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554 Tolls on RrlCld, Etc., Bill. [ASSE:\iRLY.] 

TUESDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER, 1931. 

;\Ir. SPEAKER (Hon. C. Taylor, W :ndsor) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

HEGGLATIO:-; OF SUGAR CANE PRICES 
ACTS A:\IEKDMEJ'~T BILL. 

AssENT. 

l\Ir. SPE 1 KER announced the receipt of a 
1nessage frorn IIis Excellency the Governor. 
con' eying 1-li.s Excellenc) · s a~·;;ent to this 
Bill. 

QUESTIO:\S. 

CosT OF Hu;.;xrxG I'c)IPr:;;G STATIO:;< AT 
NORTH BUKDABERG. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) asked the 
Secretary for Railways--

" 1. 'What are the comparative coscs 
of running the pumping station at Korth 
Bundaborg since the installation of elec· 
trioal pow·cr, as compared with the cost.; 
of proYlous steam plant? 

"2. Is it true that fH, priYat" el0ctrir 
light, rompa~t~v i-; r')aklng L~tncl;','tn' 
profit from the revenue ro·-eived for 
power supplied, while the employee in 
c)1ar~e of the plant is being rationed 
111 h1s worlong hours?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey l'.lorgan, JJI urilla) replied-

" 1. and 2. The cost is practically the 
same in each rase, viz., Bel. pc·r "'1, 000 
gallons, provided no overtin1e is jncurrccl 
in operating tho sieam pump. The clec· 
trio pump is being used to supply tlw 
>Yholo of the requirements for North 
Bundabcrg depot at pres"Jnt. The ser­
vices of the pumper, therefore, are not 
r<>quired, and he is employed '" a 
labourer, pooling work with others. It. 
would involve payment of overtime to 
obtain the whole of the water supply bv 
steam pump. I have no knowledge of 
the el0ctric light company's profit anrl 
loss account." 
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fi\LAR!ES PAID TO OFFICIALS, MARYBOROUGH 
LOLO)JOT!VE DEPART>IENT, 1924-25 AND 
19~0-31. 

Mr. BARBER (IJundabcrg} asked the 
-Secretary for Hailway,-

,, 1. \\'hat was the amount. paid to 
the following officials of the Mary· 
borough Locon1otive Department-yiz., 
locmnotive foreman. as~istant locomotive 
forc-n1an, and locomotive inspector, for 
the• financial year 1924-25 :-(a} Salaries 
of each officer, respectively; (b) regula­
r ion allowancee. and other incidental 
P.·:pe 1sc•. to each officer, respectively? 

·· 2. \Vhat \\as the amount paid to the 
1oc0lnotive foreman, assistant locomotive 
forcm~n. and locomotive inspector for 
the financial year 1931J-31 :-(u) Salaries 
of each officer, respectively; (b) regula­
tion allowances, and other incidental 
C'XJH'nscs to each offi.ccr. respectively?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfr<•y :\1organ, Jiurilla) replied-

.. 1 and 2-

Allowan, 'S 
Snlary. and 1

1 
ToLJ. 

Exrhn.,_.;;, 

£ £ £ 
1924-1923. 

Loeomotin• Fon•rmn1 402 59 461 
Assistant I~o::.·mnotive ~14 Nil 374 

Forr·man 
Locomotive Insvu·tor '1 365 59 42-t 

1930-1931. 

Locomotiw Furcman I 421 I Nil 421 
Assistant Lolomotive 413 

I 
Nil 413 

:Forrnwn 
Locmnotive Inbpedor 358 62 420 

I 

Duri'J;:" <h:c :·e:tr 1930-31 the position of 
locon1otlve fon~n1an was hold, at dif­
fc,·cnt timcc., Lv two officers ~tnd a reliev­
ing officer, ~~~hilst that of locornotive 
inspector was hdd, at different times, by 
t\vo offtcers. There \Vas, ho\Yevcr, no 
officrr occupying the position of loco­
n1otive inspector for orw month during 
1930-31. 

::\lAREEBA TOBACCO-GROWERS. 

Mr. O'KEEFE (Cairns) asked the Pro-
D1l('f-

l. \Yiil he kindlv inform me if the 
tobaccc;-growers of u~Iareeba have yet 
received payment' for the crop manu­
factured last month? 

"2. \Yhat is the namo ':lf the tobacco 
comn<:tny who arc handling the crop for 
}lart._~Cba gro-wers? 

" 3. The name of the bankers of the 
said co:tnpany ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC I:\'­
STRCCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan). 
for the PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
A u!Jiun y), replied-

,, 1 to 3. The Government has no 
official information on this matter, but 
the con1pany concerned has courtcou3ly 
supplied the following answers t.o · the 
honJurablc member's questions:-

(1) Yes. 
(2} The Kational Tobacco Company, 

Limited. 
(3} Tl_w. Na~\onal Bank of Austral­

asia, I..~rmited. 

l'w:.rExTA TO \YHlTE A:>rD HANCO K FOR AssrsT­
A:>ri •· TO :'.I rNGANA C01li\IISSION. 

:'.h. l'E.\SE (Herbcrt) asked the Pre· 

'· 1. 'Shat \;as (a) the amount of fees, 
{"l I tru ,-oiling and other expenses, paid by 

Government, either to the firn1 of 
\rhite and H 'l.ncock, public accountants, 
or to ).fr. R. C. J:Iancock, accountant. 
v. ho ,,·as cngag('d by the Government to 
as-.::;t 1!1 the .3.lungana Roy.al Cornnl!-3-
sion ·: 

"2. Is it 11ot a f::tct t'1 et the said Mr. 
R. C. I-Iancock oc·~upics the position of 
trcasurOr vn the executive of the Conntrv 
.:u:rl Progressive N utional Party?" ~ 

The SECJcE'_~_'), R'L" FOR Pl.:'BLIC I:\'­
:--~TR·ccrrro~- (1lon. R. J\L E:.ing, Logan). 
fur rh•) PHJDIIER (iJon. A. E. J\Ioorc, 
Au1Jiun.;/), rPplied- . 

'· 1. (a) ::\.Iessrs. White and I-Iancock 
wr re paid the followir,g amonnts for pro­
fcs.;:;ional serYic->,, :-

Prin;ipaJ~ first-de, ~s clerk, 
and other clerks 

_(1;) Travelling expenses 

£ s. d. 

5G8 3 0 
8 0 0 

£596 3 0 
" 2. The honourable member ehould 

inf}uirc fron1 the afsociation concerned." 

Por.uoEs Co~nEsrxED AT Ro:<.L\ STREET 
MARKETS. 

::\[r. :1L\IIER (liosewood) asked the Scc­
l'C'tar: for .. Agriculture-

'· l. \Yh. t quantity of potatoes were 
co:Jdemned by the Government inspec'_or 
at the Roma street markets for the 
twch·,, months ended 30th Jl!ne, 1931? 

"2. \Vhat become' of condemned pota-
toes? 

'· 3. \Yill he agree to rctur,l con· 
Je1nnc-d, potators to growers . ,~·ho ,,are 
preparecr to pay tho return fre1gnt? 

The t:\ECRET.-\RY FOR AGRICLJLTFRE 
(Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora) replied-

'· 1. 4.816 bags. 
'· 2. If the infestation is not excessive 

they are picked over, the sound tubers 
being· rcbagf','ed and 'returned to tho 
agents. Dunng the year 1930-1931, 3,146 
bUgs of sound tubers vvere returned to 
the agents: 266 bags of slightly 
blemished potatoes wore allowed to bP 
sold for inl!11ediate consumption, and 
1.40.'1 bago were supplied to approYod pig­
geries to he boiled and fed to pigs. 

"3. It i;; not considered advisable that 
condemned lines be rPturned to the 
senders; pr0yious action in this _direction 
was found to be most unsat1sfactory. 
One of the principal objects of the 
Diseases in Plants Acts is to prevent the 
disscn1ination of pests and disca,ses, and 
to r llow the return of diseased potatoes 
would have the opposite effect." 

Ji:LE'.'TOR.\TE )IAJORITIES FOR RETENTION OF 
LEGISL\TIVE Cm:xciL. 

:\Ir. ::\IAHER (Rosewood) aske-d tho Pre­
rnier-

" Out of seventy-two electorates in tho 
State, how many gave a majority in 
favour of the retentwn of the Upper 
Ho !ISO when the referendum was taken?" 
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The SECRETARY FOR 
STRCCTlOl\' (Hon. R. J\I. 
for the PRE1'11IER (Hon. 
Aubigny), re!Jlied-

Again·t 
For 

:\lajority against 

P"CBLIC IX­
I~ii g, Lor;a n). 
A. E. ll!oore, 

"Total. 
60 179.1C5 
12 116.196 

62.909" 

~"Ir. .]. JO::'\ES (Pwldinrtt01 1 ) a kld the 
S _ ,Tl t-.ar,v for ~lines--

" 1. \rhat is the datD c~: ~ \Yhi(·h the 
:\Iungana lea'-"~, including thr> Girofla. 
and Ladv J a ne rnine ,, becan1c autn­
m,.rically 'forfeited und,· r 'The :\larE>eLa 
to Chillagoo RaihYay Ac; of 1897 · ·: 

·' 2. Wh.ct is the date en YYhich appli­
c.atfon wfis. n1ade for ": lca~e of the area 
Plnbracing the Girofla a:.~.·d Lady T a ne 
mines .after they yyer0 forfeited under 
' The :i\farceba to Chillagoe Raih. :;:· Act 
of 1897 · 'I 

.. 3. Is it not a fact that 
\YCre lwld under clairn 
the date of forfeiture and 
lca:-3e appliultion? 

" 4. By whom were they 

th(':;;c 1ninc" 
between 
dJtC' of 

held? 

.. 5. \Y.a·~ there not lcglslatiYe rf~strir­
tion und<'r tho Chilla¥oe Act hich pre­
eludC'd at the time of the forfeiture of 
the leases the GoYernment ·working nlctal­
liferous 111iUf'S in the Chillagoe district 
other than the Einaslcigh 1nino? ·· 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. X. F. 
~Iacgroal'ty, South lJri.~·banc). fc~.._· the 
6ECRET.\Jl.Y FOR :VIIXES (Hon. E. A. 
"\thorton, Chillogoc), replied-

" 1 to 5. The inforn1ation 12 being 
obtained." 

DrnDEKDS AKD RoYALTIES PAID B:: :c\:lor'OT 
J\1oRGAK Co:cPAKY. 

:'IIr. A. J. JOKES (l'addit1gtonj "'keel the 
Secretary for Mines-

" 1. ·c nder which Act was the farnous 
)daunt l\lorgan 1n1n0 conYcrtecl fron1 
freehold to lea c.ehold tenure" 

"2. \¥hat Ad1ninistrat~on v;a~ 111 

po,Yer? 

"3. What is the total amount paid i,1 
diYidcnds by the ::Yiount M organ Cnn­
pany and the annual dividend paid from 
the inception of the mine to the ear 
1909 '? 

.. 4. \Yhat is the amcu of rovaltv on 
gold won paid to the }-lints Dcr;artt~ncnt 
by the :\Iount 1\Iorgan Com]·any from 
its inception to tho date of convcrs)ou 
fr:.m frc;•.'hold to leasehold tenure'? 

"5. What is the amount of ro:valtv 
paid in the year prior to the date of 
conversion from freehold to lcaS"'hold 
tenure·~ 

"6. Is it not a fact that 1 pPr cent. 
royalty YYas p-~id on all gold wen prior 
to the date of conversion under an Act 
of Parliament, and that the said con­
Yersion from freehold to leasehold 
tenure relieved the company from pciy­
ment to i'he Crown of a large sum of 
money b:· way of royalty at a time when 
the mine was dividend~paying? " 

The ATTOR"'EY-GE~ERAL (Hon. :'\. F. 
:=viacr.;r~;.nty. South !Jri.•dJrtne). for the 
SECRETARY FOR J\II:K'ES (Hon. E. A. 
Atherton, r'hillagoc), l'eplied-

" 1 to 6. rrhe information lS being 
obtained." 

StTPERA~XUATED CLASSIFIED E:\IPLOYEES IN 
CLERICAL DIVISION, R.ULWAY DEPART}!EKT. 

:vir. HA ~LO:"i' (It!wca) asked the Secre­
tarY for l~::oihvavs-

. '' 1. \Yhat. is the number of classified 
employees in the clerical di,-ision retired 
under , upcrannut, tion? 

'( 2. How n1anv of the vacahd classi~­
ficU po.,ition.:; -wCrc abolished? 

" 3. I-I ow n1anv of the vacated classi­
fied positions w8-rc reduced in classifica­
tion? 

,, 4. rro,r man:v ether cla;:sified posi­
tions were aboli"hcd in comequ~nce of 
promotion of employees to classified 
110'Sitions rendered yac:1nt nnder super­
<Jnnu-lf;on_? 

" 5. Does he consider he is carrying 
out the spirit of his circular to employees 
when he put the sujwrannuation 3chcme 
to thcrr1 ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Mor¥an, "~Iuri!la) replied-

" 1. Twelve claosiGcd clerical c>m-
ployf'es. 

"2. Three 
"3. rrwo. 
,, 4 Elenon. 
"5. Yes." 

FEE~ PAID TO CROWN C'OUKSEL I:-. :YlF:-.GANA 
TRIAL. 

:Jil'r. DASH (JJ undingburn) asked the 
Attornev-General-

" 1. \\'hat was the fc~:; agreed on brief 
between the solicitor.J acting fn the 
Cro~,vn and the Attorncv~GE nc<'al in the 
casE n the CroYYn ·. Re{d, G0-ldard, and 
others' 

"2. \Yhat wes the f<'e agreecl on per 
day in respect to t.he Attornc. --General in 
the case referred to in (1)? 

"3. \Vhat was the fee agreed on brief 
between the solicitors acting for the 
Urown and ::VIr. A. D. :'.1cGil\ in the 
same case as referred to in (1) ? 

" 4. \Vhat \Yas the fee a~, Prd on brief 
per day in re-;pect to Mr. ::VIcGill in the 
case referred to in (1)? " 

Th- ATTOR-:\"EY-GEKER\L (Hon. N. 1<'. 
:\Ia('groarty, S01.1th Brisbane) lC~llicd-

"1. to 4. The fees ha v not been agreed 
on as ?Ct." 

STOCKS OK HA:-.0 OF RAILS AKTl SLEEPERS, 
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT. 

C\Ir. G. P. B.\R~ES (1Varwick) asked the 
Secretary .for Railways-

" 1. ',Yhat surplus mileage length of 
new rails has the Commissioner in the 
Southern Railwa v District on hand at 
the present time? 

"2. What number of sleepers have the 
department on hand in Southern Queens­
land, and what length of liuc would same 
construct ? , ' 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, MuTilla) replied-

" 1. Nil. Stocks on hand are required 
for fmancial vcar 1931-1932, for mainten­
au.cc an(l rcgrading purposes. 

" 2. On!: sufficient skepm·s are beint; 
cut to rncct maintenanre requiren1en 1 s 
and miscellaneous \\ orks for the year 
1931-1932." . 

:Sn_., S2'ED GP..\XT TO ?\Imw TnoPIL\L FBI:lT 
Co>IPANY, TowNSVILLE. 

Mr. BRTJCE (Kcnnedy) asked the Pre­
mier-

" In vio'v of the policy expres •. cd by 
him dLrring the election campaign at 
Town•ville of assisting industry, will he 
give favourable consideration to the 
granting of assistance to the 1lono 
Tropical Fruit Company, to the extent 
of £5.000, \\·hich >··ill be adcq,wtc, tu 
cnablu them to fulfil the orders they 
havo in hand, and thus considerably and 
irnL1ediatel:,· add greatly to omploymem 
in the :i' orth of Queensland." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX­
STRDCTION (Hon. R M. King, T-orJan), 
for the PUEJYIIER (Hon. A. E. ::\1oorc, 
.lu'Jirtn}). replied--

" La et year this company applied for 
rrssisLncc under " The Industrieo Assist­
ance Act of 1929," but !he board for 
Yari ens rcLL:iOil s could not reconnncnd the 
Goyernmcnt to n1ake the desired 
ach·anc·c. In J uno last I was given to 
nwlPrs' a ne! that further •representations 
would be made. but so far I have not 
been pproachcd. Any application the 
co~npan~, n1ay· 1na\e \vill rcLcivE::- careful 
consideration." 

co~-T TO GoVERX}!EXT OF BANKRUPTCY 
Es.\)IIXATIOK oF FnEDERICK REm. 

Mr. O'KEEFE (Cairns) asked the Prc­
rnier~ 

" l. \Yha t was the total cost incurred 
by the Go,-crnmcnt in connection with 
the public .•xamination held in October, 
1929, of Frederick Reid. insolvent c"tatc? 

"2. (a) To 'vhom \Vere frcs, expf 1.1:-)CS, 
etc .. p::tid, and "hat ','·ere the respective 
amounts of same; (b) wh -,.t arc the full 
details of the total cost· incurred bv 
the GoYernment in this case; :md (~) 
what department or departments defrayed 
the san:e? 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR 
STHL:CTIO::-i (Hon. R. M. 
for the PRE;\IIIER (Hon. 
Aubi[J''''), replirc!-

" 1. £35S 19s. Id. 
"2. ('1) and (b)-

;;-;tah' R0porting- Bureau 
~.Ir. A. D. 2\lcGill 

PUBLIC I:';'­
King-, Logan), 
\. E. :\1oore, 

£ s. rl. 
7 4 0 

57 15 0 
Taxi_:_Lg Officer, na:nkruptcy 

f'\,tut ... 
:\IPssr· Fitzgcralrl and \Valsh. 

including witnc -sr, and 
otl1cr Pxprnse and iih i­
denhl co,ts 

Public Curator 

3 19 0 

2l7 6 
2 15 

£358 19 

0 

(c) Cosh were allocah'd pro r ta 
in proportion to the rcspcctiYe claims of 
-J·hc dc.._Jartmcnts concerned." 

PAPER. 

following paper was !aiel on the 

Proclam.:tion dated 21st August, 1931. 
under ':The Abattoirs Agreen1ent 
Eatif1cation and Meat Industry Act 
of 1930." 

ELECTOR_\L DIS'l'UICTS HILL. 

I~ITL\Trox 1~ Co:...IMITTEE. 

(.'lr. Ro!;~rtJ, Er_Lst 1'o01!'00m~ 1, in the c!tair.! 

Ti1c ATTUR.t\EY-GE:\EHAL (Hon. N. F. 
-,!ac~-roarty . .'-ioFth llrisbnnc) [2.45]: I beg 
to IHOV('-

.. That it is desirable that a Bill lw 
introdurcd to provide for the reduction 
of il1D number of members of the Legis­
lative .-hsNnbh·, and of the number of 
olr:ctoral distri~r+:-; to sixty-two; for t 1

1•J 

Jis~ribu~ion of electoral districts. .and 
to make prm·i ·ion for the better ·r. pre­
.cntation of the r··,ople of Queewland in 
PE~rli;_LrnenL" 

The Bill is introduced to bring about an 
equitable l'edistribution of electorates and 
cau3e a saYing by reducing the nun1bAr of 
olecloral district'\ from se>cnty-two to sixty­
two. The present A< :s of 1910 and 1922 
will be repealed except for the purpose 
of f-jJJin; an. yacancy that rr1a;,T occur in thP 
prc,;;c:lt ParlianH'nt before it is di:,c::oh·cd. 

The Bill will dccl:lre that the number of 
n10ntlwr;;; i11 the L0gi.'-'lativc As~en1blT- v~:ill 
lJ,_. sixt-:-two and tho nunlb'""'r of clbJoral 
d>trirtS Yvill hi? .::-ixtv-tv\-o. 'Ihrco con1lnis­
,·ioners will b:e appointed, on<> to be the 
'haln .. ,an, and it will be their dutv to divide 
1hP ~"' >~tc in'co ,;ixtv-two elector?:] districts. 
The quota 1.Vill be ~af-:c:crtaincd by dividing 
t;,, Et't enrollnent as n1 30th June, 19~L by 

two ancl that quotient shall be the 
1hat nnmbcr 'vill be a~cPrt ,in"d in 

·" with the figures supplied b:. the· 
prineinEd electoral officer; and, \Yh"n 11ub­
li ht.'C( in the .. Uazrttc," it will be collclu­
,,,..,, evidence a'· to the number of electors 
en the roll. I Endcr,;tnnd the answer f;ivcn 
to a quf':;;t:on the othPr day is a correct 
record of the number of electors on the roll 
"' ot 30th ,Tunc, 1931. The commi"ioncrs, 
in n1nking· their lTdistribution, vYi1l haY0 
H ard to the con1munitY or divcrs1tv of 
interest", rnran~ of .comn{"unication, ph):sieal 
ft ature-3, and th:? area of a pro110~ed cli~trjct 
11ot conlpri . ..;ing- any part of a cit~7 or to"<..':n. 
Th0 conunls,ioncrs. as undrr the old .... 1\ci:. 
·rill he ompO\YCi'( ,-] to fix the nuwbcr of 
'lodo•·s at one~ fifth more or one-fifth le-, 
than the frnota in 8!1Y given f'lcctoratc. 

i: a new feature about thi.; BilL 
that is in rf'gard to .a. rn·or1o.- -d di-.trict 

hall" con;n:·i,, cl of a cit · or :.hall· com­
l\l'i;:=-d of p~trt of ~~ city. "rn that ca~e the 
mnnbc1· of c~rctors ,hall not he Jc. ·S th~n 
t h' quota. .-\loo, -,,·here within tho !Jonn~ 
d~ ric~ of n district there is includccl a cjt.y 
nr part of a cit:.-. the numb.,. shall not be 
k5;;; than 7,00J. Th~ total numbf'r of f'h~;n:,~ 
c' Le roll at ZJth .June. 1931, "~" ;97, .. >"6. 
The qnota \Vlll bo 8.029. The maxim~l.m~one­
fiftl, <1bove that-,.·ill be 9.'i34, and the 
minimum-one-fifth below the quota-will be 
6,424. Jn addition to that. under the Local 
Authorities Art, outside Brisbanfl there arc 
ten C'~tic:::,-nan1ely, Too\voomba, Townsville, 
Cr utcrs Tower', Gympie, J\1aryborough, 

Hon. N. F. JJ;Jacgroarty.} 
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Bnndaberg, Rockhan1pton) Ipswil:J. :-IacL:ay, 
E!1d Cairn~. 

l\Ir. \'.". FoRGAN S~!ITll: \Yhnt v. ill their 
quota l:e' 

The ATTOR:mY-GENERAL: H i, not 
exactly known what their quota will l!c. but 
it is iikclv to be a minirllUlll of 7.000. l 
am not Speaking authoritatiYcly-that is 
entircl \ a rnatier for the corn:lii~sion-but. 
a-; far· as I can n1akc out, the :..,·_·ats I ha Ye 
just r~an1cd-I am only assun1ing, a~ I do 
Lot lnE)W what the con1n1ission will do­
rnay be con1pri:ed of tho citi~._s and cli:-;tri~·h 
outside th• m. 

Mr. \V. FoRGAN SMITH: \Yho ac·e to be rhe 
cornmiRsion? 

The ATTOR;\JEY-GEKT:RAL: \V'' ha Ye 
not appointed the counni~sioners; that, will be 
done ill clue cour•·e. It i.i likely that, on 
\lccount of these cities I ha.Ye ~ ·rnention"d 
cmnprising areas outside the city boun(L:~rif' ··, 
their rninin11nn cnrolnlcllt vrill po~"ib1y be 
7,0:JO. 

I would like to mention that the ,.,_·hole of 
the Bri'>banc electorates \Yill ha vc <-~ rnini·· 
mum of the quota under this Bill, Yi;c., 8.029. 
On tho pre2ent-clay ftgurc' there are eight 
Brj:~:Janc scn.i:J under the IL':W quota. Those 
scat', are Brisbane, Duranda. li'ol'titude 
\Talley, I(urillla~ ~\farce, :;\~Icrthyr, Padding~ 
ton, r:.nd South Brisb 'llC. The othc'r t\YPhTl~ 
:-oats in the 1netropolitan area are abo\ e the 
ouota. I haYC roughhT calculated the~ 
f·1gnrcf5 rr1v-·.clf and cann.ot Youc\ for their 
accnr<L:-·y~ V ulthongh I thiHk tht•y an fa!rl, 
a•·curatc. J n th<..: countrv there ar{"~ t~T er..tv 
s~ Lt~ bdo· the minimuvn1, ka..-.:ing out. o'f 
con:,idcratio~l th~ ten cit\ ~ats thRt I haYe 
m•·ntioncd. " 

On or Lc·forl' 1st Dc:c·_Inbet·. or at su_h 
other elate a·, rnay be prescribed. 1:~ c ~tsc 
th0y ftrC not quito ready at that PL'riOct­

;dthough \; e hope thoy will !Lr--:lk <O!ll· 
hli· ... io11crs c;hall cause to be cxpo::::.c·d in the 
court house" and principal pol ic·.~ .:-httions 
lhrou~hout the State a 1nap cL111H'ttr·u~ the 
boundaries of the propo;;:cd districts a1;d 
contigaJus cli~tricts and the ap 1Jl'Oxinlato 
number of electors. Objcdiolls may c1e 
lodged within a month from >uch oxposi-

. tion; and the objections r hall be cmo· 
sidercd by the commi sion h 'ore making 
a final dcci~_,ion. On or bP:d.L·~ l. t. l'"'eLl'uary, 
1932. or ut anv other 1 ;_·cscribcd date that 
ma"'. be neccssarv, the c,aunission shall n1akn 
a r"cport setting. forth the quota of electors. 
the names of each eL Dtoral district. the 
boundaries of each clu·toral district; the 
appro;{illlab:~ nutnlY'l' of· rkct0r:::. 1 h12r('1n. 
and shall also furnish signed maps showing 
the names alld boundaries of the electorates. 
1.he UoYeTnor i11 Cou""'C'il shall thereupon 
proclairn tho nanH:S a:r::J the boulldarie~i in 
the " GoYernment Gazette." After the Com­
n~i~~ion0rs ln·jng in thc,ir r0port~ dlH provi· 
P1("m \'>'ill be n1adc for the :1. of tho 
ro11 , in compliance with ions Act. 
If by any ch~,ncc a b:v-elc~L;on r.houJd occul' 
before the end of the pr~ sent Pallian1cnt. 
it '\vill be held on the o1d bouncL riP~ .. no 
matter in \Yhat district it may occur. ~ 

Then there is a final provision givin~ the 
Governor in Council po\YCr to :tnakc any 
readjustment. 

~1r. BED"OIW: You had better not let too 
n1anY over there dio before thls comes in, 
bcca"i.!so there >vill be a new Hou·e. 

[Hon. JY. P. llfacgroarty. 

The ATTORKEY-GENEHAL: The 
remark of the hon. member for \Yan·cgo 
compels me to state that his is one of the 
unfortunate seats in \Yhich the cnroltnent 
is Lclow the minimum. It is also pro,-ided 
that the G OYcrnor in Council rna~ at any 
ti1nc readjust the boundarie~ or have a C:Oln­
plcte rPdistribution \Yhen such is required. 

I think that the information I ha Ye given 
is all that is required at this stage. 

Yrr. W. FORGAN s;ynTH (JiacL!;) [2.55]: 
Thi:; Bill is one of considerable inlportane('. 
It deals with tho number of members to be 
elect d to this Parliam0nt, and sets out the 
tenns and C'onditio1n under whi-eh t.hl:ir elu> 
tion shall be made. It purports to reduc" 
the numbPr of members of Pnrliar .. eHt b,, 
t('n for the purpose of effecting somt fonlt 
cf cconorny. These are days of cconon1~v, 
and whcrp econotnv can be effected then it is. 

orth ,,-hi le taking the opportunity: bnt I 
submit that it is not a desire for 0ffc..:ting 
economy that has induced the Governnwnt 
ro introduce this Bill. The r<:nl facts are 
known-that the Gm·ernment, ha,-in· made 
preliminary surveys of all the electorct! dis­
tricts of the Strtte. haYo cliscoyercd that by 
rw other means that thcv can devise can 
thoy so adjust tho~e elcctO"ratt'S a to ~,-,cure 
rhe rct.nrn to this liou::::.e of a n1ajcrity to 
su,1port them. Therefore. ilL'Y han• de1·icecl 
this nwthod, under which, ln~ rcducircP," the 
nn~1ber of lllPlnbers bv ten. t1w..- can ~o rnani­
nu1ate the bonnclari( 3 of elc ',toratcs n~ to 
b c;1 thcmsclvc". in power: so that the Bill 
could lH' antly dcsC"ribl'd ns a '· GoYl\l'll­

ment Electoral Insurance Bill," so 
fnr as legislation can contrjyc it. 
are to -be loaded in thPir favour. 
; he n1ain and undou1)1 0d obicct 
Govcrnn1ent hayc in n1lnd. I 
h ,ye hrrd a eompl0t0 HH" ... IC'Y of th, 
toral districts in the Stato. 

The ATTORXEY-GEl\'EP..\L: r1'hat 18 not tnrP. 

:\fr. W. FOH.GA'-J S:\liTH: The:- havo dis­
covered that no othPr rncar<; of l'lanipnla­
lic·J thcv can think of -.;iJl <nable them so to 
recomtru.rt the elector"! boundarie·• ~' to be 
in their fa your; and, a::; a con~rquPncc, they 
lH'Opose to rcdncf' tl1e nurnb.er of nlcrn_b~Ts of 
thi.; House by ten and fix '.t-; quotas m snch 
n, waY as to further thc]r obj"Cct in thf' dircc~ 
t 'on 'r ha ye indicatc·cl. 

One rnnst view t.hls QUP';tion fron1 
po~nt of yjrw of its gc:H~~ral. 0ffc~t on . 
people of Queensland. I thmk rt was 1_n 
18~6 that th0 num1;f'r of rncrubers of thB 
I-Iouse 'Yas fixed nt SC'Yent.'·-hYo. It "\Yas 
pointed out then in justification of the Bill 
,,-hirh increased the number of 1r.cmbns of 
the LcgislatiYe Assembly that. with the 
growth of population, and having regard to 
the varictv of natural resources of this State. 
an incrC'a~d of the nninbor of lllClllbcr.s of 
this 1-\ssen1biv was nr>£S3ary in orde1· to give 
adequate rf'Prcst~ntation to industries and to 
all sections of the co•mnunity. It wr.s felt 
that, \\'here popn1ation Y .. t"' congregated in 
the capital rit:--, for example. the people had 
nnic1

:: and casv access to tl1<:> GoYcnnn[_nt of 
t'hc do.v, hut that rwoplc in the remote por­
tions of the State.· who were p1onc~edng and 
dc"".-cloping its 'l"C'~Qurce<;;, l1 d net the ~an1c 
opportunity. Tho numJ:>t r of mcrnhers_ we1s 
ao.;orclingl~-:- incrP'l~Pd. \nth a YIC\V to. gnn:1g 

acL=-qnatn rcnresf'ntatJon to all porLons of 
the Stnto, ;o that their claims mi.rrht be 
brouo·ht before the Government and Parlia­
ment and their interests properly safe­
guarded. 
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The nun1b0r of scat.:; \Ya'3 fixed at seventy­
two \vhcn the population was loss than 
on< -half what it is to-day; so that my con­
kntion that the Bill is dcviocd to load the 
dice in thn intorc5ts of the Government and 
not in the intcrccts of the country JS true. 

A further important point muct be mcn­
Loncd. During the p~st liYe!lty ycau the 
rc:sponQibility of Patliar_r~c11t. has incrca~0d 
<•normou·lv and the ram!l1Cahons of guvorn­
HH'nt haY8 extended j11 every dircctiou. As 
a consoou0nce. the problems to be dealt v: ith 
by P,:.riianlPnt. arc nov· greater, n1ore coin­
picx, 3nd of more import:;tncc to the people 
generally. ~\t OLC tnne, rf the Goverr,mont 
introduced an amendment of the land laws, 
the Budget, and pass.•d the Estin;atc·, t.hat 
< eu1d b(• rct~-ardcd as the work of tnc session. 
At that time the people did not regard some 
of the tl1ings now dealt with legislatively 
as being- \Yithin the sph' ro of legislation. 
Even the hurried survey such as I an1 
rnakinrr r.ow demonstrate.; bo~vond a shado\Y 
of a rlouht that the activities of a Parlia­
lllcnt have incTcascd, and its r~sponsibilitic' 
h.wo breomc greater, a-. has the number of 
"'bir·ts to be dcztlt y,ith by th_,t tribunal. 
Th~t is one cf t]•p reasons \Yhy a rrduction 
in, th:; nnrnhrr of the Inerllbcrs of Parlime11t 
hould not be made-. 

\Vr-, n1u~t also rcnlis~ that the whole pril1-
ciplc of re;:rc3cntati:c govcrnn1cnt is in­
volved ]n a Di!l of tlJ!S nature. Pt•ople ·who 
do not look beneath tho -m·faec of things­
and inc1u(1r:d rnnong them arc many leader 
\Yritcrs on Torv new.spapers-argue that 

Parliament fewer in number can ado­
'' LJatelv do the work that i now being dorw. 
I;~ron1 a F-urwrflci~l point of view it n1ight 
he ar"'ucd that a Parliamc1t compo>c-d of 
t1.Yelvcb 1nen <'Ould legislate and clo all that 
w- R ncccssarv in the intcrC'I;.'ts of the goyorn· 
mrnt of a rountrv. Perhaps the Treasurer 
wiJScribcs to that, view. Particularly does 
he think that when he ;, baited in hi; 
part'";' meetings by so1ne of his rcc , I~~itrant 
sub:wdinatPs. The )Hinriple of Parhame 1t 
i·• ha~ccl Ol! thn fact thn.t all men have equal 
rights; tlflt all law sh, uld bo based on tho 
cnil:O:CEt of thoso f'nbject to the la1v; and. 
inn':much 8.5 r:o 1nan can be a l~t1v nnt·'~ 
himself, the prinripl<' of representative g-o­
YCrnmrPt lws been cvoh-cd thronghout the 
nge.-::. Thcrefon-. -../.c JJaYc arrived .at .n.nar­
liamcntary s: stem wher.,b.'~ the mdinrh~nl 
delegate;, to his r<'presentativo that authonty 
which. in the last analysis, belongs to the 
individual; ,-nd '"e have an electoral syster,n 
1"bCrf'b) C• £"1Y0'1 f!UOta of men del_0g11te their 
own ba~ic m1th· rit.v to that man 1n a repre­
s0r-t1tiv0 cap':rit~·~ for a period nf three 
..- ('ar;:;, and J'O longer. 

