
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

THURSDAY, 27 AUGUST 1931 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Tolls on Ro::~d, Etc., Bill. [27 AUGUST.] (,lucstions. 

'I'HURSDAY, 27 AUGUST, 1931. 

2\Ir. SPEAKER (Hon. C. Taylor, (Windsor) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

QUESTIOXS. 

~tUXC' ,:-;A MINING LEASES. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jiirani) asked the Secre­
u~r~\· L)r ;,..:_iuc.,-

" 1. \Vere not the 1lungana n1ining 
leases in the posse-oion of the Depart 
ment of Mine', before they were acquired 
by the con1pan~· in v.-hich a :;\1inister 
of the Cro\vn held a, large nun1ber cf 
shnres '! 

" 2. If so. was it not in the power 
of t}w GoYOrl!lncnt to :i'etain posses .. 
swn the ka·.es '? 

" 3. \Vhcu the then GoYcrnment 
alla\;o;,~ed iho l\iungana mining leases to 
pa:;:s ant of t.hejr possc~:; . ..;ion, V'<ls it not 
then known that there v:as a probability 
of thn Cbillagoo s1nc!tcrs being taken 
oyer hy them, and that it would be 
neeossary to buy back thc~e leases? 

"4. Is he not of opinion that those 
so responsible, not only failed iu their 
duty to the State, but that they were 
also guilty of retarding the consur11na~ 
tion of the avowed objective of the 
Labour Pa1·tv to which thev lnvc "vorn 
allegiance?"~ ~ 

The SECRET'ARY FOR MINES (l-Ion, 
E. .\. Atherton, Chii!ayor:) ;cplieci-

" 1. The land ',\·as yacant Cro\vn land 
m: tile tinY' Frcdcrid\: Rcid appEcJ for 
lea;.;cs. 

': 2. "'S~£'~, lt f'crtainlv \Yas 1n their 
powc'r; but apparently it did not suit 
to do .3o, n~ orhenYi.;;;c two prominent 
members of the l'v1inistn·-l\1cssrs. Thco· 
don: tn1d l\lc:Corrnack-\vould not haYe 
received their churc of the £40,000 paid 
for the leases Rcid \Yas allowed to 
acquire. 

" 3. Yes. A Bill to acquire the Chil­
lagoc and Ethcridgo Pail ways and su1cl· 
ters was before Varliarncnt in Dcccut­
ber. 1916, and Fcbwu.ry. 1917. The 
leases \H're taken l!P by :\Ir. Rcid in 
September. 1917. 

': 4. Y-es, I an1 strong}~,- of opinion that 
they were rc,ponsiblc, and were certainly 
guilty, s the aYowed objective of the 
Labour l'<:rty is socialisation of indus­
trv. The accumulated loss on the Chil­
lagoc smelters to 30th June. 1929, accord­
ing to the _\ndit:or-General's report, wa3 
£360,495. which shows that they failed 
in their duty to the State." 

HEcErPTS rnmr ToTALISATOR AKD BETTING 

TAXES, 1925-1931. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Uregory) asked the Trea· 
surer-

" vVhat were the total amounts 
receiYed by the Crown from totalisator 
and betting tax for the years ended 
(1) 30th J unc, 1925; (2) 30th ,June, 1926 
(3) 30th June, 1927; (4) 30th June. 1928 
(5) 30ih ,Tunc, 1929; (J) 30th JLUt', l9jQ 
and (7) 30th June, 1931 ?" 
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The TREASURER (Hon. W. H.· Barnes, 
H'ynnum) replied~ 

" (1) £100.195; (2) £105.~63: (3) 
£101.374; (4) £98.397; (5) £93.125; (6) 
£90.822; and (7) £94,016." 

"CNEC!PLOYJ\!ENT RELIEF BOARD FOR FEMALE 
'WORKERS. 

Mr. DASH (Mundinr1burm) a~kccl the 
Secretary for Labour and Industry~ 

" 1. Has the Government appointed a 
special board under t!w provisions of 
section 27 (c) of 'The Income (Unem­
ployment Relief) Tax Act of 1930 ' to 
administer that portion of the Unem­
ployment R0lid Fund which the Act. 
Pmpowcrs the Minister. in hi·. discre­
tion, to apply in and for the 1·clief of 
un('mplo:vment in respect of female 
'''orkcrs? If -.o. v·h0 fl re the n1embers 
of snch special board? 

"2. \rhat amo11nt \Ya-: C'XDC'llf1Pd under 
this heading during· the; lac;t financial 
year? 

"3. \Vhat wa, the nnmbN of rcgistra­
tions of unemploved femall' worker~ at 
the various Labol1r bureanx thrrm~hout 
the Staie as at (a) ~Oth .Jmw. 1930. and 
(b) 30th Jnne. 1931. r,o·pcctiwl:v." 

The SECRETARY FO'R, L \ROUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, ·Sanrlr;atc) 
replied- · 

"1 ancl 2. No epeei1l board has been 
appointe'l un<kr section 27 of 'The 
Income n::ncmplonnent Relid) Tax Act 
rf 1930' io deal with the qneetion of 
f0nwlc un0n1plo:n"d. t1~ np to the prP~ent 
all demnnd, in this rcsncct haYe been 
rE'adilv met b,· J-he existing facilitic·' at 
the:' rlispo,al of thP -department. Pro­
Yis:ion has bc•cn mnd0 whPrcb.,- nnp1ic>anh; 
for rat'ionR 0r int(•rmittent 'relief work 
arc permitted to include in the number 
of their dependants all unemployed girls. 
irrcspcctiY0 of age, without ~F.epar.ate 
pC'nonai application being made bv them. 
All girls liYing away from homp in ca~es 
of need are entitled to ration allowance 
and. where it has been found rwcessan,' 
arrangement" have also been made t~ 
provide lodgings and shelter in addition. 
In collaboration with the Social Service 
League, more than one hnndred girls per 
\Voek are giYen a day~s work in Brisbane 
to make clothing for free distribution to 
the families of the unemployed. Con­
sideration is now being given to the 
question of extending this activit" to 
other centres of the State, The 1,'\T o~1en's 
Employment Bureau in Bri5bane has 
been reorganised on modern lines and 
housed in centrally situated offices for 
the convenience of prospective employees 
and employers. This st''P has been fully 
justified by the increased demand for 
labour made through the official bureau 
an<l its extension mav vet be found t~ 
be warranted in some~ of the larger pro­
vincial towns. Should there be any 
unemployed female person living a way 
from home and destitute who does not 
desire to take ad,·antage of anv of these 
opportunities for relief, such person, on 
request, may be provided with a free 
railway pass to her home town. In short, 

it mav be stated generally that the 
policv 'of the department is at all times 
to give the most svmpathebc attention 
to all questions affecting female UJH'm­
ploycd. 

"3. (a) 1,179; (b) 2,377." 

CoRRESPOKDE!\CE rx RE RocxH.\. rrrox 
" I.IIB ,-RTY FAIR." 

Mr. DlJ'\LOP (llocklwnqJton) askecl the 
Attorney-General~ 

"1. ·will he kindl_v lay on the table 
of the House all correspondence that 
passed between his office and the Rock­
hampton Pipe Band in comwction with 
the ' Liberty Fair' that was run in Rock­
hampton by Black and Bosicr from thn 
7th November to the 13th DPccmber, 
1930. inclusive? 

"2. Is it not a fact that lw asked for 
all chef1ue-book butts and the byo books 
whore Boswood lwpt the rct>ords of the 
proceeds 'vherein they sho\v the arnounts 
receive'l for the different illegal games, 
and will he table these two notebooks? 

" 3. Has Black vet paid back to the 
Pipe Band, Rockhampton. ~he _amount 
of monev that he was OYC'rpald, nz .. £96 
odd; a~d, .if not, what action..-,~ocs he 
propose taking to rccoYcr same ~ 

The ATTOR~EY-GENERAL (Hon. X F. 
l\lacgroarty. South Brisbane) replied~ 

" l. These papers may be spcn at the 
Justice Department by any hon. mem­
ber. 

"2. I haYe no knowledge of the note­
books referred to. 

" 3. All ::\1r. Black's permits haY<' been 
cancelled." 

IO!COlVIE TAXATION AXD ARRE \RS, 1930-1931. 

Mr. PEASE (fl crbert) asked the Trea­
surer-

" 1. What was (a) the estimated, (b) 
actual receipts from income taxation 
durin~ the year ended 30th June. 1931? 

" 2. 1-Yhat was the amount of arrears 
outstanding as .at 30th June, 1931, rn 
respect to income taxation assesi3menh~ 
for that year? 

" 3. Of the arrears referred to in (2). 
how arc same allocated in respect t<' 
the 'taxable income' groups as set out 
in the Co1nn1issioncr's annual report?'' 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Bamc,, 
Wynnum) replied-

" 1. (u) £2,750,000; (b) £2.556.050. 

"2. Amount of arrears, £841.182. Th'' 
proportion c.pplicable to any particulat· 
year is not aYailable. 

"3. Companies, £259,830; indi.-ic1ual·•, 
£581,352." 

Nt:~rBER OF Qt:ALTFIED PARLI.UIEXT.\RY YoTERS, 
1930-1931. 

Mr. MULLAX (Plinders) ·asked the 
Attorney-General-

" How many persons were qualified 
to vote for each electoral district in 
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Quccmland as at 31st December, 1930, 
and 30th J unc, 1931, respectively?" 

The ATTOR~EY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
JHacgroarty, Soufh Brisbane) replied-

RETURN SHOWING THE XtTlVIBER OF ELECTORS 
QUALIFIED TO VOTE FOR EACH J<;LECTORAL 
DISTRICT IN QUEENSLAND AS AT 31ST DECE]IBEP~, 

1930, AND AS A~' 30TH JUNE, 1931. 

Electorate. 

Albert .. 
Aubigny 
Balonne .. 
Barcoo .. 
Be wen .. 
Bremer .. 
Brisbane 
Bulimba 
Rundabcrg 
Buranda 
Burke .. 
Bmnett 
Burrum 
f 1:tirns 
Carnarvon 
Charters Towers 
Chillagoe 
Cook 
Cooroora 
Cunningham 
Dalby 
Eacham.. . . 
East 1'oowoon1ba 
Enoggera 
Fassifern 
:t<'itzroy .. 
Plinders.. . . 
Fortitude V alley 
Gregory 
Gym pie 
Herbert 
Ipswich 
lthaca .. 
Kelvin Grove 
Kennedy 
Keppel .. 
Kurilpa 
Leichhardt 
Lockyer .. 
Logan .. 
::IIackay 
Maranoa 
~Iarce .. 
::llaryborough 
::ITerthyr .. 
Mirani .. 
.:VIitchell 
.:Vlount ::IIorgan 
}fundingburra .. 
::IIurilla 
Murrumba 
Nanango 
Normanby 
Nundah 
Oxley .. 
Paddington 
Port Curtis 
Queenton 
1tockhampton 
Rose wood 
Handgate .. 
South Brisbane 
:-::tanley .. 
Toombul 
TOO\Vong 
Toowoomba 
Townsville 
Warrego 
Warwick 
Wide Bay 
Windsor 
Wynnum 

Gram! Total 

Electors j 

on Roll, 
31 Deccm-1 
ber, 1930. ' 

8,055 
6,480 
5,285 
5,516 
(),729 
6,305 
4,742 

12,101 
7,926 
6,863 
4,062 
8,168 
6,561 
8,417 
6,470 
3,922 
3,640 
4,175 
9,129 
6,184 
6,797 
6,288 
7,291 

12,859 
7,724 
7,372 
3,018 
6,649 
3,621 
5,397 
8,697 
7,529 
7,961 
8,857 
7,526 
6,528 
7,066 
4,656 
5,961 

12,530 
6,739 
5,450 
7,451 
6,406 
7,619 
6,825 
4,524 
3,159 
7,096 
5,355 
7,328 
7,393 
4,515 

11,106 
11,550 

5,950 
6 736 
4:015 
5 315 
6'592 
9:300 
6,~30 
6,605 
1-$,647 
9,260 
8,224 
4,847 
4,369 
6,844 
7,241 
8,842 
8,60(i 

495,196 

Electors 
on Roll, 
30 June, 

1931. 

8,194 
6,400 
5,12.6 
5,204 
6,670 
6,400 
4,790 

12,294 
8,091 
6,920 
3,905 
8 460 
6:528 
8,409 
6,489 
3,925 
3,386 
4,142 
8,994 
6,149 
6,953 
6,140 
7,295 

12,939 
7,693 
7,482 
3,377 
6,735 
~,686 
5,390 
8,993 
7,594 
8,075 
8,775 
7,729 
6,663 
7,060 
4,539 
5,980 

12,697 
6,796 
5,270 
7,502 
6,391 
7,646 
6,967 
4,490 
3,120 
7,235 
5,392 
7,43\J 
7,496 
4 552 

n:102 
11,685 

6,035 
6,713 
4,056 
5,318 
6,6H 
9,370 
6,315 
6,539 
8,705 
9,420 
8,401 
4,79tl 
4,205 
6,978 
7,299 
1',86\l 
8,724 

497,800 

SOCRCE OF. Sl:PPLY 011 FUNDS TO \V. H. 
JACKSO~ IN TOWNSVILLE ELECTION. 

1\fr. BRUCE 
Pr12JniPr-

(K cnnerly) asked the 

" \Vi!! he furnish to the House the 
source of the information on which he 
based his statement on Tuesdav last that 
' he had verifwd the stat0ment of Jack­
son to him (the Premier) that the meat­
works'' union had supplied J ackson with 
the funds for his campaig" agaiTIRt 
Messrs. Theodore and McCormack ?" 

The SECRETARY F'OR 
STRUCTION (Hon. R ::\1. 
for the PREMIER (Hon. 
"1ubigny), replied-

PUBLIC IN­
King, Logan), 
A. E. 1\Ioore, 

" The hon. member has added his own 
\\'ords to mv statement. However, for 
obvious reas;ns, I could not di \·ulge the 
source of rny inforn1ation." 

PERSOKAL EXPLANATIOXS. 

Mr. KELSO (JVun<lah) [2.41]: I ask the 
permission of the House to make a personal 
cxpla,nation. 

::Vlr. SPEAKER: Is it thcl pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member for I\undah be 
allowed to make a personal explanation? 

HoNOCRABLE ]\,fE,IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KELSO: Late yesterday afternoon I 
read the following report of the, proceedings 
in Parliament for Tuc"oday published in the 
"Telegraph"-

"Mr. Cooper (Opposition) said that the 
Premier a.nd the Tre11surer had sat on 
their benches while Government mem 
bers had cast aspersions on the judiciary 
saying· that the judge and jury \vere ccr­
rupt. 

":Mr. Barnes (Treasurer): They were 
never made. 

".Mr. COOPER: Yes, they were, and Mr. 
Kelso made them. I blocked him. 

I desire to give an absolutely unqualified 
denial to that charge. I have a copy of the 
material part of the debate, and in order 
that I may clea.r myself, I would ask the per: 
mission of the House to quote a portwn oi 
the speech of the hon. member for Bremer. 
'l~1is is what appeal'S in " llansard '"-

" Mr. C'OOPF.R: It was not unfortunaU'­
The hon. member for Nundah attempted 
to ma.ke it appear something that it was 
not. The Treasurer and the Premier sat 
quite contented on their bench while 
members on the Govemment side made 
insinuations, by >;ay of interjection, that 
the jury or the judge-possibly the judge 
and the jury-in the Mungana ease ".vere 
corrupted. 

'' The Treasurer: Such a statement is 
untrue, and it waF_, never made. 

" Mr. CooPER: Such a sta h ment ,, as 
made in this Chambu-; yet ueither the 
Prcn1icr nor the Treasurer took any 
exception to it. 

" The 'J'rt':J:'nrer: I say s-ach :-.tatcmcnts 
were nc:Yer made. 

" wir. CooPER: 'l'hev were made, and 
I expc-et the rrrea,~ufl~l· to ac ·cpt n1y 
assurance that they were made. I am 
not going to repea.t them'. but those in­
sinuations \VC're made, and I believe one 

Mr. Kelso.] 
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of the hon. nH'ndJCl'3 rnaking th~_ inrinna­
tions vvas the hon. nwrnbcr for Nuncl.ab, 
and I said, 'Ab, :.\Ir. Kelso. frotn you :• 
and he ~\toppPd in1n1P,dia1ely. I dn w 
attention to the face that be made thL• 
insinuation in that v-rav. OthC'r bou. 
m em bor6 opposite also niade the insinua­
tion. 

"rrhe Trea -1U> r: Tbat is not COl'rect. 

'' l\Ir. COOPER: It JS correct, und I ask 
the Tr0asurer to assurauce 
th::t I heard the 

,, The Treas;urer: I an1 110t going to 
accept your n1it_siatc.•n1cnt. ., 

All I can say is that I spoke during the 
debate, and I think I u'ed fairly straight 
language. I 1ook particular care to sec that 
I nrvcr mentioned ihc judge or the JHry 
cxet'pt in these terms-

" The w•w:;papcr~ said throU'i·hout ;i_ll.:c-­

tra]ia that lH~ 1nnst be aJlowcd to vi1 ~i­
( .:tto his characb-"r. A civil action \Yas 
brought. The case we.s tried. The jury 
have deliverPcl their verdict." 

_\ little later, in reply to an interjection 
bv the hon. member for 13alonne, I said-

" I-Ic,rc is the hon. Incrnbcl' for Balonlle 
sa.ying- SOL1cthing \vhich i:-s not rorrect.. 
The Premier "-aid that the jury c:unc• to 
a ecrtain dP.Ci.~ion. v- Cl'Y well, that J.~ 
their lt'usinP~ '5. They ?_re "ssvorn ! o \Vci::.;;l1 
the evidencf u.nd to cn·tH' to a concln-
sion. ThE, hrrYo done ;-;o." -

I lvas pa.rticula rly r arcfnl. and in no w .t.v 
bronght the judge or jury into the cu .. <c. I 
sav that tho hon. !liC'IUbcr for Bren1cr. in YiC\Y 
o( the wild stn.tenwntg he \vas n1aking. nu1cle 
a deliberate !ni;;: -tatcn1ont \V hen he .-1 t.ribult>d 
those rernarks to rne) bccau·--~ I ~:ay quit.:' 
unhe::':itatinc~lv that I nevc::_· once, bY intC'r­
jC'ct1on or in~ any other way, referred to the 
jnrlge Ol' the jul"y n,-; stated by the hou. 
member. I donv the fa~t that the hon. 
nlclnbcr pointe·d ~l1i3 ringer and said, ":..4-.h. 
~11'. 1\:"eho. frorn von ~ ': Thnt i~ a fiu:meut Df 
the hon. rnomllrr\ inw ~-{nation. I thi-nk the 
hon. nleml'er >Should be ntanl:_v enough to 
\Yit.hdraw the stat2n1r-nt. So far as I un1 con­
cerned, ' hat I have stated is the trath and 
the whole trnth. 

l\1r. COOPEr~ (JJr, m rr) [2.45]: I ask the 
11ennis:;;ion of the I-lon~c to ·rnakc a yJcrsonal 
oxplana tion. 

:C\Ir. SPEAKER: Is it the plc 
House that the hon. mPmber for 
nllovvcCI to nutkc a personal explanation. 

1--Io~orn .BL·- 1\iE.)JBERS : Hear, bear ! 

11r. COOl' ER : I regret that I have not 
t h .. " 11roof cop_v of "' Hansard" frorn ·which 
the hon. n1crnbcr for :\"undah quoted. I do 
not n1can the proof that he is quoting fron1, 
hnt a proof of the whole day's proceedings. 
I am th·"·cb:-- ha.ndicappcd. Hon. members 
know as well as you do, J\Ir. Spe>kcr, that. 
lllct'lY of the intNjcctions made in this House 
do not get into '' IIansard." The ho11. 
rncrnbcr fo1· Nnndah. amo11g~t other llon. 
n1e1nbors on the Go\-crnlnL.1t side of the 
Chamber. intcrjPcted on rnany occasions, 
"·what about John VVren ?" 

Mr. KELSO: You arc a deliberate liar so 
far aR I arn concern0d. 

:VIr. Sl'.EAKER: Order! I ask the hon. 
member t.o withdraw that offensive remark. 

J\Ir. KELSO: Am I to stand here-~ 

[Jlr. ]( elso. 

l'Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 
1\Ir. KELSO: Am I to stand l1crc after the 

Pxplanation I have made, and allow th., 
hon. member to say that'? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

11r. Knso: In deference to your request .. 
:.1r. Speaker: I wifndraT.\. 

1Ir. COOPER: If the hon. mem-
ber for l':nndah says that he is not one of 
the hon. members who made that usc,'rti<m. I 
rnust accept his assurance. He was sitting- at 
the tiu1c on the front cross Lcnch. 

A GO\"ERN~JExT ME~IBER: \Yho made tl1e 
staten1cnt? 

Mr. COOPER: I understand the hon. 
member for Nundah made it. He was sit· 
l iug on the front 01·o•s bench. 

1\'lr. KEJ.SO: I us not; I never left my 
~c,at on this bench. 

l\1r. COOPER: If the hon. member for 
:\ undah did not make the inborjcction, then 
1 am sony ; but at i.hc time I saicl, " Ah, 
~,Ir. Kclso, you too!" I coid that at _the 
1 imc. cllld J desire to draw your attonbon, 
:1Ir. Speaker., to t.ho fact th<tt in the provf 
of" Hansflrd" of that d·ttc appears an inter­
jection credited to lvlr. Butler. 

lHr. J)n;LOP: That is the man wl10 mllck 
the intujection. (Laughter.) 

:\Ir. COOPER: The interject-ion -was also 
rr;_ado at a sirnilar stage b.v other hon. n1CHl­

bcr~ on the Govc1_'nm·cnt ~ido. The interjcc-
1ion, to the best of rny recoll(~ction. a~ to 
this effect, "The jury fnnctioncrl as John 
\Yren \Yftniod tl1crn." (Gon~rnnwnt di-­
·Pllt.) 

:\'L SPEAKER: Order 
:0.-lr. KERR: rrhat was llCYCl' ~aid. 

Mr. COOPI<;R: I am sorry: I a.m speak­
ing '' ithont the '· Hansard" proof. (Go­
Yf'l'nrncnt di •scnt. i I am in the difficultv that 
I haYe not the '' Ransard" proof. If the 
)?on. member for l':undah had mentioned the· 
mattcr. I could haYe had the proof in rohut­
tal. I can assure you, :VIr. Speaker, that 
I saw some such words credited to t.he hon. 
ntember for Port Curtis, and I am sure that 
the hon. member for Kenne<h. who was 
sneaking at thC tirno, can bcai: 1nc out in 
that. 

Al:TJITORCE:.JERAL'S REPORTS. 

SeFRDJE Coc:RT Fn;DS A(T. 

11r. SPEAKER announced the rucc•ipt 
frmn the .L\.uditor-Cenoral of his thirty-~ixth 
n.nnual report nndc1~ " T'he Supr·~'lne C\ .. mrt 
Funds Art of 1895." 

Ordered to bo printed. 

l'APERS 

The follmYing paper wa' laid on I he table. 
and ordered to be printed :-

Fifth annual report of the Director of 
Infant \Velfarc for the year ended 
the 30th J unc, 1931. 

The following paper was laid on iho 
table:-

Order in Council under "The Inconw 
(Unemployment Relief) Tax Act of 
1930," with regard to method of col­
lection of tax on inco1ne clcrin:d 
from the sale of opossum skins. 
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PRIVILEGE. 

J'UBi.l CA TIC!\ OF l\' OTICES OF QUESTIOl\S. 

Hr. '.. J. JO:!\'ES (Paddington) [3.50]: 
desire pcrrni~,Jion to sp,~ak on a question 

'(;f priYjlcgc. 

l\Tr. SPEAKER: Is it the wish of the 
House t'hat the hon. member be allowed to 
speak on the question of priyi]ege '? 

Ho;.;:ouR'BLE TviEi-.BERS: Hear, henr! 

:Mr. A. J. JO:::\ES: I dc"Jire to draw -vour 
~ttc10tion, Mr. Speaker, to a numbc; of 
<:•uestions published in a n1orning pap~r 
,\-lJirb l'rc to be addressed to the Secretar\' 
for by the hon, member for MiranL 
As qucstione, : s published do not in 
~tny \Y.ay coiEcide with the questions appear­
Ing on ih0 businc-"s-sheet or with thosfJ 
asked by the hon. member for i\Iirani, I 
would like to know whether thev haYe been 
censor ~d, and, if so, is there ~nv \V ay in 
which this Hou ,: can protect itself against 
the pub!icctticn uf questions which are not 
asked by tho hon. member giving notice of 
them·: 

Mr. SPEAKER: I h:wo given a good 
deal of tonsidoration in regard to ~ thi~ 
m11ttor. and take all re-ponsibilitv for the 
cditi11g of notice's of questions. This session 
l ha\·c adopted no new rule in conueetion 
\Yith the nutttcr, and I an1 endcavourin-::;· 
to carrv cHt the procedure followed in other 
ParlianF•nt.-: with rcsnrct to tho fonn in 
\Yhich qu< •7,t1on, shoul(l be subn1itted. 

The questions sub1nittcll bv th; hon. mcn1· 
!)(~1· for J\1iran1 :.'csterday cOntained quite a 
lot of matter. which I ordered 
to hr I take full responsibility for 
nnythin~, 1 do in that regard. I ahYays 
consult the Clerk of Parliament before I 
come 1.0 any decision with regard to the 
matter. l think hon. members will recog­
nise _th,tt recently t.hc privilPgc of asking 
quc.-bons hu~ br-en abu'~· \d in sorno direc­
tions. I do not think it is in order to brino· 
questions of a personal nature before thi: 
Parli[unent ~t all, and those who wish to 
get certain infonnation of the kind \vhich 
has bcc11 sou'.;:ht should go to the departn1ent 
concenwd. l do not think Parliament should 
be nseci to obtain information with regard 
to \Yhich u nu1nlx~r of questions havo been 
ubn1ittcd. beC'aU.Sf' thero is a very great 

d ·D~'('J' f\.l~Lt '!l'aVO -i.niun.· fi1RV be done to 
p,_ n•-on;.; \Yhor;- tlH• que::;ti'oncr "rnay ha Ye no 
intention of injuring. 

Mr. A. J. J ONES: In this case, Mr. 
Speaker) ~-ou ha vc protected the honour and 
dignity of Parliament. 

GOYER::\:'VIE:::\T I::"i"DUSTRIAL POLICY. 

RESL'MPTION OF DEBATE. 

Question stated-
" That, in the opinion of this House. 

the Government's policy of wa~es 
1. duction, cancellation and suspcns1on 
of awards, together with curtailment of 
the general provisions for the health, 
s"Jcty, and welfare of the mass of the 
indu<;trial workers in this State, has 
increased unemployment, bankrupted 
many businesses, and has inflicted 
ihjury on the people generally, parti­
cularly those for whose benefit the 
industrial laws were P,rimurily initiated. 

This Iiou·,.• also records its opinion that 
ench a policy is in direct conflict with, 
and a gross repudiation of, the GovPrll· 
lllCHt's pre-elcction pledges and pro­
r:niscs" (Jir. Pollocl..:'s Jnotion)-

ou which :\lr. Sizer had moved tho following 
n:mcndrncnt:-

'· Omit all words aftn the word 
' I1ousc.' 

nnd imort in lieu thereof the words-
, a policy of cecuring co-operation 
a.rnongst citizens of all political 
partic;;; to work for the C01nn1on 
good, prc·;onts the bc'st solution of 
our acute national difFiculties.'" 

Mr. KERR (EnorJ(f. rn) [2.57]: I believe 
that wo mav assume that the hon. mccnbcr for 
Ur 'gor~. ~~:·Jkc: for tho Opposition wl~cn ;.,ub­
mittillg hi;;; rnction. y llich possibly m;1y be 
lnokecl u.non a.< a \Yant cf confu1enrc :;.notion. 
F( r . H' :.:)011 it is a conv1re11e-n~ive 1nohon 

vvith c ,cr,Y 11haso of our naticual llfe. 
v agc3, condition~. the health or c,ufforing of 
the colnnlunity. a11d c;·cr,y ether factor pos­
sible. 

One of the ou.htanrling factors of the 
;;.:.peceh of tlle hon. member for Grcgorv wa~ 

'· Han :,1rd" 
GoYcnunent 

~ broken prornisos, the 
Labour Go\·crnnu:nt. \vhcn in offic0 and when 
appealing to the ~lectors, were exactly in 
the same crrtc~·ory. 

}.Ir. PE.\SE: Thcv "\V('re not; they never 
gulled the people. , 

::\lr. I~ERR: Take, for instance) such 
thln~;) as pron1isL in connection with child­
hoorf cudo"\Ylllt nt and pensions for poor 

and orphans. \Ye kno"\Y such pro-
"\,'C'l'C de,-~nitelv made bv aclvcrtise­

H!Cllt.;;;. an.i othC'l'VYiso ·and broadc~st through­
out Qnh.'nsland. As non12 of those })rornisc:­
!Jrr,-c been fulfilled, v:c find hon. members 
nppo~it~ ha Ye been in exactly the same 
boat. Tvi-·o y;rongs will never rnakc a right; 
and the Oppo:"ition have no r3.se in regard 
to charvc.;;;; of bl"okrn prorniscs against this 
Go\~ernrncnt. for th(~ n :tson that tho condi­
tions which. exl;:ted after this Govern1ncnt 
r crno into power made it impossible to 
carry out 'on1c of their election prorniscs. 

\Yhcn ;ur. :\IcCormnck -.,-as Premier of 
Qneen:,land. he promised a reduction of rail­
wa-.· freights and fares, and said that thP 
income tax would have to make good the 
deficit in the raihray revenue. 

Speaking ~t New Farm prior to the 1926 
dcction, Mr. McCormack stid that he would 
n0t incre<:t~c freights and fares, but in1me~ 
cliatelv after the clc•ction the freights and 
fares ·on the QtHocndand railways went np 
by at !Past 10 per c<nt.-in some cases 
rnorc. Thrre was a -definite pledge, and .a 
definite bEaking of that pledge. 

C\Ir. PE.\ SE : lie ma v be reported to have 
~aid su. " 

:\:Ir. KERR: It was not a question of 
b~ing reported to have said it. It was in 
his policy speech. which was typed out 
before it was delivered, and the papers pub­
lished it in full. 

The hon. member for Gregory said that 
the nolirv of out Government is \Vage n~duc­
tion~ I- chalicnge that statement. 'rhis 
Government has no such policy; but it is a 
burning question in our n1idst to-day; and 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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I am prepare-d to take the platform any­
where and debate this question with any 
member of the Opposition. Our policy sets 
out to achieve and protect a proper standard 
of livin~ conditions for the people of this 
State. \Vc have protected hours and wa[:>:ee. 
\Vhen our Government came into power they 
had the opportunity of placing their owu 
representative-; on the Industrial Court, but 
they were honest enough to retain the per­
sonnel of the existing coutt. as appointed 
by hon. members. Hon. members oppo••itc 
must give us credit for being fair in that 
respect. 

Mr. PEASE: You altered the Act. 

