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356 Questions.

WEDNESDAY, 19 ATGUST, 1931

Mr. bmmm (Hon. C. Tayler,

Windsor)
took the chair at 2.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.

RepvuerioN By Bixxs or INTEREST ON
BELECTORS’ OVERDRAFTS.
Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego)
Premier—

‘“ Secing that selectors
charged 8 per cent. by
that insist on their
overdrafts being rveduced at  their
pleasure, if at all, and in consideration
of the fact that men on the land and
industry generally in South Australia
and Victoria are under bettor interest
conditions because of the reduction of
interest being statutory in those States,
wiil the (,rovelnment introduce lecisla-
tion to compel a reduction of overdraft
interest, and so make intrvest condi-
tions 11 Queensland equal to those of
South Australia and Victoria 2

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E.
Aubigny) replied—

“The question appears to be founded
on ineorrect premises. I am advised that
the Queensland banks are carrying out

[Mr. O’Heefe.

asked the

banking concerns
interest rate on

Moore,

[ASSEMBLY.]

are still being-

Questione.

and that a public an-
be made in the course

the agrecement,
nouncoment will
of a few days.”

ADMINISTRATION OF LAXD CoMMISSIONER,
CHARLEVILLE,

Mr. BEDTORD (Warrego) asked the
Secretary for Public Lands—

““As 1 have received many complaints
of the conduct of land administration
in the Charleville district, will he in-
quire whether or not the aummvstl ation of
the present local lands commxssxoner is
satisfactory to the administration.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(FHoun.  W. A. Deacon, Cunningham),
replicd—

“If the hoan. member will give me a

list of the nustters about which com-
plaints have been made to him, they
will be duly inguired into.”

BREAD AT AUGATHELLA AND WAGES
or StatioN HanDps.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) asked the
Secretary for Labour and Industry—

1. As the Government claim is that
roduction of wages has been accompanied
by a reduced cost of living—such argu-
ment being founded on the statement
that the raduced basic wage of £3 14s.
is an cffoctive wage as compared with
the alleged lower cost of commodities
—will he ewplain why the price of the

Price or

2-1b. loaf, being 8d. at  Augathelia,
makes effective the local wage for
station hands of £1 10s. a week to

married men with families?

“2. Was not any attempt at reducing
the price of breadstuffs aborted by the
fixation of the fiour price 77’

The SECRETARY OF PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Iion. R. M. King, Logan),
for the SECRETARY FOR LABOUR
AND INDUSTRY (fIon. H. E. Sizer,

Sandgate) replied—

‘1. The price of bread is not fixed at
Augathella, and apparently the residents
there are satisfied that local prices are
adapiced io loeal conditions.

2. No. In numerous caxes local
prices for bread have becn reviewed by
the Prico Fixing Commissioner, with

satisfactory resulis to the public.”

APPRENTICESHIP REGULATIONS.
Mr. HANSON (7 unzrd{z) sked the Scere-
tary for Lakour and Industry—
“ 1, What was the number of youths
rcgwteled a® desirous of bocoming

apprentices to the skilled trades as af
() 30th June, 1929, and (b) as at 30th
June, 19317

“ 2. How many of the applicants were
placed as apprentices during cach of the
years ended 30th June, 1829, and 30th

Jure, 1831, respeciively ?”

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC 1\'—
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King. Logan),
for the SECRETARY OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (IIcn. . E. Sizer, ﬁtmdgmtc),
replied—

“L Ly BET (D)
“2{a) 7175 (B)



Questions.

LITHOGRAPHIC PRINTING FOR TOURIST
Bureav.
Mr. HANSON (Buranda) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—
“ With reference to the lithographic

poster in the window at the Tourist
Bureau, George street, Brisbhane,
inscribed ¢ Seek the Winter bunhght,

North Queensland,” and
thereof the name of
Lithographic Company,
the printers—
1. Will he make inquiries to ascer-
tain if this class of printing work can
be executed in Queenszland ¥

showing at fodt
¢ Moore Young
Melbourne,” as

2. If this lithographic work can be
carried out In this State, will he give

fature orders to a Queensland puntmgw
firm or firms?

3. Cannot such peostex vk be 3
cuted at the Government FPr ng
Office.”

The SECRETARY ¥FOR RAILWAYS

{Hon. Godirey Morgan, Murilla) replied—
“1 to 3. These posters were printed
by the Auvstralian Natiosal Travel Asso-

[19 AvauUst.]
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tion for use overseas, and the Tourisk
reau, Queens! and was supplied with
its uquue nents free of charge.”’

AprLicATIONS UNDER ‘° State Ilovusing Revies
Aot or 1830.”

Mr. HANLON (Jthaca) asked the Sceretary
{for Public Works—

“1. How many applications were
lodged by borrowers, purchasers, and
otlmxs for a measure of relief under tho
provisinns of  The State Housing Relief
Act of 19307 during the financial year
just closed?

9. How were such applications dealt
with, allocated as Lotween () approvals,
() rejoctions?

“Z What is the total estimated
amonnt of relief that has been aflorded

to the applicants in cquestion?”

RETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
M. King, Logea) replicd—

“ 1. Applications for relief uader
State L:m ‘nu Rel ef Act ()f 1900
ar .

a

The SHCEH
(Hon. R.
¢ The
Iodf el

1

‘Workers’” Dwellings

Workers’ Homes ..
Discharged Soldiers’ Seftlement Act
¥lood and Cyclone Reatoration

to 1.

3. Arrears of instalments amounting
to £8,378 (workers’ dwellings £2,280,
workers” homes £5,928, Discharged Sol-
diers’ Settlement Act £145 and flood and
cyclone restoration £15) were funded;
in cases where the reduction of income
appeared to be permencnt, the term of
repayment was extended in most cases
to thirty-five wears. In cases where the
reduction in income appeared to be of
a temporary nature, or the applicant
was rationed or on short time, the
monthly instalment was reduced to a fair
and rewsonable sum, but not less than
the cquivalent of the intercst on the
SUME Owing, Lmtﬂ the applicant resumed
full tiee, cor for twelve months, the posi-
tion then to Dbe reviewed. In cases
where the applicant was unemployed,
penalty on the arrears was waived, and
the applicant roquested to pay what he

. Bee answer

is ‘.)lo nd to keep the Corporation
infor; <d from time to time of his posi-
tion and pro-npects, so t"mt when ho
obtaired work of a reas iy perma-
nent ure his menthly uavlmoht could
be adjusted to suit his ition and pro
pects.

“ Quite a nu mbw of cascs in the same
class as last mentioned in the proceding
parzgraph have been noted for appli-
cation for relief to be lodged when the
client sccured reasonably permanent
work and beceme able to pay punctually
and regularly an amended instalment of
a suitoble amount—in these cases the

420 597 6 i 17
50 | s 5 9
E o 1 ! i
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o3 | eos | 12 |27
H I ]
pmum, on the arrears has been waived,

and the client requested te pay what he
is able meanwhile, and keep the Corpora-
tion acquainted from time to {ime of his
position and prospects.

“TIn most workers’ homes cases as a
mwessure  of  reli the applicant 1is

xempted either wholly or partially from
1fs‘ insurance; each case is carefully
mnw"r ed on its merits, and the wishes
of the applicant in this 1eca1d respected
wz {ar as possible; the pllﬂClplP how-
ever, is adopted of preserving the lfe
insursnce provisions of the Act as far as
pogible,

a
rh

APPLICATIONS UNDER °° PURCHASERS OF
Hones Rerier Aot oy 1930.°
My, BRASSINGTON (Balonne) asked the
Premicr—
“1, Fow

nany ap‘)hcauons were

or a measurc of relief under the
provisions of ¢ The Purchasers of Homes

Relicf Act of 1930° during the financial
yvear ended Junc last?

“2 Js it the Government’s intention
nd the operation of this Aect for
v period after the end of Decem-
Ler next ¥
PRUIITER
) r,plicd—
“1. Fifty-four applications to date in

ine mfmmmtmu for the rost
wnd ia not available.

(Fon. A, K. 2Icore

F
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Moror Cirs axD Lorgies PURCHASED BY
WORKERS UNDER HIRE PURCHASE AGREE-
MENTR.

Mr, BRASSINGTON (Ralonne) asked the

Premicr—

 In connestion with articles purchased
under the hire purchase agreement
systern—

‘11. Is he awarc that a number of
worlors, whq, after securing motor
cars and jorries and paying in a con-
siderable sum of money wunder this
system, are now, owing to economic
cireumstances, forced to relinquish pos-
session of those vehicles?

‘2. Is he aware that, even after los-
ing the moner paid in, demands are
being made for payment of the full
‘purchase price?

‘3. Does the Relief to Mortgagors
Acet give rolief to these cases?

_“4. If not, will the Government con-
sider introducing legislation to give
this much neaded protection?

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,

Aubigny) replied—

“1 and 2. I have not received any
complaints of such naturs.

“3. 1 refor the hon. member to the
definition of ‘mortgage’ in the Mort-
gagors’ Relief Bill.

4. See answer to No. 3.7

Ramway EXPENDITURE IN CENTRAL DISTRICE,
1927-1931.
Mr. FOLEY (Le¢ichhardt) asked the Scere-
tary for Railways—

“1. What was the railway expeaditurce
from Loan Tund in the Central distriet
for the years 1927-28, 1928-29, 1929-30,
and 1930-31, respectively ?

“2. What was the railway expenditure
from Consolidated Revenue Fund in the

Central district for the vears 1827-28,
1928-29, 1929-30, and 1920-31, rospec-
tively 277

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

{Hon. Godfrey Morgan, urilla) replicd—

1l £
19271628 ... 283.241
1993-1929 ... 260,242
1929-1930 ... 161,186
1930-1031 ... . 106,532

Fe Relicf Fund.
1929-1935 ... 6,296

‘s 1930-1931 ... 7,104
19271923 . . 1,183,115
1925-1929 .. 1,235,031
1029-1930 ... 1,173,312
1930-1931 ... . 974,075

. Summary.

19271598 .. .. .. 1,471,356

19291230 .. 0 1 1495273

16291630 ... 1,340.7¢5

1950-1931 ... 1,087,708
£5

Reprernioxy o Rovsnty Crapars 10 Op0siTs
TRaPPERS.
¥y, FOLEY (Leichhardt) asked the Scove-
tary for Aoricniture—
“In view of the favourable position
of the Animals and Birds Trust Account,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions.

and the probability of the fur market
being urfavourable to opossum trappers
this season. will he give consideration to

reduction of royalty charges for the
present season ¥

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. H. ¥F. Walker, Cooroora) replied—
“The rate of royalty prescribed for
cpessum skins under ‘ The Animals and
Birds Acts, 1921 to 1924, is considered
reasonable, #nd as a decline in the fur
market swould result in a corresponding
decline in royalty collections, favourable
consideration canunot be given to a reduc-
tion of the present rates.”

BromieNts oF RELIEF RaTioxs.

Mr. A, JONES (Buwrke) asked the Seccre-
tary for Labour and Industry—

“How many persons were receiving

relief rations in the following areas:—

“1. Greater Brisbanc?

‘2. Remainder of State, during the
month of June in the following years,
respectively :—(a) 1929; (b) 1930; and
(¢) 193127

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hen. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate)
replied—

“1 and 2. The information is being
cbtained.”

EXPENDITURE 0N DPUBLIC BTILDINGS, BRISBANE
AND ROCKHAMPTON.

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the
Sccretary for Public Works—

“ What was the amount of money spent
on public works buildings in Brisbane
during tho last fifteen vears, likewise
in Rockhampton for a similar period?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. R. 3. King, ZLogan) rcplied—
“The time and expense which would
be entailed in extracting these statistics
would not be warranted by the informa-
tion to be derived. The hon. member
inay obtain sufficient particulars for his
purpcre from the Annual Reports of the
Departinent of Public Works.”

MinrsTrRs' Exrenses, 1919-1931.

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the
Premier—

“ What was the total amount of ox-
penses paid to each Cabinet Minister
during the last ten years as far as the
tast  Govermment was concerned, and
what amount of expenses was paid to
cach Minister of the present Government

up to the 30th June lust?”
Th: PREMIWI (Hon. A. E. Moore,

Aubigny) replied-—

“ The information is being obtained.”

ESTRONS 2w Post OFFICE.

DUNLOP (Rockhamplon)
Creta

ny AT W

asked the

y to the smestions asked
st, 1971, ve the bur
officn 2t Yarwun shout 19th
Decembe bosnd the answers furnizhed
to samo, will he make ingmiries if anv
reports were made on this matter by the

of the no




Questions.

Rockhempton :
ame and oblige
> four questions 1
abovementioned date?”’

SECRETARY (ffon. J. C.
anby) replied—

Police Deportment  at
and, if so, will he seenr

me with answers to ths
asked on the

The HOME
Peterson, Ao

“Inquiries will be made.”

Brormer v GLADSTONE R0AD, ROCKIAMPTON.
Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the
Tom: Sceretary—

“1. Is he awarc that there are
pesed to be some uncalled-for carryings
on &t o brothel at Gladstone road, Rock-
hampton, where a voung girl’s mother

1 7

SUP-

doo vk periodically, and this girl is
secit frequently in this undesirable place?
“ 2 Is this particular brothel wregis

tered; how many undesirable girls are
there in this place; and do they come up
for the usual periodical medical ox-
amination?

3. Will the Consorting Act he pro-
poies o introduce thiz session deal in
any way towards greatly minimising
prostitution 77

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. €.
Peterson, Nermanby) replied—

1. Nos but if be will give the name
of the gir! inquiry will be made.

‘2. Brothels are not registered.

“3 Yes, and I am hopeful that the
administration of it will have the effect
desirad by the hon. member.”

Car Fare ror DETEOTIVE-SERGEANT CAHILL,
Roczmserox.
Mr. DUNLOD (Rockhazipion) esked the
Home Secrctary-—
“ g
$

) cing the following centry appears
m a voucher furnished to Mr. 1. Black,
on 20th December, 1930 (who wes running
the  Liberty Fair’ in Rockhampton) by
one Mr. ¥. Meliick, viz. :—

‘10th December, 1930.—Taking Mr.
Cahill round to see Mr. Black, then
round to Gresham Fotel to look for
Mr. Boswoo<l, then down to bus stand,
then to Police Station, then back to
Gresham Hotel, then over to Mr, Bos-
wood’s house, then to bus stand, then
round to Gresham Ilotel and back to
Police Station, at a cost of 12s.,"—
will he call thia Detective-

upon then

Sergeant Cahill for a report as to whv
he was

going about b+ car with the

of this gambling show, and

= known the reason to this House?”

The HOME SETRET
5

Peterscn, Norseady) replis
“The weatter will be inquired into.”

Mt T
(Mr. J. Q.

. Mr. ¥IVNES (Townsrille) asked the
Secretury for Raibwavs—

1 On vt was the l:
N on held for

appre to the Railw
‘2. How many apprentices antered for
tho inaticn throughout the Stats,

and how many passed the quelification
test?

(19 AveusT.]
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“3. ow many apprentices have been
placed in the depariment since the last
examination”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godirey Morgan, Murilla) replicd—

“1. Between May and July, 1929, at
various depbts,

““2. 569 candidates sat for the cxami-
nation; 129 qualified.

“3. Nil. To employ additional trade
apprentices would have meant paying off
2 number of employees, probably some
marvied, equivalent to the number of
trade apprentices engaged.”

Myunper OoF GOvVERNMENT 1IMPLOYEES,
1829 anp 1931.
Mr. HYNES

(Townsvillc) asked the

Premier—
“ FWhat was the number of Government
employcen, including Loan Vote em-

ployees and other casual employees, but

not including relief scheme employees,

(a) as on the 30th June, 1929; and (&)

#s on the 30th June, 193177

The PREMIER (Hon. A.
tubigry) replied—

“{a) This information was given on
4th September, 1929. (&) This question
has already been asked, and the required
information is being compiled.”

E. Moore,

Working HOURS aND ALLOWANCES OF RAILwAY
Burrer CAR EMPLOYEES.
Mr. HYNES (To ille) asked the
Sceretary for Railways—
“1. What are the average hours
worked por week by the various classes
of employecs on the railway buffet cars?

“2. What allowances, if any, are paid
to such employces in compensation for
their comparatively longer working
weck in relation to the hours worked
by employees on similar classes of work
in other refreshment-rooms?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgun, 3 urilla) replied—

1, Not in excess of forty-eight hours,
including incidental duties.

2. Ts. 6d., less 15 per cent., per week
in addition to weckly wage, This
amounti was determined by the Arbitra-

L%

tign Court.

[ueyENTs oF Cokr RoM NEW Soutn WALES

vOR MorNT Isa Mixes CouMpany.
Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane), for Mr,

COL-

“1. Has his attention been drawn to
the freguent shipments of coke being
Ianded at Bowen from New South Wales
for use by the Mount Isa Mines Com-
pany ?

2. In view of the fast that the coal
from tho Bowen coalficld is cminently
table for the wmanufacture of coke,
were any represantations or negeliztions
made or ¢conducted by the Mines Depart-
ment to encourage the prodaction of the
coke requived lecally for the use of
Mount Isa?
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“3. In view of it being the declared
policy of the Government to encour age
the establishment of new industries, and
thereby assist to relievoe unenﬁplovmem
will he take acticn to encourage, assist,
and promote the production of coke
locally for usc at the Mount Isa mines?

The SECRETARY ¥OR MINES (Houn.
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe) replied—
1. Yes. Coke is being bought frow

the Bouth Coast of New South Wales
for use at Mount Isa owing to the fact
that at present no ccke is being manu-
f(mtlned in the North.

Yes. Samples of ccal from the
Bowtn and the Garrick seams, also mix-
tures of Bowen and Styx in various pro-

portions, were submitted for coking test.
Results  were found S‘Itle"CtOl’V on
analysis. A further bulk sample of

approximately 45 tons of coke from the
Bowen seam has recently been manuia(-
tured, and will arrive at Mount Isa
within a fow days. This is to be fried
out in the furuaces under actusl working
conditions,

3. The estimated cost of the erection
of coke ovens at Bowen has been pre-
pared in conjunction with the preliminary
testing of the coal.”

Nox-Bririsit FLECTRICAL MACHINERY AT
Irswice RaLwiy WORKSHOFS.
Mr, COOPER (Bremer) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

1. Is there a provision m the cou-
tract for the supply of cleotricity to the
Ipswich railway workshops to the effect
that the machinery, material, cte., which
is to be ecrected within the worls. hopa for
such supply, is to be of British manu-
facture ?

2. 1 no such provision is in the con-
tract, was it excluded at the special
roquo~=t of the company supplyving the
electricity ?

“3. If no such request was made, who
is responsible for the omission of a cou-
dition of such vital importance to manu-

facturers within the British Empire?”’
The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. Godivey Morgan, Murilla) 1ephud~—

“1 to & The contract is for the sup-
ply of clectric energy only.”

PAPHERS.

The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed: —

Report br the Tand Administration
Board under ¢ The Closer Scitlemeunt
Aets, 1805 te 12307

Tha following
table:—

Orders in (ouwrn issued under the pro-
visions of ““ The Grazing Distriets
Implov'mr‘m Act of 1930 77—

(1) Crder in Council constituting
improvement  board  districts
(dated 31st July, 1931).

(2 Oi:dm in Council fixing datss
of elecilons and appointing
returning  officers {(dated 13th
August, 1931).

paper was laid on  the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Feply.

PRIVILEGE.
Mr, BEDFORD (Warrego) [2.47]: 1 desire,

Mr. Speaker, to raise a question of privilege.
I wish to object to the flippant way adopted
by Ministers in answering questions which
are offered in good faith, and further to
object to the fact that certain of my ques-
tions appearing in fo-day’s bisiness sheet
were truncated and two cut out—I do not
know at whose bchest. If you are the editor,
Mr. Speaker, I am very sorry for the fact.

3Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BEDFORD: I object to guestions
which are asked in good faith being given
flippant answers by the Secretary for Public
Instruction on behalf of the Secretary for
Labour and Industry.

Mr. SPEARER: I woulq like to inform
the hon. member that 1 take the full respon-
sibility for editing any question which I do
not think is in order and which should not
he put before the House. T struck some
words out of the questions of which notice
was given by the hon. member resterday,
because two of them were offensive and con-
veyed a certain innuendo, which is not
allowed,

Mr. Buprorp: Certain quesbions must be
offensive to somebody.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 8o long as I
am in the chair I shall not allow it. If
T am doing the wrong thing, then, of course,
it will be another matter.

Mr. BeprorD: You should not allow the
Minister——

Mp. SPEAKER: Order! So long as I
have control of this House as Speaker, I
shall certainly see that questions that are
put, whether to Ministers or otherwise, are
in order and not at all offensive. Asking
questions is a great privilege, and one which
hon. members should not abuse. I would
not like to curtail that privilege in any
shape or form, but I require questions to
be in order before 1 permit them to be
placed on the business paper.

Mr. Porrock: What about cutting out
offcusive answers, Mr. Speaker?

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE—IIFTH ALLOTTED DAY.

Mr. SWAYNE (Meérani) [2.49] : In address-
ing myself to this question I should, first of
S like to join with other bpeaLﬂlu.m
expressing my regret at the approaching
departure of His Excellency 8ir John Good-
win.  We have been fortunate in the
(fovernors we have had in Queensland, and
Sir John Goodwin has particularly interested
himself in the industries of the State and
in all matters that make for our prosperity.
All T can say is that I trust that his suc-
cessor will be as good as he is. If he is,
Queensland will be fortunate.

I would also like to pay a compliment to
the mover and secconder of the motion. Both
speeches were full of interest to us all, bear-
ing on the important question of how at the
present time we may extricate Queensland
from the difficuls position in which we find
her.

As to the Speech itself, T would point out
that 1t was full of matter connected with

our primary producing indusbries. They
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are the industries upon which we depend
‘in our business life, and we all know that,
just as any private concern depends upon
successful business transactions for its pros-
perity, so also does the State. Glancing
down the list of Bills which are fore-
shadowed, hon. members will notice a group
of measures connected with land settlement.
Legislation is to come before us with a view
to making most cffective use of the advan-
tage that has been given to us by reason
of the fact that the prickly-pear lands of
the State have been so providentially freed
from the pest by the intreduction of the
cactoblastis, In fact, all through the Speech
it will be noticed that the land question
bulks very largely in the policy of the
Government. I think it is generally admitted
that in that direction liec Queensland’s
greatest hopes, and it must be apparent to
everyone that the fullest consideration has
been given to various phascs of land settle-
ment and primary production.

Amongst the minor matters mentioned as
subjects for legislation is the relief of mort-
gagors. That 1s an indication of the times.
We know that many persons have entered
into definite engagements which circum-
stances over which they have no control
prevent them from meeting. This is so in
the cancgrowing industry, in common with
other industries. In the purchasing of farms
buvers entered into agreements under con-
ditions very different from those which now
prevail, and I trust that, when we come
to go fully into that Bill, it will be found
to meet their case as well as that of other
sections of the community.

Reference is also made in the Speech to
improvements in our herds of beef cattle.
In the electorate which I represent are to
be found large numbers of stations and
grazing selections carrying cattle. There
is no getting away from the fact that the
quality of our herds has deteriorated of
late years, and the necessity for a return to
a better quality of beast is a national ques-
tion, because we know that in the export
trade only the best quality of meat is
favoured in the markets of the world.
Although the amount set aside for that pur-
pose is not very large, I am ncvertheless
glad to see that the matter is receiving
consideration.

We are also to have a Gold Buyers Bill.
Hon. members must have noticed what an
impetus has already been given to prospect-
ing. Already there are indications of suc-
cussful results, leading us to hope that in
the near future we shall have large develop-
ments. Nothing could happen that would
bring us more %peedllv to prosperity than
a luckv gold strike. T have lived long enough
in this world to have seen some of the
old rushes. I know what happened then.
and I look forward to sceing something
similar taking place in Queensland again.

Coming to new industries or the revival
of old industries dealt with in tho Speech,
special reference is made to tobacco-growing.
When we consider the fact that somethm«r
like £3,000.000 goes out of Australia every
vear for tobacco, it is obvious that, if by
local production we cculd retain only two-

thirds of that amount in Australia, it wounld:

mean a_ substantial addition to our income.
After all, a pennyv saved is a penny made.
Everything that can be done by the State
is being done, and I am particularly pleased
to learn upon inguiry at the Department

[19 AvgusT.]
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of Public Lands that special attention is
being paid to the electorate that I repre-
sent. I hope that the efforts now being
made in this connection will be productive
of the greatest amount of good.