Th" reason f·w th_,j- is to prcsrl'V<' liberty, 
;:nd to r,rc er,-_ tb· rif:"hts of the inrli,-icln:ll 
generally; in a degree justice is to be 
meted out bv Parliament.. 'The reason why 
the people havi' always overcome dictator­
ships and unrepresentative forms of govern~ 
ment is that t 0ranny is begotten as a 
l'l snlt of no'~ Cl' being ,~e;;:tr:d in the- h:1nds of 
a few ncoplc: nnd the wider the form of 
Y0pn~.;,C;Itatfon th0 grcDtf>r the . bounds of 
fn, dm11. The nL.n·o,· er tlw bast;:;; of rLprc­
~r~ltation the great- r th8 capa,_:ity tlwro is 
for hrannv. and the undcsirabl" e ·ils irc­
oucntlv H"·-.ociatf·d with powC'r and ~onlc­
ti,ncs' \vith Q"ovcrnment; therefore, the desire 
t~· n'dncr: the nllmber of members of this 
Pcrl'amcnc is b<> icall tho desire to limit 
the rcprnontat've system. ~What particular 

value is there aboLJt t!te figure sixty-two? 
If sixtv~t,wo, why not fifty; aud, 1f fifty, .why 
rut t,,"entv? 'Then you get to the basis of 
[;~~eisni, \~·hereby tho rcpre:-::cnt~tive s:;:stern 
of den1oerac.v in governn1.cnt 1s "_boli::;h~d 
entirely, and a dictatorsh1p cstabh.shed 1n 
Parliament. All those thmgs are mvolyed 
in a proposal of this kmd. 

?~Ir. GTDfSTONE interjc{·tcd. 

dr. W. FORGA~ S'YIITH: The hmL 
n1ember for U:.rupic 1nay interject as he 
likc3; \\ c know that h,2 is not a democrat, 
and that he doe:.; not give allegiance to any 
cf tlro-e p1·inciplcs of freedom which I haYe 
enuncintf1 d. 

Tl1o ~\TTORKEY-Gc,..-r::n.\L: The 1H n. men1hor 
fer Gympio did not interject. 

Mr. \V. FORO A;'\ SMITH: I beg the 
Lon. InC'':lbcr'--: pardon. rrhc il~tctject~on _is 
dl the more unpardonable commg as It d1cl 
from the hon. mcmbor for Stanl<'v. \Vhen 
the hon. llil1 Inb:r for Stanlcy can1e~ into this. 
Hou,._,, he at lc"st hnd a minimum of irctclli-

lio at least had some training in 
-Jcratic principle .. ', and those jd0as of 

frc<·dom a1Jcl liberty \\hi eh 1 have enunciated; 
lmt si1:cc then, probab1~ because Pvtl asso­
cln1-io"ls corrupt ;:,ood rnanners, he h~~s 
cictc:rioratnd to a Yery large exte-nt. 

This is the hog:inning of tLe gradn tl 
"" hit:liiJg down of the- principle of rcprc •en­
i "tivc p·(p -:_•rnnH·nt. 'The prc~,:nt CoYcriun?nt 
haYc tr'cd a "'umber of thin;(,. The-; tne<l 
to g<'t a''""Y with the idea of extending the 
life of Parliament •.,·ithoet the authonty of 
1he pcopl0. c~rtain !110 .lbers of the party 
c;1po_·cd that idea; and the party rcali:-cd 
,:e,·:~ quickly that th9 public >yould be so 
OCitrag<'d by such a lmc of .:10tl nty. that It 
~.';ouLl be dangeroup, to pursue- It. .:\ov\T t~c: 
ha Ye de .Tisf·d another n1cthod for reducing 
d1o IHnnber of ITIClllbrrs' in the A:>;;en!bly. 
l'Illiting the numb ;r of clC 1 to_ratt c) IVith. ~1 
YiP\ , ilr:-3t of all, to sa~:ing thc1r O\~'n poht·J­
c-nl hide,), aud, sccoPdly, with r~ vio\v to 
pa YiJJg l h0 tvay for ercati11g anoth,:_!.' Hou 
of P~:rliaP1cnt, thirt:,T JHClnbe13 in number, 

hit· 1I \Yill be gi\rOn po "er and authority ~o 
thv-art. lPgi~·:labon passed b:· the cL<·tcc! 
c\-,wmbly. H ;,, all part of a. gcnCI'al plot 
c llll ·ivod b_, pcopl~, v;ho re 1Lsc that they 
h 'V(' r(•pudiat( r1 their obligations to thn 
lYOplc, and wbo realise the wrath of the 
l"'oph who haYc been betrayed. They ~n' 
sbrinking v ith terror at the IUe.l of mcctJn.~; 
t;,., pcoplr- who voted for them n the L'c 
C'lrction---tho~o people ,yho bdiC-rcd th:t 
their pledges were their bond ; and, m 
con:o.'cqncnco, theT,- desire so to rnan1pnl~1t '­
their electorate-s and tho n:cthod of clcctwn 
tlwt many people will not h.;ve the oppor­
tqniLv of ca:-;ti11;; their vot ·'", vvh1lc thu areas 
in v;hich those votes will be cast will be 
cUierent. The jury to whom they will 
appeal will not bo the people n1ost affected. 

Another ,reason whv I am ag.tinst this Bill 
is tlnt it is a fmm ~f interference ''"ith the 
]c~·idativc rnachlne that cannot po~..;;ib]T bo 
of anv adY;mtago to the people of Queens­
land or of the Commonwealth. I favour ";11 
amendment of the Coi;stitution of Australm 
generally, and, induded in that, is ";-' amend­
ment of the Constitution of Queons<and. It 
is ridiculous that there should not be a 
central authority having complete po.wer 
within the Commonwealth, and I belleve 
that the Commonwealth Parliament should 
bo ..-estcd with supreme power. That would 

Mr. Smith.] 
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lllE't~n a rc"asting of the States, and a re,,h_tc•­
nwnt of the powers and authority of the 
St>rtc''· There >"lwuld Le centralised autho­
rit.v in the Commonwealth, with delegated 
po-.·: ers to State Parliaments, much after the 
Lshion of the Canadian Constitution. 
Matters of domestic concern within a Stat· 
shoulcl be dealt with bv that limited Stal'' 
Parli:,ment; but natiomil questions, affectinT 
the internts of thE> whole of tho people ot 
Austmlia, should bo in the final control of 
.a Con1n1onWf\'1lth Parliarncnt. No n1attcr 
what 1nay bo said against such a proposition. 
the undoubted trend of events is in that 
direction. At the p-resent time 1mmorom 
confercnc ~s DTC taking placo bct\v( < n n1en 

h'ho havo con1c from every State in the C'om­
monwealth to confer on matters affecting the 
whole of the Commonwealth. That mean.­
df>lav~incvitablo delav; it n1eans division of 
opinion; and it moan's that, in the absenCP 
of a central authority. no definite cohorent 
policy can be applied and insisted upon for 
the period neCP'%rily required to give effect 
to it. It is abnud that there should be a 
federation unab1e to giyo f'Xl1I"C''Sion cffc~~ 
tivel:; to its d0 ,irps Qnd ne0ch. The amend­
ment of the Constitution should be in the 
direction of conferring· e;reatcr powers upon 
the Commonwealth. and to that extent 
clelitniting the powers of a S+atc and giving· 
it control on] 1 over domestic matters which 
come ,vithin its purview. That is the proper 
method of cloalirq vcith the Constitution, ;mc1 
when that is dmw it will he time enough to 
deal with the whole question of the number 
of members and the conditions under which 
thcv should b'> elected. This Assembly 

couid be compktel,- rc~a-,t on the basis of 
the changed pow,'rs and conditions which 
would then re·mlt. 

'rhe fact is that at the lJ'rescnt time 
Qncensland is a sovereign State, having con1-
plcte ]10\\'f'r in all m"ttcrs ,,·ith the, cxcc;J­
tion of thosp delegated to the Common­
wealth. VVllilc t.bat position 0xi~ts ~o Go­
yernmrnt. and 110 nlctnbcr of Par]in,mpnt 
should allow an.' ve-,t:gc of th,,t authoritv 
to b~, l'8l110Vhl or nn~ of its nowf'r.- rednrc(1. 
\Vhen it is donr- fo1~ the l'ui·poso of .~aYing 
t'1e hidP.s of i h0 Govtrnn10:1t. jn po1v0r 1 and 
done particu1arl.v yrith r_ Yicw to paving the 
wav for the est' hlishment of anothe'r form 
of ·Parliament devised deliberatelY for the 
purpos0 of tlw. uting tlw public ";ill. I con­
(, nd that a measure to reduce tho number of 
members of Pcrliament is one that should 
bl o>>poscd bl ''·"''c it i '· contrary to th 
publi<J int crf'sts. I hall opr cso the mea, urc 
at all its sta>;c 

Mr. DU:'\:LOP (Roclcha n1Jton) [3.14]: I om 
a strong- lJC'lioYl'r in reducing th~ numter of 
n1emhcrs of this Parlia1nenL nnd_ at the out­
set I beg to move the following anwnrl­
mcnt :-

" Omit the words­
' sixty-two.' 

and in<;:flrt iu 1ieu thereof the "\VOr.d-­

' fifty.'" 
s1udl no\v prof'( eel to set forth rny reasons 

for the anlLHdrnent.. 

I have never in all uy life he.ud such an 
cx··,ositlon as that givrn bv the \ttorn"'y­
General, whose poor introduction of this 
lHf.-tsnrc givf's the State of Queensland ahso­
luteiv no reason whv rt reduction of onh tea 
members should bo 'made. However, let me 
get m:· powder and shot in fir et; I shall criti-

[JI.lr. Smith. 

ci'c later. On 22nd July last I asked the 
Premi·~·r-

' 1. Seeing that Mr. T. R. Hober!s. 
member for East Toow)omba, in 1920 
1noved the following motion 'l"O the 
reduction of mombm;s of Parliament. 
viz.:-" The motion he discharged from 
the business paper with a direction i0 
the Government that this House is pre­
pared to consider an amendment of the 
Constitution providing for a reduction 
of the number of representatives to 
fifty," and that the follov1 ing mcmbc;h 
of his Goyernment supported such 
resolution when the House divided on 
the quostio,r, viz., ]\,fc'·'srs. \V. H. 
BMnes, G. P. Barnes, vV. A. Brand. 
E. H. C. Clayton. E. Costcllo, \Y. A. 
Deacon, J. B. Edwards, J. P. Fry. 
.J. S. Kcrr, R. :vr. King, .J. F. 
~~lax" ell, A. E. :l\1oore. Godfn-:; 
Morg·an. T. R. Roberts. H. E. Sizcr, 
:E. B. Swayne, Charles Taylor, II. F. 
\Vclker, and R. J. ·wal"l'on. why is it 
110\V suggested bj- him and hi~ CLIJin.--:1 
:Yfini:,ters that if a reduction does take 
place that the number be sixty-two' 

'2. Does he not think that not only 
this State but oyer•: other State i~ 
OYcr<:ovcrncd, and that it -~vou]d ~>C in 
the intci·ests of the countrv to reduce 
this Parliament to thirty~slx repres_n­
tatives?' 

" The PRE)l!ER (lion. A. E. illoore. 
A ub 'gny) replied-

' 1 and 2. Hon. members will hav0 
the opportunity of a full discus-ion on 
thic. matter when the Bill is [1rCSPntod 
to Parli;:Incnt.'" 

[ di·.-icled the House la::,t year on tl'f quu­
tion of the reduction of members of thi; 
A~sl'1ublv. and there "·ere onlv three mcmhen; 
who ,·oi0d in faYour of it. LTh<de DlCJnbcr.':l 
were myself, the hon. member for Fassif·rn, 
:J.Ir. '1Yienholt, ancl the hon. member for 
Loclcvcr. J\lr. J;,mieson. Xow. that it ie a 
Govc~·nillCilt nH'a;;;;un I \V ant those ninet,,c n 
n1cm bPrs of the Govc:·1nncnt Partv ,, ho 
Yotcd n.gaim;t tho reduction to explaii1 th:..ir 
position. Speaking to the am,cndment, YO'l. 

:!:Jr. Roberts, faid-

" The majority of members on this 
''illc of thp House achocatod such a pro­
po;al during the general cl eel ion, and 
I do not think it nccessarv to advanc·" 
an~ huthcr argument in favour of tbc 
an1cndn1ent.'' 

\YlH'n the qnc,stion of a reduction of nl£>!11-
ht'r.~ of the Lcgi:-dativo As~mnbly was UlHlor 
tli~cn- si on ]n 1920, the present St cretarv for 
Haihn1~·R, J\fl'. :\:Torgan~ as Tc_'port cl on ~page 
Si of ·' Han ard" for that yc<tr, aid--

" Pehonally, if I hacl a vote upon th~ 
1nattcr I \Yonld be in favour of alncnd­
ing the Act in such a y, ..ty us to red ut e 
the number of ]'dinisters. \Ye re ;Pnth· 
\\·0nt to the country on a policy oi 
c'::o-_on1y~ and, at any r tt;, th~, CuU!Jtl'y 
Party preached to the C'luntry the n0ces­
~ity of clcanjng up our ovvn Ilouso first. 
\Ye are jn favour of rcducjng tho nun1~ 
ber of memble; ,, of Parliament to fiftv 
or fiftv-two. and if the :Minister inL·~­
clarcd ~ a n1ea:lure to-morro1v bringing 
about a reduction of mPmbor., ho '\ O'Ilc! 
f1nc1, at anv rate, as far as the Countrv 
Party is Concerned, a unanin1ous vot~ 
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m fa Your of it. Let us first of all econo­
n1ise in respect to ourselves before we 
iutroducc rctrenchrncnt or cconorny in 
other directions," 

Further on he sn,id-
.; l)arliament is <'osting thousand~· and 

thousands of JlO'Jnds more than it should, 
and the people are eo !ling out all o\·er 
the country fer a reduction. I hope 
that a vote will be taken, and that 8\·ery 
man on this side will record his vote 
again·.t this attempt to plau' further· 
expenditure on a country that is over­
taxed and cannot go on be,aing the bur­
dens it is carrying." 

'I'hcn, on pago 91, he is rcporteU as having 
~aid-

'· Eight throughout my elector;tte an.! 
in other parts of the State where I 
~Lddre~sed rncotings, one of tho main 
points in my speeches was that our party 
\vcro in favom· of reducing the number 
oi Parliamentaric,ns to fifty or fifty-two, 
and, so far as I 1va.s concerned rnyself, 
I eaid that I was in favour of restricting 
the nurnber of sitting days to sixt~.T, if 
possible-that that should brc the greatest 
number of da:-·s WC' could sit on anv one 
year, and that members should be- paid 
£3 a day or £180 a year. (Hear, 
hear!)" 

Further on he said-
"' \Vhcn federation \vas consun1n1atcd, 

we wore told-and it was said right 
throngl10ut Australia-that there would 
be a reduction of members of Parlia­
ment. In Queensland that promise ha· 
not been kept, but in the little State of 
"Victoria it has been kept. There is no 
State in \ustralia v.-hcre the cost of 
government per head of the population 
is so great as it is iu Queensland. In 
fact, I am doubtful whether there is any 
place in the world where the cost of 
govcrnrue:nt is greater per head than in 
QuLcnsland. (Government dissent.) I 
ask hon. members who interject lt, look 

statistics; I \Yent into th('In 
and I have not been able to find 

one country "here the cost per head is 
larger. The time has umc "·hen the 
people arc crying out for reform in this 
dire-ction, and if the matter were sub­
mittr·d to the people by referendum there 
\Yonld be an almost unanimous vote in 
favour of reduction of mernbcrs.'' 

The Secretary for Labour and Industry, 
then spen,king ~s the hon. member for Nun­
dub, said-

.' I propo;;c at a la tor stage, if I am 
abie to do so, to mo,-o the deletion of 
· cevcnh-two ' with a view of substitut­
ing 'fifty.' I believe that fifty members 
of Parliament could carrv on the busi-

of Quec me land equally as well us 
it being carried out to-day, and, if 
the majority of those :lfty members 
happen to be on this side, it would be 
far better than if there were 100 mem­
bers on the other side. There is an 
opportunity now for every member on 
th,, Government ,ide to follow their 
leader in his announcement yesterday 
that he sought the co-operation of this 
side of the House in measures for the 
benefit of Queensland. A reduction of 
members will be for the benefit of 
Queensland, and the Government will be 
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hypocritical if they do not accept this 
amendment. 

* 
•• So far a::; \Ye al'o f'Oncerned \Ye 

have no intention or no desire to d~min­
ate over the country in an:J way. (Hear, 
hear 1) The countn members and the 
Northern mcrnbe1·s ~ .<.:an take that as 
definite-that we hn,ve no desire iu anv 
\\'ay to c'cprive them of any represent,;­
tion in the House. We want to bring 
about a reduction of members, because 
the cost of Gon:rnment at the present 
time is too gre.1t. \V e need economy 
and vve ::sk the Govcrnn1cnt to be seriou~ 
in practising economy at the present 
time. \Ve ·--hould let the public servants 
know that when their claims for incren,"es 
were opposed in the Arbitration Court 
on tho score of economy, the Government 
also _recognised that it is necessary to 
practise cconon1\, and they can prove 
that by agreeing to a reduction in the 
number of members of Parliament. Thev 
will sho their sincerity and inspire cm{­
fidencc in the public servants if they 
have an:, objectionable work to do, and 
I feel sure that it will n,lso help to get 
the1r loan. I hope that the House will 
favourably consider this question. The , 
State v-ill not be affcctPd detrimcntallv 
in any \Yay. the cost of Government wiil 
be loss, ar.d the people will be just as 
adequately reprc,cnted in the futuro as 
they ar0 at the present moment. As a 
citv member, I cav that wo have no 
int'ention of outvoting the NoTth or 
dominating the situation." 

I ·,vill also r<·Hl \\'hat the preeont Speaker 
had. to say at that time, as reported on page 
101 of " Ham·ard " for 1920-

•· :;).lr. T.LLOH :argnpd that. in c;on1~ 
ing to u decision on the an1endmont, it 
was nc'c<cs'fll'v for members to decide the 
question as vtO \Vhether the governn1ent 
of the State could be carried on as 
efficientlv bv a reduced number of lnem­
bers as 1t \~'as carried on at the present 
titne. Personally, ho \Yas of opinion that 
it could be carried on a'· efficiently with 
a ::-lnallcr nun1ber. and that t.lw fear 
of :\"orthcrn reprCSL'!ltatin's that tlw 
interest' of North Queensland would 
sofTer if the total of members waii 
reduced "\Y<::. ~ nnfoundrd." 

The present Deputy Premier also spoke to 
this a1_nenJn1c11t: and ,; Iiansard," at page 
101, rc'pol'ls him thu,-

" Mr. K1XG (Logan) said this was a 
most important propus<tl, which would 
lead to sane and stable goYernment. If 
sincere, the Goycrnment e:hould welcon1e 
tle amendment, which would not react 
unfairly on Korth Queensland. The 
increase in the 1/.~ork of the departments 
did not Ivcc.sc,itate the appointment of 
a furihcr ::\Iinistcr, and a reduction of 
members \\"ould stop ihe drift of popu­
lation to the cities. The Premier would 
have tbc c<,untry behind him in agl·ee­
ing to tho rtductiJn proposed." 

The bon. n1embcr for I(urilpa, l\fr. Fry, 
also supported the amendment moved by the 
hon. member for East Toowoomba, that the 
number of members be reduced to fifty; in 
fact, he ,econdcd the motion. I think there 
are scycn of thn present Cabinet Ministers 
who were then in Opposition; and I want 
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to know what thev have to say in regard to 
reducing the mim.bcr to 'ixty-two only. 

C\,i[r. KELSO: That was eleven years ago. 

Mr. DL'NLOP: They have not got a leg 
to stand on. The plea used then was on 
account of the financial position of the Go­
vernment; and they \Vanted the number of 
members reduced to G.ftv. I ask the ex­
Attorney-General to let m.e bv wav of inter­
jection, know if that was 'not so...:.he knows 
it is. The state of the country at the present 
time is ten times worse than it was in 1920; 
and there is all the more reason whv we 
.should have only fifty members. • 

I would like to give a small quotation from 
the Brisbane " Courier " of 22nd July last 
on the non-party system in an article bv 
:\1r. Philip Fra11kel. He has expre' eel m~ 
ideas to a nicety-

" lf a change is to be made, why not 
turn our attPnt1on to sorncthing pro­
grc-,ine by advocating the alteratio."l of 
our Constitution with a YiC\Y to bring-ing 
about a non-party Government? Thi~ 
WGul,-J obYiate rhc necessjtv for a second 
Chamber altogether. ant!" would bring 
about a sounder and n1orc representa­
tive_• Achnini::'trur.ion, "\vhere a.ll classes of 
the community would b0 adequately 
cared for. If such a Government \Yerc 
potablishcd. I sCibmit that we would not 
require rnorc rhan forty-eight rnHnbers 
of Parliament all told, e.nd that their 
ealarics should be fixed at £500 per 
annum. with an extra allo\\ a nee of £500 
for each of the :\IIinistcrs who devote 
their whole time to parliamentary duties. 
Thi~ would nwan an exnendlture of 
abouc £27,500, as against' the present 
expcn'~ of about £43,0GQ." ' 

I \Vaut to know ,yhcther those s:•ven Cabinet 
il.Iinistcr" al!(t the balance of the nineteen 
intL•nd to ~ink their honour or stand flnn 
for the principle they thc11 support'ed. The 
GovcrnnH•nt should treat this rnotion as a 
DO'l-part~7 qncsti~n. ~he country i~- waiLng 
to sec hnere then desire for cconon1y comes 
in I chaJlengc the Tr('asurcr and the Secre­
tary for I\,ailways t'o declare themselves for 
my propmal. 'Where is the Secretary for 
Labour a!:·d Indnstry, \Yho talks about how 
Rinccrc he i~, p-oing to stand'! \Yhcrc 1vill 
the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-a 
man for whom I have the greatest respect­
be fcqnd? Arc the-y ~toing· to siuk their 
h01~our, or Yotc fLr the reduction to fifty? 

2\Lr. DR.\XD interjected. 

::\Ir. UCNLOP: The hon. mcmkr YOted 
fo1l fift:·; and he has nut th0 courage to get 
up and say v, hy he js not going to do so 
again. If the Government inrend to be 
honourabl0 and fair; and if, <:3 thev say. 
they believe in co-oper:.ttion. then~ they 
should reduce the number of NationaliPt 
setts bv :fi \0 alld the nun1bcr of Labour 
seats b}• five; but we shall fmd that ten 
Labour ''Cats will be cut out which in mv 
opi11ion. wi 11 be a scandalous ~tatc of' affair~. 
(Gnv0rnmpnt interjections.) Hon. members 
cannot scare me. I han' them where I 
want the-m, and will divide the Committee 
to sec where the)' stand. 

The Premier savs that he wants to re-estab­
lish the Upper House, with fifteen nominee 
n1e1nbrrs rcprf'sPnting inC!ustrics on a non­
party basis-which is my ideal, and against 
the Prrrnier's---and fifteen eledod members 
and a President. If we only had thirty-six 

[Jfr. Dut,.~op. 

e;],,ded members in this House and the bal­
ance of tho iifty representing industri8s on 
a non-party basis, we should not need an 
L' ppcr House at all. 

On 21st September the Chambers of Com­
mace of Queensland will meet, and, amongst 
other things, will discus' the constitution of 
Parliament. The Dowen Chamber of Com­
merce will bring forward this motion-

" That this conference IS of the 
opnuon that the political system in 
Australia is a failure, and th'tt t·hc 
country would be more efficiently and 
eeonornif'ally go·rerncd by a cornmissicn 
comprising men of proved qualifications; 
that the root of the existing evil lies in 
adult franchise with its small percentage 
of intelligent opinion and resultant poor 
typP of rcprcsentatiYc, class govcrnn1ent, 
and class legislation; and that to achieVE 
the desired change, men pledged to takE 
steps for the alteration of the Constitu­
tion only should be elected to Parlia­
rncnt.'' 

The newspaper which contains that report 
also say'--

" The I!Y,wich Chamber of Commlrcc 
proposes an amendment of the Eh,ctoral 
Acts to provide for State electorates to 
coincide in area with the Federal elec­
torates. and that each lectorate bP repre­
~cnted by ;our n1cmbcrs. 

" Four chanibcrs-TcnvnsvillP, Inghan1, 
Gympie, and Brisbane-have intimated 
th('ir intention of rnoving resolutions in 
r0gard io the reduction in the nurnber of 
members of the Legislative Assembly. 

" To,·nsville favours a reduction to 
fifty mc·mbers, each to be paid a salary 
of £400. 

" I ng:han1 merely suggests ' a general 
reduction in the nurnbcr of seats.' 

"Gym pie opines that 'the time is 
opportune for a reduction in the num­
ber of State and Federal legislators.' 

" The Brisbane Chamber of Commerce 
expressed appreciation of the Govcrn­
rncnt's det,=:nnination to reduce the num­
ber of Legislative Assembly members 
and to re-establish the Legislative 
Council." 

The Brisbane Chamber of Commerce will 
not' be pleased to read in "Hansard" that 
ninetc<n of the present Government Party 
mpported a House of fifty m('tnbers, but 
that not a man Jack of them-as I think­
is now game to get oa his hind legs and 
expre"; his opinion on the point. The 
majority of cur Cabinet to-clay-seven­
c~uld ruk the roost if they wished: and I 
want them to get up and say why they are 
not preparNl to reduce the number of mem­
bers of this House below sixty-two. 

The " Courier" of 27t·h August last had 
this to say with regard to a reduction of 
nlcmbers-

" Precisely on what linco the redistri­
bution cmnmissioncrs \\ill proc~cd cannot 
be accuratelv forecast: but it is gene­
rally Lhougllt that thrE'c metropolitan 
and •e;·en connt.r.v seats, n1o· ~. of them in 
the Central dist,rict, the North and the 
vVc·.t, wili b" aboli,hed or amalgamated 
with other electorates." 

The result will be the abolition of ten Labom· 
S<'ats, in .. tead of the abolition of five 
~ationalist seat·· and fh-c Labour seats. The-
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"Telegraph'' of 30th July, 1931, had th1s 
to say cone •rning the proposed Redistribu­
tion of Seat3 Dill-

" In the fixing of the number of seats 
at sixt:·-two on Wednes'day, the Govern­
Irl('nt Party negatiYcd ~ suggestion. 
'Tlut an ,\sscmbh- of fifty members 
•. ou!d be sufficif'nt for Queensland,' 
because the lower figure would ent1til 
the erc<ltion of several huge electorat-es 
in F·par~-dy pi..>pulatcd areas." 

Go\-( rnrnrnt mE~mbcrs did not say that in 
1~20. rrh(· rank and file arp afraid to take 
a pcopcr stand in the interests of the St"te. 
Thev fear the loss' of their 'lectoral seat•. 
and thev h .ve driven the Cabinet to take 
this action. As a bona fide c;:ueerdandcr, I 
am prepared to take the risk with all­
COffiNS. It does not m<ttter to me how mv 
doctoral scat is mutilated. I am prepare(! 
to stand by the •:. ill of the people. The 
1najoritv nf tho GoYcrr:nlC'r:t ill0Jnbcrf' nr0 
afraid of losing their parliamentary salaries 
of £500 per annum and their electoral Eeats, 
nnd have driven the others to agree to this 
proposal. 

The " Tc 1P,:;raph " further stated-
" EYt·n on the basis' of sixt.\ -h\ o, :30!11C 

of thn northern and north-vvestcrn areas 
will be p~~t.:nsivc, and this is an ag-ree­
ment ttdopted by m~mbers, some of 
\vhorn reprc ~c·-~t the largf' rnral area~. 
again') any rl'duction of salaric;;; of 
membe1" from £500 to £400 as has been 
suggested." 

One Government member expressed himself 
in this manner-

'· \Y!P--. rllY <' -cFt:o'1 +0 :bic:: elrdorah:. a~ 
probably there would be under the redis­
tribution, it would mean an expenditure 
of £100 from his parliamentary salarv to 
t'nl"lht" hirn to CC\Pr tha electorate at 
election tin1e alone." 

aJl'" --] to the nineteen members to whom I 
LJYo rpferred not to disgracr- themscivc'. 
lJnt to ~tard bp ll1E' anrl to Yot~ \Yith nu~ in 
U10 int~rc t oi Qucc·mla--cd. I take it, th.tt 
yo:1, ~/fr. TI.ohcrts, i.he Treasurer. the pre­
:~cnt Secretary for Railr,"nys. and the pr(~scnt 
Denutv Prcn1ic-r. rncant what <7 ou said in 
1920. ·I a.rn prepared to advocate" a reduction 
of n:c--nbcr:3 belo1~T thirtv-<;;ix. Australia as 

11 !1olc is over-g-ovel~nod, and bq~nt.0,7 
rrwmbcr in this Parliancent >Yould be qnitP 
sufficirnt. Howc\'Pr, I propose to adhere to 
n1y prOJ10~Etl for a reduction of 1nember3 to 
fifty. 

I differ from tile contention of the Lea de,. 
of t]w Clpl'O'ition that Queensland is entitled 
to t:oycntr-bvo lTIC'Inbcrs on a population 
baeis'. The Federal Labour Partv has 
. -,Ire 1d:: c,doptcd a rcsolntion providii,g for 
o referendum on the question of the aboli­
tion cf State Parliaments. The Luder of 
the Opposition must, therefore, etancl for 
the abolition of State Parliarncnts and the 
recognition of one central Parlia1nent. The 
cont-·,ntion by the hon. mcn1bcr is not eound, 
anrl I1C' should support my propo--:a] as a 
~tepping ~:tone towards the ultin1ate ideal 
and obic·. tiYc of the Federal Labour Partv 
-the a.bolition of State Parlinments an;l 
the constitution of one central Parliament 
for "\nstralia. The cos't of parliamentary 
GoYcrnmc"1i. in _\n-:trnlia is altogether too 
high. I do not pr-opo e to C[Uoto the relevant 
fig-nn"· quoted b" me during the discu"ion 
on the Financial rmer<;cncy Bill. On that 

occasion I pointed out in an unmistakable 
rr.annor that the cost of parliamentary 
governmec.t had been far too heavy. 

The average annual cosi. of parliamentary 
government in Queensland over a period of 
fin; year, has been £110,541, while for the 
years 1928 and 1929 the cost of the Feclccal 
Parliament was £1,407,741. It took that 
mm to go-;ern 6.000,000 people! The aver­
age co;;t per annum of the Parliaments of 
the Commonwealth from 1920 to 1925 was 
£1.258,u03. '!'hose figures go to prove that 
it is cooling too much to govern this countr-'. 
?\ot only havo the people of QLJeensland, Lnt 
th<' people m every State of the Common­
>vealth, year in and year ont, been hood­
"·inked in this respect. 

An analysis of the cost of municipal go­
Yl'rninC'Ht reYe:-t1s a similar state of affaiJ .s. 
I\lunicipal goverrunent has proved an 
ab::;:o1ut.c farce, because a commission of two 
or threo persons could achieve greater 
results than the whole of the present Bris­
bane Citv Council. A remunerated com­
mittee could save the salaries which me,nbers 
of a11y ]oral authority are p<>id in any given 
year. The peoplr- are \Yaking· up to tht se 
facts. I previously pointed out that the 
1.182 lor~l authorities throughout Amtralin. 
''ere costing in the aggregate £34,40:i,0CO. 
I.~ there any need for n1e to go any furthc•· 
to a,k hon. members to support the amend­
nlCnt Jnoved by rne? Rcforn1 of parliaH1(.:Jl­
t~r:> §!.OVCriJnlent is taking place in evc1::r 
country in the "·oriel, including Britain. 

It ha::, bPen arguf'd in Queensland that ~t 
is impe"iLlc to have a non-party go' orn­
ll1Pnt. It is r:ot impossible; and in that 
rc~pert J\{r. Philip Frankel h'"',s given iLt~ 
key to the situation in a contribution to tbe 
pro'"· I hope that the nineteen members of 
tht> Governrnent. Party IYho previously 
Pxpr0S2Pd themselves in favour of a rPduc­
tion cf this. As·embly will snpport my 
arnedc:hncnt, for in doing so thc:v will be 
serving the iEtercsts of Queensland and pro­
virling >n example for thre rest of the Com­
moll\\ ealth. 

c-Ir. HY:'\ES (1'o1cnsri/l') [3.3BJ: I am 
oppc~rd to this Bill. On a prcvrous occa­
cion I referred to th;s proposed legislation 
a~ being solncthinf!: of a Ycry co\vardly 
naturn in ~o far as the Government are con­
ccr.:.v d. The only justification for it put 
fon, Hd bv the ~\.ttornev-Gcneral in his 
i'ltroductor'V remarks was· that the Govctn­
:mcnt. are (_:'onon1isinp-. and that it will save 
the State approximate]~ £5.000 per annum. 
That i,c a palpable mis,tatement of the posi­
tion, bee a us(' \Ve know that it is the 
intcntio'l of the Government to re-establish 
the l:pper House . 

Hr. KEO\XY: \Yho told you that? 

J\lr. HY?\ES: The pres,, who dictate the 
polir·y of the Gm·crnment, and the annual 
convcEticn of the hon. mcm,bcr', part), 
which dictates its policy, and tells the hon. 
member \Yhat he must do. It is well that 
the community should realise that the saving 
rr -ulting from the proposed abolition of ten 
seats will be infinitesimal. The population 
of the State is 900,000, and the saving- p"r 
head of population involved by this Dill 
works out at five farthings per head per 
annum. That sho;,·s how farcical and stu­
pid!-· funn} is the statement that this mea­
sure is introduced in order to cconomi"L' 
Th£' rC'al motive behind this Dill is to C'nable 

JIJr. Hynes.] 
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the present Government to hold office. They 
havr exploited every avenue to enable them 
to hold the plums of officP. 

Mr. KEXKY: You want to watch your scat. 

Mr. HY?\ES : And tho hon. member wants 
+ o watch out that I do not contest his. If 
I did, I should be a " six to four on shot." 
(Laughter.) 

The' Govcrrunent have exploited eYcrv 
po,"siblo a\·cnuc in order to retain oftic~. 
Firot of all, they altered the Elections Act' 
so as almost to prohibit the people engaged 
in our prin1ary industries frorr1 haviug a 
voice in tho f{Overnnu~nt of tho country. So 
far as rnigrdtory or nornadic \VOrk?rs arc 
concerned, the present la\\ 1nakes 1 t rnost 
difficult for them to qualify for enrolment 
in this State. That position was cre-ated for 
tho purp0'm of S.';Sisting the Govcrnn1cnt to 
l.old office. If there is any person in this 
~auntry who is judly entitled to a voice in 
the affairs of the State, it is the men who 
are workill.C( in the primary industries of the 
State-·men. vvho go- awa'' from the beaten 
track, who leave the lu'xuries of city life 
and rough it in the out-back, in the shrar­
ing and other primary industries, where 
they are subjected to har-h conditions of 
living. Those people are not to be allowed 
a -voice in the affairs of their countrv-, 
rncrcly becat1SC the prf"'·Cnt Governme1:1t 
d0sire to retain office at the next election. 
(Government dis'sent.) 

Th0 next proponl that camo along -'"" 
to extend the life of Parliament. The 
Goverrnnent found th:1t thuv had been :--o 
discredited in the constituencies that their 
only chance of retaining the phuns of office 
was arbitrarily to extend the life of th,, 
pro;ent Parliament. 'l'he Governm<mt vvoul<J 
have given effect to that proposition had it 
not been for thc> open hostility of their owr 
press and a blg section of the decent 
Nationalists, who considered the propos.al a 
barbarous one. At any rate, the Go-vern­
ment did not proceed with that proposition. 
although I bclie,·c tlnt there are s'omc 
members the other side who are still 

to extend the life of l'arlia-
r, .ont. 

