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Tolls on Road, Etc., Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

TUESDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER, 183L

Mr. SpesgER (Hon. C. Taylor, Windsor)
took the chair at 2.30 p.m.

REGULATION OF SUGAR CANE PRICES
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

ASSENT.

Mr. Spe:XER announced the receipt of a
message from His Tixeellency the Governor.
conveying FHis Excellency's assent to this
Bill.

QUESTIONS.

C'osT oF RUNNING PUMPING STATION AT
NortHE BUNDABERG.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) asked the
Secrctary for Railways—

“1. What are the comparative costs
of running the pumping station at North
Bundaborg since the installation of elec-
trical power, as compared with the costs
of previous steam plant?

2. Is it true that the private electrie
light company 1s making » handsom:
profit from the revenue received for
power supplied, while the employee in
charge of the plant is being rationed
in his working hours?”’

The SECRETARY ¥FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Mwurilla) replied—
“1. and 2. The cost is practically the
same in each case, viz., 8d. per 1,000
gallons, provided no overtime is incurred
in operating tho steam pump. The elec-
tric pump 1s being used to supply the
whole of the requirements for North
Bundaberg depot at present. The ser-
vices of the pumper, thercfore, are not
required, and he is employed a3 a
labourer, pooling work with others. It
would involve payment of overtime to
obtain the whole of the water supply by
steam pump. I have no knowledge of
the electrie light company’s profit and
loss account.”



Questions.

MARYBOROUGH
1924-25 AND

SALARIES PAID 10 OFFICIALS,
LOCOMOTIVE  DEPARTMENT,
1920-31.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg)

Secretary for Railways—

1. What was the amount paid to
the following officials of the Mary-
borough Locomotive Depariment—viz.,
locomotive foreman, assistant locomotive
foroman, and locomotive inspector, for
the financial yvear 1924-25:—(a) Salaries
of each officer, respectively; (b) regula-
tion allowances, and other incidental
eupenses to each officer, respectively?

*2. What was the amount paid to the
locomotive foreman, assistant locomotive
foreman. and locomotive inspector for
the financial year 1930-31:—(«) Salaries
of each officer, respectively; (b) regula-
tion allowances, and other incidental
expenses to each officer, respectively ?”

asked the
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The BSECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murille) replied—
1 and 2—
I ! 7‘
‘ | Allowaneos ‘
Position. | Satary. | and I otsl,
| | Bxpenscs, “
boe | A
1924-1925. B
Locomotive Ioreman 402 59 I 461
Assistant L(AOI]lUt!\L 374 | Nil | 371
Ioreman .
Locomotive Inspes tor\ 365 | 59 L4824
1930-1931.
Locomotive Toreman 421 | Nil 421
Assistant Locomotive 413 Nil 413
Foreman
Locomotive Inspecforg 358 62 420

During ihe vear IQuO 31 the position of
locomotive foroman  was held, at dif-
ferent times, by two officers and a reliev-
ing officer, whilst that of locomotive
inspector was held, at different times, by
two officers. There was, however, no
officer occupying the posltlon of loco-
motive inspector for one month during
1930-31.

MAREEBA TOBACCO-GROWERS.
Mr. O'KEEFE (Cairns) asked the

miey—

Pre-

1. Wiill he kindly inform me if the
tobapco-growers of Mareeba have yet
received pavment for the crop manu-
factured last month?

2 What is the name of the tobacco
company who are handling the crop for
Mareeba growers?

* 3. The name of the bankers of the
said company?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hen. R. M. King, Logan),
for the PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubiyny), replied—

“1 to 8 The Government has no
official information on this matter, but
the company concerned has courtcously
supplied the following answers to- the
hongsurabls member’s questions :—

(1) Yes.
(2) The National Tobacco Company,

Limited.

{3) The Natlonal Bank of Austral-
asia, Limited.”
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PaviENTS 10 WHITE AND HANCOUX FOR ASSIST-
ance 7o Muncana COMMISSION.

PEASE (Herbert) asked the Pre-

“ 1. What was (¢) the amount of fees,
(%) travelling and other expenses, paid by
i Government, either to the firm of
White and Hancock, public accountants,
or to Mr. R. C. Hancock, accountant,
who was engaged by the GO\ ernment to
assist in the Mungana Royal Commis-
ston?

2. Is it not a fact that the said Mr.
R. C. Hancock oceupics the position of
treasuror on the oxceutive of the Country
and Progressive National Party?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (ilon. R. M. King, Logan).
for the PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,

;11(7;/3711;/), replied— i
{a) Moessrs, White and Hancock
were pald the following amounts for pro-
fessional serviess :—

s. d.

568 3 0
8 0 ¢

£596 3 0

2 The honourable member should
inquire from the asscciation concerned.”

Prinecipal, first-class clerk,
and other clerks .
(4} Travelling expenses

Potaroes CONDEWNED AT ROMA STREET

MARKLTS.

Mr. MAIIER (Rosewood) asked the Sec-
01 Agriculture—

Whst quantity of potatoes were
co: 1dﬂmned by the Government inspector
at the Roma street markets for the
twelve months ended 30th June, 19517

What becomes of condemned pota-
toes? .
“3., Will he agree to retura con-
demned potatoes to growers who are
prepared to pay the return freight? ™’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. F. Walker, {'ooroora) replied—

1. 4,816 bags.

“2. If the infestation is not excessive
they are picked over, the sound tubers
being rebagged and’ returned to the
avenb During the year 1930-1931, 3,146
bags of sound tubers were returned to
the agents; 266 bags of slightly
blemished potatoes were allowed to be
sold for immediate consumption, and
1.404 bags were supplied to approv ed pig-
geries to Le boiled and fed to pigs.

3. It is not considered advisable thas
condemned lines be returned to the
senders; previous action in this direction
was found to be most unsatisfactory.
One of the principal objects of the
Discases in Plants Acts is to prevent the
dissemination of pests and diseases, and
to allow the return of diseased pota.toes
would have the opposite effect.”

TF.LECTORATE MAJORITIES FOR RETENTION OF
Lrecrsnative COUNCIL.

Mr. MAHER (Rosewood) asked the Pre-
!Y].IE‘X—

“ Out of seventy-two electorates in the
State, how many gave a majority in
favour of the retention of the Upneyx
House when the referendum was taken?”
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Zogan).

for the PREMIER (Hon. A. X. IMoore,
Aubigny), replied—

¢ Total.

Against ... ... 60 179,105

For .12 116.196

Majority against ... 62,909

Muxgava MiNive Leasss

Mr. AL . JONES (Paddington) asked the
Secretary for Mines—

1, What is the date cn
Mungana leases, inecluding the Girofla
and Lady Janc mines, became aufo-
muetically forfeited under ¢ The Marecba
to Chillagoc Railway Acr of 1897 "

2. What is the date cn which appli-
catton was made for o lease of the arca
embracing the Girofla aind Lady Jane
mines effer they were forfeited under
‘ The Marceba to Chillagoe Railwar Act
of 189777

<3 Is 1t not a fact that these mines
were held under claim tenure between
the date of forfeiture and the date of
lease application?

4. By whom were they held?

.

which the

5. Was there not legislative restric-
tion under the Chillagoe Act which pre-
cluded at the time of the forfeiture of
the leases the Government working metal-
liferous mines in the Chillagoe district
other than the Einasleigh mine?”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (¥Hon. N. F
Macgroavty, South  Drisbane), for  the
SECRETARY FOR MINES (Houn. E. A.
Atherton, Chillagoc), replicd—

“1 to 5. The information iz bheing
obtained.”

Divipexps axp Rovarties Paip sy MorxT

MoraaN COnpANY.
Mr. AL J. JONES (Paddington asked the
Secretary for Mines—

“ 1. Under which Act was the famous
Mount Morgan mine converted from
frechold to leasehold tenure?

“2. What
power?

3. What is the total amount paid ia
dividends by the Mount Morgan Cowm-
pany and the annual dividend patd from
the inception of the mine to the wear
1909°?

‘4. What is the amcu»! of royalty on
gold won paid to the Mines Department
by the Mount Morgan Company from
its inception to the date of conversion
frz,m frechold to leasehold tenure?

. What is the amount of royalty
pa'u in the year prior to the date of
conversion from freehold to leascheld
tenure”?

Administration was in

“6. Is it not a fact that 1 per cent.
royalty was paid on all gold wen prior
to the date of conversion under an Act
of Parliament, and that the said con-
version from freehold to leasehold
tenure relieved the company from pay-
ment to the Crown of a large sum_ of
money by way of royalty at a time when
the mine was dividend-paying? "

[ASSEMBLY.]

Atherton, Chillagoe),

Quesiiors.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon, N. F.
Macgroarty, South  DBrisbune), for the
SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon, E. A,
replied—

“1 to 6. The information is
obtained.”

being

SUPERANNUATED CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEES N
CLERICAL DIVISION, RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
Mr. HANLON (Zthaca) asked the Secre-

tary for Railways—

“ 1. What is the number of classified
employees in the clerical division retired
under superannuation?

‘2. How many of the vacated classi-
fied 1)031‘monu were abolished ?

‘3. How many of the vacated classi-
fied positions werc reduced in classifica-
tion?

¢4, How many cther classified posi-
tions were abolished in consequence of
promotion of employees to classified
positions rendered vacant under super-
annuation?

“5, Does he consider he is carrying
out the spirit of his civeular to employees
when he put the superannuation schcme
to them?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. Godfrey Morgan, 3furille) replied—
1. Twelve classified eclerical em-
ployees.
2. Three,
“3. Two.
“ 4. Eleven.
5. Yes.”

Fees Patp 1o CrowN COUNSEL IN MUNGANA
TRIAL.
Mr. DASIH (Mundingburra)
Attor nev General—

. What was the fee agreed on brief
bet\\ ecen the solicitors aciing fcr the
Crown and the Attomm General in the
case r¢ the Crown #. Reid, Goddard, and
others?

“ 2. What was the fec agreed on per
day in respect to the Attorncs-General in
the case referred to in (1)7?

3. What was the fee agreed on brief
between the solicitors acting for the
Crown and Mr. A. D. McGill in the
same case as referred to in (1)7

“4, What was the fce agreed on brief
per day in respect to Mr. Mc(Gill in the
case referred to in (1)?7”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Drisbane) replied—

“1. to 4. The fees havs not been agreed
on as yet.

asked the

Srocks ox Haxp or RAILS AND SLEEPERS,
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick) asked the
Secretary for Railways—

1. What surplus mileage length of
new rails has the Commissioner in the
Southern Railwav District on hand at
the present time?

“ 2. What number of sleepers have the
depaltment on hand in Southern Queens-
land, and What length of line would same
constmct?



Questions.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murille) replied-—
“1. Nil. Stocks on hand are required
for financial vear 1931-1932, for mainten-
ance and regrading purposes.

“2. Only sufficient sleepers are heing
cut to meet maintenance requirements
and miscellaneous works for the year
1831-1932.”

SucassTep Graxt to Mowo Trorrcan Fruir
Company, TOWNSVILLE.
Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy) asked the Pre-
mier—

“In view of the policy expressed by
him during the eclection campaign at
Townsville of assisting industry, will he
give f'womdble consideration to the
granting of assistance to the Mono
Tropical Fruit Company, to the extent
of £5.000,
cnabie them to fulfil the orders they
have in hand, and thus considerably and
immediately add greatly to employment
in the North of Queensland.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, ZLogun),
for the PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,

Aubdigny), replied—

“ Tast vear thl% cowpany applied for
assistance under  The Industries Assist-
ance Act of 1828, but the board for
varicus reasons could not recommend the
Government  to make the desired
advance. In June last I was given to
undersitand that further representations
would be made, but so far I have not
been zpproached.  Any application the
company may make will receive careful
consideration.”

Cosr t0o GOVERNMENT OF BANKRUPTICY

EXaMINATION OF FREDERICK REID.

Mr. O'KEEFE (Cuairns) asked the Pre-
mier—

1. What was the total cost incurred
by the Government in conneetlon with
the public eaxamination held in October,
1929, of Frederick Reid, insolvent estate?

“2. (@) To whom were feoes, expenses,
cte., paid, and what ~were the respective
amounts of same; (b) what are the full
details of the total costs incurred by
the Government in this case; and (¢)
what department or departments defrayed
the sanie?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan),

for the PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigny), replied—
1. D388 19s. 1d.
“2. () and (b)— £ d
nta\‘“ Ronmumr Burean 7 40
. MeGill .. 5115 0
Taxing thco] Bankruptey
Ceurt . 319 0
Mossre, Tlt/rrolahl and V\7').]Sh
including  witnesses”  and
other expenses, and inei-
dental costs .. 287 6 1
Public Curator ... 215 0
£353 19 1
(¢) Costs were allocatad pro rata

t
in proportion to the respective claims of
+he departments concerned.”

[1 SEPTEX

which will be adequate, to

IBER. ] Elsetoral Districts Bill.

PAPER,

The following paper laid on the
table : —

Proclamation dated 2Ist August, 1931,
under ‘““The Abattoirs Agreement
Ratification and Meat Industry Act
of 1920.”

was

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL
INITIATION 1IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Boberts, Fast Toowoomba, in the chair.
Tie ATTORMEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Blacgroarty, Sowth Brisbane) [2.45]: I beg
o move—

*That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to provide for the reduction
of the number of members of the Legis-
lative Assembly, and of the number of
clectoral districts to sixty-two; for the
distribution  of electoral districts, and
to make provision for the better repre-
.entation of the people of Queensiand in
Parliament.”

The Bill is introduced to bring about an
cquitable redistribution of electorates and
cause a saving by reducing the number of
clectoral districts from seventy-two to sixty-
twoe.  The present Acts of 1910 and 1922

will be vepealed except for the purpose
of filling an» vacancy that may occur in the
present Parliament before it 1z dissolved.

The )M will declare that the number of
members in the ILegislative Assemblr will
i t;'-t\\o and the number of elestoral
ricts will be sixty-two. Three commis-
will ke appointed, one to be the
an, and it will be their duty to divide
the State into sixty-two electoral districts.
The quota will be ascertained by dividing
the net enrolment as at 30th June, 1921, by
sixty-two. and that quotient shall be the
uota, That number will be ascertzined in
accordance with the figures supplied by the
mmmml clectoral officer; and, when pub-
shed In the *° Gazette,” it will be conclu-
- evidence as to the number of electors
cn the roll. I understand the answer given
to a question the other day is a correct
record of the number of electors on the roll
as st 30th June, 1931, The commissioners,
in making their redistribution, will have
regard to the community or diversity of
interesty, means of communication, physical
t‘eratnrm, and the area of a proposed district
not comprising any part of a city or town.
The commissioners, as under the old Act.
will be empowered to fix the number of
clectors at one-fifth more or one-fifth Iless
than the quota in any given electorate.

Theve is a new feature about thi; Biil,
and that is in regard to a plopo :d distriet
wholly comipris od of a city or wholly com-
prised of l)d.lt of z city. In tnat case the
sumber of clestors shall not be less than
tho quota. Also, where within the boun-
daries of a district there is included a city
ar part of a citr, the number shall not be
less than 7,000, The tofal number of eleciors
cn the voll at #0th Jume, 1931, was 497,506.
The quota will be 8,029. The maximum—ons-
fifth  above that—will be 9.684, and the
minimum—one-fifth below the quota—will be
6,424. In addition to that under the Local
Authorities Act, outside Brisbane there are
ten c\tms—namuly, Toowoomba, Townsville,
Clarters Towers, Gymplie, Maryboxough

Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.}
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Bundaberg, Rockhampton, Ipswicih,
and Cairns.
Mr. WL
guota bLe?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is not
exactly known what their quota will be, but
it is likely to be a minimun of 7,000, I
am not speaking authoritatively—that 1s
entircely a matter for the commission—bur,

Mackay,

Foraan Suitii: What will their

as far as I can make out, the srats I have
just named—I am only assuming, as I do
ot know what the commi n will do—

may be comprized of the citivs and districts

outside thrm.
Mr. W. ForeaN SMITH :
commission ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We have
not appeinted the commissioners ; that will be
done in due course. It is likely that, on
account of these cities 1 have mentioned
comprising arcas outside the city boundaries
their minimum ecnrolment will poswsibly be
7,030.

I would like to mention that the whole of
the Brisbane electorates will have mini-
mum of the quota under this Bill, viz., 8.029.
On thoe present-day figures there are eight
Brishane scats under the new quota. Those

Who ave to be the

scats are Brisbane, DBuranda. ude
Valley, Kurilpa, Marce, Merthyvr, Padding-
ten, and South Brisbsne. The other twelve
seats in the metropolitan area are above the
quota. I have roughly caleulated thes
figures my-elf and cannot vouch for their
accuracy, although I think they are fairls
ascurate. In the country there are tw e'tv

ity below the minimuam, leaving out of

consideration the ten city seats that I have

mentioned.
Deesmber, or at
may be prescribed, in

On or bLefore 1st
other date as

¢ase
they ave not quite ready at that period—

(\lthov;:‘l we hope they will be--the com-

mizsioners shall cause fo be exposed in the
court houses and principal polies stations
ithroughout the State a map delinesting the

boundaries of the proposed districts and
contiguous districts and the approximato
number of electors. Objections may be

lodged within a month from such exposi-
“tion; and the objections shall be  con-
sidered by the commission kefore making
a final decision.  Oun or belose lit February,
1932, or at anv ibed date that
may be neccssary, on shall maka
a report setting forth the quota of electors,
the mames of cach electoral district, the
boundarics of each eclectoral district, the
approximate number  of * electors  therein,
and shall also furnish signed maps showing
the names and boundaries of the electorates.
The Governor in Courcil shall thereupon
proclaim the names and thr boundaries in
the *° Government Gazette.” After the Com-
mi rs bring in their 1r\1\o"ts due provi-
e"fm ill he made for the compilation of the
rolls, in compliance with th- ]mnf{x_ons Act.
If by any chance a by-elect! d ocenr
before the end of the prese
it will be held on the old bounds
matter in what district it may occur.

Then there is a final provision giving the
Governor in Council power to make any
readjustment.

Mr. BeEprorp: You had better not let too
many over there die before this comes in,
because there will be a new House.

[Hon. N. . Macgroarty.

TASSEAIBLY.]

Electoral Disiricts Bill.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The
remark of the hon. member for Warrege

comnpels me to state that his is one of the
unfortunate seats in which the enroliment
is below the minimum. It is also provided
that the Governor in Council may at any
time readjust the boundaries or have a com-
plete redistribution when such is required.

I think that the information I have given
is all that is required at this stage.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) [2.55]:
This Bill is one of considerable importance.
Tt deals with the number of members to be
electrd to this Parliament, and sets out the
terms and conditions under which their eleo-
tion shall be made. It purports to reduce
the number of members of Parliament by

ten for the purpose of effecting some form
of economy. 'These are davs of cconcmy,

and where economy can be effected then it is
worth while tdlﬂ“g the opportunity; but [
submit that it is not a desire for effecting
cconomy that has induced the Gov@xnmon‘c
to introduce this Bill. The rcal facts arve
known—that the Gov ernment, having made
preliminary surveys of all the electoral dis-
tricts of the State, have discovered that by
1no other means that they can devise can
they so adjust those electorates a: to secure
the retwrn to this IMouse of a majority to
sunport them. Therefore, they have devized
this method, undor which, by reducing the
nu moer of members by ten. they can so mani-
nulate the boundirln of clectorates as to
keep themselves in power: so that the Bill
could be antly deseribed as 2 © Govern-
ment Electoral Insurance Bill,” because, so
far as legislation can contrive it, the dice
are to be loaded in their favour. That is
the main and nﬂdouhi(‘u object thst the
Government have in mind. T repeat. they
h=ve had a complete survey of all the elec-
toral districts in the State.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :

Mr, W. FORGAN SMITH : Thn“ have (Us-
covered that no other means of manipula-
ticn they can think of will ¢nable them so to
1ccon:hmt the electoral boundaries as to be
in their favour; and, as a conscquf‘m‘g, they
propose to reduce the number of members of
this House by ten and fix city quotas in such
a wav as to further their object in the direc-
tion I have indicated.

One must view this question from the
point of view of its gencral effect on ¥
people of Queensland. I think it was in
1896 that the number of members of this
House was fixed at seventy-two. It was
pointed out then in justification of the Bill
which increased the number of wtmbers of
the Legislative Assembly that, with the
growth “of population, and having regard to
the variety of natural resources of this State.
an increase of the number of members of
this Assembly was nceessary in order to give
adoquate representation to industries and to
all sections of the community. It was felt
tr‘at where population wa= congre "1’(ed in
the mpxhl city, for example, the people ha(}
cnt o

That is not true.

quick and casy access to the Govern:

the dav, but that people in “the remote por-
tions of the State, who were pioncering and
developing its wosources, hzd not the same

opportunit; The nun,bxr of members was
accordingls increased with a view to giving
adoquato representation to all portions of
the State, so that their claims might be
brought before the Clovernment and Parlia-
ment, and their interests properly safe-
guarded.



Elsctoral Districts Bill.

The number of seats was fixed at seventy-
two when the population was less than
one-half what it 1s to-day; so that my con-
tention that the Bill is devised to load the
dice in the interests of the Government and
not in the intercsts of the country is true.

A further important point must be men-
tioned. During the past twenty years the
responsibility of Parliament has inercased
enormously and the ramifications of guvern-
moent have extended in every direction. As
a consequence, the problems to be dealt with
by Parliament are now greater, more com-
plex, and of more importance to the people
generally. At orc time, if the Goverument
introduced an amendment of the land laws,
the Budget, and passad the Estimates, that
could be regarded as the work of the session,
At that time the people did not regard some
of the things now dealt with legislatively
as being within the sphere of legislation.
Fven the hurried survey such as I am
making row demonstrates bevond a shadow
of a doubt that the activities of a Parlia-
ment have inercased, and its responsibilities
have become guater a® has the number of
subjerts to be dealt with by that tribunal.
That is one of the reasons \\h a roduction
in the number of the membors of Parliment
‘hould not be made.

Wo must also realise that the whole prin-
ciple of representative government is in-
volved in a Bill of this nutme Peonle who
do not lock beneath the surface of things—
and included among them are many leader
writers on Tory newspapers—argue that

Parliainent fewer in number can ade-
qaately do the work that i+ now being done.
From a superficial point of view it might
be avgued that a Parliament composcd of
twelve men could legislate and do all that
was necessary in the interests of the govern-
ment of a country. Perhaps the Treasurer
subseribes to that view. Particularly does
ha think that when he is baited in his
party meetings by some of his recaleitrant
\uhordmatm The plir(‘iplc of Parliament
i« based on the fact that all men have equal
rights; tkat all law sheuld be based on the
consent of those subject to the law; and,
inasmuch as no man can be a law unta
himself, the prineiple of representative go-
verrmert has been evolved throughout the
ages, Therefore, we have arrived at a par-
liamentary system wheraby the individual
delegates to his representative that authority
which, in the last analysis, belongs to the
individual; 2nd we have an clectoral system
whereby & given quota of men delegate their
own basic anthority to that man in a repre-
sortative capacity for a period of three
ears, and

The reason for

that is to preserve liberty,
and to preserve the rights of the individual
gonem]]], in a degree justice is to be
meted out by Parliament. The reason why
the people have always overcome dictator-
ships and umcpre%entatu’o forms of govern-
ment 15 that tyranny is be@ot’ren as a
resitlt of power being vested in “the hands of
a few poople: and “the wider the form of
representation the greater the bounds of
frecedom.  The nurrower the basis of repre-
scutation the greatsr the capacity there is
for tvranny, and the undesirable evils fre-
quently associated with power and some-
times with government; therefore, the desire
to reduce the number of members of this
Parliamen? iz basically the desire to limit
the representative system. What particular
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value is there about the figure sixty-two?
1f sixty-two, why not fifty; and, if fifty, why
not twenty 2 Then you get to the basis of
faseism, \\hereby the representative system
of democracy in government 1s abolished
centirely, and a dictatorship established in
Pnhament All those things are involved
in a proposal of this kind.

iy, GrIMSTONE interjected.

1=

Mir. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon.
member for Grmpie may interject as he
likes; we know that ha is not a democrat,

and that he does not give allegiance to any
cf those principles of freedom “which I bave
enunciated.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hen. member
for Gympie did not interject,
- Mr. W. FORCGAN SMITH: I beg the
Lon. member’s pardon. The mteljectlon is

«ll the more unpardondb ¢ coming as it did
from the hon. member for Stanley. When
the hon. member for Stanley came into this
Houss, he at leazst had a minimum of intelli-
gence,  Ile at lea&t had some training in
demnceratie principles, and those ideas of
freedom and liberty w hich 1 have cnunciated;
but since then, probably because evil asso-
ciations cmlnr\t g,ood manners, he hsas
deteriorated to a very large extent.

