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1028 Qurst:ons. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1931. 

}fr. Sr·EAKER (Iron. C. Ta:·lor, 1Li!dsor) 
'look the chair at 2.30 p.rn. 

QUESTIOXS. 

P!L'.n:.•ACY Bo,\llD OF QrEEXSLAXD. 

;\Ir. KIRWA:\T (R1 :'::banc) •skcd the Home 
Secretary·-

" l. ·w!Jo aN Tloc members of the 
Pharmac·.v Board of QucPnsland ., 

"2. Are a 11? fer q paid t.o tLo n1en1· 
1n~ if RO, what arc the .mounts 
to the ' ,rious m em bcrs of the 

.rd? . 

"3. 1Jnc1cr \Yhat srrtion of the Phar­
l112C~7 ~\et 1:~ il 0 statutor.\ authority given 
for pa' mcnt of fees to members of the 
board'" 

The IJO}TE SECP1LT_iRY (Hon. J. C. 
Pc~cr::-un, ~TIJrmrz, b,/) l'P!)licJ-

" 1. Pre.'clcnt- T. L. Keilson. J\Icm-
bNs-:!'lfc,srs. ·L B. Chater, J. C. }1inni.·:, 
J. Hichardson. ,J. P. Da,-ies, ,J. Lunn, 
and H. C. Butter. 

"2. Fc'cs are only pnicl to Inembe?rs of 
the board of exan1iners. 

"3. Paragraph (vii.) of subsect''m 1 of 
section 30 of 'The Pharmacy Act of 
1D17.'" 

CONTROL OF \YIXE SHOPS. 

J\Ir. Dl:NLOP (Rockluvrnpton) asked the 
Horno s.~crctary-

" Seeing that he 1s no\V piloting 
through the Hou"e a ycry useful Health 

[Mr. Dash. 

Act Amendment Bili to minimise prosti­
tution, Ycncrenl disease. etc., what 
action does he propose to take to either 
stamp out or considerably minimise the 
traffic done in the several wine shops in 
existence, ·where young girls and young 
women yer; often frequent. thercb·: put­
ting great temptation in their way and 
no doubt lea-ding many of them astray?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C .. 
Peterson, Normanby) replied-

" 'rhe \VOrnen poljce exercise a super:..­
Tison over \Vine shops." 

PAY:VIENTS TO BANKS 1:.: RE ::\IexGANA RoYAL 
CO}Dl!SSIOX. 

Mr. PEA8E (Hubo·t) asked the Premier-
" In conneetion with the payments to 

banks of the amount of £68 Ss. 4d., which 
is included in the return supplied by him 
as one of the items of costs of the Mun­
gana Royal Commission-(a) what are· 
the details of this expenditure ; and (b) 
what services were rendered by the banks 
to justify the public expenditure of funds 
in this particular direction?'' 

The PREMIER (lion. A. E. Moore, 
.4ubigny) replied-· 

'• (a) Refunds of owrtime paid by 
banks to their officials for the prepara­
tion of particulars of vm·ious bank 
accounts and the securing of relevant· 
chcqnc.OJ, deposit slips. etc.-

Australian Bank of Commerce 
Bank of _'\.ustralasia 
Bank of New :'•'nth \\'ales 
Refund to Bank of New South 

\VrtLs of eo· t o£ cnrtnge of 
ledgers to and fl'.rJm court 

£ s. d. 
2 0 0 

50 8 0 
15 14 4· 

0 6 0 

£68 8 4 
•; (1;) The infonnntion scupht was con­

~iderc'd necc~··::ti'Y b\- the Cro\vn La \V 

::lt.1Yiscr::<, and tl;c bUnk~ \Yen: recouped 
the co~t of obtaining it." 

PAnmxl' oF A:,n,~.,, 3 OF :'.L11~ RoADS 

HEGISTR.GIO'\' Dn:s. 
::\lr. BGLCOCK (IJur,oo) asked th• Secre­

tarY for ]{aihYay-,-
" :' 1. fias a~ doci i(ln ber·n : n-iyed at in. 
connection with tho half-; ef_rly 1 LLYl11Cnt 

of rnain roads due ? 
·' 2. 'Yhat .tD1Ci1nt is 111 <tlTr·ars In 

rr-spect 0£ these pnytneni ·," 
,; 3. 'Sill fayourabh~ c_or,sidcration be 

gjyen to the J. yrnrnt of 111ain roa(h 
l-ng·ldration due<;', in in:--t:drnents in cases 
\Yllel'C rhe ppr~on coner rncd is ur·lble to 
1neet th~..- full ,•nlcunt in one payn1cnt ?" 

The SF.CRBT.:,RY !<'OH HAlLWAY'S 
(Hon. Godfrcy l\Iorg,m, J:Iuri/le) replied--

" 1 aPd 3. It i. comidered th.ct con­
siderable lX'1t'nsc vvould be incurred in 
the collection of main rc•acls dues by 
imtalmcnto, ancl, in Yicv: of the fact that 
sy1npathctic consideration is ahv..t vs giyen 
iu c<escs o£ preYed hardship. it is con­
sidered no alteration should bo Inade in 
the syst ;m nt the present time. 

" 2. The amount outstanding at August 
.(J.S shown is nonnal compared with pro­
Yious vears. The amount shown as out­
standi;rg due on 28th September is 
current work, and cannot be wholly 
looked upon as outstanding." 
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AGRICGLTT:R\L TRAEJOOG OF BOYS .\T RIYER­
YTE' ;, 

Mr. Bt:LC'OC~~ (H•tNoo) asked the Secre­
tary for L" bour and Industry-

" 1. I:) ir a fact that an arrangcn1ent 
has been completed ''hereby certain boy· 
are to rcccii-c a training in agric>ulturo 
at R.i\'C'lTicw? 

•· 2. If :), ho\Y llHlnv bov-s 
pate ln ihe L:aining,u \Vh~t 
duration of the cou<"sc, and 
respon ~iblc' fin · ncially for 
tcnanre of the Loy~? 

will pa rtici­
will be the 
who >vill IJe 

tlH l11Ulll~ 

·· 3. \Yhnt is tlw arr·a of th0 farm upOil 
which 1lw boys arc to be trained? 

.. 4. is the• nature of the in-truc-
tiun it l!l'Opo~rd to irnpart'! 

·• 5. On thC' co1npletion of traiuing, is 
it propo . ..:pd to 1nuko thf' boys so trainr-d 
aYailnhlt> to LIITHPr:- '? 

"6. \\'ha: conditiom will apply !o 
their 1-lnployi~lPJJt \YhPn absorbed on 
pri,·ate farms·? 

"7. \\'l10 is n po11sibl0 for the -elc•c· 
tion of the hon \\·ho will be admi!t'ed 
to trainiug ' ... , 

The SECRET.-\HY FOR LABOLJR A~D 
INDLJSTRY (Hon. H. E. SizN, Sll!ldflof,l 
•·eplied-

" 1. Yes. 
'· 2. Snrcp~~ln! groups of approxi1natcly 

twentv-ftve hov<. The duration of tlw 
course will be' hYelvC' wr•cks. The Go­
Yernmellt will be financially responsible 
for t'hc m a inh•nancc of th0 boys, which 
will be paid out of relief tax fundc•. 

Wages. 

Trainees·­
First year 
Second year 
Third vear 
Fourth' year 

Staff Xurses 
Sisters 

Matrons in HoSJJitals 
whose average of 
occupied beds i~­

Under 6 
l?ron1 6 to 11 
From 11 to 3;) 

From 3:J to 1011 

:From 100 to ~110 

:From 200 to 300 

Over 300 

HOCHS. 

Award 
30th June, 1930. 

£:16 per aunmn 
£45 per annmn 
£05 per annun1 
£7.) per annun1 

£110 per annum 
£ l:lO to £160 per annum, 

·with annual incrmnent:;; 
of £10. 

, £130 per annmn 
£160 per annum 
£170 to £200 per annum 

with annual increments 
of £10. 

: £~00 to £230 per annum, 
1 with annual incren1ents 
: of£l0. 
1 

£2 ~0 to £270 prr anntnn, 
with annual incren1ents 
of £1CJ. 

i:?.70 to £320 per ann1un, 
\Vith annual increments 

i nf £10. 
, £3~0 to £!370 per annu1n, 
I with annual increments 
i of £10. Uniforn1s, 

board nnd lodging 
supplied in aUdition. 

88 per fortni_,:;ht exclusiYe of Jue:_tl hours, not more 
than 10} hour:-- to Ue workeLl eonsecutiYely hy any 
mnl)loyee otht"T than Jiatrnn. 

"3. Three hundred and sixty-three 

"4. Elcln:"'niary rural training. 
n 5. -·~{CS. 

"6. IndiTiclnal af;T ement will b'"' rnado 
bPtwecn the guardian of the boy and the 
pro~ pcctiYe cr11 player. 

"7. l\fr. A. E. Hall, Chairman of the 
Apprenticeship ExPcutiYc.'' 

PAY:'ttEXT .\xn CoxDTTrox;;.; o:· XuR~:Es AT 
BmsB.\KE GExE>~.IL llosPTT.\L. 

l\fr. l:ULCOCK (BIIrtoo) asked the Homo 
Sc.'Cl'Pt r_v--

'~ 1. \Yhat \lC'ro the v.a.geo;; and hour:;:;: 
pre~crihcJ for each grodf' of nursed 
cn1plovcd at tlK Bri.-~bane G£'1F'ral I-Io;-:;~ 
pital by tlw award in open-lion at 30th 
.June, 1930'1 

"2. \Yhat w0re tlw '.'·ages and hours 
pn ·cribed for ea__,h gT·l·dc of 11llrSPS by 
the <V,· n.r,· rerent1y r~tncellc·l '? 

;~ 3. \Yh ..... t arP the wages and hours at 
pn·c:e11t opc•rat]n:." in ro;;;pec-L to all 
gradeR'! 

" 4. \\'hat scetions of the nursing slalf 
arc> LelJlg' rationed. at;d to \\hat extent 
dol~:" this rationing apply? 

'; 5 . ..:\~ a furthc: reduction in vv ages 
and a ]pngthening of the hours for nurses 
at the General Hospital is now notified, 
what are tlw projected \Vag.._·s and hourd 
for all grades of HlJTS8R ctnployerl ?" 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson . . Yorman!Jy) replied-

A ward Recently 
Cancelled. 

£32 per annum 
£41 per annum 
£61 per annun1 
£71 per annnn1 

£104 per annum 
£109 to £149 per annum 

£144 per annum 
£154 per annum. 
£159 to £189 per annum 

'vith annual increments 
of £10. 

£189 to £219 per annum, 
with annual increments 
of £10. 

£219 to £2.)9 per annum, 
\vith annual increments 
of £10. 

£259 to £299 per annnm, 
with mmucd inercments 
of £10. 

£299 to £349 per 'nnum, 
'vith annual i:at"·rnlents 
of £10. Uniforms, 
board and lvdgiPg 
Slll)Plied in addition. 

Present Rates 
frmn 

19th September, 1931. 

£22 lGs. 
£30 })s. 
£±7 9s. 
£55 19s. 

£85 Hs. 
£92 5s. to £126 5s. ld. with 

annual incrPnlents of 
£1l 10s. Senior Sisters 
£1~4 15s. t.o £15115s. ld. 
(with annual increments 
of £8 10s.). 

General ~Iatron £376. 
As,;istant :\Iatron, £2G2 5s . 
::\Iatron, Lady Bowen 

Hospital, £228 5s. 
Matron, Children's Hos· 

pital, £219 15s. 
RelieYing Matron £1:"5 15s 
:\Iatron, Wattlebrae Hos­

pil;1l, £185 15s. 
}fatron, Convalescent 

Hon1e, £135 15s. 
Assist,mt Matron, Lady 

Bowen Hospital, £177 
5s. 

t'niforms, board and 
lodging supplied in 
addition. 

96 per fortnight exclusive 96 per fortnight exclusive 
of meal hours, not more ~ of meal hours, not more 
than 10~ hmm; to be ! than lOo\ hours to be 
worked consecutively by worked consecutively by 
any emplnyee other 1l any ~mvloyee other than 
than :J.Iat1u11. ::\Jat1 JIL 

I 
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•• 4. Trnlnc·d nur~r·s 
and ordinary 
n,c]ye months 
e~u:h half-ycc:r. 

{l.C'. staff Eursrs 
vveeln during 

"\vccks during 

.. 5. S_•c an~, er tn ::~c. 1. Tht1 hours 
a~·c' the :3an1c a:> in operation prior to 
c-cception of the employees from the 
opcr ·tion of the IndtL·trirrl -~rbitration 
rncl Conciliation Act." 

::\:IAIXTLX'XCT :\XD I:\C'lDL.:\TM, EXPEl\JHTL-RE-­

BLTXD; Dt-:.\F A?\.D D[-;.m lssTITFrtox. 

:\lr. A .. ]0::'\ES (H"i'{') asked the S .cre­
tary for PuGlic I1rtructiGn-

"\Yh 
':\I 

the expenditure 
nd Incidt 1tals' in 

Ihnnb Itt 
iinr ncial 

Oll 

tL
1
at p;~J~t 

\ ill'lt 1 ~i;' 

thn contJ ul of l-hf' 
T 11st l'llc1 ion ? 1' 

ill;:-.tituiion 'WetS ,l~1d('l' 
Dt·paruncnt of PnLlic 

Tlw SECiti~.::/1, \H Y FOTI 
STRl:CTIO:·,; (Ho . H. 7~. 
replied-~ 

"'1'hc Blil~(l. Dvnf and Dnrub T• ~ti-
tution 1:::. not nnd('~· thL ('Onrrot of the 
Dcpnrtrnc1~t of Public Instruction. Tho 

fol' i'lH~ alhnini: tratio:1 of the 
hli~.cl a:ld '-lt ·tf \· ,1s 

th" Derutr,teni of 
:-~s fron1 t'~lf' l"t F0bru, r~-. 

The c:<.:pPnclitnre ou ar·'nunt 0£ 
and Incidentals· (<'xclud­

~ P"') for the 1l \-<..~ nwnt hs cnJ.cd 
,] ULC 1931, v, ,1 :~ :8351 12s. 5d. In 

rf'sp· et ?f t~1_i~ p.crio,J rccPipts fro1n pupils 
\\'C·n~ pa!Cl u1rec.: to Consolidated Reve11Ue 
Fund.'' 

CHEQFEs PHoroGRAPIIED Ix " S:mTH's 
\VEE.KLY.j' 

:\1r. KE::'\XY (Cook) asked the Attoruey­
Gcneral--

" 1. \Vhat arc tlw particulars of the 
eheques of \\hi eh photographic copies 
appeared in the la,t ~osue of ' Smith's 
\Ye0ldy '? 

"2. In what way do these cheques 
correspond with dividends arising out of 
the sale of the ::Vlungana mines to the 
Queensland GoYernment ?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
Macgroarty, South Brisbane) replied)-

" 1 and 2. T1he partioulars are 
follow:-

as 

Mungana Dividends.-Cheques-God­
dard (manager of Chillagoe smelters) 
to. Hon. A. J. J ones (;\linister for 
Mmes). 

Fifth Dividend-Date paid, 29th 
January, 1924. Amount per share 4s 
6d. Amount per 100 shares, £22 '10s: 
Date of cheque, 1st February, 1924. 
Amount of cheque, £22 10s. . 

Seventh and Eighth Dividends­
Dates paid: Seventh-9th Septemb~r 
1924. Eighth-31st January, 1925: 
Amount per share: Seventh-6s. 
Eighth-6s. Total, 12s. Amount per 
lOO shares. £60. Da!C' of cheque, 25th 
Ma:-', 1925. Amount of cheque, £60. 

)iinth (Final) Dividend.-Date paid, 
30th June, 1925. Amount per share, 
lls. 5cL Amount per 1'00 shares £57 
ls. BeL Dale of cheque 29th 'July 
1925. Amount of cheque,' £57 ls. Sd.' 

I may add tlnt the cheques of which 
particul:-:es \\·1·rr giYcn in the article in 
question t:Jta 11cd £304 11'. 8d., onc-hLm­
clrcc1th part of "·hich is £3 0 lld. The 
nilF diYidcndJ aris1n~: ont: of the sale of 
the ~\1ungana mines to the Crown total 
£3 O,s. lld. ·' 

}lR. Dli:\8'L\'C(S REPOJU ox GEOPII'c.SICAL 
:\fETHODS OF :\1J.L\L AXD OIL DISCOVERY. 

::\Ir. \. . JOXES (Pudd·or;ton) ashd the 
Secrc·ta ry for :\Ii",cs--

'· 1. Is :}fr. Dun:-1 ~ n 's report, as a 
result of his Yieit to England and 
Eurnp(l to inqnir into geophysical 
methods of metal and oil discoyery, 
aY~lilaLl~? 

"2. If 
tccl1nir 
the ' 

'L·ientific and highly 
it published in 

T'h0 ATTORXE~l-GE:\EIL\L (l-Ion. N. F. 
:\larg-rcctrt", So:<lh ]j,··<banc), for the SEC­
TAllY FOR =\II::'\ES (Hon. E. A. Atherton, 
r'h il!uuo, ), replied-

" 1 t1nd 2. The main section of Mr. 
Dnnstan's n ;1ort was published in full 
in· ' Queensland Government Mining 
Jou.rnal' for March, April, and JYfay, 
1931. :\Ir. Dun, tan's first report dealing 
in general terms IYith his >tinerary in 
Europe was published in condensed form 
in 'Queensland Government Mining 
Journal' for .Januar:-·, 1930." 

\Y.\LL\YILLE-GoonxiGHT Scnc;JJ RAILWAY. 

:!',lr. WI~ST"\::'\LEY iQuc. :1ton). for Mr. 
BARBER (JJundul>u(l). asked the So<:rctary 
fcl· nail ·;ay~--

" 1. \Yhnt i; tlw length of the exten­
sion ma:lc to tltc \YaJlayilJe-Guodnight 
Sr ·ub HaihYa:·? 

"2. How many bridges an<l cnh·erts 
ha, c been coustruded on the extension? 

"3. \Vhat nunbcr of men have been 
cmplo,·cd on the extension? 

"4. \Vhat is the approximate cost to 
elate of the cxte11sion ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrcy ::\lori'all, Jfurilla) replied-

" The information is being obtained.')' 

TEXDEHS FOR INSL\LLATIOX OF LIFT AT 
:\1ATERXITY HOSPITAL, BtiXD.\BERG. 

Mr. \VIKSTAKLEY (Quccnt1n), for Mr. 
BARBER (Bunrlabug), &sked the Secretary 
for Public \Yorks--

" 1. The mun ber of firms tendering for 
the installation of lift at the ::Yiatornity 
Hospital, Bunclaberg? 

'· 2. Ar.wu.nt of tenders submitted. 
res;J<'clil·cl:·-(•1) Jll'lximum; (b) mini­
nium? 

"3. \Y ere all tlw firn1s gi--ren the option 
of quoti,;g for both new and second-hand 
lifts~ 

"4. Is it c ,,.,.cct that the Department 
of Public \YOi'ks aud Home Department 
haYe dccidocl to install a second-hand 
lift? 

'' 5. \'\as the installatio:~ of the second­
hand lift recommended bv the Home 
Department lo the Hospital Board? 

'· 6. \Yas the in" llation of a second­
lwncl lift rccolmnemlcd b1· the \Vorks. 
Dcparbncnt's cnginef'ring Cxperts? 
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(! 7. \Vhat is 1 hC' llifferPncc brnycnl t~ 2 
costs cf I!C''' 11ft and sc'cond-hnnd lift'! 

"3. lias the Hospital Brard accepted 
rhe Dcr)artmc-nt"s rr>comn1cndation to 
install a ··ecoud-hand lift?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC \YORKS 
(Hon. E. ::\1. King, Logan) rc'pliccl~ 

" 1. Four. 
"2. (u) £1,690; (b) £1,311. 
"3. Xo quotations for se-:ond-hand 

lifts were called for, but one firm, on its 
own initiat-1Ye, submit+ed an alternative 
off<.~r of a second-hand rnachinc. 

'· 4 to 6. The :n1attcr is un<l·r con­
~icl(•ro.tion. 

"' 7. £180 in respect of the particular 
r1uotatinn received. 

"8. Sec answe-r (4 (o 6)." 

:~T\TI .ncs JX R~-:: ..:.\CTIYITH::s oF Prr:uc 
CL'RATOIL 

J.:fr. '\Yl~ST~\ '~LFl'" (Qu , ._!an) a3~(j d t 1 
: 

J\.ttn n~· .. '-Gc•ncrc: 1---

1r1 
1hc 
the 

de ,i]s 
n;. tbc 

i'uhl!t (\u·ator. n·1rncly 
(u) Tot- J rwoflt (·t:ntc~[ the' (.·ffi('e 

it1cc its in, t·ption to 30th 1931 ·; 
If,) '-laln\' f a~:;ct.s of Pul ,i....., CuLl­

Office as ~t 30th Jnno. 1931: 

~\ppro-...,::in:are Yaluc of n_ll c"rJ.tc-~ 
adrrnui'-Lerecl as ur 30ch Jnlll'. 

tL_ pric n of oflic:e 

(d s1nce incq1tion of 
(Aiice to 30th J unc, 1931 '! 

(j) Amount lodged with Public Cura­
t~·,· foi· inYe:-"bnent pur~)oses as at 30th 
J unc, 1931 ·:·· 

Tlw A1'TORXEY-GEJ'\ER_\L (Hon. X F. 
::1-lucgroarty, South Brisbane) replied~ 

"The inforn1:dion is being obtained." 

STATifTrc.-, rx RE Aunvrrms OF STATE GOYERN­
:>~EN r IN:iURANCE Or neE. 

::\Ir. HA:\SOX 11! ·twl(/a). for :Ylr. 
IIA:\LO:\ Jth•tcal, usked the Trc'<uurer~ 

"\"fill he flllnish the followin,; 
in c-onnection with the actiYitics 
State Qoyc-rnrncnt Insurance 
namely:~ 

details 
of the 
Office, 

(u) Total profits since the inception 
of the office to the 30th June. 1931 '? 

(b) V<-l'lo of assets as at 30th June 
1931? ' 

(r) Total amount of claims paid by 
l he offico sil!ce its inception to 30th 
,June. 1931? 

(d) Total nr11ount _of rcroipts since 
inception of of!ice to 30th J uno. 1931 ·~ 

le) Total am ,unt of bonuses paid or 
credited to p81icy holders ~inf'~~- incep­
tion of oflico to 30th June. 19.31'? 

(/) 1~5timat eel .-alue of the saving to 
rh. inf'nring nublie on account- of reduc-­
tions in fin' iL.:urauce policies up to tho 
end of the last fina11cial year·:'' 

The TREASCRER (Hon. W. H. Barncs 
W ynmw;) replied~ ' 

"The details will be obtained." 

EI·TL\'.-AY IxTERLOC 1G:\G- G.~~xcs .\XD PooLIXG 
SYE ... ,~\L 

:\~r. KIRWAN (!JI'isbanr): I desire to ask 
the· Sc-L ,:.•tary for Rail•.'. ay·J vvhethcr he has 
nn er to tln• fcllovving questions which 

d to hi1n on 24th irF;" llJt:-

" 1. I-Io1v L "ll)Y rncn nro employed in 
the lntcrlocking g·_ ngs. .tnd 1 bat arc 
the rC'SlH::ctiyc c]as";illcatio!; >, if any? 

"2. \Vhcn was tllc pcoliug sv::;;• ·1n 
.l, and hat a:ro the g,vncral 

gO\"Crning s:un _\ '! 

·· 3. \Yhat > 1l:~· a• 'l'n~·:: , r ~kl ·wage 
r:: :d by tLc-~:--. nvn UEdcr the- pooling 

·~~(·.tnc fol' the re~ ·ccti\c callin~s '?'' 

1ne SECHETARY FOR l-LAIL\Y~.l_._1_'S 

d i G()Jf~ ~<1urg·<ct:J Jlurillll) replied-

" I. 
" Classification. No. 

1 
class (acting) 1 

2 
1 

16 
2 

" 2. On 4th ~I a:--. 1931. pooling com­
JtJ('J1C. d at th -. rate of one week in four. 

3rd Augu:-"t, 1931, pooli_ng \Vas 

rea .·":d to one \veck jn two 111 conse­
("J.(·nce of reduction in vvork and to ~ave 
tli· pr•nsin~ \+:1th services of a. nurnber of 
lll<ll'Cit•d i11f'll. 

·- 3. _'.i p1·c· t'llt ~h0 ·1 \-( ra( c \Yagc Uli ncd 
fn;_· , ~>' ..,;~ :k v.-Gl'kl f1 i a-; fo1lo 1 .• ..;. Yiz. : 
Signal gtngt.r, 1st class, £4 13s. 9d.; 
Ri~;nal gango.r. 2nd cl as·_), £ ~ 9s. lcl. ; 
IJlacbmith, £~ 12s. lld.; signal adjuster, 
£c1 1s. 5cl.; skil!Prl labourer, £3 15s. 2d.; 
rtn-! la bonrN, £3 14s. 4d." 

,\LLOr'ATlON OF ExPE:\DrTURE 
1XGS " BE~."WEE:!:\ DAY 

CoNTK\CT. 

0~ "BUILD­
LABOUR AND 

:Y1r. BOW (31 itch ell) ' I desire to ask the 
Secretar~, for Public \Vorks if he can give 
me rtn 'ans;' er to the following questions 
which I adclrc-,~ed to him on 17th Septem­
ber'~ 

'" 1. What '"as the allocation of ex­
penditure incurred in rec,pect to ' Build­
ings' during the la:::: financial y~ar from 
both revenue and lo:d1 apportioned as 
between (a) activities under the votes in 
question carried ont by day labour, and 
(IJ) under contract" 

"2. 'What was the number of jobs, etc., 
undertaken by day labour by the Depart­
ment during the period in question?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(lion. R. :NI. King, Logan) replied~ 

" 1. (a) £49,605 6s. 3d. ; (b) £76,853 
2.<, 5d 

" 2. 3.232. Amongst these jobs thcra 
\\ere 3,224, costing under £500 each, of 
which 3,094 were small maintenance 
it.-.ns costing less than £50 each; there 
"''"' e eight jobs costing £500 or more, 
'dJif'h ,,-ere undertal•cn by day labour 
for sr:ecial reasons. such as the urgency 
of putting the work in hand immediately 
or tho particular nature of the wo1 k 
n~aking it unsuitable for a. contract." 
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IKADl\IISSIDILITY OF QUESTIOXS TO 
EX-MINISTERS. 

:11r. KELSO (Xunlnh}: I dHire to ask 
the hon. member for Paddington, without 
notice, the following questions:-

" In Yiew of the statement made by 
the--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! It is not in 
order to ask questions of any ex-JI;Iinistcr. 

PAPERS. 

The £oHm. ing paper "as laid on the to '•le, 
and ordered to be printed:-

Report and balance-sheet of the Public 
( 'vrator of Queensland for the finan­
,·in l Y' •r end,·d 30th ,June. 1931. 

The following paper was laid on the 
talllo :-

Regulations under "The Financial 
Emergency Act of 1931." 

FEDElL\L AID ROADS ~\GREEMENT 

APPIWVAL ACT CC\RIA'TIOX OF 
.\GREEJI;IEXT) APPROVAL BILL. 

IXITIAT'!ON. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILvVAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, J[urilla): I beg- to 
lllOVe-

" That the Home will, at its next 
sitting-, resolYe itself into a Committee 
of the \\'hole to consider of the deoll'· 
ableness of introducing a Bill to approve, 
adopt, authorise, and ratify a furthe1· 
agreement made between t,he Common­
"0alth of Australia and the State of 
Queensland in relation to the construc­
tion, reconstructi .Jn. rnaint.cnauce. or 
repair of Federal aid roads in the State 
of Queensland." 

Question put and passed. 

I:'i'COME (UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF) 
TAX ACTS AME:\DMENT BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXD 
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgatc) 
[2.45] : In rising to move the second reading 
of this important measure, I propose to gh·e 
a general review of the operations of the 
Act since its inception, together with a fore­
cast of future operations after this amending 
Bill is passed. Before proceeding to do so, 
however, there arc a few general observa­
tions \vhich I would like to make at this 
.stage. 

First of all, it need not be repeated that 
unemployment is not the local concern of 
Queensland; neither need it be reiterated 
that unemployment has not been created by 
this Government. It existed before this 
GoYcrnnwnt took office: and it is existing all 
O\ t~r rhc wor]d; bnt it i~ interesting to HOt(' 

that unemployment is not so acute in Queens· 
land as in other parts of Australia and all 
over the world. 

Mr. KmwAl\: That is owing to the 
£5,oon.ooo which Labour loft you when wo 
,,a ea tee! office. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXD 
I.0;Dl'STliY: In c;,., n Britaill thcv 
have 2,500.000 unemployed, in the Unite~l 

[Hon. H. E. Sizer. 

Stab of America 6,500,000 unemployed, in 
Frauce-whcre previously it \Vas stated th~t 
there \VCl't' no unemployecl-1,500,000, m 
Germany 8,000,000. The Commonwealth 
Statistician's figures show the average unem­
ployment fo;· Australia t? b.e 25.8 per cent., 
whereas in Queensland 1t lS only 14.1 per 
cent.--

Mr. KrRWAN: That is more than cloublo 
since you carne into office. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
IXDL:STRY: Showing-\\hile I do not deny 
that it is serious-that the position is not so 
arutc iu this State as in other States of tho 
Commonw0<tlth or in manJ of the older parts 
of the world "~here thev have more resources 
in the way 'of gold a11c1 in other wa:ys for 
al"orbing the people. I thmk i.hese !tgures 
sho,-- that this is not a local problem. 

\Ye come now to what is being clone in 
tho.'c other places to cope with u:wmpl?Y· 
mcnt in any wav whatever. Dealmg w1th 
the Australlan States, in South Australia 
there is 110 relief work; but rations are 
b:~,ing L'roYldcd at the rate of. app_roxirnatel.y 
£l.C0'J.fJOJ p.-~r annun1. ln -VIctc:na there 1:3 

\ pn· Lnlr• relief Yi-ork 1 r nd they are spend­
in;" >tppro··:imarely at the rate of £2,009,000 
Iil reiir-f ration~. Jn Xcv South \V ale5 
there is Yrrv 1itt!P relief lVork, and ratjon-., 
art· b i11g ~upplif d at the rate . of OYer 
£6.000.000 pc;· annum. Uompanng that 
with the fact that oven under the amended 
scheme we are budgeting in the region of 
£850,000 or £900,000, for which w<?rk will 
lw done. the position m Queensland IS eas1ly 
tht> b "'t \Ylll'll comparison of numbers of 
unemployed is made, and als<? f;om the 
point of view of the .-alue recc1veu by tho 
communitv from the <:.±forts bemg made. to 
cope ,.,-itl;' unernploymcnt. \\.,.e are. carryu1g­
out thP work of relief on better lmes than 
anv of the other States of the Commonwealth. 
so" far a, we can gather, the oth'.'r States 
han' contentNl tlwmselvcs with givmg doles 
and getting· little work !n r.etu~n ;, and the 
po8ition in other rountncs IS S1n1Jlar. We 
can 'a" in this State that, whatPver may. b,e 
said about our scheme-and I do not tlnnK 
i; is prrfpct by any means--it is at leas~ a 
coruprehensin~. organised scheme for dealmg 
\Yith nncmplovnlC'nt. 

So mnrlt for a general revic\V ?f the 
110 ,.3n 1olt. I eon1e now to the necessity fo_r 
i:his Bill. I mentioned yesterday that last 
"ear. wit.lt a tax of 3d. in the £1, we 
1·ccPiYecl approximately £702,000, and hy 
verv cart:."'ful .adn1in1stration WP were abl~-.::: 
tc. iinis], the twelve months with a. surplus 
nf £2.0Vl. 'A'hcn it is bol'llP in mmd that 
"e collpcted that sum of £702,000 hy means 
of relief tax sbll!Il'\ and. b:y means ?~ tlw 
H:""f'·--~lllC:Ilt . .;; of rhe Comnu~ 'lOllC'r of laxef' . 
and that '"" ndministored the fund an~ 
handled bet\L n 25.000 and 30,000 men, auc" 
that thL"' total cost o£ adn1ini..,tratlon vva~ 
only 4.3 per cent.. I think it will bo agrecJ 
that g-r(~at credit is rL·~rrtl·d on t.hC' officers 
of the Doparluwnt of Labour and Industry 
and tho"' co-operating with them 111 tl1c 
work of adtninif'trct.tion. I pay to thern ~the 
1 ribt't r- thn t is _ hf'ir dtF' for the trc1nendon 
.:nnounl of a~~~1 .'tnnce the'> lun~c rendered. for 
the cnerrn; thcv are pndiiH.:.- forth, and tho 
initlatiYC..,'the\- ~ tre ~1i.~.playing in helping ~s 
1L) deal 1rith this great pr;Jb]ern at thH 
criti(•a] tln~f'. T~lC"'l an.'" doing ('XC0llcnt 

work: an.l ~10 one c-~n!ld grudge the cost of 
r!dluin1~t.rarion of nn organi~ation such <:t~ 
t}·is when it is carried on at snclJ a lo\v 
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.c]gure. I doubt whether any private busi· 
:ne~~ concern vvith the corresponding agcn­
cie' we have to handle, dealing with 12,000 
men scattered throughout the State, ::'\orth, 
South. East, and \'lest, involving D n 
·'Jrganif'ation of f0ren1en and the distribu­
tion of engineers all ove1· tho State, could 
~how better rcsu1t~. 

::\Ir. l'E.\:31": \Yhat c•bout iJ,, col]ect:un 
FOStS ·~ 

The i'OECHET,\.RY FOR L\BOUR A:\'D 
l::\'DUSTRY: I shall givo tho different 
itc·ru-.; directly; and I propose also to be 
<p.lit,: fair to the I-louse and to th(~ corn­
lllnnity v,encrally, and to giYe <1 revicvr of 
JUct where ancl how the money l1as been 
.•pcL. I think the people are entitled to 
kllOW. 

It has to be bornE in mind, first of all, 
that the Department of Labour and Industry 
has uot '!'l up a nc\Y organisation, 1-vhich is 
usually the r ·se in ~.uch ne'' undertakings. 
J t i~ qnitc a cmnn1on thing to sec a new 
organi.·Plion llfO\-icled in such case:3, ~~ith a 
fresh lot of official' to direct it. \Y c have 
~ought and obtain.- d the co-opL·ration of all 
tht' ether clepartuH nts, and thl:.; has n1nde this 
low administrative cost possible. The police, 
,•specially. ha"",T0 done e::::ccllcrtt 1.\·olk. They 
are co-operating ~plc-nclidl~.. and I havP 
received no complaint from th,, oHicers who 
n re doing this 'vodc Tht':V arc conce-rnecl 
'vith giving the rnaxi.tnnm mnount of wages 
to the men \vho a1·e ur.cmplo0 cd, and tlwir 
.attitude rerei·vos rny "'arn1c ,t adrniration. 

~lr. BRl. CE: Anc1 getting\ their 'vagcs 
red m cd at the samp time. 

The SECRETARY FOH LABOUR A'\'D 
I:'\DL'STRY: i h<tve heard some criticism 
ft·'lm members of the Opposition, which can 
generally be divided into two classes. One 
of them was dncloped by the Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition yesterday, when he said 
in the 11rst place that there should be no 
t.ax. 

::\Ir. PEASE: I said you should koPp your 
pron1i~es. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A::'\D 
I:'<JD'CSTRY: And in the m'xt that there 
'hould be increased pay for the unemployed. 
I wonlcl ask him and hon. members t;ene­
ra.lly: ·with the fmancial j'Josition as it is. 
how is it possible to pay more wages if 
t-here is no means of raising the revenue'! 
I just put those t'I'O statements of the hon. 
member side bv sicle in order to show the 
foulishr.e" and- ihc iminccritv of the hon. 
rncn1bc1·. rrhc only other 1;oir:t I v;onld 
make. so far as ilw D•'Pntv Loadr:r of the 
Opposition is concerned,- is" to rernind hirn 
ihat he took a prominent part in obtaining· 
ihe 1·cturn to po:,·r< in C\cw South \Vales of 

G-o·yernrncnt under J\Jr. L'\ng, which ha:; 
incrcasPtl the nnemployrnrnt rflipf tax io 
ls. in the £1 and i; spondin'l' £6,000,000 Ol' 

£7.000.000 per annum chieflv on relief 
rations for the unemployed. If that is tho 
policy required b"' hon. m0mbers opposite, 
then it is woll that the Hons. and the countrv 
should know it. It appears to me that tha't 

what they rPqllirr. 
The Government have b<:en told that they 

are not pa_Ying a sufficient arnount to tho 
men concerned; but iho ration rate, which 
is the ba ,is of the intermittent relief scheme, 
is the nme rate as was paid by the Labour 
-Government at a ti1ne when monev was 
plentiful ancl the cost of living was ·higher 

than it is to-clay. \Vhat do hon. members 
opposite reall;: want? The Commicsioner 
of Pricr>s has shown that there was a declme 
of 8.8 per cent. in the cost of living bet"·, en 
J un' last year and J nne this year. He has 
also shown that for th" March quarter of 
1920 it rcquirecl 40s. 4d. to pro> idc a certain 
quantity of food and groceries, where,,s. for 
the J unc qnartor of 1g31 the amount reqmred 
to purchaoe a similar quantity of food and 
groL cries \\':13 only 2:~:-;. 2d.. or an in1prov e­
lllC'nt in tlh~ purch ,sing power of 12.:;. 2d. 
ThosP fiaurcs ddlnitcly prove that the cost 
of l·i;i,.; ha~ falkn, ~nd :hat contention is 
Rupport~d by cv0ry Arbitration Court in 
Au.~tr liu. bt' --nts,~ '' ,Jg,"'s have bcon reduced 
according1.Y in CV('l'_, in~tancc. If we had 
followed the effects of the judgments of 
Arbitrntion Courts. \VC vrould havo rcclncood 
thA mtion rates bv at least 10 per c.,nt. If 
wo dicl that-and it would be a logical 
roursc tn pur-<uc-w0 ,-,ould reach this posi­
tion-that. in.:h:ad of a man, ·wife. and four 
children being in receipt of 28s. 6d. per 
week. they would rccein, 25s. Sd. per week. 
Under the schc<mc idrodnrccl bv thi~ Govcrn­
n1cnt- ;~ n1an chws not. rcccjvC 28:>-:, 6d. per 
w,wl'; but l1e p·pls three clays work per 
WP-C'k in the ~ rvic' of the con1munity, for 
\Yhich ]J,. L'rc 'in's 32·'· Do the Opposition 
want u:;.; to g) back to the ration rate; 
or do thcv \Yif'h us to continue the :-~cheme 
which pruYides for threP daYS' work per 
wcPk with a paynlPnt of 32s.? 

M l'. H Y:\'Eo : vY 0 \Yant you to place tha 
tax on the shoulders of those best able to 
bear it. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A~D 
INDUSTRY: Hon. gentlemen opposite can­
not have it both ways. \Ve could abandon 
the scheme and go back to •rations, but the 
people would get Jesil. If we did that. we 
would still keep at the same rate as Labour 
maintained when they had millions of money, 
and when there was a period of prosperity. 
We could abandon the present scheme to 
which hon. members opposite offer plenty 
of criticism and could save a tremendous 
amount of 'departmental administration by 
going back to rations, whereby the men 
would get less money than they do to-day. 
I ask hon. members which they prefer? 

Mr. HYNES : That is not the only alterna· 
tive. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: That is the alternative. 
vVhat do hon. members opposite mean? 

Mr. HYNES: You could raise sufficient 
mnnP.v bv t::txinQ' the neonle who have got 
it,- a;,"d eiempt the people "who cannot afford 
to pay the tax. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A:ND 
INDUSTRY: I will .deal with the interjee­
tion of the hon. member for Townsville later. 
He saicl \Yesterday that there were no 
travellers at the time the late Government 
were in power. I will quote figures. and 
class the interjection of the hon. memJ:ler 
in the light of the accuracy of that spemfio 
statement. We have to bear this fact in 
mind-that this Government increased the 
rate in a time of depression, although it has 
called upon those men to give s?rvice t? t.he 
communih · but an overwhelmmg maJonty 
of them ar~ prepared to give service to the 
community. It must be also remembered 
that periodically the Government give one 
extra day a week to interm_it.tent relief 
workers to enable extra cond1t10ns to he 

Hon. H. E. Siz(T,] 
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obtained. Surely that showP that there is 
some appreciation of the position by the 
GoYernment, and that an earnest attempt 
is being made to give to the workers a 
maximum advance, in contradistinction to 
the callousness displayed by those in power 
pi·ior to the advent of this Government ! 

While we are making that point-and it 
should be made-it is worth while showing 
what the Government arc doing for the 
unemployed as compared with what Labour 
Governments in other States of Australia 
are doing. That is a fair test. The argu­
ment the Opposition arc attempting to make 
is that, if the,· were in power. thev >Yould 
giYe a grea t'.~r rrleasurE' of 1~elief and a 
smaller tax. Labour clai1ns to bG ono party 
in Australia, although I !mm·. that it i;; 
smashed to smithereens at the present time. 

Let me quote the rates. Is there any 
reason to believe that Labour in this State, 
which never did anything for unemployment 
\Yili be different from other L1 bour Govern­
n1ents in Australia? For the information 
of hon. members, let me quote the amount 
tA rPlit'f (~'iYP!l :in th0 nuiou;; S~'.l~s. 

The r~11!.'.~ f.-,r a J~Jall, -r;ifc•, a11J. oi.J..C chilcl 
v. ~·c--

Yictoric1 
:\' Cil" South \V ales 
South Australia 
Queersland-

Hations 
lnt ermittent >vork 

s. d. 
10 0 
14 8 
12 4 

18 0 
21 6 

Thf' rate~ for a rnan, wife, and 
;:hildrcn are-

Victoria 
:'\ew South Wales 
South Australia 

s. d. 
13 0 
19 n 
17 4 

Qnecnsland­
Rations 
Intermittent 

25 0 
work 27 0 

three 

T·he- ratc~s for a man, \Yife, and six children 
are--

Victoria 
Xew South "Wales 
South Australia 
Queensland-

s. d. 
17 6 
27 8~ 
24 10 

Rations 
Intermittent 

35 6 
work 38 0 

The rates for a man, 
children are-

wife, and 

s. d. 
Victoria 20 6 
:'\cw South \Yales 27 8~ 

eight 

Mr. Bn.cocK: To which must be added 
childhood endowment. 

The SECHETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: Not at all. (Interjections.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
IK'Dl'STH.Y: 

South Australia 
Qnccnsland­

Rations 
Intermittent worl< 

s. d. 
29 10 

42 6 
44 0 

li thrrc could be anv nwr~_ con1pletc expo­
~ure of the hollo\Yllf;~s of the u1 r.unJent..-; 
ndYancE'd bv hon. Inc-rnbel's op1)u:;it-c, then 
I should like to fine! it. I repc:n that no 
atternpt IYd~ rnade to 1wndle nne-wployn1ent 

II. E.'. 8izer. 

in any forn1 beforE' the prcsPnt (-lr.:yprnn1ent 
took offic". 

_\1r. Burn~: Jt didn't c_,.::ist. (Uo,?crn-
hH'JJt !tughtcr.) 

Tho SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I:'\D"CSTRY: 1 do not clesire to ihe 
figures quotcod by mv prcdecesoor office, 
bu~ hon. l!Jeruben:3 v1ill rcmemlF~r that they 
nt: nbvrccl HHUlV -r;hmi::-antb. 

~lr. \\~. Fqi{G:\N : \Vc '\.vill give you 
the fl) .. ;ttrr up to on tlJI..: :::·..,~:-le lmsis, if 
y0u 1ike. 

The SECRET~\RY FOR LABOUR AND 
I.:\DlTS1Tt-Y: The :r..~tb:Juc Ccne::.·Inncnt 
were troubled with unemplovrnc'nt" but they 
run h\\ y fl·0n1 r1oublc- ;ntl did LothilJg~ 

· tltl' of uHuc:· pc·oplP. ?\ ow 
'.;llo ~ 'lppoi·tcd r-JL Labc-dr 

u_ro ua ihe 

Le en 

{ 'ornirg now to the que:-;t1on CJf f'o1l..,r:t lo:l 
.:t 11d a J.'"Y ic of thu \. ork \Yhicf.l hr , lw '11 
don('. \\ C' aJ'(~ f;. that ·C1i'l 1 ~1011\'Y 

n 11 ::-pC' ,t ia 
=·fr. Drr.cncK : So lt L-. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I:.:nt_-STRY: Kat nt all. 

}lr. O'I~EELt:: GeEerally speaking, it i3. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
1:'\DL'STH.Y: That is incorrect, as the 
fol!mYing oJlicial figure·, \vi!! disciosc': -

E'cnenditu~c I No. of :. 
under Relief Unem- ! 

Scheme. ployed. j 

Percentage 
of Fnem­

ployed. 

-~~- -~~-' ~--

}fetropolitan 
Area 

Country 

£ 
270,000 

400,000 

12,000 

9,000 

60 

40 

:\Ir. Bl!LCOCK : Are all sources other than 
Brisbane deemed to be country sources? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
IXDCSTRY: lf the hon. member can 
understand plain English, he will realise 
that £270 000 \Vas sncnt in the metropolitan 
area and' £400,000 'outside the metropolitan 
area. (Opposition dissent.) 

:J1:r. SPEAKER: Order! 
::\Ir. BrLCOCK: Does that include Rock­

hamptoll. Toowoomba, etc.? 

YJ:r. SPEAKER: Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I:'\Dl'STRY: Is Rockhampton in the metro­
politan aTe:t? (Opposition dissent.) 

:\Ir. SP1Lj,KER: Order! I must insist on 
hon. membc'rs obeying my call to order. A 
continuous fi ro 10£ interjections makes it 
quite impossible for the debate to be car, 
ried on in the orderly manner in which it 
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~lvndd b0 ca.rried on. I ask hon. n1t·1nbers to 
rc~tr in thrrnsdyes. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
1:\'DCSTRY; Let me repeat those figures. 

