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Caye LaND ASSIGNMENTS TO IARLEIGH AND
O (IN STEAR-MILLA.

Ir. BRAND (Burrum) asked the Secre-
tary for Agriculture—

“1.1Is it a fact that the Farleigh
sugar-mill ha n grant:d an addi-
tional.arca of land for assignmunt under
the Regulation of Sugar Canc Prices
Act; if so, what was the area?

“2. Was this area granted on the
applications of individual farmers, and,
if not, on whose application?
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‘3. What tonnages of cane were har- ¢ 2. Instructions have been given that
vested Jast season at Farleigh and Gin the hon. member be treated with the
Gin mills, respectively? courtesy to which his position entitles

“4 Why was Gin Gin mill, with a h““vl" -
smull tonnage of cane and a h(\n‘y finan- 3. No.
cial vesponsibility to the Crown, refused
permission to substitute a small area of  Avtrsrp DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT OF BANKS
assignment ? BY GOVERNMENT. )

“&. Does he support the polizy of the My, BRUCE (Acnnedy) asked the Troa-
board in spparent  diserimination SUreT—
betweon m‘“ areas? ‘1. Why did the Treasurer not assi

6. If not, will he take action to rec- the Primary Producers and Federal
tify any an ommhm existing in the ass Deposit Banks?
ment of cane arces as fixed by o . o h secial Cubine
Central Cane Prices Bozrd ¥ 2. Is it correct that a special Lubinet
meeting was held on Sunday, following
The BECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN- a run on the Queensland Deposit Bank
"‘RDCTION (fion. R. M. K i), on Saturday morning?
}c?‘r~ t}}e [% rw{?}‘ A‘BY ng(}vR‘ A( RIC UL- “3 Was this burried action taken
é'LBE (Hon. H. I Walker because Mr. Kelso, member for Nundah,
replied— and other members of the Government

“1. Yes; 1,250 acres, were heavy holders in the Quesnsland
2. On the application of the general Deposit Bank?
manager, Farleigh Co-operative Sugar “4. Do members of the (;Jw criment

Milling Company, Limited.

. . . condone this action?”’
3. Farleigh harvested last =

ascr

76,810 tons, and Gin Gin lLarvested The TREASURHKER (FFon. W. Ii. Barnes,
57 ,050 tons. Wynnum) replied—

‘4. 1 am not aware of the rceson. as “1. 1 was not afforded an opportu-
ehe matter of assignment 1 solelv at nity by either of those banks of assisi-
he disretion of the Central Sygar (ane ing them before they ¢ losed their doors.
Prices Board. As the P rimary Producers Bank carried

on business in other Btates, it would not
have been possible for thiz Btate alone
to do anything to avert the crisis in the
affairs of that banlk.

“6. 1 do not support a policy of dis-
erimination between mill arcus if con-
ditions are similar.

6. Acilon is contemplated which it

is hoped will have the desired cffect.” 2, In consequence of events whick
oscurred on the morning of Saturdar,

ol -1 M - M - .
TION O POLICE 1N RE Brotoen 1xv GLAD- the 5th instant, in conncetion with the

Brisbane Permanent Building and Bank-

57T0NE ReAD, ROCKHAXPTON. :
, ing Company, L‘mlted, and the Quecns-

v, DUNLOY (Rockhampion) the land Deposit Bauk, Limited, I arranged
Home Becretary for represcntatives of those insiitutions
“ 1. Is he aware that I ealled at the and of the Commonwealth Bank of Aus-
Rockharapton  Polica Station as mem- tralia and the trading banks to meet me
bar for Rockhampton on Mondsy morn- on  Sunday afternoon to discuss the
ing, 24th August, 1931‘ to 1 some position, I am very thankful to say that
inguiries on hehalf of v, and AMrs. W. the result of my action was entirely
Jmmfac and that while making these satisfactory, as the announcement which
‘r’lumlgs I, and through me this Legisla- T was ensbled to breadcast and to make
tive Assembly and the cleciors whom I to the press as the outcome of the con-
represent  were  grossly  insulted by ference had the desired effect of allaying
Inspector ’Hara, who called a witness any fear which may bave cxisted as to
into the room immediately I started to the financial stability of the two 1n~=t1-
speak to him, and when I asked him tutions I have named. This is proved
what thoe vhn(\s had hbeen  called bx the fact that the bus :11’1?\3 of those
for, he =uid, * You arc @il Uﬂl("h able man, institutions assumed mnormal coaditions
and I eannot trust you’? on Monday morning. A meeting of the
“2, Will he sce that T either mgei\» Csbinet was held after the conference,

. ] - C e
from Inspector O'Hara a written apology at which I reported the result of the

fov this zross ineult, or that this inspec- action taken by me.
tor Is immediately transferred out of “ 3. My action was taken solely in the
my cloctorate? interests of the public, and with the

3. With refercnce to his arsver o object of averting the disestrous couse-
my question No. 6, asked en the rd quences which would have followed a
September, 1931, re Tnepecior (VHara, continuance of the conditions which pre-
is he aware that Irenector (Vilara vailed on Saturday mm)mng‘ The fast
under no circumstances whatsoever asked that any members of 15\1‘1.]211]1‘(_‘1‘12 é{“v
me to put my complaint in writing re or may mnot, have been ;}z{toze ted in
Constable Jenks, but that he told me in either of the institutions did not cntmI
a very abrupt general war ‘if I had into my calcul«,t"fons. ] -Ildm sul}:a{,?
anything to tell him to put same in at the lon. member asking such a

writing 77 question. 1
“4, T have no hesitation in sayirg
The HO}EE SECRETARY (Hen. J. C that not only members of the Govern-
Petercon, Normanby) replied— ment but all members of Parliament

“1. T am izformed by Inspector stould be prepared to support me, o
O’'Hara that he did not make the v other Minister, in talking steps to
remarks attributed to him. arvest what might have developed into




Questions.

a seriops financizl crisis. It may prob-
ably interest the hon. member to know
that all shades of political opinion have
complimented me upon the acmon taken.
Apparently the hon. member is one of the
few who do mot approve of what was
done.”

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy),
askked the Treasurer—

“1f the Federal Deposit Bank and the
Primary Produsers Bank open their
doors, will he offer the samc assistance
to thera that he offered to the Quecns<
land Deposit Bank ?”’

The TREASURER (Hon. W.
Fynium) replied—

without notice,

H. Barnes,

“ No financial assistance was offercd.”

Mr. BRUCE:

vou give the
them 7

The TREASTRER: The hon. member
must not answer the question for me. I
must answer it for myself. 1f I can do any-
thing to assist either of the banks mentioned
by the hon. member—and I have already
notified them to that effect—I shall be only
too pleased to do it. I am not without hope
that in the case of cuc of them something
may still be done, and I shall assist all I
can in that direction.

If ther open their doors, will
same assistance, or guarantee

Presg StaTexENT IN RE LOAN For RELIEF oF
UNEMPLOYMENT,
Mr. BRUCE

(L ennedy)
Treasuror—

asked  the

7. Is the statement correct which was
published in the press recently that the
Premier was wwking the Lioan Couneil for
a million to relieve unemployment?

“2. Is the following statement pub-
lished in the ¢ Daily XMail’ on 6th Sep-
tember correct?—

¢ The Goverament has in the Com-
monwexlth Bank in Brisbane £1,500,000,
and it is stated on the best ‘luthorlﬁ
that whatever sum is necr sary will be
made available to the barﬂ

3. If this statement is corroet, was 1t
made to sapport the Queensland Deposit
Dank, of which Wlr. Kelso, M.I.LA., is
managing  director, and many Govern-
ment members are heavy holders?”

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Wysnum) replied—
‘1. The Premier is endeavouring to
obtain this Statc’s proportion of an:
loan money which the Loan C\un cil mas

suececd  in raising  for the relief of
uncmployment.

“2. No. . Such statement was not
authorised by me as Treasurer of the
State,

“3. Sce answer to No, 2.7

Rarmway CoxstructioN Cests.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I desire
to ask the Sceretary for Railways if he can

give me a reply to the following question,
which 1 esddressed to him on the 8th in-
stant:—

“1, What was .the total length of
railways constructed up to year ended
1913-14:—(2) Capital cxpenditure on
same; and (b)) average cost per mile?

[9 SEPTEMBER.]
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“ 9 Total length of railwass con-
structed since 1914-15 to June, 1831:—

{#) Capital cost expended; and (b) aver-
age cost per mile?

3. What amount has been charged
to rvevenue for all railways for renewals
ard repairs, cte.,, from date of con-
struction to June, 19311

“ 4. What was the cost of Roma Street

Railway Station freehold from tunnel
to Red Hill?
“5 What was the cost of Central

Railway Station frechold from tunnel to
tunnel ¥’

The SECRETARY TIFOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godirey Morgan, Murill:) replied—
1, 4,570 miles. (a) £28,655,156; (b)
£6,271.
“2. 1,830 miles. (a) £16€%528,083

(approx.); (b) £8,793 (approx.).

“ 3, £29,623,944 from 1631 to 1931 in-
clusive, The information prior to 1881
is not available.

“4, £26,618. A considerable portion
of Roma street railway yard was Crown
land, for which no compensation was
paid.

5, £37,313. 'The main arcs for Cen-
tral Station was part of a school reserve,
for which no compensation was paid.”

PAPERS.
The following papers were Jaid on the
table :—
Regulation under
1915 to 1930.”
Order in Council under “The Supreme
Court Act of 1921.”

“The Elections Acts,

ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY.

The SRCRETARY I¥OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan)
[2.441: 1 beg to move—

“ That the MMouse will meet for the

despatch of businecss at 10 o’clock a.m.
on Iriday in each weelk, terminating each
sitting ab 5.30 o’clock p.m. All provisions
of Sessional Order of 22nd July last ghal]
mutatis mutandis, continue to apply.”

In moving this motion, the Govkrnm(\m are
merely foHo‘.mg the pxocedure laid down im
forruer years. 'The motion is praetically
identical with a motion moved last year for
a similar purpcse and at the same stage of
the sessicn. There is a considerable amount
of Government business yet to be transacted,
and it will depend a guod deal upon hon.
members whether it will be necessary to
utilise Friday as a sitting day or not.

My, Kmwan: Is it intended to
Friday this weck?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: No, and it may not be neces-
sary to sit on the following Friday. The
Government are merely taking action in case
it is necessary to utilise Friday as an exirs
sitting day. I hope that it will not be neces-
sary, but at the same time it will be far
better to hav e an additional sitting day than
carry the session into the hot weather. The
motion is simply cons}dcrmw the convenience
and comfort of hon. membeis gencrally, and
we are simply following the usual proccdure
adopted in the past.

Hon, B. M. King.]

st on
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Mr. PEBASE (#erderty [2.46]: 1
¢ I\ot form"l 7 gimy ’1\ to get the inform
h the Deputy Premier has given

to 1\110 just how scon 1t was the
n c ﬂu Government to sit on Frid

ty Premicr cou;d zive

us any Financial Ziztement
wouald L down. Fridsy is adopted
as a si the session advances, and
this pa“i “is not opnosed o it; but, for the
\ence of hon, members, we desired the

(‘O Ve

1wtion we have now obtained.

ion put an

passed.

W15 L.
‘%m SAPTION oF DEpazi

3 ru) [2.677: There ars
three main principles contained in this Bill,
which are worthy of considevatinn. The first
»rinciple s that it gives the Government
~ower to redisiribute tho eleetorates.  The
sccond principle is that 1t automaticsiily
reducss ths nwnber ¢f membors from seventy-
two to si The thi
ciple is th rilier recognition of the svstem

ine by providing one quota

ELEC

of one voto one vait

for city @ ong and sm voquota
for Coan‘m) There are other
prinei; ¢ d in the Bill which =ee
not so imp o they do not it vy
nmuch attention boing g to them,

No one on side of the Ilouse hos

objected to power being wl on bv the Go-
vernment to arransoe for
seats.  INo hou. me ~ber side of th

to the principle of & fair
redistribution of  scats
v from fimo io time in a
'c} (mp“ndd largzl?

10

Ho;hc }a obje

SL ~te like chm
on fluctuating pr
pllm«ly mnustm becomes sta gzm
i«H urn the people who make i
tien "1LL that industry ’nwe to iblit
m other places. That leaves districts which
normalix have their quota with less than their
quota. Consequent cvery few years it is
necesary to axmrfm a new distribution, so
thet tho balance of the electorate: and
clectors shall remain fairly and properly
adju LUL these redistribution schemes
ke place too quickly; therefore,
ion would have m‘r"mroa self
if no precipitate action to make the redistri-
buticn had been taken.

Take the vase of the

Flinders clectorate,

of which the Attorney-General made such
a mouth{ul yesterday. It is true that

after the last redistribution of seats that
clectorste had its full quote of «lectors:
that is to say, it had the whole number of
electors that the TFlinders eleciorate as a
country seat was entitled to hav But the
decline of the copper-mining industry meant
that that seat, which had 5,000 odd electors
at the time of the last redistribution, lost
quite 2 number of pecple, who were forced to
leave the district, and nraturally the elec-
torate fell below its gquota. That applies
to many other electorates in the same way.
If Flinders is redistributed on the plesent
sin—that is to =ay, if, Decause it has for
{’ho time Leing fallen below the proyer quota
of a countly clectorate and other territory
has to be_ auded fo it to muke up the quote
—it may have to be redistributed azain in a
vear’s time if we are to preserve the guota
system and the idea of ons vote one value.
With a sudden increase in the price of
copper or of silverlead, or of both, we

[Mr. Pease.

L

this aﬂmng«y———z" at
in twelve or
m'n vt have 40,000 electors

0t to visualise that, big price
silver-lend, a place like Mount Toa alone,
it would all the unemplosed

attl 1g 0 as

in the State, might have a popu Iaucn of
IS lﬂO\‘,‘

from 20,000 to 25,000. In fact, it
than pxobabh that the increase in j
“m =il take place 2 a ¢
the price of qJ d ircreasrs. bat 1
by the way, is lower now than it has been i
our tun" “as the hon. member for W y
con testify. It can be imagined, tbmmow
that, with a rush from (‘1ty electorates of
unvmp»o‘ed serking  work at Mount Isa,

angmentcd by people who would follow thuat
u0lorment orcder to establish businesse

tnc Tlinders electorate might easily lave
830 electors, whilst many city electorates,

would be well bolow
to say thar
vy pro-

L'mg thus \.L\,’}l(_ted,
their quota. I go as far as
s improvement in 1 :

ducts genevally—with a big increase in the
prize of wool and a proper advance in ’cht
price of metals—every seat in Wes
and Northern Queensland would contam
from 10,000 to, in the cae of TIlinders,
0,000 eloctors, and ciby szats would heve e
than 6,000 becsuse of the erletloq It does
not require any great stretch of imagina-
tion to realise that thet could happen.
GriysToNE: flow docs 1t (3me that
risbane is below the queia now?

POLLOCK : Simply because quite a
numbeor of people who lived in Barry
were foreed to remove becruwe of

Ave

mptions for psrk purpeses. It iz
od that over 1,000 persons have
from {he Brisbaro cleﬂtomte sines

lsst redistribution, becauze frotories ard
11 vo taken the phce of residences

crate.  Immediately after the |
r’bvt?on was made, the Brisbane
o had its full quota under the Rlecto
c‘iS Act and under the redistribution.

turally changes take placs in a few vears,

Take my nwn electorate as ancthor case
in poirt.  The Gregory rloctorate,
comprizes 105,000 square miles, and is 1

than the Stats of Victoria, had
the tribution becau il
number of places that were then in the
cory clectorate had to be removed from
in order to bring the dodorﬂe down to
punta for a conntry clectorate—
R Hwhenden Torrens (/ree\", f
and cther rlaccq hud to be cut out in
ould not
e shove its qunta. Sircs then conditions
ve not been normal. Tho cleetnrate at the
rodistribution and immediately after that
ibution was arranged contained Its
quota of clectors, 1t was then in a
norinz! condition. To-day, because of th
four-vears drocght and because of the reduc-
fion in the price of wool on top of that, this
electorate iz in the worst condition that it
has been in since I have known it, and that
is over twenty vears. Probably it is in the
worst condition as regards the number of
voters that it has been in for forty or fiftr

All those factors go to show that
=0 electorates are nob normal. I am not
<t1t1nb my own case out of selfishness, but
as a resson why redistributions can take
placa to-dav, and with an alteration In
market prices for our primary products
a redistribution can be equally necessary
within six or twelve months’ time. If you

¥
ford,
order that the Gregory electorate s

Pyl
e
)

prope
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add to the Gregory electorate to-day to
make up this quota, it may be neccessary to
include in the Gregory a further 60,000
square miles of country; but nnmed.atcly
there is a return of good seasons—immedi-
ately there is an increase to a payable price
for Wool—then there will be at least 3,000 or
4,000 people over the quota in that elec-
torate; so obviously these redistributions
that are alleged to be =0 necessary from
time to time adjust themselves if you take
periods one with the other, Stations in the
electorate that I represent are employing
the fewest number of employec: that they
Lhave done for forty years. That applies in
almost every case. Selectors are employ-
ing nchody because they cannot afford to
pay wages. They wre in the hands of banks
in many cazes, and are reduced to the barest
necessities.  Because of that local authori-
ties have had to cut their staffs down to the
irreducible minimum. As a general result
business in these places is at a standstill.
Men and women employed in business have
had to go to the coast in search of a living.
In many cases they have had to join the
throng on the dole. The people and wage
workers gencrally in that electorate and in
similar other western electorates have been
driven to the cities. A redistribution in the
case of these western electorates is being
made at the worst possible time, and because
of the factors that I have mentioned it is
only a temporary one at best.

The sccond principle contained in this
Bill is that of a reduction of members from
seventy-two to sixty-two. One might well
ask what was the reason for rcducing the
number of members in the first place. Was
it economny ?

We were told by the Minister when intro-
ducing the "Bill that public opinion was
definitely in favour of a reduction of mem-
bers; but, if wo» accept that as a fact—if

the public are desirous, as the Minister
es, of reducing the number of mem-

bers—why is it that every ncwspaper article
—which 1s supposed to represent public
opinion—urges a reduction in the cost of
government? A reduction in the cost of
government and a reduction in the number
of members of the Legislative Assembly are
not necessarily the same thing. If a reduc-
tion in the cost of government is really
what public opinion is aimed at—and I
believe the 2tmosphere has been created by
newspapers for a reduction of parliamevtary
government and other reductions of a similar
naturs—how does that desire on the purt of
a scction of the public for reduced govern-
mental expenditure square with the ob]octlwe
of the Government in this Bill of reducing
the number of members? That reduction in
the number of members will save the coun-
try £5,000 a year; but in it: place is to
be put a Letrlshtne Council, which will
cause an eypondltme of £7,000 a year.

A GoverxuMexT MemBrr: Who told
that?

ir. POLLOCK: That is the plan as out-
lined br the papers; and experience has
shown us that the plans the papers cutline
to-day arc the CGovernment policy of to-
morrow. Certainly the plan outlined in
this particular reduction of members is
alleged to bhe one for which the papers
have been asking for some time; and obvi-
ously what they aiked for vesterday to
some extent is the Government’s apparent

1931~
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policy to-day. As I said, the Legislative
Council would cost an extra £7,000 a year;
s0, while on the one hand the Gevernment
are reducing mombers sufficiently to save
£5,000 a year, they propcse on the other
hand not onlv to \aQte that £5,000 a zcar.
but to add the expenditure of another £2,000
a wear to it in order to establish the
L(“’"l%l‘atl\(, Council.  The point I wunt to
mnl\e is that, if, as the Minister says, public
opinion is in favsur of « reduction of govern-
mental ¢ then it is obvious that this
plan, which is a prelude to the establish-
ment of an Upper House, is an increase in
the cost of government, and does not meet
the desires of public opinicn at all in that

regard, There arc only two big ways in
Whl(‘n Parliament can creats a reduction in
public or governmental cxpenditure—firstly,
by a big reduction of members, and,
secondly, by a reduction in the salaries of
the existing members; and for the same
reason both of these schemes have been
passed over by the Government. Why is
that? It is because both these schemes, if
effected, would mean that Government mem-
hers would have to make some sacrifice.
If there were what the Minister alleges the
public ask for—a desire for genuine economy
effected by a reduction to thirty or forty
members—quite a number of (Government
members would have to go. If cconomy were
effected by a reduction of salaries, then
obviously ‘all Glovernment members would
be forced to make the same sacrifice as
Opposition members; that is to say, if the
reduetion in expondltmo were made on
salaries alone, then obviously every member
of the IMouse would be called upon to par-
ticipate in whatever racrifice was made.
But a simultaneous reduction of ten seats,
together with a 1Ld.<t11but10n has partially
solved the problem for the Government and
enabled them to say—not with any degree

of truth, but to deccive the pubhc into
believing it—that veal economy is being
effected, whereas greater gov ernmental ex-

pC]’}dlfule will be the result after the Legis-
lative Council has heen established.

How wa~ this reduction of ten seats
arrived at? The hon. member for Toombul
said quite frankly the other night, “ After a
great deal of investigation we fixed on a
reduction of ten seats as the right number.”

Mr. H. M. Russern: I deny that. I never
caid it.

Mz, POLLOCK: ¢ Hansard” reports the
hon. member as havnw said so.

Mr. H. M. RT‘SSELL: M.
to a point of order.
made the staten
for Gregors thIlld

Speaker, I rize
I have denied having
and the hon. member

accept my denial.

Ko

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Toombul having dﬂmed having made the
statement, the hon. member for Gregory

must accept his denial,

Mr. POLLOCK: Certainly, I have no
objection to accepting his denial. That is
quite a proper thing to do; but I want fo
point out that, whilst accepting his denial
that he did not sa¥ that. T clipped from
“ Hansard 7’ this morning the report of
what he iz credited with saying. In answer
to an interjection by me—

““How was that number arrived at?”
the hon. member said—
““That number has been arvived at
after a great deal of investigation.”

Mr. Pollock.]
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And, although I accept his denial, I heard
him say it. (Opposition laughter.) Why
would there be any need for an investigation
to that extent if this was the simple effect
of an economy? I say deliberately that the
investigation was made to ascertain just
what reduction’ would disturb Nationalist
interests least and injure Labour interests
most. I believe that was the basis upon
which this investigation was made. 'Thé
investigation proved that a reduction of ten
seats could be made without injuring the
Nationalist Party to any extent whilst inflict-
ing the greatest possible injury on Labour.
I believe that the investigation, which the
hon. member for Toombul is reported as
Leving said was made, showed that, if more
than ten seats were cut out, some Nationa-
list seats would have to go. Obviously, if
more than ten were cut out, some Nationa-
list seats would have to go. 1 propose fo
prove that statement. If fewer than ten
seabs were cubt out, not enough Labour seats
would be cut out to make sure of the success
of the Government at the next election—
that is, in their opinion, although in redis-
tributing schemes Governments have proved
that they cannot always correctly gauge the
fecling of the public. Under this scheme T
belicve that at the very least cight seats
out of the ten that will be cut out will be
Labour sesvi: and I believe that is why
the ten seats were agreed upon. So far as
T can see, and sc far as I can learn from
discussing the position with people who
scem to know the intentions of the Govern-
ment, apparently it is intended that they
shall lose at the very utmost only two
Nationalist seats as against eight Labour
seats.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
been making investigations.

Mr POLLOCK: I have been making
investigations into the investigations made
by the Government. Of the two Nationalist
scats to be cut out, one is represented by
a member who is likelv to drop out of
polities altogether. Rumour has it that he
was geing to iefire. and his seat could be
utilised in an endeavour to make safe—I sav
“endeavour ’—two seats at present held
by Nationalists. The other seat is likely to
be that of a gentleman who is not very
populsr in ministerial circles, and whom
they do not very much mind losing, because
of that fact. and becausec they would pro-
bably lose him anyhow if he had to go to
the election on his present boundaries. That
is the hon. member for Kurilpa.

Mr. Crayrox: Do you think that vou can
beat Dick Bow?

Mr. POLLOCX : The hon. membeyr shows
a knowledge of the desires of the Govern-
menf. that is very difficult to understand if
it has not alreadv been arranged as to how
the redistribution is to be made. It is an
extraordinary thing that from time to time
the Premier and other Ministers, appar-
ently knowing just what seats are to be cut
cut before the redistribution commission
begins its job, have been able to ask eight
or ten members on this side of the House
whether they will be able to defeat. other
members in a plebiscite. How do those
Ministers know that the hon. members
referred to will be called upon fo contest
a plebiscite if they do not know what secats
are to be cut out? Their knowledge on that
subject discloses an extraordinary knowledge

[Mr. Pollock.

Now you have
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of what the redistribution commission is
likely to do. I am merely discussing what
a number of Government members have
publicly hinted will be the likely action of
the commission.

The present state of parties in this House
is: Neiionalist-Country Party 46, Labour 26.
If the propousal of the Government is carried
out in the manner in which they intend it
shall be carried out, then, on going to the
clectors, the numbers will be Nationalist-
Country v 44 seats—if they lose only
two seats—and Labour 18 seats, if we lose
eight seats, as we anticipate the Government
intend. Then, we would have to win fifteen
seats to obtain a working majority in this
House, a majority of four being regarded
by me as a working majority. That would
give the Labour Party 33 to 29 on the other
tide; but the redistribution and the reduc-
tion in the number have been so arranged
that Labour will have to win six seats from
the Nationalists in order to awrive at the
relative strength of parties that exists in
the House to-day. 1 suggest in all sin-
cerity that the investigation referred to has
been made so that Tabour will be placed
in that position. If the true proportion had
been preserved to Labour in the proposed
reduction, it would have been necessary to
win only ten scats instead of fifteen seats
to provide u: with a working majority in
the new Parliament. That is the difficulty
with which Labhour will be confronted because
of the reduction in the number of members,
which is to take place simultaneously with
a redistribution of seats. That is the solo
reason why the proposal was agreed to
“after a great deal of investigation,” fto
quote the reported remarks of the hon.
member for Toombul.