Mr. KERR: I shall come to that i" a 
minute. In supporting the amendment, I 
want to stre• 3 the importance of good will 
in thP community. No one knows better 
than hon. members of this House that at 
the present sta "" there must be gocd will 
between political parties. Recently, in tho 
old country, Mr. Rc,msay JYlacDonald, the 
Labour Prime Minister, has given a lead 
to the world; and it is a most inopportune 
moment for any pai·ty to bring down a 
motion such as this, which can only cause 
discord in the community and make things 
more difficult all round. 

Our Government did not like doim; what 
they have had to do-it was no pleasure to 
them-but critici'm like that of the hem. 
membu for.Gregory only makes the position 
more difficult. Of course, he is entitled to 
rnove thi~ motion, but at such a crirical 
time he should have refrained from doing 
so. The hon. member has been hero fo:c 
many years. and mtht recognise our difficul­
ties. I-Ic should give the Government a 
chance and co-operate with them, for. by 
the amendment, wo arc only seeking a little 
co-operation in our endeavours to assist the 
State. 

The Government have stood for keeping 
up wages and conditions; and it is nothing 
new :if the;.~ have bPen brought do1.vn by the 
Industrial Court. Every Minister in the late 
Governrnont signed a petition to the court 
to reduce wages. That happened only a 
few short years ago. Have they forgotten 
it? Have they forgotten that afterwards 
they went to the Emu Park Convention, 
where the hon. member who now has the 
audacit_v to s11bmit this motion and to sa;; 
that living conditions are being brought 
down was one of those who voted for a 
reduction of wages? He was one ot tllo' ~~ 
who said that the basic wage w cs too high, 
and should come down from £4 5s. to £4. 
To-day, with his tongue in his check, he 
complains that our Government are break­
ing down conditions. They are not. They 
arc maintaining the Industrial Court. The 
hon. member for Gregory attended that con­
Ycntion, and Yotcd for a reduction in the 
basic W8cge, in com1non \vith l\1ini~ters of 
the Crown. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That is not true. 

::Y1r. KERR: The hon. member knows that 
he was in the majority on that occasion 
when the motion was carried by thirty-seven 
to thirty-five. What is the good of saying 
it is not true? The hon. member for Leich­
hardt \\<1s another who went up there an<! 
voted for a reduCtion of wages. What 
hypocrisy! 

Mr. A. J. JONES: \Ve voted in favour of 
arbitration. 

[Jllr. flcrr. 

Yrr. KERR: That was not the effect of 
the vote. The motion proposed that the 
basic wage should be restored to £4 5s. per 
week, and Messrs. Theodoro. McCocmack, 
and other members of the Cabinet, as well 
as the hon. member for Gregory and the 
hon. member for Leichhardt, yoted against 
the motion. 

:Wr. POLLOCK : You are not tellinfC the 
truth. 

Mr. KERR: I am telling the truth. The 
mtme of the hon. mcmhet· for Gregory was 
published throughout Queensland. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: You are deliberatelv mis­
construing. 2\i[y name was not published 
as a voter in favour cf a reduction of wages. 

Mr. KERR : The object of the motion 
w1.s to restore the basic ,_,·age to £4 5s. per 
Y~'eek. 

:;vir. Por.L00K: We voted against Parlia­
Jnent fixing the basic wag0. 

Mr. KERH: You voted 1 gainst the rc>tora­
tion of the basic wage to £4 5s. per week. 

I <·'ln appreciate the attempt of the Oppo­
sition in moving ,·uch a comprehensiYe motion 
with the object of criticising the Government 
and charging- them with breaking election 
promises. I haYe to admit that we haYe ~een 
compelled to break some of those promrses, 
but I have also to point out that, when 
the Labour Government were in power, 
\va,ges \vere reduced. 

The Gm-ermrnnt relief scheme and the 
srh0n1o provjd_jn ...... for intPrmittent work have 
conferred considerable benefit upon the 
unemplovccl people of this State. I do not 
for one 'rnomcnt anticinate that the Govern­
ment will be defeated· at the next elections, 
hut, if they are defeated, the work that they 
have done in the interests of the unemployed 
will stand as a monument to t-heir credit. 
'!'he Government are not on tho defensive, 
lmowinrr full ,-ell that thA common sense of 
tho pc~1lo will JWcvaiL and that the'" will 
be returned to powBr again. 

The hon. member for Gregory has stated 
that the Government are regardless of the 
welfare of the people, but in his own heart 
he knows that we have the welfare of the 
p~oplo at heart, and that our work will 
stand as a mom1ment to our credit. 

I should also like to remind the hon. mem­
ber for Grer,-ory that the Imperial Labour 
Government has iust smash,,d on the ques­
tion of the dole, and that a National Govern­
ment has been set up. 

Mr. PE.\SE: -was that the came of their 
downfall? 

Mr. KERR : Absolutely ! 
Mr. PEASE: Rubbish! 
Mr. KERR: It is bcvond doubt that the 

MacDonald Ministry \\;·as wrecked on the 
question of how much should, be pai~ by 
way of dole. 'The other pomts at rssue 
v,-m·e satisfactorily dis]Jo,ed of, but. w~en the 
que;tion of dolo payments was conside_r<;Jd, 
an agreement was impossible, and the Bntrsh 
Cabinet »<lS sma,,hed and a National Go­
vernment set up in its place. It _is 
absolutely certain that this Government wrll 
not smash on the dole question, because we 
have provided more work for the unem­
ployed than any other Government in Aus­
tralia or in any other part of the world. 
It is a deliberate misstatement to say that 
we are <mtirely regardless of the welfare of 
the people. ·we. ~have set out to provide 
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work, shelter, end clothing for the people 
who are unemployed, and we are the only 
Government who have been able to find 
work of some kind for every married man. 
I admit that the problem of the single man 
presents tremendous difficulties, but not one 
manied man in Queensland, unless he be 
an invalid in receipt of rations, is unable 
to draw some money to meet his commit­
ments. 

I have to admit that the position is becom­
ing very n1twh more acute on financial 
grounds, but any man ;•, ho is not prepared 
to contribute 6d. in the £1 to assist the 
intermittent relief worker to obtain double 
the amount of work is not worth his salt. 
T sincerely hope that additional work will 
be provided for the intermittent married 
worker who has a family. It remained for 
this Government to extend the proper treat­
ment to the unemployed, but during the 
fourteen years of their administration the 
Labour Government had not sufficient incen­
tive or brain-power to formulate a scheme 
prm-iding work in place of the demoralising 
system of grantin;~ rations_ 

J\fr. PoLLOCK: The present Governm<mt 
are u~i!ising. the unemployed to cut grass 
and d1g drains. 

Mr. KERR: Is that not much better than 
·~tanding in a queue for hours v. aiting for a 
few poundr' of beef to be tos'sod ov0r the 
counter? That was the svsten1 slayishlv 
foilo-..ved by the Labour G~vornn1ont. an~l 
the_ s·-,tem on which they were wrecked. 
Is It not better for us to sav to a rnan. 
" Go and clo yonr -..vork; and. \\~hen vou ha,·~ 
c~onP i_t. we .'vill give you £L £2." or ev(~n 
;b3. w1th wh1ch vou can buv food a ne! cloth­
ing?" I-Ion. mOmborF oppOsit~, must [~urclv 
admit that that is prefr't·able to tho ol~l 
~;ystLm, under -..vhich n1cn lined up in queues 
D t ~.he relief depots, and \Ye re handed out 
ntnous con1n1oditio~ .. wj1~h the result that n, 

rnrrn who rC'c;_.}vcd- 6 lb. of ~ugar vvould 
probably take it to hjs grocer. and s~ty., 
·'I don't 1X:lnt all this sugar. \Vill YOU 

give 1no "0n1ething in plncc of it?" The 
\Vholo system sa You red of th0 days of barter 
-of th, old days' in Scotland, when horse­
'!'hoe n?.,ils 1vere a fonn of curren,~'\~. I 
nnhesitatingiy that it is much bdtcr 
··ive a man thf' money, and let him take 
1t hornc to his vvife, vvho can make 1vhatevor 
purcbasps she desires. Better bv far to cut 
gras~~ tl:an to stand in a qn0ue ~in order to 
go~ _a parcel of food_ It is a tragedy to 
tln:.k that the late fiovernmont permitted 
that eort of thing. It remained for this 
Administration to co!lw forwar·d with a 
scheme that is without equal in the Com­
monwealth to-day. No better proof can be 
ndclncecl to show that the statements con­
tained in the motion of tho hon. member 
for Gregory are whollv fallacious than the 
foll_o,Y:ing comparati,,~e ~ fi~ures showing the 
rf'hef payincnts that aro being made in 
1 he various States:-

Vietoria 
Nmv South. Wales 
South A ust.ralia 
Queensland 

Man with 
wife and 2 
f'hilrlr0n. 

(per week). 

s. d. 
11 6 
19 7 
14 11 
22 6 

l\fan '~·ith 
wife and 6 
children. 

(per week)_ 

8. d. 
17 6 
27 8 
21 10 
38 0 

Hon. members opposite, who aro so prone 
to talk about distress in this State, would 
do well to remember that the Queensland 
Gm·ernment is the only one in Australia 
"hi eh is making a genuine effort to help 
the people. If the hon. member for Gregory 
has :my kick a,bout starving people, it is 
a:;ainst his colleagues in the other States 
cf the Commonwealth-not against thio Go­
Yernment, ·whose humanitarian actions hare 
met with v.·idcspread approval. I Yonture 
to say that 99 per cent. of the men con­
e l'rned are standing behind the Go\·:rnmen1

j 

four-square in connection with relief \York. 
\\~e know the good work that is being done 
in conn<ection with that work. For example, 
at the \Vindsor Si ate school we know that 
the relief '.'corkers' arc beautifying the school 
p·ourHh and aro making it a better asset 
to the State. Of course, it may be argued 
that that is not reproductive; but it cannot 
"'riousl.l- be argued that anything which 
tends to tho adv:mcement of education-and, 
nfter ail, pleasant surroundings do that­
io not worth while to tho comrnunit]·. 

\Vit.h regard to the remarks of the hon. 
nwmber for Gregory that the health of the 
community is le's favourable to-day than 
it has been prcvious'ly, I say unhesitatingly 
that never in the historv of the State has 
the health of the people ·been better tha11 it 
is to-day. Even in ref-lpect of the -"',-ark 
whioli the hon. member criticises-the cutting 
of gn1,,:;; and the digging of drains-\vn are 
doing something to safeguard the health 
nf the community. The but proof of the 
itnccuracv of tho hon. member's statc1ncnt 
aLout th~ ill-health of the community is to 
bP found in the oflicial statistics, which show 
that the health of the peuple of Quecns­
h has never heon better than during 
the et six months. 

It will be noticed by the papers this morn­
ing th~tt the ccst of liYing in Queensland is 
corning dolvn. I rHln1it ih-at some lin( haYe 
rcot bi!en rPduced. but there is a reduction 
in reM. in bread. in beef. and in buttc -
the "three B·s "-and we were told by the 
Labour Partv when thcv first came into 
pO\iVCr that they \rero ioing to give the 
ncople chc,tp beef, cheap bread, awl cheap 
buttor. 

The hon. member for Gregory considers 
it would b,, vr~rv nice to haYc a rcund-table 
conft~rencc on i:.hesc matters-not onl v an 
academic discussion, but a real argu~ent. 
Ho has tri<d to do his best t'o draw a line 
of dt'rnarcation between the producers in the 

wlw produce all our \Ycalth, and 
people in th,, metropolitan area, who 

n.re coYercd by awards of the Industrial 
Conrt_ He ebted the.t the Government are 
eskihli~hing pools and boards, and are fixing 
prlco~ for cotnmoditjes; and h:; has tricrl to 
dra,,~ a red herring bct\:t en the two sections, 
hoping- that members like mys,•lf would 
::.tand up and say, "Break your boards eau­
trolling butter; smash all your pcols con­
trolling wheat; and for tho men in the city 
keep your Industrial Court !" He said, on 
the one hand, we are doing so and so, and, 
on the other hand, we are doing nothing. 
Ho has to go a little bit deeper than that. 
Talk of this kind will get him nowhere. We 
in Australia have to depend at· the present 
time on tho primary producers. It is from 
them that we get our wealth. I have a deep 
feeling in this regard, and the Nationalist 
Party is broadminded enough to support 
pools and other things to give the primary 

ll1r. Kerr.] 
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producer a dcccr.t living, and to retain. on 
the other hand, the Industrial Court to 
ensure that the worker shall get a fair 
price for his commodity-, which is his labour. 
That is where tl1c Labour Party fails. 

I read the hon. member's speech very 
clo-cly, "nd the infen nc2 to bo drawn from 
his remarks is that we shot,ld smash up 
pools and so forth, together with the Indus­
tTial Court. Let n1n repcrrt that these board~ 
;1nd pools \-:ere established bv the Govcn:;_. 
me ut' und0!" which he •-at for fourteen vc •.r . 
If he has an_- kick coming against ~these 
pools, lot him be man enough to ,.tand up 
and castigate the Gon•rnmeut of •. hich h" 
was so arclcnt a supporter for so long. It 
i3 nothing but hypocri,· on the part of thr! 
hon. rncrnbcr) who, I prcsurue, is speaking 
for the Opposition in this connection. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: I do not desire to raise 
friYolouc; points of order, but surely 
" hypocri ,y " is not m order ! 

Mr. Sl'EAKER: It I'· not m crdcr. 

:\Ir. KERR: The word must not be u"'d: 
}lr. PoLLOCK: You should withdraw. 

IVlr. SPEAKJi~R: The hen. =l~( l!J.bu· L1ust 
withdmw the cxprccsion. 

l(ERU: I 1Yithdra\1·. I haY(' cx~unincd 
the rnotion rnoyed by the hon. rnern­

it shO\V3 clearly that he is trying 
aboqt a clca,yagc~ bet'.veojl the two 

sectio.ls of tht' con11nunity '\·ithout sa:,ing 
dcfinitelv T'>'hat he nrcan2>. That sort of thilH 
is .dl r~ght on a pt!:Jllc platfornl, but rhC 
hun. rnem bt l' lo,::;c3 caste •.-:heu he con1es into 
this Charnbrr and is not gan1c to state his 
opinions 011 thcsn rnattor~. rrhat is where 
the hon. nlCinbcr has failed. 'I'hc rnotion i·3 
framed in a cl.cycr ·way; but, when the 
people ,.·hat has been clone by the 
Nutionali,~t Party, thoy will not hesitate tl> 
~t.and up for the Govcrnnwnt'. The people 
ha YU CYl~rythinb to gain by supporting th\_ 
prcsc•nt Go\-cnuncnt. It is true have had 
to Jr} rrLuly things that we ha YC not hkccl 
doing·. 

The Goyer:nn1cnt recogni:::-e this 1notion 
is not airned altogether at conntrv but 
more at the indLbtri:d \,orker. \Yhat" have 
· ·e as u G-uYt'runH-~lt done for the people? 
\Ve ll:t\·c giv~.._·n l'elief to the people who have 
n1ortgage::i o, (~r their hornes. and there can 
bo no foreclosure until matters have been 
[Jlaccd before a court for decision. 0Ltr 
\\ orkcrs' homes aro to-da v a credit to the 
Secretary for Public \Yori<s, and no person 
i.a UlTi',_:·~ \·.;tL n·n· ·!t conu 1·t· 1 vvith a 
\"""orkcr's homo ha' bu~n turned out of his 
hornc. \Yhcn the Labour Goyernrnent \Yere 
in po\rcr, thc:v turned people out of workers' 
home-, when the:' 1>H1ld uot pay their rent, 
but this Govcmmcnt ha- taken no action 
in that dit·ection. There aro pc·:Jple who 
are o~tt of '.~.,ark vvbo cannot pa:v their rent 
as fhcy have 1 o rnon07· coming in, ancl the 
Governlnf'nt hase sho\Vll toleration and 
generosity towards the:m. and erHtb1cd thmn 
to rda1n their homes. The Govcrnrnent 
brought in a Bill £or th"tt purpose. 

I represent an industrial area, and I 
vvould bo \villing to see an increase of ~d. 
per kaf before I would cripple the great 
flour industry. A man in public life h"lS to 
stand by the producer in that case. If tho 
producers go out of existence, then we shall 
nol get bread. It is exactly the same as 
wages to-day. If there is no n1oney to pay 

: !l1.r. J{ err. 

them, a man doeJ not get \\ .tges; and, if 
wheat is not produced, \YO shall get no bread 
at all. It is our duty as members of Parlia­
ment to guard the national pur· e. I could 
mako myself a hero if I pointed out that 
the hon. ·member for A!bert, who is chairman 
of the Butter Board, and the hon. member 
for Lor·kyer, who is chairman of directors 
of the co-oper ;tive butter factory in his 
district. were putting ~cl. a lb. on butter, 
which I would not agree to. That is what 
the Labour Government have been doing 
for years, and that is tho difforcnco between 
the Labour Government and this Govern­
ment. \Ve sav that we shall be returned 
.-ithout anv t"rouble at the next election 

because we" have recognised all sections of 
the community. It is easy enough by various 
methods to get snpport at election time, 
but you have to ca::ry out your promises 
if it is at all poe.,ible to do so. 

The hon. member for Gl"<'::ory was a 
supporter of tho Government which estab­
lished pools for primary producers. \Vhen 
-peaking the other day. he was trying to 
run clown the pools organised for the far­
rnL'rs, and he is tr:;ing to crush them b}' 
this motion. \7c are willing to be judged 
for our actions at the bar of public opinion 
in this matter. There is no objection to 
the fixation of prices so long as Queensland 
and Australi" are in the present difficult 
position. The hon. m< mber for Gregory 
n1entioncd bankrupt bnsincsscs in Queens­
land, but the re ,ponsibilit:c for that is not 
attachable to this Government. If the hon. 
lllc'mh~r considered the matt-or at all, he 
\Yotdd realise that onr GoYPrninn:nt have 
taken stens in manv directions to sa vc busi* 
IH .'3,.,•.s frOm crashirig. 

I find from the la test fignrb I have been 
able to obtain that tho value of secondary 
inda tries in Australia is £420.000,000, which 
is a tremendous amonnt. Those figures 
show that. token in conjunction with our 
prin1ary proOucts, we are going to ('Orno out 
aH ri~·ht. \Vc must n~covor prosperity vdth 
our secondary irul11:-tries in course of time, 
and busirwsses \\;]) not become bankrupt 
so long ac people have confrdenco in this 
GoYcrnrnent. 'A! c vvant companies to come 
hero to develop industries. I will show 
\Yhat the banks ha,-e done for Anstralia in 
this crisis. Actnally they ha,-e lent far more 
monrv than thev hove received from the 
people. " 

:Mr. SPEAKER: C:rdcr! Thr hor'. mem­
ber has exhn tHtrrl the time a llo c J him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. I-JAKLO:\" (Ith'Tca) [3,30]: It vas 
:-tnln~int~· to li~tcn to the hon. n1C1nbm· for 
Enoggera raging hero thi~ nftcrnonn. I 
think I am justified in lwlieving that the· 
hon. ruomh,·r is losing- his nerve as the 
''lcction approaches. H c yelled franticaUy 
that. the Government aro going to be 
returned; but he neYcr -cca~ca apologising 
for them. 

The motion of the hon. m cm bcr for Gre­
gory \vrrs most comprehensive, and one 
to \\hich every hon. member could well 
address himself. It offered larro sconn for 
the debate, and it is " pity that the Minister 
moved his amendment where he did. Tc~cro 
is no doubt that "·o all reali>ic the "l'alue of 
co-operation amongst the citizens of this 
State in an endPavour to put it again on 
a· sonnd footing; and every decent citizen 
in the community would be prepared to 
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eo-oncra..tc \'i'ith anyone "\Yho would endeayonr 
to brincr iG back to prospcritv. Tlw Labm1r 
Purty l1as never mado anY secret of its 
de,it;c to co~opcratc with the Go,·ernment 
in anything they will do for the benefit of 
tbe r:copln of this State. It is a most 
cJe,irahk thing that members of all parties 
here Ahould co-operate in giYing effPct to 
t]le propo3ition o~ , the hon. :"'1 IYJcmbcr !or 
Orcgor~, ; but nc1tncr the l:')PCTC'tary ror 
Labour and Industry nor the hon. n1e1nber 
for Enoggcra gayc any indication that ho 
.,,.,. willing to eo~operate ,,·ith thi' party 
in iL desire to restore livir~g and working 
conditions and the wa<"~s of the people of 
this State. Nor has either of them given 
an• id"'* ihat he is willing to co~operat•· 
with hon. members on this •ide in safe~ 
gu:u<ling tho hcalt)' a17d h.,ppincss of. our 
citizen::.. Co-op0rabon 111 tho abstract h of 
verv little value to the people of Queen<~ 
lan~l vvho arC' hu11~T>~ or seeking \York. It 
does not satisfv hur1grv children, nor will 
it coYot cold bodi,,s in~ the \Yintcr went her. 
This party hns ah:a:vs been willing to eo~ 
operat,~ v:;ith anvon0 1 ho IYOn1c1 do anything 
for tlH~ wc1farf' of th0 citizens of thf' country; 
n nd I can a.:.;:-~qt"( th0 J\Iini~tPr a1Hl <~YC'l"-" 
oth0r hot•. m0n1bt'r o:-~ thP oth0r ~idt~ that, 1f 
i-hf' wilt siYc an indication cn:.1 
nt that thee~ are tJrPpaJ'Pd to 

pledge; they made to the 
in 1\I:tv. 1929, th " will haw thn 

ro-oner3Jion of this party. 
\Yhen addrPs~ing this :Hon~C' on 'rharsday 

la"t, the ~,Ilni~tcr gavn us 110 indjca.tion of 
tho direction in y hich he wiohocl to ha Ye 
co-op('ratit,n. You can find in his rcmad{s 
a n1c~t veLon1ous attack on the Labonr 
Part:v. I-Ic aS~{od for their l'J~oper ,tion, 
but he said CYPl'7thing that he could think 
nf thr1t •; offpr~lsivP~evcrsthin~ caku1atc(1 
to prevent co~operation. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR LABOcR AND INDt'STRY : 
I did not. 

:VIr. HA~LO'\: Hr said cvorvthinc; that 
undrr ordinarv cirrurnstanc~'s \\~otlld repel 
r·Yf'r. hodv f~·Orn \Yhorn co-ope-ration wa-= 
c~c 1 1J:,,cl, 'bnt made no 5lF:-);cstjr;n of i:lll'-' 

\y 'P{ in ·vv}lieh hr ,,ea;; pr0pared to nH'Pt 
on~· co~orw1·atioa in improving· tlu• conditio11 
of th:-. pt:oplP of this State. Arrarcn+-l:I 
the :~Iini~b·r's idPa of co-operation b0twccn 
rolitical partiAs is that the Labour Party 
>ho,]tl fo!low the example of the Government 
and forgot all a bont political nrincipk~. 
break all the pledges that it has :::iYon its 
supporters. and drop all the iclc>ab with 
"·hich it is imnired, 'i:hrow overboard all 
its aims ann ob]ects for the bcnr,fit of thr' 

or king people; in short. that it shonld 
become a spineless ac('01nplicP of tbc Go­
vcrnmC'nt in thf'h~ attark on tl10 war;o~ and 
conditions of the community. If by co~opcra~ 
tion the hon. gentleman meant that we 
shoulr1 be tho accomplices of thn GoY ern· 
ment in tlwsc things, then we will haYe 
nothing to do with it; but, if the Govern~ 
mcnt will make ally proposal which can be 
shown to be genuine] v in the> interests of 
the men, women, and children of this State. 
then our co~operation will be free and 
hearty. 

The Government have been in power for 
two and a~half yoars. Ca;1 any hon. rncmbPr 
opposite or any other hon. membc'r show 
mo any way in which they have given us the 
opportunity to co~opcrato? :Ministers have 
thrown clown Bills here, and told us frankly 

that they must pas' in that. form. and that 
no arguments 1:yould be con~idercd. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
\Ye have accepted some of your amend~ 
n1ents. 

Mr. HANLO:\f: Oniv whon the Governm~nt 
woro driven to do it in fear and trembling, 
as they were driven to the decision not to 
1>~·ore' :1 with a fivc~year l)arliamcut. That 
\, ,1· an amondmont that was ncceptecl; and 
it was an amendment that was not moved 
1!1 t.his Chamber, but one rnovcd in the City 
Hall. In similar oircmll' tances, no doubt. 
the Government would accept other amend·· 
menh. They would accept amcn~mcnts whc,n 
;-;, ·.nffi:;icnt outcry had Lccn rau;cd by tlus 
pa~ty against their proposed action. T ben, 
of course, thoy gave way to a very lntlc 
extent. 

\Vo have had the spectacle of a !Jnancid 
nwasurn being thrown do1vl?- by ~ ).1inistcr, 
and being informed by the Premwr that n.o 
amendments would bo t<eceptcd from tins 
,,ido, and that tho Bill must go throu15h .in 
·;ts original form. ·what a fine way to mv1te 
co-onc_;_·a.tion ! If thcrH 1s to bo rtny co-op<~ra­
tiou_._ between politic>al parties, then tho Go­
vernment should also seek tho support and 
co~operc,tion of tl-;o people. It would not do 
the Government any good to have hon. rnem~ 
hers on this cide so far forget iheir political 
co:1victions and princ1p1cs rrs to co~opcrate 
\Yith the1n whilst. not sc::uring tho eo-opera~ 
tion of tho pevple outeidf'. The mero eo~ 
operation of m'cmbere of Parliament means 
,·cry little if we have not the co~op.eratwn 
of the people who create the Parhament. 
,Just look at the manner in which the Go~ 
,·ernmont sought the co~opcration of _tho 
m Jple of this State ! They barely had time 
to wa.rm the seats of office when they made 
an attack upon the living ooncliiions of the 
people. They did not '!·ait. for the opcmng 
of Parlial'Y'"ent before 1-smng then· ukase 
l nccll1Hg the rural workers' award. thereby 
f'onC!cmn1ng the people in ~u_ra1 arc?-s to 
having their standard of hvmg serious!:: 
reduced. At the ver:~ f1rst Cabinet meeting 
held b.• the present J\Iinistry it "'1S de;idocl 
to suspend the rural workers' award. They 
launched their first invitation to the people 
to co~operate by removing the rural workers 
from the protection of the Industrial Court, 
thcr.•bv condemning them to industrial out~ 
1awr~~." rrhat is r: flnc inYitation for CO­

Operation. The present GoYernmen~ made a 
very big mouthful clunng the electwn cam~ 
paign of their prom i2c t? giYo ~he bo5ys a1.1d 
g-irls a chance; but iho flr·t actwn taken m 
that direction was an attack upon the work~ 
i1w conditions and the employment of the 
bo~~s and girls by wrecking the Appron~ 
ticcship Act. Hon. members opposite know 
that. Thcv even condemned the appren~ 
ticcs who 'h, cl scned their time a.ncl had 
reached tweni, ~one vears of age to work two 
rncre vears, not as ~nprenti-ce,, but as under­
paid fourneymen. There was ano~her beau­
tiful invitation to the people of th1s State to 
co~oporatc with the Government-the abso~ 
lute wrecking of tho best features of the 
Apprenticeship Act, which the people ha.d 
enjoyed for many years ! 

:\fo sooner had the Government reached 
the Troa•urv benches than the Attorney~ 
General lau;;checl his famous ukase to the 
people of this State, saying, "We aro going 
to ringbark the Arbitration Court." ~nother 
glorious invitation to the people of this State 
to co~opera.te with the Government in plac­
ing the State on a sound foundation! The 
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Government also removed the public servants 
from the protection of the court; they 
removed the station hands from the prDtec­
tion of the court; and they removed the 
workers cngagPd in metalliferous mining 
frD!n thcl protc0: ion of the court. They con­
demned about one-third of the people of this 
State to industrial outlawry, making one law 
for one section of the people and another 
law for another. Thf'y condemned all these 
people to indu'strial outlawry, leaving them 
open to attacks by any vicious wage-slasher 
who desire·d to inflict wage-slashing con­
ditions upon them. That was another invi­
tation from hon. meml,ers opposite to this 
party and to the people they represent to 
co-operate with the Government. 

During the last session of Parliament the 
Premier extended another invitation to the 
public senants of this State to co-operate 
with the Government in an attempt to right 
the finances of the country. When the Indus­
trial Court refused to reduce the salctries of 
the public servants to the extent desired by 
the Government, the Government-by Act of 
Parliament-inflicted upon the public ser­
vants the wage that they thought-not what 
the Industrial Court thought-would be suf­
ficient. Another invitation to the people to 
co-opera1-:-:- with the Government in setting 
the State on a sound foundation! During 
the first session of this Parliament the Go­
vernment extended another invitation to the 
workers of the State to co-operate by increas­
ing their hours of labour by Act of Parlia­
ment. thereby adding to an already over­
crowckd unemployed labour market. Another 
invitation to co-operate ! Another invita­
lion to co-operate was extended last year, 
when the Goverument took ls. per week 
from the amount allowed for the maintenance 
of the orphans of this State. I am sure that 
that invitation for the co-operation of the 
poor ar'd unprotected section of the com­
munity found a very fine response in the 
hearts of the people. \Vhat a beautiful way 
of tL<king the people of the State to co­
operate \vith the Govenunent! 

Another method in which they evidently 
cxpcctt'd us to co-operate was the inflict­
ing of taxation on the people, irrespective 
of the earning capacity of tho people to 
pay. \Vc had the famous taxation measure 
introduced into this Hotre which put a tax 
on domc:-;tic vvorkcrs, casual lvorkcrs, etc.­
even insisting on cadging a penny fro1n tho 
unfortunate woman who had to do a half­
day's va,hing. Cert.:tinly it as' a 
gro,duatod tax. but it was graduateu 
in tlw reYerse wa v to that in which the 
Labour Govcrnm0nt itnposed taxatio~l. 
Labour Governments always started with "­
low rat>' of tax on the !m\ er incomes and 
a higher rato as incornes mounted; but in 
this fau1ous income tax 1neasure the ta~ 
startr>d off at 5d. in the £1 on the pooresie 
and mo't s-,,-eated section of the communit;-, 
and fell by degrees to 3d. in the £1 on all 
persons in regular work and receiving larger 
income. The unfortunate person condemned 
to do a half-day's work in order to get 
a bit of food in the home was taxed 5d. 
in the £1. I suppose this Government would 
cxpect this party to co-operate with them; 
but, if that is the co-operation that th.c 
1iiuister means, it is not the conception of 
co-operation that is held by tho Labour 
ra,·ty. 

ThP Attorney-General also issued an in­
vitation to this party to co-operate in taxing 
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funds raised for charitable purpos'es. That 
is tt form of co-operation that wo refus<'d; 
"ne! >YC make no ttpology to the people 
of the State for refusing to tax these sub­
scriptions of the people given for charitahie 
11urposes. 

vVe also refused the invitation of the Sec­
retary for Public Instruction to co-operate 
in the ,<abotaging of our educational systcm­
W o refused to co-operate with the l'v1inister 
in sabotaging our -scholarship system. and 
undermining the greater part of the value 
which we had built up in our educational 
svstem. ...4..galn Y',e have no apologies to 
n;ake for refusing co-operation in that 
respect. 

