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666 Tolls on Rouds, Etc., Bi?7. [ASSEl\IBLY.] 

T1JESDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER, 1931. 

:ilr. ~'l£AKER (Ilon. C. Tclylor, rr;,dsor} 
took dl(' chair at 2.30 p.rn. 

QrESTIOI\S. 

R.UL\V.\Y Cc:.:-sTnrcno>; CosnL 

, ::\Ir. G. P. B;.l.R).JES ITrancick) a·kcd tho 
Sccn-'tar"': for l{auways-

" 1. What wa' the toial lrc1gth of 
r .1ihYay "- on~tructed up to y0ar C'nded 
1913-1-, :-(•1) Cdpital cxpendiiure on 
san1e; and (b) average eo.st per rnile? 

" 2. TohJ Ic~n 0 th of railways con~ 
'trucLcl since 191~-15 to June, 1931 :­
(rt) Capital c J:-::t expended; and (b) aver­
age cn~t per ruile? 

·' 3. \Yhat cmount ha' been charged 
to revenue for all raihYavs for renc1va,ls 
: nd repairs. ctc , from· date of con­
struction to June. 1931' 

\Ylwt v.as the cost of Roma Street 
ay Station freehold from tunnel 

to Reef IIill' 
"5. \Yhat was the cost of Central 

Railwav Station freehold from tunnel to 
h111n0J ?'' 

The "l:CCRETARY FuR PUBLIC IN­
STR"CCTIO:\T (Hon. R. C\I. King. J;ortan), 
for the ST:,CRET\RY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Goclfrey :Morgan. _\[urilla), replied-

" 1 to f. The' idormation is being 
11rrpnr, J.n 

CAo;mv•,n:nE or CoLO:\cL Cc-RRIE FOR 
CAPRICORNL\. 

l\Ir. KIRWAN Wri' brl.';r) n.sked the Secre­
tary for Public lnstrnction-

" Fnllo·ving; the Proclamation of the 
a>nenclcd regulations in rqrard to the 
condu :t of public s0rYants in reference 
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to the Government's administl·ative ads 
and rn1blic oucstlons, and tht.: recent 
transf~·r '"f l\Icssrs. Baker and CoplE'y, 
what action, if any, has been taken by 
the 2\Iini~tC'r in regard to the position 
of Colonel Currie, tho endorsed candi~ 
date for • he Nationalist Country Party 
hr Canricornia at the next Federal elec­
tion. at prucnt a he~d teacher in one 
of the Ror :;hampton State schools?" 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC I:\"­
STRT:CTIO:N (Hon. R. l\1. King, Logan) 
replied-

" The hon. n1(;Inbc1· is incorrce 111 his 
11rcmi:o:c ~no action is contemplated." 

ArPLIC.\TICK TO co~:ll\IO~ \YE.\T~TH DIRCCTOR OF 
DEVELOP:EXT FOR LOA:'\ FOR RELIEF 
i\TORKS. 

~1r. POLLOCK (Grr(Jory) aPkcd the Secre­
tary for Labour and Industry-

" Re the application made by the 
Minister for Labour and Industry to the 
CommonwPalth Director of Drvclopmcnt 
C\fr. J. Gunn) for a loan of £1,000,000 
for relief works--

1. \Vill he table the full details of 
hi- proposals, including :-Tlw terms 
and eonditionr, of thr~ agree1ncnts 
alreadY made bchvccn th0 une"1ployed 
person; and Iandownr l"S for the utili­
sation of surplus land? 

2. Do ~uch agr·3Cn1cnts proYide for 
COnllL'nsati0n for the trnant and/or his 
heirs for the enhanced valne of the 
land crcah'd b•· the tenant'•. laur :~r 
after the term ·of iiw agrc,.·_nent l ~s 
expired? If so, will he show C1e 
111rthcd bv 1vhicl1 t.his compens_~lion is 
to bP dctCrrnincd ?" 

Tht' SECRETARY FOR LAB01!!{ l'.::\D 
I:\'Dt:STRY (Hon. H. E. Si?:'r, San!lur,tc} 
replied-

,. 1 rnd 2. I haYc pi~·flSllrC in tabling 
a ~op·. of mv propos.ds submitted to the 
Cnmmon"·c; lth Director of Devdopmcnt 
to cxtr'ntl suitJ.b]--. nctivitiE,_, to l'('lieYc 
nnen1p!oyr:YJellt. In reference to af:sist­
nncc alt~c?d.v granted to persons to enable 
them to utilise surplu' land of e>xi,<ting 
· rttlcrs. in f'.:J.<'h c.tse t.hc agreement was 
an incl:iyidnai one n-: hehvcen the Iand-
01'\·ncr and the pro~pectiYc set"" l0r, and 
1 crt<~e:~" of thY nature of a sh?re-farnlin"'; 
agrccn1 en t.:' 

STATl~FEXT r:o; "IVEsTETlX CnA1rPIO:'\" r::;; RE 
C'~O\\'X FEER I~ l\lc~GAXA TnrAL. 

Mr. A. JONES (Burh) asked th<; Attor­
ney-G( npra]-

" 1. I the fnllo1ving stat0n1ent. a},pJ.::>ar­
ino- in the '\Y ePtcrn Champion ' of 
th~ 29th August, 1931, correct?-

' The Attor:wv-Gcncral (1\Iaqrroarty). 
c,reGill. and nnothPr barrister arc 
nppoaring for tlw Gon;rnmcnt in the 
:3.TnnrranD For the fir::;t clrr1 ot 
thr' trial '\ttorneY-Gene:ral ·and 
]\lcGill rlrn;c £750 each. "the fee rr.ar]ced 
nn ; ~F ;r br-ir>f.s. for t1ch of the- othel' 
da\~ nf thr trial th0v <re cad1 Draw­
ing t})irty gni1,( as a~ dn~:. the junio1· 
ro·~11:-:.0l 1~ on t0n gu-ineas a daY; and. 
in addition to this ther0 ~tro the 'services 
of a private firm of solicitor, ene-ac:cd 
by the Crown to assist the Cr~wn 

solicitor, another ten guineas pr-r day 
or 1norc.' 
"2. If so, is the Attorney-General giv­

ing information to the Tory papers such 
a-. the 'Wectcrn Champion' that he 
refuse' to give to this House, in l"8ply 
to questions asked by members of the 
Opposition?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (H:ln. N. F. 
Macgroarty, So11th Brisbane) replied­

" 1. :\o. 
"2. No. I do not refuse to givo thG 

information to the Hous0 • Same will 
be arailablc v:hen I render a memo. of 
fc .. , on a reasonable date from the com­
pletion of the c.,,cc according to my 
usual cnstorn. ~' 

CHI!.DPEX OF SCHOOL AGE SE:'\T TO 
UEFOR:HATORIES. 

2'.Ir. :JTCLLAC\i (Tlinrlers) asked the Home 
Seer. tary-

" 1\"ha,t number of children of school 
age have been sent to reformatories dur­
ing the last five years hom-(1) Bris­
bane; (2) the remainder of Queensland?" 

The HO'.\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
P0tc1'",on, _T~__;·,ti([J17Jp) replied -

" 1 ;.ne! 2-

" Rnmnr.1TORY {Yimr HmlE FOR BoYs, 
\YL~'fBROOK). 

F1~cnn Bri~ll:'!.nc-
1927. 4 ; 1920, 3 ; 1929, 2; 1930' 2 ; 

1931. 3 
Itron1 rf'n1aindcr of QuC'cnsland-

1927, 6; 1928, 3; 1929, 2; 1930, 4; 
193L 3 

14 

18 

32 

F.\R1I T!o:ur: FOR I3uY.::, \Y:rsTnROO,·:, AXD 
I:\1)C\~'TRiiL SCHOOLS. 

Frena l~1i b'':IJC-
1!"'27. 4; 192:<, 3; 1[29, 2; 1930, 2; 

1931, 5 16 
Fro:~1 1' "lltaindcr )£ 0nccn:J ,nd-

1927. 7; l: ~8, 5 ; 1C29. 3. 1930, 6; 
1931. 4 25 

Tot: 41" 

PRICE. PAID fOR GOLD BY CI!ILL'>GOE Sli!ELTERS. 

M, ~ll:LLA.N (Plindao) a.· ked the Secre­
tary for Mines-

" \Yhat pric0 ie 1Jeing paid to the pro­
dUl.c'rs for gold by the Chillagoc State 
Smcltin~· \Yor:. s' " 

The SECRETARY FOR j\IJNJ;~S (Hon. 
K A. "\the1·ton, Chilla[!oc) replied)­

" Fonr pounds :, n ounce." 

GOYER'nrEKT Sc:PPORT ron BnrsB'.Co;E BAXKS. 

Mr. :\1AXWELL (Toowon(l), without 
notice. asked the Trea sm·cr -

" Has the Treasurer srcn in the 
'Courier' of to-rlay's d~te the report of 
the meeting held at Paddington last 
evening adrirec.scd by Mr. Bcasloy? In 
dealing with the banking system of Aus­
tralia, ::Vlr. Reasley, M.P., 1s reported to 
have said-

' In Queensland they had the spec­
tack of t\YO members of the Lerrislative 
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Assembly, one of whom was Mr. Kelso, 
using their jnfluence to have Goyern­
mcnt credit, placed to buttrrc,s up the 
institutions in which they >Yere inter­
ested ! ' 

\Vill the Treasurer say if this informa­
tion is correct? " 

The 'THEAS'CRER (Hon. W. H. Barncs, 
Wynnum) ,replied- · 

" The ftaten1ent rLado is entirelv incor­
;·cct. For tho information of tho Ilouce 
1 would point out that this is what 
ncrurrcrl: \Vhcn I read in the S··tnrclav 
n1orning's paper of the suspension of on'c 
of the ba11ks, and knov;,Ting tha-'- there' 
had been a run on the bank. I immc­
diatclv took into consideration the wi~­
donl Or other.; iso of Ling t be bankf'r~ 
of thf' city togC'~llCr. 

::\fr. Bu-ccE: You did not "\YOlTV nt Jnt the 
Federal Dr 'osit Bank or th Pr.iln ... ry Pro­
ducer,' Bank. 

The TREASGHER : Tl1e ho11. m,·mbcr is 
entire!:; wrong. I did not know tlnt the 
Fedcr,..l D2posit Dank Wfd closing, and by 
the time I had called the meeting it had 
suspended operationr. The point I \Yant to 
rrake clr.. rh· is th ~,t tht> hon. nlcull.=:~-':!.' .-thC' 
ttarnc of one hn.s been rncntion;.:d-tk YC r 
approached m0 at 11. I ap;n·oached the 
~-: .nk..:rs \Yith a YiC\V to a ·.sistin:~ Queensland 
at a cl'itical time. I am very pleasell. 
ind0r:d, tlwt Hw cLorts 1Yh:cJ1 I toc1.::, nHl cn1 
·which I had l)CC'n f'Ongl'atuhJC'd on C\+·=-r~\· 
h:uH1) ere c1~tircly :"UCC'c~ ~ful. 

::Yir. \Y. FoHf'.\X 3}ITTH: IIcnr. hear! .A 
very lFOlH~-r thiug to ~

1

0. 

TB~E-~'7)URER: l should have been 
' 1n rnv Uub· if I h~~.cl not c t1lcc1 the 
banker~ iog-r-+Jier. Sn1·cly I\ • r..rc liggcr than 
party in these thingf'! I regret ver.r n1nch 
that I r1id not Lnow that the other bank 
was !ik, 1:-· to SH' twnd. If I h, cl known. I 
ecrtainJ~· y, onld ha Ye taken action. L0t 1nc 
,,ay tL tt not one '•:_·:;nv of Govcrnn1ent 1nonev 
ha's gone i!:lo those l)anb. · 

rrhrn, as to the other stalernent rnacle b~· 
Mr. Bcaslcy, to which I might be allowed lo 
reply, 8S a n1attcr of L~'Ct. 110 State has done 
n1ore for nnnnplo:\·nwnt than thP State of 
Qucemlancl. 

PAPER. 

The follu,.·;ing paper 1vas laid on the t:tblo, 
and orc~crud to be ptintcJ :-

For(, ~si~th Report of the Rcgi:;trar of 
Fricndlv So{~ctil:::, Building Socic­
tiPs, an 1 Indusb·ial and ProYident 
Se .~ietiL ~,_ 

liE.\LTH ACTS .\:!\IEXD:\IE);T BILL. 

LG'l£.\TION. 

The HQ',u: SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Petcrson, JTormarhy): I hcg to nJoYc~ 

"That the l-Iouse 1vill, at i~-, next sit­
ting. resolve i1 elf into a Committee of 
tlw '\Vhole to consider of the cksi·rabl 'less 
of intruducing a I3ill to a1ncnd ' Tho 
Health Acts, 19rO to 1922,' in certain par­
ticulars.'' 

Que,tion put and pas'•:d. 

VAGRANTS, GAMING, AND OTHER 
OFFENCES BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The EO::\lE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Pctorson. Tan an bp) l2.42]: I b1 g t0 move-

" That the House wilJ, "tt ito next 
sitting. resolve itself into a Conunittee 
of the WholC' to consider of the dcsirabl2-
noe of introclueing a Bill to make better 
proYision for the preyention and punish­
xnent of offences bv Yagl'anh Hnd dis­
or-dcd~- 1-vrsor-;. fof t}w ::;uyY•rr'-~sion of 
unla\vful gaming ar1d other offcn' ..:-:-:., at-,~ 
fo,· cth, r puqJC :-,_'".~) 

Qup ricm pur an(1 J' -'Ci. 

IL\CI::'\Ci T-tECI~L), TION FL-RTITER 
.\:\IE::'.;D~\IJ~:\T BlLL. 

IxJTL\Tio:-~ I);" Co:HJ,IIrr; 

The TRR.-\SL-R:;:R (I1on. \Y. II. :1arnc". 
1rpn '11) r2.~3l: I bcs l~O D\JY ~--

'· TL:~t it i desi_. able +lLlt a Bill l : 
iutrodurf'd to anl"nd th-~ Racing Hr'c-nda­
tion )uuenf1JnC'ni A-.__:t of 193J in' a c:._ tain 
pa:di;:: ta:·.'' 

The rno JCJ:-'- '
1 

(_ 01:~ • is of n<aking 
p1 -" -x(nl ,. ix da;;s fo1· trottin~ 
l'<LCC:". liOll. l':l('lltbPl'; lll~tY I~Cln: ·nber tha't 
last ,'ar n:.cler ihc Hrlci:1g Hcg·ul:!.tion 

proYi:sio:l ·as lE[HL fnr th0 
1iUlnhcr of racing day~ .. and 
oElv six da\· ., v: re allowed 

fo~· L·ottj··~r. LtlF'n it ·has been found 
ln: lh- -Ill: j_Jle ,_, n co·1J:_1 t-iHg trotting 
l'~< ::'s tl1nt it i., "·-:iblc L, nu:kc alT cnge-
lllcnts with -Jon1c the c~nrses. anv rG.tP, 
for thn tu::1C1

!- t uf -Jud ,r d:1ss of 
110ft CXC;__])t at 'I'his 

Bi!l prn~.o--e~ io opportunity 
of illg' on t,v·•:n.:> days .. ,.:cnclitional ou 
tl1 fu.ding ibcir o\vn trottin;::: and 

LO otb?t: conditio~:_. r_r}- ~ t'Xtr''. \~ill 
b<' granted subject to the apprvYal of the 
Minister on that condition. I am aclvieccl­
I belicvr' cc_Tect1y~that it ]:;; quih' in1po~siblr 
fcii· pcoplP \vho in that kind o~ sport 
to 1·un on six daL\S In the 
YC ·1:. nu··t La n.: at lea.o;i· a dozen. 

t hi:1k ho,~l nwtnh,,_.-, ,vlll \vith rne 
-t",tcnE~nt ,vhich nFtdc the 

i 1 .Jttir ,.H etin.t,-~ CDT-

qucv tion ;, 1loYvinU' them a 
little 11-:!0re tin1r:•, or p1 dly "pufti!lg' thcn1 
out of busil!!'. s. 

~Ir. PoLr_JCK 
ccntaint,d in 
people <!n extr-~ 

Is that the 
Bill-to give 

rla· ,..., ·: 

The TRE~-\S-L"RER: Yes. 

pri~1cipln 
ra,...:ng 

:.Ir. CTOPFnHD (JI ou~t l_!o: ''·tn) L2. ~6]: 
I lutY" no obj\_'ction to d1C' content:3 {Jf the 
r:ll a~ outlined bv the Tn:nsurcr. but I 
{1o rJt think it goOs f11r enough. \Vc h1:vc 
jn.::;t agreed to the lnit.iatory n1otion In 
re IJC':->t of Bill dealing \vith nnlav:ft.tl 
gamiq;, .. The Trcuurcr. should take tlus 
fll1JJortunrty of cnd'~ayounHg t} rcrnove an 
n~Ornal",~ ti1~t 0x1 undci~ the Act '"' c pa,~:-,cd 
last · Lar. Pr,;viou ,1y th· tax on b tting 
ti,·hts was 3d., which paid by the 
bookrnakcr. \rho hrrd to his tickeb3 
fron1 the rrrca "lll'Cl". Last year's Act in-
crcas._:d the tax to Lat pro•:i-.ll'd that the 
bookn1rrkL'l' Ini[::::ht tho whole 1~. to 
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the pun:.:'r. The result is that :many n1cn 
·who previously 1119.,dc bets ·On le~·itin1ato 
racecour:··..:s h:y c been driYcn to n1alnng bets 
elsewhere. 

Wholcsal0 betting goos on in hotels and 
betting shops; and, although the police may 
raid cerbin shops, the fact remains that 
111a.ny nE n vvho Wduld go into the Leger 
sb,nc! if thev could bet free of tax now 
adopt ether n1c1ns of making bets. I think 
the fairest v:ay would be for the bookmaker 
to bear hi, fair share of the tax. ·whoever 
wins the bet should pay the tax. If I win 
a bet, tlwn the bookmaker should be entitled 
to cl educt one shilling from my win; but. 
if I kcc, then the bookmaker, who has 
won, should ]la)" the tax. Prier to the 
an1cncling lcgi~:ilation introduced last year 
tho bookmaker contribntcd about £400 per 
annun1 to\Yarch the re-.;.-Pnue of the State; 
hut to-day he pays nothing beyond the 
license fee and the fee paid to the Qneens­
land Turf Cluh. Tlw differen% between 
thosr~ f,?cs and the £~00 per annnn1 is now 
home br the punter. 

The CHAIR"\IA:'IJ: Order! Is the hon. 
g-entleman sn;;gc•ting th~t the scope of the 
Bill 'honld be 1videned? 

Mr. STOPFORD: Yes. 

The CH/\.IRM '1.:"-J: The hon. gentleman 
theu .5hou1Ll D.10YC' in that dir('ction. 

l\lr. STOPFORD : I beg to .move !he 
on1i~sion of t; e v. ords-

" in a certain particular." 
J f a. punt( ;: 1nakes bets ranging in a1nounts 
frmn 5 to lCs. on nine rncf''",, he has to 
pa:, a t['X of 9;;; .. although he rnay lm:c on 
F-CYCn CYcnt...;; and 1-vin only on two. This 
iuju.sti('e is forcing punters off the courses; 
and ev<'ry little shop and hotel is now being 
utilisd as ''-11 illegal betting place. If wo 
vre to ndont rar·ing as an institution, \VO 

P.honld rondnct it as cl0anly as possible, 
and < •eouragc punters to make their bets 
on le :itirnatc cour~.rs. In 1ny opinion. the 
Premier of ?\c-c· South \Vales, Mr. Lang, 
h~s introduc._-d . gro sly unfair betting tax. 
Althocw:h the law in C\"ew South "\Vales pro­
Yidcs that a t..,x must he paid on a winning 
bet. ihere is no discrimination bet,:veen the 
amo'ld to l-e r-eid. whether the lwt is one 
for f . ror fm· £500. In QueensLmd the 
b_~okut1 _-r Lln have a '",<-inning day; but 
he is not nllc l upon to contribute any­
'-hin.Q' b-'l wav of tax. Take the ca:;;e of -:t 
punter \:v-ho · Inakes an even-mone"',~ bet of 
£1 with the bookmaker. If the punter 
'':ins. h'> collects hie £2. lee' the tax of ls., 
nr a net r:·tum of £1 19s .. but. if the book­
tqn k• \v1:~!". h€' re~ ~-ins the whole of the 
£2 invf1Yf'''1 in the 1•"t. t1•e tax having be0n 
p~id h:: the )llmtcr. The Government should 
b---disr hv now 1 brt this s;: ~tcm i'S ii11posing 
n 1J"r·1_.;:hi') nnon g:-nd_inc sporting n1en. and 
tl1[!t it ', ·.-n1d lv• rPrtlfled. The fliTH"1Hlnlr•nl 
i" mH' w·:.Jrh :;;hould receive consideration 
frorn Hl(' Trcasucr. 

'Ihc TI-nO:ASrRER (Hon. W. H. Bornce, 
1ry. 11111 I f2.'4j: I haYe no intention what­
ever of aeccptim: tlw amendment. Thn Bill 
pm-id s for 1 ~rtein cla" of people; aml, 
t lwt b iP -:.- so. '"E' l!lltst just re1nain at that 
~1a~e to-da~:. \vl1.at~vcr 1nay happen in the 
f tnrc. 

l;,lr. ,V. FGB _T\X S:urr:n: You can ea cry 
nnr ~..,-cqn· ol-11igutions to-day and do other 
things as well. 

The T~ '~AtrCRER : _\.s we go on, we n1ay 
filld \YC havr' other obligations. but in the 
meantime the Hill will remain as it is. 

j\,Il-. POLLOCK ((Jrc(lory) [2.55]: Because 
of the legi3Iation passed by the Government, 
1 he Treasurer is regarded throughout 
Queensland as the " bookie"' friend." The 
r''ason for that is that, prior to the intro­
duction of the racing legislation of last 
rc_~~ion, paddock bookmakers paid on an 
a ye rage about £30.0 per annum in taxation 
on betting tickets. ·when the Tre-asurer last 
se' Jion rais0d the betting tax from 3d. to 
ls., in"tead of the bookmakers passing on the 
extra 9d. to the g·eneral public, they passed 
on the ,,_,hole shilling. The result is that the 
a ycra~f' boolnnakcr, instead of paying a tax 
of £1.2CO, which the payment of the whole 
:-billing would haYo meRnt, not only avoids 
pa:·ing the extra £9GO, but he is able to get 
out of paying the £ZQO which he cheerfully 
)mid fo1· years. He, therefore, can regard 
the Tre-asurer as one of his best friends. I 
urn not ar~~uing that provision should be 
made for that in this Bill, nor l1aYe I objec­
tion to the extra dates being allotted to 
trotting clubs; but I do believe that, in 
the administration of the racing law. quite 
a good dr .d conic! be done bv the GoYern­
mcnt to help tho general public. :'\at long 
,_ ·;o <:n incident occurred at As0ot. through 
the action of one of the club officials. Quite 
a nu1Hbcr of persons had made bets on a 
hori't' \Vbich \vas V"ithdra v;,-n bv the action 
of the stipendiar;~' stewards. 'iiost of the 
L>e·kmakers had i sncd ham fifty to eighty 
;ickds on the hor--~. \Yhc01 the horse was 
"Yrithd: f!. \;n from the raf 2, it "\vas disco ye red 
that in sm110 case:-. puutcrs had b.::en re­
fun_:c-d the-ir shilling tax, while in other 
cJscs h.-okn1akcr;;; held the tax nntil thev 
oLtaincd a refund frorn the Treasur-~ in cor:­
~;~ct1on w~t"h _ tllc dC'ch·o~,-.cd . tick eh. The 
J

1
l:eaEury JJC'fL rtinr_nt l~1as s.nnply R llowcd 

t n1s n1att~'l' to rcm.---.. In w.t~erc 1t \Yas, unJ the 
bookmakers who had paid £--). or £5 in 
t 1x~etion buck to tho punters are out of 
!>OC

1<et t.-J that e'"cnt. If a horse is with­
dnt,vn v;ithout the con:-ent of either the 
bookmaker or pnnt-cr. but simply through 
the actJ0'1 of club officials. it is obvious that 
the trrx should be refunded when the bets on 
that horse arc dedarel off. I would ::tsk 
the. Treasurer. to l?ok into that quec.tion. 
It Is an unfa.Ir act10n for· the Government 
tn take, <:nd I hope the matter will be 
recti fled. 

Ques.t-ion-" Th~!t th::- \Yards proposed to 
Uc omitt.:ed (Jir. Stopford's (lJIU'llJlmrnt) 
stand part of th·' rpso!Lttion "-put; and the 
Comn1itb_c cl.iYc L;J :-

AYES, 32. 
~.lr. Athrrtnn 

Earnes, G. P. 
Barnes, \.V. H. 
Blaei\.ley 
Doyd 
I:. rand 
Butler 
Carter 
Cla~,·ton 
TJea( :n 
Dun lop 
"C-'1.~-- ards 
Fry 
Crimstone 
]{el.-o 
Kerr 

Dr. Kerwin 

l\lr. Kin::; 
).Irs. Lon ~~.!11an 
l'.fr. l\1ac~roarty 

l\Iax\vell 
Peter~ Jn 
Ruc"ell, H. M. 
Ru .>-ell. "\V. A. 
Swayne 
Tedmau 
Tozer 
\VRIIF~~r, I-I. F~ 
\Varren 
\Vienholt 

Tellers: 
Duffy 
Hill 

!llr. Pollock.] 
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1\~r. Dur' Jr 
DeL 
BrUL'~ 
Bulcock 
Conr _.y 
Coapt:· 
Dash 
Foley 
Hanlon 
Han:--on 
.lll nes 
Jones, A. 
Kir; ... au 

AYES. 

