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Questions.

THURSDAY, 20 AUGUST, 1831,

Mr, Speaxer (Hon., C. Taylor.
took the chair at 2.30 p.m.

Windsor

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
PREZENTATION,

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to inform the
House that I propose to present to His
Excellency the Governor, in the Jxecutive
Council Chamber, to-morrow niorning ab
11.30 o’clock, the Address in Reply to His
Excellency’s Specech agreed to on the 19th
instant, and I shall be glad to be accom-
panied by the Mover and Seconder and
such other members as care to attend.

QUESTIONS.
AGRICULTURAL  SETTLEMENT A3 REMEDY
UNEMPLOYMENT.

BARNES (Warwick) asked the

FOR

Mr. G. P
Premier—

“1. Has he noticed a report of RMr,

J. Gunn, Commonwealth Director of
Development, and the policy suggested
for providing for uncmplovrmacnt relief.
more especially of the practicability of
establishing small agricultural holdings

and the wsdoption of long range plans
for intense development?

“2.Is he aware that there still
remains from moderate to large arcas

of land on the Darling Downs and on
the which could be serumed and
made available for close settlement and
intense development?

3. Will he institute :1* xmn as to
whether an advapce conld bo see
-{e)  per (‘ommom;(xhh Iiir(
Developiuent for the purpose of acquiz-
ing such holdings for el settlement
and (&) failing 1n the above diw(mion,
will he cause inquiry to be mude if funds
for the purpo: coul(l he sczured from
the State Government Insuvance Office
the Public Cnrator, Banks. and Lo
Assovintions 27

The PREMITR

(ITon. A. I8. Moore,

Aubigny) replied—
“10 Yo,
2. Yea,
.

3. Such pronros: aAve TUreiving evers
deration, both from the finaneial
uspo(’t and the practicability of cheap
cleser zettlement for the \‘r(.(mmmn of
marketable commodities, preferably com-
modities at procent i d into the
State orv which are ihia for the
export trade.”

TIXPEXDITURE ON
Me. G, P ARNES  (Wurwéiel)
the Secretarvy for Public Lands—
“1. Is 1t a fact that hi
has  approved of ¥i
extensive seole. and 11
pf: hes enplied for &
‘2. Will he cause a o
of suitable av
atud Southern
made available
subdivision ?

DNgrarrING.

nartment
on an
this pur-

isus fo be taken
ailable holdings in Central
Queensland 11.41 can be
for close settlewnent snd

[20 Avcusrt.]
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““3. Is he prepared to consider and

recommend the diverting of at least half
of the amount here mentioned for ring-
barking, for the purpose of acquiring

holdings for close settlement?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Tion. \V. A. Deacon, Cunwningham) replied—
The Government, by its legisla-
tion and otherwise, has (mcomagcd the
nnfrbnl\mg of lands to increase produc-
rivity, In 1929 an amount of £200,000
per annum for each of three years was
asked for under * The £34,000,000 Agree-
ment. A change of uommopwedlth
Government about that time led to the
suspension of that agrecement, and the
money was not to‘thcomlno The mat-
ter was recently revived at a meeting of
the Commonwealth Loan Council. No
decision has yet been reached.

“2 and 3. A Closer Settlement Land
Bill. to be introduced during the present
session, will provide facilities for the
subdivision and closer setilement of land
suitable for that purpose.

iy

Cuear POwWER FROM QUEENSLAND COAL FOR

TUst ox RAILWAY

Mr. G BARNES (Warwick) asked the
S‘uurar}’ for Railways—

1. Has his department given, and, if
not, will it give, consideration for the
use on railways of a substitute for im-
por‘rod petrot?

‘2. X~~1111un¢r that his department has
made inquiries, will he lax on the table
of the Housc the result of investigations
made by his department on the subjeot
of obtaining cheup power from the source
of the State’s coal beds—{¢) By dis-
thlfztmn: {b) by the use of pulverised

coal; and (¢) by all other processes

for treating coal? )
2 Is  hix  departiuens aware that

sueeessful  frials have been made with

light coal-car engine ing puhcmsqd
coal; also, that the consumption of this
coal is reported to be one- qxuitcr of
thai consumed by steam cars?’
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{(Hon. Godfrey Morgen, I erille) veplied—
“1. Yes; the

other than

ously  being

q'w'ﬁ(m. of using fuel
importea petrol is continu-
cons lc.o‘m(‘. As far as 1%

can be effectively utilised, Queensland
power alcohol is being used.

€12, Wo State i Australia has been
able to obtain locomotive power from
coal beds (¢) By distillation; (5) by the
use of pulverised fusl; {¢) or by any

than the usn of coal as 1t
the mine. The amount
rtained in coal would

np ite for the cxpense involved
obiwn‘nrr them.  Pulvsrised fuel has
been tried. but is uot suitable far loco-
niotives,  Hon, members may sec any
reports available at the Conumissioner’s
Of h"(

other prax

vewer to No. 2.7

w
“ 3, RHee

v, (arwiel) asked
the
from the Develop-
aimddon, as woll
i b
as throongh the \'rom General, an up-to-

date a1
of the diff

ive report on the subject
processes  installed for

el

1S
crent




306 Questions.

the treatment of coal, and the success
or otherwise that has attended?

“2. Is he awarc that there are evi-
dences that in the Southern States much
attention is being given to the cstablish-
ment of power plants for the treatment
3 foal

2. Will the Government, on account
‘)f the greas importance of providing
cheap power for the des elopment of all
industries, be prepared to give special
neouragement to a company that may
be veady Ul a plant for the pro-
duction of power, and preferably liquid
power

CRETARY

AL }‘\1 Amton, Chillagoe)
10 The Develepment
Commission is not now

a report on the subject of the develop-
Australian ol from the coal
< by Dr. A, (. D, Rivett, chief
exncutive offi f the Couucil for Scien-
tific 1 Indusivial  Research, was
recenily tabled in Parliament House,
Canberva,
“2. Ve

is being

The 87

FOR MINES (Hon.
replicd—

and Migration
in existence, but

aware that much attention
given tu the subject.

3. Yes; all cavourngement that can
be offered fo a comp desiving  to
establish such an industry.

Bovs 1x Tsaigratiox Depor.
Mr. BRABSINGTON (Balonne), for Mr.
OKE BT {Cairns), asked the Preomier—

1. What number of bors has been
in the Immigration Depot weekly since
Ist January to 30th June, 19317

“2. How long have the bors been in
the depot without work?
Are these b members of the

3.
New Settlers’

4. What are the terms and conditions
that these bovs are sent out on to
farms?

5. Have any complaintx been reeeived
by his department from bovs who are
members of the New Seitlers’ League
in regard to not receiving their wages?”’

The PR¥EMIER (Hon. A. E.
Auligny) replicd—

“1. The average number
five. cxcluding  medical
greatest number at any
forty-threc. There are
awaiting employment,

b

a

was twenty-
cases.  The
one time was
at present six

‘R The avera
ern ﬂm“*ne‘l"t B

¢3. No.

“4. Lads ave placed out ai the ruling
rate of wares for farm lads, generally
about £1 per weck and keep, and in
mosgt cases the cmplover enters into an

ge  period

as three weelks,

awa 1[1;1 g

Workers” Dwellinzs .. .. A 209

Workers’ Homes

[ASSEMBLY.]

Moore, -

Questione,

agreement with the lad, undertaking to
mnpluv him for = period of one year so
lony as the lad is sati=factory. One-
thivd of his wages is paid to the lad as
pocket money. and the other two-thirds
to the department for banking to
the lad's credit.

© 5. Complaints are rare,
received, suitable wction is
cluding legal proceedings, if

seunt

and When
taken, in-
necessary.”

Loax FUND ACCOUNT.

Mr. PEASE (Herbsrt) asked the Trea-
surer—
‘1. What was the balance to the credit

of the Loan Fund Account as at 30th
June, 19317

2. What were the amounts received
or credited to Loan Fuzd Account dur-
the year ended 30th  June, 1831,
the following headmg:', namely :—
Counter sales; (b)) Commonwealth
ommf s Bank; and (¢) repayments, ete.?
What was the expenditure on

ete., from Loan Fund Account

during the vear ended 30th June, 19317
The "TIIASLRLP (Hen, W. H. Barnes,
/“n) replied :

‘1 to 3. lhe information is contained
in the ' Government Garzette ’ of the 9th
July, 1831, No. 35.”

ADVANCES TO

ynRn:

A SSIST MiNixg VENTURES,

Mr. PEASE (Herbert) asked the Secre-
tary for Mines—

“1. What are the details of advances
made to assist mining ventuves from 1st
July, 1829, to 30th June, 19317

2. What are the details of advances
outstanding at 30th June, 19317

The SECRETARY FOR MINES
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe) replied—
“1 and 2. Information regarding any
advance for mining assistance granted
will be made available on personal appli-
cation at the office of the department.’”

(Hon.

APPLICATIONS FOR WORKERS® DWELLINGS AND
WoRrrERS' Hoares, 1930-1931.

A, JONES (Burke) asked the Secre-

for Public Works—

“1. How many applications were
received during last ﬁnan"i'd year for
advevces fer the erection of (¢) Workers
dwellings, and (8) workers’ homes?

‘2. How were such applications dealt

<ith, and what was the total amount of
advances made during the period under
review?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. R. M. Wing, Logan) replied—

Mr.
tary

1. Applieations dealt with for the
financial year 1930-31—
How DEary Wiy
s roved. | n
Refused ; Approved. | Abe-‘l e,
| {
i o {
¢ ; [d
Nii ! Nit Ni2




Questions.

No applications wore received during
the financial vear in respect of workers
homes owing mainly to the fact that the
value of applications carried over from
the previous financial year was cstimated
to absorb the funds appropriated by
Parliament for the purpose.

2. Amount advanced during financial
year 1930-31—

£ sod
{a) Workers’ dwel-
lings 240,623 19 8

(0) Workers' homes ... 54,939 16 10

The expendifure on workers homes
includes also all charges to purchasers’
advance accounts for land rents. fire and
life insurance, repainting, repairs, ete.;
these items are recoverable through the
purchasers’ monthly repayment instal-
ments.”’

ArtrctE v “ TrrtH 7’ oF 2yb Avcust, 1831,

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) azked the
Attorney-General—

“ Will he make it his busines: to read
the article in Brisbane ‘Truth’ of 2nd
instant, headed ¢ Wife in Compact with
Husband to Ruin Young Girl,” when one
Albert James Wilson wax charged with
committing on three occasions offences
against & Rockhampton girl aged only
fifteen vears, who had been engaged as
a nursegirl to travel with him and his
wife, was found guilty, and sentenced to
six months’ imprisonment with hard
labour?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. E. Atherlon. Chillugoe), for the ATTOR-
NEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. Macgroarty,
South Brisbane), replied—

“ My attention has already been drawn
to this matter by the hon. member for
Bulimba.”

Fegs Paip 1o ATTORNEY-GENERAL 1N CROWN
CasEs.
Mr. BR ASSINGTON (Balonne),
notice, asked the Premier—

“TIs is a fact that the Attorney-General,
the Hon. N. ¥. Macgroarty, is drawing
salary as a Minister of the Crown at
the rate of £1,000 per annum at the same
time as he has been appcaring, during
recent weeks, as counsel for the Crown
in a cese now before the Civil Court,
whilst receiving substaniial fess for his
legal services in such -case, and notwith-
standing the fact that his full time has
been devoted to the Civil Court case,
which must naturally be to the detriment
of hiz duties as a Minister of the Crown.”

The PREXIER {(Hon. A. E.
Aubigny) replicd—

without

Moore,

“ 1 bave no knowledge of it, but it is
quite likely that the Attorney-(General
is acting for the Crown. It .is the usual
practice {or an Atterney-General who is
qualified for the position to conduct
Crown cases in the Supreme Courst, and
in such cascs he has slways drawn fees.
If the hon. member cares to look wup
‘Hansard’ he will find that the late
Mr. T. J. Rvan. when Attorney-General,
drew fees in Crown cases.”

[20 Avucust.]
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PAPER.
The following paper was laid on the
table :—

Orders in Clouncil under ©

The Supreme
Court Act of 18217

REGULATION OF SUGAR CANE PRICES,
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
THRD READIKG.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Wynnum), for the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. H. F. Walker,
Conroora): 1 beg to move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
time,””

Question put and passcd.

PROPOSED ABOLITION OF PARLIA-
MENTARY LIQUOR BAR.

Mr, DUNLOP (Roelhawmygion) (2.42]: 1 beg

o move—
“ That the liquor har
House be abolished ”
I have much pleasure in moving this metion.
(Interjections.)

Irrespective of sarcastic interjections from
cither side of the House, I am quite sincere
in this matter. The parliamentary liquor
bar has been in existence for many years,
and at the commencement of my remarks I
would mention that on 23rd July last I
asked the Premier the following questions—

“1. Does he not consider the time has
arrived for the abolition of the lLiquer
bar from the precincts of this i{ouse?

2. What revenue has been taken over
the liquor bar in Parliament House
during the last five years, each year to
be shown separately?”

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION
replied for the PREMIER—

‘1. The matter is one for Parliament
itself to degide.”
Let us decide it to-day—

‘2. 1926-27—£891 3s. i1d., exclusive of
tebacco; £993  15s, 4d., including
tobaceo,  1927-26—£945 19s. 4d., includ-
ing tobacoo.  1928-29-—-£981 1s. 5&d.,
1ncludmg tobaceo. 1929-30—£968 9s. 1d.,
including tobacco.  1930-31—£866 18s.
1d., exclusive of tobacco; £1,016 17s. 2d.,
including tobaceco.”’

at Parliament

That is an average of £900 odd per year.
Then on 30th July last I asked the Home
Secretary the following questions:—

“1. What is the total amount received

by the Government during the last twelve
mornths from licensed victuallers of
Queensland for license fees paid?
2. What is the maximum amount of
license fee that the Government call
upon a licensed victualler to pay in the
mc“opollmu area?

. What amount of license fee does
tbe propricior of the hotel opposite Par-
Lament House pay to the Government
ecach year?

The SrCRETARY Fom RAILwWaYs
the Home Secrotary—

“1. £79,585 l6s. 8d.

2. £200.

“3. £165.”

replied  for

My, Dunlop.]
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do not propose, My, Speaker, nor do I
suppose you would allow me, to enter into
a controversy as to the liquor trade gener-
ally; and I wish to confine myself as far as
possible to making a fow remarks on the
motion itself. Since wo met in 1929, the
Government have criticised the Opposition
in no unmistakable terms for the mess the
country has got into as a rcsult of State
enterprises. They do not believe the Go-
vernment of the country should enter into
trade or compete with outside traders; and
from that point of view alone, I maintain
that the Government should set the
example and refuse anv longer to have
within the precincts of this Parliament an
institution which competes with the ordinary
liquor trader. I do not care a * conti-
nental ”  whether the parliamentary bar
has been in existence for a very long time
or not, or whether or not it is the plactlce
to have one in other Parliaments. It is
never too late to mend., This Parliament
is the governing body for all public servants
and everyone else in the community, there-
fore it should set a good example. The
Treasurer may say that the bar brings in
a certain amount of revenue—over £800
per annum during the period I inguired
about. I cannot ray, since I have not made
inquiry, whether the bar is a paying pro-
position or not; but the point is that this
and all past Governments have charged
heavy Hecense fees to outside hotels; and it
is the law—and the police adininister it—
that all liquor bars shall close at 8 p.m
Why do Governments colleet those fees—
amounting to £78,000 in twelve months—
and insist on liguor bars closing at 8 p.m.,
when, if this Honse sits till 1 o’clock in
the moraing hon. members can gef a drink
at the parliamentary bar at any time they

. like? Personally, I am an absolute “T.T.7;
but I do not begrudge any man a drink in
moderation. As an Australian, I believe
in freedom. and, if thix freedom of getting
drink in moderation is to be taken from
any Queon:l ander, then. so far as 1 am
coueerned, it will only be done at the will
of the people by a specific vote at a local
option poll. NWo doubt other hon. members
reccived a sct of questions from the Pro-
hibition Lcague before the last election. I
did; and I answered everyone of them
‘YeQ” because they were reasonable
Those questions were asked on the basis ol
the matter being left to the will of the
people, and, if they decide against pro-
hibition, another vote would not be taken
till a certain period had elapsed.

The platform of the Labour Party provides
for the ultimate elimination of the liquor
traffic in this State, which is quite a wise
proposal.  Much harm will be done if it is
decided to close down in a peremptory
manner upon the vights of moderate smokers
or drinkers or any other persons. The wiwn
course is to eliminate a bad habit gradually
Here is a zolden opportunity for the Labour
Party to back up mg action in supporting
this motion. and thercby setting an excellent
oxample to other people. Tt must not be
inferredd that I hold any brief for the pro-
prietor of the hotel over the road merely
I asked a guestion in this House

‘hat hotel was associatoed,
proprictor of thet house has to incur an
expenditure of £155 per annum to oblain
his lieense fo <ol Liguor over the bar. A
building of that characier must have cost

[3r. Dunlop.

[ASSEMBLY.]

‘question as a whole;

The’

Parliomentary Liguor Bar.

many thousands of pounds. Is it fair in
‘how cireur that a liquor bar should
bo conducted in this building providing a
revenue of about £800 per annum? It is

tanen

not righr. Here is an opportunity for the
Premier 9 set an example in connection
with the liguwor ftraffic in this State. 1

casually heard that it was proposed to move
an amendment upon my motion; but, be
that as it may, 1t will not affect the remarks
that 1 propose to make-—remarks that will
b placed upon vecord, I am quite sincere
in my action. believing as 1 do that drink
has been responsible for the ruination of
many homes. 1 sm sure that that view is
held by all hon. members in this Chamber;
but, in fairness to the majority of the
hotel proprictors and to the barmaids
employed, I must state that they have
always advised their customers who have had
too much liquor to go home, and not spend
the whole of their estate in the bar to the
detriment of their families. I was not
asked prior to my entry into the political
arena to state publicly my views upon the
liquor question; but I have informed the
secretary of the Licensed Victuallers’ Asso-
ctation at Roekhampton that I shall not
hesitate upon the appropriate occasion o
state my views fully and publicly.

I do not propose to deal with the liquor
but I do think that the
trading hours can be considerably modified.
The majority of the hotel proprictors are
willing to adhere strictly to the trading hours
of 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., provided all hotelkeepers
honour the law.

When we have a number of licensed vie-
tunallers failing 1o observe the carly closing
clauses of the Liquor Act. one cannot blame
other licenzees for also taking the risk of
meeting that competition by sclling liquor
after the legal trading hours. If the trading
hours were from 8 an. until 10 p.m., I
believe the ““trade” would to a man
strictly observe the Act. It is worthy of
consideration on the part of the Govern-
ment te consider whether an alteration in

the Act in thae direction is mnot justified
with a view ultimately to reducing the
number of licensed houses—and eliminating

them altogether. No homn. member can tell
me that alcoholw liquor is good for a per-
son. It is detrimental to the constitution
of any man or womau: and that effect 1s
a1l the more marked in cases of serious
illness or when one has to go under a serious
operation. An over-indulgence in liquor
undermines the constitution. As the law of
the land stands, licensed victuallers have a
perfect right to demand that the Govern-
ment shall not restrict their business by
unfair competition, when they pay heavy
license fees. The Premier can tell me
whether any fee is paid under the Liquor
Act into the consolidated revenue on account
of the parliamentary liquor bar.

4An HoxorrapLe MEMBER: No
Mr. DUNLOV :

That is the extension of

the principle of a moratorium, like that
contained in the Bill we were asked to
consider vesterday, (Laughter.) We must

o that, as representatives of the people,
we must face these serious issues, and when
we have an opportanity, as the House has
at the prosent time, we must vote on these
auestions a=z our conscienice dictates. As the
Premier informod me, Parliament can
decide this question; and I hope that hon.
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will show where they stand in

memt

reference o this liquor bar, I heope the
motion will get to a vote to-day, and that,
in the mtexest: of the country, it will be
. By doing so hon. members will

o example, as the maker of the laws
governing the poopie, and show that they
are pr"mxred to cast a vole for this great
reform.

A GoveErnMENT MemBer: You have not
-given us any reason to vote for the motion.

Mr. WIENHOLT (Fassifern): 1 second
the motion, .
Mr, TE’;*)DF()RD (Warrego) [2.55]1: The

speech we have just listened to has been an
excellent exam}’ﬁe of an attempt to gain the
votes of the “cold tea ” party, and alsc to
keep well in with the great *““bung” party.
{Laughter.)

Mr. Donwop: No; I have never done so
in my life.
Mr, BEDFORD : We heard the hon., mem-

ber doing so just now. The hon. member
who moved this motion said he was an * abso-
Jute T.T.,”” whatever that means, but I
presume 1t means an absolute teetotaller. I
do not think that anybody has listened to a
more intemperate speech—(laughter)—there-
fore I think it well that the hon. member was
brought up as well as he was or else a great
drunkard was lost to us. (Laughter.) This
motion is a bid for the limelight.
Mr. Donror: It is not.

Mr. BEDFORD: It is an attempt to say
that, because most of the members of this
House are men who are at least tolerant of
the other fellow’s appetite—they do not wish
to compel some men to drink tea when they
prefer beer—it is an attempt to state as the
final economic argument that, because outside
licensees are paying liquor license fees, there-
fore there should be removed from them the
small opposition that is to be found in the
pa,rliamentary refreshment bar. Presumably
the proposal of the hon. member also contains
a proviso that there should be division bells
ringing over in the Bellevue Hotel or in the
coffee stall—(langhter)~—because the logical
sequence of wiping out the bar is also fo
wipe out the more unpayable refreshment-
To0m,

Mr. DunNnor: If you are not deaf, you will
hear them ringing over there. (Laughter.)

Mr. BEDFORD: So far as I know, there
is no arrangement made for an aerial flying-
fox to bring hon. members back fo this
House. (Laughter.) The idea is that the
“whole dignity of Parliament shall be lost by
seventy-two members—some of them hefsy
and some of them thin—galloping like five
brigade horses at the first alarm of fire.
(Laughter.) This, in the interests of some-
thing like the dignity of Parliament, cannot
be permitted. One would think that, if
the hon. member was such a .stickler for
keeping to the due proportions of decent
life in this palace, he would not bring into
it the habits of a very low class rooming
house, He is permmcd a room in this
building, and in that room he has installed
2 contrivance known as a primus stove,
{Laughter.}

Mr., Doxror: I pay for my room.

Mr. BEDFORD: In that stove I under-

stand he uses a form of alcohol in the shape
-of methylated spirits, for the further purpose

[20 Aveust.]
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of emitting smells which have never before
been permitted in thizs House. (Laughter.)
Don’t make an unmitigated

Mr. Duwror:
simpleton of yourself. (Renewed laughter.)

Mr., BEDFORD: I havée no objection to
any hon. member living on lemonade if i%

pleaso% him to do so. It is a rather flatu-
lent diet, and for myself I do not go in for
it. But there is something more in this
motion, even considering the side-stepping
speech made by the hon., member for Rock-
hampton, who remembered at the last fatal
moment that there were such things as
licensed Louses in his electorate. The whole
position of Austraha even taking the eco-
nomic side of it, is that the wine industry
of this country, properly exploited, would
become a tremendous money maker and a tre-
mendous revenue producer; vet you would
be asked to do the first thing in the recrud-
escence of a debate to help a stupid thing
such as prohibition which every reasonable
man believes has been utterly put out of
court by the shocking example provided us
in America.

Mr. WixeEOLT: You sald yesterday thas
the Americans were tne finest people in the
world.

Mr. BEDFORD : It is said that at a cer-
tain marriage of old a wonderful miracle

was performed. We find that, although
America is ““ dry ’ according to law, the last
year’s liquor bill there amounted to

£600,000,000. Certainly prohibition has pro-
duced so;nptbﬂng new in the way of mzmcles
At the marriage at Cana in Galilee wate

is said to have been turned into wine. Th
American prohibitionists did very much
better than that. There were 1,000,000 gal-
lons of pre-war whisky stored in a New
York Government warehouse. After fwo
vears it was discovered tpat it had miracu-
Toust y turned into water!

Incladed in this proposition is a general
scheme—part of an echo from a stupid press
outside—a general scheme %o belittle the
position of members of Parliament. Hvery
depression, including this one, produces a
million geniuses who are ready to believe
all would be well with the world if members
of Parliament were paid Is. 6d. a sitting,
ate at a coffee stall, dressed in sackcloth and
ashes, and went back to the diet of John the
Baptist. We are told further, if we ars to
listen to all the little press attackers, that
the best form and the only form of govern-
ment by democracy that the present-day
world can, with all its imperfections, stana
for-—and the only way for getting over the
depression is by generally humiliating our-
selves. This comes very well from a press
which is_doing its best to keep up war
prices, which irves on the Federal Govern-
ment to the extent of £250,000 a year as the
loss of operating its telegraph services; and
I am surprised at a generally level-headed
man like the Premier being blown in his
alleged policy one way or the other by the
lagt blast of wind from a newspaper office.
mostly composed of mechanics calling them-
selves jourhalists, including the great man
at the head of the “ Telegraph,” Mr. D.T.H.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. BEDFORD: Which I believe stands
for Delirium Tremens Horribilis.

