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482 Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, 26 AUGUST .. IP:)l. 

~vlr. S, E\KER (lion. C. Taylor, 1V(ntisor; 
tuok the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

AI'i'ROPRU.TION BILL No. l. 

ASSEXT. 

:Nir. SPEAKER: I ht1vc to rcpo't that I 
have this dav to 1-Iis 
the Govcrnoru pprOlll'iation Bill, 
1931-1932, fo1· tlF• Ho a! '''Ht, 
IIis Excellency \Yas plea ~:cd, in rny pn;sr.mcc} 
to subscribe h1s as>:c-nt thereto ir:. the nr:.lUG 
and on behalf of Hi, :\1ajesty. 

"\ Inc3-·:1ge w,1s also received fron1 Hi.s 
Ex:cellcncy the Governor, convoying His 
Excellency's >LCSPnt to the Bill. 

QuESTIO::'\S. 

_L-\xxPLLJXG oF Cos·.::':_'I\CTS roR 
.. LBA" C\XL LY l'A:\E Pnrc ·-.:s 

OF 

1·fr BUTLE11 \f'ort Curti,'i) ~Fk-.:J Cno 
Secretary fer As riculturc-

.. 1. h he a ware ihut the price of 
' L;bu,) c.tne gro"'.\ H pl·iol' to 1.926 and 
sold to Fuir~ IHC:ad i-:Ju 0 ar C ... on1pun~. \\LLS 
in the n2.ture ot a <.:OllLra~ .... t 1nutually 
agTt.::L:d upon t'u, ccu thu t:;'.ro•scr and 
the n1lll '! 

·' 2. \Viil he into the great 
vrong and done to tho said 
growt:;l'"-> owing to tlr~ precipitate action 
oi tbu Cane l)ricQs by a,nnulling 
the eo11tl'act '' ithout part~,r being 
heard'! 

"3. \Yill l:o lake the !lcc._·:t-·.Jrv steps 
to hav-... the v:roug re.:tifled ?n " 

The I')ECHETAHY HCHC PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO~ (Hon. R l\1. King, Lo,?an), 
for the SEClLKL\.H Y FOB. AUl{H.;UL­
rl C:~l~ (IIoe. ll. F. \\yalkcr, Couruora), 
1 'phca--

" 1. I have no knowlcd;Jc of aTJ.;·b1ing 
'in the 11aturo of a coutract Inutually 
aj,;recd ur.Jn beb\ .~c:a the gro\\'8l'S aiJ.d 
i!1o miil ' .,, ith respect to the price to 
be peid fo,· ' Cba ' cane as referred to; 
but no agrepment approved or exempted 
by the board is disturbed by the award. 

'' 2. The action ·\Yas not precipitate, 
inclico.tion of the bo ·.rd's intention hav­
ing been giYCll jn 1925. 

·· 3. Th• re i,c, therefore, no wrong to 
rectify. n 

RAILWAY FREIGHT CoNCL3Sioc 
AND Co. 

To CoBB 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrcyo) asked the 
Secretary for Hailways-

" Is it a fact that the Surat store­
keeper who purchased tho tLLdC-IH1mC, of 
Cobb and Co. enjoys the freight con­
ccs::;ions granted to Cobb arrd Uo. when 
they were n1ail COlJtl','tctors, although 
Cobb and Co. are out of business?" 

The SECHETARY FOR HAILW\YS 
(Hon. Godfrey Mm·gan, lliurilla) replied-

" No ; but in 1923, on the representa­
tions of the hon. member for \Varrego, 
this czmccssion was extended to Nir. Reg. 
Green, mail contractor, from Quilpie to 
Eromanga.'' 
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ALSATIAX DOGS. 

:VIr. BEDFORD ( lV a1·, uo) ask cl the 
Secretary for "\gricultur~-

" 1. Has he read the ac·count of an 
.L\lsatian's attack on hi:3 m~1stcr, 1 ~ported 
in the ' Courier' of 19th Au•sust? 

"2. ~\s this is but additional proof of 
the treacherous temp< r of th' c\lsatia __ , 
will the .:0,/[iui.stC'r intro<.iuco legislation 
proYidlng for the sterilisation of these 
half v,.rolves before they b: conw a rrlt..:na :o 
to the pa::;toral ir:du try Qlld the publi·:: 
generally?" 

~l1he s-:-:CRET.:\1-tY FOI-t PUBLIC IN­
toTRlJCTlUN (Hon. R. ::'vL King, Louan), 
fur the ::;:ECHETARY FOR AGRICUL­
TURE (Hon. H. .F. \Valkcr, Uocroora), 
rcplied-

"l.Y-cs. 

" 2. Tbc: Dcpartrnont of Agriculture 
and btock is nuw alive to dangers which 
1n a:ci::o frorn introrluced spPeies of 

and appropriate action c0n be 
t:a kTn as dw l.iCCC"'H ty occurs.·' 

.. ~-LLEGED _ \PPOINT:\JEX'_r oF DIR. l-loy LI~G TO 
Co~\L\II: s1ox oF l)K.;.c:r::. 

Mr. DEDL<'ORD (1i c. ruro) asked the 
Prer~1icr~ 

" Seeing that the reply oi the lJremior 
to rrlJ question us to JYlr. 1-loy Ling, 
appointed by the Go.-emment as Gu­
vennnont rcprr~scntative on Tara 

ConPnitioc, ig11or0d the query 
1\Ir. I-io_;~ Ling having hecn pro::Je­

cuted at JY1olbournt' L;r iaLi11g b~·ibcs to 
admit prollibit~d Chinc'~C i1nmigrunts to 
Au.Jtr Jia, will th,~ ! 'r~n1ier now .tate 
on \vhos-; recon1rnendation the previous 
GovC'rnrncnt appointed fdr. :Hoy Ling to 
th8 Con1mission of the lJeacc '?" 

Tho PREMIER (Hon. A. E. llloorc, 
L1. ubiuny) replied-

" The appointn1eLt rnentioncd has 
never been made." 

liEA31NG OF DIVORCE CASES IN CAMERA. 

. lr. DU::'~LOP (I!ockharnpton) asked tho 
-L-'i.ttorney-Geueral~ 

" Seeing that sevoruJ \YOrnen who seek 
a divorce from their husbands abhor 
having to go into court to fight their 
cases-duo to the fact that they desire 
to study the interests of their children 
(if any)-is he prepared to allow such 
ca··.es to be held in chambers?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
l\hcgroarty, South Brisbane) replied-

" Section 2 of ' The ?Yiatrirnonial 
Causes Act of 1897 " provides as fol­
lows :-The court may, on the applica­
tion c•f either lnnbattcl or wife, or at it~ 
own discretion, boar, try, and dctennine 
any n1atrimonial action in ch,'tmbers, and 
may at all tin1es in any such action, 
wh· thcr heard and tried i:1 chambers 
or in court, n1ake aL order forbidding 
the publication of any report or account 
Df the evido!l-:e, or other proceedings 
therein, ei thcr a·. to the whole or por­
tion thereof, and tho breach of any such 
order, or any colourable or attempted 
evasion thereof, may be dealt with as 
for contempt of court." 

PARLL\:'III:~TARY LIQUOR BAR. 

::\Ir. DU::\LOP (Rockhampton) asked the 
I)rmnier--

.. 1. Seeing that I was infmmcd when 
mo•·ing my motiru ' That the liquor bar 
at Parliamc~lt House be abolished,' that 
the Government do not pay any license 
fee, i J it. his intcnticu to arrange for 
the future that such fro be paid into the 
Treasury, thereby doing what he expA~ts 
o£ all lic2nsed victuallers? 

"2. Seeing that if any licensed vic­
tualler sells liquor after 8 p.m. he is 
prosecuted (if cauriht), is it his intention 
to sec that the parliamentary liquor 
bar is closed immediately after 8 p.m ? 
If not, \vhy ?~' 

The PRE:\1IER (I-Ion. A. E. Moore, 
"1 ubiuny) replied-

" 1. The eh 1rgin~ of ,1 licc~nc.o fc•e for 
the trading of the parliamentary refresh­
me :1t-room would in.-olvc merely a loss 
of energ--y .1nd material. 

"2. The closing of tho parliurn( ntary 
rcfrc .hment-r, om at 8 p.m. would cause 
n. , a1all los.':l of rcvouuc, and there could 
bo no poss;blo gain from any point of 
vio\v. Surely thL hon. n1c1nbcr is nnt 
suggcsti __ ~g .t 1_1 ~t the pi:iYileges o£ th:J 
rcl"r ·:ihrnent-rcorn, which are available to 
rnernbf:-'21 o1.d~'-', are being abused:" 

="Ul\I:JER 0.? l_\. 't:i:L\V. 'i HE\'.:SXU.E E_\lJ:•LO'!EES, 

1829-1931. 

1/Ir. A. JONES (Burke) asked the Secre­
tary for Railwa}cC-

'' \Vh::t was the 11umber of revenuo 
employee's of the Railway Department 
os at the ~,Oth June in the followmg 
yews, respectively :-(a) 1929; (b) 1930; 
a.nd (c) 1931 ?" 

'l'he SECHE'l'.'-\.RY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrcy Morgan. Jiurilla) replied-

" (a) En1ployec.:; 011 open lines, 18,870; 
(b) employees on open lines, 17,'161; and 
(c) ~n1plo;ver; on ope-_1 line,, 15,771, or 
3,099 employees less than at the end of 
J u;le, 1929. F1~orn 3Lt ::\:ta::, 192-.J. to 
30th June. 1920-a period of Labour 
regime, during which there \vas com­
parr.tivcly no depress;on-the services of 
3.3~4 employees were dispensed with 
from the Raihvay Department'." 

CLOSURE OF QUEENTON STATE SCHOOL. 

Hr. Wil\'STANLEY (Quccnton) asked the 
Se·:rotary for Public Instruction-

" 1. \Vhat is the attendance at the 
Queenton State school' 

" 2. How many teachers are there on 
the staff? 

" 3. Is the school being closed owing 
to the low attendance, or is it on the 
ground of economy ? 

"4. If on the ground of economy, will 
all the schools similarly situated share 
the same fate, irrespective of attend­
ance?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. R. J\1. King, Logan) 
replied-

" 1. 'l'he ayerago attendanc0 at the 
Que"nton S~ate school for the month of 
July was 77.7 children. 

"2. There are three teachers on the 
staff of the Queenton State school. 
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" 3. As pracilcally all the childnm 
cnrollC'd at the Queenton State school 
reside within one mile of either the 
:\Iillchester State school or the Charters 
Towers C'~ntral State schools, and as 
there is ample accommodation at these 
schools. Quu·nton State school is being 
closed in the interc' ts of efficiency and 
fj~onomy. 

'( 4. Should similar circun1stances arjs0 
rbc\:hcrc. similar action will be taken." 

B d3Y CLIKIC REGULATIONS. 

JYlr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) asked the 
Home Secretary-

" 1. Haye new regulations recently 
been isJued in conne• tion with baby 
clinics: 

" 2. Is it no\v imperative that expect> 
ant mothers Yisit the clinics. othcrwin 
nm·es will not attend to them? 

"3. Is this regulation applic1ble to 
the ,-hole State, or only to the metro­
politan area? 

"4. vVill he state the re'l'·On for these 
n: 8 'J.l::1tions ?'' 

Th0 HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Petcrson, "Yormanby) replied-

" 1. -:\o; but I understand that the 
Brisbane City Council ha' made an ordi­
nance rnquiring midwiyes to hand to 
1~;h \•xpe( tant lllother a leaflet advising 

her to attend an antc-nato.l clinic. 
'' 2. No. The methods of the babv 

clinics ctnd ante-natal clinics arc base~! 
on pcr~uasion only. Thev never have 
c.dopt0d, and llC\'Cl' will adopt, COmpul­

SOry n1ethod::. 

"3. The ordinanco r..!fcrred to f: boY~~ 
nppli1 . only to the city of Brisbane. 

"4. I uncle>rotand that the reasons for 
1 he onlim11wc 'trc--(1) To reduce the 

high mort 1lity from childbirth 
larg,~ arnount of unncf rcssary ill-

that at pre.oent follows from it. 
(2) To decree·" the nwnber of infants 
born dead, or so W·'akly that they cw 
,~urviYe only a fc1"< dav, or a few hours. 

friYe midwi,es 'the ad,,:mtage of 
thcil' ca~cJ mPdit .dly exarnincd 

at the ante-natal clinic, thereby freeing 
then1 fron1 unn0ccs~ary risks that might 
have been foreseen and prevented, <1nd 
thereby R !so increasing the number of 
1:onnal case· that ',vill apply to them for 
attendance" 

COSTS OF ::\[l:-JG.\X.\ CO)Dfl''~O).T AND THBL. 

Mr. l'OLLOCK (UrNJOry) a<ked the 
Premier-

" Wh0n doe'' he expect to be in a posi­
tion to 'Yi -.-" to the House the exact 
detail. d ·~O'tF of the :Mungcma Royal 
f'ommicsion ,nd the prosecution of tho 
subsequent legal case, particularly the 
rates' I:nd totals paid to Me,srs. JYlcGill 
and J\tla,< JToarty ?" 

The PRK' HER (Hon. A. E. l\Ioorc, 
Aub/:;n, replied~ 

" There is no secrecy about this matter. 
The accounts when received have to be 
taxed, and the 'lCt amount will then be 
made public. This course is usuaL" 

FEES PAID TO CROWX COCNSEL IN 1\'!UNGAl\A 
TRIAL. 

i\Il'. DASH (~[w"linyburra) asked tl1e 
)i ttorney-G encral-

" Ro the Cro·h·n Y. Reid, Goddard. 
and other··-

' 1. vVhat was the amount of 
fee marked on the brief of 
Attorney-General! 

'2. vVhat wa· the amount of the f0c 
marked on the brief of Mr. McGill ?' " 

Th(> ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
:\he ,ronrt;:, So?>th JJrisbanr) replied-

" 1 and 2. No f<'e was marked on 
either brief.'' 

I>APER 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
a ne! orclerr·d to b· printed:-

Report of the Agent-General of Queens· 
hnd for the ;vcar 1930. 

TOLLS Oi'T PRIVATELY CONSTRUCTED 
llOAD TRJFFIC F \CILITIES BILL. 

SEC,JXD HEADJKG. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrcv ~-iorgan, j£., rill a) [2.51]: I 
feel 'oUre that" cverv State in the Common· 
v ealth "-ill desire to ha Ye a measure similar 
tn the one now under eonsidcration. As a 
matter of fact, w.! have had applic1.tions 
frvrn scvGral Si :1tcs for inforrnation as to the 
erontNJts of this Bill >rhich, with certain 
modifications to suit 'the special conditions 
l crtaining in those State,, would be of r,re:tt 
~ervice. Indeed, I 1mag1nP that vnth:n 
twelve months thic legislation will be m 
operation throughout the Ccrnrnonvvealth. 

Judgin'; by the~ opposition o_£ hon; membe1:s 
cu the other side when I mtroauccd thB 
Dill and before thc·y knew its contents, I 

that the met. urc will be opposed by 
at m·cry stage. Of course, they object 

n the priuciple of tolls, and would prefer to 
, "' a large number of men unemployo·d or 
n~eiYin~ the dole in preference to obtain­
ing v;wrk such as is contemplated in this Bill. 

l\Ir. DASH: \Vhat guHantec hayo you of 
\YOI'k? 

The SECHETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: 
J'rm·ided per,ons arc prepared to spend 
mouc,- in constructino- facilities which arc 
n~r0c·" 1ry-facilities ,;hi eh cannot be pro­
;ided b) the GoYernment or the local autho· 
ritics bv reason of a lack of monoy-wo ha Ye 
eyery C:onfidenco that' considerable crnploy­
ment will be cr,,ated if advantage is taken 
of this legislation. _\.t the present time we 
have legiSlr.tion empowering the Commis~ 
sioner of l\'Iain Roads and the local autho­
riti to conAr:J<_ t toll bridges if tbr•y 

; so that then; i., no neces oity to 
with the matter so far as they are con­

cerned. This Bill, therefore, deals with the 
extension of that power to private persons, 
~o that after completing certain formalitio'" 
prl ,r.,ibcd by rho Bill, they may undertake 
work end control the completed work under 
s'wh terms as will repay the cost o£ COJ!· 
struction, etc. There is nothing new in thrs 
Bill. 

We know that in 1811 in Groat Britain 
toll gates and toll bridges to the value of 
£1,250,000 were in existence. When railways 
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b .•cam0 the method. of travel, they displaced 
the ordin2:ry horse-drayrn vehicles, anrl it 
was found necessary to do .1 way with these 
toll gates and toll bridges. Railways bee:cme 
c'ommon, n'lt only in Great Britain, but in 
every other part of tho ,;orld. Later on 
internal corn bu'>tion engines were invented; 
.1rd this pow<r was used for the pm·pose of 
transport, displacing to great extant horse· 
drawn vchicJ.s, and to some ·extent the rail­
v. ys. The result was thltt people found it 
necessary to haye much better roads. If we 
\Yant to tl·~rvel in n1ot...:r car in cornfort, it 
is neccs·ary to have much better roads than 
\Ye re ncces3a r"t"" 1vith the horse-drawn YC'hicles. 
Conditions haye changed to a grc:tt ~xtent. 
and in aLnost every country in the world 
bridges and rond facilities arc 110\Y bein~: 
constructed under the toll systcn1. 

J,1r. BED1 ORD: They are doing away \Yit.h 
them in America, 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That is not true. Since the hon. member 
previouslv m ado that statement, I have taken 
the troul;lc to go into this que;tion, and. I 
have ascertained that the toll svstr.1n is 
going ahead by leaps and bounds in :'\meric a. 
In that country franchi~'"' have been granted 
of late years, not onl;.~ to lo-cal authorit1es 
and other t:fOY0rning bodies, but also to 
private individuals. On 1st Augllst, 1930, 
there were• 296 toll bridge•; in ihe L:nitcd 
Si'ates. Of these. sixty·two were publicly 
owned <Lncl 234 priyatc]y owned. The total 
funnunt in n'·sted j n these bridg ::; 'Y<1 :_; 

547.000,000 dollars. the operating co·t being 
11.7 pcor cent. The port authorit:' of l\icw 
York has six t')ll f.-cilitif:S~ on2 being the 
largest aJ, h bridpJ in the world .. <11d another 
thP IIud3on River su:-:.pensiGn bridg-e, v. ~ich 
has the b.rr;e:.,- , ESllen~ion span. bc1ng t .; ice 
the length of the Sydney Harbour Lrich;e, 
or 3,400 feet. The Hollrmd tunnel is another 
project. The Engineering Council of 
..:.\nHH'ica, ·which is a very 1iv-o body and on(~ 
of tho most imr.ortant in the world, issued 
a report on 22nd ,January, 1931. Tl1P.y made 
certain recommendations to Congre_,s in 
regard to thf' ccnstruction of toll ft~r111ties 
in America, son1o of 1-vhich aro embodied 
in this Bill, although when the Bill was 
dr .. tfted we y,-prc ·not D 1.'1aro of the recom­
rncndations whieh ,,-er,• rnado bv this n1osu 
important boc1~} of cEgineer·. "' 

At prcc ent toll facilitic•s in the L nitrd 
StatPs of An1cri ,a are granted by CoL :n:s.~: 
but it is not looke.l npon as a 
rnethocl, a::: -clhus'-'s ari-,o ovYinD: to 
that Congrc ~s· is rr·;;ponsible. ']_'l10 r 
toll facilitle . .; asked :or to Con-
g-ress, a.nd ~re graLtccl vote of the House; 
.:~.nd that ;._, not looked vnon as satisfactOJ 
even in ~\meric~t. n1oro c;::;nc·r iallv fro1n th.~, 
noint of view of thosf· 1-vhu a:1·c n10 't 
'in the con~truction of th(·sc fac1ljtic:-:;, 
Enginceriug Council in An1crica said--

" The prcs'ent mcthocls of grantin;.; 
franchiRL::l b:,7 net ion of Congre·- J i11 f'aC~l 
r~asc arc objt1 ctionQb1c. Franchises ::ihoLl1'J 
be- given by sorno clcpartrncnt of th'~ 
Gov0YITinent in accordance ·:, ith general 
1egal st.ipulat~ons 1 •id do-wn by c(''lgre· ~' 

Th;s m arothc.:· r; • mmcnclation which 
1hcy rr"tkf:'-

" .Private Capital ~lloulJ be cllC)Uf<lgt?d 

to con;,truct toll bridges, but privdcly. 
owned toll bridges shouid be permitted 
onh- whero local authorities arc not rea(h' 
and able to construct .a public toll bridge. 

Further, n pu1J1ic toll bridge ;:hould not 
l·~ built if the loc,tl authoritic, arc rcc,dy 
and able io build a fro•~ bridgt· " 

That is the intention in Queensland. J<'irst 
of all, the local authority or the GoYer-nrnent 
\-\rill have preference j£ thPy desire to build a 
b,'idge. Yv.,. e have sc·~·cr~.,l toll facilitif in 
QueensLnd at the pn:sent time. The latest, 
and perhaps n1os't up to dat0, is the I Jgan­
holm bridge. If c had 110t had power 
to build that bridg<' umkr the principle of 
toll fac1llti ··'3, I ventun:- to sa:~ it ·.,rould not 
have been constructed for to 
t 1n1c. I, as ~lini~tcr in control 11ain 
Tio·1ds Dcpartm~r..t, n1adc the· rrcommPnda­
tion to the C'abim t for the construction of 

brldgn under the loll systPL1. I cer-
\Yould not h ve rc:.:ommr~1d0d the 

O'Cpc-nditurc of £25,000 npon the bridge if 
' 3 h"d not been able to collect tolls. I 
knew of nlac0s vvhcre n1onev could be spent 
in different parts of the · Siatr; to lKtter 
adYantage them on that bridge for the pro­
cluction of '"utlth; and I would not have 
e .• nctioned the m:penditm·c of £25,000 the re 
had I not ~~con confid-"nt that the rnoney 
'·ould m'cntmclly be r~turnod to the l}lain 
Tic~ads Cornmis<;;;ion for <>xpcr1rl1tur<' in other 
parh of the RL.tte. That is the int0nHon 
of the Government in connection ''·ith this 
hridgf'. Tolls will b~ collcctc~1 until the 
cc-t of co truction is defnvcd, and the 
rnoney .. will go to the cn•dit ~ the ::Lain 
Rc·ads Commission, and "·ill 
dlffcrc~1t ~1 rts of the Stat,--.. for 
o[ ('01'-:;trri-cting roaJ., for WL J.lth 
D,!Jd "' t!IO counh·y to gnt 
d;Hicult, it is in nt the prn' ,'nt tirrw. 

~Tudging from present returns th.J Logan­
L·Jhnc bridge is going to bo very proi-itable. 
I am of opinimi that thos'c who we thccP 
facilitie' should pa· for them. 

]'\lr. Krm• AX: That is under the control 
of the 1iain Roads Comn1ission . 
going to giYe thj", right to private 

The SECRWTARY FOI' 
\Ye Jro going to give 1t io 
Yidua ls onlv jn the eYcnt 
anthority nOt being able, or nr~t thinking­
it ach-i:;-ablo, to construct i1 bndg0 
tho ~ame conditions a~ the 
b1·idge. \Vo do not int( nd to 
franchises to private people in 
local authoritir,· It is only 
local authority should ha n• the ovtion of 
~avinsr whether or not it is preprtl'~d to con­
·ll:uct a bridge under the toll e;ystem. The 
"~ai!_1 r!o~ds ~on11nission has thf' rigllt, 
with the consent of the UoyernO!' in Council, 
to con~'truct a hrid::,c on tOe toll S"':Tstem, or 
C'Ycn without the toll S\Tstcm. Ii'a1Jing that 
!·OWer being exercised "either the· locn.l 
autho:ity or the Governmc:t, is nght that 
\YC' should pursue the dog-in-th0-rr1angcr 
policy of saying that the road faci1h ~ ~bal! 
llot be corl:.itrnctetl ~in1ply bc{'J.U'-'~ the loeal 
enthorit" will not find the morH"' tu cml­
,truct the facility, and the Govcrnmc1•t ~r<> 
not prepared to do so becau:-:;c they Jo not 
ihink it adv};;:ublo or mnv not possess the 
J'J.OnP~~ to do so. ~ 

I think it is ridiculous, more especially 
':.-hen at the present n1oment, us never before 
in the history of 1:\.ustralia. it is important 
to encourage th,, -pending of mon.:Jy, whether 
obtained locally or from oYerseas, to proYide 
\York for those unfortunate persons who are 
liYing on the dole. That is ono of the objects 
of thi Bill, and we should unanimously 

Hon. Godfrev Jfr; 7a.<.] 
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money to come into the State. if it 
h<'rc for the purp0'-e of pro­

'S"n·k and giving road facilitie>s which 
toc::tl auth.oritiC nor the G-ovcrnrnent 

to pro,·idc. bcc:tuse they do not 
necessary cupitnl. 

:I\1r. I-I f.NLON: f-Iave van had an:v intima­
tion from private in.di,-idnals that they 
intend to avail thcmsdves of the provisions 
of this Bill? 

The SF:CRET\RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There arc scveml project'. already. vVe have 
already entered into negotiations for the 
constrnction of tho brid1!'e at Lata. In 
th"t c csc it i' expected thot \\ orlc will start 
almc3t imm0diateJy. 

An OrPOSITIOX ~/IE~I.CER: \Yero tenders 
c--J·led? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes. If we do not bayf~ a ~ing}e bridc~p. 
f'orutructed under this BilL n0 dan~age can 
be done, and. if we haYP. a nnmbcT of bridge." 
built under it. work will be found for mcm 
who de' ~re it; so that. 1£ it c•n do no good, 
it do no harm. The oppoc,itlon of hon. 

the other side j, simplv barn 
hr,..1.us0 the\ do not belic'.~e in 
of tolL. The\' ould soon:>r 

nd IV[1 Ikin~T, about the streets 
1Ynrk. Tl10v ,-ot"d ng~1inst the lntro­

dur::~_nn of t}w Bill 1 Pforc thPv knew :its 
rontPnt--,, rkonl:v f'ho~.,·ing that "they vot0d 

~ it· on prir~cipl0, not r1rlnr; whether 
1? gnjq.--_· to finrl \York frll' bundredR of 

hcran~e theY do not b0licvc 
of Ftnntin~x 69'hts to 
or ~f thr-ir ~n1o,~pfll 

h.,· th0 
tolls 
tre 

c ,~·er ~.mrn t. rrhr:y nrf' oppo;;;Pct' to 
anv- rirc:n;:stanel' .. 1y~t I think 

j-. a snl0ndid r-~-lf'. It make;;. 
f1H' n ,_vhn v.;;;0c:, fl. roatl f.:ciJity mo;:;;]· DR.,.' 
Y'lO~t. :1nd th~d: 1 th0 onlv ~. ~ .- -in lvhif'h' .C' 

arr £Tniru..; to n·ci- fOD10 ro-nd f1ciJitl '~. \VIP. 
::.houlrl \"'.Tf' tax nrone-rt'"l-Ovvnrr:; a ~oDrr:::.ic~f' f!. 

tourist rocd-prltdicallv t '" t!"'m off their 
1W0n0.rt,jp a ,~-(' 0o-in order to constrnct 
thosP ror. <ls 1Yhfln tho-:p property-n1ynrrs 1-vill 
not bPn,-- frt from their ron~tnlC·tion? \Vhv 
ho 1Jlc1 ~·"f:' t-·x th0rn flrartlr~n~~,off the hn~-

in orrlf'r to ~royl(l0 n ftrilitv for other 
Pf'oplf' to 0nioY? ThnRP ~ ho \V:l.nt to e~e 
~urh :·r. 'd"' hou 1d h0 prpn.trrcl to pay. 

:'\'f1~. ~(T'R'' AX: 'Thr-v do p --y. '{011 <'1ff' pro­
ro<nr; t0 make them pfly a double tax. 

ThP S~CR"ETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
If " fa~ilitv is constrn~kd nnder the toll 
f-P:,r:-<tem. th0. rnontrv 1vil1 h., retun1ed jn a 
f0w yt-:··r~ for n:::..in,;f'~tnlf'nt l-r) dUr fnr-wr--tcrn 
rlistriets or somp ofhBr portion of thf• State. 
rr'hi "~on?v ran he nt~li"r>(l fnr t'1 ~nn­

Df 1'0<1cl:- :!·nf.J -h)'L·,ill,Q' ~l"t''""'~'; 
py~~"'-:'1 nrr-"'lH" ·r to rrn.Y •y 

i1~st"'l Cl qf .1knrl prodw·t i·" 
rot on i he ~~ nf~·.-q 0('C'll~~, 

fu .. "'~'.~~f't ~f'r~:::rn. If \Vf' t-an ('·'('Ollr 
inY0~tf'r' to ~'XJl0Tiil. thf'-i~- -r·nl'al in 

io 
his 

!lPr, tlH'-n th0 mrn0v C?.n b• fPln.,,r • t0~ -in 
t·hr c ln,J-rnd~on 0f 1'on.d-, "'rd nth('l' fnci1idr­
in nrhPr nart~ of t)p P,•· t' fn· thr benefit 
of t.h" r0rq;l0 '·"' a ~.':ho10. The -'nfin~f'ring 
council furtlwr ar;-recd-

" Thot costs of br:.-1,-ps eho:c1d hr filwl 
;":ith_ the Sec_retary ,of Wn,r and Chief of 
11 .. nsnne0rs \Yithin n1nc-t <' navs aft-::r conl-
n1etion." " · 

\ snrT1r ·,\'h:t1· ~iJnilor cJau ·P is ront'a1ncd 1n 

the Bill. 

[IJ·,·'· Gnrlfrc!J ]![orcran. 

The cnginC'cring council also agreed-
" That in granting a bridge franchise, 

cart'-fnl c'1nsldcrntio11 should be given to 
the probable effect on existing bridges 
and to the protection oi the public, >as 
well as to the nropcrtv ri::;hts of the 
investors in the ·bridge:" 

A provision to that cffPct i) j11r>ludccl }n the 
Bill. 

The eng-ineering (JUnC'il ~~Lo agr...:\;d-
" That all franc\is0s ;xr"'ntl~d should 

proYidc cla11 Jes P{'l'n1itting--
(n) CoruJcm;1ation v nd 11urch;JSO of 

the· brid<Yc at anv time bv such 
L:gal prOCc ~ ~-:: .as are P'f tbE~d~e>d 
in tlw State Dr st,ates lil whl<'h 
the bridge j, located. 

(,J) Recapture of the brid_g;c by lo< ,j 
anthorjti~s. not sooner than twont:'i-­

after its completion at a price 
br rrwd0 nn of the j""tual co,.t 

of eonstr11t:tinn. l0ss re, ~nRblc 
dcpreci:ttion. p1'vlS th0, actual cost 
of acquirinr; the n<tl property, 
olus actual c'mcnditurc for neces­
~:ary improyeffients." 

~Prc.\i::.ton hn~ bce:1 n~atl0 in the RilJ for a1l 
that. In effcC't, ''VC haYP ndontr•d the ·' ug­
g~_stion::: and thP rcC'omrncndation'" of what 
rnhrht h~· rep;'1rded ;ls the mr.·_.t jn1portant 
cLp;lnecring couecil in. the "\vor1d. 

'" I ol· ,(t,d p:'cYiouc,h·, the objc~t of the 
Bill is---

n t,) autho1<se t1w COlJdruction and rnain · 
t'""'nf!J'"~,C'e cf 12crtain road tr1-ffic faciliti 1~S 
h.v f"1riYab::: ncLsons, and t·he lcYying and 
collectinv, thN<'O"l cf tolls from trnffrc 
u- in;:: such fac1lities, and for othor pur­
posf' ·.'' 

The Bill will enrrble the Gm·ernor in Coun­
cil to <tuthori:oe any pc1 son po.)st'-'sing suffi­
cient ftnnncia1 resourc0s to corc;;tnict .c.nd 
rnaint.tin brid~·es, rondfl., and Yitlducts, or 
,, nv combination of thc same, and to ]c.-y 

ncl C0llcct' tolls thcrcon. The Bill provides 
that the person cle··:iring to obtnin a fran­
chise nnrler the Bill must ea.tisfy the Governor 
in Council that he posccSses sufficient finan­
ci:>l back~nrt to car1'V out thP work in the 
.nanEc'r bid dcv·n by thc> Biil. Unless the 
indiTidu .! pos: esse, that financial backing, 
no bn inc~:) wjll re,ult. 

Mr. Kmw.\X: Has not the G.-vcrnor in 
f'ouncil pow, r to var: the conditions l-aid 
down in tho Bill? 

TL" SECRETARY FOR RAILWi\YS: 
·y(·"; l-ut th0 GoYernor i11 Council nef'd not 
cxcrcic:' thow powers. I have nlrGad: dated 
that tl1is is the first Bill of ib kind intro­
duced i:.to an _,_-\ustralian Parl·jarnent, and 
I am prepared to listen to all objections that 
mnv be raised to it by the members of the 
Oppc' itior.; alld I a:rn also prepared to give 
cCJn~ideration to any amendment that may 
be mrncd with the object of improving the 
Bill. 

Th0 Bill provides two methods of procc­
'~ure. the first being that the Mini ;ter may 
nubliclv advertise for the submission to him 
;,[ toli proposals, That means that the 
Go.-ernmcnt can follow the procco-dure 
Ire Hly adopted in connection with the Loto 

l ,-idc , bv advertising that they arc pre, 
P'' r:o-d to· recr::ive applications from persons 
prepared to construct toll facjliti~s on so_me 
''articular road. These applwatrons, bemg 
in the form of tcnd~rs, will be considered 
on their merits. 
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The second proccdu: c enables the Minister 
cow•irler propo~ah subrnitL)d vvithout any 

11'hn.t n1eans that a firn1 or 
tnay intirnate to the Governn1ent 

tl1<H Le ]:; prc:pan'd to subn1it a prDfitablo 
project for a toll facility which will be of 
benefit to the State. That proposal will be 
plc.ccd before the :\Iinistcr for submission to 
tho Roads Con1n1i for 

l:l 

Cf'ivcd \vill 
who!~ mattc1· 

:dc'd upun l)y thP 
Connni -,:-3ioner 

l·~_!port to the 

Governo1· 
abo 
and 
pro-th, ~'.Iini ter ;;.~av 

lJO.~ 11. u 

~1 .!:r. i:hKLO:;;: ::\1ust the :c'vlini ster accept 
:_:'le ad ,-ice of the Connuis:,ioncl' o£ 11aia 
H"ads'? 