ll1r. :VIaher 
~~~~oore 
Darliel 

)..:1·. I\I'J]JaE 
O'Kc"fe 
Pea e 
Polloc:k 
::3mith 
StoDfnrf! 
\.Yellington 
\\,..1 n c::tr~ rrle 

'] llr 
lL1LHd 
l'ra~ _,~ngton 

l\Ir. \Vilson 
Collins 
Jone ;, A. J. 

He~olvcd 111 tlw .- ffirnuttive. 
O!'iginal motioa (Jir. "W. H. lJ([I'n(S) 

Pgrecd t J. 

'rhc fiou~c resunh·d. 

The C IUR~r1:--; !'cno,·ted that the Commit­
tee had con1e to a :. '~o1ution. 

Rt- olution agrc"c1 to. 

FIRST llFADfNG. 

The TRE"\SL~RER (Hon. IV. H. Barnce, 
1Fym;·, :) pl'e·· r,"ed the Bill, ancl moYed-

" Th t the Bill b n read D, first 
time'' 

0uc:itlon put and p._s.~cd. 

Second I'P<lcling of the Bill made an OrdP!' 
of the Day for tD-IllOI-ro· 

PEARL-SHELL \::\D BECHE-DE-:VlER 
FISHERY c'Jc'l'S \2\IE::'-:D:.\IK\JT BILL. 

I:.:-1_::_-L"..TlOX rx Co~-~}IlTTEE. 

(Jir. Ilcb' rts, 7\flst 'l'oowoomba, ·in the chair.) 

The TREA~t:REll (Hon. W. II. Barnos. 
WynnuP>) [3.10]: l be;; to move-

,; That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to .. Lucnd ' The Pearl-shell 
,md Bcche-de-mcr lfishcr Acts. 1081 to 
1Jl3/ in cert. in particula~s." 

The :>m'PO'J of t'-e Bill is to obtain legis­
lative authority ~' rf'gulate the collection of 
troclm~-shel1 in Queensland waters. The 
iuC.ustrv is carrird o~l in 'l'orrcs Srrait and 
on the- r0ef off the northern portion of the 
Queensland coast in conjunction with the col-
led ion of ul --hell and b< "he-do-mer. The 
Pxisting do not deal with tl18 collection 
o~ trochus chcll specifically, ancl this is to 
], ' pl' JYidul for D:J clo,uses 2 and 3 of this 
Bill. 

Clan c 4 J>:·o ;ides for the ftxing by procla­
lnation of a rnininllnn size of trochus shell 
which may be collected. 

The inY0stjgations by· the 1n:1,rine biolo­
gist shm,- that the irochus grows rapidly; 
anrl, \Yith n donaL.lP protection of the young 
trochus. ample supplies for the future of 
the indu.':itry can be <LS3ured. In the absence. 
ho>:\'CYL'r, of auy size limit, imrnature shell 
js being collnct 'd, <:.nd there are indit~ttions 
that the a,-ai!able supplic; arc beccming 
deplctor1. 

Clauw- 5 proYidc_.. for conscql!.ent'ial amend­
mutts w th existing Acto o as to include 
trochus "hell within tlt' scope of the amended 
clauses. 

The quution of prohibiting the taking of 
innuaturc trochus shell \\as uncler con:5.idera­
tiorl during- the year 1917; and ihc pro­
yi:,ions of this Bili wore embodied in a Bill 

[Hon. TV. H. Barnes. 

'!, 
that ~ -.:-c:r IU 

c ,h of thc.;e :• ars 725 
r,r lH 'liY,-1~-. 

Hc.3tri( tions not only on the ~1ze of shell 
bnt also <:t, to the Inuuths u£ the year 1:n 
v, hi eh .:1o1l rnuv be taken lD.Ye bt'0n imposed 
in :\cw Calcdo!Jia ancl the Philippine• 
l11for.u1 ~t-ion obn~iHed frmn 1'\e\Y Caledonia 
is tu tll~~ cffl th 1t th.• h't.Whn~ :-~hdl it:tlu.;:.­
tn-, \\h:eh wns nerrrl, ruined by 0\'Cr-fish­
lng·, has dev2loped clui·in::r the la"t fc\~· year~. 
into ono of cct!.f.idcl'able itnporLtnco anJ 
valuC'. In viG\Y of infornwJion such as that, 
it has br' 'll decided 1o introduce this Bill. 

:\h. \Y. lfOHG~I.X 8:\HTH (:llackay) 
[3.13]: The Bill is certainly desirable, pro­
YidC'd it 'ior ; not contam anythmg that the 
Treasurer has not disclosed. It has bc,:.n 
said !J, him that the industry requires some 
protcrlion,. v:hich is pro~ably _quit':'. true_; 
and a11;·Llnng that has bat objccb~e y<tll 
be supportC'd by hon. mcmboL on tl11s srdo. 

'\Ir. HY:-\ES (1'u;",'·'''l/;) [3.141: I '.·onld 
];kc to a~k ihe Trc_ surL1' whether any pro­
Yisio~l is being rnaLle in thi~ Bill to cncour­
'-' re Oucen·,lanJer.s to vet ,, gre.'tt ,,t share of 
tl{e ;narino vvealth a ntilable ~long our 
coa··t. Th_-~ rnajority of th': p:Hsons e_ngag_ed 
in the pearl-d1e>ll and be hc-ac-mcr hshenes 
::re a 1ir>Hs: and. sPeing that unernploy1nent 
in Qncenslctncl ·and the other States is so 
QT(~J.t, :oon1c ('ffort rr1ight be rnadc to. enable 
Quccnslandr,·s to ;:;ccurc ernployn1en 1· In these 
fishPrics. Sorne tirne ngo there VYas an 
n _-ltation in that di"'cc1·lon in To\Yll<;Yillc 
aild other parts of the I'Torth. 

The THEASC'REH (Hon. W. li. Barnes, 
1T'vnnu :) r3.15l: In llth'c-cr to the horL 
member, I. wonld point out that these 
fisheries are occupations in which many per­
sons do not tare to L1kc p~rt; but, if nt 
anv time the hon. member can suggest any­
thl'nO' hr '.c.hlch n1m·c Qucc::1slanrh.:rs can bo 
etctplovcd, the Government ·sill be Yory 
please~] to asei~t in that direction. 

Que,tiou put and p ,,ssecl. 
The I-Ionsc resu1ned. 
'Thll CHA!R}IAN reported that the Commit­

le" btd come to a resolution. 
Rcdolution agrcod to. 

FIR'•T READING. 

The TRK\SUHER (Hon. vY. IL Barnes, 
Wynnurn) presented the Bill, and moyed­

" 'That the Bill be now rnd a first 
time.'' 

Question put and passed. 
Second reading of the Bill made an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow. 

CG:.\IP ANIES BILL. 

INITIATION Df COiiE\IlTTEE. 

(Jir. Ilobcrts, East Toou·oonba, in the chair.) 

The ATTORNEY-GENER_\L (Hon. N. If. 
:Mac,-roarty, South Brisbane) [3.17]: I beg 
to nlove-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced io consolidate and amend 
the 1a w relating to the incorporation, 
registration, regulation, and winding-up 
of trading companies and other a"ocia­
tion,,.'' 
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The Qnecn~LDid eornpail~ \\,. cin1r::tces 
•d hf twPen the years 136.3 
prireil)JJ _\et 

has b ::m the :;_uain 

~n~ ,eft: 111 at tilH·,-s up to 
1913. I'hc•1·c has been no nnF'LdJuc·nt of the 
conl]HUl,Y law s1nc~· 1913. In lf'']q a c )nsoli­
dot( L ···a~nl'e 1.\";,.s 1· as -"cl in England. 

ll1JOll 1l1e f-indings of a conuni~:->ion of 
inquir:.~ l!cld prior to th··t date. Ccrtan1 
.Au~trodian Staic<~, \'ictol'ia and Ta~nL1nia in 

took ;~d ·. of the English 
. , an::~ theie coni par(\' 
l1~:t into line -vith the English 

.Act. Quccn·lanrl did not alter, in the rnain. 
its C01npany lav~· beyond extn:cting a £0 1 '.' 

·~:;;crtions. 

For fifteen or sixteen vear·_· tlu=-rc has been 
~- n1oYcm:cn~ <..foot in A{;.~tralia with a Yie~,; 
~o proYidi_ng a cornprc·her_l~iYc 1Cornu1onweal7~h 
HLV r~labng to cotnpanH:s; out thero V>cerc 
<.onstitutiora 1 difficultiPs in the \Yav of a 
C~ommonwcnlth Conso!i-.1ated ~\et. At thi,, 
·tne;e l thiLk I should refer to the lclding 
, dSLS on the LlHttcr. Thev aro Hnddart 
P.arkc:r L-irnited \". ".:: lor<-'hoacl, and A11plPtou 
Y. .,jlorc'heacl. reported in 8 Con1nloll\Ycalth 
La'" Report:" at p. 3? •. Those ea. c ~ snt 
forth tho conrhtutiona] c1ifficultv l'!"cardinrr 
iho rnnking of a unjfonn Co~ln~~;:n.-enlth 
·con1pan~.· lavi'. or. in other \\Ords. th~· cliffi­
cuHy -,;h1·-h npp0.n·:-:; to llrohibit tlH:' C'onunon-
weaJth front p a nniforn1 CunllllC!l-
\Ycalth (Ornpau: la1v UJc Y:ny it La doLl: 
in the ca·-·c of bnnkruptcy. 

~lr. _\[r 1.L 1 :\: The clifrictdt-,· is not ll1;nr-
nwunta 1 .le. V 

l:hc .ATTO;~:;};Y.GEl\:ERAL: It tppc,rs 
L,, Df' ~o Lt the pn,--cnt tune. 

:1.2.r. :\I~'i~L\X: It reqnircs an altL'l'ation 
oi tlJe Comn10ll\Yl', lth Constitution. 

ThP ,\TTOIL~\EY-G~~'\'ERAL: Yes. s~c­
tion 51. subser·tion (37). of the Commonwealth 
ConstitutioJJ, ho~ ·ever. g·ives tho Sta. c-.-; power 
to ddegato to the Cormnonv'c,Jth the right 
t(· enact a cmnprehtmsiv-_ COll!pany l;qv, bu~_ 
that . dclcr;ation of power bas not been 
'"'' rc1sed. Dv that I mean that the whole 
nf the Sb•i<· hno not approached the 
Cornmo~nvc ltl1 as .'l bod; dPlcgating pO\YCr 
_io tl-~::3 Conuuonv CJ.lth to provide a cOn1pre­
.huL1H) Cmnruonwcalth co:rnpany la\v. 

:0.1r. IY. FmtGA': S}lidi: There i.s the 
further constitutional difficultv that the 
auf~oritiH that haYe the right' to dclr:;atc 
then power have the right to >Yithdraw it. 

The ATTOltNEY,GEl\:ERAL: That is so. 
\Tar1ous conferences have been held in con­
ner·tion \\ith this matter, and plans have 
been ? STeed upon from time to time bv 
"" rious Premiere, Hon. memb · u opposit'8 
>nil rea!J3e that there has been a desire for 
a uniform Common,·calth company law for 
somo tirru~; but, for son1e reason or other 
Jtothing h, s been done np to date; and th~ 
m .;ttcr has been allowed to remain in r.lwv· 
.~~nee. Tho Queensland Govern1nent ha,:e 
had thf' matter in mind <:>vcr since thPir 
return to offirP, .and \~. · haYo no\v framed a 
consolidate,] Hill in ac<urdance with the 
lH;c?s Df the tiine:,. Nu1nerous conuuercial 
bodies lwYe sh •s-ed the need for a con .oli­
dDtrJ mc1slHP, nnd onlv \Yithin thP la;:;;t few 
wedc-3 the Sou~·h ..:-\.u~tra1i.·~n GoYcrnn:;cLt 
have i11troducrcl 1{1 cousolid1~ted 
,onle\Yhat sin1ilar ~) tho 

Queensland Bill 1101v being con· ich~12J. That, 
Bill 1s no'. bcdo.c c the South Au.-,traliun 

It \Vas fDuncl that the Engli~h 
w s do iicient, and since 1926 

Yd.nou:::. con1n1itte>" haYo n1·3t, and haYn 
r,: ·Jllllllencled an1cn'1rnents of that statutP. 

on th>:, result of thos,__, inYostiga­
Act 1vas pasJcd in England 

in 192 ~ an1ending- the ron1pany la1v as it 
tlwn stood; Lut that >Yas not proclaimed 
until Parliament passed the 'omolidatcd 
.\et in 1929, 'mbraoing the .Act of 1908 as 
amcHded by th0 Act of 1S28. 

Before that Bill was pn sed, it was sub, 
mitrc,c] to a sclr~t committee of the House 
oi Lords anti l-lou'3P of C0n1n1ons; and, after 
a \"Cry scyerc Kcrutiny, it 1vas assented to in 
1929. 

·• The La 1· Instib1tc Journal," J.\tlclbournc, 
111 its Issue of 1st July, 1931, states-

" T so and a,half vears ac>;o the 
present Attornny.Goneraf of Victoria de· 
dared that thn English Parliamentary 
Con:rnitteos which examined tho quen­
tion of amending the company law had 
' 8XprC's', ·d tho last tnodern vitntT' on the 
wbjcct. IIe mg cl that it yvas 'highly 
desirable that they should take advantage 
?f ill<~ O)'.'.ort:'_'litO: of in"orporating it 
111 tlwu kgisla._Iun. 

'" In England in1portant anleiHhnentd 
\YCrc nutde by rhe Cmnpanics Act 1928, 
a~ n result of the rccornHH-''Ldation of the 
aforesaid conunitte,, ', and vverc later ill­
vorporatod in 1hc Consolidating lu~t of 
1929. Sir Leo C'usscn, when before the 
Stable La\'.' RcYision C'ornmittee of the 
v:chr; . ,, Parliament in 1928, said that 
he lnd 'not iho slightest doubt that 
pn> tj.__•ally the whole cf the English 
n :n'~ndnwn' ; hou!-·1 be crnbodied in our 
lf'')'i·- ~a tion.'' 

In drafting lhi, Bill the Imperial Act of 
1029 has be en J d<cn res a basis, due regard 
lwin;\· paid to local conditior:;. 'Ihe Bill is 
n vc ry long on0, and is divicl<?d into fifteen 
part:. Part I. dnals n]'-h preliminary rnat­
ll rs; Part II. with ::t{hninistration; Part 
IlL "·ith the incorpora · ·,,n of companies and 
nwU:crs inc:dcntal thereto; Part IV. with 
sl 1 o capital and d b<"<wres; Part V. with 
lErrtgages-rcgistL t(.ion; Part \'I. with nla!l­

~1 ~;t:rncnt und adrnjni ... ·tralion; Part VII. with 
\\ mding·up: Part VIIL with receivers and 
rnanager~; ParL IX. with n1ining con1panie1; 
P.,rt X. ,,ith Briti·h nmpanies; Part XI. 
Y>:ith foreign companies; Part XII. with 
companies not formed under iho ,1ct autho­
ri•<'d to r~>::;i ter under this .\et; Part XIII. 
with tht· winding-up of unregistered com­
p:mics; Part XIV. with the restriction on 
'ale of share, and offers of shares for sale; 
and Part XV. with miscellaneous and sup, 
plcn1entary proyisions. 

l\lr. \V. FOIWAX SmTH: There must be a 
large nun1bcr of clauses. 

The ATTORKEY,GENERAL: There are 
383 clau~e'l and c!cvcn schodnles. It 
·., ould bo ridiculous for me to attempt to 
dc<1l Yvith them all at this stage, The Bill 
i ~ a Yery nocessar~,~ and desira blc ono. An 
e"plana'ion of its provisions is really a 
matter for a scc.md reading speech or in 
Committee. 

I p: Jposc to n1cniion iho main feature::: of 
the Dill at this st,~~c in as concise language 
r·· pc,,ible. I <an dispose ol Part I. l'art 
II. deals with the cdministration of tho law. 

Hnn. N. P. JJ!acgroarty.] 
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~h~tt i:3 11rartically as it is at present. Part 
11I. d0als YYith the i1~corporation of con1-
panic", .1nd ict the m:>in follows tho pro­
visions of the pref3~:;•nt lu\Y, except that private 
cllnpanies are included. 

C rtain further lH·ovisions deal \vith the 
nauu of rornpanie:;; and the provisions of 
"Th.-., Frimar:· Producers' Co-operative 
. \s;ocintion- Act of 192.3 ., as to the usG of 
t)1c ~,,-ord " co-op0rati,-c" are prescrv0d. 
Proyisions deR.ling \Vith the n1en1orandum 
and artl~lc of a~~ Jciation are in the rnain 
~inlilar in princip]r,, but arc concisely rc­
arrangL·L1. 

TlL r,~ ls 1 rOYIS10'l., ho:y0v2r, that altera­
tior , lr_ the n1Pn1o 'rrndu!n nr articlt"·;, incrcas-
1! lialll:it,\· to c }ntributc to share capital 
Hl'l' not bir:dlng on existing n1cmLers without 
i.lwir con<'ll". · 

Any 
tnin 
trn,·h 

ropir-- o£ nlcnoranda issued must con­
a1tcrat1<J!13. 'l'hc ]aw as to con­
or ·with n company is left practi-

m:altcrccl. Part IV. in re ,.ard to 
.rrrt-' c;;q1iL~ 1 and dcbF nturcs n1or~ parti­

( ularl, relu.ti:1g to p-::ospectuscs, differs fl·orn 
the · Qucc·l'la.nd law, and follow' in 
tltc "· Imperial Act of 1929. 
. Sp'='cifi:: pr(n-is~ons are laid doY\'n govern­
In~-: pn,;...p~C'tUQ.(',, ri_'hcsc proyisions l10 d01lbt 
:"LT<: i::- ert~cl in England i!l the public 
ni"t~:n -r , and any honest con1pany would 
l!·_yc 1!0 c~tusc to object to the1n. Cert:1in 
)lrovi,ion'. dealing- with the liability fDT state­
ments in p·ospectuscs follow the English law. 

Certai rn·m·isions deal with the prohibi­
tion of allotment of share capital unless 
a. rni 1in1U!!l, an1ount of subscription for cer­
tain ~pcciL_d 1nattcrs i·. raised. Provisions 
·dcd ith the cmnn1issions and disccnnt~ 
which must L" rod forth in tho balance-sheet: 

L~nJer l _'rtain t,)nditions a cornranY n1ay 
issue shares at a di,,count, subject 'to th'e 
s:.n· tion of the court. There a!·c new prc­
vi:io_ls dt.•J.ling l.Yith Ynriations of ~harc­
holdt'rs' rights, \Yith protection to n1inoritic .. 

l'art V. deals \vith nwrtga,;c' aml registra­
tions, a11d is practically a re-enactment o£ the 
Er:J Queensland ~'>et. 

Pcn·t VI. deals with administration and 
tlH:: y,·hulc of th8 c; 1usos are rearr;.ngcd 
mdlJodi, allv ard set forth in a simnler 
fonn. The~ principle in the 1nain is ti1is: 
Th,__· _·c a::".:' {'ertail1 ack:_ ... d n1achincr'l pro­
~-,15l0J1S ;:~f_fordin?' p~~tection to the ~publi.c. 
vll8 of the- lJro,:r;;:lons relat0s to certa1n 
rcs~ri( tions on the conJ.nH'nccn1cnt of busi­
nc~.3 uni il c. rt .in n1atters have been conl­
plied '\·it:L This pro<.-js-ion is :"-i1nilar to 
the Victoria-- and Tasn1anian law on the 
~ubjCl·t. rn1·thc:r, a COI1lpanv is l'C' 1Uircd to 
kc<'r a proper li.:::t c.f nH··~nGcrs, an~d nJ·o a 

r u~dt ·.;._ There ; also proYision 
v;ith t1.0 n1akinc of annual returns 

<LH1 ·: list of f'hnrc.:hold0~s. ...\nnu<1l returns 
l·· C1Uir d vnd:or the c-ld Cmnpr~11ies A.rt 

but the provisions are being elaborated fo;. 
the ., Tl.~ princiJ?le is. the same, but 
rnorc' 1,cd 1nformat1cn w1ll b3 1.equir~d 
frf\ 11 a this belng a furth·:::>r saf-::>-

fJllh1ic, rrherc j::; uddlt~•Jll:J 1 
po\Y~-r LJT inspr-'tion Gf rninutc-book2. and 
prc~v~~io:1 for .the l::ccpjn~ of propPr books 
nl;( r -·conr::t;;- 0y ror:npJn1es, and 1.11:~ audit 
thcr )£. ~-- 1 ;en:. . re a1so further p!-~)·:i ··~01b 
<1 1 P'g 1t!1 bala:1{'e-sho0ts, and abo tha 
qu( ·lion c£ 1r :t~ s tv ar:d the rernunr~~ut·;o:---, of 
dirr .::·tor:~, Ptf'. Th-· r!? is alc:o v•:id0r rtU\v ·-~· of 
im1 'ctio:l by the Crm;n Law Offtc~. whidl 

[Ho!'. )l. I'. Jlacgroarty. 

foEo.\·f-! tL,• Engl:sh, \.Tirb:::;.·ian, 1~a.,manianr 
and Ca:J~chan Lnv, \Ye arc r.lso providing 
that inYestigation may be made by the 
:\ uclitor-G cncral in ccrtGin cases. Thcr<f 
ar··J further proYisions as to the appoint­
Inl'-nt cf dirccto1:.: and 1YUlnagcrs~ who H1nst 
haYf' the presrrjbcd c;_ualification, and a regis­
try of din· tors ,,-ill bA ne' o_,ary. There ar& 
u_l o proyfsions as to the specific ·dui in;; of 
directors a:vl n further sp('cial provi:>ion il1at 
cl1rcetor.3 Fhall con·"-c-ne an extraordinary 
general lTI(~cti11g at the rcqn1sition of rnem~ 
Lwrs holding 110t less than one-tenth ,,f Lho 
paicl-np c.1pital of the company. 

Part YII. c oEtn ins the winding up pro­
Yisi.'GS. The winding-up pruyisions at pre­
sent n.r c scattered through the various Com­
ranics Acts, and they have been rearranged 
in C'on·-c·nif"lnt form. Th --..;::e provisions: 
follm,- 1929 En~Tlish law. The adYantagc 
in that matter \Yill be tlwt \Ye shall haYe the 

1Ya.nta.-:e of dcci:3:!ons in the En{!lish coul'h 
i1 re0""ar-d to ro~npany matters. The general 
pr1nr-;:;J!PR. 1n the main, arc -he ea.me. 
Then•- arc 01ne nltcrations in matters 
of dcto il, and further safeguards of share­
holders and in the public interests. A state•· 
l11"r:t of a conJnan\''f' rdTairs has to b(" ~ uh­
l.::Jitt "-'d to thC 0flicia.1 trust-'1(\ who i':! 
f'l:llllO\YPn c1 to make a prf'li1ninary report to 
the co:u·t. 

)lr. \Y. FoP.';AX s~l!TH: iYho is the official 
trtF.tcc? 

The ATTOR"'EY-GF:\TERAL: The Pub­
Ec Cura.tor. There is poY;E'r to ord r the­
oxov.r~in:1tion of prornoters and director-3, aud· 
!'1 1"1 ,train fraudul::nt pcrROr1s frorn r;: J,nag-
ILg' a ( ·,rnpany. 

;- Ir. PcL-LOC'l~: ·y"";'"hat 
" frau:,·d 'Pt r crsr:n~"? 
bc<>n caught? 

do ~ou. n1oan by 
P :ople who he,vc 

Th0 ',TT()Jl::\EY-GE~ER~\L: r\ fractdu­
lcr.t pPl'~~ 1 1. onld be a. pPrf'on \rho ( u1 be 
prc:Yt ·1 b fer_, the conrt to bo fraudulc~nt. 
Th r~ ll1i.J·t b" d-i~~-'ovcry flr:-t., anJ any pcr­
s":1 iL"~Cl'f -.ted could bring him b._ foru 11w­
court anc\ hcn-e him n'ITlOYed. 

'Th0rc arc enrtain p1:ovjsionR clcalinfr ,,jtlr 
th.., nffi<'r ·.:;; cf a cc~np·tny jn li{luida1 irJ'l, tlll~ 
£- 1-:.:ificntioll of books, and the rn·o::ecution •Jf 
d,_,liiY!llC'nt cf_Iirrrs. 

Part IX. cl0a1s with mjning comp"n~('S; 
Part ~\... ,_,ith English compal!h.,s; P~rt XI. 
,-.-ith for:i;·n cmnpani ,.:; ; and Part :.;:: ll \\ ith 
rornpanic s not formed untlcr the Art. Part 
XHI. deals with the winding-up of any 
re~!·.tctt .l r.<1n1pan;:. The ,.._-hole of th{"~t; 
flyc nart.:; {',re exactly as \VC have them to-
day.- ' 

Part ~=-I\'". d0ais ~x1 1 ~t rc~trirtio·1s nn F ·le 
of slcares and follows the Impcri,,l Act. and 
jl, :dcEt" lly dca1s '' ith share-hawking. The 
, ·c:~.-i.::ic ~s nf this i\.rt a:"c no doubt fra!nod 
to 1 "h, :n thn t-Yils in r0gard to inducin~ 

to ' ,1;-T 1 a.r~'S v1 ithout h tving a 
of th<' hcna fides of companies. 

not lcq},c.: 1 '1tc \Yh01l7 to pr•·VC:-lt the 
u r-.;; f; r , .. t (~in? dcfrau~1cd; but lcgisla-
tic'l. pro\··ir-1· :omc F-Jeguard or rcstric-
tiotl~ H1~:t !Ion. Jncm~;f'rs \vill 
a-:-~TCC' t 1 -:_~t hayo b2cn nan1crou-, 
th;TT- · ut f'u· c: sland in recent times as 
t') 1'.0 u 1iu ( s\strm of r ~11inQ" ~harf'<:; which 
}J(]S b('"'!l ~ goiug on. Tha Bill con1pletcly 
(·o;,·el·.s tl1r~t ~tnte of things. 

!.I··. nB_<\'~D: ArP YOU roing to cut out 
th2 L _ · king cf shares? 
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The· AT fORNK'~-GE:\ERAL: No; we 
·<:tro not ftoin~· to cut out the ha1vking of 
shan a~ all; people can still go round 
selling their shares. 

i\lr. B:_.Dro:..:D : But under a proper pros­
pectus. 

The ATTOHi\EY-GENERc\L: Under a 
proper pros1 ectns ar J ,, ith proper creden­
tials. whi ·h must be epprOYPd of by the 
r:cgishar ullCi<'r the Cmnpani·\s Act and 
!'OJi~terl j ,~:ith him. 

Part x·v. contains cert 1in administratiYe 
,,ection::.. ud1 u" seryico of docunu~nts, the 
enforce m· ut· of the duty of a company to 
rnakc to the rc;6strar, and prose-
{·utio_ offences. rrhero is also pro-
Yision 1Yll0: L·hv the Governor in Council rr1av 
require J''poz.;{ts frmn such companies P s Ina}­
bl? pr'"·rib, d. follo1:ing on the lim•s of 
"The In>m·anco Act of 1923" a1·d "The 
l'rinte SaYiJJgs Banks Act of 19'23," alco 
the L~ni<Jn Tru3--CC _,:-\et and the Queensland 
Trustee' Act. -

11r. )IrLL · x: -\.. gunrant<:-e as to bona 
1idc..;? 

Tlw ATTOR:\'EY-Gl~NERAL: Of course. 
Then• i~ the u~ual rule-n1aking po\ver. The11 
in the &cl:cc1ulc: thLrc aro Yarious for1ns of 
.article>,;~ of association and tablls of fees. 

The bill is a leng-thy ow, and one that 
·will .1 ·) doub:: require careful scrutin:;- boL,rc 
its The Bill will remaill on the 
table f0r 'OllW time; and I cl-,ire that 
~lnvone who i~ int.,'rcstcd will con1c for\Yarcl 
,,-ith nny suggrstjon ho Inay think fit to 
1nakr•. nnd any sng(~- -tion \Yill r0cc}y . .) CVl~ry 
t'Dll'ichTatiou. I v;ould like to ctress the 
fact th ·t has been a matter of verY 
senou ~ so f . r a.s n1y derart-
rnPnr is I consider that the 
ruahn·c;. of English exports 
should criously .,'he'l people 
bring- bear 0::1 the Bill. 

I take it thrrt CYer~-body '>, ho rnak('s up 
his mind to oppose the Bill or to suggest 
lB.lt raticn" ill_ takn into considC'l';,tion ..,,·hat 
h .s been -in E~1gland, and that great' 
·weight be given to the vie-.\3 of 
Engli3h cxpCl't··. 

1Ir. ~Ir·u.\~-: You 1.1.'C introducing the 
Bill ,.,-ith a11 open n1ind yours.'lf? 

The \TTOHNEY-GENERAL: Entirelv. 
Hon. m.-mbPl'S will also notice that WJ ha~c 
i1u .... :de{1 in rhe n1~_r£?.:inal notes as far us 
po,siblo rofen'lh s to the existing- law, to the 
law o£ thl' mhor States, and to the Imperial 
Act. They will see O!>Posite each clause 
refProncr's to the present Queensland law, 
!he Yictorian law, and the Ew;lish law. 

'rho Bill is for-roachin(r, aud our de,ire 
is to put the cmnpan:· la" of this State on 
,a sound a;;cl up-to-date basis. I hope it will 
rereiYe the serio~·s consideration of hou. 
lllCill b ::_'··. I cnmmcncl the analvsis of the 
contents o. the Bill to hon. mc:nbers. The 
Bjll j~ a long one, and I arn snrc it \vill 1:>~ 
;-r···"' h · r(l for some bon. mcn1bcrs to wade 
th1·;uc;h it: lnt, if they make a "tLKly o£ 
tho analy>io of the contents, thn will see 
the ich a of the Bill cl a us<- b:' clause. 

Be: .rp I sit down I desire to COhrplino o;,t 

ver,.- hi..;hly the Parliamentary Drafts1nan i11 
rcgcrd to thi." Bill. I know that a, lot 0f 
peopL oay this is c very desirable }Jill and 
n Ycry guod Bill-perhaps I n1ay gc·t son1-:: 
undw• redit for it-I have certainly in­
tere~ . ..:d rnysclf in it; but I \Yant to" give 
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credit to our Parliamentarv Draftsman, J'.I r. 
J. E. Brot,dbent, for the· splc•ndid tnanner in 
which hCJ has prepared tho Bill. l think it 
i: a rrma1 kable pic:cc of '"·od;;: on hi, part. 
The J'f ,ult is Y{~1·y crc:d.itnhlo to hin1, and 
J do not thin': I 'muld be doing- mv dub­
if. I sat do\Yll without ;:rtying sonlc•th1ng abou<t 
h,,, \\ ork. 

IIoxoc;R \DLE J\IE ,'BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. \Y. FORGAK SMITH (Jla"kay) [3.42]: 
I desire to '.ay a ' ore! of approc'ation of the 
fact' that tlw \ttorncv-Gcncral has St.'n fit 
to deal rather fully , ':ith the Bill at this 
stage. There can bo no doubt that the 
infonnatiou b, ha giYcn v;ill bo vcrv valu­
able in .dr·tcr:~1ining·L the effect of .--;01 ... 10 of 
the n1ain provisions of the Bill. Thoro can 
also be no doubt that a c;r_tplete mnc:admc11t 
of the la·w relv.iing to coJnpaHic,; is dcsi1·abl(• 
and to some e':tent ur.cwntly required. That 
has been reugniscd for some time. Frobabl­
the delay in dealing· with Rtwh a y,att or i.e 
due to the bet that most people realise that 
sooner or later the •GornnJon;voalth \vill get 
power to deal with company law, with the 
remlt that uniform law on the ;u'·.i, d \Yill 
be brought about, which is a very desirable' 
result. 

'I' he difficulty at pr" soEt arise·; from tl•c 
diil'ercrrce between the la\\', in force in tho 
vaLous St tt"s. Very ofter pi·edatory com­
panie · ho ,-. i"h to evade the dtP"ts of the 
1:-t\Y in Oll'" Stat-,3 go to othcT States t'CJ 

regiJter, y,·ith the result that they arc noG 
amcn~ble to the lav;s of the firstm ·ntioned 
State. It h .s be-en ug·g-estod from time to 
tin1o that Pa,rliarnenv 111ight delegate to 
the Connnom calth the power to legisl>ttc 
in this respe.-t; but there is reat diffwulty 
in that direction. I have: k1~own <"ases \vhert: 
rf'solutjons have 1<2en carried unanin1ouslv 
by confr rc!JLOS of St.rtc representatives to 
the eff,ct that thev sluuld reco,nmond to 
th(~ir G Jvcrmiwnt~- the adoption of a unifonn 
Bill in respect of certain mattNs. Take, for 
insta:n< r, n~achinery and scaffolding, and 
stock foods. In such cases it somcli me, 
happens that, when it come· to giving effect 
b:;r legislation to '.uch resolutions, H eh -nq;c 
of policy takes place, and nothing- more i.' 
heard of the proposal. However, I am 
satisfied that in a Bill of this nature a lot of 
'.:ork is done hy the Parliamentary Drafts­
rnan o.nd the Cro·v·-n Law D( 'lP~rtrr1cnt, and 
