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1931~ 

C. 'Iaylor, 1\'i:?d"cr) 
)J.l 

;:;-~_-u-c .:HLIJ Go \THX' ,.... .c\ss..rsT, :,:c:E ro 
-Ti~R:-.~ D--.:ro~Lon::; 1x PRn~Ar-:.Y PRo 

D'..:Cth::3 B_·~.sK CJ -~L . ..illU.LI.L 

"0 r '' :.3:' 
:),_' 1 c.'L'lQJ':V 

"In c. lncctio~l 'uiti1 
·-l'.Y Produe.:crs 

ho fail~n'•J of 
I3ank of Aus-

1. Is ~- \\·c=uo th •.t brJnc:ht of this 
est ',lJli ·Lr_::d at St. Ccorgo 

mbo.,ndi -~ 

3. \YiJl lhn GoYefll?1lCnt 

:rnakf11;; ayailabl_ financial 
tion these 
of Prin1r-.ry 
_..\u -~ralia arc wouud up?" 

T. ,0 :" ~~CH1~T) TrY FOH, 
.LUX (l-Ion. R. :.t 

"2. 
-d10 ~nbj•_H 
1_ lo::.·~d~ (,£ 
~ll JJ~lC f'U'1CS 

the affairs 
Bank of 

•; 3. It }s not usual to disclcs--' Govcrn­
nLLt po1.i( Ill L nsv:cr io : qu -..:hr:n." 

CA:sE L\:SD ASSIGN:>IEJ'iTS TO FARLE!Gl! AXD 
Crx Crx Sl~G'i.B<.\!JLL~. 

}h. BRAXD (Burntm) ask~d the Secre­
tary for L\griculturo-

it a fact that the Farlcigh 
lw_ l;-r:n vra11t~d nn adfll­

tional arc;; of land for. a.csignm .nt under 
the H<•gulction of Sugar CallG Prices 
r\('t; if so, vrhut Wf!S the aroa '? 

" 2. \Yas this e.Tca granted on the 
applications of individual farnwrs, and, 
if not, on whose a.pplication? 
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"3. "\Yhat tonn«gcs of unle v. ere har­
YDSted lost S0,~'son at Far](·igh and G111 
Gin mill", respectively? 

"4. Why \Yas Gin Gin mill, "~ith a 

srn . .tll tonnage of cane and a hcaYy finan­
cial re .ponsibility to the Crown, rcfusecl 
permis,ion to sub--titutc a :--;,1all arta of 
~L~f:;ignrncnt? 

" 5. lJocs h~ suprJOrt the poh _ ~· of tLr! 
bo:-~rd in ppurcnt di:3crirninaiion 
betw•"cn mill areas? 

" 6. If not, \Yill he take action to rec­
tify any a~101nalicJ oxi~ting :in th(:' assig-u­
nient of ca:nc arccts as fix> d lY\' the 
C.ntral C::tnc Prices Bo:."·J ':" · 

The SECRET"I.HY FOR P'CBLIC IX­
S'l'RUCTIOl\' (Hon. H. l\L J:.in:r. J;r,ou). 
for the SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1:'L~ 
TLRE (_flon. l-I. F. V\'a1kcr. Cooro ·a], 
repUt'd- -

" 1. Ye• ; 1.250 acres. 
"2. Un the applic "tion of the gcne:-ral 

nutnngcr. Farleigh Co-operatiY~ Sn,t,rlr 
J\Ii])i,,g- Compan.', Limited. 

,; 3. Farleigh harYE'f,~ed lrt~t :-,·a!"( ll 
76.810 tons, und Gin Gin lu:tp,-psT:~·d 
37,050 tone, 

,; 4. I a1n not U"'\Yarc o£ the rLf'~Dn. :1:'. 
the rnatter cf a~clgnmcnL lie~· solely at 
the di~· retion of the C1_·ntral ~lH!-tr Cflne 
Prices Board. ~ 

"5. I Jo not support a pollcy of dis­
rri!uinn tion bP.t\Ycf' 1 n1il1 arc ~l" if co~­
ditiolls an~ '"i111ilar. 

'' 6. Auio!l. is contcnlplatec1 ·hich it 
1"' hoped \rill ha~, e the desired C'ffccr. '' 

_icJ.·rox Ol PcLICE 1x RE BnoTHEL Ix GLAD­
sroxE RO-\D. H.OCKHA ·TTO'·;. 

~.Ir. DLI:\LUl (Roclcham ~to·:) c_:--kcd the 
Iforne Scc,_·dary- ... ' 

'· 1. Is ho aware that I ca1ltd at. f e 
Rockharr~pion Polic.; Station as 1nen1-
~"l' for Rorkhan1pton on !\lond\:Y nlOr'l­

in~J 24th _.:\~uf-ust, 1831, to nL·:;:e sonH~ 
lnq•1ir.i"s on 1-·,half o£ ?.lL a~~d _\Irs. \V. 
Bonifc1c,~. and that v.-hnc 111,: 1._illf" th~: ,,e 
iu1uiries I. and throngh me this Les-isla~ 
tiYc Asc,,mbly and the cl(ClOl'S whom I 
represent were gross]·· insulteJ by 
Inspector er l-1 ara, wbo calL_ J a witr:t··" 
into the room immcdiatl'l· I started to 
fDC'ak to hin1, and \vhcn · I a2kcd him 
' hat th.~ v. itnr"s had l- .'rn called :a 
fo1~. he ,lid, 'You arc t.H nnreliablp 1nan. 
&nd I < :tnnot trust you' ? 

"2. \Yill he see that I cirho. 
fr()L1 In ;pcctor O'I-Iara a \Yritte~l 
for -To·~ il,·u1t. or that this 
tor inallc(liately transferred 
my electorate? 

"3. \Vith r,•fncncc to hi~ a1 ,. Cl' 
J.tj quc·tion Xo. 6, a kctl c '1 the 3rd 
Sceptcmber, 1931, re In pc .:or ( l'Har.· 
is he awa:'c that Ir· }lector O'llara 
ll1ldcr no circurnstnEccs what,oc-..TE'r ask.ed 
me t0 put 1ny cornplaint in \Yriting r0 
Constable J enks, but thrrt he told me i!< 
a very n btnpt I?CYlPrnJ w":.,~ ' i± I had 
anything to toll bin1 to put san1e 111 
\Vriting ' - " 

The HO;\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J~ C. 
Peter·on, X or.nrmby) replied-

,, 1. I mn i:~form~d b~.~ Inspector 
O'Hara thet he did not. mak<: the 
remarks attributed to him. 

"2. Instructions have been giv<'n 
rh<· hon. member be treated with 
c0urtcsy to \vhich his position entitle> 
him, 

'; 3. Xo.n 

.~Lc~•;LD DrHERE::-;TL\L TREATiiiE::-;r OF BANKS 
BY GDVERKi\IENT. 

::\1r. BRCCE (11. rmlcll:,r) asked the Trca­
~.:;urer-

" 1. \Vhy did tho Treasurer ,,ot a~sist 
the Pri1narv Producers and FcdeTal 
Deposit Banks? 
"2~ Is it correct that a special C.1binct 

meeting was held on Sui1day. following 
a run on the Qu,.,nsland Deposit Bank 
on Saturday l.::lorning? 

" 3. \Vas this hurried action taken 
because l\,1;-, Kelso, member for Xnndah, 
ancl other 1ne1nbers of the GoYel'Dinent 
we "·o heavv holders in the Quc,.nsland 
Deposit B~nk '! 

"4. Do memb· rs of the G"v"rnment 
condone this action?" 

The TREASPRER (lion. W. H. Darnes, 
lr!Jm:wn) replied-

" 1. I was not afforUcd an opportu­
nity bv either of those bank~ of assist­
ino: th~m before thev clo,ed their <'.oars. 
~\; the Primary Pro.ducers Dank c.uried 
.m bu,incss in other States. it \vould not 
have -been po~··:.ibb for thi State alone 
to do anything to a' crt the cri is in the 
affairs of that bank. 

·' 2. In conscqut·ncc of events which 
a~ c.UJT0d on thr morning of Saturda:c, 
the 5th instant, in coniu._•ction with the 
Brisba.ne l'crmanent Builc'ing and Bank­
ing qo1npn~y~ Lirnitc·c~~ ~nd the Qutcns; 
land Dcpos1t B cuk, Lmuted, I ".rrangon 
for rcpresl ntat] \',.._'., of those ins~itutions 
:tnd of th8 Commo'"wPalth Bank cf Aus­
tralia and the trading- banks to n1cct 1110 
on 8ur,da \' aftl rnoon to di-:;cuss the 
position. I~ an1 yery thankful to say that 
th:· re::>ult of 111 'l action was entirely 
satisfactory, 8 s tl~:._' announc cn1C11t v hich 
I was en:,bled to brc1dcast' and to uake 
to the press as the outcome of the con­
ference had the desired effect of allaying 
auv fear \Yhich nutv hasc c::i ,tcd as to 
th~ financial stabil{t,~· of the two insti~ 
tutions I ha,·o named. This is proved 
b' the fact that the bucinc'5 of ~hose 
i1lstitutions as' n1nocl nor.~.nal ( O~lditions 
on 1\londav morning. A mretin" of the> 
c~.binct \\~a~ held nfter the conference, 
at "~hich I reported the rcsttlt uf the 
rrcti·m taken by me. 

"3. ~\ly action Fas taken solely in the 
interests of the public, and with th ~ 
object of aYcrting the dis~' _;trous cousc­
quenccs which \YOnld haYc folJo~<cd a 
continuance of the condition:; vYhich prc­
Yailcd on f!'Lturdrry morninp:. The fa.ct 
th; t any members of P D rli D mc1t may, 
or may not, haYt~ been intcr~'-:\t'cd in 
either of the institutions did not cntc;· 
i1:to my calcuktions. I am surpri :·~d 
at the hon. member <Eking such a 
que'~tion. 

"4. I have no hesitation in s,-lyir~ 
that not onlv members of the GoYcrn~ 

but nll n1C111bcr:3 of ParllalnE·nt 
be prcpc,n•d to support me, or 

unv other l\1inister, in taking- st0ps to 
(1 r:'c t what 111jght haYe develOped into-
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fwanci ·] crisis. It may prob· 
interest the hon. member to lmGw 
a\! shades of political opinion have 

(0mplin10ntcd rue upon t'ho action taken. 
Appar(•ntly th8 ho:::t. member i, o~e o£ the 
fe·w y,-ho do not approyc of \Yn:tt was 
done., 

:vir. BRCCE (K cnncdy), without notice, 
a:~kecl the Trca-,urcr~ 

"If the Federal Dcpo~it Bank and the 
Primary Produ .ers Bank open their 
doors, will he offer the came assistance 
to them that he offered to tlL Quec·m· 
land Deposit Bank?" 

The ~rnEASTJRER (Hon. \Y. H. Bal'ncs. 
1r yn ;,1()n) replied-

" No financial assistance was offcc.·d.'' 

Mr. BHUCE: If the·· open their doors. will 
~·ou giYe th_ same ao,:.;istance, or guarantee 
tl!ein? 

The TREAST)RER: The hon. member 
n1ust not ::tns"rcr tho question for n1e. I 
!r1u~'.., a'~S"\vcr it for m;,Helf. If I can do any­
thjng to -tssist either of the hanks n'!.cntioned 
b·· the hon. member-and I loa', e alreadv 
notified them to th 1.t effcd-I shrrll he on]\' 
too pleasc'd to do it. I am not ,,-ithout hope· 
that in tl1e case of cnc of thc1n son1ethiup; 
JJ,ay still be clone, and I , .. hall a.ssist all I 
e, n in that direction. 

PRF~s s·r.\TE_.~E:'\'r I~ HE Lo.\N FOR RELIEF OF 
LT:\DlPLOY~IE:\T. 

Mr. BRCCE (Ii cnncdy) asked the 
Treusur~~r-

" J. Is tlw state:mcnt correct 1.·:hich \\'aS 

published in the JWC ss recently that the 
Premier was '-· :king ihe Loe.n Council for 
a rniDion to relic-; e un:31npJo~7n1ent? 

"2. Is the following stat<·mcnt pub· 
lishccd in rho 'Daily Mail' on 6th Sep· 
tcrnber correct?- ' 

'The Gov nmont hac in the Com· 
mo,1wc tlth Bank in Brisbane £1,500,000, 
an! it is stated on the best "utlwrih 
th·rt whatcnr sum is nee ,arv will be 
mrrde availabl' to the banks.' 

"3. If this stntcn1ont is correct, was it 
1:.adc to ,euppot·t the Qnoewlancl Dcpo.,it 
Dflnk of ··chich Mr. Kelso, ::ILL.A .. is 
rnana,in X director, and rnnny Qoyern­
rncnt 111C'n1bcr.) aro Lcavy holders?" 

The TRE ARrRER (Hon. W. }L Barne 
Tr :•o "" ,, ) replied-

" 1. The Pr,rn1ier is cndeayoudng to 
obtain thi" St:Jtc's proportion of un~ 
loan which the Loan C •urL'il ma· 
f'nrr 'c~I raising for the rcU0f o.f 
uncn!])1oymcnt.'· 

"2. No. , Sn.ch st1-lr'm0nt \VH,t;;; not 
authorised by me as Treasnrel· vf the 
St'ate. 

"3. Sec o.ns1vcr to No. 2." 

RAIL\\ !.Y Co:.:sTRUCTION Cc:3TS. 

::Wr, P. B"'RNES (Warwick): I desire 
h_) ask 8ccrctary for Raill,·ays if he can 
gi,·c JT·' a reply to the following qu' stion, 
,,.hich I "ddrcsscd to him on the 8th in· 
stant :-

" 1. \Yllat as the total length of 
rtilwac·s roJ,stnrcted up to year ended 
1913·14: -(a) Capihl expenditure on 
same; and (u) average co3t per mile? 

" 2. Total length of railwa: cOn· 
structcd since 1914·15 to June, 1931:­
(11) Capihl c·10t oxrended; and (b) aver­
age cost per 1nilo? 

" 3. \\'h.1t amount has been 
to revenue for all rail·ways for 
ard repa1r.'"_, cic., frorn date 
btrur·tion to J unc, 1931 ( 

charged 
r-:;ne"\va]s 
of con· 

" 4. \Vhat was tho cost of Roma StrePt 
Railway Station freehold from tunnel 
to Red Hill? 

"5. \Vhat was the cost of Central 
Raik·av Station freehold from tunnel to 
tunnel?··' 

The SECRETARY 
(Ilon. Godfrcy ::norgan, 

" 1. 4,570 miles. 
£6,271. 

FOR RAIL IN.'\. YS 
J:lurill. ) rcplicd­
(a) £22,655,1c6; (b) 

"2. 1.8JO miles. (a) £1(: ':28,083 
(approx.); (b) £8,793 (approx.). 

" 3. £29,523,944 from 1Li31 to 1931 in­
rlusiYe. The information prior to 1881 
is not onailable. 

" 4. £26,618. A considerable portion 
of Rorrm str.cct 1ailway yard was Crown 
land, for which no compensation was 
paid. 

"5. £37,313. The main an. for Ccu­
tral Station was part of a school ruorvo, 
for 1:rLich no compensation \Vas paid." 

PAPERS. 

The fo\iowing papers wBre laid '>n the 
table:-

Rcgu],ation under " The Elections Acts, 
1915 to 1930." 

Order in Council nnder "The Supremo 
Court Act of 1821." 

ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I.:'\T· 
STRUCTIO:\' (Hon. R. M. King, Logan) 
[2.4 1]: I bog to move-

" That the IIous,: \Yill meet for the;· 
de .patch of business at 10 o'clo;;k a. m, 
on Friday in each week, terminating each 
sitting at 5.30 o'clock p.m. All provisions 
of Sesoional Order of 22nd July la:.t shall, 
n1utatis rnutandis, continue to apply," 

Tn rnoving this motion, the Gov'-rnmcnt ar~1 

merely follo'·;ing the procedu·re laid down in' 
~.Jrr110r years. The motion is pr .. ctica1b 
jdcntical \Yith a rnotio:n rnovcd last year for 
a, similar purpc ,e and at the samr ;tage of 
the scssiun. There is a considE~rable arnount 
of Goyernment business yet to bo tran· rctod, 
and it will depend a guod deal upon hon. 
members whether it will be necessary to 
utilise Friday as a sittin;; day or not. 

?.fr. KrRWAN: Is it. intended to cit on 
Fril~-:ty this ,yeck? 

The RECRE'fARY EOR PUBLIC IN­
STRGCTION: No, and it may not be ncces­
"1l'Y to sit on the follo,xing Friday. The 
Go 1 Tnment are merely ta.king action in case 
it is no~,':;sary to utilise Friday as an extra 
sitting day. I hope that it will not be neces­
sary, but at the same time it will be far 
better to ha., e an additional sitting day than 
carry tho session into the hot weather. '.rho 
Jnotion is simply considering the convenience 
and comfort of hon. mernbcis generally, and 
we aro simply following the usual procedure 
adopted in the past. 

Hon. R. M. King.] 
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~Mr. PEASE (if, r"Jert) [2.46] 
·' :=-.; ot fonnal " sin1ply to get the 
·\Yhich the Deputy Prc1nier has 
desired kno· just ho\Y 

the Covcl'HDlc;nt to 
(\. 

pas(\cd. 

ELE~'TOR L DETFIC'Iu BlLL. 

t[l,ken. 
-:ase of the Flindcrs elcr.toratr. 

.... 4..ttorncv-Gc:ncral n1ade such 
yes(erd · H is true t~1ut 

last of tun t 
h.d (lUOL of , 
~ay, jt had the~ IYbolo 1nunbcr of 

clec:cors that the Flinders dcc~orate as a 
seat ,~as entitle::! to haYo. But the 

of H:.c coppcr-tnining ind1vtry Jneaut 
that that seat, which had 5.000 odd elector> 
at tho time of the last redistribution, lost 
<tnitc ~ number of per plc, who \vcre forced to 
lea vo the district, and r'aturally the elec­
torate fell below its quota. That applies 
to many other electorate· in the same way. 
If Flinders is redistributed on tllC' present 
:,.'S~"·,--thnt Js to StlX, jf, lJcC'aURC it }JUS for 
the time being fall"~' belo·,. the pro;;er (lUOia 

of a country clectoratq and other territory 
ha_-, to be at>~r:-~1 to it t"':l n1Hke up th0 quat'' 
--it 1nay have to bf' redistrlbutrd a:.:ain in <l 
yr1:~-T's tin1e if v r:; are to preserve the quota 
svstem and the Idea of on·~ vote one value. 
\Vith a sudden increase in the price of 
copper or of silwr-lead, or of both, we 

[Mr. Pease. 

H~i~~ck·n; 
lllOllili.; 

quota. i go as far a that. 
in1 pl·o -cnH_ n t 1 pro-

gencrally-lvith a increase 111 tl18 

pri 0 of 1 -ool .. 1nd a proper advance the 
price of metals-every seat in 
and :\'" orthern Queensland would 
from 10,000 to, in the ca"e of 

cl.·c·tor ;_lrH.1 v •:del. 
6,000 l:ec .. use of dcplctiooo. 

not roqni1·o any great stretch of 
tion to reali'e that th"t could happen. 

GRnJSTOXE : doe it f";)ll1e that 
js Lolow qtu ~CL lJOW? 

':rake Iny 
in noi:-t. 

Rnc1 
had '',3CJ 

bf'C"'~tt-:c f --I Jl'i:':s . nd 
y,·otc t!1cn jn the 

to be removed from 
tho clcctorrd e down to 
~ cm~n~·-,··p c lcctor~:te-

Torrens Crce1;::, S' :tnl­

h.:d to be .C"lt ont in 
electorate ?hou ld not 
Sirr ~ lhcn condition;:; 
Tho clu:tcrate a"c th~ 

and id1mcdintolv th:1t 
arrange-d ~ jt-3 

It ·was tLen n 
To-day, bec<....,uso of tb 

1~:cl be ca~1 -'.:.' of U 2 
price '-ool on top of that, 

nlcctornto ic in the ,,-orst C')ndition that it 
has bct1 ll in ~ince I baYE~ kno\YTI it) and that 
is over twcntv --o"rs. Probablv it is in the 
IYOl ::,t conditiOn as regard;:: Hi0 nun1 bcr of 
votcTs that it has been in for fortv or lift:· 
y~·ar:". All those factors go to show tlwt 
1-he.'-'C! t='lt:l:torateg are not normal. I an1 not 
~tatin~· n1y o1vn case out of f'elfishnes~. hut 
as a rc'·son \Yhv rcdiPtributions can take 
place to-dav, arld \'i.rith an alteration in 
n1arkct prices for our prilnar .. :- products 
a redistribution can be equally necessary 
within six or twelve months' time. If you 
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add to tho Grogory olectorate to-day to 
make up this quota, it may be nocos·ary to 
inclurlc in the Gregory a further 60,000 
square miles of country; but immediately 
there is a rdurn of good seasons-immedi­
ate!•- there is rrn increase to a p.cyable price 
fr>r wool-then thoro .:ill bo at least 3,000 or 
4. 000 poop] o oyer the quota in that elec­
torate; so obYiously thcoe redistribution· 
that are allegecl to be •o necessary from 
time to time adjust themselveJ if you take 
periods one \Yith the other. Stations in the 
doctorate that I represent aro employing 
the fewest number of employee that theY 
han; done for forty years. Th1t applies in 
<Jlmost e\ et;· case. Selectors are employ­
ing nobody because they cannot afford to 
pay wages. They re in the hands of banks 
in many ea es, and are reduced to tho barest 
nt:ccssities. Because of that local authori­
ti(c, ha.-c had to cut their staffs down to the 
irreducible minimum. As a general result 
business in these places is at a standstill. 
:Yfen and women employed in business have 
had to go to the coast in search of a living. 
In many cases they have had to join the 
throne; on the dole. The people and wage 
workc·rs generally in that electorate and in 
similar other western electorates have been 
driven to the cities. A redistribution in the 
caFe of these -..vcstcrn electorates is being 
made at the worst possible time, and because 
of the factors that I have mentioned it is 
only a temporary one at best. 

The second principle contained ·in this 
Bill is that of .a reduction of members from 
seYent.v-t,vo to sixty-bvo. One might well 
ask what was the reason for reducing the 
number of members in the first place. \Yas 
it cconmny '? 

We were told bv !'he :Minister when intw­
ducing the 'Bill "that public opinion was 
definitelv in favour of a reduction of mem­
bers: b~n. if '' ' accept that as a fact-if 
the public arc desirous, as the J\Iinistc'r 
alle;;cc;, of reducing the number of mem­
ber~~-..>:hy i~ it that cYory nc\Y~paper q,rticle 
-which is supposed to represent public 
opinion~urgcs a reduction in the cost of 
government? A reduction in the cost of 
goYernmcnt and a reduction in the numlwr 
of members of the Legidlative Assembly are 
not nececcsarily the same thing. If a reduc­
tion in the cost of gDvcrnn1cnt is rcallv 
wlnt' public opinion 1s aimc·l at-and I 
believe the .'tmosphcre has boon created by 
ne~v.spa pers for a reduction of parli·anH"" +.a.ry 
government and other reductions of a Fimilar 
naturb-ho\Y does that desire on the p.c.rt of 
a section of the public for reduced govern­
mcntn l exl)L'nditurc square w-ith the objective 
of the GoYcrnmont in this Bill of reducing 
the number of members? That reduction in 
the number of members will save the cowl­
try £5,000 a year; but in itc place is to 
bo pnt a LegislatiYe Council, whid1 will 
caucc an expenditure of £7,000 a year. 

A GovERX}IE!\T J\IEMB:u: \Yho told :;on 
that? 

:\ll-. POLLOCK: That is the plan as out­
lined b the pap0rs; and experience has 
shown us that the plans the p prrs out line 
to-day arc the GoYernment policv of to­
morrow. Certainly the plan outiined 111 

this particular reduction of members is 
alleged to !;''. one for which tho paJ?o1:s 
haY\~ bPen <....~King for ;;;on1e tinJo; and ODYl­
omlv ,,-hat thPv a ked for vc-sterdav to 
sornC C'>.:tent is the Governmc~t's app~rent 
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polic~· to-day. As I said, the L··~Jislativc 
Council woulcl cost an e:nra £7,000 a year; 
so, while o~_1 tho one hn.nd the Gcn_~rnruent 
arC r~.._.ducing Hl"Illbers c,ufficicmt]y to ~ J.Y8 
£5,000 a year, they propc,c; on the other 
hand not only to .,,,,aste tl'-lt £5.000 a , car. 
but tc udd the expenditure Of nnoihcr £2

1
0LJ 

rr ,v-:or to it in order to esbblieh the 
LegislatiYe C\nu::cil. The poi:nt I \Y nt to 
make is that, if. as the :\1inistcr public 
opinion i:; in frn .... .llt' of rcducbon goYC1Tl-

rnc'1tnl c~1s~s, then it is ollYious that this 
pl.an, ,.-hich is a prduclc to th" establish­
nu::nt of an lJppcr I-Iou·- e, is an incr,~:J.·~o in 
the Lo.~t oi goYcrmncnt. Rncl does not n1ce .. 
the desires of public opinirn at all i11 that 
n::-gard. There arc onh- two big ViTays in 
\vhich Parlia1ncnt can crcat- a. reducbon in 
public or. g'OY(~rnmcntal cxpenc1iture~fir:stly, 
by a btg reduction of members, and. 
secondly, by a reduction in the salaries of 
the existing members; and for tlw sam•:c 
reason both of these schemes ha.-o been 
passed over by the Qoyermnent. \Vhv is 
that'! It is bcc'lU~e both these scheme;. if 
effected, would mean that Qoyernmrnt mem­
bers would have to rnake sorno sacriflce. 
If there were \Yhat the Minister alleges the 
public a~k for--a dcs1rc for genuine PcononrY 
effected by a reduction to thirty or forty 
members-quite a number of Government 
membt rs would ha Ye to go. If c~onomy wore 
effected by a reduction of salaries, then 
obviouslv all Gm-ernmcnt mcmbrrs would 
be forc€r1 to n-1 lke the sarnc sacrifice as 
Opposition members; that is to sav, if the 
reduction in expenditure were rl1adc on 
salaries alone, then obYiousl""V ever:v nlcinber 
of the I-Tou'e would be called upon to par­
ticipate in whatcYer cacrifice was made. 
But a sjmultaneous reduction of ten seats, 
toge'hcr with a redistribution, has partiallY 
soh·ed the problem for the Gm-ermnent anCl 
enabled them to say-not with anv degree 
of truth. but to deceiye the public into 
belieYing it-that renl cconotnv is being 
effected, \'\Then ,·"s greater gJvPn;rncntal ex­
penditure will be the result 'lfter the Legis­
loth-e Council has lcen established. 

HJ"'T "'>Ya ~ thi rech{__:tiO'l_ of trn s0nts 
arri y. d at 1 The hon. member for Toombul 
said qnitc frankly the other nio:ht. " After a 
great deal of inYostigation we ftxed on a 
reduction of ten seats as the right number." 

:i\.1'·. H. M. RUS;'ELL: I dcnv that. I ne.-cr 
Stid it. • 

J\-Tr. POLLOCK: "Han,ard '' reports the 
hon. n1ember as having said ~o. 

"-lr. J:I. M. RLiSELL: Mr. Speaker, I ri e 
to n po1nt of. order. I baYe denied baYing 
made the ctawmc11t, and the hon. member 
for Gre"or::- should accept my denial. 

M1·. SPE'"KER: The hon. member for 
Toombul having denied haYing m'cde the 
statement. the hon. member hr Greo:ory 
must accept his denial. C· 

Mr. POLLOCK: Ccrtainlv I have no 
objection to accepting his dc~ial. That is 
quite a proper thing- to do; but I want to 
point out that, \Vhiist ac.;epting his clcni~l 
that he did not sac- that. I clip:x-l from 
" Han'ard " this morning the report d 
what he i~ cr£'ditec1 with savinu. In answer 
to an interjection by rr10- u o 

'' Ifo·~' 1vns that nurnber arriYcd ::tt ?" 
the l on. member said-

" That number has been arriYNl at 
after a great deal of inYestigation." 

Af r. Pollock.] 
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And, although I accept his denial, I heard 
him &ay it. (Opposition laughter.) Why 
would there be any need for an investigation 
to that extent if this was the simple effect 
of an economy? I say deliberately that the 
inv-e,tigation was made to ascertain just 
what reduction~ 1\'ould disturb Nationalist 
intei·ests lea,,t and injure Labour interestc 
most. I believe that was the basis UlJOil 

\',hich this invrotigation wa• made. 'l'he 
inv-estigation proved that a reduction of ten 
seats could be made without injurin" the 
Nationalist Party to any extent whilst inflict­
ing the greatest possible injury on Labour. 
I believe that the investigation, which the 
hon. member for Toombul is reported as 
L y[ug said waP. Jll--,,lc .. ~ho cd that: if :nore 
than ten 8eats ,,·ere cut out, some Nahona­
li•,t seats would have to go. Obviously, if 
n1orc thau ten were cut out, son1e Nationa­
J:st seats would have to go. I propose to 
[Jrov-e that statement. If fewer than ten 
seats were cut out, not enough Labour seats 
would be' cut out to make sure of the success 
of the Gm·ernment at ihe next election­
that is. in their opinion, althoug·h in redis­
tributiJ1g schemes Governments have proved 
that thev cannot always correctly gauge the 
f,eling of the public. Under this scheme I 
luelicve that ai' the very least eight se 1ts 
out of the ion that will be cut out will be 
Labour se~ r: and I beJieq~ tlwt is why 
thP ten seats were agrePd upon. So far as 
I can see, and so far as I can learn from 
discussing the position with people who 
seem to know the intentions of the Govern­
nwnt, apparentlY it is intended that they 
shall lose at thn very utmost only two 
I'\ a: ionalist sert:l as against eight Labour 
serlt~. 

The ATTOR)(EY-GEKER\L: :\'ow you have 
b2rn makinp; inve tig-ations. 

Mr POLLOCK: I have been making 
inYc-tig-ation'3 into the investigations n1adc 
bv the Gov-ernment. Of the two Xahonalist 
seats to be cut cut, one is represedf'd by 
a member \Yho is likely to drop out of 
politics altogether. Rurnonr has i+- t 11at he 
1v<1~ going to 1etire fUJd hi, seat could be 
utilised in an endeavour to mcke safe-I sav 
"endeavour "-two seats at present held 
by X ationalists. The other seat is likely to 
be that of a genthcman ·,c ho is not v-ery 
popul ::r in ministerial circles, and \Yhon1 
they do not v-ery much mind losing, because 
of that fact. and because they wDuld pro­
bably lose him anyho\\ if he had to go to 
the election on his present boundm·ics. That 
is the hon. member for Kurilpa. 

l\Ir. CLAYTO~: Do v-ou think that ,·ou can 
beat Dick Bow? . 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member shows 
a knovdcc!gc of the desires of the Govern­
ment that is 'erv difficult to understand if 
it has not ah·ead~ been arranged .as to how 
the reclisteibution is to be made. It is an 
extraordinary thing that from time to time 
t,hc Premier and other Ministers, appar­
ently knowing just what seats are to be cut 
out before the redistribut.~on comm<ission 
begins its job, have been able to ask eight 
or ten members on this side of the House 
whether they will be able to defeat other 
members in a plebiscite. How do those 
Ministers know that the hon. members 
referred to will be called upon to contest 
a plebiscite if th8y do not know what seats 
are to be cut out 1 Their knowledge on that 
subject disclosf~s an extraordinary knowledge 
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of what the redi,tribution commission is 
likely to do. I am merely discussin'i what 
a number of Govern1nont n1crnbers have 
publicly hinted will be tho likely action of 
the corn1nission. 

The present state of parties in this House 
i:-:; : ;..~ f ;_ionalist-Conntry Party 46, Labour 26~ 
If tho propuoal of the Gm·ernment is carried 
out in the manner in which thev intend it 
shall bo c>trried out, then. on going to the 
electors, the numbers will bo ;:..:; ationalist­
Country J>, .rt:· 44 seats-if they lose only 
two sc1tr-and Labour 18 seats, if we lose 
eight seab, cas \Ye Clnticipate the Government 
intend. Then, we would hav-o to win fifteen 
s~ats to obtain a working 1najorlty in thi, 
H ou e, a majority of four being regarded 
by mo as a \Vorking majority. That \vou]d 
give the Ln hour Partv 33 to 29 on the other 
eide; but the redistribution and the rcdLrc­
tion in the number have been so arranged 
that Labour will hav-e to win six seats from 
the K ationalists in order to :ci-riv-o at ~he 
relative strength of partiPs that exists in 
the House to-day. I sngg<A in all sin­
cerity that the im-• •tigation referred to has 
beon made so that La!Iour will be placer! 
iE that position. If tho trnc proportion had 
been preserved to Labour in the proposed 
reduction, it would have been necessary to 
win o11ly ten seats instead of fifteen seats 
to pro\·ide u with a working n1ajorit~v in 
the ne ,. Parliament. That is 'ho difficultv 
\\·ith which Lahonr will be confronted bee aw~ 
of the reduction in the numhPr of members, 
\Yhich is to take place simultaneously ·with 
a redistribution of seats. That is the solo 
r0ason whv the proposal was 11grood to 
" afh·r a great deal of inYesti,gat.ion," to 
quote the reported remarks of the hon. 
member for Toombul. 

Mr. H. M. RL"SSELL: I never said any­
thin: of the sort. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If nee< ,sary. J can 
secure •• IIansard" to pro\TO tl,·1t thi" is 
how the hon. member is reported. I havo 
accepted his us~uranco that he did not say 
that, and will mere!:· content myself with 
assuring him th<lt that is how he has been 
reported. 

Mr. H. M. RLSSELL: Read the text of the 
report. 

J''lr POLLOCI(: Parlian101Jbny pro.ccdure 
insist, that I n cc(;1t the denonl of the> hon. 
member, hut I heard him make that 
rornark. 

The qw ,tion of the quota rs another 
important principle contained in the Bill. 
It would be necessan to arrive at the quota 
by dividing the number of electorates into 
the number of electors to retain the prin­
ciple of a uniform· quota, and, if that 
principle were to be preserved, each elec­
torate in the State would contain 8,029 voters. 
But that does not happen under this Bill. 