It wus to be expected that during such a
cr as obtains in Australia to-day all
political parties would work harmoniously
together with a view to restoring the coun-
try to a sound financial position. That is
Leing done in some of the Parliaments, and
I have with me a newspaper report of a
cablegram dated 15th August relating to the
Bucvrct position in Great Britain. I learned
from that report that the Prime Minister
of Great Britain, Mr. Ramsay MacDonald,
st 5 the nnpuhncc of dealing with the
difficult situation that obtains in that coun-
I also notice that the leaders of the
p arties in ODPOblt]()n are in consul-
tation with him, I read that Sir Herbert
Samuel, of the Liberal Party, was in con-
sultation with him, and that Mr. Stanley
Baldwin and Mr. Neville Chamberlain, of
the Couservative Party, were the prineipal
men.  The political parties in Great
‘e prepared to sink their party
hr,ba for the time being with a view to
taking connsel together in an endeavour to
improve ithe position in that country in the
interests of the people as a whole. In Aus-
tralia, in the Federal Parliament Me, Lyons
and Mr. Latham arc conferring with Mr.
Scullin with a similar object in view; but
there has been no intimation from hon.
membevs on the other side of this Chamber
that thevy are prepared to adopt such a
laudable course. I have rcad their speeches
during this debate, and I am prompted to
say that they are fall of querulousness. The
Leader of the Opposition has definitely
stated that he is pmot in accord with the
plan adopted by the Prime Minister and
his Cabinet as being the best solution of the
problenr.  Whether the hon. member pro-
poses to jein forces. with Mr. Lang or to
conduct a party of his own I do not know.
Ilo has stated very clearly that he is nos
comnmf‘d to the plan evolved at the Pre-
miers’ Conference presided over by a Prime
Minister representing  the same political
party as himself—a plan approved by the
Premicr of South Australia and the Premier
of Victoria. both vepresenting the Labour
Party, together -,«fit‘h the Premiers of the
other States. It would be rather interesting
to know exactly what proposals the Leader
of the Ovnposition has to make to meet the
present difficult situation. 1 ha.'»e extracted
varions remarks from the speeches delivered
by the hon., member in this Chamber.

For instance, I find that the Leader of the
’)]11)o~itinn when speaking on the Financial
Fmergeney Bill in this House, said—

“ I am not satisfied that a complete
conversion loan is the Dest plan that
could have been evolved. Taxation of
interest would accomplish the desired
objective.”

ile goes {urther and says—
“ T propose that what is done in regard
io the wduclwn in the interest bill should
also be done in relation to general
incoms.”
plan would be =

case of taxation. We have been told by
our Treasuror that we are pretty well up to
the hilt in vespeet of taxation. We have
also been told hy others in cherge of the
finances in dificrent States in Australia that

Mr. Swayne.]
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sxation has reached high-water mark. We
all know that in the field of taxation the
Commonwealth stands pre-eminent. The
Commonwealth has attempted doring the last
vear or s0 to retrieve the [financial situation
by increazed taxatlion, yet, notwithstanding
that inerease, the revenue has deereased, It
has on three occasions since November, 1929,
increased income taxation. It has superim-
posed a special levy of 10 per cent. on income
from pxop. 7. It has heavily increased
custors and excise duties. It has increased
postal char ges. It has imposed a sales tax of
‘6 per cent. and, lastly, a primage duty of
10 per cent. on the bulk of the goods im-
ported into Australia. Yet they have appar-
ently failed in their objective, because the
desired result was not obtained. That desired
result was additional revenue. The figures
I have of the Commonwealth revenue up to
Blbt July last show that, although the budge:
for 1925 estimated the revenme from new
taxation at £5,000,000 odd and the revenue
from new taxation imposed in 1831 at
£12,000,000 odd, the cstimates were not ful-
filled, and there was a falling off in revenuc
of £7,000,000. Could we have any clearer
indication of the impossibility of restoring
prosperity by the method advocated by the
Leader of the Opposition? Vet hon. mem-
bers opposite acclaim this method! Now we
have the Deputy Leader of the party coming
into the arena with some very inferesting
remarks. We all know that he made state-
ments which were repudiated by the other
members of his party; vet. as he holds the
official position of Deputy Leader, we must
judge him on his utterances, which have not
been officially repudiated. 1 have his utter-
ances, hut I will not quote them fully., Speak-
ing during the cmergency session on the
question of interest, he is reported in
“Hansard ” as saying—

“If we could, we would increasc the
reduction to 50 per cent., and even more,
but we realise that the amount now stated
is the greatest 0\1‘0 1t to which the money
power will go.”

Again, he says that he would do away with
intercst altogether, and in reply to an inter-
jection from a member on the Government
benches he said, referring to the Treasurer

“T venture to say that our worthy
Treasurer squlrmod occasionally when
AMr. Lang ‘ towelled ’ into him and told

him what he should do.”

Let us see what happened then. According
to the press of the 5th August, we were
old that there was no pay for the public
servants of New South Wales. Vet we have
the Dopun Leader of the Opposition qp(\nl -
ing in such a commendatory manner of My.
me and referring so disparagingly to our
Trommor who, arcordiz ag to him, squirmoed
inn the presruce of Mr. Tang. But it took
only a few weeks to prove that this idol of
the Deputy Lesder of the Opposition was
unable to pey hiz public serva Burely
wo can draw the inference that, if Queons-
Lund had followed ithe course suugested by
the other side. we should have arlived at
the rame position an Mew South Wale

We find the Deput of &
tiou on. anc ther ocra + the
‘Your Covern
; but, when we con e o
figzures dealing with unemnlovinent, wo find
t}::t, wh ,zl % the average percentage of unom-
ployed in Australin i 28 per cent., Queons-
land only shows 14 per cent. I think it can
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ba fairly claimed that, had the advice of
the Opnposition bren followed in eudeavour-
ing to find a solution of cur difficultics, we
should have been heading for disaster instead
of success.

A vory interesting press parvagraph tells

that a considerable amount of New South
Wales capital is anxiouns to invest in Queens-
land. Mr. 8tack, who is managing director
of Hudson and C‘ovmnnv rreneml importers,
of Sydner, and an exccutive head of other
industrial and commercial concerns in New
South Wales, said he believed that he was
only one of a number of Southern business
men who were visiting Queensland to dis-
cover vhat posybmtlcq exist here for new
avenues in the placing of capital. They
wa“toa a greater flegree of assurance of a
safe return on capital than was obtainable
in New South Wales. We can understand
that .tt!tnde of mind when we recall the
closing dowa of the New South Wales
Government Qminga Bank, a considerable

percentace of whose depositors were mnot
members of the wealthy classes, but were
people who. by thrift, had saved a small

sum of money.
jeopardy.

In spite of the remarks of hon. members
opposite, we ha\e concrete proof of the desire
of outsiders to invert capital in Queensland,
which is onc of the best ficlds for investment
in Australia to-day. That happv state of
affairs is due to the attitude of the present
Government; and no greater step towards
prosperity can be achieved than by the intro-
duction of capital. We have large resources
in Queensland, and all that is wanted is
capxtal to dnvelop them. Mount Isa is one
nce, and we have many other fields
ting development. What we do want
is capital.

Their sevings arc now In

If we have a Government in power which
is prepared to tax capitalists higher and
higher, and if those who lend money to
the State have a chance of losing it. the
amount of capital that will come to Queens-
land will be nil; but the fact that we have
not a Government with such a policy and
which has given proof that it does not sup-
port such a policy is the very best thing that
could happen to Queensland at the present
time.

The last speaker on the other side was the

hon. member for Cairns, who had a very
long complaint to make about shipping
charges. The Premier delivered a very

interesting and informative speech, and mo:t
of us on this side expected that the spenker
on the Opposition side who followed the
Premier would have replied to that speech.
but the hon. member for Cairns left it
severely alone.  He dealt at corsi
leneth  with  the shipning  difficulties  at
Cairns, and he wanted legislation passed to
sive harbour boards power to handle cargo.
I would point out that the Lab Party
wore power for fourteen years and similar
conditions  existed duri thosn  fourteen
vears, while we have only been in powar for
two yesrs, If the action sugres sted by the
hon. member is reruidite. it secms to indi-
cate a crrtain lack of siscornment on his
part thet he shonld blame us net doing
in two rears what the Labour ty o'd not

do in fowteen vears. Do hon. wcembers
ovnpoiite realle think that, altheueh we have
capable men in the nrese Coverament,

and are
mischief

vork miracies,
in two years the

they ore able to
able to undo
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resulting from bad management and mal-
administration by the Labour - during
the fourteen years they were in oflice? There
is no getting away from the fact that thes

did get Queensland into a terrible mess.

We hear a good deal about the m*‘ﬁ“'ht\
of the exchanze position and we all knrow
that for cvery £100 interest due overseas we
have to send £130. That interest was more
than doubled during the time the Labour
Party were in office, and they wasted some-
thing like £5,000,000 on State enterprises,
There was ovor £1,000,000 wasted on the
State staticns. That is some of the money on
which we have to pay £130 for every £100
of intercat. Tf it were not for that, {;ueens-
land would almost have balanced thc bucmt
last year. Of the deficit of ove £80¢,000,
£500,000 was duc to the .1dv(‘1~o ex ch'ngo
What we could have saved in interest upon
money borrowed overseas since 1915, and
that was wasted on various cuterpri would
have gone a long war towards rectifying
our position. However, we have got into
that position, and we shall have to do d‘(‘
best we ecan. Kvery individual must admit
that the present party in power in Queens-
land hss done more than any other party
in Australia to get back to normal condi-
tions We arc held up as an example in
the other States. I do not kvow what han-
pencd at thelr meetings, but I feel quite sure
that our Premier and our Tressurer have
had a very be noﬁcv 11 mﬂumv » on the con-
fercnces that have been held in the South.

Oue of the chargs: made against the Go-
vernment is that they have broken their
electien promises because they have not been
able to do all that ‘th ,)mmwo'] during
the short time they khave been in offica. I
feel sure that eve mom\ e the Covernment
made will be careied nni‘_ wone who has
taken an intore t in pub irs will reeog-
nise that it was impon an for the Govorn-
ment to carry U wre out the moment they
came into office. Heowever, T feel sure that
we shall have an extension of our tenur~ of
office, beeause what we have a‘”mm‘ done
shows conclusivels to the electors what a v
fortune it would Dhe if theyv lost a nian 111\0
our present Premier, who is thorenghly cap-
abic, honest. and str aightforward, and is
doing his duiv without fear or favour. It
would be g public colamity. T feel sure that
our Premier will receive their votes and be
again returncd to office, and, as iime goes
on, all the promises “hnh h(we heen made
by the party on this side will be fulfilied.

a book here called Socialism at
which was given to me “ With the
compliments of the Ton. T. J. RByan, Pre-
mier of Quovn ltnu Vi deseribies the State

enterprises as an alrcads acecoplished f{act
and wo kmf: W(\ll. I think people on the
other ¢ of the werld were deceived by
this book. Thare was #n “ction in Western
Ausiralin alot that i wnd the Labour
Party won it. I T um not verv murh mis-

taken, it through the belief that the
(“00\1 thines deseribed in this book weore
alreads suceessfully at work in Queensland.
ﬁvrthelmor(\ there was an clectlon in Great

it abont that time, at which the
Labour Party was returned. We are told
that this volume was even circulated there
and that i helped Socialists fo win seats
as an instance of the success of socialism at
work. In this book the Staie iron and steel
works are described ar 2 thing, not of the
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future bubt as a thing of the present. There
is this paragraph, for instance—
¢ The importance to the State of the
development of coal can hardly be ex-
aggerated. These commodities form a
foundation to any extersive manufactur-
ing interests, and it has been their pro-
lifis supply on which the commereial and
industrial greatness of the Midland and
No"thf‘ln counties of Kngland has rested.
he Queensland  State (,Tovmnment re-
aires considerable quantities of iron and
stcel for use in railway workshops and
for other purpss=s. The Government.
enabling the money spent on these classes
of material to be kept within the State,
and whatever profit accrues from produc-
Aing them to find its way to the public
Treasury, will confer a benecfit of far-
reaching consequences upon the whole
community. The subicquent substantial
development of many important national
industries must follow as a natural conse-
quence.”
1’(>0p10 in othry places would think we had
succesaful iron and steel works already in
operation, but all 1ha+ happened was that the
Labour Covernment got an option over an
island  on  which there was iron ore
on the Western Australian coast at a
cost of £30,000 or £40,000; but that option
was quictly surrendered, and we lost the

momney, and have not got any iron and steel
works., T was in Bowsn about that time, and

town allotments were largely boomed because
of the proposed cstablishunient of the iron
and steel works in that centre.

I notice, moreover, that the hon. member
for Cairns talked about the extortion of
the shipping companies. Strangely enough,

I find in this book some reference to f:he
shipping fleet of hon. members opposite.

This volume speaks as if the fleet was already
suczessfully in operation.  If such was the
cass, why in the name of goodness did they
not eontinue it?  We arve told—

“The Government was forced to enter
the coastal carrring trade by exigencies
of the mining indue try caused by “abnor-
mal conditions rising indirectly from
the war.”

And on page 54 1 find a picture of one of
their ships, That vessel was quietly aban-
doned, and became a derclict long before
ther went out of office. They cannot say
that our Government had anvthing to de
with scrapping it.

Al thess promises they made but did not
carry out. We have been in office but a
thort two vears, during one of the most
diffienft periods that have ever occurred

in Australian history. Yet they now have
the impudenee to talk about our not carry-
ing out our promises! We all remember
that one of their Ministers, the hon. mem-
Loy for Paddington, when contesting
lortorate on one occasion. said that. if
he wav roturned to power, there would
be no ur-mploved in Queensland in four
onthe,  The four months went by, but, it

I amn not mistaken, unemployment actually
increasesd dur that time. At anv rate,
there were in North Queens-
land, althon ured that, as a
result of his snecess '*t Uxat olcctlon, that
creat problem would he salved.

By means of their Btate stations they

promised that {he people would get cheap

Mr. Swayne.]
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meat. They were to control the whole pro-
cess, from the rearing of the cattle on the
Stafe stations to the consumption of the
meat by the peopln They were to produce

not only stors cattle from their breeding
properties, Lut thezr cattle were to go on
to their fattening properties thence they

were to go to the State sla,ughter houses,
and then to the State butcher shops. The
people were to gst meat at a price never
before heard of.  Such was another of their
promises!  They actually described it asg
an accomplished fact. However, the thing
came quictly to a standstill, and all we
know is thzt £1,000, 000 of this loan money,
the intevest on which is such a hsavy it arden
at the present time. has been lost” in tha
undertziting.  On their State stations they
did rot give an additional day’s work to
any man; they did not employ one addi-
tional hand, nor did they add to the national
wealth,  Yet the people of Queensland were

gulled. to their misfortune, for something
like fourtesn years. For so long did thev

hold o and break
now at ch trne
impudoen ce to talk

their promises, and
as this they have the
about ocur not carrying
out our promiscs ! would remind hon.
members cpposite that they had the best
0*)po1tun1tlos ever cnjoved by any Govern-
ment in Queensland. = The State was pros-
perous when they became the Government.
The interest bill was only £1,900,000: it is
now in the neighbeourhood of £6,000,000.
When they tock office the revente was pay-
ing 2l expenses: Queensland was paving
her way. The ratlways were paying. In
spite of all that, in spifc of a rlsmg revenue
until they went OuL of office, there was

with one or two exceptions, an umnterrunted
sequence of deficits as described by the
Premier when speaking last night, so that,
when we succeeded them, we were faced
for that year besides an accumulated debit
on  past  ilransactions of £760.000 and
also with heavy liabilities in respect of their
precious State onterprises. These repre-
sented their  share towards the general
disaster which makes our present difficulties
so great. which were due largely also to the
tact that Quecensland missed her opportuni-
fies, that her export markets were neglected,
and her producers were discouraged thcreb‘

Tt is that steps should be taken
to resi witry to a sound financial

and ec > We may talk about
paper beut repudiation. and abouk
ofther nostrunis, but there s only
one wav o pht the State upon a solvent

basis.  We must adopt the same procedure

as wouldl ho adopted in the conduct of a
farm or any industr undertaking: that
is. we must produce sufficient to enable the
cour tw to pay its way, Those piodncts
must be marketed at such a fizure as will
enabm them to compete with fhe products
of the world do not elaim for ore
moment tha o should bhe able to comnate
with a countrr like Rusain and its workine
conditions: bur we sh( ﬂﬂ he able to com-
pmo with ordinarv eivilisnd nml cnnduct-
1 cperaiion u;m] crdinary busine:s
o T we ean vesteve this countey to =uvh
advantagzeout position, then aw=d onls
then shall we he abile to voturn to nrospe rity,
and to provide work for sl end
comfn=t all ronnd
with very i

gene
franght

ve : I look
forward with econfdenee tn ‘the poople of
Queen-iand to vive the {aver unient an oppor-
tunity o covrs sl ihedr propesals into effoct.

L1 Sheayne.
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AMr. CONROY (Muranou) [3.27]: Hon.
members in this Chamber arc ut least agreed
upon one peint. We all deeply regret the
impendiag dopalturu of Iis L\(’ollwncv Sie
John Goodwin from this State. I heaytily
endorse the remarks already exprh «d con-
cerning Iis FExcollency. Queensland has beea
fortunate in recent years i the appointment
of (fovernors to this State. We had very
cxeellont Governors in the late Sir William
Macliregor, Sir Matthew Nathan, and now
Sir John Geodwin., I can only hope 1hat
the next appommlenn to the mnh othce of
Governor in this Staic will sult in the
selection of a man who wiil quy emulate
the example of the estcemed gentleman to
whom I have referred.

Thv annval lixhibition held last weck was
"'pOLtdr event in the life history

The finrncial were net

those of thr\ previous year

uld have been a

to Gureensiand 1f 1t
Tt is a gathorine that
attreets indusivious and ambitious men from
all pavts of the State anxious to exhibig
heie ability in the industrial and agrical-

el fedde. The w ctions on the part
of  these assisted  considerably
toward is of the Exhibition, and
demao L."mul 11\0 productivity of the Quecns-
land soils. I do not thisk the 0\11‘1:)1L~ waore
inferior to those of previous
and I was particularly impressed with
rit of the people who attended
Tt is an casy matter to held
an oxhibition and to make it a success in
good times; but there is always an air of
uncertainty as to whether it will be a success
ar ot during timx\s like the present. I
congratulations to the olfficials
v organised the displays of Queerslund’s
conlth, and 1 congratulate the exhibitors
hpOh their worthy efforts.

had been a

inoany way
TEALs

it is the exhibitors who make a success-
ful exhibition. They bring along their stock
and produce, which make the display and
enhance the interest. This year the quality
of tho exhibits wasz equal to that of any
previous occasion. While some may talk
of depression, to mec the fact that the Foxhibi-
tion this scar was such a good one reveals
a great expression of loyalty on the part
of the farmers, the graziers, the cattiemen,
and other persons who assisted to make 1%
a success.

In listening to the Premier last night, I
gathered from his vemarks that there would
probably he a stiil further reduction in
: <. I hope that it will not take place.
\ cont timoe the people in this State
are suffering from previous reductions i
waees: and, if o f&u‘thm‘ reduction tal
pinu it =il be almost impossible for most

m‘ thiim o live. Knowing the people as 1
ten wonder ¢ oun carth a mman can
fe ar - and live respeetably

vagas he b VCR,

rg
Bawxp: What are the Fe
vernment doing abouat it?

AMpr. CONTOY :
have noth

The ¥Federal Government
ing at ail to do with it. The hon.
ezl and marself reprosent  Queensland
intercit=, I am iallking aliout Queensland—
not abiout the otlizr States

st nmn' the hen. member for Cook
castigated the Premier of New South Wale
Mre. L and T would be within my rights
in dealing with the Premier in a similar
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manner; but we as Queenslanders should,
if we are capable of domn o, look after
ourse Jw It is the duty of “his Government

to look after the

people of Queensland;
therefore, T do 3

not think much of 1nt013ec-

tions by the 1non, member. I am a (Qucens-
landcer, and, like many hon. members 1 Ihls
House, T have lived all n in this Stat

%et us look after the intercsts of Quesns mvxd
ir

aﬂ,d the infarests of Australia  will

vhole community is at the
ring from a reduced pur-
¢ ng po,u owing to a 1‘<)d1' fion in
wages, the persous who are sufforing most
are the employess of the Railway Depart-
ment.  Not only have they suffored the
reduction that has been nmdc in wages, but
ther have been rationed, and many hundxeds
have been dismiszied. Men who have given
E s of faithful service to the de-
nent bave, on ronchmg old age, been
dismissed in order to make room for younger
men. I notice in the Covernor's Speech the
following remark:—
“ By careful man"vcmm‘t the working
expenses of the Railway Department were
reduced by £850,000.”

That reduction was brought about by a
reduction in wages and  dismissals in an
endeavour to bslance the ‘Budget, and to
meke the railwaxs pay interest on the cost
of conuiructicn. ILet us look at the working
expenser of tha department for last vear.

For the year ending 20th June last the
total receipts of the Railway Department

were  £6,420.955, whilst  the cxpenditure
totalled £4,892,148, which shows that the

receipts were considerably greater than the
expenditure.  The unfortunate position is
that the railway men are asked to meet the
interest payment on the railway indebted-
ness.  Without the intorest bill the ratlwazs
are paying. Why should the ii
employees be asked to make a sacrifics in
order that intercst mar be met, for that
is what the present position amounts to?
Almozst every person in Rucensland uses the
ratlw Why should they not pay a
cortain ammmt towards the interest burden?
Further, the Governament have reduced fares
and freights, and bhave compelled the rail-
way cmployvees to make good the difference
consecusnt upon that reduction. If the Go-
vernment irsist on making the railways
pav. why do so at the expenze of the
railway men? Why not make the people
who uee them share in the sacrifice? By
reduvcing  fares and freights and malking
good the loss of revenue b“ the mmn sal of
employees the Government are merely sacri-
ficing numbers of men and women who have
every vight to live.

Sneakine at Monto reecently the Secretary
for Railwavs promised the Burncit settlers
an cxtension of the Rannes line from Than-

geol to Dawes. The Rannes railwav docs
pot pay; ax a matter of fact. the loss to
date is £19.091. Vet the Government are
prepared to cxpend £38,000 on the exten-
sion of a nen-pazing line.

Mr. Muxwerrn: Your Government started

it and left it in an incomplete state

CONROY: I am speaking of the
on of tho railway. TIf t‘w Govern-
are prenared fo spend ancther £38.000
on a non-pavieg lire, whore does the argu-
ment of the Sceretary for Railways come in?
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Such an expenditure wounld add  another
£38.000 to the railway mdeotodncss, and the
railway employces would have to pay for it.

have been in
When they were
the Iouse, hon.
members  said, Vait until we get into
we will show you what we can do.”

'}hr v are ncw in power. In their fivst year

The present Covernment
vears.
- r

power for two
sitting on this

Hloore Governmont s‘n( wod a defieit of
£725,184.  In the seccnd year ther had a
deficit of £842.044.

Mr. BUTLER: What was Lang’s deficit

last wear?

2z, CONROY : I am uot concerned about
Lang, but I am concurned about what hon.
members said when they were sitting over
here.  When the Labour Government had a
deficit, it was duc to bad seasons, and when
we pointed that out, hon. members now on
the Government side laughed. Now they
are faced with a defieit of nearly £1,500,000
in two vears, and all kinds of excuses are
made. The newspapers are full of apologies
for what has happened.

all the promiszes that were
made during the election, the workers arc
in a worse position to-day than they were
previcusly. They werc told that, if they
changed "the Government. their conditions
would be greatl improved. They returned
the present Government to power, and how
are the workers faring to-day? They are
realising that the promises made by the
present Government are not being fulfilled
and that they will not be fulfilled. The
worlers, like everybody clse, are very hard
to satisfy. The Labour Government during
their term of office endeavoured to do the
best they could for the workers. They gave
them the right to live. The present Govern-
tent have only given them the right to
exist, and a very poor existence at that.

In spite of

words In connection
This matter was

I desive to say a fow
with the tobavco indus
dealt with by the hon. member for Warwick
and cther hon. members. The tobacco indus-
try at the present time promises to be a
good one, but, like everything else, there
s a dang~r behind it. in Augu*ft last
Senator Daly and Mr. H. A. Mullett iszued
a warning in regard to the tobacco industry,
and this is what the * Daily Mail” of 16th
August last had to say on the matter—

““The high prices which have been
ruling for Australian-grown tobacco have
attracted the attention of company pro-
moters and others to the possibilities of
companics formed to grow tobacco, and
there are now several such companies
which are seeking to raise money from
the public by way of bonds or shares.
Istimates of handsome profits are put
forward as an inducement to investors,
thn realisation of which fo the full is open
to serious doubt.

“For one thing, the production of
marketable tobacco requires expert know-
ledge and continuows supervision and
care, pavticularly in regard to curing,
and not everyone who takes it up can
reasonably  expect to succeed without
some failures. In anv case, it appears
probable that a large p“oportion of leaf
produced will be low gxago and growers
will be disappointed to find that the
prices realized will be much less than
they expect.  Morcover, owing to the

My, Conroy.]
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over-production is likely
which case prices must

presont boom,
to result, in
fail.

“In this connection the attention of
investors {avouring the purchase of
bonds or shares in tobacco-growing com-
parics is directed to the recent remarks
in the press of Senator Daly, Minister
in charge of devclopment. Therc are
definite indications, he considers, that
the acrcage under tobacco this year will
be about ten times that of last season.
Last year the area planted was some-
thing over 2,000 acrcs, while it is
expected that probably 25 000 acres will
be planted this season. It is estimated
that at 600 1b. of tobacco per acre, a
rather low yield, approximately 32, 000
acres should bo sufficient to provide for
the totzl Australian consumption.

¢ At present,” added the Senator, “there
is a boom about which I desire to issue
a warning, for many are rushing in to
plant who will fail as tobacco-growers.
A man can handle properly about 5 or
6 acres, and then he must work hard
and long. Good prices will prevail only
for the best leaf, and growers must
realise that present pricos are not nor-
mal, and at the apparent rate of expan-
sion of the industry it will not be long
before low-grade leaf will be unmarket-
able.