:11v HrLnv-r:; Repeat them honestly. 

:1Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY; I resent the hon. member for 
HaYcoo saying tl ,.et I have quoted the 
figur~~ di:3honcstly. The~;c figure.s~whidh 
"re i c ken frcm the official records audited 
by !he Auditor-Gcncral-hcYO bc·.n supplied 
h me· by th.· Under Secretary of my depart­

and th. y cli close qui to dci1nitolv that 
in tho mdropo!itan area was 

as again-t an expenditure of 
iu the counu·y; that is. outsjde tho 

area, nlthongh the- figures also 
the of unemployment 

per cornpared with 
('Pnt. in the countn~. 

Tho" · rtl'C the oLieird figurrs, and the hon. 
~llC' 1bcr t 1vn the> m for hi1nsclf. Those 

c ~nnpkt· a11..:::1 ""r tho allcgntion that 
S 1)·'nt t l1P in the rnctro-

polita,n aro~a. The: a;,tnal is that the per-
cC'nt are ~)£ nnernploynlr>llt i::: greater in the 
1ncrropcl~tan nrE'a. and 1-C have been draw­

the mctrorJOlibn arc·•, and 
to the country district". 

:\h. Hn:ES; \\"h"t about 'To"' nsYille • 

ThP Si;;CRl£1'"\RY FOR L"\BOUR AND 
~?\DUSTR Y; I will give the 'Townsville 
ft§tUYe:3 tJrC:::JCIJt];'. 

:\fr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the 
km. g;c·ntlcman to acldrcss t!H· chair and not 
1 akc uotico of interjections in tlv· way he 
1-: {1oing. If he addre:sses his remarks to 
rhe chair, he will probably find that he will 
get en vorv much better. I must insist on 
a. cc ,,atiou 'of t.hc,o continual interjections. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I:\'DGSTHY; Having given the figures as 
to ho1v tho n1onoy has been spent, it is 
llcccssar.) to say on what work it has been 
n:pcndcd. I regret that at times it is 
necessary to do so>.Je work which is not 
purely economical. Evervonc knows that the 
aim must b·' to get thO' maximum amount 
of Yaluc-rcproductive value and ccono1nic 
Yal~1e~for any money that js spent; and I 
da1m that that has been done. I propose 
ro quote the definite work that has been 
clor". It !11ust be borne in mind that we 
I•ave not built up any now organis:.~tion. All 
relief work has been done through the exist· 
ing departments. This is a bummary of the 
work done under the Yarious departrnents:-

The 2\1ain Hoads Commissi~n has con­
nrudcd-467 miles of road to main roads 
~tandards, including some hundrcCs of cul~ 
Yerts and bridg'"' ; cm· en aeroplane landing 
g~round~, ha Ye_ been cleared and prepared; 
~IX large drainage srhcmcs have been corn­
ptctod, p'Lrticulady the rnain drain at Rock­
}ntmpton; nurrterOllS parks and reser,-es have 
bren improved; and 130 acres have boon 
<"l<:'arcd and ploughed for the tobacco farms 
at ~·Iarccba. 

The Puhlic Eshtcs Improvement Branch 
con:::;truetr:d 197 ill i] * ~of access roads in 
Cp~wr Durnc't ancl Callide Valley land 

~t~ttlctncJ:t areas (21'~· selectjon·, taken up); 
2~)0 in Yerts and cul \ 0rt~; a bridge across 
t'rospcrt Creek ancl " bridge over the Nogoa 
Rl\·cr; 58 acres of scrub have been felled 
;:;t Hilocla; 2~ rnjlcs of nccesr roads hnse been 

~onstructed at Upper Tullcbudgera; the 
Cootharah~ L2 kc chanilf 1 has been deepened: 
"ncl other minor works have been carried 
cut. 

The Department of Public \Vorlcs has im­
proYed O\ er 100 s~hool grounds, including 
excaYation, grading, rnaking of roachvays, 
rreparing of basln:t ball courts, tennis courts, 
srorts grounds. playr_rrounds, cricket pitches, 
fcotball ground,, th0 filling in of unsightly 
holC'J ::nd gullies. and g·cnerally giving 
w:ery facility for H· 'nshalling the children 
Hl'd t(~ac!ting thcnt ho\1' to play. 

.-ill these impro'" h.:vc been of dis-
tinc~ be '1efit; and I any rne1nber to say 
v;Lcthcr it is a w<-: ,tc of rnoncy to proyide 
fer tho futme ritiz .. ns of this State b:· making 
playtng arcns in -vvhi'"'h thcv \vill learn to 
p1a,)' thn ga1no of life, and to rnakc this 
State the p:n;at State it will bcconw. If that 
is a \Ya:~tc:- of JnoPey, well I plead guilty to 
t}w charge. 

I ask th0 lwn. UF':uber for I3nranda 
- ·hcth r v c; h;1 \·c not c>ffe,_ted irr1proYc-rn 'lll 
io _he schof,1

S 1n ~.or .. tc. Of c }UTS"J 

l','C hare Th 't i 0~ the :_u'ttC'r. 
i~-L!t our uc( \-it·ies in 

to hon. UWJY! ber::.; 
~-he Editurc 

th"y 

Dcpart1ne11t. 

In cl:•,- 'll J·angi1~g 
f1 on1 E ·ch·11n in Ill 

-south. fron1 1:.'ra· er l: land in t1-:e east 
to n1 the \\'P.:;t. 110 l0·;;; than 828 

r· IJ en phntc··l YYith 562.QQ.J soft­
r~ooc1 :~:c:dliu.--,·s; 1.194 acrf's of fore t' pla.:.Ita­
tions wcr_• L•ndcd ru1d c1C'ancd; 20.Ll95 a.crcs 
of natm -I fore· ·1 >Y0l'C impron·d; .147 miles 
oi fil·~~ lln_s 'Y0rt! col' :tructed a'ld n1ain­
tnincc1; 5 rnll0s of fen('CS were crc..--·tcd; 6 
1nilc~ of road Y\'Cl'C co1:struct0d in forest 
"re as; 513 "cr<'s of :·.·rub were felled for 
plantation JHU'pows; and 130 acrc.s of maize 
were plantocl as CO\'l'l' crops for seedlings. 
a;:1d 1,101,000 ''('edlings wt:re raised and 
t ndf·cl 111 nurscric·s. I a: k if ~hat n1oney has 
been \:asteLl. 

In coujnnction v;ith the lo~ul aurhorities. 
v•.,c ban:· dono ork thron: .. dwut tho State 
undf'r thi;;; schctllf'. P 1.' cti"Cally CYt:l'Y hon. 
ll!C'tnber has had :::ollH work constructed by 
hif; lo~~al autl·urib'. I a~k hon. rncrnbors 
cppositc if the iocal aut.horitic' in their 
clec:.1ratcs han; wc.;ted the monry. If so, 
I cannot b" Leld rc.pon .. ible; but I say 
defiaitcly that they ha;-e not wast,<l the 
mo~;cv. 'The work has been approved of by 
thQ ConHnl~sic"Jer of ~,Initl Itoads; and it 
l1as brc:n C'conolnicallv done. and ha:3 been 
ol tremt•n<loas n lue to the locrtl authorities 
of the State. And I would point' on~ that 
th('1'2 is no in+-ere.;;;t l"h~n·ge to operate as a, 
boorncrang at a. later d __ t('. 

I no·h conH' to i he Bri~Lanf' Citv Council. 
The dcparLnc _t is criticised. through the 
Citv Council. on the ';Tound rhat the work 
thn't i:-: h·'ing clone if' not r. productjYc. \Ye 
arc de~·irous cf c:1rrying out rcprodncti.Ye 
v:ork. but tho trouble has been. and is st1!1, 
that the local an1-hodti0.:; cannot proY1dc the lr 
pordr'n of the rnatcJ·ial fron1 t'heir financ-~s. 
That is ihe one big; trouble. Tbe local 
aut~1ori Lj(;; cruld do nnL~h IT!.Orc p0nnnnent 
,yorh:: j £ 1 h('Y had rnore resources ,,;ith \Vhich 
t0 buy material. In view of that posi'cion, 
one >honld rc;·[i,c thd tlw local authorities 
arc circun1~cribcd; partic"_tln.rly whC'n WP-

Hon. H. E. Si~c1·.] 
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bear in rnind that the Brisbane City Council 
ha~ 1 o pro,. icle work for 5,000 extra 1ncn. 
I nsk any ho11. rncrnbor, ·whether he be con­
JJectcd y·Jth a private organisation or not, 
if he could ca'ily absorb an additional 5,000 
1ne11. Cnder the circurnstancJs a great deal 
of work has be on done bv the Brisbane Citv 
Council. as will be seen· from the follm,-ing 
statcrncnt:-

::'l!ilca?·e of new streets formed and made 
trafllcablo, 53 miles; n1ileage of street's 
reconditioned, 1764 n1iles; n1ileage aud class 
of drains consh uctcd--

J}Iilc~. Clwin:;;. 
XL'\V onen-cut Uru:ns 

Opc_-n~cut drains cl( n.ned and 
gr .clod 

Storm-water am! genen l 
sc\vcrs !pipes f:corn 9-in. to 
6-ft. dinnlt>tPr) 

S-ectional :scwcr~-hou'.c 

9 51 

40 

2 

drain.·g~' J 19 
~\1.il~ age uf spDdc-cut ~.vntt>r-chanuclling 
clr ,::tn, d and tri1nmed, 260 n1ilcs. 

In addition to that, the B1·isbane City 
Council has por£ormerl the follmYing:­

Hcc1arnation "\VOl'k and flood pren:n­
rion "\YOrk-·-

(a) Uleari11g rna.ngrovcs, etc , fron"l 
9 miks of the banks of Breakfast 
Creek. 

(b) Included in item 3-nc:"· open 
cuts-approximatdy 5 miles "·ere for 
redamation and flood pro\ en;: ion. In 
addition to this 2 miles 34 chains of 
open cuts were made in mosquito 
infested swamps. 
Foreshore work-3,S40 lineal feet of 

new stone \Vall constructed; 6,000 lineal 
feet of old walls repaired; 1,000 cubic 
yards of filling placed behind walls. 

Parks work-Twenty-six parks vvere 
worked on-approximately 175 acres 
\\·ere cleared, levelled, etc., to form 
sports grounds; 2 miles of ro"ds ·1nd 
drives reconditioned, widened, etc. 
Extensive planting of trees, etc.; at Vic­
toria Park an eighteen-hole golf course 
constrnctcd. 

Victoria Park has been converted from an 
eye-sore into a benef1t to the communitY and 
a revenue-producer to ihe city and che State. 
To-day, in spite of all tho difficulties of 
the Brisbane City Council and all the criti­
cism which occurred becansc here and there 
one sees a n1an doing a non-productivP job 
w~ can say that something has been accom: 
p!Jshcd. 

Again, the following sewerage anJ other 
work has been done :-

ScnvPragc-At Too\vong, over an nl'ea 
of 66 acres, 12,545 lineal feet cf H'WGr 

and house connections, also fifty-three 
manholes were constructed. 

~-\ny other work-jnclnding gravel and 
metal producf'd-

cn. yds. 
Gran! 18,173 
~V10!al 19.574 
Spal!s 6.128 
Overburden 14.000 

Theoe aYe things "·hich have been accom­
plish~d to the definite and permanent 
improvement of the city. 

That brings me to dw work of the• Rail­
way Department. The application of the 

[Ilon. II. E. Si:rr. 

Govcrnn1cn1 n~lief scheillC to railway ,.vor·k 
generally has e~dcndld over a larg0 area, 
and it ha, been introduced in each divi>ion 
of the ~~tate, yi;;., Sonthcrn 1 Central, ~nd 
Northern. The principal work undertaken 
in the n1cL·opolitan area \va.s an in1prove­
rnent at Roma Street, where 

(u) A large section of the m::trket shBd 
and pm tion of the .-.ouihern anti western 
goods shed were dismantled, and the 
buildings were rc-erP~tcd in the north 
yard, with consequential alt··ratioHs to 
sidings and construction of additional -id­
in~ accornmocL tion ; and 

(b) Tlw hill bd\\·een the "'utltem nd 
we.'3tern shed and rnain lill \\~,~.;; also 
LXC'aYatcd and 111~1.t0ri~\.l u~ ili.~L'tl for illl­
iug-up purposes. 

The ]argr>.;;t nurr1ber of relief 1vorkl·1'S enl­
ploycd on thi i work at ouc time was 110. 
11hi-3 \Yill all rua ko for t.lw ruorc econornical 
handling of traf!ic. 

In addition to that. from the Unemploy­
mc:•t Uclicf Tax fund we haYe cJmpleted 
the work ou the ~orth Coast line of re­
gra ,Jing the section between here and Gym­
pie; and last Thursday the first train went 
over the new line, conveying 510 tons of 
freight, compared with the previous best 
load of 370 tone. It is purely a matter o: 
mathematical calculation to determine how 
long it '"ill bc before that "·ork become" 
fully productive and pays for itself. Bear 
in mind ah:> that the portion of the work 
which we hav" done under this scheme repre­
sents no interest bnrdPn on the community; 
it has bN•n paid for, and the benefit wili 
be felt by the community as the years go 
bv. In addition to that. we have constructed 
20 miles 24 chain of bi·anch line>. including· 
all Pquipment, such as carthworks, formation, 
pe1·mancnt. way, bridges. etc. That work 
includes the extension of the line to the 
Goodnig-ht Scrub which will open up that 
timber area., and bring extra traffic to the 
railway system. 

The department has also relaid 6 miles 
12 chains of lino ; and the regrading of 
lines, involving also the construction of de via­
t.ions, tunnelling, steel and concrete bridges, 
concrete culverts, etc., was carried out for· 
31 miles 33 chains. 

Certain branch lines were reconditioned 
for a total distance of 33 miles 57 chains, 
\'.hi' h wOl'k involved the lifting, packing-
1\ith ~and and ashf's, and Y -spacing ot 
slcc•jler,, The rails on the \Vinton-1:-\pring­
vale linr> were rernoved for a di,~t.ancP uf 
9l rniles. A eon:::..jderablP amount of qnarr~·­
iug work for the purpose of obtaining ~tont', 
grarcl, and sand WtL~ nudertaken at variotL-i 
places. Other \\'arks performed consistPd of 
the removal and re-erection of lmilding>; 
( !L:aning out cuttings · con.":"truction of sidin~· 
LlC'COD1lnOdation; levelling and irnprovin~· 
;;;tat ion yards: rc•pair:-; to roadwa,,:::; and path-

rcpaies in l'Onsequf•!l('(' of fJo~);j 
~..:rainagc, excavation to itlll)fO\'H 

watN suppliP·· loading of r; ik 
gravpl: iruprov<"Tncnt: to ce~~c~ ; 
work u:' lilling lljl gTOLlllll, etc. lo th: 
r,'producti\·e \..YOrk. nr i~; it not np: ,; .. \lctiv· 
.~ )rk? Dor~ tlL~t ,;-c...r:: ecr11P -:<thiu tl 
Lttc"rorr of " chippi11~ -- un e;.,:pr· 
~ion 1vhich is E.;.,c•d so 

J•nlginz b:· tlw inlt•r;Pc~ :on' of h· '"· 
HH'tnb ',':: oppo::,itf., Olll' n1n~t coJt-c·lud:- that 
tlw:,~ oLj~-·cr L11.:c:n!. 1

,' ',, ~1l't' cloin~· work of 
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a }JC'l'l11aiE~nt character. On the ono hand, 
··":L are cr)ti,_iscd for carrying out non­
proch;ctiYe work; and, on the other hand, 
vrt:' are criticis1>1 for performing work that 
j, productive. Tho~'o contradictory attitudes 
.._ icate an in1possiblc position; but I do 
bPlieYc that thL). 1naioritv in thi~ I-Iousc and 
1he ma;ority in the" country will admit that 
;he Government haYe achieYed quite a lot 
of reproductive and developmental ,,,. ork. 
]n addition. manv men have been financed 
from the funcl to Pnable them to prospect 
for· gold all over the State. Is that non~ 
productivt"' work? 

Ivlr. Bm:CE: Thd was done by the Labour 
GovPrnmcnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A:\'D 
n,· D L'STR Y : ); ot to the same extent. If 
we had to depend npon the consolidated 
J·~~n·nue, th2n the work conld HOt be done to 
the• sarhc extent at the present time. 

:!\fr. COOPER : Does not tho taxation 
:ecnred under this law amount to reyenue '? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
l='iDL'STHY: It IS not credited to the 
consolidated rcYcnne. It is entirely different 
from the revenue obtained from income 
i.axation and other forms of taxation. In 
the lattPr case the reYcnuo is utilised for 
the maintenance of the ordinary ,,,,ervices of 
the State; but the taxation secured for 
nncmploymcnt relief purposes is earmarked 
for a specific purpose. The tax is levied 
upon those who have, with a ,-iew to pro­
viding a fund to assist those who have not 
for the time being. The money is returned 
to ciruJlat.ion, and is not lost to the com­
munity. It also aids in the adjustment of 
Jncornc_, during a time of abnorn1al depres­
'ion. This is probably one of the mo~'t 
·drastic si cp, tov.rarcl j social"i.:Jnl that this 
GoYernn1~nt \\·ill ever take. I an1 snrc that 
hon. members \\ill ·•~pprcciate the ditl'erence 
bet"""' P< n the ordinarv revenue for the nlain­
tcnan< ' of the services of the State ancl tho 
revenue derivt l for the specific purpose of 
al1cviatinL, uncnlployn;_ent. 

I h,-, vc not given th':1 \Yhol0 of thE ranlifi­
t.ttions of the depar·tment. \Vith the aid 
of the fund, '"' ha\ e been able to co~ordinato 
the so ~ial orga!ll<O;utions of the cmn:.nun:tv. 
The Social ScrYirc L0agn.e is doing a coit­
sidcra 1 ,lp an1otn1t of goocl ""''O~k. 

TinrcL: The GoYcrnLlent \1·ill not 
it. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR LABO"CR A:\D 
INDUSTRY: TllP Government hn,ve as, istcd 
tho le~,' S'Ht) by rnaking available from the 
fund a ,,mn of £5,000, and we haye been able 
to give ork to a number of girls ancl to 
pay them tc, prm-iclc a service for the unom­
plo: eel. 

l\lr. I-IY:.::E : \Yhat nun1ber? 

'fho,n~~~},l.ET~\RY F0R LABOUR A:\'D 
IJ'\DL~L t : T p to date, work hn,s b• ,'E 

gi' <'n to 120 girls ode; hnt it is now 
pl'Ollo.sccl to t \.tt,ncl this sy~tc1n to other 
<.;Clltres as arH1 ', }Jcn it b,~co;nes nc;cssar, . 

l\{r. II \XLOX: The gids rccf'iYc vvork one 
"la a month. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
II\JJUSTHS : No-one day a wcnk in the 
most necessitous ea·, t'o. J\Ioro girls will be 
en1pJoycd as fa"'t as we can mrLko provision 
for them, and '~s the 1·ecd becomes greater, 
It must not bu forgotten that before this 
Government attempted to grapple with the 
uncmplo~-ment question, and before the pre-

sent rlepariment was r.ppointed by the pre­
sent Governn1Qnt to adn1inister it, girls v1cre 
not provided for at all. 

Mr. BRUCE: Of course they were. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: They were not provided for 
at all. They received nothing. To-day girls 
receive an allowance for services rendered, 
and other allowances are made to them. 
This is a drain on the funds, but it is a 
justifiable drain. What is more, this depart­
ment of the governmental activity is being 
extended. Surely that is some benefit! We 
are not competing with industry generally, 
and the \i'Ol'k is wholly and solely for the 
benefit of the unemployed. It must also be 
borne in mind that, since this departmenio 
was created by the Government, we have 
raised the age of boys eligible to be included 
in the relid family from fourteen to eighteen 
yeftrs, while unemployed girls are included 
up to any age. That is a departure never 
attempted by any preYious Go,-ernment. 
That ha, been a jusrifiable expense under 
this scheme. In addition, we have adopted 
the principle that the single man who is the 
breadwinner of the famih and has depen­
dants, becomes eligible . for relief on the 
sarne busis as the rnarried man. This is 
another conccs~,ion which '"as never preYi­
onsly thought of or considered. rrho.~e are 
matters of administmtion that were never 
attempted by any Government until the 
present Government intr')duced this scheme. 

\Ye ha vc also inaugurat~d a svstem 
of £ann trannng at R1YcrYiow for~ boys 
111 order to equip thrnr for ~o1ng on 
the land. That is n,nothcr charge on 
the fund; bnt it is a justifiable one. 
The Gove1·nn1cnt base br •n rornpell{1 d to 
rnalc exp'-·rirnents in cYcry dir, '_ ~1on pcc;;­
sible. Hon. members must bear in mind 
that, when this scheme was created, thero 
was no precedent to follow; and every movo 
made was more or less experimental before 
u, lar;,-er schclllf' coulcl hL eraba rkcd upon. 
'Tbi~ tr<tining ,c}u•mr for hoys is intend:_ 1 to 
equip them with the fundamentals of farming 
to enable them to go on the land and be of 
some value to farmers. If it is successful, 
and if the response both from the farmers 
and boys warrants it, there will be a further 
expansion of the scheme not only in the 
metropolitan arelL but in other parts of the 
State. To-day we are forced to make experi­
ments at the nearest point of contact, and 
where facilities can be afforded at the 
chlapest possible rates. Portion of the fund 
is being expended in that direction. Every 
person knows that the boy problem is a 
most acute one, and om· endeayour in this 
crisis i.s to give some nwasure of relief. On 
12th October cnother experiment will bo 
embarked upon. Under this scheme 1.000 
boys throughout the State will be given a 
Yocation,d tr<tining in p11rt. That will be 
a fnrt lwr charge on the fund. 

Mr. FOLEY: YVhat are the boys going to 
do when they get the training? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I~DUSTRY: That is ihe problem; but th·' 
point to be borne in mind is that a general 
crisi·. exi,ts all over the world, and that 
these problems cannot be solved b:v a waye 
of the hand. If the man can be discovered 
who is able to solve them, then he should 
be enshrined. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You were returned to solve 
them in six months. 

Hon. H. E. Siur.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A-:\'D 
INDUSTRY: At least there has been an 
e:_n Jtt=t rtnd ho~w--! effOl't to tackle a pro­
blem, the magnitude of which was never 
known before. We have attempted to deal 
with the problem in a more comprehensive 
manner than has been attempted in any 
other State. Of course, if the world's 
markets improved by 50 per cent., it would 
go a long way towa'l·ds solving our pro­
blems; but I have never claimed at any 
stao-e that the scheme which we have put 
for~vard is a solution of unemployment. YVe 
do, however, aim to provide a scheme un~er 
which that section of the commumty whiCh 
is affected vvill be able to maintain its self­
respect and morale. Hon. members will 
realise that if boys are given the opportu­
nity of aeq,{iring a vocational training, their 
minds will be directed along channels that 
make for improvement. We shall endeavo':'r 
to establish an unemployment bureau m 
connection with this part of the scheme, and 
will undertake systematic canvassing for 
employment for these boys in the country. 
Whilst engaged on that work the boys are 
taken from the harmful influences of inac­
tivity, and their minds will be occupied. It 
is an infinitely better proposal t~an_ h::s ever 
been attempted previousl.y, and If, It IS only 
partially successful It. will have uonc some 
good. That w'?rk w1ll mean. a charge on 
this fur.d, and If the scheme IS extended It 
will mean a further cha,rgc on the fund. I 
ask the critics of the Government and the 
critics of the scheme can it be truthful~y 
said that moncv is wasted when spent m 
that dircdion? • 

Comincr now to the question of land settle­
ment, ho~1. members will have r<',td the con­
troversv ,-hich has taken place lately as to 
the metits end demerits of land settlement 
under certain circumstances. I "\vant to 111ake 
the position quite clear. ·whilst the GovPrn­
ment do not close their eye, to the pos~J­
bilities of land settlement as a help m 
abwrbincr a portion of the unemployed, they 
object t; the pror;>iscuous. putting of m_cn 
on 5 acres land, Irrespcctlve of the quahty 
of the of the markets av-ailable, and 
of t 1,c proqpects of sucr0ss_. The Gov .rnm~nt 
do not propose to go on with any such foohsh 
scheme. 

:vir. MuLLA!-;: Nobody ever suggested that. 

Tl'" FOR LABOUR AND 
I::\DUSTR.·y-: proposal put to _mo was 
to nut men on 5 acres of land on whrch they 
wo{,]d be at least 60 por cont. self-supporting. 
But ' ho is to [ll'ovide the remaining 40 p.:;r 
cont. histm·} of soldier settlement B 

V('fV 

" inslanc; 
' aud we know of 

placed on 
State to 

on pro~lt'rties 
a re, sonablo living. 

of -111 these things, we haYo 
coni ending t11at land settlernent 

areas is a solution of the problem. 
\Ve do not say that land settlement does not 
offer a future. YVhcrever a mnn can get 
land of sufficient area to make his prospect;; 
d mere's likolv, the will inv-osti-

his Cl c and him by way of 
rPlief ':vork rates or rations. if 

lw is eligible for them. But we must first 
insist that the n1an has a rcnsonaLle chance 
of su,'CCBS, ha ,-ing regard to all factors to be 
<'Onsiclered. including the nature of the soil, 
etc. Surely hon. members opposite do not 

[Hon. II. E. Sizer. 

C'XllC''i us to rn~h in .. nd ,;·a:-;tc rnoncv on 
Ull"ati~f:td or)· propo::: -tls ~ ' 

'I'ho Goy,_'nunent havo not a Oig 
of land available arvund Brisba!lc; 
in1agino settling people around Brisbane on 
land which most! unsi3ts of schist, ami 
\VL.:re thorn '.'.'onld bo ycry littJ"' prospect of 
suecc~s! IIoy· < -::_1uLl people live on that 
bnd without inigation? \Vhat we nre doing 
io to put people on land where there is u 
po,,sibility of suecess. We recognise that 
most of our good land has been alienated 
UlJdcr one tc~llure or ancther. It Vi'ould b'-' 
1oo costlv to rcsunH~ thut land; and 'vo are 
cnde'l,YOL{ring to evolve a system ·whereby 
\Ye can settle suitable persons under suitable 
conditions on areas which the present owners 
ar~ unable to use to tbo full extent. In these 
insrn.nees, if careful inYe.:otigation shov '::> it to 
be desirable. assistance will be given by the• 
Gov-ernment to bring the land under greater 
production. Hon. members will realise that, 
If we can succeed in utilising alienated land 
to the full extent, particularly under the 
control of expert farmers, that land will be 
per·manently settled. Along those lines we 
think thoro is a prospect of success; and, as 
eoon as this Bill is passed, we intend to pro­
c,,od in that direction as rapidly as possible. 
Alrcadv wo have curiecl out a number of 
ox perinl8nts along those lines, and the experi­
ments justify an extension of the scheme. 
Generally spe:;.king, -...ve inter;d to co-operate 
with the Department of Ag·nculture and the 
Agricultural Bank to ,.ee that no wild-cat 
Rcherncs arc undertaken. The 1noment such 
a scheme i' announced. it, will be found that 
QUite et number of 'people have land to 
sdl to tho Gov-ernment which may not bo 
suitablP for the pnrpoiP. The o~,,-ncrs 1nay 
f'1airn that it is Sl_titabl€"'; but, virhon inspecte-d 
b,~ in1parti-d offiu_T;:;, it rnay b£' found to be 
a hor~e of n cldYe1T~1t c y]our. Yt7 £.::. iutcnd to 
utilise the officers o£ the Departnlf'nt of 
.1\griculture and the Agrit?ultural Bank, and 
hrgely on them depend the; amount of 
a~si.:,tancc that be f.ri·y0n. If \Ye 

t tho of th1 
c(;uld theso li11c·_. 

lo do. 
ubL_, 
c;·':'l' 

tio1 s 
The th0 n1oncy ::o n:;;0d 

of nncmplo:-.·Tl1Cnt. 
~~ud if. t ucful safeguards. \YG cJ.n 
incrca~c the productiY1ty of the State. 
generally iPcrec,cr• thr wco lth of the com­
Hlnnitv. and ultin1a-fPly ba11ish un0mploy­
ment "b·.· the utilien t·ion of these funds. 
en~n ali.hough solnt~ benefit ma:,· go to a 
private individual, I think we are justified 
in doing it. That aspect would be amply 
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safeguanled bv th::; ofiicers of the Depart­
nlCn't of ~~:~.griculture, the Dcpartnrcnt of 
Public Lnnd.~. and tho _ ... \.grieultural Bank. 
;\lathing· will be clo!H' v:ithout their rl'COlll­

mendation. There will be no political pat-
ronage. ho11. rnunbers oppo:'-1tc SLl~gest. 
The c ,s ,,,-ill be xan1j11cd and rccotu-
UldHleu to the Gc \·:·l'nDr iu Cou-:1cil on their 
lll(·l'it', rrhe nndcrtuking~: sckct• d \"·ill be 
thot5o which \Yill r:Inploy the 1110~,t n1cn and 
bl~ 1n ]n produr>ing the gToarest 
Jtnou:1t wealth fol· the SLate. There is 
yery little c1ifft:rc'ucc boi we en this proposal 
.and the ""v.-:tcnl of helping a rnan who goes 
pro.::pecting, ancl \\·ho_. if he finds a shovv, 
sells to a company. The individual, in the 
case of a n1ining show, would get son1e 
wealth. but the State would get benefit 
indirectly-the man would get the value of 
his \Y<.go·. I seo vNy little difforC'nce bobveen 
the two case,'5. 

I am not going to la,· my-.,lf open to any 
Ghargc of political patronage. There will 
be no r·l·COlllllH:nrl.ations 1nade by rno to the 
Governor in Council which do not bear rhe 
recon1IllClHlation;.; of tflf' t'xpcrt of'fH'8rs \vho 
investigate ihc rnatt0r. I aru not going lo 
leave bc}IirFl rnc in the departr11ent any 
record, which ,,·ill be likPly to give ar~.vbo-ciy 
~no nrattcr who follov, ~ nrc-any ground8 
for ·>:aying- that there \Y8~ politic,-ll pat'ron­
.ago in connection \Vith rny aUrnjnistn1tion. 
I ·would not Le foo1i.:-h C!lough to leave 
rnys0lf open to :.;w:·h il char~..::e. '\~-.-hat would 
the Go\-C'l'~11Tll'llt h:lYe to gain 1£ tlw:·.r gaye 
two o:· tllrC'P ]H-'(Jplf' political pllln'n t, 'I 

It \You1d bt lik~·lv t'o nnn1·1kP th<l;l 
to make !he , I hope 

.trur:1:n u11d0r ch~·1n 
'Jut ,, 0f};c~rntl"'' PS the 

o£ t~1~ DPtHl;'-,r -nt 
Indu~t"y. bPli0YP t'1Hlt. thc~C' 

h'..: ablC' to do f~n nH-rre 

office. 
.:\HY _ .. \_:,~D 

Yon c·n on a 
nn 1 produce a plant. 

has then to be placed 
If \Ye had not acted 

quickly, there won1cl have been no crop last 
year. The necc,,sary impetus to the tobacco 
industry has been givc·n by the work of the 

fannCl'.":i v.:ho ·n. c.;;;tabti-~Htl 
H~lief schrrnP on of lan<l at 
rrhov dono ·well, and 

a " force tU''-'.1 lut~ 
an iuqwtn::s :1ug iu tht• 
o tlu~t '>YL' have not u.nuilldful 

ncc:c ·-;ity for doing producti \'C \,·ork. Thl::se 
th-.: li11 011 ·w:1ich \Ye :shall opcr:1tu 111 
future s f:a· U3 lll'acticaLl·-·. In 

to giYe ouc or two c-:.HlCTL.t-o case.s 
anct' to n1cn going on the L:u1d, 
quoL' tbe follo iug instanc_·s of 
farnting grcentUlb. In the ea;,~ of 
Jnan~a dairy farnlcr-v .. -e proYidL•d hin1 
his L n1ily with raib.nl,Y pas l:.:'S to Guunewin. 
near Injunc, oni of the fund, the rnone:~T to 
lw repaid by monthly instalment~. That 
was a Yery easy r1ethod of assisting th:d.; 
1nan. Iu .another case we sent a rnan into 
ih0 Esk district, and supplied hiu1 \·;ith. 
rail fare nnd 1natr·rial8 for a shack, \Yhich 
,_,,as all be wnntcd. So that, if hon. 1 .en1Lcr.-.. 
.... '\ant concrete cases of assistance we eau 
give thcn1. A man vvho is g·oing to Ola} 

area is being snppliecl \vith the r:uaterial for 
building a .-fwck. I do not believe that in 
the eariv stage·., of settlement men shoald 
sink all their n1one~ into a hon1C'. They 
ongbt to put it iLto the land; and Y ._, aru 
proYiding that rnan wit.h th~ an1ount ho 

ould rccrive jn intennitt.cut vvork for J. 

period of six tnont};s, and ·t the end of 
that prriocl wo shall rov-ic tLe case i:1 thrJ 
light of JFOgre _s reports. 

~'\Tr. \VIEXHOLT: That is HOt hi~ 0' Jl l::tnd r~ 

Th~_~ SErHET~-\l~Y FUl~ LABUCR ~\:\1) 
L\DCSTHY: It is not Lis owu laud; lmt 

1> , J a le;, -0 a period of YPUL::; alHi, 
feet, he may be ablo to 

arranc:·l'Inents. In the lli:f'tro~ 

lllt'Il. 

t hr-rc ·11 n.s bl on an 
to 

,-car. and 2 t 
, a \Y('f'k fn1 
rigLt to ~-;:._u·-

de;-;ire::;, The dc'nart-
meot that man by 

anlo-;..lnt L~ vvould r··c:c1YO 
under the relief : .. eh •wu, 

lu \Y,__Iy ·we 
Cpj.Ol'­

is l'l'='Y>J.rZ:d 
llt ~!lid iO U .. -~ !Ji--; 

10 l'' l.l 1Jli->~t 
:·c\l to 

c~n a :---et 

dcoi1·p to 
of ingio 

=\lr. ITr:--:t.:s: It is an in1port Jnt point. 

Tl;, SE:Cl~ET"\RY FOR LABOFR A><D 
l:\DCSTR Y: No one knows that more r.han 
I do. It has to be rE'rnembered that in ibat 
connection we are only carrying out tbe 

Hon. H. E. Siur.] 
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s.nne nolic as the late Governmcmt. There 
has lK,CI! no alteration, except that under the 
]att' Adn1inistration single n1cn used to get 
so many pounds of flmu; and other. gomb; 
but we give tlwm an oroer w1th wh1ch they 
can bu· goods of their own choosing to the 
amount of that order. That is a distinct 
l(ldvaJ ... t.Lge. In addition, we have been 
.absorbing a..:: 1nan_y single n1en as ¥.~8 possibiy 
could itt rdicf work; and we aim all ih0 
iirL' 3 Rt s11(:nding as much of the fund in 
that \Hty as is humanly possible. 

The hon. memb0r for J\fundingburra said 
that we ho.d done nothing at Townsville. 

Mr. DASH: I did not say that the Go­
vernment had done nothing. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: The inference was that we had 
done very little. 

Mr. DASH: That is so. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: Since the inception of the 
relief scheme, 470 married men and 166 
single men have been drawn from Townsville 
for relief work. At the present time there 
are 190 men engaged under the intermittent 
relief scheme in Townsville. On 25th August, 
twenty-li.ve additional single men were 
selected for six weeks' work at Mount Spec, 
and, commencing from :Monday next, forty 
men will be selected and granted three days' 
intermittent work at J\1ount Spec. We are 
endeavouring to spread the fund over the 
greatest number of men possible. 

:iYlr. \V. FoRGAX S11IITH: Do the li.gures 
include the men employed in connection with 
the CommonwF 1lth grant? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: No. None of the figures I 
have quoted have anything to do with the 
Commonwealth grant. 

Mr. VV. FonrlAN S1IITH : T.he hon. gentle­
man included those employed in connection 
with the Commonwealth grant when replying 
to a queotion in this Hou e the other day. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I::\DUSTRY: They are not included in the 
TI7l1f<'o, I haYe quoted to-da.y. The follow­
in!.r Pm01 Lt~ hnYf~ b~r 1 1n, do aYai1ab1c for 
relief ·wJrk l n t1lc To'.Y~1SYille and surround­
inJ' districts tLrvLt~_dl the dcpartrnlnts 
narnt -1-

Commissioner of Main Roads 
Local authorities 
Railway Department 

£ 
17.000 

2,658 
3,850 

Sine£ the inception of the intermittent relief 
schcm' ia t J\I·y, over £4,000 has been paid 
for intcliniHcnt work 'done in these clis­
tJ·ict". 'I'hose figures do not bear out the 
contention Ly the hon. member for Munding­
lmrrn th:ct ihc Government haYe done noth· 
ing in Townsville. 

Th~ hon. member for Townsville stated 
that, wh< n the L<tbour Government were in 
po\Yer, the single 1nen ·were in employment. 
I propo·-e to give the figures relating to that 
11spect of the matter. The Opposition realise 
that I am wrne\Yhat thorough on these ques­
tions, and that I do not allow their state­
ments to go unchallenged. Hon. members 
opposite have referred to the number of 
travellers walking the State in search of 
work or rations. The official li.gures of the 
number of travellers who drew rations, taken 
from annual rc11orts, are-

1925-26 .. . 53,462 

[Hon. H. E. Sizer. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Fifty-three thousand dif­
ferent men? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: The li.gure represents the num­
ber of travellers' rations issued. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Ah ! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: These figures have been taken 
from the annual reports of the Director of 
Labour. 

The inference to be dra \Yn from the hon. 
1ncnthrr's rerna.rks was that there was no one 
at that tirne drawing travellers' rations, and 
that they were all working. The figure&· 
which I have to give this House in reply to 
that statement are very illuminating, and 
I know wh,v I have disturbed hon. mem­
bers. The figures for the following year& 
are-

1926·27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 

90,527 
40,558 
64,244 
76,834 

Therefore, even with all this depression, and 
with all the talk from hon. members oppo­
site, the fignns for the 1929-30 period. for 
which this Government is only pa;·tially 
responsible, mu.t be iucrn-ed by 14,000 to 
reach the ligures of the late Government in 
1926-27. These figures are available to hon. 
members, and are taken from the annual' 
reports >d1ich are printed, presented to this 
House, and circulated to hon. members. 

:\fr. HYKES: That does not apply to the 
m:mbn of individuals but to the number of 
"hand-out.:J." 

Th,· SECRET.\HY FOR LABOTJR AKD 
I="DT'STR Y: It does not make any dif­
feren:·c. Tht! hon. rnc~~1ber for Towiu::ville 
can cm:nparc the figure~ in any nutnner he­
choo:::c. lf "\YP nsc his ov·n langu!lge, there 
could be 110 '· hand-outs " if there "\V ere no· 
per:-:.ons to luul.d out the ratio11s to. That 
roruplctcly de~troy-:; i.he argument i.hat no 
c~ne dn··· 1'lnn:llc1'::' rali.1ns •·hon the late 
GoYernnH:'llt \Ycre in office. I rc1J2at that 
t;1e poli'-',<> carrjcd out now is the s:-:.tnu policy 
that the hon. mcn1bcr's party adtuinistcrod~ 
cxc.·p~ tlu~t we have lib· raliscd it to a point, 
a-1d. jf it is hum tnl:;r pos:c;iLh.•, we will 
li: cJ~a]i,e it fu,·th·,r. 

lion. n1cn1bers nnJ"t bear in n1ind that 
thi~_; Hill is 1H rcu;;n•y to ('11able the Govorn-
rnc:JJt 10 lh» UIH~rn·•]o, rd. If h~Jn. rnen1-
bcr. orpc YOtL :h·aiY. t~tbo Dill, then thny 
·1o JJOt \Y_dlt us to '- 1vc 1YOr~.:: t<- such people. 
Tne position ycry dearly is thJt on "' fall­
JP j!1C'OlllC--l'Stirll,LtPd Il('Xt "\'( ~l-1" at onh~ 

on a 3d. th'c £1 tax-
not h~ do those 

i.hin~~ during tbiJ that we 
"\Hnth1 like to do. I arn in this 
Dill fol' the 1nininJtnn arnonnt in 
thP unen1ployn1cnt rf·lief t .t,x that is neces­
nr: to enable us to give to the unemployed 
\Yhat 1:· o are givln-:r-jf possiblr son1cthing 
n1or0~and to cxtf:nd our operations in other 
dircctjons. The Govcn1n1cnt cannot Jo that 
unless this hill is pa,scd. The question for 
the Opposition is: Do they ·want those 
operations extended; or do they want us 
to close down all relief works and go back 
to the i'"LlO of rations? If this Bill is not 
passed. v·e must clo.oe dmYn relief ''' orks, 
a' we shall not be <:.ble to li.nance them. 
Therefore, when a vote is taken, we shall 
see whether the work is to be continued and 
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111 a rnorc generous manner if circumstances 
permit. 

I haye given a fair review of the position. 
I am sorry if I have wearied the House; 
but, as the Government have spent hundreds 
of thousands of pounds of public money, the 
pubhc and Parbanwnt arc entitled to know 
how that money has been spent. and how 
the Government propose to expend the extra 
levy that is to be imposed undm· this Bill. 
'That is my justification for speaking at such 
length. In considering this question, if hon. 
~embers h.ave any concrete proposals to 
nnprove this schenw, financially or other­
wise, the Government will be glad to hear 
and accept them; but. without this increased 
tax, vn cannot 'atcr for the unemploved. I 
beg to move- · 

" That the Bill be now read a seconcl 
time." 

GovERxMExT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear : 

ll;fr. W. FORGAN SMI'TH (Mackay) [4.4]: 
I hstened very carefully to the speech of the 
Sec:·ctary for Labour. and Industry. I 
desired to hear horn hun sonw justilication 
of the pnnciples contained in this Bill 
Very little V' o.s 'aid by the hon. ·g·entle: 
man about . It. It IS noteworthy that the 
report. of his department dealing with the 
operatwns under the Act for the financial 
year ended 30th J uno last is not available 
to Parliament. It is three months late. 
That. report should have been aYailable to 
Parliament before this Bill was introduced. 
A groat part of the Minister's speech was 
taken up with a ret_rospect of the operations 
?f the dopa1;t,ment smcc the Acts were passed 
last year. lo some extent the hon. gentle­
man has anticipated the report of the 
dcpwrtmeat. He gave what were probablv 
careful!:· selected portions of that reporf. 
and then conclncled by moYing and carrying 
a Yoto of confidence in his administration 
and that of the department. 

In deaJing with a Bill of this kind I want 
to protest against tlw lack of information 
that is given to Parliament. Yesterdav the 
~1inister sec~ued the suspension of the s'tand­
mg Orders m order that this Bill should be 
c.1rried through all its stages without the 
proceuure laid down in the Standing Orders. 
The Government must have known for 
sovPral wEJeks past what their policy was in 
rcgrud to tlw arnendrnent of tho Incon1o 
(1.;ll,·m1Jioc 'ent Reli··f) Tax Ach. Thev 
must have made up their minds in th:; 
matter, and I cont<'nd that before Parlia­
n1cnt ">Yas a~ ked to deal with tho an1cnd111ent 
of ti,osc Act' it shonld have been furnished 
with a dcparhncntal report of the opertltions 
of thic I ~w for the pa;t financial year. Bv 
that m,·;rns hon. mcmbc"s would !;aYe bee;, 
en a bled to determine whether or not this 
Bill is justified in the light of the facts. 

In addition to that, the throwinrr clovn1 
o~ length~~ .taxat~on rc·,,olntions without pre~ 
Y:CE::o: -.) '"' 1 dPl :ton of ho. ~ rr-;>lu"!:ion;;; is 
treating P:n·liamcnt in an arbitrarv. c,Jn~ 
t.emptnous fashion, and to a larl!P e~tcnt is 
cl< ,troyiJJg the prestige of Pn,rii~mcnt. H 
there is one thing that justifies pa·rliamen­
tarv govcrnn1cnt it is the control of finance 
and tRxation. The whole history of the fight 
for repreo:::>.nt,.,tive goYernn1t.-nt is baFod on 
the desire of the )Woplc to wrc··,t from the 
Crown and frou arbitra.ry authoritv the con­
trol of taxation. The sup-remacy of Parlia­
ment dates from the time that Parliament as­
serted that the representatives of the people, 

1931-3 ·r 

and they only, shonld control taxation. But 
the GoYernnlOllt, who carne into office on a 
plea that they intended to restore confi­
dence and to re-establish parliamentary insti­
tutions. introduce a Bill of this kind, throw 
it on the table of the House, and use their 
majority to pass it through all its stages 
without proper debate and consideration by 
hon. memhers, and without the public out­
side-and they are affected by these things­
ha Ying the c,rdinary opportunity of making 
repn·,,cntntions on the 1na.tter. 

This Bill perpetuates some .very vicious. 
principles, the first of which IS an unjust 
taxation policy. \Ve know, although the 
people did not know at the last election, 
that the policy of the present Government 
is to lift the taxation from the shoulders of 
the w0althy sections of the community and 
spread it over all sections of the community. 
!Gov-ernment dissent.) That is provPd by 
the ·rc,oord of the Government. The number 
of taxpavPrs for income tax purpose~ has 
been c nsiderably increased. The Govern­
ment have reduced the exemption previously 
granted to persons in receipt of sman 
income<; and under this Bill they perpetuate 
a policy that is contrary to every sonnd 
canon of taxation, as will be admitted by 
an:.·one with eYen an elementary knowledge 
of economics. 

