Co. Goldsbrough, Mort,
and Co., having on the one hand a finance
department financing its own stations, and
on the other side of the corridor the owner-
ship of stations, was perfectly prepared to
reduce interest to itsclf in exchange of a
lower rental and an extension of leases. And
who is paving for that? Only the State.
On the other hand labour, which produces
every pennx of weslth, is given something
which cannot keep body and soul together—

[Mr. Bedford.

£1 13s. a week at the best. That is offered
to people who are in no sense giving to
pastoral properties any reduction of interest,
because it is only their own properties they
ave giving relief to at the expense of the
State, from whom they are receiving more
than the interest reduction, so that when
the question of equalisution of sacrifice comes
along we see how the worker generally—the
real producer—gets it in the neck on every
occasion, Here you are paying these men a
rate of wages which is slowly but surely
degrading the basic wage until it will be
down to a starvation level. The Federal
Lalour Government, which hon. members
opposite vilify so much, came into power
with somewkhere about £20,000,000 of deficits
in the aggregate to struggle against. Even
Mr. Lang, who has been referred to as a
mad elephant or as a camel in a tent—a
camecl s a most dangerous animal to get into
a tent, 2z 30 hes a habit of sfanding up a=n
an awkward noment—even this man has
done immessurably beticr for the prople In
New Sourh Wal ftor having succeeded to
ol v of debt of £15,

o ,000 than the Go-
vernment here which succeeded to a nest-egg
of £5,000,000 left them by the Labour Go-
vernment,

Lei me tuke the position with regard io
the industry whish mostly coucerns my own
clectorate. ~ In this matter the Ministor,
with a glihmess ti comes from very little
wledge  of sthing, has a habit of
r that the cost of living has gone down
: 025 per cent. cheaper than

it wa.. 4 peveentage of 025 is not a thing
which is passed on in the shops, because it
is mnot represented as any known coln.

Wkhen T asked him the other day, that sce-
ing the wage for married men at Auga-
thella was 20s. a week, and that the price
of the 21b. leaf was 8d.. would he instruct
the Price lixing Commissioner to function
there, I teceived the impudent reply, that
if the price of the 2-1b. loaf was 8d.. then the
people at Augathella probably were satis-
tied with the price of bread existing there.
Tt is only nccessary that we should return
anvthing like a level cousideration o!
‘al it is not necessary that we should
sit so long in the Gethsemane that Govern-
ments in Australia have put us into. If the
Toric: of Australia will rwithdraw their
objection {o the one way there is of stimu-
lating industry, by doing good work and not
chipping grass off footpaths, which grows
up again jmmediately the next rain falls,
by not giving men work which is an insulf
to their intelligence, and is therefore badly
done, by rot taking men away from their
natural callings—snd, of course, there is 2
loss of dignity wnich results in less work
Ly men being transferred from a specialised
calling to =zn wunspecialised one—if they
would only agree to sce facts as they are.
and. if it were possible for the national bank,
without Dborrowirg anything, to raise
£315,000,000 for war, they should reinstate it
in the position in which the Fisher Govern-
ment put is, in which case it could ecasily
raize  £100,000.000 for the purposes of
peace.  We could have all the neces-
sary  railway  connections  in Australia
made—not  necessarily  to-day, but in
the futire—we could have the whole of the
Riveiina basin locked. We could have the
uniformizirg of the railway gauge, which
every five years it is left will mean £5,0600,000
added to the cost of construction. One of the
stories we hear to-day as to the reason
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why confidence is not restored is because the
tariff is too high. We would expect such
a silly statemont from an archbishop, and
we got it. What ave the fact:? 3r. Bruce,
during his six and a-half years of misman-
agement, imported £800,000,000 worth of
goods, and swas cnabled to borrow moner
abroad by reason of the fact that it
was lLecessary to borrow money to ease
the goods in. It =was perhaps a coin-
¢idence  that  Pater-on, Laing, aud
Bruce ouly made £23,000 a year Dbefore

the Bruce Government took the tarifl off.
Lat for the next six vears they inade
£75,000 a year; but, so soon wus the Labour
Government got in, naturally their 3
went back to something like pre-war fig .
The farts are that sinee this fariff has been
pat on—and I would like to soc an embargs
on motor cars for two vears—the asnecr of
thines has changed. If the tariff I
been put on, we would have been in o

ad not
solute

ruin.  VWhen the Labour (overnment came
1uto P ., owing to tremendous horrowing,
there was a big interest bill to ba n
London, wond  there  was, in addition,

£30.000.200 of flouting loans.

The Spearriny 1oR LABOUR AND INTTRTRY :
o theve is to-day.

Mr. BEDFORD: There are not. They
are dowu to £5,000,000—1 have the Common-
wealth figures,  If the Treasurer doas know
anvthing—and generally he ssys, “If 1
could tell you all T knew, I would curdle
vour blood.” (Laughter) I do not mind
haviiig my blood curdled——

Mr. BurLer interjected.

Mr. BEDFORD :
foal of an ass.

The TreEasURER: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a
point of order. Is lhie hon. member for

Warrego in order in characterising hon.
members as asses?

Mr. BEDFORD: I withdraw the ass. I
will have nothing to do with his ass, or his
ox, with his man servant, his maid servant,
oi anything that is his. (Laughter.)

You are an ass, aud the

/The position i that there is for the
eight months of this vear a * favour-
able trade balance of :£41,000,000. and

it scems unlikely that money will have to
be sent to pay interest, or at all events that
much of it will have to be sent, and,
because of the rise in metals and wool as
against the exchange, the position, I think,
is definitely better. In fact, an econnmist of
the name of Winterbottom—I have only a
certain amount of consideration for the
name—Lbecause an economist is generally a
person who only talks when you are in
trouble, and then tells you that you are in
trouble, which you know well enough, and
is not able to tell you how to get out of
it—this Professor Winterbottom—one can
be sure that a man of that name would be
<ool, calm, and collected—gives the greai
explanation as to the reason whr America
is now in the condition in which it finds
itself when it has so much of the gold of the
world, that the Volstrad Act has withdrawn
from the TFederal Government’s revenuc
1,000,000,000 dollars a vear. Professor
Winterbottom, believing—as he #ells us in
this article which I read the other dar—
that prohibition will shortly be wiped out
in America, certainly after the next presi-
dential clection—that America has definitely
turned the cormer towards recovery. A
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gentleman of that name for very good rea-
son should have great notice taken of him,
because those of my friends who have been
fortunate cnough to read Shelley will know
that—
“Tf Winterhottom conies,
(Clan spring be far behind.”’

(I.aughter.)

Part of the bad business in this Bill is
the fact that it is not intended to put the
money into Government work. Home of
it, I believe, is to be provided as a gift or
a loan to private enterprise. We have seen
how Burenda—a heolding in couniry mnot
struck by drought, belonging to a wealthy
company—iwas permitted to get an exten-
sion of lecase with that alacrity which we
hoped would represent the administration of
the Covernment mest in the worst cases of
pastoral selections.

There is no attempt to lessen the outside
bad influences on the pastoralists. There is
no attempt to reduce ocean freights. The
railways must carry the wool for next to
nothing.  Ocean freights must stay up.
There is no attempt to interfere with the
ridiculous #cheme belonging to the days
when wool was sold before the days of weigh-
bridges. There is no attempt to interfere
with the system of giving 113 lb. for 112 lb.
There is no attempt to do away with ths
svstem of giving great quantities of wool a3

camples.  Thore is »o attempt to provide
‘hat the wool sold in Australia shall be
paid for in Australia, instcad of allowing
British banking interests to get a rake-
off of 3 per cent. on the toial crop.
Alihough we sell the wool in Australia

it is paid for in London. There is a con-
tinual agitation for a lower tariff by the
stupidest Country Party that ever was, by
the stupidest fugleman ever behind it. I
do not know his name, but if he is a member
of the Journalists’ Association the Jour-
nalists’ Association ought to be prosecuted.
This man is continually asking that the tariff
should be pulled down, thereby putting a
number of other Australians out of emploz-
ment. He is asking that this should be done
so that Japan will not be annoyed. He
believes that Japan might one day buy
600,000 bales of wool a year. All these
alleged great statesmen who roar about the
producing interests never consider the Aus-
tralian market which has been consuming
600,000 bales per annum for some fime past
anc, saying nothing about it. We wish to
sos the local market increased by population
increase, but we have shut down on immigra-
tion of the sort proposed by Mr. Eiphin-
stono, who said that we should bring in
500,000 immigrants in a year so as Lo destroy
the ¢ artificial  conditions” of industry.
Were we not wise in doing so in the circum-
siances? The only way in which we can
atéract an additional population from
abrosd—a population that is worth while
—is by keeping duties on secondary indus:
tries so that we shall have high-priced
labour which the men maz sccare when they
come here. This eountry has definitely
gone out of the job of being the wood
and  water joev for Great  Britain,
and T do not think it will ever go back to
that.

Part of this fund is to be used as loans or
grants for ringbarking and similar work in
the bush. Particular care should be taken
to see that the loans or grants go only fo

Mr. Bedford.]
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wmen who at the moment are unable to pay.
Are the men who are now earning £1 13s.
per week as their maximum to be used
to develop rich pastoral cstates in the back

at the expense of their own
? It  proper credita were pro-
and the basic waze paid, there

would be no objection to assisting private
enterprise with loans with a view to develop-
ing primary industries from one end of Aus-
tralia to the other. But in the circum-
stances there is a grave doubt that little
better than a starvation form of wages is
going to be used to benefit people vgho are
well able to help themselve:.

My opposition to this Bill is to a certain
extent modified by the fact—considering the
peculiar ways of the Government, their
thought, or want of thought in emergency—
that this has become nceesiary to supplement
been done before, To attempt to
£ it has ansthing fo do with, or is
consistent with, or is analagous to The Unem-
ploved Workers Insurance Act introduced
by the late Labour Government is just about
as stupid a story as any of the other stories
we have heard from that side to-day.

Alr. TOZER (Gympie) [9.1]: I first of
all desive to congratulate the hon. members
for Gregory and Nundah for their reasonable
and moderate speeches.

_Mr. Porrock : There must have been some-
thing wrong with mine.

Mr. TOZER: There was not; the hon.
member was most sensible. e did not
allow himself to be carried away with any
ideas of propaganda. Ile spoke from his
heart, and in a reasoned way.

At 9.2 pam.,

The CHATRMAN oF COMMITTEES (Mr., Roberts,
East Toowoomba) relieved Mr. Speaker in
the chair.