Mr. BPEAXER: Order! Order!
Mr. BEDFORD: An attack on Parlia-

in under this motion.

Mr. Bedford.]

ment House comes
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E »{“Vi‘adv knows that the refreshment-room
does not pa‘; and that J
bution tO the unpayable

end

: 3
mg {ot

ot

Y
patriots
L the ,ihendeum Lhm in Sydney

The finances
and a collection

ns, inclug
ionateiy
the car-

, 3
ullgtw and ﬂernar&

A r
Wise go*

together, and qemc-cd that the
good, old ’31db should not e—that they
would deink it out of debt, and they did.

(Laughter.) And, if the Treasurer were only
half a man, he would assist in the same way
in regard to the refreshment-rocm here.
The T'RE&QUPER: I T gave
would you be able to do it?

Mr. BEDFORD: Yes; do it in my siride.
(L‘mk,mel ) I used to take on real men in
relays of three a day, and, when these died
out, there was no more vaw material
(Laughter.) Having been well brought up
in & temperance family, it took me until the

you my share,

age of sixteen to discover the error of my
ways. At the age of sixteen I had my first
bheer, and found it good. Later I dlscovere-d

this country naturally the finest wine-produc-
,mg country in the world, and that it pro-

duced the best still hock the world has ever
koown.

In making Australia more and more
temperate, we are being aided by time, and
aided largely by intelligence in drmkmg.
Everybody knows that every nation in the
world has gone through its period of drunk-

enness. Alcchol exists in everything vege-
table—grass, trees, grain, and fruit, “and in
some animal beuanhen toc. You can geb

an- alcoholic reaction from sea water and
air; and, when the teetotaller, having
decided that he has never had any alcohol
in his life—although probably he has got
his alcohol from lollies instead of from the
bottle, as we do—when he has decided he
has had no alcohol, he is burned with alco-

holic. wood or buried in aleoholic clay.
There is ro escape from alcohol. When in
the beginning those old monks who were

trymg to turn lead into gold or discover
the secret of perpetusl motion discovered
various pelmamt}ons of certain substances
the chemical analysis of which was unknown,
they alwavs ended up by making a fine
ligewr., Thus the monks invented <char-
treuse and benedictine. Later came cura-
coz, and that concoction of poppmmirﬁ
knewn de menthe or ““starboard
light.” or.}y The position of the
t"(v'\rﬂ habit is that it is so many thousands
s old that it is ineradicable in
The only thing Australians have to
do is to wipe out graduzlly the taste
for the ardent spizxit and to replace
it with a taste for Australian Wines,
which  are imomparauly better  than
those produced in any other country of the
world.  The Ttalians are the most sober
people in the world, as are also the French
and the Spaniards. I was three years in
Italy, and I only saw one drunken man there

Mr. Bedford.
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all the time, and he was an HEnglish sailor.
The Teutonic peoples, the heavy drinking
peoples like the Gormans and the English-—
who are mostly Germans, because, when you
say Anglo-Saxon, you mean 90 per cent.
Saxon and 10 per cent. Anglo—these people
still stick to the inartistic and crude ways
of drinking which the French and Italians
have long since grown out of. An Ifalian
said fo me once, speaking of a good wine—
iz B8 Tare in Italy as a {rog with
“ Good wine WhI make you go ’m
Isaid “ Make that good e
Good wine gives vcm a good stomach,
breathing and
makes a good

sw}d, ¢
a good stomach wwe% zood
ffegd blood; good blood
heart: a good heart makes a goo
and a to T
iti that it

test &rawba K in

4 man;

getting sober. The great
reg‘ard to the aims of temperance in the

acth has been restrictions of those aims,
T'vorvbodf‘ knows that under “ wowserism '~
things ‘wont fmm one cxtreme to the other.
The obverse of the Puritan shield in Clom-
wellian ‘mmes was that people became sick
of the Puritan gloom, and were thus encour-
aged to the restoration of monarchy on
the waster Charles the Second. The Puritans
had closed the theatres for something like
six years, and immediately they were re-
opened, Jome of the vilest plays ever known
on earth were produced, including * The
Parson’s Wedding.”

All the naticns of the earth, having gone
through the baptism of crude alcohol, have
gradually become sober. Many teetotallers

must adr that thelr fathers and grand-
fathers all their drinking for them.
There is nothing truer than the biblical

phrase that ¢ the fathers have eaten sour
grapes and the children’s teeth are set on
edge.” Most of the digestive trouble in even
the sober countries of France, Itaiv. and Spain
is that these peovnle do the same thing as
did. They drink in November the
if Noah had known

&
=

vintage of October, and,
as mzch about Hquor as he knsw aboub
navigating his scow, he would not have
made the disgraceful exhibition he did imme-
diately after leaving his vineyard.  The
position in Australia, especially in the far-
western plains of this State, is that a new
industry is cpen to us plovmod time and
money can be given to the ripening and:
maturing of wine.

If we could adjust our inlernal organs so
that the habit of dvinking ardent liquors
and heavy beers—which were imported from
cold couniries ltke Hngland and Germany—
gave to ths drirking of Australian
wines, > would immediately bhegin to
increass the working ability of the Austra-
lian, give him a better form of life, and at
the same time add o Quecensland a great
asset which it sadly lack

It is extr
people of

raordinary, ton, that tho teetotel
ho \smn] have produced nothing

vet in the way of art or literature. If we
search the coatemiporary poetry of the
Rechabite or the %c&or}hndﬂ”" Order of Good
we find some such crude state-
the pledge? Never! No! No!

ile the spring from the moun-
tain shall flow.”

(Laughter.) And when one considers a great

flow of poetry, wit, and humour, allied {o
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the drinking habit, one naturally thinks of
Shakespeare, and Ben Jonson, and all the
merry crew at the Mermaid Tavern, and
wonders how they would have got along
without a drink. A great mate of mine,
Victor Daly—who should not have died, who
knew goocd wine and loved it, and Who has
now gone to the place where there is no
drmkmg—mmdm to the place the hon, mem-
ber for Rockhampton would like to make of
the back wing of this building—once wrote
some lines about wine. There was at one
time a good Australian wine called Cawarra.
There was one other wine that came some-
where within coo-ee of it, the Cresto Blanco,
of California; but then in came somebody
who commercialised these wines, so that the
craftsman was lost in the vigneron, and the
vigneron was lost in a mere Wlnesellel The
glory of Cawarra as a wine has been lost,
but “there is a South Australian hock—
Quellthaler-—which is sunshine and the air
of the great Central Plains imprisoned in a
bottle. This is what Daly wrote of a Sydney
wine cellar—
“No vintage elien
For thee or me,
Qur fount Castalian
Of pocsy
Shall wine Australian
None other be.
Then place your hand in
‘This hand of mine,
And while we stand in
Her brave sunshine
Pledge deep our land in
Our land’s own wine.

It has no glamour

Of old romance,
Of war and amour

In Spain or France;
Its pocts stammer

As yet perchance.

But he may wholly

Become a seer
Who quaffs it slowly;

For he shall hear
Though faintly, lowly,

Yet sweet and clear
The axes ringing

On mountain sides,
The wool bonts swinging

Down Darling tldeb
The drovers singing

Where Clancy rides.
The miners driving,

The stockman’s strife,
All sounds conniving

To tell the rife,
Rich, rude, strong, striving

Australian life.
Onea more your hand in
This hand of mine,
And while we stand in
Her brave sunshine
Pledge deep our land in
Our lend’s own wine.”
This metion sheuld be defeated because any-
thing that tends to make the fallacy of liquor
prohibition again dcbatable should be
defeated as a wmere wasting of time.

Mpr. Duxrpor: What is the plank in your
platform ?

Mr. BEDFORD : The plank reads, “ With
a view to ultimate prohibition.”” As I inter-
jected to the hon. member earlier, we have
also a plank for the ultimate wiping out
of original sin, but it will not be yet; and

1951—2 ¢
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I thank God that it will not be while I am
on this earth. True temperance will come
by the alteration of the Australian appetite
to favour light wines; and, outside of the
great economic value of the wine industry
vet to be exploited, we shall thus make for
Australia a character for temperance like
that of France, Italy, and Spain, the most
sober peoples of the world. With the drink-
ing of light wines we shall make Australians
also one of the soberest nations of the
world. Tor that reason, if for no other, I
trust that the motion which has been moved
hy the hon. member, who was disappointed
because he was not allowed to keep fowls
in his bedroom and objected to the theft
of ice cream-—which also contains aleohol,
because no sugar can be possible without it
—will be turned down amid general laughter.

Mr. DUNLOP (Hockhampion) [3.21]: In
1eplv I have to state that offer no-
apology for my action in this matter. I
am glad that one hon. member, the hon.
momber for Fassifern. has had the courage
to sccond my motion. Since we have been
in this House we have tried as independent
members to cnlighten the people, despite

the ** circusism ” of some hon. members. It is
regrettable that the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition should permif

their followers to stoop to childish tactics
for which the country has to pay. 1 wish
to reply to the stalwart member for War-
rego in no ‘unmistakable way. I have
always had the courage of my convictions,
and I fear no politician either inside or
cutside the House. I -have been elevated
to public life because I have always called
a spade a spade; and I will not be side-
tracked by any sarcasm or mimicking by
hon. members who ought to know better.
The country is called upon to pay for their
tactics, I can share heartily in any joke.

The hon. member for Warrego stated
that I had moved the motion with a
view to getting into the limelight. with
my C’]((\Olb. but my electors know that,
if I make up my mind to do a thing, T do
it, and there is no man from the highest
rung of the ladder to the lowest who will
deter me in my determination. I throw
back the sarcasm of my witty friend the
hon. member for Warrego. I am not look-
ing for any limelight, but, if anything, the
reverse.

I believe in giving the licensed victuallers
a fair go. While I believe in the aboli-

tion of the sale of liquor within the pre-
cincts of this House, I nevertheless believe
111'1t

while the pr sosent law of the land
jicensed victuallers should be treated
If I had the power, I would abolish
t}-L drmk truffic altogether, as it is one
of the greatest curses unagmable 1 can-
not imagine the electors of Warrego dis-
franchising themsclves by sending their
present uplecenmtne to look after their
interests in this Parliament. He is genuincly
witty, but exception must be taken fo his
sarcasm and his belittlement of others, which
cuts no ice. His clectors must be ashamed
of themsclves for electing him. T have hiad
the courage of my convictions in speaking
on this subject: and whoever is my opponent
at the fo11hcorrxn~ elections, be the candi-
date a representative of the Government
party or the Labour party, I will force some
pronouncement on this question from him.
There arc a number of membors of the
Government party who have not the ccurage

Mr. Dunlop.]
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of their convictions. On a motion which
I submitted last wear in this Chamber not
one of nineteen icembers of those who had
previously voted in the affirmative on the
question  was game to stand to his guns.
Whilst T am in this Hou I shall fear no
one.  Noiwithstandize that the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego took up a great deal of
time waxing sarcastic at my expense, he
never uitered one word which could be con-
strued as being in favour of this moticn or
otherwize, I wili divide the House on the
question, and see just where hon. members
stand in relation to it.

Question—* That the parliamontary liquor
bar be nbolished” (Mr. Dunlop’s motion)—

put; and the House divided :—
Aves, O,
Mr. Barber Mr. Winstanley
,s Barnes, G, P.
,, Carter Tetlers:
,, Dunlop ,» Bruce
. Walker, J. E. ., Cooper

s Wienholt

NoESs, 36,

Mr, Annand Mr. Kirwan

,. Bedford ., Maxwell

,, Blackley ,» DMoore

,, DBrand .  Morgan

., Butler .»  Mullan

., Conroy »  O'Keefe

. ash ,»» Pease

5, Deacon ,,  Plunkett

,» Duity . Pollock

.. Foley ., Russell, I, A1,

,» rimstone ., Sizer

.» Hanlon ,,  Smith

' Tanson ;s Stapford

. nes » Tozer

,, Jamiegson s Wilson

., Kenny

., Xerr : Tellicrs
Dr. Kerwin ,, Russell, W. A.
Mr. Xing

., Tedman
Resolved in the i

GOVERNMENT INDUSTRIAL POLICY.
Mr. POLLOCK (Gregoryy [8.23): 1 beg to

HoVe—

“ That, in the opinion of this House,
the Government’s peliey of wages reduc-
tion, cancellation, and suspension of
awards, together with curtailment of the
general pro ns for the health, safety,
and welfare of the mass of the indus-
trizl workers in this State, has increased
unemployment, bankrupted many busi-
nessex, and has inflicted injury on the
people generally, particularly those for
whose benefit the industrial laws were
primarily initiated. This House also
records 1ts opinion that such a policy is
in direct conflict with, and a gross repu-
diation of, the Government’s pre-election
pledges and promises ¥—

This motion seeks to deal chicfly with
the effect of the Government’s policy of
suspending Industrial Court ,awards and
leaving the workers who were living under
the protection of those awards without any
protection whatsoever. The effect of that
throughout the State has been so remarkable
that any man who has travelled the length
and breadth of Queensland and has failed to
see the disastrous effect of such a policy must
have had his eyes closed 95 per cent. of the
time. On the question generally of the sus-
pension of awards, let me remark that, if
ever there was a time when arbitration was
necessary, it is now. In times of prosperity

[Mr. Dunlop,
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when there is plenty of employment and very
few men to take that employment, the few
men competing for the many jobs are prac-
tically able to dictate fair and rcasonable
and in some cases unrcasonable ferms. Bu,
when the jobs are few, and thousands of men
are travelling throughout the State 1ll-clothed,
partly starved, glad to pick up any sort of
a job that is offering, it is then that arbi-
tration has the only value that arbitration
can have fer people who work for a living,
Arbitration in good times from the workers’
viewpoint is not nearly so necessary as it is
when times are veally bad. It is now, in
times like the pr , with the utmost
competition for every job that is offering,
that we find the real neced for a system of
arbitration which will protect men from the
greed of some unscrupulous employers who
arc preparcd to exploit the misery of people
who are unable to help themselves. When
travelling throughout the State, I have found
that wherever the suspension of arbitration
awards is applied most, it is there that the
greatest depression exists. To give an illus-
tration, let me cile one, among many in-
the suspension of the station hands’
award. It is true that the Government have
at the present time so suspended the opera-
tions of arbitration awards that at least two-
fifths of the work of this State, who were
prieviously under awards, are unable to
vecelve any pretection whatever from the
court, duc entirely to the action of the Go-
vornmnent.  But, wherever the policy of the
suspension of awards operates most, there
yvou will find that the depression is sharpest
and keenest. When the Government came
into power, station hands were recciving £3
10s, per week and found. Later on, through
the action of the pastoralists, who approached
the court for a reduction, that waze was
reducad to £3 per weck. Bub apparently
that reducticn was not ficient to suit the
Governmiert and a few of theilr supporters
among the gor pastoralists, because when
the wagn stood at £3 the Government decided
- they would suspend the operation of the
station handsy aw to enable wages to be
reduced still further in aceordavce with the
| f tho=e who ited to exploit men
who were in difficulties. These awards have
heen surpended, and in particular the station
hends’ award has been suspended for somn
time.  The net result of all this is that station
hands’ o to-day in Western Queens-
land vary from 15s. to £2 10s. per wesk.
Instead of there being a protection of £3 a
week, as there was before the arbitration
award was suspendes], there is now no pro-
tection whatever for the employee against
any unserupulous employer who desires to
take advantage of his straightened circum-
stances. While I admit that the cases where
men are employed at 15s. a week and found
are not numerous, I also say that the cases
in which men are getting £2 10s. a week
and found arc very few indeed. In the
majority of cases the general wage paid in
the country that I represent, where the cost
of living is still very high indeed, is from
24s. to 35s. per week.

=

In the case of a few of the more favoured
sclectors and even station managers who are
sllowed freedom in their goodness of heart
and sense of fairness to give fair play, in
isolated instances men are receiving up to
£2 10s. per week; but in the vast majority
of cases the rate is from £1 4s. to £1 10s.
or £1 15s. per weck. In the majority of
cases, it is not over £1 10s. per week.
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This is the result of a policy which cannot
be defended. The pretection which arbitra-
tion gives 1s not protection against the
rminded employer—and there are plenty
of them in this country—the protection that
nrbitration s is that which is needed
against  the ‘upulous,  grasping, and
greody employer, who is prepared to take
advantage of any circumstances. Avbitra-
tion was only instituted to protect people
against the men from whom ths worker
needed the most proteetion. The abolition
f is has not meant thas the toiler
any worse deal from the average
fairminded emplorer—he does not. In some
os where they can possibly afford it,
fairminded employers have, to my know-
iedge, kept wages up to the arbitration stan-
dard, and In a few cases cven higher; but
it is with men who are unscrupulous and
who will never pay a fair wage except
under legal compalsion that this policy
of the Government has found most favour.
The man who can take advantage of
a stockman who literally huwks his labour
on to his property, and says to him, ¢ You
cannot get any rations here. It will be
difficult for you to walk on without rations;
I can give you a job at £1 per week and
tucker; and that is all you can get here.”
That is the type of man that the susnension
of awards has helped. On the last trip
I took out West I passad three men travel-
ling from liongreach (o Winton—three
strong, able-bodied, young fellows, all good
types of men., Being in a car by myself, 1
naturally asked them if they would like a
[ift, and they said they would be glad of it.
iy told me they to go within 20

They
miles of Winton, ! hing off the road to

go to a station in scarch of rations. The
czse they pub up to me was this: They
were single men; th had received their

5s. worth of rations from the scrgeant of
nolice 1n Longreach, and that the i
ned end out duv before b
Lizd to losn time on the journey from
ronch to Winlou—a distunce of 130
Thoy were travelling on empty stomachs
ith very little water and with hard]
proipect of a lift, becsuse the mujors
people out West were unable to afford
ars. They had to branch off and go to
station about 20 railes from Winton and
ot rations. I waid to one of the men.
What will happen 3f wyou can’t get
rations?”  He gaid, ‘ We will have to do
the best we can; we will have to ask for
tacker, Jf the cmployer tells us that he
can’t afford to give us rations, and say<
‘he will give us a few davs’ work and Al
ptp’.our tucker bags, we will have to accept
1T,

the

a

This suspension of CGovernment awards
in the pastoral industry and every other
industry has mcant that men in these diffi-
culties are forced to travel on light rations
and to accept whatever work is given to them
at whatever price is offered, or clse go
along still further on hungry stomachs; and
there 1s a limit to the distance a man can
travel in the very dry, inhospitable country
of Western Queensland under conditions such
as those. This suspension of awards has
merely meant that no advantage is given
to the decent class of employer in the com-
munity, who in many cases will not take
advantage of the opportunity to reduce
wages. He will still pay what is a fair thing.
But the suspension of awards means giving

[20 Avaust.]
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an advantage to that type of cellous indi-
vidual who preparved to say, ** Work for
tucker or walk and starve!”

It was argued by the authors of this
scheme, by the Premier and others, and by
the president of the Pastcralists’ Association
in their last annual report, that quite a large
number of men have obtained employment
because of the low wages being paid who
would not have been employed 1f the wages
had been kept up to the previous level, 1
would like these people to show us just
where additional men are employed. I have
rather an intimate knowledge of the vast
jority of the station hands in the elec-
1 represent, and, on making inquiries
in the Winton district when I was there,
Jast, they told me without exception that
in all cases not only were more men not
being employed but that the stations were
carrying on with the least possible number
of men, working them the longest possible
number of hours, and reducing their rations
to thoe very lowest possible level. To-day
in Western Quecnsland, instead of award
conditions obtaining, under which the men
got decent rations on a scale laid down by
the court, the scale is laid down by the
employer, and, unfortunately, it is not a
very good one. The hours also previously
were laid down by the court. To-day they
are laid down by the employer. The hours
that are worked =nd likewise the wages
that are paid are governed by the amount
of work and the number of hours unfortunate
ren on the verge of starvation are prepared
to undertake in order to keep body and
soul together. It may not bs a pretty pic-
ture, but, unfortunately, it is as true as I
arn standing here. In Western Queensland
to-day, in spite of the Government promises
prior to the last clection, there is an accentu-
ation of what the Premier described as the
framp, tramp, *tramp of the unemployed.
The sound has grown louder. In some parts
of Queensland it is deafening compared with

what 1t was when the Government took
ofice. That is due to the suspension of

awards. It is due to an entire disregard
. '
of the things that men need who work for

-a living, and ihe things that go to make

up a decent standard of living.

T4 has to be remembered that from time
immemorial station hands have carted their
labour to the very doors of the employer.
Thez are always there; labour is always to
be obtained; and it is a pity that any action
of this Government has been responsible for
a state of affairs that will enable men to
exploit the necessitics of other men who are
offering for cmployment.

The effect of this suspension of awards is
just as great upon business as its effect on
the men who were employed, if it is nob
even greater., Gencrally in Western Queens-
land, where the policy of suspension of
awards has cperated, a large number of
storekeepers have been carrying on in the
slack season the men who are now working
on the miserable wage of £1 or 25s. a weelk,
believing that in the ordinary course of
events they would be receiving some work
at the stations this year and would be able
to lquidate their back debts. In the Western
districts the credit system has so grown that
during the slack period storekeepers have
customarily been willing to take the word
of station hands and rouseabouts and carry
them over the slack period of the year until
the next season.

My, Pollock.}
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No distinction has been made in favour of
the married man in suspending the awards.
The wage for which the single man is pre-
pared to work becomes the ba.sm or ruling
rate for the married men tco. There are
thousands of married station hands, some
with large families, all over Western Queens-
land, and to-day the wage for the married
station hands varies from 15s. to 35s. a week,
and in odd cases reaches as high as £2 per
week. These men arc unable to carry on
on that amount. When you rcalise that
the cost of practically ail commodities
is 30 per ceat. higher in western towns
than it is onr the coast, largely owing
to railage, but in some cases to other causes,
you realise the utter impossibility of a mar-
ried man maintaining a home, paying rent,
perhaps paying off a worker’s dwelling, or
even attempting to pay off one penny from
the back rent from the enormous wage of
28s. to 30s. per week. Unfortunately
many of them are not recelving even
that amount. Those circumstances have,
in turn, led to suwch a state of depres-
sion in business in Western Queensland that
gencral businesses are practically unable to
carry on. If this state of affairs is allowed
to continue because of business depression
and its consequent unemployment, then it
will not be long before at least one-third of
the population leave those towns and dis-
tricts to scek employment on the coast. These
men were previously receiving a fair and
reasonable wage under arbxtratxon In view
of the big drop in the price of wool and the
depression generally, T am not going to
argue for a ‘moment that the wages gwarded
by the court for station hands would have
remained at the old figure. I am nct such
a fool as to believe that the wages of one
section would ke kept up while the wages
of another section were being reduced.
Obviously, the Industrial Court would have
taken the same stand in all casss, but is
would not have reduced the wages to the
extent that applies to-day. The unscrupulous
employer would have been compelled to
follow the example of the decent man and
ab lenst pay a fatr living wage in accordance
with the cost of living, if the award had not
heen ruspended. Whilst I personally recog-
nign that the conditions which applied 1n
1925 during the boom wool period and during
the boom fimes generally in Australia would
probably mnot prevail to-day because of the
depression and slackness 1n industry, still
I believe that no sensible judge of the Indus-
trial Court could justify a wage of from
15s. to £1 a weck for married station hands
with families t> Leep.

That leads me to the belief that the Go-
vernment were utterly unconcerned about
the interests of the workers of this State
when the station hands’ award and other
awards were suspended. I am not so familiar
with the conditions of the workers in the
agricultural districts as I am with those In
the pastor: al distriets; but I do know that
there is a fixed price for wheat to-day. Thetre
are pools for all kinds of primary products.
In short, there is arbitration and retention
of high prices by governmental action for the
farmer and for the agriculturist generally.
The policy of this Government is arbitration
and fixation of prices for the farmer, but no
fixation of wages for the worker. While the
farmer is protected to the extent of a fized
price for his commosditics, no protection
whatever is given to the man employed in
the production of these commodities. The

[Mr. Pollock.
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employer can, to use a harsh term, sponge
upon the employment of the ordinary man
who comes to work for him. He can compeF
the employee to work for whatever wage a
hard-up man is prepared to accept. If a
worker is resident in an agricultural dis-
trict and the district s teeming with swag-
men and the farmer is able to obtain a
worker for 15s. to £1 per week and the
barest supply of food, and work him half way
round the clock, then whether we like it or
not, that is the "basic wage for that industry.
Tt is an application of the economic rule of
supply and demand. Once you abolish the
legal protection extended to the woge-earner,
you remove any right that he might have
to obtain a fair or decent wage from any
person.