Further, we refused to co-operate •with the 
Government when in a previous sess'ion of 
this P<trliament they disfranchised many 
t honsands of good white Australians in a 
Bill which gave a vote to Asiatics. We re­
fused to co-operate in that; we objected, 
and fou,ght the proposal. In the disfran­
chis'ernent of the people of this State we 
will not co-operate. If hon. members oppo­
site can bring forward a proposal to extend 
1ho franchise, then they will have our co­
operation. 

Mr. KE:'-iXY: One man one vote. 

cvlr. I-IANLO~: That i- not correct. 
Either the hon. member is a political dunce. 
or he is deluding himself. The Elections 
Act nassed bv the present Government dis­
fwnchised thousands of good white AU3-
lralians, while it conferred the franchise on 
c\siatics. I do not think the most bigoted 
Tol'y will expect this party to co-operate 
in that. Hon. members op)1ositc ask us 
to co-operate in disfranchising the bulk of 
our prop!.·- in local authority elections. V\,-e 
refuse to co-operate, and tnust continue to do 
::30. 

Another matter for which the present Go­
YNnment are responsible, and in whicl,l they 
nskNl us to co-operate, was' their attack upon 
the paym<'nts made under the Unomplo:, ed 
\Yorkers Insurance Act. For n1any year~ 
the citizens of this State have paid money 
under that Act under a contract with the 
Insurance Co1nrni:--sioner thnt, in the .ovont 
of their getting out of work, certain pay­
ments would be made. Pavments made under 
that Act are ~ot a dole o'r a charity gmnt; 
they are the honouring of a contract made 
behvecn tlw perwn insured and the Insur­
ance Commis ioner. J\1any faults have been 
found vvith priyate insunlnro companies' be­
Olll~e thev t~ndrri?Ourc:d to de>fault unon 
their contracts on very flimsy grounds; but 
in this case the Insurance Commissioner 
is directed bv the Government. and that 
contract hag ·been defaulted upon by the 
C:o1-ernment. because the~- have reduced the 
pa~-ments and shortened the period for 
which those pa~-mcnh :ne made. Surely 
hon. members oppo,site wili not expect that 
a Lahour Party, above all parties, could 
co-operate in that ~ 

AnothPl' opportunity which the Secretary 
for Public Works' has given the Labour 
Party and the people of this State to show 
how thev can co-operate with the Govern­
rne'lt is 'in the sabotag-ing of the inspection 
sv~tem under the Insp.-,ction of Machinery 
a·nd Scaffolding Acts, the Workers' Accom­
modation Acts, and so forth. This party 
refused to co-operate because, as we pointed 
out at the time, the cutting out of inspectors 
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under these Acts' was going to endanger 
the lives of the people of this State. The 
Labour Partv refuses under anv circumstances 
to co-operate with a Minister' who desires to 
t'lHlallgcr the liYes of our working people.· 
"-" hanl no apologies to offer for that. 

Promptly following upon the cutting down 
of the extent of inspection, it may have been 
noticed that in Fortitude Valley a girder 
weighing 5 tons fell from a crane to the 
footpath. By a miracle or the work o£ an 
ever-watchful providence, who is directing 
special attention to the unfortunate workers 
of Queensland during the period that the 
present Government are in office, it was 
or-dained that no ono was stan-ding on the 
;;pot where that girder fell. On that spot 
verv ofLcn there aro hun-dreds of people 
waiting for a tram car. So great was the 
fall of the girder that a plate 3 feet square 
went 3 feet 6 inches into tho footpath; so 
one 'an judge that tho girder fell with suffi­
cient force to do an injury tu any unfortu­
nate worker who might have been hit. This 
girder fell because there was not sufficient 
inspection of machinery on the job. A spar 
had been added to the length of the crane 
jib lifting this girder, contrary to the pro­
visions of the Act; and no inspector was 
there to see that the job was carried out in 
a Hwnucr safe to the workers. The natural 
result of extending the length of the jib of 
the crane in that mannm· was that the jib 
·collapsed. The force of the fall was so great 
that bricks from the side wall of the build­
ing which were knocked out smashed through 
the panels of the fence on the opposite si-do 
of the road. That is a matter in which this 
party refuses to co-operate with the JYlinis­
ter; and I have no hesitation in saying that 
not one member of t"his party will co-operate 
with any ~linister who endeaYours, either iu 
the interests of ecmwmy or anything else. 
to do things that will endanger the lives of 
our working people. 

Another action of the Government m 
which they im·itcd the co-operation of the 
people was the pDlitical victimisation of 
people appointed to various hospital boards 
-during the term of the Labour Government. 
Any member of a hospital board who was 
suspected of having Labour sympathies was 
immediately kicked out by the prHcnt 
Government, and someone who could be 
relied upon to support th" member for the 
di,;trict was put in his place. That is a 
sample of victimisation for political opinions 
with which this party will not co-operate. 
This party does not believe in political vic­
timisation. It no more believes in political 
victimisation. than it believes in political 
preference. Consequently wo will not 
co-operate in that way. 

\Ye also refused to co-operate with the 
Government when they embarked on that 
famous political wndetta which has cost this 
State in the vicinity of £20,000. Wo do not 
believe in political vendettas; and this party 
could not co-operate with tho Government 
in carrying out that political vendetta, 
which has failed so dismally. 

\Ve could not co-operate with the Govern­
ment in giving away the assets of the State. 
Hon. members will remember that a jam 
factory was sold to someone who certainly 
was not a presi-dent of a union or the secre­
tary of the Australian Labour Party. A 
jam factory which wac the property of tho 
people, and played a big part in keeping 
down the prioo of jam in this State, was 
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sol-d at a price t·hat was less than the value 
of the stock in hand and the unimproved 
value of the land on which the factory was 
built. They ,a]so gavo our stations away 
One, which I understand was sold when the 
drought w:,s on, was immediately CA1pitalised 
by a liability cGmpany at exactly ·double 
the figure paid to the Government. This 
party refuses to co-operate with the Govern­
ment in the giving a·way of tho State assets. 

Mr. KE"iNY: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point 
of o•·-dcr. Is the hon. member in order in 
saying that the Govennnent gave a\vay the 
St:tte's assets? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not 
in order in saYing that the Government gave 
away the State's assets, and he must with­
draw. 

Mr. HAXLON: I withdraw. The hon. 
member for Toombul will know that a very 
common way ·of advertising is to say, " It is 
not a sale; it io a gift." The hon. member 
will know that that slogan is common in 
rce;«rd to any business advertisement; an-d 
it was in that sense t·hat I used the expres­
sion. I was not attempting t-o insinuate 
that the Government gave away a station 
worth £500.000 for nothing. For all I know, 
they may have received a few shillings for 
ir. In the same way tho Labour Party 
could not by any means co-operate with the 
Government in the gi.-ing of extensions of 
leases to wealthy pastoralists at a time that 
they were saying that conditions prevente-d 
them from doing anything for the poorer 
sections of the community. This party also 
refused to co-operate with the Government 
when thfly attempted to give our most beau­
tiful park-the Acclimatisation Society's 
gal'dens-to the Royal :\'ational Agricultural 
Asoociation without a by-your-leave from 
the City Council, and without consulting 
nnyone outsi-de the Cabinet. This party 
would not co-operate with the Government 
in giving away the property of the people 
of Brisbane without consulting the City 
Council. \Ve have no need to apologise for 
not co-operating with tho Government in 
that rnatter. 

\Vo alw refused to co-operate with the 
Government when they arranged with Swifts 
Limited. who had a property on the river 
from which they could not get a penny of 
divi-dend, to give them a dividend of £25,000 
in addition to the capital value of the pro­
perty. This party considered that there 
was no need to co-operate with the Govern­
ment in that matter. Had the Government 
hl'cn c;Hlt aYouring· to giyc; a £25.DOO a year 
dividcnd to unemployed people, they would 
have had the co-operation of this party, but 
they were giving a return of £25.000 a year 
to a firm w·hich had never made a profit 
out of the works, and we would -do the same 
again under tho like circumstances. 

\V e also refused to co-operate with the 
Government when they listened to all the 
urgings of little interested groups in t..he 
community who desired to exploit the people. 
That is a feature of tho Government's policy 
since they have been in power. They turn 
a deaf ear to the cries of the great mass 
of the people who are in want, and to the 
demands of the people who ask them to 
honour that promise of 10,000 jobs for the 
unemployed. They turn a deaf ear to the 
children who cry to them: " What about 
the promise to give the boy a chance?" 
They turn a doaf ear to the cries of the 
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people who ar.: in need of assistance. They 
r£iYe no hearing to the section of the legiti­
mate business people of the State who are 
to-day in financial dif1lculties to a great 
extent o1~·ing to tho actions of this Govern­
ment. But any little section of the com­
mnnitv \\ ho can get the eQr of the Govern­
ment "·.·. ith some proposal to exploit the 
people in1rnediately ·receive attention. Some­
bodv with a " snide" advertising scheme 
ready to launch in Queensland got the ear 
of the Minister only a few weeks ago. and 
[(Ot the ( iovernment to agree to legalise the 
giving c f cour)Qn in tradP .. and that not only 
in the face of the whole of the peopl<l and 
the cornrnorcial comn1unitv but in the teeth 
of the opposition of trr..ders. ·while the 
Bill was bpinc; drafted, deputations were 
going to 2\'Iiniste·_s and representations w~re 
being mado to i\Iinisters by the hadmg 
communitv in this State demanding that 
the nrcs('t1t Act should be administ~red fairiy 
and-fcarlossiv. \Vhile all this demand came 
from t hr rOnuncrcial com1nunitv . in Bris~ 
hane fo:r fair and honest adri1inistration 
of the Act, the Government, in responue 
t'l sc::rne nov -'trrious 1 C'r.' 011. :'re d re ftiu~ and 
printiug a Biil to l"·alise the trade in 
coupons. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The ho:1. mem­
hl h not in ord"r -i:t r<:>fe::_·:·ill- 10 a Dlll 
tbrtt. is .0\Y l, ·for'_; the IIo:._t~t'. 

11r. I-L\NLO';: It has been noticeaule 
also that the Go,~r·rnmcnt \VC'l'2 prepared to 
listen in at het \Ya.ys to intere ;tcd S 1 ~ction;;; 
of tho communit'". \Ve have an illustration 
in the beau1 ifuf little company known as 
the Public Jleyc]opmcnt Company. Limited, 
in v.-hich two hon. rnen1bers opposite wc•re 
sLarcholdcrs or directors. That comr any 
could get the oar of the Government without 
having- to shout loud enough for the re: -t of 
thc> ('OiliilHH:;t-.~ to }Jefl.l' t~ic-.1 1•• NobodY in 
the commnnitv heard the cries of the Pt1blie 
Development ·company, Limited. for assist­
ance except the Go.vnrnmcnt. In spite of 
the fact that th" Gow>rnmcnt oan hea1· 
the >rhisperings of thc'O companie.s which 
need assi::tnncC>, the~.~ c-:t:nnot hear th0 cries 
of the prop!' for assistance. The same thing 
anplies to the Recown Hubbcr Company. 
The Cm·ernmcnt heard the cry of this com­
pany, althongh it was so low that the rest 
of -the comtnur.ity ne\·,~r heard it. Ag.1ln 
the Govcmmcnt were prepared to listen to 
whispers when they could not heal" the cr1cs 
of the pcoph for assistance. 

An 0PPO'ITIOX ME3!BER: And they gave 
1hc1n a te" tirnonial. 

::VIr. HANLO::;[: Yos. .\gain this par!~· 
refused to co-operate v·ith the present Go­
vcrnnwnt in that famous taxation measure­
the Racing Hcgu!ation Amendment Act­
under which thev inflicted further taxation 
upon the genera f run of the community but 
lifted an existing t:•x from the bookmakers, 
again showing that the Government had 
heard the crv that nobody close could hear, 
and turned a clod eu to the cries of those 
in the community y•:ho were saying they 
\Verc being too heav-ily taxed. 

..:\gain, the GoYf'rJl!lPPi- :-1id not hc:tr the 
crv of the communitv for relief from the 
interest burden. The community is crying 
out for relief from all forms of fixed charges 
in industry, but the Government turn a deaf 
ear to that crY. Bankers, trustee companies, 
money-lenders~ at various timL3, owners of 
property let on long lease, can all make 

[Mr. Hanlon. 

their ,,-hispers heard, whilst the cry of the 
community as a whole for relief from fixed 
money charges receives a deaf oar from the 
Government. Vve are not going to co-operate 
,,,ith the Government in such action as that. 

From the time the Govcrmupnt r< wlwd 
the T'rpasnry benches until the present they 
have n1ade a contjnuou;3 atta-,;k on the \vork­
ing conditions and liYing ~tandards of the 
pPop]e of this State. I!arclly a home ha'l 
escaped their attack, and thjs part~-~ i~ f!Ot 

going to co-operate \Yith any Loci,v of 111011 

who do that sort of thing·. 
In addition to attacking the liYing stand­

ards of the '"orkcrs, in addit.ion to making 
~~ssaults upon their \Vages a.nd ,,; orking con­
ditions thev haYe done unparalleled harm 
to legitin1af:c trad() and cornnwrc,· in ~he 
{'Qffirnunity. rrholr 'vur on tho worklng' 
people' has hit the legitimate busine::" pooplo 
IYho arc carrying on u~cful e11tcrlll'l:'CS and 
dt>pcnding for a. liYing on the ::~uccess of 
their undertakings. The people ongtged in 
legitimate enterprise who put their mono.v 
into production or industry, the commercial 
communitv who depend for their income 
upon what t'ley get out of their businesses­
nDt the rnen \\'ho n1crely put their n1oncy 
into preference share3. with whom I am not 
concPrned-theso people arc going to the 
wall bc"ausc they can got no h''lp from the 
GovernnH_~nr. Rvf'r:,~ J\linistPr ~een1s to lay 
himsplf out to protect the people iYho ano 
Pntrf'n{'hecl with fixed-monev claixns and to 
forget, or appear to forget: the interests of 
tho,:;;:e ·p ho have legitirnato busine,ses and 
depend for their liYing upon thcn1. Arrain, 
I sa:,, thi~ part,v will not eo-ope aie y1;ith 
anything- of that kind. 

Tbcs0 arc jnst a few of the actiYitics in 
which hon. members oppo-ite >muld ha.ve us 
co-operate. I am sorry I cannot give a full 
list ot the things the Goycrnmcut ha>c done, 
and which the Labour Party has refused to 
assist them in doing. To give a full list of 
their activitio" of this sort would take ihe 
whole afternoon; and I therefore content 
111,--sclf with rcf'ounting a fe-w vvhich I can 
call to minrl offhand-thing.< which the Go­
vernment have done, and which the Labour 
l'artv has refused to assist them to do, for 
which we haYe no apology to 1nake. 

If the Secretarv for Labour and Industry 
or anv other hon. member opposite could give 
a list" of the propositions they ha vo made or 
the Ilills thcv have introduced which were 
in the intcres.ts o£ the workers of this State, 
but, which this party has refused to assist 
them' in carrying, there would be some jus­
tification for accmin:r, ns of refusing to co­
operate. This idea of co-operation in which 
one party holds the gun and the other party 
put up its hand('3, in 'vhich one party a.dopts 
a stand and deliver attitude, and says, " You 
must co-operate. You must SRcrificc your 
ideals and deliver to us your wealth and 
hand over vour goods !" that is not the 
co-operation ° we talk a-bout or one in which 
we arc going to take any part. 

Mr. PoLLOOK: They want us to be accom-
plices. 

0 

Mr. HAl\:LON: Exactly-accomplices in 
their Rttacks on the conditions of the people . 
Any political party which in this political 
arena cornu to the head of the Labour Party 
and demands the surrender of its principles 
and the abandonment of its ideals and aspira­
tions, which means the betrayal of the work­
ing people who sent us here, is not gomg 
to get the eo-operation of the Labour Party, 
but only hard fighting and a resolute defence. 
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:\Ir. KENNY (eook) [~.4]: At the outset 
I wish to con~rratulate the hon. ru0rnLcr ''"·Tho 
rnoYcd this 1notion on the way ho frarnf'cl it. 
l:Ic was very k0cn and careful, bccau,:;:::c he 
realised that by it his party can get political 
propaganda for the election which i on the 
horizon, and perhaps again reach the Trea-

bcnchPs. I have no hc~itat.ion in saying 
the CoYPrnment haYA nothin J to defend 
nothing to apologise foT, and, there-

for.-;. during n1y l'CD1ar1i.:s I arr:!' not going 
clthf~l' to <~polc•gi"·c for an:,T action of th(~ 
Govcrnnu:nt or to '-:cfpnd thE'~n for an~Tthing 
thev have don:. I shall content nr self >Yitil 
dea.liw( with a few of the actions of the 
Labour Party. ·when ', c realise the propa­
,:~anda upon ;,vh1ch jt i~ necPs~1,ry for hon. 
members opposite to Pmbark before the elec­
tion, v·c :must syrnpathisc with the1n. EBpeci­
ally 1nust vve syrnpathi_-.e with the hon. mcln-

. bcr fol' It,haca who has just rcsun1cd his seat. 
Ilu'>v ha.rd it \Yas for bin1 to h",r to flll in his 
forty 1ninnt( s ! He had a i;rc~]a\nvn before 
he w;., ") done, a:1d one "",,,·ondcr:' ho1v long he 
sat up last _..li ~ ht g0ttir~g tozothcr enough 
to say. 

rrtw hon. member for Grcgory objccteJ to 
the terms in which lho hon. member for Enog­
fr,ern :,poke of his hypocrisy. Thn hon. 
rnunbcr for Grcgory denied voting a ·:iainst 
1he re~toration of the basic wage of £4 5s. 

:\Jr. PaLLOCc:: That is perfectly true. 

1\Ir. J<;:::E~\~Y: I should like to shovY the 
House that such is not the ea se. .\t the Emu 
Park Labour Convention in 1923 thoro was 
a, 11otificd motion to this effect-~ 

i·lr. PoLLOCK: Yon read a Xationalist 
erec:d1 and call it truth. 

Jlilr. KEN;..:y: I am quoting from " Th0. 
R.aihva~· Advocate," '~hich does nor support 
this par~y. This rnotion ·\'ttS rnoved-

" That the Govcrruuent restate the 
basic wage of £4 5s. per week until such 
tirne as tho Arbitration Act i8 a1nc.:.1ded 
to incJude a pro vi -ion that the ba.·-;ic 
\vage Le fixed on the standard ar1·i, eel 
at by the Piddington Commission." 

The '· Raihcay Achocate" dealt \Yith that 
n1o1ion, a11d jt also dealt wii..h the nw1ubcrs 
oi P.: rlirunent ·who were present at the con~ 
ventio1_1 ancl voted against tho restoration of 
the ba~ic \vage. l am intcre·~tcd in the 
sinc:Jrity o£ the hon. nH~rnbo:c for Grcgorv 
who r:ow says that he did not vote again~t 
that motion, and also claims that the 
Labour Party are interc ~ted in the condi­
tions of the workers. ...:\.rnongst those \V ho 
voted against the motion were the follow­
ing :-T. \Vil.'on, D. A. Gledson, J. Da,h, 
1£ G. Thcodore, J. Larcombc, T. A. Foie", 
A .• J. Jones, J. J\1ullau, T. DUJ • .,tan, G. 
Barber, V. \Vinstanley, \Y. McCormack, G. 
Carter, T. Furrell, J. Stopford, G . .1)ol1ock. 
Surely the bun. member for Grogory will 
not den:, again that he voted against the 
motion! He endeavoured to provo that the 
hon. 1nmnber for Enoggera "\\'as \Yrong· in 
stating that ho had Yoted against , the 
motion, and ho objected to that hon. mem­
ber saying that his remarks were all hvpo-
crisy. , 

Mr. PoLLOCK: If vou sav that I voted to 
reduce wag<...:J at En;u Park, you are telling 
a deliberate lie. 

:\[r. SPE.\1-.::ER: Order: I ask the hon. 
n1ernlw~: for GJ'('gory to. w~thdra,:· that

1 
statc­

uwnt. do knc\vs that 1! 1s not In oru1 L 
).{r. Por.LO( K: ""Yof'. I al::;o ask you to ask 

the hon. mecnh.r--

~Ir. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw. 

Mr. I'OLLOCK: I do withdraw; lmt I ask 
vou to sec that the hem. mcmlwr for Cnok 
accept, my denial. 

J\Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 

"i\Ir. POLLOCK: That js nLo p<r]iarncntary. 
I havo denied that I .-ol"d to reduce wages 
at En1u Park. The vote that was taken 
was not one to rcdnrc \Yage:::, but that 
Parliament should not iix wages; that the 
matter be ll :t to the court. I ask th-, hon. 
1ncrnber, and all other hon. ll1Prnbn.r~, to 
arc('pt 1ny deniaL That is in at corda.n~e 
with parliarncntary pror_:dure. 

:\h. KE::\'NY: I have road the motion 
and I hc,ve read thP names of those who 
Yotccl agai L- t it. I no"\v h o.ve it. to hon. 
rne1nher. io draw thci1· own conclu~ions. I 
an1 SOl'l'Y if the hon. DlCrnbl'r for Grc6ory 
objt~cts. 

l\fr. l'OLLOCK: I d0'1't mind. I cnly 
wanted to put you right. 

Tho SECHET.,RY DR 11EES: Do vo:1 think 
he is sincere? " 

J\.Ir. KE?\I--rY: I do not thir:k that he is 
·incoro. ::\'o doubt >rhen he voted he did 
nut think that the ghost would come to 
light. 

~.Ir. POLLOCK: Did you say ' ghc~t" or 
" goat "? 

}Ir. JZE::-~XY: lf the hon. xnf'ntbcr nn:-­
fcrs to call hiu1s,•lf a goat, I an1 1n·cp~rcd 
to alter thf' \Yorcl. The hun. rnmuber con­
tends that we arc a wagc~rc·duciug C~ovPrn~ 
uwnt, but SUC

1
l is not the CC:"!0. lie kuow,, 

fuil \n•ll thrrt the Industrial C>urt fixee the 
hour::; of labour and the rate.~ of wagf~. 
Lot us con~jdcr for a HlOl11C':i.lt the opinions 
of some of the La hour lcHlcro. 

.\t 4.10 p.m .. 

l\1r .. MA :\\-ELL (Toozrc· u), one of the p.·.ncl 
of Ten1porary Chainnen, relieved J\11'. 
Speaker in the chair. 

l\Ir. KE::\'::\''..'": In t'•i. conncdion I desire 
to refer to the re narks of the cx~Labour 
Prcn1ier, lvtr. l,!cCorntack, contained in 
.. Ilan~ard," 13th July, 1922, page 233-

" The onh l't ,,_son for a reduction in 
wagcJ is be~cn.usc of a reduction in the 
cost of living. Everybody throughout 
the "\Yorld is advocating that vto musL 
get smncwhcrc nearer the cost o£ pro­
duction in our indu ·triPs, and the only 
way of bringing the c0;t of production 
somewhat closer to the price that is 
received for products is h'~ reducing the 
cost of !i.-ing and reducing wages." 

::\lr. POLLOCK: \Vhat stancl did vou take 
on the remo\·al of the station ha1~ds from 
the protection of the court·: 

Mr. KE='INY: I will tell the hon. member 
later, and I will tell him what stand he 
toolc The ex-Labour Premier, Mr. 
:NicCormack further stated-

" If ,.,-e c<ould obtain an effective wage 
-not an actual wage-to purchase com­
modities to the value of £4 that pre­
viously cost £5, we would be in a much 

Mr. Kenny.] 
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better position if our wages were fixed 
at £'~. That is an obvious· truth, as was 
pointed out by the hon. member for 
Murilla." 

There, :\lr. Speaker, the late Premier of 
the Labour Party in (~ueomland defmitely 
stated that he advocated a reduction of 
wages in order to reduce the cost of pro­
duction. Hon. members opposite cannot get 
away from that. 

Let us llOW con ider what the Labour 
journal had to say about the Labour Party 
and hon. members opposite who are now 
condemning the Government by •,aying that 
our policy is one of ''age-reduction. 

We know that the Labour Party were 
in office from 1915 to 1929. After seven 
.vt ars of their reign, \VC find the " Daily 
Standard,'' \vhich no one can say advocates 
our policv, saying thi.s. on 14th March, 
1922--

" The actual mone•· value of th€ pro­
s·_ nt hlgh ·w:1 gcs' i~ 11 :per <::cnt. less tha:a 
during the pj_·e-vvar lJCriocl . ... ... :-\.s a 
matter of cold fact, the Austra!i~n 
worker~ wen., receiving higher \vage ·. ten 
years :::go than at any period since." 

Yet the• are the Government that were 
allegedly looking nftcr th" conditions of the 
v1orkers, and whose support,~~rs oppo3ite arc 
now accusing us of inh'rfering with those 
condition3. I ,go further, and quota from 
thf' "Railway AdYocate" of lOth February, 
1922-

" The bae;c v•age m 1911 was £1 
lH 3d .. cqtial to £4 17s. 4d. in January, 
1922. Therefore, the present basic ' .. age 
is 17s. 4d. per week lr-- s than in 1911." 

It is only necessary to quote newspapers 
supporting the Labonr Party to show the 
actions of the Labour Government on the 
question of 1.vages. 

It is quite true that the present Govern­
ment suspended the rural vvorkers' a·,\ ard. 
vVe said we would do thnt "hen we appealc'd 
to the people at the la't election. We got 
a m.: •. nd<Jtc from tbc people of Quecnslanrl 
to suspend that awrtrd, because we felt that 
it was good policy to do so, seeing that the 
prirnar,}- indu~trif'S of Queensland were in a 
state of >tagnation. Ko one reali.ocs better 
lhan the worker, of Queensland that the 
Labour GoYcrnn1cnt had L~one as far as' they 
uuld go; that they wore up against a stone 
wall; and that what the;: had given the 
P''ople was merely .a sop for votes to keep 
the L"bour GoY<Ornment in office. J n 1928 
the people got to the stag·o at which they 
put the Labour Party out. VYo haYo en· 
deavo,Jn:d to :.;Lirnulato industr~-, and we havo 
rcn1cvcd a large nurnber o[ rFstrictions that 
\·ere h·n.npcring industry. _._t\..gajn I neeci 
nnly quote the :·ernarks of the hon. 1nernbe1 
for GrC/6Dry, ·who, in .111 article published 
in t],e BrisbaE~ " Courier" on 31st October, 
1929. referred to the position of tho wool 
indu ·tr . I an1 ren1indcd that that article 
Heady V got him the " s'ack." (Governn1ent 
lam;Lter.) \Ve know that his own parb 
tackled hirn over this very article. 

.!11r. POLLOCK: Do you say tlmt my own 
part:- ea ,-il!od at me? 

Mr. KENNY: I say the Australian Labour 
Party did. 

Mr. PoLLOCK : If you say that, you arc 
telling another lie. 

[Jifr, Kenny. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I aak 
the hon. member for Gregory to withdraw 
that remark. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: I withdraw, and I a -k that 
the hen. member withdraw what he Did 
about n1e. 

.Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! The 
hon. member must withdraw. 

:'vir. POLLOCK: 
Deputy Speaker, 
attention to what 
aboul me. 

I haye withdrawn, Mr, 
and I have drawn your 
the hon. member has said 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 

:VIr. l'OLLOCK: Certainly, Mr. Deputy 
S~eaker. 

}.llr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do I under­
stand the hon. member for Gregory to with­
draw his statement. 

:L\lr. PoLLOCK: Cc1tainly·, l\1r. Depuh 
Sr_· aker. 

2\lr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! The 
hon. member for Gregory takes exception 
to a remark .made by the hon. member for 
Cook on the ground that it is unparlia­
mentary. I now call upon the hen. member 
for Cook to withdraw. 

Mr. KENNY: If the hon. member for 
Gregory takes exception to my remark, I 
11 ill withdraw it. 

Considering that we know that the hon. 
member for Gregory was hauled over the 
coals-I will not say by whom-for this 
article--

Mr. POLLOCK: By the Australian Workers· 
Union. 

Mr. KENNY: I have no hesitation in say­
ing that I am not surprised at the motion 
he has placed before this House. He re.t!ises 
that there is an election on the horizon, 
and that those people who took exception 
to him giving utterance to what he believed 
was th8 truth must be placated. Therefore, 
by bringing forward this motion, he wants 
the people to believe that he is condemn­
ing this Government. We know that there 
is no sincerity in his motion. Let us examine 
his own article. This is what he had to 
say-

''It costs 12.43d. to produce 1 lb. of 
greasy wool, but the average price 
obtained at the last wool sales in Qucens­
land-according to the Registrar-General 
-was 10.64d. per lb. for greasy wool, 
rlf'uly 2d per lb. below the cost of 
production. 

" If that condition of things is to last, 
:it i~ n1crclv a matter of rnathematical 
c dculation · h determine how long it 
will take for everv selector to leave his 
hon1estr~.J ?nd everv worker in -,vestern 
Queons}and to carry. his swag a\'·ay £ron1 
the sheep districts. Unless speedy action 
is takr•n to produce wool at lea,,t at a 
profit this state of affairs must inevitablv 
0nsu0. That is. briefly, the position of 
the \Y cstcrn people.'' 

I ask hon. members if the hon. member for 
Grevory, in speaking the truth on that 
occasiou, did not realise the necessity for 
freeinc; the industry of that restriction, and 
bringing down the costs of production so 
that the industry would not lose 2d. per lb. 
on wool. When we went to the people, we 
said we would free the industry and suspend 
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the award, thus giving an opportunity to it 
to produce at a p•·ofit. 

Mr. POLLOOK: You said you would suspend 
the rural workers' award. 

Mr. KENNY: I will not be led astrw 
by the hon. member. I will develop my 
oT.vn aTgnn1cnt as I dosire. In this article 
the hon. member for Grcgory said definitely 
that, if something were not done for the 
indnstry, the workers and thoso eEgag·ed 
in the industry would have to hump their 
swags ·out of "\Vestern Queensland. Is it 
not better to suspend the award and give 
the workers an opportunit~, of earning a 
wage than permit them to hump their swags 
out of that part of the State? The Govern­
ment realised that such a state of affairs 
would be a L~d proposition for the workers, 
and they took s11ch action as they believed 
would permit tbem to enjov a ·wage and 
keep_ their homos and families togcthn by 
n1along an arrangement with those einnlov­
ing them. The action of the Government 
also prevented the settlers themselve". from 
humping their swags. "Where is the sinceritv 
in the motion, and in this attack on the 
Government? I ask the hon. m :mbcr for 
Gregorv if he has not given us cause to 
ntt~ck ~is own party for their hypocriBy ancl 
Jnsincenty. 