“ The superintendent of agriculture in
Victoria, Mr. H. A. M uUeLt has also
issued a warning regarding tobacco- -pro-
duction.  In a statement published in
the Melbourne ‘ 4ge,” Mr. Mullet said
that many farmers were proposing to
indulge in tobacco-growing in the belief
that it might assist them out of their
difficulties. It was evident, however,
from letters rcceived by the Victorian
Department  ef Agriculture thdt many
farmers were in complete i
the industry. and did not
technical shkill was neceded to pmduce
marketable leaf, and thot the crop was
normally subject to risks of failure.

“IMr. Mullett pointed out that the
industry was not one in which inexperi-
enced persons could hope to succeed.
One man, he said, could rot handle suc-
ceszfully more than 5 acres, and perhaps
owing to the smallness of area involved,
there scemed to be a widespread belief
that tobacco-growing pmeented a_golden
oppor’mmty for persons with a minimum
of capital. 8till, to a person with no
experience and very little capital, tobacco
culture was a bad risk.

“ It is evident from the fo1e"omg that

purchasers of shares or bonds in tobacco-
growing companies should rcalice that
the industry is essentially speculative,
and, in partx"ular that over-production
is hkelv to ensue with a consequent fall
in prices.”

We have seen the revival of tchacco- -grow-
ing which has recently taken place in
Queensland but, if the Government permit
company pro 'noters to take advantage of
the position, there will be a rush of specula-
tors to promotc companies for tobacco -grow-
ing purposes. The result will be that the
tobacco which will be grown will not be
up_to the nroper standard. This important
industry has fortunately been revived, and
it would be a great pity if it is a.Howe,d to

[Mr. Conroy.
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be controlled by company promoters. Let
us by all means grow a good quality of
tobacco-leal and supply our home market,
but we should not allow the industry to be
exploited by speculators, which would result
in an inferior quality of tobacco being pro-
duced, and the industry being put back into
the position it was in many years ago.
Many years ago tobacco was grown in
Queensland to a considerable extent; but
nothing came of it eve tuallv because the
quality of the leaf producnd generally proved
fo be not thub \;hxcn was roguived by the

market. ‘th:t we ought to do, and what
I would ask the Government to do without
dclay, is to provide as far as possible that

the to bacoo in hlctry shall be established on
right lines, so that, at any rate, it will not
get into the hands of company promoters or
others who have not a permanent industry in

view. Let us grow a good quality tobacco.
and then those who grow it will reap their
eward.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hou.
E. A. Atherton, Chill=goe) [3.51]: I take this
opportunity of congratulating the hon.
member for Gympie on the very sound speech
he made when moving the Address in Reply,
and al:o the hon. member for Toownamba ou
the very able manner in which he saconaed it.

T join with the rest of hon. mempers in
pressing my high appreciation of the ser-
of Sir John (locdwin as Governor of
Quecnilahd I think that everyone will agree
that during Y{1 ! s term of office
he has douve } his very umet in the interests
of the Siate as a whole, and that he has not
spared himeelf in any way. He hag travelled
to the m remote corners of Queensland in
order that he might get first-hand informa-

tion and bacome personally w\wmntLQ with
local conditions. I am quite sure that we all
regret the e "ly anticipated departure of
oth  His E wcellen y and Lady Goodwin,
Lee: wuse both have vxm od themselves to the
people of Ouc sl {Hear, hear!)

After listening to the speeches on the
Address in ncr)lv by hon. members opposite,
am eon at the people must feel
sleased U}a ' no longer con txollcd by
I i of the calibre of hon.

T the Oppo=ition benches.
*m\one must. be ite satisfied after hear-
ing their specches that many of them should
vror he in Oneersland at all. Thev should be
down in New South Wales on the benches

2

=

2

»Q

PRy

with Mr. Lang. It is no use their denying
the fzct that they ave behind Mr. Lang,
be e I definitely cay that they are.

2Ar. Beprorn: That setiles it.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The

smber was settied as scon as Carring-
t. (Government laugh-

hon. m
ton got into that tex

tor.) What prompts me to make that asser-
tion i+ that w stand that at the last
Mew Scuth Wales election the members of

the Queensland Cpposition were so much in
sympathy with Mr. Lang’s pohcy that they
could not get over the border quickly enough
to kelp hira. I understand that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was oune of the mem-
bers who went over the border to assist, I
understand that the hon. member for Balonne
was arother, and that the hon. member for
Clairns also put his W{right behind Mr. Lang.
“o Gueensland can rest guite satisfied that
the majority of the Labour Party on the
Opposition benches are right behind Mr.
Tang. 1 think hon. members will all agree
that Lang’s policy in New South Wales has
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not only brought ruination to New South
Wales but has also brought disaster to the
_whole of Australia. New South Wales to-day
is in a most deplorahle condition; and I say
that, if the present Opposition swere in power
in Qu(\onslnpd we would find thix Btate in an
exactly similar pesition.

The percentage of unemployment in New
South Wales is very considerably in cxcess
of that in Queensiand and altogethor the
position in the mother State is in a deplor-
able and chaotic condition. No one has any
opportunity of sccuring employment, and
many people legaily entitled to their savings
arc wsable to utilise them. AI their lives
they have striven to save a “small sum to
help them in a time of diffieulty; but these
sums, which were deposited from time to
time in the State Savings Bank, cannot now
be made available for them. The Lang
Government enacted legislation of such a
revolutionary character that confidence
waned, and the bank closed its doors. The
money beld in trust by that institution repre-
sented the savings of the honest, hard-work-
ing people who had struggled for a lifetime
to make provision for a rainy day. Unfor-
tunately, the rainy day has arrived, and dif-
ficulties are pouring down upon the people
in that unforiunate State. Disaster has over-
whelmed the people, and the depositors are
unable to resort to their savings for relief,
The Larg Government passed such legisla-
tion thst there was o altornative but to
close 1w deers of the bank.  Apparently,
the Labour Pariy in Qucensland stand for
that policy, because they were prepared to
assist to veturn Mr. Lang to power
he might introduce his wrecking legis

Mr. BEDFORD:

3

Lang is a curse; but he is

only the resuit of a woree curse, named
Bavin.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The

hon. member for Warrego knows full well
thut the New South Wales Government arc
unable to redeem thousands and thousznds
of pounds worth of coupons that have had
to be dishonoured because funds arc not
available. What a terrible finsn.cial posi-
tion! The little storekeepers in the Sydney
suburbs  and the sterekeepers in country
centres are unable to obtain cash for their
dole tickets, or coupons, as they arc called.
When they approachied the Yreasury with a
view to redeciaing those documents, they
were told that no inoney was available.
Can any State hope to continue along such
lines? Certainly not! The State of New
South Wales constitutes a unit of the Com-
monwealth; and the detrimental legislation
passed by the Lang Govo rnment hqs had a
bad effect upon people overseas. They are
unwilling to come to Australia and to
Queensiand  while those conditions prevail.
T need only amplify my statement that New
South Wales is in a worse position than
Queensland by stating that, whilst the deficit
for Oueondand last year was £842,000, the
doﬁn]t in the neighbouring State was between
£3,000,000 and £8.000.000. What a vast dif-
fereace ! Had Queensland been governed by
a Labour Government, the deficit in this
State would have approached the figure
achieved by the New South Wales Govern-
ment.

My, Porrock: The deficit on Chillagoe
will be just as big before you ave finished.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: T will

tell the hon. member for Gregory something
about Chillagoe before I conclude my speech.

[19 Avaust.]
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During his
Umc‘/)haxdu

speo(h, the hon. member for
advocated the socialisation of
1 do not think he could have bean
1 as well as every
saster and ruination
bot 1t in Tussia by the socialization
We thank C;od that we are not
tion Russia is in fo-day. It is
wble fact that the adoption cf the
7 of scialisation Of industry in Russia
hus moeant the death of thousands and thou-
sands of pnople from starvation and expo-
surc.  We hope that that will never occur
i Quecnsland.

i the p
an unden

14

The members of the Opposition are con-
{inually taking the Government to task for,
as they allege, continually reducing wages
in order that this State may be brought out
of the economic mire 1t vis in. There
is no basis for their accusation, nor can
there be any argument on the question.
They have only to compare the basic wage
in Quecnsland with the basic wage in the
Commonwealth and the other States of Aus-

tralia. That comparison will reveal no
ground whatsoever for their argument. I
noticed a telegraphic message in to-day’s

press stating that the basic wage in South
Australia has been reduced by the Board
of Industrs from 12¢. 6d. to 10s, 6d. per
day, or £3 3s. per week. It is well that I

K)u]d remind hon. members opposite that

he Goverament in Scuth Australia is con-
rJo lled by FLabour, under the Premicrship of
Mr. Hill.

Let us go further afield, and take the
basic wage in Victoria, where the Govern-
ment is also composed of Labour.

Mr. PorLock: What is the use of boasting
of a high basic wage in Queensland when
ouly 40 per cent. of The workers enjoy 1t?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
unemploged in Queensland numbers only
onc-half of the workers unemplosyed in South
Awstralia, where the basic wage is £3 3s.
per week.,  The basic wage of the Federal
Arbitration Court—and a ILabour Govern-
nrent is in control in the Commonwealth
Parliament—is £3 0s. 9d. per week. What
is the basic wage in Qucensland, controlled
by a Tory Government, as hon. members
opposite term us? It is £3 14= per week.

Western Australia—which is also controlled
by an anti-Labour Government—has a basic
wage of £3 17s. per week in the metropolitan
area and £3 18s. on the goldfields. The
facts arc that in the three States in Aus-
tralia controlled by Labour Governments,
the basic wage is much lower than it is
in two States controlled by anti-Labour Go-
vernments, Hon., members opposite can gain
nothing by always decrying the Goverament
because the basic wage has been reduced
in this S8tate. There is no member of the
Government Party who is anxious to reduce
the basie wage. LVElV hon. member on this
side realises the serious position of the
States, and he realises also that he has a
duty by this State, in which he has the
honour and privilege of residing. That is
more than many hon. members of the Oppo-
sition realise. They fail to realise that duty
and responsibility of looking after the wel-
fare and integrity of this State.

Mr. Forey: At whose expense?
workers !

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not at
the expense of the workers, as I have proved

Hon. E. A. Atherton.]
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to-hon. members opposite. We are paying a
higher basis wage here than is paid in either
South Australia or Victoria.

Mr. Forey: To those who are getting it.
The SECRLITARY FOR MINES: A

higher percentage of the people are getting
it i Queensiand than in any other State of
the Comuonwealth. No one knows that
hetter than the hon. member for Leichhardt,
who has only to study the official statistics
to learn that Queensiand has 50 per cent. less
wnemployed than the next best State in Aus-
tralia.
Mr., Beproun: It was always so.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In a
comparatively  short  period the naticnal
income of the Commonwealth has dropped
from £650,000,000 to £450,000,000. Our posi-
tion, in a ‘mt:hcl], is that we have to live
on £200,000,000 less per year than founoxl}.
The unfortunate posttion is that, if they do
realise it, hon. merbers opposit’e are not
prepared to grapple with the position, but
merely adopt their present agtitude in order
to court popularity.

The present Government have made an
honest endeavour to meet the situation. It
is all very well for hon. members opposne
1o say, ‘“ What about the man on the land 7
Surely it must be apparent to those hon.
members that a drop in national income to
the extent I have indicated must, of neces-
sity. reduce the return to the man on the
‘land.  Whercas formerly he may have
received, say, £1,000, with a drop of 30 per
cent. he will onlv receive £700. Hon. mem-
bers opposite tallk glibly of imposing more
taxation on that man. Both the Leader
and the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion stated that they would make up
the difference by increased taxstion. The
Federal Labour Government thought all
they had to do was to impose extra taxation.
If T understand them aright, it is contended
by bon. membhers opposite that the deficit of
£41,000,000 in the Commonwealth could be
\nped out by further taxation of 20 per cent.
on the interest derived from Government
securities and on incomes exceeding £250 per
annum. The Federal Government have
realised very foreibly that that will not meet
the position. For the year 1928-30 the Com-
monwenlth  revenue from  taxation was
£58,200,000. Although further taxation to
the extent of £30, OOO 070 has been imaposed,
it is estimated that for the yvear 1931-32 the
total revenue will be only £50,000,000, which
is £8,000,000 less than the amount received
last year even with the further taxation since
imposed. The very same thing would happen
in Queensland; baut, as I said before, the
Labour Party has n'Jt a. broad enough vision
to realise that, with this reduction in produc-
tion, natulally the 1noom€‘ of the producer
comes down; and, if the income of the pro-
ducer comes down h@ has not got the moner
to pey the tax. Anybody can impose as
heavs a tax as he likes; hut it is quit
different matter to collect that tax.

Mr. Forry: Ho is not liable if bhe does
not earn the money.

The SECRETARY FOR
has not carncd the money,
use of imposing the tax? The pcople of
Queensland  realise that they are in a
fortunate position in not having a Labour
Government countrolling Queensland at the
present time.  We do not deny that the
position in Queensland is bad. The position

[Hon, £ A. Atlerton.
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in every State in Australia is bad; and we
are quite prepared to accept the responsibility
of what has been done during the past two
vears, 1 venture to say that the people of
Queenslend recognise that what las been
Gone has been done in the, interests of the
majority of the people of the State. We
on this side do not cater for one secction,
and one soction alone. Apparentiy we cun
see  further ahead than members of the
Opposition. We must all admit that we
are kept here by the producer on the land;
and, if wa throw the producer off the land,
we shall all have to walk out of this House.
Queensland 1= living on the wealth she can
produce.

Mr. Fougy: Every country is doing that.

The SECRETARY FOR MINIS: Yes;
every country- is  doing that.  We do
occasionally hear a sensible remark from the
hon. member.

Mr. W. Foreax
do that.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member must have a fearful job with
those peonle of his. (Laughter.)

Several complaints have been made about
the ax leCFLI ce that \vm W1a,nteq to prospec-
tors. The hon. member for Queenton said
there had not been erlough money advanced
for prospecting. The hon. member for
Charters Towers had a similar complaint,
and the hon. member for Paddington—well,
his remarks astounded me, because he said we
are not prospecting in Lhc right place. 1

venture to say that, if we all knew the
right place in which to prospect, the hon
member for Paddington would not remain
sitting here two seconds. (Laugh: c1) He
would be out right on the spot. No one
kunows the proper phch to go prospecting be-
cause if they did it would not be prospecting
Appavently the hon. member was not awars
of the definition of prospecting. When you
go out prospecting, you only go out in “the
anticipation that you will find something
or locate something.

Mr. Haxwox: You prospect for gold in
auriferous country.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If you
leave out the western plains, 90 per cent. of
what is left of Qucensland is auriferous
country. After what we have done for
prospecting, I was astounded at the remarks
of hon. members opposite. W hen  the
TLabour Government were in power, we wore
told that they were very sympathetic
towards the prospector. Thev were very
anxious to uplift the State a Tittle further
through p10~pcctmw and through State
stations—which apparentls were a hvge
succoss for someone, but not for the Stafe.
In 1827.1928 they expended a sum of £6.5685
in wid of prospectine. and in 1928-1929 the
expenditurs was £9.005.

In 15%0-31. althourh the Opposition com-
pilain that we wore not liboral cnough with
our assistance towards prospecting, 1’10_“%q
than £24.216 was advaneod m thd* divec-
tion, as agains £15.500 which they advanced
during the last two years ‘hey were 1
power.

iIr. Porrocz: ¥From what funds?

The SECRFTARY FOR MINES: We ex-
wended £12.123 from the pwapootmg fund,
anJ £12,060 odd from the uncmplovmbm

Sumitg: We all have to
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reliel fund, The Labour Governmeni only
expended £6,588 from the prospecting fund
in the period T have mentioned. I do not
think thsre is any force in the complaint
of hon. members opposite.

I.et us compare those figurcs with what
has been done in the other States. In Vie-
1011(1 ther have camps formed, and mcen out
working. They have got hostels for them,
and guide them in the right direction.

Mr. A J. Joxes: Victoria pays 8s.
week.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Victoria
psys the cworbitant sum of 8s. per week.
The hon. member for Paddington knows
that for a long time Victoria has not been
paying more than about &s. per week, whether
a man is single or married, whether he has
twenty-one children like (’Sullivan or has
not got any—all he gots 1s 82 per week., In
New South Wales—the mode} State, accord-
ing to hon. members opposi

Mr. BEprorD: This was a model State for
iifteen years.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Does
not give any munotary allowance whatever.
All they give in that State are rations to
the extent of 5s. 10d. per weck per man,
irrespective of whether a man is married or
single.  Queensland, under the very strin.
gent circumstances which obtain, is giving
to married men no less than £2 per week,
and to the single man £1 por week, as
against Vietoria’s 8x.,, and New South Wales
5s. 10d., for ratioms.

Mr. Porrocw: What amount of gold has
been found?

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: The
production of gold for the last six months
was 4,170 oz., and for the previous six months
3,175 ox—an increase for the latter period
of over 1,000 oz. The gold production of
Queensland for the twelve months increased
approximately by £5,000. I think all hon.
members ave quite pleased at that increase.

Nir., Porrocx: If it is true, we are.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I ven-
ture to say that the hon. member will never
qay that I have made a statement on the
floor of the House that I couid not sub-
stantiate.  If he likes to go to the Mines
Departmens, he will find fmt my statement
is quite correct. I would impress upon every
hon. membher of the ¥louse not to judye
ather men by themsalves

Mr, Porroce: If you apply that to mse,
you will be all right.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Gregory said previously,
¢TIl us about the loss on Chillagoe I”” The
loss on Chillagoe at 30th June, 1931, was
£18,222 2. 10d.

Mr POLLO(‘R Theat 1s a big price to pay
for holding your scat.

The SHECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes;
Lut in a minute I will tell the hon. member
what it cost to hold hir. Theodore’s seat.

per

The loss for the vear ended 30th June,
1931, was £18,322 3s. 10d.

Mr. Storrorp: How much mineral was
produced ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do

not krnow; but I say definitely that we pro-
duced more copper than was ever produced
in one year under Labour Government.

1931-—-2 A
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Mr. Srorrorn: VYou cannot say  that,

bhecanse you tcll us that you do not know
the figures.

The SECRUTARY I deo

FOR MINES:
not Lnow them accuratoly: I have them in
not got them in my
tha’c of that totail
the operating loss—
incurred on the working of
£1.813 4= 3d.; and the
sich is atiributable to the buying of
s when copner was at £60 per ton and
having ‘o s¢ll 2t £40 per ton, was £16,508

18s. 7d.
Mr. PorLoci:
1 t

'ril nosition
loss of £1 1,822 7. 1d.,
that is, the Jc¢

SIMCH e —Wil

Vou have not dragged in

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Leave
the speech to me, and the hon. member will
wish he had never been bern. (Laughter.)
He says that 1 have not dragged in the
railways vet. The firet thing I was respon-
sible for doing when wo started at Chillagoe
two vears ago was to increase the freight on
cre to Ch lagm by approximately 40 per
cent. What has the hon. member to say to
that? Previously we were carting ore from
Cloncurry to Chillagoe at 14s. 7d. per ton,
and I immcdiately increased it to 20s. per
ton. The reason our loss has becn so small
is that we bave made an honest endeavour
to make Chillagoe pay. We are working it
on an cconomic basis. We have not worked
Chillagoe just for the sake of a few people,
but in the interests of the State. When I
quote the figures fer the last years under
T.abour Covernment and compare them with
the figures for the vear under this Govern-
ment, the difference will astound them; and
I am quite definite in saying that we pro-
duced more copper during that period thau
was ever produced in & year under Labour
management. or the vear 1925-26 the loss
was no less than £155,893 8s. 5d.

Mr.  Srorrosp: How
treated ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It does
not matter how much ore was treated. What
concerns me iz what amount of bullion was
preduced. Then, for the seven months ended
o2nd February, 1927. the loss under Labour
Government was astounding—#£156,126 2s.
11d.-—or £22300 a month. Our loss for a
whole vear has been only £18.000: and, as
I have already pointed out, £16,000 of that

vas caused through the fall in the price of
me . Hoen. membnla will realise that it
was not through bad management. On 28th
March, 1930, the American price for elec-
trolytic copper was £83 per ton, and we
were buying on the basis of that price, but
within twentv-four hours the price fell £25
per ton.

My, Porrocw: We had the same difficulty.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Hon.
members did not have the same difficulty.
I have all the prices here. (Opposition inter-
ruption.) During 1924-25 silver realised
2s. 7d. per ounce, but we had to sell at 1s. 1d.
per ounce. Copper realised £68 per ton in
1924-25, and we had to sell as low as

%6 per ton. Copper was never so low before
in the markets of the world. The lowest
price previously, I think, was in 1898, when
American electrolytic copper was quoted at
£41 9s. 4d., but last week the price was
£36 17s. 8d. per ton. During 192425 lead
realised £35 per ton, and during 1825-26

Hon. E. A. Atherion.]
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£E7 per ton,
In tbat year lead realised
£33 per ton, or a drop of only £2 per ton.

copper realised
1

or a drop of
only £1 per ton.

During that year silver increased by 1d.
per ounce, the price being 2s. 8d. per
ounce, Fuxmg the period of seven months
when the Labour Government made that
gigantic loss of £156,000, the price for silver
was 2s, 4d. per ounce, cop’)el £65 per ton,
and lead £27 10s. per ton. During the
period of three years that the Labour Go-
vernment were opmatmv the Chillagoe smel-
ters the fluctuation in the price of copper
was only 37s. 6d. per ton. It is no use the
hon. member for Paddington saying that the
Labour Government had to contend with the
-difficulties confronting this Government.
They had not.

Mr. A. J. JONES:
by £9 per ton.

The SECRTARY FOR MINES: During
the three years referred to the prices of lead
were £35, £33, and £27 10s. per ton, respec-
tively. The average price for copper was
£70 per ton. It is no use hon. members
wopposite trying to put anything over this
Government.

Mr. StorFORD: Are you paying interest
and redemption on the capital value?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We are
paying the same amount of interest and
redemption as was paid by the Labour Go-
vernment, and that is nothing. The Labour
Government did not pay anything in that
direction, and we have not paid anything.
We are conducting the smelters on the same
lines as the Labour Government in that
respect. The Labour Government did not
pay interest or redemption, nor did we, and
our loss per month over the past twelve
months was £1,500, but in the case of the
Labour Government it was £22,000 per
month. I wish to repeat that the present
Government are making an honest endeav-
our to grapple with the position with a view
to placing Chillagoe on the map.

Mr. A. J. Joxes: You enjoy the benefits
of the present rate of exchange.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Cer-
tainly, but a lot of the metal was sold
before we were able to obtain the benefit
of the exchange.

Mr. Forry:
operating now?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: One
furnace is operating. We are running Chil-
lagoe upon a sound economic basis, but the
Labour Government conducted the smelters
disastrously so far as the State was con-
cerned. Mark you, I emphasise,
the State was concerned.”

Mr. Forey: How many furnaces are
-operating now, and how many were operated
by the Labour Government?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
Labour Government sometimes conducted
two furnaces, but very seldom. They had no
occasion to run two furnaces. That was
the result of mismanagement,

Mr. BeproRD: You are not smelting lead.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Irre-
spective of what hon. members opposite
may say, 1 definitely state that we have

made g better attempt to conduct the affairs
of Chillagoe, and that is borne out by the

[Hon. E A. Atherton,

The price of lead fell

How many furnaces are

so far as
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figures. The Labour Governiment made &
loss of £156,000 against our loss of £18,000

Mr. FoLey: You arce working on a dlﬁelent
scale.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
are working smelters on a different scale.
I hope that I shall never be connected with
an institution conducted on a scale similar
to that adepted by the Labour Government.
That is my most sincere wish. I do not
want to have anything to do with such a
thing on that basis.

Mr. A. J. Joxes: What about the scale
that I recommended in 18267

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I know
all about the scale recommended by the hon.
member. His scale was down in the
Townsville Harbour—a scale off a great big
fish. That was his scale—a scale off a shark
—and some of the sharks were never in the
water. I am sorry that I have devoted
so much time to the discussion of Chillagoe,
but I was prompted to do so by the remark
by the hon. member for Gregory.

The Government are sincere in doing what
they believe is best in the interests of the
State, and are not out, as the Labour Party
'\Iwa,va are, to court Uopulauty with a view
to winning the following election. We realise
that the position of this State is such that
the time has arrived when we must live on
the wealth that the State can produce. The
position of the Stste is just the same as the
position of a family.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man has oxhaustnd the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Question—** That the Address in
be adopted ’—put and passed.

Reply

SUPPLY.

ConstirrTioN oF COMMITTEE.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E.
Aubigny): I beg to move—

“That the House will, at its next sit-
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider the Supply to he
granted to His Majesty.”

Question put and passed.

Moore,

WAYS AND MEANS.
CoNSTITUTION OF COMMITTEE.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigny): 1 beg to move—

“That the House will, at its next sit-
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of Ways and
Means for raising the Supply to be
granted to His Majesty.”

Question put and passed.

REGULATION OF SUGAR CANE PRICES
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND REALING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora) [4.33]: When
this Bill was initiated in Committee, I gave
hon. members quite a few facts deahng with
the sugar mdu«txy and its progress and
growth, with a view to assisting them on the
second reading stage. Since then a great
deal has happened. We find that those per-
sons who were growing and dealing with cane
on unassigned Tands had swung into line, with
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the result that all parties are now 100 per
cont. behind the Central Sugar Cane Prices
Boavd in this matter. The very fact that
Parliavent was practically unanimous in
assisting the Government in their objective
has had the desived effee! of bringing the
recaleitrsnt growers into line.