This policy of the Government of fixation
of prices to the pumary p1oducexs and star-
vation wages, or ‘‘catch-as-catch-can’ rates
for the general worker cannot last. It is
impossible that people who are not receiv-
ing a living wage can continue to pay high
prices to keep these commodities at the high
standard fixed by the Government. There
must be one inevitable result, if the Govern-
ment are prepared to face the suspension
of awards, and that is the suspension of all
the advantanes of arbitration given under
the guise of pools to agriculturists and
farmers generally. It is a remarkable thing
that four or five yuvars ago the ordinary
working man, who decided that arbitration
was no good to him and who wanted to
depart from it in order to substitute the
system of direct action, was called a
Bolshevik; but to-day the man who wants
arbitration from thiz Government is still a
Bolshevik. He was a  Bolshie” before
because he did not vvant arbitration; now
he is still a ‘' Bolshie ” because he wants 1t.
It seems to me that the Government have
one cry for to-day and another for to-morrow
just to suit their own ends.

The latter part of my proposal reads—

“This House also records its opinion
that such a policy is in direct conflict
with, and a gross repudiation of, the
Government's pre-election pledges and
promises.’

I propose to prove that, and to bring the
public utterances of the Premier before the
last election to support the statement in the
resolution that this policy is not in con-
formity with the pledges and promises made
by the Government to the people before. the
last election. Speaking at Mackay, the
Premier is reported as follows:—

“The whole purpose of the Labour
organisation to-day is to raise up @ bogy
that, should my party get into power,
there will be a reduction of the Wages,
a lengthening of hours, and a reversion
to the conditions of 1915. ¢If that were
likely,” he added, ‘then why was it
that in ccuatries that had never had a
Labour Government—courtries like New
Zealand, America, (Germany, and Canada
—had conditions not changed in this
way?’”

Coming down to Rockhampton on his tour,
the Premier became a little more emphatic,
for he said—

¢« All sorts of bogies have been raised
by the Labour Party, including the
idiotic statement that, if the National-
1tc were returned, there would be a
veduetion in wwgeb and an increase in
working hour:, That was all moon-
shine
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At Gympie he said—

“Much that was not there had been
read Into the policy he had put before
the people. Suggestions made concern-
ing what his party intended to do should
it gain power were quite foreign to any
intention of his and quite foreign to any
intsution of his party. Pamphlets had
been sent round the country that were
absolutely misleading. One of these
stated that Tory policy was wage reduc-
tion. It was humbug to talk hke that.
No party—and certainly not his party—
would stand for lower wages, because 1t
ognised that a bigh-wage coun-
was a prosperous country, and they
ed to sce (QQueensland prosperous.”

ri

That brings me to the question of whather
the suspension of awards was intended to
raise or lower wages. I presume the Premier
would not argue that he suspended awards
s0 that wages could be raised, especially at
this time when there are about 10,000 men
offering for every job. Shortly before the
clection the “ Daily Mnil” published a state-
ment over the Premier’s signature of his
political faith, in which this was stated—
“The stupid bogies raised by our
opponents that wo are out to retrench
and to lower wages are entirely without
foundation. We realise that a low-wage

community is a low-spending commu-
nity.”
Then in a full page advertiscment of the
“Daily Mail” of &th May, under what

purported to be a likeness of the Premier
uln_d under a heavy set of headlines, appeared
this—

‘Smashing replies to Labour Jies.
Definite pledges.
The

Country-Nationalists  definitely
stand for no reduction in the stan-
dard of living.”

In addition to those pledges which were
made by the Government, there are pledges
which were made individually by members
of the Ministry. For instance, the Secre-
tary for Pulblic Instruction, sy ing at Salis-
bury, said this—

“The Government had indulged in a
policy of vilification and abuse of the
members of the Opposition and their
volicv. They said that, if they were
returned with a msjority, they would
reducs wages und the standard of liv-
ing, notwithstanding that such statements
had been emphatically denied by Mr.
Moore and members of his party.”

At Toowcombe, the archpriest of the De-
partment of Labour and Industry (Mr. Sizer),
who is prevending that he is giving work to
the unemploved of Queensland, had this to
say

“The Nationalists were not a party
supporting low wages and long hours.
A Jow-wage community was a low-
spending community, which was entively
opposed to their ideals and aspirations.
Their objective was higher production
and higher wages, and they intonded
introducing legislation to permit of its
realisation.”

That is about the richest joke that the

Minister has ever made—that he intended
to introduce legislation improving condi-
ilons.

[20 Avcust.]
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At 4.2 p.m.,

Mr. MaxwirL {Zoowong), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, velicved —Mr.
Speaker in the chair.

Ar. POLLOCK : . The present Government
“Whip.” the hon. member for Enoggers,
had this to say, according to the
“ Telegraph 7 of 2nd May, 1928—

“The policy specch delivered by Mr.
Moore had for its foundation more pro-
duction. This ideal meant higher and
uot lower wages; npither did it mean
increased hour

he was in accord with the hon.
Kelvin Grove (3r. Iill), who

Presume«
ber for

*He emphatically denied that the
party intended dismissing public scr-
vants,  veducing  wages, or lengthen-
ing the honr: of Ik ', snd appealed 1o
bhlv andi se the Govern-

nietil.

Apperently all these things thst hon. mem-
bers  opposite promised not to do prior
to the last eclecfions have been done by the

Government: but not onc of thom has come
over iw this side; not one of them has
raisad his volce in Parlinment agninst those
easur not one of them, either inside
or outside t Tlouse, has the least word

of conderanaticn of the Government, or has
made the least effory to dirroviate himself
from the actions of men whe have done
exactly the opposite of their pledges 1o the
clectors.

Then the hon.
Kelso), speaking
1929, said—

“The Government ’—

member for Nundah {Mr.
at Nundah on 2nd May,

"The hon. member was referring to the
Labour Government—
“swould employ the same tactics as they
had done nt the last clection, and would
iry to play on the fears of the eclectors
by teliing them that, if the Opposilion
Partr wers returned to power, they
would reduce wages, lengthen the hours
of labour, and abolish the Arbitration
Court. Mr. Kelso said that Mr. Moore
had emphatically stated from time to
time during this campaign that he a\nf}
his party would do nothing of the sort,
Althouz™ he has done everything of the
cort. the Bon, member still sits solidly behind
the Promier. e is still one of the ** durmb-
Griven political eattle ” supporting the Go-
vermment, and apparently will still con-

tinue to support the Government, no matier
what they may do.
wWr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The

hon. member is not in order in using tne

expression < dumb-driven politics! cattle.”

Mr. POLLOCK: There was no personal
reflection intended, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
would ask the hon. member to withdraw
the statenient.

Mr. POLLOCK : I have no objection to
withdrawing it if it is offensive. Perhaps
I can put it better in another way. I can
say that the members of the party who
pledged themselves to oppose any reduction
in the standard of living or in the onslaught
on wages are so supine that they are pre-
pared to do whatever they are told to do

Mr. Pollock.]
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by the Premier and his bosses outside this
House. Perhaps that puts the position more
offectively and more truthfully than the way
I did put it. Mr. Speaker, who unfortunately
is not here at the moment, had this to say—
“ There were no extravagant promises
of anything but what was capable of
fulfilment without reducing wages or the
pressnt standard of living.”
One can go through the whole gamut of the
pledges made by members of the Govern-
ment Party prior to the last clection and
find that evervone of them distinctly pledged
himaelf. It is not as though they did not
know what they were doing. They went
before the electors with their eyes open to
the facts. Many of them were experienced
pariiamentarians who knew the state this
country was in, and who ought to have
knewn the difficulties that lay ahead. With
the knowledge that the price of wool—behind
which they are attempting to shield them-
selves to-day—had already dropped to an
unprofitable price, that, generally speaking,
the prices of primary products were falling
on all hands—knewing all these things they
deliberately pledged themselves that they
would not interfere in any way with the
standards of living of the workers. Any
breach of a pledge such as that is rank
treachery to the electors of this State. It
is the basest form of treachery that any
Government could be guilty of, and, if men
cannot be trusted to honour the promises
that they give at election time, there can
¢ no security in representative government.
The clectors cortainly expect that the men
for whom they vote will honour the pledges
that they make, and do something to over-
come the policy that they have been suffering
under for some time past. These men knew
the difficulty, and had enough experience.
The Premier himself has been in this Flouse
for seventeon or eighteen years. He was an
experienced enough politician to know that
the promises he was making were promises
that he would have to stand up to. Fle ought
to have becn able to sce the difficultios that

we had got into. Mr. McCormack was
able to sece them. Gther men with
any capacity wers able to see them H

consequently there is no excuse for the hon.
member dishonouring the pledges which were
made.

The last of the pledges made to the electors
that I propose to read was made by the hon.
member for Maree. Tt is the funniest and
richest of all. The “ Courier ’ of 30th April,
1928, reports Mr. Tedman as baving said at
East Brishane—

“ Any privileges that may be enjoved
by the workers to-day would not be dis-
turbed by a National Government, which
would ersure that there would be no
rednction in wages or an increase in
working hours.”

In the same issue of the “ Conrier ” the same
gentleman is reported as having said at
Ipswich—

“Railway employees have nothing to
fear from a change of Government.
There would be no reduction in wages,
If his party by act of legislation either
mncressed the hours of the workers or
reduced wages he would leave that
party,”’

He is still over there with his whiskers very
deep in the cream, and he does not intend
leaving.

[Mr. Pollock.
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If there is any further testimony needed,
then here are some—not the ones we pro-
duced previously—but here are some placards
which were posted up just prior to the last
election.  The first reads—

“Is it a job?
 Queenslanders—Thousands
Fellow Citizens—

of Your

“Their Wives and Children—are
‘looking

**To You To-morrow to Vote them a
Job.

“ McCormack Has Nothing To Offer
Them.

*“ Give Moore’s Scheme a Chance !
“£2000,00¢ for 10,000 workers.
“ And
*“ Change the Government !”
That 1s authorised by P. T. G. Shaw, Terrica
House, Brisbane. The other placard reads—
“ It Can Be Done—It Will be Done.
“If my Party is Successful at the
Polls, We Pledge Ourselves to
arvange for the expenditure of
£2,000,000
to find early
10,000 workers.
A. E. Moorg.”
What has become of them ?—
“ Workers—Safeguard Your Jobs and
Your Children’s Future.
““Change The Government !”

When I sulsmitted an identical placard to
this last year I was given a view of * the
outer,”” and I presurme the feelings of the
(tovernment have not changed since then.
As I know how touchy they are on the
subject, and how likely to provoke the Trea-
surer the exhibition of such placards will be,
perhaps it is as well to put them away.
When Mr. Speaker ruled last year that the
exhibition o¢f plesards such as these was
conducive to dizorder, he probably thought
the Treasurer was so annoyed that he would
come over and bite me. At any rate, the
fact remains that twelve months after the
Government made those pledges they were
satisfied to give me a week’s suspension
because I drew attention %o them, and
because they could not bear to look their
own pledges in the face twelve months after
they had made them. T am glad they have
chavged a little. They have altered, and
have cither become more callous in the
matter of broken pledges or else have decided
to take no notice, a=, after all, it will work
out for the best if they are izncied. There
is w0 doubt the whole policy of the Govern-
nont has heen disastrous to all cemtres in
Queenzland., It will continue to b« <disas-
trous, and there is ornly one way out of the
difiienlty, and that ix to give the right to
the workers to go before an arbitration
tribuns! which will award them what is
sufficient to live on.
OprosiTioN MIaaBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr., DASH (Hundingburra) [4.14]: 1
desire to sccond the motion so ably moved
by the hon. member for Gregory; and in
doing so I would like to give a little history
as to why arbitration became the policy of
ihe Labour movement. Many years ago the
workers were disorganised, very little con-
sideration being given them by their em-
ployers: and for years and years they made
every effort to get the right to work. The
wages then were fixed according to the

employment for

n
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supply of labour, so that troubles arose year
in and year out in many industries; and the
workers began to organise for their own_pro-
tection, and various attempts were made to
break up their organisations. That went on
for years, espeually in the western districts
of Quecensland, where the bush workers were
badly treated. Away back in the 80’s a move
was made to form what is now known as the
Australian Workers’ Union, and also other
unions. The workers came into conflict with
the employers in the carly days, and every
attempt to scttle disputes was futile until
strikes grew to such dimensions that it was
impossible to earry on industry. I notice
that the Governments in those days were
desirous of helping the workers to obtain a
fair deal. Looking through the volume
writien by Mr. O, Al Bunayi ontitlea
“ Queensland Politics During Sixty Years,’
I find the follewing on page 469—

“In fho session of 1874 it is of interest
to find C. H. Buzacott introducing a Bill
to provlde a statute day for labour. This
measure yveached its first reading stage
ouly.

Great preseure was brought to bear, and the
measure rcached its first reading stage only.
It was dropped by the then Government,
after some speeches had been made which
shownd that the pastoralists wanted great

concessions.
On the s—a,mo page we read this—
“The Btatute Day for Labour Bill
{Buzicott) reached the Committee stage

in 1375, Dbwi there it lapsed.  After
nroviding that it should not apply tfo
persons emplored as domostic servants,
and persons cutrusted with the care of
cattle, sheep, or other live stock, it
continuced follows 1 —-
¢2. The standard day for persons
ceizployed in any workshop shall con-
sist of eight actual working hours,
and no :, excepting cases where
agreetnents for a longer working day
shall be mutually entered into.

€3, Fxeent in
agieoments  shall hsve been made,
ove workmsn chall be entitled to
ciaim and recover a full day’s wages
for wvight lours work, whether per-
formed by day or night, and, for every
bour exceading cight, a sum cquivalent
to . one-o ‘hth part of a full day’s
LT

cases where special

That was away bhack in 1274, The Govern-
ment deelined {o plues on the statute-book
some restriction of ihe hours of labour so

that the employer would do the fair thing.
Fron: then on we {ind that the conflict
between labour and cxpital was so great

that in 1594 on a private moembers day, and
practically the snwme date in the vear as that
on which we pre now discusving the condi-
tions of the workers in Western Quecnsland,
Mr. Thomas oy moved the following
motion :— -
“That, in the opinion of this Houwse,
it i3 e= ¥ necessary in the interests
of ind 1 prace to torminate the pro-
sent shearers” strike at the earliest pos-
sible date; and, \»uu this end in view,
this  Houss : upon the United

Pustoralists iation and the Workers
L‘pxou to appownt two representafives,
with a chairman to be appointed by

thi.s House; s said persons to form a con-
ciliation committee for the purpose of

[20 Avgust.]
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endeavouring to settle the existing dis-
pute in the pastoral industry, which is

disastrously affecting the publh, wel-
fare. In the cvent of cither party refus-
ing to appoint representatives to such

committee within the period of a fort-
night from date of passing of this reso-
]ufmh this House immediately proco
to (Lppomt Lopresontatnm for the party
so refusing, and will take such legisia-
tive action as may be found nccessary
o (_01‘7‘)“1 hoth parties to abide by the
domamn

It took the pasiorsl workers over thirty
vears of agitation to get an award of the
‘Arbitration Court. and it was not untii
Labour had control of the Treasury benches
and asbolished the Upper House that the
station hands were able o place their case
Lefore the eourt, For many yearvs an cndea-
vour was made to get it bofoxc the Federal
Arbitration Court: but, owing to difficulties
in sorving the claim on the emplo*ew‘ and
the weed of evidencs as to moembers of the

wnion, it was impossible to get an award
for that industry. Not until TLabour was
ahle to amend the industrial laws of
Queensland re the pastoral workers able
to get their due. Tmmediatelv the present
(lovernment came into office, however, they
suspended the award., and put the station
hands back where they wore over thirty
L ears ago.

E=s

Womesn cooks on stations have also been
exploited since the suspension of the award
fo such an extent that now such a -vorker
gets £1 10:. per week, whereas under the
award which has boen suspended she got
£4 16s., and she now has to work twelve
Liours a dayv without suy allowance for over-
time. In addition to that, a ruling has been
wiven by the Department of Tabour that
a woman cook cngaged as hou:r\hee\per can-
not c¢leim sustenance from the unemploy-
ment insnrance fund when she leaves ler
cmployinent.

The award

relating to the metalliferous
mining industry was also suspended. At an
carlier period the miners enfrafmd in metalli-
ferous mining eperations ende avoured to have
theiv vanee: settled by approaching the
Court, hut thnv were not given
t to do so. They were compelled to
amf\p' wn tever wage was offered to them
by the mineowners; and, il ther did not wish
to Jo so. they were discha arged from their
work. Tf a miner dared to complain of his
treatraent, hs wzs branded as an agitator,
and excluded from employment in any mine
in the strict.  The miners continued to
demonsteate the desire to enter the Arbi-
iration Court, but it was not until 1916 that
the min were able to obtain a decision
from that tribunal. At that time the work-
tug condit! Olls Wore $0 trying that the miners
were compelled to go on strike, and it was
1mpo~ 101(\ to foretell from week {o week how
the miners were being treated industrially,
ov how their health was being safeguarded.
B laws were adopted for the protection
nf the mine but 1'1\ v of supervision on
the 1)&"‘5 of the mine ll“QpC“tOX“i made it
impossible to see that all Hn conditions were
given cffect to, It w mpossible for the
nspe 5 to inspeet e\urv mine daily, and
certain conditions were placed in the “award
dealing with dusty and hot places in the
mines. it was made imperative upon the
emplover to safeguard the health of his em-
ployess—a very wood move on the part of

Mr. Dash.]
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the court in the interests of these workers.
From that day forward the health of the
miners was safeguarded by the adequate
supervision exercised by the mduitxial mine
inspectors, and the ravages of miners’ phthisis
were not neally so severe during the opera-
ticn of those awards. The present Govern-
ment, having no regard for the health of the
miners, suspended the operation of the awards
relating to metalliferous and gold mining.
I freely admit that metalliferous and gold-
mining operations are not 0 extensive to-day
as they wore; kut the fow miners are entitled
to be pmtnotcd in the same way as miners
who "would be employed by a large under-
taking employing hundreds of men. For
vears these men agitated for the protection
given by an award of the court and, when it
was granted, many disabilities were removed.
The provisions relating to mum ventilation
were considerably umnmod and in connec-
tion with other branches of mining the work

was carried cn smoothly and almost entirely.

free from industrial dizputes,

The railway workers have now been
removed from the protection of the court.
In 1914 when the Denham-Barnes Government
were in power, the railway cmployees at
“Townsville went on sirike with the object
of drawing public attention to the fact that
they were working under conditions that
should not be tolorated. They knew that

they had no chance of winning the fight; but-

they were determined to demonstrate to the
people of Quecnsland that the railway
workers werc suffering untold hardships.
They requested the Government of the day
to permit them to go before a board or
Lefore a judge of the court, not with the
object of obtaining an award, but for the
purpose of placing their case before the court.
They were anxious that the public of Queens-
land should know the treatment meted out to
them by the Government of the day; but it
was not until Labour was returned to power
that the railway workers were given the
right to approach the court in the same
manner as other emplovces of the State. One
of the very first awards granted by the court
extended to the railway workers substantial
increuses in wages and improvements in con-
ditions to which they were justly entitled.
Those conditions continued until the present
Government obtained control of the Treasury
benches. One of their first acts was to remove
the public servants and the railway em-
ployees from the protection of the Industrial
Court,.

When the Government were before the
electors in 1829, they promised not to inter-
fere with the Arbitration Court. We find
now that these promises have been broken.
They ave not now prepared to trust the court
to fix the wages for their own employees.
They also say that the court to-day is the
same court as when Labour was in power.
That 13 not so. The Government have so
amended the criginal Act that the industrial
legislation is on a different basis altogether
to-day. The Industrial Arbitration Act of
1916 laid down a certain basis on which
wages and conditions were to be made by
the court. Thoe court has been hamstrung
by this Government, and the statutory powers
guiding it in its decisions have been altered.
“The original Act mowded that no employee
could be worked for more than six out of
seven consccutive days in any one week, but
to-day, owing to the amendment of the Act,
the court has power to make an award
providing for an employee working seven

[ My, Dash,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Government Industrial Policy.

days a week without any time off. Govern-
ments holding office before Labour realised
that eight hours a day was sufficiently long
enough for a worker to work in any one
day, and they placed legislation to that effect
on the statute-book, They also legislated that
workers were entitled to so many holidays a
year. The present Government have deleted
some of those statutory holidays.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
That is not so.

Mr. DASH: The Government have taken
away certaln hohdavs which public servants

and others previously enjoyed. Some of
thosa holid had  becen prescribed by
previous Tory Governments The Minis-
tor cannot deny that fact., The position
of the railway workers in Townsville
to-day is such that many of them have

been brought down to a condition of affairs
that almost amounts to starvation. I have
received a letter from a mechanic who has
a wife and eight children. He tells me that
hiz wages are £3 13s. 6d. per week, and
adds that the family has not tasted butter
for the last four months.  That reduction
in the standard of living of that family has
been caused by the policy of the Government.
We also find that, owing to the drastic action
of the Covernment in taking the station
hands and rural workers away from the pro-
toction of ihe Industrial Court, the scale
of rations which was [‘lescllbed in the
awards does not now apply. We find in
some awards to-day the scale of rations which
mu<t be supplied to the workers must be
“well oooked and properly served by the
employer.” If it was necessary for the
court to prescribe that scale for the workers,
what sort of standard will they now enjoy
when they have been removed from the pro-
tection of the court? We find on the one
hand that the employers have organised as
a body, and on the other hand that the
emploveos have organised into unions. The
policy of Labour was to bring those orga-
nisations together in conference before the
Industrial Court. That worked splendidly
right up to the period wlen the Government
suspended a number of awards.

Mr., BLackLEY : How many strikes had you
before then?

Mr. DASH : Before the adoption of the
principle of arbitration a strike could occur
at any time and dislocate business; but the
Arbitration Court was created to bring the
disputants together and setttle their differ-
cnces ¢n the best possible terms for all
parties conserned. By this means industrial
disturbances  were u.mdoo What is the
position to-day? Men in the mining indus-
try who wart to improve their conditions
arce compelled to adopt the same stand as in
days cone by and dislocate industry if they
desire & rate of wage and conditions com-
mensurate with thur task. We know that
men accept centracts in the mining ‘industry
without any regard for the mining laws. We
also know that mining inspectors could not
previously visit the mines rogularly and sec
that the laws were chserved, but under the
award the union had the richt to pxosecute,
employers for net fulfilling the conditions of
awards. To-dar even that protection is
taken away from the workers. The only
rights ther have are those which they can
demand if they are strong enough to do so;
and, of course, that i dopmdcn& on the
lar«rr\ question ‘of supply and demand. An
industrial union is formed by a body of
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workers for the purpose of their own protec-
tion and in order that each worker may get
a fair deal, and to prevent any exploitation
whether in the matter of hours, wages, or
working conditvions. The object is to regu-
late all matters pertaining to work in indus-
try. Briefly, the object may be expressed in
this way—overcoming the difficulties of
labour. Of these disabilities the chief is
that, owing to lack of a recserve fund, the
labourer caanot stznd out for his price as
all other sellers can do. The labourer must
scll to-day; the employer may not buy till
to-morrvow, It is not a question of the
margin of profits to the worker; it is a
question of his life, Uniens are formed to
protect the workers both in their employ-
ment and in a-sisting them to obtain a liveli-
hood. The policy of the unions is to make
the employers deal with them collectively;
but the attitude of the employers is to deal
with the workers individually, =o that they
can dictate terms and take advantuge of
the law of supply and demand, quite regard-
less of whether the terms are good or bad.

I intend to deal now with the question of
Government policy, which is to assist the
employers in ‘their endeavonur to break down
the staudard of living of the workers.

The motion coxplai the cffeet of that
policy.  Pcople are being underfed and
under-nourished. In Townsville at the

present  time  the  conditions of  the

workers arc the worst they have ever
been during my twenty years’ association
with that city. It is sad to think that men

who have been in constant employment for
twenty years or longer—good, honest workers
—are unabie now to get employment. Of
course, usder the Government unemploy-
ment relief scheme, they may get from £1
2s. 6d. to £1 10s. per week, according to
the size of the family; but, when you look
at these men and note the condition they
are in, you can realise that the position of
their famnilies must indecd be acute. Some
of these men told me they were so weak,
owing to under-nourishment, that they werc
uaable to continue for the full day’s work
and had to case up on the job. By the time
they pay rent out of the few shillings now
pald to them. there is not sufficicnt money
left to enable proper nourishment to be
given to their families. 8o serious has been
the Govermment’s policy that many women
with babies arc under-nourished, and as a
consequence these babies are not properly
fed. That is a wvery sericus position, and
the Government do not scem to be doing
enough for these pcople. 'We have no objec-
tion to the worker doing work in return for
rations; but we contend that he should be
given sufficient work to enable him to get
more than the ration scale, particularly as
men who ure working eat more than men
who ave idle, and further, that men engaged
on relief work are in many cases obliged to
live away from home; so that they are
compelled to keep two homes going. That
means, of course. that a great deal of the
ration allowance is used up. The men who are
working on Harvey Range arve away from
Townsville, and they have to keep themselves
there. The work on these relief jobs is very
hard. A man on this work has to keep him-
self, and he has to keep his wife and family
in Townsville.