Howc,-er, the genius who is at the hdm of 
ihe :\'"atioual ship brou,;ht out another pro­

That proposition we are consider­
to-dav. It aims to cut out ten Labour 

The Brisbane ''Courier," 1n 
perfcctl.1· < mdirl manner. said th.• t the ten 
seats which \ill be clin1inated wnl neces­
sarily be Ln hour seats becous'c the consti­
tuencic~ \vith the 3111all0r nun1hcr of electors 
are lwlrl by Labour men at the present time. 
That },.:: a statcn1ent Yvhich appl'ars in the 
Brisbane " Courier " of recent date. 

The ATTORKEY-GEXERAL: How do you 
·tCCuunt fer that? 

IIY:'\ES: I account for it in this 
'--ay : The " Courier " dictates the Go·., rn­
ment polic--, and the Gov-ernment ,lavishly 
fo11o ,- that dictation. The " Courier " gives 
C'xnrf'fl:;;;ion to the wisbe of th0 ca11italist-, 
of ·i.his eountn-. and the Government arc the 
serv.ants of tl~C san1e people. 

Th·.· ~\TTORNEY-GEXER"L: Speaking about a 
r .1pitalisl, have :-;-ou still got a motor car c 

Mr. HY:\fES: I hav-e; but that doec not 
make me a capitalist. May I ask ihe hon. 

[Jfr. Ifynes. 
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gentleman if he g-ot the fat fees in the case 
into which he pulled the Gm-ernment ·! 

Tl1e ... '\TTCJR::JEY-GEXEl·L\L: Yes. 

Mr. HY);ES: \Yell, the hon. g-entleman 
-with his 'cobber," l'vlr. McGill-will hP 
"ble to gd a " Rolls-RoycP." My motor 
r;ar has b-en paid for by me-not by the 
uxpayers who will hav-e to pay for the 
~\ttorney-General's' < :u·. (Opposition laughtm·.l 

The \TTORKEY-GEKERAL: ·' Fellow workers "' 

:.vrr. HYNES : I think the hon. gentleman 
and Mr. McGill can call themselves " fellow­
shirkers " after this. The ide.1 in this pro­
;>o;,al is to eliminate ten Labour seats. Th<it 
gives. ihe Government partv a pretty decent 
break at the start, and then they can go 
further and, under this proposal, so gerry· 
mander the remaining sixty-two el0ctorates 
as to make it very difficult for Labour to 
secure a majority. 13y the elimination of 
ten Labour seat·, and fixing- the quota as it 
is to be fixed under the Bill the dice are 
loader! in fav-our of the GoYernmcnt side. 

:\lr. Nnnro: Like you did in 1922. 

1\Ir. HYNES: \Ve made no effort to cut 
out t(m Nationalist seats, and we were so 
much more decent than the other side, at 
any rate. If they say '.l'hat we did vyas 
wrong, thPn they ~hould do the opposite. 
Seeing iha t th ·. Nationalist Party has a 
majority in the House, there could not have 
been anything drastically th' matter with 
the conditions as Wf' left them. The sole 
nurposc of the Bill is to enable the Nationa­
lists to save their mean political hides. 
There is no doubt about that. The people 
outsidP will appreciate that fact; and I 
trust they will get the support they so ric ~h· 
desene. I am utterly oppo_;ed to the B1ll. 

TJ1e preyjous speaker made some reference 
to the Pnormous co't of parliamentary go­
v-ernment in Queensland. He said that par-
1ian1Pntarv government eo~t more in Queens­
land than' i;o anv other State, and I want to 
correct th0 hon. 'member. In 1928-29 the cost 
of porliamentar:v government per head of 
popnlation in the yarious Statn and the 
Commonwealth was:-

Commonwealth 
New South vV ales 
Victoria ... 
Queensland 
South Australia 
We•,tern Australia 
r:ra:'ma,nia 

-'· d. 
111 
2 4 
1 6 
211 
211 
5 6 
4 3 

The av-eraiTe for the Commonwealth was 
4s. 5d., so that Queensland was considerably 
below the average for the Commonwealth. 
If we have offended in this connection. all 
I can sav is that tho other States have 
offended to a larger degree than we have. I 
wish to repeat that the obvious intention 
of this Bill is to enable members sitting 
!Jehind the Government to retain their seats 
at the cost of iho dignity of parliamentary 
gov-ernment. 

:Mr. Vi. FORGAN SMITH (J•Iackay) [3.47]: 
I do not propose in any way to support the 
amendment. The argument I put forward on 
the main proposal applies with equal force 
to the amendment, and I do not think any 
time should be wasted in discussing the 
amendment. I just intimate my opposition 
to it. 
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l\Ir. FRY (Kurilpa) [3.48]: From time to 
tim" I have advocated a reduction of mem· 
hers to fift\ ; but what is the use of all theso 
fireworks and wasting the time of Parlia­
ment when we know that such a proposal 
could not be carried? 

Mr. PoLLOCK: \Vhy could it not be car­
ried? 

Mr. FRY : Is the hon. member prepared 
to vote for it? If the Labour Party will 
vote for a reduction to fifty, I will vote for 
it. (Opposition laughter.) Mock heroics! 
Fireworks! I say, and I have said all 
along, that, if such a proposal could be 
canicd, I would vote for a reduction of 
members to fifty. I have advocated that 
time <1nd again. 

Mr. Dmn.or interjected. 

l\L. FRY: I am not going io follow the 
hon. member for Rockhampton, for in doing 
so I would lo.,c my s ·lf-rcspe.ct. The point 
I an1 arriving at is that of common sen~e. 
I tDid the people in my electorate long before 
the Go,·ernment brought this matter up that 
I \': .. s prepared to support any motiod f-Jr 
a reduction of members of Parliament from 
'evcnty-i :. o to sixty-two, because I thought 
that woqld be the only vote that would be 
carried in this House. I thought that, if 
ar.'' attempt were to be made to reduce the• 
number belo·:,1· sixty-two, it \\·ould be defeated 
ab~olutcly. 

'\Jr. DtixLOP: \Yhat rot! \Yhat about yrur 
H.'Yfn Cabinet J)Iinistcrs? 

Mr. FRY: Not more than twenty mem­
bers. would support a reduction to fift::, 
leaving flfty-t·,to members opposed to such 

proposal. I am supporting the Govern­
ment's proposal. and I would support· fifty 
if the L tbour Party would support it too. 

:V1r. WIE_:\IHOLT (Fassifcr•:) [3.52]: I do 
not wish to waste the time of the Committee; 
but I want to :::;nca k on this arncndnH:-nt. 
and, if I sp0ak on. the amendment, I will 
not speak on tiH general motion nor ·on the 
sec:nnd reading of the BilL 

I am one of those \Yho believe that it is 
highly dcsira ble to red !lee as far as possible 
tlw number of members in this House. for it 
is in line with what I advocate -tha·t is. a 
simpler and less costly fGnn of goYernment­
just as I advocate that to enable us to keep 
up our standard of living, we mmt have a 
simpler form of private life. There is one 
o\·erwhelnling argun1ent in fayour of the 
reduction, and that is that this Hou'.e has 
now become only a sub-Parliament. That 
n1ay not be nice for us to realise; but, as 
federation was the first step which reduced 
the ,tatus of the Queensland Parliament, so 
>ince then we have again very much reduced 
our status. our power, and our responsibility 
by the Financial Agreement and the Loan 
Council. The Leader of the Opposition says 
we have increased our responsibilities. 

:\fr. \V. FORGAX S}IITH: \Ve have. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: But the Leader of the 
Opposition · ill remember that' wo had a 
f-pccial ::cf'~ion of this Parliament, and we 

erE' not allowed to alter one jot or tittle of 
the Bill which was then before m. \Ve are, 
as I say, to-day, mvi:Jg to the unification of 
our fir '"C•lS-,.nd I make this statement on 
very gor d authority, because Sir Robert 
Gil:-c,n himsE•If makes quite frankly in a 
lcttrr to Mr. Lvons, the then Federal Trea­
surer, the stat;,mcnt which I will quote, 

Sir Hobcrt Gibson being chairman of the 
associated bankers-

" Owing to the practical unification of 
the finunCE'S of the Amh·alian Gcvorn­
rncnts through the creation of tho Loan 
CouncH.)' 

If "'\,'OU unifv vour finances, what i 1 here left 
tD ·do? It: ~is not a plca:-,ant or pup~-dar 
thing to advocate, but I believe th~t this 
reduction of memben should only be the· 
start of what I have always advocated­
a self-denying ordinance for this Parlia­
m< nt. This reduction is the first stage, 
and must bo follow._;l by a 20 per cent. 
cur in nllu"\varH r~s, rloing- away ·with the lifo 
gold passes of nreinbcrF, and 1nan·, ( ; her 
parlianwntnrv econon1ies which I haY-L ~dvo~ 
c.atcd from time to time. such as the elimi· 
nation of politicctl influence and interference 
in administration: doing· av,·ay with poli­
ticians taking the blue ribbons of the servic0, 
the abolition of compulsory voting, and such 
other political reforms; and, besides those, 
1 h,- abolition of that rather shabby custom 
of soliciting subscriptions from members of 
Parliament other than they would give in· 
their ordinary private capacity. 
Thcr~: an" two e::;scntials i:1 conncr;tion wHh 

anv reduction of member~. The first thing 
rh~ GovcnmJcnt ·-hould do is to make a job 
of it. do it properly, and do not spoil the 
ship for a ha'p'orth of tar. It seems to me· 
that, if we recluco the number of members 
qf this IJousc from sPvent.v-two to sixt:o-two, 
we are doing it grudgingly, with tlH Ioast 
no~siblc rcdurt.ion. just to save our faces, 
like a man putting a threepenny-bit i,:r;to th_o 
collection .plate in chu;·ch. I sa_Y, D_o ,;t 
properly. 1f you ar 0 gomg· to do Jt at alL 

A motion dealing \Yith this cubject w,,s 
di,:cus"'ed in thjs Hou::-r sornc tlme at;,o. I 
have read np the " Hansard" report _of t~e 
debate but I do not want to probe mto It 
too cl~cply, bN a use J think these back 
"1-Iansards" rcn1ind one of the s.Jylng, 
;: Oh. that rnino pnomy >vould write a book!" 
I th.ink it is nuite dear that some ho:J. 
members have altered their mindo; and it 
is onlv frtir that such hon. L•embers should 
~ivo ;-casons for doing so, and that thr;y 
~hould tell us \Yh 0•. having at one ti.me 
voted for fifty members, they now thmk 
sixty-hvo is a bc+ter number. 

rr' anv rceduction of members of this 
"\;sombl~ is to be made, 'VC ~hould not 
allow tl;c people of Quec>nslnnr! to get It 
into their hPads that that red;;ctJ.m. JS ';',nder­
takcn for the purpose of chshmg the· 
Labour Partv or any other party. T~e 
reduction mn;t be done ,-ith sci·upulous. f~Ir­
ness. The members of the oommisswn 
should be acceptable to Purl!»;mcnt.. I 
think thP Leadrr of the Oppos•twn m1ght 
well be consulted in its pcn;onnc l. 

Thi, motion proposes that it is d~sirable 
to introduce a Bill amongst other thmgs. to 
make provision for the better. repre,c_niabon 
of the people of Quet'nsland 111 Parhamc':t. 
I ·. ·ondcr if the pco)1le of Queensland will 
not themselves take a hand m n~akmg ~ro­
vision for their better representatiOn m l ar­
liarnent. 

So far we have had p~litical ': arfare 
between two political parbe>, N atwnahst 
and Labour, who have been 111 and ou~ m 
the FPderal Parliament and in the van~:n1s 
Sbte Parliaments; and we arc now facmg 
a state of national bankruptcy; unc;mploy­
ment is rife; and Queensland's Parhament 

'Mr. W1'enholt.] 
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has handed over the control of her finan~es 
to the Australian Loan Council. 'This latter 
is the result of the Financial Agreement for 
'.>'hich both big parties are responsible, and 
for which both parties must bear their share 
of responsibility; and, with them, the 
Nationalist Senators, because it seem· to me 
that, when they supported that agreement, 
the'. wore such good party men that they 
forgot they were also Queen' land representa­
tives. However, when we look at the State 
of Queensland to-day, and when we remember 
that last week hero we had the spectacle of 
the debate over :Yfungana taking over eight 
hours, and the debate on a financial Bill 
most important to the interests of Queens­
land lasting about eight minutes, then I say 
that !he pcopl0 may thome.clves, perhaps, 
make prm·ision for their better representa­
tion in Parliament. How they will do it I 
do not know. 'We do not know who will be 
here after this Parliament. I have no per­
sonal ambition myself whntsoever. I do not 
know whether I still hold the confidence of 
my elector;;. or whether they wish me to 
represent them again; but I would suggest 
to the people of Queensland that. if a debate 
on Mung-ar.a hkos eight hours and a debate 
on a most imJJortant supply Bill eight 
minutes. they may very well serious!:>· con­
sider returning- sufficient members with the 
right to think, speak, and vote as they think 
rtght and as their conscience dictates, who 
might form a real Queensland partv to 
champion and protect Queensland's intei·ests. 

Question-" That the ·,,.ords propoc ~·d to 11P 

omitted (Jfr. Dwdop'., amcll(lmrnt) stancl 
part of th0 question" (Jir. 11Iar(lrorrrty's 
motion)-put; and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 54. 
Mr. Barber 

Barnes, G. P. 
Hnrnq-<, VV. H. 
Bedford 
Bbckl<·Y 
Bow 
Brand 
Bra 'Sington 
Bruce 
Carter 
Clayton 
Conroy 
(;ooper 
D·lniel 
Dash 
Deacon 
Duffy 
Ed\vnrds 
FoJr>y 
Grimstone 
Hanson 
Hill 
1-Iyne~ 
.Tones, A. 
.Tones, A . .J. 
Kelso 
Kenny 
Kerr 

Dr. Ker'\dn 
1\lr. King 

Kirwan 
Macgro~1rty 
Maxwell 
l\'Iorgan 
Mull an 
:l-.:im1no 
n'Keete 
Pease 
Plunkett 
Pollock 
Ru~,"el1, If. :.L 
Russell, W. A. 
Sizer 
S!nii.h 
Stop ford 
1'echnan 
'T'n?.e!' 
\Valker, H. P. 
Wulkr-r, J PJ. 
\VPl}in.':t---.;1 
\Vilson 
\Viostan1ey 

Tellers: 
Fry 
Hanlon 

NOES, 3~ 
Mr. Dunlop TcllcTS: 

:J\Tr. Jamiecoa 
Wienholt 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. MULLAN (Flindcrs) [4.8]: It is a pitv 
that the Attorncv-General did not tell ,;, 
'''he' he was introducing this Bill. The Bill 
is supposed lo be for the better rtpresenta­
tion of the people in Parliament. It is 
somewhat an anomalous pretence on the 
part of a Government to propose to re­
€Stablish the Upper House to describe any­
thing they intend to do as being for the 

[Jfr. Wienholt. 

better representation of the people, bccausJ 
the elective House, however well the parties 
may be distributed, can have its legislation 
vetoed by an Upper House, sixteen members 
of which will be nominated and fifteen will 
represent, not population, but economic 
interests. 

At 4.10 p.m., 
~Tr. CRD~STOXE (Stanlcy), ono of the par~cl 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Cha1r· 
man in the chair. 

1\Ir. MULLA:\ : I cannot understand how, 
hv the wilcle't stretch of imagination, any­
b~dv 'an understand this Bill Lo being for 
th" ·better representation of the p"ople in 
Parliament. In 1886, ,,~hen the number of 
U101nben:; was incrca~ed to scvcnty~iwo, the 
population of the State wae 392,0''0. To-day 
the population is approximately 1,000,000; 

_and it will surely not be argued that, on 
the score of popnlat~on, there is an algu­
Inent for a reduction in the nun1ber of 
members. Of course, it may be argued 
that since that time the Commonwealth 
Parliament was constituted; but I would 
c omind hon. members that at the time of 
federation the Tory Party was in power 
and r0rnaincd in po1ver for a long tirnc after­
w::trd,;. At the time of federation the [lOJlU· 
lation of Queen·Jand wos 493,000. The Tory 
(iovcrnrnent then in po'.vcr said, "\Vo shall 
.;till retain seventy-two members." 

]'.Ir. EDWAHDS: When did they H1c' that? 

2v1r. :\TULLA:\': J3y not altering the law 
they retained that number. 

Mr. EDWARDS: They did not say it. 

JHr. l\HILLA:\: They did, by inference: 
otherwise the law would ha\ e boon altered 
to reduce the number. If there was a case 
then for Queensland to have seventy-two 
members of Parliament, how much better 
is the case now? vV e have a grca t variety 
of intereots in Queensland. Further, there 
is a greatt1 r varietv of ,:)oil and clin1at:: here 
than in any other State. In every way there 
is a better case for a larger number of 
members for C'ueensland. That is one of 
the strongest r~asons· for my OP110sition to 
the Bill. \Ye recall at this time the biblical 
saying, "In the multitude of counsellor;; 
there is' safotv." The smaller an A>'sembly. 
1h0 more im1;ortant every member in that 
Assembly becomes; and in a small A'sembly 
1vjth a narro'v majority there is --thvays the 
clanger of ono or t"":o men dominating the 
situation, and, :in effect, dict'1ting thn poli<:!y 
of a Government. 

1\lr. EDWARDS: For a long time you rar; 
the Government of the country by means or 
the proxy vote. 

Mr. MULLAX: \Ve ran the country very 
successfully with the proxy vote; but that 
does not alter the position. Somo years ago, 
when Tasmania had thirty members in its 
As3'en1bly, there was the spectacle of onP 
wan holding the balance of power, more!_.v 
hecauso it was .J small A"cmbly. That Is 
another argurr1cnt in favour of retaining a 
rcasonahle number of members. 

Surely this measure is not introduced on 
the grounds of econom'. Last year the total 
(Xpenditure, including revenue, tru_-;t, and 
loan funds, controlled by this Parliame_nt. 
W13 £24,000,000. 'The proposed reductwn 
of members will effect a s'aving of £5,000. 
That is not the wav to economise. This is 
merely an excuse "for creating- an Upper 
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House. Fancy the irony of the whole posi· 
tion! \Ye propose to reduce the number of 
wcmbers of this Assembly by ten, whilst 
at the sun1c tirnp we propo;;;c to incrca.'3e the 
nurnbcr of varliarnentarian:"'<. in the aggre­
g;att\ b~, t\ycnty-one, bec:tu;:,c that will be 
the position with the re-est.• blishment of an 
CpjYl' I-lou,e of thirty-one members. The 
cqwnditnrc im·olved in thn new Chamber 
· ill be-

Thirtv meml1ers at £150 each 
Prci;lent of the Upper Hou~·~ 
.. I-Iansard," printing, atten-

dants, .tnd other conlmit­
mc · ts con3equential on the 
creation of an l!ppcr House 

£ 
4,500 
1,('~0 

14,50J 

£20.000 
The position 1vil! be a loss of £15 000 on tlw 
supposcc] cconom ,, of £5, ~00 und~r the Bill 
n.ow under co.n,idcration. At the present 
tune tlus· Par!Jament costs £134 000 includ­
ing thu e~tabli:;;hment of thd Governor. 
>'alariec. of J\Iinisters and members, costs of 
the ck. toral dq1artmont, and all the con o­
qu, nti,1l C;<.::JwnditurC' of th1~ t'stablishnH~nt. 

What i, a saYiJ.g of £5,000 in an expendi­
ture of £134,000? If the Uovomment wanted 
real cronmny, surely thfHT \Yould ,vant to s.1Ye 
more. than £5,0CO out of £134.000! To a 
certam extent the parliamente\ry system is 
Jeopard~c,cd, because this proposal is the thin 
edge of t-he wcdg0, and ]f it is a good thin_;, 
to •reduce the number of members to sixtY­
two, next year it may be considered a good 
thmv to reduce the number to fift:·-two, and 
so on. 

Parliament, ":ith all ib imperfections, is 
the best mstrtutwn that has vet been devised 
in civilised countries for ·conducting the 
affairs of the country. There arc hvo sec­
tions in the conununitv rcadv to destrov thi3 
Parliament. Ono is 'the Communists,' who 
openly say that am· altern:l'.ive is better than 
the pre.'ont parliamontarv svo;tom. Then there 
i~ another section-the ~xt"ren1e wing of th~ 
Tory Party-who wish to appoint a dictator 
as a corporation sole, and who are out to 
dutroy democracy and establish a dictator. 
ship. Both sections are equally dangerous. 
The extreme wmg of th~ TCII'y Party, who 
'·•·ould set up a dictatorship and destroy par­
hamentn,ry go\ 0rnmont, is just as dangerous 
as. the Communists. They would pull down 
tins great temple of democracy which is the 
best mankind has yet devised.' This is tho 
thin cdg:e of the wedge; and, of course, one 
can oasrly lead the puhlic to believe thn.t 
rhere are too many members of Parliament. 
If we reduce the number to sixty-two. we 
"hall ha Ye the metropolitan papers asking 
for thirty-two, until we destroy Parliament 
altogether. 

The executive of the Labour Partv has to 
thank the Attorney-General for his 'courtesv 
in affordino,- us an opportunity of perusin;;. 
tlw BilL It certainly was a very gracefJ~l 
act on his part., and it gavo mo1nbers an 
opportunity of criticising the measure. A" 
the Attorney-Genera] state-d, the Bill will 
repeal the 1910 and 1922 Acts, except that 
there will be a provision for casual vacan­
cies. I would point out that a hiatus will 
be created if the Attorney-General does that. 
There will be no provision for the carrying 
out of a general election if such becomes 
imperati\ c. between now a'nd the time when 
the commission's report is proclaime·d. 
All the world over Parliaments are subject 

to Cl'ises, and a crisis may occur at any time. 
The Nationalist and the Count'l'y Parties 
nHty be diYided over some question of policv, 
nml it may become necessary to dissolve 
Parliament. I would like the Attorney­
Gelleral to consider what he would do in th~t 
position, because. if the 1910 and 1922 Acts 
a re repealed, there will be no electoral 
'.,.,undarics and no electoral machinery for 
c nrying out a general election. I admit that 
such a situation was created afte-r the pas­
sage of the 1910 Act, and continued until the 
now boundaries were proclaimed. That was 
wrong. It is a long ti1ne between llO\V and 
April or ::\Ia;~· next, and it is quite conceiY­
" blc that in tho interYal a crisis may oc"m·. 
It is not probable, be1t Parliament should 
L.ake rr_ asonable provision for evc1~y possible 
rontingenc:;- that n1ay arisP. All the 
.\ttorne,,-Gono·ral ha•· to do in order to 
a,-oid that difticnlty is to proYido for tho 
repc~d of the existing Acts on the proclam8.­
ticn of thP ncvv d1vis1on.-.. PDssibly somc­
thir:g in that dir0ction n1ight nlCt the case. 

The Aitorney-Gonnal IHrs stated the num­
bers in connection with the quota. He told 
us that the figures are substantially correct, 
hut that thm·o mav be a little inaccuracv in 
thorn. He gayo 8,029 as the quota, with a 
maximum of 9.635, and a minimum of 6,424. 
\Yhat I take exception to in this Bill is that 
~:ot lees than 3,000-or not loss than the 
q 'ota-would be the number of electors in 
a city electorate. I also take exception to 
the proYi~ion that there must not be less 
than 7.000 in an electorate which includes 
within its boundaries a city or part of a 
citY. I take it that Charters Towers is 
rcgn,rded as a city. 

The AT18RxEY-GExER,\L: One of them. It 
i.s in tho list of cities under the Local 
.\uthoritics Act. 

Mr. :\iULL"\N: Toowoomba is another. 
-:\Iy objection is that Charters Towers, for 
mstance. is remotely situated. It is days 
of travel away from the seat of government; 
hut all bml. member representing Too­
woomba can stav in the House until 5 o'clock 
and J,e home ·ill Toowoomba bv about 9 
o'clock. There is no comparison between the 
difficulties of representation of those two 
centres. For that ro:>wn cities in the North 
should not be put on the same footing as 
cities close to the s.'at of goYernment. 

. I hop.e the Attorn<>v-Genoral will recon­
s:de" c''WC" 15 of the Bill. ,,-hich is 
extraordinary. In tlw Act of 1910 
"hen~ \YUS no proYi~ion for regulations. 
Parli::1ment gav(' the general instructions, 
nnd lnid down ihe <:onditions on which the 
Commission lYas to act, and that was the 
end of it. In this Bili indirectly the Go· 
yernment have powc·r to make by regulation 
tho n1ost strceping changes in the vvhole 
conditions of the redistribution svstem. After 
we pass the Bill, section 100 of 'the Elections 
\et is to apply. That section was passed 

in 1915 in abnormal times. One of the 
r,-~a::~ons wh~r so much scope \vas allo\ved in 
that section was to enable the Government 
to \\ive the men ''t the front a vote. It was 
to so1ne extent a war proYision, so that 
everv contingencv tbat might arise in con­
n<>ction with giving a vote to the men at 
the front might b<> met. 

There was a !so another good reason for 
the inclusion of section 100 in the Elections 
Act in 1915; that was to give the Goyernment 
a 1-rirlc lutitude in the conduct of a g~;neral 

lVIr. lllullan.} 
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t·lection. Anybody who has haJ anything to 
clo with the conduct of such an election 
know.-; that :::mn£'times a situation arises a 
day or two before an election making it 
irn1--orativc for the Governn~cnt to rnake a 
reg1·lation to m·ercomc a difficult•·. No 
<'.tccption can reasonably be taken to thLt. 
Our Govcrnrncnt rnade regulations bc,-atlsr­
wc found it absolutely ne•·essary, and no 
Opposition party eYer took exception to 
them, which showed that they were alw.cys 
jnstificd. But, whibt that is a Yery good 
thing as applied to the <'asc of. a general 
l'lection. there shonlcl be no such latitude in 
tho fl~anring of regulat!ons applying to a 
redistribution. It is not right to say that 
" for the purpose, of this Act sPction 100 
of the Elections Act shall apply." 

The ATTOllxEY-GExEIL\L: How can it affect 
it'? 

::\Ir. :YICLLAl\: It ma• affect it. If Par­
liament adjourn, in December next-which 
in the ordinarv couroe of eYC'lts will be thn 
ease-the rcp;rt of the commission, after 
objection has been heard. "~ilJ not b,, avail­
ablr until approximatel:v 1st Febn1ary or 
,uch other ti1<1c as the Governor ill Council 
may prescribt'. \Vhichever way it go,·s. 
Parliarncnt n1:lv not be in scs,ion; and there 
will be no op!}ortunity for a member or a 
partv to object to something in the report, 
howl~Ylr ,, rong it may be. 

The 1110111rnt the GoYernor in Council pro­
da irns the ne-w cle('toral districts. the redi~­
tribntion b(\comcs final and conclush-c, and, 
under clause 11. eannot l1e app0.1led against, 
l'C:Yif'wf'd, or called jn qnP'ltion in any ('Ourt. 
I am not questioning that but there "'hould 
be some reasonable provision to protect the 
interests of members before the redistribu­
tion i' proclaimed: but the point is that 
there is to be no appeal. The Govern­
mc;nt. foe example, may wrongfully make a 
regulation giving undue power to the con1-
1ni sion to exercise a discretion \Yl1ich it was 
not intenclccl it should exercise: and Parlia­
ment will have no other opportunity of 
dealing with such a regulation aLd ,-ill 
haYo no redresc. Suppose the Govern­
lnent issue a regulation which is ultra 
vnc·", as may happen, althoug·h the J\Jtornc:v­
Cc•wral may say that under this pro­
vision snf'h a regulation cannot be ultra 
Yll'Cs. E,-cn if it is ultra vires, clause 
11 S:l• that it cannot be questioned in any 
eourt of law. That i·. an interesting point 
tlw Attorney-Genrral might investigate 
before the second reading. How does he 
reconcile the two things-onr' that section 
100 of tho Elections Act-the regulation 
~naking po~\Yer--,is to apply, and that under 
rt the GoYNnrncnt ma\' make am· concei,~­
ablc regulation; anrl the other that. under 
ciause 11 of this Bill, the action of the 
1- ;n1rr1l~"ion n1ay not be qnf ~.tioned in an~: 
court of law. That is a Ycry important 
point. and I hope the Attornev-Gcneral will 
con:"ider it. ~ 

There arc seYeral other aspects of ti1P mea­
sure which, of course, we shall deal with at 
the proper stage; but I think suflieient has 
brcn said now to show that this party strongly 
re•ents the action of the Governmer,t in 
proposing to reduce th~ number of m<'mbers 
from seventy-two to sixty-two, and also the 
provisions of the Bill to which the Leader of 
the Opposition, other members, and I have 
referred. 

Ph. 31717/an. 

:VIr. POLLOCK (Grcrtory) [4.30]: This 
Bill bears all the earmarks of a vcr·.- crude 
political job. The object of the Bilf appar­
cntlv is to cnab1 the Government to retain 
pow~~r at nll coc::ts'. Fron1 what y,·c can sec 
in the Bill. a copy of which has been given 
to us throngh the courtesy of the Attorney­
GeneLtl, their object, first of all, is to 
reduce the uwrnbcrship of this Assernbly 
fron1 ;:;cn~ntv-hyo to ~ixbr-two. If that \Yerc 
nnitnatccl lJ·~ a genuine "de ire for ccunon1:,~. 
it could be under·stood: but the Premier and 
oiher rn,.::rnbcr" of the Uovernn1cnt haYP 
frorn tint(' to tiu1c n1ade thinh~ veiled refer­
ences to J1t' qnc',,tion of th·:: ~redistribution 
of se 1ts; and at least eight or nilJc lTIPlnhcrs 
on this sid,, have been twitted with the fact 
that they will prob;tb]:v not be in this P.lrlia­
Incnt. after tlw forth~on1ing clectio11s arc 
owr, .mrl that they "ill be lighting for 
sonlt'one else' . .- scat. To n1e that i::::- an indi­
' .ttion ihat in rcdncing the number of 
members from ·eYcntv-two to sixtv-two the 
Co·•cl'llLl<'nt arc not" so n1uch dc"sirous of 
~ecuring ceono1ny as they arc desirous' of 
elin1inating nine or ten LaLour scd,ts. Thn 
d0c,ir0 to rednce th0 number of rne1nbers in 
ihis ParlianH'llt is not so great a"l the dc,,ire 
to -curtail the Labour :Part::'s roprcspntation 
in Parliament. and to make it impo.,sib],, for 
u:: to \'vin at the nc··:t State elections. That. 
is the desire behind this' Bill. 

:C\lr. H. :YI. R 1-'.SELL : You are oYer-repre­
sented 110\Y. 

J\:r. POLLOCK: 
'top at eixty-t\\-o 
~rcuuin.;'] v de;-; irons 
,ta.ntiall~v- n:ducing 
A"nmbly '? 

vVhv do the Government 
P-1Cmbers if tbcy arc 

of economising by sub­
the mcHlbership of tlns 

::.\Ir. Dc.,LU?: The\- should ha\·c n1ndc it 
flfty m em hers. . 

Mr. POLLOCK: Why stop at fifty? They 
could have rcdt!red the number to twenty 
members. 

i\Ir. DcxLOP: Qnite cnou:;h, too. 

Mr. POLLOCK: This allc<eed desire for 
economy be-~ redncing the number of s"ats by 
ten will jlrobabl- re ,ult in a saving to the 
Stato of appro:nmatoly £5,000 per annum, 
\Yith parliamentary salaries :ct £500 J;lCl' 

anuun1 per 1110rnbcr. To carr,Y out genunw 
f'C'ononly and to g0t noar0r io the :\'ationalist 
policy, which is one of social Fascism-their 
policy is de,·eloping in that direction e\·cry 
dav-thPn the more members cut out the 
grCater ihe Cf'Onorn~., and the nearer will 
the GoYernmcnt get to the objective of the 
:\ationalist P.artv. I pannot understa11d 
what pal'ticular inerit is attached to sixty­
t.Y\'0, or eve:-n fifty n1cn1bcrs, OY<...-r fiftcC'n or 
t\\'('ll t."" 111ClTI her:;;'. 

:V1l-. DL-"LOP: :\ow that mY uncndment 
has been Jd· att'd I am agree.able to sixi:-­
two eo Ion;; as the Upper House is not 
rrstor~d. 

Mr. POLLOOK: The hon. member for 
Hockharnpton has never been sin( f'TC on 
this subject: he is merely looking for the 
limelight. If there was a dr;sire for real 
cconOm\·. then there could have been a 
saving 'of £26,00·J per annum by reducing 
the numbe1' of members to twenty. How­
ever. we object to that ]lrinciplc.' In the 
beginning. the t0ndency of democracy was to 
get aYmv from rule by monarchs or by indi­
,-iduals," and to further th '·t objectin' Par­
liaments' were created and the people giyen 
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hrger reprc,cntc tion. The tendency through­
out the world, particularly during the past 
ten or fifteen years, has been to give the 
people still further rcpr0 -cntation .at every 
opportnnit, in the direction of providing 
1hcm with more members. That marked the 
~_~,:g·inning of a de'-.ire to get a-;,\ay fro1n 
nntocracir~._-government by kings or any 
other lndiYidual. or executive govcrnmcnt­
ilnd to plr cc the :ontrol of the destinies of 
a countr_v in the hands of tho people. The 
Bill definitcl_v marks a desire to get back 
to that old state of dic~atorship, governrr1ent 
by co1nn1i~sion or by .an executive, or to 
g-et bar~-.: to a forrn of very limited repres'en~ 
tatic.n. Tlw nearer one gets to actual dicta­
torship the further ono is getting away from 
the principles of democr • cy. 

What is tl1e basis of this Bill? What is 
the root c~usc of its introduction? Firstly, 
thf::' clanwur b:~.-- newspaper:.:. for a reduction 
of mombr'r·· of this ),_' sem bly, the alleged 
dC""'ir~- being· to sa; e 1noney. 

At 4.35 p.m .. 

The CHAITI'f\N re,umed tho chair. 

Mr. POLLOCK: These pcople~verv few 
in nurnbcr-apparcntly exerci::,c surh an 
jnflnrn1:0 on this particular GoYcrnn1ent' that 
• .. •haknr the 11e\' .paper> ~~y to-day the 
U-o\·ernLlent ·do to-n1orro\~l. 

:\Ir. BLACKLEY : The people are calling out 
foe it. 