A sonnd basis of taxation has alwavs been 
eonsidered to be ihe canaritv of the indi­
vidual to pa:;·. The real tl :t of any pro­
pos.cd is not n much what the individual pays 
i~: tax, but how much he has to liYe npon 
aftn· he has paid th0 tax. That is the reai 
test. and that is the method whereb;' an 
Nmitable svstem can be Established. But 
H1ld'r this· Bill e-cervonc is taxed without 
n·.'ard to his inrom,; at all. The washer­
wornrn \vho do(-, half a da~, 's ,~·ork and gets 
[),.. for it pays the sn,me pcrcC'nttgc tax 
as the individual o" £5.000 a year. The 
Y:holc principlo is 1msourd. It is unjust in 
ji:::. inr~denr•' in cver.v rc·~pect; ar;d tho 
( ~nvcrnrrlf'nt- ha Ye prPYC'ntcd this Parliatnent 
f1·orn carrying· am0ndmcnt,c; si11cc the incep­
tion of tho principal A. et yyas dev-ised, -.. ith 
a 'icw to rcli' ving the burden from the 
shnulden of the people ,,-ho a1"-' lccst able 
i ' bercr it. The scheme. on the basis of 
L "'\ntion, c·_tah~l .hcs nnc1 lays do\vn 
dcfinir-_,h7 a ,,7 w1ou~ : "Ftcm of taxJti,pn 
hv thP ·Tory P:-ut:v. ruld indirat:-s clearly 
their intc·11tion an(1 de·-,irc to lower 
iho effcrtiYe wage and the purchasing po~.~·(n~ 
( f tho-c '''ho \.Yol·k for \' a!:!:c;;;;. Imavin~ the 
itlea of trtxing a person o-n £2 a \VC0k on 
t hP f~"",nt lJ(·reciJLLt:r" basis as a rnan reeeiv­
i:Jp: £10 a..· week! ·The thinv ca'Cnot be sus­
tained in an:v log-ical a1 ,-un1Pni:.. Th8 : riniF­
h r Y0ry .r]('finitcly cYatlr•d that qnc~tiou in 
the cou~·Fe of 11~~ r'cvic-w of th" adn1inistrntion 
cf hi3 department. 

There is nrother pha"' of the Dill to "hi eh 
I arn oppos0d. and that i·.; the rnethod of 
cl0t1 n1ining th·, Yalne of the worh: don?· 
T;H' J\Iinistcr ,rgnrd in tbc rmn'f'C' of h1s 
.c·pf'Prh---ho !]"a'.e a nurnbcr of fip:ur(~s in an 
cndrr1Your to s1-·.t1in his ar~nn1ent --that. th01~ 
bed giYcn empJo,·mei't to thon'•nds of people 
\ bo othf'r\ViRo would not l-'1-l-,-8 done any 
' .. ork. 'I11c re:1l tc"t of those figTUPs is: 
Fir::.t of all, how rn1t11y of thc1n ''"~re nor­
m n lly un'lLployt>d; a1 d. ~0condly, ho\Y 
many of t 1cem were the creation of t.he 
pt <'sent Gorcrmnent? \Ye know that the 
Coyornmcnt dismie.' -'d men from the public 
vrc·ks of the State, and later on had those 

Ji.ir. Smith.] 
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\Yorks complet d und~r the unemployment 
rPlief scheme. The dcYiation on the North 
Uoast R.ailway vras ccmrnenced on the recorn¥ 
mendation of the C•mnnissioner for Railways. 
Tbat ·was a necessDxy I· ork, ha Ying regard 
particularly to the condition of that line 
during the wet season. The men on that 
work were employed under the railway 
award, the lowcr;;t aYcrage rate under vvhich 
at that time wa~ £4 17s. per week. The 
GoYernment that hands itself bouqur?ts and 
passes votes of confidence in itself dismissed 
all the men on th:J .~ works, and later com­
rnenced the works again as relief works. In 
other words, the public works of the State 
are being carried ont nnder the guise of 
unemployment relief work; and that is one 
of the bases for criticism of the Bill. So 
far from th~se men being engaged in unem­
ployment relief work, they are being taken 
advantage of under the scheme. The Go­
vernment take up the attitude that unem­
ployment is rife. 

They know the economic circumstances of 
an unemployed man. Particularly do they 
understand it in the case of a married man 
with his dependants, and the consequences 
followiug on tho disrnis·-·al of men from 
public works. They uy to them, "vVo have 
work for you on this r>tilway line, for which 
we propooe to pay you at the rate of £3 per 
vyeek-lOA. a dav in the case of married men 
and Ss. a day in' the case of single men. That 
is lE·'"S thnn the rneasu re of Yalue for that 
"·ork as laid down by the Industrial Court, 
but we arc goi11g to dlsrcgard that, and~ 
unless ~-ou aC'~cpt this forn1 of cn1ploytncnt, 
vou and vour wives and fRmilics will be left 
~lestitutc ~ and g\'t no ussl~tatiCG whatc\ er 
from the State. (Go,·crnmcnt dissent.) 
In other \\or de they take advantage of 
the economic distr se of the working people 
of this State to force them to accept employ­
rnc·nt und0r condirions which at normrrl tin1cs 
n1en \YouJd rese-t as an insult. 

The ATTOR::-1EY-GEXERAL interjected. 

i\Ir. W. FORG),~ ,~~\IITI-I: The Attorney­
General may intc;·ject as he likes, but he 
(annat get away fron1 thP logi:... of the ea .e 
I am stating. I arn stating rny O\Vn case, 
and not nutking a epecch preparC'd for me by 
an of!i,_ er of the departrnent, aJ the hon. 
gentlcn1an ·rFd last night. 

The ATTOR:\EY -GEXERAL : \Yhen you lose 
your temper you b_hrtvc like a maniac. 

Mr. W. FOHGAJ';' SMITH: The clc:;rance 
of the ·Utorne''·Gcncral, :'·Ir. Speaker. fills 
me with ad,niration. 

The _AT'l'OR>-EY-GEKERAL: Y Gu are not a 
n1an's bootlace. 

Mr. W. FORG,\K SMITH: The hon. 
gentleman refers to people as maniacs, and 
to me as not being a rmr'l's bootlace. The 
Attorney-General, by Yirtuo of his t'raining 
and experience, should have the capacity to 
state hiJ C"·e i<t a much bettc•r way than ho 
is rloing: hut I ictcnd to procnc'd with my 
speech. I am putting rny case, and will not 
be detN' eel by interjections either from th3 
Attorney-General or the Secretary for L:tbour 
and Industry. They do not like th• '.C u:J· 
palat" blc facts. I ,-~o not like to hc,ve to 
state them; but it is my duty a-; the Leader 
of the I cbour Par·tv io c".ll atl''ntion to the 
truth, r"o Liatter how unpala.table it may bo 
to the Attornev-General or any oth 'r hon. 
n1ember oppoP.ite. 

[lVh. Smith. 

Tilt" ATTGI\XE~-GEXERAL: If vou say I had 
prepared fur 111e, J:Ou are telling 

a li0. 
3.1r. I'(tn\.1.'_\X: l\:r. SpeakPr, I rise to a 

point of order. Is the Attorney-General in 
order in savi11(r that the Leac:c r of the Oppo­
sition L U?iling. a delibcratt~ lie? 

The ATTOR"':Y-GEXEP\L: I repeat it. If 
he I had rny speech prepared fnr me. 
h~· is 

:'IIr. SPEAKER: Order! I would a'k 
the hon. gentlen1an to withdraw. 

ThP ~'>TTORXEY-GE"ER.IL: I withdraw, 7\lr. 
S]Yakc'r, but. speaking to a point of order. 
I ask tlwt the Leacler uf the Opposition be 
asked to withdraw his statement that I had 
my speech prepared for me. . It is untrue. 
I-le haf-1 no ground for sa~nng H', and 1t 1s a 
liP. 

JHr. SI'EAKEH: The Leader of the Oppo­
sition mnst withdraw the statement to which 
tlw Attorney-General takes exception._ 

Mr. \Y. FORGAS SMITH: I would like 
tu point out. Mr. Spca~er, th~t the Attorney· 
General sa n I am telhng a he, after he has 
withdrcnvn· the statement. 

1\Tr. KERR: V\ithdraw flrst. 

)fr. SPEAKER.: Doe's the Attornc·v­
General accept the denial of the Leader of 
the Opposition? 

:'llr. W. lC(lEGX" Sii1ITII: The Attocncy­
Gcneral ha::; ju ,t repeated his statc~n1cnt that 
1 am l::ing. 

2\Ir. SPEAKER: I ask the Attorney­
General to accept the withdrawal of the 
Lcacler of rhe Opposition. 

Tb' ATTORXEY-GE"ERAL: I am prepared to 
-J~CC·"'pt his \Yithdrawal. 

~Jr. SPEAI(ER: I now ask the r\ttorne~·­
Geneml to wiLd ne"- the la et stat<>rLent f • 
made. 

The .\TTORXFY-GEXER_\L: If it was a w;th­
dnn ul by the hon. member, I accept it. 

Mr. W. FORG--\X S7\1ITH: It is rather a 
pity rhat Mini tcrs do not rcmcmb0r the 
diQT>iflcd positic,Js they occupy. They should 
pn~1 ,1sonr to behaYe like gentlemc·1. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOuR AND INDUSTRY: 
Look at the langurgc you have used to 1110! 

J\Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 

l\'1!-. W. FORGAN SMITH: I accept the 
Attornev-Gencral's denial. It is a pity 
that the ?11inister suffer J from the 
failinr:r of ~nrcj;:;sus, v:·ho, if I remember 
right( fdl in !oYe with his reflec­
tion in a pool. I repeat that t~e 
s"stem of dismissing men from the pubhc 
,;:orks of the State and re-engaging them on 
the basis of relief rates of wages is taking 
ac!Yantage of their economic circumstances, 
and it intensifies and aggravates the problem 
of unemployment. The real value of the 
scheme, on the basis of the figures whic,h 
havo been quoted would be determined by 
the number of m~n engaged on work which 
otherwise would not be undertaken, and the 
number of men on work which would 
ordinarily be the public works of the State 
oe local authorities; and I repeat that the 
tendencv of such a policy is to depress the 
general" wage level. If this policy of the 
Gonrnment continues indefinitely and it is 
extended in a number of the directions that 
haYe been suggested in various quarters; it 
is obvious that it will have a depressing 
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effect on the wa;r. level. It will h>1ve the 
result of forcingo down tho basic wage to 
the level of the relief work >>age. Indeed, 
it has had an effect in that direction already 
In many directions the Government have 
suspended industrial a>nnds. The men 
engaged in the occupations affected are being 
paid considerably .less than the measure of 
the YaiUP Of th",l' T\Or1\. a~ l'iT!JS thP ( 'l3P 

nnder awards previously; and it is obvious 
that the creation of a large army of unem­
ployed engaged in only casual work in which 
advantage is taken of their economic posi­
tion has the effect of fixing the wage, not 
on the basis of w.hat is just and equitable, 
but on the basis of what starving men with 
dependants are compelled to accept. That 
is the objection I have to a measure of this 
kind-an objection which will be found to 
have g-reater force as time goes on. I repeat 
also that Parliament has not been supplied 
with information which should have been 
made available in official reports, which are 
not before us, eoyering the operations under 
the Act during the past year. 

The Minister has been asked on quite a 
number of occasions to give information 
bearing on the state of this fund and its 
administration; and he has always given 
the reply " The information will be disclosed 
w.hen the department's report is made avail­
able." I claim that the report should have 
been available prior to the discussion of this 
Bill; and I maintain also that such mea­
sures should not have been brought down 
without giving hon. members full oppor· 
'tunitv to debate them and consider in what 
respect improvements could be effected. 

There is a feature of local authority work 
to w.hich I wish to draw attention. Quite 
a lot of such work is being done under this 
scheme. I agree that it is desirable that 
€ssential work should be clone by the expendi­
ture of this fund. No good purpose is served 
by digging a hole :md then filling it up 
again; but I argue that, where useful work 
is done, the men engaged on it should be 
paid tho value of it. 

~rh ere arP. C8,::;C ,, o·1 rrc,)rd ' .. ·ben~ loca] 
anthorifir;:: hav(' i11··iu~ntcd their ·.TillingrH -~ 
lo pav a\Yard rat s 111 l't ;;pcct of \York 
c( rricrl ant und(•J• thi.o3 scheme: but the 
GoverEme11t ·vvould not nerrn·(t that to be 
done. therehy in lic:cting· their intention 
doliborrrtc1y to clctn·css the wages level In 
''· to ,.n of anv di1nPn0ion" a cert;1in arnount 
of civic work' is perforn1ed every year, hav­
ing r0gard to t}H.' capacity of the local 
nuthorit_v to r 1iso thr n~t ;,_ns and t proy).Jo 
the 1nl[HOY0Incnts 1: ithin thP .a1·ca. Under 
rJOrmal ronditioru lo~al authf'rit:r cxpcndi­
turp provides useful e111plo~ n1ent for a coH­
oider ,',le number d people in thi, Stnte. It 
,,ordJ be intcrr tin.·~ to kno>.v the numbPr 
nf rnen cntploycd ·by local authoritie.:; in 
Que. nslnnd to.day compared with the number 
unp} .J~ ed tlu·eo ye r<. ago. If ~.v-orks of a 
perilP.nr_mt uatnrc rt' carri0d out unc1·-·r 
this pl'ovic~ing for rcJ1cf rates, then 
thr> in tho .Jrea is 

If rate~ o£ 
1.vagc·> arc fro1n 90 pc~r c::nt. to 
40 per < >!pphcs to a large 
numbc•r of Js-it meaw' that that 
amount d money withdrawn from circu-
lation ill the 1r0 t: ard to that extent unc.n­
ployrncn1t ~~ int ·:~1sifted -~1d ~gQ;rUY~ltcd. If 
the ·wol·K IS c ·trned out 111 tne arc-~ at lr s.:: 
than ils ntlue, then it nnkes for an increase 
of unemployed, •,c'ith a permcnent loss to 
the, people of the area. 

Uo\'1 Lclllf'llt <.:rl' i:-:e in carr~·i· p-

of 1 !li::; There i.3, -..ll<" 
n· 'l 'C:t of that CHil1l01-

It ·i, we!! kuown that men and 
wolTIUl can giYc thPir lH'st scrYif ~ ou1y •.rJH 
thoy ~~n: hiippy in thPir ·woi'k and fePl 
that,~.'.:'/ at-~ b!'ing fa-frly· tr·_atcd. If 
Jncn ,,n·l .·:o::-nt'n rt • cu,~ 1gcd upon \VOrk tbaf 
is dnlJ ur,_d :.·ord~d in character, jf they 31'(' 
~1narting under an injt1~tice) aEd if they 
fpcl that thcv haYe be:n taln'n advantage of 
c·, a result ,;f their then the output 
rnust incYit ·.hlv be ;;, no nutttcr whn.t 
r·ndPavour j n1ade b,Y inspcctDrs and other:-J 
to di "iplinc them on the work. The 
:,linistcr hcts st ted through the press that 
discipline n1ust be tnnint:1ined on tht·3C jobs, 
and that, jf any 1nan i::- disn1isscd, rations 
will be withdrawn from his familY. In this 
wny the Ministc'r hopes to obtain discipliw 
by the olrl iron heel methods of the past. 
Tht~ best I.Yay to ~'cure th0 maximun1 output 
of a labour unit is to provide fair and equit. 
able conditions for the mon employed. 

The _l'fTOI.'\EY-GEXEl~<'.L; ·what would you 
ha Ye done·~ 

:\fr. \V. FORGAX S'LIIITH: I would have 
taken adntntago o{ the section of the Indus. 
trial Conciliatioa and Arbitration Act under 
which a t<}l..:!eial a~"' ard could be rnadc in 
n ·pcct of the employment to which I havtJ 
referred. 

Th" ATrORXEY·GEXER\L: At how much per 
.-·cek? 

Mr. W. FORG.\:\' S'\liTH: I arn not in 
a J10;:;;itioll to f'ay: I an1 not the court. 'rbA 
:\Iinif'F'r f'J.n {1C·£d vvith that rnattcr. if ho 
fed~ o disposed. TlJc nicn engaged on 
these should be 3nbject t.:) a~.y.:<rd 
ratC's eo .·dit1ons. The rnC'n engr gcd 
upon the 1)ublic work~ of the St t.~., \Vhtthce 
c:arri0d out bv ·Lhe GcYCl'l-:Ll0nt or bv local 
authc "itir-.. st;o~Ild he naicl t~~c a\nll·~1 rnt0s 
pt·oYickd fnr that kind of work. That is a 
perfectly sound proposition from every point 
of Yie\Y. The nw •rd would be a special 
W''llrcl for t1w pnrpo"'· Tho work would 
ihc1. LP ea rriod out 1111drr conditions that 
"~o·:Jd be cquit<dJc alld just 2"nd free fron1 
the rnoral inj·~ry inflicted on rnrn v ho feel 
th~t they fll'(' suffLring ,,11 injustice. 

Subsidies could be granted to local authori­
tie•, for thosC' worcts. and the difference 
bct\Yeon thD subsidv and the actu" l labour 
cc ,t of the work eo{!ld be made a charge on 
the local authorit';'. If the funds were not 
~uf:jcient to enable the sarnc nurnber of 

to be worked .tS at prc ent. would it not 
be . ttcr to lnvce Lwn Pngagcd for three days 
under de, cnt conditions rather than for four 
days under b:1d rund1tious? Under surh a 
~yStun the value o£ thf-~ 1.vork would be 
better rc1lcc'ocl than is the case under the 
l,rr 1'nt systrn1. 

Uncmplo:nnent has increased considerably 
sin"·c tbc present Government ha"e been in 
pown. The 1\linistcr rderrccl to certain 
im·estii"ations made in 1928 by his predccBs· 
ror. TL-: Sr-crct8.ry for Public Instruction 
used tho,e f'1gures the other eYcning ,,vhen 
he was acldrcs,;ing that cclect section of the 
electors that he usually prefers to address. 
'The Commonwealth Statistician's figures 
rclatir>g to unemployment for the second 
quarter of 1929 were 7.6 per cont., while the 
figures for the same quarter of 1931-the 
l•t;,st li<;urr, available-were 16.1 per cent., 
or an increase during the period under re­
view of approxjmatnly 112 per cont. That 

Mr. Srnith.] 
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is a rernarkable increase in th£' an1ount cf 
unemploYment. I shall dea.l with the general 
question of unemployment furthPr on in 
my speech, together with it-, causu, and the 
dl'cct <Jn this couniry and on ether countries. 

The ::Vlinister referred to the survey made 
by his department durin~ the period that 
Mr. Gledson ':as Sec :·ctary for Labour and 
Industry. Those are the figures which were 
u'ed by the hon. member for Kurilpa in 
this House when he obtained permission to 
have them inserted in "Hansard" without 
reading them. That review was full and 
comprehensiv.', and it dealt with all the 
people who were not fl'gaged in productive 
employment. In many cases it adopted arbi­
tl'ary n1ethods in arriving at conclusions. 
The method adopted by those investigators 
is subject to oritici··m; but, in view of the 
fact that GoYernment members have alwavs 
ucepted the btsis. and have used tl;e 
figure• as a basis of criticism against the 
late Labour Govr rnmcnt, I propose to accept 
that b<1si for th" purpose of comparison. 
If th ,t inYcstir;ation of 1(128 be accepted as 
" basis, then the number of wage-earning 
brc·1dwinncrs for whom no work was avail­
able in September, 1928, ''·as 46,146. The 
}Je1·cerrtagc of uncrnplo~\ .. n0nt. as st.ated 
h.v the Con1111011 ~~, .1Jth Strti~t.icinn, wa~ 
6.8. By a ~;im111 · proportion calcula­
ii?n the number of y~ ._tgc-(~arning bread­
Winners for \-d1o;•1 no work \Vas avail­
able at the end of June 1931, with an uncm­
r1-wmcnt percen!a.go of 16.1, ffill't logically 
.approximate 109,205. That is the proportion 
workPd out on the b: ·is of eriticism used 
h.~' hon. n1cn1bPrs nnp( ';'ite, and whkh ''as 
re' ntly n-~d hv the Sc.-·ret .. rv for Public 
Instruction in th.c c·m1· · of his ·spec·eh at the 
me0ting of thu Qm·,n,shnd \Vomcn's Elec­
toral Leag·u0. If tho~0 figur··s .;n~ :-ound 
and can be acc~ptP'l as anv crit,..,rion, 
obviously th, proprd;on still op~ra.lcs. That 
j, the positiou th, t obt. ins now. 

Thyro can be no doubt that mwmploymellt 
has Jncrc?-sc-d ,to an aL,nning extent. I am 
Jl(lt b1anung- tne Go'.~crnment for evcrv form 
of uncmplonucnt th~tt exist~ in Oucerl-;1alld · 
but eYer .... ~olJC' v:hn ba, invcstic-ttL'd -th~ 
r.o.,itinT! ap~J considered it fairly ag-re0s that 
thr~ Jlohc.v of the GoYe"!.'ll'_H"\nt l1as ac-grrn atrd 
t11(1 Pltnati_on : nd intPns1fi(!·cl the suffering 
;·cry consJdcr.thi,. (Government diFc;ent.) 
rake, for example, the number of shops and 
T.:re.hous;; in .w,hich aro displaved placards 
read111g, Rchot orders taken he-ro." Fur­
thet, i~1 adYertiserne_nts in the newspapers 
rn:rn a1,1J. 1vorn0n. arc _Jn SOL le ca::"cs 0IT -.::rinq; t0 
gt,-r, i·'lCir scrvH:cs 1n retnrn for food and 
she ltcr. 2\L 'IY inrtnnces cocn bo fonnd of the 
t_,.p,. of ~r] n'L i-.;unont v::h1ch anneared 
ror·"nrl:. in the "Telegraph" to thir ~ffect-

" T(ec'n youn')" businc ·~s rn.an o:ff0rs £15 
and seryicC's for permanent en1~1loympnt." 

I, COl~ld, qnote frmu tl1o "Too-y•:oomba 
~--:r_on1de and 1nany otht. r ne1vspapcrs to a 
smulnr effect. 

Tho c arc _the conditio~1s tlw.t apply ~t 
i_hc- prc,: nt tunc; nncl, no n1attcr how tho 
G-oY('~·nnJcnt n~ay :-c"k to {~cnv it. and no 
m,o tter how tlwir nress gpologists may 
rHt:n!-pt- ~o dist1rt a11d suppress the f-wt.::. th0 
pos1t10n 1s lmo n to tht· great bulk cf the 
people of :.his Sht0. 

~\no!h.<'r ph · ·" of this Bill tl,at mud prc­
f.<'Ht <hfhcultw·· " th0 propo,al to lend monev 
to pri,~~tP il· .. -r .. -id'~'ll-. There is al·--o a prO­
posal to enahh the Minister to make a grant 

[Mr. Smith. 

to local authoritie<. Those propocals give 
the 1\fiuister an interesting form of patronage 
in view of the forthcoming elections. 'I'he· 
proposal to lend money to private individuals 
prcscnta a greater ground for criticism than 
is the case wher0 money is lent to a publia 
authority, either go·· crnnwnial or municipal. 
The Bill proposes to give the Minister 
arLitrary pov. _,r to lend money to private 
individuals without eotting out in the Bi!I 
the terms and coniitions under which that 
money shall be giYen. The J.gricultural 
Bank is limited in its O]Jerations-limited to 
a greater extent than it hao ever been before 
-but any loans gTanted under this scheme 
><hould at leaot haYe the conditions of inspec­
tion and terms of repaymEnt attached to 
them that apply to application; to the Agri­
cultural Bank, ot henyise it is obvious that 
certain people will reeeiH• pr0fer0neo over 
others. 

The SECRETARY FOR L,EOL'R A"D J;o.;ucSTRY: 
They will not. 

::Yir. W. FORGA?\ S:\IITH: It ic obvious 
t.h:tt the Minister ':en not give everv upplica­
tion fayoueable consideration. Some people 
must be chosen for the purpose of making 
advances; ancl this "'lill create :t position 
undot· which one P''r'on will be allowed to 
dPve1op his area, under a condition of loan 
\Yith forced la !Jour, whilst his neighbour who 
!.as obtained finan.cial accr·mr,_odation in the 
ordinan v, ay \Yill be call0d upon to pay a 
higher rato of wa7:c. Thif' differentiation be­
tween settlers will create the same difficulty 
that now exi,t•, in <he < _ •e of public works 
i hat arn carried OWJ on rclil.'f \'{ork rates~ 
The position 8 dculy stated in a leading 
artic]P publi' heel in the ·'Daily J\fail" of 21st 
Jnl;~·. lq30. 

A similar clause was in the Bill lnst year. 
It. was one of the Ministe-r's pet lambs-one 
of the things that he che1·ished most dearly 
-hut the party that support him and the 
pnblie out~ide raised such an ontcry against 
the proposal that it v:as dropped at the Com­
mittee stage. Now it is being trotted out 
again, nnd a)parcntly Government members 
have agre0d to accept it, realisin<:;" that this 
form of distributing largesse to the sup­
porter: of Gove,rnrn0nt mmnbers ma~r assist 
them in a material respect. The quotation 
that I giYc is from the " Daily Mail" of 21st 
Jnl", 197:0. The article, which is headed "A 
False Step," contains the following:-

"It is nothing lcc,s than grotesque that 
mFn earrdng the ba~ic \vagc, servants, 
and 'v~!,sher"\vomcl should he- taxed to 
provide funds to be loan< d to settlers. 
The GoYcrnmont would he well advised 
to drop withc1t further delay tlw':e fan­
tJ.st1c adclonc1nms, nnd confine the pro­
po ,._tl to ,, hat it -wn ·I originally conv·ived 
to Lr-namely. a p1Dn to provide funds 
for relief '' orks to be administ0rod by 
th 3 GoY( ·nn1cnt.. local aut horitics, and 
pnb1ic bodice.; only." 

At ,42 p.m., 
The (:~{ '1Rll!''" OF CmrMITTE~'' (Mr. Robnrts, 

East Torncoom.ba) ro1icYcd 1vlr. Speaker in 
th" c1wir. 

Mr. \\. FORG.\ \I S]\UTII: I am caticlied 
that tl1e "Dai1v ~\la11" is entirely snund in 
th:,t art:ch~. The nrincip1e is corrnct, anrl it 
app1icd \~ ith equal f( re,~ to t}l'-. ori.gina) Bill 
ns it nnt>lirs to-day. The proposd1on JS ono 
that shoL1ld not be considcrc"l. If thr Go­
vrrnm "nt can obtaill funds for the purpose 
of assisting settlement, then they ought to do· 
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it. What a ridiculous position! A Go­
vernment that proposed to stabilise industry, 
that offpred >uch ;•!owing promises to the 
people that suppOI'tcd il. finds itself unable to 
supply sufficient funds· to the Agricultural 
Bank, and proposes to tax the washerwoman, 
the newsboy, the maid servant, and the 
casual worker in order to obtain funds to 
lend to come of their political supporters. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
Do you pay the tax for your washerwoman? 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH : I wash myself 
every morninrr. and I do not require any aid 
in that direction; but if the Minister pa;<·s 
his accounts as regularly as I do he will not 
ha Ye any difficult;<· ,yj th those people with 
whom he trades. 

The SEcRETARY FOR LABO':R AND IXDUSTRY: 
I n1a:~ ·"end out rn insprc-tor. :1\fv inforrna-
tion is r[Lther iutcresting. L 

Mr. \Y. FORGA::'\ S~IITH: The hon. 
gentleman's inform'ltion mav be rather 
i~1terc -.tin~;. l-Ie can send an Linspector any 
tune he likes. and it would be onlv in con­
formity with •dwt the Governmer{t usually 
do. I m a v tell the Yiinister that he and his 
'Treasury frienclo can publish my income tax 
papers and anything they dc~sire. None 
Qf their paid slaHduers haye anything on 
me, and I challenge them again to go their 
hardest. 

The TREASURER: :\h. Deputy Speaker, I 
rise to a point of order. Is the hon. mem­
ber in ordn in inferring that the Secretary 
for Labour and IndustrY and the Treasurer 
have paicJ sel'Yants Who are going to find OUt 
what his taxation is? I say it is a slander, 
and he should be made to withd·raw. I know 
no more about the hon. member's taxation 
returns than that chair. and I ask that the 
hon. membf'r withdraw. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the Leader 
of the Opposition made the statement which 
the Treasurer savs he did. then I must ask 
him to withdraw: 

Mr. W. FORGA::\ S:MITH: The Secre­
tary for Labour and Industry suggested that 
he would send an in,pectm· to my private 
home to investigate my affairs. I said that 
he might do so if he liked, just as the Trea­
surer has power under a regulation that he 
?imself caused to be gazetted to examine my 
mcome tax papers. 

The Tm:ASURER : The hon. member used 
the term " naid slandf'r?rs." and I want that 
withdrawn.· · 

Mr. DEPl'TY SPEAKER: If the Leader 
of the Opposition used the words "paid 
slanderers" I hope he will withdraw. 

Mr. W. FORGAX Sl>1ITH: Ccrtainlv, I will 
withdraw. I am sorrv to haYc hurt the Trea­
surer's feelings. but there are obvious infer­
ences to be taken from the suggestion of tlw 
Secrcf.ary for Labour and Industry. I sug­
gest that the :\1inisters should allow me to 
proceed \Vith tny speech in rny own way. So 
far as I am concen1ed. they can go their 
hardest. 

Another phase of the Bill which I intend 
to criticise is the po<~·er g·i ven to the Go­
vernor in Council. l'nder this Bill and 
under the principal Act the Government 
take arbitrary powcr, not only to do the 
ordinary things that arc rig·ht and proper 
under regulation~, but also power to legis­
late. One of the Orders in Council isswd 
by the 1\linidc'r gazetied ont of opPration 
<eertain scdiom of the Act itself. Some of 

the Orders in Council which have been 
issued under the Act have been most extra­
ordinary in character. I realise that under­
conditions such as obtain at the present 
time rapid action is required to cope with 
certain problems; but it is extraordinary 
that we should bo asked, and that Parlia­
ment should agree, to give the Minister or 
the Governor in Council power and authority 
which should only be vested in Parliament. 
I opposed those clauses when the original 
Bill v,~as :oing through. and I oppose them 
now. 

The SLCRETARY FOR LAB01:R .\;.rD I:<:DcSTRY : 
Tell me the ones you object to. 

Mr. \V. FORG~\::'>J SMITH : The general 
power that the Government arc taking to 
k;islate •vithout the authority of Parlia­
H1r>llt is a :-., riking- comn:('ntar:: on the policy 
of the present Government and the condi­
tions that now obtain legislatively. The 
Minister in the commencement of his speech 
dealt gPnerally with the problem of unem­
plonnent as such. He quoted the number 
of !}cople unemployed in America, Germany, 
France. Great Britain, and elsewhere, and 
suggested that the percenhcge of unemploy­
n1ent was greater in those countries than in 
Queens!aHcl. I hope that is true, but that is 
no comfort to the unemployed. It is no 
ccmfort to tlte man "ho finds his home being 
taken away from him, and realises that his 
childrPn haYc no fuh~r>'. If the percentages 
of unetnployf'd to popnlation were taken out 
for those couutries. it would probably be 
found to l>e no more than the percentage in 
Queensland. For example, with a popula­
tion of approximately 45,000.000 in Britain. 
2,000,000 TeprE'sents a lo~scr percentage of 
unemployment to populatiOn than the figures 
I have quoted from the "Year Book." 
Those figure., do not convey to any real 
extent the suffe·ring caused to the community 
by this menace. It is no use saying that 
S0!11ebod V OYCr the fen CC is worse off than 
we arP. ' It is our job Ll deal with Queens­
land to deal as far as we can with the 
citiz~ns of this State, and to mobilise the 
resources of the country in the interests of 
the people. 

What are the cause, of unemployment? It 
is perfectly obvious that the whole system 
of production, distribution, and exchange has 
got entirely o~t of gear. The Government 
Partv and then supporters have no remedy. 
Thell· ('CUlOinist~, their v:riters, thct~· apolo­
gist thc•y th<:'msp]yes, takr• up a l'vllfawher­
likc attitudt' and , ty. '' B.v and by 
we' shaH turn the eorn0r ancl ever,\·· 
thitw \Yill bc> all i'ight." 'Cnrmplc;>y­
menl at Jll'esent is obviou~ly ~luc to a se~·1ea 
of ddeds in the orgamsatwn o~ soCI.ety 
itself. Takc> Australia ~s a case m pomt. 
:'hture has been kind to this country. We 
have eyerv yariety of climate and soil, every 
kiwi of mineral, cvervthing nece'"ary for 
human wcll-bein;, and· the maintenance of 
a hio·h standard 

0

0f liYing. There is in the 
natu~al r0sourccs of Auotralia sufficient to 
m~intain a very largP. population in a stan­
dard of c0mfort not hitherto properly con­
templated: yet. ''· itb a small population of 
a little over 6.000,000, we have thousands 
of people on a lower standard of living than 
i~ ne re~, arv to tnaintain t reasonable state 
of health:, c,nd WP ha VI' also-perhaps the 
mc-"t lanl('ntublc spectacle of all-thousands 
of children leaving s<ohool and growing up 
with liitk or no future. no prospect for their 
manhood. Tlwsc conditions are the direct 
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result of our system of souict:·, which pro­
duces lies, knavery. hate, and every manner 
of eviL It is this from which we are suffer­
ing. lt waG l·lid tllftt 1he Great. \Var 
was £ought to make the world safe for democ­
racy. EYC'ry country ,,·hich \V~Ls engagcrl in 
the war, both victor r1nd vanquished, is pay­
ing the cost to-day, not only in the loss of 
hundreds of thousands of lives on the battle­
field, but also in the maimed bodies of those 
who were wounded, and in the poverty and 
di<rc.;s of liJ~llion...; of o:u fpllo' citizens. 
No effort of an organised character is being 
made to deal with those things. The Minis­
ter talked of price levels, and of an increase 
in price levels being the means of salvation. 
The hon. member for Grcgory interjected 
very aptly, " \Vhat if price levels do not 
rise·: \Yhat if in >Ol1ll' rec;pc'ct:; tlH',V fall·;" 
Vi!e h<we never endeavoured to control inter­
natiowd r<>lations. \Ve have never endea­
voured to control the iutcrnal economy of 
our own country in order to stabilise price 
levels. I believe that it can be done to a 
very large extent; and I believe that, if it 
were done. the l'rsult would be of great 
adva11tag·e to the people of this Common­
w-ealth. Bu! a ris0 in price levels will not, 
of itself, remedy the position, because the 
immediate causes of our m·r·-ont troubles 
are to some extent duo to fhe aftermath of 
the 'Mu-the \Yai· indebtedness e.bsorbing as 
it dof u Yf'l'Y 1 fll'gP 1 1roport io:1 of our llC'\i~ 
wulth proc'uction. But. in addition to that. 
lllOH' iml;Ortant than that, is the fact that 
the capacit0- to produce has fltr outpacod 
solnmt demand. It is not that the things 
that are produced are not required. Ko 
one can sa:· that we have surplus production 
when some people in the communitv have 
not mfficient bread. Millions of pecmle in 
the countries of the world have a standard 
of living lovcer than that which we prescribe 
for our stock. for the boasts on our farms. 
It is not a question of production bevond our 
requirements. but of production outpacing 
the solvent demand. and of consumption ar.d 
demand llDt being organised to give to the 
people of this and other countries the bene­
fits of science as applied to agriculture of 
inYPntive genius as applied to indu~trv. 
These things are bound to be intensified ~s 
ti1ne goes on, as new 1nae.hinery is installed, 
a~ the. n1echanisation of industry goes on, 
ch~placmg more and more men from the 
avenue~ of production. \Vhat is going to be 
clone with those people \Yho arc so dis­
placed? 

At the commcnc-m< nt of the industrial 
rcvolutio!.l new indn.'-1 ric,-; were dcvclop0d, 
nc·v,- aetivitir;'< Wf're e:ntcr~d upon. and the 
volume of c;np1oyincnt 0::-d0nded conf'idnr­
ably; 1mt under p1·cscnt~duv conditions, with 
the mpam of life lwld and <'Ontrolled bv a 
fe\Y individnah. prodnctiou is C'arried on V for 
the profit of thu ,~ }n(11viduals and their 
friends, whibt n mnnber of people haYc no 
future excPpt 0110 of de~p 1ir. and no n1eans 
of looking fonYa ,.rl to- bPtlPT <"onditions 
while that >yst, m ]a,cts. It is an outrage on 
humctnit,-. it i~ n repro;,c!J to onr allugcd 
Chr1:;;t~anity, uncl it i~ a f'tartlillr.£ <'OnlnH:'n­
t·1ry on cur f'O_HHnn~l scJ:se that LtHCnlp}oy­
llH- 'lt ~hou]cl r-x1~t L) the extent thaL it does 
to-da~'. anri thnt ~OUL 1 stC'ps Hre not taken 
ro a1hY! ·"t<; the f' ,1H!~iio1B that >rivc rl~a 
to the C'~'il" to wiJ-!ch I aJJndr. (.~ 

At one tim0 i~ \l-r:.s po~"iLlC' for ~ballow 
thinker' to pusl1 tl1c nncmployocl problem 
as.Hlc. and. for th<•Ir own cornfort. to sav 
that it was du to d•·f0rts of character. and 
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that t}w unctnplo;. ,:'tl llitl not IYant work. 
\Ye hear t.ho"e scutinH'l!ts exp1·es::md to-day 
on occasion by \Yell-to-eh people; but those 
excu~cs will not do at the present tin1e. 
1Jnemployment is coming into the homes 
of professional men. l\1cn arc cut of work 
\Yho ne,·cr knew \Yhat it was to be out of 
a job before. Skilled mechanics and arti­
saE~~the cr0am of our industry-who are 
c tpab1P a.nd 'Willing t'l work and able to cmn­
pcte \\ith 'iHJi]at· JH:'n in other parts of the 
\ 1.-ur1(1 :ll'C' nnnLle to fiud rt'l C"~lployer~unn.blc 
to sell their labour. It requires little 
thought and little itwcstigation to prompt 
the qtll·stion: IIo1Y long is this likd? to last'? 
Every effort i" being rna,dc to supprPss these 
qtwstionings <On the part of organised society. 
:'\o ;-;~'~if'rn cf go\ _nmH nt a,nd no form of 
cocic!y can continue to exist if it perpetuates 
and t'x-: '='nd~ in a lllOl'e intense fonn every 
Yl tr t1nt ;cp::srntsat J fdl'lll of rna1flistribu~ 
tio!l \Yhich i tho bn.'i' of all the evil to-day. 
ThC' prodnctiYity <:f labour -rras ncYer grlater. 
~~aturc· hao: boon kin·l and bounteon"'. }-._nv 
a1ncmnt of wart 1vait~ to be done, with wili-. 
in~-- -·\YOI'kl•r:~ aY.ti'"1h1P to do it. \Vhv is it 
that th"c nwn "''' not put to the v:ork that 
IS ihcrP to b0 dot!t.'? \Yh:v are th0y not orga­
nised for the purpose'.' \Vhy is society not 
cr~,_,ani ,eel ulonr-· PlOl'f' f'quitablo lines? 
Tl~c-c vr0 tlw questions that the people aro 
asking tb m,"'clvc'-' to-day. That is a ch-~1-
lcngp to :_his and other UoYcrnments. It 
i_, a c:halltT _::p to 0Y('1':' ro1itical party, and 
it is a cha!longe to r\·c·c')' thoughtful indi­
vidual in the communitv. 

Ahain, \Yt~ ha·;e Oill' vlllOll~.t.al'!' s~andar?s 
-· tand[li'CL"' h:l"f'd (·tl condl!1ons tnat db~ 
aprH·arr'·d ·:p<:rs Confercn_e:c.;:; h 'Yf' bPcu 
lwld ;tt ,lticL 1t •s bC't'll dec1dcd to rctnrn 
t _ thC' g-old t:l'l(lan1--cl decision whi(~l had 
the dc•finltr (~ffrc. nnd probablv hatl th(: 
obicctiY •, of jnrrr~~in:~; the Inoneta.r~T \-alu0. 
of" ,;;olcl in thP int''rr'cto nf the bondho1der 
<Ftd in I hP 1ntPr( r-- of tl1o~c holding liens 
on p!'odudi0"tL _-\.:; thP ya\up ~£_gold incn~:t",';;; 
::-0 doP.;:; thP YabtC' of counnocbtJc~ depreclate, 
and the amount those pro~JlP take from 
inclustrv cotrcsJ Llc1in!.d:J bccornes greater. 
I lw1ie~T0 that t{• ,t Lug • c:~tent the financial 
in t·tntio~l~ rnt: l'C'll upon <'.. policy of defla­
tion \Yitli a '. l01Y of f'ntrcnching and further­
consolidatiut:; th~ po,;..itlon of those Yrho have 
c1lrcaclv ]p·:i,,d too JllU('h fl'Oll.J industry. 
Hecently the gold 'tnmlard was nbolisbed tc> 
a largP oxtcnt. People pro<--·edod to talk 
::hout golt' as if it was '"~-·alth . .., \Yhy,. as far 

·back a' the dn ,., of :\"am ~mJth. 1t wo •, 
point0d out in .his woi"k "The vVcilth _of 
\~ubon~" ih,t gnh1 \Yn• only H yarJ st1ck 
or n1c1;:;urc• of v;duc. and that g-oods '':-'re the 
n al \Yca1th. Bv goo{~:-> h0 tncrtnt w1ll~Dt~ 
wool, lmttPr. d)-, Pse. nncl all tho3l' things 
th .. t an• the ]lJ'()(luct of L bnnr; and tlw 
cnlTCllC\~ of n ·,tions ~houlcl l· :- iu~t. r'.nffieir-nt 
to cnaL1e the nr- ,~ncti'.'ih' of t~1e nation.:; to 
ltl'O\-id • ~[inane~ IYh r" liquid a~.;;;ets in the 
form of Inonco,' · l'C' rc'qaircd. Yet thi;:l 
futi 'h ha, been fc>Jlo;, <"cl for a lcng- time. 
?\Ta11kind La.~~ lwL' 1 Ill a rtYred and enwified 
on a cros· nf g-nld. I1~ who~e intere ts? 
Ccrt•itJ]Y not i.t :h :_. intc>:.·psl·) of the: uncn1-

.Thi Bill c! p.- 1 linti,·o b.::cc1 -dJl t~w 
· It <.crrics out a 

+ -.._:~Ltion: 11- in1po·es 
]JCOplc irrc' p· ·-

L and it also 
11· 1 d:n. ·fi(·n of 

for{'j- g un r nda 
land.' 

0PrOBTTIO;\ :JJ£ 'B[E:::: IIcnl'
7 
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:\Ir. KE)::\Y (!'oo:) [5.3] I listem•cl very 
<-•~rdulh~ to the ')Wl clt jmt 
dclivPrrd b1· th0 Lc~clcr the OppositiO'l. 
He follov: .;[ the Sccretarv for La ·.om a n<l 
}rjdustry. \ he gn\-e; a ,~er::._{ xpljcit exposition 
( _.. the ~uhjPct we are eh ,tliug with. T~rc 
Lcadr:r of thP 0)Jpo>ition cornplaltH d thrt1 
the ~-lillis-~.- ·r said Ycry little rcgal'ding thP 
details of thn Bill; aud he aloo complained 
ihat the l'C']JOrt of HJc Department of tabour 
and IndustrY fihould have been aYai1ahl-• to 
Lon. D1Pnlhf}r~ J-·_.forn this Eill \YP illtro­
dllC'l'd. H~~ had no l'au.:;~; to cmnplain 
L~ck of infnrrnaLlon giYflll b-..' t-h.~ 
Th d- SI .·cch \ve:~-;; (:ltC of th~' b. 
1 hat ha Ye lJ('f'n rc:::l 
H' thP 
of !l' c:.nc1 
ol' nlJ('n:ployment relic,£ 
~ran· an c~·q!icn 

of -~~t~:tc•·· et. LY 
relief of ~tHIPmployrncn't, and ;;;:bo.rPd 

and 1vhc1'C that n1onev had been 
1-Ion. lrtcnrbt"'~l'-: rnust" haYe 

hi;; that thi'3 HlOfH'\-

for I nnelit- of · 
The Mim-tcr 

<~H-~~~~0 ~,;1.~.~~~~~;'{ on 
T11 faet he ~ho~rC'd :--,u•p 

~··hat the policy of tlw G-oY,'rnrncnt ha~ bc;~'n 
111 DVPrconting t.hc- 1~roUkr;1 . ., of unC111ploy-
. mFnt and an.::clH--,rar·m~s the co~1ditlon-- cf 
tho;-;c- unfottunate::' \Yho haYe l: 011 thJ'OWJl 

ou0 of 1vork in con .'qncnce of C,i~ 
unparallrlod deprcs~ion. 

T:hc . ~Jinistt:r· has ~hown jnst wha,t hls 
policy "' c:ncl bow he is prepared to alte'' it 
l1 rt cc·n be i1nproved. I-Ie has sho1rn that 
his objec.· i,-c is to dc:-<1 \rith the nnonr­
r!oy:d po iti_on that ex~sts t J-day; and one 
ot his ann;;:: IS tJ ef'tabh~:h 1ncn on the~ land 
and crc·ate productive y,ork. 

itil he mufll!y dew--, the Leacler of tho 
Opposition came to light with his sob stuff 
and offered nothing constructi ,~e to ~loal with 
rho position. The hon. gentleman clealt \Vith 
the raising of price levels. l\1ay I remind 
the Lea-der of the Opposition that the Lubom­
Go\·ernnH?nt Wl·rc in power for fourteen vears 
-and the hon. gentlPman occupied r;;inis­
ten~l rank for . a considerable pcriocl-yct 
durmg all tint time the Labour Government 
to .. ok no steps to. !m prove the price ]rye]. 
Wo know the positiOn that met us vheu "~" 
ca1~1~ into offir·0. The uncn1ployrd were 
\\'atbng on our doorsteps. The Leadc•r of 
rhe Opposition s~id that it wa" a startling 
commentary on the social svstcm rh at there 
should he so many L!nempJoyed. He was 
111v1tcd by the :Minister to offer SOllH' con­
:-:tructi\'e proposal to oycrconl'" t~le difficnltv, 
and was reminded by the :Minister that m1v 
mggcstion that would benefit the unomploveZl 
of Qw•endancl would rcccive1 rhe tttn1ost 
cunsiderat:on. 'The hon. gentlcnHlll \find 
other hon. members of the Opposition merely 
ret.mtcd, .. It is your job," showi11g thclt 
the"· <lrt" not prcparerl to help the Govcrn­
rne-ut in an· nF''lsurc-; that arc taken to cll'a1 
-.--.·ith the unemployment problem. Thcv ,id 
thuy \YouJd d(' tl vvith it 1Yhc1l [heY b~·,··tnlo 
~~e q-oycrmn~:nt. .. I a.~l;: bon. HlC!nbrr~ ....... ;ro~ 
'-llc Hl rll SI11Centv If the:-: arc c0ntcut to 
allow 11 e uiH ·11plo\~Cd to starYc jn thf' rnc-an-
tirnP. ~ 

~Ir. l3ow: You have the job. 