When the ILabour Government were in
office, we established a certain number of
baby clinics throughout Queensland. We
placed clinics on wheels, and sent them into
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the back country; but since the present Go-
vernment have been in office they have not
extended the child welfare system beyond
completing the clinic at Warwick which was
under way when the Labour Government left
office. There should be more necessity than
ever for these clinics now that the Govern-
ment have instituted their deflation policy, so
that the women may take their babies to the
clinies and get proper treatment.

Nr. Nimmo: What sympathy have you?
The clinics were built out of borrowed money.

2r. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, DASH : The hon. member talks about
sympathy and about borrowed money ! What
if we did erect these institutions from bor-
rowed money ?—which I say we did not_ do.
They woere ererted from funds ireceived
through the  Golden Casket.”

Mr. Niunmo: That is not so.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DASH: Possibly a small amount of
borrowed moncy was used for this purpose;
but, even if they were wholly erected with
borrowed money, it was money well spent.
It was money spent in the interests of the
people of this State, and for that reason alone
ther should have heen extended. Had Labour
remained in office, wo would have extended
them despite what the hon. member may say
to the contrary.

Mr, N1vo: Rubbish!

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DASH: The hon. member may look
upon the clinies as rubbish. The present
Government have done .nothmig for the
women and children of this State.

Interjections.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
must ask hon. members on my left to obey
my call to order. Interjections are disorderly.

Ay, DASH : The Labour Government had
some regard for the welfare of the people,
and we established baby elinics, and also
domestic science schools. We also extended
them by placing them on rails, so_that they
could go into the back country and give the
people in the back country the same facilities
that the people of the cities enjoyed. The
present Government cannot show one instance
in which they have increased these services.
They left them where they were when they
attained office.

We also established an ophthalmic school
in Brisbane where the children of the West
could be treated. Why have the Govern-
ment not extended these services? They are
humane scrvices, and services the people are
looking for. In spite of this, the Government
talk about the humane legislation they are
placing on the statute-book. They have nob
carried out their promises. They have made
the people suffer more than they ever suffered
before. They have taken away the protec-
tion they had under the laws of the State,
and have given them nothing in return. Af
the present time the factories and shops
inspectors dare not keep the employers up
to the mark. Although awards have been
breached frequently of late, there have not
been many prosecutions. When one con-
siders the amount of wages that were
refunded to workers when Labour was in
power as a result of breaches of awards, it
showed that there were many breaches of
awards, and there are more breaches of
awards to-day than ever.

Mr. Dash.]
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At 4.40 pom.,
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair,

Mr, DASH : We know that thousands of
pounds were due to the workers which the
emplovers refused to pay until actions were
brought in the courts. We know that to-day
that there are employees in the city working
long hours. I can remember the time prior
to the making of awards dealing with store-
wmen, packers, and carters, those employees
were worked to all hours of the night with
no extra pay for overtime, and at a ver
small wage. Since this Government cam2
into office we can see cmployces working
back at night, and they tell us they are not
getting overtime, but that they dars not
speak, as they would be in danger of dis-
missal.  That is fear which is in the
minds of the workers of to-day through
the Goverument not keeping the employers

the

up to cbservance of the awards of the
State. There has been some activi for
iustanca, in conncction with the sale of
light-weight bread in the city. Those are
tho thmgx that should be safeguarded. The

position to-day is that many of the workers
are not able to buy the necessary commo-
dities of life.

Then I wonld .)ung under the netice of
the Government the question of workers’
compensation. Whea the amendment of the
Workers’ Comp nsation Aci was introduced
in 1929, we on this side pointed out the many
workers who were suffering from miners’
phthisis, would not seccure any benefit from
the amondmont of the Ast.  Until quite
recently & number of old men suffering from

the complaint, but who have been out of
the nine for fifteen yea as they have
been able t{o earn their living s night

watchmen, or by working on the wharves,
and now find therselves too bedly afRlicted,
to continue to work, denied the right to
workers’ compensiation uuder zcetion 14 ()
of the Act owing to the amendment passed
by the Govermment in 1928, They are now
denied the right they had before this Govern-
ment came into office.

Again, the Government prom
would Increase the workers’ compensation
payments from £4 5« to the basic wage.
When the amending RBill was brought in in
1629, we moved an amendment to the effect

ised they

that the maximum payment should be
£4 53, por week: but the Govermment
refused to occept the amendment, and the
maximum payment to-day is £3 14s. per
week. I remember the Seoretary for
Labour snd Industry saying, °If it takes
£4 Bu. per week to l\cop a man when he is
well, how much miore does it cost to kee;

him when he meets with an accidont?”

The Government tell us they have increased
the workers’ compenzation uvder the Act.

The SKCRETARY FOR LaABOTR AND INDUSTRY :
That 1s true.

Mr. DASH: If tho hon. eentleman can
tell me that n chenge from £4 5« to £3 14s.
is an 111\1)10\'01‘10ut in 1‘og&1‘d to workers’
compensation, I know nothing  about
arithmetie,

M. NIvMmoO:

Mr. DASH : That is the basic wage to-day.
When the Government went on the hustings,
they led the workers to belicve that a
worker, whether single or married, whether
with dopendants or not, would roceive the
basic wage of £4 5s, They promised the

[Mr., Dash,

That is the bzsic waze.
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workers of Quecnsland at least £4 5s. when
they were injured, but all the Government
give them to-day is £3 14s., and they do
not give that amount if a man is a rationed
worker in the railway service, and only
carns £2 10s. per week. When he is injured,
whether he has a wife and family or not,
the maximum amount of compensation he
is paid is £2 10s. per weck. That is vastly
different even from the basic wage of £3 14
vhich hon, members opposite say they plO-
ised ; and there is even a greater differenco
iween it and the £4 “. which we say
they promised. Why do they not bring in
«u amendment of the Act, and give the
norker the £3 1ds., if they meant the basic
wage to apply? I have taken up with
tl:e Insurance Commissioner cases in which
men had been Wotkirg for £2 10s., £2 15s.,
and £3 per week when they were injured,
because they happened to be rvationed
workers that week; and I am told that that
is the only componsation they can receive,
notwithstanding the policy hon. members
opposite enunciated before the election.

I reiterate my statement that, when hon,
members opposite came into office, the
workers were the best off in Australm, their
wages were the highest, their hours were
the shortest, and their conditions were the

best: whereas to-day their wages are the
smallest, their hours are the longest, and

their conditions are being taken away from
thern.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
waymen arc better
else in Australia.

My, DASH : The hon, gentleman will have
an opportunity after I huve spoken of prov-
ing that what I say is not true.

The SecreTaRy FOR RamLways: You are
teliing the truth.

Mr. DASH: The hon. gentleman knows
that, if a railway servant is receiving only
£2 10» or £3 a week when he is m]mcd
that is the total amount of compensation
he can get, If he consults the Insurance
Comumissioner, he will find that I am telling
the truth. T do not speak without being
sure of my facts, and I am not in the habic
of making rash statcments.

Mr., BRASSINGTON (Balonne) [4.48]: I
want to take this opportunity of having a
foew minutes with the Premier on the ques-
tion of the suspension of the station hands’
award. Hver since this session bezan I have
cndeavourad to secure certain 1nf01matxon
from the hon. gentleman, but on each occasion
I have failed. The Premier has side-stepped
the issue by giving answers not relevant to
the })a‘n’rs I raised, and this is my oppor-
tunity of placing the matter before “the hon.
gentleman again in the hope of securing a
satisfactory answer. The position in the
West to-day is extremely bad owing to the
suspension of the station hands’ award. No
matter what the Premier or his supporters
may argue, the fact stands out that the
West is %u{formw most acutely because wages
have beon quthrmtmlly reduced and the pur-
chasing power of the workers has conse-
quently fallen. This, in turn, has resulted
in business depression and the conscquent
mcrease in uncmp)oyment In evading the
many questions I have asked, the Premier
apparently attempts to Justxfy the policy of
the Government. I would like him to
attempt to justify the examples that I prc-
pose to place before the House.

The rail-
paid here than anywhere

not
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The first case is that of a man engaged
to undertake ringbarking at 3s. per day,
who is compelled to walk 5 miles to his
place of cmployment and 5 miles back. In
the next place, a very generous employer
in tho- Surat district has taken the oppor-
tunity io expleit the poliecy of the Govern-
ment by offering a number of men a wage
of £1 per week, out of which they would
have to find their own rations, and through-
out the Cunnamulla district the average
wage doos not exceed £1 10s. per week.
How would the Premicr and the Sceretary
for Labour and Industry 1 as station
“hands, to be placed in the position of having
to support a wife and family on the miser-
able pittance now being offered as a resuls
of the policy of this Government?

The SEcrRTTiRY FOR RAlLwavs: s that £1
10s. per week and keep?

Me. BRASRINGTON: And keep, Tow
can a man support a wife and family on the
miserable sum of £1 10s. per week? Tho
hoxz, member for Warrego pointed out yester-
day that the nr;oo of bread in a certain
western town wes 8d. per loaf.

The brcvmmv FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
That is included in their keep.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. gentle
man apparently is too donsc to appreciate
a reasonable arﬂLment Hov\‘ can & man
support a wife a 1d fa in many cases a

srge family—on a \\awo of £1 or £1 10s.
per week when the price of bread iz &d
per loaf and the priee of other commoditics
propertionately high?

The SECRETARY ¥OR LABOUR AND IXDUSTRY :
Bread is ineluded in their keep.

Mr. SrorrorD: It is oanly the man who
gets the keep, and not his family, who must
reside in the town

Mr., BRASBINGTION: The policy of the
Goveriznent is one that is altogether unfair
to the we tem portion of the State. It is
a disgrace and ouirage to sk any working
man o s’wpou a family on a mizerable pit-

tance of £1 or £1 10s. per vweok. I asked the
Premier U‘:L afternoon ‘ro justify lu;, poliey
b‘y going out into the \‘ to moeet the

western poc;)lo on this issuc and to zscertain

thcir opinious,

i If he iy pup“;on tn do that,
then I can

guarantee h moa voer recep-

tion. Ilo will scon realize that his
ily  met  very  popul in
(Quecnsland.
My, Jaarsox: It is move popular than
the policy that you support.

Mr., BRASSINGTON : 1 would inform the

hon. moember for T@m\*‘or that it would be
difficult 1o know what policy he suppor
e got into this Chamber upon a promi

to zupport & certain palicy, but immediately
upon. his arrival here he dumgped that nclicy
and swore allegiance to the party now in
contro]l of the Treasury beunches. Ta other
words, he cxploited the formers of his dis-
trict to ect into this House, and then sold
themn and their interests.

T listened the other night to the Premier
side ~Lo*)pn1t the qvoﬁtmn of the suse oo ion
of the sintion hands’ award. He said that
during the o.ochon campaign he and his
«apporters stated as part of their policy
that, if they were returned to power, the
would suspend the rural workers’ award.
The hon. gentleman endeavoured to lead us
to - believe tlnt his statemuent on that occa-
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if his
the station
would also be suspended. Let
me follow that statement to its logical con-
clusien.  If it is right to suspend thc station
hands’ award on the ground that it applies
to a rural industry, then I sheuld like the
Premicr to make a definite declaration of
icy thiz afternoon as to whether it is the
intention of the Government in the near
mturv to complete the promise made to the

sion. could be taken to mean that,
party were returned to power,
hands® award

people by suspending ‘rho award relating to
the shesring iwhx;*rv also. I view this state-
ment of Premier with some alarm.

The PRNHFR You are twisting what I
said.

2Mr. BRASSINGTON: I am not endeav-

ouring to twist the position at all. I am
merely taking the statement made by the
hon. gentleman the other night, and, on the
basis of that statement, I ask him to make
some definite declaration of policy in so far
as the award in the shearing industry is
coneorned.  The statement of the Premier
will give rise to fear and apprehension in
the minds of Western people. This policy
of exploitation of the workers by the Go-
\mumcn‘r is causing Western people to
vonder when the noxt reduction in wages
and lowering of conditions will take place,
and whoether tho shearing industry award
will also be suspended .

The Premier: What side did you support
in the reevnt shecarers’ strike?

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Tt is a well-known
fact that the Nationalist-Country Party have
atb a]l times a number of paid agents among
the workers creating dissension for the pur-
pese of injuring the Labour Party.

The PrEyzER: Which side did you take?

The Srerrzary ro2 LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Were vou in favour of the shearers’ strike?

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I would ask hon.
members opposite how much did the United
Girazicrs’ Association pay them and their
oroamisation for their action in suspending
the station hands’ award, and the very hand-
in the cxztension of

sOme ru\l tanen given
pastoral leases?
The SETARY FOR [ABOUR AND INDUSTRY @

Whish side of the strike did you take up?

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Might I ask hon.
members opposite a very pertinent question
in that connection?

Mr. XWILL:  NO;
question !

Mr. BR;‘;SSII\'GTON: I would ask the
hon. mmhb(" r Toowong, sering there are
differences in hh party, whether he supports
the Premier or the Secretary for Labour and
Industry.

Mr. MAXWELL:
this party.

Mr. Kerr: You answer our question.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BRASSINGTON: DMy, Speaker, I
would ask your protection from the interjec-
tions of hon. members opposite.

Mr. MAXWELL: Why don’t you answer the
queftion"

BRASSINGTON : I will not be baited
by hon members opp()slto on any bogy.
I was procecding to say that there is an
uneasy feeling in the minds of Western

Mr. Brassington.]

that

¥ou answer

There is no difference in
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workers, who are wondering as to the reason
for the great generosity on the part of hon.
members opposite in conceding valuable con-
cessions to pastoral lessees? They are asking
the reason for those concessions.

Mr. MaxwsLL: Did they ask it while you
were in power?

Mr. BRASSINGTON: They are asking
the question in this particular instance.
Recently I asked the Premier a question
on this subject, and mentioned that one
pastoral company deriving benefit from this
concession had shown a profit of £644,796
over a limited period of seven yecars. Was
there any justification for the extension of
leases of that company?

The PrEvirr: I had to treat all alike:

Mr, KEeuso: Didn't you run up a hollow
log during the shearers’ strike?

Mr. SroprorD: You ran up a hollow log
a few minutes agoe when a division was
taken for the abolition of the bar in Parlia-
ment House.

Mr. BRASSINGTOXN: The hon. member
for Wundah has made one of his usual stupid
interjections. I want to ask tho hon. member
for Nuncdah where he was during the muniei-
pal election? Why was the hon. member
not supporting the official Nationalist candi-
date? No—the hor. member ran up a hollow
log.

g

Mr. MaxwerL: Where were vou during the
shearers’ strike?

Mr. BRASSINGTON : In introducing his
wool relief scheme, the Premier stated that.
owing to the financial losses of pastoral
lessees, there was a justification for extend-
ing the period of their leases. Where a com-
pany has made a profit of £644,796 in seven
years, wherc is the justification for extend-
ing the leases? I might romind the Premier
that the majority of the properties owned
by the Anstralian Pastoral Company are situ-
ated within the St. George District,

The Previer: I was referring to the fact
of their investmenis.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The bulk of the
investments of that company are in the
pastoral industry, and the bulk of their pro-
perties are in the St. George District.

The SECKETARY FOR LABOUR AxD INDUSTRY :
What is wrong with them?

Mr. BRABSSINGTON: Nothing, except
that they paid the Government to give away
valuable coucessions, which the Government
did—lock, stock, and barrel.

Mr. Maxwiin: Of course your Government
did not gi y auything!

Mr. DRASSINGTON: We stood by the
policy of the Australian Labour Party. The
Premicer made a nasty insinuation when I
was speaking before in connection with an
alleged action of the previous Labour Ad-
ministration. I have gone to the trouble of
investigating the statement made by the
Premier. I find it was similar to a statement
he made during the Balonne by-election.

The Pruvr: What statement is that?
BRASSINGTON: The hon. gentle-
man knows to what I refer—the question of
Charlotte Plains, The hon. gentleman mis-
represented and twisted that issue.

The PrEmMIER: I did not. The statement
I made was_perfectly definite, and I gave
certain people the opportunity to bring an
action if they wanted to do so.

[Mr. Brassington.

£

Mr.
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Mr. BRASSINGTON: No matter what
the hon. member for Enoggera or the hon.
member for Rosewood may have said during
the Dalonne by-election, there was nothing
done along the lines they suggested. They
may twist and miisrepresent the matter as
much as they like, but they can never harm
the Labour Darty on that point.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Why didn't
your party cut up that preperty?

Mr. PRASSINGTON: I am getting on
with my argument. The Scottish Investment
Company, which has made large profits in
recent years, has secured an extension of lease
of Fernlee in my district and Nive Downs
in the Augathella district. T listened to a
statement of the Premier when he referred
to a speech made Ly me on the last oceasion
I spoke in this Assembly, on the question
of tho clzss of land that would be resumed
under this scheme. I ask the Premier to
see that when the question of resumption
comes up in conncetion with Nive Downs
holding, in fairness to the people of that
locality, the (Government will sea that they
are not put into the position of accepting the
sumpiion of many thowsands of acres of
iless country on the eastern side of the
e River, T ask the Premier to remembar
that: and, if he docs give cffect to his policy.
to give the very best of the land coming up
for rssumpiion to the Western people to
enable them to sottle on that land. I shall
conclude my remarks by inviting the Pre-
mier to go out into Western Queensland and
justify the policy that the Government have
pursued so far as it concerns the West. If
the hon. gentleman would condescend to
recngiize the Western people and meet soiae
of the Weatern members in a debate, 1 can
assure him that, when he leaves the West,
he will certainly understand the Western
idea of his policy, and he will know that
the neople there will have nothing to do with
him cr his party in the future.

Mr. Ciavrox: What policy do you sup-
port?
Mr. BRASSINGTON: I support the

policy of the Australian Labour Party, which
stands for arbitration. Hon., members opps-
site are not game to get upon the public
platform in this city or in any part of the
State and justify their policy. If the Secre-
tary for Labour and Indusiry had been
present at the Town Hall the other night, he
would know that every time his name was
mentioned it was grected by a storm of
hoots. Ilon. members opposite know what
they would receive from the people, and
they have not the courage to mect the
people.  But here in this House, by sneers,
they accuse other people of lacking the cour-
age which they themselves do not possess.
Again I express the hope that the Premier
will come out to the West. If he does he
will come back very quickly knowing that
the people there will have nothing to do
with him or his party.

Mr. HYNES (Townseille) [5.7]: I rise to
support the resolution. There is no gain-
saying the fact that, in the lutercsts of the
people of Queensland, attention should be
called to some of the acts of the Govern-
ment both through legislation and through
administration during the last two years.
The motion sets out that they have renounced
their election pledges. The other day, from
the front hench in this House, we had
rospoasible Ministers of the Crown admitting
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that they had been obliged to go back on’
their election pledges.

Mr. KeLso: The Premier said so.
is wrong with that?

Mr. HYNES: I am quite satisfied that
the people of Queensland are beginning to
understand that the objective of the present
Government is to get back to coolie con-
ditions—back to the old 8s. a day standard
of living. We have the Premier as late as
last evening, when another measure was
being discussed, making the statement that
the salvation of this State and of Australia
generally depends upon our ability to com-
pete in the world’s markets with our pro-
ducts. That means, of course, that we shall
have to bring our industrialists down to the
same standard of living as obtains in India,
Japan, and other retrograde countries.

The PremiEr: How can you export at a
loss?

Mr. HYNES: We had been exporting up
to the time we left office, and were able to
maintain those living standards.

What

Mr. KeLso: On borrowed money.

Mr. HYNES: If the Premier is prepared
to say at the next election that he favours
bringing about ccolie standards for the great
mass of the working class in this country,
then I do not think he will win even his own
seat.

The PreMIER : 1 have never advocated any
such standard.

Mr. HYNES: The hon. gentleman made
that statement last night.

The PreEwier: I did not.

Mr. HYWNES: On looking round we have
evidence that the hon. gentleman is endca-
vouring to give effect to that policy. We
have 25000 industrialists to-day who are
working for the same effective wage as
the werkers in India and Japan are getting.

The Previcr: How are you going to
export at a loss year after year?

Mr. HYNES: We demonstrated duri.ng
the fourteen years of Labour Administration
in Quecnsland that we were able to export
our surpius products and to maintain a high
standard of conditions for the workers. The
conditions of the working-class in Qucens-
land to-day are almost as bad as they are
in the retrograde countries of the world.
Take the case of the man with a family
who is now working on intcrmittent relief
work, for instance; while Labour was in
rower, that man was employed at least at
the basic wage, or at a wage fixed by an
independent tribunal on the basis of what
it would take to keep a family of five in
something like decent comfort.” Those are
the facts which cmerge from the present
itustion. There are 25000 men, who were

Iv cmployed at least on the basic wage
during the Labour regime, who to-day arve
working on the intermittent relicf scheme,
and that nuwmber is being constantly added
to. The people of Queensland—oeven the busi-
ness people, as the motion points out—are
sick of the present Administration. They
are looking forward to the opportunity nexi
sear of putting the Government out and
giving Labour » chance to govern again in
the interests of the country.

The Preaier @ What about the by-elections?

[20 Avcust.]

Government Indusirial Policy, 418

Mr. HYNES: The hon. member knows
full well where he had a set-back from the
electors.,

The PREMIER: Where?

Mr. HYNES: Take the Fassifern seat,
where the candidate with the endorsement
of the present Government failed miser-
ably, and an Indcpendent candidate in the
person of Mr, Wienholt was successful in
that contest. Is not that an indication?

The Prumter: We did not miss at Mary-
borough.

An  OppositioN MEMBER:
Cairns?

Mr. HYNES: The Government made cer-
tain promises in Maryborough that they have
not carried out, and there is not the remotest
possibility of their winning the Maryborough
seat the next time. The hon. member for
Maryborough will admit that.

Mr. Brackiry: Wait and see!

Mr. HYNES: The desire of the people
of Queensland is to get a chance of undoing
the great mistake they made in 1929. In
crder to hold office the Government are look-
ing round for somcthing to assist them to
do it. They talked about extending the life
of Parliament for a further two years; bus
cven the decent Nationalists in the State
would not tolerate such a reactionary and
pernicious  proposal, so the Government
abandoncd it. Some of the geniuses behind
their political party organisation have come
forward now with a proposal to reduce
the number of scats to sixty-two. I notice
that the mouthpicce of the (Government, the
‘“ Courier,” has stated that, as the Labour
seats have the smallest number of electors
on the rolls, they, of course, have to go
They are going to sacrifice ten of the present
Labour seats in order to hold on to office.
The Premier makes the bold statement that
Lo is doing this in the interests of cconomy.
I have worked the position out, and find
that, by the climination of ten seats, they
are going to save five farthings per annum
per head of the population in Queensland.
It is_a cowardly way to hold office by re-
distributing the boundavies of eclectorates
and cutting out the ten seats, which wwill
no doubs make it rather difficult for Labour
to win. But I am satisfied that the people
are so fed up that it does not matter how
the electorates are gerrymandered, hon. mem-
bers opposite will be defeated when the
people have an opportunity of passing jude-
ment on what they have done during the
last two years. It iz e“cn necessary for
the present Governmens to pass a measure
dealing with the sale of murgarine—that is
to sax, the standard of living is so bad—
hon. members opposite have reduced it to
the level of poorer countries of the world—
that the people arc unable to purchase
butter.
© Another point T wish to make is thas
overybody seems to be getting some relief
in respect of interest pavments except those
who need it most. The Commonwealth
Government have reduced the rate of interest
on war service homes by something like 1 per
cent.

The BECRETSRY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
No.

AMr, ITYNES: By somecthing, anyhow.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
They have not.

about

What

Mr. Hynes.]
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My. HYNES: They
held out to the people
dwellings or workers’
thing will be done here. When the contracts
were cntered into for the purchase of
workers” dwellings and workers’ homes, most
of the tenant: were getting at least the basic

have. No hope is
who have workers’
hiomes that such a

wage of £4 5s. and in some cases their
children were getting that wags also. Now
the bzsic wage has been reduced, and in

many cases the children who ave HVinw with
their parents find themselves out of “work.
It would be only just if something were done
to reduce the burdsn on the tenant so that
he might heve & chance of making ends
meet. A reduction of even a half per cent.
would help., W hv not make it? flon. memn-
bers op‘)osﬂo have been giving a lot of
things away to their friends, V\7hy not give
the workers a rake-off as well?

I would like to refer again to the very
harsh treatment meted out to single men
who are out of work. They are obliged to
walk about the country in order to qualify
for bs. worth of tucker per weck. They are
hunted from pillar to pest by the police.
That is the position obtaining in the North
and in other ¢lceterates also. The Premier
justified the position by explaining that in
several districts therc was more likelihood of
these young men sceuring work if thew pre-
qented themsclves u@rsonahv at the gates of
the farmers or selectors. In North {gucem—
land there are often 100 miles botwoon two
townships., What is the usc ng on
such a policy as that? When 1‘”0»71" require
employeces thers, they send to the centres of
population for L‘xﬂ 1.