Mr. H. M. RussgnL: I
thing of the sort.

Mr. POLLOCK: If necessary, J can
sccurc  ‘‘ Hansard” t{o prove that this is
how the hon. member is reported. I have
accepted his ussurance that he did not say
that, and will merelr content myself with
assuring him that that is how he has been
reported.

Mr. H. M. RusstiL: Read the text of the
report,

Mr POLLOCK : Parliament
insist« that I accept the deni
member, but I heard him
remark.

The question of the quota 1s another
important principle contained in the Bill.
It would be necessary to arrive at the quota
by dividing the number of electorates into
the number of electors to retain the prin-
ciple of a uniform- quota, and, if that
principle were to be preserved, each elec-
torate in the State would contain 8,029 voters.
But that does not happen under this Bill.

The principal of one vote one value is
recngnised, and for many years has been
recognised by Australian Parliaments. In
Victoria they go a great deal farther than
wa do in that respect. Why is that quota
departed from in the case of country elec-
torates? Why is it that we have a
smaller number of electors in electorates far
removed from the seat of government than
we da in the city electorates? It is because
we have always recognised that principle,
which was contained in  The Electoral Dis-
tricts Act of 1910, which was passed by

b=t

never said any-

vy procedurc
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My, Kidston. It was recognised in that Act
that one voter in the city at the seat of
government has more pull than one voter
in more remotely situated electorates.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
that principle?

Mr. POLLOCK: I do; and so does the
hon. gentleman, as it is contained in this
Bill.  But, while the Governmant have
acceptsd that principle, they have departed
from the uniforin quota. Once they have
departed from the uniform quota they show
that they have recognised that a voter in
the city has more power, more pull, and
more influence in the affuirs of State than
the voter who is away from the city. After
having recognised and departed from that
principle, the only question remains: How
far should that departure be carried? I do
not say that I am speaking the views of my
own party. I am speaking my own personal
view when I say that I believe the margin
ought to be at least 33 per cent. I shall
exdeavour to substantiate that by saying
that I represent an electorate that is approxi-
mately 1,000 miles from the seat of govern-
ment, which contains 106,000 square miles
of country, and which contains such towns
as Boulia, Windorah, Birdsville, Bedourie,
Jundah, Stonchenge, Kynuna, and all the
other places Lknown to the hon. member
for Wide Bay as  Woop-woop.” They are
a long way from the scat of government.
None of these little communities have news-
papers to state their case. As a matter of
fact, only one newspapor is printed in the
electorate I represent. Hon. members will
sce from that that people in vemote places
such as that, without even a newspaper to
advocat: their claims, situated wecks from
the seat of government by letter and days
ar lesst by secroplame communication, can-
not be expected to exoercise the same influenca
on public affairs as a similar number of
voters in the city would do. T suggest to
the Government that the Bill chould include
a proviso allowing the redistribution com-
mission when delineating these electorates
to take info consideration the principle of
remotencss from the seat of government, and
to take into account that principle to a
greater extent than 20 per cent. To say
that five clectors in Boulia have the same
influence in governmental affairs or get the
same representation in Parliament as four

Do you accept

electors in the city is to state what is
obviously an absurdity. In all probability
it would take at least a dozen electors

situated in such places, with their limited
facilities for approaching the Government
and deparoments and having their cases
ventilated by newspapers, to exercise the
same influence on the body politic as four
electors in the city. I do not believe that
is an exaggeration. Once you accept the
principle of a marginal quota, the object
must be to say, as far as possible, just what
that margin shall be in order to give country
people fair representation. I am. surprised
at the Country Party, which alleges that it
stands for country interests, not having in-
sisted sufficiently on this principle to see
that country rights were safeguarded. Ap-
parently the members of that party are
satisfied to be swallowed whole by the
Nationalists. Apparently they are not very
much concerned with the interests of the
country, with the representation of the
country, and with all the other things that
vitally concern the country.
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If hon. members want an illustration of just
how difficult it is for the people in country
districts to get representation and to have
influence upon the government of the State.
take any public question; but, if it is desired
to be specific, take the question of State
schools. In the far western ceutres there
is a little State school in each town. Some-
times the school is quite adeguate; some-
times not nearly so adequate as it ought to
be. In many cases it is lacking in the
facilities that a school should have, and in
some instances does not get the pick of the
teachers, obviously, because there is not
the same number of children to tzach there.
These are all disabilities that the western
and northern districts of Queinsland and
bush people generally labour uunder. If we
compare the difficulties under which those
schools labour, which the children have to
face, and which the parents have to bear,
with the conditions pertaining to the schools
in the city, where children have not to ride
or walk & or 7 miles to school, and where
there is a complaint to the Minister and a
newspaper article if schools are situated
more than a mile apart—when we compare
these things, it is not difficult to see what the
big bulk of representation in the city has
done to improve the status of the city at the
expense of that of the country. That is so
under any Government, whether it be
Labour. Nationalist, Tory, Country Party,
or anvthing else. The fact that the bulk of
the representation is in the city places
country people at a very distinct disadvan-
tage; yet, in a Bill such as this, which is
the only time in the histery of a country
when we could make provision for the safe-
guarding of country intercsts, we arc asked
to believe that five electors in the country
have the same power and influence on
government and on the destinies of the
State as four pcople have in the city. No
man in his right senses would believe such
an idea.

The western seats have temperarily fallen
below their cquota. I use the word ¢ tem-
porarily  advisedly, because I proved that
a few moments ago. In the casc of the
Gregory clectorate the four-vears drought
has been responsible for that. and the posi-
tion has been accentuated by the fall in the
price of wool. In the case of the Flinders
electorate it will probably be found, before
this Bill becomes operative, that there will
bhe five times the number of electors, if
there is an increase in the price of silver-
lead. The Government’s answer to the
electors who refuse to vote for them is this:
Whereas the western electorates for thirty
or forty years would stand no other than a
Labour man representing them, the Govern-
ment have decided that, if they cannot beat
the members in those electorates, the next
best thing is to cut out some of the elec-
torates. .

That is the basis of this Bill—the desire
to cut out the seats that they cannot win—
the desire to place this party at such a dis-
advantage that on paper it will appear
impossible for the Labour Party to defeat
the Government. But T would like to remind
the Government that redistributions have

been made by Nationalist Governments
hefore with the same object, and they

fhiled to gauge public opinion accurately.
1f the swing which we believe is against the
Nationalist Party, if the disgust at their
actions which is manifest throughout Queens-
land, is given a reasonable opportunity to

Mr. Pollock.]
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show itself on election day, then no redis-

tribution of this kind and no reduction of

members of this kind in the Government’s

interests can possibly save the Government.
My, Maxwern: Then why worry?

Mr, POLLOCK: I am not worrying. I
am trying to show that the Government are
endeavouring at all costs to put off still
further the evil day. They are trying to
dodge their 1e>ponsw1hty They went to
the electors at the last election under an
Elections Act which erabled every nomadic
worker in the counitry and every worker
in ths State over twenty-one years of age
who had been a month in an electorate to
record a vote. To-day thsy have adopted
a similar policy to that which Nationalist
Governments have always adopted when they
were in danger and saw their doom impend-
ing. Instead of appealing to a common jury,
where every man had a vote, they decided
to appeal to a special jury comprised of
those whom they are preparved to allow to vote.
The nomadic workers throughout the State
—shearers, drovers, rouseabouts, genecral
station hands, and thousands of men whom
the legislation of the Government hus placed
on the track—arc men who will not be in any
eleciorate long enough to cnable them to get
on the roll. In addition to removing them
from the roll and wiping out eight or ten
Labour seats, they propose to do everything
they possibly can to prevent the common
jury  that clected them from having the
opportunity of diselecting them if they feel
dizgusted with their action.

There is one other principle contained in
this Bill which, through my time having
expired, I shall not have an opportunity of
dealing with. I merely say that, except for
conco"lmff to the Covernment, or any Go-
vernment. the right to redistribute  seats
when such a thing becomes necessary, the
balance of the principles contained in this
Bill are principles in which I can sec no
good, and which are introduced for the one
purpose—to keep the Government in power
at all costs irrespective of public honour and
public decency.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick) [3.38]:
is perfectly clear that the Opposition are
not averse to a redistribution of the clee-
torates.  If any party should have been
seized of the respons 1)111t\ of doing that,
surely it should have been the La bom Party,
who are occupying the Opposition benches
to-day. I am quifc aware that the complaint
we have heard from the last speaker is
that the country districts are not represented
as ther should be, and that nras l(ng the
basis will be about 33 por cent. more in the
cities. I want to know how it s that the
Opposition members have been so negligent
of their absolute duty to the great bulk of
the voters as not to have given considera-
tion to their rights during the years they
were in power. What consideration have
they given to the indnstrial classcs they pro-
fess to crave so much consideration for?
They have absolutely neglected them, as the
f"ure: will show. Of course, I quite under-
stand that the Opposition would like the
handling of a Bill of this kind; bui Queens-
land can remember to her cost the malad-
ministration which came about larzuiy because
a redistribution of seats did not take place at
a very much carlier date than is proposed.

Hon. members opposite have previously
argued that the propor basis to adopt is

[afr, Pollock.
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cne vote one value; but, judging from what
they say now, their arguments in that con-
nection are thrown 10 the four winds. I
concede that; and every country member
concedes it; and there arc members on this
side who stand up for the country people.
I have never becn considered other than a
country man, and my sympathies are with
the men in the country. One is disposed to
give them the fullest consideration with
regard to their representation in Parlia-
ment. After all, it is a very fair thing when
there is a margin of 20 per cent. below and
20 per cent. above, which really makes it
equal to a dlf‘fmence in their favour of 40
per cent. If hon. members opposite wish
to do anything more than that, then they
are not giving due consideration to the
industrial classes whom they profess to serve;
and I charge them to-day with having
neglected to give the consideration which
they should have given to the vast army
of men in and around them. Some hon.
members opposite are to-day practically argu-
ing for putting fmwald a policy that would
mlegdte the workers to the pOslthI’l that
their represenbfation would be only one in
three. 1Is it fair that the labourers of the
land should be reduced to a position of
that kind? Surelv hon, members opposite
cannot be so disobedient to duty and =o
blind to the actual demands of the pecople
as to cxpress themselves as they have been
doing throuah the mouth of the hon. mem-
ber for Gregory?

It seems to me that there was never a

greater need for a redistribution of secats
than there is at the present time. This is
a simple Bill, and sets out in clear and

simple language what it is proposed to do.

Mr. PoirLock: How
reduction of ten?

My. G. P. BARNES: If it had been
twenty, does any hon. member dream for
one moment that the opposition of hon.
inembers on the other side would have broken
down, and that they would have said, “ It
is identical with our cszlculations, and vou
are doing ijust what we would have done.”
Tt would be an impossibility for this side
to do anything in that direction with which
the Opposition would agree. All is VlOn"‘
to thera that is done by the Government.

Mr. Portock: How do you arvive at a
reduction of ten? VYou were in favour of

do you arrive at a

fifty a coup‘e of yvears ago—how do wou
arrive at sixty-two?
Mr. G. P. BARNES Personally, T am

not very ])4111 q:lar about the number; wot.
when you make it sixtv-two, vou pv robablv
strike a via media, which is the happy and
the right thing to do.

The argument of the hon. member for
Gregory that this proposal is simply to make
way from an expenditure point of view for
the re-establishment of the Upper House is
tog weak altogether. No comldelatlon of
that kind has arisen, and, however hon.
membels opposite may magnify that in their
own minds. it does not apply in the least
to the attitude of the Government, nor has
the idea entered into caleulation in the pro-
posal to reducs the number of members to
sixty-two.

Hon. members would want to know how
we arrived at any figure, no matter what
it was; and I have no doubt that the hon.
member would like the handling of the
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redistribution of seats. 'The history of
voting in Queensland has been zhocking for
years. When you go back and remember
the stuffing of the rolls that oceurred in the
olden dayi——

Mr. KIRWAX:
1‘0Hc

The * bulcocking ”” of the

.G BARNES: That was nct good,
*f n was done

Mr. Kirwax: It was done.

M) G. . BARNES: I am not going to
condone that any more than I can condone
\Umt I am going to quote now. On 8th
May, 1820, there wers 484,212 names on the
State rolls, whilst on the Commonwealth
rolls at the same time there were only
429,061 names, the excess on the State rolls
being 35,151. At the elections in 1920 the
number on the volls was 445681, whilst,
according to the census in 1921, the number
of voters was 423,123—an oxcess of 22,553,
How are hon. members going to explain that
kind of thing?

I have turned up some facts contained in
the memorial presented to His Majesty the
King in connection Wlth the abolition of
the Legislative Council, which is to be found
in the pallmn‘ent‘uy papers for 1922, That
mommml states—

“At the general election of 6th Marvh,
1912, the then Labour Government were
returned to power by a majority of
twenty-four votes in an Aswembly of
seventy-two. At the general eleciion of
9th October, 1920, their majority dwind-
led 1o JOUL, and the prescnt strength of
parties  in  the Assembly is—Lubour
Governmsnt 37 (including the Spesker)
and Opposition 35, At the last general
clection there was an extraordinary dis-
proportion of votes, ranging from” 2,600
to 12,000 in the various constitucnecics;
and it zo happened that the Govern-
ment, although sccuring =2 slender
majority in the Assembly, nevertheless.
are now In a minority by over 20,000
vetes, if the aggregate is taken of votes
cust for or against them by Quecnsland
electors.”’ ’
Those figures no doubt were checked and
found to be correct before they left Queens-
land. It is extraordinary that, whilst at
that time there were thirty-seven Labour
members and thirty-five anti-Labour mem-
bers, the former were 20,000 votes shiort of
what they should have had to cnable them
to say that thev represented a majority of
the people. In the 1923 election fortr-three
Labour

representatives were returned and
twenty-nine anti-Labour, set the Labour
minority in the constituencies was 14,369

votes. It will be seen from that that it is
rbsolutely necessary that consideration should
Le given to the electoral laws of Queens-
land.

I bhave also turned up an interesting
speech containing relevant figures deliv "L"d
b+ the hon. member for Windsor—now Mr.
Speaker—reported in ¢ Hansard” for 1923,
at p. 530. The hon. member stated—

“1 do not want to detain the TIouse
oy delay  the Treasurer delivering his
T‘mdn(‘ml Statement, but in refereuce to
the delay that has taken place it is c=ly
vicht and proper that these things
should be known.

“The Attorney-General a short time
ago supplied some figures to the press.
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The ummlwl lc part of the hon gentle-

man’s figures was that he only <upphed
f‘mmﬁ\ for s) ty-four e;o(tomlm There

vere cight ¢ 'ctox ates which he did not
ncntlon at all in those figurcs, and of
those eight eleatorates for +which wno
figures were supplied seven uwe
sonted by members of the Oprpo
side of the House and one by a membcr
of the Covernment. The least that cen
Lo said about the figures, ther: ‘forc is
that they are not accuraie. 1 would not
sav that this was dons for the purpose
of misleading, but they were not as
accurate as they should have boen. The
clectorates for which figures wera not
supplied were Albert, Cooroora, Fassi-
fern, Sandgate, Stanley, Toombul, and
Wide Bay, all held by the Opposition,
and Barcoo which is held by Mr. Bulecock,
a member of the Government Party.”

lon. members opposite would benefit con-
siderably by reading the whole of that
speech for themselves. The hon. member
concluded his speech with these figures—
“Total anti-Labour vote 198,931
Total Labour vote 184,562

Anti-Labour majority 14,369 ”

The figures show that, although Labour
ruled in Queensland, they did mnot rule by
virtue of represcnting the ma}out" of the
people of the State. The cost of that con-
dition of affairs is too patent for any man
even to mention it to-day. We are in the
throes of a lot of tvouble thut we might
have escaped if such an order of things had
not been maintained.

The presceat anomalies are so great that T
wish to submit some figures in jus t..Lc"tmn
of a redistribution of seats. I have Lefore
me the figures wwith respect to thirtesn seats,
eleven of which are held by hon. members

onposits, for which the enrolmeni at &0th
June last was—
Brisbane 4,790
Burke . 3,905
shavters Towers 3,925
Chillagoe 3.236
Cook 4,142
Tlinders 3,371
Gregory .. 2.686
Leichhardt 4,539
Mitchell ... 4,490
Mount Morgan ... 3,120
Queenton 4,066
Townsville 4,798
Warrego 4,205
Total . 52,419
Average . 4,032
I have also taken five electorates, all held

by members of the Government Party, They
are
Bulimba 12,294
Enoggera 12.939
T.ogan 12.697
Nundah 11,162
Oxicy 11,685
Total 60,777
Average 12,155

The comparison would probably have been
still more interesiing from the point of view
of my argument if I had quoted the city
clectorates represented by hon. members:
opposite.  Hon. members on the Govern-
ment zide are showing the only real con-
cern to give the people full representation.

e, G, P. Barnes.]
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Hon. members opposite, especially the repre-
sentatives of the city electorates, are not
showing the concern that they should show
in order that these people might exert the
full power of the franchise. It is wise under
th~ circumstances to indicate somec of the
«olid fact: which should be patent to every-
one who believes that there i1s an absolute
ne~d for the redistribution of seats in order
that some degree of fairplay should he given
to voiers generally by coming necar to the
proportion of what is their rights as regards
the representation they should have in the
Parliament of the laud.

Mr. A, JOXNES (Burke) [3.46]: This Bill
is supposed to bhe ¢ for the better represen-
tation of the people of Quecnsland in Par-
liament.”” I do not see how the Govern-
ment can give the Bill that title, secing that
its objects apparently are to cut out at
least cight Labour representatives in this
Chamber. This Bill, in conjunction with
the Election Acts Amendment Act which was
passed last scision, is directed mainly against
the western and northern portions of the
State.  Hon members on the Government
benches have gone to some pains to show
that the quotas of some Western electorates
represented on this side of the Ilouse have
shrunk; but every person knows that during
the last four or five years Western Queens-
land has had rather a bad spin. The coun-
trv has just passed through a drought that
has lasted for four or five years, with the
result that a number of people have loft that
part of the State. As the hon. member for
Gregory mentioned, it will be only a matter
of a few sears, rrohablv, when we have
expericnced » few good seascns and there
has been = slight rise in the wool market.
when the population of those districts will
revert to what it was at the last redistribu-
tion. Very few people have any idea of
the vastness of the electoral districts in the
scu’rbwvostol‘n wostern,  and  north-western
portions of this State, and the inconvenience
representatives of these districts meet with in
visiting the verious centres of population.
Mz electorate is not by any means the
largest in the te. It 1s the third larg:st
in area: but I will quete a few instances in
order that hou. members mav visnalise the
great distances between the various centres
of population snd the difficulties which I,
as the representative, must meet with. When
{ de: to travel around the cleriorate and
start, from Ilughenden, I proceed along the
Great Northern Railway to Julia Creek, a
distance of about 200 miles. From there I
proceed to Normanton, another 300 miles, by
motor car or some other vehicle. From
thence to Burketown is a further 150 miles
journey by road. while from Burketown to
Dobbvn, the nearest railway town, is an
additicral 230 miles. That is but one
instance of the hardshin of representing elec-
toratrs of the vestness of the Rurke clee-
torate; but it is not to be compared with
the avea represented by the hon. member
for Gregory.

Mre. Kir
in order to v

v

: He must travel via Adelaide
t one portion of his electorate.

‘Mr‘ A, JONES: That is so. Representa-
tives of city areas bave no idea of the
vastness of the western areas. The hon.
member for Nundah compared the number
of electors in Nundah, Bulimba, and other
city electorates with the number in certain

[Mr. & P. Barnes.
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Western electorates. There is no corapzri-
son.

Mr. Kerso: I was making a comparison
between city seats.

Mr. A, JONES: As I said, this Bill, to-
gother with the Act passed last scssion, is
mainly directed to whittling down the re-
preseniation of the western districts of this
State. Despite the statcment of the Attor-
rey-Glencral that he did not consider the
nomadic workers would be affected by the
amended electoral law passed last session,
it is clear to anyone who is conversant with
conditions in Westorn Queensland that the
position of these workers will be seriously
prejudiced. In my own clectorate over 1,000
names have been struck off the electoral roll
since the passing of the measure to which
I have vcferred. Ordinarily 700 or 800 of
thosc people would be entitled to have their
names retained on the roll; but, with the
three months’ residential qualification im-
posed by the Government, these men have
been disfranchised. I know personally of
four mobs of cattle which have left North
Quecnsland  for Adelaide. The men in
charge of those cattle will be absent from
their home centres for six or seven months.
They do not reside in one place for any
definito period, but are compelled to move
about in order fo secure a livelibood. So
also with many sheavers and ofher workers,
who will have no hope of remaining electors
in view of the threce months’ residential
gualification. Quite recently I met a body
of men who were going from Wellshe!t shed,
Ilfracombe, to Southern Queensland, in pur-
suit of their shearing occupation. Those
men reside in Central Queensland, and will
probably be absent five or six months:
and that fact will be responsible for their
rames being crased from the clectoral roll;
and, as it will be necessary for them to
reside permanesntly in one place for three
menths before becoming eligible to vote, it
will he apparent to anyone who knows the
nature of their work that they will never
bhe  enrolled as electors in the State of
Queensiand., These isolated instances are
typical of the position that affects also sta-
tion hands. prospecior:, and numercus other
workers in tho west. 1 am satisAed that the
amended lecislation which imposes the three
months’ residential qualification will deprive
the people of Western Queensland of one
membar in this Assembly. As I have said,
1,000 names have been struck off the roll
in my own electorate; n»ud, as other con-
stituencies such as Balonne and Mitchell are
similarly affected, it is safe to say that from
5,000 to 6,000 persons at the very least will
be disfranchised, and that number, on the
quota basis, will represent the less of one
member in this Parliament.

When giving evidence before the Electoral
Commission in 1927 My, Turner, the Com-
monwealth Blectoral Officer for Queensland,
censidersd that, in crder to give the nomadic
worker a fair chance to enjoy the ordinary
privileges of citizenship, the residential
qualification for enrolment should be less
than one month. The present Government
have seen fit to make it threc months; =nd
I say cmphatically that they did that know-
irx vhat the effect would be on the country
districts. The position is well known to
those who are conversant with the conditlons
in the west. A shearer friend of mine writ-
ing to me from North Queensland recently
satd that, although there were only seventy-
two members in the shearers’ mess at his
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shed, actually cighty travellers sat down atb
a recent Sunday midday meal after the
sheavers had finished their meal.

He pointed out that this had the cifect of
increasing the cost of living in that mess
from about 30s, or 35s. a week to 50s. a week
mainly through the feeding of swagmen. I
mention that to show what a large army
of unemploved is travelling about the bush,
who also will be disfranchised. In the past
dozens of swagmen who were on the roll
never stopped at a hotel or a boarding-house.
These #wagmen always camped on the
reserves in the town. Their names appeared
on the roll as residing on the town common
or reserve, and they were entitled to vote.
Som=z of the finest men in Western Queens-
land will have no chance of recording a vote
under this Bill.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Nonsense!

Mr. A, JONES: The nomadic worker is
the greatest problem we have in Australia
so far as providing = fair and equitable roll
"is conecerned, Clute a lot has been said by
different members of the Government Party
about arresting the drift to the cities.
Unless  the Government  are prepared to
give some consideration to those men who
go out into the wide spaces to open up the
State, this drift to the cities will continue.
Thesa men have been put on a lower scale
than the aboriginals and in some cases on
a lower scale than the coolies in India. Not
=0 long ago I poirted out the corrditions in
Western Quecnsland, and I stated that quite
a number of bushmen, especially station
hands, are working for lower wages than
are paid to aboriginals. 1 pointed that
out to the Premier, and he said that
inquiries would be made. It seems that
the trend of the legislation of the p1esent
Government has been directed against
Western Queensland, and this Bill is follow-
ing along those lines, HEver sinco they have
been in  power the Government have
attempted to do everything they possibly
can to retard the interests of Western
Queensland. They suspended the station
hands’ awsrd, and immediately afterwards
they agreed to an extension of pastoral
leases.  Since then an agitation has been
set up by different members on this side of
the House against these extensions; and just
recently the hon. member for Gregory led
a deputation from Winton asking for an
increase of areas to the small grazing sclec-
tors; but that deputation got no satisfaction.
The whole trend of the legislation of the
Government is against the interests of
Western Queeusl‘md In Victoria I under-
stand thele is what is known as a “ remote
quota.”” In the case of electorates far
removed from the seat of government—and
they cammot be very far removed from the
scat of government in Victoria because it
is a very small State—special provision is
made for a smaller quota. I am of the
opinion that the mergin in Queensland
shculd be at least 25 per cent. above and
25 per cent. bzlow the quota in order to
provide fair and equitable representation
to the vast clectorates in the western por-
tion of the fitate.

We have heard quite a lot recently, especi-
ally in the prees, about the cost of govern-
ment. So far as Australia e: a wvhole 1
concerned, it compares more than favour-
ably with any other country in the world
with regard to the cost of government. The
one country we can best compare with Aus-
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tralia is Canada. If we take the different
provinces of Canada, we find that Queens-
land compsres more than favourably with

them. 1 shall just give the four principal
proviness of Canada to show how they com-
pare with this State. Quecnsland, as we
know, has an area of 678,000 square miles.
These are the figures with regard to
Canada—
| Popula- Aren. ;Ifg_t(‘,]f
;oo | Memb.ers.
|
Manitoba 639,000 | 61
Pritish Columbia 551,000 33
Qucbee .. Lo 2,361,008 168
Alberta .. L. 60T,ee 63

That chows that the cost of government in
Nustralia compares morc than favourably
with the cost of government in those pro-
vinces. It is interesting to note that in
the House of Commons in Canada the salary
of members is 4,000 dollars per session; and
T understand that, if two sessions of Parlia-
ment are held in one year, members are
entitled to two salaries for that particular
Year,

The same thing avnplies in regard to the
representation in the different States of
America, in which there are more parlia-
mentary “cpresentatwe relatively, than in
the provinces of Canada.