Mr. TOZER: This Bill is not a party
measure_at all, but one which is a matter
for consideration by Parliament without any
regard to party. It is a matiter which appeals
to everyone of us; and there is no hon.
member on either side who really has not
the welfare of the people at heart, and who
is not out to do the best that can be done
for those of our people who are, unfor-
tunately, unemployed.

The hon. member for Gregory gave us cer-
tain reasons which he believed contributed
to the position confronting us to-day, not
only in Queensland but throughout Australia
and the whole world. I will go a little
further than that. I admit that the intro-
duction of machinery has played a very
material part in the unemployment question’
but there are other reasons contributing to
the position. Take, for instance, the borrow-
ing policy that existed for fourteen years
during the regime of the late Labour Govern-
ment. The sum of £56,000,000 was borrowed,
and the interest to be paid on that sum is
a factor to be considered in the shortage of
money that now exists, and which prevents
people from being kept in employment. The
unemployed of to-day were mostly employed
on works carried out under that Covern-
ment’s loan policy. When loan money was
plentiful. it was spent at the rate of
£4,000,000 a year. When the expenditure of
that money ceased, unemployment naturally
increased. I well remember that work under
the sewerage scheme in Brisbane was com-

{8 r. Bedford.

menced about the time when most of the
mining companies in Gympie were ceasing
operations. All those miners drifted down
to Brisbane and obtained employment on the
sewerage work; but anyone who thought of
the position at the time realised that diffi-
culty would occur when the sewerage work
was completed and those men were thrown
out of employment. Naturally when the
work was finished those men helped to swell
the large number of men already unem-
ployed. Other contributing factors to the
unemployed position are the lack of loan
money and the payment of interest that must
be made. The displacement of males by
females in industry has also accentuated the
unemployment position, while in a larger
sphere the fact that the population of the
world is increasing and labour-saving
machinery is rapidly increasing also makes
the position much more difficult. Further,
the presence of harassing restrictions and
pinpricking methods in industry, which hon.
members opposite may attempt to justify,
inevitubly result in unemployment. Again,
drought conditions which have existed in
certaln portions of Queensland for some time
add to the difficulties of unemployment, not
to speak also of the effect of the serious
declinie in the prices of our primary products.
It 1s not reasonable for any hon. member
opposite to accuse the Government of bring-
ing about the slate of affairs which exists
in Queensland to-day. We are no more
respousible for it than are hon. members
opposite, Nor are we any more responsible
for the faet that wages have come down. It
is just as though a flood came down the
Brisbane River. What hon. member oppo-
site would think of stopping a flood?

Afr. BRUCE: Nonsesze!

Mr. TOZER. Tion. members may talk in
that strain, but I would urge members of
the Opposition to view the matter differently.
I urge them to bring forward any suggestion
that will help in the present difficult time
through which we are passing. May I draw
this analogy ? If an hon. member opposite and
I fell down a shaft and we were not killed,
it would be madness for us to start scrapping
at the bottom of the shaft. On the other
hand, it would be wisdom for us to consider
the best way of getting out of the hole,. We
are in a hole at the present time; and any
suggestion that will extricate us from the
position must react to the benefit of the
workers of Queensland. I urge all hon. mem-
bers opposite to do more than talk. Let
them consider with us the question of putting
more people on the land, and in that way
create reproductive work.

Hon. members opposite are talking all
the time about a starvation wage. Presumr
ably industry cannot afford to pay any more.
It is a criminal offence on the part of the
directors of a company to go on employing
men when they connot possibly see their
way to pay them. Under those ecircum-
stances the only thing to do is to shorten
hands, which ~is happening repeatedly.
These pconle are not to blame because they
have to shorten hands. If hon. members
opposite wwere employers of labour, they
would understand that, when you are getting
into debt, vou have either to raige money
or vout have to cronomise. You have to
1zt the wmen go. On several occasions we
have had to let men go, and we were just
as sorry to let them go as the men were to
go; but we could not help ourselves. In
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many instances people are doing their best
to encourage production. Hon. miembers
opposite say that the relief given under this
measure is only a starvation wage. We do
not say for onc moment that the wage paid
to intermittent relief workers is a fair wage;
but we do say that it will case the posi-
tion of these men, and we are not in a
position to pay more. We have not got
the wmoner, and we cannot borrow it. The
only way we can raise the money ix by
means of ihis unemployment relief tax. So
far as I cun see, it 1s the best scheme so far

devised in Australia. The other States have
had no scheme; and now they are adopting
schemes ilar to ours. When the Labour

Government were in power, they had unem-
plosment the same as we have it to-dar.
They hed more money than we have; why
tid ther unot bring forward a scheme which
would give the men the basic wage? The
waximum amount peid to the infermittent

relief worker is £2 43, o week., These men
cnly w three d a week, and ithey
) ; e : : :
have rest of fhe week in which to do

they like; and ther can exrn an
without it being taken into con-
20 that ther ecan carn up to
ele, It s the best scheme <o
and. if hon. members opposite
esn  devise o better, n iz the time
to do it. They should give uz the benefit
of their wiwlom.

The BLon. member for Gregory said the
Bill was not rightly named. It is called
* The Income (Unemplovment Relief) Tax

toof 1230, ¥You could not have a more
iptive name, because the tax 1s taken
com  income for the relief of unemploy-
ment, wand there is not the slightest doubt
abont its being a tax. It is a rcasonable
and the majority of the people do not

ject to paying it.  Of course you alwayrs
get some people who will object to any-
thing. In the mining indwstry at the pre-
sent time we have no particular log of
wagas at all. We pay a man what we con-
sider a reasonable amount, and in one mine
they are paying £4 5z a week. That is
a reasonable wage under present conditions.
In another they are paying £3 18s., and
they are giving the men who are working
in the shaft an extra amount per week.
That is a rcasonable proposition. I know
of a number of cmployers who have never
reduced wages at all, who are carrving on
and arc paying tho moncy out of their own
pocket. Thev are going back to a certain
extent; but they have not reached the stage
at which ther are forced to reduce their
employees’ wages, and they ave doing their
kest to help them. There are other employers
who have been carrying on for twelve months
who have never asked their employees to
par the tax. They have paid ‘their own
tax and that of the employees too.

Hlon. members opposite complain that we
are making the washerwoman pay the tax.
I do not know whether any hon. members
apposite make their washerwoman pay it.
1 <o not think therc is one hon. member on
this side who does that.

We pay the amount
curselves,

I fail to sce the force of the arguments
used by hon. members opposite in opposition
to this Bill. I understand that those hon.
niembers are in favour of helping the worlers.
This Bill will hely the workers; therefore
hon, members cannot honestly object to it.
They say, “ You do not go far enough; you
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should pay the basic wage.”” Where is the
basic wage to come from? It is all very
fine to say we should pay the basic wage;
but, when we have not got the money, how
can we do it? If we paid the basic wago
to a certain few, we should be making a sate
place for, say, 25 rer cent. of the workers
and the other 75 ner cent. would be kept
out of work. Is it not better to do away
with the basic wage at a time like this when
we are in such a desperate financial position?
ITon. members opposite assure us that they
are going to come over herc after the next
clection. If they do come over to this side,
can they do any better?
Mr. O’KEErE: Yes,

My, TOZBR : They will not do better, but
will do much worse. The Labour Party may
do good work when things are booming and
thero is plenty of moncy about; but, when
we are up agaiust things, they cannot do any-

thing. Certain schemes have been suggosted,
which are not sound or practicable.
Their  sttitude  rvominds  me  of  the

fuble of the cat aund the fox. The fox ex-
plained to the cat what wonderful tricks he
had if the dogs were to come along, and
how he would evade them. The cat =aid, “ 1
now of only one safe trick.” When the
dogs came, the fox tried all his tricks and
was killed; but the cat simply went up a
c—the only trick it Lknew, and the safe
ing to do. We are taking a safc course.
We do not wuant to szer the whole structure
collapse ; but we desire to protect the workers
as far as we possibly can. Not being able
to give everyone the full basic wage at the
present time, we give the best wage we can.
Weo are doing a certain amount of good by
viving work outside of the relief work. We
should try to find a remedy for the present
pesition. It is no good for one hon. member
afier another to get up and say, “ We do
not know what to do.” Why do hon. mem-
bers opposite not suggest something, as good
wight come out of the suggestion?

We first want to encourage primary pro-
duction. We can get primary production
going and then get cur secondary industries
operating. If wo can find new goldfields or
discover oil in Queensland, a great deal of
ocur trouble would disappear. One or two
goldfields would absoib practically the whole
of the unemployed in Queensland; and it is
quite on the cards that that may happen. We
arec trying to bring about that result in
soveral places. Only tomnizht I have had a
man here in connection with a show. People
are actively engaged in trying to find new
goldfields, prospectors are going out, and we
are doing cverything we can to help them.

An OpposirioN Meuser: You are not doing
it.

My, TOZER: I cell the hon. member that
I am doing it; and I can prove it to him.
We are tryving to help the Government, and
I am not the only one. Many are trying to
do tho same thing; and we think there is a
reasonable prospect of success, which would
mean benefit not only for the Government
and the Opposition but also for the workers
of Quecasland. We have as much sympathy
for the workers of Queensland as anybody
elso; but we get a cerfain amount of abuse,
and we are told that we are cutiing down
wages, We are not cutting down wages any
more than anvbody else. Other Govern-
ments have had o do the same thing, and
we hope that the time will soon come when

Mr, Tozer.]
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things will slter and a reasonable rate of
wages can ba paild. I do not like to see
anybody out of work. I believe that Queens-
land has resources, and that the time will
come—perhaps not  siraight away—when,
if we can encourage capital to come here
and prospectors to go out, we shall be able
to do soriething to improve the position. I
hops that it will be soon, because it will be
for the benefit of the workers of Queensland.

My, FOLEY (Leichhardt) [9.25]: It is
rather amusing to listen to the appeals from
the Government benches to hon. meinbers on
this side of the Chamber for some plan for
solving the unemployed problem. It would
appear to an onlooker that the parliamen-
tary system had just about outlived its use-
fulness, because we hear the hon., member
for Gympic mouthing a lot of phrases and
finishing up by boping that something will
happen in the shape of the discovery of a
new goldfield or an o1l find, without offer-
ing any samblance of any definite plan to
minimise this diffieulty. A similar remark
applies to the hon. mwember for Nundah,
who is on the directorate of one of the bank-
ing institutions of this State. If the know-
ledge of capitalist political economy which
he has displayed to-night is the sum total of
hiz knowledge, it is a bad lookout for the
financial institutions of Queensland ond for
Quesnsland generally if all the other diree-
tors are of the same calibre and have the
same  outleok. He also, like Micawber,
hoped that something would turn up.
Throughout the debate it has been evident
that the Government have no semblance of
a scheme other than what ther have put
forward.