The Socuzrary 7OR LABOUR 4ND IXDUSTRY :

wvornment’s policy.

When we woere
v working.
0T my own

3 1ilvay

It vas your o

Y ;
I can wuo the
clectors who wer

workshops at Towl ho were put
off by the pressut Administration.  These
cascs have come under my own personal

I also Lknow that the police have
informed that ther will be paid two-
for

notice
been

pence every name thov ronmvcd
from the ¢l iorolls. : was
ever done when the Labour Goveroment were
in power.

The SECRETARY FOR LAMOUR AND IXDUSTRY:
The Labour Government paid one¢ penny per
name.

DYNES: We paid nothing.

Srorrornd ¢ We paid to have them put

Ir, IIVNES: The prosent Government
are paying the police at the rate of six for
v shilling to have names removed.

The 8 TARY FOR L
We arc also pay

OTR AND INDUSIRY:
ng to have them put on.

Mr. HYNES: Although my committee has
en rather encrgetic and active in Towns’

ville and has placed
Towngville roll sinee its
find that the orgauisation supporting hon.
members opposite has been move active
because of the pluntiful amount of cash avail-
able from the wenlihy squatters and other
organisaticns, and kave taken 500 names
from the roll.

Mr., Kerso: Theat is another lie.

Mr. HYNES: It is not.

Mr. KrLso: Lr is a le.

[Mr. Hynes.

450 names on the
last publication, 1
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Mr hY’\TIm

You are a contemptible liar
if you say it is.

That is a superlative, and

vou cannot heat that. {(Laughter.) This is
going oa all over the State. Although my

comittec placed 450 names on the roll since
its issue in Deceriber last, there are still
fifty nzmes less because tnc oppq ing organi-
satron haz removed 500 names

The Government first propostd to extend
the life of Parliament, but their own people
{urned down that preposal. Now they pro-
to climinate ten Labour seats by a redis-
tribution of the electoral boundaries to
cnable them to hold on to office, They have
alio amended the electoral law t{o prevent
the migratory se "aonal worker from exercis-
ing the frauchise. It is most difficult at the
prosent time for the migratory worker func-
tioning in the big pasioral industry and the
sugar Sndustrs to retain his name on the roll,
and, in #ddition, the police are paid at the rate
of six for a shilling to remove names from the
roll.  These are some of the ('ontcmpt"ble
things to which the Government have stooped
in order to retain office. It is only right
that we should seize upon this opportun;ty
to ventilate these real and tangible griev-
auens in thin House. T feel sure that “vhen
the Government summon up sumczerlt cour-
are to face their masters—the electors—they
will be LOld in no uncertain way that they
have made a hash of the job of administer-

the affairs of State, and will be

the Biste,
ed from ()m('\ noinlth tduom the )‘edls'

¥ LABOUR AND
& Sandgate)
! doubt that

e nm\(‘d with a view to
{ Quite a
m\n made merely
The hon. rner‘“bcr
57 }cc.d(‘k‘ of

ganda.

1= accasion. there has
\ ibe policr pursurd by
rrient. The hon. member
ed that under the Labour
ont these men were in employment;
forgotion that my pre-
o admittsd on the eve of the
vwhich Tie was rlofc(ued that the
memploved was in the region of
remark iz cor 1t\mr‘d in an
cinent published on the eve of
s and I have here the report from
fignres were taken. I do not

o fact that the o dtion is critical:

onv thet there has been any change
of pf)n v in that conncetion, except to afford
moz2 i beral treatment to such men than they

veccived under the late Government.

o

Cove
but anp
deecesior 1
eloction a

The hon. member for Balonne cut the most
sorry spectacle this afternoon that I have
ever scen in thiz Chamber. When tackled
on a certain question, he edged from point
to point, and hqs not vet said which side
of the shoa‘. ors’ strike he supported. He
has not said whether he supported Senator
Rac, w ho came from New South Wales into
this State, pnt Queenslanders out of worl,
and ])eumt‘m d New South Wales workers $o
take their place. Neither bas he said why
the late Government, of which he was a
supporter, withdrew the resumption notice
respecting Charlotte Plains, I am perfectly
sure that the policy laid down by the Pre-
mier to assist the pastoral industry, the
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failure of which would be fatal to Qucens-
land, is a sound one. Any man with a
knowledge of the industry knows that it
could not carry on with wool realising 8d.
per 1b. if it were not for the assistance
received from the adverse rate of exchange.
Hon. members opposite talk about giving
concessions to our friends, but I would remind
them that people in glass houses should not
throw stoncs, otherwise they might hear
more of what happened in regard to Char-
lotte Plains.

Mr. Porrock: I challenge you to state
what happened in regard to Charlotte Plains.

The SECRETARY FOR LARBOUR AND
INDUSTRY : If hon. members opposite are
going to talk and make charges like that
fmamat the Government, then we want to
know w hy their Government issued a resump-
tion notice in respect of Charlotte Plains
and then withdrew it,

Mr. PorLock: I challenge you to state
the reason.

Mr. SPEAKXER: Order!

Mr. BRrasSINGTON: You are a liar, and you
know you are.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member to withdraw that statement.

Mr. Brassiseron: After having had the
pleasure of raying it, I do withdraw.

Mr. SPEAKFER: Order!

The secazrany vor PUsLic INSTRUCTION:
Withdraw and apologise.

Mr. Brassiveron: I will
at the samc time I——

Mr. SPEAKER: Older'
the hon, member to apologise
withdraw unveservedly.

Mr. Brassiverox: I withdraw. Mr.
Speaxm I rise to a point of order. The
Secretary for Labour and Industry is mis-
representing the position, and not stating
facts. Te has nggcsted something against
this party. I ask vou to extend the same
protection to wus as you oxtended to the
Ministor, and call upon him to withdraw.

Mr. Porrock: The Minister certainly made
allegations of crookednes; with respect to
Charlotte Plains which we cannot allow to
pass.

Mr. W. Foreax SyitH: We challenge him
to produce any ovidence of crookedness.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I will repeat what I said. I
have no apo]ogxns to make for standing behind
the Premier in the policy of the Gove ernment
in regard to pastoral leazes. Tt is in the
best 1interests of the State that the wool
industry should be protected in this crisis,
otherwise unemployment will increase out
of all proportion. If the Government are
to be charged with any malpractice in giving
extensions of pastoral leases, I would ask
why was Charlotte Plains resumption given
by the last Government and then withdrawn?

Mr. PoLLock: Why?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Probably for the same reason
as the Government are giving extensions of
leases—to encourage the pastoral industry.
(Laughter) But we have not gone so far
as to issuc notices of resumptlon and then
withdraw them.

Mr., Porrock: What was wrong with that?

but

withdraw,

I will call wpon
if he does not

[20 Aucust.]
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The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND

INDUSTRY: I do nct know.

Mr. PorLock: No extension of lease was
given by the late Government to the lessees
of Charlotte Plains, and you know that.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Many empty statements have
been made by hon. members opposite con-
cerning interference by this Government with
the Arbitration Court. The hon. member
for Gregory himself admitted that the posi-
tion of the pastoral industry was very
difficult, and that probably the pastoralists
could not pay the wages prescribed by the
court.

Mr. Porrock: I did not say that.

The SECRETARY FOR LAROUR AND
INDUSTRY: The hon. member said that
the employers had to work for rations; that
they could not afford to pay the award
wages.

Mr. Porrocx: No.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: The hon. member did say
that distinctly. I wrote it down at the
time.

Mr. PoLrock: Don’t misquote what T said.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I want to make the point that
the hon. member for Gregory himself realises
that the pastoral industry is in great diffi-
culties,

Mr. Poriock: Your policy of extending
lzases only helps your friends—uot the people
1 represent,

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
l\.)Lb”i 1Y : The powition of the wool-
prower ha beon broug'ht about by the fall
jn the price of wool. 1f hon. members oppo-
site were on this side of the House, they
could not ralse wages"one farthing. Prob-
ably there would have been greater redue-
tions if we had followed the policy which
they cnunciated. Certainly the rednections
would not have heen so great had the
Commonwealth Government dealt with the
position in the early stages.

Mr. Porrocx
station hands’

Why did you suspend the
award?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: 1 make no anclogy for doing
that becsuse I am coavinced that, if that
action had not been taken, more men would
have been out of work than there are to-day.
(Oppodtion dissent.) Hon. members- oppo-
site know that very well. The hon. member
for Toowong has just handed me figures
which show that from 20th June, 1924 to
30th Junc, 1928, £1,291,618 was pald from
the ununplovment insurance fund, and
£225.000 in respect of outdoor relief. I do
not claim that the posxtxon is satisfactory ;
but what 1 do sirongly object to is that,
in the face of the greatest crisis this countw
has ever seen—a crisis which may become
accentuated—hon. members onpo\,lte are so
flippant that they speak mercly for propa-
gands purposes. In their own hearts not
one of them wants to assume the responsi-
bility of office. They know that immediately
on their accession to office their position
would be most difficult, because a mere
change of Government will not alter the
financial and economic position. Further,
they would have no excuses to make, unless
of course, they made use of the oft- repeated

Hon. H. E. Sizer.]
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phrase that ¢ their predecessors had mis-
managed the position.” I realise that hon.
members opposite are having a delightful

time—they are able to criticise without
responsibility.
Mr, Porrock: What about all those

promises you broke?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: As I have said during
previous debates, many promises we have
kept; some we have not—not because we
did not want to keep them, but because of
stress of economic circumstances. We have
not kept some promises, any more than the
Treasurer of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment kept his promise that he would re-open
the coal mines a week after the Federal
Labour Government were returned to power.

Mr. BriSsSINGTON: Why resurrect that?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: I have no desire to do so,
because I realise it gets us nowhere. The
point is that the motion which was moved
by the hon. member for Gregory is purely
propaganda. I intend to move an amend-
ment which will give an opportunity to the
House to discuss the problem on a bigger
scale. Therefore, I beg to move the follow-
ing amendment:—

“Omit  all
‘ House,’
words—
‘a policy of securing co-operation
amongst citizens of all political
partics to work for the common good

words after the word
and insert in lieu thereof the

presents the best solution of our
acutec national difficulties.””
Mr. Hynes: ““Let’s get together, boys!”

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : That might be an advantage.

Mr. ¥iyyes: With an olive branch in one
hand and an axc in the other, (Opposition
laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : If in a time of national crisis
—a crisis which is fast assuming more serious
proportions, because, whilst the position here
may be less acute than in other States, it
is_bound to be seriously affected by an
adverse position in other States—if in such
a time hon. ma,mbms opposite are prepared
to sit idly by, hoping that they can tickle
the cars of some people, they are making
a most serious mistake, because 1 venture
to say that action will have to be taken, not
only by this Government, but by all Govern-
ments of the Commonwealth, at a not far
distant date to avoid further disaster to the
community. The banks are assisting, but,
after all, they are only using the savings of
the people.

When the Governments of Australia collec-
tively have gone behind £7,000,000 in two
months of this financial year, how long can
the position go on? We are faced with a
national deficit even with the reductions that
have been made. If we continue to go back
£7,000,000 cvery two months, it is obvious
that it cannot be very long before disaster
overtakes us. It is appalling that hon.
members who should be conversant with the
whole situation and the scriousness of Aus-
tralia’s position can act in the way the
Opposition are doing. The Labour Govern-
ment have taxed the people to the limit.
We cannot go on in that way. T ask hon.
members on the other side how they would

[Hon. H. E. Sizer.
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meet the obligation if they were the Govern-
ment. The hon. member for Mundingburra
says, ‘ Give them more money!” I have no
hesitation in saying that at the rate we
are spending the relief fund, we shall be
£250,000 overdrawn at the end of the year.
Where are we going to get that money?
Hon. members opposite do not know. In
the face of that, how can they say * Give
therm more!” The problem of the Queens-
land Government and the problem of all
Govornments is: Ifow can we continue to
give the people as much as we are giving
them? I say definitely that no Government
is trying more earnestly than we are to give
the most we can to the people.

Mr. BrRuUce: VYou have destroyed the
workers’ conditions. You have brought them.
down to 30s. a week.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : That is absurd in the extreme.
If that is so, are the workers’ conditions in
New South Wales any better than they arc
here? Are the workers’ conditions in South
Australia any better than they are here?
Are the workers’ conditions in Victoria any
better than they are here?

Mr. Bruce: They could not be worse,

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND:
INDUSTRY: They are distinctly worse.
We have not got to the stage in the metro-
politan areas of this State when unemploy-
ment rations have increased twenty-five times
in eighteen months. That has happened in
New South Wales, and the Government in
that State are now spending at the rate
of £7,000,000 a year to feed their people.
How long can they go on? Only the other
day my colleague, the Treasurer, had to
agree to the issue of treasury bills to the
extent of £500,000 so that the Government
of New South Wales could pay the bakers
who are delivering bread to the people.
Hon. members opposite can have all the
political kudos they like. I do not want
any political kndos. I would like to get the
people through this problem so that T could
have some peace of mind, and 1 would like
some help.

An Oppostrion MEMBER : You closed Mount
Morgan.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR ANDr
INDUSTRY : How could I close Mount
Morgan when your (Government were 1in
power? Here is a problem I am asking this
House to consider: We are fast gettl.lg into
difficulty.

Mr, BrucE: You are in it.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: No one denics the position.
Because the Commonwealth Government arve
in the samc difficulty, they have taken the
workers from the Arbitration Court. The
Commonwealth Government have given the
Minister powcr to reduce wages, and that
was introduced by Mr. Theodore, who intro-
duced the first Industrial Arbitration Bill
in this House. Why did he do it? Simply
because the Commonwealth Government can-
not carry on.

Tt iz no use merely to theorise, Hon. mem-
bers opnosite can do so if they like: but we
have to get down to practical administration
and do H’m job. As the Leader of the Opposi-
tion rightly said when he was a Mizister, any
Government policy is dictated by the finan-
cial sitnation. Hon. members opposite, when
in office, had rising revenues and ample loan



Government Indu

still there
We, on
falling

funds, and were able to spend;
were large numbers of unemployed.
the other hand, took office with a
revenue and a cshortage of loan funds.
(Opposition interjections.) Are we respon-
sible for the fall in national ircome, for the
fall in the price of : 11\ ev and wool, for the
drop in whent prices

Mr. Bruee:
you took officet

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Thet has all happened since
we took office, unfortunately. My colleague
the Secretary for Railways has almost to
juggle with the situation in crder to improve
matters, as the railw revenue 18 falhn‘,
e\'ery day. The HHouse should pay great

attention to the solving of this momentous
ploblom We must tackle it in a_big way,
and sink minor differenc I think there 18
a very difficult time ahead for the people of
Qucensland and Australia. This Government
will run out of funds in due course—cvery
Government will run cut of funds—and we
shall ham to fall back on the banks, which
are to-day in a worse pwsition than tney have
over been before. We can sce how dangerous
it would be for bauks to get into difficulties.
It would only require once or two of such
actions as have been taken br the Govern-
ment in New South Wales to cause the banks
to collapse. We are using every means in
our power to prevent such a calamity in this
State. 1t appsars to me that to indulge in
empty carping criticism at the present tlme
is exactly like fiddling while Romue was burn-
ing. 1 say without hesitation that to get
Quecensland and Australia through this crisis
much more courageous action will have to

tlas dn: all happened since

be taken. If income coniinues to fall at the

ate it is falliug and unemployment to
increase, with sales fax , increasing costs
and fultdm’ tariff 1mipo :.mop\ it will make
it almnst .,npo ible for pecple to live. We
shall come to ¢ lpl“tx‘ stagnation. (Opposi-
tion int rjections} It is well that we should
realisa the pos n.  No onz knows better
than the Teader of the Opposition how
diffieult it is

Dut, although this state of thi ists,
there is a side; though it 2
prompt a cd action on our pars
to reine The empty criti
of hon. members opposite ar to my
absolutely naus in the face of the facts

of the rituation, wh are nokt new but are
known to ev e‘\boa The Governments of
Australia wve going back at the rate of

£7,000,000 in two months,

not time that we resbisad that we
are pr “‘Ny in a state of national emei-
genc‘ and that tlns commun;tv is in greater
(«ang v of destruction from ecconomic ca
than it was duving the clash of arms?
it not time that we vealised that what
Leld on the fields of battle wo may casily
lose in the insidious cconomic comlutt going
on in iiwes of peace?  The battle now is
rot fought with a blare of trammpets; never-
tl‘olmq7 we are face to face with stern hard
re ¢ ory I who is a man at all
must reslisn the nme difficulty of getiing
the commu ugh the and all

[
is 1t

174

w

<O

5

zctions of community back any
action h a view tho
coutt novn forther disastor ax toring
prosperity  as soon as possible,  This was
done in Great Britsin during the war. All

parties gave of their best for
931—2 p

the common

Avaust.]
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weal; everybody collaborated in ovolving
the best poliey for saving thc nation. They
did not indulge in carpirg criticism—tho

carping criticism of hon.

members opposite,
who know in thelr

hearts that their own

pla could not be carried out. They say,
or would lead us to infer, that where we
have curtailed ther would increase; that
vhere  we taken away they would
give back. knos in their hearts that
ther could do it, and that, if they
should  beco a Government next year
and things move at their sent rate, they
v il i)c in the wnfortunate 1)0:»1tion of reduc-
i : ‘"an ve done, or else
dono~;heg will have to

s sbould combine. The icr

1. not worrying =bout popularity, personal
nt He is indifferent to it

to take a big, broad view, and

save the cornmunity from the disaster
w}nch his befallen the sister State of \'ew
“outh Weules. 1 sm not concerned about
what may happen to me. What T am con-
cerned about 1s earncstly doing my duty, and
sseing that all scctions of the community
suffer as ltile hardship as possible. Hard-

ship th.re must be; but let us make it
as little as pus&w‘c The amendment I have
moved invites the House and the publio
cenerally to realise tho serious position we

are inn; to realise that we are on the verge

of a natioral emergen and that all must
co-operate in carvving out a policy which
will hring us safcly through. Let us have
a tempor tion of party warfare.

I do not appzal only for this Government
or for any Government, whether ILiberal
or Labour. I appezl for all Governments,

)

, who are preparcd to see
v have the courage
T them have all the backing

: man in a responsible
ve no personal objes-
g of us has a duty
¥ Whatever
cuid not
tter
the

a to o nr‘m*.
o tho »}LHlC vxi

v 1dudH sh
There is a b
and, when
even
to action 1

e of ¢ but theve 1s
sush a I the house is on
fire. to take action
jaofore alight; and I

appeal
end. I

future is ah

crsn tr» that
onally “what poliiics
ne—] am not the least
with all the
situation
There 1s
n will have
tion of all
urgrently
cra of pros-

y. comma

i not hope

but stern acti

and the co-oper
comnunity

bout a ne

House to corider sericus
t I have moved.

vggera) [5.61]: T have
i the

i3

15 To-

vﬂrv

e and coergy to
7 the hope of inter
activities of ‘h» Government s
must be very galling fo them to be flo
with their own stick in connectioa with this

matter.  One would think that it was a
erime to inzert pelitical advertisements in

election campaign.

Mr. Herr.]

news

duri

‘paj an
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Wa
been

and has

all know that it is the practice
the practice of political parties over a
pericd of sex to publish political
tisements  in sewspapers at  election
1 do not deny that political advertise-
el during the last elce-
our party; but I can also

time.
menfs wera pub
t1on campalgn

prc»duce adve ey published by the
08 when they were in power, and
publis od bV th(m when they were previously

i1 Oppesition. Those advertiseiments contain
solemn promises which have not been hon-
oured to this day, although conditions were
favourable for their fulfilment. Those
promises were made when the Government
were able to spend up te £3,500,000 annually
from the loan fund, and a considerable sant
from the consolidated revenue. The Labour
Government made many promises which they
have failed to honour, although they were
made many years ago. ThOV promised to
introduce a child endowment schvme in 1925,
at a time when the State was prosperous,
when plenty of loan money was available

and 2 buoyant revenue was being enjoyed
It was then easy to obtain loan funds from
England and America. The Leader of the
Opposition, who, no doubt, has inspired this
motion, had this to say at the time in con-
ncetion with the child endowment scheme—

Leading thinkers of the State of
Queensland have long devoted consider-
able attention to the subject, have watched
with greut interest the operation of
various zchemes instituted in a number
of countries, and arve unanimous that the
time is opportune for the irntroduction
of such a scheme in this bt te. Who is
rash enough to disputec that the time is
ion oveu,hm for the recognition of the
national work })leO med by mothers in
the rearing of their families? It is the
considered opinion of those beost fitted
to judge that the institution of a scheme
such as the one under review will do
much to banizh poverty from the home of
sractically eve ,vorkm in Quecnsland !
What a goal to attain.”

the then Premier, on the
srtly before the elections,

Mr. McCormack,
Tth April, 1526, <h
had this to say—

GorT

Unless the Commonwealth Govern-
ment take immediate steps to iniroduce a
scheme for the whole of Australia, this
Government will fermulate a child endow-
ment scheme for Qaecnhlnnd and proceed
with it without delay.”

Afver the elections the present Leader of the
Opposition, who proceeded to a conference
of Commonwealth and State Ministers in
Melhourne in June, 1827, as a representative
of the Qtleer‘sland Government, said when the
questlon of child endowment was being con-
sidered—
¢ It would be fatal if, at this stage, we
made any mistake as to the manner of

dealing with this important subject,
which 1s little understood throughout the
Commonwealth.  Before any definite

scheme of such a far-reaching nature can
be agrced upon, it is necessary that we
should have more information than we
possess at present. I suggest that the
Commonwealth Government should
appoint a Royal Commission to make a
complete economic investigation of the
whole subject.”

‘Child endowment was a most important
subject, and one which our Government arc

[HMy. Kerr.
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Weights anid I Ieasw es, Fte., Bill.

trvmg to bring about.
extablished the ‘J.lihlpl in the intermitteont
rolief rehome, ]t the Government are returned
to powor at the next clection—which in all
probability they will—they will be the only
Government capable of carryl out such a
scheme. Thkat is one broken election promise
mado by the late (overument; yet members
opposite and supperters of that Government
sro accussing us of breaking promises! It
is difficult to conceive how fathers and
mothers could be deceiv ed by » wuch an election
promise, or how that promise was not given
effeot to sceing that it was made at the
pesk of “this State’s prosperity.

Already they have

The charge of broken promises made by
hon. memb"ra opposite against this Govern-
ment is siinply an attompt to divert attention
from the promises which they themselves did
not fulfil to the electors. In addition to the
prom of child cndowment, Mr. McCor-
mack, in his policy speech delivered on 8th
April, 1926, madc this deﬁnite promise 1n
resprect of pensions to widows and orphans—

“ The scheme will provide a weekly
payment to widows with young dependent
children, and will lay down a more
liberal allowance than that now provided
for children under the care of the State.”

The widows are still waiting for the Labour
Party to do somcthing in that direction.
T.al our remained in power for some years
after 1926, I had widows visiting my office
asking me to direct them to whore they could
collect the pensions they had been promised.
Yet hon. members opposite have the audacity
i advantage of private members’ day
this Government with breaking
The conditions under which the
Government  are qovmnnw the State are

yC dissimilar from those obtaining
=hen the late U')V‘lnﬂl 'nt made those pro-
wnjses,  That fact is likel y to have a big
mfhu: ¢ with public opinion. When the
ilway Depariment Istimates were being’
sod in his Chamber in 1926, Mr. Lar-

the then Secretary for Railways,

promi

appreciate the general tenor of
(\{he Opposition) speeshies, but 1 say
hm cannot get down to (5»01\‘(1&15‘
they do not “understand the differ-
standards of efficicncy
and inefficiency. I will prove that we
have efficiency.”
At 7 p.m.,
In accordance with Scssional Order, the
House proceeded with Government business.

that
erce hetween the

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL

INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (flon, H. E. Sizer, Sandgate):
I beg to move—

«That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to amend ‘ The
Wewhts and Measures Acfs 1924 to
1930, in certain particulars.”

Question put and passed.
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MORTGAGORS RELIEF BILL.
C'OMMITTEE.
(Afr. Roberts, East Toowoomba, in the chair.)
Clause 1—° Short Title "—

Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) [7.2]:
I beg to move the following amendment :—
“0On page 2, lines 15 and 16, omit the
words—
¢ (6.) The provisions
shall not apply to the Crown.
I take the view that the provisions of this
measure should apply to the Crown where
they are appropriate. I realise that the
State Advances Corporation, and particularly
that section of it dealing with housing, is
already provided for, but what I have in
mind are rno1t<rages held by the Public
Curator, the State Insurance Commissioner,
or other authority of a similar character.
The Public Curator lends money on fixed
mortgage in the same way as the Union
Trustee Company or other such company
having control of the investment of trust
funds. The terms and conditions and the
rates of interest chargeable are similar in
respect of both the Public Curator and the
outside companies, and I do not see any
reason why mortgagors to the Union Trustee
Company should have & remedy under this
measure whilst mortgagors to the Public
Curator will not be similarly treated, After
all, the Public Curator’s office must stand
on its merits as a financial institution
engaged in certain business, and I sce no
reason why this measure should not be made
applicable, as I have indicated. I do not
propose to labour the matter, because it is
self-evident that where conditions are similar
they should apply equally as well to Crown
mstmmcntahtxeb as to outside concerns. The
object of this Bill is to give relief under
certain conditions, which are set out. Accord-
ing to the amount of the mortgage the posi-
tion will be controlled either bv the Supreme
Court, or the magistrates court, and Crown
mortmgors should be exactly in the same
position as others.