Tho princip~l of ono v-ote one v-alue is 
rec0gnised, and for many years has been 
recognised bY Australian Parliaments. In 
Victoria they go a great deal farther than 
w~ do in that respect. vVhy is that quota 
departed from in the case of country elec­
torates? Why is it that we have a 
smaller number of electors in electorates far 
removed from the seat of gov-ernment than 
we do in the city electorates? It is because 
we have always recognised that principle, 
which was contained in " The Electoral Dis­
tr·iots Act of 1910," which was passed by 
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Mr. Kidston. It was recog·nised in that Act 
that one Yoter in the citY at the seat of 
goYernment has more pull than one yoter 
in more remotely ~ituated electorates. 

The AT1'0RKEY-GENERAL: Do you accept 
that principle I 

:\h. POLLOCK: I do; and so does the 
hon. gentlcrr1a11. as it is contained in this 
Bill. . But, while the Govcrnm(jnt have 
accept ·d that .principle, they ha Ye departed 
from the umlorm quota. Ouce they have 
de)lartcd from the uniform quota they show 
that th-:y have rccornised that a Yoter in 
the city has more power,, more pull, and 
rnore mfluence m the affarrs of State than 
the Yoter >\ho is awa:• from the city. Aft··r 
havn1g rccogmsed and departed horn that 
princ1ple, the only que·.tion remains: How 
far should that departure be carried? I do 
not sa-. that I am speakino· the views of mv 
own party. I am speaking" my own personO:! 
Ylew when I say that I believe the margin 
ought to be at le:tst 33 per cent. I shall 
e:.dcavour to substantiate that by wyiug 
that ~ reprc.;ent an electorate that is approxi­
mate>;y 1,000 miles !rorn the seat of goycrn­
m,cm, winch coutams 106,000 square miles 
ot country, and which contains such towns 
as Boulia, \Vindorah, BirdsYille Bedouric 
Jundah, Stonehenge, Kynuna, ~nd all th~ 
other places known to the hon. member 
for \Vide Bay as "\Yoop-woop." They aro 
a long way from th scat of governrncnt. 
Xone of these little communities have ncvvo­
papcrs to state thPir ca~c. 1\s a n1atter of 
fact, only one ncwspap-:r is pl'jntcd in tho 
electorate I rcprcsc"'t. Hon. me 'llbcrs vvill 
see fron> that that people in remote places 
snch e.: that, ,,-Ithout even a nE'\Yspapcr to 
ad', ocat _ their claiu1s. situated "\\ ccks from 
the scat of [_;'OYl·rnm( Ut by letter and da1."S 
a~ le,~st b~ :~croplane co~nmunication, ca~1-
nct be exvccted to r-x:rcise the same influencG 
ou public affairs as a si1nilar number of 
Yotors in tho city would do. I suggest to 
the Govcrnmc 1t that the Bill should include 
e. pruYiso allowing the redistribution com­
mission when delineating these electorates 
to take into consideration the principle of 
remoteness from the seat of government and 
to hko into account that principle 'to a 
greater extent tha_n 20 per cent. To say 
the t !he electors m Bouha have the same 
influence in goyernmental affairs or get the 
same repre'"'ntation in Parliament as four 
elc~tors in the city is to state v:hat is 
ob,-;ously an absurdit:.. In all probability 
1t vcould take at least a dozen electors 
sitt~a.h~d in such place.s, with their limited 
fac1l!bes for approaching· the Government 
and . dep~:r :JnLnt~ and having their cases 
ventilated by newspapers, to exercise the 
same m~uence on the body politic as four 
electors m the c1ty. I do not believe that 
i3 . an. exaggeratjon. Once you accept the 
pr;nc,p!P of a marginal quota, the object 
must be t'? say, as f":r as possible, just what 
that m ug1n shall be m .order to g-ive country 
people fall' representatwn. I am surprised 
at the Country Party, which alleges that it 
stands for. c.ountry interests, not having in­
Sisted sullic1en~ly on this princi plc to see 
that country rights were safeguarded. Ap· 
parcntly the members of that party are 
s~tis.fied . to be swallowed whole by the 
="iatwnahsts. Apparently the-: are not verv 
much concerned with the interests of th'e 
country, with the representation of the 
c'?untry, and with all the other things that 
Yltally concern the country. 

If hon. members want an illustration of just 
how difficult it is for the people in country 
~hstncts to get representation and to have 
mfluence upon the government of the State. 
take any public queotion; but if it is desired 
to be specific, take the qu~sfion of State 
schools. In tho far \H:.'-'rcrn cc1trcs there 
is a little Stc to school in e:-tch tmYn. Some· 
times the school is quite adequate; some­
times not nearly so adequate We it ought to 
be. In many cases it is lacking in the 
faciliti_es that a school should h::tYe, and in 
some mstances does not g·et the pick of the 
tcar~1ers, obYiouslv, bec,lusc there i:::; not 
the same number of children to Lach there. 
Thoso are all disabilities that the western 
and northcm districts of Que ·nsland and 
bush people generally labour under. If we 
compare the difficulties undu which those 
schools labour, which the chilchen have to 
face, and which the parents haYe to bea·r 
with the conditions pertaining to the :'C!wol~ 
m the city, v"d10re children have no: to ride 
or walk 6 or 7 miles to school. and vyhero 
there io a complaint to the Minister and a 
newspaper article if schools are situated 
more than a mile apart-wlH'n 11·o compare 
thesG things, it is not difficult to sec ll'hat the 
big bulk of representation in the citv has 
clone to improve the status of th' citv at the 
expense of that of the country. 'Th·a t is so 
under any Govomment. whether it be 
Labour. X ationalist. TorY, Countn· Party 
or awlhing else. The fact that the bulk of 
the representation is in the city places 
country people at a vlrv clistinr~ disadvan­
tage; yet. in a Bill such as this. 'Vhich is 
the onlv tirne in the historv of D countrY 

hen w'C con1d n1akc prJYlsi~n for the saf(,_ 
guarding of country interests. \H' arc asked 
to belieYe that five elocton in tlw country 
haYo the same power and influence on 
g-ov-ernment ancl on the cl~stinies of the 
Sbte as four people have in the city. No 
man in his right s,;nses \Yould bdie':e such 
an idea. 

The western seats have tcmporariJ,- fallen 
below their quota. I use the worci " tom. 
poraril? " advisedly, broausc I pro•:ed that 
a few moments ago. In the ea ~ of the 
Gn'gnry clcctoratf' the four-. ear'' drought 
has been responsible for that. and the posi­
tion has been accentuated bv the fall in the 
price of wool. In the case' of the Flindeu 
electorate it will probabl:.' be found, before 
t.his Bill becomes operatiw, that there v:ill 
he five times the number of electors, if 
there is an increase in the price of silvc·r­
lead. 1-,he ~Goyernn1ent's ans1vcr to the 
electors who refuse to vote for them is this: 
Whereas the western electorates for thirty 
or forty years would stand no otlwr than a 
Labour man rep-re,enting them. the Govern­
ment have decided that, if they cannot beat 
the members in those electorates, the next 
best thing is to out out some of the elec­
torates. 

That is the basis of this Bill-the desire 
to cut out the seats that thev cannot win­
the desire to place this part:.: at such a dis­
advantage that on paper it will appear 
impossible for the Labour Party to defeat 
the Government. But I would like to remind 
the Government that redistributions have 
been made by Nationalist Go,,ernments 
before with th<' same object, and they 
failed to gauge public opinion accurately. 
If the swing which we believe is against the 
l'\ationalist Party, if the disgust at their 
actions which is manifest throughollt Queens­
land, is given a reasonable opportunity to 
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show itself on election day, then 110 rrdis­
tribution of this kind and no rod;wtion of 
members of this kind in the Government's 
interest;:; can possibly savo the GoYernn1ent. 

Jllr. :!\Ixnnu.: 'l'h,•n why worry? 

Mr. POLLOCK' I am not worrying I 
am tryiug to show that the Government are 
end,·avouring at all costs to put off still 
further the evil day. They arc trying to 
dodge their responsibility. They went to 
the eLctors at the last election under an 
Elections Act '"hich er>abled every nomadic 
workC'l' in th(' ( ounir~v and every \VOrkor 
in th·J State over twenty-ono yE;<trs of age 
who had bc.!n a month in an electorate to 
record a vote. To-clo.y th•·y have adopted 
a similar polin to that which .Nationalist 
Governnwnts have alw::~ys adopted when thej· 
were in danger and oaw their doom impend­
ing. Instead of appealing to a common jury, 
where e ·ery man had '1 vote, they decided 
to appeal to a speci>tl jury comprised of 
those y·hom they are prepared to allow to vote. 
Tho nomadic workers throughout the State 
-shearer.,, drovers, rouseaboutP, general 
station hands, and thousands of men whom 
the legislation of the Government hJs placed 
on the track--arc: n1en w·ho ·will nvt be in anv 
eledorate long· enough to enable thorn to get 
on the roll. In addition to removing them 
from the roll and wining out eight or ten 
Labour seats, they propose to do everything 
they possibly can to prevent the comm011 
jury that elected them from hning the 
opportunity of diselecling them if they feel 
cli 'gnstccl '"ith their action. 

There is one other principle contained in 
this Bill which, through my time having 
expired, I shall not have on opportunity of 
dealiug ,,-ith. I merely s"v that, except for 
conceding to the Go\~erndient, or any Go­
vernment. the right to redistribute seats 
when such a thing becomes necessary, the 
balance of th< principles containe-d in this 
Bill are principles in which I can sec no 
goorl, and which arc inlToduced for the one 
purpmc-to keep the Government in power 
at all co t- itT<'specti,·o of public honour and 
public cL•cenc•:. 

Mr. G. P. 13ARNES (H'anric!-) [3.38]: It 
is pcrf<•ctlc- clear that th Op;Josition are 
not aycrso to a redistribution of the elec­
torates. If ally party c;houlcl hcwe been 
~cized of the· lT pon ,ibility of doing that, 
surely it should haY~ been the L·1.bcur Party, 
'"ho are OC(upying the Or-po: i~ion Lf-11Clll'S 
to-dav. I am quite aware th-ct the complaint 
we ln ,.e h "anl from the !act ;peaker is 
that the countey districts are not represented 
as the .. 'ihould be. and that n:a · 1eallv the 
basi::; ,:,Tj]l br about 33 lJCr crnt. 1nor0 i!1 the 
citirs. I v;aut to kno\v ho\Y it )s tbal- the 
Opposition members have been so neg-ligent 
of their absolute dnty to the :{rear bulk rf 
th0 voters as not to have given conPidera­
tion to thr•ir right~ during tho yrars they 
wer(~ in pn·', er. \Yh8t co;Jsidc:Tation have 
thp,· given to the indmtrial chs ··s they pro­
frss to rraYe ~o much ronsirle-ra.tion for? 
They he.Ye absolutely neglected them, as the 
fig·urc'i "·ill shor,·. Of course, I quite under­
st. nd that ihe Opposition would like the 
hancllin· of a 'Rill of this kind; but Qu em. 
la. ne! ·all remember to her cost the malacl· 
ministration which C-'11118 abont !m·- _,]y bee cm se 
a redistribution of seats did not t~kc• place at 
a ycry much earlier elate than is proposed. 

Hon. members opposite ha Ye preyionsly 
argued th~t the prop:'r basis to adopt is 
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cne vote one yaluc: but, judging fron1 \rhat 
they say now, their arguments in that cvn­
ncction are thrown 1 o the four ,·inds. I 
concede that; and CYory countr." member 
concedes it; and there arc 1nombcrs on this 
side who stand up for tho country people. 
I havP never be~n considered other than a 
country man, and my sympathies are with 
the men in the countn·. One is disposed to 
give them the fulles't consideration with 
regard to their representation in Pm·lia· 
ment. After all, it is a very fair thing- when 
there is a margin of 20 per cent. below and 
20 per cent. aLclYe, '"hich really makes it 
equai to a difference in _their favour of 40 
pn cent. If hon. members oppos1to wHh 
to do anything r"1ore than thnt~ then they 
nrn not giving due consideration to the 
industria! cla"'38S \Yhorri thc~v llrofess to _':crve; 
and I charge them to-day with having 
nPglccted to give the consideration \Yhich 
thc:y should have given to the vast army 
of men in and around them. Some hon. 
members 0)1posite are to-clay practically argu­
ing for putting forward a policy that would 
relegate the 'dm·k.ers to the posiiicn that 
their represr>ntation \Yonld be only one in 
three. Is it fair that the labourers of the 
land should be reduced to a position of 
ihat kind? SuJ"e!v hon. !1lembors opposite 
c ,nuot be eo disobedient to duty and 'o 
blind to tl1e actual dPmands of the pcoplP 
as to C'xpr, -;:;:-; thE'niseh-e~ as they have been 
doing- thro o·h the mouth of the hon. mem· 
ber for Gregory? 

It ceems to me ihat there was never a 
oTet1te1· rwed for n rPclistribuhon of seats 
tha" there io "t the prc.ent tim0. This is 
a simple Bill, and , 2ts out in clear and 
simpk language what it is proposed to do. 

1\Ir. POLLOCK: How do you arriYe at a 
reduction of ten? 

:'vir. G. P. BARKES: If it had been 
t· . .-entv does anv hon. member dream for 
one i:,;oment that the opposition of hon. 
memben on the other side wonld have broken 
down, rrnd that they '.•.-ould have said. " It 
is identical with our czJculahons~ and von 
are doing jnc,t "hat we. »·ould ha Ye _don7." 
It '·ould be an impossJbrllt~· for thu: srde 
to do anything in that direction ,,-i~h hich 
the Opposition would agree. All ~e wrong 
to them that is clone by thn Go,-ernnwnt. 

:Mr. POLLOCK: How do ,-ou arriH' at a 
rPducLion of ten? Y on were in favour of 
fift:v a couple of years az-o-how do on 
arrive at ;;;i--dy-b\ o? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Personally, I am 
not vcr:· parii 1.lar ahout tl1e number: Y"t. 
wh~·n vou mnkP it sixtv-hvo, you probnbl:v' 
strike ·a ,·la, Jncdja, which i _. the hap},;y and 
the right thing to do. 

The argument of the hon. member for 
Greo-orv that this proposal i::. simpl_, to make 
'""Y from an e"pendltnre point of view f~r 
the re-es'.ablishment of the! Upper House 1s 
too weak altogether. No consideration of 
that kind has arisen. and. hmYner hon. 
members opposite may mao:nify that in their 
own minds. it doe.': not apply in the h·ast 
to the attitude of the Go,-ernment, nor has 
the idect entered into calculation in the pro· 
posal to recluc:c the number of members to 
sixty-t"·o. 

Hon. m0mb0r' wonld want to know how 
\YC' nrrin"cl nt a.ny figure. no matter what 
it was; and I lwYe nu doubt tha' the hon. 
m0mber wonlcl like the handling of the 
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rcc[,_tribution of seats. The hi~i?l7 of 
voting in Queensland has blen "'ho~n:1ng for 
yc<lrt3. \Yht-'.._1 you go back and ren1onbor 
tho stuffing of the rolls that occurred in lhn 
olden da) -·-

::Ylr. KIRwAx: The "bulcocking·" of the 
rolls. 

?>Ir. G. P. BAR:\'ES: That was net good, 
if it "\Yas done. 

i\1r. KJRWAX: It was done. 

::\lr. G. P. BARNES: I am not going to 
condone thrtt ~n· more thrm I can condone 
wi•ot I am g·oi;Jg to quote now. On 8th 
May, 1920. there wer•c 484,212 munes on the 
State roll', ,. hilst on the Common,·. eaith 
rolls at the same timo there were onlv 
4~9.061 names, the excess on the State rolis 
being 35,151. At the elections in 1920 the 
numbpr on the rolls was 445,681, whilst, 
according to the census in 1921, the rmnbor 
of Yotns •··as 423,123-an excess of 22,553. 
Ho'v are hon. n1en1bers going to explain thst 
kind of thing 1 

I haYo turned up some fa< ts contained in 
the memoi·ial presented to Hi; C\1ajcstv the 
King- in connection with the a1Jolition of 
1hc Legislative Council, .,,hich is to be found 
in the parliamPntary papers fo1· 1922. That 
D1CD1orinl states-

" At the g-eneral election of 6th ::\Ia;:. h, 
191P, the then Labour Government wore 
rctnrnC'rl to }lO\VCr by a n1ajorit: of 
t'•'< ntv-fonr vote.. in an A .... omblv of 
so 'UJtv-hvo. At tl1o general Plec; ion of 
9th O~tober, 1920, their majority dwind­
led ~o fo\u; and the pres0nt strength of 
parbts m the A•scmblv is-L· bour 
Governm- nt. 37 (including, the Spcoker) 
and Oppos1tlon 35. At the last general 
dt l:tion there \vas a.n extraordinarv dis­
pro]Joriion of vote .. r<>nging from"2.COO 
to 12,000 i11 the various constituencies; 
and it eO happened that th Govl'l'n·­
nlcnt, although securing : !'lcndf'r 
m •jority in the Assemblv. ncYerthelcss. 
are no~.v jn u 1ninoritv 'bv oYer 20.000 
\"( cc·· if tho aggroga te 'is t' 'kPn of vote~ 
c ,:c fo-, or again~t th,'rn bv Quc._:_nslanc1 
electors." · 

Those figures no dou ~1t \verc chcck0d and 
found to lH' corr .. ·ct before the:: left Queens­
bud. It is Pxhaordinarv that ' hilst at 
tLat tirn'-.:' there vrcre thirtv-se;·en Labonr 
m' mbec·s and thirh·-five anti-Labour mem­
ber'. th · former "~re 20,000 votes s110rt of 
v.•hat they FhonLl have had to enable them 
to say that they represented a ma.iorit:v of 
the people. In the 1923 election for 1 ~·-three 
La hour reprcA0ntatiYr's "\Ye re rf'bJrne'd .an cl 
tuentv-nine anti-Labour Yet tho Labour 
minm:ity in the con-tit'uencic .s w<ts 14,369 
vote~- It will be oeen from that that it is 
~ bsol~1tel:v necoc-sar:- that co:Jsideration should 
"·' [\lYUl to the electoral laws of Queens­
land. 

I haYe ;l,~A~ turned up an :interesting 
speech contrmnng relevant llgurcs dcliY~rod 
b· the hon .. uwmber for \Yindsor--nmc Mr. 
Sp( ~1 ker-reportcd in "Hansard" for 1923. 
at p. 530.. The hon. member stat«d- .. 

"I do net want to detain the IIonsc 
r>" do lay tL ~ Trca"''nn~r deliYeri.n:: his 
Financial StatcinEnt, but in rf'L_r':_ ucc to 
t~;e dday that has taken place it j,, v ly 
n'):ht ::~ncl nropt•r that thesr things 
~d1ou ltl bo kno,Yn. 

"rrh0 Atrornr>v~Gcncral a short tinv" 
ago supplied sortle figures to- the press. 

The remarkable part of the hon. gentle­
Juan's fig·urcs was that he oul.v :::upplied 
fi2,·nrcs for s~xty-four el('ctorat('-:, There 

p:·o ei2:ht ( 11_-ctoratf ,,-hich iJ'~ did uot 
rncntion~ at u..ll in those hgurc . and of 
thoh) eight electorates fur chich no 
iigures \Yl ro supplied seven r c r;,;)re­
enntcd by members of the 0 .'f osi•ion 
side of the House and one by " member 
r,f the CoYcrn1nont. The 1P;l3t t~1at cvn 
be ssid about the Hgurcs, thcr,•forc, is 
tlwt they are not ac .. cum ,,_ I ,, uuld not 
eo v that this was don· for the purpose 
of n1isleading, but tlH.::~T \n:>re not as 
accurate as they should !JJ. ,-e b:cn. Th~ 
clectoratPr, for which figurcc, \Ycr~ not 
supplied were Albert. Coorooru, Fassi­
f,Tn, Sandgate, Stanlcy, Toon1bul, and 
·wide Day, all held by the Oppo"ition, 
and Barcoo >vhich is hold b:v :'.Ir .. Bulcock, 
a member of the Government Part:·." 

Ilon. membe·rs opposite wo'lld benent con­
siderably b' reading th< whole of that 
spcc-:h for themselves. The hon. member 
concluded his speech >vit.h tlw<e figures-

" Total rrnti-Labour vote 198,931 
Total L:tbour Yote le ~,562 

.\nti-Labour majority 14,369 " 

The figurE'' show that. alt'iOup;h Labom· 
ruled in Quet,nsla.nd, tl~cy did not rule l1~" 
virtue of re11r0--cnting the mr.jorit:." of tlw 
people of the State. The co•c of that con­
clition of affairs is loo p.ttont for any man 
cYcn to n1ent.ion it to-da v. I.,Y o a c in the 
throes of a lot of trouble th .. t "o might 
h'Lve escaped if such an orckr of things ha<l 
not been maintained. 

The present anomalies o.rc eo P:''' 1t tln: I 
\Yish io ~ub1nit svn1o figun <;l in ju~t.ijicj:tiion 
of a redistribution of seat<.. I LaYe : .. dorc 
r11c th .. fi~I1u· -:; -yJth respect to thirtt ·n seats, 
cleYcn of whi,h are held bv hon. mcmboro 
opposit . for which the cni·olmcll, at 30th 
J uno last v;a;-;--

Br:sbano 
Burke 

Cool: 
Flinc1Pr::l 
Grco'CJI'Y 
Leicf1h,;rdt 
:'.litchcll 
::VIount ::Vforg.:n 
Queen ton 
TownsYille 
\Yarrcgo 

Total 
Average 

4.790 
3,905 
3.925 
UJ6 
4,142 
3.377 
:' 686 
4 .. 539 
4,~90 
3 .. 120 
4,056 
4,798 
4,205' 

52.419 
4,032 

I have also taken fiye clect•)ratcs, all held' 
b., rncn1bt:c'S of the Gov :rnrncnt Party. They 
are~ 

Bulimba 
Enoggcra 
Lof!an 
?\unc1ah 
Ox1cy 

Total 
c\ vcragc 

12,294 
12.939 
12.697 
11,162 
11 .. 6SS 

60,777 
12,155 

The c"·mpari··m •,o:ould probal-ly hr,nl been 
still more int"rCs~ing fron1 the poi11t of view 
of mv arg·nmcnt if I had quoted the city 
clecto1·atcc repro .entc "] by hon. members. 
opposite. Hon. m cm be;_, on the Govern­
ment , ido arc showing the only real con­
cern to giYe the people full rep1~sentation. 

Jlr. G. r. Bar 't;s.l 
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Hon. mdnber~ opposite, e<pecially the repre­
sentatives of the citv elechratPs, aro not 
sho\\'ing the concern 'that they should show 
in orr!oi' tl• it these p0ople might e'Cert the 
full po>vo;· of the franchise. It is wise under 
th circnmstanccq to indicate some of the 
· olid fact which should be p •tent to every­
one ·who helicvr;;; that thcro is an absolute 
'"• cl for th0 r •distribution of seats in order 
tlJ , t some cleg;·ce of fairplay should ho given 
to YO~ rs g-c~tcrally hy earning near to tho 
proportion of Y1 ·wi is their rights as r0gards 
the rt'JWe'cntntion thcv should have in the 
Prrrlia!CJent of the la·,!d. 

:Yir. A. JO:-;ES (liurkc) [3.46]: This Bill 
is suppoecccl to be " for tho hotter represen­
tation of the people of Qnocnsland in Par­
liament." I clo not see how the Govern­
ment eau give the Bill that title, seeing that 
its objects apparently are to cut out at 
le •st eight Lc1bour representatives in this 
Chamber. This Bill, in conjunction with 
the El<!ction Acts J .. 1n~ndnH~nt Act which was 
passed last se :~ion, is directed mainly against 
thP \Veste1·n and northern portions of the 
State. Hon members on the Government 
benches have gone to some pains to show 
that the of some ·western electorates 
reprcs on this oido of tho House havo 
shrunk; but eYc-ry person knows that during 
the la·t four or five years IY c,•o:n Queens­
land has hacl rather a bad spin. The coun­
tr:v has just passed ~hrough a drought that 
has ln•·ted for four nr five years, with tho 
result that n number of people have left that 
)1art of the State. As the hon. mcmbpr for 
Gregor" mc·otionecl. it will be only a matt.r 
of a fP\Y car!". -r:ro1"lbh.,., ·when 1ve have 
o:c:pcrionccc1 • fc•y .[!OOd ~casons and there 
has been ·•· light rise in the wool market. 
>vhen the population of those districts will 
re••ert to vchat it >'l'as at the last redistribn· 
ti Jn. Y er,· fccc: people have any idea of 
ihc 'astnes· of the electoral districts in the 
south-\:vf'storn. \Yf'stPrn. and north-1vestern 
portions of this State, ancl the inconvenience 
r~p_r~sent.;tins o~ those districts"moet wit~ in 
TI<:;Jbng tno ....- .:r1ous c,~ntrcs or populabon. 
'VI:· dectot •t.: is not bv anv n,,..a· ; tho 
largest in th :·'tntP. It is the," thinl lr1ro: •st 
in area: b 1tt I \Yill que) c a few instanc0~ in 
ordr1~ that hon. rr.mnbcrs mu-,, vi~uali"~ th~~ 
great distdnces beh,·ccn the ~·arious centres 
of population ,,nd the difficulties ····hich I, 
as the r•nbtJYc, mHt meet 1' ith. \Yhen 
[ dcsir· tn.-cl arouncl the cle· tonne and 
f'tart. frorn IIn~hPndcn, I proceed alo'l~ ihe 
Great Kort:tern Rnil;,ay to Jnlia Creek, a 
ddance of about 200 miles. From there I 
proceed to Normanton, another 300 miles. by 
motor car or some other vehicle From 
thence to Burketown is a further 150 miles 
.iourni?V h~· road. whih:! fron1 Burketo\Yn to 
Dohlr. n, th0 nearr>st ra1hYa~T tow11, is an 
aclllitic-"al 230 miks. That is but one 
in ,tanc) of tl1e hnrc1ship of rcnres,_-,nting elec­
torates of the Y ·rtncc of the Burk<> elec­
torate; but it is not to bo compared with 
the area >·epresented by the hon. member 
for Grcgory. 

J\lr. Km" 1:\: IL must tranl via Adelaide 
in order to y}:;it one portion of his electorate. 

}fr. "\. Jf\XES: That i, so. Reprosenta­
ti,·os of city areas have no idea of the 
vastness of the western areas. The hon. 
rnomb· r for Nundah compared the number 
of electors in ::'\nndah, Bulimba, and other 
city elcctorat0· with the number in certain 

[ilfr. 0. P. Barnes. 

\Yestern electorates. There is no comp~ri­
son. 

CI.Ir. KELSO: I was making a c0mparison 
bot '·con city seats. 

11r. A. JONES: As I said. this Bill, to­
gether with th0 _.:\et passed la·_t ~r ~·sion, is 
mainly dire· tL cl to ,,-hittling down the re­
presentation of the western district·, of this 
State. Despite the statement of tho ~\ttor­
r,ev-GerLral that he did not consider the 
no!nadic workers would be affected by the 
a,mendcd clcctoml law passed la"t SC'>'ion, 
it is clear to anvono \vho is conversant with 
conditions in \1/'eotcrn Queenslard that the 
positio:o of these workers will bo seriousl~­
nrejudiccd. In my o>Yn olcc '01·ato over 1,000 
~amces lnve been struck oil' the electoral roll 
since the pBssing of the measure to ,,-hich 
I ham ;cferrocl. Ordinarily 700 or 800 of 
those people would be entitled to haYo their 
r,ames retained on tho roll; but, with the 
three months' residential qualification im­
posed by the Governrncnt, these n1rn have 
been disfranchised. I know personally of 
four mobs of cattle v;hd1 haYe left ?\orth 
Queensland for Adelaide. The nwn in 
chvrge of those c 1ttle ill be absent from 
t.heit· bon1o centres for six or seven n1onths. 
Thcv do not reside in one place for an~7 

dcfil1i · period, but am compelled to mo.-e 
Ebout in ord01· to secure a li.-olihood. So 
also 'Tith n . ..tn'T shearers n.n l o:-hcr W'Jrkers . 
..,·:ho vvill have 'no hope of rc111aining ele~tors 
iD .-icw of the tlnco months' residential 
qualificn.tion. Quite rcccnt]~7 I n1ct a bodv 
of men who were going from \Vellshr'. shed, 
Ilfracombe, to Southern Quccncland, in pur­
::nit of their shearing occupation. Those 
men reside in Central Queensland, and will 
nrobablv be absent fi.-e or six months: 
~ne! th~t fact will be responsible for their 
"cmcs being nas0d from tho electoral roll; 
and, as it will be necessary for them to 
rf:''idc nern1am.•ntlv in one place for three 
rnonihs lbefGro bec~on1ing eligible to vote. it 
·, ill be apparent to anyone who knows tho 
nduro of their work that they w!ll ncycr 
br, enrolkd as electors in the State of 
Queensland. TlF·,so jsolatod instanc·,·J are 
t::pic .cl of the position that affects also sta­
tion hands. prospecton, and numerous other 
workers in tho west. I am satisfh:d that the 
?rncndod lecr,islatlon whieh in1poses the three 
months' r0s1dontial qualific·; tion will deprive 
th~ people of \Y ~<ern Queensland of ope 
n10n1b.::r in thj3 Assembly. As I have sa1cl. 
1.000 na'11es haYe been struck off tho roll 
i~1 1nv tnYn c!ectorato; ;'Ld, as other con­
stitncioci."s such as Balonno and Mitchell aro 
similarly affected, it is safe to say that from 
5.000 to' 6,000 perc;om at the very least will 
lw disfranchised, and that number, on the 
quota basis, will rcprcsd>t tho less of one 
member in this Parliament . 

\Yhe!-1 ~i;;i~g eYidence bef?ro the Elect?ral 
Comm1sswn m 1927 Mr. 'I urner. the Com­
monwealth Elcctmal Officer for Quocc1sland, 
cc ,,sidor' .1 that. in crder to give the nomadic 
v·m:kcr a fair chance to enjoy the ordjnary 
privile~es of citizenship, tho residential 
qualification for enrolment should be loss 
th:tn one month. Tho present Go,·ernment 
}l,:t;;o seen fit to make it three montbs; .. nd 
I say emphatically that they did that know­
ir .. , y hat tho effect would b" on the country 
di~tricts The nosition is well known to 
th~se ,\:ho are co~Ycrsant with the conditio!1S 
in the ·west. A. shearer friend of rniEo wnt­
ing to me from North Queensland recently 
said that, although there were only sevent::­
two members in the shearers' mess at h1s 
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shed, actually eighty travellers sat down at 
a recent Sunday midday meal after the 
shearers had finished their meaJ. 

He pointed out that this had the crfect of 
increasing the cost of living in th • t mess 
from about 30s. or 35s. a week to 50s. a week 
mainly through the feeding of swagmen. I 
mention that to ,how what a large army 
of mwmploYcd is travelling about the bush. 
who also will be disfranchised. In the past 
dozens of s'vagmon who wore on the ,roll 
never stoppNl at a hotel or a boarding-house. 
Those , waf:men always camped on the 
rf scrvf,<; in the town. Their names appoarel 
on the roll as residing on the town common 
or recervc. and the; were entitled to vote. 
Som J of the finest ;nen in Western Queens­
land will have no ch,wce of recording a vote 
under this Bill. 

The ATTOI<XEY-GEKERAL: Nonsense! 

Mr. A. J0:"i'ES: The nomadic worker is 
thr greatcct problem we have in Australia 
so far as providing ;o fair and equitable roll 
is concerned. Quite a lot has been said by 
different members of the Government Party 
about arresting the drift to the cities. 
liuless the c;o,-ernment are prepared to 
give sotnc considct·ation to those men v.rho 
go out into the -wide spaces to open up tho 
State, !his drift to the cities will continue. 
The'~ men haYo been put on a lower scale 
than the aboriginals, and in <,ome cases on 
a lo'"er scale than the coolies in India. ~ot 
eo long ag·o I poir.tod out the cortditions in 
·w cstern Queensland, and I stated that quite 
a number of lmshmcn, especially station 
hands, uc working for lower wages than 
are paid to rtboriginals. I pointed that 
out to the Premier, and he said that 
inquiries would be made. It seems that 
the trend of the legislation of the present 
GoYcrnment has been directed against 
·western Queensland, and this Bill is follow­
ing along those lines. Ever since they have 
been in power the Government haYO 
attempted to do everything they possibly 
Lan to retard the interests of Western 
Que,,nsland. They susp•·nded the station 
hands' a" rd, and immediately afterwards 
they agreed to an extoncion of pastoral 
leases. Since then an rtgitation has been 
set up by different members on this side• of 
the IIousP against these extensions; .and ju~t 
recent]~· the hon. member for Grc·gory led 
a depntacion from \Yinton asking for rm 
incr<asc of ar€2s to the small grazing selec­
tors; but that df_putation got no satisfaction. 
The whole trend of the legislation of the­
Government is against the interests of 
vYestern Queensland. In Victoria I under­
stand there is what is known as a " remote 
quot11." In the case of eledomtes far 
rcmoYecl from the scat of government-and 
they cannot be Yery far removed from the 
SLat of goYernn1cnt in \'ictoria bccnuse it 
is a very small Stat,,-special proYision is 
made for a cm a llcr CJnota. I am of the 
opinion that the m_ rgin in Queensland 
shc,ulcl be at least 25 per cent. aboYc and 
25 per cent. b .low the CJUota in order to 
JWOYidc fair a1:rl cquitable represcnhtion 
to the yn-t d£'ctoratf'~ in the \.vc-,tcrn por~ 
tion of the Stat". 

We haYc heard quite a lot recently, especi­
al!)' :n the pre-.s. about the cost nf goYern-
ment. So fnr a~ ~u~tl'alia P"-· a l·o1r> ~ 
concerned, it compares n1oro than favour­
ably with any other conntrv in the world 
with regard to the co,t of government. The 
one co•,mtry wo can best compare 'dth Aus-

tralia is Canada. If ,.,., take the different 
provinces of Canada, we find that Queens­
land comp:res more than favourably with 
them. I shall just give the four principal 
provi:l{"'5 of Canacb to show how thev con1-
parc ·ith this State. Que_:ns1and, ~as \Ve 

know, ha3 an area of 678,000 square miles. 
The::e are the fi 0 -ures ''"·iJ_h regard to 
Canada- -

Pro• I; 'C. 