At 9.25 pm.,

Mr. SpEARER resumed the chair.

Mr, FOLEY: We have objected, and

rightly so0, to the methods adopted by the
Government in dealing with the problem of

unemployment. The scheme, after all, is
only a palliative. After it has been in
operation for a period of twelve months

or so it should give some indication as to
whether it is coping with the problem. Weo
now find that, as a result of this scheme
and other administrative action of the Go-
vernment, there has been a decline in our
national income to such an extent that it
is now found necessary to double the rate
of this tax; and even then it is anticipated
that the amount of revenue will not be
increascd. That position has arisen because
of the decline in ocur mnational income.
Surely it suggests that the methods adopted
by the Government arc wrong, that other
methods are required, and that sooner or
Jater the Government will find themselves
up against a dead end and unable to move
any further. The problem is growing apace,
much to the detriment of the working people
of Queensland. About a week ago the Com-
monwealth Statistician pointed out in his
statistics that the annual excess of births
over dezths amounted to 71,000. That means
that, if no cure is found for the problem of
unemployment, the outlook for the addi-
tional 71,000 boys and girls will be a very
poor one indeed.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Are you sure of the figure 71,0007

Mr. FOLEY : That is the figure for Aus-
tralia. The figure for Queensland would be
in proportion to our population.

[Myr. Tozer.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
The figure for New South Wales alone is
over 100,000,

Mr. FOLEY: Probably the woxcess of
71,000 was in respect of Queensland, and nof
of Australia. If it is in respest of Queens-
land, then the problem is more acute than
1 imagined. The Government are faced
with the problem of providing a place in
indusiry for these additional boys and girls;
and, if the problem is not solved by the
Covernment, then probably it will be solved
in a crude manner at a later date.

Ton. members opposite have asked if we
have suy plan to offer. We have our poli-
tical programme, and I advise hon. mem-
bors opposite to read it., There they will
find a cure for the nnemployment problem.
Tnless a new goldfield is discovered or oil
is obtained in pavable quantities, unless
the fnsncicrs of the world are prepared to
agrea to a rearrangement which will pro-
vide a better position than exists to-day,
the objective of the Labour Party will be
brought into operation in my lifetime. It
iz the only method that can be adopted.
Hon. members opposite realise that their
plans for dealing with the problem have

been ineffective up to date. Unemployment
is increasing. and the national income i3

steadily declining.

No attempi is being made to solve this
knotty problem; and the Government, by
extending the unemployment relief scheme,
arc slavishly following the methods adopted
in other States. I find on studying problems
existing in other parts of the world, especially
such a highly industrialised country as the
United States of America, that those problems
far outweigh our problems in Australia. The
political economists in the United States and
other countries advise thut the time has
arrived when some definite plan should be
evolved to prevenmt chaos and disorder in
industry. The present position is simply due
to defects in the present form of society. The
Government have made no attempt to find
any other method to deal with unemployment
than the one proposed in this Bill.  The
Bruce-Page Government appointed a very
expensive Commission to inquire into unem-
ployment and the stability of business. The
powers of the Commission were certainly
limited. This Government, instead of spend-
ing somewhere in the vicinity of £25,000 in
an attempt to slander individual members of
this party, could have spent that money in
investigating some plan to overcome our pre-
scnt troubles. There are political economists
and numerous specialists in industry in
Queensland, and these, together with rspre-
sentatives of labour, could evolve a better
plan than the one which the Government pro-
pose. Such a commission would probably
recommend unorthodox methods. My observa-
tion of events in the civilised world tell me
that the present parliamentary methods are
proving themselves obsolete.

Mr. Mager: That is ridiculous.

Mr. FOLLEY: That is evident in Greaf
Britain, the United States, and in Germany.
Apparently something is wrong. If it is not
the parliamentary system that is at fault, then
it must be the representatives in Parliament.
That to a certain extent is the cause of our
present trouble.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
It your fingers are sore, you don’t cut your
head off ; you deal with the sore.
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Mr. FOLEY: A scheme that would be
suggested by a body such as I have in mind
would naturally be a temporary one; but it
would be far better than the one the Govern-
ment have adopted.

Another solution of our trouble would be
ilie abolition of individualism. We have a
paradox shown to us in a country containing
120,000,000 people, which at the present time
is drawing the best specialists, the best
avtisans, and the best brains of America and
England and finding employment for them.
They are being taken from those countries
in shiploads to Russia to carry on a big
reconstruction plan,

Mr. Manrr: It is slave labour there.

Mr. FOLEY : I am not here to argue about
the forms of labour there; but I am arguing
that Russia is the only country in the world
that is carrying out a reconstruction p]al},
and where, compared with the capitalistic
world, no unemployment exists.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY :
Wou!d you like the conditions existing there
to obtain in Quecnsland? Of course you
wouldn’t.

Mr. FOLEY : No other capitalistic country
im the world has adopted such a huge
reconstruction plan, and one involving such
a great ariount of technical and engineering
skill.  If that county can carry out a plan
of that nature, then there is somcthing
fundamentally wrong with the position in
capitalist  countri which cannot do any-
thing to solve their unemployment problems.
This i not the time to argue as to whether
the form of socicty they have laid down 1s
correct or not, as to whether the methods
adopted arc correct or not, or ay to whether
the amount of remuncration paid to labour
i« sufficient or not; I am not arguing on
those points. My argument is that, under
their systemy, they are apparently able to
undertake a big reconstruction plan for a
country much larger than ours, and faced
with infinitely greater problems. By all

are ecarrying out thut plan

hoy

fully.
had the pleasure of reading a very
fine beok dealing with the Russian position.
From that 1 gleaned ‘the interesting infor-
mation that the plan contemplates the annual
supply of 225 billion kilowatt hours of clec-
tricity, 180,000,029 tons of coal, and 60,000,000
barrcls of cruds petvolenm oils produced
{from new bores, The locking of the rivera
Dniener and Don—a work that was con
sidered an impo: ibility under the old regime
on account of the huge capital required—i=
being carrvied out to make these lengthy
waterways trafficable and to cxploit the
trade of the hinterland. The Russians have
revolutionised agricultural production. In
addition *to all these things, they have to
face an increased population of 3500000
vearly. These peonle have to be absorbed
in the new industries that have been created.
My point i that, if it is possible for these
pecple so to orgamisc their country that
success  scems  assured, then surely there
must be somcthing wrong with our present
social order if we cannot do likewise. It
scmething is not done shortly, then there is
no other alternative for the people not only
in this but in other countries but to take a
hand themselves and endeavour to do some-
thing in the right direction. From the
Minister and every other hon. member who
has spoken on the Government side, we have
the startling admission that the Government
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are devoid of any plan. They frankly admit
this is a palliative, quite apart altogether
from the methods that are being adopted to
raise the money. In the country of which
I have spoken the workers are’ not taxed
to carry out their plan. They may have a
lower stundard than the European standard ;
but there has been an improvement in their
conditions fo the extent of 35 per  cent,
compared with pre-war days, and that
despite the fact that an industrialisation
policy is being pursued in a mation of
180,000,090 people, ~ As I pointed out earlier,
when the present Administration go to the
country at the nexi elections, let them be
open and tell the people that they huve
fallen down on the job: that they have
found it impossible to solve the unemploy-
trent problem.  T.et them tell the people
that. instead of telling them, as they did at
the last eclection, that 10,000 people wers
going te be found permanent cmplorment
by mesns of raising new loans.

My, Evwarps: Labour put them on the
ration system.

Mr. FOLEY: Labour at least will intro-
duce some system that is better than, the
present system. If this question is not deals
with by a Government in Queensland, it will
be dealt with by some Government in Aus-
tralia.  Australia will have to follow the
rest of the world. At the International
Finance Conference it is possible that some
system of finance will be arranged which will
produce a gradual charge for the better;
but any man who studics the methods of
production to-day must realise that, although
you may do all these things, it will only be
a matter of a few years before we shall be
up against it again. England’s trouble
to-day is that she has lost 38 per cent. of
her export trade. It was not the monetary
system  that collapsed, but the cconomic
svstem. The collapse of the monetary system
followed the collapse of the cconomic vstem.
Owing to the introduction of science and
labour-saving methods in order to cut down
production costs to meet the competition of
the various capitalistic countrics, we have
resched a point at which the markets have
reached saturation point. That is the funda-
mental reason for the present crisis, although
there are quite a number of other things
which have assisted in bringing about the
present crisis.  Where are the now marlkets?
Mr. TFord was compelled to go to Burope
and manufacture in Europe cars that pre-
viously were oxported from America. The
same thing has been done in regard to other
industries. The only hope left is the moderni-
sation of India and China. That is too far
off to hope that the difficulty will be patched
up in time to prevent a crisis. No matter
how Great Britain may bridge the gap, even
if they wipe out their war indebtedness, it
will only be a matter of time when, as the
result of inereased productivity in the indus-
trial world, they will again reach the point
where the markets of the world are saturated
and the owners of wealth-producing agencies
cease operations; and then we shall cet
back to conditions similar to those existing
at present.

A GovVERNMENT MEMBER :
suggest ?

Mr. FOLEY: The job is yours at the pre-
sent time. Labour has a programme which
embodies what I consider a solution of our
present trouble. Whether the Labour move.
ment will be so organised as to be able to

Mr. Foley.]

What do you
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put its programme into operation is some-
thing for the future. The onus is on the
Government at the present time; and, if
they cannot devise something better than the
present scheme, which has proved itself
unworkable, as can be seen from the drift
in the State’s income, there is very little
hope for Queensland.

Mr. BRUCE (Henncdy) [9.45]: There is
something in what the hon. member for
Leichhardt says, because business executives
and leaders of finance in America are warn-
ing their colleagues that something must be
done in regard to the question of unemploy-
ment. They recognise that they will be
hestening the clash of the classes if they do
not do something to alleviate the unemploy-
ment which now exists. No rcal effort is
being made to provide people with suflicient
food and shelter on a decent scale; bub the
policy being adopted throughout the world
is to give doles to the workers to keep them
quie’c.

That practice is being followed by the
present Governmient in  Queensland. No
cffort is being made to give the workers any-
thing like decent clothing, food, and shelter.

A GovemyueNt 3IeEmMBER: That is not true.