I apprt-cjRte the delicate rnanncr in \vhich 
the Ati'ornflv-Gencral claimer! er,· lit for the 
officers of i1is de.,artmcnt-cvcdit "'.here it 
is due. It is pr.oper that that should be 
done. 

It will be rather difficult for most Iron. 
1nCn1Lers to get a thorough grasp of th~ .... 
Bill. As the Attorney-General sn· s, it con­
tains OV' r 380 clatLCS and eJevon cnheduJcs. 
I have bt· ~n in Parlian1ent for ovnr sixteen 
vears. and I do not recollect a Bill of su_h 
~limensiom having been introduced h• re. I 
do not ohjec~ to its size. I merely mention 
that fact as indicatiEg how complete it is. 
In the ordinar.v course of the procedure of 
this Cham her, it will be very difficult for 
hon. members to nnderst md the re~] mean­
ing- of nuny of the ?l'rovisi0ns. The Attor­
ncv-Generc l has -:tiel tk1t ]lP introdnr•s the 
Biil with an open mind. ,snd he is prcpai·ed 
to ccctpt an;- suggestions that are ·worth 
\Yhilc, no matter from what source the:. 
come. That is a commendable rtttitude. In 
addition. in amending the law in surh a com­
prehen_iYe nHLnner as we propose we need i.o 
sec that nothing- is unduly hurried and no 

Zlh. Smith.] 
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rniz:takcs arc 1nade in \Yhat b::.- referred 
to later as a rnodtl cmnpany 

Thn ATTOR>;EY-GEXERAL: \Y c uo not pro­
pose to hurry. 

Mr. W. FORG.\.1\: S:\HTI-I: I 
it nlh;-ht be .. ,-,, orthy of consid0ra~.ioa 
we should not adopt the nwthocl which was 
followed in the Br·itish Parli •me m. The 
~,:\.ttorncy-Gcneral quite rightly point:-<1 out 
that this 1llC'fl,'-'UrP '\ ~,-, Ycry largely the 
product of a full inxestigation at home. 
I think th t. after the Ho•·al Cornmi,sion 
repmtnd, the Bill itself was considered by 
Select Committees of both Houses, who 
made recommendations to Parliament. 

The English Act of 1929 was the product 
of the work of that Commission, plus the 
recommendations of the parliamentarian, 
who constituted the select committees. With 
the object of thoroughly surveying the whole 
scope of the Bill, and with the object of 
extending to the people outside an oppor· 
tunity of mnking· :rcconTi·lC'JHlations in a con­
crete r~shion, I L:0\'8 the follovvinp; anlend­
ment:-

" AJd to the ll1"iion "'l:e v ord:-<-
' ,' 1 d th~tt th:: ~-li(1 Bill h-, 1\'f('n, d to 
a sel~d committee consisting of the 
follo.~-ing m;:-m!Jcr1' :-~\Ir. ''-Iacgro.:lrt·y', 
Mr. J. E. Walker. l\lr. Kobo. ::Ylr. 
Pea"o, an.::l th0 rnOYPr, fo.:_' the con 
sidcration of the pnrpo. c end prob­
abl dfr_ ts of the said Bill. v ith 
r:o'.Yl'l' t•J l1l •J.:e J'l :'t'ILI1F 'td :)>_'..:; for 

it- inl~1l'OY(~nH'llt'. 

' That the afm·• 'aid select commit­
tee shall haYo all tlw authorit,- C011-

fcrrPd on a select cornmittco bv -Stand­
ing Orders ~os. 181 to 207, both inclu­
sive.'" 

I wo\·e for the' appointmcr,t of a select 
committee, not with the object of obstruct­
ing the pae·a70 of the' BilL b'It ratlwr to 
facilit_,to it. A number of intNests arc 
inYoh-cd in the pa-sing of a la.-.- of thi 
nalnre, ancl rrssC'C'iEJi~o:~s of y·-rlo~l~ kind"J 
n1ight dc:3iro to n1Qkc recot:1l11f'.:l-dat1ons to 
the ~elect. eoinlnitte'•. ~lnd thc"c rc,·mrin1en­
cbtiorLs eould LP ron~idcTud and n:~nort0d 
npon. In a.cldition, tlw r•"]krt of the- scJe,,t 
cornnojttce. ·when prcs( ntcd to P?~rEamcnt, 
wonld be the brt"is for diecusci<'n, ~ncl "-ould 
facilitate di~cnssion. It wonlrl prevent un­
recessnry delay. and the riPll te. particu­
larly during the fecond r0ading f:tag0_. \Yould 
focus round tlw ess. ntials contained in the 
report. Thf' ronrse that I recomn1end 1s 
one that f-honld rccciYP favourable con-
sidq·ation from th, Government. We 
cannot. o_fford to mnk<' mistakes in 
rqmrr! to this matter \Yhi J1 is of far-reach­
ing jmportancc. \\-rp r~.,~Iise that the Bill i~ 
the r0sult of thc c"rdnl inYnt:g,ation and 
car~fnl sm·vcv of the lct0-t hw dealing 
v-ith the matter: but, when W<' ·re about 
it, WE' slconld at h'ast see to it that. b fore 
p] •ciwr th · law on the statnte-book, Par­
lirnncnt is a--,surPd that -it nndor3tand:::; yy·hat 
it is rloin ~. and that what it is doing is 
ckvi eel in the lwst intere ts of the State. 
It is with that object that I movn for the 
appointnwnt of a sel<'rt r·ommittee. and I 
( :)D111lend the SLH!.~·c2-tion to the ·GoYC'rnment 
for consideration. 

Th"l CIIAIR:\IA K: A si>nilar nmendmcnc 
to this was proposed 0'1 the intl'ocludorv 
sb<ic of the Regulation of Sugar Cano 
Prices ~et Anl<'ndm.cnt Bill on 6th August 
last, wh1ch had for 1ts purpose the referring 
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of Le matlor to a select committee for 
consideration and report. 

On further consideration, I hav-o come to. 
the opinion that the form of that amend­
ment was out of order. In the first place, 
tht~ Connnitteo can oElv consider rnattcrs 
which hav-e boon referred. to it by the House. 
Tho matter whic:, was rdcrrcd to the Com­
n1itt ee in that case Yi as " the desirableness 
of introducing a I3i11 to arnend the Regula­
tion of Sugar C':ln'J Prict.'S Acts in certain 
particu]ar ·1 " and the an1< ndn1ent proposed 
to replace that by referring the matter to 
a sokct committee. A Committee of the 
whole House cannot order the appointment 
of a select committee; and. although the 
an1endrnent, if c1rried, would haYe to recei\~e 
the concurrence of -the H ousc on being 
reported to it, I am of opinion that tho 
amendment shonhl not have been acc'ptC>d 
at that dagc. I, therefore, regret that I 
< .mnot accept the amendment as proposed 
by th' Leader of the Opposition. 

:\1r. W. FORGA~ SMITH Uviackay) 
[3.54!: When mov-ing for ihe appointment 
of a select committee, I intended to remark 
thnt then: wore Yariou~ stage,,• at -which 
such an amendment could be submitted, but 
it \Yrts not caw to do it in Committee. Mv 
objec' in pro:Dosing the appointment of a 
:3elcct rornn1ittee at this sta.g·: "'as to affirrr1 
the clc";rabllitv of introducing a Bill haYing 
for its object- certain thiDgs:- I am not in 
an:v 1va~~ di putlng tho dcsirabilit:' of affirm­
ing- tbat. principle. The fact also exists that 
the Bill has been prepared b-,- the '\.ttorney­
Gene"al ""ne! his department with that pur­
pas.- in ,-ie .L I thought t h', '\ r.s the proper 
sta~c to move the motion. However. I 
tM, 7~pt your ru11ng, 1\Ir. Rol'orb;;, and will 
n1oYo for the appointm(•nt of a select com­
mittee at the report ztagc. 

Mr. PEASE (Hcrbrt) [3.55]: The lHinistcr 
La.' giv0n ns the best .son ,yJ,y this Bill 
should be r' fcrn-'J to a rOl111nltt0r. I-T o 
pointcrl rnt that the Act 11pon which this 
Bill is ha~_d \'i a- brou,:.;ht jn only nJter tht 

a cor:1n1is~ion of inquiry had b•Ht 
He fnrthcr tatcd that thC' 

Lnp0ri j .\d had be,'n r•cferrcd t0 sc·l·'ct 
,Jn1nlil_.~n:;; in the lion-·c of Conlnlons and 

the 1-Tonsc of Lord'!, The bnf'iH<.:;;s n1cn ot 
ihi::;; citv arc g-rcnt1"". co:~ccnlcd abo1:t tbT;;; 
HilL an~l ha ..-c ~ ppoirltcd n rin l counnitLt \ 
t'Ons1'<tin;· of repr;"':~cntotiv,'." of iho Stock 
Excbang0, Ch~nnbcr of ConnncTcf'. <IHI 
Yarions ineorporab -t accountancy in~+.itub ~. 
io ~t.udY th(• Bl11 nnd n1al'' rcconlincndations 
upon if. To \Yhom are th_,~,.r to make 
rccon1n1r:ndation~ Pn lc>~s j t to n. s0lect 
committee of thi3 House? If sn··h n rom­
ln1ttce i::; not appointPd, n:.1 n<JCrs of thi~ 
House will not ha,-e mado c'Yailable to them 
ihe recmnmcndatiom; which that sp0ciai 
committe"" of business n1en V'.rill n1 .ke. They 
will pns3 thcn1 on to thl l\Tinistcr. "'.vho cannot 
pass thl~J-l o:1 to the I-fousc. The objcv:t of 
our leader in a::-king for the appointm0nt 
0f a select comn!ittGe is to cnabl0 th: t com­
Ynittrc to sift tbe e•.-idencc- and rnakc a 
compr0ht\n, l;~c r0port upon it to Parlinrnent. 
Then~ js r:o nrgPncy for this Bill. Tho 
~\lini3ter hns pointcJ out that the cond 
r adin:; 1vill no~ tdke place for so101~ con­
~idcrablc timr: <-~·1d I hope t;utt, wbf:'n tho 
n1otion whi( ~1 OUi' lcr d0r proposes to n1ovo 
fot th,; of a. ~nlect con1mitteo 
(")~tic>:- up considcr.ttion, the Government 
will f<Ov-ourablv co;Jsidcr it. 
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I hav8 been perusing tho report made by 
llw special committee of the GO\·ernment 
Part,\ which 'vas deputed to report upcn 
the rcfluciion or adjustment of c tpit'tl of 
the Queen>land raiL a vs. I find the.t that 
r·omH;ittoo reports that the capital of tho 

raihya··/s ~hould bo reduced. 
vve aro askin~ Parlian1cnt to rcaffirrn 

the principle of referring such matters to 
a con1mitteo for invcstig.1tion and report. 
If it is good enough to refer a Jnat­
tcr Gf urgent public in1portancc to a 
. 1cci:.l committee of the Government Party, 
then tht prineiple should be adopted in 
rr·1 c 'lf this im]lOrtant Bill. The Cabinet 
r1ec·iJed that the committee to consider the 
adjustment of the capit.al of the railways 
should cnn· :st of i\1r. Kelco, the hon. m1ember 
fd· Nundah, the Ikputy Auditor-Gener~l. 
:\-ir. Gla ;·ev, an.J :vir. 1\Iurton, of the sta1-f 
of the :Gailwav Com.::11issioncr. \Ye arc 
&rca:cing on behalf of the "·hole of o 
1 Jplc including tho_ involn:d in 
r,_,_atte?, and are n1crcly asking fo1· the cx-.._'-il~ 
sion of that principle which has been e,taL­
lishfd by tho \~oYornrncnt Party and sup· 
portcd and actd upon by Cabinet. 

Tin people are a good deal concerned about 
this measure: and the so1u thong-ht of onr 
leader is to get the fullest inform; tion from 
cv; ry:...:ody concerned, because Parli;J.rncnt 
1"mt ta\e the sole respomibility for the Dill, 
when p:1 -'eel. This is one of the most 
irr1portant rnc -sure_' that have eYcr con1o 
before this l'arliameut; and I hope that, 
when our le .dor mm·es the motion for thcJ 
appoinhncnt of a select connuittce, it -..vill be 
supported by hon. n1crnbers in the sarnc 
rr·'Jnncr as they supported the appoi .._rncr~t 
of r- com1nittee f.Jr the adjusirn--_ 1t o_~_ th'l 
capii:J.l of our railways. 

tr. BEDFORD (Tr([1. ego) [3.58]: The 
),,traduction of this Dill filL. a Yery long 
fc·lt 1vant. The whole schen1c of compan v 
](~'~i~Jation in ...:lustralia T('quirPs n1odPrn~·~­
ing. ~,:ost oi us who have livf'cl anJ hoped 
~or uniforrn action fron1 the Con1n1onwLalth 
110t onl:.- in this :r..utttcr, but in n_ ·~ axd -:..o 
rn 1rriagc, divor~e, . .:.nd other n1att_rS "Fhich 
haxc no inter~tatJ boun-larics in tho scope 
of thrir action. ha\ e been disappointed. \Ye 
rtre sorr~y thrit the ComnlOD\\Dalth Govern­
went haYo not ~c 'll lit to go on with this 
\Cry ;,:-.;clcorne measure long before thif;. Be 
that. _;s it nwy. the Quccusland Co,_lpanjes 
Ar• ha breen very far behind even those ot 
the \·tllC'r States. 

I interested Ill he ning the ::\Iinister 
eay there "as im·olvod in this Bill tho 
nomenclatLire of companies anrl that the 
word '' co~operati\·o '' \\as 'not to be usc..:d 
indiscrit11ine<tol}; similarly the words 
"Qneenshnd," "..:-\ustraJj'-'/' or "Comnlon­
,, ealth" ,:hich hrwe been undesirablv used 
~n tho (' ,~e of insurance cornyrtnies" whid1 
lwve come up and fallen do\vn at:-ain lcavinrr 
a t-·c"il of ruin behind therc1. ~ ~ 

The decl~;ion to lun~c a greater control oy,Ter 
balance-sheets wnuld ha \·o put an end long 
af?O to such a rnftianly thing as the Citizo ; ~ 
Lrfc As._;urance Corn pan.,., issuing ._1 t ~·ue 
balanee-slwct and a hbc balancc-shr ,l, as 
they did for y0ars~a true balan{ '!=hcct for 
the benefit of the registrar of co1npauie . rr..: 
evidently thoy did not like to be ;1nt und.,r 
the stigma of a charge of pcrjurv for makino· 
a fal ,o rl0claration; and a f.llsc b::Jance~ 
sheet, which went out to the public with 

· uch things 8'3 diYich nds nlj:X•?Il up '" ith 
bonuscs aud sun·cnd ~I·· neYC>r properly sbo·w n. 

SirnilaTly 1'.-o have had c 1scs in Lhi;:; c-iLy 
of insurallc_. ccn1Danics <':h.ieh yn_-,:.lld ncYer 
haYe seen the ligl1t of day haJ thnre been 
proper pros,Jectmc'. tmd proper pr;Hicity 
given to the prospel tast :. S1ruiLtdy in 1 he 
case of banl.;:s: Everybody kno"\1';.: that u110cr 
the limitecl liability companies l..t -.-; an" brtnk 
can st rt in bu~jncss-and the· c1o :;;t.a.J t in 
busine s-in good times, and tlie,- invcui,Lbl"· 
fail in bad times. :iV[ci'f2'1.'rs take "' .ty a lot 
of tho derelicts; and it is a fact u, t ;\us­
tralia has fewer indiYidual haJ"ks tr)~d-'v 
than it h::td twont·.· years ago. The· b1;.l 
tin1l'S al·c finding cnt-not onl-· 1-:-Jnks, but tJ~e 
banking sys~cm. Dnring the last frv: d:-t, 
ono has gone, and b\o others arc in jeopardy, 
although, on their balance-sheets, th0y arE) 
apparen: ly quite sonnd. But this extra­
ordinary thing called confidence h- s such an 
dicct as to put them in jeopardy, se~ing 
that people arc ·tupid enough in .Anstl !ia. 
to be hoarding sih c'r when thoro is only 
2~d. \Vorth of si~Yt:>r to ih f;hilling. and arc 
fond of hoQrding notes; an 1. if the:, haY' a 
disbelief in their c::nnliTY, the £1 note is 
valuch :'. In the rnatt0r 0f trustc! com­
panir greater r\cn need:' to be tak'--·n to s~--o 
tl1.at they h~;e suffiri~nt C~1l~italJo ~ivc their 
cnent-; a fall' rtEl. Tn,; Dn1on ll'Ustec C\::ln­
pany and otl:er trustee con1pani 3 all r.-=k tb' 
pnblir to belieYe in their hcillC.Ur-to b_·licvc 
in tlwjr L 'm: ndous EL1d ~-:"upernal honcnr 
-yet the U~>ion 'Trnstc·c Comra11.Y had m:e 
nwnagrr \':ho rPcciv _d. frol-l a 1-Yh-itr 1nan a. 
largP nurnbcr of s0vcrei~~ns, sold tl1em to a, 
Chinan1<-.,11 for 27s. E'"_ch. and ~-t turned 
paper to the whitP ITHUl; and 
pauy also had to have its right 
an agent making up incon~' tax l"'turn 
two Years be~au:3e it~ llf''d rnanagPr 
been Jlroved guilty of icming- a fol,,, incomt 
tnx return. If ihat be th• moralitv belong­
ing to these trust~c con1panic~, 'Yluch in i~~t 
that they aro there not for their own private 
profit, but for tLc public gooc1, then the 
sooner this kind of legi lutiou ;__ cts to th::rn 
tho better. 

The rnntter of bond i~; u_e3 .-1 o requires 
'~reat ttention. If tho bo,:s of this Bill i:o 
1\nt only the pl·osrH~ct'l i::; t.hn. has:-:1 of the 
con1Tact · Jhc pt oplO will be- protcct"d; (;_Hd 
a company should be ]lroYent0d from j,,u. 
ing bonds which aro false becau.-e there 1s 
not a prospectus within the true of the 
tcrn1. There are ca~cs snch .a-; Kc.v 
z~ala nd forestrv J. m d. I had a n• · come 
bdoro me "·he~ ' a '"onHm had purchased 
£100 worth of bonds. Th: .. , wom?·o, induced 
by the fine talk of the canvasser, bought thes' 
bonds: and, by-rmd-b;', ha,-ing paid £100, 
she discm·cred she cDuld get onl:· £20; but 
by adroit use of the b<1nds and b:v special 
arguments-which they called blackmail-J 
succeeded in getting £104 back. 

SimibrlY the Govornment of the Com­
monwerllth, by its new bniff, promoted the 
growth of tobacco in Australia nnd pa1·ticu~ 
larly in Queensland. QnceiOsland is now the 
happy hunting ground of various tobacco 
bond issners who are attempting to culti­
Yate tobac ·o on private land "·hi!e the Go­
Ycrnment ha,-c 40C O•JO.OOO ncrcs cf 1. 1 d, 
murh of it ~uitable £or tobarco gro;ving. 
·which the:v can giYG a1vay. These people 
want curbing. Only v;jthjn th" last f{~W 
daYS a nm,·-rieh uncle from Fiji, describ­
ing hi1nsc1f as a bond~is,uer from Eng­
land, has visited Brisbane. This scheme of 

Mr. Bedford.} 



1576 Co .. !pan1es Bill. [Ai:iSE:UBLY.J 

.th-..- llriti~h Sugar Indu·,tries proposes to _is--·<0 
500.000 bonds at £30; and its talc is that 
it is not going· io allow the rich brokero) 
xnillionairl'S, and Rothschilds of Britain to 
gd hole! of these Londs. It is kind and good 
"nou.;l1 in a time of trouble to decide to 
{:0111<~ here and ~et s0me1Yhere about 
£5(;J_(;J0 of I!lunev fron1 the Illonev '·aYcr 
of tiltS S[a.0 , r' do hcpc that tllis Bill 
pr01·'cL for the c things; but it 'lhocdd 
lmvc been referred to a con1n1itteo so that 
we could grt all possible inforn1ation o.n 
eY<:ry part o[ it. I do hope the Bill will 
be sufficient!: comprehcnsiYc. and that later 
on the Attorncc·-Gencral, seeing that he has 
, long·-cii .• tance pas ::t;;·c for this Bill-will 
agr('" to the .~p11ointn1c:it of this con1mitte'~, 
so that '"e ,;_all get c.-cry possible lig·ht 
thrO\Ytl on CYE l'.Y posf:ible provvTision of it. 

;\lr. KEHR (Enoggera) [4.6]: It is gmtify­
iJJp- 1o lcurn fron1 the SlJC:o.?chc~ of hon. rncru-
lwrs that thev welcome this Bill. 
I that cveryo1 e~ in Queensland and 
C\yerr ~11~ itution cone! f'IH~~ -,-ill ~<·elcon1e t~Jn 
n:_easure. 

·with reference to the -ugge,t'on to 
appoint a select eo ,~Inittco, I nHly say that 
'vhcn si Ltir.g in op1Jo . .;;i Lion fot· a nu1nbcr of 
year::,, Y.l1cnc ·er \VC' suggT'·tod tho aproi.nt­
llllilt of srlccl- cotn1nittc .''l the Governn1ent. 
of tlH_~ day v,'ould not rrgrce to it. 

1:Ir. \V. FORG.i,.N S":lTH: 1;rL3n ·.vera tlwy 
suggested? 

Mr. K.ElU{: On several Ol clsionc. 

=llr. v.-. FoRGA::i Smni: \Ye had two o·· 
tl1rc•c t:tppointed. 

l'-lr. I~ERI~: The Governn1cnt never 
fit to occ .. _pt such a rnotion frorn uJ. I an1 
not c.gain':t the appointin- 1t of selc-=:t COIU­
mittces at all; but I think that in connec­
tion 1Yith a Bill like this it >rou!d be to 
impo~sibte to get an~ywhere with a 
eonnnittcc. The Gover11rncnt haYP 
YCr.y eourLLOUS in ·regard to this Bill. Tlw 
AtrornP~i-Gcncral has brou;·hL it dm·:n at thi 
f'arl~ tar;e of the s· ::;_,io:!1 ;.;o tbalJ it can bl 
prinL:d, nd 
pany will be 
the subs0qucnt on thP Bill wrll nor 
t.1kc plac:_:o for so1ne con.siden.~.-blo ti1ne. I atu 
not concerned in regard to outside peopl...: 
gettiug aJ.ntnLo copies after the first rc;.~,ding 
stage, but I cun::iidu that Parliament shculd 
J( .;Ide t~lC''·G facts. "\Ye as a party arc quit 
dPtcrmircd that this Bill shall not beconw 
public property until this House has fi1 .t 
had t:w opportunil.) of punsing it. Ho11. 
memlw: s will ag-roo that no Bill should be 
di~tributrd outside Parliaincnt until ·we have 
discussed the Bill here. If we were to h:wo 
a -.:cler~t connnittco, it -..vonld operate i11 
\rarious direchons, ono of \vbich would be 
con<ulta'ion ><ith othr·r bodies, and therefore 
Parliament 1Yoald be the second body to hear 
what is pl'Opc. ... ocl in tile Bill. .. That is 
ah~,'ays the danger of a select con1rnittor. 
(Oppu_ition cU·_,'l1 nt.) rrhe propc1~ thing is -._.o 
ha.-o thi' Bill printed and distributed. The 
Opposition will have every opportm1it:t of 
n1oving anwnchnonts and to obtain advice in 
reo:arcl to the J-Jill. The Govern,nent ha vo 
~).:___ ~n 1 <)r~ gcw~rous a.nd courte-ou3 in bring~ 
ing in a B·ii! of o.-cr 300 clauocs in the early 
stag<'~ o£ the session, so that hon. membe·rs 
oppo,.ite will have full opportunity of g-oing 
thoroughl.v into the motter. · 

I tmst the Bill will g-o throug·h this stage. 
Jlilany people are concerned in this measure, 

[ i1fr. B'erlf ord. 

and it will lw r. qui red to be g-one inlo and 
arh·ic~ sought a bout it. It is not a Bill of 
a <. nntroYPrsial Paturc, but a measure that i.-3 
for the benefit of all sections of the corn­
tnunity. 

}lr. POLLOI''K.. (G, cgor.IJ) [4.11]: Hon. 
members of all :h:tcks of political opini.:·n 
are conYinced of the dcsirablcncs' of intw­
dncing a Bill to amend and consolidate thB 
compimy law. \Ye are prepared to co­
operato fully vcith the Governmenc iu the 
effort to get a thoroughly worka!Jie Bill, and 
one that will as far as practicable meet the 
vje\YS of every section in the I-Ionse. It 
m a v be that we cannot g-"t a Bill that 
,,-;Ji snit the views of all; but we at lea' 
cr•n baYe an opportunit~" of putting intu 
the Bill those things that '"e fcPl should he 
there. A Bill of this l:ind cont ining ncarl.. 
400 clrru~~~" Rncl oll~ven schedules is rr all~, 
n ''"hole sc"~1on's work for ParUatncnt, if 
it is to be considered properly. \Ye do not 
a··k that the ,,-hole session 'c·: set arart f. 
it. but Jhat we he given the o·)portnnity of 
set~ ino· it aside after it has h en rt>'1d a f-int 
time, 

0

SO that everybody who has objection 
to certain phases of it will be eJJle to c<>mc 
along to the select committee appointed by 
Parliament later on, if it is so decided, and 
give his ,Tiews on the Bill, and c:how U:3 

whether the Bill is practicable, v;hero it falls 
-hort of rc'quirements, and how it can be, 
impro.-ed. 

~1an> people ">Yho are c '."Cf~T day wcrking 
u"·~der ·the aegis o£ con1pany Jaw \vill be 
tblP to tell us ;nuch better t1wn iho majorit·: 

of hon. rnmnbers h-t is Jl('( df'J in its aincnd­
nwnt. CornpJnv law is : thinn· of V\ hi eh. 
pcrha~1s, not h~lf n dozen n1ernbcrs of an 
c\sscmbh' such , s this kww: very much nb8ut. 
I a!~l LLuo that the J, Iinistcr himse1f v;ill 
P:~Teo that the knowlcclf" of a _}-,Etrristor ou 

phac ·s of company law JS almost as 
a;;; n1inc; and othf'l' hon. 1Uen1bers arc 

in a similnr position. If ,,-e are to undcr­
st<:nd the clauses in the Bill. <' -·houlcl lmo>< 
exactly "·h.'.t they are inioncled to cover. 
and l1e able to read them so as to unclm'· 
=-'tand th.:ir effect. If the~·c is ar:~~ ,_,bjcction 
to any of thcn1, it sho:1ld br' our ai1n t J sec 
tk·t the persous who hc-c· Yalid objection,, 
a r~; al- le to staL~ them bcfo''C v-, ,: get to the 
sorond reDding .:.nd ult>:.latCil~.T t.hc p_;;s_31n.._; 
of llw Bill. I wouicl lo the MuustN 
that, quite apart frcm cour!'.''·' ~JP to 
thi~ stagF) unless a n1ca~u~·c of tn1s k:n\1 1'3 
ubmittecl to a celect cO!r.'mlteo fo' examma-

tion, it should carry '·ith it ~ pre0is sho\Y­
inu cxactlv whn,t thP llCIY prO\'ISlOns an~ and 
wl~at thcv' at'C intended to cc .·er, gi.-ing 1:0 

the reasOn:.. for tho groupin.,. of the o~-her 
clauses and, in generaL cxpl tiniL.Q; t ery 
provision of it, so that can int,,Jllg,'ntly 
fellow it throtwh Committee. 'l'hat would 
b1} a gre-at help

0 
to hon. Inernbt_Ys, even if it 

\YerP de~~ided not to go on ·w1th the ;jclect 
c -mlmittco 11roposal. 

So far as I kno1v con1pDny la•.,~, it. is 
g;:·nrrallv intended as;-;_ protective law. I ... 1ke 
],ost ot'her la1n, it is intended to protect 
(]'e publi(' ao-ainst JWoplc who are un­
:;::c."rupulcus or bd( '3ire to gain son1cthing for 
theE!c-eln 3 at the expense of other... The 
company law has beer!. fran;ed for a num!Jer 
of '78ars with that obJect 1n YlC'F, so as. to 
givO tlEl public a n1axin1um of protecho::-1 
against IYhat we popularly know ~s the- " ErC?; 
gottcr." To-day the aYerage ~;a-getter 
can get round any company law that has 
cyor been framed. He can tell a story that 
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wi!l leave tho company law quite a long way 
bd1incl. Share ha1vking. such as ha1vking 
of Roma oil ~hat'C3, the hawking of share'> 
in tobacco farms 1\·hich will probably never 
: >" suitoblo for tho growing o£ tobacco­
'dJich will "Jrobably mean that people who 
have cp0nt a Jifetin1e in ;:: Ying a, fe1v hun­
dred ponndJ '"ili be robbed of that money­
these and the ha', king of mining shares and 
:-:.hares generall~ shOIY that thoro is a nf'ecs-
ity for far-reaching legislation to protect 

the public. It may he that, whilst thP Minis­
ter and thoso adYi,ing him nro ·satifiod that 
th•· Bill contains the proYisions ne~e,sary for 
that purpose. wo shall find on examination 
a hundred diffarent wan in which the mea­
~ure might be arnendCd in order to cope 
with the situation n1oro satisLtctorily; and 
foT th".t rc.toon we arc willing to co-operate 
1vith the ~1ini~tcr and the Qoycrnrncnt, pro­
Yidcd that they arc prepared to accept that 
co-operation. At any rate, wo shall cer­
to.inly gi \'8 th • Government the opportunity 

meetin~·· us half way at .. \ later stage of 
Biil. 

'I'hc ATTORXEY GE:\'ERAL (Hon. X. F. 
:\1acg-roarty, South Brisbane) [4.17]: I am 
pr<pared to give cYery consideration to the 
:--l•ggcstions of the Leader of the Opposition, 
both as to the al)l)Oillhncnt of a select corn­
mittec and a precis of the Bill. I think 
it i~ Yei·v desirable th:1t \YC :;:hou1d have a 
precis o( e; ere clause d the Bili, if po -sib le. 
Of course, I nn1 fortunate in ha\-illg gone 
through the J3ill~ not once, but sevPral time __ ; 
bu~ it n1ay be very desirable 1 l1at a precis 
of the mcasui·e should he arranged before 
\\·t-~ go into Cornmitce. I shall give very 
sPrious consideration to the -uggestion of 
the Leader of the Opposition as to the 
appointment of a s lect committee. 

I have b('cn af'ked by a. nurnbcr of p.-::ov1c 
10 ha,-c adY.tnce covi;..,;; o£ the Bill 1nadc 
:e1ailablc to them; but this I h :ve emphati­
call, refused to do, !Jcc<lLL e I hold the Yicw 
that no one ouL;idc Parliament should sec 

Bill before it io introduced into this 
Chmnber. I arn to rcreivc rcpr-2,>: 0 -::.h-ltives 
~ron1 Yario'_ls inb~l't ,t:-:. conc{'>n1ing t~l,_ pro­
pc :·eel n1easure~ and I ::hall arri...-e at a 