:VIr. KK:\:\Y: The Minister invited the 
Clpp<"ition to put forwarcl any proposals 
th>:t v,oulc1 overcome the position, and signi· 

fi· c1 hls ~,·il1in.~·nC'~·'3 t'1 
~ugg("' ion. Rnt hon. oppo~ite are 
~·nntcnt to allow tl1c nlH..'lTiployl'd to go on 
111 an:v old \ · :;- ;.,o fnr as thf'. are conc•.:rnc-d. 
It i n1crely typi< -d of t'ht>lr vctions -when 
1 h~ y IH_•rc the GoYPLL~1cnt. 01·~; rcnlcull: 'rs 
ho· \' t rag ;c lt ~~-,::;.s in 1 hmw da:. s to \valk pa·_,t 
the labour bureaux and sec hundreds cf 1ncn 
Yrrinl !SCarchi ng for v.·odc llnndrcd.j of 
nnemploYed callccl at Parliament Ilouso 
~skinr_,. for ar-:--i~b111C('. To-dr!:- the position 
1-, a ]i·nr, ~l. altbou:_)1 hon. llH'lllbC'l oppc -1t_u 
hlYP (,1lcrrd no help, bnt hayc (onr·..:ntcd 
thf'nl~!.'lY:.3 v.·1th the glib phrn.:-.;l•, It is your 

" 8,nrcl~T the-=.c ho11. rnunbcrs rc:Ji _o 
~'t tlc--·y arc raid b,- lbe people of thn, 

Sr,,tc to of their beRt; nc.l the unern-
Jdoyc·d on iuteru1itt'c~1t rcl·ief Yiork 
~~re: l--w pa,1i11g for t.ho111. 

~'lr. K1T\V.\X: The une-..::.nploycd .arc pDying 
for them? 

.\fr. :=CE~::--~Y: Yo~; b.c_~u,,: the un0nl­
pinyed ll<) 'l'P \Yorkins~- on intennittent relief 
;n·p to irnproye thP position. 
\Yhilst ihcy nre doing that the Smith-Peace 
{ .nnbi11ation-~ 

'\Ir. JlF:P1;Ty SPE .-\ KF:R: Orclcr! It is 
l'':;ual to rcf0r to ho11. rnc-n1bcr~ bv thP narnes 
d thc•ir elector :tc .. a•od not by naine. 

1\lr. KF.NKY: If it is offcnsiYe to hon . 
utcrnbers, I n.-!thcll :1 • I refer tJ thf~ con1-
bination tbat is co11tributing to the unem­
ployecL D:- rhcir ov. ll speeches the:<' arc 
{on tent-. to a~lo1Y tl1r•-;(' mc·n to go withont 
a n:v a~ ·:1st a nee. They a ro not prepared to 
~6Y(' the• G-n-~'rnnlellt the bcnPfit of tlwi ... 
knowledge. \Vhy cannot they 1nake son1e 
ll.~0ful sug~cstion? They arc 110t paid to 
:-;,L o\·or there nncl sav, ;, The job is vours." 
They arc paid to gi,~e their best se-;;vicc to 
the Stat0. Thev are devoid of all con­
structiYe ideas. 'During the fourteen years 
they were in oflice they had no policy, and 
< mld not remedy the position. Now they 
soy thPy haYe a policy which they will put 
into operation when they get over here. 
1 saY dcfinit:oh- that thcv arc afraid to face 
the 'pmition as it f'::ists to-day. 'I'bey arc 
afraid to accept i hc OPJ1ortunity of making 
ally mgfl"estions. I 'nvite the Deputy Loader 
of the Opposition to get up after I resume 
lll.\" seat and giYe nR th1' suggestions of tho 
()!•POsition. 

I rc::;rct Ycry much the necessity for the 
Dill. The Secretary for Labour and Industrv 
has explained tho. position Yery well, and 
l•" has shown that the fund is not great 
Ct;ough to cope with the position. \Ve know 
tLat to-day quite a Durnl)('r of 1nen who \.vere 
not re~istered whe:1 the Labour GovE rn1ncnt 
wt•rc in officL arc regjstcring so that they can 
~0t wo~·:;-. \Yhcn thr_' I,-:tbour Government 
;,-ere in oflicc, the:- could only get rations; 
to-da\" they arc registering so that they can 
get \rork and n10n('y. As I said, unemploy­
mPnt is on the increase, and that is the 
necessity fm this Dill \Ve cannot leayo these 
Jli'Ople without the means of existence; there­
fore it is nccc~ sary to impo'c this tax. I 
h,; ye bPC'n in touch 1-·lth a n~un her of rlOoplc 
in employment, ancl the. arc quite satisfied 
that the tax ,-hould be imposed. They are 
~;_!ti~ftcd. ~shilc the:T arc luck I' enough to bo 
in \\·orlc to contribute toT,,·(Lrds a fund to 
pmYide 'work for !he ~.e out of rmplo;p11cnt. 
I do not belicYc that ta'l:ation i.s a remedy 
for une1nplo,:pnont. \Vhrn you incrcaf-1' tLxa­
i ion. ;;on are only in~0nsifying the pr.;ition; 
but this tax does nut go into the consolidated 
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revenue. This tax ;,, definitelv for the relief 
of unemplo:vmont, nnd the rrwney is &pent 
on the n·lief of ullCI>lployment. It oHly cost 
4.3 per c,nt. t'o aJmiilistcr (he funJ last 
year, which v . .ts "' great accomplishment. I 
maintain that the Federal Government to­
day are to blanl(' for a gn clt deal of the 
unemployment. The tariff policy of the 
Labour Party in tho Federal Parliament is to 
blame fOi' tliP unPmployment. 

:Mr. P>:ABE: The SPIIate. 

'\It-_ KE:\:'-iY: The Se11ate has nothing to 
do with it. The Labour Goverumcnt put 
tl:cir lariff puliev into dtect, and the whole 
devclopmcr:t of Auslralia is tied up with the 
tariff policy: no n1atter "\Yho n1a•," be iu po\ver 
in the F'-'deral Parliarucnt. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You talk like a child. 

1\lr. KE:'-il'\Y: The hon. member for 
\Varrego rnay say I talk like a child. I.Ii>, 
is the r1rattlc of an old man with the brams 
of a child. 

:Mr. PEASE: Get on with your speech. 

:Mr. KKNXY : I will get on with the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. T.he hon. 
member said that our Government were the 
greediest GO\ emment in the whole history 
of Queensland, because they were taxing tho 
people to find work for the unemployed. 
Is the remark of the hon. member not a 
compliment to the Government, who are 
trying to benefit the unemploye4 . and to 
relieve them in the unfortunate pos1t10n they 
are in? Lot ns look at the figures with 
regard to taxation in this State. The Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition said we were the 
greatest taxing State in Australia, or in 
the world for that matter. I would like to 
quote the taxation per head in this State 
for the last few years, these figures not 
including the unemployment relief tax-

1927-1928 
1928-1929 
1929-1930 
1930-1931 

Taxatiol:l ~er capita. 
£ s. d. 

5 10 9 
5 1 4 
4 12 4 
4 10 1 

It will be seen that there has been a reduc­
tion in taxation per head of population since 
this Government came into power. The Go­
vernment recognise that taxation is not a 
remedy, and that to get over the present 
position we must relieve the people from 
taxation. 

Mr. KrRWAN: You have had a deficit of 
£1.500,000 since you have been in power. 

Mr. KENNY: It has been argued that 
an increasing number of people contributed 
to taxation last year. \V e increased the 
number of people contributing taxation in 
the State, but we also added to the list of 
deductions. Hon. members opposite now 
complain that those pt ople who cannot hear 
tlH~ tax-.ttion arc the 0110~ ,--;ho are bt 'tring 
it. 

At 5.17 p.m .. 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

:Mr. KENNY: I wish to deal with the 
person on the basic wage, w hi eh is fixed for 
a man, his wife, and three children. Let 
us take the taxation paid by a man, his wife, 
and three c.hildren. That man has to earn 
£402 per annum before he pays one pennv 
of taxation. An:v man dr!lewing over £400 
per annum is entitled to pay a tax. \Vhcre. 
ihen, is the argument of the Deputy Leader 

[Jir. Kenny. 

of the Opposition that we are forcing those 
who cannot afford to bear it to pay the 
taxation? It is those who are earning over 
£402 per annum who are paying the taxa­
tion of the State. They are also paying the 
unemployment relief tax on the same basis 
as every other ptrson in the country. vVhat 
have hon. members opposite to complain 
about? I have shown that increased taxation 
is not the trouble in Queensland. Let us 
sec what i., the position of the Federal 
Labour Government. The new taxation since 
the Labour Parry took office in the Federal 
sphere h:1.s bcen very great. From 21st 
X o ;e'l>bcr, 1929, to lOth July, 1931, the 
Federal Labour Government inneased the 
taxation by £30.605,000, on a national income 
that has been reduced during the same period 
by £200,000,000. The Leader of the Opposi­
tion stated that the people have been crucified 
on a croso of gold. He said the production 
of our wealth had decreased, and I agree 
"it.h him. Onr wealth production has 
decreased by £200,000,000, yet the Federal 
Government have increased taxation bv 
£30.000,000 ! The taxation in the Fedenil 
sphere is the cause of the trouble. I quoted 
figure., a few vveek-, ago sho\ving that it was 
estimated that the sales tax would this year 
prorluce £9,000,000 and the primage duty 
£4.500,000. That is direct taxation on everv 
man, woman, and child in regard to oven:-
thing that "\Ye eat, \vear, and usP. ~ 

If hon. lllf''Inbcrs opposite arc sincere and 
thev "-ish to obtain l·olief for the unem­
plo~·ed. I '"k thn1l to 'end a deputation of 
llwir leader and dPputy leader down i'o 
Mr. Scullin to ask him to 1·evise the tariff 
policy of the Ft>deral Government, to with­
draw the sales tax, and get on with the job. 

'.fhe Deputy Leader of the Opposition said 
that we should not have introduced this 
Bill. and that we had no mandate from the 
people to try to relieve the position. Do"' 
he wish us to go on in the same old way 
without making any effort to overcome our 
difficulties? He said that we should have 
fulfilled our promise to find £2,000,000 to 
relieve the position. '\Ve have spent more 
than £2,000,000; but hon. members oppo­
site know quite well that, so far as finding 
£2.000,000 of new money is concerned, no 
such amount of loan monev is available. 
The Premier of New South Wales, Mr. 
Lang, whom the Deputy Leader of the Oppo­
sition went down to support, made a lot of 
promises to the people of New South \Vales. 
Did he keep them? He attempted to do it, 
and he closed the savings bank of New South 
\Vales. He said that he would not reduce 
wagc,i; but his public servants had to go 
without their pay until Queensland and every 
other State in the Commonwealth came to 
their rescue. Hon. members opposite say 
that our Government are responsible for the 
position in Queensland. \Vhen the Labour 
Party took office, they said that the Upper 
House prevented them from doing their 
job. They got rid of the Upper House. 
Then the,- said that l\1r. Bruce was tl1e cause 
of the tr~uble; and llO>Y that l\1r. Bruce ie 
no longer in po1ver thr~ hlan1c u:::;. If wo 
arc rec1neing the Ftandard of living, 1vhat 
about the Labour Governments in other 
States and in the Federal Parliament? Our 
Gm-crnmcnt haYc not reduced the wages of 
Ferlc·ral nublic sen-ant·c. Our GovPrnment 
lwve not' ncked the thousands of returned 
soldiers who were in the ernplovmcnt of the 
Fedenl Government. Our Go,:ernmcnt did 
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not reduce th" old-age pension by a flat rate 
~f 2~. 6d. in the £1. Our Government did 
not reduce invalid pensions. Our Govern· 
ment did not tax the tea the workers drink, 
the tobacco they smoke, or the clothes they 
wear. Thue rerluctions in the standard of 
living were brought about b)' the Feeler::'! 
Labour Government, who c.~Id they wvUJd 
not do the -o things ; t.rwse are increases of 
taxation made by the Federal Labour Go­
vernment. They may argue tha. Labom· 
was forced to do these things. If they do 
argue in that way, ho'Y c.tn they argue that 
.our Government do what they no\\ propose 
from choice? Yet no doubt hon. members 
opposite, as they speak on this question, 
will argue that Labour was forced to do the 
-things I have enumerated, but that our 
GovernnJent arc doiug this from choice. 

I r;,alise that 'e owe a duty to tlw 
nn<"mployed ancl to tlw people of this State. 
I adrnit that the Federal Labour Go\ crn­
rr~ent ho.d no 8ltt'rn:Itive hut to ~arrv out 
cert.-in things that thPy have done. It~ i.;;.: no 
nee the Oppo.sition in this Parliament con­
Jending that we h,we redncPd the standard 
of liYing. Evr~r.v Government in Australia 
has heel to do thal. and to do manv thin"' 
th<>.- did not liko doin!'. 'l'lwy ·had to 
attack thr· conditions of th~ pcoplt' bE>c·ausr 
there wa~ 1:0 a lt(•J'JHttiYo. The Opposition 
sho;1ld at lC'a::.t nHd'\:~ ·Omc con,.trudive sug­
gestions. I f!Dl SlHe thut th l\11nif3ter \Yill 
be only too pleased to adopt any suggestion 
Df ~ con~tructive character. 

The Opposition contend that Uw imposi­
tion of this additional tax: will re·-,ult in 
further un~rnplo0 ment. If that is ,.o. then 
what al-1out the position in Now South ·waiP· 
and other Labour-go1·crned States? New 
Svuth \Vales has flve times the number of 
unemployed that we have. The mother 
State provides the unemployed with rations. 
but doe" not make any work available. Tho 
J,rgnment of hon. mornbcrs opposite is 
<levoid of lo"io and reasoning. They cannot 
bold up ='! ew South \~'ales as an improvement 
"pon Queensland, nor can they boast that 
the system of providing rations in that State 
instead of employment is prefor>tble to our 
own. It is well known that it is costirw· 
the ::\'ew South '\Vales Government ~pproxi­
matcly £7,iJOO,OOD per annum for the relief 
of the unemployed in the form of rations. 
It is also well known that the cost in 
Victoria is approximately £2,000,000, and in 
Bout~ Austr<tha about £1.500,000 per annum. 
In ::-;ew South Wal,-s a tax for this pur­
pose commences with ls. in the £1. and 
•Lhcl'e is a. · uggcstion to increase the amount 
:to 2s. and perhaps 2s. 6d. in the £1. 

Mr. POLLOOK: '\Yhat has that ,o do 11·irh 
the Bill' 

Mr. KE='f:'\Y: I am rdcrring to the 
La.bour policy. If the L.,,Lour polic: 1s 
'Carried out in the Fed -,l.itl ar,-,na and in 
Nc:w South VI ale•., then it io onlv rcctsona bk 
±o assume that. if the Labom: Partv :>re 
1Cturnt~d to po~\· .. -r in t:r:f~C'n"land, .a ~~milar 
policy will be adopbd hero. 'The' Dqmty 
L('ar1cr of the Opposition visited 2\e~.· South 
\Valc·s as the n-;wes.mtative of !hl' Queens­
land Lahour Party to as-,ist t~:c- return to 
power of tho Lang GovHnmcnt. He 
reiurra d to this Ho us and said, " I !u-t YC 

been doing good "' ork in ~ evv South \Valf s. 
I put Jack La.ng in." \Yt' knov.: vt•ry w1•ll 
Jhat afLer he came- ba,J\: he n.dYoc~:.tL'l..I tht~ 

Lrrng rohcy. HP advocated rf'jludiation, 
and so did his party. 

Mr. POLLOCK: What ha' that to do with 
the Bill? 

:Mr. KENNY: It has quite a lot w do 
with the unemployed, and this Bill deaL' 
"ith the unemplo.) eel. If we repudiate onr 
indebtcdn0ss, ho\', are \VO to get the nrces::Jar. 
rnonr--:: to rtJiove thr, situation. \\hat i:'-l to 
Le ot~r position if the policy of t:cc Doputv 
'Loader of !.he Oppooition i• adopted·; Ho 
arc we to obtain fresh capiLl to absorb rl· _ 
ncoplc in inJmtry '! The Oppo•ition ha'. •: 
~clmittnl that the lll"' unable to offer any 
const.ructiYP ~nggc-'stlon. They arc .._n·ep::Lre-d 
to allow tlw po ition to cl- ift until. .•. r'1 :; 
• ·<-, .they re a eh th'- TrPasury bcnc·hcs, v;Len, 
"' lhe, .-ay, they will do the job. It is 
onlv rcas01wblc to arguo that tho job wili 
be ~done in the samo \V a v as it has be·.'?l 
donr- in Nev.· South \Yale'S, in the Fedc•rai 
~phert', a.nd in other Labour-gon:·rnecl Stare,-;. 
Tho Loader of the (•-pposition and the 
DC'puty Leader oi the Opposition h'1ve 
argued that the relid worke1 ... 'hould be paid 
the basic IYagoc. I should be very nleused 
to be able to·- go to my people and '~Y that 
every rnnn £'rnplo~, od in Queenslctnd "'.Ya:<. in 
rccelpt of the ba:::::ic 'vagc. It i::; ncc0~~~ar" 
to IJrovide th£' \vork. but we n1u~t first tind 
the n1on0y. 

\Vhen we go looking for money, we all 
know th.:'t we arc at once referred to the 
Loan Council. The Loan Council control; 
the linancc' of ~~ ustralia and also all bor­
rowings. \Yhcn we approach the LDan 
Council, we arc then referred to the bank­
ing institutions. \Ye know quite well that 
the Loan Council consists of !'!1e Premiers 
and Treasurers of the Federal and State 
Governments, including the F<>deral Labour 
Prime Minister, the Federal Labour TrHt· 
surer. and the Labour Premier' of New 
South \Vales, Victoria, and South Australia. 
Hon. members opposite have freely stated 
that Australia is to-day being ruled by the 
banks, and that these institutions are the 
eause of all our trouble. There again they 
aikmpt to shift the responsibility from the 
shoulders of the representatives of the .-arr­
ous Governments to the shoulders of the 
banking institutions. '\Ve have had evidence 
recently to show that the banks do not 
posorss the money which hon. members oppo· 
site have alleged. \Ve all know that a run 
on the bank caused the clowre of the New 
South \Vales savings bank, that two banks 
in Brisbane closed their doors, and that the 
Primarv Producers Bank of Australia 
entirely suspended operations. Still hon. 
members opposite sav that the banks have 
all the money ! They know quite well that 
the banks are merely the custodians of the 
deposit,, of tho people who lodge their mane: 
with those !institutions for safe keeping. 
They al'o know that the banks, in . turn. 
lend that money to Governments and mdus­
trv. So liberaily have the banks advanced 
monevs that thev have loaned out 100 per 
cent. of the deposib and 5 per cent. of their 
res• n-es. Col!l-d we ha v0 any more proof 
of the fact that the banks do not possess th'' 
money that hon. members opposite argue the,, 
clo" That is acknowledg-ed by the Fedc1·al 
Labour Treasurer and the Federal Labom· 
Party, bccau',e they have for sorne titne past 
been advocating a fiduciary currency. 

IH tt·_ying- to g-rapple with this problem and 
the financial position throughout the world 

ilfr. Kenny.] 
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the variou~ Labour leaders arc beginning 
to n·alisc that Labour's policy cannot be 
given practical effect to. That is tanta­
mount to acknowletlging that Labour has no 
policv to eoh·e the problem. Only recently 
we h:od the fact of :'vir. Hamsay :\lacDonald, 
the l=tte Labour Prin1e lvlinistcr in Britain, 
forming a N ationnl G oyernrnPnt to oYerco1ne 
the economic crisis. If Labour should be 
11nfortunatc enough to recapture the Trca­
BHr,- b0nchcJ of Qw:•cnslancl, we \Ycu1d find, 
when the Deputy- Leader of Oppos;tion 
atl'cmptcd to put into effect policy of 
rc1 ndiat'on. !bat the prc -0nt Leader would 
J•mbd}ly net ··uppbrt him. 

\Iinistcr he dealt ve;··- fnll·· with th" 
)~l' quf:'st;on of lHJCnlploy'incnt.~ He lws 

Fho,Yn what has bc~en do: 1 Q. and \Yhat the 
J•Olicy of the Government is. According to 
the information h0 furnished. 25.000 men 
ha vc !wen granted some form of 'rnploymcnt. 

,;cne still r, rrcat nurnber of Vi'Ol·k-., 

!o be clone- -in Korth QucE>nsland. 

l\1r. PEASE: Including the rrcrJnditioning 
c,f the Ethcr·idgc railway. 

~.i,·. KE"-"KY: I am glnd the D2puty 
Leader 0f the Oppooition interject·. bccauee 
1ht:t rc1nlnds n;.c tl1at I nskld hirn the other 
·day if lt0 were ;.pc' a king· fen· his party when 
Jr said that he objcctt~d to th .. t \" .)l'k being 
r1onc un._1cr the uncrnployment relief schcn1e, 
and he tiel he wn~. 

:\Ir. PE.\SE: \Ye object to it being done 
at ~tarY{!tion rates. 

21ft. KE;\TNY: I am not convinced of the 
sincerity of the objectio.t of hon. mc·mbc•rs 
<•pposite to that work. I maintain !hat tlw 
work ·of ~·econditionjr:g the Etheridgo rail­
way should be done; and I am asking the 
Ministrr to earn: out this work. even if it 
Jnnst be done LJ.nder the unernployrneut rcliPf 
scheme. I shall not cease mv advocacv for 
lhat work until it is an accomplished fact. 

If it is not done by this Government, then 
I ·will not cease to ur_g'e it on the next 
Government. There is plenty to be done so 
far as this work is concerned. I maintain 
that men are bette1· employed earning that 
money in the outlying portions of this State 
"here they have an opportunity to establish 
themselves on the land than in being idle. 
This is the only comprehensive scheme that 
has been e'.o1ved in Australia. I do not sav 
that thP scheme is the last word in the sol~­
tion of the unemployment problem; it can 
r~ improved upon. There arc \':arks in North 
Quecnsland-one particularly in my own elec­
torate-which could be undertaken, where 
roads could be opened, and adjoining land 
selected with adYantage to men ,_,·ho would 
be given a living area and established for 
life. That. of course, is different from the 
>chemc that was put forward to the Minister 
under \Yhich men wonld bP given 5-acre 
1->locks, on which they could do no more than 
stan-0. Too many instances haYe already 
bfru brought to 011r not:ice \vhcrc n1cn on 
insuff-icient areas hayo haD. to invoke the 
o.ssistance of the Government in order to 
nnry on. I do not intend to speak further, 
hut. in conclusion, I would urge the Deputy 
Leader of the Oppo;;ition and his colleagues 
to offer something constructive--comothing 
that will imply a better scheme than the 
Histing one. I know the Minister will be 
only too plc~sed to accept any sound sugges­
ti<'n. 

[Mr. Kennv. 

21Ir. COOPER (Brcmer) [5.37]: The hon~ 
m cm bcr who has just resumed his seat has 
asked us to put fon:rard a better schcn1e than 
that which is now in operation; but I am 
aftaid the suspension of !he Standing Orders 
will not permit mo to do so. The hon. mem­
ber for Cook has given us a fine illustrat!on 
of a type of politi"ian v;o have been readmg 
of in the last few months. The Trc tsuror 
would probably know the type; they liv;, on 
racccour, ?s and are known as " hedgers. 

nlr. KEXC\Y: Mr. Speaker,-I rise to J. 

1~oint of order. ~rhc hon. me~nber for Brcmer 
Las insinuated that I arn a p0rson kno\vn as 
a "hedger." Tho tf-r:m is offenf'iYc to f!le, 
am] I ask tLdt tlh' hm1. memb0r withdraw ;t. 

:VIr. SPE.\KER: I ask tlte hon. me m her 
to \Yithdra\v the off0nsi'.~c remark. 

.:\Lr. COOPrH: t\~nni~Jv. l_\lr. ~pe-~k-'r, 
if the tcJ!ll 1~ offc'I;,i\·P. ·r \\ithdraw it; 
I have uo alternative. T did not intend to 
~;t, offensive, but l do say that on the race­
coul ,,cs there are persons kno·wn as hedg~ rs. 
That type of person invests a rath_er large 
:-.ur11 vf 1no~lCV iu n. ccrta1n ducction, and 
tl!Cll, to saYO ·himself. he la~, s _off a cert;:in 
amount h0re and there. lie Is not unltko 
1hc type_ of ,Jo!itician who. htning r;lace~. all 
bs pol!ttt -t! fatth on a certam party s poncy. 
toward~ the end of hi< speech lays off a 
little bit. The hoa rnemlwr for Cook, ~o­
-,·ucL the end of hio spe0ch, said that. whtl& 
thi,; scheme the very best that could be 
du.igncd. it y.:cs not all that it ought to be. 
As 'the hon. member said, " I could gtv& 
'e>mot.hing better myself. I could suggest 
,omcthing much br r-tcr than a 5-aet·e . farl_ll 
on "-hich m"' would ·starve; and I wrll stt 
on the doorstep of this Go\·ernmcnt and on 
the• doorstop of all gm ernments until the_ end 
of my time or until I get th\0 thinl?s I ,;Jesue." 
Tbt is whab I meant by "hedgmg. 

Th<· ho11. member also displayed that con­
son-atiYP t~, pc nf 111ind that earnest but 
1ni~gnided yonng 111011 g-f'ncrally have. ~e 
refP1TP,] t.o ::\ir Ha1nsa:v l\IacJ?orw}d s 
defection from the LaL-onr Party m J<.ng­
bui. I would remind the hon. member 
that the scheme to which the great bulk ?f 
the British Labonr Pa.rty objected was m 
connection with the desire to save £96,000,000 
in one year and the decision that £66,000,000 
of that should be se1wd from the payments· 
to the unemployed. The objection of the 
La hour Partv to the; scheme was the fact that 
the hulk of the savi"g would be effected at 
the expense of the underdog. Enough of th& 
hon. member for Cook ! 

I was struck \c·ith some of the information 
giYcn to us b; the Minister in hiB speech. 
He told no th,;:t of the money that has been 
spent £200,000 has been spent !n tJ:e city 
of Brisbane and £400,000 outstdc m ~he 
country. He ju9t drew that broad !me 
between Brisbane and. its suburbs and the 
rest of Que0nsland. and I was struck wtth 
the r0markable definiteness of the lme. It 
was char cut, and showed clear differcntia­
i ion bNwcen Brisbanr> and the rest of 
Queensland. And I was just wondering why 
the l\Tin1 iPr ccrdd not indnce his Govern~ 
nlCJJt to nmkc sin1il11r clcarnes~ in the n1atter 
of the cknnrc".t.ion of eleotorates in the 
Electoral Districts Bill with which we dealt 
a little while ago. 

The Minister also said that this expendi­
ture of money showed how the unemployed 
in the countrv had been catered for 
at the cxpct1se d the unemployed 
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in the city; and he said that, by their large 
(·xp<mditluc of money in the country, the 
Gov0rnment v. ere taking the unemployed 
from the city to the country. It i; not fair 
for the :Minister to try to have it both 
wan. Ho cannot talk about the expenditure 
of · £~00,000 for the benefit of the country 
nEemplovcd if he says the expenditure of 
that £400,000 had the effect of attracting 
many of tho unemployed from the city to 
the country. That remarkable double state­
ment tr:·ing to get the benefit both ways 
"'"' made by the 1\Iinistcr. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AKD lNDl::STRY : 
The \York is done in the country. 

::\Ir. COOPER: The work is done in the 
country, ami the city unemployed are 
ellg,_-f!~d on that ,~·ork, as thP Ipe.wich uncnl­

-Jl]oyed know. \Yhcn 1 he Minicter tried to 
make out that the Govern. wnt had been 
panicnlarl~, good to the country unenl­
plo:·ed at the expense of the city unemployed 
he is endcaYonring to make out a case that 
his figurrs \vill not sustain. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDl::STRY : 
That is not my <:asc. 

:\lr. COOPER: lt ;, part of it. 1 \Yould 
be sorry to try to deal >Yith the whole of 
the Minister's case ir. the short time I 
am allO\rcd. The Minister also particularly 
stressed the fact that under the relid scheme 
goods shed work had Lccn done at Roma 
Street and r~C grading bad been done on the 
::\ orth Cmt st line 'between Brisbane and 
Gympi0, with the result that where 278 tons 
of freight could be hauled in the past 
to-day 510 tons of freight could be hauled. 
That is a big work; but I want to point 
out that that work was commenced by the 
Labour GoYerument, and paid for at the 
best wages. Over "nd aboYe that,, the 
work at the goods shed at Homa Street, the 
C'iorth Coast deviation, and the regrading 
work ''" all objected to by the Nationalist 
Party when they sat on this side of the 
Hou. r. :\ow they arc asking to be given 
credit for doing this work-not from general 
taxation-not from the deep pockets of the 
whole of the people of Queensland-but from 
the shallow pockets of the workers. \Vorks 
'uch as tho enlargement of the goods shed 
at Roma Street, the construction of a better 
lino between Brisbane and Gympie so that 
a higher tonnage may bo hauled. is work 
of a national character, which should be 
borne by the national exchequer; and it 
;, doubh wrong to ask the uncmp;oyed and 
the basic v·age workers of this State to 
bear the burden of such national work. 
The ~vliListcr cannot dcnv that thio rno'tcv ;, 
being taken from the po~ket, of th{~ wurk,crs. 
"\gain the :\1inistor cannot haYo it both 
ways. Ho said that lhis tax was in itself 
a l'cdistribution uf income. It took from 
tl·0sc who had and (;·rtve to those who had 
·or. Yet at the inhoductory stage of this 
llle.~.snl~', wlH'n the Oppoc.-ition moved that 
there should be an exemption of £104 per 
an!nnn. what d1c1 th~ ::\Tinister ~rry '! I--Ic 
F-aicl. "' I cannct accept such an arn8ndn1ent 
for the simnlo reason that ono-third of this 
tax -·rou!d ;lot. then hP roller ta:J." If oiJC-
third i to collected from people who 
rceciYe h <;'~ £104 per annum, ('an "'OU 
{ o~~L ~i \"I? of a 1norc l niquitous tax? Again 
I ,.,,. that cith<er the statcm0nt of the :Vfinis­
tL·r ;hnt this i:-: a redistribution c1f incon1e is 
not .orat0mcnt in accordance with fact, or 

his other statement that one-third of the 
tax will come from people in receipt of less 
than £104 por annum is not a correct state­
nlc•nt. _.:'\gain, the ).rfinic'tcr cannot ha vc it 
both ways. 

I notice that the hon. gentleman made 
reference to the training of boys in various 
directions, and I see from the papers that 
they arc to be trained in woodwork, sheet­
metal work, and in some other directions. 
This is alleged to be a help to boys who gu 
upon farms. ="fohody who has given any 
study to the subject can deny that there is 
good in the elementary training of boys 
in this direction. I myself have sL en a good 
deal of the training of boys who at the 
present time are unable to get cmplo_ymont. 
I have seen capable bo~ J doing splendid 
work in connection with woodwork, engineer­
ing. and sheet-metal work. I say that that 
is the real work of the GoYernment, and it 
should not be the duty of parents to provide 
the moaey for the training of these boys. 
If ono- third of the monev under this scheme 
is to come from those \vho receive less than 
£104 per annum, surol:v it is fair to sur1nise 
that at least two-thirds of the money will 
come from people with income~ of £200 " 
year or less: If two-thit·ds of the money 
ls corning from workers on and under the 
basic \'Yage. I say it is an unjust in1position 
to put upon those parents the whole cost of 
the training of their children in this par­
ticular direction. One of our boacts in this 
State is that education is free, but there 
can be no freedom in 0ducation where the 
parents ar<> charged with such a heavy 
impost for the education of their children. 

There is a dangerous aspect in regard to 
this question. I believe the most dangerous 
lLUli \YC' h .Y(' tO·(l]_. is th(' j_~ck of all 
trades a-nd master of none. He 'generally is 
more costlv to the country than useful, and 
we arc lii~eh- bv this cc.heme of the Min­
i "ter's, unlC's~ ''"{; arc Y0ry C\1Teful, to turn 
out a "'reat armv of half-educated youths 
who ha~c no trad-e whatever, and who will 
not be ablo in the futuro to apply in the 
earning of their liv0lihood \vhat they have 
learnt. 

The job of !he Go.-crnment is to do the 
joh they told the parents they would do-to 
find employment for our boys and girls, to 
provide apprenticeships which the bo) s an~ 
girls are waiting fm· to gi.-e them that posr­
tion in life afi-crwards to which they are 
entitled. One of the tragedies of the policy 
of the Government is that they are a " from 
day to day Government"; t~ey have no per­
spectiYe thev cannot sec mto the future. 
ThPv h~ve done nothing to proYide for the 
futci're in any way whatever; their only 
concern is for thP imr,0diatc needs of to­
day and to-mo-rrow. 'l'hcy have not the 
foresight ,,-hich will allow them to do some­
thing for the rising generation. All they 
seom able to do is to attempt to make some 
provision for bovs to get upon. a fa_rrn i_n 
'"me \Vay or other, and to be tramed m thrs 
or that particular way, but they have noth­
ing defmite in regard to their future. Can 
this Government assure the boy who goes 
on to a farm that. if he trains as n farmer, 
he >vill be able to ·get land on which he may 
put to good use his knowledge as a farmer? 
Is this Government doing anything to pro­
Yidc markets for the extra produce -..vhich 
will be grown as a rc"ult of training these 
boys to become primary producers? Is there 
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nny scheme, for instance, by which the wheat 
they will grow will find a market overseas? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What did 
'>our Government do in that direction? 
:<\bsolutcly nothing! 

:VIr. COOPER: The Secretary for Railways 
know'•, if any man in this House knows, 
hov.• '.1clly th0 parents of this country were 
berra•·ed b' this GoYernment. He knO\'-'S 
1 he riromis~ marle to the mothers and the 
fathers as to wlwt would be done for then· 
bo•:; and girls. He knows, for probably he 
!IHldc t!Jerr, with his tongue in hi>, check. 
that' thc;;c pro1nl:o;c·s \Yrro nla·de clclibcratf'ly 
H> mislead tlw peopl0. I v;ant to know '"ho 
· going to do the canva-...,ing fo1 the job':l 

.:;_\ hm .. d_-, which 1 he SPcrPtar·,- for Labour and 
ludthtry spob• a little wl1ilc ago. He said 
1t would be tlH~ir u1deavour to find jobs 
fot· thr.se bo:• ''· What jobs 9 \Yhen•? l 
'"JUld like to refer tlt0 1\1inis.ter to the 
,tatemcnt mad" by the President of th0 
Cwmbcr of }fanufactures in the cib of 
Brl, bane just· after bis GovPrnnwnt ( J.nF~ 
into power. Hr; urged every employ<T 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
St,,te to flnd o.tc nlor._; job for 011e more 
man. That was the appeal of Alderman 
CamJ1bcll. 

~1r. KrnvlAl\: The Graziers' As~Jciation at 
Long re, eh said 1 he sarne thing. 

1\Tr. COOPER: H was a great appeal 
j~"sn~d by a grertt X,ationalist in a grc~t 
:'\Rtionalist cause. The trouble is that 1t 
1va;;; issue-d in tJw ::\ ationalist cause, and not· 
iE the :'\iational cause. The appc.tl was 
issued to save the :'\ationalist Party. Alder· 
man Campbell could have issued that appeal 
t-ix n1onths earlier, when the Labou1~ Govcrn­
meHt were in power ; but he preferred to 
is"H' it after the :'\ationalist Government 
ctme into power-not for the sake of the 
people who were out of work, hut for the• 
Eake of the Qoyernnwnt who had then come 
into power. Hon. Jnt:nlbcr-s opJlOsite cannot 
'"-Y they belong to a :'\ ational Government 
in the widest sene<• of that term. That 
~tands out very plainlv from vvhat haR bee,! 
clone by them' in the last two and a·h.,!f 
years. 

The Minister aho spoke about a land 
settlement proposal. If I were to say any· 
thing about land settlement, I would saY. 
'' BewarP of experts, particularly in lar;d 
settlement." I do not think anv hon. 
member ueed be told of the pitfalls into 
'i. hi eh the previous GoYernmcnts were' led 
en connpction with land U'tt]emfmt-parti· 
cularly for returned sr,!diers-by the experts. 
Pr 'Cti<""'a.llv every st:?ttlcnlent that VYas under­
taken was g•tJal:alltced by the expnts; and 
how man=· of them failed? 

~Ir. BoYD: An• you rf'fPrring to Becr-
burrun1? 

\Ir. COOPER : I am. and to others. 
~Ir. BoYn: Your people were iu chargt...'. 

~Ir. COOPER : It was thoroughly recom· 
nwncled by tltc• experts of the department. 
1 t \Vas no1 reconnnf'ndcd by a117 2\Iinistc", 
but <'".nll'stl.v b.v the experts of the• dep:,rt­
mcnt; and in the case of CYCl'V other settle. 
1ncnt th0 l'PCOnuncrHLttion v~·a::- rnade in 
f'xa~·tt th~' ~-lnle a':. There was a o·cntle­
rP n in th1~· Hou ,P.' the hon. 1nPn1h~1' fnr 
\\'ind~or, \vho \Va~ On the Land Scttl;ment. 
·Cm EJliltct_. I think it. rnav have ber-n .rour­
hlf, '·h. Spcakn. He c-aid that tlw Land 
S~·ttlC'llit~nt Connn1th_... had done itR -wDrk 
in a vt ry pxccllpnt -,~·a~. IIe gaYL' to it 

fJ!r. Cooper·. 

every possible credit, bcc,u"e h<' bdie' cJ i; 
had done its work lll'O)JL'rl.v: and, whateYel' 
the mistakes that "ere made. I boliove the", 
were matlP on the advice of expPrb. vVluit 
o{ the Coor11inya scttlmnent. llC'ar Ipswich·: 
1 t was boomed ·bv the Chamber of CornmN<'f' 
in Ips"·ich. The~· came to the MinistPr. and 
urged the GoYennncnf to settle ;;;oldicr=-- nt 
Coo1ninva. Ura7it•r:-:,. fanners. men \vho had 
wide e~ppricncc ln the \V est ~lore! on di8-
trict. urgPcl the Government to fix the 
st•ttlrmcnt at Coo1ninya, T~w :,0ttlement wa5 
fi'<Pd thNo: and I do not believe that one 
1nan n•nw.in~ on that 8L'ttleu1ent to-day_ 

;\h. ;\IAHEH: There is one then•. 

Mr. COOPER: Perhaps in the whole of 
that district thr'r<' '""s one little• pocket of 
suitable soil. The whole of that settlement 
was a mistake-not a mistake so much on 
the part of the Government as a mistake on 
the part of the experts, who so earnestly and 
continuallv advised that settlement. I warn 
the Minister of experts. So ERr as expert;; 
in land are concerned, I certainly stand with 
the hon. rnc"mher for Bowt•n in having the 
greatest suspicions of them. The Minister 
has .·tated that it will be possible to settle 
people on unused alienated land with the 
consent of the owner, and to assist them bv 
granting rations up to the value of the inter­
mittent relief work to which such a person 
wou]J be entitled. The Minister has also 
stated that it might be contended that the 
person should be entitled to a reward in 
the same way as a prospector w.ho discovers 
a mineral field. He pointed out that, if a 
]ll'OSph:tor Ji,COYPrPd a mineral field and 
floated a company, he was entitled to all he 
got. We on this side agree with that; but 
we also say that. if a man takes up five or 
ten acres of privat.e land, makes it pro· 
ductive and becomes successful, then he is 
just as much entitled to the whole of his 
product as a man who discovers a mineral 
field. If an unemployed man takes up five 
or ten acres of alienated land and makes a 
success of it, then he 'lhould be given the 
land as his. 

Mr. KENNY: But you do not believe .in 
the freehold tenure. 

Mr. COOPER: I believe that there should 
be no further alienation of Crown land. That 
is the platform of the Labour Party. 

Mr. KELSO: You are hedging. 

Mr. COOPER: I am not a hedger. The 
platform of the Labour Party has for twenty 
years contained this plank, "No further 
alienation of Crown land." The Labour 
Partv has neve1· threatened alienated land 
except by way of taxation. If the Minister 
is prepared to use alienated land, then in 
common justice to the person who makes a 
succeos of the land such person should be 
given the land as his. He should be given 
that land if he makes a success of land 
that was not previously succe,•fully used. A• 
a prospector is entitled to all the minerals 
he finds, so the man wh:> makes a success 
in production from the land should be 
entitled to the whole of the production; and 
he cannot have the whole of the production 
nnlcs" the l 1.:d is his. 

Some little time ago a man in Ipswich 
having between £70 and £100 wrote to the 
Minister asking to be put upon one of these 
five·acre or ten·acre blocks, saying that he 
was prepared to sink in it the money he 
had in haml, provided the Minister guaran· 
teed him ratiom until :"Uch time as he was 
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on his feet. Up to the present he has 
received no reply to his proposal; and I 
believe it has been received somewhat with 
a cold shoulder. I cannot understand that. 
lf it is a good thing to place men on the 
land who have no money, then surely it is 
a better proposition to place on the land 
men with £70 to £100 who are prepared to 
use the money in the purchase of implements 
and stock. 

The SECRETf,RY FOR RAILWAYS: Supposing 
he has £300? 

Mr. COOPER: I should say that he would 
then have no need to go to the Minister 
for assistance. A man with onlv £70 to 
£100 cannot possibly support himself for 
six or twelve months. He can merely buy 
a few head of stock and a few implements; 
but a man with £300, £400, or £600 could 
probably do for himself by obtaining the 
aid of the Agricultural Bank. The man 
with a small amount of money cannot do 
for himself; and I ask the Minister to 
give particular attention to the case of the 
man I have referred to. 

I appeal to the Minister for a liberalisation 
of this scheme. The man who does a day's 
work is entitled to what the country con­
sidns to be a day's pay. It is the boast 
of the Minister and of the people in charge 
of int0rmittent relief work. at least up my 
way, t,hat the men engaged on intermittent 
relief work are giving as good a day's work 
as the men employed by the local authorities 
or anywhere else. 

Thf' SFCRE1 \RY FOR LAROFR AND INDGSTRY: 
Quite right. 

'.\Ir. COOPER: The work that these men 
do-the relief work and intermittent work­
!::J h!ird ]abonr, and it is laborious labour. 
\Yhcn a mon rccejyed rations previou5<lv. 
having p1~actically no 'York to do, his iuroarls 
on the larder v:0re not very great; but, wh0n 
a rnRn do0r a ha.rd d.ay's conRcientious \VOrk, 
he rmnrs borne tired; and so that hn IllaY 

huild up the phvsical 'ener!Tv that {~ 
destroy,~ d, he m a kos' !"rea ter im~oach on the 
larder than is ordinarily the case. In doinP-' 
e0 he mnet take from his wife and 
childrer;, EvPrv wife and mother knm'a 
tlnt: fLDd natural1v the bulk of the 
food th~t iB purchaeod rnu,t go to thn "age­
('arnf'r "Tho hns to dn the one, t,,,,o, or three 
days' hflrcl \York fo~· the money he rcccivv". 
I tlrryc the: Minister to make up the earnings 
of the relief work at le-ast to the basic w ;g-e. 
The litilP extra rnonov thus rcceiwd will 
allow th- o:ood homr-"ih to make that pro­
vision for the enPrg.:,- \Yhich a n1an lFC's up by 
rt lf::n of the Iabo1·iou'3 work. nnrl at iho 
Ran1e t.inH~ give to lwr nnd her ~children th('ir 
fair sktrP of the amonnt allowed them, 
iP.sufficlent as it' j, F·ailing that~ I urgP 
the "\lini. icr h considrr the qnc,tion of 
giy}ng the relief 1vork~ rs an extra da;;'s 
work. ... 

ThP ~---. ·::.r.TARY ·on L.\nOFn Axn TxnusT~Y: 
If it i !i nancinll, poS3ibl<•, th·~t ·, ill be do:te. 

'\lr. COOPEH: I urg-e iho hon. gntlcman 
to rnakr> -i.J.- fi:wnc"Jlly possiblE'. IIo h<l" "Teat 
~col- r- i~~ t1H") inc:._·:n"s frnl:l £~~0 o_ £·~00 nr 
£:00 a·"l nm,arr], h allow that t'o be dr:-w. 
I ,y.a~!t to {/rL"~\V tht- hoP. gentleman's ;:~ttc;1-
ficm tn a ne• h"r rnn.L r-r, and Hu1t :is tn nutke 
proy;sion a' fen· a' hP can for the romcn 
and girls of Iwwich and district. Thov 
nre a ~-"f'i'ion of our \Vorkers who have 
enjoyed in th~ past a fair amount of work. 

We had a shirt factory in Ipswich which i> 
now closed, and the only two woollen mills 
in the State, which employed females to a 
larce extent, are not working regularly. \Ve 
also have a clothing factory in Ipswich, but 
that ie not \Yorking with absolute regularity 
on account of tho depre.'- 5ion; therefore, 
much work that was given previously to 
fnnale worker:< is not no'v available. rThat 
mean-, that there is a big number of 
women and g1rls in the Ipswich district out 
of '':ark. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY: 
Establish your Social Service League in 
Ipswich, and I will see what I can do to 
assist you. 