Mr. BRUCE : While the wages paid during
the past cighteen months or two years may
have kept the people in baw food, they have
been dla\\n“w on the small savings made by
them dulmg the Labour administration.
They have exhausted those savings, their
clothes and beots are wearing out, and the
starvation point is approaching. The Go-
vernment have endeavoured to keep the
workers on the bare siarvation line. It is
only nccessary to Com with any of the
men who » emploved on the muenmttent
velief woik {o learn the true position.

The hon. member for Gympie a<ked
whether the TLabour Party could do y

tuev were returned to power after
t clection. One of L}m members of Our

enlied that we could; and personally
we could, but it would be very
: )¢ oo h the ILabour

E ul“ zc

n obtains

wer is buc(g&tum
so cbviously it
if the Labour Partr
ove the situation; never-
> can do so, and I shall
in what direction we

to Amp

t whot Government members
29, with what they have been
during the past two years, They
thid only would the rate of
ma that, with wise
cfyl gove wages would be
ed.  They they would leave all
nnt*ms with regard to wages, hours, and
other coaditions of industry to the Industrial
Court, and “ou‘d not interfere with arbitra-
tion in any shape or form. The hon. members
who made those promises iIn 1929 have
turned a complete somersault since then.
They have stated definitely in this House
since then that they cannot keep their
promises.  Some hon. members have said
they cannct keep them; others have said
that they will not keep them. What was
said to the electors in 1829 has been repeatedly
contradicted by hon. members opposite.
Secretary for Labour and Industry inter-

[Mr. Foley.

jected to the hon. member for Gregory, wha
was saying that certain men should not be
expected to do a certain amount of work,
that gangers were given instructions to use
their own discretion in these matters. Vet
wve had in th press the statement of the
Secrctary for T.abour and Industry that men
who were unable to do labourers’ work
through not being accustomed to it, or who,
because they were not getting the nccessary
food, could not do the \\ork were malin-
gerers on the job.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
true.

Mr. BRUCE: It is absolutely true, and it
was published in the local press. If the
Minister contradicts me for the mnext half
hour, he will not alter the fact. The hon.
member for Bulimba, in an attempt at cheap
sarcasm, referred to the washerwomen of
Queensland as the comrades of the Labour
Party. I am proud of the association of the
Labour TParty with washerwomen or any
other class of persons who have to toil for
a living and who are insufficiently paid.
The washerwomen of Quecensland are as
decent as the hon., member for Bulimba,
and some of them are more intetligent.

The 'TrEAsuRER: She never said anything
of the kind.

Mr. BRUCE: She did. These things
should not be said; and the only woman
in the House should not indulge in cheap
sarcasm ab the cxpense of women who are
unable to protect themselves, (Government
interruption.) The same hon. member made
the statement in the press that, if people
were thrifty, a man, his wife, and one child
could live on 14s. 6d. a week, and that the
children of the working pcople were brought
up too easily.

The TRPASTRER:

M. I’Ruu
in the pross,
has te stand up to vxhuc sh
otier non b

That is not

That is not true.

It is true. It was reported
A lady niember of Parliament
s jdm as any
10 hon, mem-
Lm\“ for Bulin o g to ‘ake advantage

f her position in this iou » in a statoment
of this kind, I am not going to let 1% pass.
The TrEagsvren: She never made state-
ments of that kind.

My, BRUC The hon.
not here.

The Tz

gentleman  was

gentleman
clzge he is

UCK: Then the hon.
vas Dhnd deaf, and dumb, or
telling an untruth.

”‘hﬂ TRIASTRER : . Speaker, I rise to
a point of order. Is the hon., member for
Kennedy in order in suggesting thet I am
tulmf* an untruth?

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member is not
in order, and must withdraw.,

Mr. BRUCE: I withdraw, Mr. Bpeaker.
The Secretary for Labour and Industry said
that the administration of this fund is cost-
ing about 4 per cent. As a matter of fact,
his department has very little to do with
it. Seventy-five per cent. of the time of the
police is occupied in administering this
worl, and the Commissioner for Main Roads
has heen responsible for much of the work;
and, if the wages paid in these depmtmen’cs
were taken into consideration, we would find
that the cost was very much more than the
amount stated by the Minister, The Police
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Tepartment is doing cxcellent work so far
as it has come under my notice; and, had
it not been for its suggestions to the Minis-
ter, the department would have been hope-
less in its administration.

Early in the life of this Parliament the
Government introduced legislation enabling
leaseholders to convert their land to the
freehold tenure; and now it is proposed to
exploit the misfortunes of a certain section
of the people with a view to improving the
frechold propertizs so converted. It is pro-
posed to csrry out this work at the expeuse
of the unemployed and the taxpayers. This
is not a proper expenditure of the money,
nor is it a proper utilisation of the services
of the men concerned.

The Minister has referred to the North
Coast deviation. That work had been in
operation for some time before the Labour
Government left office, and the workers were
in receipt of the basic wage of £4 5s. per
week ; but immediately the present Govern-
ment assumed office approximately 1,000 men
on that work were dismissed and were re-
engaged as relief workers under this scheme,
In addition, 3,000 men were dismissed from
the Railway Department. They automatic-
ally became relief workers in receipt of relief
rates of pay. Seventy-five per cent. of the
men now engaged on relief work are men
who have been dismissed .by the present
Government from positions carrying award
rates of pay. Those men have been com-
pelled to accept relief work at-relief rates

of pay. The people wera directly taxed to
provide the necessarr wages fund, thereby
relieving e Government of that burden.

Many local author

Many ity employvees have been
dismissed, to  be

re-emploved as relief

wor nstead of the scheme being a
genniy lief schewe, it i, in the hands of

the Governmeni, an instrument wherebr men
may be relieved of award rates of pay, to
be ¢ led to undertake rolief work at
velief rates of pay. Our greatest objection
to the scheme iz the fazt that the tax is
imposed upon those lesst able to bear it

X conmenc:
6s. 3d. or any
FER TR S DS i
irrespeciive
The incr

crnmeont, and the Trea-
idgoting for a deficit of
£1.800,000. The t of the Government’s
policy has buen o sccure the dismi
mon in the Governmant
weeiving the bhasie wage, and to 1
them on unemployment relief work,
i the basic wage £1 10s. por week.

oposal to improve private property
under this Bill will crcate new wealth for
property owners, and bring about the tenant
farmer system  which exists in the old
country. We have details of the (Govern-
moent’s proposals in this direction in a paper
that was laid on tha table of this House in
reply to a question on the 8th instant. It is
stated in this propesal—

“At a small expense in each case,
suitable unemployed persons can be
placed on -the land with Government
assistance by agreement with persons
who hold in their own right more land
than they can profitably use.”

Here we have an admission that landholders
possess more land than they can profitably

al
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use. They should be made to give up for
the benefit of the unemployed all land in
excess of the area they can profitably use.
The proposal proceeds—

¢ Already a number of agreements of
this kind have been made and a number
of men have been placed on the land at
a minimum of expense. It is proposed
to extend this principle considerably, and
such settlers could well be financed out
of money allocated to the State by the
Federal Government. It is the cheapest
and most profitable form of settlement
at the present time. If more capital
were available, the owner of the land
could be loaned a sum not exceeding
£100 for the purpose of building a
shack, providing implements, animals,
poultry, fencing materials, and every-
thing necessary for giving a reasonable
start to any worthwhile applicant. Af
the present time funds are so limited
that it is not possible to do all these
things, and consequently the assistance
must be confined to persons who either
have a few pounds of their own or are
lucky enough to strike agrecments with
their prospective landlords sufficiently
liberal to tide them over the first twelve
months of settlement. Even so, the
department has received quite a number
of offers of land, a number of agree-
ments have been made, and a number
of persons have been settled. The proper
utilisation of available lands of this type
by such a system of settlement would not
only inercase the wealth of the State,
but would help to stabilise sconomic con-
ditions in districts which at present are
somewkat sparscly pepulated.”

This proposal enakles the faxpayers’ moncy
to be used fo emping at o slave wage
to improve private ho and thus crease
copital values for individuals g ng more
land than they can profitably use. No such
vroposal hes over been made before. T will
cronta an impovorished fenant farmer systom

ev the cxpens the S and the unem-
oloved workers,  From ftime 1o i
Covernment have ssked the qursti “

are to the

auessly protested again pentr bring

contended

should be

a flat rate.
wh mors couits
hen the

on e snteae bas
As the percentage b
as3 of publ
1 ) the tawation nocossa
this jpessure. (M1 DUMCTGUS Orcasicns
members opposite have spoken about equality
of sacrifice; and the Treasurcr has frequentiy
¢tnted that we must all make sacrifices to
meet the present posiiion. Under the measure
new under discussion a man receiving £2
per week will pay 1s. into the Unemployment
Relief Fund, A proposal which has been
put before me provides for these paymsits—

hon.

£2 or over per week
£4 or over per week
£5 or over per week
£6 or over per weck
£8 or over per week
£10 or over per week
£12 or over per week
£16 or over per week
£18 or over per week
£20 or over per week
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If that proposal were accepted, it would
provide more than the necessary capital
required not only to pay the present unem-
ployed relief vates, but to pay the basic wage
of £4 5z, per week; and, if the basic wage
were paid, 1t would make for the resuscita-
tion of business, seeing that the spending
capacity of the people would be greater. I
believe that scheme was placed before the
Government, but it could hardly be expected

that the Government would adopt a
graduated scale which did not suit their
friends; and, as the higher salarics would be

affected under a graduated scale, the Govern-
ment would not consider the matter. The
fAat rate has been accepted by the Govern-
went, and, despite what they claim to have
done for the unemployed, they do not state
the fact that they will not touch those who
are best able to pay. Under the scheme now
under discussion a man receiving £104 will
ay £2 12s. per annum. ('an anyonc seriously
ovnond that the sacrifice which that man is
called upon to make is comparable with the
payment of £25 by a man receiving £1.600,
cr £250 by thP person in receipt of £10,000
ner annum? To the man with an income of
£1.060 per annum a tax of £25 is not, to
us¢ a colloquialism, a button off his waist-
coat; vet we have the lower-paid worker
Laving to pay something for his own upkecp
and the upkeep of his dependants. These
wen ave paid half the rate of wages fixed by
the Industrial Court when giving decisions for
fcod and clothing: vet they have to pay for
clectrie light and other things. There is
JEEY] 1‘,duction int ratos, no reduction in insur-
: and other ]nngs and they have to
cave for their new-born children, and to pro-
vide for the carve of the mother after the
chald has beon born.

