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356 Questions. [ASSE:'IiBLY.] Question.". 

WEDNESDAY., 19 AUGUST, 1931. 

Mr. SPElKER (Hon. C. Ta:ylGr, H'indsor) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

QUESTIOI~~s. 

HEDuCTlON DY BAxKs OF Ixn:REST ox 
SELECTORS' OVERDRAFTS. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrcgo) asked the 
Premier-

" Seeing that selectors are still being 
charged 8 per cent. by banking concerns 
that insist on tl10ir intere,.t ra.te on 
overdrafts being reduced at their 
plE?asurc. if a+. afl, a.nd in conside1·at1on 
of the fact that men on the land and 
industry generally in South Au,tralia 
and \Tirtoria nre under bett,·-r interest 
conditions becJ,nse of the reduction of 
intcrc,,t bPing statuio!.~y in thos~ Statec-,, 
·will the Government introduce le('"isla­
tion to compel a rNJuction of ovcr(haft 
intcre:-:i-! 8 nd so make intrn~st condi­
tions in QnPcnslar.d equal to those of 
South An~tra.Iia and 1lictorio. ?" 

The PRE;)LIER (Hon. A. E. ::vloore, 
Aubigny) replied-

" Th,' qur·tion nppoars to bo fonnck,l 
on incurref't prrn~iscs. I nm adv1srd that 
the Qucc"-~sland ba1:ks are carrying out 

[Mr. O'Kcef('. 

the agreement. ond that a puhiic an· 
nonnf'C·lnc -,t will be r.nado 11J the course 
of a fcvv days." 

_A_D]J11'\ISTRATIO:\I' 01? LAXD COilH:IIGSIO:!:\EJ~, 
CHARLEVILLI<:. 

Mr. BEDFORD (TVarrego) asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

" As I havo received rnany cou1plaints 
of the of land administration 
in the district, \',ill he in-
quire or not the aJ.rninistration of 
the tH'C3ont local lanJ::; cornmissioner is 
satisfactory to the administration." 

The SECHETARY FOR PuBLIC L_\XDS 
(Hon. \V. A. Deacon, Cnnningltarn), 
renlicd-

... "If the ho_r, rrh:rnbor will £;i\ o me a. 
list o£ the ru tters about wi1ich con'l­
plaints l1aYc I~·ccn rnado to him, they 
will be duly inquired into.'' 

PRICE OF BRE.\D AT AUGAT;ULLA AND \VAGES 
OF STATION HANDS. 

::Vlr. BEDFORD (TVarrego) asked the 
Secretary for Labour and Inc:ushy-

': 1. As the Govcrn1ncnt clai1n is that 
r~ duction of wages has bc._'n accornpanied 
by a reduced cost of liYing-such argu· 
mPnt being founded on the statement 
that the r,,duced bacic wage of £3 14s. 
is an ~..Jf0ctivc \vage as compared \vith 
th0 -,][,;god lower cost of commodities 
-will he C':plain why the price of the 
2-lL. loaf, bc.ing Sd. at Augathella, 
rnakc3 f'ffertivc thP loc 1l ·wage for 
station hands of £1 lOs. a week to 
marri< d men with families? 

" 2. \Vas not any attempt at reducing 
t.he price of, br~aclstnffs ab?,'·tod by the 
fixation of tno hour pncc ? 

Tl"' SECRETARY OF PGTILIC IK­
STRUCTIOX (Uon. R. id. King, Looa"), 
for tha s=~C;tETARY FOR LABOGR 
AND IKDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, 
Sanrlgatr;) replied-

" 1. The price of bread is not fixed at 
_Augathclla, and apparently the r_csi,dcnts 
tl10rc a1 e sati:•fied ~h?t local pnccs are 
adap·,cd to Io(':ll conditions. 

' 2. ·:\o. Tn TIUITlcrous cn>.~s ]oral 
price~ for bread h11vc been reviewed by 
tho Prico Fixing Con11nissioner, with 
bttisfactcry resuLs to the public." 

APrREXTICESHIP REGULATIONs. 

Mr'. HANC:ON (llurardrt) a·kecl the Secre­
tary for La!:our ar,d Indnstt·y-

" L 'What was the number of youths 
registered a,, dc-;irous of bccon:!ing 
apprentices to thr skill0d trades aJ at 
(a) 30th Jmw, 1929, and (b) as at 30th 
J ur.c, 19311 

" 2. How n:.any of the 
plnccd as apprentices 
vcars erdcd 30th 
J uec, 1831. 

n nn liraub~ \VC re 
· · nch of the 

and 30th 

The SEC'1ETMlY PFBLJC l~-
STR1JCTION (lion. ~. 1{1ng. Lr;;:an), 
for the SF:CB.Ef ',HY C1F LABOfJH i\XD 
INDUSTI::.-y (lion. JI. E. Sizer, SamlfJltc), 
replied-

"' L. 

"" ~. 

(a) E-67: (b) 2::3. 
(a) 717; (b) 222.:' 
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LITHOGRAPHIC PRINTING FOR TouRIST 
BUREAU. 

Mr. HANSON (Buranda) asked the Secre· 
tary for Railway"-

" \Vith reference to the litho:_sraphic 
poster in the window at the Tourist 
Bureau, Gcorge street, Bl'isba!le, 
inscribed ' Seek the Winter Sunlight, 
North Queensland,' and showing at foot 
thereof the name of ' Moore Young 
Lithographic Company, M:elbourne,' as 
the printcrs-

1. \Yill he make inquiries to ~escer· 
tain if this class of printing 'vork can 
he executed in Qucon-land? 

2. If this litho~raphic work can b<· 
carricU out in this State, will he givP, 
future orders to a Quce11sland printing­
iirnl or firms'? 

3. Cnnnot tH:h 
1 

pc.,tcr ~.-:ork ..-J:c: ~~;.:.o~ 
cutcd at the; Covc~nment ~:.-rul rug 
Office." 

The SECRETARY FOR HAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied-

" 1 to 3. 'ThP ~(~ pnstcrs vv£ _ c priutcd 
by the ~:\.u~:trallun K'":tio:-.al Travd _:\~~o~ 

Workers' Dwellings 
Workers' Ifmnes . . . . 
Discharged SoldierR' Settlf>rnr~nt Act 
:mood and C):elone Rrotonl ion 

'· 2. Sec answer to 1. 
" 3. Arrears of iustalrnenis ~11nounting 

to £8,378 (workeu' dwellings £2,280. 
wol'kers' homes £5,938. Discharged Sol­
-diers' Settlement Act £145, a::~d flood and 
-cyclone restoration £15) wNe fLmded; 
in eust.'s whero the reduction of incon1e 
a ppearcd to be perm;,,nent, the term of 
repayment ,,·as extended in n1ost cases 
to t'hirh·-fi .. 'l·c '">ears. In cases ·whore th(' 
reduction in 1ncome appeared to bo of 
a tmnporary nr~hu,· or the applic::tnt 
was r.;:ttionc~~ or ou short tin1o, the 
Juonthlv instalrnent \Va3 H.'dncccl to a fah· 
ar1d rc-·sonablc sun1. but not lPss tbJ.n 
the cr.piiYalent oi the intcrc-5t on tho 
:-.u:m ow-ing, until the applicant resnrncd 
full tiiY~C>, er {or t-. ·elvP n101~th~, tho pc. 1-
tion th·;·u tu lx· reyic\'n·d. In cas£>::, 
v:brro the- a pplicnnt '" W3 UlWmployod, 
penalty ou tbe ~urears , .. ~s ·wai..-rd., and 
the npplic nn r:-..qucstPd to pay \vhat hn 
is nble) nd to keep the Corporatio21 
infor_;_1 - d fro1n t!n1o to of his posi-
t ion a Jd pm so ·;:hen ho 
nbta]J~Pd worl\: a rea fH.'I'1l1<l-

ncllt nntnr" his mcnthly i1 -talmem could 
Go .udju:5t'ud to uit hi.~ P~- itlon J.n.,_{ pro::­
jwcts. 

"Quite a. nu1nber of case in the !:-a.rne 
clad ;:;r; la:-:t. LlC'H · ~JneU in the pr, ceding· 
par.~c;raph lEL\'8 been noted for 'Ill appli­
eatiou for rulic£ to be lodged vvhen tho 
client sccur<:-~d l.,_,asonably pcr·mancnt 
woi'k anrl l::cr''IllC\ able to pay punctually 
and regularly an antended lnstahnent of 
a suitable a.nount-in thc2c ; the 

cl a tion for u::e ovcrf>:Jas, and the Tourist 
Queensland, \Yas supplied with 

rcquiren1cnts free of charz-e." 

. .::\PPLICATroxs LNDER " STATE IIorSI};G RELIEr 
AcT OF 1930." 

Mr. HANLON (Ithacu) asked the Secretary 
for Public vYork-

" 1. How many applications were 
lodged by borrowers, purchasers, and 
others for a mcRourc of relief under thn 
pro1/isj,1ns of ' The State Housing Relief 
Ad of 1930 ' during the financial ye" r 
ju_,t closed? 

" 2. IIo\\" were nch applications doalt 
with. ,,!Jocatcd as l ;,,-ccn (•1) approval'·, 
(b) n•jcctions ., 

,; 3. \Yhat is the toial estirnatcd 
alllOlJ_nt of relief that ha~ been ~:JTordt·d. 
to the appl1eant·-, in fiUC' bon c:'' 

The SECR!~'L\RY FOR PGRLIC WORKS 
(I-lon. H. n:r. l(ing, Ll)(jC'I) rcplicJ-

" 1. .:\,l_.pl' -:ntion) fol' relief 

I~odged. 

Hou .:mE Hc!icf ~.\et of 1930.' 
~ to the 3Gth .}unc• 

: ApprOY( 1. : Itefnscd. 
I i 

297 
,jl)() 

10 
1 

() 

G 
l 

Cnder 
Con­

~,ideration. 

17 
f) 
l 

----'------'-------
904 12 27 

pPnalt:y on the arrears has been wn ived, 
und th(· dicnt requested to pay what ho 
is able meanwhile. and keep the Corpora­
tion acquainted from time to time of his 
position ard prospect:~. 

'~ In rnost \vorkers' honlE." cases as a 
n;e""lnc of rcl1ef the applicant is 
'xemnted either wholly or partially from 
hfo ~nsun~nc~~; each c:"3c ir:: carefully 
cnnsidu·ed ou its n1crit's. a!1d tho wishe:;. 
of the applicant in this 'regard respected 
a:~ i~1 r 1as possible; the principle, how­
PYC'l', is adoptf'd of preserving the lifH 
)Lsur<'nrc provisiGns. of the Act as far as 
por:-ibk.:' 

c\I'PL!f:A'l'IO:S:S c:S:DEH " PuRCHASERS OF 
.i-lo)Ib,; ll.ELIEF AcT OJ!' 1930." 

:\Ir. BHASSIXGTO='f (Ha/onne) a,ked tll'o 

"1. I-T"\\" nutny applications v:ero 
]o<'.l.!,'._cl ior a n1ea::;un of relief und!?r the 
pro\·j~~ons ol ' The Purchasers of Fiomt· 
Relief "\et uf 1930 ' during the financial 
YC'~1l' (•Edcd .J U11C lnf:t "? 

, •• 2. Is il~ the GoYPl'nrncnt's intPntiou 
10 c:,t:-J,J 1hc operation of this Act for 
~t furthrl' per1od after the end of DC'cr_rn­
ber nt>xt ?" 

The PE'~' flER (Hon. A. K 
ul~!~~rny) r _pl~ecl-

.F'ifty-four applications to 
infonnation for 

1--; :not available. 
Hti 
()r QLw",r, \ 

.. 2. y,,.,_" 

date in 
tlw r, 1t 
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lVfOTOR CABS A~D LORRIES PnRCHAS.ED B\ 
vvo~KEHS T:NDER Him: PURCHASE AGREE-
1\IE~TS. 

Mr. DR.\SSIKGTO~ (Balonne) asked the 
Pl'cmicl'-

n In conne:;t1on vvith articl~ . .:; lTlrchas'ed 
under the hire purchase agreement 
systcrn~ 

' 1. Is he aware that a numb<'r of 
\YOr~:::ors, 

1
whc;, after sc?urin.g n1otor 

cars anr1 1ornr'J and pa:, rng ?.n a con­
sicl0rn,ble sum of moncv under thi~ 
Rysten1, arc no\v, owing"' to ccono1nic 
circunl;:tancc-~, forced to relinquish pos­
scs.;;;ion of thoso vehicles? 

'2. Is he a'.vare that eyen after los­
jng the lnone:- paid i~1, dc1nands an· 
being maclo for payment of tho fu.ll 
·pnrch.tse price? 

' 3. Does the Relief to l\!ortgugors 
_\et give relief to these cases? 

' 4. If not, will the Government con­
:·.idcr introducin~ legislation to give 
this much needed protection?' " 

The PREl'vfiER (Hon. A. E. M:oore, 
"1 ubign.'J) replied-

" 1 and 2. I havo not received any 
complaints of mch naiur,'. 

"3. I r:fcr the hon. member to th,• 
definition of ' mortgage ' in the Mort­
gagors' Relief Bill. 

'' 4. See ans\Yer to No. 3. '' 

H.ULWAY EXPENDlTl'RE IN CENTRAL DISTRICT, 
1927-1931. 

Mr. FOLEY (T,, :chhm·dt) a ked the Sccre­
t:try for Railways-

" L \Yhat v, as the raih>·ay expenditure 
from Loan Fund in the Central district 
for the years 1927-28, 1928-29, 1929-30, 
and 1930-31, respectively? 

"2. 'What ''as the railway expenditure 
from Consolidated Revenue Fund in the 
Central di trict for the years 1927-28, 
1928-29, 1929-30, and 1930-31, rcspcc­
tiyely ?'' 

The SECHETARY 
1Hon. Godfrey ?v.Iorgan~ 

FOR RAILWAYS 
Jiurilla) replied-

"1.-
1927-1S28 
1928-1929 
1929-1930 
1930-1931 

Ex Relit j Fund. 
1929-193G 
1930-1931 

"2.-
1827-1923 
l928-l929 
1929-1930 
1930-1931 

"3.-
1927-1S28 
l9::::r:-1~-=~ 
lS29-193'J 
1930 1931 

Su ;n rr1-ary. 

£ 
288.241 
260.242 
161,186 
106,532 

6.296 
7,104 

1,183,115 
L235.031 
1,173,312 

974,073 

1,471,356 
1,495.273 
1,340.70; 
l,G87, 709 

£5,395)~2 ,. 

n~~DL'C:il( ~ OF RoY.H.TY C.F,\l'Gl:''-' TO c~)o~ ~: 
Tn.\PPERB. 

''h. FOLEY (T,,ichlw.'r/1) asked the Sc·:·,­
d"f fr,L· AnTi en]' ~_ll'O--

" In ,-ic\v o£ tht? fayourablr~ nc·;]t:ion 
of tho 1-\.nin1al- nnd Birds Trust ~\<:C'Jurlt, 

and the prohabili ly of the fur markei" 
1-H'inz tudaYonraJ,In to opo~sum trapper~ 
this :::ca~on, y,Till he give cons'ideration to 

redw-·tion of royalty charges for thP 
IH'C'· cnL season r' 

The SECRE1'AllY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. H. ll. vValkcr, Cooroora) replied-

" The ra to o£ roy<tlhT prescribed for 
{ fK smn r kins UJldcr ' rJ,he Aninuds and 
Birds Act , 1921 to 1921,' is considered 
.rcn 'Ollrrblc', ·nd a decline in tho fur 
rn • rkct 1,Yould rr in a corresponding 
dccl!:: _ in rovrrlt-u collections, favourablc'­
cqnside:cat:ion~ cannot be given to a. reduc­
tion of the prCE'_'nt rates." 

Hr:Cil'IE:i"T~ OF RgLIEF EATIO:<:S. 

1\Jr. A. JONES (llurkrc) asked the Sccr~­
tary for Labour aud Indestry-

" I-To"r 1:nany pPrsons Wf're receiving 
relief ration in the follo\\ing areas:-

' 1. Greater Brisbane? 

'2. Rcinaindcr of State, during tlw 
month of ,June in the following years, 
rcspcctiyc]y :-(a) 1929; (b) 1930; and 
(c) 1931 ?' " 

The· SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
10TDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate) 
n'plicd-

" 1. and 2. The information is being 
obtained." 

F;xPENDJTc:m: o~l l' uBLlC BriLDIXGS, BRTSBANE 
AND Roc?:HAMPTON. 

Mr. DU~LOP ( Rorkharnpton) asked the 
Secretary fo\· Public vVorks-

" \Yh,lt was the amount of money f;"pent 
on public 'vol'lcs buildings in Brisbane 
during tho last fifteen years, likc¥i ise 
in llockhampton for a sin1ilar period?" 

The SF;CRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. R. :\:':. King, Louan) replied-

" 'fhc tin1f) and e--::ponse which "\vould 
be~ C':Jt:n;ilcJ in extraC'ting these ~tatistics 
wonld not bt' warranted by the mforma­
tion to b" dcriYf'd. The hon. member 
1nay ohfai-n sufficient particulars for hi"' 
purpo o from the A1mual Reports of the 
l)cpnr+mcnt of Public \Yorks." 

MmTSTERS' ExPENSES, 1919-1931. 

Mr. DU:\LOI' (1/ockhampton) asked the 
l)rcmicr--

" \Vhat wac, the tot!l] nmount of cx­
P"'llS'."', paid to each Cabinet Minister 
during the ·la~.t ten years as far as tb0 
l:,_·.;t Go..-r•rnn1cnt ".Ya-, concerned, and 
what nn;:onnt: of expenses· "\vas paid to 
c·ach of tlw cnt Go,·crnmcut 
np 1.J ,June 

Th I'BR,TH~l' (Hon. A. E. ::\foore, 
~ t nl;iyn}) replied---

" Th. infonnaticn is lJcing obtained.'' 

Dt·Hcr y·AR"i·Vl :·~ POS'l OFFICE. 

)Jr. 1YUl'~L0P (lfocklui :tpfo t) asked thP 
li omc ~c'r_,.-'- l') 

" \V-it\ ~''.'"(';; to n1·; Ul 

nn ih: 6th 19-zl. re t 1
E' 

of the no...:t ' ::t "S::.,..f!r YlH1 

l)f'crnlhct !:1;.::. nd t1Jo ano;;~,ycr 

to ,,·il! hr' rnak0 lnrmirics 1f any 
rc,psrt.~ 1\'"I'C n1adP on this rnntter by the: 
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Police Deportment at Rockh,·mpton: 
and; jf ~o. will h·=: sarnc and oblige 
me \·:ith an ..;wers to four qU(:st1on:;; I 
a keel on the- f1.bove1ncntioncd date 7)) 

The HOME SECHETARY (IIon. J. C. 
P<•tersou. X onwnby) replied-

" Inquiries 1vill be made." 

BROTHEL r:J GL.\DSTOKE Ro.\D, RocKnnlPTOX. 

I11r. DU:\LOP ( llockham.plon) asked the 
HonL Scc"·dary-

" 1. r~ lw ;:pxaro that there a.rc snp­
pc ·!'cl to be ~ornc uncalled-for ralT!'·jnl!:-> 
on 1, brof:1ei at Glndstone l'OUd, Rock­
h;:nJptod, where rt ~· onng girl'~ rnothcr 
do ~~·ork ncriodieally, 0nd this girl is' 
Sf'Ch freqnciltl~v in this uncle.~ 1ra blc place? 

'· 2. h thi particular brothel rq;is­
tcrcd; how rnany undesirable girls rre 
there in thiJ place>; and do they come up 
for the U'ual periodical medical c•x­
airlination? 

" 3. \\'ill the Comorting Ad he prn­
po c•s to introduce thi se·'',ion deal in 
an:, w·1:v t,J,Yards greatly 1ninimising 
prostitution. 't" 

The HCr\IE SECREL\RY (Hon. .J. C. 
l'eterson, Tonnanby) replied-

" 1. ?\ o; but if he will give tho name 
of the i'ir! inquiry will be made. 

" 2. Br<Jthcls are not rcgi -tered. 
" 3. YPe, and I am hopeful that the 

achnin~strntion of it will haYe the effect 
dcRir0 d by ti1e hon. 111e1nber." 

C.m FA nE Fon DET 'Cn\-E-SEnGEA;>;T C.unLL. 
Hoc::::~H.\,:21fPTox. 

Mr. DV?\LOT' (llotkha ,., ion) ukerl the 
Hon1e Sccrc:tal'y-

. " Sc._·ing- tl10 fol]o,vlng (•ntry appears 
m a vonPhrr furnislwd to ::1-Tr. H. Black, 
on 20th Dccembet, 1930 (who w, running 
the ' Libert.v Fair ' in Rockhampton) by 
one 2\J:r. F. 2\Iellic!,, •·iz. :-

'lOth DecE>mlwr, 1930.-Taking Mr. 
Cahill ronnel to sec ~vir. Blade thu1 
round to Grosham Hotel to look for 
Mr. Eo ;,yo<Y!. then down to bns shnd, 
i hen to Police Station. then back to 
c;r<'sham Hotel. then over to 2\1r. Bos­
·,,·ood's hon"'- then to bus st<tnd, then 
round to Gresham Hotel and back to 
l'olice Station, at a cost of 12, . .'-

will h" call npon thi·, then Dd.ective­
Scrgertnt Cah1Il for a, r-Pport as ro \Yhv 
he .,.., as g-oinr.r about b- car ,xith the 
mana.~.r~-r of thif-: .~rur1Llin.!I sho1.v. and 
ill<tk~ -kHO\Yll tLC l'P<i50ll to tbi;:, Jim1:-;0 '?" 

The I-fOl\fE SF~H!1:ri\\HY (~-~r. .J. C. 
Peters( u. _Tar-_, ;by) l'O}Jli d--

" Th' n n ttc>r will be inqniTcd into." 

Ex,nnx.\TTOX FOTI IlAn.•.:rAY J)F.::-·:,o'T:\1EX'f 
.APP~tEXTl( 

J\r r. 
Sec· I' et 

"1. 

asked the 

dn~:~ w:1s th0 last qualify­
h Jd for a.dn1inion of 
R til·,yu.y Dcpa1·tn1cnt? 

"2. J~fo m •l"!'V 

t1w rn(<tr~;i11HtiGn 
and how 

f'ntcn'd for 
thn. Stat:•. 

qu, !ification 
test'! 

"3. liow rrlnn·,- apprt·1ticf_, havo been 
place{_1 in. th.e, dCparh_dcnt since the last 
examuw.t tan . 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Jiurillu) replied-

" 1. Between May and July, 1929, at 
y.arious depOts. 

"2. 569 candidates sat for the cxam[­
naiion: 1~9 qualified. 

"3. :t\il. To employ additional trade 
apprcn 1 1ccs "\Vould have mt,ant; paying off 
~L number of employee:;, probJbly so1ne 
Jnarrjcd, 0qui_Yo.lent to th,~ number o£ 
tr'ld_,.-. apprcntlces engagcJ. 

-'" 1.. ;R.ER OF GOYER~:!I'I:EX'£ E:}IPLOYEES, 
1929 AND 1931. 

:\lr. I~Y:t\ES (7'rn·r1s1.·iili) asked the 
Prernicr-

" \Yhnt 'vas the nurnbcr of Government 
employe£'"'~ including Loan \rote em­
ployee~. and other c<csual employees, but 
not including relief scheme employees, 
(a) as on the 30th June. 1929; and {b) 
as on the 30th June, 1931?" 

The PRfDHER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
.lubirnoy) replied-

" {a) This infonnation \vas giYen oE 

4th September, 1929. (b) This question 
hus ah·eadv been asked. and the rcquirer! 
infonnatio'i-I is being cOmpiled." 

\\'oRKEG I:Ioc:n~ ANT> ALLOWA~-iCES OF RAn.w.H 
B CFFET CAR E~fPLOYEES. 

~,fr. HY;--JES (To .. , L·illc) asked the 
S0crctary fqr Railvi<-ays-

" 1. \Yhat arc the a.ver:ge hours 
worked per \reek 1y th0 various classes 
of employees on the railway buffet cars? 

"2. \Vhat allovrancns~ if any, are paid 
to 'uch employees in compen ,ation for 
their comparatively longer workmg 
week in relation to the hours worked 
by employees on similar clas;,es of work 
in other refreshment-rooms? 

The SECEETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey }1org; n, J[urillu) replied-

" 1. :\ ot in excess of forty-eight hours, 
including incidental duties. 

•' 2. 7s. 6d .. le"' 15 pn ccni.. per week 
1n addition~ to ,\-crklv ''ago. This 
<!ffiQUlli.J 'Y[lR detcrn1incd V by thC A.rbitra­
t-iqn Court.'' 

Surrl\~E~Ts or CoKr:: FRO~r ~E\V SorTn \VALER 
FOR l\IOl:);T lsA '\IrxEs Cmrl'AKY. 

}fr. KlH\Y,I:\ (B.·isbanr), for ::'dr. COL­
LIXS (JJrnrc:1). ;,sked the Secretary for 
~l _H~ 

bc,;n (:rawn to 
shipn1r~1ts of coke being 

from Kc- South \Vales 
use ?' Iount I sa 1Iincs Con1~ 

r-tn:v? 

'' 2. L::. YIC\Y 

+L ~ BoYvcn 
for the 

\YC'I'P any reprcs 
nHHlc O:!.' conduct' d 
JllCJ:t to cnccuei..Q"P the 
coko ru1nircd 1~-cally 
~.1ount Isa? 



360 Papers. [ASSEniBLY.] Addres:; in Rer-ly. 

'· 3. In 1·icw of it being the declared 
poliey of the Goverrnncnt to encourage' 
tlw '·-.tablishmcnt of new industrie', ancl 
thereby a•\list to relieve unemployment, 
1-vill he take action to encoura.:;e, assist', 
and promote the productio!l of cob' 
locally for use at the :iYiount lsa mines 1 " 

The SECRETARY FOR }1JNES (Hon. 
E. _-'\.. Athcrton, (}hillagoe) replied-

" 1. l~ e;::;. Coke is being bought front 
the South Coast of New South Wale,; 
for use at N[ount Isa owing to the fact 
that at present no coko is being rnanu­
fadured in the North. 

" 2. Yes. Samples of coal from the 
Bu..,;,.-c·n and the Garrick sear.::J.>-l

1 
also n1jx_. 

tnr~'s of Bo\VC.'.!1 and Styx in various pro­
portions, were submitted for coking test. 
Hosults were found satisfactory on 
an.ulysi~. ..:\_ further hulk s:n:nplc cf 
approximatelv 45 tom of coke from the 
Bo\vcn seam 'has rc.cent!y been manufae­
turecL and will nrriyo at i\Iount IRa 
1vithin a f ,·v dao-.,. This is to be tried 
out in the fui. ,~ac8s under actunJ working 
condition:•. 

·· 3. The e·-ti1nated cost of tl1c erection 
of cokn ovens at Bo1ven has bcou pre­
pared in cenjunct-ion with the prclirr1inar~' 
testing of the coal.'' 

'\'o:;o-BRrTisH ELECTRir IL ::VIACHJ:;<ERY .\T 

IP'SWlC'II HATLW.\Y \VoRKSHors. 

::'dr. COOPER (BNmrr) asked the Seen•· 
tary for Railways--

,; 1. I~ tlH)rc a proYi~ion 111 the eau. 
tract for the supply of electricity to tlw 
Ip wich railway workshops to the effect 
that the nu1chlnc:ry, rnaterial, etc., which 
is to be erected within the work;hops for 
such suppl,v. is to be of British manu­
facture? 

"2. ]£ no ~uch provision i~ in the con­
tract, was it excluded at the sper,ial 
request of the company mpplying the 
electricity? 

" 3. If no snc:h rcoucst wa · rnade, who 
is responsible• for th~ ornission of a coH­
dition of suc·h Yital irnportancE~ to manu­
factun:,r-; within ihe Briti::h Ernpire ?'" 

1'bc SECRETARY FOR HAIL\VAYS 
{Hon. Godjrey Morc:;an, ;l[uril'a) replied--

•; 1 to 3. rrhe contract' is for the sup­
ply of clcetric enf~rgy only." 

PAPERS. 

The fo1lo,,,.in~ yn,pcr \Yas lald on t:he tabl(·, 
ancl ordered to bo printed: ~-

Report b~ the Land ~' d1nini~h J-tion 
~under ';The CJoscr Sc~tlc1ncut 
19C l to 1330. '' 

ThJ folio'\\ inrr papPr was laid on th,, 
table:- ,, 

Orders in 1~ u0rl undr>r rhc' pru-
Vl',IO!.:.c, "The Grazing District~ 
ImprovPm0nt· .-\et of 1930 ., __ 

(1} Ordcl' in Council co11nitutiHg 
impro r•r:1Pnt board districts 
(dated 3ht July, 1931). 

(2) Ordcl' in Council fixing dat. " 
of election aud appcint:ing 
rcturuin~ ofi-ic'~!·s (dateJ. J.3th 
),ugtd, 1931). 

PRIVILEGE. 
1\lr. BEDFORD (Warrego) [2.47]: I desire, 

::Vir. Speaker, to raise a question of privilege. 
I wish to object to the flippant way adopted 
Ly Jl.finisters in answering questions which 
are offered in good faith, and further to 
object to the fact that certain of my ques­
tions appearing in to-day's b1isiness sheet 
were trunc:.tcd nnd two cut out-I do not 
know 'lt ,, hose behest. If you arc the editor, 
1h. Speaker, I am very sorry for the fact. 

~,Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 

lv1r. BEDFORD: I object to questions 
which are ashd in good faith being given 
flippant answers Ly the Secretary for Public 
Instnction on behalf of the Secretary for 
Lal.Jo<H' and Industry. 

2\Ir. SPEAKER: I would like to inform 
the hon. member that I t • ke the full respon­
,ibility for editing any question which I do 
not think is in order and which should not 
he 11:1t bt fore the 1--Iouse. I struck some 
wor~ls out of th · CJI!.e,tions of which notice 
was g_iven by ihe hon. n1cn1bor yp· !~erday, 
beeanse two of them were offenjye and con­
YC'y(:~d a certain in11ucndo, which 1s not 
allowed. 

~lr. BEDFORD: Certain quc3tions must be 
offensive to son1c 1·wdy. 

:Mr. SPEAKEH.: Order ! So long as I 
nm in the chair I shall not allow it. If 
I am doing the wrong thing, theu, o£ course, 
it will be another n1atter. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You should not allow the 
:VIini tcr--

:Yli-. SPEAKER: Order! So long as I 
have contwl of this House as Speaker, I 
,.hall certainly see that questions that are 
put, whether to Ministers or otherwise, are 
in order and not at all offensive. Asking 
questions is a great privilege, and one which 
hon. 1nembers should not abuse. I would 
noL like to curtail that privilege in any 
shalft' m· forrn, but I require questions to 
bo in order hofore l permit them to be 
pla<·ed on the busin" ,s paper. 

i\Ir. PoLLOCK: What about cutting out 
offC'u~iYf? answers, Mr. Speaker? 

ADDRESS IN HEPLY. 

JtlSUJPTION OF DEBATE-FIFTH ALLOTTED DAY. 

:'.Ir. SWAYNE (J1irani) [2.49]: In address­
ing myself to this question I should, first ?f 
dl. like to join with other speakers 1ll 
cxpro~sing my rf:.~ret at the approaching 
departure of His Excollcncy Sir John. Good­
win. \Ve hr~ve been fortunate m the 
Covt>rnor.:; we have had in Queensland, and 
Sir J·ohn Goodwin has particnlarly interested 
himself in the industries of the State and 
in all matters that make for our prosperity. 
.\.ll I can say ic that I trust that his suc­
cessor will b8 :r~ good as he is. If he. is. 
Queensland will bo Iortuna to. 

I would also like to pay a compliment to 
the moYer l:!ld seconder of the motion. Both 
qwcches were full of interest to us all, bear­
ing on the important question of how at the 
nresellt tin1c we n1av extricate Queensland 
from the difficnlt po~ition in which we find 
lH'r. 

As to the Snoech itself, I would point out 
that it ',';8 , full of matter connected with 
onr pnmary producing indn,~tries. They 
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care the industries upon which we depend 
in our business life, and we a 11 know that, 
just as any private concern depends upon 
successful business transactions for its pros­
perity, so also does tho State. Glancing 
down tho list of Bills which are fore­
shado,ved, hon. members will notice a group 
·of measures connected with land settlement. 
LegiRlation is to come before us with a vie,,., 
to m.:.king most effective use of the advan­
tage that has been giv~n to us by reason 
·of the fact that the pricklj·-pear hmds of 
the State have been so provident.ially freed 
from the pect by the introduction of the 
cactoblastis. In fact, all through the Speech 
it will b·· noticed that the land question 
bulks very largely in the policy of the 
Government. I think it is generally admitted 
that in that direction lie Queensland's 
greatr t hopes, and it must be apparent to 
cvcrvmce th"t the fullest consiclerr.tion has 
been" given to various phases of land settle­
ment and primary production. 

Amongst the minor 1natters mentioned as 
·subject·, for le;::islation is the relief of mort­
gagor~. Thrrt is an indication of the time·'· 
\Ye know that many pcrsow haYe entered 
into definite engagements ·which circum~ 
stancE'·; over \Vhieh Hwv have no control 
prevent thcnt from meeting. This is so in 
the cancg-roiYjng· industry, in cornmon with 
-other industries. In the purchasing of farms 
bu"ers entered into agreements under con­
ditions verr different from those which now 
prevail. atlcl I trust that, when we come 
to go fullv into that Dill, it will be found 
to meet their case as '"ell as that of other 
sections of the community. 

Reference is also made in the Speech to 
im'proYements in our herds of bed cattle. 
In the electorate which I represent are to 
be found large numbers of stations and 
grar,ing selections carrying cattle. Ther0 
is no getting away from the fact that the 
quality of our herds has deteriorated of 
late years, and the necessity for a return to 
a. better quality of beast is a national ques­
tion, because we know that in the export 
trade only the best quality of meat is 
favoured in the markets of the vmrlcl. 
.1-\.lthough the amount set aside for that pur­
pose is not very large, I am nevertheless 
glad to see that the matter is receiving 
consideration. 

\Ye arc also to have a Gold Buyers BilL 
Hon. members must have r..oticed what an 
impetus has already been given to prospect­
ing. Already there are indications of suc­
cussful results, leading us to hope that in 
the near future we shall have large develop­
ments. Nothing could happen that would 
bring us more speedily to prosperity than 
a lucky gold strike. I hayo lived long enough 
in this world to have seen some of the 
old rushes. I know what happened then. 
and I look forward to seeing mmething 
similar taking place in Queensland ag.'in. 

