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FRIDAY, 10 OCTOBER, 1930~ 

The SPEAKER (Hon. C. Taylor, Windsor) 
took the chair .at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIOKS. 

SocTH AcSTRALIAN PoLICE REPORTS ON CoN­
necT OF SAILORS OF DUTCH \VARSHIP 
VrsrTIXG AcSTRALIA. 

:Mr. DASH (Jfundinqb"rm), for Mr. 
BEDFORD (Warreqo), asked the Home 
Secretary-

" In view of the report of the South 
Australian police on the conduct of the 
sailors of the Dutch warship visiting Aus­
tralia, and the later report of a stabbing 
affray in S:·dney in which Dutch men-o'­
warsmen were implicated, will he 
instruct the police specially to guard 
against the repetition of such disturb­
:Jnces in Brisbane during the visit of the 
Dutch ship?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Pcter,,on, Xarmanby) replied-

" The matter \vi!! rcceiYe a!! necessary 
attention from the Gommi sioner of 
Police and his olficers.'' 

l\1R. HERBERT. " THE VIGILANTS," AND UNION 
TRuSTEE CoMPANY. 

Mr. A. JO::-ms (Burke) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. Is the l\Ir. Herbert, president of 
the Taxpayers' Association, who recently, 

as spokesm'ln for a body known as ' The 
Vigilants,' on a deputation to the Pre­
mier, suggested, according to the metro­
politan press of 8th October last-

' ... reduction of civil service, re­
moval of railways from political con­
trol, utilisation of the unemployment 
relief fund in work which would be 
reproductive, the amendment of Acts 
affecting th~ Brisbane City Council, 
reduction of the number of members 
of State Parliament, the reduction of 
the number of free scholarships to 800 
or 1,000, with free choice of school, 
and reduction of taxation or a declara­
tion bv the Government that it would 
not illcrcase taxation ... ' 

the assictant manager of the Umon 
Trustee Company of Australia, Limited? 

"2. "\Yere the -Gnion 'Tru:;tee Cotn­
pany of Amtralia, Limited. in 1925, 
pro:secutcd for furnishing false income 
tax returns and fined, as a result, £100 
and over £2,0!JO double tax? 

" 3. Die! the LT ui,~n Trustc~ Company 
of Auotralie", Limited, plead guilty of the 
char'{e of furnishing false returns? 

" 4. Ts imprioonment th" penalty under 
Englioh law for this offence? 

"5. \Vas Mr. Herbert employed in the 
capacity of 'lf·.sistant manager or in any 
other capa,'itv by the Union Trust,,e 
Company of Australia, Limited, during 
the years 1922.23·24-25?" 

The PRE'\IIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
Aubiyny) replied-

" 1. I be Iieve so. 
"2 to 4. The Chief Secretary's Depart­

rncllt does not deal with income tax 
matters. 

"5. I do not know." 

~h:.\T IXD<:STRY J' l.mn .\XD Is:mE oF DEnEN-
1THES FOR Pc;ncHASE OF SwrFTS' MEAT­
wonKs. 

Mr. BULOOCK 
Premier-

(Barcoo) asked the 

" 1. When is the Meat Board arising 
out of the purchase of Swifts' meatworks 
to be appointed? 

" 2. \Vhen are the debentures to cover 
purchase price to be issued?" 

The PHEMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
A 11biqny) replied-

" 1. Probably larly next year. 
" 2. \Yhen they become due under the 

Act.'' 

CRITTO'<~I OF TREASURER'S BUDGET BY 
" TELEGRAPH" ~E1NSPAPER 

Mr. KIRIV.-\?-J (Brisbane) asked the 
Tr(':1.SUr2r-

" 1. Has he read a series of articles 
appearing in the 'Telegraph ' severely 
criticising tho taxation proposals appear­
inc; in the Budget, and suggesting 
alternatiYe proposals? 

"2. Has he given any consideration 
to the proposals outlined in the articles 
mentioned, and what action, if any, does 
he propose to take to recast the 
Budget?" 
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The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
TVynnum) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. I alwa vs read with great interest 

any proposals that are outlined either 
by the "Telegraph" newspaper or an}­
other leading journal." 

SUSPENRIO"" OF STAJ'\DING ORDERS. 

\YAYS AND MEAX8-TAXATION PROPOSALS. 

The PRRMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
Aubigny): I beg to move-

" That so much of the Standing Orders 
be snspendcd as would otherwise prevent 
the ree0iving- of resolutions from the 
Committee of Ways and :Means on the 
same day as they shall have passed in 
that Committee." 

This will not deprive hon. members of any 
nf th0ir rights, but will enable the resolu­
tions from Committee of WaYs and Means to 
b·' received on the day on· which lohey are 
pas~cd 1n Com1nitt0e; and that witl enable 
hon. members to get the Finance Bills a day 
···•nlier than otherwise would bfl tho case. 
rh~s -., .. i11 give hon. mcn1hers a longer time 
:o cron•icler the proposals before a discus­
ion of the Bills takes place. 

~>Ir. W. FORGAN S:VIITH (.llackay): The 
Pre1nier intin1at0s that the carr;.ring of the 
rnot.ion 'vill not drpriYe hon. mcn1bers of an 
opportu:1ity of disrus··ing the Finance Bills; 
that the rccei,·ing of the resoltttion·· on the 
oan1e: d -,,7 on vi· hi eh thov are carried in Corn~ 
mittee ,;.;u permit the 'Bills to be cuculated 
and dcb>Lted the following day. Provided 
that that is carried out, there is no serious 
objection to the proposal. It is a method 
that has been adopted in previous y<>ars; but 
ir must be rcnwm bore-cl that the resolutions 
Oll this occasion will be of outstanding 
import11 ne~ to the whole of Qurenslancl, 
bcc.am., atbtched to these resolutions will be 
taxation propo"al~ r£ far-reaching conse­
qucnce cffcding the lives and wellbeing of 
llw people. Consequently, I would oppose 
very strenuouslv any attempt· to rush the 
Finance Bi!Js through on th!' same evening 
on ·wh1ch thl' rt'so1u,tions \verc carried. Taxa­
tion proposals. involvinf' nrobabh· three Bills. 
require to be thoroughly understood and 
full_,- disctbsccl. Provid«d that the Premier 
as. ur. us that '"' opportunity will be given 
fm a full discm-ion, there can be no objec­
tion to the motion. 

Th • PREOliER : I do not wish to curtail 
dj .,·ussio;l. 

Hr. W. FORGA-:"T S:SHTH: l:'nder those 
circumst:1ncc '· I do not object to the motion. 

Qur'tion put and passed. 

SlTPPLY. 

l''rxA~. CIAJ> S1'A'l'E::..rE~T-REstn.rPTION OF DEBATE. 

(Jir. llob. rt , Hrr.;t Toou·oomin. in the chair.) 
('ncr :·ion stated-

" Thot th,•re be granted t 1 His Majesty, 
for the son-ice of the year 1930-31, a sum 
IWt cxceedinp: £7)0 to clefrny tho salary 
of the Aide-do-Cmnp to His Excellency 
thL' Go\ "_,rnor.'' 

&fr. KIRWAN (Bri.o!FDc): The debate, as 
might Jmvo b'-0n exp0cted on such an 
important Financinl Statement as that 
delivered by the 'Treasurer on this occasion, 

[Hon. A. E. 1J!Joore. 

has led to a discussion of the financial posi­
tion from various viewpoints. 

Some hon. members opposite seem to forget 
that they A.rc sitting behind a Governme_nt. 
One would imagine that they still occupied 
the Opposition benches, and were assailing 
the Budget of some Labour Treasurer, 
instead of being called upon to defend that 
of their own Treasurer, and to point out 
wherein thev have succeeded on the lines 
thev so ofte~ indicated when sittin,- on this 
sic!~ of the Chamber. Some hon ~members 
opposite have ta]wn to sne:ri'?-g at hon. m<;m­
bers who have nsen on this side by referrmg 
to them as " ~oap-box" and " gin-case " 
orators, and in one or two instances speeches 
have been described as being similar to those 
which can be heard in the Domain. I do 
not kllow that hon. members opposite have 
given us a great deal of enlightenment on 
the financial position by their speeches; 
qvitc a number of them have been a rehash 
o[ what thev discussed on various platforms 
during the 'last election campaign Other 
!ton. members opposite have thrown o~t. an 
S.O.S. signal to members of the Opposit;on. 
Thcv have said. "In the present serious 
position of the State, it is your business to 
co-operate with the Treasurer and the 
Governn1cnt generally in an endeavour to 
straighten out the financial conditions." 

It might not be inappropriate just here to 
refer to what is IiOW a fully realised prophecy 
contained in a statement made by the 
cx-Socretarv for Public Lands. J\fr. Dunstan, 
after the l,ast general el0ction. In a state­
ment to the "Dailv Standard" of 17th May, 
1823, Mr. Dunstan "said.-

" The Nationalist-Countrv Party in 
Quecnolancl has boon returnc'd on its o!'-th 
to soln' the unemployment problem WI_th­
out lengthening the hours, lov-:ermg 
\vag-~;s, or distnrbing the conditions and 
living standards which Labour ha,s f'stab­
lishHl during thfl past fourteen years. 

"The Nationalist-Country Party Go­
vernment will find many difficult prob­
lems to lwndlc, but the most difficult will 
be to liYe up to its promises. How so?n 
it will rove~! the true inwardness of Its 
policy n s affecting the workers remains to 
be seen." 

Tho:-:e '"·ords were prophetic; they have beon 
n a li, ·cl in every detail. The prophecy ven­
tured bv the then Secretary for Public Lands 
--that hon. 1:wmbcrs oppos'ite would find con­
,irh rabic diflicnlt:v in fulfilling their promises 
~lw. been I"calised to the fullest extent; and, 
v•:hat is more, the true inwardness of their 
pc!icy to whicl; he then referred. has b~en 
revealed by thmr general attJtude 111 sla?h.mg 
,., ages and in dtacbng the standard of hvmg 
conc1itions. 

A spc :eh made by the hon. mcmb_er f~r 
Bnlirnha during the election camp<:11gn IS 
singularly appropriate at this stage. ~Vhen 
speaking- at the Picture The_atre a~, B.ulm;.b~; 
:Mrs. Loagman. c.s reported m the Courwr 
oi 4th }\fa:v, 1!?29. F'tid-

" She ridiculed the Labour cartoons 
an.cl leaflets whi<'l were being beoadcast 
to the people, and appealed to the elec­
tors to use their common sense and not 
be gull,cd bv such malicious lie~. They 
had' been tofd that if ' 11rs. Longman and 
her gang' wcr<e returned, the people would 
be depriYed of all their rights. She had 
been referred to as a ' soulless Tory.' 
It was pitiful that any party should be 
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reduced to such tactics. She had met 
manv men and women in Bulimba who 
were" living on the dole, and litt'le grow­
ing children were not receiving enough 
nourishment. 

"A \Noman's Voice: They give us a 
tin of condensed milk now. 

" Mrs. Longman: The children of 
Bulimba should be getting fresh milk. 
Various excuees had been put forth 
for the appalling unemployment. Mr. 
Wright had blamed the drought and the 
Citv Council. It was foolish to compare 
Queen·~l11nd-a young, undeveloped coun­
trv-with Great Britain when consider­
ing unemployment. 

" It was principally bad administration 
that was responsible for unemployment."' 

It might rcasor.;1b!y be asked-after seventeen 
months of the administration of the National­
ist-C0untrv .Partv-how it is that the unem­
ployment "problc•;n has to-day grown out of 
all proportion to that which previously existed 
i.1 this State during any period of depression 
in its past history. 

l\Ir. MAXWELL: You kno\Y the reason. Why 
not be honest about it? 

Mr. KIR\Y \1\: I know the rea,.on. \Ve 
haYe found that the promises made by the 
hon. member for Toowong and the other 
Government candidates during the last 
general election 'l\ ere nothing short of mis­
statements, and now that thev have got pos­
session of the rein.') of govcn~1mcnt they a're 
unab](, to solve the unemplo:yment problem. 

We had the spectacle last night of the 
hon. member for Nundah making one of 
the mo t extraordinary speeches that have 
m·cr been delivered from the Government 
side, inasmuch as he endeavoured to prove 
Pot only that the position in Queensland 
to-day was the result of the financial posi­
tion in Australia. but also that we are feel­
in£, the effeci ., of the fmancial position in 
the world gcnerall~~. Yet, when the Labour 
l'arty and their candidates and responsible 
spokesmen said during the last general elec­
ti-o-n ca1npaign that the \VOrkers of Queons­
lm1d would be very fortunatA if they wore 
able to hold thc- conditions which they then 
('njoye-d, \Ve \vcro riQJculcd by hon. mem­
bers opposite, who said, " Put u~ in power 
and en'ry bo:, will get a ~hance; cYcry girl 
will got a chance; evc~ry unemployHd man 
and rmer,'J)loyed woman \vill be in a job; 
JHOspcrity will reign throughout the length 
end breadth of Quecnslrmd; we will show 
you what c r>ro able to do although the 
Labonr Party has said that it is not poo­
sible to improve the existing conditions." 

I mentioned at the outset of my speech 
that hon. members opposite seemed still to 
imagine that they arc on the Opposition 
benchc,. That remurk in singularly appro­
foriatc as applied to the speech of the hon. 
member for Wide Bay. I lookPd up that 
hon. member's statements just after the last 
election, and I find that, speaking at Mary­
bnrough-my native town-he delivered him­
self thuc, according to the " Courier " of 
15th May, 1929-

" ·The people have had quite enough 
of experimental legislation. Mr. Moore 
has now a large following of men who 
have been successful in business ca,reers,' 
said Mr. E. H. C. Cla:vton, the success­
ful candidate for Wide Day, to-day. 
' The execution of l\1r. Mooro's policy 

will be the means of all sections enjoy­
ing greater prosperity, and confidence 
will be restored. Men with capital to 
invest now will introduce more money 
into industry, and not put it into gilt­
edged securities, as they are doing at the 
present time. With the restoration of 
confidence industry will be given a 
fillip.," 

l'dr. CLAYTON: Hear, hear! I stand up 
to cvcrv word cf it. You were responsible 
fo<" fou'rteen vears of misgovernment, and 
then vou expect us to clean up the mess in 
sL·Yenfeen n1onths. 

.Hr. KIRW A::"-J: And the hon. member 
sn. ys " Ilea r. hear ! " Seventeen months 
a.ftP~ this prophecy was uttered by the hon. 
member there is less confidence in Queens­
land th~n at any other period during the 
r,•,st twenty years. There is no need for 
nw to quote what the Premier said in an 
intr rview when he returned from Canberra, 

reported in the daily press. It is suffi­
cient to sa v that the hon. gentleman used 
1 rogua...-e aimost identical with that of the 
hen. mcrHber. and prophesied equal results. 
Thcv have not arrived, and the reason is to 
b f'ot•.nd large]} in the bungling administra­
ti.m of the pl'c>scnt Government. 