This is the beginning of the gradual
whittling down of the principle of represen-
tstive govarnment. The present Government
have tried a irumber of things. They tried
to get away with the idea of extoz‘ding the
life of Parliament without the authorily of
the people. Certain members of the party
cppored that idea; and the party realised
- quickly that tho public would be so
OJU““I,(‘FI bv such a line of activity that it
would be dangerous to pursue it. Now they
have devised another method for reducing
ithe nunber of mcanbery in the Assembly,
smiting the numbor of elestorates with a
view, first of all, to saving their own politi-
cal hides, and, secondly, with 2 view to
paving the way for creating another Houwe
of Purliament, thirty members in number,
which will be given power and authority to
thwart ls‘gw‘dtmﬂ passed by the elected
Assembly. is all part of a gencval plot
coneeived b_;\ people, who rea that thev
have repudiated  their obligations to  the
p-ople, and who realise the wrath of the
peopls who have been betrayed. They are
shrinking with terror at the idea of meeti
the people who voted for them at the last

clection—those people  who believed that
their pledges were their bond; and, in
consequence, they desire so to manipulat»

their electorates and the method of election
that many peeple will not h‘vo the oppor-
tunily of casting their votss, while the arcas
in which th{)se votes will be cast will be
different.  The jury to whom they will
appeal will not be the people most affected.

Another reason why I am ageinst this Bill
is that it is a form of interference with the
legislative machine that cannot possibly be
of any advantage to the people of Queens-
land or of the Commonwealth, I favour an
amendment of the Coustitution of Australia
generally, and, included in that, is an amend-
ment of the Constitution of Quecnsmnd It
is ridiculous that there should not be a
central authority having complete power
within the Commonwealth, and I believe
that the Commonwealth Parliament should
be vested with supreme power. That would
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mesn a recasting of ‘the States, and a restate-
ment of the powers and authority of the
States.  There should be centralised autho-
rity in the Commonwealth, with delegated
powers to State Parliaments, much after the
fashion of the <Canadian Constitution.
Matters of domestic concern within a State
should be dealt with by that limited State
Parliument; but national questions, affectine
the interests of the whole of the pcople of
Australia, should be in the final contrel of
a Commonwealth Parliament. No matter
what may be said against such a proposition.
the undoubted trend of cvents is in that
direction. At the present time numerous
conferencres ave taking place between men
who have come from every State in the Com-
monwealth to confer on matters affecting the
whole of the Commonwealth. That mecans
delay—inevitable delay; it mecans division of
opinion; and it means that, in the absence
of a central authority, no definite coherent
policy can be applied and insisted upon for
the pouod necessarily required to give effect
to it. It is absurd that there should be a
federation unable {o give expression cffec-
tively to its desires and needs. The amend-
ment of the Coustltutxon should be in the
dirvection of conferring greater powers upon
the Commonwealth, and to that extent
delimiting the powers of a State and giving
it control only over domestic matters “which
come within its purview. That is the proper
method of dealing with the Constitution, and
when that is done it will be time enough to
deal with the whole qucstion of the number
of members and the conditions under which
they should be eclected. This Assembly
could be completely resast on the basis of
the changed powers and conditions which
would then resulf.

The fact is that at the present fime
Queensland is a sovereign State, having com-
plete power in all mntters with th< oxeED-
tion of those delegated to the Common-

wealth. While that position cxizts no Go-
vernment and no member of Parliament
should allow anv vestige of that authority

to be removed or any of its powers reduced.
When it is done for the purpose of saving
the bides of the Governmeat in power, and
done particularly with & view to paving the
way for the establishment of another form
of Parliament devised deliberately for the
purpose of thwarting the public will, I con-
tend that a measure to reduce the number of
members of Parliament is one that should
be opposed bevanse it in contrary to the
public interests. I shall oppese the measure
at all its stages:

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) [3.14): T am
a strong believer in reducing the number of
members of this Parliawent. and at the out-
set I beg to move the following amend-
ment :—

¢ Omit the words—
¢ sixty-two,”

and insert in lieu thercof the word—
< ﬁft}YA’ E3]
I shall now proceed to set forth my reasons
for the amendment.

I have never in all my life heard such an
oxnosition as that given by the Attorney-
General, whose poor introduction of this
measure gives the State of Queensland abso-
lutely no reason why a reduction of only ten
members should be made. However, let me
get my powder and shot in first; I shall eriti-

[Mr. Smith.
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cise later.
Premicr—
¢1. Seeing that Mr. T. R. Roberis,
member for HWast Toownomba, in 1920
moved the following motion re the
rgduction of members of Parliament.

viz. :—* The motion be discharged from

the business paper with a direction to

the Government that this House is pre-
pared to consider an amendment of the
Constitution providing for a reduction

of the number of representatives to
fifty,” and that the following members

of his Government supported such
resolution when the House divided on

the questicn, viz., Messrs. W. .
Barnes, G. P. Barnes W. A. Brand,

R H. 0. Clayton, E. ‘Cos tello, W. A,

On 22nd July last I asked the

Deacon, J. B. Edwards, J. P. Try,
J. 8. Kerr, R. M. ng, J. ¥
Maxwell, A, K. Moove, Godfrey
Morgan, T. R. Roberts, H. E. Sizer,

E. B. Swayne, Charles Taylor, II. F.
Walker, and R. J. Warren, why is if
now suggested by him and his Csbinet
Ministers that if a reduction does take
place that the number be sixty-two?

¢2. Does he not think that not only
this State but cvery other State is
over-governed, and that it would be in
the interests of the country to reduce
is Parliament fo thirty-six repres:n-
tatives?’
““The PREMIER
Aubigny) replied—
‘1l and 2. Hon. members will have
the opportunity of a full discussion on
thi= matter when the Bill is presented
to Parlizment.””
I divided the Iouse last year on the ques-
tion of the reduction of members of this
Asserably. and there were only three members

(ITon. A. X. Moore,

who voted in favour of it. These members
were myself, the hon. member for Fassifern,
Mr. Wicnholt, and the hon. member for

Mr. Jamieson. Now. that it iz a
CGrovernment measure, I want these ninetecn
members of the Government Party vho

votcd against the reduction to explain their
position.  Speaking to the amondment, youu,
Lir. Roberts, said—

“The majority of members on this
side of the House advocated such a pro-
posal during the general eleclion, and
I do not think 1f necessary to advancs
any further argument in favour of the
amendment.”’

When the question of a reduction of mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly was hndw
discitssion in 1“20 the present Secretary for
Railway "\nga‘} as reportsd on page
83 of Hm ald ” for that vear, rsaid—

“ Personally, if I had a vote upon the
matter I would be in favour of amend-
ing the Act in such a way as to reduce
the number of Ministers. We recontle
went to the country on a policy of
economy, and, at any vate, the Country
Puarty preached to the cauntly the neces-
city of cleaning up our own Ifouse first.
We are in favour of reducing the num-
Ler of members of Parliament to fifty

or fifty-two, and if the Minister inivo-
duced a measure to-morrow bringing

about a reduction of members he wonld
find, at any rate, as far as the Country
Party is concerned, a unanimous vote
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in favour of it. Let us first of all econo-
mise in respect to ourselves before we
introduce retrenchment or economy in
other directions.”

Further on he said—

Parliament is costing thousands and
thousands of pounds more than it should,
and the people are calling out all over
the country for a reduction. I hope
that a vote will be taken, and that every
man on this side will record his vote
against this attempt to place further
expenditure on a country that is over-
taxed and cannot go on bearing the bur-
dens it is carrying.”
on page 91, he is veported as having

“ Right throughout my electorate and
in other parts of the State where I
addressed mecetings, one of the main
points in my speeches was that our party
were in favour of reducing the number
of Parliamentarisns to {ifty or fifty-two,
and, so far as I was concerned myself,
1 said that I was in favour of restricting
the number of sitting days to sixty, if
possible—that that should be the greatest
number of dars we could sit on any one

vear, and that members should be paid
£3 a day or £180 a year. (Iear,
hear!)

Further on he said—

““ When federation was consummated,
we were told—and it was said right
throughout Australia—that there would
be a reduction of members of Parlia-
ment. In Queensland that promise has
not been kept, but in the little State of
Victoria it has been kept. There is no
State in  Australia wheve the cost of
government per head of the population
iz so great as it is in Queensland. In
fact, I am doubtful whether there is any
place in the world where the cost of
government is greater per head than in
Queensland.  (Government dissent.) I
ask hon. members who interjeci te look
up the statistiecs; I went into them
myself and I have not been able to find
one country where the cost per head is
larger. The time has come when the
pecple are erying out for reform in this
direction, and if the matter were sub-
mitted to the people by referendum there
would be an almost unanimous vote in
favour of reduction of members.”

The Secretary for Labour and Industry,

then speaking as the hon. member for Nun-
dah,

sald—

1 proposc at a later stage, if I am
able to do so, to move the deletion of
*seventy-two’ with a view of substitut-
ing ‘fifty.” T believe that fifty members
of Parliament could carry on the busi-
ness of Quernsland equally as well as
it is being carried out to-day, and, if
the majority of those iifty members
happen to be on this side, 1t would be
far better than if there were 100 mem-
bers on the other side. There is an
opportunity now for every member on
the Government side to follow their

[1 SeprEMBER.]
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101, reports him thus—

The hon.

Electoral Districts Bill. 561

hypocritical if they do not accept this
amendment.

‘“So far as we are concerned, we
have no intention or no desire to domin-

ate over the country in any way. (Hear,
hear!) The countm members and the
Northern members can take that as

ucﬁnlte—that we have no desire in any
Way to deprive them of any mplesenta~
tion in the House. We want to bring
about a reduction of members, because
the cost of Government at the present
time is too great. We need economy,
and we ask rhe Government to be serious
in practising economy at the present
time. We »hould let the public servants
know that when their claims for increases
were opposed in the Arbitration Court
on the score of cconomy, the Government
also recognised that it is necessary to
practise cconomy, and they can prove
that by agreeing to a reduction in the
number of members of Parliament. They
will show their sincerity and inspire con-
fidence in the public servants if they
have any objectionable work to do, and
I feel sure that it will also help to get
their loan. I hope that the Housa will
favourably consider this question. The
Sfate will not be affected detrimentally
in any way, the cost of Government wiil
be less, and the people will be just as
adequately represented in the future as
they are at the present moment. As a
city member, I say that we have no
intention of outvoting the North or
dominating the situation.”

will also read what the present Speaker

had to say at that time, as reported on page
101 of “ Hansard ” for 1920—

© Mr., Tavpor argued that, in com-
ing to o decision on the amendment, it
was necessary for members to decide the
guestion as to whether the government
of the State could be carried on as
eﬁicientlv by a reduced number of mem-
bers as it was carried on at the present
time. Personally, he was of opinion that
it could be carr 1cd on aw eﬂ"wlent]y with
a smaller number, and that the fear
of Northern representatives that the
interest= of North Queensland would
suffer if the total of members was
reduced was: unfounded.”

The present Deputy Premier also spoke to
and “ Hansard,” at page

“Mr. Kaixg (Logan) sald this was a
most important proposal, which would
lead to sanc and stable government. If
sincere, the Government should welcome
tle amendment, which would not react
unfairly on North Qucensland. The
increase in the work of the departments
did not necessitate the appointment of
a fm her Minister, and a reduction of
members would stop the drift of popu-
lation to the cities, The Premier would
have the country bebind him in agree-
ing to the reduction proposed.”

member for Kurilpa, Mr. Fry,

N

also supported the amendment moved by the
hon. member for Bast Toowoomba, that the
number of members be reduced to fifty; in
fact, he seconded the motion. I think there
are seven of the present Cabinet Ministers
who were then in Opposition; and I want

Mr. Dunlop.]

leader in his announcement yesterday
that he sought the co-operation of this
side of the House in measures for the
benefit of Queensland. A reduction of
members will he for the benefit of
Queensland, and the Government will be

1831—2x~
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to know what they have to say in regard to
reducing the number to sixty-two only.

Mr. KEeLso: That was eleven years ago.
Mr. DUNLOP: They have not got a leg

to stand on. The plea used then was on
account of the financial position of the Go-

vernment; and they wanted the number of
members reduced to fifty. I ask the ex-

Attorney-General to let me, by way of inter-
jection, know if that was not so—he knows
1t is. The state of the country at the present
time 1s ten times worse than it was in 1920;
and there is all the more reason why we
should have only fifty members,

I would like to give a small quotation from
the Brisbane ¢ Courier” of 22nd July last
on the non-party system in an article by
Mr. Philip Frankel. 1le has expressed my
ideas to a nicety—

“1f a change 15 to be made, why not
turn our attention to something pro-
gressive by advocating the alteration of
our Constitution with a view to bringing
about a non-party Government?  This
would obviate the necessity for a second
Chamber altogether, and would bring
abour a sounder and more representa-
tive Administration, where all classes of
the community would be adequately
cared for. If such a Government were
extablished, I submit that we would not
require more than forty-eight members
of Parliament all told, and that their
salaries should be fixed at £500 per
annum, with an extra allowance of £500
fer cach of the Ministers who devote
their whole time to parliamentary duties.
This would mean an expenditure of
abour £27,500, as against the present
expense of about £43 0060.”

T waut to know whether those saven Cabinet
Ministers and the balance of the nineteen
intend to sink their honour or stand firm
for the principle they then supporied. The
Governnent should treat this motion as a
non-party question. The country is wailting
to see where their desire for cconomy comes
in. 1 challenge the Treasurer and the Scere-
tary for Railways to declare themseclves for
my proposal. Where is the Secretary for
Labour and Tndustry, who talks about how
sincere he is, going to stand? Where will
the Srcrotary for Agriculture and Stock—a
man for whom I have the greatest respect—
be feund? Ave they going to sink their
horour, or vote for the reduction to fifty?
Me. BrAND interjectod.

Mr. DUNLOP: The hon. member voted
for fifty; and he has not the courage to get
up and say why he is not going to do so
again. If the Government intend to be
honourable and fair; and if, as they say,
they believe in  co-operation, then they
should reduce the number of Nationalist
scuts by five and the number of Labour
seats by five; but we shall find that ten
Labour scats will be cut out, which, in my
opinion, will be a scandalous state of affairs.
(Government interjections.) Hon. members
cannct scare me. I have them where I
want them, and  will divide the Committee
to see where they stand.

The Premier says that he wants to re-estab-
lish the Upper House, with fifteen nominee
members representing industries on a mnon-
party which is my ideal, and against
the Promier"s—-—an(‘l fiftcen elected members
and a President. If we only had thirty-six

[y, Dunlop.
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clocted members in this Fouse and the bal-
ance of the fifty representing industries on
@ non-party basis, we should not nced an
Upper House at all.

On 21st September the Chambers of Com-
merce of Queensland will meet, and, amongst
other things, will discus# the constitution of
Parliament. The Bowen Chamber of Com-
merce will bring forward this motion—

“That this conference is of the
opinion that the political system iIn
Australia is a failure, and that the

country would be more efficiently and
economically governed by a commission
Compmsmv men of proved qualifications;
that the root of the existing evil lies in
adult franchise with its small percentage
of intelligent opinion and resultant poor
type of representative, class government,
and class legislation; and that to achieve
the desired change, men pledged to take
steps for the alteration of the Constitu.
tion only should be clected to Parlia
ment,”’

The newspaper which contains that report
also says—

“ The Ipswich Chamber of Commecree
proposes an amendment of the Electoral
Acts to provide for State clectorates to
coincide in area with the Federal elec-
torates, and that each #lectorate be repre-
sented by iour members.

“ Four chambers—Townsville, Ingham,
Gympie, and Brishane—have intimated
their intention of moving resolutions in
regard to the reduction in the number of
members of the Legislative Assembly.

““ Townsville favours a rcduction te
Afty members, each to be paid a salary
of £400.

“Ingham merely suggests ‘a general
reduction in the number of seats.

“ Gympic opines that ‘the time is
opportune for a reduction in the num-
bher of State and Federal legislators.’

“ The Brisbane Chamber of Commerce
o\“h%ed appreciation of the Govern-
ment’s determination to reduce the num-
ber of Legislative Assembly members
and to re-establish the Legislative
Council.”

The Brisbane Chamber of Commerce will
not be pleased to read in ¢ Hansard ”’ that
ninetesn of  the present Government Party
<L1pp0rted a House of fifty members, but
that not a man Jack of them—as I think—
is now game to get on his hind legs and
express his opinion on the point. The
majority of ocur Cabinet to-day—seven—
csuld rule the roost if they wished: and I
want them to get up and say why they are
not prepared to reduce the number of mem-
bers of this House below sixty-two.

The “ Courier’ of 27th Augusi last had
this to say with regard to a reduction of
members—

 Precisely on what lines the redistri-
bution commissioners will proceed cannot
be accurately forecast; but it 1s gene-
rally thought that threc metropohtan
and seven (ounn_v scats, mo=t of them in
the Central district, the North and the
West, will be abolished or amalgamated
with other electorates.”
The result will be the abolition of ten Labour
seats, instcad of the aholition of five
Nationalist seats and five Labour scats. The
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“Telegraph 7 of 30th July, 1931, had this

to say concerning the proposed Redistribu-
tion of Secats Dill—

“In the fixing of the number of seats

at sixtz-two on Wednesday, the Govern-

ment Party negatived a suggestion,
“That an Assembly of fifty members
would be sufficient for Queensland,’

because the lower figure would entail
the creation of several huge clectorates
in gparsely populated areas.”

Government members did not say that in
1020. The rank and file are afraid to take
2 proper stand in the interests of the State.
Thev fear the loss of their electoral seats,
and they have driven the Cabinet to take
this action. As a bona fide Queen:lander, I
am  prepared to take the risk with all-
comers. It does not matter to me how my
clectoral seat is mutilated. I am prepared
to stand by the will of the people. The
majority of the Governmeort members are
afraid of losing their parliamentary salaries
of £500 per annum and their electoral seats,
and have driven the others to agree to this
proposal.
The ¢ Telezraph” further stated—
“ TWyen on the basig of sixty-two, some
f the northern and north-western areas
will be extensive, and this is an agree-
ment adopted by members, some of
whom represent the large rural areas,
against any rednetion of salaries of
members from £500 to £400 as has been
suggoested.”

One Government member expressed himself
in this manner—

“With eny o7dit"on tn bis electorate. as
probably there would be under the redis-
tribution, it would mean an expenditure
of £100 from his parliamentary salary to
enable him to cover the electorate at
election time alone.”

I apreal to the nineteen members to whem I
kave referred not to d1<g1a0ﬂ themselves,
but to stand by me and to vote with me in
the interest= of Queensland., 1 take it, that
vou, Mr. Rnber{s, the Treasurer, the pre-
sent Secretary for Railways. and the present
Denuty Premier, moeant “what vou said in
1920. 1 am prepared to advocate a reduction
of members below thirty-six. Australia as
o whole 1s over-goverved, and twentr
member: in this Parliament would be quite
sufficicnt. However, I propose to adhere to
my proposal for a rcduction of members to
fifty.

I differ {rom the contention of the Leader
of the Opposition that Queensland is entitled
to seventy-two members on a population
basis. The Federal Labour DTarty has
slready adopted a resolution providing for
a referendum on the question of the aboli-
tiecn of State Parliaments. The Leader of
the (Opposition must, therefore, stand for
the abolition of State Parliaments and the
rceognition of one central Parliament. The
contontion by the hon. member is not sound,
and he should support my proposal as a
stepping stone towards the ultimate ideal

and objective of the Federal Labour Party
—the

aboll’non of State Parliaments and
ion of one central Parliament
The cost of parliamentary
Government in Australia is altogether too
high. I do not propose to quote the relevant
figures quoted by me during the discussion
on the Financial Fmergeney Bill. On that

[1 SEPTEMEER.]

Electoral Districts Bill. 563

occasion I pointed out in an unmistakable
manner that the cost of parliamentary
government had been far too heavy.

The average annual cost of parliamentary
government in Queensland over a period of
five years has been £110,541, while for the
vears 1928 and 1929 the cost of the Federal
Parliament was £1,407,741. It took that
sum to govern 6,000,000 people! The aver-
age cost per annum of the Parliaments of
the Clommonwealth from 1920 to 1925 was
£1,258,803. Those figures go to prove that
it is costing too mwuch to govern this countrsy.
Not only have the people of Queensland, but
the people in every State of the Common-
wealth, year in and year out, been hood-
winked in this respect.

An analysis of the cost of municipal go-
verninent reveals a similar state of affairs.
Municipal government has proved an
absolute farce, because a commission of two
or thrce persons could achieve greater
results than the whole of the present Bris-
bane City Council. A remunerated com-
mittee could save the salaries which meinbers
of auy local authority are peaid in any given
vear. The people are waking up to these
facts. 1 previously pointed out that the
1.182 local authorities throughout Australia
were costing in the aggregate £34,405,060.
Iz there any neced for me to go any further
to ask hon. members to support the amend-
ment moved by me? Reform -of parliamen-
tary government is taking place 1n every
country in the world, including Britain.

It has been argued in Quecnsland that it
is impoessible to have a non-party gowern-
ment. It is not impossible; and in that
respeet Mr. Philip Vrankel has given the
key to the situation in a contribution to the
press, I hope that the nincteen members of
the Government Party who previously
expressed themselves in favour of a reduc-
tion «of this Assembly will support my
amendment, for in doing so they will be
serving the interests of Queensland and pro-

viding #n example for the rest of the Com-
monwealth.

My, HYNES (Townsville) [3.38]: I am
oppese d to this Bill. On a previous occa-
sion I referred to this proposed legislation
as being something of a very cowardly
nature in so far as the Government are con-

corand.  The only justification for it put
forward by the Attorney-Genecral in his

introductory remarks was that the Govern-
ment are cconomising. and that it will save
the State approximately £5,000 per annum.
That is a palpable misstatement of the posi-
tion, because we Lknow that it is the
intention of the Government to re-establish
the Upper House.
My, Kexxy: Who told you that?

Mr. HYNES: The press who dictate the
policy of the Government, and the annual
conventicn of the hon. member’s parts,
which dictates its policy, aud tells the hon.
member what he must do. It is well that
the oommunity should realise that the saving
resuiting from the proposed abolition of ten
seats will be infinitesimal. The population

of the State is 920,000, and the saving por
head of population involved by this Bill
works out at five farthings per head per

annum. That shows how farcical and stu-
pidly funny is the statement that this mea-
sure is introduced in order to economisc
The real motive behind this Bill is to enable

Mr. Hynes.]
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the present Government to hold office. They
have exploited every avenue to enable them
to hold the plums of office.

Mr. Kexny: You want to watch your secat.

Mr. HYNES: And the hon. member wants
to watch out that I do not contest his. If
I did, I should be a “six to four on shot.”
(Laughter.)

The Government have exploited every
possible avenue in order to retain office.
First of all, they altered the Elections Acts
so as almost to prohibit the people engaged
in our primary industries from having a
voice in the government of the country. So
far as migratory or nomadic workers are
concerned, the present law makes it most
difficult for them to qualify for enrolment
in this State. That position was created for
the purpese of eassisting the Government to
bold office. If there is any person in this
country who is justly entitled to a voice in
the affairs of the State, it is the men who
are working in the primary industries of the
State—men who go away from the beaten
track, who leave the luxuries of city life
and rough it in the out-back, in the shear-
ing and other primary industries, where
they are subjected to harsh conditions of

living. Those people are not to be allowed
a voice in the affairs of their country,
merely because the present Government

desire to retain office at the next election.
(Government dissent.)

The next proposal that came along was
to extend the life of Parliament. The
Government found that they had been so
discredited in the constituencies that their
only chance of retaining the plums of office
was arbitrarily to extend the life of the
present Parliament. The Government would
bave given effect to that proposition had it
not been for the open hostility of their own
press and a  big section of the decent
Nationalists, who considered the proposal a
barbarous one. At anv rate, the Govern-
ment did not procced with that proposition,
although Y believe that there are some
members on the other side who are still
endeavouring to extend the life of Parlia-
reent,

However, the genius who is at the helm of
the National ship brought out another pro-
position. That proposition we are consider-
g to-day. It aims to cut out ten Labour
seats.  The Brisbane “ Courier,” in =
perfectly candid manner, said thet the ten
scats which will be eliminated will ncces-
sarily be Labour seats because the consti-
tuencies with the smaller number of electors
are held by Labour men at the present time.
That is a statement which appears in the
Brisbane ¢ Courier” of recent date.