I will o furthp•· ,-ith th0 hon. member's 
article anrl poini· out that he quoted thr• 
Yalno of tbe prodnctlon of wool fron1 1922 
to 1927, and shcwccl that the y due wa·· 
''Pduced f1 0m £15.553.572 in 1924-25 to 
£4.687,500 in 1.929. Ho said-

" For 1929J tho rea::-:onablc C'stirnate. in 
view of the continuance of the dro\,\ght 
and the impogsibilitv of restocking- on 
present values. ,_·ould be the production 
of from 95,000.000 to 105,00o:ooo lb. of 
wool, which. if the present prices an' 
maintained. \vould mean an average of 
111d. per lb. including- both greasy and 
'courcd, that again being the official 
figure supplied me by the Registrar­
General. So that our income from wool 
for 1929 would be £4.687,500, assuming 
the producing. b·· splitting the differ­
ence, to be 100.0u0,000 lb. of wool. 

"Can anyone vie,v with C'quanin1ity 
the decreased income from one industn· 
of nearly £5,000,000 a y(Jar, from the 
year 1926-27? Similarlv, the drop is at 
the rate of noarl:v £10,000.0CQ a v .. o.r. es 
compared with 1925. This should give 
the uninitiated some i-dea of whv there 
is trade depression." ~ 

\Ve have again th0 hon. n1cn1ber's o-wn argu­
ment where h0 sratccl that the income in 
this one industry had fallen by £10.000,000 

::ear, as com1larcd \vith the Ya!uc jn 
1924-25, and that is whv there j,, trade 
depression. And then he condemns this 
Government be~ausc there is depression 1·ight 
throug-htout Australia to--day. He said it 
vvas the change of Government that hac! done 
it. He forgot that he wrote this article. 
That is wh:· th~ people of Queemland put 
us in, becau,:e thev Tealised that" the Labour 
Go•.·o;-r:mont had .. Jlllt Queensland into the 
p lsition i:c. which \YC found it, and thcv 
said, "\Ve will change the Government and 
giYo the Nationalists an opportunity of pull­
ing ·tt out." The Tariff Board, in thejr 
rc>porc for 1927-28, had this to say-

. Or.e of the most serious difE­
cull.ics which Australia has to face at 

present is the high cost of production 
of goods in the Commonwealth. For 
many years the cost of production gener­
ally has been incrc,asin g, and, unfortu­
nately, these increases appear to have 
been rnaintained. 

" If Australia were c ntirely isolated 
from oyer ~ea. sources of supply and 
independent of them, and ii it were also 
ind<•pendont of overseas markets for the 
disposal of some of its products. high 
cost of production would matter less to 
its people. Seeing, however, that Aus­
tralia is not is,,latecl, and is dependent 
ta a lari{e degree upon ovorsca~, markets, 
the senousness of the position lies in 
the fact th:ct the cost of production in 
competing countries has declined, while 
costs in Australia generally ha" <J l~ise11, 
thus in ere tsing the alrc11dy wide I!1argin 
of difference between the costs in over­
seas countries and those in Australia." 

\\" e do not need l1DY further arnm1ont as 
to whv the cost of production must be 
reduced. 

In addition to the hon. member's own 
statement, I could quote the speech of the 
late Premier, .Mr. J\IcCormack, on the sub­
ject, and aleo :'\Ir. Collier, Labour Premier 
of IV estcrn Australia, dealing with the same 
subject. l\1t. l\.'cCorn.ack stated that, in 
order to reduce the cost of production. we 
must reduce the wages of the people. That 
policy \1 as started by the Labour Party. 
There was a need for the primary iuciustricr; 
of Qucon8land to reduce the cost of produc­
tion. \Y c know that not only were those 
industries declining. but we know, also, from 
the hon. member th~t the \Yorkers engaged 
in those induetries were placed in such a 
position !'hat they had to leave their jobs 
and hurup their s"\vags; therefore, there \vas 
a need to \Yipe out the rural workers' award 
iu orde1· to give these workers an oppor­
tunity to obtain C'InploylTwnt and to g1vu 
the industry an opportunity to carry on. 

:\fr. POLLOCK : That was not the rural 
\Yorkers' award. That wa1 the station hands' 
ctward. Tell us what vou think about tho 
public service a ward. .. 

:Yir. KE~NY: I shall deal with the public 
~ervice award also. I stated in this liouso 
that I did not adYocatc a reductio:~ of 
public servants' sa1arie:::. I aclv0catrd th~t 
the public serYico should be reduced m 
nun1Lcr3 where it '.Vas oYcr-.3taffed. I say 
JJOW that it would be better for the Go­
•;unment to realise that the pu1ulic sc.rvicc 
is o\·er-staffod, and to go on and do th0 
right thing, and reduce it to the extent to 
which it is over-staffed. 

Au OPPOSITION J'.iE1!BER int·.rjcctcd. 

l\1r. KEN:'\Y: I do not hesitate to say 
\Yhcro I stand in regard to the public s'cr­
Ylce. I realise that it is costing th Stat.e 
" lot of moneY; and I realise that our 
re,~enu is tak.Cn to pay intercEt on the 
public debt and to p<1; public scrvan.ts' 
-ab•rics. It would be better to abolish 
i he position of Public Service Commissioner 
and pnt ovel':C' department undl'r 1ts own 
head. and go in for a pohcy of efficiency. 
under which each head of a clcpartm<•nt 
.. nuld be responsible to his Minister. A 
big s'a,,·ing would thereby be made in the 
cost of g-0\·ernment in Queensland. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: You took them 
;may from tb.c Industrial Court. 

J.[r. Kenny.] 
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Mr. KK'\NY: Yes, I voted for it; and 
1 told the House at the time that I thought 
it was the lesser of two evils. I make no 
apology for voting for that. If the income 
of a country can only pay a certain wage, 
tlLn the staff in tho public service should 
not be under an a ward. If the Government 
c~nnot pa:·· them all, some of them must 
got out. If any public servant to-day is 
not satisfied, he has the option of going 
f'l~._;\·;hcn:- to make rnoro money, if he can. 
"'"'\ rnan in .an industrial position is not 
sho!Lered. If ho can make a better wage 
in a different position, he takes it. There 
1. too uuch hypocrisy in this House. vYe 
kno\v t.Lat because a nun1ber of hon. men1-
ber.s have public sen-ccnts in their electorates 
who are iikel3 to bo offendecl bv 'Choir 
opcaking the truth, they are not garr{c to do 
Jt; but they ill say it outside this Chamber. 
Anything I have• to sav I will s'av on th. 
floot· of the House, and I am not· ashamN! 
of it; and I will stand up before my electors 
with regard to any r-tatement I make. 

Ou" oppcuents to-day forvet iho position 
of th·• primar.,.· produ~or v !10 h"s to mod 
the PXtm cost of liYing which is imposed 
on hin1 by conccs3ions to all S(~ctions of in­
du~try. \YB D1lbt rcali:::;e that prin1ar\~ pro­
duction. i:j going to stabilise Quconslan'd and 
Au iraha. Pri~nar;,~ industries throughout 
the St1tc' must be stimulated; and with that 
stintulation P shall tret our financial position 
back to v·hcrc it should be. The .,~hole 
position i~ bound up \vith the ln:!proYcmcnt 
ic agric~lltural production throughout the 
ComrriOllWPnlth. bcca.use it js that production 
which creates' the~ Y ages paid to our pcop~e. 
vVe realise that the vahw of tlw>t produc·tion 
hn ,, he en d:~crea ,ing at the same timo that 
•re ha Ye had an incroa,"e of taxation through­
out \n .tea!ia. Tlw rotimat•d dc>c]ine in the 
wealth of AL~o11'a!ia to-day is £2')0,000.000 per 

\Yi.-.h to deal '\v·ith HH~ aCtion c f 
the T \Yho wen~ SU;)110~o<J 
to the \nwkf•r. ~ - The 
worker fron1 the pro-
flnct ir:n1 . {'Onntry. ~ I -. ill give the 
taxation Hnpr.·ed by tho l'..,eclE~ral Labour 
Government. In the Budget ",[,., Thoodore 
presPntPtl on 2bt KoYcmber, 19:::9. there was 
an incr(':ls'.:• in taxntion of · £5.235.000. ?.lr. 
Scullin', B<~rlw•t of 9th July, 1930. rlisdoscrl 
ne"- t xrttion to the cxknt of £12,550.000. 
1\-Ir. LYons'~ Bud:"'ct on 5th ~o,·ernber. 1930. 
dJmYrd ne.. t:~c.;ation to the extent of 
£..;.820.000. ~ Ir. Thcodorc, in his Bud,rct of 
lOth ,Tuly. 1931. shower! incroasecl L•~ntion 
amounting to £8.000,000. In roughl~ righ­
teon month of Labour nd" in j he F'"lr 1! 
arnna. that i~ a total n:>\V 1of 

£30,605.000. I ask any hon. ml .. nlwr we 
cnn rcdu'cc th{' \V> 1lth r;roductlon of Au ,. 
tralia by £.20~'LOOOJOOO 'and nt the same~ 
tin10 irTlpO~" ~1di6ona] taxation to the pxt.Pnt 
of £C:l.OOO.OOO on the people who are earn­
ing thrrt reduced income? That is \·:h 
is bcin:_:r ,-lone; nnd it < -.._n onl v ha YO ono 
0ft\•ct 011 tlH~ Yvorkcrs of Anstral~a~on thoso 
poop]" ' ho arc _gettin~ their cmploymPnt 
2nd rlr<n:nng- thf'll' wag-0~' from the \\·e1lth 
produclion of this conntrv. Yi•t these men 
claim to be the friends .. of the workers: 
The Go_\-rrn:nen.t 

1 
arc Rt 1nding ~lp to "iYhat 

1.hc:' thmk H ngnt. TJw .. re ahso that W·' 

i? f?n<. ens! and must balance m'r Bud:;d and 
]1ve 'ntlnn our means. and stop tbo sqnandor­
Jng of n1on::v that ha~ be~n going on; yet 
hon. rnernbers opposite sav \V.J are not the 
friends of the workers'. ' 

. Kenny. 

\Yhat happened as a result of the squande>r· 
ing that Y/ent on in 1\cw South VValc'·: 
undn the Labour Government? vVhen pay 
day came round for the public service-for 
whom hon. members say they arc concerne.d 
-the Government who had squandered the 
people's man·'.)' had nDthing with which to 
pay it. I :__sk hon. :members, is it better to 
reduce wages, or to a,,k men "to work for 
not:.ing? \Yhen the Govprnn1ent could rlot 
pay the public servants in New South Wale., 
other States hac! to foot the bill ; so that we 
in Queensland to-clay are forced to suffer 
because of the squandering of money in New 
South '\\"ale::_-, -qrhile our own people are walk~ 
ing the streets looking for jobs. Is there 
any sincerity in the critici~m of hon. mmn­
bors opposite. Is there any sincerity in 
their ruotion? 

::\lr. DcNLOP: Is there any sincerity in the 
an1endn1ent '? 

"lr. KEi\NY: The hon. member will hase 
ilw opportunit, to spf :k for hildsclf. I '\Vas 

clc,ding with the taxation of £30,000,000 in 
eighteen monthP

1 
\i-hich rneans so rnuch less 

rnoncy for industr~-- and employment. Ho\v 
tile pc.>ple expect to get wages when 

taking that stun froru 
onl:: get what we pro­

sunlJ are being taken 
OYPl',Y ffiU.ll, WOll1Ul1, 

Australia. 'l'ake the 
bv the Fedora! Labour 

thev care the friends of the 
0 

to 6 per cent. on 
we eat -wear, and is e-~tin1atcd 
£8,500,000 this yen. Why did the 

friends of the vvorkcr, the party 
n1crnber::: opposite, in1poso that tax? 

Berc.tu:::e they arf.; not gnn1o to !ace facts; they 
to face ~he posjtion and balance 

They say- ihe public serva!lts 
.. aYe to raid, and that their salaric must 

cut. lf LhC'7 had been ~:.1r1'C to do 
thi11g and~ reeogni :e the clairns of 
out:-:ide ·vho a2.'C "\Yithout work, and 

cutitled to as mt.ch consideration 
as in sheltered jndustries-oven lllOl'e 

consideration th 'ii thev-the workers of 
Queensland \Yould not ~8 in the position in 
which th0v a re Yet hon. member· 
oppmitc c~pect to to co;ull the people 
outs:ide their svva.gs or 

the .. · can of reduced in· 
rnE;rnbcr-. will go out and 

for reducing tho 
a11d cxnect tho 

ha Ye no \var5·, all to ~ate for 
than fur a G-overnn1E'llt vrho -.;;vere 

the right thing and stand up 
public ,, .1gcs in order to 

tr.n to rnake u \rage thos,~ vvho had no 
\Vage at all. 

On top of that '<tlcs tax of £8,500,000, we 
have a pri1na( ... e ta.x expected to rc.1JiBe 
£4,300.000 this voar. I ask hon. members 
opposite ' ho is ioing to find that trx? The 
rrrnk and file of the people. Every rnan, 
wom>tn. a.rd child in Australia is going to 
contribute toward~ that sum, and the people 
\Yho aro ou1: of work will still go without 
•crork. Yet the Labour Party says that it is 
the friend of the worker, because it thinks 
it can gull hi1n once 1nore l 

I listened to the whole of the speech of 
the hon. member for Ithaca, and I never 
have heard such tripe in all my life. I tried 
to take a few notes of statements to which 
I might reply, but I could not find one 
statement worthy Df attention, 



Gor."rnment I ndwi'trial Policy. [27 AUGUST.] Goucrnment Industrial Policy. 535 

C'oming a little nearer home. take the tax 
which the Federal Go,-ernment haYe imposed 
of ;:d. rt lh on tert, artd on top of that a sales 
tax of 6 per cent. \17hy has that been done'! 
Becav _.o the~,· wore not g-arrw to fa-eo tho posi­
tion and reduce the ,;ages of public ser­
Yant·· and curteil their expenditure. That 
is why they have impo,c•cl u tax on tea. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Are you advocating a fur­
tlwr reduction in wages? 

:\Ir. KENNY: I said the other clay that 
the Fedora! basic >Yage was clown to £3 Os. 9cl. 
per week, and that that was as low as it was 
: 1,fe to go. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: There is no basic wage at 
all in this State. The basic wage is the 
relief rate-30s. per week. 

The TRK1SURER: \Vhat nonsense! 

Mr. KEN~.;-y : Let m go a little further. 
\Ye know that the Federal Government have 
imposed a tax of ls. 3d. upon a tin of 
tobacco retailed at ls. llcl. Tobacco is the 
friend of the worker. Some people claim 
that they do not feel a tax imposed in this 
way, but is not that tax paid by every man 
and woman who smokes? \Vhen the Federal 
Labour Party were on the husting··,, they 
said they <vonlcl not impose these taxes, 
and they stated that the Bruco-Page Govern­
ment proposed to trtx tho beer of the worker. 
\Vhen the Feeler.,] Labour Government were 
returnecl to powt>r, they imposed a tax on 
the, . hoer of the worker. Everything they 
usecl, evcr,,·thing they wore, everything they 
ate, >Yas taxed. Those taxes are driving the 
people on to the unemployed market. The 
Fcderd Le1bour Gon•rmnent also increased 
the telephone charges, and it must be remem­
bered that nLny work<:>rs use the telephone. 
In isola! cd portions of Queensland, like 
the Cook electorate, people are compelled 
to send away to the larQ:er centres for 
dt'ajwr,-. :'\ot onlv did the Federal Labour 
Go.-erriment in~rease the duty on clmpery, 
but they a I so mcroascd the postage on the 
parcd.s. They increased the postag·e on all 
letter' sent bv thc·.;o people to friends, How 
can tll(e .,Fecleral Labom· Government pose 
as the friends of the workers? It is am us­
in[! to he r the criticicm levelled at this 
GoYNnmcnt. Is it anv woncloe that \Ye have 
nothing t() dPfclld, alld nothing for which 
to apologise' \Vo can, with oyerv conft­
dcncc. attack. the so-cailecl policy · of the 
Labou_;_· Partv, and we can expose their 
h~·poC'ris::. ~ 

Th" Federal Labour Government also 
impo::-:c(1 a super tax of 10 per C'Pllt. upon 
_p_cr~oll~ i~1 rercipt of an lncornc Pxcr.'ding 
£200 per annum. 1\-e k1tow full well that 
~ucl1 :-1, tax is having a serjJu::.: 0ffcet up::::P 
ind:btl" It is rPco,r:rnisf'd 1-h!l.t the Qnpcns-
lan::.1 have h0rn instrumental in 

cost of living jn this Stah. The 
\Yagc is based npo?l the C'O:'t of 

ln-ino· t:,e ya,yi_ons State-:, and tbe Fcdcrnl 
Lr_sir "\\',l_g''f) Io-dav JS £3 o~_ 9r1. ner \\'CC'k in 
Qn{•rn" ln;1(1, whci·cas tho basic w~go granted 
hy tlw Qt10enslancl Court is £3 14s. per week. 
\Vhat becomes of the argument of hon. 
membc!'.'< 0!1posite if the Federal Labour Go­
vornnJcnt rPcogniso that the Queensland 
GoYernmed have reduced the cost of living? 

Mr. PoLLOCK: 'rhe Federal Labour Go­
Yernment do not fix the rates of wages. 

::\1r. KE1'\:L\Y: There is a Fedora! Arbitra­
tion Court, in the same wav as there is a 
State Inclu,,trial Court. The Federal Arbi-

tration Court recognises that the Queensland 
Government have reduced the cost of living, 
although tho action taken by the Federal 
Labour Government has tended to increase 
the cost of living. "vVhen the Queensland 
Go.-crnmcnt were returned to power, there 
was in oper,d:ion a Development and l\1igra­
tion Commission. The Queensland Govern­
ment had made arrangements for an advance 
of £600,000 for ringbarking purposes in this 
Stat,_ 

'When the Federal Labour Party were 
returned to power, they said that Australia 
could not ab~orb another rnan, woman, or 
child, and c ctYicellecl that agreement, which 
m8ant that £600,000 was lost that could 
have been spent in Queensland for the 
benefit of the workers. It told the world 
that Australia conlcl not absorb another 
Jll'i'Son, dc·;pite its vast territory. \Ve all 
realise that Au tralia, rwcl Queensland in 
particular, has Yast potentialities, capable 
of .:tbsnrbing a larger population to assist 
"" to bear onr lmrdons. It is bv that means 
that vve -can rnake \York fOr our o\vn 
unemployed. 

I now con1e to the actions of tho Labour 
Gon:rnmcnt in N :· South \V ales. This is 
the Governmeut who were to look after the 
interests of tlw workers ! Thoy squandered 
their mmoey, and repudiated their just debts. 
\Vhat happened'? The Government SaYings 
Bank. wh'ch wa' the repository of the sav­
ings of the wDrkers and their "","'"ivcs and 
d1ilclren, closed its doors, and was unable 
tc, nwt lt oblic_·,1tio1:: wl1lch .lHJounted 
to £50.rtJOJ~'IJ. \\Tbat an';tllU'f'lllCllts Yrerf' 
n:ade for the:<' \Yorkc~rs ·vd:1o \YCt·c dcpct.dent 
on their sa\·ings in the' bank to bu. 
fr od '? ~one! Thr.-.T arr> still ,-,·ithout 
their monev. Yet these are the so-called 
friends of t'ho workers~ And they have the 
audacity to up and c1·iticise the real 
frif'nds o: _)rkr·l "· 1vho are !.taalc t) 

realise their rt3pon;ibilitics and attempt to 
balanre their Budget, and thus make ·work 
fot· the 11ll<'mployecl! Roughly speaking, 
::'i'ew South \Yales is paying out £7,000,000 
p(r annun1, not in 'vork, but in doles. Every 
extra million nouncls exacted bv the Govern­
ment in that -State in taxrrtion will reduce 
the income of the people, and to that extent 
cause n1ore 1nH1 to be UlH'n1ploycd. Yet we 
s0e crihci~m in the "\Vorker" and the 
"StanJard ., luY.._ lled at th:is GoYernment. 
Their efforts arc only an attempt to gull 
their readers. and. to t 'r:.bittPr the conununity 
by camin'{ class hatred. They cannot stand 
up to ,o;;onnd critjcisn1. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPRAKJI:R: Order! The 
hon. nwmber ha. exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) [4.43]: \Ye 
can argue on both tho motion and the 
nn1cndn1ent quit11 disp"ssionately, and vcv-ith­
out running hot like a railway axle-box, of 
";hich I was rcrninclccl when the hon. member 
for Cook was speaking. There 1vill be no 
half-way house in the remarks I propose to 
make, which ,. ill be uttered irrespective of 
the opini0n of hon. me1nbers on either side 
of the Chambel'. \Vhile I am a member 
of this House. m v endeavour shall be to be 
fair notwith·,tancling- that hon. members on 
both ,sides may d'ffcr from me. 

As the motion in questi011 is practically a 
Yotc of no conf!d0nf'c in the Government. 
it shonlcl h:1Ye been n~oved earlier in the 
scs~ionJ s<:·e>ing that we ha.Ye already debated 

J!r. D~tnlop.] 
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many of the subjects mentioned in the 
motion. On tlw majority of these subjects I 
voted with the Oppo3ition; on the remainder 
I voted with the GovErnment. 'I'herefore, 
to be quite fair, I will now give an impar­
tial opinion on the question now before the 
House. 

I know the hon. member for Gregory, like 
myself, is immune to criticism, and will take 
no offence whPn I :·.tate my opinion quite 
frankly and impartially. After all, the 
independent members iu this House have 
sornc standing, a.nd at least arc letting tho 
people of Queensland know what is going 
on, and how businctSs is conducted in this 
Assembly. Let me say quite frankly that 
this motion is pure election propaganda on 
the eve of tl1c forthcoming election. As 
rq·ards the amendment, it is the );)est piece 
of hypocrisy l ha\'e ever heard. \Ve listened 
to the hon. member for Cook endeavouring 
to chastise the hon. member for Ithaca. 
?-row, although I ma:: differ from the hon. 
member for lthaca, I realise that he is a 
young rnan and a ver:T intelligent n.1en1ber of 
this Assembly. On moet occasions he speaks 
his mind, and he talks quite a lot of sound 
comrnon sense. It \Vas quite unncce:::sary for 
the hon. member for Cook to attack him in 
the way he did. Tha.t, of course, is by the 
way. The hon. member for Ithaca could 
have spoken for tll8 full allotted time of 
forty miEutcs, but he managed to say all he 
wished to say in lc·ss than that tirne. On 
the other hand, the hon. member for Cook 
found that fortv minutes were not sufficient 
for him; as a r;:latter of fa.ct, he would have 
liked eighty minutes. 

Xow let me deal with the skong man of 
this House-the light of the world-the great 
" I know everythinc: ." He is the pt•rwn \vho 
says in effect. " \V hat I tea you to do you 
mu··t do: get down on your knees and do it." 
I refer to the Sccrctarv for Labour and In­
dustry. llo is a brain:> nutn, a21d he works 
hard; but he has a. very bad dispo•:ition­
such a disposition as makes him unfit to 
occupy any high offic~3 in either Queensland 
or the Commonwealth. The hon. gentleman 
Illoves an anwndmcnt \vhich is an insult to 
the Government, as I shall proceed to show. 
L<1st session we had Bill after Bill brought 
forward by the Government, a.nd the discus­
sion on those Bills was very v, arm iJ>deecl. 

At 4.47 p.m., 
:'vlr. SPF&.KER resumed the chair. 

:VIr. D"CNLOP : These Bills were debated 
at considerable length bv hon. members 
ou both sides, and we hacl socnc very late 
sittings. Take, for example, the Industrial 
Conciliation and Arbitration Bill as one 
~triking- instance of the \Vonderful co-opera­
tive spirit ~ displayed by the ~v1inister to 
whom I have referred. There ere 119 
clauses in the Bill, and onlv fiftv-four of 
those clauses were put through without the 
"gag," the balance being '' gagged" by 
tho Secretary for Labour and Industrv. 
Later on the Minister recommitted the Bifl, 
and in the motion for recommittal he 
included scyoral clansl' for further amend­
ment; but, when the Opposition asked for 
other clauses to b€' recommitted, he would 
not agree to it. rl'hat is ono instance on 
the part of the hon. gentleman that I \\ant 
the people of Queensland to know, and 
especially the electors of Sandgatc. 

If the amendment hrrd been moved in all 
sincerity, I should support it, as it is the 

l Mr. DunlO'p. 

policy of the independent party to co-operate 
ou a non-party basis. Knowing the state of 
the country, why did not the Leader of the 
Government at the inception of this Pd·lia­
n1ent moYc a n1otion asking for all n1cn1bers 
to co-operate on non-party lines? His own 
party meets in caucus, and corno~ to a 
decision in regard to any Bill. \\'hat are 
the Opposition for? To criticise and sug­
gest amendments where they think Bills may 
be improved; but outside a few paltry 
amendments the Govl .. rnment have never 
accepted anything of a tangible nature fr.om 
the Opposition. They have done everythmg 
to belittle the Leader of the Opposition. I 
hrrve as much respect for tho Leader of the 
Opposition as I have for the Premier. He 
ie a brain;~ man, and the most connected 
speaker in the House. 'i\'hether we. agree 
or disagree with him, we must adm1t that 
he speaks sound cotnrnon sense, and he 
deserves every credit. I say the same in 
regard to the Premier. \Yho was it recom­
mended to the Cabinet that the Government 
should deprive the railway men, public 
servants, the police force, and others of the 
protection of the Industrial Court? The 
Sccrctarv for Labour and Industrv moYed 
an amcndnwnt asking us to co-op~erato in 
that mattc,r. A_fter taking off your ril;iht 
arm aud your nght leg ofi, and a porhon 
of ~-our left arm, he tur11.s round aHd says, 
"~ow that I have amputated your prm­
cipal limbs I want :vou to co-operate with 
me bccau'c 1 know I have yPu pol\'t>rie.-:s.'y 
\Vhat a wonderful genius! What a wonder­
ful prospect he ha~ in front of him as a 
Minister ! \Vhat did the hon. member for 
Kcnnedv do in the interests of the public 
servants" whom he is trying to camouflage? 
He endorsed the action of the Minister 

'!\Jr. Bm:cE: You mean the hon. nwmber 
for Cook. 

::\1r. Dl:NLOP: Just befor" tlwy got a 
10 JWr cent. reduction in the Indmtrial 
Court·---
.~Ir. BRt:CE: :VIr. Speaker, I rise to a point 

of order. The hon. member rcferrPd to Mr. 
Kennv as the hon. member for Kcnnedy. 
Mr. Icenny is the member for Cook. 

Mr. DCNLOl': I do not think I said 
that. 

J'v1r. Bm:cE : Yes, you did. 

Mr. DU:\LOP: I should have said the 
hon. member fm; Cook. The hon. member 
for Cook supported the Government in their 
action. and, \vhon they got a reduction of 
onlv 6 ner cent. instead of 10 per cent., 
the-;, wc1;e dissatisfied. So much so that the 
Ht.ornev-Gcneral had the effrontcrv to state 
thd he. disagrc,Jd with their opinion, and 
ultimately the Government deprived the rail­
way men and other State employees of the 
protection of the Industrial Court. 

\\'hen speaking yesterday on th< Tolls 
on Privatclv Consttuded Hoad Traffie 
Facilities Bill, I asked the Secretary for 
Railways. '·Arc these men going to he given 
the protection of the Industrial Court and 
to have the basic vv:1gc ?" 

Tho SECRETARY FOR R.IIL\V.\YS :· And I mid 
"Yes." 

Mr. DU:'\LOP : I hope the hon. gentleman 
will act up to it. If that is to opNah' 
·~vith men coming under a new schmn~ t_o· 
LP carried out by private enterprise, 1s 1t 
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not a disgraceful state of affairs that public 
f:crvants who haYe been operating for years 
under Govsrnmcnt control should be taken 
uwa:< from the Industrial Court? \V ill the 
lllinistcr be _in. favour of again bringing 
these men wrthm the ambit of the Indus­
trial Court, as in the case of the other men 
I have mentioned? " 

The hon. mcrnlwr for Cook was chastisino­
lhe Feder<ti Government, and no doubt they 
have faults. and I have criticised them nH­
self. The hon. member also referred to tl~o 
Emu Park ConYention and to a re,olution 
mov_ed ihere. He did' not quote the actual 
matron that "as moved, but some camouflage 
rcsolutron that appeared in the Nationalist 
pre-."s. 

l\lr. KEX::\Y: I quoted the "Rc,ilway 
)_..dvocate." 

}fr. DU"\LOP : He talked about income 
t.·x, . and pointed out that the wealth pro­
uuctwn of Austraha had decreased by 
£200,0JO,OOO. I want the hon. member to 
rcc-.;gniso 1hat a Labour Government made 
a minimum exemption of £250 in the in­
come tax; but the Government of which 
the hon. member is a supporter brought rt 
do\\'11 to £150, taking it out of the lower­
llaic1 rncn. rrh~ hon. men1ber for Cook sup­
ported the takmg· of ls. per week from the 
orphans, which the Labour Government 
never did. He "leered quite clear of that 
matter, and tried to make himself, as it 
were, d nl'ing the absence of tho Premier, 
a. sort of second Deputy Premier, making 
Ins' voice heard all the way from the Cook 

.clectomte to Brisbane. I have been a public 
,e,·..-ant, and have worked side by side with 
pu}!lic servants for twenty-eight years; and 
whrle I am ou the floor of the House I will 
nenr betray tbcm. but see that they get 
a_ fan deal .and, if possible, get the condi­
tions prescnbed bv the Industrial Court. 
:VIake no bono·, abo;,t it-the public servant:; 
wlll put the hon. member for Cook in his 
place when they get the quiet opportunity 
of " secret ballot. 

Let me giYe the exact quotation with 
regard to the resolution moved at Emu Park 
ConYontion. I am not going to reopen the 
~<ore, a~, \Vas done in tho 1\ilungana case 
but will just correct the hon. member fo{­
Cook. I will quote from "The EYeninu­
News," Rockhampton, of Friday, 14th 
August., 1928, the motion actually moYed bv 
:\h. Ill"·an at the Emu Park Conventior! 
_,-hich v,:·as seconded by the then ho11. membe; 
f01.' Fitzroy, Mr. Harold Hartley, as per the 
ofhcral record of the Convention-

" Mr. Bryan ('I'oombul) moved-
' That the Government restore the 

basic wage of £4 5s. until such time 
as the Arbitration Act is amended to 
include a provision that the basic >Yage 
he fixed on tho standard arrived a~ 
by the Piddington Commission.' 
"Mr. Harold Hartky seconded the 

motion, and it was defeated bv thir·tv-
::even to thirty-five." ~ ~ 

\Yhcn an hon. member savs that a certain 
body passed a :'e'solution, 'he should qnote 
the ex,,.ct resolution. I think that incident is 
snfiicient to show that the yo:mg member 
for Cook has a lot to learn of pul:Jlic cxpcri­
<'ncc. So long as I am a. member of this 
House I shall do m:.- utmost to uphold the 
1 ntcrests of the public 6ervants, and sec jus­
tice done, and I shall always return a Roland 

for an Olivcr to the hon. member for Cook, 
who talks as though he were speaking on 
behalf of tho Government. I say that hon. 
members on this side of the Chamber did a 
grave injustice to the railwaymen, and to the 
police aboYe all others. The latter are a 
clac,s of men who have no home life. They 
t~ke an oath of duty; they are our guardians 
mght and day; and it was most scandalous 
that the Government should remove them 
from the ambit of the Industrial Court. 