decision concerning the appuin11ncnt of a 
::'elect com1nittee tcfore n1\eting any llc~1uta~ 
rion. 

l\Ir. \V. FOHGA:'\ SMITH (Jiaday) [4.19]: 
I .am glflc] that the Attorney-General hus 
c;ndcrtaken to prm·ide a precis of the Bill. 

The ATTnnxEY-GE:;EP.\L: I bhall elldc'l\'our 
to do so. 

Mr. \V. FORG~"-~ i3MITH: It can !Jo 
done. That practice has already been 
followed. \V hen I vas a member of the 
Government a rather lengthy Land Act 
iuncndment Bill \Y.Js introduced and a preci 
provided i11 the Bill itself. I .also know 
that, when clr.lfting and submitting Bills 
to Cal>inc+, a precis is prE;~pared for the 
information of .•l! the Ministers. Die-cu' ion 
will be facilitated if a precis of this Bill is 
prepared; awl, in view of the statement of 
the Attorney-( i eneral, I do not intend to 
carry out n1y puqJose of moving on the 
report 'tage for the appointment of e. select 
cowmittee. I can move in that direction, if 
necL~,;;_;ary, .at a later stage. There arc no 
politics associated with the Bill; and I 
believe that the appointment of a •.elect 
c·orrunittcc would bo of advantage to the 
:\linietcr. I am concerned with having- a 

company la\\ iP- this State wl1ich, \Vhilv not 
h, mpering lcgitin1ate ~::ntcrprisP. ·will DJ o­
vidc the Inaxi!uunl of prcicetion to -the 
general pul,1ic. 

Question-" That the resolution (J.fr. X. F. 
.~JaCljf'Uarl;I_/S JJlOtion) be agret.J to n~put 
and pa"cd. 

Th'.' Hou .... e resttmcd. 

The CnAIRorAN re pori eel that the Com· 
Initte' had come to a re elution. 

Rcsol utioi1 agree cl to. 

FmsT RE.mn:a. 

The \.TTOR:'\:EY-GE:'\ER"\L 
F. ~Tac:2;roart~., South Jiris1;a u) 
the Bill, and moved-

\Ho11. i.J. 
lE'f ~~entPd 

''That the Bill be no·,\T read a fir:--t 
tiinc.'' 

Q. __ cs·: ion pnt and pass.·d. 

Second r-adinto; of the Bill made ;m ':Jnkr 
of the I Jay for Tucsda:·, 22ncl St.Td:I~·L.tla~r. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL. 

SECOXD READ!l.;G, 

Tho ATTORNEY-GKNERAL (Hon. N. F. 
i\lacgroarty, South Brisbane) [4.25j: In 1929 
the present Premier definitely pledged his 
pn rty to an equihhlc redistribution of elec­
lorat" Amongst other things he made the 
following statement at l\1ackay :-

" \Vhen \Ve arc returned to power, "\YC 
intend to appoiiJt an Electoral Commit­
tee to carry out a r 'distribution of se'"t~. 
That v. ork will l:oe done bv an inde­
pendent commis,ion free Iron." party poli­
tics." 

I de ·.ire to trace shortly the history of 
the Electoral Districts Act. I suggest that 
common sense sugorestecl the Act of 1910, 
a11d a redistribution of s<·ats was marlo about 
that time. the elcctiom in 1915 the 
Labonr Part:'~ \VCre retnrned to po\vcr with 
-~. big n1ajority. They went along merrily 
a'i the Government of the day until 1920. 
In the1t year they found thnt they had 
lost some fa,·our with the people. At tho 
election held in that year the parties were 
returned in the following proportions:­
Labour. 38; Opposition, 34. The Labour 
Party \Y_rc reiurllf'cl to power \"Vith a very 
slender majorit~-. The Government of thn 
daY Avidenth- hecJ.me nlarmed at their 
~lo'ndor majority, and in the following year 
resGh·c<l to have a redistribution of seats 
made. 

\Ye haYe heard a lot about what will be 
done by this Government, and what the 
late Government did in the matter of redis­
tribution of seats; hut facts speak for tl1em· 
selves. In 1922 the then GoYernment had 
a redistribution. ~ot,vithstanding that " The 
Electoral Districts .'et of 1910" remained on 
the statm· .book, they only a)tcrerl it in 
1922 :n orcler tho.t they might abolish seats 
held by the Oppoeition. " The El~ctoral Dis­
tricts Act of 1922" abolished the elcctoratc.­
o[ l\lusgraYe. Dravton. and Pittsworth-all 
~cat' h0ld b~ Comitrv PartY members. who 
~at in oppo~itio~1 to 'i.hc tll'en Governtlten,1-
The following new seats were csta!Jlished­
S::mclgatc, \Vynnnm, and Kelvin GroYe. 
EYidontly the Government expected that 
thov 1,'.-ould ,;y·in thc,le ne\vlv created elec­
torates. The:; were not succeSsful jn winning 
either S<tndgate or \Vynnum, hut were ilUC-

Jion. N. F. Macgroarty.l 
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ccs,.ful in \vinnlng Kelvin Grove) ~o that, 
-tvs a. re<;mlt of the n~arrangcn1cnt, 1 they 
gP ined one seat. 'I hero is no gainsaying 
tht fact that the move of the Government 
of the day had one objective-that of gain­
in J: ground at a, tirne when thci1· majority 
\Vas \-xry slender. 

In addition, the ele•tonte of Kennedv 
ha._; its boundaries very materially altered. 
Kcnncdy "as rer>resentcd by 1\Ir. John J ones 
i11 the Country Party intere.sts; but, o1ving 
to tho manner in which the boundaries were 

lte.cd, lw nc>ver offered him· .•1£ for ro-elec­
for hi·_; old seat, and I(onnedy \Vas \Von 

the Lab.nu· Party. 

The:·o is no questic·t tlnt "The Electoral 
Ili>l of 1922" w~s introduced for 
ihc the Labour Party, the then 
Governmedt. But that is a small detail. 
\Yhen we cmne to view the altcratjons made 
to the boundaries of thfJ various electorates, 
~,. ~ n.rc "Jn1ost astounded. 

{Jr. HY~ES: Thosp seats v ~re altered by 
th _. cornn1i'?~ion. 

ATTOR;'\EY-GENERAL: I Slli'JlCSC 

crnn1C'nt had :rJothing to do \vlth the 
,iO!_l. \Yhcn ".Yf' 1-u:·Tl' thing~ likt' 1hi~. 

\\' cannot l0t thorn !.I'D urchalJcru..(·ed. The 
poor olc1 GoYc-rnrncnt {)f ihe ;lav loH'\\ 
~ olhing about thP eoritrnif··.ion: Th.at coul­
pt·h n1e to sa:. that at least one mcrnber o£ 
the c0mm is.-:..ion '' ho W" ,, .a 111 ·,ling \Y .tr­
dL'n---

T-Iyx-·~: Yon u re not gan1e to say 
wlto IS. 

The ATTORXEY-GEJ'\EHAL: Oh, ves, I 
an1! I-I is nan1c wa~ Dunlop. The G0Yeru­
L't:nt of thr' day kul_'\V nothing about the 
c .J.i!Hlli··sioll, lmt ;\Ir. l'·unlop, the ·warden. 
after the rccli,::;tribution was pro1noted bv 
the Labour Govcrnn1cnt to bo a warden ill 
the flrst division, over th'l heads of a num­
ber of men who "·ere entitled to the position 
before him. H .. , \'. aJ pnt in the fiJ t division 
of wardens. 

!•Ir. Hr;;u: That is a dirty insinuation. 

The .\TTOR:'\EY-GENERAL: That is a 
:ctntenwnt of frrct. I wiil ,:o further and sav 
that the san1e g:-~1tleruan .__, 1vas, by the san1'e 
Gon_~rnnH'-nt, disratcd and transferred to 
other di~trjcts. ''hi eh wr~ro in the second 
{:1, .:..;s; yet the self:-''llne Govt•rnm.ent allowed 
that n1an to retain (hr:~ fnst cla3s cla~sif-ica­
ti Jn. IIc vent original]~,~ to Cloncurrv. 
Later it ,,·as dcrn1e-:d l::.cc<.~:: arv to rc1no\:G 
him to Chi!lagoe. Then he \vas sent to 
Gladston(-\ and later to Clennont; and 
h·c was allowed bv the late Labour 
Govennn0nt to retain V n first c]aR3 classifica­
tion. nlthongh stationed in second clr ss dis­
trict<. He had a personal qnalificacion. I 
do not know •vhcther other men in the Go­
v·.rnrnent scnice had a similar qualification. 

:'\Ir. \\'. li'ORGAN SMITH: As a n.atter of 
fact, you ha\-" already done the same thing. 
You have transferred officers to subordinate 
positions while rctainino- tho higher classi-
fication. " 

The ATTORKEY-GENEHAL: 1 know 
nothing about that. Hon. members oppo­
site '"Y they had nothing to do with the 
cornmi"ion. I mak" bold to state that thev 
l_tad sorncthing to do vvith th~~ co1n!nissiorl 

J\lr. :H_\i\LOX: Do :vou su.~'"gcst that we 
br1C d th0 celnln:Jis~:o 1? -

f !! on. X. F. Jlacgroarty. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: I do not 
that you brihod the commis:-ion, but 

suggest that your Government favoured 
~\Ir. Dunlop, who was 01;,; of tho Commis­
sioners. 

::\'Ir. IL-i:;LON: You '"hould be the last to 
talk about anyon". 

Tlw ATTGRNEY-G:EKERAL: I am talk­
ing ubou~ ~on1ebody. I clairn that this man 
was favoured unjustly b· tho late GO\·ern­
Incnt. lion. n1embcrs op}lo"jte kno\Y as well 
n ~ I Jo Lhat- he \YUS allow~d to retain a fir~t 
clu -s c~ tssiftcation. 

Th'? 1:~22 redistribution \\-as unsatisfactor~~-. 
t·nd I ha Ye no hr-sit 1J:oll in ~·ing tlLlt l;:··' 
1926 thcrd 1,yas a scandalvn;;; er ·propJ!'hon of 
1..-oting ~Jrcn2·th in the eYt'J;t ,--hvo clcc'-'1r _L 
In ih~o vca1: 1?26 four clc,-;toratos h(l,d more 
than 9.COO vot·rs on the roll while eleven 
had k-e than 5.000; fiflc -n mc1nbcrs repre­
sented an agsre~atc constituency of 69,741 
Yotcrs, - nd tv, .... ]yo nlC'nJb:=-rs rcln'C'~::'".it 'd a1;. 

r;;t:;Tcgnte 8n-tituc"Jry of 107,104 vct•rA. All 
this fa·:oured Lahonr; and the :0.fcCormaf'k 
G O\"Crnment refused to alter that state of 
elf a in. 1929 the po,.ition had be ;;omc 
\\OLJ". In 0]r,''tion of i11at vcar a.n nggl;'-
·:atc of 82,400 ch•dors retu~ned eighte"n 
members. while 125,428 electors returned 
only thirteen members. 

::\1r. Pr<\SE: You won the election on that. 

The ATTOR"'EY-GE::'\EHAL: One of the 
rr.=-asons wln- \re \n:n tho election l\·as bcc~tuse 
the people~ -yer.:; disgusted with the attitude 
of th.~ L _bonr Gov0rnment in refusing to 
alter th,, boundaries. 

Mr. PE.\S c: Why alter the boundaries 
!10\\-? 

The· .\TTORKEY-GENERAL: We are 
alt-C'ring the bour<larics ~IO\V to rc·torc the 
position lo an eqnitahle ba is, and so that 
we sl·<ll not he <iCCnsr•d of )Wrpetuati•'g such 
arl u::fair state of p_{fa1rs. 

The Lea.!cr of the Opposition s1id at an 
errlier sb<'e that in lo86 tlwre were sevc ntv­
two members, and somebodv else said ~t 
thrrt tinw thcr: w:rc onh-, 392,000 voter>. 
The Lcadl'r of the Opposition ac·ked, " \Vhy 
rcd:.lcc thP nurnbf'r of 1ne:--n bers in 1931 ?" 
There arc t o ans\vcr-- to that question. 
The fir't is: At the present time wo have 
a ("')!1l1'10nwealth Gov .:;rnrnent~ and we send 
rPprcscnLtivcs to the Commomvealth Parlia­
rn··nt: therefore, there is duplication of repre­
sentation on behalf of the State. Thrt is 
otl0 rea•on >vhv th»re should be a reduction 
uo-.v. The sec;nd reason is that everywhere 
you go thp people are asking for a reduction 
in the lJ.Ulnber of mcn1b _r·s. 

:/.Jr. l'EAC:F.: The;, are rsking when the 
electionJ arc con1ing on. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: There " 
no nr, d for thPrn to ask th2.t 

Tht ro has a Iso been ~onre reference to 
unification. I havf' no he:itation in saying 
that I IJOpc the time will never come for 
such a state of affairs to exist. So Lr as 
Queensh nd is concemed. >Ye are too young 
for that. v.-e luve not the representation of 
the other States, and v. ou!d not get the 
a.dvantago >Yhich other Sbtes would get. 
The Qucm>oland people v;ould do well to 
pres·rve their State ·rights as long as pas-
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sil·le. The Leader of the Oppcsition said on 
thl' initiation stage of the Bill ~ 

"Tho real hcts are knmYn-that the 
GoYennnpnt, ha.Ying n1ade prelin1inary 
. m";e o of all the electoral districts of 
llw State, haYc discoYered that by no 
o;-hrr 1nea s can they se nc 1 ju-t tho:.-:c• 
Plf1 ftOl'rttr?s ,;ts to seen re the re! ~trn of th1::, 
1-I0(~-.f' of .-. 1najority to ~upport thern. 
Tl-. rr·f·.~rc. th('Y hcrr. f' cleYi·T·d thi-1 n1cthod 
ur _lPr v.-h!ch. by rPduci11co· the numb'""'r of 
nh .11hcr:-: ~:~~ tcl1. rhe;T ~a~1 so rnr1.-n-;p~1lat0 

bon1alaL'_i0s of c1rctondrs as to keep 
n]ycs In po·,·cr; so tlw.t the Dill 

could be nptly des('ribed a a ' GoYc_·n­
ment 1i:lrctoral Insurance Bill/ because, 
so far r legislation c8n contriTe it the 
dice are to Le loaded in their fayou;·." 

Mr. l-Lt-~[S: EYcryonc kno\YS it. 

The ATTOR:\E't-GEXERAL: It is lau~·h­
ablo to hear tht.J Leader of the Onpo::ition or 
au:. of lli.s . ratty t.11k about nianipnlating· 
the elel'tor ·t-·~. The Leader of the Op1,osi­
tion aho said~ 

"The,- propo'c to reduc- the mtmber 
of lllL'ln1 _!1'~ of thi::: ITou"': bY tt'll and fix 
cit:v cruotas in ,:;:nch a \\ tv ~s to further 
ilH'ir oh.i•'ct in th" dlrLcrlion I haYo 
ind_ir=ttcd. ·~ 

Let u-, C'Xrtn.li_;_h.~ that phrase-

,, Fix cit:,- quota·3 in such a \Ya~- as to 
fnrtht l' thf'ir object in the dir0~·tion I 
haYc indientcd." 

ff v.-c do fix 
\.Yay, does llOt 

''itting n1c1nbor 

)fr. Po!~>:.OCK: 

cit'f quotas in an cuuitablc 
affect lTIC and eycr~y other 

saL'1C as anybody c]·lc? 

::\ot if you arc a fixer. 

The -'>TTORXEY-GE='iER,\.L: 'c· .. It 
w:ll on]~- be ~ cldinite quota, , nd -,-.hat could 
:•e nlOl'l' c-.:lntable than that? So :ar a. thr 
rltie:-;; 2rt-, cmJccrned. \\'e clefinit _~ly caDnot r~o 
~H:>lo •.' 8.028 Yotoc;. Y¥That is unjust abo\.tt. 
that? \Y_t: arc giYing onrsclYes un 
chanc•' wnh eY<TYborh C>l'c. \Yhat 
op.r)o.:-:ition to tha{! SJ far as I can 1n!1l:e 
out, th -re art> t\Yent~~ ('OU:n1I\- seat~ below 
the: nl:niLlUln quota. o; 6.424; there arP cighl 
Bnsbane sc1br below the quota of 8.029: ancl 
there a re six of the f on ether rities below the 
C}U0~ 1, of 7.C)0. Let 1n0 gin~ thiti cornn~ni~on. 
\\hen tht~ l.st e1L-:tion took p]-,cc ~in 1929 
t 1)crP \V ere four ::VIinis:ters of the Crown OL!f' 
of thnn the ).Iinistel' in charge o~ the' eh··­
toral law. holding seats under t:hpse condi­
tio'"· ThP hon. mtubN for Flinders hnl 
2 6.52 on 1Jis roll. I111agin~ guin,:r for an 
<>lcr·t:cm -xith 2.652 people on the 1:;,11! 

:'v1r. POLLOCK : On tho election day there 
might be 8,000 on that roll. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEIL\L; But the 
facl is that there \Hre not. The Home Soc­
retu~· \"cnt to the last election with 3 337 
on his rol1. f)_'hc hon. n:.crnbcr for Brisb~ne, 
who v ,1s Scet,terv for Public \Vorks, went 
to the elN ,me >Yith 5.359 ol0ctors on the roll. 
and the• then fOpcretary for I'ublic Lands, the 
late member for G~·mpie, wont to the electors 
>Yith 5.292 on his roll. C:onlrl am.-thing be 
n1nrc ·ridiculous? · 

:'I.Ir. HYl.£P: That WR· the quota then. 

The \.TTUfC\F;Y-GE"\ERAL: Lot rno 
nwk0 a cmnparis -n \Yith '\Vhat we arc• doing 
to~day, T1J·~" PrPlnier's rninimUill nuota is 
6.424; he ' 6.~00 on hi., roll. anrl h~, tlwrc­
fol'C only t\· c:1ty-four short. " I cnn quoting 

the 1lini t0r-; who nrc uitder tho quota. \Ye 
<ll"P not going to lea'·· them under the quota. 
but intend to bring them up to it. IV" are 
going to ask the1n t.o go to dl8 elections and 
face rr1ore electors tb'l11 they haYc done in 
the past. The Sec'·ohrJ, for Public Lands 
Lo- 6,149, or a ·hortag-c of 275; the Sc 0 -

retarY for n -. ihY _\ T-s has 3.592, ·er a shortn ~. '> 

o£ 1,032, and the Homo Secretary has 4,552, 
or a shortag0 of 1,872. The SL·crctary for 
).lines lus 3,3['1----a ~hortr g-c of 3.038. I hav0 
6.315-a '·l10rtage of 1, 714. \',~e arc bound 
trJ n1ake altc'l·ation_, \. ith rcspc2t to the 
electorate; of those ~i"{ ~Iinister3. Thcv are 
all going i::'t:)- the 1nc-lting pot-into the l;ancL 
of the ~mn1ni~::i~n1. \Y! tt i~ going to hap­
rcn to the clcetor.1te of t!w Sr '.:'l'Ctary for 
~lines, that ·ci the IIon1o Sncretnry, 'or to 
n1~· 0\YD? \Y C' nr-· r.ot goii ~ to th:- cl~:ctor.~ 
with tho3o sbort figures. \Yt~ arc ':j'Oing to 
bring ourselves up io the qu0t ,, and pcr­
h~lp:-: aboYe it, '1Ceo.._din · to \vhat. tllc coln­
Inis::iioncrs deeidc. In oth--·r ~. ord~. aro 
~ ntir0lv in the hancL of the ( ,Jmmissioners. 
_..'!.,n::·thtng 1na~ h ··:}p<:n to u~-. bt~t \Y8 a1·c 
-loing it ljkc lTI('l1. \Ye arc goin""': to an 
PlPrtion in th~ \Yfl",~ hon. opposite 
did. Snrcly they Ought not · v· a, word 
r:.bout what \'.·c ar0 (1oing. · t.h0 hon. 
mernber for Flinch-:r~, Y:ho httd a roll -of 
2,652 at election t'rn,'. \Yhil,t my friend the 
Sccr:'tn:~.~ for ruhlic II, truction, had SOlllC: 

12.000. 

Th-, SrcnET.'RY FOR P1JDLIC 
The 1nOrP the 1nerri('r-·"thc 
n1ajority. 

[XSTRUCTION : 
bigger the 

The ATTOR:\EY-GE:"ER/\L: I am sme 
that cnrybody \Yho thinks fairly will agree 
that it. is tirne ihPrc \'i'a3 a redistribution. 
a "3 \'vell a:> that it is time that thr r,_, \<E~ a 
l'('fhl-.tion in the nu·11bf'r of n1F'I y-.,:'hr1.t 
,,-as the position at the time the 1929 
£ten,,ral 0lcction? The nurnb(r 0~1 the' roll::; 
~Yas 490,338; thP sbtutory quoiv. was 6,810; 
tl1u t=.tatutorv Jninln1LliTI \Ya~ 5.--t-18; and the 
.'tatutor17 111axinnnn 8.172. Thr: electorate:;; 
\Yhich ,\rcrc aboYo the ~tatut.ory tnax:in1un1 
rrttmbered three held by mrm.bers of the 
C'JYernment Party at that tin1c. novv the 
(\ppmition. and ten heH b~· the Oppo·ition 
<lt that tin1C\ no\V the (~OY(~rnnlent. T~he 
lc:tler--that i'. the seats he1d by member.; 
of the then Oppo:'itiml---h:t ·1 the follo'.Ying 
Pnrolme~t3 :~ 

I~JJC6gTra 

Lo~;fln 
Ox~~·~­

l\nndah 
Tco-~Yoll:' 
S_lndg te 
\Vindsor 
Cooroora 
Toon1bui 
\Y y nl~ ·Lrrn 

11.739 
11.583 
11.024 
10.251 

9.176 
9.079 
8.900 
8.722 
8.393 
8,190 

f')f ihe ~eat \ hich were held bv 1ncrnLcrs o£ 
tire GoYCl'll!/1":.v, l-ow the ol;rosibon, the 
~·-'n.ts aboYe tln~ q1~oh:t IYCre :~ 

BulinllJa 
I(~l·:in GrOYtJ 

llerbc·rt 

11,575 
1,502 
3,289 

The clectontes bel·- the st~tulory quoL1 
rnunberL,_~ ~ e:b·htC'1 n, onl~- one uf ~,'--hi eh vvas 
held b-:· ·1_ mctnbcr of the pr\.'S<:nt GovernrrH ~lt 
Party,· theu th0 (lpposition, the rernainin· 
seYentePn ~cing h ld b.v7 1nernbcr3 of the pre~ 
~(~nt Oppo~itio.n, thl:!1 the Government Party 
The seYC'Htf'Cll sr .l.ts which ·were belo\v the 

Ilon. N. P. ]Jacgroarty.] 
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quota ard held b,~ the membc;·s of the pre~ 
sent Opposition \\·0re :­

Barcoo 
Brisbane 
~Iaranoa 
::\1itchdl 
Uyrnpic 
Rockhampto;r 
\Varrcgo 
TowiCsYillc 
Lcichharclt 
Burke 
Cook 
Chillagoe 
Quc·•nton 
GreU'or-
Ch ~ter.s Tc .-;c•rs 
1viount l\lor,y'an 

5,415 
5.359 
s:336 
5.319 
5.292 
5.227 
5.074 
5,016 
4.772 
4.433 
4.432 
4,369 
4,025 
3.927 
3,821 
3,3q7 

Flindnr~ ~ 

The seat held [Jy a 
( ~oYernrncnt Pa;·ty, 

2.652 
member of the present 
tl•en the Opposition, 

was:-
4.544 

Th"rc tan Le 1 ) gai.n~aying the fact that 
nothing can LJt' U1·0·re unjust than that; and 
ih, Labour PartY-tile Governn1· 11t of the 
day-n1nst t1-kc the rcsponsibil ity for 5oing 
to the electors after nllowin, their scat,; tu 
fall so !llW'h bc•lo·y t.h( r~1inin1unt quot_L That 
is thci r icl2a of justice; but the people 
~. Jhcd that it Y'i U'3 11ot th•·ir idea of jlJ:;;tico 
b:· putting this GoYornn1enL illt'l powcl'. 

:\ow I , cmt t<' refer to some of the hon. 
nh ... 'nlbers ~ . .ylw bctraYcl alann on the initia­
t}mJ of fii, nH~asui:e. It i:3 in·icresting to 
J:ote that the hon. m ·:rnLers 1-vho are 111031:: 

cLlr,.rrncd .about thu propo:-:cd redistribution 
re the hon. ruernbers for Flindcrs, Gregory, 

Leichhardt, ~lount ~organ, and \Yarrcgo. 
The new c lectoral quota will be arrived at 
on the ba" "s of the po'Julation as :-t 3Dt~t 
,Tunc, 1931; and in that conm, tion it is 
intcresbng to ob."'0rYo tbost:> figures sho\Ying 
the llumber of electors on the roll at the 
dates rncntionecl-

EJtictora t e. 

Flindcrs 
Gregory 
I.richhardt 
)[t. 1\Iorg:m 
Warrego~ 

Enrolment nt 
:::!1st Derrrnber, 

1!128. 
I 

I 

Enrolment at 
30th .June, 

19:)]. 

-~ -·-------·~ 

: 

3,377 
3,086 
+,539 
3,120 
4,205 

It mnst be rcmcmbcrecl that at the la-t 
f'lC{'tions thorc \Ycre ::::cYeLtc,:n ~cats with 
nU111bcrs b< lo· the F>i-fttutorY n1iniunnn. I 
< on]d contin1."H·~ to rr1akc carnp ~rison~ to pL·ovo 
"onclusiYc]•. that the Government of that 

- wnre Dot in +he adnJ!JJ)f-;tration of 
('Lctoral They praYed b:,- tlieir 

nction'~ that it 'vas ti1nc that a redistribu­
tion ~,ras carrie-d out. 'l_lh' hon. n<'nJbcr 
fur Grcgory sLttcd that the prc.;;;cnt Goycrn­
rncnt p1·opcs0cl to ere·, tc a big hurdlo for 
Labour; but [ would remind him tLat th~t 
hurdl0 as ere a h. J by hi::: own GoY( ~·nment 
in fixing such quou~ <:L::l to render a rcdis­
tril·ution ncct ~:try. The prp~cnt GoYernmcnt 
no1-v propo· .:~ only to sC't' up an equitable 
rld1c..tribntlon v-jth .a. Yie,w to rirrhting a 
wrong H1at should ha-'1-c been corrc~tecl long 
ago. 

Tlw hon. member for Flinden stat<'cl that, 
if " Th,• Electoral Districts Ack 1910 to 
1922" were rojwnlod bv 1 his Bill. there 
would be no legal ma~hirrcry to deal with a 

[Hon. N. F. Jfacgroarty. 

<:asual vacancy, but he is entirely VL'Ong. 
fn my opinion, clauco 2 of the Bill rerains all 
the power contained in the cxisti:u~ electoral 
law so far a, that power may be required 
in connection ,,~ith the present Parliament. 

::'>Ir. :\IuLLAX: It coyers onlv section 13 of 
the exis6ng _Act. ~ 

TLe ATTOE:\EY~GE?\ERAL: In my 
opinion. clause 2 of the Bill rc··ervcs all the 
existing right~- and pov.-crs. 'l'bc hon. 
member for Flindcrs al'o complained that 
clause 15 was a dangerous clausf, having. 
regard to il·· r<'lation to sed ion 100 of the 
Election~ Act. Clanse 15 i~ onlv a 1nachinery 
clause; hut evidently the hon~ member for· 
Flinder.~ consider:, it a c:angcrous clause, 
belicYing I hat a bad Go,-crnm~ nt like the 
pn ·.:cnt Co,~c·1·nn1ent-brrtl in hi.~ opinion­
nJight do ~mncthing tcn·jblc) and that -.·. d­

'honld be v. atched. 
Mr. 7~InuCo~: I did not say that. 

The ATTOlU\EY-GK~ERAL: The hon. 
ln"In ber c_'rt_tin]~. gaxe nH~ the itnprt "8ion 
that he believ~ed thut the pi·csent Govern~ 
ment would do somct:1ing· tt rrible unle" 
t-hey \:ere \Yatch()d by a regular politicia11 like 
the hon. member for Flindr;rs. The hc"1. 
m ern ber ".1s blindly followed by the hon. 
1nen1lwr for ~lnndingburra and thE.... horL 
m m J<'r for Leichhardt, vd10 decided t<> 
adopt the contention of the hem. uembet' 
for Fljnders as tbe ba3is for thci1· speeches. 
They also contended that it was not right 
to lctvc the power referred to in tile h.,ndo 
of 1he Goverlllllcnt, bQcatr"~ ~hr,y rnight do 
E:otnetl1in,g ·wrong. 

It j .. really laughable to he;.r members of 
the Opposition talking like this. I am nor. 
going to enter it:to any gcncralitiPs to prove 
my case; but I will tell this House what 
the hen. member for Flinders end his Go, 
vernment did at the last election. The hon. 
rnen1ber for Flh:;,ders ,yould hnve us bolieye 
that section 100 vvas only put into the Act 
pa0sed by hio C oyernmcnt to r;ive the sol~ 
diers an opportLmity of votin"". 

:Mr. ::'>1CLLAX: And to deal with general 
clcctinns. 

The ATTOR:\EY-GENERAL: Section 
lOO says this-

" The Gon·rnor in Council mav from 
time to time make regulations provid­
ing for all or any pnrp0'9S, whether 
general or to meet particular cn9es, that 
mav be com enient for the administra­
tio·1 of this Act or that may be nece,sary 
or expedient to carry out the object' 
and purpose,, of this Act, including pro­
Yision for ;dl matters enabling electors 
absent from Queensland to exercise the 
right to Yot<-, either personally or by 
persons nominated bv them for that 
purpose." ~ 

I repeat that the hon. mc·mbcr for Flinders 
strc·,sed that point. I certainly got thn 
improc•sion that that was the real purpo c 
of that section-to enable suldicrs to Yote. 
Then the section goe.c on-

" and. "-here there mav be in this A_-:, 
no provision or no sUfficient proYision 
in rcspcc~ of any n1attcr or thing nv ~ 
sary or expedient to giYe effect to this 
Act, proYiding for and supplying such 
on1i~-;ion or insufficiency." 

Section 15 was put into this Biil purely 
for the purpo~se of providing the necessary 
ntachinery to help the con1I11i~sion0r:: to {10 
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what i.;; required of them in carrying out 
tb ir job; and we do not llr?pos" to do 
anything that will be f1UCsbonabk. It 
will be found that the Government do not 
desire or intend to do anything that is 
questionabl?. The hon. :nemb~r for J!lmders 
did -rmcthmg under this section >yhich was 
cel"tainly questionable. The electwns were 
lwld on 11th May, 1929. On lOth May, 
1929. the hon. member for Flinders issued 
a regulation under section lOO which he 
~-ave us to believe y·as only put in the Act 
to give soldiers an opportunity of voting. 

::Yh. MULL.\"f: I did nothing of the sort. 

The ATTORKEY-GENER_'I.L: That is the 
impression I got. I intend to re.1d the 
rcrulation which the lat<e Government made 
ono lOth Mav 1929. Th;" hon. member for 
Flinders wa·s' then the JHinister in char go 
of the administration of the Act. 

::Yir. MuLLAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a 
point of order. I have been misrepresented 
l1v the Attorncv-General in a manner that 
i; DOt fair. I specifkally stated in the dis­
euss'on on the initiatory stage of this Bill 
that section 100 ''as introduced into the 
_\et for the specific purpo' . firstly, of giv­
inq the soldiers a .-otc, and. sr{·ondly. of 
gi-..incr the Govcrnn1ent emergency powers 
to d~al with anvthing dm·inq a general 
election. I insist" upon the l'viinister with­
drawing that misrepre,entation. 

::Yh. SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the 
:\Iinister to accept the explanation of the 
hon. member for Flinder.s, and to withdraw. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do not 