~-Ir. POLLOCK: The people arc not doing 
n:1ything of the sort. 'Cnder the allege<i 
economy proposal, the people will be 
rPlieved of th•c prrynwnt of 2~d. per elector 
pe1· year. That is the total saYing. It will 
cost a goodly proportion of that sum to 
iutroduce the B11l and put through the legis­
lation to effect that saving. Bills are 
t•xpensive 1nattcrs. To get back to the 
que· lion of the return from democracy to 
the old form of cliciatm·ship, tho de,iro for 
a rcdiotribution has been expressed by news­
papers allegedly on the ground of economy. 
Th,. ans\Ver of the Government to that desire 
for economy is to save £5,000; but they stop 
at sixty-two 1nembers. because, having had a 
wrvev of the pv.ition, they have decided that 
they call giYe the Labour Party a very severe 
hurJlc to jun1p at ihe next election if i11 
the ten seats to be cut out at least nine arc 
Labour "''nts. From what we have been 
nb'c to gather as a result of remarks bv the 
Premi,·r ~nd otlwr members of the Go-~·ern­
menr. at least nine of the ten seats to be 
cnt out "·ill be Labour seats. 

:\Ir. H. M. Rt:SSELL: It 'vill be poetic 
ju.<tice. 

::\Ir. POLLOCK: ·whether it 1s poetic 
justice or not, according to the hon. m<>mber 
for Toombnl it will be perfect justice. The 
'cheme in the minds of the Government is 
this: The elate of the parties in Queens­
land to-da v is fortv-six N ationalist-Countrv 
Parh men1bcrs ancl twenty-six member, of 
the, Labour Party. If this scheme is givf'n 
dfe,_r to. thf' ?\ ationalist-Countl'v Partv will 
l>J<: c~H~ s('at ~t the very out~ide, !C-aving 
them to g-o to the country holding forty-five 
seats. The L::tbour Party will lose nine seats, 
]c,1ying us to g-o to the country "\vith seven­
reen seal·· That forces us into the position 
rof being compelled to gain another nine seats 
before "·e <':111 bo whore we are to-dav. 
That is the objective of this legislati0;1. 
That is tho sole desire of the Government 

l1ehind this alleged schonH_~ of cconDn1v, wl1ich 
is merely_ a s!rong-arm political job ,;:,iscalled 
a red1stnbutwn of seats. A feature of this 
newspaper propaganda is that. while the 
GovL•rnn1c·nt listell to and heed 'it, 1t is not 
necessarily public opinion. After all, one 
man V,Tites an al'ticle in the "Courier." The 
Gon'nunc·nt arc stirred to all kiud~ of deeJ.s 
by that one article; but it still remains 
n1rrely the opinion of one man, "\Yho in many 
Dses is not as competent to form a judgment 
as to the needs of the country as any indi­
YJdual member of this House. 

1lr. BL\CKL:::Y: You arc quit: right. 

::\lr. POLLOCK: Yet the hon. member and 
h::s party on every conceivable c.::casion are 
'tampe-ded hy the opinions exprc,sed in a 
newspaper by ono man. Every day this 
happens. 'fho editors of the "CouriPr" 
'· Tcll'gTaph) ' and "Dailv ~1ail" ~a~e 
appareiltly the real rulers" of the State. 
The:_>' ag~·,_·e on a certain policy~, and expound 
that poiH :' a something which the GoYern­
ment ought to do, and inevitablv the Govern­
ment g·ivc effect to it. But:, if thoy object 
to any scheu1e of the Govcrnn1cnt-and one 
of th(· HO>' ·.pJ,por, did object to the schuno 
1u extend the life of Parliamellt for five 
yt•ar~~thcn the schcrno i, dropped, bccJuso 
\\'hat is rcgurded as public opinion but 
"·hich in reality is onlc· ihe opinion df one 
man, appar,.ntly s\vays the Government more 
1 han the real i ntcrcJts of tho whole of the 
State 

:\1r. G. P. BAR;-.;rs: You know the p,Dple 
l1a vc demandcJ a reduction of mernbers. 

l\Ir. POLLOGK: I know nothing of the 
sort. I know that to-day in Queensland, 
bcc.:tuse of this incesLant 110\V::ipaper propa­
ganda, there has bel:n created an atrnosphu·z} 
which passf-'s as public opinion-an atrno­
R]Jhcrc which creates the belief that publ:c 
vpinion demands these things. To-day such 
an atmosphere has been created that r. mem­
ber of Parliament has sunk so lm• in tho 
opinion of the general publi'-" that people 
believe that a reduction of members is a 
ycry good thing~that is, that section of tho 
public whirh takes its views from the news­
papers, and, unfortunately, that is a very 
considerable section. Not onlv arK) the 
nc\'Lc:papors constantly at -v ork 'inaking up 
the minds of the GoYernment, but, being dis­
cns.-:,cd OVPl' the breakfast t·lble cverv morn­
in~,, this propaganda is being used to make 
up the minds of the public. The objections 
\vhich arc raised to the opinions of these 
newspapers are never permitted to be pub­
lished. l'\obody is over permitted to publish 
an objection to any scheme that these news­
paper,; take up as their own and intend to 
u:?c no;; propaganda. 

Mr. H. :M. Rc>SELL: That is not right. 

Mr. POLLOCK : It is true, and I will givt' 
an illustration--! could giYe 1.000, if ncccoo­
"''r:r. If it were not for the ne-wspapcra, hon. 
members opposite would not have a log to 
stand on. Every morning after this Parlia­
ment has sat the rather capable g-entleman 
who writes the " gallery notes" for tho 
" Courier " can so dress up the remarks of 
Govcrmnent members that people who take 
their politics from that paper and believe all 
thcv read in it would think that thuse on 
the" other side are a collection of geniuses, 
nncl that we on this side arc a lot oi fool •. 

::\1r. KELSO: He has been very good to you 
people. 

JJ!Jr·. Pollock.] 



570 Electoral Di9tTicts Bill. [ASSEl\IBLY.] Electoral Dist; icts Bill. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: If it wore not for those 
men the Government >vould be cntirelv bereft 
of argurnent, because these journaliSts pro­
vide tho argun1ents that hon. 1nembers oppo­
site would like to use if they had the 
capacity to do -o. Not having the capacity, 
hon. members opposite have to get thPsG 
journalist' to supply it for them. 

Mr. TozEn: You are the white-haired boY 
of the "Courier." (Laughter.) 

:.\1r. POLLOCK: I am not jealous. 
Mr. KELSO: A "strong silent man " is 

how you wore described. 
Mr. POLLOCK: Whether we like it or not, 

if we adopt this Bill, we arc getting away 
from that form of democracv which aims at 
giving the people representation through a 
reasonable number of representatives in Par­
liament, and arc approaching a system of 
government by an individual or by a 
dictator. The more the membership of 
Parliament is rc•duced the closer we get to 
government bv a group or by indi­
,-iduals. The' whole desire of the civic 
reformers to-day-and of some Nationalists 
who would like to be civic reformers only 
thev would have to sever their connection 
with their own partv and lose their seats­
is to get back to government by commission 
or bv a manager. That is the argument 
they ··have used in regard to local authority 
government. The civic reformers and the 
extreme section of the Nationalist Party­
I might say the boss~s, the wealthier section, 
the extremists, the agitators, the walking 
delegates of the Nationalist Party-are 
making an effort day by day to get control 
of the municipalities by a form of group 
government •vhirh they c.1ll government by 
commission-that is, government by two or 
three men. 

The more you reduce the numbei' of 
members in Parliament the closer you get 
to that ideal. Once you admit the principl'l 
d a reduction in the number of members 
y<>u will be driven inevitably by some of 
the newspapers to a further reduction-to 
30-to 20-until you get to ten or get to the 
position when, in order to save further 
money, you get not to the position of a city 
manager, which apparently is the supreme 
objective of the Nationalists-but you get 
to the position of having a State manager 
or dicta tor. If that is not so, I sha 11 give 
the Attornov-General an opportunity of 
showing just 'why he only proposes to reduce 
the number of members bv ten. 

The TREASURER: When ,did you learn that 
it is the desire of Nationalists to do certain 
things? 

Mr. POLLOCK: You cannot cure some 
people of asking questions. The Treasurer 
got the ~\ttorney-General and Mr. McGill 
t., spend about six months framing questions 
to ask a certain jm·y; <•nd surely the 
answers thev got would cure them for ever 
of asking questions. The alleged objec­
tive of the Government is economy, although 
the Attorney-General did not sav eo. This 
Bill has been introduced either for the sake 
of economy or to make the position safe 
for the N atonalist Government. If they will 
not admit that, then the onlv argume1~t left 
is that they want to econom'ise. 'When vou 
view the policv of the Government from' all 
angles, it will be seen that this is not 
intended as a genuine economy measure. 

Th'l .\TTORNEY-GENERAL: It will save 
£5,000, you know. 

[Jfr. Pollock. 

Mr. POLLOGK: £5,000 is probably not 
half what the Government paid to Mr. 
McGill, and probably not as much as was 
paid to the Attorney-General in the Mun­
gana case. There will be a saving of £5,000 
in this connection; but, if you take into 
consideration the cost of the restoration of 
the Upper House, for which hon. members 
opposite all profe;s to stand, it will mean 
an increa~"J in the cost of parliamentary 
government in this State. This proposal is 
not made for the purpose of decreasing· the 
cost of government. It is merely to provide 
an excuse or pave the way for the restora­
tion of the Upper House, which will mean an 
e'Cpendituro of another £7,000 or £8,000 on 
that body; fO that, instead of having secm·ed 
a reduction in the cost of government. this 
is merely intended to mislead the public into 
believing the Government are indulging in 
real economy, ,,.hercas they intend, by the 
restor_-tion of the Upper House. to put a 
more expensive form of government in its 
place. 

There is no good in the Bill that I can 
see. rrhere is no advantage to be gajned 
bv the State under this svstem of redistribu­
ti'on with a reduction of members. The 
adva•1tage is to be gained whollv and solelv 
b., the Nationalist Partv. It ·will enable 
them to force this party t'o win another nine 
eeats before we can get back to the position 
we hold to-day. 

Mr. H. M. Ru,;SELL: Do you believe in a 
redistribution? 

Mr. POLLOCK: An equitable redistriba­
tion, yr·s. \V c recognised that principle in 
1910 and in 1915, and we recognised the 
need for giving aB nearly as possible one 
vote ono value. In my opinion, it is diffi­
cult to adjust that. M v mvn .-icw is that 
this Bill. is framed entirely for the purpose 
of cnablmg the Government to hold power 
at anv cost whatever. 

:ilr. DASH (J!nndinrtburra) r4.50J: I am 
onpo;;;cd to the resolution for bYo rc'J.~,an~. 
The first i;; that it tends to dcprin• Northern 
and \Vestern Qneemland and the workers 
generally of their fair share of representa­
tion in this Parliament. \Vhen the present 
Go.-ernmcnt were sitting on this side of 
the Chamber, they were harping all the time 
about the Labour Party being in office; and 
the Tory daily press was also up against the 
Labour Party !wing in office, and contending 
that Labour had too much representation. 

I want to dc:J.l with this ouestion bv start­
inrr with the nnmbor of 1 ~Pn1br;.., first 
ricctcd to this Parliament. and I am taking 
rt--; ~uthoritative i.hP figures in '' QucrYJ::;!and 
Politics dnring Sixty Years." by Mr. C. A. 
Dcrnnvs. the Clerk of tlw Parliament. Th0 
momb~·rship of the House was, in the first 
instance. almost purely metropolitan in 
character; and. owing to the agitation of 
the ncoplc in the hack country, the member­
Ahip -wa~ inrrcasPd to give then1 repreRcntn­
tion. The L0gislativc Assembly of Quoom­
hnd \\as rr0ated by proclamation dated 
6th ,J uno, 1859. which fixer! the number of 
mrmb<'rs at twenty-six, the population of 
Queensland then being 28.056. In 1864 the 
number of mPmbors was increaser] to thirtv­
two. The outlying portions of the city of 
Brisbane claimed representation. which was 
rranted, bringing the membership up to, 
thirb--two. During the se"ion of 1872 the 
number was increae._·d to for!Y-two. the popu­
lation then being approximately 1C2.459. In 
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1875 tho nuinber of men1bers wa;;; inci·eased 
by one for the purpose of giving the elec­
torate cf Cook ropresenta tion. In 1878 the 
r.un1bcr of n1en1bcrs was increased to fiftv~ 
five, the population being approximateiy 
162,000. The claim or the outside p01·tiom 
of Queensland for representation was so 
strong that the membership was increased to 
fiftv-fiye at that time. In 1885 the nurr,bel" 
of 'members was increased to fifty-nine, the 
population being approximately 300,000. As 
the population increased, so did the repre­
sentation in Parliam~nt incrc._ se; and there 
was a strong agitation then from Northern 
and \Yestern Queensland for proper repre­
~:;entation. The question was vC'ry strongly 
debated in this Chamber on different occa­
sions. '" Harsard " shows that all the.e 
incre~ses of membership were brought about 
by agitation in the Nortlwrn and Western 
portions of Queensland. In 1887 the mem­
bership was increased to seventy-two, the 
population being then approximate]:. 390,000. 
It will be seen that from 1887 there has 
been no increase in memb. rship of lhe 
Houee but there has hcen an increase 
in the number of electorates. There 
werr; something like sixty electorates 
at that time, represented by seventy-two 
members. 

The increas• in membership of this Hon' 
wao brought about by agitation by tho 
people. who considered that they had not 
fair repre~cntation. When we exan1ine the 
nsolution now before the House, we see that 
it tendo to do away with certain repres"l­
tation in Northern and \Yestorn Queensland, 
which is very unfair. Since 1887 the popu­
lation has incrrac.ed from 390,000 to 932,871, 
the latest figures available. 

This Hili has' fcr its purpose the robbing 
of ~orth Queensland of its fair reprr"cnia­
tion. and also the robbing of the worken of 
their reprc'scntation in this House. Tho 
hon. member for Toombul. b3· way of inter­
jection ju·t nmY to the hon. member for 
G rogory. s ~id, " You are ·over-represented 
now." whieh mean,, that the Labour Party 
· ro over-reprr-sent0d in this House, and 

bears out mv statement that the measure 
is' ainwd at Labour representation. Before 
the Labour Partv came into office in 1915. 
thoro was a strong agitation in North Queens­
land for separation and the esta blishmcnt 
of a ~ orthern Parliament; and it vvas 
lwcame North Queensland hnd not got a 
fair deal from t.he Government of the day. 
It ;,. ~s not until 1915 that the agitation died 
down ; and it died do;m because Labour 
gave Xorth QuecnEland fair consideration. 

Mr. KE~NY: It continued until the day 
you left office. 

Mr. DASH: Tho agitation did not exist 
during Labour's term of office, but it has 
since been renewed, much to the su1·prise 
and disgu.st of the Tories. In one shte­
ment the Premier said Korth Queensland 
had got too much consideration; and that 
is one of the reasons v.hy this Bill has been 
introduced-because hon. memb01·s oppo·ite 
fear that North Queensland and VVcstcrn 
Queensland will get a better deal under 
Labour than under Nationalist control. Since 
the present GoYernment have been in office 
wry little development has taken place in 
2\lorth Queensland. Tobacco growing at 
Mareeba is the only instance hon. members 
opposite can name. 

Mr. KENNY: vVhat about the Barron Falls 
hydro-electrification scheme? 

::\Ir. DASH : vYhen Labour was in office, 
Xorth Qucon,land progressed in a manner 
1 hi eh stood to the credit of our Go; ern­
ment, rrnd which stopped the agitation for 
eparation. The territory which members for 

I\orth Queensland represent is in itself a 
very impmhnt factor in tbis debate. There 
arc sixteen SC;ats' in Northern and X orth­
\v-rst<,rn Queensland, co1nprising 361,300 
~qnnrc n1iles. 

A llOYERNMENT ME)JBER: How many 
people? 

}fr. DASH: \Yhcn we come to deal with 
the Bill itself, we shall find out exactly how 
many. The point is that J'\orth Queonoland 
is a Yerv important portion of this State. 
Thcro we haYe one of tho largest sLctions 
d the wool industry, the sugar industry, the 
c ·ttle industry, thC' n1ining industry, and 
the timber industry-all of them very 
i:nportant-and, if this measure gors through, 
S orth Queensland and :'\orth-\Vcstcrn 
f'lleeuland will be robbed of the representa­
tion which \Yas obtained only after years of 

gitation both by members of Parliament 
and the people outside. 

:VIr. KSNXY: How do yOU know? 

Mr. DASH: I have read up the debates, 
in which the hon. member will find that the 
increase in the representation was fought for 
by th·, then Tory members for Mackay, Cook, 
and other Northern members. They agitated 
for iu:--re~t&ed parlian1entary ropn~sentation 
fot· K onh Queensland; and, if the present 
hon. me m her for Cook had the interests of 
North Queensland at heart, he would fight 
for further representation on behalf of that 
arc~- Ltthcr than allow the representation 
to be whittled awaY. It was not· until 1891 
rhat the first Labour repre:oentativ& was 
rotum• rl to this l:'arliament, to be followed 
in 1893 bv the return of thirteen Labour 
representatiYes, to be followed, in turn, by 
the capture of the reins of government in 
1915. That has been a very sore point with 
the Tories ever since. The Tory newspapers 
nt•n~r L._,t np on the Labour Party, and con­
tinued a campaign of severe criticism during 
the period Labour was in office. 

:VIr. H. l\L RcSSELL: The Labour Party 
rct'1imcl oflicc by gerrymandering the elcc­
iorates. 

l\Ir. KmWAN: That is not true. 

l\Ir. DASH : The GovPrnmcnt are endea­
vouring to prevent' the workers from having 
direct representation in this Parliament. No 
matter how the Government mav endeavour 
to cloak their action, the Bill cl,:arly demon­
stt·ates that it is introduced with the object 
of depri·cing the working people of the right 
of representation. During this session Go­
Ycrnmcnt members have twitted hon. mem­
bers on this side with the prospect of losing 
their parliamentary seats; and during this 
debate the demeanour of Government mem· 
hers indicates that they are not in any way 
pcrlurb,,d by the passage of the measure. 
They sit comfortably on their benches with 
~n1ilcs on their faces, sayjng to themsclve:;;, 
"How well we have done the job! vVe are 
g0ing to deprive Labour of certain reprc~ 
fontation in the next Parliament." The 
Labour movement will suffer as a result of 
thP redistribution of seats, because the Bill 
definitelv states that the quota for certain 
cities and towns must,not fall below a certain 
number. \Ve realise full well that North 
Queensland is suffering from the effects of 

lrlr. Dash.] 
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drought, from the temporary closure of the 
rnining industry_, and fro1n brief operations 
in the meat inJLr.try. \'{ e also know that, 
as a rc·ult, a proportion of the population 
in X orth Queensland has moved to the 
South. That hELs inevitably incr<<l•·ed rhe 
population in the South at the expense of the 
Xorth. which will be deprived of fair nprc­
sentation und"r the new quota system. It 
is my carnHt desire to protect North Qucens­
lrcnd, and to safeguard the intcre;ts of the 
\Yorkcrs whom I repre•.cnt. The Labour 
representatives in the South are quite 
capable of looking after similar interests in 
that portion of the State. Trade unionism 
has had a very difficult task since its early 
inception. Under the present Government 
workers have had considerable difficulty in 
maintaining their names upon the electoral 
rolls. In the first place, the Government 
amended the Elections Act with the obicct of 
dPpriving the nomadic workers of the" right 
to vote Those worker' ·re perforce com­
pdled to travel from place to place, from 
shcarin!!; sh~<'l. to sugar field, and from tl.c 
mgar field to the mcatworks in s2arch of 
employment; and there is no doubt that, 
when the ekctions arrive, thev will diseovcr 
that their T1.lillCS haye been vl'C'DlOYCd fr(Jlll 

the electoral rolls. 

The Government have m<tdc it iblc 
by recent legislation fm a11d 
nmuarlic \Vorkers to keep th(j._. llaiue;:; on 
the rolls. To obtain the fra IChisC' thev must 
i~rst be r0sidcnt in an clof'tor,~tP for~ thrf'e 
months. ~1anv of the~e \Yorkers. "·i1o arc 
otnployecl in ~ur sea :onn.l indu~lries, ,,:ill! 
therefore, be di"franchised at the coming 
election. On top of that legislation, the Go­
Yernment ha.v0 introduced this "J-eallr:1 
Redistribution of Seats Biil. I ,,ill not lav 
anv blmne at the door o£ the co1nrni. ~.ioner"s 
whom the Government will appoint uw1er 
tht Bill, because the Bill lay·.. domr what 
they must do, and they must carry ou .. what 
the Bill sets out as thE' intention of the 
C'overnment. Iuclepcndcnt action on tltc 
part of the cornmi\3-;ioners is taken a\Y.lV 

by the last clause in tho Bill, which giv0, 
the GoYernor in Council po\ver to n1ake regu­
lations as he may think fit. Tho•,e regula­
tions will be made under another Act of 
Parliament altogether; hut they arc to appl: 
to this Bill which, when passed through 
this ~\.·somLly, will be an Act of Parliament. 
If the Go,-ernn1ent were hone;·t and ~h·uight· 
forward in this matter, they \Yould stato 
clearly in this measure the powPrs which 
they will vest in the commissioners, and 
not attempt to camouflage the intentions of 
the Bill. This is not a Redistribution of 
Seats Bill: it is merely an Elections Bill. 
The D !1-embraeing powers contained in the 
Elections Act gi '- e to the Governor in Council 
power to deal with the elections-not with 
the redistribution of seats. The Government. 
therefore, will be able' to keep a tight hand 
on the work of the commission. That makes 
us suspicious of the intentions of the Govern­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWA1S: Your Go­
vernment appointed temperamcntallv quali-
fied comn1issioners. ~ 

Mr. DASH: The hon. gentleman ought to 
b, .. , ashamed to make such an interjection. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I said so 
at th" time, and I have said so all along, 
and still maintain it. 

[Mr. Dash. 
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:\fr. DASH: The remark made bv tht~ 
Secretary for Railwavs is one which I ~voulJ 
not app'!y to the members of the commis .. 
si on about to be appointed. The corn m;,. 
sion will have certain powers, which will ],. .. 
well defined bv the Go.-ernor in CounCil. 
Bv this moans "the Government will keep a 
tight hand on the members of the commis· 
sion. Thev will not ha>e a free hand, 
bP,:ause, i( the Govenunent so desue, the 
report may be referred back to the corn· 
llllSSJOll. 

The SEcRETARY FOR RAIL WAYS : You know 
that you had the same power before. 

:\Ir. PEASE: \Ye were too honest. 

:\Ir. DASH: The Redistribution of Seats 
_\et passed by the late Tory Government con­
fen·ecl speoiiic powers on the electoral com­
missioners and the Government had no say 
in the matter. I intend to vote against this 
rt.colution. and against the Bill at all its 
ta::cs. \Ve belieYe that the GovE'rnrnent 

nndu this Bill are attacking the Opposi­
tion with a club, and a nrv heav club at 
that. rrhcir id(1 a is to n1iniini~~ the chrtnces 
of Labour at the forthcoming elections. and 
is not ani1nated b:v" a dc~irc for f c-r--:orny. 
The whole object of the Bill is to enable the 
Government 'to retain the reins of oflice. 
Thc·y J1ave thought out rna_ny :-chcn1e,_, in 
r_rdPr to do so; and this, to their rnind, is 
the most formidable; but. hO\YCYer much 
thev mav attempt to disfranchioc the 
wm:k, l's a'nd deprive them of rcpresenbtion 
in this Parliam0nt, they will not succeed in 
their purpose, because tlw people an: eo 
incensed at thc·ir ariions that, no matter 
what the Govcmment way do to prolong 
their lif0, they will be diectuall0- wiped out 
of Parliament. 

In view of the large territory which !s 
comprised in man:c of the \Vest ern se: .. ts ... 1t 
will !Jc apparf'nt that, if the representatiOn 
is decreased. it will make it a le~o·.t rmpos­
;-;.iblc foT anv rrian rPpresenting a \VC' ,,t l'll 
consti~utenc~ to look aftpr his electorate. as 
it should be looked after. Instc·td of domg 
Labour out of its representation in the 
::\orth ctnd West ... it should be the objective 
of the Government to give more rcpresenta · 
tion to the ,e parts of the State, seeing that 
thev comprise n1orc than half the area of 
Qu~ensland. I am opposing the. J?ill be~ause 
\Ye arc not in favour of deplTnng Lctbour 
of its representation. 

::Ylr. KELSO (:\~ur:dah) [5.10]: I cannot 
s>tv that I am surprised .1t the statements 
Jll;t fon' arc! by hon. members oppo:'ite, who 
ha ,-e -worked then1s0lvcs into a pas::non about 
this reduction, and have tried to make them­
selves believe that, for political purposes, 
the Government have certain fell ideas 'lt 
the b'Lck of their minds in order to defeat 
the Opposition at the next election. If 
the Leader of the Opposition is logical-and 
verv often he is logical-he must .•. dmit that 
l1c 'has overlooked one phase of the argu­
ment. The hon. gentleman objected to the 
reduction and said that our objective was 
to \vipe ~ut nine Labour seats, w.hich would 
make it very difficult for the Oppositwn to 
win the next election. Cannot the hon. 
gentleman see that, if that argument is 
good, we can go still further and reduce 
the number of seats to thirty? The Federal 
election" show that the bmaller the number 
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of el(•ci oratcs and the larger the area, the 
grf'aLPr our chances of 1vinning. Queens~ 
land has ten Federal seats. How many mem­
bers does Labour get out of those ten seats? 
Vvhen vou take the elections over a larger 
area st.ill, 0·ou find that in the Senate we 
generally scoop the whole pool. That _shows 
that, in the aggregate, Queensland IS not 
Labour, notwithstanding what hon. members 
opposit~ may say. They say they represent 
all 'hB \Yorkero; but they must admit that, 
if the,· represented all the workers. and all 
the 1• orkers voted for thorn, thoro would be 
precious few of us on this side of the Cham­
ber. \Ve my \YO repn"ent the workere, 
simply because we represent all interests in 
the Shte. On the other hand, hon. nwmbers 
opposite say they reprl'·.ent a class; and they 
will never be on top so long as they take 
that as their motto. If we were out to 
arrompli~h lhe objcctiv0 which hon. mmn· 
ber,. opposite ~l re strcs~1ng this afternoon­
that we want to o;ct rid of Labour members 
in order that we ina" be returned to Parlia­
ment-we have not ha]£ done our job. 
hocaPsc, if \Ye r0duced the number of mem­
bers to thirtv, it is an absolute certaintv 
that the benches opposite would be nearly 
mnpt.y. That is the logical position; and 
the Fedl'ral electinns show it in over· case. 

The hon. member for 1\fnndinghurra has 
b~c:cn airing a grievance in tho ad mi"eri­
cordiam appc Ll which he made on behalf of 
the men out \V~ est. Surely the hon. member 
does not forget that the Government of 
\\'hich he was a nH:>mber were rospon iblo for 
ce1;tain electoral legislation, and we know 
from th~ figures published in the journals of 
this Parliament the other day just how 
meqmtable was the recli :tribution that was 
made by the Labour Government. The hon. 
member ~ugge',ts that the vast areas in the 
\Vest will not gd enough representatiou. 
Let me take the hon. member's own elec­
torate. 

In ::\fundin"hurra there are 7,235 electors. 
That is a really good quota; but, when it 
comes to some of his colleagues, what do we 
find : In :Flinders there arc 3,377 electors. 
iV<> have al·c'.'<tys been hitting at that inequit. 
:Lblo distribution as regards Flinder.,. 
~1'lindcrs has 3,377 pl('(ltors as against 12,939 
1n Enozgcra and 12,b97 in Logan. I ask the 
hon. rnernbcr is that fair representation? 

Th• hon. n1en1ber kno .. ws it -~,ras hi O\\ n 
narty that was rcs)onsible for tbo redistribu­
tion of seats under which that slat~ of 
things was made possible. The Commis­
-sioners, i11 rarrYi:ng out their dutir'"'·

1 
had to 

take certain thing-s into consideration. In 
estimating the quota they could go 20 per 
,'Pn:. aboYe or 20 per cent. below, and the_,· 
h -~.cl to take into consideration community of 
intF>re~t, physic1l aspect~, and so on. Can the 
hon. member tell me why it is that in the 
electorate of Rosowood, which is a purely 
f xrnieg arc3., in the last redistribution thcro 
was a narrow strip like a flngor which 
brought that clc -·torato down past Ipswich 
,~nd included an industrial area which came 
right do1Yl1 to Goodna? \Vhy was that 
done? _\ pparcntly in order to make the 
Rosmn od scat safe for the then sitting 
Labour member. To show the inequality of 
the reprc· entation. let me take some of th~ 
.to-,ns and cities. It is in lhe towns that the 

larger number of elector;:; are situatc-d. Jn3t 
loo:;: at ihcsr~ d1spantios in tho nurnbers ~-

B-risbane 
Bulimba 
Enoggera 
Fortitude 
Logan 
Nundah 
Oxley 
Buranda 

Valley 

Electors. 
4,790 

12,294 
12,939 
6,735 

12,697 
11,162 
11,685 
6,930 

c\' hon. members know, for years WO a·cked 
the late Government for a redistribution, but 
that Government refused it. The ~'l.ct was in 
fvcc. anrl if hon. members had done their 
dutv the Act 'hould ha Ye been carried out: 
but' notwithstanding that, for yea'l'S We 
alway:, had a majority of the votes of the 
total electors, although the hon. member for 
Flinclers produced figures to the contrary--

1\Ir. ::VluLLAN: You cannot get away from 
the fact that it was under the distribution 
0 ou denounced that you won the election. 

:\h. KELSO : In spite of the inequitable 
distribution, the public of Queensland were 
absolutely so fed up with the Labour Gm·ern­
ment that we lYon the last election; and, 
notwithstanding the opinion of the hon. 
member for }lundingburra, be,_ msc of the 
splendid work '' e are doing at the present 
time, 1ve are the admiration of the whole of 
Australia .. and vYe are going to win the next 
election. If the statement made by the hon. 
member is correct, and we have done this 
l)Urposely to cut out nine Labour members, 
then we are not fit for our job. If we ha cl 
wanted to defeat the Labour Party, we 
... ould have 1·Educcd the number to about 
thirtv and then hon. members opposite 
wonl~t' ha Ye t Pen conspicuous ty their 
absence. 

The Leader of the Opposition did not seem 
to li'ke the Bill and ~;uJ. that his party \'\aS 

~·oinO' to YOto a p;ainst it; and he said all 
ti1e r~as!Y thin'{s that nccurred to him. Then 
he :sot On to unifie:ttion-he said ho ·wad a 
unilJeationist. 

:'.lr_ >N. FoRG.\X S}IITH: I nc,-cr ''1id that. 

::\Ir. KELSO : If tho hon. member did 
not sav :::o---

ilfl' .. iY. FoRGAN S}fTTH: \Vh:, do ;. ou say 
Llr--t I >aiel n thing that I did not say'! 

:VIr. KELSO: The hon. member made 
l't.:Liarks ''-'hich 'vould lead ns to belieYe that 
he is a unificationist. 

i\Ir. iV. FonGAN S}JITH: I neYcr said that. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member told U'l 

as plainly as ,,·ords could tell ns that he 
believed that the opinions of the Statd 
~hould be set aside, and that there ~;lonld 
[,,, ono central authoritv which should tell 
tlw 3t -1 tes wh:tt tht::y sh~uld do. 

]I. h. IV. Fonc '.X S}IITH: Should delegate 
( 0rtain po'.vers to the States. 

Mr. KELSO: i' hat does that mean .. -uni­
hing the whole of the Federd activities, 
'·nrl lnnding over domc,tic matters to the 
Slates, which would be like glorified shi!'O 
councils? 'rhat is what the hon. mc,nber 
indicated. L'ndcr ·uch a ·"chcnw as that 
the <Hnller State', would be at the rnorcv 
of Victoria and New South 'IV alPs. I cl::, 
not think that hon. members oppos'ite are 
f!incere 'vhon they ::;ay they believe in unifica­
tion. The.' know what the consequences 
would be to Queensland. We ha'. a a measi1re 

JJir Kelso.] 
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of indcpendenc2 now. I think we ought to 
start at the other end. '\Ve ought to get 
back a great rncasure of our forn1er inde­
pendence, and only delegate to the Fedora! 
Parliament those things which are absolutely 
national matters, and cut down the tremen­
dous cost of the Federal Parliament at the 
present time. In that way we would de.-elop 
our individuality in Queensland. I believe 
Queensland is' being !del back because ohe 
io in the Federation. Fa ne. being chainNi 
t(, a n1:1d dog like Lang~i:t rnan who has 
ruined ~ ew Sonth \V ales, dri.-en people and 
capital out of that State to Qucen,]ancl and 
Yictorla J Fancy being chained to a n1an 
like that. 

Mr. l'OLLOCK: A lot of people call :>Ir. 
Moo re a mad dog, too; it depends on the 
.-iewpoint. 

Mr. KELSO : 'l'he hon. member knows 
that some people come here from the South 
and say, " Can't you lend us Mr. ::\1o0l·e ?'' 

An OrPC··lTIOX MK\IBER: vVe will lend him. 

Mr. KELSO: Mr. Moore is the man Y:ho 
is straightening the finances here, with the 
as::;i~taucc oi the Treasurer, and he i.3 an 
example to the other States' of the Common­
wealth. Do hon. m em be;·s oppusite say the 
sarne thing ,·,f lvlr. Lang? 'lhr· Lea<.iLr of 
the Opposition was one of the Hrst to dis­
~-ociatu hirn ... clf frorn ~.Ir. L--tng. But not 
eo the D,:,puty Leader of the Opposition. 
I do nut \Vant to be unkind this atternoon, 
lis 1 mic;;h' be ruled out of orJer if I said 
''hat l thougl1t about the Deputy Leader' 
attitude iu relatjon to 11r. Lang. Thu 
Labour Party had the opportunity uf right­
ing' 1na~tcr~ Y. hi le they vYcre in office; but 
the-, SJ.·W that their only l1ope \Va:s to haug 
on by tht~ 11l"e:'!'ent ekctorav:-s ,~.hi eh 1rere 
gcn·~-rnandcred for their O\l"Il purpo.~e. 