The PREYMIER (Hon. A, . Moore,
Aubigay) [1.5): I do not feel inclined to
accept the Amcndm“rvi The Public Curator
is not in the same position as private trustce

of this Act
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companies. As a matter of fact, he does not
pay income tax. For another thing, the

Public Curator s a Government official; and
a Government official is not likely to be
harsh on mdlnduﬂs This Bill jis not
brought in for people who are treating their
clients fairly and decently. It is brourrht in
for people who are cndeavouring to take
advantawe of the situation; and ne onc
would imagine for a single moment that
the Public Curator is going to take advan-
tage of any individual. The Public Curator,
1mt the same as the State Advances Cor
poraticn, will treat his clients sympatheti-
cally, and try to help them in every way
he can.  As a matter of fact, I do not think
the Bill will apply to trustee companies
to any extent. I have never heard of a
trustee company being harsh to its clients
or taking advantage of a situation such as
exists to-day. As a rule, such companies
try to help their clients.

Mr. Porrock: I can give you one shocking
oxample.

The PREMIER: I think I know the case
the hon, member is referring to; but after

UST. |
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going into the facts of the case, it did nos
appear to be a shocking example at all.
’I‘he cases that have becn bvourrht before me
of individuals who are taking
of the present position. It 1s
to suggest that an officer of tho
Crown weuld attempt to take down any
individ The Crown instrumentalities wiil
act resvonably towards the publie.

Mr. Pornock: The Public Curator invest:

not fair

trust moneys, and must look after the
interests of his clients.
The PRUMIER: The Public Curator has

tremendous power, which enables him to do
almost anything he likes without going te
the court. He can reduce interest and make
whatever terms and conditions he likes with
his clients. I a2m sure no hon. moember
imagines thot a pubhc servant Is going tu
take advantage of a position such as exists

to-day.
Alr. W, FORGAN BMITH (Mackay)
[7 8] The point involved in the amendment

been overlooked by the Premier. 1 take

the view that this Bill provides for some
form of remedy for a mortgagor; and 1
proposc that the Crown should come within
the scope of the Act where it engages in
undutal\uma similar to those private indi-
viduals engage in. The Premier quite truly
said that public servants are not out to
flecze the public; and the moving of an
amendment of this kind is no reflection on
any officers of the Crown. Rather is it a
plote(tmn to theny. Any department engaged
in this class of busincss should be subject
to the same law and the same conditions
as private undertakings; then there can be
no quesiion of preference.

ertain parts of the Public Curator’s busi-
.8 are set out by statute; and he is given
cevtain powers ar\d authorities that would
natarally not be given to private companies.
I aim not d(am‘g with thit phase of the
jrublic Clurator’s business at all, but with
ase  whereby he s Unpo‘\‘eled to
s on fixed morigage. Ile malces.
advances on fixed mortgage of trust moneys
‘md moneys deposited with him for thav
specific purpose. 1t is his duty to look
after his clients’ interests and sccure good
investments for them, and a public servant
should not be put into the position indi-
vidually of vetusing or granting certain
things. This is a measare whereby a_man
can go to the court, and, on cause being
-hown, derive certain benefits. W hy should
that not apply to the PPublic Curator az well
as to anyone clse?

The Premier talks about matters connected
with an individual. We are not dealing
with the Public Curator as an individual
at all, but with him as a mortgagee; and.
if a inan gives a mortgage to the Public
Curator, and is entitled under the scope of
the Act to the relicf which it gives, he
should not be deprived of that advantage.
In the position staited by the hon. gentle-
man, a man will have to crave from the
Puablic Curator as a boon what the Act gives
other people as a right. The Public Curator
is an entirely fres agent to deal with the
situation as he thinks fit and proper, whereas
a mortgagor to a private individual or
company has a legal remedy to have his
case dealt with in court; and what is wrong
with that? It gives ihe’ mmtgagor the same
rights in a case against the Crown as agains
1nd1v1d1nl: A man ought to have that rlght

My, Sinith.]
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as a citizen. From the Public Curator’s
point of view. it would be more advan-
tageous to him to be brought within the
seope of the law than it would to outsiders.
Why should he be placed in the position

of having to reject or agree, as he tl~1n1
fit? Crantug that he may do the bess
thi nossible under all the circumstances,
culd be in a much stronger posxtloﬂ
mortgazor had the seme rights and
other citizens have under the

easure.

The SECRETARY FOR PU

BLIC IN-
(Hen. R, M. X Logan)
[7.18]: I think that the Leader of the Opnpo-
cition labouring under a maisapprehension,
e desives that d*e words should be omitted
Lecanse he wants the Public Curator to come
within the stope of the Bill as a Crown
instrumentality. The Public Curator Act

; out that the Puklic Curator

: fon sole, and not the Clown,
and he is in the same position as any other
mortgagee contemplated under the provisions
of this Bill. A mortyagor can take action

STRUCTI(

sgainst  the Public  Curator under this
measure.

Mr. Haxvox: The Premier said “Nn.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I do not know that the

Premier quite grasped what was being said
at the time. The Public Curator is not the
Crown; ho is in exactly the same position
as any other person under this Bill; and
the mortgagor who has the Public Curator
as riortgagee, can, if he thinks he is being
unjustly trested, take procecdings under the
Bill in the same way as any other mortgagor.

Mr. HANLON (/thacq) [7.201: Tt appears
to me that we ave starting off p““trv badly
on the Bill. Parliament passes a lot of
meesuros waleh  hon, nmnbrr* a;tf‘i'wnrds
find they do mnot thoroughly und
We find the Premicer assuring the
tion that the Public Curator is not
the scope of the Bill, and that it
necessary for him to come within its s‘no‘w(«

The P'E

I said 1t

Mr. HANLON: The hon. gentleman con-
veyed the impression that he did not believe
that he was. Nobody listening to the hon.
gentleman could be under the impression
that he bowht the Public Curator was
coming under the Bill. I gathered from
what he s:id that the Public Curator and
the State Insurance Commissicner were not,
but immediately afterwards the Deputy
Leader of the Government assures us that
the Public Curator will be withi
of the B The very least that we can
expect is that the Cabinet should understand
a 1Bill which thoy place before Parliament.
The gencral run of members cannot be
expocted to urdevstand legistation if Cabinet
members  contradict themselves, There i3
cortainly a doubt as to whether the Public
Carator and the Insurance Cormunissioner

®: I did not say he would not;

was not npecessai

come Bill, and on reading the Bill
we are mdmr\; to believe that they do not.
The Promiecr should realise that a mort-
gagor vho has given a mortgnge to the

Public Curator =il not be satisfed unless
he has the same right as the man who has

given o mortrage to any private trustee.
e will think that. if he conld come under
the Act. he would gzet a better deal than
the Public Curator gives him. There is

[Mr. Smith.
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no doubt that we had the impression from
the Profmﬂr when the Financial Emergency
Bill was going through, that the Public
Curator was i the same position as any
other trustee, but we now understand that
the position is entirely different.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, ZLogan)
[7.23]: Tor the information of the hon.
member, T would like to read section 9 of

the Public Curator Act—

¢ (1) The Public Curator is hereby con-
stituted a corporation sole under
the name of ¢ The Public Curator
of Queensland,” w 1th perpetual sue-
cession and a seal of office.

Subject to this Act the Public
Curator shall be capable in law of
8 mq and beine sued, and of taking,
puronasmg, holding, and alienating
land of any tenure, and of doing
and suffering all such other acts
and things as bodies corporate may
by law do and suffer.

‘(2) The appointment of the Public
Curator and of his deputies and
their signatures, and the seal of
the Public Curator, shall be judi-
cially noticed.”

Mr. Haxcon: Is your decision binding on
the High Court? {Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I am not going to say that,
but I am quite sure my opinion is right.

Question—"" That the words proposed to be

omitted from clause 1 (Mr. Smith’s

amendment) stand part of the clause ”——

put; and the Committee divided:—

Aves, 30,

Mr. Barnes:, G, P, Mr. Moore
,, DBoyd ,,  Morgan
,,  lLtler » Nimmo
Ve layton ,, Peterson
,, Deacon ,»  Russell, H. M.
,, Duffy ,» Russell, W. A.
,, Dunlop ,,  Bizer
,» Grimstone .y Swayne
,, MU »  Tedman
,, Jamiesen . Walker, I1. I,
W Kelso . Walker, J. I,
., Kerr s Wienhoslt
Dr. Kerwin
Mrs. Longman Tellers:
Mr. Maher ,»  Costello
o Maxwell . Kenny
Nors, 18,
Mr. Barber Mr., O'Keefe
,, Bedford .. Pollock
o 5 Smith
. . Wellington
. Cooper »  Wilson
,, Dash ,,  Winstanley

,,  Hanlon

.» Hanson Tellers @

,, IHynes ,, Foley
., Kirwan . Jones, Al
DAIRS,
AYIE.
Rir. Barnes, W. IL Mr.

,, King -
Resolved in the alfimative.
Clause 1,

as read, agreed to.
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Clause 2—*° Intcprelation—3ortgage ' —
The PREMIER (Ilon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigny) [1.23]: I beg to move the following
amendment ;-
“On page 2, lines 26 and 27, omit the
words—
*such mortgage in every such case
securing a fixed liability ’

and insert in lieu thereof the words—

‘but not including a mortgage pay-
able on demand,” ”’

There was some doubt as to whether a mort-
gage securing a fixed liability was one that
might be paid off at different periods. The
amendment makes it quite clear that the
clause is to spply to practically every mort-
gage except a mortgage payable on demand,
which would really be an ordinary over-
draft.

Mr., W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
[7.25]: I am opposed to the amendment.
This is the definition clause, and it is a very
wide one. It has been taken in its entirety
from the Financial Emergency Act, which
was deliberately devised. At least, the word-
ing of this definition is the same as the defini-
tion of ‘“mortgage’ in that Act. That
definition was made very wide deliberately.
Now the Premier proposes to delete the
words—

‘such morigage in cvery
sccuring a fixed liability.”

Qbviously, by omitting those words the defini-
tion is narrowed considerably in scope, exclud-
ing a number of instrumentalities that
otherwise would be included. While making
it clear that the words the hon. gentleman
proposes to insert are for the purpose of
excluding money held at call placed on mort-
gage, he is not similarly clear in moving his
amendment. By his amendment he not only
does not make it clear that moneys at call
shall not come within the scope of the defini-
tion, but he narrows the ambit of the clause
in other directions.
The Premier: I am widening it.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: Mortgages
payable on demand should be subject to the
same conditions of review that apply in other
cases.

Mr. Kerso: How can they be?

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon.
member is looking at it from the point of
view of a banker. I am looking at it from
the point of view of men carrying on the
industrics of the State, who, through no fault
of their own, are faced with the situation
that, if the banks or financial institutions
call up the advances, they would be driven
off the land or ruined. In sugar and farming
distriets finanecial institutions make advances
ed sscurity. They take the sccurifies
r in the form of the fixed a
To all intents snd purposes it
age in the same sense as other
with th iference, that there
e. If a bank hold-
made an advancs for
then it would be sub-
ject to the provisions of this Bill. That is
not the nsual practice. The usual practice
is {o maks the advance, and the money is
nominally at call, If that class of morigage
is excluded from the ambit of this Bill, then
such relief as the Bill gives will be denied
to many sections of the community, and the
Bill will be abortive in its aim and purpose.
The only justification for the Bill is that it

such case

ng a s
a period of five v

[20 AvausT.]
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deals with the extraordinary situation that
has arisen; and the development which has
arisen is one for which no individual can be
held responsible. Perzons cnter into mori-
gagoes in the best of good faith. Their secur-
ity, according to then existing values, was
good value, and their prospects were good
Through no fault of their own, but through
the lowering of the value of their product,
they are not in & position now to meet their
commitments according to the terms on which
they secured the advances. The Government
and DParliament must consider whether the
law regarding these contracts should be
allowed to take its course or not. If allowed
to take ifs course, then in many cases good
citizens will be thrown off their holdings and
driven into the cities to add to the unem-
ployed . army. Anyone having the best
interosts of the State at heart does not desire
that to happen. As the Premier poiuted out,
in some inatances the mortgagee takes a rea-
sonable view of the situation and cnters into
an arrangeraent with his client which is equit-
able to both parties; but therc arc others
who ars not prepared to enter into such an
arrangement or malke any concession” whatso-
ever. This Bill provides that in the latter case
agistrates Court or the Supreme Court,
ing moved, can vary the terms or con-
s of the morigage with respect to both
interests, and with a view to retaining the
perzon in his business, or on his farm or
grazing selection, as the case may be. By
Limiting the definition clause in the manner
proposed by the Premier a very large pro-
portion of the pcople in this State will not
get the relief to which they are entitled.
T propose to move the following amendment
on the Premier’s amendment—

“ Omit the words in the amendment—
‘but not.” ”
The amendment will then read—

“including  a mortgage payable on
demand.”
Mr. POLLOCK  (Gregory) [1.311: The

amendment proposed by the Leader of the
Opposition gives the Government an oppor-
tunity of showing their sympathy with the
wool industry. We have heard quite a lot in
this Chamber about the Government’s alleged
sympathy with people who are battling in
an endeavour to grow wool with big debts
haneing over their heads. The Bill secks
to mive those who are mortgagors of property
the opportunity to have the rates as between
the lender and themselves adjusted by a
court in accordance with the changed timox
it also gives power to the court to desl with

. fixed mortgage. In order to mal
31 clear and to deal with day-t
s—morfgages that are payable on
i—we propose that in respect of mort-
—tlat iz to say, a morigage
or solector has given over
s propeoty. perhsps to the extent of £12.000
or £13.0°0. and in respeet of which the bank
can calt sepavment on demand, the mezt-
cagosr = have the same vight to go to
the court for reli peet of his interest
rates A% any other the community.
he ohject of the plan, if we can

Heve the Premicr and > Treasurer. was,
in the first place, to secure o reduction u
the intevest charges on industry.  In the
waool industry i wrticular a good deal of

the diffie sed to-dav becausa the
inte the greatest charge that
sclectors have acn.  Those people who

have fed their sheep during the drought and

Ay, Pollock.]
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ind to the tune of £10,000
are in g serious position.  In
the average rate of interest
syabls by a selector on a 20.000-
is in the neighbourhood of
That payment is hang-

who have ¢

ing cover his head for interest alone. If
+hose people can get before the court with

rate adjusted
if the court cous ld"‘lb it & fair

the right 10 have their interes’
and reducoed,
thing—-—

Tha
with interest.

”1‘ POLLOCK :
it deal with interest.

The PREVIER: You cannot, because inferest
was dealt with in another BilL
POLLOCK : It ill becomes the !
~which calls itself the
b;o(’t to such a proposal.
Int:ro?t

Drey

This Bill has nothing is do

We sre trying to

ninke

jeader

Country

was dealt with in

POLLOCK: The point is
r’wmlor seeks to pro\'ide defini
ciguse thet
velief from

I

that the
v in this
these people shall not receive
the rates of intercst they are
virg under n]ortgages,

T]w Porsier: This has nothing to do
vith inferct. That is x\h t 1 am t\"ing to
tell you.

;,L('P(j’:': L rhu am(kmmom m
1

oes thc Premier nmean to L'\l e
at there should be any distine-
2en thr\ intercst rates on mortga ges
and interest rafes on m(‘ltgagos
wviry off of homes?

3
that

ub a Bill dealivg with
) dL:'t'.v been pasied, in accord-
with the financial dgl(emcnf'. This

with principal.
POLLOCK : This doss not cover the
: 23 e

ion which we are now raising.

Fhe Pasvizr: Of course, it does not.

e, POLLOCK : And, as represer

rtain seetion of the people, w
ht to asle that they be covered.

the ri

What

is wrong 1th asking that those p(oplc who
have bomc the bmrlel of a four years
droaght and are in difficulties now—who

arn unable to employ men because of this
mtuoat burden, ard who, cverywhere they
turn, are facod with the p(mt on of having
to mect en interest chsrge which they can

possibly  mect- what is virong with
that they shail be included in the
f a Bill which proposes to give

rehief
mortgagees ?

to people who are in the hands of

Why <hould the
parties object to it?
the first people to
people that the Cow
stands for and prelends to 1cmP
}_’romior oy uot want it to cov
s He maw be, and prokably
(oncmpod with the interosts of the be
L.n.x ith the interests of the primary
lnon.uu and Lis attitude on this measure

Countiy
\"‘77

Party of =il
v should they not be
to ;'rot/},t thos»

N N
. that; but that does not
the that we asre not concerned

¢ the inter i of the banks as agains

of the primars produccis.
; thut these people are entitled to,
wuld veceive, velief; and this i the
nd the place to provide it. If the
Premier can give any reason why these

[Mr. Pollock.
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peeple should not f and why
vrvbody elwe shou it, well and
good; but T belic cannot give that

rewson,

The I rise to a
member in order
sure altogether?
and not with
with intevest

Act.  This

Prevwr: MMy, Roberts,
the hon.
withor n

roint of ot

nensure
Financial

s the
bas nothing to do witl

ber i) in order in discussip Lhc qns\tlon
of interest
The igr: 1t is beyound the order of

il b ;vlf\“mwg =t all to do

leave, 3
with interest,

do not want to get
C re Bill. The definition
;
reads—
O Tforfgaze  mesns  suy

memorandum  of mortgage, inst
or agreement wherehy sceurity for
ment of money is anted over real or

peroital prope rt or any interes t therein,
and includes an agrecment for sale und

purch
wliere
noney
on
ever
lahil

real and peisonal property
ent of the unpaid purchase
i t thercon is secured
; such mortzage in
ccuring  a fixed

o of

[

The Premice propuses to omit the words—

ige in  every such case

fixed lability,”

ion that

“such  morty
sceuring a

the Act shail

and to insert a pro

not spply to a mortgege payable on demand.
We arve seoking to amend his amendment
to that the Act will apply to a mort-
gezo parable on demand. We definitely
sk that an overdeaft—which, after all, is
2 form of mort e—shall ke included. It
may not ke a lixed morigage; but it is @
mortgage on securi and iz payable on

.f we delete the two words
veferred to, ii: ill have the same cffect.
It will mean at these people will have
the right to go fo the eourt, the same as any
other person. I can understand the Premier
trving to Codge the issue, No doubt it is
not a very 1yonuhu' one with the Country
PParty, &lld I can understand the hon. gentle-
man trying to get it ruled out of order. I
am referring to the case of sclectors 1n
Western Queensland, a large proportion of
whom I represent, and a majority of whom
have a good deal of confideace in me. These
people have overdrafts—which I contend are

demand ; and,

ithe =amc as mortgages—amounting in soms
caves to  BIZ00) £14.00 fheh\ cannot
et relief { {1 agreaments, and the

Clovernment no cffort to see that

ther get rell
T‘r Priven: 1 and T will

“hat is not true,

I differ from the Pre-

gxs GOVL‘FIYI!}C‘ﬂt have made
no cffort ur gislation.
The Prrvier: That is quite different—

that is ho out of it.

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. gentleman is
ng to squib out of this. “Thesc peop ple
cannot carry on their industry as selectors,

provide (‘mpuwmen for the hundreds of
men who are walking round the pastoral
districts while the first charge on the moneys

vou get
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they zarn is the payment of over £1,000 a
year interest to the banks or other insti-
tutions which are financing them. We ask
that they be given the same rights as any
other secticn of the commurity covered by
mortyages to ask the court that their rates
est be reduced, if their case warrants

The Preuvien: The Bill does not apply to
that.

'\Tx POLLOCK : The Bill can be made to
apply to it, and the alteration of two words
will make the Bill apply to it. If the

alleged Country I rty will vote for the
amen]tm nt having the words ¢ including =
mOl‘l"\"Q pavable on demand’’ it will be
carried. but the Premicr wants to provide
that it shall not include a mortgage payable
on demand. What is the use of telling me
that we are not talking to the question?

The SecRETARY FOR RATLways: You arve
not.

Mze. POLLOCK: The hon. member may
disagree with us, but he cannot say that

we are sidestenping the question and that
we have not a real case. If he is afraid
to face the thing, he should walk out, as he
did on th(‘ division with refevence to the
closure of the bar. If hon. members opposite
belicve as I do that these people cannob
carry on their industry without scme measure
of relief, if they believe in giving these
peon]o some control over their properties to
provide employment for the hundreds of men
who are walki g about in Western Queens-
land, they will vote for the amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [7.44]: I am sur-
prised #t the attitude of hon. members oppo-
1 If the words whick the Premier sug-
are not put into the Bill, what is

‘m ha}mm to the nru wary producers

who have arrasneed for

They may ’wuo arranged for a

Wt ﬂ“(l b dravn o:ly £50,

<, i snre applies to it,
“e_are not giving you any more
It will s x‘jlx il the opportunity
cse people getting money.

Mr. Powrock: The court must take lnto
conrideration the civecumstances of the case.

My, NIMMG: Hon, members opposite say
they are trying to help people. but they are
really trying to ruin them. The legisiation
put Ihmuf'h this Chamber by hon. members
opposite has had the conirary effeet to what
they intended it {0 have. Their amendment
wounld kill the oppertunity of the Western

men to get avy further advances from the
banks. They are still getting moncy from
the 1 ahle Hx(m to carry on: but,

} : ‘:momz gocs into

T am vather
ite trving to
TiM St

advanses.

Me. "{‘\SQT‘\TGTON (Brlonne) [7.457: 1
oppose the Promier’s amendment, and I pro
pose to support the amendment of the Leade
of the O‘p!“‘ 70‘ for the simple reasszon that
the succc:s of this mensure will ctopmd upon
the amount of yolief it «will give. Unless the
amendiment of nder of the Op])oﬁxton
is acceprmk not give relief to a
Large numbey of grazing solectors throughout
the West who are working on overdr afts.
Within the past few weeks I have receive
ten communications asking whether the mea-

i

the Le

the Bill will
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sure will apply to in the circumstances set
out, and 1 find that it will give relief to
three cases only, the other seven grazing
solectors having to carry on wunder over-
drafts.

A CIOVERNMENT
names

M. BRASSINGTOI\' I do mnot propose
to introduce names into this discussion. I
lonk wupon the Premier as an honourable

Mryrrr: Give us their

oentleman, and I ask him to accept my
@ord,  Nothing can be gained by giving
the names, I p] ad with the Government

to broaden the scope of the measure so that
reneruus relief ean be given to a large num-
ber of persons who are in diffieulties. The
ameudmonn of the Leader of the Opposition

11 clear the air.

T am also desirous of gottlng some infor-
mation from the Premier. He has always
been noted for his courtesy, and for the fact
that he is prgpared to give a reply to a
reazonable question. Although I am sorry to
have to ssy that he sidestepped some of

my questions and gave me absolutely
information. Now I propose to ask the hon.

gentleman another gquestion, and I will ask
hon. members whether my interpretation of
the Bill does not seem sound, esponlalw in
view of the fact that to- night we had the
Premier giving a certain 111terplcla,t10n of
the first clanse and the Deputy Leader of
the Government giving an entirely different
interpretation, If two leading members of
this  Assembly differ in that way, surely
T am justified in seekine zome information
on another matter ! If the Premier’s amend-
ment is acreptad, wili the clause give relief
to a large number of persons, particularly
workers who have contracted to pay various
sums of money in the purchase of articles
nnder the hire-purchase svsiem. TUnder that
system, until the whole of ’rhe purchase
money is paid, the avticles are mercly on
hire. How then can it be said that those
people have given moritgsgcs and that this
RBill will apply to them?