The AT7ORNEY-GENERAL: How do you
secount for that?
Sreo FIYNES: I account for it in this

way: The ¢ Courier” dictates the Govern-
ment policr, and the Covernment slavishly
follow that dictation. The “ Courier’’ gives
cxpression to the wishes of the capitalisis
of this country, and the Government are the
servants of the same people.

The ATTORNEY-GENER:L: Speaking about a
eapitalist, have you still got a motor car?®

Mr. HYNES: I have; but that does not
make me a capitalist. May I ask the hon.

[3r. Hynes.
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gentleman if he got the fat fees in the case
into which he pulled the Government?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes.

Mr. HYNES: Well, the hon. gentleman
—with his ‘cobber,” Mr. McGill—will be
able to get a “ Rolls-Royce.” My motor
car has been paid for by me—not by the
taxpayers who will have to pay for the
Attorney-General’s car. (Opposition laughter.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: ** Fellow workers !

Mr. HYNES : I think the hon. gentleman
and Mr. MeGill can call themselves ¢ fellow-
shirkers ” after this. The idea in this pro-
posal is to eliminate ten Labour seats. That
gives.the Government party a pretty decent
break at the start, and then they can go
further and, under this proposal, so gerry-
mander the remaining sixty-two eloctorates
as to make it very difficult for Labour to
secure a majority. By the elimination of
ten Labour seats and fixing the quota as it
is to be fixed under the Bill the dice are
loaded in favour of the Government side.

Mr. Nmumo: Like you did in 1922.

Mr. HYNES: We made no cffort to cut
out ten Nationalist seats, and we were so
much more decent than the other side, at
any rate. If they say what we did was
wrong, then they should do the opposite.
Seeing that the Nationalist Party has a
majority in the House, there could not have
heen anything drastically the matter with
the conditions as we left them. The sole
purpose of the Bill is to enable the Nationa-

lists to save their mean political hides.
There is no doubt about that. The people
outside will appreciate that fact; and I

trust they will get the support they so richly
deser<e. I am utterly opposed to the Bill.

The previous speaker made some reference
to the enormous cost of parliamentary go-
vernment in Queensland. He said that par-
liamentary government cost more in Queens-
land than in any other State, and 1 want to
correct the hon. member. In 192829 the cost
of parliamentary government per head of
population in the various States and the
Commonwealth was:—

»
=
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{Clommonwealth

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland .
South Australia

Western Australl
Tasmania

The average for the Commonwealth was
4s. 5d., so that Qucensland was considerably
below the average for the Commonwealth.
If we have offended in this connection, all
I can say is that the other States have
offended to a larger degree than we have. I
ish to repeat that thc obvious intention
of this Bill is to enable members sitting
behind the Government to retain their seats
at the cost of the dignity of parliamentary
government,

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) [3.47]:
I do not propose in any way to support the
amendment. The argument I put forward on
the main proposal applies with equal force
to the amendment, and I do not think any

BTN N D)

time should be wasted in discussing the
amendment. I just intimate my opposition
to it.
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Mr. FRY (Kurilpa) [3.48]: From time to
time I have advocated a reduction of mem-
bers to fifty; but what is the use of all these
fireworks and wasting the time of Parlia-
ment when we know that such a proposal
could not be carried?

Mr. Porrock: Why could it not be car-
ried?

Mr. FRY : Is the hon. member prepared
to vote for it? If the Labour Party will
vote for a reduction to fifty, I will vote for
it.  (Opposition laughter.) Mock heroics!
Fireworks! I say, and I have said all
along, that, if such a proposal could be
carried, I would vote for a reduction of
members to fifty. I have advocated that
time and again.

Mr. DunLor interjected.

M:. FRY: I am not going to fellow the
hon. member for Rockhampton, for in doing
so I would lose my sclf-respect. The point
I am arviving at is that of common sense.
i told the people in my electorate long before
the Gevernment brought this matter up that
I wuas preparcd to support any motion for
a reduction of members of IParliament from
seventy-two to sixty-two, because I thought
that would be the only vote that would be
carried in this House. I thought that, if
ary attempt were to be made to reduce the
number below sixty-two, it would be defeated
absolutely.

3r. Duxror: What rot !
seven Cabinet RBfinisters?

Mr. FRY: Not more than twenty mem-
bers would support a reduction to fiftr,
leaving fifty-twwo members opposed to such
@ proposal. I am supporting the Govern-
went’s proposal, and I would support fifty
if the Labour Party would support it toc.

Mr. WIENHOLT (Fassiferz) [352]: I do
not wish to waste the time of the Committee;
but I want to speak on this amendment,
and, if I speak on the amendment, I will
not speak on the general motion nor “on the
second reading of the Bill

I am one of those who believe that it is
bighly desirable to reduce as far as possible
the number of members in this House, for it
is in line with what 1 advocate—that is, a
simpler and less costly form of government—
just as I advocate that to enable us to keep
up our standard of living, we must have a
simpler form of private Iife. There is one
cverwhelming argument in favour of the
reduction, and that is that this House has
now becomc only a sub-Parliament. That
may not be nice for us to realise; but, as
federation was the first step which reduced
the status of the Queensland Parliament, so
since then we have again very much reduced
our status, our power, and our responsibility
by the Financial Agreement and the Loan
Council. The Leader of the Opposition says
we have increased our responsibilities.

Mr. W. Forgax Syt : We have.

Mr. WIENHOLT: But the Leader of the
Opposition will remember that we had a
special session of this Parliament, and we
were not allowed to alter one jot or tittle of
the Bill which was then before us. We are,
as I say, to-day, owing to the unification of
our firancos—and I make this statement on
very gocd authority, because Sir Robert
Gibscn himself makes quite frankly in a
letter to Mr. Lyons, the then Federal Trea-
surer, the statement which I will quote,

What about yeur
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Sir Robert Gibson being chairman of the
associated bankers—

“ Owing to the practical unification of
the finances of the Austvalian Govern-
ments through the creation of the Loan
Coungil.”

If yvou unify your finances, what is there left
to do? It is not a pleasant or popular
thing to advocate, but I believe that this
reduction of members should only be the
start of what I have always advocated—
a self-denying ordinance for this Parlia-
ment.  This reduction is the first stage,
and must be followed by a 20 per cent.
cut in allowances, doing away with the life
gold passes of members, and many woiher
parliamentary economies which I have advo-
cated from time to time, such as the elimi-
nation of political influence and interference
in administration: doing away with poli-
ticians taking the blue ribbons of the servies,
the abolition of compulsory voting, and such
other political reforms; and, besides those,
the abolition of that rather shabby custom
of soliciting subseriptions from members of
Parliament other than they would give in
their ordinary private capacity.

There are two essentials iz connestion with
any reduction of members. The first thing
the Government should do is to make a job
of it. de it properly, and do not spoil the
ship for a ha’p’orth of tar. It seems to me
that, if we reduce the number of members
of this ITouse from seventv-two to sixty-two,
we are doing it grudgingly, with the least
possible reduction, just to save our faces,
like a man putting a threepenny-bit into the
collection plate in church. I say, “ Do it
properly, if you are going to do it at ail.”

A motion dealing with this subject was
discussied in this Houss some time ago. I
have read up the “ Hansard ” report of the
debate, but I do not want to probe into it
too deceply, because 1 think these back
“ Hansards” remind one of the saying,
“ (Oh, that mine encmy would write a book !
I think it is quite clear that some hon.
members have altered their minds; and it
is only fair that such hon. niembers should
give reasons for doing so. and that they
should tell us why. having at one tme
voted for fifty members, they now think
sixty-two is a better number.

Tf any reduction of members of this
Assembly is to be made, we should not
allow the people of Quernsland to get it
into their heads that that reductior is under-
taken for the purpose of ¢ dishing” the
Tabour Party or any other party. The
reduction must be done with scrupulous fair-
ness, The members of the commission
should be acceptable to Parliament.
think the Leader of the Opposition might
well be consulted in its personnel.

This motion proposes that it is desirable
to introduce a Bill amongst other things to
malke provision for the better representation
of the people of Quecnsland in Parliament.
T wonder if the people of Quecnsland will
not themselves take a hand in making pro-
vision for their better representation in Par-
liament.

So far we have had political warfare
between two political parties, Nationalist
and Labour, who have been in and out in
the Federal Parliament and in the various
State Parliaments; and we are now facing
a state of national bankruptey; une.mp]oy-
ment is rife; and Queensland’s Parliament

Mr. Wienholt.]
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has handed over the control of her finances
to the Australian Loan Council. This latter
is the result of the Financial Agrecement for
which both big parties are respomsible, and
for which both parties must bear their share
of responsibility; and, with them, the
Nationalist Senators, because it seems to me
that, when they supported that agreement,
they were such good party men that they
forgot they were also Queensland representa-
tives. However, when we look at the State
of Queensland to-day, and when we remember
that last week here we had the spectacle of
the debate over Mungana taking over eight
hours, and the debate on a financial Bill
most important to the interests of Queens-
land lasting about eight minutes, then I say
that the people may themselves, perhaps,
make provision for their better representa-
tion in Parliament. How they will do it I
do not know. We do not know who will be
here after this Parliament. I have no per-
sonal ambition myself whatsoever. I do not
know whether I still hold the confidence of
my electors, or whether they wish me to
represent them again; but I would suggest
to the people of Queensland that, if a debate
on Mungara takes eight hours and a debate
on a most important supply Bill eight
minutes, they may very well seriously con-
sider returning sufficient members with the
right to think, speak, and vote as they think
right and as their conscience dictates, who
might form a real Queensland party to
champion and protect Queensland’s interests.

Question—*‘ That the words propos=d to he
omitted (Mr. Dunlop’s amendment) stand
part of the question” (3Mr. Macgroarty’s
motion)—put; and the Committee divided : —

Aves, 54,
Mr. Barber Dr. Kerwin
,» Barnes, G. P. Mr. King
., Barneg, W. H. +» Kirwan
,» Bedford ,, Macgroarty
,.  Blackley y»» Maxwell
., Bow ., Morgan
,» DBrand ,,  Mullan
., Brazsington ;s Nimmo
» Bruce . V'Keefe
, Carter ,» Pease
,,» Clayton , Plunkett
,» Conroy ., Pollock
,,  Cooper 5 Russell, H, 2.
. Daniel ,»  Russell, W, A,
. Dash . Sizer
. Deacon »  Smith
., Duffy ,»  Stopford
,,  Pldwards +»  Tedman
. Foley . Tozer
., Grimstone . Walker, H. F.
,» Hanson o Walker, 7. B,
. Hill . Wellinutan
,» Hynes s, Wilson
,» JJones, A, 5  Wianstanley
,» Jones, A, J.
. Kelso Tellers:
,» XKenny » Fry
»  Kerr ,» Hanlon
Noes, 3.
Mr. Dunlop Tellers :

Mr. Jamieson
,  Wienholt

Resolved in the affirmative.

Mr. MULLAN (Flinders) [4.8]: It is a pity
that the Attornev-General did not tell us
why he was introducing this Bill. The Bill
s supposed to be for the better representa-
tion of the people in Parliament. It is
somewhat an anomalous pretence on the
part of a Government to propose to re-
establish the Upper House to describe any-
thing they intend to do as being for the

[ Mr. Wienholt.
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better representation of the people, becausz
the elective House, however well the parties
may be distributed, can have its legislation
vetoed by an Upper House, sixteen members
of which will be nominated and fifteen will
represent, not population, but economic
interests.

At 4.10 pm,,

Mr. Grivstoxe (Stanlcy), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. MULLAN : I cannot understand how,
by the wildest stretch of imagination, any-
body ean understand this Bill «s being for
the better rzpresentation of the people in
Parliament. In 1886, when the number of
members was increased to seventy-iwo, the
population of the State was 392 000. To-day
the population is approximately 1,000,000;

and 1t will surely not be argued that, on

the score of population, there is an argu-
ment for a reduction in the number of
members.  Of course, it may be argued
that since that time the Commonwealth
Puarliament was constituted; but I would
remind hon. members that at the time of
federation the Tory Party was in power
and remained in power for a long time after-
wards. At the time of federation the popu-
lation of Queensland was 483,000, The Tory
Government then in power said, ** We shall
still retain seventy-two members.”’
Mr. EDwarDs: When did they say that?

Mr. MULLAN: By not altering the law
they retained that number.
Mr. Epwarps: They did not say it

Mr. MULLAN : They did, by inference;:
otherwise the law would have beeon altered
to reduce the number. If there was a case
then for Quecnsland to have seventy-two
members of Parliament, how much better
is the case now? We have a great variety
of interests in Queensland. Further, there
iz a greater variety of soil and climate here
than in any other State. In every way there
is a better case for a larger number of
members for Queensland. That is one of
the strongest reasons for my opposition to
the Bill. We recall at this time the biblical
saying, “In the multitude of counsecllors
there 1s safety.” The smaller an Assembly
the more important every member in that
Assembly becomes; and in a small Assembly
with a narrow majority there is always the
danger of onc or two men dominating the
situation, and, in effect, dictating the policy
of a Government.

Mr. Epwarps: For a long time you ran
the Government of the country by means of
the proxy vote.

Mr. MULLAN: We ran the country very
successfully with the proxy vote; but that
does not alter the position. Some years ago,
when Tasmania had thirty members in its
Asvembly, there was the spectacle of one
man holding the balance of power, merely
because it was a small Assembly. That is
another argument in favour of retaining a
reasonable number of members.

Surely this measure is not introduced on
the grounds of econcmy. Last year the total
expenditure, including revenue, trust, and
loan funds, controlled by this Parliament.
wais £24,000,000. The proposed reduction
of members will effect a saving of £5,000.
That is not the way to economise. This is
merely an excuse for creating an Upper



Hlectoral Districts Bill.

House, Tancy the irony of the whole posi-
tion! We propose to reduce the number of
members of this Assembly by ten, whilsi
at the same time we proposc to increase the
number of parliamentarians. in the aggre-
gate, by twenty-one, because that will be
the position with the re-establishment of an
Uppsr House of thirty-one members. The
expenditure involved 1in the new Chamber

will be—
£

Thirty members at £150 each ... 4,500

President of the Upper House 1,000

* Iansard,” printing, atten-
dants, and other commit-
ments conscquential on the
creation of an Upper House 14,560

£20,000

The position will be a loss of £15,000 on the
supposcd economy of £57200 under the Bill
now under consideration. At the present
time this Parliament costs £134,000, includ-
ing the establishment of the Governor,
salaries of Ministers and members, costs of
the clectoral department, and all the conve-
yuential expenditure of this establishment.

What is a saving of £5,000 in an cxpendi-
ture of £134,0007 If the Government wanted
real economy, surcly ther would want to save
more than £5000 out of £134,000! To a
certain extent the parliamentery system is
Jeopardised, because this proposal is the thin
edge of the wedge, and if it is a good thing
to reduce the number of members to sixty-
two, next year it may be considered a good
thing to reduce the number to fifty-two, and
50 on.

Parliament, with all its imperfections, is
the best institution that has yet been devised
in civilised countries for conducting the
affairs of the country. There are two sec-
tions in the community ready to destroy this
Parliament. One is the Communists, who
openly say that anv alternalive is better than
the present parliamentary system. Then there
is another section—the extreme wing of the
Tory Party—who wish to appoint a dictator
as a corporation sole, and who are out to
destroy_democracy and establish a dictator-
ship. Both sections are equally dangerous.
The extreme wing of the Tory Party, who
would set up a dictatorship and destroy par-
liamentary government, is just as dangerous
as the Communists. They would pull down
this great temple of democracy, which is the
best mankind has yet devised. This is tho
thin edge of the wedge; and, of course, one
can ecasily lead the public to believe that
there are too many members of Parliament.
If we reduce the number to sixty-two, we
shall have the metropolitan papers asking
for thirty-two, until we destroy Parliament
altogether.

The executive of the Labour Party has to
thank the Attorney-General for his courtesy
in affording us an opportunity of perusing
the Bill. It certainly was a very graceful
act on his part, and it gave members an
opportunity of criticising the measure. As
the Attorney-General stated, the Bill will
repeal the 1910 and 1922 Acts, except that
there will be a provision for casual vacan-
cies. I would point out that a hiatus will
be created if the Attorney-General does that.
There will be no provision for the carrying
out of a genecral election, if such becomes
imperative, between now and the time when
the commission’s report 1is proclaimed.
All the world over Parliaments are subject
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to crises, and a crisis may oceur at any time.
The Nationalist and the Country Parties
may be divided over some question of poliey,
and it may bocome necessary to dissolve
Parliament. I would like the Attorney-
General to consider what he would do inthat
position, because, if the 1910 and 1922 Acts
ave repealed, there will be no electoral
Loundaries and no clectoral machinery for
carrying out a general election. T admit that
such a situation was created after the pas-
sage of the 1910 Act, and continued until the
new boundaries were proclaimed. That was
wrong. It is a long time between now and
April or May next, and it is quite conceiv-
able that in the interval a erists may ocour.
It is not probable, but Parliament should
izake reasonable provision for every possible
contingency that may arise. All the
Attornes-General has to do in order to
avoid that difficulty is to provide for the
repeual of the existing Aels on the proclama-
ticn of the new divisions. TPossibly some-
thing in that dircction might met the case.

The Attorney-General has stated the num-
bers in connection with the quota. He told
us that the figures are substantially correct,
but that there may be a little inaccuracy in
them. He gave 8,028 as the quota, with a
maximum of 9,635, and a minimum of 6,424.
What I take exception to in this Bill is that
rot less than 8,000—or not less than the
gquota—would be the number of electors in
a city electorate. I also take exception to
the provision that there must not be less
than 7,000 in an clectorate which includes
within its boundaries a city or part of a
city. T take it that Charters Towers is
regarded as a city.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
iz in the list of cities
Authorities Act.

" Mr. MULLAN: Toowoomba is another.
My objection is that Charters Towers, for
instance, is remotely situated. It is days
of travel away from the scat of government;
bhut an  hon. member representing Too-
woomba can stay in the House until 5 o’clock
and he home in Toowecemba by about 9
o’clock. There is no comparison between the
difficultics of representation of those two
centres. For that reason cities in the North
should not be put on the same footing as
cities close to the seat of government.

I hope the Attorney-General will recon-

One of them. Tt
under the Local

sider clause 15 cof the Bill, which is
extraordinary. In the Aect .of 1810
#here was no  provision for regulations.
Parliament gave the general instructions,

and laid down the conditions on which the
Commission was to act, and that was the
end of it. In this Bill indirectly the Go-
vernment have power to make by regulation
the most sweeping changes in the whole
conditions of the redistribution system. After
we pass the Bill, section 100 of the Elections
Act Is to apply. That sectien was passed
in 1915 in abnormal times. Onc of the
reasons why so much scope was allowed in
that section was to enable the Government
to give the men at the front a vote. It was
to some extent a war provision, so that
every contingency that might arise in con-
nection with giving a vote to the men at
the front might be met.

There was also another good reason for
the inclusion of section 100 in the Elections
Act in 1915; that was to give the Government
a wide latitude in the conduct of a general

Mr. Mullan.}
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election. Anybody who has had anything to
do with the conduct of such an election
knows that scmetimes a situation arises a
day or two beforc an election making it
imperative for the Governnient to make a
regulation to overcome a difficulty. No
cxeeption can reasonably be taken to that.
Our Government made regulations becanse
we found it absolutely neressary, and no
Opposition party ever took exception to
them, ~which showed that they were always
justified.  But, whilst that is a very good
thing as applied to the case of a general
eleetion, there should be no such latitude in
the framing of regulations applying to a
redistribution. Tt is not right to say that
“for the purposcs of this Act section 100
of the Klections Act shall apply.”

The Arrorxky-GENERAL: How can it affect
it?

Mr. MULLAN : It max affect it. If Par-
lament adjourns in December next—which
in the ordinary course of eveats will be the
case—~the report of the commission, after
objection has been heard, will not be avail-
able until approximately 1st February or
such other time as the Governor in Council
may prescribe.  Whichever way 1t goes,
Parliament may not be in session; and there
will be no opportunity for a member or a
party to object to something in the report,
however wrong it may be.

The moment the Governor in Council pro-
claims the new clectoral distriets, the redis-
tribution becomes final and conclusive, and,
under clause 11, cannot be appealed against,
reviewed, or called in question in any court.
T am not questioning that but there should
be some reasonable provizion to protect the
interests of members before the redistribu-
tion i3z preclaimed; but the point is that
there is to be no appeal. The Govern-
ment. for example, may wrongfully make a
rerrulahon giving undue powers to the com-
mission to exercise a discretion which it was
not intended it should exercise; and Parlia-
ment will have no other opportunity of

dealing with such a regulation and will
have no redress. Suppose the Govern-
ment issue a regulation which is ultra
vires, as may hnppon although the Attorney-
General may say that under  this pro-
vision such a 1cgulauon cannot be uitra
vires, Even if it is ultra vires, clause
11 s that it cannot be queshoned in any

court of law. That i«
the  Attorney-Gencral might investigate
before the second reading. How does he
reconcile the two things~ono that section
100 of the ZFlections Act—the regulation
making power—is to apply, and that under
it the Government mav make anv conceiv-
able regulation; and the other that, under
clause 11 of this Bill. the action of the
commission may not be questioned in any
court of law, That is a very important
point. and I hope the Attornev-General will
consider it.

an inter e~tmg pomt

There arc several other aspects of the mea-
sure which, of course, we shall deal with at
the proper stage; but I think sufficient has
been said now to show that this parby strongly
resents the action of the Government in
proposing to reduce the number of members
from_ seventy-two to sixty-two, and also the
provisions of the Bill to which the Leader of
the Opposition, other members, and I have
referred.

[Mr. Hullan.
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Mr. POLLOCK (Gwregory) [4.30]: This
Bill bears all the earmarks of a very crude
political job. The object of the Bill appar-
ently is to cnable the Governmoent to retain
power at all costs. From what we can see
i the Bill, a copy of which has been given
to us through the courtesy of the Attorney-
Generil, their cobject, first of all, is to
reduce the membership of this Assembly
from seventy-two to sixtv-two. If that were
animated by a genuine desre for cconomy,
it could be understood ; but the Premier and
other members of the Government have
from time {o time made thinly veiled refer-
ences to the question of the redistribution
of seats; and at least cight or nine m@mbofs
on this side have been twitted with the fact
that they will probably not be in this Purlia-
ment  after the forthcoming eclections are
over, and that they will be fighting for
someone else’s scat. To me that is an indi-
cation that in reducing the number of
members from seventy-two to sixty-two the
Governmoent are not so much debuous of
securing ecconomy as they are desirou
eliminating nine or ten Labour scats. Tho
desire to reduce the number of members in
this Parliament is not so great as the dcsire
to curtail the Tabour Party’s representation
in Parliament. and to make it impossible for
us to win at the next State elections. 'That
is the desue behind this Bill.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL:
sented now.

Mre. POLLOCK :

You are over-repre-

Why do the Government
stop  at  sixty-two members if they arc

inely desirous of cconomising by sub-
reducing the membership of this

should have made it

’ They
ﬂftv members,

Mr. POLLOCK : Why stop at fifty?
could have reduced the number to
members,

Mr. Dextop: Quite enough, too.

Mr. POLLOCK : This alleged desire for
cconomy by reducing the number of seats by
ten will probable rcsult in a saving to the
State of approximately £5,000 per annum,
with parliamentary salaries at £500 per
annum per member. To carry out genume
cconomy and to get nearer to the Nationalist
policy, which is one of social Fascism—their
policy is developing in that direction every
day—then the more members cut out the
greater the economy, and the nearer will
the Government get to the objective of the
Nationalist Party. I cannot understand
what particular merit is attached to sixty-
two, or even fifty members, over fifteen or
twenty members,

Mr. Duxror: Now that my smendment
has been defrated I am agreeable to sixty-
two so long as the Upper House is not
restored.

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member for
Rockhampton h never been sincare on
this subject: he is merely looking for the
limelight. If there was a desire for real
econoniv. then there could have been a
caving of £26.000 per annum by reducing
the number of members to twenty. How-
ever. we object to that principle. In the
beginning, the tondency of democracy was to
get away from rule by monarchs or by indi-
viduals, and to further thst objective Pay-
liaments were created and the people given

They

twenty
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larger representstion. The tendency through-
out the world, particularly during the past
ten or fifteen years, has been to give the
people still further representation at every
opportunity in the direction of providing
them with more members. That marked the
Leginning of a desire to get away from
antocract government by kings or any
other individual, or executive government—
and to pleee the zontrol of the destinies of
a countrv in the hands of the people. The
RBill definitely marks a desire to get back
to that old state of diciatorship, government
by commission or by an exccutive, or to
get back to a form of very limited represen-
tativn. The nearer one gets to actual dicta-
torship the further one is getting away from
the principles of democracy.