The SECREL\RY FOR HAIL WAYS: 
\Ye \\ould natuwlly accept the advice of 
the Cornndssioncr of il~ain H.oads. Of course, 
the l\finJster 1nay not altogether accept his 
a d.vicc. but in case of such officers as the 
Cmnn:issioner of l\'Ia1n Roads. vvho has com­
pc'tent offlci:ds lmdor l1im, it is only natural 
that any Mini tcr will bo guided b:v tho 
rcpo~·r: a"d reC'DirlffiC'Hclations 1nado by him 
in repunl to SL!(h rnatters. If ~so- arc not 
~u1clecl by his rPp0rt and rccomn;_endations. 
then w0- ma~t ilf"-.C'pt th respon··ibility and 
be an -werablc to the JWople for any mistakes 
that ruay ari:~e. \Vhcn an acceptance of a 
propo·,a.l h:v t}ll' ";\fini.Jter is mQdP, the person 
wlHY"P ·~cl is accented is clr"rrled to be 

to con ·.trucl r1nd n1aintain tho 
trafYi(' fncility, when the acceptance 

the C\Iini't"J' ha·, been conflnned hv the 
Gov('l"nor 1P Conncil. The Govf'rnOr Hl 

Gom: :il is the Ce.binet. 

Cabinet accepts the full responsi­
of ckciding whether the road facilitv 

provirlnd or not. The lVIinidel~ mav 
Sf'Cttrit~.,. fro1n 11ert:on who sub-

nronof'aL i::~ only r·:ght and 
\Ye do not '•'· ant to n1nl<c inYestig.~,~ 

nnd iPquiri~"' into anv propo~al unl(.;;;:;; 
\1 c aTe satisuccl tlmt it will be a conyeni­
cnc' f01· th~ public. As tl'c Bill is drafted 
to cm· er the .mbmi"S'on of a 11 t.ypes of pro­
pncalc. and some of the I~rrns and conditions 
a.ffC'0t:nQ..' o·::-ners IYlll Yt.u·y in different C"l.~es, 
nro\·i~ion 1:: rn, de 1n the Bill for ~~uch varv­
lng- ro~··d1Hons i0 hC' lTirtdP bv the Govern01~ 
in ("01111"~~ {-Jt t1H"' fim0 Of a11thorisation Of 
tlL' '"'-~1b:.nittino: t 11r> !lrono-Rl to pro-

~,,ith th0 construction. Such varying 
tPrm l'f'lat" to-

" h) Dunttjon of th0 period dnrin~ 
v;;hiC'}J the 01; ner s.ha1l be prrmitted i"o 
],'\'V oncl coEe-t tnlls on the road traffic 
f "·ilit:v: 

" (I;) The lrctXImum ammmt of toll 
whirh the m:ncr shall be permitted to 
le ;,.·v." 

V'ic ], ·cc fnlJ COntrol OYCr that mattPr and 
OYI·!~ all mRJ~ers to which I have r,:ferred) 
Yi'l::ieh y;·ill he 0rrJbodi0d )n rrn agrcc:ment. 

Thn 1r-rr! alo::o rc:latc to tbe exemption of 
vrhielr~~ nv,~n0rl bv th0 Cro·,rn and other 
nre cri]- r1 l:odies. · Of coursP. all vehicles 
bc1on~in~ to the Crovrn. ambuJanc~ vehicles, 
nnd '· l'hic](':-; hel011f~i11q" f0 rhari·Lable institU-
'I'OTIS 0xemptod under the prf'".ent legisl:l-
ti on with toll faciliti cs. Certn in 

will be 111nde in this Bill so far 
n-.; H'C>v i 1 re f'oncernl'd.. The n1ethod of col­
]edin::; the toll ,,.;]] be la id down in the 
agTP' ;nr'nt, and, 'Xh;>tbcr the facility be a 

road, bridge, or tunne>l, it may come 'vithin 
the scope of this Bill. The terms also 
relate to the method of collection of tolls, 
be 'ite and nature of the road traffic 
facility, and the payment by the owner of 
ceria in charges for information supplied by 
the GoYernor in Council for the payment 
of certain inspection fees c uried out by the 
Commissioner of Main Roads. That is to 
::-:·ty. if a 11roposal is made, the Co1nmissioner 
nf ~l1in l~oads ''"ill be asked to make certain 
inqllirics. Anv expf'nse incurred in doing 
so w-ill fall upon the person or o·; nor of the 
f ,cilitv. Thcrdore, the )Jain Roads Com­
n1iRsi ,n will he recouped for any expcndi­
hue i~currcd in regard to any matter that 
has ]yeu r:lared before it for consideration. 

Th0 1n ConEci1 ·wi!l it i~~t on a 
r·~l'Plin brl::-1,;; Jnc;tle. ', hirh \Ylll ht> 
[l('ld 'H n guarnutcf' of ,uood f ith on the 
nart of the 8!l r }lO . ( th•ri·t JlltO the' 
<:(~'i't:'C'm~~nt. d -po:'it ',Yil1 bC' for a 
~ cl'tJin prriocL ~~ t [~.- l1.t0r tagc I to 
; lOVe an a! )C':Jr1·v;:,nt thnt. where 

clepo,it Pxceed:; mount shall 
c-~;·n intcn t t th,-~ rate ch•rin(J' 
t},, time it is h<·id the If- th~ 
rlepo,it is less then .000. '10 ,t \:ill 
be, il: is consiclered o;,l v fair 

that jn rc~pcct of lar~U sums 
in one or hvo fru:ilitics ·v\'"hich 

h'l\"P in vlc\' th~ mnount of 'he dC'pO:)it 
nw;: be ronc.:.jfl, rahl( -int- re ,t at the pre 
crib ·d rat1" shonld l-<' paid during the time 

th2 n;oney i·;; ht-ld by the GoYcrnnlcnt. 

\Vc al~o n1ukc provision that a. CPrtain 
francl1lse will be !~Tant0d for ~L spr~cificd 
number of :vcars. Should it be desirable for 
tho Govcrnn1cnt or :or a 1oca1 author1ty to 
rc'um0 a road or other facilitv Jy fore the 
l'Xpiration of tho franchi~j(', it· 1~ provid0d 
that .snrh be pay~ 
mcnt of found 
th, t. s. ~r. h'n vcar:;; aftPl' the col1lm('l1CCment 
of a hYCnty \'Cars' .frnnchi~:c, it would be a 
g-ood in. e'·fn1~nt for thf' local anthorh""\' con­
cernrd. to tnko over that facility, ci.rcUHI· 
stancf's 11:-~vinrc aris0n in thl~ interim to judify 
the acquisition by the }oral auth(;rit;·. 
Pon, ,r is ivcn to the Co\~P.'~'n"r 1n Council 
io acquire-" on pa~·m(".'~1t of con1pt'nsation. 

1\!r. DAsn: On vYhut b ,.js is the rompcn­
Ration [lx2d ? 

The SECRETARY FOR llAILWAYS: 
The b:,sis is laid down in the Bil1, and 
providP', for an avt~rage rn.te of 8 per cent. 
interc<;".t. Of f'OU.l"',C' 1 foi· the first year or 
'\'l:·o the intere: t rato D1[l,Y be 3 pc~r cent. or 
'"l pt'r r cnt.. risinq- to 12, ncr cent. or 15 per 
crnt. 1n later y(1 arB; bnt.. gf'ncra1Iy f;peak­
in:;) having 1·cgard to the duration of the 
franchise. the rate of interest will bo 8 per 
cnnt... \\·h1rh cannot under those eircum· 
stanc· s be rf'g-arrlod as exre.,,;in.'. .1:\t a later 
stage I shall· gi\'C hon. muoob,•rs one or two 
illustrations showing ho;v that intE'rcst "\Yill 

·ark ont jn aetual practice. 
Mr. Kmw.lx: You would not e"l1E'Ct a 

cornpan:--.7 to part with a good spl"'C. 

A,t 3.23 p.m., 
'I'h<' CHAIRi\lAN or CmnnTTEER (:\ir. Roberts. 

Hast Toowoom ba) relicYecl :Mr. Speaker in 
the chair. 

The SECRET \RY FOR RAILW.\YS: 
The bas1s of comnf'nsation ",vill havo regard 
to the takings o( the facilitv; and in that 
n ,,pect provi~ion is n1ade f~r H1P accurate 
recording of nil takings. Nothing will bo 

Hon. Godfrey ]!organ.] 
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1J1ddcn fro·11 the Govcrninent in tha.t con­
}Jcction. 

)lr. DASH: iYill not the comp('nsation be 
the difference bd,·ecn the profit made and 
tho original C'ost? 

Tho SECRETAHY FOR RAIL\Y"\YS: 
There are certain wa vs in which that matter 
will be dealt with, ;nd at a later stage I 
~hall give ccncrcto cxaraples. 

The facility must be kept in good order 
rlm·ing tho tWriod of th<" franchi;c, and at 
the expiration of that tltne ,vill bo handed 
over to tho CrO\YTI. 

Jliir. KmwAX: Is there an:· ]ll'ovi:;ion fat 
" certificate fron1 an ongi11c r to be 
obtained? 

The SECRET.\RY FOH HAIL\YAYS: 
The measure provides that the Commi sioner 
of lVIaiu Hc,nds nJay in~pect ihc facility at 
all tirnos. FLirthcr, during it··, construction 
the Commissioner "·ill have full control, and 
his oflicers arc charged with the responsi­
bility of seeing that the vvork is carried out 
in accordaHcc with the plan'" and spccifica~ 
tions which ha YO been approved. It is 
incumbent on th• holder of the franchife 
to keep the facility in good order so that 
it may be handed ov0r in a thoroughly good 
condition whc11 the frnnchise has expired. 
That responsibility is placed upon the 
shoulder, of the Commissioner of :Main 
Roads. 

Provision is made for the period of the 
franchise to be flxcd on two alternat<_: ba:cs'. 
In one ca::;c the period 111ay be fixed for a 
definite terrn of years, and in the other 8at3e 

the period of the franchise may lw deter· 
mined on the length of time required by the 
0\', ncr to recoup himself through toll col­
k~t-ionR for tb2 whole of H1e eo !:s of con­
::truct1on of the ro--d traffic facilitT', tog~.;tlJer 
"·ith thP dividend on such cost ]Hcscribcd b:·· 
1h0 Governoe jn r'ouneiL Tlwt is En 
1rnr1ort<tnt rnattcr. 

In the s0cond case the pC'riod of the 
franchi ,c vyi]] be fixed in accordance with 
th revenue d0r!Yr~d fr.Dn1 the f:1cil~ty; and 
the GoYr:rnor in Council \Vill set out 1n the 
r,c;rccmcnt th~ ciiv-idcnd to be paid. and so 
on. iYhen the owner of the facilitv has 
DLtn!n,,d sufficifmt 1noney to nwct all~ costs 
of construction. and eo forth. the facility 
will become the property of the Crown. 
'l'hc franchise may be for a long period, 
or it may be for a short period. 

:\lr. PE'BE: The periods will be more 
long than short. 

The SJWRETAEY FOE RAIL\YAYS: 
It will all depend. Certain things may 
happen. A facilitv ma'' be constructed in a 
cc1·tain pl1.,cc, and sun1~cth:ing :rnay occur 1~1 
that locdit\' ,,hich will lead to an enormous 
inercasn in' the population, \Vjth the result 
that th<> rev-enue from the toll facilitv vvill 
incrca','' b~· leaps and bounds. \VhilP, during­
the first fc 1V yC'ar~, it n1av apprnr that it 
wiH rPquire t.hirt,l or fort~ vcars to obtain 
snfficicnt revenue to ddra 'V the cost of the 
facilit.c', as a matlet· of fact" sufficient rev"enue 
ma.v be received in three or four years to 
def;.ay the cost. u 

Before I)roccedlng vvith the conFtruction 
of the fa<.ilitv. thr owner shall submit all 
plan~ and ~·peCifications to tho Corn1njssioncr 
of ;\fain Roads, and thr.1 owner ··J1all not 
proceed with the con·.truction of the work 
until such plan.; and specifications ha vc been 

[HoP. Godfrey lllorgan. 

<tppron:~.l by the Conllr.._iss~oncr. That 11ro­
vision p1·otccts the Cro\vn 111 every \Yay. 

Mr. DASH: What check is thcrr on the 
Cmn1ni~sioncr of l\1ain Roads? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILIYAYS: 
The Con1n1i6sioner of l\iain Roads \Till look 
oYer the plans', and in some case; lH'Ovision 
is made thr,t he shall draw up th· phws 
,.nd spccilictttions of th':' work. )n other 
( ._, ,_es the plans and spec1hcabons \Ylll_ he pre­
pared b0· the owner of the franchrs_c,. and 
they will be suLmittcd to the Comm1 "wncr 
of :\1ain Roads for his approval before any 
\York is done on the job. ProYision i5 n~tlde 
that the owner or the franchise \cill be 
deemed a constructing authority under tho 
Pnblic \Yorks L nds Resumption Acr That 
is onlv a matter of form. The OW!Wt' of the 
francloisc may be compcliecl b;,- the ~viinister' 
to acquire additional land at any t_in1c be~on~ 
the commpnccmf'nt of the frr.ncllbC rcnod, 
if. the l\Eni tcr is of opinion that ~uc11 afhli­
tional land arc neccs~mr~v. That. n1cans 
that rcsumptions of land will b< ma?e at the 
request of the :!\Iinist01'. 'I' he Mim, tcr \\ rll 
have po\ver to give tl1e o\vncr of n road 
tr(1ffic fEa~il1t.v posscssjon of Crov:n land 
, • n for tl 10 const mction of the 
Of, cour~e. in the ea"~ of Crown laud~, 
O\\ ner "'iYii I hrr Yf' to obtain the consent of the 
Sc~retar, for Public Lands. He ntu't giYe 
hi.:- cons0nt before the road facilit.\~ can he 
·~one on 1\·ith. All costs :incurred in cunnec~ 
l-ion 1vith LlnY re~'umr;tion of land '~lust 
be borne h~v t]~e ovvner. 

Trlf~ GoYE'l'DOl' in Council has power to fix 
a periJd for the construction of road traffic 
facilities. That is nee< ,sary because the 
work mav occupy quite a long period. The 
{ ~overno1: in C'ouncil may prf'scribe that 
the work must be carried out within a giyen 
period. 

l\1r. KIRWAN: Prov1ded a person doc)s not 
,·arry out his part of the contract, wha.t 
happens then? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW"'.YS' 
First of all, vv0 make :inqnirics into the 
f-inancial st 1ndiug of the person who mak_es 
the application. Then we ask for a _deposrt, 
which will naturally be for a consrderable 
an1ount, so we are ProtN~ted in every shape 
and form as far as it is possible to be 
protected by a Bill of this nature. 

Durin"' the progress of the works they 
will ha;'e to be examined by the Commis· 
sioner of M~in Hoads, who will havA power 
to see that the vv-orks are constructed in 
accordance with the plans and specifications 
previously approved. I have already 
explained that the whole of these ~acilities 
are under the control and supernsron of 
the Commissioner of Main Heads. ·when 
tlw works arc completed, the Commissioner 
will certifv that the works are satisfactorily 
comnleted: ancl the elate of this certificate 
';,all be the elate of the commencement of 
the franchi .e period. After construction of 
the roar! facility. the Commissioner will 
certify that <'Vetything is in order, and the 
franchise will commence from the date of 
the opening of the facility from a traffic 
point of Yiew. IYithin six months . of the 
date of such corttficate the CommiRsJOner 
of Main Roads is required to determine the 
f, ir mi· inal co·L of the roa•l traflic' fecilit:-'. 
Such co~c :;hall be the sum of~(a) The fair 
co~t of con,,rrurtion c,f the works; (b) the per­
centage (as approved by Governor in Co:m­
cil) of such cost to cover overheads durmg 
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the construction period; (c) the interest on 
such costs durin~ the construction period. 
That is one of the most important clauses 
of the Bill. The Commissioner must deter­
mine within six month·' the cost of the 
facility. so that there will be no dispute 
afterwards. Everything has to be taken 
into consideration, and it must be definitely 
laid down what is the cost of the facility, 
so that, in the event of its being resumed 
by the Crown or the local authority at any 
T)Priod, there will be no dispute in f'Onncchon 
with the amount which is to be paid for the 
resumption of the bridge. 

J\1r. KIRWAN: Is the Commissioner's deci­
sion to be final? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
In the event of a dispute, arbitration will 
be brought into vogue to settle the dispute. 
There could be nothing fairer than that. 
It is only right that the owner of tho facility 
as well as the Government should be pro­
tected. Disputes may arise, and there is 
n_othing· fairer than settling- them by m·bitl·a­
tJOn. 

Provision is also made for additional con­
struction during the franchise period. Such 
"'.YOrk rr1ay be necess,'try to provide for heavier 
traffic. and, if such work is aporoved by 
the Governor in Council, then' the fair 
original cost of such additional work shall 
also be determined in the manner provided 
for the works as ftrst constructed. Should 
it bo found nece''al-y n fter the facility has 
been used for some time to . strengthen it 
n1 a m'l:Jnp-;_· IYhH·}J 1~ not Jn'OY1, 1 f'd fer i;t i-hr· 
original agre.·}mcnt. it >.Yil] be possible for 
the Governor in Council to enter into an 
agreement for the purpose of doing the 
JH•cr ~ ""~.··ork. 

If; owing to the act of God or other 
11nforesecn circum,tanrr. beyond the control 
of tl1e O'<ner, the ro1C! traffic facilitv. or 
p~~t of it, is dcstro,-cd or damaged,' pro­
Vl~lon 1s made for the owner to r0construct 
snch works, and such v·orks ,shall be con­
sid<'rcCI as additions to the road traffic 
facility, and the fair original cost of the 
s~n1~. Tho cost of re"onstrnction or repair 
0.' oamazn ·rl11P rn nr+ nnf0 .. ·..,·c~(.-n rir01Pll­
stan?cs will he Yalnerl jnst the f'amP as the 
Orlf:nnal cost of constr,1otion, ond will ewm­
tuallv brcomo part of tho original co~t of 
the facility. 

I\ 7:. D.u•n: "\Yith an rxtrndPd franC' hi C'? 

The SECRI~T \RY FOR RAn WA Y8: It 
nJay be ncc0~c ·1l'~v to 0xtcnd thP frnnchi.-:c 
Ot it mrv not be n0r ·~::;arv. Durincr th~ 
whole of the frenchi,A pe1:io-d th 0 ~wno;: 

maintain and lunp the road traffic 
"il~ty fit for tr•fTic. J l ',YC' h('arh-

''XPlainr'd that ihc rc,pon,ibilit)· is upon the 
to co;>struct the fncility properly, dld 

th0rn 1s a re<:<pon~jbilih- on the Corn­
of :'Y[ain Roads t'o sec that tho 

carried out in a proper 1nanner. 

The GoYnrnor in Council 1na-; excrcis~ his 
ri.ght to U('qnjrf' th0 facll1tv a·ft0r the time 
laid down in the Order in· Council; and in 
that c ,so the owner will be entitled to com­
pensation equal to th0 fair original co.-t of 
the work, as I have already <''cplnincd. The 
Rill makes Y•cry c 'mplcto prm·ision for the 
'·' e~y in which compensation is to be fixerl. 

The Bill rtlso provide' that, if at the time 
of resumption the owner has received from 
the road traffic facilitv less than a c~rtain 
amount per annum, to" be prescribed by the 

Govel'nor in Council. then he will be entitled 
to recci1·c, in addhion. the sum of such 
diffcrer>ces during the period of the franchise 
that has elapsed, together ,,ith iEterest ar 
4 per cent. per ann urn on such difference .... 
In other words, should the tolls collected on 
the road facility not cover the whole of the 
eo't the ownci· "ill be entitled to Tee -ive 
the 'difference between the collections and 
that cost, plus 4 per cc>nt. That is to say. if 
'l fran~hisc is gi vcn in respect of a bridge 
1vhich costs £20,000, and during the period 
of 7·1:_c franchi~c, ·ny, twcntv years, only 
£16.000 is colicctcd, then at the end of 
twenty years, when the bridge becomes the 
property of the Government, the owner w1ll 
b_ entitled to call upon the Government to 
make good the difference of £4,000, with 
intc'rc-t at 4 per cent. for .c_, given p<'riod. 
The 0\vncr is protected in the event of the 
facilit:-· not being as profitable as he 
expected. 

The Governor in Council mav decide to 
extend the franrh:se in respect· of a given 
facilitv, and the local authority ma' be in 
fa-..-ou,: of such a course. in which case 110 

harm will be -don!'. The matter th~n c.1n be 
scti lt-d by \\ay of arbitration, if th" pf_trties 
fail to colne to an a~reemcnt on the point. 

The compPnsation payable in respect. of 
resumption shall not be chargeable agamst 
'm:· local authority unless approved by. a 
nLtjoritc- of voters in thL local _authonty 
area concerned. That is to ea:', 1f c t the 
end of the franchise the loca I authoritv has 
(o find a certain amount of money, a· vote 
o£ local authority voter" is to be held to 
t!ccido ,,, hcther the facility shall be taken 
over or r..ot. 

:\.fr. I-1 A.KLOX: \Yhat v,-c _lld be p, 1d then·: 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
A2 I have already intlict1ted, the amount of 
rHonc"T n't ,:;ivcd duri nf tho pE:'riod of the 
fnawhls•:; rnav not bP suH-icicnt to p:1:v for tho 
fa('illtv. ThC.re rnav be a f'hortag ... of, say. 
£4.000 or £5,000; ~ncl in that case a yote 
;f the ratcpa::Tor, rnud be tukcn before the 

ccnncil takes it over. 

~~h. IIANLON: If 1.hcv do no; dc<ire to take 
it' over, -,hat happpr·,l? 

SECRET;\RY F(IR HAILWJ\YS: 
:1 thcv do not drcire to take it over, the 
GoYCl't;cr in Council 1nay take it over and 
;lllow it to bo rnn b, the Commissioner of 
:\Iein Roads, as in. the ea'·" of the Log:m­
hnhnc }-ridg-e, or he rnay grant an cxt-_n ·lOll 

of t'w franchise. 
'fr. HANLON: The company must get its 

t·£·t'ucJl of capital with intcrt --;t. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
It is a fixed franchise. I£ it is for twenty 
years. and the owner ha~ only received 
:sl6.000 instead of £20,000. it "·ill be ncces­
ary for sorno arrangement to be made by 

the le _:al authoritv or tho Go·;'Qrnor in Coun­
cil for the futur~ control of the facility. 

Before a local authoritv will be permitted 
to take over the undcrtdkin;, 1 poll of the 

cttepnycrs must be taken. Thic· pail cnn 
h0 demanded if there is a debt on ihc under­
taking, even though the local authorib- n1a:, 
hn,vf· agl'ccd at the council table to take 
o "l' the undertaking. 

:: .. '[r. HAXLO'l : The con1.ractina; comp"ny \Yill 
obtain its full amount of capital and intcr<cst. 

IIon. Godfny 
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Th" SECRETARY FOR RAILvVAYS: 
\_Tcs. 

:VIr. H.\KLO!\: The people will get the 
<'row all the time. 

The SECUE'l'.~RY FOH RAILWAYS: 
"'o. The people will benefit b·. the use of 
the facility and by tho expenditure of the 
money involved. 

~dr. KTRW\1\: Thoy will hav~ to pay for it. 

The SECRETARY FOl{ RAILvVAYS: 
Th" Gmernor in Council will have ]lOwer 
to mo Jz,, by-laws dealing with road traffic 
fac-ilitie:3, and generally ensuring that 
nu.i nnu·-·, and offence~ ar; not comnl1ttPd 
on the road facility. I repeat that I ro:pnl 
thr rneasur as n most important one; nnd, 
whiht it mav not meet with the a.npro' al 
of the Oppo~ition. I feel :urc that· it will 
do a. grcnt de 1l for this Statr, partlcul ')rly 
during ,} period \vhrn \.;ork and capHal arc 
lFD;C>ntl, n"'quired. Toll br~dg, :_ arc in 0-d~t,­
t- "tee in different parts of Australia, inclu{'!ing 
( 1 tu::enR1and. and arc to be found all C\'Cr 

thr world. 
1\Tr. ~.~OP''ORD: Not controlled by pri, ate 

incliYidnrrh. 

The Sf:r<Fn<:T.\RY Ji'On HAIL'.Y 'YS: 
Yes. Thr•·e arc 243 toll bridges in tlw 1Snitecl 
State's of }\nlcricii. The CovPrnrnent b0llevn 
that thc•3c facilitic .~•hou!d bo rxtomlcd to 
priv__j_~c t'lli-r'rptisc. \'re arc not prepared to 
adopt :.h0 do~-in~thc-n1anr;cr polic~y of f'<l."Ting 
that. if the ]ocnl authoritv ~annot construct 
the fncilit? and the Govci:mncnt arc unohle 
to co•12tn•ct it, it should not be constructed 
<Jt alL Vle \Vdnt \York; \C 1.:ant progres'f<; 
and YCC w,:nt capihl; and this Bill will en~ 
cou1· 'T work~ it ill mean prorrn' ;. and 
will .et adrrtional c~pitrtl to th1' 
for l-·enc£t not only of the work0i·s 
of as wholo. I haw very 
plca<;:nro 

" That the Bill be nO\Y read a second 
time." 

~fr. PEASE 1 f!rrl,rrt) [3.43]: It i.~ om· dut:· 
to ~nard tho pnblic intcrc t. and that is 
our na' "" for opposing- tho Bill. In intra~ 
ducir" trw Bill tho l\Tinistcr oid thct it Wit 

<-• most imnortant. ono. nnd th0 fiL·st of it 
kind PYor iJ,troducod into a Parlianwnt m 

J-Io nrornised to U"iYC' the 
at tho introdurtOL·v o£ 

rcn1ark"1 Vi.'('rn. C'Onfin- to two 
column3 of "I-Iansard." He has r:,)t told u:'i· 
rrnvthinc: about tho Bill, ond whcct bP dirl 
sa:v rralh- dc,troyed a.nv merit that it had. 
Wh ·t h0 dirl sa_,. condomnecl the Bill. I 
r0p at, tl~at ihc JVrin1str-r promised to £riYe 
the fnlic· t information co;Jcorning the Bill. 
but h1s remarks \V:_'rc confin0d to b. o colnrnn~ 
of "J-Ians:::nd," :u:cl n(n. h0 1Pl1s nothing· 
dPspite th>< fact that lh0 1lil! is on~ of thi·ch:. 
three clam• . and "lau·n 6 fi~·e 
pa.,-cs. or 245 line.,. \Vhy, the is the 
ch~n1pi-on hurr.orist.! 

The Bill hk0s '" back to the' de rk ages. 
It is .a .highwa:· robbery Bill. I remember, 
w. a clnJd, readinr:,· "Dick Tnrp1n's Ride to 
Yor~_." and _I clearly rC'rnember th- part 
rcJ·u:;:mg to h1 pP ;sage through the toll Lar. 
\Ve all remember that: and I can just imag-ine 
th0 Mm1ster repoatmg- the rido of Dick 
Turpin to York. 

Tho Minister is a hors0y man. He has 
been talking to-day of g-oing back to the 
hcrso. He has been telling this House on 
this and other occasions that WEl should go 

[lion. Godfrey M:o!'grrn. 

hack to the horse. \YG c~n viwa.lise the 
i\1iui>tf'r going back to the horso. and riding 
the Lnnous horso " Surilla" un to the tell 
bar and Sti~ving, "St:,nd oe deliv(1 r! VVc­
v,:uJt C'VC'ryth·ing you have got, or you can­
not go throug·h this toll." This proposal 
bkr us back to serfdom, and no doubt we 
shall have a Bill later on that will also take 
tlw pco;J!o Lack to serfdom. Thi.s Bill take,, 
us back to the dark ages. Th· i\Iinister 
n1ay attempt to crnulatc Dick rrurpin's ride 
to York, but I how' tl111t he will not paint 
the horse on the way. 

This Bill .1 b'•)lutely ignores the local 
aa+horitic··. That is a feature which does 
:c,Jt rpcal to the Opposition. The people 
of Qu8en~lancl haYc n Local Authorities Ac+ 
Amcndnwnt Act which was given them by 
Labour. It gives to the people good melhods 
of goYerninc thcmselYes in various local 
nuthoritv section~. "_\nyone who kr!OWS anv­
thl!lf.' about lor.al anth~rities kno','.rS that thf' 
people comprising those bodie3 take a great 
i·1t<~1cst in their affahs. I an1 quite satis­
fied that. if any proposition is of anv uso 
unci will be a profitable mw. no "local 
authorit,- would stop for one moment to 
go nhnd with it. The ::'viinister might think 
that local authorities cnnnot borrow money. 
The 'rrcu urcr \'1'111 probably sn:v, "\i\rherc 
\Yill thf' nwnr~~ corno fr01n ?" Ncar1v (y:,-or, 
bank, including the Qncensland ~ationa·1 
n~1nk, h1.s told the nroplo ~h!ir their share­
},oldtT.~ .1nit dr<po~ito.rs ar0 }·'~Jking for out­
lets to invest their money. 

r\t. 3.47 )). m., 
3r1r. SPE~\1\:ER resumed the chair. 
ll:!r. l)E_l\SB; I knrn\ omcthing about 

e1:fcrpris0. I knov,' that prlvatc 
will not look at anv p. apo,ition 

i h3t is not r: 10 Per cent. onf'. Private 
Pntcrpr:~c Y>ill not~ CJYtbark c_,n building a 
rotd or brif1g·e in Qnp•n.;;laud unlc~s .t{U<Iran-

rl a 10 per cent. return. Those banking 
-rrhich arc complaining that their 
ar.c looking for avonues to invest 

their IllOJH~v) or nnv local authori.~..Y. i.vhm:_: 
scctuit·: is, the bc.st that Rnv bunk can 
!Jon•, ~YO:Jld iump at a lQ per cent. proposi­
tion. Th~: Trc ~surPr know:_; V0l'V ~,·ell that 
'"" on this side of the Chamber have at 
Ynri.:)n~ tin1c" approached hin1 for loant to 
various local authorities, anrl that he has 
turned "' down. lie has, however, granted 
loc;d nnthoritios permission to approach 
Yn::.·ions nsc;;ocia.tions. suc-h ns the A.nstralian 
Mutual Provident Society, to obtain those 
loans, and, ~.s a corF·concnce, tl1e money Vi.'as 
ohtrr in0d. Financial institutions recognise 
J P2al n nt horitics a~ b('ing as goa<i Mocurit:v 
'" the GO\·ernnwnt. \nv such loan ha· the 
backing- of the Go..-cnm1cnt. It. therefore. 
becomes a gilt-cclgcd C:'curity. The het that 
this monc:' is not unlocked at the present 
hno reflects a lack of confidence~' in the 
CovernuPnt. The Premier told the people 
that. if thcv returned his party to power, 
ihP f'~lnita] ]vin~ idle in 0nC>c;nsland becau~e 
of 1: ek of c:onfidcnrp in thA then Adminis­
t .. ·tinn \Yould imm< :liatcl.v become unlocked. 
That~ mm>rv is still in the Shic. \Vhv 
has it not lJC~,n unloekNl" vYhy is it tha't 
th0 f'uc::nslantl Natinna.l Bnnk and other 
bonb com;,lain tl'tt t·hey cannot fin·d invest~ 
m<' 1ts for their client·s' money? The hon. 
mcinbcr for Toombul \vho know.;.; -::.ornething­
n bout J\n:mc0. knmvs Ycry well that Wl 

c;;ecuritv is regarded mnrc fr"Yonra~Jlv b~. 
banking institutions than a local authority 
lnan backed by the Government. 
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is v:orth anythlng at all 
enterprise is pt'Pparcd to ullder­

thPn it is good enough for the local 
to take it on. I know of instance;;; 

snpply of clcctr;.. po\'. er and 
c·n · , v l1 , s been unch'rtakcn b-,' local autbori­
tif's. "' T~1~ lor:~ll authoritv in·" m"; c-lC'ctoratc~ 
applif'd to tl11 previous "G-overnillent for a 

to 0n1bark on an electric light propo:-al. 
Govf'nnnent authorities exnn:ined the 

proposal. found it sound. and the Govern­
ntcnt ath'anccd tho 1noncy. An;\' proposi­
t~on that. is fonncl sound 0~1 C"~an1ination will 
alwa:vs c:._nn:nand the nrccssarv money. 
y,Thrr.t i·: the result? rrhc local anthorit~ ('Qll­
t_·olHnr.r th0 sunpl;T of clPctrie light in mv 
nrc,;, is ! t_ ir:r intPre~t and rndcrr.-ption, -~ncL 
in additir:n, showing a p;:ofit. No one cnn 
tell m thot private enterprise will jump at 
a pror-•sition that a local authorit)' will r.ot 
und -rtakc. Th~ ~.Iinidcr did not tell us 
that priYatc 0ntPrprise> -.,;vould take on an~7 

that a loc a! authorit~· would 
I arn quit~ satisfip I tb 't HH} 

Gov0rnrn ~11t a :-0 ill ~n dviscd -i:1 attcznpt1ng 
tln'· trlcrridir>g of ]ornl authorities. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We are not. 

lVIr. PE·:\.SE: You arc. It ·1roulrl suit the 
Go..-c :n0nt hctt0r to restore confirlence in 
1hE> The Government said they 

and unlock all the monev 
sLo11lrl ],c available for rcproductiv:J 

-·work. Nn grenter conflemnation of tho 
can h• found than the report 

en lnnrl ::'\ationd Rank to ib 
thot- thc•·e ie: plenty of moneY 

"' ··llahL•. h11t that in tho nrps· nt state of 
th-)'" v ho control that monev will 
~t. !JL In pffef't, thev hflVf' n~ Cc)n­

in · thP GoYcrnmcnt:- Jf thev had 
in thf' GovPTnm0nt anr1 in any 

of the 'l!'OTJG 'tione which tlw Minist0r tells 
tn \Yill l10 snbmitt.Prl. ~nrPlv thf'Y V\'on1d 
m -J:::f' n- n t 1nc•P0 ,, nva!la blo ! . Th0. Govern­
m(~nt .-,n1d rtllo'v the local a11thor-itir~ to 
horro\Y th0 monP.Y. anrl in those circun1-
stanr~.~-- it \YO:l1rl he n perfectly safe invr~t­
nH''lt. Thr po~~jtion i~ that monPv is avail­
able. Al! thnt iR ,,·anted is 0onfirlcnce. and 
"-hat ie prcvcntine: the rot'-lrn of that con~ 
f\clcnc.: is t!"c 1 ol'cy of the present Govern­
ment. 