The whole object of this Bill is to secure
the enforcement of the agreement which was
made between the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and this State. The importance of that
object necd not be stressed, because we all
know that it is not only the right and proper
thing to do, but in a time like the present,
when production all over the world is so
great, that it is a fair thing that we should
legislate to enforce the agreement and pre-
vent any action being taken to interfere with
our happy relations in the matter with the
Commonwealth Government. It was unfor-
tunate that there should have been any dif-
ference of opinion on the subject; but it was
fortunate that Parliament happened to be
sitting at the time and that we were able
to get to work immediately, and both sides
of the House being in unity on the matter,
the desired effect was achieved without any
trouhle. I am particularly pleased with the
position at the present time,

At this stage it may be advisable for me
to make some reference to several amend-
ments which in the interval it has been
found necessary to bring down. After my
explanation of the reasons for these amend-
ments I believe they will be accepted by hon.
members. I did not have an opportunity of
seeing the amendments myself until a few
moments ago; but that was due to the fact
that they have only just been made. I made
arrangements for the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to be supplied with them.

Mr. W. Forgan Sumrra: I have not seen
them yet.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I gave instructions that the hon. gentleman
was to be supplied with a copy. I can
assure the hon. gentleman that he has no
cause for alarm. They are really conse-
quential amendments on the amendment
 which I brought forward originally. It was
necessary for me to have them redrafted
in accordance with the advice of the drafis-
man. I will explain those matters later.
Following on the finalisation of its assign-
ment policy, the Central Sugar Cane Prices
Board came further up against the matter
-of controlling production owing to the fact
that the assigned land of the canegrower
as described 1mn the ¢ Government Gazette ”
may, and generally does, contain a greater
area than the assigned area. For example,
a portion may contain 200 acres, while
the assignment granted is for 80 acres. A
grower can, therefore, say he is within
his rights so long as he only cultivates 80
acres of cane on auy part of the portion of
200 acres. This means that, as soon as the
production declines on the first 80 acres, he
can let that go and replant on 80 acres of
virgin country within the portion. This
mnaturally means an increased supply of cane
to the mill. This again defeats the board’s
policy that there shall be no planting on
land that has hitherto not grown cane.

It is unfortunate that this should have
taken place; but hon. members will realise
that many growers are very casual in their
methods of management; and it has been
found that the information which the secre-
tary of the board got when he went North
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was not sufficiently definite to allow the
board to move on sound grounds. Thab

. . ; H y
resulted in cortain misunderstandings; and,

although the board has been operating for a
few years, it has not yet obtaincd the desired
information. Of course, it may be possible
for accurate information to be obtaincd
where, say, a mining company employs a
survavor to mark out a particular work-
irg; but hon. members will understand the
difficulty of farmers giving absolute accu-
rate information in respect of 60 acres under
cane in a holding of 400 acres. As I say,
a grest deal of unnecessary work and mis-
understanding has been caused by the lack
of information to which I have referred.

The amendment is to prevent a grower
from substituting virgin country for his cane
acreage, even though the virgin country is
on the same portion as the area which has
been assigned to him. Unless that were
done, it is possible there would he further
over-production. Our object is to prevent
over-production to a greater extent than is
provided for under the original scheme.

Mr. W. A. RusseLL: A grower could
increase his output by extensive manuring
of the land.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is so. In the South Johnstone and
Tully districts, although it is mostly new land
and is wosnderfully productive, a certain
amount of manuring has taken place. As a
natter of fact, growing operations arc being
carried out in a most scientific manner, In
the Mackay, Bundaberg, and Isis districts
extensive manuring of land has also taken
place, but that has been taken into con-
sideration by the board; and naturally there
will be no increase under ordinary condi-
tions because due regard has been paid to
that matter. Hon., members will realise
that, if we allowed growers to transfer
their cane acreage to new land and probably
put a kick into that land by extensive
manuring, it would upset all the calculations
which have been made. .

My. W. Forean SwmiTH: Another point is
that the man with a large area, if he is
allowed to substitute another portion for
canegrowing, will be at a distinct advan-
tage as compared with the small man.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes; that is -a point. he man with a
small area of land will be compelled to
cultivate that area alone, while the man
with a large area, as the occasion arose,
would be able to cultivate a separate area,
consequently he would have a big advantage.
Legal advice has been obtained by certain
mills that a mill is bound to accept as
cane grown on assigned land all cane of
a certain quality grown on the gross area
assigned, and that the said gross area is
not restricted to any particular part of the
land covered by the description of a farm
appearing in the ¢ Gazette’ notice, but
may be taken from any part of an area
covered by such description.

We have all the organisations representing
the growers and the millers behind us in
this amendment, which is going to beat that
legal opinion, because, if we allowed that
opinion to be put into effect, it would
spoil the agreement between the Commion-
wealth and the State. When assignments
were gazetted the Central Sugar Cane Prices
Board intended, broadly, that the area

Hon, H. F. Walker.]
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covered by the gross assignment would be
the area ir use for the cultivation of cane
at the date when the material information
was obtained in the district concerned by the
board’s officer. As I pointed out a little
while ago, all that information was obtained
by Mr. Henry, the sccretary to the board.
He went North and interviewed various
people in the sugar districts, and ceme back
with a volume of information of quite a
valuable character, but, unfortunately. it
was weak in regard to where the land was
situated. It was not possible for the Central
Sugar Cane Prices Board to define accurately
the particular gross area assigned in the
“ Gazette” of 10th April, 1930, and sub-
sequent  “ Gazettes.” for the reason that
plans of the actual farms of cancgrowers
were not in their possession. Ion. members
representing the sugar industry will remem-
her the ‘ Gazette” notice which was sent
out in 1930. I was surprised when that
went out, because the answer came back that
the farms were 100 por cent. efficient. It
is most difficult for the Minister to find out
exactly whether the assignments are on
sound lines or not. To be quite candid, up
. to the present time the board does not
secem to have had any definite basis for
assigning land. This was due to the many
difficulties which occurred at the time the
work was taken over bv the Central Sugar
Cane Prices Board. The position is most
difficult to remedy on account of Queensland
being restricted to a certain production.
At 4.43 pm.,
The CramMAN oF Cowyirrees (Mr. Roberts,
Fust Toowoomba) relieved Mr, Speaker in
the chair.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
If we could only produce another 100,000
tons of sugar per annum, it would give the
Central Sugar Cane Prices Board an oppor-
innity to rectify matters. As no plans of
the farms were in existence, it was not
possible to prevent questions arising as to
the particular arca assigned by the board.
The fact that the organisations of the
farmers are right bechind the Geovernment
in this matier proves conclusively that 1t is
the only way to grapple with the question
at all quickly. The Bill will give the
Ceontral Board power to define accurately
the gross arca that is assigned in each
instance. This will be in accordance with
the Central Board’s intentions, and will also
give the board power to declare the per-
centage of the gross arca which shall be
harvested in any year. These are two very
important peints. It is not intended that
the area covered by the percentage allowed
for harvesting shall be definitely specified.
That is to say, the percentage may be
harvested from any part of the gross area
assigned. The gross area will not include
any new areas that have been substituted in
lieu of old areas, the substitution of which
has not been approved by the Central
Board. I understand that in one particular
district this has taken place. We are giving
the board absolutely a free hsnd. and, if it
does not carry out its duty, it will be well
known to the canecgzrower: of Queensland,
who will have the right of removing their
nominee.

The Central Sugar Cane Prices Board will
have the power to grant an apnlication for
substitution of one area for another as pre-
viouslv, and will no doubt do so provided

[Hon. H. ¥. Walker.

[ASSEMBLY.] Prices Acts Amendment Bill.

it 13 satisficd with the reasons submitted witl
such application, That is giving it the
opportunity of showing its ability, integrity,
and administrative powers in carrying out the
Act. In fact, there is no reason to suppose
the Central Board will alter any practice
hitherto adopted by it, as its powers have
not been in any way diminished. It will
have the same power, but there will be no
power of appeal.

The trouble at present in connection with
substituted areas is mainly confined to one
centre. If not checked, however, it would
certainly grow and cause further over-produc-
tion. I intend to have a good deal more to-
say about that particular area, and to show
what they are getting in comparison with
other districts in Queensland. T saw some of
the representatives of that district a couple
of nights ago, when they indicated that they
would swing into line with the others.

In connection with the need for restricting
production, I will quote paragraph 240 of the
majority report of the Federal Sugar Inquiry
Committee to show how matters stand as
between the Commonwealth and the State—

“We are strongly of opinion that
there is no justification for ‘any further
increase in the Australian production
for many years, and we consider that
every cifort should be made by the
authorities to keep production within the
present limits.”

Not only in Australia, but in every sugar-
producing country in the world the need for
curtailing output is being felt. This is evi-
denced by the fact that Cuba, Java, Ger-
many, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, and
Belgium are all parties to the Chadbourne
plan, and have all made very definite sacri-
fices in the interests of the agreement by
limiting production. Java had a carry-over
of 610,027 tons from 1830. By the end of
the current season that may be increased to-
more than 1,000,000 tons.  What they are
going to do with it is hard to say. There
is ovly one way—that is to restrict produc-
tion, which they are doing. We are not
restricting production in Queensland, but are
merely marking time. Argentina is limiting
its output to 368,000 tons. Kurope is reduc-
ing her beet crop area. In countries sup-
porting the Chadbourne plan, the area reduc-
tion equals 19 per cent. The United States.
is also reducing her beet crop area by 13.5
per cent. All other countries arec compelled
to adopt some form of limitation of output,
and are active in erop regulation.

Let me give some idea of the world’s pro-
duction of raw sugar and consumption. I
shall not give the details, but simply say that
in Turope, Asia, Africa (including Mauritius),
South African Union, North America, South
America, Australia, Fiji, and otber islands,
the world production works out at 29.600,000
tons, and the consumption at 27,020,000 tons.
In other words, there are 2,500,000 tons more
produced than can be consumed in the world.
That is the unfortunate thing.

Mr. W. Foresn Syite: More than you
can sell—not more than you can consume.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am subject to cerrection, because I recog-
nise that the sugar problem is a particularly
difficult one.

. Mr. Prase: People have no money to buy
1t.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I admit that there is a lot of truth in what
the hon. member says—people who are ont of
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work have not the spending power. We have
only to look at what we are spending here;
but I do not think that is affecting the
sugar industry so far as Australia is con-
cerned; I know that we have to take that
factor into consideration.

As to the value of the sugar industry to
Queensland, especially from the viewpoint
of close settlement, we have to remember
that there are about 9,000 growers and
30,000 workers depending on the indus-
try. The wages paid are something like
£6,000,000 annually, and the value of the
sugar output to the State is approximately
£10,000,000. Fon, members will see from
those figures that it is one of the finest agri-
cultural industries we have in Australia.
There is only one better that I know of—
the dairying industry. In view of the
importance of the sugar industry to this
State, therefore, we must all agree that fric-
tion amongst the organisations which are
concerned in it is undesirable, We do not
want to have auy competition, industrial or
political, amongst ourselves with regard to
it, because it would do us harm from an
Australian point of view. If we had little
injustices rankling in the minds of people
interested in the industry, they would be
magnified by visitors to Queensland or by
persons reading about them, with the result
that there would be chaos.

The value of our sugar export is abous
£2,000,000 per annum, and I think that
figure is due %o some extent to what we
know as the British preference. Hon. men.-
bers all know that the principal coastal
towns of Queensland are mainly supported
by the industry, and that, if we took the
sugar industry out of the coastal belt of
Queensland, we would practically kill those
towns. Townsville and Rockhampton may.
perhaps, be excluded from that category
because of the pastoral and other industries
behind them. but towns like Mackay, Innis-
fail, and Cairns are almost wholly supported
by the sugar industry, and, if anything were
done to injurc the industry, all those towns
would suffer tremendously.

As to the efficiency of the sugar industry
in Queensland, it is only neccessarvy to nen-
tion, so far as the growing side is con-
cerned, that the tonnage of raw sugar pro-
;iuc-cd per acre under cane increased as fol-
ows 1 —

Tons.
1900 1.19
1520 1.88
1929 2.41

So that the yield of

. . TAW sugar per acre
doubled in thirty years.

On the milling side there is a similar
story, and the efficiency of the industry in
this respect is demonstrated by the following
figures giving the tonnage of cane required

to make 1 ton of sugar in the countries
mentioned ;-
Tons.
Queensland, 1929 6,81
Natal, 1929 .. 10.06
Hawaii, 1929 8.50
Java, 1923 8.72

These figures will give hon. members an idea
of how progressive we have been, and how
successful have been the efforts made by
those enzaged in the industry.

The policy of restricting production by
means of the peak-year scheme is the only
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one to pursue. I wish to emphasise that
point, because it is onme on which I am
particularly keen. Sugar being a controlled
industry, we must keep our legislative
machinery in order, and, as Wweaknesses
become apparent, it is necessary to amend
our legislation accordingly. From time to
time, of course, amendment of the regula-
tions has to be considered, but on this occa-
sion an alteration of the Act itself is
required, and once a decision is arrived at—
it does not matter whether it is in regard
to the sugar industry or anything else—we
have to get to work and do what Is required
quickly.

I am particularly pleased with the pro-
grezss and the unanimity that have been
achieved on this occasion. Speaking on the
initiation of the Bill, other hon. members
and myself said that the sugar industry
itself was right bekind this amendment. In
support of this statement, I wish to quote
the pnblished comments of the two sugar
organisations—the Australian Sugar Pro
ducers’ Avsociation and the Queensland Cane
Growers' Council—as they appeared in the
“Daily Mail” of the 8th instant. The
secretary of the Australian Sugar Producers’
Assoeiation, who was one of the Queensland
representatives on the recent Federal Sugar
Inquiry Committee, said, inter alia—

“The propoied aniendment gave defi-
nite authority to the Central Sugar Cane
Prices Board that it should have had
many years ego. From the point of
view of defining the area and boundaries
of the assigned land, it should be wel-
comed by canegrowers and millers who
have the interests of the industry at
heart When the Central Board
had carried out its work of certifying
to boundaries and areas, there was no
doubt that the restriction of sugar teo
the requirements set down under the
present policy of the Commonwealth
Government would be much more easily
attained  Really, the amendment will
clarify the position.”

Thke secrstavy of the Quecensland Cane
Growsya' Couneil stated-—

1t iz a Bill that the sugar industry
is right behind, and it is in accordance
with the wishes of the industry.”

‘hese statements can leave no doubt in the
minds of hen. members as to the desirable
ness of the Bill. They have been made by
the vepresentatives of the official organisa-
tions intimately asrociated with the sugar
industry. A depuotation from the industry
waited upon me the other night. T antici-
pated that I would have scimae difficulty.
because T felt that there had been some mis-

s ; However.  ceommon o

. and, after T had given an ¢
pation  of the RBill, the deputati
expressed the unanimous wish that it should
beeome law. The deputation compriscd—
Messrs, W, DL Davies, A, H. Nuttali,
W, H. Dcherty, aud R, Muir, repre-
sopting the Queensiand Cane
ore’ (unetl

serers’ Association ;
1. Warner, Babinda and Mul-
grave mills: '

Mp, TLOCC
Praducars’ sociation;

AMr. F. Gilmor South Johnstone mill
and Mourilyzn growers;

Hon, H, V. Walker
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Ar. J. T. deNamee, South Johnstone
growers and the Tully mill;
Mr. 8. 'T‘hﬂodm , Tully growers; and
Mossrs. Svnuh, T. A, Powell, and
A R HCan members of the Cen-
tral Sugar Cane Prices Board.
These gentlemen z‘epms\ nted the great sugar
industry, and they all sgrecd with the pro-
poscd leristation. \atu'“ally I have been
guided by the advice and views of those
engaged 1n the sugar 1ndu~,t1v in preparing
this legi “\uun “hlch I conﬁuu’tlv recom-
raend to hon. members. Before concluding,
I would like to explain to the Leader of the
Opposition that I found it necessary to have
the draft Bill amended in a number of minor
particulars; and, in view of the number of
amendments necessary, it was considered
advisable to redraft the whole of clause 2.
I have much pleasure in moving—
“ Thab the Bill be now read a secon.d

time.’
Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
[4.59]: I do not propose to offer any objec-

tion to the Bill at this stage, but I should
Like to reafiirm what I said at the introduc-
tory stage—that the time has arrived when
Parliamont should review the whole of this
legislation with « view to bringing it into
ine with modern requirements. In saying
that, I speak with o full knowledge of the
emstnw law and of the history of the law
itself.
When the Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices
Act was first introduced by the Government
I was a supporter, it laid down

of which I
a new principle of control in the industry.
It was the culmination of long efforts to
grant a measure of freedom to those engaged
in the industry. It laid down a system of
crderly control among all sections engaged
in the production of this commodity.

The Central Sugar Cane Prices Board
cztablished under the Act was given certain
uthor! Amongst other authoritics that

ere given was the power to assign land.
The object of that was not to restrict the
areas of land under production, but to pro-

vide for the orderly marketing of the cane.
and io ensure that a £anegrower whose land
was assigned to a particular mill should have
cane CLuSth that was of good quality and
of a variety not bauned by the Act. The
mill was then bound to accept and crush
that cane, while the conditions of harv esting
and payment thevefor wwere to be subject
to an award mad under the scope of the
Act. That was done for the purpose of giv-
ing L)rotect on ‘to those engaged in “the
industry; and it was also (]eslfrnod to pre-
veng an*’ victimisstion that mn"bt take place
between miller and grower. In other words,
it p“ondcd that coorcion should not be
excrcised against farmers to force them: to
accept conditions less faveouwable than they
could obtain from the board. ’
In the carly stoges of thia measure a sood
deal of litivation resulted, Cor
rictary mills obj"dod to provi .
Ack and awards made by the Central Sugar
Cann ”11(( Board on the ground an they
interfered th their businaoss. *Ia Spily, in
almost all cases the Government won {hose
lawsul Thus the w.zd*‘c ited. and
this method of adi

ing the law given
ct to. Il received general support among
hiofly concerned.

reference to the question of

s, which is

ign-
the main purpose of thiw

. Walker.

ment
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Bill, under the 1817 Act land that was
\111)plvmv cortain mills was automaticaliy
assigned te the mills that they were then
supplying., Later on, there werc in some
cases, no doubt, variations by agreement,
and in other cases by application. With
the improvements in “the capacity of the
various mills, and improved methods of culti-
vation, a new problem arose for the Govern-
ment and the Central Sugar Cane Prices
Board to deal with, More canc was converted
into sugar than could be sold in Australia
at a payable price. The problem of export-
ing the snrplus sugar arose, and that part
of the production is known as ¢ the export-
able surplus.” For some yecars past Queens-
land has been producing more sugar than
s required for the Australian market, and,
as a consequence, we have to sell that sugar
in the best markets-available. Happily, up
to the present we have been able to secure
rebutes in duties in Great Britain, which
has essisted the industry to some extent.
In other words, these rebates represent to a
certain degree a form of preferential tariff
on Dominjon-produced sugar. Nevertheless,
that preference is not sufficient in itself to
justify a continuance of the production of
any large cxportable surplus. The greater
the surplus exported, obviously the lower
the average price becomes for those engaged
in the industry.

hon

Taking the sugar consumed locally with
the surplus sold abroad, the net price
realised Dby the industry last year was a
little over £19 per ton, which 1s appreach-
ing the price which was available for raw
sugar in 1915.1918.

The Miunister pointed out that quite
obviousiy the Government have to carry out
their agreement with the Commonwealth
Government in good faith. That is so; and
it is a matter for congratulation that the
Commonwealth Government have seen fit
to renew the embargo for a further period
of five year The system of orderly con-
trol in the industry is one that appeals to
me, and one that could with advantage—
with certain variations, of course—be applied
to certain  other Australian industries.
Under the system of control by the Contmon-
wealth and the State Governments, there is
rationalised or orderly control from the
peint of production right through to the
point at  which the consumer purchases
sugar over the counter. of a grocer’s shop.
Due regard is had to all economic factors.
and all intcrests arc conserved under these
agreements. Certainly, as conditions change
from time to time, variations in detail may
be casential; but the general principle of &
continuation of that policy is one that must
appeal to all who have the best intore
of Awstralian industry at heart.

Tuder the Regulation of Sugar Cane
Prices Acts we provide for the canegrower
gotting an award for his canc; and we
stipulate that the mill shall accept that cane
and pav for it under awstd conditions.
Undm' the Sugav Aequisition Act we provide
for the acauirement of that sugar by the

ate and itz sale and distribution to the
various refineries, which, in turn, give their
R0T for certain  fixed commm“lhom
Further, the workers engaged in the indu
try have the protection of the Indus
Court awards 50 fur as wagoes and conditions
of lahour are concerned. It will be sven,
therefors,  that the tem has received
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genersl support In the community, and is
one which is firtaly established in the minds
of most Quecensland people.  We are not
considering to-day any departure in prin-
ciple from what I have enunciated, but
merely the extcn:ion to some extent, of
that principle. I reiferate that the Central
Sugar Cane Prices Board has in recent
years been forced to assume functions that
were not anticipated in the early stages of

the development of that board. The Com-
monwealth Government, in their agreement
with the State, definitely and deliberately

called upon the Government of Quecnsiand
not to increase the exportabls surplus and
thereby reduce the average return to those
engaged in the industry. As a consequence,
the problem of sssignment of land naturally
bulks largely in the minds of the cane-
grower.

The matter- of assignments 1s cne that
requires reviewing in order that it may be
placed on a basis that cannat seriously be
chalienged. It will be found that, under the
operations of the variow enadmmt the
extent of the gross and net area assi fned in
varions districts not only varics as between
mills in a district, but also as between
farmers in a distriet. It will be found that
in rome areas 100 acres mayv be assigned in
some cazes, and quite a small acreage in
other cases.

At 5.10 pan.,

My, SpeakER resumed the chair.

My, W. FORCAN SMITH: That is due
to the fact that these lands were assigned
in the early days, when the problem of sux-

plas production had not obtruded itself,
{Lud snyone desirous of engaging in the
industry and having suitable land could

obtain w suitable assignment by arrangement
either with the bo rd or thloLmh the mill
in the arca. Pot that raises the question
that the board will have to formulate and
lay down definite principles upon which, in
the fulure, assiwnmenta shall be grar‘ted.

The Minister referred in the course of his
speech to the question of substitution. Under
this Bill, in order to carry out the arrange-
ment to prevent any undue increase in ‘rhe
surplus production, the Minister eaid that
it was the intention of the Government to
prevent the substitution of arcas. That may
be nocm%mv for an obvious reason. If a
100 acres of suitable eane Jand
and he can transfer a 30-acre assignment
to any porticn of that land, it is obvious
that he has a great advantage over another
man with an cqual assiznment on a smaller
arca, and to the extent that he is allowed
to get that advantaze he is receiving the
return to hi if, but is also at the =ame
time upsetiing to some extent the scheme

which has lLren adopted for the regulation
ahd control of the mdwtrv I am not offer-
ing anv objection fo the control under the

method adepted, t it will be found in
acturl administration that the bosrd will

have power to grant variations

nents when the eireumstences ]
"‘"‘1’lclf on, Tt Aty \11 bl. o [Axs
hiccted to a question of fr

be put forw
of sm arvea the beard

; will nue
the rmht to grant that substituti

I [ <o that the board will have
powes fl()’””l time to time to vary any oxist-
ing ne .Mnmmta that mav be set out in the

proclamation. I mention these things becanuse
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the Minister will realise that it is necessary
that they should be brought out in the
debate, so that no alarm will arise in the
mind of the bona fide grower that he may
bhe subjected to urfair tle’xument as against
any other individual engaged in the mdus~
try.  The point to emphasise is thut th
board will still function, and will still hzw
power to grant assignments and vary assign-
ments on caum shown by the parties con-
cerned. he board will continue to function
in an oqu itable and just manner. Fach
case can be heard and determined on its
merits. If a case for an alteration can be
establizhed, the board can grant such altera-
tion wherc the facts of the case warrant such
a departure or such variation. That is the
exact position, but I am cmphasising this,
and making it clear because of the fact
that many growcers throughout the State
may be peltulbed about the position, and
be led to assume certain wrong things by the
passage of this measure. Ah'eadv T ‘have
scen letters in the newspapers deahn" with
the question, and, if assurance is given to
the growers that where a case exists for the
variation of an assignment, the board has
still power to grant that variation, then
vou will satisfy those engaged in the industry
that the system of control on a just basis
will continue, just as it has bLeen established
in the past.

Ar interesting feature about this Bill which
requires to be emphasised is that the Central
Sugar Cane Prices Board is the sole autho-
rity which will fix assignments, and will be
able to establish what area on a given farm
shall be the assigned area. In other words,
its certificate will he sufficient evidence that
the instructions of the board have been
carried ont, and there will be no appeal
from the decision of the board in that respect.
That is done with the definite purpose, I
have no doubt, of policing the area so as to
provent any undue inflation thercof cither
by accident or counivance.

noint to emphusise is this—the

iTinister did not mention this in his speech,
hm it 1s just as weH to make it clear ‘hv
Central Board is ziven what might be termed
v_\'trn_]-nbcmi functions. under this Rill. Tt
is given greater author than was the case
in the p=st. In other words, the Central
Board will. on the passage of this measure,
he wiven largelv the same powers legally as
the In(“cwtriﬁl Court, and that, within the
ambit of the ]m‘ltd}m’on of the Central Board
no appenl will lie to any other ‘uthority.
That is clerr, and that is the intention of

the Government.
ey

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICTLIURE: Yes.