Coming to nev{ industries or the revival 
of old inclm<tries dealt with in the Speech, 
::-,pccial reference is made to tobacco growing. 
\Vhcn we consider the fact that something 
like £3,000.000 goes out of Australia every 
year for tobacco, it is obvious that, if by 
local production we could retain only two­
thirds of that amount in Australia. it would, 
mean a substantial addition to our income. 
Aftei' all, a penny s 'V eel is a penny made. 
Everything that can be dorw by the State 
is b ing done, and I am partieu larly pleased 
to learn upon inquiry rct the Department 

of Public Lands that special attention is 
being paid to the electorate that I repre­
sent. I hope that the efforts now being 
made in this connection will be productive 
of the greatcct amount of good, 

It wus to be expected that during such a 
crl.,is as obtnins in .\_ustralia to-day all 
puliticul partit:s would \York harn1oniously 
together with a view to restoring the coun-

to a sound financial position. That i,~ 
done in so1nc of tho Parlia1nents, and 

I have wit!J nw a newspaper report of a. 
cablegntln dated 15th August relating to the 
Budget position in Great Britain. I learned 
from that report that the Prime I\linisrcr 
of Gr'-_tt Britain, 7ir. Hau1say ::VIacDonald, 
>trc'.<'J the importfmce of dealing with the 
diflicult situation that obtains in that coml· 
try. I also notie;e that the loaders of the 
p;litical parties in opposition arc in consul­
tt~iion '- i,.h hilll. I read that· Sir .Hcrbcrt 

of the Liberal Party, v, as in con­
with him, and that :\Ir. Stanley 
and l-Ir. J'\nille Chambcrlai11, of 

l;arty, were the pri11cipul 
•n:on. political 11arties in Great 

are prepared to sink their party 
fol' the- tirno bl'ing \Vith a view to 

taking coun~ol together in an endeavour to 
irnprove thP po::;ihou in that couEtry in the· 
interests of the people as a whole. In Aus­
tralia, in the Federal Parliament Mr. Lyons 
and Ylr. Lalham aro conferring with JYlr. 
Scullin with a similar object in view; but 
there has been no intirrw,tion fron1 hou. 
m ern bP1'S on the other side of this- Chamber 
that they aro prepared to adopt such a 
laudable course. I have rL'ad their speeches 
<luriw~· this debate, and I am prompted to 
""' that thcv are full of quc'rulousness. Thu 
L(,adt'l' of 'the Opposition hns definitely 
stotrd that he is not in .cccord with the 
plan adopted by the Prime :Minister and 
his Cabi;;ct as being tho best solution of tho 
probL_)nL \Vhether the hon. nH?rnber pro· 
poses to joi)l forces. with :Mr. Lang or to 
conduct a party of h·is own I do not know. 
Ho has stated very clearly that he is not 
counniit ,cl to the plan evolved at the Pn·­
Iuier~; Conference presidr,d oyer by a Prime 
~1inistor rcprcst~uting the san1e political 
pu,rty as himself-a plan approved by tho 
Prc1uicr of South Australia and the Pretniet 
of Victoria. both rPpresenting the Labour 
h:rt,- tcwdlwr .. ·ith the Premiers of the 
ot!JPl: 'st~ i;·.,. It would be rather interesting 
to know cxnrtl:-· what pi·oponls the LPader 
uf the Onpo'3ibon has to rnake to Inect the 
present diH:icult sitl].ation. I ha.-e cxtractcu 
\ atiotL3 rPinark3 fnnu the speerhc·s dcliYered 
bv tlw holl. member in this Chamb0r. 

For instancP. I frnd that the Lcaclm' of tlw 
'lppo;jtion, wlwn spcakin[( on the Financial 
Emo:-g·cnc~v Bi1l in thiR House. said-

•· I am nc,t satisfied that a complew 
c-on-.,~~ ''~ion lot-~n is the 1Jc:-~t plan that 
could hl-l.YO been evoh<'i!. rraxatlon of 
intcn'st wonlcl accomplish th" c!Psircd 
objl'chYc.'' 

1 Ie gor ~ fnrthcr and ~a vs-
.. I proposP that wl1at i~ tlo11e iu regarJ 
tlw reduction in the interc ·t bill should 

be Jonc 111 relation to general 

li:, p1al1 vvould bt) gn1eral ;Jl-round 
1'1<'-'' of lin.:ation. \Ye havr• been told by 
our that \YC' arc pretty well up to 
i~10 hilt ]n respect of tr!\:ution. \Ye havl' 
al~o b:'r'n tu!d hy others in .eh, rgc of tht> 
fillaneos in cliffo·eni- States in An~tralia that 

Jlfr. S<cayne.] 
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t.::.:_xation has l'eached hir;-h-1.\Tater 1nark. \VB 
;: 1l know that in the field of taxation the 
ComnlOl11VCa lth stancls prc-en1inent. rrhe 
Commonwca.Ith ha·· cttcmp!Pd cl""ring the last 
.\~eqr or so to r(~trjovo the financial situation 
by increa:ed taxation, yet, notwithstanding 
that inCTC:1so, the reyemJe has rlccrea~ed. It 
has on three oc;asions since November, 1929, 
increased inromc taxation. It has superiin­
poscd a spoeia1 levy of 10 per cent. on income 
from propcrt:;·. It has heavily increased 
oustom" and exci.,e duties. It has incroilsed 
postal charges. H has imposed a sales tax of 

·6 IJer cent. and, lastly, a primage duty of 
10 per et •lt. on the bulk of the goods im­
ported into Australia. Yet they have appar· 
ently failed in their obj ectivc, because th<' 
de si rod result was not obtained. That desired 
result was additiona1 revenue. The figures 
I ha?o of the Commonwealth revenue up to 
31st Jnly last show that, although the budget 
for 1929 estimated the revenue from new 
taxation at £5,000,000 odd and the revenue 
from new taxation imposed in 1931 at 
£12.000,000 odd, the estimates were not ful· 
f1lled. and there wa" a falling off in revenue 
of £7.000,000. Could we have any clearer 
indication of the impossibility of restoring 
prosperity by the mGthod advocn.tcd by the 
Load<'r of the Opposition? Yet hon. mem· 
hers opposite acclaim this method! Now we 
have the Deputy LeadPr of the party coming 
into the arena ·with sotnc very intere,,tin;?; 
remarks. We all know that he made state· 
ments which were repudiated by the other 
members of his party; yet. as he holds the 
official position of Deputy Loader. we mu t 
jud;:;e him on his utterances, which have not 
been officiallv repudiated. I have his utter· 
anees, l{nt I will not ouote them fvlly. Speak­
ing during the emergency session on the 
question of interest, he is reported in 
" I-Iansard " as saying-

" If "\VC could, we would increase the 
reduction to 50 per cent., and even more, 
but we realise that .the amount now stated 
is the grcatoBt extent to which the mono' 
power will go." 

Again, he ;a.ys that he would do away with 
intere,t '!ltogother, and in reply to an inter­
jection from a member on the Government 
b<mches he said, referring to the Treas1uer-

" I venture to sa v that onr worthv 
Treasurer squirmod ~ occasionally whf'~l 
:\Ir. Lang ' towellod ' into him and told 
him what he shonld do." 

Ll t us ;occ what happen0d tlwn. According­
to the press of tho 5th ..c\.ug-u3t, 1.vc 1vcr0 
told ihnt there was no pay for the pi1blie 
serY,lnh; of Kc1.v South '\Vales. l'~f't \YC have 
the' Deput·y Leader of the Opposition speak· 
ing in such n conuncndatory rnan11c-r of ::\fr. 
I,1.ng and referring ~o disparagingly to ou~ 
Tronsurer, ·who, a;rording to him, :-!quinur'cl 
in the prc~>·--cc of ::.fr. L.anp.·. But it. took 

fc•w weeks to pron' th et this idol of 
LGt· rlc'r cf the Oppo~.ition \Y<l .) 

n-'Y h~s pn 1 lie 
the iidcrC'nrc 

1 fnl1o·werl thn 
f id1 vn~ shonlcl 
po::;ition 

\Y<' Gml tlw 
tjo-.1 

\Yt" C01T1f> f'cJ C-Jt·"',)l\0r 

unf'm"f)loyr._,er:t, T\"C' finr:l 
ncrrcntnrro c£ n ,:'nl~ 

~ ustrnlln 28 per cent .. (~ucc-1:~­
shows 14 prr cent. I think it C;tll 

[JJT. Swayne. 

b,, fairly claimed that. had the advice of 
the Opposit:on bc'en followed in c:Jdcavour· 
ino .. to find a solution of our difficn1t'irs, '-VP 

s11Zuld hnYe bcPn l1cading for disastpr instead 
of SUC'CC~S. 

A n•rv interc•stinc;- nrc,s parac;raph toll> 
u that ~ ron~irh~rablo [tmount of New South 
Yt ..... ~llcs capittl is anxious to inYcst in Quecn~­
land. ~Ir. S~:-1ck. who is managing director 
of Huchon an.J C:on1pany, general lu1port0r~ 1 
of Svdnc ·. and •an executive head of other 
indu~tria] and cornmcrcial concerns in New 
Sont·h Wah's. said he bdicnd that he was 
onlv ono of a number of Southern busineso 
n1e~ 1\ho were visitins- QnePnsla.nd to di~­
coY" r y:hat possibilities exist here for neT\' 
aycnnc·. in the p}acing of capital. They 
'\YfF:!tcd a grent0r- flegrec of assurance of a 
safe> rctnrn on eapibal than was obtainable 
in ~Jew s~)uth \Vnlt'R. VVc can nndPrstand 
that attitw1e of mind when we rncall the 
clo>in!Y down of iho Now South \Vale" 
Go,~Pl:nrnont SaYings Ba11k, a cOnsiderable 
pprcentar,-e of \i\-hosD depositors were not 
n1enJber~ of the wealthy classes, but Vi·"'ere­
people who. by thrift, had saved a small 
surn of 1non0y. Their savings are now in 
jeor,ndy. 

In spite of the remarks of hon. members 
opposite. we have concrete proof of the desire 
of ouLidcrs to invc t capital in Queensland, 
which is ono of the best fields for investment 
in Australia to.day. That hanpv state of 
affairs is due to the attitude of the present 
Government; and no greatPr stop towards 
prosperity can be achieved than by the intro­
duction of capital. \Ye have large resources 
in Qu<'cnsla:Jd. and a 11 that is wanted is 
capital to develop them. Mount Isa is one 
instenct'. and we have manv othPr fields 
awaiting- development. V\i'haf ''re do \htnt 

;, capihl. 

Jf we hnxc a Govenunent in no-wor which 
is prepared to tax capitalists ·higher and 
higher, and if thccc who lend money to 
the Stde have " chance of losing il. the 
amonnt of capital that will come to (,luc•cns· 
land will be nil; but the fact that we have 
not a Government with such a. policy and 
which has given proof that it does not sup­
port such a policy is the very best thing that 
could happen to Queensland at the presPnt 
tim0. 

Tho last speaker on the other sid,• was tl"• 
l1on. 1nen1bcr for Cairns. who had a YC'n 

long complaint to make about shipping 
chargf'''· The PrcmiC'r deliv(~reJ n , ... cr_Y 
intcrmting and informAtive speech, and most 
of us on this side expected that th0 sp· 1,krr 
on the Opposilci'Jn eidc who followed tllP 
PrcmiPr "onld have replied to tha.t speech. 
but the hon. nwmbrr fo,. Crtirns left it 
sovcrdv alon0. I-ll' dcn1t at cor~?ilfi,.-::-able 
]r•nrrth ~ \vjth the Fihlpninp; iliffiru1'~f'" nr 
Cnirn~. and h0 '\vnnL•d lcgi:datirq~ ll<Fscd to 
g-i,·e hflr'Uonr boards po\Ycr to handle C'n.rgo. 
I \Yonld point out that the Lah-·ne Party 
\"l~"'l'" ir1 pocvc>r for fourtPcn ~vears nPd ."'in1ilar 
conditTop.;:; c•~je;:tf'c1 dnr~~1·~ tbos0 fcmrt"( n 
•:fur~. wh1lf' y c hav(' onlv b0011 in nnF r•;· for 
hvn ~Yf' r~. Tf the ret;ol1 sug-"'C'·It(~~1 hy th.~ 
lFJ~. l11f'InbPr j~ TC'r ni itc. it sPC'l'n...:; in iuch­
C'"h· a. f' rtain lock of '!i:-~·crnnlf'11L on hi~ 
p2rt +-1l ~t he honld bla.m;: 11~ r~J:' [l( t- doing 
j11 t·vro --0"'rs }n .. t thP I,1bou; PP--" c1:il r1ot 
do ln 'foc,'h 011 \'t'f!l c,, Do 1rnn ... u~crn 1Jcrs 
o;n)c; itc r:--nl! th-ink th:1t, 8.Hl1' P' .. -',h '\YC' 

1 ave· 
r<t~~Hbh~ n1 <l in the GoYl'J>Hncnt. 
't}H'"'l tJl'f' able to m1rndf ,a.ud are-
able to undo in two yean; the mischief 
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rcsu!ting fron1 bacl managen10~1t and n1aJ-
adn1in·isteation by the Labont duri1:g 
tho fourteen years tbcy \YCrD in ofrico r1 ht·l'D 
is no h''tting away from the fact, that thc,­
did get Queensland into a tcn·ible mess. · 

'.Vo !war a good deal about the di!li"nltv 
of tJw cxcban]C position and \Ye al! 1u~o~\, 
that for eYery £100 interest due overseas we 
have to ecnd £130. That interest was more 
than doubled during· the time the Labour 
p,:rty ':ore in office. and they wasted somo­
thJng hke £5,000.000 on State enterprises. 
There was oYer £1.000,000 wasted on the 
St.,_te stations. That is some of the money on 
wh1ch ha·, c .to pay £130 for every £100 
of InL_"r~ :\ If 1t "\Vt"re not f0r tltnt, (,:nPC'n:-:;­
land WOU1Ct almost have balanrerl the bnr~g·et 
last yeor. Of the dd!cit of oYer £80C,0.00, 
£500,000 '\Va:;; due to the adv0r::::o cx.ch lf1!2,"L'. 

\Vhat '\Yr' could have ~avcd 1n int{'l'C'St ur)rn1 
1noncy borrO'\Y~d OYrrscaF; s:inco 1915 Uncl 
~hat 'vas ,,-n.~tcci on vo elou~ cntcrpri~t~s. '\Yould 
haYe gon,o a long wa:c· iov:ards rcctifyinp; 
our posl~J~Jn. Howf~YCt') we ha ye got int.o 
that pos1hon, and we shall haYc t.o do the 
brst "·c Pan. EYery individual n1n:::t. aLLni'_ 
that the> present 11art~r in powt'r in Qu<-~Pn';­
~and h~)"s 0onf' nlorc than any othC't partv 
1n _Australia to ge>t hack to nonnal cond{­
tions \\~c arc hdd up u~ an exan1plc in 
tho oth•'l' States. I do not lo·m y·lnt han­
penod at their meetings, but I feel quite sure 
thnt our I)rC'l11iCl' ftnd 0111~ rrrp,;,surt:>r ha\'(' 
hurl a Ycr.Y .h~·,Iwficial infinf'nc' on the r m­
f<'ronccs that ha·, e been held in the South. 

nu~~ of qv~ charg ~ nuM1o against the Go­
vernment 18 that thov lwve broken their 
clcctir:n IH'On1iscs bee ll~se thf'y l1aYc not lwcn 
a_hlc t' do_ all that they prcani<·E·d during 
ttw ~:wrt tnne they r.1YC bl'Cn in offic,. I 
fc0l snn~ tlwt eo..·cr:v prorni p tht• GoYr"rnn-::r;d 
1nnd.0 IYJll bo C'1l'i~ic,J ont. _.._-\nT'onc hai; 
tnk1. n an int('l'C ·t in pub1i<' aft'a~r:.; rccccr-
nise that 1t \Yrrs in1]10"·S1blP for the Cov~'l'~-
1TICHt ~o rarr;.r ilwrn Dnt. the• rrwrncut th~,\­
canlc Into offir(~. 1-!cwcrcr. ]_ fcc_•l ~trc' 1 hn.t 
Yd·: Rha,ll havo an (':acn:-,ion of oPr vf 
office, Lcc:n1s0 wh~~ t v;~ have . done 
~bows f'onc1usivPl:· to the electors ~) Pll~-
fort•·no it would lJc if thcv lost a mal{ likP 
ou!· pr0sent Preruier. tYl~o 1 thoronghl:v- cup~ 
nh:c'- h?nc~t. anr~ stnughtforwarcl, a.nd is 
dam;-; Ius duty Without fr::tr or fttvour. It 
would be a public c•e lemit:v. I f,,.,] sure th,{t 
our. Pn'nlice "-l;rill rec(;ivc th~ir votr-R and bo 
agn111 i'f'h.uncd to of!lcc. a.nd, c};; iiLJ' croc;;; 
on, all the pron!iscs \Yhich have hn<·n -t;,'aciP 
ll,"-- the rnri:v un this ;;:iclc ;,yjl} be h;J.fll1cd. , 

\ J !w,; 0 J, _brwk hor(~ c.dl~d " SociaEsrn nt 
r\01'!\:. \\hJrh T <lS gT\'~ll TO HID ""\',-ith the 
<Y_rn;1l~rnrut of thr fion. T. Prc­
nucr of Quef'n LLntl. '' 
c::1tcrpri n..;: <1S an a1rc 
and 1Y0ll. 
other the 
thi book. 
_:-\u5.:rnF t. al ·;~ft 

Pa.rtv ~·on it. Tf I a~D not: Ye:r:;; n1u '1 n1is-
takcr~~. it- v 1 '-' the beF0f that the 

th:n!r in tb1s book wcr0 
-~ ·td;,· -sner.c·--!"fnH_v at ",Yo:d;;: -in Q11cens1and. 
.H nrthennon\ tlu re vn_s nn ch~ction in Gr0•t 
Brihin nbont that time. at ,·hich the 
Labour Party was returned. \Ve arc told 
that 1-his volume IYas even circulated there 
and tl~1t it heh1P(1 Soriali~t:;; to '"1n setJts 
a~ Bn nls~an'"',() of the succc:::., of socialism at 
IY'Ork. IE tlns book the Stn le iron and steel 
work~ ar·c de~eri1cd a n. thing, not o£ the 

future but as a thing of the present. There 
is this paragraph, for instancr·-

" Tho imnortancc to the State of the 
dC\·elopment of coal can hardly bo ex­
agge,·ated. These commodities form a 
foundat1on to anv c:s:tc!'sive manufactur­
ing interests. and it has been their pro­
lifi.J supply on \vhiC'h the colnmcrcial and 
indLC,trial grcatwss of the !\Iidland and 
:i'\orthern counti" of Enc:;land has rested. 
rrhc Quccn::;;land State Govcrn1nent re­
quires con:::idernblc quantities of iron and 
steel for use in raih•-a:v workshops and 
for other puq1 -1~ s. The Government. 
eua bling the mone_v spont on these classes 
of material to be kept within the State, 
and wh11tcvcr profit accrues from produc­
.ing them to find its W'l.y to the public 
Treasury, will conft:r a benefit of far­
reaching couseqncnct'S upon the whole 
co:nrnunity. The sub ,cq uent substantial 
deYclop!nPnt of many important national 
indu.:,tr~~ ·; nnist fol1o\v as a natural e-onse­
quencl_. 

1'copl0 in oth' ,. plac•0s would think we had 
sure > ,.;fnl iron and Rteel 1vorks already in 
operation, but all that happened was that the 
Ln.bmn· Uuvernment got an option over an 
island on which there was iron ore 
on the V,' os tern Australian coast at a 
cost of £30,000 or £40,000; but that option 
wa.s quietly surrendered, and we lost the 
1noncy, and ha Ye not. got any iron and steel 
worL:~ I wn.s in Do·, ·,n about that ti1ne, and 
town a1lotmr>nts \'\'ere la rg~.:ly boomed because 
of the prOjlosed C'hblic,hn ent of the iron 
and ~ieel \lork3 in that centre. 

I 1Joticc, moreoYcr. that the hon. member 
for Cairns talked ~hout the extortion of 
the shipping companies. Strangely enough, 
I find in this book some reference to the 
'hippin;-; fleet of hon. members opposite. 
Thi,; yo]mnc srcaks as if the fleet was already 
'll('"csshlly in operation. If mch was the 
cos', why in the n>mc of goodness did they 
not c0ntinn .. it? \V c arc told-

" The Government \Yas forced to enter· 
the coastal carr~·inp; trade by exigencies 
of the miniLg indn·try caused b.v abnor­
rnal conditions rising indirectly frorn 
the· 1var." 

.\nd on page 54 I find a pietnre of one of 
their ships. That vessel was quietly aban­
doned. and became a derelict long- before 
ihc: went out of office. They cai1not say 
that our Gm·'rllment had anything to do 
with scrapping it . 

. \ll the-" promie<"1 they made but did not 
nrrv out. \Vc have been in offke but a 
'bor't tY1'0 ~v0ar~: clurin~ ono of the most 
diffirn !t. n0.~·iod_~ that hnvc ever occurred 
in Amtrotlian hi,ton-. Yet they now have 
the irnrn1dcnre to t·:Jk nbont or(r not carry­
ing- o1 -;.t our pronTi~es! \Yp all re1nember 
th-,t mlC' d their ::'ciinistors. tbe bon. mcm­
b T for Pa.dJington, 1,-;·ben cm1tc.":ing that 
.-~ •rtor(;_t(' on o-:-1c ocrasio!~. said that. if 
h ~ l'''tnrl~0(l to there IYould 
be no nr 'lllnlo'l.:-('(1 in four 
~ -lon-Lh'-l. T110, f~u1· but. if 
I a:p n"t l~1i~·t:-:ken. ectually 
irwr•·a ,e·1 durin:.r ihat +ln1 At nny rate, 
th0te "\YPl'P nnf'~11nlnvcd El -:\orth Queens~ 
lanr1. 1:e ;~·c:'e 'ssnrcd thJ.t, as a. 
l'f'snlt S!lCCf''S ot election, that 
grf':-ti: pro11lem \\'Ou1d bP 

Bv means o: thc,ir Stntc st-ations they 
pro~niscd that \he p,yoplo woc!lcl get~ cheap 

.~fr. 
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meat. They were to control the whole pro­
cess, from the roaring of the cattle on the 
State stations to the consumption of tho 
meat by the people. They were to produce 
not only sto •. , cattle from their breeding 
properties. but their cattle were to go on 
to their fattcning properties; thence they 
were to go to the State slaughter-houses, 
and then to the Siate butcher shops. The 
people were to gc•t meat at a price never 
beforP hear·d of. Such was another of their 
promises ! They actually described it as 
an accomplished fact. However, the thing 
cune quietly to a stnndstill, and all we 
know is thc.t £LOC:D,OOO of this loan moneY, 
the intcrc,t o:1 1Ybich is f ~lCh a, h~ avv burdCn 
at the prC''····nt time. has been lost' in that 
rmdcrb.bn,;. On tlwir State stations they 
did Lot giYe an add it io:·~al day's work to 

; they did no~, en1ploy one addi~ 
r:or did thcv ndd to the national 

Yet the peopic' o£ Queendand were· 
tJ th ir n1i~for1unc. for somnth~nJ" 

yen r'·. For so long did they 
and br('nl:.. ilh ir pro1nis0s, a!1d 

now at 'Uch t}L,_e as this thev have the 
impudence to talk about our b~t carrying 
out our promise:' ~ I '/\ ould remind hon. 
members opposite that thoy had the best 
opportunities ever enjo~--".d bv any Govern­
ment in Queensland. The State was pros· 
porous when thev bocamo the Government. 
The in tercet bill' was only £1,900,000: it is 
now in the neighbourhood of £6,000.000. 
~Vhen they took office the reYenue was pay­
Ing all expenses: Queensland ,-·,as paying 
her \>.·ay. ThP raih-, ays ''"ere paying. In 
spite of all thnt. in 2pitc of n rising revenue 
until they \Vent out of office, th0rc wa:c, 
with one or two PXCC'ption.', an uninterrunted 
sequence of deficits as dc,cribed bv ·the 
Pru11icr when spco kin(( last night, so' that. 
when we succeeded them. we were faced 
for th1t y. u bcsid, · an accumulated cL bit 
on past tnmnctions of £760.0CO ancl 
also with heavy lia biliti0s in respect of their 
precious StatC onterprisp-,.. These repre­
sented their sha1·0 towards the g-eneral 
disMter whi< h mak. s our pro,E>nt difficu!tics 
so great. whic·h wPre dtw larg-elv alw to the> 
f?-ct t~at Qneensland missed- he1· opportuni· 
t1es. thnt her export mnrkf'ts ere neglected. 
and hPr proJnccrs 'verc disconraged thereby. 

It ;, PS•1PJ1ti·ll that st·0ps should lw takPJJ 
to r('.o;hJt'f' t-!Jf.· c:~nntr·v to a Ronnd firwncjtl1 
ancl !'(' ll!Otll;(' j'n',jtio!l'. \'-''"f' may i"ttlk ~}JCUt 
pn ncr mol;,.,.. b!:nt l'f'pudlation. ::tnd abnub 
oth··r finRnci.al cc :-n.nlH. bnt tl1cro js onLr 
o1~e wn v t > pl·v> the State unon a soJYent 

rntFf. ;:;dnnt t}w srrn1e procedure 
os ednntcd in Hw conduct of a 
fann or au.v lnrhL tri;!l unclertakin'": that 
1~. \, C' :nu:-.t prodtH'" ufiici ·nt to enable tho 
rountrv to pny it;-; way. Those products 
rnn:-.t hP nwrkt•ted at ::~uch a fir;arc as will 
Pnabie them to compete with the products 
of thC' world. I do not dain1 for one 

that \ ,-honlcl be nblc to 
nu- j, <md ii, 

•.re ~hr dr! be nbk 
·v ('j\·ili -,d untio;u, 

u;;o 1 crdinar 
e ·t'"' tl1io 

:.lit. Suxtyne. 

:\Ir. CONHOY (Jfuran,w) L3.27]: Hew. 
n:.ernb~rs in this Chamber arc at least agreed 
upon one point. Vi,:'" u all clceply regret the 
impending· departure of J--Iis Excellency Si1· 
John Go<vl·;in from this State. I heartily 
()Jldoi·se tlH' ruuarks already ex:prr":J.-, ,J con~ 
ccrning Ills Excz:llc•!lCy. Queensland l~as been 
£o-_·tu!ll1tl.! in recent ycu.rs in the appo1nhnent 
of r,wrs to this State. vVe had ycry 

GoYernors in the ln.t" Sir W illiarn 
c\bl'Grc:;or, Sir :!'.latthcw Kathan, and now 
Sir John Gc'odwin. I can onlv hope that 
the nc~_t' appoint1nent to the h[gh ofiicc o£ 
GoYcn:or in this Stai o will r. -:ult in ihe 
~L·loction o£ a. rnnn 1;vho vviH iulLy en1ulate 
the ex.arnpJQ of rho 1 ,tCl!:l£.( .:1 genth~n1a11 to 
whom I have rcfoned. 

Tlw annual ExhibiLion hcdd last \V('<'k "\Vah 

in;portar:.t t•Yvnt i11 the J if hi~-cory 
(" ·,u 8. The f11111ncial l'P~tllt' ~,ye re not 

1 t~ t· tl 'i ._, t ht•- ') u£ the pi'!'YiOl\S yc•ar .: 
.ExhibitjuH wculd lw.YP b:>ell a tLi~·~ 

-~j.;pUlL' t to ~U' ~IY :a:td }f it 
T:~ i:-~ a 12:.arh~'rin~ .. that 

lcus and nrnLi:.~uns rncn fronl 
the E;tCJt~· a11xious tl) cxhib:t 

nt1·<-~1 n~ 1
(.-" 

l)f tll• d' 

10\";"-Ul d:~ tl; 

the indw;:·trj:d GnU <"<;cieuJ­
\"L;rthy ~u.:t-ion::; on the f.Lrt 

as :steel comjdcr:.J. bl:v 
c: -s of the Exhibitiou. and 

d the pi·od??tivjt.:: of ~l~e _tJLwcu~­
I do nut t1111:k th:•. CX1Ub1t::: were 

iu all v \\ay inferior to tl:ose o£ pro-·. iou;; 
~,·c ~n, ;. and ·r was particularly irupn:~: ,ed with 
tho ln_W' ant' :'lJirit nf th'~ pr·up}e vd-w attendc,i 
lfH• :·r1:1·· tic11. Ji is nll C·n..:\: rnath•r io hc·lcl 
nn ('XiJibition aud to rnak~ it a gnccc·,, )Jr 
g~Jnd tiB1l'S; bnt there is always an air of 
li.H{'CTt;-t!ntv a:-o to \.Yhc·thcJ' it will boa succc:s·; 
or d~1ring- tinu·:;; like rhe pl'escnt. I 

nl·G- con·. rutnlations to the oiEciab 
IYl:~~ o;,_·gar~ised_ tho displays of Queer;·-.~··_nd's 
-; c:•lth, and I cor~gratulato the exhlurtors 
upon th~'ir worthy effort::. 

Tt i~ ih0 exhi:Jitol ., who rnrtk~ a success­
ful exhibition. They bring along their stock 
and l}l'Odnce, ·which nla,kA tho display a!ld 
Olh::taec the intcr0't. This' year the quality 
of the cxhil·its wa.;.; r_:qual to that of an.Y 
]Jreviou~ occa::ion. \Yhilo some n1ay t.al~c 
of dc•pression. to me the fad that the Exhrbr­
tion thi-, , car 1-ra';; snch a good one rev€al3 
a gn•at exprC'"ion of lo~·a]ty 011 the part 
uf r!te Ln·nH~rs. thP gra;;;icrs, the cattlemen. 
ar;d other pcr•.;:-1ns vvho a;;,""']stcd to 1nakc it 
a success. 

ln liAt•ning to the Pretnicr la:.t night, I 
f:'atb•red from his remarks that there \VOuld 
1lrobaLly br a still furtlwr rcdn{'tion in 
\'.cr';·c T thrLi. it ,.;n not take place. 
\l ll time the pc:oplo in thi, StatP 

art' front Jn·eyious l'P·ductious :in 
r>'( if :~. Lnther rcduc~.ion tnkc-.· 

b0 a lr.10 t i~nposslble for rno;.t 
li\c. Knowing the people a.;; l 

·n \V·JndPr on t ::nth a HJHll can 
a wife r:rd i a:Hl ]i,·c n pcctably 

ht 

'I:· }1g·.~;;): \Yhut nrc the Hec:':rul Gv­
y,:-•rnmt•ut doing a :J,JUt it·: 

: The Feclf•nd CoYd'l1HlCni 
all rn t1o \Yitll it. The ho:1. 

rClll'C'scnt Queer..sJand 
ahmt Qucc:1sland-

i:be lton. !ilf'n~ Ler for Cook 
l't'c'min of :'\cw South ·wales, 

"-HHl T 1 onld be within rny rightf'' 
,yjth the Prc1nler in a sirnilur 
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n1DnnJr; but \ve as Qnecnslandcrs should, 
if ttre capable of dcJing ~~o, look after 
nur,clYc It is the duty of this Goy,;rnmc nt 
to ?.ftC'r thJ people of Queensland; 

tion b-...~ 
lf1lF1CT, ~· 
Hoasr, 

I do 1'ot think much of intcrjec­
hmL lTICinber. I am a Ouoens­
Iike hon. this 

Let m look 
liYccl 

the 
fn· L and il•e 
fol1ow. 

the 

_ng O\Yln(!,' a 1n 

rv~r30~JS \lbo arc• !"llff :ring· 11"lOSt 
arc c lll)lloyc 'S of the Hail way Dopart-
rncnt. :\ ot onl v hnse tlJC\ suffered tho 
rcdurtion thLt hc~.3 been n1ad~ in wages'. but 
the· h~~vc bc0n r01tioncd, and many hundreds 
hctn• been dim1i eel. ::\~en who have given 
rrwr.. ca:·s of £aithfnl service to the dc--

l1a":P. 0~1 rc:nchjng old age, Uecn 
u<:ow'"''·'u in orr1nr to rnakc- room fo1· \>ounge_r 
men. I notice in the GoYcr~or's Sn~ech the 
following remark:- ' -

" D_y carcfu1 man(1_gcn1cnt the \VOrklng 
of ih(~ }laihYay Dcpartn1cnt ·were 
by £850,000." 

That re dud ion ·was brol,[fht about h·l a 
reduction jn an cl Jisn1i:· .;als in~ an 
m~dcaYour tn the Bud~"'ct and to 
rnuko the r.,ih,'a> pa·? inh.'rCSl! on' the <'0.5t 
of con ~~rurticn. Let tis look at the working 
ex.pr:n:w, of th~ flcpartrncnt for la3t year. 

For tho year ending 30th J unc last the 
total receipts of the llailw.:ty Department 
were £6,426.8.J5, 1\·hiht the expenditure 
totaHcd £4,892,140, which shows that the 
rPc0lpt·~ were considerably grcatet~ than tho 
<'xpuHhtnre. The unfortuel::tte position is 
thnt the railway men m·e asked to meet tho 
interest payment on the raihva.~ ind0btcd-
nrs \Vitll,,ut i hP inL ecqt hill tho mih·a' 
arc . payinc;, ~Vhy should the r~ihY~:,­
Pmnloyrcs b0 DfLC?d to n::ako a fi:::tcnnc,_} 111 
ordc:· thrrt intorC''•t nur~ bP ·met, for th(lt 
is wh~t the present pOsition amonnt, to? 
A1rno::;t, e\"cry pers"Jn in (~1F'ens1ancl usQ~ tho 
railwa:·s. 'Nhy ehoulcl th not 1 n~' a 
C"rh .. in an1ount towards thr~ bnrcl0n? 
FurthPr, the Gov,,'rn ocnt ha,~c rcduC'0d fan~s 
and frc~g-hts, and have cornpellcd th0 rail~ 
'Ya:v cn111loye0s to mnko good the r1iffcrcnr:o 
CCLlR 0 nu ·nt llpon that r0dncbon. If thP Go~ 
vernmPnt ]psi~t on n1akinR' tho raihvavf-l 
pav. why do so nt the ;~xpemP of tiw 
raihvny men? vVhr not make, th0 people 
v;ho lFC th0·11 shar·~ in tho sacriflc,2? Bv 
rPdt·r:in-; far0s and fyc-ig-hts and n1aJ:in~ 
good the lo''S of rcYcmuo b";" the di~r.1i -,al of 
Pn1nlov"c~ the Govcrnrncnt' aro merolv sacri­
fieiYnr 'rn ... 1r:1bC'rs of mrn and \Yomcn w11o have 
oYer~~ ri~ht to ]ivc. 

S-:1r1.kinrr at -:\Tonto :rcr011tJv th;; SC'crchu'\ 
for. Hflilw;::~vs prrnni~cd the nurnrtt ~rHlcl:S 
an e':t0n~·lon of th,... Rann03 lino fron1 Than­
gco1 to D(!iVC~. Th0 Prrnn0s rnih·:av does 
not : '" " matter 0f feet. th<' loss to 
dnt0 £19.09.1.. Yet thA GoTernn1cnt are 
prcpDrl'f! to r:~:nenc1 £38,000 on the exten­
sion of n non-pa:·ing Unc. 

J\'ft. ~T\x~"TTT.: Yorrx GoYC'rn!Uf c)t st::rtcd 
it and left it in an incomplete state. 

2'v1r. I nn1 spc'lk!nrr nf i·he 
Pxtcn?7on of ra1hvav. If the' Gov(•rn-
mcnt n.r0 prr:·1r~rrrl i·o sp:...nr1 aTiother £33.COO 
on n non-n?vYi.ng l iP.e, "\Yh 'l"C does the ar~u­
mont of th.c Secretary for Railway3 come in? 

Sucb 1111 cxprnditrlTC \"; .. ·uld ctdd another 
£38.000 to tho raih·ay indcbtcclncss, and the 
ra·l}·.7 ·ay clnploycc'_, \von1d hayc to pay for it. 

The prcser;t GoYcrn:..:.:ent have been in 
power for tv~:o 
sittir~g- on this o.:: 
men1bcrs saiU. "\Y~tit u:·1til 

; we will shovv ycu IY h 
::1cv .. · jn 1101\·C~·. In 

Go";(ltnrncnt sho\Y0d 
£723.134. In thn second Yt'ar 

dc!lcit of £G~2.G" ~- • 
J\Ir. DUTLEH: \Vhd was Lang's deficit 

last \car? 