The amendment is de '3i gncd to put hon. 
members in an invidious position. Wh;;· did 
the 5 Iinister not do this long ago? He is 
not here now to answer that question. vVhy 
did he not ask for our co-operation? VVhy 
did he not long ago move a motion to the 
effect that half a dozen or a dozen members 
of the Opposition should join Minieters in a 
committ0o to discuss subjects, such as wage 
reduction and the cancellation and suspension 
of awards, before the Government took any 
action in such directions? That would have 
been the honourable course to take; and I 
am sati "lied that, in spite of great party 
differenc-es, such a committee could have 
materially assisted in the direction of advanc­
ing the 'Yoifare of the State. There are 
two ]),finisters on the Treasury bench now. 
I ar-k them: whether they arc pn'pared to 
suggc'it in caucus meeting or in Cabinet that 
the sorry policy to which I have referred 
shali be dropped during this time of depres­
sion, and tha.t we all co-operate on a com­
mittee formed from both sides of th0 House 
in an effort to arrive at a fajr basis in 
regard to wage'; and working conditions. 
Will they say that they will be pleased to 
discuss the question of putting all these men 
hack under the Industrial Court" 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhat about 
the In cl cpendent Party? 

Mr. DUNLOI': The Independent Pal'ty 
will back them up. That is what we are 
here for. I can assure the hon. gentleman 
that. if thoro were a difference of only two 
or. three in the strength of the Gnvernment 
and Opposition, they would have b'ccn glad 
to consider us instead of talking ;;o much of 
the tripe that I have had to listen to durinrr 
my term in this House. I have h:td more 
"chiacking" from hon. men1bers on this 
ro:dc-which I take in good part~than from 
hon. members opposite, from whom I might 
haYe expected it. I could not have taken 
umbrage if they had indulged in it. 'l'o their 
credit they realised that I stand here as 
one n1nn. and they have given 1no a fair dea-L 
becauec I am prepared to reciprocate. I did 
support the suspension of the rural workers' 
award-on which they bitterly differed from 
me-beco.use I believe t nat the man on the 
land should gd all the assista.nce we can give 
him. I only hope that a similar amendment 
will '10t be introduced to disgrace this House 
aft 'in. I ea id last year that, if the -organi­
' ,tion at Terrica. Hom.r, could depnvc the 
public: servants of the franchiee and, a1; the 
dictation of Mr. Mc(:}ill and others, ody give 
t.hcrn a certai!l number of representativ-es. in 
this House, then I believe it would do it. 
Thrrt malt.er was discusser! by an important 
org::misation supporting the Governmcm. and 
I challenge contradiction of that. statement. 
That is where I got it; and. if Government 
n1L1nbcrs cnn disprove rny statmncnt, I am 
prepared to tender my resignation to :Mr. 
Speaker at oncC'. 

1 anl an out-and-out adYocate of non-party 
politics, and I am not to be gulled or side­
tracked be· an amendment of this nature, 

JJr. Dunlop.] 
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It lacks sincerity; it is pure hypocrioy. Jf 
it "as the intention of the Government to 
co-opt'rate as the a.mcndn1ent suggests, then 
the first stc•p would have been taken bv the 
Premier. -Apparently, party politics- are 
here to sta v so far as the Government are 
concerned. · \Vith the hon. member for Fassi­
fern. I have endeavoured to kill the curse 
of party politiLs. Slowly but surely that end 
is coming a lJOut Action has already been 
taken in the Imperial Parliament. Mr. 
Ramsa7 MacDonald has broken a·.,·ay from 
the Labour Party, and his action is the fme­
runnN of an 11ltimate revolution in the partv 
political system. That system must go. Is 
it not better to get down to common sense? 
\Yhcn imporhnt matters are discu"ed whilst. 
travf'lling in the train or 8bewhere, and 
the views expressed meet with tbe approval 
of any person, then, if h" is honourable 
and worth his salt, he will agree. Some 
Gm·crnmPnt members are prepared to saY. 
"That is a very good sugg0stion. and "I 
will bring- it un in the nartv room." That 
is the spirit th~t should- pre~'ail. The curse 
of part:c politi0s has brought the oountrv 
to its Pl'PSent nnfortunate po.,ition. It is a 
u-rnt pit;- that the Oppcnition could not 
infiucn"f' th0ir org-anisations jn the direction 
of annihilating the cnrso of Caucus and trade 
nnjon rommittct -.. ~Phev should ~av to tho 
industrial lradors: "Gentlemen. the,:e is onlv 
one •;-av to obtain lwttPr wages and improvorl 
condJtJOm. \Vc should co-onerate with all 
partiPs. irrPspec' i1·o of onr j)o!itical be lids. 
Rcrr<;sontatJ,·os from our pad:;- should be 
)Wrn:1tt0d to meet representative" from other 
parhes and Wt' shonld procood on strictlv 
non-narty linos.'' Tha.t is the kev tJ th'e 
~ituation. and thnt is tl1o onlv vntv ·in ~, bich 
w0 ran ,'lssist Australia out~ of the 11rc ,e~lt 
mf':;-:::. 

I re2'ror. that the R0creta1-y for Labonr and 
T~ldn:;:try 1s n_nt prPs0nt to ansvvPr a fow per~ 
t~1 n!'n.t questions to rnable 1ne to cast a 
- ···~ nn'- '"' tlll;, qlft->~tdUII. li tn8 hOn. 
ge~1tl0mnn '' ns prepar0cl to !';flV. "'\Vc nrc 
!ZOlll<.:; to. t:>o-o~J0r0te ,,-]th the Onf,osition. and 
I an1 p:01np: to ~ng-gPst to the Pr0micr thnt a 
romm1ttee b0 fornwcl consisting· of hon. mem­
bers on hol-h sides to discuss these i1nportant 
n;attPrs." •hon T 1 l'Onld consicler that he was 
'm cere. \Vhero is h0? Ahsent ! I intend 
to voto with tlw Opposition agaimt the 
amendment. ond I intend to do so bere.usn 
thPre- is no sinc0rit:v in the- an1Pndment. It 
means nothing. It is pure hypocrisy. 

l\1r. Nnr''O: lVIr. Speaker. I rise to a 
noint of ord0r. 'rh~ ho-n. m01nber for Rod~­
harnpton sn id. "Tlv SrC'rPtnr",T for L:-tbr:ur 
and Inrlwt·rv is ab.;e'1t fron1 the Home. 
\Yhrr0 is he'" H0 inferred th"t the Minis­
ter w:ts not attPnding to his job. It is onlv 
fair to the l\1inistrr that I should inforr;t 
the House that I haYc just introduced o. 
deputation to him in his room. 

Mr. KE1'R: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point 
of ordPr. You err llcd mo ·to order this a ftc ·. 
noon fnr u:ing- the 'vord "hypocrisy." Is 
the hoJl. member for Rockhampton in ordct' 
in dtributing h,-pocris:-· to tbe Secretarv fot· 
Labour and Industry? · 

li,Ir. SPEAKER: Order! As I understood 
tb0 ll''ln. membC'r for Hockhampton ho cli,I 
not dirod his rc·m.ark to the Secrctarv for 
Labour nnd Industrv. It was n1er~lv a 
general n'nla.rk. , ~ 

~,Ir. KERR: Not at all. 

[Jh. Dnnlop. 

:\Ir. SPEAKER: Orde,·! The hon. mem­
ber for Rockhampton stated that the motion 
'"as hypocrisy. 

l\lr. DUNLOP: Has the Minister been 
present at the deputation from the time I 
commenced to speak? I notice that he has 
just entered the House. I ha.-e b .. on speak­
ing for neatly half an hour. Have you 
been at a deputation? 

:Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! I ask the hon. 
mr'mbcr to address the chair. 

'r!Je SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AliD INDUSTRY: 
The I\Iav-or of Toowoomba is at present 
. .-aiting to see me. 

:'v!r. DUNLOP: I am gla·d that the ::V1inis· 
tor is now in the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR L.\BOUR AXD I:-;DcSTRY : 
You ',,rant to be quick '\Vith your ren1arks, 
for I am leaving the Chan1ber again very 
,,hortly. 

:\It-. DUKLOP: I asked previously why 
the Co,·ernmont Party had not been asked 
itl caucus by the Premier to co-operate with 
the Opposition, as the arnendmcnt suggests .. 
with u. view to evolving some proposal or 
propo:-5a1:. to overcome the prcsc~nt depres­
sion? \Yhy did the Minister wait until t'he 
rptluctlon in wages took place, and until hi~ 
G o.-ernment took a large section of the 
\HJrkers awav from the ambit of the Indus­
trial Cot>rt before suggesting the co-opera­
tion of all sections? There is no sincoritv 
in the an1endmcnt) and I arn accordingG· 
votinc; with the Opposition. I want my 
ekctors to know that. because they v:i!l 
believe mo ,., hen I inform them that the 
Govo'·nment chould ha.-e co-opcratnd with 
the Opposition long ago. If the Minister 
an:_ wcrs rny question no\v, I shall be prepared 
to change my Yote in a certain direction. I 
ask the l\Tjnisu~r, through you, ::\1r. Speaker, 
if, l~e is prepared now, owing. ~o !he state 
"' •·~i'-' ~~~~i~~.J) .,..._. -._._. '-'lJ'-'"""-"'~'--' U.J.O..'.U U.UV '--'l~t-'V-

sition, and reconsider all those matters that 
thP Govcrnrnont haYe done, such as 'vago 
reductions, taking mnployocs a'Yay fro1n the 
ambit of the Industrial Court, the restora­
tion of the ls. per week to orphans, the 
jncrfa.se in incon1e tax, and so on. If he 
i; prepared to ask his leader to appoint a 
cmnmittee for that purpose, then they can 
go to the country on such a policy at the 
next election. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! 

Mr. DUN LOP: You. Mr. Speaker, ha,-., 
been very good hJ me at all times, and have 
attempted to guide me as a young member. 
Thoro is no necessity for mo to go over all 
those subjects which I have provwusly 
debated, as a reeord of my remarks appears 
in "Hansard." The n1otion, as I ha Ye 
stated, is purely electioneering propa!Sanda. 
It nn casilv bo s• en that an election rs near 
a~ hand. i'he mot'icn-which is practicallY 
a rnotion of no confidence on account ot 
the Government's broken election pledgeo­
ohould ha.-e been moved long ago. I would 
then ha.-c supported the hon. member for 
GrPgory. 

Thoro are clever men on both sides of 
ihis House. \Ve know how amendments are 
rnoY,3d in Co1nmittee in a most ingenious 
way in order that one side or the other may 
got the advantage. It shows what hon. 
members will come at, It is to be regretted 
that the Secretary for Labour and Industry 
moved this amendment, because I am sure 
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the Pt·cmier is very aggrieved at its lack of 
sincerity. 

The Se." ET;RY FOR L'B0l'R AND I:s-DUSTRY: 
The p, ·mior agrees with it. 

Mr. DU?-;LOP : I expect the Minister at 
the VL'~·y li.rst oppJrtnnit:; to den1onst.rate his 
oinc c:rity by r- moving all the friction and 
bitterness we have had through three sessions 
of Parli.1ment, and ihat he will act in the 
interests of the 'celfare of Queensland. 

The SEt_:RET.\RY FOE L.\BOUR AND IxDUSTRY: 
IIov\' P.rJ you goin3' to vote? 

Mr. DUXLOP: I have told the hon. 
genth-)n1an-l an1 a_gain?t ~is. amcndrrwnt 
because there is no s1ncenty 1n 1t. 

The SICRETARY FOR LABOUR A:\D INDURTRY: 
Tlv:re is no sincerity in your argument. 

:\Ir. DU:\LOP: I have the hon. gentleman 
where I vvant him. He is in his seat. 
!!_Ja.,..ngl:,tcr.) "I~et,, tho hon. ~entlcma_n say 

Y ec- or ::.io. so that h1s const1iuents 
may klhnY whore he stands on the question of 
gctti11g rid of this wretched party system. 

The S!"~c:::tETAHY FOR JJ.\ROUR LXD INDUSTRY : 
I an1 doing- so nndcr this a1ncndmcnt and 
if a r~ sinc0re, yon ,,,ill vote f~r th~ 

Mr. 
me 
will 
I:" no 

Th 
Then 

PrXLOP : It will be a pleasure for 
again)t it. bec:ause m-r,~ electors 
n1c vYhen I toll them that there 

in it. 
8..---c- ET.\RY . OR L.\~J(YPR AXD INDUSTR:: 

yo;_l ar _ n hypocri t -·. 

lYk DUKLOP: The Minister should have 
f-:hOIYll his f'iEcerity long ago at least in 
fairnf~s to his resperted leader: the Premier 
of Queensland. I ho!le the valuable time 
of this House will not be taken up in future 
in disc;1r:.;sing these things. 

The Sr:c~ET.\RY FOR IAnoun AXD IxDUSTHY: 
You arc a hurnbug. 

:Mr. DUKLOP : And the hon. gentlemrm 
:,; a c:_· lmnllllF!,', :<•'d that l·· \\ hv hP 
,,-cnt o: the Chamber when i was si)eak-
ing. 

FOLEY (I> ichhardt) [5.18]: It is 
:: nn. to not !Cc how hon. members on the 
Govcrnrnent 'idc endeavour to cloak over 
their o•.y.-:n rnisdPcds by pointing out \\~hat 
has. hPcn ailogcdly done by somebody els?. 
In thn' dtitude hon. members opposite are 
t8,kinr:t their tnc fron1 the Secretarv for 
LRhOlli' and Industrv, be eau -.e they get as far 
awav ~ : l.csihlc from the r(ml points at 

~~-e hC<cl thG spednclr of the hon. 
for Cook quite nnfairl" endeavour­

ing to chow that iho wod<ors of the Common­
he.vc been badly treated by the actions 
FPdrrnl GoYernment. The hon. m"m­

bPr have pointed out that ihe Fedcrcl 
GoYenllTJent are in a very diffc~·ent position 
from the Queensland Government.. 

In Qucf'nB1and \Ve hflse soYcrei_-rn rights. 
~nd the Go•.·crnm0nt are not hamperPd 
thro·1gh hnvi:.cr to drncnd on another partv 
for SUpport. rfh(~V nre not hnrnncrerl hv a 
rcctricti,·e Fpprr .Hm•se, which is lik<•h: to 
throw out an-· legislation ihat they attempt 
to place on the statute-book. In the Federal 
arena. thf' position is the exact opposite. 
Sin1 '8 the Fcdcnd Labo11r Government have 
been in office tim'e and again thev have 
<'ndeaYotcrr-d to get over the difficulties facin<c 
A11strn1ia in order to rehabilitate the finances 
and pla:'r, the 400.000 workers who are now 
out of c:cnployn1ent in useful employment; 

but m·erv one of the methods oronosed bv 
; he Federal Labour Government has been 
vetoed by the re trictive Upper HousP known 
as the Senate. 

Had the hon. m0mber for Cook been at all 
fair in his argnrnent, had he attmnptcd to 
win his point by logic, he would have receiver[ 
respect on this side of the House. Im tead 
of that, he. omitted to mention some of the 
rnost irnportant facts in regard to the Federal 
Labour lio,·crnmcnt, the Governnwnt of New 
South \Vales, the Government of Victoria, 
and the Government of South Australia. Ho 
omitted to mention that all those Govern­
n!ents trc lu:tnipCrPd b:,' restrictive Upp,'r 
llouse;;, \Yhile tbe Quel•n·:.blld Go\ ::>rnn1c11t 
are unhatuporcd, <!nd in a vosition to 
carry out any schoinO de, in:. 

The a .. 1endmcnt mm·cd qy the SeerPhrc· 
for Labour ;,nd Industry allc·;edly is intended 
tu brillg about co-operation between the 
various ~ections in this State in an endeavour 
to re ha hilitate the financial position and 
_ tinirnise the effects o£ uncn1ployrnent in 
Q'12en"land. If the hon. gentleman \Vas 
ino~rc, nt the very beginning of this Parli::t­

Jncnt \Ye would h ,~,ve had smne offer to ro­
upc·rate alld di~cuss in1poriant mcaslH'L:5. 
before thcv '"ere i11troducccl into the l:iou:sc; 
but no ~ oft'C'r was n1ade e~thcr bv the 
LeaJc-r Gon:rnrrwHt or by the Sccrc-
tarv for ;Etd Industrv. Instea-d of 
thn~t '"c~ h.tYc had an exhibrtion of brute 
force. GoYCl'Yll11c"lt, by their cuormons 
rnaioriv>, vo forced 1ncasurc_ through this 
Ha;B:}, · to the cletrin1ent of the ·worki1' Q.' 

rna:5Sl'S in Queensland. Quite a long liBt of 
dPtrin1ent11l to th~c; workers of this 

hccn passed. I-Ion. members on 
~1de are continually t~dking 

n~clnc:d national i11-C0n1e of Arts­
'' nd the n0cc·1sitv for a reduction in the 

costs of production taking piacc. \Yhile the 
hon. nwn1ber for Cook was speaking, I 
endc~J,You.rcd. Qy·\Yay of interjection, to lea!'n 

him vdoa.t he real!'" means bv a. rccluc­
of cos+s. I h ~ve endeavour(~d ~t different 

to , --3rert _,in ex'lctly what other Go­
Ycrnrnent snpywrt.ers :nea."n when they tcdk 
about a rcdllctio:l of costs. 'Taking the 
- (hninistrative actions of the Government and 

JM··'Cd in t!1is Chamber bv the 
One can only assmnc that the 

d 1d of reducing costs to mc:ct · 
in 0ucensland to-dav 
the· standard of the 

vvorking n1a-.s,!s of this St?~tD. Every 
of theirs up to date hws. had that effect. 

GovPrnn1ent runendPd the lav>·s in regard 
to arbitratif'n, nnd, aftct arnendi11g those 
ln ,;s, thcv had no confidence in the moasuro 
the:~ placCd on the si atnte-book, because they 
wi1·hdre\-Y scf'~ions of the \-Yorkcrs fro1n the 
pmtcctimo of thc Indmtrial Court and left 
the nue-stion of fixing· and conditions 
t'J t};r; olJ Inc:thod ·cf force and '· h>t 
i:ho 2trm_ n1Pn Tbe pffcct is 
apr, "rcLt any n1tn or \van~ '11 in this Shu::e. 

If you go throPgh the city of I3risban~ 
nr any ('Quntr,\- Lnvn or villugc in the out­
back p8 rb of Queensland, ;-:--ou can notice the 
,ff,,ct of this policy of rc:luction of \\'ils2s. 

Pastoral v;Torker~ who needed sorrw nrotcction 
on accoLmt· of the brutality of ~an:; cm­
plo~-:rs in the past, \vhlch practicnJl:,- re­
dtwed them fo the level of the, blackfellow, 

re to-day in rr po~it.ion that every ycstigc 
of ad,·antnge they cnjoyed in the way of 
irr.proYPd acconn11orlation nnd rat1ons in 
orcl·r that they might be treated a· human 
bc·ings by the employers is being whittled 

Mr>. Foley.] 
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down as the result of their withdra\val from 
the Industrial Court. We have men in the 
pastoral industry now working for lower 
wages tha"n those given to aboriginals under 
the laws of this State. Luckily, we ha' e 
a few good employers. I have had instances 
of some employers in m:< district \Yho have 
refused to employ a man below the rH·c, ions 
ruling basic wage. These employers ha ye 
command of the best men in the district. 
Pcr1d show a profit by adhering to a fair 
and reasonable rate of remuneration for 
services rendered. On the othe1· hand, we 
have .a majority of unscrupulous employeTs. 
who take every advantage of gc>tting me,; 
as cheaply as they pwsibly can. \YP have 
m"n to-day in many of our pastoral dictricts 
being offered a wage that an employer 
could not offer to a full-blooded aboriginal. 
The . boriginal is provided Lv la·,y with a 
minimum wctge in the vicinitv of £1 16s. 
and keep. \Vc have white ;,en to-cla··­
station hands and general rouseahouts~in 
those same districts being offered as low a'· 
15s. per week and keep. If the GoYernment 
consider that such a policy is going to upiift 
the moral wellbeing of this particular class 
of workers and improve their statm 
generally, I an1 sorry for thcit reasoning 
powers. Tlwrc are also other n-pe, of 
~,~o1~kc1~s in the pastoral district:;:, ~uch a~ 
fcn"ers. w 'll-borers, and others who are 
similarly affected. Men who received fair 
rPmuneration for that claos of wmk at orw 
ti~e are now be_ing comreDcd to cornpctc 
w1th each othr>r m t.heir struggle for cxist­
f'DC'(\ and have to cut down thPir nrices 
to the irrPducible minimurn. ~ 

The same conditions applv to the timber 
1vorkers .. n:ho cut tho tirnbcr,.., such as f'ILepRr­
blocks', hcadstocks, girders. pile •, an cl other 
classh of timber mcd by the RaihYav 
Dcpartmcm. • 

\Vhon I .. abour was in po·wer \Ye arrangrd 
at one stage that a roprescntatiYe of i:hc 
timber workers. a representati,-e of the 
Au;;tralian ·workers' Union, and a reprcsen­
tabn~ of the Forestry Department shmlld 
travel throughout Queensland and vis:t e;-crv 
forest where operations w0rc being c.n-rie~l 
on, and eventually deliberate for the pur­
.pose of VilOrlnng out what they considered 
a fair and reasonable rate of rCnluneration. 
The result was that a schednle of nriccs 
\Vas n~reed upon, under \vhich the~ 1nen 
got what might be termed a reasonable 
return. Immediately this Administration 
get into po\ver, th~ agreen1c-nt \\as can­
celled, although the men ha 1 worked ,·crv 
satisfactorily under it for quite a nun1beJ:. 
of years, end the oid method was restored. 
To giw a brief iliustration of how it 
operated, let mo tell hon. members that 
men 1n n1:v district \vho v;ere sunplying 
sleeper blocks at Birimgan. a few mil< s' out­
of Blair Athol-in one of the few harcb·ood 
forests worth while in that district-were 
getting 4s. 10<1. per block, which was divided 
betwl'en the man who cut it and the man 
who carted it to the mill. That ''"" (1nitc 
a reasonable amount when one takes into 
account the searching that is necessarv and 
the we"_r and tear on horses and plant: The 
method adopted by the present Government. 
after the cancelle.tion of the agreement, was 
to call, or purport to ea.!!, tenders for the 
supply of so many thousand blocks !llong 
the coast be~ween Gympie and Ycppoon. 
·when the tcndcn were received, they picked 
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out the very lowest offer in the vicinity of 
3s., and eventually worked on an average 
price of 3s. 3d. a block. Instead of accept­
ing the lowest tender, they sent out 
memoranda to the cutters who had 
tendered, and said they were prepared to 
take from them 100, 200, or 300 blocks, as 
the case might be, at that low price. The 
men at Birimgan, away from the coast and 
working under totally different conditions 
from those prevailing elsewhere, had either 
to leave work and hump their swags or cut 
the blocks at the same price as the lowest 
tender. If an;·body calls that a fair method, 
I cannot comprehend his state of mind. As 
a result tho price has been brought down 
from 4s. 10d. in rnv district to 3s. 3d. for 
what orders are a,;ailable-a figure which 
is practically insufficient to pay the butcher, 
the baker, and the grocer. 

Mr. H. M. RvsSELL: That was the method 
adopted by your Government. 

::Yir. FOLEY: Thev did nothing of the 
sort. I have ah·eady explained th. pl·oco­
durc they followed. Immediately hon. mem­
bers opposite got into power, the agreement 
was cancelled, and in one case alone the 
price for sl0eper block· has been Teduccd 
from 4s. lOd. to 3s. 3d., with th" result 
that the cutters have either to take the work 
at that low figure or starve. Thn·e is no 
work elsewhere, because of the cheesc-parmg 
policy of the GovPrnmcnt; and the men f:nd 
it better to stay and '\YOrk in order to get 
sufficient to pa~; the butcher and the bakc'r, 
even if the grocer has to go short. No 
section of the working community has been 
overlooked. 

l_Tnder L8 hour adrni:nistration the :natu­
torv income tax exemption was £250. nnd 
dur:ing thoec rinws tbe then Opposition c<;m­
timulllv st 1tocl that the taxpayers m receJpt 
of an ·tnconlo itl cxc('SS of that atnount were 
carrying too heavy a burden, even ihough 
rhe times \Yere much more prosperous. But 
irnrnedi.ato1y thE-~ pre3er.:.t Govcrnn1ent v..rere 
returned to power. they brought 40,000. to 
EO.OOO aclditional taxpayers into the taxmg 
fi<:lcl by lowering the statutorY: ex~mntion. to 
£150. Those methods arc qmte m keepmg 
with the methods of Nationalists and Tories 
thronghont Australia and other parts of the 
world. They have always insisted that the 
taxpavcrs in receipt of small incomes should 
cury ·a portion of the burden ; but Labour 
has alwavs held that the worker Js entrtled 
to a fixc~l an1ount free from taxat1on. We 
haYe argucJ-and rightly so-that the basic 
v no·o laid do\Yl1. bv the court is sufficient 
on!~ to keep a man". his wife, and family in 
a fair measure of comfort according to the 
standard adopted by the comt. That being 
so, it is gro,sly unfair to insist that tho 
grP8t ar:n1y of workeJ> in receipt of a 
reduced basic wage should contribute towards 
taxation, thereby reducing their ctandard to 
that extent and thereby le;sening the bur­
den upon ' persons in receipt. of higher 
incomes. If hon. men1bcrs opposite can com­
bat that argument, then I shall be very 
much surprised. They must ar;:ree that the 
standard of living laid down by the court 
n·pres<mts only a fair measure of comfort 
for a man, wife. and family. That standard 
is recognised in the community, but the 
Government were prepare<:! to reduce that 
standard to a lower level by the imposition 
of income taxation. There W"-S no need for 
rhc Go,-ernmcnt to impose that taxation, 
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and they acted entirely at the behest of the 
forces dictating thc;r policy. The:: had not 
an Upper House or a Senate tD contend 
with. as is the case in other Parliaments in 
the Commonwealth. 

The motion refers to the effect of the 
GoY·'rm:wnt policv upon the health Df the 
workers, which is becoming more patent day 
by dc,y. One of the first attacks upon the 
rnining industr.;· 1.vas n1ade last year, "\-rhen 
the rde-~.7ant law '·as amended. l)rior to 
that amendment the workers in the industry 
<>njo,vcd protection at the hands of check 
in~pcC'tors, who were paid by the Mines 
Depa ctment to look after the interests Df 
ihe WOrkers. rrhose D1Cll W8TC under DO 

Dbligation either to the workers or tD the 
employers, and wcro not compelled to go 
abc:xt their daily duties in fear of victimisa­
tion at tho hands of the employers. The 
Government rever,ted to the old policy, which 
gives rise to the -danger of victimisation. 

Just recently a deputation waited on the 
nw.nagcrnent of Mount Isa with a request 
for the appointment of check inspectors to 
~ef~ that the ruiners' conditions as well as 
othct· c:<Jnditions in the mines were carried 
out satisfactorily. Under the new method 
of mining carried on there-it is new to 
Australia, and is called the " glory-hole " 
>'yctem-the \.orkers are compelled to work 
in a dust-laden atmosphere. Such dust is 
bad enough in gold mines, ·where there is 
no lec:td in the ore, but in a silver mine, 
where there are lead contents, it is one 
hundred times more injurious. The men 
\vcre unsuccessful, and had to continue to 
work under the conditions they complained 
about. The only method they have-and it 
"·ill eventually lead to that-of enforcing 
dec0nt conditions, will be shown later on bv 
a hold-np and the throwing down of tools 
until the conditions are rertified. Immedi­
ately the miners down tools, what happens? 
Thcv will be abnsod by tho Nationalists and 
the 'press supporting the Nationalists, while 
the police ,,-ill be requisitioned to bludgeon 
them, and force them back to work under the 
conditions they are prote~<ting against. I 
hope that will not tako place. I hope that 
before that comes about Labour will again 
be in power. and that our party will restore 
the svstem so desired bv the miners for the 
protection of thc'ir health. 

\V e ha Ye the samo thing happening in 
other industries. Recently a member of the 
Industrial Court bench appointed one of the 
indListri.,] in'·pectors to inYestigate the concli­
tion;; in the bcking industry. Most hon. 
members have read that report. The work 
in the industry was regulated, and no one, 
as a result. suffnrocl. As soon as the present 
GoYPrnmcnt were returned to power, the 
conditions in the industry were abused. Men 
commenced work before 6 o'clock in the 
morning, and anyone taking a tramride can 
sec bakers' carts returning to the bakery as 
late as 8 o'clock at night. · 

The Sl\C'RET<\RY FOR LABOL'R AKD 1NDFSTRY: 
The trouble ic that people want to buy the 
bread early. 

J\fr. FOLEY: Similar conditions apply in 
other industries because the Govcrmnent 
have dispensed 7·ith the services of industrial 
in,pectors. On their return to power eight 
jnspectors were dismi~,"ed. These men were 
directlv connected with the industries of this 
'State. A little Lter fourteen more inspectors 
were dismissed. The result is that in the 

pastoral districts, notwithstanding the fact 
that no award governs the conditions there, 
no industrial inspector is operating. The 
workers' huts are getting into a state of 
disrepair, and the only opportunity shearers, 
shed hands, and rouseabouts have of enforc­
ing decent conditions is to threaten a hold-up 
and enforce decent conditions themselves. 
That is what we are faced with. Then we 
find employers appealing to the Go,-ernment 
and the Secretary for Labour and Industry, 
and complaining at their annual conferences 
against the pinpricks suffered by industry. 
There are many little pinpricks to-day as a 
result of the Government's legislation. Then 
the Minister who is r,esponsible for these 
pinpricks has the effrontery to move an 
amendment asking for tho co-operation of 
this part,v and of the citizens of the State. 
For what? For a perpetuation and intensifi­
cJtion of the "conditions. The amPndment is 
extremely vague, and the use of the word 
"eo-operation,'' as used by the Minister, is 
capable of man,v ~onstruct,ions. What does 
the hon. gentleman mean bv it? Has he a 
comprehensive plan to pl;we befDre this 
t-Iouse? 

The S1 ~RETARY FOR LAnorR AXD Ixnus'rRY: 
I mean the s:'me thing that has taken place 
in the Go\'crnmcnt of England, and which 
will have to come here also before verv 
long. " 

~.1r. FOLEY: Speaking for mscclf-anJ 
I am sure the rest of my party have similar 
'<'ntimentc;-I can assure the Minister that 
,-,eh a plan wil: not have the support of this 
part"'"-. because there are other -,vavs of re­
habi.litating a country than bv 'smashing 
conditions and reducing wage'. " 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND TNDcSTRY: 
Whv has :\lr. Scullin reduced old-a.o·e and 
inYalid pens inns? 

~.Ir. FOLEY: I am not here to explain 
whot :\ll-. Scullin has done; but I have 
t'nough con1n1on scnso to know that the 
:\'ationalist~, 'upportcd by the financial in­
"titution,· ·.m! the press of Australia, 
manceu,Ted for months to get l\Ir. Scullin 
into the position he is now in. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOcR AND bmuSTRY: 
\Vhy don't you answer my question 1 Why 
did he do it? 