It m 'Y not be amiss to discuss the position 
that has bcc,l brought about in Australia 
fc,l!owin 1 .. the policy of the squand~rmania 
of th" l3rv.c~-Page Government dunng t_he 
six vcars tlwy were in control of the affaus 
of t'hc Commonwealth. Hon. members will 

,:;(' that I arn. using an cxpre~7"ion ·which was 
r·"cd b\ the hon. member for Fassifern, and 
'· !ic,h "is particularly appropriate. The first 
Huclg,·t of the Bruc<::-Page Government was 
for f.-19,000,000; the last Budget was for 
£0+.000.000-an increase in six years of 
±:15.0{)0 000. In the Federal Public Works 
J)Qpart~lent the cxp0nditure increa,scd from 
£31,745.COO to £89,803,000, an increase of 
£E8.058.001 Oversea liabilities were in­
c•·ca .cd by £43,000,000 per year. It is not 
to be expected that such expenditure would 
not have its result; and earh~ in 1928 there 
"as c,·idcnco in .i.nstralia that a period of 
J. ;)l'( s.:~ion '\Y,J,3 setting in. The Federal Go~ 
n rnn_cnt adoptt'd the attitude of believi~g 
tllcct it would disappear very soon, and m 
0-:t::ber. 1923, the then Federal Treasurer, 
IJr. Ear]e Page, in tho course {]£ an official 
st'ttemeuL to the press, definitely declared 
tl:at the clouds of depression were disappear­
ing, and that it would not be long before 
cT,TorythiHg in the garden was lovely,, and 
th. t in Au..tralia, both from the pomt of 
Yie'.-: of n:<tional expenditure and that of 
conln1€·r{"5 anci industry g·encrally, there vvas 
rocthing to fear. That depression did n?t 
r .~, "''ay. but became more aggravated m 
it.; cfiects throughout the length and breadth 
0f Australia. 

\Ye arc seriously told that a combination 
o[ commercial training and business experi­
ence is nccessar, to equip the individual who 
asrJi1·cs to responsible position in Govern­
ments in both the State and Federal sphere; 
and the wonderful Bruce-Page Government, 
which ''as allco;ed to possess all the esse;>­
tird training, decided to invite the "B1g 
Four," as thev ''.ere generally knmm, from 
Great Britain to Australia with a view to 
investigating and suggesting to the Prime 
1-fini::;tcr and his ·Govcrnrnont the necessary 
steps to be taken to place Au.,tralia upon 
a correct financial foundation. The " Big 
Four " duly arriYcd, and visited var1ou~ 

lvlr. Kirwan.] 
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parts of Australia in a somewhat hurried 
manner. Certainly they did not have a great 
deal of time at their disposal; but it is 
generally admitted that they made the best 
use of that time. The Commonwealth 
Government and the State Governments of 
Australia placed all the available data and 
information at the disposal of these gentle· 
men who were regarded as the representa­
tive~ of the leading commercial interests 
of Great Britain; and, having thoroughly 
inve.otigate<l the position in Australia, they 
made certain recommendations thereon. I 
have no doubt that hon. members opposite 
have rud the report of this British Economic 
Commi'sion-a most important document. 
They had a great deal to say about the 
tariff policy of Australia, the large irriga­
tion works under construction, soldier settle­
ments, and our railway systems; but the 
matter to which I desire to draw particular 
attention is their remarks upon the finan­
cial position of Australia. In their report 
011 this matter submitted in 1929, they Hid-

" Our final conclusion in regard to Aus­
tralia's finance is that her creditors have 
no cause whatever for present anxiety, 
bec~use she is still borrowing well within 
bor a~tual and potential resour.ces, but 
we are of opinion that she has not in 
past years always borrowed ,,isely, and 
that she has pledged to too great an 
extent those future resources, and mort­
gaged to? deeply that future prosperity 
upon wh1ch she can reasonably reckon 
thus throwing the burden of her borrow~ 
ings upon future generations who will 
have their own ne0ds to meet." 

That comment was made by the commission 
m 1929; and six or eight months later ... \.us­
traii;c was engaged up'?n an unexpected 
Federal election campaign following the 
defeat of the Nationalist Government on a 
propo.sal to amend the industrial laws of 
Australia in a most important particular. 
The then I'rimo Minister-Mr. Bruce-went 
to the country, and met his politinl \Vater loo. 
Str;>ngo to say, there followed what appeared 
to ne a general slump in Australian stocks. 
The re':son for that slump is hard to under­
stand, m v~ow of the fact that six or eight 
months pnor to that date the British 
Economic CoJ?lmission representatives of the 
largest linaneia! and commercial interests in 
Gre.at Britain, after thoroughly investi­
gatmg the financial position in Australia 
~eclared that thoro was no cause for anxiety 
m ~hat regard. I say to-day, and I say it 
dci;b:'rntely, that I believe that the finan­
CJa, mterests in England-in other words 
the great money power-deliberately 
depressed Australian stocks because of the 
f~ct. that th_e polic7 adopted by the 
l\aho~al _P~rhamcnt of Australia was not 
to thmr hkmg. 

Mr .. W. A. RrsSELL: Did they also depress 
Amenean stocks? 

Mr. KERn : And Now Zealand stocks? 
The 'fREAScRER : I think that is a verv 

rc:;retbble statement to be made by a 
responsible member of Parliament. 

:Mr. KIRW AN: I just wanted the "bite" 
that I got. The hon. gentleman has bitten· 
an~ I propose later to quote remarks i~ 
wh1c~ he _condemned. the very same thing, 
aP:d m '"hiCh ~e particularly condemned the 
n:Isr~prescntatiOn of a leading British finan­
cial Journal concerning the financial position 

[Mr. Kirwan. 

in Austnt!ia. For the moment I propose to 
quote from t,he " Trade and Finance " 
column of the " Brisbane Courier." 

'I'he gentleman who writes that column in 
the " Courier " is well known to most of 
u:-.. 1-Io is certainly known to the occupants 
of the front Government bench and the late 
Treasurer. Ho is an authority on financial 
matters, and is recognised as such in his 
writings in this press. He is fair and 
impartial in his comments. The writer is 
l\lajr,!·-General Spencer Brm\ ne. In the 
"Courier " of 6th l\llarch la<>:t he wrote this 
Y..:,ry llHportant and enlightened paragraph, 
and, fron1 \vhat l know oi that gentleman 
and the jomnal he writes for, he would not 
1nake tho ~~tate1nent containc::l in this para­

, graph unless he had sornc authentic and 
authoritat:Ye ~our-c"J o£ inforrnation. Ho 
·~a vs~ 

~ "Private as ·well as public advicf"3 
indicate that very large sums were lost 
and mad,• over the recent slump in 
.Australian SC'curities on tho London 
Stof'k Exchange and the rathe-r sensa­
bona! rcYival. It is said that when the 
drop had taken the stocks to " sufficiently 
attractiye le' cl there was heavy buying 
by in.-urancc and tru~t companies and 
c ther big in Ye, tors, and that quite a 
considerable an1ount of investment on 
\.mcrican and Duteh account took place. 

The rise, \Vhcn it ramc, after the assur­
I1llce of the Prime l\linistcr and the 
I<'ederal Treasurer that Australia would 
meet her interest payment' promptly, 
and would not have to ask for overseas 
help in her conversions of internal loans, 
was of from £2 to £10 on the various 
stocks, and those who had the wisdom 
to buy on the low quotations made very 
large profits. Scme few sold at the 
peak price of the recovery, but the 
majority held and are enjoying a return 
better than is obtainable on any equal 
quality ;,to~k on the market. In some 
quarters in London it is considered that 
the drop in Australians was Yery cleverly 
cngi11eered for spccul atiYe. purposes, and 
that unwarrantably pessimistic statements 
made in this country formed the chief 
propaganda in the scheme. One state­
ment which was effectively used to 
' bear ' the market was from the 'Times' 
-a statement reproduced in this column 
-to the effect that unless conditions in 
Australia impro.-ed ~that is, conditions 
of finance-it might be found necessary 
to arrange ovcrsca for part of the 
maturing lo-ans. It is said that even 
the London invitation or challenge to 
the Prime .Ylinister to make a statement 
as to the prospect of interest payments 
and internal loan conyersions \Vas care­
fully plotted and timed. It is no new 
thing in big financial centres to find 
spcculati>e elements S'"ift to take advan­
tage of any suggestion -of a country's 
ilnancial difficultio,. The practice is as 
olcl as the hills." 

That statement is 11ot mv ctatement. It is 
a statmnrnt appearing u in a responsible 
journal in the city of Brisbane. written by 
n gcntlcn1an \vho is rerognised as one of 
th' financial authorities in Brisbane. This 
pEculiar condition and 'ltate of affairs 
brought about in London appears all the 
more siranp;e when considen~d in the light 
of statements made at tho end of February, 
when Sir Robert Gibson. chairman of direc­
tors of the Commonweidth Bank, shipped 
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7,000.000 sovereigns to the other side of the 
world in an endeavour to balance the 
position. The London "Daily Telegraph," 
which is evidently one of those papers which 
po"ess little regard for Australia, is ever 
unmindful of the part Australia played in the 
war. Reference has been made during this 
debate by an hon. member on this side of the 
Chamber to the fact that during the war Aus­
tralia supplied foodstuffs and war material 
in Britain, and did no profiteering on those 
supplies. Among other articles we supplied 
sugar· and meat. I was in this Chamber 
v:hen the Denham Administration, of which 
the Treasurer \vas a n1en1ber, put a Bill, 
which had been cabled by the Imperial Go­
Ycrnment to the Government of Queensland, 
through all its stages in one day. That 
l<ill had for its effect the commandeering of 
tho meat snpplies in Queensland for Britain 
and her allies. 

That meat was sold to the British Govern­
ment at 6d. or 7d. per lb., whereas Argen­
tina was selling meat at the time on the 
London market at ls. 3d. per lb. \Ye know 
the prices at which our wool was sold; 
and, if my recollection is correct, there was 

a statement recently in the Aus­
[11 a.m.] tralian press that it was reputed 

that dm·ing the war over 
£200.000,000 hac! been made by the British 
GoYernment or by those controlling the wool 
n1arkr-t in Great Britain, representing the 
difference in the 11rice paid to Australia and 
the price et which the wool \vas sold to the 
Inanufacturers. 

There is no need for me to refer to the 
rally of the Australian m.tnhood durini\' the 
war; and, when we remember all the things 
that were rlone by ~lustralia-done cheer­
fully and willingly during the most. trying 
period of British history-surely we in Aus­
tralia have the ,right to expect fair play; we 
do not ask for conceso<ions. Sixtv thousand 
of our men lie buried on foreign .. soil; they 
gave their live• to protect the financial 
interests of those gentlemen whom to-day 
we ask to play the game with Australia. 

It is interesting to recall the following 
<'xtrart from the Brisbane " Courier " of 
28th February last:--

"LONDON VIEWS. 

" NEW TARIFF A PRDIARY FACTOR. 

"London, 27th February. 
" The ' Daily Telegraph ' in another 

article headed ' Finance Crisis in Aus­
tralia' cit<>s the opinion of an unnamed 
director of one of the principal com­
mercial associations that the news 
should be a warning to exporters and 
shippers to Australia to go warily. 
'Australia's difficulties have become 
worse,' states the article, 'but these are 
not entireh- duo to the fall in wool and 
wheat nrices. One of the nrimary factors 
was Mr. Scullin's new tariff, the effect of 
which was to make it more difficult for 
Amtralia to obtain, as in the past, finan­
cml means for her deYelopment. Until 
the Commonwealth Government realised 
that by re,tricting imports they were 
soriomJy depleting the Customs revenue 
previously enjoyed, there was little 
likelihood of an improvement in the 
financial position.' " 

There we have the "nigger in the woodpile." 
That is why these people are using the 
money power to-day in a deliherate attempt 

to dictate our policy as a self-governing 
Dominion. These people are anxious that 
we should have in the Commonwealth a 
tariff that will allow them to flood this 
country with their manufactures. Their 
troubles as to whether we are able to start 
secondary industrie' ! 

Mr. MAXWELL: You want to kill them, 
and then you want them to help you ! 

Mr. KIRWAN: I do not want to kill 
them; and I resent the hon. member for 
Toowong attempting to misrepre;ent any 
statements I haYe made. I have stated 
deliberately and as clearly as I can that 
all Australia wants to-day is fair play. I 
hope to show that, judging by the treat­
ment mr ~ed out by British capitalists to 
foreign countries, ''Te have not received fair 
play. 

The attention of the Treasurer was drawn 
to the newspaper extract from the artide in 
the " Daily Telegraph," which I havu 
rruotccl. and in the " Brisbane C<mrier " of 
28th Fcbruarv last the hon. gentleman is 
reported as Saying-

" This morning I read with feelings 
of regret the statPnwnt made by one of 
the leading London journals in regard to 
Australia's financial position. It will 
be remembered that, on my return from 
the last two or three meetings of the 
Australian Loan Council, I have taken 
the public into my confidence by st,ating 
that I believed that. as a result of the 
knowledge obbined at those confer­
encE~. the financial position was serious."' 

The Brisbane " Daily r>Iail" of the samo 
date published the following statement in 
regard to the matter : -

" ' It is a revival of calamitv-howling 
on news that is stale in financicil circles,' 
was how one Brisbane banker yester­
dav charactBris8d the recent publicity 
gi~en to British criticism of the position 
in Australia. 'Everybody knows,' con­
tinued this authoritv, whose view was 
supported bv two other bankers, ' that 
credits are heavily depleted in London, 
th't the banks are shoro of money, and 
that importers have been subjected to 
a system of rationing that has hit them 
very hard indeed; but to talk about 
credit being unobtainable is as foolish 
as it is untrue. 

" The banks of Australia believed 
that, with the co-operation of the 
Federal and State Governments, the 
financial position could be restored to a 
sound and satisfactory footing. The 
situation was bv no means as hopel<'"S 
as the British" critic would have the 
world belieYe.' " 

It is rather strange that certain English 
newspapers, including certain leading jour­
nals, as the Treasurer terms them, should 
take particular delight in saying things 
about Australian credit which are not true, 
especially when they had as evidence this 
statement issued bv Sir Robert Gibson as 
long- ago as 8th Febrl.larv last-twenty days 
before the paragraph I have already quoted 
appearecl in the " Courier "-

" 'rho chairman of the Commonwealth 
Bank. Sir Robert Gibson, annoUI,cing 
to-dav the bank's dcr.ision to ship 
£7,0o'O,OOO in gold to London, expressed 
the confident opinion of his board that 

.lJ!Ir. Kirwan.J 
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Australia is sound at heart, will over­
come her present difficulties, and will 
meet her obligations. 

"The bank hoard has no hesitation in 
sa:; ing that, despite all the :Jifficulti~s 
which at present face Aust'raha, she 1s 
sound at the kernel, and will surmount 
her difficulties and meet her obligations. 
"Without in eny way re.f!ecting upon the 
position of other Dominions, the great 
disparity on the London stock market' 
between Australian securities and those 
of other Dominions is not justified on the 
actual facts, and those who have the 
perspicacity and courage to purchase Aus­
tralian securities on market values of 
to-day probably will have reason to c?n· 
gratnlate themsclYes later on haYmg 
secured very profitable investments." 

That all seems to indicate that there 1s 
something behind this campaign. 

Mr. MAXWELL: vVhat is your opinion? 

JUr. KIRW AN: My opinion is that the 
moneyed powers in Great Britain, which 
control the newspapers which give expression 
to this c]a.'•J of ~riticism which is not justified, 
arc disntisfi~d v·ith the Australian tariff. 
The "Daily Telegraph" says so, and that is 
the journal which led this attack on Aus­
tralian credit. Tf this country were prepared 
to lower its tariff in order to allow these 
people to dispose of their manufactured goods 
here, no douht e~·erything would be all right. 

\Vhcn I was referring to the slump in Aus­
tralian ·tocb, the hon. member for Dalby 
iaterjectcd. "\Vhat about other stocks? " 
I:: is rather stran;.;e that jLJst about the same 
time there srerned to be a financial crisis in 
C~nad:>. Th0y have no Lahour Party in 
Canada. Thcv haYc no Arbitration Court 
there, and rw restrictions on industry. 
Canada is run by a solid, true-blue Conserva­
tive Govcrnm 0 nL Individualism has full 
ran~c there in all its vhascs, and everything 
in the garden is lovely. lTnder those circum­
stanc< ''· one could not reasonably b<elieve that 
such a thing as a financial crisis would occur 
in Canada. It is not a place like Australia, 
where the st·andard of living is so high that 
we are told the production of the country 
c.annot support that standard. Dealing with 
the slump in Canadian inv0stments, the 
"Worbr" of 19th March. 1930, published 
this- · 

" Cnnadian stocks and share", listed 
and unlisted, dropped !act year more than 
£1,000,000,000 (says a message from Van­
couver). In leading industrial issues the 
decline WU' from £540,000,000 to 
£360,000.000, while among mining invest­
ments 118 of the largest companies 
showed a tctal share depreciation of 
£125,000,000.'' 