TORGAN SMITH : Ti needs to be
that the status of the board is
cased and that it is being given
it be described as Cvtmwmcml
Tn othor words, its decigion in
o within the scope of the law
i t be subject to

That iz in accord-

] 1 -of the Iall

Indvatrial  Court in oxer-

iction, It is nofos‘%’ny that

that avthort exist.
Ohvionsly, 1swe htmatn\“ were per-
mitted, peany “difficultics might arize from
time to T“ 1o, for example, 1 .

[« T

against the deci-ion of the boas tz opera-
tiows for the or dm control of t}m, crop In
any one vear might be seriously hampered.
In addition to that, men who could ill "Hm&

M. Smit
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it might be involved in litigation of an exten-
sive character, so I do not offer any serious
objection to this departure in the law; but
it is worthy of eraphasis, because it is a
definite and important departure. It is
worthy of note that under the existing Act
the Chairman of the Central Sugar Cane
Prices Beard is a Supreme Court Judge, and,
as such, exercises the power and authority
of that position. But if at any fime an
alteration is made in the law relating to the
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act, that
extra-judicial authority to which I have
referred in this Bill will h\we to be given
due weoight in the consideration of any
amendment that may be proposed.

Ancther feature of the rmeasure which is
worthy of note is that it volidates a number
of Orders in Conneil and rmula jons. I have
no douht that that 1: done beeause the Min-
ister desives to make sare that anything he
has done in the past shall not be clmllcn’red
It is an interesting example of goxernmcnt
by regulstion referred to so well by Lord
Hewart in a standard \\crk that has had a
wide vogue roccnllv In that direction I
would advise the Minister to be very careful
about Lhe powers that he exercises under the
regulations to issue Orders in Council. How-
ever, the nurposce of validating those Orders
in Council is to carry out a policy already
agreed upon by all those concerned, and,
therefore, is net likely to be subject to any
legal c‘)ﬂwultv on the part of thess who are
1m01ested.

The Bill is one that is dqsned by the
(;overnmevt majormv It is, I understand,
supported by the sugar associations con

cerned, the people who Imve becn empowered
under statute peised by this Chamber to
speak on bhehalf of those engaged in the
industry. The Cane Growers” Council was
cstablished by Parliament while I was Sec-
retary for Agriculture, and is given certain
statutory power, and every member of the
Cane Growers’ Association established under
that Act is a member. In other words, the
Minister, by means of this and other Acts.
is perpetuating a “Qtevn of preference to
unionists that might have interesting impli-
cations in other dircctions. The Minister
is not intorfering with that. However, I
venture to suggest that, inasmuch as all
the canegrowers arc members of this agsocia-
tion, under the statute passed while T was
a Minister, it _has the right to speal as the
competent uthorltv n eLpross'nn‘ the views
of the people interested. It is proper that
that eystem of organisation should continuc.
Where an industrv is w organised con the
producing or any other side, the organisation
so formed can be very helpful to a Minister
in the administration of any Act of Parlia-
ment: but that, of course, does not abolish

Ministerial and parliamentary responsibility.
For any Act pasied by this Parliament,
Parliament itself is ~pﬂ°1b1e. Hon. mem-
hers have to scrutinise it for themsolves,
and be satisfied ©s to ite equity and jus
tice. If if a recomnmenslation of an
association and embodics its viey i

sage is, nevertheless, the rospons
Parliament. Parliament must approve or

veject the principle,

I repeat thas the problem is becoming,

more complex every

veferrer! to the fact
being produced in the
sold,  He made the mis
more was being

[#r. Smith.

vear., The Minister
that more sugar is
world than can be
¢ of saying that
produced  than could be
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consumed. The position really is that more
sugar 1Is being produced than can find a
suitable market. Many people cannot afford
to buy sugar. Some of the sugar-producing
countries, particularly in Central Europe, are
exporting sugar because they have mno other
currency—because their peoples have no
other means of purchasing the things that
they require. So that in countless different
directions the difficulty has been accentuated.
In Cuba thew have the same problem, and
in various other countries also.

The point I want to make is that the poliey
idopted by the Government n Qucomldx\d
in regard to the production of sugar and
embodicd 1n this Bill is an amplification_of.
ov is designed to some cxtent to give effecs
to, what 1s known as the peak-year scheme.
¥ find that, with the best intentions in the
world, in the desire to control one phase
of an industry or solve one problem, new
problems are constantly being crested. No

one can sag definitely thet the peak

scheme or tho scheme amplified in th

is the last word that can be said on this
prohlem. At the best, it is a rough and
ready method of dealing with a reconnhod
diffienlty. It may ¢ a rough approxima-
tion 1o justice, but the cssontiz\l probiem

remains.  In relation to the cultivation of
cene, the growers who have assignments have
acquired them either by lony usage or by
means of permit To some cxtent a vested
interest s L(\"W built up sround those
assignments That raises the problem of
the man who comes into the industry later,
and the problem of Crown lands and other
lands taken up for sugar-growing in recent
years. I am quite satisfied th‘lt, as time
goes on. these difficultics may become more
acute, Having regard to these facts, T am
quite satisfied that the fime is coming for
a full review of this method of control of
the industry. 1 have already pointed out
how entirely different has been the opera-
tmn of the Central Sugar Cane Prices Board
from what was expected when it was called
into being. The board had to do the best
it could with the data available. I am
satisfied that it is the duty of the board,
of the Government, or of Parliament to lay
down a formula for the equitable assign-
ment of cane lands throughout Queensland,
to provide for a transfer of land., and to
stipulate the conditions under which assign-
ments can be transferred.

The Minister

well advised to
consider mlmudv what I said at the intro-
duetory stage of the Bill. when I recom-
meuded the appointment of a parliamentary
solect committee o review the question.
The individ s whom I recommended are
quite capable of undertaking the task. I am
not aliogethior wodded to the appointment

v committee to undertake
tigation; buf it is essential, in the
mt ) of the ('10 land sugar industry,
mt 1}10 whole maticr be reviewed with a
view to sstablishing a form of orderly con-
trol on a sou basis than exists at the
presont fime, mm““bv providing standards of

t interests concerned,

would be

The RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: OQuite
suund,

Ifv. W, FORGAN SMITII: It will be
for 2! that, as time goes on. and as these
vousted inberests contre rouna assignments of

and greater ploblu s will be
veor, and that the system of

cane land, now
creat=d cach
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transfer of assignments as well as substituted
arcas will become problems that the board
will, no doubt, have to deal with later on.
I am not offering any objection to the pas-
sage of this Bill; but I recommend to the
Minister that he establish a scund form of
investigation to consider the whole problem
with a view to removing existing difficulties.
with a view to sunphf ring pmcndvue and
with a view, perhaps, of providing a better
basis than now exists. Parliament, the
department, and the board obtain additional
knowledge as a rvesult of the experience in
administering a measure of this kind. There
is & gradual and general evolution proceed-
ing all the time. With improved varietics
of ecane, and with Improved methods of
cultivation. the problem presents many
phages.  The accumulated lmowledge  and
experience of those engaged in the mdastr
ard of those who understand the economics
of the ind should be mobilised with «
view to arriving at conclusions, so that the
Act muy be bro ught up to date snd many
things that are now complex simplified.
This would result in benefit to the industry.
and, through the industry, to the pcople of
the State.

The IOME SECRETARY (Hon. .J. C.
Poterson, Normanby) [5.281: There i3 o cor-
tain amount of cane land in my electorute.

My, Bruce: Where?

The IOME BSECRETARY: At TFlaggy
Rock and at Carmilla.

Mre. W. Foresy Suira: You may have

more cane land in your electorate after the
redistribution of the electorates.

The HOME SECRETARY:
mind if all the cane ,land in Queensland
came into my (loctorate We new propose
to vest certain powers in the Central Svgar
‘Cane Prices Beard.

I would not

Mr. W. Toreaw Surmu: Extra-judicial
powers.
The ¥OME SECRETARY : The board

will be called upon to give a decision after
hearing the representations on behalf of the
growers, and its decision will be final and
without the right of appeal.  The board has
not given the satisfaction that the growers
expected.

Mr. Prasg: Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY: I realise that
it is not possible to give satisfaction to
everybedy; but I believe thut, .\hen the
Bill "is passed, greater satisfaction will be
enjoyed and m‘owtor fatitude will be extended
to the growers than has hitherto prevailed.
1 have had evidence in my clectorate—
whether it is tlue or not I cannot say—that
the Central Sugar Cane Prices Board has
granted assignments of up to 60 acres to some

men and assignments as low as 10 ucres
to others. That surpasses my comprehension.

I hope that, with the assistance of the addi-
tional power that is being granted to it, the
board will extend a mecod of justice to the

growers who have not received satisfaction
in the past.
I have repeatedly brought complaints

under the notice of {he Central Sugar Oane
P Board. I have always received a
rectyped reply that nothing ‘couid be done.
Trom 1t point of view, the board has
-definitcly overiooked certain responsibilities in
‘f‘ﬂdf rerard. The Minister has assured me—
and we know it—that under the powers vested

&l
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in the board it can rectify the matters com-
plained of; but, if it feels it cannct do so,
then this Bill will confer greater powers upon
it on the lines suggested by the Minister. If
the difficulty cannot be overcome with the
passage of this Bill, then we can overccime
1t by increasing the representation of the
growers on the board. { am not sure that
we have enough growers’ representatives on
the board. If we had a growers’ representa-
tive for the North and a growers’ representa-
tive for the Southern division, perhaps the
infusion of new bleod on the board might
stimulate it in giving greater satisfaction in
the direction I have indicated.

The President of the board is a judge.
That gentleman may have a very shrewd
knowledge of the industry; but up to the
present time I have come to the conclusion
that the best persons to adjudicate in cases
Jike this are people who have a very deep
interest in their own industry. I hope that,
when this Bill is passed, the board will give
particujar attention to thes many grievances
now existing. The Leader of tho Opposition
pomt(\d out that the time is ripe, and the
Becretary for Agricuiture acquiesced, for a
aho,oa"rh overhaul of our sugar legislation,
and so bring about a condition of affairs
which will mean not only better conditions
for the growers but greater stability with
respect to a:swmnex‘t\ These factors will
make for the betterment of the sugar indus-
v, I ly rose on behalf of my con-
siltuents the northern portion of
my electorate to voice my protest against
thie apathy shown to their interests, and to
express the hope that, when the Bill is
prised, the board will give greater considera-
tion to their wishes than it has done in the
past.

2. BRAND (Burrum) [5.32]: I am quite
peeved that the hon. member for Herbert,
who represents a larse sugar- glowmg con-
stituenc has not risen before me. I hope
that he will rise after me.

This Bill surrounds the whole question of
restricting sugar production, therefore, it is
one which might be open to some criticism.

Mr. Dasi: Didn't the Minister put the
case for the Bill before you?

The Minister gave
tory of the Bill. He convinced
the ()p])OﬂLmn that the Bill is one which
should be passed in the interests of the indus-
try. Whilst there may be some criticism of
it in soine quarters, I am pleascd to know
that at least the divergent political opinions
reprosenied in this State are at one on the
Bill.

Sincs the war the sugar industry, like many
mhe_ p‘lmalv industries, has made wonder-
ful pro That is due to the clarion call

made during the war that all producers were
o produce more. Tuu‘e was one great cry at
the time, and that was “ Produce ! Produce !
Produce I That appeal was made by the
Prime Ministor of the Cemmonwealth, and
the sugur industey wus encouraged to extend
ca under cultivation. So much so that
in after wvears succeeding Commonwealth
Governments offered special and peculiar
protection to safeguard the industry. In 1916
Australia produced only 192 831 {ons of sugar.
During the same year no less than 125 047
tons of sugar were imported. Tast year
Australia produced 535,164 tons of sugar, and
of that qnantltv 209, 856 tons were exported

oversca
Mr, Brand.}
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There would be no necessity for restriction
of this commodity if its price on the world’s
market was such as to enable the sugar
producers here to export at a profit. TUnfor-
tunately, however, sugar is one of those
commodities in respect of which we have
to compete, at least so far as the overseas
market is concerned, with a product grown
under black-labour conditions.

Mr. W. ForaaN SuyrH: Even under those
circumstances we find Jamaica claiming that
the world price is too low to enable it to
carry on successfully.

Mr. BRAND: That is so. We have to
compete with countries like Java, Cuba, and
the British West Indies, where the wages
range from 1s. to 3s. per day, and where
even under those conditions it 1s impossible
for sugar to be exported at a profit. Many
of those countries are exporting at a tre-
mendous loss. How much more difficult,
therefore, is the position in Queensland,
where we grow our sugar under white-labour
conditions! TLast vear the sugar oxported
abroad totalled 209,000 tons, which was a
greater quantity than was produced in Aus-
tralia in 1916.  After receiving the benefit
of a favourable exchange and of a British
preference to the extent of £4 per ton, the
net return to the industry was only £8 5s.
per ton in respert of the sugar exported.
That is the reazon why it has been necessary
to call a halt to the production of sugar,
and why it bhas been found necessary to
introdvee a Bill such as this to restrict the
areas of cane cultivation in Queensland. In
this resnect we are only following in the
footsteps of many large sugar producing
countries, where in such cases a five-vear
plan has been adopted in order to restrict
the output of sugar in an effort to stabilise
that industry. So serions was the position
in the British West Indies that the British
Government sent a Commission of Inguiry
there, and that commission found that, with-
out British preference, the sugar industry
would collapse.

Trrespective of the decree of the Prime
Minister that we have to restrict our sugar
output, it is incumbont upen the State to
take this step of its own volition, in order
to preserve the industry as we have it to-day.
It may be considered a backward step, but
it must also be realized that the sugar indus-
try is a_most important one, not only from
the production point of view but also from
the standpoint of the white Australia policy,
which is «o firmly established in this country.

Under this F

: Rill we are giving verv far-
reaching powers to the members of the
Central Sugor Cane Prices Doard. The
millers and the growers have equal repre-
sentation on the board. A Supreme Conrt
judge presides over its deliberations. and he
is assisted by two Govermment nomirees.
As tha powers proposed to be conferred will
mainly fall on the shoulders of th- millers’
and the erowers’ representatives. it is essen-
tial that thews eentlemeon shonld carrv out
their duties with justice to all scctions of
the industry. A grest resnonsibility is placed
uvon the board under thi= Bill, and it must
stand-un to that responsibility. Tt will have
much  zreater responsibilities than it has
had in the past. and the members should he
such s fo aive absolute satisfaction to tho
whole industry,

I listened a fow moments ago to the ITome
Secretary; and, so far as the administration

[#r. Brand.

[ASSEMBLY.] Prices Acis Amendment Bill

of the board is concerned, there is great
dissatisfaction over the assignment question.
That fecling exists in practically every sugar
arca in the State. There is the question of
substitution and the question of transfers.
Many farmers desire to substitute areas
assigned for others on the farm, to make
the working of the farm more convenient.
In the matter of transfer and sabstitution
the board will have to deal with equal
justice to every mill in the State. The
board will not be able to make fish of one
and fowl of another. In my district the
Gin Gin Central Mill has been applying
since 1928 for an assignment of land and
the transfer or substitution of land, and it
has not been able to get satisfaction, while
in ancther locality a mill of similar capacity
is able to get that justice.
Mr. Crayrox: I put my case very well.

Mr. BRAND: My experience of the sugar-
growers is thst they can always put their
case very well. as they have an excellent
organisation. I want to see cvery mill in
the State given equal justice in the matter
of transfers or substitutions. This matter
will come before the board; and it is going
to be brought before the Minister as time
goos on; and I hope the board will do
justice to the responsibilities that are now
placed upon its shoulders.

In many arcas various changes become
necessary, partienlarly in the growing of
cane. The attitude that the Central Bugar
Cane Prices Board has adopted in regard
to the growing of certain cancs concerns me
very much. We know that certain cane has
been put on the  disapproval” list; and
in the case of Uba canc it seems to me &
cortain penalty is placed on it by a certain

mill. and in the case of another wmill the
penalty has a different value. I cannot
understand the reason for thst. Some of

the millowners in the Bundaberg district
recently desired to grow this cane, and gave
the growers an option to grow it with a
penalty. in the case of Bingera, of 21, 6d. a
ton; in the caze of the Isis Central Mill, no
penaltw at all; while the Central Sugar
Cane Prices Board has awarded a penalty of
3s. 9d. a ton in some cases and of £1 a ton
in others. A penalty of £1 a ton on sugar
produced from Tba canc in future years has
been intimated by the Sugar Board, and,
so far as I can see, it has made the announce-
ment on a mere statoment made to it and
rot on the facts of the case. It should be
the duty of the Sugar Board to investigate
this matter again.

I am vea to understand that in con-

nection with the Fairymead mill at Bunda-
borg last yesr approximately 70 per cent.

of that varietv of cane was grown, and the
refurn {rom the mill disclosed that it could
make o ton of sugar from about the same
number of tons of cane as any other mill in
the district growine other cane. or growing:
what are 4ormed ““moble” canes.  If Tiba
ane dieeloecs that,  under Queersland
conditions, it does not contain the refrectory
juices that it is known to contain in Africa,
and if it iz proved that it can give a greater
quantity of sugar per acre than other cane.

then, in my opinion. its growth should
hoe  peormitted 1 do  not think that
the  (eatral  Bugar Cane Prices  Board,
although it has had the matter before
it every year in Bundaberg, has taken
the trouble to gect sufficient cvidence to
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enable it to determine the penalty that
should be imposed with regard to thab cane.
If 1t has, it scems p(‘Luhal that some mills
are prepared, of their own volition, to offer
to the growers the right to grow that cane
with a lesser penaltw than the board is pie-
pared to imapose. In view of the extent to
which Southern Qucensland is suffering from
the ravages of disease, I t{rust that the

Central Sugar Cane Prices Board will give
the matter attention: and. if these disa-
bilities do not exist. ‘will  see that the

penalties now provided are taken away and
farmers are allowed to grow that cane, if
not without some 1‘65trict10n ‘at least under
approved conditions. 1 send my sugar to
the Colonial Sugar Refining C‘omparw mill
at Childers. That company gives the right
to growers to grow that canc under approvs‘d
conditions, with a penalty of 5s. per ton.
That penalty of 5s. takes into consideration
the £1 penalty that the Sugar Board has
intimated will prevail next vear. Taking
these things into consideration, we find that
outside Fairymead those mills which have
given the right to gvow fhat cane have
intimated that the penaltv should not be
as severe as that Imposed by the Central
Sugar Cane Prices Board.

I trust that the Minister will see that
justice 1s done in this matter. He was
asked certain questions this afternoon by the
hon. member for Port Curtis velating to this
cane and fo the action of the Central Sugar
Cane Prices Board. Thore are guite a num-
ber of other cquestions that could he asked

on the matter. Growcers should be able
to grow a cane if it is considered a desir-
able and efficient cane to grow. I have

gone into thix matter vory fulls in the
Bundaberg district from the growers’ point
of view, and have found that Uba cane is
one of the highest quality canecs we have.
Experience has shown me that that cane over
an average of clg vears has given an
average vield of 23 fons with an aversgs
cee. of 14, and that is considered to be
exceptionally good. A cane like that should
not be condemned by any tribunal if the
interests of the cancgrowers of Queensland
are comsidered. After all. it should not he

forgotten that the Central Sugar Cane
Prices Board was brought into b Mng  to
assist the cane farmers of this State, and 1

hope it is going to continue to do so.

Mr, WIENHOLT (&
realise the many difficultie
question end indeed ihe whole of the indus-
try.  No man in his scnses would be hostile
to or under vuluo the enovmons hnportance
of the cuzay industry lo Oneensland iu par-
ticular Australin as a whole.  The

and to
Minister very ]mpmlv coupled  the sugar
5 7

indusiry with the dairvi @ xndust1v~alld ]
might add the wheat industrv—as examnples
of industrics which have done so much
to  promote closer settlement ihroughout
Australin. I want to mske it quite plain
that in giving any vote on this measure I
do not give a vote which will c¢nable
it to be =ald that I anprove of or

¢ vesponsible for  the principle of
ing the ontout of an highly valuable
food. esprcially »t a time of wioat 2nd grow-
ing dizstvess throughoui alt I believe
dut pure « rar mnsEt o vory high
in the lizh of stan (L1 “d foodz— v third
—for childven. at anv rate. 3 we find
curselves in the position of actually procesd-
ing to give liceuses to grow  sHo com-
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modity, then I say we are getting into
very doep water indeed. We must remem-
ber that in rvshi(’ting production  we
are also restricting employment; and that
in itself gives cause for very serious thought.
1 believe that nothing can do more serious
harm to the sugar industry in the estimation
of the public of Australia than the fact that
we are actually restricting the production of
sugar by md‘qddtorv means. The question,
of course, is wrapped up with and vitally
concerned in the question of fixing the price;
and I bhelieve that, looking at the matter
in the widest sense, at a time like thiz, it is
also in the interests of the industry itself,
that there should be vome reduction in
price in order to increase the consumption of
this commodity by the Australian people.

Question—“ That the Bill be now rcad a
second time "—put and passed.

COMMITTER.
(3fr. Roberts, Fast Toowoomba, in the chair.)
Clause 1— Short title and construction > —
agreed to.
Clause 2—° Neew scetinn 6a—Certificate of
Central Board «s to assignment of land 7~
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
(Hon. H. ¥. Walker, Coorcore) [5.54]: 1
beg to move the fol}owmg amendment : —
“On page 1, lines 16 to 22, both
inclusive, and page 2, lines 1 to 24, both
mclmne omit the propossd new section,
and insert in ]L(,u thercof the followmg
new section :

‘[6a.] Notwithstanding anything
contained in this Act or in any
other Act or in any law or rule or
process of law to the contrary—

REDA

wre ary question has arisen
before the passing of *“ The Regula-
tion of Sugar Cane Prices Acts
Amendutent Act of 1931, or shall
arise, subseguent to the passing of
such Act, as to what land has been
or may be assigned to any mill,
pursuant to any Order in Council or
notice made or to be made pursuant
to the provisions of this Act, in the
cage of any particular grower or
growers, a cortificate of the Central
Boavd under the hand of the secre-
v, as to the area and boundaries
any !nnd. being the subject of any
h  question which has alrcady
seil or which may hereafter arise
as aforesaid shall be final and con-
clusive, and shell be binding on all
courts. boards, or persons, and -hall
not be appcaled against, reviewed,
quashed, or in any way called in
qirestion in any court on any account
whatever.

‘A2 The  Central  Boeard  may
the pereentage of  any
assigned arvca from which enne shall
i rear one thousand nine hun-
=d and thirty-onn in any subse-
suont vear b( taken delivery of by
rbu millownsr if tendered, and not-

withstandirg  anything to the con-
irary *n any »X\t contained the mill-
owner's obligaiions skall be limited
accordingly.

‘(3. The Central Board shall have
exclusive jurisdictior to construc or

meaning of any such

interpret the
Hon. H. F'. Walker.]
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certificate or any amendment there-
of which the Central Board may see
fit to make, and any such construc-
tion or interpretation may be given
on the application of any person
interested or by the Central Board
of its own motion.””

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Hackay)
[5.55]: I would like the Minister to give an
explanation of the effect of the amendment.
It is true that the Minister has made certain
alterations in clause 2 as drafted, apparently
for convenience. In the first line on page 2,
the words ‘“or notice’ are inserted after
the words “ Order in Council,”” and the clause
reads—

¢ Notwithstanding anything contained
in this Act . . . Where any question has
arisen before the passing of * The Regu-
lation of Sugar Cane Prices Acts Amend-
ment Act of 1931, or shall arise, subse-
quent to the passing of such Act, as to
what land has been or may be assigned
to any mill, pursvant to any Order in
Council or notice made or to be made
pursuant to the provisions of this Act
. . . shall be final and conclusive and
shall be binding on all courts . . .”
The clause provides that any Order in Council
made pursuant to this Act and accompanied
by a cortificate of the Central Board under
the hand of the secretary shall not be
appealed against, reviewed, quashed, or in
any way called in question in any court or
on any account whatever.

This clause gives very far-reaching power
—power that confers the extra-judicial
authority to which I referred in my second
reading speech. It is an important depar-
ture in the administration of law, and one
that should not be treated lightly by this
Parliament. The Minister may be able to
satisfy Parliament that there is a good and
adequate reason why the board should be
given this eoxtra-judicial authority—power
that is vested only in a court like the Privy
Council. The Orders in Council are not to
be appealed against in any court. That is to
say, an Order in Counecil issued by the Go-
vernment of the day upon the recommenda-
tion of the Minister concerned shall not be
capable of being reviewed in any court. To
the extent that such power becomes law the
rights of the appellant are circumscribed.
There are certain legal rights inherent in any
free community, and which should not be
held lightly or varied lightly. It is neces-
sary that Parliament should be thoroughly
satisfied that it is doing the fair and equit-
able thing, and is not impinging on any of
the principles of libertv in a free community
which we should cherish, Tt is clear that in
the Bill as it stands the Orders in Council
will not be capable of being reviewed in any
court on any account whatever. That is a
very wide power.