In conclusion, I consider as a Western
member that the Government should at
least take some notice of what has been
sald by hon, members on this side in connec-
tion with the consideration being given to
the different country electorates, taking into
consideration the vastness of the electorates,
the arens it is nocessary to cover in order
to get round the electorates, and, in addi-
tion, the bad times they had had to go
through during the past fow years. I trust
that at the Committee stage the 2Tinister
will agree to certain amendrents which may
T+ moved from this side =0 a2s to remecdy
isabilities of the Western clectorates.

MAXWELL {Toowong) [4.4]: To hon.
members on this side. who oacupled the
Op: 30:1t10n benches (hrln«r the reign of the
Labour Government when the redistribution
of seats took place, the opinions which have
been exnressed by hon. members opposite
are ridicnlous and in a good many instances
contradictory. Hon. members opposite who
want to pose as individuals who are looking
after the intevests of the country people——
thev :ﬂone and nobody else—must take the
blame for the unsatisfactory method of redis-
tribution of seats which then took place.
We who sat in onposition at that time
remember the tactics adopted so far as
proxv wvoting, for instance. wazs concerns.

remind hon. mombors opposite that.

vosults of the redistribution made
2hour Governument were announced
House, the then Home Seeretary,
remarked, © That is the

b' tho L.
in this
Mr., MceCarmac Lz
end of Peterson.”

OppostTioN  STEwsERs: When was that?

Mr. MAXWELL: Hon. members opp
would contradict anything.
Mr. KIirwi

¢ Hansard 7 ?

¢: Can vou show it to us in

Ve, Marwel.]
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Mr. MAXWELL: I notice the hon. mem-

ber for Herbert hanging his head and
laughing, knowing qu well that that is
exactly what Mr. McCormack said. The
hon. member for Brisbanc also heard him

saw it, if he was not dcaf. The affection hon.
members opposite have for the people in
the country is marvellous. Did they not
cut out four country members altogether;
and did not their redistribution enable them
to come biok into this House with a majority
of abcut fourteen?

My. Dasu: You have more than thit now.
Mr., MAXWELL: We have, and we are
worthy of them. Our Government are

carrying out one of the promises they mude
in their polioy speech. I cun qun\ under-
stand the feeling that scems to permeate
some hon. members on the other side. They
are considering who are likely to lose their
seah Tt matters not to the Government if
we lose scats. We shall take it in a sports-
manlike way, just as the hon. member for
Mount Morgsn took his gruel.

Mre. PoLLock:

You are preparcd to
sacrifice us for your own sakes.
Jir, MAXWELL: No; but we are pre-

pared to give cffect to our clection promise,
and not play with the question, as hon.

membsiys opposite did.
Mr. Kikwax: That will net go dewn
with us.

Mr. MAXWELL: And some of the state-
ments of hon. members opposite will not
go down with me. They demand contradic-
ticn. We have been told by the hon. memi-
ber for Flinders and other hon. members
ou the other side that the reason for the
differences in the number of clectors in elee-
torates hc‘d by Government members and
Labour members respectively is that workers
in the pastoral and mining industries have
had to come inio the citics owing to lack of
emplozment. Lot me analyse that state-
ment. In the case of the Balonne electorate
these arve the figures—

BALONNE.
Tots pelled 2,871
L\'o. on roll 5,285
. on roll 5,116
1929—No. en roll 5,999
Hon. members will sea tnat there was only

a slight falling off in 192
tioning, and tha 1t in this, one of the pautoral
seats wwhere we were told there had been a
falling off because industry in a bad
way, the numbers had actually incressed in

1929.

Let us consider these figures for the respec-
tive yeurs—

not worth men-

-

Barcoo.
1920-—Votes polled 3,770
1928—No. on roll *5,674
1826—No. on voll 5,786
1929—No. on roll 5,622

* No contest.

It is true that there was a falling off there
of 200 odd—

Darpy.
1920—Votes pollsd 4,654
1928 —No. oan roll 6,623
1926—XNo. on rvoll 6,292
1929—No. on roll 6,644
[ W, Marwell,
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JIARANOA.
1020—Votes polled 4,797
1923—No. on roll 5,551
1926—~No. on roll 5,296
1928—No. on roll 5,874
There was no falling off there. The argu-

ment of hon. members oppesite cannct hold
water. I have exploded their arguments so
far a+ they apply to those pastoral areas—
MITCHELL.
1920--No contest. —
1925—No. cn roll ... 5,73
1926—No. on roll .. 4,97
1929~-No. on voll 5,341

Cuote the Iltt_st ﬁﬂu
I have taken the last

My, POLLOCK:

AMr. MAXWELL:
election returns.

My, Pornock: You have later figures.

Mr. MAXWELL: ¥ will not be led aziray
by the hon. member for Gregory.

Mr. Porrocx: 1 knew that you would not
be fair.

Mr, BMAXW
trapped by the hon. member for
I am quoting fromn the returns
been laid upen the table of this House.
Let me proceed—

ELL:

I am not going to bn

2ITRILLA.
1920—Votes pollrd 4,731
1723—No. on roll 6,059
1926~Ne. on roll 5,300
1929—No. oun roll 5,841
NORMANBY.
1920—No. on roll . ... 4788
1623 —INo. on roll ... 5131
1926—No. on roil 4,784
1929—XNo. c¢n roll 4,679

There was a falling off there; but that hap-
peied in the cass of the present Home Secre-
tary. Hon. members opposite have stressed
th ¢ position of ihe mining industry, and have
endeavoured lo lead people outqldc to believe
that the whol» of Queensland is pmctlc Wly

Iike Qoldemith’s © Descrted Village'  An
attempt  has been made to mislead  the
people into believing that there was nobody
in the TFlinders electorate.  Let me now
quote xome of the mining centres—
BOWEN.
1920—Votes polled 6.480
1823—No. cn roll 6,347
19926-—No. oa roll . 6.400
1829--No. on vroll ... 6,781
There is an increas: in that casc—
BREMER.
1920—Votes pelled ... 6.046
1923—No. on roll .. 0,090
1926—XNo. on roll . ... 6,300
1929 No. on roll .. 5,43

Now I come o the Burrum elootomto
Mr. PoLiocx: Why take the coalmining
centros?

Afr. MAXWELL: Hon. membors opposite
do not like the figures. They heve claimed
that the decline in the pastoral and mining
industries is responsible for ths electoral
ancomalies that exist tc-day.

Mr, PorLock : “conking” the

figures for rour

You are only
own use.
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A, FIAXWELL: I throw that interjec-
tion back in the teeth of the hon. member
just as bitterly as he has given it to mc
I do not “ceok™ fizurcs. I am not a figure
faker; the hon. member and some of his
clan c¢ould teach e how to do so.

Let me continue to gquote further elce-
toratesi—
DBrroruw,
1920—Votes polled ... 3,924
1923—Xo. on roll 6,794
1926—No. on rvoll 6,770
1928—No. on roll 6,797

There is no falling off of voters there.

Frixorrs.
1920—Votes polled 4,059
1923—No. on roll 3.938
1926—No. on roll 2,741
1929—No. on roll 3,116

There was a falling off in the figures for
1926, but they recovered somewhet in 1929

Mount Moraax.

1920-—Votes polled 3.831
1823—No. on voll 5,470
1926—No. on voll 4573
1923—No. on roll 3.370

There has been a depreciation in the number
of voters in Mount Morgan. Hon, members
in their arguments in this Chamber appeal
for consideration for, as they term them,
their friends in the country—the men they
desire to assist, whom they term the bong
and sinew of the State. They have an oppor-
tunity on the scheme of redistribution of
clectorates to assist those men. I would
refer the hon. member for Gregory and
some of his colleagues to ““ Hanwrd ” for
1922, They will there find on page 501 the
views of Mr. Bebbington, the then member
for Drayton, regardiug the sympathy of hon.
members opposite for the people in the
country as exomplified on the question of
redistribution of seats, Ther will find on
pages 513 snd 514 the views of Mr. J. H. C.
Roberts, the them member for Pilteworth, on
the same question. Ther will see there the
treatment their Government meted out to

the pecple on the land. And then theso
Simon Pures come into this House and
accuse this Government of attempting to

gerrvmander the clectorates! The Lioader
of the Opposition has gone so far ox to say
that maps in connection with the redistirbu-
tion have been prepared. Notwithstanding
the demial of the Attorney-General, the hon.
member still goes around among the whis-
perers and urgers saying, ‘° They have got
the maps. Don’t you kuwmow what they are
going to do? The maps are prepared.”

Mr., KirwaN:
and urge.

Mr. MAXWIELIL : Hon.
site have been dxsplqvmo great anxiety in
connection with the matter. 1 can appre-
ciate their difliculty, and their anxicty to
know exactly what the Government are
going to do, The Government intend keep-
ing their promise to the people. Thes told
the people of Queensland that, if returned
to power, they would bring in a Bill for
the redistribution of seats. Hon. members
opposite do not hkn these things being told
to them; nor do they care to “be reminded
of the fact that they declared that, with the
consummation of federation the cost of
government would deerecase. We have the

There is no need to whisper

members oppo-
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Federal Government, the Siate Gevermment,
and local authority govm nment. The taxa-
tion burden is almost unbearable; and the
Oucensland Government are trying in some
small way to relieve the peop le of that
burden.

It has becn stated by most hon. members
opposite that the Tlections Acts Amendment
Act pa=ed last year was a trick on the part
of the Government to prevent the enrolment
of men. How any person with anv intellect
could make such a statement passes my com-
pietension.  Surely hon. members on the
Opposition benches realise that a person who
constitutes his home in a certein town can
vote for the electorate in which that town
is situated?

Mr. Porrvock: Ie cannot.

Mr. ’\L,\KVVTLL. I prefer to accept the
statement of the Attorney-General, Who SAFS
that he cun.

On the question of the work done by tho
Labour Government for the proper repre-
sentation of the people in this Parliament, I
desire to refer specifically to the following
article which appeared in  the Sydney
“ Bulletin 7 of 28th October, 1920:—

“ THE VERDICT IN QUEENSLAND,

¢ Opposition Seats—

Voters in ten clectorates—78,926
¢ Ministerial—

Voters in ten electorates-—25,294

“The figures explain how a minority ot
voters come to elect a majoritz of repre-
sentatives. It asked the electors for an
endorsement of its boisterous finance and
light-hearted repudiation of contracts,
and the clectors have replicd—so far as
stuffed rolls and gerrymandered consti-
tuencics permitted their voice to be heard
—that peefidiowsness and the prospect
of insolvency don’t appeal to them at
all.  In fact the lesson of the Quesns-
land elections is that the Australian
people are not cducated up to the
methods  of government praciised in
greaser republics, ete.”

"

It was in the rame izsuc of the * Bulletin’

that a well known cartoon appeared. Hon
menibers opposite may recall that wtriking
c¢artoon, because it was particul

ing. It qhowod the return to powsr of
Messrs.,  Theodore and  Fibelly over the
bodies of dead voters sand skeletons.
{Laughter.) Surely hon. members opposite

will aceept the ¢ Bulletin,” which haz so
frequently been referred to by them as the
most democratic paper in the Common-
wealth? But perhaps they are no longer
prepared to accept the ¢ Bulletin,” sezing
that that paper is not prepared to sanci:en
the entrusting of government to the cluse
of hon. membors who at present oceupy the
Uirposition benches.

The hon. member for Balonne spcke with
a knowledge of the gerrymandering of seats,
and he made one of the most ridiculous
statements that I ever heard an hcen. mem-
ber make. He practically made a threat.
e said that if the Government did not do
what he asked for “I shall go out to the
Western electorates, and I will raise the
people there and demand a new State for
Western Queensland ’—with the hon. mem-
ber, I suppose, as Premier. Did anyocne
ever hear such a ridiculous statement? T
thought the States were to be eliminated,

My, Marwell.]
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and that a spirit of comradeship and
brotherly love was to permcate us when
foderation became an accomplished fact.
But we find we have an apostle for the crea-
tion of new States! We shall watch with
infzrest the attempt of the hon. member to
“bulldoze ” the electors of Balonne.
The following Country Party electorates
were wiped out by the Labour Party:—
Druyton, represented by Mr. Bebbing-
ton; Musgrave, represented by Mr.
Cattermull; Pittsworth, represented by
r. J. . C. Roberts; and Kennedy,
represented by Mr. J. Jones.
Mr. Porrock: Is that why the hon. mem-

ber for Toombul said that punishment has
becn long delayed?

Mr. WinsTaNLEY: Kennedy was not elimi-
nated.

Mr. MAXWELL: Mr. Jack Jores was a
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was not a better man sitbing in the

He was eliminated by the

Fr. MAXWELL: The hen. member can-
not put thst over me. He was not elimi-
nated by the electers. - He never contested
the Kennedy seat.

Mr. Pesst: Of course, he did.
Mr. WINSTANLEY: You do not know what
cu are talking about.

Mr. MAXWELL: One of the Opposition
members got up the other day and admitted
that Mr. Jack Jones said it was no good
him contesting the electorate on account of
the manner in which the redistribution had
been made.

The following comparison of the different
clectorates at the last election will give
some idea of Labour’s idea of represcntative

[

good man, and hon. members know it government : —
No. of Electors.
Electorate, Represented by— e s e e
; Government. Opposition.

Enoggera .. .. .- .. .. i Mr. Xerr 12,241 ..
Flinders . . .. .. .. Mr. Mullan .. 3,116
Logan .. M. 12,591 ..
Mount Morgun . 3,570
Nundah . 10,676 s
Gregory o 5,819
Teowong .. .. .. .. .. r. M: .. 0,478 .
Charters Towers .. .. .. .. | Mr. Wellington .. 4,313
Sandgste .. . ' Mr. Sizer .. - 9,409 .
Queenton .| Mr. Winstanley .. .. 4,224
Windsor . .. .. .. .. | Mr. Taylor . 9,107 i -
Burke .. .. .. .. .. Mr. A Joncs .. .. | 4,884

Totals .. .. .. .. | 63,502 1 23,731

Is that fair répresentation? Nothing of the
kind. It is time there was a redistribution
of seats; and at the same time wherever we
can save the people any money by economis-
ing we have a duty to do it.

Mr. Peasg: Why did you not do that-in
connection with Mungana ?

Mr., MAXWELL: I do not desire to get
out of order, but I would like to refer the
hon. member to the statement he made in
this House—that he desired the Government
to push on with that matter, as it was the
right thing to do. .

The Leader of the Opposition said that
at the time of the last redistribution all
seats had a fair quota on their rolls, but the
slump in the mining and pastoral industrics
had denuded many areas of population. T
have answered that. I have shown how
ridiculous his statement is. He further
said—

“Ths proposed reduction was an evi-
dence of fear on the part of the Govern-
ment becanss the report of the commis-
sion appointed would not bs available
till next February. The Government
would have absolute command of the
situation just before the next election.”

A most ridiculous statement | Hon. membors
opposite know full well that the party in
power has control of elections, How does
that statemient compare with the statement
that was made by the hon. m:mber for
Gregory, when he said that we were not

[Mr. Harweell.

game to go to the people—that we wers
afraid, and that when we did go to the
people we would be slaughtered?

The fizures I have quoted show the unfair
methods which have been adopted by their
party; yet, in the face of that, they now
say that the Government have only one
okject in view in intreducing this Bill, and
that is to provent representation of the
people by hon. members of their political
opinions; but, irrespeciive of that, we are
going to take the risk of what the people
think. I venture to think that the prople
will say that we are an honest Government.

Mr. Prase: You have kept none of your
promises to the people.

Mr. MAXWELL: We will leave that to
the people. I want to quote some remarks
from ¢ Hansard > for the benefit of the hon.
member for Rockhampton, who seemed to
wax wroth over the matter.

Mr, Duxwor: I am reaidy for you.
Mr, MAXWELL:

The hon. member has
made his specch. I wish to quote from
“ Hansard” Jor 1920, page 87, from the
speech of the bhon, member for Kast Too-
weomba—

“T move that 2ll the words after
‘that’ be omiitted, with the view of in-
serting the following words:—

¢ The motion be discharged from the
business-paper with a direction to the

Goverrment that this House is prepared
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to consider an amendment of the Con-
stitution pros viding for a reduction of
the mumber of  representatives to
fifty.”

AMr. PerLock: Is not that motion in favour
of a reduction to fifty?

WELL: The hon. member knows

it is no No one knows that better than
the hon. member for Gregory.

The Government are perfectly justified in
infroducing this measure. It will meet a
leng-felt waznt, and it is the performance
of a pledige given by our Government to the
L,(‘o’)lo one of the members supporting
this parts I congratulate the Government on
keeping another of their promises to the
peonle.

Mr., KIRWAN

(Brisbane) [4. 54J The
debets on this important measure has been
very interesting.  One of the statements
nmd by the Aztmney General as a justifica-
) for the mnocuctlon of the Bill was that
a Bill * to make provision for the haetter
cntation of the people in Parliament.”
iple to which all those who
]czm,ua.c ¢an C(ntamlx sukscribe.
s Oen"mlly spos a great
@ vears gone bv in the direc-
ng the franchiss thereby
ads niuilw to 1‘1ghts of citiz m;ship and
the privilege exercising the franchise a
groastor x»mubL\" cf voters every year.

One of the ’ait acts of the Baldwin Go-
vermment in Great Britain was the passage
of a Bill which enfranchizsed 5,000,600 addi-
tional voters, not only for the clection of
membeis of the British House of Commons
but also for local government purpos
Contrast that with one of the prinsipal
moves made by the Government opposite
last year, when they altered the basis of
securing the franchize in this important
State by lengthening the period of residence
in an elesiorate necessary for thai purpose
from one mo‘)th to three months. I can
recall the urg of hen. members opposite
when in oppesition in favour of a unifeum
rell for the Commonwealth and the S:ates;
vet onc of the first actions of the Attorney-
General, who is a responsible member of
their Cabinet, wa« in the direction of an
amendment of the Fiections Act which pre-
vented that desirable state of affairs from
being brought about. They seemed to be
moie concerned about disfranchising elect: s
and making it more difficult for peop]e in
the West, espeeially, to get on the roll than
to put into practizs one of the leading prin-
ciples in which they professed to be such

uking,
aritation dur:
tien of broad

i)

strong believers when they sat on these
benches.
The Attorsey-General pointed out the

nacessity for the introduction of a Redistri-
bution of Scat« Bill. I do not thivk any
hon. member “111 dispute the nccessity for
2 redistribution of scats. Queensland is a
State in which the population is more or less
migratory, largely berause cortain sonal
and other industries are responsible for pro-
viding a large proportion of the vork of
the electors of the State and that condi-
tions in those industries are not always uni-
formly prosperous. In 1923 snd 1924 ahout
20,000 ren were following the occupation of
mining in Queensland. A large section of
them worked in the electorate of the hLen.
member for Flinders, because the mines in
and around Cloncurry were then in full
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swing, and producing a large quantity of
metal as rices were favourable, and
that could be done at a profit. To-day that
number has been reduced to about 5,600,
that about 15,000 are now compelled to seek
employment in other industries. That Iis
cne of the reasons why the hoi. meniber for
Flinders does not now represent the large
number of electors that he represented in those
days. A similar remark applies to the hon.
member for Mount Morgan, and possibly
to the hon. member for Cook, and hon.
members like the hon. member for r‘hamers
Towers and the hon. member for Quecnion,
who represont distriets in which mining is one
of the leading industrics.

member for Cook made such an
statement that one finds it
discover the reason which
actuated him. He said quite definitely and
clearly tha$, owing to the legislstion and
administration of the Labour “Government,
affairs in North Queen:land had become
more or less stagnant. As a matter of fact,
the pregress made by North Queensland
was such that the people who lived there,
vros])ontwo of their politicy, were prepared
to admit that the Labour Government weve
1ot unmindful of the requirements of their
districts, situated as they were so far from
the scat of ffcvelnment The people in
North Quoonshnd and in the Woestern por-
tion of the State were convinced that the
Government were ceriainly not a Queen
sireet Government.

The hon.
cxtraordinary
difficult  to

I want to give a direct contradiction to
the statement by the hon. member for
Cook; and for that purpose I intend to sub-
mit the numbers on the electoral rolls for
ten Northern electorates in 1915 and again
in 1929. We shall then be able to judge
of the truth or otherwise of the statement
made by the hon. member. These are the
figures—

)1 No. of Electors on Roll.

' i

| 1e15. | 1020,

} \

i |
Caims .. Y i 8,307
ook .. .. .. 4,687
Burks . .. e ; 4,881
Bowen .. .. oo : 6,781
Chillags .. o § 4,581
Eacham . .. 7,186
Mackay .. .. .. I 7,024
Mirani .. .. ool i Z;Oll
Mundingburra : : 7,072
Townsville . : | 5,216

Totals .. ‘ | 62,619

There is an increase of 21,839. Evidently,

when the hon. member for Cook went to
school, subtraction was utilised with a view
to s}‘oxnn"r an increae is a decrease. The
statement is often given prominence in the
press, not only in “this State but through-
out Australia, that we are a much over-
governed penple. T do not subscribe to that
view. Austmha, is a vast continent with
vast spaces in which there are a number of
varying industrics and varying interests. If
the Commonwealth or the State is to be
developed, then, as was pointed out by the
hon. member for Gregory, it is only fair that
there should be parliamentary representa-
tion for the far-distant parts. The city has

Uy, Kirwan.)
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the assistance of three or four daily news-
papers, not to mention the weekly press, to
advocate its requiremcnts; but, as the hon.
member for Gregory has pomtﬂd out, there
is only one newspaper in his eiectorate—no
doubt a weekly paper. It is more difficult
for pwople in those areas to place their
views before Ministers of the Crown and
the Governmeut of the day, 1r1e<pcnt1ve of
their political views; W hereas it is quite #n
easy matter for electors in metropolitan
constituencies to have the whole of theis

grievances well ventilated in the public press
and brought under the notice of Ministers
before breakfast each day. The following
statement appeared ir: the ¢ Sydney ulle-

tin’ of 29th July, 1931, under the name
‘“ Solomon Malzprop 71—
¢ Most Australians one meets in the

street or holding forth on the platform
are preparsd to swear that our (Com-
monwealth is a sort of baby miracle in
the wayv of over-government, but that
only signifies that thkeir capacity for
ounts to genius, The
fcllowing list, which covers #ix English
epeaking countries and three others, has
some bearine on the case. The number
of Parliaments includes the Federal one

W hc1 e
R R— e
' Trhabi-
No. of o
— i Legisla- mec.a. ! Ir;?‘;‘?&er
| tures. I ture. |  ture.
I R, S ‘ e
| | 8q. miles. |
Australia .. Lo 7 425,000 | 925,000
Canada .. .. 11 319,100 | 903,100
Brazil .. ... 2L | 136 000 ‘ 489000
Maoriland o 1 3,722 1,344,46
United States U YSorro0 | 2,505, 500
Newfourndland .. | 1) 42,734 | "266,401
British Isles .. | 6 | 20271 | &133,000
Switzerland L2600 614 | 156,000
|

“ 8o our Commonwealth has the smal-
leat number of Legislatures among nine
compared with area, and the smailest
number among six compared with popu-
lation.”

At 4.45 pam.,

Mr. Fry (Kurilpa), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. Speaker
in the chair.

Mr. KIRWAN : This article would malke
it appear that the statement so freguentls
made and pubiished that Austiralia is over-
governed 1s not entirely correct when we
make comparisons with other countries.

In the course of his second reading speach,
the Attorney-General went to some pamn: to
impress on the House and the countr v 2006
ralix that the (Government were onlx
animated by one desire in introducing this

Bill, and tkat was to bring about an equit-
ahle systom of redisiribution of seats and
to provide for the full and proper repre-

sentation of the people in this Legislature.
Whether the hon. gentleman will bo able to
say that his statement has been fully justi-
fied when the redistribution actually
place is  another matter. Personall
believe that he will have considerable diffi-

culty in aitempting to square his forocast
with the actual realities. We Lknow that
right down the ages anti-Labour Govern-

ments and Tory legislators have not differed.

[Hy. Kirwan.
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They hsve at all times bitteriy opposed not
culy the extension of the franchise, but the
extension of privileges generally to the great
masses of the people. John Boyle O'Reilly,
one of the great American posts who lived
away back in 1814, wrote a short poem,
“The Tory.,” and, as his views are just as
apropos to-day as they were then, I propose
to read it—

THIL TORY.
“ Patrician, Autocrat, Tory—what—
Kver his age or name,
To the people’s rights and liberties
A traitor ever the same.

The natural crowd is 2 mob to him,
Their prayer a vulgar rhyme,
The freeman’s speech is sedition,
The patriot’s deed a crime.
Whatever the race, the law, the
Whatever the time or thxope
The Tory is always a trmtor to

Every class but his own.’

land,

We can only judge how this particular
redistribution scheme will operatﬂ by com-
paring it with a similar scheme of redistri-
bution which was made in Victoria four
vears ago. The hon. meml for Too-
wong went to some considersble pains
in an endcavour to show what the position
was regarding a number of elestorates in
this State; but he overlooked the ‘fact as
I pointed out_in my opening remarks, that
the increase in the number of electors in
some cases was due to the shifting and
growing ponulatlon Certaln electorates
reprcaentcd by hon. members opposite have
shown a tremendous increasc in population
during the last ten or twelve veurs. In the
district represented by the hon. member for
Enoggera is the growing suburb of Mitchel-
ton, which many years ago contained
one house on the crest of the hill. There
was no other house for miles around.
To-day that suburb is fast becoming a
populous one. and contains street after street
of homes, mostly workers’ dwellings and
workers” homes. As a matter of fact, as
was pointed out by the hon. member for
Flinders, 2 redistribution took place follow-

ing upon the influx of population in those
electorates.