What 1s the basis of this Bill? What is
the root cause cf its introduction? Firstly,
the clamour by newspapers for a reduction
of members of this Assembly, the alleged
desire being to save money.

At 435 pm.,
The CHAtRyaN resumed the chair.

Mr. POLLOCX: These people—very few
in number—apparcntly  exercise such an
influence on this particular Government that
whatever the newspapers say to-day the
Governnient do to-morrow.

. Brackrey: The people are calling out

2r. POLLOCK : The people are not doing
anything of the sort. TUnder the alleged
economy proposal, the people will be
relieved of the payment of 24d. per elcctor
per year. That is the total saving. It will
cost a goodly proportion of that sum to
introduce the Biil and put through the legis-
lation to ecffect that saving. Bills are
expensive matters. To get back to the
question of the return from democracy to
the old form of dictatorship, the desire for
a redistribution has been expressed by news-
papers allegedly on the ground of economy.
The answer of the Government to that desire
for economy is to save £5,000; but they stop
at sixty-two members, because, having had a
survey of the prsition, they have decided that
they can give the Labour Party a very severe
hurdle to jump at the next cleetion if in
the ten seats to be cut out at least nine are
Labour srats. From what we have been
able to gather as a result of remarks by the
Premisr and other members of the Govern-
ment, at least nine of the ten seats to be
cut out will be Labour seats.

Mr. H. M. Russern: It will be peetic
justice.
Mr. POLLOCK: Whether it 1is poctic

justice or not, according to the hon. member
for Toombul it will be perfect justice. The
scheme in the minds of the Government is
this: The state of the parties in Queens-
land to-day is forty-six Nationalist-Country
Partx members and twenty-six members of
the Labour Party. If this scheme is given
cffest to, the Nationalist-Country Party will
losc cone seat at the very outside, leaving
them to go to the country holding forty-five
scats. The Labour Party will lose nine seats,
leaving us to go to the country with seven-
teen scatvw. That forces us into the position
of being compelled to gain another nine seats
hefore we can be where we are to-day.
That is the objective of this legislation.
That is the scle desire of the Government

[1 BEPTEMBER.]

Eleetoral Districts Bill. 569

behind this alleged scheme of economy, which
is merely a strong-arm political job miscalled
a redistribution of seats. A feature of this
newspaper propaganda is that, while the
Government listen to and heed it, it is not
necessarily public opinion.  After all, one
man writes an article in the ““ Courier.”” The
Government are stirred to all kinds of deeds
by that one article; but it still remains
mevely the opinion of one man, who in many
cases is not as competent to form a judgment
as to the nceds of the country as any indi-
vidual member of this House. )

My, Brackrzy: You are quit» right.

Mr. POLLOCK : Yet the hon. member and
his party on every conceivable cecasion are
stampeded by the opinions expressed in a
newspaper by one man. Jvery day this
happens.  The editors of the ‘‘Courier,”
¢ Qelegraph,”  and  * Daily Mail” are
appareitly the real rulers of the State.
They agree on a certain policy, and expound
that policy as something which the Govern-
ment ought to do, and inevitably the Govern-
ment give effect to it.  Buw, if they object
to any scheme of the Government—and one
of the newspapers did object to the scheme
to extend the life of Parliament for five
vears—then the scheme is dropped, because
what is regarded as public opinion, but
which In reality is only the opinion of one
man, apparantly sways the Government more
than the real interests of the whole of the
State.

Mr. G. P. Barngs: You know the people
have demanded a reduction of members.

Mr. POLLOCK : I know nothing of the
sort. 1 know that to-day in Queensland,
because of this incessant newspaper propa-
ganda, there has been created an atmosphere
which passes as public opinion—an atmo-
sphere which creates the belief that public
opinion demands these things. To-day such
an atmosphere has been created that a mem-
ber of Parliament has sunk so low in the
opinion of the general public that people
believe that a reduction of members is a
very good thing—that is, that section of the
public which takes its views from the news-
papers, and, unfortunately, that is a very
considerable section. Not only are the
newspapers constantly at work making up
the minds of the Government, but, being dis-
cussed over the breakfast tuble every morn-
ing, this propaganda is being used to make
up the minds of the public. The cbjections
which are raised to the opinions of these
newspapers are never permitted to be pub-
lished. Nobody is ever permitted to publish
an objection to any scheme that these news-
papers take up as their own and intend to
use as propaganda.

Mr. H. M. Russerl: That is not right.

Mr. POLLOCK : Tt is true, and I will give
an illustration—I could give 1,000, if neces-
saury. If it were not for the newspapers, hon.
members oppositc would not have a leg to
stand on. Every morning after this Parlia-
ment has sat the rather capable gentleman
who writes the ‘“gallery notes” for the
“ Courier ” can so dress up the remarks of
Government members that people who take
their politics from that paper and believe all
they read in it would think that those on
the other side are a collection of geniuses,
and that we on this side ave a lot oi fools

Mr. Kerso: He has been very good to vou
people.

<
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Mr. POLLOCK : If it were not for these
men the Government would be entirely bereft
of argument, because these journalists pro-
vide the arguments that hon. members oppo-
sitc would like to use if they had the
capacity to do so. Not having the capacity,
hon. members opposite have to get thess
journalists to supply it for them.

Mr. Tozir: You are the white-haired boy
of the ¢ Courier.” (Laughter.)

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not jealous.

Mr., Kunso: A ‘‘strong silent man” is
how you were described.

Mr. POLLOCK : Whether we like it or not,
if we adopt this Bill, we are getting away
from that form of democracy which aims at
giving the people representation through a
reasonable number of representatives in Par-
liament, and are approaching a system of
government by an individual or by a
dictator. The more the membership of
Parliament is reduced the closer we get to
government by a group or by indi-
viduals. The whole desire of the civic
reformers to-day—and of some Nationalists
who would like to be civic reformers only
they would have to sever their connection
with their own party and lose their seats—
is to get back to government by commission
or by a manager. That is the argument
they have used in regard to local authority
government.
extreme scction of the Nationalist Party—
T might say the bosses, the wealthier section,
the extremists, the agitators, the walking
delegates of the Nationalist Party—are
making an effort day by day to get control
of the municipalities by a form of group
government which they call government by
commission—that is, government by two or
three men.

The more you reduce the number of
members in Parliament the closer you get
to that ideal. Once you admit the principle
of a reduction in the number of members
you will be driven inevitably by some of
the newspapers to a further reduction—to
30-—to 20—until you get to ten or get to the
position when, in order to save further
money, you get not to the position of a city
manager, which apparently is the supreme
objective of the Nationalists—but you get
to the position of having a State manager
or dictator. If that is not so, I shall give
the Attorney-General an opportunity of
showing just why he only proposes to reduce
the number of members by ten.

The TreasuRErR: When did you learn that
it is the desire of Nationalists to do certain
things ?

Mr. POLLOCK: You cannot cure some
people of asking questions. The Treasurer
got the Attorney-Gencral and Mr. MeGill
t5 spend about six months framing questions
to ask a certain jJury; and surely the
answers they got would cure them for ever
of asking questions. The alleged objec-
tive of the Government is economy, although
the Attorney-General did not say so. This
Bill has been introduced either for the sake
of economy or to make the position safe
for the Natonalist Government. If they will
not admit that, then the only argument left
is that they want to economise. When you
view the policy of the Government from all
angles, it will be seen that this is not
intended as a genuine economy measure.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It will
£5,000, you know.

[Mr. Pollock.
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Mr. POLLCCK: £5000 is probably not
half what the Government paid to Mr.
McGill, and probably not as much as was
paid to the Attorney-General in the Mun-
gana case. There will be a saving of £5,000
in this connection; but, if you take into
consideration the cost of the restoration of
the Upper House, for which hon. members
opposite all profess to stand, it will mean
an increasz in the cost of parliamentary
government in this State. This proposal is
not made for the purpose of decreasing the
cost of government. It is merely to provide
an excuse or pave the way for the restora-
tion of the Upper House, which will mean an
expenditure of another £7,000 or £8,000 on
that body; co that, instead of having secured
a reduction in the cost of government. this
is merely intended to mislead the public into
believing the Government are indulging in
real economy, whereas they intend, by the
restorstion of the Upper House, to put a
more cxpensive form of government in its
place.

There is no good in the Bill that I can
see. There is no advantage to be gained
by the State under this system of redistribu-
tion with a reduction of members. The
advantage is to be gained wholly and solely
bv the Nationalist Party. It will enable
them to force this party to win another nine
reats before we can get back to the position
we hold to-day.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL:
redistribution ?

Mr. POLLOCK : An equitable redistriba-
tion, yes. We recognised that principle in
1910 and in 1915, and we rccognised the
need for giving as nearly as possible one
vote one value. In my opinion, it is diffi-
cult to adjust that. My own view is that
this Bill 1s framed entirely for the purpose
of cnabling the Government to hold power
at anyv cost whatever.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburre) [4.50]: T am
opposed to the resolution for two reasons.
The first is that it tends to deprive Northern
and Western Queensland and the workers
generally of their fair sharc of representa-
tion in this Parliament. When the present
Government were sitting on this side of
the Chamber, they were harping all the time
about the Labour Party being in office; and
the Tory daily press was also up against the
Labour Party being in office, and contending
that Labour had too much representation.

T want to deal with this auestion by start-
ing with the number of members first
riccted to this Parliament, and I am taking
ny authoritative the figures in “ Queensland
Polities during Sixty Years,” by Mr. C. A.
Rernays, the Clerk of the Parliament. The
membership of the House was, in the first
instance, almost purely metropolitan in
character; and, owing to the agitation of
the people in the hack country, the member-
ship was increased to give them representa-
tion. The Legislative Assembly of Queens.
land was created by proclamation dated
6th June, 1859, which fixed the number of
members at twenty-six, the population of
Queensland then being 28,056. In 1864 the
number of members was increased to thirty-
two. The outlying portions of the city of
Brisbane claimed representation, which was
eranted, bringing the membership up to,
thirtv-two. During the session of 1872 the
number was increascd to fortv-two. the popu-
lation then being approximately 122,458. 1In
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1875 the number of members was increased
by one for the purpose of giving the elec-
torate cf Cook representation. In 1878 the
number of members was incrcased to fifty-
five, the population being approximately
162,000. The claim of the outside portions
of Queensland for representation was so
strong that the membership was increased to
fifty-five at that time. In 1885 the number
of members was increased to fifty-nine, the
population being approximately 300,000. As
the population increased, so did the repre-
sentation in Parliament incresse; and there
was a strong agitation then from Northern
and Western Queensland for proper repre-

sentation. The question was very strongly
debated in this Chamber on different occa-

sions., ‘ Harsard” shows that all these
increases of membership were brought about
by agitation in the Northern and Western
portions of Queensland. In 1887 the mem-
bership was increased to seventy-two, the
population being then approximately 390 000.
It will be seen that from 1887 there has

been no increase in membsrship of the
House but there has been an increase
in the number of electorates. There
werq something like sixty electorates
at that time, represented by seventy-two
members.

The increass in membership of this Houss
was brought about by agitation by the
people, who considered that they had not
fair representation. When we examine the
resolution now before the House, we see that
it tends to do away with certain represan-
tation in Northern and Western Queensland,
which is very unfair. Since 1887 the popu-
lation has increased from 390,000 to 932,871,
the latest figures available.

This Bill has for its purposc the robbing
of North Queensland of its fair represcnta-
tion, and also the robbing of the workers of
their representation in “this House. The
hon. member for Toombul, by way of inter-
joction just now to the hon. member for
Gregory, s»id, ““ You are over-represented
now,” which means that the Labour Party
sre over-represented in  this House, and
bears out my statement that the measure
is aimed at Labour representation. Before
the Labour Party came into office in 1915,
there was a strong agitation in North Queens-
land for separation and the establishment
of a Northern Parliament; and it was
bhecause North Queensland had not got a
fair deal from the Government of the day.
It was not until 1915 that the agitation died
down; and it died down hecause Labour
gave North Queensland fair consideration.

Mr. Xuxxy: It continued until the day
you left office.

Mr. DASH: The agitation did not exist
during Labour’s term of office, but it has
since been renewed, much to the surprise
and disgust of the Tories. In one state-
ment the Premier said North Queensland
had got too much consideration; and that
is one of the reasons why this Bill has been
introduced—because hon. members oppozite
fear that North Queensland and Western
Queensland will get a better deal under
Labour than under Nationalist control. Since
the present Government have been in office
very little development has taken place in
North Queensland. Tobacco growing at
Mareeba is the only instance hon. members
opposite can name.

Mr. KeNnY: What about the Barron Falls
hydro-electrification scheme?
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Mr. DASH: When Labour was in office,
North Queensland progressed in a manner
which stood to the ecredit of our Gowern-
ment, and which stopped the agitation for
separation. The territory which members for
North Queensland represent is in itself a
very important factor in this debate. Theroe
are sixteen scals in Northern and North-
Western Queensland, comprising 361,300
square miles,

A (GOVERNMENT
people?

MeyBErR: How many

Mr. DASH: When we come to deal with
the Bill itself, we shall find out exactly how
many. The point is that North Queensland
is a wverv important portion of this State.
There we have one of the largest scctions
cf the wool industry, the sugar mdustly the
caitle industry, the mining industry, and
the timber industry—all of them very
important-—and, if this measure goes through,
North  Queensland and  North-Western
Cueensland will be robbed of the representa-
tion which was obtained only after years of
sgitation Dboth by members of Parliament
and the people cutside.

Mr. Kexxy: How do you know?

Mr. DASH : I have read up the dcbates,
in which the hon. member will find that the
increase in the representation was fought for
by tha then Tory members for Mackay, Cook,
and other Northern members, They agitated
for imcreased parliamentary representation
for North Queensland; and, if the present
hon. member for Cook had the interests of
North Queensland at heart, he would fight
for further representation on behalf of that
aren rather than allow the representation
to be whittled away. It was not until 1891
that the first Labour representative was
returnsd to this Parliament, to be followed
in 1893 by the return of thirteen Labour
representatives, to be followed, in turn, by
the capture of the reins of government in
1915. That has been a very sore point with
the Tories ever since. The Tory newspapers
never lot vp on the Labour Party, and con-
tinued a campaign of severe criticism during
the period Labour was in office.

Mr, FI. M., Russenn: The Labour Party
retained office by gerrymandering the elec-
torates.

Mr. Kirwax : That is not true.

Mr. DASH: The Government arve endea-
vouring to prevent the workers from having
direct representation in this Parliament. No
matter how the Government may endeavour
to cloak their action, the Bill clearly demon-
strates that it is introduced with the object
of depriving the working people of the right
of representation. During this session Go-
vernment members have twitted hon. mem-
bers on this side with the prespect of losing
their parliamentary scats; and during this
donate the demeanour of Gmernment mem-
bers indicates that they are not in any way
perturhbed by the passage of the measure.
They sit comfortably on their benches with
smiles on their faces, saying to themselves,
“7TIow well we have done the job! We are
gning to deprive Labour of certain repre-
sentation in the mnext Parliament.”  The
T.abour movement will suffer as a result of
the redistribution of seats, because the Bill
definitely states that the quota for certain
cities and towns mustsnot fall below a certain
number. We realise full well that North
Queensland is suffering from the effects of

Mr. Dash.]
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drcught, from the temporary closure of the
mining industry, and from brief operations
in the meat industry, We also know that,
as a result, a proportion of the population
in North Queensland has moved to the
South., That has inevitably increased the
population in the South at the expense of the
North, which will be deprived of fair rapre-
sentation under the new quota system. It
is my earnest desire to protect North Queens-
land, and to safeguard the interests of the
workers whom I represent. The Labour
representatives  in the South are quite
capable of locking after similar interests in
that portion of the State. Trade unionism
has had a very difficult task since its early
inception. Under the present Government
workers have had considerable difficulty in
maintaining their names upon the clectoral
rolls.  In the first place, the Government
amended the Elections Act with the object of
depriving the nomadic workers of the right
to votc. These werkers sve perforce com-
palled to travel from place to place, from
shearing shed to sugar field, and from the
sugar field to the mecatworks in search of
employment; and there is no doubt that,
when the clections arrive, they will discover
that their names have been removed froin
the electoral rolls.

The Government have made it impos:ible
by recent legislation for seasonal and
nomadic workers to keep their names on

the rolls. To obtain the franchise they must
first be resident in an clectorate for three
months.  Many of these workers, who are

employed in our seasonal industries, will,
therefore, be disfranchised at the coming
election. On top of that legislation, the Go-
vernment  have | introduced this  so-called
Redistribution of Seats Bill. I wili not lay
any blame at the door of the commissioners
whom the Government will appoint under
the Bill, because the Bill lays down what
they must do, and they must carry ou: what
the Bill sets out as the intention of the
Covernment.  Independent action on the
part of the commissioners is taken away
by the last clause in the Bill, which gives
the Governor in Council power to make regu-
lations as he may think fit. Those regula-
tions will be made under ancther Act of
Parliament altogether; but they arc to appls
to this Bill. which, when passed through
this Assembly, will be an Act of Parliament.
If the Government were honest and straight-
forward In this matter, they would statn
clearly in this measure the powers which
they will vest in the commissioners, and
not attempt to camouflage the intentions of
the Bill.  This is not a Redistribution of
Scats Bill; it is merely an Elections Bill,
The all-embracing powers contained in the
Elections Act give to the Governor in Couneil
power to deal with the elections—not with
the redistribution of seats. The Government,
therefore, will be able to keep a tight hand
on the work of the commission. That makes
us suspicious of the intentions of the Govern-
ment.

The SecrersRy FOR RamLways: Your Go-

vernment appointed temperamentally quali-
fied commissioners.

Mr. DASH : The hon. gentleman ought to
bt ashamed to make such an interjection.

The Secrrrary FOR Rammwavs: I said so
at the time, and I have said so all along,
and still maintain it.

{Mr. Dash.
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Mr. DASH: The remark made by the
Secretary for Railways is one which I would
not apply to the members of the commis.
sion abcut to be appointed. The commis-
sion will have certain powers, which will ho
well defined by the Governor in Council.
By this means the Government will keep a
tight hand on the members of the commis-
sion. They will not have a frec hand,
because, if the Government so desire, the
report may be referrcd back to the com-
mission.

The SECRETARY FOR Rarmways: You know
that you had the same power before.

Mr. Prasg: We were too honest.

Mr. DASH: The Redistribution of Seats
Act passed by the late Tory Government con-
ferred specific powers on the electoral com-
missioners, and the Government had no say
in the matter. I intend to vote against this
resolution. and against the Bill at all its
stazes.  We believe that the Government
nwnder this Bill are attacking the Opposi-
tion with a club, and a very heavs club at
that. Their idea is to minimise the chances
of Labour at the forthcoming elections, and
is not animated by a desire for cennomy.
The whole object of the Bill is to enable the
Government to retain the reins of office.
They have thought out many scheme: in
order to do so; and this, to their mind, is
the most formidable; but, however much
they may attempt to disfranchise the
workers and deprive them of representation
in this Parliament, they will not sucreed in
their purpose, because the people are so
incensed at their aclions that, no matter
what the Government imay do to prolong
their life, they will be effectually wiped out
of Parliament.

In view of the large territory which is
comprised in many of the Western seats. it
will be apparent that, if the representation
is decreased, it will make it almiost impos-
sible for any man representing a Westrin
constitutency 1o look after his electorate as
it should be looked after. Instead of doing
Labour out of its representation in the
North and West, it should be the objective
of the Government to give more representa-
tion to these parts of the State, =zeceing that
they comprise more than half the area of
Quecnsland. T am opposing the Bill because
we are not in favour of depriving Labour
of its vepresentation.

Mr. KELSO (¥undeh) [5.10]: I cannot
say that I am surprised at the statements
put forward by hon. members opposite, who
have worked themselves into a passion about
this reduction, and have tried to make them-
selves believe that, for political purposes,
the Government have certain fell ideas at
the back of their minds in order to defeat
the Opposition at the next election. If
the Leader of the Opposition is logical—and
very often he is logical—he must admit that
he bas overlooked one phase of the argu-
ment. The hon. gentleman objected to the
reduction, and said that our objective was
to wipe out nine Labour seats, which would
make it very difficult for the Opposition to
win the next election. Cannot the hon.
gentleman see that, if that argument is
good, we can go still further and reduce
the number of seats to thirty? The Federal
elections show that the smaller the number
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of electorates and the larger the area, the
greater our chances of winning., Queens-
land has ten Federal seats. IHow many mem-
bers docs Labour get out of those ten seats?
When vou take the elections over a larger
area still, you find that in the Senate we
generally scoop the whole pool. That shows
that, in the aggregate, Queensland is not
Labour, notwithstanding what hon. members
opposite may say. They say they represent
all the workers; but they must admit that,
if thev represented all the workers, and all
the workers voted for them, there would be
precious few of us on this side of the Cham-
ber. We say we represent the workers,
simply because we represent all interests in
the State. On the other hand, hon. members
opposite say they represent a class; and they
will never be on top so long as they take
that as their motto. If we were out to
accomplish the cobjective which hon. mem-
ber: opposite are stressing this afternoon—
that we want to get rid of Labour members
in order that we may be returned to Parlia-
ment—we have not half done our job,
hocauvse, if we reduced the number of mem-
bers to thirty, it is an absolute certainty
that the benches opposite would be nearly
empty. That is the logical position; and
the Federal elections show it in every case.

The hon. member for Mundingburra has
been airing a grievance in the ad miseri-
cordiam appeal which he made on behalf of
the men out West. Surely the hon. member
does not forget that the Government of
which he was a member were responzible for
certain electoral legislation, and we know
from the figures published in the journals of
this Parliament the other day just how
inequitable was the redistribution that was
made by the Labour Government. The hon.
member suggests that the vast areas in the
West will not get enough representation.
Let me take the hon. member's own elec-
torate,

In )'Iundingburra there are 7,235 electors.
That is a really good quota; but, when it
comes to some of his colleagues, what do we
find? In ¥linders there are 3,377 clectors.
We have always been hitting at that inequit-
able  distribution as regards TFlinders.
,Elindei's has 3,377 eloctors as against 12,939
in Enoggera and 12,697 in Logan. I ask the
kon. member is that fair representation?

The hon. member knows it was hi: own
party that was responsible for the redistribu-
tion of seats under which that state of
things was made possible. The Commis-
sioners, in carrving out their duties, had to
take certain things into consideration. In
estimating the quota they could go 20 per
cpnt, above or 20 per cent. below, and thev
had to take into consideration community of
interest, physical aspects, and so on. Can the
hon, member tell me why it is that in the
electorate of Rosewood, which is a purely
fsrming arca, in the last redistribution there
was a mnarrow strip like a finger which
brought that elestorate down past Ipswich
and included an industrial area which came
right down to Goodna? Why was that
done? Apparently in order to make the
Roseweod scat safe for the then sitting
Labour member., To show the inequality of

the representation, let me take some of the .

fowns and cities, It is in the towns that the
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larger number of electors are situated. Just
lookt at these disparities in the numbers !—

Electors.
Brisbane . 4,790
Bulimba ... 12,294
Enoggera 12,939
Fortitude Valley 6,735
Logan ... 12,697
Nundah 11,162
Oxley 11,685
Buranda 6,030

Az hon. members know, for years we asked
the late Government for a redistribution, but
that Government refused it. The Act was in
foree, and if hon. members had done their
duty the Act should have been carried out;
but, notwithstanding that, for years we
always had a majority of the votes of the
total elcetors, although the hon. member for
Flinders produced figures to the contrary
Mr. Murrax: You cannot get away from
the fact that it was under the distribution
vou denounced that you won the election.

My, KELSO: In spite of the ineguitable
distribution, the public of Queensland were
absolutely so fed up with the Labour Govern-
ment that we won the last election; and,
notwithstanding the opinion of the hon.
member for Mundingburra, besause of the
splendid work we are doing at the present
time, we are the admiration of the whole of
Australia, and we ave going to win the next
election. 1If the statement made by the hon.
mewmber is correct, and we have done this
purposely to cut out nine Labour members,
then we are not fit for our job. If we had

wanted to defeat the Labour Party, we
would have reduced the number to about
thirty, and then hon. members opposite

would have heen their
absence.

The Leader of the Opposition did not seem
to like the Biil and said that his party was
going to vote against it; and he said all
the nasty things that occurred to him. Then
lic got on to unification—he said he was a
uniiicationist.

Mr, W. Foreax Surra: I never said that.

Mr. KELSO: If did
not say so

Mr., W, Fomreax Swvrta: Why do you say
that I =aid = thing that I did not say?

Mr., KELSO: The hon. member made
vernarks which would lead us to believe that
ke Is a unificationist.

Mr. W. Forcan Suir: I never said that.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member told us
as plainly as words could tell us that he
believed that the opinions of the States
should be set aside, and that therc should
be one central authority which should tell
the Btates what thsy should do.