J\Ianito!Ja .. 
Hriti-·h Coluntllia 
Qur:Lec .. 
Alucrt · .. 

1 Popnlu­
, ~ 'oll. 

639.000 
r J.of!o 

2,:l6J,OCU 
uo~.:Jc± 

Tot,] 
:\o. of 

:llieul!.ers. 

Gl 
fH 

J98 
(]3 

That ~he ',Y:; that the cost of governn1ent in 
\ustr_tli<:c -eompares more than favourably 
with th, cost of government in thoce pro­
vinces. It is intorestiug to note that in 
the House of Commons in Canada the sahrv 
oi members is 4,000 dollau per t <,ion; and 
I undNstand thot. if two sessions of Parlia­
Incnt arc held iD one ylar, n1o1nbcrs are 
entitled to two salaries for that particular 
year. 

T"hc <::an1e thing a 11plies in n:gard to the 
representation i11 the different Shtes of 
Americaj jn which there arc rnore parlia­
nlcmtary. rcpresentativec,. relatively, than in 
the provmcos of Canada. 

In conclnsion, I consider as a V\-.--estern 
member that the GoYernmcnt sh0uld at 
least take some notice of what has been 
said bv hon. members on this side in connec­
tion ',:ith the consideration being giYen to 
the different country electorates, taking into 
consideration the Yastncss of the electorates, 
the are•.'J it is noceF'"'J.ry to cover· in order 
to get round th" electorateR. e,nd, in addi­
tion, the blld times they had had to go 
through during the past f•\v years. I trust 
that at the Committee stase the ~linistcr 
will agree to certain amendn1ent. which may 
1 moYf'cl fr01'1 this -:idf' "0 P"> to l'E'rncdv 
thf'::"C d];;,:_tbilities of the V/e~tern clc2toratcs.-

]\~r. 1\L\XWELL (Toowonq) [4.4]: To hon. 
mc>T:bcr" on this s'de. who occupied the 
Op-losltion hcn('hcs dnring the reign of the 
LaLJur Government '"When the redistribution 
of seats took phrc. the opiniom which have 
been Pxnressei by hon. rnembcrs opnosite 
are ridlcu]c.us and in a qood tnany instan~es 
contradictor~'· Hon. members opposite who 
Y'ant to pose as indivirlu::tls vvho arc looking 
after the intrreste of th0 countr:· people­
thev alone and nobodv else-must take the 
blame for the uneatisf;dorv method of rerlis­
tribntio:r of seats which·- then took nhce. 
\,Y0 ,.:ho ~R.t in OlllJOsitlon at that~ time 
r2n1embcr thf· tartics adopted so far as 
prox~T ~.-oi·ing. for in.stan::-e. -,y-s concern,··-1. 

Let r :c rt'nli:!d hrm. rn int •rs 0ppo_-it-:: tba 
~~-1- th0 r, 'Ult~ of th_ rcdi~trihution n1c1(:,, 
h, [.:::honr Go·n:-rnnt'"'nt IYC'r0 anr:ounrcd 
in th~" I-Iou·('. the thf_·n 1-Ionv' fjr,::rf'tarv. 
~Jr. )fc(~ormack, rctnarkf'(~. "That is thr) 
Pn cl of Peterson." 

QppQ--1TIOX :"-TE' -~RS: \'~hen w.r: that? 

:!\h. M \XWELL: Hon. members or;rJoc'te 
1:ronld contrrdict 13_nything. 

JI.Tr. KIRWA::<r: Can you show it to us in 
" I-Iansani " ? 

;rr. :il'I.nu•'l. j 
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:\fr. MA X WELL: I notice the hon. mcm, 
ber for Eerbort hanging his head and 
laughing·. knm,-ing full oll that that ic 
ox<tcrlv what l'.Ir. ThlcCormack said. The 
hon. i'tw:11hcr for Brisbane also he ud him 
sa. it. if he wa' nee deaf. The affection hen. 
mcn1bt --s oppos1tc have for the people in 
the countr · is marvellouo. Did thov not 
cut out four ronntry lllCn1b0rs ah'ogCther; 
and did not thoir rTdistrib•Ition enable them 
t ' come b · ~k into this House with a majority 
of about fmutocn? 

Mr. D.\SH: You ha Ye more than th, t no•:. 

ldr. \X\\~ELL: \Ve have, and we are 
worthy of them. Our Government are 
Cdrrying out: one of the prornise~ they nl.d1e 
iu their poli ·v speech. I r .•1 quit • mder­
stand tho feeling that sccn1s lo per;no::tte 
some hon. members on the oth• r side. They 
are consldcriug who arc likolv to lo ~8 their 
seat<. It matters not to the ·Government if 
\Ye 1u~-c seats. \Ye shall take ir; in a ~ports~ 
Jnanlikc way, just -'1P- the hon. n1e1nber for 
:11ount Morg. n took his grueL 

~I,.. PonocK : You arc prcpar, :1 to 
sacrifice us for yo11r O\\ n sakes. 

~.Ir. MAX\\'ELL: ::\o; but we are jJrc· 
par!:d to giv~' cl-feet to our clcrtion prm~if'C', 
and n,.Jt play 1.vith the qu('stiou, as non. 
n1ernl- _t:-; Ollpo:-.ite did. 

~rr. 1_{Ih \Y~\.X: 'I hat will not gv do·, ·n 
with us. 

::\h·. J\IAXWELL: And some of the statc­
nH~Jlt~ of hon. n1e:rnLcrs opposite ·will not 
go do·wn with nrc. Thcv dcnHtnd contradic­
twn. \Y o ha n1 Leoll told bv tlH hon. mem­
ber for Flindcrs a~tcl othc~' hon. members 
ou the otht r side that the rca«on for the 
dilfercnc cS in the number of clectm·; in elcc­
toL·.tcc held by GGYermwmt members 1nd 
Labour 111C1nbers r~·~pectivol:y is that ·workers 
in the p lsto1·al antl mining jndu:-;tries huvc 
had. ~1"o con~c in:o tllo cities OY·.'ing to lack of 
ernplo~ rncnt. L'--'t rnc analyno that stato­
HlPHt. In lhe c.l-~\J of the Balonne elcctor:1te 
th0sc arc t!1·J figure -

B.U~OXXE. 

192•J--Vol.s pc·llccl 
1~-23--~\'"o. on roll 
1926-J'\o. on roll 
1929-J'\ o. on roll 

2.:m 
5,285 
5.116 
5,999 

lion. ll1Cinbcrs \vill sec th~.t there was only 
a slight falling off in 1926, not worth men­
tioning, and th~t in thi>, 0110 of the r-· 'toral 
seats ·, here we were told th• r• had been a 
falling nff be ~,au~o industry ,,-as in a bad 
way, the numbers had Hctually incrcrc.;cd in 
~~- . 

Let u~ consider these figures for the rcspec­
i'iYc yc;.rs~ 

R1Rroo. 
1920-Vo+cs pollc d 
1923-::\Jo. en roll 
1926-::'\ o. Oll roll 
1929-:::\o. on roll 

* No contc,t. 

3.770 
*5;574 

5,7,)6 
5,522 

It B true that there w~s a falling off there 
of 200 odd-~ 

D.U.BY. 

1920-~v~ otes poll cl 
1923~1'\o. on roll 
1926-::'\ o. on roll 
1929-No. on roll 

[.l[''. Jfarwdl. 

4.G-t4 
6,623 
6.292 
6,644 

::.1ARANOA. 

1020-Vot•' polled 
1923-);o. on roll 
1926-No. on roll 
1929-No. on roll 

4.797 
5,551 
5.296 
5.87\ 

There '"a-= 
ment of 
\Vater. I 
for :l· tho·y 

no fallin;• off there. Tlw ar?·u­
members oppc•ite cannot hold 

cxp1oded their argurrH~1l+':l ~o 
apply to those past'oml area--

:'vliTCHELL. 

1920---::'\o c ;J"tcst. 
1923-No. en 10!1 
1926~l'Jo. on roll 
1929--Xo. on roll 

5,735 
4.972 
5,341 

::\Ir. l'OLLOCK: \uo'0 the latest figur 

::\Ir. :\L\X\VELL: I ha ye taken the last 
clcc-ti{Jn returns. 

?dr. PoLLOCK: Y~ou ha Ye latC'r figures. 

:\fr. '\L\XWELL: I will not b"• led a, ray 
by the hon. nwmLer for Grcgory. 

1-fr. POLLOCK: l knew tlwt vou -woulU 1lrJt: 
L.· fair. · 

~lr. 11_\X\\-'ELL: I am not g-oing to be 
trapped by th' hon. member for (~regOl')'. 
I an1 ql! )iing frour the runrn<;: that lu.ve 
been laid upon the table of thi, House. 
Lei me procced-

:\ILRILLA. 

1920-Yotcs polL cl 
1"23~Xo. on roll 
1926-:'\o. c,n roll 
1929-:t\o. C>ll roll 

::'\QR,JANBY. 

1920-Ko. on roll 
1S23-J\"u. con roll 
1926-::\o. on roll 
1929-::'\ o. en roll 

4.731 
6.059 
5.300 
5.341 

4.788 
5.131 
4.784 
4,679 

There ""'" a falling off there; lmt that hap­
l"' .cd ill the cacc, of tho present Home Secre­
t-try. Hon. mc1nbcrs opposite have stressed 
tLo po~ition of tho r:uiniug· industry, and ha,ve 
elHlcaYo'lred to lead people outside t0 believe 
tlnt the , hol of Qu' Pnsland is practic,Jiy 
ljke Gold .n1ith's " Deserted -VilLtge.' 1 An 
attempt 1-. n been made to mislead the 
1wop1e into bPlicving that there \V;~s nobody 
in tlw Flinclers elc<.:torat£>. Let. 1110 now 
quoh' cnne of the mining centres-

BowEN. 
1920-Y otes polled 
10~3~1\:o. en roll 
1925--:\ o. o.1 roll 
1929~~No. on roll 

Th0re is an increa.: , 1n tllat case~ 

BRE~!ER. 

1920-Y oc" poll ·cl 
1923-}[o. on roll 
1926-::'\ o. on roll 
1929 J'\o. on roll 

6.u~O 
6,347 
6.403 
6.781 

6.C-i6 
0.090 
6.300 
:;,435 

:::_\l"ow I ro:nc to the Burrnn1 electorate. 
::\1r. l'OLLOCK: \Vhy take the coalrnining 

ccnlr -, '' 

}.Jr. :HAX\VELL: Hon. membors oppo ;te 
clo not like the fi~Yurc',. r:I'h{: y h --.-c cl.aimcd 
that thu dccljne in the pastoral an l mining 
indu;;;trit"';; is rrsnon~ iblc for tL eh:ctoral 
anmn.dics thot e~ist to day. 

~Ir. FoLLOCK: You arc only ''co0kiug'' the 
figures for :·our O"\Vll use. 
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l.k :L\X'v\ELL: I thro·-- th·t interjec­
tion b:u·~;;: in the teeth of the ho11. u1e1nbc'r 
just '" b:tterly ns h. ]:_,_, l(iYen it to me 
I do not. "c0ok'' fi.::;urc<:;. I an1 not a figure 
faker; the hun. lil(mbcr and. sornc of his 
clan c mld tnr·h 1.10 how to clo so. 

Lt.::'t 111 contintF' to quote further f:~c­
ton~tt ~ 

Bcr:.-~~.u:'II. 

192·!-Y otes !- Jlk :1 
1923-Xo. on roll 
1926-No. on roll 
1920-Ko. on roll 

3,9?1 
6.794 
6.770 
6,797 

There is no faili ~g off of yoterc.. there. 

FLIXDERS. 

1920·-Votes polled 
1923-No. on roll 
1926-Ko. on roll 
1929-No. on roll 

4.059 
3.938 
2,741 
3,116 

There was a falling off in the figure-' for 
1926. but they reco:c•red somcwhct in 1929. 

J\lOUKT JHORGAX. 

1920 ·-Votes polled 
1923-No. on roll 
1926-Xo. m1 roll 
1929-Ko. on roll 

3.LJ1 
5,470 
4.573 
3.37G 

Thcr: has been & depreciation in the number 
of votc·rs in J\1ount J'.J:organ. Hon. men:ben 
in their arguments in this Chamber appeal 
for consiclt:.ration for, ns they tcnn thc1n, 
their friends in the countrv-tlw m· n the\ 
dr--irc to r_ssist, ,shorn th0:Y tcnn rhc bonO 
and sinew· of the State. They h'nc an oppor· 
tunity on the scheme of redistribulion of 
electOrate~ to assist those rr1en. I ·would 
refer the hem. tncmbcr for Grcgory and 
some of his colle,lgucs to '' 1-Ian- 1 rd ·' for 
1922. They will there find on page 501 the 
Yiews of Mr. Bebbington, the then member 
for Drayton, rogarcJi,,g the sympatlw of hon. 
members opposite for the people in the 
country as ox:mplificd on the qucsrion of 
redistrilmtion of sc~k The'' will !1m1 on 
pag·os 513 ne! 514 the vicv.' OI ?dr. J. H. C. 
Robcrts. the then munbor for Pil't"worth, on 
the sarn0 aut, tion. The~.~ T\'ill see ther( thn 
treatment tlH~:r GoYt~rrirnent 1ncted out to 
the people on the land. And then the:<' 
Sin1on Purco;; comP into this fiou3r and 
accuse this Guvernffi('nt of atte1nrt.ing t~J 
gerrymander the electorate·! The L .. ~clec 
of the Opposition has gone so far r, to s.• .. 

that n1ap3 in l)l1nection '' ith the F ,JistubH~ 
tion haYo bc~en prrparE:'d. Nob:.'iths: ~nd1ng 
the dc:Jial of th AttorneY-Gr neral. ilw hon. 
nwml_)~'r still goes arouncl ~1nong ~the vvhis~ 
percrs and urgcrs saying. "They have p-ot 
tho :rnavs. Don't 3 ou_ kuow what they arc 
going to Llo" The maps arc prepared." 

Mr. KrRWAK: There is no JJLcd to whisper 
and urg<J. 

Mr. 1\L\XWELL : Hon. memben oppo­
site haYe been displaying· great anxiety in 
connedion with tho matter. I can appre· 
ciato their difiicultv, m•d their anxictv to 
kno-, exactlv what the Governrn0nt V arc 
going to do. V The Go\ crLnwnt intc•nd keep~ 
ing their promise to the people. Th•".· tolcl 
the people of Qu. ensland that. if r<'tnrned 
b power, they wculd bring in a Bill for 
the redistribution of coats. Hon. memb<ws 
opposite do not like three things being told 
to thcn1; nor do thr:y t arc to be remjndcd 
of tlw fact that tlh :; declared that, with tho 
COIFurnn1ation of f0d~~:.:J..-tion the rest of 
gon:rnnwnt WOl!lcl decrccBe. \Ye have the 

Fede-ral Govf rnmcnt, the s: at.c Gf \-ernuH v1t, 
and loeal rruthoritc· government. The taxa­
tion burden is nlrno~·,t unbearable; and the 
fluc<'ll'-land Govcnnncnt arc tl'yi~Jg in son10 
~nu.!! \Yay to relieve the peorlc o: that 
LtndPn. 

It has be .. n st \tee! by most hon. members 
opposite th .t th8 Elections Amendment 
Act P"··.,d last year was a tri< on the part 
of the Government to prevent the enrolment 
of men. Ho'· an::' person ,, ith an:· intellect 
conld 1nake such a statement passrs n1v C'Jrrr­
]h,-'1_en~ion. Surf~ly hm-:o. mernbcrs on i:he 
0;1position benches rcalis;:, that a person who 
t unstitntcs his borne in a ccrt:' in town can 
vote for the clectoratl in which that town 
is situated '1 

1\lr. POLLOCK: Ho cannot. 

Mr. ~~i~\XWELL: I prder to accept the 
staternent of the }.ttorney~Uerlt'ra1, "\Yho -,.tYS 
that he c ·n. · · 

On the question of the work done h,v th" 
Labour Government for tho proper repre­
sentation of the people in this l'arliam.nt, I 
desire to refer specifically to the follo•·:ing 
article which appeared in the S 0 dney 
" Bulletin " of 28th October, 1920:-

" THE VERDICT IN QLEEKSL ':-iD. 

"Opposition Seats-
Voters 'n ten clectoratv.-78,926 

"Ministeri •.!-
Voters in ten electorates-25.294 
" 1'ho figure·. explain hO\V a 1ninority ot 

voters como to elect a majm·it of repre­
sentatives. It asked the electors for an 
0ndorsen1ent of ito boisteron 1-lnanco and 
light~hcarh.~d rlpudiation of contracts, 
rrnd the electors haYe n·plicd-so far as 
stufi'ecl rolls and gerrymandc :·. c1 consti­
itwncies permitted their yoico to Le heard 
-that pe:fidiou-,n('::;.·- aud ihe pro~pcc:, 
of insoh~oncy don't a1:JpC'al to thcr_tl at 
all. In fact tho ]Psson of the Qne· ns· 
land elections is that tlw .\ustralian 
people ai'c not cdncnted np io the 
meUwc!' of g-overnment practised m 
gn:asf<' republics, etc." 

It "\vas in the :.ame i~·suo of tllP '· 13u11eSn" 
that a \n;ll known c'utoon appcarerL Hon. 
men-J>er. eppositc n1ay recall that. trikirg 
( tl'toon. L0cnusc it ',;;as parti-cu1ndy J'CYf-' d­
ing. Jt showed the retnrn to P""'- ,. o£ 
:'·-Jo .. rs. n "odore and Fihell'· over the 
bodies of dead Yoter: end skeletons. 
iLanghtN.) Sure!:, hon. members opposite 
IYjll acrept tho '; Bulleth1," whicl1 ha so 
freqw ntly been rcforre 1 to be· them as the 
moet deJY'ocratic paper in the Com.mon­
"·ealth? But perhaps they arc no longer 
prepared to accept the "Bulletin," ,,,_,irH;· 
that that paper is not prepared to sar" ·:on 
th'J er.t~·usting of goYernrnPnt to tho 
of bon rnen1h 'rs "\Vho at prc ent ocr:upy 
,·,r r ';sition bcn<:hes. 

hon. mon1hcr fol· I3alonne ~p;.kc with 
a lcd.Q'e of the gerrymandering of seats, 
and rnade one of the n1ost ridjculous 
statements that I ever heard an hen. mem­
bec· make. He practically m a ·'c a threat. 
He said that if the Government did not do 
\I' hat he asked for "I shall ;;o out to the 
\Y est0r·n electorate.,, and I "',ill ra ie' the 
peo;ole there and demand a nc.W Stat<e for 
Western Queensland "-with the hon. mem­
ber, I suppo'o, as Premier. Did anyone 
eYcr hear such a ridi0ulous statement? I 
thought the States were to be eliminated, 

Jlh. Mr.t W"71.] 
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and that a spirit of comradeship and 
brotherly loYe was to permeate us when 
federation became an accomplished fact. 
But wu flnd ·;re have an apostle for the crea­
tion of ne,·. States ! \Ve shall watch with 
in'.rest the ::ticmpt of the hon. member to 
"bnlldozc " the electors of Balonne. 

~~ho followin~" Countr";' Part v electorates 
we~·e wiped out by the L<tbom·' Party:-

Dr •0·toa, represented by :\ir. Bobbing· 
ton; Mw•gravo, represented by 1vir. 
Catternmll; Pittsworth, represent~d by 
.'Jr. J. H. C. Roborts; and Kennedy, 
Tepresented by Mr. J. Jones. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Is that why the hon. mem­
ber for Toombul said that punishment has 
bcm long· delayed? 

Mr. \VIKS'rANLEY: Kennedy was not elimi­
nated. 

Mr. MAX'NELL: Mr. Jack Jo"es was a 
good n1an, and hon. 1nembers know it. 

TL ~r0 v, a;, I~ot a better n1an sitting 1n the 
IIou."9. 

Mr. I'JLLOCK: He was eliminated by the 
electors. 

~ Ir. :\L\XWELL: The hen. member can­
r:.ot put th _,_t over :n:0. Ile ,._~as not elin1i­
llitted by the elE:cters. He ue' --r contested 
the Konncdy seat. 

Mr. I'E',SE: Of course, he did. 
JYir. IYINSTA:->JLEY: You do not know what 

you are talking about. 

Mr. };lAXWELL: Ono of Uw Opposition 
members got up the ot'lCr day cl admitted 
that ::'IIr. Jack Jones said it was no good 
h1m contesting tho electorate on account of 
J,-h_e 1nanncr in IYhich the redistl'ibution had 
been maclc. 

The follov. ing comparison of the different 
electorates at the la dcction will give 
,-•Jme idc a of Labour's of representative 
gov.:rnmcnt :-

Xo. of Ek{~tors. 

E!cctornte. Rt :iresentcd l ~ -

Enoggcra 
:t'linders 
Logan .. 
Mount l\iorc 111 
Nundall 
Grcgory 
Tco,vong .. 
Charters TO\vers 
Saurlg .• tc 
Queen ton 
'Yindsor 
Burke 

Totals 

Is that fai·r rCprc:-cnt.:1tion? ~othing of tlF' 
kind. It is time there was a redistribution 
of seats; and at the same time wherever we 
can save the people any rnoney by econon1ls­
ing wo haYe a duty to do it. 

Mr. PeASE: "Why did you not do that ·in 
connect: on \Yith :itiungana? 

IIIr. :\1AX\VELL: I do not de,.ire to vet 
out of order, but I v·ould like to refer the 
hon. member to the statement he made in 
this House--that he desired the Government 
'to push on with that matter, as it was the 
rir:"ht thing to do. 

The Leader of the Opposition said that 
at the time of the last redistribution all 
eeats had a fair quota on their rolls, but the 
slump in the mining and pastoral industries 
had denuded man~r area;S of population. I 
ha,·e answered that. I haYe sl10· .. n hm\ 
·ridiculous his statf!ment rs. Ho further 
said-

" Tl· proposed reduction 1,; as an evi­
dence ,of fear o~ the part of the Govcrn­
l11r-nt ncenn 1 ne rcllort 01 the f'(_rnn1l:j­
sion appoint0d would not be avo,ilable 
till next February. Tho Government 
would have absolute command of the 
situation just before the next election." 

A most ridiculous statement! Hon. m,m1wrs 
opposite know full "ell that the parh in 
power has control of elections, How ·does 
that statenwnt compare -.··ith the stn.tcment 
that was made by the hon. m .mbor for 
Gregor;~-, when he said that we were not 

IJfr. Jfa:ncell. 

Oppm lion. 

3,116 

3,:70 

game to go to the people-that we wer. 
afraid, and that when we did go to the 
people we would be daughtered ? 

The licures I h .. ve quoted show the unfair 
methods which haw been ado,Jted by theu 
part:-; yet. in the face of that, th v now 
say that the GovNnmcnt have only one 
oc'i'-'Ct in view in intro:lucing this Dill, and 
that is to prevent reprcccntation of the 
people by hon. members of their political 
opinions; but, irrf·~pcc'!.ive of that, vve are 
going to take the risk _of '·'hat the people 
think. I venture to thmk that the prople 
will hay that we arc an honest Government. 

Mr. PEASE: You have kept none of your 
promises to tlw people. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: We will leave that to 
the people. I want to qnoto some remarks 
from "I-Lnswd '' for the benefit of the hon. 
rrwlnber for Rockharnpton, who seen1ed to 
wax wroth over the matter. 

J'dr. DUNLOP: I am rea ly for you. 

:VIr. 2\IAX\VELL: The hon. member has 
made his speech. I wish to quote from 
"Ham.-rd" ior 1920, 11age 87, from the 
speech of thJ hon. member for East Too­
\Yrornba--

" I move that all the words after 
'that' be omii<ccd. with the vie-,-· of in· 
scding the following words :-

'The motion bo discharged from tho 
business-paper with a direction to the 
Governn1ent that this House is prepared 



Electoral Districts B."/l. [9 SEPTE~IBER.] Eli0toral D;;trirt~ Bill. 715 

to consider an an1cndn1cnt of t~12 Con­
-'3titntion pro\~icEng for a reduction of 
f~e n'll~lber of re-rn·esentatiycs to 
fifty.' 

31r. PcLLOCK: Is not that n1otion 1:n fnyour 
of a reduction to fifty"? 

:'Jr. }L\X\YELL: The hoD. membc·r knows 
it is noL I'\o one knovrs that better th~u1 
the hon. rnunbcr for Grcgory. 

The Go,-crunlC'nt Bro pcrfc~ tly just:;ieJ. in 
iutroJucing this 111•;a.:;ure. It will xnect a 
long-f~lt \Ya __ r, and it is tbc pcrforn1anec 
of a pll _:be given by our Govcnunent to the 
people. ...:\ 011c of the n1cn1b'--·rs supporting 

I co"g' atulate ihe GoYernment on 
anothc1· of their )Jromises to the 

}lr. KIR\YA:-.; (lJrisbunc) [<t.34]: The 
.dr_'b~·L· on tlri3 in1portant 1neastne has bc·t.'·l 
Yf'l'.Y in.tercstic1g. One of thn st ltcrnents 
made by the c\ttorney-Gc!leral as a justifira­
tiol! br the introduction of the Bill \Yas that 
i• is a Bill .: to rnake proYision for the l,~tter 

of the people in Parliament.'' 
to ,, hich all those who 
L tn cc1'ta inlv suL3cribc. 

TLL·rc has ~)('t'n, generally svcakiilt;. a greai 
\~·-ltat~on during Yeai'~ gone by in the direc­
tion of hroad::;nng the franc hi-·:, thereby 
a(1:niL"ing to th'3 rights of citizenship aucl 
t l1c priYil of exercising t 1

1c franchise a 
!jTC.Jt_r C~ YOtC'l'S CYCry yFar. 

One of the '_t- t a.cts of the Bald,vin Go-
\·crnnlcnt Britain ·was the passage 
of a Bill enfranchised 5.000,000 addi-
tional Yoters, not onlv for the eiection of 
111ern!1e1 of the Briti~h House of Cornrnon~, 
but aLJ for local goYernruent purpose". 
Conhrrst that \Yith one of the prin :ipal 
1noYcs 1nacle by the Gov£'rnment oppo'"ito 
last vear. \VhPn they altered the basis of 
·3ecur;ng , the franch~:::e in this nnportant 
State by kngthcning the period of residence 
in an elc _·tor ate ncccs~arv for that 1n1rpo-sc 
from one month to three mo;1ths. I can 
recall tho urgiEg of hen. 11l(nnbPr~ oppn~itc 
\\·hen in oppc:-:;ition in fa your of a unifc ~ln 
roll for the Commomn ;tlth and th<3 fL<1tc s; 
yet ono of the fn·st actions of the Attmncv­
Goneral, Y?ho is a responsible men•ber ;)f 
their Cabinet. ''"a'· in tho direction of an 
amendment of the Elcc~ions Act \Vhich )HO, 

vented that dc:;irablo state of affairs fron1 
'Jcing brought al•out. They ,,eenwd to be 
n1o1·e coneernccl about c1i~franchising eJ ·r:t·)r;;; 
and making it more difficult for people in 
the \Vest. esnecially, to ccct on the roll than 
to put into pr .ci:i: on(~ of the leading prin­
ciples in whic~1 they professed to be such 
strong belieYers when they sat on those 
benches. 

The Attor,_cy-Gem: al pointed out the 
n,:cessitv for the introduction of a Hedistri­
bntio!l 'of Se, t- Bill. I do not thi1<! _ ar,y 
1Jon. 1nrn1brr Yrill dispute the necess-ity foLt· 
a rcdistl·ibntion of scah. Queenslmd is a 
State in whirh the pof1ulation is Inore or lc~s 
n1igratory. largely b·~__.,ausc c ·rtain 3L :onal 
anc1 other inch~strif''~, arc responsible for pro­
Yiding a larg-0 proportion of the ,··ork of 
the electors of the State and that condi­
tion;; in those industries are not ahYa vs uni­
formh prosperous. In 1923 --ne! 1924, a bout 
20,000 1 lC'1 were following the occup~tion of 
rr1inin,.g; in Quef>ns1 an cl. .A large sect~on of 
them worked in th~ electorate of the h,,n. 
member for Flinders. because the mim's in 
:md arotwcl Cloncm;ry were then in full 

S\ving, and producinr,; a largo quantity of 
1netal as prices \VC!'e fayourable, and 
that could be done at a profit. To-day that 
numher has been reduced to about 5,COO, so 
that about 15,000 are now compelled 'to seek 
employment in other industries. That is 
one of the reasons \vhy the ho:i~. n1e!nber for 
Flindcrs does not no:,, reprcs,nt the large 
number of electors that he repres.,nted in those 
days. A similar remark applies to the hon. 
member for Mount TIIorgan, and possibly 
to the hon. member for Cook, and hem. 
m em hers like the hon. member for Charters 
To1vcrs and the hon. men1ber for QuePnton, 
\Yho n:prt- -:nt di~triC'ts ir~ \Yhich 1nining is one 
of the leading ind ustrics. 

The ho;1. rncn1ber for Cook n1ade such an 
c x1:raordinary -·tatemcnt that one linds it 
clifficult to discover the rc.1son which 
actuated him. He said qnite definitely and 
clearly that, owing to the lrgi>Ltion and 
administration of the Lab0ur Goym·mnc .t, 
affair in I\orth Quc"n. 1 ~nd ha,J become 
more or lees stagnant. As a matter of faet, 
the progress made by North Queenslancl 
was such that the people \vho lived there. 
irrespectiYc of their politic , \Yere prepared 
to achnit that the Labour Govcrnn11:~ni: ,,..~rro 
J nt umnindful of the requirements of their 
di0tric~s; situated as they "·ere so far fro~u 
the scat of government. The peoplE'' 111 
I"'"orth Qnc0nsland and in the \Vc·_,tcrn por~ 
tion of the State were convinced that the 
GoYc-rnnl cnt were certainly not a Queen 
:;:- re et G o~:crnn1C'lit. 

I \vant to give a direct contradiction to 
tlw statemcr,t hv the hon. member for 
Cook: and for th~t purpose I intend to sub­
mit the numbers on the dedoral rolls for 
ten Northern elc.torates in 1915 and again 
in 1929. We shall then be able to judge 
of the truth or otherwis,, of the statement 
made bY the hon. member. These are the 
figures_:: 

Eler~or:~te. 

Cairns 
\)ok 
Jlurl< 
Bnw,'n 
Chill<A<7'-' 
Eacham 
:Mackny .. 
Thfirani .. 
~Iendiw~hurra 
Tow,,s,-ille 

Totals 

Xo, of Electors on Tioll. 
--· -----~------

1915. 1929. 

8,:307 
4,587 
4.88-! 
6.781 
4,581 
7,186 
7,024 
7,0]1 
7,072 
5,216 

62.649 

There is an increase of 21,839. Evidently, 
when the hon. member for Cook went to 
school, subtraction was utilised with a view 
to s:bowin6 an increa-e js a dectease. The 
staten1cnt is often given -pron1inenco jn the 
press, not only in this State bnt through­
out Australia, that we are a much over­
governed people. I do not subscribe to that 
Yiew. Australia is a vast continent with 
vast space,, in which thorc arc a number of 
Yarying industries aDd varying interests. If 
the Commonwealth or the State is to be 
developed, then, as was pointed out by the 
hon. member for Gregory, it is only fair that 
there should be parliamentary representa· 
tion for the far-distant parts. The city has 

J11r. IUncan.] 
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the assistance of thrcG or four dctil v nev, 3-

papers, not to mention the weekly press, to 
advocate its requirerncnts; but, as tho hon. 
member for Gregory has pointed out, there 
is only one ne\Yspaper in his electorate-no 
doubt. a >Yeddy paper. It is more difficult 
for r ·oplo in those areas to place their 
views beforP Ministers of the Crown and 
the Go :ernmc•1t of the day, irrespective of 
their political views; ·,\ hercas it is qu: te •n 
erLsy matter for electors in metropolitan 
constituencies to have the whole of thei ,. 
grievances well ventilated in the public pre.s 
and bronQ"ht under the notice of J\Tinisters 
before bre>tkfast each day. The follo·Ting 
statement appeared iL the " Sydney I'nJ!e­
tin' of 29th Jnh-. 1931. under the· name 
'( Ro1mnon T\1al:-'p~~p :' :____:__ 

" 11cst Au tralians one meets in !he 
street or holding forlh on iho platfon:1 
arn prepar: d to swear th •t our rom­
Hl0ll1YDlth is a Eort of babv miracle in 
the >v v of oYcr-governmC>>lt. bnt that 
only ,jgnifics that tl 'ir capacity for 
being misled aL')Unts to genius. Th~ 
fc llowing list. "hich COYors , ix E"rrlish 
cpc;•king" conritries and three others," has 
son1c bcarinrr on the case. The nun1bcr 
of P<~rliamc,nt, inrlurks the Feierd ono 
\Yhcrc it L'{ibts-

Australia .. 
Canada 
Brazil 
Maoriland 
United States 
Newfmmdland 
British Isles 
Switzerland 

No. of 
i Legisla­
: tu::cs. 

7 
11 
21 

1 
49 

1 
6 

26 

Aver. ge 
:.reo, er 

Inhabi­
tants per 
I,r;ri~la­

ture. 

925,000 
00:1,100 
489.000 

1,3H,469 
2,505,000 

266,401 
8,133,000 

156,000 

" So our Commonwealth has the smal­
!f''t number of Legislatures among nine 
compared •rith area, and the sma!L.t 
number among six compared with popu­
lation.'' 

,\t 4.45 p.m .. 

l'vlr. FRY (Kurilpa), one of tlw panel of 
Temporary Chairmen, relieved ::\Ir. Speaker 
in the chair. 

::\11-. KIPWAX: This adiclo , ould make 
it u.ppear th?lt tho statement so frl'luentl~ 
made and pub'-; hod that Am,~.ralia is ovor­
gorcrw~d is not entirely correct wlwn we 
Inakc co1n.parisons vvith other countrle.3. 