:'>Ir. CO::-JH.OY: I am not concerned about 
Lang, but I am cone rned about what hon. 
ntcn1l.wrs saicl 1vhen they -pere sitting over 
here. \Yhen the Lahonr Gcycrnment had a 
deficit, it 1vas due to be"d seasons, and when 
we pointed that out, hon. mc~nbcrs now on 
the Government side laughed. Now they 
rtre faced with a deficit of nearly £1,500,000 
in twJ y0ar~, and. all kinds of excuses are 
made. The llCTYspapers nre full of apologies 
for what has happened. 

In spite of all the promi.,cs that were 
1nade during tho election, the workers aro 
in a ,,·orso position to-da-y than they wore 
previou~Iy. 'I'hey were told that, if they 
changed the Government. thBir conditions 
would be grPatL improved. They returned 
the pn's~nt Government to power, and how 
arc th0. ·worket~s faring to-day? They are 
realising that the promises made by the 
prncnt GoYcrnmcnt arc not being fulfilled 
nnd tlutt they will not he fulfilled. The 
vmdu rs, like -everybody elee, arc •-ery hard 
to satisfv. ,.rho Labour GovPrnn1( '1t during 
their term of office endeavoured to do the 
be ~t thcv could for the ''"orkers. They gavo 
them the right to liYe. Th0 preeent Govern­
rncnt Iw ve only given i hf1ill the right to 
c\:ist. n.nd a v .. ry poor existcr:ce at thrrt. 

I dt>irc to s1v a fc1\· \Yords in conw.ction 
>~ith ihc toba, c~ inclustrv. Thie matter was 
de. lt >vith hv the hon. n1embor for 'Warwick 
and ether h,;n. members. The tobacco indus­
b'y at the present time promises to be a 
good ono, but. like eYcrythjng else, there 
:i3 a dang"'r behind it. In Auguct last 
Se:1ntor Dalv and Mr. H. A. ::Hullett iszued 
a ivarning ill regard to the tobacco industry, 
nnd this is what the "Dai!v :!Vhil" of 16th 
_\ugust last had to cny on "the matter-

" The high prices which haYe been 
ruling for Australian-grown tobacco have 
attracted the attention of company pro­
moters and others to the possibilities of 
companirs formed to grow tobacco, and 
there arc now several such cornpanies 
which are seeking to raise n1oney from 
the public by way of bonds or ,;hares. 
Estimates of .handsome profits arc put 
fo!.'\Yarrl ns au induc0ment to investors, 
th~ realisation of y, hi rh to the full is open 
to serious doubt. 

" For ono thing, the production of 
marketable tobncco requirrs expert know­
lcck;e and cont inum:, supervision and 
c trc, pa.1 t icu1ar1y in regard to curing, 
and nut. o':ei7onc \Vho tnke-o: it up can 
l'PH~O~)ably expect to sucC'ecd without 
some failures. In any case, it a~1pears 
prohablc that a lare;e proportion of lclaf 
produced 1Yi1l be loT'l gradc. and gro'iVers 
will be d'soppoirted to find tlurt the 
pric0; rcrrli:-cd v:il! be much ]e,s than 
thc•y expect. M02·novor, owin;r to the 

Jf1·_ Conrou.] 
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prc,cnt boom, over-production is likely 
to result, in which case prices must 
fall. 

·' In this colln£ction tho attention of 
investors favouring the purchase of 
bonds or share-, in tobd.cc·o-grovving con1-
panit:s is directed to the recent ren1arks 
in the press of Senator Dalv JYiinistCl· 
in charge of dcyelopn1cnt. " ~fhero aro 
definite indications, he con ·.idcrs, that 
the ancagc under tobacco this year will 
be about ten times that of last season. 
Last year the ctrla planted was some­
thing over 2,000 acre,, while it is 
expected that probablv 25,000 acres will 
be planted this season. It is e-.timated 
that at 600 lb. of tobacco per acre, a 
rather low yield, approximately 32,000 
acres should be sufficient to provide for 
the total Australian consumption. 

".._\.t present,'' added the Senator, "there 
is a boom about which I desire to issue 
a warning, for n1any are rushing in to 
plant who will fail as tobacco-growers. 
A man can handle properly about 5 or 
6 acres, cmd then he must work hard 
and long. Good prices will prevail only 
for the best leaf, and growers must 
realise that present pric~s are not nor­
mal, an cl at the apparent rate of expan­
sion of the industry it will not be long 
before low-grade leaf \vill be unmarket­
able. 

'' The superintendent of agriculture in 
Victoria, Mr. H. A. Mul!ctt has also 
issue.cl a- W<:!rning- regarding t~bacco-pro­
ductwn. In a s1atcmcnt published in 
the Melbourne '-~go,' Mr.· Mullet said 
that many farn1crs \Ycrc proposing to 
indulge in tobacco-growing in ihc belief 
that it ruight a~-,iGt them out of their 
difficulties. It wa.. evident, however, 
from letters rccei vcd hv the Victorian 
Department cf Agriculture that many 
fanners wr:1~c in co1nnlC'te ig-norance of 
the ind,"t,·.v. and di;l 110t ·;·,·alisc that 
technical s\iil was needed to pl'Oducc 
marketable leaf. and th •t tlH' crop ·as 
normally subject to rlsks of failure. 
. ":i.Ir. Mullctt pointed out that the 
Industry was not one in which inC'xperi­
enced person could hope to succeed. 
One man, he said, could JCot hrrndlo suc­
ce~:-full:v more than 5 acres, and perhaps 
-evnng to the smallness of area involved, 
there seemed to be a widespread belief 
that tobacco-growinr; presented a golden 
opportumty for persons with a minimum 
of capital. Still, to a person with no 
expenencc rrnd very little capital, tobacco 
culture was a bad risk. 

" It is ovide"Jt from the foregoing that 
purcha:,crs of shares or bonds in tobacco­
growing companies should rcalicc that 
the industry. is essentially speculative, 
~nd, m parbnular, that over-production 
;s hk!'ly to ensue "ith a consequent fall 
In pr1cc.s." 

. \Ve l;a_vn seen ihc revival of tobacco-grow­
Ing wntch has .n'cently taken place in 
Queensland, but, 1f the Government permit 
company. promoters . to take advantage of 
the posttlon, there Will be a rush of specula­
~ors to promote companies for tobacco-grow­
mg purpOS('S. The re nlt will be that the 
tobacco which '·ill be grown will not be 
;1p to the proper standard. Thic; important 
mdustry has fortunatclv been revived and 
it would be a great pity if it is al!o,;ec! to 

[illr. Oonroy. 

be controllc cl by company promoters. Let 
us by all 111cans grow a good quality of 
tobacco-leaf and supply our horno Inarket, 
but we should not allow tlw industrv to be 
Pxploitcd by speculators, which 1vould result 
in an inferior quality of tobacco being pro­
duced. and the industry being put back into 
the position it was in rnany years ago. 

y0n rs a~~.) tobacro \Vas :;ro\vn in 
to a considcr-,blc extent; but 

c: d8 of it cvcntuall:v because the 
<1uality of tlw leaf produc_:·~~ gei1erally proved 
to be not thd \:hich was "'-'CJ'.rired by the 
market. 'il'hat 1;c ought to do, and wha.t 
I v:onld a,sL the Govcrnrncni: to do 1-vithout 
dcla_v, is to provide as far as possible that 
the tc.bacco indHStry shall be established ou 
right line;;, ··,o that, at any rate, it will not 
got into the hauds of company promoters or 
others wbo hn,ve not a permanent industry in 
''iew. Let us grow a good quality tobacco. 
and then those who grow it w-ill reap th0ir 
re1yard. 

The S.B:CH.ETARY FOR. l\HNES iBPn. 
E. A. Atlwrton. Chil/?[Joc) [.3.51]: I take this 
0)1!10rtunity of congratulating the hon. 
n1cmbcr for G;pnpic on the P~r~~ sound speech 
ho made vdwn rnoYing the Add re·:; in Reply, 
and aJ o the hor1. rnctnber for 'roo,•v(~()ll1 h~t ou 
the \·cry able rnanncr in \Yhich ho s-:conrled it. 

I join \Yith ibc rest of hon. rn~!nlJCl'S l11 
expre::,~ing- 1n.v high appreciation of tho ser­
vic.::s of Sir John Goodwin as (ll)vetnor of 
Queensland. I think that C'Yer:yonc will a:-=:r0e 
tlnt <luring I-Iis }>..-:c,"-11C'n ~.v's tcrn1 of office 
he has doue his vcrv utrnt · t. in the interests 
o[ tlw S1at~ as a \\hole, end that lw has not 
~l)ared hi1nt~elf in a11y way. IIo has travelled 
to the co1 ncl'::; of Queensland in 
order ~:r·t fi~ .=.t-hand informa-

porsunally acquainted \vith 
I mu quite sure that \Ve all 

alJlicipat('d departure of 
a.11d Lr::dv l~oodc in, 

tlw .. ls.!lvcs to the 
(l1cr.r~ hear!) 
the speeches on the 

hon. n1cmhers opposite, 
the people mH't feel 

HTe no longer controlled by 
nf t'.c calibre of hon. 

Oppc, ition benches. 
snJi fled after hear­

many of them should 
at ~ ll. Thcv shonld bo 

down in New South \Vales on the benches 
' ith l\1r. Lang. lt is no nse their denying 
the f ,et that they arc behind Mr. Lang, 
bee u·c l definitely cay that they are. 

:;I:·. Br:D.FOI.D: That sot-;;lcs it. 

The SECRi~'l'ARY FOil MINES: 'l'he 
hon. n ,-.mL i' was <settled a·- soon as Carring­
ton got into that tPnt. (Government laugh­
t r.) \Yhat pl'Otnpt~ rue to n1.akc tha-t asser­
tion i that I uildcr""nd that at the last 
::'·~c\v South \\~ales ell1 f'tion the n1embcrs of 
the Quer, 1sland Opposjt1on "l\ ''re so much in 
sympathy with :ilr. Lang's policy that they 
C'O:.dd not g-tt over border quickly enough 
to lwlp him. that the Deputy 
Lender of the was one of the mom-
b. r~ \rho v;;'rnt 0'.'\·~r tlw border to assist, I 
uEclcrstawl tl1 _t the hem. ml'llll>cr for Balonne 
was ar.othcr, and that the hon. member for 
Cairr" also put his weight behind Mr. Lang. 
So ~ueenslancl c:rn n -t quite satisfied that 
the mtjority of the Labour Party on the 
Oppn,itiorl benchc.s arc right behind Mr. 
Lrrn:,. I think hon. members will all agree 
that Lang's policy in New South Wales has 
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only brow~·ht ruinrtiion io :'\ew South 
but has a l o b,·ought die a tcr to the 

of Ansti·etEft. 1\cw South \\"ales to-clay 
a n1osL deplor ~l~lc <_;ouchtion; anJ I say 
if the Opposjtion \YCl'O in po\vcr 

"-e won!d fiEcl thi State in an 

Tl~o p0::crnt, gc of uncn1ployn1cnt in New 
~·oul-h \Va1cs is YC'l'Y considerablv in c_·;:_ces6 

of thar in Qu.cl'll:3i;t:Id .and, nltO'geth<>r the 
pGsition in the mother State is in a dcplor­
ablP and chaotic con<lition. No 0110 has any 
npportunity of St'curing cr:nployrnent, and 
1nany people legally entitled to their saYings 
aro u.;"1blc 1o utili~o th~~nl. All their livc3 
thev have sf·rivu1 to sayc a sn1all sum to 
helr1 the_n in a timo of difficulty; but these 
~-;urns, vrhieh vverc deposited fnnn time to 
tirne in the Sratc 8avings Bank, cannot now 
be ruacle available for thern. The Lang 
Govenlrrll'nl enacted legislation of such a 
roYolutionarv charact~r rhat confidence 
·cancel, and· tho bank closed its doors. The 
money hdd in trust by that institution repre­
sented the saYings of the honest, hard-work­
ing people who had sr.rugglcd for a lifetime 
to rnako proviflion for a rainy clay. Unfor­
tunately, rho rainy day has D.rrived. ancl dif­
ficulties are pouring: dov.-rr upon the people 
in that unfor~unatc~ Stai:c. Disaster has over­
\\'helmed the people_. aml the clc>positou are 
'lnablr- to rC>•,tnt to their sa\-ing6 for relief. 
The Larg GDYt!rnrnent pasfed such legisla­
tion rh:.J, there y;af; r::o alteruativc but to 
1·lo""f' 1 hP r:;•c_•J':-- of the bank. Apparently, 
the Labour l'art,v in Quee Jslancl stand for 
that poli~:~:. bt:t·nuse lbeJ \\·ert.· pn~pared to 
a•sist (o t·eturn 1\lJ-. 'Lang to power e-o that 
he n1igl1t introduce hi:3 wrcckillg lcg-i:-il.ation. 

:i\1r. BEDFORD: Lang is a curse; but he is 
only the rc.3u1t of a \VOr· ;;~ curs0. named 
Ba;~in. 

The SECRl(TAHY FOH l\11:'\ES: The 
lJDn. lllt'lnbcr fu1 \'."arrego kno1·vs full well 
d1··t the XP\V South \Valt"3 Govcrnn1ent are 
UJi•~blc t'o rt'dC"Ptn thousands and thou~ .~nds 
of poumls ;wrtb of conpom that have had 
to be dishonoured beeausc funds arc not 
a ,-aiLb;,,_ Y\ hat a tPrriblc fin ... ci<d posi­
tion! 'The littJP storekf'·:::pers in ihc S:;·dney 
subud)s aud the storekeepers in country 
Cl!lltrc.; uru unable to o;Jtain cash for their 
dole tickets, or coupon.s, as they arc called. 
\\'hen rhcy approached the Treasury with a 
YieiY to rt:(L (~.1ing thr•sc cio;urnents, they 
were told that no money was available. 
Can any State hope to continue along such 
lines 1 Ccrtainlv net! The State of New 
South ·wales constitutes a unit of the Com­
monw~alth; and the detrimental legislation 
passed by the Lang Government has had a 
bad cffL·ct upon people overseas. They are 
ur:willing to corr1c to Australia and to 
r,;;uecnslaml while those conditions prevail. 
I need only amplify my ste.tcment that New 
South \Y alPs is in a worse position than 
Queensland by stating that, whilst the ·deficit 
fm· Qneonsland last year was £842,000, the 
dcficjt !n the neighbouring State was between 
£3.000,000 and £9.000.000. What a nst dif­
fc•rc•Jcc! Had Queen"land been governed by 
a Labom· Government, the deficit in this 
Sto.te would have approached the figure 
a~hicved by the ~cw South \Yaks Gm·ern­
Incnt. 

Yir. POLLOCK: The deficit on Chil!agoe 
"ill be just as big before yo\l. arc finisheJ. 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES: I will 
toll tbe ho:r. member for Gregorv something 
about Chillagoe before I conclude my speech. 

spee(·h, the hon. n1e1nber for 
nd;·ocated tho sociali~atlou of 

think he could haYC bc~n 
i-:::llOY'S, ~: •, 1\·pj] US 0\T 'Y 

d-:o di8astcr and 1·uinatio~1 
I(u:.:sja by tho sociali~ation 

. t bank God that Vi,':: arc nut 
1 iL tile ru'sition Russia is in to-clay. It is 
Hll mldcuiablo {ccct thnt the adoption of the 

cf sc_jalisa6on of industry in Russia. 
me :nt the d,•ath of thou:.,mds and thou­

'.lnds of people frorn st.a.rvat'ion and expo~ 
"ll'e. \Ye hope that that will nn·er occur 
in Queensland. 

The mcn1bers of the Opposition aro con~ 
( inually taking the Government to task for, 
a' they allege. continually reducing wages 
in order that this State may be brought out 
of the economic mire i't >is in. ThDrc 
is no basis for their accusation, nor can 
there be any argument on the question. 
They have only to compare the basic wage 
in Queenslaml with the basic wage in the 
Commonwealth and the other States of Aus­
tralia. That comparison will reveal no 
ground what.•oeYer for their .argument. I 
noticed a telegraphic message in to-day's 
pn'·'S stding that the basic wage in South 
. \ustralia ha' been reduced by the Board 
of Tndnstr from 12s·. 6d. to 10s. 6d. per 
clay, or £3 3s. per week. It is well that I 
.J10uld remind hon. members opposite that 
The GoYer,-nuent in South .f:1.ustralia is con~ 
trolled by Labour, under the :Premiership of 
1\lr. Hill. 

Let lH go further afield, and take the 
basic \Va~c in Victoria. where the Govcrn­
Hicnt is al.-so con1posod o-f Labour. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: \Yhat is the use of boasting 
of a high h~L.,ic wage in Queensland when 
mdy 40 lH'r cc-;nt. of the workers' enjoy it? 

T],,, Sl,:CRET.\HY FOH MIXES: The 
uncmplo:·cd in Qnr<HJolall(l numbers only 
one-half of the workers uncmplo: ed in Soe1th 
----~tr tralia, ,~,-lu"~ro thP basic wage is £3 3s. 
pc·r we 0k. The ba ic wage of the Federal 
_,:_\_ rbitration Court~and a Labour GoYern­
Yllent is in control in the Commonwealth 
Parliament--is £3 Os. 9d. per week. ·what 
is the ]Jns:-c wage in Queensland, controlled 
by a T'ory GoYernrnent, as hon. mcrnbers 
opposite term us? It is' £3 14 per week. 

Western Australia-which is also controlled 
by an anti-Labour UoYcrnmcnt-has a basic 
wage of £3 17s. per week in the metropolitan 
area and £3 18s. on the goldfields. The 
facts arc that in the three States in Aus­
tralia controlled by Labour Governments, 
tho basic wage is much lower than it is 
in two Sbtes controlled by anti-Labour Go­
vernments. Hon. members' opposite can gain 
nothing by always decrying the Government 
because the basic wage has been reduced 
in this State•. There is no member of the 
GoYcrnment Partv who is anxious to reduce 
the basic wage. Evety hon. member on this 
~ide realises thB serious position of the 
States. and he rcalisPs also that he hac, a 
duty by this State, in which he has the 
honour ancl privilege of residing. That is 
more than man,v hoC~. members of the Oppo­
sition realisP. They fail to realise that duty 
and responsibility of looking after the wel­
fare and integrity of this State. 

Mr·. FOLEY: At whose expense? The 
workers! 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES: Not at 
the expense of the workers, as I have proved 

Hon. E. A.. A.therton.] 
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to bon. n1mnbers oppo-site. \Ye a.re paying a 
hig·hcr basi-; \ngc here than is paid in either 
South Anstralia or Victoria. 

:\1r. EoLEY: 'To those who are g-etting .it. 

The SECRETAR.Y FOrt A 
hibhCi' perccnta'Se of th ~ are b 
it in Quccn:lnnd tban in any other State 
the Com~:.~on1vc"1lth. 1\o o:ne kno\V::l 1hat 
better than the hon. member for Lcichlwrdt, 
who has only to study the officiaJ statistic 
to learn that Qucen,::lrr11d has 50 cent. le '3 

nnrrnployed than the next best in Aus-
tralia. 

~1r. 13EDFDHD: It \'.as ahYr:.~-s so. 

The SECRETARY FOR 11I~ES: In a 
cmrlparatiY'-1~· sltart period the n: tional 
1ncorne of the Co1nn1on '•enlth has drorlpe(1 
from £650,COO,OCO to £450,000,000. Our posi­
tion. in a nutshelL is thtt -ye hctYe t'1 live 
on £200,000,000 loss per year than formerly. 
The unfortunate po ition is that, if they do 
red] :) it, hon. n1cr~1bcrs OPi)Osite are not 
prcp~rcd to grapple with the position, but 
1ncrely udopt their pres< ::1t attitude in order 
to couTt popularity. 

The prc-;ent GoYernn1cnt have 1:1ade an 
hont>t endeavour to n1eet the situation. It 
is all Ycry \vcll for hon. rrwmbere. opposite 
to t.-ay~ "\"'rhat about the rna.n on ihc land'?" 
Surely it must bo apparent to those hon. 
members that a <lr{ p in national income to 
the extent I have indicated must, of neces­
·itv. reduce the return to the man on the 
land. ·whereas formcrl.v he may have 
roccivccl, say, £1,000, with a drop of 30 per 
cent. he will only receive £700. Hon. mem­
bers oppo'.ite talk glibly of imposing more 
tr,xation on that man. Iloth the Leader 
and the Deputy Leader of the Opposi­
tio'l stated that thev would make up 
the difference by incrca·Bd t"x ·.tion. The 
Fec!f,ral Labour Government thought all 
they had to do was to impose extra taxation. 
If I undcrGtand them aright, it is contended 
hy ]'on. mcmrJerS Opposite that the deficit of 
£41,000,000 in the Commow' ealth could be 
wiped out by further tu.xation of 20 per cent. 
on the interest derived from Government 
securities and on incon1es cxceDding £250 per 
annum. The Federal Government have 
realised vcn forci!3J,- that that will not meet 
the pooition: ]'or the ye·w 1929-30 the Com­
mo nvp::1th revenue from tasation was 
£58,200,000. Although fnrthcr taxation to 
the extent of £30,000,0GO has been imposed, 
it is estimated th:tt for the year 1931-32 the 
total revenue will be o:J.ly £50,000,000, which 
is £8,000,000 less thnn the amount received 
last vcar csen with the fmther taxation ~ince 
impc:;ed. The very same thing would happen 
in Qnecn;lrnd; L1t, as I said before, the 
Labour Party has not a broad enough vision 
to realise that, with this reduction in produc­
tion. nnturally the income of the pi·oducer 
con1cs do~.-rn; and, if tho income of the pro­
ducer co~'los down, he has not got iho rnone"'' 
to p ~y tho tax. .liHybody c,ln in1po ~e as 
hcav a tax as ho likes: hut it is qui-'-0 a 
di1Icrt'nt rnatter to co!lcct thnt tax. 

Mr. FoLEY; Ho is not liable if i;c does 
not earn the money. 

The SECRETAHY HOR MINDS: He 
has not corned the money, so wh.~t is thP 
use of imposinc:- the tax'! The people of 
Queensland r0alisc that thc,.v arc in a 
fortunate position in not havilig" a I..r_~bm~r 
Government tontrolling Qnc~cn~land at the 
present timt'. \V c do not denv that ihe 
position in Queensland is betel. The position 

[Hon. EA. Athcrlon. 

in ev~;;ry State in .Australia is bad; and we 
arc quitvc prepared to accept the rc3por~.iiL1Jity 
of what has boon dollc during tho pat two 

I venture to say that the people: of 
recognise thHt \\·hat luts br:fm 

been done in the, interc-to of the 
majority of the people of the State. \Vo 
on this side do not cater for one section, 
a:l,d one E ·ction alonr. ApparL•ntly wo c 
;;:.cc ftJrtl~cr ahPad than me:mbr>rs of the 
Opr)osition. \Ve n1u:1t all achnit t}Jat v;e 
aro kept here by the producer 011 the> lnnd; 
aad. if w0 throw the producer off the land, 

e shall all h;c,·e to walk out of this House. 
Quccn~land i IiYing on the 'I'C;JJth sho can 
produce. 

:'".I c. FOLEY: Every country is doing that. 

The SECRET_\HY FOR lVII?\l"ES: Yes; 
e• cry eouutrv is doing that. \Ye do. 
occn~ionaJlv h~ar a sensible remark fron1 the 
hon. rncml}er. 

::\lr. W. li'oRG,c)l S21II'CH: We all have te, 
do that. 

The SECRET \RY FOR 11IXES: The 
hoP. member must have a fc?.rful job with 
those people· of his. (Laughter.) 

Several compL\ints have bcC'n made about 
the a ,-.;istarcc that was granted to prospec~ 
tot .. The hon. rnernbe1· for Qaecnton said 
there had not been enough money ady cnced 
for prospecting. The hon. rnc:;:nbcr for 
Charter.:; To,n:rs had a sin1ilar complaint, 
and the hon. rncmber for Paddington-\vcll, 
hi;:, remarks astounded rne, boca\lS8 he said \Ye 

are not prospcctins in the right place. I 
venture to say that, i£ we all knew the 
right phH e jn \\·hi eh to pro~prct, th~ ho!L 
rncrnbcr for Padding-ton \vouJd not rcn1a1n 
'itting here t\YO ,;rconds. (Lnu:;h cr.) Ho 
YiT•tdd he out right on the ::;pot. ~~~o one 
kno\\5.: the proper ~plrtcc to go pro ,pccting be­
ram'e if thev did it would not b'' pro3p<•cting. 
_1\pparcntly ·the hon. rr1cn1ber was 110t a 1,\ ar ~ 
of the dcfinitio'" of prosprctillg. \Vhen :ou 
go ont pro,pc"ting, you only go out in ~he 
anticipatio.r that you will find sormthmg 
or Ioc1to something. 

::\lr. HAXLOX: You prospect for gold in 
auriferons countr~L 

The SECRETARY FOR JVHJ'\ES: If yon 
lNtvc ont the we,tcrn plains, 90 per cent. of 
what is left of Queensland is auriferous 
country. Aft.,r what wo have done for 
prospecting, I was a2toundcd at the rcma~·ks 
of hon. members opposite. \Vhcn the 
Ln hour Government y,'crc i:1 po"~~cr, \YO \v,::-re 
told that thev were very sympathetic 
to\Yards tho p1~o:::p0ctor. They \VCrc ver~r 
e.1Eious to uplift the State a l ittlc fmthcr 
through pro>pecting and through State 
st1.tion~-\ hich apparcntl;~ \\ore a hP go 
f'1lCC0:-;s f(n~ son10one, bnt not for the Stat0. 
Ia 1927-I928 thcv exnendccl a s11m of £6,585 
in 'id of fll'O']Jrctir.rr. and in 1928-1929 thl 
expenditur:: wns £9.C05. 

In 19:· J-31. o,lthoue!h the Opposition c-om­
pln1n that vvc \Yf'rC ~not l1bnrn1 ~nough ~.;it~ 
onr a""'.;i.;;h'lnee tO\Yards pro:::pcctlng, no k:;;s 
1h~1n £24.n16 V'.a" ndvancPd ln that chrP.:>~ 

rn ~ g<tin t £15.5~:] which they udYanc'd 
tlv"' lct~t i''?i'O :~caTs tbc,v ~.Ycrc in 

~\lr. POLLOCX: From '''hat fund:.;? 

Th,, SFC'RFTARY FOR 'Tl"'ES: \Ye ,.,_ 
rcntlcrl £1212) from the prospecting fund, 
~tud £12,0CO odd from tho unmDployn1ent 



Adrlress in RPply. [19 Ac;Gus·.r.] Ack?n_ss irt J?cply. 3GH 

rclie[ fu~1d. The Labour Government on1y 
oxpondecl £6,588 from the prospecting fund 
in the period I haHJ mentioned. I do not 
think tlLrc is any fmco in the complaint 
of lr:m. n1cn1bcrs opposite. 

Let us compare those figures with \\hat 
ha_ been done in tbo other States'. In -Vie~ 
toria. the:: have camps formed, and men out 
\\Ol';cing·. Tlw:c have ;cot ho .. tc>ls for thorn, 
and guide' them in the ri ~·ht direction. 

1\Jr. A. ,T. JoxEs: Victori:t pays Ss. per 
\'.'CC!L 

The SEr:'RETARY FOa JIII:'\ES: Victoria 
p~ys the· L'-;"orbitant sun1 of 8s. per week. 
Tho hon. rncmbcr for Paddington knovvs 
that for a ]on;; time Victoria has not been 
paying more than a bout 8.;. pe1· \\·eck, whether 
a mnn is fling le- or n nrrjecl, whf ther he has 
t\ycntY~one children Hke O'Su1livan or has 
not gOt any-fl 11 ho ~ .. - ts is 8 "" per week. In 
='Jew South ·v\'alc.--the model State, accord­
ing to hon. members' opposite--

Mr. BEDFORD: This w s a model State for 
tiftecn _years. 

The SECRETARY F'OR rvn::-.;ES: Does 
not give any rnonctary allowance whatever. 
r\ll they give in that State are rations to 
the extent o£ 5s. lOd. per •.veek per man, 
irn:spcrtivc of whether a man i3 married or 
single. Queensland, under tho very strin. 
gl<:Jt circtuustanc('., ivhich obt1..in, is giving 
to rna rried n1cn no less than £2 per week, 
and to the single 1nu:n £1 per \veek, as 
agaim.t Victoria',; 8-.., and New South \Vales 
Ss. ~Od., for rations. 

~Ir. PoLLOCK : \Vhat amount of gold has 
been found? 

The SECRETARY FOR J\H='JES: The 
product'on of gold for the last six months 
was 4.170 oz., and for the previo•JS six months 
3.175 o: --an increase for the latter period 
<Yf over 1.000 oz. The gold production of 
Queenslard for the twelve months increased 
approximately b:v £5.000. I think all hon. 
members are quite pleased at that incn·ase. 

lH,~. POLLOCK: If it is true, \Ve are. 

The SECRETARY FOH JUii\ES: I ven­
ture to sav that ih·c bon. member will never 
R.!Y that I hav·? made a statement on the 
floor of the HouPe that I could not sub­
stamia tc•. If he likr·'' to go to the Mines 
Department, he "~?.ill find tlu1t n1y statement 
is quito corrrct. I would i:rnprc ~.~ upon every 
hon. nwmher of the IIoase not to jud"e 
other men bv them' elves 

Mr. l'OLLOC·;·: If you apply that to me, 
you will be all right. 

'I'hc SECRETARY FOR llHNI<:S: 'I'he 
hon. n1crnbcr for G rr:got·y said previously, 
" T .•ll us e bout the loss on Chillagoe !" The 
loss on Chillagoe at 30th J unP~ 1931, was 
£18,322 ?: . 10cl. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That is a big price to pay 
for holding your scat. 

The SECRET.~.RY FOR MI='JES: Yes; 
Lut in a minute I will toll the hon. member 
what it cost to hold i\Ir. Thoodorc's s"at. 
ThCJ loss for the year ended 30th June, 
1931. was £18,322 3s. 10d. 

};lr. s~i'OPrORD : How murh n1lner2J was 
produced? 

The SECRETARY :FOR MINES: I do 
not k,.,.ow; but I say definitely that we pro­
duced more copper than was ever produced 
in one yea:c under Labour Government. 

1931·-2 A 

::\1r. STOF'FOl~ n: )_!nu 
hprau;;-:-:::- ynu h !~ H~ t lwt 
tho ftgul'Cs. 

cnnnot sa v 
Y"-;U do nc;t 

that, 
know 

The SJ;~CREL\I~Y FO:R MINES: I "';) 
not know t!v'nl a.ccuraL: lv : I ha Ye thcrn .in 
the oUt -~e. but I have n'~t got them in my 
head. 'Il1· position is that, of that tota; 
loss of ,322 3 le! .. the op··rating loss-

is, le ii!cun·crl on the 1~v·orking of 
.mwlt<•J -w;~ ·· £1.813 4··. 3d. ; and the 
'·'·hich is otJ"tbut.P.bl" to the buying of 

met" ls ·.;hl'li \\a at £60 per ton and 
havino; to s £4.0 per ton, was £16,508 
19s. 7 ~!. 

?.lr. Pr_ .-,LOCJi::: 1:-on Lave not dragged in 
the rnil w~1 ys l t. 

Tht' SECHET,\RY FOR J\Ul\ES: Leave 
the sp,,~di t,1 lllL', and tl10 hon. ll1C'rnber will 
,, ;.,h he l1".d n· vor bt '" born. (Laug;ht-,r.) 
Ho says that I have not dragged in tllG 
rai1way3 :·et. Th·- flr~t thing I was respqn~ 
ciblo for uo:ng when wo started at Chillagoo 
two ~·car ago WLts to increase the freight on 
ere to Chill<q;oc b~:- approxin1ately 40 per 
cent. ·what has the hon. member to say to 
that? P1 C'vion~1v vve were carting ore from 
Cloncurry t:1 Cliillagoe at l4s. 7d. per ton, 
nnd I immediately incrt•ased it to 203. per 
ton. The reason our loss has been so small 
],; that \Yr haYo n1ade an hont_;~t e~1deavour 
to make Chillagoe pay. ·we are working it 
on rT.rl C'CO;Jon1i(' Ln.sis. \Ve have not worked 
Chillngop jw·t for tho sake of a few peopk. 
but in the interc"ts of the State. ·when I 
quote tl10 figures fer the last years under 
J.abour GovPrnnH•nt .;_'i.nd con~pare them vvit.h 
tlw fkuros for the vear under this Govern­
ment, t.hP diff0rence" ill astound them; and: 
I arr1 qu1te definite in saying that vvn pro­
dnccd more coppPr dnring that per'ocl thau 
W'1S Pvef produreri in a year under Labour 
management. F'o,~ thP vPar 1925-26 tho loss 
was no less th;,n £155,893 Ss. 5d. 

l\fr. STo?.:ORD: I-Iov~-' rnnch (;fe was 
treated? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It does 
not matter how much ore was treated. Vi'hat 
concerns n1e is \Yh at amount of bullion \Vas 
produced. Then, for tlw seven months <Ynded 
2nd February. 1927. the loss undN Le hour 
Government \Yas astc,unding-£156.126 2s. 
lld.--or £22 310 a month. Our loss for a 
whole vear has been onlv £18.000: and. as 
I have" already pointed o"ut. £16,000 of ihat 

as caused throug·h the fa 11 in the price of 
mci ,.;s. Hen. members will realise that it 
was not throu!'h bad management. On 28th 
J\fareh, 1930, the American price for elec­
trolytic copper was £83 per ton. and we 
were buying- on the basis of that price, but 
within twenh-four hours the price fell £25 
per ton. 

Mr. POLLDrJ;: \',-e lud the same difficulty. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Hon. 
members did not have the same difficulty. 
I have all the prices here. (Opposition inter­
ruption.) During 1924-25 silver realised 
2s. 7d. per ounce, but we had to sell at 1s. lcl. 
per ounce. Copper rPali "ed £68 per ton in 
1924-25, and w<l hacl to sell as low as 
£36 rer ton. Copper was never so low before 
in the markets of the world. The lowest 
price previously, I think, was in 1898, when 
American electrolytic copper was quoted at 
£41 9s. 4d., but last week the price was 
£36 17s. Se!. per ton. During 1924-25 lead 
realised £35 per ton, and during 1925·26 

Hon. E. A. Athcrton.] 
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copper reuliscd £07 per ton, or a drop of 
·only £1 per to•1. In that year lead realised 
£33 p•~r ton, Or a Ctl'Op of on]y £2 per ton. 
Durlno· that year silver increased by ld. 
per f~unce, the price being 2s. Sd. per 
ounce. During the period of seven months 
when th" Labour Government made that 
gigantic loss of £156,000, the price for silver 
was 2s. 4d. pee ounce, copper £65 per ton, 
and lead £27 10s. per ton. During the 
period of three years that the Labour Go­
vernment were operating the Chillagoe smel­
ters the fluctuation in the price of copper 
was only 37s. 6d. per ton. It is no use the 
hon. member for Padding·ton s"ying that the 
Labour Government had to contend with the 
difficulties confronting this Government. 
They had not. 

Mr. A. J. JOKES: The price of lead fell 
by £9 per ton. 

The SECRTARY FOR MINES: During 
the three years referred to the prices of lead 
were £35, £33, and £27 10s. per ton, respec­
tively. Th9 average price for copper was 
£70 per ton. It is no use hon. members 
opposite trying to put a.nything over this 
Government. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Are you paying interest 
and redemption on the capital value? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We are 
paying the same amount of interest and 
redemption as was paid by the Labour Go­
vernment, and that. is nothing. The Labour 
Government did not pay anything in that 
direction, and we have not paid anything. 
We are conducting the smelters on the same 
lines as the Labour Government in that 
respect. The Labour Government did not 
pay interest or redemption, nor did we, and 
our loss per month over the past twelve 
months was £1,500, but in the case of the 
Labour Government it was £22,000 per 
month. I wish to repeat that the present 
Government are making an honest cndeav­
Dur to grapple with the position with a view 
to placing Chillagoe on the map. 