Mr. W. Forcax Suitr: Should delegate
certain powers to the States.

Mr. KELSO: What does that mean-—uni-
fving the whole of the Federal activities,
and handing over domestic matters to the
States, which would be like glorified shire
councils?  That is what the hon. member
indicated. Under =uch a scheme as that
the smaller Statex would be at the mercy
of Victoria and New South Wales. I do
not think that hon. members opposite are
sincere when they say they believe in unifica-
tion. They know what the consequences
would be to Queensland. We have a measure
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of independenca now. I think we ought to
start at the other end. We ought to get
back a great mecasure of our former inde-
pendence, and only delegate to the Federal
Parliament those things which are absolutely
national matters, and cut down the tremen-
dous cost of the Federal Parliament at the
present time. In that way we would develop
our individuality in Queensiand. I believe
Queensland is' being hold back because she
is in the Federation. Fancy being chained
to a mad dog like Lang—a man who has
ruined New South Wales, driven people and
capital out of that State to Qucensland and
Victoria ! Fancy being chained te a man
like that.

Mr. Porrocx: A lot of people call M.
Moore a mad dog, too; it depends on the
viewpoint.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member knows
that some people come here from the South
and say, *‘ Can’t you lend us Mr. Moore?”’

An Orpesition MEMBER : We will lend him,

Mr. KELSO: Mr. Moore is the man who
is straightening the finances here, with the
assistance of the Treasurer, and he 13 an
example to the other States of the Common-
wealth. Do hon. members opposite say the
same thing «f Mr. Lang? 'Lhe Leader of
the Opposition was one of the first to dis-
vociate himsclf from My, Lang. But not
s0 the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
I do not want to be unkind this afternoon,
asx I might be ruled out of order if I said
what { thought about the Deputy Leader’s
attitude 1n velation to Mr. Lang. Tho
Labour Party had the opportunity cf right-
ing matters while they were in office; but
they saw that their only hope was to hang
on by the present elcctoratos which were
gerrymandered for their own purpose,

We are now taking the thing in hand, and
doing 1t as the. Act says it should be done;
and we are going to reduce the number of
member:,  For what reason? Now I will
answer the hon. member for Gregory., He
made a very temperate speech. I feel come-
tanes Inclined to congratulate the hon.
member, but the other night he gave me @
nasty oune on the solar plexus and I an: not
going to congratulate him any more; 1 am
going to let the hon. member alone so far
as throwing bouquets at him is conceruned.
The hon. miember for Gregory, in a most
temperste speecly, suggested that the real
on why the Government are seeking to
luce the number of niembers by ten is
owing to those people who write to the
papers—'‘ Pro Bono Publico,” ** Iye Wit-
ness,” A Mother of Ten,” and pcople of
that sort. The Government are not unduly
mfluenced by paper criticism; but any
Government is influenced to a certain extent.
What we take notice of is the opinion cx-
pressed through the whole of Queensiand
by people of all shades of political opinion,
and which we can get at any tims, becuurc,
fortunately. we have forty-four members
representing some of the best clectorates in
Queensiand, and it is their business—as hon.
members opposite know, as they do the same
themsclves—to ascertain the temper of the
people with regard to public questions, quite
independent of newspaper criticism. Those
forty-four members give us the benefit of
their information when we mect—hon. mem-
bers know that they did the same thing—
and, quite outside of newspaper criticism,
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we makc up our minds as to the feeling of
the public; and immediately we translate
into action what we believe to be the desire
of the majority of the pcople of Queens-
land. Hence this Bill.

We are not unduly influenced by news-
paper criticism. I am not talking now of
the sensible newspaper criticism. We recog-
nise that some of the biggest bosh men
could ever write is published in the press.
It is a good thing the newspapers allow
them to let the steam off, to get these things
off their chests, and to sce their names in
print; but it does not count very much with
us. We want to find out the feeling of the
pecple, and we have the means of getting
information as to what the public think of
us; and, as a result of information we have
got, we have decided that there is a general
desire for a moderate reductions 1n  the
number of members, and that is our reason
for introducing this Bill—not, as hon. mem-
bers opposite say, that we wish to cut out
nine Labour seats.

Mr. FOLEY (Lcichhardt) [5.27]: Anyone
who has followed events, or has observed
what we might call the signs of the times,
¢ince the present Government have been in
power may easily realise why this measure
;s presented to Parliament. It is quite
evident to anyone who has watched the
happenings of the last two and a-half years
and has paid attention to what has been
foreshadowed by hon. members opposite that
this Bill is nothing more or less than a plan
on the part of the Government in the direc-
tion of self-preservation. The Government
realise the position which confronts them.
From the very moment they were returned
io office we see them attacking a great
section of the people—the working class,
which constitutes the majority of our citizens
we see them making war ou their interests
and their standard of living to such an
extont that it is now impossible for them to
stand any further reduction. It is only
reisonable that hon. members opposite should
pay attention to this position of the people.
They realise that, as a result of their legis-
lation and administration, the clectors are
only waiting for an opportunity to record
their votes in order to hurl the present
Administration from oflice; therefore they
naturally look round for a means to preserve
themselves.

One of the first events in the train of
cauros of this measure is to be found in the
amendment of the arbitration law. Later
on we had various taxation measures, which
brought into the area of taxation thousands
of people who had previouslr paid no taxes
—rightly so, on account of their small earn-
ing capacity. Then last session we had an
amendment of the Elections Act, by which
the Government, realising the effect of their
actions on the great mass of the people, dis-
f{ranchised thousands of workers in the Cen-
tral, Western, and Northern portions of the
Statc. That may be looked upon as the first
sign of the times, the {irst indication that
the Government were looking about for a
means to safeguard themselves from defeat
at the next election. Apparently, however,
the disfranchising of such a tremendous
number of nomadic workers in these por-
tions of the State was not sufficient; and a
survey of the electorates had to be made to
soe whether it was possible, by means of a
redistribution, to make good the deficiency.
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Instcad of extending equitable representa-
tion to the people of this State by a redistri-
bution on the existing quota, which would
have adjusted all anomalies, the Government
realise the impossibility of their return to
power, and have so fixed matters as to safe-
guard themselves. We have now a proposal
to reduce the number of electoral scats by
ten, thereby reducing the number of par-
lilamentary rcpresentatives in this Parlia-
ment by a similar number. By that method
the Government hope so to adjust matters
as to secure their return at the next elec-
tion. It has been stated by Government
members that, if they had cared, the num-
ber could have been reduced fo twenty or
thirty; but apparently upon making a sur-
vey of the whole situation they discovered
that by reducing the number by ten a redis-
tribution scheme could be evolved which
would work out more effectively for them.
Wo know from hints that have been dropped
by Government membels from time to time
that that survey has already been made, that
the question has been considered by
Cabinet, presented to the Government
caucus, and has the approval of Government
members.  Only the other day the Premier
lowered himself to insinuate that in all
probability one hon. member on this side
would be missing after the next election
The Premier has a full knowledge of what
is likely to oceur.

The Bill is part of a plan for self-preserva-
tion on the part of the Government. Appar-
ently their action in amending the Elections
Act to disfranchisc thousands of nomadic
workers in the North and West was not
sufficient, hence the introduction of this
measure. It is also important to remember
that the Government have an additional
safeguard within reach, in case their plans
go amiss. We have it from the Government
Party dirvectors, according to the last con-
vention held, and we have it from their offi-
cial organ, the ¢ Courier,” that it is intended
to reintroduce the Legislative Council on a
reconstituted basis. Any intelligent person
who considers one event after another inust
be convineced that the Bill is purely and
simply part of a plan to save the Govern-
ment from defeat, if possible. It is fareical
to suggest that the Bill is introduced in the
interests of cconomy, or that it is intro-
duced to give effective representation te the
people of this Stete. The existing system
mowdes representation as equitable as ‘could
be devised by any system. It has been
pointed out by previous speakers that in
1886, with less than half the existing popula-
tion, there was a desire on the part of the
peeple for increased and more cquitable
representation than then existed. I wish to
emphasise this point: If that action was
justified in 1886 with the then existing popu-
lation, then the present system provides a
fair and equitable basis, having regard to
the pressnt population of approximately
1.000.000.

I cannot understand how the Government
arrive at the title fm the Bill, more especx«
ally as they are reducing the representation
laid down in the Act of 1886. No logical
argument can be brought forward by Go-
vernmeni members that the Bill is justified
on the score of economy. We may econo-
mise to the extent of £5,000 under this
measure; but that saving will be effected
by (’ut’cmq out ten eclectoral divisions and
ten representatives in this Chamber. If the
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plan which the Government have in view is
carried out, as I feel sure it will be, as
the Nationalist convention has authorised
it, the Government will proceed to re-estab-
lish the Legislative Council. That will mean
an expenditure of an additional £30,000 per
annum. The whole thing is a farce, and
will be viewed as such by the electors. 1
would again ecmphasise that this measure
is part of a plan arrived at by the Govern-
ment to safeguard themselves against defeat.
They foresaw that, given a fair chance,
Labour would defeat them ab the next elec.
tion. Notwithstanding the restrlchon of
the franchise and the elimination of Labour
seats which is proposed under thls Bill, it
is quitc possible that the plans of the Go-
vernment will be upset.

One hon. member opposite interjected that
the late Government retained ~office by
gerrymandering the electorates. The late
Attorney-General pointed out how fallacious
that statement was in view of the fact that
the present Government are in power as a
result of that redistribution. I remember

very well that the only persons who
expressed themselves as being dissatisfied
with the late Government’s redistribution

scheme as adopted from the findings of the
commission were those members who were
likely to lose their seats. Ivery other hon.
member was quite contented, and, as a
matter of fact, pointed out to the electors
how fair and ecquitable the redistribution
was.

The Bill provides power in clause 15 to
the Governor in Council to resort to a cer-
tain scetion of the TWlections Act in the
scheme of redistribution, if it is desired.
The Attorney-General very carefully kept
that fact in the background when explain-
ing the provisions of the Bill. That clause
is inserted to give the present Administra-
tion power to vary the findings of the com-
mission in the event of it not doing the job
according to the lights of the Government.
Wkhen the Government amended the Indus-
trial Conciliation and Arbitration Act, we
had the spectacle of the Attornev-General
making the public statement that the
amended Aect was not Junﬂhoning as was
intended. That gives rise to the thought
that. if the commission to be appointed
under this Bill does not function in the way
the Government desire, they will invoke the
ald of the Governor in Council to make
regulations to wvary the recommendations
of the commission according to their liking.
Those are my views on the matter, and I
intend to cast myv vote against the Bill at
every stage.

Mr. KENNY (Conl) [5.40]: T did not iu-
tend to speak at this stage, but I consider
it my dutv to do so after listening to the
kon. member for Mundingburra “and  his
references to North OLleensland because I
am sccond to no hon. member in my advocacy
of North Queensland interests.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The best member Cook ever had.

Mr. KENNY: I was surprised to hear
the hon. member for Mundingburra say
that there was no development in North
Queensland, because I remember that the
Labour Government, of which he was a
membher, were in power for fifteen years.
When we realise the contents of this measure
and we hear the remarks of some hon.
mambers opposite about a number of people

Mr. Kenny.]



576 Electoral Districts Biil.

being disfranchised in the North, one wonders
whether these hon. membors know what Thev
sre talking about, because if the Labour
Government had looked after the interests
of North Quecnsland there would have been
no occasion for any reduction in the number
of members in that part of the State. When
the hon. member speaks about this measure
being an attack on the Labour Party and
affceting only Labour seats, I am comlncud
again that he does not know what he is
talking about.

We know that during the Labour regime
the povnulation of North Queensland was
reduced considerably, and there was ample
evidence of the stafe of stagnation which
was caused by the ZLabour Government.
Since the present Government assumed office,
there has been cousiderable development.
For example, there is the establishment of
the tobacco industry in the Marecba district.
A further example is the work of harnessing
the Barron Falls—a work which was used
sz a political eatch-cry by hon. members
opposite. Then, again, we know that the
Mossman district, which I have the pleasure
to represent, is now, after fiftzen years of
izolation, rr"thnv co*nmumca‘mon with Cairns
and the southern portion of the State—a
work that was never thought of by hon.
members opposite. We know that in respect
of the Daintree lands there was no other
communication for settlers but the small
rowing boats in which they brought their
cream to market. Now the position has been
corsiderably improved by the provision of
road communication.

Mr. Porrock: What has this got to do
with the Bill?

Mr. KENNY: No doubt I am getting
away from the I3ill; and I shall have many
opportunities of dealing with that phase of
the question. I merely wish hon. niembers
opvosite 1o know that it was the Labour
Covernment which put North Queensiand in
the position of not being able to justify the
whole of its representation to-day, let alone
warrant an increase of that representation.
I am not concerned as to how this redistri-
bution will affect me, and I am not aware
whether the hon. member for Townsville
will be my opponent, as he suggested. Oune
thll‘p I can guarantse is how tho result will
go in the Cook electorate.

Mr. Porroex : If you know that, you must
have a good idea as to how the redistribu-
tion Is going,

Mr. KENNY: I have a good idea as to
what the mop!n in the Cool: electorate are
going to do. I care not which hon. member
opposite—even the T.eader of the Opposi-
tion—comes into the Cook electorate; I
know what the result will be. I am, how-
ever, digressing.

Hon. members opposite accuse the Govern-
ment of tryving to cut out Labour repre-
sentation.  The hon. member for Munding-
burra stated that definitely, and in the
next bhreath he said we were taking away
the representation of North Qucenshnd
Who represents North Queensland  to- dav
North Queensland is not represented by a
maj-rity of Labour members; so what is there
in his argument? The hon. member said thas ,
when the Labour Party was in office, there
was no talk of separation in Worth Queerns-
land, and no talk of a Northern Parliament.
It was while Labour was in office that theve

[Mr. Kenny.

[ASSEMBLY.]

EHlsctoral Districts Bill.

was talk of a Northern Parliament in order
to get away from the Labour Party; and
that propaganda was kept going up to the
time Labour went out of office. It was only
when Labour got into power in the Federal
Parliament that the agitation was revived.
The Leader of the Opposition talked about
unification; and I ask hon. members oppo-
site what effeet unification would have on
the North. Over 50 per cent. of our popu-
lation is situated in the vicinity of the
capital city of the State; and I am of the
opinion that, if we had unification, there
would be no people in North Quecnsland
at all, as the whole of the population would
drift to the capital city, whether it be
Canberra or anywhere else.

Mr. Porrocx: North Queensland is going
to lose representation under this Bill, and
will probably lose you, too.

Mr. KENNY: If it was for the good of
North Queensland that they should lose me,
I would be quite willing to go. Hon. mem-
bers opposite are trying to read into the Bill
something which is not in it. They are
very concerned about their seats. They are
wonderln@ why we arc reducing the num-
ber of members of this Asmmbly We know
quite well that legislation always follows
the wish of the people. Throughout Aus-
tralia to-day the people are condemning the
cost of government; and the surprising
thing to me is that the squieal about reducing
the number of members of Parliament
should come from these electorates which
are represented by hon. members opposite.
It is a reflection on the representation of
those electorates.

Mr. Porrock : Why did you stop at sixtr-
two?

Mr. KENNY: The parliamentary repre-
sentative has a big job to rspresent the out-
Iying portion of the State.

Mr. Pourock: You ars providing an argu-
ment for an increase in the number.

Mr. XKENNY: I am not providing an
argument for an increase. If hon. mem-
bers opposite would supnort a reduction in
the eity secats by half, and give the balance
of the representation to the outlying por-
tions of the State, I would be with them.

Mr. Porrocx: Why don’t you make the
quota larger?

Mr. KENNY: It is nccessary to have a
redistribution, because under the quota
allowed in the Act the Lalwur Party fixed
a minimum number of electors in city elee-
torates, where the population is greater,
and in the country electorates they had the
maximum number of electors.

Mr. Hyxrs: Name some.

3Mr. KINNY : Brisbanse, Charters Towers,
Mount Morgan, and Rockhampton. In the
cities, with the densest population, the Labour
Government had a minimum number in the
electorates; but in the North, where we
wanted devclopment, the electorates had the
maximum quota.

I sdmit that the last (lovernment were
responsible for that; but the distribution on
this occasion will be done by a Commission,
and it will be left to the commission to
distribute the seats fairly. There is a nenes-
sity to put in the Bill a minimum under
which they cannot go, and a maximum they
cannot cxceed, so as to look after those
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places in North Queensland that the hon.
member for Mundingburra is so concerned
about.

Mr. PeLLock :
quota ?

Mr. KENNY

Why arc you alfering the
I do not take exception to
the quote. I would like to see a margin of
25 per cent. above or below the quota, in
order to give greater repre=entation in the
outside districts; but we must do the job
in the interests of the whole of the com-
munity; and, when we realisc that the out-
lying portions of the State will be protected
by the maximum and minimum provision to
the extent of 40 per cent. over the ecity
seats, we can ser that the country has had
a fair crack of the whip.

Mr. Peorrock: Why didn’t you move that
25 per cent. in your party?

Mr. KENNY: The hon. member for
Gregory is trying to bait me, but he will
want to got up carly in the morning to do
that. 1 do nof give way one iota to hon.
members opposite in my desire to safeguard
the interests ¢f North Qucensland. North
Queensiand will be looked after under this
Bill. There is only one thing I regret, and
that is that during the regime of the Labour
Party North Queensland was depopulated,
and we had not the representation that we
have st present.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa) [5.52]: 1 am going to
ask the Attorney-General why he does not go
furthsr than a reduction of members of
Parliament. This Bill provides for the reduc-
tion ¢f the number of members of Parlia-
ment and an alteration of the number of
clectoral distriets to sixty-two; for the dis-
teibution of clectoral distriets and to make

provision for the better representation of
the people of Queensland in Parliament.

Thal rau the question of better repre-
sentation; and I take it that that will include
the question of clective Ministries. If we
want to get down to democratic principles,
Ministries should be clected by a ballot of
members of Purliament. (Opposition assent,
and laughter.)

If we ave

going to carry out democracy
in its purest cssentials, every hon. member
sh(‘u}d have the right of voting in seeret
ballot for the clectlon of Ministers, Further,
in order to carry that out, there must be
proportionizl  reprosentation. Those are
things to which the Tabour Party are
opposed.  Whils listening to the talk of
hon. members opposite about democracy, I
asked myself how many of these hon. mem-
bers are sincere in what they are saying.
uly the other day we had the hon. member
for Mount Morgan, who was a Minister in
the Labour Government, saying—

‘“We, as members of Parliament, are
held “9“]70n“1ble to the people we repre-
sent. What is the Governor in Council ?
The CGovernor in Council is the Cabinct.
Very often the Cabinet is not unanimous.
A Cabinet of ten may be divided six
for and four against. The majority of
the Cabinet will have power to amend
an Act on which their own Cabinot is
not unanimous. What is that going to

lead to? A strong Premier with a
pliable Cabinet, and probably a strong
party, will be able to frame by-laws

giving him power to do what he likes
1 recess without the representatives of
the people making a word of protest or
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having the right to protest. Every
member of this House owes a duty to
the democracy of this State to prevent
the Government of Quecnsland becoming
a bureaucracy.”

If, for imstance, in a party of forty-six,
we had  twenty-four for and twenty-two
against the introduction of a Bill, the

twenty-four would carry the Bill in caucus.

The Bill is brought into the House, and
the result is that these twenty-four rule the
balance of the seventy-two members. The

Labour Government showed us so often that
that was whaj took place with their party.
If we are going to have dwinocracy, let us
have it in its purest sense. A reduction of
membnrs is purely elementary, and is touch-
ing only the surface of things.

If this Bill is for the better control of
Parliament and the Dbetter government of
the country, let us get as far as we possibly
can with it. I am not supporting the
hon. wember for Fassifern, but I
want to know exactly what hon. members
opposite mean. If they sav that the best
form of govesnmoant is to get away from
burcaucracy, or departmental control, or
goverument by Order in Council, so that
every member of this House has the right to
know what is going on and vote openly,
then let us carry the thing to its logical
conclusion. Hon., members must go thai
distance, or clse be silent on this Bill. Thev
cannot arzue on this Bill for demoeratic
pr mmple: they cannot say that this is a
negation of democracy, and at the same time
introduce burcaucracy into government, or
govern by Orders in Council, all of which
things ther did for many years when they
were in office. It was they who set the
example. The worst form of government
we know to-duy was planned by a Labour
Government. They even went so far as to
import the proxy vote from Europe to
destroy democracy in this State. It was one
of the worst forms of government that could
be introduced; and 1t was hon. members
opposite who put it on the statute-book.
Yet they now cry cut against bureaucracy!

An analysis of the speeches of hon.
bers onposite makes me feel that the pioneers
of the Labour Party, who prepared the
ground, planted the sced, and saw the crop
grow, would be very disgusted with the men
who now reap the increase due to their
work. The reduction of the numb:r of
members of Parliament is only a very small
thing in parliamentary reform; and I believe
that before vVery many vears have passed this
Assembly will bf\ a very different place. An
evolution is going on which is going to
affect this Chumber: and :ooner or lates
Govermments will find themselves more under
the control of Pa rliament than they arc at
present. After listening to hon. members
opposite, I have come to the conclusion that
n Thursday next they will vote for the
amendment of the Secretury for Labour and
Industry in favour of co- operaticn, because,
if thny are in faveur of democracy, they are
in favour of non-partr government, which
means that every man who is elected to this
Chamber has an egual vote under equal
conditions, which means that a majority of
twenty-four in a party consisting of forty-six
shall not conirol the destinies of this State. T
am tired of listening to the democratic cries
of hon. members opposite, whilst at the same
time their actions prove them to be enemies
to democracy.

mem-

Mr. Fry.]
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Mr. COOPER (Bremer) [7.0]: The debate
on this resolution has been dragged into

wany by-paths and byways by the hon.
member for Cook and the hon. member for
Kurilpa; but I shall endeavour to bring it
back 1o the straight and narrow path in
which the Opposition desire it to remain.

The main consideration of a measure such
as this should be that of representation, and
there is no doubt that representation is a
big thing in this Bill. Representation is
something that has grown up in the parlia-
mentary system of this country, taken from
the parliamentary  system  of England.
Representation i substituted presence as
opposed to actual presence, There was a
time when the actual presence of all voters
could be obtained in the Legislature. That
was the cuse away back in the days of
ancient (irecce; but those days have gone,
and we have gmdua]ly come to a time when
we have what Is known as representative
government; that is, a Government repre-
senting certain sections of the people. There
are sume people who believe that the State
is governed by a certam number of men as
men.  That, of course, is not the case. The
State is governed by « number of people
as the representatives of certain sections of
the  comumunit Therefore, it 175 really a
matter of representation that we are to
consider, in the main, in a matter this
kind. It is not s matter of men, but a
matter of government in the name of the
nation, That argument entirelr upsets the
non-perty contention. There are p\‘opk who
contend that there should be sucnr a thing
as non-narty covernment; but such a thmg
iy an impossibility to-day; because, when ail
things are considered, ¢ must get down
to parfy and partr measures in some way or
another. Might T remind you, Mr. Roberts,
that some years ago intcrested people resom-
mended that there should be some sort of
coalition in Queensland,  Without mention-
ing the names of ecither gentlemen, I need

only that two were mentioned as being
the 1 leaders of thix movement, And,
again, swithout mentioning names, hon,
members will remember that one was a
retired Agent-General and the other " was

the then Premier of the State. One of these
gentlewen  was somewhat impressed  with
the idea of the newspaper arvguments for a
ma,.mon and the first man sald to the
second, ““ I suppose you have scen our names
closely associated with the proposed coali-
tion for the government of Qucensland,”
~nd the second man said, “I have noticad
it.”  The first man thea said, “ Might we
u1~ cuss the matter?”’ and the second said,

‘1 have no objection.”” The first man said,

“If we are to form a Goverpment, it will
be nescssary to have some ideal: upon which
Queensland is to be governed. The burning
question of the day has to deal with land.
A certain measure with which I have been
connected has been termed ¢ The Repudiation
Act’  What will be our policy in Parlia-
ment  on that measure of repudiation?
Would you stand for it, or would I have to
give: up myv ideas upon that point?” Then
he said, ““ There is the matter of arbitration.
I strongly believe in arbitration: it is one
of the ideals that the nation should aim for.
How do you stand upon that? Will you
adopt my arbitration principles, or shall I
have to jettison them and follow you?”
After bringing up one or two 0ue=tion< the
man not well versed in politics said, * T can
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qmte see that a coalition bet“mn neople
who are absolutely opposed:

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
gentleman opened his speech by dealing with
the matter before the Committee, but he 1s
now getting away from the question.