In the course' of his second reading spc ''eh. 
the AttornC') -Genera] \VClJt to some pain t-o 
in1pres~ on the I--Ionse and the country zo,lc 
raiL- that the Government Yvcre onh­
ani;nated by one de,ire in introducing thi', 
~ill, and tl_ --1t was ~o. l?rin~ about an, 0qttit­
a.nJc S\ f:h:\n1 of rcdiSLnout.Ion of seats and 
to pro\,ide for the full and proper J'f'lHP· 
'Cntation of t):e )leople in this Legislature. 
w:1ellwr tho hon gentleman will be able jo 
ea: that his stateme11t has been fully jmti­
fi,~cl wh•,'ll the redistribution .actually takes 
place i" another 1natter. Porson~1Ily. I 
belic\o tha+ ho will have considerable diffi­
culty in a.ttcmptin~; to square his fo1 x ·h.t. 
with tho actual realitie'. \Ye know that 
right do·,, a the· ages anti-Labour GoY ·n­
monts awl Tory legislators have not differed. 

[Mr. I11:rwan. 

They h Ye at all times bitb.:-r:-,- Ol)po;,cJ 11ot 
only the extension of the franchise but thl' 
extension of privilcgct; generally to the great 
masses of iho people. John Boylo O'Reilly, 
ono of the great American voc,ts who li> ed 
a,:-ny back .in 1814, 1,.vrote a short poen1,. 
.: The 'l'ory." Lnd, as his Yicws are just as 
apropos to,day as they >~·ere th' '1, I propo e 
to read it-

THE TORY. 

" Patrician, Autocrat. Tory-vdwt­
EYcr his age or name, 

To the people's right, and liberties 
A traitor ever the same. 

rrhc natural crowd is .a l110b to hiln, 
Their prayer a vulgar rhyn1c. 

The frccnnn's speech is sedition. 
Tl1P patriot's deed a crime. 

\\'hate. er tho r'l.ce, the law, the land, 
\'\"h,;tcver the time or throne; 

The Tory is ahvays a traitor to 
EYer} class but his oY~·n." 

\Vo can only iudge ho",\" thi, particular 
redistribution scheme V.'ill operate by com­
}Jaring it v;,·ith a sin1ilar schc1110 of redistri­
bntio~l r·hich \\·as 111a~L\ in "\Ticioria four 
years ac,o. The hm , •m '11!}-cr for 'I'oo­
:~:onr; 1n 1t to d:>n1c C'1n~idcL.blc pains 
m an endeavour to show what the position 
\Vtts regarding a nun1ber of elc,_:toratcs in 
this State; but he overlooked the fact, as 
I pointed out in my opening rcn1n1~ks) that 
thu increase in the number of electors in 
smne cnseq ,~,-as due to the shifting and 
gt'O\ving population. Certain electorates 
rc 1H·c,entcd by l>on. members opposite haY0 
--ho1Yn a tren1cndous incrt:nsc in population 
dnring the last ten or twelve ye,rs. In the 
clidrict represented by the hon. member fm· 
Enoggora is the growing suburb of :\Iitchel­
ton, 1nhich :.-na.n:v y£FHS <lgO f'Ontained 
one honsc on the crest of the hill. There 
wns no other house for miles around. 
To-day that snburb is fast bcC'on1il1": a 
populOus one. and contains ,:;;trc~t after str~ct 
of homes. most!•- worker,' dwellings &nd 
\Yorker.~' homes. , \..s a nudJcr of fJ.ct. as 
·,vas poin+cd ont b;.· tho hoE. m<·mher fm· 
Flinder~. r redistribution took place ~olJow­
ill'_, upon the influ.:: of populat·ion in those 
electorates. 

I c.--._n do no l1' ·tC'r thrtn giYr ~ho;,Y-
ing the position in "\ ictoria a rccl;s-
tributioJJ , C'lH 1TIC 'Yhich - J;-; L£lfried out 
thr·re. FolJowin~ the- cx?n;.r:r ,et b-: the­
hnn. menc!Je•· for Too' nY) • l sL li •wt.• fh·o 
c:.nrtr~~ Plcctorcth_s and ron1f' ~ rt-' the posi­
tion th0ro with five citv okcloratPs. The 
figures, ,, hich are tak~n from the J\Icl 
bonrne "Age" of 14th Februar~-. 1827, show 
the IJC',itiol1 follo\YiHg a rccli~tribution that 
\Ya'l ( 'trried ont as tL r(' ,ult of Jcgjslatiou 
p;c sed L:, the ~\llan GoYornme"tt 

Metropolitan 
Electorat> 

Hich1nond 
St Kildrt 
Pmhran 
Caulfidd 
Collingwood 

24,749 
2±,!\63 
2±,567 

~:'~0723 
...,,>,I 

Gippsland East i. 

: B(~wunhra .. 1 

I 

J\Iil.lma .. : 
s,rnn Hill .. ! 

W anga ra tte. . . I, 

No. of 
El1 ctors. 

7,035 
8,017 
8,750 
8,77.'> 
9,091 

L will be ''on that tho people m the coun­
trv ha.vo about one Yoto for every three 
d~ctors in the city. 
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The po ition -o far as tlw Legislative 
Cuurcil of \ ictoria Js conc:crned is cYen n1ore 

Ra:.t y.-:vrr 1 

l\felbollu'0, .. 
l-\IribonL1:_; East 
l\lelhonrnc North 
l\fc'bournP Soni-h 
:tL:bournc \\~: Jt 

Total 

,)(' -,70 
2R :lll 
~n.l;"-i 
t)~.2.)2 
,'20,0/:2 
~:?.,:') !-0 

210,-1-19 

As a rewlt f the operations of that par­
ticular reJi _ tribution schon1e in ·victoria, 
a rnost cxtaordinarv position arose at -the 
laet election, as th; following· figures will 
disclose:-

Total electors on roll 903.000 
28 Labour members were re-

i urned, n•presenting 539,000 
15 Kationalist members were 

re-turned, reprcscrting 234,000 
10 Farmers' Union rnembc · ' 

were returned, rqnesenting 100.000 
Majority for Labour 200,000 

I: will be see-n that, although Labour repre­
sented a majority of the electors, it was 
onl;· possible for that party to ·-.ecure twenty­
eig-ht of the sixty-five seats available. It 
i-; all vcrv \vcl1 for hon. members opposite 
to talk 'a bout t;crrymandcring the elec­
m·atc'. I have l'iven a ctriking illustration 
of first-cla33 g<'rr;,mandcring under a ::'\ation­
alist Govcrmm'nt. aid••d and abetted by sup­
porters of the Fn.nncrs' Union Party. 

The AUORXEY-GEXERAL: \Vhat lns that to 
do with Qtwensland? 

~.rr. KIRWAJ'\: Tho onlv wav we can 
judge ~s to the probable ~ttitudc of the 
Quecnsbnd Government in a matter of this 
kind is to view what their colleagues have 
donE' in f'inti1ar cirrurnstancPs in Victoria. 
(GovNnmc>1t di"cnt.) It i no good hon. 
n1en1bcr3 oppo,~ite ~ ctlng ri Pontius Pi late 
t1id-vr,~l1in~r their hand:, and disclai1ning 
responsihilit.,. , 

Mr. l\l \X\ ELL: ·what c ':lout Le.ng' 

i\lr. K.IRWAN: The hon. mcmb•r for 
Toov ong- ·was Y(ry chiqr- here ·wl1cn a 
gtaph appeared in tho Brishcmc pro,·.·· 
tl,at the SaYings Bank of :\ep· South \Ynles 
had closccl. Sorne ho:L lllC'lllbcrs f'itting on 
th • Go\Trnmc•nt back bcnchc · ask eel the Prc-
1-:;·J_icr had he noticed a prr~ :'graph in the 

that the Government Savings Bank of 
South \\Tales had closed. 

:\[r. :\I.HV'ELL: It v;as not I. 

c\Ir. KITl\Y.\::'\: I did not sav it was the 
lwn. mcmbN; but I do say thnt the hon. 
n1cmb0r and a fl'W rnore had a rc'aJ good 
hntgh OYr>r the n·Jfortun··te positioll in :\e\Y 
South \Yale,, I3nt the chickem came home 
to roost. and there was no lRugh whcr the 
I-Ioust> n1et en Tnr~;da...-,~ ov:iLg to a f'in1ilar 
nnfortunnh' no-:ition in this State. when two 
banks \Yhieh, are solvent had temporarily to 
close their doors. 

I :m Ye "lrl'ady explained \vhat w: s clone 
in \ 7 iciJria; and I haYe no hesitation in 

pronounced, as the follmYing figures will 
show:-

Connt.ry Electoratl I 1\o. of Electors. 

'----~--------.1--------
' Bendk"') 

Gippsland 
Krlson 
Korthr-rn .. 
North-Ea"-trrn 
North-Western 

' Southern .. 
, South-Jcastern 
South-Western 
Wellington .. 

:Western 

Total 

, 
11,337 
17,6-,t;') 
11,853 
1il,UJO 
12,909 
21,o;,:J 
16,844 
45,630 
21,981 
11,600 
1;),706 

202,526 

::-aying that thr present Go c·rn1ncrt jn this 
S+ de will do identically the same in Queens­
land, because thev arc out to achieve the 
f' 'mo purpoqe. T'ho Mcibonrnc '' "~gc" of 
19th March, 1927-onc of the leading ::'\ation­
oJist papers of the (\Jrn:110l1\1. oalth-had this 
to saY about the redistribution scheme when 
fw r;PW clcC'torates were n1entlow~cl in the 
daily prc ·s-

" Figures showing the electoral 
strength of the State <':Jllstituencies as 
now recast emphasise the infamy of the 
Arygle Redistribution Act. 

" The miserable part of the story is 
that the effect was not only known, but 
deliberately planned, and the motive \YclS 

only too obviously politically dishonect. 
All principle went down before the deter­
mination of those who had seized offico 
to so 'rig' the constituencie1 that they 
\Youlcl have a very good chance of coming 
back from the elections with sufficient 
numbers to claim another turn at . the 
Trt'asury. EverybodY knows this. It is; 
therefore, particularl:~.r nauseating to 
hear ::VIr. Lawson. leader of the Nation­
alist Party, follm;·ing up his apologia in 
the policy speech with an attempt to 
conYcy the in1prc""ion that son1e other 
purpose bt'side unprincipled political self­
int cr~st inspired the drafting of the 
redistribution scheme and justified its 
bludgeoning th:tough ParJ ifl_1ncnt." 

I have no hesitation in saying deliberately 
and with a full rccor-nition of nr;· respon­
sibilities as a nFmber of this I-Iuuse that 
\vhat the ::\ ationn.list Government did in 
Victoria the Queencland GovO''nment will do 
bcrc, if the:,;- do not do :-orr.cthin6 \YOrsc. 

'The following extract from an article 
\Filtcn by a banistcr appeared in the Mel­
bourne "Ago" of 24th January, 1927-

" The fusion sePks to substitute for 
majorit:.- rule nnd an hone't electoral 
law a dcgra ded form of govenunent, (on­
sisting of a cabal dominated, not by 
honc:Jt conviction;-:, or sound principles, 
but by intrigue and the silent operation 
of money bags." 

:\Ir. KEPR: Th ,t does not frL 

:;}lr. KIR \VA:\: I have taken an interest 
in tlt< politics of my nctiYe State oYer since 
L88; and I know e0mething of the methods 
adopted following on the appearance in this 
Chamber of the first batch of .Labour mem­
bers in 1893. The numbers graduall:r in­
crease,·! until 1915, when Labour assumed the 
goYcrnment of the country. 

· !Jl r Kincan.] 
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I can well remember a circular being 
is,-ued by a gentleman named Robert 
Bulcock, who \Yas the secretary of the 
"Political As;,," as it \Y.cS then called at that 
time-the political association of which, 
strange to say, the Premier of the day, the 
late Sir Hugh Nelson, was the president. 
This gentleman had the brazen effrontery to 
issue a circula·r to every electoral registrar 
and to every justice of the peace in the State 
,whose names he could secure giving them 
dirutions as to how they should prepare the 
rolls. 

Mr. KERB: \Ve are past those days. 

::\1r. KIR\YA?\: We are past those dayc. 
becaus Labour Governrnnnts have purifiecl 
Queensland politic•. (Government laughter.) 
The hon. member and his party recently 
attempted in a certain action to ftx certain 
di·crcclitablc work on to the shoulders of 
two ex,Premicrs of this State, but the "fom· 
just n1.en" on ,.shorn the onus "\vas ca~t-. 
acquitted them, notwithstanding tlmt ''"' 
heard about " irresistible inferences" and 
"the hand that came out of the shadowc." 

The Atlorney,(icneral in his address vcs, 
trrday nftcrnoOn sa fit to n1akc an at(ack 
on the hon. rr1crnbcr for :Flinders, \Yho wa.s 
AttornoY-GeJwral in the law Ln.bour Admin­
istration, by n1aking certain references to a 
regulation which was brought into operation 
prior to tho last olLdion. That particular 
regulation \Va~ certainly jssued. ~"-lthough 
the Attorncv-Gcnoral read the regulation, I 
arn going tO read it again, and I want- to 
read smnothing else in connection with :it. 

The ATTORXEY-GE:\ERAL: I suppose you 
remember the day it was passed? 

::\Ir. Kilt \Y A='f: Yes, I do; and, although 
the hon. gentlenutn did not say anything 
about ]t, I kuow a great deal in connection 
with that nHltlcr. I am quoting from the 
·· Qu~.___ lt~l-ltu...l G(J\"l u tllent Ga1cttc .. , of 10th 
2\Iay, 1929, p. 12\iS. The rrgulation reads-

" 51 (a) For the purpo·'·- -, of scdion 69 
o£ the su:id Act, if any elector i~· unable 
to n'ad or is blind he· may sign the 
en ,!o_ Clllcnt upon the en-.;cJOpc as 
requii·od by snbs.ction 2 of the said sec­
tion by making his mark thereto in the 
pres·:nce of the presiding officer, and if 
they desire to be pF;ent in the presenc·2 
and sight of the poll clerk, candidates, 
and scrutineers, and the presiding offic,,·r 
shall upon such endorsement cer~if:,, that 
tho questions and answers so endorsed 
oa the envelope were previously read 
over and explained to such elector pre­
viously to his so making his mark, and 
that such elector understood the nature 
and contents thereof. 

" (b) For the purposes of subsections 6 
and 7 of '-cction 6S aforesaid, the presid­
ing officer may record the vote of an:,· 
elector refer•red to in the last preceding 
paragraph by writing for such elector in 
the presence of the persons specified in 
the aforesaid paragraph hereof, the name 
of the can<lidatc, or (in the case of a 
contingent vote) the candidates for whom 
such elector cl e'ires to vote. 

" (e) For all the purposes of section 6 
aforesaid the mark so made by any such 
elector a~ hereinbefore specified shall be 
his signa tu re." 

What is wrong with that regulation? What 
is all this attempt to create an atmosphere? 

[Mr. Kit·wan. 

Then the hon. gentleman, after reading the 
regulation, went on and said something about 
the peculiar coincidence which had occurretL 
Then he read out the absent votes for the 
Brisbane electorate, but did not read out the 
absent Yotc s for any other electorate. The 
only suggestion made by the hon. gentleman 
wa that I o\\ o my seat in this House to the 
passage of that regulation. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: To the absent 
Yotes, 

::\Ir. KIR\V"\N: If the hon. gentleman 
nys that it is due to that Tegulation tha~ I 
owe mv seat in this House, I feel like sayrng 
something that might bring me into conflict 
,y} Lh the ·Chair. 

The ATTOR:\EY-GEKERAL: Before :,-on do 
that, tell us why ~·ou pas-;ed the regulation 
just on the eye of'thc election. 

::\Ir. KIRWA);I: The polio~- of the Labour 
Part\· has al-~. a vs been to r-ndca Your to n1akt.: 
the opportunities for people to record their 
Yotes as cas\? as possible. That is in nLcrkcd 
contrast to the polic:.· of hon. membc~·s op)10· 
~ite, \Yho 111akP it as diffi<'nlt ns possible. If 
the- rr>~ula1ion issued the late A~ttor1~c-y~ 
Gcncn~.l Y'l'as such an regula.~i~nJ 
\\-hy chcl the hon. gfmtlernan not r,•peal h. 

The ATTORKEY-GENERAL: I did. 

:\lr. KITIW.\N: When? The hon. ge>Jtlc­
man does not know the ciatc. 

The ATTom;r:Y-GE:'rER '.L: I 
before the first by-election. 

repraled .. 
h 

::\1r. KIR\Y AN: The hon. . :-ntleman no 
doubt repealed it quite rr,:eu:ly. That par­
ticular regulation was recommended by tho 
officer,, who administered the Act. An:; 
:\Iinister on the front bench \Yho is preparect 
to tell the truth will admit that, if any of 
his officers suggest to the l\Iinlstcr the neces­
sitv for certain regulations under the Elec­
tio'ns Act or any other Act, and those regula­
t io::, do IhJi 1n-,-nlYe an:· que -tlc , of GoYern­
ment policy, but are simply requi1·ed for .the 
srnoother working of the Art m questron, 
generally speaking, the Thiinister ~grees to 
them without taking them to CabmeL If, 
on the other hand, they inYoh-e a question 
of policv. the Minister concerned would fed 
i•. incumbent upon him to take them to 
Cabinet, explain them to his colleagues,. and 
point out where he thought they conflicted 
with the policy of the Gowrnment or pre­
yented it from being effectiYely ce.rried ont. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: \Yould YOU call a 
special Cabinet meeting before th~ elections 
just for that? 

::\Ir. KIRWAN: No, J did not R".~' that. 
The hon. gentleman knows the Cabinet meet­
iniT at which that regulation was dealt with; 
an"d he ought to know that Cabinet meetings 
arc held on Tuesdays, and Exccuti ve Council 
meetings are held on Thursdays or Fri?aye. 
and that a regulation cannot be pubhshed 
until it receive> the signature of the Go­
vernor. I want to point out also that the 
principle involved in that regulation, to 
which the hon. gentleman has taken such 
strong exception, has been in operation in 
the Federal arena for a number of years; 
and the Bruce-Page Government did not 
find that anv terrible results accrued from it. 
The instructions to presiding officers issued 
by the Commonwealth of Australia under the 
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Comm?nwealth Electoral Act contains this 
prOVlSlQU-

" ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN ELECTORS VOTING 
AS (a) ABSENT VOTEHS OR (b) SECTIO:<! 
~lA, 121 OR 121A VOTERS. 

" 43. (1) If any voter, being an absent 
voter or a Section 9la, 121, or 12h 
voter, satisfips the presiding officer that 
his sight is so impaired or that he is 
so physically incapacitated that he is 
unable to 'oto without assistance, the 
presiding officer shall take the following 
action:--

(a) Fill in the form of declamtion 
with the required particulars as 
reque,tccl by such v oicr : 

(b) R(•acl over to the v0ter the form 
of declaration; 

(c) Require the voter to sign the 
form of doclaratio'C-

(i.) In his mm ·riting, if he i· 
able to do so: 

(ii.) With his mark, as his personal 
signature, if he is unable to sign his 
narru] in his O\Vn handwriting; 
(d) Cause the signatnro of the voter, 

if made by rnr:an:o:: of a D1(1 rk, to 1--,c 
itnessed by a. srru hneer prcsr ·1t, or, 

if no scrutineer bP present, by the 
poll clerk o the pc1wn appointed by 
ihe Yot12r; 

(c) Complete and attest the dcclalct· 
tion; 

(f) Permit a person appointed by the 
voter to er~ter an unoccupied con1part~ 
ment of ih'.' booth with tho voter, and 
to mark and fold the ballot-paper or 
ballot-papers (as the ca, e requires) 
for the voter; 

lu) Enclose the ballot-paper or 
ballot-papers in the envelope bcc~ring 
the voter's declaration and dulv 
addrc-secl in accordance with the dircc· 
ti ons thorcon; 

lh) Sccunh h'bn the em·elnpe and 
deposit it in the ballot-box. (Sec Rc:.;·u­
lation 50.) 
" (2) If any voter to whom paragraph 

(1) o£ this inctruction appli<' fails to 
appoint a person pursuant to that par · 
graph or if any voter who claims to 
vote as an al ·,ant v0ter satisfies the 
presiding officer that he is so illiterate 
that he is nnable to vote without assist· 
ancc. the presiding officer shall take the 
action indicate l in sub-·•aragranhs (a) 
to (e) inchmive of that paragraph and 
shall. in the presence of sue h scrutineers 
as mav be present, or if thoro he uo 
scrutineers present. thcn-

(i.) In the presence of the poll clerk, 
or 

(ii.) If the voter so desires, in the 
presence of a person appoint·cd bv mch 
voter, inste1d of the poll clerk: 

(a) Mark and fold the ballot·r.:tper 
or ballot-papers (as the case requires) 
for the voter ; 

(b) Endose the ballot-paper or 
ballot-papers in the envelope bearing­
the absent voter's declaration; and 

(c) Securely fasten the envelope 
and deposit it in the ballot-box. (Sec 
Regulation 50 (2).) " 

That r0g-ulation is in operation in the Com­
monwenJth sphere, and no doubt was seen 
either by an officer of the State Electoral 

Office or the Department of ,Jus tire. I can· 
not rem em bcr at the present time whether 
the regulation was suggostel by Mr. Cole 
the Chief Electoral Officer, or by Mr. r nter: 
Under Secretary, Department of Justice. as 
a resuh of thoi ,. experience in conducting 
el<>ctions; but I do recollect that the regu­
lation was brought under my notice, and it 
was pointed out that a similar regulation 
which had b on in operation in the Corn· 
monwealth sphere for a considerable number 
of years had conduced vory largely to the· 
c,m'?oth working of the law by granting 
fac1htws to unfortunate people suffering 
from disabilities, enabling them to record 
their votes. A simil.ll' regulation has now 
been repealed by this Government. They 
are out to make it as difficult as possible 
for people to record their yotcs, particularly 
blind and illiterate people; and the Attorney­
GPnera l glories in the f ·et that his (.:overn­
nu•nt arc rcsponsibl0 for repealing <: regu­
lation framed for the specific purpose of 
granting thc'e facilities. 

The ATTon:;;r:Y-GE!\ERAL: I have .oskcd vou 
f~r an explanation "·hich :;·ou haYe not 'yet 
[IVf'n. 

Mr. KIRvVAX: I have uiwn a sufficient 
explanation to satisfy nconlc >vho are 
ir:tcre~tPd in an cxplmla.tiOn. ~ 

Th · ATTOH!'E:!·CE:;;nr·L: All that I can 
>a 7 is. ths: I do not believe your e:cplana · 
ti~n. · 

At 5.11 p.m., 

1h. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

:\lr. KIRv\'A'<: The hon. gentleman can 
wy ·what he like-<. The: Federal regulation 
perm\its an elector to llOIHinate SOllle l)80plc 
to re' ore! :t vot · for him. If a person sufiN,; 
f.i'on1 in1paired c--csight th0rc is nothing t-o 
prevent hirn frOlll no1ninating smnc rclatiYe 
or fr;cnd to ·o into tho polling booth with 
him, tc kc th. ballot-paper from the presid­
ing ofiicet·. go to the receptacle provided, 
and rJcorrl the vote in accordance with the 
wishes of the elector. That is not ncrmitted 
nncL:r i\e rc-gnlations in opcr-~tloll in this 
State. I mention that because it demon­
strJtes that the contention of the \.ttornev­
Ccncral is qu;tc wrong. He sought to con­
' ey the impression ihat something highly 
improper had been done with a vie" to 
fa-yourinr: rnc as against n1y op11onent in 
the Brisbane election. He endeavoured to 
"uggest that the regulation refcrrGd to •,-,·ae 
respon ible for my return to this Pm·lia­
ment. I expect no quarter from the hon. 
g•,ntlcman, his Government, or hi,, part:·; 
and I never get any. I have always fought 
a fair anJ clc an fight in every Brisbane 
con~-t::2,t, and will do so on the next occasion. 
At o,ny rate, I have never been associal<7d 
with a party or a Government that endea· 
voured to get to the Treasury benches by 
bribery and corruption. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon. 
p;entleman to withdraw that expression; it 
is quite unparliamentary. 

Mr. KIRWAN: In deference to you, Mr. 
Speaker, I withdraw. 

Mr. SW AYNE (Jfirnni) [5.15]: 'There can 
bP no disagreement on one point, and that is 
that an amendment of the Electoral Districts 
Act of 1922 is very much required. When 
we have electorates containing 3,000 elPctors, 
and otber electorates containing 12,000 elec-

Mr. Swayne.] 
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tors and over on the 10ll, it must be appar­
ent' that the anomaly is so groat that it is 
time a more equitable distribution of voting 
pc,wcr was brought about. That is what 
this Bill seeks to do. 

There has been such a conti{mal stream 
vf charges of n1alprad·~ce, invectiYe, and so 
,on fron1 hen. Inerr1bers opposite, that I pro­
pose to examine them in detaiL The dis­
parity at prc .>ent between electorates repre­
sented by hon. member.- opposite, who havo 
a di;;proportiona tely small number of elec­
tors in their olectoratc-.;, and olectorates repre­
sented by hon. members on this side has 
been allowed to remain year after year in 
total oppo,ition to the principles of the Act 
and the principles of democracy. It has 
been said that the p;rt ,,ent anomalous con­
dition.· an' ill the main duo to the decline in 
the mining industry, and that at the time the 
Act was pasoed, in 1922, they '\'ere not appar­
ent. That statement made by the Leader 
of the Opposition is perfect!:.' untrue. I 
haYe ilgm·t•s showing tlw number of electors 
in the vr~rious electorates in 1921, just prior 
to the last redistribution. I have the figures 
of three farming cler:toratcs which were 
abolished under that Act on the ground that 
thej did not pm.scss the number of yoters to 
entitle them to separate representation in 
Parliament, and I have also the figures of 
the eurolments in three el0ctorates represented 
by hon. members opp•Jsito ,hawing that they 
\Yore ·-maller than the three farming elec­
torates that were aboli-,hed; yet the latter 
arc represented in Parliament to-day on the 
other side. At the Lime of the redistribu­
tion in 1922 I find that the total number of 
electors enroll0el fnr the three farming con­
stituencies abolished were-

Dra:, ton 
l\Iusgrave 
Pittsworth 

4,502 
3,786 
4,170 

Kno\Ying the regard hon. members have for 
the farmer it is not to be wondered that 
these c>lcctomtt s "ere abolished, and that 
the fa,.mers resident therein were deprived 
of separate paraliamentar,\ representation. 
Regarding the three seats represented by 
hon. members opposite ·,-hich were not inter­
fered with, I find that their voting strength 
was-

Burkf, 2,053 
Chillagoo 2.0u3 
Queenton 3,204 

V,'hat is the use of hon. members opposite 
talking of justice and fairplay whe 1 they 
were guilty of such a 'Slaring cxtlrnple of 
maladministration as that? Two of the 
f"r:ning seats I have rmotc·d contained more 
than twicl' the numbt :· of electors in two 
of the mining seats represented Ly hon. 
members opposite. anrl which were retained. 
The position in England prior to the intro­
duction of the Reform Bill of 183'2 was not 
wors0 than tha.t. It \Yill be seen that hon. 
1ne1ubers oppo~ite drp1~iYrd th(? prirnary pro­
ducer of representation in thi·· Parliament, 
ancl yet retained pocket boroughs for thern­
scl\res. 

This n1casuro seeks to bring about the 
equitable representation d the rcople in 
l' .• rliament. It seeks to affirm the principle 
that the quota of electors for cit:· ckdoratos 
shonld be higher than the quota for country 
electo-rates because of the large areas com­
prised in country electorates. 'i'he hon. mem­
ber for Brisbane and other hon. members on 
the other side have spoken in favour of that 

[lllr. S1cayne. 

principle; therefore, although they took these 
seats away from the farmers, in theory they 
admit that it is desirable that a margin 
should be ·llowt-cl to country electorates. 
vVben hon. members opposite had the oppor­
tunity to apply that margin to the country 
electorates they did not do so, but applied 
it rather to the city electorates. That sho\'.8 
clearly that their theories are not in any 
way in accord with their practice. 

Had there bl'en an equiL ble distribution 
of voting po\\ or in past clectio11S, the L~Lbour 
Party y:oulcl not have boon r +nrned as the 
Government of the day; but would have 
been consigned to the Opposition benches 
much sooner than thev actuallv were. Elec­
tion after election "thPy reprccented a 
minority of the electors in this State; but 
thev still became the Govorn!nent because 
of "their gerrymandering the electorates. 
Ev<'n that action, however, did not prevent 
their defeat at the last election. Thcv are 
now out of office, and are likely to remain 
in that position for many c"ears to come. 

Figures have already been quoted showing 
tlw true test of the opinion of the Queensland 
electors. and it is hardly necessary for me to 
repeat them. I do, ho,,evcr, desirr to refer 
to the question of the residential qualification 
for enrolment pm·poses. 'Cndonbtc dly there 
has been duplicate and triplicat" voting in 
the past. For instance, in 1920 there were 
more voters on the State rolls than there 
were arlults in the State. A comparison of 
the following figure·-, showing the number of 
voters on the State and Commonwealth rolls 
for the year 1926 will be illuminating to 
those hou. members who have arw doubt that 
irregular voting took place- c 

Number on ;:,Llte clecto!'al 
rolls 484,000 

:1\umber on Commomvealth 
electoral rolls 449.000 

Excess on Stat0 electoral 
rolls 35,000 

'When ,, ,, find that under tho legislation of 
the Lab1ur Goy, rnn1cnt there \vere n1ore 
voters enrolled than there were adults in the 
State' tho onlv inference io draw is that 
double Yotlng V occurred in Qonte iJJstance::. 
All that this Bill will do is to en me thJ 
franchise to tho<c \vho arP entitled to it. 

It is surely not too much to sav that a 
three months' residential qualificatio-n is fair. 
,\t any rate, it oln-iatcs the inju -tice which 
occ·urred in the past, when, jus: before• roll­
ing day, voters were ruchcd to certain ckc­
torates in order to avert what othonYise 
would have b"cn a d<'fc t for followers of 
the Labour Party. The intcubo;, of the 
present GoYcrnn1ei1t i:" that ha1 J-1rorking 
thrifty !J'_Op]o in a cli>tri<. r,c' b" S\VC,,Jt 
out of existence by an \:vavo of nmnadiC 
voter brought tPmpt r:1rily to a district. \Ve 
have had instanCCQ, \Vherc navvies have been 
sent into electorates just before nn election 
when there was absolutely no work for them 
to do nm even shovels to work with. Again, 
in the sugar districts people ha vo come to 
v. ork on the wharves and in the canefields 
a feY.' days before an election, and they have 
been put on the roll for the di.;trict. That 
sort of thino· is not right; and any measure 
that will p1:'evcnt that kind of thing in the 
future should have the support of eyery right­
thinking man and ,,_-Olnan. 

Vr~rious charges have been made by hon. 
members opposite in regard to th intention 
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of the Government; bnt, if honourable mem­
bers opposite abuse their opponents for 
soinc partic,1lar misdemc.anour, it can be 
taken almost as an axiom that they them­
s Jvcs arc guilty of that misdemeanour. 
They alJtue the other fellow for doing some­
thino- that they do themselves. Anyone 
who~has studied politics will realise that that 
has been the case in this instance. I do not 
int0nd to speak at any length, as the· subject 
has been well thrashed out; but I ·wanted 
to deal with the figures in regard to country 
electorates which have been wiped out, 
because I do not think they have been 
refmred to before. The figures I have 
quoted give a glaring exposure of the real 
attitude of the party opposite towards the 
farming electorates. They wiped out farm­
ino- electorates containing double the number 
ot electors on the rolls of seats which they 
retained for themselves. 

On several occasions the expenditure of 
loan money has been used for electioneering 
purposes. The total appropriation of loan 
monev for the vear 1925-26 was £5,579,557. 
For the firsL eig·ht months of the year the 
amount expended was £2,712,436, while in 
the following four months-dl.lring which 
time the dections took place-the expendi­
ture was £2,867,121. During 1923 the expen­
diture from loan funds was as follows:-

Quarter 
1922 

Qu ·rter 
1922 

£ 
ending 30th September, 

677.066 
ending 31st Dec!'mber, 

878,821 
Qunrter ending 31st :\larch, 

1923 .. . ... . . . ... 826,265 
Qcw rter ending 3Cth June. 1923 1,319 597 

It was during the last quarter of the year 
that a general election took place. Then it 
is well known that in the year 1923 the 
Willowburn works were started in Too­
woomba just prior to the election and closed 
down after the election. It was kept clos.ed 
down until the· next election came on, when 
it was a.sain restarted. 

In view of the various happenings to which 
I have drawn attention it ill becomes hon. 
members oppc,·ite to state that it is the 
intention of the Government to do an 
improper thing in regard to this legislation. 
The hon. member for Brisbane went back 
thirty-fi vo years to find something that he 
thought might reflect m some "ay upon hon. 
members on this side of the House. When 
he had to go back to that remote period for 
a concrete case we can rest assured that our 
conduct in this •respect has been most exem­
plary. 

:Ylr. \YI:\'STANLEY (Quecnton) [5.30]: A 
vcrv inh rco,:ting di cussion has taken place on 
this quc,tio:l. Hon. members opposite h~;-e 
spccilieally dealt with one aspect of the 
matter an cl ha vc lashed t hemsol ves m to a 
furv dver the figures with regard to the 
number of electors in three or four metro­
politan con.-,tituencics in con1parison with 
some of the remote ro4ntry electorates in 
which the numbers arc small. If the position 
\Vith rl'r.;ard to tho::r3 countr_,· PlPctorat~'s was 
as bad· as represented, and city elector~tes 
ha.cl suffered in consequence, there nnght 
haYc bef'n something in the argument of hon. 
members opposite; but the figures show that 
the electorates arc more advantage-
on~h.,. \vith than f::u·~a\va..,.,T electorates 
·whi~h h[l>:."C been ITlE'llhoneiJ. rYC'rvbody 
knmys thnt the mr tropolitnn electoral s ha·ce 
their int• rests looked after by the City Coun-
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cil, progress, ratopavers', and taxpayers' 
;; .. ssnciations) and rnan.v other organisations 
and institutions, which are all practically 
within ten minutes of the Government offices. 
'l'he people in these electorates can wait upon 
the authorities and place their grievances 
before them, whereas people in the outside 
districts are utterly without all these oppor­
tunities. I say without hesitation that the 
metropolitan electorates have a great adyan­
tago over the country electorates in many 
ways. 