1 shounld like the Premier {o giAve us some
informa(mn on that point. TFurther, a

number of working prople have pm‘(’hasefk

motor cars and other articles on terms;
hut. hecause of the reactionary policy
of the (overnment, including  whole-
aale  woge i they are now
rot in a4 position to meet their pay-
ments.  Motor cars are purchased under

stemn providing for periedical payments
fo retire nromissory notes \wn(\d at the time
of- pm(/l' ] These promissory notes are

votived until
has besn p

¢ whole of the pmdmse money
1. The pmm“»ow nctes appear
to L more in the nature of moner at call
than as constituting fixed mortgage., I
wesld like {0 know whether thee wi il come
within the scape of the m e: and, if not,
whether i is the infention of the Govern-
introdece Iewislation in the near
give protection aud relief to @

our 1t

ORD H; arre /'/\ [7.52]: Tlus Bill
sriginal form so sl 3 e the
Yoal md that oune wone why

ma e mrhtmt any
Ben given.

much to the ques-
wed s but the ques-
'z ]meﬂblo

‘nuf whic
makce almo

1() nVl)l’l
o
ment will

B pmonrp
There are

MT. Bedford.}
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selectors in my electorate who are paying
8 per cent, nn floating lens to the Dbanks.
The Commercial Banking Company of
Sydney is one of the banks; and in three
cases 1t has refused to reduce the rate of
interest. It must be patent to everybody that
the higher the interest rate the greater the
chance of foreclosure; and for that reason
we wish to see these floating liens brought
under the definition of “ mortgage’ in the
Bill. Clause 2 was copicd literally from the
New Zealand Act until the present alteration
was made. The Government have, at the
-expense of the State, reduced interest in cer-
tain casss by giving an extension of lease
to such struggling selectors as the Australian
Pastoral Company, the Scottish Australian
Investment Company, such struggling selec-
tors as the owners of Nive Downs and
Burenda, who have not had bad times for
many years in comparison with the small
selectors working on too small an area, and
are not only up against high interest rates
but against low prices for their products
and against drought. Seeing that the
‘Government have been so kind to the
Australian  Pastoral Company and the
Sceoteish  Australian Investment Company,
one argacs that, in the interests of
the general mass of selectors in this State, at
jcast they should be protecied against fore-
wlosure. It mast be patent to everybody that
considerstion of the intevest rate is certainly
rzognate to the argument. It must also be
patent to everybody that a floating lien with
an interest rate of 8 per cent. is more cer-
tain of foreclosurc than a floating lien with
an interest rate of 6 per cent. It is for that
reascn thut we support the amendment fore-
shadowed by the Leader of the Opposition.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. I. Moore,
Aubigny) [1.54]: 1T am not likely to accept
the amendment, because my amendment was
moved deliberately to exclude the class of
mortgage that it is now proposed by the
Leader of the Opposition to include. The
hon. member for Gregory and other hon.
members opposite have suddenly awakened.
“When the Financial Emergency Bill was
going through they were asleep, and did not
bring forward the arguments they have
advanced to-night. They have discovered
that an election is coming along, and they
believe this is a good opportunity to indulge
in a little propaganda.

. Mr. Pornock: If you could deal with
}ngere% in another Bill, why did yon not do
it ?

The PREMIER:
necassity,

AMr. Beprosn:
fion of * mort
The PRREMIER : No.
My Brpvern ;. You did,

Because thore was 1o

You told me that the defini-
c 7covered an overdraft,

2. Brororn .
The PREIIL

asked you
of “mortgage”
and overdrafts, and vou

ficre is avother
Len. wmember for
said that the Act
n Parliament had

jutrodue
Dbeen

[Mr. Bedford.
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against the banks in respect‘ of interest on
overdrafts.

Mr. BeEpryorD: I said that under the Act
the banks could have their interest fixed
legislatively by proclamation.

The PREMIER: I will read, for the
benefit of hen. members, what happened in
respect to the Victorian Bill as reported in
this morning’s pross—

““The Legislative Council to-night
agreed to an amendment to the Finan-
cial Emergency Bill providing that the
banks be excluded frem the provisions
of the Bill except by resolution of each
House of Parliament. The Bill, as pre-
sented, provided for the inclusion of the
banks in relation to interest reduction.”

That just shows that what the hon. member
said last night was not true.

Mr. BEprorD: It was true when I said it
vesterday, but it was not true this morning,
as the Legistative Ceuncil cut it out last
night,

The PREMIBER: It was not an Act, as
the hon. member stated; it was a Bill. The
banls themselves have agreed to come down
to the rate of interest which was agreed on.

Mr. Peprorp: The Commercial Banking
Company of Sydney has refused to cut dowa
its rate of interest,

The PREMIRR: Because the hon. mem-
ber has got a letter from somebody which
was written three months ago that does not
make the statement it contains a fact.

Mr. Beororp: It was written only the
other day.

The PREMIER: The banks have agreed
to cut down their intcrest rates; and I have
letters from the Commercial Banking Com-
pany of Sydney definitely stating that to be
a . The hon. member iz locking at the
position in an altegether wrong perspective.

Mr. Brprorp: I am locking at the posi-
tion from the point of view of the men
affected.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member for
Warrego wanted to make a speech, why did
he not conclude his speech when he was
neaking a few moments ago?

Mr. Brororp: You are misrepresenting
me.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The PREMIER: I am not misrepresent-
the hon. member. The hon. member
was an altogether wrong idea of the fune-
tions of a bank. A bank is the repository
for propl:’s moner, to be kept carefully and
safelv, wo that they can draw it out when
1: or. if the money ix placed at
od deposit, it i@ the duty of the bank to
lend the Amoney out careiully in order to

o

0]

serve the principal. If that is net so,
there wouid net be any bapks. The hon.
rrember seeins to think that a bank 1s a

«itution, end is at the beck

philanthropic i i ‘
and call of every v, and that the Govern-
ment can g6 to at ar 10 when it

¢
Ho appesrs to make it the
ks beeanse some impecunious

rorp: I am nrot saying that, T
am  only cing that people with floating
liens shouid be protected.

The PREMIER: I have deliberately left
such a provision out in order to help pcoplp
on the land. If the Government made this

WMy, Bup
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<clause applicable to ordinary bank over-
drafts or ordinary mortgages at call, the
very object which the hon. member is seek-
ing would be defeated.

Mr., BEDFORD interjected.

The PREMIER: The hon. member and
sorhe members of his party seem to be
annoyed because the Government helped the
wool industry.

Mr. Beprorp: I am pleased.

The PREMIER: They have attacked the
Government because we have reduced the
rents of grazing farmiers by 25 per cent.,
and made small concessions in the terms of
the leases of pastoral lessecs. We were the
first Government in Australia to rccognise
the burden of interest charges, and we have
done our best to get them down; and,
having douc that, hon. members opposn:L
want us to go further. They say, in effect,
that the Government have not done what
they might have done, and, if they were on
the Treasury benches, they would have donce
better. They were fiftcen years on the
Treasury benches, and they assisted the

pastoral fndustry by inercasing freights 150
per cent., incressing vents on all the proper-
ties that they p blv could, and by cutting

grazing farms in halves. lhon, after Lhey
had got the industry info a mess, they
appointed a Royal Commission to inquire

into the industry and get it out of the mess.
They now attack us for what they did
not do, and suggest what we ought to do.
The very thing we are trying to do is fo
help the pasteral men; but we shall not be
helping him by doing what the hon. member
suggests and thus prevent him from getting
an overdraft fxom his bank. 1 am concerned
about these people gettlnfr ordinary accom-
modation from the banks. ‘

Mr. BEDFORD: That is why you have cut
them out.

The PREMIER : Perfectly true. That is
why T omitted the banks from the operations
of this clause, because it is essential that
these people should get credit. The banks
have completed their agreement in Mel-
bourne, and have arranged to do what was
decided at the Premiers’ Conference, We
have a letter from them saying that a
statement will be made by them in this
connection. They have cven gone further
than they agreed to go. Why should we
bring them in again and doublebank them?
The thing would be absurd. The banks
arc not there to he hit at and shot at. That
may be very good electioneering propa-
ganda; but what we want to do is to help
the individual. That we can do by seceing
that the benks into which the people pus
thetr money are 1f the idea is going
to be that by lative action Covorn-
ments are going to mterfere with the banks,
i govern-

either by taking their moeney for
mentle purpeses  or by ‘r:’.ut‘m ng theiv
business, then all faith will } :

Ly, Potrock: You are talking all round
ihe guestion,

Tho PREMIER: I am not.

P D“("D: V\'o are only asking that

these peopls be wllowed to go to the court.

The PREMIRKE
already made a
be included here?
sniing round the

: After a mortgagee has
reduction, why should he
The banks ave net run-
country selling people up.

2dr. PorLeex : They are

selling people up.

[20 Avcust.]
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The PRIMIER: Even under this Bill

soma people will be sold up. Does the hon.
member who interjects think that in a Bill
like this we should protect the person who
is unsatisfactory—who is probably prepared
to sit down and let a property go to rack
and ruin? Surely the hon. member does
not think that that person should be treated

most considerately !

My, Beovomp: We are only asking that
they be allowed to go to the court.

The PREMIER: I am not afraid of the
large institutions, whose business is con-
<mcwd in good comcwnce and good faith—
whose Liusiness s properly managed in cvery
way. This Bill would never have been
introduced if that type of business only had
to be catered for; but if you are going to
hamper these pmplc in their ordinary over-
draft business——

Mr. Porrocs:
profit for

Don’t touch their 10 per

cent. God’s sake!
The PREMIER: That remark does not
cat very much ice here. The main purpose

15 to re-establish the credit of these people
so that they can borrow sufficient money
to carry on. if you are going to qctack
the tinencial institutions who arc carrying
not only the Government but this country
at the present time—if you are going to
legislate these people out of their contracts
when they are carrying persons to the best
of their ability: in these circumstances you
arc not goi to do the country or the
mdividual a service, Rather are you going
to place people in the position of being
unable 1o get moncey with which to earry on.

Mr. Beprorp:
thought o this

The PREMIER: I have given plenty of
thounght to the matter. I have not tackled
ithe question off my own bat, so to speak
1 have taken advice from all sections of the
community as to how far a measure of this
nature shoulkd go. Hon. members will realise
tbat to introduce legislation which affects
seriouzly the rights of third parties is a
dangevous procedure, and may have far-
reaching consequences, The wish of the Go-
vernment s not to inflict damage, but to
vender assistance. By abusing the banks
we shall not make the position any better.
We want to remedy the position of a section
of the comomunity which is heing hard hit
gnd mar suffer hardship owing to unscrupu-
lous poople wanting to take advantage of
ihe cconomie difficulties,

You have not given much

not safegua\:d them ?

do not con-
y reason, L
1 uOl‘I‘UI’l‘.tlf,x‘

e e

to curtail
credii,
They

of eredit

possibly
presont

coulk not
at the

very well for
to sinile in a mysierious
afraid he has not
o of financial oprra-
othnrt ise he would recog-
main factor in all sections
confidence,

It is all

. momber
wave but I am
much exps

ihe

[S2 NI (‘03‘51]1]\11‘%3 1:)
My, Porrock: T have had a lot of experi.
ence of people Who have had a bitter

oxperience of the banks.

Hon, A. I. Moore.]
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The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
there are people who borrow every penny
they can get, just as the Government which
the lon. “mombor supported did, and who
left a legacy behind them. We do not want
to place these institutions In a position in
which they will have to curtail credit.

Mr., W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) [8.5]:
The Premier has talked all round the subject
without coming to the main point of the
smendment. 1le tried to aive the Committee,
and, through the Commitics, the people
Oumdﬂ the impression that my amendment
is devised in such a way as to undermine
the credit and stability of the financial 1nsti-
tutions. The facts ave 't‘mr this Bill cnables
mortgagors to gob a stay of proccedings
and provent forerlosure ‘or a definite peuod
until 1932. Any advantage that the mensure
gives—and that advantage is very meagre—
is a form of limited moratorinun for debtors
who cunnot pav their wav 511\1 maet their
mmtgavo Liability in the ordinary course of
events. In such circumstances the mortgagor
can go To the court—either a magistrates
court or the Supreme Court—and for w
revision of the terms and conditions of the
mortgage for a period. It is the duty of
the court to take into consideration all the
factma mvolved in the case, and the court
is given supreme authority as to what relief,
if any, shall be granted. "It may dismiss the
case, or it mey vary the terms an- conditions

of the mortgige for a period, but the deci-
sion of the

must he Fkated on tho facts
position. The whele measure is devised to
mortgagee’s security and his

protect the
rights ultimately. There is no provision for
There is no provisicn

a reduction in capital,
for the writing off of interest. There is a
provision, }wmewr whereby interest may be

or mtal mp“)\meni" may be sus-

fundid,

ponded and llltelC t only be payable for a
time.

The Premier has shown great and tender
regard for the banks in this case. He said
a previous Bill dealt with interest and this
Bill does not.  This Bill does deal with
interest to some extent, inasmuch as it can
deal with the funding of interest or the
arreais of interest, and that naturally ‘would
be a factor that would be involved in ’che
ovent of any proposal to foreclose. Unles
there were arrears of interest, the sl’matlon
that gave vise to this Bill w ould not have
arlsen. so  that interest payment n an
e it integral narvt of this Bill. althoush
I admit that the BIll of itself does not give
the court authority to reduce the rate of
interest,  That is done in another measure
under certain types of nmorteages. sore
cases the same niortzazor will have to take
action under two different Acts in order to
get the advantage of both measures. 'The
Premier included in the Financial Emergency
Act a clavse of similar import to this, and
a similar definition excludes this trpe of
mortgage from the interest reduction that
is capable of being made under the Financial
Emergency Act. "“hc hon gontleman has
a tender regard for the banks in that respect.
Any other tvpe of morihuaco will Tie subject
to the onerations of that Act, and reductions
of interest can he granted, but in connestion
with adveness made under the torms and
conditions that he now excludes from the
ambit of this Bill no interest reduction can
be effected by means of the court, and no
stay of proceedings or prevention of fore-
closure can be granted. In both mcasures

[Hon. A. E. Hoore.
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the Premier is showing that tender regard
for those who dictate his policy which is
typical and symptomatic of the general policy
he pursues: He sa “If vou do this sort
of thing., futurc eredit will be killed.” The
people who will come within the ambit of
this RBill are people who have not got credit
at the preseat time. If the Bill 1s to any
extent a success, it will be by enabling people
to gragvv]e with their immediate dlﬁ‘icultleb
co that later on they will be able to meet

iheiv Pabilitics, and only v when they are in
a position to racet their lmblhtlos will they
have onv cvedit, the Premicr seriously
urge that a man who comes within the

limited scope of this Bill will have sufficient
credit to borrow new money?

The Bill does not deal with the cases
mentioned by the hon. member for Oxley,
who would be well advised to read the Bill
hefore rushing to the rescue of his leader.
He spoke of a case in which an overdraft of
£500 is gl"“hd of which £50 hss been
advanced, and he says that under this mea-
surc the mort gagor in qucshon would have
no chance of qettmw any further advance.
That is not the kind of case which is dealt
with in this Bill. This Bill deals with debts
tha’t have already been incurred.

Mr. Nmio: You are absolutely wrong.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: It is only in
connection with a debt contracted as between
mortgagor and mortgagee that the court will
have any jurizdiction. How could it have
jurisdiction unless the debt is subject to a
contract? If it is subject to a contract, that
contract will still stand.

Mr. Nivyo: Not at all
3y, W. FORGAN SMITH: Of course, it
will. Every time this Parliament endeavours

to deal with the financial institutions and
bring fhem into line with the general reduc-
tion of interest or other ﬂcl\'allhrres which
may be given from time to time, the Govern-
ment rush to the rescue of those institutions.
It does not matter to them that men may
be driven off the land. and that farmers may
have foreclosures by ithese institutions. Any
aﬂv;ntawn the debtors may get from a bank
or financial institution has to be ex gratia—
at the sweet will of the bank concerned-—
different methods being adopted to meet

different sets of circumstances. Where the
Cm"\xnment have power to deal with the

worker and the small individual it is done
urbit"aulv with the maximum of h‘lrshne:s,
but in the case of financial institutions the
Goverament oxpect other people to follow
their oxample, and get down on thelr knees
aud ask oom‘ aously for some concession. No
~ood reason has vet been advanced why the
operations cof this mearure, hrm*cd and
incomplets as it is, should rot apply to forms

of mortgace and so give all scctions of the
cenrmurity  sech advantages as may  be
offered.

POLLOCK (Gregory) [8.14]: The Pre-

hius st last admitted that the issue is
v ¢lear. Ile wants to exclude the people
whom we have mentioned from ha\'ing tho
vight to ap; sroach the court. We wish to
lude them. Ohbviously is as comnpetent

for us to do so under this Bill as it is for
him 1o cxclude them with the sapport OF his
majority. The Premier endeavor od to show

that he was excluding those
thousands of pounds behind and unsble to
carry on because he feaved thet, if he
included them and gave them the same right

pcople who are
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to go to the court, their credit would be
very seriously impaired. The credit of the
people of whom I am speaking could not be
impaired, because they have not got any
credit.,  The vast bulk of the selectors in
Weitern Quecnsland——

The SZCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
carricd on.

Are being

My, POLLOCK : They are being enabled
to remain on their sclections—the hon. mem-
ber for D‘Lkbv can th hen. members this
as well as I can—they are getting the samne

045 03 boundar; rider, and the same

ed vations. They are mevely favoured
cmployees of the hanke; and they romain
thers until the banks can get other perzon
to purchaze the properit They are being
treated by the Tanks as bailiff=, Ther arve
going to be sold up in most cases az soon
as the hanks can get buyers: and we are

asking that at least ther be given a chance
to get out of theiv difficultics and become
prosperous sobtlovs again,  Is not the selector
already on the and who has gone through
a drought or a couple of droughts, whn has
been there perhaps fifteen or twenty vears,
a better man than the new chum?  Of course
he is.  If that is the caxe, why should he
not have the right to approach the court?
He has nothing to lose. Ilis eredi’ cannot
be impaired. Why not give him the 1iwh‘
to some considervation in order thui he

have the opportunity of geiting on his facc
again? When one raises a question of this
kind, the Premier says that it is propa-
ganda. I think we have made out an cxeel-
ient case—a case that no party pretending
to stand for the man on the land can argue
agoinst in any way. The Premier hes done
everrthing, even to the extent of try
get vou o w‘v tha propowal out of ord
Mr. Rolests, so that he could dodze d

cussion.
The Py : You are quite wrong. You
are getting away from the question,

Mre. POLLOCK : T have not departed from
the fact that an mm‘dl’aft is & mortgags,
It may be called by another name, but it
is a mortgage, and the interest concernc:
under this Bill.

GovernuexT Mreyzers: No.

Mr. POLLOCE Tf the interest
concorned un\k Bill, what is?

The PrEMiER: Not the isterest, but the
terms on which the money is to be paid.

- Mr. POLLOCK: We are
interest covered, and there is no 1 n why
it should not be covered. We believe that
our case iz a good one, and the Country

is not

frring to gef

pavty should support it

My, N (Oxl: y) [8.19]: The Leader of
the referied te some curlier
vemarks of mine, and said that I did not
undert=and the Bill. I am afraid that the
hon, member has not read his Bill, or doos
not understend it. Tt @ marvelous thing
that men can hold sents in Parliament and

be so devoid of understanding of the actual

effeet of sny measure hefore them. IF the
ar ent OF the Leader of the Opposition
were accents 7t would sim mean that

L

sle would be put out of conrt alin-

gether.  How many men sre up fo thelr
lmit with the bark and the bank is still

carrying them on? If this Bill applied to the
bapk:, would these people be carried on
further? 1If a man has arranged for a limit
of £500 or £1,000 and hc has only got a

{20 Avgust.}
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portion of his advance, the bank is not going
O o

to allow him her advance, for the
simple reason the Bill will tic his

property up. If the amendment moved by
the Leader of the Opposition is carried, it
will have a disastrous cffect upon westorn
peonle and upon the business people in the
city who have arranged for overdrafts. We
must aveid that state of affairs, and seek to
enconrage conlidence »o0 that the peonle who
loan this money will know that it will not be
tied up indefinitely,

Av, HARNLON (71‘/1,' '1\ [8.21): It is amus-
ing to e how L the Premicr can
[)O(’O.u neil any n’lf\de ﬁbout
bhark overdrafts Lﬂn s under this

Bill, No matter how o may listen
to the froubles, ithe worrie e wudfering
of the counn he generally get: heated

=hen anz atiempt is made to interfere with
the privileges of

naity,

the banks of this State.
He handles their case particularly well and
with a good heart hey no doubt that
over SinG hc has b - he has heen
doingy his best to defend thcw in receipt of
fixed-money income fr vy share in
lightening the burdens of the community,

The Preatrr: It looks Nke it when I have
intreduced this Bill.

Me. HANLON
tion has to be
view to conviy

Some sort of demonstra-
ade at election time with a
¢ the peaple that something
is being dene. That is quite in keeping with
the aono}, of the Government. They make
some sort of demoustration to the people
when an electiou is coming on. In every pos-
h‘la cudeavoured to
f any legislation to give
10f to pooplc iu distress, That is my com-
i Every Bill introduced into this Par-
o0t by the Premier in v to agita-
t‘,o*v ot only in this Chanber but from those
mamt" who need assistance has
scope to the fullest possible

exto That happened in councetion with
the ancial ISiiergensy Act and i connec-
tion with legislation giving relief to the
purchiosors of homes, Tiver 'y Bill that the
Premin Imq placed ore this ['arliament

to wive relief to thi cemmunnity has been
]\q t ax narrow as possible in its scope so that
it \nl] bencfit tho Teast v imber possible in
sumity who need relief.  On cvery
tsn Premicr has spieitedly  and
v defended thn rights of the bankers
financial fustituti who o not desire
in the lo from which the com-
as » whole is suffeving. The hon.
gentleman is very fond of pmutmg ont that
the national iscome has bean veduced, and
that we mn all shave in the lows: hut any
atternp? to eall upon )rooplo with fixed-money
claims to Lear their share of the loss brin

the Premier to his fret in a fighting mood.
Tt i« fime that he put ] about half as
mieh it into hi= work for the people
whio ive straits in the couu umtv as
Jre deo dfence of the hauk: and financ
instity in Diis defenee tt the bavking
instifnd! ight the hon. gentleman did
not represont w

is hat has hap-
. Hoovead en senouncement
of to-day.

Do wou

he misrepre-

Mr, HHANLO
The Peeaigr: 1
ansouncament,
Tr. TTANLON:
misreprescuted the pos

read the

hon, gen
- )
1 Cunnot

M9 Hanlon.]
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that he is ignorant of what has happened in
Victoria, Lecause the subject has come up in
thls Chamber on a couple of occasions. I
have asked queatlom on the matter myself.
He qumed from the press to the cffect that
the clause in the Vietorian Financial Agreec-

sent  Bill, pl‘OVIdlng for a reduction of
1ntere~t on the part of the banks, has heen
deleted.

The PREMIER:

Mr. HANLON: That was announced by
the Premier of Victoria a fortnight ago.
He announced that the Government had
agreed to drop that clause because the banks
had agreed to do what the Bill provided in
the first place. We krow that no fish ever
IOu“fhu on angler’s hock as did the banks to
avord gr:nnmw any concession to the people.
The Premier Lkuiows that the Vietorian
Governnient stuck to thmr guns, and XINISI(‘(I
that effvct be given to the agreement arrived
at in Melbourae; and the clause was only
dropped after an agreement had been
arrived at betwsen the Premicr of Victoria
and the hank Air. Hogan caused the
banks to give him an assurance that the
rates of intercst would be reduced by 1 per
cent. all round by 1st Qctober. The Premier
to-night aecuses us of misrepresenting what
happened. He knows what huppened.

Yes.

It ois imp rtant fo remember the attitude
of the Premier of Quecnsland ax vompared
with the attitude of the Premier of Victoria.
The other day I asked him a guestion draw-
ing attention to what happencd in Victoria,
to the relief whieh the banks had been com-
pelled to give to their clients, and asked him
would he cumpel the banks of Quecnsland
to give similar relief to our citize did
not ask him what the banks were prepared
to do. I understood that the Government in
this Chamber were the Government of the
State. The hon. gentleman said that the
banks’ intentions would be made known in
a few days. Who iz governing this State?
My question was, “ What action is the
Government prepared to take?” bui the
hon. gentloman s answer was that the banks
would make known their intentions in_ a
few days. It iz nearly time that the Premier
realised that this siluation needs tackling,
and fackling fairly and honestly. It 1s
nearly time he realised that the spirit of
the Premicers’ Conference, which was to give
g“nerl relief to the citizens of Australia.
should be carried out. It is nearly time that
he fell mto line with the Promier of Victoria
and the Premier of South iustralia, who are
(*ndoa\(mu‘](* te carry out the c]m‘xt of that

N

conferencs.  Ile inust realize that he must
carry cut the spirit of that agrecment,
favlty end all =s 3t wasz: but its one bright
featare was Um goneral relief in interest
burden promixed to the cownnunits, Thes

otting thut
nemver to
that {he
freluded
11 thoee
i

are relief. Tt 35 for

in
fixed me

i demad pound of flu
fry, whether fod s paying or no
i3 what we are Wo want velief o bc
&rl\"l’l to th ed In industry, w
thet 11 connnitnients

to the wall, Som
o seen in preference
. varicus  overdraft
;vs which ave just
any other form

of inteve

[3r.

Haewlon.
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In crder to get a reduction in the over-
draft interest, it was the duty of this Govern-
ment to reduce inicrest on fixed deposits and
overdrafts, The same velief was due to
fixed money claims in the form of rens.
Pcople in this State and in the country are
to-day paying rents based on a value “basis
of 1927 and 1928, when the carning capacity
of property was ‘three or four times what it
is to-day. At the present day our shop-
keepers cannot carn nearly the amount of
revenus that was earned three or four year:
ago; and these people are being forced to
the wall simply because money which should
be remunerating their employees or someons
else is being ground out of them by land-
lords who are sticking to their agreements.
llon members will 1uuember that three or
four years ago no property in the business
section of QuPon street could be obtained
except at a fairly high rent and on a fairly
long lease. Now those people are suffering,
and need relief 2s much as any cother
section.  They need relief far more than the
Australian Pastoral Company.