\Ye .ne 11ow taking the thing in hanJ. and 
doing it as the. Act say.3 it .:)hou!d be done; 
~nJ \\·c arc goi11g to reduce the nutnbe:r of 
mcmL er'· Fur what reason? Now I will 
an-\YCl." the bon. mernbcr for Gr~ gory. Ht~ 
Jnadc a very ternperato speech. I feel . mnr_'. 
tiEL..; inclined to congTHtul..tte th ~ hon. 
lllClnber, but the other night he e n-::.e .r. 
nastv one on the solar nlcxus I a111 not 
go~ng to ('ongratu]atc h~irn any rnore; l ma 
gomg to let the hun. member alone so fae 
as tbro·wing bouquets at him is conceLrcJ. 
The hou. rHCinber for Gregory, in a mo 
t·'nlpcr:,tc spcecl1, s'uggestc<l that the rc;;d 
r,_ .. son \Vhy the GoYernrncnt are seeking to 
r::_duco the nurnhcr of rEembers bv ten i.;;;; 
O\ving to those people \>.-ho \Yrit~ to tho 
pa11ers-'' Pro Bono Publico/' ··.Eye \:Yit­
n<eBs," ·'A :Mother of Ten," and pcopk of 
that sort. Tho GoYcrnrnent an: 110t undulv 
Infiur-nced by paper cr;t1cisrn; but an:, 
GoYc-rnn1cnt is influenced to a certain cx.tent. 
\Yhat '"" take notice cf is the opinion ecx­
pr'"s,c:d through the vvholc of (~n~en~land 
bY ]Wople of all shades of political oDinion. 
an{} v;:hich we can get at any tin1J, bCc ~nd.', 
fortunately. we have forty-four mernbcn 
Lpres'entmg some of the be,t electorates in 
Qaeens'land, and it is their busineh-as hon. 
members oppo·ite know, as they Jo the earne 
tlwmsol.-es-to ascertain the temper of the 
people with regard to public quec-tions. qmto 
independent of ne'\ spa per criticism. ·Those 
forty-four members give us the benefit of 
their information 'vhen wo mcct-hon. n1crn­
bcrs know that the'>" did the same thing­
afld, quite outside of newspap r criticism, 

[Jlr. Erlso. 

e make up our minds as to the feeling of 
the public; and immediately we translate 
into action what we believe to be the desire 
cf the majority of the people of Queens­
land. Hence this Bill. 

\Ve are not unduly influenced by news­
paper criticism. I am not talking now of 
the sensible newspaper criticism. \Ve recog­
nise that some of the biggest bosh men 
could ever write is published in the pres·L 
It is a good thing the newspapers allow 
them to let the steam off, to get these things 
off their chests, and to see their names in 
print; but it does not count very much with 
us. \V e want to find out the feeling of the 
people, and we have the means of getting 
information as to what the Pl!blic think of 
us; and, as a result of infon11ation we have 
got, we have decided that there is a general 
desire for a modcrat~ reduction, in the 
number of members, and that ie our reason 
for introducing this Bill-not, as hon. mem­
bers opposite say, that we wish to cut out 
nine Labour seats. 

::\lr. FOLEY (Lcichlwrdt) [5.27]: AnyonP 
who has followed o\·cnts, or has observed 
what we might call the signs of the times, 
~iucc the present Govcnunent have been in 
power may easily realise why this meetsure 
;s presented to Parliament. It is quite 
evident to anvone \Yho has watched the 
happ~nings of the lust two and a-half years 
and has paid attention to what has been 
foreshadowed bv hon. members opposite that 
rhis Bill is nothing more or less than a plan 
on the part of the Government in the dn·ec­
tion of scl£-pr~-;erYation. The Govcrnn1cnt 
rcali,,e the position which confronts them. 
From the very moment they were returned 
UJ offlc{~ v,c sec thern atracking a great 
'ection of the people-the working class, 
,,-hich constitutes the majority of our citizens 
-we sec then1 making \var ou their interests 
and their standar·d of li.-ing to such an 
extent that it is now impossible for them to 
stand any further rl'duetion. It is only 
n ,sonable ihat hon. members opposite should 
pay attention to this position of the. people. 
Thev realise that, as a result of their legrs­
]atiOn and a.drninistration, the electors arc 
only waiting for an opportunity to record 
their votes in order to hurl the p10sent 
Administration from oflice; therefore they 
11~1.turally look round for a n1cans to preserve 
thcrnscl vcs. 

Ow of the first e.-cnts in the train of 
couc23 of this measure is to be found in the 
amendment of the arbitration law. Later 
on \YC had various taxation rneasurcs., which 
brought into the area of taxation thousands 
of peoplc \Yho had previous]:,' paid no taxes 
-rightly so, on account of then· small earn· 
ing canacitv. Then last session we had an 
an1encl;nent' of the Elections Act, by which 
the Government, realising the oficct of their 
"ctions on the great m"'' of the peop.e, dis­
franchised thousands of \Yorkers in the Cen­
tral \Ycstern and Northc;·n portions of the 
State. 'l'hat ~nay be looked upo!1 as the first 
sign of the times, the first indication that 
tho Go.-crnmcnt were looking about for a 
means to safegttard themselves from defeat 
at the next election. Apparently, however, 
the disfra nehising of such a tremendous 
numbE-r of nomadic vvorkcrs in those por­
tions of tho State was not sufficient; and a 
survev of the electorates had to bn made to 
s ce .,~hether it was possible, by means of a 
redistribution, to make good the deficiency. 
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Instead of 0xtcnding equita.ble representa­
tion to the people of this State by a roclistri­
bution on the exieting quota, which \\'Ou!d 
have adJusted all anomalies, the Government 
r< alise the impossibilitv of their return to 
power, and have £0 fixed matters as to safe­
guard th,,m,;dves. \Ye have now a proposal 
to reduce the number of electoral seats by 
tf'n, thereby reducing the number of par­
I iamcnt&ry representatives in this Parlia­
ment bv a similar number. Bv that method 
the Go.vcrnment hope so to adjust matters 
as to secure their return at the next elec~ 
tion. It ha" been stated by Governmr·nt 
members that, if tloey had cared, the num­
ber could have been reduced to twenty or 
thnty; but apparently upon making a sur­
vey of the whole situation they discovered 
tl:lat by reducing the number by ton a redis­
tribution scheme cou!Ll be evolved which 
\\'ould work out more effectivelv for them. 
\Ye know from hints that have b-;,en dropped 
by Govcrnn1cnt 1ncn1bers from time to tjrne 
that that snrvey has already been made, that 
the quc,tion has been considered by 
Cabinet, presented to the Government 
'ancns. and has the approval of Govemment 
members. Only the other day the Premier 
lowered himself to insinuate that in all 
probability ono hon. member on this side 
1.rould be mis->ing aft--:,~· tho next election 
The Premier has a full knowledge of what 
is likely to occur. 

The Bill is part of a plan for se!f-preserva. 
tion on tlH' part of the Government. Appar­
ently their action in amending the Elections 
Act to disfranchise thousands of nomadic 
worker:; in the Xorth and \Vest was not 
sufficient, hence the introduction of this 
me:tsure. It i · also important to remember 
that the Government have an additional 
safeguard within reach, in case their plans 
e;o amiss. \Ye have it from the Government 
l}a rty dircctorf', according to the last con­
vention held. and "" have it ham their offi­
ci·ll organ, the "Courier," that it is intended 
to reintroduce the Legislative Council on a 
reconstitute,\ basis. Any intelligent person 
who considers one event after another must 
be convinced that the Bill is purely and 
simply part of a plan to save the Govern­
ment from defeat, if possible. It is far~ical 
to sn'<gest that the Dill is introcluced in the 
intcre<t'" of economy, or that it is intro­
cluccd to give effective representation to the 
people of thio Stcte. The existing s,stcm 
provides representation as equitable as 'could 
be devised by any system. It has been 
pointed out by previous speakers that in 
1886, with less than half the existing IJOPU!a· 
tion. there "as a desire on the par( of the 
people for increased and mor~ Cf]uitable 
repr0scntation than then Pxisted. I wish to 
emphasise this point: If that action was 
justified in 1886 with the then existing popu­
lation, then th0 present systc'm provides a 
fair and equitable ba,io, having regard to 
the pr-o· 'Ilt population of approximately 
1.000.000. 

I cannot understand how the Government 
arrive at the title for the Bill, more especi­
ally as they are reducing the representation 
laid down in ihe Act of 1886. No logical 
argument ean be brought forward by Go­
vernment members that the Bill is justified 
on the score of e~onomy. \V e may econo­
mise to the extent of £5,000 under this 
msasure; but that saving will be effected 
by cutting out ten electoral divisions and 
ten representatiYCs in this Chamber. If the 

plan which the Government have in view is 
carried out, as I feel sure it will be, as 
the 1\ ... ationalist conYention has authoti8r -1 
it. the Government \\ill proceed to re-est ab· 
!ish the Legislative Council. That will mean 
an expenditure of an additional £30,000 per 
annum. The whole thing is a farce, and 
will Le viewed as such by the electors. I 
would again emphasise that this measure· 
is part of a plan arrived at by the Govern· 
ment to safeguard themselves against defeat. 
They foresaw that, given a fair chance, 
Labonr would defeat them at the next elec­
tion. Notwithstanding the restriction of 
the franchise and the elimination of Labour 
'eats which is proposed under this Bill it 
is quite possible that the plans of the Go­
vernment will he upset. 

One hon. member opposite interjected that 
the late Government retained office by 
gerrymandering the electorates. The late 
A ttorney-Gener:<l pointed out how fallacious 
that etatcment was in view of the fact that 
the present Govemment are in power as a 
re<,ult of that redistribution. I remember 
very well that the only persons who 
expresced themsdves as !wing dissatisfied 
with the late Government',, redistribution 
scheme as adopted from ihe findings of the 
commission were those members who were 
likely to lose their seats. Evm·y other hon. 
n1embcr was quito contented, and, as a 
matter of fact, pointed out to the electors 
how fair and equitable the redistribution 
was. 

The Bill provides power in clau'~e 15 to 
the Governor in Council to re<;::ort to a. cer­
hin section of ihn Elections Ad in the 
schem~ of redistribution, if it is desired. 
The Attorney~General very carefully kept 
ihat fact in the background when explain· 
ing the provisions of iho Bill. That clause 
is inserted to give the present Administra­
tion power to vary the findings of the com­
mi,sion in the event of it not doing the job 
according to the lights of the GoYernment. 
\Vhen the Go.-crmnent amended the Indus­
trial Conciliation and Arbitration Act, we 
had the mectacle of the Attornev-General 
making the public statement that the 
:r.mP-:ndPcl ~\<'t v-as not funrtioning as vvas 
intende<Ci. That gives rise to the thought 
that. if the commission to bp appointed 
nnrlcr this Bill does not function in the wn v 
the Government desire, they will invoke the 
"id ,,f the Governor in Council to make 
rcgnJat1ons to 'v~ary the recon1mendatio:es 
of th0 commission according to their likin!(. 
'!'hose are my vir,ws on the matter, and I 
intend to cast my vote against the Bill at 
CYer:v stage. 

Mr. KK''>i~Y (Cook) rs.40]: I did not. in­
J end t.J speak nt this stage, bnt I consider 
it my duty to do so nftcr listc>ning to the 
hon. member for J\Iunding-burra and his 
references to North 0ucens'lnnd, because I 
am second to no hon. member in my advocacy 
of '>" orth ~'ueensland interests. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
The hest member Cook ever had. 

Mr, KE~::\TY: I was snrprise<l to hear 
the h0n. member for Mundingbnrra sav 
that there was no development in "\orth 
Queensland. becanso I remember that the 
Labour Government, of ~,~hich he was a 
member, were in power for fifteen years. 
\Vhcn we realise the contents of this measure 
rrnd we hear the remarks of some hon. 
members opposite a bout a number of people 

Mr. Kenny.l 
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being dif'franrhi"cd in the North, on" wonders 
whcthct these hon. members know what tbev 
;.ro talking about, because if the Labou~r 
Government had looked after the interests 
of l'\orth Quecr,sland there would have been 
no occasion for any reduction in the number 
,,f members in that part of the Stat<>. V,'ben 
the hon. member ··.pEaks about this measure 
being an attack on the Labour Party and 
affecting only Labour seats, I an1 conYinccd 
,,.gain that he does' not know what he is 
talking about. 

\Ye know that during the Labour regime 
ihe ponulation of :\iorth Queenslancl ''as 
r·odnced consjderabl:.7

, and thero \Vas an1ple 
cvidcnc, of the state of stagnation which 
was caused bv the Labour Go ernment. 
Since the [Wese;:,t Government assumed office, 
there has been considerable development. 
For cxi mple, there is the establishment of 
the tobacco industry in the lVIare0ba district. 
A further examvle is the work of harncs,;ing 
!he Barron Falls~"' v;·ork which was used 

a politicdl catch-cry by hon. members 
opposite. Then, again, we know that the 
Mossman district, which I have the pleasm·e 
to rcpn ~ent, is no\v, after iifL-~en years of 
i·:olation, getting con1rnunication with Cairns 
and the southem portion of the State--a 
work that y, a? never thought of by hon. 
memb0rs opposite. \Ye know that in respect 
of the Daintreo lands there was no other 
eoc-mnunic ttion for settlers but the small 
rowing boats i,l which they brought their 
cream to market. r:ow the position has beon 
couiclcubly improved by the provision of 
road co1nmunicntion. 

Mr. POLLOCK: "\Yhat has this got to do 
ith the Bill? 

)Ir. I~E::'\::'\Y: J'\o doubt I am getting 
""·'Y from the Dill; and I shall have many 
opportunitie" of dealing with that phase of 
the qm'stion. I merely wish bon. members 
cp:JOsite 1o know that it \\a· the Labour 
Covcrnment which put North Queensland in 
the ;,o<·ition of not being able to justify the 
whole• of it rcprescnll.tion to-day, let ,done 
v- arrant an incrNtse of that representation. 
I a .. "l not COlH t'rneJ. as to ho-w this rcdistti­
bution 1-rill affl'ct nw, and I arn not av.are 
wlwthe,· the hon. mernb~r for 'l'ownsvillc 
will be my opponent, as he suggested. Ono 
thing I can guarant.,e is how the result will 
r:o in the Cook electorate. 

Mr. l'OLLOCK: If you know that, you must 
l 'lVD a gooJ idea as to ho1v the rc:di,'tribn­
tion is going. 

Mr. KE::'\NY: I have a good idea a·, to 
wlnt the people in the Cool, electorate are 
going to do. I care not whi~h hon. rnmnber 
oppositc~cven the Leader of the Opposi­
tiort~comes into the Cook elcctordc_ : I 
know what the result will be. I am. how-
-ever, d'~ressiP~. , 

Hon. members opposite accuse the Govern­
ment of trying to cut out Labour repre­
Sf'ntflt~on. The hon. member for IVLnnd1ng­
burra sta tee! that doilnitely, and in the 
next breat-h hE' said we wen' taking away 
tho representation of ;\forth Queensland. 
Who represents :'\'orth Queensland to-day? 
Korth Queensland is not n coresented by a 
maj rity of Labour members; so what is thc-;·c 
in his argument"? 'fho hon. 1neruber said ihw 
when the Labour Party was in office, there 
was no talk of separation in 1'\ orth Quc-nm­
land, and no talk of a Northern Parliament. 
It was while Labour was in office that thr ,o 

[.Mr. Kennp. 

was talk of a Northern Parlian1ent in ord('r 
to get away frorn the Labour Party; and 
!hat propaganda was kept going up to the 
time Labour went out of office. It was onlv 
whPn Labour got into power in the .FedPrO:l 
Parliament that the agitation was reviY ed. 
The Leader of the Opposition talked about 
uniilcation; and I '"'k hon. members oppo­
site what cfl'c.ct unifwation would have• on 
the l'\orth. Over 50 per cent. of our popu­
lation is situated in the vicinitv of the 
capital city of the State; and I am of the 
opinion that, if we had unification, there 
would be no people in :'{orth Queensland 
at all, as the wbolo of the population would 
drift to tho capital city, whether it be 
Canberra or anywhere else. 

Mr. POLLOCX: North Queensland is going 
to los0 representation under this Bill, and 
vYill probably lose you, too. 

Mr. KENNY: If it was for th, good of 
North Queensland that !hey should lose me, 
I would be quite willing to go. Hon. men­
hors opposite arc trying to read into tho Bill 
something which is not in it. They m·o 
vE'ry concerned about their seats. They are 
\Vondering v;hy \YC are reducing the nurn­
ber of members of this Assembly. \V c know 
quite well that legislation ah''-':VS follows 
the wish of lho people. Througbout Am;­
tralia to-day iche people aro condemning the 
co-t of governmc'nt; a-1d the surprising 
thing to me is that th~ squeal about reducing 
the number of members of Parliament 
should come from the'.·' eicc·torait's which 
arE» represnnb::d by h011. lllCnlbPrs opposite. 
It is a reflection on !he rcp1·c .cntation of 
tho-·e electorates. 

Mr. POLLOCK: \Yhy did you , .. top at sixt,-­
tFo? 

Mr. KENNY: The parliament u·y repre­
sentative has a big job to represent the out-
1~-ing portion of the Stat0. 

l\Tr. POLLOCK: 1=-on ar- nroYiding an ar~u-
111C'nt for an jncrcase :in the nutnbE:T. 

~lr. KEN:'{Y: I au not l">oviding· an 
argument for an jncrcase. If hon. rnmn­
bers opposite wonlcl snp.nort a reduction in 
the eity seats by half, :end give the balance 
of the rnpro cntation to the outlying por­
tior- of the State, I would bo with thorn. 

l'vlr. PoLLOC'K: \Vhy don't you make the 
rruotn larger? 

Mr. KE:\iNY: It is net "ssarv to ban a 
redi~tribution, because under L tho quota 
allowed in the Act the Lal"mr Part:' ilxed 
a minimum number of electors in city elec­
torate's, vd10re the population is greater, 
and in the country electorates they had the 
rnaxirnurn number of electors. 

:'vir. HYxn: :\iamc ome. 

:\Tr. KK'f?<JY: Drisba1w, Charters Towers, 
Mount Morgan, and Rockhampton. In the 
citie.s, vv-ith the densest population, the Labour 
Govcmment had a minimum number in the 
dectorah's; but in the ::'\orth, v.hore we 
vrantecl development, the electorates had the 
ITiaxinTum quota. 

I ··clmit that the last Gov-ernment '"e ' 
responsible for that; but the distribution on 
this occasion 1viJl bo done by a Conunission, 
and it will be left to tlw commission to 
,(1-istriLute the seats fairlv. 'There is a ne:f J­

sit.v to put in the Bilf a minimum under 
which they cannot go, and a maximum they 
cannot exceed, so <tS to look after those 
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plur•s in ="orth Queensland that the hon. 
1ncrnber for l\IunJingburra is so concerned 
a Lout. 

::\Ir. POLLOCK: \Yhy arc you altering t}p, 
·qnota '? 

:\lr. KEN="Y: I do not take exception to 
the quo1 :. I would like to see a margin of 
25 per cent. abon• or below the quota, in 
order !0 g-ive greater repre-,ontabon in the 
outside di·tricts; k1t we must do the job 
in the interests of the whole of the com· 
munitv: and. when realise that the out· 
lying POrtions o£ the Sta to will be protected 
b,; the nla) . .:_iulLnn aHd 1nininnnn proYision to 
the extent' of 40 per cent. over the city 
>::cat'· IYC' c.Lll se that the countrv has had 
a fair crack of the "·hip. · 

::\Ir. l'OLLOrK: \Yhy didn't you move that 
25 per cent. in your party'? 

Mr. KE::'\KY: The hon. member for 
G1·egory is trying to bait me, but he will 
wn nt t'O get up early in the morning to do 
that. I rlo not give way one iota to hon. 
rnembel3 opposite in my desire to safegt::nd 
the intl'rests d 1\'orth Queensland. North 
Queens! 1nd will be looked RltPr under t hi' 
Bill. There i~ onl~, ono thing- I regret~ and 
thar is that during the regime of the Labour 
Party ::'\ orth Queensland \Vn,s depopulated, 
and ·n· haJ not the representation that we 
haYe nt prcse11t. 

1\lr. FRY (Ii.w ilpa) [5.52]: I am going to 
ask the \ttorncy-Gcncral ·why he does not go 
furth r rhan a reduction of n1c1nbers of 
Parliamcllt. 'This Bill proYide' for the reduc­
tion cf the 11urnLer of rn0n1bPr." of Parlia­
ment and an Dlteration of the number of 
elcdorn! districts to sixty-two; for the dis­
tribnti;n of ckcJornl di~trids and to make 
proYision for the b -ttcr reprcccntation of 
11lf' people of Queensland jn Parliament'. 
'l'rha~ rai;"'ts the rpu~""tion of better reprc­
~cntation; and I take it that that will include 
the qtJe:-,tion nf c:cctivo 1\Iini~trios. If vve 
wrrnt to g-et down to rlenJocratic prinf'iplcs, 
:\linistrics ,houlcl be elected by a ballot of 
Incrnbcrs of P _rlimncnt. (Opposition assent, 
and laugh~cr.) 

If \YC are going to carry out d£ 1nocracy 
:n ]b pnresi c·s'1cntials, every hon. n1e1nber 
shcuk1 ha\ t' th< right of voting· in sec rot 
ballot for the election of MinistPrs. Further, 
in ordcT to carry that ont, there must be 
proportion ~l repr-:~~entation. rrhose arc 
things t<J which the Labour Party aro 
oppose d. \Yhil listening to the t, lk of 
hon. nH mbers opposite about delnocra"y, I 
nskui 1n'.T.~elf ho\Y rnany of these hon. lnen1-
lwr~ are~ _.;inrprn in wh 1t they arc saying. 
Onlv the other dav we had the hon. member 
for ~1\lount :YTorgin, ,\·ho \vas a Minister in 
+he L·,dJout· Govcnuncnt, :;,aying-

" \Ye. as mon1bers of Parliament, arc 
held l'e.sponsible to the people "e rep re· 
sent. \Yhat i\ the Governor in Council? 
r_C'he Co\·crnor in Council is th~ Cabinet. 
Yerv often the C<tbinet is not unanimous. 
A Callinet of ten ma:~ be divided six 
for ,we! four against. The majority of 
the Ctbinet will haw power to amend 
an Act on which their own Cabinet is 
not unanin1011"s. \Vhat is that roing to 
lead to? ·~ strong Premier \vith a 
pliable Cabinet, and probably a strong 
party, will be able to frame by.la-,:s 
c;iviug him power to do what he likes 
in recess without the reprcs0ntatives of 
the people making a word of protest or 
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he. vin 0 the right to proteet. Every 
member of this House owes a duty to 
the democracy of this State to prevent 
the Govcmmcr;~ of Queenoland becoming 
a bureaucracy. 

If, for instance, in a part; of forty·six, 
wr· had twenty.four for and twenty·two 
<lgainst the introduction of a Bill, the 
t11·outv-foue would carry the Bill in caucus. 
The Bill is brnught i'nto the House, and 
the l'<'sult i ilut those tweuty·four rule the 
balance of the sc,-enty·two members. The 
Labour Uovernnll'llt showed us so often that 
that was ;vhat took place with their party. 
lf ',"e an~ going to haYe '<l.Inocracy, let u:. 
have it in it-s pure~t sense. A reduction of 
members is purely elementary, and is touch· 
i1:g- only the surface of things. 

If this Bill is for the better control of 
Par!iameat and the better government of 
the country. let us g·d as far as we .possiblv 
can with iL I atn not supporting the 
hon. 1 .en: her for I1'a··sifern, but I 
v.ant to bww exactlv what hon. members 
opposite me 111. If th v sav that the best 
fon.n of gon:_''l•lYmt is., to ·gt_•t av;ay from 
bureaucracy, er departmpntal control, or 
government !J, Order in Council, so that 
every member of this House has the right to 
know what is going on and vote openly, 
then let us c 1rry th,~ thing to its logical 
ronrlusion. }Ion. n1ernbers rilust go tr-~ 1t 
distance. or else be silent on this Bill. Thev 
cannot -ar6ne on thi8 Bill for dcmocratiq 
pciJJCiples: the; cannot say that this is a 
negation of dcnwcracy, and at the srrme time 
introduce burcaucr[t(·y into go\rernment~ or 
p:ov~'rn b~ OrdPr.-; in Council, all of -which 
thin~ the,· did for man, vears when thcv 
were in office. It \\a> they who set the 
example. The worst forn1 ~of g-ovei·nment 
we knm\ to·d,ty ,,·as planned by a Labour -
GoYl\rnnlent. rr~wv e\~011 \\~ent so far as to 
im;10rt the proxy vote from Europe to 
c~cstroY dmnocracv in this P.tato. It waR one 
of the. worst forni; of goyernmcnt that could 
bo introduced; and it wns hon. members 
oppocite who pnt it on the statute·book. 
Y~et they now crv out again~-t bureaucracy! 

An analy,is of the SJleeches of hon. mem­
bet, o~lpo:;;ii-c rn--,kes rne feel that the 11ionc£>Ls 
of tlr Labour P, r(~', who prepared the 
ground. planted the ''"' 1, and saw the crop 
grow, 'votdd be very dl"gu::;ted c-·.:ith thr men 
\dlo now reap the incrc'at-:r~ due to their 
\Vork. The reduction of the numb· r of 
membPrs of Parliament is only a very small 
thing in parlian1entary rPform; and I believe 
that before very manv ye11rs have passed this 
Assembly will lw a very different piace. An 
Pvolntion is going on which iq going to 
nffect this Ch,,mber; aurl c·ooncr or late·" 
GovcrnnJ.clltS will find them2clve;;;; n1orc under 
the control of Parlian10nc than they arc at 
preqrnt. After lidening to hon. member.i 
opposit •. I havo < ,Jme to the umclusion that 
on Thnrsdav nc'd they will Yote for th,· 
amendment of the SccreL•,ry fot Labour and 
Industr:. in favour of co-operation, because. 
if th •y <re in faYUll' of democracy, they are 
in favour of non-r .lrt::~ government, \vhich 
mr _ens tlwt everv man who is elected to this 
Chamlw'' ha a·n equal vote under equal 
conditions. which means that a majority of 
twen('.·.four in a party consisting of forty.six 
shall r•ot control the dE>·tinies of this State. I 
am tired of listcuing to the democratic cries 
of hon. members opposite. whilst at the same 
time their actions prO\'e them to be enemies 
to democracy. 
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:vir. COOPER (JJruncr) [7.0]: Tne debate 
on this resolution has been dragged into 
:nany b3 -path_, and by· .. ·ays by the hon. 
member for Cook and the hon. member for 
Kurilpa; but I shall endeavour to bring it 
bccck to tho straight and narrow path in 

hich the Opposition de .ire it to remain. 

The rnain consideration of a n1easure s'uch 
'" this should be that of representation, and 
there is no doubt that representation is a 
big thi11g in this Bill. l;{epresentation is 
wmcthing that has grown up in th0 parlia­
r1wntu .. ry sy 0-tcn1 of this country, taken from 
the parlian1r ntary systcrh of Englctnd. 
Ilepresc:ntc-:iion is substituted presence as 
opposed to actual preeence. There was a 
Li.t11c when the actual prc'lcnco of all voters 
could be outained in the Legislature. That 
was the c.tso a·vay back in the days of 
ancient Cro~ce; but tlwse days have gone, 
am! wo have gradually come to a timo when 
\.YC ha.ve -what is known a•, reprc,:;;cntative 
goYernment; that is, a Govcrn1ncnt repre­
senting certain --ections of the peop1e. There 
c·re s·c,ne fJeoplo who bclien thrrt the Sbte 
is goyerned by a certain number of rnen as 
111011. Th::t, of course, is not the cn .. c. The 
State is governed by c: numbc'r of puple 
a~ the n 1 prescntativcs of certain s,__'ctions of 
tLc coinniunib~. Therefore, it i really a 
rnattcr of rc·;uesentation that we are to 
consider in the main, in a matter of this 
kind. It is r-ot :~ matter of men. but a 
m~tLter of govf rnmPnt in e1e nan1e of the 
nation. 'rhat tngun1cnt entircl~- upsets the 
r«)D-;). rty contention. Thoro arc people who 
r':Htt('nd that there ~hon1d be suclt a thing 
<':.., non-narty fl'overnment; but such EL thing 
is nLL irnpo~~-ilJilit. to-day; because, v\·hen all 
t-hings arc consider0d, ....-·c n1ust get do·wn 
io pf!rf> and part:"· mea" nres in ~onw way or 
:.notb01·. }IIight I remind :-ou, }'.lr. Robcrts, 
that smnc yPu.rs ago interested people rtH·orn­
mended that there should be 'mne sort of 
coalition in Queensland. ·without mention­
ing th~; na1ncs o£ either gentlcn1cn, I nt1 Cd 
only ~f!:Y H:at t-wo were mcnt:foned as' being 
the idc~tl lrn.d0rs of thi, n1overncllt. And, 
again, -, -ithout mentioning n:~_nlC'S, hon. 
wem hers 1vill ren1nnLcr that one WU'.i a 
n_•tired A~ent-Gcncr::ll and the other· was 
th~ then Premier of the St 1te. One of these 
gc•ntlmi'Cn \vas son1ey,·hat inrprc"'" .z•d \vith 
t.ho ide<t of tho neh·~papcr anrun1(•nts for a 
t:ordition: and iho first n1an- said to the 
~econd, " I suppose you h _1.YC so-en our nc.lnes· 
clowly a-sociatecl with the propo.·~d coali­
tion for the government of Queensland," 
;•nd the sccor.d rr.:.rrn said, "I haYe noticed 
it." T>,; first n1an th( ~1 said, " l\1ight \ve 
Ui~ ... ~uss tlh rnaiter ?" and tho s'pr:ond sai{l, 
''I h:ne no objection." The first man said, 
•· If 1vc n re to forn1 a GoYcrnnJent, it will 
l1e ne cv,ar~~ to ha vc sou1c ideal,) upon which 
(~ uecnsJ and is to he governed. The burning 
c)llestion of the day has to deal with land. 
A certain n1ensurc \\ ith 1Vl1ich I have been 
conncch d has been termed 'The Repudiation 
Act.' Vi'hat will be our policy in Parlia­
ment on that moa>ure of repudiation? 
\Vould you stand for it., or would I have to 
give up rnv 1dE',\S upon that point?" Then 
he said, " 'l'lwre is the matter of arbitration. 
I strong!;: beliew in arbitration: it is one 
of the ideals that th0 nation should aim for. 
How d,) you si.tL·l upon that? \V ill yon 
adopt my arbitration principles, or ·hall l 
ha Ye to jdtison them and follow you?" 
After brin~ing up ono or two questions, the 
man not v. ell versed in politics said, " I can 
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quite see that a coalition betwr,,m people 
·,;ho arc absolutely opposed--" 

The CHAIR:\T AX : Order ! The hon. 
,;·entleman opened his speech by de:ding w;th 
the matter before tho Committee, but he IS 

:now getting a way from the question. 

:Mr. COOPER: I am just using this to. 
illustrate the impossibility of representatives 
of the people elected along certain lines 
fo!lo;yinv a thing in any other way than 
on party lines. lf :vou, Mr. Robcrts, rule 
that asp~·ct of the question out of order, I 
shall probably rc,ervc it for the second read­
ing. (Laughter.) If I had been allowed to 
proceed, I would Lavo connected niceiy with 
the great thing that hampers, that is the 
''ant of sin1plilication. In all our measur<:>> 
sin1plifir>ation is the great thing, aud sirnpli­
fication cannot be obtained with a compli­
cated system. I admit that the great thing 
to be de ·.ired in this connection is cc;uality 
of representation. There are various things 
that prevent the idc al being reached. 
Eqt:alit'"', of cour~c, is an irnpossibility, and 
an approximate equality is the only thing 
that c 1n be reached. l c.m afraid that the 
Bill as outlined by the Thlinistcr doe, not 
~ivc that approximate equality that is to be 
de.<ircd, or that true democracy clc"ros. In 
that the Bill fails, in that it does not 
tiv,'1 approximation to equalitv that 
the cmwtry demands, and that has been the­
aim of all people who have dPalt at any 
great lcn.gth with the n1atter of l't~Pl'_H.cnta~ 
t ion of the people. 

Th:: L!at+-r>r o£ getting a\va.y fron1 criualipy 
of rc'prcsc_1tation and getting back to a dw­
tatorship ':c s been ably dealt with by other 
hon. LLC'L1l10rs on this side; but I would 
like to point out that the argument used 
b" the Atto1·:1ev-Gf'neral that it \Yould ~avc 
e;:pcm' is o:IP ~f ihose myths that have been 
used oYer anrl OY('r again in this Chan1bc•r. 
There is no grc-ttor hllacy than that a 
r0duciion in the nutnber of me1nbLrs of 
Parliornent iYill to any groat e>ctr>nt reduce 
the cost cf government. 

The su-.'R£1.-\BY FOR H.AILV,7 .\TS: Do you sa~ 
that lo reduce the number of members will 
not reduce the cost of Parliament? 

Mr. COOPER: I ask the I.Iinislcr: Will 
a rE'duction of members of this Assembly 
reduce .,·ailwa7 expenditure by one penny? It 
'sill not. I ask the Attorney-General: \.V ill a 
reduction of meml1ers of this IIowc reduce 
tlw expenditure of his depa;·tmmt? It 
will not. As a matter of fact, it is likely 
to add to rather than reduce expenditure, 
becausG an increased expenditure IYill be 
placed on a re~tricted number of members 
of this A8.sclnbly. 

Let n1e take n1v own case a.;;; an illustra· 
tion. I represent" a constituenc7 fairly close 
to the city, and I am, therefore, able to 
get into touch "·ith the various departments 
and consult with mv electors the same day, 
or in one or two days. Every department 
with which I come in contact is saved a 
tremendous amount of labour in answering 
communications received by mo from elec­
tors. Tbat is ono of tho big expcn,.,,s con­
nected with electoral representation. I sup­
pace that during the last four or five months, 
<luring which the Railway Department has 
been suffering severely from the retrenchment 
nolicv of the Government, I was in the office 
:0£ th'e Commissioner for Railways at least a 
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hundred times. Had I been the representa­
tive of a big constituency that was unable to 
ke~p in clooe touch with the department, it 
would have meant two or three hundred let­
tcrs being -.,,-ritten. Larger constituencies 
n1can a greatc r demand upon the depart­
n_ · Jto of this State for hon. m cm bers to keep 
in to"ch with their conotituents. 

The Horne Se<'rctary is not here, but I 
well remember the time ,,·hen the hon. 
~..!.'cnt18m<U1 \Va.3 a n1c1nbcr of the Labour 
Partv. He to1d us in caucus that bis rorn:­
'pm:Jcncc for the year averaged 3,000 letters. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTl:RE: You 
should not say here what he told you m 
caucus. 

7\ir. COOPER: He also said it in this 
Charnbcr. 

T~.d: S:F~RET.\RY FOR AcnrcrLTCRE: ~rhnt is 
.Jtogctl.cr different. 

Mr. COOPER: The hon. gentleman .aid 
lh + his correspondence averaged Z.OCO 
le tiers o.nnually. Th.t was in respect of 
the ;;:.n1a1l corJstitucncy that ·~a~ tht1n rcpre­
o::elted by t\u:" p1·cscnt }{omo Secretary. l 
~'iHl a~.san~ this Comrnitt 0 o that on the score 
of expense the State is not going to cave 
one penny be- the reduction in members; 
,.,,ther do J believe it \vill be "dded ·,o. 

Then thor0 is the other ques'tion as to 
'· h,•iher any great benefit will be achieved. 
li0n. mcm.ber~ on the Government .:de 
1 ~·etcnc1_ to bel1evo that there is 11othing 
lndckn Ill ih_ measu1e, and that there is no 
nltt'rior nwtivc for its introduction. I1 
thoro is no ultprior n1otivc, if there is no 
> ,·ing of expense but rather the aclclinc: of 
C":pcnsc. >rhy the introduction of the ;nea­
f:,Ure? :Having lookld ,'.tit from Pll rtnglcs. 
I fail to find in it that reason that we should 
haYc for the introduction of a n1oasnre of 
lhis kind. 