I can understand a tribunal being given
full authority within its own jurisdiction to
provent vexatious litigation and delay. I
can instance the industrial jurisdiction as an
example. In all industrial codes rapidity of
operation is impertant in the administration
of the law, and for that reason, amongst
others, the court is given supreme jurisdic-
tion. Again, it prevents people desirous of
avading the provisions of an award from
being able to delay procecdings by a number
of appezls to varicus courts, thereby pre-
venting other people from obtaining that
meed of Justice that the court was estab-
lished to provide. These extraordinary

[Hen. H. F. Walker.
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powers of the board can only be justified
by very grave rcasons. 'The Minister should
give those reasons to the Committee, Fur-
ther on the clause provides that the Central
Sugar Cane Prices Board shall be a court
of review with respect to its own proceed-
ings. That is an extraordinary provision.
The court is to be the court and the only
court that shall have the right to interpret
the decisions of the board,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The same
as the Industrial Court.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: There are
appeals from the Industrial Court on ques-
tions of law. This goes a good deal further
than that. This deals with Orders in Coun-
cil, An Order in Council issued under this
Act is not to be subject to any test in the
Supreme Court as to its validity. I notice
that the amendment is in the same category.
It provides later on that any persen inter-
osted in the Central Board may move the
board for an interpretation. It is like an
appeal from Caesar to Caesar. I call atten-
tion io this matter not in any carping spirit,
but merely to point ovt to the Committes
the cxtraordinary provisions contained in
this Bill, and the tendency of modern legis-
lation in given directions. You and I know,
Mr. Roberts, that the Government have
done some of the most extraordinary things
by Order in Council. We do not want that
system perpetuated unduly, without proper
warning, or without due regard to all
interests concerned.

Mr. Maxwenh: You ought to know all
about that.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon.
mgn&bcr for Toowong has a very childish
mind.

Mr., MaxweLL: Nevertheless, I can discern
political hypocrisy.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon.
member reminds me of the boy who, after
doing a wrong, calls attention to the boy
across the fence as having done something
much more heinous. That is no justification
in ethics or morals. It is for the Govern-
ment to justify their own actions, and it
is the duty of the Government to justify
the creation of a tribunal which is to be
the interpreter of its own law, and from
which there is to be no right of appeal
The Minister interjected that this power
was on all fours with the power conferred
on the Industrial Court. In the making
of awards the Industrial Court is the supreme
authority, but on questions of law and the
jurisdiction of the court the right of action
does lie to a superior court. In this case
there is no such provision. Kven a notice
signed by the secretary acting on behalf of
the board is to be final and conclusive. I
have raised the matter to call attention to
the tendency of this Government to adopt
legislative measures of this kind. In doing
so they are laving down some rather remark-
able precedents, which. althouch they may
be suitable to the sugar industry to-day,
may be most unsuitable later. The freedom
of the individual should be protected in all
ways. The principles of our jurisprudence
are the result of the accumulated experience
of our poople over many centuries, and
should not be regarded lightly or subverted
for apparent immediate advantages. The
Minister should show that his purpose cannot
be accomplished in any other way.
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. ¥. Walker, Cooroora) |7.6]: The
reason why I did not elaborate on the other
amendments is that the whole of the debate
has been confined to one clause. I really
thought that the Leader of the Opposition
was as conversant with the position as any
other hou. member,

In my opinion, the question of appeal is
not necessary at present, nor has 1t ever
been. The history of the Central Sugar
Cane Prices Board shows that there has
never been any appeal from its decision.

Mr. W. Foreax Syita: There have been
actions which have gone to the High Court
of Australia.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
But there has never been any notice of
appeal against the decisions of the board.

The board has been in existence for some
years, and we are doing no more now than
what has been proved by actual experience
to be necessary. We are certainly taking
away the right of appeal; but we¢ are domw
so on account of special circumstancos which
have arisen, and which make it necessary to
safeguard against the danger of over-pro-
duction in this industry. Fad we not taken
action, it would have meant chaos, and it is
difficult to say where we would have landed.
That is the reason why we have taken away
the right of appeal. I am satisfied that,
even if the board is remodelled, there will
never be any necessity for an appeal, because,
generally speaking, the farmers are saticfied
with the work of the board. 1 do not
suppose that out of 8,000 farmers concerned
even 1 per cent. are dissatisfied with the
decisions which the board has gan up to
the present time.

Clause 2 practically lays down that the
certificate of the board shall be conclusive
as to the area and boundarics of any land
which has been granted an assignmens to
grow canre. In other words, there will be

no question as to the actual land that is’

assigned to anyone who may grow cane.

The sceond paragraph provides that, from
and including the present crushing, the
board may declare the percentage of the
assigned area which may be harvested in
any vear. Putting it in another way, the
boald may lay down the percentage of land
in an assigned block from which the land-
owner may deliver cane to the mill, and it
shall not be obligatory for the millowner to
take anv cane from any land in excess of
the definite percentage specified by the
board.

The third paragraph provides that it shall
be the exclusive province of the Central
Board to interpret the meaning of any certifi-
cates setting forth particulars of the land
which can grow cane. This will prevent
any disputes as to what the board intended
when it issued a particular certificate. That
goes to the crux of the question. The
Central Suger Cane Prices Board is to be
supreme, and there is no right of appeal.
Generally, the whole object of clause 2 i
tn restrict the canegrower to harvest only
75 per cent. of his assigned area annually,
and the beard is given supreme control in
deciding what _additional percentage  a
grower is to get, if any. That gives the board
authority to say where the assignment is and
the actual nafure of the assignment. The
reason why the interpretation is left solely

[19 Avaust.] Prices Acts Amendnent Bill.

381

to the board is that, if the matter were left
to a Supreme Court action, the decision would
necessarily have to be left to a jury; and
it is considered that the Central Board is
wiore competent to decide on such a que.ation
than any jury, which may be composed of
people who do not really understand the
industry or the assignment question. It is
hard to say where we would get if it were
left to a jurs. It is purely a one-clause
Bill, and that clause has been framed in
such a way that we give the Central Sugar
Canc Prices Board supreme authority in all
matters appertaining {o assignments.

Amendment (Mr. H. F. Walker) agreed to.

Clause 2, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 23— Validation of Orders in Coun-
eil, etel'——

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. H. ¥. Walker, Cooroora) {1.12]: I beg
to move the following amendment :—

“On page 2, line 26, after the word—
¢ notices,’
insert the words—
‘or orders.”

My, W. TORGAN SMITH (Maclkay) [1.13]:
The amendment is intended to amplify the
powers of the Governor in Council. It is
necessary to place beyond any shadow of
doubt the validity of the regulations and
Orders in Council issued from time to time
under the Act for the purpose of carrying
out the general sugar policy. To some extent
in the clause and in the Bill generally the
Minister crdeavours to provide a method
of carrying out certain proposals in regard
to the sugar industry which are the subject
of agreement amongst those concerned, such
as the peak—perx’od scheme, and so forth.
The Bill may do all that is intended, and
certainly, with effective and full adminis-
tration, the Central Board will have completo
power. 1 am still of opinion, as I indicated
previously to the Minister, that the Bill of
itself does not finally and completely «do
that. What is required is an amendment
of the Sugar Acquisition Act, embodying
all the Orders in Council issued thereunder.
The Minister would be well advised to look
into that phase of the question at a later
date. However, I do not propose to labour
that question at the present time. I have
no objection to this amendment.

In connection with Orders in Council and
regulations under Acts generally, I have had
some  correspondencs  from  Hambledon
regarding the dismissal of an application to
the Central Sugar Cane Prices Board for an
award there. T am not acquainted Wlth the
details of the matter: but it has given rise
to a good deal of fecling in certain quarters.
I know that a percentage of growers at -
Hambledon have for many vears desired an
award, but the Colonial Sugnr Refining Com-
pany has endeavoured to prevent an award
being ‘made. The company has induced—I
use the term advisedlv——the growers to sign
a certain agreement without applving to the
Central Board for an award. When I was
Minister, thev asked me to do away with
the ne('mmt' for a number of growers making
anplication to the board for an award. The
view of the growers was that an award
should be granted bv the Central Board
where a local board did not function. I did
1ot agree to that proposition. I tock the
view that, if farmers supplying a central mill
wanted an award, they ought to be willing

Mr. Smith.]
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to exercisc their rights under the law in the
ordinary way. I would like some assurance
from the Minister that no influence or effort
will be countenanced which will in any way
prevent growers being Jeprived of their
rights under this law. I know that in the
early administration of this law certain com-
pantes opposed it scverely. We had the
Foster agreement and a number of things
operated at the ftime. In one or two cases
the Government had to fight a case through
the whole of the courts of Australia to pro-
tect the growers’ rights under the Act; and
growers should cherish carefully the benefits
given under this law. This law is of as much
importance to a cancgrower as the Industrial
Court is to a wage worker; and nothing
should be allowed to creep in which would
in any way affect the right of individual cane-
growers to get the protection of this Act.

Amendment (Mr. H. F. Walker) agreed to.
Clause 3, as amended, agreed to.
The House resumed.

The Crarrmax
amendments.

Third reading of the Bill made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

the Bill with

reported

MORTGAGORS RELIEF BILL.
SecoxD Rrapine.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Awubigny) [7.18]: This Bill is designed fo
relicve any necessitous casgs  without
frightening investors, which would render the
securing of advances for ordinary business
enterprises more difficult. It is only in
extreme circumstances such as are operating
to-day that there would be any justification
for a Bill such as this. As a rule, to inter-
fere in contracts butween individuals would
cause a great deal more harm than good. I
am not quite sure that the effect of a Bill
such as this is going to be all that is antici-
pated, or whether it is not going to cause
additional trouble. It goes a good deal
further than the last Bill we had dealing with
the same subject, and is intended to assist in
preventing {foreclosure, where the circum-
stances warrant, and also to allow a mortga-
gor to go to the court and secure either a
reduction in interest or an extension of the
term for repayment, or a suspension for a
period during which only interest is to be
paid. All that is interfering to a great
extent with ordinary private contracts. There
are many difficulties in connection with the
question; and I do not think it would be
necessary to iniroduce a Bill if we were deal-
ing with reputable financial institutions,
whose business it is to manage their affairs
on the basis of good faith and fair dealing,
and who have to live to a certain extent on
their popularity for the way in which they
have conducted their business. But there are
other cases—I do not want to particularise
individuals, because there is no occasion for
it—in which people have taken advantage
of the difficult position that exists to enrich
themselves at the expense of the unfortunate,
and to impose harder conditions on those who
have to meet their cobligations than were
ever contemplated when they first made their
contracts. It is in an endeavour to mitigate
the difficulties under which these people have
to suffer that this Bill is introduced.

Unfortunately, owing to the happenings of
the last ten or twelve years, when large sums
of loan money were spent, people went in
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for all sorts of extravagances. I am not
going to say that they looked for those
aventes of extravagances themselves. In
many cases the opportunity was thrust upon
them by agents, who went through the
country and offered them machinery and
other things under cenditions which seemed
attractive. At a time when prices were
high, =uch pcople went in for propositions at
prices which were altogether too high. In
some cases, for instance, people bought sugar
farms at prices which were inordinately high,
at a time when prices were good and there
was a very small exportable surplus. Then
vou had agents going round the country
offering expensive machines to the primary
producers, who purchased such machines and
thus put loads around their necks. I do not
want to shelter them unduly; but the fact
remains that they did put loads around their
necks by accepting the obligation of making
weekly or monthly payments for years after-
wards. They have really got no one to blame
but themselves; but I think that in the
difficult position in which we now find our-
selves we ought to protect them so far as
we can {rom the results of their folly.

Mr. W. Foreay Surrh : Does the Bill cover
the purckase of machinery on time-payment?

The PREMIER: It covers time-payment
machinery or anything in which the thing
purchased is the security for payment, but 1t
does not cover overdrafts or money payable
on demand. It covers all the rest. That is
the legal opinion. The definition of ¢ mort-
gage ’’ which largely governs the scope of
the Bill is very wide—

“ Any deed, memorandum of mortgage,
instrament, or agrecment whereby secur-
itr for payment of money is granted over
rcal or personal property or any interest
therein, and includes an agreement for
sale and purchase of real and personal
property where payment of the unpaid
purchase money and interest thereon is
secured on such property.”

That covers a pretty wide area; and I think
hon. members will find that it covers exactly
what I have stated. At any rate, the whole
object of the Bill is to endeavour as far as
possible to meet necessitous cases. It is
quite casy, of course, to bring in a_Bill to
alleviate individual cases of hardship; but
we must be careful that in alleviating those
individual cascs we do not do injustice to a
large section of the community who are
vendors or lenders.

We have to try to hold the scales of justice
evenly between both sections of the com-
munity. One meets with considerable diffi-
culty in dealing with these cases of hardship,
when people have purchased properties or
have entered into agreements for leases Wlph
the option of purchase at a price far in
excess of the value to-day. Nobody antici-
pates that the value to-day will be the value
for all time. At the present time we are
passing through an economic blizzard in
Australia. and nobody expects it will last
indefinitely or even for a long period of
years. We want to give the people an oppor-
tunity of bringing about a readjustment of
the position in which they find themselves.
This Bill is introduced for the purpose of
enabling both sides to put their case to the
court.

Before the mortgagee can take action for
foreclosure or with the object of selling up
the individual who is indebted to him, he
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vive one month’s notice of his con-
¢d action to the mortgagor, and the
mortgagor, upon receipt. of notice, has the
right to make applicition to the court for

velief. The Bill lays down the matters that
must be taken into consideration by the
court. It does not mean that an individual

can sit down on a property and allow it to
go to rack and ruin, to become overgrown
with noxious weeds, or anything like that.
The mortgagee will have power to prevent
that being done. <Conditions are laid down
for both sides. If the mortgagor is to get
relicf. then he must carry out his part of the
‘bargain.

Mr. W. ¥ForeaN SmiteH: The Bill, in the
main, i3 to give relief to the individual who,
through ne fault of his own, is in financial
difficulties because of the low price of his
products.

The PREMIER : That is exactly the posi-
tion. We want to give these people an
-opportunity to recover, and the court is
empowered to take all factors into considera-
tion, including the question of whether the
individual has an opportunity of getting out
of the position that he is in, or whether
he is in a perfectly hopeless position, and
it would be advisable for the mortgagee to
take possession rather than allow the mort-
gagor to continue in possession and thereby
jeopardise the rights of the mortgagee. The
Bill is based upon fairness, equity, and good
conscience. It is not intended to be availed
of to enable one individual to reap a benefit
at the expense of another. The mortgagor
will be at liberty to apply to the court to
have the amount of his periodical payments
reduced or postponed for a time, or for the
right of repayment over a longer period in
order to cope with the new situation result-
ing from the fall in the prices of his pro-
ducts. No power is given in the Bill for
the court to grant a reduction of the pur-
chasing price, but there is power to extend
the period of repayment. That is a matter
that may be taken into consideration by the
court, which may say, ‘ You need pay only
interest over a certain period.”

A similar Bill was introduced on a pre-
vious occasion allowing for a reduction in
the rate of interest In certain cases, but
this Bill has to do with the principal, and
not with interest at all. One Bill is a
corollary of the other. It is an endeavour
to assist people who are in very difficult
circumstances at the present time. If we
were looking for popularity, or were unmind-
ful of the future, we could go a great deal
further with this legislation, but the indi-
viduals concerned would find themselves in
difficult circumstances. In introducing a
Bill to deal with private contracting parties,
it is quite easv to go so far as to render
business very difficult. When the Moratorium
Bill was introduced in Victoria to cover a
wider area. it practically had the effect of
shutting out credit altogether, and, instead
of rendering easier the position of the people
whom it was endeavouring to assist, it made it
considerably worse. It absolutely closed down
on them altogether, and anv benefit that
‘they afterwards got was obtained with
extreme difficulty. Naturally the storekeepers
or the people who were sunplying the goods
or machinery were not going to be put in
the position of supplving their goods and
have no chance whatever of getting payment
for them unless the purchaser liked to pay
in the future. Consequently, we deemed it
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wise not to grant a general moratorium in
this Bill, but to allow the court to adjudi-
cite between the parties and decide what
was fair and rcasonable. The Bill provides
that the magistrates court can deal with
applications for relief up to £2.500. and that
the Sunreme {‘ourt shall determine cases
where the amounts involved are in excess of
that sum, :

Mr. W. Foreax Syitha: You have followed
the New Zealand Act very closely.

The PREMIER: That is so; and, from
what I can gather, the New Zealand Act is
working quite well, It has worked quite
well, just as our Financial Emergency Bill
has done lately. Very few cases under thai
measure have reached the court.

Mr. W. ForgaN Sarra: How many cases
have come before the court?

The PREMIER: There are only two who
want to go before the court. In the great
majority of cases an agreement has been
arrived at privately by the parties sitfing
around a table.

Mr. BeprorDp: In the New Zealand Act
provision is made In respect of bank advances
and overdrafts,

The PREMIER: We do not propose that.

Mr. Brororp: Then the sconer you get
into line with South Australia and Victoria
the better.

The PREMIER : I do not agree with the
hon. member. He seems to have a tremen-
aous down on banks. At the present moment
the banks are carrying tremendous loans,
not only for individuals, but for Governments
us well, At a conference the Premiers and
Treasurers attended recently we got down
to @ very definite basis on the question, and
it was perfectly clear, as a result, that legis-
lation was not intended. The cconomists
and Under-Treasurers, in their report to
the sub-committee of the Loan Counecil, when
suggesting a conversion of the public debt
to a lower rate of interest, remarked—

“As private debts would not be
included in the reduction of the rate of
interest, the conversion operation should
be accompanied by a simultancous reduc-
tion of bank interest rates and mortgage
rates.”

The sub-committee, in its recommendations
to the Loan Council, expressed its attitude
to the problem of bank interest in the follow-
ing terms:—

‘It is important and possible to bring
about an immediate progressive reduc-
tion of private interest by arrangement
between the associated banks, Govern-
ment Savings Banks, and other institu-
tions,”

Mr. Beprorp: That is done by statute in
Victoria.

The PREMIER: Some of the associated
banks and other institutions reduced their
rate of interest on deposits from Ist July.
Some of them bave reduced their rate of
interest on mortgages by $ per cent. es
from Ist Julry. and a further & per cent.
as from the ' lst January next.

Mr. BreprorD: Dorn’t you know that the
graziers are still paying 8 per cent. to the
banks ?

The PREMIER : I do not know that; and
I do not anticipate that the banks or anvone

Hon. A. E. Moore.}
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else cxpect that the banks will be forced to
reduece their interest rates to 5 per cent.

Mr. Bezprorn: They have in other States
under a different Government.

The PREMIER:
thing of the sort.
BrLFORD @

They are not deing any-

Mr. Victoria has reduced the

rate.

The PREMIER: Victoria has put a
clause in a Bill declaring that banks shall
reduce their rate of interest by 1 per cent.
Their clients pay 8 per cent., so the rate is
reduced to 7 per cent. There i+ no occasion
to do that here. The banks have done it
without legislotive interference.

Mr. Beprorp: Not until I1st October.

The PREMIER: The hon. member does
not know what he is talking about. I have
been conferring with the banks on the sub-
ject for some cousiderable time, As a
matter of fact, some of the banks agreed
straight off to make a general statement;
but w2 want to get them all into line before
they do so. The banks can be trusted to do
what was agreed to at that conference.

Mr. Beprorp: We trusted them in 1893.

The PREMIER: The position was very
different in 1893 from what it is now.

Mr. BuDFORD :
is only frozen now.

The PREMIER: T do not Lnow what the
hon. member means by ““frozen.” I do not
know that Australia has ever been so near
insolvency as she iz to-day. In 1893 the banks
were insolvent; now it is the Governments.
In 1893 we had an opportunity of securing
loan money overscas, because Governments
had been careful.

Mr. Benrcrp: It was the worst thing
Governments did to get money overseas.

The PREMIER: What I want to get at
is this part of the report—

‘“ Concurrently with the reduction of
bond intercst must go a reduction in
private interest. This is mainly a matter
for the banks, who are co-operating to
that end . this reduction of interest
will be supplemcntod by legislation giv-
ing relief to mortgagors. ihls legisla-
tioa forms part of the plan.”

This legislation forms part of the plan. It
is pcrfLCﬂy clear from what I have said
that it was not the intention of the Premiers’
Conference to bring in legislation that would
definitely bind the banks.

My, Hynes: We know what Mr.
said about it.

The PREMIER: You never know what
the Prime Minister is going to say from one
day to another. At the conference it was
deﬁmtely agreed that there would be a pro-
gressive reduction of interest rates. It is
perfectly easy for hon. members opposite to
try to create antagonism towards the banks
and to put forward suggestions that the
banks arc unfair; but one thing which hon.
members opposite fail to recognise is that
the banks of Australia are carrying the
Governments fo-day, and that, if it were
not for the banks, our position would be
hopeless.

Mr. Beprorp: It is the public's money
that is carrying on the public.

[Hon. A. E. Moore.
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The PREMIER: It is
public’s credit.

not; it is the
If it was the public’s money,
1t would have been stopped long age. Does
the hon. member seriously think the public
arc going to pubt money into the banks in
order that the banks may ladle it out to
Governments in order to mect their deficits?
It is becausc it is not the public’s money
My, BEDFORD: Whose money is it?

The PREMIER: It is credit.

Mr. Eeprorp: The public credit misused
by the banks.
The PREMIER: No—misused by the

Governments. It iz all very well for the
hon. member to think that he should be
able to dictate terms. The position to-day
is that the banks are carrying the Govern-
ments along.

Mr. Brprorp: I cannot dictate to youw
because you are in the majority.

The PREMIER: I may not have been
very specific; but what I was suggesting
was that the hon. member should apply his
directions somewhere else. So far as I can
sce, the only thing that hon. members oppo-
site are endeavouring to do is to ralse this
cry of the banks versus the people purely
as an clection ery. They Lknow perfectly
well what the position is.

Mr. Brororp: We krow the cry of
‘“ Change the Government,” and ¢ £2,000,000
for 10,600 jobs!”

The PREMIER: The hon. member di&
so well on this side of the Chamber that the
public are not likely to change the Govern-
ment and put him back again. They are
not likely to do that after what he had
done in fourteen years.

Mr. Beprorp: I didn’t do anything in
fourteen years! (Laughter.)

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
quite correct; he was a rubber stamp sitting
behind the Government of the day, and he
had to vote for whatever they told him to
vote for. The hon. member went into the
Upper House. Then, when that House was
abolished, he was prepared to slink into
this Chamber.

Mr. Brpbromp:
poor soul annoyed. (Laughter.)

The PREMIER: I am not annoyed. I
am only amused at the hon. member.

Mr. BeprorD: Oh, no; you are not!
The PREMIER: Oh, yes, I am!

ter.)

At any rate, we are discussing this Bill,
which is rendered necossary by the cconomic
position now existing.

At the Committee stage I shall move an
amendment in clause 2 dealing with the
definition of *¢ NIortgage.” I propose to
omit the words ““such mortgage in every
such case secmmg a fixed ha.blllty and to
insert the words ‘‘ but not including a mort-
gage payable on demand.” That amend-
ment will make the position perfectly clear.
That covers practically any sort of mortgage
at all, no matter what the period may be.
It may be paid off in one year or two years
or in any period whatever; but it does not
cover a mortgage that is absolutely payable
on demand. The ordinary debt does not
come under this Bill. There must be a mort
gage for which certain security is given

Why, we are getting the

{Laugh-
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perts will be properly ¢
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and will sot out the and conditions
upon whizh relicf will cn to the moit-
gagor. In that way it Guite fair and

quite reasorable.
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Mr. Porrocs: Docs b
brokers ?

apply to pawa-

The PREW No. They come under
the Money Lende Act. We have so manv
Acts now coming in botween individual: and

private contracts that it is beseming a little
confusing. One must rvecognise that many
people have got themselves into a micss by
purchasing things they would nev:r have
dreamed of buying if it had not besn for
the extraordinary amount of loan money
available and the prospercus conditions.

Mr. BeprorD: Docause of the war.

The PREMIER: That may have had
something to do with it, because a large
amount of money was ecxpended during that

time, w}_lich caused a boom, and high prices
were paid. It made the people extravagant,
and they purchased things, not becausa thew
wanted them, and not to increase the pro-
ductivity of their property, but to sccure
luxuries that they could not possibly afford.
In that .way they tied themselves up for
vears with payments vound their necks,
which made it Impessible for them to carry
on. Under ordinary circumstances no per-
son who was foolish cnough to tie himself
up under conditions of that sort should be
relieved by an Act of Parliament. Legisla-
tion should not be brourht in for that sort
of thing. It is only under abnormal circum-
stances such as obtain to-day that a Bill
such as this is justified. It is quite possible
that the passing of a Bill of this sor. will
restrict credit to individuals who are quite
worthv of it. and who should get it. After
all, the life-blood of industrv iz eredit. I1f
there is any fear that legislation will he
brought in to interfore  with contracts
because the contracts have nroved disadvan-
tageous under a set of condition whic
later, it will rostriet credit.  If log
is roing to be broncht in for that PrTNOLe,
it is going to restrict the onnortunity of
getting that credit whish 55 so necorsy for
the development of » State ke Cueenalend,
It is only in abmormal civenmstazeos thar a
Bill like this should be brourht in. D
culties arixe once we start intorforing w
centracts, as pecnle who are lending monry,
beth barks and private institntions, gei the
idea. “ This r2v turn out in twelve months
or two years different to what we anticinate,
and we may have to arcent the conditions
preseribed by an Aect of Payliament.”

Mr. Brprorn: Weo will bring that in.