propose to withdraw. I .ugp:cst. and repeat, 
thc.t th'l hon. member for Flinders gave mo 
that improsJion, and stressed the fact. 

:\h. SPEAKER : Orcler! The hon. 
gcntlt<man must withdraw. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Withdraw 
what' 

?fr. SPEAI\J<:B.: The statcm< nt +o which 
the hon. rncmhe,· for Flinders objects-the 
·'atemcnt in which he says the hon. gentle­
D1f1n misrepreRclltcd him. 

Thr ATTORNEY-GENERAL: \Yhat did 
I sa\ ? 

:\I;·. :\h;LLAN: I hav<' told you. Don't 
c·ou nnrlerstand English' 

:\'lr. SPEj.KER: 1 ask the hon. gentle­
lllafl tco withdraw. 

The ATTORNEY-GE::\ER_\L: What did 
I say? Surely I am entitled to know >Yhat 
it is that the hon. mei;~bcr c")mplams of? 

::Ylr. MuLLAN: If the _\ttornev-General does 
not understand what I :-aid a- few moments 
ago, then _he does not nnrlcrstand English. 

i\Ir. ·SPEAKER: I ask tho l1on. monber 
for Flinders to repeat the matter he com­
p~ 1-ins of. 

:Vlr. ?.IuLLAN: On the ftrst reading of the 
Bill I stated that section 100 of the Elec­
tions Act was introduced bv the Government 
of the da~ for t'.no spccifl~-- rC'asonf-.-~-nan1P1:v, 
f1rstlv to confer the utmost facilities on the 
soldie;·s to give them an opportunity of vot­
ing, and, secondly, to give the GoYcrn~ent 
emergency powers to cover every possible 
contingency which might arise in the con­
duct of a gewral election. ·when the 
:\IinistN 'tiel that tho onlv reason whv the 
iat0 Government issuPd tlie rt•gulatiorl was 
to deal with the soldiers' vot0s, I said that 
he w~s entirely wrong. I demand that he 

withdraw that statement, as it misrepre­
sents my position. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hem. member has 
t.·kcn an objection to '-'.'hat the Attorney­
General has said. He says that whttt he 
nid was quite -diffncnt from what tho 
At'ornev-Go,eral has tid; and, while the 
hon. meinbcr takes up that poaiUon in regard 
to what the Attorney-General said, it is 
only right ~·nd proper, ac:::ording to parlia­
mentary nsftgc, that the Attorney-General 
sLould withdnv.,' his staLment. 

'l'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL: \Vhat 
statement? 

:\Ir. SPEAKER: I ask the Attorcoey­
Gencral to \Yithdraw. 

The ATTOHNEY-C:E:\EIL\L: 1 am nd 
going to withdraw .,-hat I did not say. I 
s~id the hon. 1neubcr ga; r: 1ne that ixnpres~ 
SlOD, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I a"k the Attorney­
General to y·ithdraw. Th-· hon. member 
said that the Attorney-General misrepre­
sentee! the position, and the Attorney­
General must withdraw the statement. 

The A'TTORNEY-GE::\'ERAL: In order 
to get on >vith the Bill. and in dcierencc to 
you, Mr. Sp'Caker, I withdmw. 

::Yir. l\Iur.L.lN: Now your case has go m·. 

1'ho A1'TORNEY-GENERAL: Only 
through parliamentai-:/ pro< odl!re. The hon. 
member for Flindors gave me the impres­
sion that one of tht:.' n1ain reeu)ns '~ hv he 
intro-dnccd section 100 was to givo the- sol­
diers a vote. Ho says now that he also 
s;.id that it was abo introduc~d to give the 
Co..-crnmont an opportunity to make an 
alteration to n1ect any ernergcncy under tho 
Ele:~~ions ...:'\et. .Afte·r I n ·urn-· xny seat, 
I will read the hon. n·emb.cr's speech the 
first opportnnit;- I get. \Yhat the hon. 
member said was this-

" One of the reason·,, why Eo nnwh 
scope was all owe :l in that section was 
to enable the Go,-ernment to give the 
men at !'he front -a ,-ote." 

:Vlr. CooPER: Read the next paragraph. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The next 
paragraph reads-

" There was also rtnother good re:} :;on 
for the inclmion of section 100 in the 
Elections Act in 1915; that was to give 
the Government a wide latitude in the 
conduct of a general election." 

I repeat that the hon. member gave me the 
imprnsion that one of the m-ain reasons for 
section 100 was to giYe the soldiers a vote. 
\Vhat did the hon. member for Flindcrs do 
on the eve of the 1929 election? 'rhe elec­
tions were held on llt'h May, 1929, and the 
Go,-ernment of the day, through tho hon. 
n:!.cmbor for FEnders, brought in a rP,S'Ula~ 
tion on lOth :;;rav. Is that not an outlandish 
position? \Vhat was •"rong with the 2nd 
::Yiav or the 3rd ;\Iav? But no, ''n lOth 
?.Ia;~-on the vEiTy eve of the elecbon-they 
got an inspjration to bring in a rcp-ulat-ion, 
and I unhesitatingly charge the hon. rni>mber 
for Flindet '· with doing something that was 
not right, particularly ia bringiJ_Jg in a 
regul<Ltion on the eve of an electwn. s_uch 
as it was, and in view of what transpucd 
afterwards. 

This regulation had reference to section 
69, " Absent votes," and it read-

" 51. (a) Fer the purpose'S of scciio_11 
69 of the said Act, if any ele-ctor Is 

Hon. N. P. illacgroarty.] 
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unable to read or i;- bli1Jd, he mu~ si2·n 
the cndorsenH~nt upon Lh~~ C'JlY('lopc as 
required by subsection (2) of the said 
srction by rnrtking his P':trk th0rcto in 
the prc-·enec of the presiding offir·cr and. 
if tlwy desire to be present. in the 
presence and si~ht of the poll clerks, 
candid:-ttr:>7 ana scrutineers, l{llld the 
l"''"iding officer shall upon such endorse­
lunnt certify that tho quf lions and 
ansv.Tt..n·s so C'""'-dor~ed on the f'nYe1op<1 

"\Vcre pre~,.,ioudy road over and explain'-·d 
to such nlcotol' prcYions1y to h~s o 
mr king his nr.u·k aLJ that f:uth elector 
undf?r-_tood the nature and content" 
thereof. 

"(1;) For the purpooeo of subsc,•c:, m 
(6) and (7) of section 69 aforc.crtid, tiw 
pr·- 'l~d~np; efiiror may rer-ord the yotc of 
an v elr:tor rcfencrl. to in the· last pre­
ceding paragraph by writing for ><uch 
eleetOr, in the prr "cncc of the per~ on'"' 
specifi0d in the afore·~1id paragr:].ph 
hereof, the name of the candidate or 
(in the case of a cooctir>ge'nt vote) the 
canchdLtcs fo1· \\·hOin such elector d'--sircs 
to vole. 

"(r·) For ali the purpose.' c,f 
69 aforp~aid the n1 .. rk ~o nt::tde anv 
'uch ckctor as hereiP.beforc spcciflccl 
slwll be his sign<ttul'e." 

That is the important part. 

At tlw la. t election the hon. mcmL.'r for 
Brisbane won by n :rnajority of bYcr:.t~'­
f'ight \"Dtc~. Th0 absent Yot'cs cast in ihe 
Bri:;banD elector te tu1Cler r,;:tion 69 '\Yerc-

Kir;· an 214 
Th, tchcr 162 

::\Iajority of ab:;;cnt vote.:; for Kir\. an 
over Thatcher 52 

A rcmarlc,ble thing !het the Govccn-
nwr:t thP day &aw fit -t'·> give an 
tion to ;>iter th0 pnsition in rc;:ard to 
votes just the dav before the election! That 
is one of iho remits-a mosl remarkable 
coincidcnc0! It.' is further interf'",tlng to 
know tint in section 69 it is proYi.cled-

" That the ':oter shall l'f'cord his vote 
by writing WJ the second page of the 
ballot-paper the mme of the condidatc 
for \vhom he votes." 

:'.1r. PoLLOCK: \Vhat is wrong \Yiih thai? 

The _\TTORNEY-GEXER\L: I t 11ink it 
is distinctly in1propcr for the Government 
of the day to is';ue a regulation on the eve 
of tho eLction. L~"nder scrtion 61 thero i-; 
a provision \vhcrcby a Yoter who cannot 
\nil\'. his name may voto by the presiding 
ofiiccr n1aking a n1ark for hint; but it is a 
mnst re'narkablc thing that the Government 
of the day [ tw f1t to bri11p- in uch a regula­
tion on the ',-o of the election. \Ye find 
one of thr,ir nten1bcrs \: HliJing h~s se1t on 
the a Lent: vote ! 

)., c;ood -eh -cl lE' been nid by the Oppo· 
',ition ~ lth rco;ard to the alt~1·2.tion of thr~ 
rl sidential quctliflcations of clc ctors. The:­
cdticise us. and SHY that in n1aking the 
l'(~Pidcntial qualjfieation three n1o-nths Vd" are 
disfranrhi -ing iho nm.nad and the tra;n_,Jling 
v;orkel~. I ·. 1y that is all non,-cns.J and 
n1oonshine. EnJry 1cspecta ble \Yorker can 
retain his voto "i.vhcrov"r hi~ residt'nce nta\~ 
be, whether in a hoteL boarding-house, or ii1 
a tent. 

An 0PI'OSTTION l\JEvnr~: ITow is h"" going 
(o do it'? 

[lion. y 
•'. P. J1Jacgroarty. 

The .\T'l'ORc'\EY-GE:\EJlAL: nv loav­
in~~· his ruune on the roll. That scctlnn was 
pu.t in the Elections Act to cnto rr dcliLNate 
int'cn\ion on the part cf the l"''t Gc,,·crn­
nlent -~,J haYc a cro,vd of work.rv·" 1ncn 
take" up into a .cli3b·ict to vote. (Opposition 
dis'-_·nt.) The three months' qualjfication i3 
t_r- p ycnt any such thlr;~; being done, and 
lt i~ a ·yer5· desirable <.-::.nn~dnier:t. 

The ho:L !nen1ber for Fassiff'l'll, v~·lJ _n 
spf tking at tho initiatcry stage of tL-: BillJ 

.. id·-
~- This n1otion pro]lo~r__,, thai it is desir­

::~Jle to introt:'~Cc a D~1lJ ~nuon~st other 
ihings, to rno.ke prO\"i -ion for th{" br:ttcl' 
repres :nt.~t:ion of the peoplB of Queens­
land in Parliaruen-;- I wondc;_· if the 
proule of Qucenc;land will not thomselvcs 
tr:kP n. hand in ·on fnr 
th~~ir bctt• r rcprc P 'rlia-
rnent.'' 

I am at a loss to understand hat !he lwc. 
·,;cmLcr rr.e ·nt by that. 

:r:r. v~~H~XHOLT: Exactly what ho j J,·o. 

ATS.'ORNE¥-GE~EK\L: If the ho11. 
n1et11h Lhar the people of Qu._cr.:5-

caH t' .. ke a h:1nd and h:~ Y ~ b..:tter rcp~·e­
sCliUttiou by,. }'(~rhaps, puting lllC' a·, WPJl ll.-i 

other:-) out and putting in si:x.i:) -hYo nlCinbcrs 
of the ,', nnc qudlity as himself, rnoro power 
to tl1···m if thcv desire it. ·we arc :cot 
frighteJ;ed of tlve people. 'IY c will go Le fore 
tLi'lll '"ith c-cnfidence; and, if th-::y considc•r 
they It1U:-'L ha' e better representation, \Y0 

sh<:dl bo·,c to them; aml we hope that tlw 
nc·:r C~on'rntnC'IIt \vjll du son1e:thinR; that wn 
han· C'ndeavourcd to do while we have been 
i~1 office. 1 t has bePn unpupular to do 
r~ain things; but we hav<:: done the1n. 

!Ll fear tho people; and, if the hon. 
n1t 'r for Fassifern rneans that the sting 
i·1 the bil of the Bill ;, that the Gcn·ern-

\\-ill ou':
1 

\Y:J :::hrrll bow to the will 
G P" 

There was al'o a leading artic'e in th·· 
"L'.tilv :Ciail '' after the initiation of the 
Biil _,··1ich complained bitterly of clau,e 14, 
·p,-h('rf'by \YP gi\·e p.yccr t'o a. future r_d:f:tri-
1-:utior:. of elcc:toratcs. I have rro l1o~itation 
jn sayill

0 
th..tt I entirely disagree \\ ith the 

" D•1ih :\fail." Do they snggc t that \\'•' 
,;10ulrl 'nv that under this Bill there mu.st 
L(~ a r\::di.,,trl:)nt~on in ilnec vcnr;-;! fi'. v~...ars. 
or t('n Yco.r ? It would Gc ri(Uf'ulol;S fnr 
u·. to do' tlwt; but \\'O shall lcrtY<' that cl a us' 
in th ·. Bill. It ,,·as in lhl 1910 Ad; an cl we 
r·i·•.;o fnt ure G on;rrnncnt "· '·hoever they rnay 
be, t ~le po,, er to say wl'r nPvcr they think 
fit that th0re Rlw.ll bt~ a redistribution. If 
;,ye \n:~·t~ rnake it rnandatory that it 
sLouk~ l""c in five ycar3, and "\YC \Yore 
rot then iu 1)0\YC>r. the Gon~rnrn0nt of th0 
lav -\YOLdd br _,_e-ntitled to sa.v, " \"'\"c ,rf' going 
to· the country, nud it is for u;, to fa~: 
'··h. the~· shall bo a redistribution." 
The onlv thing to do is to put such 
a clau:::'-; in the Bill. 

\\"c h'\'C no ide-a, how these alteratioc·,o 
''ill "\Y'n·k out. E\·crv n1e1nbcr goc3 i11to i he 
rnclting pot and is i; t~IC hn,IJds of th,_· C'On1-

n~i,,-,·~ioncrs. lion. rnernl.Jors oppo:-.itc cannot 
deny that nobody knows ~,,hat will ha ppcil 
j o et numl'''r of seats r, presented by memLcr' 
on this sic1c. I haYe alrc:ccly instanced the 
seat of th0 Scrretar-- for Hincs and the 

nf the li01T1C ScCrc-tar:--. \Ye are all in 
DIPltiP::· JY}t; and >.YC do !lOt kr..:.O\Y \.Y}Ja L 

th0 ~ornn11ss~oncrs wjll do. '.Y c lea vc it to 
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them to Jo the just thing. vVe have not 
<t1ccidcJ npen tlh' peT~OllnL'l of the cornmis­
f~on: l_':tt ,,-c hav0 declded ihat a redistribu­
tion of ,cats IS highl: desirable in the 
inlon•st· of the country and of the electors. 
All T'cdianwnt do~s is to decide the basis, 
"hi eh is sr. out in clause 7 of tho Bill. No 
"('lcctorate 'Yill bo Lclov,r the minin1Un1, and 
no elcctor .. tc will be abovo the maximum. 
Ever: d('eiora·L~ '.Yill Lo eCluit· _Lh- clcaH, with 
unLl.c~· tlw Cf1uitablo ba~i~ set Out in that 
<Ja 1 b:._\ ·whicl1 proYidr·s that the comnl;"s1onc:·s 
111ay aJopt a ruargi 1.. of allovvancc; but in 
no rase shall the quota bo dc·partcd from 
·L_) a g:· atcr c>~tent tlu.tn one-fifth 1nore or 
o:oc-ffth lo··s; so that, in respect of a pro-

dcctontl district which is y;hollv conl­
J of .a cit·y or cmnpri~od of a ~Jaft of a 

city tho approximate number of doctors 
chall not be less than the quoh-"tltat is to 

, 8.029. ln clt"torates wholly comprised 
the ten citic's set out in tlw Loce>l Autho­

Ti1-i0.; _-\et. or in cle~torates -..vhich are com-
Jlris d of r·art of tho c cities, the enrolment 
lwJl not : (' allowed to fall bdo"\v thf! quota 

Lxcd-vi"., '1.000. Ekctoratcs oulsidP >"itir-s 
shall not contain fewer than 6,424 clector3. 

1\'Jr. f-:TOPI'ORD: \Yhy shou1d Gyn1pic and 
Chartt'r:;: Towers bo treated like th 'd? 

The A TTORNEY-GE:N'ERAL: Because 
t}lf r L~re l'OCo'Tnised a~ citic~. \Ye a1~ (~ldea­
Ycurii1~ tO ncl:PSCrihc f"u fair basi5; and WC 

{'011':,-[(.-._· thn1 in that c1au<~ vye have done 
, o. I 1. :mclnde by saying that I haYo con­
(; den _r that. the electorates will be equitabl~~ 
distrihutrd in ac:ordanco '.Yith the Act, and 
thd the commissioners will do a fnir thinp; 
bv c•Yervbodv, no rnatter on ·\\·hich side o£ 
tl~e IIon~:-3e hC. 111a7 ~it. l bog to 11 .J\'C'-

,, Th.·t lLe Bill l;c llGV\' read a second 
time." 

\t 5.16 p.m., 
Tlw CE'TR:1L\:\ OF CO::\DJITTEES (Jlr. Rolul'fs, 

I 1f;<t nom~ (t) relieved J\Ir. Spraker ill 

the nr. 

\r. FURGA'\ S~IITII (Jiaclcay) [5.16]: 
th0 hon. gentleman's sceond rcad­
,.E r~- { lo;.,cly; and I n1nst say that 

llC'\-~ _,.· hc·nd a. Nijn1~icr rnoving the~ 
rl'Hdinr; of an i1nportant Bill rn.aking 

S1H h hi:a\ ..,. ln~ather. This Bi]l contalns 
definite prin .ipl(~s, but there was no attctnpt 
bv tht• .\ ttorno~.·-Gcrwral to affirm those 
ra·inciplc · or CXJ1lain what they 1ncan. 

A rcdi iribvHon of seats is required fre· 
fJnrntly in a Stale like Que0nsland, where 
populatio:L lllOYCS fron1 place to place, and 
the nun1ber::; 'orithin a given eleC'tnrate are 
aff(·'·tcd by changes in industry. Th(~ 
l\Iinister l10intcd out that ct'rtain clector­
<-ltrs no;, contain fe\,:cr electors than j.,; 
;1110\,alJle. haYing re::;·ard to the- margin 
t··lo'v thr> ouota. 'J.1here is an obvious .and 
v·ell-kno- n ·reason for that. It is due to 
the sluu1p i~1 111ining r:nd the unfavonrab]o 
t~onclitions in the pa _toral indu:ctry. All tho 

' Y:hich the hon. gentleman r1uoted 
fr_ov. er than the permissible margin 

1 quub hac! their coned numbers 
~lector.;; whr:n our redistribution took 

plaeC': l1nt. ith the slun1p in prices of 
InPtals, drou...,.ht~. and the declining ~..-oo~ 
Yalue'. thoso deptoratcs \Yero naturallv 
-dermC!etl of population, no C'l11p1,.:>ynwn~t 

ther<' for tho groat bulk of 
That is tho reason whv 

from time to time the cnrolmrn't 
m ,-ari0u·' elec·toratcs fluctuates. Nobody 

r1rgucs that a rcdls~ribution should net take 
place. A redistribution v. oulcl haYo bee" 
required Juring the life of the present Par­
lian1 .nt. y<;hatcvcr Go>:ernrncnt "\>:ere in 
povn~r. , \'~{o arc 1n no way making aHy cOLl-
1)lainL ::dJout a redistribution: t;ro,·ido<...l 
that it j., done 111 a proper manner in tlu: 
ir:tcr-·~t;; of the country, ._.nd in fair an-t 
cquitaLle Y.<:ty. 

The Bill deliberately prm·ides for a reduc­
tion in th(J number d rn0mbers of Parlia­
mcn~; but no argument hac been put for­
\\-ard by tho Attorney-General in support of 
that proposal. It is .said that to some extent 
tlwt might be justified on th ground that 
Sir &mnucl Grifiith nro..:.-idod for se\·cntv-two 
HL'Inbcrs of P.~rlL•n1~nt in 1887; thut fcJcra­
tinn has sjnc~ tak,.....l place, and thrrt the 
re.~pons}biiitif's of n1cn1bcrs of ParE 1n0nt 
had declinrd to the extpnt of th~"' powers 
that have bcPn Yf:;;tcd in the Conunornvcalth. 
\Ylwn the numbc r of electorates wac first 
fi ,:c'd at f·.:Yenty-bYo, a LcgislatiYe Council 
\Yas in existence in Qupcn:::;la· ,1 lu_lving powers 
co-equal to a Y-T:V lD.rJre 0xt0nt \Yith the 
I_.,~ ~~Islahn: As"Prnbl~y· rrhc Lf't- is~ative Coun­
cil has sinr0 bPen aboli2hf J, and the respon­
sibilih- and the 1'!0rk of tJJ., Legislative 
Assr1nbly has correspondingly increa~cd. In 
addition. e1·rry etudont. of political reform 
and of Jlolitir·:-1 c\'cni·~ of th0 prc·cnt day 
n1u3t r0ali~c that th _:_' 1nifkations of gcvern­
ment haY cxt•ndcd enorn1ously durir,1 the 
past ten to tvy~nty year,_-; that Govcrnrrienb. 
and Parlian1cnt:-:; haYe cnlerpd into rcaltns of 
<l'-·t.ivity th tt v, ,_,re not forn1erly reg~lrdPd as 
the propr-- fnnrtio-, of th2 State; and that 
the compliratr'cl nwchanism as a rccu!t of the 
cconornic devc1opn1e:1t of lh0 country h,_Ls 
p}accd incn 'ls?d re pon"ibilities upon n1cn1-
bers of PL rlia1nr·nt iu countless different 
rlirrctions; >O that we cannot ap;rce with the 
Attorncv-General that anv clcclinc in the 
J'Dspons{bilitif of Pnr1iarn0nt hfls any rela­
tion to the nun1brr of n,C'Jnbcl's; nor can it 
b0 nrgcd n..:: a reason for reducing the num­
lwr by ten. 

The Aitorncv-Gr-neral later contradiC'ted 
hin1 .f'lf wl1'l1 he ;-;pok2 :tgainst unificc;_tion 
and arguc...-1 for the prc~crYntion of our cxi~t­
ing soYC1'0ifrn powers. A furthe1· reason n1u~t 
be found foe the reduction of the number 
b·c ten. \Yhat partieular merit i there in 
a· Parliament of si~tv-h• o members 9 If a 
r:,duction i~ reqnirerl." then why not an ade­
qlwte rC'duction? \V.hat particular mPrit is 
t 11Pr0 in ~ixtv-two or fifi_v-hYo n1cn1bers? No 
nrl!ument h,;, been ucl~n!F"•d in ,upport of 
P.ix-t~v-b:ro n,s the figure to he adoptC'd, which 
i"' a,n indication that 1nv contention is cor­
n·ct-that th(.,_ Gon~rllrnC.nt 1nado a prrlilni­
narY snrvr-v of the deL to· 1.l bounr1arif'~ on 
the· basis of scYcntv-two members. Thcv dis­
C'm-ered that hv n'o nwthv<l that ihrv 'could 
devi,,e f'ou1d n, • redi~tribation b2 c rrird out 
which V"Ould be likclv tu be in t 11cir fa your; 
l 1t the • di•." wercd that. o. n result of 
r-durin~ the nun1ber hv ten. the e1ectoral 
hounrlai·ic' ronld be so ri1anipulated as to be 
likPh· to he in their il'terest•. The aim and 
}Jurp.osc of JPgi·.Iat·ion dealing· ·with tl1i~ n1at­
t0r should hP to giYo to thP peoplP 1.deqnrir 
rf'JH'r"'rntation. and to giYe th01n cv.('ry 
opportunity of recording their votes so that 
thP T'cnli, ment elected will br !he final 
f'twicc of the people. 

In th • final anal::sis it mat"crs nothing 
\vhich pnrty obtains the t1dYn.ntage at a 
:;cncr"l election. That IS the responsibility 

Mr. Smith.] 
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of the people as a ·,hole. They are entitled 
to whatever form of go...-e;.·nulcnt thc.v dcsuP. 
They should be unrestricted, and thPy should 
b~ given the widest possible choice in select­
ing a Parliament. \Vhen a Government 
endeavours to introdn e a Bill whereby the 
electoral boundaries can b" H manipulated 
and th~ quotas so fixed as to give an advan­
tage t·) 01w party over another, tl·en the 
purposes of representative government are 
defeated, and the public, to some rxtcnt, are 
thwarted. The fixation of the number at 
sixty-two follows the diccovcry by the Go­
,·ernment that that figure enables them to 
provide electoral boundaries which are likely 
to be in their favour. 

Another reason for the n ductio-- is to 
fJaYe the Tray for the 'resuscitation of t1H~ 
Legislative Council, which is thEir . im and 
object. They de.ire not only to cc•1twl Par­
liament but to establish another Parliament 
in another place which will add to the ~ost 
of Parliament, and be devised in such a 
,, a:c as to thw:trt any expres~ion of the 
people's vd]l as cal"ricd out at a gene_ al 
election. Their desire to ebtablish a Lcgi ,_ 
latiyc Couucil is b8secl on a SJ 8tetn ·whercb't 
the~- <an secure a Chamber that is likely to 
ref[, e to pass legislation v.hich may· be 
favoured by the I,egis!ative Assembly. To 
that extent the public 1Yill is thwarted, and 
reprosentativf' forniS of govcrnn1cnt disap­
pear. Fortunatel:v, ho"·,·e,-er, tho Government 
are not li:<elY to be able to sccm·e the full 
advantage th;,_t they anticipate. \Ve remem­
ber that, •vhen the Allan-Pcaco< ',- Govern­
ment in Victoria introduced a Redistribu­
tion of Seats Bili that was devisee! in simihr 
terms. to the one "\VC a1;e no"\v C'Onsidcriug·, 
the underlying principles of inoqur,lity of 
quotas we ; embodied in the belief that it 
would operate in the interests of the Goyern­
nw'lt of the day. ~l,s a matter of fact, it 
availed them nothing. The ]lublic were so 
outraged at the apparent dupliciiy of the 
Government that at the general c]e -tion thr 
:-chen1c, l.,·hich ·va~ care.full.v prepared, \Vas 

thrown aside by the general puhlic. and the 
GoYcrnrncnt IYere defeated. A. signlfi< 1nt 
pha<c of actiYity of the parh· or•'lOsite, and 
their general attitude, ie the fear of the 
i!encral public. Dnt b;~· this and other mea­
~urcs introduced dur-ing the present session 
of Parliament they hope to e'rape the 'l'<'tri­
bution which is their due when the public 
f<E't the opnortunity of dealing with them. 
''yhile gi ~ ing Fervice to democracy, thc:v 
endeavour in eYcry 1vrv to pn,,~('nt it being 
given effect to or boing c ._rrjed out. In 
addition to this measure, the Plcctoral laws 
of the State have been a!t0red in the direc­
tion of making it mora difficult for people 
to g·et on the roll, and at the 'amc time they 
h,ne rr,y]p. it eaev for peop!r to be 'truck oF 
the roll. "hi le tlw rollmicl which is taking 
place at the nresent time between th, Dcpart­
n,ent of Labour and Inrlustrv and the e]on. 
tor:t.l office in the direction Of getting relief 
worker., struck off the electoral roll on which 
the.v a re enrolled is a significant step in that 
dire -~,ion. 

The Pr.CRETIRY FOR LADOrR A"D IxDc:STltY: 
l\1r. Dcputv Speaker. I risP to a point of 
mdor. The Leader <Jf thP Opposition states 
that there is collusion between the Dcnart­
mcnt of Labour and Industry and the 'elec­
toral office for a certain purpose•. I ask 
that he \vithdraw that stat0mcnt. I have 
not seen the principal elet toral offi' ''r, and 

[J!r. Smith. 

haye had no cominunjcation in any shape or 
form with him. 

::\Ir. DEPC'TY SPE~\KER: Order! I ask 
the Leader of the ; lpposition to accept tho 
assurance of the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry. 

::\Ir. W. FORGA::'\f SMITH: In accordance 
\Yith parliamentary procedure, I ac.oept the 
denial of the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry. 

Under the electoral laws of this State a 
man who is abccnt from his residence for a 
period of three m'?nths i~ lia~l? to Le struck 
off the roll; and rt reqmres mm to be rosr­
dent in a district for a further three months 
before becoming entitled to bo placed on thy 
electoral roll for that district. By thi& 
means the Government hope to disfrancJ~iso 
wo·rkers in the sugar and padoral indust~Ics,. 
and \Yorkers who are engaged in occupations 
nomadic in character, and who a1·e con1-
pcl!cd to shift from place to p1acc in search 
of employment. That is or.e of ~h? means 
the Government hope to use m thu_r mterests 
and in their favour. The last rechstnbutiOn 
which took nlaco in this Stato was conducted 
under "Th~ Electoral Distriets Act of 1'910," 
1vhich was passed by thn Kidstor; Govern­
ment. \Ve never introduced a spec1al Act to 
deal wiih the situation, and the refer nee of 
the Attomoy-Goneral to the porsonnc,] of the 
commi~sion ·;,.hich was appointed ~n 192,1 was 
unbecoming in a parson holding hrs hrgn and 
honourable po.eition. It is a common method 
on the part of some people ha nng. no c,aso 
themselves to attempt to drscredrt otncr 
people. 'The ~ttack made on the personnel "!! 
that commissron b.v the Attornc:·-General " 
in keeping with his general!~- unfounded 
and unsupported infcrenrc3 n1a~o fro1n tunt:: 
to time in regard to this and other matters. 

The members of that connai~:;ion --;rcre 
appointed according to the prm·isions of an 
Act passed by a Government that was ':or. 
a Labour GovPrnment; and they earned 
out the duties they were sworn to pcrforr:u 
in accordance with the terms of therr 
n.pp,)intn1Pnt. Th~.::. suggestion. 1nade ~y. ~he 
Attorney-Genor ,] is one bdittmg; a_ l\1r':rs,er 
,,.ho has failed to substnntrate s1mrlar mfer­
ences in other directions. The Attorney­
GenPra] will require to be much more con­
vin"in;:: in another place than he ha~ ~e"!' 
this afternoon before he r ll1 g-et any rn,elh­
g-ent jury to agree to any. inferencee. that 
he rnav make at differe'1t tunes. 

'\.nother objection that I ha\·e to tl:e Bill 
is because it i, introduced m : .. :hat lS pre­