Again, tho nqmbers on the State rolls com­
pared with the numbers on the Federal rolls 
have been quoted by hon. members oppo­
site, and statements have been made about 
the excess numbers on the State rolls. The 
point is that we on this side have been 
charged with manipulation of the State 
rolls while we were in power owing to the 
excess numbers theroon and with doing some­
thing wrong. The present Government have 
been in power for two ye&rs ; and, if they 
had done everything right, the numbers on 
the Federal and State rolls would corre­
spond; but we know that that is not the 
case, and there is an exce-s number of 
names on the State roll, in spite of the 
thousands of people they have taken off. 
Everyone who knows anything at all about 
the matter knows quite well that the Federal 
authorities have always struck off the name 
of an elect<Jr when he has left not merely 
the electorate but the divison in which he 
has lived. Consequently, there is always a 
large nlnnber of nan1es in course of tran­
sition from one subdivision to another, as 
well as from one electorate to another in 
connection with the Federal roll. As a con­
sequence there are always a lot of names 
which do not appear on the roll. Yet, if 
an official roll was published quarterly 
instead of at a general election those names 
would be there, All the talk about the 
discrepancy between the numbers of electors 
in country as compared with city electorates, 
or as between Commonwealth rolls and 
State rolls, amounts to nothing when we 
investigate the matter. 

It appears to mP that ther~ are three out­
staHding principles in this Bill-reduction, 
redistribution, and retribution. The remarks 
of the hon. n1r mbcr for Toombul in connec­
tion -with the Bill led one to that c·Jnclusion. 

I listened to the Attorney-General's 
speech; and I am not sure whether it can 
be more aptly described as an explanation, 
an apology, or a defence of what the 
Government are doing. But, whatever it 
may be t .. rmed, I do not think the hon. 
gcntlcn1an \Vas able to convince even him­
self, much less 11nybody on this side of the 
House, that the Government in introducing 
it, and especially in introducing it just 
before the elections, were actuated by dis­
interested n1otives, or n1ptives a3 pure as 
tho-e which they would try to suggest they 
really possess. The real reasons set forth 
for the introduction of the Bill were not 
the correct reasons. Put this alongside the 
Elections Act-and we know ·.dmt can be 
clone under the Elections Act-<tnd it seems 
to me that the real reason for the pasc-age 
of the Bill is to provide cities of refuge for 
members of the Gm-ernmcnt Part:- to pro­
tect the·n from the "Tath that thev know 
is going to corne. They are trying to n1ake 
their position as secure as they possibly 
can under very difficult circumstances. 

Mr. Winstanlcy.] 



722 Electoral Districts Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Electoral Districts Bill. 

I do not know whether the title of the 
Bill is intended as a piece of dP!icato irony; 
but it is so beyond que,tion, for we 
are told that it is a Bill, amongst other 
things, for " the better representation of the 
people of Queensland in Parliament." One 
cannot help smiling at that. It is often 
said that one cannot tell a sausage by its 
skin. Ccrtuink ono cannot judge this Bill 
by its title. because, ·when one comes to 
diEsect it, and when one has listened to the 
speeches made in support of it, one can 
come to only one conclusion, and that is 
that the intentions of the Government and 
the effects of the Bill arc in quite a different 
direction from what one would gather frona 
the title. 

On the question of the representation of 
the cii:;· as against that of the country, it 
ha practicall.. alwuys been ?.dmitted that 
country cl ctoratcs should not be expected 
to cont'lin as many voters as city elector­
ates. That principle was conceded in the first 
Electoral Districts Act and in the second 
Elc· tor.tl Di:ctricL Act, and, the principle 
ha ,-in~ he en admitted, the only question is 
how far that principlp should go. My con­
tention is that in this Bill it does not go 
far onour:h. I think that a mar:i·in of 20 
per cent. >Lbove or below the quota is not 
sufficic,nt. If it had been 25 per cent. or 
even 30 per cent., it would not have been 
tc:> much. If elector,[,.-, far removed from 
the c mtre of goveu,mcnt were permitted a 
margin of 30 per cert. l-dow the rmota, I 
do not think an:·body would have slifiered. 

All the figures that have been quoted and 
all tho points that have been made bv hon. 
rn"nlbcr.:l oppo:::itc hav:.) been quoted or~ made 
upon circm1Btances which rul0d immediately 
preceding a rcdi~tribution. After th" re :!is­
tribution of 1910 the numbers wcr0 fairl7 
equitable; and after the redistribution of 
1922 the- v. ere faidy equitable a !eo; but, 
after ycnr3 hitve clap5cd, especially in 
cour~trv districts \~'here industries fluctuate 
and worker,, mJgratc, it is almost impos-ible, 
without a rcdi t!'ibdion every year-which 
would be too costlv ancl inconvenient-to 
kee" the numbers c<]uitable. J\Iy contention 
is that nobod-- is S'lffcring very much. As 
a matter of fact, this Bill is doing what the 
prc~cnt Go,·crnn1cnt haY€' YCf"~ often done­
that is, professiDg to gi,·c s'omethinp; with 
one hand and the next moment snatching it 
back with the other. For instance countrv 
electorates arc supposed to be' allowed 
sm ,l!er enrolments than tmYn electorates; 
yet cl,doratcs within the boundaries of 
,,-hich ther• is a citv or part of a cih must 
haY<; a larger number than the permissible 
mm1mum or than they otherwise would 
require. 'rake Charter Towers. 'When 
Charters Towers was proclaimed a city. it 
was worthy of the name. It was the second 
city in the State, and had a popula ticn of 
betv·een 25,000 and 26,000. Al the present 
time its popule"tion is far below that; and 
the electorate which includes Charters 
Towers is to be penalised by reason of that 
fact.. \lthon!l'h it is a citv within tl'e mean­
ing of the Local Authorities Act, it .is reallv 
a country town: and my contention is tha't 
it should not suffer on that account. 

I ~ave already pointed out that country 
consbtuents have only one representative at 
the _se~t of government, and that is their 
parhamentary representative. He is the 
only conn~cting link between the constituency 
and Parhament, and is the only connecting 
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link in manv other directions. A member 
representing' a constituency 1,000 to 1,200' 
miles from Brisbane has quite a lot of thing& 
to do besides representing his co.1stitucncy 
in this House or at the departmental office,, 
His representations arc often of a comn1er­
cial and industrial charactE'J', and :_.otnctirncs 
of a domestic nature. He does quite a lot of 
things th<tt he is really under no obligation 
to perform, because his people lo.ow that 
}w is \Yi11ing lo do anything he can for thc1n. 
He g·et. quite a lot of thing., to do that hcwe 
practically nothing to do with his political 
duti~·-. The hon. member for G:mpie 
admitted that his time \Yas fairlv well occu­
pied, and I can well believe it.· Anv mem­
ber who does his dutv and does his 'be-t in 
the interests of his constitu<mcv will find his 
time fully occupied. The hm1. member for 
Gympie stated that two or three days a week 
of his time were taken up in Yisiting Go­
vernrnent departments; but the hon. mem­
ber fo1· Toombul took the opposite view. He 
,.< o.tcd that State members ha cl lP• \Cork to 
do since federation than they had previously. 
He speaks for himself; and I am sure that 
is not the experience of quite a number of 
members. In fact, they haYe had more to 
do since federation, rather than less. Hon. 
members on this side know that they have 
to attewl to such matters as old-age pen­
sions. 1natcr:nib· bonu:.:Ps, n,nd otlF•r thin-rs 
connected with· Federal deparhncnts. Very 
ofton thcv have more work to do in con­
nection with Federal departments than Sta to 
ilcparhrtcnts. It does f'Celn to 1110 thP)- n1(m­

bers hn Ye qnite enoufl'h to do if the~- do their 
Ciuty properly. I should like to quote an 
extract to show that things have not changed 
vcr ,. much in ~o:n1c chr~".:tions frcm condi­
tim]s that existed long years ag-o. .'c ncmber 
of the Britioh House of Commons "rotu to 
his constituents in connection \'.-ith his repre­
sentations on their behalf. I nlj1'1Josc they 
had found fault with him for comP reaso.1 or 
anotlwr, and this i.J what he said in reply to 
them:-

" I canva'"scd vou through Y ')Hr affairs 
and not your p8rsons. I I' as not onlv 
your representative as a b0d7. I was the 
agent, the solicitor of inc1iYidnals. I 
ran about whore·.'er vour nff"irs called 
me; and, in acting· for you, I often 
appeared rather as a shipbrokcr than as 
a mcmbnr of Parliament. Thue \Ya,., 
Pothin.&; too lalJorious or too lov- for 1ne 
to undertake. In this case ''here the 
theory is not consistent with the practice, 
I prefer the practice to the theory." 

That was the exporieJl<'•' of Edmund Burke, 
and it is a fairly good example to follow. 
The work of a member of Parliament in 
many directions is mnch more onerous to­
clay than it was in those times. 

This Dill has been if'trodnced not only to 
provide for a reduction of members aml a 
redistribution of ·~eats but for retribution. 
The hon. m,•mber for Toombnl rendered 
very good service by being so frank as to 
say that we ''ere going to be punished for 
our sins. \Vhat those sins arc probably he 
knows or imagines that he knows better 
than we do. I want to remind him that it 
i, a risky thing to practise retribution, and 
that it is a greater authority than he 
who says. " Vengeance is mine. I will 
repav." Retribution ma~' follow this action 
of the Government. They may think they 
are doing the correct thing, but they will 
probably find that they are doin[\ the wrong 
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thing. Some people are hoist with their own 
petard. 

The lwn. m,'mbcr for Kundah int, rjected 
during thic. debah' i.hat this party had one 
redi,tribution in fifteen years; but his party 
had one redistribntion in fifty Years. If 
numbers 1-; t·re :1nything to q,·o by, tbcn the 
pcsition when the hon. mC'1nbcrs opposite 
made their redistribution called for euch 
action; but nobody grum':>led very much, 
m·d no one suffered very much. It has also 
been ,-tated this afternoon that under the 
redistribution made in 1922 so ne sc1ts \\ere 
cut out; and that fact was held up as being 
som, die.bolical thing that any GoYcrnment 
should be ashamed of. The hon. i.1rmber 
who made that •tetemcnt forgot that under 
the redistribution scheme of his Goven.mcnt 
four ''rtts-:narnel,\-, Croydon, Caq1entaria, 
Clermont. and Bulloo-all held b.v Labour, 
" .'re abolished. Kot onlv were those seats 
alJolished, but eleYen constituencies pre­
viouJv retnrncd b\ o rneE1bers 'verc so 
redisti·ibuted that the return of at 
lc•ast ono Government member was made 
possible. That was consiclcrccl quite the 
correct thing- to bo done at that time; bnt, 
\rh en son1e other Governn1cnt doe) so1nething 
rr1uch lf ~s than that, it is held up as a vice. 
The Attorncy-Gcnoral and the hon. member 
for Toowong said that under the redistribu­
tion sclwmo of 1n22 :\Ir. John Joncs's scat 
w'ls annihilated. \Vhat happened was that 
the electorates of Kenncdy and Queenton 
,n're anw lgan1a"l·::d, and 1118 eh~ OL, scat. 
C-,ri_ainl\~ ; Jlll8 additions "Y('l'C D1::ttlc at the 
we·-h•ru 'anrl southern ends of thE clectorat~. 
J\Ir. Jonc•s thought ihc scat was his, and that 
he had a right to it. The hon. mcmbor for 
TofHYOLg 1dc"'1ir rl that. :0-lr··. J ones was a 
c[tndiclat at the nc"t election. :\Ir. ,J one3 
"'·,:s t:. candidate, as he v: ;v:; rnv opponent; 
but. i1c2_~_ the nu m 1wr.-; IYOnt ~ I had 
n1ajority of 250 y(,t, ·:;. If n_n_ got a 
fair opportunity to nm for his own seat. it 
,- s :\cir. J o·1es. The onh- \Vav that :VIr. 
J OLCS sllfl'ored by the l'edistributf'on was that 
he could not -vin l1is scat. He had nothing 
to be dissatisfied with in the redistribution. 
and certainly this part:;· had nothing to be 
a<-hamed of. 

On,~ of tl1o rc:tson"J wdvanced in connection 
with the reduction of members is on the 
scoro of econorny. r.rhc::e are times when 
people must practis0 economy. There would 
bE' something· in the argument if the Govern­
nH~llt 1nadc th0 econo1ny real, and if tho 
cconon1y tbc,v \Yen __ rnaking 1vas \vorth "',\·bile. 
Tlw question has been asked repeatedly, but 
up to the present it has not been ans,,·ered, 
why stop at a reduction of ten? Why not 
make it twenty? If the Government agreed 
to reduce the rcpresenta tion in this House 
b.c' twenty, their action would have some 
a;"pearance of economy, and there would 
be some saving in co1nparison "\vith ten mem­
bers. The simple reason for their not doing 
sCJ i.. that by making a reduction of ten 
men bcrs the Labour Parb· will be called 
upon to make the biggest ~sacrifice. If the 
Gov"rnnl-•nt 1nade a reduction of twenty, 
they ,,-ould be compelled to make some 
sacrifice then1selves. It is astonishing how 
sacrificial son1e people are when others 
hCLY<' to be::tr the sacrifice; but it 
commonly happens that those who bring 
about such a sacriftce suffer afterward· 
themselvc ... }\-!any people wonder what 
the 11ublic are thinking at the present time. 
I am satisfied that, if public opinion could 
be consulted in connection with this Par-

lia,<~ent and quite a number of similar 
in titution~ they would be ,.-iped out 
altogether. Evidently the Gm'crnment think 
so, ber?ause they intend establishing another 
placg for th0 exprec,s purpose of thwarting 
the express will of the people throug-h their 
representatives in this Chambe1·. The Go­
y, rnrnent do not propose to P llow public 
opinion to exercise anv influeiJC'e on the 
matteL \Ve know from" practical cxpc,·ience 
that sometimes people aro carried away by 
their feelings for which they are sorry 
afterwards. \Ve had proof of that only a 
few· clays ago in BrisbEnle. Public opinion 
chang-es rapidly. The fact i· that public 
opinion is quite different to-d 'Y from what 
it \Vas a year or two ago. People \vho ·were 
1- re pared to shout " Hosannah! IIosannah !" 
v hen the pre_cnt Go\·cr!l· .H'nt 1\ ('l'e returned 
to office aro prepared to-day to cry aloud 
''Crucify i hc1n! Crucif_y tht~lll :--

This Bill, in common with mo:;t of the 
legislation introduced this sossio'l. is in the 
nature of panic legislation, showing th0 feal' 
con1plox which is animatin.;;· tho Go' ernment, 
vd1o aro doing things to-day \Yhich in years 
to cnme they wili rewud as purely idiotic. 
Of course. the aim of the Go,-crnmcnt is to 
ensup their return at the next election: 
but thev would do well to bear in mind that. 
notwith tanding all the prenwtions they 
may t ·ke, they may find th<cn eln- at the 
next election in the cold s!ndes of Opposi­
tion. 

Mr. COOPEH (llrcrn, r) [5.53]: I would 
not have said anything on this measure had 
it not been for s<Jme of the speP"hcs made 
b:v Government members this aftemoon. 

::\1r. H. M. RusSELL: Aren't you satisfied? 

Mr. COOPER: I have nothing- to be satis­
fied with in the case put forward in support 
of the pac.sage of thi '· Bill. The speeches 
of hon. membe>s \\·ho have spoken from the 
Gov• rnrncnt ~jde have been a long recital 
of alleged ills and woes from \\hi eh they 
haYe suffered in the pa~t. The:,' have talked 
about redistribution as if it were comcthing 
this part:- did not believe in. There is no 
di' pu te so Lll' as we on this side are con­
corned about a measure of redistribution 
of the seats in Queensland. There is. how­
ever, a decided dispute as to how that 
redistribution should be made. 

The Bill we arc now considering- rep<cals 
a1: ~·\(·i whieh h,_,·. been on tbe :-:;t:.tutc-book 
for many years. That Act provides there 
shall le, as nearly as pos,ible, a quota of 
electors, and it also makes an allowance 
for 20 per cent. above and below for a par­
ticular purpose. That purpose is to allow 
the gentleman in charge of redistributing 
the seats an opportunity of observing certain 
facts, such as communitv of interests, and 
matters of that kind. The Bill now under 
discussion preserves that 20 per cent.; bnt 
it goes much beyond that. We on this side 
recognise that 20 per cent. is a fair marg-in 
to give country constituencies a lesser voting 
strength than constituencies near the seat 
of Government. That is recognised as mak­
ing for fairness and equity that is not other­
wise obtainable. This Bill, whil0 preserving 
that 20 per cent., .qoes much farther. It 
destroys that equality in representation of 
which we hcve been so proud. It is pro­
vided that electorates within the cities shall 
have at kast a ,-oting strength of 8,000; that 
constituencies nartlv within cities shall have 
a voting strength of at least 7,000, and that 
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constituencies outside cities shall have a 
voting strength of at least 6,400. The pro­
vision of 20 per cent. that was allowed above 
the quota or below the quota operated 
generally in allowing boundaries to be fixed 
to preserve community of interests, and also 
operated in the direction of giving country 
constituencies a lesser number of voters than 
city constituencies. The percentage ranged 
on· 2-n fl_Yt rag-e nf a.h:out 10 per cent. ('ither 
way, showing that the 20 per cent. allow­
ance was ·probably fully utilised in many 
instances. The objection to the inequality 
in this Bill is that it definitely prescribes 
a higher percentage in city electorates and a 
lesser percentage in others. That is the 
main objection that I, at any rate, have to 
the measure. It gets away legislatively from 
the equality of representation; and equality 
of representation is something about which 
there have been bitter stru<"gles in the past, 
and about which much has been written. 

I suppose some of the most interesting 
chapters of English history are those con­
taining the history of the fight of the people 
of England for equal representation in the 
Legislature. Legislation is mostly a history 
of attempts to restore justice. Something 
that may have been considered justice ten 
years ago by a tendency towards injustice 
becomes injustice to-day, and that is why, in 
the main, legislative Acts a-re amended to 
restore justice. The tendency is towards 
inequality in electorates. A population which 
is shifting because of the rise of various 
industries and the dying of other industries 
tends to a great inequality of representation, 
and the reason for a redistribution is to 
restore that equality, and this Bill, in depart­
ing f.rom that desire to restore equality, fails, 
and faib in a very bad direction because it 
legislatively fixes an inequality against which 
there has been a strenuous fight for manv 
generations. This equality about which I 
speak is considered by many people to be a 
chimera, and could never be reduced to 
practice. The tendency to inequality is 
inevitable, and if the tendency to inequality 
is inevitable should it not follow thr,t we 
should tr-;- our best. to remedy it? If it is 
the c.· se that the force of circumstances tends 
to destroy equ,dity, then the object of legis­
lation must always be to maintain it. 

A GovERlDIENT ME1IBER: 'What do you 
suggest? 

Mr. COOPER: I suggest that the quota 
which was in the old Act should bo retained. 
and that the inequality in this measure fixing 
a quota much lower in some electorates and 
much higher in other electorates should be 
eliminated, and that it should be loft to the 
romrnl~siDrlcrs v:ho 1vill rnak0 the redi~trihn~ 
tion to m"ke lllowance for fair representa­
tion in th0 different constituencies, as has 
been dono in the past. The chief burden of 
the song on the part of the Government in 
the past "'"' that there >vas great inequalit:;­
in the electorates. By this measure they are 
n1aking that inequality a Iegis1at~vc act. 
They are providing, not for an inequality 
that oc nrs occasionally, but for a definite 
inequality fixed by legislation. The very 
thing they have been complaining about the:' 
are no11~ frxlng by this Bill. Government 
should he for the benefit of the whole nation 
-the whole State. If I remember rightly, 
the ancie'lt boroughs of England were, pet­
baps, tho most glaring example of corruption 
that English histo-ry discloses, and it was 
because the government of the boroughs was 
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not for the benefit of the whole of the people 
in the horough but for the benefit of the few. 
In so far .ts this Bill tends to restrict the 
people in the matter of their choice of repre­
sentatives, in so far as this Bill tends to 
make for iMquality, then so far is it tending 
towards evil, and no legislation ean be good 
or just that has anything in the nature of 
evil for its basis. 

In considering the question of govanment 
it is just as well to consider what consti­
tutes a nation. It is certainly not land. 
This land of Australia was in existenc .- 200 
years ago; yet there was no nation. The 
A1nerican eontinents tYcre in existence 500 
or 600 years a,go; but there was no nation 
there. It is certainly not land which con­
stitutes a nation, nor is it area, for thore 
is a vast area in the interior of Australia 
that has not as much nationhood about it 
as has the small island of Tasmania. There 
i., a Ya··t territory in British North America 
-British Columbia-that has not one-fiftieth 
of the nationality of the British Isles, so 
that neither land nor area constitutes a 
nation. Nor does sordid wealth constitute 
a nation. There is sordid wealth in India, 
and there is wealth in the territory of the 
Indian princes which would pay off Aus­
trali::t's national debt without the money 
being missed in those States; but certainly 
India is nothing like the nation that Austra-lia 
is. The British people do not give India the 
same standard of nationhood that they gave 
Australia; so that it is not area, land, or 
sordid wealth, but it is men and women that 
make a nation--nothing else but men and 
\romen. 

Then we can go a little further, and say 
that it is the enlightenment of the men 
and women in a country that makes for a 
great nation. China has its teeming hordes 
many times gr•cater than the population of 
Englawl: y · China. is nothing like the 
nation thr.t Englaud is. As a matter of fact, 
llc-sp;te ib comparatively ··mall population, 
England stands in the forefront of nations 
bcc~use she has loved freedom. and because 
she has stood for freedom. All her great 
wri'0rs and poets have emphasised the fact 
that England stands foremost and always 
for freedom, and Tennyson in his simplicity 
put" th" ca-se splendidly in these lines-

There is no land like England, 
\Yhate'er the time of day be, 

There are no hearts like English hearts, 
Such hearts of oak as they be. 

There arc no men like Englishmen, 
So tall and bold as thev be ; 

And these will strike for" England, 
And man and maid be free, 

To foil and spoil the tyrant 
Benn 1th the greenwood tree. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Read that to the hon. 
l11Clnber for \:V~ arrego. 

Mr. COOPER: The hon. member for 
\Yarrego is a much greater admirer of free­
dom and liberty than the hon. member for 
Toowong. 

:\Ir. 2\LIXWELL: You are no judge. 

:\1r. COOPER : Although the hon. m"m­
'Jcr for \Yarrego may haYc his opinions about 
the qualifications oi people from a certain 
country, his judgment is probJ.bly warped 
by coming too much in contact with men of 
tho stamp of the hon. member for Toowong, 
who do not giYe that just appreciation of 
what an Englishman is. The great defect 
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o[ this Bill is that it gets away from equality 
and justice. It tends to confirm something 
that the Nationalist Party has always been 
preachiug, that is, that there is antagonism 
bet1\ ecn the city and the country. It 
encourages that antagonisrn, and atternpts 
to make it a recognised state of things. 
Hon. members do not need to be told of 
tho old Pledioneering cry in which the people 
of the citv were told that they could not 
trust the country because the country wanted 
the industrialist to work for nothing. 
X either can we forget the propaganda that 
was put forward that the country people 
could not trust the Labour Party because the 
industrialist section of the communitv wanted 

·to take the land from them. These 'were the 
gTcat cries that were always put up to keep 
the industrial workus of the citv and the 
agricultural workers apart; and this Bill is 
j11st a continuation of that propaganda, 
which rcttempt' to make the country believe 
that the city has ne int~reJt whatever in 
tho countrp. ..~~ a Jnattr'r of f wt) present­
clay circumstances compel people to live in 
large aggrC'gations. Tiraes have altogether 
chrtnged from what they were whc n people 
cuulcl live in sc·ttterr,d populations. That 
;, no longer po,,sible. Tn olden timPs there 
VYR.s the necc~sity for the mark0t-place, to 
v.,hich "he :J'criculturist could ta1,e his crops, 
and whPrc he could sell them. To-dav the 
larg-e cities are the nnrkct places whe1:e the 
industrialist must go to sell his labc,ur. His 
bhonr wmllcl b0 usPlc3s in the pastor a 1 
arPa:-;, for in~tance. ·vi.-hcre no snrh labour is 
r<'CJllir< cl. His skill-the skill of the cabinet 
maker. the skill of the whcclwricd1t. the skill 
of the f'nginf'er. the skill of the n]aste!'f'r, 
the skill of the brickmakcr. the skill of the 
stonPma• 1n-1.vouh1 b; \Yastcd in the va~t 
expan~ '~ of Central /\ustra11a; copscnnPntly 
8ll~"h p0opl0 h8\'0 to bring their cnrnmoclit.Y­
whirh j~ th0ir 1R bonr-to TdH're i-hP market 
i.;;: th.-11- i-..:. ro th0 big- rit1f'"'. sed1on 
of th0 cmnlnun1t-- is ,-jta] to prorrr·-·.:.:s 
of that tf'mrnunity. Ko conltT!nllitY can clo 
without anv sedion. The industrial section 
io; necegsarV to the communit~~; so is the 
ag-ricnltnral section. One section is inter­
dependent with tlw other: and it is onlv as 
the value of all sections is recog-nised 'that 
the naticn can make a step towards progress. 

During the past fourteen or fifteen ''Cars 
we have seen .. an adYance in agricultural" pro­
duction unparalleled in the hi,torv of the 
world. But, great as has been that· adYance 
there has not oeen a corresponding advanc~ 
in agricultural popuhtion. because machin· 
ery has come to the aid of the agriculturist, 
with the result that he is able to produce 
much more at a cost of much lcos labour.' 
Consequently, the country areas cannot 
absorb the growing population of this State; 
and that population must continue to centre 
itself in the cities. For this reason it is 
useless to attempt to make out that the cities 
arc robbino- the counh'? of its just reprcsen­
htion. Kothing of the kind hcppcns in 
this case. It has bc•n said. and said with 
truth, that the agriculturist is the back­
bone of the nation. But. as times change, 
so do backbones. I fll11 not talking of tho 
v;-arping backbones that a numb---,r of Inern­
hcrs of this House haw• shown. bnt an abso­
lute change in structure. Take the position 
as it is throughout Australia and through­
out America, England, France, and Ger­
many, for example. In Australia the seasons 
are good, and production is plentiful. There 

was ncYer a bigger harve::t of wheat in the 
historv of the world than th, re is in .'lcmcrica 
to.day; yet the farmer iu Ame>'icc., in Aus­
tralia, and in othe1· parts of the w.>rld ccCn­
not cope with the position as '" c Ece it. 
The \\Orlcl is in the throes of a fimmcial 
crisis, nobvithstanding that agricn1ture is 
at its top. Time was when tho agriculturist 
was the back hone of the nation; but the cir­
cumstances of nations have w changed that 
they arc as much dependent to-day upon the 
industrial worker as they ever \vere upon 
the agricultural worker. Without the indus­
trial worker agriculture is abc,olutely and 
completely at a loss. The prcsen~ times 
prove that, when the industrialiot is suffer­
ing, the country goes clown to the very 
depths of depression; but that is not so 
\Yhcn the agriculturist happens to be suffer­
ing from a visitation in the nature of a 
drought, a flood, or other visitations that 
sometimes overtake that section of the com· 
m unity. The times prove beyond doubt that 
the industrial section of the community is as 
much a backbone to the State as is any 
other section. That being se, it is against 
justice. it is against freedom, and it is 
a,,ainst equity to stipulnte that tho indus­
trial worker shall not have as g-reat repre­
~·f"'·ltation in the Legi .Jatnre of the Stat.-:. as 
the country worker. I just qu" lifv that by 
saying that vYe on this side of the .House 
recognise that, by rt ason of the distance 
from the centre of legislative action, the 
conntrv is entitled to some smaller per· 
rentage ef reduction; but not on the basis of 
its usf.fuln>'ss or benefit to the community. 

Speakers on the other side of the House 
have said a number of things, and they have 
inferred a number of things. Above all, 
thev have inferred that there is a suspicion 
the.'t an Administration from this side of 
the House vvould net be fair to the country 
in ten 'ts of this State. That statement needs 

be challengccl, and I challenge it. The 
Jl'Y nf t1:c Lrd~nllt' DlOY0fnC It in th1s 

State, in its r~lation to the agricultural 
people of this State shows that at ne t!me 
in the historv of Queensland and at no time 
in the hi .,tm:y of Au tralia did the agricul· 
tural intorcst.s receiye so much attention and 
so much benefit as thev did during the four· 
teen years of Labom' , Government. That is 
instanced bv the returns from everv section 
of the agr,iculturcd commnnity-th'e butter 
returns. maize returns, wheat returns, the 
ordinary agricultural crop returm-the in­
centive given to agriculturists on all occasions 
and the impetus given to tobacco growing. 
Everything that was clone to make the lot 
of the agriculturist hetter was introduced 
and fostered bv the Labour Administration. 
:'\' ot one of the things that they did for the 
agricultural section of the community has 
been either repealed or improved by the 
present Government; and they ha Ye had the 
opportunity for two years. If there was any 
fecr on the part of any section of the com­
munity that a Labour Administration would 
not be fair to the country, then it has been 
completely destroyed by the experience of 
fourteen years of Labour aclministra tion. 
The efforts ef the Labour Government stand 
pre-eminent; and no assertion, no insinua­
tion, and no inference can break down that 
truth, which stands steadfastly in the statis­
tics of this State. 

Mr. MAHER: What about the extortionate 
rural workers' a ward? 

111r. Cooper.] 
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Mr. COOPER: If I had not heard the 
hon. member say it, I have heard other hon. 
members opposite say that the farmers to-day 
are paying a higher rate than that pre­
scribed by the rural workers award. Over 
and oyer again they have said that the 
farmers haYe giYen better conditions than 
tlut a ward prescribed. 

'l'ho ATTORNEY-GENERAL: \Yhat have you to 
say about the Bill? 

Mr. COOPER: I am discussing the Bill. 
I am dealing with the inference conveyed 
bv the Attomey-General in this Bill-if 
not in his own •Yords-that a Labour Admin­
istration could not be fair to the agricultural 
section of the communit:· A lower quota 
is definitely fixed in the Bill for agricultural 
constituencie:,; and, if that is based on the 
assumption that a Labour Administration 
cannot be fair to tho a gricultc1rist, then it 
is a wrong assumption. There is no war­
rantv for it: thPre is no truth ·.·hatever in 
the ·a<sertiort. In so far as the Bill denies 
to th·: \'.·hole uf the people that justice to 
which the·.· are ontitlAd and upon which 
F.nuli h n0oP1~~ ''l'i(1P t1Ielrrschr>•. in ,o far JL:I 
h ]..; .,. '~1-e~1- b::H_:;lny ,_rds. •,nd ln so fR-r as it 
wipes away in one ace a thing for which the 
Englioh people have fought for the best 
part of a century, then it fails, and fails 
badly. 

:\gain I .-: l,v, \VC on this Rile can have 
no objection whatevC'r to a scheme of redis­
tribution. Redistribut:ons come in the 
natnral order of things beram;n of the 
tendcnc·· tc inPquality in the distribution 
of the population; but we do say that any 
redistribution that does not recognise the 
t'CJU ,litcc· of thn 'I· hole people ;, a redistri­
l,ution that ought not to take place. 