Mr, N1uxwo: They are getting it
Mr. HANLON : Pos«ibly another Bill deal-

ing with the relief of leases will be intro-
duced.

Mr. Nmwao: Noj
the pelief voluntarily.

My, HANLON

the owwiers arve giving

Some suggestion has been
made that another Bill is to be introduced
to give relief in sowe other direction. Where
are these Bills going to stop? Why not
give all the velicf mquned under one Bill?
\'\'0 now have a Bill giving some relief

“ Bill Smith?” in this direction; another
1)111 to give relief to “Jack Brown’ n

ome other direction: and unother to give
rolicf to somie one clse. It is getting
ridiculous. We are having a new Bill every
week or so to deal with some fresh aspect
of the case as it crops up. This is all one
problem. 1t is a problem of fixed claims
on industry which were agreed to when
industry  was prosperous and could meet
them. To-day, industry cannot meet those
claims: and the Premier is not doing his
duty unless he gives relief to every “eclass
which is opmcaacd by money claims. He
has no hesitation in saying that the worker,

whose wages were fixed in times of pros-
perity, must immediately and without any
argument, or Ly your leave, lose some
share of his income, because, according to
the Premier, industry will not stand the
rates of pay which were fixed when times
Y good.,  Tlere 1s NG more eause for

in  industry
ts for len
Of course,

uweing wages  of
2 theve is for bres
])i'ow?w or redu
m. metbovs op-
)

as being
Jdo not; make
I Lelicve thers
sinent between
the contract
dt wages should
bresking of one
, =120 can cvery
bill of sale. time-
wortgages of all des crip-
arve pressing upou the
Government
What is
ition by intr

soction

its representations

nore
and

RACEES

ot come  do
t cunn

time
to have
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given coffeet t I hope the Premicr wﬂl
agree to the amendment. 1 trusi also thas
hon. member opposite will be bloadmmdf‘d
cnough to realise that, if, as the Premicr say
we have no power at present to give relicf
from  intorest on  overdrafts and  fixed
Tepos they will sapport a measurc that
will repair the breach.

The P You have
my brm'rmrr in

just been com-
too many

about

73111\ and now you are wanting me {o bring
in another.

Mr. Mv coutenticn is that
the financial trousers ave patched
too 1d that thev conpot stand any
more i Far, beifer to have a new
pair; in ohwr x.mm, to introduce one Bill
that will deal with eovery aspect of the
position.

Ar. NNY (Cook) [8.32]: I huve beecn

hon.
the
ed

i3

ng to analyse the arguments of

members opposite: but it was not until
hon. member for Ithaca spoke that I re
that the rcal objective of their speeches
to get in some propaganda for the next
election. Cne would imagine that hon. mem-
bers opnosite were epuxious to L\pdhd ¢redit
throughout Queensland; but T ¢ the
Teader of the Cpposition in all seriousnes:
what effeet his amendment would have on
the expa nsion  of credits in Queen
There wrs a nber of Western ])a~t01al]~ s

who are workm‘ on barnk overdraft: to-day.
Under the hon. member’s amendment those
pistoralicts eould appesl ageinst the actions

st mot be unmind-
5. Hon. membrrs

hut we n
consideratic

of the bank
ful of omm

opposite all ege thait the Premier is Jool

after the bhenks: but thov fail to recalise
i}nt < nsideration is tho credit
of Cw is amendment is given

cffect to. lilkely that banks will make

it available to people to whom it is
solutelr ne when the Dbanks will
have =‘>1‘n~"ﬁ('ﬂﬂy no recurity 2 Tf the heris
2 ¢ likelv to give eredit under thoze
cuir w{‘\* ¢rs, how ean hon. members oppe-

i1
their amo
sion of credit

Lll‘/

their claim that the ptanen
Iment will mean an cxpan-
threnzhout Cueonsland ?

: We only want to give thrm
11;}& to go to the court as eother
people ave getting.

Mr. KENNY: Hon. members orposite
ave ing only for political props¢ a in
their discussion on this me

ure.  Ther are
the people outaids
t the Government are con-
corned only mJl the bic financial iustitu-
tions. That is not so. The p i that
the {over: ament must bhe veory (n«fﬂ itl a
mearuve of s kind that thes
teo  far The (‘]m seition  amien ,oaf
cceerstod. would not lead +o the expan
but fo the redtyiction of o
those clreumstarces I know
will not aceept it.

r. BDASSINGTON (Belonne) [8.35
aneeches of hon, members onposite hay
tainle made it vory clear thet the 1*rm
the Government is one to as=wist the Land
whove mnossible, and to t]m welf
large rumbor of
rs, and th“l"s th h vho
are badly in need of assis I Im o been
seekins information with regard to
the Po-"i"on of a large number of workers
who have purchased motor cars, homes, and

atteripting to mislead
into bolieving tha

t
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other things under tlme payment agreements.
azked the Premier \.hether this measure

would apply in th cases, and the hon.

genticman has not replied to my request.,

The Prewer: What you ask is covered
under this Bill,
Lir. BRASSINGTON: Government mem-

bers are somewhat confused as to what the
Bili really stands {or. As I mentioned pre-
viously, the Premier gave one interpretation
of a certain claus2, the Deputy Leader of
the Government gave another interpretation
of the samo clavse, and, lastly, the hon.
member for Oxloy spoke for a quarter of an
Lour and virtually conf d that he did not
know »vh;tt the Bill comamed; consequently
I am glad to have the a ance of the Pre-
Bill covers the poinis I raised,

mier that the
and that a large number of workers who are
badly situated will veeeive protection when
this measure becomes law,

MMy, COOPER (Bremer) [8.37]: From the
speeches of hon. members opposite one Voul
imagine that all overdrafts existing in
Queensland to-day are entirely new things.
'The hon. member for Oxley suggested that, if
a man obtained an overdraft from a bank
for £500 and he had only drawn £50, he
would not be allowed to draw the balance of
£450. Could anything > more ridiculous?
No bank would grant an overdraft of £500
unl it was satisfied that the sccurity “was
awple.

The PrEvier: That is why they
reserves.

COOPER: If a Dbauk is
1 about tlw matter,
urt the same as
» {f) of clause
Yhether any l‘C‘llLf granted by the
v
¥

have big

t any way
iy cannot it go
any individual?

Mr.

Subclauss

suant to this Act would be rea-
likely to en“bm the mortgagor,
regard 1o his cireumsiances and
nditicas mentioned in the las’ pre-
paragraph, to moeet his labilitics
or the mortgage within such time as
the csurh desms roa

nis will not
L .

3 J'xcn as ozne would like to do
canios take the assus ance of the
micr that the 111tcnnuam011 he has gl\e )
t ail worrect. . VWhen the Financial Emer-
c the House, the hon.
iis paity that overdrafts

t to a reduciion under the Bill.

Prexvier: I said they were outside the

circumstance

a

My, COOPER: The hen, geatleman said
they were absolutely inzide the Bill, and
to-night he said the thosxt on has just
wakeued up; t shere they should have
deali with interest, wes U;I(l(‘r the Financial
Bmoergency Bill, which is now an Act. He
said they had lost their opportunity.

aling with the inisrpreot: ‘ mort-
7 the membor for rrego, Hir,

of this clause
h

here are a
¢h 1 would like

given by
le lodged with

Yes,
It would apply to the

The Premicr:

“ bir. BEDFORD :
overdraft?
“The Premier: Yes.”

Mr. Cooper.]



430 Mortyagors Relicf Bill.

To-night, when the hon, member for Warrego
said that the Premicr had misled him into
believing that overdrafts were covered, the
Premicr replied, ** 1 soi l vo such thing.”
The Previer: That does
ordinary overdraft.
Mr. COOPER . Thsat 1mt of the Bill dealt

specifically \'nh this guestion. Section 17 of
the anal‘mﬂ arner "’"Ch‘:, Act reads—

,

not apply to an

This part of th
aH mmtguy 5 eX ,.mg,
operation of this part.”

To-night he twitted the Opposition with
having been asleep. One generzlly accepts
assurances from the Tremier.

The PreEntER: What T said was quite right
there, but you have altered it.

Mr. COOPER :
am reading the
“ Hansard.”

The Premier: You are putting a different
construction on if,

Mr. COOPER: I am merely reading the
words that were used. TUnfortunately, the
Committec is not receiving the explanation
which it ought to get. The banks ought to
be in no different position from anybody
else. Hon. members oppesite try to mislead
people into believing that they have only
got a set sum of wmoney fo deal with; but
we know that money comes in day by day,
and a bank rarely gives an overdr aft cxcecd-
ing the value of the security. In any case
the banks are well protected by clause 7,
which gives the ecours ample power to say

L shall apply to
t the coming into

I have not altered it. 1
report as it appeared in

that the mortgagor shall not get any further
money and that the morigages may take
the security.

That the words proposed to be
Moore’s wmendment) stand
3¢ 27" --put and i

pogatived

Question—*
omitted (]’fr
part of ¢!

Question proposcd—
“To insert the words—
‘but not including a mortgage pay-
able on demand.””
Mr, W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) [6.43]:
I beg to move the foliowing amendment:—

“To omit from the words proposed to
be inscrted the words f but not.””

If those wi om\ arve deleted,
‘mortgage 7 will
able on demand.

the definition of
include a mortgage pay-

Question—*‘ That the words proposed to be
omitted from the propesed amendment
(Mr. Smith’s ame=dment) stand part of the

(%u.e{vion "—put; and the Comnmittee divi-
dod—
AYES, 29,
Mr. Barmes, G. P. Mr. Maxwell

,» Blackley . Aloore

,, Boyd ., Mc

,, Brand ,»  Nimmo

.» Butler ,, Peterson

., Costello ,,  Russell, H. M.

,, Deacon ,,» Russell, W. A,

. Duity . Swayne

,, Fry ., Walker, H. ¥,

,, Grimstone
,, Jamicson
. Kelso
., HKenny
Pr. Kerwin
Mrs, Longman
.» Mahsr

[#r. Cooper,

. Walker, J, 0.

., Wienkolt
Tcllers s

. Hill

5,  Tedman

[ASSEMBLY.]
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NoEs, 20.

Barber Mr. Mullan
>

Bzdlord .
L, Bow .
,, Conroy .
., Uaoper . Welhngton
,, Dagh 5 Witssn
. Roley ., Win ‘Lauley

Hawn#on

,, Hynes Tellers :
,  Jones, AL M. Lrassmgton
,»  Kirwan ., Hanlon
PAIRS.
AYES., Nois.
Mr. Barnes, W, . Mr. Collins
. King ,» Bulcock

Resolved in the negative.

“That the words proposed to be
clause 2 (3r. Moore’s amend-
'—put; and the Com-

Question—
insertedd In
menf) be so inserted”
mittee divided:—

AYES, 28,

Mr. Barnes, G. P. 3r. Moore
,, Boyd ,»  Morgan
,, Brand ,»  Nimmo
Butler ,,» Peterson
. Costello ., Russell, H. M.
:, Deacon ,»  Russell, W. A,
,,  Dutfy ,» Swayne
,»  Grimstone Vs ’lbﬁman
.. Hill o Wa
., Jamiesun i E > .
,,» Kenny i ernhoit
Dr. Kerwin

Teilers:
» Fry
Kelso

Lonbma.n

Maxwell .
Nows, 21.

Barber O'Keefe
., DBedford »» Polllgck
., Bow ., Smita
.. DBras:ington i Stomora
. BDash )
. Foley -
.,  Hanlon " \Vxn anley
.. Haneon
R ] Teileis s
,  Jone . ., Conrey
Kn‘mr e Cooper
. Rulian
14
AyTaL Nogs.
My, Barpes, W. H. xir. Collins
.. King ;. Sufcock

Resolved in the affivinative.

Mr. SWAVNE (Mireri) [8.53]: T should
like !0 obtzin some informarion from the
Premicr to the purchase of sugar-

{ 15, Very often these properties are
puz xd upon cond rroviding for
payiment in accordauce with the crop yield
¢ p 3 ’ ;
for the year, gencrally on the basis of 60
per cent. to Hm farmer and 40 per cent. to
the vorslor., When these arrangements were
made, tlie price for cane was £1 12s. up-
wards; but this year operations  have
been commenced on the basis of £1 3s. per
ton, It will be ween that 40 per cont. of
£1 3s. per ton s very different from 40 per
cont. of £1 18s. per ten. In fact, the pay-

ment of 49 per cout. of the lower price
\\omd leave barvely . ufficient to pay harvest-
including the cost of cutting and

il it be possible under this Bill
; variation. of the terms of
(onhac allowing, say, for a seventy-thirty
.. or somoething similary  This will not
mdu(w the pur‘(hd\nl" pHC(‘ but will merely
vary the ¢ pavable at stated periods,
so extendi terni. It seem:s to me that
this trpe. of ag wnnt does come within the
scope of the Nill; bui, i view of its
impertance, T would like to hear from the
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sCOPO

TTER  (Hon., A, E. Xioore,
t QL nndm‘nt(md that an_agice-
hoas the hon. nmmnm for
tmntmuvd is covered by the Bill.

3ir. Bwayne: Thank you. It will help a

number of farmers,
The PRELIIER: It is an azvecaent for
sale, and the terms can therefore be varied.

My W, Foroax  Santm: Pm\rnod the

balance of the purchase mones is by mort-
gage
F=R-R
The PREZIER: It would not apply in
the css0 of an ordinarvy share farm. The
. . mentioned by the hon. member

is an agrcement for sale.

Clauvse 2, as amended, agreed to.
Clawse 3—" Application of Act '—
My, W, FORGAN SMIUTH (Mackay): I

DLeg to move the following amendment:—

“On page 2, lines 43 to 47, omit the
followng paragraph

‘(b) Any other mortgages or class
or classez of mortgages from time to
time o\omptod from the operatlon of
this_Act by the Governor 1u Council
b" Order 1n Couneil published in the
‘Gazette
Awmendment (M.
Clause 3,

Snmiith) agreed to.
as amoended, agreed to.

Clause 4— Limitation of rights of mort-
gugees —
Mr. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay;

r to move the following amend-

[8.587: 1

meny

jusert the words—
potition

to file a banmupfcv
espect of

ins¢ the mortg 1i1

¢ debt arising out of any covenant,
cor 1d1hon or  agreemeo expressed
or implied in a mortgage.””’

et

This clause is pretty wide in its application.
Te desds with classes of agresment that arc
covered by the Bill. It later prescribes thai
certain proccedings shall not bu taken,  In
the event of a mortgagee seekiny to foro—
1:;,., the mortgagor can nnuumtolv sook
the protection of the court. That applics all
rlfrﬂt in the case of landed property or
personal preperty; but the clause deals with
other forms of preperty, including chattels;
aind procerdings may be taken in bankrupte:
to circumvent the operation of the Act, and
prevent the debtor getting the 'mdvmtarrcs
it offers. The amendment will not interferc
vith the objects of the Bill, but will give
further protection by not permitting pro-
ceedings in bankruptey with a view to cir-
cumventing the Aect.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigry) [9.0]: It would not be wise to
accent the amendment, because bankruptey
proceedings are entirely a Commonwealth
matter; thercfore it might affect the con-
stitutionality of the Bill. It would not be
wise to accept an amendment which might
prove to be quite useless.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Muckay) [9.0]:
Tt is true that, by interstate agreement,
bankruptey administration has become the
function of the Commonwealth, and to that
extent there may be a difficulty, as the

[20 AvausT.]
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Premicr suggests. If the draftsman has
advized the Premier that such an amend-
ment as 1 suogest w ould be unconstitational,
then it would be unwise to procced with the
matter. Of course, even if that were so, it
would not witiate the whole Bill but muely
the clause concerned.  However, in view of
the position, I ask leave to withdvaw my
amendinent.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause 4 agreed to.

Clavse 5— Procedure to be adoptcd by
mortgages before piroeceding tv e dse coi-
tain powers 7’ —

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Muackay) [9.1]:
am of the opinion that the time for notice
ot intention to 1ssue process of execution in
respect of chattels is insufficient, being only
ten days. I realise, of course, that chattels
are different from ]a.r\J masmu(h as land is
nmmovable. At the same time, however, the
ten days’ notice as provided is acalcely suff-
cient 1n view of the extensive area of a
State like Queensland, +where considerable
time may elapse before an individual could
cxercise his rights under this Bill. I suggest
that the period be extended to fourtcen days.

The PrEMIER: I will accept an amendment
to that cffect.

e, W. FORGAN
move—

© On page 3, line 40, omit the word—
‘ten’
and insert in lieu thereof the word—
“ fourteen.” ”

i

SMITH: I beg to

Amendment agreed to, togethor with a
consequential amendment on line 46, page 3.
Clause 5, as amended, agread to.
e O ipplra[io:z by mortgagor to
Swpreme Court for relicf "—agreed to.
T—“ Mattsrs to be coneu?med hy
Court on  appiieation by mort-

gegor -
3Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (ch/ay [9. 6]
I beg to move the following amendment :
‘ After line 34, page 4, insert the
following paragraph:—
‘() Any other relevant considera-

This is the (Iau 2 that determines the powers
to he excrcised by the court; and, if there
are any other matters than those mentioned
in the clause that descrve consideration, the
court should have power to take them into
consideration.

The PREMIER (ITon. A. L. Moore,
Aubigny) [9.8]: I cannot see what other con-
siderations there can be except those enumer-
ated here, I cannot see that anything is
left out.

Amendment (Mr, Smith) agreed to.

Clause 7, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 8—*‘ Nature of relief that may be
granted by court ’—

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra) [9.9]: Th's
clause appears to provide for a two years’
moratorium as a maximum. It appears that
twelve months 1s the longest time that can
be given at one periocd; but before that
period expires the mortgagor can apply for
an extension for a further twelve months.

The PreviEr: Yes, any relief given before
the proclamation expires can be renewed for
a further twelve months upon application.

Clause 8 agreed to.

Mr. Dash.}
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Clause 9—°° Special provisions as {0 casss
where powers have been excrcised between

the commencement and passing of this
Act.—

My, W. FORGAN BSMITH (Mackay)
[9.10]: I would like some information from

the Minister
clause.  The
(2} reads—

‘ Provided that no order shall be made
under this section m any cassc where the
property in re:pect of which such power
has been eYc“clsed ot such act has becn
done has becnr sold at the time of or after
the exercise of such power or the doing
of such act to a person other than the
nortgagee and such sale has been com-
pleted by the payment of the purchase-
money aad the delivery of the property
and the documents cf title (if any) before
the passing of this Act.”

It is not very clear as to
It is involved, and I would like the Premier
to explain it. Then subclause (4) reads—
“ No application to the Supreme Court
under this section shall be heard by the
ourt unless the application is made
within one month after the passing of
this Act.”
Tt is provided in clause 1 that the Act shall
be deemed to have come into force on lst
Does this subclause mean from Ist

as to what is meant by this
second paragraph of subclause

1t that means.

MIER : A month after the passing
of the Act
MMr. W, FORGAN SMITIH: There is an

apparent contradiction between this clause
and clause 1. There is a limitation in this
clause to any application unless made within
one month after the passing of this Act.
There is an apparent contradiction.

The Previer: There is no contradiction.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: X would like
an explanation as to this apparent contradic-
tion, and also as to subclause (2).

The PREMIER (Hon, A. E. Moore,
Aubignyy [9.13]: There i:: rﬂaHy no contra-
diction.  The Act is to be desmed to come
into force on l1st August. Subelause (1) of

this clause reads—

“ Where, with res ,r)f‘ct to any mortgage
to which this Act applies, the exercise of
any power or the (Jomor of any act
delined in paragraph («) or in paragraph
(7} of section four hereof has b com-
pleted (whenever commenced) after the
commencement of this Aet but before
the passing thercof, the mortgagor may
apply to the Supreme Court for an order
setting aside the exercise of snch power
or the doing of such uct.”

If a mor’mmgﬂe has taken action between the
vl the ruwinfv of this tet. ard

the ]w ‘hase-money has been paild and the
transaction Comp]etod it i= too a for
action to be tokea: bat. f the action has
not been Lomp]o’ud vlthxn a month from
the passing of the Ack, this clause gives the
mmto or the right to apply to the court
and have the matter dealt with

Mrp. W. rrme*\' Switi: Provided it has
not been completed,

The PREMIER: VYes.

Clause 9 agveed to.

Clause 10— Procedure >’—

My, BRASSINGTON (Balonne) [9.14]:
This clause lays down the procedure the

[Mr, Snuth.

[ASSIEMBLY.]
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mortgagor must follow when seeking relief.
I might ask why the whole onus is placed
on the shoulders of the mortgagor to force

him to make immediate application for relief‘
Surely there should be some re%ponaibility
maccd on the shoulders of the mortgagee!
It is reasonable to assume that the person
seeking relief is in poor financial circum-
stances, In order to secure relief in accord-
anee with the provisions of this measure
such person has to bear all expense by way
of making application to the Supreme Court
or & nmg‘»ttaru court, as the ecase may be.
Take fhc case of a man who has been out
of work for a considerable tirae and has very
little money to spend making apphcatlon
to the nﬂm%mtes court in regard h the
foreclosure on a worker’s dwelling! When
making application, he must naturally state
a case to the court, and that is a job for a
lawyer.

The PREMIER : Mot neoessarily.

Mr, BRASSINGTOD
matter, There is an
out, and it is necessary to attend the court
and state a case. The average man in the
street, especially the man who is unemployed
ard  worried financially, can hardly be
cxpected to go to a court and go through
the legal procedure necessary to making out
a case and to do justice to it. If such an
applicant does not feel dispoied to accept
the responsibility of making the application
himself, he mnst go to a lawyer. under-
stanid that in the case of the magivtrates
court the lowest possible costs would be
something like £5 5s., wheress in the case
of the Supremie Court the ordinary charge
tating a case is £10 10s., and, if the
be a leng cne, eonsiderably more than
T sunogest that the making of applica-
s should be maude as easy as “o\nlble and
9(7"1 for ics should be dispensed with
The Co‘o"mnc“f %nou!d appoint an arbitrator
to attend specially to applications m\der the
Act, so that theso desivous of relief could
come to him and stafe their case withonf
legal formalily, and thus save exponse. That
is n sound proposal, ard should be adopted,
if poseible. I L~opn the Government will
extend this cous‘fl(‘rat on to a large number

It is an involved
application to’ be made

of persens who have purchased homes and
arc faced with foreclosure, and who will find
it ‘necessary to avail themselves of this

measure.
Clause 10 agreed to.

Clauses 11 to 14, both inclusive, agreed to.

Clyuse 15— Orders
Me. W. FORGAN S3IITH (Mackay)
[9.18]: The last paragraph cof this clause

rends—
“The provisions of this section shall
alqo apply and extend in the case of any

rder mude pursuant to ¢ The Pur-
(‘lch 5 of Homes Relief Act of 1830”7

a3l

That Act was passed in 1930, and contains
full power to give Hm f’nss of rolief which
mway b ranted under ib. This Bill is in a
somewhat difforent C:x‘eg:ory; but it would
appear that we wre using oue of its clauses
to amend a scotion of that Aet. I would

¢ the Promier to give us any information
hos as to the extent to which the Pur-
chasc f Hommes Relief Act has  been

availed of, sud whether any order made
pursuznt to it requires the assistance of this.

Bill.
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Again, the second paragraph in the clause
readi—
¢ Provided that in any case where a
mortgagor to whom an order of relief
has been granted by the court neglects or
contravencs or fails to comply with the
provisions thereof, it shall be competent
for the mortgagee to apply to the court
for a cancellation thereof, and the court
on such application may make such order
as it shall deem fit and proper.”
1 take it that is provision to enable the mort-
gagce to see that the mortgagor does the fair
thing after the order has been granted.
Have any cases arisen where the order grant-
ing relief has not been complied with by
the mortgagor?

The Premirr: I do not know of any; but
it was thought advisable that this power
snould he provided.

Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH: There is a
remedy under ©° The Purchasers of Homes
Relief Act of 1930.” The court can prescribe
the conditions of relief, and the otder is
binding upon both parties. If one of the
parties does not carry out that order, then
the court will have power to consider the
question de novo.

The PRIEMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigny) [9.21]: There was some doubt as
to whether the magistrate had power to
cancel the order; and it was considered advis-
able to make it quite clear that he would
have the power if his order was flouted.
“Mr. W, Forean Suite: Can he do it of his
Dwn motion ?

The PREMIER : No.

Clause 15 agreed to.

Clauses 16 to 20, both inclusive, and the
preamble, agreed to.

The House resumed.

The CurateMAN  reported the Bill with
amendments.

Third reading of the Bill made an Order
of the Das for Tuesday next.

The House adjourncd at 9.23 p.m.

Quesiions.
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