The PREMIER: T do not think it would
be wise for the hon memher to sav ke will
bring it in. even f his party gof intn poweor.
I am doina this in the intereets of the com-
munitv. The who's basis of trade is the
asstmntion that. when a contract is made
between individuals, it will be lkept as far
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sart from insolvency arising.
cn anticipated that the Go-
i respect  to

Once
- court intorfercs becauss
and Governments altey
by legislation, it 1s
}c securing of the credit

in
en individuals,

woof industry is built up
bet his bond and con-
being inviolate.
is not a good thing,
except under exira-

. P
mind, t
ould not
cireunis

done

Forcan Syira: You are adopting
of Bernhardi that a contract

under certain circumstances.

I do not belicve in that,
antt this party dovs not believe in it cither.
The bon. mber kno that under the
conditions opsrating to-day it is not a gues-
tion altogether of choice when Governments
have to go to their bondholders and ask

! ior ief by accepting a lower rate

LIem
of interest.
Mr. BeprorD: You said you would take:
the Upper Houze proposition to a referendum,
The PREMIER: What has that to do
with this guestion? What I am trying to
put forward is that this Bill is necessary

under the extraordinary  circumstances
operating; and that cven Governments find

themselves compelled to do  things which
would be unthinkable under ordinary cir-
cumstances, such as going to their bond-

holders, and saving, *“ We want to vary
our contract.” We are, as the Lesder of
the Opposition says, in the position of a.

debtor; we do not want to come to a com-
position with our creditors, but we arc ask-
ing for relief. It would bhe ever so much
Lotter for all socticns of the community
to enter voluntarily into an agreement with
regard to debts as between mortgagors and
mort but there are some people who
are prepared to take advantage of the posi-
tion—there are black sheep in every com-
wuaity.  To-day, a large number of people
are des«irous of wvarying the terms of their
contracts.

Afr. POLLOOK :
cannot pay.

The PREMIER: T know that most indi-
vid ave prepared to meet necessitous
cases; but there are other cases for which
we have to bring in legislation of a more
or les: general application.  In order to
nrotect the individual and make the mea-
sure of geoneral awpplication, we say that
the court is to be the adjudicator a¢ to how
the mensnre is to ovnerate, and as to what
reli#f &5 te be given.

There is really not very much in the Bill.
There are only two principles. One deals
with forecelosure on property without ade-
quate consideration by the court; the other
provides that mortgagors shall be able to
wet relief from the terms of their contract
so far as ecapitul payments go, and so far as
fixing terms for the future are concerned. I
think the Bill will go far enough. It seems
to me that the New Zealand Act works quite
woll, There have been remarkably few cases
before the courts—I think only threec—and
the rest have been arranged by the parties
concerned by mutual agreement. To my

Hon. A. E. Moore.]
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mind that is infinitely better, if it can be
done, than fighting the matter out in court.

Mr, W. Foreaxy SvitH: Mortgage indebt-
edness has diminished to a greater extent
over there than here.

The PREMIER: Yes. Of course, on the
whole, the sccurity there is more certain,
beeause there is a surer rainfall, and the
«conditions are rather different; and the
land is more closcly settled and cultivated.
It is much better in the interests of the
individuals concerned to come to an agree-
‘ment outside the court than to fight the
matter out in court, because the last thing
I want to do is to create the idea in the
minds of people who have money to lend—
and, after all, it is only those individuals
and institutions who lend money that enable
the country to be developed and advance-
ment to be achieved—that it is dangerous to
make a contract because at some time or
-other the Government may step in and alter
it.

Mr. KrrwaN: People do not want their
private affairs made public.

The PREMIER : No; and the opportunity
is given in the Bill to enable cases to be
heard in chambers. Personally I do not
think it matters much, but in odd cases the
the fact that a mortgagor or borrower can
take the case to court may be a deterrent
to a creditor who is particularly hard. In
most cases under similar Acts in practically
all cases there has been no publicity at
all, and I do not see why there should be.
The whole purpose is to give relief to the
individual, not to have the particulars pub-
lished, because possibly that would damage
his credit to an extent even greater than if
he defaulted.

Mr. W. Foreax SyitH: That idea would
deter many pcople from taking advantage of
the situation,

The PREMIER: It might do that. The
whole principle of the Bill is wrong, I quite
admit, and under ordinary circumstances it
should not be thought of.

" 7Mn Porrock: But you are in favour of
it?

The PREMIER: I am in favour of it but
only through compulsion. Only the circum-
stances that exist make me accept the prin-
ciple. In ordinary circumstances such a
Bill would not be brought into the House at
all, because the one thing which one wants
to do is to give confidence to people to make
contracts and assure them that they ave
contracts between them and them alone, and
that they are sacred. Ordinarily there should
be no question of a Government coming in
between private contracting parties and abro-
gating their agreements. Normally that is
the last thing one would want to do. The
most undesirable thing we could contem-
plate would be to engender the feeling that
the Government might intervene, and it is
only the extraordinary circumstances of the
times that render this measure necessary.
There is nothing more in the Bill than that.
I beg to move—

s ’ha‘t the Bill be now read a second

time.”
Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
[7.641: I listened very carefully to the

Premier’s apology for introducing this Bill.
He dealt with the scope of the Bill and the
conditions which made it necessary. Then
he went on to say as little as possible for

[Hon. A. E. Mogre.
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the Bill, and claimed that it was not desir-
able to interfere with the right of people
to make contracts. In the commencement
of his spesch he referred at length to his
view that during peak periods of prosperity
many people had been led to cnter into
comruiitments higher than those a prudent
crson would enter upon. To some extent
that doss apply.

The Parpwmigr: I think it is very true.
My, W. FORGAN SMITH: I know that,
when I was administering the Workers
Dwellings Act and the Worksrs’ Homes Act,
I had expericnce of cases of people who
desived to assume a mortgage obligation of,
say, £630, with incomes of scarcely £300 a
vear. If anything went wrong with the
carning capacity of the man in such a case,
or illuess overtook the family, he would
probably be faced with commitments too
heavy for him to carry. Whilst I was in
charge of the department, it was the prac-
tice to advise thesc people to undertake a
lability more in keeping with their earning
capacity so that they could expand later, if
nceessary.  There has always been a ten-
dency on the part of people to enter more
lavishly into certain forms of activity than
their circumstances may warrant; but,
generally speaking, that is not the situation
we are dealing with to-day. In all ages,
cvenn in the Treasurer’s view, attention has
been ealled to that tendency. However, it
is not the general practice. I take it that
the majority of the people make prudent
arrangements according to their financial
circumnstances and according to their financial
estimate of the future. Who could hauve
fereseen a {ow years ago the preseat world-
wide slump in prices and values? DNlen like
Mr. J. 3. Keynes and others pointed out
that certain rvesults would inevitably follow
the Versailles Treaty, and that the ultimate
effect would be the impoverishment of the
whole world; but few people believed them.
It is a fact that to-day many of these staple
commodities are lower in price in the
markets of the world than they have ever
been in living memory. What hon. member
can remember the world’s parity in sugar
being at its present low figure?

Mr. Epwarps: Or wheat.

Mre. W. FORGAN SMITH: Yes, and a
number of other things, There has been a
general disturbance of cconomic conditions,
and the pecople have not yet discovered a
method of stabilising markets or of remedy-
ing the existing evil. The world’s capacity
to produce is enormous; but we have not
devised a method of distribution to keep
pace with the increasing capacity of the
world to produce. In countless different
directions the pecple are suffering through
those difficuities, and they are giving rise to
the introduction of Bills of this character.
Who smongst the people engaged in the
wool indusiry could a few years ago. have
foreseen the slump in the mavket price of
wool, and who could bave forescen the slump
in the market price of wheat? All those
commodities have always been regarded in
the past as having stable values., and as
industrics having a future for those who
were reasonably industrious and reasonably
efficient.

Mr. WIENTOLT :
to be much lower.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: But not_in
conjunction with the existing costs. The
whole system is out of focus. There is

I have known the values
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4 lack of equilibrium in existing con-
ditions, which has given rise to the exist-
ing state of affairs, We are not 'Qexuub
mlh the (\n'xvarmm person who is often
referred to in a measure of this kind, but
we are dealing with the position of pcople
who are wood citizens who, through no
fault of their own, are unable to mcet their
commitments. Every member of this House
]\x ows of some people who, through no fault
of their own. have been (‘ompehed to com-
pound with their creditors. I am not blam-
ing those individuals, The changed con-
ditions  of industry have pxoduc‘ed those
results, and a Bill of this kind is sympto-
matic of the general conditions operating
in Queensland.

What we are concerncd about in dealing
with & measure of this kind is: Does the Bill
fulfil the purpose for which it has been
drafted? Will it give the people_ the rchef
they so urgently require? In giving such
a relief, will it be permanent and enable
(ontracts to be stabilised at a later date?
That is the real problem confronting the
people of this State at the present time;
and it is the problem with which the Pre-
mier is endeavouring to deal in the BillL
“The hon. gentleman points out that the Bill
provides a form of Hmited moratorium. A
mortgagor can apply to the court for a
review of the conditions of his mortgage.
“The court, taking all the factors into con-
sideration, may order an cxtension of time;
it may order a suspension of repayments
.of principal; or it may vary in any way
the terms and conditions of the mortgage
so long as they are kept within the provi-
sions of this measure.

The .Bill of itself does not bring down the
interest rate. Without doubt, interest is the
greatest burden on the people at the pre-
sent time. Most of the commitments to be
dealt with wunder this Bill were entered
upon when the price level was much higher
than it is to-day. At the timoe it seemed
to the mortgagors good business to borrow
at the rate of interest agreed upon; and
they believed that thev would not only
be able to meet their liabilities but would
make a profit on the transaction. That is the
attitude of the average prudent mortgagor
when he enters into such a transaction. We
are now confronted with a situation that these
people could not have foreseen. Through
no fault on their own part, they are in a
position that, if they are compelled to carry
out the terms and conditions of the mort-
gage to the letter, they will have to become
defaulters. We have to ask ourselves: What
is the effect likely to be if that state of
affairs is allowed to continue? Those of
us who know the primary producers and
those engaged in industry in Queensland
realise that many very good people would

be hurt under such conditions. Take, for
example, a man who has gone upon the
fand, who has pioneered some new area,

borrowed money to effect improvements, and
which have been effective. He has extended
his cultivation, and has carried out in a
proper and exemplary manner all the duties
attached to the position he is occupying.
Through no fault of his own his earning
capacity has been diminished: and. if hig
mortegagee is allowed to foreclose, what will
be the effect? A good settler and a good
Queenslander will be driven off the land,
and thrown upon the labour market, to
become, possibly, one of the unemployed;

[19 Avcusrt.]
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snd whoever takes over the property at
a later date cannot do any better than he
has done. Therefore. it 1s good business
for the State to sce that the man who has
a just right for consideration is rctained
on the land, and allowed to carry on for
the benecfit of the State and his wife and
family.

Mr, Nivyo: It is also good business for
the man who lends the money.

Mr., W. FORGAN BSMITH:
but in some cases he has to be made to see
it.  There are other factors which enter
into the matter, such as the point raised
by the hon. member for Oxley. Under
ordinary circumstances, as was pointed out
by the Premier, a fair mortgagee would
be prepared to take cognisance of the new
conditions, and grant rvelief voluntarily by
agreeing ‘to a variation of the terms and
conditions of the mortgage. It is not good
business, according to the hon. member for
Oxley, to foreclose upon that man because
the person who forccloses may not do any
better with the property. .That position
applies in many cases, and in numerous
instances the position has been reviewed.
But in many other cases in which the amount
of money advanced is less than the normal
value of the property, it may pay the
mortgagee to foreclose in order to get pos-
session of a_ property, possibly with the
idea of making a profit on it at a later
date. I know of quite a number of cases
in Queensland in which men have made large
sums of money by ad\rapcmg money and
taking the first opportunits to foreclose with
the ob]ect of getting possession of a property
worth, cay, £5,000, in respect of which only
half that amount has been advanced. For
a number of years, under a system of
speculative  building, some people were
currying on operations in Brisbane under
which a property valued at, say, £1,000,
realised probably £2 OOO hefore it was ﬁnally
divested from the orlgmal builder, the addi-
tional money having been made by repeated
forcclosures. Under these conditions some
measure of relief is very properly required

in a Bill of this kind.

In the case to which the hon. member
for Oxley has referred, there is no necessity
for this legislation, because such a mort-
gagee is prepared to do the right thing; but
the hon. member doubtless realises that
most of the law that is placed on the
statute-bock is introduced to meet the 10
per cent. or 20 per cent. of cases in which
the person concerned will only do the right
thing because he is compelled to do so.
If all persons did the right thing, we should
have a utopian existence, free from any
coercive laws of any kind, and living under
circumstances requiring the exercise of
decent, humane, and civilised instincts, or
what some people would call Christian
principles. The position to-day, however, is
that we have to face facts as they exist.
Many persons engaged in industrial and
primary production—triers in every sense
of the word—have been confronted with a
situation in which, if no relief is granted,
they will be driven on the labour market
with little or no future before them. In
such cases it is the duty of the State to
come to the assistance of these good citizens,
either by means of a moratorium or any
other arrangement which will secure to these

My. Smith.]
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people the possession of the business in which
are cagaged.

question arizei: Does the Bill ade-
v provide for this matter? The defi-
nition clause is the clause which governs the

cent. Apart from the
: the Premier has intimated
to rmove in Committee, the
““mortyage” is the same as
inancial I which, as

} been ! previous occusions,
is a fairly wide dcfinition, embracing as it
does any advance made on fixed security of
real o ;

personal property, including chattels,

The Bill provides that in respect of fore-
closure thirty days’ notice must be given
in the case of landed property, but only
ten da notice so far as chattels are cou-
cerned.  However, we shall deal with that
wore fully at the Committee stage.

_ The BNl does not purport to reduce
mterest, nor does it affecr money at call
based on fixed sccurity. I am satisfied that,
while the Bill may be of advantage in some
directions, it will not give the people of this
Btate that relief which they so urgently
require. A very large amount of money is
advanced on fixed security in this State that
will not come within the scope of this Bill.
Financial institutions advance monev on pas-
toral property, but for no fixed period.
It is at call, and, therefore, can be regarded
in the nature of an overdraft. The bank
wually takes a fixed charge over all the
borrowery’ securities and a floating charge
over his assets; which is liable to be called
up a! any time. I know the case of a firm
who had s mortgage called up in Southern
Wuecensiand by a bank which had to make
very hurried arrangements to find the amount
—approximately £14,000. Fortunately for
these pecple, the money was found.  The
security without doubt was there; but the
bank did not want to continue to hold it for
reasons of its own.

A very large amount of the financing in

connection with pastoral properties, farming

generzlly, and in the sugar industry is done
in the direction I have indicated. An
advance is made by a bank, by the store-
Leepor, or by a financial institution, under
conditions that will not come within the
scope of this measure. Those advances are
not covered by this measure at all. The
Premier says that under the Premiers’ agree-
ment the banks will voluntarily forgo cer-
tain intercst clairs. I take the view that
the Vietorian method was much more equit-
able. and would give relief much more
quickly than the method adopted here.

It has been generally agreed that it is

necessary to have a reduction in the interest
payments of all fixed money claims. The
Queenstand Government, in common with

other Goverrments, are endeavouring  to
persuade bordholders—no doubt successfully
—to convert their holdings with the Govern-
ment at o lower rate of interest, involving
a 225 per cent. cut. Why should the invest.
ments in other instruments not be subject to
the same veduction? If it is in the interests
of the Stotc to reduce the indcbtedness of
Governraerts, it is cqually of the same cco-
nomic application in reference to industry
generallv. 1 use that term in its widest
robably it is more necessary, because
th new wealth production. The
! ment. 1ealising the urgency and neces-
ty of the situnation, consider that the con-
ditions now obtaining justify extraordinary

[Mr, Smith.
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steps being iaken that would not be neces-
sary in normal times.

I take the view that
fixed money clatms of this kind should havz
Leer wromatically rveduesd, and the mort-
gagen should be the individnal who should
appeai for any review of the susc. At the
present fune, in ovder to fake advantage
of this mepsure, the mortgager must make
application to the court. In the case of any
anount ander Z2560 it s & magistrates
court; bur i the case of any amount in
excess of that it is the Supreme Court. I
pointed out by interjection to the Premier
while he was spealking that the necoossity for
an applicaiion to the court of itself was a
detevrent. It may affeet the individual’s
credit in other directions;, and cause him to
hesitate bhefore making such an application.

The Minister recognises that fact by pro-
viding in the Bill that the reduction is to
be left to the discretion of the court. I take
the view that a case has already been estab-
lished. It has been admitted generally
throughout Australia that there should be a
reduction in all fixed money claims, and
that should apply on the same principle as
is now being applied to fixed money claims
against the Government of the Common-
wealth,  In other words, there should be a
reduction on the Dbasis of the conditions
ugrecd upon.,  That i1s fair and equitable.
One only needs to consider interest in terms
of goods rather than in money value. As
money appreciates, 2s it has done under
the gold standard, it is obvious that the
value of goods depreciates—the one is the
natural covcllary of the other—and those
fixed money claims are made against goods
which are the product of collective labour.
It means that, whereas one bale of wool
was sufficient before, it now requires two
bales of wool to meet the claims of the
mortgagee; and the same principle, prob-
ably to a greater degree, applies to wheat,
sugar-cane, or any other staple commodity.

If we are going to pursue a policy of reduc-
ing costs, it is nceessary to see that it is
done quickly so that the fullest benefit will
result promptly, and it should be applied
generally to all fixed mon2y claims of a
similar character. 1 do not sce why a man
holding a mortgage over a property has any
more right to consideration than a man who
has invested 2 similar amount in Government
security.  The principle of the need for
the reducticn is entirely the same; to wit,
that the burden of interest is more than the
country can afford to bear, and reduction
should be made accordingly. The principle
of a reduction in the rate of interest that
applies to the Government conversion loan
should anply to all other fixed money claims
based on fixed securities, such as are
described in this Bill. provision, of course,
being made similar to that in the Victorian
Act whereby, where undne hardship wonld
result. a mortragee would have the right
to apnly to the court for a lesser reduction
than is preseribed under the automatic pro-
visions of the Act. The monev held at call
is probably the greatest amount that is
covered.

It would be very difficult to get figures
with regerd to fixed momey claims in Aus-
tralia. According to the figures given in the
Federal Parliament bv the Treasurer, the
amonnt of money or value held under fixed
monev claims amounts to £86.000.000. That,
of conrso, can only he an estimate. Full and
complete statistics have never been kept,
but very probably that is not anything like
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an over-estimate. Inasmuch as those fixed
money claims are a first charge on industry,
and interest must be paid to the mortgagee

before anything else is paid, the importance
of the \’)Oaltlon cannot be over-estimated.
Thercfore, if fixed money claims on mort-

gage or similar security where money is held
at call are excluded from the operation of
this measure, then the full benefit cannot be
achicved from it. In Western Queensland
we have graziers and selectors who have
carried ‘on under difficult circumstances
for wmany years, and who have spent
any reserves they had in feeding their
sheep. They pledged their credit to Contmue
l\eomug them alive in many cases, and in
consequence financial institutions h'we claims
over their assets to an amount Whmh in many
cases under (‘vctmq conditions, unless relicf
is granted, will exclnde all m\;cﬂ)‘e hove of
these men being able to carry on. That is
recornised to me cxtont by the Premier
by efforts to provide for a reduction in
the rate of rest by g very  dubious
method, 7 icalzrly having vegard to the
fact that he proposes to o give them  an
advantage frem the publie cstato. for what
Ay only a proner act of consideration.
o the view, ’rherefor that the Bill

7 .ml& h) n‘ﬂ wv lont a >a‘] as wall
other conditions,

I repeat that 1 hold thc view that a redue-
tion in interess charges on fized wonev
claims should be automatic and rronoml It
is provided in the Premiers’ Conforence plan,
as set out on page 171 of the report of the
proceedings of the conference, that—

““The plan has been adopted by the
conference as a whole, each part of which
is accepted on the understanding that
all the other parts are equally and simil-
taneously put into opemtxon It em-
braces the following measures :

(e) Reduction of 20 per cent. in all
adjustable Government expenditure, as
compared with the year ending 35th
June, 1930, including all emolamunfs
wages, salaries, and pensions paid Ly
the Governments, whether fixed by
statute or otherwise, such reductions to
be equitably effected ;

(0) Conversion of the internal debts
of the Governments on the basis of a
225 per cent. reduction of interest:

(¢) The securing of additional reven
by taxation, both Comwmonwealth
Stato;

{d) A reduction of banws and aa\m(m

Bank rates of interest on deposits ard
advances;

() Relief in respect of private reort-
gages.”’

Paragraph (¢) was to appl
presmble, to the principl
quoted simultancously
scheme.  The

according to the

5 which I have just
with other parts of the
Government have been very
encry etic ir applying other pavts of the
scheme, but up to the present eifect has not
been given to that paragraph. As a matter
of fact, somoe of the banking institutions tried
to argue that they were wider no obligation
to feduce their rate of interesh imn 10'11'1L91V'
but it was pointed out by the Prime Minister
and other Premiers who were partie: to the
decis the banks were under such an
oblwatxml, and that has been 1ecogm~ed
already by ne of the banks. 1 take it that
the obligatinn does rest on financial institu-

{19 Avcgust.]
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tions having fixed-money claims against mort-
wch'dmfr primary producers and
others engaged in industry, and that they
should be prepared to give such persons the
reduction in interest which is embodied in
le I have just enunciated—

“{¢) Relief in respeci of private mort-

gagc\.”

Moveover, on page 173 of the report, it is
also pointed out—

“The carrying out of one part 1is
dependent upon the ecarrying out of all
parts.”’

The Premier is dealing with paragraph (¢)
of miers’ plan to some extent in this

PreEMIER: We ham already dealt with
in the Financial Emergency Act.

I ORG AN SMITH:
T h

Oniy to some
is a limitation in that Act
5 equalls m thiv Bill. The Pre-
mier k'l(“\'a that it will not give the relicf
which he recognises is necessary for industry
weil as I do that, having roqard
to the diminished earn ing capamtv of people
'Wd in prod "on they can no longer
the proportion of their mcomcr tbar, at
> they have to pay in the form of
mterest. Take the wheatgrower, for instance.
The Pzevier: The other Bill dealt with
interest.

AN SMITH: The Premier

m:,hcs, but T am endenv-
s poiut here that the chief
difficulty of rs and producers, whether
primary or ondary, is the interest burden,
apart aliogether from the other conditions
of the mortgage, and the Financial Emer-
gency Act which he quotes as dealing Wlth'
interest contains the same limitation that is
embodied in this Bill. The Premier must
vealise that a sagar farmer or other pro-
ducer who has obtained an advance from o
financial institution can obtain no advantage
either under this Biil or the previous mea-

)mm" to ma

sure where the money is at call.
The Prewmmg: That is not necestary.
because the ban‘ are doing it voluntarily.
e, W. FORGANM SMITH: They have

not signified their intention to do that. If
the banks undertook to reduce the 3ntor_esn
charges by 1 per cent., and that intimation
wis lro"rwu in its apphcn‘mon then it would
nly b‘ an advantage.
I3 18 so.

v, W, FORGAN SMITH : as ]
been ¢iven effect to up to the present; they
have bnen vers dilatory in connection with
tho muttor, is Bill provides for voluntary
: mmmh being made and for those
nents to be rescgnized by the court.
i claims ab
duetion in
,t th(,v are

[oy

ooy

promnou 1o do 11‘0 Hvln txlxl
there is no nond to scek the m(l of 11(:
conrt: bui, if they are not pmrpamd to do
the ht thine veluntarily, why should th
wot be wiven the s sune terms and couditin
as mh'n mortgamees?

The Premics has stated that the Bill to

some (\\tcm closely follows the New Zealand
Act. In many particulars it is word for

*"“h the Mew Zealend Act. have
road the Bill in coniupction with that Act;
ut in \m" Zealand the law applies to the
Crown as a mortgagee, Nob so in 11119 case.
The Crewn i= mortgagee in many cases In

Mr. Smith.]

word
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Quecnstand. No doubt the Premier will
point out that in connection with the State
housing schemc provision has alreads been
made; but that does not apply to all cases
in which the Crown has advanced money
on fixed mortgages. A very large amount
of money is held on fixed mortgage by the
tate Advances Corporation.

The Previer: The Crown will
treat the people fairly.

Me. W. FORGAN SMITH: The Bil
should apply to the Crown. Special legisla-
tion has been introduced to deal with the
State housing scheme, and probably it will
be adequats to deal with the situafion pro-
vided it is sympathetically administered;
but the same should apply to other mortgage
securities held by the Crown. large sums
of money have been advanced by the State
Advances Corporation, by the Public Cura-
tor, and by the State Government Insurance
Office.  Is the mortgagor under a mortgage
agreement with the Public Curator to be
deprived of any advantages under this or
any other law?  Why should the same con-
ditiors not apply to the mortgages held by
the Public Curator as apply to mortgages
held by similar institutions carrying on their
operations apart from Goverrment enterprisce
altogether? It may be urged that in the
case of the State Advances Corpuration the
intercsy chargeablo is smaller ihan that
charged by private enterprise. That is true.
The raie chargeable by the State Advances
Corporation is cnly 5 per cent., and in some
cares 6 per cent.; but the rate chargeable
by the Public Curator is 7 per cent., % per
cent., and 8 per cent. on first mortgage, in
coinmon with the Union Trustee Company
or any private company engaged in a Simi-
lar busi The borrower from the Public
Curstor is entitled to the same relief as is
gvailable to the borrower from any other
flnancial institution. The Premier should
have something to say on that point when
the Rill is in Committee. Probably the
Tressurer will agree that the person indebied
to the Public Curator should have the same
right to apply for » variation of the terms
and conditions of his mortrige as if it were
held by any other irstitution. Whether he
aerces with me or not, that is mv view.
Where the Crown is the morfgasce and the
conditions are similar, the samoe principles
in law should apply.