Tb0 TRE.-\fH~Up_·n: The cause is vour state­
ment that :·ou ':'i:on't pay interest·. 

}\:r. PEA~E: Tho GovcrnmPnt said quite 
dPtlnitclv jn the polir·,- snccr-h on 'vhich the~; 
appcc"]cti to the ·c, ur{tr}; that. if they wer~ 
returned t) po\vor, people vvould in1mcdi­
atcly have confidence, aud ht!.-c sums of 
money would be unlocked, re-,ultiilg in every· 
bodY being prosperous. IV e ha vc the doli. 
nitc shtcmont that plenty of money is 
availa,ble in Queensland ~va,Iting to bo 
unlocked, and I need hardlv say that, as 
soon as there is a change ~,f Government, 
that capital will be unlocked. (Government 
laughter.) 

Tho Minister has really given us no infcn'­
mation about this Bill. In order to ascer· 
t~in its contents we have had to study it 
QUrselYes. One most si;;nificant staten1ent 
was 1nadc by the hen. gentl0n1an when, at 
the conclusion of his speech, he said that, 
no !!latter what else may happen, the in ves­
tors must get their monev back. That menns 
that in the end the public have to pay for 
all the white elephants. The local authori-

i;,. concerned >tre not asked whether or 
nDt they approYc of those propoJit?ons. 

The PREMIER : Oh, yes, they are. 

);Ir. PEASE: There is no provi.<ion for 
a poll on the initiation of a scheme, although 
tl"-' Bill provides for a poll in connection 
"·ith the acquisition of an exi,ting facility. 
The po::;ition is far worse than that .-in r~spE:ct 
of the tramways franchise which was gi.-en 
to Badger. 

In this anrJ in previous sL33IOJJ'> of Parlia.­
nwnt thr> 'TrPttSti.rer i~n) said tlw1· \Ye on 
this side of the House advoc -.te iJCcreasod 
taxation. Do the Govern~n''''t not realise 
tLat this 1' ure rnc0n,;; nL'l'e taxation'? 
The Go-. ornmont are going to tax people 
for (;rossing a bridge or f'rossjng a road. 
>: o 1YO'Jdcr this party haR decided to oppose 
1 he Bill. which i~ not diff~f!)nt front any 

Bill the Go• •?rnmcnt have intra~ 
"od. ir a::r it mt·~nl~ d1c: taxat:ion of 

)Wople. 0iot. only th>tt, but the taxa-
tion is not t 1ujtable. For example, what 
i::: ":air.~ to happen to people who have no 
n1m!e , and ~, ho hav0 to pa:; for the right 
to cross a road which is the sub;ect of a 
j~.,lJ' The v:hol<> position is absurd. 

Thi;;; like the Government generally, 

\Yho nske-1 for this men cure? TJid the 
.Did Dri:.l_1 110 (;jt~- Cou~1cil G.,k for it? 

Did 

n'<k for 
ask for 1t? 

ask for it·: 
:fl,T!·. :\nl::.U): Ye~. 

1s Pnt.irch :t " .. ;o· 
Lon...l :~~-a ·,'or u, a 

n1~1~. 'I~1P Lord IvinYoi~ thi-:> 
olet ,c.t b a eo .s· :ler nlHlll.: 'i' 

~tncl he ty::;-

.. The coun, il should be consultor! a h•mr 
an· llropo,..;ul that m'-'·~· b(~ advant d.)' 

!tnd 1 hen hL~ goc-· on to say-
.. { ~0\"C·.:"ntuc-nt intcl'[cruH·:: in rnuniclp;:d 

:'.cln1ini~trntion has had lHl~ort:__tn·o.t-:_' 
re2-ult.,," 

The PnE~1HEn: Qultc ~-ight. 

nr. PEASe;: Ye, 
1-o~ct .. v. Thi·- Bill ;s 

a1: l it is nuitc ri:.;-1tt 
abO)olute Govcrnm8nt 

admini .. tra1 ion -:.0 

is conrcrncd. 
tlJP 

The Pnr:nLER: \Ve are doing nothjng like 
vonr Governrncnt did in connoct·ion 1vith thl' 

\Vater Suppl;. a:nd bcvrerage 

~\-~r. PEASE: Th~ Govcrnrnent arP d.oln.cr 
v.-or~·c th~u \Vc did. This is entirely -

Bill; and the only p, ople 
arc concerned ~bout are the 

"go-g...:ttcr~.n "\vho arc out to rnakP money 
by pxploiting tho people. In tho Bill thn 
~Jrinciple of political patronag·e is introduced. 
The Govcrnn1cnt baYC it in all their Bills. 
.\ecording to the Bill. the Minister may 
;mblicly aclvorti:,~ for the submiscion to him 
of toll proposah for rood traffic faci!iti' ~.­
or he Jna:;~ consider proposals submitted 
.,,ithout any advertising. That is not to pro. 
tect the people, but to protect these " go· 
r;cttcr" companies' which keep the Govern­
ment in power to do exactly as they want 
them to do. This Bill is for the purposG 

Mr. Pease.] 
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of fanning out conccs~.ions, as our Leadel' 
poi11ted OLLt when he opposed the Bill at its 
jnitiatory ·~tage. lt is a ''go-getters' n Bill, 
and I arr1 ,:;urDri:::;,cd at the Governrncnt 
bringing it for\vUrd. If there is any adYan-

in L:JO Bill to private enlc1·prise, t:;J.:Y 
\Ynnt a return of at lcn.<t 10 per n~nt. 

~_i_r. :\n1;.1o: \Yho Sdid so? 

l\Ir. PEASE: I f''ay so. ::\"o private c•ntcr 
prise to-day will look rrt anything under 
10 per cent. Ill tho :\orth we had people 
who were prcpm·cd to loan money to local 
authoriLl~..:s. ~nginecrs and others v. Pro pre­
pared to fSCt rnone:.· fron1 OVCl>cas to lend 
to lo< tl authorities; and they ·}·anted Hl per 
cent. before they \Yould take 0e1 any project 
\vhat{;vcr. ?\ aturally, the Uovcrnrncnt \Vould 
have to bnn such proposals dov.;n. Let r,-, 
exarnlric the bYo roads that arc no·.,_~ operatjng 
nnder th:s toll syston1-the Tan1bourinc ~1oun­
tain road and the Cairns Tableland road. 
According to the figures supplied by the 
:\Iini,t r in reply to questions' asked the other 
da ....-, the an1ount collecLed on the Ta.~_:lbouri:nB 
:\IotE_tain road 'vas £633 ~<::. 9d., .and the 
cost of colle' tion was £204 1s. 8d. The net 
n'Ycnuc \\·as £ ~-29 2-. ld. in clt. vcn r.uonth 
\ }n the C'uirns Tableland road the amount 
colleetcd was £914 3> ., which cc- .t £622 5~. 5d. 
tc· col1cet, L ,'.Ying a net rcYenuc of £2S~ 
17s. 7d. in ten ::.nonths. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR RAIL \VAH . It did Hot 
cost that amount to collect. 

1\fr. PEASE: That was the 
HlOnt.iJ:::. That is the aib\YCr to 
ask eel. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Read it! 

::.V1r. PEASE:-
" When questioned by Mr. G. Pollock 

(L., Grcgory) in the Legislative Assembly 
ye tcrday, the Minister for Railways and 
Mai!l Roads (Mr. Godfrey Morgan) said 
that there wore only three toll bridg·es 
or l'O<Hl·- in Qul·ensla 1d-th~ Tan1bounL.: 
Mountain road, the Cairns Tableland 
road, and the Loganholme Bridge. The 
gro' · tolb and the cost of coliection 
w,:re a fc.llo···.s :--Ta.lnbouri11C ~\loulJiaia 
road, from 8th August, 1930, to 30th 
J unt, 1931, £633 3s. 9d. and £204 1s. 8d. 
respectively, Cairns Tableland road, 
from 1st September, 1930, to 30th June, 
1931, £914 3s. and £622 5s. 5d. The toll 
collection on the Log-anholme Bridge 
commenced on 1st July, 1931." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You left 
that out. 

Mr. PE \SE: I have not left anything 
out. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR RAILWAYc: Read from 
" 1-lansard " ! 

::Ylr. PEASE : The hon. gentleman is talk­
ing about building tourist roads. The Pre 
micr asked why the local authoritit; shonld 
be S<tddled with the cost of tourist roads 
which are practically non-payable. Will 
pnvate enterprise build tourist roads if thev 
an' 11011-p:n,'.able '? P1·iyatc cnternri:-:e vv-itl 
build nothing that is not profita!~le. 

The Opposition oppose the Bill because 
it is totally against the public interests. 
There is aLo another o-reat dano-er in the 
Bi)l. The Bill permits of this" principle 
he_mg extended to other things besides roads 
-Jt can be Dxtended to roads. railways. and 
harbours and riYcrs. I refer now to an 

[Jlr. Pease. 

article in " Truth," which also contained 
the photograph of the hon. member for 
Enogg-era. It states in the prospectus in 
regard to the making of an agreement that 
a certain company is formed-

" To acquire the right . . to 
charge tolls in respect of the use of such 
constructions, and later, to construct 
tramways, railways, bridges, harbours, 
reservoir~:., watercourses, wharves, tele­
graphs, tolophom' sawmills, 
hotels, transport, and postal arrange~ 
ments." 

rrhat is tho " nigger in the woodpile n in 
this Bill. I recognise that no business pro~ 
position will tctke on anything that will 
not show a proh of 10 per cent., and I 
know of no tourist roads or bridges in 
Quoon:Jand that will return 10 per cent. 
lf you extend this proposal to railways, 
h __ rbours and rivers, and other things, there 
may be something in it. That is what we 
are afraid of. This Bill will give the Minis~ 
ter power to give concessions to build rail­
ways and to take over harbours and collect 
dues. 

When the Minister was in Cairns not long 
ago, he pointed out to a deputation with 
regard to tho harbour board that, in his 
r;Linioll, h;J:lx.nJ' boards n1:r::ht u· nb ):i 11rd 
a~d the Railway Dep;-rt'ment or other 
department might take them over. If he 
had that in mind, he probably has now in 
1nind the giving of a concession in respect 
of harbours and railways. What is to pre­
vent him giving a valuable concession or 
monopoly to a shipping company? The 
Minister has power under the Bill to give 
conc€'-sions to a shipping company, enabling 
it to exploit the people in connection with a 
harbour. 

I notic" that the Government arc giving 
cr-rtain conrf· ion~ which in\rol c C1 i::Juild­
ing· of a harbour iu Car-cl 'IYcll. ThPr0 i;.; a 
1·, iblc C01l'"~ssion thcr0 which might be 
vcn valua blc. The Bill will enable the 
Govommont to g-ive concessions with regard 
t,o railv.ays. harbours and rivers, and other 
1natters. It is significant that tho ideas 
contained in the prospectus of the " go­
getting" company in which the hon. member 
for Oxlcy and the hon. member for Enog-g-era 
aro intcrc~;ted an\ contained in this Bill. 

Local authoritjps already }Htve po\vcr to do 
eyprything contained in the Bill. \Vhat 
rnorc do the p0ople o£ Queensland '\Vant? 
If a propo:;<ition is not good enough to 
juctify a local authority going- in fm it, 
then it is no good to anybody. If it js 

c•nough fo1· a local anthoritv. if it will 
bv tho Goyen~nlc.,.n'.-: office-1 '. 

will ;how a good return, then 
;my local authority can got the necr '-;ary 

cjtl10r from the Govt•rnmont or fToln 
outsich \Yith tlw backinl' of the 

I am quit< satisfied that there 
is plenty of money in Queensland for any 
lot ,l 1 at.thorlt.;- propo:3als whiLh will pay 
interest and redemption. 

A GovEIC\::\:!:E~T 1.\:IE::.IBEH: Y~ou can't have 
had any experience. 

1\Ir. PEASE: I han· been on man local 
, uthoritios. and I know verv well that a 
1( .d authority's backing 1s considered by a 
)· tnk or any other lending body as quite 
<·qual to that of the Government. The 
Council of the Citv of Brisbane has authority 
tn borrow 1non0yv in London or e1Relvhcr8 
cYr-rscas; and no n1an can tell me that the-
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local authorities will not build bridges or 
roads if th0y are payable. In any case. 
this Bill is n'!t duigncd to built1 bridges 
and roads which are not payable. It is 
designed to giYo yaluable concessions to 
H go-getting " con1panics. It can be 
extended to railways and harbours. Know­
ing the GoYcrnment. wo know why thev 
arc seeking to giYe this opportunity to other 
persons than loc.d anthorities. Local authori­
ties are not availing themerlves of their 
po\vers, l10canse such proposition;;: arc not 
payable. If th<w were payable propositions, 
the local authorities in and around Brisbane 
would be the first to get the money and 
<"'trry them out themsclvc'. They would not 
touch anything which is not sound; and 
b0fOI"f thc~:v can borrov.- rnon0y for any pro­
ject thP Co.t:tmis.;iOt1Cr of l\.fain Road:: or 
oth0r _offir0r has to pas\ it as b('ing sound. 
Th•tt IS the only cow;ickration which should 
\'.'Cigh \Yith ll'"; and it lll'OVC'S that the 13)]1 
i~ not rksirable. I am "atisficd tho,t it is 
not dc~i~-~·nf'cl to onab;0 an, boct~ to build 
brid~:c<;j and road:'-! \Yhich ~-re 1~ot pavabl(' 
propositions. It i~ de~i~ncd to rrivp" con­
ccs~lons ?irn-ilar to those '' hich v, or/: given to 
their friO'lds by the pr~deccswrs of hrm. 

O,Jpositc. It is cl0signcd to give 
to " go-getting " companic .. 

'f\"e haH' hoard a good deal about privah 
{'nterpri~e as being supPrior to governnu~ntal 
or muniripal control. It is a verv corn·mon 
thing for newspaJ1ers and JWoplc ihrou«hout 
Au:::tra1ia to clrcrv Govcrnrncnt tra(lit~o- or 
('nterpriscs, and i:o ny that only prfvab 
cntcrpri::.tf' pa:,:- I.et ns review thC position 
as it i--, surnn1arisccl in tho "l\lonthlv 
Bull0tin" on _._t\nstralian business conditioTI·. 
published by the Heming·wav and Robert­
son and Alc"andcr Hamilton Institute. rccoo-­
nised accountancy advisers throughout the 
Commomvcalth. In the is·•uc of October 
1929, ·dcrding \Yith a review of public finance~ 
of gm·ernm0ntal activities, that organ 

" Criticism ha~ a1Po b('Pn lcYPHed at 
·,-·ha' j, rl<'cmcd to bP the nnnrofitablc 
me of lo:t'' man v. It <hould not be 
nn rlook0d. hmi'Cver, that it is manifestlv 
in1p,.' iblc to get the maxin111111 efficien< \~ 

the adrnini,tmtion of borrowed money. 
expectation of 100 per cent. efficieccy 

in :;:uch adrnln:i~tration can, under prc~ 
f'' :imperf0ct c>onditions, never be 

cl. A margin for uneconomic 
(
1 Xpenrliturc should b0 al1o\vcf!. cvnn 
t1~ m~h it niay be indefensible in prin­
ci;-dE- for it is not ahvavs the- Go,·ern­
r- cnh v.-ho 8 re to b1arrw. ~ Fo ,· r:-xnn1ple. 
ropular sentiment after the Y.ar forvd 
the i>,ne over the sctt.lcmcnt of the 
1Y·tunn~il soldirrs, with what rf'~ult T,T,

7 e 
have been made onlv too familiar. If 
n. thoron~Sh analYsis ~ould be conducted. 
it \YOnld probabl" be found that not 
mon' than 75 per cent. to SO per cent. 
of b::>rrowed moncv is efficienth used in 
tt!lv conntr:. Ev~cn so. this·- ratio of 
succc :.: to failure is g-r( 'ltflr than is 
comiclOn lv oxperiencetl in privatP indus­
try. which i' not subied to the elaborate 
nncl conc0 ntrated public analv:;is u-ualh 
applied to Government entorprise." ' 

The noint I am b·,·ing to make i' that the 
peoplP rrre too fond of dc•crvine: municipal 
Pntcrpriec and saying that 'priYato enter­
prisp io much bcttc1·. Evervone reali::-cs that 
priYate enternrise fails in ·exactlv the same 
way as municipal or State enterprises. 

:Hr. :'\nt:\!0: BLit only the individual suffen 
in the case of priYate entcrpri;:;e. 

:\Ir. PEASE: The City Electric Light 
Cornpany in Brisbane has a ror:cC':::~f'i(Jll in con. 
nection with the suppb of electric encrg·y 
·to Ips·wich, and it is n1sking n hand?r~mle 
:;·rof:t by exploiting the pcoplr. 

}ir. ::\r:\T::\10: That is wrong. 

:.VIr. PEASE: It is not vvrong. The con1-
pJ,ny is exploiting the p--oph Lucausc~ it 
must obtain profits to C>nable it to pay divi­
dcncls. If that eledric light nndortaking 
:~~·re controlled b:;. the Brisb" no a:1d Ipsv;icit 
t •ty Councils for the benefit of the people. 
'Le coor of the electric. energ;, to tlH' pcopl0 
would be reduced and the public 1':ould 
1J(~ncfit. 

LPt us cxan1ine what is happ ning in 
Tovvnsville, Cairn:'l 1 and Innisfail, \vhero the 
dcctl"ic light ,chemes a re controlled by the 
rcspecti·n_"" local aut.horitic-·,. The Govcrr~rncnt 
•r. mted the franchise, the locnl authoritv 

the neccssar~~T money .and \-vcn'"t 
with the e!ectnc instailation. The 
in those areas are enjoying chc 1p 
energ:; ; and the local authoritv IS 

pay interest and redemption in a'dcli­
to proviaing sufficient income to enable 

reduce the cost of the elcetric energy 
people. In the case of tht~ local 

autllorii,'. the ,, hole ,Jf the profits· t;o to 
the people, bnt in the eo:. of priv tk enter­
} ·i~.e the profits go to " go-g·ctting ·' corn­
runi( ,;. ThP Gov('rnlncnt are nO\Y unxious 
1 o extend thc--.l~ tl'adin.~ facilities Lv th( ir 
application to roads and bridg·.s_ rrhe~ 1\1inis~ 
:, ,. in charge of the Diil '·aid that the 
( lpposition wore fooli'h to on pose a Dill 
. hi eh would pr'!viclo y. ark fo1; the people; 
l<nt I would remmd }urn that the hon. mem­
hf'r for Oxlc~- in particu.Ltr and tlle hon. 
nir-Jnbcr for Enoggera wPrc interested in !l 

pmpo.oal to construct n bridge over the 
Brisbane River at IndooroonilhT nndor a 
:::chrnle E":llabling \VOrkcrs to-'- b0 CYnploycd 
·\)r thei1· tucker. Thcv wcro to rC'cCive 

.upons' in retmn for t"heir lahonr. 

}Ir. I~ERR: That is untrue. 

·~\Ir. PEASE: rrhat ~.·-as one of tlw l:0rn1s 
of the proposal, according to the. prc''· J\'o 
rn.oney \Yas to be paid, but coupons '.-vcre to be 
i 'll8d r0decmable by ih" butcher. the baker. 
the grocer. and other trades. The -\ii11isb:r· 
s<Lid that the Bill would proYide work; but 
thcro is no provision to H· -d; ,,ff _' t i~1 thc:­
Jncasurc. There is no provjsion th"t the 
\YOrk shall be carried out on the f·.t3.: 3 of 
:l.V, an-t rates. The Government are gojng 
io allow private enterprise to exploit the 
people. Do the Government propose that 
thCSf' works sh dl bo carried out on tho 
rclirf y;,·ork ha.js; or is pri,Tatc enterprj,:;,::> 
to be- "Sivon the right to explojt the ·worker? 

:\1r. KERR: ?\o. 

?ilr. PEASE: The Bill io' a furthn example 
of tbe GoYcl·nrnPnt'·. co!np1etc lack of s.·vrn­

in n1~1tt.crs Yrhere the public i::1t.crcst 
concern~~]. Like all their legislation. it 
Cdn~picHO.l'' hv the fact that lt rnakE:~s 

''O attempt to j[t,tify or to enunciate any 
mnd principle. The Minister dicl not j n-,tif:,~ 

the Bill in any particuhr. The fact that 
local authorities ·which now havf' po\YCr to 
J.~ .. _v tolls ha Ye not proceeded with ,_.~orl;s 
under the toll method indicates that the 
peopl<> regard this principle as obnoxious and 
a., a relic of ceduries ngo. The Oppo~ition 

~Mr. Pease.] 
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are opposed to the Bill. \Ve eay that it is 
a " go-getters'" Bill, and that cc ,·tain pro­
vis·iou,3 of it can bo ,tpl)lieJ to raihvay:::, 
harbours, and goodness knows '\ hnt c·bC'. It 
is a dangerous Bill, and the Hol!Se would 
be WC'll advised to vote against rt. 

c.Ir. L\DEIO (O.rlr y) [ci.14]: I hop,, rLat 
the Bill will be passed tlli'ouzh all it' staoe·. 

)~r. PE-'·.i::~E: Of couLo you de. 

Mr. ~\iLllVIO: The Deputy Leader of tlw 
Opposition uiudo a, grcu.t song about toll.:-; 
but I \\'oulcl reminc: him that a toll mLht 
be paid Oil every ldter dcpmited at the• ]' ·st 
office. lle rc:ft._:-l·cd to ruib.vays; but thi~ 
facility and other facilitie" demand a toll 
charge for '"·-·Tviccs iendcred. The Bill J~ 
LOt an ent-irely ne1.r one, because it. i~ -;e·ll 
knov;n that ta·ll bridges are in opcrauon l11 

of the 1.:0_ 1 t.,. The-re• .are D~<l,llV 
in Scotland and the United :-~i octL~.3 

Thl. princ::ple is a good or~o. 

:Oeput:> Leader rf the- Oppo· liicn. 
to tho connc( tion of the hurL rucn:..­
Enoggcr L and rnysolf \, iih •· go­

getting" COllli-·_1.nit;~~- I adn1it that thD ho11. 
Inernlwr fol· E1lO£tccra nnd lll,-.~df ··ere et- ·.o­
ci"'' 1 Ycit!J the f~r:r.cation of I'ub!ic Develop· 

I i111itcd; but a.J3ociatiun vvith 

rion 
PUHJ.LC1' oi 
Ul'Ca. l au1 nut 
i.:1 C(;llnc·:tio:t wjth 
<H!.ythin~..-. I con1o 
l an1 plea~[ J to sfl y 

t • cnd:'aYOUl' 

ci.Yort..:., Illl _ rc~st '·as •--.6rnuLc·, d. _:l_s 
v. a~" n•gi~tered, both 
:Enoggcra .and Ill}' elt 

~DOH HS 

the hon. 
witLdrc\'1 

l,'fr. 1-IA~LOK: You 
\ e.':·o exposed. 

withdre-yr a2 ~oon as 

v, s nothing to 
a 1nurter of. prin­
Vi'ith anything cf 

I arn in public l1fe 
wl1l'·l-; l c.:.rn likely to :tnak1.: a profit. 

vnong "\Yith the co~lstru.:::-
Only thocQ who m·' 

upon to fHcy the toll. 
Tbe cro:·3-l'iYcr C~Jrn1ni:ssion rc-.:onuncncl t.b.c 
con,,truction of a br.ic 1gc across the Brisba11G 
Riv-er at K~ngaroo J_)oint. 

1lr. WrLSON: \Yhy did your Gonrnment 
turn it d{nvn .' 

:=~.Ir. ::\l~i~\10: Tl1ere was no po::,sibjlity 
of the City Council becuring the necessary 
finance. 

Mr. HANLON: Ycm authorised the construc­
tion of a bridge where it was not wanted. 

:.1r. NL\HdO: I admit that the Grey-street 
bridge \vill not be of the same service as a 
bridge bt!ilt at Kangeroo Point; but I 
believe that the Kan;proo Point bridge wili 
be built. It w!ll cnr·, as much t'nftic ac the 
Grey-street bridge vvill carry. I am sorry 
that so much money has been spent on that 
bridge. 

Tho Deputy Loader of tho Opposition 
referred to the concessions given to the late 
JVIr. J. S. Badger to const·ruct tramways in 
this city. He mentioned that matter in bad 
taste. A great wrong has been inflicted on 
this city by the hon. member's Government 
forcing the Brisbane City Council to take 
over the tram,,·ay system. It would have 

[Mr. Pease. 

bLt-'n far better for th0rn not to have inter­
fCl'ed with it. During lhe war period Nlr. 
Bu.d_gcr desired to incre 'SO tlh) prjce of penny 
tram fares to 2d., but he 11 as not ailowed to 
do so. Yet aln1ost irnnH'diatelv :tfii.:r the 
:Drisba no City Council t ~su1ncd~ control of 
the tramways the price of tickets for the 
fir.3t sr·ction was raised to 2d. 

Therll is a t:·ndency all over the world 
to-day to encourage privat,; enterprise. It 
i rccogGisc.cJ that it the only possible way 
,,.o can get out of slough of despond 
in which we find to-dew. I\'lillion:; 
(Jf pounds \Vcrc \VastL'd bv the l~tto Govern· 
mLnt on Stare enterprise,-' ami, should they 
bL' returncJ to po1ver I a111 sure they 

ill cctcil traJ-
,,.,.. f only 

money 
arc if a 

C>ntcrp.!'I:-30 fails, the cmrnnunitv 
taxed to 1nake good the lo<ss. 1\o hardshi{;. 

\Yill be i1·1Hicted on an v nerson the rorl-
·.trnction of toll bridgt~" ~nd because 
iL rno t cases LJterna~·jy,.; ft!,ciliLi~.:J all-:\ aYail­
;, ble, nlrhough the 1 tt:.:1· ;! J,y 110t be quite 
· o ecn '.r,:nimn.. Pt..·onlu \, ;u :nt be lorccd to 
u.se tllc toll faclli£ies. 

~ ir. DuxLCP: ThC'n, wh~- build the'n? 

::VIr. NlMJ\:1:0: What we r.w8t nrgentlj 
want to-day is the constl·uction of desirable 
facilities vv-hich will provide avcnuej of 
ornployrnent for nun1erous persons who are 
unemployed at present, and which will at 
the sarne time be self-supporting. I£ the 
three bridges contemplated in the metropoli­
' ~n area are proceeded with-more particu­
larly the Kangaroo Point bridge-it wili 
have a benelicial effect on the community. 

:\1r. BEDFORD: This is only a big Ballarat. 
Brisbane is not a city; it is only a big 
viilage. 

:\fr. 1:\IMMO: The trouble with hon. rnem­
be s opposite is thrrt they have done every­
thing they pos.;ibly can to discredit the 
countrv. In Queensland \Ye hctve one of 
th0 f!1~·cst r- O'lPti:ie" in the \vorld, and it is 
nnfortun;:~t~~ that, to a certain extent~ we 
a ro :__ot allo\ved io carve ont OLtr o\:rn d'£3tiny: 
othen,-iscJ we could do much mo1·c than We 
aro doing. 

Only recently the GoYernmcnt constructed 
a briclgP at Coor:ncra, ',' hich provided a 
considerable amonnt of work, and now ren­
ders a grea~; sE~rvice to the travelling public. 
The co;"truction of a bridge over the Logan 
H.iver ·was r.'lade on sound business lines) 
and it is anticipated that in three or four 
years the cmt of that bridge will be 
recovered by means of the toll SJStcrn, under 
\Vhich the same charge is n1ade as was made· 
for the less convenie-nt ferry facility, \vhich 
often entailed a dclav of three or four hours 
to travellen·. Surely. hon. members opposite 
will agree that. under those circumstances, 
wo are p1·orr-cdinr on sound business lines. 
I am vit8 Ilv intcrcdcd in the proposed 
Indooroopilly .. hridp;e which will be of con­
siderable benefit to the whole of the people 
in the western enburbs. After all, a toll 
bridge will entail no more expense on the 
users than the existing ferry does. besides 
whic 1, the bridge will be much more con­
venient. That bridge will serve other locali­
t.ie,, including Ipswich and the country 
extending from there to the Darling Downs. 
A traffic bridge at Indooroopilly will give 
these people a perfect gatewav to Brisbane, 
free from the present congestion at Victoria 
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Bridge. _\.s a matter of fact, the congested 
nature of the traffic on Victoria Bridge is 
viewed with considerable concern by many 
motorists, so that a clear run through to 
Brisbane per n1edium of the suggested bridge 
at Indooroopilly would be of benefit in more 
ways than one. People will be able to drive 
straight from the city over the Indooroopilly 
bridge to tho western suburbs without any 
cong-0stion at all. The Indooroopilly bridge 
\Vlll also provide the missing link of a very 
fine toueist run fm· visitors, who we hope 
will corne here in increasing numbers. I 
refer to a run from the centre of the city 
to thH Lf'<nrtiful snbu··bs J11 th0 "est, rn 
nre.:,-Chc·lmc·, GraceYilJe Shcnyood a,td 
Corincla-rr<.nrning via ' Yoronga ' and 

Rlll_ rointing t}J]~ out to 
pe·opJ·' ~ ho ;Jrr> irr.-('~·~-ill''' 

monev m the bridge, while providing 
a large anwuut of cmp1oylnont, will have a 
wonderful investment for themselves. There 
is no possibilitv of the Government or the 
City Council bi:1ilding- that bridge, but pri­
vat --' enterprise is going to build it. 

?v1r. HANLON : It is? 

Mr. NIM:'\10: Y'"· 
}Hr. HANLON : 'Vhe t ue the terms? 

:"DC\TO: According- to my reading 
'-~rll. the te:ms at that the;c people 

the~ -..vhoie of 1.1Lir rnunoy back 
perc·notJgc is arrang~d. 

~11'. L,1_ 
taJki11g ·1ho:.Jt a y 
their 1nonc· back 
of 8 per c0nt.? 

is the ri:::k vou 1,· ere 
a eo if tlu'v ~rnust ~et 

interr -}t ; t th.._: rdte 

Mr. NLVDTO: The people who build the 
brid~··e will run no r-isk bccanso there i:-J no 
c:oubt thv_t this Stato will con1c into its 
ovvn. Thf. c1ty \viH be a very flour:.,,lJing 
coutre, aud the people who build the bridge 
'. ill get the whole of their money back plus 
~5 por c L t. 

Mr. }IANLON : I-Lts this company got the 
money to build the bridge? 

Mr. l'JI=u:-IO: Certainly. 
I.'r. HAXLO'\: \Cc can't. the,,- lend it to 

the City Council? 

Mr. NnDIO: The bridge ,.-ill connect up 
tho f ~lbnrbs on tho north and south r :clc.'s 0. 

the rivec. I understand a grf'a.t deal of 
the capita~ is . con1ing h·orn overseas, and 
we ~Jught t? givP every cncouragcrnent fc.r 
outside c .tp1tal to con1e to this State. If 
we c3..n r::=:t ontside ca.pital invested in the 
~tB.t:-!,. every per~~n "\Vno invest;;; that capital 
IS gOID£S to be Interc :.~tod in the progress 
of the State. 

J\.ir. SToP-"ORD: ~ .... ou know you \von't get 
t':at capital. 

:Olr. ::"H:VI:\10 : If we took anv notice of 
hon. members opposite 01- of their Deputy 
Leader, we \vould not get tho capital 
because, according to tbose hon. m ern bers' 
they woulcl not 11ay any interest. ' 

l\1r. S•roPFORD: \Vho said that? 

Mr. NHD-10: Yonr Deputy Leader said 
so. I arn· Slle'1 king ab ... oJntely as a Queeus­
lunder, alld not a.; a politician. The hon. 
member for \Y arrcgo shakes his head, but 
God help u,, if we were eJl like him. vVe 
all ought to co-operate and put this Bill 
through a, qnickly as pc.JSiblc. \Ve should 
get right on the job, a.nd get one of theee 
projects stadcd immediately. '0/c ought to 
get to work immediately; and, if we do, 

it ~~'ill hel11 to re:;:torc the confidmtce in the 
~~ta<:D which ha.s ~t'COn so lacking duTing tho 

f-ln; or s1x yenn:>. but \\'hich is gradu­
bciEg regained. The 1?o1nt 

\\ill J1l'OYido SO 
should be the ain1 of rvcry lh"Jn. u1ern­

ber to get th:tt bridge constructed. The 
wLo!e of the bri.d~~es arc going to be con­
structul h:· local iahour. 

I iHLYO rnuch plcas'uro in supporting the 
Bill, and in congratulating· the :;'i.:Lini~1>~1· 
011 the very explicit manner in which he 
explained the V"Oil;.lc:rful ~a~c~·Har l ,,vhlcit 
arc placed in the Hill tt• protect lh,, public. 
Every clause of the Bill has been ll'lv3t carc­
fn1lp _;ono into, and the interest cotb of 
L~o public and the investors are p1 otected. 
I hope tho Bill with go through quid;:". 

i\Lr. CuDPEit (Brcmcr) [4.31]: 1i one 
\\ . .1,ntcd any kno1-vleclge on the po1nt, 1 tlu11t:: 
tL,_~ :-.lJl~'_:h \0 lutYe jut ;lf::~ur'lL iiO~llldC lJCn. 

lHClltuc · for Uxley hus convinced us th~1t this 
is anothu iJlu,tration of the great rutih 
that cap1ta I is beginning to rnako in dn·ec:­
tions in which it has Leen prolubitcd in the 
past. It is now at.tcrr1pting to iuYade L:l) 
U.cl!Htin frorn which it wa~ specifically ex­
Cluded Ly the v;isc ]egi ,lat:lvu ut lJ<.tst 
~iccaclc;:-. lt i;:; rc:;re1tnUle tlu:.t lll tlua year 
ul ;._:!,T<~c:P an att{'Htpt ls beiHg 1naJe to atta2k 
Lhe ri~_ b.~ which lu1Ye been rccog.11i ,_d ae 
l,dongm[;' to the people. Pro b.• lliy et wa;; 
ubout u uundreJ ··ears ago that the ~ :ccllange 
of cOilllnoditit.." between corrnnunitiv,, led to 
the expansion oi trade and conlliWFCC; Lut 
u~w ot the gre:ltl' L hindrances to th..:; c: ... r;<.ul­
::::ion of t1 .tdc and corrnncrce in those davs 
'<VJ.t'l tlle tull gate on tho King);:, !Lg}n, :tY. 
ThL turnpl~H:: \\a, recognised as 0110 (_)f the 

Ldocks to an expanding c::.HlH.:nL,al 
and the requirernunts ol tlH; whole 

-:-:on1n1unitv. The destruction of the iurn-
1 1l~-\:t~ wa0 "an OYidcnce of the on watJ 111a rch 
,_~t ci\ ili:.;.ation. 