Mr. FOLEY: We know what altitude 
was adonted b,- the K ationalists when the 
FPderal ~l'reasu;·er sought to bring about an 
a Iteration in the monetary system in order 
to hi·idgc the gap until good times camo 
along again. The Federal Government got 
nothing but a hue e. The pressure of the finan­
cial in,titutions and the Commonwealth 
Bank was used to force the Federal Govern­
ment to their knees. It cannot be argued 
serious! that the Federal Government have 
full control in the Commonwealth to-da;r. 
If tlwy hac! a majority in the Senate. there 
· · ould be a different scheme in operation 
to-day, and that scheme would not affect 
'",~ ngr'. and pension;;:. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOVR AXD I:<rnUSTRY : 
\Vhy didn't they go to the eountry to get 
the power? 

Mr. FOLE~-: Probabl;' the hon. gentleman 
would have hked them to go to the country; 
but they ,., ill do so when, in their opinion, 
the time is opportune. Notwithstanding 
what is' being done by other Governments­
! am not here to excuse other Governments 

111r. Foley.] 
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-I \rant to 0n1phasisc that the~ La/Jour Go· 
Yernment,, in Australia to-dav have not the 
se me power as tho Queen ,lar;d GoYcrnrnont. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR L'BOUR A~D lxDc;S.RY: 
They hc.ve in South Australia. 

Mr. FOLEY: They aro restricted b · un­
synlpathctic Upper ~ House:3. }lol~, eYf.r, I 
ci.esire to ~;coi back to 1n~7 argurnent-I ha YC 
no de~irc to bo placed on the dcfen~ive. 
I h"' ' 7 C gi-, en thn Secretary for Labour and 
Indri~'trv a "fair go." 'r lHtYC ans\'T 'f('cl 
his quc~tions fairly ~nd logicall.T"· 

I--Iad the a1ncnchnent contained a proposal 
1'0 plac·, before this Chamb0r-a comprehcn-­
~i-..-,"C plan which \vould have rneant the 
rehabilitation of this State and the placing 
of t~very rnan, boy, ar:j girl on the pay roll 
-it Vl:c:,nld have received the consideration 
nnd co-operation of every hon. n1cn1ber f'n 
this side of the House. Ha ;·e the Uoveno­
ment a plan such as that? 

rrhc SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A~D I~D"C'STRY: 
You put forward such a proposal and I "·ill 
support it. 

1\Ir. PEASE: \Vhat \Yill your pa ty <'o? 

TJw f'~cRETARY FOR I.d.DOUR _\:\D I~DCS'r:tL : 
I \\ill risk that. 

'\h-. FOLEY: A policy along those linos 
1vill be put into operation when Labour, a 
i:-; sure to be the c tsc, is 1·eturncd to the 
Treasur:;· benches after the next elections. 
1'\otwithstanding the possible gerryrnandcr­
ing th- t 1~:i1l take place before the nc'\.t, 

ckctions, Labour will be returned to po~wcr, 
and then it Y.ill be their job to place CYer; 
man, bo:--. und girl on the pay rolL If the}­
rann--: do that, then there is no roon1 ior 
tlw L.bcur movement. That is their job, 
and Le bour will he equal to the ta'k. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXD IxDUSTRY: 
\_T ou sugg0st a pla11. 

1\Ir . .FOLEY: I am not going to gi ,-c the 
l\Ii11istcr 1ny ideas. 'rho policy followed by 
the prcsc11t GoYc•rnincnt since their acce:-~:ion 
to pv\vce ha~ dHY,,'n that their ouJv de..,ire is 
to !'t.:duec thp conditions of the ,~~orkcrs of 
thi, State. The first rodw tion of wages in 
this State_ as a rp-;ult of the restricted arbi­
n-ation la\n meant a prescllt of £2,000,0CJ 
to the employers of this State. The Leadel' 
of the Oppuitioa pointed out that provision 
conld havt:: been n1ade 'vhcrcby the Govern~ 
mcnt could h>tve collected that £2,000,0LJ 
and used the money for the benefit· of the 
workers of this Stat•c. If that £2,000,000 
had hc<'n used for the benefit of the worker,_ 
indmtry >Yould have been rehabilitated and 
workcrc -,,·ould have been reab orbed in 
industry, and the GoYernmcnt would h:wo 
achieved t 110 object they desire. Instead of 
that being the case, there has bc0n a further 
reduction in wages, and a further present 
~.J the employers of the State. The position 
has drifted from bad to worse. \Yic·h the 
result that to-clay we have an increase of 
116 per cent. in unemployment as compared 
with the amount of unemployment under the 
Labour GoYcrmnent. Surely the Govern­
ment have had a good illustration that their 
policy has failed, and has not achieved the 
object they expected it to achieve! Their 
policy has not resulted in placing one extra 
man in employment, while those out of 
employment are living under worse condi­
tions than those enjoyed by the average 
aboriginal in this State. The aboriginals in 
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the Government settlements are enjoying 
bottu condition than those enjoyed by the 
a\·eragc intermittent 1vorker; n.·1d the 
axeragc aboriginal employee in tho pastoral 
areas receiYes from £1 15s. to £1 b.c. per 
·"~, cck, \Yhile n1any white "Norkers are com­
pelled to work for lr-,s than that wa;·e. 
\Vhcn Govern:ment n1uubers were en the 
hustings, \vhcn they wcro posting huge 
placards all over the Stat'i._', and paying f1orn 
£20 to £50 an issue in the capitalistic press 
of this State in order to gtdl tlw \YOrk( r """' 
they promisee!, not 10.000 jobs on OLC day CL 

week, but they promis d to place 10,000 men 
jn conr:tant cinployrrH•nt. That w, s tho 
impression they >vishcd to create. 

The Minister claims that 30,000 men have 
been provided with employment by the Go­
Yernment. \Vhat lmnJ bee11 the t rrns of 
the employment'' \Yhcu the Government 
started out with the tmemplo.: mcnt relief 
scherne, a worker coul(l only a rnaximum 
of twelve v:cBks work at a. ; bnt e ;en 
that has been reduced. a.nd the Go;-ermnu1t 
have ostaLlishcd an int..:rrnittt)nt. sv~-tcrn of 
relief 1vork, the uliilnJtc result o£ \\~hich \vill 
he to drag those alread~, in on1ployrnent dovvn 
to the sarne st::tndard. The Government arc 
g-r,tdually doinc; that by the sc:teme which 
thev ha.ve cswbEehed. \\'hen the Labour 
Party gets back to power, it will change this 
state of things. 

I would again ask the '\Iinister if he has a 
semblance of a plan 1xhich \Vill enable the 
conditions I ha vo rnontioned to be nut into 
effect. If it is possible in ot.hcr cOuntries, 
surely it js po- ~iblc in Queensland! Does the 
:\linister rnean tc 3ay th•t \\T are facing the 
san1c conditions in Q11'ellsland us exiJtcd in 
Rusc.ia prior to the Fl'l reYolution? Does 
he think we hn,ve gone th-·ough the ~Ltmo war 
privations and farnino that they have gone 
through there? They al·c now carrying ou~ 
a reconstruction plan that has appealed to 
the imagination of the great<. ~t rnen in the 
1vorld to-day. EYon l~ernard Shavv in his 
brief visit to Ru"ia reccutly had to >1dmit 
that the n.u .sioTt pl[IJ1 V;[lS a stupendous 
nndr rtaking, and Llwt there wa.s no f, ar of 
failure. 

~.1r. TED.Y1AN (Jiarrt) [5.57]: I 1·c;rot that 
time will not permit me to expound m: view.•. 
ou this qn0 tion. I s 'Y LlOcet cmphat.ically 
that this is one of the gr('ate::~t opportnnities 
0Yor offered to hon. 1ne1nbcrs opposite for 
politi< d propaganda. iVe have listened to 
~ :__•nle of the rnost insincere :;t.-· tcn1ents .ve 
rould pu .ibly listen to in Parlia.rnont. An 
opportunit:.' was given to the Oppo ition 
to-rl11y to gmpplc ,,,·ith tlto vital questions 
affecting Australia. ,Just as those questions 
are being handletl ]n the BritiFh Parlia­
ment, so surely will they ha vc to be handled 
not onh: in the Fedcal Parliament but in 
all the .. Allstralian Stctte Parliaments before 
we get upon a proper busis. 

The question of the r?duction of wages has 
COITlO up in this diJCU:::;ion. rro li~ten to tho 
argun1ents advanced by hon. n1c1nbors oppo­
site, one would think that this State was 
the only State which is mffering a reduction 
in wages, hercas there have been reductions 
in every State in the Commonwealth, some 
of which are under La.bour Governn1ents. 
(Opposition interjections.) 

At 7 p.m., 

In accordance with SesLional Order, the 
House proceeded with Got·ernmcnt business. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

'\lr. BCTLER (Pnrt Curtis) [7 p.m.J: I 
desire to 1nako a person::d explanation. 

Th1r. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of tl.­
House that the hon. member be allmYcd to 
n:ake a personal explanation? 

HoNOURABLE MEoiBERS: Hear, heart 

Mr. BUTLER: :VIv attention hac been 
drLLwn to the "lia1~sard " report of an 
interjection attributed to me during the 
course of a S]Wcch of the hon. member for 
Kennccl;;- on Tuesday last. That interjection 
reads-

" The~- functioned the way John \Y ren 
'vantcd them." 

wish to deny most emphatically having 
made anv guch interjection. I did inter-
ject- • 

" Did you call for three cheers for 
John \Vren ?" 

It was the statement made by the hon. 
n10n1 h€'r for Brrmcr in the course of his pcr­
FDnal explanation this afternoon in reply to 
tlw hon. mcmb'-l' for Xundah that drew my 
atto1tion to the alleged interjection. 

E.LECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. X F. 
l\Iar;l'r<oarty. South Brisbane) [7.2]: I beg to 
:move-

" That the House will, at its nryt 
sitting. resolve it,_clf into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to provide 
for the reduction of the number of mem­
bers of the Legislative Assembly, and 
of the number of electoral distl'icts to 
sixtv-two; for the distribution of elec­
ton1l districts. and to make provision 
for the better reprcs0ntation of the people 
of t;'nccnsland in Parliament." 

Question put and passed. 

TOLLS 0.:-\ PRIVATELY CONSTRUCTED 
ROAD TRAFFIC FACILITIES BILL. 

SEcoxn Hr:Amxo-REsU~JPTIO::<: oF DEBATE. 

T1Ir. TED:>.L\"1 (Jlarce) [7.3]: Perhaps the 
bald title of this Bill may not convey to 
an hon. member the exact scope of the 
rncasure. I, at any rate, believe that the 
Bill goes further than is actually conveyed 
to one's mind by its title. I appro~ch the 
quc,_tion with a perfectly open mmd. I 
listmwd with some interest to tho second 
reading speech of the Secretary for Rail­
ways, upon which I wish t? congratulate 
him. He gave a most lucid explanahon 
of the measure; and I think he left no doubt 
in the minds of hon. members as to what it 
was intended to achieve. and the benefits 
that might accrue to Queensland by its 
passage. J'.Iy firm conviction is. tha: the 
Bill is most important, and one which snould 
undoubtedly be passed by this HoR'e. I 
am sure that much good will accrue to 
Qu'eensland from the passage of this very 
important measure. 

I listened to the speech delivered by the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. more with 
amusement than with interest. Ho said that 
the Government were going back to serfdom 

and to the dark ages by the introduction 
of this rncasuro, which, On thu contrary, is 
going to bestow undoubted benefits upon 
this State and particularly upon the unem­
ployed w~rkers, who ar,, badly in need of 
this aHistanco. I fail to sec how we can be 
charged with reverting to the dark ages. 
The thing that appeals to me above all others 
is the fact that the Dill introduced by the 
Secretary for Railways has been whole­
heartedly supported by every Government 
member "ho has spoken, and has been strenu­
uusly oppo'-ed by every speaker from the 
other side. I am compelled to ask myself 
this question: Is everything in the Bill good 
for one side of the House, and is everything 
in the Bill bad for the other side of the 
House, or is the Bill being supported merely 
uv ono side of the Hou' c because it has 
L~en introduced bv tho Government, and is 
it heillg opposed hy the Opposition because 
thev conceive it to be their duty to oppose 
c\·e!·ything introduced by this Gover!'ment, 
w hethcr it be good or bad? I have listened 
1o every speech delivered by hon. members 
on tho other side. If one reads the speeeh 
delivered by the Deputy Loader of the Oppo­
'ition, ther; ono is con~inced that he is not 
concerned in_ the slightest degree with what 
stands for the development, the progress, 
end the prosperity of Queensbnd. He is not 
eoncerncd to the slightest extent with any­
thing- that will benefit this State, or with 
an:vthing that will bring ahont an allevia­
t :on of the conditions of the unemployed. 
He is not concerned ono iobt as to whether 
the nncmplo:vcd will be placed in a position 
to ::'(;cure a rea~onab1n wngo. If ever a Bill 
merited the whok-heartecl support of the 
Opposition, it is this Bill, because it will 
pwvidc facilities for Queensland under safe­
guording- conditions which could not be 
achieved by any other means. 

'\Tr. PK\SE: It is a " go-getters' " Bill. 

:'vlr. TEDMAN: The hon. member for Her­
hcrt 1.-. morP roncornec1 with reading into 
the Dill phases that are not therein contained. 
and werp nev0r intended to be part of it 
then he is with the benefits that are likely 
to accru0 to the unemployed workers from 
it..::: passage. 

Th( hon. m0mbcr snenks nbout thP "f!O­
~-('th•r." It mi')"ht. be ·,veil jf 1\'0 {'onsidPrcd 
'.·hat. he means bv th11t t0rm. "Go-g-0ttoT~" 
roro '1:'0nf'ra11'"· ur1i!orstood as 1110;_1 ··vvho t>n­
d, nYour to f"~ll :-:hnr0s in nn· company abont 
to he floated, whether ,-·cod or bad. 

'\[r, l'OLLOCK: That is ono variet;;-. 

~ilr. TEDMAN: I quite admit that; but 
1 intend to deal with both varictic!S. Thoro 
,lJ'f~ two varieties of " go~gctterB." One 
Y.Iri<'ty has undoubtedly rendered valuable 
s0rvice. not only to this Sbte but to every 
State throughout Australia, and perhaps to 
ever': country. Although he may bo termed 
a " go-getter," he may still be coneoiontious 
in his efforts. He ma'· be a man who is 
:-d the task of raising ~apital for a genuine 
company. There are a number of companies 
in existence to-day-porhapo some of tho 
most prosperous and successful of companic• 
--whose promoters found it nccec,s'ary in the 
first instance to appoint someone to sell their 
..-hares and raise money. Those companies 
lwve not only been successful, but have 
found employment for hundred<, and pro­
bably thous'ands, of men. Take Mount Isa. 
'\Taunt Isa was placed on tho market, and 
its shares offered for sale. To-day it IS 

Mr. Tedman.] 
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looked Ltpon as one of the most succc ,ful 
companies. and one of the great0st hopes 
in Australia. The shares of Mount Isa 
wero offered for sale, just the same as the 
shares cf any other company. Any reason­
able-minded man must look upon Mount 
Isa as a company that is developing the' 
resource- of Queensland; and the wholl' 
of QucPnsland and Australia views with 
gr2at pride the success achieved by it. Let 
me go a little further. There are those 
who benefited in the firAt case by offering 
for sa le ";hares in Mount I sa ; and, ;,econdly, 
those who haYe succeed€-'d in selling those 
sbarc': but not one word of objection will 
be offprcd to those men for :<elling shares 
in Mount Isa. 

Mr. PK\SE: There is no anctlogy. 

Mr. TEDMAN : I want to show the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition that, if the resuH 
of the formation of the Mount Isa Companv 
had been different from what it was. then 
those ,-ho offered the shares for sale in the 
first iL,tance might be branded no<'> as 
" go-!<ctters " of the worst type. I adduce 
that argument just to show that, after 
all. an aclvantagc is taken of tho term " go­
getter '': but, if the man is successful in 
offering for sale any particular shares, and 
the company de,·olops and becomes a pros­
perou> concern, then he is not considered a 
"go-getter." If. on the other hand, the 
concern is a failure, he is branded as a 
"go-getter." The que'ltion of the "go­
getter " is only involved so far as any pro­
posals under this' measure may c')me up for 
consideration by the Governor ii, Council. 

This Bill has a definite object. It aims at 
providing opportunities to those who have 
capital, whether they be private individuals, 
firms, or companies, to invest that capital 
in concerns which may ]i)e offered to them 
by the Government or on which they may 
consider it wise to approach the Government. 
I take it that, were it not for the fact that 
certrtiJ: advances have been made to the Go­
vernment and that eertain proposals are in 
Yiew. this Bill might not have been intro­
duced; but I say unhesitatingly that the 
principle of the Bill is a good and sound 
onr. The prinei pie is in vogue in Queens­
land to-day, and has proved a great success 
in regard to certain facilities, including the 
main road over the Cairns Range. Probably 
the Dcputy Leader has, like m:;-self, travelled 
over that road; and I think he will agree 
with me that, were it a question of that road 
being; built under the toll system or of its not 
being; built at all, he would favour the con­
struction of the road. Does the hon. member 
agree with the construction of that road? 

Mr. PEASE: I don't agree with any " rake­
off" by a private concern. 

Mr. TEDYlAN: The Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition is afraid to say that he does not 
appr.we of that road, because he knows the 
undoubted benefit which it has conferred upon 
thosfl who arc resident inland from Cojrns. 
Undoubtedly that road has been a great boon 
to that district. 

Let us consider also the l'vfount T.a,mbourine 
road. which, with the Cairns road, is 
operated on the toll system', Those roads 
>vero constructed by the Government, and 
the Government are justified in imposing a 
toll on aecount of the special nature of the 
facilities provided. Those who know the 
state of the old road to Mount Tambourine 
can realise that the provision of that facility 
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by the Government has been a wonderful 
boon to motorists and other visitors to that 
district, and, under all the circumstances, the 
imposition of a toll is well .i llstified. 

I think I am right in saying that the only 
bridge in Queensland upon which a toll is 
being charged to~day is the Loganholnw 
bridge. It is a recognised fact that the 
greatest bugbear to the motorists of this 
city who desire to visit the South Coast 
towns was the tremendous wait imposed upon 
them at that ferry. Apart from the long 
and aggravating delay which occurred to 
motorists desiring to visit those coastal 
towns, they were asked to pay a toll over 
the ferry, just the same as they a_re aske::J 
to pay to-day without the inconvement wmt 
being imposed upon them. I want to develop 
my argument' in regard to the "rake off." 
•1hich was so masterfully handle l by the 
hon. member for Grego~y. He explained 
what it was. I think he thought he wa.; 
putting something oYer the Treasurer. 
because he imagined the Treast;rcr would 
not understand what he meant. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: He wanted to know what 
it meant. 

Mr. TEDMAN: Those of us who arc as 
enlightened as the hon. member for Gregory 
thoroughly understand what he meant by 
the " rake off." However, as he explained 
the position to us, there can be no doubt in 
the mind of anv man as to what he meant. 
The argument put forward by the hon. mem­
ber for Gregory-although I look upon him 
as one of the best debaters in this House­
was the most simple-minded argument eyer 
placed before this Parliament. He visualised 
a very rich rural area to which a road may 
bG built · and he visualised the Government 
being sir;.,ple enough to allow a certain rlaso 
of individual, whom he termed the "go­
«etter " to proceed to that district, buy up 
the whole of the land, obtain the righi: from 
the Government to construct a road, and 
then mulct the poor, unfortunate individuals 
who wont to that district as land settlers. 
That is a complete misconception of the 
provisions of this Bill. It is not pretended 
for a moment that, by the introduction of 
this Bill, all roads and bridges required in 
the future will be built under the toll system. 
It is only because of the simple-mindedness 
of the Opposition that such a constructiOn 
could possibly be placed upon the matter. 

Mr. POLLOCK: How much would land 
yalues be enhanced by the construction of 
the Kangaroo Point bridge? 

Mr. TEDMAN: We have our local autho­
rities, and we have a Main Roads Commis­
sion. which will construct all necessary roads 
in the future, as they haYo in the past. But 
there are facilities which come up for con­
sideration that no Main Roads Commission 
-which rnCans the Government-and no 
local authority-which, in the _case ~f Bris­
bane, means the City CounCI!-belrcve It 
would be right to construct simply because 
they feel they arc not justified in cxp'!ndrng 
the capital involved in the constru~twn of 
euch facilitie~. I want to emphasise this 
fact: That before construction right in any 
facility-whether it be a road, viaduct, 
tunnel, or bridge-will be offered to any 
company, whether by advertisement or by 
private negotiations, I hope the OPJ?~rtumty 
to construct and maintain that faCJhty will 
first be offered to the local authorit-y in the 
area. 
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'l'herr is nothing in the law of this land 
io-dav which would prevent the City Council 
from imposing a toll, if it thought frt to do 
so, upon the bridge which is being con­
structc·l from North Brisbane to Grey street, 
on the south side. I take it that there is no 
proYision in the Bill which would prevent 
that. 

There arc certain public facilities in con­
tcmvlalion io-day, amongst which I might 
mcntiou the proposed bridge across the river 
at Indooroopilly. There is also a proposal 
to construct a viaduct from Sandgate across 
to Clontar; or vVoody Point. Another bridge 
has been suggested at Lota, and, in order 
to satisfy the hon. member for Gregory, last 
but not least, a bridge to connect North 
Brisbane ••:ith Kangaroo Poi,nt. 

2\Ir. POLLOCK: .\re you in favour of that? 

::\h. TEDMA?'-J: Perhaps in the minds of 
the Opposition a man is not permitted to 
ha1·e all iudependent view in this Chamber, 
or to Yinv the matter from the point of view 
of the m·ogTess and devclonment of this 
country.- }\fcrely Lecrtuse I happen to repre­
Bcnt that side of the river which would 
undoubtedly benefit by the construction of 
a bridp:c from the north to the south side 
at Kan;mroo Point, it is implied that I 
support this Bill for that reason. Perhaps 
there is a good deal of difference between 
the hem. member for Brisbane and nw:elf. 
I an1 ~upporting ihis n1easure

1 
"\vhich ~pro­

Yidec for imposing tolls upon bridges in 
places Y lwrc they could not otherwise be 
constructed bv the Government or the local 
authoritv con.cerncd on account of financial 
RtringLnC·v. ann allovdng them to be· con­
structed by priYate entPrprise. which, having 
inYr·stPd c1pital. sbould ha""~,'P the right 
to rcrPl\TP a certain remuneration therefor. 
The noint in ,,-hich I differ from the hon. 
mcmlirr for Brisbrme is that I am prepared 
to support this measure solely on its merits. 

:\fr. KmWA:OZ: And I oppose it on its 
dPn1c·rit~. 

:\Ir. TED:\1AN: The hon. member for 
Brisbane did not oppose the Bill on its 
d0n10rits. but pure1\ and sin1nly bcf'ause 
his porty had clf'rid~rl ae a party· to oppose 

Ev<'n hon. nwmbcr in th" House last 
fnJly 1'0C0g' \j,;;Pcl th8t i1H• hon. ll1"1Tlh('1' 

\rns 1lfraid to say thnt he opposed the con­
strndion of a bridge from North Brisbane 
to Kan,raroo Point. 

~.Ir. }~.:n~V·lAN: You read "IIansard." I 
said that am- agreement should be approved 
of by Parli~n,~nt. 

'vlr. 1'EDNIA:'i' : Tlw hon. mcmbCJ" for 
Brisbap., is not prcprtred to say that he is 
not or po·.e~l to lho concctruction of a bridge 
con nee iup; ::"Jorth Bri,bane \Yith South Bris­
b ne. 'nd that a toll may he imposed on it. 
He sh1~fnd with the que :lion, and tried to 
cyade It--

!;Ir. KmwAN: I am ncycr a shuffier. 

:\Ir. TEDMA::'\1: "'l.nd said that a special 
Act >£ P·:rliamcnt should be introduced to 
construct bric~ge fro1n North Brisbane to 
Sou~h Brisbane. 

:\Ir. KmwAN: I srtid that any agreement 
should be approved of by Act o£ Parliament. 

Mr. TEDMAN : The hon. member said 
that a special Act of Parliament should be 
introduced to construct a bridge from North 
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Brisbane to Kangaroo Point, and then he 
\muld agree with the Bill. 

Mr. KmwA:-1: I did not say that. I said 
that Parliament should have to approve of 
evPry agreen1cnt. 

Mr. TEDMAN: The hon. member for 
vYarrego said that he believed in the imposi­
tion of a toll on any road of which tourists 
take advantage. 

Mr. Km wAN: You said you would cross 
the floor of the House if the railwaymen's 
\Yages vYero rLduced. 

Mr. TEDl'vL\K: I would not shufll.o like 
the hon. member did last night on this Bill. 

JHr. Kt"WA:'f: l never ,hufficd. 

?iir. TEDMA~: I think the must futile 
argun1cnt ever advanced in this House was 
that adv:ll cod by th: Deputy Lead.•r of tho 
(ippositiou, \Vhcn he c. id that the method of 
taxation by toll would not be equitable, 
L(:·cau ., .' f.o rich n1an oultl OHl) bo eharg~Jd 
tlu~ sanH- a_, the poo.r nwn \Yho cro::-" eel n toll 
bridge. 

'l'he Opposition are bancn of argument; 
110 more ]lLlllY dfort was ever put up in this 
House than that. which has been made by 
them again; t this Bill. A toll is merely a 
pavn1ent· for a · c1·vice rendered or a benefit 
('OJ1ferrod. If a bridge is c•mstructed from 
:\orth Brisbane to South Brisbane and it 
rcots with the people as to whether they usG 
it. Yictoria Lridge, or the Grey Street bridge, 
Y:hat hann is done? If a. company is pre~ 
pared to spend £1,500,000 in constructing 
that bridge and to take the risk whether 
people will prefer to pay a toll to use it 
rather than tral'el Ol'er either of the other 
brid•rc", that company is deserving of every 
credit aud support. If I know anything 
rtbout the particular· district concerned, then 
a. reasonable t·Jll can be placed on such a 
b• idge, \l'hich at the same time will mean a 
definite saying to those who will use it. 
Take, for instance, people travelling from 
Ascot, Kcdron, or other suburban areas in 
that section of the citv to the South Coast 
on Sundays or holida}~· Take, for jnstance, 
an:·one who wish<' to traYel from that part 
of th,, <.:ty to any of the eastern suburbs such 
as ~\lorHingsidc, Coorparoo, or Greenslopcs. 
There is at once a po."ihle saving of 2 miles, 
wear and tear, petrol con,umption, and time; 
tmd I take it tlcat a.m- man "ith an otom 
of wisdom would pa) his toll in order to 
g·ain thc,'·2 advantages rather than travel the 
longer distance round. 1._,hereiu lie . ., the 
whole basis of the argument in fa' our of toll 
bridge,; or roadways. If a benefit may be 
conferred upon individuals, upon whom it 
js not comr1nlsory to use such a fa-cility, then 
under no cmr ideration can there bo any 
objccti~'n; and th0 1n~u1 who ri6k.: his money 
in providing that facilit;- is entitled to a 
certain benefit from: the investment. 

Another asJJect of the matter which rather 
clcfr ~.t.s the o1~jcctionr: of hon. rnen1bcrs oppo­
sit~ h:s to do with the provision of employ­
nH'nt v hi eh the con: irnction of such facili­
tiu will prol'ide. The hon. member for 
'>Icrthyr elaborated this point hst night, and 
sc.id that somewhere about 700 men would 
got \\Ork on the construction of a bridge 
a,rc'S the river from North Brisbane to 
South Brisbane. The question has been 
rai ed \\'h8lher any advanta.ge will bo given 
io tho'e constructing such a bridge in regard 
to the wage .. they pay their men; and it has 
boon definitclv stated bv the ::V1inistcr in 
charge of the Bill that the rate of wage, laid 
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down in Industrial Court awanb will be 
strictly adhered to. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. TEDMAI\: I want to emphasise the 
fact that, although tolls on privately con­
structed bridges and roads are new to Queens­
land they arc not new elee,,-lierc. I have 
seen' every facility where the toll system is 
already in operation in Queeneland; and i.hio 
Bill mcrelv gives the Governmc nt the right 
to ne: 0ti~!e with priYate inclividuah by 
ad-,rr-l'tJsemcnt or otherwise for the proYisiun 
of similar facilities. 

H.evcrting to the suggestio" of the hon. 
n1cm bcr for G rcgor) that certain advantages 
might be taken Ly such pcople~a thing he 
lJrPtC'nds to kr:.,OIY son1ething a 11out-I 1.vould 
point out that the Bill is most cinefully 
framed to prevent an;·thing of the sort 
happening. 

1£yery precaution has been t:1kcn in th~: 
Bill to s.deguard the intc·rcsb of the public. 
Tenders mav be called or priYatc Yll'gotia­
tions mal bv2 cntE'rr>d into for the construc­
tion of ~a road, bridge, or other traff-ic 
facili(>. The Mini,tcr. in coc,junction with 
1 he Con1n1i:-:~ion0r of ~lain Road~. can enter 
into thc•-c negotiations. 

:\Ir. PGL!.OCK: \Yhat clan pruYid< ; for 
the calling of tenders? 

::\lr. TED?.IA::\: I am not going to be side­
traclwcl by the hon. member for Gregory. 
EYery pruantion has been takCil in the Bill 
to s1 feguard th' interest• of the public. 

~Ir. Pou,ocK: 1.-.-ou said that tcnder.s woul~_l 
be called. 

~\h. TED')L\X: Certainh- theY will. Tic ad 
tbe Bill. · · 

::\Ir. PoLLOCK: 'TheT~ i::; no such proYision 
i·r the Bill. 

~fr. TEDli.IA::\: Every prf'C_Lution bas 
b0e•n tain•11 to safeguard the interests of the 
Gov0rnr::wnt, the loral authority, and the 
public. 

~"Ir. PE.\SE: That i; not so. 

Mr. TED::\lAN: Xo 'York can proceed 
l_t_ ,less Ul1d until 311 )lTC0lll('.llt is a"'!'iYCd at. 

:VIr. PoLr.OCK: The Minister can enter into 
an a~ rccrnent 1vithout calling tenders t all. 

J\Ir. TEDJ\IAX: Y cs: U1c Mi11ietcr mar 
(lltcr into priYato negotiations. ~ 

::}1r. Pou OCI\: lie need not advertise. 