This is definitely a slavery system. When
the bon. memher for Leichhardt was S ak-
! w00, tiembers opnosite interjectad ahout
ijons in Russia, Conditions in (ucens-
land to.day are wo than the condmp'

in Russia: and the Government are doing
nothmv to rcliove the position by way of
raxing thos» who are able to pay. Amongsh
the upemplowd to-day are men who pre-
viously wers in sheltered jobs—= class of

man who nev er before has been unemployed.
L)m‘e arc engineers, clerks of ali kinds, ant
accountants on the unemployed list; and it
max surprisc hon., members to know that
there are two medical officers on the uncm-
ployed  list.  Mlany of these men have
tkought out schemes whereby their labour
could be utilised profitably; and they have
made proposals to the Secretary for Labour
and Industry. I have been told by these
men that there is more than a suspicion that
[ their propositions h been handed
to private enterprise to expl The Scere-
tarv for Labour and Industry stressed th»
difierence between the position of Queens-
‘mnd and that of South Australia, Victoria.
and New South W dlm First of all, T would
point. out that there was £5,00 0.000 in the
Treasury in Queensland when the Labour
Pa went out of power while in the other
States lhere were overdrafts. In Vietoria
unot only did the Legislative Council move
for a reduction in the rates of pay to unem-
ploved workers, but I was down 1 Victoria
when the Legislative Assembly  carried
resolutions that the workers be paid the basic

wage; but, when the Legislative Assembly
sert up a taxing Bill to the Council to
raise the necessary money to pay that wage,
the Tegislative Council turned it down.

[Mr. Bruce.

’D
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Seere

cne of the States mentioned by the
ary for Labour and Industry is handi-
capped by Legislative Councils, and, unfor-

tunately, these Tory Legislative (louncils
refuse to uppmt the propo: sals carried by
the clective repressntatives of the people

in the Legislative As
of the Labour Le
South Australia, 3§

‘mbly. The proposals
lative Assemblies of

Victoria, and New South
Wales  have been counteracted by Tory
Legislative Clouncils. Fortunately in
Queensland we are not hampered by a
Iegislative Council, and for lifteen years
the Labour Government were able to main-
tain = high standard of living and high rates
of pe Thr Government onpoutO are not
hampered by a Legislative Council; and,
they wished, they could do much more than
is propesed in this Bill on behalf of unem-
]no\»u.’ vorkers. We have a Commonwealth
Labour Government elected by the people
with s Senate, the members of which do all
they pessibly can to counteract any effort
by the Labour Governricent to alleviate the
condition of the unemyployed.

The TRrSURER:
saving Australia.

Mr. BRUCE: I cannot understand what
the hon. gentleman means by that statement.
He perhaps refers to the fact that the Senate
prevented the Commonwealth Government
from adopting a ﬁdumax'y note issue. Surely
the Treasurer has not read the papers during
the last weelk or so, because Great Britain
has adopted a ﬁdumaly note issue, having
been foreed to do so by economic necessities ;
and the cffeet of that has been to improve
the trade of Australia tremendously.  The
Chambers of Commerce in Australia are con-
gratulating themselves because Great Britain
ws adopted a fiduclary note issue, while the
Coma onwm Ith Scnats prevented the intro-
duetien of a fiduciarr note issue which would
have been the salvation of Australia twelve
months ago. 1t appears that the Federal
Treasurer, Mr. 'lh(‘odor was about two
vears ahead of the tim Je put his finger
on the spring which w ould have released
credits to Australia two scars before the
British ecoromists discovered that it was a
way of salvation. The Bank of England
found it was not poszible to maintain a gold
standard, and adopted a fiduciary note issue.
It is no wondcr that we have a deficit of
£1.800.000: no wonder that all our available
cash has disappeared, and that business is
worse than it was before; no wonder that
there are more unemployed in Queensland
than ever before, when the Treasurer says
the Senste is saving Australis. The poople
who attacked the Commonwealth Labour
Government for suggesting a fiduciary note
is=rie have turned a complete volte face, and
are now applauding the British Government
for having adopted a fiduciary note issue.

At present the Senate

The Government opposite have not been
hampered by a Legislative Council. The
comparisons made by the Secretary for
Labour and Industry prove definitely that the
state of things in Victoria is due to the fact
that the Legislative Council there refused
to support the Taxation Bill sent up from
the Assembly providing for the payment of
the basic wage to the unemployed workers.
The same difficulty has been experienced in
South Australia and New South Wales. In
addition to that, as mentioned by the hon.
member for Warrego, those Governments.
got into power after a long run of Tory
Governments had left large deficits. They
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are reaping the difficulties that we shall
probably have to meet twelve mionths
hence. As I have said, we shall be coming
in when the money available three years ago
has disappeared through the mad-hatter
policy of the Government; but I feel sure
that, by a proper form of graduated tax, the
Labour Party will be able to do much better
than the Government opposite, to give some-
thing approximating the basio wage, to give
a spending power to the people by which the
primary producer will have a market for his
commodities, and be able to employ men on
his farm.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Don’t forget that *“ Hansard’’ records this
speech.

Mr. BRUCE: The hon. gentleman can
see the writing on the wall. I agree with
him that we shall be on the other side next
year, and he may be here telling me about
the speech I made tomight; but I am
expressing my opinion that the time has
arrived when Governments have to adopt
more drastic pelicies.  Whether they be
Nationaiist or Labour, they cannot continue
on the lines of the past. People cannot be
allowed to work under slavery conditions
or starve. Unless something on these lines is
done, there will be more serious problems
to face. Once upon a time navvies were out
of employment from time to time, but
nobody worried about them. To-day a dif-

ferent class of people are unemploved, and
their friends and relations are agitated
about the unemployment question. It may

not be in Queensland or Australia; but, if
something 1s not done, the workers will not
stand a minority living on the fat of the
land and doing practically no work while
thousands of others ave starving ov are put
on a dole cutting grass or doing other jobs
which are unproductive and an 1nsult to
their intelligence, and then go home to see
their wives and families with insufficient
food and clothing, unable to pay insurance,
secure medical service, or live under decent
conditions. The position in Qucensland to-
day is an absolute scandal to any man who
bas any appreciation of British standards of
justice for human beings. The graduated
tax which has been suggested will affect
every member of this House; and surely
no member will object to paying his quota.
Surely, too, that remark applies to every
other man whose income may be large,

Mr. SPEAXKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barsoo) [10.25]: Tt is
unforturate that we should be compcelled to
approach  this question under two scvere
handicaps. The measure is one of far-
reaching importance involving the economic
and hnancnl position of the S’ratg During
the last session and this session we have
sought to obtain from the Minister infoerma-
tion concerning the operations of this law,
but we have been unsuccessful in spite of
hia plorm es,  This year questions have been
asked in 01dm to be better able to under-
stand the ramifications of the law; but we
have heen side-tracked by the Minister,
who has stated that the report of the depart-
ment will contain the information., That
report is not available.

I propose to address myself more particu-
larly to the phases of vocational training
and land settlement, which everybody be-
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lieves offers a practical solution of the
problem. Jt is proposed to give certain
mstruetion  at  the  Technical College—

quite a  laudable intention—but  we
should consider the nature of the train-
ing that will be given to the Doys.
We  have no agricultural training facili-
tics in the State apart from our Agri-

cultural College at Gatton, despite the fact
that we have experiment farms scattered
throughout Queensland. There are certain
fundamentals of agriculture which could be
imparted as well at a technical college as at
an experiment farm or an agricultural
college.  The boys who are placed at River-
view and kindred institutions should enter
those institutions armed with a knowledge
of the fundamental principles underlying the
practice of agriculture. It will be quite
possible, because many of our boys have
scholarship standards. Many of them have
junior and higher standards, while some,
through their knowledge of elementary
science, could readily assimilato the applica-
tion of those principles to agriculture. Why
not extend the Minister’s scheme of training

boys to those with these attainments? Agri-
culture has been described as the oldest
of arts and the newest of sciences. It is

intensely seientific to-dax.
understanding the facts of agriculture that
people have not appreciated the scientific
basis on which it is founded. 'The twelve
weeks’ training proposed under the scheme
is totally inadequate. There is no guarantee
that, when the boys have finished their
training, they will be properly trained. Only
a lmited number of boys are being trained,
and they could reeeive a much more cfficient
training in home surroundings by a short
courge 1 agriculture at our technical college..
A course in agriculture can be taken at the
Sydney technical college, and that course
not only caters for the prospective boy who
desires to go to the agricultural college, but
is al =0 available to a person with a backyard
gerden who desires to acquire a knowledge
of the principles of agriculture. Production
on the land is one branch of a solution of
our problems, and we should not neglect to
arm our boys with a knowledge of those
fundamental prineiples which are so essential.
Any graduate of an agricultural college
could act as an instructor, In this manner
boys could be equipped with a rudimentary
chentlh(’ training which they could not
acquire at Riverview and such institutions.
The Department of Agrienlture could draw
up a simplo syllabus for these boys. NNoth-
ing but goud wceuld come from training
boys primarily along these lines,

It is through mis-

It is not very often that I find myself in
agreement with the Minister; but on this
occasion I am in whole-hearted agreement
with him in discouraging the idea that a
man can become 60 per cent. self-supporting
by being settled on a 5-acre block, It is an
uneconomic proposition, and the sponsors
of the ides have no idea of the hardships
they would inflict on the unfortunate people
sctfled on 5-acre blocks. Such a scheme is
a snarc and a delusion. HKven assuming
that innumerable 5-acre blocks suitable for
tobacco culture were available, the scheme
is bound to fail, because the cultivation of
tobaceo connotes the erection of a drying
plant on the biock. Tobacco leaf bruises so
readily that it could not be transported.

The Premier and Minister are at variance
on fundamental points of the proposition.

My, Bulcock.]
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On several occasions the Premier told the
hon. member for Queenton that agricultural
lands are being put to their full ost passible
use. The Scerctary for Labour and Industry
suggests that it is possible to find agricul-
tural lands in the State that are not being
put to their fullest possible use. Probably
the hon. gentleman is more correct than the
Premier. I belicve there are lands in the
State on which dLShilblC uncmnloved people
could be settled, We have the iragic story
of soldicr settlement. Quite apart From the
type of men who went on to a block and
walked off after the £620 grant had expired,
we know there were men who went on to
soldier settlement blocks and made an
honest endeavour to make good, but they
had not the fundamental qualifications to
make good. They had not the phy:zique, or
their early environment had been wrong.
There are a hundred and one reasons why
honourable good fellows failed in land settle-
ment. We cannot afford to reproduce that
state of affairs. We cannot afford, for the
individual’s sake or for the credit of the
State, to pubt persons on blocks where they
are foredoomed to failure. There is a type
of individual who could not make a living
off a block even though it was a block
of A grade land. On the other hand,
there are individuals who will make a living
off land. I have in mind one man, an
optometrist by profession and a graduate of
a Scottish University.  Although it was
admitted that his optical degree was equal
in merit to the certificate granted by our
own Optometrists’ Board, he was refused
registration and could not practise because
there was no reciprocity between Queensland
and Scotland. In despair he went on to a
small block of land and is doing very well.
That shows the difficulty of making a selec-
tion—almost an insuperable difficulty.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY:
I know an engineer who is the most success-
ful pineapple grower in the metropolitan
area.