Nothing like that has happened in \ustralia; 
yet v e have no criticisms in the leading 
London journals regarding the position in 
Canada. In rm remarks I mentioned that 
Wf' were not getting fair treatment from the 
British capitalist, and, in order to prove this 
I intend to quote a list of investments a~ 
published . in the . "Economist," a leading 
financial JOtumd m Great Britain. Those 
who have read this morning's papers know 
that th"'·e is a revolution in full blast in 
Brazil, and the la test ne\> s 's~oms to indi­
cate that the rebels n.re going to meet with 
succPss. ::\finisters opposite should be thank­
ful that they do not live over there, as South 

[.Mr. Kirwan. 

American Republics have rather a sum­
mary way of dealing with ex-Ministers, 
C' -Governors, and ex-Presidents. (Laughter.) 

:VIr. MAHER: That system ought to be intro· 
duccd hem. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRW AN: For the life of me, I 
co.nnot understand iho facetious remark of 
the hon. member for Rosewood. I venture 
the opinion that, if ever that system is intro­
duced into Queensland, the Government 
behind which hon. members opposite are 
sitting noay be the first to suffer under it. 
But, thank Heaven, the British people have 
more up-to-date -and saner methods of deal­
ing with Ministers who are recreant to their 
trust. and that is by hurling thorn from 
power and putting a now Government in 
their place. 

GovERN11ENT ME:UBER8: Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

Mr. KIRWAN: It is a much less costly 
JY1ethod than that adopted by the Latin 
Republics in South America. It also gives 
us ex-::\1ini,ters a chance of getting hack to 
ihe frcnt Treasury benches again; whereas, 
if we 11:ent to the scaffold, in yeara to come 
there might be some little niche in Queens­
land's history about what e did or did 
not do. 

:!Ylr. CLAYTOCof: You used to dodge unom· 
played deputations pretty often, you know. 
(Laughter.) 

l'\'ir. KIRWAN: The hon. member was 
elected to solve the unemployed problem; 
but it is still awaiting a solution. 

I was' speaking of investments by varioue 
British capitalists in Yarious parL of the 
world, and I will quote from the " Australian 
1¥ orker " of 13th August last-

" In the matter of inYestments, other 
than loans to Australian Governments, 
the same preference to foreign countries 
is shown. According to the London 
' Economist ' of last March, the capital 
inYested abroad by British capitalists 
amounted to-

In the Argentina 
In Brazil 
In other South American 

countries 
In Central "\merica 
In non-British countrieq m 

Asia 

'I'ota 1 

£ 
287' 000,000 
40,700,000 

93.800,000 
67,300,000 

76,000,000 

£564,800,000 
The magnificient sum which came to Aus­
tJ alia ~Nas £35,500,000, compared with 
£564,800.000 which wc.nt to foreign coun­
tries. Surely there ought to be some recog­
nition of the part which Australia played 
in assistin~-: Great Britain! If Great Britain 
is desirous of relieving her over-populated 
isles and taking advantage of immigration, 
then it might reasonably be expected that 
tbere is no country more acceptable to send 
the people to than the British Dominions, 
whether to Canada, Australia, or any other 
British Doro~inion. It seems rather .,trange 
tlmt this trc mendous amount of capital of 
oYer £564.000,000 in one year has been 
im·ested in foreign countries not one of 
which flies the British flag. Hero in Aus­
tralia. where the ca1l "as answerod for the 
protection of British interests, involving 
personal sacrifices, surely we might expect 
to get om share of British capital! We ask 



Supply. [10 OCTOBER.) Supply. 1533 

for no more than our share; but that we are 
entitled to. 

\Ve have been told by one or two hon. 
members opposite that the difficulties to-day 
confronting the Treasurer and the Govern­
ruent are due to fourteen years of Labour 
government. If that were so, we might 
look with a certain degree of hope and a 
prospect of learning something from the 
achninistration of the Bruce-Page Govern­
ment in the Federal arena; but we know 
that their administration contributed very 
largely to the present position. 

I want to call attention here to what 
appears to me to be the most extraordinary 
silence of Mr. Bruce. the ex-Prime Minister 
of Australia, who was in Britain the whole 
time these statements reflecting adversely on 
Australian credit and on the possibility that 
Australia would not pay her obligations or 
meet her interest pa?ments were being made. 
The ox-Prime Minister never once opened 
his mouth on the subject. He should be 
proud of his country ; and it should be his 
duty, as it is of every Australian, to ·defend 
hlb country, as any 1nan vnll do when 1t ~s 
attacked; yet, during the whol: of thrs 
c&mpaign of malicious representatrcn 111 the 
financial circ~cs of Britain, this ruan ,;as 
on the spot and never opened his mouth. 
]\' ot one word did he say to reassure the 
investing public of Britain that all was well 
with Australia; that he had only recently 
left her shore i; that he knew his 0\Yll coull­
try, tllld ww, perfectly satisfied that she 

ould stand up to her cbllgatwns and meet 
her liabilitic•, It is rnost significant that 
the cx-Prirne ~Iini:.;tcr o£ .Australia remained 
silent the ,,hole period he was in Britain, 
and rwver uttered one word in defence of 
,ustralia. Evidently he '.vas very sore not 

only at the defeat of his Government but 
aloo on account of his own personal defeat, 
S<) that h'l did not seem to care wh<>thcr 
.\ustralia \YCnt to the dogs or not. 

\Vhat was the position when the Scullin 
G ovcrnment took over the reins of power 
nt Canberra? Contrast the position of our 
Treasurer, walking into his office in George 
street, in which he found about £5,000,000 
of loan money awaiting him, with that of 
Mr. Scuilin and 1fr. Theodore walking into 
the Federal Treasury in Canberra. What did 
thc·y fmd? Let us not forget the essential 
fact thar, when Mr. Bruce came into office and 
Dr. Earle Pa,:;e yyas appointed his Trc·a­
,;urer, they found a surplus of £1,909,000 _left 
them be· the previous Hughes Admrmstratron. 
Let us not forget also that they drssrpated 
it and squandered it extravagantly, amongst 
other things appointing Royal Commissions 
which cost £150,000, and leaving as a monu­
ment to thPir wonderful financial administra­
tion a deficit of over £5,000,000. The 
"Commercial News and Shipping List," 
which is not a Labour paper, published a 
very interesting article on the position in its 
issue of 16th July last-

" When the Scullin-Theodore Ministry 
arrived it found that the financial obli­
gations of Australia had been increased 
from £284,000,000, or £50 Os. 8d. per head 
in 1918 to the coloss.al sum of £494,000,000, 
or £78 12s. 7d. per head. The mess was 
so colossal that the Ministry almost 
regretted that it had won the election. 
The interest bill had increased from 
£12.500,000 sterling in 1918 to £25,750,000 
sterling in 1928, whilst the population 
had increased by approximately a shade 

over 1,000,000 souls. These figures refer 
to only the Commonwealth liabilities, 
and the position is infinitely more ghastly 
if the liabilities of the States are taken 
into consideration. In fact, the total 
liabilities are now over £1,200,000,000-
a sum altogether beyond the capacity of 
the population of 6,250,000 people. 

" To make matters worse, Australia 
was failing to pay her way. Our exports 
of all commodities were insufficient to 
pay the interest on loans or the cost of 
the commodities imported from overseas. 
The deficit on trade with the United 
States ranged from £22,000,000 to 
£28,000,000 per annum for over fifteen 
years. When interest bills fell due and 
loans had to be redeemed, Treasurers 
got rid of the liabilities by the process 
of floating a new loan to pay off old 
liabilities." 

That reminds me of one of the characters 
~{")?ickeus who, when he. gave an I 0 U, said, 

.thank God that's pard." 
.:\Ir. :\IAHER: Micawber. 

:\Ir. KIRIYA);: That's the gentleman who 
\\as always waiting for something to turn 
ttp. I >vould not like to say that the Trea­
surer io in that predicament just now. But 
let me f'mish the article-

" The last days of the Bruce-Page 
"J1inistry heralded the coming crash. 
"\nstralia Logan to find herself hard up. 
ller cxpods dwindled in volume and 
caluc. \\'hen Scullin and Theodore 
ambled into the marble halls of authority 
at Canberra, they met face to face the 
hiderns spectre of national bankruptcy." 

That was the res,dt of six vears of adminis­
tration by :\1r. Brucc-that" gentleman with 
~·reat commercial training-and Dr. Earle 
Pago. I {'.:-tnnot say \vhat commercial train­
ing he had; bnt that Government had a 
lar~;e nurnbcr of supporters who \vere pre­
'nmed to be very well versed in financial 
m.>(tcrs and to have had considerable experi­
cm ' in co".merrial affairs. 'fhe result of six 
year:> of ad;ninist-l'ation of the Federal Go­
VPrnrncnt doo.s not ""t.1pport. th-::· supposition. 
The Sydney "J3ullct.:n." which by no stretch 
of irnagination can be ronsldC'red to be a sup­
! orter of the Labour Part..-, said on lOth 
Juh, 1929-

" In 1925-26 the Brncc-l'age crmvd had 
a smaller revenue and a surplus. The 
present large deficit indicates the Go­
vernment's capacity for constructing a 
big hole at short notice, and falling into 
it head first." 

Sir Edward Lucas, a well-known South Aus­
tralian and prominent Nationalist, who, if 
rny n1cn1ory ~erves me aright, was once 
Ag·ent-Gencral for South .\ustralia-I men­
tion these facts to indicate that he is a 
person of somo importance and weight-­
wrote a letter to the " Adelaide Advertiser," 
the leading journal in that citv, of 16th July 
last, in which he said-

" The Bruce-Page Administration, 
after six years of abounding revenue 
and squandermania, was defeated at the 
polls in November last. a fitting retri­
bution on the most prodigal Government 
the British Empire has ever known, and 
it is >incerely to be hoped that neither 
of these politicians will ever be permittd 
to hold office again in Australia." 

lJir. Kirwan.] 
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Those are some tributes or testimonies-not 
from Labour critics, but from authorities of 
the Nationalist persuasion, who are well 
qualified to express opinions as to the finan­
cial administration of the Commonwealth 
during those six years. 

The "Commercial News and Shipping 
List," in commenting upon the Bud~et pre­
sented to the House of RcpresentaLives by 
Mr. Scullin, said-

" The position of the Government is 
de•morat'e. It has no alternative but to 
inc;ease taxation. It can float no more 
loans if it wished to. Its sole resources 
now are what it can collect from Aus­
tralian pockets in the form of taxation, 
loans, etnd forced contributions.'' 

That was tho position in the Federal sphere 
after six years' administration by a National­
ist Government. 

Hon. members opposite are prone to rise 
in their places and to talk of the terrible 
conditions that existed in Queensland as a 
result of fourteen vears of Labour govern­
ment; but it would- be well for them to con­
sider the results of administration by their 
own parties. I want to say-and to say 
deliberately, and to challenge contradiction­
that the position in Queensland to-day is not 
nearly as serious or as b>td financially as the 
position in any other State or in tho Com­
monwealth where Nationalist Governments 
haYc held swav. If Nationalist Governments 
possessed all th"t wisdom and all that states­
manlike oullook that are presumed to abide 
in such Administrations, then surely there 
would not be the financial mess discovered in 
the Commonwealth sphere, and. which con­
fronted :VIr. Hill upon his arrival at the 
Treasury in Se14th Australia, and which Mr. 
Lang will meet if he is so fortunate as ro 
arrin> at the Treasurv in New South \Vales! 
I often :istencd-as you doubtless did, l\Ir. 
Rcberts-to the condemnation by the present 
Treasurer of the financial administration of 
the Labour Government in Queensland. 
'l'heso remarks by the hon. gentleman are 
contained in thn " Courier" dated 28th 
February, 1930-

" I hope to be able to show, before I 
stop speaking to-day, that, in many mat­
tPrs. ~uecnsland, as a State, is right in 
the \·er_v front. It is certainly very 
encouraging to know that to-day Queens­
land is in a very strong financial posi­
tion.'' 

The Treasurer eaid that after fourteen years 
of Labour administration Queensland was in 
the very front, and was in a very strong 
financial position. Most extraordinary ! This 
testimony from the present Treasurer would 
i1'dicate that the predictions and the remarks 
that he was wont to make from his place on 
the O;>position si•le of this Chamber wore 
onlirel_v v ithout justification. According to 
hie' Ftatcnwnts, Queensland was fast approach­
ing a fJnuxcial crnsh and was on the cd(J'o 
of a precipice; but h.is remarks that I ha~e 
ju::t quc;t-e·d do not bear out Puch an opinion. 
If hi:~ l'Cl:H, rks IYhcn jn oppo~ition had been 
correct. 0ueclls_land would haYP landed in a 
m.__ ~ long and \Yould have r.rone over the 
precipice a, financial erash. 

g-o: 
now to quote the rernarks of a 

who is rcgardct1 in this citv -s 
~hrc1rdest bnsinc, s lllClJ in~ tho 

to his credit be it said h~ 
a caL:unity hov .. ,.lDr. 'IIe 

[Jir. Eim·an. 

has always shown the greatest confidence in 
the State of Qu0ensland, and has shown it 
to no o-reater extent than by his uct of asso­
ciation" with his large business sit17atea in th:e 
Valiey. I refer to Mr. T. C. Bmrne, who Is 
also local chairman of directors of the Aus­
tralian Mutual Provident Society, an assur­
ance and financial institution whose ramifica­
tions extend beyond the confines of this city 
and bevond the confines of Toowoomba-in 
fact, th~oughout the length and breadth of 
this Commonwealth and almost to the 
frontier;. of civilisation. Speaking at the 
annual meeting of the Australian Mutual 
Provident Society in Sydney, whither he 
went as the roprecentative of the Queensland 
board of directo1·s of that society, Mr. Beirne 
said-

" It gives me very much pleasure to 
be present to-day, as representative of 
the board of the Queensland branch, 
and to have the privilege of supporting 
the motion for the adoption of the 
report which has been moved by Sir 
Alfred Meeks. It is universally admitted 
that the Commonwealth, as a whole, has 
been going through a somDwhat trying 
time during the period under review, 
and the end of this lean period is not 
vet in sight. In common with the other 
States Queensland has had her troubles 
to contend with, the chief of which have 
be0n drought and financial stringency, 
with consequent unemployment and 
stagnation in industry. With regard to 
the firstnamed, the clouds have broken 
during the last few months, and the 
drought which for so long has been 
holding·' a large portion of the State in 
its grip, has given place to abundant 
rains, which have covered nine-tenths of 
Queensland. As a result the prospects 
for the cattle sheep, and wool indus­
triE'-,, as \Yell ~s agriculture in its man.y 
branches are bright, and the outlook Is 
1nuch n1~re encourdging from this point 
of Yicw than for some time past." 

Then this paragraph is headed " Optimistic 
Outlook"-

" As a Queenslander I may, perhaps, 
be pardoned for hazarding the opinion 
that my State will emerge from the 
present economic depression sooner than 
some others of the Australian group.'' 

ln the expression of that opinion this gentle­
man joins with the Treasurer, and a man 
o£ his business outlook is to be commended 
in making that statement, because there are 
quite a number of people in this State who 
pay a great deal of attentior: to what !s 
sa,id by the Hon. T. C. Be1rne. He IS 
doubtless one of our most successful business 
rr,en. I remember when he started in a 
humble way in Stanlcy street in the early 
'nineties, and now he is the owner of one of 
the largest emporiums in Queensland. He 
ccntinucd-

" \Ye are loss dependent on secondary 
industries than sorne, and have in con­
scquenc'' fe,·;cr industrial troubles. Our 
w::aith ari·'eS mainlv from the products 
of the soil, and, in' view of the favour­
aLlo nlctcorolog~ic:al e~pericncc during 
the past fc,,- months alrfJady referred to, 
a11d a not UllH'a~onable cxpcntatlon of a 
serif's of following the many 
\'l'Ur~ of frorr1 which rnuch of 
the Stale ha suffered, we aro inclined 
to a modest and reasonable nptimism. 
This optimistic attitude is further 
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justified by the fact that the balance of 
overseas trade in. so far as Queensland 
is concerned has in recent years been 
immensely in her favour.'' 