"'!r. ~L\I:1IO: 'rhcro is no sin1:ila.rity lJ('f\\"(BD 
tl!e 1 .o. 

=ilL COGPEH.: The hon. rrwrnl~·cr ~a.v 
there IS no sirnila.l'It,; bctwco11 Ut' two, 
but that is because he doc3 not want to see 
the siuularitv. 'l'tw dest1 uction of tho t.urn-

11. as un~-loubtedly a blov. at 011e of ihe 
that kept back tho growth ol u c>Tcat 

nattOll. \Vhen the turnp1ke wa;:; <..bonshod 
;md the toll became a thing 
tLcro ·.,,;as an interdependence conl­
lnunitie3, \vhich gave .England ind penaence,. 
and. 1na.c.to her sturd.inc cs I'( cognised through­
out the length n,nd breadth oi tho v,Ol'ld. No 
ono cun do11bt that who cares to road the 
l1istory of the abolition of the toll gaLO and 
the turnpike. 

Trade and commcrGo depend absolutely 
Uflon cornrnunication. ~'-l"ation n1ust get Into 
touch with nation. ~very ciyilised cora­
lmmity in the world ha recognised that trade 
nud co1nn1.erce within a State rnu.st be as £reo 
L! pos:Jiblo; and to encourage trade and com­
rnc'rct_; thev have ntn.dl~ it as freo as thev 
poss'ibly c,;:n within the limit:3 of their ow;1 
Lordcrs. Trade and commerce arc the blood 
· tn•"m of the community and of the nation, 
a 1d anything that interferes with the i:J)ood 

ecam is likely to interfere with the iife 
of the nation. The wholesaler must get into 
touch \.ith the retailer, and the retailer 
must get into touch with the purchaser; 
and anythin.g that hampers that touch be­
tween customer and customer and between 

lllr. Cooper.] 
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trader and trader is to the detriment of 
the State; and it is on those things that this 
Diil must he judged. 

The PRE~IJEH: I8 that why your Govern­
ment imposed a hnvy vehicle" t .. x? 

ivlr. COOPEH.: That was to protect a 
public utility, and to save it from being 
ruthlessly destroyed by people who had no 
right to do it. The Premier knows very 
well that the reason for the heavy vehicles 
tax was to prevent very heavy vehicles 
destroying a utility that was not prepared 
for the use of such heavy vehicles. 

Mr. DASH: And to help the local authori­
tit3. 

Mr. COOPEH.: Yes, and to preJerve an 
assDt provided by the local authorities, and, 
in many instances, by the State. Heavy 
vehicles were using the highway in such a. 
fashion that 10 or 12-ton loads were being 
hauled on ro,ds which were designed to 
carry only 3 tom, thus destroying the roads 
and dissipating the wealth which the com­
munity h>1d put into them. 

The PREo!IER : I am not denying that, but 
vou ·vere talkinn· about the absolute free­
dom of traffic. o 

Mr. COOPER: Freedom is only given 
within limits. 

The PRE1l!ER: That is all. 

Mr. COOPER: The greater the freedom, 
the greater the re·triction in many cases. 
The more laws we have giving us greater 
freedom, th0 more laws have we restricting 
the people from abusing that freedom. 
There is a difference between license and 
freedom, and evidently the Premier is an 
advocate of license as against freedom. I 
am surprised that the hon. gentleman has 
not yet grasped the truth that freedom is 
one thing and license is another; that free­
dom to use the highways is there for every· 
body, but that the license to abuse the high­
ways ,,hould not be given to anybody. That 
\. ; c.; one reason for th<: he a ~7 \~ehic\cs tax. 

The hon. memboe for Oxley mentioned 
the po't ofticP, and said that· we have to 
pay foi· its s8rvices and also for the services 
of the railwavs. There is a difference 
between those ·services and the servic0 wo 
are novv considering. The postal service is 
a great illustration of what can be done 
for trade and commerce by service which is 
absolutely disinterested. A postal service, 
in order to be efficient, must be sure, it 
must be quick, and, above all, it must be 
disintorestPd. That cannot be said for 
nmthing that would be built under this 
Bill. It might be care. it might be nuick. 
but it would not be d isinterpstcd. It would 
be built for the purpose of profit. and, where 
profit js concerned .. thoro is an interest, and 
that would probably count before SPrvire 
t'1 i-he cornmunitv. On the other hnn(1. 
the· p. · t office cloee. h<'lp i.l de and '1-

'Yf'11 or.~;an];;;nr1 pod· I and 
are the greatest pillars trade and 

commerce have. Without thorn, it would fall 
to the ;rround. Every merchant in Brisbane 
knows that he can post a !otter in Brisbane 
befor0 8 o'rloC'k to-rnorrow rnd stak0 his 1~f0 
that it will r<·ach Sydnev the following 
afternoon, and be delivered there within a 
c··rtain radius of the citv. We can all stake 
0ur liYos on the surene'ss and quickness of 
that service. H handlPs millions of letters 
f!.llnnn1ly. many of them incorrcctl:--- afl.ClrA· -.:0(1: 
,-et th.• letters that go astray are very few 

[.Mr. Cooper. 

indeed. It is a marvellous service, and so 
sure that, although a letter from here to 
Sydrwy nn:.· be handled by twelve or 
focutccn persons, · •.'e can stake our lives 
it will reach its destination. The great 
thing is that it is disinterested. It is not 
there for profit. Every community recog­
mses that that great service must be free 
from the consideration of profit-making, 
but I notice that in the articles of associa­
tion road out by the Deputy Leader of the 
Oppu.oition there is a proposal that the 
comp.wy concerned may acquire postal facili­
ties. Surely that shows a move in a direc­
tion never contemplated when this Bill was 
framed ! As Lhe postal service is a great 
:;ervicc, so the highvv'ay service can be a 
great sorvice, and the difference between a 
2d. charge on a letter and a charge on a 
road or high\Yay depends to a great extent 
upon the fact that the latter is dependent 
upon the ph)plo ,,.-ho live along its borders. 
It is they who n,ake the highways possible. 
,\croplanes, railways, and other communica­
tion services are different from a highway 
service. If we v, ill have Gdditional services. 
then, as the PremiPr stated, lot us pay for 
them. For that reason, we pav specifically 
for our railwav service. But the hivhwav is 
something th~t the community has given 
to itself, something that belongs to the com­
'!1unity, and something that must not be 
taken from the community. 

A GoVER~ME~T ME1IBP' : It is no more 
the property of the community than a rail­
way. 

Mr. C'OOPER: Tho highwa.v is an alt.oma­
tiyc free sf'rvire to thf' rail·,;n'/ of IYhich the 
Pr0mler spoke a ·while ago. I thi11k the 
:VJinister stated that in anv case whore a 
facilitv was granted under the Bill it would 
he seer that there was onotlwr w;·v round 
tha~ would be free. That IS the very 
c:-:· f 'lCf' of a high-..-ra~·- Th,., YPr_v C'~<sf'nco of 
a highwnv communication i.:; its froedon1; 
and amthing that '"ill take that. freedom 
from the people is something that is 
undoubtedly to the detriment of the State. 

TheN· will bo those who will contend that 
the' n1t:asur0 is not general in .i-: • applica~ 
tion. that it is intended to meet specific 
:ases: and it will bo eontcnded that- those 

spPcific ca.-es diff0r widely from the gollcral. 
nnd that thereby the Bill is justified. That 
ic the basis upon whi< h we mic;ht broadly 
consider the Bill. If the House is to give 
u just decision npon the n1easure, then it 
need not go any further than the speech 
delivered bv the hon. member for Oxlc . 
Th11t hon. ~ember showed quite clearly that 
the Rill was for a specific purpose; and that 
:;;peel fir purpc, e wrs the Jnak1ng of proflt. 
At the introdnctory sb.gc the Minister made 
omc reference to the fact that in somP 

n1irrrrnlou" was· population n1lght grow so 
rapidly that the hridRe might be paid off 
in a Year or two; but then the hon. memb-'r 
for ( lx]e, rose in his nlacc ard said that the 
L,cilitics. \Yonld be built only in places where 
the population was already s0ttlod. and he 
Pnumeratod Indooroopilly and Kangaroo 
Point. These facilitin wonld b,, constructed 
only wh0re the contracting parties wcro 
absoluttly Qerttin in the matter of profit. 

If we examine the Bill at all closely, we 
shall find that it proposr' to comtitute an 
Pwner. 'I'ho owner ;,., to be the owner of 
th 'l road facility; and not only is he to be 
the own0r of the actual building for the 
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time being, but he is to be the actual owner 
of the road. He can take for himself pro­
perty of a local authority or of the Crown; 
and nothing whatever is to be paid for the 
ownership in the way of compensation for 
the roadway, which should belong to the 
local authority, or for land taken for his 
own use which should belong to the Crown. 
Foi· that he has to pay nothing by way of 
rent, and he has to pay nothing whatever 
to the State or to the local authority for 
its use. Over and above that, he is to be 
allowed to levy tolls on persons and moveable 
things-upon such things as telephones, 
telegraphs, water supplies, gas supplies, 
c•loctricaleupplies, and Dn other services. The 
:Bill specifically says that a maximum toll is 
chargeable in respect of persons and move­
able things; but there is no limit to the 
amount 0f toll that may be charged to a 
local authority for its water service crossing 
that bridge; there is no limit to the toll 
that may be charged a gas company, or an 
electric supply company for its services 
crossing tho bridge. There is no limit what­
ever. One can verv easilv see that an 
interested utility own.er ha vi;1g a bridge at 
Kangaroo Point or a bridge at Inclooroo· 
pilly might allow private enterprise to carry 
its gas mains and electric light cables ao-oss 
the bridge at a very cheap toll indeed, at 
the qme time imposing such a high toll 
upon municipally-owned gas and electric 
light undertakings that their service's could 
not be carried across. It is remarkable; 
nevertheless, the possibility is there. Whilst 
1.he tolls chargeable upon persons and move­
able things may be limited by Order in 
Council. no limit whaten'r is imposed. and 
the Governor in Council has no right to 
impose any limitation upon the tolls charge­
able upon telephone services, telegraph 
sen-iccs. electric light services, water ser­
vices, gas ~crviccs, and the like. 

The main provision is that the owner of 
the facility shall be fully recouped for the 
inter£'st on his outlay, plus reasonable pro­
fits; but the 0utlay ma:v be so great that 
there is no possibility of recompensing him 
within a decently reasonable time. If 
this was the disint<>rested affair that the 
hon. member for Oxlev would lead us to 
believe, if it were being undertaken solely 
for the purpose of giving wDrk, and if it 
were being undertaken solely for the purpose 
of advancing the interests 0f the State, then 
so much stre·c; would not be laid on the 
provisions of this Bill ,dealing with profits. 
Profits are not to be based on the general 
outlay, but are to be estimated; and, over 
and above that, there must be a yearly profit 
before any money goes into the sinking fund 
for redemption. As a matter of fact, so 
much may be allowed for profit that no 
money at all may go into the sinking fund, 
and the facility may remain as a profit­
earning facility for fifty, seventy-five, or one 
hundred years. There is no possibility of 
such big undertakings as the Kangaroo Point 
and Indooroopilly bridges being paid for in 
twenty-fhe or forty vcars. It is more than 
likely to be a matter' of fifty, seventy-five, or 
one hundred years. One can see that, with 
the natural growth of the city, when traffic 
demands, when tra,de and commerce demand, 
and when communit:v interest demands that 
that facility shall beiong to the people,' what 
a great lever the owner of that facility will 
have for compensation! There is every pos­
sibility that he will have to be compensated 
for fifty or seventy years' profits. 

1931-2 I 

It has been said that this is one of the 
greatest' " go-getting " measures ever brought 
into this House. It is a bad Bill, and Dne 
which this party will oppose at every stage. 

The Bill as brought down stifles close exam­
ination. One of the clauses contains SDmething 
like 245 lines, and, on an average of nine 
words to a line, there are over 2,205 words in 
that clause, or about two columns of an 
ordinary newspaper. Is it conceivable that 
one clause of a measure which we are asked 
to consider and debate should be as long as 
two columns ? Th~re is a sentence in that 
clause cor;taining over 250 words. It is so 
long that, when yoll. get to the end of it, 
you forget what it is all about. Let us 
coneider the clause in detail and what it 
covers. It covers the powers of the Governor 
in Council--

:Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is not in order in discussing the details 
at this stage. 

Mr. COOPER: I am not discu"ing the 
moaning of the clause, Mr. Speaker; I am 
just saying what the clause seeks to do. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not 
in order in discussing what the clause con­
tains at this stage. 

:'\Ir. COOPER: I think, Mr. Speaker, that 
your reading of that portion of the Standing 
Orders is wrong; nevertheless, I accept your 
ruling. 

The Bill has been so badly framed that 
uo one should support it·. This extraordinary 
clause to which I have referred covers the 
powers of the Governor in Council, the 
further powers of the Governor in Council, 
the duration of the period of the life of the 
concession, the maximum tolls, the exemp­
tions, the method of collecting tolls, the pay­
ment for information, and further provisions 
for the duration of the franchise period. It 
also contains a number of other provisions. 
The clause should be broken up into a dozen 
or fifteen clauses. 

The Bill also gives to the owner of the 
faciiity the rights and powers of a con­
structing authority. Constructing authorities 
in this State are very few indeed. The 
Cmnmissioner for Railways is one, and the 
Commissioner of J\1ain Roads is another; 
yet the owner of the facility that is to be 
g-iven a concession under this Bill is to have 
the rights and powers of "' constructing 
authority. 

The Bill protects the owner in every 
instance in tht: case of mishap. In many 
ways the owner is given the standing of a 
local authority. Can we conceive th,, great 
difficulties that will arise when we have a 
company having all the rights and powers 
of a locaJ authority? The Bill goes so far 
as to say that any person injured owing to 
the negligence of this constructing authority 
or the owner of this facility may recover 
damages. Then it has this particular saving 
part~that, so far as damages are concerned, 
the owner of this utility shall be no further 
liable to damages than if the facility were 
constructed by a local authority. 

Hon. members who have been members 
of a local authority and many unfortunate 
people outside this House know full well 
how difficult it is to obtain damages from 
a local authority. It is almost impossible 
to obtain damages from a local authority 

Mr. Cooper.] 
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in respect of da111age cars-:d on the high­
v.ay. 

The SEcm:nnY FOil 1\IrxEs: Y0s, if you 
have not sound grounds to go or~. 

Mr. COOPER: Everybody knows that a 
Ioral authority can plead. things in court 
which a priYatc individual cannot plead. 
The Minister who interjents ought. to know 
that. The Bill we are now discu.;:'3ing giYes 
to ihe owner of tho fecility the rights of 
a lor:-d authcn·jty 1;here damages are cun­
cprncd 

The hon. n:em bcr for Oxlev n1nde 0110 

dc'init0 ;-·rJJ' 0 al -in lJis adYocac}'. lie said, 
·• Yt c w tn t \Yol·k ! \\-c >vant capitaL" 
Tint appeal would pruiJably haYo been abso­
lutely complete had the hon. member added 
one other thing. ~rhat is. "\Yo 1vant 
profit~." If the hon. n1cn1bPr had added 
i:.lwt, ('Oldd ha\·c lisiClH!U \Yiih plea.;ure 
to hin1, it ~.,~otlld ha YC' been an open 
ronf ~"~·:ou. The hon. rne1nber \Vas ca.reful 
t0 o~nit that. 

:Vlr. \'1'.\RHEX: Do you 1lliuk tiH 'e pu,ple 
an! ch.tritablc institUtions? 

lVJr. COOPER: I have no illusions on that 
poittt. I kno\\~ tlwy are not going to be 
chcuitablo iu~titntions. I k-Jow they arc 
';oi11g to ruake a profit out of thn- Ycry 
people 1 Le hou. nFm Ler rern·(·~cnt-s-thc 
11rirnar~· proclnccr, , ho gets his 111oncy fron1 
th big ~irisl.JaHC nlarkctc., alld \Vill 'be 
requirnd to pay \YheE iTHL!ll!ng to tha-t 
rnad;:ct O'>'l'l' toll faC'ilitie~. YPt. iL .. · ho:L 
rneml1er sits lUlCOHcente{~]y in his srat and 
'.•-ants to kno\V wlnt !s~ \'\Toug with the 
\Yho~e l~n·inc~:.}! in E11g-land, tbc das:3 
of people · 1 hDn1 rcpr0sc•uts cornpriGcc.l rt 

great section tLat led the attack on the 
toll-Oar systew. and got it abolished. ::'\o\v 
Wl' llaYc the hem. nletnLer for l\1urruraba. 
earning ut this h }Ur of tl1e d<'<_Y and attmnpt~ 
ing to dectroy nll tho thiucs wbic~1 have 
been won the pl'opl(; Y. hom he repre-
sents. hon. nte1nber i:s fair to the 
pr.:opln he ls fair to the 

'tt. intcn•st:-, of this 
, frQe highway-~ 
C'Htitlecl to a frc _ 
thi J sldc of t2 o 

I shall 
that all 

pr]rn ~~ry IJrOdll C'l'S be alJo ~Pd to 1r.1VPl free 
on all fucililios con tructecl Ltmlcr this Bill. 

The SECRETAHY FOR l1ATL\VAYS: \YouJd vou 
allow all the ncilw·lVmen to tran·l free' on 
the raih\ ays? ~ 

COO PER: l\'lay I rr .ninJ the :Vlinis­
whcn they ha\'(' tirne for travelling, 

get a frcp lJ'lSs frorn the 
fl. t ti1r1cs ·whc·u they rrre not 
free pa,.. he' ·· ces 'that they 

get a l'ailv\a:; (·Ol c >5ion at one quaxter of 
the ordinary rates. 

The Sr:cRET.\!lY FOR RAILWAYS: Arc you 
opposing that? 

.C\Ir. COOPER: J'\o, but I am pointing 
ov_t to the :viinistcr, in reply to his sneenng 
remark, thnt, whon it ccnH · to the primary 
produccl' being !ri"''H the right. 1o travel 
free oYer those facilities, he is going to sit 
tight, because he has a greater regard for 
the " go-getter," the pro l-it n1onger, and for 
that section of the community which v ants 
to mako profits out of th•o public facilities 
vv hi eh go to n1ako a grca t Sta to 

I am opposed to tlw Bill on tho principle 
that it is giving away rights that belong 

[M1·. Cooper. 

to the people. It is giving away things th. t 
,.)!Ould be entirely in the hands of the people. 
Ir is irnpo.~ing a specific tax upon. specific 
portion:~ of th0 connnunity that should not he 
in1pos'cd. It i:-3 tending to harnper trade 
and commerce. \Vithout free trade and corn­
nwrcr~ in this StQte we cannot gro·n' and n1ako 
that progress that wo 8houlJ. It is a step 
hack wards; and any step that is taken 
LaclnYatd.s cannot be a step to the evPntual 
gain of the commnnity. 

Mr. DUFliY !Earluzrn) [4.56]: I rise to 
'toplurt this Bill, Lecn1sc it will e,iYe. the 
pcopl:-' an opporhulit~~ to get thtc,e facrhbc~, 
h-:uc!l carli0r than v,,ould othcrwjse be the 
c .u~·~. In li~tc:jng to tho argurrlcnt.s of 
-L~~C' hon. Il1C1llbc'r ,-\Tho has just rcsun1ccl his 
,, -,t, one ' oulcl think that this Bill was 
go;ug- to prohibit loca1 authoriti.cs building 
!Jridgo~ and ro!l.d:-3 thnt they \vBh to cc;n­
:::.trnct. ThP hen. 1nrn1ber can be quJt~~ 
~atl~iied that it i~ onlY after consnlt:-ttion 
~;ith th,, loc~l authority" concerned that the 
:\Iinistct' \vill grant p~·iYatc enterprise the 
right to bctilcl any road or bridge. It does 
not tJrcYent the lo ,! authorit: from build­
ill" the rcmd or bricl~rc. If the local authori­
tj~~' had not a right 'to be consulted prev·ions 
to anv fr~nchise belng rrrantcd, I certainly 
would" not be prq1a re Cl to support the BilL 

The :--;F.C'RE7.\HY J<T.n R.\JLVV.\YS: They '"'ill 
ban fir~t opportunity of buildi11g the 
fa iiitie<. 

;\Ir. Dt:FFY: If a local authority feels 
that it will in the near futuro be able to 
lJ!iild anv ntilit·c it \'ill bo able to say to 
the, :\Iinistc'r . . : \\' c arc unable to build it 
to~cla,~, hut \Ye \Yill Inakc proyision for doing 
:;.o in L the llt:at· fnturu. and we vv~ill not agree 
to u. franehi_.p being grantrd to private cuter~ 
prise.n That b0ing so, 1 an1 prcpar('d to 
support the Bill. 

I could not help but be interested in the 
argun1cnt l>llt forwJ.rd by the Dcput): Leader 
of the Oppos1tioi.l. lie aln1ost farnt?(~ _at 
the ic!c c of the p2011le using these fact litres· 
having to p·ry for them. To put the other 
,;ide of the question: \Vho has to pay for 
them if tl<LV arc built by the local authori­
ties: The 'landowners in the district have 
to pay in those oases; am! tho hon. member 
~~ prepared to alln··~· the landowners to carry 
dE.: whole of the burden of tl.r:;t") publlc 
utilities that arc to be lJ';ilt, yet he nlhw•t 
faints at the idea of the 1)eoplc usi11g them 
b, ing asked to pay for them. Local 'wthoritj 
rc-pn ~,entatiYe'~ arc elected by th_e rate~ 
payers'; and~ if they decide that it 1s not ~ 
utility th<tt they arc going to carry our, 
thcm>·clvcs. wh· denv the people the use 
of that utility if Jlriva.tc enterprise will. build 
it alw,vs l'Pnwmbering that the publlc are 
w~'ll protected in the franchioe? . There is 
no desire to grant these frandnse' mdJs­
criminatelv or without proper protechon 
They will 'all be carefuliy examined to deter­
mine lir,t of all whether the spccifccations 
are of the standard required by the Cor:r:­
mi, ... ioner of Main Roads', and later the pubhc 
,,.;]] be protected by the local authorities 
am! the l\flnistc·r in charge. 

I do not see that there is any going back 
to the dark ages, as stated by the hon. 
member for Herbert, but quite the reverse. 
lie stated that we were going back to the 
dark ages, but in those clays the toll bars 
were for an entirely different purpose to 
the toll bridges to be constructed under this 
Bill. The taxes in that case were collected 
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for the upkeep of private penons. Tho 
franchise under this Bill is for a limited 
period, and, when the cost has been defrayed, 
the facility will pass over to the local autho­
rity. 

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
quoted the answers given by the Secretary 
for Hnilways to a recent deputation. 

The SECRETARY FOil RAILWAYS: He mis­
quoted it. 

:Mr. Dl:FFY : The Cairns Range road is 
iu rn::- electorate. It Y as not necessary to 
read the Minister's reply to know that the 
statement of the hon. member for Herbert 
\va~ rn],,,leadjng. The hon. 1nember said 
thn.t lie quobcd the whole of the Minister's 
reply. I -was rather surprised that the hon. 
member should take up such a misleading 
auitude. 'vhcn he must know that the facts 
arc tLYailable. 

A Go\'EP~~lDIT J\lE'\IBER: What arc you 
re. Jing· frorn '? 

::Vlr. Dl'FF1_ : I am readino- from the 
"·votes and Proc>_cdjll[;"S" of th ~ Lc.;;·isl tiY(~ 
.AY~ublv of the 25th instant. One would 
expect that the hon. member for Herbert 
would not trv to mislead within twentv-four 
hours of the· question being answered." The 
que" tion was-

,, 1. How many toll bridges or road 
arc now in existence in Queensland? 

"2. What was the aggregate toll col­
lections derived from these public faciE­
tieR, if any, duting the last financial year, 
and what wa.c the cost of coll<:cting the 
same?" 

The amwor was-
" 1. Three-Tambourine ]\fountain 

ro·rl. Cairns Tableland road, and Logan 
brid1c. 

" 2. Tambourine (from 1st August, 
1930, to 30th June, 1931)-Gross tolls, 
£633 3s. 9d. ; and costs of collection, 
£2C4 1s. 8d. Cairns Tableland (from 1st 
September, 1930, to 30th June, 1931)­
Gro:. tolls. £914 3s.; and costs of col­
lection, £622 5s. 5d.'' 

The hon. member said he quoted all the 
answer, but he did not. I <vi!! quote the 
b_danre of the £t-ns\vor-

" The Cairns Tableland costs include 
t_ ;.:ts of gatekeepers -who also control 
traffic on the range section. No addi­
tional cost has been incurred by adding 
t 1

1c collection of tolls to their duties." 
That is the part he left out. 

Mr. PE.ISE: That makes no difference. 

l\h. DUFFY: The inference ihe hon. 
member wished to convey was that the tolls 
collected on the Cairns road only resulted 
in a benefit of about £300 to the ratepayers 
in that district. I say that the ratepayers 
received the b(·nefit of the full £900. 

Mr. PEASF.: \Vho will pay the rates when 
private enterprise gets it? 

Mr. DUFFY: They ha Ye not got it. 

Mr. PEASE: I am saying that your Govern­
ment may hand it over to them. They 
would give away anything that it suits them 
to give. 

Mr. DUFFY: The gatekeepers are there 
tr:. control the traffic on th~, t road, as ""~veil as 
to coli ,.t tolls, thereby requiring a gate­
keeper at each end, whereas one only 

wnu:d Go required if the duty \Trt just to 
tollcct tolls. 

Mr. PEASE: \Vho would control the traffic 
fo£~ private enterprise? 

Mr. DUFFY: That doe. HOt excuse the 
hon. rnernber for trying to 1n~sleatl the 
I-Iouse. I n1ust say that, in COllllllOll with 
o~hcrs, I \Y<mld not lv \'C !,greed to a toll 
b,_ing put on tho Cairns Han 6·c road if it 
had not relio,·cd the ratepayers to th.o extent 
c•f the tlmount collected by tolis. 

}\lr. POLLOCK: Does this 
co·urol to thG e collecting 
118"\V roads? 

not 
Oll 

give 
tnese 

l\1r. DUFFY: ?\ot necessarily, becuse on 
n ad of that nature yoLt wo·,t!cl uccd to 

liasc ~mno control of the traHic. It is quite 
po:-,~ible to iL1aginc rc,L~.ons which n1ight 
~nducc priYate enterprise to con truct roa,ds 
<end oriel:; ' v:hich local authorities would 
not undertake. Take, for instance, the Tarn­
Lwurino j.Iountain rDncl. The burdc:1 n1ay 
i..:e Yer,y heavy on the ratcpnycrs; but it is 
pcc -ible thllt, h cl tha.t ro<ecl not l ecn con­
,n·u,Ld by the State, "' private company 
might have l1uilt the roacl v.-ith the right 
to charge tolls, because it n1igln take into 
consideration the po"i!Jility of l"·ovicling 
~ttractions at the n1ount.:.ti11 end fur tourist 
traffic. Such a con1pany 1night go further 
rh::v1 ju,··t building roacL and bridges. 
l(eovi·ing th .t in ev·~r~~· -ca_·J they rnust be 
properly cot•• tructed and the con1n1unity is 
fully protcctc·cl so far as I can sec, I intend 
10 support the Bill. 

The hon. mc:rnbce for I-Icrbel·t nl~;.dc the 
rJoint that, if the local authorities con-
~.trnct· cl facilities, all the lll'Diirs would 
· o bade to people; imt do they always 
~·o L'ck to the people? Whc re arc the 
fJrofits of tho St :te '~nter;Jri;c: ·: They dirt 
Lot go lJack to the peotJlc. 

?\Ir. l"'E.~SE: \Yhat arc yo· rcfc:._·ring to? 

:\1 r. DUFFY: Th~t would be the ease if 
~G!lle of tlH~f.t:~ roads and bridge:-:; did not 
turn out to be profitable. Thr; ra tr;pa_yers 
\YonlJ not be ~addled ".Vith the burden. 
~\h,:;udy tho Lurdcn of rate_·; in =naLy shiTcs 
is h• lY,, and anything that ".ill relieve~ 

ill tha.t rl'f::pe-:.:t '.Yill ha""~. e Ill}' 

Mr. W ARRl<:N (J[urrw, lw) l5.8J: I most 
heartily support this BilL I haYe been 
;·th·ocaring- toll bricl_::-es and roads for yc·uci. 
In rny opinion, it is the only WLl:Y in "\,·hich 
we shaH ever get ma.llj-' roads in the near 
future. The Bill will a ',sist the comtruction 
of roads and other meaus of connnunication 
to mo:t inaccr ·.sible places. Sot long ago 
somo enterprising people suggested the 
bridging of 13mmble Bay. I am sorry to 
say th .. t that proposal fell through; but 
&nother enterprising gentle1nan i ·3- now con­
sidering a fJi'oject for a Yiadt•ct from 
Brighton to Clontarf. 'fha.t is a big onter­
nrise. and it would never be undertaken 
in o{rr time or anywhere nca1· our time by 
the locrrl authorities. 

I was Ycry much surprised to hear the 
hon. member who spoke last from the oppo­
sit0 benches talk about the wants of the 
)lroclucer, and about the neces. ity for con­
sidering him. The hon. member him· Glf 
helped to put. very heavy burdens on th,· 
producer, and had no consideration at all 
for him. \Ye should enclci1vour to put less 
taxation on the hard-worked producer. 
There are roads on the North Coast to-day 

1lir. Warren.] 
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.vhich are not being used l:)y the producer 
to any great extent, and a toll on the main 
North Coe~st road would be a splendid pro­
position, for the n'ers of that road would 
contribute tov;·ards its cost and help to build 
up a real North Coast highway. 

We should have controlled the roads and 
tried to eater for the tourist traffic along 
the North Coast. If a Government had any 
foresight at all, it would cater for the tourist 
traffic; bctt how are we to do that with the 
limited amount of money at our disposal 
to-day·: It is impossible, and there do not 
appear to be any indications that this traffic 
will be catered for by any Government in 
the near future. If we can encourage people 
who have sufficient enterprise and sufficient 
pluck to construct a highway, a bridge, or 
a viaduct under a scheme providing for a 
limited franchise, rhen it would not be good 
business to ignore such an opportunity. 

Mr. DASH: The Bill does not limit the 
franchise. 

Mr. WARREN: It does. No Government 
would pennit individuals or corporations to 
construct bridges under a scheme providing 
for an unlimited franchise. 

Mr. Ht,:-;-LOX: In some cases eternity is the 
limit under the Bill. 

Mr. WARREN : There is no such thing 
as having eternity as a lirnit. Whatever is 
to be .done will be done in a businesslike 
manner. If these people arc able to make 
a little money, then, good luck to them. I 
want to sec them make some money. It 
would be a great pity if these people had 

'sufficient pluck to build a bridge and then 
the enterprise failed. I am sure that every 
decent man would be sorry for such an indi­
vidual. If we can induce these people to 
construct roads or bridges, and there is a 
primary producer with a mean enough soul 

·to sa v that he does not st·and for such a 
scheme. th0n I would be sorry for such ''·· 
primary producer, and I would not like to 
represent him in this House. 

Mr. DASH (Jlundin,r;burra) [5.12]: I am 
surpri~ed that the Mini,ter did not give us 
a little more information when he delivered 
his second reading speech. I congratulate 
him upon omitting to refer to a most 
important f<'ature. Listening to hon. mem­
bers on the Government side of the House, 
one would think that private individuals and 
co porations were prepared to construct roads 
and bridges all over Queensland; but that is 
not so. 'rhese :interested parties are going 
to comtruct roads or bridges only in thickly 
populated centres. V\~hat would be the uso 
of constructing a road a few miles from the 
citv where there was no traffic? It is all 
moonshine for the farmers to expect roads 
to be built to their farmc; under this Bill. 

At 5.13 p.m., 
The CHAIR:ITAX OF COl\IMITTEES (Mr. Roberts, 

East Too,·oomba) rclieycd Mr. Speaker in 
the chair. 

Mr. DuFFY: They do not anticipate that 
at all. 

Mr. DASH: After listening to hon. mem­
bers opposite, one would conclude that roads 
were c;oing to be constructed to all the farms 
in Queensland. 

Mr. DuFFY: Nobody said that. 

Mr. DASH: There is no doubt that the 
Minister strongly inferred that. The Bill 
gives the power to the owner of the under-

[ Jh. W at'ren. 

taking to levy tolls in respect of it, which 
moans that every worl<ing man who finds it 
necessary to cross the facility must pay a 
to!!. No exemption is granted for pedes­
trians. So far as I can judge, no road or 
b: id :re will be constructed unless the fran­
chi .,; is for a period of twenty to thirty 
years or oYer. The Minister said that the 
franchise is to be given for ·a limitE'd period. 

..:-\gain, the fact ,must' be taken into con­
sideration that the owner of the toll facilitv 
will not Ice at any loss. Ho will not mis.s 
the dividend expected in 11ny one year, 
beeausc provision is made that, in the ovont 
of a loss, it is to be made up by an exten­
sion of the franchise. The owner mu· t also 
he recouped for any repairs undertaken to 
the bridge or road facility. The limitation 
of the franchise, therefore, must go by the 
board. 

:\fr. BRAXD: Do you think this Bill will 
create any work? 