Another provision in the Bill mdicates
the apologetic manner in which the Govern-
ment -have faced this question. They give
power to the Governor in Council to exempt
other classes of mortgage from the onerd.
tions of the Act. In other words, Pariia-
ment may pass this Bill thinkine that it
may apply to certain money claim<; vo.
when  Parliasshnt goes  into recess,  the
Governor in Council may withdraw any class
of morfgane from the operation of this
measure,  That is a power that sheuld not
ba required in this or g other similar
measure.  The Premier pointed out quite
trulv that wide diserctionary power is given
to the court. e alto pointed cut very traly
that the mortgageo’s rights are fullr pro-
tected under any application that mav he
made fo the court; yeb, notwithstandine all
these safeguards, we find that, after Parlia-
ment has passed a Bill purportitg to grant
relicf to borrowers, who through no fault
of their own are unable to continue their
payments and apply for relief, the (fovorn.
ment, by Order in Council, can excmpt any

[3fr. Smith.
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person  or pevsons or mortgage from the
operations of the measure. There is a safe-
guard in the court and the general pro-
visions of the Bill without any necessity of
giving the Governor in Council the authority
I have mentioned.

So far as the Bill grants rclief, and so
far as it prevents foreclosure and gives
power to the court to grant a variation
over the terms and conditions of the mort-
gage, it is an advantage; but I am satisfied
that it does not In any way copc earnestly
with the real problem that confronts Queens-
land. and will not give that form of relief
which a large and descrving class in the
community deserves and expects from this
Parliament.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) [8.33]: The
Premier, by interjection to-night, said
exactly the opposite of his statement during
the debate on the Financial Emergency Bill.
I then asked him did the interpretation of
mortgage include bank advances and over-
drafts, and he said, “ Yes.”

The Premizr: I did not.
Mr. BEDFORD: The Premier replicd

Y Yes,” and ¢ Hansard,”” unless it has been

edited since, will support my statement.

The Prewmigr: If T did say so, 1 was
wrong.
Mr. BEDFORD: I can assurc the hon.

gentleman he did say so in answer to my
interjection; but he was wrong.

The Previer: I was wrong if I said that.

Mr. BEDFORD: To-day the Premier said
that the present interpretation of ¢ mort-
» does not cover bank overdrafts.

The Previer: I said. if it was a fixed
mortguage to 2 bank, it did, but it ~would not
apnly to bank overdrafts.

Mr. BEDFORD: Similarly in the New
Zealand  Aes we find that the Crown is
not exempted from the purpose of the Bill
In this State the Crown is exempt. The
interpretation given to-day by the Premier
that the term ** mortgage ” does not include
bank overdrafts makes this Bill at variance
with the New Zealand Act, and it is also
at variance in that respect with later legis-
lation introducnrd both in Vietoria and South
Australia.

The PreEMizr: Victoria has not introduced
this at all.

MMr. BEDFORD: Victoria has not intro-
duced this measure, but has introduced a
Bill. which bas been passed and has now

become an Act. by which at any moment its
provisions mav be proclaimed against the
banks.

The Prrwir:
interest,

That is only in respect of
This Bill deals with principal.

3ir, BEDFORD: The Victorian Act may
be proclaimed against those banks which
do not agree to come to hecl.

The Prewien: That is onlv with respect to
interest.

My, BEDFORD: Similarly with interest
and similarly with a mortgage.

The PzE
et doal

Mr. Jpwanps: Ile is wrong.
any notice of him.

No—the Victorian Act does
the prineipal.

Don’t take
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Mr. BEDFORD: The hon. member does
not know anything about it. e simply says
*“You are wrong.”

The PreMiEr: I do.

Mr. BEDFORD : I admit the hon. gentle-
man has a good deal of knowledge on that
subject. The position in regard to this Bill
is the statement that the Governor in Council
may apply the provisions of the Bill, with
the necessary modifications to a lease con-
taining an optional or compulsory purchasing
clause. This means that pastoral leases are
cut out of the Bill. What has happened in
regard to the Premier’s offer to pastoral and
finaneial associations and other companies for
the relief of selectors and others on whose
properties they held mortgages? In most
cases the extension hns been given to large
pastoral companics. Two of them in my own
electorate have never been up against trouble,
and should not have had any extension of
lease. The extension of lease has not been
in the direction of helping those people who
deserve it, because there are still the Union
Trustee Companv and other conmanles who
ave successfully attempting to put people off
the land altogether.

‘Whilst talking on this Bill T listened care-
fully to the Promier while I was not inter-
jecting—which was most of the time—
(langhter)—and I discovered finally that this
Biil would not have been necessary had the
Premiers’ Conference done the job as rightly
as the Commonwealth Government wished it
to do. It will be remembercd that in the
preliminary conference there was no attempt
at the reduction of interest. There was to
be no proposal for the relief of mortgagors
or of anvy other people. When I askcd a
question in this IHouse early this session as
to whether there would be any moratorlum
granted in respect of mortgaw s, the Pre-

o

mier veplied, ** No.” not contem-
plated.
The Proarer: I told vour leader on the

first day of the emergency session.

org

Mr. BDEDFORD: The hon. gentleman did
not tell me. (Laughter.) At least he ought
to have told him to tell me. (Renewed
laughter.)

The Preyrer: I didn’t want it to get about,
because if pom)h, knew it was going to come
on, they would have taken advantage of it.

Mr. BEDFORD: In any cave, even when
the two geniunsrs representing this State—
the Premier and our honourable friend from
the Band of Xlope—went to Xleibourne.
there was no attempt made to talk about
such a sacrosanet thing as interest, nor was
there any sattcmpt to talk about a mora-
iorium The Treasurer had only this to
& Tf they would only ba’n'nce Budgets
as LhO fmmies ‘m Niemever desired, it might
be pessible to borrow mora money in Bri t'u
Any Tre rrer W orth his sock 1 Australl
to-day knows t the only g m* thing we
have to shy off is foreign horrowcd money.
The greatest Liarm dene to this ccountry,
excent by war, was done by the Bruce-Page
Government’s six and a-half vears of floatir
loans oversens in order to i tror{um n
£100.000.000 of imports :
The Preyzer: Did not the present Federal
Treasurer contemnplate going overseas for
money ?

Mr. BEDFORD : Then he had better stoy
where ke is and dr'cide that Amtralla i3
finished with forcign borrowing * for keeps.”

at
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The TrREASURER: Were you not behind a
Government which bon‘owed more than any
other Government in Queensland?

Mr. BEDFORD:
the Government,

I may have sat behind
just as I might have sat
behind the Treasurer in a fram without
arreeing with him. The whole trouble has
been ths, and it must be faced.

This is a statement made by the Secretary
for Labour and Industry in onc of his rare
iucid moments—

*“ There are some very mistaken ideas
about how this problem of unemployment
should be tackled. Some of them, even
though actuated by the highest 1deals
would bring calamlty to the commumty
if put into operatlon. We have not got
to lose sight of the future. The nation
is temperarily disorganised, We must
be careful not to do anything that will
tend to weakon the morale of “the people
in the future.”

How has the morale of the people been.
weakened 7

Just because there has been no attempt
to deal with this tyranny of the banking
cvstem—which is affecting the Treasurer pri-
vately as much as anyone else: just a« there
is no attempt to dml with the tyranny of
mo bankine svstem; just becauss there has
heen mo atiempt to make the reduction of
mtm <t statutory, as the reduction of wages
has been made siatutory, and was only made
pt.‘tutor in this case because the workers
did not have enough moner to get a voice
to squeal loud enough to prevent the cut in
the wages—ther talk of prevon’cmg a loss
it the suovale of tie people! What is hap-
pening? We have stupid people who argue
that ¥r e, in framing its paper currency,
almost ecams to ruin—meglecting the condi-
tions that France was surrounded by, neﬂlec‘c-
ine the foct that hecause they cut one king’s
head off they were unmodlately opposed bv

the coalesced kings of Jnumnc, and there was
fized un in England as an zct of war—as a

proper precaution—as a Y)roner attempt to
fight the ememy—a forgery factory in which

£600,000.000 worth of I‘rcn(’h francs were
Tanuiactured.  No such possibility could
happen here. In spite of that fact. that
country, in 1870, after having been beaten
in o war with Germany, was able to pay

coveats milliards of francs in two-fifths of the
time alloited to it. Just beenuse France with
its £E0N0L0LIY sinrling of forged notes, with

depresiatod  currenc *Juct because that
happened, they would say, ““If vou inflate
the credit of this country by £20.000,000 the
country will immedi ately be ruined.” What
iz happening? Austr alia is now paying
£12.000.000 2 vear in doles. In tvo ycms
the dotl 11 be up to £24.000,000; and.
Ionig as it is barrowed money, your <tuplds
who helicre in fidelity to the money-lender,
l «liave that because you inflate the curreney
by £24.600.000 ard (70 not owe it, the eou‘i‘m‘
ned, Now what is happening
Tarege numbers of uvempmvod and
still he unemploved at the end
The voung fellows growing
2 vOoAr ago will ba on
and hoes v ven will
‘nvest position of anv coun-
: ol Theve are 3.000.000 in
Tnoland on the doln—peanle v‘ho never work
1o who were vounzsters at the time
-, and who have grown up on the
married on  the dole, and bought

Mr. Bedford.]

ivv in the
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radios on the dole to play jazz on the doles.
Anyone who says the people of Australia will
never revolt has lost sight of the fact that
these puople are being doped out of revolt
with the dole. They are being doped into
the belief that, after all, this 1s the best of
all postible worlds, and it does net matter,
things can go on as they are and that when
the Government dole is ended they can
cadge from somebody else.

That does not maiter to people who do not
count, to people who are naturally loafers,
bui to tho good workers of this country—
men who in two years will be good workers
no more because they will have lost the hsbit
of work—how can anybody say that the infla-
tion they nre =frald of is not bettor than the

deflati of manhood, the deflation of the
aone moral charactor of the men, the

1 habit of werk? It
cos for parallel,
i3 gut on own., It

deflation of the gonc
no use going
this cour

e 3 .
onir oae parallel in the wor
is Smeries, where conditic

simniary bub

I

Amer

120.000.009, ahout
less  than : and
! v d fhoy ave
p(‘opzt‘, o earth with regard to

) i
, and have a trewmendous concep-
svent works,  They know how to

they are the ¢l 1 people
ir only tronhle i
P in thelr coninn
put over them the curie of pr
otherwise the country is perfect.” This coun-
try how not done onc-fifth or opa-tenth of its
work: so why should it sit down and talk
of dele? Why sheuld this inflation of credit
be wrong in new countries that only use the
money for development? It may be wrong
in countrics whick., with their work done.
use the money for social services and in
connection with services which will provide
no work by reason of the expenditure. The
rer hopes that Australin will soon be
o happy position of being able to
borrow money again in Iingland. Damn
such a day!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BEDFORD: I say coundemn such a
day happening—also dash it ail! (Laugh-
ter.)  The scheme of borrowing over
could only come out of the mouth of
importers—men naturally opposed to the
geneval progression of Australia.

We hear talk from the opposite honches
sbout the man on the land. What is the
value of his crops if the man in the city i

not consuming them? We hear continual
talk about the eantagzoaisin of the towns.

i1 the co

8]

neople

pveonle, as if the

ore sacrossvet in the way of genius
© one man in the country prods the
anvilling bullock to his death in the shambles
sud the other fellow in the town iakes a
pair of shoer out of its hide.

The
Bills like thi

orrv position of Australin is that
are peccssary; bub they are
escapable.  With o little more visien on the
part of that heteromenccevs eslloviion  of
people called the Premiers’ Conferince—three
of them Torics, two of ihem Labour, and
one the “yogue elephant ” from » Bouth
Wales—DhIr. Lang—one would rconsider that
Australia was down and out; that its posi-
tion was such that it could naver have been
able to spend £900.000.000 con the = T
although its position was such that the
biggest figure passed the other day in the
[3Ir. Bedford.
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Commonwealth Estimates was for war ser-
view,  One would consider that Australia,
too, was so far down and out that the values
of its securities overseas were nil. But
everrbody knows that dear money has been
the cause of reducing Australian & per Cents.
to 50 por cent. of their value in order that
they should ecarn 6 per cent., because inves-
tors could get 6 per cent. or 7 per cont. on
the open  market. It does not matter
whether you call it an inflation of the cur-
rency, which is a - defiation of interest—
whether you call it borrowing, and borrow-
iner is the worst kind of inflation-——Australia

i ve to sot dewn to the fact that there
200,600,000 of reproductive works to he

here are
s to be

2 to be

two 3 s on tho
a is that by cat-
we mav

thin
v have
The St
o7 we m
ot an 1

1den
able to Treu
§ man rocognise
1 uch a thin=? Why tic onecself
to the iden of borrowing and of leing
thereby financially respectable when you can
provide for vour people with an extonsion
of vour own credit and your own currency
and—without paying interest—rederm it in
iftren years by putting in a sinking fund
of 6 per cont.?

The SecpETaARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
v. Scullin evidently has not hesrd of »ou.

Mr. BEDFORD: And God never heard
gentleman. and I do not think
he ever will. Mr. Scuilin has heard of me,
but he has never sent for me, becausc he
has no need of me. Certainly the Govern-
ment will never send for anybody with
intelligence. It might put them out of court.
T take this Bill with some thankfulness,
Imowing that it is necessary, but knowing
also that it is cxecarable, and hoping %hat
the nest Premiers” Conference, or at least
(

the Fedaral Government, will soon get sufi-
cient power from the people to put their
own xcheme of currency--inflation if you like
-—info operstion.

Mir. COOPER (Bremer) [8.58]: One must
secept this Bill on the prineiple that half
w Joaf is better than no bread, although

in  fairacss it mar» be =aid that parhz}p‘s
there s morve than half o leaf in o
vartiend memmre. YWhat one is  afraid

cf, however, is that cventually a good deal
Tees even then the heel of the leaf may be
Irtt, broeause the B contains the versy per-
ricious provision that, when it becomes an
Act after the Howse has approved of it, the
Govern 1 Council may cut out everything
contained in it

The Prz:

wonld be the good of

What is the good of cn-

net & provicion the Governor 1In
Covneil, at bis own £t owill, muey ab any
time cut from the provisions of the
east any kind of o re provided
for dn the Bil? That seems =an  exira-

ordinary provision; and, although the Bill
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otherwise may give something like a little
more then half a loaf, it may be that
finally practiczlly only the heel of the loaf

that will be left for the peopl of this
State. When one considers what has been
done in othsr Staten in this direction, one

is astenished that something of a far {jTL'ltE)l‘
bonefit has not been suggested in this Parlia-
ment.

Tha PreviER: We
mterest

have alreadsr dealt with

Ile. COCPER: Interoest,
big thing *ho overnm

but
already it v
allowing the groaios Eonumis
Yo reraain cutside the Bill, Thes
jing the o t mumbor of mor
no scob y ¥ ragee: of
el 7 ier ourfb* to be
othor of .the y
ther mor
, A

mones
aware, ai
Clonferons
was to 1, o
and that
b= intevest
part and

“DC Eag)
el
wore aveare,
meluded i
s

be uwod as
“"T\‘l(‘\\ }uun.
That 15 nob zo.

: entie-
“ho took a
than the

10+
were

ceont and
part in its p;'occodi’m

ary convineed theat th was 80;
prepoaderance of cvidence is
t“r Treasurer, and as 1 as an Aus-
E one of the j I am prepared
to accepf the weight of the evidenes as
being erainst the Treasurer of this State.
That being the case, the Tressures’s em-
pha ial that it is not so makes one
wonder it true  that the
Premier

whether it s

and the Treasurer have bowed
to their m
The

sters, the banks,
PeENTER: Propaganda !

Mr. COOPE The moment one begins to
to touca the Lrufh there comes the pauot cry
from rho Governmsmt  henches—** propa-
ganda.”  They wesm o think that there will
be in that word as much suving grace as
there was for the “mxoas OM tady ow” old in
the word “ Zlcsopota mla They think that
by the precious word *‘ propaganda ” all
their sins may he excused; but nothing will
cxcuse the e sin «‘o‘a‘m‘rtcl by the Go-
vernmont of this State in bowing to their
ma?ters, the banks. The Premier, of course
laughs; but apparen the hon. gentleman’s
memory is very shovt. He forgets the Pre-
C‘oqsrmnrm beold in fobluarv of this
n showed, as the report indi-
0 wmrely at the disposal of

¢

men
cator

the be er the banks said was his
law; and wh - the banks said he was pre-
mu*cd to J,bldC by in any shape or form. On
that occasion the Prime Minister snd the

Treasurer of the Commonwealth suggested
that they might be given the opportunity of
approaching the banks with a view to plac~
ing tli‘ Comians calth scheme before them.
The I remiors a ﬁ(‘(“bvou at that oorfewnce
knew ve well what thet proposal was

think the Treasursr of this State moved the
resolution that they appronch the banks. Of
coursa that was a very hsvmless resolution.

The Premier has said, ‘\‘713 2t would be the
good of introdneins this if we were going

il
But what was the ffood
of the Treasurer of this State moving a
resolution  that the Foderal Treasurer
approzch the hanks with his scheme if the

to cut it to picec
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Treasurer of this State knew that the scheme
was to fall to the ground? If he pretends
now that he knew that the Federal Trea-
surcr’s scheme was not to be accepted, then
one of two things is the truth. Either he
moved the resolution with his tongue in his
cheele—which was & wrong thing for a Trea-
surer of an important Stnge like Queensland
to do—or he was ready to obey the behest of

his , the bauks., After the Premiers
and the Tronsurers assembled at that con-
feronce had heard this statement by the

Prime "\/Im‘stor and the Federal Treasurer,
Bt they should koow the
. Only one man in the
bering at that conferers: stood to
opposition to the sch‘me, and
; Jdlu(’\ Mitchell, Premier of
Jlin. ¥l last words were, L
("‘]\\t to t‘m cclmnm There was no objee-

ticn by the Pr - of this State, and there
was no objecti by the Trossurer of this
State. The (‘ou]d not object because they
had not b\' ard from their ¢35, the l\aA,Ls‘

cndod on their =0 \\[)Cl,h"‘,l‘ the

thin supporters of the

Commeonwvealth Govern-

iy the banks,

; said, ¢ Yes, indeed; we

5 proposal 75 but had  the

“Voery good-—not a hed idea:

ro alond hoitb | issue vour 3,000,000

of filuciary net the Treasurer of this

State and the Pirmicr of this Siate would
have s “¥ we suppott it.”’

The PRE\]U:!Z We took two d: allo-

cating the unts among the States before

we woeut th

COOPER . Showing the wonderful
that they then had in this scheme,
showing  that their future attitude
depc'm‘ec upon what the banks had to say.
It was at that conference that the Federal
Treasurer twiited the Tressurer of Queens-
land. He said that the Treasurer of Queens-
land would be the first man to hold out his
hard for his quota if the scheme were
adopted.

He said that to Sir James
r James Liitchell said, ¢ You

try me.”

Ar. COOPER: I have not the slightest
that the Federal Treasurer would have
nown fav tco much to try it.
The 5 TARY FOR RAILWAYS:
any more fanny siories to tell?

A COOPER : I shall be able to tell the
hon. gentleman a funny story at the proper
tirme.  He had his fiduciary issue on the
rallway workers of Queensland some two
vears ago. We want to see how, when the
time comes, he will honour his fiduciary
issu The funny story will have a tragic
cnding when the time comes.

The two great blots on this Bill are, firstly,
that moncy at call is not covered by the pro-

ns of the Bill, and, sccondly, the pro-
on which allows the (Jmelnor in Council
to wipe out the very neeessary things which
it f,,ﬂ}w» to enact. umh a posx’fxon cannot be
:LHOWQ’I to pass without protest Years ago
it was quite common for the daily press to
<\by‘ct to a yﬂm\‘ in the nature of giving
pow to do anything in connection with an
Act of Parliament under an Order in Coun-
cil. It was called government by regulation.
There is 20w no measure which comes before
this Iiouse that does not give wider powers

Mr. Cooper.]

Have you
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to the Governor in Council than are actually
taken by Parliament itself. On a very
important matter of this kind one canno
allow a Bill which is of far-reaching import-
ance to the majority of the people, parti-
cularly to the trading community, to pass
without making a violent protest against
that particular provision.

The Premier: Do you know that that very
provigion is in the New Zealand Act?

My. COOPER: I have no knowledge of
1t, but I fail to see that hon. members should
bow down and pass any Act simply because
it is based on an Act that has been passed
in New Zealand.

The Prrarrr: VYour leader said that the
provisions of this Bill largely followed the
New Zealand Act.

Mr. COOPER: If the Premier did copy
the New Zealand Act in this respeet, then he
copied a principle which is entirely wrong.

. The Previzr: Tt is an experiment, and it
is something which may be found unworkable.

Mr. COOPER: It is a wonderful experi-
ment which gives power to the Governor in
Council to vepeal this Bill although it is
passed by Parliament. Surely that should
not he permissible in any measure passed by
this House !

The Prmmirr: The Governor in Councii
can repeal an Order in Council ot any ime
by proclamation.

Mr. COOPTR : That is an entirvely different
thing. That gives Parliament power to know
what is being donc; but, when power is
provided, as it is in this Bill, to give the
Governor in Council power to take out this
particular class of morteage, that particular
cless of mortgage, and some other particular
cluss of mortgage, then the Government are
giving the Governor in Council a power
which thiz Fouse in the main does not intend
to give: and, if this ITo spoke as it should.
it uld esk that this particular clanse be
excised.  This particular clause is clause 3
(8).  Sufficient power is conferred on the
Governor in Council under that clause %o
nullify_the whole intention of Parliament.
If the Premier is prepared to take that clause
out of the Bill, we will, at the proper
moment, see how far he is prepared to keep
faith in that particular direction.

The matter of the compulsory protection
of these people e as the Prowiior sars. somo.
thing in the nature of an expsviment. I
would heve besn much botter plessnd i the
hon. gent wnr had atiended to this Bill
carlier in the sewion, because it i g mwabbor
of great importance to many people.  In
more than one contre in Ouecnsland cotatoe
agents ard other peeple who hold morte ages
are pressing for all thes wsve worlh to ant
their morfurgen throueh or taken up before
thizs Bill bhrcomes The il 1=
throtich: and, if these peonle con
and geot eversthing finalised befors
beconies law, n the retrospective
will not count for mush.

Mr. Hfaxwers: It dates from the  Ist
August,

Me. COODPER.
clude their business
law, ther have been ass
that the foroclo 1 be in every waw
legal.  The Premier knows that. Ha must
have known that representations have becn

[Mr. Cooper.
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made to him in that direction, and that
dating this provision back to the Ist August
iz not sufficient to protect people whose fore-
closures will be absolutely completed before
the passing of this measure. The Premier
must have had representations made to him
on the subject,

The Premier: No.

Mr. COOPER: Protests have been made
at more than one meeting on this very sub-
jeet; and the Premier must know that the
provision in this Bill is not sufficiently strong
to protect the people who are being fore-
closed.

The Prexizr: Do you know of one case?

Mr. COOPER : I can give the hon. gentle-
man more than one.

The SecreraRY FOR Ppsric INSTRUCTION :
You cannot get an order for foreclosure
TIOW.

Mr. COOPER: Since the lst July these
people have been doing their best to get
matters finalised because they knew of the
approach of this measure. Many people who
have paid more than half the purchase money
payvable on homes and who are in arrears
to the extent of a few wecks only are in
imminent peril of losing their homes because
this Bill was not attended to carlier in the
session. :

Mr. Maxwern interjected.

Mre, COOPER: After all, opinions are
merely  individual opinions, and the man
who bas no opinion of his own—and T sug-
gest thet the hon. member who interjects-
has no opinion, and alwsys takes some-
bedy else’s opinien for his own—has not the
weicht of the iudividual who has an opinion
of his own.

The Trrastrzr : You know you got Logged
jast a little while ago. (Laughter.)

Mr. COOPER: If T were bogged, I would
not appeal to the Treasurver to pull me out,
because, so far as financial matters of the
concerned—and indeed so far as
Snancial matters generally go—no person has
floundered more often than has the Treasurer
of this State. As the hon. member for
Gregery said, his tailboard has never been
out of the muck., His figures have becn
nothing but a boz since the first time he
ever dealt with them, and nobody is able
vot to understand the byroads into which he
attempts to lead this Fouse in an explana-
ticn of his figuyss. However, I must not
dilate on that matter, and, so that I may
not be accased of cansing any undue delay
in the passage of this measure which is so
nrgontly needed, I will urge its passage so
that the half loaf which is being given to
the peonle of Queensland may become law.
May I point out to the Premier that it i3
not vob too late to masbe this a full and
satisfactory Bill. by making it apply to all
cla of mortrage. If the hon. gentleman
will accept such an amendmeoent as rveadily
as he propo to accept an amendment in
another direcetion, then I shall be indeed
pleased.

Question—° That the Bill be now read a
second time V—put and passed.

Censideration of the Bill in Committee
mado an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.10 p.m.