.'\1r. HA'\LO:'-J (Ithacrz) [7.15]: I have no 
objection 10 a redistribution of seats in 
Queensland. \Ye on this side of th.o House 
r<'alisc that it is an impossibilitv for an:, 
distribution of the electoral districts of 
Queenshnd to last for any groat length of 
time, bcrttnsc in a young countr.T,~ like this 
the population moves from one pl~ce to 
another. \Yith the Government, we also 
Tealise that, notwithstanding the manner in 
which they distribute the seats to-day, 
within a •·ear or so there will be seats aboYe 
and seats' below the quota. For that reason 
I have no objection to a redistribution of 
seats. vY e must nrrturally accept it as the 
ropulation of the various narts of the State 
~Iter. · 

In discussing this '1uestion hon. members 
appear to make out that in some mysterious 
way the late Government compelled elec­
torates held by hon members opposite to 
tc.ke in huge tracts of thickly-populated 
countr:,-, and deliberately retained seats held 
bv a Labonr mPmber with a lov: number of 
electors. In the 1921 distribution the seats 
within the limits of a 20 per cent. margin 
were equal. There was a margin allowed by 
the Act. the came as is allo·,, eel b•, this Bill, 
of 20 per cent. above or below the quota. 
The seats as distributed in 1921 were f1Uite 
satisfacton·. In Brisbane. particularly, 
there has been a great change since 1921. 
Hon. members opposite have quoted the 
large number of electors in Bulimba, Logan, 
C!xlcy, :'\iundah, and Sandgate electorates, 

nd ha.·c drawn attention to the fact that 
the Brisbane, Fortitude Valley, and South 
Brisbane <'lcctorates are under the quota. 
That could not be otherwise in view of the 

[Jir. Coop(r. 

fact th>1t in the years prior to 1921 and 
onv. ards this State, governed by the Labour 
Party, made progress, and the people 
became more and more -prosperous. As 
their sons and daughters married and e~tab­
lished homes of their own, they wm·e m a 
position to C'tablish homes _in a nice clean 
neighbourhood and also bmld a good class 
of home. As 'a result of the prosperity of 
the people, the young people married and 
<stablishcd homes-not in Albert street, or 
Spring Hill, or the COJC!gested parts of the 
city, but on allotments m those parte of the 
eity where there was plenty of room. Elec­
torates like Bulimba, Logan, 0-"Cley, Nunda!1, 
and Sandgate have plenty of space. >: vai]­
able; and, as a result of the Admimstra­
tion of the Labour Government, the young 
people werCJ in a position to buy nice allot­
ments containing 30 or 40 porches of land 
and erect home<, of their own. Any one who 
takes the trouble to go around the •e e~ec­
tordes, which haYe grown so much durmg 
the ] ast ten Y''·trs, will see that the newly 
settled areas contain an excellent cla'" of 
home, aad that a r:ood man;; of those homes 
are \.\'orkers' d\\."ellrngs, \Vorkcrs' homes, or 
war service homes. rrhcv are a better class 
of home than the ono~ 0rcctcd by their 
p:,rents in starting off in life. That is due 
w the fact that in thue days the peo]Jle 
have enjoyed prosperity. In the other cJty 
electorates quoted by hon. membe,·s oppo­
site as being below tbc electoral quota there 
was not a great dud of vacant space. In 
Ithrrca there v; as on! v one· vacant corner, the 
Rain worth Estate; but thi" has been built 
upon, and has led to an increased _number 
of yoters in that electorate; but the mcre!lse 
in population there has not been an::rthmg 
like the increase that has taken place m the 
dedorates of Bulimba, Oxley, Logan, Sand­
gate, or 1'\undah. It is important to 
remember that in those areas good land 
and plenty of it was <tYailable at more or 
leo;;s reasoriablc prices. For example~ '·t:hcroas 
32 perches of land ~round Padchngt_on, 
within a penny tram section of the City, 
would bring at auction £300 or £400, the 
imme arc a ' of land further out from the 
city, probably having a nicer situation by 
reason of its not being so congested, could 
be obtained for half the money. Of course, 
there was the disadYantage that it was 
further removed from the city. At any rate. 
it '·as those factors which caused the expan­
sion of cert:1in constituencies. 1-vhereas, on 
the other ]nnd, ele,_torates like Brisbane, 
Paddington, and Fortitude ValleY sh'?wed a 
decreased number of voters, as portions of 
the residential areftg made way for factories 
and warehouses. During the past ten years 
large warehouses and factories have _dis­
rlaced what were re,idence of poor workmg­
class people. Those hon. members who h_ave 
li"ed in Brisbane for any length of t1;ne 
will nn.embcr when the bulk of Adclmde 
etrcet consisted of 'residential blocks. I 
can recall the littl<' old house covered with 
a creeping vine which was later used as 
an employment agenc,-_. All through the 
citY such places haYc dlf,appeared, and that 
fact has meant a decrE'ased number of elec­
tors. Further. both in North and South 
Brishane cxten.sive resumptions of land have 
cleared working people out of the dist~ict. 
For example, we know that tl~e res~unpbons 
for the Kyogle railway termmus m. South 
Brisbane were respons1ble for the displac~­
ment of hundreds of people from the re~l­
dential anas there. It must be borne m 
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mind that the conditions prevailing in those 
vears of Ln)xmr rule, when young 11eople 
~narrying \\-ere ablo to secure a nice ho111c in 
the subnrb:! are no'v being reversed. 
To da t!J,. tencknc · is for a drift of popu­
lation~ back to ~h0 ~n1oro f'ongcsted areas of 
the cih. i'-Jo longer are houses goin[; Ull 
ln districts likn Enoggera and Lo:an 
Young people getting married must seek 
cheaper accommodation because they c~tnnot 
afford the class of house that was built 
eight or ten years ago. The conscquenco is 
that there is more likelihood of a gro·,\th of 
population in the city area than there was 
previously, because the tendency is for 
people to liro in rooms .and flats and a· 
cheap!:· as they possibly can. 

1t is important to remember also, when 
considering the goodly change in the density 
of th·. population in Queensland, that in 
regard to '"hat the hon. member for Toombul 
stated the other eyening as the represont1· 
!ion of industries ,,·e find the disparity of 
reprC'sr<ntatlon in the I-Iouse is not as great 
< hon. members oppc,ite appear to indicate. 
l\Iy main objection to the speeches of hon. 
members opposite is that their sole cry, com­
plaint, or n1oan ha:; been because certain 
electorates arc represented by people of 
certain political opinions; their grievance 
being that a district is repr~-,mted by u 
Lnbour m~n. In all <'asu contrasts have 
been drawn between electorates returning· 
Labour and 0lectoratcs returning Nationali~,_ 
members of Parliament. In a matter deal· 
ing with the redistribution of s~ats and 
a lt"ration of rcprc:.1entation jn this Houf'c, 
hon. membe1·s shonlcl endeavour to address 
t hems< l :c-s to the Clnestion '-' ithout consider· 
in']" whdhPr a redistribution ,,-ill favour the 
;'\ ntionalist Partv or the L<tbour Partv. 
\\'hen we g-lance· at the present represent;. 
tion. ''"" flnd that the disparity is not as 
v,rcat as hon. m••nbers opposite have endca­
yourcd to sup:gest. 

\Ye ~~ 1. f11·st of all, as "·ith the big 
incr1 ,J..:'C' in city po~;tdat1ons all OYC'r ~q__us­
ir. 1i~. t-he 1ncf-ropolitan areas have a large~· 
( :1rolmcnt. In the t1vent\· n1ctropolitan seats 
tlw HYer<J)rP enrolment ,,vfi s 8, 7:36. r:rh(' en:rol­
ment for the tw'"'ty setts »as 175.726. If 
~.·ou t" kc hYcnty a~tricuJtural and dair:,7 ing 
seats, thr y ha Ye a total 0nrolmcnt of 138 114. 
or an avrrago of 6.915. Then the ten grazing 
seats haYe a present enrolment of "'2.9·;5, 
being n rn of ,5,294. The eleven 
111lnipfr sc<tts a total enrolment of 
58.836. o1· an avuage of 4.985. The fifteen 
counhy 1-01 'ns anrl cities have a total enrol­
Jt,pnt 'of 102_856, or an average of 6,857. 
Ag .'icultnral and dairying seats have prac­
tically the sa ne representation as the country 
tmnJS and cities. In the metropolitan area, 
0f course. the electorates average much 
higher, but in the grazing and mining dis­
tricts-the districts which have suffered mo>t 
b,· the present depression in world's pricPs-­
oi· coul:--·: tho nu1nbers a1·e lo·\\ er, but not to 
the <extent, whr'!l ou group them, that hon. 
Hlf'mhcrs opp0site cndPa vour to n1 ake us 
bdicn-, In the g;razing seats, which. with 
thf' e-xception of one, ar:: represented by hon. 
mcmbers on this side of the House, the aver­
RE,·J C'l1l'01n1rnt is 5,294, "Thereas the avera;;e 
enrolment in the agricultural scat, is 6.915. 
\Ye haYc to rccollPet that ,dair_;ing am! agri­
f'ulture arc on a pretty sound basis in thi~ 
State. The dairying people are excqotion­
a.ll} prosperous at the present moment in 
compcLrison with other industric·,, while in 

the grazing district"' the reverse 1s the case, 
b<'cause they havo snffc·1od from extensive 
drougJ1ts. nnd are also :nffcring frorn dc­
rnc~'·"·2d price'S for their C"H111110rlitics; COI1-
'· ''-:uently. when you a 1'C con1paring dairying 
l:i~tJ_·ict" ith grazing areas. you are ,:::on1-
pal'ing the f'IL_·ohnent in di·;;tricts IYhich aro 
p· "spcr.-,u,; ._, i lh the cnrolm · nt in districts 
wl _\,·c• 1 hp c1rought 1,ncl dcprc. :eel pricrn, have 
rltil pcop!t' temporarily from their homos. 
Xah1ral1y wh· n thing-s again become good 
;.1 tho grazing diRtricts the"'r pcop]o will 
imnwdic,tch- return to their homes. If the 
\mrkiug people got sid< and tireJ of bolster­
in;:- up the buLt'r and agricultural industries, 
there 1vould be an exodus fronL, the agricul­
turrl) and dairying districts. If the working 
people said, " Sinr:e 1vc are ~etting so little 
con.:~idcration h·orn tbo Govermnent to-day, 

that the ,,-orker is bring treated so 
v;o shall no longer agree to bo taxed 

-price of our hrm:d .tnd butter to keep 
:inL1U·.;Lfi0s solvent." thrn we would im­

hoY' a lm:~o reduction in the 
in electorates vYbcrc dairying and 

agriculhuT arc carried out. In t1-}c sarno 
·Fay, if a ,,C'rious drought oyertook the dairy­
iJ g a:r_ 1 aqTicultural distri-cts, \H' ·would in1· 
·nr:di"LL,lv fire l an exodus from those districts, 
,,\ ith a ~orrc;, 1Jonding reduction in the nun1· 
Lel· of people o;r thosu electoral rolls. 

The sam applies to minin~: districts. The 
prc~cnt depn> ion in price'i has caused n1en 
\\·ho haYP spent thBir whole liv(,., in mining 
to congregate aronDd this city working for 
wages, or to go on the track son1ewhcre look­
ing for we de One of the problems wu h~d 
to fac, ,_.,hen the Labour Go·, <'rnmcnt were m 
powe1· was the nnnrbcr of 11cople arriving in 
Brish:,ne from the mining districts because 
th~~ n1inin0' industry \Yt:tS closing down. \Ve 
had thous~nds of. n.10n fron1 :mining areas in 
()ucensland enlplo.yed in and around Bris· 
banc qt, vnriou::; labourjng callings, and par­
ti ··u!t:dv on the sewerage works. The men 
P!np1o~·Ccl on the sc\verag'' works in Brisbane 
die] not want to stay here. Apart altogether 
frorr1 the pc~.;ition which has dcyeJopr'd since, 
illlmcdiatciv th~ro vas work for these people 
a+, metalliferous mining they 'muld have left 
D;·isbane and gone back to the c<:,lling that 
theY nnderstood and liked. They were never 
snt~sfief1 to 1nino in tho ~ewers around Bris· 
l!-·llf'. \Yhcn we group the various interests 
r [ Clwens:and rcprc-entat.ion. we find that 
the ~ c Jl'l ;pnt·Ltion is not sr~ dispropottionate 
a..:; ho \. rnc1nbc-rs opposite v~-ould like to 
rnakc it. Imnrecll1_tdv a re(1istribution takes 
1,iu c pcopl." shift to other electorates, and 
11 1 nO tin1e before another redistribution is 
ll'- cc·, -ar,.. 

There c i:1 a good deal of nomen so talked in 
this Chamber b,- hon. members opposJte 
about roll- tuf!ing- imd about dead men being 
on the roll du;·ing the time the Labour 
GoYern!Yllnt were in office. Surely tho Attor­
ncv-Gencral and other hon. nwmbers opposite 
an~ not goJng to snggest that there are no 
names of dead men on the rolls to-day. 
Thoro arc names of dead men on the roli to­
rla v and that must alwavs be so while people 
wh~ ate entitled to be "on the roll die. 

A GoYERN:>!EXT 'ME¥1lER: 'rhry should not 
vote. 

Mr. HANLON: I challonge hon. members 
opposite to giYe an instance of a vote being 
recorded in the name of a man who was dead. 
If they can do so, the~· are aiding. and _abet­
ting in the fraud if they haY8 not grven mfor· 
mation about the ease to the police. \Vhile 

!Jlr. Hanlon.J 
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I have been in the House I have heard hon. 
members opposite making loose charges 
about -dead men voting. Last session the 
hon. member for 'I'oowoomba made a great 
mouthful about people enrolled under ficti­
tious nam.es, at -onlC hotel in Too\Yoomba 
having voted. I challenge the Attorney­
General to give an instance of anyone who 
has wrongfully voted in Queensland. If he 
can do so, he would, if he were an honest 
man let the police know about it. ·when 
the Labour Party was occupying the 'I'rea­
smy benches I have no hesitation in saying 
that if any member of the Nationalist Party 
could have given an instance of fraudulent 
voting having taken place immediate steps 
would have been taken to punish the offender. 
I have no doubt the present Government 
would do the same. If any hon. member 
knows where such a case has taken place, 
any Government would sec that the police 
did their work, and th.'Lt any such offender 
was punished. 

If people die their names m~st be. on ~he 
roll until they are erased, and 1f rcctificatiC!n 
is not made promptly the names may remam 
on the Tolls for years. I can give an instance 
in my own experience. A person at the 
address I live at was on the Federal xoll 
for many :c-ears, although such a person n~ver 
existed. For many :·ears the Federal roL for 
the subdivision of Ithaca bore the name of 
Michael Hanlon-my father. In addition to 
mv father's nan1e theie was 1ny name­
Edward :Michael Hanlon-and the·re was also 
the name "Miehael Hanlon, junior." No 
such person existed. That name 1Yas on the 
roll for years. and I kept my eyes open to 
see if anyone ventured to vote in the subdiVI­
sion under that name. Rolls 1' d'e made up 
when there vas an election later on. but no 
application for enrolment was ever filed, yet 
the name still appeared on the roll. 

Mr. Nnmo : ·who registered the name? 

MT. HAKLON: No such name was ever 
reg-istered in the district in which I live; no 
su~h name was registered as at that address, 
and no application for enrolme;1t un~;r that 
name '"'s ever lodged. 'I'hat IS an ulustra· 
tion of how easily mistakes can happen. I 
had a similar experience at the last Federal 
election, when I went to fill in a postal vote 
paper for an old lady whom I knmv very well 
in Pr,ddington. She was confined to her 
house and I found on investigation that she 
was off the roll. She had never lJecn away 
from her home for yea1·s, other than to be 
taken out in a car for a driYr' ·when I 
noacle inquiries at the Commonwealth elec­
toral office, the electoral officer looked up 
records. and found that a person of the same 
name had been reported dead, and this old 
ladv of the se_me name but a different 
adciress was remoYod by the officer in error. 
That happens in every electoral office, and 
it is impossible to guard again"t it. At 
the State election before that some person 
came tc- see me complaining that his name 
had boon removed from the roll, although 
he had never been away from the dis­
trict. I knew that person quite well as a 
raih;a? employee, living in his own home. 
I vent down to the State Electoral Office, 
and I found that the person next on the 
Toll to him had died, ancl in error the 
wrong lino ha:l been lifted from the type 
when the notification of death was being 
given effect to, with the result that the name 

[1l!r. Han!on. 

of the man in Paddington who was alive was 
removed and the name of the man who wa." 
reported dead was left on the roll. Acci­
dents of that kind must happen, as they 
happen in every electoral office in the 1vorld. 
It is impossible to f'Uard against them. 
J\Iany namn appear on thfl roll which should 
not bo thoro, but I "ould mud1 prefer to 
know that the names of m<'ll who arc de:cd 
had been left on the roll than that the 
names of men who arc aJiye hacl been 
removed, and that is what hon. members 
opposite seem so pleased to do. 'I'he:· seem 
delighted with the opportunity of r<movin3' 
names from the roll. 

Dr. KER\"T": You do not mean that. 

~.lr. HA="LON: I do mean it. There can 
bo no other justil!cation for the actions of 
hon. members. No other purpose could be 
served by altering the rrsidential qualifica­
tions than to get people off the rolls. Only 
a person of certainly less than the average· 
intellect would believe otherwise than that 
that is the idea behind the minds of the 
(i0n:'rnn1ent in nltering the qualific:ation. 
One month is sufficient for the Federal elec­
tions; and one rLonth has been sufficient for 
the State elcetion; but hon. m em hers oppo­
site altered it to three months, thereby dis­
franchising those who have not been three 
months in one electorate. 

In their endeavour to make out a cace 
for themselves, hon. members opposite havt' 
talked a good deal of nonsense, and have 
also displayed a good deal of ignorance. 
It is a tragic thing that the hon. member 
for 'I'oowong should attack the Le bour Go· 
vernment fo;. the redistribution of 192t and, 
in support of his claim that the redistribution 
was unfair and that the Government went 
to the 1920 election on gerrymandered elec­
tor:ttes, shonld quote a S:·dncy " Bulletin " 
report of 1920. The facts are that the elec­
torates were not altered until 1921, and that 
paragraph was published beforr' the. elec­
torates had been altered. ''I'he electiOn to 
which that paper referred took place on the 
seats as clistribnted bv the Denham Govern· 
ment; but the hon. m' ember was so ignorant 
of what took place and of what he was 
talking about that he 11sed that nmnpapor to 
condemn the distribution in 1921. He mmt 
have been ignorant, or he wonld not attempt 
to mi!"l"ad thjs IIouse and the f!Ub1ic. But, 
whilst it may be excusable for hon. •1wmbers 
like iho hon. member for 'I'om':ong to make 
these fooli'h blunders. I contend that it is 
not permissible for a Mi'list,or of thr Crown 
to display equal ignorance of the subject 
he is handling. 'I'he Attornev-Gcneral yester­
day referred to the 1922 Act, and said that 
it was brou"'ht in to favour the late Govern­
ment. 'I'he"' facts are that it was brought 
in to change the names of the electorates 
which had boon distributed in 19?1. How 
could the 1922 Act affect the position of the 
Government? 'I' he 1922 Act was introduced 
a year afte1· the seats had been distributed, 
and all that thiLt Act did was to alter the 
names of the electorates as they had been 
distributed b:v the commission the year 
bdore. The Attorney-General again dis­
played his absolute lack of knowledge of 
political happenings when he referred to the 
1922 Act as being brought in to favour the 
Labour Government. He also said that the 
1922 distribution was unsatisfactory. Pass­
ing over the palpable mistake he made in 
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referring to the 1922 distribution, because 
there was no distribution in 1922-it was in 
1921-passing over his ignomnce of the hap­
penings of 1921 and 1922. in what way was 
it unsatisfactory? In 1921 the commission 
redistributed the electoral seats in Queens­
land in accordance with the existing Act, 
and allowed a margin of not more than 20 
per cent. aboYe or below the then quota, and 
renamed the electoral seats. It did not cut 
out any seats at all. The nutnber was left 
at seventy-two. It was necessary to rename 
come of the sco.ts becu.use the boundaries 
had been altered, and the old names were 
misleading. Two of the new names were 
VVynnum and Sandgato, seats that wn·e won 
by hon. member, opposite. As soon as the 
distribution was made known, the Treasurer 
left Bulimba and went to Wsmmm, thereby 
showing excellent judgm0nt. Nobody on this 
side thought for a moment that either 
vVynnnm or Sandgate would be Labour seats. 
That disposes of the statement made bv the 
Attorney-General that the 1922 distrib~;tion 
-in fact, it was the 1921 distribution-was 
unsatisfactory. 

I \rant to rofc:r t·o a rnorc ;::t~riou::; asnect 
of thf1 d·iscu .ion ot.. the part of hon. n1c1nbcrs 
oppo~itc. I rnnch regret tho attitude 
adopted b~ GoYenunt nt 111en1ber~ alld their 
press in defaming the electors of Qupans­
h,nd. ThPy are CJntinually crying out that 
the Labour Go,·ernmont were returned to 
po- 'Cr on the basis of fraud. The state­
rncnts IYwdo by hon. rncrnbcrs opposite and 
b: their press amount to a libel on the p oplo 
of Cluecnslar,cl. I am quite satiofied that the 
OY 'rwhelming mrtjority of tlw people of 
QLL·ensl~ncl arc clean. hon0st citizens who 
do not \vi~h to practise anv fraud or c~rrup­
tion, or to have anythin~g to do vyjth 1t. 
Anv nttcn_pt to return members of Parlia­
rn.-rJt by the adoption of fraudulent means 
or corrupt methods would bo promnt]y ex­
posed b_v the people of Queensland, t-!lC obnlk 
of "';d10r:1 nrc OYerwhehningl~'iT hone~t from 
tl1c point of Yic\V of cjtizcnship. and in 
oircumst8"nces will stand for anv 
o-:-- nr~~1---chand rnethor1 J in retPrnlng mctnber-5 
of Phrlian1cnt. I-Ion. nrcnllJcrs oppo;:;lto 
knovv that. and th11t is \Vhnt nakcs ihcrn 
f<'ar the people at the next elections. 

In addition to regretting the act1on of 
hon. 1ncn1bcrs oppc,itP in dofrunin~r and libel­
ling the citizens of Quecnslana in -this 
r ;>f et. I regret also the lib"! bv the hon. 
rnernbE:'r for Tocr~yong and otl:.er ho:1. nlern-
bc s oppo:'itc on our ek am( •rs. Hon. 
me1nbers opposite ho vc' a .:::s,p;-t0d 
that the Labour Gov<'rmncnt stuiicd the 
rolls -with narncs that should not have been 
"'' the rolls. If that is the c.tse, then hon. 
u -mbers opposite shoukl root those corrupt 
officials out of the eledoral ofl-icc neck and 
crop. If it were poc-- ible for the Labmu· 
Gm-ernrnent to stuii the rolls, then they 
nu~st l: lYf' nctcd with the conniYancc and the 
consent of the officirlls of the Electoral 
Office: and, if the Chid Electoral Oflicer 
and hi~ staff arc "crooks" and arc colTUIJt' 
official'·' then this Government should waste 
no time in rooting those o!Iicers out of that 
den of corruption. I am not going to take 
anv denial from the hon. member for Too­
woong. He made that :statement this after-
noon. f-Ion. n1crnbr~rs oppc>t.itc haYe made 
it ever;. tirw' they hal'e had an opportunity 
since they hrne been a Government. They 
made the statement at every opportunity 

\Yhen they were in opposition. The hon. 
r;rember for Toowong and his colleagues who 
h:tve supported him in these accusations 
-hould either insist at the next party meet­
ing that the Government root out these cor­
r .1pt officials from the Electoral Office. or 
they should publicly apologise to those 
nlticials whom they have defamed. I do not 
know the Chief Electoral Officer very well; 
but, so far as I mn able to judge, I 
bdieve that he ic a thoroughly honest and 
,-c!iable public sen-ant and man; and any 
hon. member opposite who gets up under 
the · helter of the privilege of this Chamber 
and accuses him of being a corrupt' public 
sorva.nt and accuses him of corruption and 
connivance in the falsiftcation of elector.J 
rolls indulgec- in a cowardly action. If the 
accusation is irue, then tho GovernnlCnt 
should take action to see that these Tam­
manv Hall people arc rooted out of the 
oflic~. 

A more serious statement was the libellous 
rtnd defamatorv attack bv the "\.ttorncv­
General on the 'under Secretary, Department 
of Justice, and Mr. Ferry, Indushial Con­
ciliation Commissioner. When speaking in 
this House yesterday the Attome_v-Gencral 
accused the redistribution commission with 
which those gentlemen had been associated 
of being bribed by the Labour Government. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: I never men­
tioned their names. 

Mr. I-I_\NLON: No; but you mentioned 
the con1n1if..,,jon. 

The "'I.TTOR:--<EY-GENERAL: \Vhv leave out 
Dunlop? 

::\lr. HANLO-:\: I will mention Dunlop. 
In 1921 the previous Government appoir,ted 
a commission of three public sen,ants to 
calT} out a redistribution of scat" along 
f,omewhat similar lines to what the present 
Government are doing in this ca:k. I pre­
f.ume that this Government \vill appoint three 
Covcrnrncnt ':crvants vdJO can b:: trudcd to 
do the redistribution. The "\ttornc:- -G-eneral 
- ated ··estcrdav that the late G-overnment 
took a hand in" the redistribution, and that 
the:: bribed Mr. Dunlop, one of the commis­
sioners, by giving him promotion to redis­
tribute the electorates in a gerrymandering 
style to suit the Labour Party. 

The SECRETARY FOR ]\,-fiNES: Was it true? 

Mr. HAXLON: I do not know; perhaps 
the AUorncv-GPneral knows more than I do. 
The Attorney-General is betraying his trust 
as a Minister of the Crown if he assents to 
a "crook" continuing in an Under Se-cro­
tary.-hip, and another " crook" continuing 
to act as a Judge of the Industrial Court. 
Either they are " crooks" or the hon. gentle­
man's statement is a slanderous one. If 
the Secretary for l\ilinos feels concerned, he 
can also act on his oath of office and clean 
np this conuption also. A report was 
brought in be· the members of that commis­
sion. It was signed by the three tommis­
sioners, Messrs. Carter, Dunlop, and Ferry. 
If there was corruption on the part of one of 
those commissioners, then there was corrup­
tion on the part of the three of them, 
because the report was a unanimous one. I 
do not know Mr. Dunlop; I was not in Par­
liament at the time; but the Attorney­
General justified his charge of corruption 

Mr. llanlon-] 
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against the late Government by saying that 
'Hr. Dunlop rec"ivod promotion after the 
prcs2ntation b:; the co1nn'liHioners of their 
report. I want it to be clearlv understood 
that that charge must also fit both Mr. 
Ca,·te,. and 1\~r. Ferry, for subsequently Mr. 
CJrter had his salary raised by £100 per 
year, and JUr. Ferry \vas afterwards 
appointed a judge in the Ar~)itration Court. 
If tho promotion of :"Ir. Dunlop was pi·oof 
of his corrupt ion, then the increase in 
s:tlary to r.Ir. Carter v·as also proof 
of his cDrrnption, and the appointment of 
Mr. Fen'} to the Arbitration Court Bench 
wacs r l o proof of corruption. If these 
people arc " crooks " and " spielers," it is 
the job of the Attorney-General to get rid 
of the; •. If the A ttorney-Gencral permits 
thoso men to remain in their jobs, he is 
aidin~ rend abetting them in corruption. If 
he tab no action, T. e ha Ye no alternative 
but to belieYe that ho has slandered these 
offici:d,., br ,.u,e the,\- have no opportunity 
of replying to his charges rnade in this 
House. Let the Attornc>y-Gcneral c:o out 
on the street ~orncr and say that 1\Ir. Carter 
anc1 ;',Ir. Forrv Wd'O bribed as the result of 
their report in tonnection with the rcdistri~ 
bution scheme, or let bim write a lPtter to 
the no\\·spaper, under his own sign:1ture and 
sav that thov were bribed. \Ve shall then 
have some respect for him. It ill becomes 
any man occupying the position of a. Minis­
ter of tl10 Cro"~n to make a charge of cor­
J'uption in this House under cover of privi­
lege. He not only owes a duty to Mr. 
CartN and Mr. Ferry, but a duty to this 
Honsc to c!cer up the charge of corruption 
made bo- hnn. 

The reduction in the number of members 
of Parliament is a 1na tter I do not desire 
to dwell upon at an~ length because other 
hon. m• mbers on this side have stated the 
case Yer: well. I fully endorse their 
remark•; that the Government arc hopeful 
of their polit,ical skino bv this Bill. 

a 1 ea v n1nttcr to Y~ ni'k ont. ..:""1.t 
the p; seLt tinw Parliamf'·lt i cou.po"d of 
seycnt-·-t\Yo rncmbor<. of 1vhon1 twcntv-six 
arc rcpre~-~nt'lti-~.tcs of the Labour Party~ If 
the..:£' fl,f'Y('lltv-two mnrnbE'r' .-,-0 br-forc tho 
electors n0-:-d, ~1av. the Labo~:tr Partv will 
require to y~·in olll~- clcYC>n ~r:ats to i·egain 
the rrr ~ en"· benches, and the present Go­
vernmc 1t kno'\" they would have no difficultv 
in doing th~t: but it is always harder to 
win six+-cen seat·, than clev' n.~ It i'i onlv 
c. little cum in arithmetic to pro1 o "here the 
difliculty B'" rutting ant ten Labour 
seats Wt' hold -ixto0n setts on!" out of 
~1\ts-iv:o Pnr1i:lllH'l!i is ,..;olYecl; 
and \YP ::-hall thPn havp to IYin nnw 
sea' lo be tl,c Gm·crnment of Qnecnsland. 
In ordPr to ~tave off Ocft:at and ~aYG their 
po'litica 1 skins hon I·'.ombcrs opposite will 
so rcd"tnbutn the -eats that it y,-ill be more 
diff1cult for Labour to win an extra five 
scab io secure its return as the Government. 

Tbc blk about econowy is pure bunkum. 
Tlw GoFcrnmcnt talk about economising by 
rcduc111g llw number of mcmbcrs of Pm·lia­
me··t b:~ ten. at the same time that the,~ arc 
talking- of olc'cting an 0ntirolv new IIouse 
of Parliament and~ increasing the tohl nnm­
ber of parli -1,1enbrians to ninct::-l\Yo. The 
talk :bout economv is so much eYe-wash 
anrl is not worth ,:cplying to. · · ' 

This Bill differs some1: hat from the old 
"\et in one very important particulwr. Hon. 

[Mr. H anlon. 

»lCmbcrs opposite have complained bitterly 
at times about th~ fact that certain sl,ats had 
a bi:_ger cumlmcnt than others. Unlike the 
Act \Yhich is being rt:~)e<Lled, the measure now 
u11dcr '"1iscussion rn·:kc3 lcgisL~tive provision 
for large and small constituencic . Under 
Lw old Act it wa possible, although highly 
nnprobable, for the State of Queensland to 
ho cut up !nto sev1 nty-t1• o equal seats. 
l;ndor this .n1easurc, however, a separate 
quota is laid down for the metropolitan area, 
for the citie ·, and for tho rest of Queensland, 
'O that this measnro makes le:;idatiYe pro­
vi,;ion for the fixing of the boundaries of 
constituencies c'~ a broadly varying bn,sis. It 
was pcrmicsible under the old Act for the 
Electoral Commissionef8, in their wisdom, to 
take into consideration various things which 
thee still haYo to take into consideration; bnt 
it was permissible for them to go 20 per <. ent. 
abon or below the quoh. This Bill differs 
in the fact t.hat the conuni.-"'ion ,,-'ill l)p given 
]E 5islatiYe instruction to make certain seat:s 
largo and other seats small. Therefore, v:ll''n 
hon. members opposite cry out about th 
im .]uality of the voting power of the people 
of lhis ::Ct·tte they must realise that they are 
giving legi~lat.iYe in _truct~on to that c·on1IHi:--­
slon to 1uakc the cor".titucncies of varying 
sizes. 

J\Ir. KE)lNY: Do you agree with that 
clause? 

Mr. HANLON: I agree that it is necessary 
for the conuni:-:,ion to ha ye a ce.:.·t ,in an1ouut 
of latitude in fixing the size of clecbratc·,; 
but I do not agree that there should bo legis­
lative instructions for tfie seats in some dis­
tricts to be small and for those in others to 
be large. The 'best purpose was •en·ed when 
the con1mission ''as g.iYen in 1>trnl'tions to 
take a definite quota, which thcv could vary 
after a conside,ration of various factors, as, 
for exampk, acoe•,ibility of the area and the 
community of 'intere ,ts of the people. Dis­
cretion should be entirely in the hands of tho 
colnmi~,·ion. and no }egislatiye instructions 
should be given that people resident in cer­
tain parts of the State should have loss repre­
sentation than other people living in other 
part' The discretion of th0 commission w,LS 

amply provided for when they '.'"ere given a 
20 pe'l' cent. margin on which to work. 

Mr. O'KEEFE (Cairns) [7.54]: It has been 
the endeaYour of hon. members on the Go­
vernment benches to prove that this Bill will 
make for economy. JYiany rash statements 
have been made by these hon. members-so 
much so that they are all contradictorx. 

No hon. member on this side has any 
objection to a redistribution. vVe do, how­
oyer, take exception to tho method by which 
the GoYornmont arc ondea vouring to secure 
their return at the next election by having 
a reduction of members as prescribed in this 
measure. I have no objection to the redis­
tribution of seats so long as certain funda­
mental principles arc kept in mind and a 
scns;ble svstem based therPon. It is even 
necessary 'to decide on the principle on which 
representation should bo founded. That 
nothing should count in that matter but 
actual population may appear logic.~! at first 
sight. That line of argument has been 
adopted by hon. members opposite who haYe 
spoken on this measure. If the population 
was distributed equally throughout the State 
that argument would be unanswerable, but, 
unfortunately, that is not the case. because 
one-third of the popdation of Queensland is 



Electoral Distri<!s Bill. [9 SEPTE}IBER.] ~31 

~oncentrated in the metropolis, and it is fan­
tastic to sa,- that one-third of the members of 
Pa'l·liament should bo elected from an area 
no larger than the Chillagoe electorate, repre­
Bented by tho Secretary for ::Wmes. Bnsba!1e 
comprises an area of 318 square milt:", 'vh1le 
the Cairns electorate has an area of 300 
square miles, but . wherea~ Brisbl<ne, has 
twenty members Carrns, Ch1llagoc. Eacnam, 
and other ele•.torate" have one member each. 
This Bill is not going to give fair represen­
tation to the far northern and far -vestern 
portion· of the Stat~. They will not. havE 
the reprE"entation wh1ch they have had 111 the 
past, and ::hich is the right of the people 111 

those arE as. Cons1dermg the ver :;· unequal 
dishibution of the people, to obtain fair 
reprl?,::.ntation i!l Pa1~1iam.ent, ~re<L must be 
taken into cons1deratwn m fixmg the elec­
torates. The Federal electoral law and also 
the Sta to let w rceogni ,e a margin of 20 per 
cont. abo:ve and 20 per cent. below the quota, 
,end, iH Ll_v _,pinion, it ',' ould not do any 
harm to iLcrease the quota to 25 per cent. 
abovo or bclo\v, and it should bo co1npulsory 
0 ~1 the t -JnlLli,-sio <..'f.-3 to corL~idcr area as well 
as population. The Attorney·Genoral repre­
sents about 1 square mile of terntory. 
whereas the hon. member for Cook rcpre­
senL 98,000 square miles; .and, if population 
is bken as the sole determmmg factor, repre­
sentation in South Brisbanr> should be much 
~reater. EYery cou_ntry in the world takes 
area into con,idoratwn, and I cannot under­
stand wlw the Queensland Government 
g]wulcl Le ~.fraid of the far 1'\orthern and far 
\\-L·tcrn , Jeetol'> A Parliament oc se:·enty­
two mcmb(]'s cannot be considered un:neldy. 
and a small Parliament may be dommeerod 
by one or two strong personalities, :vhich is 
a danger in any St~te. Other: countnes ha:ve 
grea,ter repre3entahon accordmg to numbers, 
and of a more costly nature than the State 
of Quecn,,land. In the ea·rly days, when 
Quconsland was an independent colony, the 
Parliament consisted of fifty-nine members 
besides an Upper House of forty members, 
and in 1837~forty-four years ago~the nu:rp­
bcr \Y~s incn used to seventy-byo 1n tho Legis­
lative Assembl,\·, and it has consisted of that 
nu1nber r-ver since. 