I can do no becter than give figures show-
ing the position in Vietoria under a redis-
tribution  scheme which =asx carried out
there.  Following the exam v the
hon. member for Toowony i nots five
csantry  electorvates dnd compar posi-
tion there with five city eleet The
figures, which are taken fron the Mel
bourne © Age’? of 14th February, 1927, show

the position following a redistribution that

was carried out as a result of legislation
passed br the Allan Government:—
Metropolitan } No. of | Country No. of
Hlectoratis. | Electors.  Rlectorates. | Eleetors.
I A S
i ‘ H
Richmond } | Gippsland Hast | 7,035
St. Kilda ! 3 i Benambra | 8,017
Prahran oo Mikiura .. &750
Caulfield .. ; Swan Hill Lo 8775
Collingwood .. | W angaratta | 9,001

Iz will be scen that the people in the coun-
try have about one vote for every three
electors in the city.
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The position so far as the Legislative
Courcil of Vietoria is concerned is even more

Mr{ropolitan Electorates. No. of Electers.

Bast Yorru ..
Melbouine

Aejbouri |
Melhourne N .. .. S
Methourne South. .. .. Lo
Moibourne Wt

.1 216,419
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pronounced,
show :-—

as the following figures will

. of Electors.

| Bendizo ! 11,337
Gippsland : 17,645
Nelson | 11,855
Northern . ' 15,940
North-Fastern | 12,969
. North-Western .. .. ol 21,053
! Southern .. .. .. .. ‘ 16,844
| South-Eastern 45,630
‘ South-Western ‘ 21,931
Wellington .. ! 11,600

: Western ; 15,706

Total .. .. Lo 202,526

As a result «f the operations of that par-
ticular redistribution scheme in Victoria,
a most extaordinary position arose at the
last election, as the following figures will
disclose : —

Total electors on roll 903,000
23 Labour members were ie-
turned, representing . ... 539,000
15 Nationalist members were
returned, representing ... 234,000
10 Farmerss Union members
were returned, representing 100,000
Majority for Labour 200,000

It will be scen that, although qabom repre-
sented a majority of the electors, it was
only possible for that party to secure twenty-

1011‘0 of the sixty-five seats available. It
is all very well for hon. members opposite
to tallk about gerrymandering the elec-
orates, 1 have given a :triking illustration
of frst-class gerrsmandering under a Nation-
alist Government, aided and abetted by sup-
porters of the Farmers’ Union Party.

The AtToRNEY-GENERAL: What has that to
do with Queensland?

My, KIRWAN: The only way we can
judge as to the probable attitude of the
Quernsland Government in a matter of this
kind is to view what their colleagues have
done in similar circumstances in Victoria.
(Government dissent.) It i= no good hon.
members opposite wcting a3 Pontius Pilate
did—washino  their hardj and disclaiming
responsibility.

Mr. MsXWELL:

What ebout Lang?
ifr. KIRWAN: The hen. membar for

Toowong was very chirpr here when a para-
graph appeared in the Brisbane press stating
that the Savings Bank of New South W ales
had closed. Some hon. members sitting on
tha Governmont back benches asked the Pre-
mier had he noticed a paragraph in the
press that the Government Savings Bank of
New South Wales had closed.

Mr. MasywreLL: It was not I

Mr. KIRWAN: I did not say it was the
hon. member; but I do say that the hon.
member and a few more had a real good
laugh over the unfortunste position in New
South Walcs. DBut the chickens came home
to roost, and therc was no laugh wher the
House met cn Tuesday owing to a similar
unfortunate position in this State, when two
banks which are solvent had temporarily to
close their dooss.

I have already explained what was
in Victoria; .and I have

done
no hesitation in

saying that the present Governmenrt in this
State will do identically the same in Queens-
land, because thev are out to achieve the
same purpose. The Melbourne “ Age” of
19th March, 1927—one of the leading Nation-
alist papers of the Clommony calth—had this
to say about the redistribution scheme when
tiis new clectorates were mentioned in the
daily press—

“ Figures showing the  electoral
strength of the State constituencies as
now recast emphasise the infamy of the
Arygle Redistribution Act. ..

“The miserable part of the story is
that the cffect was not only known, but
deliberately planned, and the motive was
only too obviously politically dishonest.
All principle went down before the deter-
mination of those who had seized office
to so ‘rig’ the constituencics that they
would have a very good chance of coming
back from the clections with sufficient
numbers to claim another turn at.the
Treasury. Tverybody knows this. It is,
therefore, particularly nauseating to
hear Mr. Lawson, leader of the \atlon—
alist Party, following up his apologia in
the pohcy speech with an attempt to
convey the impression that some other
purposc beside unprincipled political self-
interest inspired the drafting of the
redistribution scheme and justified its
bludgeoning through Parliament.”

I have no hesitation in saying deliberately
and with a full 1er0frmt10n of my respon-
sibilities as a member of this House thab
what the Nationalist Government did in
Victoria the Queenszland Government will do
hiere, if they do not do something worse.
The following extract from an article
written by a barrister appeared in the Mel-
hourne “ Age” of 24th January, 1927 —
“The fusion seeks to substitute for
majority rule and an honest electoral
law a degraded form of government, con-
sisting of a cabal dominated, not by
honest convictions or sound p11nc1ples
but by intrigue and the silent operation
of money banb

AMr. Keepr: That does not fit.

Mr. KIRWAN: I have taken an interest
in the politics of my native State ever since
1488 ; and I know something of the methods
adopted following on the appearance in this
Chamber of the first batch of Labour mem-
bers in 1893. The numbers gradually in-
creased until 1915, when Labour assumed the
government of the country.

“Ur. Kirwan.]
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I can well remember a circular being
issued by a gentleman named Robert
Bulcock, who was the secretary of the
“ Political Ass,” as it was then called at that
time—the political association of which,
strange to say, the Premier of the day, the
late Sir Hugh Nelson, was the president.
This gentleman had the brazen effrontery to
issue & circular to every electoral regisirar
and to every justice of the peace in the State
whose names he could secure giving them
diﬁutions as to how they should prepare the
rolls.

Mr. Kerr: We are past those days.

Mr. KIRWAN: We are past those day:.
becauss Labour Governments have purified
Queensland politics.  (Government laughter.)
The hon. member and his party recently
attempted in a certain action to fix certain
disereditable work on to the shoulders of
two ex-Premiers of this State, but the * four
just men” on whom the onus was cast
acquitted them, notwithstanding that we
heard about ¢ irresistible inferences” d
““the hand that came out of the shadow

The Attornev-General in his address ves-
terday afternoon saw fit to make an attack
on the hon. member for ¥Flinders, who was
Attorneyv-General in the laie Labour Admin-
istration, by making certain references to a
regulaticn which swas brought into opcration
prior to the last clection. That particular
regulation was certainly issued, Although
the Attorney-General read the regulation, I
am going to read it again, and I want to
read something clse in connection with it.

The ATToRxEY-GENERAL: I suppose you
remember the day it was passed?

My, KIRWAN: Yes, I do; and, although
the hon. gentlemen did not say anything
about it, I know a great deal in conncction
with that matter. I am quoting from the
C Quecnstand Governwment Gazette,”” of 10th
May, 1829, p. 1205. The regulation reads—

“B1 (@) For the purposs#s of scction 69
of the said Act, if any elector iz unable
to read or is blind he may sign the

cscigent  upon  the enveiope as
required by subscetion 2 of the said sec-
tion by making his mark thereto in the
presonce of the presiding officer, and if
they desive to be present in the presence
and sight of the poll clerk, candidates,
and scrutinecers, and the presiding officer
shall upon such endorsement ceriifs that
the questions and answers so endorsed
on the envelope were previously read
over and explained to such clector pre-
viously to his so making his mark, and
that such elector understood the nature
and contents thereof.

“(b) For the purposes of subsections 6
and 7 of scction 69 aforesaid, the presid-
ing officer may record the vote of any
elector referred to in the last preceding
paragraph by writing for such clector in
the presence of the persons specified in
the aforesaid paragraph hereof, the name
of the candidate, or (in the case of a
contingent vote) the candidates for whom
such elector desires to vote.

“ (¢) For all the purposes of section 6
aforesaid, the mark so made by any such
elector as hereinbefore specified shall be
his signature.”

What is wrong with that regulation? What
is all this attempt to create an atmosphere?

[Mr. Kirwen.
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Then the hon. gentleman, after reading the
regulation, went on and said something about
the peeuliar coincidence which had occurred.
Then he read out the absent votes for the
Brishane electorate, but did not read out the
absent votes for any other electorate. The
only suggestion made by the hon. gentleman
was that I owe my seat in this I{ouse to the
passage of that regulation.

The ArrorvEY-GENERAL: To the absent
votes.
Mr. KIRWAN: If the hon. gentieman

says that it is due to that regulation that I
owe my seat in this House, I feel like saying
something that might bring me into conflict
with the Chair.

The Atrorynv-GENERAL: Before you do
that, tell us why vou passed the regulation
just on the cve of the election.

My, KIRWAN: The policy of the Labour
Party has always been to endeavour to make
the opportunitics for people to record their
votes as easy as possible. That is in marked
contrast to the policr of hon. members oppo-
site, who make it as difficult as possible. If
the resulation issued by the late Attorney-
(teneral was such an infamous regulation,
why did the hon. gentleman not repeal it?

The ArrorNey-Geveran: I did.

Mr. KIRBWAN: When? The hon. gentle-
man does not know the date.

The ATTORNEY-GENER:AL: I
bhefore the first by-clection.

Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. gontleman nc
doubt repealed it quite receuntly. That pax-
ticular regulation was recommended by the
officers who administered the Act. Any
Minister on the front bench who is prepared
to tell the truth will admit that, if any of
his officers suggest to the Minister the neces-
«ity for certain regulations under the Elec-
tions Act or any other Act, and those regula-
tions do not involve anv guesticn of Govern-
ment policy, bub are simply requived for the
smoother working of the Act in question,
generally speaking, the Minister agrees to
them without taking them to Cabinet. If,
on the other hand, ther involve a question
of policy, the Minister concerned would feel
it incumbent upon him to take them fo
Cabinet, explain them to his colleagues, and
point out where he thought they conflicted
with the policy of the Government or pre-
vented it from being effectively carried out.

repealed 1t

The ArrorvEY-GENERAL: Would vou call a
special Cabinet meeting before the elections
just for that?

Mr. KIRWAN: No, 1 did not say that.
The hon. gentleman knows the Cabinet meet-
ing at which that regulation was dealt with;
and he ought to know that Cahinet meetings
arc held on Tuesdays, and Executive Council
meetings are held on Thursdays or Fridays.
and that a regulation cannot be published
until it receives the signature of the Go-
vernor, 1 want to point out also that the
principle involved in that regulation, to
which the hon. gentleman has taken such
strong exception, has been in operation in
the Federal arena for a number of years;
and the Bruce-Page Government did not
find that any terrible results accrued from it.
The instructions to presiding officers issued
by the Commonwealth of Australia under the



EBlectoral Districts Bill.

Commonwealth Electoral Aect contains this
provision—
¢ ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN FELECTORS VOTING

48 (a) ABSENT VoTErRs OR (b) SscrIoN

914, 121 or 121a VOTERS.

“ 43, (1) If any voter, being an absent
voter or a $Sectlon 9le, 121, or 12la
voter, satisfies the presiding officer that
his sight is so impaired or that he is
so physically incapacitated that he is
unable to wvote without assistance, the
presiding officer shall take the following
action :-—

(@) Fill in the form of declaration
with the required particulars as
requested by such voter:

(6) Read over to the voter the form
of declaration;

(¢) Require the wvotfer
form of declaration—

(i.) In his own hendwriting, if he ix
able to do so; or

(ii.) With his mark, as his personal
signature, if he is unable to sign his
name in his own handwriting ;

(@) Cause the signaturc of the voter,
if made by means of a mark, to he
witnessed by a scrutineer preseat, or,
if no scrutinecr be present, by the
poll clerk ov the person appointed by
the voter;

_{e) Complete and attest the declara-

tion ;

(f) Permit a person appointed by the
voter to enter an unoccupied compart-
ment of the booth with the voter, and
to mark and fold the ballot-paper or
ballot-papers (as the case requires)
for the voter;

(y) Enclose the hallot-paper or
hallot-papers in the envelope bhearing
the voter's declaration and duly
addressed in accordance with the direc-
tions thercon;

(h) Securcly fasten the envelope and
deposit it in the ballot-box. (See Regu-
lation 50.)

“(2) If any voter to whom paragraph
(1) of this mstruction applies fails to
appeoint a person pursuant to that pars-
graph or if any voter who claims to
vote as an alwent voter satisfics the
presiding officer that he is so illiterate
that he 1s unable to vote without assist-
ance. the presiding officer shall take the
action indicated in sub-raragraphs (@}
to (¢) inclusive of that paragraph and
shall, in the presence of such scrutineers
as may be present, or if therc he mno
serutineers present, then-——

(i.) In the presence of the poll clerk,
or

(ii.) If the voter so desires, in the
presence of a person appointzd by such
voter, instead of the poll clerk,

(@) Mark and fold the ballot-paper
or ballot-papers (as the case requires)
for the voter;

(0) Enclose the ballot-paper or
ballot-papers in the envelope bearing
the absent voter’s declaration; and

(¢) Securely fasten the envelope
and deposit 1t in the ballot-box. (See
Regulation 50 (2).) 7

That regulation is in operation in the Com-
monwealth sphere, and no doubt was seen
either by an officer of the State Electoral

to sign the

[9 SEPTEMBER.]

Electoral Distyicts Bill. 719

Office or the Department of Justice. T can-
not remember at the present time whether
the regulation was suggested by Mr. Cole,
the Chief Electoral Officer, or by Mr. Clarter,
Under Secretary, Department of Justice, as
a result of their experience in conducting
elections; but I do recollect that the regu-
lation was brought under my notice, and it
was pointed out that a similar regulation
which had bscn in operation in the Com-
monwealth sphere for a considerable number
of years had conduced very largely to the
smooth working of the law by granting
facilities to unfortunate pecple suffering
from disabilities, enabling them to record
their votes. A similar regulation has now
been repealed by this Government. They
are out to make it as difficult as possible
for people to record their votes, particalarly
blind and illiterate people; and the Attorney-
(General glories in the fret that his Govern-
ntent are respensible for repealing & regu-
lation framed for the specific purpose of
granting the-e facilities.

The Arroryey-(GENFRAL: I have asked you
for an explanation which you have not yet
given.

Mr. KIRWAN: I have given a sufficient
explanation to satisfy people who arve
interested in an explanation.

The  Arroryey-Cexepsn: All that I can
say is, tha! I do not believe your explana-
tlon,

At 511 p.m.,

Myr. Speaxer resumed the chair.

Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. gentleman can
say what he likes. The Federal regulation
permits an elector fo nominate some people
to record a vote for him. If a person suffers
from impaired cvesight there 1s nothing to
prevent him frow nominating some relative
or friend to go into the polling booth with
him, teke the ballot-paper from the presid-
ing officer, go to the receptacle provided,
and rscord the vote in acsordance with the
wishes of the elector. That is not permitted
under the regulations in operztion in this
State. I mention that because it demon-
strutes that the contention of the Attorney-
(icneral is quite wrong. He sought to con-
voy the impression that something highly
tmproper had been done with a view to
favouring me as against my opponent in
the Brisbane clection, He endeavoured to
suggest that the regulation referred to was
responsible for my return to this Parlia-
ment. I expect no quarter from the hon.
gentloman, his Government, or his party;
and I never get any. I have always fought
a fair and clean fight in every DBrisbane
contest, and will do so on the next occasion.
At any rate, T have never been associated
with a party or a Government that endea-
voured to get to the Treasury benches by
bribery and corruption.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
gentleman to withdraw that expression; it
1s quite unparliamentary.

Mr. KIRWAN : In deference to you, Mr.
Speaker, I withdraw.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) [5.15]: There can
be no disagreement on one point, and that is
that an amendment of the HKlectoral Districts
Act of 1922 is very much required. When
we have electorates containing 3,000 electors,
and other electorates containing 12,000 elec-

Mr. Swayne.]
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tors and over on the voll, it must be appar-
ent’ that the anomaly is so great that it is
time a inore equitable distribution of voting
power was brought about. That is what
this Bill seeks to do.

Therc has been such a continual stream
of c’qaxhbs of malpractice, invective, and so
on from hon. members onpos}te that 1 pro-
posec to examine them in detail. The dis-
parity at present between clectorates repre-
sented by hon. members opposite, who have
a disproportionately small number of elec-
tors in their electorates, and slectorates repre-
sented by hon. members on this side has
been allowed to remain year after year in
total opposition to the principles of the Act
and the principles of democracy. It has
been said that the present anomalous con-
ditions are in the main due to the decline in
the mining industry, and that at the time the
Act was passed, in 1922, they were not appar-
ent. That statement made by the Leader
of the Opposition is perfectly untrue. I
have figures showing the number of electors
in the various electorates in 1921, just prior
to the last redistribution. I have che figures
of three farming eclectorates which were
abolished under that Act on the ground that
they did not possess the number of voters to
entitle them to scparate representation in
Parliament, and I have also the figures of
the enrolments in three electorates represented
by hon. members opposite showing that they
were wmaller than the three farming elec-
torates that were abolizhed; yct the latter
are represented in Parliament to- day on the
other side. At the lime of the redistribu-
tion in 1922 I find that the total rumber of
electors envolled for the three farming con-
stituencies abolished were—

Drayton 4,502
Musgrave 3,786
Pittsworth 4170

Knowing the regard hon. me'nbels have for
the farmers, it is not to be wondered that
these clectorates werce abolished, and that
the farmers resident therein were deprived
of separate parvaliamentary representation.
Regarding the three scats represented by
hon. members opposite which were not inter-
fered with, I find that their voting strength
was—

Burke . 2,063
Chillagoc 2,063
Queenton 3,204

Vhat is the use of hon members opposite
tallking of justice and fairplay when they
were guilty of such a glaring example of
maladministration as that? Two of the
farming seats I have auoted contained more
than twice the number of electors in two
of the mining seats represented by hon.
members opposite. and which were retained.
The position in England prior to the intro-
duction of the Reform Bill of 1832 was not
worse than that. It will be scen that hon.
members opposite deprived the primary pro-
ducer of representation in this Parliament,
and yet retained pocket boroughs for them-
selves.

This measure seeks to bring about the
equitable representation of the people in
Pyrliament. It seeks to affirm the principle
that the quota of electors for citr electorates
should be higher than the quota for country
electorates because of the large areas com-
prised in country electorates. The hon. mem-
ber for Brisbane and other hon. members on
the other side have spoken in favour of that

[Mr. Swayne.
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principle; therefore, although they took these
seats away from the farmers, in theory they
admit that it is desirable that a margin
should be =zllowed to country electorates.
When hon. members opposite had the oppor-
tunity to apply that margin to the country
electorates they did not do so, but applied
it rather to the city electorates. That shows
clearly that their theories are not in any
way 1n accord with their practice.

Had there been an equitsble distribution
of voting power in past clections, the Labour
Party would not have besn returned as the
Government of the day; but would have
been consigned to the Opposition benches
much sooner than they actually were. Elee-
tion after election they represented a
minority of the electors in this State; but
they still became the Covernment because
of their gerrymandering the electorates.
Even that action, however, did not prevent
their defeat at the last election. They are
now out of office, and are likely to remain
in that position for many years to come.

Figures have already been quoted showing
the true test of the opinion of the Queensland
clectors, and it is hardly necessary for me to
repeat them. I do, however, desire to refer
to the question of the residential qualification
for enrolment purposes. Undoubtedly there
has been duplicate and triplicate voting in
the past. For instance, in 1920 there were
more voters on the State rolls than there
were adults in the State. A comparison of
the following figurcs showing the number of
voters on the State and Commonwealth rolls
for the year 1926 will be illuminating to
those hon. members who have any doubt “that
irregular voting took place—

Number on State electoral

rolls . .. 484,000
Number on  Comimonwealth
electoral rolls ... 449,000
Iixcess on State electoral
rolls 35,000

When e ﬁnd that under the legisiation of
the Labour Government there were more
voters enrolled than therc were adults in the
State, the only inference to draw is that
double voting occurred in some instances.
All that this Bill will do is to ensure tho
franchise to thoss who are entitled to it.

It is surcly not too much to say that a
three months’ residential quahﬁcauon is fair.
At any rate, it obviates the injustice which
oceurred in the past, when, just before poll-
ing day, voters were rus hed to certain clec-
torates in order to avert what otherwise
would have been a defest for followers of
the Labour Party. The intention of the
present Gov elnment is that Iho hard-working
thuft§ people in a district shall net be swept
out of existence by ans wave of nomadic
voters brought tempc LLl“llV to a district. We
have had instances where navvies have been
sent into electorates just before an election
when there was absolutely no work for them
to do nor even shovels to work with. Again,
in the sugar districts people have come to
veork on the wharves and in the canefields
a few days before an election, and they have
been put on the roll for the district.” That
sort of thing is not right; and any measure
that will pwvont that kind of thing in the
future should have the support of every right-
thinking man and woman.

Various charges have been made by hon.
members opposite in regard to the intention
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of the Government; but, if honourable mem-
bers opposite abuse their opponents for
some particnlar misdemeanour, it can be
taken almost as an axiom that they them-
szlves are guilty of that misdemeanour.
They abuse the other fellow for doing some-
thing that they do themselves. Anyone
who has studied politics will realise that that
has been the case in this instance. I do not
intend to speak at any length, as the subject
has beon well thrashed out; but I wanted
to deal with the figures in regard to country
electorates which have been wiped out,
becausec I do not think they have been
referred to before. The figures I have
quoted give a glaring exposure of the real
attitude of the party opposite towards the
farming electorates. They wiped out farm-
ing electorates containing double the number
of electors on the rolls of seats which they
retained for themselves.

On several occasions the expenditure of
loan money has been used for electioneering
purposes. The total appropriation of loan
money for the vyear 1925-26 was £5,579,557.
For the firsi eight months of the year the
amount expended was £2,712,436, while in
the following four months—duwring which
time the elections took place—the expendi-
ture was £2,867,121. During 1923 the expen-
diture from loan funds was as follows:—

£
Quarter ending 30th September,
1922 ... 677,066
Quorter ending 3lst December,
1922 878,821

Quarter endﬁlg '3‘1St ’ .;\Ia‘rc‘ﬁ,
1923 ... 826,265
Quarter ending 3Cth June, 1923 1,319,597

It was during the last quarter of the year
that a general election took place. Then it
is well known that in the year 1923 the
Willowburn works were started in Too-
woomba just prior to the election and closed
down after the election. It was kept closed
down until the next election came on, when
it was again restarted.

In view of the various happenings to which
I have drawn attention it ill becomes hon.
members opposite to state that it is the
intention of the Government to do an
improper thing in regard to this legislation.
The hon. member for Brisbane went back
thirty-five years to find something that he
thought might reflect in some way upon hon.
members on this side of the House. When
he had to go back to that remote period for
a concrete case we can rest assured that our
conduct in this respect has been most exem-
plary.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) [5.30]: A
very interesting diszcussion has taken place on
this question. Hon. members opposite have
specifically dealt with one aspect of the
matter, and have lashed themseclves into a
fury over the figures with regard to the
number of electors in three or four metro-
politan constituencies in comparison with
sorne of the remote country electorates in
which the numbers are small. 1f the position
with regard to those country electorates was
as bad as represented, and city electorates
had suffered in consequence, there might
have been something in the argument of hon.
members opposite; but the figures show that
the latter electorates are more advantage-
ously dealt with than far-away electorates
which have been mentioned. Frerybody
knows that the metropolitan clectoratss have
their interests looked after by the City Coun-
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cil, progress, ratepavers’, and taxpayers
associations, and many other organisations
and institutions, which are all practically
within ten minutes of the Government offices.
The people in these electorates can wait upon
the authorities and place their grievances
before them, whereas people in the outside
districts are utterly without all these oppor-
tunities, I say without hesitation that the
metropolitan electorates have a great advan-
tage over the country electorates in many
ways.

Apgain, the numbers on the State rolls com-
pared with the numbers on the Federal rolls
have been quoted by hon. members oppo-
site, and statements have been made about
the coxcess numbers on the State rolls. The
point is that we on this side have been
charged with manipulation of the State
rolls while we were in power owing to the
excess numbers thercon and with doing some-
thing wrong. The present Government have
been in power for two years; and, if they
had done everything right, the numbers on
the Federal and State rolls would corre-
spond; but we know that that is not the
case, and there is an excess number of
names on the State roll, in spite of the
thousands of people they have taken off.
Everyone who knows anything at all about
the matter knows quite well that the Federal
authorities have always struck off the name
of an elector when he has left not merely
the electorate but the divison in which he
has lived. Consequently, there is always a
large number of names in course of tran-
sition from one subdivision to another, as
well as from one electorate to another in
connection with the Federal roll. As a con-
sequence there are always a lot of names
which do not appear on the roll. Yet, if
an official roll was published quarterly
instead of at a general election those names
would be there. All the talk about the
discrepancy between the numbers of electors
in country as compared with city electorates,
or as between Commonwealth rolls and
State rolls, amounts to nothing when we
investigate the matter.

It appears to me that thers are three out-
standing principles in this Bill—reduction,
redistribution, and retribution. The remarks
of the hon. member for Toombul in connec-
tion -with the Bill led one to that conclusion.

I listened to the Attorney-General’s
speech; and I am not sure whether it can
be more aptly described as an explanation,
an apology, or a defence of what the
Government are doing. But, whatever it
may be termed, I do not think the hon.
gentleman was able to convince even him-
self, much less anybody on this side of the
House, that the Government in introducing
it, and especially in introducing it just
before the elections, were actuated by dis-
interested motives, or mptives as pure as
those which they would try to suggest they
really possess. The real reasons set forth
for the introduction of the Bill were not
the correct reasons. Put this alongside the
Elections Act—and we know what can be
done under the HElections Act—and it seems
to me that the real reason for the passage
of the Bill is to provide cities of refuge for
members of the Government Partr to pro-
tect themn from the wrath that thev know
is going to come, They are trying to make
their position as secure as they possibly
can under very difficult circumstances.