Just hero it is interesting to note that Mr. 
Beirne ·does not agree with the statement 
so frequently put forward in this Cha~b~r 
bv the hon. member for Toombul. This IS 

vihat Mr. Beirne said in dealing with the 
oYerseas trade in our favour-

" It may surprise you to know that for 
the two vears and seven months ending 
with January last our overseas exports 
exceeded our imports by £24.250,000, 
while for the single year ended June, 
1929, the excess was over £11.500,000. 
I do not overlook the fact that many 
goods lande-d from overseas at Sydney 
and Melbourne, and included in the 
import figures for J\'ew South \Vales and 
Victoria, as well ns goods manufactured 
in thoce and other States, are consumed 
in Queensland, and must be included in 
her imports. These e-xtra imports into 
Queensland seem to be fully set off, 
however, by the £6,000,000 worth of 
sugar which we supply annually to the 
rest of Australia, and by the 700 tons 
of fresh fruit which we send across the 
border every weok, on the average." 

The stawment made by that gentleman in 
connection with the prosperity of our agri­
cultural industries is borne out by a state­
ment which I have here. I was never tired 
of listening to members of the Country 
}'arty when they sat on this side of the 
Chamber telling us how the legislation of 
the Labour Party had ruined the farming 
industry, and how the farmers were gather­
ing- up their few little household belongings, 
putting them on their little traps, an-cl leav-

. ing the old homestead where they and their 
forefathers had lived for generations under 
the bendi< "nt Il.lle of anti-Labour Govern­
ments. Th>tt statement is not true, which 
opinion is borne out by the following state­
ment printed in the " Queensland Producer" 
of 16th April last:-

" QUEENSLAND EXCELS. 

" The importanc" of the dairying in­
dustry to- tho State may be gauged by 
the undermentioned facts:-

The total quantity of butter manu­
factered for the year 1929 was 
74,386,663 lb.-a record for the State. 

The factory output of cheese for the 
year was 14,390,787 lb.-an increase of 
269,958 lb. on previous year's produc­
tion. 

The capital invested in the industry 
in Queensland repr",;ents £35,000,000, 
and the value of the output in 1929 
\Y.iS £7,6QQ,Q0Q. 

Butter Jlrcduction in Queensland has 
more than doubled since 1913. 

Tlwre arc fifty-two butter factorie¥, 
scvcntv-thrco rhecsc factories, and one 
cond~,;srcl milk factory. They are 
,upplicd by 22,500 dair)' farms. 
o~lf'('ns1and's dairying industn:~ is an 

cYcr-incr:_a.-ing factor in our national 
__ tlth." 

Thd is the pr-:tion 0f the dairying indnstrv 
of Qncr·n~ln ,~d after fourteen ye:J rs of Lal'JUvr 
a d1nin istr<~ i ion. 

1\Ir. GRDISTONE: In spite of Labour 
adn1inistration. 

Mr. KIRW AN: That is a foolish state· 
ment to make, because before the hon. 
member entered this Pa-rliament it wa~ 
frequently stated that the industry was 

ruined and that farmers were 
[11.30 a.m.] on the verge of starvation as the 

result of Labour policy. Yet all 
these cheese and butter factories have been 
built; and it cannot be denied that the 
standard of living in tbe farming community 
is in marked contrast to what it was twenty 
years ago-and the farming communitor are 
entitled to the highest standard of living 
that they can obtain. 

I desire to make particular reference to 
the repeated. advocacy for a reduction of 
wages. The workers of Queensland, and 
indeed of Australia, are doing more than 
their part in this financial crisis. Indeed, 
it is undoubtedly true that, whether in peace 
or in war, the burden mainly falls upon 
the work~rs. In my opinion, there are other 
a venues that might be explored in order 
to meet our difficulties-as, for example, in 
the direction indicated by the following 
extract from the " Brisbane Courier" of 
13th March last, when referring to the Com­
monwealth Auditor-General's report on the 
Federal Treasurer's statement of receipts 
and expenditure for the year ended 30th 
June, 1929 :-

" '\VrLD CAT' COMPANY PROMOTERS. 

" 'l'he financial resources of the com­
munity are also seriously affected by the 
diversion of capital for new companies 
having no solid foundations or prospects. 
The amount of money absorbed in this 
manner annually, frequently on plausible 
representations of persons who are para­
sites in the s~nse that their only service 
is an endeavour to ' float ' a company 
successfully, but who have no concern 
for the intrinsic merits of the venture, 
must be very large. If practicable some 
protection should be given to the public 
again.;t ' wild cat ' company promoters." 

It might be opportune for me to quote 
the following paragraph in connection with 
the report for August last of the Tariff Board, 
which is composed of gentlemen who do a 
consider,tble amount of investigation work 
JP connection with Australian indust'ry :-

"After pointing out that ' there were 
many cases in which labour costs formed 
a very small percentage of the factory 
selling price,' the Tariff Board's report 
went on to say that the cost of produc· 
tion had been materially increased 
because of the high site values, huge 
managerial expenses, and costs of dis­
tribution-the latter being, in many cases, 
particularly excessive. As regards the 
wages cost in production, the report 
s!atcd that, in many cases, the protec­
tJon afforded bY the 1921-28 tariff covered 
the whole cost of direct wages paid, and, 
in son10 instances, it was more than 
double the direct wages. 

" Regarding the profits of manufac­
turing concerns, the board reported that, 
in .sOJnP inst.:nc+:s \vhere tho profits dis~ 
tributcd in dividends had not been 
urm asonably high, large reserves of 
undictribntcd profits had been accumu­
lated. ".\n examination of the balr.,nce­
shc, h c.nd trading accounts of certain 
mcm1fa."rurcrs disclosed that prouts made 
by them e~·e sufficient to enable them 

Jlfr. Kirwan.] 
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to reduce prices and still enjoy a 
reasonable margin of profit. 

" Another important factor disclos9d 
in the Tariff Board's report was that m 
sornc c1•ees the plant available "a,; 90 
per cont. more extensive than was war­
ranted by the Australian demand for 
some years to come. This is a serious 
matter since it means that the con­
sumers' are called upon to pay prices 
based on the cost of maintaining unneces­
sary and expensive plant and machinery."' 

Those are dir2ctions in which something 
might be done to reduc<J the c.ost of produc­
tion. I notice that a deputatiOn of varwus 
employers' organisations warted upon the 
Premier recently, and asked, amongst other 
thirws for the abolition of all awards. It 
does

0 

~ot strike rno as strange that such an 
application should be made, bec.ause I can 
recall that, after the war starte.d, the 
profiteers were considerably worrred . by 
reason of the fact that they were not gettmg 
a large enou,:'h "cut.' \Vhile other men 
",yere givin•g their liYes, these people were 
profiteering, nnd they >~sked that all awards 
should be abolished so that they m1ght have> 
an " open go.'' Fortunately then roqll:est 
was refn"·cd. This idea that by reducmg 
wages we arc going to got back upon ~n 
oven keel is discovered not to be a fact 
when the position is analy-;ed. Only the 
other week a Ftatemont appeared 111 the 
pre;s that the rubber planters in Java. were 
making arrano-emonts to return 5,000 mden­
tured laboure~s to ~hina and 4,000 indcn­
tund labourers to India because they found 
that they "ere unable to employ those men 
at ls. per da ,·-and out of that ls. the 
men had to keep themselves ! Surelv to 
goodness that is low enough even for a 
blaekfollow or a Chonaman! Yet the rubber 
planters in Java-where there arc no 
Labour Governn1ent, no awards, no agitators, 
no restriction on industry, and where 
indentured labour can be obtained for ls. 
per day without keep-were making 
arrangements to return 9, 000 of their 
ind0ntured labourers ! It all goes to show 
that this idea that a reduction of wages 
will re-osta blish the position of .any country 
cannot be sustoinod. 

They reduced wages in England, they 
rLduocd wages in Germany, and they rr,duced 
thPrn in India, iu Japan. And in America; 
and those countries still hove the same diffi­
rnltics with which to contend, which goes to 
show that a rodqction of the purchasing 
power of the people by reducing their con­
suming power is not the right way to attack 
Lhis problem. 

I trust that there will be no further attacks 
OJi wages in Australia. The present Govern­
ment' have gone about as far as it is possible 
to go in that dir0ction. Only yesterday after­
noon I heard that their latest economy scheme 
is to cut down the rum ration to the poor, 
old unfortunate'' in Dunwioh by half 

A GovEmnmNT MEMBER: \~lho told you 
that? 

Mr. KIRW AN: I say it is true. What 
has the hon member to say in regard to the 
reduction in the allowance to widows and 
State children? Surely the Treasurer can 
adopt some other means to balance the 
Budget! Actions such as these show that 

[Mr. K,irwan. 

the members of the Government arc not 
statesmen. 

Mr. JV1uLLAN: Surely the Treasurer would 
rwt cut <.lo\Yn tho rum ration ! (Laughter.) 

Mr. KlH.W AN : I understand that the 
Treasurer j, strictly temperate, and I would 
not be '"t all surprised at the hon. gent~eman 
doing that; but that hon. gentleman rs not 
iu charo-e of that department. I say that 
the stat~ment is correct. \V e also know that 
thP old men at Dunwich who wet·e paid 5s. 
to Ss. a nwnth for doing odd jobs have to 
contribute their pennies and t'hreepences to 
the unemployment relief tax. All those 
schL'mh scc'm to indicate that the Treasurer 
i.; out to colle<:t rcYcnuo wherever possible. 

The TRE\SURER: Hon. members should 
contribute xnorc. 

J\Ir. KIRW AN: Hon. members have con­
tributed a fair thing. \Vc have beeiL reduced 
by 33~ per cent. Will the hon. gentleman 
f:.u,ggcst to th~ editor of ~he " Co .... t~rier" that 
lJe should suffer a reductwn of 3o3 per cent. 
in his salary and give the balallce to the 
Treasur;'? The hon. gentleman should also 
t'Lake tfHtt <;mggc~tion to tho edito1: of the 
' Telegraph," rrfior what he has sard .about 
i'he Govurn1ncnt in the \vay of cnbc1sn1. 
(Laughter.) It would put these people to the 
test. The editor of the " Telegraph" is very 
good at advising the Tr\..~asurer what econo­
mics he should put into operation. Let 
these n1en EufL.·r sun1o of the cconornics that 
th~: suggest should apply to the public ser­
Yants and hon. Inernbers of this IIouse. 

In conclueion. I want to say that I hope the 
Treasurer will be able to balance his Budget. 
CcrtaiHlv it is a rcn1arkablc Budget coining 
frorn a "Govcnunent and frorn a party that 
dnclarcd on CYcry political platform at the 
last e~crtious t'hat they would roducc taxa-" 
tion. Now we have the Treasurer coming 
alcH;g a11d, with the assistance of the Secre­
ln;, for Labonr and Industry, pulting a.n 
a 1ditionai £1,500.000 of taxation on to thrs 
State. That' frorn a Govt-vnn1ent \Vho \\Tore 
going to sh,tightdl things up! That is tho 
re~ult. 

Mr. BOYD (Btmu:tt) : I have li toned with 
considerable interest t'o hon. mom bers oppo­
site criticising the Budget for the current 
year. 1 will not say that I am disappointed, 
because I did not expect to hear anything 
else from those hon. members. Unfortunately, 
the position as it appears to me is that' one 
and all, from the Leader of the Opposition 
down to the last speaker, ha' e criticised the 
Budget from beginning to end without offer­
ing any rcn1odies or any constru_ctivo 
su ggesrions. 

Apparently they recognise that it rs a 
hard job to carry on. It is a hard job to 
carry on, but we propose to do it, and I 
say emphatically that we have not fallen 
down on our job yet : there will be plenty 
of time for hon. members opposite to bring 
their batterie• to boar when we have defi­
nitely fallen down. During the fourteen 
years the Labour Party were in office, they 
were in the happy position that, when the 
revenue was not sufficient to carry on the 
va.nous public services and keep govern­
mental activities in operation, they were 
able to go on the loan market and borrow 
freely, as we know to our cost to-day. They 
spent the money to a large extent inju­
diciously; and the result is that to-day we 
have many millions of money borrowed by 
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the ]ate Government the interest on which 
\Ye have to find from revenue or by direct 
taxation. They contributed very largely to 
.the present unfortunate position by their 
mismanagement. I venture to say that, if 
.they had been faced with the position the 
.Present Government have to deal with to·day 
without any recourse to the loan market, 
Lhey "ould have collapsed badly years before 
they did. The people of the country were 
absolutely ·'fed up" with the Labour Admin­
istration. That was the reason why they were 
defeated at the last election. It was not 
because of promises made by this Govern­
ment, but simply through the reaction caused 
by their maladministration in past years. 
The people turned out hon. members oppo­
Bito, and elected the Moore Government to 
<Jarry on the affairs of the State. They 
dected us for the definite purpose of clean­
ing up the mess the Labour Government 
had got the country into during the last 
fourteen years. Unfortunately for the pro­
Bent Govern1nent, overseas prices for our 
products were on the decline when they took 
.office. They have declined 50 per cent.-in 
some cases more than that-since that date. 
This unhappy combination of circumstances 
is making it very difficult indeed for the 
-rrrcasurm:- to carry on. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: You are making excuses. 

Mr. BOYD: I am not making excuses, 
but am simply stating plain facts. Hon. 
members opposite have made excuses. but 
have not offered any constructive criticism 
·on the financial situation. While I am 
behind the Government, I certainly reserve 
the right to make any comment in cormec­
tion with the Financial Statement that I may 
think fit, and the Premier \Yelcomc'\ our 
criticism. I am supporting the Government, 
but I certainly reserve that right to myself. 
It is unfortunate at the present time that 
loan money is not available to a greater 
-degree than it is. I say " unfortunate" be­
ca1;1se it is very hard, as one hon. member 
pomted out some time ago, when a man who 
has been addicted to drink or to drugs has his 
ration cut right off at a moment's notice. It 
inYo]ves severe trouble; and it is the same 
with a Government which has been accus­
tomed to spending loan monev w freely 
as the previous Labour Government did. 
The reaction on the community at large is 
going to be very much more severe than 
it would otherwise ·be. I hold that loan 
money expended in a proper manner for 
developmental purpose3 when the work will 
be reproductive to the extent of paving the 
interest is perfectly legitimate expei1diture; 
but, unfortunately, in many instances the 
late Govermnon~ regarded loan money purely 
as revenue, as In some cases thev borro\ved 
further money to pay the interest due 
instead of paying it out of revenue. 

In the last ten years the increase in 
interest payments which the people of this 
"State have to make is over £2,000,000 
annually. That has to be found by taxa­
tion; and in that fact lies one of the causes 
-of the unfortunate position in which we 
now find ourselves. Hon. members opposite 
continuallv increased taxation from year to 
year until we got to the saturation point, 
and, in fact, beyond that limit. That has 
had a very serious effect on industry, 
not only primary but also secondary, and in 
a State like Queensland-a young State and 
a wonderfully productive State with first­
dass possibilities-it has had a greater effect 
than it would have had elsewhere. 