; 1 :~c!cc! to that is the late honr at which 
the mna;;;;urc is' introducld. In preYious 
int.roductious of n1e~lsu1·es of this kincl or 
of amendments thereof, I believe I can sav 
Jhat they were introduced nt lca>t in tl; 
~: 8ond f'C;. ,ion of the P[).rliflnlent. Tie re is 
the. closing ses·ion of the l'arliamcnt. 
\ccorclin.<r to what the Attonocv-Gcncral told 

us .. ihc cummis~'ion is ~ot expeCted to report 
·1ntll 1 t Dcceinber. It 1nav no~· h~·~ ablo to 
report untjl tho lst Fehrnal·y. \vhich rnlJ,ns 
that it, wil} prohal1h be July or August 
bcfor~ trnJ (,ovcrnmc:;t can go to th" country 
to g1Yo an account of their '""-ork to the 
(·l:ctors. Of co~Jl' :e, a pirkod comn1ission 
nnght report a week after it. was .tpuo·inted; 
but we must take the statement' of the· 
Attorney-General that there have been no 
preliminary sun·eys. ;\; othing of that kind 
has been done; nor have the three men who 
are to compo~c this comn1i.:;sion been 
approached upon the matter. I am accept­
ingo the Atlorne,:-Gcneral's' statement that no 
spade \York bas been done; thnt no man ha~ 
~·con approached; and that nobod~· has any 
Hlfl1 as to what the outcome of this comi,Jis­
sion will be. That heinf\" so, the 1st of DePcm­
ber is ind · ·•d a very quick time in which this 
con1nli:~ ion is to report. There are .:o 1nanv 
thing~ that these gentlemen must n1akc then{. 
solve.: acquainted with. For instance, they 
rnnst 111fl ko thr,rnsP1vcs acquainted 'vith the 
community of interests, with the natnra] 
features of the country. and with the various 
di,-i,ions into which this country is divided. 

The SE~m:TARY FOR AGRICULTl!RE : They did 
not t ·· ke that much trouble wLcn you were 
iu po\\.·er. 

'.Ir. COOPER: If I remember rightly, 
thcv consulL d the Secretary for _ \gricnlture, 
at ~ny rate. 

The SECRET.~I.Y fOR .\.GRICULTl:RE: They. 
L .'atc;d me qui to all right. 

C\lr. COOPEl·~: If I am not mistaken, they 
tNisultcd the pres·ent Treasurer on the 
Jnattcr. 

The TREASuRER: They did not, 

~Jr. COOPEE: I may hwo put it tho 
wroug wa•·. Probab]·.· the 'l'l":a<urer con 
suited theiT'I, Khich is ,;: different matt•·r. Bo 
that as it may, the 1st of December is a date 
on 'Yhich the comrni~ sion rnay not be abl~} 
to report; cmd, if it does not report by th:,t 
date, it rneans an extcn:-;ion of thP dgto, by 
Y.hich th matt ,. is to be finally adoptc.d 
l can s.o no possible hope of tlu Govern· 
mcnt going to the country before July 01 
po .. sibly August next. Of course, the 
Attornei-Uencral does not ,a,- that this Bill 
has boon iutroducc·d solely for the purpose 
of h:n ~!"thening the veriod of office (Jf tho 
GoYCl'l:lncnt. I cannot :sec an.Y n:ason unless 
l adopt the vie\YS of hotl. mcn1hers on thio 
:::idc; and r( a::::on cornpc1.- 1ne to accept it, 
nan1dv that there is so1ncthing ulterior in 
tho in!.~·odu::tion of this rncasure. 

Hr. BEDFORD (Warr;yo) [7.15]: This is 
a lHOpositiun , hich Yrill make an already 
city Governrne:tt L.orc and more government 
Jw the citv. \Ve have the words of that 
eXcellent t:'tate'·J:lan, the hon. n1en1ber for 
Carnuryo:n, to the cffcct-

;)fr. :\1.\XWELL: Hit him when he is not 
here l 

:1v1r. BEDFORD: I'll hit vou while you 
are here. iLacrghtei".) ~",fte~· ~,·citmg past 
this unseemly interruption of the hen. mem­
ber, who is old enough, if he is not intelli­
gent cnongh, to know better. lLaughter.) 

.Mr. Kr:LSO interjected. 

::\.11·. DEDF'OH.D: I ur.a 11~t spE .1.king to 
old gins--

The CHAIRMAN: Orcler ! Oi·dcr ! 
would clruw the hon. member's attention to 
thu fact that, "bile I am in the chitir, he 
cannot refer to hon. members res " old gins .. , 

Mr. BEDFORD: The continuous claim 
has been made from the other side that 
they n:prcsent de:mucracy. ' h1e: 1

• tlL y rnu..3t 
kno1v i::; untrue. Th': hen·,~ tHi..::;n'pre.~ei·i· d 
democra-cy very sncce: '-fully during· the last 
two and a-half :5 ears. The old talc was that 
democracv insi·.tcd 011 one vote o11c value. 
Th"t a.ltogcther disappear.s under this Bill. 
The hnn. rnerr1ber for Carnarvon-I trust 
I shall not be called upon to withclr11w the 
fact Jhat he is a great statesman-has already 
ctatcd, being well inside the Government 
counsels-that the rearnngement of the seats 
will no+ affect the Darling Dowm. N atur­
ally it has been put on th<· great pastoral 
arc::ts, which arc incvocabl,v !he property 
of Labour reprc· cnt.".tion. The old idea of 
one yoto one value vva.s kept to under the 
old echmne, consistent with tho fact that 
the man repres1mting a clistar<.t electorate, 
with his constituents far from the seat of 
Government, could not expect to get the 
same results as rncmbcrs living continuously 
round the city. That has been felt so much 

Mr, Bedford.] 
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in Victoria-the v.·holc of the State of Vic­
toria is onlv a few thousand square miles 
greater in area than n1y own elcctorato, anrl 
some 18,000 square mile, less Cmn the elec­
torate of tht~ hon. nH:~mbcr for Grcgory~-

Mr. KELSO: Look at the population. 

11Ir. BEDFORD: What has population to 
do with this fact? Population is against 
you. 1r Victoria the cit'y is cut up 
into electorates of 24,000 electors, while the 
country sea,ts can go do·w!l to 6,000 electors. 
\Yith the great railwav systelll of Victoria, 
representing an area s~naller than the eloo­
hratc of Gregory and but little larger than 
n1y O\Ll cle·.~torate, one can Sd!__, if t.ho 
Victorian ..._i_Ct i:::. nf'cc:·- ~lry in o1·der to give 
the COP.ntry pl'oper r"'presontntion, ho\v far 
thi.• Bill fails. E'ervoJJO must know that the 
duties of a rnernbc~ of Parlimncnt' on t.he 
f<, l'-\ u~tern edge of this country are irrunea­
:-:urttbly grratf>r than thnse of city mernbors. 

'The Sr.cRETARY FOR Pum.rc I~srRucrroN: 
If you had ~ city constituency, you would 
alter your opmion. 

N r. BEDFOHD: I cannot han~ a citv 
«ow:~tituency because I do not stn.r "Go(I 
Save the I{ing" oft:·n enough. rfhi~} has 
br'.!rl forcr .. J on ihe Uovernin"lJt like eycrv 

of its loan policy-if they ever ha~-l 
, 1·ho lo\vost cla·""·~ of ncvvspapcr adYice. 

coutinuall~ change t} cir 
a· they their clothes cons1-quent 

on the Iact blast of f!atuleEcc from tho 
oiiicr'3 of ncvi·.-,pnncrc;, nJ.J3tlv iuternrctc 1 L., 
1noror1s in dPpl·J::ablc l)O.:, ,_:.:,ion of printing 
pre2.Je:S. 

'I he 
kind to 
Df it. 

\ .. 'I'TORXEY-GEXER\.L: 
you, all tl•c ,amc. 

The:;' aro YC'ry 
You do ., ell out 

:\lr. E>EDFOHD: I do not do ''ell out of ir 
Tl1ere ar J newspapers and ne\ .. '>] ·:tpers, 
Attorncvs-Ccncral and Attor:neys-Gcne1·nl, 
Tr _a~ur·.·r," a11J Treasurci::l, :'nd saints and 
saint· -bnl I will uot mako anv further 
invidious < ,Jnlparisons. Part of the reason 
of thi_ gr·teral attr.ck en Parliament and 
rnrrubers of .Pal'liatuent i2, first of all an 
in£9.: iorit> e11n1plex, ,,·hi eh hates to find 'an\~­
bcdy elee in a uthol'it", no matter that th~ · 
have bcr'n l'lectcd by the ,-otes of the people. 
But the:f, Is a1'"J n general objcctJon to 
1norr1bers of JJarliain<.'nt as such, mostly voicf•d 
by the people who want to 6 ct into Parlia­
ID(;nt. Ha..Yo Uw G(.JYCl'Dnicnt ever considered 
that this 1:cwspaper ·demand for a new 
Lq:j~]<--ltiYc rouncil cornes frou1 small 
spoilers of paper and ink, who decide 
that they m .y represent the great 
voice of nobodv in an Up;1cr Houso? On 
the one hand; L v:c ha Ye the demand for 
·econotnv-v.-hich ainount',t to not'hjn()'-by the 
<''-Ittin~--; out of tt-n rncmbcrs, nine :l of thcrn 
\Yith Lnbour '.)eats; so that, as I said in a 
qu:c::tioi1 to the P12rniPt' sornc tin1e since, I 
sincerely belic·e that I describe.-'! this Bill 
properly in saying t'h;;t it was .1 Bill to 
attc.mpt to H:>dPt<..! Lubour repr0-sentation in 
ParliamC'nt without fn~~t consulting the 
t·leetors, an(1 that the propo~ition crnanatcd 
frorn f'E'rt'ain ~mall. journalists frorn Pig 
Ida:1d that Austraha should change her 
!tu b1t, wh;ch has obtained in this Staue for 
the last forty :·ears the numb,:,r of soy ntv­
hYo n:12111bt, s 1n1Ying been fixed rcalh~ 
because of the difficulty of repres•·ntaiic,n 
of outback electorates. The number of 
rnc1nbers of Parlia1ncnt \Yas fixed at sevontv­
two more than forty vears aiTO when tl{is 
eocmtq had not half its prcso~1t' population. 

[,11r. Beclfurd. 

One can 'CC that a Government that will 
yipld to nnv ,,\'"ind ho'\ve"\ er foul, -.t Govr·rn­
rncnt' that can vield to the Jast den1and from 
sowe little ra'g which only Jiyes by the 
crcdu!itv of !he ach·,•rtiscrs. and the le ad­
Ing article";, in 'vhich arc' only read b~, 
Hletnbers of Pa rlian1ent-and they are only 
read b:.· me for the purpose of making nasty 
l'f'rnad;;;:s about the gcn0ral \Vant of sense in 
them. 

:\Ir. KEWO: You arc afraid of Mr. 
HP.adin~. 

::\Ir. BEDFORD: I am not afraid of o.ny 
old gin. 

The CHAIR::\1AN: Order! 

:\Ir. BEDFORD : One can understand t·hat 
by and by parlia1nentary representution 
will Le wl,ittlcd down until it comes to the 
muega of .all these parliameutary reformer,;_ 
\Ye never, for inst nc0, hear uf any dmnaw..l 
L!J~ the rejection of the votG for the King; 
w ne ycr hear of anv den1and for a reduction 
of the Yote to the li-oYcrnor; .... _Id we noYer 
h .. ar of ~ny dc1nand for a reduction in 
rc:rard to al1 thJsc people y:ho arc so highly 
pial ~cl and highly paid because they are <ll 
the side of the \ cstcd interests which the ;c 
ra£:3 represent. V\~ e ha Ye heard no stonn 
nf annovance. Y:c have h :ard uo resentment 
ftwn the newspapers as to the action of 
L•·kin. who has Ltkcn for sorno vrars a 
retiring allo".':'ancc frorn this State, and 
t:bcn ~.\ ,;s n1arl.c a Federal judge at' the 
!J( hc3t of the Brucc-Page GoYernnlent-which 
f'll ll'),'( :-

1 as 1uany >Cluds as this Govern1118nt 
'' ould ]£ they were in oHice long enouqh-­
bnt thc:v v.-ilJ not be in oflicc long e!;ough, 
'" the Druce-Pago Gm·ernnwnt was. 

The SE,'RET\RY FOR PuBLIC INSTRucnox: 
JtJ-dgo, Lubn had nothing to thank your 
GoYcrnment for. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Lukin should m"·e,- have 
be '11 appointed to a j Ltdg-eship. 

The CIIAIR.:::I_t}..:N: Order! r1 he hon. 
rn-'nlber is 110t in, order iu referring to a 
judge in that strain. 

l\Ir. BEDFORD: This Bill is said to have 
b0en brought in fron1 the point of viL Y>' of 
f.·onornv. The nurnber of members is to 
h=~ rLdL~l -~,l frorn se1:. en_ty.-two to :ix;t..;---tv.'(,~l in 
order to n1ake c:,ornc ndrculons sav~ng. ..1. ho 
jtJea o~· go\rernn1ellt ihat COL::lists in r0duc­
in r the r•urnbcr of rnen1bcrs frmn seventv­
b'"o to 'ixty-two, then to fiftv, from fifty 
to; forty, from forty to thirty, from thirty 
to twenty, and from twcnt:· to ton, would 
probably end by telling the House that 
t ho ideal forn1 of gor0rnrnent "~ould be 
IIuncock, of l{cnown Rubbrr Cornpany 
i~C<no\vn,, vd10, in spite of Renown Rubber, 
,,·as appointed by the Government to jul?gle 
ilgure: in t.llC 1\lunga.na case-; or wo nught 
get a more ideal form of gm·ernment by 
lcs:;:::ning Parli; n1cnt~. nun1erieally and int0r­
po;-:,e bct\Vcen Gov,__'n1nlcnt::;; and the govern­
i1wnt little oligarchies of Hancock and 
\Yabh, and. mavbc, Sleeman and l'viacartucy, 
and tht1 n ir~ di~gust we n1ight have Fascism, 
a dictalor~hip. or an absolute monarchy. 

Sorr:r• lit:-]r lirno ao-o we hRd an alteration 
to th·c Constitntion Kct bv which the salaries 
of members w0re raised from £300 to £500. 
Thoro were only twelve of the Opposition 
"ho voted agaiwt that increase, although 
thev all talked against it, and they all 
tooir it. Then in 1926 wo had the incrcas2 
from £500 to £750, when twenty-three of 
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them voted again"t it, and all of them 
grabbed it with both hands. 

Let us sec what this ccOllODl "' cnrncs to. 
On the 011c hand th],,, GovcrnrncnL has slangh· 
t 0 rcd St1tc cn~crpriscs by t~Irowl:..g then1 
out at any lH'lcc because of its iusensatc 
hatred of the principle. 

As a matt<·;· of fact, thn offucd to the 
Rcno\vn Hubbt•r Co1npany for £2)0 a Vf ar 
land which they nJued at £13,00n. 'l;l8y 
~lanf{htcred ihcsc State cntt•rpri-.L'~, <tnJ 
~ :a1·tcd another wjth a derelict nwanYorks. 
ThP3 kj1lcd the Konconforrni::t couscicnce: bv 
continuing tho " Golden C.:\skct..'' evc;1 
thong h their Trcasun'r is the ·hon. 1nen1 b..:r 
fur \\T:nn1um, \Yho t'"j_'tai11ly did get .son1cthing 
bade from the l\largar.;t :\larr ::llenH,rial 
Hall ·omc month- af' ,,. the gaff v a, blown. 
Tlwy cut down tho old men's rum at Dun· 

ic 1
1. Thr-..- eut out thf' llUrscs' tea. r_rhcY 

cut down s'tute ('hildrcn by ls. a 'veek. Thc~T 
"'"' atcd the wages of the> waitress€; in th"El 
n. rliamcntarv rcfreslnncnt-rorn:-3. Tl!e · 
:. iped out all their rural awards and «ll the 
p.::u~toral nwanls until 1nnrri(•d n1c.::.-' in rny 
electorat~ working on stations--

The C'IL\IR::\L\:";': Order! I shall haYfJ 
to ask the_· hon. lllC.mbcr to rcsunH' his scat 
unlPss ho deal~ \\'ith the qnc tion bt·forc the 
Committee. 

?:Ir. BEDFORD: \Y c differ on that, bnt 
I n1nst obt•~, your ruling. Thev sp rn: 
£35,G,JO on a us lr ..; cconorni!'t. Thc.;:r arc 
th0- strrt··l·.:;,nlenlikc actions of men \Yho no1v 
want to juggle qnol· and boumlarics. ,<nd 
dl Jranchi·-c n1c11 '"-ho have ahntY.·• h'1d t 11c 

n>te in an cffmt to retain ofli0:'. · Thc-..e arc 
the action~ of rncn \Yho \YOtdcl Llisfranchi:;;c 
vctcrs ,, ho Ltve famili0s living in Char1 .. 

Yillc, fo:- instance. ·nd haY~ to travel for 
three rnon'-hs in th" year. Yet. although 
they <an :tltPr th''SP things, there is one thing 
theT,7 cannot altr,A·; t1H'\ cannot nyo]d the \YaYe 
of unpopularit.Y tl1at · j~ going to annihilate 
thrm. rrhey rnay change their 11Ull1C, just 
as the of a rtisordcrly house adopts 
other wlicll the nnlice " chivv-·" hirn 
from sub m J to wburi., ;" but it ,yj][ ,;ot help 
then1, any n1ore than in the Federal arena 
tlwir irnan:u11n~s tbat thf'ir pPr::.tiC'jou(: 
.anaernia is going to be tt~n1pora1·ily alle~:1atcd 
bv a transfusion of blood from rhe latest 
L<1bour rat will help the1n. I rc,rrYe n1:-~ 
n1orc poign8 :It rc:.narks for the second rcacl­
ir.~ of the Dill. 

Mr. KIEtW~\K (!Jrislnu.r) [7.30]: The reeo­
lution contains thc<ic tatfwr n'lw.rkable 

orcb, '·to make proYiP.ion for the 
[Jetter rrprc~-;cnta: ;on of the pcop]c of Qucens­
la.r~cl in Pa.rliarnent." It is 1110'3t :-ignlficant 
1hat, whr-n lion. n1c1nl.('l'S OllJlOP.itc ~and the 

-.>'·ith which the~- an• as:--ociatecl engage 
:uc, p~li~ical fi~·ht. they cncleaYour to 

coYcr up t11cn· a(_'tions bv :::uch ph1ac;cs as 1 
haw just quoted, 1 certainly think that thP 
prophesy uttcrul h.l' the hon. meml.>cr for 
\\' ncgo will come true. It ,,·ill not matte>· 
what alterations arc 1nadt~ in tlw electoral 
boundaries' or what other thing~· arc dol r, 
by the GoYPrnmcnt. political annihilation \\'ill 
COll1C thr•ir \\ l,Y. 

The Sr:cnETARY FOR LABOlTR AXD Jl.;nrsiRY: 
Yun were luck:; at the last election. 

KIRWAX: I wrrs luckv at the la,.t 
1 'rction. and I ha Ye been lu(<k~· at manv 
0tlwr elections. ' · 

The SEnRET.\RY FOR LABOT'R AXD Ixnc~TRY: 
~-.- C1U \\'~""Te abnormally lucky last ti1nc. 

1£r. KIR\V.\~: I am here, ancl I aw the· 
only rr-rn·c'}('ntativo ju this Chunbcr who 
cmn0 in in 1912 for the first tinH~. I lwve 
~-'en a few faces con1e to this C}wrnbe:c·, and 
1 haYP ~ern a few leave again. I shall also 
,.ee the ddc,:tt of the Socret>crY for Lu bom· 
and Indnstrv at the next rluetion. Prior 
to the la,,t "elections in Victoria the Ton" 
Panv introduced a reclistribut:ion schem~ 
haYiJ~g a s·iJnllar -·-urpo~e to that contained 
in the '·(·hPrnc now un(t'r d1::-c.:u ,.·!en. I,[r. 
Allan. Leader of the Countrv PartY \Va,, 

the Pn"'rnicr, and he anticipatCd that~ by an 
·tit~ ~·at~')ll of t ·v'aJ 1;oundaritJ and the 
J]"' ·in~.. of a (r'or' of .26,( ···~ for C'ity .r lec­
torates and 6,0, ') for the country hi;-:. part:: 
\\ould ho returned v;ith a maiorit--. The 
red1. tri0utlon \\ ·1s so nuL.ir and inequitable 
and the d,:Jibera ·-~ purpo~<' for \vhich it was 
brought f,.r'., ard \ <~" ~o p;·'t:ellt to f~Y·=-r:yonc 
in Victoria that it l:rought abont the dcfco.t 
of tht3 A11an GoYcrnrnent. 

\Vhcn the p.onlc of \ccc•nclaJ,.~] realise the 
fttll nortcnt. nf thi. the Go' crnment 
oi u;is St·lt"' wilt !nee~ a. s'ilnjlar £2Lto. 
In looking hack o.-cr t ilc politic,t! history 
of Queen :nncl it i~ r<Jthcr ~t.ra- cc that anti­
Labour Con•rnrn~··nt:-; haYC' att('L,IJled to sten1 
the on\~ J.rd rn<trch of the Labo-:_lr rnoven1ent 
in the pa·~t. I can r·--..-.ncmbcr when the fir~t 
ftft,-C'n Labour nu•n C:J,.le i11to thl~ Parli::uncnt 
in 1'~93. Onr of rhc lirst Bills dealt with by 
th"t lJ,trli·nnrnt Bill to arncnd the 
Flc·c·tion:-; Act \Yitl1 cle1ibf'x·a;n and tlYOYlcd 

paq)OSt; of di~franc ~1ising thm,c -·nJs of voters 
in \\Tc::.'tern Queen .irtnd iu a sirnilar nw,nncr 
to that. achieYrtl b:· the; pa--~~agP of a 13111 
last >ession. It wa' nnticirntccl that the 
nn1L'nchncnt of th·"' electoral ln..-v in tl1at d1n~c­
t;on would brinz :llJ .'Jt the defr1t of the 
L...t.bour n1{:n in 1}- \YC;'te-rn poL-ions of this 
State. HowcYcr, that \Yil- not th .' result. 
Ever sine(~ then V\ lwn the Oflpositc 
haYe been iu a t:lght (•·Jrner, have 
attempted to interfere with the elc,ctoral law 
of the st~tc. 

The \TTOKiEY·C:r~il:EAL: ·what !m Ye vou to 
s;r,? abont the fnet that vo~1r cl€~ct,·r~l seat. 
C'"Jntajn,, the sma]h "~ nn~:,bcr of elc-:iors in 
I3ris'bar ~ . 

::\Ir. KIR\YA:";': I do not care who consti­
tute the r0disttibution cormniS'ion. 1 did 
uot v:orrv therr1 on t.hc la~t occae-ion beZ'au~c, 
no mattn '"hat they do. thPy cannot do me 
any harm. The A Horne, -\..:c neral want'· to 
know whv the number jn 1..:.1y t''lr·r:toratc has 
been rcd,:;cC'd, and I ·vill tell' him. Thr con· 
strnction of l3arry parade was instrumental 
111 depriving rno of something in the \ 1<-:inity 
of LOOO votr's be· the rcsnmpt.JOn of a nu m bcr 
of hon.,cs in the locality. chiefly bo<>rding· 
l10nsc~. accornrnodating an a yeragc of fron1 
t"-·eln; to t1·centy propl<'. A nmnl,er of house· 
\Ycrc n?"lHned p1 wr to the condruC'bon of 
the nr:w Grcv stref:t bridge. and another 200 
to 300 clcc! ;,.,_. wPre sent ,J~out their l.>usi· 
ncs8. Tho~o two factors contrlbutn largely t.o 
l he decrea'c in ihn number of electors in the 
Brisbanr. electorate, and to son1c extent 
Recount for tho inrreas: in the nun1bo:r in 
oihcr electorates. 

Thr, S CRET\RY FOR I.Ar.or-::~ \1\D TNDrRTRY: 

It "bows the necessity for a redistribution. 

sir. KIRW AN: The hon. gentleman is 
Yery much concerned a boat a redistribution; 
bttt, if it is t.o be for a particular purpose, 
as outlined at the end of this resolution­
for " the better repreccntation of the people 
of Queensland in Parliament "-there may-

Mr. Kirwan.] 
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Le something in it; but we know from the 
n~et}lo<:h adopted by tho ldlan Governinn1t 
in Victm'ia and the Bavin Government in 
New South \Vales, and from the political 
records of the party he is associated with, 
and th' policy it stands for, what system of 
redistribution will be attempted in Queens­
land. When the redistribution scheme has 
been arrin'cl at. it will be found that nine 
or ten Labour members will be •vithout sc;cts. 
Th 1 i~ i::! why hon. members opposite are so 
anxious to brin~ about LL redistribution of 

1cctorates. Thev arc not concerned with 
oconom-v, Lecausc~, if they wore, they 1vould 
not ha~e sp.,nt £20,000, as they did quit' 
recently. That is the position. 

No one c.1n denv that a redistribution is 
necc ·sary; but, as 'oJready pointed out, there 
is no 1noro merit in reducing the YJumbcr of 
n10P..1bcrs to sixty-two th,tn in adopting the 
amendment moved by the hon. member for 
Rockhampton. To-night we had the spAc­
tacle of hon. members opposite swallowing 
their principle-:. They voted ag:,inst the 
anwndmPnt of the hon. member for Rock­
harnpton; y,-t,· '".·:hen 'v0 increased the nun1· 
her of nwmber, of Cabinet by one, thev 
contended that th~ number of rncn1bers of 
Parliament should be reduced from seYcntv­
bo to fifty. although, as the hon. member 
for Grcgor:v reminds m'\, the need for 
eronmny at thnt tin1e was not so strong a~ 
it i~ nov·. I-Il)n. 1n0n1bcr~ opposite went to 
the cl: :ors. nnd 'Jid that. if thev were the 
GoYernrncnt, in~tead of jp_Creasing the num­
ber of m cm ben of Cabinet bv one thrv 
would reduce the expense of Parliam~nt b\· 
reducing the nun1bcr of members frori1 
soYentv-hco to ftftv. J'\ow thcv have the 
-onportun1ty of pntf-inr; tho~e pOiitiral prin­
ciple. into oper. tion. but they stop at sixty­
hvo n1( mbcr:::;. There iS no questioning the 
fact. 1hot their rPason for doing so is to 
en a h! .. Hl0m to giYf' n. rnore 0ffective sv-,ten1 
of redi -tribution which is an attempt to save 
thc;n from the wrath of the electors when 
they arc ce>mncllcrl to face the music 
next J\{av. It will proba blv be found 
that, with the ex~eption of one member, 
all members on the Government bPnc]w. 
"ill ha vc their S<>n ts and electorates. 
and immodiatcly t~,~ rf'cll~tribution is OV{\r 

the Gove-rnment ran spring an e1Pction. 
lJerause, ~o far as the:v are ronrcrnrrl, pvc-rv­
thing will he ready. while nine or te>n nwrn­
lwrs on thi·. sidP will bP looking for snh 
by virtue of the fact that their nresent seats 
will },-. o),]itPrat< cl. H is rather strang-e 
that, in rloa ling ,,·ith tbi.s nropoeerl leg-isla­
tion. th0 "f'on!'icr " sa irl that po·•oihlv fiyc 
seats ir the \Vest. thrN' in tho coashl belt 
in thP North. anrl nossihlv two in the f'f'n­
trol rlistrict wonlrl be aff0ded. 

Mr. H. 2\!I. RuSSELL: What do they know 
about it? 

Mr. POLLOCK: The Premier has dropped 
a few hints. 

Mr. KIR\VAN: The "Courier" seems 
to bo able to get sorne inside information 
ns to the intentions of the Government. 
Quite recPntly, when the GoYernment caucus 
was discus·;ing the rc-esbblishment of the 
Upper Houso, 1he "Courier" on the morn­
ing followinr; the decision said " These are 
our ideas. That i,; th0 wa~ the matter 
ought to be fixpc] up." F.arlier. in tl·c rlebatc 
the hon. m0mber for Toombul interjected 
something about "poetic justice." 

M1'. H. M. RusSELL: I\ emesis will overtake 
you yr·l;, 

f .l/r-. il·i1·wan. 

:\Ir. KIRWAN: That is what could be 
t·xpoctC'd from the hon. nwmb·:r, who, in 
this Chan1ber, last' se,sion preferred to give 
yotes to brick and mortar rather than to the. 
men and women of this city. He assisted 
b ,. his vote to depri.-e hundreds of men and 
":omen in th1s citv of their undoubted right 
a-; citizens to exercise the franchise in the 
lucal 11uthority ck"ctions. But if a wo1n.an 
had a 12 br 12 room in the T. and G. 
Building. the hon. n1crnber for rroornbul 
wonld giYe a vote, not to the 1,\ on1an but 
to ihe room. If that wmnan had a house 
at A·, ·>t. she would be entit:led to another 
vote in respect of that. I remember the hon. 
rncrnl,~:r addrcssinf. a n1e~ting in his own 
electorate, and saying that one result of the 
1Jt::'raticn~ of the lllU!licipal franchise would 
he the 1viping out of tlH Labour Party in 
tmuicipal politic. \Yl:at happened? Out 
of fourteen I\ ationali· ts 1vho stcod for elec­
t· 8n thirteen \\ere c :::nsigned to political 
obli,·i0n. The dcfeatPcl Xationalists cont· 
plaincd most bitterly of hon. membc~·s oppo­
site. c-;ho, they s<tid, 1\'Cre responstble for 
bringing about a chn.17-ge in public opinior:. 
At tbo first optJortumty the people of tllls 
citv rlcdt with the ?\ationolist Party in the 
effcctiYc "av thev did. The 'extraordinary 
fa t is that 'the only hon. member who had 
th" courage to support a municipal canJi~ 
clat2 'vas th0 hon. n1en1bcr for Enoggora 1 and 
"'llderman Lanham, th~ candidate concerned. 
y;a' the onh N ationaliet who won. Some of 
the rcmarl~s of the defeated Nationalists 
•:;ould not bear printing in a re;pc~table 
journal like the "Courier.'' 

Mr. KELSO: They were not I\ationaliots. 

~Ir. KIRWAN: Just imagine the hon. 
n1-"mb0r for Kundah r 11deavouring to repu­
d: ·te these men! Sun•ly the hon. member 
would admit that ex-Alderman. vVatson, the 
then Acting Mayor of the city, was a 
Xrrtionalist! 

:\Ir. KELSO : He was not, endorsed by the 
?\a tionalists. 

:\Ir. KIR\Y AN: I do not deoire to be 
drawn off the main prin6 ples of this Bill ; 
hnt I 1n:1 ,, ~.av that on one occasion the 
prese11t Speak~r of this Parliament, the 
Tr0amrer. the hon. member for Warwrek, 
and the hon. member who has just inter­
ioeted were expelle-d from the Nationalist 
J'arty, and IYCre generally known as "The 
Rump.'' The hon. member for Nundah 
would 1oot' surelv consider that he was any 
less a good N'ationalist on that occasion 
than cx-Ald0rman \Vatson was at the last 
mu·· icipal election. I shall rucrye any 
further remarks on this Bill until the second 
reading stage. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrcy M01·gan, J1furill<i) [7.~3]: ~t 
i' amusino- for one who has heen m thrs 
l;n·liament as long as I have to listen to the 
,qnoalin:;: and the squirming of hon. mem· 
bcrs opposite, knowing what I do know of 
i·he red-istribution that took place during the 
!C'rm of the Labour Go.-ernment. They 
appointed a temperamentally fitted Commis­
sion at one period. Why did they appoint 
it'? Because at the time they only had a 
n• Ljority of two in this Par!iame11t and were 

fr 1id to go to the country without a rediS· 
tribution that would suit them. They got 
the rcdistrihution, but they ignore~ _tho Act 
"·hich W>~S passed. \Vhen the provtswn con­
cerning the 20 per cent. above or below the 
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qucta wa·, put into the Act, it was with tho 
id .a of JWOtccting the country electorates. 
so that the city and suburban areas would 
not have OYer~rcpresent.ation. I am one 
of thos'' \Yho think that it is only right that 
there should be a larger quota in the city 
and larger areas in t·he cou:1try. \\'hen the 
redistribution to which I haYo referred took 
11lace. it was found that Brisbane, cn1bracing 
on2-ha1f square mile of country, haJ be­
tween 5.000 and 6,000 electors, while an 
r lec:tc a to such as n1y OIY11 and others. 
l'l rb11cing 18,000 to 22,000 square mile, of 
<:oumry, had 1,000 more electors. IIoH. 
members opposite complain that the Bill 
WEJ are introducing will make a few little 
alt ratio:.cs practically similar in every 
respect to vdud_: vvcre n1ade prcYiously. 

The laot redistribution under the Labour 
GovcrnrrL nt \Yipcd out five farn1ing elec­
toral< •.. lf \Ye take the different eleclorates. 
-V· 2 tlnd tb:J.t in Brisbane, Rockhan1pton; 
'l'ownsYillc. and other citv eh doratcs the 
numb,__,r of electors is 20 pc;r cent. b0low tho 
quota. \Yhcn \YC cotnc to the farrni11g f·1ec­
toratc:c:-and it is \Yell l::no\Yn throughout 
Au- tralia that, generally spc=tking, farnting 
0lectorates do not support Labonr-it is 
fonnd that in manv ca'<es the number of 
electo:s is much ab-ove the <]Uota. In the 
f. r-w~etern portion of the State, \Yhich is 
prac lcaJly \vhol1y !'€'presented by Labour, 
the r_umbcr of electors again is 20 per cent. 
below the quota. I haYe no objPction to 
thosl' fa r-wf'stcrn electorates containing 20 
per c~nt. below the quota; but hen. mem­
br•rs orposite rigged the electorates, and 
now they are squealing and complaining 
that \Ye are going to do the HlllC thing. 