'.\Ir. COOPER: For many years there have 
been two benevolent societies in existence 
in Ipswich. Even in good times there are 
people \vho need assistance, while in bad times 
the number grmvs, and grows considerably. 
For iong years-longer perhaps than tho 
Minioter himself can count-these benevolent 
societies havtc ber'n in existence, and have 
done good and faithful \York. It has been 
their job in good and in bad seasons to 
continue that work. They have the place 
organised probably as no other centre in 
Queensland is organised. They know the 
needy people, and they know those who are 
likely to try to imposn on them. In a small 
centre like Ipswich you cannot put over 
much impo~it.ion because everybody is 
kno,·n. But because these societies, having 
done their work year in and year out 
faithfnllv and well to the satisfaction of 
their subscribers-because these two societies 
have not joined up v:ith the Sociai Service 
League, tlwy arc banned and considered to 
1:>• outside the p:tlc. 

The SECRET~\RY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY: 
They need only affiliate. 

::\lr. COOPER: They were esked to pay 
a fee and contribute towards the expenses of 
the org-anieing secretary. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY: 
A purely nominal fee. 

"\ir. COOl'ER: That is a shocking imposi­
tion to put on \Yomen ;.-ho have given of 
their best in the service of the poo,· and the 
n• 'Kly. 'I' hat is a poor recompense to peoplo 
\'. ho have acted so faithfully. I urg-e the 
Minister to waive the instruction about 
affiliation with the Social Servic,, League. 
I ran ..- :3'::mre him~ a-;; can oi'hcrs also~ that o, r­
lapping cannot exist for very long in Ip;­
wich. In an.r case, surely it is better that 
C1Yerlapping bhculd exist tL.an that tl1 ·r;; 
hould be undprlapping. 
The s .. cRET.\RY FOR LABOUR H:D I"'DUSTRY: 

Let thorn afiiliate. 
illr_ COOPER: Thc'o socictic~•-, which h 'VC< 

d_ollc noble v Hk and are doing no:_,lc work, 
feel very bittcdy tho fact that P subsidy 
ha• b~on denied thrm. 1\:'ow th, Ministe~ 
had an opportunity to do eomething, to let 
,'oo past go, ''nd g-i,·o the 'ocietirs that 
rcco:::nit-ion ''Thich is th~_ ir due. Into no 
bctt~"'r }Jands could the work be giYcl. I 
ran guarantee thr1t no n1nnc.r alloc:iLcd under 
this RchC'rrlc ro·c.l '1 Le bcttr:r applied than 
to the socic. ics \Yhich I hnve 1ncntioncd. l: 
r~sk the hon. gcntlunan to review the situa.­
tion, and. in tho largcn''~s of his heart. t"t 
g·ive to those societies that which is their 
dnc. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND IND"CSTRY : 
We ask them to affiliate. 

Mr. Cooper.] 
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l\lr. COOPER : 'fhat is a mliwr point. 
After th1rty or fortJ years' serdce to the 
poor it 1s a very weak tribute to think that 
a mbsidy is denied to them because Lhey 
refuse to affiliate. 

If the :'vfinictcr cannot do all the thiug·s 
asked for, I urge him to do eome of them. 
Cb1·i:: L1nas is cLawing near; 1ve Gore within 
three months of it. There are some demands 
made upon u·.; at Christmas; and I ask the 
I\·finistcr not to on•rlook thi.· season, at any 
rate. If he can do nothing else in regard to 
the appeals I have made, I urge him at 
least to give to all men on interm1ttcnt and 
relief work a full week's work on the basic 
wage just before the season of "Peace on 
earth, goodwill toward men." 

:vlrs. LONG MAN (Bulirnba) [7.4]: It is 
very unfortunate that it has been founcl 
necessary to increase the unemployment 
rehef tax. The Ciovernment regret that very 
much incleed, and they have not done it 
because they like doing it. We have heard 
repeatedly that this is a form of raising 
taxation, and we have been asked '• Do you 
think the Pf'Ople can stand any {nore taxa­
tion?" The Government fully realise that 
the people cannot stand more taxation if 
there is no necessity for taxation; but there 
comes a time when we have t0 choose 
between two evils. vV e cannot choose to let 
the people suffer n,ore than can be avoided 
and. when those \'. ho "·ill bear 1ho burdm~ 
of this cxlra taxation kno,v, us many of 
them do already, the splendid work that has 
been done by the departnwnt to provide 
work in orclt!r to give people food then 
the. will be quite ready to rcnde;· that 
extra help towards those 'more unfortunate 
tlu'~~n thernsch-es. 'rhe I\iinhtcr is to be verv 
much congratulated on the wav in which h'e 
has carried out this difficult work. No doubt 
it has been ·"- tremendous task; but, from 
what. we know--and we on both si-des of 
the House do know what has been done to 
deal with this clifficult question-we cannot 
but give him praise for the wav in which 
he has pcrformecl the work; and we should 
be ready as o .. c body to help him forward. 

It. is distinctly creditable that in spite of 
all the extra \·:ork thrtt has been involved 
:in conEcction "\Vith the.-Je schmnc.i, so little 
extra cost ha' been incurred. The l\linister 
has told us ihat the cost involved in the 
administration cf this fund has been onlv 
so _ _l1ething like 4.3 per cent. That is Yer~' 
creditable imlcc.J. \Ve haYe been to!~l 
thrcnghou~ tlJj,. discn sion that uncmploc'· 
ment h.-~ n1cn ts~d irc~-:lCndously in Queens­
land. Of course it has increased· but I 
eho::dd like t~ po:nt out that since 'January 
of l st year It has increa~c'd in Xe-.: South 
·wales by ar'out 25 pc1· cent., and throtwhout 
tlre n1etropolita-l di3tric1s of :\fe\v South 
\Vale•. it has incrcn,,ccl b:· almost 50 per 

co::Jgratulato our::wlY( '3 th.-,_t 
· much b· ttcr no .. ~tion. 

lt is at this crisi~ in the 
of th~) 

t- • • vYorkin ~-
to~1r• ... h0r and /~1V1ng of our !}(~st. to\vards a 
so.._ution of tnJs p1oblcm qu1to HTCS_;_)e:.tivo 
of p11rty. 

To-day the Leader of the Opposition, in 
a pa.'CI<;nate Dl_ttbnrst of words, gave m, what 
he cons1dors w1ll be a solution of the trouble 
vVe "l! know that this scheme is not th~ 
ul~imate solution of the trouble. We haYe 
sa1d from the very beginning that it is only 

[1lir. Coo}Jer. 

a palliative. \Ye still say that it is a palliu­
ilYC; but nonL of u_, is una warL1 of the fa;_·t 
tliat there arc hig things that 1nust be done 
throughout the world if we arA to brino­
about linanciul and ecoEomie stttllili ty. Th~ 
Leader of the Opposition spoke on this 
matter at considCl'a ble length; but I fail to 
see that he, a' the leader of a partr, ic; hclp­
in.g ns ut all jn Queen~land to day to deal 
\nth tlw imrrwdia.tc problem and that must 
come first. In Queensland should be a 
C'oalltion .. or at l0ast a co-opl'ration, of both 
p{lrtle~ working together to rnakc better the 
lot of the mwmploycd; to make better the 
conditions in illdustr·y; and, although the 
Uovernn1ent ar. strong cn.ough both in 
numbers and in will and ability to go ahead 
and do what has to be done to help Queens­
land through this difficult time, yet how 
much c:rsiPr and better it would be for the 
whole of the State if we had the co-operation 
of hon. members opposite! I think that, when 
we know-·a11d 1-vc do kno\v-that some of 
tltr ·n at least realise that we are doing the 
best thing it is poesible to clo; and when 
we know tlutt they feci that, and that 
they are not loath to say so jn private 
conversation, it is most disappointing that 
here~-and I cannot but think it is onlv for 
pr~paganda purposes-they do nothing but 
nhfy -.hat the Go\'ernment have done and 
are doing ro-clay. Just after lie.tening to th<> 
speech of the Leader of the Opposition l 
read the words of Sir Arthnr Steel­
::\1aitland whe-n moving the third read in·, 
of tlw Economy Dill in Great Britain, and 
1 could not but contra it the two. I would 
like to read those worcls, which arc line anci 
J:JOble words, and 'which \vill ring aero<;:s the­
world to-day and bring hope to manv-

,. The cri~is \Yas confrontjng ~thcr 
countries and would confront nearlv 
every countrY in the \Vorld. It was novt 
merdy a difficulty that could be· sur­
mounted, leaving the wol'ld just a.< it 
was before. Tht ·lO difficulties were 
rcall.v pains that went before the birth 
of a DU"\\' st:te of affairs, and that wa~ 
a fact that everyone would be forced 
to recognise. \Vithin ton years front 
nO\\~ there 'i.'YOuld he .a regin1e of inter­
national agrcc1nent on econon1ic,3 and 
!inane~ surpa;.o;ing anything hitherto eon­
tem·1lated. This question would equal, 
If not surpa.-....,, 1n Importance the ques­
tion of armaments. Coal would have 
to be dealt with, as would international 
lencling of capital, and quite po~siblv 
concerted action for preventing undue 
fluctu,ttionc in credit. That kind of 
action "\Yas earning and would quit0 
intimately affed the wdfare of the 
mac'es of people in all the difierent 
countries. It woulcl affect intimatelv 
employment and the ,-tandard of life. 
Pc:Jplc lookjng back sorne v0ars hence 
would realise that the ir1ternational 
st·"ps "\tYcro tho incvitLble outcome of 
post-\YaY conditior·~ and that it y,-u-; onlv 
the. jealomics and suspicions of th'e 
nahons that h:-'c1 nutdr tl1e to 

~ thcrn unc,ertJin and fumbling .. 
1 hose. -,yoras r:xpr{ --"~ to .a crrtr.dn degrt 2 

the cnbmcnts of the Loader of the Opposi­
twn lwro to-dac·. But wh ·.t did Sir Arthur 
St: el-Iraitland do in the hour of his countn'· 
cnsis? He joined with his erstwhile nol{t;" 
c "-~ opponents, and is doing his bC3t to 
bnng r l.out an i1nmcdiatc an1Plioration of 
the conditions of th8 poop le of 0 rcat 
Bl'ltam. He is not waiting until some great 
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ache1nc is launchr<L lie hop.·s so1ne inter~ 
national action \Yill come, and he is doing his 
'best to bring it about; but in the meantime 
ho i~ eh_'_. ling Y1'ith the hn1ncdiate a:IT,, ir:3 of 
the nation. IIc is :not f-tanding ap 1.rt and 
thinking of his own part:T: he 1~-, thin;\:-
ing of hl-; O\"n vo~lbon. I-Ie fc_ ~·1 it i3 
nc•c"'~<nry to join ·with othrr 1;-J}itical parties. 
nnd thus L0lp 1o bri11g about }J~ttor condi­
tiom fa- the who1e countrv. If we cm!ld 
·do that. in QnL nsland L.-tfay. th ·re \Y0-~1lcl 
be 110 danfrer of t-he peopl0, \Yhcn th0:- li. ten 
to ·'!Jcc•che'l that have b2cn put fonyard 
in di . .,cu._ im thir:king- that. th0Y V\Ould 
like to tnrn ont smne ~f us a.nd ~ bid ns 
"make roorr1 for honF-;ter rrlE~n." It 
may be that this \Yay of de-'1ling with m~ttcrs 
has grown up in our midst. It seems to 
me that it is almost impos,ible to deal with 
nny bi'1 fJUL>stion without draggin,_ in part __ , : 
!Jut, for all that, I think it is to be deplored. 
I h~,~c hoped and ho<wd that there mi:·ht 
bL SOIT' -_ 1~ncn1bcr:-. o( the (Jpposition \;ho 
;-;ould. be bra \'C enough to stand up and say, 

I th mk you a re doing the ver ,- beot thing 
ihat could be dO'lC' at the Dl'~scnt ilrne.'' 
I belie\ c _ome of them think it. I know 
that~ if t11f'Y \Vcrc to express their opinions 
honc·:tl)', thcv would sav. "'\Vel]. this is the 
best that ran he done·, or cvc:n " This IS 

good. hut we ea" help voe1 to make it sbll 
U(!tter. Let us help ;·m~1." The posibo:1 is 
unfortunate, i'l.ncl I thin!.:: Queensland will 
scffer bec"n-,c of that. 

\V:c. have heard a great deal to~day of 
cntJcJsm about the way in which the women 
have b, en provided for nndor this scheme. 
\Ve hav<> heard too much of this talk. 
Ewrybody realises that it is verv difficult 
to provide rc'lief v.-ork for won1en-more 
difficult than for mPn-but it is not fair to 
allow it to be srtid that nothing has !wen 
done for rhe women. Certainlv the relief 
\vork ~.,·hich ha.J been giYen to 'then1 in the 
wa? of se.vjng has lJ!'OYed of great henefit 
t,o t 1cose who hrrve hfld it. Up to the datn of 
the last retum, 628 individual women had 
been C1np1oyed at this .~·'n\·ing work, and we 
have now 120 errch week. \Ye hope that 
other kinds of v,·ork will soon be .axail­
a hie. A pr, rt from that. YCTV f'.oon 
after this scheme came into operation rations 
v .. ·ere giycn to single wo1nen; and it ,--:,-as not 
long after we ca.ncl into officE' that we 
realised that there was a certain hardship in 
connection with the ration systPm which had 
to be rectified. 

The b, by unr1 s six months of UiJe got 
no rations at all. Of course, that was an 
anomaly. If the baby did not need the 
rations, the mother needed the extra food; 
and that defect was remedied almost immedi­
ately. Every single woman was given rations 
\vhcrcvcr necessary. 

\Ve have he",rd a groat deal from hon. 
mc-mb _rs oppcsite & bout the washerwoman. 
I am sure that, when th•-y he• r of what has 
becm said by hon. L1embcrs opposite, they 
will think that at !as•, they are being remem­
bered by FQmc of their comrades. TheY have 
been used extensively in this debate. I know 
ver0• many of them, and have the very 
greatest respect for these women, -who, 
throu-d1 fo1' ·e of cirf'uin;;-tanc~s have- to (ro 
out ~~d ca1:n their- ~wn living' in this w~y 
when they should be at home looking after 
their children; and I know quite well that, 
if the:c are permitted to help a little those 
who may be worse off than they are them­
selves, they are ready and willing to do it ; 

and thev ar0 doing it quitP apart frmn thi3 
scheme. As a matter of faet. most peoJ)!e 
\Yho ar" cmployin; casual labour pay the 
tax themselves. I feel that members of the 
Opposition must bo feeling very .:1ad and 
sorry, when they think of the>se poor washer~ 
\\·omen. that they did not, when in office, and 
'"hen there waR so n1uch moro money about, 
g-iYe them pensions or provido for thPir chi1~ 
dren the childhood endowment which ha> 
be -'D talked about for so n1any years. 

J\Ir. BRA~'>INGTON: Yoa think all this soft 
talk will sa YO you. 

}\L·-':. LO::'\G::\L\N: I am not thinking of 
sccving myself. I am thinking of saving- the 
peopk of Queonshnd. (Hear, hear!) That 
i' what we on this side stand for. \Vo hear 
too much talk in this House about saving 
ourselves and our skins. It is time that 
someone stood up ond reminded us that we 
ha vc been elected as representatives of the 
people, not for tho good of onrc,eh·es, but to 
;mrk for the people who sent us here and 
do our best for them. I feel proud of the 
fact that the Secrctarv for Labour and In­
dustry and hi' department have been able 
to do as much as they have done in this 
direction. 

Mr. HYKES: In saving your political skins, 
too. 

J\1ro. LOXGMAN: 'I'hat is a tannt I Yery 
often hear in this House. and it does not 
rd'lcct credit on the men who throw that 
sort of remark across the Chamber. 

Mr. HYNES: It is true. 

Mrs. LOl\GJ\1AN: It may be true of the 
hon. member ,-ho interjects, but, thank God, 
it is not true of every hon. member. 

We have heard quite a lot during this 
discussion about the intentions of the Min. 
ister to make loans available to farmers to 
enable them to give employment. That is 
a very important feature, and one that I 
regret was not adopted last session. If it 
had been adopted then a g,reater number of 
our boys would to-day be in employment and 
off the streets. I hope that the scheme will 
be brought into operation at a very early 
date. Some doubts have been expressed 
as to how it will be operated, certain mem­
bers opposite being afraid that the money 
will be used by way of small gifts to the 
friends of the Government. I want to assure 
the Opposition that they need have no fear 
on that score; the present Government do 
not do things in that way. The Leader of 
the Opposition •referred to the proposed loans 
at a low rate of interest as a distribution of 
largesse. I do not like these nasty sus­
picions, but I feel that they _must be ro~ted 
in things that happened durmg the reg1me 
of the Labour Government. I do not like 
to think that. I hate to be suspicious, but, 
after hearino- the remarks from the other 
side of the I'Iouse, one is compelled to think 
as I am thinking. However, I assure the 
Opposition that there will be no danger of 
the money being dist-ributed as gifts; every­
thinl" ,,-ill be ahm·cbonrd. The money will 
be {~n,clc available to people best able to 
employ those in need of employment. It 
will be provided for those who will help our 
boys and the men who are with them, so that 
thev will eventually have a liking for the 
!an~!. and. will sdtle there after tho pre­
sent cns1s is over. I believe thilt wilt 
assist this State to a greater extent than 
any seheme we have in hand at the present 

JJJrs. Longman.] 
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time. Before long I hope to see a spirit of 
compromise and a spirit of co-operation-­

Mr. DUNLOP: Cut out prurty politics. 

Mrs. LONG MAN: Cut out party politics! 
We should cut out the partisan spirit. I 
believe that we shall always have party 
politics, but in a time of crisis we should 
be big enough to do away with the feeling 
of partisanship. Let us think of our country 
before oursehes and before our party. I 
notice that at a time of crisis the Labour 
Party as a whole-I do not say all Labour 
people-is found wanting; the pa•rty cannot 
meet a crisis. The truth of that is to be 
found in these circumstances. At every 
time of difficulty and in every crisis in the 
country the best men of the Labour Party 
leave the party. That has happened over 
and over again. vVe have it in Great 
Britain to-day, and we hav.e it in the 
Federal Parliament to-day. We have had it 
in this State on other occasions. The best 
members of the Labour Pa•rty will not stand 
amongst those who put partisanship first. 
They put their country first, and conse­
quently have to come, out of the party. I 
hope that some members of the Opposition 
will come out, and will be bold enough to 
say that they are prepared to assist us in 
our national work. I should lrlm to see the 
hon. member for Brisbane come out. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I know you too well. 

~.frs. LONG MAN: I should like to see him 
come out and say: " I am going to help you. 
I am still a Labom· member, and I adhere 
to Labour principles; but I feel that what 
you are do in 0' is bigger than partv. I w1ll 
hc<>ome one ;f you for the time being, and 
I will help you in your big ta<k." 

Mr. POLLOCK (Grrgory) [7.30]: The 
hon. 1nember for Bulhnba has suggestf'd 
that the parties in this House might well 
adopt' the spirit of compromise. It depends 
on what is meant by compromise. There is 
an illustration of the meaning of that word 
jn the old story of a. young man who was 
ecngagcd to hE' nwrried. He told a friend 
nf his that the girl and himself could not 
make up their minds as to the wedding day 
on account of a diffcrcnC'o of opinion as to 
·what eori' of bedclothes should be used. Ono 
of tho bonrv;; of contention Vilas that the ladv 
desired linen sheets, and he insisted tha·t 
.c:otton shPets wore quite good enough. This 
friend. who adYl~ecl hin1. to compromi-.:c, rnet 
him a ;wnth later. a11d wac delight<.,\ t'o 
find t: .. ,t he fLd his lady were married. He 
aho learnt thot his friend had at last eom­
nrorn1sca on the question nf the bed linen; 
f1ut rh' conlprt,.nise \vas that the wife h:td 
~·c all ht'r o n and that r·hc k <1 
~J-ctncd , 1l linen 1'\ aturallv that is 
ilL' ki, 1 of \vhich the~ Go\-, rn~ 
n;cLt LabJur Party. Tlw 

bo!3t. 

rEqtnre tvvo linen shc,.:ts; ard 
1:ot beli. \'C th ,t they want one lincll 
,u~-:_1 o:-:c coHo!1 shc('t. 

Lo.-G1Li:\: \Ye always etend for th~ 

."L-. :POLLOC:K: The iclc"' of iho Govern­
!li('ltt' ns to the Oppo~it1on cornpro1nisil'; 
with them i, th: t wo should adopt th0ir 
princip}cc er become accQl_npljcrs in the 
polic· the_; t•cve ndoptcd. \Ye d0•lino 
thct kind of compromi <'. I think I can "'" 
for c·:nv member on this sido of the Hou e 
th :t. wh~rc we -can lend our aid to a genuine 
Bchcmo th>et will in any way permanently 

)l;i.~. Longnwn. 

relieve unemployment, we arc prepared t~ 
help. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUS'J'RY' 
\Yhcre is that scheme? 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: As I proceed, I will 
indiuk just where this scheme falls short. 
The man who would object to doing anything 
either to r•·lieve unemployment or distre"s in 
thc•"o times, considering the amounL that is 
around u·. to be seen by anybody, would 
indeed be a hard-hcMted man. I believe 
hon. me,nbors on this ~ide, with their know­
ledge of o.-orking conditions, and with their 
experience as workers thcmsclve::; before they 
enl·?rccl this Hou e, are sufficiently acquainted: 
with the difficulties of the people who are 
unemployed to understand just what their 
problems are. l'vlost of us on this side were 
·wagc-earrH rs before we came here. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTURE : And OIL 

this side, too. 

l'v1r. POLLOCK: I am not disputing that. 
Certainly most of us who have boon wage­
earm•,·, realise the difficulties associated with 
nncrnplo-Talcnt, and the dangers of con­
tinued t~nemployment with its misery and 
dcsp.: ir, especially in the case of those who 
aro wu·mployed for any length of time. 
Because 1vo kno\v th(~'c-C things '--:'e are llre­
parcd to lend a hand to any scheme that 
offe-cs anything like a satisfactory solutwn 
of th, problem. 

The fir<t thing we haYe to do in examin­
ing a Bill of this kind is to call thing' by 
their right names. This is not a Bill to cure" 
or C'Y<''1 ternp'..)r~.ril, relievn, uncrnployntent. 
TLat is true, whether we like it or not. 

:i\Ir. KELSO: It does not prctc,nd to be a; 

cure. 
~ 'r. POLLOCK: The Bill does not pro­

p use t 'J provir~o any pcrn1anent solution for 
uncrnployrnent; and." sD far as I can read 
the Bill, and have b·cr'n able to follow thn 
priuriplc~ upon \vhich the )l_inist8r has 
\Yorked s.in( ·3 the unern J]ovn1cnt l'f lie£ tax 
wa:o:: inlpo,;;e:l last yC!ar. jt ~n1crely seeks t-.J 
cunti;mc the dole and comp"l people tJ work 
fer the dul. , I '.·ill not dispute for a 
moment tlL' que· tion of the d«;ir~bility of 
1ncn .. ~"'oll:i1· g for value rcC'":ivell. It i;;;: true. 
that the IlhlllE'Y paid UIJder this sch~mo is a 
dol:_~, because the n1l'l1 receiving it are 
c- cpcd:>d to earn it . 

Tho SEf'RET\RY FOR P. \JLWAYS: ~\n:· money 
rrcciY·~~d for ork is nc}t a dole. 

Illr. POLLOCK: The rates these worker& 
ar" paid arc so lo\": that we cannot get away 
frcm the dole principle on that account. If 
a mF:tsure of l hi, kind were intended to be 
pc r,1 ~ll'i.t, I v;onld say tbat it s110u1d gE.t 
to tho root. of unemplo:·ment, and that 1t 
R}1onld -:ock to cure the rauscs of uncrriploy­
nl,):lL That is, if it vvcrc a genuine 1ne·:sure 
to attempt in anv way to stem the tide of 
llntm~~1ovrncnt. If thR measure is recognised 
nlerely as a. t •mporary expedient, tho_-1 it is 
de '_,·ned to fill a gap and relieve distress 
for th" tim c being. Tf that is the ~ase, we 
r.nght to call the Bill by its proper name, 
fm: it is not an Um,nployment Relief Bill 
r. t all. If thi< Bill m0rely plays with the 
dol'"'., rrrognise~, encouragr\, and continues to 
e"l( ,m rage and recognise the dole, then it 
is a dang:crous thing for t,his House to play 
;,-ith. In an attempt to have a m0awre to­
deal defmitely with unemployment it i,, neces­
sary to get at the causes of unemployment 
as we know them. I do not believe that 



anything I say will be news to any body in 
this House; but at least, so far as I can, 
I am trying to clarify the position so that 
the public ~hall be under no iilmiou' as •o 
what this Bill me •us. 

The main root cause of unemployment 
to-clay that has spread over a period of 
twenty years has been the growth of modern 
automatic and scrnir::.tutornatir rnachincrv. 
Automatic telephones, pipe lines instead of 
carts to convey oil from steamers, motor 
ploughs as against lan>:e numbers of horse 
ploughs that were ordinarily used on big 
Sl!gar plantatio!'s, adding machines, talking 
p1dure entertamments-all of those things 
are p•olific causfs of uncmplovment. The 
huge number of people who have'becn thrown 
out of work in every country in the world 
because of those jmprovcmcl1h has grown 
to a1arming proportions and is still rrrol.iY­

ing. Take, for example,' the automatic
0 

tele­
phone as a ~ase in point. The day on \Yhich 
the automatlc telephone system switched over 
in Brisbane over 300 people were thrown out 
of ernployment-300 people who ordinarilv 
had some sort of cowtant emp]o,.mont. If 
you go down the Brisbane River", vou will 
see the T<>xaco Company's oil an~l petrol 
depot at Hamrlton, Prior to the inst ,Jlation 
of a pip('-l-i11C mncthing like 1-ifty niC:J Wt re 
en1ployed three or four 'tinlcs a v'car shiftino­
the oil from the ship to the depot. To-cla~ 
a tap 1s ~urncd Ton .. end the oil is run through 
a l'!'P J !me. 1\iothmg wrong with that; but 
rt rs a c:dJSe of uncmplovment. I think it 
was the Fairymcad plantation \\hi eh years 
!'go had. '0vcn '?r eight hundred people \Vork­
Ing ~n 1t Ioolnug a~tcr horses, and working 
the ]Jlonghs :tnd O'lltivators required on th'e 
plantation. Xo v the -,York is done bv manv­
furro\Yt:d plo1Jg~1s nP1lcc1 bv n1otor iractor'<,;;; 
and, in pl· Oe of iCQ of 80.0 men, there RI:~ 
probably from h<ch-e to twenty men doing 
the sanw amc1Lmt of work. Th- imtallation 
of addir1g rnachinc_; in offiCP'3 ha· rneant the 
di~placcmcnt of large number", of rnen and 
\YOmr.n. The t, 1king 11ictures haYn thro\Yn 
prac~Tr'1J1y all our musicirtns and enrertaincr:3 
out of work: and there is Yerv little scope 
for the'"·'l pc•0plo to exercise their talents and 
cater for the ll"'ln~ornent of t~~H~ public. These 
an(! a thou~and other thing I could n1ention 
h '\ '' been rr·-ponsible for huge numbus o£ 
people being thro· . .,-n out of \York. To placn 
those ncople bnc1: in \York is the nc·oblem of 
any l;oyornmcnf. \YlwthrT thf' doYerninent 
he !,nbonr or N'ncionalist. That state of 
affairs h: s gof!c on, aud ,~.ill continLv to go 
on, \Vhether the Go-n2rnment be ~,,tionalist 
or T,:tbour. How to deal ,;·ith it is the 
pro1:lcrn. In ron;;.;idc-r1ng thjs case it. ocrurs 
to m{~ tl_wt a huge snm of monpy n1ust ha\·e 
heen p •.td to these people during the time 
th~y wc:ro m that employment that is now 
bemg cl;vcJ:tcd eL~ewhere. \Vhere is it going 
to? \\ .10 IS getting 1t 9 Is the product aw, 
cheapr>r for the general public; or is tl1o 
money that used to go in pavment of 
employees goinG into th-e hands "of a few 
peo.r.l? ;vho have invented these machines, 
or 1s .rt m the hands of others who own these 
madunos '?. And. if sn, ho\v are we to get 
back. suffic1ent of the money to enable these 
onc-tll11<' "-orkcrs to live dec0ntlv" Is the 
dole the only solution? ' 

A Gov~RNMENT MEMBER : Advertising takes 
a lot of rt. 

Mr. P<?LLOCK: Advertising may take 
some of 1t, but there is a big wllges fund 
that must make someone increasingly 
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wealthy, v, hile a big proportion of the 
people are thrown on the labour market. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: A lot IS 

going in interest on the money bor,rowed to 
pay for those machines. 

::Ylr. POLLOCK: The fact remains that 
tJ,c~c people are out of work, and they will 
coi,tmue to be out of work; and the job of 
all Go\'Prnmcnb, what -vcr their political 
colour is to find work for them of a per­
mtuwnt llatm·c to take tho place of the work 
they have left. 

The SECRETARY FOR R\IL wAYS : Tell us how 
to do it. 

:\:r. POLLOCK: If it is desired I can deal 
\vith this question from a party standpoint 
and abu'o the Government· but I do not 
cJ,. iTo to do that. I desire' first of all to­
examine the causes that havd led to this ~ast 
amount of unemplo:, ment in order that we 
~nay find out \\hcther the thing we are doing 
'-• best ealcula tod to relieve it. Take the 
motor car that is run purely for pleasure. 
That is O'Omcthing in Australia that 
obviously v-ill have to go unless these people 
\rho arc thrown out of work are to remain 
O!: the breadline and a few people are to bo 
pe-rmitted to live in luxury. Tho imported 
rnotor car, l:":'hich is made mostlv bv Ameri­
can labour, run in this country ~n American, 
pltrol. produc cl and refined by foreign 
labour, is ::;om, thing that has taken a v.~st 
amount of mone~ out of this countrv. It 
has c]i .. placocl hmces rnd the horst•-brceding 
indn,tr:v in this country; it has thrown out 
of work the producers of feed for those 
hOl'scs, an cl has in every way tended to create 
n1orc ll1lC ,tp1oyrncut. I am not so rnurh a 
troglod:-tc r,s to bclieYo that you can push 
bnck th• Jnarch of S"i· ;1re and invention; but 
the .p thilEr · arP on in ::tlnl0.3t everY 
COLt-:tr.~.-· c\·cr:,~ cl3.!-, th0y ar(' continuallY 
dls'd'l_·1n,t; lJL'~•1'l". nnr 0\Yn rc;;;mnc, s nre not;­
llciHg· ll~~·d. ();1r co:tlrninf'~. \Yhich UlPPlV OUl~ 
railway:J with roal, are \vorking h[tJ£-timf', 
while \YC an'-' importing Arncricnn prtrol to 
run rnotor cars in competition \Yith the rail­
'-' a vs. In a wr 11-ordered Stats thoc0 things 
could not happc n. I am tr:,-ing to <'et below 
t.Lc snrfarc in tl1is un(•n1ploymcnt problC'lTI, 
in order to llnd out whether we arc tackling 
it in ihe pronrr manner. The nczlcct of 
onr tram-;, trains, an""1 so on, has bct~n quite 
a large cam:) of nnemployment, and thrtt has 
rnc 1 nt rnurl1 money c·oing overseas for th0 
pnrchasc of mobr c.lrs and petrol to run 
therr1. IYhep we hav~' adc·quato ronY0\·:-tnccs 
in this countrv that conld be run with our 
own fud, amfwith engines and trains made 
by labour \vithin this State. 

Thero is anothe·· tbing that has 0ausPd 
unem]11oymf'nt. an:l, to h" hir. one connot 
ignor" it. Th ,t is the fall in prices. There 
ean be no doubt that tho gem-rat fall in 
pric.·•, has been ref'~1on""ihlt· for quite a good 
d.·al of unemployment. \Vho~hn that fall in 
prices tak(•s place uncle l' a Labour Govern~ 
lTif'nt or under a Kationalist GovernmPnt, the 
dfPct is very considerable upon people who. 
havo to work for a living. \Vhen you Pxamino 
the unNnploymcnt caused by the fall in 
prices, it is questionable just what is to 
happen if price levels rcma in as they are. 
ThE' plane upon which this question is being 
handled is that, when prices fall, wages fall, 
and people are thr'lwn out of employment in 
a. wholesale manner. Apparently the Govern· 
ment are sta-king everything upon this Bill, 
which is merely a temporary cxpedient-

lJit'. Pollock.] 
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morolv a continudion of the dole in th~ 
hope 'that pric,•s \vill again inc~casc,. If 
prices do not incrca~-;e, th{Jn the logH al Iufer­
enco i, that the thou,ands of po0ple who arc 
oat of work in Queensland. carrying their 
S\V~tg.5 on the yercc· of -~tarYation, forced to 
\YOrk for wl!ateYcr an cn1ploye:r is prepared 
to offer them. mu t s ill be prepared to do 
that until prices rj~.Jc ag-ain. 1'\o attcn1pt is 
n1adc to argu·• th.ct, wi1en prices fall, any­
body bnt the general c"' ·1al worker should he 
forced to be-er some eharo of the burden. If 
wr> wen~ to agree to cornpromisc t:ufficientl~Y 
to help the Governmellt to put into effect a 
policy v:hich \vouJ~l continue these men <;n 
the track e1·erv t1me there was a fall m 
prices, ~d1ich :V.·oc!ld n iuc0 wages to th,~ 
coolie level every t1mD chco was a fall m 
price, and oEly give to \Yorking pcopl~ a 
decent Jiying wage at a time when pnces 
\\'ere raised suf!icicn!ly to enable employers 
to live in luxury, thrn obviously the working 
nuln in this State is at the lnL_~_·cy of oYcrsea:" 
prices; and his standard of living is entirely 
<f]('pondent upon whatcvl r prices wo can get 
for our primary products. That sh~uld not 
t·n the case in a well-ordered commumty. 

A GOVERX1EXT ::'lfE}IBER: How o.n "·c 
obviate that? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I argue that, if prices rrrc 
to rcn1a in at their - lcYcL ~ acrifit cs 
must be made b:, 1woplo to foed,.thc 
peoplL v;ho a.l'C nuvv une'nployed-~acr1DCC;; 
by t~-o veoplc who can bc~t afford to make 
them. 

so 
our people to get 

out of the social order than 
ar0 no\v gc"tting. If vvo do not give thmn 
something bett;•r, it will bo impossible to 
avoid somo social disturbance that will upset 
all our preconceived ideas. vV c have in this 
country to-clay over the age of 21 a com­
munity of people everyone of whom can 
read and "·rite, everyone of whom has been 
u"ed from childhood to the best of food and 
good clothes. They are people who are 

[Mr. Pollock. 

cdncated. who can read and write and under­
nand the problems of the dav as well as 
nn;r lEembors of thi,; House~somo of them, 
JY.rhaps, a good deal better. You cannot 
tdcc from thocc pe.)plo a clcc·.-,nt and sensible 
s!" ncLnd of li ,-ing which gi\·cs them enough 
tu cat and drink end rccluco them to the 
stnncla,·cl of coolies without making trouble. 
It is ohYious that these people know to-day 
tLat they arc as good as anybocly else, etnd 
thnt thev arc as much entitled to a decent 
Jiying u~ anybody els0. You cannot r0duce 
them from decent conditions to the conditions 
v:hich existed forty or fifty years ago without 
;-cry seriou:-3 social -disturbance_. So I say 
that th 'e in tlo;s Chamber who s_riouslv con­
:;idcr this quc)tion, and who believe {n the 
(•xi:;;ting social orde·· and tho desire to con­
tillue constituticnal government and parlia­
ll!E'LL::i ancl detnocracies, n1u3t bond their 
energies to so·•ing first of all that those people 
are properly fed and clothed. This Bill does 
not L ven p:ctcnd to do that. 

The }\Iinistor says that he wants sugges­
tions. I franklv admit that. if we were to 
f;it ht'l'C fl'orn J1o\v l<-ntll ::\e\v Year's Day, 
\YC \YOtdd not get any nf;arer a solution of 
the uncn1plo.vn10nt problern than \VC arc -/.o­
daY. Tt j, not mv function to show how thu 

c can be 'relicvccl; but I hope that 
'vhat 1 have said thoro mav be obtained 

a ger~11 of an idc1. '~hi eh will help !30ln.cone 
c>ls~~~- T: 1t i~ all that nnv rnan c·an llcpe. 

Lr"a:l : thi~ h·ouble ~s as old a::- th0 
:> ~ 1 'c'Pn t h0 S('Q, ;:u~d as 'wide as 

the wo ·ld: ;,ncl all that· \Ye can hope for 
the J1jJ1 or any other n1ca.::.urc is to 
it. 

~I·· F:E·\-y\·: \~011 cannot gi\·c u.s any b~t­
icr ·~u~·t-}t·tlon t11 ·11 ihi-;? 

Jnc·orlbrr 
ne 6.000,0CO 
of )unerira. 

w lr 8 coo 000 
ill -E:lJ·r,.1a\Jd,' ho 

I coli: h t.1 
.. how tltat thi·~ 

the 
the 

do not 
'1.11 object 

one of them, the 
when he went to 

tlwt ho would stick by arbi-
CYen v;ont so far as to say 

that they wonlcl cross tho floor of the House 
nnd vote against thoir party i£ arbitration 
v:orc \Yithdrawn fro111, the workers. \Vhat­
eYer the rate of pay is to be, it should be 
a rate commensurate with the value of the 
work 'iYhich a r.aan performs. 

The PRDIIER: ·what is the value of it? 
Mr. POLLOCK: The Industrial Court is 

the body which determines the value of 
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labour. I cannot tell the hon. gentleman 
what it is, nol' i:3 Parli:1n1e~1t cornpetcnt to 
tell us the value of labour. If we could tell 
the value of labour, why should we set up 
an arbitration tribunal·: I say that this 
scheme of payment of le's than award rates 
tends to level down th< value of wages. 
That is obdous. Evervwhore reduced 
·wages aro paid the~,? becmn~, "·here there is 
no a"\vard-and there are n1any places where 
awards have been abolished bv this Govern­
ment-the basic wage for that· district. The 
law of supply and ,; mand do<s operate 
there. The 2\Iini,ter knows it. If a man 
can get relief workers for three days for 
30s .. that will bo the ratE' which everybody 
will pay. \Vhcthor ,." like it or not, or 
whether that is intended or not, the 
scheme has the offE'ct of reducing wages 
down to the level proscribed by the Minister 
under the srhcn,,-, •vhero there arc no 
awards to protect \Yac;e lO\·els. 

Let m" >'how, if I can. just where the 
schenw falls short of our requirements to-dav. 
The Minister will agToc that comparatively 
fe\v men are en1ployed Ulldcr the scheme in 
comparison with the total number of unem­
plr·ycc1. Sn1nn a re getting n10re or loss 
permanent relief work. whilst others a re 
'"or king ltl1c1Pr the intcrtnittent ;,ehenlO. rfho 
total lll!_mbcr w!HJ \Yi.ll be employed, or can 
bo employed, under the new scheme dlcr 
thi:) tnxation has been raised \Ylll not be 
rrtorc than a m0re pcrcent'ago of the total 
number of unemploYed. Lco~t vcar this tax 
was e timatcd bv ·the' :\linistcr to vielcl 
£9'J'l000; but it ;-icldecl culv £702.000.' It 
. ~ n-- ·t .. ifrcl· doubllllg tho 

foo· c:<cmntion o£ £10-1 

a fudhc·e 
\rho are at 

the schc1~1c. 
it \YDn 1cl be 

· be~ bchy ccn 
to say 

will 

·unable to obb:jn anv \York at' all uuclcr the 
scheme that, as the basis o.f the relief cchemo 
was the spread of tho fnnd as far -as p"lssible 
!hey •vould be entitled to that day's worl~ 
m preference to others \Yho '.'.ere alroJ.dv in 
receipt of two or thrc0 days' work per ,,;cck. 
No mattN what mav bo the basis of taxa­
tion, and no matter' oven if thE' :Minister's 
estimate is realis.,d, he will be in the position 
of not only not being able to give any 
additional work to those at pr·esent in employ­
ment, but he will also bo in the position of 

not being able to extend the operations of 
the ,.chome: so that, e,·en after doubling the 
tax, we shall he in exactl: the same po ition 
as wo were in b·•fore it •vas doubled. No 
further work can he provided for the thou­
sands of men who cannot obtain a job even 
on reiicf work, so that ohviomly this scheme, 
which tho Minister alleges is the best he 
c.an think of to relieve unemployment, does 
not c•:pn gi,·e the dole to all the people who 
r.ro ' it~ng for work. Lik.;\Yiso, it is not 
able satisfactorily to keep the people who 
rrrc at present gcttinj h o or three days' 
\York a wc0k. 

Ii '"'~ take the figures of tho e who \vere 
unPrnployc·1 '.'hE'n the Govom1mcnt carne 
into office and compare them with the figures 
showin-." th0 number of unemployed to-day, 
ir will be founJ that not only have the 
Government failed to solve the uncmploy­
mc,1t pr·ohlcm ''' far as thO'e 1Yho wore 
out of \York ~;··hen t lwy CdmC into po\ver 
are concerned. but they ha YO not in this or 
any other ''ehemo be(~n able to place in work 
tho,,o pPoplc who ha,·o boon thrown out of 
cnlploytncnt }J~,· the Gc\-ernrncnt and 1)rivato 
('n1}1loycrs. rro say that the CoYcrnmcnt 
ltaYe dealt with nnt'rnploymcnt is to say 
something· which ic< quite untn1o. Despite 
this se ';.pmc-_, llDPlnployrncllt is 112 pe-r cent. 
g1·ea ter tbun in 1929. 

On··· of tl!C ; "·hich appeal· me in 
C'onnedion \Yith reli,_f \YOrk is gre _t 
car0 th·1t ~JJOu1d Le r;.::.~crc;scd \,·h ·n H'r relief 
1 ork is c,- l~rj~·d OLt---ft1H1 jt will lJC~ carried 
out whether the Opposition appro•·e of this 
Bill or 11ot-to sre. that the n1c:n nlaccd in 

of rcll{_•f nrn n1cn "\Yho under~ 
st of them. 

Tht~ 

fuc:1. 

of 

These rncn cannot 
their best on any 

men put in charge of relief 
selected with meticulous 
ho men who under-stand 

wlbt- men arc capable of doing. 'There is 
the problem of sore hands after a long 
period of unemployment, and the problem 
of putting a clerk to do a navvy's work. 

Mr. PoUock.] 
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:\le" \Yho are plac,d in charge o£ these jobs 
ought to know· that a clerk who has neYcr 
had a shO\·d in his hand; Ldorc cannot 
kee-p pace ·witl1 an experienced naY\"5,.· 

The, SECRETARY FOR L '•BOc:R .ED INDt:STRY : 
Our i11strnctions are that the rnen should 
ciO their best. 

Mr. POLLOCK : Of course, many inter­
pretations could be placed on what is to be 
considered a man's " best"; but, broadly 
speaking, if those principles are adhered to 
by the :Minister whe•re unemployment relief 
is given, and where men are working under 
this scheme, the men will at least be given 
the op)'ortunity of < arrying on. 

Mr. KELSO (N1•ndah) [8.5]: We have had 
addresses from the Leader of the Opposition 
and the hon. member for Gregory, and 
from their own point of view I really think 
both hon. membm-s have tried to analyse 
the position. At the same time they have 
damned this Bill with faint praise. I do 
not know that, when the Labour Govern­
ment were in power for fourteen years, 
during >vhich unemployment increased by 
leaps and bounds, they did anything very 
8triking to cure the unemployment which 
they now "'Y has been in existence for a 
long time. 

The Leader of the Opposition was very 
careful to show the increase in unemploy­
ment in QueenslaLd during a certain period, 
but the hon. gentleman vas not fair enough 
to gi.-o al::o particulars of thP unemploy­
ment in the other States during the same 
period. Some of those figures have been 
quoted by tile J\Tinistor, hut I \• ant to make 
another compari.,on. The Leader of the 
Opposition told us that, comparing the posi­
tion for ihe "first quru·ter of 1929 with that 
of the first quarter of 1931, un .mplo;·lilcnt 
in QnecnslarJcl h1d i11crr:as0d frcm 7.1 per 
cent. to 14.1 per cent, or an increase of 100 
per c_~nt. To say t.hat during tho time the 
[H'CSP'lt Govt~rnl·1Cllt ltaYC been jn power 
nnenlployn1CI!t hE'_S .inC'rcased b:v 100 pf'r cent. 
,, onld 0£ its0lf llc a Y('rv darn11ing s+atmnent, 
but, aft0r all, pro~rr>~ion nr retro~rcssion 
is onl:r a rornpn.r .. tive nffajr: and, seeing 
that we are rt!I part of the Commom,·ealth, 
it is onh fair, \;hen hon. members give 
fip;nrc.'. for a comparison to be made v;ith 
other sL~tes. If those comparisons are in 
favour of Qu::rn:"land, t}H~n it must be 
assumccl that the actions of the Government 
now in pn,ve:· tend tO'.\ ards procpority to a 
greater extent than the actions of those 
Governments in the Southern States. Com­
pariw; tl e po,ition in thA other Shtes for 
the same period, wo find the state of un~rn­
ploymcnt reflected in the followmg 
figures:-

--~------------~----

State. 
li'irf't 

Qnelt ·r, 
1929. 

------1 ----

New South Wales 
Victoria .. 
South AustraUa 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Per cent. 
9'7 
s·o 

13'2 
8',5 
8"7 

Fir~t 
Quarter, 

1 
Inert ~1se. 

1931. . 