193G-5 B 

I am not going to compare Queensland 
with New South vValos, whore practically 
half the population is huddled up in one 
centre, whereas in Queensland the conditions 
are fortunately different. to the extent that 
two-thirds of our population are outside the 
metropolitan area. Even so, I consider 
that the legislation pa'·scd by hon. members 
opposite has been largely re,ponsible for the 
enormous influx into the cities of people who 
would otherwise be in the country producing. 
I know scores of them, including original 
farmers and settlers, who got absolutely tired 
of the continually harassing tactics of the 
past Government, and who simply sold out 
when the opportunity O('curred and came 
into the cities, where conditions were infi­
nitely better than in the country. But many 
of th03e people are to-day out of jobs~they 
cannot even secure a subsistence. Every oppor~ 
tunity is being given, and every opportunity 
i" going to be given, by this Government to 
enable such people to get back on the land 
and make a living there-back to the land 
thov should never have left, and which they 
nev.er would have left but for the tactics of 
the past Government. The legislation and 
administration of this Government will 
shortly have their effect, and are going to 
be of very great assistance in giving many 
of these men an opportunity of using their 
personal knowledge of the rural industries 
in the interests of themselves and of the 
State, which they will be only too glad to 
do after their experiences in the city. That 
will be of very great assistance to the future 
development of Queensland. 

A point that has struck me very forcibly 
in connection with the continual cry of 
Opposition members about reducing wa15es 
and the cry that we are a wage-reducmg 
.Government and other parrot cries of that 
nature is that I do not think a single hon. 
member on the· other side has seen fit to 
mention the fact that the cost of living has 
dropped over 10 per cent. during the last 
few months. Some hon. members have 
referred to the cut in the salaries of Govern­
ment servants of 10 per cent. in the lower 
grades and to the drop in the earnings of 
workers in arenas outside as a result ot 
awards of the Industrial Court; but· they 
have not mentioned the fact that the cost 
of living has decrease-d during the past few 
months by considerably more than 10 per 
cent. We see in this morning's press that 
the Commonwealth basic wage in Brisbane­
which is based on the Commonwealth cost 
of living figures-has been reduced to £3 
10s. 6d. That goes to show that the pur­
chasing power of the people to whom hon. 
members opposite refer has not been reduced 
one atom; in fact, the purchasing power 
of wa~es is greater to-day than it was twelve 
month"'s ago. This is one point that hon. 
members opposite appear to lose sight of, 
or, at any rate, think it convenient to forget. 

While I am on the point, I want to point 
out that some hon. members opposite have 
spoken of the dairying industry, and claimed 
that wonderful prosperity exists in it and 
some of the other primary industries, and 
contended that the full credit for the great 
development that has taken place should be 
given to the Labour Government. 

This wonderful dairying industry we hear 
so much about f·rom hon. members opposite 
is a great industry to Queensland, and 
whilst I have no desire to cry "stinking 
fish " against the industry that provides me 
with my living, and has done so for many 

Mr. Boyd.] 
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years, I do say very definitely that the indus­
:•y as a whole is not the prosperous industry 
that hon members opposite would have it 
to be. The people in the dairying industry 
unfortunately are suffering a very much 
greater Jo,s in income due to the decline in 
oversea prices than the wage-earner has been 
asked to suffer. I would like that to sink 
into the brains of hon. members opposite; 
I would like them to chew that over and 
remember that point. I shall have something 
more to say regarding the dairying industry 
at a later stage. Whilst wages have been 
reduced, the purchasing power of the people 

' has not been reduced. 
There is one portion of the Budget upon 

which I do not agree with the Treasurer, 
and that is the unfortunate proposal to 
increase taxation. I think other steps should 
have been taken, and I would strongly sup­
port other steps; and I recommend the Go­
vernment to give due consideration to the 
proposal I am about to make. It has been 
sufficiently demonstrated, not only during 
the current session but during past years, 
that the people a•re already overtaxed, and 
to such an extent that the taxation from the 
wool industry is approximately-speaking 
from memory-£500,000 less during the past 
financial year than for the year 1924-25, 
going to show that, on account of the enor­
mous reduction in prices, those men are not 
getting the usual income. The same thing 
applies right through the primary industries, 
and to a large extent to the secondary indus­
trie,, I am of the opinion that further 
taxation is not justified at the present time, 
and I have no hesitation in saying so from 
my place in this House. 

I am quite in accord with the proposed 
incrca,ed taxation on betting tickets. I am 
not a "wovvser," but at the same time I say 
that, if a man has a few pounds to throw 
about by \Yay of betting, then he is certainly 
in a position to cont,ribute towards the 
revenue to a greater extent than he is being 
asked to do now. I am in favour of even a 
greater tax on betting tickets. 

It is also proposed to increase succession 
duties. Possibly, under happier circum­
stances, it would have been better to leave 
existing conditions alone, but, as circum­
stances demand that the statutory income 
tax exemption be reduced, and as substantial 
exemptions will be provided, the Govern­
ment are perfectly justified in adopting those 
means of raising revenue. 

The Government could economise to a still 
greater extent. I know that hon. members 
opposite will not agree with the proposal 
that I have in mind. The Government 
should economise further to a very con­
siderable extent. If necessary, there should 
be a further reduction in the salaries of pub­
lic servants by 10 per cent. All sections of 
the community should make sacrifices, and 
I have pointed out that the primary pro­
ducers have made sacrifices; they are making 
them every day, and will be called upon to 
make further sacrifices. It must be borne in 
mind that the people of Australia are 
depending upon the primary producers to 
get Australia out of the difficult position 
that it is in to-day. Every member of the 
communitv should make a saorifice. Hon. 
members ·opposite may say that they have 
done so, but I say that they have not done 
so, because the cost of living figures that I 
have quoted this morning show that they 
have made no sacrifice whatever. 

[Mr. Boyd. 

There have been many criBs from the 
Opposition, not only here but in the South 
and in other parts, that the public service 
should be consulted with respect to their 
salaries being reduced. 1 do not hold with 
that at all. I oay definitely that the public 
servants are in the employ of the Govern­
ment; the Government were put here by the 
people to clean up the mess by the Labour 
Administ,ration, and it is the job of the 
Government to come in to ,do what they 
think fit and what they consider to be neces­
sary. If the employe(,.; were removed from 
the public service at the present time, it 
might be difficult for them to secure other 
work. 

I would give them an opportunity of say­
i_ng whether they would accept a reduction 
in salaries and wages, or whether thev would 
prefer dismissal, or, in other words, retrench­
ment. I would give them the preference of 
the one thing or the other. It would be 
very easy for the Government to obtain the 
opinion of the service in the matter. This 
could be done by taking a vote. There is 
110 particular reason why it should not be 
done. The members of the public service 
could be informed that it was absolutely 
essential for the Government further to cur­
tail expenditure by 10 per cent., which 
would result in a saving of £900,000 a year. 
That would cover the estimated shortage 
in the Budget without the increased taxa­
tion from incomes. I do not think any 
lesser percentage would do at the present 
time. Every individual member of the 
public senice would be given the oppor­
tunity of saying whether he or she would 
accept a further reduction in salary or wages 
in order to bring about that saving, or, in 
the alternative, retrenchment throughout the 
whole of the service from the top to the 
bottom irrespective of length of service or 
otherwise. The public 'ervice would know 
the position exactly, and would have the 
option of selecting the alternative it pre­
ferred. The members of the service would 
not know whom it was intended to retrench, 
and could take a sporting chance. I say 
definitely that the time has come when pubhc 
servants: as well as other people, should 
make sacrifices. I have pointed out by the 
figures I have quoted that they have as yet 
not commenced to make sacrifices. 

I will go further than that and say that 
industry generally should be relieved of 
its many restrictions. We said in the past. 
and on the election platform. that we would 
remove the rural workers from the ambit 
of the Industrial Court. We did so, and 
by so doing gave a great impetus to ar;d 
stimulatBd employment in the country d1s­
tricts. It is far better for men to be 
engaged at from £1 to £2 and £3 per week 
and keep than be on the breadline and 
drawing the dole. The Government have 
seen fit to suspend the station hands' award 
as affecting the pastoral industry, That 
was found necessary to give that industry 
a reasonable chance to recover from the 
effects of drought and make some prog:ess 
towards increasing productivity. The trme 
has arrived when we should extend that 
principle still further, and I would suggest 
that we should suspend the operation of all 
awards for twelve months. I would not 
say that all awards should be suspended 
permanently, but, for a start, they might 
be suspended for twelve months. We could 
retain the 48-hour week provision; but there 
are many restrictiv~' conditions in awards 
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which retard and hamper industry in every 
way. I would not advocate a reversion to 
low wages or improper conditions, but my 
suggestion could be given a trial so that 
it might be seen if it were an advantage 
to industry. If industry does progress, the 
position could be reviewed again at the end 
?f twelve months. ·what we want to-day 
Is a Government which will give indus­
try a chance, and not repress it on 
every hand with hampering restrictions. I 
would leave the 48-hour week as it is 
because that is all right in industry gene: 
rally, but I would not restrict the hours of 
labour. If, say, butchers and bakers con­
~idered it advisable. to work early and late, 
mstead of m the middle of the day in order 
to supply the public with those 'necessary 
essentials, and probably at a cheaper cost 
they should be permitted to do so. ' 

At 12 noon, 
Mr. GRI:I'fSTONE (Stanley), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. ' 

Mr. BOYD: I sincerely hope that the mat­
ter will be taken into consideration by the 
Government,. as it will possibly be of con­
siderable assistance m getting us out of our 
present difficulties. In view of that ~ug­
gestwn, I ask the Government to recon;Jder 
the matter of eliminating the income tax 
proposals in the Budget because in mv 
opinion, these will have a boomer~ng effect 
and will stifle rather than assist the Govern­
ment. 

Regarding the public service, I have no 
axe to grind; and I know that there are 
a great many ofticers in the public servire 
who are first-class men, and who are doing 
excellent work for t.b.e State. I would like 
them to know that. I do not say the whole 
staff; but I do refer to a great number of 
responsible officers. 

In connection with the economies that are 
proposed on the votes for education and oome 
of the other public services, it would be a 
great pity if the Government could not find 
another way out of their difficulties than 
in those directions. I know that it is a 
matter of economy that the Government 
have not the money with which to carry 
on-but I hope that ways will be found 
whereby economies will not be effected at 
the expense of these services. Above every­
thing else we must consider the children cf 
this State in every possible way. Be,1r in 
mind, too, that the children are in no way 
responsible for the present unhappy posi 
tion. The grown-ups of to-day, through the 
Governments which they have elected in the 
past, are responsible for the position; and 
the sacrifices should be made by the parents 
-not by the children. If there is any other 
way out of the difficulty, then it should 
be borne in mind, and the children should 
not be placed on the altar of sacrifice. 

I referred earlier to the dairying industry 
and to the comment which has been made 
by hon. members opposite as to the wonder­
ful prosperity which existLin this industry 
due to the sympathetic legislation passed by 
the late Government. One fact which has 
probably been overlooked by these hon. mem­
bers is that the dairying industry came into 
being definitely after the 1902 drought, since 
when it has gone ahead very rapidly. I 
can safely say that every co-operative dairy 
company of an:'; consequence that is in opera· 
tion to-day was established prwr to the 
advent of the Labour Government. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: You are wrong. ., 

Mr. BOYD: The great bulk of them were 
established prior to the advent of the Labour 
Government. The dairying industry has 
been built up over many years by the ener­
getic efforts cl the men, women, and chil­
dren engaged in that industry, in spite of, 
and not with, the assistance to any great 
extent of the Labour Government. I know 
perfectly well the assistance which the 
Labour Government gave to the dairying 
industry in 1915. They stole our butter. 
They said they acquired it for certain pur­
poses of their own; but there were very 
large losses accruing to the dairying industry 
as a result. 

In 1921 the dairymen got something like 
a decent price for their products, but the 
Queensland Government again stepped in 
and commandeered butter for local use. The 
dairymen suffered an enormous loss through 
that butter being commandeere-d; and, unfor­
tunately for the producers of butter in this 
State, a few months after these high prices 
prevailed the bottom dropped out of the 
London market, and suppliers were paid 
only 7d. per lb. for their butter. It was 
found on inquiry by the Department of 
Agriculture at the time that it cost 1s. 7d. 
per lb. to produce butter; yet t.he dairymen 
of this State were forcfld to accept 7d. per 
lb., which was London parity. '}\'he Govern­
ment never came to the assistance of these 
people and said. " Because we robbed you­
inadvertently perhaps, because "e made a 
mistake last year--we arc going tc- give you 
assistance now that you are suffering from 
difficult times and are getting a mere pit­
tance for your butter." Instead of de ing that, 
the Government let the dairymen stew in 
th 'ir own gravy. I was a dairyma, at the 
time, and I know the position exactly. What 
happened then would happen again if hon. 
members opposite got back on the Govern­
rr,ent benches and the opportunity ar< Be. I 
do not think they learned wisdom in their 
fourteen years of power. In fact, l do not 
think many hon. members opposite are likely 
to learn wisdom in the whole of their lives. 
The de,irying industry has been built up by 
the men, women, and children engaged in 
the industry. That is one point that ben. 
members opposite do not seem t.o consi '!er 
when they talk about cheap butter. 

The hon. member for Ithaca last ni~; 'ut 
and the hon. member for Bremer a few nights 
ago made reference to the fact that the dairy­
men were getting a higher price for their 
butter than they should get on account o·' 
the decreased spending power of the com­
munity. That is a misstatement, beca.use the 
spending power of the community has not 
decreased. It must be remembered, too, 
that very often children have to get up early 
in the morning and milk the cows before 
going to school, and they have t:o milk the 
cows again when they return home in the 
evening. They should not be obliged to do 
that; but, unfortunately, in many cases they 
are obliged to do it on account of the unsym­
pathetic treatment by the Labour Govern­
ment in the past. Unfortunately, the men on 
the land, and the dairymen in particular, 
have a good deal more to put up with than 
unsympathetic legislation. They have the 
seasons to contend with. Anybody who has 
experienced a drought knows that in the 
course of a year or two the whole savings of 
a man's lifetime mav be dissipated. The 
result is that the man. on the land gets into 
debt, and it may take him ten years to 
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recover his position. Again, sometimes in a 
night the savings of a lifetime have been 
v.tpcd out by a fiood. Not only has property 
been destroyed, but stock also. These men 
O·l the land are not growlers. They are not 
shirkers. They come again, if it is possible 
to come again; but, seeing that there are 
circumstances over which no Government 
have coutrol-I refer to the seasons and to the 
overseas market-the Government of a coun­
try like this ;hoqld be as sympathetic as 
possible to those engagod in the dairying 
industry and in general farming. 

I think it was the hon. member for Ithaca 
who referred last night to the large profits 
made by dairymen in this State. I will 
admit that some dairymen who have put i:n 
a lifetime of work and invested their life 
savings in the industry, and through a 
certain amount of good luck-I mean with 
regard to seasons-have done very well; 
but in 99 cases out of 100 they have not 
_got one penny more than what they have 
earned. They have, in fact, earned a good 
deal more than they have ever received. 
I find from the report of the Commissioner 
for Taxes last year that out of 22,750 dairy· 
men engaged in the industry in this State 
there were only 575 who paid income tr,x, 
and that is a very small percentage. In 
addition to that many dairymen have fairly 
large families and are granted f"ertain 
exemptions on that account, and that goes 
to show that dairymen as a body are not 
fleecing the public of money they are not 
~mtitled to for their products. Personally, 
l would hke to see a ver?· much greater 
number of dairymen earning ineomes large 
enough to pay income tax than are nov. 
doing so. The average ta:<: paid by these 
575 dairymen amounted only to £6 10s. 
a head, and that is only a small amount. 
The fact that there are only 575 out of 
22,750 dairymen paying an average income 
tax of £6 10s. shows that the industry is 
not charging the public too much for its 
products; otherwise, the report of the Com­
missioner of Taxes would have told a very 
different tale last year. 