Mr, Winstanley.]
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I do not know whether the title of the
Bill is intended as a piece of delicate irony;
but it is so beyond question, for we
are told that it is a Bill, amongst other
things, for * the better representation of the
people of Queensland in Parliament.”” One
cannot help smiling at that. It is often
said that one cannot tell a sausage by its
skin, Certainly one cannot judge this Bill
by its title, because, ‘when one comes to
dissect it, and when one has listened to the
speeches made in support of i, one can
come to only onc conclusion, and that is
that the intentions of the Government and
the cffects of the Bill arc in quite a different
direction from what one would gather from
the title.

On the question of the representation of
the cily as against that of the country, it
has practically always been admitted that
country elsctorates should not be expected
to contain as many voters as city elector-
ates, That principle was conceded in the first
Electoral Districts Act and in the second
Elestoral Districts Act, and, the principle
having heen admitted, the only question 1is
how far that principle should go. My con-
tention is that in this Bill it does mot go
far enough. I think that a margin of 20
per cent. above or below the quota is not
sufficient. If it had been 25 per cent. or
even 30 per cent., it would not have been
teo much.  If electorates far removed from
the cantre of goversment were permitted a
margin of 30 per cert. helow the quota, I
do not think anrybody would have suffered.

All the figures that have been quoted and
all the points that have been made by hon.
nmombers opposite have been quoted or made
upon circumstances which ruled immediately
preceding a redistribution. After ths redis-
tribution of 1910 the numbers were fairly
equitable; and after the redistribution of
1922 thev were fairly equitable aleo:; but,
after years have elapsed, especially in
country districts where industries fluctuate
and workers migrate, it is almost impos-ible,
without a redistribvtion every year—which
would be too costly and inconvenient—to
keer the numbers cquitable. My contention
is that nobodr is suffering very much. As
a matter of fact, this Bill is doing what the
present Government have very often done—
that is, professing to give something with
one hand and the next moment snatching it
back with the other. For instance, country
electorates are supposed to be allowed
smaller enrolments than town electorates;
vet electorates within the boundaries of
which there is a city or part of a city must
have a larger number than the permissible
minimum or than they otherwise would
require. - Take Charters Towers. When
Charters Towers was proclaimed a city, it
was worthy of the name. It was the second
city in the State, and had a populaticn of
between 25,000 and 26,000. A¢ the present
time its population is far below that; and
the electorate which includes Charters
Towers is to be penalised by reason of that
fact. Although it is a city within the mean-
ing of the Local Authorities Act, it is really
a country town: and my contention is that
it should not suffer on that account.

I have already pointed out that country
constituents have only one representative at
the seat of government, and that is their
parliamentary representative. He is the
only connecting link between the constituency
and Parliament, and is the only connecting
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link in many other directions. A member
representing a constituency 1,000 to 1,200
miles from Brishane has quite a lot of things
to do besides representing his coustituency
in this House or at the departmental offices.
His represcntations are often of a commer-
cial and industrial character, and vometimes
of a domestic nature. He does quite a lot of
things thuat he is really under no chligation
to perform, because his people kuow that
he is willing 1o do anything he can for them.
He gets quite a lot of things to do that have
practically nothing to do with his political
duties. The hon. member for Gympis
admitted that his time was fairly well occu-
pied, and I can well believe it. Any mem-
ber who does his duty and does his best in
the interests of his constituency will find his
time fully oceupied. The hon. member for
Gympie stated that two or three davs a week
of his time were taken up in visiting Go-
vernment departments; but the hon. mem-
ber for Toombul took the opposite view, He
stgted that State members had less work to
do since federation than they had previously.
He speaks for himself; and I am sure that
is not the experience of quite a number of
members. In fact, they have had more to
do since federation, rather than less. Hon.
members on this side know that they have
to attend to such matters as old-age pen-
sions, maternity bonuses, and other things
connected with Federal departmentz. Very
often they have more work to do in con-
nection with Federal departments than State
departments. It does scem to mwe thet mem-
bers have quite enough to do if they do their
duty properly. 1 should like to quote an
extract to show that things have not changed
vers much in some directions frem condi-
tions that existed long vears ago. A member
of the British Fouse of Commons wrote to
his constituents in connection with his repre-
sentations on their behalf. T supjpose they
had found fault with him for some reascn or
another, and this 1s what he said in reply to
them : —

“1 canvassed you through wvonr affairs
and not your persons. I was not only
your representative as a body. I was the
agent, the sclicitor of individuals. I
ran about wherever your affairs called
me; and, in acting for you, I often
appeared rather as a shipbroker than as
a member of Parliament. There was
nothing too laborious or too low for me
to undertake. In this case where the
theory is not consistent with the practice,
I prefer the praciice to the theory.”

That was the experiencs of Edmund Burke,
and it is a fairly good example to follow.
The work of a member of Parliament in
many directions is much more onerous to-
dav than it was in those times.

This Bill has been introduced not only to
provide for a reduction of members and a
redistribution of wzeats but for retribution.
The hon. member for Toombul rendered
very good service by being so frank as to
say that we were going to be punished for
our sins. What those sins are probably he
knows or imagines that he knows better
than we do. I want to remind him that i}
is a risky thing to practise retribution, and
that it is a greater authority than he
who says. ““ Vengeance is mine. I will
repav.”” Retribution may follow this action
of the Government. They may think they
are doing the correct thing, but they will
probably find that they are doing the wrong
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thing. Some people are hoist with their own
petard.

The hon. member for Nundah interjected
during this debate that this party had one
redistribution in fifteen years; but his party
had one redistribution in fifty zears. I[
numbers were anything to go by, then th
pesition when the hon. members opposite
made their redistribution called for such
action; but nobody grumbled very much,
and no one suffered very much. It has also
been stated this afternoon that under the
redistribution made in 1922 somne seats were
cut out; and that fact was held up as being
some diabolical thing that any Government
should be ashamed of. The hon. member
who made that stotement forgot that under
the redistribution scheme of his Government
seats—namely, Crovdon, Carpentaria,
Clermont. and Bulloo—all held by Labour,
wore abolished. Not only were those seats
abolished, but eleven constituencies pre-
viously returned two members were <o
redistributed that the return of at
least one Government member was made
possible.  That was considered quite the
correct thing to be done at that time; but,
when some othn" Government does s“motﬂmg
much less than that, it is held up as a vice.
The Attornecy-General and the hon. member
for Toowong said that under the redistribu-
tion scheme of 1922 Mr. John Jones’s scat
was annihilated. What happened was that
the electorates of Kennedy and Queenton
were amalgamaind, and made ows scat.

Cortainly some additions were made at the
we stern and southern ends of the clectorata.
Mr. Jones thought the seat was his, and that
he had a right to it. The hon. member for
Toowong denied that Jir. Jones was a
candidats at the next clection. Mr. Jones
wis & candidate, as he was my opponent;
but, whew the numbers went up, I had a
majority of 280 wvotes. If ansbody got a
fair opportunity to run for his own <eat it
wss Mr., Jones. The only way that Mr.
Jones suffered by the vedistribution was that
he could not win his scat. He had nothing
to be dissatisficd with in the redistribution,
and certainly this party had nothing to be
ashamed of.

Onz of the reasons advanced in connection
with the reduction of members is on the
score of economy. These are times when
people must practise cconomy. There would
be something in the argument if the Govern-
ment made the economy real, and if tho
economy thev were making was worth while.
The question has been asked repeatedly, but
up to the present it has not been answered,
why stop at a reduction of ten? Why not
make it twenty? If the Government agreed
to reduce the representation in this House
by twenty, their action would have some
appearance of economy, and there would
be some saving in comparison with ten mem-
bers. The sxmplc reason for their not doing
s 1z that by making a reduction of ten
members the Labour Party will be called
upon to make the biggest sacrifice. If the
Government made a reduction of twenty,
they would be compelled to make some
sacrifice themselves. It is astonishing how
sacrificial some people are when others
have to  bear the sacrifice; but it
commonly happens that those who bring
about such a sacrifice suffer afterwards
themselves Many people wonder what
the pubhc are thinking at the present time.
I am satisfied that, if public opinion could
be consulted in connecction with this Par-
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Hament and quite a number of similar
institutions they would be wiped out

dltogetngr. Evidently the Government think
50, because they intend mtablishiug another
place for the express purpose of thwarting
the express will of the people through their
reprosentatives in this Chamber. The Go-
vernment do not propose to allow public
opinion to exercise any influence on the
matter. We know from practical experience
that sometimes people arc carricd away by
their feelings for which they are sorry
afterwards.  We had proof of that only a
few days ago in Brisbane. Public opinion
changes rapidly. The fact i» that public
opinion is quite different to-day from what
it was a year or two ago. TPeople who were
prepared to shout “ Hosannah! Hosannah!”
when the present Government woere refurned
to office arc pwpkned to-day to cry aloud
“ Crucify them! Crucify thom !

This Bill, in common with most of the
legislation mt]odu(*ed this session, is in the
nature of pamc legislation, showing the fear
complex which is animating the Government,
who are doing things to- dav which in years
to come they will regard as purely idiotic.
Of course, the aim of the Government is fo
ensurs their return at the next election;
but they would do well to bear in mind that,
notwithstanding all the precautions they
may teke, they may find themselves at the
next election in the cold shades of Opposi-
tion.

Mr. COOPER (Bremsr) [5.53]: I would
not have said anything on this measure had
it not been for some of the speeches made
by Government members this afternoon.

Mr., H. M. RUsSELL: Aren’t vou satisfied?

Mr. COOPER: I have nothing to be satis-
fied with in the case put forward in support
of the passage of thiz Bill. The speeches
of hon., members who have spoken from the
Government gide have been a long recital
of alleged iils and woes from which they
have suffered in the past. They have talked
about redistribution as if it were something
this party did npot believe in. There is no
dispute so far as we an this side are con-
cerned about a measure of redistribution
of the scats in Queensland. There is, how-
ever, a decided dispute as to how that
redistribution should be made.

The Bill we are now considering repeals
an Aot which has been on the statute-book
for many years. That Act provides there
shall ke, as nearly as possible, a quota of
electors, and it also makes an allowance
for 20 per cent. above and below for a par-
ticular purpose. That purpose is to allow
the gentleman in charge of redistributing
the seats an opportunity of observing certain
facts, such as community of interests, and
matters of that kind. The Bill now under
discussion preserves that 20 per cent.; but
it goes much beyond that. We on thls side
recogmqe that 20 per cent. is a fair margm
to give country constituencies a lesser voting
strength than const1tuenc1es near the seat
of Government. Thab is recognised as mak-
ing for fairness and equity that is not other-
wise obtainable. This Bill, while preserving
that 20 per cent., goes much farther. It
destroys that equality in representation of
which we heve been so proud. It is pro-
vided that electorates within the cities shall
have at least a voting strength of 8,000; that
censtituencies partly within cities shall have
a voting strength of at least 7,000, and that

Mr. Cooper.]
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constituencies outside cities shall have a
voting strength of at least 6,400. The pro-
vision of 20 per cent. that was allowed above
the quota or below the quota operated
generally in allowing boundaries to be fixed
to preserve community of interests, and also
operated in the direction of giving country
constituencies a lesser number of voters than
city constituencies. The percentage ranged
on an average of about 10 per cent. either
way, showing that the 20 per cent. allow-
ance was probably fully wutilised in many
instances. The objection to the inequality
in this Bill is that it definitely prescribes
a higher percentage in c¢ity electorates and a
lesser percentage in others. That is the
main objection that I, at any rate, have to
the measure. Tt gets away legislatively from
the equality of representation; and equality
of representation is something about which
there have been bitter struggles in the past,
and about which much has been written.

I suppose some of the most interesting
chapters of TFnglish history are those con-
taining the history of the fight of the people
of England for equal representation in the
Legislature. Legislation is mostly a history
of attempts to restore justice. Something
that may have been considered justice ten
vears ago by a tendency towards injustice
becomes injustice to-day, and that is why, in
the main, legislative Acts are amended to
restore justice. The tendency is towards
inequality in electorates. A population which
is shifting because of the rise of various
industries and the dying of other industries
tends to a great inequality of representation,
and the reason for a redistribution is to
restore that equality, and this Bill, in depart-
ing from that desire to restore equality, fails,
and fails in a very bad direction because it
legislatively fixes an inequality against which
there has been a strenuous fight for manv
generations. This equality about which I
speak is considered by many people to be a
chimera, and could never be reduced to
practice, The tendency to inequality is
mevitable, and if the tendency to inequality
is inevitable should it not follow that we
should try our best to remedy it? If it is
the czse that the force of circumstances tends
to destroy equality, then the object of legis-
lation must always be to maintain it.

A GoverxMeENT MeuBER: What do you
suggest ?

Mr. COOPER: I suggest that the quota
which was in the old Act should be retained,
and that the inequality in this measure fixing
a quota much lower in some electorates and
much higher in other electorates should be
eliminated, and that it should be left to the
commissioners who will make the redistribu-
tion to make allowance for fair represcnta-
tion in the different constituenciex, as has
been dons in the past. The chief burden of
the song on the part of the Government in
the past was that there was great inequality
in the electorates. By this measure they are
making that inequality a legislative act.
They are providing, not for an inequality
that ocrurs occasionally, but for a definite
inequality fixed by legislation. The very
thing they have been complaining about thex
are now fixing by this Bill. Government
should he for the benefit of the whole nation
—the whole State. If T remember rightly,
the ancient boroughs of England were, per-
haps, the most glaring example of corruption
that English history discloses, and it was
because the government of the boroughs was
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not for the bencfit of the whole of the people
in the borough but for the benefit of the few.
In so far «s this Bill tends to restrict the
people in the matter of their choice of repre-
sentatives, in so far as this Bill tends to
make for inequality, then so far is it tending
towards cvil, and no legislation can be good
or just that has anything in the nature of
evil for its basis.

In considering the question of government
it is just as well to consider what consti-
tutes a nation. It is certainly not land.
This land of Australia was in existence 200
years ago; yet there was no nation. The
American continents were in existence 500
or 600 years ago; but there was no nation
there. It is certainly not land which con-
stitutes a nation, nor is it area, for there
is a vast area in the interior of Australia
that has not as much natiorhood about it
as has tbe small island of Tasmania. There
is a vast territory in British North America
—British Columbia——that has not one-fiftieth
of the nationality of the British Isles, so
that neither land nor area constitutes a
nation. Nor does sordid wealth constitute
a nation. There is sordid wealth in India,
and there is wealth in the terrvitory of the
Indian princes which would pay off Aus-
tralia’s national debt without the money
being missed in those States; but certainly
India is nothing like the nation that Australia
is. The British people do not give India the
same standard of nationhood that they gave
Australia; so that it is not area, land, or
sordid wealth, but it is men and women that
make a nation—nothing else but men and
women.

Then we can go a little further, and say
that it is the enlightenment of the men
and women in a country that makes for a
great nation. China has its teeming hordes
many times greater than the population of
Iingland: y#. China is nothing like the
nation that England is. As a matter of fact,
despite its comparatively small population,
iingland stands in the forefront of nations
because she has loved freedom, and because
she has stood for frecdom. All her great
writers and poets have emphasised the fact
that Hngland stands foremost and always
for freedom, and Tennyson in his simplicity
puts the case splendidly in these lines—

There is no land like England,
Whate’er the time of day be,

There are no hearts like Knglish hearts,
Such hearts of oak as they be.

There are no men like Englishmen,
So tall and bold as they be;

And these will strike for England,
And man and maid be free,

To foil and spoil the tyrant
Beneath the greenwood tree.

Mr, MaxwerL: Read that to the
moember for Warrego.

Mr. COOPER: The hon. member for
Warrego is a much greater admirer of free-
dom and liberty than the hon. member for
Toowong.

Mr. MaxwelL: You are no judge.

Mr. COOPFER: Although the hon. msm-
her for Warrego may have his opinions about
the qualifications of people from a certain
country, his judgment is probably warped
by coming too much in contact with men of
the stamyp of the hon. member for Toowong,
who do not give that just appreciation of
what an Englishman is. The great defect

hon.
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of this Bill is that it gets away from equality
and justice. It tends to confirm something
that the Nationalist Party has always been
preaching, that is, that there is antagonism
between the ecity and the country. It
encourages that antagonism, and attempts
to make it a recognised state of things.
Hon. members do not neced to be told of
the old electioneering cry in which the people
of the city were told that they could not
trust the country because the country wanted
the industrialist to work for nothing.
Neither can we forget the propaganda that
was put forward that the country people
could not trust the Labour Party because the
industrialist section of the community wanted
-to take the land from them. These were the
great cries that were always put up to keep
the industrial workers of the city and the
agricultural workers apart; and this Bill is
just a continuation of that propaganda,
which attempts to make the country believe
that the ecity has no interest whatever in
the countrr. As a matter of fact, present-
day circumstances compel people to live in
large aggregations. 'Times have altogether
changed from what they were when people
could live in seattered populations. That
is no longer posszible. Tn olden times there
was the necessity for the market-place, to
which the sszviculturist conld take his crops,
and where he could sell them. 'To-day the
large cities are the market places where the
industrialist must go to sell his labour., His
labour would be wuseless in the pastoral
areas, for instance, where no such labour is
required. His skill—the <kill of the cabinet
maker, the skill of the wheelwrieht. the skill
of the engineer. the skill of the plasterer,
the skill of the brickmaker. the skill of the
stonemason—would be wasted in the vast
expanses of Coentral Australia; consecuently
such people have to bring their commoditv—
which is their Iabour—to where the market
is: that iz to the big cities, Tvery sertion
of the communitr is vital! to the progress
of that community. No commuritv can do
without any section. The industrial section
is necessary to the communitv; so is the
agricultural section. One section is inter-
dependent with the other: and it is only as
the value of all sections is recognised that
the natien can make a step towards progress.

During the past fourteen or fiftcen rears
we have seen.an advance in agricultural pro-
duction unparalleled in the history of the
world. But, great as has been that advance,
there has not been a corresponding advance
in agricultural population, because machin-
ery has come to the aid of the agriculturist,

with the result that he is able fo produce,

much more at a cost of much less labour.
Consequently, the country areas cannot
absorb the growing population of this State;
and that population must continue to centre
itself in the ecities. For this reason it is
useless to attempt to make out that the cities
arce robbine the country of its just represen-

tation. Nothing of the kind hszppens in
this case. It has been said, and said with
truth, that the agriculturist is the back-

bone of the nation. But, as times change,
so do backbones. 1 am not talking of the
warping backbones that a numbsr of mem-
bers of this House have shown, but an abso-
lute change in structure. Take the position
as it is throughout Australia and through-
out America, England, France, and Ger-
many, for example. In Australia the seasons
are good, and production is plentiful. There
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was never a bigger harvest of wheat in the
history of the world than thrre is in America
to-day; yet the farmer in Amevics, in Aus-
tralia, and in other parts of the world can-
not cope with the position as we sce it.
The world is in the throes of a financial
crisis, notwithstanding that agriculture is
at its top. Time was when the agriculturist
was the backbone of the nation; but the cir-
cumstances of nations have so changed that
they are as much dependent to-day upon the
industrial worker as they ever were upon
the agricultural worker. Without the indus-
trial worker agriculture is absolutely and
completely at a loss. The present times
prove that, when the industrialist is suffer-
ing, the country goes down to the very
depths of depression; but that is not so
when the agriculturist happens to be suffer-
ing from a visitation in the nature of a
drought, a flood, or other visitations that
sometimes overtake that section of the com-
munity. The times prove beyond doubt that
the industrial section of the community is as
much a backbone to the State as is any
other section. That bheing so, it is against
justice. it is against freedom, and it 1s
azainst equity to stipulate that the indus-
trial worker shall not have as great repre-
sentation in the Legislature of the State as
the country worker. I just quelify that by
saying that we on this side of the House
recognise that, by reason of the distance
from the centre of legislative action, the
country is entitled to some smaller per-
centage of reduction; but not on the basis of
its usefulness or benefit to the community.

Speakers on the other side of the House
have said a number of things, and they have
inferred a number of things. Above all,
they have inferred that there is a suspicion
that an Administration from this side of
the House would not be fair to the country
interests of this State. That statement needs
to be challenged, and I challenge it. The
history of the f.ahonr movemeat in this
State in its relation to the agricultural
people of this State shows that at no time
in the history of Queensland and at no time
in the history of Australia did the agricul-
tural interests receive so much attenfion and
so much benefit as they did during the four-
teen years of Labour Government. That is
instanced by the returns from every section
of the agricultursl community—the butter
returns, maize returns, wheat returns, the
ordinary agricultural crop returns—the in-
centive given to agriculturists on all occasions
and the impetus given to tobacco growing.
Everything that was done to make the lot
of the agriculturist better was introduced
and fostered by the Labour Administration.
Not one of the things that they did for the
agricultural section of the community has
been either repealed or improved by the
present Government; and they have had the
opportunity for two years. If there was any
fear on the part of any section of the com-
munity that a Labour Administration would
not be fair to the country, then it has been
completely destroyed by the experience of
fourteen years of Labour administration.
The efforts of the Labour Government stand
pre-eminent; and no assertion, no insinua-
tion, and no inference can break down th?t
truth, which stands steadfastly in the statis-
tics of this State.

Mr. MauER: What about the extortionate
rural workers’ award?

Mr. Cooper.]
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Mr. COOPER: If I had not heard the
hon. member say it, I have heard other hon.
members opposite say that the farmers to-day
are paying a higher rate than that pre-
scribed by the rural workers’ award. Over
and over again they have said that the
farmers have given better conditions than
that award prescribed.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What have you to
say about the Bill?

Mr. COOPER: I am discussing the Bill.
I am dealing with the inference conveyed
by the Attorney-General in this Bill—if
not in his own words—that a Labour Admin-
istration could not be fair to the agricultural
section of the community A lower quota
is definitely fixed in the Bill for agrieultural
constituencies; and, if that is kased on the
assumption that a ILabour Administration
cannot be fair to the agriculiarist, then it
is a wrong assumption. There is no war-
ranty for it; there is no truth whatever in
the assertion. In so far as the Bill denies
to the whole of the people that justice to
which thev are entitled and upon which
Engli-h people vride themselves, in so far as
it s % backwards, snd in so far as it
wipes away in one aci a thing for which the
English people have fought for the best
part of a century, then it fails, and fails
badly.

Again I say, we on this side can have
no objection whatever to a scheme of redis-
tribution. Redistributions come in the
natural order of things becauss of the
tendener te inequality in the distribution
of the population; but we do say that any
redistribution that does not recognise the
equality of the whole people is a redistri-
Tution that ought not to take place.

Mr. HANLON (Ithaer) [7.16]: I have no
objection to a redistribution of scats in
Quecnsland.  We on this side of the House
realise that it is an impossibility for ang
distribution of the eclectoral districts of
Queensland to last for any great length of
time, because in a young country like this
the population moves from one place to
another. With the Government, we also
realise that, notwithstanding the manner in
which they distribute the seats to-day,
within a vear or so there will be seats above
and seats below the quota. For that reason
T have no objection to a redistribution of
seats. We must naturally accept it as the
ropulation of the various parts of the State
alter.

In discussing this question hon. members
appear to make out that in some mysterious
way the late Government compelled elec-
torates held by hon members opposite to
tzke in huge tracts of thickly-populated
country, and deliberately retained seats held
by a Labour member with a low number of
electors. In the 1921 distribution the seats
within the limits of a 20 per cent. margin
were equal. There was a margin allowed by
the Act, the same as is allowed by this Bill,
of 20 per cent. above or below the quota.
The seats as distributed in 1921 were quite
satisfactors. In Brisbane, particularly,
'tlgere has been a great change since 1921
Hon. opposite have quoted the

members
large number of electors in Bulimba, Logan,
Oxley, Nundah, and Sandgate electorates,
snd have drawn attention to the fact that
the Brisbane, Fortitude Valley, and South
PBrishane electorates are under the quota.
That could not be otherwise in view of the

[Hr. Cooper.
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fact that in the years prior to 1921 and
onwards this State, governed by the Labour
Party, made progress, and the people
became more and more .prosperous. As
their sons and daughters married and estab-
lished homes of their own, they were in a
position. to establish homes in a nice clean
neighbourhood, and also build a good class
of home. As a result of the prosperity of
the pecople, the young people married and
established homes—not in Albert street, or
Spring Hill, or the congested parts of the
city, but on allotments in those parts of the
ity where there was plenty of room. Elec-
torates like Bulimba, Logan, Oxley, Nundah,
and Sandgate have plenty of space avail-
able; and, as a result of the Administra-
tion of the Labour Government, the young
people were in a position to buy nice allot-
ments containing 30 or 40 perches of land
and erect homes of their own. Any one who
takes the trouble to go around these elec-
torutes, which have grown so much during
the last ten years, will see that the newly
settled aveas contain an excellent class of
home, aad that a good many of those homes
are workers’ dwellings, workers’ homes, or
war service homes. They are a better class
of home than the ones erected by their
parents in starting off in life. That is due
to the fact that in these days the people
have enjoyed prosperity. In the other ety
electorafes quoted by hon. members oppo-
site as being below the electoral quota there
was nobt a great deal of vacant space. In
Tthaca there was onlv one vacant corner, the
Rainworth Kstate; but this has been built
upon, and has led to an increased number
of voters in that electorate; but the increase
in population there has not been anvthing
like the incrcase that has taken place in the
elestorates of Bulimba, Oxley, Logan, Sand-
gate, or Nundah. It is important to
remember that in those areas good land
and plenty of it was available at more or
less reasonable prices. For example, whereas
32 perches of land around Paddington,
within a penny tram scction of the city,
would bring at auction £300 or £400, the
same area of land further out from the
city, probably having a nicer situation by
reason of its not being so congested, could
be obtained for half the money. Of course,
there was the disadvantage that it was
further removed from: the city. At any rate,
it vas those factors which caused the expan-
sion of certain constituencies, whereas, on
the other hand, electorates like Brisbane,
Paddington, and Fortitude Valley showed a
decreased number of voters, as portions of
the residential areag made way for factories
and warehouses. During the past ten years
large warehouses and factories have dis-
placed what were residence of poor working-
class people. Those hon. members who have
lived in Brishane for any length of time
will remember when_the bulk of Adelaide
stroet consisted of ‘residential blocks. 1
can recall the little old house covered with
a creeping vine which was later used as
an employment agency. All through the
city such places have disappeared, and that
fact has meant a decreased number of elec-
tors., Further, both in North and South
Brishane extensive resumptions of land have
cleared working people out of the district.
Tor example, we know that the resumptions
for the Kyogle railway terminus in South
Brishane were responsible for the displace-
ment of hundreds of people from the resi-
dential aresas there. It must be borne in
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mind that the conditions prevailing in those
years of Labour rule, when young people
marrying were able to secure a nice home in
the suburbs, are mnow being reversed.
To-day the 4endorm' is for a drift of popu-
lation back to the more congested areas of
the city. No longer are homes going ub
in  districts like FEnoggera and Logan.
Young people getting married must seek
cheaper accommodation because they cannot
afford the class of house that was built
cight or ten years ago. The conscquence is
that there is more likelihood of a growth of
population in the city area than there was
previousl because the tendency is for
people to live in rooms and flats and a:
cheapls as they possibly can.