Per cent. 
29'2 
24'4 
30"6 
26'1 
26'6 

Prr cent. 
300 
290 
2BO 
310 
300 

Surely these figures prove conclusively that 
Quem1sland is in a much better position than 
any of the other States. It is only. fai·r to 
quote these figures to. sho_w the relative pro­
gression or retrogressiOn m the other States. 

[Mr. Pollock. 

Another point that lhe Leader of the Oppo­
sition argued was that this was an unfair 
tax because of its incidence. The old parrol; 
crv of hon. members on the other side is 
that their object is to put taxation on the­
shoulders of those best able to bear it. 

:!\fr. KIRWAN: That is the fundamental 
principle of just taxation. 

;\.fr. KELSO: Hon. members on the other 
side ::tre qnite agreed upon the statement I 
han; m"de. I should like to know why, 
when they were in pow<~r and passed the 
Unemployed \Vorkers' Insurance Act, they 
did not put that principle into operation. 
In 1922 the Unemployed \Vorkers' Insurance 
Act "as brought into operation. 

:Ur. FOLEY: T-hat ;, not taxation at all. 
That is an insurance schen1c. 

Mr. KELSO : That is the way they side­
step when they aro faced with basic facts. 
The first tax was 3d. a week on the employer, 
3d. a week on th~ employee, and 3d. contri­
buted by the Government on a flat rate. 
The lowest paid servant under an award up 
to the highest paid employee paid the flat 
rate of 3d. In 1927, when they \\'ere amend­
ing the Act, they had an opportunity of 
putting into operation thi3 principle of tax­
ing tlwse best able to bear it. But what did 
they do? They altered tho tax to 4d. on 
the ~mployer, 4d. on the employee, and 4d, 
comribnted by the Government. Then they 
found that unemploym •ut 1n1s still increasing 
and wus likely to ind"ease; and in 1928 they 
raised th·• tax to 6d. for t.ho employer, 6d. 
for the employee, and 6cl. contributed by 
the Govnnmcnt. Ko,.- ··:c find hon. members 
oppo.ite, ancl the Leader of the Opposition 
parti, nlurly. taking great exception to the 
fact that there w .d no gracluated tax in 
connection ,,1-ith this unen1ploy1nf'nt relief 
tax; yet we are fol1ov;ing the very same 
pl'inriple th:d: -vn-1s ado!-JtcJ by hon. n1embers 
on th0 other p.idc and we are blamed for 
doing it. 

jlr. FOLEY: Thcv got fifteen weeks' sus­
tcnru:c. under the Unemployed \Vorkcrs 
In :;uran\n Act. 

::\1r. KELSO : I am not disputing that. 
\t th~tt time there v. as no likelihood of 95 

P"" cent. of tho Government ecn-aJC.ts coming 
on to that fund; yet tlL? tad to pay their 
~h~!l'C !0 th0 fund. L.ow tl1r:t; !_:ut at the 
:'i '_we hL.r~ l "illl o-;~t th~· icconEis-
F'J of hon. 111 oppc~it0 iu <--·itic1sing 
~ h rrnn 11t for iH1JJOsing- R flat ,_.ate \vhcn 
they t}1cnsc1Yes on three different oc, asions 
broughl· into operation a flat rate in connec­
tion with the L!nemployed \Vorkers Insur­
ance _\.et. It shows the insincerity of the 
criticisms of ban. members opposite. 

The main point mado to-day both by the 
LeacL'r of the Opposition and in the very 
temperate speech made by the hon. member 
for Gregorv has been an hone .. t endeavour 
to try to find out if it is possible to find a 
cure for unemployment. I say quite frankly 
that I do not look upon this Bill, nor did I 
look upon the measure passed last year, as 
a solution of the unemployment question. 
It is a mere palliative; but we are faced 
with the difficulty, just the same as hon. 
members on the other side were faced with· 
the difficulty, and we have to meet it. When 
you have a number of people out of work­
I am glad to sav this applies whether it is 
a Labour Govei·nment or an anti-Labour 
Government-those people must be fed. N<r 
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man is allowed to starve in a community 
like this. We have to find the money; and 
how are we going to do it: 

A_ few n1inutca ago ihc hon. Inernber for 
Gtcgoty pointed JUt tb.tt tho 11mister, 
\vhen introducing hb fil'..,t Hill, expected a 
tax of 3d. in th--- £1 t<J bring in a certain 
arnount; but, o1ving to the fact that incon1es 
had decreased and tlwre ''•as a shor-t :tgu all 
round, the tax did not brillg in the required 
amomJt. In onl~r to , a little mote than 
the rcauircd . lilJi_:;;tcr has now 
to bri;_~:- in Bill l>royidino: for an 
incr~ .u-s,_• "of 3c1. v £l .. '5ho· ·ing that the 
incon~ . .., cf th · pl'Ol· ere not lJringing in 
th r •quirul n:Joc cllt. That shows-> hether 
it is lOJ ncr C 1 ·n. ·_,_lG.c'l'. or \Yha,t it is-that 
we have ~to Let n1 1re tllOIH'Y to giYr these 
people fc eel. It i to our credit that we 
ar~ the fir~~t l~OYL'1'l~lllC'll~ :iu .._..\u"tralia to 
give the Elan who is out of 
"'··or~~ and in need the oppor-
tun-itv of oyttiwr av:a.; dele and 
carnrlg the; lllOtH " con1iT" rrho La-
hour P:: tY. \\-llc. · in :; 
ra• ~ons. a:iHt 
thiHg :or \\'luJt 
ha;:; <:pplied · Pn'r 
war. Therl' al , tn-d y 
£1C,,J.OOQ,OQO 1l'r ·nutttll In su, 
B.)\'S l'a\·<' '{i'~J~; 1:!1. lll~tn·i, d. and b_l\-L1 

1ta~l c},il, !, ol1, t~ld liYitw: tdl d1c 
ti.~nc on tht' ~()-Cc. dolP. ~ T:ngl1rd 
cannot sec ber 1.Ya.v or:.t of 1t. Tl·~_...y ~wY~ 
nen'_r thonght of try in, to allow Jor,:>p!e ; J 

rcta1n their sPlf-l'l':'}lLl't bv workin·'' for tlH' 
n1onP they g.:.'t. I--Ion. Hli:_'u.dwr.s hav;had n1~r.. 
cornin§::; to th0u1 ;-;.ayin;.~:. ··Thank God. YUtn 

Governn1c11t have ]r;::>blutc·d 1nean~ bv w~hich 
'Ye can 'vork for c \~z~r:---·t:hinL; 'Ye g~ u. ?\o 
one can :~a~- we arc rt'C"iYing U10l1l'Y ,,.e du 
not 'vork for." l hcnc that systc.n_ will be 
instituted throughout- _\r,:;tralla. Do hon. 
n1cn1b(Crs ?PPOsitt~ thiuk 1r gives us any plea­
sute to gwe tlH''e men onlv bvo davs' work 
a ''"-eck? The Ler,dor of tl;-, Opposition said 
dunng the c1nergcncv ;:;~._•:-:-ion that we could 
get by taxation ohe n~onev to sake the tman­
cial problem; btlt the figmes wit), regard 
to nncmplo~-ment jno-.-c that we have got 
to the limit of taxation. In ono s;,nse I 
·do not look upon thi:; as a tax. So far as 
I arn CO'tcernt>d. this i~ a contribution-a 
ll"ratdul contribution-b;- the people who are 
Ill vvork. 1 have never 1nct a. n1an in ·work 
who regretted that he was taxed 3d. in the 
£1 in order to hdp lo provide oome wmk 
for his pooter btothr. - I look upon this 
as a grateful contribution from mea who are 
in work; and it give,, them the greatest 
plea;:;nrc to aasist their n1orC' unfort.unatP 
brethren by making this donation rPquir<·d 
by law. . In that s0'"e it is not a tax, 
although m another sen e it is. 

Mr. DexLOP: \Vhy ttJ you call it a tax? 

Mr. KELSO: I am 'peaking frw myself. 
and "Htying what I thin', of the Bill, and 
repeating \Yhat has bcPn said by quite a 
nurnbcr of '' orkcr:- \'dto haYo personally 
exJH"sr'd to me their gratification that the 
Governrncnt have givc~n thern an opportunity 
to work for what the,- are getting; '0 that 
no one can say that the~- .1re living on the 
dole. 

One of th(' Yitd thi1L s which the LEader 
of the Oppositio" anJ 1thn hon. members 
opposite have refc>ned to i" the fact that 
owing to the J!1'C'a~, nun1bcr of labour-savin~ 
n1achincs in Ol 1PJ'. .. .:i i(m, ihon3.anc1s of rnen 

arc put pennantntly LlUt of \vork. The hon. 
member for Gregory asked what v;as going 
to be thr end of it. The stndent of hi,torv 
can find the cures acdopted for the remova-l 
of evils rnany yC'ars ago, 1_and probably 
·.irnilar cures w0ulcl r.;ect the cirrurnstanccs 
through ".vhich 1.\·e are passjng at :he present 
time. I haYe had the pleasure oi rc\ding' 
" Ridge's Business J mu·nal " for this month. 
There i a Yery fine article at pag·c 94 which 
I would commend to !ton. mcmbrrs as well 
\vorth ru1ding. It ib an th~d rf 3S by RobPrt 
P. LantOnt, who is the St.'-.'1'1. tarv of thP 
l~nitcd Sbn DPpartnL' of CJtnrnC'l'L'E', 
\\~ashingto:l. I thin]- nny unpr,=-judicL'd 
n 1der -\\·ill ec-rne LJ th'• conclu;;.ion that .a 
gcntlrrnn_n \Yho oc~ upi(-'3- t'Ht po~ition at any 
rate SlJC:lks 'viih a gn_'at, deal of authori<:. 

~\Ir. Por.r.ocK: Does :1:1 know that therP 
ar0 G.OGJ,00J lllH rn}-1o~-e(1 in his oYD1 country'.> 

=.\Ii·. T(BT.SO: Th0 YC'n: noiut rc·ferrc·--1 F• 
bv tht~ hon. HHL_~bcr- for (;rt~P·orv }:; th -OC('<l­
~lo11 for this article. I wi:'h -t') r~ad one. nudl 
extract-

'' \\'h t. thu1. of tbP cJntcntlon that. 
due ro tC'l'hnolOgical and other factor;;:., 
nncwpLl~Vlll(_ rt has Lcccnuc a pcnnanont 
pro~>lctn? _L\.~ ~-Ou kncrv:. there bas beru 
lnucil <'C'f nt di-:cn:-''-iun of tcchuological 
nnc n1plDyn1cnt--rneaning. of cour"'c, that 
1",·hic~l groiY:--. out of the di;.:;n]accawut c f 
nicn by n1nchint>s and othei· labnur-sas­
ing Je,·ic,, 3 aucl .. hifts jn in:du:-;irY. It 
}HJ:"i frt '-1Ul'ntl,\· Lc('n assumed thUt thi~ 
type of nllclnp]oy!nent' ifl a distinctivt~ 
charnct.·ristio of thi.-; particular deprr-;;­
><ion. ;~nd n .t the ra;Jill displac_ment of 
y;, :)rktTf'. by rn.arhincry c·o·tpkd with tht ... 
OYE'r-eXJHtnsion of nwnv jndu~tries is 
lih>:::l,v to H1 FlU1t in a p0rrnancnt unenl­
plo,·n~c·nt problem. That this techno­
logical di~placclnf'nt c)f labour in tnany 
of the bn~ic industries has been going' 
on at a rapid rate dn:·lng thC' past dccadP 
is apparent to everyone. hut there i~ 
an1ple evidence that these changes have 
resulted, not in unemployment, but in 
the ,hifting of workers from agriculture' 
and ruanufacturing to the nc,ver service 
indnstries. l\Ioreovcr, this pheno1nenon 
is b> no n1eans a ne\'>' one; it has been 
~oing on at a n1ore or less rapid ratP 
during the past two centuriEs. and there 
is e1·ery reason to believe and hope that 
it will continu0 in the future as in the 
past." 

H0 goP~ on to say-

" Almost fifty years ago, during the 
dcpre:,sion of the middle 'eighties. thE' 
first report of tlw rnitPd States Com­
Inis~loncr cf Labour \vas published, and 
in thi~ Yolurne an entire seC'tion i.'\ 
deYotPd to a Ycry int· ... rcsting discussion 
of 'J1Iachincry and OYer-production.' ,. 

I shall give 0110 short extract from that 
report -of fifty years ago-

" \Yhat is strictlv necessarY has been 
done oftPnt imes ro superfluit:.-. This fnll 
supply of economic tools to meet the 
wanh of nenrlv all bntnches of conl­
lllC'rce and indn~·try is the most i1nportant 
factor in the present industrial dcptes· 
~lOlL lt i~ h·no tha.t ·discoyerv of 11·'\Y 

processes of manufacture \vill mt­
rlnubtcdlv continue. and this will act a> 
nn a1110liOrating jnfluence, but it \Vill not 
lea~;~"' roorn for n1a rkrcl extension, such 
as lta s been witnei'Sc'd during tho la et 

l!Ir. J{ elso.] 
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fifty years, or afford employment to the 
vast amount of capital which has been 
created during that period. . . . The 
day of largo profits is probably past." 

Conuncnting on that report, he sa;) s-
" Reading these comments now, half 

a centurv later, it s·,ems almost incred­
ible that' they were written in the age of 
zinc bathtubs, Brussels c11rpets, kerosene 
lamps, horse cars, mud roads, red flannel 
undenvea1·, and cotton stockings. How­
eYer. there is some comfort to be found 
in the fact that. after thec,e dire predic­
tions, the \Yorltl r0allv did find some­
thing to do dm<ng· the 'next half century. 
Despite th L1ct-or rathF beca:Jso of 
t·he fact-that 'YO CDntinucd to rcheaso 
labou' from thn basic industries by fur­
ther nsc of lubonr-saving nulchinery, ' e 
l.,~ere nblc to invent, produce, and sell a 

of ne...-,~ colnforts .: nd luxuries (auto~ 
radlcs. 1notion picturc1, air­

clc·:tric l cqu,iprn0nt-to n1cnbon 
n fe-w) \~hi eh '"ere hardly thought 

1886, wl.cn it annrarc-i that tiw 
of the ,-oriel had been completed. 

m:T•l 
' which· 
dispL cod ard 

expnndlng· want-;:; of our 
11clicye othcnvisc 'Yould b0 to ::~et ~~pt the 
Yif'' · that tcc1Jnical progrr ;s hac; rutrhed 
an 0nd. and that business h· nceforth 
will be static and stntionary."' 

The hon. n1t~n1bcr for G-regory \vas Ycry 
modc .. t, and said that he1 could not suggest 
a cure for unemployment. I do not propose 
1'0 do so either; bttt I offer that as a contri­
bution to the debate. and I feel that, because 
the best brains of the world arc eng·agcd on 
this one que·· tion of how wo can solve the 
problem, and considering all the talent there 
is in the world. a wav out will be found. 
From my reading on' the wbject, I am 
inclined to the view of a number of prominent 
men that we must get right down to the 
root of the disease in this respect. It is all 
the aftermath of the war. Great credits 
were created as a re~o,u]t of the \Yar, and 
there is nothing to show for those credits­
they were blo\\ n away during- tho war. 
America manufactured the munitions of war, 
and the nations of Eul'Dpo went into debt in 
their purchase. America would not sell the 
munitions of war to the Allies. She was 
careful to loan the money to Great Britain 
for the purpose, and Great Britain found 
the necessary fLmds for the Allies to enable 
them to purchase munitions of war. America 
knew that Groat Britain would go to the 
last ditch before she >Yould default. In rnv 
opinion, tho ':rorld is in pa,vn to An1crica 
to-day, and that is one of the troubles of 
the world. 

::\Ir. POLLO< K: \Vhv is there just as much 
uuemployn1f~nt in :\n1crica, ·which IS a 
creditor countr:·? 

:\!fr. KE LSO : I do not profe , to be 8 blo 
to giYc n to tl1at question; but an 
PXplanrLt'O~l po~ition h1ls Lccn g·iyon 
to IllC'. Y\\~ 8ll '"· cnr: throngh .Jlcgcdly good 
tin1t; \Y8 l OlTO\Yccl, and bon·o,vcd, and 
Lorr<nved. ricYer thinking th3.t the cnJ ·would 
come. .Amerin produced for her local 

[JfJ·. Kelsoo 

!tlarkct, an<l then proL1nu:'d to a ·-.tage where 
she had a production in exce's of local 
l'cquiren1cn~~. \Yhen the Enropran nations 
bccar.nc jmpoYeri~hcd shp w·ouk1 neither givo 
them credit nor goods uule's they could 
p<ly; ·~nd. ,,vhcn the' Eur,Jputn :nations cndea­
Youred to sell to ),merica. that country 
rni,,cd " trtriff \Yall so hic.·h that the unfor­
tnn~to Europ0au nations Conld not get thE'ir 
c·oods into that countr ·. lt \\·as a do~ in 
ihc rnangc:L~ poli<'y. .. -

3-Ir. Por.r.OCK: l_~onr c:xp1anatlon 1s not 
very convincing. 

ALlerica had 
had an 

; but 'h" 
\\ l'l' left 0!1 

a large nnm 1Jcr 
la lvJur market. 

in the ,_,·oriel 
spttles do'' n 
of the ''· Jrld. 

import. If. 
lns sug[,'P 
s- ~1s0 not to 

_ :-:. IYC dicl during 
'L', ihnrcby 

an a1nnw-l 
r.ml we 

we could 
. "'( 

n :tt 
side of d 

no debt,-·,. c couk! 
·worYcr· rHrloyuh~- t on the othee 

~ :r. G'I(F · E · \\ ~l'f' uot refC'rring to 
!-he -~, a1· a n:on1c11t r:go 

0Jr. KELSO: I an~ 1·rfcrrinrr, to the Vi;ar 

df'ht. 
o£ ha-., 

If v;·• \YL'l'f' 1:1 r}w 1d,,al po 1tlon 
no cx~cru.:::l indc~btcdnt ~::-:.. 1re er uld 

sclf-~ontnin 'cl nr~tion. The hem. 
for a ntl n, self contended 

±or years 1-}a~ good tjn1es we 
should (·:ncoul'agt' LrigTatlou to this country, 
with a Yif'\\. to (Tt tin~· a dcpendabh' h01ne 
market. \Ye should - haYe ?_. population 
of 20.000,0r') or in.': cad of a miser-
ab!•' 6,000.000. I ant sm·c that. if we had 
a 0 0nsiderab1.!' incre::-. .srd population, our­
pri,ces would not be so low to-day. 

I do not wish to le,hour this question. I 
haye given " little coniribntion to the clis­
cm:;~ion in all good faith in the san1o IYay as. 
the hon. nH~rnbcr f()l' Grf't;Ol'V has done. I 
haYe Hot introducd pal't0; politics into my 
speech. I am givin<r the HDuse the benefit 
of th" suggc•.tions I have made. The duty 
is upon us to f(ecl the people who are out 
of work. I realise that the Bill can be 
only a pa!liatiYC; but I hope that better 
iimes will short]·. come. thd rhc peoJtle will 
again he in permanent employme.at, and 
lhaJ this '<(_hemr- will dccny frorn distBf'. 

Mr. BEDFOH.D (TrarNgo) [8.301: vVe have 
had quite a lot of talk to~llight from the 
other side as to l he position in Queensland 
in comparison with that of the other States. 
Tho Government haYe had to recognise that 
since they got npcn the 'I'rcasury benches 
there has IJp,•n an increas" of 100 per cent. 
in the unemployment in this State. They 
seck to show that that was due to malad­
ministration on the part of tho Labour Go­
vernment. The ans>ver to that is that, with 
a!! their clnm<iness and stupidity, it was 
utterly impoc,ible fol' tlwm absolutely to 
destroy the ratio. That ratio of uncmploy­
nlPnt was lo1.v b~.~ rcaso11 of the excellent 
Go.-emment that· ihi" State had for fifteen 
yhtr:. The unen1plo: n1c·nt in the other States 
•cas redly mring to the fact that Tory 
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Governments had been in power there before 
Labour Governmente had succeeded them. 
In Now South \Vales the Labour Government 
were left with deficits amounting to nearly 
£15,0()0,000. There ·.vere tremendoush· high 
deficits running into millions in VIctoria 
and also in South Australia, all of >vhich no>; 
have Labour Governments. In this State 
we left some £5,000 000 in the till for the 
stupids in tha new G~vernmem to deal >vith. 
One_ of the worst things that has happened 
<lunng thi' debate has been the cheap state­
Incnt about 1-vashor,vomen L--ing con1raJes of 
this, pru~t~,. Con~ldcring the poignancy of 
rrouu 1e 111 n1any thou aJHl of the Jnnnblcst 
;it hon1 :._·~-a trouble that is O':tcnded ro ''YHl 

the }H'0c porous clas:,:·_-thPl'f' shoul:1 be no 
Euch thing as a dar'3 distinction which can 
..:;nC'('r nt \Ya:dwr\VOJ 1cn bci11g the C'Olnr~tclf's of 
t 11is part,v. Ccri-ainlv \VC arc th natural 
('hatlljJions of th.._ ·_o \\·On1c·n. 

Dr. KERWIX: \Yh~t die! YOU CYCl' rlo for 
t llC'I~ ~ ? ~ 

:\tr. did rt gr"at ckal for 
them. h·ov the awards undE.'r 
'.rhir1J their wc)rkr'i, and bY this 
1nc ,n1s <;end thcn1 to the -;vasht11b. \Vha't haYo 
tl-~0 j_)rC:scnt Go~ C•lTin-tcnt donr· apprentice· ? 
What ha ,.c thcv clone with ten thousaHd 
job~, and the 2)000 r,21L'e proyidcd for 
tl:iat \YOrk·: 

The cl:.::-s \Yar ('Ontirrc:3, r J rnatLcr ho1v 
n:uch an, oH; nta:. dqJreraLe it. \Ye had the 
statement maclr- b-.- an Archbishop in J\Iel­
bcmrne---I ahl rcfc·ning .to Archbishop Head 
--\Yho sa1tl that cconornw frot:>clon1 \ra fa Jlv 
1ac.kjng in Au~tralia to-clay by reason of tradC 
lH!lOll regu1ahons, arbitration court <:~.Yards 
<lnd high prutectiY0 C, riff,. Prcstnual;lv tb]~ 
.-'>rchbi<hop cksires to J'"G)llc hi' hcm·c1~ with 
:1111port~rs.. The 1n0rc fact of being a lJ i?h 
protcctlOJlL;t \YOu]cl rq)parC'ntly kc p 1~1c 
out, bnt the fad r< 111ains that his 
att0r::1pt to keep the class \YrlX goill~' bv lJl'f'­

t~"ndlllg" to dc:;tro:v jt ]<::. onl:v nnothrr ·proof 
tho.t a man can be an Archbishop and an 
as' at the same tim''· This has occurred in 
Victoria. \Ye are told here by the Secretary 
for Labour and Industry that 33s. a week 
based on three da:y.::o' \York a. weC>k under thi~ 
dole is a good replacement of the dole. I 
agree. that anything is bettpr than the dole. 

Mr. H Y~Es : A Yery sma 11 percentage of the 
vnemployed arc getting that. 

:\1r. BEDFORD: Probablv a .-en m1all 
percentage, but in other States under'La bour 
thi~ is happening:, according to this statement 
winch appeared 111 the "TcleoTanh" to-cJa,--

" ::Vlclbourne, 30~h Septembt>I:. 
'' On a test vote the State Parliament 

by a majority af two last night rejected 
tile propos~l of the Legislati.-c Council to 
reduce the wages of unemployment relief 
workers. The Covcrnrnent desires the 
basic v;a~e to be paid. 

"ThP decisio11 indlc1tes the ~Iinjstrv's 
intention to resist the Council on lhe 
issue. The Council will med this after­
noon ancl as its n1C'Inbcrs int0nd to· re1nain 
firm there shou!d ho furthc'l' clon'le>pmcnts 
m the war between the two Ilon,;es." 

The PRE}UER: ::Vfr. Lang is puttinrr tlw 
unemployed on relief work for t>vo ,:;:eeks 
<~nd then putting them off for tlue~. ' 

21>1r. BEDFORD: Whether it be the aim 
of this form of alleged relief of unemplov­
ment or not, h is a fact that it seeks to 

reduce general wages by this means. That 
cannot be gainsaid. \Vhether or not it is 
part of the Government's general scheme 
to rlc.o,( roy the Arbitration Court altogether 
and interfere with awards or whittle down 
the powers of the Industrial Court and leave 
it only to deal with ·wages and hours, whereas 
at tho same time the worker is robbed of 
the hetter conditions that the old Arbitra­
tion Court gave him, I do not know; but 
in any case it has that €ffect with the 33s. 
per week, which I admit is better than the 
dole, because if there is anything bad in 
payment, it is the payment of something to 
wmebody for nothing. The dolo position in 
England has m~dc the position .of that coun­
try practic clly hopeless. When we consider 
that thcv did not have the courage earlier 
to clt~nge their ach-erco trade balance of 
£26+.000,000 a year-either to reduce it or 
to alter it-and at the same time they are 
cpcnding £100,000,000 a year on doles, one 

thr1t not onlv ''Till the countrv be n1one­
ba.-Jkrnpt,- but thrt it mt!st also be 

rf men. 
I know hundreds of men here w.ho have 

been out of \\·ork for six to nine luonths, and 
thcv are still t;oe>d men. The trouble with 
thf'v dulc systetn is that it cncot1ragcs the 
loaier-tlw fellow who >Yould ne'. er work­
bu .. , "~tcr beiug two or three years out of 
.. mk. vou ,,-ill ftnd c.-en some of the good 
men ",ui'cc pting the half loaf tbat is alleged 
to hP .~~-'tt''l' tluJJ 110 bn ·td. acccpt'iag "ll the 
conditions that go with it, and gradually 
accepting the degradation of manhood which 
, .. ould be the gTca tcct loss this country could 
face. It wonld be all right if the doctrine 
of absolute desoair \Yere possible of accopta­
tion in rt countr,- of this sort; but it is not. 
\Ye !mow .-cry· well that tho Go.-ernment 
>Yould if they· could. get money in the old, 
respectab]P, w;>steft!l style by borrowing 
a broad: but I hope never to see another 
pound borrom:d outside Australia. If the 
Government could see £100,000,000, or credit 
for thn.t arnount, coining here to-morrow, 
and knew that in twenty years they would 
he respectable enough to pay £120,000,000 
back and still o"·e the money, they would 
grab it with both hands; but, when there 
is a proposition that the country should cash 
in on some of its own reserves of credit and 
confidence, all their old superstitions in 
favour of the private banking syotem-which 
is the worst tyranny under which we suffer­
immediately come to the top; and they say it 
i:; absolutely impccsible that that should be 
done becau;,e it is repudiation. Borrowing 
monev that you cannot pay back is repudia­
tion -of the worst kind. Going into debt 
whten thoro is no possible hope of getting out 
of it is just as bad as borrowing money with 
no intention of repaying it. 

The PREMIER: The printing of notes with 
nothing behind it is just as bad. 

:VIr. BEDFORD: But the printing of notes 
with the credit and confidence of the people 
hhind it is all right. How did this business 
of the Bank of England start? Everybody 
kno,·s that the Gow•rnmonc of the time-a 
Hano.-erian King-wanted to use English 
1llOE0V and Englishmen for the purposJ of 
protecting his job in the German States. He 
drcicl. l that it was necessary to have 
£1.200.000 to carry on a >Yar. In comparison 
•·ith the £900,000,000 which we spent on the 
last war, the sum >Yhir,h this Hanoverian. 
required :-cems very cmall; but in those time:· 
tl::ey did not give the soldiers 6s. a day. In 

]Jr. Beclforrl.] 
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point of fact, they did not give them cloth­
ing; and the average soldier went to fight 
in foreign countries without boots; and, if 
hP 1'', ellt at ail. he also WC'Ht \Yithout brain~. 
The £1,200.000 desired for this war was t.he 
cause of a charter-only a six years' charter­
being given to certain friends of the Govern­
ment of the time to form the Bank of Eng­
Lnd. They issued a prospectus ..for 
£1,500,000, and the re3ponse was £72,000. 
'l'hey then got the Government to issue 
£1,200,000 v orth of notes; and then they 
lent the Government their own £1,200,001} 
worth of notes, for w hi eh they charged them 
8 per w•nt. intcre>st per annum and also 
£4,000 a year for keeping the b~oks. God 
knows how anybod-' can call that sort of 
thing honest rnonev credit n1anufacture or 
confidence, or anything but a confiden00 
trick. \Yhilst s.·· _ving that it was necessary 
that gold should ah, a vs be held to the full 
amount of its commitments we have seen 
the history of the Bank of' England. The 
\\hole '~old rc•cn~c of the bank has been 
as low l:IJ 24 p_T c, nt. of the 1·ot 18 ,uc 
and the t Jnl try was r_ -rr- npnny the "\Y-.... 1\o:r-. 

. There have Leen c?ntinual quLstion-" com­
mg from the other side: " \Vhat would vou 
do?" \Ve cannot do anything while 'the 
GovrTnllirnt aTe there; but v\~e can do thi 
":ifh thom-•w ,,,_n ask ·them to get the reDal: 
eitrant Senate to work in conjunction v.ith 
the ('](', 1 ctl L·l!Jn. __ T c;oYC'lTJlHCnt in thf' 
Federal sphere. \Ve can ask them to with­
draw their in-ensate objection to snch a 
State enterprise as printing State notes. \Ve 
can ask them to help the Federal Govern­
ment to put the Commonwealth Bank back 
where it was before the Bruce-Page Govern-
ment altered and made it the friend of 
tho J.rlYalP in":~L-'1d of a..n a·c1ivf' 
m:Hl a~·grc::.~ive coni petitor. Th0n, having 
g·1vcn lt l __,:1h·n] nf HJO 'a.-rr'nr·v. vve cou1d 
do ex a( ~!.v ·wl1.1t. V•'rt~ do110 in ~the counh·y 
bv Dt"li•on ::VIiller when he raise;[ 
£315.COO.OOO for wa1· pmposc and also paid 
£60.000.000 of war debt. If he could raise 
£315,000,000 for war purposes, we can raise 
£100,000,000 for peace purpose.o. Every mer­
ch_ant, ev~ry shopkeeper, everybody-the 
m1lhon hvmg on the wages of the man who 
is the produc~ive labo~uer-they all admit 
that, If t_her_e IS one thmg necessary to give 
blF'Iness 1is unpetus again, it is a rcconstruc~ 
tion. of the purchasing power of the com­
mumty; and everybody who knows anything 
kl;wws that .wages and purchasing power are 
S1am~s? t:vms. You cannot injure one with­
out li1J unng the other. They cannot be 
separated, and low wao-cs must mean a loss 
of prosperity _for every~b?dy in the country, 
and the position to-day Is that much worse. 
The Government in thPir attempt for 
instance, to equalise the downfall of prices 
on the other side, have offrred all pastoral 
finance Arms and banks v, hich reduce the 
rate of interest on pastoral property to 6 
per cent. extended leases at lower rents. 
\Vhat has happened? The Government 
generally has had its leg pulled by Golds­
brough, Mort, and Co. Goldsbrough. Mort, 
and Co., having on the one hand a ·finance 
department ftnancing its own stations, and 
on the other side of the corridor the owner­
ship of stations, was perfectly p•repared to 
rednce interest t.o itself in exchange of a 
lower nntal and an extension of leases. And 
who is pa:·ing for that? Onlv the State. 
On the other hand labour, wh;ch produces 
every penn:: of weoJt h, is given something· 
which cannot keep body and soul together~ 

['lf1·. Bedford. 

£1 13s. a week at the best. That is offered 
to people who are in no sense giving to 
pastoral properties any reduction of interest, 
because it io only their own properties they 
ace g·iving Teliof to at the expense of the 
State, from whom they are receiving more 
than the interest reduction, so th~t when 
the question of equalis.ttion of sacrifice comes 
along we sec how the worker generally-the 
real producer-gets it in the neck on every 
ornusion. HPre you are paying these men a 
'l'ate of \ntg•., which is slowl0 but surely 
drgracling- the basic wage until it will be 
down to a starvation level. The Federal 
LaLonr GoYcrnment, 1.:vhich hon. rnembers 
opposite vilify so much, came into pow_or 
with some\vLere about £20,000,000 of deficits 
in tlw ag~T-· gate to struggle against. Even 
:\Ir Lang ,\-ho has been referred to as a 
~1ad elc);hant or as a camel in a tent-a 
c<uncl i~ a 1110.31 <~ anirnal to get into 
a tcut, ,' 1 L lw a of ~: ::Lnding up a,;-, 

au a-, k\Y ~rJ lnour·nt-C'\Tll this n1an ha;;; 
clu :e iu!!nc~ n~ .'lbh- b< L,_r for tl1c r· oph_, in 
:.:\ :· \,' Soul h "'\Y aL- _ ·~ fter basing- snccecdcL1 to 
" lr·~- c · of de ht, of £15,C ·,:',000 than the Go­
Yerrln1ei1t here which succeeded to a nest-f'.jg 
of £5.000,000 left them by the Labour Go­
Yennnfnt. 

L.._'r n (' t ,~kr• 11lc position with regard to 
(hL' inc\n:->trv "\Yhit :l J110stly ( )llCl'l'lB tny 0\Yll 
dectoJ.-~lh .. '. · ln Lhl nrattcr the J\Iini:;t-·r, 
'"ith a gli}: ;_,~3 ti1-·J: ccnnt frorn Y~~ry Jittl·~ 
1\.llO-._, lecig0 of an~. t~1ing. lw-3- a llablt of 
r~1villg that 1.~}(' coc,t of living ha:; gone do\Yll 
b·c-~·nti~c lHl--..-u: i~ .025 per cont. chcal)t=::l· tl~ah 
it w;1. .cl perz eni l.ge ot .025 i::, not a thn~g 
"\Yhich I~ pa~~ld on in th0 '·iwp:;;, b0cause lt 
i--s not ~cntocl ao- anv known coin. 
Wl on 1 him tlw otl1ei· day, that scc-
iJH! the \Yag-e Eur married n1en at ..c\uga­
thl'lia as ~ 1];:;;, a Y. cck. and that the price 
of t'''' 2-ll.t. leaf "'"·' Se!.. \HJUlcl he inctruc< 
the Price l ixing Conunissioncr to function 
lht•(J'. I 'ccc;,.,_,'d the impudent reply, that 
if the price of the 2-lb. loaf was Sd .. then the 
J•E'ople at Augathclla probably. were sahs­
iied •· ith the price of bread ex1sting then•. 
It i-.: onlv ncce~.5arv that "\VC should return 
to cmYth.ing- like a level eoLsickration .o' 
dfain': it is not l!ccess nv that \\·e shoulJ 
~it ~o long in the Geth5c~anc that Gov€'n1-
mell1s in :\ustralia have put us into. If the 
Toric" of "\ustralia will >withdraw their 
objection lo the one way there is of stimu­
lating industry. by doing g-ood work and not 
(bi]lping grass off foot-paths, which grows 
up a~ain inHnediatcly the next rain falls, 
by not giving 1nen vvork which is an insult 
to their intelligence~ and is therefore badly 
clm1e, by 1~ot t )_king n1en away from their 
ll::ttural callings-·•nd, of course, there is :1 
lo.os of dignit.- wnich results in less work 
Lv n1C'll being- tran~fen·~·d fron1 a specialised 
cf:llillg to ~dl un-.pccialifPd onL-if they 
\vmlld only agree to see facts as they are. 
and. if it were possible for tlw national bank, 
·,·\'ithout l)orro\ving -anything, to raise 
£315.000.000 for war. the~; should reinstate it 
in tlw position la vvhich. the FislJer Govern 4 

ntF111 put it. in whiC'h case it could easil.\­
raise £100,000.000 for the purposes of 
JH arP. \Ye coulrl have all the nece,,-
:··.JJ • raihva v c,·JnneC'Hons in Australhx, 
rna:_:p---not ~llt:f'C' ~·u·iJv to-da.v, but in 
(he fuhn•-wc could h tYe the '"hole of the 
Hlvc·~iJ''t ba . ..,in locked. \""'tTe could havo the 
uniforntl.-.:irg- of the olilw,ty gauge, v.'hich 
eH \' ii-,-c \ c''Hs it is loft \vill mean £5.000,000 
add~,! to tiw cost of construction. On,• of the 
~torie"' \YU henr to-d::-ty a-.: to the reason 
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why CdnfidPnce i~ not restored iE' bccansf' thr, 
tariff is too high. \V c would c•xpcct such 
a silly statr-n1c:nt h·orn an archbishop, and 
we got it. ·what ore the fact '? ;Jr. Dt·uc•'. 
during his six and a-half years of mj·tnan­
agomc•nf·, imported £900.000,000 >>orth of 
goods. and ·nts c Jab!od to borrow mane·: 
abroad bv reason of the fact that it 
v: as uecc.~sary to borrO\V monev to ca::<o 
the goods in. lt a.s pt>rhap~'i a coin-
,·idc·rH'C' tl1at Fatt'Y·()D, Laing, ancl 
Bn1ce onh· rn<.tc1P £23.000 a YC-tr before 
t.ho Bruce · ·took th;, tarii1 off". 
l-:1t fol' :-Cell'S t hoy marle 
£75,000 a :oar, hut, so P~on •, the La Lour 
GovcnHJll·nt got in, nflturall:-.· the1r 
\vent ~ ·d\: to :nucthlng like pre-Y. Ll' 
Thr~ L!..-ts url'' that ~iDL} thi~ t-Lrlff ha, br•f>n 
vut on-rn!d I ,. onld J1ko to ~r:f' an eudJnl';..!." 
on. 1notor {·ar for t ,J YCaX:3-tLc• nE-pP~._'r of 
thnJ~'-; ha'i changPrl. It t1h tariff l1:1d 11ot 
b "'11 put bcPn in al.J.,Jlutt· 
ruin. \\ crnrndH camL 

·a'3 a big 
LonCon. . ncl tL t'l'P "\Yn . 

£30.00) "C) of flo.tting loan.<. 
1U 

hon·o•T in· ... 
b.· 

TlJ1~ :-::.Ec·u:T.\.HY Fou L-\llocu .\XD 1_:,: )T-.':-TRl : 

;-:;o t.hc1·e 1" to- c1ny. 

~Ir. BEDFOHD. Thl'rc are EOt. Thcv 
arc dow.t to £5,(;J0,000-I have tho Conunoil­
\Yr ~tlth figurt ~. If the Treasurer de..· •s knovv 
an~'thin·.;-and g-cnPr<lllv ho ~:L YS •· If I 
could tell you all I ldl.ew, I w;t;lcl curdle 
your blood." (Laughter.) I do not mind 
havi1,g my blood curdlcd--

l\Jr. BcTI.EH in1crjcdr-d. 

""lr. BEDFORD: Yuu nrt an a ·S •. ·nll tho 
foal of ~n ass, 

Th., TREASrR~R: _J>Ir. Speaker, I rise to a 
pomt of order. ls Lhe hon. member for 
\Varrego in order in characterising hon. 
n1C~mb0r" as asses? 

.Mr. BEDFORD: I ,,-ithdraw the ass. I 
will have r;othing to do with his ass, or his 
ox, with h1s man servant., his maid servant 
m anything that is his. (Laughter.) ' 

, The position i,· tltat tbcre l>' for tlw 
·eJght months of this vcar a favour­
~blu trc' de balance of £41,000.000. and 
It seems unlikelv that money will have to 
be sent to pay interest, or at all events that 
much of it will have to be sent and 
because of the rise in metals and ,;.ool a~ 
?gainst, the exchange, the position, I think, 
rs dcfimtc!y better. In fact, an econ,.,mist of 
the >;ame of Wintcrbottom-I have only a 
certam amount of conside-ration for the 
name-because an economist is generallv a 
-person who only talks when you are' in 
trouble, and then tells vou that you are in 
!rouble, which you kno~v well enough, and 
r.s not able to tell yoll how to get out of 
It-this Profe-ssor \Vinterbottom-one can 
be sure that a man of that name would be 
cool. ca~m, anrl colll;ctcd-givos i·he great 
explanatwn as to the rea,on whv America 
is now in t!w condition in which it finds 
itself when it has so much of the gold of the 
world, that the Voht td Act has withdrawn 
from the Federal Covcrnment's revenue 
1,000,000,000 dollars a vcar. Profc>ssor 
Winterbottom. believing-a-s ho tells us in 
this article which I read the other da·-­
that prohibition will shortlv be "-iped out 
in America, certainly after· th<> next presi­
dential olo:tion-that L\mcrica has definitdv 
i:nrncd the corner to~;,,rds recoYery. A 

gentleman of that narne for very good rea­
'on should have great notice taken of him, 
because those of my friends who h&ve been 
fortunate enough to n1d Shellcv "·ill know 
that- · 

" Jf vYinterhottom ~omeo<. 
C·m spring lw far behind. · 

(I .1ughtcl".) 
Part of the bad bu inc,s in this .Bi!l i> 

the fact that it is not intendr·d to nut the 
n1oney into GoYcrnrnent work. ~Orne of 
it, I believe, is to be rn·o,·idod as a. gift OI' 
a loan to private enterprise. \Vo have seen 
ho\v Bnrdlda-a l1old.i.ng in counLrv not 
truck by dronght, belonging to a w~ealthy 

conipany-y,;as pern1ittcd to Let an exten­
~..:ion of lca~o with that a1acrh~; which ·we 
hoped >vould represent the admini.stmtion of 
the~ CoYertJnH·nt nu .t, in ihe ..., dl'~t c,t:;:r3 of 
llrtstoral selections. 

There is no attempt to Lssen the outsids 
bad influences on the pastora!ists. There i> 
no attempt to r~duce ocean freights. The 
ra1lwa:y;:; n1us~. carry the ·wool for next to 
nothing. Ocean freights must stav up. 
There is no attempt to interfere with the 
ridiculous ·-d1~mc bclong;ng to the clavs 
when wool was sold before the days of weigil­
bndgcs. There IS no attempt to interfere 
with the sy,tcm of giving 113 lb. for 112 lb. 
There is no attempt to do away with th~ 
',\·stt 111 of gh·in::;· great quantities of \\·ool _t3-

, nn1pJcs. Th''re is r .J attcrnpt to provida 
"hat the• wool f'old in Australia shall he 
paid for in .Anstralia, instead of aEowiiP" 
Briti·.h banking intr·rt'sts to gPt a rakL~ 
oiY of 3 JWr cellt, on the toe ~I 
\hhou<"h we sell the wool in 

1· i,::; paid for in London. rrherf' i:;; a ct'll­

tinnal agitation for n Jo\YCl' tarlff b7 the 
stupidcst Count-ry Party that ever was, by 
the stupidcst fuglemnn ever behind it. I 
do not know his name, but if he is a member 
of the Journalists' Association the Jour­
nalists' Association ought to be prosecuted. 
This man is continually asking that the tariff 
shodd be pulled do>Vn, thereby putting a 
nun1her o' other Australians out of employ­
ment. He is asking that this should be done 
so that Japan will not be annoyed. He; 
believes that Japan might one day buy 
600,000 bales of wool a year. ~\.11 these 
alleged great statesmen who roar about th~ 
producing interests never consider the Aus­
tralian mM·ket which has been consuming 
600,000 bales per annum for some time pas'c 
anc~ s'lying nothing about it. \Ve wish to 
sec the local market incrc<tsed by population 
incrra:-.c, but ·we havf" shut down on inunigra~ 
tion of the sort proposed by l\lr. Elphin· 
stone. v. ho said that we should bring in 
5C0.000 immigrants in a year so as to destroy 
the "artificial conditions" of industry. 
\Y c~·e we not "\vi se in doing so in the circutn­
stanccs? The onlv "\Yav in which we can 
altract aa additional population from 
abro :cl-a population that is >mrth while 
-is by keeping duties on se -~ondary indu3· 
trjc~ so that \YC shall ha,·r· high-priced 
labour which thP n1cn 1na•- f:(_;:;urc when thc-v 
"ome here. This ''">cmhv has definitelv 
gone out of the job of ·bein<~· tlw woo;f 
and -..vater ioev for Great Britair:., 
and I do not think it will oYer go back to 
that. 

Part of this fnnd is to be used as loans or 
g-rants for ringbarking and sin1ilar ;,vork in 
the bush. Particular care should be taken 
to see that the loans or grants go only to 

Mr. Bedford.] 
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:rncn \Yho at the mon1cmt are unable to pay. 
Arc the men who are now earning £1 13s. 

week as their maximum to be used 
cL_ velop rich pastoral estates in the bark 

com>try at the expense of their own 
1n1ser If proper crcdit3 wcrP pro· 
viderl and the baoic wa,'"e paid, there 
would be no objection to assisting private 
enterprise with loans with a view to develop­
ing primary industries from ono end of Aus­
tralia to the other. But in the circum­
stances there is a g·rave doubt that little 
better than a starvation form of wages is 
going to be used to benefit people Ytho are 
1Yel1 able to help th~n_..:;olyc._. 

:\1:· opposition to this Bill is to a certain 
modified by the fact-considering the 

\HLYS of t.ht~ G-oyern1nent, their 
~Yant of thought in 
becom c nc·cf a ry to 

whac done Ldorc. To 
Hl that it has 
cui~.,,i,tf'nt y,-ith, or to The 
nlm·ed \'\" orkers Insurance Act introduced 
bv th8 late Labour Government is just about 
a~ stupid " story as any of the other stories 
we h:1Ye heard from that side to-day. 

::\Ir. TOZER (Gympie) [9.1]: I first of 
a 11 Clrc:ire io cm.1gratulate the hon. 1nembers 
for Grcg:ory and 1\undah for their reasonable 
and n1oderatc speeches. 

::\lr. PoLLOCK: There must have been some­
thing IYrong with mine. 

:\Ir. TOZER: Th~re was not; the hon. 
memboi' was most sensible. He did not 
allow himself to be carried away with any 
ideas of propaganda. He spoke from his 
henrt, and in a reasoned way. 

At 9.2 p.m., 
The CHAIRliAN OF CmiMITTEES (lJ!.l1·. Roberts, 

East Toowoomba) relieved Mr. Speaker in 
the chair. 