At the time the representation was 
1ncreasc.1 to sC'v-enty-t\vo members there \yas 
a population of only 366,940, and countmg 
the Upper House, th~re was a member for 
everv 83,276 persons m the State. Queens­
land. has to-day twenty-seven members of 
Parliament less than she had forty-four 
years ago although the population now hac. 
almost !'~ached 1 000,000. It is the inten­
tion of the Gov'ernment in this Bill to 
reduce the number of seats by ton. '\\~ e 
know that the de<ign of the Government m 
introducing the Bill is to get rid of Labour. 
,GoYornment dic,;ent.) The GoYernment 
are cr>1cavouring, on the plea of economy, 
to bring: a bout this redistribution of seats, 
which thee· think will kill Labour strength. 
If thev want to economise and to giYc fai1· 
reprcs0ntation to the State. it would be 
verv cas' for Ntch hon. member on the 
fro~t reJ1ch opposite to forgo £500 of the 
amount which he receives more than the 
ordinnrv membcn;. which would mean £5,000 
per am1um~the amount which is going to be 
saved bv knocking out ten Labour seats. 
That wot1lcl giye us the same reprcsent1tion 
as we haYe to·dav without any greater cost 
to the State. (Government dissent.) In 
round figures, each member of Parliament 
·in Queensland, State and Federal, represents 

ll.O';·s people. This is much lower than in 
other parts of Australia, lower than Canada, 
nearly as low as the United States, and 
much below other new countries. Yet it is 
proposed to make a further reduction in the 
number of members of the Queensland I,egis­
latur,e ! 

In .. peaking at the introductory stage of 
the Bill, I compared the number cif members 
in Queensland with the 1mmbo1· in manv 
other countries of the world, and made 
reference to the United States and the 
Union of South Africa, Transvrral. J';'atal, 
and the Orange Free State. All those 
countries hrrvo a grcttcr number of members 
in proportion than the State of Queensland 
bking as s. basis the population and the 
,:o.,rea. 

1' he A TTOR:<rEY -GsNERAL : V\That about 
Jlussia? 

lvir. O'KEEFE : The people in Russia 
have done more for thei1· country than the 
Attorney-General and the Government ha ce 
done for Queensland. If the Government 
opposite can do as much in the interacts 
of Queensland as the Soviet Govermnent have 
done in Russia, they will have nothing to 
be ashamed of. The hon. gentleman has no 
rca·,,on to complain about what the Russian 
Go:vernment are doing. '\Ye cannot get away 
from the fact that the only rc!lson for the 
introduction of this measure is to kill the 
Labour vote. Apparently the Government 
did not consider sufficient was done in that 
direction last session by the amcndm~Jnt of 
the Elections Act. As the re cult of the 
Attorney-General introducing that measure, 
hundreds of hard-working men and women 
whose names were on the roll were disfl·an­
chised. and tho'· will not have an oppor­
tunity of exercising a vote at the next 
election. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\IIKES interjected. 

l\fr. O'KEEFE : I did not get out of 
Combo Flat; and, if the 1\linister does lose 
Chillagoe at the next election, I will see 
that Palm Island is made available for him. 
If the Government cannot do anything better 
to defeat Labour than to remove from the 
electoral rolls the names of thousands of 
good hone,!; men and women, they are not 
worth much at the hands of the country. 
At the present time under our electoral 
svstem as it has been amended b:' the pre­
sent Gm·ernment provision is made for gun­
men. for men who should be inside the walls 
of Boggo road gaol, for the women who carry 
on their trade in houses of ill-fame. whilst 
at the same time hundreds of hom,,t toilers 
throughout the State are disfranchised, 
becaus3 they are faced with unemployment 
,md have to travel from place to place. It 
is a crving shame that any Government 
should bo afraid to meet their masters at an 
election, and that, because they are afraid. 
they 'hould depri vc people of the oppor­
tunit;.- of being on the roll. 

The SECRETARY FOR iYIEES : You are c:1 bad 
tipster. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I may be, but it does not 
matter to me. The idea that the Labour 
Party stuffed the rolls is all moonshine. In 
the electorate of Chillagoe 3, 700 electors 
voted at the lftst four elections; and I guar­
antee that, if there were an election to-mor­
row, the same numbe1· would vote again. In 
1926, when I won the Chillagoe seat at the 
by-election, there were 3, 700 voters. Four 

JJlr. O'Kee.fe.] 
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months afterwards, at the general election, 
there were 3, 700 Yoters, and three years and 
four months afterwards there were the same 
number of votes. Yet we are told that the 
roll is not clean ! 

I enter me· protest as a northen. member 
a"'ainst a Bill of this dee~ription. It reduces 
the representation of the far Norther'! and 
'Western districts because of tho scarcity of 
population there. The Government .do not 
consider that those people should enJOY tho 
rEpresentation ihoy have had for many years 
past. 

A GovERNlliENT 11EMBER: You are worry­
ing about your seat. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I am not worrying about 
your seat. 

Mr. KENKY: J\fove an amendment to cut 
out ha1± the city scuts, and I ,v]ll second it. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: The hon. member has 
enough to second amendments of that sort 
in his own c ""',ucus n1eeti:ngs. 

Mr. KENNY : Y on move it, and I will sup­
port you. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: All I want to do is to 
rrt:'; tl:l· l~··t:r•·~l•nt::trion of the people of 
1\onh cinc< .,,ai,d. iYhv shouhl hon. mem­
bers opposite be afraid to meet their masters 
-the poonle who put them on the Treasury 
benches about two years ago? They havo 
deprin,cl people of employment and trans­
ferred public :ccrvants in order that they 
n;a:;., not t i· ·~ u,u~ part in the elections. They 
are afraid to meet the electors. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You sound as 
though you are frightened. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I am not frightened, 
because even if I am defeated, I shall be 
able to get an honest crust, as I did before 
I entered Parliament. I do not want anv­
thing from my friends on the Government 
benches; and I know that, if I did, I would 
probably be disappointed. Hon. members 
should be men enough to ~ce that ever:: 
adult 1nan and 1-r·on1an has a chance of exer­
cising a vote at the next elec,ion. \Vhy are 
they afraid Y D· cuuso, of the rash promis"s 
they made at the 192~ election, which the.v 
cannot stand up to now. They are afraid 
to ask the eloC'tors to return them again at 
the polls; and the only way in which the: 
< nn ,,·hien their end is this cowardly way 
of disfranch; ;ing them and introducing a 
Bill to dcprinl them of the representation 
they enjoy to-day. I enter tny protest against 
a m€·asure of this description. 

:\fr. PEA"E (lhr!Jcrt) [8.10]: I wish to 
thank the Attornev-Genoral for his court<'sv 
in supplying an advance copy of the Bil(; 
but that is all I intend to thank him for. 
I am not going to thank him for the contents 
of the Bill. I am not going to thank him 
for his speech on the introductory stages of 
the Bill; nor am I going to thank him for 
!tie second reading speech. Ho simply abused 
th'J Labour Government, and did something· 
that he had no right to do-he slandered 
tln·ee public servarits. I quite understand 
that he is good at cloing that. I understand 
that quite recently he started with tho Chief 
Justice of this State, so that it is nothing 
new for him. 

The ATTORXEY-GEKERAL: :!\fr. Speaker,-! 
rise to a point of order. I understood the 
hon. member to say that he understood that 
I had slandered the Chief Justice of this 
State. 

[Mr. O'Keefc. 

Mr. PEASE: I did understand that. 

'I'he ATTORNEY -G EKRRAL: I ask for a \\ ith­
drawal of that ronnrk. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member to 
'Yithdra w the remark. 

Mr. PEASE: I merclv said that I undor­
stcod th t he had done so. 

GovERN3IEXT :\lE3IBERS: Withdraw! With­
dnP.I! 

Hr. SPE_\ KER: I ask the hon. member to 
IYithdraw. 

:"Jr. PEASE: I withdraw. In any case, 
thP Attorney-General refused to go into the 
>Yitness box in connection with his second 
reading speo,'h on this Bill. Ho refused .to 
"' s·.Yer nertinont qnostions directed to hrm 
bv ih·, 'hon. member for Flinders. 'l'he 