Mr. A. J. JOKES: You enjoy the benefits 
of the present rate of exchange. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Cer­
tainly, but a lot of the metal was sold 
before we were able to obtain the benefit 
of the exchange. 

Mr. FOLEY: How many furnaces are 
Dperating now? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: One 
furnace is operating. We are running Chil­
lagoe upon a sound economic basis, but the 
Labour Government conducted the smelters 
-disastrously so far as the State was con­
·cerned. Mark you, I emphasise, " so far as 
the State was concerned." 

Mr. FoLEY: How many furnaces are 
·operating now, and how many were operated 
by the Labour Government? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Labour Government sometimes conducted 
two furnaces, but very seldom. They had no 
Dccasion to run two furnaces. That was 
the result of mismanagement. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You are not smelting lead. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Irre­
spective of what hon. members opposite 
may say, I definitely state that we have 
made a better attempt to conduct the affairs 
{)f Chillagoe, and that is borne out by the 

[Hon. EA. Atherton. 

furures. Th3 Labour Govcrn_j_Lh.:nt made a 
l~~s of £156,000 against our ]o.ss of £18,000 

]Vir. FOLEY: You are working on a different 
scale. 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES: We 
are working n1eltcrs on a different scale. 
I hope that I shall nev'"' be connected With 
an institution conducted on a scale similar 
to tLat adopted by the Labour Government. 
That is my most sincere wish. I do not 
v. ant to have anything to do with such a 
thing on that basis. 

Mr. A. J. JoKE3: What about the scale 
that I recommended in 1926? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I know 
all about the scale recommended by the hon. 
member. His scale was down in the 
Townsville Harbour-a scale off a great big 
fish. That was his scale-a scale off a shark 
-and some of the sharks were never in the 
water. I am sorry that I have devoted 
FO much time to the discussion of Ghillagoe, 
but I was prompted to do so by the remark 
by the hon. member for Gregory. 

The GDvernment are sincere in doing what 
thev believe is best in the interests of the 
State, and aro not. out, as the Labour Party 
ahva.ys are, to court popularity with a view 
to winning the following election. We realise 
that the Dosition of this State is such that 
the time has arriv(·d when wo must live on 
the wealth that the State can produce. The 
vosition of the Stnte is ju,;;t the same as the 
position of a family. 

Mr. SPEAKER · Order! The hon. gentle­
man has exhaust· d the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

QuPction-" That the Addreocs in Reply 
hE' adopted "-put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
CoNsTrTcTro:,.r m' CoorMITTEE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
A ubigny) : I bog to move-

" That the House will, at its next sit­
ting, resolve itself into a CDmmittee of 
the Whole to consider the Supply to qe 
granted to His Majesty." 

Question put and passed. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
CONSTITUTION OF COMMITTEE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
Aubigny): I beg to move-

" That the House will, at its next sit­
ting, resolve itself into a CDmmittee of 
the Whole to consider of Ways and 
Means for raising the Supply to be 
granted to His Ma.jesty." 

Question put and passed. 

REGULATION OF SUGAR CANE PRICES 
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND REALliNG. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora) [4.33]: When 
this Bill was initiated in Committee, I gave 
hon. members cmite a few facts dealing with 
the sugar indt!Btry and its progress and 
growth, with a view to assisting them on the 
second reading stage. Sinoo then a. great 
deal has happened. Vi' o tlnd that those per­
sons who were growing and dealing with cane 
on unassigned lands had swung into line, with 
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·~-hP l·o-tdt tb:1t all pcn·tie are no\Y 100 per 
'C"nt. bc·hind tho C0ntral SEgur Cane Prjccs 
Doal'rl in this n1attcr. The Yery fact that 
Parliatncnt was practically unanimous in 
assisting the C~m·crnmcnt in their objective 
has htcd the de i red ciTee< of bringing the 
recalcitr; nt ,'7To-vvers into line. 

'i'hc v·hole object of this Bill is to secure 
the enforcement of C1o agrcerncnt vvbich was 
mn do between t.be Cmnmonwcalth Govern­
ment and this State. The importance of that 
object need not be stressed, because we all 
know that it is not only the right and proper 
thing to do, but in a time like the present, 
when production all m·er the world is so 
great, that it is a fair thing that we should 
legislate to enforce the agreement and pre­
vent any a_ction being taken to interfere with 
our happy relations in the matter with the 
Commonwealth Government. It was unfor­
tunate that there should have been any dif­
ference of opinion on the subject; but it was 
fortunate that Parliament happened to be 
sitting at the time and that we were able 
to get to worl< immediately, and both sides 
of the House being in unity on the matter, 
the desired effect was achieved without any 
trouhle. I am particularly pleaecd with the 
position at the present time. 

At this stage it ma2' be advisable for me 
to make some reference to several amend­
ment,; which in the inten-al it has been 
found necc-.,ary to bring down. After my 
explanation of the rea~on:o for these amend­
ments I believe they will be accepted by hon. 
members. I did not have an opportunity of 
seeing the amendments myself until a few 
moments ago; but that was due to the fact 
that they ha ,.e only just been made. I made 
arrangements for the Leade;• of the Opposi­
tion to be supplied with them. 

Mr. 'vV. FORGA~ S;l!ITH: I have not seen 
them yet. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I gave instructions' that the hon. gentleman 
was to be supplied with a copy. I can 
assure the hon. gentleman that he has no 
cause for alarm. They are really cons·;. 
quential amendments on the amendment 
which I brought forward originally. It was 
necessary for m" to have them redrafted 
in accordance with the advice of the drafts­
man. I will explain those matters later. 

Following on the finalisation of its' assign­
ment policy, the Central Sugar Cane Prices 
Board came further up against the matter 

-of controlling production owing to the fact 
that the assigned land of the canegrower 
as described in the " Government Gazette " 
may, and generally does, contain a greater 
area than the assigned area. For example, 
a portion may contain 200 acres, while 
the assignment granted is for 80 acres. A 
grower can, therefore, say he is within 
his rights' so long as he only cultivates 80 
acres of cane on ally part of the portion of 
200 acres. This means that, as soon as the 
production declines on the first 80 acres, he 
can let that go and replant on 80 acres of 
virgin country within the portion. This 
naturally means an increased 'Upply of cane 
to the mill. This again defeats the board's 
policy that there shall be no planting on 
land that has hitherto not grown cane. 

It is unfortunate that this should have 
taken place; hut hon. members will realise 
that many growers are very casual in their 
methods of management; and it has been 
found that the information which the secre­
tary of the board got when he went NorLh 

was not sufficiently definite to allow tbe 
board to IYlOVP on sound ground'". That 
r0sulted in certa-in rnisunderstalidings; and, 
althouc;h t!1c board has been operutin;~ for a 
few years, it !w;; not yet' obtainc:J the deoi~od 
information. Of course, it m::ty be possJb!e 
for accurate information to be obtained 
v,hore, sa,y, a n1ining co1npany ernploys a 
sun <'yor to rr1ark out a particular work­
ing; but hon. members will understand th•" 
difftc:ulty of farmers giving absolute accu 
rato infonnntion in respect of 60 acres under 
cane in a holding of 400 acres. As' I say, 
a grc...:..t doal of unncce-:osary work and mis­
understanding has been cau·ed by the lack 
of information to ·vhich I have referred. 

The amendment is to prevent a growc::' 
from substituting virgin country for his cane 
acreage, even though the virgin country is 
on the same portion as the area which has 
been assigned to him. Unless that were 
done, it is pos'sible there would h,, further 
over-production. Our object is to prevent 
over-production to a greater extent than i& 
provided for under the original scheme. 

Mr. vV. A. R1JSSELL: A grower could 
increase his output by extensive manuring 
of the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is so. In the South J ohnstone and 
Tully districts, although it is mostly new land 
and is wo .. derfully productive, a certain 
rrmount of manuring has taken place. As a 
,uatter of fact, growing operations' are being 
carried out in a most scientific manner. In 
the !17ackay, Bundaborg, and Isis districts 
e:densi>e manuring of land has also taken 
place, but that has been hken into con­
sideration by the board; and naturally there 
will be no increase under ordinary condi­
tions because due regard has heen paid to 
that matter. Hon. members will realise 
that, if we allowed growers to transfer 
their co.ne acreage to new land and probably 
put a kick into that land by extensive 
manuring, it would upset all the calculations 
rhich have been made. 

Mr. W. FoRGAN SMITH: Another point is 
that the man with a large area, if he is 
.allowed to substitute another portion for 
canegrowing, will be at a distinct advan­
tage as compared with the small man. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes; that is a point. The man with a 
small area of land will be compelled to 
cultivate that area alone, while the man 
with a large area, as the occasion arose, 
would be able to cultivate a separate area, 
consequently he would have a big advantage,. 
Legal advice has been obtained by certain 
mills that a mill is bound to accept a~ 
cane grown on assigned land all cane of 
a certain quality grown on the gross area 
assigned, and that the said gross area is 
not restricted to any particular part of the 
land coYered by the description of a farm 
appearing in the " Gazette " notice, but 
may be taken from any part of an area 
covered by such description. 

\V e have all the organisations representing 
the growers and the millers behind us in 
this amendment, which is going to beat that 
legal opinion, because, if we allowed that 
opinion to be put into effect, it would 
spoil the agreement between the Common­
wealth and the State. When assignments 
were gazetted the Central Sugar Cane Prices 
Board intended, broadly, that the area 
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covered by the gross assignn1cnt would be 
the area in use for tho cultivation of cane 
at the date> when the material information 
was obtained in the district concor:1ed by the 
board's offir2r. As I pointed out a little 
while ago. all that information was obt~.ined 
by Mr. Henry, the sccrotar;; to the board. 
I-Ie went North and intcrYie\vcd various 
people in the sugar di>tricts, and ccerne back 
with a y·olumc of information of quite a 
valu J,ble character, but, unfortun:1tely. it 
\Vas \Ycak ln regard to where the land '\Yas 
situated. It y·;·as .not possible for the Central 
Sugar Ca;1e Pricc·s Board to define accuratelv 
the p,-:rt.icular gross area assigned in th~ 
" Gazette " of lOth April, 193.0, and sub­
sc•quent " Gazettes." for the reason that 
plans of the actual farms of cancgrowers 
wore not in their posses,,ion. Hon. members 
representing- thf' sugar industry will remem­
ber the "Gazette" notice YYhich was sent 
out in 1930. I was surprised when that 
went out, because the answer came back that 
the farms were 100 per cont. cfiicient. It 
is most difficult for the Minister to find out 
exactly whether th0 apcignments are on 
sound lines or not. To be quite co.ndid, up 
to the present time the board does not 
seem to have hacl anv definite basis for 
a"igning lancl. This v:as due to the many 
difficulties which occurred at the time the 
work was taken over bv the Central Sugar 
Cane Prices Board. The position is most 
difficult to remedy on account of Qtl0ensland 
being restricted to a certain production. 

At 4.43 p.m., 
The CHAIR~!A:-1 Ol' CcnnnTTEES (l\Ir. Roberts, 

l?ast 'l'oou·oomba) rclieYed l\Ir. Speaker in 
the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If we could only produce another 100,000 
tons of sugar per annun1, it \vould g·ive the 
Central Sugar Cane Prices I3oarcl an oppor­
t nnity to rectify matters. As no plans of 
the farms \Vcro in cxi tenc..:-. it was not 
possible t'? prevent quPstions , ari~ing as to 
the particular area assigned by the board. 
The fact that the organisations of the 
farmH·s are right behind the GoYernment 
in this matter proves conclusivelv that it is 
the only way to grapple with the question 
at all quickly. The Bill will give the 
Cc.ntral Board power to define accurately 
the gross area that is assigned in each 
instance. This will be in acc01·dance with 
the Central Board's intentions, and will also 
give the board power to declare the per­
cenhv,e of the gross an·" which shall be 
harvc.:;tcd in anv year. These aro t\vo vcrv 
important points., It is not intcndcc1 that 
the area covered bv the percentage allowed 
for harve,ting shall bo dcfinitelv specified. 
That is to say, the perccntag·P n1ay be 
harvested from any part of the grocs area 
assigned. The gross area will not inrlude 
any nf'w areas that havo been substituted in 
lieu of old areas, the snbstitutio'l of ,,,hieh 
has not hocn apprOY'cd by the Central 
Board. I understand that in one particular 
district this has bkcn place. \Y0 arc givino: 
the board absolntel: a free h'>nd. and, if it 
does not carry out its duty, it YYill be w0ll 
kPO\Vn to the ra.nq.rro"~er- of QnC'P11~1nnft, 
who \Yill haYe the right of rcmoYing their 
nominee. 

The Central Sug-ar Cane Prices Board will 
have the power to g-rant an armlication for 
snbstltution of orre arf':=t for anothrr a.s nre­
viouslv. and will no doubt do so provided 
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it is sati,,f!cd with the reasons submitted with 
such a.pplication. rrhat is giving it the 
opportu,1it·,- of showing its ability, integrity 
and a~rninistrative powers in carrying out th~ 
Act. [n fact, there is no reason to suppose 
the Ccntrd I3oa,rd will alter any practice 
hitherto adopted by it, as its powers have 
not been in any v:ay diminished. It will 
ln--1 ye the <>n n1o po,ver, but there \vill be no 
po '·er of appeal. 

The trouble at present in connection with 
substituted areas is mainly confined to one 
centrf'. If not checlwd, howeYer, it would 
certainly grow and cause further over-produc­
tion. I intend to have a good dea,l more to 
~ay about that particular area, and to show 
what they are getting in comparison with 
other districts in Queensland, I se~w some of 
the rcprc,~lltatiYes of that district a couple 
of nights ago, when they indica,ted that they 
would swing into line with the others. 

In counection with the need for restricting 
production, I will quote paragraph 240 of the 
majority report of the Federal Sugar Inquiry 
Committee to show how matters stand as 
between the Commonwealth and the State-

" \Ye are strongly of opinion that. 
there is no ju,tification for any further 
increase in th;; Australian production 
for many years, and we consider that 
every cifort should be made by the 
authoritieo to keep production within the 
present limits." 

Not only in Australia, but in every sugar­
producing country in the world the need for 
curtailing output' is being felt. This is evi­
denced by the fact that Cuba, Java, Ger­
many, Czechoslovakia. Poland, Hungary, and 
Belgium aro all parties to the Chadbourne 
plan, and have all made very definite sacri­
fices in the interests of the agreement by 
limiti21g production. t_Tava had a carry-over 
of 610,027 tons from 1930. Bv the end of 
the current season that may be increased to· 
more than 1,000,000 tons. What they are 
going- to do with it is hard to say. There 
is od,, one way-that is to restrict produc­
tion. which they are doing. \Ve are not 
restricti'Jg production in Queensland, but are 
merely marking time. Argentina is limiting 
it' output to 368,000 tons. Europe is reduc­
ing her beet crop area. In countries sup­
porting t ho Chadbourne plan, the area reduc­
tion equals 19 per cent. The United States 
is also reducing her beet crop area \;!y 13.5 
per cent. All other couutries arc compelled 
to adopt some form of limitation of output, 
and are active in crop regulation. 

Let me give some idea of the world's pro­
duction of raw suga1· and consumption. I 
sha.ll not give the details, but simply say that 
in Europe, Asia, Africa (including Mauritius), 
South .-'\Jrican Union. North America, South 
America, "\ustralia, Fiji. and other islands, 
the world production works out at 29.600,000 
tons, vnd the consumption at 27,020,000 tons. 
In other words, there are 2.500,000 tons more 
produced than can be con,umed in the world. 
That is the unfortunate thing. 

Mr. \V. Fonc.m SonTH: Moro th&n you 
can se 11-not more than you can consume. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'rURE: 
I an1 :-;ubirct to c0rrection, because I recog­
Jlj,,:o th _t the &:ugar problem is a particularly 
difficult onP. 

Mr. PEASE: People have no money to buy 
it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I admit th<tt thero is a lot of truth in what 
the hon. member says-people who are out of 
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work ha.vo not the spending power. We have 
-only to look at what wo are spending here; 
but I do not think that is affecting the 
suf7ar industry so far as Australia is con­
cerned; I know that we have to take that 
factor into consideration. 

As to the value of the sugar industry to 
Queensland. especially from the viewpoint 
of cloc.e settlement, we have to remember 
that there are about 9,000 growers and 
30,000 workers depending on the indus­
try. The wages paid are something like 
£6,000,000 annually, and the value of the 
sugar output to the State is approximately 
£10.000,000. Hon. members will see from 
those figures that it is one of the finest agri­
cultural industries we have in Australia. 
There is only one better that I know of­
tlF dairying industry. In view of the 
Importance of the sugar industry to this 
State, therefore, we must all agree that fric­
tion among .t the organisations "'~hich are 
concerned in it is undesirable. We do not 
·.vant to have any competition, industrial or 
political, amongst ourselves with regard to 
it, bee;, use it ,,-ould do us harm from an 
Australian point of view. If we bad little 
injustices rankling in the minds of neople 
interested in the industrv. thev would be 
magnifted bv visitors to "'Queensland or by 
pe1·eons reading about them, with the r<"'•ult 
that there would be chaos. 

The value of our sugar export :~ about 
£2,000,000 per annum, and I think that 
figure is due to some extent to what "le 
know as the British preference. Hon. men.­
bers all know that the principal coastal 
towm; o~ Queensland are mainly supported 
by the mdustry, and that, if we took the 
sugar industry out of the coastal belt of 
Queensland, we would practicallv kill those 
town•. Townsville and Rockhampton may. 
perhaps, be excluder! from that category 
because of the pastoral and other industries 
behind them. but towns like Mackav. Innis­
fail, and Cairm are almost wholly supported 
by the sug:ar indnstrv, and, if anvthing •vere 
done to injurG the industry, all those towm 
·would suffer tremendously. 

As to the pfficiency of the sugar industrv 
in Queensland, it is onlv neccssarv to laeri­
tion, so far as the gr-owing side is con­
cernefl, that the tonnage of raw sugar pro­
duced per acre under cane increase--1 as fol­
lows:-

J900 
1920 
1929 

Tons. 
1.19 
1.88 
2.41 

So that tlw viold of raw sugar per acre 
doubl0d in thii·ty years. 

On the milling side there is a similar 
story. and the efficicncv of the indnstrv in 
this respect is dcmonstr.:,tcd bv the follo.;;,ino­
figurcs givjn~ the tonnage o{ cane required 
to 1nake 1 ton of sugar 111 the countries 
Incntionf'd :---

Queensland, 1929 
Natal, 1929 
Hrnvaii, 1929 
Java. 1928 

Ton.s. 
6.91 

10.06 
8.50 
8.72 

ThP:;;e f!gures w:ll giYc hon. n1ombers an idea 
of how progrc·ssiYe \VC haye been, and ho\v 
successful have hPcn the efforts made by 
those Cn"'agcd in the industry. 

The policy of restricting- pmdnction bv 
means of the peak-year scheme is the only 

one to pursue. I •vish to emphasise that 
point, because it is one on which I am 
particularly keen. Sugar being a controlled 
industry, we must keep our legislative 
1nachinerv in order, and, as 1veaknesses 
become apparent, it is necessary to amend 
our legislation accordingly. From time to 
time, of course, amendment of the regula­
tions has to be considered, but on this occa­
sion an alteration of the Act itself is 
required, and once a decision is arrived at­
it does not matter whether it is in regard 
to the sugar industry or anything else-we 
have to get to work and do what is required 
quickly. 

I am particularly plea ed with the pro­
grr;'s and the unanimity that have been 
achieved on this occasion. Speaking on tho 
initiation of the Bill, other hon. members 
and myself said that the sugar industry 
itsdf was rig-ht behind this amendment. In 
eupport of this statement, I "·ish to quote 
the pnblishcd comments of the two sugar 
orga.nications-the Australian Sugar Pro 
duccrs' _,:-\,,- oeiation and tho Queensland Cane 
Growers' Council-as "they appeared in the 
" Daily Mail " of the 8th instant. The 
secretary of the Austrrrlian Sugar Producers' 
As· Jciation. ,,-ho wrrs one of the Queensland 
rcpr!'sentativec, on the recent Federal Sugar 
Inquiry Con11nittee, said, inter alia-

" The pwpo·ed amendment gave defi­
nite authority to the Central Sugar Cane 
Prices Board that it should have had 
rnany years P :::;-o. From the point of 
view of defining the area and boundaries 
of the assigned land, it should be wel­
comed by cmcgrowers and millers who 
have the interest·< of the industry at 
heart . . . \Vhcn thll Central Board 
had carried out its work of certifying 
to boundaries and areas, there was no 
c1oubt that the restriction of sugar to 
the requirements set down under the 
present policy of thP Commonwealth 
Government would be much more easily 
nttained Really, the amendment will 
clarify the position." 

Tl:n SP-.l'" tar~· of tlw Quee-nsland Carw 
Grnw, •' Gonncil :.tated--

" lt io a Bill that the sug~r industry 
is ric.;ht behind, and it· is in accordance 
\\·ith iho wi~he~ of the industrY." 

The:~w ttflt"nJrnts can lcJ.Yf' no doubt in the 
n:in,J,; of hon. mcmlwr-; as to the dcsir,abh 
Eeos of tlw Boil. Thcv ha.-e been made bv 
the rt>pJT·Pntntl\7 c:> of the ofTicjal or·_,anisa·­
t-loj . .-; in·. irnatc1v as:"ot:iat'c(l wifh the SU[;"Dr 

indU:3try. -"-\ deputation frorn thQ ·industry 
·waited uron 1110 tlw other night. I ~:ntici­
patf't1 that I \:ou!d ha Ye :<OIIlc diffi<:u1ty _ 
hcc'.u . .:::c I felt that t'hcre had been ~;')me Inis· 
nndor;:;tnP_din' H:_O\YCY0l'. CC11lll101l SPTIS;~ 
1H't•\.ailed. ~1nd, aft0•· l had giYen an cxpla­
P:thon of tl 1 f' Bnl, tllo -rlcputatihni~ ~ 

.e.1 i·he lFlf!nininus \Yj~h that it should 
ln:w. TLP dcnntaL:on C'Olnpriscd-

!ff·-:;::rs. ~~v. li. NuttnlL 
\Y. 

tlw 
C ro•" 1'-..:' C mnril; 

'\L· . . \. I!!ll<?~. cL1,irruan. I\Inckav ~IQ.llU.· 
f:: l'rL•rs' ..:\ssoeiation; · 

:\Ir. . H. \Yarncr. Babinda .au:l :\Iul-
g'l'H \"P rnills: · 

;}L·. F. C. c~nlc~---. is. An-·h·alian Sugur 
Pr0ducr~r3' .i:\.::sociation; 

}.1 r. F. G iin1ott:, South J ohnstono rni~l 
.and :.\Tourjly n gro\vcrs; 

Ilon. H. F. Walker.] 
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:.l.Ir. J. T. l\Ic'\'smec. South John,tonc 
gro~ViTCl'S and the Tully mill; 

1\Ir. S. Thcodor<, rrully grov~·e1·s; and 
1vf"ssrs. E. S. Smith, T. _l\_, PoY;cll, and 

"\. R. Hcnrv. members of the Cen­
tral Su:;~n Cane Prices Board. 

These gcntlr!n1cn reptT'scntecl the great s~Jgar 
industry, nnJ they all 0 -Sl'Pcd '.\ ith the pro~ 
posed lf. id.n:on. Xaturally, I havo beon 
guided by the adyice and views of those 
engagC'd in the sugar indqsiry in preparing 
this legj .laticn, \Yhich confidentlv l'Pcorn· 
n1cnd to 1 ~1or1. rncr:.1bcrs. Boivre co~wlutling, 
I would nkc to explain tD tho Loader of the 
Opposition that I found it ucce~- ary to have 
the draft Bill an1endcd in a nurnbcr of n1inor 
particulars; and. :in view of the DumlJer of 
amendn1cnts nC'ccs~arv~ it \Yas co11sidereJ 
advisable to ;·edrnft the whole of clause 2. 
I ha.ve rrntch plca,;;tlr~! in nloYing-

." rr.~at tho Bill be now read a :SCl'Clll·l 
tnnc., 

Mr. \V. FORG.AN S2.IITH (Jiarkuy) 
[4.59]: I do .n:ot prop~se to offer any objec­
twn to the B1ll at tlus stage, but I olwulct 
like tu reaffirm ,.-hat I ,aiel at the introduc­
tory stage-that the time has aniYcd when 
Parliamc nt should review !he whole of this 
legi.:Jlat:ion with c<- Yic·v,· to bringing :it into 
ltue with rnodc1~I?-. rcquircnlC'nts. In ~aying 
tnat, I S!Wak wn·n " full know led rrc of the 
existing la'v and of the hj:ton· of the law 
itself. ·· 

\Yhcn the Rcgul<Jtion of Sugar C.tne Prier--. 
Act 1.vus first jntro•1ucul b, tht~ GoYernrnent 
of -which I was a supporler, it laid down 
a new principle of control in the industrv. 
It was the culrnitlabon of long dforts lo 
grant a rneasurc of f1~ccdorn to those engaged 
in the industry. It laid down a S\ Aern of 
:;rderly c.:mtrol arnong all sections "engaged 
m the production of this commodity. 

The Central Sugar Cane Prices Board 
e-J--rbJi~hcd undc.t t.lw Act wa~ g·ivcn ccrtai11 
.• utltor,ty. Amongct other authoritieo that 
'~,·0rc given -was the power to 3~::-ign bnd. 
The object of that vvD s not to restrict th, 
arsas of hnd under production, lmt to pro­
YHiG for the o1d1 rl:v rnarkc:ting of the { ;tne. 
and to en~:.urc that a cancgro\vcr \Vhost~ land 
was as cgned to a particular mill should have 
cane crushed that was of good qualitv and 
of_ a Yaricty not ballncd by the Act.' The 
null was then bound to accept and crush 
that cane. while the <'onditions of harYcstiug 
and payment thcn•for were io be subject 
to an award made tmdcr the ,cope of 'the 
Act. That was donP for the purpose of giv~ 
~ng ~Hotection. to tho.-;c r·ngngcc1 in the 
Industry; and 1t was also designrd to pre· 
vc'nt any ···.ietin1i~ ,,tion thnt 111it;"ht take place 
be:bvccn m1ller c111J gTO\YCr. In other \Yards. 
it p;·oyiclcd tlwt co<ercio:> sllOulcl uot be 
t·xcrciscd agujn.-~t to forcf; then1 to 
accept conditions fuvoLu'abl(' than thev 
could obtain frc1n the bourd. u 

In the early stDgr o£ thi·; Iucn~ure a good 
of litj~ ation n suited. Cct'trrin prJ· 

With 
mcr.t ·, 

mills objcch•cl to pr01·ision of the 
t:w~rds bY the Central 

on tl e ~rou~1 d 
thc1r bu.,in;ss. 

all c1 ~:s the GoYcrnn1rnt l,Yon 
Thno the .\et was vindic,tecl ·me] 

of admin~stcring the law givc·n 
receiYt.•d gc:ncn.d .support ~a11ono:; 
con cc nH:d. 

l'Pf.crcn.ec ~o the qnc-.: 1 ion of nc'3sign~ 
1vh1Ch i:-3 the rn~tin pul·posc of this' 

[Hon. H. B'. Walker. 

Bill, under tho 1917 Act land that wa.' +1w~· 
~npplying certain InilJs was alJtornatjca(ty· 
~tS igned to the mills that they were then 
supplying. Later on. there were in some 
c-asc.s~ no doubt. variations b,J agreenwnt, 
and in other casu by application. \Vith 
the impr01~cments in the capacity of the 
various mills, n.nd improved methods of culti­
vation, a nmc problem arose for the Govern­
ment and the Central Sugar C,tno Prices 
Board to deal with. :More cane was converted 
into sugar than could be sold in Australia 
at a payable pi·icc. The problem of export­
ill~ the snrplus sugnr arose, and that part 
of the production is known as " the export­
able su:rplns." Fo1~ son1c y<'ars p'lst QueC'ns'­
Iand has b('cn vrodncing Tnorc sugar thau 
1~ required for tho Australj.,n market, and, 
as a con~(•qnence, wo have to sell that sugar 
i'1 the• !Jr'st markets available. Happily, up 
to the m·<•scnt we have been able to secure 
reb.ctes. in duties' in Great Britain, which 
has ''''istc ,_] the industry to :,omo ,·xtent. 
In othC'l' words, thes0 rebates represent to a 
c0l'tain degree a form of prderential t:>riff 
on IJo~ninjon-proiluccd sugar. ~· cverthclc3s. 
t lt at. prcfpn•ncc is not sufficient in itself to 
jnstify a conlinuanco of the production of 
;; ny lar<sc pxportablc s·urplus. The greater 
dtl' ~urpl n~ exported, obviously the lo1vcr 
the averag-e price bccon1Ps for those cngagP<:l 
in the industry. 

Taking the mgar consumed locally with 
the surplus :'olcl abroad, the net price 
1·calised bv the industrv last vear was a 
litt\(, over· £19 per ton,· "·hich is app,·oach­
ing the price which was ayaila.ble for ravv 
~ugar ln 1915-1916. 

The ::\Iinister pointed out that quite 
obviouslv the Governr:ncnt have to carry out 
l heir ag;reenwnt with the Gornmonw-.alth 
Governrncnt in good faith. rrhat is so; and 
it is a matter for con;;ratulation that the 
Commonwealth Gon'rnment have seen fit 
to .tCilP'v th0 ernbargo for a further period 
of th-e years. The sv Jtcn1 of order I v con· 
lt-ol in ilw indn'h7 is ono that appeals to· 
me, and one that could with aclYantage­
,,·ith certain variatio11S, of coursc-bL: applied 
t-o certain other Australian industries? 
l;ndPl' the ··.ystcm of eontrol by the Common­
wealth ltnd the State Governments. there is 
c·1tionalis<od or orderlv control from thn 
point of production right through to the 
point at which l he consumer purchases 
::!1:,-,·ar ov0r tht1 counter of a grocer's shop. 
Dw• rcgn rd is had to nll f'ronomic factors. 
and all intcrC'!'t~ arC' COH:"f'rvcd under these 
n.12'l'e(~Jncnts. Certainly, as conditions f'hangC' 
from tirne to time. variations in detail mav 
be c ·~sf>Jltial; but the g0neral pl'inciplo of ~ 
cont-inuation ·~)f that pollcy is ono thn.t n1ust 
rtppcal to all who hn,·c the be', inL·rcsts 
of Au-_traliau industry at heart. 

the Regulation of Sugar Cane 
~Acts 1\·e provide foe the {::•_,lH'gro,Ycr 

nn t: \\·a rd for his and \YP 

tll ·\ tlw mill ,hall that canl' 
pav for if rondition~. 

T_;ndcr the 
fo1· t11c :.<tu;ar 
Stat • nncl it:::. ~nlo di.~tribution 
Yarinns rcfinerie-.:. whjch. in turn. give th0i1· 
srrYl- c:; for C<1 rtnin fixed considerations. 
Further, tb0 \YOrkC'l''• 0ngaged in the indus· 
lry lHIYC ihc peot(•cticm of the Inclust;·iaf 
Court &\Yetrch so f.._r a:::. v.:agcs and conditions 
rf lahocq· aro conC<'rncd. It will lw s, en. 
thPrdo;··· that the svstom has received 
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general r.upport in fnc community, and is 
one which j, urrnly establiehed in the minds 
of most Queensland people. \N c are not 
considorin:__ to-day any departure in prin­
ciple from wlnt I haYo enunciated, but 
merely the extension, to some extent, of 
that principle. I reiterate that tho Central 
Sugar Cano Prict ~ Bonrd has in l~cccnt 
years been forced to assnme functions that 
were not anticipated in the early stages of 
the dcvdopnocnt nf that bo8rd. The Com-
1TIOJ.!.WE'1Jth GoYcrnmcr!t, in th0ir agrcmnent 
with the State, ddinitclv and dcfibcratelv 
called upon the Government of Quccnsian~l 
not to incrca"~ the cxportablr. surplus and 
thereby reJucr, th., aYcrage return to those 
cngng'J in th·_ industry. 1\s a conscqucncB, 
the problem of s .ignmc nt of land naturally 
bulks largely m the minds of the cane­
gro"~'-'81'. 

Tb' n1nttPr· of assignments is one that 
requir0s revi~.:-wing in order that it mav be 
placed on a basis that cannot scrious(v be 
challenged. It ,-,-ill be found that, under the 
opertttions of the Yar1ou enactn1\-nt _, the 
C'xtr-nt of tho gross and net ar~, 1 assigned in 
Yarions di:tricts not only vor:ir~ as bcbv-cen 
mills in a district. b1;t also as between 
farmers in a district. It >Yill be found that 
in ·mr1ll' areas 101 acres 1nay be: assigned in 
some ca~~r . ..:;, and quite a sn1 ·dl acn:agc in 
other caf'£3. 

At 5.10 p.m., 

'\Ir. SPr\.KER re .. untcd the chair. 

:\h. ,V. FOHGAX S::\IITH: That is dne 
to tho fact that these lands were assigned 
in the eariy clap, when the problem of sur­
phls production had not obtruded itself, 
and ; ,nyone desirous of enga ~-{ing in the 
industry and having suitable land could 
oLtain a suitable [tSsignment by arrangement 
either with thP board or through the mill 
in the area. rut that r:liscs the question 
that the beard will have to formulate and 
111~, t1own dcri11it~ principles upon Yvhich, in 
the fu1ure, al"signmcnts shall be granted. 

The :\Iinistcr referred in the course of his 
speech to th queotion of substitution. Under 
this Bill, in order to carry out the arrange­
rnent to prevent any undue increase in the 
surplus production, the 1iinister f ctid that 
it ,·as the intention of the Government to 
prcv(•nt the substitution of area·-.:. 'rhat 1nav 
be nccC'ssary for an ob-vious reason. If ~t 
man iL '· .a···. lOO acre cf snit .tblc c1nc land 
and he call transfer a 30-acre a~'3ignment 
to an:;- porticn of that lo.nd, it is obvious 
that he has a grec1t adYantago over anot~1er 
n1a.n vYlth an equal assif:.'l'mcnt on n, smaller 
arcct. and to th0 extent that he is allowed 
to act that advr:nhF""'J he is receiving the 
retnrn to h1r_13Clf, but is a~-o at the :tme 
tln1c tq;set~in~ to f'Onlc 0xtcnt the scheme 
-which hns 1·- adop~Pd for the regulation 
and of inc1LFtrv. I urn not offC'r-
ing- to ·control under the 

l cct \Yill be found in 
tb t the bo ·.rd will 
va r; -lt~ons of as.:;i::: n­

t 'n-:'f';; jn· tifr sUch 
be g mccth~r th~!.t (' ·n 

of L)ct. \Vh 
pnt fonvard for 

"~'t nroa the br--1r\~ .. ill hr.Ye 
1o [rant that substitutj :1. 