:.fr. DASH: That is only a "stall," with 
the object of getting the Bill through with­
out opposition. ?\' o loss can come to the 
owner of a toll facility. Every expenditure 
is covered, even to postage stamps and 
telegrams expended in obtaining the fran­
chise. After the road or bridge has been 
completed, the Commissioner of l\1ain Roads 
must mo,kc an estimate of the cost of such 
re ad or bri.lgc. He must take into con­
s·i.det,1tion the fact that the vvork is t:o 
bc> cn'.Tied out in a businesslike and work­
manlike manner. Then arises the question 
of the resumption of the necessary land. 
For instance, the owner of the Kangaroo 
Point b6dge franchic;ce will hav-e power to 
resume land nL,cssarv for the construction 
of that facility and for the workshops that 
w 11! have to be built in connection with the 
work. Immediately thc land io re-sumed it 
becomes the proper't.y of the Crown, and the 
mnwr of the roaa or bridge is to be com­
ncnsated in connection with the resumption. 
Thoro is no provision in the Bill that imme· 
diatelv the facility is completed tho work­
shop is to be demolished and the land sub­
mitted to auction. Linle·'s the Minister or 
some of his supporters can satisfactorily 
explain that clan~e, then it semns to n1c that 
the owner of the toll facility can erect 
business premises on that land, and retain 
those promisee until the bridge is paid off, 
therefore, he will be on a good wicket by 
having that side line. The Minister 
informed us that the local authorities con­
corned would have free access over the road. 
i\fanv local authorities do their works by 
conh:act, and their contractors' Yehicleo. must 
pe,,, the toll when using the road or bridge. 
That extra cost will haYG to be paid for 
b:v the local authority. If in fifteen years. 
""~,orhen that prosperity vvhich the Government 
'av will come has eventuated, industries may 
be' e-tablished in the vicinity of a toll con­
ccc,,ion and residences built on rcsidPntial 
sites. \Ve know tha l; certain areas are now 
s"t aside undor the Local Authorities Act as 
bu~iness and residential sites respectively. 

It rr:av happen that on one side of the river 
""~/OH ha,;e "t town and on the other sido son1o 

industrial undertaking. Workmen travel­
linO' to and from work will be required 
to "pav a toll. That will be most cxpen­
Rive t~ ""~l"Orkcrs who, in the circumstances·. 
are probably receiving only a miserable 
wage. 

Mr. DUFFY: But they have to pay to-day. 



Tolls on Privately Constructed [26 AuGUST.] Road 'Traffic Facilities Bill. 501 

Mr. DASH: ::\o; the highways are free 
to-day. 

:Mr. DcFFY: But the tramways and ferries 
nro not. 

Mr. DASH: ·we ha.ve to safeguard the 
position of the \'• orker in this particular 
inf,tance. 

The Mini .te,· may publicly advcrrise for 
the submi>c.;ion to him of toll proposal~. en· 
he may consider proposals that may be ~ub­
mittcd without any ad.vertising. So far aJ 
I can sec, it is not compulsory that tender; 
shall b'' called. Further, when a facility 
is completed, the Commi-s'ioner of Jl.'l:ain 
Heads goes into the whole question of costs 
iu order to a~ccrtn!n what is a reasonaL1o 
toll rate. In arriving at his figures he vvill 
bo requin•d to take into consideration all 
moneys exp0ndcd in the construction of tho 
undertaking, as vvell as any cxpcndituro 
incurred by the Crown. 

The hon. rr1errlber for Brcmcr touched on 
the question of telephone facilities in rela­
tion to these toll facilities' which ,._ e aro 
ciiscussing. It mav also be neces,,arv to la 'i.' 
g·as pipe• .. or elcct1·ic light cables 'alone: ~ 
road or over a bridge 'vhich is the ~llbject 
of a franchi~e under thi3 rncn~.urc. It 'vill 
be a very cc•· 1 1-,~ business if the authoritiLs 
conc,·~rnerl in thuo~e utilitie~ are required to 
pay toll on all occasions · hen their cn1· 
plo,vcrs cnb:r upon the franchis~ property 
m the performance of their duties. 

\Ye arc told that a franchise may bo 
intenninablc, and that vehicles belonging 
to the .f~rown "ill. be exempt from the pay­
ment of tolls. One matter which I think 
should be con.sidcrcd is this: It may haJlpen 
tlwt a >tretch of road is good at both ends. 
but that for 10 milt- 1 in between there is a 
particularly bad portion that ma v be th., 
subject of a franchise under this 'Bill. In 
those circumstances. a toll will be collected 
from traffic in rr ,,.11cct of that small por­
tion, although the local authoritic.; con­
cerned will be required to keep both ends 
of the _road in good order .and repair, and 
the_, wlll not be able to charge anything in 
connection v~-ith it. 'There is nothing in the 
Dill to say that authority shall be grantoJ 
to c·on_truct a facility from one tov;n to 
a~1other. 

1 
017e t::on1pan:v n1ay be granted. a 

nght to umld one-half of the road. "h1le 
anothc·r cornpanv n1av have tho ricrht to 
build t!w olhcr 'half;- and both thes~ com· 
p<~nic J can char;-c a i:oJI between citv and 
cit~,- or tov.n and town. There n1a-;· bo ·half v 
doztn O"\\·nn's on one stretch of~ road. anfl 
a pe1· ,on may be compelled to pay a to II 
.ovory 8 or 10 mile-< a long the road. Thcr-:' 
is nothing in the Bill to prevent that sort 
of thing. A. franchise may be granted for 
the con-tructwn of 80 or 90 miles of roacl 
fttcility; a~1d there is nothing to sa.v that 
the ·work shall not h0 let in s'ubcontract , 
\Yith each contractor levying a toll over his 
portion. 

Every facility j, given to the owner of a 
road in arri ing at the .amount of the tolL 
Ho has to bo paid tho prescribed dividend. 
\Yl"atever dividend he states in his prospectus 
nnd ic;; a0~reed upon by the 1\Tinistcr or the? 
Governor in Council has to be paid before 
any ;.:n10lAnt is placcJ in the sinking fund. 
l)irectJrs' fc :s r.nd n1anagcrial e-xpenses' haYe 
al ·') to bo rwid. Anything left over after 
nll the 2 clnrges arc paid is nlncerl in the 
sin kin er fu, d. The co,t" of collecting the toll 
and the cost of upkeep arc also to be " 

charge on the facility. If there is any loss 
or any dtunage to a road, that has to be 
made up; and the tolls arc to be continued 
until the owners of the facility have been 
recouped for e.very penny of expenditure 
incurred. There is no risk to the ovYner 
of the road. There is no risk of him 
io,ing any money in the concern. The only 
risk the holders of the franchise may have 
is in the event of their funds runninc; short 
when they arc constructing tho facility, and 
thcv arc unable to secure further sums and 
bccOn10 bankrc1 pt. Then the Com1nissioner 
c·i 1\Iain Roads may offer the facilit-- for 

-,[e: and. if the amount rlceiYed is not 
-·nffcient to pay for the hcility, the Crown 
ha:; to c.·li"ry On the work and charge a 
toll until recouped for the outlay, and then, 
if it chooses. it can hand the facility back 
to the company. It •yill thus be ccen that 
tllc corrtpany has nothn1g to lose and every­
thinG to gain. 

The J\Iinister savs be can fix a dcfinito 
period for th, frar;ohisc. ::\o doubt he can 
iix a ddinite period for the franchise; but, 
nccording to another portion of the Bill, 
J~ o r:.1nst guar::tntce the owner of tho franchise 
n g-a1n.3t any los.'3. 

There arc scYcral other matt,'rs in the 
Bill \vhich ( 1n 1 c better dca1t \vith in Com­
n1ittcc. I rrotc t against the long claU'3('S 

in thP Bill. Some of them are of such length 
that hon. rncrnbers will be depriYcd of an 
op110rtunit." to discuss thern prop(__rly. That 
~ho~1ld not be the cuso in an importLnt 
Bill like this'. Hon. member> arc on! v 
allowed hvcntv-Gvc minutes' discus~ion on rarh 
eta use of the .. BilL and it would take twenty­
fi, e rninutcs to read sorne of the clauses, ltX 
alone discuss thun. The clauses could hayc 
been divide,~ up f:O that hon. members 'voald 
have had an OPlJOrtl~nity of getting at the 
to·uth in r'"'gflrd to the Bill. 

The Bill simply enables the Go.vern'!r in 
Ccuncil to hand over any roads and br1dges 
to loe:tl authoritir::> at the cost of construc­
tion without any reference whatever to the 
loc-'11 authorities. Should the tim<' arrive 
· 11cn the Governnu:nt -,vant to unload a 

f'lcilih· on a loc.c.l authoritv. all they ha.-c to 
do is' to start an agitat{cin to induce the 
pnple in the locrrl authority area to tak_e 
it over. That is the only tune local authon­
ties have a say as to whether they \\ill hn.-e 
e.w·thino- to d; with the road facility or not. 
Tt;ey h~\-e no say in the constr;lCt~on o~-, it, 
no1· as to what tolls ere to b.·. ,ev1ed. Ihe 
primary producers will h _, ve to pay a toll 
if thov onlv cross tho road. If they only 
li·P' 11:-df a u 1nib aVi'..1.~,- fr01n the gate, they 
will havo to pay the toll. Thoro. is no pro­
Yi31on in the Bill to exempt prunary pro-

in tho district fro1n having to pay 
tc 11 on the roa-cl. Government members 

mav think that the farmers are breaking 
thrir necks to have these road facilities 
foieted on them; but th~y a re l"Ot if they 
arc to be charged fc,· travelling oYer thcrn. 

'There i~ also no lin1itatjon as to the dis­
tnncC) \vhich thov haYe to trrrvel before a 
roll hac to be paid; and it is jnst as ;vel! 
that farmers should know that. Tho 1\'hme­
tcr , hould exempt farmers fron1 having to 
pay a t0ll wlwn they merely cro_-s the road. 

\Yhcn a d: ;putc occurs in connection with 
the facilitv and the owner of the road dis­
f1['TC _; with t·he crrtificato given by the Com­
J111fc;! -nler of l\t!ain Ro·Lds to the Governor 
in Council, or if the Governor in Council is 

Mr. Dash.l 
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not ~ ati~t-lc>d \Yith tho Comn1i:.,:onor's C'·.ti­
HlUte of CO")t of tho road facility, the rnati-Pl' 
1n:1v be refcrrpd to arbitration under the 
Interd irt Act of 1867. If the decision is not 
accepted, I gather from the Bill that there 
;, e.n appeal to the Land Appeal Court under 
"The Land Act of 1910," which decision is 
final. 

~\.gain, there is nothing in the Bill. so far 
ns I can gather, providing that all thcs·• 

will k' co<ts against the road facility. 
is an opportunity given to these facili­

go ou for, say, fifty or sixty years, 
.;s of any dispuio which n1ay aris2 

cc-t cf tho facility. 
Mr. BlCTLER: You are ag·ainst the Bill. 

:vir. DASH: Y cs, I have been against it 
all along. The hon. member will find that 
!he farml't's up his way will not bo in favotn 
of it. There ,,·ill onlv be one facilitv built 
und, · thi' Bill, and 'that \Vill be a 'bridge 
acros;;:; the Brisbane Jliver at I\_angaroo Point 
or sorne other plac(-. So far as road facjli-

are ccncci·ncd. I da not thi!Clc thec·e will 
on~ ro -_cl C)J1:"tructc<1. 

I\lr. ~1.-UU:R : \Yhy 1.VOl'ry? 

:\Ir. DASH: It is as well to point out 
whnr r. :.· think of the Bill, and uot allow it 
to lw foi·ted on the community without 
protest. F;ycn tho unemployed 1vill uot be 
'-~XCI>ll,tPd horn paying a toll if they ha,vc 
to crcos~ n briclo;c built under this Bill. They 

ill "ot be nl!owed to cross, bccau.'" they 
·. ill '''< imYo the money to pay the toll. 
The::- ntay even have to S1_,·irn across the 
nvcr. 

The Bill mak•·s no exception in fayour of 
swegmen or other people out of work, and 

do not think then: is mnch in the claim 
the rru~n.sure w1ll create cmploy1nent, 

' I do 'lot think th<Ct much work will 
under iL 

The Bill ror:tains mnny proyisions to whi-.h 
\Y'O ohjc·ct. and in Conl!nith'C on the clauses 
inYolvr-rl we :hall point out to the people 
what they real!.'· mean, so that there will 
he complete understanding as to the effect 
of mLasure. 

;vir. BUTLER (Port Gw·tis) [5.36]: I have 
very g-rr~t nleasur~ :In rislng to support 
this Bill. The ::\Iinister in his second read­
ing specrh g-nxe a very clear and full 
C'xplanatlon o£ its provisions. 

:\'Ir. Posr.ocK: ·would you mind explain­
ing c1.:n::,c 6 ~) 

Mr. BUTLER: Tho Minister has already 
done that. Hon. mernb0rs opposite who 
have spoken on this Bill have talked as 
thongb the only 1 orks to be constructed 
under if ·mulcl be roads. whereas I think 
the principal 1YDl'ks likely to be bnilt under 
its prr•yi:::ioll~ Trill be bridges-in places 
where it is rot nossible to •·et such facilities 
nndC>r J'l.nv oftC'r- rirr111nstanCes. Such faciE­
tie" , •. -iE · br v:-elcomf'd bv the primary pro­
rlnc"J', s W"11 ns by the travelling public 
th~·,cu~t1~or:t Qu( C'n~lnncl. 

I perf-onal1 v "\\·olcome 
rea:wn~-fir~t. V 1Jccn ust-~ 
jnt.rod uct-ion of nevv 
hecause it will provide 
he(ause it "\Yi11 rr1ieve 
some of thoi1· burdens. 

t 1.1c Bill for three 
it Y ill mean the 
capital: secondly, 
work: and th·ircllv. 
local authorities of 

A to th0 first consideration. we should 
givP f'YC'l'' inducen1ent for c::tpital to como 
to Qqe(L.dancl. The reduction of interest 

f11r. Dash. 

which is taking place under the loan conver­
sion vropof'als is, in my opinion, going to 
direct capital to Queensland for the finan· 
cing of safe propositions such as will be 
co1-crcd by this Bill. Interest on Govern· 
ment loans has been reduced to 4 per cent. 
and less in some cases, and capital looking 
£or a s tfe investment and a good return 
11·ill have the opportunity of coming to 
l'nccm land and getting a far better return 
thon could be obtained from Government 
loans, end at the same time doing that on 
perfectly safe propositions. 

The hon. member for Hcrbert this after­
noon, in reply to the Secretary for Railways, 
aid that the banks had any amount of 

mono"' for investment, and would be only 
too pleased to fmance local authorities, and 
that there ·v~:as no necessity for such a thing 
as this Bill. which would open the door to 
private enterprise. That is a most ridiculous 
>tatcm<'nt. The hon. member must know 
pcr£0ctlv well that. if he goes to anv bank 
· ith all the security in the world, he will 
find it very hard to borrow any money at 
th~ present time. If the banks have plenty 
of money and they arc looking for business. 
why are they not lending 'to primary pro­
dtwcrs and other people 1vho can give them 
nll the cc·nritv thr:v want? Drcanse thev 
have w>t got it. The banks onlv buy and 
.:.·n1\ DlOJl ,\7 ju ,~~ i\:-, et'- npopJc bn:' n•1d ~ H 
1: flour, 1 n the llv "t- 11C' E' t~l 

0 hr:" h1- fund~c un~c:c- lH' 
ln p_c:f' Th0 ,<;:.tat0· "!:t cf 

t h0 hor:. J-Icrbcrt "\Vas 
rl ... t no O!!C' 111 hi n:.·dinar"' ~:-·n re: 
r~n·: JJoti P 0f r:f_'l-1P b:udz~ 1Yonld 1v:~ 
<>,air t th0ir lnh:r< ts i£ thcv WOl"· to 
(1CJ , :c- the hmJ. rncmbcT for Jicrbcrt su!.!·::-·,c;;h. 

Th0 hon. member for D!·cmcr sbtcd that 
lhe Bill pcnuittecl a franchis.;:, up to fifty. 
~ n :t,...-!ln", and c-Yen 100 years. 

:rr. D.·.,,If: That is pos.<iblc. 

],{r. TIGTLEl~: \You1d an:r person vvith 
ordin:'lry cornmon cnse or :u1y 'Ol·pora.tiou 
or compan:Y inYPst woncy in th(' construc­
tion of a bridge or any trafi-lc facility knO\\'­
ing tbnt the mon0y wonld not bG available 
h them fer a period of 100 years. except by 
dribs anc1 drab:), rcprC'~·cntin~- a few pounds 
per annum? Th0 statement of !he hon. 
nlPinhr~r is too riJiculous for sGrioin con­
f,i,l:··r~tion. ::\o one in hls ~anc ':<!J:Sf'~~ y,·oul.i 
~f:v-trtf'" mon0v for inv(>tmcmt if he know 
tllat hr- conl~] not rccO'.> r it again foi~ 
:-:t'Yn:t1-fivc or 100 :years, ex:c('pt by dribs 
and drabs. 

The hon. member for Bromer alco stated 
th .t th· local authoritic; were' !Jcmg pushed 
out by this measure. and that the way was 
h0in:r n1ade c>Jc-lr fot private enterprise. 
Vllw. did not the ]oral authority controlling· 
th<' Lo~anholmc area con,truct !ho bridge 
a :re .· tl:c Log-an River? \Ve !mow that the 
JWrcon controllil1g- the fcrr~' aL that point 
pctid R much as £4.000 per anl1um for the 
rirrht to levv tolls on tlw forrv; and we also 
i::~ow thot he bid as hig-h as '£1LOOO for the 
toll rid1ts on the bridg-~. If the banks have 
the neeessar"' monev and if the local nnthori-
1. j,:::; v- f'H' n~~parecl to con:::tr.~c~ thC' bridgt". 
then whv did the ]oc"l authorities not build 
this briclgo thermeJ,.os? They did not build 
!he bridve bocausG thcr ,.-ere unable to obtain 
the ncce~~an~ financf'. ~ The entire opposjtion 
to the Bil( is baccd upon a hatn to s '" 
private entcrpris~ giyeu a chBncc t'1 rnali:e 
a little profit. Hon. mcmb·:rs opposite do 
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'bate to sec an;.·onc given the opportunity to 
in\'c;;;:.t 111oncy with a vil'W to a profii_able 
return; but it is the policy of our Govern­
ment to extend eYory facilit0• to private 
enterprise. That is what we an" doin;" in 
passinp; this Bill. It will result in the 
attrartion of ne\v capital, which. in turn. 
will provide much ncPded <cork. 'rho '(lppo­
Rition appC'ar to be entirely ignorant of the 
fact th:tt the mor0 <:'apital att;·actcd by the 
Bill fol' traffic facilities the more work there 
will lw available, and !C'ss nncmployment will 
follmv. That is a very important aspect 
of this subject. I have alrcccdy stated that 
I approve of the Bill on the third ground 
-that it will provi-rlc relief for local authori­
tit'R. I ~pt ak with a knowledge of local 
aHthori1 nwttcl' ,, b cTu:;o T ~, rrs a loc:ll 
authori~ :v. ma11 JJIY~clf for 1nanv ~'car~. 
The 1o{ :d tt .thorltv with IYbi{'h~ 

.wial r J constructed road-'i t ht·oug;h t IH' 
area, but 90 per ce-nt. of thr' traHic 

O\Cr thf' rros inga J'( LJrc:~rnts traflie prL~,"­
ing rigf1t thrcmgh the .. r2n. Th d~ rnc-.. n" 
that only 10 per cent. of the trafiic over 
thosP crossing3 represents the traffic con­
stitntcd b,,. the ratepayers. Is it a fair thing 
to PxnccL the ratPpaycrs of a loca 1 authority 
area to provide facilitirs ~nch a~ C'Xfh:·nsiyc 
bridges arross rivPrS '-vhcn only 10 per ce-nt. 
of the tr'lflic is constituted by the rate­
llayers themsc!Yos? In the area to which I 
refer DO P' r C'nt. of the traffic represents 
thr0u~h trnfflc constituted hy !1£'01' Ie y, ho do 
r-.rt ront l'ibutc rtny revf'nue in that area by 
'"''" 'f ralr•s. Th<' local anthoritic' through­
oat fluc·Pn~1:; :1cl will wclcon1e the Bi1l; and, 
if the• prorJ"al~ are n:adc sufficiently 
nttraniYf', a : J.ffici(nt arnonnt of new- rnl;ltnl 
will b ·, fortheon1ing for the construction of 
traflc farllitir' i~ n1any places. 

Hon. members opposite have twitted Go­
vcrnrnem members with the statement that 
the primary producors will have to pay the 
i·oll. As H primary producer. and as the 
rc'prr-..0ntatiY0 of a Jarge number of priH 
tnarv producPr3. I welcome this Bill. In 
mnr{v in·tnncc' i~ "·ill provide traffic facili­
ti<'s in tr-, shape of brid"·es and roads, which 
;\·il1 ))(' n· il~c.:{_ r1 i" tliC' '~in 1-~.- th"ono·11 }j'>d 
tourist treffic. PrimarY nroducers will wel­
conc the oppori nnitv of -having- a first-class 
fal'ilitv eon:-:1Tuctcd C'YCr an in1!Jas:-:able river 
or l1acl cro"inc,·. It will be constructed bv 
priYaL' e:ntcrpris0 and C'".~entua11y becon1.0 
tlw pro1wrt:,· of the loco.] anthorit,- without 
anv •·ost. T welcome th Bill. and I am 
sati fl.f':1 thai· the 1o~~·l nnthorit.ics and nri­
nl<l1'Y nrcdnc~>r;; r-ill a1so •Yclcorn.e it. The 
mor0 trr,ffiP £q,cil1tics \Ve hnYo built. 11ndcr 
this Hill the bdtcr it will be for Quccns-
1anr1 and for ilw man on the land. 

Mr. KTBWAN (!Jrisbrr>?r) rs.46l: T ccr­
i'ainh· am prcporerl to a<"r<'e \vith the J\1inis­
tPr io thf' 0"'\:h?nt. thnt thif' i~ an i1nportant 
J>.ca<::ur0, althou~h ''Ve n1ay dj;:a~rec on many 
of it:-' nrovisions. 

Th" hr·n. IrPmlwr \Yho just resumed his 
..-:01t nn<'~tionPd the statcmC.nt made bv our 
DPnnh· Lenrl<'r ;,, conn0dinn with the 'funds 
of honk_;. He said it was a ridiculous etnt('­
ment tn moko thot ilw hanks \Yore unable 
to gc' t~·c<1r fund~ p1)1J'Pcl a~ th~ nresent 
time. The D,·,-,uty LPadc,. clE'adv enunciated 
that th(7 ::;.tatf~YnE·nt. 'vaR not his statement, 
hut m•t·ch· an Pxtract from the report of 
tlw ln;·t ""nnal mcetin,- of the Queenslancl 
Xatirmal Bank. For the benefit of the hon. 
member for Port Curtis and other hon. 

n, .. mbcrs. I \rill r<:'arl the specific ,tatement 
',,·hich justifted the Deputv Leader in reiter­
ating it in this House-

" The bal<mce-shcet has been in your 
hands for some time. and I will brieflv 
refer to it. Let us take the nrofit and 
loss account first-the net profit shows a 
drop of £62.665. increased income tax 
p~id during the period nnder review 
compared with the previous year is 
t~"·pOnslblf' L) £27.1?}. 'l"'d, <\\.;nu tr 
thP nnsdtkrl state of affairs i[Cncrallv. 
we haYc nol been able to fully employ 
on:t funds." 

:\1•·. PE.I'·'E: The Com,.-wrcial Bank of Aus­
iraFc: ~-lcl the ",trne. 

Mr. KTRWA:N: Thc·re is a verv definite 
statc,nwnt. It is an <'ffcctive rcnh to the 
hon. n•C'mbrr for Port Curtis and his shte­
r:1c<nt that t110 llt1ernnrc of onr Deputy 
Leader \YnS ridirulom'. I will read the 
rcn1\ininr:· paragranh-

" Our JWrcenb c. of cash to tot a I lia­
bilitic" .stands at 21R4, and our liquid 
as<ei io total liabilitico at 48.94, being­
the hi0:hcst for years an<1 over- trong." 

At 5.49 p.m., 
i\Ir. SPE\KFR resumed the chair. 

).Ir. KTR\YAJ\': This etatcmcnt in the 
rPport cYldcntlv esrnned the notice of the 
lwn. member for Herbert. and it is another 
ffrctivr replv to the hon. member for Port 

Curtic- · 
"\Vc are granting n11 sound applica­

tions fo;· acrommorlation, but there is 
,.e,·y little demand." 

\Vhat has he to say to that? It would seem 
to indicate that this restoration of confidence 
of which we ha\'0 heard so much has not 
'l'l'iYcd n.s ncr time-table. It is running 
late. I ho]1e that the Treasurer will do 
somcthin£; to accelerate the arrival of this 
ronltdcnce "c heard so n1uch about. We 
were <Ti ,·en to nndc rstan d dnri ng the last 
election camprtig-n that. provided th~ party 
which nmY arlorns the Trcasurv benches were 
rPturncd to ofRcc. there vvould be a rcstora­
ticm of confidence and an influx of capital, 
"·hieh this St:1te so ba cllv neerlc-d. The 
Trresm·cr stated the other. dav that. owing 
tn the T,,ng Administration in Now South 
\Vales. somethinr: lih £250.000 had come 
from th"t State to Qu"cnslanrl for inY<'st­
mont. Ts jt po::sihle t·h~t thls Bill is: a~soci­
ated v.i'l1 the arrival of that capital? h 
anv of that capihl to be used in ih~ con­
dr.uri'in:l d the Kangaroo Point or Indoo­
r'1opi!l:v bridg-e? 

'\h. BuTLER: vVhat is your opinion of the 
Bill? 

:\1 r. KTRW X'i.: I . m opposed to i ho Bill 
b ·can;;;c ii: i<;( a rract1onnrv lllf'n.su.r". rcY~rtH 
1n.cr. 8S it dn>'s. tr) n nrln('1n1f: ,\·h~f'h V,':t.­

:d:olis1: 'r1 i-:1 Rr1tirh C'OilllTIUniti~s ITlllLV vear~ 
"Q'o. The r0ign o£ offic0 nf th0 ·pr·f.·se11t 
Go-.,.rrnnlent hfl~ b~>en productivP of :::uch a 
:hltf' of affairs thnt thPv nr~ unahlc to 
nbt8in th0 1110nev for th.c construction of 
ionnortant nublic ·facilities. 

Tn introducing tho measuro the :Minister 
rofc·rrod to a committE'e appointed in tht' 
'CnitN1 Stoto, of America which had 
reporh cl adv0rsl'h on the approval by Con­
o·re .. v. ~-cncrally of fl grcelncnts rlenling with 
fnf'ilitlPP suC'h as \VG are now discusRing. 
The :Yiini"t Pr's rcfPtence '''as. no doubt. 
inl<'ndcrl to justify the action of tho Covrrn­
mont in allmYing him to deal with these 

JJir. Kirwan.] 
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agreements. I say definitely that, in view 
of the tremendous sum of money involved. 
a r ·oposal to build a bridge at Kangaroo 
Point. Indooroopilly, or any other place is 
of_ suffi_cient importance to justify a special 
Brll bemg pas,cd through this Parliament to 
ratify each agreement entered int"o. That 
would give Parliament an opportunit'> of 
discussing the details of any such agree­
ment. 

In analysing this Bill, one is startled to 
find an important departure from public 
policy in this State, 1nasn1uch as the JUinis­
ter is giv€'n full power to deal with these 
important mathrs. As a matter of fact the 
2\Iinistcr can either invite tenders or 'con­
sider proposals for the construction of sav. 
the Kangaroo Point bridge. I unde/star:.cJ 
that representatives from l\Ie·ssrs. Donnan. 
Long, and Company, Limited. recently con­
sidered cuch a proposal. and submitted a 
proposition to the Brisbane Citv Council. 
That proposition was unacceptable. There 
is nothing to prevent tho Minister from con­
sidc"ing that proposition; and he is not 
bound to give ,mother firm an opportunitv 
of submitting a proposition which mav b~ 
mor0 f-:nourab!e. Under this measure' the 
CabinPt will be empowered to close with anv 
particular offer. · 

Another extraordinary power in the Bill 
i.3 that which gives pr<!ctically legislative 
r.uthorit:v to the Executive. I have a definite 
l'ccdlection of an addrr '' deliv1 red shortlv 
after thn last elections by the Secretary fo!· 
Public Tnstrurtio11, at, I think. the C~nsti­
tutiomd Club. in which the hon. gentleman 

wl that one of the main principles of his 
Govnnmc:Jt >vould be th<• restoration of the 
principle.s of democratic g-overnment. No 
ono in his sane scns0s woul~l dare to uggest 
tl.at the restriction of parliamentarv privi­
le;_c~ no1Y being carried out is in~ accord 
with the hon. gentleman's remurks. 

No Bill has been introduce- l i!Oto this 
As~-crnbly c1nring ihc reign of th0 pres('nt 
(ion•rnmcnt that has net contained n clause 
givlnB" the G·overnor in Council poYrer to 
do th1s o:· to do that.: and, if there is anc­
thing- left Dnt of thn Dill, thca tho GoYornOr 
in Council bas DO\V0r to n1nke reaulatiGns 
which iR tnnta.n10unt to llSUq)incr the }10\Vel:~ 
of thiR P: rliarncnt. 

0 

J\lr. Ton:n: You will find that that power 
1\"JS cut out of SP';cral Bills. 

Mr. KIR'N AN: That power is contained 
in this Bill. Jt is rather strange that a 
CoYern!nc:It, ·wl~Ich S{1 t itself up as being 
~ Gcvcrnrnent Jn_ fc:;vour of restoring tht! 
rundnmcnbt! pnnc1ples of dcmocracc·. 
shonld, irnn1cdiatclv it ne :nmeg the reins 0£ 
r:_c;1ver: be re~ponsiblc\ for pla{:ing- in every 
]tdl 1ntrocluccd a, c1ausP contuinincr this 
obnoxious nrinciple. I do not inte;d to 
dilaie on this question beyond saying that 
no less on authonty than the Lord Chief 
Justice of EJOglan--l has seen fit, in a book 
wl~ich he ''rote sornc time ago, to refer to 
tl11s rna.ttcr aB the "The T'~e'v Dc:-;potism." 
W c know that snmP of the lead;ng- barristers 
rn this city hayo alf'o spok0n on this matter, 
and rer:ontly the " Daily 1\1ail" w11s so pcr­
tnrbcd at the drift that "·as takin!S iJlace 
m regard to _the Governor in Council usurp­
Ing the pnv1leges and functions of Parlia­
ment that it had a. special article on the 
'nbjcct, and it would not be out of nlace 
to quote that artic]P. After pointino-' out 
the Ya.rious Acts which contain this power 

[llir. Kinuan. 

and making special reference to the Income 
(Unemployment Relief) Tax Act of last 
year, the "Daily :Mail" of 29th June last 
had this to say-

" Actually, a survey of the legislation 
of the last soosion will make it clear 
thf!t the present GoverHment has failed 
lan~entably to check the practice to 
which its members had taken strong 
exception. Not the least serious aspect 
of the whole development is the a-ttempt 
which generally is made to estal)lish 
beyond all po,sible dispute the validity 
of the Order in Council. This is not 
merclv done in general terms: occa­
sionally the attempt is more specific. 
For exampk. in the Unemployment 
Relief Act of 1930 it is declared that 
tha regulations made ' shall not be chal­
l0ll.[{Cd in any proceedings lvhat:<oover.' 
This is a.n extreme example; bnt ir is 
typical of the movement which aims not 
merely at acquiring legislative powers 
for departmental officers, but which 
aims at withdrawing departnwntal legis­
lation from the supervision of th0 courts. 
It seems to be quite certain that the 
general public js unaware of the :-ignific­
-,~·''~o of thceP developments: and it is 
high time that public criticism wr1s 
brought to bear upon the cffortR of 
departmental officers who have been 
a.llower! to assume the power which 
should rest in Parliament alone. If 
proof were needed that this process is 
still do,-cloping, it is to bo found in the 
Financial Emergency Dill passed dm·ing 
the special seo,ion of Parliament la.st 
\Vcek, 'vhich leaves more to tl1e Go\'Crnor 
in Council than is accomplishc l in the 
Bill it-elf." 

Th(_, SEcaETARY FOR 
That principle was 
Labonr Government. 

PUBLIC IKSTHDCTIOK : 
introduced b:; the 

:\Ir. KIRW A;'\: Listen to !he hen. s·clltlc­
rnan rrtal;::ing an excuse of that kind: Jud 
icnagine the hon. gentleman getting behind 
the skirts of the Labour Gov<>rnmont and 
nttcrnpting t{} justify tho Govo:;.·mne1~t'~ 
polic_'l berause the Labour Governnv?nt 
which preceded him introduced this prin­
ciple into Parliament ! The hon. gentleman 
and his colleagues should practise what the 
hon. g·entleman preached at the Constitu­
tional Club. The "Daily l\bil" poiJ,ted out 
that, ;.yhcn l1on. rncJnbers no\Y supporting 
th~ GoYPl'!"llner::t were on +his side of the 
I-I'" .. I·,!, they rondc-Inncd in the stro~;b-23t 
laL,L:-ua~J thjs principle bcin~ inchtdl'd in 
aPy Bill-·-a!'ld now they a.re on the Govcrn­
J!lcnt bcncllc.;; thcv arc L'xtcnding the 
principle. ~ 

Thr othc·r da the Secretary £or L~bom· 
rncl Industry prorJ aimed again for anothcl' 
JY·riod an Act of Prtdiament which lwcl ex­
pired. Th lt ccrtz!inl:v~ i~ a 1nost extraordir.:..ar? 
po\YCr to be Yf'~<cd in any ~\linistcr or Cabi­
net. Although th t meamre wus pc.ssed 
b · thi,. Legislat:.ll'e to oporato for nv<'lYG 
months on]\-, there ls' a section ln jt ·which 
enabled thc,:\1ini·tl'l' to re-enact it for <mother 
p"riod. Commenting on that particular act 
of adn1lni::;tration by the present Govern­
ment, the '· Daih- 0.Iail," in an article of 
1st July la~t. said this--

., A srriking illustration of the extent 
to >Yhich Parliament hac; allowed tho 
Executive to usurp its functions i.s off(~rorl. 
by the gazettal of an Order in Council 
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extending the operation of the l:nem" 
ployment R<'lief Tax Act for anothet· 
y_ear. This is an order imposing taxa· 
tJon. The necessity of continuing the 
unemployment relief tax is' not ques­
tioned, but the principle that no taxation 
should be imposed without the consent 
of Pariiament has hitherto been regarded 
as an cscntial safeguard of democracy." 

There you have that fundamental principle 
flouted by the Government, who told the 
people at the last general election that they 
wore going to protect the fundamental prin­
ciples of the Constitution, and to see that 
democracv "·ould be given effect to in 
administration. 