Mr. JAMIESON: The reason is that they 
averaged 1s. 3d. per lb. last year for butter 
when the cost of production was 1s. 7d. 

Mr. BOYD: I would like to see an exten­
-sion of the dairying industry, as men who 
are unemployed and have had experience 
of dairying would be only too willing to 
go on the land if they had an opportunity 
of making a living. They could earn a 
living in the dairying industry, although 
it is a pretty hard living, as those in it 
have to work very hard for what they get. 
If a very large increase is made in dairy 
production in this State and the rest of the 
Commonwealth, the effect of the Paterson 
scheme is going to be nullified to a greater 
or lesser extent. I think the present whole­
F-ale price of butter in London is llOs. per 
cwt., which is le-ss than ls. per lb. After 
we have shipped it over there and paid 
all expenses that price leaves about 7d. per 
lb. for the farmer, and he will be lucky 
·to get that. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: What is the price 
in Australia 1 

Mr. BOYD: The price in Australia is 
somewhat higher under the Paterson scheme. 
To-day butter is being retailed in Brisbane 
at ls. 9d. per lb., so that the dairy pro· 
-ducer is not being overpaid. He never has 
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been overpaid, and I am very much afraid 
that, if we have to look for the assistance of 
hon. members opposite, he never will be 
overpaid. The wholesale price in Queensland 
to-day is ls. 7d., and the price in London is 
11~d. per lb. That will show that the Queens­
land dairyman is not in the happy position 
which hon. members opposite would like the 
consuming public and others to believe be is 
in. I challenge hon. members opposite to 
go and select a block of land in the northern 
Burnett in the next section, which will be 
opened in two or three months' time, and 
go in for dairying, and see how they get 
on, and whether they can make a profit? 

I do not think the hon. member for Bris­
bane for instance, would find the dairying 
indu~try as profitable as other things. lf 
hon. members would only do what I suggest 
and would get first-hand knowledge of the 
industry, rather than gain their information 
from discussing it with some of their neigh· 
hours or officers of the Government, they 
would be in a very much better position to 
speak with authority regarding it; and I 
am sure they would not be so keen on trying 
to -deprive the dairyman and his family of 
the pittance-for it is that more or less­
which they get for their labour. 

Unfortunately the dairyman has to depend 
to a very large extent on the London market; 
and it is more than likely that the price 
there will go lower than it is to-day. In 
fact, we can say that the price of butter is 
not likely to -be so high in the future as it 
has been in the past, and that is one reason 
why the cost of butter production must 
be brought down. (Opposition interjections.) 
I would say to the hon. members who inter­
ject that, as I pointed out in the earlier 
part of my speech, the spending power of the 
people has not decreased. The figures of 
the Commonwealth Statistician prove that; 
and the Government are using every endea­
vour to secure work for those people who 
are unable to get it, and they intend to 
leave no stone unturned to relieve the posi­
tion as time goes on. Does the hon. member 
for Kennedy, for instance, say that money 
will not purchase as much as it did last 
year 1 Apparently he does not realise the 
fact that it will purchase more. The cost of 
living has been reduced by 10 per cent., as 
I have already Raid. 

I would also like to point out that one of 
the principal side lines in the dairying 
industry is the rearing of pigs. I suppose 
that 95 per cent. of the pigs that are dis­
posed of in !he market are produced by 
dairymen; -and it is a well-known fact that 
the market for pigs is in a very similar 
position to that of butter. The price is 
lo"er than for very many years, and we can 
produce more bacon and ham than we can 
dispose of in this State. We, therefore, have 
to depend to a large extent on the expor­
tations to the South. We were informed the 
other evening that a contract had been taken 
by Swifts for the export of Australian pigs 
overseas. That may lend us some assistance 
and help in the solution of the trouble; but 
the fact remains that at the present price 
for bacon pigs-the highest price that can 
be got by the farmer-there is mighty little 
in it. In fact, even though the dairyman 
uses his excess products to feed his pigs, it 
hardly pays him to rear them and sell them 
at the low prices ruling to-day. The average 
consumer is getting his bacon at nearly half 
the price he was paying twelve months ago, 
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and at a price lower than it has been for 
many years, although, as I have pointed 
out more than once, his spending power has 
not been reduced, as hon. members opposite 
say. 

I am glad that other hon. members have 
a]rea?y spoken on this question, and I do 
not mtend to take up very much more 
time. I would, however like to sav a word 
or two about the cotton' industry which has 
~een discussed freely by many people, and 
IS regarded by some as the "white hope" 
of Australia. 

There is no doubt that the prospects of the 
cotton mdustry are conside•rably brighter 
to-day than they have been for many years 
past. The Federal Government have 
extended some assistance to the industry 
throng~ the ~ariff Board, and we hope that 
they w!ll contmue to extend assistance. The 
State Government have also been of wonder­
ful assistance. This year they have guaran­
teed the cotton crop to the extent of £30 000 
and thereby induced growers who ..:V1er~ 
actually losing faith in the industry to 
embark in the industry again. During the 
past cotton season many growers had an 
unfortunate e;x12erience from insect pests and 
weather conditiOns, but the cotton-grower is 
always up agamst these conditions, which I 
~erm forces of Nature. Still, he is n·ady 
m most cases to try again, and I am sure 
that manv others could be induced to enter 
this industry for ~he purpose of producing 
cotton. It Is admitted that it is impossible 
to grow cotton to export overseas on a pay­
able basis, but we must remember that we 
are importing about £13,000,000 worth of 
cotton goods annually into Australia a 
grf•l\1, deal of which could be manufact~red 
i1, thio country if sufficient encouragement 
was offered, not only to the o-rower but to 
outside capital to be utilised "in the estab­
lishment of mills. I am informed that out 
of . approximately 11.000 bales, which is 
estimated to be the present cotton crop, 
about 10.000 baks will be taken over bv two 
firms in the Southern States and there 'is not 
ihe slightest doubt that the' balance of 1 000 
will be ab~orbcd by local spinners to supply 
local reqmrcments. It has been 0stimated 
on reliable authority that from £7.000,000 to 
:£8,000,000 worth of cotton gc.ods now 
Imported could be manufactured in Aus­
tralia out of locally grown cotton, and this 
would mean a tremendous expansion in the 
cotton mdustry. I feel quito sure that the 
Queensland Government will continue to 
extend to thP cotton industrv the valuable 
assistance that they have extended in the 
past, and that they will concentrate in the 
dire~tion of r_aising the industry to the pro­
dt:ctlve capacity of which it is capable. We 
have available hundreds of thousands of 
acres of. suitable !and, and although it is 
not po':Ible to ?xpoct a full crop every 
<eason. It IS poss1 ble in most cases to get' 
some so;t of a crop . at lea_st every second 
vear. v er:; often It IS possible to obtain a 
payable crop every year, but, as the industry 
IS better understood, a,nd when the experi­
ments that arc, now b_eing carried out by the, 
Department of Agriculture in connection 
with new va,rieties imported from the United 
Sta~es and other_ places are known, and these 
vaneties are trwd out to a greater extent 
m;der local conditions, there is not the 
slightest do~bt that surer results will ensue. 
One cannot oe sure of securing a crop of any 
produce every year, but I am hoping that 
the cotton industry will be so encouraged 

that in the near future we shall be produc­
ing sufficient raw cotton to meet the whole 
of our requirements, or at !oast the bulk of 
our reqUirements. I am sure that the 
Queensland Government will extend everv 
encouragement in the direct;on of inducin;;. 
outside capital to be used in this countr~ 
with a view to e-,tahlishing cotton-mills to 
~bsorb the bulk of our cotton, thereby cr<?at 
~ng further employment for our own people. 
m'tead of the raw material being sent to 
the South to give employment there. If the 
raw material is manufactured into the 
finished a~ticle in Australia it will prove of 
great serviCe to the grower and a saving to 
the Commonwealth, because anv article 
manufactured in Australia for use in the, 
collntry is like so much gold dug out of th<> 
ground. 
~he Government have given very great 

af,sJstance to _the ~otton-growers in financing 
the cott'on gmnenes. In the past growers 
were paying a definite fixed amount to the 
British Australian Cotton Association for 
gin:'i_ng their cotton. They are in the happy 
r?sitiO!" to-day of possessing their own 
gmnenes and of being able to gin their own 
cotton, thus retaining within the State 
money which otherwise would have been 
paid to the British Australian Cotton 
Association. The Government are responsible 
for putting the growers in that happy posi­
tion. The Government need not fear at 
any time of being called upon to meet the 
obligations under their guarantee. I am 
informed that sufficient seed to plant an 
area of at least 50,000 acres has been dis­
tributed for the current season; and with 
th~ improvement in the seawns whi~h has 
been fairly general over a large ar<>a of the 
cottor; belt-mu~h of the ground is ready for 
rlantmg and growers are only awaiting 
fnrther showers-we can look with great 
hope to the coming cotton crop. I do not 
know whether hon. members realise that 
ED,OOO acres of cotton will gi'·0 a large 
a nount of .employment during February, 
March. April, and perhaps later months 
next ;~·ear. An enormous number of people 
-men, women. and children, for a child 
ea n pick cotton without detriment to, i' ,, 
lwalth--will be engag-ed in picking cottcn. 
T'hat will be reRponsibh for the absorption 
cf a large numbm· of unemployed. I am 
yory hopeful-largely because of the assis­
tonco rendered by the Goyernment to the 
Cotton Board. which has enabled growers 
to handle the crop ro-operati, .. h·-that in 
the coming- years the Cotton Board will verv 
bcrgely assist this State to regain prosperit}:. 

I hope that before the end of the current 
session the Government will find it possible 
(n fulfil that part of their election pro­
gramme regarding the hospital tax. That 
tax has hc£'n a very severe strain on the 
landowner. Some local authorities in the 
CPuntr:,- ha•, e been paying as much as £2.00(} 
" Year for the snpport of hospitals, while. 
individuals haye been paying a hospital tax 
of 2d. to 2,1d. in the £1 toward the main­
(cnance of· the local he spitals. I have 
claimed before. and still claim-and I be-
l iove hon. m em hers on this eide of the 
~hamber claim also-that the hospital tax 
1mposcd by local authorities is an unfair tax, 
because it only hits one section of the com­
munity. GenNally speaking, that is the 
section which finds it most difficult to carry 
on. I sincerely hope that the hospital tax 
will be distributed over every section of the 
community. It might be practicable to use 
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the machinery provided for the collection 
o[ the unemployment relief tax for the col­
lection of the hospital tax. I have not gone 
into the figures showing the cost of collect­
ing the hospital tax, but it would be only 
a small amount. By that moans land­
owners will be relieved of what has been 
to them an incubus. Every farmer and 
sdtler-in fact, every landowner-has felt 
the effect of that tax. I am aware that the 
Hospitals Commission has not yet finalised 
it" report; but I have no doubt that its 
presentation to the Government will not be 
much longer delayed. 

My idea of the whole situation is that we 
should not endeavour to regain an even keel 
by further increasing taxation. What we 
should do is to eliminate expenditure in 
th0 directions I have indicated and pursue 

a general policy of stringent 
[12.30 p.m.] economy, so Ions- as it will not 

affect the commg generation, 
who, after all, are in no way responsible 
for the pres<>nt state of affairs. I am satisfied 
that the Government will continue their 
policy of fostering industries, both primary 
and secondary. I am sure that the land 
policy which the Minister concerned will 
expound at an early date will be received 
with open arms, ~ven by hon. members 
opposite. It will certainly be received by 
the public as filling a long-felt want by 
removing the position which has existed in 
the past when men were eager and willing 
to select land but could not get it because 
it was not available. Such a position of 
affairs will be remedied at an early date, 
and will, I feel certain, increase the pros­
perity of Queensland. 

Mr. A. J. JONES (Paddington): In my 
contribution to the debate I intend to be 
very brief, because voluminous speeches have 
been delivered and pages of figures have 
been quoted for and against the Budget 
proposals of the Treasurer. There are, how­
ever, one or two phaqes to which I particu­
larlv wish to direct attention. All Govern­
ments, whether thev be Labour Liberal 
Nationalist, or Cons"ervative hav~ alternat: 
ing periods of prosperity ~,ne! depression ; 
and these periods are reflected in the 
finances of the country conc~rned. I can­
not recall any previous vear in which a 
Treasurer of Queensland has been so far out 
in his estimates. 'Whether the Treasurer 
estimates a dof1cit or a surplus is besid0 the 
question; th" hon. gentleman was certainlY 
far astray in making the estimate he did 
last year. 

To my mind the immediate trouble in Aus­
tralia to-day is duo to the reduced prices 
of our exportable commodities, particularly 
wool, and, to a lesser degree, metals. We 
all know, as Australians, that wool is our 
chief exportable product-that we have been 
living on the wool off the sheep's back. 
Metal prices are all declining, and that fact 
must be reflected in the financial position 
of the Commonwealth. Ycsterdav we read 
in the daily press that tin was at a price 
equal to that ruling in 1914. To-day it is 
£2 per ton lower. I think it was the Secre­
tary for Mines who said a few days ago 
that the price of silver was lower than it 
has been for 200 years. Admittedly metal 
prices are somewhat of a barometer regard­
ing the prosperity of any country. The low 
pl'lces now being received for our metals and 
wool exported oversea must affect very 
S8riously the financial stability of our coun­
try. 
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It has been said by hon. members opposite 
that we have had too many borrowing 
authorities in the past. Since federation 
we have had too many borrowing authori­
ties. The hon. member for Fassifern blames 
the establishment of the Loan Council for 
the present position of the Commonwealth 
and States. We all admit, no matter on 
which side of the House we may sit, that 
we have borrowed very freely, and probably 
have had too many borrowing authorities. 
But would it not be better to say that pro­
bably the Loan Council was brought into 
being too late, and that it would have been 
wise to have established that council immedi­
ately after federation and to have had only 
one borrowing &uthority in Australia? 

At 12.37 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. A. J JONES: The hon. member for 
Fassifern is hardly consistent on this subject 
when we take into consideration his views 
on the question of parliamentary reform. 
If we admit that it is wise to set up one 
borrowing authority in Australia-one 
authority to ocntrol the finances of the 
Commonwealth-that is one step, and a 
pretty big step, towards unification. There­
fore, I fail to see the consistency of the hon. 
member in advocating one borrowing 
authority and a multiplicity of Parlia­
ments. 

We have heard a good deal in this debate 
about parliamentary reform as a remedy for 
the present depression-the extension of the 
life of Parliament to five years, a reduc­
tion in the salaries of members. and a reduc­
tion of the number of members. If the 
opinion of the preos regarding parliamentary 
reform is of any value, then the Premier is 
in this difficulty-that he finds it more diffi­
cult to please his friends than to- perplex 
his opponents. Probably the Treasurer is 
in that difficulty also. Can anybody with 
any imagination suggest that a reduction 
0f members of Parliament from seventy-two 
to fifty is going to remedy the present 
financial stringency of this State or the 
Commonwealth? The saving in salaries by 
reducing th0 number of members in this 
Parliament to fifty would bo infinitesimal; 
and no doubt those fifty members would be 
just as extravagant and spend just as much 
as the seventy-two members now spend. A 
saving of the infinitesimal amount paid in 
salaries to hon. members is not going to 
restore the financial stability of this country. 
Xeithor would the extension of the duration 
of Parliament restore the financial position. 
If we are sincere in re~ard to parliamentary 
reform, we should ttdmit that Australia 
is suffering from over-government; and, 
exprcssin~ my own personal view on the 
matter, the proper thing to do would be to 
reduce the cost of goyernment by the aboli­
tion of all State Parliaments. By that I do 
not mean that we should set up a lot of 
small authorities such as the Greater Bris­
bane authoritv with more members than 
are necessary" at high salaries; but in a 
young country like Australia, which is 
~parsely populated and with some parts far 
from the seat of government, I do not 
advocate parliamentary reform . in that 
direction merely to save parliamentary 
salaries. I know that the total cost of the 
Governments of Australia, including Gove­
nors' salaries, is somewhere about £1,227,000, 
and, with Australia's population, that means 
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only a few shillings per head. I attack the 
present system from the point of view of 
conflict in regard to legislation and adminis­
tration. In a country like Australia we 
should not have seven Parliamentsh and I 
Bxpressed this view when I held t e posi­
tion of Leader of the Government in the 
Legislative Council many years ago. We 
have three forms of land taxation, for 
instance, when there should be only one. 
\Ve should not have two forms of income 
tax; and it is unwise for industrial and 
manufacturing concerns in Australia to have 
five sets of State industrial laws and also 
the Commonwealth law. 