I 1·-J.:e 11- :.ti·-o t!1-•t thn bornd -will 1' ye 
nov·cr fro''1 tin1e to tin1e to va.rv anv c:x:i··t~ 
ing '~sig·nme~t~ that n1a:r be sAt OPt. in the 
prochnnation. I rnention these things because 

the Minister will realise that it is necessary 
that they shonld he brought out in the 
debate, so that no a !arm will arise in the 
mind of the bona fide grower that he may 
be subjected to utfair trc'ltrnent as against 
any oth<er indi,-iclual ongoged in the indus­
try. Tbe point to emphasise is th,t the 
board \vill still fnndion, and will still have 
povver to grant assignments and vary a.-.:sign~ 
1nonts on cause sho-wn by the parties con­
cerned. The board will continue to function 
in an cqnitablo and just manner. Each 
case can be heard and dcotermincd on its 
merits. If a c~se for an alteration can be 
establi ,hcd, the boud can grant such altera­
tion where tlw facts of the casP ,,·arrant such 
a dcpnrtnrf' or such vatiation. That is the 
0xact pv-iUon. but I run cn1phasi"ing this, 
and rnaking it clear bcu.Luso of the fact 
that ne any g-rowc rs throuvhout the State 
may be perturbed about the position, and 
be led to assume certain wrong things by the 
pa·,~ago of this n1easurc. _l\.lread:v I have 
'0en letters in the ne"" spapers dealing with 
the question, '1nd, if assurance is given to 
the gro\vers that where a case exi·~ts for the 
Y:uiation of an assignment, the bo::trd has 
still power to grant tl-at variation, then 
you will saticfy those engngcd in the industry 
that the sy-stem of control on a just basis 
will continue, just as it has lc<een established 
in the past. 

Ar interesting feature about this Bill which 
requires to be cmphasi>'ed i·, that the Central 
SugH Cctn" Prices Board is the sole autho­
ritv whic-h .,·ill llx assignments, and w·ill be 
able to <~stabli,._h "\Yhat arf'a on r_, p:i.,,.-en farm 
oh all be the assigned area. In other words, 
its c<!rtillcn te v·ill be sufficient evidence that 
the in~tructions of the board haYe been 
carrie<l out. anrl there 'sill be no appeal 
from the decision of the board in that re,pect. 
That is done y ith the definite purpose, I 
haY'" no donLt of pol-icing the area so as to 
pro,,-cnt anv undue infldion thereof either 
Lv accidc~lt. or connivancC'. 

A fnYthrr poi11t to ern ph ~~i.sc 1s thls~thc 
:"Tini~t0r ,ri_ic~ n0t rn.cnti(JE this in his spoLch. 
but it i~ ju.-.;t a.;; well to 1nakc it clc::tr-thP 
CPntral Tionrc1 is .::ivc'n 1vhnt mi~ht be tcrrned 
""t ra-j •trlici "l function··· nml"r 'thie Bill. It 
~s given -n"e'lL::,r nut11orit""-' than W,ts the c'"~.Se 
in 'thr p st. In other ·-"-orcls. tho C'"•ntral 
Tioard \dlL on the pa.~;::u.gc of thi-; mcnsurc, 
11c '"'iY'-'n Jarg-el:v the san1~ po,vcrs Jog-ally as 
tho Industrial Court, and thot, within the 
::m bit of the jurisdiction of the C,ontreJ Board, 
no ~l'P<' ·l ill lie to nny other ·nthority. 
That is clccr. and t\nt is the intention of 
thr~ GoYcrnmcnt. 

T"ho SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LT"CRE: Yes. 

'\'r. \V. FORGAN S:\T1TH: H needs to be 
eel thnt thf' ch.tus of the board is 
.·c:vwd and it i.s bcinn· given 

be P~S c·xtra-jPdicial 
:its d. ,__:1-;:io~ in 

~ op<J ·'lf law 
rrot bo to 

forrn uf nppcn 1. 1;;; 1n az.~ord-
-..,,.! t h CH' p0:-'1ltH1 .of the l 1,nll 
of t 11p I;l{ll'"Jr~q,} ,·,:t·r-

C'1 its iurisdiction. It tl1at 
t' f, .. t1 of n.Pt1Jor1t ,- exi~t. 
Oln-io·t.-lY. if exr litigaticcc were per-
,'·~:rtcd. · ~ 1n1g}tt ,n·:i c from 
tint'' tn ox~qqr;~.'- if 1a: 

cf tl1~~ J~canL orer~-
coni rol of t 1·n cr.•p m 

he criousl:v hnP1p0r,·d. 
mPn who could ill afford 

~lfr. Sn,ith.] 
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it might be involved in litigation of an ex.ten­
>ive character, so I do not offer any serwus 
objection to this clepc.rture in the law; but 
it is worthy of emphe.sis, because it is .a 
definite and important departure. It IS 

worth v of note that under the m:isting Act 
the Chairman of the Central Sugar Cane 
Prict: '3 Board is a Supren1e Court judge, and, 
as such, exercises the power and authority 
of that position. But if at any time an 
alteration is made in the law rclat.ing to the 
Hegulation of "\ugar Cane Prices Aet, that 
extra·jucliciul authority to which I have 
referred in this Bill will have to be given 
duo \Y<~ight in the considcratioYI of any 
arnendtncnt that may be propof~d. 

AnoflJer of ihe rnea.suTe which is 
'.Yorfy of note- tL 1t it Y'1lidatc;;; a nun1ber 
of 0l'dCl',., in Council and regulation:,. I haYe 
no doubt that that is douc hcc1use the I\1in-
ister ~ire-_ to rna~~e sure that an: thing he 
has i:~ the past shail not be challongcd. 
It is a11 interesting cxBnlplc of ~oyernr!lcnt 
b'' re~uL:tion referred to so >vel! by Lord 
.He.,Ya~t in n standard work th~,t ha~ had a 
\vide vogue recently. In that direction I 
-would aclYi~e the :0r1iEisb ·r to be Yery careful 
abo<Jt the pow0rs thr1t he exorci- cs under the 
regulations to issue Orders ir1 Council. How­
PYer, tlw rn1rpou~ of valida.ting t~O.S:5 Orders 
in Council is to ce~rry out a policy already 
agrc~ 1 upon by _all those conce.rned, and, 
therdore, is not ldrrly to be snbJeCt to any 
legal difl1culty on the part of tho, e "ho are 
interested. 

Tho Bill is one that is desired by the 
Govcrnrnent 1najority. It is, I un.dcrbtand, 
supportc-:1 by the sagar assoc1at1ons con­
ecrned, the peoplo who have been empowered 
~mdcr statute P''"~d by this Chamber to 
speak on behalf of those engap;ed in the 
industrv. The Cane G row~r~/ Council \· as 
Fstablisl1ed bv Parliament while I was Sec­
retar~,· for .._.:\griculturc, and i:' given certain 
8tatutor,v power. and over:· member of the 
Cane Gro\vers' Association established under 
that Act is a mcmbei·. In other words, the 
:Minister, bv means of thi;c and other Acts. 
i . .; perp0tuiting a f'ystern of preference to 
r~nionists that 1night ha \·e int0resting in1pli~ 
cations in other directions. The ~1inistcr 
is not interfering vvith that. Ho,.vever, l 
venture to ~;uggest that, inasrnuch as all 
the cancgTowers ar..._~ nwn1bers of this associa~ 
tion, undc•!' tbc shtute passed while I was 
a l\linistcr, it has the rig-ht to speal; as tho 
competent authority in esprcssing: tho view 
of the people :intt'rc·stcd. It is prop-~ r that 
that ~y~tcrn of organisation should contin:xc. 
\Yhore an industrr j .. \Vt-:JJ organised on the 
producin~~ or any other 3idc, the organi,~a.tion 
r.o former1 can be Ycry helpful to a Mim,tcr 
in tho adrninistration of anv ..:-\et of Padia­
lnrmt; bnt thnt, of f''JlU' 7ie, does not nbolish 
Ministerial and pc rli1tmentary responsibility. 
For any Act pa~:;~ed Oy th[s VarlicunentJ 
Pa'i·Iim11ent itself js rf':;;p~_,n~ible. Hon. rnem­
h~rs have to scrutinjse it for thcn1sdves, 
1-1nd be sat.isfi0d ,;::; to it. oqnity and ju::;­
ti,~:__'. If it, is a rccornrncnJrrtion of an 
fl'<t'OC'iot·ion nnd crnbodic•s it" vifrws·, its pa~­
sa.gC' ]~. nc\-crthclcss, the r _:sponsihility of 
Parliament. Parliament mu .. t approve or 
reject the principle. 

I rep."at th1tt the problem is bccomin_,;, 
more- con1"'Icx ..:;vcrv vcar. ~rhe lVIinistcr 
refc·rrc·l t(, the fal~ that more sugar is 
being in the ,xorld than ean be> 
,old. thu Jni ·;t :.ko of saying thr~t 
zr..ore 1vas bein<Z produc._·d than could b,, 

[.Jlr. Smith. 

consumed. The poo:tion really is that more 
sugar is being produced than can find a 
suitable market. Many people cannot afford 
to buy sugar. Some of the sugar·producing 
countries, particularly in Central Europe, are 
cxportinrr sugar because they have no other 
currency~because their peoples have no 
other means of purchasing the things that 
they require. So the~t in countless different 
directions the difficulty has been accentuated. 
ln CH1Ja the~,· haYe the san1e problern, and 
in varior1s other countries als·o. 

Th~ point I \\>ant to make is ~hat the policy 
:tdopted by the Gm·crnwo:Jt 111 Queensland 
in regard to th>J production of sugar and 
en1bodicd 1n thi.< Bill is an an1plif-icatio:n of. 
or is desl'"~'ned to son1c L"::tent to give effect 
to, 1vhilt 1':3 kno,_-, n as the peak-J ear ~chemo. 
I find that, "·ith the best intentions in thG 
world, in th0 clc,ire to control ono phase 
of an industrv or solve ono problem, new 
proDlrm~ arc Condant1y being crc:Jtcd. );o 
one can dcfin~hly ihLt the pcuk-ytmr 
schc:mc or srhc. 1e a~ tplifled in thj3 J3ill 
js t.he last v ol'd t.lL,t can be said on this 
IJroblcm. .._!\t th2 11est, it i:" a rough and 
rcndy method of dc··tlin~: with a recogni~ed 
difficn1hr. It 1n~lv give a roag-h approximu­
t;on l;>., 1nst1c(~. 'bnt the cssoDti<d problem 
1't):nain5. ~ In relation to the C"nltivat1o~l of 
c ~ne, the gro\n'r, ~~ LJ hrrYt' a~·-ignrncnb' have 
r~cqnircd tlH'n1 elt}H'1~ L;.- 1on-:; usage or by 
rncan~'3 of pern1it::<. To ,c:;ornG extent a vc,ted 
int0rc-t is bc,ing l.Ju11t ~1p ·,ronnd thosE' 
af'~ign!YlEmt~ That raises tho prob1c:nl of 
the man who comre imo the industry lnter, 
nnd the problem of Crown la~ds a_nd other 
lar:.ds taken np for s'ngar-growrng u1 recent 
vcars. I an1 quite sati,~fir,--l that, as time 
goes on. these difficultic·s may become more 
ncute. Having regard to these fact~. I am 
quite satisfied that the time is coming for 
a full roviuv of this mPthocl of control of 
the industry. I h'lve alreacl:' pointed out 
how cnti1·elv diffPrcnt has been the opera· 
tion of th0 Central Sugar Cane Prices Boe~rd 
from what w ,'• expected when it WJ.s called 
into being. The board he d to c1o the best 
it could. with the data available. I am 
s·atisficd that it is the dut:- of the board, 
of the Governrncnt. or of Parliament to lay 
clmYn a formuh for the e<Juitable assign­
ment of cane lands th,.oughout Queensland,, 
to provide for a transfer of land. and to 
stipulate the eonditions under which assign­
ments can be transferred. 

Tlw :\1inist. r would be well advised to 
f'on~idC'r carnfully whc: t I s1.jd .at the intro­
cluctorv stage of tlw B:ll. when I rccom­
wc;Hled the appointnwnt of a parliamentary 
:;f'lecr eonnnittc'e ~ ) rc\-ic-v thP qucst1on. 
r:rh0 t: :.; \Y llmn I rccorrnncndcd are 
qnit'c of undertnJ:cir1 :~ the task: I am 

" ·ddc~i to the apporntmcnt 
_ .. r, committee to undertake 

· but it is essential, in the 
p~-~ .. ynd :::ugar industry, 

l't' be revlewPd with a 
;J, fonu of ordcd,. con­

;, than exists ot the 
provjdiHg; etrutdard~ of 

ini ;>re ts concerned. 

r.i'lw S~·-'RE'r.\"".Y FOR ...__lGRJClJLTL:RE: Ouit-
~ .uncL 

~."[1·. \"Y'". S-:\JITII: It. wil1 b0 
fnw'}d th<~.t. g·o,_~ d!L and :L.; these 
'"'c--.tt~d int0.rc'::ts ccnh'P r ,nrcl a<:e2'1gnm.cnt~~ of 
t _me land. neT, and .L rcatcr probl(rns ~.v1ll. be 
r·rcat 1 <.:ach yC'f!r, and Hu.t the syste;.n of 
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transfer of assignments as well as substituted 
areas will become problems that the board 
will, no dotrbt, ha vc to deal with later on. 
I am not offering any objection to tho pas­
sage of this Bill; but I recommend to the 
Minister that he establish a sound form of 
inyestigation to consider the whole problem 
with a vie\v to removing existing difficultieR. 
'''ith a vie\V to sin1plif--ing procedure, and 
with a Yio,v, perhaps, of prov·iding a better 
basis than now exiots. Parliament, the 
departrncnt, ~and the board obtain addit1onat 
knov:lf'rlgo as a result of the experience in 
adrninisrerinP; a 1noasuro of this kind. There 
is a gradual'~ and g0noral evolution proceed .. 
ing all the hne. \Vith improved yarietics 
of en no, and ,., ith improyed n1cHwd_; of 
cultivation. the problorn presents rnany 
phaE::os. ThG accurnulatcd knowledge and 
(•xpericnco of those cnb.lg'Cfl in the industry 
a!:d of tho~e who under .-t.and the cconornics 
of the induf'tr-,r should be rnobilised with rt 

Yicw to arriviTig nt conc1usiol1S, so that the 
Art 111 ~y be bl'ought t~p to date and rnany 
things that aro no~,\'"' C0!~1plcx si1nplificd. 
This wou}J result in hf~ncfit to the i:1dnstrv. 
an~l, th1·ough i'hc industry, to the pcopk· ;;f 
the State. 

The HO"\IE SECRET \RY (Hon .. r. C. 
Pctcrson. -~rorm(n/bp) f5.28-!: ThPrc' is r cer­
tain an1our.t of cane 1and in rny PledOl\LtC. 

Mr. BRr-cE: Where? 

The HOME SECHET"\HY : At Flaggy 
Rock an<.l at Cannilla. 

N£r. \V. FGRCA~ S2\1ITH: You 111av have 
more t .tn0 ]and in your electorate aft0r thP 
re-distribution of the electorates. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I would nor 
mind if all the eane ,land in Quel•nsland 
carne into 1ny C'lcctorate. \:V~ e now propose 
to vest certain powers in the Central Sugar 
·Cane Prices Bc.arcl. 

Mr. V•:. FORG.G S):JTH: Extra-judicial 
powers. 

The IIO::\IE SECRETARY: The board 
will be ca1lc-cl upon to g-in• a d0cision aft.r·r 
bearing the representations o:> behalf of th" 
growers. and its decision will be final ancl 
without the right· of appc::l. ThP bnard has 
not given the sati:<.fa< tion that t}w gl'OV,"PJ:;;. 
expected. · 

l\1r. PEASE: Hear, hear ! 

The HOME SECRETARY: 1 rco.lisc that 
it is not po~sihle to give satisfaction to 
evc;rybcdy; but I bdien' th·:t, when thl' 
Bill is paCJc·d, [trcatcr sati•.factiun will b0 
enjoyed and greater latitqdc will b'' extended 
to the grmw::s than has hitherto prevailed. 
I have had evidence in rnv cloctoratP--­
vhethcr it is true Ol' no!. I cqimot• say--that 
tho Central Sug-ar C'ln(' l~ricc.:; Board ha:, 
granted assignments of np to 60 acres to some 
nu~n and r.~::;.ignn1ents as lo'Y as 10 ..... crC's. 
to others. That surpasses n1y corn]lrehensjon. 
I hope that, with th" asc<istancc of the acldi­
t'ional power that is being 'Tanted to it. the 
bom·d "-ill extend a mcecl of juRtice to the 
growl'r;;:; '"ho haYt' 11ot recei,-cf1 satisfnC'bon 
in the past. 

I have repeatc·llv brou, :·ht <'ornplaint.o 
under the notice of +he Central Sugar Cane 
J?ri~~ ·.; Board. I hn,Yf' alwavs re-ceiYcd a 
st·•reoh-ped reply thnt not],;nF: 'Could be done. 
From rny point of view, -the board has 

-dcfinite:ly OV{ :1ooked certain responsibilities in 
rerard. The 11inister has assured n1c-

1S kn·J·x i_1-that under the powers vested 

in the board it can rectify the matters com­
plaine-d of; but, if it feels it cannot do so, 
then this Bill will confer greater powers upon 
it on the lines suggested by the Minister. If 
the dilliculty cannot be overcome with the 
pn.ua ge of this Bill, then vve can overcome 
it by increasing the representation of the 
growers on the board. I am not sure that 
'vo have enough growers' representatives on 
the Loard. If we had a growers' representa­
tive for the North and a growers' repre,~enta­
tivc for the Southern division, perhaps the 
infusion o E new blood on the board might 
stimulate it in giving gro;',tcr satisfaction in 
the direction I have indicated. 

The President of the b·Jarcl is a judge. 
That gentleman may hav-e a very shre,vd 
knowlulgP of the industry; but up to the 
pres~nt ti1nc I h~Jve cmne to the conclusion 
that the b.,t persons to adjudicate in cases 
like this are people who have a very deep 
interest in their own indtr try. I hope that, 
\Yhen this Bill is passed, the board will give 
p·,l'ticulnr attention to th rnany ;'rievances 
now existing. The Leader of the Opposition 
pointeu out that the time is ripe, a11d the 
Secretary for Agric ulturc acquiesced, for a 
thorough overhaul of oul~ sugfLr legislation, 
a1td so bring about u condition of affairs 
which will mean not onh· better conditions 
for tho growers but g-reater stability with 
respect to assignnu:nts. rrhcse factors will 
rnakc for the betterment of the sugar indus-
1 r:Y. I l11t'rcly rose on behalf of my con­
:-,t itucnts in the northern portion of 
my e-lectorate to Yoiee my protest against 
ti.e apathy shown to their interests, and to 
t'XJ>ress the hope that. when the Bill is 
p cd, the board will giv~o' greater con:;;idcra­
tion to theil' wiches than it has done in the 
past. 

Yk BHAND (Burrum) [5.32]: I am quite 
Jlc'eved that the hon. member for Herbert, 
'vho rC'prt ~en{~. ,~, lar<""e sugar-grovring· con­
stihwney, ha,; not risen before me. I hope 
1 hat he wili rise <1fter me. 

This Bill surrounds the whole question of 
r• .,iricting sugat' production. therefore, it is 
onr \\-hich might be open to some criticism. 

::\Ir. DASH : Didn't the :\1inister put the 
'n se for tlw Bill before you? 

c\Ir. BHA-:\D: He did. 'The :Minister gave 
n YE·>'. full historv of the Bill. He cOlwincecl 
rhc Oppo;;itiPn that the Bill is one which 
should be pa•osed in the iJJlt'rests Df the indus­
trY. \Vhilst t-here mav be some criticism of 
it" iJJ. so1ne q uartors, I arr1 ploa~r;d to kno1.v 
th:n at lL'tv·:.t the divergent political opinions 
J't>PI't:.':-it>n·l'd iP th1~ StJte arc at 011e on the 
Bill. 

S!Itc the v.ar the sugar indu;.::,try, like many 
(11llf.'r primary indtl!"trif-::s, has 1nacle wonder­
ful That is due to the clarion c<>ll 

thr --:ar that all pro(luccrs were 
rnore. There was one great cry at 

and th _,t vvu.s "Produce! Produce! 
!" That appeal J.s made by the 

:\Ii,istcr of the Connnomvealth, and 
sugar indu~try W.i.'i c-nconraged to ext~nd 
ar~a ~1nclcr cultivation. So much so that 
aftc1· vcars succeeding Cornrnonsvcalth 

Uo·;cr:nnm~ts offered speCi~l and peculiar 
protection to safeg-uard the industry. In 1916 
Au,trdia produced only 192,831 tons of sugar. 
DtL ill[" the sa:nc year no lc03 than 125,047 
1on;~ of sugar ,,.-ere imported. Last year 
Au,tralia produced 535.164 ions of sug-ar, and 
of th<tt quantity 209,856 tons were exported 
overseas. 

Mr, Bt'and.} 
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There would be no necessity for restriction 
of this commodity if its price on the world's 
market was such as to enable the sugar 
producers here to export at a profit. 'Unfor­
tunately, however, sngar is one of those 
commodities in respect of which we haYe 
to cOH'-llete, at least so far as the overseas 
market is concerned, with a product grown 
under black-labour conditions. 

Mr. Vv. FoRGAN S'mTH: Even under those 
circumstances we find Jamaica claiming that 
the ·>:orld price is too low to enable it to 
carry on successfully. 

Mr. BRA:K:D: That is so. \Ve havo to 
compete with countricc; like Java, Cuba, and 
the British \Vest Indies, whm·o the wages 
range frmrl 1s. to 3s. per day, and where 
even under those conditions it is impos;iblc 
for sugar to be exported at a profit. Many 
of those countries arc exporting at a tre­
mendous loss. How much more difficult, 
therc:lOJ'e, is the position in Queensland, 
where \Ve grow our sugar under white-labour 
conditions ! Last "<Cear the sugar exported 
abroau totalled 209,000 tons, which was a 
grea+ar quantit,;' than was produced in Aus­
tralia in 1916. After receiving the benefit 
of a favourable exchange and of a British 
preference to the extent of £4 per ton, the 
net return to the industry was only £8 Ss. 
per ton in respe; t of the sugar exported. 
That is the rea,on why it has ~een nece'''ary 
to call a J:alt to tbc productwn of sugar, 
and wh:v 1t has been found nccce,sary to 
introdr•ce a Bill such as this to restrict the 
areas of cane culti,-ation in Qucf'nsland. In 
this r<'sl')cct we are on l:v following in the 
footsteps of rnanv large sugar producing 
countries, '\Vhcro in such ca~<.'R a fh--..-vcdr 
plan has been adopted in order to rcsh-ict 
the output of sugar in an effort to stabilise 
~hat industry. So serious was the po,ition 
m the British \Vest Indi0s that tho British 
Gon::rnment sent a c·oJ11il1i~.:;jon of Inquir:v 
there. and that commi:-,,ion found that. with­
out British preference, the sugar industry 
"'fluid collapse. 

Irre:pectivc of the decree of the Prime 
Ministet· that we ha Ye to restrict mu sugar 
output. it is incum1:'nt upon the State to 
takE' this step of ite own "<Colition, in order 
to pres!'rve the industry as we have it to-clav. 
!t rna.v be consider:d a buckward t:.i:ep, bUt 
rt must al<o b0_ reahsed that the suga:· indm­
try 1s n mo:t 1mp?rtant on0, not only from 
the production nomt of view but also from 
the ,stanclnoint o'f the white Anctralia policv 
which is -o firm)~,- E· tahEshrd in this countr~,: 
Pn~l0r thi' B,ill we arc gi"<Cing vcrv far­

r<'achuw pO\\C'r to the members of the 
Sn~:1 r CnnQ Pri('PS Board. The 

t1v-, p-rowers haYe equal reprc~ 
th" b~ard. A Supreme Court 

rwcr its d0liherations, and hn 
h,-·n GoYcrnn1ont nomireP~­

rropo ''cl to be CO'lferred will 
on tllP shonHcrs of th, mnlers' 

':TOIYC'rs' roprcsentatiYcs. it jg essen~ 
r'TTt!r n0n "honlG carrv ont 

·wlt;l i1~;~tire to all .soctio'ns of 
1 he inr1u~1 rY. _.\ pT0 -. t rf'~non~ibliit.'\ i::: p1rLrPd 
11non 1}Jc l~rwrrl nncicr t!1l Bill. a11d it mt!st 

to thnt rosro>,sihilit"<C. It will hnye 
ro~pon;>"ibillt]r·~ tban it b:1s 

!.l~~L "nd tho mon;.1~0r .should be 
to Q'l,~C abo~olutc 8atl::;Iacbon to tho 

industr:;. 

I l!·,t0ned a. few n1on1 ·nt.s ago to the IIorfle 
Secretnr~; and, Qo far as the acln1inistration 

[ Jir. Brancl. 

of the board is concerned, there is great 
dissatiofaction over the assignment quc:,tion. 
That feeling exists in practically every sugar 
area in the State. Thoro is the questior, of 
'ubstitu.tion and the qumtion of t1·ansfers. 
l\lany f :.rmus desire to substitute areas 
a3signcd for othcr3 on the farm, to n1ake 
the 'Yorkin~ of the farn1 n1ore conYeuient. 
In tho In::lttnr of transfer and substitution 
the board will have to deal with equal 
jLHtice to cnory mill in the State. The 
board will r.ot be able to make fish o£ one 
and fowl of another. In my district the 
Gin Gin Centra 1 Mill ha, benn applymg 
,ince 1928 for an aqignn1ent of Jand and 
tho transfer or substitution of land, and it 
has not b.'"n able to get satishction, while 
in andhcr locality a mill of similar capacity 
is able to get that justice. 

J\lr. CLAYIOX: I put my case ven- well. 

:VIr. BR,\KD: l\1y experience of the sugar­
g,·owe"s is thr t they can always put their 
case Terv well. as thov have an excellent 
orr;;anisaEion. I want fo see every n1ill in 
the St.),tc vivcn equal justice in tht:: matter 
of t:randers oe substitutions. This n1atter 
will come before the board; and it is going 
to be brou <;ht bdoro the 1\fi nister as time 
goco on : <~nd I hopo the board will do 
jnstic~ to the responsibilities that arc now 
placed upon its shoulders. 

In nwny areas various change3 bcco1ne 
ncccs~ar~'. pn rticnlarly in the grov;ing of 
c.onc. The attitude that tho Central Sugar 
Cane P6ccs Board has adopted in regard 
to the gTo\ving of certain canes concerns 1ne 
vcrv n1lH'h. \Ve kno\•,· that ccrbdn cane has 
hct_·n put on th(' " disappro,·al" list; and 
in the case of 1,rba ca•1c it seems tc:~ me a 
C'ortain penalty is placed on it by a ccrta in 
mill. and in the r'lse of another mill tho 
pen,,!t:v has a different value. I cannot 
nnd~rt:tnd the reason for thnt. Some of 
the millowners in the Bundabcrg di"trict 
recently desirc'd to ryro\V this cane, and gave 
the gro\Ycrs an opi:ion to rrow it with a 
}lf'naH----'. in the c1~c of Binger~l, of 2--,. 6d. a 
ton; in the ea'"" of the Is is Central ~.Iill, no 
nrnalh· rrt nll: ': hile the Contra! Sugar 
Cane Pricoc Borrel has awarded a peualty of 
3s. 9d. a ton in sorne cases and of £1 a ton 
in others. "\ penalty of £1 a ton on sugar 
produced from Uha cane in futuro ye' arc has 
been int1rnatcd by the Sugar B~arLl. and, 
f o far as I can sec, it has if.nade the announcc­
n1C''1t on a mere statement made to it and 
Pot on tl'' fncL of the cGse. It should be 
the dv.ty of the Sugar Board to i!lvcstigak 
tl1is matter acrain. 

I nn1 r::l·n_~l tD nndcrf't·" .. nd that jn con~ 
nection -.~ith tbe :B..,ajrvmPad nTill rtt Bunda­
b0rr; ln~t :7c. r approXi1natciy 70 per cent~ 
of that Y.---:.Tid.v of cane 'Yas grown, and the 
rc>t11~·n f1·oP1 tlu., r-~n dii<dosed that it could 
nutlcJ ;., ton of sugrn~ fron1 about the same 
uu~:lher of tons of ClJ1C as anv other n1ill in 
tho r1i:::trlct pTO\Yinr" other cnTI0. or gTo1.vi:;1g· 
v·h~1t c rn ''/'r:rv~d .: nob1c" cane--:. If T_)b~1. 
c·CJ)lf' c1i -clnq-; i"\0t, nndcr Qnt>f'"'dand 

it dcws not contain t1lo r0fr rtory 
it is kno,Yn to contain in J-\frir11, 
prov~d that it ea·-, giYc a greater 

aua ntity of sucar P'~r acre than otber cane. 
then~ in 211y opinion. its grovvth should 
bo JWl'Ltt'itcd 1 do not th'nk that 
th:- r-·r·Jtnd ;")UC"ar Cnnc Price~, Doanl, 
although it has-' had the matter bdore 
it CYery vcar in Bundabcrg, ha~ t ~1.ken 
the tro'etbl~ to get sufficient evidence to 
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enable it to dctcrmi.ne the penalty that 
~hould be imposed -with regard to that cane. 
If it has, it sccn1s pc•cul-ia.r that son1c n1ills 
arc prepared, of their own volition. to offer 
to the gro\vcrs the right to gro'v that cane 
with a le:'""' pcnalt" than the board i·' pce­
pared to impose. In vie of tlw extent to 
which Southern Qm•c>mland i., sufiering from 
the ravages of di,case, I trust that th0 
Ceutral Sugar Cu.nc Prices Boa1·d 'v, ill givo 
the matter rrttention: and. if tlwse disa­
bilitic•• do not exist. 'will see that the 
pC'nalties I10\Y pro\·idcd are taken a\YaY and 
farmcl's rtl\J allowed to gro·w that cc.tTic. if 
not v;,Tithout s'orriC ITstriction, at least under 
appro,·ed conditione. I •1:•nd my sugar to 
the f'1o1onial Sugar Refining Con1.pa:rs's n1ill 
at Childers. That cornrJCul~ gi,·cs th~o rig·ht 
to growC'rs to gro\v that cane under apvroved 
couclitions. with a pcnahv of 5s. per ton. 
That penrrlt,1' of Ss. takes· into consi.dc>ration 
the £1 Pl'nalty that the Sugar Boar-rl has 
intimated will pn•vail nexr vear. Taking· 
these things into f'Onsideratiori, WP nnd that 
outside Fairvmead those mills which have 
given the r~ght to gTO\Y f.hnt cane have 
intimated that the penalty should not bo 
a., :-;e\TC'rf' as that jnlpO""d bY rJw Central 
Sugar Canc> Pricc•s Board. · 

I truet ihat the• Minist-n ',vi!! sec that 
justice i~ done in thl3 rnattcr. I-Ic ,Y,.l' 

asked certain qur·~tions thi afb:rnoon bv the 
hon. lllf rnhcr fol' Port Curt;s l'f'lating t~ thl~ 
cane and to the action of the Central Sugar 
Cane Prices Board. TlH'rc arc nnito a nun1~ 
Ler of otht~r qnl";tions that could be a::;kcd 
on the rnattcr. Gro-IYlTS shonltl lw able 
to gTO\Y a <·J,nc if it is cunc~idcrcd a dcsir­
Hblo and efficic 11t canp io gTO\V. I have 
gone into thi.' mattl'l' y:•n· fullY in thP 
BunJrJJcrg dj-trlet fr01n the' ~1'0\\Crs' point 
of Yif'\V, and have fonnd i hat l}ba canP l-; 
one of the higtlc,.t quality cant~"; \Vl' haxc. 
Rxpcri0ncc ha~ ~bo1·. n n1~· th ·t tbnt canp O\'Pr 
an av0rasrc of YC'ars:. hr~~ U'ivcn an 
flVCrfl!T' yjp}cl_ .")f tOns ·wit}J a:r{' H\Tf'f, g( 
c.c.~. ~f ·14, n~d i~ C('llsidC'n·d to bt 
<'XC<'ptiornlly g-ood. .-\ eanp lik0 that should 
not be conclcmnPd Ly an:> tribunal if th0 
ir1tercst"' of tl1c can -.. ;TO<.Yl'J'S of Qnr r-n--1ancl 
ore consirlen•tl. After all. it ,hnulcl not lw 
forgotten dwt the Central SHgar Can<' 
Pri_e0s Board v.-as ln·ought it: to~ b.•ing· to 
CJ'-'-;Ist t~lC' :~:_1w fanners of thi:-; State, ancl 1 
hopo it is· going to eont!rnu_• io do so. 

Mr. '1,7;;Jf£Xl10LT (F({ssiir rn) [5.50]: l 
l'Cah~c the Ifl.1D.V cliffieult!f'-;. ~lllTOlliH:linr~· this 
questio11 rncl indl'l't1 thP w1Jo1e rh(• ~1-Jdn~~ 
tr.v. ~n in hi-> ~l'nsc.-. b(\ hostile' 
t'o or th1~ P1lnnnon~ 
cf t hP ~T ell' in·dn~tr.v to ()11_C'f'11 ill p<ll'­

tinilnr and to .\n:.:tJ·.-~Iia a~ n vYholr>. ThP 
1Jini·h'l' lHtpf'j}y. GJnr_)h'd t,h(' suga1· 
indn--~r_\- th.-· (W 1ry: r:p; 1IH1u~trv--aad I 
might ncld the .-hr>nt lndn~try-a,s ~-·x.a;nnlC's 

i:-du:tric_. hich hnve t~one ~o Jn:rwh 
closer "ettlclnt~nt 1 hroughout 
wanl to tn ·kp quite 'pla.in 

thLLt Hl g:::T1ng any ,-otc~ on nlt'asure I 
do not g1v:~ a V,•to --whieh 1.Yill cn-1blc 
it to bu '1id that I of or 
bccc' ne rcspon,iblc fnr of 

tiH' 0 11+ 1Ltt of anv 
r 

modity, then I say wo are getting into 
n•ry deep water indeed. 'We must remem­
ber that in rc•stricting production we 
are al2o re;:;tricting employment; and that 
in itsdf giYcs cause for Ycry serious thought. 
l b0licYe that nothing- can do more serious 
h • rm to the sugrn industrc· in the estimation 
of the public of Australia than the fact that 
W• arc actually restricting the productio'?- of 
f'Ugar by mandatory n1oans. The question, 
of course, is \Vrapped up \vith and vitally 
('Onccrnf'cl ln t'hc qne;:;tion of fixing the price; 
rrud I bclieYo that, looking at the matter 
in the widest stns<:, at a tirne like thi~, it is 
also in the interests of the industry itself, 
thclt there should be · omc reduction in 
price in order to incrcas.e the consumption of 
tl1is wmmodity Ly the .lnstralian people. 

Question-" That the Bill be now read a 
:-o:pcotH1 tirnc "'-put and passed. 

Co:u:MITTEE. 

(J/r . .Robcrts, East foowoomba, in the chair.} 

Clausc> 1-~" :-;hart title arl'l construction"­
agr{'ed to. 