The Secretary for Railways stated that he 
b(•lieved that the farming community of this 
State would be much better off under the 
toll system. I do not know exactly how he 
arri'. es at that conclusion. 

The SrCORETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I never 
1·:\:ntionccl t}n;,t. 

IVIr. KIRWX:'i": The hon. member for Po;·t 
Curtis justi[ied the stand which the Minister 
took. and the hon. member for Murrumba 
said that he would not feel at all flattered 
if he rcprr,ented a farming community that 
1-va:-; not prPIHtred to pay for services rcn­
dcrcn. He stated that, if there was a di;'tric' 
in hi:-;; area \vherc .a bridge was essential 
to e-nable farmers to get their produce to 
market antl the local authoritv would not 
build the bridge', if some firm of contractor. 
was pt'cpared to build the bridge, the farm" 
ing ron1munity would be prcvarcd to pay 
for the services rendered by the bridge. 

Sp' a king of the toll system, at the week­
end I hapy:-cned to be at T .cmbourine 11mm­
tain, where tl1e toll (_vstem is in OllCration. 
I found that th0 !WOple· 'sho own land on 
Tambourine lviountnin, whether it he town 
1nts or farrns l1cld und0r ordine,ry agricul­
tural {'Ondition~. pa:· th0ir shnre of tax ttion 
a,, the O\' nNs of the land, and thev also 
pav the toll even· time thev come, r'cnvn 
1 hP rr;ountain. ~ V 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR R"nLwAYR: The toll was 
put on to rdion' thf'm of their taxation, 
•nd they were satisfied. 

Mr. KIRWAX: In this instance they arc 
not only paving lo( oJ anthorit.y taxatio:ri, bu:. 
they pay the toll eYory timo they uso the 
road. 

The f)ECHETIRY FOR RAILWAYS: All the 
tncne:v goc~ ro rclie""~.~e the farn1crs fro1n 
taxation. 

Mr. KIR\YAK: The Mini tor laid much 
8trC';;.s on the ;.;uggcstion that it was rather 
stran::;c for the Opposition to oppose this 
Bill, since it would holn to find work £or the 
unemployed. -

The SE\EEL\RY roR llAIL"\VAYS: I-Icar, hear! 

Mr. KIR\YAN: The hon. gentleman 
reiternt0, th<tt snv.gcstion. \Ye >Ycre tol<l 
that the Bill, the Industries Assi.",tanco Bill. 
which was passed by this Government, would 
have the effect of causing a largo number of 
new industries to spring- up and would go 
a long 'va;.~ i:1 the direction of rclicTing th8 
unemployment problem. I do not question 
the .coocl faith of the Government in passing 
that mcasm·c. I think that when thev 
passed it, they honestly believed the resuft 
would be that a number of persons would 
take advantage of it to establish new indus-

tries or extend others already operating, and 
for that reason they wero inclined to believe 
that it would assist in relieving unemploy· 
me~. · 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You know 
wh: it has not had that effect. 

Mr. KIRW AN: All I have to scw is that 
th<J Act has not realised expectatio.ns. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And you 
know the reason. 

:'vir. KIR\YAN: There is no reason for 
bdievinc; that the confidence that this 
measure would create employment-which 
was largely rrsponsible for its introduction 
->.-ill be realised. Anvone who has care­
fullv studied the Bill ;,ust realise that it 
p;·n.ctically provides for carrying out works 
whieh arc now within the province of the 
locR.l authorities and the Commissioner of 
:\lain Road·c The suggestion is made, how­
eYcr, that the local authorities cannot do 
snch work. Take, for example, the erh:tion 
cf a bridge on some road which may be 
t.~rmr'd a highway-that is to say, a road 
used not only by the people of the district 
in ,;hich it is located for the purpose of 
going to the railway station, perhap«, but a 
road such as that betwce'l Brisbane and 
Gympie, which h used as a general thoroug-h­
fare bv the travelling public as well as by 
local 'residents. We na,cd a Bill last 
session to gi.-e power to local authorities to 
erect bridges and construct roads under the 
'amc circumstances as those laid down in 
1 his Bi11-that is to say, to enable them to 
call upoP the neoplc y;ho ns0 the roads to 
foot the bill involved in giving them the 
benefit of that service. I am told that it 
\Yas not uncomrnon to Roe a string of motor 
cars a mile and a-half to two miles long 
>Yaiting for their turn at the Coomera ferry; 
and there is no question that a large number 
d those motorists were prepared to pay a 
toll of cYcn half-n-rro\VD to get acro~s thrro 
withont dclav. \Vhat I want to know is 
ha· ' the Min"istcr or the Cabinet can arrive 
n.t the ronciusion that, jf a !oca1 authority 
r:,nnot borro~,\- the nwnoy to c~arry ant an 
'"'ential work like that. a pri.-ate company 
can :;;erurc thc n1onev. Nobodv can say that 
the sccuritv of a loca I authority, backed by 
th Gm·ernm0nt of the State. is not at least 
as cood a RPrur1tv as that ·which a private 
co~nanv conk! o"ffrr. I doubt YCrv mnrh 
whethf'l; in thr pre,rmt conditions of finance 
in thi, Ptato or elsewhere in the Common­
',Yralth or in Great Britain any company 
~ -onld bP ahlo to raise money ns adYflnta".'t:­
ouslv as those which conld he obtained by a 
1ora1 anthoritv "-hose Prcuritv wa-; gna.rant~erl 
hv tlw GovPr.nmrnt. I om inclined to think 
i hat. if th,, Government of a Stab• or the 
1oral a11thoritics ·within ::1. State nro nnab1c 
tn ra: 3 thP moncv to carrv ont the::-0 very 
r"r-~ .:;2rv pnblic works and public utili tic!', 
th0n th~re is no rra""on for b0lirving· that 
an~- con,pany will bo able to do it. 

::\Il'. DR'cm: Why? 

1\Ir. KIRW AN: Let me revert for a 
moment to a period a few years back, when 
the financial conditions were verv much 
more hvourable than they are to-day, and 
when the rate of interest 'vas very much 
lower. It was then verv much easier for 
Governn1ents, local autho;ities, or companies 
to obtain all the money they required, and 
in that connection I would like to refer 

M1·. Kinvan.] 
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to the oxl,orienr•, of the Now South \Vales 
Government, who entered into a contract 
with a companv which said it was prepared 
to con;.;;truct bridgm:, roads, railways, and a 
number of other things for the benef1t of 
the public lion. illf"''11bPr" opposite 1nuy 1n10•\· 
something obout the hislor·• of the Norton 
Grifliths cehcme i11 Kew South \Yahs in 
this connection. The offer made to the 
Government of that State was so tempting. 
so alluring, and so splendid that they entered 
into a contract with the N orton Griffiths 
Company. This was not an Australian firm, 
bnt a well-known English ftrm with a large 
amount of financial backing and all the 
nC'('f't:· ~ r;\.r organisation. The hon. 1nember 
frr \V arrc•o informs me that ono of its 
special pleas for preference in the Dominions 
in thP en rry1n.f)' out of these undertah:ings 
wn •; the fact that it wns an English firm. 
This enmpany entcr0d into a contract with 
the GoYernment of No'.;' South Wales. and 
it cost the Government £300,000 to get out 
of it. Tlw company did not fulfil its under­
taking-. Hon. members need not hke my 
statement on that matt0r. Sir Thomas Hen­
ley. when speaking· in Committep of Sn;1pl-· 
i11 th0 -:'-.:'"n.\v ~0nth \Y<>,)n~ t 1 "r1~ "'f"'1-. t'" 
reportrrl in "Hansard" for that State for 
the S<'"inn of 1920, said-

" Under the head of ' Miscellanea'" 
SorYices' an old friend crops up in the 
it ·m, 'Norton Griffiths and Companv­
cnmpPnsation in connection vvith tcrilli­
nation or cancellation of portion of 
agreement, £60,000.' 

" Mr. Lang: I explained that. 
" SIR THO>IAS HENLEY: I was away 

when this infamous transaction occurred. 
I think the total compensation this Sta~e 
has to pay as tho result of the blunder 
~mnmittcd amounts to about £300,000. 
The contract entered into was a great 
\Hong done to this country. I protested 
for hour.s agamst it, and the justification 
for that protest is shown bv the fact 
t h:J t tl1e Shte has been landed in this 
onormmcs Ios~. I rnenticn the matter 
no'; in order to toll the House the 
n:perience of Canada. Last year, when 
I travelled through the Dominion, I 
fonncl that the same firm had entered 
in~o. a contract there. I apnlied to the 
Mm1'""'" fo1' Public vYorks for informa­
tion, <1ncl I found that Norton Griffith.s 
hnd run the Canadian Go,·ernmont into 
thf' carryin!S out of work inYolYing an 
• xpPnclibr" of some. 4,rOO,OOO dollars. 
The cxpE'rience of· Canada was similar 
to our experience hero. with this differ­
<'ncc. that in Canadn the officials must 
havP lw··n clcvcrPr than ours. because, 
whPn th<e Govcrnnwnt ranrAllcd the con: 
trnct. it di_d not give the firm one penny 
C'on1pr>n ·cbon. The contract was can­
rPllf'i! hccamc Nm·ton Griffiths clid not 
f11lfil the conditions, and no compensa­
tion \Yas paid." 

I hrr ':P qnotcd tho~p r()m~nks to ( mpha:::.i::-P 
that T am nnt 'lt oll icJC!iJwrl to hPli<'YC that 
nlt t1Jif' rrood ''nrk }n <'011n0rtion \Yjth thP 
ro11'tn~ tif'n nf hridg-Pc; in t}~:~ citv and in 
other pods of the flbtc i likclv' to come 
A hrm~. Thf-rc we hav(' an illuStration in 
rnnnPction ~';ith a \Tr:v larg-e En:eJi.;:h firm. 
'Yith ~nl .. ndlcl ore;an1fltt1on and con~iderablc 
f1Pflnc1al bn.rking. No on0 cnn cn.Ic'>tion th" 
fnct that th0v ,~-f'r0 jn n n0sitio~ t~ urn:)]o,:~ 

0nRin0ers poSS('\ .. ini7' all the f'Xp·,·r·t 
·' r('quisite to t hc C'fficiPnt carr~~ing 

rJir. Ifirwan. 

out of public works. Yet they failed both 
iL Xcw South 'Val0s. wlwr~ thP Covcrn­
ment, u•Jfortunatelv, through !'h~ir officials. 
d1rl not ·draw up ~a sufficiently 1.vatcr~tight 
. ·:rcc-11Cllt to compel the company to carry 
- ~~t its contract arcording to co~;ditions and 
H0w of f'anc?llation ·withont f'OLlpcnsation. 
-here-as in Canada the Go' "rtEnent cancelled 

thP rontract ''vithout ron1pPn"3ation h0t tusP 
jhf' rompany was un11h1e t·o fn]fil the con­
·litions of contract. Whether the Secretary 
for Railwavs will meet with n sirnil~r PXpcri­
"lWC it is difficult to sa v; but that i·· suffi­
~~i, Et to rlcmonstrate that l.he Governn1cnt 
;· r'' 'lot lil<dv to meet with the measure of 
""ltCf'S that 'thev so exubf'rantlv anticipate 
Ire n the passage of this BilL · 

:Hr. KELSO: "Cndcr this Bill tl1c person or 
~·n·11pilllY s0cking a frDnd1ise Plust prodncc 
-.rnrity. before nny franchi~e is granted. 

}Ir. KERR: Th0y ha"<"C a1oo to k<ige 
security. 

:\1'". KIR\Y AN: This Gm·prnmrd may he 
n 0xtrnnrdinary Governmen~ ]i- rnay pos­

'" · all thosp qnalificelions that rlw Gon•rn­
mrnt' of Canada and New :';nuth \Vnlcs dirl 
l'Ot po 0~s in dealing with tlw Norton 
Grif.l!ths Company. 

l\Tr. J{ELSO: Tii.HY ma!1Y yf':J.r:" a~·o \V 1 8 

tht? 

:,Ir. KTRW,\K: It was sircc the war. I 
~-:1' i11stifird in a-,king how. if n finn of the 
; . "'-~ling , nd rPputation of Xorton Griffiths 
~u:cl C"ornp lilY frril0d to carr~'ir out contracts 
Pntf'rf'c1 into with the GoYC'l'lltnf'nb of Xcw 

\Vales a1•cl Canada, the GoYOr'1mcnt 
State can hope to get some mythical 

col. 'panv to construrt :l brldp·r OYer the Brifl.­
' :1 •~(\ ·Ri·n'r at J{angaroo Point. 

Th0 SEc~ETAnY FOR. L.\DOFR Axn I~'nrsTRY: 
"Do you wnr.t tbo bridge thcrC'? 

Vr. KTRvYA'J: A special" eommic .. ;ion was 
n. ppnintcd to rc-por~. 0!1 t·hc most suitn blr· site 
fnr tllf' 0rertion of a bridge acro;;;s the Brl~~ 
1 tnP HlYf'r. the> ideA lY·ing- to r0licn"" the 
conQ.·c~t;on of -rPffic nt ·vjetori 1 . Dridg-;'. Th?.t 
ron~rni~·.lon rf'norh'd in fnvonr of the J{p_ng-a­
ron Point ,,it·0: but at the time \YO had in 
no\\-cc i" th0 Citv C:ouncil n lot of bu·inrs'< 

,,.011-kno\YTI NationflliFlls. nncl they 
io construrt hrldg.' ·whcr0 it w .. s 

ret l'<'Cornnlf'ndccl. :u:d <lt a Point v;hcrc any· 
·nrrn not possrsc::p(! ef P,:(HC thr~n aycraQ"(' 
i·ri·rlli£Yf'l1<'C knO\VS t}1~t imtnf'diat.r1y tho 
hridg-e js hu1Jt acro's th0 riYcr at KanR'aroo 
Pn11~1 th-: bridge at Grc'"" street '"ill be prae­
tjcall;,' u~dc~s. 

The :';ErRETARY FOR LAc'"lrR A"\D I"\llTT~TRY: 
1)o :von \VnHt a bridge: oyer th0 rj\·cr at 
J\:nngar.)O Point? 

:\1r. KTRW \N: Tf t"he brick • ·::ere to he 
rou~truc.fcd, it shr:uld haye bcPn constructed 

Kang-arco Point_ for thP simple rc~so,n 
it would pr~Yent all the hcav:v traffic 

, ~ up the main streets of this city. 

The SECRET\RY FOR L.IBOrR AXD T,m- .TRY: 

Tho•n vou do not want a bridge cl Ka:1garoo 
Point? 

Mr. KTRW AN: I want the bridge; bur I 
an> not prepared to ha Ye that hri dge bui1t 
under the conditions laid down in this BilL 
I em not .a prophet, nor am I the son of a 
11rophct; but I ca11 venture t}:c opir1ion that 
that brido·0 -~vill never be bnilt under the 
c·onditionsc·laid down in this meamrc. 
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Mr. Dl:l\LOP (llockharnpton) [7.20]: I 
t·:psin:: to 1uakc a few observations on this 
Bill, which, to be consistent with m,y vote 
at tho introductory and in accord 
y·ith mv attitude last I lnost strenu-
ously o'pposc, became I object to the prin­
ciple of tolls. j\Euch talk has been indulged 
in bv hon. m~mb' _., on both sides on this 
y>art[cular IDPaSUl'8; and it is to bo 1'0'/retted 
that tlw Secretary for Labour and Industry 
does not now act up to the spirit of the 
rtn1onrhnrnt "\:hich he n1oved last cck on 
a n:otion submitted by tho hon. member 
for Urcgo1'y. Hon. n1c1nbers will remember 
that ih~ }Iinistcl~ conce1·ncd moved an anl('nd­
mcnt to provide that on tho que•,tion thPn 
being diseusst>d all partie1 in this Charnbcr 
should co-operate in the intercots of the 
country. 

Thii Bill nrm·ides that certain >York shall 
be given tO prh.~atc cornpanits, bceause 
neither the GoY'l'nmrnt nor the local authori­
ties e. re i!l a financial position to carry out 
thost• \York~. Tht··re are many hon. members 
on tho GoYernment sjdc who are oppo;;c-d 
to this Biii, hut under the wrctche1 port;,­
:"\':'tl'm t1v haYC' to chow'2 the lecr._,cr of hYO 

c:vil \Yh~~ 1nakc a part~7 qucstio"1 of a 
matL•r like, thi' 1 It nwrcly proves that 
the bm Indqwndcnt members of this Houo~ 
-vv£> 1~aYt_ not both spoken yet, and no doubt 
'<t~ nw~- differ on this particular B111-
(1aught ·r)--can get up and speak aecordin_~ 
to our conscience. and act in the bcrt in ten sts 
of the conntr~·. That is my reply to the 
Scctc'Ltr:.~ for Labour and Industry. 

A c·_)'l ich r:-1 blc a,n1ount of t1'\ addle ha~ 
h-f'Pll ~·pok1•n on this matter; and 1n:v~ only 
regret is that the windows of this Chamber 
1vcre not thro1Yl1 wide opc·n to let tlw ab~urd 
\Yard-; n~orc freel:v, bccau:-:e th..--.~,~ ~re 
not to a c.arrful consideration of 
this rtncstion. 

_\n atb'DO]lt \I''" made to create the bocrc 
that nrith0r tllo Covcrnment nor the Jot;·,] 
n ut110rl tl r~; CQn n fford t ·) carry out th0;;:;c 
work:-. l\1'".~ <lttitndP is tlL't ,'-:_u:h rnattcr 
. honL' he dccirlcri b0· the ,,-ill of the people 
concrT2.erL Tf Hw p?oplo jn a particular 
lor:ali 1 :~ ..., l'C' in f"·vonr of rwrmittir:~~ priY'l t-~· 
t'lltf rpri~'' to do th0 IYm·k. and arc nle:o 
prC'narf'd t~) tht• tq1l charges fixed rlft0r 
n of all matter". then it is 
n io dccicl0. _'\ftAr all, that 

.:o~rnry fer -..' hich I s+~nd. This Eill. 
on t 1'0 othr1~ l1nr-rl, drn~ not mPan dcmocrac",-. 
'\Y h:nTf' t}H' :.,- ·ctac1c ·Jf bo:1. mcw.lx,;·s 

0m1ntr'-' con"tituPncies trying- to 
fhat t.hcv arc out t1 b0lp 

th0 n-;nn r:n lr1nrL ·wh0~1 w • knovv DC'rfP.rth-
cil thrt their nttitndr' OH th'; Bill po'nts 

in nn oppo:-:itr- c1j!·0rtion. Onlv t.hc otl1cr 
ni Lt T -.t f-nr1 f'Yfll1hatic, ,ll~v th.;": nny policy 
·p:h-ich Hu-:- Go::YYcrnnlPnt brong-ht forward to 
n~c:i ·t thr 'llctn on th0 1r~nd W0 1.dd hnvP m,_ 
- !J;T''Ort. hr: 111:<.·1. c,..~n' ldt'T thctt t~o primar'? 
r>rncluc0r is th0 of tbe conntrv. 
Thi~ };;; Q·oi~v' to br> a further tax <1n t 1 ~c~ 
cornmun1t:'i' j thP ccntr0 whore rrny bridgo 
or ron.rl j.c.; f'Onstrnctrd. That is 011jtc 1Vrf'Dg". 
H T am mw judg-e, tbo Premier is rcall:' 
opposocl to this principle. 

The Pn·:rrER: I nm not. I think it is 
mnch 11, i'Pr that the people who use a bridge 

ho'J1d r;ilv for it. 

".Ir. DU:'\LOP: I heard the Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition and the hon. member for 
Bri:;banc :::.tato that certain banks had indi-

catocl that they had the necessary where­
withal to lend, but they had no one coming 
forward asking for loans. Any local autho­
rity like ihe Rockhampton City Council 
and others which pay their interest and 
redomption-I am proud to say that the 
Rock!:ctmpton City Council stands as high 
a:-; n ~~. nltn~icipaiity in tq)uc{."'nJlt ~jd-c. __ n ofh~r 
<-Linp\c ~ cctlrit:.: for a lo·.tn. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What about 
the Hockhampton Harbour Board? 

:Nir. D'C:\fLOP: I own up to the position 
in regard to the Rockhampton Harbour 
Board. The construction of roads and 
bridge. should be carried out bv local autho­
ritie." Ho1L m·,mhers on the Government 
side can laugh and interject, but, when you 
1ind such jnano interjections being made, 
it s~ows it hurts them. Apparently I am 
,•ettJng under their Nationalist skins, and 
they do not like it, but that does not perturb 
me in any way. This is work that the 
local aathorities should carry out. 

J\Ir. KERR: If they won't do it, what 
then' 

:'\1t', DUNLOP: Then let the p0oplc hove 
a voiP '" to whether thev want the facilitv 
or not. \Vhy should th~ Government fois-t 
it. o:: to them? I am rot against the prin­
r·ink <t~~d ··iy i·t c···. 'qn·i~ ~ in ( Ttain 

TJ·' SFCRET.\RY FOR LAnct·R AXD Ixors~RY: 
\Yh ·; t ::ne you in favour of? 

?vir. DUl\LOP: I am up against a lot of 
those things that the hon. g(mtleman non­

argues in this House. I am not 
prjnci1)lo nf private enterprise, 

T ilJ.!.J il g.:t inst. private enterprise being 
gi';en the prlYilcge of making a 10 per cent. 
profit an.! c:1arging ' toll. ther~h,v putting 
fur!Lor taxation on the people who are over­
tnxe l now. The rPreasurcr was taken to 
ta~:, ~n thn no·.~ spnpcrf becnu-o he \\'as sup­
n(ls_·d to hflYe .-:aid that. if the conversion 
loan i· not a succecs. there is a likelihood 

fnrthcr taxation following. and he' stated 
heavii:· en01n;h taxed already . 

lJ()i'C' ·~n~· F th~:-J ;:1 fnrthPT 

is g-oing back to the drrrk ages, 
e of the i"te;·jections of those who 

n1c Oil thA Co• <:lnd 
no 

r;:'l!(' cRET\RY FOR L.\nonn .\xn I:;nusTRY: 
Yon ha Ye oxpresoed no opinion at all. 

=,Ir. DU:\"LOP: That stnpid interjection 
sho'"' that I am hitting- hard. The hon. 
rrc,ticman does not like it. but he can take 
it; stw·H1ing np or fitting down so far as I 
Ulll C"JIL'PrPed. 

LP ;t Year the Serrctan for JYiines intro­
dnr -d j-wivate Bills vali.da.ting agreements 
rnade "';vith nrivatc con1nanics to \vork certain 
rnining ar8fl.;:. That- was quite a.ll right. 
There ,, as no toll in those cases. , \Vhy can­
not the Govcrnn1ent mako a similar arrange~ 
m0nt to g-et these bridges or roads con­
:=-trndec1 ~o long as they can get the nece~s~~r:y 
cc•curit\' from the centre-·; in which the famh­
ties arc to be huilt? \Yhy not give them an 
a·.!TPf'Dl_Pllt, the san10 a.s ,,-as given to these 
nlinlng- corr1panios which desire to work the 
rnininrr areas? I haYo not heard that the 
fiovernrn0nt ar.; prepared to do anvthing 
for ).'lount Morg-an in that direction. This is 
t1lr: cnrse of nnrty politics. No matter ",,~hat 
Tll.lY comp from. the GovcrnmPnt sid~. it 
must h0 SllppOl'tocJ, IlO matter whether it is 

Mr. nunlop, 1 
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a good thing for the State or not. Granting 
that what the Deputy Leader of the Opposi­
tion caid is not altogether correct, there .is a 
certain amount of money received from toll 
bridges or roads. I think he instanced one 
case of £900 being received while the cost of 
collecting was in the vicinity of £600,and in 
another case £400 or £500 was collected at 
a cost of £2DO. I£ it costs that to collect 
the tolls, the system is absurd. 

Mr. KELSO: How much will it cost if the 
local authority does it? 

:Mr. DUNLOP: The local authorities 
know how to run their businc''· 

A GovERX?.IENT :\1E1IBER : Thev do in 
Rockhampton, anyhow. -

Mr. D"C:\"LOP: One thing I can sav 1s 
that the Premier and Treasurer arc p;oud 
of Rockhampton, wherE! affairs are run pro­
perly and the liabilities to the Governmen\ 
arc paid, and the Home Secretary will back 
me :m on that. 

Jf private enterprise comes in to do the 
"\1--ork under proper arrangements, it ,,:ill be 
all right. I am not against capital coming 
into ihc country. .linyonc who is against 
c_~.pitrrl con1ing in to foster industric.~ in the 
St·· tP do('S not know what h is talking 
aLotlt. C_ipital is required to finance the 
di>I"crent industries of this State. 

Thi3 Bill conbtins thirty-three clausrs. 
Clau.-c 6 cm·crs four and a-half page.", and 
it is too much to expect hon. members to 
as,imi!ate such a big clause in Committee. 
but appuently it is a bit of Nationalist 
stratl'r,-y. Right through the Bill, as vvas 
pointed out by the hon. member for Bris· 
banc, there is nothing else but provicion for 
being ruled by Orders in Connc'l ,ncl Exe­
Putivc 'minutes. He quoted the " Daily 
::\lail "-and I may point out to the press 
in the nrccincts of this Cha1<-1bcr that Bri; .. 
bane pftpers never have an~: time for rne, 
nor do I care about that. (Langhtc,-r.) When 
I ris0 and speak in this fiousc the 
J'\ atiomtlist press keep it out of the papers, 
as the,- do not 1-vi:::h "\vhat 1 cav to n~ach 
the clc~ctors; but, thank God, ,,:e have an 
j_[npartial paper in Rockhampton, ~.vhich, 
although opposed to rne in politicc4, is large­
minJed enough to give a just report. Hon. 
members will remember that I made it my 
bu~ine,<;~ to draw snccial att-·ntion a fr,v 
''.-cck~ p_g:·o to a lcadlng article in the Rock­
harnpton "Bulletin," taking the- Govern­
nu•nt to task for administering affairs so 
n1nch bv Orders in Co'Jncil arJd Executive 
minute •. - That is one of the strongest 
)..rationalist papers in QUPPnsland outside 
the metropolitan area. 'l'his system of 
gon'rrnnent by Order in Council is a rotten 
principle, "nd should be discarded. \Vhy 
do not the Government C"OYOrn the 
countr•, ertirolv by Orders in Council, and 
thus throw a boomere.ng which will n turn 
on t!wr-·-dves • The Premier read the load­
ing artjclc referred to; I sent it to 8V{;l'Y 

member of the Cabind. It was nlain com­
mon sense that the "!Horning Bulletin" gaYo 
us, and I rer;-rct to see that the Government 
are s+ill acting on the same principle. If 
they can do that, why not govern the 
countr•: <'ntirely by Orders i!1 Council made 
by th" Cabinet, instead of asking sev.cnty­
hvo members to pass legislation in this 
Chamb,r? 

I notic'd when I first cntnecl this House 
t!Mt the Cwwn lost no opportunity of cscap-

rjf,·, D11nlop. 

incr pavment where it could: and I see that 
onbe clause of this Bill absolves the Crown 
and local authorities from paying tolls. 

;\;fr. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. DUNLOP: I am against that prin­
ciple; but, if you rule, Mr. Spaaker, that 
I ctmnot deal with it until we reach the 
Committee stage, I will abide by your 
ruling. I see nothing in the Bill about the 
employee<> of these road facilities or the1r 
rates of wages. Are the.' gomg to ha,ve 
the right of going to the Industrial Court? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They are 
under it now. 

::Ylr. DUNLOP: Possibly workers under 
the intermittent works scheme will be em­
ployed. I consider that workers engaged 
in bridge making aud road constructH;m 
should •~et the bas·ic wage; but tho Mmts­
ter saict' nothing about it in his spEech. ft 
was v-orv hard to follow him. and he d1d 
not tell "us haY-' the men Foulcl be c-ugoghl 
or paid. \Yill he say tha.t they will be paid 
the [Jasic wage and ha' e the nght of access 
to the Industrial Court? 

The SECRETARY rOR TIAILWAYS: Yes; they 
·will get the ::_ntard rate of pay. 

::Yir. DUNLOP: And have access to the 
court? That is quite satisfactory to me. 
\Vherev-er the Government can get scme­
bodv else to foot the bill thev are only too 
rea.dc' to do so. Last sess1on the same 
Mini"stcr introduced the Railway Snpr c·­
annuation Bill. Mv own opinion ' ,,-o that 
he did not so mnclr want to do juctico to 
the railwaymen as to have the use of the 
large amount of capital which be •,;ould 
rcceiYn out of tho payn1Emts. So abo., l_J~re 
he \vishcs to get out of the rcspons1 o1hty 
of providing the ,c facilities and dump 1t 
upon somebody else. 

The hon. 1nember for Oxlcy a.bsnrdly, 
thou<rh no doubt quite cinccrely, clrev; an 
aual~gy between the facilities to be r:ro­
vided under this Bill and the post ofhce. 
The hon. member knows that the postal 
ticpartn1cnt is govcrnetl. by laws pa~scd 
throucrh the Federal l'arhan;ent, anJ g1YC:, 

a S( l·;ice throur,-hout A u~trnlla. Jiow, thon, 
can it bo con1p-~red ·nith a. toll bridge

4
_o1: a 

roacl 7 \Vhen the hon. member for dx1ey 
\Yas speaking, I saw the Prcn1icr _sln]li~:g 
up his sleeve; I could almost feel hts "rml_c 
trieklinc; down his back. (Laughter.) It rs 
far better to smile than to gro-.-·!. It has 
been stated that the people will net be com­
lJdled to use th·,-; roarls or bridges; but I 
belie-ve that it i-; proposed to Cllrl")' out 
certain works that will enter int:J competi­
tion ·with the r.,ilway _); and I also under­
stand that the Secretarv for Hailways has 
a groat ob,ir~.:;tion to thO constru~t~on of_ a 
road parc~tllcl to and in cmnpetihon \Vlth 

the ra.ii· .. ay s~:stcrn. 

The Bill is a Committee Bill, and I shall 
rot delav t:hc H-ouse verv much long _r. I 
yotcd agcainst the toll syo-tcm on a previous 
c;, c;,sion, and I am s<ttisfied that Rockhamp­
tou woul-d not welcome the toll ''Y olcm there. 
h is regrettable that after forty years the 
Government should return to the toll system. 
\ftcr all, a toll amounts to a tax, small 

though it rray be; but the aggregate of 
theso small taxrs has a serious effect ur:-o~l a 
worker in receipt of a srnall \\'a~e. Any 
married man with a wife and family knows 
how hard it is to make ends meet even on 
£4 5c·. per week. It has been stated that the 
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people are called upon to pay tram fares for 
services rendered; but it is possible that they 
will now be called upon to pay a toll in 
addition. I am against the proposal, not out 
of any spirit of bitterness towards prh·ate 
cnterpriso. but I am opposed to the type of 
private enterprise '\vhich permits companies 
to levy tolls upon the people. We, as a 
democratic country, are going back to the 
dark ages, and I congratulate the Opposition 
upon telling the Government that they arc 
returning to the dark ages. As an indepen­
dent member, I would like to lift the 
Government into the age of light, so that 
they .,, ill know where they stand. Members 
oi the Country Party section of the Govern­
ment retort. "Absurd!" as if they knew 
r~ver,vthing and nobody else knew anything. 
I propose to vote against the second reading 
of the Bill. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrcgo) [7.43]: Thi< 
Bill certainly carries preference to unionists, 
rhe unioni~ts b-::ing the ''go-getters" associa­
tion, but in no Lircunl~~tanccs will it be found 
that any bridge vr any great public work 

iU res'vtlt £rout it. It is rneroly '' asting the 
time of this House to provide a Yehicle by 
which capit'al ma:, be attracted; and it is a 
dead ccrta.i1:ty that, if there is any taint on 
Australian credit, State or Commonwealth, 
then thut taint cannot be got over by 
atten1pting to arrange for private ctpital to 
come in to carrv out thc'e works for which 
thoro are no public funds. 

The proposal to build some of these bridges 
for a community of 330,000 people is utterly 
ridicuiotJc. It is a fact that the Kangaroo 
Point bridge should ha Ye been constructed 
in preference to the Grey-stn,et bridge; but, 
having built the Grey-street bridge, there is 
no rea,on 6 to suppose that 'vo are going 
cheerfully to attract capital on anything like 
fair terms to duplicate a bridge facility in 
this city with a population somewhere in the 
,-icinity of 330,000. It was only the other 
day that in :"Jew York, with a population of 
7,000.000, they ceased to have a ferry across 
lho Hudson River. 

The Huds'on tunnel was constructed, not 
by privat··· ownership, but by a trust of men 
representing all the local authorities in i'\ew 
J er·ey, :Manhattan, Long Island, and other 
parts of the New York State, who joined 
together for the purpose of building this 
work as a public utility. \Vhile there iJ a 
population of 3,000,000 on Long Island, there 
are only tour bridges over East RiYer. 
Already this countr;· has gone so far ahead 
of it,clf that we find that a million-pound 
town hall has been built on the old village 
duckpond; and it is' such a costly thing 
that it is already makiiW the people in thi> 
city merely tenants of the City Council, ancl 
in many cases tenants at will. Becau, e of 
this insensate desire and ostentation of both 
municipal and public wm·ks, I know of a 
place in Queen street which was bringing 
in a rental of £32 per week, whiht the 
rates are £56; and yet another building 
\Yhich has a rental result of £60 per week, 
whereas' the water rates alone are £1,800 
a year. This would seem really to giye 
the halt to any of these ambitious pro­
jects if we did not know it was utterly 
impossible that tlwy should be built. 

The position also in London is that, with 
a population of 7,000,000, they have nothing 
like the number of bridges that would be 

rqn·c•,ented proportionate]:; by three bridges 
across this ono l'iv'" for 330,000 people. In 
tnlking to-clay a bont franchis,os in the United 
Stales of America, the Ministe!' left out of 
consideration the fact that the United States 
of America is Uw homo of the belief, founded 
in the very early clays of the nation, that 
it is not the function of the Government 
to build raihvays, tramways, waterworks, 
telephones, hydro-electric works, or any other 
utility; but out here it has been our political 
;·eligion in regard to public works that the 
l~ovcrnmcnt or local authorities should be the 
O'rners. \Vo see already the beneficence 
of that policy. 