Mr. BULCOCK : That is so; and, on the
other hand, you might have a man who
spent all the yecars of his life on a farm and
yet could not run a farm.

I appreciate the nature of these difficul-
ties; and that brings me to a consideration
of this question: We must have land, and
we must have good land ; but, unfortunately,
there is a tendency to disparage land that is
just a little inferior to the best land. I
think we should have a soil survey of the
land rescurces of the State. That is a work
that should be undertaken by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture or a kindred depart-
ment, so that we would know at the outset
just ‘where we stand. 'There must be no
delusion on the question of what it is going
to cost to settle a man on the land. Any
person who believes that, if we provide up
to £100 for implements, tools a shack, and
that sort of thing, we are going to establish
a settler on the land af that cost knows very
little about the economic conditions which
prevail at the present time., You cannot
establish a man on the land at a cost of
£100, nor at double or treble that figure.
He would have to be a very good man who
could become self-supporting at a cost of less
than from £300 to £400. What is the use of
arguing, as certain people are prone to do
to-day, and what is the use of raising hopes
in the minds of people who are in a desperate
and forlorn position that we can solve their

[#r. Bulcock.

IBLY.] Tux dcts Amendment Bill,

proplem and at the same time solve our own
problem by putting these people on small
blocl s of land? We cannot do it, and it is

unfair on the part of those people who say
we can to insist that it can be done. I
respect the gentleman who is leading this
agitation, but he has, I am afraid, no prac-
tical knowledge of the problems assoclated
with it. I can show him some costs relating
to the bringing into profit of a small block
of land which would indicate how futile the
arguments are, and how wrong it is to raise
hopes in the bosoms of people who honestly
desire t5 get on the land, and who honestly
believe that the solution of the problem
lies in the settlement of 5-acre blocks. There
is no solution in that direction. We have

more problems to consider than just placing
individuals on the land.

The Minister told us this afternoon that
most of the pood lands of the State have
been alienated,
and they

Thst is unfortunately true,
are still being ahezmt(‘d Some
ago we on t}m side, reccgnising
wation would arise “hen it Womd
sary for the State to have S])Ecdy
the best lands of the State,
oppmcd the further alicnation of
Cur arguments were put on one
side Tt was pointed ont Ul at we were argu-
ing a policy that was not in the best 1ntor(>=ts
of the State. Now the ~1tuatlon has arizen.

to
(alneﬁl\
our lands.

{OCoEs

The Minister lnxmelf says, © Our Govern-
ment, and iore particularly past Govern-
meuts. have @ Ae,mtgd the bect of the agri-
cultural lands of the State”” That is tlue
If one vequires a small block of land, one
Linds that it has a frechold title. T‘le.e b
practically no leasehold Jand in close

‘noxmum to the markets that can be ulltl-
vated to-dew. How easily we could have
settled the major portion of this problem,
associated with land scttlement, if the land
had not been alienated! With the co- opera-
ion of the Lands Deparment and the Daopart-
ment of Agriculture, we could have put
people on small blocks at practically no cost.
But if we reposscesed ourselves of our lands
now, we would put a staggering burden on
the individual whko goes on to that land.
Thercfore we fail in that direction. We
have the example of Mount Abundance to
show the difficulties selectors encounter. We
cannot use the reserves of the State for the
purpose of individual land settlement. We
cannot cxpend big sums of money for the
purchase of land, thevefore it is obvioun that
we carnot embark on a big system of land
reformation in the State, The alternative
the Minivter offers us of share-farming is an
alternative as old as the hills. Even with-
out the assistance of the department there
is nothing to prevent individuals from
engaging in share-farming. Share-farming
is plaulicd in all the States of the Com-
monwealth, particularly in the dairying and
wheat- ﬂlo,\mg industries, I admit that
many men in the wheat industry got their
initial start in share-farming; but it is
doubtful whether share- farmmg will succeed
at the present time with our limited market.

Mr. PoLLock : The proposal is more tenant-
farming than share-farming.

Mr. BULCOCK: T do not want to intro-
duce any politieal passion, becanse 1 think
the question is too big for that. But
whether it is  share-farming or tenant-
farming, this fact does emerge—that, owing
to the policy of the Government and of
past Governments, we are unable at this
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eritical juncture in the affairs of the Btate
to solve the problem in the way in which it
should be solved. The conditions I have
pointed oui strengthen the claim of this
side that the pubiic cstate should mnot be
further alienated. Next time similar diffi-
cultiz= arise there will be still less land
availebis for settlement. In time to ¢me,
when iusufficient land is available, we shall
not be able to find a «olution of the diffi-
culties that may coufrens us by settling
people on the land.

Our principal difficulty to-day is the find-
ing of markets. The small crops which are
being grown by settlers, for instance, are
not finding a ready market. We scnt a
man to Canada to place a small order for
5-inch pines in that country. t one time
strawberries were regarded as enabling a
grower to make a satisfactory income, but
for the last two years strawberry growing
has becen quite unprofitable. The placing
of more men on blocks of land to grow these
products is only going to help to impoverish
the settlers already cngaged iin growing
them. We cannot sacrifice our present land
seftlement by promoting further settlement
which will cause the impoverishment of
settlers already on ihe land. We cannot
exploit new avenues of agriculture, therefore
we have to content ourselves with the
existing avenues of production. The want
of knowledge on the part of those who are
advopating .this small settlement is out-
Tunning their judgment. They have raised
hopes in the minds of people for which
there is no justification, and the setting
apart of small blocks for settlement will not
solve the difficulties confronting us.

Some time ago we established a Bureau
of TEconomics and Statistics. One would
have thought that by this time the Bureau
would have made some contribution to the
solution of the problems confroniing wus.
‘We appointed Professor Brigden at a con-
siderable salary; and we were toid that he
would show us the way out of our economic
morass. Has he done s0? TIs the expendi-
ture on the Bureau justifiable?

The Industrial Court lightly sets his opinjon -

on one side. and we find no result from his
visits to Melbourne to engage in the counsels
of those responsible for the well-being of
Australia. He and his officers offer us nothing
but the palliatives to which we were accus-
tomed before their appointment; and it is
a_question whether, in view of the contribu-
tions he has made to the well-being of the
State, it is worth while continuing the expen-
diture. I think the WMinister would be
generous enough to admit the fact, if any of
the proposals he has made had come from the
bureau; but he sets Professor Brigden on one
side, and we simply go on increasing taxa-
tion. This Bill is designed to produce the
same amount with a 6d. tax as was produced
last yoar with a 3d. tax, and that fact in
itself shows that the position of the State
has become infinitely worse during the last
twelve months. There could be no better
mirror of the prosperity of the State than this
measure, and no more damning commentary
on the administration of the Government.

We country members have had occasion to
complain that we are dissatisfied with the
amounts spent in country areas. The Minis-
ter said that £270,000 was spent in the
metropolitan areca and about £400,000 in the
country, which includes large towns such
as Toowoomba, Rockhampton, and Towns-

ville. The smaller communitics which were
taxed did not get their share. I venture to
say that ths coanbributions from my elec-
torate sre much greater than the amount
spent there.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXD INDUSTRY :
That 1s so.

Mr, BULCOCK: That is really what we
are cavilling at. The pastoral areas should
receive their share, particularly when there
is real poverty and distress there. If we
do not get rain soon, conditions in some of
them will ke too dreadful for contemplation.
The people in the west bitterly complain that
“ tramp rations’” are distributed on only one
day in the wes=k, which means that the men
must so time their arrival at the respective
towns as to be there on the day when rations
ave issued. This has caused men to travel
collectively where they previously travelled
in twos and threes. Whilst there may be
some justification for the distribution of
rations on one day in the week in railway
towns, there is no justification for it in
places removed from the railway line. Most
of these men ars law-abiding citizens who are
1ot anxious to kill their own mutton on the
track. I endeavoured to point oub to the
Minister’s private secretary that in the far-
flung stretches of the west the men could not
double-bank on the rations. A hardship is
being inflicted, and the men should not be
compelled to camp on the track for two or
three days waiting for the day of issue to
get rations. They should be able to get
rations on any day of the week, Desperate
rmen have been compelled to kill sheep in
a stud paddock in order to obtain a feed of
mutton. This can be avoided by the distribu-
tion of rations on any day of the week.
One of the dangers of the system is the
aggregation of big bodies of men in small
towns.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
We are watching it closely, and that is
nobt operating.

Mr. BULCOCK: The system is apt to
cause men to linger in small towns when
there js no reason to do so. The Minister
should review the question of the issue of
rations, and if no alteration, can be made
as far as towns with railway communication
are concerned, the old system should be
introduced in isolated towns, and rations
issued on any day of the week. No hard-
ship should be inflicted in_ such cases where
the department could rot be imposed on.

The SKCRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon., H. E. Sizer, Sendgate)
[11.2], in reply: I appreciate the latter por-
tion of the remarks of the hon. member for
Barcoo relating to travellers’ rations. Under
the old system of issuing rations the expen-
diture on travellers’ rations increased from,
gay, £6,000 to £12,000 in a month or two.
Instances of abuse bhad been proved, and
in one case & recipient sccured thirteen
issues of rations, valued at £5 3s., in the one
week. That was why some action had to
be taken. We are closely watching the posi-
tion, and at an early date will see if some
system cannot be evolved to meet the hon.
member’s complaing.

No alternative to the proposals of the
Government have been put forward in the
debate except one mentioned by the hon.
member for Leichhardt, who suggested the

Hon. H. E. Sizer.]
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adoption of the conscript system obtaining
in Russia.

Mr. Fowny: I never spoke about adopt-
ing the Russian system.

The SECRETARY ¥OR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: The hon. member said that
the alternative was a more comprehensive
system than ours, and he argued that there
was no unemployment under the system in
operation in Russia. If is also a fact that
the men and women of that country have
been conscripted and forced to work under
all sorts of conditions. That is the only
alternative put forward from the other side;
but I refuse to believe that the people of
Queensland would be prepared to accept
a system that destroyed individuality and
social life.

Mr, Forey: I merely quoted the Russian
plan. I do not expect you to adopt it.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: That is what the hon, mem-
ber advocated.