:'tir. TED~.IA::\: That is what I am telling 
the hon. member; but, wh..'n I am able to 
tdl hjrrl ~orrwthing that hr does not know, 
he replies that I haYe not r ad the Bill. 
It is not nccc' 'arv for the J'vlin ister to adver­
tise a given pro]cct; but he has po\vt:r to 
ach·crtisc if ho so c!HirPs. I stated that 
cverv Dn •. cution would be: taken to safe­
gua{cl the inLrcsts of the public in tllc con­
struction of these facilii.ic.. antl i11 the 
resumption of private property. The 
1\linistor mav even go so far as to sav that 
i;;sunlcient p;·ivatc propcr(c- has hcc:1 re ;,umcd 
for the traffic facility. 'The quec.tion of a 
franchiso, its duration, and the toll to be 
charged are all matters for negotiation 
between the Government ancl the contr::ct­
ing party. The work must he carried out 
to the satisfaction of the Commi•sioner of 
::\lain RoaclR, acting for and on behalf of 
i.ho Government. No shoddv work will be 
permitted. The contracting. party will be 
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at liberty to leYy tolls during the period of 
the franchi .. c, and, having exercised its 
rights for the duration of the fran,·hisc, the 
matter will come up for consideration by 
the Governn1ent again. The Goyern1ncnt 
h2ve the right to resume facilities so pro­
vided. ThPrc is a provision in the Bill 
to the effect that the facility shall revert to 
the Crown hue of cost. There are between 
200 and 3()0 bridges in the 'Cnitcd States of 
Aberica and in other parts of the \\·orld 
construdecl under the toll system; and in 
the rnajority of cas0s tho-:c facilities-eras-> 
r1scr farilities in particular-have reverted 
to ihe lDcrJ authorirv free of co,t. If •,,, 
could securt.: an exprCssion of opinion from 
the pPople so Lonccrnccl in other countries, 
I bc!ioYe the' . would sav that those who 
con tructPd the~c facilities awl conclncted 
th<•m for a certain period pro.-idod facilities 
··,hich they were not prc·parcd to provide 
at the tinw; and, therefore, had their 
greatest blessing, because. after prm·icling 
the facility and carrying it on for u certain 
time, they bcnded it over to the local 
authoritv concerned free of cost. That fact 
in itsPlf would earn for these people a 
perpetual hlc•-sing from those boncfitc>cl. 

1\lr. STOPFORD (lfonnt Mm·ucw) [7.40]: 
The hon. m em bor who has jmt resumed 
11is scat ha-, cvidentlv not rpad, or e1~e h~ 
has mi rPad, the Diil. because he mrrd0 a 
fatal mi>hko when he !-aid that it proYidc .l 
for temlc-r' Lcing called for these facilities. 

The TRE.~Srlu:~..,: lie dehn.::rcd a rnc·;t t~x­
Cl"ll0nt splt:·ch. 

Jl.lr. STOPFOHD : From i.he poiEt of YiL .' 
o[ the Go\·crnlncnt, and from the point of 
vje· of ".;:.ro-gPttcr~," ye--

~_;,., FnY: The speech will make a few 
hundred votes fo1· Tf'dman at the next clcc-
tjon. (Interjections'.) 

JI.Ir. SPEAKER: Order! Order! 

:\1r. STOPFOllD: 'I think that the oppo­
Jccnt of !he hon. member for ::\larcc at the 
next election will be able to "pare him those 
200 Yote3. I di tinc7ly sa~· that, if the hon. 
nH wher "late-. that this Bill contains il 

pro·.-i·1on for the calling of tcndcrs in con­
nection with any project it seeks to deal 
' ith. then lw has ,,ot n tcl the Bill. 

::Ur. TED).JAX: Yon are \vrong. I hav0 
n ad it frorn coYcr to coYer. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I '"l' the hon. member 
to tell me in what clrruse that provision is 
co:Jtaincd. IIe cannot do f'O. There is' no 
qnc,tion of tendering for thcec facilitic . 
lf t11era v. as proyision for the callmg of 
tcndc>r:::, tllC'-'8 rnight be son1cthjy1g to justif~,­
the Bill. 'rho Bill, in the main, xnakcs pro­
vision for inYiting propositions. 

Dr. K~RWIX: \','hat is that l·ut a form of 
tendering? 

1\Ir. STOPFOTID: Tlw J\finHc·r may ad­
wrtisc for those propositions: hut all !he 
Bill proYides for is' that the Commission<!r 
c [ ~J u,in l-toads rnust rccei1 "~ those pro­
rositions. 

l\lr. TED}J \N: Rc,.ld clause 4 to the Hou·,P. 
You won't do that. 

Mr. SPK:.KER : Order ! IV e arc not 
disclv ing th~ clauscc, of the Bill. 

Mr. TEDil!.\:-1: I am very sorry, l\1r. 
Speaker, that the hon. member is not per­
mitted to read the cl a use. 
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1\lr. STOPFORD: I am not going to break 
the Sunding Orders; but I will say that anv 
hon. mcmhN who reads' clause 4 will road 
that the Cornmi:-::sioncr n1ay advertise. 

::>.1r. TED''AN: That is just what I sad. 

STOPFORD: That is not calling for 
tenders. That is all this Bill proposes. 
I read it very carefully, and. as a result, 
t bis Ride is going to rnovc an amcndrr1ent. 
Thi~ elausc is nicrely arr invita.tion for pro­
po·als. 

1\Ir. PoLLOCK: l-Icar, hear! Proposals ar~ 
not tender::::. 

Yfr. STO PFORD: The hon. member for 
Hare,, doe"; not know the Bill. The :'.Iinister 
can dc"1 with \hat phase, if I am wrong. 
Under thi•• Bill a certain facility, such as 
the Kangaroo Point bridge, in ·,vhich tho 
hon. rnomhcr for l\Iarec is natural!:· in­
terest.:<~. can be built under the toll system. 
;\ < J,;l:·,any like Public DeYe1opn1ents 
T_imitcd, with a capital of £76, might make 
n fhOpo,,ll, and be granted " franchise to 

'llstrnct th~t brdgc. It will then h"''"k 
the propo:--:irion around, r.nd n1ight succcPd 
in getting th, men who built the :\orth 
Shore bridge in S:vdncy to construct it. r Iy 
,,Jint is thJt tenders arc not called. That 
n o:1e of our objections to the Bill. After 
the proy 'lSals of the promoters are submitted 
lo the Commissioner of :M a in Roads, he: 
>tm]i, them; and,, if he ar;rce' to them. 
J!x,' a toll which tlw local- ;1uthoritv :lnd 
t lw p .:p1e will haYc to pay. The. local 
cwthorit- nnd people haYo no s:'v in the 
a:mount of th:tt tolL It is absolntdv r 1·ong 
to sav tbat the Cn'11n1i,,' loner of 2\Ial;1 Heads 
n1ay ·accPpt a tender. If the =\Iinlster dt "1rt>s 

J mend the Dill in the dirProtion indi< 1t0d, 
~Yi11 g-in) him an opportunity to do so 

Co Jtn'iitu'. 

T~1c TR-:\SLRLH: ·You are very gencrou~. 

:\fr. STOPFORD: I hope the GoY"rnment 
\\ill be generous enough to accept it. "einr.; 
th:tt or:c of their n1cn1hEr·, had p\·-1 ~-cd the• 
Governrr-::'nt that a certain provi;_,;on }p. ia 
thr Bill. The Bill will invite propositions. 
It ma,. be that Bill Brown will undertake 
to build a certain facilitv in a certain dis­
triLt. He "-ill submit a_ propc··al, anrl, if 
the Cor'1missioncr of T1Iain Hoarls accqots 
Bil1 Bt·o\Yll

1
S proposaL there will be no sub­

rnir,•ion to Bnybody else. Let the GoYcrn­
mcnt shrnv th, ir faith in the contract cntcm. 
and proYidc that, before any proposal is 
acc0ntccL tender~ \Yill bo called for the 
:orl~. According to the hon. nJcrnbcr for 

:'Iarcc. that is what is intended; but, as I 
rcarl the Bill, it is not so: and that is on8 
of the objections to the Bill. HoweYcr, I 
do not wish to be led off the track. \V e 
shall hBv,_ an opportunity of testing the 
',inc•crity of the Governm~nt as regards 
clause 4 when the Committee stage is 
rc.rchcd. 

1\ir. TEmrA:o.; : What is the difference 
between a proposal and a tender? 

~L-. STOl'FOHD: All we ask is that, 
"h: 1 a proposal is submitted to th" Com­
missicner of ~.lain Roads, he shall not ,o;iYe 
a'.T .. v a pq_blic right without giving ofher 
people an opportunity to submit proposals. 
In the co:1strurtion of the I(£nga' oo Point 
bridg(\ involving a cust of millions of 
poun.Jq, there may be a difference of £200,000 
betwcl'll tenders. \Yhv should we los~ the 
opportunity of gcttin~ the work done at 

the lower price, particularly a' the people 
who trav<'l over that bridge will have to. 
pay eventually? 

Mr. NnniO: Of course. there is such a 
~reat number of people waiting to put 
money into these things. 

J\fr. STOPFORD: I aclvi;e the hon: mem­
b.T to stick to the Indooroopilly bridge 
project. The hon. member for JV1aree was 
most unfortunate in the argurnPnt3 which 
he adYanced concerning the faciliti< which 
arc now operating under the toll system. 

The hon. member rcfcned to the Cairns 
Range road. That is a national highway, 
and has not been given away to a private 
company. \\ hile we may oppose tolls in 
principle. they are less objectionable to us 
if the State does not giYc to private people 
the right to exact taxation from individuals. 
One of the worst features in this Bill is 
that the Government propose to create a 
new authority which will be in direct con­
flict wilC! the local authoritv. Further, they 
c eate a new taxing authority, and give that 
<~uthorit ~,- opportunitiPs of h_:yying on tho 
public whether they u.e the facility in the 
course of their legitimate dutieo or as 
tourists. 

The hon. member for l\laree also men­
tioned the Mount Tambourine road. If 
Pvcr there vas a tragedy in the local autho­
rity histm:,- of tl1is State, that tragedy is 
the Mount Tambourine roa:!. The :Mount 
Tambcurinc road was built partly under the 
system of a benefited area and partly under 
rho svstem of a toll. I\o doubt. hon. mem­
bers ~,-ill be, surpris<,.d to kmw that the cost 
of the road to l\1o,cnt Tambourine wa' 
~rcatPr than the whole of the rateable value 
,,f the arc,, scn-ed by tl1'' road. Hon. rnPm­
bers ,,-ill be surprised lo know tb at the 
general rate is 5d. in the £1, ;m,{ tlwt the 
'1to in the bcncfit0d area son-r?d bv the road 
is ls. 7d. in the £L · 

A GOYI:Il:'>;:\!E:>iT J\iE11IBER: Your Govcr:~­
mc::t built that road. 

J\Ir, STUPFORD: It doe,, not matt<'r who 
Luilt. the road. That tragt~dy was enacted 
,,,ill1!11,V bf'cln::;:e the late Gov0rnmcnt, or tlF~ 
nrc~,·-'llt Govc·rnrncnt, or \Yhoevcr built r;18 
l·oad, initiat.t~d a s~:st:~Jn that the Government 
int:?- cl to perpctm!tc undet· this Dill; that is, 
tl1;,;y a.rc gi ;·ing the Con1rnissioncr of 1\Tain 
Hoac1 < power to g-ra;;t a franchiee. Dnt, 
wh:lc vve ac; a Governn1Pnt did the work, in 
tllic, Bill the present GDvernment are going 
to give to private imliviductls tlP right to 
make these road8. 1\f:v rc.1~on for agreeing to 
the construction of the Mount Tambourine 
road vas that the Government of tlJC day 
were ~uicled l<y the Commif"ioncr of Main 
Roads. who laid dov:n a road that cost more 
than the rateable vctlue of the localitv which 
it is supposed to serve. \Yhat was" it? A 
tourist road. The tourist would [> ty a toll if 
they used it; and, if they did not use it, it 
,,-ould impose a perpetual burden on the local 
re,ident. :'\ow the tourists have locked up 
tl-wi r rnot 1r cars, and the.\ cannot afford to 
use the road. My point is that this Bill is a 
menace to CYery primary producer in the 
St te. If you are going to give the right to 
tho Commissioner of Main Roads or eome 
bo<Hd-if you appoint a board. it will, as 
Mr. J\TcGill said. be like a hand coming out 
of the shadow. looking for more power. If 
they get that power, what are they going to 
do? Duild first class roads? Take the Red­
land Bay district. The Redland Bay district 

Jlr, Stopford.] 
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is a place where a lot of primary producers 
are growing fruit. They want a road, but 
they do not wa·1t a fir·t-class road such as 
Mount Tambourine l1as got. If they got a 
road like that, it will be a yoke round their 
necks for the rest of their lives. Sa·.· some 
·' g-J-gettc·r " goes to the district, and thinks 
it is a gr, at place to build a road. He is 
only rtfter the tourist traffic, and he builds a 
road out of all proportion to the cost of a 
roa,d suitable to the residents producing fruit 
in that clistrid, and a toll is put on. 

C\Ir. Nnmo: The Minister will decide. 

~Ir. STOPFORD: A Minister has a ter­
rible lot of work to do, and he has to be 
guided by his officers in matters of detail. 
However, sa;· this road is built, and then a 
11cw resort springs llp, and the tourist traffic 
cease;, It does not matter to the private 
individnal who built the road where the 
revenue comes from-whether from the State 
or from the local authority-but the primary 
produc0rs will be left in the mud. I am 
tryinf( io show how the nrimary producer 
will bo affected under this Bill. It will be 
possible under the Bill to build in primary 
producing districts purely tonrist roads that 
the people do not want. Fircit-class roads 
shonld be built only to mod the wishes of 
ti1o:;o \vho \Yant to dfvclop u place a:-; a 
tom·iot resort. I >Yould sugg·<"•t tha.t the Go­
vcnnnent ··hould indude in the Bill a similar 
provision to that which I put into the " The 
City of Brisbane Act of 1924,'' to the effect 
tlwr in all districts where primary produc­
tion is carried 011 and a tourist road is built 
a di!Ierential toll sh~ll he lcvic•d io help the 
primary producer. In that Act the Labour 
Go\'Crnn1ent laid do\vn ihe principle, so far 
a.s primary producers were concernF·d, that 
a differential rate would operate for those 
who held land within tbe area that v.·as used 
for productive purposes. 

TL' SECHETAr'y FOR LABO.CR A:\D JxDL"STHY: 
\Ye moYcd tiwt an18nc~n1ent. 

:\lr. STOPF(JR]): The Lon. merr:bor did 
nothing of the sort~hc kno1.vs ho never 1noved 
th,tt amendment. I put it in the measure. 

TL- R~i'RCT.'<HY FOR LABOT:R A~D lNDliiTRY: 
\\"e ;:no\·cd an an1endment. 

:Hr. STOPFORD: I think the hon. member 
saw thu.t the Ci t,- Council had been called on 
!o give -r:fiort to the section after it ,,·as put 
IiL 

The L0';'anholme bridge has also bPen 
q•wted as one of the toll bridges that have 
he, n succe-~ -:ful in r;ur,Jnsland. I an1 sorry 
the :Minister in charge of the Bill is not here 
-perhaps he has been unfortunately called 
a v ay on a dr-pu'ation. If he was here, I 
know he '"ould agree with me in this. He 
lmm\.3 tha1 the Log,mllnlme bridge i•·. paying 
so handsomely that it is e'itimated that the 
tolb >vill pay for tlw bridge in thrPe years. 
The C'ormnis.ionor of .M&in Roads, who has 
<'Ontrol of these thinge, fixed the upset price 
fJr the lea·.e of tl1at bridge "t about £2,000, 

1-el the man who •,y··s running· the furry ··rent 
up to £11,000. The Treasurer then stopped 
i;• r nd :::~Lid, "Let us look at your pa -,g 

hook,'' and the man went out of the 
busincs-:. I know th-~t tbo Ivlinister eRtirnate:S 
that. >:ith th,, rev0nue frcrn the tolls 
on that bt·id!--c. will be olea.r in thre-e 

and he boasts of that and thinks it 
J a \V011d0rful acl1ieverncnt. It is dl~graccful 

for any Gm·crnment to say that an asset 
• .. hich will be valuable for flfty years chould 
bc o llowod to liquida,te itself in three years. 

[,llr. Stopford. 

It shows that a burden of an unjust cha1acter 
is being placed on the present users of the 
bridge. If the statemeut of the Minister is 
correct !hat the bri<ke will clec,r itself after 
three yo,trs of tolls-, the only reasonable 
thing for the Government to do is to reduce 
the toll. 

Anybody who understands local authority 
fmance understands that the cost of an asset 
rnu,;t be spread evenly over the users of that 
a,;o;Pt. The weakness of this measure lies 
in its neglect of that principle. If there is 
anything in local government law for which 
the people oug·ht to be thankful, it is that 
it embodies the principle of taxation on 
unimproved values rathe1· than on annual 
values, as was the case at one time. Every 
reasonable man recognises that the publicly 
ere .t!ed Yalue of land should contribute in 
so ,e measure to the cost of a given utility, 
and the Local Authorities Acts make provi­
sion accordingly. Under this Bill, however. 
a n1an in l\!lelbourno rr1ay O"\Vll a largo are;" 
of land in the neighbourhood of a facility 
which is to be coJ"tructed under the toll 
system. Under the existing scheme of local 
authority taxation he pays his just quota 
for whatever improvement may be made 
in land values on his unoccupied land. Under 
this proposal he >vill pay none. When a toll 
facilitv has increased the value of his land 
to ~n· extent >vhich iustifies such a course, 
he subdivides the land, and the users of the 
bridge or road pay a double tax, both on 
the land the,· acquire from him at the figure 
placed on it by him, and by means of the 
toll. That is ahsurd, and ,..,ill not stand 
inYt'"tigation. 

Apart from that the Government are 
giving bca,l authorities no opportunity what­
OYer under this Bill. I suggest that the 
GoYcrnment. shonld alter the Bill to proYide 
tho t. before rmy traffic facility is constructed, 
which woulcl involve the local authoritv 
afl>cbed in anv direct or indirect expendi· 
ture later on. 'a vote of the people shall be 
token "ith the full facts before them. 

Dr. KERWJ~: Are you in fayonr of the 
Bill' 

:\Ir. STOPFORD : I am trying to explain 
1:) thr: hon. n1rmb0r'.:; {lull "nu:,'' '" 1 ,ru­
vision which will make it lesJ obnoxious. I 
objr d to a loll. I do not want to go back 
lLJ vr~ 1 rs. I want to trv to educate the 
CoYc.rurrwut-at anv rate,~ to protect them 
ft'(JJll thc::.Jl,.,P]Yf':'. ·1 do r:1t b('lic·. f' lt: 
'' Go-getter:,' Paradise Bill "-and that ic· 
what this i -. Evt'ry "go-getter" in the 
( oanti'y could get rich in a vvcE~k under this 
rnc,_lstu·e. Suppo-2. for the sake of al'gument. 
that. a projc· "t is in the air to-day,_ such :,s 
1ht• Bchuo-:1i race( p;r L'---I do not think th_, 
T: r·.tsnrer has anything to do with it, hut 
the SPcr0tary for Railv·ays might have. Sup­
pv.e a now, and, of course, bona fide racing 
dub comes into existpnc·c and decides that 
lt \Yil1 sc0k a franchi~e for :1 roa,d facilit.v 
1o g-iye acc•·s to thP cour:e. The people of 
Jlclmont v·ould be onite content with a, third­
d: ' road. The,. -do not want a glass-top 
rodd. -

The TnEAST:RER : The hon. member knows 
that they already have a first-class road. 

;.Ir. STOPFOTID: I know thz·t they were 
willing to sell the tramway con-.tr•ccted by 
t}u1 GoYPJ'nmrnt of y,•hirh the Treasurer 'vas 
a member. and thcv were unable to get a 
buvcr. If the raCecourse i0 constructed. 
tl~r~n it v;ill be necc~~sary to convoy patrons 
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to the course as speedily as pos,iblc. and a 
road will have to be built. Every race goer 
·c·ho buys a ticket will have to pay so much 
in the £1 in addition. plus tax. Ever:­
uscr of the road in the Belmont diotrict will 
have to contribut't' the same amount, 
.tlthough quite a number will receive no 
l>cnofit by it. Anything can happen under 
:his Bill. It is a perpduation of one of the 
greatest eYils jmag·inable. Letters have been 
written to the press opposing this syst<'l11, 
and loading articles have been written, too. 

I do not wish to allow this opportunity to 
pass without protesting again against the 
growing evil of dclegaring the pmver of this 
Parliament to the Executive Council. Any 
hc•1. member who rcaas the measure will 
find on almost CYery page and in ahnost 
' very c:auso the delegation of power to tlo.e 
Gover:wr in Council. \Y c knov.· that m::lcr 
the Income (Cnemploymcnt Relief) Tax c\ct 
the Governrncnt h.tYE.~ power to arnond tbo 
Act without 1 ference to Parliament. That 
power was a vailcd of recently by the GoYern­
ment. Not only did they amend the pro­
visions of that Act, but they imposed fr0sh 
t:txation. \Ye also know that the Soci'eiary 
for Labour and Industry, with his new 
Bureau of Economics and Statistics, made a 
mess of the Industrial Conciliation and c\l'i:Ji­
nation Act. When the Government went to 
the court, they found that they could not 
obtain what they we"nted, and, with one 
sweep of the pen, the ExecutiYc Council 
ahered the law without consulting Parlia­
ment. Nearly c,·ery second line of this Bill 
has reference to the power of the GoYcrnor 
in Council, which is unlimited. I feel that, 
if Parliament passed clause 32 of the Bill, 
w,• could dispenco with the rc,t of the Bill 
altogether. Clause 32 lays down the things 
that may be done by regulation. It pl·o­
Yides-

" rrhe Governor in Council 1nay n1akc 
by-laws"--

~r. SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. STOPFORD: I regret that I am not 
allowed to quote a clam ' -during the second 
reading stage. That clnuso give::; extensiYe 
power to the Governor in Council. That 
bad practice is not peculiar to this Govern­
ment; but it has grown up in roc0nt years, 
and it is a practice that is showing its evil 
effects to-day. I do not think the pro.-ious 
Government ever amended an Act of Parlia­
ment by Order in Council; but I do know 
rhat the present Government amended the 
Inc,Jme (Unemployment Relief) Tax Act, and 
imposed fresh taxation by Order in Council, 
and that they amended the Industrial Con­
ciliation and Arbitration Act by Order in 
Council. Clause 32 of this Bill empowers the 
Governor in Council to make regulations for 
everything prescribed in the Bill, and for 
everything that the Government may have 
forgotten to prescribe in the Bill. Cnder 
C\ cry other measure the regnlatioas so made 
must lie on the table of the House for a 
certain number of days while the House is 
sitting; but under thi,; Bill the regulations 
become part of the measure itself, and have 
the force of law immediately they are made 
and gazetted. 

Mr. KIRWAX: They cannot be challenged 
in any way whatooever. 

::i1r. STOPFORD: If this practice 1s 
allo'.\ ed to grow, then sooner or later it 
will affect the Government just as it hits 

us to-day. VVe, ;J,S members of Parlian1ent 7 

arc hold responsible to the people we repre­
sent. V\'hat is the Governor in Council? The 
Governor in Council ic' the Cabinet. V cry 
often the Cabinet i.s not unanimous. A 
Cabinet of ten may be divided six for and 
four against. The majority of the Cabinet 
will have power to amend an Act on which 
their own Cabinet is not unanimous. ·what 
is that rroing to le~td to? A strong Premier 
with a pliable Cabinet, and probably a tl-ong 
party, will he ~tblo to frame by-laws giving 
him po'.Yer to do what he likes in recess 
without the repn sentatives of tho people 
m.1ki11'r a word of protest or having the right 
to protest. Ev0rv member of this House 
owes " dutv to the dE>mocracv of this State 
to pm\'tmt 

0 

the Governnw11t 'of Queensland 
becoming a bure:tucracy. It is due to hon. 
n1cmbcrs even now, althouRh t.he~T 1nay agrc0 
that a danger exists in this Bill. to realise 
t!Hrt tlw.v haY<' a dntv to tllf' public to pr~­
scrve the traditions of representative govern­
ment by proYenting any cncroa .. chment on the 
privileges of the people cr•.eping into any 
Bill that is introduced. 

Look at some of the clau,es in this Bill! 
Some of thmn run into pages. \Ye may be 
tnld that the powers to lJc f!ranted to the 
Govf-"enor in Council merely relate to 
machinery provisions, bnt the last paragraph 
of clamc 32 is like the sting of the death­
addcr-i ts stinb is in the tail. It is a farce 
for us to discuss the mt a sure or even move 
amendments. I suggest on amendment that 
all work undertaken under this Bill shall be 
undertaken by la hour paid under the indn-­
trial awards of this State. \V c would bo 
only laughing at onrselYcs to give the 
Go.-ernor in Council these powers, because 
under the provi .. ions of that clause by-laws 
under this Bill will be submitted to a 
Cabinet nlE'cting held at half-past 12 o'clock 
and termirmtir~g at 1 o'clock. and the 
Governor will then sig·n all th.~ 1ninutes. 
The heacli< of yarious ~ dcnartments submit 
formal matters to their- colleagues at a 
Cabinet meeting, and the mc"clb0rs of the 
Cabinet agree to and sign them. The Minis­
ter mav hold back bv-law that he thinks 
not important enough to submit to his fellow 
l\Iinisters. By :l!lowing the Executive Coun­
cil to take unto itself powers that the Con­
stitution ncv_'l' intended them to have. we 
arc getting a\VDJ from principles v.-hich ·,yore 
won after some of the great. st fig-hts in the 
hi,tory of Briiai", for !i bcrt~- a11cl represen­
tatiYe goycrnment. If thc'rf' \:as an .. rhlng 
in this Bill to cause th'' Government to pame 
and reflect. it is the last clause. which makes 
an onslaught on th0 rights of this Chamber, 
and take us bark 100 years. 

Mention has been made of the unemployed 
in connection with this Bill. The Govern­
ments of Australia should readjust their 
financial relations with local authorities, and 
tr:, to view public finance in a different light 
from what thev do. If thev viewed them 
in the lig-ht of commercia!' finance. then 
,]eficits in local government would not appear. 

The hon. member for \Varrcgo rdenccl 
t lw other evening to the town h.' ll costing 
£1.000,000. I have no objection to that town 
hall; it is a magnificent structure. What 
I do object to is that our blind, foolish idea 
of public finance is such that we build a 
town hall which will be an asset to Brisbane 
for a hnndred years, and we limit the repay­
ment loan to fifteen vears. \Vhen we get 
Australian public mc1; to understand that 

llir. Stopford.] 
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the proper allocation of public loans' should 
be based on the life of the ass('t, and repay· 
n1ents made so that everyone enjoying it 
will contribute to,vards that rcpavmcnt, WC' 
~nall gPt !ll'arcr to some conception of what 
public financ:: rn0uns. VVhen the Secretary 
for Railways argues that he has accomplished 
a breat dcul bef'ause he can rc11ay the cost 
of the Locanholme bridge in three years. 
he h no concc;;tion of his dutv as a public 

because, if that bridge can be repaid 
years, it shows clearly that the toll 

1s too h1gh, seeing that the bridge is a 
<'OncrP!o stru .tu re, and has a life of at least 
thirty year,,, The repayments should l1c 
bas("j on the principle thct eycryonc who 
bunefits 8S a l'l"'Ult of the construction of 
that hridgc will pay his' just proportion 
to\varcl > it. HoweYcr, I am not t:;oing' to 
deLate the fl_ncstioli an7 longer. I haYP 
ar.rain prot,,tcd against the filching of th·' 
por;ers of representative governiucnt, which 
is a fca turn of every rnea;..;uro brought before 
the House by this Government, 

On(:c y,-c pas~ the initial ~-tago of a rrw::t­
surc \ve hu no power to broadPn the prin­
ciple:-; of the rncaf'urc; y0t, although- we 
c·:crmot go beyond the limits of the order 
-of le1vo, ill!:) Ext ;utivo Council, rompri:~~-·d 
of a srnnll nnrnLcr of 1ncn \vho nu1v not be 
unanimous in their decision, n1av ;ltcr the 
,. hole principle of the mc:tsurc to the con· 
sickr ~hon of which \VO have brought the 
comLi !1ed thon!!,ht of this Parliament. I 
urgn hon. nwmLers opposite to look at this 
·question from the point of view purely of 
the rights of nwmbers of Parliament and 
from the point of viev of the rights of the 
'l~Cmocrac-.v whic·h rcturn3 thcrn to th13 I--Iousc. 

Mr. J)JI~LOP: 'fh,, best snccch delivered so 
far on tk1t side d the House. (Laughter.) 

Mr. H. ?d. RCSSELL (Toombul) [8.18J: 
;uhnit t}·at the ;;;p ('('h delivered bv th" l~on. 

for ~Iount },forg.'-~11 is the~ 1nost net-
deliverance from the other side of the 

House', as, uniikc his colleagn(• •. the haiL 
m~mber has J.O~ delved into questions which 
should L0 rr s0rvcd for discussion in Corn­
mittr;-_'. The hon. rr~ernLn· for ::\lount I\[organ 
has raised soveral important issues; and 
in l'cgard to the cnorrnouR powers conferred 
on the CioYrrnol' in Council, I prefer to 
let that matLr stand 0\-er until the I•Iinis. 
ter d"a Is witl1 it at tho Committee stage. 
\Ye arc :tll jca]mn of our narliamentai"' 
pri·.riJegc_·s. and \VC arc anxiot;s to sec th~ 
f'OnLr'll of Parlian1cnt paramount. In contra­
die tinction to their predecessors, the prc ent 
Gove;rrunPnt. are always willing to see that 
l'arhamcnt lS paramount in the government 
of this country, There i• a tendency in 
modern times to filch fro'n l'adiament the 
powers thc,t it undoubtedly possess'es; and 
W(' haYc no greater e'<:amplo of that than 
the F< deral Government itself. Almost ever.,­
Bill framed by the Federal Governmer:t 
conbtim a drafr-net clause cmpm-:ering the 
Miuist ,. in charge of the department to 
admjnistN the Bill in euch a wav as to 
nullify its provisions. Most hon. n1rmben 
aro agreed that Parliament should be 
f-UprPrne, and the lVIinis'ter is quite pre~ 
pared to li"'ten to anv reasonable anH~nd­
ment, if lwn. ~uembe1:s consider that too 
mlwh power ie being conferred on the 
:Minister or on the Commissioner of JYiain 
Roads. 

The hon. mr·mbcr for Mount l\forgan said 
ihat under a Bill such as this we may have 

[J'fr. Stopford. 

a road constructed, such as the I>fount 
Tambourine ro<Ld, which would inflict great 
hardship on the settlers, or result in a big 
lo0s to the Main Roads Commission. Tlu.• 
Illount Tambourine road has been subiect to 
a toll of late years; and evidently the revenue 
derived from the toll is not sufficient to pay 
for the maintenance of the road. The main 
idea in the construction of this road was to 
induce tourists to visit lYlount Tambourine 
and to rdiec·o the settlers of some of the 
uplu c·p of that road. 

At 8.22 p.m., 

:\Ir. FnY (Xur:-lpfl), one of the panel of 
Tdnl ;r~r:;_ Chairmen, relieved ML Speaker 
rrt th : c.larr. 