It is idle to sao· that just because thia 
i,, a time of dcprc"'ion, therefore the whole 
.'!JNne of public ownership of utilities sho,lcl 

dropped, notwithstanding that Dr. Duhig 
,,uggestcd that our State raihv,ys should 

be sold. Dr. Duhig mistakenly thinks that 
all the other railway systems of the world 
ha .-o been constructed by private enterprise 
v;rit~tout having given credit for the enormous 
arnonnts that ha Ye been written oiT those 
railwa:;·s in their early stages; and he com­
pares the Australian railways with their 
he ~vv cost. dlicd to heav" interest rates 
allie;l to hadly-contractecl, :.hart-dated loan~ 
v;ithout any sinking fund, and on1ittino- the 
eapital value of the land; and, ther~fore, 
be concludes that the rail·,,-,vs of other coun­
tries havo cos't less. As a, matter of fact, 
rh~v have cost more. There is not one rail~ 
1:vay .across America \vhich not onlv had 
the land through v;hich it ran given' to it. 
hat which was not hclp0d by tremcnclou; 
State subsidies. For instance. in the middle 
\Ycst there wcr<' thr( ' or four lines which 

be ,•n caneolidatt>d into the Union P:>cific, 
Paul's-l\1ilwaukf·c, or ::;orne such Lig svs­

ic·rn---whiPh r0presf'rd.ed to rhe States a d(:bt 
of £45.0CO.OOO, which has' never been repaid. 
The Briti,;h railway sntcms would never 
l,a,·c paid only for·thc fact th:>t the:." ruined 
I >·o·J.,aJHl, of th0ir early shareholder'. Th" 
fir..:t and st:concl corr1Pani( 3 were ruined, 
anrl the third company got the eyotom at 
il scrap price. Therefore, before consider­
ing or condemning the Trholc qu.cstion of 
public ownership, it is neccbary to get at 
the bookkeeping by which these alleged 
rc~ults have been obtained. In cYcrv ea so 
we find that the American railwav; wNe 
:oat only subsidised at critical ti~nes by 

-large loans of State n1oneys which they never 
repaid, but also, notwithstanding the objcc­
hon of rnen like Lincoln, obtained a free 
grant of land through which the railway.; 
passed. It took thirty years before there 
v~·as a State Con:unis'sion in An1crica, which 
prevented those railway companies from 
penalising certain people b;; rofming to 
carry tLcir freight at an:v pric.?. 

The ioll system has its principal obje< tion 
to ns in its inequality. Tolls properly and 
equitably applied would ouly have thP 
,.c3tdt of releasing indirect toxa tiDn m 
favour of more direct taxation; buto, in the 
case of the rrrilways and roads, the Govern­
ment are asked to discriminate against cer­
'qin people who can afford to pay. l 
believe that. in the case of a bridge. C',peci­
a!ly where it is anything like a tourist road, 
the people who use that road mostly for 
pleasure should be paying directly, and not 
the people who are living in the locality--

GOVERXMEXT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

lfir. Bedford.] 
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Mr. i1EDFORD: But for the purp.Jses 
gencraJly of roads the policy of the Govern­
rncnt JS to give franchises IYhich n1ust call 
for hc~vy tolls. (Onposition laughter.) 

'l'he scheme of the whole S\ otcm of tolls 
is that it has always be0n a~<sociated with 
the proposition b:1 which the Gonrnmcnt 
built the public utility which fed the private 
toll system. For inBte.nce, the Government 
in New South \Vales built a railwav station 
son1e didance out of the city, ;nd then 
bmlt an claborat- s•;stem of street railwav,; 
all over the easter"n suburbs. Then thev 
l;nilt thorn down to CircLllar Quay; an~! 
tnen bmlt •.ome more ra!lwavo on the north 
side of thn h .rbour in order to feed the 
private entcrpri.-e ferries. That is the itind 
of n bn~Se '"hich is rnaking the Australians 
awake to the general foolishness of these 
propo.sitivn-. 

Now, it i.s alleg-ed, for instance, tha.t A us­
tralia cannot .Gnd rnoney bccaus8 it cannot 
attract monc-"- frmn OYerseas. If there i' 
one thing- \n3 do not want to do. it is t.; 
attract rnoncy frorn ovcr.-Gas. If there is 
one thing Ar:.::tralia should now set its face 
ng L-;nst, it is tho scheme of rnaking anv 
1nor: o ,cc·rseas connnit::-nents "'.vhich are to b'c 
p.ticl hJ us Ly goods vvhich \Ve ca.n ' ell pro­
duce hen•. Tho Prmnicr and the Tre:.L;;u!.·cr 
al·e f!Oinu; ·~hottly to a Loan Conference. at 
\Yhich the 1rhole position of ..._1\xstralia -,vill 
haYe be again fully and fraukh~ dis­

Pcoplc who believe that the loan 
1-:'ls no\V put us in a po:-:ition in 

we con go in for a system of publi" 
con~tructcd bv OYcrscas borrO\Yecl 

rnoney sin1pl~ argue <~n lnabilitv to sec the 
fact". The loa .. n c·o~ Ye rsion doC:s uot n1can 
any nc\'v r 10110/, nor does it nll'fl.ll anv nc·v 
PHrrgy. It ouly u1can:;; that a little 'bit of 
the old oYerhead has been reduced. How 
can aHy'_;o(~y think that this countrv can 
r;q on 

1
:'---3. it h~~ bcc1~ doing with thl~ .dole tr; 

li" paL1al Pcl \Vtth ~on1c presently unnecc-..~arv 
hrld~,'C hich 1nay have to be b~ujJt sooJE'l' o'r 
Jnt0r. \Yhen th·.' r0al .>chcn1e of the intcrna: 
dcq __ ·lopn~eLt of iho couHtry is \Vanting~ 
tlw.t. v;h1ch would be productiYe iu goods 
\Vlltcil ·,ynnld be sold overseas-the Jecki!:" 
of the riYcrs, the linking of the raihYaYc" 
tho spending o£ £100,000,000 or £150 000 ooo' 
~vhich, put into a sinki11g iund at 6 p'er ~ent: 
mtcrcst per annum, would moan that in 
fifteen years these works would be o .ying 
~10 1nm:cy. .TJnd?r the Govc_:_L'llTI0nt s~-;;;.tcnl, 
1f a bndge 1s bmlt, at the end of the fran· 
chise term we shall have a bridge more or 
less a :tnonunL'llt to ,,-hitc a,r:.ts, b._causo it 
would be allowed to run dmYn as a private 
utility reverting to the central authoritv 
ahYays is allowed to run do1.vn. ' 

Certain journalistic fuglemen have been 
urging thi\;1 thing. I an1 surprised to see an 
excellent newspaper like the " Courier :' 
AYi11g this-

" The objection to the toll Fs!em h,;s 
itself become as striking an an~chrenism 
as the toll system itself was believctl to 
be.'' 

),ne! it goes on to argue about tolls. Then 
the sting cornes in these words-

" Private enterprjse will come to the 
help of this State in the wav of under­
taking very necessary worl~s if it is 
encouraged to do GO; and if those works 
a1:e to be done by private enterprise it 
w1ll be necessary to allow private enter-

[llfr. B'3dford. 

prise to make a proOt on its under· 
takings." 

The TREASCRER: Ho,r, hear! 

. Mr. BEDFORD : The Treasurer may say 
'' Hear, hear!" (Opposition laughter.) 'rhe 
hon. g:entleman has a habit of regarding 
h1msell as a financ1al gemus because of his 
successful auction of fowls in Roma street. 
(Opposition laughter.) Really it does not 
apply. He regards all these things very 
superficially. Most of his Treasurv ideas 
arc got from those merchants of routine, the 
Under Socrotarre'·, who, after all, arc prob· 
ably still back iu the middle ages. Their 
jobs being secure, they have no reason to 
think cut things for themselves. A report 
published in America dealing with toll 
bridges says-

" Three-fourths of the present toll 
bridges are private ventures. The public 
bUJlds the road, encouraging traffic. But 
where the road meets a stream somebody 
puts up a bridge and makes the public 
pay to get across. In many ea ,_.es the 
charges are extortionate. At one bridge 
in North Dakota, which cost 300 dollars, 
the toll is 50 cents." 

The 300-dollar bridge is one of the tre­
mendous public y, orks that the Minister 
quoted this afternoon-

" Ono in Marvland wa, called 'The 
Gold :zvnne Brid'{e ' bec.''USG the owners 
made 1,000,000 dollars in fifteen year~. 
Another, over a similar period, earned 
every year a gro-s income equal to three­
fourth3 of it.s original cost." 

The " Courier " then goes on to say this-
" The hostility of the Labour Party 

to private eDtorprise is past all under· 
standing "-~ 

I supposil like the love of God-
" It is continuouslv condemning some­

body bocau3P of the increasing unem­
ployn1ent, yet it is continuously trying 
to thwart propoc'lls that will assist work 
and developrncnt." 

As a matter of fact, the old Citv Council 
cLjected to this becau e somebody came 
along proposinS' to build millions of publi0 
works although they only had £76 capital, 
Jc s 'l'ully and \Vil-on's b1tc or costs-

'' The Labour Party repeats in parrot 
frt-,hion: 'Let the Government or the 
local authority do the work.' " 

See how the concession-hawkers in the past 
have given Au~tralia a bad name. Take 
the Chilla,goe railway. That was entirely 
depelJdcnt on metal prices, but the Midland 
Railway Company in 'Western Australia was 
not. It was a, land grant railway built 
through land that is now the best wheat· 
producing ar a in the State. It has never 
raid a penny to anybody but its promoters. 
It never made a profit, and it wasted all 
the capital it had in useless appeals to the 
Privy Council objecting to the Government 
building a railv; ay anywhere near it, and 
then the Government had to take it over. 
The Emu Bay Railway was built in the 
sa1ne "'ay. 

There has apnarently been a hoodoo on 
private enterpri:;o constructing public utili­
ties ever since th~ beginnjng of Australia. 
The Va.n Diemen's Land Company came to 
Australia for the nurpose of taking up land. 
They landed at Circular Head and from 
afar off they could see all the' good land 
and those tremendous trees that would break 



Tolls on Pric·a'ely Construct< d [26 AuGDST.] Road Traffic Facilities BiU. 511 

nnything but an Australian bushman's heart, 
big blue gums, and also they could see those 
big marshes that grew nothing but button 
grass and were so valueless that their only 
product is marsh flies. It is a ~rn·ing mattrf'~;s 
"till, building on itself year after year, 
[tncl i~ ,,·ill gro1v nothing. It is valueless 
for anythir>~ flr.d the good God decided 
that they should pick out what they called 
"The Do· .. ·ns.'' 

They also said they would not go into the 
forec,t, hccacrse they were afrai.d of what they 
called quaintly enough "the Indians." As 
a remit the Yan Dicmcn's Land Company 
never got any of the great agricultural 
propc·rt_v of Tasmania. It mi, •• ed by the ··ame 
rtood luck borh the J\1ount Bischoff and the 
~liount LH•ll Commomn•alth lodes. and fin­
ished its inglorious career. It has been taken 
oYer by a~l- \u~tralian com1Jany \Yhich is to 
nwrkf't the S\Yatnp gLun for paper pulp, 
and ~in1il:11·l:v with the .:_\ustrallan _.Agricul­
tural c~}rnpany and the Peel I-tivcr Land 
Co1npany. 

Xo rnatter ho'Y evil a Govcn:mcnfs ropu­
t,,n ion in the monev markets of the world 
is--and 1 ron,iclcr' the reputation of th~ 
prr:-~ellt Q,uN'rbland G oYernment n1ust be evil 
abroacl. bec·au<:> the Prcrnier sav~ the onlv 
D1L·J-hcJ of t uabling hinl to get a loan is b:­
:~'i'.-ing to the overseas investor a ncvv Lr)per 
£-Ion~e, \Yb.irh proves that tho overc.oe'ls 
inH·tor i getting more soft-headed than 
PYer a~-:cd that he lends n1011ey for God's 
sake: 

Let tu take the cc. se, then, of tho most 
humiliating attempt of Australia to get 
away from its proper job of the Government 
constructing public \vorks. It is no use: con­
sidC'ring the case of any other country, 
bec.au'e there is no parallel. America has 
largely got rid of its p11.blic estate. Queens­
land has 430.000.000 acres, of which it still 
owns 403,000,000 acres. The present Govern­
nu~nt have not much tirno to givo rnuch of 
that away before we got back to office. 

In the ca'c of the ~orton Grif!ith's business. 
i-::; -·as innncasurably a ,,-orsc ~~tatc than one 
r :.ulcl t;-ct frmn the hon. n1embcr for Brls­
brne's reading about Sir Thomas Henley 
frum the 1\Pw South \Vales "Hansard." J\1r. 
Holmnn broke away from the Labour Party 
on the conscription question to fonn a 
Nationalist Government, and therefore harl 
to be a strong Empire supporter. They gave 
this coiltract to the Xorton Grifliths Com­
pany, sounding the slogan of Empire, and 
ihi:;: vvTas the eYil arrangement entered into_ 
They w0re not to find the monev. The 
GoYcrnrnE'nt were to guarantee thc1n, ,vhich 
tncant that the GoYernmcnt \vero finding it. 
The Government were to give them the full 
re ourccs of the Department of Public 'Narks, 
the full resources of the draftsmen's end of 
the department', the Harbot!rS and Rivers 
DE'partmcnt, and the gen.eral engineering 
facilities under Government control. The 
Govcrnmeilt were to find all the money. The 
iron. and steel can1o from their friends, and, 
on the lop of that. they were to have a bad 
English \vay of getting paid. They were to 
get 5 per cent. on all they spent, which. of 
course, \'\·as the worst incentive to econon1y 
that I know of. They did that, and finally 
the Government had to pay £300,000 to get 
rid of them. It is a freak arrangement to 
get finance. especially in connection with 
compani~s in Australia that even British 
private enterprise adopts. 

The 0onunornvealth O.il Corporarion was 
fomwd in London. It wasted £4,000,000 
capital, >•nd then did not finish the job. It 
\\ .ts formed to exploit certain large oil fields 
at \Volg·an, New South vValcs. The manager 
got 5 per cent. on all he epcnt. The Now 
South \Vales Oil Shale Australian Company 
with retorts made of firebrick and bonded 
witlt old railway iron, had b:'en turning out 
('rude o~l and kero"cnc for ve~1:·-:;. Thcu this 
trcrncnUous collection of gCniLt~: :; fl·orn iho 
ether side of the world ca.nc o· 'r. threw out 
t~1c C!ld retorts, and put. in 1.~3 r;~toris fro1n 
Scotland at a cost.' of £128,000, ignoring 
the fact that the shale they had to retort 
in S otland ran 18 gallons to the ton, and 
th , t the shale they h-td to retort in W olgan 
m11 SO gallons to the ton; consequently, ten 
rnir_utc, after those rctorir \vent in, you had 
a:t cxplo-;lYo 1nixturc working inside and 
a mnnber of wild Scotch gentlemen running 
a"-"'' like those who fled with \Yallacc. 

Then take the prosecution the other day 
of Lord Kylsant, whose practice it was to 
get paid by results. They did not pay a 
salary-a large dary-and then have seven­
teen auditors to watch him day ancl night. 
They decided not only to give him a salary, 
but al'o something on thL alleged cHnings, 
,,-hich at last decided him that there were 
r arning~ of half a mjllion or so that were not 
there. -In Commonwealth Oil case they paid 
the man £5,000 a year and 5 per ccr,t. on all 
he spent. and in five y,'ars he got £65,000. 
The im'Yitablc reconstruction came, and they 
" kidded " him to put back into the rccon­
otruction all the money he had got, and now 
he is back where he was in the beginning, 
do_ing 7-:,. 6d. assays in a cellar at \Vc..:t'­
n:rn, ~·-:or. 

U'ming to the provisions of this Bill, 
SiJeaking in this House on 21st August, 1930, 
on the motion regarding moans for reducing 
the cost of litigation-when everything I 
~aid was rnade gern1ano to the qur~tion by 
the rather good amendment moved by my 
frie:cd, the hon. member for Mount :\forgan. 
I said this-

'· It proposes to build a railway from 
1\orth Sydney to Manly at a, cost of 
£4.500.0CO, alld to hand over the railway 
lino free, and ·the power-houses and 
rolling-stock at a valuation at the end 
of the time. \V e all know what that 
means, The capital cost of £4,500,000 
IYill be spread over sixty years, which is 
the proposed franchise, In sixty years, 
at the present rate of growth, the popu­
lation of Sydney should be somewhere 
about 7,000,000. Long before then the 
ri,_ht to overcharge passengers will be 
"m·th great profits on the £200 a day 
represented by capital costs. H <'lp of 
that sort would be worse to the country 
:.han an attack of pneurnonic plague. 

" There is another instance in the case 
of the Renown Rubber Company, in 
conncdion with which the Government 
foolishly arranged that it should be tax 
free for some years, irrespective of any 
injury that might be done to the Dun­
lop, Pcrdriau, and other companies 
"!ready operating here. In this connec­
tion someone has alroadv gone to London 
to get some money which may or may 
not be in existence. There was registered 
on 6th March, 1930, a company called 
Public Developments Limited. It has a 
nominal capital of £2,000 and a capital 

Mr. Bedford.] 
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in real money of £76. Its nominal 
capital is as modHt as its objects are 
ambitious. Its nominal capital and real 
money do not constitute a great financial 
preparation for its intentions. Its signa­
tories were E. G. Parnell, Alderman 
Dart, J. C. Kcrr, Harding Frcw, A. S. 
Hudson, J. S. Kerr, M.L.A., and T. 
Nimmo, M:.L.A. Its solicitor- are Tully 
and \Vilson, and L. C. vVilson, solicitor, 
a':ld E. K. Tully, solicitor, are share­
holders. A little later, after some pub­
licity and after the company approached 
the Government for concessions and the 
Premier replied that the hawking of 
any franchisF s or permissions ·would not 
be permitted, J. S. Kerr transferred his 
live shares to L. C. WiLon, Harding 
Frcw, A. S. Hudson, E. G. Parncll, and 
Alderman Dart-one each-and T. 
Nimmo transferred his shares to E. K. 
Tully. On. these seventy-six shares £1 
per share had been paid. That is to 
sav. £76 has brecn received for sharec, 
and from this has to be paid out of the 
funds of the company 'the charp;es, fees. 
and othPr expenses in connection with 
the promotion, formation, and incorpo­
ration of the company' in the words of 
the clause in the articles of absociatiou 
governing that particular activity. Tully 
and Wiison aro the solicitor', and were 
entitled to be paid their fees and charges; 
and it is nnlikcly that sufficient money 
remains of the £76 subscribed to cuild 
all the bridges, railways, 'vaterwork:;. 
and other public utilities mentioned in 
the memorrtndum of articles of associa­
tion ne b-_ing the objects of the com­
pany." 

I do not wish to go any further into that 
subject cxcept to mention that the hon. 
member for Oxley, in a speech which he 
made on the same subject, said this-

" It is a pity that tho very good motion 
put forward by the hon. member for 
Mirani should have been clouded bv so 
manv side i~::;ucs. Certain charges fwv(~ 
been" m tde against me of being interested 
in a company called Public Develop­
ments, Limited. The history of the 
whole company is that, b<eing vitally 
interested in securing employment for 
men in Queensland and being at the same 
time intc•rcsted in the construction of a 
bridge across the Brisbane River at 
Indooroopilly-a bridge that would be 
of immense benefit to my own electorate 
as well as the electorates of Enoggera, 
Toowong, and Ipswich-I was partly 
responsible for the company being 
inaugurated. I was personally advised 
not to let my name appear on the ground 
that a parliamentarian should not have 
his name associated with such a com­
pany. I said, 'I have nothing to hide, 
and I want it to become public property 
that I am interested.' Does it not show 
something of the standing and integ­
rity of the· hon. member for Enoggera 
and myself that, although that company 
was started with a few paltry thousands. 
it now has a couple of million pounds 
behind it." 

A couple of millions pounds? £76 ! It has 
a capital of a couple of million pounds 
where the Rockhampton Harbour Board has 

[Mr. Hedford. 

its couple of million pounds-do,, n the sink. 
And so he goes on-

" I resigned from the company 
because, as a public man, I refused to be 
associated with any company vrhich is 
g·oing to make money out of the people 
of Queensland." 

So he came back to facts at the finish. 
Last year I was under the necessity of bring­
ing up the case of the Renown Rubber 
Company. The Government had decided to 
try to help to establish a new industry here, 
"·hich they were perfectly entitled to do. 
This company misused the statements made 
by the Premier in his letter and the state­
ments permitted to be made in the pros­
pectus based upon the letter from the Under 
Secretary, Chief Secretary's Department, 
'' ith the result that the Premier had to cable 
to London to ask that the advertisement 
be \Yithdrawn. 

He will soon have to do- th,, same in the case 
of the Commonwealth Preliminary J\Iines 
s~.-ndicate's adYertisement in the ,, Financial 
N,,ws." Last year this syndicate was granted 
109 square miles of mining areas on the 
PPJmcr River and other places. Hon. mem­
bers on this side opposed it, but our objec­
tion was of no avail. The statements made 
by members on this side have now been 
u od in that advertisement as showing what 
the Government have done for the company. 
There is no attempt to come out here and 
mine. The statements that we made wher; 
opposing the Bill in this Chamber are now 
being published in full-page advertisements 
in the "Financal News," asking the invest­
in.<r public to notice the tremendous valne 
of tho ·concessions zrantcd by the Govertl­
ment. For instance, in one place they say: 
"Copied from the Under Secretary for 
Mines' Report." I will hand this matter 
to tho PrcmiPr late-- on. "'l'h, cc('nt of tlw 
year has been the discovery of some thou­
sands of ounces on one of the fields," so they 
say. although no date is mentioned. An 
attempt is being made to delude the people 
into believing that it is an event of this 
year, whereas it is an e.-ent of nearly forty 
years ago. These are misrepresentations, 
but the Government are not to blame for 
them. I am only trying to point ~ut the 
pitfalls that they will have for any shred 
of integrity that they have left, and the 
trcub:e t-hat is open to them b:· rcuwn of this 
mi:'(ron9truct.ion-if anvbodv can misconstrue 
a clause four pages" long with sentences 
like those uttered by the hon. member for 
Hockhacnnton in his speech'--' containinrr 245 
words without any controlling punctuation. 
Public works, but not these particular hricig-p 
works, are necessary. The country is not 
old enough for these additional bridge works. 
The mistake hfts been made at thB other end, 
r,nd should not now be repeated. We should 
not repc8t the Inist,_t.i\:e ~nch fls f'Onstl'uctin~ 
;t trV.Yl1 hall belic"'.~j:;HT, that f:nrno';np els0'9 
capital will come he1:e to enable the work 
to be carried out, and that we shall have a 
rake-off. reprf'sented by the wages to be 
paid. That will do no good for the country 
in the long- run. Waste is waste, no matter 
who practises it or who pays for it. 

But there is a way out. The Premier 
and ' the Treasurer are to go to a Loan 
Council meeting verv shortly, and I ask 
them to get away from their hide-bound 
opinions as to what constitutes money and 
what does not. The money that we borrowed 
overseas did not come here as money, but 
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came here in the form of goods when we 
could have made the goods ouPselves. I can 
see nothing else for Australia but a gradual 
descent of the morale of the working man 
on the dole. There arc thousands of good 
men taking the dole who will not be good 
men jn t'vo years. 

I cannot understand the tremendous fight 
on the part of the J'\ ationalists against the 
proposed fiduciary issue of £18,000,000 when 
their god, the Bank of England, has already 
reached a ftduciary issue of £475,000,000, 
rer\1cing tlh~ ratio to .(_rqld b.·: £75,000.000 
until it now represents 12~ per cent. of the 
total note issue. I ask the Premier and the 
Treasurer to get away from the superstition 
of the gold issue-a gold issue which is never 
used-one that has been down as low as 
'2~ per cent. in the history of the Bank of 
England, and the bank and the country 
were not a penny worse off. They should 
try to realise that it is safe to have a 
fiduciary note issue of £18,000,000, which 
they have been content to condemn. and that 
it is pcrfectlv ridiculous to spend £24,000,000 
in the soul-destroying dole in a period of 
two years. They should trv to see that it 
is the duty of every g-ood Australian to 
endeavour to get the 400.000 unemployed 
men hack to payable work bv expanding 
credits and stabilising prices at a level that 
existed a little while ago. 

The- MECRF.TARV FOR LABOL'R AXD IXDL'STRY: 
How can -you do that? 

Mr. BEDFORD: It can be done. Let 
me put 1t this 1vay: Supposing, for instance, 
£100,000,000 wore lent to us from England 
i:o-morrow ?--

Mr. KERR: \Yhat has that got to do with 
the Bill? 

.Mr. BEDFORD: It has " great deal to 
do with the Bill. I am pointing out how 
these great public works can be met with­
out thi' Bill. If £100,000,000- were made 
availablP to us in London to-morrow, it 
\.VOuld not rornn out to us in cash; it 'vould 
come out to us in goods. As a result of thrrt 
credit, supposing these 1nen "\Vere put bad~ 
to work at the end of fifteen or twentv 
0-cars, having paid £6.000,000 a vear i;r 
interest, we would still owe the principal, 
whereas nnder this scheme· of stabilisation 
of prices. and owing to the fact that the 
exn-~nsion of -currency ~~vas sufficient to put 
these men back to ;. ork, thns destroying the 
dole £or ever, and a sinking fund of 6 per 
cent. being established, then in fifteen years 
the people would have the works for nothing 
and the credits would be wiped out. That 
is the v.·ay out instead of the pettifogging 
way that has been suggc.;tcd. 

I do ask the Premier and Treasurer, when 
they arc speaking for Queensland at the 
Loan Council-and on them will largely 
depend hmv the case for (,;ucensland is put 
befote the Loa,n Council-to get away from 
their old book superstitions, and their old 
ideas. which have no further use in these 
times now that th,, old SL!pcrctition of the 
gold standar-d has been exploded, and also 
t-o release thcmsclvc-; fro-m the tyrannv of 
the British banking system. " 

:Yir. 1\fAXWELL ('I'oowong) [8.18]: It 
scorns to me that there is a contest b8tween 
the hon. member for Herbert and the hon. 
member for \-Varrego for the position of 
Treasurer should by any possiliility a 
Labour Ministry come into existence. That 
will probably happen in fifty years hence. 

1931-2 K 

The hon. member for Brisbane appeared to 
me to imitate a very old and respected 
statesmen of Australia who has "gone 
'<vest." I refer to the late Sir Georgo Reid'.s 
"Yes-No" attitude. He took up the atti­
tude that the Kangaroo Point bridge was an 
essential public utility, but, :argely owing to 
the police· of his party, he could not submit 
to this Bill, which proposes to enact a system 
of tolls on bridges constructed under it. 

Mr. POLLOCK: He did not say anything 
of the sort. 

Mr. ::\1AXvVELL: That was the inference 
ono gained from his remarks. I desire to 
reply to remarks of the hon .. member fol" 
vVarrogo, who referred to the City Hall as· 
a building which had been erected on what 
he i.Prn1c-d a duckpond, which \vas not true. 
The hon. member also referre-d to the system 
of rating in the City of Brisbane. As· these' 
mattors link up with the building of bridges 
and roads, I think I am in order in replying 
to the statements made. 

Anything that was done in connection with 
the building of the City Hall-and in this 
matter I am with my friend, the hon. member 
fat" Fortitud0 Valley; we can both claim 
to have had a good deal to do Yvith it­
everything that was done was done per­
fectly legal, aud I am very proud of 
''"" a,;,ociation with it. The Labour 
G~vcrnn1ent vvere in po\v-er at the tirne. If 
there was anything wrong with tho build­
ing of that structure, how is it that, when 
the civic authorities advertised that it was 
their intention to borrow a ccrbin sum 
of rnone-y for th8 \Vork, there \Vas no objec­
tion b:- the people eon<>crncd, and they were 
the persons, ''vho ,,·ero n1ostly interested, 
haYing to pay? Further, the Labour Go­
Ycrnment gave tlwir consent to the local 
allthDrity·'s action. The bui:ding of the 
l'ity 1-Iall. which is one of the finest 
Rtructun•s of its !rind in the Southern hemis­
phere. provided a great deal of employment. 
"nd assisted consid<>rably in the development 
of Bris'banc. In view of the fact, also, that 
the Labour Governr:ncnt is.:Jued an Order in 
Council npproving of the action that wa.s 
being taken, it ill becomes the hon. member 
for -\7\T arrogo to speak in tho ridiculou~ 
etrain he did to-ni,ght. 

The hon. member alco referred to the 
rating system here; but I reiterate the state­
ment ,,-hich I have frequently .made in thH 
:House l)rotesting agaiu~t the hcaY,V i axation 
0~1 our citizens, and holding tho Labour Go­
YCl'nment responsible for a position whereby 
(~crtain ratepayers can scarre]y get any n1oney 
for their property. Let me recall the attitude 

dopt< d by the i'detropolitan Water. Supply 
and Sewerage Board, who at that trmo salll 
it was neces.,ary to alter the method of 
rating. The idea Df the board was that 
the basis of rating should be services ren­
dered. The Labour Go,·ernment said that 
vas not their policy-thnt the whole of the 
t, xation n1ust bo irnposod on the unimproved 
1·aluc of the land. 

::VIr. SPEAKEE : Order ! I would "~sk the 
hon. member to connect his remarks with tho 
Bill. 

Mr. MAX\-VELL: I am merely replying 
to statements made bv the hon. member· 
for VYarrego, who pointed to the heavy 
rating in the Brisbane area, and the possi­
bility of something s'imilar accruing under 
this Bill. That being the case, I want to 
draw attention to the fact that the heavy 

711 r. M a.xwell.] 
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l ates that the people of Drisban., pay ai, 
the present time can be laid at the door 
of the Labour Part.)' in refusing to alter 
the polic" of their party by accepting the 
recommendation of the )Ietropolibn '\Vater 
Supply and Sc•·:erage Board to rate upon 
se-rvices rPndercd instead of unon the unim-
prcved value of the land. • 

The hoiL :ncmber for Brisbane told the 
House that bridge:::~ \Yf'ro a nece . .::sary public 
utilitv. I can understnnd the hon. rnen1bC'r)s 
CJ1 tihlde in conn~dion >':ith this matter, bnt 
I cannot unr1cY'ltand h1.,1 nJctTilH~r of speak­
ing·. The local authoritv could r •t l·uilcl 
thl_' bridge. and COuld vnot build ( JrtaiE 
roads; a11d nrivate cntc-rpri::::e -,.vas pre­
pan,d to co-"o in and help to develop the 
"itv an,] •omc of the outside districts; but, 
he~auso it wa:;; oppo:wd to the policy of the 
Labour Party, jt rnust not be done. \Yhat 
should be don<:', acco;·ding to the L:tbour 
l'artv ""s that the whole of the bu·,inc" 
~f thi~ State and th(; n1unieipal ar<'a should 
be carried out either by nmnicipal m· State 
::-ocialism. 

\Yhcn thcv WNc on the Govornmcnt 
bc•nchc•s, vc l~nm·: \Yhat happened. \Ye lcww 
that £5,000,COO wa' thrown away on 
Pnterprise::;; yet these gf'ntlcnlcn h~cV(~ 
in1pudcnc.3 now to toll tho people thnt 
propPr ccnrsc to adopt is to tnl'n J.oy,n 
cncoura 2;< Tlcnt to priYatt~ en~· rprisc and 
Dcdopt tllc principle that hn • been one of t;l ~ 
biggest -ClH'sf·,~· tlwt Queensland ha~ OYer cx­
pericncccL Ono of the biggest cm·,es Queen -
land has ever (_--:\.peri(nced as the ntton1p~ 
by the Ln Lonr P~nty to e1im-inaic cncouragc­
Incnt to pri,Tato cntcrpri~c by putti11 ~ ~.:.eh 
re· trictions on entC'rprisf' tl1at it "---ls lm­
]lo:._-iblc to carry on. r_flhcy CllCOUl'fl,[{Pd rt 

::-vste1n \vhich l1as' becu tho ruination of the 
\~-hole State. Hon. n1en1bPrs 011 th0 other 
~i.do have said that >.Y(' huYP gone bark to 
the dark ogc··. and that do not kno\v 
anv countrv in th8 <lav that ha-; 
ndOptcd a principle such a thi~.' Are the:v 
dense ' Do t hev read? Do thev tn vel"? 
I only need refer them to the Sj)it bridge 
iu Sydnc,v. \V hat happened th'!l'C 1 That 
was a toll bridg-e, which happened to be ~~ 
great success. Thc.v rcliginu:_dy tlYoidod n1cn­
tionlng- a toll bridg(\ that has b<'en erected 
in Sydney and has' bccu a sue cl'·~. 

::\Ir. H.i~LO~: Bv a private concrc·eion 
owner? AnswPr that! 

M;·. l\1AX\YELL: The hon. me"• hot· can 
make his own spo· rh_ Tho principle is th,_ 
~amc. If you ~6vc the encouragement that is 
so essential to bring into our community the 
?nOlle,\ nccc·'3sary for ptlYatc- clitcrpr1sc. and 
so nccc:-:sn 1'.·' for dcycJoprrwnt, we arc 
to expand. WP arp g-oin;:r, to giYe 
and cnconragen1ent to those who have rnor PV; 
and, inst0ad of invc _,ting in other countrj~s. 
they ',,·ill put their mone-- into the develor­
mcnt of the State and the Commonwealth. 
\Ve h:1vo il!l example of the success of the 
toll systern in t.hc Rpit hri·d '~t~ in S~idnc.v; 
and, that being thG cn·,p, the al'gnmcnt 
advanced by hon. rne1nbr~rs opposite do(';;; 
not hold anv water. It rs better that 
those who ti-_e tb1 e brid,:: . .,c•s anrl roach 
should pay for them than that the 
individual who::<J land is ta-,ed should pay 
for th.:;m. Why shonlcl those who are usin<; 
the bndgcs and road to South port and th" 
road to Tambourine Mountain not contribute 
something towards their cost? Why should 
tho .. o men who arc striving hard to mako 

[Mr. JJ!axtcell. 

a living on the lane! be taxed for the benefit: 
of those individuals who ar.o 'tr .. ,velling­
up and down the road? It is quite true 
that those who are !i.-ing in those areas \\·ill 
tmdoubtedly coutributc something towards 
the cost invoh-ed; and thev '':ill offer no 
objections to doing- so. I .. say that these 
bridges are necessary for tho opening up 
of our cities and district~. 