My. Forey: I did not.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : That is foreign to our ideals,
and I regret that the hon. member should
advocate 1t.

Mr. Forey: Mr. Speaker, I rise ro a point
of order. By interjection I have denied that
I advocated any such scheme, I ask that
the Minister accept my denial,

Mr. SPEAKER: Grder! The hon. gentle-
man must accept the denial of the hon.
member for Leichhardt.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : ,1 must, but-—(Opposition
dissent.) ¢

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY TOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: Let me make this point: I
realise the magnitude of the job; and 1 was
hoping that some concrete suggestions might
be forthcoming from the Opposition. The
hon. member for Leichhardt is nct the ori-
ginator of the Russian system; many deputa-
tions have deseribed it to me. But, when the
hon. member urges that to get to the root
cause of unemployment we must reorganise
socicty, and advocates the Russian system of
reorganisation, under which there is no
unemployment, the inference is that, if we
followed the ame systein, we would have no
unemployment. That may ba correct, but I
cannot belicve that the conscription of labour
would appeal to the people of this country.

Mr. ForLey: No one suggested it.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I realise the difficultics that
will be created if ihe Russian Five-year
Plan is successful; but I am not satisfied
that that is the bost alternative to the pro-
posals we are putting forward. I have
no desire to misinterpret the hon. member
in any way.

Question—*‘ That the Bill be now read a
second time” (Mr. Sizer’s  motion)—pub
‘and passed.

COMMITTEE,
(Mr. Roberts, East Toowoomba, in the chair.)

Clause 1— Short title und construction of
Act ”—agreed to.

[Hon. H. E. Sizer.

Clause 2—*“ Amendments of Principal Acts
—Income (Unemployment Relief) Tax "—

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate)
[11.10]: I beg to move the following amend-
ment :—

“On page 3, after line 15, insert the
following proviso:—

‘(d) Provided that if it is proved to
the satisfaction of the Director of
Labour that the total amount of the
taxable income (including income from
employment and income other than
income from employment) for the
income year ending on the thirtieth
day of June, one thousand nine hun-
dred and thirty-two, of any employee
did not exceed in the whole the sum
of one hundred and four pounds, such
employee shall be entitled to a refund
of the tax overpaid calculated as if
the tax payable was at the rate speci-
fied in paragraph (a) of subsection one
of this section and not at the rate
specified in paragraph (b) of the said
subsection.” ” ‘

The amendment is to meet the situation that
I spoke of when the resclution was before
the Committee of Ways and Means. Some
anomalies may take place, and this will
give the Government power to adjust such
anomalies, if they do occur.

Mr. ForLey: That is twelve months after.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : There is no other practical
way of doing it. We cannot tell till the end
of the year what a person’s income has been
during the year, and at the end of the year
we will adjust the tax.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (#ackay)
[11.12]: It is quite clear that the object of
the Minister is to exempt from the new taxa-
tion any income that is not in excess of £104
a year. Yesterday we endeavourcd to get
an exemption of £104, but were defeated.
While the amendment makes the position
clear so far as the annual income is con-
cerned, it Is going to be of no advantage to
the casual worker. The logical thing to do
is to provide that any worker who does not
earn more than £2 1n any one week shall
pay a tax of 3d. in the £1 instead of 6d.
in the £1. Suppose a man is paid fort-
nightly and he is an intermittent worker
and rationed. In that case his income is
not above £4 for the fortnight, and he should
pay a tax of 3d. in the £1. Obviously, if
you carry it over a year, and a man hag
had a number of different employers, it will
require the keeping of a lengthy record for
that casual worker to be in a position to
claim a refund. It is all right in the case
of the man who pays on an annual return.
The logical thing would be to frame an
amendment providing for a lower rate of tax
on any income which does not exceed £2
in any o e w ek; oth rw s> the bencfit is

going to be of no practical value.
The STORETARY FOR LABOUR AND

INDUSTRY (Hon. . . Sirer, Sm’l(i{/(z'te)
[1L15]: 1 am quite aware of the positionm
raised by the Leader of the Opposition. It
is beranss of that aromaly that we decided
in the first instance to adopt the flat rate,
which is th logeal war to overcome the
difficulty. The administration will not be
harsh. It is onlv in isolated cases that this
will apply. If we do not start to assess
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on the weekly payments, we shall never
colleet the tax at all.  Although a man
might be taxed ‘at the higher rate when he
earns an exiraordinarily large amount in
one weelk, if his total income for the year
does not c\uoul £104, a rofund will be made
as provided by the amendment. This is the
only practical way to deal with the posi-
tion.

Amendment {(Mr. sizer) agreed to.

Clause 2, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 3 to 8, both inclusive, agreed to.

Clause G- New section 2T—Constitution
of Fund; Peyments én Fund; Grants and
Loans; cte)'—

Mr. W. TFORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
’[11 18]: Subelaus. (2} ) i+ another example
of the powers heing taken by the Ministor.
It gives the Mi r arbitrary powers ‘in
dealing with the fund. Subclause (5 is in
the same category with regard to arbitrary
powers. 1 bez 1o wmove the L)Howmg
amendmoent—

“On page 19, lines 70 to b2, both
inclusive, omit the following words—
Such sums bhr way
the Minister shall approve of being
made to anr company, corporation,
firnl. pavtnership, or private indi-
vidual :

of loan which

in the case of an
to the Minister for any
ompany, corpoisiion,
p. or private indivi-
dnal for the purpose of creating
employment and  the concomitant
relief ‘of unemployment as afores aid,
the Minister shall obiain the consent
of the Governor in Counml mn regard
therveio, and anev such loan shall be
subject to such terms, provisions.
conditions, or stipulations as to
security  to be given in  respect
theceto. and the mature of such
security or as to the method of
repayment, interest, and time, and
sy other matter or thing rehumrr
thereto, including the power of and
remedies for en for(- ement of repay-
ment. a3 shall be prescribed by the
Governor in Council, by Order in
Council published in the ¢ Gazette,’
either genevally or in any particular
case.”

Provided that
application
loan by
firmi, pavine

The object of the amendment iz to remove
from the clause the objectionable features to

which I referred in my second reading
speech. 1t seems an unconscionable thing
that funds raised Dby tuxation om meagro

incomes should be granted by way of loans
to people to enable them to finance their
business. I  have slready quoted the
grotesque result thar people in casual employ-
ment are called upon to contribute to a
fund which, in cffect, augments the funds
of the Agricultural Bank. Under this clause
the Minister can lend money to a company

possessing a franchize under the measure
known as the Toils Bill. and in countless
different directions thi= money can be used

to take the place of loan funds,
extent is it to be us

To what
=d, and how is it to be
controlled? Obviously everyone canhnot get
an advaunce. If the Minister is going to
lend monev to one man for fencing, why
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not lend it to another to put a veranda on
his house, if he has a growing family and
men are out of work? Taxation levied on
the general public should be used for the
1111}:,10\*cmen‘r of the public estatc only, and
the provision in the principal Act in that
respcet was sound; but the Minister pro-
poses to lend money at a low rate of
interest to individuals who will put the
resulting increment into their own pockets.
The clause also provides a very useful means
of conferring favours.

The SECRETARY FTOR LABOUR
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. T. Sizer,
[11.24]: T cannot accept the amcendment.
The clause is a  vitzl one, and nobody
regrets the necessity for it more than T do.
The land alienated from the Crown, to
which the hon. mrmber for Barcoo has
referved, was alienated in past years. We
are not responsible for that.

AND
Sedgate)

I have changed my views considerably
regarding country land tenures. The fach
remains that land is already alienated. If
the clause does not stand, then the Govern-
ment will be charged with failing to encour-
ago productive work. I resent the suggestion
about political patronage. There is no
foundation for it. Fvery scheme will be sub-
wmitted to departmental officers for investi-
gation and report; and no scheme will be
submitted to the Government that does not
carry the recommendation of those officers.

Mr. WIENHOLT (Fassifern) [11.27]: 1
objected to the inclusion of this provision
in the Act last yeav. It'is open to very
srave difficulty and considerable objection.

Tas the Minister power to use this fund for
such work as ringbarking on any lease held
by a private person or company ?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Not without this clause.

Mr. WIENHOLT: I am absolutely in
favour of the Government using this money
for such purposes as 1‘1ngba11\1ng upon a
crown lease held by a tenant, because they
can charge interest, and, if necessary, a fair
amount by way of redemption, on the amount
expended. A number of cattle-owners would
ringbark their country, but they cannot get
the necessarv advance from the banks., This
i3 essentially contract work. I believe in
contract work, In this case it will enable
the relief worker to earn more than he
otherwise could do, I see no objection at all
to that, for I sce very big possibilities of
the Government doing excellent work with
this fund on sound business lines. In every
way such a proposal seems to be highly
sound and desirable. Other work such as
falling scrub and sowing grasses can be done
also by relief workers under contract, with
an adjustment in the rent to meet the cost,
the threce parties—the Crown, the tenant,
and the relief workers—gaining by the work.
Something stinilar could be done in the case
of an agricultural farm. 1 do not want to
tie the hands of the Minister, as I am natur-
ally willing to give him the fullest power;
but I want a clear distinction drawn between
granting moncy for purposes such as I have
enumernted and giving a definite grant or
loan from relief funds to a third party, the
owner of the freehold land.

Question—“ That the words proposed to
be ‘omitted from clause 9 (Mr. Smith’s

My, Wienholt.]
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am=ads=ent) stand part of the clause "—put;
and the Committee divided :—
AYEs, 30,

Dr. Kerwin
Mrs. Longman

Mr. Annand
,» Barnes, G. P.

,, Barnes, W. H. Mr. Maegroarty

,,» Blackley ., Maher

,» Boyd ,»  Maxwell

,, Butler .,  Moore

,» Clayton ,» Morgan

., Coztello . Peterszon

» Daniel ,» Russell, H. M.

»  Deacon . Siwar

,,  Hdwards ,» Tedman

., Fry ,» Tozer

., Grimytone

. Hill Tellers :

.,  Kenny ., Kelso

. Kerr ., Russell, W. A,

Nozes, 23,

Mr. Barber Mr. Mullan

., Bedford ,, Pease

,»  Brassinglon ,» Pollock

., DBruce . Smith

,, Dash ., Woallington

,, Dunlop ., Wienholt

,, Foley .,  Wilson

., Hanlon ,,  Winstanley

,» Hanson

.. Krynes Tellers :

,, Jones, A, ,, Bulcock

., Jones, A, J. . OKeefe

.. Kirwan

Pamre.
AYES. Nors.