A GOVER~ME~T ME~IBER : The cost of 
government is only 4&. 6d. per head in the 
Common wealth. 

Mr. A J. JONES: I do not attack the 
present system of government, and the cost 
of government may be infinitesim&l; but I 
am one who ad1·ocates the alteration of the 
system of government by having only one 
Parliament for Australia. The natural 
corollary of federation is unification-one 
people, one Parliament, one Government, 
one flag, one destiny. One does not need 
to be very long in office as a Minister of the 
Crown to know that there is very much 
conflict in administration with the Common­
wealth Government at the present time. 

We have also heard in this debate that it 
would be wise for us to co-operate on this 
occasion to overcome the present financial 
depression. We all admit that there is a 
depression, although I do not think it is 
quite as bad as some politicians, pressmen, 
and others make out ; I think there is a 
good deal of panic about it-but I believe 
our country is rich enough to overcome any 
present difficulty. I am one of those who 
believe that a country is not judged so much 
on its power to borrow as on its power to 
pro_duce and manufacture and pay back. I 
believe we ha vc sufficient wealth in Australia 
to meet our obligations. As I have often 
stated in this Chamber we can trace all our 
financial difficulties to' the one source-that 
we are over-producers and are under­
populated. vVe can trace all our difficulties 
to under-population. 

Mr. KELSO : Do you say the seriousness of 
the present financial situation is exaggerated? 

Mr. A. J. JONES: I think it is. 

Mr. KELSO: Did you see what the Treasurer 
of New South Wales, Mr. Stevens said in 
this morning's paper? ' 

Mr. A. J. JONES : I did not. 
Mr. KELSO: It is worth reading. 

Mr. A. J. JONES: The hon. member had 
t~e opportunity of ~aking_ his own speech. 
\v e have heard durmg th•s debate that it 
would be a wise thing at the present time 
to sink all party differences, that we should 
all pull tovether, that we should burv the 
hatchet. \1' c know that statements of that 
kind_ ere mere platitudes, because it is not 
poe,Jb!e under any system of parliamentarY 
government in which we have two distinct 
parties for them to be able to pull together. 
Vve on this side have principles ideals and 
aspirations which are diametric'al!y op!1osed 
to those of hon. members who constitute the 
Government. For instance, I am one of 
those "·ho regret very much that during 
this and the previous session of Parliament 
hon. members opposite have destroyed one 

of the fundamental principles of the Land 
Act as passed by the party to wliich I 
belong. I refer to the attitude of hon. mem­
bers opposite in selling the land, the birth­
right of the people. 

Mr. En WARDS: You own freehold land. 

Mr. A. J. JONES: Of course I do, and 
so does the hon. member. 

Mr. DANIEL: Then why do you object to 
anyone else owning it? 

Mr. A. J. JONES: I do not. I am attack­
ing the system of selling land, and I am 
backed up by very high authority. When 
the hon. member has been longer in Parlia­
ment, he will know that cverv hon. member 
is the victim of the system that is in opera­
tion. If I want to establish my home and 
I cannot get a leasehold tenure, I have to 
take a freehold. 

Mr. CLAYTON: You can get a leasehold at 
Enoggera. 

Mr. A. J. ,JONES: I do not feel inc!:ned 
to remove my home to Enoggem. 

Mr. CLAYTON : Can you not convert to a 
leasehold? 

Mr. A. J. JONES: The hon. member 
knows that I cannot convert. On this ques­
tion I am backed up by some very high 
authorities, whom I propO'·e to quote. The 
late Right Hon. W. E. Gladstonc said in 
1870-

" Personalty does not impose limitn­
tions on the action and iudustry of man 
and the well-being of Lhe commtiJ,ity as 
the possco,ion of land doe', and thcrcfor·} 
I freely own that compuiwry appropria­
tion (of land) is a thing which is ad­
mis,ible, and even sound in principle." 

J. A. Froude says-
" Land. rroperly speaking, cannot be 

owned by any man; it belongs to all 
the human race." 

Frederic Harri~o·1 Sf;.yS·-

" We must be ready 1rJ act on the 
ancient principle of English law, that 
the nation is the ultimate o.wner of the 
soil." 

John Ruskin says-
"Bodies of men, land, water, and air, 

aro the principal of those things which 
are not, and which it is criminal to con­
sider as, personal or exchangeable pro­
perty.'' 

R. \V. Em~r,on says-
" \Vhilc another man has no hnd, my 

title to mine. vonr title to yours, is at 
onrc vitiatPd.'' 

.John Stw• rt Mill says-· 
" The land of every country belongs 

to the people of that country." 
Gettinv nParer home. a former Secretary 
for Public Lands, the latp Hon. J. T. Bell, 
\vhom CYPr:vbodv recogni.sed as a very C'apable 
man nnd a student of surh matters, once 
said thot. if Queensland were starting over 
again. he wo•lld not be in favour of selling 
one a0re of land. ·what was known as the 
Bell Land Act provided for both leasehold 
and freehold tenures for countr.,- land. It 
wa' he who introduced the svstein of giving 
to a selector the option to take either free­
hold or leasehold. 

A "reat many people who believe in the 
freehold tenure take the leasehold tenure 
when it suits them. When the Mount Morgan 

1f1r. A. J. Jones.] 
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gold mine was discovered, the freehold sys· 
tern operated i:1 this State, and the law pro­
vided that a certain percentage of the gold 
won-I think 1s. per oz.-should be paid to 
the Crown by wav of royalty; and the amount 
paid bv the Mcunt Morgan Company in 
royalties between 1894 and 1910 was £95,000. 
The Lr.bour Government instituted the per­
petual leasehold system under the mining 
leg·islation. A gold-mining lease has a term 
of only twenty-one years; but the Mount 
Morgan Company converted its freehold 
tenure to the leasehold tenure bv nwans of 
an em bling- Act passed through this Chamber 
in 1909 T was not in the House, but· I 
know that the law enabled the company to 
take up a twenty-years lease in preference 
tn its freehold tenure. Does that indicate that 
that company regarded its leasehold tenure as 
an insecure tenure? 

Mr. CLAYTO~ : If you had an opportunity 
of securing a farm at a similar price under 
the leasehold svstom and one under the free­
hold s3•stem, ~ hich would you take? 

Mr. A. J. JONES: I would take the lease· 
hold. 

'\fr. CLAYTO~ No wonder ex-Justice 
Campbell sa.id what he did about you. 

Mr. A. J. JONRS: I am as much con­
cerned about the opininn of the hon. member 
for \Vide Bay concerning my character as I 
am about the gentleman to whom he refers. 

Mr. CLAYTON: I did not say anything about 
your character. It is all right. 

Mr. A. J. JO~ES: The Mount Morgan 
Company converted from a freehold tenure 
to a leasehold tenure to avoid th,e payment 
of a rovalh to the State, which had been 
imposed. not bv a Labour Government, but 
b,· a Nationalist Government. which com­
pelled the company to contribute £95.000 in 
rovaltiPs during the good days of Mount 
Morgan. Under the leasehold tenure the 
company was r0liev<'d of this liability for the 
future. J am sure that the present Secretary 
fnr Mines would be pleased if the Mount 
Mm·f[en mine "·as producing- to-dav the 
quantity of gold produced in 1909, an:d was 
paying to the dE'nari'rnent a royalty on gold 
prnduction 0n the basis provided by the 
original freehold tenure of the company. 

Mr. KELSO: You know that a gold mine 
i.< a wasting asset. 

\1r. A .. J. JONES: I do know that at the 
present time. 

]\.fr. KELSO: It always is. 

Mr. ~\. J. JOi\JES: We are hoping for 
a reviya] in the goldmining industry. I 
pronase to show how gold production has 
dcelined in this State. 

The SE"RI:TARI- FOR RAILWAYS: You are still 
" super-optimist. 

Mr. A. J. cTO'\'ES: I am very optimistic 
nbout increasing the gold production in 
Queensland; but, in my opinion. that will 
net be done by discovering new Mount 
Morgans, Charters To\\-ers, or Gympies. In 
m> opinion. gold production will be increased 
only bv exploiting- the mines already dis­
covered. vVhen I was a Minister of the 
Crown. I held the opinion, and still hold the 
opinion. that it is not so much a question of 
new discoveries as it is a question of treating 
the ore-bodies, particularly gold, that have 
already been discovered. That is the prob-

fMr. A. J. Jones. 

!em that faces Queensland to-day. The' 
remedy is to do something to encourage the 
gold-mining industry to enable that to be' 
done. I am going to suggest a way later on. 

The decline in the gold yield has been 
qunted. The best year of gold production 
in this State was 1900. In that year Queens­
land produced 676,027 fine ounces of gold. 
One has to multiply those figures by £4 4s. 
lld. per ounce to get the production value. 
Last year-1929-showed the lowest gold 
yield on record. We produced only 9,47& 
fine ounces of gold. This great reduction 
must be reflected in the financial position 
of this State also. The best year enjoyed 
by Gympie was 1903, when the yield was-
147,622 fine ounces, while in 1929 that field' 
produced only 1,417 fine ounces. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That applies 
to all goldfields. They peter out everywhere. 

Mr. A. J. JONES: Fortunately for Gym· 
pie, the surrounding country consisted of 
most valuable dairying and agricultural 
land; and the hon. gentleman knows that 
the value of butter production in Gympie 
to-day, or in any year during the last six 
or seven years, is greater than the ¥alue of 
gold production on the field. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is a more 
healthy industry for the worker, too. 

Mr. A. J. JONES: The best year of gold 
production for Charters Towers was 1899, 
when the yield was 319,572 fine ounces, 
whereas last year only 219 fine ounces were 
produced. In 1917, the first year of my 
office as Secretary for Mines, the gold pro· 
duction of Queensland was 179,305 fine ounces, 
as against 249,711 fine ounces when the 
Labour Government were first elected to 
office. Last year it was only 9,476 ~ne 
ounces. No one is to blame for the dechne 
in our mineral wealth or gold production. 
The blame cannot be attached to any Minis­
ter. As the Secretary for Railways said, 
goldfields decline and give out. The gold 
yield for Queensland declined from 249,711 
fine ounces in 1915, when Labour assumed 
officE', to 9,472 fine ounces when I 1-:ft o_ffice. 
Therefore anything we can do legiSlatively 
to encour~ge gold production or relieve the 
g-oldmining industry of taxation should be 
done. It is unwise for the Government .ta 
imagine for one moment that they ca_n assrst 
the goldmining industry by increasing the 
hour.< of the men engaged in the industry or 
by a redqction in wages. 

[2 p.m.J 
In neither the goldmining industry nor 

the metalliferous mining industry generally 
is a reduction o.f wages and an increase of 
hours likely to afford the remedy that hon. 
members opposite have in mind. I am firn:ly 
oi opinion that it will ha<e the opposrte 
(ffect. I believe-and I think the hon. mem­
ber for Gympie will agree with me in ~his--;­
that it will bring about a sbte of meffi­
ciencv, which frequently is the case when 
wage~ are reduced and h<;mrs are in_cr.ease~­
and more particularly m the mmmg In­

dustry than any other. It is not a. proper 
method for assisting the goldmining mdustry 
or anv other industry. There are methods 
for reducing costs of production other than 
l·v reducing \vagpg and increasing hours. 
]ior many years the weekly hours of labour 
in mining throughout Queensland have not 
exceeded forty-four. Surely it is a retro­
gressive step to exclude the mining. industry 
from the jurisdiction of the Industrial Court 
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in order that the hours of labour may be 
increased to forty-eight! No employer or 
employee ever anticipated that the day 
would arrive in Queensland when we would 
r<:vert to the 48-hour week for metalliferous 
mining. There is some talk of reopening 
the Mount Morgan mine under the 48-hour 
"eek system ; but I hope that, if the mine 
i• reopened, the usual hours will be worked. 
Everyone who knows anything of the con­
ditions in Mount Morgan knows that, unless 
th€· worker there is killed by accident, he 
must invariably die from one cause-miners' 
phthisis. Everyone who goes to work in the 
Mount Morgan mine knows what his fate 
is going to be. The remedy for combating 
the disease _is the use of up-to-date drilling, 
v:ater-spraymg, etc. 

The TREASURER: That is a very strong 
argument for doing no mining at all. 

Mr. A. J. JONES : It is certainly a very 
strong argument for a reduction in the 
working hours of miners; and undoubtedly 
rr.etalliferous mining should be carried on 
under a shorter working week than is the 
ca.se in any other industry. Hon. members 
orposite twitted us when we increased the 
hours of public servants to thiry-nine and 
o -half per week; but picture the public ser­
vants' conditions as against those of metalli­
ferous miners \<orking forty-eight hours per 
week ! Undoubtedly a shorter working week 
should be worked in the metalliferous min­
ing industry, which is quite different from 
the coalmining industry, except, of course, 
that accidents may happen in the latter in­
dustry. Still, coalmining is a much healthier 
vccupation than metalliferous mining; 
indeed, in some of the cGalmines in. Scotland, 
I understand that people sufferm"' from 
chest complaints are frequently take~ down 
mines in the hope that the air there may 
have beneficial effects. Quite the reverse 
position exists with regard to metalliferous 
mining, as tho hon. member for l\iount 
Morgan has stressed not only in this Cham­
ber but outside. 

The. remedy suggested by hon. members 
opposite fo'l· the pre· •'nt depr<>ssion in indus­
try is an. increase of hours to forty-eight and 
a reductwn of wag<s. If wages are reduced 
it will bring about a state of inefficiency in 
the mining industry which will be detri­
mental to that industry. Wages represent 
an infinitesimal proportion of the total 
expenses. No doubt a relief from the burden 
of taxation and improved methods in mining 
and the treatm0nt of ore will assist the gold­
mining and the metalliferous mining indus­
tries. Obsolete plants should be scrapped, 
as several companies are doing at the pre­
sent time. Those who are engaging in gold­
mining are introducing up-to-date machi­
nery. When on the other side of the Cham­
ber, I stated that Chillagoe should be car·ried 
on as first-class works or as third-class works, 
meaning that we should be up to date in our 
treatment of the ore supplied to the smelters, 
or that we should have a third-class plant 
concent•rating the ore and sending th<: con­
centrates overseas for treatment. One of 
the things that the Government had to con­
tend with when they purchased Chil!agoe 
was that certain ores came into the smelters 
containing 10 per cent. lead, 10 per cent. 
zinc, and small values of silver and gold. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: A lot of 
rubbish went into the smelters. 

Mr. A. J. JONE.S: A lot of rubbish goes 
into all smelters. We paid ls. per ton 
royalty on the ore-not on the r 'oduction­
to drive off the zinc by a process 'of roasting 
so that the lead could be recovered. In 
Germany and other countries they save the 
gold and silver, and they save the zinc also; 
but, because of obsolete plant and obsolete 

methods, we were driving off one value to save 
something of equal value. As a matter of 
fact, spelter at that time was £2 per ton 
higher in price than lead. The mining indus­
trv is not going to be assisted by a reduction 
of wages to a good type of men who face 
death as few men do, nor by an increase in 
hours. The industry will be improved by 
carrying on mining as an industry rather 
than by engaging in it in a haphazard 
fashion, as, unfo•rtunately, we are forced to 
do at the pr<"•ent time. We can be assured 
that we shall have no more rich Gympies or 
Charters Towers; therefore, it behoves us 
to help the mining industry in every way by 
a reduction of taxation-and other industries 
can be helped in the same manner-and by 
up-to-date methods of treatment. 