Mr. COOPER: I am just using this to
illustrate the impossibility of representatives
of the people elected along certain lines
following a thing in any other way than
on party lines. If you, Mr. Roberts, rule
that aspoct of the question out of order, I
shall probably reserve it for the second read-
ing. (Laughter.) If I had been allowed to
proceed, I would have connected nicely with
the great thing that hampers, that is the
want of simpillication. In all our measures
simplification is the great thing, and simpli-
fication cannot be obtained with a compli-
cated systern. I admit that the great thing
to be desired in this connection is ecquality
of representation. There are various things
that prevent the ideal being reached.
Equality, of courze, is an impossibility, and
an appz‘oxm‘ate equahty is the only thing
that can be rcached. I wm afraid that the
Bill as outlined by the Minister does not
give that approximate equality that is to be
desired, or that true democracy desives, In
that cas> the Bill fails, in that it does not
give that approximation to equality that
the (‘mmhy do'nand~ and that has been the
aim of all people who have dealt at any
great 1“r\<*th with the matter of repr ta-
tion of the pcople.

Tha matter of getting away from equality
of represeatation and getting back to a dic-
tatorship hes been ably dealt with by other
hon. mombors on this side; but I would
like to point out that the argument used
by the Attorney-General that it would save
expense is one of those myths 1hat have been
used over and over again in this Chamber.
There is no greater fallacy than that a
reduction in the number of members of
Parliament will to any great extent reduce
the cost of government.

The SzeRETARY FOR RAILWATS:
that {o reduce the number of members
not reduce the cest of Parliament?

Mr. COOPER: I ask the Minisicr: Will
a reduction of members of this Assembly
reduce railway expenditure by one penny? If
will not. I ask the Attorney-General: Will a
reduction of members of this ITouze reduce
the expenditure of his department? It
will not. As a matter of fact, it 1s likely
to add to rather than reduce expenditure,
because an increased expenditure will be
placed on a restricted number of members
of this Assembly.

Do you say
will

Let mc take my own casc as an iilustra-
tion. I represent a constituency fairly close
to the city, and I am, therefore, able to
get into touch with the various cmpa,ltmepts
and consult with my clectors the same day,
or in oue or two days. Every department
with which 1 come in contact is saved a
tremendous amount of labour in answering
communications received by me from elec-
tors, That is one of the big expenses con-
rected with clectoral representation. I sup-
pose that during the last four or five months,
during which the Railway Department has
been suffering severely from the retrenchment
policy of the Government, I was in the office
of the Commissioner for Railways at least a
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hundred times. Had I been the representa-
tive of a big constituency that was unable to
kesp in close touch with the departinent, it
would have meant two or threc hundred let-
ters being written. Larger constitucncies
n,mn a greater demand upon the depart-

its of this State for hon. members to keep
in to'zch with their constituents,

The Home Secretary is not here, but I
well remember the time when the hon.
gentleman was a member of the Labour
Party. He told us in caucus that his corre-

spondence for the year averaged 3,000 letters.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURL: Youl
should not say here what he told you in
caucus.

My, COOPER: He also said it in this
Chamber.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : That is

altogethier different.
Mr. COOPER: The hon. gentleman :aid
thst  his correspondence averaged Z000
letters annually.  Thsat was in respect of
the small constituency that was then repre-
sented by the present Home Sceretary, 1
can assure this Commitice that on the score
of expense the State is not going to zave
one penny by the reduction in members;
rather do I believe it will be added <o.

Then thers is the other question as to
vhether any great benefit will be achieved.
Hen, members on the Covernment «ide
pretend to believe that there is mnothing
hidden in the mieasure, and that there is po
uiterior motive for its introduction. Ii
there is no ulterior motive, if there is no
saving of expense but vather the adding of
expense, why the introduction of the mea-
sure? Having looked 2t it from 2l dngles,
I fail to find in 1t that rcason that we \houlc

have for the introduction of a measure of
this ki

Added to that is the late hour at which
the measuve 15 introduced. In previous
introductions of measures of this kind or
of amendments thereof, I belicve 1 can say
that they were introduced at least In ths
sccond session of the Porliament. Here is
the closing session of the Parliament.
Aceording to what the Attorney-General told

ymmission is not ex p“ctefl to report
antil 1+ Docc‘mbor It may not be able to
report until the lst Februarr, which means
that it will probably be July or August
before the Governmeut can go to the countrj
to give an account of their work to the
clectors.  Of course, a picked commission
might report a week after it was appointed ;
but we must take the statement of the
Attorney-General that there have been no
preliminary surveys. Nothing of that kind
has been done; nor have the three men who
avre to  compose this commission been
approached upon the matter. I am accept-
ing th@ Attorner-General’s statement that no
spade work has been done; that no man has
been approached: and that nobody has any
idea as to what the outcome of this comuis-
sion will be. That being so, the 1st of Decem-
ber is indsad a very qulck time in which this
siion is to report, There are co many
that these gentlemen must make them-
acquainted with. TFor instance, they

sclves
must make themselves acquainted with the

community of interests, with the naturaj
foatmes of the country, and with the various
divisions into which this country is divided.
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They did
not take that much trouble when ycu were
i power.

Mr. COOPYER: If 1 remember rightly,
they consulted the Sceretary for Agriemlture,
at any rate.

"he SECRETAEY FORAGRICULTURE :
treated me quite all right.

Mr. COOPER
consulted  the
matrer.

The Treistrer: They did not.

Mr. COOPER: I may have put it the
wrong way. Probably the Treasurey con
sulted them, which is a different matta\ Be
that as it may, the 1st of December is a date
on which the commission may not be ahle
to report; and, if it does not report by tha
date, it means an extension of the date, by
which ths matter is to be finally adopted
I can see no possible hope of the Govern-

They.

: If 1 am not mistaken, they
present  Treasurer on  the

ment going to the country before July o1
possibly  August next. Of  course, the
Attornev-General does not that this Bill

has been introduced solely for the purpose
of lengthening the period of office of the
Goverrment., I cannot sce any reason unless
I adopt the views of hon. members on this
side; and reason compel: me to accept it,
namely, that thcre is scmething ulterior in
ihe introduction of this measure.

Lir. BEDFORD (Warrcgo) [1.15]: This is
a l)101)osition which will make an already
city Governmeiit more and more government
by the city. We have the words of that
excellent statesman, the hon. member for
Carnarvon, to the effect—

Mr. MAXWELL:

Hit him when he is not

here !
Mr. BEDFORD: Tl hit you while you
are here. {(Laughter.) After getting past

this unseemly interruption of the hon. mem-
ber, who is old enough, if he is not intelli-
gent enough, to know better. (Laughter.)

Mr. Krrso interjected.

3

My, BEDFORD: I am not spesking to
old gi
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Osder! I

would draw the hon. member’s attention to
the fact that, while I am in the chair, he
cannot refer to hon. members as  old gins.

My, BEDFORD: 'The
has becen made from the othor side that
they rvenresent democracy, »which they must
knew is untrue. Ther have unsrepresentod
democrasy very successfully during the last
two and a-half years. The old tale was that
democracy insizted on one vote one value.
That altogether disappears under this Bill.
The hon. member for Carnarvon—I trusk
I shall not be called upon to withdraw the
fact that he is a great statesman—has already
stated, being well inside the Government
counsels—that the rearrengement of the seats
will not affect the Darling Downs. Natur-
ally it has been put on the great pastoral
arcas, which are irrevocably the property
of Labour representation. 'The old idea of
one vote one value was kept to under the
old scheme, consistent with the fact that
the man repre:ontmw a distant electorate,
with his constituents far from the seat of
Government, could not expect to get the
same results as members living continuously
round the city. That has been felt so much

Mr. Bedford.]

continuous claim
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in Vietoria—the whole of the State of Vic-
toria is only a few thousand square miles
greater in area than my own elcctorate, and
some 18,000 square miles less t‘mn the elecc-
torate of the hon. member for Gregory

Mr. Keuso: Look at the population.

Mr. BEDFORD: What has population to
do with this fact? Population is against
you. Ir Victoria the city 1is ecut up
into electorates of 24,000 clectors, While the
country seats can go down to 6,000 electors.
With the great railw ay system of Vietoria,
representing an area smaller than the elec-
torate of Gregory and but little larger than
my owu electorate, one can sce, if the
Victorian Act is necessary in order to give
the connfxy proper representation, how far
thix Bill fails. Iiveryonce must know that the
i of a member of Parliament on the
~v estern edge of this country are immea-
surably greater than those of city members.

The SzCRETARY FOR I’UBLIC INSTRUCTION :
If you had a city constituency, you would
alter your opinion.

Mr. BEDFORD:

I cannot have a city
oommtuency becaus 1 do not sing ‘“ God
Save the King”’ often ¢nongh. This has
been foread ou the Govermmont like every
2 of its loan policy—if they ever had
v the lowest class of newspaper advice.
Gover r\ment coutinually change their
TIewWs aw hange thelr clothes conse quent
on the blast of flatulence from the
offices of new spapers interpretesd b
morons in depl srable Dosseision of printing
presses,

The ArrorNEY-GENERsL: They are very
kind to you, all the same. You do wcll ous
of 1it.

DFORD: I do notdo well cut of it
There are newspapers and newspapers,
Attorneys-General  and  Attorneys-General,
Treasurers and Treasurers, »nd saints and
saints—but I will not make any further

invidious comparisons. Part of the reason
of thiz general atiack en Parliament and

members of Parliament is, first of all, an
- complex, which hates to find any-
dy else in ud[h(““lt", no matter that they
have been clected by the votes of the people.
But there is also a general objection to
memibers of Pariiament as such, most‘y voiced
by the f)ooplo who want to hct into Parlia-

ment. Have the Government ever considered
that this 1‘ow:papor demand for a new
Legislative  Council comes from small
spoilers of paper and ink, who decide
that they mzy represent the great

voice of nobody in an
the one hand, we have
economy—which amounts to nothing—by the
cutting out of ten members, nine of 1hom
with Labour seats; so that, as I said in a
quastion to the Promier some time since, I
sincerely believe that I described this Bill
pronellv in saying that it was a Bill to
attempt to reduce LJbo‘xr representation in
Parliament without first consulting the
clectors, and that the proposition emanated
from certain small journalists from Pig
Island that Australia should change her
habit, which has obtained in this State for
the last forty rears the number of scventy-
two members having been fixed realls
because of the dlﬁxculty of represe ntatl\,n
of outback clectorates. The number of
meinbers of Parliament was fixed at sevent

two more than forty years ago, when thls
country had not half its prcsent population,

[Mr. Bedfurd,

Upper House? On
the demand for
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One can sec that a Government that will
yield to anv wind however foul & Govern-
ment that can vield to the last demand from
some  little rag which only lives by the
credulity of the advertisers, and the lcad-
ing articlex in which are only read by
members of Parliament—and they are only

read by me for the purpose of making nasty
remarks about the general want of sense in
them.

Mr. Xepso: You arve afraid of DMr.
Reading.

My, BEDFORD : I am not afraid of any
old gin.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. BEDFORD : One can understand that
by and by parliamentary representation
will be whittled down until it comes to the
cmega of all these parliamentary reformers.
Ve never, for instince, hear of any demand
for the rejection of the vote for the King;
we never hear of anv demand for a reduction
of the vote to the Governor; snd we ncver
hear of ary demand for a reduction in
regard to all those people who are so highly
placad and highly paid because they are on
the side of the vested interests which these
rags ropresent.  We have heard no storm
of annovance, we have haard no resentment
fm!n the newspapers as to the action of

:kin, who has taken for some years a
retiving allowance Irom this State, and

then was marle a Federal judge at the
behest of the Bruce-Page Government—which
enwazesd as many duds as this Government
would if they were in office long enough—
but they not be in oflice long enough,
as the Bruce-Page Government was.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Judge, Lukin had nothing to thank your
Covernment for,

Mr. BEDFORD : Lukin should never have
besn appointed to a judgeship.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
moember is not in order in referring to a
judge in that strain,

Mr. PEDFORD : This Bill is said to have
been brought in from the point of view of
esonomy. The number of members is to
be reducad from seventy-two to sixty-two in
order to make some ridiculons saving. The
idea of government that comsists in redue-
inz the numbo}_ of members from seventy-
two to sixty-two, then to fifty, from fifty
toy forty, from forty to thi: m thirty
to twenty, and from twenty “to ten, would
probably end by telling the House that
the ideal form of government would be
Hancock, of XRenown Rubber Company
renown, who, in spite of Renown Rubber,
was appomted by the Government to Juagle
figures in the Mungana case; or we might
get a more ideal form of g,ovelnment by
lessoning Parlisments numerically and inter-
pose bdween Governments and the govern-
ment  little oligarchies of Hancock and
Walsh, and, maybe, Sleeman and Macarttey
and then in dl‘g“l?t we might have T asclsm
a dictatorship, or an absolute monarchy.

Some little time ago we had an alteration
to the Constitution Act by which the salaries
of members were raised from £300 to £500.
There were only twelve of the Opposition
who voted against that inerease, although

+

=}

they all talked against it, and they all
took it. Then in 1826 we had the increase
from £500 to £750, when twenty-three of



them voted against it, and all of them
grabbed it with both hands.
Let us sce x\hat this economy comes  to.

On the one hand this Government has slaugh-
tered State enterprises by throwing them
out at any price because of its insensate
hatred of the principle.

As a matter of fact, they offercd to the

Renown Rubber Company for £250 a vear
land which they valued at £13,000. 'hey
slawrhtowd these  State enterprizes, and

ed another with a derelict meatworks.
The killed the Nonconformist conscience by
continuing the ‘“Golden Casket,” even
though their Treasurcr is the hon. member
for Wynnum, who csvtainly did get something
back from the Margaret Marr Memorial
Hall rome months after the gaff was blewn.
They cut down the old men’s rum at Dun-

=ich, They cut out the nurses’ tea. 'they
cut down State children by 1s. a week. They
sweated the wages of the waitresses in the
parliamentary refreshment-roms. Ther

iped out all their rural awards and all the
pastoral awards until warried men in my
electorate working on stations——

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T shall have
to ask the hon. member to resume his seat
unless he deals with the question before the
Committcee,

2y, BEDFORD:
Y

We differ on that, but
f
I must ober vour

ruling. They spent

£35,600 on a ustless cconomist. These are
the statosmenlike actions of men who now
want to juggle quots: and boundaries, wnd
disfranchivec men who have always had the
vote in an effort to retain offico. Those are
the actions of men who would disfranchise
veters who have families living in Charle-
ville, for instance, snd have to travel for
threc months in thoe year. VYet, although
they can wlter those things, there is one thing
ther cannot alter; they cannot avoid the wave
of unpopularity that is geing to annihilate

them. 'They may change their name, just
as the keoper of a disorderly hous adopts
other aliases when the police “ chivvr” him

from subuib to suburb; but it will not heip
them, any more than in the Federal arcna
their imaginings that their pernicicus
anaemia iz going to be temporarily alleviated
bv a transfusion of blood from the latest
Labour rat will help them. T reserve my
more poignant remarks for the second read-
ing of the Bill.

My, KIRWAN (Brisbane) [7.30]: The reso-
lution contains these rather remsarkable
words, ‘““to make plonsxon for  the

better 10p1‘t‘~nntai?on of the people of Queens-
land in Parliament.” Tt is mwost significant
that, whon hon. members opposite and the
mr\ with which thes are associated engage
in oany po]lhca' ficht. they endeavour to
cover up their actions by such phrases as 1
have just quoted. T certainly think that the
prophesy uttered by the hon. member for
Warrego will come true. It will not matter
what alterations are made in the clectoral
houndaries or w hat other things are doun
by the Government, political annihilation wili
come their way.

TllO SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY :
You were lucky at the last election.

Mr. KIRWAN: T was lucky at the laxt
c¢lection. and I have been lutlc' at many
uihor clections.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOTR AND INDUSIRY:
You were abnormally lucky last time.

ecloral Districts Dill. [1 Sepre

Bl-ctoral Districts Bill. 581

Mr. KIRWAN: I am here, and I am the
only representative iu this Chamber who
came in in 1912 for the first time. I have
waen a fow faces come to this Chamber, and
I have scen a few leave again. I shall also
sce the defeat of the Secretary for Labour
and Industry at the next clection. Prior
to the last elections in Victoria the Tory
Party introduced a redistribution scheme
having a similar purpose to that contained
in the scheme now under discussion. Lir.
Allan, Leader of the Country Party, was
the Premicr, and he anticipated that by an
alteration of electoral boundaries and the
ﬁ" of a q“of’ of 26,43 for city elec-

orates and 6,61 for the Coun“? his party
would be rcturned jorif The
rediztribution was so unfair and ine quitabl
and the deliberaza purpose for which it was
brought f\ ward wae so paieni to everyeone
in Victoria that it Lrought about the defeat
of the Allan Government.

When the provle of Cuecnsland realise the
full portent of this measure, the Government
of this State will mect with a similar fate.
In looking back over the political history
of Queens Tnd it is rather stratec that anti-
T.abour (fovernments have attempled to stem
the onward march of the Labour movement
in the part. I can remember when the first
{iftcen Lahour men ceme into this Parliament
in 1293, Onc of the first Bills dealt with by
thet Perlisment was Bill to amend the
Tlections Act with the deliberace and avowed
purpose of disfranchising thowsands of voters
m Western Queensiand in a similar manner
to that. achieved by the passage of a Bill
last session. It was anticipated that the
amendment of the electoral law in that direc-
tion would bring aboat the defeat of the
T.abour men in the western portions of this
State. However, that was not the result.
Kver since then. when the party opposite
have heen in a tight eorner, thes huvo
attempted to interfere with the clectoral law
of the State.

The Arrorwry-(irsersl: What have you to
say about the fact that vour electo sral seat
contains the smallest numiber of electors in
Brisbanrs

Mr. KIRWAN : I do not carc who consti-
tute the redistzibution commission. I did
not worry them on the last occasion, because,
no matter what they do, they cannot do me
any harm. The Attome; General wants to
know why the number in my electorate has
keen reduced, and I wwill tell him. The con-
struction of Bauy parade was instrumental
in depriving me of something in the vicinity
of 1,000 votes br the resumption of a number
of houses in the locality, chicfly boarding-
houses, accommodating an average of from
twelve to twenty proph\ A number of housesx
were resumed prior to the cc‘nsfru(‘txor\ of
the new Grey strect bridge, and another 200
to 300 clectors were sent about their busi-
ness. Those two factors contribute largely to
the decrease in the number of clectors in the
Brishane clectorate, and to some extent
account for the increass in the number in
other electorates.

The SYORETARY FOR JT.AB0TR AND INDUSTRY:
It shows the necessity for a redistribution.

Mr., KIRWAN: The hon. gentleman is
very much concerned about a redlstrlbutlon‘
but, if it is to be for a particular purpose,
as outlined at the end of this resolution—
for *“ the better representation of the people
of Quecensland in Parliament ”-—there may

Mr. Kirwan.]
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be something in it; but we know from the
metnods adopted by the Allan Governnent
in Victoria and the Bavin Government in
New South Wales, and from the political
records of the party he is associated with,
and th> policy i stands for, what system of
redistribution will be attempted in Queens-
land.  When the redistribution scheme has
been arrived at, it will be found that nine
or ten Labour members will be without seats.
That 1 why hon. members opposite are so
anxious to bring about a redistribution of
olectorates.  Thev are not concerned with
cconomy, because, if they were, they would
not have spent £20,000, as they did quits
rocently. That is the position.

No one can deny that a redistribution is
necessary; but, as already pointed out, therc
is no more merit in reducing the number of
members to sixty-two than in adopting the
amendment moved by the hon. member for
Rockhampton. To-night we had the spec-
tacle of hon. members opposite swallowing
their principles. They voted ageinst the
amendment of the hon. member for Ronk-
hampton; yot, when we increased the num-
her of member: of Cabinet by one, thev
contended that the number of members of
Parliament should he reduced from seventy-

two to fifty, although, as the hon. member.

for Gregory rveminds me, the need for
economy at that time was not so strong as
it is now. Hon. members opposite went to
the elestors, and said that, if they were the
(lovernment, instead of increasing the num-
ber of members of Cabinet by one, thev
would reduce the expense of Parliament by
reducing the number of members from
soventv-two to fifty. Now they have the
opportunity of putting those political prin-
ciples into operstion, but they stop at sixty-
two members.  There is no questioning the
fact that their reason for doing so 1is to
enable them to give a more effective system
of redistribution which is an attempt to save
thein from the wrath of the electors when
they are compelled to face the music
next May. It will probably be found
that, with the exception of one member,
all members on the Government benches
will have their seats and electorates.
and immediately the redistribution is over
the CGovernment can spring an election.
bhecause, so far as thev are concerned, overv-
thing will be ready. while nine or ten mem-
bers on thi= side will be looking for seats
by virtue of the fact that their nresent seats
will be obliterated. It is rather strange
that, in dealing with this nroposed legisla-
tion, the “ Courier ” said that possibly five
seats in the West, three in the coastal belt
in the North. and nossibly two in the Cen-
tral district wonld be affected.

Mr. H. M. RusseLL: What do they know
about it ?

Mr. Porrock: The Premier has dropped
a few hints.

Mr. KIRWAN: The ¢ Courier” scems
to be ahle to get some inside information
as to the intentions of the Government.
Quite recently, when the Government caucus
was discussing the re-estublishment of the
Upper House, the “ Courier > on the morn-
mg following the decision said, ‘“ These are
our ideas. That is the way the matter
ought to be fixed up.” Tarlier in the debate
the hon. member for Toombul interjected
something about “‘ poctic justice.”

Mr. H. M. RusseLL: Nemesis will overtake
you yedi.

{ . HKirwan.
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My, KIRWAN: That is what could be
cxpocted from the hon. membor, whe, in
this Chamber, last session preferred to give
votes to brick and mortar rather than to the
men and women of this city. He assisted
by his vote to deprive hundreds of men and
women in this city of their undoubted right
as citizens to exercise the franchise in the
local authority elesctions. But if a woman

had a 12 by 12 room in the T. and G,
Building, the hon. member for Toombul

would give a vote, not to the woman but
to the room. If that woman had a house
at Awrot, she would be entitled to another
vote in respect of that. I remember the hon.
memksr addressing a meeting in his own
electorate, and saying that one result of the
iltorations of the municipal franchise would
bHe the wiping out cf the Labour Party in
municipal politics,  What happened? Out
of fourteen Nationalists who stood for elec-
tion thirteen werc consigned to political
oblivion. The defeated Nationalists com-
plained most bitterly of hon. members oppo-
site, who, they said, were responsible for
bringing about a change in public opinion.
At tho first opportunity the people of this
city dealt with the Nationalist Party in the
effective way they did. The ‘extraordinary
fast is that the only hon. member who had
thn courage to support a municipal candi-
date was the hon. member for Enoggera, and
Alderman Lanham, the candidate concerned,
was the only Nationalist who won. Some of
the remarks of the defcated Nationalists
would not bear printing in a respestable
journal like the * Courier.”
Mr. Kerso: They were not Nationalists.

Mr. KIRWAN: Just imagine the hon.
member for Nundah endeavouring to repu-
dizte these men! Surely the hon. member
would admit that ex-Alderman. Watson, the
then Acting Mayor of the city, was a
Nationalist !

Mr, KrLso:
Nationalists.

Mr. KIRWAN: I do not desire to be
drawn off the main principles of this Bill;
but T may say that on one occasion the
present Speaker of this Parliament, the
Treasurer, the hon. member for Warwick,
and the hon. member who has just inter-
jccted were expelled from the Nationalist
Tarty, and were generally known as ¢ The
Rump.” The hon. member for Nundah
would not surely consider that he was any
less a good Nationalist on that occasion
than eox-Alderman Watson was at the last
mu=icipal election. T shall reserve any
further remarks on this Bill until the second
reading stage.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murille) [7.43]: It
iz amusing for one who has been in this
Parliament as long as T have to listen to the
squealing and the squirming of hon, mem-
bers opposite, knowing what I do know of
the redistribution that took place during the
term of the Labour Government. They
appointed a temperamentally fitted Commis-
sion at one period. Why did they appoint
it?  Because at the time they only had a
majority of two in this Parliameat and were
sfraid to go to the country without a redis-
fribution that would suit them. They got
the redistribution, but they ignored the Act
which was passed. When the provision con-
cerning the 20 per cent. above or below the

He was not endorsed by the
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gqueta was put into the Act, it was with the
id:a of protecting the country electorates,
so that the city and suburban areas would
not have over-representation. I am one
of those who think that it is only right that
thore should be a larger guota in the city
and larger areas in the country. When the
redistribution to which I have referred took
place, it was found that Brishane, embracing

one-half square mile of country, had be-
tween 5.000 and 6,000 clectors, while an
clectcrate such as my own and others,

cibracing 18,000 to 22,000 square miles of
country, had 1,000 more electors. Hou.
members opposite complain that the Bill
we are introducing will make a few little
altzrations practically similar in cvery
respect to what were made previously.