C'.ms0 2---" Xr w section 6A-Cntificatc of 
(1, -trul Hoard .,.'5 to a;o;signnunt of land"-

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
(Ho a. H. F. Wallwr, Cooroora) [5.54]: I 
lwg to Hlovc the folhnving an1e11dment:-

" On page 1. lines 16 to 22, both 
inc-lw,in', awl pag-e 2, lines 1 to 24, both 
inclusive, ornit tho proposed new section, 
awl ilbl•rt: in lieu thereof the following 
JJew ~cetion :-

, [6A.] .'\otiYit.hstanding anything 
eontaillf- l 1n this Act or in any 
other Act- or in a:1y la 1,V or rule or 
procc•cs uf L'.\' to the contrary-

' (1.) 1\'hl'ro any question has ari-en 
Lefon• th:· l""'ing of "The R!'gula­
tion ()£ Sngar Can Prices ~\f'ts 
_\menclnwm .\et o' 1931," or shall 
<i ri:-;(•, :-;ub::;r-qucnt ro the passing of 
~nch Act, as to hat land has been 
or nw:T bo a::-;signC'd to any Inill, 
pursuant to any Order in Council or 
notice Jnade or to be nutdc pursuant 
to the prm-isiom of this Act, in the 
case of any P~"rticular gTO\ver or 
\.l,Tower~, a cr'rtlficate of the Central 
Boo.rd nncler the hnnd of tho secre­
tary, as to the area and boundaries 
of ;tny ~TncL br·ing: the subject of any 
su._h qttestion -,yhic:h has already 
_u·isc 1 or \Yhich 1na.- hereafter arise 
as aforc~aid ~h-dl b~o f-inal and con­
dusivt', and sln~ll lJC binding on all 
court~. boards, or 11crsons, and haH 
not b0 a pp,_ ,ded again·"t, rcvic"~,vcd. 
qn. or in way called in 
q;,tr_• 1n ~ny on any accou'lt 
wl1ntcycr. 

11·.1Y 

anv 
shail 
hun-

: (3.) Thr' Central Bo~Hd ~hrtll have 
cxdusi\TO jnrjsdict1or to construe or 
i11.tcrprct the 1ncaning of any such 

Hon. H. P. \Fa'k1r.] 
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~ertificate or any amendm~nt there­
of which the Central Board may see 
fit to mnkc, and anv such construc­
tion or interl?retatior1 may be given 
on the apphcatwn of any pe1·son 
mteTested or by the CentTal Board 
of its o'vn 111ot~on.' " 

_ Mr. W. FORGAN S2VHTH (Jfackay) 
L5.55]: I would like the Minister to give an 
explanation of the c!Iect of the amendment. 
It is true that the Minister has made certain 
alterations. in clause 2 as drafted, apparently 
for convemence. In. the first line on page 2, 
the words " or notice " are inserted after 
the ·words '' Order in Con1~cil, '' and the clause 
reads-

. " Notwithstanding anything contained 
m. ilu,; Act ... \Vhcre any question has 
ar1sen before tlw passing of 'The Regu­
lniion of Sugttr Cane Prices Acts Amend­
ment \et of 1931.' or shall arise subs·e­
qnt'1lt to the pa.•.sing of such Act, as to 
\Vhat land has been or n1av be a'::.si~;.'·ned 
to any rnill, pnrsr:tnt. to ;ny Ordc~~ :in 
Council or notice made or t~o be rnade 
pur uant to th<> provisions of this Act 
. . . shall lw final and conclusive and 
shall be binding 011 all courts ... " 

The clauc ~ provides that any Order in Council 
mado pnr...;nant to this Act and aceo1npanicd 
by a C''rtificatce of the Central Board under 
the hand of tht' secretarv shall nvt be 
appealed agains!, reyimvcd,~ quashed, or in 
.any vyay called 1n quf>~tiou in any court or 
on any account whMever. · 

'fhis clause gives very far-reaching power 
-rowr:r that .confers the l'xtra-judicial 
authonty to wh1ch I rd0rred in mv second 
readi:'g speech. . It is '.'n importan-t depar­
ture lll thP admn11stratwn of law and one 
that should not be treated lighHy bv this 
Parliament.. The Minister may be able to 
sat1sfy Parhamcnt that there is a good and 
adequate reason whv the board should be 
given. this extra -judicia.] authoritv-powcr 
that Js Yested only in a court like the Privy 
Council. 'fhe Orders in Council arc not to 
be appealed agaim;t in anv court. That is to 
say, an Order in Council i58ued by the Go­
vcrnm<mt of the day upon the recommenda­
tion of the Minister concerned shall not be 
capable of being reviewed in any court. To 
t~e extent that snch power becomes law the 
r!ghts of the appellaat arc circumscribed. 
'!:here are cer~ain legal rig~ts inherent in any 
frcc commumty, and wh;ch should not be 
held lightly or varied lightlv. It is neces­
sary that Pal:lin;me,nt, shonld. be thoroughb· 
satisfied that 1t Is omng- the fair and equit­
able t~m1'· and. i.s. not i':1pinging on any of 
tho pt·mciplcs of 11 bertv m a free communitv 
which we 'lwuld cherish. It. is clear that in 
the Bill as it stands the Orders in Council 
will not be capable of being reviewed in. any 
court on any account whai'cvcr. That is a 
vC'ry \Yide po\ver. 

I can ur;dcrst~t.nrJ a. tribnnal being given 
full authonty '''Ithm 1t'1 own jurisdiction to 
pl'CY~nt. vexatious litigation and delay. I 
ca!1 1n 'trt!lCC' the: industrial jurisdiction as an 
examp!e. .In. all indnsh·ial codes rapidity of 
opcratton Js Inlpc·rt:lnt 1n the a.dn1inistration 
of the law. and for that reason, amongst 
o~hC'r5, tbc. co1:rt js given supren1e jurisdic­
tion .. Again, 1t p~,ycnt~ people clesirons of 
:~,-cHbng tho provisions of an a\vard fro1n 
b\in~ ··tble, to delay proceedings by a number 
~f appc~J\ to Yn.rir:us conrt::;, th?r:by pre~ 
'cnhn,f.{ otnr:J' 1lC'0ple frorr1 obhun1ng that 
mcccl cf jt;etice tha.t the court was estab­
lished to proYide. 'l'hese extraordinarv 

fiion. !I. F. TValker. . 

powers of the board can only be justified 
by very grave reasons. The :\1inister should 
givo thaw reasons to the Committee. Fur­
tht"r on th._· clause provides that the Central 
Suga.r Cane Prices Board shall be a court 
of review "·ith rc~pect to its own proceed­
ings. That is an extraordinary provision. 
The cour: is to be the court and the only 
com·t that shall have the right to interpret 
the decisions of the board. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: The same 
as the Industrial Court. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH : There are 
appeals from the Industrial Court on ques­
tions of law. This goes a good deal further 
th>tn that. This deals with Orders in Coun­
cil. An Order in Council issued under this 
Act is not to be subject to any test in the 
Supremo Court as to its validity. I notice 
that the a.mendmcnt is in the same category. 
It proYides later on that any person inter­
ested in the Central Board mav move the 
bo&rcl for an interpretation. It is like an 
appeal from Caeear to Caesar. I call atten­
tion to this n1atter not jn any carping spirit, 
but mc•rely to point opt to the Committee 
th0 0:::d-raordinary provisions contained in 
this Bill, and the tendency of modern legis­
lation in gi;-en directions. You and I know, 
Mr. Rohcrts, that the Government have 
clmw some of the most cxtr>tordinarv things 
bv Order in Council. \V o do not wimt that 
syste':1 perpetuated unduly, without prope.r 
warmng, or without due regard to all 
interests concerned. 

Mr. MAXWELL: You ought to know all 
about thQt. 

Mr. W. FORGAN S:IHTH: 'I'he hon. 
member for 'I'oowonb has a very childish 
mind. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Nevertheless, I can discern 
political hypocrisy. 

Mr. W. FORGAN S::\HTH: The hon. 
member reminds me of the boy who, after 
doing a wrong, calls attention to the bov 
acroo; the fence as having done something 
much more heinous. That is no justification 
in ethic; or morals. It is for tho Govern­
:'wnt to justify their own actions, and it 
IS the duty of the Goyernment to justify 
the creation of a tribunal which is to be 
the interpreter of its own law and from 
which there is to be no right' of appeal. 
'The ::\1inistcr interjected that this power 
\vas on all fours with the powt'r conferred 
on the Industrial. Court. In the making 
of awards the Indmtria] Court is the supreme 
authorih·. bnt on questions of law and the 
jurisdiction of the court the right of action 
does li0 to rt suprrior court. In this case 
thore i~ no Htch provision. Even a nOtice 
~ig1H -1 Ln7 HH' secretary actinrr on behalf of 
the board is to ho firi,tl andh conclusive. I 
h~YC raised thP matter to call attention to 
th0 tendency of this GoYernment to adopt 
1egi<::1at1Ye mrasurcs of tbis kind. In doing 
so thr>:'\~ nrP 1a::ing clown omc rather remark­
nblo prer-edcnts. which. althou<;h they may 
he· s11ltahlP lo the su!:;rtr ind~<;<trv to-dav, 
mav b0 m0't· wnuiiable. later. The freedon1 
of the indiviclua I should be protected in all 
ways. The prin('iples of our jurisprudence 
arc the remit of the accumulated experience 
of O',lr people over many centuries, and 
should not be regarded lightly or subverted 
for apparent immediate advantages. The 
Minister , honld show that his purpose cannot 
bo accomplished in any other way. 



R' gulation of Sugar Cane [19 _\c;ausT.] Prices Acts Amcnd?ieent Bill. 381 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL:RE 
(Hon. H. F. \Yalker, Cooroora) L7.6]: The 
ren,on why I did not elaborate on tho other 
amcndmPnts is that the whole of the debate 
has boon confined to one clause. I really 
thought that the Leader of the Opposition 
\vas as conversant \Yith the position as any 
other ho·1. member. 

In my opinion, the question of appeal is 
not n0cessary at present, nor has it ever 
been. The history of the Central Sugar 
Cane Prices Board shows that there has 
ncvor boen any appeal frorn its decision. 

]Hr. W. FORGAX Smnr: There have boen 
actions which have gone to the High Court 
of Australia. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIClJLTCRE: 
But thoro has never been any notice of 
appeal against the decisions of the board. 

The board has been in existence for some 
yt.ars, and we arc doing no n1oro no\v than 
what has boon proved by actual exporjence 
to be necos.:;al'y. \Ve are certainly taking 
away the right of appeal; but wo arc doing 
so on account of special circumstances which 
have arisen. and which rr1akc it necessary to 
safeguard against tho clanger of over-.pro· 
duction in this industry. Had \Ve not taken 
action, it would have Inc-ant chaos, a11d it is 
difficult to say where we would have landed. 
That is the reason why we have taken away 
the right of appeal. I am satisfied that. 
even if the board is remodellecl. thoro will 
never be any necessity for an appeal, bccausP. 
generally speaking, the fanners are sntisfic-d 
with the wodr of the board. I do not 
suppose that out of 8.000 farmers conccrnetl 
even 1 per c<mt. arc dissati'lif'cl with the 
decisions which the board has given up to 
the pre•cmt time. 

Clause 2 practi< ally lays down that the 
certificato of the hoard shall be conciusive 
as to the area ancl boundaries of any land 
which has boon granted an aS'ignm<•JJt to 
grow cane. In other words. then' wiil be 
no question as to the actual land that is 
assigned to anyone who may grow cam'. 

The so~oncl pamgraph proYidos that, from 
and including the present crur"1ling, the 
board may declare the porcentag<.> of the 
assigned area which rnay bo harvc"'~ted in 
any year. Putting it in another wa,·, the 
board may lay down the percentage of land 
in an assigned block from \Yhich the land· 
owner may delh·er cane to the mill, and it 
shall not be obligatory for tho millowner to 
take anv cane from any land in excc ., of 
the definite percentage specified by the 
hoard. 

The third paragraph provides that it shall 
be the eJCdusivc nrovince of the Central 
Board to interpret the moaning of any certifj. 
catos setting forth particuhLrs of the land 
which can grow cane. This will prevent 
any disputes as to whet the board intended 
when it issued a particular certificate. ThaL 
goes to the crux of the question. IJ'he 
Central Sug-'r G:me Price" Board is to be 
;;upreme. ,and tlwrc is no right of appeal. 
Ccneral!y, the whole object of clause 2 i•, 
t0 restrict the canegrower to harvest only 
75 per cont. of his assigned area annually, 
and 1·h'" board is given supreme control in 
deciclin;; what additional percentage a 
grower is to get, if any. That gives the board 
authoritY to say where the ass·i.gnment is and 
the actmtl nature of the assignment. The 
reason why the interpretation is left solely 

to the board is that, if the matter wore left 
to a Supreme Court action, the decision would 
!lrcossarily havo to he left to a jury; and 
it is considered that the Central Board is 
llJOro compctc•nt to clocide on such a question 
than any jury, which may bo composocl of 
;Jooplo who do not r. ally understand the 
industry or the assignment question. It is 
hard to sa;. where we \\oulcl get if it were 
loft to a jnr:. It is purely a one.clause 
Bill, and that clause has been hamed in 
r-uch a "ay that we give the Central Sugar 
Cane Pricec Bo<trcl supreme authority in all 
rnatter5 appertaining to a~,,·;;ignments·. 

Amendment (Jlr. H. F. TValkcr) agreed to. 
(~lauso 2, as >tmt:mcled, agreed to. 
Clans<> 3-" ralidation of Orda,, in Coun­

tit, rf,-.~---

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUR.l!i 
tHon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora) [7.12]: I beg 
t" move tlw following amendment :-

" On page 2, lino 26. after the word­
' notices,' 

insert the words-
' or orders: " 

:\lr. W. FORGA::'-1 S:YliTH (5£ackay) [7.13]: 
The amendment is intended to amplify tho 
powers of the Governor in Council. It is 
llccessa ry to place beyond any shadow of 
doubt the Yaliditv of the regulations' and 
Orders iu Council" issued from time to time 
under the Act for the purpose of carrying 
out the general s•1gar policy. To some extent 
in th0 d:LUse and in the Bill generally the 
:\IinistN c••.dpavours to provide a method 
of c t rryh1g out certain proposals in regard 
tu the sugar industry which are the subject 
of agrct•ment among~t those concerned, such 
"~ the peak-period sclwnw. and so forth. 
The Bill may do all that is intended, and 
eertainh. with effective and full adminis-
1 ration,· the Central Board will have complete 
puwer. I am still of opinion. as I inclie'<tecl 
prcvioush· to the Minister, that the Bill of 
itself does not finally and completely do 
that. \Vhat is required is an amendment 
of the Su.,-ar Acquisition Act, embodying 
all the Orders in Council iE>uecl thereunder. 
The Minister would be well advised to look 
into that phase of the question at a later 
date. HowE>ver, I do not propose to labour 
that question at the pres·ent time. I haye 
no objection to this amendment. 

In connection with Orders in Council and 
regulations under Acts generally, I have had 
r<:>me corrcspondcnc'.' from Hambledon 
regarding the dismis<'11 of an application to 
the Central Sugar Ca.ne Prices Board for an 
award there. I am not acquainted with the 
details of the matter: but it has given rise 
to a good deal of feeling in certain quarters. 
I know that a pcrcent~ge of growers at 
Hamhledon have for manv vears' desired an 
award. but tlw Colonial Stig·;r Refining Com­
nany has endeasoured to prPvent an av·~a.rd 
being made. The company has induccd-I 
use the term aclviscclly-the growers to sign 
a certain :1grm,ment without applving to tho 
CPntral Board for an award. \Vhen I was 
Minister, thev asked me to do away with 
thP ne('8'3sit~,- for a. nnrnber of grower~ ma.king 
a nplication i:o the board for an award. The 
view of the growers was that an award 
should be o:rra nted hv the Central Board 
where a local boarcl did not function. I did 
not ag-ree to that propoBition. I took the 
view that, if farmers supplying a central mill 
wanted an award, they ought to be willing 

lllr. Smith.] 
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to c'cercisc their rights under the law in the 
ordinrrry \Yay. I \Yould like son1e assura.ncc 
from the ~1inistcr that no influence or 0ffort 
will be countenanced \Yhich will in any way 
prevent growers being Jeprived of their 
rights und,•r this law. I know that in the 
Bady administration of this law certain com­
panies opposed it SChrely. vYe had the 
Foster agreement and a number of things 
operated at the time. In one or two cases 
the Government had to fight a case through 
the whole of tlw court~ of AustraJia to pro­
tect the growers' rights under the Act; and 
growers should cherish ca1 efully the benefits 
given under this law. This law is of as much 
importance to a cancgrowcr as the Industrial 
Court is to a wage worker; and nothing 
should be allowed to creep in which would 
in any way affect the right of individual cane­
growers to get the protection of this Act. 

Amendment (J1r. H. F. Walker) agreed to. 

Clause 3, as amended, agreed to. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIR}!AX reported the Bill with 

amendments. 
Third reading of the Bill made an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow. 

l\10R.TGAGOH.S R.ELIEF BILL. 
SECOXD RriDIXG. 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
Aubigny) [7.19]: This Bill is designed to 
relieve any ne-ces itous cas~s without 
frightening inve,tors, which would render the 
securing of advances for ordinary business 
enterprises more difficult. It is only in 
extreme circumsbtncu,; such as are oper8.ting 
to-day that there would be any justification 
for a Bill such as this. As a rule, to inter­
fere in contracts b _twecn individuals would 
cause a great deal more harm than good. I 
am not quite sure that the effect of a Bill 
such as this is going to be all that is antici­
pated, or whether it is not going to cause 
additional trouble. It goes a good deal 
further than the last Bill we had dealing with 
the same subject, and is intended to assist in 
preventing foreclosure, where the circum­
stances warrant, and also to allow a mortga­
gor to go to the court and secure eithBr a 
reduction in mterest or an extension of the 
term for repayment, or a suspension for a 
period during which only interest is to be 
paid. All that is interfering to a great 
extent with ordinary private contracts. There 
are many difficulties in connection with the 
question; and I do not think it would be 
necessary to introduce a Bill if we were deal­
ing with reputable financial institutions, 
whose business it is to manage their affairs 
on the basis of good faith and fair dealing, 
and who have to live to a certain extent on 
their popularity for the way in which they 
have conducted their business. But there are 
other cases-I do not want to particularise 
individuals, because there is no occasion for 
it-in which people have taken advantage 
of the difficult position that exists to enri-ch 
themselves at the expense of the unfortunate, 
a.nd to impose harder conditions on those who 
have to meet their obligations than were 
ever contemplated when they first made their 
contracts. It is in an endeavour to mitigate 
the difficulties under which these people have 
to suffer that this Biil is introduced. 

Unfortunately, owing to the happenings of 
the last ten or twelve years, when large sums 
of loan money were spent, people went in 

[Mr. Smith. 

for all sorts of extravagance:. I arn not 
gain" to say that the:•' looked for those 
avcnres of f'XtraYagances t.herns('Ivcs. In 
many cases the opportunity was thrust upon 
thorn b.r ngcnts. who -went through the 
conntrv and offered thcn1 machinery and 
other ihings under conditions which seemed 
attractive. At a tirnc \vhcn prict s were 
hiah, ·uch people went in for propositions at 
prices \vhich \vcro altogether too high. In 
~ornc case.;:;, for instance, people bouglit sugar 
farrns a.t prices which were inordinately high, 
at a tin1c vi--hen price::; Wf're good and there 
was a very small exportable surplus. Then 
you had agents going round the co_untry 
offering expensive machines to the pnmary 
producers. who purchased such machines and 
thus pnt loads around their necks. I do not 
want to shelter them unduly; but the fact 
remains that thev did put loads around their 
necks by accepting the obligation of making 
weekly or monthly payments for years after­
wards. Thev have really got no one to blame 
but thcmseives; but I think that in the 
difficult position in which we now find our­
selves we onl';ht to protect them so far as 
we can from tho results of their folly. 

:Mr. \V. FonGAX SmTH: Does tlw Bill cover 
the purchase of machinery on time-payment? 

The PREMIER: It covers time-payment 
machinery or anything- in which the thing 
purchased is the security for payment, but 1t 
does not cO\·er overdrafts or money pa1'ablo 
on demand. It covers all tlw rest. That is 
the !ern 1 opinion. The definition of " mort­
gage " vd1ich largPly goYerns the scope of 
the Bill is very wide-

" r\nv deed. memorandum of mortgage, 
instrunlent. or agrecrnent whereby secur­
it:' for payment of money is grant~d over 
real or person a! property or any mt-erest 
therein, and includes an agrCBment for 
sale and purchase of real and personal 
property where payment of the unpai:d 
purch •se monev and interest thereon 1s 
secured on such' property." 

That covers a pretty wide arh~; and I think 
hon. members will find that it covm·s exactly 
what I have stated. At any rate, the whole 
object of the Bill is to e_ndeavour as far >:" 
poss1ble to meet nece,,SJtous c~es. It IS 

quite easy, of course, to brmg 111 a. B1ll to 
alleviate individual cases of hardship; but 
we must be careful that in alleviating those 
individual cases we do not do injustice to a 
large section of the community who are 
vendors or lenders. 

We have to try to hold the "cales of justice 
evenly between both ~ections . of the c~m­
munity. One meets vnth considerable dl!fi­
culty in dealing with these cases of har_dshlp, 
when people have purchased properties .or 
have entered into agreements for ~eases W1~h 
the option of purchase at a priCe far m 
excess of the value to-day. Nobody antici­
pates that the value to-day will be the value 
for all time. At the present time we are 
passing through an economic blizzard in 
Australia. and nobody expects it will last 
indefinitely or even for a long period of 
years. We want to give the people an oppor­
tunity of bringing about a readjustment of 
the position in which they find themselves. 
This Bill is introduced for the purpose of 
enabling both sides to put their case to the 
court. 

Before the mortgagee can take action for 
foreclosure or with the object of selling up 
the individual who is indebted to him, he 
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':nnsl ~·ivc one 1nonth's notice of his con­
ternph{i·cd action to the mortgagor, and the 
mortgagor. upon receipt of notice, has the 
right i.o rnake npplic~.tion to the court for 
relief. The Bill lavs dm··n the matters that 
nntst be~ taken into consideration by the 
cmut. It dor' not mean that an individual 
can sit down on a property and allow it to 
go to rack and ruin, to become overgro"\vn 
with noxious v·ceds, or anything like that. 
rrhc nlortgagec -will have power to prevent 
;hat being done. Conditions are laid down 
fot both sides. If the mortgagor is to get 
relief. then he must carry out his part of the 
bargain. 

Mr. W. FoRGAN SMITH: The Bill, in the 
main, is to give relief to the individual who, 
through no fault of his own. is in financial 
difficulties because of the low price of his 
products. 

The PREMIER: That is exactly the posi­
tion. vV e want to give these people an 
·opportunity to recover, and the court is 
empowered to take all factors into considera­
tion, including the que .• tion of whether the 
individual has an opportunity of getting out 
of the position that ho is in, or whether 
he is in a perfectly hopeless position, and 
it would be a<hisable for t·hp mortga~ee to 
take posscs·ion rather than allow the a mort­
gagor to contin:_Ie in posRession and therebv 
jeopardise the right, of the mortgagee. Th;, 
Bill is based upon fairness, equity, and good 
conscience. It is not intended to be availcd 
of to enable one individual to reap a benefit 
at the expense of another. The mortgagor 
will be at liberty to apply to the court to 
have the amount of his periodical payments 
reduced or postponed for a time, or for the 
tight of repayment over a longer period in 
order to cope with the new situation result­
ing from the fall in the prices of his pro­
ducts. No power is given in the Bill for 
the court to grant a reduction of the pur­
chasing price. but there is power to extend 
the period of repayment. That is a matter 
that may bo taken into consideration by the 
court, which may say, "You need pay only 
interest over a certain period." 

A similar Bill was introduced on a pre­
vious occasion allowing for a reduction in 
tho rate of interest in certain cases, but 
this Bill has to do with the principal, and 
not with interest at all. One Bill is a 
corollary of the other. It is an endeavour 
to assist people who are in very difficult 
circumstances at the present time. If we 
were looking for popularity, or were unmind­
ful of the future, we could go a great deal 
further with this legislation, but the indi­
viduals concerned would find themselves in 
difficult circumstances. In introducing a 
~il! to d.eal with private contracting parties, 
1t 1s qmte easv to go so far as to render 
business verv difficult. When the Moratorium 
Bill was introduced in Victoria to cover a 
wider area. it pmcticallv had the effect of 
shutring out credit "!together. and, instead 
of rendering ca<ier the position of the people 
whom it was endeavouring to assist, it made it 
ce>nsiderably worse. It absolutely closed down 
on them altogether, and an:v benefit that 
the;~• after"·ards .!rot was obtained with 
extrPrne difficultv. Naturally the storekeepers 
or the oeoplc who were sunplying the goods 
or mochinery were not going- to be put in 
the position of mpplving their goods and 
l1aYe no chance whatever of getting payment 
for them unless the purchaser liked to pay 
in the future. Consequently, we deemed it 

wi e not to grant a general moratorium in 
this Bill, but to allow the court to adjudi-

tc between the parties and decide what 
•sas fair and reasonable. The Bill provides 
that the magistrates court can deal with 
applications for relief up to £2.500. and that 
the Supreme Court shall determine cases 
where the an1ounts involved are in excess of 
that snm. 

Mr. \Y FoRGA;:.; s~nTH: You have followed 
the ;'\cw Zealand Act very closely. 

'l'he ] 'RE:\IIER: That is so; and, from 
what I can guther, the New Zealand Act is 
\mrking quite well. It has worked quite 
welL juot as our Financial Emergency Bill 
has done latelv. Verv few cases under that 
measure ha Ye· reachecl the court. 

1Tr. \Y. FORGAN S;uiTH: How manv cases 
have come before the court? · 

The PREMIER: There are only two who 
want to go before the court. In the great 
majority of c.ascs an agreement has been 
arrived at privately by the parties sitting 
around a table. 

1\:Ir. BEDFORD: In the New Zealand Act 
provision is made in respect of bank advances 
and overdrafts. 

'l'he PHEMIER: We do not propose that. 
:31r. BEDFORD: Then the sooner you get 

into line with South Australia and Victoria 
the better. 

The J'HEMIEH: I do not agree with the 
hon. member. He ·'eems to have a tremen­
<lous down on banks. At the present moment' 
the btnkR are carrying trcn1cndous loans, 
not only for individ~tals, but for Governments 

s welL At a conference the Premiers and 
Tt·easurers attended recently we got down 
tu a vety definite basis on the question, and 
it w"~ perfectly clear. as a result, that legis­
lation was not intended. The economists 
and Under-Treasurers, in their report to 
the sub-committee of the Loan Council, when 
ouggo,ting a conversion of the public debt 
to a lowc1· rate of interest, remarked-

" As private debts would not be 
included in the reduction of the rate of 
interest, the conversion operation should 
be accompanied by a simultaneous reduc­
tion of bank interest rateo and mortgage 
rates." 

The sub-committee, in its recommendations 
to the Loan Council. expressed its attitude 
to the problem of bank interest in the follow­
ing terms:-

" It is important and possible to bring 
about an immediate progressive reduc­
tion of private interest by arrangement 
between the associated banks, Govern­
ment Savings Banks, and other institu­
tions." 

Mr. BEDFORD: That is done by statute in 
Victoria. 

The PREMIER : Some of the associated 
banks and other institutions reduced their 
rate of interest on deposits from 1st July, 
Some of them have reduced their rate of 
interest on mortgages by ~ per cent. as 
from 1st July. and a further ~ per cent. 
as from the ·1st January next. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Don't you know that the 
graziers are still paying 8 per cent. to the 
banks? 

The PREMIER: I do not know that: ancl 
I do not anticipate that the banks or anyone 

Hon. A. E. Moore.] 
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else cc:pect that the banks will be forced to 
rcdnce their interest rat'c.::i to 5 per cent. 

:\h. R DFORD: Thcv have in othrr St •tu 
undc.•r a differc·nt Go~-en!ment. 

Thr PRE:YIIEH: They are not doing any­
thing of the sort. 

!v1r. DELFORD: Victoria ha, reduced the 
rate. 

Tbe PRE\fiEH: Victoria ha' put a 
clam,, in a Bill declaring that banks shall 
rcduco f,hc~ir rate of interest by 1 per cent. 
Their c1ie~Jts pay 8 per cent., so the l'atc is 
re duccd to 7 per c' nt. There) ~ no occasion 
to do th"t lte1··~· Tha banks have done it 
without .lcgi.sL. tiYc interference. 

:\Ir. BEDFORD: Nor until 1st October. 

Th,, P~'tE]\ UER: The hon. mpmbor does 
not know· what he is talking about. I have 
been conferring \Vith the banks on the sub­
ject for some cousiclerable time. As a 
n'l::t iter of fact, •,omc of the banks agreed 
straje,ht oft' to rnake a general statement; 
but w o want to get thorn all into line before 
theY do so. The bunk-, can be trusted to do 
what was agreed to at that conference. 

;,fr. BEDFORD : \Y o trusted them in 1393. 

The PJU::' riEH: The position wa, very 
different in 1893 from what it is now. 

Mr. BEDFOHD: It was roiten then; it 
is only frozen now. 

The PIUDHER: I do not know what the 
hon. n1ernber nwans b-,' "frozen." I do not 
know that Australia has oYer been so near 
insolvency as sho io to-dav. In 1893 the banks 
were insoh-ent; now it ~i:-) the Governments. 
In 1893 v,e had an opportunity of securing 
loan money overseas, because Govcrnn1ent;::; 
had been careful. 

Mr. BEDFORD: It was tho wor t thing 
Governments did to get money overseas. 

The PHE:'vliER: What I want to get at 
is this part of the report-

" Concurrentlv with the recluction of 
bond intero,;t rnust go a reduction in 
j}rivato interest. This is mainly a matter 
for the banks, who are co-operating to 
that end ... this reduction of interest 
~,-ill bB. supplemented by le.,islation giv­
mg rel;d to mortgagors. This legisla­
tio.l forms part of the plan." 

:rhis legislation forms part of the plan. It 
ts perfectly clear from what I have said 
that it was not the intention of the Premiers' 
Conference to bring in krrislation that \Vould 
definitely bind the banks.~ 

Mr. H Y~ES: \V e know what Mr. Scullin 
said about it. 

The PREMIER: You never know what 
the Prime Minister is going to say from one 
da>' to another. At the conference it was 
definitely agreed that there would be a pro­
gre,;si,-e reduction of interest rates. It is 
perfectly easy for hon. members oppooito to 
try to create antagonism towards the banks 
and to put forward suggestions that the 
banks arc unfair; but one thing which hon. 
member;; opposite foil to recognise is that 
the banks of Australia arc carrying the 
Governments to-day, and that, if it were 
not for the banks, our position would be 
hopeless. 

Mr. BEDfORD: It is th0 public"s money 
that is carrying on the public. 

r Hon. A. E .. i1-1oorc. 

The PRE7~1IER: It is not; it IS the 
public's credit. If it was the public's money, 
it would have been stopped long ago. Does 
the hon. member seriously think the public 
are going to put money into the banks in 
order that the banks ma v ladle it out to 
Governrncnts in order to nleot their deficits? 
It is because it is not the public's money--

:\1:·. BEDFORD: \Vhose money is it? 

The PHEMIER : It is credit. 
Mr. }_,Em·oRD: The public credit misused 

by the banks. 

The PREMIER: :'i'o~misused by the 
Governments. It i,,, all very well for the 
hon. member to think that ho should be 
able to dictate terms. The position to-day 
is that the Lanks are carrying the Govern­
ments along. 

1Ir. BEDFORD: I cannot dictate to you 
b 'cause you are in the majority. 

The PREMIER: I may not have been 
very spccl!JC; but what I was suggesting 
was that the hon. member should appl:; his 
directions somewhere else. So far as I can 
S<'e, the only thing that hon. members oppo­
site aro endeavouring to do is to raise this 
cry of the banks versus the people purely 
1.5 an election cry. They know perfectly 
well what the position is. 

Mr. BEDFORD: '\Vo kr:ow the cry of 
"Cbani':e the Government," and " £2,000,000 
for lO,COO jobs !" 

Tho PREMIER : The hon. member did; 
so well on this side of the Chamber that the 
public are not likely to change tho Go,-ern­
ment and put him back again. They are, 
not likclv to do that after \vhat he had 
done in ·fourteen years. 

:JYlr. BEDVORD: I didn't do anything m 
fourtoeu years! (Laughter.) 

The PREJ\HER : The hon. member is 
qnito correct; he was a rubber stamp sitting 
behind the Government of the clay, and he, 
had to vote for whatever they told him to 
vote for. The hon. member went into the 
Upper Housl'. Then, when thrrt House was 
abolished, he was prepared to slink into· 
this Chamber. 

1lr. BEDFORD: \Vhy, we are getting the 
poor soul annoyed. (Laughter.) 

The PREMIER : I am not annoved. I 
am only amused at the hon. member.-

l\fr. BEDFOHD: Oh, no; you are not! 

The PREIIIIER: Oh, yes, I am ! (Laugh­
ter.) 

At any rate, wo are discussing this Bill, 
which is rendered nec0ssary by the economic 
position now existing. 

At the Committee stage I shall move an 
amend:ncnt in clause 2 dealing with the 
definition of " Mortg-age." I propose to 
on1it the words "such 1nortgage in every 
such caee securing a 6xecl liability," and tr> 
insPrt the words "but not including a n1ort~ 
goge payable on demand." That amend­
'TIC'nt will make the position porfPctly clear. 
That cover, practically any sort of rnortgngo 
at all, no m<tttor what the period may be. 
It may be paid off in one year or two years 
or in any period whatever; but it does not 
cover a mortza,ge that is absol11te!y payable 
on demand. The ordinary debt does nob 
come nncler this Bill. There must be a mort· 
gage for which certain security is given 
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The ·whole basis of 
both s:clcs "·ill hn·c 
to th:·; f'O 1rt <:truJ 

tho rncasur; rs thcct 
oi 

their cc·;e, 
tlw c·Durt 

to the'·C'~XLCE[ \l~~£lj~11 ~J1~~g'd "''-?C 

c;ned L-r. \'";:-h, 

upon 1 •. hi 
gagol·. In 
quite reasn· 

<tnd contJ itian~ 
t·) th;. 11101 t­

c_:..~it-~ fair a.-rd 

Ivir. VOLT.OC '~. D~r·s it <J.J)l11~· to l!-:-\YD­
brokcrs? 

ThC' PlL:~·IlETI: Xo. under 
the ~~roll( J L~r.dt;r·; Act. \Vc' maoo7 
Acts no': c·on1-ing in bc'tw0en a:Hl 
priYato contracts that it is be a little 
confusing. One n1ust n'cogni~o tbat 1nanv 
peoplG have got thci~1sel\ c·s iEto a 1ucss b\r 
purchasing things they \Yould ncv _r hnYO 
dr'-arncc~ of buyiiJg if it had not bc·~n for 
the. cxtraonEnary amount of Ioan r11oncy 
available and the pi'ospcrous conditiOn:::. 

?.ir. DEDFOlU>: B 'cause of the war. 