J\Ir. DASH: 1Iorc taxation! 

Mr. l\L\XWELL: That is an inane inLr­
jrction. I remember hon. m2mbcrs opposite 
talking the other day about the sales tax: 
which the Federal Labour Government have 
impcsed; but they ,,aid it was not a tax, 
bLJt only a charge for services rendered. But 
because the Nationalist Gon'rnmont do this 
for the benefit of the comrnunitv, and to 
encourage capital to con1e in an~l help to 
relieve unen1ployment, because we ~re 
courageous enough to act on. these ?enefi~,al 
line", hon. members oppo31te obJect JUSt 
because it is contrary to their policy. 

I can qt1itc understand tho advocacy of 
the hon. member for Leichhardt of the 
sc<:iali~ation of inch:strv. _\t one ti:n:e he 
b0lieved in State and In.unic:::al ~ociali.~ation, 
bat now he is ad,,ocating Russian tncthod:;;; 
"~nd the ~ocialisation of }udnstr:v. Sornc 
hon. mcn1bers opposite arc not coura<rL'Ons 
c!lou?·h to stand up fc;· tho objocti.-c of th,ir 
platform. Instorrd of the GoYNn-
~nent and putting· up Sallies and 
kJJockin.s thcru down. ihe;.-, should haxo 
<--CCC)llt<'d th0 a(h'ien of the PrPnliPr r:.nd the 
Socrt)tilrV fo::_· Labour and Indu~tr.;--that 
this is n'ot a time to find fault. This is not· 
n timo to say, "I-Io,v arc 1.1:0 going to get 
on the Treasurv bcnchr. "!" bnt " How best 
can \Ye hPJp All3tral1a ?"--- \)t :-:ticking to a 
policy tlmt hon. mrmbr rs oppo~.ite ha Ye been 
instrUcted io giyo effect to. ThPy haYo no 
freedom at alL 

The GoYPrnmont arP to br: congl~atu:,1ted 
for jntroducing this D1f :1sure, which will 
help to creatP that confidence >Yhich is so 
essential. It will let p<'~ple who rune money 
to spend kno" that they 'cm place every 
confidence in the Government of Queensland, 
which will not do anvthing detrimental to 
the people of the State. I congratulate the 
Government on ihe introduction of the 
measure. 

::\Ir_ POLLOCK (Grroory) [8.34]: The 
introduction of the Bill hns given ono of th· 
real reasons for the Government's !and 
policv. \Vhcn the Govern·nent were returned 
to power, they lost no tim<' in creating the 
necessary legislation to give effect to the 
subetitution of the freehold principle for the 
leasehold principle of tc•nurc, It v;a ·; not 
very long a.ftnr that atrnosphcrc '''as rrPated 
before the Government took advantage of 
ovc•ry opportunity to anHend the hwd Act 
and to provide people with excuses to secure 
freehold tenure in lieu of the Labour Party's 
policy of leasehold tenure. The object <;f 
this can easilv be seen when vou studv this 
Bill. It' is iwt, as the hon: member for 
Toowong would have us bPEcvc. merely a 
Bill to enable the Government to construct 
a bridg-e. There is sufficient in the measure 
to enable the Government in tho future, if 
they wish, to construct evet7 road and every 
bridge under the t'oll system. 

·what is the general policy of the "go­
getter" in regard to land? First, to pick 
out a likely foc~lity, good for agricultural 
settlement purposes or residential purposes; 
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next, to buy the land under the freehold 
tenure; and then to get a conccs .ion to build 
a. read to that land. rrhat serve~ a t',\ a­
fold purpo~e. I believe that under thio Bill 
a large " rake-off " on the building of a 
road iB easil:7 po·,,ib!o. ln fact, I believe 
t.ha t no one \V ill undertake exrJenditurD 

to construct a road such as that 
big- "rako-cf[ "-in time 

t}H~ exp0~H]itnrC' of the 
build the road justifies. 

' rakc:-c _,L" the huil:le L' 

01vncr of tho land-and 
sarnc person o~· gl·oup­

to have the value of tlw l::tnd so 
that the;· ,, ill get an additional 
'' there. 

The TRF'-SL:-·En: \Vhat do you mean by 
"rake-off ' 7 ? 

l\Ir. POLLOCK: Perhnp· I had better 
cxr;lain to tho unsophisticated Trca:,urcr, 
who has ;leen ::;o long dealing in H.orna street 
that he naturally ",-oulcl not know its mean-
iLg. It ~nndue profit. Sorne people 
\vho arc dispo3cd tcrrn it "unearned 

that is an old-fashioned 
tern1. The rl1 rc~surer, if he really achn.ittccl 
tht} truth, ·would agree that he under~tood 
' thv 'l ho did the term " :a ke-oft " 
but the lc:ttcr is a term that is 
in the civilised couuJries of the ·world 
the toll sy'tem and the freehold s: otom 
operate. 

The TRE\-'"CRER: 1:ou kno 
about it. 

~0rnctbing 

n1r. I?OLLOCK: I httYc certain1v read 
abont ii, but I have never mYnod an;,- land. 
so l suppose I conld not be accu~sod of 
participatin;:--. But I am not going to be 
drawn oft the track. The point is that the 
Government policy of freehold tenure ena!Jles 
people who c,hrewd and given to sharp 
pra~tice, have the capital and the 
c -.pncit;r to nL,ke rnone:v, fir Jt. to get control 
of the la,nd to wl1ich tbi;; road is to be bc1ilt. 
then to bnild a road, and to get a " rah>:­
oif '' from both. It ]s a ncrfectlv ·fair 
argun1f•nt. I-ln1-r dce.s that con{rw.re 'v~th the 
effect of the Labour Part:;,'s policy of per­
JWtLJ<1l leasehold upon land settlem< nt and 
produ( tion and tlw general expansion of 
ind1':-1trv Y Under tho Govornrncnt's policy 
a. mrtn 'who settled in a fnvoured area \voul(l 
ue able to get the land only at the price 
at which the owners werP prepared to soli, 
whereas under the perpetual leasehold sy';­
ten1 the Govcrnn1cnt \YOl-:.ld own the land. 
and such a settler would get it at a fair 
rental on the h~s's of th8 unimproved value. 
If the land we're improved the State 

)u:d r;ct the uncarnn:J incren1or1t. In 
that difference bPbvo£'n the freehold and 
leanchold tPnures is to be found the reason 
for the GoYcrnment's belief in the principle 
of toll roads. The net result is that shrewd 
people will fmcl out that roads can be built 
to CPrtain where land is valuable, and 
that the land be so enhanced in value 
by the improvement that the people who 
occupy it will be down on their ln!Ccs for 
ihe rest of their live" trying to pay off to 
tho Ol,~ners the ciolJt or increased value \vhich 
has been placed upon it h:: the construction 
of impmvements and road facilities. That 
is the h:story of evc"r;;~ civilised country in 
tho world in regard to hnd matters, and 
that 1s the reason why we have objected 
all along to these enhanced land values 

under the freehold tem;rc being passed on 
to the prodnccr. 

::\Ir. H. M. Hc'SSELL: Land is a hig lia­
bility to-day. 

:'vir. POLLOGK: That i- beside the point. 
There are not n1any bolts 111 the argurncnt 
that I am advancing in connection with the 
enhanced value of land. \Vhere is the toll 
to end, ~~-nd ,,-here is tho ordinary lcgitixnato 
control of public utilities by th~ State or a 
local authority to commence? That· is a 
pertinent question, and one that should be 
auswucd in this Chamber. The policy of all 
Queensland Govcrnmce1ts up to dnto has be. n 
to construct roads and bridg :s by Govern­
ments or by local authorities. It has really 
been a religion in Australia that all roa•'; 
and bridges should be const::ucted and main­
tained for the people at the expense of ail 
the people. 'fhe.t is the policy for which 
the Labour Party stands, ri:htly or wrongly, 
but we believe rightly. To-day it is pro­
p_,ecl to dPpart from that principle. lf it 
i ·ncrf'l ·· proposed to construct tourist roads, 
bridges. or facilities, and to charge tolls upon 
them, there might be ve,tige of excuse 
-for the action of G ovc•rnHH'nt. The 
Bill doe,~ nob stipnlatc that, bnt it 1s 

po 'ibie for the Goverum.mt to continue to 
build ll reads ard bridges under thar 
lJclicy; and, if it is to bccon1c a rnattcr of 
public policy, thea we are entitled to take 
exception to it. 

\\'hen the legislation providing for unom­
ployment relief, intermittent relief, and a 
\Vage of 10s. p0r day for a n1~1_rricrl rnan ·was 
introduced, we pointed out that it would be 
difficult to Ltsccetain where the work under 
those systenl"> began and \Yhcre iho work 
caL·ried out under Inc1 

~lstri,·l Court a\vards 
erased. Experience hac<, proved that wo \vere 
right in that contention. The work carried 
out und10r Industrial Court U\\.ards or under 
reasonable rates of pay has ende-d as the 
result of the relief schemes f, tcrcd b:- the 
GoYernmcnt·. 

:\lr. KERR: That is not true. 

:,rr. POLLOCK: In the ea P of two-fifths 
of the employees in thi, cltatf', legitimate 
V\ 1gcs \vork has cnclcc1, LVHl the relief 
echcmes fcztered bv the Government havo 
cornmenc.~d ; and, if the relief scheme::; arG 
continued. who is i'o say that the relief rate 
paid bv the Government wlll not constitute 
the baSic v.-age in this State? 

:Mr. KERR: It i, equal to the Fedc•·al 
award now. 

At 8.43 p.rn., 
Mr. :\hxwELL (1'nowong), ono of the panel 

of 'I'cmporary Chairmen, relieved l\1r. 
Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If the hon. member for 
Enoggera desires to nHtko a speech, then he 
can ;.;et up when I am finished; but he 
should not endcavoue to make a speech by 
interrupting me. \Ve foresaw the difficulty 
in connection with the relief schemes. We 
r.,aliscd that it would mean that on one job 
thoro wonld be men in receipt of award 
rates, whilst others would be in receipt of 
£2 10s. per week ~ndcr the Government 
relief scheme. \V e realised that sooner or 
later the relief rate would become the basic 
wage, because men were prepared, or were 
forced, to accept v. ork on the basis of relief 
rf1tcs. 

Let me put it in another way. Out West 
to-day, where the station hands' award has 

1llr. Pollock.] 
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been abolished, the basic wage is the wage 
that any man who is carrying his swag and 
is on the verge of starvation is forced to 
accept. It is uot long before that wage­
that is the wage any man is forced to work 
for-becomes the basic wage. So it is in 
regard to the question of relief rates. What­
ever men are forced to work for in order 
to obtain relief, that rate must necessarily 
become the basic wage. Naturally, the 
"c'<agos and conditions laid down by the Indus­
trial Court must go by the board. 

To continue the analogy, similarly in the 
ea '0 of toll bridges and roads, · if it is 
intended to construct three or four roads 
under the toll system, is it not obvious that, 
when the Government use the lean times, 
when n1oney is short, as an excuse to con­
struct bridge·. and roads by private enter­
prise in order that private enterprise may 
sccui·o its )n·o!lt b~- charging tho people using 
th("le fac1Etic3 a tolL cycrTbodv who desires 
to have a road built will 'use the argument 
that the toll principle should operate i 

That leads me to the point that it is 
obvious thttt sooner or later the Government 
will be forced to draw some line of demarca­
tion bdween roads constructed by the State 
and local authorities and roads constructed 
under the toll system. It is obvious that, 
if v\ e continue to encourage people-as the 
Go .. ~- l'~1H1'~nt s 1v thcv intend to do---to build 
these bridges ~ne! i·oads by private enter­
prise. <<nd force the people to pay through 
the nose for the use of thcn1. any one who 
desires to make a few nounds will become 
a concession hunter foi· these concessions 
from the Govcrntnont. Right through the 
1-vhole g''tlnnt of the GovPl'iJlllcnt's lc'~dsla­
tion runs the d0sire not to provide employ­
ment for th0 people but to give to a few 
people tho right to a "rake off" at the 
expense of the public. That is what we 
obioct to. 

~1r. Knnro: That does not apply to the 
Indooroopill~' !Jridge. 

Mf POLLOCK: It applies to all works con­
ctructed uncbr the toll system. Does the hon. 
.:ncrnbcr nlCi.tn to tell m2 that any company 
\vill go to the expense of spending nearly 
£U'GO.OOO if that '' ,,.o the amount to con­
struct the bridge over the river at Kangaroo 
Point, if it was not satisfied that for the 
ti.;k it took it would b~ able to get 12 per 
cent. to 15 per cent. on ih money'? \Vho 
pa,·s that 15 per cent.? The history of all 
toll bridges and roads throughout the world 
is that the people who haYe bailt thcn1 haYc 
never beon satsfied to build them unless they 
secured the redemption of the whole of 
their capital in fifteen or twenty years, 
togcthPl' wJ:h interest 011 tl1eir n1oney. The 
franchise usu~!ly plYO the builders a few 
extra years of time £or the "rakQ-off." 

Then \Ye have the miscra:Ole argument 
on top of that that this Bill is to provide 
employment. \Yell, it will provide employ 
ment. I will tell the Government another 
wa:c of providing- c1nployn1ont. Thcv hnYo 
case· of beautful gold specimens in the 
Mines Department. Give them to the unem­
ployed. and those specimens will provide 
work because the Ullemployed must neces­
sarilv cru-h them to g-et tlw gold out. That 
is a~ sensible as this sugge~tion. This is 
the principle I objected to in this House 
vesterda v. There is apparently an urgent 
de m a.nd-=-not on the part of the public, but 
on the part of mme people who want to 
make something out of the public-to con-

fJJ r. Pollock. 

struct a bridge across the river. The hon. 
member for vVarrego ably pomted out that 
it would be difficult for the public to bear 
tho cost of the bridge. 

The PREMIER: If they don't use it, they 
won't pay for it. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Everybody who uses the 
bridge must pay, and p_ay dearly, for dmng 
so. 'l'hroughout Australia one of the greatest 
diffwulties we have been faced wrth has been 
caused by thP reckk"" exp0ncbturc of publ~c 
money on what are alleged to be public 
utilities. I am not gomg over the old town 
hall question. Goodness knows, a £1,000,000 
town hall for a city like Brisbane-whoevei· 
,,as to blame for it-is a white elephant, 
and one that the public can ill afford to 
carry in these times. 

One may find an analogy in the expensive 
bridge being built acros_s Sydney Harbour. 
That is the most expensrve proJect that has 
been launched in Australia in our time. It 
mio-ht be argued that that bridge provided 
em~loyment. It has, but it has also landed 
the country with a bill of over £5,000,000 
at a vory high rate of intere":t, whrlst the 
men who were employed on It wore only 
employed during the period that the bridge 
y;a.s under construction; and onco the bndge 
was completed those men were thrown out 
of work. That is not reproductive or per· 
manent employment. Any ]ab?ur that. is 
utilised on the building of brrdges whrch 
merelv save time for the public, and cer­
tainlv" aro something of a convenience, is 
not 'of a permanent charn· ter. If the 
Government intend to e.oh·e the unemploy: 
ment question, it is time they endeav;our<;d 
to spend money in such a way that rt will 
be reproductive, or that the work _cre~ted by 
the expenditure of that money wrll m turn 
create other employment. We cannot say 
that of tourist roads, nor can we say that 
of bridges which are mere!y a matt~r of 
sttving time. I am not arguing that bndges 
and roads are not necessary; only a fool 
would do that. But I argue that there are 
manv of these projPds that aro before our 
time: The population is not here yet to 
warrant the huge expenditure that this eau':'· 
trv has undertaken for its alleged pubhc 
nt<ilitcs and public necessities. No one will 
believ-e that a £1,000,000 town hall is a 
nece'Sary thing- for Brisbane to-day. 'We 
r;ould have waited fifty, sixty, or 100 years 
for it. just as WP conld hnv-o wctiiNl o. Q·ood 
many years for the Sydney Harbour bri~ge; 
and we would probablv have been 'X: a 
hf'lt0r position to build when that time 
arriYed. 

Onr of the arguments used by hon. mem­
],crs onposite wh;c·h ,,,mp)etely astounded me 
"as the.t the building of these bridges in 
cities saves valuable time to the public. 
Unfortunately, that is true of almo~t every 
labonr-saving device that has been mvented 
during the past twenty or thirty years. They 
·'" ve time: they throw people out of work: 
they provide more proftt for the people who 
o,,.n tb0m. rnak~nv thr:> rich richer and th,..: 
noor nooror; it is difficult to stop them. 
But there is no reason on earth why to-day 
in Queensland >Ne should argue that the 
building of a bridge will save people's valu­
able time, because we have thousands of 
people out of work with time to burn. 

I was pn rticularlv inter<' -tcd to hear the 
remarks of the hoi1. member for TDowong 
in reference to the otatement made by the 
hon. member for Brisbane. He spoke as 
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though it was a crime. 'rhc hon. member 
for Brisbane said that he was not against 
the construction of the Kangaroo Point 
bridge. I am not aware that it is a crime 
to be opposed to the expenditure of pul]lic 
money at a time when that expenditure is 
not warranted. Surely a man is entitled 
to hold views of that kind without bein>; 
regarded as a traitor either to his elector­
ate or to his country. 

::Yfr. EDWARDS interjected. 
::yfr, POLLOCK : I am not taking much 

notice of the hon. member for Nanango. I 
suggest that, when he next goes to his elec­
torate, he should 'isit one of the pig pens 
there in order to get rid of that inferiority 
complex. 

::yfr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 
Order ! I would point out to the hon. mem­
ber that tho expression is distinctly unpar-
1iamentary, and I mn~t ask him to with­
dra.w. 

Mr. l'OLLOCK : I merely suggested that 
the hen. member should endeavour to get 
cid of his inferiority complex. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 
Order! 

Mr. ~IMl\!0: You s<eid 'more than that. 

Mr. DEPUTY S1'EAKEH: I would 
remind the hon. member that what he said 
is unparliarnontary, and I ask for an nnrne­
diato withdraY~ al. 

1\ir. POLLOCK: Just what do you want 
me to withdra.w, Mr. :Maxwell? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPE.\KER: Your remarks 
abont visiting a pig pen and so on. 

Nlr. POLLOCK: It is an excellent place 
for the purpose, but I withdraw the expres­
sion, if you suggest it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! 
Order! 

Mr. POLLOCK : If people will interrupt 
an hon. member when he is making a speech, 
that hon. member must protect himself. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order : 
Order ! 'The question i' " That the Bill be 
now read a second time." 

Mr. POLLOCK: vVith all due respect to 
you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I intend to pro­
tect myself. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTIO;:.; : 
You can do it without lacing your temper. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 
Order! 

Mr. POLLOCK: It is a pit:; you your ·elf 
do not bear that in mind. 

I~ir. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. POLLOCK: If encouragement o£ 
private enterprise in the form that the 
Government propooe in this Bill is a logic~! 
way to relieve unemployment, how is it that 
in America, which is the home of private 
enterprise--th0 place where private enter­
prise is giYen its fnll0st scope, where we are 
told ·bridges and roads have been constructed 
and mainLtincd on that principle-they have 
the highest unemployment rate in the 
world? The reason is tha.t private enter­
priee cannot solYe the unemployment ques­
tion in this ''"'-"Y· Privatn enterprise has 
shown over and ov,"r again that the very 
principle of private enterprise meanc, that 
a few people are allo" eel to " rake-off " 
huge profits while tho majority of the 

people are compelled to work for the very 
lowest possible wages. Tha,t is the mean­
ing of pri\ ate entorpri~c. ::\o one is under 
any illusion about it; nor arc members of 
the present Uovcrrnnent under any illusion 
regarding it. They know that private enter­
prise meane extra profit, £or the people who 
returned them to power, and fuller scope 
for the men who want to exploit their 
fellow-men. That is private enterpri8o at 
its very peak. 

~rr. Nnnro: \Vhat about :Mount Isa,? 
Mr. POLLOCK: J\:o one will argue that 

the same results could not be obtained QY 
co'-operation as are 'obtain2d b~,· ,_priYato 
enterprise at 1fount lsa. 

At 9 p.m., 
11r. SPEAKER re;.,urncd the chair. 
Mr. l'OLLOCK : I protest, at any rate, 

against the introduction of a Bill such as 
this, against the miserable arguments that 
have been put up-if you can call them 
arguments-by the 1\Iinieter who introduced 
the Bill, and against the obvious desire 
behind the Bill that somebody shall get 
~o1nething for nothing. 

The TRB:ASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
1Vynnum) lS.l]: The hon. rncmbc'r who has 
juEt rcoumcd his scat has evidently failed to 
realise the rf' ~pcnsibility attaching to a ~eat 
on the front bench on rho opposlte e1de, 
because it has been Yerv evident to-night 
that somehow or other o~· in some way he 
ha,, slipped most painfully, and evidently has 
been thinking of some of the happenings of 
the pu.st associated with his own life, and 
has been bringing them in here to tell us 
~on1ething about a "rake off." 

I-Ie has also spoken about private enter­
prise. Surely there is a gTeat deal t? be 
said on this Bill in connection with private 
enterprise. Just by the way, lest the hon. 
member's memory has failed him, I want: to 
remind him that he himself has be0n an 
indulger in private enterprise. Sometimes 
it is quite true that some of the thmgs one 
hears arc not quite correct. It ma,y be that 
in connect'ion with his private enterprises it 
is not quite correct, but it is stated that on 
one occasion--

i\Ir. PoLLOCK: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a 
point of order. It is obvious to mo that the 
Treasurer has risen with the object of makmg 
a personal attack on me. He is leading up 
to it in his usual way. My point of order 
is that vou should ask the hon. gentleman to 
stick st"rictly to the material contained in 
this Bill and dcb~te the principles of the 
Bill. 

The Pm;,nER: You talked about freehold 
land and all sorts of things. 

The TREASURER : The construction of 
brir1gcs is a·,~ociatc'd v, ith private enterprisf~, 
and I take it that that is one of the charges 
made by hon. member~; opposite against this 
proposal. It i., not a que-;tion of t~e .public 
or a local authonty askmg permission to 
erect certain bridges-the Bill asks for per­
mission to .be :,i,-cn to men who are pre­
pared to come ~long and do certain things 
in connection with the development of the 
bridgc·'l of this State. The hon. member has 
been as ;ociated with private enterprise. It 
is stated that private enterprise went so far 
in his own c:so that he won on the "tote." 
(Opposition laughter.) 

:Mr. PoLLOCK: What about your private 
enterprise in connection with coupons? · You 

Hon. W. H. BaTncs.] 
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were nearly S\lcd hr it; you just dodged it 
by a n:::trrow Equeak. 

The TREASURER: That is not correct. 
rrho hon. ll10rnbcr sno!;;:c about a (f. rake off" 
--I ask him 1, hat -,vas n1~ant bv a " rako 
off." I could not help thinkin~g that, in 
dealing with this particular Bill, ono of the 
di'""PJ10intments of the hon. member was 
that someho:v or other there was no oppor­
tunity for h1n1 to have a "rake off." 

~1r. POLLOCK: \Vhat particularly dir1y 
thing ·were you going to say? 

The 'I'RE},SFRER: I stated the truth. 
l:~·nn~v0r, another thing that jmprcssed ll1D 
r',s thi::;-th t 1 ~·omchow or other in connec­
tion with this Bill the hon. member, ~nd 
~;on~P othPr hon. r1cn1bcrs opposite, "'.\'t'rr 
talon;; strorw exception to the Government 
tr~·ing to _help tho uncn1ploycd. rro 111e jt i;.; 
a re .-eln,tlon that hon. 11L{ .:_nb •r ,; sittinu- ou 
th~ other siclo should go out and talk 'from 
soap boxes at every corner, and say, "\Ye 
are the only people who W'1nt to heln the 
worker," that t}te:· should forget that. pa-ssion­
ate love for hirn \,"h -n v e brin(r in a Bill 
to hPlp tho unemploy()d, >and 

0 

that thcv 
should then turn round and say, "' Y oil 
>hould not pa>s it." 

Hon. memben opposite cl •.im that 
are the ch.;unpions of the v.-orker; but, 

Of'IlDrtunit:f of helping them. th0v 
1t one I havo no cJoubt i:he 

l;on. m r \Yho is so oppowd to tolls on 
bridgf iina?;inc~ that peopl~ who wrr:1t to 

acros~ from on0 -idP of Sydn0y Ji rhour 
the othPr \Yonld swim rather than 

t JlJ. The hon. memlwr is fairlY 
as <:'. rul0, but ~-~,-night hP wf'~ " 

consistent.. He sbrt0rl off b-- biking qbcmt 
the 1ancl. and he ,aid, " I have rnade c;_ 

wonder[;,] rJi,co,~cn. I ' n s0c• wh,,t the 
Gn\'Crnrncnt ar0 n ftcr. The r want by thi·-; 
Bill to pnrsnc' i'heir policv of frccho!tl. anrl 
f"J tl1c5· h ''"0 hit npon br7dftc'~· and apf>li!'d 
it to that." I do Pot ) .no'v whether tlw 
3.~i!lister who h;~s introf!.'~cr d th~, Bil1 hns 
an7 freehold bridges in vie·1·: bnt appnree1tlv 
the hen. Tilf'rtl})(~f for Grep;OT) h;::td. " 

I A'!: S0i'r:v for th0 illustration that the 
hon. mc·n1h"l' gave. He ·talked ;Jbont th0 
rnan 1d1o had an allotment of land in a 
loc•Jity to \vhich a toll J'Oad might be bnilt. 
T do not know whether the hon. member has 
an allotmc'l 1t himself; hut. in anv cac:c, is it 
a. crin10 for A.. man to haYe an ~JlotnH)nt of 
l1is o-.:.-.-n? The hon. JTI0n1brr :-a..,-s, "PeriEh 
the thouo,ht that a lllDn should h~ve an "llot­
ny:nt, Hnd, above alL do not let us pcrn1it 
~b1s Govcrn1ncnt to do anything that would 
hclp the worker." 

I aEk th0 Hon·c to dc'd '.•riot''lv with 
this f{Ucsbon. Is it a 0rimo for a~v Go­
vcrnn1cnt at a critjcal thne like this 'to set 
out to help Austraii~ and our own people? 
How is C'ueemland to be helped at 'this' 
JUncture' 1f not by such means as this? The 
h:m. member f?r \Varrcgo Gay~ very dcfi­
mtel} that we snould borrow no more monev 
from the old country. Assuming that w~ 
cannot borrow, knowing the position of Aus­
traha. shodd we not encourage people to 
c<;m:e hero and spend their money in pro, 
\-1d1ng CrDploymont? I want to sav n1o~t 
defln_itd.v that the way out for Australia 
!Ice, m th~ encouragement of proposals' such 
as that mtroduced by the Sccretarv for 

[Hon. W, H. Ban~es, , 

Railways, for such proposals wi]] induce 
r oplc to come here and spend money. 

l\1r. POLLOCK: y~ ou .are encouraging pevplc 
to spend their IrlOlJCY on toll bridge'· 

Tho TREASUREH : I am sure the hon 
:nember would not spend any rr1oney unles:s 
he felt ~uro he wa•, going to get s'ome return 
fur it. Does he argue that people with 
cnpital aro prepared to bPt.On1o benefactors 
h:· buildinq- tho InJooroopill;· bridge, th3 
Lota bridge, and perhaps the I-cangaroo 
Point bridge' Does hG think that pcopl8 
will be prepared to spend their money with­
ont obtaining a return 1 That is altogdhe ,, 
inconsi :tent ·with tho policy of hon. member-:. 
oppo~ite. \Yhat ha-, bc,,n their attitude in 
the J:Et't' The hon. member referred h 
reek le" expenditure: but there will bc no 
reckless expenditure in connection with these 
proposals. r:rho hon. member knows some­
thing about reckh1 3S expr:>ndit·urc, bccnn ·.2 

ho sat behind a Gon;;·mnent "·hich was pro­
Lrbial for reckle~; expenditure. 

PoLLor'K: \Ye noYer caught your 
you hold the rccorr1• 

The TREASURER: I am perfectly pro­
pared to admit thQt I do hold the record: 
but not in reek le. expl'llditurc. If thi:-; 
Gov0rnrnrnt hnd indulgt~d. in rccklc·s f'X­

penditurc, v e would Le in extre1nis at the 
pr< ent time,. The hon. member and thmc 
n~<:v iated \Yith hirn say, "\Y-e \Yunt to help 
the J1oor unemployed " ; but, ·v; hen there 
nr<: n1: n who ar') prepared to spend 1nonc:" 
to help thcn1, they sEl_\~, "Dut our pr1n-
1:ipl(';; 1.vill not aJlo1.v llS to do what we \vant 
to do. Our conccienccs strike us so deeply 
! hat we dac·e not rlo it. \Ve would like to 
<1o it: bnt save us· from having to do that,., 
The hm~. n1en1ber and those ailsociated with 
hin1 get up in tht~ IIouso and say, ''\Ye 
b.n' r ,ad the Bill. and although it wiil 
('t..'l'i ·.inl:, 11ro\~idc ·work, if ~-on please, sparP 

' Althou~h we haYc become reconciled 
the ]ws't. we cannot be ac~ocirrtcd with 

fmything that is going to help the poor 
l!Jlfortnnat·~ nnunploycd." The hon. n1ern­
bcr is ev:idc.·ntly preparing for an election. 

Dr. KERWIN (Jfn-thyr) [9.13]: I am 
keenly intcres'tcd in the construction of the 
I~angaroo Point bridge, 1.vhich I hopo will 
r·\ ... ntuo.tc at an C'Jrlv date. The 1\.Tinistcr 
in chnr.go of thP Bill deserves great credit 
for introdncing it. It i~ absurd for anyone 
to '"v ~hat the toll svstem is a relic of dav-. 
long ~:"incc p,'lE;t. ThC sy:::tcm js in existcn;" 
in all n 'rts of the world. I think hon. mcm­
hprs oi)posito mentioned that it is' going ou~ 
of dato in the United States of America. 
ln1t such is not the caee. In Pittsburq. 
toll bridges arc to be found all over the 
place. It is admitted that there are somP 
Yf'ry capable business men in .A .. n1erica, and 
men who .arc Yery sound financiers; and in 
that country, instead of local authorities 
nnd Governments' borro1.ving money to con­
struct publjc utilities~ prlvato enterprise i:-; 
~iven the opportunity with the ri"ht to ]eyy 
toils. 

I do not see that there is any argument 
against the principle that the people who 
vse a bridge ehould pa:;- for it. Look at the 
absurditv in connection with the Svdne,~ 
Harbour~ bridge! A benefited area ha~ beei1 
declared, and the people living away out at 
Darlin3·hurot, who will never cross the bridge 
except out of curiosity. will have to con, 
tribute a s'pecial toll so that those who desir.:> 
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to usr the bridge can cross over it. That 1s 
absolutely absurd. 

It is absurd to think in connection with a 
project like the Kangaroo Point bridge that, 
jf a con1pan:,' con1es rtlong nnd offers to build 
it, it should be turned dmvn. Then there 
is the unemployment aspect of the question. 
If that bridge is proceeded with, it will 
mean the employment of 700 nwn in its 
construction. Apart from employing those 
men actually on the bridge. it will aleo 
employ 400 or 500 other men in other indus­
tries. In the present economic conditions 
it must be apparent to everybody that 
ncithc·r the local authority nor the Govern, 
mont "ill be in a posidon to build that 
bridge fo1· tho next twenty yenr . 

I fen] sure that hen. members opposite . re 
rcal1v r:ot sincere in what th0Y sav about 
the toll s;. _,tf-m. They are merely ohjecting 
to it b( ,•au::.o thr principh) j:-' at Yariancc 
with a plank in their plalform. The hon. 
mornbC'r for Fortitude \ 1 alley agrees with 
me that, if >Ye could get one of those big 
companies to build the Kangaroo Point 
hridgP, it 1Yotdd bt~ 0!18 of tl10 best thing:s 
that could eYer hapnen to Bri,banc. 

JHr. \YILSOX : That bridge is not under 
discu~sion no\v. 

Dr. KERWIJ\: If the KaEgaroo Point 
l:ridgc i~ not constru{'tcd uudel' the toll 
systcn1. then \\ c cannot Let it. I sincerely 
hopo that there >Yill be very little opposition 
to this Bill. Some hon. 1ncinl:crs opyJo .itc 
arc bound to oppose the principle, although 
in their hearts they favour it. \Vhat is the 
objection to pa;·ing a toll to cross a hridgC' 
to go across a riycr when it "Till really effect 
a saviug of hvcnty minute~~ and time n1ca.ns 
money? Take the point of view of the 
bnsinc" pcop le and motorists. Look at the 
savin~ in t.irnc jf peop1c desirous of travel­
ling from Fortitude V ailc;· to Ipswich road 
can cro-ss the rivPr at 1-\:an.baroo Point? 
Look at th~ saving- ln running 0xpcnses and 
petrol~ Thc1t saxing alon(' will pa the f'O~t 
vf the tolL Tol1s arc pairl in connection ",lth 
mo't of ont· public utilities. You pa:· a toil 
on the tram, ancl you also pay a toll to crc,,s 
the riYer in nn antiqurrted ferry boat. 

In Xcw South \V,alcs we haYc the example 
of t·he Spit toll bridge. upon which a toll 
vyas ic•Yied. By that means the bridgo was 
cleared of debt in Ices than three vears. Now 
nnother bridge has been built oYer the 
·Gcorgc's RiYcr, -whjch ensures an unintf~r­
ruptccl journey to travellers oYer the 
Prince's highway. ·what hope was there of 
building those bridges unless under the toll 
syste1n ': Somo hon. lTICll1_bcrs opposite 1nay 
hnc Yisitcd Southport from time to time, 
and thev will ha ye formed some idea of the 
delay which occurred, particularly at Christ­
mas and Easter time, at the Loganholme 
ferry. It as quite a frequent occurrence 
to he delayed there for three hours at night; 
and thoro was the unfortunate case of a 
man who tried to make up the time when 
he got to the other side only to be fined for 
speeding. It is only right that the people 
who use tlwse facilities should pay for them, 
and I am pleased indeed that a Bill of this 
description has been introduced. 

Mr. TED:\lA::\' (Jfaree): I beg to moYe 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question 11ut. and passed. 
Resumption c.f debate made an Order of 

the Da~", for to-rnorrow. 
The IIon.~e adjonrned at 9.22 p.m. 

(,lucstions. 