:\1r. TOZER: This Bill is not a party 
measure at all, but one which is a matter 
for consideration by Parliament without any 
regard to party. It is a matter which appeals 
to everyone of us ; and there is no hon. 
member on either side who realiy has not 
the welfare of the people at heart, and who 
is not out to do the best that can be done 
for those of our people who are, unfor­
tunately, unemployed. 

The hon. member for Gregory gave us cer­
tain reasons which he believed contributed 
to the position confronting us to-day, not 
only in Queensland but throughout Australia 
and the whole world. I will go a little 
further than that. I admit that the intro­
duction of machinery has played a very 
material part in the unemployment question; 
but there are other reasons contributing to 
the position. Take, for instance, the borrow­
ing policy that existed for fourteen years 
during the regime of the late Labour Govern­
ment. The sum of £56,000,000 was borrowed 
and the interest to be paid on that sum i~ 
a factor to be considered in the shortage of 
money that now exists, and which prevents 
people from being kept in employment. The 
tmemployed of _to-day were mostly employed 
on works carnGd out under that Govern­
ment's loan policv. 'When loan money was 
plentiful. it wa~ spent at the rate of 
£4,000,000 a year. When the expenditure of 
~hat money ceased, unemployment naturally 
mcreascd. I well remember that work under 
the sewerage scheme in Brisbane was cam-

fUr. Bedford. 

m~n.ced about the time w,hen most of the· 
mmmg companies in Gympie were ceasing 
operations. All those miners drifted down 
to Brisbane and obtained employment on the 
sewerage work; but anyone who thought of 
the position at the time realised that diffi­
culty would occur when the sewerage work 
was completed and those men were thrown 
out of employment. Naturally when the 
work was finished those men helped to swell 
the large number of men already unem­
ployed. Other contributing factors to the 
unemployed position are the lack of loan 
money and the payment of interest that must 
he made. The displacement of male~ by 
females in industry has also accentuated the 
unemployment position, >Yhile in, a larger 
sphere the fact that the populatiOn of the 
>Yorld is increasing and labour-savmg 
mac,hinery is rapidly increasing also makes 
the po,,ition much more difficult. FLnther, 
the prccencc of harassing restrictions and 
pinprickino- methods in industrv, which hon. 
members ~ppositc may attempt to justify, 
ineyit .cblv rc,ult in unemployment. Agam, 
drought 'conditions "·hich have existed in 
certain portioLs of Qucendand for some time 
aclcl to 1he difficnltie; of unemployment, not 
to spca k also of the effect of the serious 
dcrli:uo in t.ho prices of our prin1ary products. 
It is not lF 1'onable for any hon. member 
opposite to ac<~uso the GoYer_nn1ent of bri~g­
inO' about the slate of affans which ex1sts 
in" Q'If·emland io-day. \Vo are no more 
re8ponsi0lo for it than are hon. members 
onpo,itc. 0~or ~ne \Ye any rnore responsible 
fen: the fact tlvt >rages have come down. It 
is just as thongh a fiood came down tho 
Bric;bane RiYCr. \Vlnt hon. member oppo­
site would think of stopping a flood? 

::\lr. BRUCE: Xonsc~~':=P ~ 

:\1r. TOZER IIon. members may talk in 
t.hat strain, but I would urge me'mber-; of 
the Opposition to view the matter differently. 
I urge them to bring forward any suggestion 
that will help in the present difficult time 
through which we are passing. May I draw 
this analogy? If an hon. member opposite and 
I fell down a shaft and we were not killed, 
it would be madness for us to start se re: pping 
at the bottom of the shaft. On the other 
hand, it would be wisdom for us to consider 
the best way of getting out of the hole. We 
arc in a hole at the present time ; and any 
suggestion that will extricate us from the 
position must react to the benefit of the 
workers of Queensland. I urge all hon. mem­
bers opposite to do more than talk. Let 
them consider with us the question of putting 
more people on the land, and in that way 
create reproductive work. 

Hem. me 11ber-; opposite are t-alking all 
the tin1e a bout a starvation \\'age. Presntnr 
ably industry cannot afford to pay any more. 
It is a criminal offcnc·~ on the part of the­
directors of a companv to go on employing 
men when they c·•nriot possibly sec. thei1· 
>ray to pay them. Under those circum­
stances tlw only thing to do is to shorten 
lmnds, which is happening repeatedly. 
Those pco)11o arc not to blame hecauoo they 
have to shorten hanck If hon. memhers­
•,Jppo::ite :ore employe'' of labour. they 
would undcrst'tH1 that, when you arc gettinr 
into debt, vou have cither to rais2 money 
or you haY(' to c ::JnO~!lif'P You have to 
1-~t 'the ln~·n go. On ~cvcral occasions we 
hct.-e had to let men go, and we were just 
ns sorry to let then1 gO as tho rncn wore to 
go; but we could not help ourselves. In 
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H1any instances people aro doing their best 
to encourage production. Hon. m!embcrs 
opposite '~Y that the relief given under this 
tnea~lll, is onlv a starvation "\vage. "\Ve do 
1iOt sav for One momcEt that the wage paid 
to int< ~rrnittent r< lie£ workers is a fair ·wage; 
hut •.·.·o do sav that it will ctco the posi­
tion of thcQe "Jncn, and wo are not in a 
pooitio!1 to pay more. ·we have not got 
the i'nonf'=', and \'. e cannot bor1~ow it. The 
onl!~ \VC can raiso the 1nonoy i ,, b7 
rncans ihis unen1ployn1cmt relief tax. So 
Ll.r as c _ n see, it is the be"t Fchcn1e so far 

in Anstraliv.. The other StatPs have 
no ~ch~~ntc; and T::.o;,- they are adopting 

schcnws 'imilal' to onro. \Yhcn the Labom· 
Govrnnnellt \Yel'c in po·,·c-r

1 
the:. had uncnl­

Inc·nt. the an1c as we have it to-da":T. 
h[ d 1n:orp n1oncy than we haYc; w})y 

f 0. 

The 
Ei11 '. 
"Tlw 

11ot for-vn:1 rd a scilCJnc hi eh 
gi \"0 Intn the basic \-V ago? Thn 

cmwunt poid to the intermittent 
, orlu r is .!)2 Q( k. These n1cn 

a. \,·r:ek, and dw:· 
c~:k ln •shich to do 

n nr1 thr:T- can c .rn an 
hcing t:lken into can-

t th, curn up to 
t schenlo o 

oppo,ite 
the time 

the benefit 

~aid the 
It ;, called 
Relief) Tax 

ha YC lt ITIOl'C 

bt~c:n1se tlJO tax i~ t'tkcn 
fot· th" relief of unernploy· 

rnc·nt. and thnrc ic.; 1 ot the slight('St douht 
a bout it.s being a tax. It is a reasonable 
t:~x. and the rnajol'ity of thr· ncoplc do not 
object to ra~. ing it. Of -courSe you ahvn:; :; 
[!d some rooplc .,-ho will object to any­
thing .. In the mining indu·.try at the prc­
,ont tJme we I,; a YO no particular log of 
wa~;.'' at all. VI c pav a man what '"e con­
.:;:idt_•r a. rca~•onablc arr1~ount, and in one mine 
they arc y,aying £4 5c. a week. That is 
a reasonable wage under present conditions. 
In hnothcr_ !hey arc paying £3 18s., and 
~hey_ are giYmg the men who are working 
m the shaft an extra amount per week. 
That is a rcawnable proposition. I know 
of " number of employers who haYe never 
reduced ·wages at all, who are- carr::ing 011 

and arc paying tho mlonoy out of their own 
pocket. Thr-- arc going· back to a certain 
Pxtent: but they have not reached the shge 
at .-:hich the,. arc forced to reduce their 
employees' migos. and they are doing their 

st tn help them. There are othet· employers 
,;·ho ha YO been crnrying on for twelve months 
''"ho haYc lY'vcr a"kcrl their 0n1ployces to 

the +u. They have paid their own 
awl that of the employees too. 

lion. ':'ember, opposite complain that we 
nlc making· the v.rasherwoman pay the tax. 
I do not know whether any hon. members 
r:ppositR 1nakc their vrasher,volnan nay it, 
I do not think thoro is ono hon. mcn1ber on 
this side who does that. \Yo pay the amount 
onrselvr 

l fail to soe the force of tho arguments 
1::--0d b:v hon. rnon1bcrs opposjto in -opnosition 
tn this Bill. I understand that those hon. 
:r,J·l11br-rs arc in favonr of helping the workers. 
This Bill will hclr the, workers; therefor<' 
hc.n. nwmbPrs cannot honestly object to it. 
They ><•:·, "You do not go far enough; :you 

should pay the basic wage." \Vhere is the 
basic wage to come from? Hi is all very 
fine to say we should pay the basic wage; 
but, when ''e have not got the money, how 
can we do it? If we paid the basic wago 
to a certain few, we should be making a safe 
place for, say, 25 f 0 l' cent. of the workers 
and the other 75 ncr cent. would be kept 
out of work. Is it not bcthr to do away 
with the basic wdgo at a time like this when 
we arc in such a desperate financial position? 
Hon. members opposite assure us that they 
are going to come over hero after the next 
t'lection. If they do come oYer to this side, 
can the do any better? 

:11r. O'KEEJIE: YP·, 

.::\Ir. TOZER: They will not do better, but 
wlll do much worse. The Labour Party may 
eh good work v, hen things arc booming and 
there is plent. of money about; but. wh.~n 
we are up again.t things, they c·annot do any­
thing. C:crtain schcn1cs lJayc bcPn .suggc~tcd, 
1~.:hic~1 n re- not sounc1 or prac' icdble. 
Tht ir +tit,rdC' r._'rnirds 1nc of the 
f. blc of the ,:at a:.rl the fox. The fox ex­
nlaincd to the '1t wh"t wond~rful tricko he 
had if the dogs wer~ to {'orno along, and 
how he \YOtdd cvarl them. Tlw cat r.aid. " I 
kno1v of 0111\T one fafe trick." \Vhen' the 
dogs cau1c, t'r..c fo-.,;: tried all his tricks and 
\Yn.., killed; but 1. he cat simply 'vc:nt up a 
ircc--n1o on1y trick it lnL w, and the safe 
tbing to do. \Ye arc taking; a Fafc course. 
\Y c do not 11- ~lilt to er the ~\hole structure 
cullnpsc; but \Ye de,sire to protect the workers 
as far a' v•o po·,ibly can. Not being able 
to give oyeryr '10 th0 full basic "age at the 
prc~cnt tim0, \YC' g-i-n~ thn br~t '"age we C'an. 
\Y0 arc Joing a certain a1nount of goo·d by 
giYing v:ork outsid·~ of the relief \Vork. \Ve 
'houlcl try to find a rcmed;. for the present 
rk~ition. It is no good for one hon. n1ornbee 
after another to get up and say, " \V c do 
not know what to do.'' \Yhv do hon. mem­
bers opposite not suggest sOiricthing, as good 
1night come out of the suggestion? 

\Yo fir6t want to oncoun go primary pro­
duction. \Yr' can got primary production 
going and tb~:n get cur secondary industries 
operating. If wo c·m find nn goldfields or 
discoyer oil in Qmcn.,land, a great deal of 
our trouble would dic·uppear. One or two 
goldfields would abso< b practically the whole 
of the unemployed in Quc,_n~lund; and it is 
quite on the car.ds that that may happen. \Ye 
arc trving to bring about that result in 
several' pla,'cs. Onl,v to-ni~ht I haYe had a 
man here in cJ.nnection with a show. People 
arc actively engaged in trying to find new 
goldfields, prospectors are going out, and we 
are doing ovorything we can to help them, 

An 0PPOSITTO:-i ME:."BER: You are not doing 
it. 

:Jir. TOZER: I (ell the hon. member that 
I am doing it; and I can prove it to him. 
\V e <11'0 trving to help the Government. and 
I am not the only one. Many are trying to 
c!o tlw same thin[l'; and we think thoro is a 
reaso!lablo prospect of surccs , which would 
moon benefit not onlv for the Government 
and the Opposition b1·;t also for the workers 
of Qnec·1sland. We have as much sympathy 
for the ,,·orker., of Queensland as anybody 
eh.'; bnt vYo get a certain amount of abuset 
and we a re told that "' e m·e cuLing down 
''"a.c:c-3. \'re are not cut~.ing down wages any 
more dum anvbo<lv else. Other Govern· 
men!>< ha vc had to "do the same thing, and 
''"" hope that tho time 'vill soon come when 

Mr. Tozer.] 
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things will t.lter and a reasonable rate of 
wages crm bo paid. I do not like to see 
an: body out of work. I believe that Queens­
land ha·' resources, and that the time will 
cm:nP-perhavs not straight aw 1y-when, 
if \Ye c_,n encotnage capital to come here 
and pro,pc•ctors to go out, wo shali be able 
to do : ouething t J improve the position. I 
hop that it \Yill be• soon, because it will be 
for the benefit of the l>orkerJ of Queensland. 

~1r. FOLK¥ (£r ichhardt) [9.23]: It is 
rather amusing to listen to the appeals from 
the Govcrrunent benches to hon. 1.aeu1bcrs on 
this side of the Chamber for some plan for 
sohi1:3· Hw unemployed problem. I l woulcl 
apl"'al· to an onlooker that the parliamen­
tar:~ ,.ystcnl hnd just & bout o~1tlivPd its usc­
:fnliF'ss. hccan~c y; P hear the hon. n1cmbor 
for G-yn1pie Inotdhing a lot of phrases and 
fini~l1ins up by boping that scnuething will 
happen in the ~hapc of rhe di~covery uf a 
ncvil goldfield Ol' an 01l find. \YitiJOut offer~ 
ing '1 !lJ s;:>.tnblanrc of any definite plan to 
IHiliirnisc this difficnlty. \ i1nil tl' remark 
app1ie'3 T-o the ho11. ·ltlCDJber for ~Tundah, 
who is on the direl'toraic of one of the bank­
ing in .. titutions of this Stutc. If the know­
lLclgc of upitalist political econo;ny which 
he has clj·,rJla~·cd to-night is tl1c sum total of 
his knowlcrlge, it is a bad lookout for the 
financial in,titutions of Queemland end for 

fi, 'lerally if all the other dire•~-
s are of tlw same calibre and have the 

-,anlc outlook. He n]so, like l.Iicawhcr. 
hoped that something \\Ould turn up. 
Tl1roup;hout the' debat<' it has Lcen evident 
that tl1e Governnwnt have no semblance of 
a s hcme other than what the:· have ]!ut 
forward. 

At 9.25 p.m., 
:\Ir. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. FOLEY: We ha.-c objected, and 
rightly •o, to the methods adopted by the 
Government in dealing with the problem of 
unemployment. Th,, scheme, after all, is 
only a paJliatin'. After it has boon in 
op£·ration for a pcri0d of twelv" months 
or so it should giYe some indication as to 
whether it is coping with the problem. We 
now find that, as a result of this scheme 
and other administrative action of the Go­
Ycrnment, there has been a declino in our 

' national income to such an extent that it 
is now found necessary to double the rate 
of this tax; and e.-en then it is anticipated 
that th•c amount of revenue will not be 
increaY·d. That position has arisen because 
of the decline in our national income. 
Surf'lv it suggr;sts that the methods adopted 
by the GoYemment are wrong, that other 
methods <tre reqnircd, and that sooner or 
later the Gm·crnmcnt will fmd themselves 
up against a dead end and unable to move 
any further. The problem is growing apace, 
much to the detriment of the working people 
of Queensland. About a week ngo the Com­
momvealth Statistician nointed out in his 
statist·ics that tlw annu;.l excess of births 
o\'er dPcdhs amouutod to 71,000. That means 
that, if no cmc is found for the problem of 
unem ploymont, the outlook for the addi­
tional 71,000 boys and girls will be a very 
pvor one indeed. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
Arc you >'Ul'fl of the figure 71,0001 

Mr. FOLEY: That is the ftguro for Aus­
tralia. Th8 ftguro for Quocn,]and would he 
111 proportion to our population. 

[Jl1r. Tozer. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
The figure for New South ·wales ;>lone is 
over 100,000. 

Mr. FOLEY: Probably the c•xce"s of 
71.000 was in respect uf Queensland, and not 
o{ Amtralia. If it is in respect of Queens­
land, then the problem is rnore acuto than 
I illlagined. The Governmfmt are fac~d 
with the problem of providing a place m 
induotrv for those additional boys and girls; 
and, if the problem is not solved by the 
CoYemmont. then probably it will be solved 
111 a crnde n1.~nner at a later date. 

I{on. HlClnbcrs op]'o~itP hayo askc'd if "\Ve 
ban' '11\' '1lan to offer. \Yo ha :e our poli­
tical lH'~)g~ cUl1IT ,., anrl I advise ho~1. xne~l~ 
bnrs oppo .. ,it-, to rl ,ld it. Thu·o they will 
fiu<l a ('Ure for the r1nf'rnployn1ent problem. 
1"nlt ., rr nev r:olcJf,old is ell covered or oil 
is ob! ,inc-d ill- p"yablo quantiti£ ., unless 
the fin~::~ricr" of tlw \Yorl<l arc prepared to 
U'Jl'. c to a re ,:trrangernent which "\vjll pro­
Yt'cll' a better flO~iUon than exists to~day, 
the objrctiYc of the Labour Party. will be 
brought i11to operation in rny lifetime. It 
io the onlY method that can be adopted. 
Hon. nwnibc>rs oppo,,ito realise that their 
plan, for dealing with the problem have 
br.-n illcffc'ct!Yf' up io elate. Uncmploy1nent 
i~ ince::t"1Hg. and the national incon10 i3 
si'cadih· declining. 

::\o attc~L.:i} t is being nrtdc- to solve thi~ 
knott~7 pro·blen1; and the GovrTnnlent, b.v 
extending the unomploymcmt relief scheme, 
arc sl;n·isbh- follm;ing- the methods 'ldopteJ 
in othPl' states. I fitl~l on studying prob~cms 
existing in other parh of the world, cspc .1ally 
such a hig·hly inclu,+ria]i,ed country as the 
United States of _\nwrica, that those problems 
hr outweigh our problems in Australia. The 
politic<tl economists in the United States and 
other countries adYise th.·t the tune bas 
arrived when some definite plan should be 
evolved to preYent chaos and disorder in 
industry. The present position is simply due 
to defects in the pn'sent form of socwty. The 
Government haYc made no attempt to ftncl 
anv other method io deal with unemployment 
th~n the one proposed in thfs Bill. The 
Bruce-Pagr Government appomted a very 
expensive Commission to inquire into unem­
ployment and the stability of business. ';~'he 
powers of the Commission wore certaml.v 
limited. This GoYernment, instead of spend­
ing somewhere in the vicinity of £25,000 in 
an attempt to slandc·l' individual members ?f 
this party, could have spent that money m 
investigating son1e plan to overcon1o our p_re~ 
sent troubles. There are political economists 
and nun1crous specialists in industry 1n 
Queensland, and these, together with r~~llre­
~ontativcs of labour, could evolve a better 
llian than the one '"hich the Government pro­
j;ose. Such a cornmio;ion would probably 
recommend unorthodox methods. l\Iy obserY,J.­
tion of m·ents in the civilised world tell mo 
that the present parliamentar:· mdhods are 
r;roving thelTISf~1vcs Ob<::olete. 

:Mr. MAHER: 'I'bat is ridiculom. 
Mr. FOLEY: That is eYidcnt in Great 

Britain, the United States, and in Germany. 
Apparently C')metbing is wrong. If it is not 
the parlhmcntary system that i~ at fault. then 
it must bo the reprcsontatJvos m Parhament. 
That to a certain extent is the cause of our 
present trouble. 

T'ho SECRET AllY POll LABOUR AND IKDl'STRY: 
If your fingen arc sore, you don't cut your 
hPad off; you deal with tho sore. 
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:\:It·. FOLEY: A scheme that would be 
r-iggcstcd by a bo(~y such as I have in 1nin~ 
wouk! naturally be " temporary one; but It 
would be far better than the one the Govern­
".<H'nt haYe adopted. 

Another solution of our trouble would be 
the abolition of individualism. \Ve have a 
paradox ;;;.hown to us in a country containing 
lf'O,OOO,OOO people, which at the present time 
i; drawing the best specialist,, the best 
art.isan,, and the hest brains of America and 
E11gland aud flncling cn1plo:yn1ont for the~u. 
They aro being taken from those countnes 
in shiploads to Hu:iia to carry on a big 
1 ( eonstrnction plan. 

lvh. l\LmrR : It is sla vc labour there. 
::\Ir. FOLEY: I am not here to argue about 

the forms of labour there; but I am arguing 
that Rue,ia is the only country in the world 
rh at is carrying out a rct onstruction plan, 
and \Yh('!'C, comr,ared with the capitalist.ic 
"or! d. no unemployment exi,ts. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
\You' .i you like the conditions existing there 
to obt<tin in Qu( c<nsland? Of COUl'SC you 
wouldn't. 

Yir. FOLK\': Xo other capitalistic countr.< 
m the world has adopted such a huge 
n'con~trnc<iou plan, .and one inYoh~ipg S~l('h 
a grL'al ar.,ount of technical and cnginecrnlg 
><kill. If that couuh can carry out a plan 
of that nature ihcn there is son1cthing 
fundanH~ntnlly ~\TOng '' ith the po-,ition i:a 
capitalist countrif,··:, which cannot do an:y­
thing to solYe thci1· unctnvloyn1cnt problems. 
Thi:; is not the tlm_e to ,a rh uo as to whether 
1h~ fDl'm of ··J( ictv thev liaYe laid down is 
correct or not, as' to whether the methods 
ndoptct ar~: COJTP.ct or not, or a: to \~hethc:.~ 
ihc aluount uf rc~muncration paid to L:-.bour 
1~ :-unit ~hlt or not; I am not arguing on 
tho:-:.e poinr-.. \l: argun11~'nt is that, under 
th:_~il· ~ystC'Hl, they aro app.ll'C'Htly able to 
ul!Jer1 ;-1 kc a Uig i'Cton::-tructlon plan for a. 

n1neh larg(_T than our~J and fac:ed 
greater problcnl:-3. B-. ;dl 

-,_cco_m.._ 1 ht\ r!.l'C carrying OUt t:wt IJlllll 
~UCCC''·_- ful1y. 

I ' had the nlc>asure of reading a vPry 
fine dealing ;Yith Ru~:-5ia.n po"ition_ 
Frmn l gh rtJH'd interest ;n§! infor-
:rnarion tlwt the plan cont-unplates the annt1al 
snp1)ly of 22·~ billicn k1losvntt bonr.o; of clr:c-
1ricit.:·, 180,CJO,O:·J tons cf cord, and 60,000,000 
barn h of crnd pctrolc11rr1 o1ls vrocluccd 
fl 0.11 ne'.·: Gon_ .. ,, The lor1:ing of the river.~ 
Dnir·ncr !"'.ntl Don--a ·h·ork that was con· 
siderCJ an i1npo· ibilit~ under the old reg-in1(:: 
on account of the huge cnpital rcqnh~cd~i. 
110-, b\.ing- enrri"cl out to In·-d\.o these le11gth? 
wetrn-ra\ ~ trafficable ancl to exploit the 
trade o( the hinterland. 'I'he Russians have 
revolutionised ag-ricultural production. In 
addition 'O all the 0 things, they ha Ye to 
face an incre3scc1 population of 3,500.00[, 
.Yearly. Thes:-~ people have to be absorbed 
in the new indnstrif'' that have bPcn ceeatcd. 
~-fy poi:Jt i thnt, if it io JlOssible for tho'o 
peupk RO to orguui.so their couutr.v that 
sucfx~s~ sccnL~ a· ~urcd, then surely thcr0 
rriW:•t. be sornci hing \\Tong wjth our present 
social orde- if we cannot do likewise. If 
scrn('thing is not done shortly, then the.re is 
no other aHernatiYe for the people not only 
in this but in other countries but to take a 
hand themselves and cndoavou1· to do some­
thing in the right direction. From thc 
M.inistcr and everv other hon. member who 
has spoken on the 'Government side, we have 
the ·startling admission that the Government 

an: dt~,-o1d of any plan. They frankly adrnit 
this is a pulliatiw. quite apart altogether 
from the methods that are being adopted tn 
nil •e the mone:c. In the country of which 
l ha yr, SlJOkcn the \~ ork0rs arc not taxed 
to cany out their plan. 'I'he,· mav havo a 
lower sLndard than the European s't:tnd•nd; 
but there has boon an improycmcnt in their 
condjtions :o the extent of 35 per c<·nt. 
conqmrcd with pre-war days, and that 
dc,,pltl1 the fact that an indu,-trialisation 
polic3 is being pur~ued in a nation of 
l80,000,C10 people'. As I pointed out earlin', 
\dwn the JH'C"ent Administration go to the 
country at the next elect'ons, let them h_ 
opon and toll the people that they h ;Vo 

fallen dmn1 on the job; that the\· hav·· 
found it impos3iblo to solve the uncmplor­
lr.ont yrobl<'m. Lo.t tlwru tell the people 
t!tat. n"t, ".d o.f tcllmg them, as they did at 
tn~ last (:Jc•ctwn. tl1ar 10,0~0 people -.vere 
going to LJC' found pl'l'IlHtncnt enlp}o--n1ent 
}Jy nH ·ns of rai:-!ing ne\\' loans. 

\fr. EDY-,\RDS: Labonr put them on the 
ra,tion systf'lTI. 

Mr. FOLEY: Labour at least will intro­
duce some system that is better thaJl the 
Jn:c·sent system. If this question is not dealt 
\nth by a Gm·ernment in Queensland, it will 
ho dealt with by some GoYern.ment in Aus­
tralia. Australia will have to follow the 
rest of the world. At the International 
Finance Conference it is poscihlo that some 
system of finance will he arranged which will 
produce a gradual chaPge for the better; 
hut any man who studios the methods of 
production to-day must realise that, although 
you may do all these things, it will only he 
a matter of a few 'ears before we shall be 
up against it ag~ln. Englanc~'s trouble 
to-day is that she has lost 38 per cent. of 
h>:~· export trade. It "as not the monetary 
sy,tcm th:<., collap ed, b•1t the economic 
sysl:em. The collapse of the monctaty sy"tom 
follo,,-cd the collapse of the economic svsten1. 
Owin[:( to the introduction of science and 
labour-saving methods in order to cut down 
production cost,; to meet the competition of 
the Yarious capitalistic countries we have 
re :ched a point at which the ma'rkets have 
reached saturation point. That is the funda­
mental reason. for tho present crisis, althout:h 
there arc qmtc a number of other things 
whic,h have assisted in bringin& nbout the 
present crisis. \V here are the n~w markets? 
lVIr. Ford WB compelled to go to Europe 
and manuhcture in Europe cars that prc­
YlOusly were exported from America. The 
~ame tJ:!ing has been done in regard to other 
md.ustnPs. 'I'he only hope left is the moderni­
sahon of India and China. That is too far 
off t.o hope that the difliculty will he patched 
up m hme to preYent a crisis. No matter 
!10,,. Great Britain maY bridge the gap even 
If they wipe out· their war indehtedn~ss, it 
will only. he a matter of time when, as the 
re;mlt of mrreased productivity in the indus­
trJal world, they will again reach the point 
where the markets of the world are saturated 
and the owm;rs of wealth-producing agencies 
cease opcratwns ; and then we shall rret 
hack to conditions similar to those existing 
at present. 

A GovERN'-'fENT MEMBER: What do you 
suggest? 

Mr .. FOLEY: 'I',he job is yours at the pre­
sent tJ;ne. Labour ha:• a programme which 
embodies what I consider a solution of our 
present trouble. Whether the Labour ·move­
ment will be so organis"d as to be able to 

Mr. Fo!ey.] 
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put its programme into operation is some­
thing for the future. The onus is on the 
Government at the present time; and, if 
they cannot devise something better than the 
present "cheme, w,hich has proved itself 
unworkable; as can be seen from the drift 
in the State's income, there is very little 
hope for Queensland. 

Mr. BR1_:CE (llenncdy) [9.45]: There is 
something in what the hon. nv.mbcr for 
Leichhardt says, because btmincss executives 
and leaders of finance in ...._L\.nlcrica are warn­
ing their collea:;ues that Jomething must be 
done in regard to the question of unemploy­
ment. They recog-nise that they will be 
h,:stcning tile clash of the classes if they do 
not do Fomething to alleviate the unemploy­
ment \vhich now exists. No real .effort is 
being m:tde to provide people with sufficient 
food and shelter on a decent scale ; but the 
policy being adopted throughout the world 
is to give doles to the \vorkers to keep them 
quiet. 

That practice is being followed by the 
present GovcrnmuJt in Queensland, Ko 
effort i·· being· milde to give the workers any­
thing like decenc clothing, food, and shelter. 

A Gon:moJENT ~·IE:IJBER: That is not true. 

::11r. BHUCE: While the wages paid during 
the past eighteen months or two years may 
have kept the peo)Jle in bare food, they ha vc 
been drawing on the srr~all saving;:; tnade by 
thern during the Labour adn1inistration. 
Thcv hay{C exhausted tho~.c sa\'ings, their 
clotflCs and bf'ots are \Ycarin~_, out, and the 
starvation is approachjng. The Go-
vcrnnwnt cnde.a.youred to keep the 

on the bare s•,:trvution li1w. It is 
r._ccc~sarv to cuuycr::3 \Yith anv o£ the 

111en "·ho ru:~~~ on the iu.,8nnittont' 
l'ehcf \VOi'k t.J learn true position. 

The hon. 
whether 

''· ugcs 
\YOUld 

ll'rra.rd to "\VDPC"> hours aPd 
·s ~[ industry t~ t)ho IndL;stri;.l 

,.,·ould interfere ·w!Lh arbitra-
sht:tpe or The hon. n1cmbers 

thoee 111 1929 ha vo 
turned a complete sorncrsuult sinco then. 

hliYe stated definitely in this House 
then that they carmot keep their 

pronLi'-·c-J. Some hon. 1nembers haye said 
they cannot keep them; others have said 
that they will not· keep them. \Vhat was 
said to .the electors in 1929 has been repeatedly 
contradicted by hon. members opposite. 
Secretary for Labour and Industry inter-

[Mr. Foley. 

jected to the hon. member for Gregory, wl:n 
was saying that certain men should not b0 
expected to do a .certain an1ount of \Vork, 
that gangers VYcrc given instructions to use 
their (JWn discretion in those 1natte1 ,.. Yet 
\Ye had in the press the sta temcnt of the 
Secretary for I .. 1.llour c.nd Industry that· men 
who were unable to do labourers' work 
through not lJeing accustorned to it, or who, 
because they were not getting the n, cessary 
food. could not do the "ork, wore malin­
gerei·s on the job. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAil. WAYS: That is not 
true. 

Mr. DRUCE: It is absolutely true, and it 
was published in the loc(ll press. If the 
Minister contradicts me for the next half 
hour, he will not alter the fact. The hon. 
member for Bulimba, ;n an attempt at cheap 
sarcasm, referred to the v;, ashervvomen of 
Queensland as the comrades of the Labour 
Party. I am proud of the association of the 
Labour Partv with washerwomen or any 
other class of persons who have to toil for 
a living and who are insufficiently paid. 
The washerwomen of Queensland are aa 
decent as the hon. mcmbe,· for Bulimba, 
and some of thcn1 arc more intetljgent. 

The TREASuRER : She never said anything 
of the kind. 

::\fr. BRUCE: She did. The ;c things 
should not be said; and tho oniy woma,u 
in the House should not indulge in cheap 
sarcasrr1 at th0 cxpPllSG of \Yomcn 1vho are 
unable to protect thcms2lvcs. (G O\'ornment 
interruption.) The hon. nwmb·or made 
iJw statcmr'Jt in if people 

ono child 
:md that the 

\VorkilL: 1•;er:~ brought 

bcr for 
o£ her 
o£ thi:J 

J\Ir. 13I\'CC ~~~ : 
not here. 

The Tr::~.I..SLRi:T.: I 1ras. 

gcnt1c.:r'1ll \Yas 

an1 

15 not 

withdraw, l\lr. Speaker. 
The Secretary Labour and Industry said 
that tho administration of this fund is cost­
ing- about 4 per cent. As a mattc;r of fact, 
his department has very little to do with 
it Seventy-five per cent. of the time of the 
police is occupied in administering this 
work, and the Commicsioner for Main Roads 
has been responsible for much of the work ; 
and, if the wages paid in these departments 
were taken into consideration, we would find 
that the cost was very much more than the 
amount stated by the Minister. The Police 
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Department is doing excellent work so far 
:as it has eorne under II1) notice; and~ lu.d 
it not been for its suggestions to the l\linis~ 
ter, the dcpctrtmcnt WOUld ha VC been hope­
}(':;:'' in its arhnini"tration. 

E£Crly in the life of this Parliament the 
Government introduced legidation enablin;s 
leaseholders to convert their land to the 
freehold tenure; and now it is proposed to 
exploit the misfortunes of a certain section 
of the people with a Yiew to improving the 
freehold propert;·;s so converted. H is pro­
posed to ccrrv out this work at the expen~e 
of the unemplo:7ed and the taxpayers. Tlus 
is not a proper expenditure of the money, 
nor is it a proper utilisation of the services 
of the men concerned. 

The Minister has referred to the North 
Coast deviation. That >York had been in 
-operation for some time before the Labour 
Government left office, and the "orkers were 
in receipt of the basic wage of £4 5s. per 
-week; but immediately the present Govern­
ment assumed office approximately 1,000 men 
on that work were di'smissed and were re­
Bngaged as relief workers under this scheme. 
In addition, 3.000 men ,,·ere dismissed from 
the Railway Department. They automatic­
ally became relief workers in receipt of relief 
rates of pay. Seventy-five per cent. of the 
n1on novv enr-aged on. relief work are men 
who ha Ye been dismissecl . by the present 
Goyemmcnt fro' 1 positions carrying award 
rates of pay. Tho::-o men haYo been com­
pelled to accept rr,1icf work at. relief rates 
of The people wen directly taxed to 

fund, thereby 
that burden. 

have been 
relief 

of 
direction a 

table of this House in 
a question on the 8th instant. It is 

in this propc·:al-
"At a small expense Ill each case, 

suitable unemploy0cl persons can be 
placed on the land with Government 
assistance by agreement with persons 
who hold in their own right more land 
than they can profitably use.'' 

Hero V\"0 haYC an adrni':,;-;ion th?.t landholclen 
possess more land than they can profitably 

use. They should be made to give up for 
the benefit of the unemployed all land in 
excess of the area they can profitably use. 
The proposal proceeds-

" Already a ntunbcr o£ n.grc .:1nents of 
this kind have been made and a number 
of men have been placed on the land at 
a minimum of expense. It is proposed 
to extend this principle considerably, and 
such settlers could well be financed out 
of money allocated to the State by the 
Federal Government. It is the cheapest 
and most profitable form of settlement 
at the present time. If more capital 
wore available, the owner of the land 
could be loaned a sum not exceeding 
£100 for the purpose of building a 
shack, providing implements, animals, 
poultry, fencing materials, and eve•ry­
thing necessary for giving a reasonable 
start to any worthwhile applicant. At 
the present time funds are so limited 
that it is not possible to do all these 
things. and consequently the assist_ance 
must be confined to persons who mther 
have a few pounds of their own or are 
lucky enough to strike agreements with 
thei-r prospective landlords sufficiently 
liberal to tide them over the first twelve 
months of settlement. Even so, the 
department has recei>·ed quite a number 
of offers of land, a number of agree­
me,tL have been made, and a number 
of persons have been settled. The proper 
utilisation of '"ail a blo lands of this type 
by such a system of settlement \Yould not 
on!·· increase the wealth of the State, 
but: "·ould help to stabilise :-:conomic con­
ditions in districts which at prc sent arc 
somcv:ilat ~ma·rsoly populated.'' 

£2 DJ' on~r pC'l' \\~cck ls. 
£4 or on~r per ·Fcek 2s. 
£5 or oYer per ·week 3s 
£6 or O\ er per \\'CCk 4s. 

£8 or over per ·Neck 6 '• 
£10 Ol' over per vveck '" 

10s. 
£12 or over pel' >YeCk 14s. 
£16 OYer per week 20s. or 
£18 week 30s. or over per 
£20 or over per week 40s. 

JJlr. Bruce.] 
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If that pl'OJY:•,al were ar.ceptecl, it would 
p·ovicle more than. the npcesc',cry capital 
r<•quircd not only to pay the present unem­
ployed relief rates, but to pay tho basic wage 
of £4 5<. per week ; and, if the basic wage 
\10l'e paid, it wou:d make for the resuscita­
Tion of busine~s, seeing that the spending 
capacit,- of the pe::>plo would be greater. I 
bclieYe that scheme was placed before the 
GoYernment, but it could hardly be expected 
that the Government would adopt a 
graduated scale which did not suit their 
friends; and, as the higher salaric' would bo 
nffcctcd under a graduated ecale, the Govern­
Pl<>nt would not consider the matter. The 
:flat rate has been accepted by the Govern­
' ent. and, despite v·hat thc·y claim to haYC 
<lone for the unemployed, they do not state 
the fact thflt they will not touch those who 
arl' be;;;,t able to pay. Under the schen1e now 
tl~1de1· discussion a nutn rccciying £104 will 
pay £2 12s. per annum. Can anyone seriously 
coniend that the sacrifice which that man i., 
ea !led npon to make is comparable with the 
l"'Y"wnt of £25 by a man receiving £1.000. 
ur £250 by the person in recoeipt of £10,000 
'1Cr a.nnlllTI? To the 1nan with an iucon1e of 
£J.OOJ 1wr annum a tax of £25 is not. to 
1l'·C· '' colloquialism, a button off his waist­
(O&t; yet 'iYC ha Ye the loY',cer-I)aid vvod\:er 
LaYinrr to "UV SOH1Pthing for his O'ivn upkeep 
and tl1c upl~'c,ep of his c]ppcnclants. These 
n;en arc paid half tlw rate of wages fixed by 
the Ind:1~tri1l Court. ·when giving decisions for 
food and clothing· yet thc':'i-. have to pay for 
f ]cc:tric lizrht und ot~1cr thine'· There i~ 
L) r _duc:tion in rat-,'-;, no rp<Juction in insur­
. ,ere. nul other , hing·s. anrl thc'y ha Ye to 

( a1·c for their 1L'w-born childrf n, and to pro­
vide for the care of the mothn after the 
c!t11d has be n born. 

Th: ~ is clcl!nit"l-;r a ~la'.·crv ;:ystc'rrL \Yhcn 
·for Le-ichharClt 1.ntR t:pcnk­

op:):' lte interjC'CtPd a',ont 
RllS"ia. Condit-ion-, in Cueens­

to-tht,· ar'J wor· than tho con(litio~;s 
Hussia :" and tht~ Gov€THD1Cllt arc doing 

nothing to rc]i,on the position by way of 
:a ~:ing t-ho ~ who arc n1)le to pay. ....'~.Jnong"t 
the· uneulployc'd to-clay are n1cn "\Yho prl'~ 
'i0n, lY wcr- jn :;:}lc1tcrf'd ]oba- class of 

,\·ho neYer be fore ha'• b.een unemployt'd. 
.. f'rc arc ('l ~"'illCCl'.;:_ c1~rks of al1 kinds, and 

r,~._·connt;-nt o-11 tht• uncmplo:·cd list; and it 
nl8-·' :-nrprisc lion. lHCinb'"'rs to know that 
thf'r · an:- t ,yo n::cdical officer,.-; on the- unc·nl-
pic l is,t. of those men ha vo 
n out whcrebv their lahonr 

b,• utili,ecl profitaLly; ·and they have 
rn.-tdr1 propof3n1.;- to t~1..-- Secrei'ar:;: for Labour 
and Inclnstrv. I have been told bv these 
JllC'~1 t:ult 1h1;l'C is tnorc th~ul a suspidon t1mt 
::_:(•!'!~' nf thcir lJi'OpositionR h 1VO bCC'll handed 
to pri,-ctc enterprise to exploit. The Sccre­
t<_uy for LaUonr and Industrv strc·,sed th ~ 
diiTcrcnce bet\Yccn the position of Queens­
land and that of South .\ustralia. Victoria. 
and Xcow 8·mth \'Vales. First of all, I would 
point out that there was £5,0l0.000 in the 
TrC'fl'-'Ury in Queensland when the Labour 
Pru·t.~· ~~·pnt· out of pDwPr 'iYhilc in tho. oth~r 
St 'tee; 1hcrc were overdrafts. In V10toncc 
liot on!,- did the Legislative Council mm·o 
fm· a reduction in the rates of pay to unem· 
p!oYcd orkers. but I was clown in Victorict 
,,-hen !he Legislo.tive Assembly carried 
rcsoluiiom tha~ 1he workers be paid the basic 
Witf'('; but. when the Legislative Assembly 
se1ct up a taxing Bill to the Council to 
raise the necessary money to pay that wage, 
th<> LegislatiYe Council turned it down. 

[21!r. Bruce. 

E\·c1·:· cne of the St<tes mentioned by tht> 
Sc d'C t<ny for L.cbour and Inductry is handi­
capped by Legislative Councils, and. unfor­
t·tnatl'ly. the~" Tory LcgislatiYc Councils 
n~fusc to llpJlort the pr0110'al.s carried by 
the clectiYo r' prp-:''lli ~ttivl'S of the people 
in the Legis! .tivc .\.-_ mbly. The propooals 
of the Labour Leiiislative As.-emblies of 
South \u,tralia, Yit'toria, and ~ew South 
\Y ales ha-,~n been counternct0d by Tory 
Lcc(i,,lative Council,. Fortunat0lv in 
Qu,.-.cusllnd we arP not hampered " by a. 
T.c.ffi"htive Council. and for Jlftccn vears 
rhc Lubom· Government were able to l;,ain­
tain high standard of livinz and high rates 
of pa:;. Th·- CoY('l'llnlent Ollpo.:sitc an• not 
ll,llllpc~rf ,J by a Legislative Council; and, if 
they wi,hcd. tlwY could do much more than 
i> propo'C·cl in this Bill on behalf of unem­
ployc'l \Yorke ·s. \Ye lwxe a Comnlonv.Tallh 
La l:onr Gon)nHncnt elected by thr· IJCople 
with a Senate, the members of which do all 
t h,,,. JlC sibly can to counteract any effort 
be· the' Labour GO\Trntdent to alleviate the 
cJndirion of the unemployed. 

TLc Tt1'"'S1-REE: At prc·ent the Sen"te 
~avin.;· Au:::tndin. 

:vir. BR liCE: I cannot understand what 
the hon. gentleman means by that statement. 
He perhaps refers to the fact that the Senate 
lll'L'Ycntr'l the Con1mon~·, ealth Gover11ment 
ham adopting a fiduciary note iesuc. Surely 
the Trea,urer ho.3 not rectd the papers during 
1 hf) la~t wcc~k or so, because Great Britain 
has adopted a fiduciary note issue, having 
l1ccn forced to do so by economic necessities; 
and the effect of that has been to improve 
the trach of .\.u,tralia trcmendouslv. The 
C'hrunber.;; of Corntncrce in _\ustralia '8,re coE­
gratn1ating thetn~elYes b~causc Great Britain 
1 1~ ado;Jtf'd a fiduciary note issue, \·;hllc the 
Conu.::onw0:·lt~ Penatr• preYcntecl the intro­
dunir:m of a flclucial"·' nott: is~me which v•;'Ould 
haYe been the sahation of Austra!ic, tweh·c 
1<:on1hs ago. It appears ihat the Federal 
Trca,m·pr_ :\1r. Thcodor0, was about two 
yours ahead of the tirnc. II (' put his finger 
on the 'p·ing wbich ' ould have released 
credit_:; to ) .. ustralia two i cars before the 
13riti~'l ecoromists cliscoYercd that it was a 
wa" of sa!Yation. The Dank of England 
found lr was not pos-iblc to 1naintain a gold 
>tanclarcl, and adopted " fiduciary note issue. 
It is no wonclcr that we have a clcf1cit of 
£1.800.000: no wonder that all our available 
cnd1 has clisarlpe~recl, and that businep·. is. 
Wvrs• th-en it was before; no wonder that 
there are mor"" unemployed in Queensland 
than eYc-r before, when the Treasurer says 
ti'0 ~r'n~te 1~ ~ rtYing Au:o-tralir. The~ pcopln 
\Yho attad<ecl t'1o Commonwealth Labour 
Gc,~·cnancnt for sugge-.;ting a fiduciary note 
i.':· ,e ha1·e turned a complete yolte fac~, and 
are now applauding the British Government 
for having adopted a fiduciary note issue. 

The Government opposite have not been 
hampered by a Legislative Council. The 
comparisons made by the Secretary for 
Labour a ncl Industry prove definitely that the 
state of things in Victoria is clue to the fact 
that the LegislatiYc Council t..lctere refused 
to support the T:,xation Bill sent up from 
the Assembly providing for the payment of 
the basic \vage to the unemployed workers. 
The same difficulty has been experienced in 
South Australia and New South Wales. In 
addition to that, as mentioned by the hon. 
1nembcr for W arrego, those Governments. 
got into power after a long run of Tory 
Governments had left large deficits. They 
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arc reaping the difficulties that we shall 
prob,, bly have to .meet twelve mo:1.ths 
hence. As I have sard, we shall be commg 
in when the money ava"ilable three years ago 
has disappeared through the mad-hatter 
policy of the Government; but I feel sure 
that, by a prope_r form of graduated tax, the 
Labour Party v,rll be able to do much better 
than the Government opposite, to give some­
thing approximating the basic wage, to give 
a spending power to the people by which the 
primary producer will have a market for his 
commodities, and be able to employ men on 
his farm. 

'Thr SEcnn.\RY FOH L ,norR A~D IOiD1:~nw : 
Don't forget that '' Hansard" records this 
speech. 