An 0PPOSITIO:-:r NlE~IBER: \Yhat are you 
eon1plaining about? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
I an1 <.Oinplaining bccau~ e one hnn. 1'"!1CHl­
ber f'Cts up and ch1ims that there ;-hould be 
equal representation, ancl that all yotes 
should be of equal Yalue. Ilc rcprc·:cnts a 
city and ~nburban electorate. Then \V8 get 
anotl· .'r n10rnbcr of the samo party rep re~ 
ser;_ting a far-1.Yrstern elcetorate clain1ing 
that there should not be one \"Oto one 
vahk'. Poroonally, I approve of tlw prin­
ciple that all Yotcs should not be of the 
same Yalue. If all votes wore of the same 
ya]ue, you might as well hand m·er the 
whole of the government of the State to the 
cit.v and suburban areas; but this Bill llro­
vidc '· as was tho case from 1910 to 1923. 
for fair representation for both the cities 
and the countrv. In the redistribution 
l!nrlor the 1910 A~t tho spirit of the Act was 
adhered to. and city and suburban areas 
were cut up into eloc torates containing 20 
per cent. above the <]uota, "·hi!st scmi-citv 
ancl counh'o' areas, which might inclucle a 
town containing 2.000 or 3.000 inhabitttnts 
and a certain portion of country lands, were 
cnt inlo clcdorates containing the quota 
of voters. and the Ja.rge western electorates 
>'"<'re below the quota. The Bill provides 
for three classes of electorates. nNl if the 
redistribntinn is made under "th~s~ condi­
tions and is n1ade fairly and Sf'!Uarcly, \Ye 

shall have nothing to complain about. 
linforhnatelv. that was not done under the 
Labour Govl'rnmcnt; yet hon. members 
oppo:::itn arP now squeuling because some­
thing is going to bo done to bring about 
a better state of affairs. Lot me prO\"e what 
I contended in regard to this matter. On 

31st December, 1930, according to the o!!icial 
figures, Brls;;bane cor:.t'aincd 4,742 electors. I 
do not think tho hon. member for Bri,bano 
has one State school in his electorate. l do 
not think it has been necessary for him to 
go to the Department of Public Instruution 
oorcr• dnri11g the \Yhole of the time ho has 
bren a n1cnber. ThE'rc i3 no 11ecossity for 
him to go to the Department of Agricul­
tnrr., n ;r to the Department of Public Lands. 
t'rcamP he lns nothing to> do with them. In 
fact, there is no department except the Hail­
'' a~' Dcpanrncnt that the hon. member for 
Bri.sb~ne is interested in. 

Tb ""'n \Ye hnYe the big n1etropo1itan papers 
lnuding Dri·~b~lEC', land vointing out con­
i 'nu .lly "·hat Brisbane should get from 
Parliament. Then wo havo the Brisb11nc 
City Council looking :cftor the Brisbano eiec, 
torntc, and attending to the roads, bridges, 
n,nd strr~ts thr:-re.in; but notv;i.tlF,tanding all 
tnat represcnbtJOn and the mllucnce the\" 
r m bring to bear through tho press and 
through the C,itv Council in other \vays, 
there -arc only 4.7~2 electors in the c1,'2tOl'a'i:.e. 
Is that fair? Can hon. members opposite 
jrHify that? (Opposition interjection.) It is 
a s~anclalous stD tc of affairs, and the quic·ker 
it is altered the better. "\Vc know that there 
has been a little fluctuation &incc the redio­
tribution in 1912. but Brisb:me never had the 
2J per r~nt. n1argin above the quota. 

Let. me now deal \Yith countrv el•dorate·_. 
The Burnctt is a very larp-e cl8ctoratf', con­
si~ting principally of fa'l'nl 'r._., On the sainC' 
date it had 8.168 electors-almo't double the 
number in the Brisbane ele."torate. Can 
hon. members opposite jmtify th<1t" 

2\Ir. I'OLLOCK: That is hn years dtcr the 
redistribution. \Yhat wor" their numbers 
\vhen the la't redistribution was made? 

The SECRE'L\RY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
"When the last redistribution was made the 
Act provided that the city and sulmrban 
electorates should contain 20 per cent. above 
t.h0 quota. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: ::'\o; it caid they could con­
tain it. 

The SECRET.\.RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The Act does not definite],, sp0cify it; but 
that is the principle which has been carried 
out. Everybody knows that the reason wh,, 
the provision as to 20 per cent. below and 20 
per cent. above the quota was made was to 
enable representation to bo giyon to the 
·parsely populated centres. 

Then take Charters To\\ ers, which at one 
time was a fairly large town, practically 
comprising only the town area. On 31st 
De~emb0r, 1930, with the surrounding dis­
trict, it only had 3,922 electors. Against 
that Cooroora. a country electorate, contain­
ing practically all farmers. h:1d 9,129 
f'!ectors-100 per cent. more than Charters 
Towers. Fortitude Valley, another electorate 
that is part and pare,] of the city of Bris­
bane, containocl 6,649 electors; Nanango, a 
farming electorate, 7,393. Paddington, a 
city electorate, contained 5,950, as against 
Wide Bay, a count•r:;- electorate, with 8,842. 
Again, the city electorates of Rockhampton 
and Townsville had an enrolment of 5,315 
and 4,847 respcctivdy, whereas in Too­
woomba, a farming centre, there were 8,224. 

Then take the Murilla electorate. At tho 
tim" of the election there were a little over 
6.000 voter-. but at the time of ,-.·hich l 
ep ak. the end of last year, the number or 

Hon. Godfrey Morgan.] 
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• oters on th~ roll was 5,2'55. Murilla is tho 
-.ixth largest electorate in Queen .lanU~ con1~ 
prising ju.,~ on 20,000 r:;quarc n1ile:c; yet, in 
spite of that fact, it v;ill ban; to take in 
~~t\liiional countr,,. in ou1er to bring it up 
to tho 20 l"'r C< nt. below th0 quota. It con­
tains UO\\ 1noro voters than the citv of 
Bl'isbane; Lut 1.000 Yoters \Yill have t"O bo 
added to i· in ·order to cOlllilh- with the 
"l'O\~i:jons of this Bill. Although in size it 

an1ong, t the biggest o1cctora-t-:: ·- adc!itional 
countrv ":ill hav _, to D" addo<l to it. ju.-. 
as adLlitional cz_untrv \, 1U ha Ye to be added 
to other d .•ctoratcs 'in mder to bring abont 
the divi::ion of the Stah~ into sixt;~-b';-o olrc­
toratt '; but, m long the distribution 
takrs place in a fair aEd s;-~nare rn~-nlncr, 
there is no rc~lSLn to cornplain. 

An 0PPOSJ'f'0)[ ?>lc>mm: \Yho v:ill b? on 
the comrni ,si on~ 

The SECREL\HY FOR HAIL\VAYI:l: 
\V c do not k11ow \,·ho the con11ni~sjoners \1 jll 
be; hnt there ha'" ne .~vr bc"'n an election in 
'\Y hi eh old rE'pn "i·~ ntati 1 es' ha YC not gono 
to· th,. '· That will happen ag.-,in. I have 
s1 ,,n a fL·w el( dions-I thi11k there are only 
four or fiYe older mcmb,'rs in the House 
tl!dn I-and 1 hnYe ll('Yt_'l' kE0'\\'11 ell election 
·,here that cl id not ha]l)Wn. 

l\lr. DrxLOP: Did vou nut Yote on one 
,ion for i,ft IECL,llJCl'S? 

The 3ECH:.:TAHY FOR IL\IL\L\YS: 
The hon. nH~Jnber quot· cl fron1 Lt VPl'Y gooJ 
~pe.:ch "ihiLh I n1adt> on one ocf'n,sion. 
I Laughter.j On that oe{':te'on I did ad\'0-
cate iift:.,r 1ncrnburs, and I did ~o honC'·,tly; 
}Jut. when I Latter:-:;; ~ orne before a party, ono 
un1~t be sati~fil'd hv -;~:hat is done bv the 
majorih·. :Vly v-in\: may .. till be that fifty 
ai'P suHicicnt; Lnt I :Llll ono of those who 
be1icYe t hu7, '\ hl'll '· c go into a part,;· lncet­
ing and decide upon a pnrt!eulnr DH~a nrc. 
1vc should be prc•pan•d to stand h" the 
dccis1o11 of the n1ajority, nob;1th~tandins the 
fact thot. my J artY is not a pa1·tv , hich 
\Voultl he lik( h· to make it '\Ynrn1 for anv­
ho<h who did 'not. \Yitl1 th0 hon. 1l'l·'11t:•r 
for· Roe \hampton that half a 
loaf is better than no I am also like 
the hon. mc·mh<•r in this rcspc<"t--I admit 
that, 1vhe11 I cmne into tl1i:-3 Ch,,Inbcr as a 
:-ouns· rncmbcr. I thought I wa::-: going to 
turn il1e wholP place upside rlo\vn. 
(Laug-litPr. \ But I had not been here for 
six month" before I n .tli,rcl that I was' 
r-11!? one of >evcntv-tv ., and that I heel not 
as vnnwh politic l. in An~ 11CP :;o;: man:v other 
hon. nH~rrllwrs. \V c• oftj n thjnk at first that 
1Yf' arc going to do \vondPrs._ Ltlt VI· find 
t1Hlt ,ve cannot. and y·p hcn·c to b0 rontent 
with doing onr Jew] best. The' Bill thnt 
it is propo.srd to introduce will be practicall~­
on all fours ,vilh another mf'a~llrc lntrodnt £'cl 
for n ,,imilu purpO'''· A commi~sion will b,. 
a~opointcd to view the matter from ,all 
n'pccU. All I de 'iro is a fair and equarR 
1'(_•c1i -tribntion, and thc.t is all that is desired 
by the Government. 

Mr. STOPFORD (.liount Jit ·rt'tn) [8.01: 1 
do not know whv the Sf'crctary for Rail­
ways occuniccl the time of the. Committee 
nt all. All that lH' desires is a fair rPdis­
tribution of ekctorel 'ctt,. He quoted 
figures to Rhow how th0 positicn in Qneens~ 
land has altered since the last redistribution. 
Withdraw the Bill. and we are all of the 
one oplnlOll. y,;--e all wa11t ,_t redi&tribution 
of seats. \Ye qnite realise. as those who 

[Hon. Godfre:; Jlorgan. 

'Yent L0fore us realised~ that in a St. a tc like 
Oncensland whore the populatjou varies, 
v~hcro new irnlustries den_lop and old indus­
tries c.eelinc, that a rcdi~tribuiion of elec­
toral u'::tts antornaticalJy bccornes :nc..;cs~ary 
in onJQr to meet the sitUation, and to cnc~ea~ 
vour as far as nossible to retain the quott1 
laid clown in the Act. 

rrhe Secrctnr:,~ for Rail··~·nys h:1::: ach anc·~cl 
no nrgurnent in Lu.~our of ihc reclnction in 
tlw nnrr1ber of mernbc1·;-, con··±it.uting this 
Parliament. Ho stated Lat the Gon;c·nmcnt 
\";ere justified 111 providing- for an alteration 
of pjc,•toral boundaries, l :eau .. " the Brisbane 
electoral disb·i, t conLincd some ~,000 elec­
tors Vi hilst a countrY electorate coutained a. 
number of electors in c·-:ce ; of the requiro­
Jnent:'i of tho -~et. Tlwre ib no nocJ for' 
legislative aetion to n·n-cJy ihat an:>nlaly. 
The Elections _.Act cnabL:; the Co-.-ornment 
to appoint a commic'ion to rodi4riLutc the 
boundaries at stated int1 ~·vaL ,_:ithont con­
sulting the llous-' at all. 

;\Ir. KELSO: \Vhy did o'Olll' GoYcrr;ment 
not do it? 

:VIr. STOPFOHD: Tho Labour GoYern­
ment clid do it. I think iho Elections Act 
vcas p;,·:scd in 1910, aml a r~cli,ctrilnltion of 
seats was made. In 1922, aticr the expua­
tion of a period of :·_lJont ten ~year~~-th1ut 
i-, thC' recogni·Cd penod-the Lab~l_ll' _go­
-..-ernrncnt earrH~d out a furthe:· rCCtlStl'lbU­

tion; so tln1t the Government are doing 
nothino- 'vrono· in sn{rge:-ting a l''.:distribution 
of scat5 at thi;; st~g ~ Long before tl;j"i 
Parliament was consnltccl, and \Yhen the 
Gon.>rnment's broken promi~es b01:rJ.n to show 
clearlY the writing on the , .. all. the nm~~"­
paper,s supporting hou. rnclubcJ. :.~ _ opposlt~ 
in:-:;istcd upon the GovernrnPnt gn·u~-:., _eff~·::t 
to somcthin,; that they could do wlthout 
con -,ulting P .d·llamrnt. Those ne\\ :::papers 
ha ye urged the GovPrntn~nt to gcrr;·n1ander 
th0 electorate.< of this State. They ha,·e 
insi~tPcl nnon tbc Gov, rnrnPnt an1cnding t]~c 
constitutiC:n of this A~EPH1Lly E·J that_ then 
narty maY haYe a bPttt'r op; ortnnlt;'\~ of 
(.-:'-•aPing the re- nlt of tht ir 111alr :=hninisira~ 
tion. \Yh£'·~· th(' ..._'\_ttorney-Gt':lf'r,d ro~e .. I 
0xpcclod come jnstificat'on. other th:m the 
lanw exctH'' he offcn'd on lhP plea. of 
cconomv. that ,,·ould warr .. nt thi' House 
sayillg- 'at this particular period, ,,.),~n the 
people of Quecnslancl a'"' lookmg for an 
onportunjty to judge his GoYrnJ_nH:nt on 
the pron1is0s they Jnade and on .then r:cc?m­
plishment. that wme real nece· sJty ]WCYalled 
for the imp0nding act;on of the GoYernrnent. 
Tc hns hL•e>n ~hoV\n c1r'rtr1· thnt ll1flll,\ ,"t ·-trs 
ngo, "~hen the pclpnlati 0 n of this State ,·-~s 
half what it is to~d·n.', the Ptrf'ng-th of th1~ 
TTon;;;p '\\-3.~ 0qual to '"'h-,t tlw GoYennnPnt 
nrl? nOY\~ ath m;"'ijng to rC'dnce the nnmbcr 
of nwmrwt·s of this Assrrnlll•· to. 

Th, Scrret::uv for Railw.:L\.~ inforn1cd us 
tho t lw object eel to the var_v1r·' quota' pro­
yidPd fol' the oih and conntl',\' e!. ctom_tcs. 
nncl saicl thnt, whilEO h0 \':a.s in opposition. 
hcc cttcmntecl to ha ' ilH• qnol ;s vanec1; I 
h0li•'r that l10 is honc·-i Ill nlrllnng tn~t 
~tfdf'rn0nt. and that lw i:-:, nl-.;o hone· t 111 
l.H'li,.,,~ing- in one votf1 o- r -._-alue. In a coun­
tn- like Oneenslan<l which has so manv 
~c:t..:on l inC1nstri,·-; tlH:>rf' nr·~ c_rLtin period~ 
of thf' YC'Hl' ~,:hen th· v:ork0rs gra'iiiate to 
the 1'itl0s. thPrC'for0, i here must. he a J?re­
ponclernnrf\ of YotPrR in the citi0:;:; ; ~ again.st 
the ccuntrv. ·what ;, to oycrconw that evd, 
if an cYil it be? The GoYernmcnt hav0 
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dcflEitcly carrictl forvvard the smne quota; 
:mcl, if we arc to accept the forecast of the 

c~s being corre·~t, nino of the ten seat.3 
will be dispensed \, ith will be La Lour 

o•eot It is a matter of extreme import ·nee 
to L.~- 0lcr_torate and to the ek~toroto repre­

by the hon. member for Rockhampton 
majority of tho.o so; .. t' will come 

J\:orlh and Ccntrrtl Queerdand. 
'· h·c [ c~tnnot undcrs: ·111d tho hon. 
for' Rockham]Jton acking for a still 

f~n·tllL_._' rf'c1nction in i-IH; rcpn ,ont:·tion cf 
Xorthern and Central Qw ·"nc.land. 

:\Jr. DTTNLOP: I haYe ... 1\ya·s stood for 1. 

l'otluction of member 

1\Ir. S'l'OI'FORD: The hon. member may 
•:o 'o: but I caunot undorobmd how he 
adYoca+rs the reduction of n1en1blrs on one 
oc, a:-;ion and Jel'enira1i~ _Ltioll on another. 

:·1r .. Du~LOP: I c]., not belieYc in cutting 
oar lllll•~ L.1bour eat . It ·would be fairer 
if f:vc :Ni1tionaliot.o and five Lrtbour seats 
'''£'Tc < ·1t out. 

:0!!'. 8TOPFORD: Tho only plea put for· 
wa rcl by the Attorney-Genera 1 for this Bill 
-,, lS that of cconomv. \Yh"n 1ho hon. genUe­
fJ1lan .was. speaking .111 South Brisbane during 
t 11° elc~hon car~]lal_Q'n hr had a ln ~_,in ·wave, 
'·1d '11d that, 1f l11s pa1-ty v. erG returrh~d to 
J101•C',I', th<y vvo_nld n)dt~C8 the sn1arir,_, o!" 
nH·J)Jbc•rs of Pal'h::tment. rtncl that the £18.000 
sovmg thus effected cctpitrtli•-ed at £360,000 
would /'rnplo:l_' 10,000 moll. It is a coincidoncn 
thrrt t.1c .""LYing- propo_ .. d to l1p cffectcJ in 
the salarJcs of hon. mo'"'bors is about the 
last of the ;\fllll[(anc ca·e. The £18.000 
~<1vi:1~ ;ff?ct~f'd .~here is g-one. and we have 
~lo 1(':-.n;t trom Jt. To-da·- 1ve 8rf~ told t~1at, 
1f \YC. reduce the IJnmbPr o: Incmbpr) by t(n. 
ancl m tho prrcc'' deprive Ouoeush;Jcl of 
L/o t. able rcprcse:n( atiYrs like ITI\':)cif~ 
(1.;ughter)-w0 ~hall C'ficrt a certain a"n1ount 
~f ccono1uy .. I fail tc: ~-0e v·hc rt~ tlu1t ad ;·an­
( age comes 111. I YlC'"\Y thj-~ 1na-<-ter InPrch· 
as an effort on the part nf the Governm0~t 
t~ t;'c the m'.'chincry of Pnrliamr • t to escape 
tten ans,venng the samo tribunal that gav0 
LlC.:.Ll n mandnte to cntee .Parliam::nt and 

for the m. The Govcmment as~umed 
on -, r·ry clear-cnt plodt?'t . 

The AnoRKEY-GENEtlAL: Rodi.•tribution of 
c·lo<·toratcs v:as one of tlwm. 

J\I~·· STOPF011D: Bnt there was no sug­
g-',t:on of . a reduction. The GoYernmeni 
rrade certam promises to the electors ancl 
th2 clc :tor;;; in the constitut·ncics n~\V in 
lcrcc placed emphatic f'<modcnce in them 
nnd p~ssod a votp of ltO confid0nce in us: 
~he (,o.verumcnt have been administering 
t 1e affans of the State for tv. o vcars'. :\o 
one CYor !hought that we would e.cape a 
r,•thstrrbubon of seats. became a Federal 
c·•·nRiu was close at. hand. Pers'onallv I 
rnn;i~Pd the chang~ in my electorate~~' u:S 

;.,ucn_ t~at. C\-en w1th srYcllty-bYo seats I 
·would ~lG runon~~':"t tl:o "also rans'" vvhen 
"· red is' rihution took plac0. 1 had no illn­
tlOD' or h<~artbJ~rning, nor hrt-ve I to-clay; 
but the pn:nbon 1s that hon. n1c1nbcrs on the 
Government side, fearing the wrath of th0 
people and rceo,:;-nising that the rcdistribu­
t;on made by Labour was a just ono (Govern· 
ment ;aughtcr)--

Mr. DL.\CKLEY: Do you seriously suggest 
tlmt? 

Mr. STOPFORD: Can the hon. member 
cl10w me ono part of the Bill dealing with 
tho machiner\ of redistribution of S

1cah 
El part fron:1 t h(' reductiou of rnmnbcrs that 
clid not Pxist -when the previous ;;ITlCrJdrnrnt 
\Yas nrade? The GoYe-nnnent hu ·(~ not 

the rnP.rgin of 20 per cent. so far a:~ 
and country electorates aro concerned. 
Government r:;.~u~t recognise that a free 
unrt :trictcd hand \Vas given to a con1-

rui:sr-:-ion appointed to redl::;trihute th·; ckf'­
toratcs. and that under that distribution 
they --w-crc- given pov. Pl'. If the Gov{ rnrnf'nt 
rEerelv can·icc~ on the work ns the APt 
ptesci:ibE's', and, b~,~ executive n1inute, 
nppoint:--cl a con1n1ission. i he:7 v-..·ould have no 
chance of being the Govce11nwnt But 
they have 1ajd th0 ground an 
arnenchncnt of th0 Elections \Yhieh 
1nakc.s it, possible~ fol' a uwn; narnc i_o ho 
,,\ruck off tho roll if he goes to an intcr­
Jnith•nt relief can111 nncl 1·-; absent for one 
1nonth. 

Tl1c ATTCRXEY-GENEBAL: 1.-ou 
impossible for him to be tukcn 
\Yas in anothPr State. 

mad; i~ 
off if he 

Mr. STOPFORD: I \vould rather bo 
::;uilty of that tlwn of the charge I an1 
levelling against the Government. If a 
nwn lea 1,-es Dri~hane to \\ ·'H'k on intermittent 
rdief work atJ s·av, Hc,·1chffe, and he i 
pJ::, ::•nt for a rrwnth. hi..; nauw is removed 
from thr> roll, alHl the i olice get twopence 
for doing lt. That rnn_u c__ Jnnot bn cnr,)Hcd 
again until he i~ re idcnt for three 1nonth ~ 
in the localit'.' to which he !J,,s gone on relief 
"ork. Unde.r the intermittent relief 'cherno 
it is most unlikely that he will be allowed 
to sta v for thre month_ .. so that ho ha·. no 
chancC of bccorninr:s enrolled as an elector. 
g,·cry nomadic work<'r is going to be gerry­
l!oEtndcrcd off tho rolb by the alteration of 
1 he Elections Act' pa·.' eel by the )lrcsent 
{ }ovcrnnH~nt. I]'_' he GoYcrnmcnt are not satis­
lkd to truct the people \cho trusted them. 
The:<' cannot go to the people and -,:\Y, 
·' Judge tu on t.he v.-ork we have done since 
!a-t \\e aJ'lpc<tlul to you." 

At 8.15 v.m .. 
:.Jr. 1\IAXWELL (Too/rOW!), one of the p'lnel 

of Temporrtry Chairmen. relicYcd the Chair­
nJan in the 1 hair. 

Mr. STOPFORD: The:.- w.mt a clw'lgc 
from a co•nn:on to a -pecial jury. They 
\Yant a jury strtckcd so that they can g;et an 
a lit ration of the 0lectoratcs that will return 
them to this Honsc. This Bill is ono of 
rn.tuv action;::. charactcris'tic of the- Govern­
ment of the chy, \cho recognise they haYO 
not fuliillccl their promises to the people. 
aud tlwv fear the \vrath of the pceplP. 
rrhun" is~ 110 need, and there is no justifica· 
lion for the Dill. 

Side lJV side with this plea for economy 
comes an~ther attack unon the democracy of 
this St>tll'. That is the introduction of a 
S<·cond Chamber so that, even ii thp, people 
in their wr>tth i11'C able to destro'· thorn as 
a GoYcrnlnent, the appointed Cha.n1bcr may 
nullify tlw effort·· of der,wcracy for years to 
come. This Dill is' clear evident·' that the 
GoYernmcnL .ceing the writing on tho wall, 
nre afraid to go back to the peop!e to whom 
thc;v rnado thecco promises, and say, "Judge 
u~ on vvhat -.,-.,-o have accon1plished." I adn1it 
that th~y have had a difficult task. I am 

J.Ir. Stopford.] 
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going to adn1lt. that 111any pron1iscs ·wero 
m2dc without duo ~omideration of the con.­
ditions then existing in Queensland. An~ 
Co'.~ )l'linlcnt or any individual n1ay n1ake 
such tnistakrs; lJnt an honest Government 
having f 1b.1 rcd into that contract, would r_o;, 
2Hernpt to t:vadc their res'ponsibilitit) owing 
to chantrLd < 'nditions \vithout the cons'--·nt 
of the tri';unal which 0lectcd them. 'l'ho 
Govcrnn1ent realise that thev haYc fallr:n 
down on their job. They ·have had a 
stranglehold on ono section of the communitv 
right from ·~ho fir•t day thoy took charge o~f 
t{ o Treasur, ben"hes. Durjng tho last ~!x 
rnonths th··y have recognised that squef ;;:!n~ 
l·w worker and robbing the subnlf'ruct1 
croivd. of cvcr.v protection theY haJ ~,, 11 

nc\._r rcrtify iho nosition of Aust;.alia. ThL''\' 
hp.v·c at las't bocn C'Olr.p0llf'd by stern n ,•ei~ 
s'1h· and J,y the advocacy of forces thev 
cnnnoJ oY0rcorne to ask for an cqnrtlit~· of 
F.acrificc from others. They recognise: a:-; 

on thi;;;; side recognised all along, that 
ir orir-ina1 plan was in1practicable n1d 

could !end to nothing but dieaster. T!w' 
knc, >: io-chy thut, as \.t result of t;1eil~ 
rrdr:ninistration for bYo vcars C', en the bu· i­
nE s lH'npk of thi~ Sta.~te 1 \Vho were in a 
flouri,hing condition. ha.ve be 'll comp<'-llrcl 
by thrir pOV"Pr~' c•_tnpaign to dcfint• th0-ir 
emnln:·ccs, and L1-day the politinl sup­
J'Ol'h rs of t.ho Government a re rccogni,:ing 
that dell uti on may he carried too far. 

TIP TE:'JPOIU\RY CHAIRMAN: On1· r! 
I 'f':ould ask the' hon. member to deal witl1 
the qu-:stion before the Committee. 

I\fr. STOPFORD: I am trying to show 
that economy m~y be practised too much. 

The TE~.IFOHARY CHAIRiviAX: The 
hon. member must a.:ldress his remarks to 
the Dill. 

~Ir. STOPFORD : The Attorne,·-General 
th"t. bv reducing the number' of 

nH~m hr .. •o hy ten, the Govcrnm~Dt '\ o;J]d 
·'ave £5 °~0. and thereb~· assist in rehabili­
tating the finance' of Australia. This policv 
of redu'f'ing 'W.tgf'~,, this policy of depriving­
the v·orkc•n of the protection of the Indus­
trial Court--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Orc!f r: 
I must ask the hon. member to address his 
remarks to the Bill under discussion. He is 
too old a parliamentarian not to know that 
he is not in order. 

]\.fr. STOP FORD: I object to the term 
'·old." and I would ask you to withdraw it, 
Mr .. M8,X':''el!. (Laughter.) If you object, 
I will _dosJst from endeavouring to show the 
Comm1ttec what I have been attempting to 
do. 

Two years ag-o the Government of the da v 
made certain suggcs.tions, and the Oppositior1 
made other suggc ;tlons, and we went to the 
country as seventy-two members. No one 
suggested that there should be a reduction 
of members. The Government have carried 
on the State for two years. Thev have 
nearly broken the State, while we t'ried to 
save it, and they think they can get in for 
another three years by simply wiping out ten 
electorates rep•resented on this side of the 
House. They introduce this Bill in order to 
bring that about. The only justification they 
ha-ye for the measure is that they say that 
Bnsbane has only 4,000 electors,· while Bur~ 
nett has 8,000. We ask why thero is all this 
stir when they are going to have a commis-

! Jh·. Stop ford. 

si on to carry out the work. \V c say, " \Vhy 
reduce the numbc·r to sixty-two? \Vhy not 
appoint your commission and redistribute 
sevcntv-two seats? " r.rhc Gov('rnrnrc.t aro 
so afl~aid of going to the tribunal of the 
people that they are seeking e\·cry po.' >ib]c, 
n1eans to ayoid getting a fair verdict from 
them. \Ve all recognise that thoy are afraid 
to face the people ~\hO elected them to theit· 
present position. 

Y!r. DUKLOP: 1.Vill you be the-re' 

:\lr. STOPFORD: I will not he thoro 
un1l'~s I c, n beat "Tonuny." (J ... au.;htf-~r.) 
l~conon1:f is not going to be eff('C'tc J by thi:-5 
rneasure 1 and, although I recognise that c\~en 
if : :rn~nty-tvvo n1embers -were still to bo rn~in­
ta ined, I possibly would not be here owm~· 
to the reduced number of electors in my elc·­
torate) yet I say that the Govonnnent Part.:~, 
show evidence of cO\Yardice) and seek to 
e'capo the just judgment of the people, wh·, h 
has pron1ptcd thorn to bring in thjs 1110~ sur~. 

11r. H. 1\I. RUSSELL (l'oombul) [8.24]: I 
do not propose to follow the extravagant­
statements made by the hon. member for 
}1ount l\Iorgan. The n1ain issue is \vhoth(_ t 
it is advisable to reduce the num!Jc-r of 
n1crnbers. The hon. mc1nber for ~viount 
~Iorg .. m ays that the tribunal of 1929 is th· 
tri!Junal that \VG should appeal to for support 
at the next election. \Ve mud not target 
that when the Australian States fcckr ,tcd­
although I do not admit that there was an.v 
promise made on behalf of QuC'enslancl that 
wo should reduce the number of members of 
the Legislative Assembly--it was current talk 
and \Yas generally agreed to that, a·; the 
Federal Parliament would a,' nrno many of 
the departments of the various States. the 
Sbt€; could do with considerably fewer rnem­
hers than existed in 1901. Queensla.nd has 
the same numb0r of members as she hac] at 
tlw inauo-uration of federation, and no one 
can C'OncfusiYoly pi"ovc, in spite of what the 
Leader ·of the. Opposition has said in thi,s 
clebatl', that thP responsibilities of the State 
Parliament arc greater to-day than they 
"'ere in 1901. The issues may be larger, but 
H1e responsibility is not g·rratcr to-day than 
it was then. As a matter of fad, the respon­
sibility resting on the shoulders of members 
of p"'r!iament and Ministers of the Crown 
is comparatively less, for the rc:1;on th~t 
the Federal Government lmve graduaLv 
absorbed many of the powers of the St~tc 
Goyernmcnts. For vea,rs a conflif't has been 
going on between the States and the. ~on{­
monwealth as to what po.,,·cr' the latter ,ho .] 
take from the Statrs. From year to yo;11· 
the Commonwealth has assumed more power, 
so that our responsibilities are con1p tratively 
less than in 1901; and there is not the same 
jus:ifiration for the continuance of a Chai;l­
ber of seventy-two members as there was ill 

1901. To be 'honest with ou·rsclves, we must 
admit that every Queensland G:o:·~r:-'ment 
since 1901 has evaded its rcspondbllrtres by 
not tackling this question. Really. the oni1· 
question with which we are faced is whethu 
,vc shall have seventy-two members or less. 

The hon. member for Mount :Morgan said 
we should face again the tribunal c£ elec­
tors who elected us; and he also stated that 
this Government had all<ended the Elections 
Act. In reply I \Yould remind the hon. 
member that the party opposi~e, election 
after election, had dc!ibcratcl;v moved elec­
tors from one electorate to another in o:-dcr 
that they might secure the retum of their 
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u.ndidates. How did they win Port C 'urtis ·; 
How did they \vin Eacham? By transfPrs 
of a grt::J.t nurnber of men to rail·>·av \YOrk.:;; 

in those electorates. (Opposition ~h~. c-nt.) 
The facts are there. vYhat is lhe u'e of 
denying them? 

1\fr. PoLLOCK: You are rob~"ing the 
nornadic workers of the ri?"ht to vote. 

l\Ir. I-I. M. RUSSELL: \Ve do not rob 
cmybody of the right to vote. A man has 
to be three rnonth~ in an clc~torate befc c 
he can register; but ,. c do. not rmLuYr} l!i ~~ 
altogether from the rolls. He is still an 
elector of Queensland, and has a vote on 
some roll. No man is deprived of his 
,~ote, but hon. n1ernben., shifted e!ec-Lorf 
about fr<;rn ono electorate to anoLhcr to 
vote for their candidates, and in that respect 
I say that our measure i much superior to 
theirs. 

As to tho hon. n1cn1ber's rmnarks n~gard~ 
ing tlw tribunal which elected us in 1929. 
ihis part~- was returned \vith a very sv. BC' p­
ing ID cjority, dc,pite the fact that the 
electorates had been gerrynHtnderccl against 
u~. 'l'herc wcro glaring ano1nalics, and it is 
a \'>oncL r to us even to-d"tv that vvc were 
able to get bark with such a great majorit:·. 
\Ve woi'O kept out clecrion after election bv 
the tactics of hon. members opposite. \Ye 
'hall cndraYom' to remove those anomalies. 
and see that the quota in the electorates is 
put on a fair }_:,-:~is. It is idle for any hon. 
mcn1bcr to say that we arc devising a 
"Srhenw io put out tP:n Labour n1e1nbers. 
Who knowo \lhe.t is going to happen? TIE' 
whole thing \vill bo in the hands of the cam, 
mission, ar:d hon. members opposite must 
have guilty consciences if they real!:- think 
that ten Labour D1C'll are going to be wiped 
out. If that opinion is the result of thei;· 
dealing with the electorate-, then they will 
deserve the fate that \vill overtake them. 

One mu~t be struck with the glaring 
anon1alios that exist. The ban. n1mnb"r for 
Mundinglmrm said that this was an attempt 
to rob the \vorkers of their votes and of 
their rcnrp-,l'nt' tion. Let me remind the 
hon. me;,, be that the strong Labour seats 
in Qw .on,laJJd arc ovcr-reprosontecl, accord­
ing to their munbcrs. I shall givo him a 
fev, cast's to prove rny statement. 

Jl.1r. l\IFLLA';: Evr-rv one of those seats hictl 
the JHPscribcd nnrnb,er when the last redis­
tribution took place. 

Hr. H. i\L RLTSSELL: I shall take the 
position at tlw time of the last election; 
but the position to-day is very little dif­
fer -·nt, as reference to the figures which 
appear in to-day's "Votes and Proceed, 
ings " will prove. 

Nobody will deny that the twelve strongest 
Labour seats in Queensland to-day are Bris­
bane. Buranda. Fortitude Valley. Ithaoa. 
Po,ddington, Cairns. l'v1ackay, JYiundingburra. 
Townsville, Hockhampton, J?remer, and 
Bundaberg. We cannot om1t the Rock, 
hampton electoral district, because the elcc, 
tion of the hon. member for Rockhampton 
was quite an accident. Those twelve 
str•mgc,r Labour seats contain 79,602 elec, 
tor-., or a quota of 6.633. I will contrast 
those figures with a few of the strongc"t 
anti,Labour seats held b,v this party to 
show the <rnormous difference in the two 
quotas. The main anti-Labour seats are 
probably in the suburbs of Brisbane; tho 

toral number of electors in the Brisbane area 
is 175,724, returning twenty members, or a 
quoh of 8,786, dividing the total munber 
of elector,; by the number of members. Out 
of tho',e twe~;ty seats there are fifteen anti, 
L.tlJOur seats, for which the quota is 9,500. 
There is an anomaly that must be remedied. 

I havP gi•-,"CH LJn. n1c1nbcrs opposite a 
11 ,t of tl-:n .. ;tru_;_l;;est Labour seats in Queeu:•­
land with a quota of something like 3,000 
Los than the quota required to elect a 
L.crnber for the suburbs of Brisbane. Surely it 
1 ust lr :dmitted that the timo ha'. arri\ ed 
\\he a thc;;e .anomalies rnust be ren1oYed. 
3 ion. members opposih had that opportunit.-

'cction after election; but the:' shut their 
<·:, ..• to it. They heel no intention what­
P ,Ti' of putting tlw Act into operation, a~ 

e been dono years ago. ~\_s 1 
the main is~mc to-day is, \Yhat 

1 lLlbl1 r of n1e1nbers is required to l~eprcseEt 
th _ electors of ((ucensland? All sorts of 
proposition~ are advanced; but7 after all. 
rl-c-1o is no "\·irtuo in sixtv-two anv n1orc than 
i,l fifty-two or thirty,six members. Tlw 
!nain c Jnsidcration is, ''hat is an adequate 
number to reprc-·ent the people of Queens­
land, takiug i21to consideration tho 1uain 
factor :_ hich should obtain in ovorv r leoto­
rate-the community of interest'> The 
Govommc<nt h ,ye ·d~cided that cixtv-two 
v.-ill bo ample t-) represent the State, a't the 
:::a 1 l1P tin10 pre~,:..rving the main feature of all 
rcpn .,,_,_,1Lttion-con1munitv of interest. 