:i\Ir. H. l\1. RCSSELL: \Ye must admit 
that th·'r'" has been a groat want of foro­
sight in the matter of the settlement of 
:\fount Ta1,1bourin('. :Many years ago :\Icnnt 
Tambonrinc wus in its natural state, clothed 
with k'imeval scrub, and \vas a Yery bcauti· 
ful n --:ll't to visit, and one of the picked 
spots around Brisbane. But if :;·ou visit 
l1Iou1H Tambourine to-day, you will find 
th,".t the mountain itelf has been practically 
denuded of that b0autiful vegetation; and 
all that remains of those scrubs is the vegeta­
tion in the vallev·, and ravines which are 
not capable of being cleared. The result 
to-dav is that ~fount Te,mbourine ha, b,- 1 
dc·;poiled of its natural bcautv, .md there 
is not iho smne induc0nJent fOr tourists to 
go there that there wa~ before the road 
\Yas constructed. Past Govcrnrnonts have 
been llPglectful of their duty in not reserv­
ing for the p< ople of Brisbane the whole of 
ihat n1ountain. as it \vas the 1nost acc_~siblt) 
re,orl Had that been done, the l\1ount 
T~<mbourine road would have been a pay:1ble 
propoci+ion to-day. The whole cauc , of 
thr f- ilure has been the closer settlement of 

piec." of country that \'.-a, natnrallv the 
fine t holiday resort for the people of th" 
capitaL We ho,>e that under this Bill such 
tourist roads will still be construct< ·1; but 
the Government should take the precaution 
to "ee that th" natural scenic beauties arc 
n ,ervcrl for the people for all time. 

There is a propoeitio11 to build a tourist 
J'c,~d to the Lamington Plateau. Fortunately 
the whole of that plateau has been reserved 
fol' the public and I nmture to ny that, 
when the road is constructed, it will bB 
grc1tl:v i'l\'ailed of by the people of Brisbane, 
and ,,·ill bo a pa>·able proposition, in con­
trarlistioction to the road built to the top 
of Monnt Tambourine. \Ve all admit that 
t lw tolls derived from the Loganholmc bridge 
will be vE'ry comidrra ble, and it is antici· 
paled that within three vcars a sufliciPnt 
amount will have been colkcted to pay for 
th0 construction of the bridgP, It is the 
intention of the denartment that the monev 
d,,rivcd bv wav of a toll on that bridge 
shall be s6ent ;n the road bPtween Brisbane 
an<1 C'oolan.Q'atta. It is all very well to say 
that, if the bridge is paid for in three ycars, 
the toll should be reduced; but it should be 
remembered that the trafHc over that bridge 
come from a distance; and it is only right 
to sec that the revenue received from the 
toll is spent in making the road a first-class 
tourist roncl. It mr.v he some time bdore 
we can sav that we .have between Brisbane 
anrl Coola,ngatta a first-class bitumen road 
with good bridges over the rivers. Until 
that time arrives and the road is ship-shape, 
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it would be an unwise policy to reduce tho 
tolls. 

Hon. members op:o.site haYe been content 
to say that they arc op)1osccl to this Bill 
beca.u'.' the Lahour platform states that all 
highwa. s should be fren to the public. That 
d• c·laration appears to them to be of such 
a ~~lfTtd nature thnt it is almost s,ccrilege to 
adYocate anything to the contrary. Ten or 
fcftcen :··cars ago the idccc of toll bridges or 
tolls on high"ays " s unpo)mlar, because 
iho Anstralian public, in cornrno:n with every 
part of the British Dominions, v, as influenced 
to smne extent by the waYe of dem'ocratic 
thought' thd sv. ept oYer the British people. 
I think raost of us advocated years ago that 
all highv. a.ys and bridges should be free. 
Some peopl.J even advocated free ferries, free 
laundrie,, and manv other free facilitie~,. 
'i\'hi!o WO were on a wave of prosperity, with 
money in abundance, it y;as quite popular in 
catering for votes to advocate free facilities 
for the people; but there has been a great 
('~:ange in t:rc '-· ·tiYiti£\S of our connau1 :1l life 
during the last year or two; and we must 
recor"icler the position taken up many yeara 
ago. Labour n1ombers will not recede fron1 
the attitude which they took up ten or fif~ 
teon ~-0ar11 ago; and, \.hile they accuse us of 
being Tories, as the~,~ tt~rnl it, I think that 
the nmn who holds an inflexible opinion and 
is content to hang on to ancient shibboleths 
and timc--..yorn slo0 ·ar>:· is the greater Tory 
of the two. To my mind, the Oppooition 
have not progressed with the spirit of the 
limes. I would be quite prepared to advocate 
free bridges, free roads, and the abolition 
of tolls if our finances would allow us so to 
do; but, while there is such a dearth of 
money and mch inability on the part of 
Governnwnts and local Ullthoritie_,; to raise 
funds for the construction of these adivities, 
I can sec no objection to allowing private 
enterprise to cater for the Il(·ods of the 
people pnwided the neces ,ary safeguards arc 
n:sertcd Hl the agTf'('Hlenh so that there will 
bP 11:} unclnc '·':Joilation of thr public. ::.\L,~.uy 
of HIS have adYoc:1ted tho nationalisation of 
all forme of public utiliticc;; and, while there 
can be no argument about the control by the 
State' of what might. be termed na-tural 
n1unoy)olics or arti\~ities vvhich arc abf'olntclv 
C>·scntial to the lifc~blood of the people such 
a;, light, air, anrl. water-still there 'is no 
justific~tion for determining that other facili~ 
tics should he controlled l;y the Gm~ermnent 
or local authorities, unlces we belong to that 
school of thought which believes in the 
s~ciu_lls<Lt_lon of the n1eans of production, 
dL"tnbutiOII, and exehangc. It has Lccn the 
custon> in this State for the Government or 
the local authorities to construct the hi«h­
wa; s and build the bridges; but modern c~n~ 
ditions arc mch that the facilities that 'Yerc 
afforded by the State and bv the local 
authorities in the pa.st are not eufficient for 
1hc needs of to~clay. With the growth of arts 
and sc1onces and the progress of inventions, 
we find that the facilities to which we have 
been ac('ustorncd in the past. are insuflicient 
to~dil:,. For instance, when the Greater 
Brisban0 Council took office in 1925 it was 
fac'cl with thl' position that a.ll the ~utlying 
unthoriti!'s had been content to cater for the 
road traffic per medium of hardwood bridges. 
In a few years, owing to storms and flo~d.s, 
those bridges '1'erc washed awav and the 
~ouncil y·as faced with an enormo~s expense 
111 repla.rrng those hardwood bridges. with 
concrete sL nctures. That work ran into a 
colbic~ "rabic amount of money, which the 

~ouncil was compdled to borrow, and which 
it is 1, 1ying off to~day by way of interest 
aEd redemption. The question is how far 
an:: local authority can go jn that direction. 
I should .ay that, YYhik dw eity of Bris­
bilne or other local authority is unable to 
undertake such a work itself, on account of 
the heayy load of debt upon it. it would be 
quite ju,tificd in calling upon outside capital 
for the purpose. giving the conccssionaires a 
reasnnablc franchise and a rea.<onablo profit, 
under an agreement by which the facilitv 
\, ould be haJ;dod hack at the end of the term 
hoc of char?·e. Thus no hardship would be 
caused to tlw people, and, despite what the 
hon. memlwr for i'viount :i\iorgan may say, 
no new tax is involved. A toll is but a pre­
pa:·ment for a privilege. It is not a tax in 
any se nEe of t !w word. You pay a fee to 
go acroo.;::; the riY,_'f' in a ferry, or you pay 
for a ride jn a tram < 1_r: and thoro is no 
difference bct\ve0n either of those caRes and 
going over ' bridge constructed by a private 
conccssionairc uncl,.r a franch1 ,_ under \vhich, 
at the end of a g·iven term. the facilit: is to 
be handed back to thn public free of charge. 
How can that inflict any damage on the 
public? Hon. members opr' site saY. "\Ve 
arc ag·ai11st a.! I thnt sort of thing. Vie want 
lncal autho;·itiu to construct all these facili~ 
tiPs,.; io whi<'h I annvcr, •· 1:cs. provid('(l 
dwv hine the funds ,.·ith which to do it." 
nut ho,·- ('[l]l lw cis,- o£ Bri:-~baJl<', wiTh it.:: 
\itmlcn pf £11.000,000. afford to pay for a 
faellit_v such as a bridge acre~·, thC' river? 
:\Iost likely this question of bridges v:ill crop 
up, and the council is certainly not in a posi­
tion to bnild another bridge. It is already 
> 1ddlecl with tlw coc;t of <he Crcv strcr't 
bridg-e: and. owing- to the state of the loan 
markc•t-of which it had no warning-it has 
to finapre the bnlance of tlw coc't of i\5 
comtruction out of revenue, and that is the 
mflin rc:son whv thP Citv Council is in such 
a. parlous cm ·Jition financially. 

The fact of the matter is that. despite all 
i hcse theories. we must bow to the stress of 
the tirncs-~to dire nC'cessii v-and, while \ve 
would all like the Covci·nmcnt or local 
anthoritiPs to build ~nch facilities, the truth 
is th ·t the Government are unable to finance 
them; and the rwxt best thing is to get 
capital to come to our aesistance, provided 
the conditions a.re such that the public are 
not unduly exploitee\. V\'e must, provide 
that the 1<1an with tlw capital gets a fair 
return. This Bill makes ample provision for 
the pl'Otcrtion of th0 public. and there is no 
chance of a monopoly being created tc its 
detriment. Moreover, the idea of tolls on 
roads and bridges is not a ne\v i.dea at a.l1. 

l\Ir. Wr~cT.\~LEY: It is as old as the hills. 

Mr. H. '\I. HrSSELL: It is as old ns the 
hills; and it has b••0n tried in all the 
ci vi 1 iscd COl m tries of the world. We have 
got away from the old turnpike s:ystem·; 
!>evert he less. in comparatively recent legisla­
tion in Queensland we have had the better~ 
1nent tax and the ra11,vay guai~anten sy:;;tt~n1. 
under which the people 'vho benefited by a 
railwac O]wning up their c:istrict paid a tax 
on the land to make good the loss on the 
railway. 

Mr. POLLOCK: \Ye repealed that. 

Mr. H. :YJ. ReSSELL: In or-der to catch 
votes. our friends opposite abolished the 
railway gllaranke. \Vill hon. members deny 
that' 

Mr. POLLOCK: All your members voted for 
it. 

7J!r. JJ. 3!. Russd.'.l 
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l\h. H. ::\11. RCSSELL: TlLn we had in 
local goYel'!lment the application of •the 
benefited ana principle, undc'l' which the 
pco)>ie bcnclited by a giYcn work had to 
pay for it; but that is quitf' reasonable. 
Why ~hould the whole community pay for 
a. special bcudit c1criYed by a section·: Tho 
idea has been incorporated in the legislation 
of Queensland. and has worked satisfactorily, 
so that it j., no new idea. Hon. members 
opposite ar~ decrying it simply bceau~o they 
~re carried a\Ya·v \Yith th id• l that in thcso 
times the more' benefiL you can confer on 
the people and the more things you can give 
a\vay, the rnore Yotes you can get, and the 
g1·eater political power you can acquire. 

To gnt down to bedrock in connection with 
this quo·,+ion, the l3ill prescnb the most 
practic,t! solution of m::m:y of our difficulties. 
The pc·ople GL Queens la ne! will acquire facili· 
ticH wjthout any cu:;t to thcnlsolvc~, and 
without a1w co.t to the local authoritiCR. 
The public· will got the benefit of the facili­
ties, and at the end of the term, after paying 
a foir fop fo1· the privilege-for it is a 
privi!Pc,~J-thc facility goes back to the publio 
"ithout co,t. Surely that must appeal to 
';ny sensible man ! The Deputy Leader of 
the Oppositiou ,,.kNl: \Vhv not unlock the 
capital in the hanks 1 1\'hy rwt get the 
Queensland ~ ational Bank and eYerv other 
bank to loan ih monc' to the local authoritv 
at 4 per cent.? · 

2\-Ir. PEASE : ::'\ o private eC~tcrprise wiil 
build a bridge returning 4 per cent. 

::\Ir. II. M. RCSSELL: Does the hon. 
member think that any bank in l3risbanc 
'"onld )0,. J anv mono~-, to a local authority 
unless it had the backing of the Govern­
ment? \Vln· arc local authorib .,ecurities 
gilt-edged' 'Be< 1use thcr0 is the guarantee 
of tht• Government behind e.-orv loan. 
The Government are not J;l'C)lared 
to lend thPir signatnrC' to 0·;0r, '"ihl­
f'at. :.·hc-nt' thal a 1ul'al authorjtv ·likes to 
nut up. \Vhv should tlw banks lend to the 
local authorities? After all. local authoritie~­
nrc composfld of hnrnar\ b;-,liv::~ de -iruus of 
doing the best for th0ir own electors. It 
does not follo-,· that the' banks should lw 
called upon to find n,oncv to hack all their 
~rhrrn('o: T~P bank~ ,,-ju· not back anything 
un1Pss tlJ• {-,-O\"f'rnnlf'nt rJ1d0r~0~ ih0 ~lr::TC'f'­
mcnt. The hnn. mcn1bcr for H rrbert knows 
(hat Ycry well. 

The hon. member for Bremcr was con­
''erncd with one point. He did not addreos 
himself to t~Jo main principles of the Bill. 
IIc raised the bogy that, if a gas anthoritv, 
a wat8' nnthority. or an Plef'trin li.rrht authO­
rity, d:cided. to take its c<tblcR oe piPes acro"s 
the bndgr, 1t "·onld be called unon to pav 
a toll, ·vvhich. in his opinion~ Wa-, a Ycr~ 
iniquitous thing. If he reads the Bill. he 
will find that the agreement 1vill provide 
fc;r all these matters_ and it ran be taken 
for granted that such authorities will be 
an1ply safcgnardrcl in conncC'tion with the 
construction of an~· facility under this scheme. 

The SECRET.IHY FOR R.HL'.VAYS: Quite 
correct. 

Mr. H. M. R USSELL: The hon. member 
for 3.Iundjngbnrra ell'('\ a rathcl' son·ovvful 
pic·turc of Y\·hat n1ight oc::ur fift£1 :"111 y1 ars 
hence. He pointu! nll· that· "robublv . ork­
nJan C'ngrqied in a fonndry O.!.l the Other sid0 
of a riv: r ,,·o:.~ld b<' comr;p]]nd to poy a toll 
trJ cross a bnrlge ~f Jw '';anted to .(('t to his 
\vork in an expeditious rnanncr; but. if he 

[.if r. H. ill. Bussell. 

wants to sa Ye his fee, there is no need for 
him to cro:,o the bridg~e. He can go round 
by the othrr bridge, or haYr• so11te otlFr 
means of transit. He has the choice of 
se,·cral methods of crossing the ri vcr; so the 
argurnont by the hon. rnernber cuts no ice. 
l want to infor:n the hon. member that we 
camwt consider the po·sibilities of the future. 
The llf nds of the present must take para­
mount precedence OYer anything that might 
or("ur in thf' future, and we lllnc:t dt :d Y\Tith 
tllings a·, tlH)y arP. \Ve have hen: un oppor~ 
tnnity of ktving theso public facilities built 
by privaL.~ tnone.v on rea·· )J1::blo tcnns. and 
~~~,. c~m:ot take inlo consideration ·what is 
likely to occur, fifteen, twenty, or twenty­
fiyc years hence. \Ye must be guided by the 
intcre:,rc of the immediate future. That is 
tlw troubl<• in Australia to-dav. \Yhile we 
nro all guilty of talking orcar~s of rhetoric, 
the country is gradually drifting to a Yery 
parlou~ condition. It bcho,·es us all to 
<tdopt anv scheme ,,hatm-er that _,·ill haYe 
1hc effect' of putting men to work by grant­
ing these facili Lies for developing large cities 
without anv immediate cost to the rate­
pa:vers. These facilities have this adnmtage, 
that they will aid in the dm·elopmcnt of 
both primary and secondary industries. 

There arc three ma.in ff'atuns in th0 Bill. 
OnP is that in all these agrecrnents th-, local 
...lnthority has the fin,'~l sa~,·. Tlvct :.~ to say, 
snppo~ing we built a bridge OYer the Bris­
bane RiYer. and thC' concP· sion y;as about 
to run ont, or snpposinr,· it had a few years to 
run, the local authority will hayc ample 
oppodnnity to take it over, if it wishes to 
do "'· ThP Bill is so framed that the \Yishes 
of the lora] authoritv arc not in IYay 
·o·:cr-ridrlen. Then rhe amoun' of tolls 
iucludt'cl in tlw agreement will be snbjPct 
10 the appro,·.,l of the GoYcr!lor il. Council. 
It wiiJ Le jynpossibln for ~tny r:n·iyatP C'Oll­
(.'[';::;!"jonain· to 'rring an agreemC'nt fro1n 
1llf' Go\·crnnv'nt wit-bout rhc elosc~t .:;nper­
\-i~ion of th£' tPrms. Hon. rlf n1b0r:.;; c tn l·c;;:t 
a.:;;• .. urcd that anv G·oYCTJllnent 1vjll :;;1:c that 
th0 public arc· not exploited. The third 
r:utabl" fe,d:urc of tlw Bill is thar "mple 
- _a .-.hinf'r_:~ i .. , rwo,-idrd to get a \V· a~ .. · frotn 
1"11(' bngbcao· of cornpensrrtion The _1ut _,tlon 
af :r.JOchvill alv.avs f'ntcr.:; into these 
nHtttCrs; nnd. in thO ultirnatC'. the question 
i~- submitted to arbitration at great expense 
to the parti0s cnneerncd. This Bill provic!Ds 
machinery whereby the Yalue of the under· 
taking can be cshblished without any neces· 
sity whatewr for litigation. The Bill merely 
'"b out what the authority Y. ill have to pay 
if it acql!ires the facility, or what the con· 
C'PS -ionaire \Yill get if the GoYernnH:nt take 
i 1' rn-cr. ::\o ono can cavil at tho~e provi­
swr.s. The public is amply safeguarded. 

DP.<pitc what our friends opposite say in 
reg·ncl to the Brisbane tran1ways~that a 
preYious ::\ation1.list GoYPrn!;lC11t 0nabkd a 
prjYate company to establish a tran1way 
"-stern in Brisbe.ne and exploit tl c public, 
the fM i' remains that the agreement with 
the old Brisbane Tramways Companv was 
for a period of twenty-five years. At the 
f'nd of that fime no compensation ;vould 
h ~ YP been payable at all; but the Labour 
Govcrnn!Lllt) iu their wisdorn or un\visdom, 
and in order to depreciate the value of th& 
undertaking. introduced legislation which 
prevented the company fro1n incn,asing its 
fares. That was the point which weighed 
against the Tramways Trust when it 
appealed to the Privy Council. It' was felt 
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that on tlwt point the company 'vould mc­
cccd. That is why the public of Brisbane 
\\'Pre ~addled with tho cnonnous cobt of 
5;1.~00.000 in rf'Jh' t of the• tram\vav under­
t, klug, which the G(nT0rnrnc-nt col~ld lLH'C 
nbL1incd for und~r £1.000,000 on the tcri?i­
natJOn of the agreement. It was the fatmtv 
of J10n. members opposite, who deprecJ.tted 
"" agn'em<mt honestly eutered into bc:wcen 
the two parties, that ,. addled !hi-. comrrmnity 
vcith such a huge debt. 

Our friend the hon. member for \Varrego 
!S al 1 ·ays interesting to listen to; but l an1 

<~fraid that the quFstion of toll brid· es or 
111unicipal nffairs does not e,,)lnO quite ~Yithin 
l1is an1bit. Ho ~~lecringlv referred to Bris­
baw as a village of 340,.000 people. \Yhile 
it is not a very largo centre when compared 
with some othr•r citi s in the Commonwealth 
it must be borne in mind that it is th~ 
clc arinc_; house for the "-hole of Queensland, 
anJ suff• rs very little in cornparison wit.fl 

Jllll' of the oldest citie' of the world. In 
o;·ch r to deprecate the proposal of the 
Go1·ernment ,.-ith respect to buildino- toll 
bridges .. th~ hon. rnen1b'er C'OrnpareJ 

0 

Bris­
bane w1th London and its 7,000,000 inhabi­
t-ants i ·.and on that cornvari:::on thou'!·ht 
thar, as London posscs:,cd seven eio·ht ~or 
nine brid:;)-os, Brisbane should l~c :~1 ti~fied 
with one. , The hon. member carried the 
comp'lnson further afield when he compared 
Drisb •ne with New York and other centre"· 
and he endeavoured to show that takin~ 
population as a criterion, Brisban~ should 
b0 ~atisficd with one Lri{1gc. 

T!l fairnc" to the memGers of tho DrieLane 
City Council and their bridge lJolicv, I rnav 
>ay that in 1925 they appointed a co;mnissiolr 
to go mto the matter of c:ro·o-river facilities. 
The members of that commission >Ycre Pro­
fc"or Hawken, ""lr. \V. J\1. ::\'c],on. engineer 
of the Brisbane Tram,cays, anrl J\h. H. l\1. 
\Vilsou, an architectural engineer of Dris~ 
bunc. They. went into the whole que:;tion 
Yer: cxhanstrvely; and presented their report 
lll. January, 192o. lVIy rea on for ralsing 
!!Ho matter is that under this Dill application 
Dia.v be ~n~de by I~rivato COrnpanic.~ for the 
omtrucbon of bndges OYer the Brisl,ano 

l1 n·cr ; . and I dc,iro to corrcc·t tlw wrong 
l~uprpcswn held by some hon. mcmb~rs that 
tl1c Grey street bridge has been a fal1urc. 
l am not prepared to pit my knowledge 
ag-amst thf' lmm"ledgo of engineering 
c•xperts; but I say that those hon. members 
w!1o offpred those criticislns haY('. pr rhap;..;, 
>hghtly Jr., knowledge than I have 0:1 the 
matter. At any_ rate, their opinions cannot 
l1e. t';lkcn as hanng the same \"eight as the 
op1nio:1s of tho In0mbc•rs of the cornmi~sion 
to whiCh I have rcferrecl. In its report the 
''?'"'mrsswn suggested that, in order to pro­
vH1c for the rcquiren1ents of Brisba11C for 
the next few years, it was es·,cntial tlrat 
mnro additional bridge accomrttodation to 
that of Victoria Bridge should be prm·idl'Cl. 
It found by careful inYedigation that Vic­
tOl'Ia Bndgc \~'US CUlT\·ing- traffi r~ prartit:all~· 
up to saturatron point. This is what the 
connni~sion said in paragra nh 14 of its 
report- -

"Traffic, "0 far as space occupied on 
\

1 ictoria Brirlr~c is concerned, L'ts 
doubled itseif '-during the pa-·t eight 
years. The approachin<r streets are 
congested and any additional structure, 
whether upstr-eam or downstream. if too 
Jl('ar Vi<:t,Jria Bridge, would intensify 

such street congest ion, oven though the 
present bridge might obtain relief." 

Tl1rll it d'calt with the anticipated develop­
m< nt, of the city, and added-

" During the next cig ht>'en years extra 
facilitic3, hav-ing rnore than three tinws 
the capacity of the p.·esent bridge, will 
be required; a··d, if the present rate of 
progress of the clty is pros..:rvod, other 
connections should be in progress." 

cite that to shmv that, despite the analogy 
ofl'ered by the hon. member for \Varrego 
lwl ween Brisbane an cl the older cities of 
the world, we have the advice of competent 
men that the progress of Brisbane had been 
"' rapid that it ''·a m ~e"ary to set about 
a proper ;:;ystem of bridge con.~truction. It 
r ·commcndecl the first bridge to serve the 
cxi·_·ting centres of intensity. It advocated 
n, briclgo frorn Bo,,, 1 tcrc·aco to I'-angaroo 
Point, in addition tu \rhic:h it recmnn1cnded 
a shipping canal, 150 feet wide and 35 feet 
dt'ep, \vith 20 feet roach' ays on each side to 
be cut through J(anc·aroo Point, and crossed 
by a single deck 190 feet .,pan bac·:ulc bridg-e. 
J n its own \YOrclf·, " the virtual cost of con­
struction of the project 1s c~tirnated at 
;;;1,510,000." 

ThPn it "\vent on to say-
,, In rp:,sard to further cros's-rivcr 

facilitic9, taking aLcount of the plT --0nt 
conditions lnd the nnticipated future 
clc\rclopnwnt~, we are of opinion that to 
meet the development of circumferential 
traffiC' particularly through ='Jorf!Htnby 
nnd the '~'cstcrn suburbs and Rmna 
'treet, and to enable tire withdrawal of 
~urh traff-ic fron1 \;ictorja Briflgc, a lo"·­
lc•·ol bridge on piers 'rorn the lcYol of 
Quay otreet, on the north side, to _the 
C'llcl of G re street, on the south sHle, 
should bo provided. Thio bridge could be 
30 feet wide, with 5-fect footways, and 
it is estimated to have a -:irtnal cost of 
£2·~0.000. It ll·s bccJ: located to cross 
over Riv·~r road. and thus avoid the citL.· 
traffic along ?\orth Quay. This proposal 
n1iO'ht econmnicallv be cornu1encf d at tho 
~ar~e lirnc as (1)~ ~inr>e it \vould take 
kss time to build, and could in the u,ean­
tirno act as a, rdief to \ .. ictoria Bcit!gP, 
especialh in viev, of thr anticipated com­
pletion 'of tho tcnninns of the :'\mv 
South vValrc, Hailway (Kyogle to South 
Bri,banc) at DlelConr_ e strer~t." 

I mention teat ;n all fairnr ,s' to the alder­
m '11 of tl•c Cih Council, to show that th<' 
p1-0[J03a l made 'by the Cro · -;-R.ivcr Cornnils­
f-ion wn~, firstly, a bridge fron1 BowC'n t<?r­
racc to K'Lngaroo Point. ·1pplcmcnted by a 
bridge from :\orth (;ua;' to South Brisbane; 
and the commission recommended that the 
two projects .-.honlrl be put in hand simnl­
Ltncously, so tlwt the Grey :;:trect brHlge 
•v-onld affot'd immediate relief to the Victnrr" 
Bridge, whi. h ."as then :>t ;aturat;on point. 

At 8.52 p.nl., 
l\Ir. SPE.IJ.EH re,nmecl the chair. 

~Ir. H. l\I. RCSSELL: The cost of the 
K:nw'.lrco Point propo.,al was £1. ~lo.roo. 
and the Cit'.- Council wac. unable to !inane· 
any such proposal; :md that is why it 
acloptcd the cheaper propo•.al to construct 
(l bridgr: at Grc':v stn•ct, which \YOt~ld afford 
?nnrwdiatP reliPf to thf- \ 7jdoria Bndgc, and 
v hich. according to the plans of the Cross­
Hiv-cr Commision, would cost in the vicinity 
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of £240.000. But the City Council, in it.; 
wisdom, decided that. instead of building 
an entirclv stool bridge from Grey street 
to ;\iorth (,!uQy, it would build a steel brirL~c 
{?!H'n.sed in corLretr~ and, on top of thnt, 
it decided to l'osume all the land on both 
sides, which would prevent the very thing 
tlcat th' hon. mecnbcr for Grogory antici­
paicd would happen. In order to prevent 
t-he traffiC'king in. Jr.nd by " go-getters," as 
the hon. member would ull them, the City 
Council rc"1mod all the land on both side' 
in tlw hope that. when tho bridge was 
<:ompletocl. it vmuld be able to sell the l1nd 
at a profit. But. unhrtunatcly, mving to tlw 
slump in land value· the council is l ikcly 
to be saddled with this land for some t·;mc 
to come, so tlurt it is not always prmlont 
for a lor 1! authorit,- to resume land before 
building a public facility. Had things gon) 
right, the profit ou that land would havo 
!wen ron,idrrable. The Citv Council i" not 
in a position to finance the other proposal, 
nnd I am ::iUl'C it \VOtlld ·yvclcomo an offer 
from a pri,·ate company to build a bridge 
ov-er Kangaroo Point. It has not the money; 
but. if there is a priv-ate contractor willing 
to build that bridge, provided the agreement 
b reaso~wl_:le and tho public are protected. 
I do not se • wlw he should not build 
it. The ri -'k is on" the contractor, and not 
ou the public; and. if it is a failure, the 
failure will lie on the shoulders of the con­
tractor, and not on the people of Brisbane. 
Surely that is a reasonable proposal, which 
will commend itself to ev-eryone. 

I havr> refrained from going into dctaik 
The Bill itself contains a number of con­
trov-Prsial clauses. but the House will br• 
quite 2afe in affirming the pl'inciplo of 
building toll Lridgcs. W c must admit that 
~\ns'tralia, generally speaking, has forged 
a bead ln·o!.>ahly far more quickly than v. ould 
l:avc been the case but for the fact that 
1YP l1av(· horro1ved large sums of n1oney. 
\Y c ha n• br en accustomed in the past to 
finnEfe all onr public undertakings by 
advancin:, t':le money to the local authorities. 
This money .·s obtained by the GoYern­
n1C1It frorn .ovcr:o-C'as knclcrs, and in connec­
tion ·---ith mo't of these loans the !or _t! 
rrutl·ority has controcted to pay off the ;win­
ciplo and interest over a given period of 
years, t.nd has included that cos't in the 
annual rates lc,-icd on their ratepayers. 
That system wos all right while the Govern­
ment were in a position to gf-t money. 

The hon. member for Warrego mentioned 
a great number of projects, tbat the country 
could go on with. I quitn admit that there 
arc man) projects we should take in hand, 
but, unless we get assi:, tance from private 
capitalists, I sec no opportunity in the near 
futurr> for the State or local authorities to 
get the capital required to carry out these 
project., At this serious juncture in the 
State's affairs wo should accept every method 
of introducing priYate capita!, and th~re is 
J,o grcni0r crvice that anv citizen can render 
to his Stotc than b:: coming to its rescue 
end finding the nccc"arv funds to carrv out 
public undertakings. I think the public will 
fa_v-o~n· the pill. i~1asmnch as it will put 
w1thm our 1mmed1ate reach some of the 
advanta.~es we wish to poss'ss but which 
without_ the necessary <>apital t~ carry then: 
out. vnll be postponed for many years to 
come. I hope that for the time being hon. 
members onposite will drop their stupid 
shibboleth that all public bridges should be 
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free. It was all right years ago; but I 
would a~k thcn1 in all seriousness to assist 
the Government in carrying out these pro­
ject~, C'Yt·n if they ]:ayp to clrop tbi~ plank 
in th('ir p~atform which they look upon with 
such a we. The party has demonstrated in 
many ways that it has onUiYed its usefulness. 
Hon. members opposite hetve to admit that 
manv of thPir shibbo!eths, many of their 
coLh-cries of a decade ago, are to-day quite 
foroign to the ,pirit of the time;. Times 
h'tv-<' changed. and I would urge th8 Labom· 
Part, to 1n-ih across its platfmm that 
phra'c v-.-hi~h is fOlind in so manv parlia­
lncntar.Y cnartrrv:mb~" mutatis rnutfzndii>." 

1\fi-. HA:\'LON (IthacrJ) : I beg to mov-e 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Qucotion put and passed. 

Resumntion of debato n1ade an Order of 
the Day ·for Tue:.day next. 

The House adjourned at 8.58 p.m. 