sumably the last sc.-;;ion of Parhamont. ~he 
Attornev-Gencral referred to m<Ltters wh1ch 
h0 de~c~~1b•~,~l a:-; hcino: im1Jropcr. I C:.lnnot 
conceive of an;~'lhing bcinr; more improper 
than for a GoYNnmcnt to take power un<_lcr 
a Bill such as thi' to appoint a commrss1on 
to arrang-e for a g-eneral election to take 
place under o;mrlitio11s o~ "hff'h ]x-·c 
the cDntrnl \VJt 11r1ut PaTho.ment tlw 
opnortnnit.y to con· iilC'r or rectify r cl:~-
tribution. 

Tho A'l"TOR;,.IEY-GENERAL: Did yo~1 not do 
that? 

]\,fr. MAXWELL: That is what you did. 
The A·rTOR;,.IEv-GE;,.IERAL: Ans1ni m.v ques­

tion 1 

Mr. W. FORGA:"J SMITH: Yes, I will 
answer that auestion. I made the state­
m0nt in the hope of getting the question. 
The point I am making is this: Under the 
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Bill we arc now considering the Govern­
ment arc ne eters of the situation after the 
end of t hi~ f3f"'sion of Parlian1ent. The 
report of tho redistributing cornn1is5ion can­
not be 11lade a Yailable until February of 
next year, when, n11der normal conditions, 
Parliament will not bo sitting; so this 
li ,, ;;mnb1:;- 1-ri1l ha Ye no opportunity what-~ver 
of di::eu ,sing ! ho ,v.;rk of the commissiou. 
The rerJy to th" question put by the Attor­
ne- -G< -JcTa] m1d the hon. member for Too­
wong. v. ho so di3astrously rushed to his 
aid, j, tl>'ll on tho last three rcdistributions 
that took Dlace Parliament had full and 
adequate opportunity of discussing the work 
of tl,o commission in every dotail, and took 
advanhgo of that O)lportnnity. On this 
occasion th~1~· on:1ortunitv y, ill not be avail­
able to Pulia;:ncnt an-cl from that point 
of vie,,· no Go,·ernment hculd have the 
<tuthoriry conferred upo" them that the: 
arc aski·1g within the scope of this Bill. 

The c\LORC\EY-GEXERAL: \Yho should have 
it? 

'\1r. W. FORGA:''i' P,:',IITH: We should 
ha vp an opnortnnity of revicnving the \t'ork 
of the 'o1nmis•-ion. The Minister cannot 
quot:- an~· in~,tance ·where a re li~·tributlon 
has been cnrrir•d ont in the last se"ision of a 
Pal'1iainC'nt and the ..._'i_s;:;mnblv ha':> be·-~n 
denied the opportunit:;- of debating the 

·or!.;: c_: the comLli_-~ioners. 

Th·• S·'"R!~TA'RY L)U LABOr_{ t,i\;D IxnPRTT-'Y: 
\Vr· l1aYP hB.cl one special srs.;ion. \Vhat is 
thnrc to ~top liS having · noLh0r? 

Mr. W. FOH.GA~ SMITH: To para­
Cnrlc·le " There will be just as many 

of Parliament as arc required." I 
kLo\\- ihe :\linister and his colleccgnos will 
not be anxious to havo an:v special sessions 
nf P ·rlianu:nt ~tnd do ncJt dco;ire to continue 
the ~ittirrg of Parliament any l0ng0r than 
they c .Jl avoid. They dc:;ire to pia, e cer­
tain le ri~lation on the st 'tut0-book. Th0v 
haYn alrc.,clv indicn.tcJ their haste in th~t 
direction h:.~ cuttjng out private member:' 
dny nnd b:.~ 1_/roviding for another sittinC' 
dav. That indi< 1te·. the intention of the 

~ to hurrv into f\''"ess as ear1v 
. 'o t!ut they can prepare what­

e·.-cr hf'nlc t h0v n1n v consjdu· to be ncce~­
f'!arv to giYc cfieCt to this and other mca,"Ul'"s 
tha't th0v nloro on tl10 tatntc-boo1<. :"o 
mnttcr h'o ·the .\ttornrv-Grnc-ral or hi., col­
J~'a~nP th0 Scr_tet·try fo1~ Labour and Inclus­
trv mrr-,- into• j2ct. I ahl prepared to me,ct 
them before the tribunal of the rwoplo at 
air- time '-he;- desire it. One thing for 
v:hich the prc>_·ent Government have- been 
notorioue i.• that shrinking shvncs · they haYC 
rlisplayed in regard to meeting iho electors 
on anvthin ~- like' equal terms. Tlwy go to 
function::; >YhPrc they occupy priYilor:{'d pn~i­
tion!3. and 'shcl~C' it would be rude and bad 
munners h rcnlv to them: bnt not for 
twent.v n1ouths ~lt least }~as anY membf'r of 
thP Go",·-rnJnent or any rromincnt n1e1nbcr 
of the Government Part:v addreS'·-'d a puhlir 
lTICf'~-inq: in the m(-tropolitan an a. Thr:v 
realise that the pnblic hove been outraged 
bv their lack of principle. 

ThP,, rrnli<P that, ,,-hil" thr:v In':V ';r ab],; 
Vi'ith 3. snnine 1najorify ~l1('1l ;:t<:; thPY }J:lyl' -T'r 
this ChnmbPr to get a'v ·v with some of the 
l0gi~,t~tion thr~ arc introduf'ing-. l~ the fir:;t 
t irnc of a:-:king th.'? p0op1c nndn1· thi.;; Tilll 
or -:tnv othPr Bill 1vil1 rx'"'tct tht:> nc-nnH"t 
i h:1~ is thrir dur>. (Gove>rnlYJf'nt intcrjPr­
·tirns.\ I repeat that not oH!y havo the 

GoYornn1ent' decided on the fig·ur0 sixry­
~wo with a view to load inp; the dice in their 
~n \-ourJ but thoJ ha:rc also fixc;-1 the :maxin11:n1 

nd rninimunL on the ":til10 ba.si~ uud have 
~]so c c]cr:tecl th·) quota for <"itic.l or parts of 
cit~cs for entirely the san1o rca::on. 

(m the ba"is of sixtv-two •cats iho qnota 
'vorks out at 8.029. 'li1c rossible mininum 
quota will be 6,424. and the pw ,ib!e rnnximnm 
quo a 9,635. Thus, it is apparent that the 
1na1'gin between an (~lcctoral diYi .ion with 
tbc 11o·,·3ihle 111iuinnun quota and that wi :h 
ihe 111aximnm quotl. is no ll '·S ihan 3.211 
H)tes. 

~Ir. J(EXXY: GiYe tbe country di· trict.;; a 
chance: 

Mr. \Y FOHGAX S:HI'fii: 'J'hc millirnum 
for a mc:t1 lpolit 1,n elector_ t'' ,-,onld bo ::!.029. 
Thr quoi-l. for an electoratE. in vvhos-~ boun­

r ill be iucl ·dcd o 1 :trt of a city­
],eing the term used in the Local 

"~ct-· ... ,uld be 7,00<'), the mini­
Inuln ( ~bcr electorates tcing 6,-+24. Thus. 
tlw n1inirnurn quota for BriBbanc elc<:toraics 
ifi 25 pel· coet. 1110l'e than the 1ninirnurn quota 
Hpon ,d1ich an' olt~ctoral distribution should 
b~ based; jn other worch, a. giYcn nun1bcr 
of electors in the n1ctropolitan arE''1 nHl)' 

rc1t~rn four 111en1bcr3 to P nlian1ent
1 

while the 
s~-nlc 1H11ube1· wou1d retn1·n fi\·c nlcmL,'r:~ in 
couutry distl'icts. 

:\lr. Kr:xxY: Is that tLt right? 

iHr. '\Y. FORGAX S:\IITU: On tL basis 
( ~ Jna:nipuL~ting thr> quotl:-) the ntunbcr o£ 
mNllbcr~ they r.ln elect will be four as ag-.Linst 
ot-her district clc-:iing five. That is to say. 
the ratio ,\'ldch the Go\ '--'rnnwllt consider to 
le in thoi!' hxour jn certain dirnctions is 
fi_.,_ 0 to four. Th~\ hon. 1nc1nber for Cook 

not that. right yn IIe confirnlS 
that tho Govcrnn1cnt have 

quotas thoy haYe for the 
rt:U60flf' th:1t I ha,-e stated. It i 

nell knnwn that maps haYe alr<·'lfly been 
for the GoYt':rnn1cnt-tlE \' kno\Y 
w ll what the r('ch·,h·jblltion of 

of ·i>'ty-two 1e going to be. 
The .ATTORXEY-GEx::r:_\L: I h'lYe llC'V·_•r sr~__'n 

01-c n1ap . 

Hr. IY .. FORG,\N s=IITH: J,o,. 
gt:ntlcn1a11 not, }:a \·c prrsm: ::>C'CD 
then~; but it gcncral1y knoYvn prc--
li--ljnarY rnan3 are :dr0<Hh· in exi<·nce on 
the has~s of ;ixty-h> -, electorate,; for QLlC 

hnd as determined by the provisious of 
T\ill. (GoY. "nment ·dissent.) 

Tho ~\Horncv-General al~o rpferrtcl to 
{ lau 1.5 of 1 he~ Bill and its rcgulafon-rnak~ 

po\Yt'l'. It Y\T:ls sho·wn conclu·-ively dnring 
spcceh that he \\as cutirel.Y wrong in the 

uuotations ho mad•' from specche< d hon. 
- on thi. side. He" a' in error for the 

rt'<SOn i!tat he cle,irod to ev .. de the 
\Y c are not r )JlCec ncd with the 

<'.lrn and oLjcct of the Act of Parlia1n· nt; 
l ut ,,.e art ·ju'3tif!Pd in cornlnPntlng on any 

1-nsidcrablc extension of any proyisions in 
. hat Act. 
If the Attornov-General thinks that under 

s0dion 69 anv "regulation has been made 
whicll is wrong. his GoYcrnment have had 
ample opportunity of repealing it. 

The AnORXEY-GE!>:'ERAL: So I did. 

Mr. W. FORGAX SMI'fH: In his speech 
hJ attacked his predecessor for certain 
things which he ;.aid he did. His attitude 
was determined by his desire to evade his 

Mr. Smith.] 
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n 1l te~por;;::ibi1ity. Tt it. tLt~ of the 
'\!Iinister to tell this Parliamer>t rc·ason 
for the ir•dusion of this clause in the Bill 
and the intL.ntion of the Govcrnrncnt \vhen 
they put it there; but he <'vadod that 
entirely. 

The ArroRKEY-GE:<:JiRAL: That is r.ot true. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: There is no 
regulation-making power in the 1910 Act. 
rfhel'O is 110 definite rcgulat.ion-n1aki11g po"-er 
in the Bill 110\V before U""J except under the 
provisions of clause ]5, which means that 
the wide regulation-making power w:d• r the 
Elections Act is b·- ing a vailf'd of for tho 
Government'•· purpoc,es undc· this Bill. That 
is the real l'P<:tson \'~-hv tbls has been intro­
duced. The Govcrnm~nt bring in their Bill 
in the last SC>3ion of ParliamPnt. Par1in.­
rnent goe3 into rctr~s:-:;. The corrun1:;.~1o-rh'l'" 
appointed bv the Government c>nry out their 
dnties under the l'l_ct. Tlw Gov'-- rnrncnt then 
are in the position of being able to intro­
duce any r :gulations they please v. ithout 
p-.rliamcnt having the opportnnit:1 of dis­
cussing them or disal!owi1'g them. :My con­
tention is that, if th' Government desire a 
regulation-making pov er, it should be stated 
fairly and honestly in the Bill. a.nd not 
inferentially, as is r.cing done here. 

The pres·'Et Act is entirely adeoudc for 
its purposr-. It was clcYis"cf on tLe ~ound 
prinr:ipl0 t:h t u_; far -- 3 pos~1hlc c1ch vote• 
should be of equal value. Do hon. members 
opposite argue aga.iwt that principle? I 
believe that they are opposed to it. Every 
action which the Government have taken 
has been in the direction of limiting the 
power of the citizens of this State and plac­
i~J ~,- it i1,1, ~h -, hands o_f fc"' ·er tnd f~wer 
peorle. llns ffif"1snn_~ lncl.:c~._tn~ tbc ,-x -:.F'­
to -which the Gov0rnrnont and their dil frt­
tors ontsidc arc animated by Fa~·-:i:,.t ideals. 

lvlr. Jjcrna;ys, in his work) '' C'uccnsJand 
Po1iti" Juring Sixty Years," rd01:,-cd to the 
1910 Act in the following ,,-ords :-

"The ::o"::;ion c(" 1910 prodncJ·d the 
Electoral J?istricts _\et ( \p,d). Th 
obJect of tlus Act was to re-distribute the 
seats and cquali-.e the ya.Jue of the voh·s 
of the electors." 

One does not require to be an ccoDo1nist o1· 
" philosopher to determine that the figure' 
I have quoted indicate that "the equalic-ieg 
of the value of the voLes of the elector:·· " is 
certajnly ne', tile principk nncL rlyir:g this 
mea "lure. 

The l\lini::tcr does not likl th.. eritl ·ism 
of the Bill by the "Dailv Mail." It is 
interesting to note that <'~-en tlw " Daih­
ltia..iL" and to ~on1c extent other Ton_.,. newS­
papers, haYe found it to b~ HLir public 
duty to protest against some of the acts of 
the p.:_·cscnt Governrncnt und sonl·~ of their 
le.o;i-lation. The men \Yho wt·itG 
nrti, les re:: E-o the danger ·which lie~ in 
Govetnmcnt proco din-:; to~) far or too 
obviotudy jn certain dircctic~ls; a:ld the, 
haY(' often been called upon to ('On1rnciJ~t 
advcr:3c1y on n1any of the things which the 
Government are doing. The method of rc­
distriLntion and the appointment of the 
commi··sion-with whirh \'f(' shall deal later 
at the Committee ·~ta.go-ha Ye be 211 the sub­
ject of adverse commo..:1t in mnnv circles in 
QtH::f'nsl.and, including ne\YSP'- r;crs ·which 
ordma.rdy support ihe Attorney-General. 

[llfr. Smith. 

The .. Daily ::\Iail ., of 3nl ;;: ... ''tcmbcJ" 
rcrnarks-

" The need cf roalloratiug f'ixt:;"-two 
inst0ad of sevonty-bKo seats an1ong the 
497.806 electors of the Stat0 a,nd at the 
same_ time preserving the present pro­
portion of metropolitan and country 
rcpre::.entation will presei!t s0mo difli-
cultics. " 

The "Dailv l\1ail" realises the truth of 
;·hat I ba\Te a]rcadv C'ontcndf'd--that ·dlt.~ 
Government haYo no "intt"J.tion of prcsol·y]ng 
1.110 principle of one voh one valn"·. They 
have di counted that already by arranging 
for a quota in such a v.-a.v as to secure the 
ratio of fn-e to four. that being tlw ratio laid 
dowN in the method of securing the redistri­
bution desired by thi.o Government. 

Tho author I have a.lrcad,· r;uoted surn­
rnnri:- CS the historY of thi." Stah~ in C~JllllCC­
tion v;ith the· cyolntionan- grow~h of the 
fTanchi~o. and concluJ.cs v.-nh n epitome of 
"The Elections Act's ... -\rncnd'nent Act of 
1915," placed on the st.atnte-hook b._- the 
Labour GoYernment. That Act has' since 
lv•( n . a1tcrod in ~i serious rr1anner. Thr_; 
~- 1.thor concludes his surnrnar:y \Yith this 
~·cinark-

" Step has followed step in widoni,Jg­
rnd enlargin-; the e1ccLn·al priYilcges of 
t:1e people." 

IIe aJ ~o stat'es-
"It is said that all prog-ee•; be 2"1llS 

with a crime. There is little doubt that 
in earlier ,cJ,,v, the crime of disfranchis­
ing the people was rampant. By gradual 
proccsi'es the criminals \"H'rc punished 
and the people came into their own.'' 

That ~,'"·as written in commendation of an 
.\et introduced in the session of 1915, and 
dearly shows that in the past Tory Go\-crn­
ments manipulated electoral boundaries and 
the clcctor.al lcny in i'uch :1 ,,·av a." to dcn"~",y 
TJ tlv"' pPoplo the ba::.ic right o.f citizenshiP~ 
On>' by one tho~.c 1~arricr::: \YCrc :cct asidt~, 
ar~d ihc Jl':>oplc c n1c ir:to thc~r O\\.rL The­
scUll' author 'pn:v-s trilJute tc the sa.mv 
~tatnte in ihe follo~"-jng \YOr.ds :-

"If th, re jg a n1ore libcr~_l fra•nchise 
in anv Drit'ish er olher Dominion than 
that ii1 force in Q,nrcns1and, j[ is hiding 
i~sclf y;ith n1arkrwl SlH :er:;::; and, if thero 1 

nre anv men or ,,·omen cntit 1 d to be on 
a roll" "ho are 1:0t there. it is not 
betause th"y kwc be·n obtrncted by 
their n.·pre '.-.nt'1t'iYes in Pr.TEanlC'lt." 

In the final analysis th0 ,,·ill of thr majr:n<'y 
of the JWOplr must prev1il. It is a striking­
cornmcntan- upon tho a ttitudo of the present 
Government towards the people tlmt " Dill 
of th~o kind can be in,troduccd b - the 
Attorwy-Gcncra.l with such cynical dis~egard 
for basic principles of go' er·nment. No 
rrttcmrA v.-as n1ade by the Attorney-General 
to j ustif:c the Bill on any sound premise,, 
lie merely comrncnced by accu ing his pre­
decessors of doing certain things. anc~ inferon­
tiaily argued that be was justified in follow­
in~; suit in other dirc.;tiow. In other words, 
if I were guilty· of common assault, the 
Attorney-General would be justified in com­
mitting murder in the first dogrel'. Th t 
is a. reasonable inference to be dra\Yn from 
his speech. 

The Bill is inequitable in the ext'n m-; it 
will n.,t r.ccomplioh a fair rcdi,tribntion. and 
it floLt!s and Yiolates the principle of one 
Yotc one Yalue. It is de.-iscd in the interest•, 



Electoral Districts Bill. [ 8 SEPTEJHBER. J Electoral Districts Bill. 687 

No, by your own 
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: The hon. n1e£nbcr 
show nway. 

cc.:' only for 
knowledge of 

V\' FoRG.<.o: SlJITH: It a fact all tho 

Tozer. 

Electoral Districts Bill. 
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/·o ~111 r:·, 
-city' i~ S_:J_,J, 

I~,·, B::nrono: 

IllOtL l. 

of a rity or part of a 
the .rr:ininJLun ;s 6,424. 

Is Gyn1pic a city? 

The :~\2 -G:t::\TRA~: I rcpc·at it. 

=:1r. ~~ll~LL_-\1\-:-: Th,~ i lfcr:''lCC V·~t.;; that 
he 

C01l1IH~:-. 

on 
and on l)art 
snr·h 1.\'C•rc thf' c "2. then 
a·~d thC' GoYcrnrnent \Yould 

Tf c•:c~ of the conunls­
\V.L,)l~g, then all of the 
have \·one .·olnc:thi_;_,g 

bv tho 
of the 

SlOliC'r':- a . .;: --.\lr. C~!rter, tl1C pn· L'11t Lndcr 
SurE·1y 
had as 

Sccrc·_,_ . 0nt of 
..:-\ ttnJTiC ·uulrl not 
l-:-ndcr ~c :rotary for the past 

~uch ;~ lJ; n 1£ he i.hou;:;ht :or 
.bat h -.,- guilt of thP i 

two yea1:s 

\V1Jic 1 cho l':..:. cl nnother 
..ltftc·nwu:n : --~~nothcJ· :nJfnJ cornm:i:. 

t'oncilil-­
\Ya reappointed to 

1-''cr:r,,·, 

~ rn·0~~nt Govcrnn1ent. 
Go-·-crnme·lt \\·on1d no' l'P.lppoint 

a nJ-tll to an iL:i10rtant position of ihat. ki11d 
i£ th.._·~· .idcrcrl hin1 guili-v 0£ the practircs 
alleged the AttorncY-G8nt:ral this after-
noon~ they ·did fro1n the _\ttor-
r:_-.y-Gcr.:· _- r:-marks ·were decidedlv 
improper and ont of plac "· The body of 
men to ',,l;ir-h ho referred was a body of 
honourrrbl'\ honut, upright men. \YJ!O did 
their work capably and honourably. 

The' .::\Ucrnc;·-General referred to a~tion 
takc>-l L~.· n1~ ~.Yhich he conFidFrcd-Lo use hjs 
own wor ~s,-improper. He sbtcc! that I had 
apprOYNl of a regulation on the eve of the 
last elrclion. \Vh:.t '··a, the regulation? It 
w. • fmmcd to assist the blind and inflrm bv 
affordincc them additional facilities to record 
their vote~. Another inference to be drawn 
fr,.,m the remarks of the Attornr ;-General 
conc<'l'ni!Cg my action was that the- Bri3bane 

1931-2 w 

YlO\Y 
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of the nassin~ 
G ovc'rnn1cn~t hay~ 

anrl ;:.c"'Yel'al L·i:~ 
the.1, but wl;y 

cancdlod if it is 
t:,at it \\'O • not cancelle,] 

the contention bv the 
regulations "\Ye re 

in which I had the 
._·:. tto L'Jl cy -General_. and 

purpos( Kot one 
111 

by 
lH 

before f1·an.-
ehi:o:0. ::\"n!~1e. ous ·JUlTe 
of dallgll' to any StaL, a votch~ss arnn' 
of unc illploycd i.s a grc-atf'r dang0r. Tl1~ 
fr8,uchic-c i" ~~ · af _t--,- valve in suCh a case. 
because it ·an opportunity to ll 
:::,had{~· of opinion to secnr': .1 reflex 
of their Farliamrnt. 

Th0 "+ orpcy Gcncr<tl li \ cs by in1agina· 
tion. jf \\-' r n1 l!H1 o-e fron1 his speech this 
uftel'noon, . \';ithout iny lnaking any refer­
ence to h!'. snccchcs ehcwherc. To hear 
hin1. one \Y>u!d intnginc tl·nt our Govern­
'Ylcnt ne ~er intended to h"' ve a n·.disb ibution. 
Ec accu,cd the laic Go ornment of shady 
rn'nc-':ic in connrr:tion wjth the last redi;~ 
trlbutlon of sr>ats, and f'aid, " VVhy d1dn't 
you h:r~·e anothC'r?" I ha ye the laug-h there 
en :\'fr. _\ttcr,ley. If tho redistribution of 

J1r. 1lf1tllan.] 
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1921 ·was f:uch a dreadful one. ,}_··i1 Yrhv this 
great anxiC'ty that we should c1n·Y out 
another'; For the hr;11. gentlen1.an"s benefit 
I will rnent!on tlwt rnv GoYc1·nment' carried 
<Jut a rccli:-tributiuu of electorates six ytars 
ufter ast-3nnting lJO\' ..._r, IYhcreus the previou~ 
Govcrnme11t, o£ ,,Thich the IH'e nt GoverrJ. 
ment is n lineal d<"cendant. took from 1887 
to 1910-twenty-thrce yc<Ct·~-to c- dTY one 
out. 

I ~~ -tnt to nutko l .. fL'rcnc-• to n nutc•:mcnt 
by thP hmL mcmllcr for Tocnbul de:tling 
1-rith tJ~ .. -_ r duction in the nurnbcr of repre­
sentatives of thi-- Charnber fl'-)lrl seycntv-t\YO 
to sixty-bYo. Ho said- • 

" This number has been arrived at 
.after a great dc1l of inycstigation." 

\Yho made that in ctcstigation ., I also 
want to kno-;,.v from the P._ • ..ttorncy-Gcneral, 
v;hy was this im'e1tigation mode? 

The LhTORNEY-GENERAL: \Ye did not make 
an investigation. 

:Ylr. ::'111JLL_'l.:\: I expect d the A ttorncv­
Gcncra1 to fall in. The han. rnen1ber f~r 
'l'oombul ~aid they had. Ho also said that 
thi, pun,ishmcnt had been long delayed. 
That is the reason for ihc reduction in the 
representation in this I-:lou~e aud the rcdis~ 
tribution of ~eats-a punif'LnHmt for the 
Oppc,sition. \Yhy is this Oprosition being 
punishPd? 

c\Ir. H. :!\I. HUSSELL: For y·. ur sins. 

X'r. ',l'CLLA:\"' All I ha·:•_ to say is that 
a n'distribut.iun as .u punitiYc Tll0a..sure IS 

A 01nething nC\Y in pul1tie~·. The hon. 
m< mb8r for Tocmbul also said that on the 
Oow .s the quot't will be 20 per cent. below 
d1ut ol the metropolitan area, and in the 
c nnd'Y bc:·ond iL will be 20 ll"'' cent. below 
that o£ tho l)own~·. That is verv valuable 
infor!lution. This c,tc.,;·ment o( t'le hon. 
nH rni· ~r rneans that electorates in the 1netro~ 
poJitan nr,~rr will hc~ve a n1axi'~lUDl quota of 
0.634 elector". that the dPctorac lJe.,-ond 
lh'' Down· will haYe u mini111um helm; the 
quat t of 6

1 
~·2~, ::1nd that the Downs elector­

ottes \vill haYt' thli quubt of 8,029. ThB hen. 
menther for Toornbul slHJii's a l'llllrtrkablo 
kHowl ·dgc of futun L.tppcning lie is a 
n;ritable rJoliUcnl clain,oyEnt. l want to 
! .. no\v ho' it is lw kno\ all f1is. l-low 
.._onld he· kno·.-; it. nnk··~, a~ 1 1Jfl'SUI11C, the 
rnattcr v,·a,.; opcnl;.', fully, and -frankly di:-­
CW·~ed jn the~ party c~_ucn)-J. t!1ing thrtt is 
mo:_t i11prorcr in regard i > a rcdl~tribution. 

Another m1tter refcnccl to bv the Secrc­
tor" for HaihYay,, the hon. !ncmL ,, for 
Toornbnl, and th(_ -'~ttorncy·Gcncral, \vas 
n hat thu de cri bed a· the unfair cl• al that 
the Lu.Lour Go-vernrncnt :--: lYO to the country 
distric-ts in their rccli tlibution. I want to 
stat0 hcn)-and I can pro;;c it~that \VC' gave 
I·_ tt~-r trcatn1E)llt to the country districts 
n::dcr th- 1921 rccli,·tribution ·than w:b 
t-(IYen b,~ the Tor'",- Go""','Crnnl ·1t in 1911. 
Pnder the 1911 re~listributicn the average 
Pnrolment in the Do\YL.~ and south-"'\ve~tern 
di·:.tricts ''as 3,7~~9 e-lcctor~,-a.n aven:go loss 
than the pnrolrncnt for the metropolitan se:ts 
of 8.1 per cent. Under the 192i rcdi-tribu­
iion tho average cnrolr.;_,cnt on th,_• Downs 
and the south-\Y03t·_1rn c1i3tricts 'Nas 5,765--. 
.nn ,'1Yerago h~F3 th2-n the metrvpolit1.n area of 
10.7 per cent .. sl'owing th lt ''" treotccl the 
country "cnts Letter th.•n the Tories did by 
2.6 per cent. 

I \Yi h to re''r to tlw tricturcs-if vou 
can (all +hcn1 so-that have been pa~.::ccf on 

[ 1l-1r. 1'lhdlan. 

the 1921 rcclistril'mtion bv the hon. m0rnbcr 
for Toornlml und tho Atton10Y-Gcnoral. H 
all that thue hon. members s'aid about the 
1921 redistribution were hLlc. th0n the·:· 
cot!lcl never h~ve got back into· power. • 

~Ylr. BOYD: 'The elcc~m:rs \Ycro so fed up 
•. ,.ith you people that they put us here. 

J\'r. 1\lULLXc~ : \V e won thrho clectiom in 
1915, 1918. unJ 1920 under the rrorv redis­
tribution of 1911; allCl we onlv ":on two 
elc•ctiou ~ nudcr our 01. n redi;;;t.ribution, 
aLout which there hlls been so much com­
ment. \.Y c won tho 1923 "ncl 1926 elections 
under the 1921 redistribution and tho · 
'\ ation~lists won th, 1929 elodtions by a 
rna.Jont:,~ of twenty under our rcdistrilm­
tion. 

The ATroRXEY-GENERAL: You l':id that l 
did not repeal that regulation that you 
made. I have looked it up to make certain 
a"d 1 Gnd that I did repeal it. ' 

:',Ir. MULLA'-L: It "·as a poltrv thing that 
lhe Attorney-General should deliberately, 
and I prccun1c .v ... it.h malice aforethought, 
:cpeal a regulation that afforded a great 
1acJhty to the unfortunate blind and infirm 
of t~is State. T'he GoYcrnmcnt, v.'lLn they 
got mto p--ower, found themsclYC's in a difh­
cni,ty .. ?'hey had promi:,ecl the electors a 
J"CUI!,tnoubon; but, \Yhcn thcv carnc: bcH-1, 
v. ith a. majority of b\ cnty, "the cornrnon 
cxpre...;sion amongst hen. n1en1Lers on the 
GoYernrncnt side ~\·a:- "\Yhat do -...ve \.Vant 
with a redistribution TI:ow '? :\.ny iHtcrferPw.. 0 
will ?o ns hann instead of good.'' After tht­
clccbons ,yc;rc over, thev Uid 11ct \Ynnt a 
redist~·ibntion; and that,~ of cour~.o, is the 
c,;p ncnco of all Governments when they 
ha vc a large !naJonty. ..L\. ,., out had to 
1:<: found. and the onl:-· wa'.- out that th0v 
could f-ind for tlJCnl5Fln_'3 ~D cornnlv ;dti1 
~·he vron1is2 of n redistribution Y. as~ t; carr.Y 
lt out, plus a reduction of the number ot 
"'cmbc·n by t,n. It may h, a5kecl: \Yhy 
shoulcl the Oppo:,ition be more affected b'.­
a reduction of ten n1cmbC'rs than the Govt'I'l{­
IHcnt _Part~~? In the first ph.ce, be,_"auce it 
Hlust 1ncrease thP quota; and the increasing 
of the quo+a will enormouelv incrc. 'C the 
areas of the remote electorates, which are­
DO\\" too larg·'-~hat is an objcc-lion. Hon. 
members oppos;tc know that Opposition 
Hl0d1bers hold a nun1bPr of seaL 1·:hi{ 11 corn~ 
bclo\V the tninirrnnn. Th·--1.L is tnw. But \vhv 
~:{o th>v cornc bC'lO\V tho nlilljlllUir? Jt {s 
ueu1n·,' wo hold, . <:ncl have practically 
al·ways held, the n11n1ng and nastoral se,__,t~ 
that are mo t remote from the ·c·~t of 
Government, and ctre, thordore of neces­
sity c·,titlc .. J to have· the least 'number of 
people 0:1 the roll. That is quite fair. It. 
lu~s been recognised b~- all~ Government~ 
'· 1t~ a

1
ny. !mow ledge of tho p-inciple of 

reclrstrwutwn at all that the nmote 
sho;1lcl ha1'e c~nsiclcration, and all 

t ,_._s With small nun1bcrs of electors '-~r0 
no.,tly situated in the Gulf countrv and the 
central and s•)uth-wPstcrn part; of the 
State. 

The Attorne~·-Gcnera! wasted a "Ood deal 
of val~1ablc time in dealing ~-ith th · 
mequahty m_ electorahs. He want(d to 
kno\v 1vhy Hus oloctorato had , 0 many n1012 

on the roll th~n that electorate. E-Icts the 
hon. g~nt_loman just ":wakened? Surely he 
kr:ow~ rt Js l"~.n yPars sn1co there '\VUS a rcdis­
tnLuhon! He got np with dl the wisdom 
of ;_ sage this aft0rroon, and read ont a. cun1-
brous document showing that I had so many 
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less than somcbod,- else. DEt that 
1 n yr us after the rcdi~tribution. \Yhcn 

! he redistribution took place, as the Attorney­