:\h. Pot.r.ocK: How was that number 
arrivcJ ut·: 

:\fr. H. llf. RlJSSELL: That number has 
been CHTi\ed ,t after a great deal of inves­
t1~_, 1_t1on. and taking into consideration the 
various factors that must govern all systems 
of representation. For instance, it was 

that the agricul tur.al district' 
di' idcd so that thev would return 

me1nhcrs in ,J.< -"Ord \Vith thOse industries; 
the snn1e with the n1ining industry, v~lth 
~ i1,~ indPstrial c•ntr( -:, and with the pastoral 

•ntros_ In arriving at a just distribution 
r.f ~Pat:; we have to take into consideration. 
ftrst. a fair unit of population. Those people 
'. ·ho h :se a conununitv of inttrc9t den1and 
one rcnrc3cntatiYc. Tho Govcrnrncnt have 
be -:n a'ctuatod by that one desire. Their 
purpose is to establish that unit of popu­
htion which will be thoroughly representa­
ti,·c of that ummunity of interest. and that 
c•;mmunit; should be reproc0nted b) one 
member. That is the basis of the Bill. 
\Yhilc hon. members opposite may jeer at 
1 ho id'<t of economy, still the Government arc 
j astifiod in a "lopting m-cry mc~ns possible 
tu effect ,,,n-ings in every direction. \Yhile 
economy in this direction is not very great, 
still w<e ar') not justified in continuing a 
E JUSC of s ·,-cnty-two members in the face 
of 0111' rc~pcnsibilities. rfhere is a clan10Ut" 
throughout ..... :\..ustralia for economy in govcrn­
nwnf. and although this Bill will effect only 
a s1na 11 ~aYing, ne\?erthclcss it is a step in 
the right di rcrtion, 

The; speech of the Leader of the Opposi­
tion "',vas tho worst he ever deli'?~red in this 
l'haml:Jer. As a rule he is logic"!, but he 
was most illogical this aft0rnoon. He tried 
to make oub that the responsibilities o£ 
:'dini- ters !JO:,-e increased so much that we 
are not justified in reducing the number of 
monbcn. On the other hand, he gave an 

Jlr. H. !11. Russell.] 
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inkling to the Chamber that he, himself, 
was rather prepared to confer greater 
powers on the Fcdnal Parliament, as he 
faYOlll'ed some svstem of centrali~ation. Th, 
Labmtt· Part·, st'ands for unification, and the 
confr.rring of a vreatcr mt 0c.;urc c.L centrali­
sation on the :8' ·dor:tl Government. Thev 
' .c truly illogical. They come here ancl ask 
ns to retain the same number of mcmbcn of 
Parliam('nt as \VC have to-dav: but, 11£ 
grc rth•r powers arc to be conferred on the 
Federal Parliament, there ,,-ill 110t be the 
same necessity for the retcnbon of a House 
of f'.(VOnt~~-hvo n1C'll1l)('rs. I, pcr-~onally. hop,-: 
that the Statf''3 \vill refrain from confcrrin1 
greater powcrR on the Fedcrr:.l Governn1e12t. 
I a:11 absolntcly oppo~cd to unification; and 
I hope that the ploplc of t~1is Statr• \Yill 
not allow themselves i.o le ch,q:rgcd at the 
ehariot \\'heels of largo indm.~·, i 'ntrcs 
like Swlncv and Melbourne. \Ye 'h,;,ll be 
:wise 1n Prcservin."?,' our inch-·pcnf1°nce as 
n1uch as ·we can. One reason whv I do not 
wish to sec the number of mc·mbc·rs of Par­
lianwnt reduced beloy· sixh--two. is bcCU'lee 
the population in this State is on the 
incrl 1 0. If \Yf' rPfusc i"o grant ac1ditiona~ 
powPl'S to tho Federal Cio\·('rnrn' preserv-
ing the ri-;hts of the Statt:, it wi1l lHnYisc 
ro rcdace the number of m~mbNf of this 
Parliament below the figure nmY pro]to··cd. 
Tlds i.-. a largo and graY iiL Stft'_c, ~·o~'3C'~~­
ing diYl't:,ificrl intcro:;-'~; r.nd ,. e :,1ust spend 
r'llr 0llf'l'~if'3 in f'V('l'"\' ro~,sjb}n \',-a~.· to bring 
the State out of thl' Inorn.--s. It 
''"ou]d be a bi~-: miRtakc rc<htr>:' the nunl-
bcr of our member-, belo,y a reascnable 
figure \Y c do not desire to hand over our 
destinie9 to a bureaucracv. Everv da";· in 
the prc"s we read of objections' to . any 
system of governn1ent b3 a bureaucracy 111 

Austmlia. 

The hon. n1t~n1her for R0cld1amrt.cm. as 
n:::.urrL rnade smu,. verv wild .;;.tat0n1c·rit;'; about 
the Ch ',mbcrs of Corn;nereC' hnv1ng 0xprc~~cr1 
an opinion rcqarding a rPdurtion of nH'Dl~ 
bcr". The Brisbane Chambc,· of Commerce 
h8~ r0fusrd to cntPr into tLis CJEtrovers;.·. 
It recogni"cs that the question is one that 
is not within its sphere. nnd that it would 
be un'vjsp for it to c.:_,ntte-e th0 r0aln1 of 
politics. The Brishan.. Charnb,::r of Cmn­
!nerrc confines it,~t\lf to corntncrcial ;:uhjccts. 

\\'ith rcff'rr 1ce to the ancum 'nl of the 
hon. member for Rockhampton. I am not 
tied by nn:v previous Parli~uncnt; one 
P:.rliament cannot bind another. I dc'lnitrlv 
rcfuc.e to be bound bv the opinio~ 
of previous Par]i,mcnh. I hope tl1c Com­
rnitt(-e "Will agreP to this rneasure; indeed 
I know it wilL Those hon. members oppo· 
,jtc vvho arc afrajd of their seats n1ust rccog~ 
ni~e that this punis'hrncnt has been long 
dela"';cd. For vto.lrs thev held tb~! rein.~ of 
GoYernmcnt with a rni~oritv. I11 ja:3tifiea­
tion to OUlTt•lvc~, \VC arc entitled tO rmt tbJ ~ 
l:m~inf' . .;:" on a prOl1CT footing-to se<: that the 

Plcctor,ncs arc proper!,- phtced nccorJin~ to 
their boundaries and community of interest, 
a.nd to sec ihat. the proper ratio is pre ·Crved 
b~twocn to'. n and cocmtrv. l-nder the Dill 
th·.' quota for a city wiil be 2'1 lK'l' cent. 
higher than the quot:: for a to·. ·n . .ancl i:hc 
qm t.a for towns' will be 20 1wr •·cnt. hi:; her 
than the quota for the coun Ll'Y. I think 
the proplc of QuocnRland will acchim that. 

J\lr. O'KEJI:FF. (Cairns) [8.41]: Aft r hectr. 
ing various 8pc,cd\:or,, on both sides, I aJn 
quiie sat1s{i~d that hon. rucrnbt·rs of th·~ 
Oppo .. ition lnve proYNl their C:J.sc th·ct there 
i3 no neccs:':iib for thC' Governrncnt intra~ 
dueing .a lTIC<l~Ul._' of thi, de~cription. The 
pk · put forward that tLis is a Bill of 
0conon1y is' pure' Inoon_hinc. In actt-.d fact 
tho Bi!l is mcrcl·, clorrkod with the 'ugg,s­
tion of c';onorny ·in ordnl· that th~ Govern~ 
rnen:f: can ir1trodnce a second Ch.:n1bcr. which 
1Yi1l be more eApc-n:':iive to the country. The 
hon. mc·mhcr for Toomhul practif ell: stated 
that in tlw cour3P of hi r.~rnarks. 

In Yarious p::nt:; of the Conunon-..,, .Jth 
there haYn bc''1l ,1Lt~mpts to cc Jnornise b / 
tho reduction of nlcrubcrs of vario-:J hodirs. 
For cxan1plc, in S'.~clncy in 1927 ir. was 
rJccidf>·1 to reduce the numbrr of ; 1dennen 
to niL arH1 IO govern the city unclt r thre0 
cornrni~s-io'-H'l'S. The tPrrrr of offic0 of t.hrse 
connru~ :;;loner did not pxee1 ,: ..:hror• yr..__rs. 
and at the fi~f't opport.uuit,.~ the polir :;­
n'VE'rH J. The (·Olnn1if.sioncrs lYe re 
placed, and no ]c~,s a nerf'on ~-han .Jork 
U ardf'n '"a dC'ctcd as n1; aldc>nnan of tho 
cit• of Sydney. 

::\fr. KE;;c;y: Do :-ou object to ti 11 ·• 

}1r. O'l(_EEFE: I do 11ot 0
1-Jjr>ct to it; 

but I n1 n'lv rn0ntion the n1a1~tc · t-J sho;v 
that the pco.11lr' gencralJ:~ do l""i:Jt vva Jt n11y 

n.ltPration in tllc extent of thclr rcpre<cnta­
tion. In Onernf:land Y\ e arc no n1orP Fxpcn~ 
~ivc in our· t;OYI?rnrncnt than anv other St'a te 
of onr Bi7:0. \c a matt0r fact, l.:an~,-
othcr countrit s of the world ], ·' pn]ll;-
Iatiou and n Je.ser area ht1ve rnore ropre­
~C'nt.rttion and of :1, Inore C'0stl:v~ ne turf'. The 
yarious hon. mc1nbcr:; who spoke flom the 
Go\-crnnH'nt. side merel:,~ 1nade it plain to 
the public that they are end ea ,·onring to 
lJr( -;0rY<' thcjr O\Yn political ~kin:; ~1.t the 
n(;xt ukction. The: haYe already made 
yarious ,,ttempt .. , to do that: and, a has 
he<'n pointed out on thi·' sicl", theY follmc 
the dictates of lhe local 1,rec . They rcahso 
the feeling of the pcOJ11f ontsiclf'. aih~, in 
ord0r to ron1ain in r)o-rer after the next 
0lr1~tion. they a re introducint_~· t111s Bill to 
reducP the ·number ot 1nend,: 'r;.; of this 
L\ssPmbly, knowing that it will be L·• bom· 
member. who will be cut out. 

The following table \,·ill sho.,,· th! co't of 
pn,rljament;_try govcrnn10nt in Queensland as 
co1nparecl with the cost in the other States 
and in other countries of the world. 

~-~umlcr_o_~ Y<moers. 

, Assembly. I CounciL 
Population. 

Arc,t, 
Square 
}files. 

:'ial:uy. 

I 
Assemt<ly .. CounciL 

---------------~ 

Victoria 
Queensland 
New Zealand 

[Jlr. 11. JII. Russel!. 

65 34 
72 i\il 
80 41 

1,531,000 
927,000 

1,408,000 

87,884 
070,500 
103,509 

~-~I-
1 !lOO 
i 500 

.
1 

450 

£ 
_()0 

450 
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NmY 1akc 1\L'Htcla. The Parliament of the Dominion of C'aroacla consists of two Houses­
the l-ion~~ of Repre~entati\~( ,_and the Senate. 

Nmnbcr of Th:Iembers. 

Ecprcsentatives. Sonate. 

Dominion of Cannda .. 
Con1mc'1. of Australia 

240 
7G 

96 
36 

'The cu't of parliamentary government _in 
Au~tndin emu pans very fuvour1.bl:v '' I_th 
that 1. f C J_nada., vd1~le _ tLe cost o£ parlia­
nlentary goYernincnt 1n Qut~cnsland co~pares 
rnorc thrn fa,·ourably vvith the cost In the 
Canadia.j ]Jr~)Yil!' '~ of .Alberta. 

Alber~a 

----

1 ).lurnlJer of! ( Area, 
}I embers ; Population [ Square 
Assembly. ' I _ :llil~e~ _ 

I 
uo7J5s± I :2:)5,~sj 

_·o~t 11f administr -tion in Queensland i~ 
1 .iC JCl'. <Llthough -,,·e have a greater 

popHlatiol1 aucl tlucr: timPs the ar0:1. 
In Hrit'sh Columbia the total number of 

mernbers Js ~1xty-eight, cou1prising forty­
Bight mcmLers of the Legislative :\ssembly, 
six rncrn'uer;:; iu the Senate, and fourteen 
t1ltl11lJers the I-Iou3e of Connnons of 
Canada. ' popuLction is 591,000, am! the 
area 3-~,2 .. 631 squn re n1ile'', Queensland corn~ 
pare, more than favourably with that pro~ 
vince. 

In ..\Ianitoba there arc fifty-five members 
in tLe _\sserubly, six in the Sena~e, and 
s_:n:utecn in the Can~Hlian House of Corn­
rnons, or a total of seyenty-cig}Jt. The area 
is 251.000 SLJuare miles, and population 
639,000. 

In Quebec there are ei~hty-f1vo mcrnbcr~ 
in the LogisLtlivc Assembly and t onty-four 
in the Legisktive ·Co~Jncil, or a tottl of 1C9. 
In addition. the province has twenty-four 
senatOl:' a1ld sixty-five n1embers in the 
Dorninion I--Iou~e of Con1mons, making a 
grand total of 198 parliamentary represon­
t,tiws. Tho popct!ation is 2,361,000, and the 
urea is 5q4,000 square miles. Taking the area 
iuto cow~ideration, \i\'C a] ·O con1pare favour­
ab!} wirh that i'rovince of Canada. 

Quce11 Jrtnd has not too many mcn1bers, as 
will Le realiccd from the figuru, which show 
that tlH; population here clou1Jle, itself cve1·c 
forty years; ~·et the Government propose to 
have f.~,~ c·r members than thcv had thi·rtv 
year,. a:go. Ilon. members on t'his side have 
shown +'ut tho effect of this proposal will LP 
to rulucc- the rcj_nesentc:.tion of the P('0plo i11 
tho h_ back place; of the State. The 
pcop]e ln the far northern, v.·estern, and 
central portions of tho State will not have 
tho rP'lreocntation thev aro entitled to. I 
repe,~~t tktt tlw pe0ple 'in the cities will hav' 
a greater reprcs0ntation than other ccntrc:­
havo. There arc twelve out of cnt:v 
1nctronJlitan t cats v:ith over the quota sug­
g,~sted in the Bill-as a matter of fact, there 
-vvi1l be an exha seat in tho city area, so that, 
·instead of having hvonty repro:;entatives, 
th0rc rnaJ be bventy-one. 

Taking next the "Gnitcd States of America, 
. in Alabe,ma, with a population of 2,646,000, 

Pvpulatlon. Salary. 

4. 000 dollars 
£1,000 

,:td an area of 51,998 square miles, the 
of members in the State Legislature 

1~3-106 in the House of Representatives 
''nd 35 in the Senate. Its representation in 
tl11~ :i\Jational Congrc~.s is t<;vo senators and 
ten r·•presentativcc;, 
Arizon~ has sevrnty-six members, fifty-four 

in the IIousc of Representatives and ninete 'll 
in the SFnat~ and three in the Kational 
Congress. Th~ ar"~a is 113,810 square rniles. 
and th" population 470,000. 

ln ~\rkau3as the ntnnber of n1mnbcrs is 
l ~4-35 in the State Senate, 100 in the House 
n£ l<epresentatiYcs, with 9 member~ in the 
_\:a'ional Congre'S. The area is 53,335 square 
miles, and the population 1,944,000. 

Tht-t--:_ take Brazil. rl'he National Congress 
con ~'': ·~ of the Chamber of Dcputie and the 
Senat0. The C'han1ber of Deputies cornprisc·• 
212 rnen1bers, and the Senate sixty-three 
nn ~11ber . ..;, The a rea i-;. 3.275.510 square rniles. 
n.ud the population 40,272,650. 

rrhe figure:: I Lav 3 gi VCil ~how thai the 
cc~ L uf P'OvernuF~nt vv n·ks out fa your ably 
thl" SLtt~cs of Athtralia, and (Specially 
St:•to ot QtkcblauJ, as compared with ot~1e'· 
('OUntrir;s; yet \\TO have the Government us1n.g 
1he an:tu1ncnt thf~t th(~y wuEt to rnr.ko thJ8 

d a paradise, and to do that the? are 
to ·~.Jmcder thcil' o ,Yn part1culal' 

InterL'.~t~ as nwn1bcrs of this llouse b5.7 

attncl\ing ~l'.ats at the present ti1ne hol~1 b~ 
Labour. Thcv realise that the:,' 1HlY8 

brJ~;-cn eYe lJron1ise they 1nado to. ihe 
0f State and that there Is no 
of gclii~g Lack upon the Tn•a-

otil',V bcnche, if the election next year t ;kes 
nlncc unde-· the sarne conditions a". those 
;\'hich prcmiled in~ 1929. To make tlwir 
Plnrn wre thev h~ vc already tied the hamb 
oi thousan(: o(Labour voter.~, an cl prc,. cnt' d 

frorn cxc:rcising the fr~.nchiso by ~, lter­
the lUc<liHC.:,tion laid do•.:rn in the 

l"'-'C!cwu; ..;\et and m.aking it necc.:.:.:;ary for a 
-.:otrr to rc~idc in an elcctorat(c three 1nonths 
l ;•fore he c::tn get his narno on the ro~l. 
Til~ t j, going to help the Government Parry 
tn a Yf'tV cr1eat d:)crreo; buLJ, stnc:- that iS 

not 'Sufii_;ler~t, they care now atiernpting !o 
'hrow du~t iu the eves of the electors and 1n 
~be l-:Yes of lnE'rnber~s of thi·, party by snying 
dwt ~the0 Rro introducing this Bill on the 
',:ore e:f (' . In that tbey arc no~ tell-
ing the truth, it is well kno,cn to the 
r 'Ople outside to hon. members hc~·e 
ihat their 1nc.r\c is only n, device to ret_a1u 
,JUice, an,! that for that reason also they 
propose to rc·ctorc the Upper I-IousE'. and, as 
all C'Xr'''' C for that extr \ 8XpOllSC, suggest a 
rPduction in the number of members in this 
:!'louse, whi ;h means a re-duction in the 
number of Labour seats. 

At 8.53 p.m .. 
The CHAlR'cAX resumed the chair . 

JYJr. O'Eecfe.] 
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Quution-" That the resolution (Jfr. 
]iutr/l'Oarty's motion) be agre•d to n~put; 
and 'the Committee divided:-

AYES, 34. 
Mr. Annand 

Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes, W. H. 
Plackley 
Boyd 
Brand 
Butler 
Daniel 
Deacon 
JJnffy 
Dnnlop 
Edw,lrds 
Fry 
G rin1stone 
Hill 
.Jamie-::on 
Kelso 
Kenny 

1\Ir. Kerr 
Dr. Kerwin 
!.lr. King 

NJ:acgroarty 
~Taxwell 

M organ 
?>;i1111TIO 

Plunkett 
Ru.ssell, H. =d. 
Tedman 
Tozer 
VVnlker, H. F. 
·warren 
"\Vienholt 

Tellr l'cl: 

Costello 
Ruesell, \\'. 

NoEs .. ~3. 

l\Tr. B ·.rbtr 
Bedford 
Bruce 
Conroy 
Cooper 
Ila~h 

Foley 
Han1ou 
Hanson 
Hynes 
J on re,, /\, 
JJJ't:O:, 

Kirv;al.l 

AYES. 

Mr. :VIoore 
Atherton 

l\lrs. Lo11gman 

J. 

:Mr. Mullan 
O'K• .. fe 
Pea::: 
Pollock 
Smith 
Stopford 
VVilson 
-\\' ~ 11 ::-t<.u-:.1 •Y 

Tellers: 
Bow 
Brassington 

PAIRS. 
l'\QES. 

l\1r. "\Vellington 
C·Jl!in•; 
Bulcock 

Rec•oll"cd in tho al!irmativc. 
The 1-Iouso rc3u1ncd. 
Th' r:Hulnl ,,, reported that the C:mn· 

mittc-:, hacl corne to a re:::olution. 

"lDOPTI0:-1 OF EESOLl:TJQ)i, 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
Mac:gro~rty, South Brisbane): I beg to 
l110Ve-

" That the resolution he no··- agreed 
to by tho House." 

Ouestion-" Thrrt the resolution (Jir. 
JI,Zcgronrty's mot-ion) be a:rrecrl to by the 
llou,e "-pui; and the House diYided :-

AY.ES, 34. 

Nir. Uarnes, G. P. Dr. Kerwin 
Barne,, \\'. IL Mr. King 
Blr.ckley " 

1\la{'groarty 
Boyd ?>Iaxwell 
Brand I\lvrga.a 
Butler ~irnmo 

Costello Plunkett 
Daniel Rur ell, H. ~!. 
Deacon Ru•oell, W. A. 
Duffy Teclman 
Dun lop Tozer 
Edwards ·walk-or, H. f.~. 

Fry \Varrm 
Grin1stone Wienholt 
Hill 
Jan-lieson Tcllc>·s: 
Kenny An nand 
Kerr Kelw 

NOES, 23. 
~Tr. Barber J'.lr. }fullan 

Bedford O'Kee!e 
Bow Pease 
Brao;;;sington Pollock 
Bruce S1nitiJ 
Conroy Stopford 
Cooper \Vilson 
Dash "\Vinstanley 
Hanson 
HynPc; Tellers: 
Joneo, A. J. Foley 
.Tnnc-;, A. Hanlon 
Kirwan 

PAIRS. 
AYES. !'\m:~. 

c•Ir. Ivfoore i\lr. ,, ... ellingtou 

~i;.,, 
Atherton Col! in~ 
Longman Bulco,,k 

Resolved Ill the affirmatiYe. 

Fms:r Rr \DI-:;;G. 

The ATTORNEY-GENER.AL (Hon. N. F. 
l\~ac,.·roarty, South BrisbanE) presented the 
Bill. and moved-

" That the Bill br no\Y re,rd a first 
tin1e." 

Qv< rtion-" That the Bill be now read a. 
([, .. t time" p1r. Jlfacgro(lrty's motion)-put; 
a qd the House divided:-

AYE.S_, 34. 
Mr. Annand 

Barne3, G. P. 
DarneR, \'1.1. H. 
Blacklcy 
noyrl 
Drand 
Tlntler 
Costello 
Daniel 
DP3.COll 
Dulfy 
Dun lop 
I-<,rv 
Grimst1ne 
Hill 
.Tan1ief:0n 
Kelso 
Ken ay 

/.Ir. Kerr 
Dr. Kenvin 
Mr. King 

n!acgroarty 
Maxwe!l 
Mar gall 
Klnuno 
Plun1;;:t:tt 
Russell, vV. A. 
'T'ect··nan 
Tozer 
\Valker, I-I. F. 
\Varrcn 
\\-ienh ;lt 

7'ellcrs: 
Ed\\'UHl'-' 
Hussell, H. M. 

?\OES, 23. 
Mr. Darber 

Bedford 
now 
Bras~.ington 
Bruce 
Conroy 
Cooper 
Das-h 
Folcy 
Hanlon 
Hyue.r 
Jones, A. J. 
l\._irw:nl 

~lr. l\Iulb n 
O'Kecfe 
Pease 
P:llod~ 
Smith 

PAIRS. 

Stop ford 
\Vilson 
\Ninstanley 

TclleTs: 
Hanson 
Joneo;;, A. 

AYES. NOES. 

}.Jr. lvioore 1fr. \Vellingto!.1 
, Atherton Col !in r 

~\lrs. Longman Bulcork 

Hcsoh-cd in the affirmative. 
Seeond reading of tho Bill made an Order 

<-f the Day fer to-rnorro>~·. 

DECEASED H"CSBAXD'S BROTHER 
J\1ARRL\.GE BILL. 

SECO!'<D RE,rDnw. 

The SECRETARY FUR P"CBLIC IN­
STRCCTION (Hon. n. l'.I. King, Looan) 
[9.15]: I am r&thcr anxious that this Bill, 
which is non-eo:. tcntious, should be passed 
as soon ~s po.o·iblo. ,A, hon. "'embers know. 
a caso has bcon before the court, and it 
,.iH r.:ccin_~ furtlwr consideration at tho 
,jttin;;s of the Full Court which commence 
next week, and I think it will be just as well. 
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to dispose of the matter and have it wiped 
oE the Fst of matters before the Full Court. 
.\t the introcluctny sbge I fully explained 
the Dill, and I do not think it necessary to 
giY!-! aEy further explanation now. 

The attention of the public \vas very 
sharpl.) ,h·awn to this matter b. )fr. Justice 
Ma .. ross,m. S.P.J .. earlier in the year, and 
I >\otdd like to give a short quotation from 
a r, port of the case which appeared in the 
" Drtilv ::'llail" of 28th March, 1931. This 
r.port ic. headed-

" Hr: \VoK'T GET u. 
Jurl(lc's ('iornnul.fS. 
Suit for Nullity. 

Existing Law CriticiH~d." 

The r<:port reads-
" ScYerc con11nent upon the existing 

la\\' in o~u·cnsland which pcfrnits a man, 
after having lived fm· many years with 
a wornan "\Yith whorn he has gone 
through the recognised forrns of mar~ 
rit:gt, to come into court and clain1 that 
the marri•ge was null and void, thu· 
making the children illegitimate. was 
:rnade by I lis _Honour Mr. Justice 
Macrossan, S.P.J., in the Supreme 
Court H storda y. His Honour refused 
to deal" with tl1e case until the Legi;;la­
turc had had an opportunity of deciding 
whether or not the law should be 
amended to meet such cases. \Vith that 
object in view he adjourned i.he matter 
for Flx n1onths." 

V'-" e decided to accept the invitation of 
Hi' Hotwur and deal with the matter by 
1Pgis1rrtion. 

:Mr. \Y. FcmG.\K SMITH: It was a most 
enu3Uftl c0ur~c for the juJge to take. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I?\­
STnCCTI02'1: Hon. members wiil agree 
that it is an exceptional matter. 

.i\lr. \V. FonGA:\ SMITH: The principle of 
your anL-ncling Bill is sound; yet it is an 
cxtrcrne &ttitude to take. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I?\­
STRUCTIOX: I quite agree \Yith the hon. 
rucn1ber, but it is a Inattor \vhich requirt~s 
immediate action. The man in the case 
referred to is r::narried to a woman~tho 
widow of his deceased brother. It is a legal 
n1arriagc up to a ccrta in point, but it is 
Yoidable at any time during the life of the 
parties. fio n1arri(~s this \voman and lives 
''· ith her for thirtv-six YO.lri. He has four 
children, \Vhose ages rauge from thirty-five 
to twenty-five; and now, if a decree of 
11ullity is granted, 2s l-Iis Honour ~ays, he 
\Vant,; to make those children illegitimate. 

11r. Y\T. FoRG.".X s~nTH: It \Vould be an 
outrage. 

Tlw ;.<,ECRETARY FOn PuBLIC Ii'\­
STIUJC'l'l0;\1: Of course it would be an 
outrage. I clo not desire to clclav the House, 
aLd I formally LlOVe-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
time.~' 

Mr. MULL"'?\ (Flinr7ers) [8.21]: This Bill 
is introduced in connection with a man 
\\-ho rnarric·cl his deceased brother's \Yido\v, 
an<!. is complementary to the Deceased \Vifc's 
Sister :Harriago Act passed by this Parlia· 
nwnt in 1877, arJd thrtt pa·~-sed by the 
Imperial Go,-crnment in 1907. A similar 
measure to this was passed in 1921 by the 
Imperial Parliament. Marriages such as 

tltose ure Yalid for civil purposes until 
i Lev are challenged in the court. A 
r,,.mor Chief Ju ticc, Sir Pope Cooper, laid 
it: do\vn in a v.:L ... G sornc years ago that the 
court could only grant an application for 
nullity of marriage in a case of this 
kind. The result:, of course. is disastrous to 
the children, who become illegitimate, and 
to the v·ife, who very often becomes home­
less. 

The case referred to by the Minister as 
1-he particular reason for this Bill is a very 
,. ,cJ ono. It is a case that came before Mr. 
Justice ~:facrOSP'lll. rrhe parties were marrjed 
t~,irt"y-six ~7C\trs ago. It Wa': a shocking 
r,_,-,e, showing the nece>·ity for the Bill. 
The judge in that case refl].sed to grant the 
. :1plication for nullity until the Government 
and Pr"rliamcnt had had an opportunity of 
~mending the law. Though, perhaps, the 
decision of the judge might be regarded as 
p ,rdonable under the exceptional circum­
Gtanccs of tho ea~ r\ as no ono can have 
-yrnpathy with a man who acted like the 
u; 111 who was applying in this case, for 
nulUy. I nevertheless think that a danger­
on< precedent has been made by His Honour 
in pra.cl'icallv appealing to Parlianwnt to 
alter the law as it affects a case that is 
: ub judico beforo giving hi~ judgrnent. 

The ATTOR~EY·GEKRRAL: Do you agree or 
di 1gn L' with hirn? \Vhat is Jour argurnont? 

:\lr. ?dULL"\K: I am going to deal with 
:u? { ~~e in rny O\\Tn way, regardle;;;;s of the 
iuerjection of the Attorney-General. The 
po1nt I want" to 1nake :.1 that this case is 
!-..Hb judin~. "J\tlay," in this connection, 

-cys -:t page 271-
,, A matt<•r, whilst under adjudication 

h:v a c8urt of law, should not be brought 
lwfore the House bv a motion or othPr-
wise." ~ 

Yet. we Jeov: ha,-c a special Bill dealing with 
thi~ rnath~r. " 11ay" also says-

" Matters awaiting the adjudication of 
a court c f law should not be brought 
Ln:·ard in debate." 

This case i<, sub judice. I arn not .asking 
for a ruling from the chai,·, as I do not 
want to bke exception to legislating under 
these- circumst>tnccs; but I want to point 
out the position the Government are in; 
oLd that thev may find at a later stage that 
they are confronted ,vith sin1ilar difficulties. 
The Bill undoubtedly deals r ith matter 
:h-t is sub judice, bt:'tuse tbcrc i,;; a prcia1 
da:u .... c in it matinrr the Act retroencctivc to 
nu:et that particular case. In f<1et, there is 
only one such case, so that it mnst be this 
c<ue, and there cannot be anAher once the 
Bill has become an Act; therefore. the Dill 
deals specifically with that case. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PrELIC INSTRlL'TJON: 
There may be an)' number of cases in which 
nrarria 0 cs arc 'oidable at present. 

::Ylr. MULLAN: The point is that the case 
with which this Rill deals is sub judice. 
Will i.he Minister deny that? 

The S: 0 llETARY FOR PUBLIC I~STRUCTION : 
::\!o. 

The ATTORKEY~GENERAL: 'What wonld you 
do? 

Mr. MULLAN: I 2hall tell the Attorney· 
Gcnf':·al what I would do when I am over 
there. 

The ATTORKEY-GENER.\L: What is the prin­
ciple involved? 

Mr . .Mullan.] 
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Mr. MULLA]';: A very important prin­
t:iple is involved. The oath of office of '' 
judge is to this dicct-

" I Y ill at all times and in all things 
do cqLml justice to the poor and rich 
and <,lisclwrgc the dutioci of my office 
according to the laws and statutu o[ 
the rcahr1." 

Xot accm·ding to public opinion or what 
Parliament mav do in the future, but ac.·ord­
ing to the law a· it stands ! If I were in 
the position of the judge in thio case, l 
probabl0· ' ould do just as the judge has 
done. 

The SE·n·:TARY FOR PFmr I~f·TnrCTIO:-;: 
Do J'OLl wallt me to _,-ithdraw the Bill? 

J\fr. MULLAJ'\: The hon. gentleman can 
do what he likes; I am entitled to my 
opinion. A very imporhnt principle of par­
liamentary and judicial procedure is 
involved, and the Bill itself is a very 
important onc. Here is a point that may 
have some interest for the Attorney-General. 
\Vhcn I go to a solicitor in futuro for legal 
advice, hr will say, "At the moment the 
law is so and so, but: of course, when .':"on 
take the c.:,se to court, the judge may think 
that p11blir opininn is against the law and 
postpone the caso until Parliament alters 
it." 

J\lr. BEDI'OllD: They altered it in the 
1Iungana case. 

JI/Ir. MULLAX: As mv friend intorjcci'e. 
that ,,.,,., done in anotho; way in the· Mun­
g:wa ca-n bv the amendment of the Crown 
Remedies Act. The law as it sto nds is one 
thing and public opinion is another thin0·: 
and it i" a qnPstion '\ hetl1er the courts 
should bo governed by public opinion or by 
the law. Tak" a cc,se of sedition. The 
Criminal Code may provide for certain 
thin~s. A <nan n:ay be quite within the la'·' 
when he does a certain ad. A judg·c !110\' 

say, ''Public opinion \vi1l not stand fnr this 
~ort of thing, nlthongh it is actually th0 
l11w. l will acljonm this c >Ee of sedition io 
Rec vdn.t Parljrun0nt ha;;; to sav about i1 .'' 
Parliament m:C:·ht do as it is doinf',' to-nighl-­
altcr th0 law to make an act of innoc~nce 
ycstPrdav an art ol sedition to-morro".Y. 1 
~m. ho-'·c,·N. in favour of the principle of 
the DilL and I giYo it my ble,sing. 

11r. BEDFOED (Warrrrtn) [9.29]: I agree 
with the principle of the Dill in that it nro­
no'Ps to right 'vhat i~; a monstrous 
It is r.1mo~t u 1bclieY ,ble that there car 
any nuu1 so ITIC·"lll that, after having had 
association ,., ith :' ladv for all these 'cars. 
and haYing ra.i&cd a·· fa1nily, at tL; last 
moment he seeks to escape his obligations. 
I do not boliovf' that there are any illegiti­
mate childl'Pll exlept sick children, just as I 
do not belio,·o that there are really an:· 
illirit marria_!;'CS except unhappy marriage 
Tht:' AttJrncy-Gencral i11tcrjects that t}Ji~ is 
a Bill to prevent :.n alleged ma.n froL b- s­
tardising his children. I object to the y·orcls. 
[{ tll'' 1vorld hacl l(t few n1or0 bu :·ards like 
Erasmus and Leonardo da Vinci, the world 
,,·ould he much happier than if thoro WC"O 

a fcv; 1norc millioiJs of lov.~ll ~ rnarria;·cs 
con_'ei·n~d as Shakespeare said-

" Gotten between cold sheeh; 
Got bet·xecn sleep and "·ake." 

The House adjourned at 9.30 p.m. 

[ J1 r. }';1 ullan. 

Questim s. 