It is important to remember also, when
considering the goodly change in the density
of ths population in Quecensland, that in
regard to what the hon. member for Toombul
stated the other evening as the representa-
tion of industrics we find the disparity of
1eprmmuabon in the House is not as great
a7 hon. members opposite appear to indicate.
My main objection to the speeches of hon.
members opposite is that their sole cry, com-
plaint, or moan has been because certain
clectorates are represented by people of
certain pohtlml opinions; their “grievanes
being that a district is represented by a
Lobour man. In all cases contrasts have
been drawn between electorates returning
Labour and clectorates returning Nationalist
members of Parliament. In a matter deal-
ing with the redistribution of seats and
alteration of representation in this House,
hon. members should endeavour to address
themselves to the question without consider-
ing whether a redistribution will favour the
Nationalist Party or the Labour Party.
When we glance at the present represent‘x-
tion, we find that the d1spar1tv is not as
great as hon., members opposite have endca-
voured to suggest.

We o fGedd fivst of all, as

) e with the big
inerease in city por sulations all over Aus-
tralia, the n‘c‘l\pohtan areas have a larger
curolment.  In the twenty metropolitan sea‘rs
the average enrolment was 8,736, The envol-
ment for the twenty seats was 175,726. If
rou tuke twenty agricultural and dairring
scats, they have a total enrolment of 138 314,
or an average of 6,915, Then the ten grazing

seats have a present enrolment of 52.945
being =n avorage of 5234, The eleven
minine  seats have a total cnrolment of

58,836, or an avervage of 4,985, The fifteen
country tovns and cities have a total enrol-
wment of 102.856, or an average of 6,857.
ienltural and dairying scats have prac-
tically the same representation as the country
towns and cities. In the metropolitan area,
of course, the electorates average much
higher, but in the grazing and mining dis-
tricts the districts which have suffered most
by the present depression in world’s prices—
ot course the numbers are lower, but not to
the extent, when sou group them, that hon,
members op’)osite endeavour to make us
believe.  In the grazing seats, which, with
the exception of onc, are represented by hon
members on this side of the House, the aver-
age enrvolment is 5,294, whereas the average
envolment in the agricultural scats is 6,915.
We have to recollect that dairying and agri-
culture are on a pretty sound basis in this
State. The dairying people are exception-
ally prosperous at the present moment in
compurison with other industrics, while in
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the grazing districts the reverse is the case,
because they have suffered from extensive
droughts, and are also suffering from de-
2d prices for their mmmodltus con-
epﬂv when you ave comparing dmr"lnv

¢ k 1th grazing are you are com-
any ohm‘nt in d icts which are

,1 s with the enrolment in districts
ore the d1oarrht sud depressed prices have

driven people te,umorarlly {rom their homes,
Natnrally when things again become good
i1 the grazing distriets these people will
immedistely return to their homes. Tf the
working people got sick and tired of bolster-
ing up the butier and agricultural industries,
there would be an exodus fromy, the anrlcul-
tural and dairying districts. If the Workmg
people said, “ Since we are getting so little
con:xdcmtxop from the Goxcrmnent to-day,
socing that the worker is being treated so
lmab v, we shall no longer agree to be taxed
in the price of our brea: ;md butter to keep
these indusiries solvent,”” then we would im-
nedigiely ha a larce JC(hICt]On in the
enrolment in electorates where dairying and
agriculture arve carried out. In the same
way, if a serious drought overtook the dairy-
irg anl agricultural districts, we would im-
mediately find an cxodus from those districts,
with a corresponding reduction in the num-
ber of 1)“01310 on those electoral rolls.

The sam# applies to mining districts, The
present depresiion In prices “has caused men
who have spent their whole lives in mining
to congregate around this city working for
wages, or to go on the track somewhere Jook-
iug for werk, One of the problems we had
to face when the Labour Government were in
power was the number of people arriving in
Brishane from the mining districts because
the mining industry was closing down. We
had thouss ands of men from mining areas in
Queensland employed in and around Bris-
bane nt various labouring callings, and par-
ticulerly on the sewerage works. The men
employ od on the sewerags works in Brisbane
did not want to stay hero. Apart altogether
from the position which has developed since,
immediately there was work for these peonle

at metalliferous mining they would have left
Brisbane and gone back to the calling that
they unders tood and liked. They werc never
satisfied to mine in the scwers around Bris-
bane, When we group the various interests
ensiand repres centation. we find that
the :coresentation is not se disproportionate
as hoy. members opposite would like to
make it. Immediately a redistribution takes
plece, people shift to other electorates, and
it no tnno before another 1ealstr1but10n is
neees K

There is a good deal of nonsense talked in
this Chamber by hon. members opposite
about roll«tuffing and about dead men being
on the roll durmv the time the Labour
Government were in office. Surely the Attor-
nov-General and other hon. membess opposite
are not going to suggest that there are no
names of dead men on the rolls to-day.
There arc names of dead men on the roll to-
dav, and that must always be so while people
who are entitled to be on the roll die.

A GovERNMENT MEwpeR: They should not
vote.

Mr., HANLON : I challenge hon. members
opposite to give an instance of a vote being
recorded in the name of a man who was dead.
If they can do so, they are aiding and abet-
ting in the fraud it they have not given infor-
mation about the case to the pohce While

Mr. Hanlon.]




728 Electoral Districts Bill.

I have been in the House I have heard hon.
members opposite making loose charges
about dead men voting. Last session the
hon. member for Toowoomba made a great
mouthful about people enrolled under ficti-
tious names, at zomc hotel in Toowoomba
having voted. I challenge the Attorney-
General to give an instance of anyone who
has wrongfully veoted in Queensland.
can do so, he would, if he were an honest
man, let the police know about it. When
the Labour Party was occupying the Trea-
sury benches I have no hesitation in saying
that if any member of the Nationalist Party
could have given an instance of fraudulent
voting having taken place immediate steps
would have been taken to punish the offender.
I have no doubt the present Government
would do the same. If any hon. member
knows where such a case has taken place,
any Government would see that the police
did their work, and that any such offender
was punished.

If people die their names must be on the
roll until they are erased, and if rectification
is not made promptly the names may remain
on the rolls for years. 1 can give an instance
in my own experience. A person at the
address I live at was on the Federal roll
for many vears, although such a personnever
existed. For many vears the Federal roll for
the subdivision of Ithaca bore the name of
Michael Hanlon—my father. In addition to
my father’s name there was my name—
Edward Michael Hanlon—and there was also
the name “ Michael Hanlon, junior.” No
such person existed. That name was on the
roll for vears. and I kept my eyes open to
see if anyone ventured to vote in the subdivi-
sion under that name. Rolls were made up
when there was an election later on, but no
application for enrolment was ever filed, yet
the name still appeared on the roll.

Mr. N1awo: Who registered the name?

Mr. HANLON: No such name was ever
registered in the district in which I live; no
such name was registered as at that address,
and no application for enrolment under that
name was ever lodged. That is an illustra-
tion of how easily mistakes can happen. I
had a similar experience at the last Federal
elcetion, when I went to fill in a postal vote
paper for an old lady whom I knew very well
in Paddington. She was confined to her
house. and I found on investigation that she
was off the roll. She had never been away
from her home for years, other than to be
taken out in a car for a drive. When I
made inquiries at the Commonwealth clec-
toral office, the electoral officer looked up
records, and found that a person of the same
name had been reported dead, and this old
Jady of the same mname but a different
address was removed by the officer in error.
That happens in every electoral office, and
it is impossible to guard against it. At
the State election before that some person
came tc see me complaining that his name
had been removed from the roll, although
he had never been away "from the dis-
trict. I knew that person quite well as a
railway employee, living in his own home.
I went down to the State Electoral Office,
and I found that the person next on the
roll to him had died, and in error the
wrong line had been lifted from the type
vr.hen the notification of death was being
given effect to, with the result that the name

[y, Hanlon.
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of the man in Paddington who was alive was
removed and the name of the man who was
reported dead was left on the roll. Acci-
dents of that kind must happen, as they
happen in every electoral office in the world.
It 1s impossible to guard against them.
Many names appear on the roll which should
not be there, but I would much prefer to
know that the names of men who are dead
had been left on the roll than that the
names of men who are alive had been
removed, and that is what hon. members
opposite seem so pleased to do. Ther seem
delighted with the opportunity of removing
names from the roll.

Dr. ¥rrwin: You do not mean that.

Mr., HANLON: I do mean it. There can
be no other justification for the actions of
hon. members. No other purpose could be
served by altering the residential qualifica-
tions than to get people off the rolls. Only
a person of certainly less than the average’
intellect would believe otherwise than that
that is the idea behind the minds of the
(lovernment in altering the qualification.
One month is sufficient for the Federal elec-
tions; and one month has been sufficient for
the State eleotion; but hon. members oppo-
site altered it to three months, thereby dis-
franchising those who have not been three
months in one electorate.

In their endeavour tc make cut a casze
for themselves, hon. members opposite have
talked a good deal of nonsense, and have
also displayed a good deal of ignorance.
It is a tragic thing that the hon. member
for Toowong should attack the Labour Go-
vernment for the redistribution of 1921, and,
in support of his claim that the redistribution
was unfair and that the Government went
to the 1920 election on gerrymandered elec-
torates, should quote a Sydnev * Bulletin”
report of 1920. The facts ave that the elec-
torates were not altered until 1921, and that
paragraph was published before the elec-
torates had been altered. The election to
which that paper referred took place on the
seats as distributed by the Denham Govern-
ment; but the hon. member was so ignorant
of what took place and of what he was
talking about that he used that newspaper to
condemn the distribution in 1921. He must
have been ignorant, or he would not attempt
to mislead this House and the public. But,
whilst it may be excusable for hon. members
like the hon. member for Toowong to make
these feolish blunders. I contend that it is
not permissible for a Minister of the Crown
to display equal ignorance of the subject
he is handling. The Attorney-General vester-
day referred to the 1922 Act, and said that
it was brought in to favour the late Govern-
ment. The facts are that it was brought
in to change the names of the electorates
which had been distributed in 1921, How
could the 1922 Act affect the position of the
Government? The 1922 Act was introduced
a year after the seats had been distributed,
and all that that Act did was to alter the
names of the eclectorates as they had been
distributed by the commission the year
before. The Attorney-General again dis-
plaved his absolute lack of knowledge of
political happenings when he referred to the
1922 Act as being brought in to favour the
Labour Government. He also said that the
1922 distribution was unsatisfactory. Pass-
ing over the palpable mistake he made in
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referring to the 1922 distribution, because
there was no distribution in 1922—it was in
1921-—passing over hig ignorance of the hap-
penings of 1921 and 1922, in what way was
it unsatisfactory? In 1921 the commission
redistributed the electoral seats in Queens-
land in accordance with the existing Act,
and allowed a margin of not more than 20
per cent. above or below the then quota, and
renamed the electoral seats. It did not cut
out any seats at all. The number was left
at seventy-two. It was necessary to rename
come of the seats because the boundarics
had been altered, and the old names were
misleading. Two of the new names were
Wynnum and Sandgate, seats that were won
by hon. members opposite. As soon as the
distribution was made known, the Treasurer
left Bulimba and went to Wynnum, thereby
showing excellent judgment. Nobody on this
side thought for a moment that either
Wynnum or Sandgate would be Labour seats.
That disposes of the statement made by the

Attorney-General that the 1922 distribution
—in fact, it was the 1921 distribution—was
unsa,tisfactory.

I want to refer fo a more sorious aspect
of the discussion ou the part of hon. members

opposite. I much vregret the atfitude
adopted by Government members and their
press in defaming the electors of Queens-

Iand. They ave cvn‘nnuallv crying out that
the Labour Government were 1etmncd to
power on the basis of fraud. The state-
ments made by hon.
by their press amount to a libel on the prople
of Queenslan:d. I am quite satisfied that the
ovs rwhelmmg majority of the people of
Qurenst Jnd are clean, honest citizens, who
do not wish to practise any fraud or corrup-
tion, or to have anything to do with it.
Any atten: pt to return members of Parlia.
ment by the adoption of fraudulent means
or corrupt methods would be promp ity ex-
posed by the people of Queensland, the bulk
of whom are merx\he?mnwlv honest from
the point of view of (1t17enahlp and in no
011011m~t@nces will stand for any corraption
or urderhand methods in 1et"1mmr members
of Parliament, Hon. members opposite

know that, and that is what makes them
fear the people at the next elections.
In addition to regretting the action of

hon. members oppesite in dunmlna and libel-
ling the citizens of Queensland in “this
respeet, I regret also the libel by the hon.
member for Toowong and other hon. mem-
bers opposite on our elsctoral officers.  Hom.
members opposite hove frequently asserted
that the XLabour Government stuffed the
rolls with names that should not have been
on the rolls. If that is the case, then hon.
mombers opposite should root tno;o corrupt
officials out of the elentoral office neck and
crop. If it were possible for the Labour
Government to stuff the rolls, then they
must kave acted with the connivance and the
consent of the officials of the FElectoral

Office; and, if the Chief Electoral Officer
and hic staff are “‘crooks” and are corrupt
officials, then this Government should waste

no time in rooting those officers out of that
den of corrupticn. I am not going to take
any denial from the hon. member for Too-
wong. He made that statement this after-
nocn.  Hon, members oppesite have made
it every time they have had an opportunity
since theh have been a Government. They
made the statement at every opportunity
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when they were in opposition. The hon.
raember for Toowong and his colleagues who
have supported him in these accusations
=lould either insist at the next party meet-
ing that the Government root out these cor-
rupt officials from the Electoral Office, or
they should publicly apologise to those
officials whom they have defamed. I do not
know the Chief Ilectoral Officer very well;
but, so far as I am able to judge, I
believe that he is a thoroughly honest and
reliable public servant and man; and any
hon. member opposite who gets up under
the shelter of the privilege of this Chamber
and accuses him of being a corrupt public
servant and accuses him of corruption and
connivance in the falsification of electoral
rolls indelges in a cowardly action. If the
accusation is {rue, then the Government
should take action to see that these Tam-

many Hall people are rooted out of the
office.
A more serious statement was the libellous

and defamatory attack by the Attorney-
General on the Under Secretary, Department
of Justice, and Mr. Ferry, Industrial Con-
ciliation Commissioner. ~ When speaking in
this House yesterday the Attorney-General
accused the redistribution commission with
which those gentlemen had been associated
of being bribed by the Labour Government.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
tioned their names,

Mr. HANLON: No; but you mentioned
the commission.

I never men-

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Why leave out
Bunlop?
Mr. HANLON: I will mention Dunlop.

In 1921 the previous Government appointed
a commission of three public servants to
carry out a redistribution of scats along
somewhat similar lines to what the present
Government are doing in this case. 1 pre-
sume that this Government will appoint three
Uovernment scrvants who can be trusted to
do the redistribution. The Attornes-General
stated vesterday that the late Government
took a hand in the redistribution, and that
they bribed Mr. Dunlop, one of the commis-
sioners, by giving him promotion to redis-
tribute the elcctorates in a gerrymandering
style to suit the Labour Party.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Was it true?

Mr. HANLON: I do not know; perhaps
the Attorney-General knows more than I do.
The Attorney-General is betraying his trust
as a Minister of the Crown if he assents to
a “crook ” continuing in an Under Secre-
taryzhip, and another * crook” continuing
to act as a Judge of the Industrial Court.
Either they are ‘“ crooks” or the hon. gentle-
man’s statement is a slanderous one. If
the Secretary for Mincs feels concerned, he
can also act on his oath of office and clean
up this corruption also. A report was
blought in by the members of that commis-
sion. It was signed by the three commis-
sioners, Messrs. Carter, Dunlop, ana Ferry.
If there was corruption on the part of one of
those commissioners, then there was corrup-
tion on the part of the three of them,
because the report was a unanimous one. I
do not know Mr. Dunlop; I was not in Par-
liament at the time; but the Attorney-
General justified his charge of corruption

Myr. Hanlon ]
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against the late Government by saying that
Mr. Dunlop received promotion after the
presentation by the commissioners of their
report. I want it to be clearly understood
that that charge must also fit both Mr.
Carter and Mr. Ferry, for subsequently Mr.
Curter had bis salary raised by £100 per
year, and Mr. Ferry was afterwards
appointed o judge in the Arbitration Court.
If the promotien of Mr. Dunlop was proof
of his corruption, then the increase in
salary  to DMr, Carter was also proof
of his corruption, and the appointment of
Mr. Ferry to the Arbitration Court Bench
was alwo proof of corruption. If these
people are *‘crooks” and ‘ spielers,” it is
the job of the Attorney-Gencral to get rid
of theui, If the Attorney-General permits
those men to remain in their jobs, he is
aiding and abetting them in corruption. If
he takes no action, we have no alternative
but to believe that he has slandered these

3]

officizls, beecause they have no opportunity
of replying to his charges made in this
House, Let the Attorney-General go out

on thc stl‘oet corner and say that Mr. Carter
and Hr. Ferry were bribed as the result of
their rey mn‘ in connection with the redistri-
bution s"homo, or let him write a letter to
the newspapers under bis own signature and
say that thev were bribed. We shall then
have some respect for him. It ill becomes
any man occupying the position of a Minis-
ter of the Crown to make a charge of cor-
ruption in this House under cover of privi-
lege. He not only owes a duty to Mr.
Carter and Mr. Ferry, but a duty to this
House to clear up the charge of corruption
made by him.

The reduc txon in the number of membelb
of Parliament is a matter I do not desire
to dwell upon at any length because other
hon. members on this side have stated the
case vwerr well. I fully endorse their
remarks that the Government are hopeful
of savina their political skins by this Bill.
t is guite an easy mafter to work ouvt. At
the preseut time Parliament i+ compozad of
seventv-two members, of whom twenty-six
are repressntatives of the Labour Party. If
these seventy-two member: gzo before the
electors next BWay, the Labour Party will
require to win only eleven seats to regain
the Treasurr benches, and the present Go-
vernment know they would have no difficulty
in doing that: but it is always harder to
win sixteen seats than ecleven. Tt is only

o little sum in anthmetlc to prove where the
dxfh(’dlt.v Iies. By cutting out ten Labour
seats we shsll hold sixteen seats onls out of
sixty-lwo  when  Parliament is  dissolved
and we shall then have to win sixteen now
seats to be the Go*'ormnon‘r of Queensland.
In order to stave off defeat and save their
political skins hon raembers opposite will
so redistribute the zeats that it will be more
difficult for Labour to win an estra five
seats to secure its return as the Government.

The talk about economy is purc bunkum.
The Government talk about oconoml\lng by
reducing the number of members of Parlia-
ment by ten, at the same time that thev are
talking of electing an entirely new House
of Parliament and increasing the total num-
ber of parlismentarians to ninctv-two. The
talk shout economy is so much eve-wash,
and is not worth replying to.

This Bill differs somewhat from the old
Act in one very important particular. Hon.

[Ar. Hanlon.
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snembers opposite have complained bitterly
at times about the fact that certain seats had
a bizger enrolment than others. Unlike the
Act which is being repealed, the measure now
under discussion makes 10"1311th0 provision
for large and small constituencics. Under
the old Act it was possible, although highly
improbable, for the State of Queensland to
be cut up into seventy-two equal seats,
Under this measure, however, a separate
quota is laid down for the metropolitan area,
for the cities, and for the rest of Queensland,
so that this measurc makes legislative pro-
vision for the fixing of the boundaries of
constituencies on a broadly varying basis. It
was permissible under the old Act for the
Electoral Commissioners, in their wisdom, to
take into consideration various things which
they still have to take into consideration; but
it was permissible for them to go 20 per tent.
above or below the quot=. This Bill differs
in the fact that the commizsion will be given
Jegislative instruction to make certain “seats
lalge and other seats small. Therefore, when
hon. members opponu cry out about the

inequality of the voting power of the people
of 1h]s State they must realise that they are
Onlnd legislative instruction to thav comuis-
81011 to mul\e the constituencies of varying
sizes,

Mr. Xeyny: with that

clause?

Mr. ITANLON : I agree that it is necessary
for the commission to have a cestain amount
of latitude in fixing the size of electorates;
but I do not agree that there should be 16”15-
lative instructions for the scats in some dis-
tricts to be small and for those in others to
be large. The best purpose was served when
the COIIlmlSSlOn was r‘l\ en lﬂ‘xllﬂLt]On‘ to
take a delinite quota, which thev could vary
after a consideration of various factors, as,
for example, accessibility of the area and the
community of interests of the people. Dis-
cretion should be entirely in the hands of the
commission, and no legislative instructions
should be given that people resident in cer-
tain parts of the State should have less repre-
sentation than other people living in other
parts. The discretion of the commission was
amply provided for when they were given a
20 per cent. margin on which to work.

Mr. OKEEFE (Cairns) [1.54]: It has been
the endeavour of hon, members on the Go-
vernment benches to prove that this Bill will
make for economy. Many rash statements
have been made by these hon. members—so
much so that they are all contradictory.

No hon. member on this side has any
objection to a redistribution. We do, how-
ever, take exception to the method by "which
the Government are endeavouring to secure
their return at the next election by having
a reduction of members as prescribed in this
measure. 1 have no objection to the redis-
tribution of seats so long as cortain funda-
mental prineiples are kept in mind and a
sensible system based thereon. It Is cven
necessary to. decide on the principle on which
representation should be founded. That
nothing should count in that matter but

actual populatlon may appear logical at first
sight. That line of argument has been
adoptod by hon. members opposite who have
spoken on this measure. If the population
was distributed equally throughout the State
that argument would be unanswe1ahle but,
unfortunatelv, that is not the case, because
one-third of the population of Queensland is

Do you agree
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concentrated in the metropolis, and it is fan-
tastic to say that one-third of the members of
Parliament should be elected from an area
no larger than the Chillagoe clectorate, repre-
sented by the Secretary for Mines. Brisbane
comprises an area of 318 square miles, while
the Cairns electorate has an arca of 300
square miles, but whereas Brisbane has
twenty members Cairns, Chillagoe, Facham,
and other electorates have one member each.
This Biil is not going to give fair represen-
tation to the far northern and far western
portions of the State. They will not have
the representation which they have had in the
past, and which is the right of the people in
those areas. Considering the very unequal
distribution of the people, to obtain fair
representation in Parliament, area must be
taken into consideration in fixing the elec-
torates. The Federal electoral law and also
the State law recognise a margin of 20 per
cent. above and 20 per cent. below the quota,
and, i: mv opinion, it would not do any
harm to iticrease the quota to 25 per cent.
above or below, and it should be compulsory
on the eomraissiorers to consider area as well
as population. The Attorney-Geeneral repre-
sents about 1 square mile of territory.
whereas the hon. member for Cook repre-
sents 98,000 square miles; and, if population
is taken as the sole determining factor, repre-
sentation in South Brisbane should be much
greater. Every country in the world takes
area into consideration, and I cannot under-
stand why the Queensland Government
should e afraid of the far Northern and far
Westorn electors, A Parliament of seventy-
two members cannot be considered unwieldy,
and a small Parliament may be domineered
by one or two strong personalities, which is
a danger in any State. Other countries have
greater representation according to numbers,
and of a more costly nature than the State
of Queenzland. In the early days, when
Queensland was an independent colony, the
Parliament consisted of fifty-nine members
besides an Upper House of forty members,
and in 1837—forty-four years ago—the num-
ber was incressed to seventy-two in the Legis-
Jative Assembly, and it has consisted of that
number rver since.

At the time the representation was
increased to seventy-two members there was
a population of omly 366,940, and counting
the Upper House, there was a member for
every 83,276 persons in the State. Queens-
land has to-day twenty-seven members of
Parliament less than she had forty-four
years ago, although the population now has
almost reached 1,000,000. It is the inten-
tion of the Government in this Bill to
reduce the number of seats by ten. We
know that the design of the Government in
introducing the Bill is to get rid of Labour.
{Government  dissent.) The Government
are endeavouring, on the plea of economy,
to bring about this redistribution of seats,
which ther think will kill Labour strength.
1f they want to economise and to give fair
representation to the State, it would be
very easv for each hon, member on the
front kench opposite to forgo £500 of the
amount which he reccives more than the
ordinary members, which would mean £5,000
per annum—the amount which is going to be
saved by knocking out ten Labour seats.
That would give us the same representation
as we have to-day without any greater cost
to the State. (Government dissent.) In
round figures, each member of Parliament
in Queensland, State and Federal, represents
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11,075 people. This is much lower than in
other parts of Australia, lower than Canada,
nearly as low as the United States, and
much below other new countries. Vet it is
proposed to make a further reduction in the
number of members of the Queensland Legis-
lature !