General knows, the numbers were there. 

'The ATTORXEY-GEXER\L: My complaint 
w~," : \Yh:,' did yon go to the elections ~.~·ith 
such in( 'lur.litic:, in tho nun1ber J? 

::Ylr. MULLAN: The hon. gentleman shmv.s 
Yery bad ta,te in trying to get this question 
in when he vvas afrnid to let me a_k hin1 a 
eouplo of qurrstions this afternoon. He gets 
up und giv(''i ns an instance of inc,1ua11tY in 
the clcctomtcs ten ycctrs after the rNlistri-

. lmtion. Of cour"', there arc iHequalitics. 
1-.-ou ,, ill have inf'qualitiE:s a ytar afte-r 
red~stributlon~sontt L.inl('S six rnonths after, 
becn,u.::;p of clepr0~siun in one industry and 
IJTO,p<~l·ity jn anothcT. 

The ATTORXEY-GENER.U": \0\'hv did YOU put 
up with that inequality in 1929 'I • 

Mr. J\HJLLA::\': The h011. gentlem&n does 
not bke into consider:ttion those fact:n·s in 
tht: pa'',toral and n1ining area' -yhich ha Ye: 
made for decreasing electorates. The point 
that the Attorney-General c:1nnot get away 
from is this-that immediately succeeding 
the redistribution V·~ had the statutory 
nun1bcrr- jn CYcr-.:;• electoratP. 

The ArTOR>iEY ,GEXERAL: Why did you not 
keep it up? 

Mr. l\fULLA:-.<: It is only a political child 
that would ask such a foolish question. How 
could I ke,cp. the Fiinders up in i~1n ;face 
of ·1. Y,orlo--wlde nnn1ng depress1on! Ihe 
incqualiiicq the hon. gentleman was talking 
about were a more ba:ratclle. I have here 

fc \Y flgu,re<;'. ; hawing incquali' 1cs in Vic­
~oria, one of "\Vh03C eh 'torutes -Boorconclara 
-],'"cl 78.156 electors. whilst anothc--Grcen­
ville-had 4,118, "o that the former had nine­
tL ._n tirlles as many as the latter. That \Yas 
during a r:l'ory reg-ime. In \Vestcrn Austr1a~ia the clec:torntc of Canning had 14.051; wnil.·t 
tl'c electorate of II'Ienzi<'s had only 334, the 
former elcctorat.• having forty-two time• as 
many clcc'ors as the biter. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: \Vhat has ih:Jt tc 
do ,., ith it? 

:Hr. ~;IULLAJ'\: It has everything to do 
with it to anvbody v;ho understands its 
l mport1.nce. ~ 

The ATTORXEY-GENEHAL: I understand that 
vou had a very sweet electorate, at any 
;. ,te. . 

:\fr. :\'lULL_\~: I ,,hall continue to hold 
The hon gentleman seems to be delight­

t:w het that its boundaries "·iil be 
; bllt he may find that by tho time 

rr1en1bcr for I(urilpa has got his 
qnoh from South Brisbaue or th•- hon. 
gcntlen1an has g?t h.is Ql~?ta fro.r;1 r~urilp_1 
there may be a m cc httle sera;,: l he cc 1s 
alv a•·s a difficulty in securing fair rcpre­
;o;:entation in Parliament. We have instancr" 
in everv State and in the f'onP·GonFealth 
showin~ that it is possible for one party to 
hold more of ihe representation than the 
votes ca~·t for the1n warrant. Jt frC'auentlv 
happens that, if there is a big- swing iit 
their favour. Govcrnn1cnts or parties get 
more representation than the:· are entitled 
to. In 1912 hon. membeH O!>po ite cam. 
ba< k with f01·tv-eig·ht members Rnd Labour 
,,·lth hYcnty-four, \vhercas on t}w pro r.' in 
basis the.· Wf·re entitled onlv to thirty-eight 
seat• as against thirty-four for Labour. In 
the Federal election in 1925 all the Senate 

seats we ut to the Toric -. and the Labour 
YOicrs were disfranchisc:cl. In tho 1917 
Fedora! election, the vote.; were almost 
equally divided; but the \Yholc of the Senate 
seats went to the Tory Party, and the 
Labour voters wer~ disfr:cnchised. In the 
Imperial Parliament in 10.23 the Tory p'nty 
had a majority of, scvonty-t.hrc' in the House 
nf Coumons although thev were m the 
minorit:· of 3,300,000 in the' ,;-ountry. 

:Hr. :VhxwELL: Your party had a lot of 
dead men on the rolls. 

:-'\fr. MULLA=": And the !ton. member 
has u, lot of dead men in hi-- electorate . 
In order to sho'.>' the defect" of the system, 
1ct n1e po1nt out to hon. ml~mbers that und0r 
it. it i.. thcretically po- ;ible for a narty 
·with a1_1 aE_?greg,ttc majoritv of onl:v so ,;enty­
·, wo \'OLrs m the whole of (,Jnecnsland to win 
ell of iho s2ats. I can gi,·e figures to show 
that; but I am not going to waste the time 
of the House. \iV'hen Jho s' stem works \vell 
nobody complains. \Vhcn" it goes wrong: 
thero are -.,T ild ch,,lrgPs o£ rigged rolls and 
manipulatio:1 from dl side>. -The alterna­
t!Ye, of co~u"c, is proportional representa­
twn, to v·h1ch I do not subscribe, the danger 
of 1vhich is the number of emall 1rroups in 
Parliament, tho Pnrourag0ment ~f cranks 
and fanatic,, and the danger of destroying 
the party sy,tem. Although the party s~ 
tom has many defects, j+ ha. done much 
to mctke padiamentary government not only 
P_?::~slble. ~u~ al~o populae anD progrcssiYe. 
T. ndcr 1t m Eng-land we had the \Yhi1rs and 
the ToriH, the Conscrvdivcs and the 
Lihcrah. In 1832 the \Yhig-s onfnnchifccl 
the middle dasses. Glaclstm;-c later on pro­
l'O~Pd to c-nfra'Jchi:;:.p the "'"orkinrr clar..-:es to 
help hirn in hj~ fight azuinst C~n.<::crvativr..; 
or Tories. Di·roel; lnt,"r en def,-,,tcd Glad­
~tone, anc1 did it hin1' t>1f. Glad~tono. in 
his '·true <rlc 1vib the Consen-atives in 1884, 
enfrr nchiPoc1 the agricnltnral labourer. So 
we sC'e that thc.compotition nnck. the party 
sy.;;:tf'nl has benefited th~ g-rPat. maRs of the 
pc'oplc, aml mrtdc the English parliamentary 
s 0·~tcm the moclol on 1vbich mc.-t parliamen­
tarv 8vstelTIS hn.vc bf'Pll f( clndcd. For that 
rea: on I aJ 1 not. in favonr of proportional 
representation. ·vhich would destrov that 
system: ~nd I will accept the present'system 
1nth ,,Jl 1ts defect·. a11d try to remedy them. 

It "C&s arp1od the other night tlDt thue 
"\YUft ::-mncthin~· wrcng ,,·hen one pohtil al 
party cou]d win th0 Feeler J c1Pctora1 Sf "'ts 
in Q"eensland whil·-t :'.n opposing politic:cl 
11arty could \vln the State electio118 at the 
:;:anlf' tin10. I Y ant to, sho•v that thr:rc is 
nothin -,_. in that ron:--,ntion. Tt i- ~trange, 
lmt it is true, that in lL'arh· c2se the 
nartv thot 1\ im the Fr-cLr;l seats 
in Qnocnslancl lo 3 in this Hou -c: and that 
ha- bcc•n the o-qwricnce for a number of 
vrnrs. In 1909 thC' Torv Partv \von in 
Qncenslancl; and in 1910 tlw LrJOur Part-: 
\\·on in the Federal sphere. In l912 Mr. 
D•·;;ham swept the polls in Qnecn,land. In 
1913 the Labonr PartY beat the Tori, s in 
Qnc• ~shnd in the Fcclcral elPdimJe;. In 1917 
the Tory roprc~cntative:, anrl. Tory :~~n:ttors 
'· on in Queensland, . ne] in 1918 tLe Labour 
Party won by two to one. 

}\Ir. :KELro: lYon on a minority vote. 

Mr. l\1ULL"\N: I want to rleal pari icu­
larly 1vith clamc 2 of the Bill. I -pointed 
out at an e1-rlier stngo that rlau:.:0 21 which 
reprals tho Eledm l Districts Acts of 191() 
and 1922, makes no provision for " general 

Mr. llfullan.] 
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election h~ ld b.: t wc0n the rrpcal o£ tb), J 

#:\rt:1 nn 1 tlw of the new eL• '~ 
iol_·td dl 1_ricL.~ A Uornc:T-Gen-._-r~l _c,;;;-
tl'l1(~cc1 this nitl'l'noon that there a~ ::.-lLH-
ei"'" ·f·.,rred clan ·8 13, but 
dwt c dr:rrls "\Yii\ l?y-e!;- ·· 
tier _, 1.:ote 1 bon. 

Th!~ ~:AL : I never rnentionod 
c:h-1.n:::.~·· 13. 

ll('\' 

T~~ ~\rr_i_·o;_::~EY-C::-::sr:j_L'cL: Yes. 

r. ~J '.iLL·\ X: Th' it " 
f10WCl'. l haYr: 1 ad the- Dill 

tlJc rcnHll'ks ''en:_ rnadc 
anc1 the o.:l]y 

a gcEt·rJl election Y 

pv\Ycr in claus-:- 15. 
Th' _\1'~CL :~:y-G·~~;FE_';,: :l\ly opinion 

t1:ar cL n~c 2 lH'OYi(L .s sufticit-nt povYcr. 

f't1 • The 

of th hotJ. 
any rca'3on­

OPltl 

unphrtic upo:a 
TL:; ~\TTGIC\EY-Gr:--~~~-'.L.: I did ~~Jt reply to 

-on at. all then. 
7.:.5-- p.rn., 

.. u. (To0ztcnu). f•:PC 

C)utin11cn, 
(' _i 1.11'. 

Th0- ATTORXEY-Gr::)T::'"-'> \L: 

that iho hon. 

a1·gu­
if ['lCh an CYC'11-

anothcr Y of 
nw:r_;-ion 

tho AttorncY­
matt~r. and to 
is right before 

ou do not 
bc11eYc 1nc \Yhen I say so. 

J' Tr. :-,:T;LLAN: Scucl:v the "\ttornoy­
Gcll" ra1 dO{':" not romc to the concl:Ision that 
I do clOt l"lic,-o him because I differ from 
him" 

The ATTOTI.XEY-Grx;~R\L: Y~ou didn't accoDt 
1·lnt I .aid. -

1Ir. }TL~LL_.:\:z\: Br-.t I held strong Yiows on 
th0 point. 
Th~ .\.TT0RXEY-GEXEIUL: You are cntltlt:~1. 

to do .( .. 

:!'L·. IYil-LLA:'\: I shall be Yery glad to 
haYc it argued furthc'r bv tho Attorney. 
General \vhcn V/O arc dcaliui vvith this clau~o 
in Con1n1i ttce. 

[Jlr. Jlfnllan. 

~Electoral District B ·u. 

'· Y. bich 110~ cc, :·J pri: 0 ai1". rL of a 

ci~y Ol' tG\YH. 

TI·c _\._'I'TOBXE _-CiE;..-~_H\:": r:1lninm1n 
do.·3 Hc1t ~o 1nnch hi,::;h•.:--r th- c Juntry 

'1;iqp__un. \Vhat clo ~· ou \'ant? 

\t 7.59 p.n1., 
:\ll'. ~~PF \KER rcsurncc1 th0 chrrir. 

~Jr. SPEAICEH: Order! Th0 hon. rnern­
ha,:: 0xhaustecl tho t.irnc allov~Gd hin1 und::-1· 
~~ t =: nding Order;. 

, . r. H"\.:',80::'< (Bumnrla) : I b to 
'10Y<' th .t the hon. member f-·r Flindcro be 
'"J.tnted ""n c :tcnsio" of timo to enable him 
w complete his speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of t:1o 
House that the hon. member for Flinders be 
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.2:1 x-.t~d an c:-.. rc1uion of tin1c to c, t1Jic Li1n 
t.) r·or_lpll<, his t,pcr:ch? 

FfONOURAr;LE 1\:IF.ii:IRERS: I-Iear:i hear 

n1brc:r3 
thc111 

r!lC'f:_lJ~; of C)lT:Ln1n!t tion 
in tLc nast. V~ c ha Ye 

nes, and a]~:o wirclc·,s 
eeuafis<• the cliffirult:cs 

the ~wnnous nrcns~ of the \Yest nnd 
::\orth &s con1parcd \vitn those 
c .r the cit:·. 

I of the diflimltic 
r, rnotc electorate::-: 

of th:•ir clc·to-
r 1tcs. \""~-e ha Ye 1n Que> ~nsland 
tnr8tcs }~ :_~ T ~n u:.'ca 
Dalonnc, }Ju rkc. 
I~c ich]Ia;·(lt. 

jll Qnc •nslrtnd t \YO cl ctonttcs larger 111 

th.:Ll \--; _-:toria---viz .. Cook aed 
in Que01. Jaucl 'or- clc'-:_orc.i:c 
ib ·n Xt:\v Zcrtln:::1d-viz., G 

... ~ hc•rc ~a1·gei' in 
\\ alcs-YJZ., 

nd G:_·._·r-:ory. 
i.l C ·ocncl: 
yjz . .' Burkr, 

\Ye 

elc-·torato 1s oYer 

Cn _ ory 
.~T('c'ct 

nm1 

; and the nr 
eJt~et0rat •;.; ~ 
tho n ru1 of Fra11CC 
con:birH"cl 1.1 n ts of 

as 
or Gcnnany; 

( \Jok. \1/ ·rL_go, Bnrkc, 
<e'lcctoratcs alrno~b 

ar 
8l10l'Ii1ClUS the -e 

\lL:r-r to r::ol nt 
rnu~t he 
ill(,quitics t~·at v 

the rcclueticn in the 
by _;n. 

t],-o 

of 

~\Ir. ~VIDI.J~_.,\~: The _Ait,Jrney Gcnf>nd 
f:J lls t'o see n1y point. 

T}·<\ A'I''l'Oll:\:_Y-CC\TTL\I.: 

IH_,t. fo1l---,v yen. 
:JllJLL -~ : I cont---.r thor ~' is 

under the Bill to a general 
or there · no mu· for the 

of a Plcct:olJ, .·.-·ern the 
District .-\cts tl ne! 

clt>ct._,ra: d-Is­
Tho 

coomcthing into thn 
no Ol!C can rPad into it-\Ye are 

iools-~and saYs there is proyj.-,i n to 
e~c-·tiOn. rdthongh tho B1ll is 

with the 1010 .._\et, 1vhich 
this ndmittccl Lwdc 

election. 
Y1'ho \;ne ll-

...<r. ~.nJLL_\N: T~L·rc ''"c1·c scYcral. 
The ATTor··-EY-G! :\::C.3. 'L: :'~fUll£:' or..=-. 

: TlY' 
at 

The ~\Il'OHXI·:t-Gr::,;-ERAL: \t \Yhat -drn-:>? 

: In lc'10. 
ihat tht~ rcrJj 

out - ·it ~lOUt 
0.-:.IJ GEl C:t:\ 

the duties th~ t hn \'< ·;_,n 
the L :u1n1i~ ~oncrs •'"'lHl 

])0\\-el'. In 
\\·ant( -1 no 

(~ell'"',~al ~ays 
1c- nlatioY' .~ DJrs L~::.c ho~1. gent1 

r;,._'~<. th(LG }1C' h S HOt 1=,0f the 
l-c~ulations? 

The 
u:innt0. 
Lhinq·? 

,_\ TTO ':;~:-:y -C E:\:T'R:\L : 

\"lwn did I Ee\:,· 

:"~ot 
srch 

fo1· one­
cc '~""id 

ROYD : Do you '" ant ')quare n1iles or ::cr-
to be represented? 

The Anorc 'Y·G :\E \L: iYL:t i1 lhc '!',o.cJ 
1 prrscntin·-r trr ~s? 

~Ir. 

1l YC' c- son·~~ pie' 
type of m:w ·out 

•'l• populate'l. 
aru 1-hc ones mrd\:C places li 17c 

::.::Tow n11d pr~>3pcr. It is the 1ncn 
·:,<.() haYo 1nudc Queensland. 

c:au;O 15 is a YC'rV 
I dealt with" it 
the iniiial stoges of 

~e:::s::tl Y to d( d Y'.Tith 
" The 

--thnt he C8.1l c::ur~T out u r~;cn:_r],l cl::'( ciou 
:lfi·-·r thr:- rcprfll of the I:lcctoral Djstricts 
• ~c ts d 1910 an cl 1°22 bdmc the nro'la: ~­
-11c·1 of tl1c 112w (lcct0ral di~Jricts-I~ an1 ntorc 
col:-,-1.::_,cd than C 1>Cr of the dangc'r of this 
cl 

T 1
!C ATTOTIX"Y-GE~T 1. \L: \',-hen the ne,\' 

c1t•ctnral di:;:h·id~ n1·o cstabli~hcd. this 
Ill' 'ure will apply to them. < 

]11 

?fh•rnoon nn on 
Bill, thc·re -..yore t\'\'0 :-'ific rr:w,oc_.-
r· t:nlo.t ion-lnn1c"i:inn- : lOO of "The 
i ions Act of 1915." \YtH to · 
(;oYf>rnnlCnt cornp],- te poY , . to r 

far1litics for tho <H 1 hr; rro1rt 
orcl their Yotcs, tho other to 

Gon:-nFnent rc8:::on bl,~ an(1 ncct 
f;_ ci1itirs fc~r the conduct of thf' 
C'1cctlon Thcv 1.. 1b1...' only 

that coulcl 

The 
·don: -'1. 

all 
but t:nd('l' i !;i::-

po~·:cr n 
of ~P<1b: and I T\' 

ihnt and the \t.torney­
re•-,o·l iJr it. 

:R\L: I hYc ~\lrr.d:, 

; Il"'TLLA:;: The hon. (:',.:ntlt>n1-Jrt hr,s 
o; ~JJr c:-:.n he dO s.o. Can he 

;;rhat th0 con1n11::: Inn v:ill 
po\Yf'r '? CrL1 he think of o_!c 

cor,uni;;.;sion can do thnt the other c0n1n1i 
non did not .Uo? The ..:\Uorncy-C~·n· r<1l 

Jlr. Jfu/', n.l 
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does not Jike the point that in giYing this 
rc:·ulation-rnakino· novv0r h" i·, doing an 
unt_tir t:1!1H2; to the Oppcsition and an unfair 
thing to (~uccn~land, alld is o ... -er-reaching 
h imscl f. This is a power that should not [,,, 
put in an;.· Bill,. and it is a power which I 
hope the OpposltJOn w!ll opposG at eyery 
olage of the Bill. 

JUr. Dt'KLOP (Rncklwm]>lnn) [8.11]: After 
1i-.,icn1ng- ;_o the rernurk~ of hon. men1ber::; 
on bvd~ idc, of the Charnber it gj \~es n1e 
gn et picaf'uro to say a few wo1·cb. vritl~ 
1' frrcncc to the reduction in the number of 
s .. t '· There seems to be a lot of he:ut· 
lmrninrr ~t to wh.tt the quota should or 
hould ~ n ,. l•c, tho matter of facing tlw 

0l(-~dor.:~. and the shrewdness of the Go-, f-rn­
rnt ·tt in n1a kin~ a reduction of only ten 
nu mbt~r.;;. The Labour Party 1vant kno1r 
IYhy it i:; onlv a reduction of ten, wi8h 
to ·han> rr:Ylovod the donbt ,,-hich fed 

it, \·-hi eh doubt n 1 ~'J exists in n1y mind. 
I the pleasure the other aftcrnoon­
althou.rh I suffucd a trenwndous defeat­
of nH~ving in fnsour of a reduction of 
nH_iLbers to fi{i .. , and incidc-ntally showing­
Low ninctr n Govcnnncnt Incn1bprs who holJ 
,comfort' blo ~eat broke the pron1iscs they 
n.nd1: jn 1920. ..\_s to \Yhv hon. n1cn1bers on 
this side haYo selecf.prf sixty-two as the 
nur'1hcr of m~--'n1bcrs of tht: n..---.~.1. Parlian1cnt. 
th- S(1 Cretar . for Raihl aY~. \Yho \V ~lS thr 
on!'" :\Iini~te'r with the c~urage to give a 
reJ.sonablc explanation, said quite honestly 
that Jv~ \vas still in fa,rour of (1 reduction to 
liftv. but that be IV'lS o\·crrulcd in caucus. 
Th~t is the kry to the situation; and, as one 
,~,.ho \vork3 very largely on t~l('pathy­
(laughtcr)--I suggc,;;t that thi-c :i: what hap­
p•--rcJ: }femhcr, of (w caucus s1;d that. 
if ninctce_;_'- n1cn1bcrs I ,have narned 

on rc~dlH ing the number to fifty, it 
b:_• ,au undun intf. __ rfcrcnce with In any 

Nat~onali -t :\o doubt n1orc than one 
wis"nue like hen. member for Toombul 
eart1 fullv con _•d ho·-;r thcv could cut 
out env~gh scnts in order to gi\:--e the Labour 
Par!~.' a ti~ for tat for v.hat they alleged 
th"t par\· 7 h_:d giYcn thcn1 ;on1o years a'";O 
jn their re li __ ;;;tribution.; and, a-, -a compromL,c, 
it s rc•;rccd that the caucus would ho.v"' 

titJn to --~~ r0duction of 20 per cent. 
salaries if they could retain their 

R-on. nlf'IHbC'r~ opposite ''vill do n1e 
Cl"Hlit of admitting that I never pry 

into their t~usincs3, and I haYe not spoken 
lo all_,. Go' crllmcnt mcrnhr_r on thi . ..:; que5-
tion: lmt I forcc,pt that "ithin a month 
my wgg, ctiun veil! lw prm·ed to be correct, 
and that rnc1nbcri'; ~,~·ill propo,12 a 20 per cent. 
rPduction in t-heir :,alarics. Ilon. mf'n1bers 
of the GoYetnr:lrnt Party who in 1920, on 
e,ccount of the financial state of the country. 
drdared that the number of members of this 
House cho·Jcl be redw •d to fiftv, and ><ho 
--inclu -1in·-; th~:. Sccrctarv for Labour and 
Ir,:u.,tr -"c!cclarccl th,,t the affairs of tlw 
countr7 could bo 1111.naged jw::t as efficient!!~ 
by that :nurnbcr as b.l snvcnty-two, have 

ln·okcn thej1· pron1iscs on tho undt>t'-
that that compromise should be 

car L iecl ont. I \Yns defeate-d on n1y amend­
ment the other da··, ond I do r;ot propose 
to dila\.c on it, hut lea,-e tho judg·ment to the 
electors of lnecmland. Tho acid test which 
I would apply to hon. mcmbNs on this , ido 

·of the IIowo would be this: I was a public 
frw manv ··ears, and the Govern· 
e trrk0n 20 'per cvnt. off the salaries 

tnv ccn1rad0~- inrlnding raihvayn1en and 

r lfr. Jlullan. 

ncherc; on low rates of ''·age·, although the 
l1on. n1erubrr for Gyrnpic tall::-~ about th·J 
l·:'I:JlC'~l'3eS ,,chich rnernbcrs of Parlla1ncnt have 
1 o face. He forg't' that th< public servant 
ims just as much expense to meet as the 
parliarnentarian. I have here son1o htb1ts 
iro"1 a loading article published in th· 
Ho· klwmpton " Bulletin " of August of 
laet year, which I propose to cpwt.e as show, 
ino· how hon. members on tlus s1de find 1t 
iH~possiblcl to stick to their promises. 

Mr. SPE~\KER: C!rdcr! \Vill the hon. 
rnernber connect his ren1arks vvith the Bill': 

).fr. DL~:'-!LOP: If the GoYcrnmont at3 sou· 
ou3ly anxious for c·conon1y, then they should 
reduce the num'Jer of members of Parliament 
nill further. The "Courier" of 2nd Sep· 
t:ember has this to ny under tbo heading, 
''Reduced j\fembers" :-

'· Tho ·GoY<:rnn1ent is to bo congratu­
laLd on reducjn~ the nuinh __ r of n1ctn­
bers, but it is a pih· that it <:\id 1_1ot 
reiuce it to about filt.·, A Lc~Js]abve 
As,.embly of fift~· and a Legislative 
Council of tv enty.five ould ha Ye been a 
g-uarantee of n1u~ch bct+er legislation. F~ 
/mrty th.tt goes into the House with" a 
pledge that its n1cmbcrs n1ust sacr1J,( 
1_ Ah judgn1ent and intcl1igcr1r:8, and 
support the nuJjority de~ision of caucns._ 
no matter what it ma:· be, and a pan:; 
who8e mcn1bcrs admittedly are del0g;ate~ 
of unions, ought to c-::;as talking about 
democracy." 

Tlh\ s,_·cREl ~RY FOR L.i..ROUH .~xD I~DtrSTRY: 
Do you agree with that? 

:\h, DCXLOP: Ab,;olutely. The hon. 
,gentleman agronJ in 1920, .when he said that 
he v, .1S in fa your of rcch~\.~1ng the nutnbcr to 
fifty. 

TlH' i"''rRET\RY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY: 
\Yill vou vote for the restoration o.f th' 
l;pper' House" 

C.Ir. Dl'XLOP: Certainly not, r::ow c,tn 
tho GoYernment he sincere in their desiuo 
for economy if thf'y propose to restore an 
1_~ J_Jpe:r_· H o.usc of t~Jrt~----o~~, r;;c~~b~!·s? Only 
Hus n1orn1no· the Counor tOOl\. the Go­
Yernmcnt ton ta k, and again rcqu?sted that 
the number of m< mbcrs of Parliament L•l 
reduced to flfh. 

The Leader ~f the 0p)1C'itiJn has pointc-,1 
out that the i11rrcasc in 1hL ntunber of rnenl­
ber' in this Parliament has follow' cl the 
jncr<'.1SC in the population of th.-~ State. 
That contention is brded upon logtcal prc· 
miscs; but it is not the proper way to vie'' 
the n1attcr. There arc too 1nan~ mcmbc1:s 
of Parliament. Does anyone claim that H 

is nec··s.sarv to have three r0prescntatiYes to 
represent i:hc cloctorat< s of Fitzroy, Kep~el, 
and Hockhampton? The Rockhamp,on 
":\Jorning Bulletin " of 26th August, 1930. 
said-

" \Vhen in opposition in 1920 members 
of the 11oorc Government urged ur;on 
the Thcoclore Governm. nt a recluctwn 
of parliamentar} rr1rn1bers fron1 scvcnt:-·­
two to fifty, The Of!Hals in Parliamfn 
Biil as l~cforo the H ous<' on 17th No· 
,·ember. 1920, the ohject being t? , pro· 
Yide thn salarv for anothe·r Mm1ster. 
:VIr. Sizcr, prc~cnt ?vlinister for J,about 
and Inclustn mon'd an arnonclment for 
the above I:dduction, -"'hi le tlw prt'')ent 
Treasurer (Mr. \Y. R. Bal'I!es) stated 
that it was l'art of the pohcy of the 
:'\ationrrlist Part~·: and :\Ir. Ta;:lor. who 
110\V is SpeakPr, spoke strongly 1n fayour 
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of the reduction. Mr. ::Vlorgan, Minist~r 
fnr llailways) stated that the a1nenchnent 
\::-ts of the greatr",t importa.nc(·.) as the 
rec.nlt of a diYi ion >vould show the people 
nf Pw- ensland v;here nu~ m hers indivi­
chall:, stood in rc~ard to it. 

··If a diYision on the subject was of 
the 'grLatcst importance' ihon, it j~ 
irnpcrati~\-o now, and cornparison of th_o 
rlivision lists of 1920 and 1930 WOL!lrl indJ­
f'at~ y,-hcther hnrnan nature or national 
. •n-ic is the stronger. But it is difficult 
to ~ee ho1v the JYioor0 GovPrn:rncnt can 
a,·oicl L,king no~- the diYision thPy 
clamoured for in 1920. 

" Th-P ob~cssion nndc1~ IYhich poli­
ticiarJS b_tour JR t~at ·without their 
mnddling honrls at the helm the ship of 
SLttc \vould founder. The cold facts arc 
that for the next ten or n1oro y '<HL:l tht 
whole of .\ustralia's afiair would Le b. 'l 
mana.ctcd bv a conunis::,:on of half a dozen 
1n1 n ~'dlo have ~;roved, by their achieve­
melts ,wd not by their lung power, that 
tbcv han· inherent in them the p.nvcr of 
oro:ani3n.iion and administratioj1. Their 
~af·rv 1vonld be a matter of minor im­
port~~1CC\ a, no six n1cn could ('~thcr 
mudcll,_ awaY or otherwise dispose of the 
colossal sun;s that the 429 members of 
one ~\u'.;;tra1ian Parliament Gr anothrr 
ma.ll'lg'E' to loE=e for us. For in".t:tncc, in 
QnccHsland rrlon(', a roan ·who [!_t • a 
n1illion pe1· anntun could put onr ra.Il­
y,'a YS upon a paying basis \vould still 
sa,:c the State half a million." 

A:-' the ou.:c·otne of criticisrn on the part of 
the Taxnay._rs· Af- ociation, the" Telegraph" 
in i·s i ,;le of to-d,cy attempted to plead 
tho nnfaiYn"s of a reduction of D1f·n1bcr~ of 
Prrrli>nucnt from ""venty-h,-o to fifty, and 
io U[Jholrl the policy of the Gm-crJOment. 
I am plcesccl to say, LoweYer .. that the 
n'aioritv oL nc-..y:-;p, per~ 1n Bn~bane {nn­
~irJ(~r tlutt the tin1o has ·nrrivcd \\·hen the 
nnrn b0r of 111Cn1bers of Parlian10nt shm: 1c1 b£> 
f:till ftnther rcducPd. The unr10ll1ab1o fact 
··tancls ont tha~-. \Yhilst t!1e GoYernment pro-

to reduce +~1e nnn1bcr oE n1cmbcrs of 
As<cmLlv lw ten. the•.- ha Ye r ... 'oh-eel 

to rt'creat~ the ·urpei· House with i:hirt:.­
one n1e1nbcr3. The \vhole thing is ric11culous. 
Th0 pt )plc nre waking up to it. The Go­
vernlrc·ni; baYo gu11ed the people ]ong 
cnotHth. and thev \vill flnrl that the ".L11rc0 
] 10nc~t · " c{s '' Truth " dc~crib>- ·~ the 
hon. nH ) for Fassifcrn, Lockyer, and 
m- ·,p If. .. ho YOtNl for a reduction in the 
mimh•·r of members of this A sembl:r to ftfty. 
.. _.ill c·arr,- much weight \Yhcn the issue goes 
ttJ the electors. 'This will bo a ctrong plank 
in my platform v:hen I :1ppcar on the hust­
ings in Rockhan!pton. I wnl dellOllnC'C those 
r:.1nP1 n ~llf'D1ber;;; cf tbc GoYcrnrn, nt Pnrh 
v:ho.. lw their Yote in this Chamb< r this 
h~.,,ion. ·bc1 raycd the principles they e' pou~·-~d 
in J92.J. In R{"H kl:-unptoa \YC' havp HlOl Jjng 
nnd nftc.noon 11C\Ysnnncr.s ·with a big cir­
culation: and that fact \Yill do r;ood service 
in showing the electors where thev shnd. 
Tll~ Labonr Partv stancl for seventv-t,.',>O 
reprc- .... ni lives in 'this Chamber. but I am 
totallv onpo .. · c1 to that. Thn Secretary for 
Raihva~'S 't,;·w::: bonf:'~t (?nongh to admit that 
h0 1v~1::. OYf•rrulf'd in hi own caEcus; but 
before n month pa,,sc-s b,- there will he a 
ron1pron1is{• in the GoYcrnmcnt Party inso­
far ns a reduction of ten members in this 
~1\~~w·r~.]~- 1s concPrnecL and we ~hall haYG to 
{-ake a 1:r·duction in salary as well. 

The hon. members for Toombul and Gvm­
]1ic attempted (o belittle mo by stating that 
I oubrod ]'arliameJJt by accident. I entered 
thi-, Ghe1mber on my merits; and, without 
attempting to he egotistical, I do not think 
tlut anv other hon. member can claim the 
sctme cre.2it fur election as I can. I worked 
throughout tho car.,pa1gn without a commit­
tLe. The hon. member for Toombul said 
that Rockhampton waR a stronghold of 
Labonr: but. ;,s an Independent, I com­
mand0d a ~trong personal vote. in addition 
to securing· strong Labour support. I 
f'ntcrcd thi;:; I-Iouse on my mcl·ib; and I 
haYo endeaYoured to uvhold tho dignity of 
m,- nositio,1 in clef -"'en, c to the electors who 
scut- mC' here. ::\ ... Clt'" ithstandinp: any a~heme 
of redi~tr1bution, vvhcn tbo figure:- arc up 
afcor th0 el•""tions in 1932, irrcc·pcctivo of 
v;h0th0r th0 Prc1ni""r i nty opponent or not, 
T ha.:vo sufficient conlideT'o in the 'incerit.Y 
of the P 1cctors to kr_o ,- that I shall be 
rt:·turned agrrin. 

I listonNl ":th :.:;roat interest to the 
remarks of the hon. member for Flinders. 
I-Io n1akcs his points in a concisA \vay.... I 
agree with him ·ihat the quo• 't for a coun­
trv electorate shonlcl 1-"0 lo,Yer than that of 
n.. citv elc:Jtoratc. Onlv cities likP Too­
woombn. Brisbane. To·,,:·n .yi!lc, Rockhamp­
ton. and l;,.i •·ich should haYe the full quota 