Mr. BRUCE: The hon. gentleman can 
see the writing on the wall. I agree with 
him that we shall be on the other side next 
year, and he may be here telling me about 
the speech I mctde to-night; but I am 
expressing m~ opinion that the time has 
arrived when Gm-crnments have to adopt 
more drastic policies. \Yhether they be 
Nationaiist or Labour, they canno~ continue 
on the lines of the p,,. t. People cannot be 
allmvecl to work under slaverv conrlitions 
or starv('. Unleso, something on "the .,e lines is 
done, theJ'e will bo mor·e serious problems 
to face. Once upon a time navvies were out 
of cmplo,·ment from time to time, but 
nobody worried about them. 'To-day a dif­
ferent class of people are unemployed, and 
their friends anrl relations are agitated 
about the unemployment que:.tion. It m.ty 
not be in Q.uecnsland or Australia; but, if 
something is not don<', tho workers will not 
stand a minority livi:1g on the fat of the 
land and doing pmetically no work while 
thousands of others a-r0 stan7 ing or arc put 
on a dole cutting grass or doing other jobs 
"\Yhich are unprodnctiv~~ :1nd an Insult to 
their intelligcncP, and then go homo to see 
the-ir vrivc:;; and fm11ilics ·with in~ufficient 
food and clothing, unable to pay insurance, 
secure mcdiral serviC'e, or live under decent 
conditions. 'The position in Qucer<slancl to­
clay is an a bsolutc: scandal to any man who 
has any appreciation :)f British shndards of 
justice for human bcinge. The graduated 
tax \Vhich has b0en '<uggc-tccl will affect 
every member of this Hou::'; and surely 
no member will object to paying his quota. 
Surely, too, that remark applies to every 
other n1an ','-·hof',e incOJne may be larg'~'. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 'The hon. mem­
ber h 1s e··:hausted the time allow0cl him 
under the Standing Ord' rs. 

l\Ir. B1'LCOCK (JJ•11·. oo) [10.25]: It is 
unfortuPate that we should be compcllc>d to 
appn,ach thl~ question under hYo SC'Yerc 
handir"ps. ThP m'-""ne is one of far­
ronching importune" involY1ng the economic 
and financial po,ition of the State. During 
the last s0ssion nnd thi.~ se .,Jon \Ve have 
sought to obtain fmro1 the l\1inister informa­
tion conce;'ning the operations of this law, 
but wo have been unsuccessful in spite of 
his promi:-:cs. 'This year quc,tions have been 
asked in order to be bdter able to uncler­
st1nd the ramifications of the law; but we 
have been sicle-trackPJ by the Minister, 
\Yho has stated that tlw report of the cleput­
ment will contain the information. That 
report is not aYailable. 

I propose to address myself more particu-
1arly to the phases of vocational training 
and land settlement, which everybody be-

1931-3 w 

lie> c., oiTc>L, a. practical solution of the 
problem. It is pr,)posecl to give certain 
iJutruction at the Technical College­
quite a landable intention-but we 
,hould consider the nature of the !rain­
uw that will be given to the boys. 
w7, Jun-e no avricultural training facili­
ties in the St.ct_, apa,rt from our Agri­
cultural .College at Gatton, despite the fact 
that we haYe experiment farms scattered· 
throughout Queensland. There '1re certain 
fundamentals of agriculture which could be 
imparted as well at a technical college ag at 
an expcrirncnt farn1 or an agricultural 
cc)llegc. 'The boys who arD placed at River­
view and kindred institutions should enter 
those institutions arn1ed with a knowledge 
of the fundamcn+-.tl principles underlying the 
practice of agriculture. It will br quite 
poPsible, bee a u- e many of our boys have­
scholarship standards. Many of them have 
junior and higher standards, while some, 
through their know ledge of elementary 
science, could readily assimilate the applica· 
tion of those principles to agriculture. Why 
not extend tho 1'11inister's scheme of training 
boys to thos,, with these attainments? Agri­
culture has been described as the oldest 
of arts a ne! the newc"t of sciences. It is 
intemcly scientific to-cla:. It is through mis­
understanding the facts of agriculture that 
people have not r.ppreciated the scientific 
basis on which it is founded. The twelve 
week-;' training proposed q.nder tho scheme 
is totally inadequate. rrhere is no guarantee 
that. \1 hen the boys have finished their 
training, they will be properly trained. Only 
a limited number of boys ar£' being trained, 
and thev could receive a much more efficient 
training: in homE~ surr0U11dings by a short 
cource in ag-riculture at our technical college. 
_\ course in agriculture can be taken at the 
Sydney technical college, and that course· 
not only caters for the prospective boy who 
desires to g-o to the agriculrural college, but 
is ahv aYailab]n to a person vvith a backyard 
go rdcn ,,,·ho d0t'ircs to acquirr .a knowledge 
of the principles of agriculture. Production 
on the land is one branch of a solution of 
our problems, and we sbuuld not ne;s·lect to 
n rm our boys '"ith a knovdedge of those 
fundamental principles which are so essentiaL 
Any graduate of an agricultural college 
could a.ct as an instrnctor. In this manner 
boys could be equipped with a rudimentary 
scientific training which they could not 
acquire at River\·iew and such institutions. 
The Department of Ag-ricnltnre could draw 
up a simple syllabus for these boys. 1\' oth­
ing but gm d wunlcl come from training 
boys 11rin1arily along the·''? line,-. 

It is not n•ry often that I find myself in 
agreement with the Minister; but on this 
occasion I am in whole-hearted agreement 
with him in diseouraging tho idea that a 
man can become 60 per cent. self-supporting 
by being settled on a 5-acre bloek. It is an 
uneconomic proposition, and the sponsors 
of the ide1, have no idea of the hardships 
they would inflict on the unfortunate people 
settled on 5-acre blocks. Such a scheme is 
a snare and a delusion. Even assurning 
that innumerable 5-acrc blocks suitable for 
tobacco culture wer0 available, the scheme 
is bound to fail, bPcausfl the cultiYation of 
tobacco connoms the erection of a drying 
plant on the block. Tobacco leaf bruises so 
readily that it could not be transported. 

The Premier and Minister are at variance 
on fundamental points of the proposition. 

Mr. Bttlcock.] 
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On several occasions the P·remier told the 
hon. mo•nber for Queenton that agricultural 
lands arc being put to their fullest possible 
use. The Secretary for La hour and Indus try 
suggesco that it is possible to find agricul­
tural lands in the State that are not being 
put to their fullest possible use. Probably 
the hon. gentleman is more correct than the 
Pre1nier. I belkvc there aro h:nds in tho 
State on >Yhich desirable unemployed people 
could be settled. \Ve have the tragic story 
of wlclicr settlement. Quite a part from the 
type of men ••·ho went on to a block and 
walked off after the £620 grant ha<i expired, 
we know there Ycore men who wont on to 
soldier .. ,ettlcment blocks and made an 
honest endeavour to make good, but they 
had not the fundamental qualifications to 
make good. They had not the phy~ique, or 
their early environment had been wrong. 
There are a hundred and one reasons why 
honourable good fellows failed in land settle­
ment. We cannot afford to reproduce that 
state of affairs. VV c cannot afford, for the 
individual's sake or for the c~\·cliL of the 
State to put persons on blocks where they 
are f~rcdoomed to failure. There is a type 
of individual who could not make a living 
off a block even though it was a block 
of A gr,de lanrl. On the other hand, 
there are individuals who will make a living 
off land. I have in mind one man, an 
optometrist b7 profe~sion and a. graduate of 
a Scottish University. Although It was 
admitted that his optical degree was equal 
in merit to the certificate granted by our 
own Optomet·rists' Board, he w.as refused 
registration and could not practJse because 
there was no reciprocity between Queonsla.nd 
and Scotland. In despair he went on to a 
small block of land and is doing very well. 
That show' the difficulty of making a selec­
tion-almost an insuperable difficulty. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDL:STRY : 
I know an engineer who is the most success­
ful pineapple grower in the metropolitan 
area. 

Mr. BULCOCK : That is so ; and, on the 
other hand, you might have a man who 
spent all the years of his life on a farm and 
yet could not run a farm. 

I appreciate the nature of these difficul­
ties; and that brings me to a consideration 
of this question: We must have land, and 
we must have good land; but, unfortunately, 
there is a. tendency to disparage la.nd that is 
just a little inferior to th.e best land. I 
think we should have a s01l survey of the 
land rcsourcas of the State. That is a work 
that should be undertaken by the Depart­
ment of Agriculture or a kindred depa•rt­
ment, so that we would know at the outset 
just where we stan~. There m~s~ be ,no 
delusion on the questwn of what It IS gomg 
to cost to settle a man on the land. Any 
person who believes that, if we provide up 
to £100 for implements, tools, a shack, and 
that sort of thing, we are going to establish 
a settler on the land at that cost know very 
little about the .economic conditions which 
prevail at the present time. You cannot 
establish a man on the land at a cost of 
£100 nor at double or treble that figure. 
He ~ould have to be a ve·ry good man who 
could become self-supporting at a cost of less 
than from £300 to £400. What is the use of 
arguing as certain people are prone to do 
to-day, ~nd what is the use of .raising hopes 
in the minds of people who are m a desperate 
and forlorn position that we can solve their 

[Mr. Bulcock. 

problem and at the same time solve our own 
proLlem by putting these people on small 
blocks of land? \Ve cannot do it, and it is 
unfair on the part of those people who say 
we can to insist that it can be clone. I 
respect the gentleman who is leading this 
agitation, but he has, I am afraid, no prac­
tical knowledge of the problems assoCiated 
1vith it. I can show him some costs relating 
to the bringing into profit of a small block 
of land which would indicate how futile the 
argurnont~ are, and how wrong it is to raise 
hopes in the bosoms of people who honestly 
desire iJ get on the land, and who honestly 
believe that the solution of the problem 
lies in the settlement of 5-acre blocks. There 
is no solution in that direction. vVe have 
raore problems to consider than just placing 
individuals on the land. 

The Minister told u, this aftnrnoon that 
most of the voocl lands of the f>tato have 
been nlicnnU'd. rrh:.,t i~ unfortun:-ttcly true. 
nnd thf' · are still being a1icnatc·d. Some 
two vcu;·~ \VO on ihi:) siclc, recc::;nisin6 
thai ~a woulcl arise ,.,-hen it \Von1d 
ln: n·.·cc for the Steto to have spfedy 
;:.ccc.•·;; to bt· t land;:; of the St_1.tc. 
(_:a rucstl~· oppo~cd the further alienation of 
our lands. Our nrgurnents were put on o1w 
-idf Tt y r~s poinlPd ont that w.~ \VCr"'. urgu­
ill'r a ;;ol1C'Y that ·was no: in the best intcrPsts 
of

0

the l Staie. ~ow the situation has ari:3en. 
The :\lini,:er himself savs. '' Ouc· Govern­
;lJt'nt. .·nd L_ore partlcufarl.,.,. past t;ovcrr:­
l1lfllt;-.. lmvc a1iedated the best of tl1_c agn~ 
cultural lands of the State." TlHt Is hue. 
If one i'cquin•s a small block. of .hr:d, ono 
,-,nd' that it has 3. fre(:holcl t1tle. Tlwco JS 

practic:-dly no lea·~-:bold ]and in C
1 os_e 

proximity to the markets. that can be qulti­
valc·.-1 to-cl --. How casrly we could nave 
settled the major portion of this probkm, 
associated with land settlement, if the land 
ha.l not been alienated! \Vith the eo-opera· 
ion of the Lands Dcpannent and !he D. p:"rt­
rncn1- of Agriculture, \vo could hf1vc put 
people on small blocks at practically no. cost. 
But if we repo~-,c'.~ed ou1;:;;elvcs of our lands. 
now, we would put a staggering burden on 
the individual wl.J goes on to that land. 
Therefore WC hil in that direction. vYe 
have the example of ~Iount Abundance to 
sho:v the difficulties selectors encounter. VVe 
Cftnnot us" the reserves of the State for the 
purpose of individual land settlement. IV e 
cannot c: pcnd big mms of '!'oncy. for the 
J:urch. se of land, therefore It Is obvwu:, that 
"c cannot embark on a big system of land 
rcfoJ·mation in the State. The alternauve 
the ~\1 ini,·tcr offers us of share-farming is an 
alternative as old as the hills. Even with­
out thP assistance of the department there 
is nothing to prevent individuals fr?m 
cngacing ln sharo-farmjng. Sharo-far1n1ng 
is practised in all the States of the C'•m­
monwcalth, particularly in the dairying a,nd 
wh2at-gro-.ring industries. I admit th~t 
manv men in the wheat industry gDt thmr 
initial start in ehare-farming; but it is 
doubtful whether share-farming will succeed 
at the present time with our limited market. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The proposal i< more tenant­
farming than share-farming. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I do not want to intro­
duce any politirql pas<,ion, because 1 think 
the question is toO' ·big for that. Rut 
whc•thcr it is share-farming or !Pmmt­
farming, this fact does emerge-that, owing 
to the policy of the Government and of 
past Governments, we are unable at this 
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critical juncture in the affairs of tho State 
to solve the problun in the w. y in ·, kch it 
should be •oh·ed. The conditions I have 
pointed out strenrrthrH the clalrn of thi.~ 
side that the public should not ·IJe 
furtho1· alienated. similar ciiffi-
eultl uris' th less lan•l 
.aYaiL,J.:_ fc~r 
·when 1L3td£cicnt land is 
not b~ a blc to flnd :1 

cultir, that may coufrc-11t 
people ou the l<tnd. 

to c·;lllP, 

we ;.hall 
the diffi-

. Our principal difliculty to-do,y is the find­
mg of markets. The small crops which arc 
being grown by .·c.cttlers.. for instance, are 
not finding a read:- market. \Ve sent a 
man to Canada to pla~e a small order for 
5-inch pines in that countrv. At one time 
stra1Yborries \Yero r£'g~.1rcl<~cl~ as enabling a 
grower to make a satisfactorv income but 
for the last t\Vo years strawberry- gr~wing 
has been qmte unprofitable. The placing 
of more men on blocks of land to grow these 
products is only going to help to impoverish 
the settlers already engaged :in growing 
them. \V c cannot sar>rifice our present land 
settlement by promoting further settlement 
which will cause the impoverishment of 
settlers already on the l<tnd. \Vo cannot 
exploit new avenues of agriculture, therefore 
we haYe to content ourselves with the 
exi:::;ting avenues of production. Tho want 
of knowledge on thf' part of those who are 
advocating this small settlement is out­
Tlmning their judgment. Thew have raised 
hopes in the minds of people for which 
there is no justification, and the setting 
apart of small blocks for sP!tlement will not 
solve thc difficulties c-onfronting us. 

Some time ago we eshblished a Bureau 
of Economics and Statistics. One would 
have thought that bv this time the Bureau 
would have made some contribution to the 
solution of the problems confronting us. 
Vfe appointed Professor Brigden at a con­
Siderable salary; and we were toid that he 
would show us the way out of our economic 
moraSE. Has he done so? Is the expendi­
ture on the Bureau justifiable? 

'I'he Industrial Court lightly sets his opinion 
on ono sHb. and we find no result from his 
visits to Melbourne to enga![e in the counsels 
of those responsible for the well-beino- of 
A Estralia. H_o ":ne! his offic_ers offer us nothing 
but the palhat1ves to wh1ch we were accus­
tomed before their appointment; and it is 
a. question whether, in Yiew of the contribu­
tions he has made to the well-being of the 
S~ate, it is worth while continuing the expen­
diture. I think the Minister would be 
generous enough to admit the fact if any of 
the proposals he ha~ made had cmn'c from the 
b.ureau ; but he _sets Profc.ssor Brigden on one 
s1de, and "\Ve s1mply go on incroasinO' taxa­
tion. This Bill is designed to prod,':;ce the 
same amount with a 6d. tax as \\"as produced 
last year w1th a 3d. tax, and that fact in 
itself shows that the position of the State 
has become infinitely worse during the last 
h.elvo months. There could be no better 
mirror of the prosperity of the State than this 
measure, and no more damning commentary 
on the administration of the Government. 

\Ve country members have had occasion to 
ccmplain that ''"O are dissatisfied with the 
amounts spent in country areas. The Minis­
ter said_ that £270,000 was spent in the 
metropolitan area and about £400 000 in the 
country, which includes large t~wns such 
as Toowoomba, Rockhampton, and Towns-

Yille. Tho smaller communiti..s which were 
taxed did not get their share. I venture to 
say that ths conLribntions from my elec­
torate :·.re mnch greater than the amount 
sr-ent there. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR LABOUR .\XD INDUSTRY: 
That is so . 

:Mr. BuLCOCK: That is really what we 
are cavilling at. The pastoral areas should 
receive their share, particularly when there 
is real poYcrtJ and -distress there. If we 
do not get rain soon, conditions in somo of 
them will t 2 too dreadful for contemplation. 
The peoplr in the west bitterly complain that 
"tramp rations" are distributed on only one 
ciay in ~he we ok, which means that the men 
must so time their arrival at the respective 
towns as to be there on the day when rations 
are iss.ucd. This has caused men to travel 
collectively where they previously travelled 
in twos ancl threes. Whilst there may be 
some jnstification for the distribution of 
rations on one day in tho week in railway 
towns there is no justification for it in 
ple.co; removed from the railway line. Most 
of these men al'3 law-abiding citizens who are 
~;ot anxious to kill thteir own mutton on the 
track. I endoavoared to point out to the 
Minister's private secretary that in the far­
flung stretches of the west the men could not 
cicublc-bank on the rations. A hardship is 
being inflicted, and the men should not be 
compelled to camp on the track for two or 
three days waiting for the day of issue to 
get rations. They should be able to get 
rations on any da' of the week. Desperate 
men have been c~mpelled to kill sheep in 
a stud paddock in order to obtain a feed of 
mutton. This can be avoided by the distribu­
tion of rations on any day of the week. 
One of the dange1's of the system is the 
aggregation of big bodies of men in small 
to\VllS. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
We are watching it closely, and that is 
not operating. 

Mr. BULCOCK: The system is apt to 
cause men to linger in small towns when 
there is no reason to do so. The Minister 
should review the question of the issue of 
rations, ancl if no alteration can be made 
as far as towns with J.tilway communication 
are concerned, the old system should b~ 
introduced in isolated towns, and rations 
issued on any clay of the week. No hard­
ship should be inflicted in such cases where 
the department could r:ot be imposed on. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR ~'I.ND 
INDL'STHY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate) 
[11.2], in reply: I appreciate the latter por­
tion of the remarks of the hon. member for 
Barcoo relating to traYellers' rations. Under 
the old system of issuing rations the expen­
diture on travellers' rations increased from, 
s~ay, £6,000 to £12,000 in a month or two. 
Instances of abuse had been proved, and 
in one case a recipient secured thirteen 
issues of rations, valued at £5 3s., in the one 
week. That was why some action had to 
be taken. vYe are closely watching the posi­
tion, and at an early date will see if some 
system cannot be evolved to meet the hon. 
1nember's co1nplaint·. 

No alternative to the proposals of the 
Government have been put forward in the 
debate except one mentione-d by the hon. 
member for Leiehhardt, who suggested the 

Hon. H. E. Sizer.] 
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adoption of the conscript system obtaining 
in Russia. 

Mr. FoLEY: I never spoke about adopt­
ing the Russian system. 

Thn SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: The hon. member said that 
the alternative 'vao, a more cornprchcnsive 
system than ours, and he argued that there 
was no mwmplo:.·ment under the system in 
operation in Russia. Jt is also a fact that 
the men and women of that country have 
been conscripted and forced to work under 
all sorts of conditions. That is the only 
alternative put forward from the other side; 
but I refuse to believe that the ±>eople of 
Queensland would be prepared to accept 
a system that destroyed individuality and 
social life. 

Mr. FOLEY: I merely quoted the Russian 
plan. I do not expect you to adopt it. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: That is what the hon. mem­
ber advocated. 

Mr. FOLEY : I did not. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR Al'iD 
INDUSTRY: That is foreign to our ideals, 
and I regret that the hon. member should 
advocate it. 

J.V1r. For.EY: Mr. Speaker, I rise ro a point 
of order. By interjection I have denied that 
I advocated any such scheme. I ask that 
the Minister accept my denial. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. gentle­
man must accept the denial of the hon. 
member for Leichhardt. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
IKDUSTRY: ,I mu,t. but--(OppoJition 
dissent.) ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A:'\D 
INDUSTRY: Let me make this point: I 
realise rhc n1agnitudc of the job; and l was 
hoping that son1c concrete suggestions n1ight 
be forthcoming from the Opposition. The 
hon. member for Leichhardt is net the ori­
ginator of the Rus~ian systcrn; many d0puta­
tions have dceeribed it to me. But, ,. hen the 
hon. nwmbcr ur!l"CS that to get to the root 
cause of unemployrncnt we nntst reorganise 
society, aHd advorates the Russian system of 
reorgnnisction, under which therP 1s no 
nnclnplo:,~rnent, the inferenro is that. if \VC 

follov:rd the -ame system, we would haYe no 
unemployment. That nrcy bo correct, but I 
cannot belioye th 1t the corscription of labour 
would appeal to the people of this country. 

Mr. FoLEY: No one suggested it. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: I rcali,e the difficulties that 
will be created if the Russian Five-year 
Plan is successful; but I am not satisfied 
that that is the best a,Jtc'rno.tive to the pro­
posals we are putting forward. I have 
no desire to misinterpret the hon. member 
in any ·way. 

Question-" That the Bill be n'ow read a 
second time" (Jfr. Sizer's · motion)-put 

'and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 
(.Mr. Robert.<, Ertst Toowoomba, in the chair.) 

Clause 1-" Short title and construction of 
Act "-agreed to. 

[Hon. H. E. Sizer. 

Clause 2-" Amendments of Principal Acts 
-Income (Unemployment Relief) Tax"-

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate) 
[11.10]: I beg to move the following amend­
ment:-

" On page 3, after line 15, insert the 
following proviso:-

' (d) Provided that if it is proved to 
the satisfaction of the Director of 
Labour that the total amount of the 
taxable income (including income from 
Bmploymcnt and income other than 
income from employment) for the 
income year ending on the thirtieth 
day of June, one thousand nine hun­
dred and thirty-two, of any employee· 
did not exceed in the whole the sum 
of one hundred and four pounds, such 
employee ,hall be enti tied to a refund 
of the tax overpaid calculated as if 
the tax payable was at the rate speci­
fied in paragraph (a) of subsection one 
of this section and not at the rate 
specified in paragraph (b) of the said 
subsection.' " 

The amendment is to med the situation that 
I spoke of when the resolution was before 
the Committee of \Vays and Means. Some 
anomalies may take place, and thi., will 
give the~ UoYC'riJYnent prnyer to adjust such 
anomalies, if they do occur. 

Mr. FOLEY: That is twelve months after. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: There is no other practical 
way of doing it. We cannot tell till the end 
of the year what a person's income has been 
during· the year, and at the end of the year 
we will adjust the tax. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (J£ackay) 
[11.121: It is quite ckar that the object of 
the Minister is to exempt from the new taxa­
tion any income that is not in excess of £104 
a vl·~l r. )/ e"it(>rdn v VYP ('ndca Yourcd to get 
an' exemption of ·£104, but were defeated. 
While the amendment makes the position 
clear so far as the annual income is con­
cerned, it is going to be of no advantage to 
the casual worker. The logical thing to do 
is to provide that any worker who does not 
earn more than £2 in any one week shall 
pav a tax of 3d. in t.he £1 instead of 6d. 
in the £1. Suppo'C a man io p·ti·rl fort­
nightly and he is an intermittent workee 
and rationed. In that case his income is 
not above £4 for the fortnight, and he ~hould 
pay a tax of 3d. in the £1. Obviou-ly, if 
you carry it over " year, and a map h~s 
had a number of different employers, It w!II 
require the keeping of a lengthy record for 
that casual worker to be in a position to 
claim a refund. It is all rig.ht in the case 
of the man who pays on an annual return. 
The logical thing would be to frame an 
amendment providing for a lower rate of tax 
on any income which does not exceed £_2. 
in an (', e v C'k; cth '1'\\~ S', the b<=>nr_fit IS­

going to be of no practical value. 

Th" S~f td<:T.'..l1Y FOR LADOUH A:'\D 
I":PCST 'Y (Hon. II. K Si er, Sand!falei 
[11.151: I am quit~ a"·rrr~ of the. po.,ition 
raised by the Lr .1der of the Oppos1tton. It 
is lv:'"'"' of that aromah.· that we decided 
in the fir~t in~tanee to adont tht~ flat rate, 
which i' th, log"cal wrr:: to oYercomc the 
diflir·ult•·. The administration will not ba 
harsh, ·It is onlv in isolated cases that this 
will tqoply. If we do not start to aoscss 
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-on the v. cekly payn1ents, we shaH noYer 
collect tho ta-; at alL Although a waE 
1night Le taxed ·at the higher ra to -when he 
earns an cxtraor(linarily huge an1ount in 
one 'veck, if hi . ..., total income for the yC'ar 
does not c"~Cccc•d £104, " nfund will be made, 
as provic:crl b;-.- the nmcndnFnt. This is the 
onk practical way tj deal with the posi­
tion. 

Arncndrnent Vlr. r) agreed to. 
Clause 2. as amended, agreed to. 

Clauses 3 to 8, both inclusivf', agreed to. 

Clau·e 9-- '' ~\~Lt · S{Ctio·' 27-ConstZ:tution 
of Fund; P(!Jmrnts tn Pund; Grants and 
Loans; r__fc."-:. 

'Y1r. \\-. FOlW.\"\ SMITH (Jiackay) 
[11.19]: Suhclau-;., :2; ( 1! i another example 
of the pm.·crs hl'in;; taken by the }I.;Iinist r. 
It glvcs tht• }lini:,t·-·r :trbitrrrry pO\\"C_~rs ·in 
dea!ir.g \\·[th thr fund. Subclause (5i is in 
the :;:1w C:lt -,c:ol', ·yitlt rc~·ard to arb1tnu·. 
po·wers. l be; to n1nYe the [·)llO'>'Viug 
arrlPl:clnu'nt--

.. On l>Hf'•" lines 7 0 t-o 52. both 
inclu~iYP, on1ir fnllowing wor·d·3-

Such ~ltn1."' h" \Yav o£ loan ·which 
thp J\:lini~~el' ~l-}all '-;Pl1TOVO of b0ing 
nu de to an cornpany, corporation, 
i-in;1, p.n·tnc•!·-;hip. or priv.1te indi-· 
Yidunl: 

flrovidu1 ~ ln,t in the case of an 
applicJ.tioll to tlH~ l\linistcr fo1· any 
l(un hy taty con1pany, corpor_~tion. 
finu. panncr.;:hip. or private indivi~ 
tl·wl for t-he puq1o;;.o of creating 
cn1nlw Hlont and the concornitant 
I'('liLef 'of unctnp!oyn1cnt as afore·:.:1id, 
the Mini't<'r sh.tll obtain the consent 
vf the C:o,·crnor in Council in regard 
therPro. and an,· such loan shall bo 
::;ubj0ct to :---uch tcrnu:~ provision~ . 
.condition:->, or ~tipulations as to 
~0curity to be (riven in reapect 
the,·f't~. "uhl the o .nature o,f such 
sccnrity or a, to the method oi 
repay1ncnt. interc::t, and time, and 
,nJ' other rnatte1· or thing rcla·t:ing 

thereto, including the power of and 
rf'InPdies for C'Lforct'lnent of ropay­
mcr,t. '" shall l1c prescribed by the 
GoYcrnor in Council, by Order in 
Council published in the 'Gazette,' 
either ~·()nr•ral1y or in an;y pa.rticu1ar 
C'a<iC.n 

The object of the amendment i,, to r0movo 
from the clamP tlw obje2tionablo features to 
'\Vhich I rpf(~rred in rny sceond reading 
speech. It sPPin::; <1 n nncolH;cionable thing 
that funds rais<:d by taxation on nwagro 
incorncs sh(JUld Uc grn nted b,\· \V ay Df loans 
to people to enable them to finance their 
busint"lS. I han' !ready quoted the 
grotesque n,u[t that people in casual employ­
Hlent an\ cal10d npon to contribute to a 
fund which, in cffed. augments the funds 
.of the Agricnltural Bank. Under this clause 
the l\1ini:5b~r can lPlHl rnolJcy to a con1pany 
posRessing a fr:1nehisc nndcr the n1casure 
.known as the Toib Bill. and in countless 
ciiffercnt .(l_!rcction_, thi· rnoncy can be used 
to take the p}UCC' of \o-tn fu;H1.::, rro What 
extent is it to be u;, d, nnd how is it to be 
controlled? Ob,·iou;iy eY' ryono cannot get 
an adYance. If the Minister is going to 
lend monp-,r to Olll} n;;ul for fencing, why 

not lend it to another to put a veranda on 
his house, if he has a growing family and 
m.en art~ out of ,,,-ork? Taxation levied on 
the p;encral pnbllo should bo used for the 
improvement of the public estate only, ancl 
the prO\"ision in the principal Act in that 
respect ',,as sound; but the l\Iinisto1· pro­
poses to lend mone:;" at a low rab of 
interest to individuals who ,;ill pnt the 
resulting increment into their own pockets. 
The clause also provide· a very useful means 
of conferring favours. 

The SECRET \RY FOR LABOUR A:\fD 
Il'\DUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Se .,dgate) 
[11.24] : I cannot accept the amendment. 
Th~ clause is a yjt l one. and nobody 
regrets the ncccssitv for it n1orc than 1 do. 
The land aliendccl from the Crown, to 
11 hi eh the hon. member fm· I3arcoo has 
rcfC'lT(\d, \·;as alienated in past years. \Vo 
are not re .ponsiblo for that. 

I have clungcd my views considerably 
1·ogarding country land tPnurcs. The fact 
rem a ins that land is already alienated. If 
the cl>tueo doe· not st.lnd, tlwn the Govern­
ment will be charged with failing to encour­
Dgo prodi+ctiYc 1vork. I resent the suggestion 
about political patronage. ThPrc is no 
foundation for it. EYery scheme will be sub, 
111itt.rd to depnrtrncntal officcn; for jnvc-;ti­
g-ation and report; and no scheme will be 
submitted to the Government that does not 
ea ny the recommendation of those officers. 

l\Ir. IYIENHOLT (Fassifrrn) [11.27]: I 
objcrotecl tD the inclusion of this provision 
in the Act bst year. It, is open to very 
?TaYe difficul!y and considerable objection. 
Has the :\1inister JlOIYer to use this fund for 
such work as ringbarking on anv lease held 
by a private person or company? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABODR AXD IXDUSTRY : 
Kot without this clause. 

l\1r. \\TI<;KHOLT: I am absolutclv in 
favour of the Government using this money 
for such purpos<\S as ringb11rking upon a. 
crown l< rcse held by a tenant, because they 
can chargE' inh ... rest, and, if neces~ary. a fair 
amount by way of redemption. on the amount 
expended. A number of cattle-owners would 
rinp;bark their count'ry, but they cannot get 
the necessarY advance from the banks. This 
i.; essentially contract work. I believe in 
contract >ta~k. In this case it will enable 
the relief worker to earn more than he 
otherwise could do. I see no objection at all 
to that, fm· I see very big possibilities of 
the GoYcrnmcnt doing excellent work with 
this fund on sound business lines. In every 
w.ly such a proposal seems to be highly 
sound and desirable. Other work ouch as 
falling scrub and sowing grasses can be done 
also bv relief workers under c0ntra.ct, with 
an udfnstment in the rent to mcd the cost, 
the three parties--the Crown, the tenant, 
and the rcliPf workers-gaining b:v the work. 
Something similar could be done in the case 
of an :1g;:icultural farm. I do not want to 
tie the hands of the Jl.1iniBter, as I am natur­
a.lly willing to give him the fullest power; 
but I want a clear distinction dr:J.wn between 
grantin:~ n1Dncy for purposes such as I have 
ennmcr',\1-ctl and giYing a definite grant or 
loan from relief f'mds to a third party, the 
O\\ ner of the freehold land. 

Question-" That the words proposed to 
be omitred from clause 9 (Jfr. Smith's 

Mr. Wienholt.] 
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am ncl',rnt) :::.~.:-md part of the clause "-put; 
and the Committee diYidcd :-

AYES, 30. 

Mr. Annand 
Barnes, G. P. 
Bal'IH?s, W. I-I. 
Blackley 
Boyd 
Butler 
Clayton 
Co•tello 
Daniel 
DE'acon 
Bd" ards 
Fry 
Grfrr. ,tone 
Hill 
Kenny 
Kerr 

Dr. Kerwin 
lVIrs. Long~l1'1n 
Mr. l\Iacgroarty 

Maher 
Maxwell 
l\1oore 
Morgan 
Petc;:"son 
Russe!l. H. M. 
Si '"'T 
TE>dman 
Tozer 

Tellers: 
Kelso 
Ruseell, W. A. 

NOJES, 23. 

Mr. Barber 
Bedford 
B1·a .. ;ington 
Bruce 
Dash 
Dun lop 
Foley 
Haulon 
Han~on 
H:vnes 
Jones, A. 
Jones, A. J. 
Kirwan 

An,. 
Mr. Plunkett 

nrand 
Nimm0 
Walker, J. :m. 

PAn·s 

JHr. l"fn1lnn 
Pease 
Pollnck 
Srnith 
\V,:.-llhJ" ton 
\V1enhn1t 
\'",'"ilson 
Winstanley 

Trlle1·s: 
Bulcock 
O'Kecfe 

NoFs. 
.:~1r. Co1linc: 

Stop ford 
now 
Cooper 

Ro:;;oJyr c1 itl the affirrnu.tive. 

The SECREL\RY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate) 
[1L39J: In order to refute the sug-gestion that 
there is an:v patrom,.gc a~sociatcd with this 
scheme. and to prov0 that our sole object is 
to get the ~roatc.it value for the money 
expended, I bt•g to moYe the following amend­
ment:-

" On page 10. after line 52, insert the 
following· new subcbuse :-

' (3A) In respect of loans which may 
be 1nade to any company, corporation, 
finn, nartn0rship, or privatA individual 
as referred to in th., last preceding sub­
section, the following provisions shall 
apply, namely:--

' (i.) Anv application for such loan 
shall be forwarded to the Minister, in 
the first instance. 

' (ii.) Such applicrrtion shall thereupon 
be forwarded bv the Minister to the 
Manager of t.hc ~Agricultural Bank, or 
the Land Administration Board, or to 
any othe_r. GoYernruental authority, as 
to the Mnuster may seem fit and proper 
in n 'p.cct of the appl'c<ttion concerned. 

' (iii.) The Manager of the bank, or 
Land Administration Board. or ether 
Gm ernmental authority receiving from 
the ::\linister any such applic >tion siudl 
cau::;0 inquiries to Le made in respect 
thereof, and shall furnish to the .Zlinis­
ter a report and recommendation ther.•­
on. 

' (iv.) The :Ylinistor sh.tll consider such 
report and recommendation and may re­
commend such recommendation for aP­
proval by the Governor in Council, or 
may refuse such recommendation or 
may refer such recommendation back to 

fHon. H. E. Sizer. 

the l\Iana.ger of the said bank, or Land 
Administration Board, or other Govern­
mental authority for fui·ther inquiry and 
considcratioa. 

' (v.) The pr::l\ is ions of the proviso to 
paragraph (b) of the last preceding suh­
sodion rcqniri1Jg final approval by the 
GoYernor in Council of any such ap­
plication for a.n~- such loan shall apply 
in every case. J ~' 

That provid('S a ~afeguarcl against any sugw 
gcstion of political patronage. All proposals 
will be technically reported upon and then 
the matter will come bacl' to the Minister, 
and it can be approYed of only by the Go­
vernor in Council. That means that the 
::\linistm· himP.elf cannot grant any loan. 
That should s<ttish the Committee that thoro 
is no ulterior motive bchind'cthis proposal. 

:\1r. Vi'. FORGAX S::VIITH (Uaekay) 
[11.42] : Tht• amPndrncnt m a v be oome 
slig·ht improvement 011 the ground that 
rc,ponsible pub]i, ofri.•crs have th8 responsi­
bilit:- of inHst'gating end making a report 
on an:v applicrttion th:tt ma:v be made. But 
the Minister is to be the final awiter and 
autl:;ority as to \Yh0lhcr any loan t:hall be 
granted or not. There is no doubt about 
the pO\Yer of the ::.Iinist.-::1· to Ieject an 
application. He may not send it on to the 
department or the Grwernor in Council at 
all, ancl therefore it is dead. \Vc know that 
tllt Governor in Council to all intPnt~ and 
purposes in this case ;, the :Minister. These 
minute arc c!Palt "·itiJ formally unko,s they 
im·olvc policv, and th·.'~- arc passed solemnly 
agrrin b:v the Executive Council. This 
amendment is only a e<:feguard to the extent 
that a public officer 1nay make a report on 
any propoqJ, bnt it in no Wa} limits the 
pow0r of the :Vlinistc•r. 

Amendment (Jir. Si:r r) &greed to. 

Mr. W. FC!RG.\:\' S>.HTH (klackap} 
[11.45]: I beg to mon' the following amend-
n1•nt :~ 

"On page ll. lines 3 to 8, both inclu­
sive, omit the following subclause :-

' (5.) WithoEt in any wise limiting 
!he opcmtion of the prc:vious sub­
>ectiolls of thi · ·"ction it is hereby 
clerLnecl tl:at snch fund m<ty be 
utili ,eel in the direction of allevia­
ting nncn1ploytncnt and creating 
crnp1oyn1ent -i.n an~· Inanner which 
the GoYernor i:1 Council bv Order 
in Council may. from time 'to time, 
direct and dctcnninc.' " 

This subclause is reail,- the whole Bill. It 
give< the Gm-emor in ·council power to do 
llnything at all "-hich is allegedly in the 
nature of relief employment. This is 
another example of what has been aptly 
described as "The New Despotism "-legis­
lation without parliamentary authority. 

Mr. HYKES (To1cns1·ille) [11.46]: This 
power ha" been designed by the Minister in 
order to give him c1icia!orial powers. A 
rumour is current that it is the intention 
of the Government to subsidise far:ncrs who 
employ youths to the extent of bs. in the 
£1. 

THE SECRETARY FOR LABOt:R \l-iD l'lDt:STRY : 
That is not so. 

::\Ir. IlYNES: The :\Ii"istcr admitted that 
one-third of the fund is going to come 
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from people receiving less than ;(:104 per 
ann urn. 

THE SECR~TARY FOR LABOUR AND INDL'STRY: 
I did not '"'mit th'Lt at nll. I sa.id that a 
general Pxcrnvtion of £10~ \YC1uld account 
for one-third of the fund-po,sibly more. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sc..Jdgatc) 
[11.48]: If '''e had not this gent •.al power, 
we could not go on with the vocatioDal train­
ing scheme 'fhc povier will only be used in 
conjunction with the r rovicions of the other 
Act ·where it is nw:t.-:;:.arv to rcli-::>Yf' unen1-
ploymrnt. Enry Ech~mo cannot be fore­
sr~en. 

The "New D.:;spo~ism" referred to by the 
hon. member Js m reality very old-it 
existed long before this Government came 
into power. Whatever may be said about the 
provision, we have to remember that we are 
in the midst of a crisis; and we have not 
gone nearly so far as the Imperial Parlia­
ment, which in an Act of three clauses to 
rleal with rl10 ••hole fmoncial reconstruction, 
delegated practically all its power to the 
Executive. This is a general clause to enable 
us to meet a situation w.hich may arise. We 
do not >vant an insufficiency of power in an 
emergency. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (11Iackay) 
[11.51] : The special pleading of the Minister 
is not very convincing. \Ve can only judge 
the future by the past, and we remember 
that on the 30th June last an Order in Coun­
cil wa" i. 'Ul'c{ not onlv continuing the prill­
cipal Act->vhich the Government said would 
not be necessan after their allegedly fine 
handling of the situation-but also actually 
amending sections of the Act in a way some­
times quite foreign to the Act itself. That 
last fact is recognised by the parliamentary 
draftsman and the Government, because they 
have included in the Bill a clause validating 
their action. 

Question-" That the words proposed to be 
omitted from clause 9 (.llr. Smith's amend­
men!) stand part of the clause "-put; and 
the Committ0c dividecl :-

AYES, 31. 

~Lo. Annand Mr. ::\f ncg:r0arty 
Mnhel' 
~Iaxwell 

BarDL.·, G. P. 
Hanws. VV. H. 
Dlackl •y 
Boyd 
Butler 
Daniel 
Deacon 
Ed\vards 
Fry 
Grimstone 
Hill 
Kelso 
Kenny 

, Kerr 
Dr. Kerwin 
Mrs. Longman 

r\r,~ •r,_. 
M organ 
Peterson 
Hns.;el!. H. 'If. 
Russell, \V. A. 
Sir.er 
Tcdmnn 
Tozer 
Wienholt 

Tcllc ·s: 
Clayton 
Costello 

NOES.} 22. 
1\Ir. Barher 

Bedford 
Bruce 
Bulcoclr 
Dash 
Dun lop 
Foley 
Hanlon 
Hyne~ 

Jones, A. 
Jones, A. J. 
Kirwan 

Mr. :\1ullan 
O'J\u,te 
Pear-g 
Pollock 
Smith 
\V<>IIington 
\Vi1son 
Winstanley 

Tczze,.s: 
Brassington 
Hanson 

PAii:iS. 
/',_YES. l'\01<;2;. 

:.Thir, Plunkctt 
BronJ 

Mr. Ccllim; 
Stopford 

Nimn1o 
Walker, J. E. Cooper 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Clause 9, as amended, agreed to. 

'Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) 
[11.59]: I beg to move the following amend­
ment:-

" On page 11, after line 26, insert the 
following new clause to follow clause 
9:-

, The following nev section (section 
28A) is in 01·ted after section 28 of the 
principal Act:-

The rate of wages paid or payable 
to an employee in respect of any 
work performed by him under or in 
pursua·1ce of this ~t\_ct or under any 
Order in Counctl thereunder shall 
not be less than the rate prescribed 
for wch work or class of work in 
accordance with the provisions of any 
award or industrial agreement under 
the provisions of " The Industrial 
Conciliation and Arbitration Acts, 
1929 to 1930." ' " 

The amcndinent regularises and places in 
the Indust-rial Court the right to make 
awards for this c]a,s of employment. Sec­
tion 63 of the Industrial _\rbitration Act 
makes deliberate provision for such awards. 
It is a laudable ambition to carry on useful 
work by improving the public estate from 
this fund, and everything possible should be 
done to makc this work sound and valuable. 
One such method is to make the work sub­
ject to an award of the court. The wo·rkers 
would not thLn feel the same sense of injus­
tice as at the present time, and the work 
would be carried on more efficiently and 
econornic:dly. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate) 
[12.3]: I cannot accept the amendment. It 
has been argued before, and there is no need 
to reiterate the argument. We have only a 
given amount of money, and we must provide 
for every person eligible to go on the fund. 
The responsibility must be with the people 
who have the funds to meet an emergency 
as it arises. It would not be fair for the 
court to place relief work in the same cate­
gory as industry. 

Question-" That the 
Smith's amendment) be 
~l.a\1se 9 "-put; and 
UlVlded :-

new clause (2l£r. 
inserted to follow 

the Committee 

A YEll!, 22. 
Mr. Barher :llr. Mull an 

Bedford O'Kcefe 
Brassinglon I'• a,·•· 
Bruce Pollocl,;: 
Bulcock Smith 
Da•h \Vcl1inp-ton 
Banlon \Vi! son 
IT",l1f:"On \VinFtc.nley 
Hynes 
.Tones, A. Tcll.'"S: 
Jones, A. J. Dunlop 
Kil'wan Foley 

Hon. H. E. Sizer.} 
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NoEs, 31. 
Mr. Annand :l\'Irs. Longman 

Mr. Macgroarty 
M a her 
Maxwell 

Barnes, G. P. 
Barnec', W. H. 
Blackley 
Boyd Moore 

Morgan 

[ASSEMBLY.] 

Butler 
ChLyton 
Costello 
Daniel 
Deacon 
Edwards 

Peter son 
Rnssell, H. l\L 
Russell, vV. A. 

Fry 
Grim tone 
Hill 
KeL;o 
Kerr 

Dr. Kerwin 

AYES. 
J\:Ir. Coli ins 

Stop ford 
Bow 
Cooper 

Resolved m the 

PAIRS. 

Mr. 

negative. 

Si"ler 
T(:_dman 
Tozer 

Tellers: 
Kennv 
Wicnholt 

NoEs. 
Plunkett 
Brand 
Nimmo 
Walker, J. E. 

ClausA 10-" A rncndm.ent of sectzon 7-
lncome frJm une1nployment subject to 
']ax"-agreed to. 

Clause 11-"Arncndm·"nt of s. 36-Durat;'o·-'1 
of A. et c·nd sa• ;ngs"-agrecd to. 

Clause 12-" Ratification of 0Tders 'n 
Council and rcgulations"-

1\Ir. vY. FORGAN SMITH (11Iackay} [12.9] : 
This is the clause which legalises the Order 
in Council to which I referred earlier in the 
ev0ning. Probably it is necessary to legalise 
it inasmuch as sections of the Order in 
·Coundl of the 23rd J uue last may otherwise 
be illegal. I rise to call attention to the 
method being adopted by the Government of 
passing Orders in Council amending legisla­
tion without the consent and authority of 
Parliament, and then, in the guise of a clause 
of this nature, legalising what might other­
-wise bo ultra vires. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate) 
[12.10] : This clause gives the Committee an 
opportunit:, to approve or otherwise of the 
Orders in Goq.ncil and regulations to which 
the Leader of the Opposition refers. It is 
not a new principle. When the hon. mem, 
ber was a member of the Government he 
did it regularly. The role of a Simon Pure 
is a remarkable ono for the Leader of the 
Opposition to assume. 

Clause 12 agreed to. 

The House resumed. 

The CH.URMAN reported the Bill with 
amendments. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgatc) 
[12.11] : I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read. a third 
tirne." 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at 12.12 a.m. 

[Mr. Smith. 

Question8. 