In speaking at the introductory stage of
the Bill, I compared the number of members
in Queensland with the number in many
other countries of the world, and made
reference to the United States and the
Union of South Africa, Transvaal. Natal,
and the Orange Free State. All these
countries have a greater number of members
in proportion than the State of Queensland
taking as & basis the population and the
area.

The
Russia ?

Mr. O'KEEFE: The people in Russia
have done more for their country than the
Attorney-General and the Government have
done for Queensland. If the Government
opposite can do as much in the interests
of Queensland as the Soviet Government have
done in Russia, they will have nothing to
be ashamed of. The hon. gontleman has no
rcason to complain about what the Russian
Government are doing. We cannot get away
from the fact that the only reason for the
introduction of this measure is to kill the
Labour vote. Apparently the Government
did not consider sufficient was done in that
direction last session by the amendment of
the Elections Act, As the result of the
Attorney-General introducing that measure,
hundreds of hard-working men and women
whose names were on the roll were disfran-
chised, and ther will not have an oppor-
tunity of exercising a vote at the next
election.

The SEcRETARY For MINES interjected.

Mr. O’KEEFE: I did not get out of
Combo Flat; and, if the DBiinister does lose
Chillagoe at the next election, I will see
that Palm Island is made available for him.
If the Government cannot do anything better
to defeat Labour than to remove from the
electoral rolls the names of thousands of
good honest men and women, they are not
worth much at the hands of the country.
At the present time under our electoral
system as it has been amended by the pre-
sent (Government provision is made for gun-
men, for men who should be inside the walls
of Boggo road gaol, for the women who carry
on their trade in houses of ill-fame, whilst
at the same time hundreds of honest toilers
throughout the State are disfranchised,
because they are faced with unemployment
and have to travel from place to place. 1t
is a crving shame that any Government
should be afraid to meet their masters at an
election, and that, because they are afraid,
they should deprive people of the oppor-
tunity of being on the roll.

The SEcrRrTARY FOR MINES: You are a4 bad
tipster.

Mr. OKEEFE: I may be, but it does not
matter to me. The idea that the Labour
Party stuffed the rolls is all moonshine. In
the .electorate of <Chillagoe 3,700 electors
voted at the last four elections; and I guar-
antece that, if there were an election to-mor-
row, the same number would vote again. In
1926, when I won the Chillagoe seat at the
by-election, there were 3,700 voters. Four

Mr. O’Keefe.]

ATTORNEY-GENERAL:  What about
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months afterwards, at the general election,
there were 3,700 voters, and three years and
four months afterwards there were the same
number of votes. Yet we are told that the
roll is not clean!

I enter my protest as a northers member
against a Bill of this deseription, It reduces
the representation of the far Northern and
Western districts because of the scarcity of
population there. The Government do not
consider that those people should enjoy the
representation they have had for many years
past.

A GovreNMENT MEMBER: You are worry-
ing about your seat.

Mr. O’KEEFE: I am not worrying about
your seat,

Mr. Kesxy: Move an amendment to cut
out haif the city scats, and I will second it.

Mr. O’KEREFE: The hon. member has
enough to second amendments of that sort
in his own caucus meetings.

Mr. Keyny: You move it, and I will sup-
port you.

Mr. O'KEEFE: All T want to do is to
retaie fhe representafion of the people of
North Queessiand.,  YWhy should hon. mem-
bers opposite be afraid to meet their masters
—the people who put them on the Treasury
benches about two years ago? They have
deprived people of employment and trans-
ferred public servants in order that they
way not tain any part in the elections, They
are afraid to meet the electors.

The ATPORNEY-GENERAL: You
though you are frightened.

Mr. OKEEFE: I am not frightened,
because cven if I am defeated, I shall be
able to get an honest crust, as I did before
I entered Parliament. I do not want any-
thing from my friends on the Government
bencheg; and I know that, if I did, I would
probably be disappointed. Hon. members
should be men enough to see that every
adult man and woman has a chance of exer-
cising a vote at the next eleciion. Why are
they afraid? Becaus2 of the rash promises
they made at the 1929 ¢lection, which they
cannot stand up to now. They are afraid
to ask the electors to return them again at
the po}]§; and the only way in which thex
can achieve their end is this cowardly way
of disfranchising them and introducing &
Bill to deprive them of the representation
they enjoy to-day. I enter my protest against
a measure of this deseription.

Mr, PEASE (Herbert) {810}: I wish to
thank the Attorney{}enora[l fog his courtesy
in supplying an_advance copy of the Bill;
but that is all T intend to thank him for.
I am not going to thank him for the contents
of the Bill. I am not going to thank him
fgr his speech on the introductory stages of
the Bill; nor am I going to thank him for
his second reading speech. He simply abused
the Labour Goverament, and did something
that he had no right to do—he slandered
three public servants. I quite understand
that he is good at doing that. I understand
that quite recently he started with the Chief
Justice of this State, so that it is nothing
vew for him.

_The ATroRNEY-GENERAL: Mr. Speaker,—I
rise to a point of order. I understood the
hon. member to say that he understood that
I@t htad slandered the Chief Justice of this
State.

[Mr. O’Keefe.
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Myr. PEASE: I did understand that.

The ATTORNEY-GENFRAL:
drawal of that remark.

Mr. SPEAKER: T ask the hon. member to

withdraw the remark.

Mr. PEASE: I merelv said that I under-
stcod thut he had done so.

GoveErNMENT MEypERS : Withdraw !
draw!

ir. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member to
withdraw.

Ar. PEASE: I withdraw. In any case,
the Attorney-General refused to go into the
witness box in connection with his second
reading speech on this Bill. He refused to
avswer pertinent questions directed to him
by the hon. member for Flinders. The
ittornes-General should have gone into the
witnoess box, particularly in view of certain
remarks concerning a recent civil action.
it is a strange thing that twenty-one years
cgo this September this Parliament was
cngaged in debating a similar Bill The
Tories were then in power, and Labour sat
in opposition. One of the members of the
Cabinet was our present Treasurer; and
snyone who cares to peruse Hansard ”’
for 1910 will find that Labour members
were pointing out to the Government
~vactly’ what Labour members havs been
pointing out during this debate. In 1910
the Labour members were reminding the
Tors Government that they had lost the
confidence of the people, that they were
afraid to face the people under certain con-
ditions, and were anxious to load the dice
sgainst the TLabour Party  The present
Treasurer was a party to that atiempt to
inad the dice so that the people of this
State would not be able to give a true expres-
sion of their political opinion at the ballot
box. Like the present Goverument, they
were afraid to face the people. The present
CGovernment are now making a survey 1n
+n endeavour to escape the wrath of the
people. In 1910 the hon. member for Croy-
Jdon. who was then a Labour member sitting
i+ opposition, pointed qut thar the Bill
under discussion ehould have been described
as “ a Bill to try to dish the Labour Party.”
That is what is happening to-day. The pre-
<ot Government have introduced the Bill—
not to give the people of Queensland better
ropresentation, bub solely to dish the Labour

I ask for a with-

With-

Tarty. The hon. member for Toowong and
sther hon. members opposite who have
spoken  during  this debate have asked,

“\What did the Labour Government do?”
What did we do? We did the fair thing,
which this Government will never do. We
accepted the Bill introduced by the present
Treasurer in 1910, the object of which was
to dish the Labour Party. We accepted that
Till, and we did not repecal it, as the pre-
sent (Jovernment are proposing to repeal
electoral legislation 'passed by the Tory
Clovernment. We took the same Bill which
the Treasurer, when he was in power. tried
to dish Labour with, and gave that to the
commissioners as the basis upon which
they were to draw up their scheme of
redistribution. We appointed a fair commis-
sion. 1 challenge the Attorney-General to
say that Messrs. Carter, Dunlop, and Ferry
wore not fair-minded men, and that they did
not do their duty properly.
GovERNVENT MEMBERS: Ah!

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr. PEASE: Hon. members opposite are
slandering men who they know are not in a
position to reply. I feel strongiy for those
men. Messrs. Carter, Dunlop, and Ferry arc
men of honour. I heard the Treasurey
speak on this side of the House after th-
redistribution was made in 1921, and sax
that it was a fair redistribution. Parlia-
ment had a fair opportunity of debating
that redistribution, Who complained? Two
Labour members, The redistribution was
made, and the Bill was framed ezaiust
Labour. TLabour did not make a B:ll by
first loading the dice. Labour does not play
the game like that. (Government$ interjec-
tions.) They did not load the dice. Ther
accepted the dice which the Treasurer loaded
against Labour, and gave that to the people
to decide what to do. What did the people
do after Labour in 1922 had accopted the
principles of the 1910 Act?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You have come
out in your true colours to-night.

Mr. PEASE: The hon. membor for Toom-
bul let the cat out of the bag in respect to
this measure, just as he did during the last
municipal campaign, He distinctly said
what had been done. He said the scheme
was the punishment of Labour, which had
been long delayed. ¥e intended to convey
thereby that the Government had decided
to punish Labour, and that was why this
Bill has been brought down. There is an
old saying in a Book with which the
Treasurer is familiar—

‘“ Whosoever diggeth a pit shall fall
into it.”

The Government should take care that they
do_ not fall into the pit they have dug for
Labour.

Why was sixty-two selected as the nhum-
ber of members for this Parliament? Why
was the number of members not reduced by
twenty or thirty-six? If the Government
are the champions of economy that they
claim to be, why are thev reducing the
number of members of Parliament by ten
only? Why are the maps and everything
else already prepared? Why do all Govern-
ment members know who are going to be
cut out, and all the rest of it? They know
all about it. Why select ten as the number
that the present number of members of Par-
liament shall be reduced by? That is the
only way the Government can succeed at the

electinus—by loading the dice against
Labour. No one outside the Government
would believe for one moment that the

Government Party placed certain numbers
in a hat, and that ten was the number
selected from the hat in order to reduce the
representation in this House by. Why do
hon. members opposite pull our legs in this
manner? If hon. members opposite would
speak the truth, they would admit that this
is the only way in which they can load the
dice against Labour. As our leader said,
a preliminary survev has been made. Every
member of the Government Party knows
that maps have been prepared, and Lknows
exactly what the sixty-two electorates are to
be; and Lknows that by this means an
attempt is being made to prevent Labour
from getting proper representation in this
House.

The TrREASURER: Mr. Spcaker, I rise to a
point of order. Is the hon. member for
Herbert in order in stating that every mem-
ber of the Government Party has loaded the
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dice, and knows exactly what is proposed
to be done by the commission that is to be
appointed under this Bill? I ask that the
hon. member be made to withdraw that
statement.

Mr, SPEAKER: Do I understand that
the Treasurer denies the truth of the state-
ment ?

The TREASURER: Yes, Mr. Speaker,

Mr. SPEAKER: Then I ask the hon.
member for Herbert to accept the denial
of the Treasurer.

Mr. PEASE: In view of the Treasurer's
denial, I withdraw the remark. I shall call
the hon. member for Toombul as a witness.
He said that the number sixty-two was
selected after careful investigation. Let us
develop that argument. How could the hon.
member have careful investigation if he had
not seen the maps. (Government dissent.)
I know the hon. member for Toombul is a
keen, careful business man. (Laughter.) I
accept his statement at its face value, know-
ing him as I do, because the hon. member
would not accept a businéss account without

surveying every aspect of it. The hon.
gentleman’s statement in ¢ Hansard ” was
that sixty-two had been selected. I ask,

“ Who selected the sixty-two?”’ Hvery mem-
ber of the Government party selected sixty-
two. Why? Because they looked out and
saw exactly what Y say is right. The Trea-
surer knows that when the hon. member for
Toombul said * carefuly selected ” he said
what he meant.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
what you mean.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. H. M. RusseLn: Mr. Speaker, I rise
to a point of order. I deny the sfatement
attributed to me by the hon. member for
Herbert. This is what I said, as reported
in “ Hansard.”

Mr. StoprorD: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a
point of order. Is the hon. member for
Toombul in order in quoting this year’s
“ Hansard »’ ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
point of order of the hon.
Toombul ?

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL:
words attributed to me.
sixty-two—-—

Mr. DunLor: Why don’t you get hold of
your original proof" I know what you
said. I took it down i in shorthand.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. H. M. RusserL: I did not use the
words attributed to me, Mr. Speaker. What
I did say is to be found at page 587 of
‘““ Hansard ” of this debate. It reads—

‘““ That number has been arrived at
after a great deal of investigation, and
taking into consideration the various
factors that must govern all systems of
representation.”

(Government applause.)

Mr. DuNLor: Why don't you produce your
original proof? (Uproar.)

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PEASE: I desire to refer to the
remarks published by various newspapers
regarding this proposed redistribution, irst
of all, I shall quote a very good paper,

Mr. Pease.]
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namely, the Cairns “ Times,” which, under

date of 1st September, said—
“ LOwWERING PARLIAMENT’'S PRESTIGE.

‘“ Queensland at present has one legis-
lator——Federal and State—to each 11,075
of population.”

Hon. members on the Government side have
attempted to justify this method of redis-
tribution by reason of the large number of
parliamentarians in Qucensland in regard
to both the State and TFederal activities.
But surely those hon. members would not
suggest that one legislator to_each 11,000 of
the populstion Is too many? When we draw
a comparison with cother countries, we find
that we have a lower representation here
than any other part of Australia, and closely
approximate tlie position that exists in the
United Statcs of America. It would appear,
therefore, that the Queensland Government
are d()lll"" something which no other Sfate
of the Comrnonho“l’h or part of the British
Empire is attempting to do. The representa-
tion in Queensland is lower than it is in
any other part of the British Empire; the
only part of the civilised world where it is
greater is in the United States. Therefore
there is nothing in the argument that this
reduction is necessary hecause of the Federal
Parliament., Again the Cidrns © Tirees ” had
this to say——

“ Forty vears ago Parliament was
111(1“eascd with the avowed object of
giving fhe North and West better repre-
sentatlon

Ave the hon., member for Cook snd other
lion. members who represent electorates in
the north and west of Queensland going to
stand up to the taking awav of 1epugonm—
tion from those puarts of the State? Are
ther going to stand up for a Queen street
Government ? The Opposition have ng objne-
tion to a redistribution: but we have «n
ohjection to the reduction of ten seats
That is why wo ave voting »and fighting
against thiz Bill. We think it is unfair.
Where did the request for this reduction ol
nrembers come from?  First of all, it eame
from the Tory press who support the Govern-

ment: and ther support an Upper House
and urze immediate action in that connec-
tion. All the time they arve saying ** Reduce

the representation in the Lomslatlxe Assembly
and anpoint an Upper Touse.” Where docs
the cconomy stunt come in? It goes by the
board. because, if vou ave going to appoint

an Upper THouso, the expense will be much
greater.  The Nationalist Party political
conference went into the matter, and told

reduce the number of
seatz in the Assembly, and also urged the
Government to rvestore the Upper House.
The other day a deputation waited on the

the Government to

Deputy Premier asking the Government
immediately to restore the Upper House.
Why? The Constitutional Club are asking

the Government to restore the Upper
House becsuse they know that what I say
is correct—that once the Government get to
the public that will be the end of them.

The most amusing part is that, while the
press talk about reducing the number of
members  of the Queensland Legislature,

they are also asking that the number of
legislators in the Federal Parliament. as
far as Queensland is concerned, be increased
by one. What glorious mcomswtencv'
The press say we do not want so many
legislators in the Queensland Parliament

[Mr. Pease.
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because in the State House they want to get
rid of some Lmbom men; but in the same
papers they say “ We want greater repre-
sentation in the Federal Parliament.” Is
Mat not inconsistent? 1 wish to quote ths

* Telegraph 7 of Tth August, 1931 in this
respect—

“ Every State with the exception of
Queensland is correctly and fully repre-
sented so that, if Queensland were givenr
the extra member to which it is entitled,
the total number of members of all
States would be mm"eased from seventy-
five to seventy-six.’

Then 1t continuei—

‘It seems it would be competent for
the authority to give Queensland its
extra member immediately.’”

The very papers that are howling out to
reduce the number of State legislators by
ten say that it is competent for the Federal
Govesnment immediately to give Queensland
another member.

A CGoveaxueNt Memser: Don't you wanb
Queenzland to have fair repreientation?

Mr. PEASE: Yes; I want Queensland to
have fair representation in this House. I
do not want to be two-faced; I want to be
one-faced. (Interruption.) If hon. members
oppasite are double-dyed, I am not. The
whole of Quensland can orly be 1)10pe1]
represcented by seventr-two mombexb in this
House, and I #lco say that Queensland is
onmtled to anothor member in the Federal
Parliament. The only justification for a
reduction is on the score of cconomy; but
what are ths Government saving? They
may save £5000. I veature to say that the
Attorney-General spent more than £8,000
in his own coffice in the Mungana case, What
about all the commissions the Government
appointed?  What about the purchase of
Swifts meatworks? They cost more than
£5,000. What about the proposal to estab-
lish the Upper House? How much is that
going to cost? If we examine statistics, it
+ill be found that thce cost of the (‘ueone»
land Parlivment is lower than the cost of
env Parliament in Australia, I want to say
that a survey has been made of this redis-
tribution, and the Government know what
it is gomng to be. After making another
careful surver such as the hon. member for
Toombul talks about, the ¢ Courier 7 saxs
“Ten seats are to go,” and it defincs what
the ten seats are. It says threc meiropolitan
and seven country Qeats are to go. The
“Courier ” is able to tell u: what the
Minister will not tell us. I ask members
of the Country Party how they are going
to justify the less of seven country scats
as agailnst three metropolitan reuts? The
F(xdm al Country Pariy has i=ued a recent
bulletin in which it condemns unification in
exactly the same way as the Government
Party here are doing, on the ground that
the rural areas are not at present treated
fairly by Parliament, which is dominated by

city inberests. That is the view of the
Country Party in the Federal arena., sup-
ported by hon. members opposite, whereas

the Country Party in the State arena by
allewing this Bill to go on, is prepared to let
Quﬂenslan(i lose seven countlv seats. Surely
Lon. members opposite are not going to
justify that! What is the Federal Country

Party going to say about it? I am sorry
the Premier is not here, becaus> I want to
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put him in the witness-box. I am just
wondering where he stands in regard to
this Bill. I wonder whether the Attorncy-

(Gteneral is pushing this Bill on while the
Premier is away and taking advantage of
his absence. I want to know if the Premier
is in accord with this Bill, because I will

prove by his own utterances that he is
not. -

The A7r70RNEY-GENERAL: Why do you
want to put him in the witnessbox? Is it

because your conscience is pricking vou?

Mr. PEASE : I want to cross-examine him,
In 1922, as reported in ‘° Hansard” for
that year on pages 502, 503, and 504, a
motion was brought forward by Mr. Beb-
bington, the then hon. member for Drayton,
to provide a better quota for the country
districts The motion was seconded by the
present Premier, who, in the course of his
speech, said—

“We want to have greater represen-
tation in the country than in the towns.
If a redistribution is wade every time
there is =n ineresic of population in the
cities, the time will come when the
countrs will be practically unrepresented.
To-dax we have to settle the large open
spaces of the State and we want men to
represent those spaces,”

Then here is something elsz which he said—
¢ Hon. members who represent northern
constituencies must recognise that a
wrong principle has been adopted.”
That is the prineiple that is in this Bill
He went on to sa¥ this—and this is the gem
of the whole thing—

“We will cortainly recognise it the
first opportunity we get, =nd we will
make 1t possible for the people living
in the cutside districts to have a better
opportunity  of having their views
expressed in this Chamber than they have
at the present time.”

T

What are hon. members opnaosite going to do
about it? Are ther going to repudiate their
prozent lesder?  (Government interjections.)
I think they are taking advantage of the
ahbsence of the Premier, and pushing this
Bill through. The Premier said, * We,”
not “1.” He said—

“If we get over there, we will do

something.”

What are hon. members opposite doing?
They are allowing seven country seats to go,
although the I'remier said even st that
time, whon the country .was represcnted as
it is to-day, that it was not fair, and he said
that, when his party got over to the Govern-
ment  side, they would do certain things.
Hoen. members opposite are repudiationists.

I alto want to refer to the locul news-

narers—the “ Courier” and the ‘°Tele-
grapl.” the “Mail” was more decent.
The “ (Courler” had this to say on 2nd
September:

‘It was the Labour Party that passed
an Blectoral Act that was the very nega-
tion of democracy.”

Labour never passed an KElectoral Districts
Act, We took the 1910 Act and made a
redistribution under that Act; yet the poli-
tical organs of hon. members opposite in
this city are unfair as usual. Even when
it was pointed out that they were wrong
they had not the decency to recant. I say
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that in 1922 Labour accepted the Act passed
in 1910, The present Treasurer was a
member of that Government. If that Act
was a negation of democracy, it was passed
by the Government of which the present
Treasurer was a member. That is the Act
which hon. members opposite are repealing.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: You altered it.

Mr. PEASE: We did not., The  Tele-
graph” of the 2nd instant said—

‘“The howl of indignation from. the
Opposition benches in the Queensland
Parliament at the proposal of the
Government to redistribute the electorates
in accordance with the provisions of
¢ The Elections Act of 1910. ”

The * Telegraph” there declarcd that the
Government were going to have this redis-
tribution in accordance with the provisions
of the Act of 1910, whercas the  Telegraph ”
knows as well as I do that the Attorney-
General is  repealing  that Acs. The
" Uourier”” blamed us for passing an Act
we did not pass; and now the * Telegraph
says that we are going to have this redistri-
bution under the 1910 Act; and both are
wrong. We arc trying to show the peorle
of Queensland what a loaded Bill this is.
We are trying to make them rcalise the
position by telling them the truth. I repeat
that we did not alter the Act of 1910; and I
refer hon. members to page 1882 of ¢ Han-
sard ” for 1922, where they will see that on
26th September of that year, the hon. mem-
ber for Flinders, then the Attorney-General,
moved-—

. “That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to provide for the alteration
of the names of certain electoral dis-
tricts.”
Mr. Theodore, who was then Premier,
answering the Opposition, who were saying
something similar to what hon. members
opposite are saying to-day, said—
_““The redistribution was done under
the provisions of the 1910 Act passed by
the Denhara Government.”
The Treasurcr, who was thew in opposition,
krew very well that what 3ir. Theodore
said was true. I say that Labour is fair.
Labour was satisfied to act under the miea-
sure passed by the previous Government.
Labour never loaded the dice. Labour
played the game fairly. This Bill is entirely
based on party lines {o give the Government
a political advantage.
We have the hon. member for Carnarvon,
as reported in the * Courier ” saying—
“The scheme to reduce electorates to
sixty-two would not interfere with the
Darling Downs seats, although there
would most likely be an alteration in
boundaries.”

Taken in conjunction with the statement of
the “ Courier,” that declaration shows that
the redistribution was to be controlled by
the Government. How could the hon. mem-
ber talk about the ‘“ scheme *? What is the
“scheme ”? Let hon. members go to the
dictionary and see. The hon. momber for
Carnarvon was man enough to give the
thing its right namec—a *“ scheme.” He
knows that what T have said is true, and
every man of the Country Party knows it
too. How can the hon. member say that
these things are going to take place if the
Government are not going to control them ?

Mr. Pease.]
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At 337 p.m.,

The Cuatraax or Comuirrees (Mr. Roberts,
Fast Toowomba) relieved Mr. Sresger in
the chair.

Mr. PEASE: In 1910, when the Denham
Governinent—of which the present Treasurer
was a member, and when he evidently had
more political decency than he has now-—the
redistribution of seats was undertaken in the
second session of Parliament, so that the
commission’s report would be available for
the third and last session. Why? The
Government then were fair enough to allow
the report to come to Parliament so that
hon. members could discuss it. They will
not do that now., Why has the Premier lost
his political decency in that respect? Why
did he mnot cause this distribution to be
underteken in the second session of Parlia-
ment, as was done under the Denham Go-
vernment? The Premier has been corrupted
by the rest of the Government. (Govern-
ment interruption.) Hon. members opposite
believe in corruption. The rest of them have
adopted corrupt methods.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
would like to draw the attention of hon.
members that the debate has become’ quite
out of order, and the language on both sides
of the T{ouse quite unparliamentary.

The Treasurer: Mr, Deputy Speaker. I
rise to a point of order. I ask that the
statement made by the hon. member that
Parliament had corrupted the Premier be
withdrawn.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the hon.
member for Herbert to withdraw.

Mr. PEASE: I withdraw. Again, I want
;o. point out that the Labour Party was
air.

Mr. Kryxy: Mr. Deputy Speaker,—I rise
to a point of order. Is the hon. member
fcr Herbert in order in saying that the Pre-
mier of Queensland is corrupt?

Mr. PEASE: I never said that.

Mr. Kenny: That is the statement made by
the hon. member for Herbert.

Mr. PEASE: I never said anything of the
kind.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: My attention
has been called by the Treasurer to a state-
ment made by the hon. member for Herbert.
The hon. member for Herbert has withdrawn
the statement, and I have accepted his with-
drawal.

Mr. PEASE: Labour has not at any fime
feared the people. We have never loaded
the dice. Whatever we did we did fairly
and squarely.

Mr. MaxweLL: You said that before.

Mr. PEASE: And I propose to say it again
and again until the hon. member understands
15, When Labour carried out a redistribu-
tion of seats, the number of electorates was
not altered. We followed the practice of the
Denham-Barnes Government of introducing
fhe measure in the second last session of
Parliament, so that hon. members could con-
suier what had been done. We did that
because we desired to be fair to members
on both sides of the House. We did not
attempt in any way to influence the com-
mirsion. I never even saw the members of
the Comruission,

Mr. Br4ND: Vour organisation did.