Mr. Plunkett 3fr. Collinsg

. DBrand ,s  Stopford

. Nimmo , Bow

., Walker, J. I8, ,, Cooper

Resolved in the affirmative.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate)
[11.39}: In order to refute the suggestion that
there is any patronage associated with this
scheme, and to prove that our sole object is
to get the greatest value for the money
expended, I beg to move the following amend-
ment :—

“On page 10, after line 52, insert the
following new subclause : —

‘(34) In respect of loans which may
be made to any company, corporation,
firm. partnership, or private individual,
as referred to in the last preceding sub-
section, the following provisions shall
apply, namely :—

‘(i.) Any application for such loan
shall be forwarded to the Minister, in
the first instance.

¢ (ii.) Such application shall thereupon
be forwarded by the Minister to the
Manager of the Agricultural Bank, or
the Land Administration Board, or to
any other Governmental authority, as
to the Minister may seem fit and proper
in respect of the application concerned.

¢ (iii.) The Manager of the bank, or
Land Administration Board, or other
Governmental authority receiving from
the Minister any such application shall
cause inquiries to be made in respect
thereof, and shall furnish to the Minis-
ter a report and recommendation thera-
om.

‘¢ (iv.) The Ministor shall consider such
report and recommendation and may re-
commend such recomriendation for ap-
proval by the Governor in Council, or
may refuse such recommendation or
may refer such recommendation back to

THon. H. E. Sizer.

the Manager of the said bank, or Land
Administration Board, or other Govern-
mental authority for further inquiry and
consideratiosn.

‘(v.) The provisions of the proviso to
paragraph (4) of the last preceding sub-
section requiring final approval by the
Governor in Council of any such ap-
plication for any such loan shall apply
in every case.’ '

That provides a safeguard against any sug-
gestion of political patronage. All proposals
will be technically reported upon and then
the matter will come back to the Minister,
and it can be approved of only by the Go-
vernor in Council. That means that the
Minister himself cannot grant any loan.
That should satisfy the Committee that there
is no ulterior motive behind sthis proposal.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
[11.42]: The amendment may be some
slight improvement on the ground that

responsible public offivers have the responsi-
bility of investigating snd making a report
on any application thut may be made. But
the Minister is to be the final arpiter and
authority as to whether any loan shall be
granted or not. There is no doubt aboub
the power of the Minister to veject an
application. He may not send it on to the
department or the Governor in Council at
all, and thercfore it is dead. We know that
the Governor in Council to all intents and
purposes in this case is the Minister. These
minutes are dealt with formally unless they
involve policy, and they are passed solemnly
again by the Ixecutive Council. This
amendment is only a safeguard to the extent
that a public officer way make a report on
any proposal, but it in no way limits the
power of the Minister.
Amendment (3, Sizer) agreed io.

Mr., W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
[11.45]: I beg to move the following amend-
ment 1 —

“On page 11, lines 3 to 8, both inclu-

sive, omit the following subclause:—
€(5.) Without in any wise limiting
the operation of the previous sub-
sections of thiz soction it js hereby
declared that such fund mayv be
utilised in the direction of allevia-
ting unemployment and creating
employment in anv manner which
the Governor in Council by Order
in Council may. from time to time,

direct and determine.” ™

This subclause is really the whole Bill. It
gives the Governor in Council power to do
anything at all which is allegedly in the
nature of vrelief employment.  This is
another example of what has been aptly
described as ‘‘ The New Despotism ~’—legis-

lation without parliamentary authority.

Mr. HYNES (ZTownsville) [11.46]: This
power has been designed by the Minister in
order to give him dictatorial powers. A
rumour is current that it is the intention
of the Government to subsidise farmers who
employ youths to the extent of 5s. in the
£1.

THE SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
That is not so.

Mr. HYNES: The Minister admitted that
one-third of the fund iz going to come
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from people receiving less than £104 per

annum,

THE SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
T did not acdmit that at all. I said that a
gencral excmption of £104- would account
for one-third of the fund—passibly more.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate)
[11.48]: If we had not this general power,
we could not go on with the vocational train-
ing scheme. The power will only be used in
conjunction with the yrovisions of the other
Act, where it is nesessary to veliove unem-
ployment.  ¥Every scheme cannot be fore-
sven.

The ‘* New Despotism ”’ referred to by the
hon. member is in reality very old—it
oxisted long before this Government came
into power. Whatever may be said about the
provision, we have to remember that we are
in the midst of a crisis; and we have not
gone nearly so far as the Imperial Parlia-
ment, which in an Aect of three clauses to
deal with the swhole financial reconstruction,
delegated practically all its power to the
Executive. This is a general clause to enable
us to mect a situation which may arise. We
do not want an insufficiency of power in an
emergency.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
[11.51]: The special pleading of the Minister
is not very convincing. We can only judge
the future by the past, and we remember
that on the 30th June last an Order in Coun-
cil was i=sued not onlv contiruing the priu-
cipal Act—which the Government said would
not be necessary after their allegedly fine
handling of the situation—buf also actually
amending sections of the Act in a way some-
times quite foreign to the Act itself. That
last fact is recognised by the parliamentary
draftsman and the Government, because they
have included in the Bill a clause validating
their action.

Question—* That the words proposed to be
omitted from clause 9 (Mr. Smith’s amend-
ment) stand part of the clause ”’~—put; and
the Committee divided :—

AYES. 31.
My, Annand Mr.

,» Barnez, G. P,
,, Rarnes, W, H.

Macgroarty
»»  Maher
. Maxwell

. Blackley w  Mearas

s Beyd . Morgan

,, Butler ,» Peterson

,, Daniel s, Russell, H. M.
,» Deacon . Russell, W. A,
., Bdwards ,, BSizer

» Fry .. Tedman

,» Grimstone . Tozer

., Hill ,»  Wienholt

. Kelso

., Kenny Telters:

.  Kerr ,, Clayton

Dr. Kerwin

,»  Costello
Mrs. Longman

Mr. Barber Mr. Mullan

, Bedford o O'Keetfe

. Bruce ,» Peass

,, Bulcock ., Pollock

,, Dash +»  Smith

.» Dunlop . Wellington
., Foley ,»  Wilson

,» Hanlon . Winstanley
,» Hynes

., Jones, A. Tellers:

,, Jones, A, J.

,» Brassington
,, Kirwan

., Hanson
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AYES. Nors.,
2Ir, Plankett Mr. Collins
,» Brand ,»  Stopford
,»  Nimnio . Dow
. Walker, J. H. ~, Cooper
Resolved in the affirmative.
Clause 9, as amended, agreed to.
“Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)

[11.59]: I beg to move the following amend-
ment :—

“On page 11, after line 26, insert the
following new clause to follow clause

¢ The following new section (section
284) is inserted after section 28 of the
principal Act:—

The rate of wages paid or payable
to an employee in respect of any
work performed by him under or in
pursuaice of this Act or under any
Order in Counct thereunder shall
not be less than the rate prescribed
for such work or class of work in
accordance with the provisions of any
award or industrial agreement under
the provisions of ‘“The Industrial
Conciliation and Arbitration Acts,
1929 to 1930.”° "

The amendment regularises and places in
the Industrial Court the right to make
awards for this class of employment. Sec-
tion 63 of the Industrial Arbitration Act
makes deliberate provision for such awards.
It is a laudable ambition to carry on useful
work by improving the public estate from
this fund, and everything possible should be
done to make this work sound and valuable.
One such method is to make the work sub-
ject to an award of the court. The workers
would not then feel the same sense of injus-
tice as at the present time, and the work
would be carried on more efficiently and
economiczlly.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate)
[12.3]: I cannot accept the amendment. It
has been argued before, and there is no need
to reiterate the argument. We have only a
given amount of money, and we must provide
for every person eligible to go on the fund.
The responsibility must be with the people
who have the funds to meet an emergency
as it arises. It would not be fair for the
court to place relief work in the same cate-
gory as industry.

Question—*“ That the mnew clause (Mr.
Smith’s amendment) be inserted to follow

clause: 9 7—put; and the Committes
divided : —
Aveg, 22,
Mr. Barber Mr, Mullan
,, Bedford ., O'Keele
,, Brassington . Prase
,, DBruce ,, Pollock
,» Buleock . Smith
,, Dash ,, Wellington
,, Hanlon .,  Wilson
,, Ianson Winstanley
,» Hpynes
,, Jones, A, Tellors:
. Jones, A, J. ,»  Dunlop
.» Kirwan ,» Foley
Hon. H. E. Sizer.]
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Noes, 31.

Mr. Annand Mrs. Longman

,» Barnes, G. P. Mr., Macgroarty

,» DBarnes, W. H. ., Maher

,» Blackley . Maxwell

»  Boyd ,»  Moore

,, Butler ,,» Morgan

. Clayton ,, Peterson

,» Costello ,»  Russell, Y. M.
.» Daniel ,, Russell, W. A,
,» Deacon 5 Sizer

»  Edwards ,, Tedman

. Fry ,, ‘Tozer

.» Grimztone

.  Hill Tellers !

. Kelso ,» Kenny

. Kerr ., Wienholt

Dr. Kerwin

PAIRS.
AvEs. Nozs.
Mr. Collins Mr. Plunkett
,s  Stopford ,, Brand
,»  Bow . ,, Nimmo
,» Cooper . Walker, J. E.

Resolved in the negative.

Clause 10— Amendment of section T—
Income from wunemployment subject to
“Tax’’—agreed to.

Clause 11—“Amendment of s. 36—Duration
of Aet and savings’—agreed to.

Clause 12— Ratification of Orders n
Council and regulations’—

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) [12.9] :
‘This is the clause which legalises the Order
in Council to which I rcferred carlier in the
evening. Probably it is necessary to legalise
it inasmuch as sections of the Order in
‘Counctl of the 25rd June last may otherwise
be illegal. I rise to call attention to the
method being adopted by the Government of
passing Orders in Council amending legisla-
tion without the consent and authority of
Parliament, and then, in the guise of a clause
of this nature, legalising what might other-
-wise be ultra vires.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hou. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate)
112.10]: This clause gives the Committee an
opportunity to approve or otherwise of the
Orders in Council and regulations to which
the Leader of the Opposition refers. It is
not a new principle. When the hon. mem-
ber was a member of the (GGovernment he
did it regularly. The role of a Simon Pure
is a remarkable one for the Leader of the
Opposition to assume,

Clause 12 agrecd to.
The House resumed.

The CHamrMAN reported the Bill with
-amendments.

THIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate)
112.11]: I beg to move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned at 12.12 a.m.

[Mr. Smith,

Questions.