The lazt redistribution under the Labour
Governmient  wiped out five farming elee-
torates. I1f we take the different electorates,
we find that in Brisbane, Rockhampton,
Townsville, and other city clectorates the
number of clectors is 20 per cent. below the
quota. When we come to the farming ¢lec-
torates—and it is well known thloughnat
Australia that, generally speaking, farming
electorates do mnot support Labour—it 1s
found that in many cases the numbor of

electors is much above the quota. In the
for ern partion of the State, which is
praciically wholly represented by ILabour,

the rumber of clectors again is 20 per cent.
below the quota. I have no objection to
those far-western electorates containing 20

per cent. below the quota; but hen. mem-
bors oppomte rigged the elcctorates, and
now they are squealing and complaining

that we are going to do the same thing.

An OrrositioN MoywBer: What are you
complaining about?
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

I am complaining because one hon. mem-
ber gets up and claims that there should be
equal representation, and that all votes
should be of equal value. Ile represents a
city and suburban electorate. Then we get
anothor member of the sameo party repre-
senting a far-western elecdtorate claiming
that there should not be one vote one
value,  Personally, I approve of the prin-
ciple that all votes should not be of the
same value. If all votes were of the same
value, you might as well hand over the
whole of the government of the State to the
city and suburban areas; but this Bill pro-
vides. as was the case from 1910 to 1923,
for fair representation for both the cities
and the country. In the redistribution
under the 1910 Act the spirit of the Act was
adhered to, and city and suburban arcas
were cut up into electorates containing 20
per cent. above the quota, whilst semi-city
and country areas, which might include a
town containing 2,000 or 3.000 inhabitants
and a certain portion of country lands, were
cut into clectorates containing the quota
of voters, and the large western electorates
were below the quota. The Bill provides
for three classes of electorates, and, if the
redistribution is made under those condi-
tions and is made fairly and squarely, we
shall have nothing to complain about.
Unfortunatelv. that was not done under the
Labour Government; yet hon. members
opposite are now squealing because some-
thing 1s going to be done to bring about
a better state of affairs. Let me prove what
I centended in regard to this matter. On
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31st December, 1930, according to the official
figures, Brizsbane convained 4,742 electors. 1
do not think the hon. member for Brisl:ane
has one State school in his electorate. 1 do
not think it has been necessary for him to
zo to the Department of Public Instruction
onee daring the whole of the time he has
been a member. There i3 no uecessity for
him to go to the Department of Agricul-
ture, nur to the Department of Public Lands,
because he has nothing t» do with them. In
fact, there is no department except the Rail-
way Department that the hon. member for
Brisbane is interested in.

Thon we have the big metropolitan papers

lauding Brisbarne, and pointing out con-
tinw _lly what Brisbane should get from
Parlinment. Then we have the Brisbane

City Council looking after the Brisbane elec-
torate, and attendmv to the roads, bridges,
and streats therein; ‘but. notv.'ith:\mnding ail
that representation and the influence they
can bring to bear through the press and
through the City Council in other ways,
there are only 4,742 electors in the clectorate.
Is that fair? Can hon. members opposite
justify that? (Opposition interjection.) It is
a scandalous state of affairs, and the quicker
it is altered the better. We know that there
has been a little fluctuation since the redis-
tribution in 1912, but Brisbane never had the
3 per cent. margin above the quota.

Let me now deal with country eleciorates.
The Burnett is a very large eclectorate, con-
sisting prinecipally of farmers. On the same
date it had 8,168 clectors—almost double the
number in the Brisbanc electorate. Can
hon. members opposite justify that?

Mr. Portock: That is ten years #fter the
redistribution. What wers their numbers
when the last mu‘strlbution was made?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
When the last redistribution was made the
Act provided that the city and suburban
elcctorates should contain 20 per cent. above
the quota.

Myr. Porrock: Noj; it said they could con-
tain it.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

The Act does not definitely specify it; but
that is the principle which has been carried
out. Hvervbody knows that the reason why
the provision as to 20 per cent. below and 20
per cent. abov the quota was made was to
enable representation to be given to the
sparsely populated centres.

Then take Charters Towers,
time was a fairly large town practically
comprising only the town area. On 3lst
December, 1930, with the surrounding dis-
trict, it orllv had 3,922 electors. Against
that ‘Cooroora, a cour\tlv electorate, contain-
ing practically all farmers, had 9,129
electors—100 per cent. more than Charters
Towers. Fortitude Valler, another electorate
that is part and parcel of the city of Bris-
bane, contained 6,649 electors; Nanango, a
fammmlT e‘ootoxate 7,593. Paddington, a
city elcctoratc con’tamed 5,950, as against
Wide Bay, a country electora‘re with 8,842.
Again, the city electorates of Rockhampton
and Townsville had an enrolment of 5315
and 4,847 wapectwely, whereas in Too-
Woomba a farming centre, there were 8,224,

Then take the Murilla electorate. At the
time of the election there were a little over
6,000 voters, but at the time of which i
speak, the end of last vear, the number of

Hon. Godfrey Morgan.]

which at one
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voters on the roll was 5,355, Murilla is the
sixth largest electorate in Quecnsland, com-
prising just on 20,000 square miles; yet, In
spite of that fact, it will have to take in
additional country in order to hring it up
to the 20 poer cent. below the guota. It con-
tains now moere voters than the city of
Brishane; but 1,000 voters will have to be
added to 1t in order to comp with the
revisions of this Bill. Although in size it
15 amongit the biggoest electoratos, additional
country will have to be added to it, just
as additional ceantry will have to be added
to other clectorates in order to bring about
the division of the State into sixtr-two clee-
torates; but, so long as the distribution
takes place in a fair and square manner,
there 1s no reascen to complain.

An Orposyrion Meustk: Who will be on
the commission?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We do net know who the commissioners will
be; but there haz mewor besn an clection in
which some old representatives have not gone
to the wall. That will happen agrin. I have
senn a few eleetions—I think there are only
four or five older members in the House
than I-——and I have never known en clection
where that did not happen.

Mr. Duxnor: Did you not
coension for h merihers 7

The BECRUTARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member quotsd from & very good
speach whith I wmade on one occasion.
(Laughter.) On that occarion I did advo-
cate filty membe and I did so honestly;
hut, when inatters some before a party, one
must be satisfied what is done by the
majority. My view may «till be that fifty
are sufficient; but I am one of those who
believe that, when we go into a party meet-
ing and decide upon a particular mea-ure,
we should be prepared to stand by the
decision of the majority, notwithstanding the
fact that my party is not a party swhich
would be likelr to make it warm for any-
body who did not. With the hon. niember
for Rockhampton I recognise that half a
leaf is better than no bread. I am also like
the hon. moember in this respeet—I admit
that, when I came into thiz Chambrr as a
voung member, I thought I was going to

vote on one

turn  ihe  whole place upsi'do down.
(Laughter.) But I had not been here for
six months before T realised that T was

culy one of seventy-tws and that I had not
as much politics] influenee =< many other
hon. members. We often think at first that
we are going to do wonders, but we find
that we cannot, and e have to be content
with doing our level best. The Bill that
it iz proposed to introduce will be practicaily
on all fours with another measure introduced
for a similar purpose, A commission will be
avpointed to view the matter from all
aspects. Al T desive is a fair and square
redistribution, and that is all that is desired
by the Government.

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Moergan) [8.07: 1
do mnot know why the Scerctars for Rail-
ways occupied the time of the Committee
at all.  All that he desires is a fair redis-
tribution of electoral seats.  He quoted
figures to show how the positien in Queens-
land has altered since the last redistribution.
Withdraw the Bill, and we are all of the
one opinion. We all want a redistribution
of seats. We quite realise, as those who

[Hon. Godfrey iorgan.
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went before us realised, that in a State like
Queensland  where the population varies,
where new industries develop and old indus-
tries cecline, that a redistribution of elec-
toral seats automatically becomes necessary
in order to meet the situation, and to endea-
vour as far as possible to retain the quota
laid down in the Act.

The Secretary for Railways has advan
no argument in favour of the reduction in
the number of members conitituting this
Parliament. IHe stated th.at the Government
were justified in providing for an alteration
of electoral boundaries, bzcause the Brisbane
cleetoral district contained some 4,000 elec-
tors whilst a country electorate contained a
number of electors m cucess of the reguire-
ments of the Act. There is no need for
legislative action to remedy that anomaly.
The Itlections Act emables the Government
fo appoint a commission to redistribute the
boundaries at stated interval: without con-
sulting the llous» at all.

Mr. Knwso: Why did your Government
not do it?
My, STOPFORD: The Labour Govern-

ment did do it. I think the Elections Act
was pessed in 1910, and a redistribution of
scats was made. 1In 1922, after the expira-
tion of a period of zhout ten years—that
is the recognized period—the Labour Go-
vernment carried out a further redistribu-
tion; so that the Government are doing
nothing wrong in suggesting a redistribution
of seats at this stage, Long before this
Parliament was consulted, and when the
CGovernment’s broken promises began to show
clearly the writing on the wall, the news-
papers supporting hon. members opposite
nsisted upon the Government giving effoct
to something that they could do without
consulting Purliament. Those newspapers
have urged the Government to gerrrmander
the clectoraies of this State. They have
insisted upon the Government amending the
constituticn of this Assembly so that their
party mav have a better opportunity of
escaping the result of their maladministra-
tion. Whes the Attornev-General rose.
cxpected some justification, other than the
lame excuse he offered on the plea of
cconomy. that would warrant this House
saying at this particular period, when the
pcople of Quecensland are looking for an
opportunity to judge his Government on
the promises they made and on their sccom-
plishment, that some real ncecessity prevailed
for the impending action of the Government.
T¢ has heen shown clearly that many rears
ago. when the populatinn of this State was
half what it is to-dav, tho strength of this
Tlouse was cqual to what the Government
are now attemniing to reduce the number
of members of this Assembly to.

The Seccretary for Railwuys informed us
that he objected to the varvinz quotas pro-
vided for the citv and country electorates,
and said that, while he was in opposition.
he attemnted to hava the quetss varied,
helieve that he is honest in making that
statement., and that he is also honest in
helioving in one vote ore value. In a coun-
try > Queensland  which has so many
scasons=1 industries there are cortain periods
of the vear when th» workers gravitate to
the rities. thercfore, there must be a pre-
ponderance of voters in the eities = against
the country. What is to overcome that evil,
if an evil it be? ‘The Government have
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definitely carried forward the same quota;
and, i we arc to accept the forecast of the

ess us being correct, nine of the ten seats
that will be dispensed with will be Labour
It is a matter of extreme importance
elertorate and to the electorate repre-
sznted by the hon. member for Rockhampton
that the majority of those sest: will come
{from the North and Central Queensland.
That is why T cannot understand the hon.
member for Rockhampton asking for a still
further reduction in the representation of
Northern and Central Quennsland,

Mr. Doxwor: T have slwaws stood for a
veduction of members,

Myr. STOPFORD : The hon. member may
do so; but I ecaunot understand how he
advocates the reduetion of members on one
oceasion and decentralivation on another.

Mr. Duxwor: T do not believe in cutting
cut nine Labour :eat-. It would be fairer
if five Nationalists and five Labour seats
w cat out.

Alr. STOPTORD : The only plea put for-
ward by the Attorney-General for this Bill
was that of economy.” When 1lie hon. gentle-
man was speaking m South Brisbhane durine
the election campaign. he had a brain wavc;D
end said that, if his party were returncd to
power, they would reduce the salaries of
members of Parliament. and that the £18.000
saving thus cffected capitalized at £360.000
would employ 10,000 men. It is a coincidonce
that the saving proposed to ho effectod in
the salavies of hon. members is about the
vost of the Mungana case. The £18.000
saving effected there is gone, and we have
no result from it. To-dav we are told that,
if we reduce the number members by ten.,
and in the precess deprive Queensland of
o t able represeniatives like myself—
(aughter)—we shall cffect a cortain amount
of cconomy. I fail to see where that advan-
tage comes in. 1 view thie matter merelv
s an effort on the part of the Government
to use the machinery of Parliament to escape
their answering the same tribunal that gave
hera a mandate to onter Parliament and
]e"‘; slate for them. The CGovernment assumed
cifice on very clear-cut pledges

The ATTORNFEY-GENERAL : Redistribution of
clectorates was one of them,

r. STOPFORD: But there was no sug-
gestton of a reduction. The Government
raade certain promises to the electors. and
the clestors in the constituencies now in
force placed emphatic confidenee in them,
and passed a vote of no confidence in us.
The Government have been administering
the affairs of the State for two vears. No
one ever thought that we would exeape a
redistribution of seats. berause a Federal
census was close at. hand.  Personally, I
vealised the change in my clectorate  was
such that even with seventy-two seats I
would be amongst the “also rans” when
a redisiribution took place. T had no illu.
sions or heartburning, nor have I to-day;
l?ut the position is that hon, members on the
Government side, fearing the wrath of the
people and recoznising that the redistribu-
tion made by Labour was a just one {Govern.
ment laughter)

Mr.
that?

)

—

e
it

Brackrey: Do you seriously suggest
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Mr. STOPFORD: (Can the hon. member
show me one part of the Bill dealing with
the machinery of redistribution of seats
apart from the reduetion of members that
did not exist when the previous amendment
was made? The Government hs»e not
altered the margin of 20 per cent. so far as
city and country electorates are concerned.
The Government raust recognise that a free
and unrestricted hand was given to a com-
on appointed to rvedistribute tha elee-
torates, and that under that distribution
they were given power. If the Government
merely carried on the work as the Act
prescribes, and,. by executive minute,
appointed a commission, they would have no
chance of being the Government again, But
they have laid the ground carefully bvy an
amendment of the Elections Acts which
makes it possible for a man’s name ito be
struck off the roll if he goes to an inter-

mittent relief camp and i3 absent for one
mounth.
The ATTorxEV-OENERAL: You made b

impossible for him to be taken off if he
wag In another State.

Mr. STOPFORD: I would rather be
suilty of that than of the charge I am
levelling  against the Government. If a
man leaves Drisbane to work on intermittens
velief work at, say, Redcliffe, and he 1
shzent for a month, his name is removed
from the roll, and the police get twopence
for doing it. That man cannot be enrolled
again until he is resident for three months
in the locality to which he has gone on velief
work., Under the intermittent relief scheme
it is most unlikely that he will be allowed
to stay for three months, so that he has no
chance of becoming enrolled as an elector.
Hvery nomadic worker is going to be gerry-
mandered off the rolls by the aiteration of
the Iilections Acts pasied by the present
(tovernment. The Government are not satis-
fied to trust the people who trusted them.
They cannct go to the people and
“ Judge u¢ on the work we have done since
last we appealed to you.”

At 8.15 pm.,

3Ir. MAXWELL (Toowong), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairnmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the «hair.

Mr. STOPFORD: Ther want a change
from a commnion to a special jury. They
want a jury stacked so that they can get an
alteration of the clectorates that will return
them to this House. This Bill is one of
many actions characteristic of the Govern-
ment of the day, who recognise they have
not fulfilled their promiscs to the people.
and they fear the wrath of the pecple.
There is no need, and there is no justifica-
tion for the Bill,

Side by side with this plea for economy
comes another attack wpon the democracy of
this State. That is the introduction of a
second Chamber so that, even if the people
in their wrath are able to destroy them as
a Government, the appointed Chamber may
nullify the efforts of deniocracy for years to
come. This Bill i clear evidence that the
Government, seeing the writing on the wall,
are afraid to go back to the people to whom
they made theze promises, and say, *“ Judge
us on what we have accomplished.” 1 admit
that they have had a difficult task. I am

Mr. Stopford.]

HEY,
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going to admit that many promises were
made without duc consideration of the con-
ditions then existing in Queensland. An-
vornment or any individual may make
such mistakes; hut an honest Government,
having eatered into that contract, would nos
attempt to evade their responsibilities owing
to changed eonditions without the consent
of the tribunal which clected them. The
Government realise that they have fallen
down on their ‘job. They have had a
strangichold on one section of the community
right from tho first day they took charge of
the Treasury benrbes.” During the last six
months thay have recognised that squee
the worker and robbing the subme
crowd of every protection they had csn
never rectify the vosition of Australia. Thoev
bave at last been compelled by stern neces-
sitv and hy the advocacy of forces thev
cannot overcome to ask for an equality of
sacrifice from others. They recognise. as
e on this side rccognised all along, that
their original plan was impracticable =nd
could lead to mnothing but disaster. They
knew to-day that, as ‘o result of their
administration for two vears even the busi-
ness of this State, who werc in a
flourishing condition. have beon compelled
by their poverts campaign to deflate their
emplovees, and to-day the political sup-
porters of the Government are recognizing
that deflation may be carried too far.

The TEXPORARY CHAIRMAN : Opder !
I would ask the' hon. member to deal with
the question before the Committee,

Mr. STOPFORD: I am trying to show
that economy may be practised too much,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The
{),nn. 1‘1}Iember must address his remarks to
he Dill.

Mr. STOPFORD: The Attorner-General
stated  that, by reduecing the number of
members by ten, the Government -=would
save £50570 and thereby assist in rehabili-
tating the finances of Australia. This policy
of reducing wages, this policy of depriving
the workers of the protection of the Indus.
trial Court——ro

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order’
I must ask the hon. member $o address his
remarks to the Bill under discussion. He is
teo old a parliamentarian not to know thai
he is not in order.

~Mr. STOPFORD: I object to the term
“old,” and I would ask you to withdraw it,
Mr. Maxwell, (Laughter.) If you object,
I will desist from endeavouring to show the

gommittee what I have been attempting to
o.

ng

cd

Two years ago the Government of the dav
made certain suggestions, and the Opposition
made other suggestions, and we went to the
country as seventy-two members. No onec
suggested that there should be a reduction
of members. The Government have carriod
on the State for two years. They have
nearly broken the State,” while we tried to
save ib, and they think they can get in for
another three years by simply wiping out ten
electorates represented on this side of the
House. They introduce this Bill in order to
bring that about. The only justification they
have for the measure is that they say that
Brisbane has only 4,000 electors, while Bur-
nett has 8,000. We ask why there is all this
stir when they are going to have a commis-

[37r, Stopford.
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sion to carry out the work. We say, ©“ Why
reduce the number to sixty-two? Why not
appoint your commission and redistribute
seventy-two seats? ”  The Government arc
so afraid of going to the tribunal of the
people that they are seeking every possible
means to avoid getting a fair verdiet from
them. We all recognise that they are afraid
to face the people who elected them to their
present position.

Mr. Duxtor: Will you be there?
MMr. STOPFORD: I will not be thero

uniess 1 esn beat *“ Tommy.” (Laughter.)
Economy is not going to be effectcd by this
measure, and, although I recognise that even
if zaventy-two members were still to be main-
tained, I possibly would not be hecre owing
to the reduced number of electors in my elen
torate, vet I say that the Government Party
show evidence of cowardice, and seck to
escape the just judgment of the people, which
has prompted them to bring in this messurs,

Mr. H, M. RUSSELL (7oombul) [8.24]: 1
do not proposc to follow the extravagant
statements made by the hon. member for
Mount Morgan. The main issue is whether
it is advisable to reduec the number of
members.  The hon. member for Mount
Morgan #ays that the tribunal of 1929 is the
tribunal that we should appeal to for suppors
at the next election. We must not forget
that when the Australian States fcderated—
although I do not admit that there was any
promisc made on behalf of Quecnsland that
wo should reduce the number of members of
the Legislative Assembly-—it was current tallk
and was generally agreed to that, as the
Federal Parliament would assume many of
the departments of the various States, the
States could do with considerably fewer mem-
hers than existed in 1901. Quecensland has
the same number of members as she had at
the inauguration of federation, and no one
can conclusively prove, in spite of what the
T.eader -of the Opposition has said in thiz
debate, that the responsibilities of the State
Parliament are greater to-day than they
were in 1901. The issues may be larger, but
the responsibility is not greater to-day than
it was then. As a matter of fact, the respon-
sibility resting on the shoulders of members
of Parliament and Ministers of the Crown
is comparatively less, for the reason that
the Federal Government have gradually
absorbed many of the powers of the State
(tovernments. For vears a conflict has been
coing on between the States and the Com-
monwealth as to what powers the latter shall
talke from the States. From year to year
the Commonwealth has assumed more power,
so that our responsibilities are comparatively
less than in 1901: and there is not the same
justification for the continuance of a Charn-
ber of seventy-two members as there was in
1901. To be honest with ourselves, we must
admit that every Queensland Government
since 1901 has evaded its responsibilities by
not tackling this question. Really, the only
question with which we are faced is whether
we shall have seventy-two members or less.

The hon. member for Mount Morgan said
we should face again the tribunal of clec-
tors who elected us; and he also stated ‘ghat
this Government had ariended the Elections
Act.  In reply I would remind the hon.
member that the party opposite, election
after election, had deliberately moved eclec-
tors from one electorate to another in ovder
that they might secure the veturn of their
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vandidates. How did they win Port (furtis?
How did they win Eacham? By transfers

of a great number of men to railway works
in those electovates. (Opposition dirsent.)
The facts are there. What 1s the use of

denying them ?
Mr. Pourock: You are robbing the
nomadic workers of the right to vote.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: We do not rob
anybody of the right to vote. A man has
to be three months in an clectorate befcie
he can register; but we do, not rewcove Lim
altogether from the rolls. He is still an
clector of Queensland, and has a vote on
some roll. No man is deprived of his
vote, bhut lon. members shifted eleciors
about from one clectorate to another to
vote for their candidates, and in that respect
I say that our measure iz much superior to
theirs.

As to the hon, member’s remarks regard-
ing the tribunal which elected us in 1928,
this party was returned with a very sweep-
ing mujority, despite the fact that the
clectorates had been gerrymandered against
us. There were glaring anomalies, and it is
a wonder to us even to-day that we were
able to get back with such a great majority.
We were kept out election after election by
the tactics of hon. members opposite. We
hall endeavour to remove those anomalies,
and sce that the quota in the electorates is
put on a fair basis. It is idle for any hon.
member to say that we are devising a
scheme to put out ten Labour members.
VWho knows what is going to happen? The
whole thing will be in the hands of the com-
mission, and hon. members opposite must
have guilty conscicnces if they really think
that ten Labour men are going to be wiped
out. If that opmlon is the result of their
dealing with the clectorates, then they will
deserve the fate that will overtake them.

Cne must be struck with the glaring
anomalics that exist. The hon. member for
Mundingburra said that this was an attempt
to rob the workers of their votes and of
their representstion.  TLet me remind the
hon, member that the sirong Labour seats
in Queensland are over-represcnted, accord-
ing to their numbers. 1 shall give him a
few cases to prove my statement.

Mr. Murrax: Every one of thosc seats had
the prescribed number when the last redis-
tribution took place.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I shall take the
position at the time of the last election;
hut the position to-day is very little dif-
feront, as reference to the figures which
appear in to-day’s ‘‘ Votes and Proceed-
ings” will prove.

Nobody will deny that the twelve strongest
Labour seats in Queensland to-day are Bris-
bane, Buranda, Fortitude Valley, Ithaca,
Paddington, Cairns, Mackay, Mundingburra,
Townsville, Rockhampton, Bremer, and
Bundaberg. We cannot omit the Rock-
hampton clectoral district, because the clec-
tion of the hon. member for Rockhampton
was gquite an accident. Those twelve
strongest Labour seats contain 79,602 elec-
tors, or a quota of 6,633, I will contrast
those figures with a few of the strongest

anti-Labour seats held by this party to
show the enormous difference in the two
quotas. The main anti-Labour seats are

probably in the suburbs of Brisbane; the
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total number of electors in the Brisbane area
is 175, 724 returning twenty members, or a
quota of 8,780, dividing the total number
of electors by the number of members. Out
of those twenty seats there are fifteen anti-
Labour seats, for which the quota is 8,500,
There is an anomaly that must be remedied.

I have members opposite a
Ii o strongest Labour seats in Queerns-
land with a quota of something like 3,000
IE than the quota required to clect &
sermber for the suburbs of Brisbane.
.ust be admitted that the time has arrived
when these anomalies must be removed.
Hon. members opposita had that opportunits
loction dlter election; but they shut their
v to it.,  They had no intention what-
v of putting the Act into operation, as
uld have been done years ago.  As 1
1id before, the main issue to-day is, what
pamber of membm> is required fo represent
the tors of Qucensland? All sorts of
ous are ngached but, after all,
fiere is no wirtue in sixty-two any more than
in fifty-two or thirty-six members. The
main consideration is, what is an adequate
number to represent the people of Queens-
land, taking iuto consideration the main
factor which should obtain in cvery clecto-
rate—the community of interest? The
Government  have decided that sixty-two
will be ample to represent the State, at the
same time preserving the main feature of all
representation—community of interest.