nf 2.029. .c11d pla• f s liLc Chrrrter Towers 
and :\Taeka:v shonld not be brought up to 
the full qn0ta. I lJrlieYo in heinc· fair. 

Tlw \TTORXEY-GEXER\L: How many elec­
~')rs ha Ye you? 

?<fr. D"CXLOP: I have onl<· 5,318. but 
nnd"· tl1is quoL1 I shall have 2,029. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXER.\L: :!'\ot at a]J. 

:\Ir. DU:i'\LOP: I do not car what the 
nninb;_'l' i:-'. bnt countrv eh_ctorates should 
b0 treoterl libernlly on O:'ccount of iheir larg-e 
nre,~ ancl ~hr_~;_dd not ha,.,-e the full quota. 

The ATTOR:-<EY-GimER.\L: You do not 
tmde -tand the Bill. 

1I r. Dl~='~ LOP : I mn speaking according 
to the hon. n·ent]CL1Ull'S ovvn figures. rro b 
fair to ihe LOUntrv c,"ts, th~~· shoukl not 
b LYC o\·c·r t'hc c<uot'u. "' 

T}w ..:.\TTOR.:;I> -CEXERAL: You do not ln~OIY 
1 hat _,on arP talking about. 

::\Ir. D'C:\LOP: Ten scat are to Uc c·ut 
out. The ht>d number of elector,, on the 
roll ai 30th J·me ]asl >Yas 497 8(:5. The 
quota i. 8.029. The n;aximum will be one­
tlfth ;-1 boYe tha1- 1naking a totn l of 9,634, and 
dw minimum on.c-fifth below, making 6.424 . 
Supnc~,ir:g a C·,}Untr't chrtoratc ha'-i only to 
contain ",000 yotcro, it "·ill not be fair owi;"g 
to the laro'c areas. ThPv hould be trra.tcd 
libcrallv. ';.nd the el, ctorates in tho cities 
should "contain a 1'-"reater number of Yoters. 
Th0 elt ctor.)_tcs of Enoggera, Logan, and 
Kundah contnin over 12,000 voters, Oxle:v 
0\'01' 11.000. rr1:d Toowong 9,426. \Vhy should 
Toovvon7 haYr that l!Ulnbor only and the 
other cie~ .. electorate th et I have mentioned 
a grcate;. number? I appeal to the Attor· 
ncv-Gen,_;ral to gi,,.e tbo country r lectorates 
a 'fair deal. I chal1cnge the hon. gentle­
man· and I ea v that \:hen the- fip:ures are 
up, it will he seen th'at not one Nat_ionaJist 
~cat ''ill be cut out nndcr th~ red1stnbutwn. 
It is only a qnc -tion of ono party getting 
cYen "-ith another. That is the curse of 
this House. I remember quite distinctly the 
Secretary for Raihc·a, .. s in the fir ... t session of 

11Ir. D<,nlop.l 
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( rry]ng ont 
t~·lhution. Gon'rlmlr~;t lntlrk n1y 
Y\.'Ofd". Th:> cmtntnT js thrcC 
ll':rmbcnt of thi:-~ · the 

tr tvr~~~n::-t p:,r-in.:~ 

c T':rliamc,·L nd a£"~t1n~t 
thC' prcsf nt ? al'liarn<:nt 
1~lr(1 "·cs and :1ot L'c1r,.. inQ." 
cuttin:; dov.Tn J:-'rirs bv, a 
erllL \d1ich ih0 Goyornffi0nt a,~·o not gam-: 
T ' do. \:onld RU11port th0 GoYC'rnn1cnt in 
1 hrrt clir<>ction. I on]y hope that. when we 

to the conntt·y. tlwre y;j]] be a fair 
and th ·_i- the- cor·._ntrY n:t 111b€'r:::, a~)f'JY -. 

r(·,1<::0n0 h1e nnnr:_,c1· 0~ 
'l1 

1-, (·,)·J.nb:·~,, f>rtor·t>'s 
lh,~ lncrea'.r·d quota oyr-'-·· ~nY, 

tl1c . olr · n;·otc. · 

I~ct us 
C'1cc­

CJthcr 
rai than nn he { l1ntrv 

f·g-prcs 
trn ' 
jc 3. 

llr 

do JlOt ~Dr<; rr 50t f·o1v the 
o·o ; 1 for a.s I arn co::.lr"r·-:rd. I C'an 

rlc'ctors. f'Y('11 jf quota 
n1orc the -

State. 
It i' uY' t0 ;;::,-, 

1 ]'f_.H-. 0• t 1 
:,, 

JW-'itib ,_.-,, o~l thi . .:; c,jdp 

nf 

lnT \Yav 
thrd thi~ ~chrrnr> ahc:1 
nnd I \.Yould PJt be surnri 
(~cnn·el could tc·ll us "the 
go and the members 

[Jfr. Du:~lop. 

E?·'Ctoral DistJ ·cts Bz'll. 

.cf a l~Ht._'C'!-:!-3trrct 
counl'nT ch.,tr~cts. 
pJliti~al rcpre­

oppmitc '-hould 
,ilH1 fron1 that point 

dur_y to 1nakc good 
ancl much 

from 
an exodus 
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£1 0:-:.l tl:c:-
1 't!' 

ill 1,_ 
n1cnts. 

representation 
to put a strong 
t the Govnrntnf'nt 
to h ~o regard to 

that the 

io enable 
in r~'l'­
thr; dnv 

its arg·~!:-

th-

·up~Jc>r IIousc~ 
nnd r ~piraticu~; of 
the G-o,-crnnlcnt 

of reducing the represen­
Quc cnsland, then, 

of a -..ycst·.Tn di~tt ic~. T 
in q.rging tho 

· :wd 

the 
people. 

(1Varrroo) [8.50]: :Moro 
vJlYn the IJOpn1ation 

'' th,·n half what it is 
:tnornlJ _rs IYflS d T1dr·(l 

11 1)011 ns rcnrescntation 
ot ihls vas do1l-c as ~orne 

mpt to grt oYer the diF1parity in the 
"' ot a Yote. It y,·a:; on1v natural that 
tbo :man jn n, cif:v c1eciorate, With his rcpre­
.:c•ntati;-o al·wa~-s on the do Hstcn of GoYcrn-
'"0nt h2cl rt big,;er pull than th' 
(·~;·t' )l' r-clisL·nt '\Vcstc::.~n electorate , 
rd:o conld I,Ot ro~~;iblv ln_YC his 1'0pl'0::,c1lt '­

r1;·e CQ:t~jnuouslv on tho job, r <:.; in the case 
Ot the City n1cmber. That has been so rnuch 
rccogni~ec1 h: srnn 1l0r Stntcs in the So 11th 
that in ·virtoria thcv haYo a quota ranging 
: 0111 24J:·Jo for cirv c:cc-Lor t

1
0" :! -

6.000 fm· connh·y 0lcntorat.c<, although 
St 1 tC of 'lictori" iJ jn t a 
thrn my o n electorate. and 

rr1i1cs ~n1~11Jcr than tJ:e 
Th1-J boinr; den<."'. 0110 

the ni.t('Ir.pt to sa~,~ " 
Ol!C -..-alu: 1vonld nt lc:L·t g1;,-o 
·nn1cnt g·l·cat0r clasticit~~ in fixing 

But the b. th~ GoYcnmwnt 
111 th!: a 

n of 
c·ttu:·nt lo-· GovernnwCJt to dodge their 
doo;;1 to 1Yh1rh thev IVtTe irrovorablv con1-
'1lit~·ul ·. 1 tLcY ~~!ectf'c1 tb<' hon. r~wrn!JC'l' 
fo~~ \Vvr:nnrn as' Tro:-tf=Surcr. - If there IYQs 

m"~ fo~rcr, or ono lack of forceJ or one 

jut er ~~-) or ono f ~ctor, in the winning of 
tl1o TFlLUi'v ber hro bv the Labour Govern­

in 1915, it 1 "'' the het that the hon. 
for \Yynnum lcc.d done a great deal 

c.:o\Y11 the })o~lham Govcrnn1t?nt. 
Lo ~ ... ill assist very n1uch in pulling 

Go-..-._'rlJllE'nt, D lthm: ::th theY 
to be pnllcrl down for their own 

cc··.n1cs, coli 'ctively and indi' idually. 
Dr. I(LRWH~: That is only your opinion. 

BEDFOhD: It is n1orc 
Tl1c 110t1l:H1!c y,·orkc'r h: .. 

}ll'. BEDFOllD: It 
(·he T~l~Y sopntno ja_ 
the Lou. m· ... 1bcr for 

than mv 
t,c·:u di~~-

into 
by 

.c\ GOVER::.~:.\I£:\T 1\Jg~,IBEH: y;,~hv ~re \'OU 

jc:dou··. of the hon. rnon1bcr for G-ym pie f 

The 1'\ot entirely, 
bccan3c you ·were returr<ccl at the poll. 

duri1F.; tl1c 
onclher the 
i;ovcr. This 
to reduce ih~ 
P.tn tc l1v t·_·n se. ts, or at h Jst 
1~ the Oulv reason for it. 
f,.-,,, n1ontli as -=:r;n 's the slwdo'.V of c1oonl 

li -,tie 

on: 
either averL 

po JjlOllC ]. 

''Courier n f111otcd Sir iffith. 
kno'\YS tLat S1r Snmnel (-iriffith, 

ri:-in~· Udc of Lab,;''r in 12n2, 
the sala~rics of mPn1l1ers of P:-- r1ia­

to £150. bec.mse he thought that 
ho 'Yould. mnko it le:-:-~ 

po.' ~hlr for Lrtbour to get n 
r ;1: j<1rrccl the c('OllOn1lc L ,'tnr 
intcrYcne to end. .._t\._ftl'f re:ducinr~ the 
rdrt rics of mc~~lb 1' of rar1iaLl0llt to. £150 

in tbo s-~cr:rJ nam(~ of c conorn,;", on1- .a 1ittle 
la T Sir Srrnud Grifiith put a J31H through 
Fnrlian1cnt to incr.:.:as0 the E: tlary of thtJ 
Chid Justice to £/',500 per year a" >t neces­
sary preliminrcry to taking the job himself, 
The " Conl'icr" publiE3hC's this nt \VS item 
L k~n from it' files of fjf~y years ago, which 

}fr, Bedford.] 
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is about the time their le. dor~writer I'· ;till 
Jiving and thinking i~--

" Fifty vears ago Mr. (afterwards Sir 
Samuel) C~ritlith endeavoured to chan3'J 
the length of Parliament from ftve 
} eJxs to three ye ·us. Ho fai!c.l, and 
nwt ,. ith n.1 kttc· suc'"ess in the follow~ 
in~ yc:1r. rfhc chang:"J ·was Eot Tilado 
until 1?90. Commenting on the first 
Griffith proposal, tho ' (-,ourier,' in au 
editorial on 17th ),ugust, 182l, said: 
'lVIr. Griffith has introduc0d a short but 
important Bill, by which it is proposed 
to altt'r tho duration or life of our 
Ijegj- lative As ,e;.r.nblJ from five to throu 
Fear It is a. change which has often 
been spoken a bout, but for which thoro 
has no, or bocn any very strong popular 
demand . . . It is emphatically a r1un· 
tion \vith two sides, and the argtunonb 
both for and ngainst it are '':eighty. It 
is truo that Parliament may lose flr:xi­
bilit:: in keeping in touch with the 
growth z.nd development of the colony, 
l1ut the danger of losjng flexibility is 
balanced by the gain of stable g·oycrn­
mcnt-of a ~-Iinistry which h :s th~ time 
to ,:cv,·]op its policy fejrly. It muet 
be rcn1on1ber. d tL1t a 11inistcr is often 
a. 1nan who, although he nu.~v' h<n-o di~­
pl ·1,:1 ed evidt_:>nt talent, has h~1_d no offici _l 
cxpericnt -. ~'-- new Y Iinist~~r hn much 
to~ le ,un. nnd tho le~- on '\Yill be ono o[ 
incrca:;;;irlg difn ,ulty as the comn1unity 
grovv.s l'"~rgf nd i+- intr:rc\ts bc.::ome 
more \·ari: cl and complex. If the dura­
tion of .a Parliament is fixed bv law at 
tht·cc y01rs a l\linistr:; will harcll: haye 
·Hme to mv tor their -..vork and mature 
their plans before tlY· repn~sentati\'O 
body bc[(ins to experience the disturb­
ing influence of the next general clec­
t1o_;_L' '' 

Ju~t irna'" ir1c ihjs spr ·'ious ar:--m.ncnt! \\tc 
are told that !hi' Gov;,rnnwnt ·took the hon. 
n1Pr1bcr for \1 Ynnnn1 vYho believe .. , nl 
f1ve-~"oar Parharl1cnts. ' into thr Cabin·-t 
bL-· < u 0 of l1is v:·ontl:-rful Cabin, t cxporicnrr~. 
and the fact r, _lf the.. '\YCrD without that 
cxporien-cr;--thelr n1odc;, t prevent:; thrn1 
~ram te!F '<g- ns that tlwy a'rc incapable of tho 
Joh no11. Here js tho '· Conricr" srrvlng 
that " Government must bo in office 'Gvc 
F"·rs b,··r>rc they kno.,,- their job! I am 
sorr:/ their education is so incoi, pletc. The 
article proceeded-

" Pc1iticians \ ill be rrore ten1pted to 
shapu tlwir lcgi lation in sucb a manner 
"' to influence the verdict of tho ballot. 
box than to consider tho 'porn1anont 
int ;rest of thf:' colony." 

They migbt have written that n0w br' '1USC 

they still think that this i,; a colony and not 
a State. After they decided for a momen"; 
to drop th0 '·home of f!UinquenniaJ Parlia­
ill~'_nts, and aL 'l' .: ll their trcmGndons org.-~nl­
~ .twns had fluttered out, th,, natur:l] stuniditv 
of the Go~'Trnntcnt Party, b? moxc and .. :rnor.c 
counsel w1th fools, dc<;ded tl1c.t the next best 
thing- "as to do something ,,·hich was cxactlv 
I' hat "Iceberg·" Jryine did in Victoria ii1 
1903. Thrrc ~;·as already a regulation there 
ju ,t like the rrr:;ulation passnd bv the Go: 
ver:m.:lm.lt opposite the other day, i1reventin2: 
Stato :-;crvants fron1 having any voicn in 
public affai·rs. The Constitutional Reform 
Bill-allogcclly a Reform Bill-put the State 
-cn·ants right out of the ordinary electoral 
roll. It gave them a separate constituency. 

[Jir. Bedford. 

It is unnecessary to go throur_rh the ·whole 
s,·~ry oi that Constitutional Reform Bill. It 
is not rwccssar ·. to bring up the argun1cnt 
ngainst the p•,ssago of a Hill 1.l:1ieh cvidcntl•,r 
disfranchised some ccon", of thousands o'f 
St-1ie :"C~'',-J.nb; but, in order to give you the 
full result of \·.·hat did happen, I give this 
ext:.ract frorn the "Parliamentary Debates. 
~.,.~c:toria," for the se,c:,ion 1903~ at page 
<0"0-

" PcBLIC SERVICE REP~:ESEXT.\TIO::.r. 

":\h. A. HARRIS (G:pp 'und C~:ntrali 
a,.:kod the Premier if, in :ew of the fact 
that ' The Constitution Act 1903 ' pro­
Yided for public service rr))'rcscntation 
in Parliament, he would inform the 
House-

1. If tho various branches of the 
public service, including the police 
force, will he permitted to appoini' 
dokgatcs to reprmentdtive meetings of 
pnblic servants for the purpose of 
sel_cting candidates to conteot the elec­
tion? 

2. If members of tho public scnico, 
includin,:,;· the police force, 1nay, at 
their election mcctings,quc:-tion the can­
·di(lato~, take the cht ir jf dcsjred so to 
do, n1o. c vote·, of confi_d .. 1ce or other· 
v. i.,c, nnd ccncra1lv con1port themsch-c'·t 
in all TI12.ttcrs in a mann(·r sirnilar to 
reputable electors in other constituC·n­
cics? " 

Ic:·bcrg " Irvinc said :it might be done. 
Ha,-ing by that srhrmo disfranchised thou­
sa~. ds of public Sf'rvants-h. yjng put on the 
etatutc·book of that Rtato a law by which 

· 20,000, or it ma.v be 30,000, public eory·mts 
IYE'l'e 1~ot only given the grudging right to 
rctnr;1 a n1rrn to rcpres(nt thcn1, but the.: 
h,v] to COd1C \Yith bated breath and ask if 
thc:v might ask a qnestion of a candidate, if 
tlw,· rni<;·ht select a canclidotP, and even if 
·i hey n1ig-lit Yote for him. After this "lc0-
berg" In-ino retired to the splendid s•'clusion 
of the bench-to which probably the author 
of this Bill "·ill retire-if we aro not in 
po'>Y2-r. 

Tho Prcmic,· said the other da:' in a talk to 
0110 of' thosr little l'Pportcr.;; to T" horn he si?Cl11:". 
to unbosorn hi~scl£-

Jbvto the , !action for the 'Cppcr 
House ":ill take place at the same time 
as t~1rrt fo1~ the Asscmbl~-,' jt \Yas sug~ 
gct•cd to Mr. :Moon'. '\Vc have not got 
to that Elacre yet,' he renlied. 

"The aspect of the expense 1va::: 
referred to the Premier. It was pointed 
out that if the membership of the Lo"(is­
lative A·-·cmbly was red m eel to sixty-two. 
ar:t1 an ·Prrn·r IIou:'ic wn<· crcnt.cd of 
thirty~~ne m£ mbors, rocciYing £156 a 
:_n~nr cac~1, very little saving in the cost 
of govcrnn1ent T ould be eficd-ed. 

"-]).Ir. Moore said that he diG' not think 
there wonld bo :c gTeat deal of difference 
in the cost, but he considered that the 
cost of an Upper House was more or ]os< 
a minor matter. 

"'If \vc can save ~ per c ~nt. jntcrc ,t 
by having a Legislative Council it >Yili 
rnoTr> than rompcn~rrte for any exL·a c:ost 
that the State might be called upon to 
roar,' was Mr. Moore's YlGW. He 
added: 'The creating of more stabilit.·· 
and confidence in the country would ha 
of great benefit to the State. That, in 
1nv opinion, is ·what the rc-P_tahlishment 
of the Upper House "·ould do.'" 
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l\Ir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is not dealing with the Bill. 

~Ir. BEDFORD: I am dealing with the 
Bill. 

~,[r, SPEAKER: Order! Tk hon. mom­
l 0r is not dealing with the Bill. 

l\1r. BEDFORD: I take vour advice in 
::;-ood jLrt, Mr. Speaker, bu't there is this 
fc et to br considerecl: This is a Bill to 
reduce tlw roprosCJlL,tion of members of tlw 
Legislative Assembly. It has already been 
stated that tho real reason for the reduction 
uf m~mb.;r of the LE'gislative Assembly is a 
tjm·stJO.r of ccOLJIJ :, . On tho other hLnd, it 
rs proposed by the Government. and bv 
variou · newspaper~ to increase the cost o'f 
the Lcg1·~lahu ~ by appointing an Gppr 
House. I submit that I ·am in order in 
dcbat_in?' 1 his question. It is gcnuauc to the 
question, an illustration, I trust, lVIr. 
Br~~ ak_cr, ~~OL1 IYlll pci~ln1t 1110 to pur.3l1;; 

tins hiP. 
Mr. SPEAI(ER : The hon. member will 

not be in order in duling \Yith that question. 

::\lr. BEDFOHD: If I mn't get away from 
that question, I \Yil! leave it. The idea that 
thi.-: r;duction oi 1nernbers is dictab=!d bv 
~conon1y i;;;; in tho f:amf' brf)ath wiped Ol~t 
by the fac~ that an L'ppor Hous is pro 
posed, and, leaving it at that, how can this 
GovcrnnH:nt talk of cc,-nlolny? 'l'he Govern· 
ment lHli"C now not onlv t:lken awav the rum 
ration from the men ~l Dumvich" but thov 
have ako taken mvav the tobacdo and a't 
the srrn1c tin1e the-y h~ve appointed' a useless 
Burc.m of E• :momics to co--t £35.000 in .·,even 

I that I shall be in order in 
urgcrs of tho Go-.-crnme1lt in 

matter-the JWoplo who arc urging the 
to do this. The fact of the 
~ axing no intelligence of their 

Yes them to bo blown one v,·av or tho 
h· the latest cry that comes fl·om the 

Il0\Y',p0pC'1 ,, 

Dr. KEmnx: You must be a supc1·man. 

l\Ir. BEDFORD: Compared with vourself 
I am. (Laughter.) If you will per;nit me: 
:1Ir. S; ,·.k" ·. to react this statement. it 
nuty (', U~f' : ou to dec :de that I a1n so n1nch 
in or·de1· that I shonld be congratulated:-

" The ' Courier ' of cYen date car­
ries ~o1nc intcrc:sting infonnatlon, such ns 
that ;H_ cc t of Parli:Hnrnt<:u·v goYcrn­
mnt is 4s. 5d. per head of p,;'pulation; 
and tho Taxpavcrs' -'--\ssociation dictates 
a smaller parliO:mcnt than sixty-tv .. ·o (nm\ 
sc\·enty-two) and the reduction of mem· 
I r<r< salni·ir'-, by ~'] ]lCT ccnt.-sorne 

r~cluction in tiro eo .. t. The 
w:mts flftv elected memb0rs 

nf the. ,",sscmbly (a faJso economy at the 
coq o~ '-ernct:) and proposes to incrf',"l.RO 
the c·u ,+ of goyprnn1cnt b'~ rP-cst·tblish­
in~ a ~--cp:i~li:Lt~\-e 0our _, ii.'' _It asks f~r 
a "-11Htll _t..~cgl:;:.lahvo Council, uncl th1s 
could be imrn·ovcd b0· making a dictator· 
lnp of 1 hrPc, and if thr0c, ,, h:, not 0110 ·: 

" Further, the ' Courier ' emotes that 
stuttering prophet, S. M. Bru~<·, and his 
deprecation of ' this atmosphere of hope­
lcs ncs.'.' This is merely impudent, as 
::iir. Bruce with his imports of 
£90q,ooo.oco in six and a-half years, with 
forc1gn loans to ease tiro imports in, is 
more l'Q ponsrbb for the hopelessness 
th.,n any other man. 

"Tho idea of cutting down member· 
ship from the seventy-two fixed fortv 
years ago when the population of th~ 
S~a, c '\ as les<: than half thP present figure 
;, blse economy; doubly £als0 when the 
Legislative Council proposition is to 
pl·ovide thirty moro members at a 
greater co"t than the reduction of the 
elc-·•tcd n1mnb(~rs represent .. 

" In the ' Courier ' loader to-dav 
which lauds the spendthrift Bruc'C: 
ignores the rl:=tl rncar s of ren1oving 
unemploynlellt, anl1 abuse~ the \Tict-Jrian 
Labou;· Gover)1mcnt for refusing State 
ad\·ances to farrner·:1 \'.'ho arc to pay 
labour £1 a \YC'ek. you conclude, • Con­
fidence is the n1a111 fac<-:)r 1n the 
recovery.''' 

believe that. if it V~ c;·e necccsary for tlw 
gciH- 1l rccoverv of P._u--tralia that salarie::; 
should be ·hop}led as rt>prcsenting the ten 
L1c1nbcr.s to l·-: cut out-if lt \Ycr:. nece~·· trY, 
all of uJ v..-ou!d agn e to hnxc our &alari~s 
choppc ~] to rei a in thon ten me:O'Ibcrs. 
nut there is another wav in whic't all 
thc-3o trcn1endo1H i--~achcrs ~of cr.onorny call 
help. Rnppo~-c, for inst·ll!C<\ all these pap0r.-; 
rc:,·luc('d the price of tlwir papers frorn 2t1. 
to t 1

10 prc-\Yar tin1e 1::-1., tL·1t would be a, 
r LYing of £1 6.J. a year as ab;Lin~t tho 4s. 
5d. pc_._· ~~f ~,J which is the cc~t of parlia­
rnentary goyu·nrncnt; suppose they cut ,,,,dyer­
tl;;:.ing rates down to pre-"\v,u· prices, and 
'p;rc.•cl that they would he:p th0 Common­
\,calth to balance its Budget by giving a 
pDyllblo op!l'ating price for their press tele­
gram,· which now cause a loss of £275,000 a 
, might be something in it. The 

of this busi:nc.:;;; i;:; net for the purpose 
of C~.-dnon1y, nvt even if the Treasurer srniles 
l'ke the saint ho is, with a little of the S'lg· 
&. e~ti n_'lh ~ cf the trappPd fox in tlL• sn1iie~ 
not eyc:n although the Treasurer n1ay smile 
and ;;n1ile and Slllile. Tl)e rrrcasnrer 
b _·licy in a fivc-y0ar Parlianu~:1t. He 
j:-5 the b?UYY \ illain of the n1olodrama .. and 
that Yirtuml8 :-eou1·,.,n, Labour, 1-rjll yet rnec~ 
him in the old mill at midnight aud 
fore;. l~_irn to make an honc.~t wmnan of 
Onr :\ell. Tho -whole position in regard 
to thi.o Bill is that it "~s not brought 
!Jcro for the purpose of t conomy, but for no 
c-tl1er puq; .. y" th m to rPduce the Labour re­
prest'nt \tion in this State~ not b-" three, bnt 
bv- nine-in the onlY wa · in which hon. mem­
bers oppo .ito think it ; fe to do it; but ir 
•rill noL have the effect they hope, br .. urse. 
if tlw:;· led JPOp!e to believe in their slogan 
of "Change the Governnu:nt 1"-bocauso it 
'.;as on!<' five syllable- long-they will find 
that Labour has a slogan hich is a little 
longer still, hut which will be just as effec­
tive, and that is, "Change the bl rnky 
GoYcrnn1cnt :" 

:Hr. HY:\"ES (1'otcns. ill c) [9.13]: I desire 
to voic(~ 1ny protest against the passage of 
this Bill. I listened vNv attentive!·; to the 
s·•c •rd rea cling speech o( the Attorney-Gene­
ral. am! tiro onlv fact that emer14ed from 
the torrent of v.ot:ds and abuse that fell from 
tlw lips of the hon. gentleman was that he 
justifir l it by alleging that during tiro time 
that Labour held office a redistribution of 
seds vas m ado in y. hi eh thrPe Tories lost 
the nnn)bers of their meq. That is ver,v 
crTtdc logic. TheFJ is· no analogy between 
t'"' two cases. because those three seats were 
0litninatcd bv the conuniss1on. whereas here' 
Uw Governnlont are exercising their brutal 
majority in order arbitr<'trj}y tJ do sornething 

Nr. Hynee.] 
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:-Ir. I\.:-:u"' · 
fnun '" ye '.rs. 

1:'" on cl id it on1y 0!1cc ID 

to 
2C · .. p:._'r 

nt '' J'" ,, · rn 
1 rluu d in t~· ::- nrc-Y\·Jr price e:f for f1yo 
{1 ' ,~,-on'd roycr H"' bol0 cc -t c£ 
p llt~r·.· r 0\'(~rn_ncnt 

nn,-t 1t -1"' ~ill~.· t'n c lY tLat 

t1'0 ~c' n of thr · b"cn 
t;dz"!l IYith a y}('\V fn \~OCS 

not r::t. er ·nrtlirncnt niC'lnlv;_·:-; 

tl:ii'. This is an aUe1npt on the 
n~ ;·t of dw Go,_·r rnnH:nt to 1 a,ng on te cffi('t 
a·· nil co-t.;;. <'1'<'11 if tho dignlfv of ParJia­
Illcnt i~ 1·> }' ~ "rificrd in ti1e Procc 0.1e 
hc~s onl:.r lG 11~.~- !:_ to the supporter::; of the 

ont~idr-~thc Iifeln,-,~- ,':U] 

po1it1cnl {; tirn:::---
8.lrccd:· ..._~r·nouncjng then1, sa,~·jng that tlF':-­
nrc - ullt~- of a CO\var-d1y thing 1n intro-

[JJr. Hynes. 

tlnc!:1g- iL Bill for . 1 • pnrno'_.c of 
,.,,.,, '" rthlc pcliL d hides. 

::Hr. ::re~j·~ .}:ET::: OnJr ~·! 

~.I:·. 
l'('' 

•ats? 
to ~ -ork 

an ;:u.-titPt~on for the c~:tP:n of the 
] of P<'- r1jn:c10nt, 8nd \YC kno..-- thc.t the 
,; Conrier," "Dajly l\fail," an(l cth~ r. rrory 
pnp('rs in Quee-nsland \Yore oppc:.oc 1 t'o the 
pron" ll nnle:-s the:rn 1>rrs an to tho 
('

1 < c~cr::; on the ir:-::U(', La~·- yc~n , 
r' :-~2nd i11trodurf'd a :f,iJl to <:U1l":Ht 

r:Icdio:os Act and ther0by preYcnt large 
Llln11-Jcr of 1nignl..tory v.orkr~r::; Jn 
]Hntl fn:li-1 exorci~ing a Yotc. That' is a. 

Rt 1~0 o£ aft'njr.q whrn 
~rcat srrvir~ tlwt 
_.rcn·c1r-rccl to 
tbe priin(try 

Take thG shearer who is dcp,:i' eel of the 
of to1vn l"1fe 'Yhjle follov• 1ng c.:ht ~~·~t~g 

to earn a livclihoocl.. A shearer hv:ng 
in a boardinl!-house or hotel m Townsvlllc 
,;ill ,,:;cept a

0 

rnn of sheds in the Hughcn­
clistrict tha' ";ill t::tlw him a·,,-ay from 
town for tlp·ec, four. and son1ehmt~s 

monlhs. Brcansc hr> has not been at 
n , pLce of re _,idcnc~, for thr< months lw 
i-: ,,i:"frmlchi_jed. That 1s a scai~dn1ovs stnb~ 
of affairs: IYh ~rh T neyu· thonght wonld 
CO'!', ctbout n rrn1:1 in Q.nc0!1slanc~. .It is not 
onlv :scandalous, but 1t IS atloacious _a:r:-ct 
r11n.licious on th part of i:hc prcsl'nt . ..::\d.rnrnr~~ 
tration. Tho canccuttcr \Yho -...--,·on;;:s rn thG 
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LU 

or 

i~1. 1\orthern Queensland 1s in a 
1)0~1t~on. Q:Jito 11 Jllnnbcr of them 
' to be a ~VJ.y from their residencu 

long time when following their 
o \\ere told b3· the Attorncy­

nten \Yho \Vcro absent h·orn 
aJ.drC"'> following their usual 

,·,-ould not be debarred from hav-
kept the roll. The hon. 

'· :',~r. Pollock: Is the, ·hearer or 
drCI"YC.i' \ ho lL~S a 1:--:~-<'] Ol' r<Ji_ng-

'21 c /) J hl~ l- -,-'-'Ll<tn\-:lt plHCC 

\Yorkina for six io 
? ~ 

I-Ic 
In tl1c 

Tl1P _\..TTOrXEY--G;:xKr.n.L: ~~ou 
:reeled th_:t sta·'---~Lent on 

c _ln n uro hiru 
statcn1ent at a 
it. I distinct! y 

st," t~ng that 
·:rl, c. L [ T 

~1bou.t T~1is is a 
dc:hLOCTa~ic principle, and ii· 
th~.t "\Y _ r:re going to 

n1::tn.- irresp~ct1ve of 
T:::,. is cntitlf'd to e 

~tnd the ~-ncndment of the 
designed specially to die­
s: of el ~ctors bv rt:'lsOP. 
thev invarir: bly ~ support 

The Attorney-Gr 
out a case 
nnv 1: E'd L 'n en 

''orkf>r. Look ~t 'he position 
of vif>IY of thn three n~onths' 

nun lifkation. Thoro ore hun-
11lf'tl IYho ha ye to travd about th J 

~._·onntr•.?. c:;ncl t1wso rr1on '"\vill surclv be di3-
u.nc1c:r thi.; 1nea~.~Jrc. The num-

workcrs ~ ~ incn~n.sing- fro:rn 
da.".- to da \: an cl the nolirv of the Go>.TeTn­
ment in ~r nncctfon with {~y,, nJployrncnt in 
Quccm!nnrl is ir; thee direction of fm·thc r 
~,;, fl··nc',ieing okctors. \Vo know the Go­
vcr~nlcnt nrc building seaside huts and 

th" unemnlovN1 from ·ome of tho 
eloctorntoc ·in the metropolitan 

area do'~ n to t11e Tr rv constituencies at 
th0 side. · 

Mr. EmV.\RDS: Do you object to that? 

Mr. I-IY-::\:ES: I obieet to the Govern­
ment using the position" of th0 partly uncm­
ployod in order to prated their own miser­
able hides. Take the case of single men. 
Single men are compelled to keep on the 

so the:, haYe no ciwnce 
ll:JUlC'::i LD the~ rvlJ. 

~~~u~1;;~1~11:~;11 ~u~;.if~11f~~~ 1l~~ti~~~o~~:l~~s~ l~c0 ~~ 
or a YagaLoncl. is the tho 

l(>~'i 1 it' i.'J 
~ of 

Do ,,ou 
a hobo to 

. ::;{1~. J-l YXES: The Govenunent are 
1ug l:obo0 and Y."lgabonds of t:1ese n1e 1 
tho r:rhcJ are uot oualified 
'7:l.t:Ul'8 r 1s fnnn ih2 GoYernrflent unlc;:;s 
Llcy n~·;. lJrCl~ ~.:_·,~J to di:,£rancltiso thernsclves. 

The llon'3c ljo: rnccJ at 9.30 p.n1. 