The PRE~'HER: That rr1av have had 
t:o1nething- to do \Vith it, brc;u~c f1 lnrcre 
a_n1ount f~f money \Va"' expended during th~t 
t~n10. \V~tch cau3cd. a boon1, and hi?h pl'ieos 
\vere pa1d. It mauc tl~o people~ 0Xtra1agant~ 
and they pUi·chacod thmg,, not hocauco the·· 
wan~cd tlwt'!l• and not to inrrutsn the pro­
ductn:tty of thmr propcrt:;-. but to sr,curc 
luxm·tes that they could not possibl v afford. 
In that . way they tied thems(-'Jvcs~ np for 
yca_rs wtth pa:yn1ents ronnd their necks. 
wluch}nado tt t:npcuil>L· for them to carry 
on. t.~ndcr ordrn~ry ClrcurH::tancc ._; no per­
son who was foolrsh r·no':grh to tir hi1nse1f 
up. under conditions of t11~t sort sbm,ld bo 
r~hovod b.v an Act of Parliamc,tt. Lerri !cc­
tton should not be bron~ht in for tlutt" sort 
of thir.g. It is onh- under abnormal circum­
stances snch as obtni,-, to-da•.· that a Bill 
such ao, this i~ juetificcl. It is" quite possib]R 
tbtt the passmr of a Bill of this sot", will 
rcdrict rrrdit to indiYiiiuali" 'vho are qnite 
worthv of it. nncl \Yho should get it. Aftnr 
all, the lif<'·blood nf industrY ;,, rrdii.. If 
there is anv fear that lco;dotion v.-ill "" 
broug-ht in to intNfcn with u'ntracts 
bec.•usc the contrart;;; l1nY0 nz·oY!ld rfi....-,.,dYt~n­
tageous undrr a sPt of co~1•1it1on Yrhi('h qr-i n 
1atcr. it ,,·ill r·•cl-r]ct crc··:1lt. Tf 1c· 1~h.tjo71 
is g-oinrr to be b1·onr:l!t in for tbat rmrno.m. 
it is g-oing- to rr)stri"t U1n Olll"J~·rtun1t~ of 
gettinrr that crrcl~-t- \Yhi 11 j::.:: ~o J1('ef' n ._. fqr 
the dPvC'loynn~ _~t o" :\ Stn t-0 Fk0 c~ur-t)1l"'l 1'-'d. 
It is on1y i:t a1 1"l0Pil'11 (';Y'01lf!'~'~hl:·r-r th~1 a 
Biil like tl1is ~hnu!(1 ba broH'--ht in. D-i~~1-
cultios ari-"' orc.r vi·e stnrt intr.rf0rir.g "ith 
f'f'ntrnf'ts, ns p.rr·1,l0 ,rho rP·e lc·--.rling mo~t·- . 
?oth I-;,n;:}~~ nncl prlvntc il1R!itnt;o:ns. gPt 
IdC'a. llns r-·~'"' hp·n ont 1n twdYe F•nrd 
or two years d-iff 0 r0nt to \\·hat we antle1n" tc. 
and Wfl n1ay l1ave to aro('ont th..-. 
prr,crilPcl b,- .n .\et d Porli·,rnc,-,t. 

Mr. BED~onD: \Vc will bring that m. 

'rho PH K\TIT<:R : T clo not think it 
bet wl~0 for th0 ·hn...-. 1TI0n1her to ~~tv 1-e 
"hriJl'! -it i"fl. 0"\~Pn ,'f h.,'~ P"rtv Q"(',t intn rowr<r. 
I an1 doinrr thi~ ln thn int• r0c.:ts of tJ10 
JTinnitv. T1F' vvho1 ,., ba~ls f'f trndr> is 
n~c.:1nnnH0n th~t. ~~:h"n ~ co,1trnct is m;:~do 
bctw"f'n individuals, it will bo kept as far 
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c:}bk, fron1 insolvency arisin~r 
c't;\'Cl' C'~l nuticipatcJ. that the G~: 

\. ould ~ztep in 
·ccn 

c:o tll ncl tlJ LOlUT 

(·ir('un:;etn~_:r:,.,_ .:- 1·,- 1~ c1. nnrl 
J' tc~·L1" )f f -~ntr·:c~ by 

To 
fin cl 
onli 

of inrlu·-tr. is built un 
his bOnd and earl­

being inviolate. 
;> i,, not a good thing, 

done except unJer extra~ 
t (~ B(_ re;• 

For~G.-\X S].IITH: You arc. adopting 
of Bcrnhotrdi that a contract 
ta~dcr <:c;, ~ain c!r-cnrn~tances. 

PI-U_~~ :IEI~ : I do not believe in that, 
p,ll'ty do; s not believe in it either. 

Thr hon. rL'·rnl.J.>l~ kno·\s that under the 
.rati~1g to--da.Y it is not a ques­

tion of cboic" ~.:.·hen Gover :ments 
11
1
<'lYc t.o f;0 .to. th~jr bo11c_lholders and a~-<:{ 

nP .. n 1o1· rehef Ly acccpt1ng a lo1vcr ratu 
of interest. 

1\J r. BEDFORD : You said you would take· 
tlH~ UpllCl' Hou;e proposition to a referendum. 

The l'HE:1IIEE: What has that to do 
'"ith this quest:on" \Vhat I am trying to 
put fOJ·wan! is that this Bill is nocoss'ary 
under the extraordinary circumstances 
opr~ratir:a: and that even Governments find 
thc·mseh·(,~ comp<'IL'd to do things which 
wo:lld be unthinkable under ordinary cn­
onnstnncc , ~uch as going to their bond­
holden and saying, "'VVe want to vary 

contract." V1.7c are, as the Lc~\dcr of 
Opposition sa7s, in the position of a 

.h~btor; we do not vvant to corne to a com­
position with our creditor'·, but we arc ask­
ing for relief. It 'vould be ever so much 
bcottcr for all :·nctions of the cornmunitv 
to cntc~r voh:ntq_rily into an agreement with 
I'!'g'flr :l 1o clc~bts as bctwf'r·n mortgagors and 
mort""agee.: but there are PJnle people 'vho 
~l re p_;·cparc·d to take advant:tgo of the posi­
tion--there_ aro black sheep ill every cam-

To-day, a largo :rmmbcr of people 
irous of ;-arying the tr-rms· of their 

contract~. 

\Tr. POLLOCK: Principally because they 
cannot pay~ 

PRE~-IlER: I know thnt most jndi~ 
are preplrcd t<) 1nect ncccs,:-itous 

< ws: but there .are other c·-,scs for which 
v.·-:, h~YD to 1H :ng in legislation of a n1ore 
o)' Ic g·cnc•ral appEcatio:1. In ol'dcr to 
protect ibe lndi·v-idual Rnd rnakc the rnca­
~'ll!'(~ of gcnc•rnl application, we say that 
fbe court is to be the adjudicator a~· to ho~.v 
i1-r· mr·;-~lTC is o·Dcratc, and as to '"~··hat 
rcli' f i; tc be 

There is rcalb not yen much in the Bill. 
~rh( -·o arc onl_vw t·wo priil._;iplcs. One deals 
\Yith forcf'losure en property without ade­

considcration bv the court; the other 
that mortg:1gors shall be able to 

from the terms of their contract 
a.s -C:l.p!tal payrncnts goJ and so far as 

term:; for the futnre are concerned. I 
thi:1k 1-hc Di1I ·will go far enough. It seems 
to me t 11"-t 1ho Y\ew Zrdand Act works quite 
" 'll. There haYe b~en remarkablv few cases 
before the CO'lrts-I think onlv ·three-and 
the rest have beC'n arranged bj the parties 
concerned by mutual agreement. To my 

Hon. A. E . .Moore.] 
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mind that is infinitely better, if it can be 
done, than fighting the matter out in court. 

:\lr. w. FoRG.Di s,anr: Mortgage indebt­
edncbs has dimini hod to a greater extent 
over there than here. 

The PHEMIER : Yes. Of course, on the 
whole, the security there is rnore certain, 
because there is a surer rainfall, and the 
conditions arc rather different; and the 
land is more closely settled and cultivated. 
It is much better in the interests of the 
individua!s concerned to come to an agree­

'ment outside the court than to fight the 
matter out in court, because the last thing 
I want to do is to create the idea in the 
minds of people who have money to lend­
and, after all, it is only those individuals 
and institutions who lend money that enable 
the country to be developed and advance­
ment to be achieved-that it is dangerous to 
make a contract because at some time or 
-other the Government may step in and alter 
it. 

Mr. KIRWA>:: People do not want their 
private affairs made public. 

The PREMIER: No; and the opportunity 
is given in the Bill to enable cases to be 
heard in chambers. Personally I do not 
think it matters much, but in odd cases the 
the fact that a mortgagor or borrower can 
take the case to court may be a deterrent 
to a creditor who is particularly hard. In 
most cases under Eimilar Acts in practically 
all cases there has been no publicity at 
all, and I do not ,ee why there should be. 
'I'hc whole purpose is to give relief to the 
individual, not to have the particulars pub­
lished, because possibly that would damage 
his credit to an extent eyen greater than if 
he defaulted. 

Mr. \V. FoRGAX S:\IITH: That idea would 
deter many people from taking advantage of 
the situation. 

The PRE.:.\HER: It might do that. The 
whole principle of the Bill is wrong, I quite 
admit, and under ordinary circumstances it 
should not be thought of. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: But you are in favour of 
it? 

'I'ho PREMIER: I am in favour of it but 
only through compulsion. Only the circum­
stances that exist make me accept the prin­
ciple. In ordinary circumstances such a 
Bill would not be brought into the House at 
all, because the ono thing which one wants 
to do is to give confidence to people to make 
contracts and acoure them that thPv are 
contracts between them and them alone. and 
that they are sacred. Ordinarily there should 
be no ques.twn of a Government coming in 
between pnvate contracting parties and abro­
gating their agreements. Normally that is 
the last thing one would want to do. The 
most undesirable thing we could contem­
plate would be to engender the feeling that 
the Government might intervene and it is 
only the extraordinary circumsta~ces of the 
times !hat rc;nder thi~ measure necessary. 
There IS nothmg more 111 the Bill than that. 
I beg to move-

"' That the Bill be now read a second 
tin1e.'' 

M~. W .. FORGAN S:\HTH (3Iackayl 
[7.54J; I Idem d very carefully to the 
"§'ren:1er's apolop-y for introducing this Bill. 
l-Ie dealt ,,·;tlo the scope of the Bill and the 
conditions which made it neccssarv. Then 
1El went on to say as little as po~sible for 

[Hon. A. E. Moore. . 

the Bill, and claimed that it "·as not desir­
able to iiJtcrfe:. c with the right' uf pt~ople 
to rnakc contTac~_-,, In the colnnlencrnlent 

his sp' _eh he refcorr>Jd at length to his. 
that during peak periods of prosperity 

n1nn:: people luHl been led to cnt •r into 
cmnr11itrnents hi.:_.dwr t'han those a prudent 

~,youLl enter upon. To sorne e-·.:tent 
apply. 

The l'RE:\llER: I think it is very true. 
:\L-. V\'. FORGAN S11ITH: I know that, 

vYlwn I vvas adrninistering the \Vorkcrs' 
Dwclling.s Act and the Workers' Homes Act. 
J had exr.oricnco of cases of people who 
dc~-ii·ocl to a:o:r.;unH' a n1ortgagc obligation of, 
'"Y· £1>JO, wirh incomes of scan:ely £300 a 
yPar. If anything went wrong \Vith the 
earning capacity of the rnan in such a case, 
o1· il1Hcss oyertook the family, he \vould 
probably be faced with commitments too 
heavv for him to earn·. \Vhilst I was in 
charg·e of the dcpartm~nt, it was the prac­
tice to ach-ise theo;o people to undertake a 
liability more in lwepi11g with their earning 
C-lpacity so that they could 'xpnnd later, if 
necessary. There has always been a ten­
dency un the part of people to enter more 
lavishly into certain form' of activity than 
their circulnsi:•_nccs rnay \'\"arrant; but, 
gciwrally speaking, that is not the situation 
v.·e are dealing with to-day. ln a 11 age~. 
even in the Treasurer's view, attention has 
been c:~lled to that tcnch:mcy. Ilowever, it 

not the general practice. I take it that 
majority of the people make prudent 

arrangc•rnents acc:ording to their financial 
and nccordlng to their financial 

the future. \Yho could h·"vo 
years ago the present world­
prices and Yalucs 't J\Ien like 

~lr. J. ::\1. J{eyn' ~,: and others point-z.d out 
that certain lTS"llts would incvitablv follow 
the Versailles Treaty, and that the -ultimate 
effect would Le the impoverishment of the 
whole world; but few people believed them. 
It is a fact that to-clay many of these staple 
commodities are lower in price in the 
markets of the world than they have ever 
been in living memory. What hon. member 
can remember the world's parity in sugar 
being at its present low figure? 

Mr. ED\."Al!DS: Or wheat. 
Me. IV. FORG.AN SMITH: Yes, and a 

num bor of orhcr things. Thoro has been a 
general disturbance of economic conditions, 
aad tho people have not yet discovered a 
method of stabilising markets or of remedy­
ing the existing evil. The world's ea pacity 
to produce is enormous; but we have not 
devised a method of distribution to keep 
pace with the increasing capacitv of the 
world to pi·oducc. In countlcos ·different 
directions the people arc suffering through 
those difficulties, and they are giving rise to 
the introduction of Bills of this character. 
\Vho r.mo:1gst the people engaged in the 
wcol industry could a few years ago have 
foreseen the slump in the matket price of 
wool. and who could have foreseen the slump 
in the market price of wheat? All those 
commodities ha.-c always been regarded in 
the' past as having stable values. and as 
industries having a futuro for those who 
\vF•re l'casonab1v industrious and reasonablY 
cfficie:Jt. ' · 

Jlllr. \VrENIIOLT: I have known the yaJues 
to be much lower. 

Me. W. FOPGAN SMITH: But not in 
conjunction with the existing costs. 'I'he 
whole system is out of Jocus. There is 
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·' lack of equilibrium in existing con­
,::Jitions, which has given rise to the exist­
in-~ ~tato of affair;. \Ve aro not de,.liing 
with the {'Xtrn.vagant' person \vho is often 
rcfprred to in a lllf''1C'urc of this kind, but 
·1Ye are dealing ·;•;ith the position of people 
who are good citizens \Yho, through no 
fault of thri r own, ar'• unable (o meet their 
romrnitrnents. EYcrv rnen1ber of this :House 
Ju·ov··s of some people who, through no fault 
of their own. have been cornpelled to corn·· 
pound with their cre.ditors. I am not blam­
ing those indiyiduals. The changed con­
ditions of industry have produced those 
results, and a Bill of this kind is sympto­
nlatic of the general conditions operating 
in Queensland. 

Vi'hat we arc concerned about in dealing 
with a measure of this kind is: Does the Bill 
fulfil the purpose for which it has been 
drafted? Will it give the people the roliof 
they so urgently require? In giving such 
" relief, will it be permanent and enablt' 
contracts to be stabilised at a later date? 
That i> tho real problem confronting the 
poop le of this State at tho present time; 
and it is the problem with which the Pre­
mier is endeavouring to deal in the Bill. 
'The hon. gentleman points out that the Bill 
provides a form of limited moratorium. A 
mortgagor can apply to tho court for '1 

review of the conditions of hie mortgag<'. 
The court, taking all the factors into con­
"idenltion. may order an extension of time; 
it may ordor a suspension Df repay1nent3 
of principal; 01~ it n1ay vary in any way 
the terms and conditions of the mort~cage 
so long as they are kept within the provi­
s·ions of this n1easurc. 

The .Bill of itself does not bring down the 
interest rate. ·without doubt, interest is the 
greatc·;t burden on the people at the pro­
cent time. Most of the commitments to be 
dealt \Yith ander this Bill wore entered 
upon when the price level was much higher 
than it is to-dav. At the time it seem<>d 
to the mortgago.rs good business to borrow 
at the rate of intenst agreed upon; and 
thev believed that the'i would not onlv 
be 'able to meet their liabilities but would 
make a profit on the transaction. That is the 
attitude of the average prudent mortgagor 
when he enters into such a transaction. vVe 
are now confronted with a situation that these 
people could not have foreseen. Through 
no fault on their own part, they are in a 
position that, if they are compelled to carry 
out the terms and conditions of the mort­
gage to tho letter, they will have to become 
defaulters. We have to ask om·solves: What 
is the effect likely to be if that state of 
affairs is allowed to continue? Those of 
us' who know the primary producers and 
those engaged in industry in Queensland 
Nalise that many very good people would 
be hurt under such conditions. Take, for 
example, a man who has gone upon the 
land, who has pioneered some new area. 
borrowod money to effect improvements. and 
which ha.,·e been effective. He has extended 
his cu!ti,·ation. and has carrierl out in a 
proper and exemplary manner all the duties 
att,achcrl to the position he is occupying. 
Throug-h no fault of his own his earning 
capecitv has bPon diminished: and. if hi« 
mortg-age<' is allowed to forPeJose, what wilJ 
be the effect? A fZOOd settler and a good 
Queenslancler will be driven off the land, 
and thrown upon the labour ma1·ket. to 
become, possibly, one of the unemployed; 

nd whoever takco over the property at 
a later cLte cannot do an~- better than hn 
has done. Therefore. it is good business 
for tlw Stnte to see that the man who has 
n just rjght for cm;<>:ideration is retained 
on the land, and allo·.-:ecl to carry on for 
the lwnefit of the State and his wife and 
family. 

'\Ir. Xnoro : It is' also good businccs for 
the man who ]ends the money. 

.l\1r. W. FOHGAK SMITH: Qui to so; 
Lnt in son1c cases he has to bo made to see 
it. There are other factors which enter 
into the matter, such as tho point raised 
by the hon. member for Oxley. Under 
ordinary circumstances, as was pointed out 
by the Premier, a fair mortgagee would 
be prepared to take cognisance of the new 
conditions, and grant relief voluntarily by 
agreeing to a variation of the terms: and 
conditions of the mortgage. It is not good 
business, according to the hon. member for 
Oxley, to foreclose upon that man because 
the person who forecloses may not do any 
better with the property. . That position 
~pplics in many cases, and in numerous 
mstances the pcsition has been reviewed. 
But in many other cases in which the amount 
of monev advanced is less than the normal 
value of the propert:r, it may pay th•' 
mortgagee to foreclose in order to get pas· 
session of a property. po,sibly with the 
idea of making a profit on it at a later 
date. I knc N of ouite a number of cases 
in Queensland in \\'h~ch men haye made large 
~urns of rnoney by advancing rnoney and 
taking the first opportnnitc; to foreclose with 
the object of getting possession of a property 
worth, '.1Y, £5,000, in r. spect of which only 
half that amount has boon advanced. For 
a number of years, under a system of 
~peculativc building, some people \Vere 
c_trrying on operations in Brisbane under 
"-hich a property valued at, s·ay, £1,000, 
realised probably £2,000 before it was finally 
dinsted from the original builder, the addi­
tional money having been made by repeated 
foroclosurec,. Under these conditions some 
measure of relief is very properly required 
in a Bill of this kind. 

In the case to which the hon. member 
for Oxley has referred, there is· no necessity 
for this legislation, because such a mort­
gagee is prepared to do the right thing; but 
the hon. member doubtle<Ss realises that 
most of the law that is placed on the 
statute-book is introduced to meet the 10 
per cent. or 20 per cent. of cases in which 
i.h? person concerned will only do the right 
thmg because he is· compelled to do so. 
If all persons did the right thing, we should 
have a utopian existence, hoe from any 
coercive ]a ws of an" kind. and livino- under 
eircumstanccs reqtlinng , the exer~ise of 
decent, humane, and civilised instincts, or 
what some people would call Christian 
principles. The position to-day, however, is 
!hat we have to face facts· as thcv exist. 
Many persons engaged in industrial and 
primary production-triers in everv sense 
of the word-have been confronted" with a 
situation in which, if no relief is granted, 
thev will be driven on the labour market 
with little or no future before them. In 
such cases it is the dutv of the State to 
come to the assistance of these good citizens, 
either by means of a moratorium or any 
other arrangement which will s·ecure to these 

Mr. Smith.] 
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in 'Xhich 

ari c': Dor!s the Bill ado­
for thi·, ruattet '? The dr{i~ 

is the clans.; v.·hich goycrns the 
m .r: n:·,, t·· ,, l'lr c::tcnt. Apart from the 
·,rtwnc:r:Je··lt • tl1 Prcrnict· hns intin1atcd 

to ll10Yu 1n Conr::rittt)e, the 
"rr:ort,5 '~_:;c" is thc3 

111 the J;']na:ncitd En1: rgcncy 
has LH'Ul po;ntcd out ou oc-' 
js a fairl:· \vide eh Gnition, cmb1·~1cing a.J 
doe., ach·ancc rnadc on iixccl security of 
l'i_'al or personal property, ir::.clud~ng chattels. 

that in re ·pect of fore­
day<:>' notice must be giYen 

in the casL; of landed property. but only 
ten du:.·s'· 11otico so far as chattPl~ nre COlJ­
e• mcc1. Howc•ycr, ·eo shall deal with that 
more full. ut the Cornn1ittcc stage, 

The Bill does not purport. to reduce 
iEtcn ··t, nor does it a.ffcrt rnonev at c::dl 
bas(•d on fixed security. I arn '':t,tiSfied that, 
whik the Bill may be of ac1Yantagc in some 
clir{'ctions, jt_ .. , ill not gi-:-e the pcup1e of this 
State that reiicf which they so mgcntly 
reqnne. A very largr. arnount of money is 
advanced on fixed security in this State that 
wdl not come withm the scope of this Bill. 
Finnn<~inl in.-titutio~:.s advance mone\ on pas­
toral property, lmt for no fixed period. 
It is at call. ancl. therefore, can be regarded 
in the nature of an overdraft. The bank 
n· ually takes a 6xed charge over all the 
bo::-I'O\YCr.;' oS0curitiC's and a.. floating charge 
over his a5 et,, ;·hich is linble to be called 
up a~ .:_~ny tlrne. I knc 1.V the case of a firm 
who had , mortgage called up in Southern 
Quccnslard by a bank which had to make 
VC'r_v hurried arrangements to find the amount 
-approximatPly £14,000. Fortunately for 
\heel' people, the money ;;as found. The 
6•'<'urity without doubt was there; but the 
bank did not want to cont.inue to hold it for 
rca~on~ of ~ts O\Yn. 

A YC'ry laqrn arnount of tho financing in 
conneu ion wlth pastoral properties, fanning 
gmwr:,Uy, and in the sugar industry is done 
in the~ (1irr:·iion I have indicated. An 
arlv;tnce is made by a bank, by the store­
kcep~~r. or b.'i' a flnancial institution, under 
f·c_ :t<_lition~ that ,,-ill not come within the 
scone of this mca~ure. Those advances are 
not' ·Co','f'l'erl by this 1ncasure at all. The 
}'remiN says that under the Premiers' agree­
m<>nt the bo.nks will voluntarily forgo cer­
tain interc··t dai! ·c. I take the view that 
the Victorian method was much more equit­
able. and >:ould give relief much more 
quickly than the method adopted here. 

It h;•s been ge"10rally 8greod that it is 
necessary i:o have .a reduction in the interest 
payml'J;ts of ,all fixed mo~:cy claims. The 
Quo en:~ ~ar~(l C.::roYernrnent, 111 common '\VIth 

other G-oYClTlnents, arc endeavouring io 
pcrsnndc bon 1holdcr~--no rloHbt snccessfnll•,' 
-to com·crt their holdings with the Govcrn-­
nu•nt. at ;~ 1o'.Yer rat:~ of intcJ:cst, involving 
a 2::'1, per cent. cut. VVhy should the invest­
nicnts in o~her instrrnncnts not b0 subject to 
the reduction? If it is in the interests 
of State to reduce the indc·btodness of 
Go,,.ernLwn-:-s, it is CrJ.vnJly of the snmo cco­
nornic Ft}lplic'ltion in reference to industry 
generu,lL-. I use that t0rm in its widest 
son~c. J~robab1v it is n1orc nccessarv, because 
it dp:l}s '-T-ith- I;PW wea!th product.ion. The 
Go·n~nm1Cllt. 1 cnlising the urgency and nece3-
sit? of the sitnation, consjclpr thnt thf' con­
ditions now obtaining justify extraordinary 

[ JJIT. Smith. 

sicn3 hci!!L; t•1.;:cn that \n)uJd. not he neces­
. in u~l-tnal tirr1es. I take 1-lw view that 

!noncv clairn~ of this kind ,•Jhould hav":. 
Ll'n.:. ;l'1to:r;HLtica.llv anU the nlort-

choclld be the who should 
of tl::.o ' tsc. _-':,_ t the 

to inkc ad>:antage 
rnu_-t 111n..ke 
case of an~7 
lHaglstratcs. 

of n n.v an1uunt in 
GourL I 

P1·err1ier 
ncv::·si ('"~ for 

an nr)plic<!, :or1 to the s:ourt of i~~(~l~ -~~~s ,a 
tlLH'lrcnt. It nPv aHcct ill'-=' InchY1Q __ :d s 
en•dit in other dirCctior~s, and cause hin1 to 
hr·,itato lwfore 1naking stl-ch r:,n <lllrlication. 

The J\lini ter recognises th:.tt fact by pro­
\·iding; in the Bill that the rcdaction is to 
be l0ft to the discretion of the court. I take 
the Yicw that a case has already been estah­
lished. It has been admitted generally 
throudwut Ausiralia that there should be a 
reduction in all fix"d money claims, and 
that should apjlly on the same principle as 
is now being applied to fixed money claims 
eYains~ tlw Government of the Common­
w';'.a.Jth. In other words, there should be a 
reduction on the 1Ja,;is of the condition~ 
a ~reed upon. That is fair and equitable. 
One only neecls to consider interest in terms 
of goods rather than in money value. As 
money appreciate;;, !ls it has done under 
the gold standard, 1t is obvious that the 
value· of goods depreciates-the one is the 
natural cm·ollarv of the other-and those 
fixed rnonev cla.in1s are made against goods 
which are .. the product of collective labour. 
It means that, whereas '""' bale of wool 
was sufficient before, it no'v require~ two 
bales of wool to meet the claims of the 
mortr.-a.gec; and the same principle, prob­
abJv to a grr11.Lcr degree, applies to ·wheat, 
sug'ar~cane, or <.!11:V other s1aplB commodity. 

If we are going to pure ue a policv of re_du:· 
lng costs. it is necessarv to see tbat It I& 

done quicklv so that th.; fnl!est benefit wilt 
result prorr·:ptly, and it should be npplied 
generallv to all fixed man w claims of a 
~i!nllar Characte-r. l do not Svc '~rhy a 7Han 
holding a mortgage oYer a property has any 
ITIOTC' right to con~iderntion than a n1an 'v-ho 
has 1nvc~tcc1 • similar amount in Government 
security. The principle of the need for 
the rcduction is entirely the same; to wit, 
that the burden of interest is more than the 
countrv can afford to bear and reduction 
should- he made accordingly: The principle 
of n reduction in the rate of interest that 
aJJpl1rs to the Govcrnrnent conversion 1oFtn 
should a.nply to all oth"r fh·ed rPonoJ daims 
basrd 0n fixe.:-1 8ernrities, surh as arc 
dC'-~cribcd in thi~ Bill. provision, of course, 
bein.: made similar to that in the Victorian 
Act -whct·Ph>v. where und•rc hardship would 
result. a n1orha.r.-ce \Yo·rld have the right 
to apnlv to the court for rr lesser reduction 
than 1s · prPscribr•d unclcr the automatic pro­
visions of tlw Act. The monev held fit call 
is prohab!y the greatest amount that is 
COY Creel. 

It ' onld be very difficult to get figures 
,~.·ith reg. :~d to fix0d money clain1s in Aus­
trnlin. ~Aef'ording to the f!gurPs given in the 
Federal Parliament bv the Treasurer, the 
amonnt of monev or vn1ue h0!d under fixed 
monev claims an~o,mts to £86.000.000. That, 
of ro,r-·"· can onlv he an estimate. Full and 
complete stati,tics have never been kept, 
but very probably that is not anything like 
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an over-estimate. Inasmuch as those fixed 
money clairns nre a ftrst charge on industry, 
and interest must be paid to the mortgagee 
bcforo anything else is paid, the importance 
of the nosition cannot be over-estimated. 
Thmcforo, if fixed money claims on mort­
gage or si1nilar security where money is held 
at crtll an excluded from the operation .of 
this measure, then the fnll benefit cannot be 
achieved horn it. In Western Queensland 
we have graziers and Relectors >;,·ho have 
carried . on unJer difficult cn·cumstances 
for rnan:v years, and who have spent 
any resPrYcs they had in feeding their 

They plt'dgcd their credit to continue 
tho1n ali-Ye in rnany cases, and in 

fin -_ncial institutions have clai1ns 
oYer ::v.;:-:cts to an amount \Vhich in rnnnv 
cases under (•xl"!ting conditions, P.nless rclic~:f 
is granted, will cxclndc all possil:J]e hope of 
these JllCJl being- nblc to <:arrv on. That i3 

t•ecr<.,.nisec1 to ~,;orne cxt0nt b-T the PrPrrrice 
b7 his efforts io provide for ·a rodllrtion in 
thP ra.tc' of int- rP~t lp~ a YC'l':V 
:method. rtiu1lr r1v ha~T·inp· 
fnrt ~ hf' . r•;;; c_! 

i:lfh-nnta~~C' fn :n 
is r_•t,ll~- onJ.\- :1 p1'01iC'l' r10t of 

tnl-:.<~ vir:\v, thereforfl, 
tn n1<J:-H'V k·11_t .tJl 

US t·) lll0~1 C.\· lent uncle r any othl'i' condition~. 

that I hold the view that a reduc­
tion -eh a rge 0~1 l-LJ•t1 u 'J!'.('Y 

claim" sho:dd be automatic n ncl "en oral. It 
is provided in the Pro:rnicrs' Conf~rcnce plan, 
as eC't ont on JJagc 171 of tht' n'pol'i of the 
proecPC.linp of the conference, that-

" The plan has been adopted by the 
conference as a whole. each part of which 
iR accepted on the understanclin.ec that 
all the other parts are egually and· simil­
taneously put into operation. It em­
braces the following measures :-

(a) Reduction of 20 per cent. in all 
adjustable GoYcrnm·ont expenditure. as 
compared with the year endint: Zr~tb 
,June, 1930. including all emolu'Ticnts. 
wages, salaries, and pensjo21s lHti d L.\ 
the Governments. whether fixed b,· 
statute or other'''ise. such redu('!-iol 18 t0 
be eguitably effected; 

(/Jl Conver·_<ion of the internal deLt< 
of the Governments on the J,n,is c•f a 
22~ per cent. reduction of cntccc·'t : 

(c) The securing of additional r. vcnu, 
by taxatio~, both Co!IHD0~1\\-~"'a1rll and 
Stnte; 

(d) A reduction of b ·"n,.;:s ond .~a,·jngs 
Bank rates o{ interest qn dep-1;;its a1.cl 
advances; 

(t) Relief in respect of private n~ort­
gagcs." 

Pa.ragraph (c) \Vas to UPlllY.· 
})l'lvnble, to tlw princip](v.; v 
quoted si1nnlt lllC'omd_,. \Yith 
t--chP~llC. The Go,·c·nnnr•nt verY 

,ctic ir: applying othl•r pn.::t:3 of th~e 
lJul up to thr prt':..;rnt t:tL('Ct has not 

w that po rn g:r<1ph. As a matter 
.~·JTill~ of the b:1~1king in·~Litutions tried 

thnt they were u.::HlC'r no nbJigution 
tbcir ratP o£ intPN'st. in1n1cdi1telv: 

but it ">vas pointed out by tho Prime 1Iini.:1:c~ 
and other Premiers ,,-ho were partic to the 
'lL::cisio_n that banl\:'3 ,.._,ern u:ndcr such an 
obligation; that has bcc•n recognised 
alrea,J.v b: som0 of the hctnks. I take it that 
the obllgatinu does n·st on financial institu-

tions having fixed-money claims against nlort­
ga:_~ Jrs, iEclttding pri1nary producers and 
others cnga;;cd in industry, and that they 
shonld be prepared to ci ve such persons the 
reduction i11 interest which is embodied in 
tho pri~:c:ip~e I hn,ve just ·enunciated-

"(c) £clie£ in respcc~ of private Inort­
gagos." 

}.fo1·cover, on page 173 of the report, it is 
aLso pointed out-

" Tho carrying out o£ one part is 
d('p(~ndcnt upon the c~lT~'ing out of all 
partB." 

The 

with paragraph (e) 
somo extent in this 

: \Ye have al1 ,dv dealt with 
1-"'int:_ ·1cial Errlt'rgci~c __ '\et. 

:\Ir. \1;. FORGA:'\ S::\HTII: Onlv to some 
1" lirnitation in~ that Act 

in thi Bill. The Pre­
it ~~vill not gi-rc the relief 

i~ nece lsarv for indut::try. 
,·_ :1~ ns I do th::tt, ~having rcgrr.rd 

ro l ho clin1ini:shed earning capacity of people 
l'il!!'<:1p:cd Jn procln-c·tion~ they can no longer 

of their income'( that at 
have to pav in the form of 

the 1.vhcatg-~o\ver, £or instance. 
Tlw P:r:E~IIER : The other Bill dealt with 

interest. 
:' :r. Si\IITH : The Premier 

rnn..y ""~N-ishcs; but I a-::n cnde'tv-
c;m·inn· poiut. here that the chief 
difficnltv oi and producers·~ \Vhether 
nrivw n: or sc;ondarv, is the intcre..:,t burden,. 
~part ~~bugethcr fr~Jm the other cond_jtions 
of the rnorttrage, and the Financial J:i..,rnor­
gcncy AC't which he quotes as dealing- with · 
interest contain<> the samo limitation that is 
embodied in this Bill. The Premier must 
r·c·ali·_o t:1at a c<lg'l,r fanner or other pro­
ducer who has obtained an advance· frorn a. 
financinJ institution can obtain no advantage 
eithc1~ undPr thi5 Bill or the previous lnca­
surc~ 1vhcre the 1noncy is at call. 

The PHE.TIE1~: That· is not nece·-:;·.ary. 
bec1u~c the banl~s arc doilig it voluntarily. 

·:,;,·. \Y. FORGAN S}1ITH: They ha vu 
EOt signified thc:r intcntian to do tly1t. If 
tlw banks undertook to reduce the Jntcrest 
ehargc3 hy 1 per cent.. nnd that in!.in1atio:n 

in its opplic<ttion, then 1t Y.ould 
bl~ an .tch:nntage. 

The:' J:::nt: nc~t: l-e 1s so. 

:'lr. \\". FORGA:'\ S::\HTH: It hw, no; 
hu.i1 'iYPll t!ffc•(·t tO Up to the {Jl'C'c~llt; they 

been yer~, dilr:.torv in conne-cticn with 
111 tt _•r. Thi:;; Bill pvro,:ides fer Yoluntary 

;uTan· r.-tnf':1t:-; bC>ing rnade nnd tho;:;c 

- r€ i~i~~~t";~~JI~~:;,. clai~~~ut. 

!t ilw s 
1110dg- ,~:.·c.s 

r_rlw Prprni. has st'ate.cl that thP 
so1ne {'X_tent closclv follow the l\c'v 
+·\et. In r;nrticulars ~t i~; ·:·ord for 
l\orcl ·-,-;th ~~e-..v Zcal;1nd Act. I have 
rt'nd t1H~ {:uniuection with that Af·t; 
!Jut in Ne-\~: Z(•aland thP lavv to thu 

this 
in l'l1U r:y cas:3s 

Mr. Smith.] 
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Queensland. No doubt the Premier will 
point out that in connection with the State 
housing schcrno provision has alread-y been 
made; but that does not apply to all cases 
in ''"hich the Crol.i\1 11 has adYauccd rnoncv 
on fixed rrwrtg·ages. L\ very large an1oun"t' 
o~ n1oncv: is 2leld on fixed mortgage by tho 
State 1\d Yanccs Corporation. 