'ttorne -General should have gone into the 
~~~:itnos'_. ~box, particularly in Yio'v. ?f cer~ain 
rcr 1Htrks concerning a recent cr..-rl actron. 
It is a strange thing th:_t bYf'n!y-one years 
~go thi::. Septen1b.er th1s. ~arha_i11.ent was 
, 'gaged in debatmg a simrlar DilL The 
Tories 1yero th~n In power, and Labour sat 
j n o11po: ition. One of the lY'Lcrnbcrf' of the 
Cabinet was our pre:·.0nt Tre~~urer; an~ 
~:nyonc \vho cares to peruse Hansard 
for 1910 will find that Labour members 
.,·ere pointing out to the Go,-ornment 
, 'cacti' what Labour members hay been 
pointi;,"' out during this debate. In 1910 
tho Labour members were reminding the 
'l'orv Government that they had lost the 
confidence of the people, that they_ were 
afraid to facQ the people under certa m ccm­
ditions. and -,,-ore anxious to load the diCO 
_ vinst the Labour Party The present 
T)easurer wa' a party to that ~t empt to 
load the dice so that the )1COp!G of this 
State v·oulcl not be able to gi re a true expres­
sion of their political opinion at the ballot 
box. Like the present GoY('.r:m1ont, they 
were afraid to far' the people. The, present 
Gov-ornn1ent aro no1'· n1aking a ~nrYC'? 111 
:: n enc1cavour to e:3cape the wrath of"'( the 
;wople. In 1910 the hon. membu for Croy­
(1on. v;ho \vas then a Labour m:::'n1br-r ~1ttu_tg 
i r o,1position. pointed ()llt that the _Bill 
:wclcr discussion ehoul.d h'n-c been dpscnbe;! 
'" " a Bill to try to d1sh the Labour Party. 
1'11at is 1Yhat is happening to-day. The pre­
' ··nt Gm·ernment ha Ye introduced the Bill­
not to g·ive the people of Qu,oensland better 
l'l'prcsentation but solely to msh the Labour 
Parte, The hon. member for To,;wong and 
.,ther hon. members opposite who haYe 
~pJken during thjs debate haYe askc0~; 
" \Yhat did the Labour GoYernme:1t do . 
\\'hat did we do? We did the fair thm~, 
1chich this Gov<'rmnent will no1·cr do. We 
accepted the Bill introduc~d by the ,1nesent 
'f'reasurer in 1910, the obJect of winch was 
to dish the Labour l'arty. W~ accepted that 
rill and "e did not repeal rt, as the pre­
s~nt' Gon!Tninent are proposing to repeal 
electoral legiclation '.passed b:- the T'?rY 
(:o·ervment. \Ye took the same Br!l IYhrch 
the Trras1ncr, when ho was in power. tned 
to dish Labour YYith, and gaye that to the 
( 'ynunif'siouers as the b2..:,is upon which 
they were. to draw up their scheme .of 
1 •clistnbutJOn. \Y·e n,ppointed a fall' comn1IS­
,;O'L I challen,sc the Attorney-General to 
sc.v that Messr -. Carter, Dunlop. ancl Fer~y 
1'·Z.re not faie-Jninded nwn. and that theL' did 
not do their duty properly. 

GOVERN}IEKT JYlE11BERS : Ah ! 

:),Ir. SPEAKER: Order l 
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Mr. PEASE: Hon. members opposite are 
-slandering men who they know aro not in a 
position to reply. I feel strongly for iho ,o 
rnen. J\lrs~rs. Carter, Dunlop, and Ferry arc~ 
men of honour. I heard tho 'Trea.-urc·r 
speak on this side of the House afte1· t 1, 

redistribution was ma-de in 1921, and ED\' 

that it was a fair redistribution. ParliBo­
n1ent had a fair opportunitv of n. 0;ltill~{ 
that redistribution. vVho complained'? Twu 
Labour members. The redistribution was 
made, -and the BHl was fra1ncd t' {~ai11,,t 
Labour. Labour did not make a. Bill by 
first loading the dice. Labour does not play 
the game like that. (Government interjec­
tions.) They did not load the dice. They 
accepted the dice which the Treasurer loaded 
against Labour, and gave that to the peoph 
to decide what to do. What did the peoph• 
do aftrr Labour in 1922 had accoptod th~ 
principles of the 1910 Act? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You have come 
Dut in your true colours to-night. 

Mr. PEASE: The hon. member for Toom­
bul lot the cat out of the bag in respect to 
this measure, just as he did during the last 
municipal campaign. He distinctly said 
what had been done. He said the scheme 
was the punishment of Labour, which had 
been long delayed. He intended to convey 
therebv that the Government had decided 
to punish Labour, and that was why this 
Bill has been brought down. There is an 
old saying in a Book with which the 
Treasurer is familiar-

" Whosoever diggeth a pit shall fall 
into it." 

The GoYernment should take care that they 
do not fall into the pit they have dug for 
Labour. 

vnw was sixty-two selected as the num­
ber of members for this Parliament? \Vhy 
was the number of members not reduced by 
twenty or thirty-six? If the Government 
are the champions of economy that they 
claim to IH•, why are they reducing the 
number of members of Parliament by ten 
<mly? Why are the maps o,nd everything 
else already prepared? vVhy do a~! Govern­
ment members know who are gomg to be 
cut out. and all the rest of it? They know 
all about it. Why select ten as the number 
that the present number of members of Par­
liament >hall be reduced by? That is the 
onlv \Yay the Government can succeed at the 
elccti 0ns-by loading the dice against 
Lnbonr. ::\'o one outside the Gm·ernnwnt 
would believe for one moment that the 
Government Party placed certain numbers 
in a hat. and that ten was the number 
selcct'ed from the hat in order to reduce the 
representation in this House by. \Vhy do 
hon. members opposite )1Ull our legs in this 
manner" If hon. members opposite would 
speak the truth, they would admit that this 
is the on],- way in which they can load the 
dice rrgainc t Labour. As our leader said, 
'1 pn'liininn ry sur\ ev has been mad" EYcry 
member of the Governm0nt Party knows 
that maps haYe been preJ1arccl, and knows 
exactlv '"h"t the s;xtv-hYo electorates are to 
be; and knows th( t by this mec,ns an 
attempt is being made to pr"·v~nt ~"ubo1!r 
from getting proper representatiOn m this 
:Housf'. 

The TREASURER: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member for 
Herbcrt in order in otating that every mem­
ber of the Government Party has loaded the 

dice, and knows exactly what is proposed 
to be done by the commission that is to be 
appointed undel' this Bill? I ask that the 
hon. member be made to withdraw that 
statement. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do I understand that 
the Treasurer denies the truth of the state­
ment'? 

The TREASURER: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then I ask the hon. 
member for Herbert to accept the denial 
of the Treasurer. 

Mr. PEASE: In view of the Treasurer's 
denial, I withdraw the remark. I shall call 
the hon. member for Toombul as a witness. 
He said that the number sixty-two was 
selected after careful investigation. Let us 
develop that argument. How could the hon. 
member have careful investigation if he had 
not seen the maps. (Government dissent.) 
I know the hon. member for Toombul is a 
keen, careful business man. (Laughter.) I 
accept his statement at its face value, know­
ing him as I do, because the hon. member 
would not accept a business account without 
surveying every aspect of it. The hon. 
gentleman's statement in " Hansard " was 
that sixty-two had been selected. I ask, 
" Who seiectecl the sixty-two?" Every mem­
ber of the Government party selected sixty­
two. Why? Because they looked out and 
saw exactly what I say is right. The Trea­
surer knows that when the hon. member for 
Toombul said " carefuly selected " he said 
what he meant. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You never say 
what you mean. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. H. M. RussELL: Mr. Speaker, I rise 

to a point of order. I deny the statement 
attributed to me bv the hon. member for 
Herbert. This is what I said, as reported 
in " Hansard." 

Mr. STOPFORD: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member for 
Toombul in order in quoting this year's 
"Hansard "? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! What is the 
point of order of the hon. member for 
Toombul? 

Mr. H. M. RussELL: I did not use the 
words attributed to me. I ·said that the 
sixtv-two--

Mr. DuNLOP: Why don't you get hold of 
your original )1roof? I know what you 
said. I took it clown in shorthand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order t 
Thlr. H. M. RussELL: I did not use the 

words attributed to me, Mr. Speaker. What 
I did sav is to be found at page 587 of 
" Hansard " of this debate. It reads-

" That number has been arrived at 
after a great deal of investigation, and 
taking into consideration the various 
factors that must govern all systems of 
representation.'' 

(Govemment a)1plause.) 
:Mr. DuNLOP: 'Nhv don't you produce your 

original proof? (Uproar.) 
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. PEASE : I desire to refer to the 
remarks published by various newspapers 
regarding this proposed redistribution. Fir:·,t 
of all, I shall quote a very good )1aper, 

Mr. Pease.] 
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na1nely, the Cairns "Ti~es," ·which, under 
date of 1st September, satd-

" LOWERDfG PARLIA'\IE!iT'S PRESTIGE. 

" Queensland at present has one legis­
lator-FedPral and State-to each 11,075 
of population." 

Hon. members on the Government side have 
attempted to justify this method of redis­
tribution by rcctson of the large number of 
parliamentari11ns in Queensland in regard 
to both the State and Federal activities. 
But wrclv those hon. members would not 
suggest that one legislator to each 11,000 of 
the popn1 -tiotl i" too tnany? \Vhyn we th:a\Y 
a comparison with other countncs, we find 
that 've have a lower representation here 
than vny other part '!f Australia, and c;losely 
approximate tLe r·osttion that exrsts m the 
United Statu of .America. It would appear. 
therefore, that the Queensland Govcrnm(mt 
ar<· doincr something which no other State 
cf the C~mmOIH>·colth or part of the British 
Empire is attempting to do. The rcp_res;:mta· 
tion in t;'ueensland is lo\vcr than 1t 1s. In 
~ny other part of the Britioh Empire; the 
oniy part of the civili-,ed world where it is 
greater is in the lJnitocl States. Therefot:e 
there is nothing in the argument that th1s 
reduction is nece·· ,ary because of the Federal 
ParliarnPtJ.t. _.:\gain the C ,1l'n- '· Tir__:-," had 
this to eay-

" Fort,· years ago Parliament was 
increased with the avowed object of 
giving the Korth and \Vest better reprc­
senta tion." 

Arc t'1 Lon. rnr'·nllV'l' for Cook ::onrl other 
bon. rncrnbers ..... ho rPnrf'~ent clc~·toratc3 iu 
tJ1c nor-th r_nd \Ye-t o( Qw•ens1and _[l:oing to 
qaud up to 1-lw t lk1ng R'> av of .:;entn-
i '·;n frmn tho_;e p:trts of tl1c ..:.'\re 
tht'"" g-oin~ to "tand np for • Queen street 
Co~T- l~ll,h'nt? The- (Jpposition ha\·c- nu obj·:-~­
tion to a ndi~rrihntlon: but 1ve haYP 1n 
o1JirC'timl to the reduction of t0n seats 
rr(<t j5 \YhY \Y~~ <11'(' YOtiiF!,' ~1.ncl fighting 
arrain,,t thi.o-· Biil. \Ve thiiJk it is unfair. 
\\"hero die! tlw n"nnc•«t for thi' reduction of 
IJ 1_--rulwr;:; em ne frofn? Fir, t of nll, it 0 nne 
frorn tl:e Tor• pre~s vd~o -;upport ihr-· Govern­
ment: and the , support an Upper Hmrso 
a.nd ur irnrnr,clia~ c ncbon in tl1at connec-
tion. thf' tirne th,1 y arp fa~ving "Htrlnc~ 
the rf'lll'C'~Pntntlon in the Lc,qislative As!:!emlJly 
ccnd a~1point an Upper Hou,.e." \Vhor0 doe, 
the oconomv stnm come in? It goe' by the 
boarcl, boi ;use. if :·ou arc going to appoint 
an Upper IT OEo,t'. tlP expense will bo much 
gr. ttor. The :\'" ationctlist Party political 
confot·cnc>' "ont into the matter, end tolcl 
the- Govf'_·nmc·nt to reduce the nun1ber o£ 
seat., in thn A,srmhly. a11d also urged the 
Gon'rnment to n store the Upper House. 
The other day a deputation waited on the 
Deput,. Pr0mior asking the Govcrmno:1t 
imnwcliately to restore the Upper House. 
\Yhv? The Constitutional Club are asking 
the" Government to restore the Upper 
House bee use they know that what I tc 'Y 
is correct-that once the Government get to 
the public that will he the end of them. 
The most amusing part is that, while the 
pre;s talk al .mt reducing the nnmher of 
members of the Queensland LcgislatnrP. 
thev are also asking that the number of 
legislators in the Federal Parliament, as 
far as Oueemland is concerned, be increased 
b)• ono. \Yhat glorious inconsistency! 
rrhe prt SS say \V8 il.o not "\\ant SO many 
legislators in tho Queensland Parliament 

[.Mr, Pease, 

because in the State House they want to get 
rid of some Labour men; but in the same 
par,ers thc·y say " \Ve want greater repro· 
scntation in the Federal Parliament." Is 
that not inconsistent? I wish to quote th,e 
'" Telegraph " of 7th August, 1931, in this 
respect-

" Every State with the exception of 
Queenoland is correctlv and fu!lv repre· 
scnted so that, if Queensland we;·e given 
tho extra member to which it is entitled, 
the total number of members of aH 
States would be increased from seventy· 
fiye to seventy-six." 

Then it continue:,-
" It seems it ,·ould be competent for 

the authority to give Queensland its 
extra member immediately." 

The very papers that are hmding out to 
reduce the nu m bor of State legislators by 
ton say that it is competent for the Federal 
Govvnment immediately to give Queensland 
anothor memb~r. 

A GOVE?,:.'\':::.\IE~T :ThiEl\TBER: Don't you Y,Tant 
Queen ,]and to ha'> o fair repn ·entation? 

::'1-lr. PEASE · Yes; I want Quci•nsland to 
have fair representation in this House. I 
do not want to be two-faced; I ·,·ant to bo 
one-far~d. (Interruption.) 1£ hon. 1n°n1bcrs 
opr.J_ito are double-dyed, I am not. The 
v. hole o£ Quonsland c.1n only be properly 
rPpre ::Jntcd by · :'YcntP-b, o n1cn1bers in th~s 
House, and I .·1 o say that Quc•>nsland rs 
entitled to another nH mber in the Federal 
Parlian1Cl1L rrha only justifir-.tion £or a 
Tcduction is on the score o£ cc ·Jnon1y; but 
\Yhat arc th:- Government saYing? They 

sa YL' £5 uOO I vec1turc to ,,,. that tho 
orne, ~Gcn'cl'ui spent n1ore t11;1n £f,OOO 

in h:.;; 0\Vn office h1 thl~ 11ungana cu.se. \\
7

hat 
L:hout all th: comln;Jsio~ -the Govern:ment 

? \Yhat about ihe pur hasP of 
n1cat,,-orks? 'l'hc~- cost n:orc than 

\'\"hat a bout the' nropo"tl to est ab· 
the lJppcr I-fouse? Hov\' n1uch is that 

to cost? If ,,-o cx[nnin-~ statif:tics, it 
·;ill found that th0 cost of the Queens· 

land P,·rli ·n1ent is lo-,,·c· than the eo t of 
c.n Parliarr1cnt in _.:-'\ll'·~ralia. I want to say 
thitt a surYcy has been rnadc o£ this redis­
tribution, an"d the Government know ,,-hat 
jt is going to be. .After ln:aking .-~nothcr 
careful , m~ve'· such as the hon. mf'n ber for 
Toornbul talks about, the '' C'ouricr" sa:. s. 
" Ten "-'0·1ts are to go," anc1 it defines what 
the ten seats arc, It says three mo:_ropolitan 
and scYcn countrv ~eats are to go. The 
"Courier" is able to tell u' ,.-hat thi-
Minister will not tell us. a.sk members 
of the Country I'artY how going 
to justify the h.- s of JCvcn seats 
as against three metropolitan ;-~. tt·A The 
Ferler,tl (\Juntry Pan\ has j,, .... ncd a recent 
bulletin in which it condemns unification in 
exactly the same way as the Government 
[' 'rty h. re are doing, on th'- ground that 
t·he rural areas are not at rrr ent treated 
fairh b; Parliament, which is dominated by 
cit'. · interests. That is the view of the 
Co{mtr" Partv in the Federal arena. sup· 
parted" by hol1. members opposite, whereas 
the Country Party in the State arena by 
,. llowing this Bill to go on, is prepared to let 
Queensland lose seven country seats. _Surely 
hon. memhers oploosite are not gomg to 
justify that! \Vhat is the Federal Country 
Party going to say about it' I am sorry 
the Premier is not hero, becan.c I 'Yant to 
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put him in the witness-box. I am just 
wondering where he stands in regard to 
this Bill. I wonder ,, hethcr the Attorney­
General is pu~hing this Bill on while the 
Premi<''' is awav and taking advantage of 
his absence. I want to know if the Premier 
is in accord with this Bill, because I will 
prove by his own utterances that he 1s 
not. 

The ATl'ORl\EY-GENERAL: v\'hy do you 
want to put him in the witnc<d1ox? Is it 
because your conscience is pricking you? 

Mr. PEASE : I want to cross-examine him. 
In 1922, as reported in " Hansarcl " for 
that year on pag<"· 502, 503, and 504, a 
motion was brought for·- ·arc! by Mr. Beb­
bington, the then hon. member for Drayton, 
to provide a better quota for the country 
cli '-tricts The motion -,·as seconded bv the 
present P1·cn1ier, who, in the course 0£ his 
epcech, said-

" \Y(; ,,~ant to havP greater rcprccn­
tation in the countrv than in the towns, 
If a r..:Jibtribntion ~is 1~1adc evcrv time 
there is : n incre -,_o of population, in the 
cities, the tin1e 'vill C01nc ·,~-hen the 
connb'\ "',Till bo practically unr0presented. 
To-da:· we ha vc to c2ttlo the hrgc open 
spaf'es of the StatP and we Y\'ant men to 
rep re ·ent those spaces." 

Then here is ~oE1cthing eh~ -":hich he said-­
' l-Ion. l11C'nJ.bers Y ho r; preser~t northern 

conAtitnencics }nus.t recognise that .'1 

wrong principle has been adopted." 
That is the principle that is in this Bill. 
He \vent on to sa-- this-::1.ncl this i.:. the gen1 
of the ,,-hole thing-

,_ \Ye will c-•rta;nh- re-cognise it the 
fir··t opportunity we 

0 

,_ne! we will 
m :ko it po' iblo for people living 
in the outside clistrictc to lun·e a better 
oppo1 tunitu of hetving their y]e\YS 
cxpn '-~cl in this Chamber than they have 
at the present tirne.'' 

\Vhat are hon. 1nerr1bers 011r·;sitc going to do 
about it: Are the:- going to repudiate their 
p; -en.:: lP,·dcr '! (Governm·:nt interjections..) 
I think they are taking advantage of the 
absence of the Pren1ier, and puF<hin:; this 
Bill throu~·h. The Premier said, "\Ve," 
not "I." Ho said-

" If we get OYer there, we will do 
· on1ethin;;." 

\Yhat arc hon. members opposite doing? 
The:· are allm.ing se;-cn country seats to go, 
although the> l'rcmicr said e;-en . t that 
tin1c, \Vh._•n the countr;.~ .\vas represented as 
it is to-day. that it was not fair, and he said 
that, when his party got over to th0 Govern­
ment side, they would do certain things. 
IIon. n1crnbc:ts oppo~1to nrc rcpudiationists. 

I alco want to refer to the loc.d news­
na1-2l'S-thc "Courier" and the "Tele­
gT1.tph. ': the " ~IaiJ " w,1s more deccnc. 
Th" '· Couricc· " h cl this to sav on 2nd 
September- · 

' It "as the Labour Party that passed 
an Electoral Act that "as the very nega­
tion of democracy." 

Labour never passed an Electoral Districts 
Act. \Ye took the 1910 Act and made a 
redistribution under that Act; yet the poli­
tical organs of hon. members opposite in 
this city arc unfair as usual. Even when 
it was pointed out that they were wrong 
they had not the decency to recant. I say 

that in 1922 Labour accepted the Act passed 
in 1910. The present Treasurer was a 
member of that Government. If that Act 
was a negation of democracy, it was passed 
by the Government of which the present 
Treasurf'r was a member. That is the Act 
which hon. members opposite are repealing. 

GOVERNl\IENT ME:IIBERS: You altered it. 

Mr. PEASB: We did not. The " Tele­
graph " of the 2nd instant said-

" The howl of indignation from the 
Opposition benches in the Queensland 
Parliament at the proposal of the 
Government to redistribute the electorates 
in ac•"ordance with the provisions of 
' The Elections Act of 1910.' " 

The " Telegraph" thoro declared that the 
Government were going to have this redis­
tribution in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act of 1910, >vlwrcas the " Telegraph " 
knows as well as I do that the Attorney­
General is rep-•aling that Acto The 
'· Uo~rier-" blamed ns for passing an Act 
\Ve chd not p::-"ss; and now tho " Telegraph " 
~ays that we arc going to have this redistri­
bution under the 1910 Act; and both are 
, ronf". \Ve arc trying to show the peor le 

of Queensland ,; hat a loaded Bill this is. 
\Ye aro trying to n1ake them realise the 
pooition by telling them the truth. I repeat 
that '"e did not alter the Act of 1910; and I 
refor,hon. membcre to page 1852 of " Han­
san1 for 1922, whe1·e thcv ;;·ill '00 that on 
26th September of that year the hon. mem­
ber for Flinders, then the "\ttorney-General, 
moved-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to provide for the a\tpration 
of the names of certain elector(,] dis­
tricts." 

Ivh. Theodore, who "·as then Premier 
ansv .. :ring thc Opposition, "-ho were saying 
somcthmg smn!ar to what hon. members 
opposite arc saying to-da}, said-

" Thu redistribUtion w.11 done under 
tlw provisions of the 1910 Act passed by 
the Denham Government." 

The T.L·t'a~nrcl', \Yho \Y<:L thFt_,_ in oppo_-ition, 
kr PW Ycry well that what =\lr. Theoclore 
said '' ac true. I say that Labour is fair. 
Labour ,., as satisfied to act under the mea­
sure passed by the previous Go,-ernment. 
Lahour nevPr loaded the dice. Labour 
played the game faidy. This Bill is entirely 
based on party lines to give the Government 
a political advantage, 

\Ye haYc the hon. member for C<trnarvon, 
as reported in iho " Courier " saying-

" The scheme to reduce electorate' to 
sixty-two v-ould not interfere with the 
Darling Downs seats. although there 
>voulcl most likely be an alteration in 
boundaries.'' 

Taken in conjunction with the ,tatement of 
the " Courier," that declaration ehmrs that 
the redistribution was to be controlled by 
the Government. How could the hon. mem­
ber talk about the "scheme"? \Yhat is the 
" c.-eh erne "? Let hon. JTit:n1bcrs go to the 
dictionary and sec. The hon. m~mber for 
Carnarvon "as man enough to giYe the 
thing its ri~ht name-a "scheme." He 
knm'-, tcwt ~h1t I bave r-aid i., true, and 
cn~ry man of the Country Party knows it 
too. How can the hon. member say that 
these things are going to take place if the 
Government are not g-oing to control them? 

Mr. Pease.] 
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At 3.37 p.m., 
The CnAIR~IA:'> OF CmnnTTEES (Mr. Roberts, 

East 'l'oowomba) relieved Mr. SPMKER in 
the chair. 

Mr. PEASE: In 1910, when the Denham 
Govcrnwent-of which the present 'I rcasurer 
>vas a member. and when he evidently had 
more political -decency than he has no~-the 
redistribution of seats was undertaken m the 
'econd session of Parliament, so that the 
~ommi .sion's report would bo available for 
the third and last session. Why? The 
Government then were fair enough to allow 
the report to come to Parliament so that 
hon. members could disctL;s it. 'l'hoy will 
not do that now. \Vhy has the Premier lost 
his political decency i': thr:t resp~ct? Why 
did he not cause thrs drstnbutwn to be 
undE'rtPken in the second session of Parlia­
ment as wa' done under the Denham Go­
vern~cnt? The Premier has been corrupted 
by the rest of the Government. (Gove~n­
ment interruption.) Hon. members opposrte 
believe in corruption. The rest of them have 
adopted corrupt methods. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I 
would like to draw the attention of hon. 
members that the debate has become· quite 
out of- order and the language on both sides 
of the Hou;e quite unparliamentary. 

The TREASURER: Mr. Deputy Speaker. I 
rise to a point of order. I ask that the 
statement made by the hon. member that 
Parliament had corrupted the Premier be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the hon. 
member for Herbert to withdraw. 

Mr. PEASE: I withdraw. Again, I want 
to point out that the Labour Party was 
fair. 

Mr. KENNY: Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I rise 
to a point of or-der. Is th<Y hon. member 
fer Herbert in order in saying that the Pre­
mi.or of Queensland is corrupt? 

Mr. PEASE: I never said that. 
Mr. KE:'>NY: That is the statement made by 

the hon. member for Herbert. 

Mr. PEASE: I never said anything of the 
kind. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: My attention 
ha e been called by the Treasurer to a state­
ment made by the hon. member for Herbert. 
The hon. member for Herbert has withdrawn 
the statement, and I have accepted his with­
drawal. 

Mr. PEASE: Labour has not at any time 
feared the people. \V e have never loaded 
the dice. Whatever we did we did fairly 
and squarely. 

Mr. MA X WELL: You said that before. 

Mr. PEASE: And I propose to say it again 
and a~ain until the hon. membr-r understands 
it. \Vhon Labour rt:trried out a redistribu­
tion of seats, the number of electorates was 
not altered. We followed the practice of the 
Jlenham-Barnes Government of introducing 
the measure in the se~ond lost session of 
Parliam•'nt, so that h01c. members could con­
sider what had been done. We did that 
beeause we desired to be hir to members 
on both sides of the House. We did not 
attempt in any way to influence the com­
mi,.sion. I never oven saw the members of 
the Con1L1ission. 

Mr. BR\ND: Yom· organisation did. 

[Jlt. Tease. 

J\lr. PE_,_\SE: \Vc 'vere fair. \Ye could 
have adopted tlw practice now being adopted 
b;c this Government of withholding the redis­
tribution scheme until the la.ot session of 
Parliament and submitting it only to the 
members of the Cabinet. \Ve could have 
thrown both sides of the House into a state 
of chaos, but we were absolutely fair. 

The ATTOR:IiEY-GENERAL: You had nothing 
to do with it. 

Mr. PEASE: We had more to do with it 
than hon. members opposite ha ,-c had to do 
with their sche1ne. In our caucus 1nen1bero 
had something to do with it, and it was 
arranged that the rcclistrihution should take 
place in the second session of Parliament w 
as to give oyery member of Parliament a 
chance to see what was done. The present 
Treasurer was quite satisfied with the redis­
tribution carried out by the Labour Govern­
ment. He >vas then a member of the " Rump 
Party," and he gave the redistribution his 
bles,ing. On behalf of the Opposition, I 
desire to protest against the unfairness of 
the Government in introducing a Bill pro­
vidin!l' for a redistribution at a time when 
hon. members will have no opportunity of 
dio,cussing it. It has been introduced solely 
to handicap the Labour Party. In 1887 
Queensland, with a population of 399,000, had 
seyenty-two members in the Legislative 
Assembly in addition to a LegislatiYe 
Council. In 1921 th0 population had increased 
to 768,231, the number of members of the 
.Legislative Assembly was seventy-two. whilst 
the number in the Legislative Council was 
fifty-six or a total of 128 legislators. In 1931 
th~ population had reached nearly 1,000,000, 
and the number of legislators was seventy-two 
in one House of Parliament. That is only 
a fair number to carry out the legislative 
work of this State in a satisfactory manner. 
Labour never possessed a fear complex; and 
I wish to prove it by submitting •,ome figures. 
\Vhen we wanted a mandate from the people, 
we nroceedod to them, direct. \Vo did not 
skull, in any way. We applied to the people 
for a definite mandate by wa.v of an electiOn. 
The Labour Party came into power on 12th 
July, 1915. \Ne remained _in power for two 
years and seven months, gomg to the country 
on 14th February, 1918, five months before 
the expiration of our time. Certain quesbons 
of vital public interest had arisen demandmg 
a mandate from the people. \Ve were 
J·eturnecl to power, and remained i21 office 
for two years and four months. 1\ " went 
to the countrv again eight months befor~ our 
time. \Ye did not attempt to amP'Jd the 
l·•gislation. without. obtail!ing a ma_ndate from 
the people. On the th1rd occaswn we re­
mainc cl in office for L\YO years anJ fl:~e 
rr1o11ths, :1nd ''rent to thD C'OIJntry again 
Rev en ITI{mths before onr t Jn the 
fourth o!:casion ·we remfl_,incd ofi·j; 2 fo1· t. ·;o 

-vcnrs and nine me>nths; and tbe lasL 
Ofc::"s1on ,.,'<-o re ~nn.iEcd jn oflicc :p lL~ 
and ten months. T w 1~.h to 
during the fiye Lo hour 
Labour GoYcrnnlent did not . 
fot their fnll tenn. \V~ rlid not h< s:;tJ.tJ to 
obtain the decision of the pcop:o upon any 
matter. \Ye' clid '" fair thing. \Ye neYer 
shcltorcl oursclvc,.J in the (0W1rt1"s ca")tle. 
\Ye ncYor put legislation on the s~otutc-book, 
a; this Gon:~rnnH~nt are dou1g-Joa-cllng the 
die._ against their opponents. \Ye 1xcnt to 
tb 8 people fm· a mandate on an Act of 
Parlian1ent which the present Trca--uror 
paesed in 1910. We were fair. That shows 
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the way Labour acts. \Vh<tt are the Govern­
ment doing? 'l'h,oy aro loading the d1c8 
against the Opposition. Thc:y are frightened 
to go to the people. I challenge them now 
to ;_;o to the people on a redistribution of the 
:;.(~' .._'~lt,,·-two seats, which is only fair. A 
redistTibution is ne_ .csar:r. 'rho Govcrnrncmt 
can th0n obtain a rnandate from the proplc 
to re ~.uro the number of representat.i vcs of 
this House by ten and on the quesi;ion uf 
the restoration of the- Upper House. The 
Guve1nmrnt are going to the peo;,lc with 
ioaded dice. \Ve Hre not frightened of the 
Government rYen w·ith their load<ed dice. It 
iJ wrong for thlm to do what they are doing. 
Gc· to the I' •ople on the basis of sevonty-tlvo 
seats, on which they won the Govurnm,mt 
bcnche . after those seventy-two seats h'1ve 
bce11 rcdi~tributcd hv a commission t I do 
not C'<ll'f' \vhat cornrrli~sim1 is appointed. I 
havo foith in the nublio service. Naturally, 
we on tbis side of the House must accc,nt the 
recommendations of the commission_- \Ve 
will not squeal, no matter what they way be. 
WlFtever the commiesion do, we will accept. 
We realise that the public service of Qucens.­
land is not corrupt, in spite of what lho 
Attornoy-Gcneral has ~aid. Nohvithshted;ng 
\Yhat three public serYants the Uovcr.::n:Cnij 
nay appoint, give them not this Biil, but 
the 1910 Act, have a rcdistrih1tion, und wo 
challenge the Government b go to the ;wople 
and let the people decide. 

Mr. H. ::\1. RCSSELL (Toombul) [8.47j: 
Hon. members opposite have had a fair tilt 
at me in regard to what I said in the courw 
of a speech on another stage of this Bill. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: What did you say. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I am going to tell 
vou >vhat I oaid. The hon. member for 
Rockhampton also bad something to say. 

Mr. DuXLOP: \Vel!, produce your proof. 
I made a note of it. 

Mr. H. ;\'L RUSSELL: The hon. member 
for Rockhampton said that he took cl JWn my 
speech in shorthand. 

Mr. DUNLOP: Yes, I did. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: The Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition also said that, while he 
accepted my denial of the statement he attri­
buted to me, he was of the opinion, or sus­
pected, that I had altered my proof. 

Mr. KIRWAN: l\o, he said he heard you 
make the statement be attributed to you. 

Mr. H. l\1. RUSSELL: I have in my ha11d 
the original proof of my speech \vithout any 
alteration whatsoever. 

Go>ERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear 1 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I propose to read 
it to the House. 

GOVERNMENT ME~IBERS: Apologise, Dunlop ! 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: My original proof 
reports me as saying-

" The ,Government have decided that 
sixty-two will be ample to represent thcl 
State, at the same time preserving the 
maiil feature of all represcntation-com­
nlunit:r of intere~t. 

·' :'IIr. Pollock: How was that numbe1· 
rriYc'd at'? 

" Mr. H. :'vl. R CSSELL: That numbct 
has been arriF 1 at :1fter a great deal of 
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investjgation, and taking illto considera· 
tion the various factors that must goyern 
all svston1s of representation." 

GovERN~IENT ME~IBERS: Hear, hear! 
(Opposition interjections.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 

2\Ir. H. M. RUSSELL: The Opposition 
should take their gruel like men. It 1s 
scnndalous that the·.· should doubt the ability 
of the " I-Iansard ,·staff. 

OPPOSITION JYIE~IBERS : \VC don't. 
Mr. I-I. M. RUSSELL: Their remarks are 

a reflection on the " Hansard " staff. (Op­
position dissent.) 

~\1r. DEPUTY SPE.AKER: Order! 

:.\Ir. H. M. RUSSELL: The Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition suspected that I 
had altered my proof. 

OPPOSITION JI.1EMBERS : No, no ! 

JI.Ir. H. M. RUSSELL: If he were any 
man at all, the hon. member would apologise 
for even harbouring tb tt suspicion. As for 
the hon. member for Rockhampton, well, he 
is beneath contempt. (Government laughter.) 
I haYc my proof in my hand, and there are 
no alterations in it. 

l\Ir. DuNLOP: At times the reporters make 
good speeches for bad speakers. 'That is 
what happen(-d with yours. (Disorder.) 

:'llr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! I 
regret the tone of the debate. 

HoxouR.IBLE :IIE3IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! I 
want to say definitely that, unless hon. 
members control themselves, other action 
will be taken. This is a debating Chamber. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: In regard to the 
hon. member for Rockhampton, it is indeed 
fortunate that we have a capable "Hansard" 
staff to correct his speeches. (Laughter.) 

lllr. DuXLOP: Kat at all. No reporter 
can dispute my ability. (Renewed laughter.) 

:\Ir. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 
::VIr. H. :11. RCf:'SELL: It \Yould appear 

thnt hon. nwn1bcrs opp:Jsit~, whilst belieYiDg 
iil redi,tribution, do noc believe in the 
rc.ch~ction of lncinbers fron1 SLYcnty-t-wo to 
sixt) -tv;o_ 

;\lr. STOPFORD: 1-Ve don't believe in 
"rjgg1ng." 

I''r. H. ~I. R'CSSELL: Their objection 
is that they n1ay Jose rnore seats than the 
Go, crL1nent side 1nav lo:·,.e . .1_\;o one kno1rs 
how the ·'ats will "be allotted. and the 
corJ'tructioJJ which should be placed ou rHv 
prcYious rl'rnarks is ihis: For son1c tin18 
th Govcrrnncnt have be-:n convinced that 
thrTe is o~, er-representation in Parliarnent. 
\Ye haY.· been endeayouring to arrive at a 
fair figure which will give adequate repre­
scnt.ation to the St.atc. Personally I believe 
in a reduction to fifty mernbers---'-

Mr. DuNI.OP: Why didn't you support my 
amendment, then? 

Jl.1r. H. l\I. RUSSELL: I might say tlnt 
what actuated the Govcnnnent !n not re -uc­
ing the nurnbcr;:; t0o gn atly \Yas tho f, -tr 

that by 20 l'olng th ·y 1night. m~ke th~ colrt­
try dectorath too big. While the brsis d 
our voting systern is one n1an one vote that 
must have for its natural corollary ono vote 
ooe valuo, the thickly populated sections wore 
willing to give a fair n1argin to the country 

Mr. II. M. Bussell } 
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c c•ntrce. I agree with country uembers that 
some consideration should bo given to areas. 

Tho following· figures will give some idea 
of the inequalitiu that must bo removed:-

Constituencies. 

12 Pastoral .. 
21 Agricultural 

5 Mining . . . . 
14 Towns outside city area 
20 City of Brisbane .. 

' i 
I Total 1 

I 
Number of Quota. 

1 

Electors. 1 

58,325 
149,21:) 

17,752 
95,700 
1~0,000 

4,%0 
I 7,10(} 

3,550 
6;835 
9,000 

Year aft0r year when the present Govorn­
rncnt Party were jn oppo~ition they urged 
upon Htf' th"n Labour Goycrnrrr,·nt thn nC,~<-'."1-
' it.- for a rcdiotribution; but the Labour 
GnyernrllC!lt knc\Y ve1:v \vcll what thcv \Vcre 
c!oinq· in the lac.t rcdistriblltion; ancl thw: 
rcf_t-.Lillt•d frmn. ~iving justice to the people'. 
.'dwr the e],•ccron o£ 1926 th·' Opposition 
\vi~.h a r:nino/·~ty of about eighteen -r-cprrc.;cn~ 
tat"J.yc~ 111 tn1s _Chanlb(r_, rtprc,cnt J n1oro 
clt f_ Ol'S than d1d the Gcver.nncnt. Dndcr 
thi_, Bin v c-nc1cayntu·i1lg to .,ive n 

to all th0 clect'Ors of 

. =~rr. POLL~)CK: If :;·on believe in a reduc­
tion ~f rnemb.ers to i-iftv, \vhy support a 
rcdu_tlon to Sixty-t .YO? 

.='h. H. 1L RUSSELL: I am prepared to 
g!v.e a margin t.o our ?ountry friends, rc~og­
msmg that then· duties are more arduous 
11rolmbly than those of members representing 
city. consbtu:=-ncies, and V\:e are quite prepared 
to take a bigger quota In the city. We are 
gmng to allow country centres a ma·rgin of 
20 per ::,cnt. below tho quota; and tlw city 
E>.:>at;; ''n.1l be 20 per cent. abov-e the quota, 
so that _m the adual result many of the cit:; 
seats Will contam 50 per cent. more electors 
than some of the country seats. 

I b.vo listened very attentivclv to the 
remarks of the Opposition and to n1v mind a 
good deal of the critici~m that has beon 
levelled against the Bill \Yould have been 
br•tter a pp lied to an Electiuns Bill. as thev 
had no bc•aring on the Bill no.·: under discus­
sion. There i· no doubt that a good many of 
the >catements of the Opposition were 
actuated by the fear that they would be 
g•roater losers than the GoYernment by the 
rcchst~·1bubou, a~Hl they oLject bpr·:tu ,c I spoke 
my mmd and said: " Suppose thev lost more 
representation than did thA Government, it 
would only be retribution." It wa, onlv 
something that was coming to them ycar~s 
ago,. and they knew it was coming. They 
retamod office through an unfair distribution 
of the electorates. Their Government 
retained power on a minority vote which 
was most unjust. In spite of thei:r boast 
about democratic principles, they made no 
attempt to remove those inequalities. To­
mght they say that because the population of 
Queensland has reached 1,000,000 we want 
more members than we had a few years ago. 
I have always taken up the attitude in reo-ard 
to the representation of this State that" our 
responsibilities as legislators are considerabh­
less than they were prior to 1901. " 

Mr. SrOPFORD: The expenditure is greater. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: It is not a question 
of expenditure or revenue because those two 
items are relative. ' 

Mr. KmWAN: The job was a sinecure 
twenty years ago. 

[Mr. H. JJ1. Russell. 

Mr. H. M. HUSSELL: Hon. members 
opposite will not take their gruel. 

At 9 p.n1., 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. H. ::'11. RUSSELL: I cannot under­
stand why such heat has been engendered in 
this debate. Let us be quite fair about the 
matter. \Ve must all recognise that we are 
not entitled to haY~ the same number of 
members that we had before federation. 
Many of our departments were transferred 
to the Federal Government when federation 
took place. 

Mr. SroPFORD: Which? 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: The Defence 
Department, the Post and 'felegraph Depart· 
ment, the Customs Department, and various 
other activities; and we have had to face 
the epectacle year after year of the Common­
wealth Government absorbing many further 
activities. Our State administration has 
lessened to a great degree; consequently our 
responsibilities are less. There is not now 
need for the same number of legislators that 
there was in 1901. If are honest. we 
must admit that. I cannot understand all 
the caterwauling from the other side. This 
is a measure which has been long delayed 
by all parties, not only by the Labour Party, 
but by their predecessors. The question has 
been shirked session afteT session; and, in 
common justice to our own electors, we should 
put into effect some meaEure providing for a 
lesser number o£ moqbers to nmrosent the 
people of QLieenslancL It is a· matter of 
opinion as to whether the numb0r should be 
sixty-two or some other number. What we 
want to do is to see that every activity ancl 
industry of the State is properly represented. 
That was the main factor in arriving at the 
llgr.re of :-;ixt~7-t-·~o. I den~- th,:..t I l\:now \Yhat 
i::;; q,·oin to luq1pen in r• gard to the redis­
tribution. One hon. member has stated that 
the maps are already ava.ilable; but I have 
not seen any map. I am prepared to leave 
the whole matter of redistribution in the 
hands of the commission. I think there is 
a public demand for this reform. 

Mr. HYNES: There is a public demand 
for an early election, too. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I would not be 
af1·aid of that. 

Mr. HYNES: The people will send you into 
politic"l oblivion. 

l\Ir. H. :1I. RCSbELL: There is a demand 
for a reduction in expenditure; and, while 
this measure will only save £5,000 per 
annum, I think it is a saving that \\ e should 
adopt. A good deal of the criticism that has 
been levelled against the measure is, no 
doubt, founded upon fear. Some of our 
friends may not he here next session. Whilst 
I do not like to see any man penalised, 
politics is a very precarious game; and 
every man who comes into the House takes 
the risk of whether he gets back or not. No 
man has any pre-emptive right to any seat 
in Parliament, and we must all take the 
good with the ba-d. If it is the misfortune 
of some hon. members not to be returned 
next year, they must take it with as good a 
grace as possible. There is no reason why 
the public should have a House of seventy­
two members inflicted on them "·hen a lesser 
number is quite ample to carry on the 
government of this State. 

I am quite sure that the Bill will be­
acclaimed by the public, and that by means 
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of it we shall get a more equitable repre­
sentation, and, by means of the other 
methods we have adopted, we shall in the 
futuro not have elections won by transferring 
men at the last moment so as to weigh down 
the scales against the local candidate. Hon. 
members on the other side have been guilty 
of every sin in the political calendar; and 
under the measure which our Government 
have introduced I hope we shall have 
cleaner elections in the future than in the 
past. 

2\ir. BRCCE (Kenn.·rly) [9.5]: Hon. mem­
bers on this side appreciate the v0rificntion 
b;· the hon. mnmber for Toornbul Jf his 
siaten1ent, as rcp0rteJ in '' HanF 1nl " and 
all'c:tdy n1entionc 1 by several 1ncmbcrP- of 
the Oppo>.ition. I do not want to introclucu 
any brat into this debate, hut I n'ally think 
that ihi Bill proves that "Big Rill" 
Thomp··"Jn, r\l Capone. and "Boss ., Croker 
were gentlemen compared with the men who 
introduced it. 

::\1r. BEDFORD: They are all out of gaol. 

Mr. SPK> KER: Order! It is qui to out 
of order for the hon. member to compare 
hon. mcmbo1, of this House with the por­
~oru he has 1ncntioned. It is highly unpar­
lianH'ntary, and I shall have to ask him to 
diecontinn if he proceeds on those lines. 

The TR?\S"~-RER: J.lr. Spc JJ\:cr, I rise to a 
point of order. I the hen. member for 
"\YarrPgo in order in 1naking the statement 
that hon. nlf'Inbcrs on this sicl(! arc ont of 
gaol' I ask that ho withdraw tnat state­
ment 

::\Ir. BEDFORD: \Yell, you are out of gaol. 

:\Jr. SPEAKER: I did not a'k the hon. 
IT1Cn111:-1· to ·, ithc1r~n~ [ :;;aid that 1 LJu.ld 
not allow ~1iln to continue on tho~o lines. 

Th~, TnK\~~r-n~u: Is the hon. mc1nbcr in 
order in saying that I am out of gaol. 
(Laughter.) 

:\fr. BEDFORD: \Yell, you are. 

Jilr. SPE_\ KER: I hope that hon. mem­
bers w :Jl carrv on this debate in the way it 
should bP car:ried on. 

HoxOcRABLE l\Ir-::~rBEHS: Hear, hear! 

J'1r. SPEAKER: Latch' it has been car­
ried on in a yery undignified way. The 
Pxpre,'ion of the hon. member for Warrego 
i."• unparliamontary, and I ask him to with­
dralv. 

::\1r. BEDFORD: How can I withdraw the 
'tatement that the hon. gentleman is out 
of gaol: If I withdraw the statement that 
he is out of gaol, then he is in gaol. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member 
to withdraw. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I Cf rtainly withdraw the 
statement. He is not in gaol. 

The TREASPHER : JYh. Speaker, l rise to 
another point of order. The hon. member 
just said that, if I urn not out of gaol, I 
am in gaol. (Laughter.) I ask that it 
be withdrawn. 

l\lr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member 
for \Yarrego to withdraw. 

::\1r. BEDFOHD: I do certainly withdraw 
the statement that the hon. gentleman is not 
in ,:aol. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BRUCE: When Tory Government~ 
were in power in the States throughout Aus­
tralia and in the Commonwealth Parliament, 

there w::ts uo demand by the press for a 
reduction of the nurnbcr of nH~rnbcrs of Parh 
liament. It. was oniy y·hen the Lahour 
Party got into power in the different States 
and the Comrnonw•alth, and .-·hen it 
appeared that Labom· W<lS rightly going to 
take the reins of control throughout Aus· 
tralia that there was any agit •:tion for a 
reduction of the numl>er, of members of 
Parliament. It cannot be sug·gcstecl that a 
rcdurtion of numbers is neccssa ry because of 
the depres:oion, because in 1893. Queensland 
was pacisng through much greater depres­
sion than no\V, Banks were crashing onE' 
nfH another, :•nd want and poverty were 
·talking through the land; yet there was no 
suggc~tion of a rcducdon in thP nurnbers of 
1ncn1bers of Parlian1ent for th.~ sintple rea~ 
son that Tory Govern1n0nts ·'ere 111 powe:t 
-Governments that suited the powers-that­
be~. ~o that the 1n·p:-;~ cam1ot ~ub <antiat0 
it~ ngitarion for a reduction o£ IllPlnbers of 
PariianH'nt on the plea th;·t it 1:-' ncce ry 
bee a use of the depression. 

The Bill contains a re olntim1ar, political 
proposal. and is not intrcc]nu'd with the 
object of proYiding a redistribution scheme 
at all. It is to [ll"Ovide a foumhtion for th~ 
gov0rnn10nt of Qner-nslnncl OYl an enti.rely 
different basis from that of the pa' t: there-
fori' 1t. i_-; vc-r7 ne~c ~ 1r-r 1nc1l: to deal \v:ith 
tho 1natter \v{th p;r-:-at. · «ttontion. I 
resided in the Flinders for manv 

timo th.c 
C'lectorah• contain(~d a nnn1ber of people in 
rxce's of the qcwta provided llv the dcctoral 
l:n·. \Yh"n thn Monnt E!liott Company 

it: lTH 11 O~lt in 191:-'. 900 m011 ]f'ft in a 

and remained out of the cl ct01·ate until 
thP cmnpany reopennd its nJln.·-~. If the 
prc~cnt Elections Act hnd been in force at 
th ·t tim0, requirinp; a residential qualifica­
tion of thr0c rnontl1s, thr·-::e C:JO nH 11 \vould 
haYc b:"en Thc·n' '""'' plenty 
of \YOrk offPr1ng at tin1c, nnc1 boatloads 
of Hlf-lD \YCl'C laniled nt. rrown;:;.\?iJle frmn the 
old f'OuntrY. Thev w;::.re railed direct to 
)~on;lt 1':tli~;fL 1n t1)c, FJind0rs r 1 r~,tol'at.e, and 
incrCa'C'd the electors in th.ct < h'c'.orate by 
300 and cOO at different times. The argu­
InPnts directed against tho quota in the 
Flindcrs electorate are not justified. It is 
absoln1·pl~- i1npos..,ibl0 for any GnYcrnment to 
rognlate the quota in that or any other 
district. ..During the minir1v, boon1 in the 
Flinders c]entorate a number of pE•oplc left 
their homes in Charters Towers to engage 
in the mir.ing fields round Cloncurry. Their 
wiv(~~\ ancl familjes were n1alntainrd in their 
ho1ncs at Charters TOY'. ers, and in this 1vay 
the qnotr"s both for tho Flinclers electorate 
and the Charters Towers electorate were 
maintained. The bottom fell out of copper 
mining following the declaration of war in 
1914, and hundreds of men >Yore thrown out 
of emplovment. As the war proceeded and 
the necc;sity arose for the increased use of 
copper thousands of men flocked to the 
Flinde;·s electorate. Copper boomed and dif­
ferent shows were opened to produce this 
special metal to supply war-time need~. It 
slumped again in 1918, and automatically 
thousancls of men left the Flinders electorate. 
Later Mount Isa opened, a mining boom 
occurred and from 2.000 to 3.000 people 
flocked back to Mount Isa. What is the use 
of the Government •referring to the present 
figures in connection with t~e Flinders elec­
toral roll in support of then· contentwn for 
a new electoral quota? It appears to be the 
intention of the Government to revert to 

M1·. Bruce.] 
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the vicinus system of past days by the estab­
lishment of a Queen street Government to 
the detriment of country interests. If the 
Attorney-General would frankly state that he 
would instruct the proposed commissioners to 
allow the full 20 per cent. above or below the 
quota in connc:-·tion \\·ith :~orthern and 
'.Y est ern electorates so tho.t the people might 
have adequate representation, then I am 
quite satisfied that members of the Opposi­
tion would be content. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They must use 
their own discretion. 

:\Ir. BRUCE : That is the point. '\V e ha ye 
no a ,surance that an adequate quota will 
be given to X orthern and \Vestern electo­
rates. I an1 not arguin; so far as n1y OY'>'n 
electorate is concerne<l.- It is a. :1\orthern 
electorate possessing 7,700 ekctors. 

The Premier recentlv stated that an exten­
sion of leases had been made to pastoral 
lessees in the public interest. The \V estern 
squatters and selectors and men engaged by 
them requirG adequate representation in 
Parliament. It has been stated time after 
time that >Yool is, and has been, the salYa­
tion of Queeneland and Australia. The 
raisers of wool are entitled to every con­
sideration and the full benefit of the 20 per 
cent. q\J.ota should be extended to the pas­
toral areas in the forthcoming redistribu­
tion. Just' as it is in the public interest to 
extend pastoral leases to assist in the pro· 
ductioa of wool, so it is in the public intere t 
to give the people in these areas adequate 
representation so that their interests will Le 
fully represented in Parliament. 

There has been much talk about electoral 
quotas. The quotas in connection with the 
Legislative Council elections in Victoria 
ha Ye not been altered for many years. The 
largest quota there is something like 80,000 
in the metropolitan area, and the lowest 
5,000 in the country areas. If th0 metro­
politan constituencies were distributed on 
the san1c basis as the countrv electorate9, 
they would ha Ye another te'n o-r fifteen 
Labour representatives. We do not want to 
continue any unfair system of representation 
of the people. 

'\luch has bee.~ said on the cconomv r .. moct 
d the Bill. The saYing effected will be- f -
sal tries of ten n1emb~rs at £50D a year, or 
£5,0CO in all. That ~<tving is be ;ng boosted, 
and £5,000 for four years will b·· £20.000. 
That i3 just about the amount Mr. McGill 
will recciYe from the GoYernment for his 
scrvicci for the pa> t tv1o yonrs. Yet \YO 

have J1e prc- supporting this Bill as effect­
ing a worth->vhilo saving! I believe that 
lllClnb,- r::, of P::trlicunent, not only on the 
GoYCI'W11'='Lt but on the Opposition :ts 
'Yell. a -e q 1111pcdcd by the pre~ . 
nttach too n1uch cred( -,eo to their staternenL. 
and act accordingly. The press has created 
the imprcc.sion that members of Parliamed 
aro not ordjnarv re.asonable business rncn. 
They are cn;t{nually n1akin7 derogatory 
staternents about members of Parlian1cnt; 
and thoso staten1onts ~re accepted by the 
p'-lblir. The press will next say that fifty 
men ran carry on the work of Parliame.1t 
as effcdively as sixty-two, •and later it will 
go a -tep further, and say thrrt the country 
can do ·without then1 altcgethcr. J\Len1Ler~ 
o£ Parliament ohould r~efuse to be stam­
p2d :,cl b:: the press. '\V e are representatives 
of tho people as a "·hole; and I am quite 
certain tLat lVt) arc o reflex of tho averJ.ge 

[!If r. Bncce. 

intellig,-n~c.· of the people, and that ', c Cdll 

compare favourably with any other section 
of the people. If scv<enty-hvo members wore 
necessarv to C'arrv on the work of Parlin'n1ent 
in tlw 11.1st ,.hen. the populatic.n of this State 
wtu onlv one-half >~·hat it is to-dav. then 
there is~ no sane or log-ical reason ,~<h} the 
sarne nurnbcr is not necessary to-day. 

In regard to the question of picking- the 
ten seats which will be affected, there are two 
ways of looking at the matter. Individually, 
the reduction will damage soma of the mem­
bcr.s on this side, bccausr" one or two, or pro­
bnbly three, of us may be contesting a plebis­
cic for an electorate, but it will not c!ar,lago 
the Lauour PaTty as a _,-hole. One person 
will have to win the plebiscite for that seat, 
but let me say definitely that no Bill which 
the Attorney-General, the Treasurer, or the 
Premier may introduce can make the people 
yote the 1\ ationalist way. It does not matter 
what redistribution takes plac-e, or how many 
electorates arc cut out, the GoYernmcnt ha ,-e 
no power to make the people vote in any 
particular direction. As a matter of fact, 
there is such a healthy hatred of the Govern­
ment and their actions during the past two 
vears th"t. irrespective of how the electorates 
inc constituted, the Labour Partv will be 
returned with a majority in the next Parlia­
ment. Some of us may not be here after the 
next election, but there will be a majo·rity 
in this House pledged to the Labour Party. 

The Premier sa vs that the commission. 
when appointed, wl!l not be intPrfered >vith 
by the Government. I recall that, when I 
was speaking quite recently, the Premier 
interjected: " You won't have a scat left." 
That, coming from the Premier, might lead 
to the inference that the Premier .,-ould 
i1;fittcnc• th'~ co,nn;_i~~ion. The qnestion of 
"hcthe·r I ha Ye a seat left or not is my busi­
nes'. If I c~nnot get ono, well and good; if 
I can. all the better. The point is that no 
]·c·islation introduced by this Government 
' ,il • rc'Y.'Lc tl,., return of the Labour Party 
with' a majorit.) at the next election. If hon. 
members opposite had . the wonderful confi­
dE nee v·hich they say they possess after two 
sessions in office, why is it they have J_J.Ot 
giycn a glad mos age to the peop)f', tellmg 
them what has been done towards 1mpronng 
their conditions? Why has no member of 
the Government been out on the platform 
since the last election date? 

The TREASURER : That is not correct. 

;'>,1r. BH.UCE: Has th0 hon. gentleman 
addrebed a public meeting at \Yynnum? 

The TRe'lURER: I have. 

Mr. KE'i:\'Z: So have I. 

Mr. DRUCE: 'Then I withdra'; so far as 
the hon. gentleman is concerne~l. ~Yhen I 
said that no man on the oppos1te s1de had 
been out on the public platform I was under 
the impression that the hon. member for 
Bulimba was the only hon. member who had 
addressed a public meeting since the election. 

Hon. members on both sides have been say­
ing that thev will win. My point is that the 
GoYermTJent' have no confidence in thern­
sd ves, otherwise they would have spread the 
glad message, bccau-·e I can assure th:m that 
people outside do not know of then· good 
deeds! 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: How many meet­
ings ha Yf' you addressed? 
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Mr. BRUCE: Twenty-three in the metro­
politan electorate and fifteen or sixteen dur­
ing recent visits to the North. These meet­
ings haYe been much appreciated. The chief 
question asked is usually: "·when are you 
going to get that mob out who are on the 
Government benches at the present time? " 
The thing that people up north fear is an 
extension of the term of Parliament to five 
vears. They say: " God save us from an 
extension to five years! If we have to put 
up for another two years with the present 
Government. \YC shall be eating ono another." 
So long as they get the opportunity of deal­
ing with the Government at the polls, they 
will be quite catisfied. Whether certain indi­
Yiduals in this Chamber come back to Parlia­
ment or not, the fact remains that no Bill 
introduced by the Attorney-Gene•ral will stop 
the Labour Party from getting back on the 
Government benches the first time the 
electors have an opportunity of expressing an 
opinion at the polls. 

The ATTOR:\EY-GE:-<ERAL: You are boasting. 

::\lr. BllUCE: \Yhen the redistribution 
took place prior to the 1923 elections, the 
·· Co·lri ·r ,. and the "Daily :'vlail '' said 
that the commissioners had strengthened 
La hour seats outside Kennedy, and had 
;Twcl" the E>nnedv sE at safe for the 
"' ationalist. I won. the Kennedy in 1923. 
Again the Tory press said that o~e sc;at 
tl-at would be recovered by the Natwnahst 
Pa1·t·-· in 1326 was the Kennedy seat. I won 
it in 1926, and again in 1929; and in 1929 
I increased my majority by 800 per cent. I 
ask the Attorney-G~neral, therefore, to with­
draw the statement that I am boasting. I 
run reflecting thP views and opinions of the 
people outside; and I say to members of the 
Government Party that they know they are 
not popubr, Personally some of them may 
be quite popular, but they are not popular 
as politicians.. The Secretary for Labour 
and Inclustr>; Is not popular. I happen to 
live at :\Im;ningsidc, and the hon. gentle­
man is not popular even with the ladies at 
::\Jornjngsicle. No alteration of the elector~ 
atE , b:- any form of redistrjbution will 
save the Government. It would have been 
~.ettcr for them to ha"" gone to the polls 
;,-ithout a redistribution of seats, taken 
their beating like gentlemen, and suffered 
the consequences of the sins they have com­
mitted dnring the last two years while in 
charge of the Treasury bene hes. If they 
],ad done that, it would have raised the 
opinion of the people outside in regard to 
politicians. They would then have said 
that the :\'ationalists had acted like gentle­
men, as the Labour Party did when they 
·were in office. 

~\Ir. DA8I-I (lfundinglntrm) [9.28]: I wish 
to ,ay a few \vords on this Bill before it 
goes throu; h. The agitation for the redis­
tribution of scJ.ts by cutting out ten mem­
bers ('01nes rnost ly f1·mn the Tory ;_Jress, the 
object being to ~et rid of the Labour rcpre­
'~ntativc'· if they possibly can, and to retain 
the 11r ';ent Gn·crnment on tho Treasury 
benches. I'Yhcn ,._ c consider the agitation of 
th~ 'I' or;· prc _:s for tb--· reduction o[ goycrn­
n1clltal C'xpensP:;;, \YC rcalic '~ that LbrJy haYC' 
not cnt down th0 cos+.', of ady·•rtl~i·1g at all. 
The pcopb want to Jkc up to the ntti­
tudc of the Tor\· nr(' s in conncrLiou with 
this campaip>. · They cry out about the 
expense of Government. ,-·hen thcv thcm­
sf'h· '-~ h:1vP not taken any steps to reduce 
the advertising charges. 

The question of expenditure in connection 
\vith the electoral roll is anothn matter to 
be con,cider'd. The Attorney-General has 
rnade a regulation increasing i:hL charge for 
electoral rolls from 1s. to 2s. per roll, which 
is a most iniquitous price. 

I ha.Yc taken out a few figures in connec­
tion with the Plectorat< s. There arc sixteen 
member, in the North and North-west of 
Queensland, representing electorates with an 
area of 361,003 square miles. \Ve should 
all realise that the ='!orth and :"\orth-west 
portiom of Queensland are entitled to 
proper representation. 

'l'he House adjourned at 9.30 p.m. 