Me. Porrocx: Ilow that
arrived at?

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: That number has
boen arvived at after a great deal of inves-
tigation, and taking into consideration the
various factors that must govern all systems
of representation. For instance, it was
necessary  that  the  agricultural  districts
should be divided so that they would return
members in aceord with those industries;
the same with the mining industry, with
ihe indnm‘ial contres, and with the pastoral
sontres.  In arriving at a just distribution
~oata we have to take into consideration.
st Those people

ven Eon.

Surely it

8¢

was number

ﬂ t, a fair unit of population.

vwho have a community of interest demand
one representative. The Government have
bheen actuated by that one desire.  Their
purpose is to establish that unit of popu-
lation which will be thoroughly representa-
tive of that community of interest, and that
community sheould be represented by one
member. That is the basis of the Bill.
“While hon., members opposite may jeer at
the idsa of economy, still the Government are
justified in adopting every means possible
to effect savings in every direction. While
economy In this direction is not very great,

still we are not justified in continuing a
Fouse of ity-two members in the face
of cur vespensibilities. There is a clamour

througheout Australia for economy in govern-
ment, and. although this Bill will effect only
a small saving, nevertheless it is a step in
the right dirertion,

The speech of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was the worst he ever delivered in this
(Chamber, As a rule he is logicsl, but he
was most illogical this afternoon. He tried
to make out that the responsibilities of
Ministers have increased so much that we
are not justified in reducing the number of
membars.  On the other hand, he gave an

My, H. M. Russell.]
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inkling to the Chamber that he, himself, electorates are properly placed according to
was rather prepared to confer greater their boundaries and community of interest,
powers on the Iederal Parliament, as he  and to see that the proper ratio is preserved
favoured some system-of centralisation. The  between town and country. Under the Bill
Labour Party stands for unification, and the  tho quota for a city will be 23 per cent.
conferring of a greater measure cf centrali-  higher than the quots for a town, and the
sation on  the Haderal Government. They  qucfa for towns will be 20 per cent. higher
are truly illogical. They come here and ask  than the quota for the countrv. I think

us to retain the same number of members of
Parliament as we have to-dav; but, f
greater powers are to be conferred on the
Federal Parliament, there will not be the
same necessity for the retention of a House
of seventy-two members. I, perscnally, hope
that the States will refrain from conferring
greater powers on the Federal Government.
I am absolutely opposed to uniﬁcation; and
I hope that the people of this State will
not allow themselves to Le d\.aggﬂd at the
charint wheels of large indusfrini contres
like Sydney and Melbourne. We shall be
wise in preserving our independence  as
much as we can. One reason why I do not

wish to sec the number of mombers of Par-
liament reduced below sixty-two, is bocause
the population in this State 1s on the

increaze.  If we refuse to grant additional
powers to the Federal Government, preser
ing the rights of the State, it will unwis
to reduce the number of members of this
Parliament below the figure now proposed.

This iz & ]arge and growing Stnﬁ, OE308S-
ing diversified intere end we raust spend
cur energies in every possible war to bring

the State out of the prosent niovass. 1t
would be a biz mistake to reduce the num-
ber of cur members below a reascnable
figure. We do not desire to hand over our
destinies to a bureaucracy. Every day in
the press we read of cbjections to any
system of government by a bureaucracy in
Australia.

The hon. member
uzual, made some
the Ch

for Rockhampton. as
very wild statements about
rmbers of Commerce having O\T)resce('l

an opinion rvegarding a reduction of men-
bers. The Brisbane Chamber of Commerce
has refused to enter into ikhis controversy.

Tt rvecognizes that the question is one that
is not within its sphere, and that it would
be unwise for it to enter the realm of
polities. The Brisbans Chamber of Com-
meree confines itzelf to commercial subjects.

With

refercace to the argument of the
hon. member for Rockhampton. I am not
tied by anv previous DParliament; one
Perliament cannot bind another. I definitely
refuse  to be bound bv the opinion
of previous Parliaments. I hope the Com-
mittee will agree to this measure; indeed
I know it will. Those hon. members oppo-
site who arc afraid of their seats must recog-
nise that this punishment has been long
delaved. TFor vears they held the reins of
Government with a minority. In justifica-
tion to ourselves we are entitled to put this
business on a proper footing—to see that the

the prople of Queensland will acelaim that.

Mr. O'KYEFE (Cuirns) [8.41): After hear-
ing various speakers on both sides , I am
quite satisfied that hen. membe of the
Opposition have }u‘m ed their case that theve
i3 no necessity for the Government intro-
ducing a measure of this description.  The
ples put forward that this is a Bill of

coonomy is pure moon: hine. In actual face

the Bill is merely cloaked with the sugges-
that the Govern-
which

tion of esonomy in crdor
mmf can introduce a second Chamber,
will be more expensive to the country.
hon. member for Toombul practic Ay
that in the course of his remarks.

In various parts of the Commonwen
there have beon attempts to ecconomise by
the reduction of members of variou: bodies.
For cxample. in Srdney in 1827 it was
decided to reduce the number of zldermen
to mil, and to govern the city under three
commissioners. The term of office of these
commissioners did not exceed { gin‘fm
and at the fisst opportuni
reversed.,  The commissioners
placed, no less a person
Garden

were
than

Jack
elected as an alderman of the
of Sydney.

and
A

\11‘ Kexny: Do rou object to that?

Mr. OKERFE: I do not O'«ijgt to it;
H lv mention the matt to show
that the pr~oplw generally do mot we any

mltorahon in the o\tent ‘of their ve cpresenta-

tion. In Quecnsland we are no more expen-
sive in our government than anv other Q\tato
of our size. Ae a matter of fact, many
other countries of the world wwith les popu—
lation and a lesser arca have mcre repre-
sentation and of s more eostly nature. The

various hon. members who spoke from the
Government side merely made it plain to
the public that they are endeavouring to

preserve their own political skins at the
next election.  They have alrcady made
various attempts to do that; and, as has
heen pointed out on thi: side, they follow
the dictates of the local press. They realise
the feeling of the people outside, and, in
order to remain in power after the next
cleation, they are introducing thiz Bill to
reduce the number of members of this
Assembly, knowing that it will ke ILnbour
members who will be cut out.

The following table will show the cost of

parliamentury government in ucensland as
compared with the cost in the other States
and in other countries of the world.

| Number of M mbers. 1 Area Salary.
— ~——— | Population. Square |- T
i Assembly. | Council. | Miles. Assembly. Council.
I |
- . R — i - ‘ . e
Vieboia .. .. .. .| e 1,531,000 | 87884 | 500 | 200
Queensland .. .. . oo 72 Nil | 7927000 | 670,500 | 500 | ..
New Zealand .. .. .. ‘ 80 | 1,408 000 108,569 ‘ 450 | 450

[J[r ]I A[ Hussel
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ow take (anada. The Parliament of the
the Hounse of Representatives and the Senate.
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Dominion of Canada consists of two Ilouses—

Number of Members,

Area, !
—_— T e — Square ! Salary.
" Representatives. | Senate. i Miles.
, ; 1 S,
Dominion of Canada. . 240 ; 96 3,504,688 4,000 dollars
Commen. of Australia 76 i 36 2,974,000 £1,000

of parliamentary government in
compares very favourably with
vnada, while the cost of parlia-

of O

that )
mentary government in Queensland compares

favourably with the cost in the
Drovines of Albelta

more than
Canadian

" Number of ! ‘~ Area,
— | Members | Population \ Square
| Assembly. ! | Miles
! _
Alberia . ‘

63 ‘ 255,285

%‘ho of administrs tlcn in Queensland is
ar o per,  although we have a greater
population and three times the arca.

In Brivish Columbia the total number of
members is  sixty-eight, comprising forty-
eight members of the uO“lS]&the Assembly,

six members in the Senatg and fourteen
members In the House of Commons of
Canada. Tho population is 591,600, and the

area 372,63) square miles. Queensland com-
parcs more than favourably with that pro-
vinee.

In Manit

oba there arc fifty-five membors
in the Assembly, six in the Senate, and
saventeen in the Canadian House of Com-
mouns, or a total of seventy-eight. The arca
is 251 000 square miles, and population
639,000.

In Quebec there are eighty-five members
in the Legislative Assembly and t- cntv four
in the Legislative Council, or a total of 109.
In addition, the province has twenty-four
senators and sixty-five members in the
Dominion House of Commons, making a
grand total of 198 parhamentmy represen-
fativ es. Tho population is 2,361,000, and the
area 15 594, 000 square miles, '1ak1noP the area
into cousideration, we also compare favour-
ably with that province of Canada.

Qumn aud has not too many members, as
will be rea 1~kd from the figures, which show
that the population here doubles itself evers
forty vears; vet the Government propose to
have fower members than they had thirty
years ago. Ilon. members on this side have
shown that the effect of this proposal will be
to reduce the representation of the people in
the far bask places of the State. The
people in the far northern, western, and
central portions of the State will not have
the renresentation, they arc entitled to. I
repest that the pesple in the cities will have
a greater representation than other centres
have. There are twelve out of twenty
metropalitan seats V:ith over the quota sug-

2

Wlh be an extra seat in the city area, s that,
instead of having twenty 1epr0mntat1vek,,
there may be twenty-one.

Taking next the United States of America,
in Alabama, with a population of 2,646,000,

&

snd an arca of 51,998 square miles, the
nunlb““ of members in the State Legislature

i» 188—106 in the House of Representatives
fnd 35 in the Senate. Its representation in
the National Congress is two senators and

ten representatives,

Avizons has seventy-six members, fifty-four
m the House of F “{eprﬂsentauvos and ninetesn
in the Senats, and three in the National

Congress. The arca is 113,810 square miles,
and the population 470,000,

In Arkansas the number of mombers is
144—35 in the State Senate, 100 in the House
of Representatives, with 9 members in the

National Congress. The arca is 53,335 square

miles, and the population 1,944,000.
Then take Brazil. The National Congress
consists of the Chamber of Deputies and the

Senate, The Chamber of Deputies comprises
212 members, and the Senate sixty-three
moembers, The area is 3,275,510 squarc miles,
and the population 40,272,650,

The figures I have given show that the
of government works out favourably to
he States of Australia, and especially the
ate of Queonsland, as compared with other
unttw< vet we have the Government using
smeni that they want to make this
country a paradise, and to do that they are

coing  to der their own particular
interests as members of this ‘House by
attacking scats at the present time held by
Labour. Lh(‘y realise that they have
broken cvery promise they made to the
pecpie of the State, and that there is no
+hanes of their geiting back upon the Trea-
sury benches if the election next year takes
place und the same conditions as those
which prevailed in 1929. To make their
return sure they have already tied the hands

of thousand: of Labour voters, and preve ented
them from exercising the franchise by

ing the cualificution laid down 1n the
Tlections Act and making it necessary for a

vofer fo reside in an electorate three months
hefore he can get his name on the woll.
Thet is going to help the Covernment Party
that is

to a very great degree; bui, since
not sufficient, they are now attempting to

throw dust in the eyes of the clectors and in
the cyes of members of this party by saying
that they are introducing this Bill on the
score of esonomy. In that they are not tell-
ing the truth, for it is well known to the
\\oph\ outside and to hon. members here
that their move is only a device to retain
ofiice, and that for that rcason also they
propose to restore the Upper House, and, as
an excunse for that extra expense, suggest a
reduction in the number of members in this

House, whizh means a reduction in the
number of Labour seats.
At 8.53 p.m.,

The CuarxaN resumed the chair.

Mr., O’Keefe.]
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Deceased Husband’s, Bic., Bill.

Question—*“ That  the  resolution  (Mr. NoES, 23.
Macgroarty’s motion) be agresd to’’—put; WMr, %ag’[gerd Mr. ;0{111{112;1
‘ i ivi S . edfor: o "Keefe
and the Committee divided: " Bow ¥ Pease
AYVES, 34, ,, Brassington ,. Pollock
- ,, DBruce s Smiti

Mr. Annand Mr. 1&9”' ,, Conroy Stopf%rd
, Barnes, G.P. Dr. Kerwin ,, Cooper 5 Wilson
,, Barnes, W. H. Hr. King .  Dash »  Winstanley

TR D, Tacgroa .. Hanson

. Rlackley ,» Macgroarty " Fynes Tellers :

,, Boyd ,»  Maxwell ., Jones, A. J. ., Toley
.,  Brand .. Morgan L, JJomes, Al ,»  Hanlon
,, DButler ,, Nimmo »  Kirwan
,, Daniel ,, Plunkett . Pairs.

,, Deacon ,, Russell, H. M. AYES. Noxs.

. Duffy ,, 'Tedman 3{r. Moore Mr. Wellington

' Torer Atherton Collins

,,  Duniop ,,  Tozer » oo ¢
| Bawards . Walker, H. F. Mre, Long‘man . Rulcock
" Py . Warren Resolved in the affirmative.

" ?;gns!one . Wienholt FrrsT RIADING.

1 -

v, Tellers The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.

,, w<amieson ellers: a1 - -
. Macgroarty, South Brisbane) presented the
Kelso ,, Costellio e Yy
” Kenny Russell, V. & Bill, and moved—
” ” ’ ““That the Bill be now read a first
NoEs, 3. time.”

Mr. Barber Mr. Mullan Question—“ That the Bill be now read a
., Bedford 5 O’Kuxte first time ” (Mr. Macgroarty’s motion)—put;
., Bruce ,» Dease and the House divided:—

., Conroy - Polleck Aves, 84

,, Cooper . Smith Mr. Annand Mr., Kerr

,, Dash ., Stopford ,» Barnes, G. P. DPr. Kerwin

, Toley . Wilson ,» Barnes, W. H. Mr. King

' N B ,. Blackley ,, Macgroarty

,, Hanlon 5 WWilistanity ., Boyd : ,»  Maxwell
.. Hamnson ., DBrand »  Morgan
,, Hynes Tellers : ,,  Dutler ,»  Nimmo
" L . Bow v Costelllo ,,  Plunkett

B ington » Danie ., Russell, W. A,
Y it ? rassingte »  Deacon ., Tedman
., Kirwan .. Duily .. Tozer
Pairs. ,,  Dunlop ,,  Walker, H. F.
AYES. NoEs. »  Fry ,»  Warren
Mr. Moore Mr. Wellington » %I_]'ims“ne ,» Wienholt
Salline > ERESS

5 {%thertsn ,, C )lxlm;, ” Jamieson Tellers *

Mrs. longman ,, Buleock ., Kelso . Edwards

Rexolved in the affirmative. »  Kenay . o Russell, H. M.

The House resumed. Mr. Darb Nogs, “\3j Al
4 = Mr. > M. Muiia

;113 Cuamiaw reported that the Com- r Bi(rlfs;d L O’Kegxfle

mittee had come to a resolution. .. Bow ,, Pease
.» Brassington s Polloct
ADCPTION OF RESOLUTION, ,, Bruce ,»  Smith
. I . . .. Conroy ,» Stopford
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Homn. N. F. ,» Cooper ,, Wilson
Macgroasty, South DBrisbanc): I beg to ,» Dash ., Winstanley
move— 'y Ilj‘ioley . .
“That the resolution be now agreed ” P;ﬁleon H:I}i?s,
> ,»»  Hynes ,, on
to by the House. . Jones, A. J. ,, Jones, A.
Question—“ That the resolution (3r. » Rirwan Parng
Macgroarty’s motion) be agreed to by the . RS N
House "—put; and the FHouse divided:— AYES. Nops.
) e : Mr. Moore Mr. Wellington
Ayes, 34, ,, Atherton ., Collings
Mre. Le a ,» Bulcock

Mr. Barnesg, G. P, Dr. Kerwin re L )ng'nnn . e o
., Barnes, W. IL Mr. King Resolved in .the aﬁﬁrmau‘ve.

., Blackley ., Macgroarty Second reading of the Bill made an Order
,, Boyd ,»  Maxwell ¢f the Day for to-morrow.

., Brand ,»» Morgan
. Butler »» Nimmo DECEASED HUSBAND’'S BROTHER
,, Costello ,»  Plunkett MARRIAGE BILL.

,,  Daniel . Ruszell, H. M. . }

., Deacon ,»  Russell, W. A, SecoND READING.

,, Duffy ,» Tedman The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
., Dunlop » Tozer STRUCTION (lon. R. M. King, Zogan)
,, Edwards ,»  Walker, IL [8.15]: I am rather anxious that this Bill,
., Fry .. Warren which is non-costentious, should be passed
,» Grimstone ,»  Wienholt as soon as possible.  As hon. members know,
. Hill a case has been before the court, and it
,»  Jamieson Tetlers : will receive further consideration at the
., Kenny ,» Annand sittings of the Full Court which commence
,, Kerr ., Kelso

next week, and I think it will be just as well
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to dispose of the matter and have it wiped
off the list of matters before the Full Court.
At the introductery stage I fully cxplained
the Bill,
give any further

The attention
sharply

explanation now.

of the public was very
drawn to this matter by XMr. Justice
Masross S.P.J., earlier in the year, and
1 would like to give a short quotation from
a rcport of the case which appeared in the
“ Dailr Mail ” of 28th March, 1931. This
report is headed—

“ Hr

Wox’t Ger 1T
Judge's Comments.
Suit for Nullity.
Existing Law Criticised.”
The report reads—
¢ Severe comment upon the existing
law in Queensland which pefmits a man,
after having lived for many years with
a woman with whom he has gone
through the recognised forms of mar-
riege, to come into court and claim that
the marringe was null and void, thus
making the children illegitimate. was
made by Ilis Honour Mr. Justice
Macrossan, S.P.J., in the Supreme
Court yesterday. "His Honour refused
to deal with the case until the Legisla-
ture had had an opportunity of deciding
whether or not the law should be
amended to meet such cases. With that
object in view he adjourned the matter
for six months.”
We decided to accept the invitation of
Hiz Ionour and deal with the matter by
legislation.
Mr, W. FomrgaN SMITH:
vnusual course for the judge to take.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: IIon. members will agree
that it is an exceptional matter.

Mr. W. Foreax Swmira: The principle of
your amsnding Bill is sound; yet it is an
extreme attitude to take.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I quite agree with the hon.
member, but it is a matter which requires
immediate action. The man in the case
referred to is married to a woman—the
widow of his deceased brother. It is a legal
marriage up to a certain point, but it is
voidable at any time during the life of the
parties. e marries this woman and lives
with her for thirty-six years. Te has four
children, whose ages range from thirty-five
to twenty-five; and now, if a decree of
nullity is granted, as His Honour says, he
wants to make those children illegitimate.

Mr. W. I'orcax Syaru: It would be an
outrage.

The SECRETARY

It was a most

FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Of course it would be an
outrage. I do not desire to delay the House,
and I formally move—
“That the Bill be now read a second
time.”

Mr. MULLAN (Flinders) [8.21]: This Bill
is introduced in connection with a man
who married his deceased brother’s widow,
and is (PY"ID]"an’[‘ny to the Deceased Wife's

Sister Marriage Act passed by this Parlia-
ment  in 1877, and that passed by the
Imperial Government in 1907. A similar

measure to this was passed in 1921 by the
Imperial Parliament. Marriages such as

[1 SeErTEMBER.]

and I do not think it necessary to .
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those are valid for civil purposes wuntil
they are challenged in  the court. A
former Chief Justice, Sir Pope Cooper, laid
1t down in a cave some years ago that the
ceurt could only grant an application for
nullity of marriage in a case of this
kind. The result, of course. is disastrous to
the children, who become illegitimate, and
fo the wife, who very often becomes home-
Css.

The case referred to by the Minister as
the particular vcason for this Bill is a very
sid one, It Is a casc that came before Mr
Justice Macroszan. The partics were married
tairty-six years ago. It was a shocking
case, shomng the mnecestity for the Bill,
11 e judge in that case refused to grant the

mhcatzon for nullity until the Governmont
dnd Parliament had had an opportunity of
amending the law. Though, perhaps, the
decision of the judge might be regarded as
pardonable under the cxceptional circum-
stances of the case, as no onc can have
sympathy with a man who acted like the
wian who was applying in this case for
nullity. I nevertheless think that a danger-
ous precedent has bcen made by His Honour
in practicallv appcaling to Parliament to
alter the law as it affects a case that is
sub judice before giving hiz judgment.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
dizagrec with him?

Mr. MULLAN: I am going to deal with
my ¢zse in my own way, regardless of the
interjection of the Attorney-General. The
roint I want to make s that this case is
sub judiw. ‘“ May,”” in this connection,
ays t page 271—

“ A matter, whilst under adjudication
by a court of taw, should not be brought
before the House by a motion or other-

ian 0P
wise,

Do you agree or
What is your argument ?

Yet we now have a special Bill dealing with
this matter. “ May” also says—
¢ Matters awaiting the ddjudication of
a court ¢f law should not be brought
forsward in debate,”

This case is sub judice. I am not asking
for a ruling from the chair, as I do not
want to take exception to legislating under
these circumstances; but I want to point
out the position the Government are in;
ard that they may find at a later stage that
they are confronted with similar difficulties.
The Bill undoubtedly deals with = matter
thot is sub judice, berause there is a speeial
clavse in it makineg the Act retrospective to
meet that particular case. In fact, there is
only one such case, so that it must be this
case, and there cannot be another once the
Bill has become an Act; thevefore, the Bill
deals specifically with that case.

The SECRETARY rOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
There may be any number of cases in which
marriages are voidable at present.

Mr. MULLAN: The point is that the case
with which this Bill deals is sub judice.
Will the Minister deny that?

The SecrETARY FOR Pusnic INSTRUCTION :
No.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What would you

do?

Mr, MULLAN : T shall tell the Attorney-
(‘I(‘ne ral what I would do when I am over
ther

The ATrORNEY-GENERAL:

. . What is the prin-
ciple involved?

Mr. Mullan.]
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Mr. MULLAN: A very important prin-
ciple is involved. The oath of office of a
judge is to this offect—

“1 will at all times and in all things
do equal justice to the poor and rich
and discharge the duties of my office
according to the laws and statute: of
the realm.”

Not according to public opinion or what
Parliament may do in the future, but acrord-
ing to the law a+ it stands! If T were In
the position of the judge in this case, I
probably would do just as the judge has
done,

The SerrrTARY FOR PUBLT™ INSTRUCTION :
Do you want me to withdraw the Bill?

Mr. '\/IULLA : The hon. gentleman can
do what he likes; I am centitled to my
opinion. A very important principle of par-
liamentary '\nJ judicial  procedure s
involved, and the Bill itself is a very
1mp01tam one. Here is a point that may
have some interest for the Attorney-General.
When I go to a solicitor in future for legal
advice, he will say. “ At the moment the
law is so and so, but, of course, when rou
take the casc to court, the ]udge may think
that publis opinion is against the law and
postpone the case until Parliament alters
it.”

Mr. Bepromrp: They altered it in the
Mungana case.

Mr. MULLAN: As my friend interjects,
that was done in another way in the Mun-
gana caze by the amendment of the Crown
Remedies Act, The law as it stands is one
thing and public opinion is another thing;
and it is a question whether the courts
should be governed by public opinion or by
the law. Takc a case of sedition. The
Criminal Code may provide for certain
things. A man may be quite within the law
when he does a certain act. A judge mav
say, “ Public opinion will not stand for this
sort of thing, although it is actually the
law. 1 will adjourn this caze of sedition to
see what Parliament has to say about i’
Parliament might do as it is doing to-night—
alter the law to make an act of innocence
vesterday an act of sedition to-morrow. I
am. however, in favour of the principle of
the Bill. and I give it my blessing.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) [9.29]: I agree
with the principle of the Bill in that it nro-
poses to right what is a monstrous wrong.
Tt is =lmost uabelievable thas there car ho
any man so mean that, after having had
association with o lady for all these years.
and having vaised a family, at the last
moment he seeks to escape his obligations.
I do not believe that there are any illegiti-
mate children except sick children, just as I
do not believe that there are really any
illicit marriages except unhappy marriage:.
The Attorney- General interjects that this is
a Bill to prevent wn alleged man from bes-
tardising his children. I object to the words.
T the world had a few morve basards like
Erasmus and Leonardo da Vinei, the world
would be much happier than if there were
a few more millions of loveless marriages
conceived as Shakespeare said—

“ Gotten between cold sheets;
Got between sleep and wake.”

The House adjourned at 9.30 p.m.
[Mr. Myllan.