[Mr. Pease.
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Mr. PEASE: We were fair. We could
have adopted the practice now being adopted
by this Government of withholding *he redis-
tribution scheme until the last session of
Parliament and submitting it only to the
members of the Cabinet. We could have
thrown both sides of the House into a state
of chaos, but we were absolutely fair.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You had nothing
to do with it,

Mr. PEASE: We had more to do with it
than hon. membela oppesite have had to do
with their scheme. In our caucus members
Lhad something to do with it, and it was
arranged that “the 1cdxs€r1butvon should take
place 1n the second session of Parliament so
as to give every member of Parliament a
chance to see what was done. The present
Treasurer was quite satisfied with the redis-
tribution carried out by the Labour Govern-
ment. He was then a member of the “ Rump
Party,” and he gave the redistribution his
blessing. On behalf of the Opposition, I
desire to protest against the unfairness of
the Government in introducing a Bill pro-
viding for a redistribution at a time when
hon. members will have no opportunity of
discussing it. It has been introduced solely
to handicap the Labour Party. In 1887
Queensland, with a population of 399,000, had
seventy-two members in the Legislative
Assembly in addition to a Legislative
Council. In 1921 the population had increased
to 768,231, the number of members of the
Legislative Assembly was seventy-two, whilst
the number in the Legislative Council was
fifty-six, or a total of 128 legislators. In 1931
the population had reached nearly 1,000,000,
and the number of legislators was seventy-two
in one House of Parliament. That is only
a fair number to carry out the legislative
work of this State in a satisfactory manner.
Labour never possessed a fear complex; and
I wish to prove it by submitting some figures.
When we wanted a mandate from the people,
\vo proceeded to them; direct. We did 106
skulk in any way. We applied to the people
for a definite mandate by way of an election.
The Labour Party came into power on 12th
July, 1915, We remained in power for two
years and seven months, going to the country
on 14th February, 1918 five months before
the expiration of our time, Certain questions
of vital public interest had arisen demanding

s

s mandate from the people. We were
returned to power, and remained in office
for two years and four months. We went

to the countrv again eight months before our
time. We did not aftempt to amend the
lsgislation without.obtaining a mandate from
the people. On the third occasion we re-
maincd in  office for two years and five
months, and went to the country again
seven months before our f{ime.  tn the
fou1th occasion we remained in office for %
ars and nine months; and on the 1'15{,
occmsion we remained m office for two years
and ten months. T wish to emp}wsiso that
during the five Labour Parliamouts the
Tabour Government did not remain in office
{or their full term. We did not hesitate to
ohtain the decision of the people upon any
matter. We did a fair thing. ‘Nc never
sheltered ourselves in the coward's castle.
We never put legislation on the statute-book,
as this Governmient are doing—loading the
dice against their oppenents. We went to
the people for a mandate on an Act of
Parliament which the preseni Treasuver
passed in 1910. We were fair. That shows
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the way Labour acts. What are the Govera-
ment doing? They are loading the dice
against the Opposition. They are frightened
to go to the people. I challenge them now
to ¢o to the people on a redistribution of the
soventyv-two seats, which is only fair. A
redistribution is neees ssary. The Govmnmont
can then obtain a mandate from the prople
to rcduce the number of representatives of
this House by ten and on the quesiion of
the restoration of the- Upper House. The
Government are going to the people with
loaded dice. We arc not frightened of the
Government even with their loaded dice. It
iz wrong for them to do what they are doing.
Gc to the people on the basis of seventy-two
seats, on which they won the Government
benches, after those seventy-two seats have
been redistributed by a commission! I do
not care what commission iy appointed. I
have faith in the public service. Naturally,
we on this side of the Flouse must accent the
recommendations of the commission. We
will not squeal, no matter what they may be.
Whatever the commission do, we will accept.
We realise that the public service of Queens-
land is not corrupt, in spite of what the
Attorner-General has said. Notwithstanding
what three public servants the Goveromens
may appoint, give them not this Biil, but
the 1910 Act, have a redistribusion, and wo
challenge the Government to gc to the people
and let the people decide.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL (Zoombul) [3.47}:
Hon. members oppoesite have had a fair tilt
at me in regard to what I said in the course
of a speech on another stage of this Bill.

Mr. O’Keere; What did you say.
Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I am going to tell

vou what I said. The hon. member for

Rockhampton also had something to say.
Mr. DoxLop: Well

I made a note of it.

Mr, H., M. RUSSELL: The hon. member
for Rockhampton said that he took Jdown my
speech in shorthand.

Mr. Dunror: Yes, I did.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition also said that, while he
accepted my denial of the statement he attri-
buted to me, he was of the opinion, or sus-
pected, that I had altered my proof.

Mr. KirwaN: No, he said he heard you
make the statement he attributed to you.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I have in my hand
the original proof of my speech without any
alteration whatsoever.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

produce your proof.

Hear, hear !

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I propose to read
it to the House.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Apologise, Dunlop !

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: My original proof
reports me as saylng—

“The Government have decided that
sixty-two will be ample to represent the
State at the same timse preserving the
main feature of all representation—com-
muniiy of interest.

* Alr. Pollock :

srrived at?

How was that number

“Mr. FH. M. RusseLn: That number
has been arrived at after a great deal of
16312 =
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investigation, and taking into considera-
tion the various factors that must govern
all systems of representation.”
GovernMENT  MempERs:  Hear,
(Opposition interjections.)

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: The Opposition
should take their gruel like men. It s
scandalous that they should doubt the ability
of the “ IHansard ” staff.

OrposITION MEMBERS: We don’t.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: Their remarks are

hear !

u reflection on the “ Iansard” staff. (Op-
position dissent.)

¥Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: The Deputy

Leader of the Opposition suspected that I
had altered my proof.

OrrosiTioN MeMBERS : No, no!

Mr., . M. RUSSELL: If he wecre any
man at all, the hon. member would apologise
for even lmrbouung that suspicion. As for
the hon. member for Rockhampton, well, he
is beneath contempt. (Government la ughter)
I have my proof in my hand, and there are
no alterations in it.

Mr. Dunropr: At times the reporters make
good speeches for bad speakers. That is
what happened with yours. (Disorder.)

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
regret the tone of the debate.

HoNoURABLE MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
want to say definitely that, unless hon.
members control themseclves, other action
will be taken. This is a debating Chamber.

Ir. H. M. RUSS}LLL In regard to the
hon. member for Rockhampton, 1t is indeed
fortunate that we have a capable “ Hansard
staff to correct his speeches. (Laughter.)

Mr. Duxpor: Not at all.  No reporter
can dispute my ability. (Renewed laughter.)

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. H. M. RUESSELL: It would appcar
that hon. members oppusite, whilst believing

in redistribution, do not believe in the
reduction of members from scventy-two to
sixty -two.

Mr. STOPFORD:
“ rigging.”

». . M. RU SSETL Their objecticn

15 th“t they may lose more scats than the
Government side may lose. No one knows
how the #vats will be allotted, and the
constructioin which should be placed ou my
previous remarks is this:  For some time
ths Government have besn convinced that
there is over-vepresentation in Parliament.
We have been endeavouring to arrive at a
fair figure which will give adequate repre-
sentation to the State. Personally, I believe
in a reduction to fifty members——

Mr. Duxror: Why didn’t you support my
amendment, then?

Mr. H, M. RUSSELL: I might say that
what actuated the Government in not redue-
ing the numbers too greatly was the fear
that by co doing they might make the coun-
try clectorates too blg While the basis of
our voting system is one man one vote that
must have for its natural corollary one vote
ane value, the thickly populated sections were
willing to give a fair margin to the country

My, I, M. Russell

We don’t

believe in
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centres. I agree with country wmiembers that

some consideration should be given to areas.
The following figures will give some idea

of the inequalities that must be removed :—

‘ Total 1

Constituencies. Numberof Quota.
| Llectors. |
12 Pastoral .. .. o 4,860
21 Agricultural ‘ 17,100
5 Mining . .. | 8,550
14 Towns outside city area 6,835
20 City of Brisbane .. .. 180,000 9,000
I

VYear after year when the present (Govern-
ment Party were in opposition they urged
upon the then Labour Government the neces-
site for a redistribution; but the Labour
Government knew very well what they were
doine in the last redistribution; and they
refrained from giving justice to the people.
After the eleciion of 1926 the Opposition,
with a minority of about eighteen represen-
tatives in this Chamber, representsd more
eliciors than did the Goverument. Under
this Bill we are endeavouring to give a
fair representation te all the clectars of
Quecensiand.

A, Porrocx: If yon believe in a reduc-
tion of members to fifty, why suppor: a
redustion to sixty-two?

Mr. H. M, RUSSELL: I am prepared to
give a margin to our country friends, rccog-
nising that their duties are more ardious
probably than those of members representing
city constituencies, and we are quite prepared
to taks a bigger quota in the city. We are
going to allow country centres a margin of
20 per cent. below the quota; and the city
seats will be 20 per cent. above the quota,
so that in the actual result many of the city
seats will contain 50 per cent. more clectors
than some of the country seats.

I have listened very attentively to the
remarks of the Opposition, and to my mind a
good deal of the ecriticisn that has been
levelled against the Bill would have been
better applied to an Elections Bill, as they
had no bearing on the Bill now under discus-
sion. There 1 no doubt that a good many of
the statements of the Opposition were
actuated by the fear that they would be
greater losers than the Government by the
redistribution, and they object because I spoke
my mind and said: “ Suppose they lost more
representation than did the Government, it
would only be retribution.” It was only
something that was coming to them years
ago, and they knew it was coming. They
retained office through an unfair distribution
of the electorates. Their Government
retained power on a minority vote, which
was most unjust. In spite of their boast
about democratic principles, they made no
attempt to remove those inequalities, To-
night they say that because the population of
Queensland has reached 1,000,000 we want
more members than we had a few years ago.
I have always taken up the attitude in regard
to the representation of this State that our
responsibilities as legislators are considerably
less than they were prior to 1901.

Mr. StoprorD : The expenditure is greater.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: It is not a question
of expenditure or revenue, because those two
items are relative.

Mr. Kirwan: The job was a
twenty years ago.

[Mr. H. M. Russell.

sinecure
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Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: Ilon. mcmbers
opposite will not take their gruel,
A+ Q

At 9 pm,,
Mr. SpeaRER resumed the chair.

Mr. H. 3. RUSSELL: I cannot under-
stand why such heat has been engendered in
this debate. Let us be quite fair about the
matter. We must all recognise that we are
rot entitled to have the same number of
members that we had before federation.
Many of our departments were transferred
to the Federal Government when federation
took place.

Mr. SToPFORD: Which?

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: The Defence
Department, the Post and Telegraph Depart-
ment, the Customs Department, and various
other activities; and we have had to face
the spectacle year after year of the Common-
wealth Government absorbing many further
activities. QOur State administration has
lessened to a great degree; consequently our
responsibilities are less. Therc is not now
need for the same number of legislators that
there was in 1801, If we are honest, we
must admit that. I cannot understand ali
the caterwauling from the other side. This
is a measure which has been long delayed
by all parties, not only by the Labour Party,
but by their predecessors. The question has
been shirked session after session; and, in
common justice to our own electors, we should
put into effect some measure providing for a
lesser number of members to represent the
people of Queensland. It is a matter of
opinion as to whether the number should be
sixty-two or some other number. What we
want to do is to see that every activity and
industry of the State is properly represented.
That was the main factor in arriving at the
fignre of sixtv-two. I deny that T know what
is going to happen in regard to the redis-
tribution. One hon. member has stated that
the maps are already available; but I have
not seen any map. I am prepared to leave
the whole matter of redistribution in the
hands of the commission. I think there is
a public demand for this reform.

Mr. Hyxes: There is a public demand
for an early election, too.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL:
afraid of that.

Mr. Hynes: The people will send you into
political oblivion.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: There is a demand
for a reduction in expenditure; and, while
this measure will only save £5,000 per
annum, I think if is a saving that we should
adopt. A good deal of the criticism that has
been levelled against the measure is, noc
doubt, founded upon fear. Some of our
friends may not be here next session. Whilst
I do not like to see any man penalised,
politics is a very precarious game; and
every man who comes into the House takes
the risk of whether he gets back or not. No
man has any pre-emptive right to any seat
in Parliament, and we must all take the
good with the bad. If it is the misfortune
of some hon. members not to be returned
next year, they must take it with as good a
grace as possible. There is no reason why
the public should have a House of seventy-
two members inflicted on them when a lesser
number is quite ample to carry on the
government of this State.

I am quite sure that the Bill will be
acclaimed by the public, and that by means

I would not be
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of it we shall get a more equitable repre-
sentation, and, by means of the other
methods we have adopted, we shall in the
future not have elections won by transferring
men at the last moment so as to weigh down
the scales against the local candidate. Hon.
members on the other side have been guilty
of every sin in the political calendar; and
under the measure which our Government
have introduced I hope we shall have
cleaner elections in the future than in the
past.

Myr. BRUCE (Hennedy) [9.5]: Hon, mem-
bers on this side appreciate the verification
by the hon. member for Toombul »f his
statement, as reported in “ Hansard ” and
already mentioned by several moembers of
the Oppositiorn, T do not want to introduce
any heat into this debate, but I really think
that this Bill proves that ¢ Big Bill”
Thompson, Al Capone. and *‘ Boss 7 Croker
were gentlemen compared with the men who
introduced it.

Mr. Beprorp: They are all out of gaol.

fr. SPEAKER: Order! It is quite out
of order for the hon. member to compare
hon. members of this House with the per-
sons he has mentioned. It is highly unpar-
liamentary, and I shall have to ask him to
discontinus if he proceeds on those lines.

The TreastreEr: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a
point of order. Is the hon. member for
Warrego in order in making the statemoent
that hou. mombcts on this side are out of
gaol? I ask that he withdraw that state-
ment,

Mr. Beprorp : Well,

Mr. SPEAKTR: I did not ask the hon,
membeor te withdraw., I sald that T could
not allow him to continue on those lines.

The Torras Is the hon. member in
order in savmg that I am out of gaal.
(Laughter.)

Myr. Beprorp: Well,

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope that hon. mem-
bers will carry on this debate in the way it
should be carried on.

HoxOURABLE MEMBERS :

you are out of gacl.

TRER :

you are.

Hear, hear !

lr. SPEAKER: Lately it has been car-
ried on in a verr undignified way. The
expression of the hon. member for Warrego
Is unparliamentary, and I ask him to with-
draw.

Mr. Peororp: How can I withdraw the
statement that the hon. gentleman is out
of gaol? TIf T withdraw the statement that
he 1s out of gaol, then he is in gaol.

Mr. SPEAKER:
to withdraw.
Mr. BEDFORD:

I ask the hon. member

T certainly withdraw the

statement. He is not in gaol.
The TrReasvrer: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to
another point of order. The hon. member

just said that,
am in gaol.
be withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member
for Warrego to withdraw.

Mr. Beprorp: I do certainly withdraw
the statement that the hon. gentleman is not
in gaol. (Laughter.)

Mr. BRUCE: When Tory Governments
were in power in the States throughout Aus-
tralia and in the Commonwealth Parliament,

if T um not out of gaol, I
(Laughter.) I ask that it
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there was no demand by the press for o
reduction of the number of members of Par-
liament. It was oniy when the Labour
Party gob into power in the different States
and the Commonw=alth, and when it
appeared that Labour was rightly going to
take the reins of control throughout Aus-
tralia that there was anyv agitation for a
reduction of the numbers of members of
Parliament. It cannot be suggested that a
reduction of numbers is necessary because of
the depression, because in 1893 Queensland
was pasisng through much greater depres-
sion than now. Danks were crashing one
after another, and want and poverty were
stalking through the land; vet there was no
suggestion of a reductinn in the numbers of
members of Parliament for tho simple rea-
son that Tory Governinents were in power
—QGovernments that suited the powers-that-
be. &o that the press caunot substantiate
its agitation for a reduction of members of
Parliament on the plea thet it is necess: BYY
because of the depression.

The Bill contains a revolutionary political
proposal. and is not intreduced with the
object of providing a redistribution scheme
at all. It is to provide a foundation for the
government of Queensland on an entirely
different basis from that of the past: there-
fore. it is very nercwsary indee] to deal with
the matter with great care »ud sttention. I
resided in the Flinders electorate for many
vears, and during a part of that time the
electorate contained a number of people in
excess of the quota provided by the clectoral
lasr.  When the Mount Elliott Company
locked its men ont in 1917, 900 men left in a
body and remained out of the elsctorate until
the company reopened ifs mines, If the
present Eleetions Aet had been in force at
thut time, requiring a residential qualifica-
tion of three months, these 800 men would
have been disfranchired, There was plenty
of work offering at the time, and hoatloads
of men were landed at Townsville from the
old country. They were railed direct to
Mount Elliott, in the Flinders flestorate, and
increased the clectors in thst clectorate by
300 and 400 at different times. The argu-
ments  directed against the quota in the
Flinders electoratec are not justified. It is
absolutely impossible for any Government to
regulate the quota in that or any other
district. -During the mining boom in the
Flinders electorate a number of peaple loft
their homes in Charters Towers to engage
in the miring fields round Cloncurry. Their
wives and families were maintained in their
homes at Charters Towers, and in this way
the quotas both for the Flinders electorate
and the Charters Towers electorate were
maintained. The bottom fell out of copper
mining following the declaration of war in
1914, and hundreds of men were thrown out
of emplovment As the war proceeded and
the necessity arose for the increased use of
copper. thousands of men flocked to the
Tlinders electorate. Copper boomed and dif-
ferent shows were opened to produce this
special metal to supply war-time needs. It
slumped again in 1918, and automatically
thousands of men left the Flinders clectorate.
Tater Mount Isa opened, a mining boom
occurred, and from 2,000 to 3.000 people
focked back to Mount Isa. What is the use
of the Government referring to the present
figures in connection with the Flinders elec-
toral roll in support of their contention for
a new electoral quota? It appears to be the
intention of the Government to revert to

Mr. Bruce.]
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the vicious system of past days by the estab-
lishment of a Queen street Government to
the detriment of country interests. If the
Attorney-General would frankly state that he
would instruct the proposed commissioners to
allow the full 20 per cent. above or below the
quota in connection with Northern and
Western electorates so that the people might
have adequate representation, then I am
quite satisfied that members of the Opposi-
tion would be content.

The ArrorNeY-GENERAL: They must use
their own discretion.

Mr., BRUCE: That is the point. We have
no assurance that an adequate quota will
be given to Northern and Western electo-
rates., I am not arguing so far as my own
electorate is concerned. It is a Northern
clectorate possessing 7,700 elictors.

The Premier recently stated that an exten-
sion of leases had been made to pastoral
lessees in the public interest. The Western
squatters and selectors and men engaged by
them ‘require adegquate representation in
Parliament, It has been stated time after
tinte that wool is, and has becn, the salva-
tion of Queensland and Australia. The
raisers of wool are entitled to every con-
sideration and the full benefit of the 20 per
cent. quota should be extended to the pas-
toral areas in the forthcoming redistribu-
tion. Just as it is in the public interest to
extend pastoral leases to assist in the pro-
duction of wool, so it is in the public interest
to give the people in these areas adequate
representation so that their interests will be
fully represented in Parliament.

There has been much talk about electoral
quotas. The quotas in connection with the
Legislative  Council elections in  Victoria
have not been altered for many years. The
largest quota there is something like 80,000
in the mctropolitan arvea, and the lowest
5,000 in the country areas. If the metro-
politan constituencies were distributed on
the same basis as the country electorates,
they would have another ten or fifteen
Labour representatives. We do not want to
continue any unfair system of representation
of the people.

Auch has been said on the cconomy aispoct
¢f the Bill. The saving effceted will be tha
salaries of ten members at £500 a year, or
£5,000 in all. That saving is being boosted,
and £5,000 for four years will bs £20,000.
That is just about the amount Mr. McGill
will reccive from the Government for his
scrvices for the past two years. VYot we
have the pres- supporting this Bill as effect-
ing a worth-while saving! I believe that
meimbers of Parliament, not only on the
Governmeoernt but on the Opposition side as
well, a‘e stuupeded by the press, Wa
attach too much credence to their statement:.
and act accordingly. The press has created
the impression that members of Parliament
arc not ordinary reasonable business men.
They are corntinually making derogatory
statements about members of Parliament;
and those statements are accepted by the
public.  The press will next say that fifty
men -can carry on the work of Parliament
as effectively as sixty-two, and later it will
go a step further, and say that the country
can do without them altcgether. DMembers
of Parliament should vefuse to be stam-
neded by the press. We are representatives
of the people as a whole; and I am quite
vertain that we arce a reflex of the average

T#r. Bruce.
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intelligenge of the people, and that we can
compare favourably with any other section
of the people. If seventy-two members were
necessary to carry on the work of Parliament
in the past when the populaticn of this Htate
was only one-half what it is to-day, then
there is no sane or logical reason why the
same number is not necessary to-day.

In regard to the guestion of picking the
ten seats which will be affected, there are two
ways of looking at the matter. Individually,
the reduction will damage some of the mem-
bers on this side, because one or two, or pro-
bably three, of us may be contesting a plebis-
cite for an electorate, but it will not damage
the Labour Party as a whole. One person
will have to win the plebiscite for that seat,
but let me say definitely that no Bill which
the Attorney-General, the Treasurer, or the
Premier may introduce can make the people
vote the Nationalist way. It does not matter
what redistribution takes placs, or how many
electorates are cut out, the Government have
no power to make the people votc in any
particular direction. As a matter of fact,
there is such a healthy hatred of the Govern-
ment and their actions during the past two
veats that, irrespective of how the electorates
are constituted, the Labour Party will be
returned with a majority in the next Parlia-
ment. Some of us may not be here after the
next election, but there will be a majority
in this House pledged to the Labour Party.

The Premier says that the commission,
when appointed, will not be interfered with
by the Government. I recall that, when I
was speaking quite recently, the Premier
interjected: “ You won’t have a seat left.”’
That, coming from the Premier, might lead
to the inference that the Premier would
influenca the commission. The question of
whether I have a seat left or not is my busi-
ness. If I cannot get one, well and good; if
T can, all the better. The point is that no
Iseislation introduced by this Government
¢on vrovent the return of the Labour Party
with a majority at the next election. If hon.
members opposite had .the wonderful confi-
dence which they say they possess after two
sossions in office, why is it they have mnot
given a glad message to the people, telling
them what has been done towards improving
their conditions? Why has no member of
the Government heen out cn the platform
since the last election date?

The TreEASURER : That is not correct.

Mr. BRUCE: Has the hon. gentleman
addressed a public meeting at Wynnuin?

The Tre:3URER: I have.
Mr., Kexxv: So have 1.

Mr. BRUCE: Then I withdraw so far as
the hon. gentleman is concerned. When I
said that no man on the opposite side had
been out on the public platform I was under
the impression that the hon. member for
Bulimba was the only hon. member who had
addressed a public meeting since the election.

Hon. members on both sides have been say-
ing that they will win. My point is that the
Government have no confidence in them-
selves, otherwise they would have spread the
glad message, because I can assure them that
people outside do not know of their good
deeds !

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: How many meet-
ings have you addressed? :
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My, BRUCE: Twenty-three in the metro-
politan electorate and fifteen or sixteen dur-
ing recent visits to the North, These meet-
ings have been much appreciated. The chief
question asked is usually: “When are you
going to get that mob out who are on the
Government benches at the present time?
The thing that people up north fear is an
extension of the term of Parliament to five
yvears. They say: “ God save us from an
extension to five years! If we have to put
up for another two years with the present
Government, we shall be eating onc another.”
So long as they get the opportunity of deal-
ing with the Government at the polls, they
will be quite satisfied. Whether certain indi-
viduals in this Chamber come back to Parlia-
ment or not, the fact remains that no Bill
introduced by the Attorney-General will stop
the Labour Party from getting back on the
Government benches the first time the
electors have an opportunity of expressing an
opinion at the polls.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You are boasting.

Mr. BRUCE: When the redistribution
took place prior to the 1923 elections, the
S Lourior’ and  the ** Daily Mail " said
that the commissioners had strengthened
Labour seats outside Kennedy, and had
made the Rennedy seat safe for the
Nationalist. I won the Kennedy in 1923.
Again the Tory press said that one seat
that would be recovered by the Nationalist
Party in 1326 was the Kennedy seat. I won
it in 1926, and again in 1929; and in 1929
T increased my majority by 800 per cent. I
ack the Attorney-General, therefore, to with-
draw the statement that I am boasting. I
am reflecting the views and opinions of the
people outside; and I say to members of the
Government Party that they know they are
not popular. Personally some of them may
be quite popular, but they are mot popular
as politicians. The Secretary for Labour
and Industry is not popular. I happen to
live at Morningside, and the hon. gentle-
man is not popular even with the ladies at
Morningside. No alteration of the elector-
ates by any form of redistribution will
save the Government. It would have been
hetter for them. to have goune to the polls
without a redistribution of seats, taken
their beating like gentlemen, and suffered
the conscquences of the sins they have com-
mitted during the last two years while in
charge of the Treasury benches. If they
had done that, it would have raised the
opinion of the people outside in regard to
politicians, They would then have said
that the Nationalists had acted like gentle-
men, as the Labour Party did when they
were in office.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra) [9.28]: 1 wish
to say a fow words on this Bill before it
goes through. The agitation for the redis-
tribution of seats by cutting out ten mem-
bers comes mostly from the Tory press, the
object keing to get rid of the Labour repre-
sentatives, if they possibly can, and to retain
the present Government on the Treasury
benches. When we consider the agitation of
the Tory press for the reduction of govern-
mental expeuses, we realise that they have
not cut down the costs of advertising at all.
The pcople want to wake up to the atti-
tude of the Tory press in conneciion with
thiz campaign. They cry out about the
expense of Government, when thev them-
sclves have not taken any steps to reduce
the advertising charges.
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The question of expenditure in connection
with the electoral roll is another matter to
be considerad. The Attorney-General has
made a regulation increasing the charge for
electora! rolls from 1s. to 2s. per roll, which
is a most iniquitous price.

I have taken out a few figures in connec-
tion with the electorates. There are sixteen
members in the Nerth and North-west of
Queensland, representing electorates with an
area of 361,008 square miles. We should
all realise that the North and North-west
portions of Queensland are entitled to
proper representation,

The House adjourned at 9.30 p.m.