The Pnnrrm : The CrO\vn will ahmys 
treat the peopll' fairly. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The Bill 
should apply to tho Cro'.m. Special legisla­
tion h"s been introduced to deal with the 
State housing scheme, atcd probably it will 
bn adcquat, t'o deal v;,Tith the sittJ..ation pro~ 
videJ it is synlp~thetic-:lly admir1isterod; 
but the Feme should apply to otlwr mortgage 
sP.cuntrcs held by the Crown. I. .. arge surn~ 
o£ monec· !~aye been advanced by t~e Sbte 
Advances Corporatwn, by the Pnbhc Cur;c­
tor, and by the State Government In -urance 
Offic·-~. Is ihe mortgaB'or under a Inortga,o·c 
agreement with the l'ublin Curator to be 
dcprive>d of any advantages under this or 
any otha· law? \\"hy should the same con­
ditiov,, ,n':'t apply to the m<;rtgages held by 
tnu ~uuhc _Curator. as app1y to. mortgage's 
held b.y snnllar n;3tltuhor:s carry1ng on theu· 
opcrat·o:H apart trorn GoYernmont cnterpri~e 
altoJ:cthcr ·: It tnay be urged that in tho 
~,a t: of th0 State Ach:ances Corp,_,ratiun tho 
1nterc e:harg2abL) IS slnilllt'r than that 
charged by pri rate enterprise. That is true. 
Ahc "·'''. chrtrg.::tblc by the State Advanc0< 
..___,orpor .t10n 1s unly 5 per cent .. and in some 

6 per C('.ti .. ; bnt the rnte charo·c·ab1e 
the Pub11c Curator is 7 per cent .. 7~ per 

Ct.:nL. and 8 per c:cnt. on ftr~t· nlortp·a --:·c. iu 
conunon with tho Union Tru~tce C=>onionnY 
nr any _priYate C'Hnpany e:ngaged iu a ~itnl~ 
lnr bn mc,s. The borrower from the Public 
Cur."tor is entitled io the san1c rp}jrf as is 
availa~;]c ~o ~he. borro~~·cr fron1 any other 
fiurl,ncwl llJstltuLion. The P::_·c-n1ier ~hould 
.ha...-c ~.~~rtll'.thi1: -{ tc; ~ay. on t}w t point whpn 
tho B1ll " 111 Conmuttt't'. Probabl-. the 
'.rL :surer will that tlw person inclebteci 
to th 0 ,hculd ha ye the same 
right ,, Yariati~n of the tenus 
and cf h~~ nlort·-: _:!~C as if it 
held any otlwr i1 titutio;;_ 'Yhethor 

:Yid~1 n10 o~~ not, that i:3 111:~ Yicw. 
.. the ,Tov:n Js th(' lTIOl'tga•~r(' and OH' 

<?O!~thbons arn ~i1nilaY, 1h0 ::an1c~ pri1lcipl0::'> 
;n lar. should apply. 

Anoihcr provi .ion in the 1Jil1 intl:ir-.t~·~· 
the apologetic manner in v hith thn Go,:~l"~l·­
mcnt -llh vo faced this f1 uostion. The, crive 
PS·wer tp the Governor in Council to Cxe;npt 
otncr classes of mortgag0 frm11 the 0 ~1f'r"L­
tions of the ltct. In other word::-. Par1l,~­
l1l011t nu1y pa~s thi-_, Bill thinkinr; thnt it 
may a1~,~l;v. to ,c~::rtain rn.onr-y clain1~; \-e~. 
'.''hC 1

1 1 arluv:_ 'J!lt goes ln•-o rcccs:-;, thC' 
Governor in Council n1ay \v-ithdraY\- an\: c1a~s 
of m or· Z'<l h·orn tho opc•ration 0£ th1:-; 

is a po1-v('r that :hculd no.~-
rn in Tthis .or othcl- f;i;rJilru: 
.t)tr _l_.rcmH?r out. qnitc 

\Yldf' diSfTCtlonarv TlO\YCl' ~:.; i\ C'll 

to the f'Ourt. I-Tp a].-. a point~~(_f out vcr·v trah~ 
:hat' 3th0 Jnortga :;eo's 1:ig~~s arc fulj:, pr~-
JJC'C rtl «n.~' apphcauon that rnav b0 
1n .c1f~· io coul't; llotwith;o.;tandj·:~ all 
tht, ~· ~t_feguards, \Ye ih .. tt, aftei' P;'rlia~ 
rncni: 11as pas:~cd a Bill to grnnt. 
rdilf to borro\'i~Cr '• \Yho no -fault 
of tbcir O\Vn arc unn blc to their 
payrncnts and appl~~ for relief, tho Govorn­
n1cnt, by Order in Con11ci1, can excrnpt any 

[ "1Ir. Smith. 

pu1·son or persons or n1ortgage Iron1 the 
opercttions of the measure. There is a safe-­
guard in the court and the g<meral pro­
,·isious of the Bill without any neccseity of 
giving the Governor in Council the aL!thority 
I haYe mentioned. 

So far as the Bill grants relief. and so 
far as it prevents foreclosure and gives 
po\ver to the court to grant a variation 
over the terms and conditions of the mort­
gage, it is an adYantagc; but I am satisfi?d 
that it does not in any wac· cope earnestly 
with the real problem that confronts Queens­
land. and will not give that form of relief 
w hi eh a large and de·,erving class in the 
community deserves and expc' ts from this 
ParE am• nt. 

;\h. BEDFORD (Warrego) [8.33]: The 
Premier, by interjection to-night, said 
exactly tho opposite of his statement during 
the debate on the Financial Emergency Bill. 
I then asked him did the interpretation of 
mmtgage include bank ad,--anccs and over­
draft~, and he said, "Yes." 

The PRD'I~R: I did not. 

;\Ir. BEDFOHD : The Premier replied 
'"Y cs," and "I-Iansard," unless it has been 
, ·cliterl since, will mpport my statement. 

Tho PHE:\IIER : If I did say so, I was 
\rrong. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I can assure the hon. 
gentleman ho did say so in answer to my 
interjection; but he was wrong. 

The Pm-:mER: I \\'as wrong if I said that. 

~Ir. BEDFORD: To-dav the Premier said 
that the pn SL'nt interpretation of "mort­
ga~.c" doe~ not coYer bank overdrafts. 

Tho l'RE:IIIER: I '>id. if it was a fixed 
morr·s, ge to a bank. it did, bnt it ·.--:ould not 
apl-)]y to ba.nk OYcrdrafts . 

ML TlEDFORD: Sirnilarlv in the New 
Zc ·t!ancl Act; \\'C find that "the Crown is 
"et o:-:Pmptorl from the purpose of the Bill. 
In this Stato the Crown is exempt. The 
interpretation ,-iven to-day by the Premier 
that the term ''mortgage" does not include 
bank overdrafts makes this Bill at variance 
with the :'\ PW Zealand Act. and it is also 
at. variance in that rc,pect with later logis­
btion introduc·'d both in Victoria and South 
.·\ ustnlia. 

Th.· PRE1n 11: Yidoria ha>l not introduced 
t hi~ at alL 

:Hr. BEDFORD: Victoria has not intro­
duced this mcJsuro, but has introduced a 
BilL which h ·.s been pct'St'd and has now 
bPcnn1C' an L\ct. by IYhich at any morncnt its 
provisions n1a;; be proclaimed against the 
lJank:-. 

The PRCIIITH: Tlwt is onlv in rc'spect of 
interest. This Dill dc,als ,,-ith principal. 

The PRL TEll: Tl1at is on1,'.- 1;ith respect to 
int0rr t. 

Sln1ilarly \Yith interest 
a 1nortgagc. 

Tho P:E:JIIER: =\a-the ·Victorian ..:\et clocs 
110t. tk~Ll 1.·:ith the princlpai. 

1\Ir. E~n\ .\""Df-\: I-Ic is ·wrong. Don't tako 
any notice of him. 
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Mr. BEDFORD: The bon. member does 
not know anything about it. He simply says 
"You are vvrong." 

The PREofiER : I do. 

Mr. BEDFORD : I admit the hon. gentle­
man has a good deal of knowledge on that 
subject. The position in regard to this Bill 
is the statement that the Governor in Council 
may apply the provisions of the Bill, with 
the neccss11rv modifications to a lease con­
taining an oPtional or con1pulsory purchasing 
clause. This means that pastoral leases are 
cut out of the Bill. What has happened in 
regard to the Premier's offer to pastoral and 
financial associations ar.d other companies for 
the relief of selectors and others on whose 
rn-opc1·ties they held mortgages? Ir. most 
cases the extension hns been given to large 
p-astoral con1panics. 1\\ o of them in n1y O\Yll 
elcctomte have never been up against trouble. 
and shonld not have had any exten.sion of 
lease. The < xtension of leas~ has not been 
in the direction of helping those people who 
deserve it, because there are still the Union 
Trustee Company and other companies who 
are successfully attempting to put people off 
the land altogether. 

Whilst talking on this Bill I listened care­
fully to the Premier while I was not inter­
jcct'ing-which wns most of the timc­
(laughter)-and I discovered finally that this 
Bill would not haYe been necr-s:uy had the 
Premiers' Conference done the job as rightly 
as the Commonwealth Government wished it 
to c1o. It will be remembered that in the 
preliminary conference there was no attempt 
at the reduction of interest. Thoro was to 
be no proposn l for the relief of mortgagors 
or of awe oth·r people. vVhen I asked a 
qu -si-ion in this IIouso cnrlv this ses:"ion a~ 
to ''rhf'thcr there wouid lJe anv moratorium 
grn.ntcd ~n of TlVHtfi:l-~~ '~. d1r· P \ -~-
miRi' replied, No." It ,./:1s not contcrn-
pbtccl. 

Thc- PntcMIER: I told :nmr ].>adcr on ih<! 
Urst da~v of the cmorgency session. 

~lr. BEDFORD: The hon. gentleman did 
not toll me. (Loughter.) At leftst he ought 
to htve told him to tell m<'. (Renewed 
laughter.) 

Thn p, E~riER: I didn't want it to :et abom, 
becansc if peOl)Ic know it was gojni_; to rOiTl(_. 
on, th0y -would havo takcu advnntagt' of it. 

Mr. l3EDFOH.D: In nnv ea .e, eYen when 
the two gf'nin - 1 reprc~e;,ting- this State­
the Pr0n1icr and o~n· honourable friend fro111 
t.he Band of ITo,_oe-weHt to ):nlbcurnc. 
there •·.·as no attempt made to talk about 
f'nch n sacrosanc~- thing as interes-t, nor ''vas 
there anv to talk about a mora-
l oriurn. ~ hr>cel onl v this to 

If only bal nee Budgets 
'Dt ?\ie·-ncyer c1ct-:ircd, it 1nig-ht 
bm-ro1v in Britain. 

socks J\ustralia 
greet Lllin[, we 

borrowed money. 
done to ih~. 

h\' -~-·nr. \\·as dor10 1J-,~ tl:c 
GoY~l'nltlC'nt's :::1x and a-half 
Joans o\-Pr- f l" in order to 
£100.0CO.O~O of -inlport~ ns 

rrh ~~ Prc JIIER : D. 
rrrearnrrr CO 

1noney? 

Mr. BEDFORD : Then he had better stay 
where re is and decide that Australia is 
finished with foreign borrowing" for keeps." 

The TREASUREH : Vv ere YOU not behind a 
Government which borrowed more than any 
other Government in Queensland? 

J'lr. BEDFORD: I may have sat behind 
the Government, just as I might have sat 
behind the 'I'r >a surer in a tram without 
a ,:rceing ,-ith him. The whole trouble has 
been this, and it must be faced. 

This is a statement made by the Secretary 
for Labonr and Indl~otry in one of his rare 
lucid D10DlOlltS-

" There are so1ne very mistaken ideas 
about how this prohkm of unemployment 
should bo tackled. Some of them, even 
though actuated by the highest ideals, 
would bring calamity to the community 
if put into operation. We haYe not got 
to le·c ci~ht of the future. The nation 
is temporarily disorganised, \Ve must 
be careful cot to do anything that will 
tend to weaken the morale of the people 
in the future." 

How has the morale of the people been 
WEakened? 

.Just because there has been no attempt 
to deal with this tyranny of the bankin!S 
"·stem-which is affecting the Treasurer pn­
·.',lt<•lv r:_ lnuch a) an:voJH~ Pl~c; j'.l~t n thei'P 
is '":i attempt to dcal with the tyranny of 
1liP !"''1r:kin~ ~vstc?lll; ju;:;t bPf'au~·~ there has 
;}~en 110 atten'Ipt to 1llake the reduction of 
intC'rc:~t st.:~tutory, as the reduction of ·wages 
:1as becu n1adc ~,~atutory, and v. as only made 

iu this case because the workers 
tlid not enough monc~· to get a voi~e 
to squeal loud enough to preYent the cut m 

talk of preventing a loss 
r~lf' prop1c! \Vhat is hap­

\Vc· have stupid people "\vho argue 
!11at _Fr ,n<:e, in f!·am_ing its paper currency, 
a\rnost cn.,111·_: to rnin-llez-lectlng the condi­
tions that Fr~,nce '\vas surrounded by, ncglect­
i!Jo· thn f:•r>t tl~at l1c< LUS'.:_~ they cut ono king's 
hr~d ~:;· .tl1ry ·W;'rr immediately opposed by 
i b(; eoall',- Cl'(~ 1>.: tn;~ of EurOlJC, and thrTc was 
fi:::.:c,_l HP in England as a>: ; rt of \.Yar-as a 

prernntiOn-as a proper attempt to 
~ 1 H' , ·nen1v-a forg-Pr\- fn_ctory in which 

\r'orth of' F;·cnch francs were 
Xo snrh possibility could 

In spih o( that fact, tha.t 
1870. after having been beaten 

1n a wnr ··ith Germany, was able to pay 
·1t· miliiarcls of fr:tnc-c. in two-fifths of the 

tin1f' allott' d tn it. Just he~ ·1 uso France v;ith 
l .0 nr;rli!lQ" of forged notes, ,.jth 

curren ;,--just because that 
theY ,-,-ould 'sav. " If you inflate 

1h · creel it of this country 'by £20.'000,000 the 
eount-rv -..;111 immediate1y be ruined.:' VVhat 
j;;; ba1lpcnjn.-..? Austndia is novv paying 
£12.000.000 a year in clolrs. In tTo years 
ill<' r1ol 0 7·i]] b0 up to £24.000.000; and, so 
lcmQ' it j::; 1~Tl'!'O\YC'd money, :vour stupids, 

in l·rlclih' to the money-lender, 
because you inflate the currency 

not owe it, the country 
v:}' .. t js hn. pp ·ning? 

Il"-~mborS of nnentp10}Pd, and 
lv• unrrnp10\C'r1 at the 0nd 

ynung ·ff'llows gro1;;ing 
;. vc.{r rt !"!O ,-·ill h; on 
~"~1d }p•.<J.·.-[-~T,' -,-n:· ~:i1l 

itio~ of nnv rou:1-
th0 ····nr1·1 eve arc 3,000.000 in 

o_, tJ ·' r1oL-pC'(Y'~~~ ,,,-ho nc~.-er "\Vork 
\"~.-ha v;,·0rn yonn --c;tcr~ at thf' time 

t1H' · ·;;:. nnd 1Yhn. haYf' Q"ro~.;;n ·~:p n11 the 
,]ale, mar;·ied on the dole, and bought 

Mr. Bedford.] 
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radios on the dole to play jazz on the doles. 
Anyone ·.:ho c 1ys the people .of Australia will 
never revolt has lost sight of tho fact that 
these people arc being doped out of revolt 
with tho dolo. They are being· doped into 
the be lid th: t, aft ·.r all, this is the host of 
all poe· ible worlds, and it does not matter, 
thin~~ can go on as they are and that """hen 
the Govcnln1cnt dole is ended they can 
cadgo £ro1n somebody else. 

That cOl'S not r:nai:ter to people who do not 
emr1t, to people who are 11aturally loafers, 
but to Uw good ·workers of this cou:ltrv­
Jncn "·hr) in two year \\·in bo good work~e1·s 
no more h 'Cause thcv will·lHLYe lost the hrbit 
0f worl~.:~ho\v can ~ that the infla-

tlwy 

'' \'i.-oy;~e· 

tl~on1 ctn·- c of 
uthPr\Y15.c th." countl'y is p<>rfcrt. 
n·,r h no:: done ouc-fifth or o~...,:~t( 
wC)rk: so \\'hv should it sit, doY1'n and talk 
of dole': \Yh~- ehcmkl this inflation of ctodit 
be wrong in t1c1.Y countries that on l v u~,e the 
rnoney for dcvPlopnwnt? It n1ay i),J "\Vl'Ollg 

in conntriC'~ wh1eL, \Yith tlv_ ir work done. 
use the nJont~v for social services and in 
conncct1Dn wii.h ~crvicf'7, which w-ill prO\'ido 
no work by reason of the expenditure. Tho 
·Treasr:.re:· hop0s t'h:1t Au:itralin w-ill ~oon be 
ia tl1(~ happy ]lO':-itio11 of being abJe to 
bOlTO\Y lllOHL'Y again in Engla1~cl. l)mnn 
;:;ueh a rlny! 

}lr. SPEAKEH: Order: 

~\lr. BEDFORD: I ,av mch " 
,da} happening-also dlLsh (Laugh-
ter.) rrhn schcnv:: of averse 
could onlv C'OlllC' 0!1t of the raouth of 
importcr~·_:_mPn naturally opposed to the 
gC'rteral pro,--,-rr-·,s:on of Australia. 

\Y c hear talk f}·o:n the oppo..;;Jto bene he-:. 
: bcut the man lo,ncl. \Yhnt is th0 
,. luc of his in the city i,; 

hr':n· continual 
of tlw 

onp rnan i:1 
bullock to hi~ death 1~1 
fJther fcllo\, in ro ,, 11 take'::) :a. 

p[llr cf ;.hoc- OH~· of it-. 

TlL:> Ji'::''" po"~tic.r: of Austrnl:a is that 
thi:s .arc il' .. ' 1 .c;;n ~'V· thc'Y are 

\\":tl1 JiU le n;c~r~ o'il tho 
of that. t\ c-_.lh_(·on of 

p0oplP ralh~d the Coni ,-'r ·nr{:;-thrc0 
o: tlY'nl r:i~orics. two of thc·m 
one the " uc eleph_ nt " frorn 
\Yale . .-:-1\.Ir. -one Y1'0uld 
Australia was down and out; 
tion \Yr:.s sur.h thnt it conld n.:;vc>r 
able to •rwncl £900.000.GOO on tho -,--ar; 
although its position \Yas such that the 
bigf;c~t figure pas·,~d th· other day in the 

[Jlr. Bedfm·d. 

Con1n10lHYcalth E3tin1atc3 1vas for war scr­
vic· ~·. One ~\~ould consid"r that Australia, 
too. was so far doTiTil and out that the values 
of its securities oYcrscus wero nil. But 
ever·, body knows that dear money has been 
the z ~aHr~ c:f rc-duz__-ing Auf3tral1an 3 por Cents. 
to tO per cent. of beir , luo in order that 
the: shoc1ld earn 6 p '" cent .. because illl·cs­
tnrco cm\d get 6 per cent. or 7 peT c •:Jt. on 
th0 open 1nar1 .ct. It does not mcttcr 
vvhC'l-lJei· ·von c<Jll it an inflation of the cur­
rcnc_v, >vhich is a dcfiation of intcrcst-­
\vhether vou call it borro~,-ying 1 and bolTOIV-

lS thC WOl'>:lt kind of inflatio.i ---..:\.v 'tralia 
h, y~ to ~~t r1c1.vn to t1w fact that th0rc 

rcprodur7 ivc 'ro:·ks to b.Q 

tG he built: here nn) 
to be 

Oll 

l1 -cut-

n!:oi an" H ·blc n1r: n 
folJv of such a· tltin-~ v;·hv tic oneself 

rn d1c, id< of b 1JlTO" a11·C~ of l: :ing 
thcl.('bv :flna.ncia1ly re \Yhcn you can 
prnvir1f~ for :our' pcopln 'Vith aY1 ~~xt0nsion 
of YOltJ• O\Nn credit and YOur own {'Urrency 
a1Hi-1xithont p~ying- int0rest-rPdc· ~ll it in 
flfi ('11 years by putting in a si11kint; fund 
of 6 per cc•nt. ? 

Th:--. ~ :CPETA11Y Fon PuBLic IxsTRGf'TIOX: 
Scullin evid·ntly has not hr.,,rd of 'ou. 

~.!r. 'ir'O:DFORD: .\nd God never heard 
. of the hon. gcntJcnHHL aud I do not think 

he Pver will. ]1/[r. Scullin has he:ud of me. 
but he haR never sent for me, because he 
has no no0d of me. Certainly the Govern­
ment will nPvror send for anybody with 
inh'lllcrcnc£'. It rn)g1lt put th0m out of court. 

I tnkr~ 
l~no 
r 1so t1t 
tlre n< ·:t 
1:1te (~0~ 
cicuj-, 
0\\'Il 

tL i~; Bjll IYith , 'JP-10 nkfulncss, 
thht ~t is nc(·C~'ia ry, knOIYing· 
~t is c-<'caPablP, an.d boping i~hat 

Prc1nlc1"' Conference, or at lea~t 
soon g('t t-.u-ffi-
to put throir 

if you lik(~ 
--·!nlD opcr tion. 

::'\~ r. 
,('((']' ' 

lo1f 
1n Ljr u, 
thcr," 1-:; rnon; 

n~C'HSlll't; 

fnr lYl 

Oi':Jirtary 

(!Jrn, · ;-\ f8 .. 53]: Ono must 
on the Jll'inciph that half 

tlwn no bn'ad, ult1JOugh 
l_v~ ·!lid that pC'rhaps 

h:1 1f r., loaf in th]-.; 
\Yhnt afraid 

cleal 
nl3:"' be 

contain3 the . per-
thilt. vdH'n it hcrornc~1 an 

P hRs app1·orrd of it.,
1 
~he 

1nay cut out ever:• tn1ng 

wonld be the good of 

\Vhat iJ the of c:J-
that the ernor Ul 

t v ill. m 1 at ctny 
p1·ovisions of tho 

rnort -.-u rre proYidt:d 
That " dl cxtca-
;ncl, tho Bill 
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othcn1·ise may giYc something like a little 
more th· n half a loaf. it mav be that 
!in ally practic JI: o"lY the hod ~f the loaf 
that will bre left for the people o£ this 
State. \\~hen one con:1iders v;hat has b--:cn 
do no in oth _r StatE": in this direction, one 
.i"' a:)tc~1ished that SOlYtPthing of a far [:rcater 
b_•nefit ha3 not been ~uggestcd in this P .rl:ia­
lUCr:t. 

rrl1r; ·pr'~~\liER: \Y o ha \·e alrcitd~- dealt ".rith 
intcrc:- t. 

.~ t.ne. rdb· 
fWTccl 

hl a 
not 
u.n~ 

7 r. C01: PEn : I ', .tnt. io tc:q t1w 
r,r";'l' tL-'· J h'_.~c 

: ]J10 t 

f!Tca1- :r part in 
TrC'u ,Ul'01_' ar __ , con \YLS so; 

1 
\t? l')Yepo~lder<' ne,_' DI cvldf•ncc is 

t~Jr: T!TUS'_lrf'r, and ns I as :1n ..._,;_u::-:­
t!·ali::Jn run OEc of the• j·~L'y, I arn prcparf'J 
to accept lilc' weight of the CYidenc '" 
bC'ing P'"H111st the• Trc-1snrcr of thi:3 State. 
'That b(~ing- Hw the Trc ·•·ur:~r's <"'nl-
phnt1c du;1a1 tbat is not :30 n1nkc..- onr· 
',ondLr \vhctllcr it iS .,ot true that the 
Prrr:ni01~ aLd th0 Tn::asnrc1~ have bo\rcd 
tt_\ thcil' mastcr.3, the banks. 

r:rhe PrEJ.l1ER: Propaganda ! 

l<lr. COOP r;;n: The moment one begins to 
to touch the truth there comes the parrot cry 
from tho GoYernnl nt Qcnches-" propa­
gnnda.)' r_rhC'V ec~m 1-) t~J-ink that thDY8 will 
lK~ in wOrd a'J n1uch f:~ving grace as 
there WB-6 · the fan1ous old 1ad':~ of old in 
the \YOrcl :•Tcsopotamia." They· think that 
bv tlJC: prcciou~ word ., prop,·-0anda ,, an 
their may be oxonsed; bnt nothing will 

sin eormni ttc l bv the Go· 
St ,~ ;- i~ Lo',:viH.i ~o their 

1. ne J.?ecn11er, or course, 
:1pparc:n~l~, th-2 hon. gentlcrnan's 

V<'r'· .hort. He forgets the Pre· 
l cld in I'ebruarv of this 

cd, ns the rc1~ort indi­
··c . c c1tircly at the dispooal of 

the b: .,;-:..:;. ""v1/lul..HYvc•r the banks said \Vas his 
lavv; and whtl.to-:ver the bank::~ ·~aid he \Va prc-

t~ abide bv in anv form. On 

n1ader~, 
la:ur:b;l.; 

ion tl~c Prlrn~l: .:nd the 
of the Con1Jnouwealth suggested 

be. given Ollportun-ity of 
; ban:cs a view to plac-

Conn:t•JllT Palth before them. 
at {'OPfcrPnce 
t proposal \Yas. I 

this Sta.te moved the 
appror:ch iho b:tnks. Of 

nl'V h ri-nL 3 re elution. 
· would be the 

y,oo '~!cro GOing­
\Yh<lt .cas the good 

State moving a 
the I<..,ederal rrrcasurer 

v;ith his scheme if the 

Tr< csnrer of this State knew that the scheme 
''"as to fa]\ to the ground? If he pretends 
now that he knc~w that the Federal Trca­
SLH'c-r'B ~ch8me Yvas not to bo ac-cepted, then 
ono of t\;o things is the truth. Either he 
mo,cccl the resolution with his tongue in his 
chce:(-\Yhlch \Vas a wrong thjng for a Trea­

of a11. 'irnr'')rta nt Stato like Qur :ns1and 
he ·, e.s re 1cly to obey the behest of 

the b_t, ~k.:i. A ftcr tho Pretniers 
a' -cmb!cd at that con· 
this statement by the 
the Federal Treasurer, 

ct thcv should know the 
Ouiy man in the 

a 1-

stood ta 
and 

of 

,ur: VOlH' £l8,00Q,QQQ 
the Tr.c 1surnr of this 

of thi'3 SJ 1te \vould 
\fe suppo1 t it." 

\V e took bYo d.~· s allo­
arriong the States before 

COOP ;_~l~ : Showing the -.. ondcrful 
tlt>t the\~ then had in this sch-ome, 

"that their futuro attitude 
upon what tho Lanks had to say. 

It ww at that conference that the Federal 
Tro.t~ nre-r i \>i teLl the rrrc;_;_surcr of Queens­
land. I-Ie said that the Treasurer of Queens­
land •vordrl be lhe first man to hold out his 
har cl for his quota if the scheme were 
::_Le ptecl. 

The 
~;litehc]L 
try rne.'' 

: I:Ic so id t~1at to Sir ,J aracs 
Sir Jan1e~ J\I1tch('1l said, "You 

1\ir. COOPER: I have not the slightest 
donbt tfJ'rt the Federal Tn:tsurer would have 
knon~ll :ar tco rrl-;.lch to try it. 

rrr~{_ ;:_~ ~CllLT_'I.RY FOR RAIL\:VAYS: IIuvc you 
o ny n1cn·e funny :, o1·ics to tell? 

l\!Ir. COOPER: I shall be able to tell the 
hon. ~,:entleman a funny story at tlie proper 

He had his fiduciary issue on the 
wmkPi' o of Queensland some two 

ago. \V,~ want to sec ho-.,, \,hen the 
co-lnc:-:;, ht' will honour his fiduciary 

funny story will have a tragic 
th1 ti111e comes. 

issue. 
cuding 

The t-.vo g: eat blots on this Bill are, firotly, 
that monc•y call is not covered by the pro· 
\~i~·ious of Bill a11d secondlv the pro-

IYhic~l ~ th~ Goy~rnor ~in Council 
out vc<.~y nccr ·:oary things vvhich 
to enfl.ct. Such a position cannot be 

allowccl to pass without protest. Y cars ago 
quite co:wnon f01· the daily press. to 
to nnvthi~1o· in tho nature of g1v1ng 
to do "anYtl7lng in connection with an 

of Parliarnent under an Order in Coun­
Ycas called governm0nt by regulation. 

_'o· 110 n1easure -which comes before 
ITouse that does not give wider povvers 

Jlr. Cooper.] 
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to the Governor in Council than are actually 
taken bv Parliament itself. On a very 
importa1it matter of this kind one cannot 
allow a Bill which is of far-reaching import­
ance to the majority of the Ill'ople, parti­
cularly to the trading corarnunity. to pan 
without making a violent protest against 
that particular pro,·ision. 

The Pn,E~HER: Do vou know that that verv 
provioion is in the i<ew Zealand Act? · 

1\fr. COOP.ER: I have no knowledge of 
it, but I fail to see that hon. members should 
bow down and pass any Act simply because 
it is brr·>ed on an Act that has been passed 
in Ne,·.· Zealand. 

The PRDIIER: Your leader said that the 
provi>ions of this Dill largely followed the 
New Zealand Act. 

:111-. COOPER: If the Premier did copy 
the T\c·w Ze~land Act in this respect, then he 
copied a principle which is entirely wrong. 

The P HEo'IER : It is an experiment, and it 
is son10thing 1Yhich may be found un\vorkable. 

:\1r. COOPER: It is a ··onderful experi­
rncnt "\Yhjch givf'-:; po\Yf~l' to the C ovcrnor in 
Council to repeal this Bill although it is 
pa,,. Pd by Parliament. Surely that should 
not bo- permi:;;;sible in anv nu~.tsur0 passed b".-' 
this Houee ! ' • 

The PnmmER : The Governor in Councii 
f:an repeal a.n Order in Council ·1i anv tinH' 
h~· prodan1atioJJ. · 

Mr. COOPER: That is ;c11 cntirelv different 
t.hing .. Tl1at: gjvcs Parli~nH~nt powCr to knovv 
"'<V hat. 1s !w1ng done; but, \Vhen po\ver it~ 
prov1dul, '" it is in this Bill, to give the 
Go•.-crnor in Council power to take out this 
particulnr cla~s of n1ortp,-ag ·. that particular 
cL 3S o{ rnortgageJ and smnc other particular 
c],,ss of mortRa.c;e. then the Government are 
giving Hlt' GoYc•euo;_· in Council a l)O\H'r 

whi~h thi:~ J-Ion~r' in the rnain does not intend 
to gn'c:. and, if J his Ji ouse spoke as it should. 
1t '' ould r•:c that this particular clau'iJ lw 
nxciscd. Thi,, 11ariiculnl· clause :is claus0 3 
(b). Suffic ·Pnt pOIYcr i~ conferred on the 
Gon·rnor i11 f'o,lncil under that chuse to 
nullify the whole intention of Parliament. 
If the Pr0rni0r is prepared to take that clans<' 
out of tlw Bill, 'H' ,,·ill, at the proper 
momn_1t, sec how ~ar, he is. pr0nared to kePp 
fa1th m that partlcn1ar chrechon. 

TL,). 1naH'"'r of lhc C'OHJ1lnl:30J'Y protection 
of thr-sr:· pC'op10 i n~ th0 T>}~:,LiC'l: ~a·,- . ~')lllf'­
thing jn th0 1!aturc of an f'xp·Yil;F 'lL I 
~-ouLI lP.Ye be' -,n n1uch better pl< .•d if t\l' 
ho:n. yontkLlHil had ai'f-oncll'cl to this Bi11 
earlier in th' ·C''· ion. becan~c it !· a n- tH·'r 
of g,_·cat inJnnl·tanc,, to HHlllY Tn 
rnorP than 0110 f ::ntrc in · r t:-1te 
a.g0nt_..: al'tl otl'c-r pt'oph: ··sho hold n1ortr· age" 

in0; for all th . ·rr -..1-0r1 h 1o g.r-t 
throuq;h or taJ;;:Ptl np bcfcn~ 

lr:i-. ..-rh0 'Ji1l 1::; ne.: 

Tilll. 

( '\ll ffl<"~ 

lwfm·" ':hi' 

J.lr. ~'I\X\\-ELL: It dab·~ frorn ·.he 1st 
.A~u.g_-nst. 

2\Tr. rOOP~H: So 1or:_G as t1H')' ( i,~l DOn· 

elude f 1lf~ir bu·inf· ..; b(·fo-;_·(~ th~:;; I111l bcccJIYt.P'; 
la'iY, thr~~- hrcn ac;f'urcd by l0g-nl pCO}llo 
th1f ih0' \Yi!J b0 in ('Y('r \Y{l:i,T 

1f'r<:1. Prcn1ier kno·,·s that. }It? TDU··b 
have kno\Yn that representations have been 

[Jlr. Cooper. 

made to him in that direction, and that. 
dating this provision back to the 1st August 
is not sufficient to protect people whose fore­
closures will he absolut 0 ly completed before 
the pa·, .. ing of this measure. The Premier 
muot have had representations made to him 
()n the subj c et, 

The PnE~IIEH: No. 

~Ir. COOPER: Protests have been made 
at more than ono n1eeting on this very sub­
jcd: and the Premier must kno\Y that th< 
provision in this Bill is not sufficiently strong 
to protect the people who arc being fore­
closed. 

The PHE;liiER : Do you know of one case? 

:11L COOPER : I can give the hon. gentlc­
!nan rnorc than onC'. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PJJBLIO INSTRUCTION : 
You ca1mot get an order for foreclosure 
novv. 

:Yir. COOP EH : Since the 1st July these 
people have been doing their best to get 
matters fmalisPd because they knew of the 
approach of this measure. :Many people who 
have- paid more than half the purchase money 
1m.Yabl0 on hon1c~ and who an; in arren,~~s 
to the PxtPEt of a. fc:rw weeks only are In 
imminent peril of ]o,ing their homes because 
this Bill yeas not attended to carli<'r in t,he· 
s0ssion. 

·:,rr. :\1AxwnL interjected. 

:\Tr. COOPEH: "-\fter all, opinions arc 
~tH'rf'1v individual opinions, anti the man 
\Yho no opilJ1on of h1s O\Yn~and I sug-
;(C<t t thr hon. member who interjects 
haR r"!o opinion, and ahv Lys takes some-

cl.::.p'~ oninio_n for his O\Yn-has not the 
of th~ it.JiYidual who has an opinion 

nf his own. 
rrhc THE.\.Sl"U.,..:H : -y cu know you. got Logged 

jn-<t a .littlP IYh1lC' aq-o. (LaughtE'r.) 

:vir. COOPER,: Tf I were bogged, I would: 
Hot appeal to t.hf' 'l'reasurPl' to pnll 1110 out, 
hPcauf'0. ~o far as financia 1 n1at.t.ers of thP 
State "r _-. c, ncc·rned-and indc0d so far as 
r::n tnc~ ·J 1nattcrs gen0rally go-no person has 
floundered more often than has the Treasurer 
of this State. As the hon, member for 
1,]rpgory ~<ti{l, hi tt1ilboard has never been 
out of thf' r:n.t1C~L 1-Iis fig::ucs hav,. bcon 
nothing bnt " con since the first time he 
p\·er drn H with them. and nobodY is able· 
\-et. to undPr:-tand the bvroads into vvhich he 
~Ucmpts to leul this F{ouso in an GXT1lana­
t tc n of his fignl' .'s. 1-Io,vcver. I must not 
dilate on thn,t matter. and, so that I ma.v 
not hr ~1rcu~c(l of can:::.i11g- an~r H1H1U0 delay 
in th0 of this 1nea~urc which is so 

I \V~!J llr~J'f~ 
Inn£ \Yhich is 

thf' rwo:11P r:->f QtlC't:nsland nlav.r I ',\V, 
;yhy I point out te the Premier that it is 

too late to rH- tJ1is a full f1'Jd 

B-ilL b~· mLklng it apply to all 
If tTH' hon. g:ntlernnn 

,..,.i11 sur-h an arn0.ndm0nt as rendi1y 
necopt a,::J nmcndm0nt in 
then I shall be indood 

Quc<;:'.tinn-" Th~:.t Bi1l b---. now- read a 
~r:-rOncl tim .. 8 "-put pa~.;;-:d. 

C( ~1~idcrnt1on of • he~ Dill in Con1n1ittcc 
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

Tho House adjoumed at 9.10 p.m. 