I made some reference to Chillagoe. I 
understand there was a loss on Chillagoe last 
vear, and that tl:ere will also be a loss this 
year. I am not going to adopt the attitude 
which hon. members opposite adopted towards 
me when they were on this side of the 
Chamber. We know that there has been a 
large amount of money lost on Chillagoe; 
but we must remember that, when the Chil­
lagoe works were purchased, we took over 
249 miles of railway, and the interest on t'he 
capital cost of that railway had to be met 
all along. \Ve took over the mines and smelt­
ing works. For the last five years the losses 
O'l Mount JVIorgan have been greater than the 
lcsses on the Chillagoe smelters; and nobody 
can say that ]\'fount l\'forgan was suffering 
from incompetent management in any pant 
of its operations. 

1'be present Secretary for Mines Is faced 
with the same difficulty that I experienced. 
There \Yas a loss on Chillagoe last year, and 
there will be ono this year; and metal prices 
are one of the causes of the loss. I scmnathise 
with the .Minister, because he has· to- carry 
on with an obsolete plant at Chillagoe. He 
i.3 carryiPc; on in a lesser degree, perhaps,. 
than we were; ;,nd it will be very interesting 
to know what the loss is. When we pur­
chased Chillagoe, I used the argument in the 
Legislative Council that no Government 
smelters shol.\ld be run unless those who own 
the smelters also own the mines. Men who 
supply ore to the smelters for tr<'atment· will 
not do so unless they can get a fair price for 
their ore. When prices decline, suppliers 
refuse to send their own ore to the smelters. 
vV e purchased the Mungana mines, as hon. 
members know. I find on page 82 of the 
report of the Department' of Mines the follow­
ing statement by Mr. Rutledge, the present 
general manager at Chillagoe :-

" A fact well known in customs smelters 
is that ore supply is always erratic where 
the smelter does not operate a mine of 
its own. "Whilst the metals a.re at a pay­
able price the suppli€'., of ore are gener­
ally ample, but onc'' the metal prices 
descend to a price which only proves pay­
able to the easily worked miues, the ore 
supplit~;;; become very restricted." 

That proves right up to the hilt my conten­
tion that it is necessary for Government or 
any other smelters to have their own mines 

Mr. A.. J. Jones.] 
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in order to provide an adequate supply of 
ore. 

We shall have a better opportunity on the 
Mines Estimates of dealing more in detail 
with wme of those mining problems. This 
morning I ga vo the Con1rr1ittee some figures 
showing the decline in gold production; and 
during the luncheon adjournment I looked up 
the figures with regard to the decline in 
mineral production. l find that in 1917 the 
value of minerals produced in Queensland 
was £3,200,000; in 1929 the value was only 
£100,000 The Hlue of copper produced in 
1913-which was the best production in 
Queensland during its history-was 23,655 
tons, valued at £1,660,178. In 1917, which 
was a war year, the tonnage produced was 
19,062 tons of a value of £2,265,422. Last 
year-1929-\Ye only produced 3,747 tons of 
copper, of the value of £294,188. The only 
mineral which has increased in production 
in later years is coaL Our coal production 
has considerably increased, because we use 
the the commoditv in Australia-it is not an 
exportable commodity, 

That proves again my contention that it is 
a wise thing to build up our home market in 
Australia so that we can use here what we 
produce here. It will be a good day for 
Australia when we take into consideration 
the problem not only of producing by-pro­
ducts from some of our minerals and metals 
which to-day we waste, but also the problem 
of using them. We waste too many of the 
by-products of metal production in Aus­
tralia ; but we need to use them as well as 
save them. I hope to have something further 
to say on that subject when the Estimates 
of the Department of Mines are being con­
sidered. 

Again I say that it is all so much political 
claptrap-if I may use that vulgarism-to 
say that we should sink all party politics, 
and that we should pull together and bury 
the hatchet. I repeat that our differences 
a.re so great, our principles and aspirations 
AO widely separated, that it is not possible 
for the party opposite and this party to 
maintain any political friendship. How can 
this party be friendly with a party that 
believes in selling land? We hold the prin­
ciple of refusing to sell Crown land to be 
a fundamental principle of the Labour 
movement. Can there be any friendship 
between us and the party that believes in 
t·educing the wages of the workers; between 
us and the party that believes in balancing 
the Budget by taking 1s. from the poor 
woman with the orphan child? 

Hon. members opposite have reduced the 
educational vote. This party stands for the 
spending of large sums of money on educa­
tion, because we believe that the hope of the 
Labour movement is a well-educated demo­
cracy. We are not afraid of a well-educated 
people. vVe believe that our movement 
depends on education. The policy of hon. 
members opposite in the past-the old Con­
servative Party-has been to keep the people 
uneducated so that they would vote for them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAII,WAYS: You have 
two voices-one for the cit-, and one for 
the country. · 

Mr. A. J. JONES: I have not. In my 
time I have represented a country electorate 
and a city electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I have 
heard you speak differently in my electorate 
when y0u addressed farmers. 

[Mr. A. J. Jones. 

:Mr. A. J. J ONES: It may surprise the 
hon. gentleman to hear me say that I agree 
with one of the statements of the hon. mem­
ber who preceded me, and who now repre­
sents a district which I once represented­
I believe that the only respect in which I do 
agree with him is that more people should 
go on the land and that we should encourage 
them to do so. 'I'his party will do that. I 
believe we can produce more; but I clo not 
believe in the reduction of wages or the 
rationing of work. If there is a shortage, 
let hon. members opposite take the _respon­
sibilitv of providing work and paymg for 
it. It is better for a country to have a few 
well-employed people than to have many on 
half wages and bad conditions. Half wag_es 
and the rationing of work at low wagGs will 
always lead to inefficiency; and in the batt~e 
to populate Australia with white people. It 
is better to have a few unemployed ,~h;te 
persons than a lot of well-employed mg­
gers." On the same principle I believe tJ:tat 
it is better to have men on high wages whrch 
will create work for other men rather than 
to reduce wages and ration work. 

At 2.20 p.m., 
Mr. MAXWELL (Toou•ong), one of the par;el 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. TEDMAN (Maree): A debate on t_he 
Financial Statement affords an opportumty 
to hon members to offer criticism, helpful 
suggestions, and to ventil<1;te any_ griev~nce~; 
it also offers an opportunny. of mdulgmg m 
political propagandrt, whiCh has been 
thoroughly seized upon . by hon. m~mbers 
opposite. A speech delivered on thr_s sub­
ject would not be a speecJ:t at all If o_ne 
did not endeavour to deal WI~h the fir;anmal 
position of Australia, and If _one did not 
deal with the matters contamed I'; _the 
Financial Statement and express an opmwn, 
to some extent at least, as to the cause. of 
the generally admitted fina!'cial depresswn 
in this country. When mtroducmg the 
Budget in this Chamber last week, the 
Treasurer pointed out that. the Queensland 
Government, in colrlmon with all the Aus­
tralian Governments, found themselyes face 
to face with a most critic" I financial p_ro­
blem; and I have heard no stat<:ment _dur~ng 
this debate up to the present time differmg 
from that assertion. TJ:te Gomm~mwealth 
Prime :Minister, Mr. Scullm, when mtroduc­

. ing his Budget into _the Federal Parliament 
on 9th July last, smd-

" In formulating the Budget for 1930-
31 the Government was faced with . a 
fln'ancial depre"ion without parallel m 
the thirty years' life of the Gommon­
,_·ealth." 

It is quite evident that the Treasurer for 
the State of Queensland and t~e Treasurer 
of the Commonwealth of Australia are tJ:ti!'k­
ing along c?mmo_n lines. to-day, recogmsmg 
the difficulties w1th whrch they are fac!"d, 
and recognising the great task con~rontmg 
them in the handling of the finanCJal pro­
blems of Australia. The statement by Mr. 
Scullin is of comparatively recent date, but 
since his utterance the position has developed. 
It has become more acute, and it is m_ore 
difficult than it appeared to be at the bme 
he made his statement-on 9th July last. 
Although that statement was made onl_Y 
three months ago, the Treasurer of th1s 
Government had knowledge in his possession, 
and had the advantage of knowing _certain 
happenings that had taken place whrch Mr. 
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Scullin did not have at the time he intro­
duced his Budget into the Federal Parlia­
ment, although Mr. Scullin admitted at the 
time that the position confronting him was 
the most difficult in the thirty vears' history 
of the Australian Parliament. • \Vhen I say 
that the Queensland Treasurer was in posses­
sion of the knowledge of happenings that 
were not available to Mr. Scullin when 
he introduced his Budget, I refer to a 
financial conference which took place on a 
date subsequent to that on which Mr. Scullin 
made his Budget Speech. What happened 
at that conference in :Melbourne between 
18th and 21st August, when the Premiers 
and Treasurers of the respective States, 
together with the leaders of the Federal 
Government, met is common knowledge 
throughout Australia. The resolutions 
arrived at at that conference are generally 
known throughout Australia, although th~r.e 
is some difference of opinion as to whether 
the resolutions arrived at were the wisest 
that could be arrived at. 

There is some difference of opinion as to 
v, hethor that conference was justified in 
agreeing to those resolutions ; but this one 
fact remains-that reprc-,entatives of all the 
Parliaments of Australia. con0urr'ed in the 
carrying of those resolutions, and subscribed 
their signatures to an agreement. Since that 
date this State has honourably abided by 
the decision then arrived at. These con­
clusions were arriyed at far apart from any 
personal interests, far apart from any self­
interest, but wholl.v and entirely in the 
illterests of the futuro of Australia and the 
,\ ustralian States and people. At the time 
oi coming to that decision the Treasurer 
was in possession of certain knowledge; 
and subsequent happenings in relation to 
the activities of the Federal Government 
bear out my statement that even Mr. Scullin 
was not in possession of sufficient knowle-dge 
at the tim<' of submitting his Budget to 
the Federal Parliament to enable him to 
submit a Budget that could be given effect 
to, or a Budget that could be considered 
sotisfactory to the Commonwealth of Am­
tralia. That statement is proved by the 
fact that to--day the Commonwealth Govern· 
ment are considering ways and means for 
bringing about alterations of the proposals 
in that Budget, and the adoption of some 
means wher<:by the saving provided for in the 
Budget can be alt,·red. There are facts m 
oonncction with the conference held th'lt 
emphasise the gravity of the situation; and 
I have no knowledge of any conference 
having been held previously in the history 
of Australia which was strictly on all-fours 
with it. The fact that the financial experts 
from London were present, after they had 
spent some time with the highest T'reasur_, 
officials in investigating the financial posi­
tion of Australia. malms that statement 
indisputable. At that conference there also 
was present the chairman o.f the board of 
directors of the Commonwealth Bank, Sir 
Robert Gibson. As a matter of fact, one 
might be justified in referring to that con­
fprence as Australia at the cros> roa-ds. The 
fir"ancial depression existing throughout Aus­
tralia to-day has not arisen overnight, but 
is the outcome of many years' operations. 
It is the outcome of years of over-spending; 
it is the outcome of years of living beyond 
our means. The Treasurer, when present­
ing his Budget Speech twelve months ago, 
pointe-d to the difficulties ahead. We all 
recognise that that hon. gentleman realised 

that there were difficult times confronting 
him during the year just concluded. Queens­
land is participating with all other Aus­
tralian States in a ver.v difficult period of 
fiJlancial and trade depression. 

At 2.30 p.m., 
Mr. GRIMSTONE (Stanley), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. 
Maxwell in the chair. 

.Mr. TEDMAN: In order to meet the 
situation in Queensland and to give effect 
to the recognition that the Treasurer had of 
that situation twelve months ago, certain 
economies had to be practised in various 
Government departments. The fact that 
economy has been practised is proved by the 
statement that expenditure was reduced 
below the estimate for the year just con­
cluded by £314,822. Unfortunately, during 
that period there was a serious decline in 
·revenue to the extent of £861.865, which 
made the task of balancing the Budgnt prac­
tically an impossibility. Although the deficit 
of £723,185 is considerably more than the 
estimated -deficit of £176,142, and has been 
a sourco of much adverse criticism by hon. 
members opposite, I contend that no man 
can peer into the future and say to-day with 
certainty what may eventuate next year. 
Neither could the Treasurer twelve mo:pths 
ago reasonably forecast the income that 
would be received by the State in the ensu­
ing twelve months, and the hon. gentleman 
cannot certainly be blamed for a decline in 
revenue. Falling revenue presents one of 
the most difficult problems confronting all 
Governments in Australia. It is t,) some 
extent responsible for the fact that it was 
necessarv that a decision should be arrived 
at to balance our Budget. Falling revenue 
is wholly and solely responsible for the cur­
tailment of many Government depaJ tments, 
and is to some extent responsible for the 
unfortunate reduction in wages which has 
had to be made in many cases. Falling 
revenue does not merely affect the States; it 
is a serious question for the Commonwea~th. 
The Commonwealth Governmont, when pre­
sentin~ their Budget, fully recognised the 
effect of a falling revenue, which was due 
mainly to the prohibition and the limitation 
of imports into this countr.v. 

Although hon. members opposite aJ e prone 
to say that this is the most disast-rous deficit 
ever created in Queensland, a close analysis 
of the position will disclose that included in 
that deficit is a sum of £313,535 which was 
provided towards inter0st and redemption on 
our nublic debt, so that, after all, the deficit 
is not so bad as at a first glance it may 
appear to be. 

There were other •reasons why it became 
impossible to balance the accounts of the 
State. One of the most important reasons 
is that income tax receipts for the year 
decreased to the extent of £273,092. That 
all sections of the communitv are sharing in 
the loss of income is proved by that fact. 
There was a serious decline in othe·r forms 
of taxation receipts. 

At 2.34 p.m., 
Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved JYlr. 
Grimstone in the chair. 

Mr. TEDMAN: That decline in income 
tax receipts last year clea·rly shows that 
industry bore its part in the losses through­
out the community, and I particularly want 
to emphasise that fact. 

Mr. Tedman.] 
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There has been a good deal of criticism in 
regard to the action of the Government in 
loaning to the Loan Council certain sums 
of money during the past year, but that 
action has been amply justified by the fact 
that it brought an income of £58,770 to this 
State by way of interest on the amount 
loaned. 

There are various phases of the problems 
confronting us. One of the greatest problems 
-p, obably the greatest of all-is the for­
midable task placed on the shoulders of the 
people of Australia to meet the £55,000,000 
that has to be paid each year in interest; 
and there is a no lesser task placed on the 
shoulders of the people of Queensland by 
the fact that last year we had to meet an 
interest bill of £5.842,415. The Australian 
States, together with the Commonwealth, 
are confronted with the problem of increas­
ing their revenne, and it is a difficult pro­
blem to decwe wnere tnat revenue is to 
come from. Declining revenue during the 
last financial year presented a very diffi­
cult proposition. We all know that a decline 
in revenue is the order of the day through­
out all the States of Australia. This, 
together with a seriously diminished Loan 
Fund, inevitably means more unemploy­
ment. The Governments of the various 
States cannot find the same amount of 
employment out of the loan money allotted 
this year as they could out of the amount 
allotted in the past years. That is bound 
to have a very bad effect upon employment 
throughout Australia. 

The loan expenditure in Australia for 
the current year has been limited to 
£15,000.000. ]\'" e•v let us take into considera­
tion the amount of loan money that has 
been spent. I know that the hon. member 
for Fae,,ifern will sav, "Not wisely spent." 
But th8 fact remains that momw has been 
borrowed in the past to develop the resources 
of this Stat~, and it is regrettable that the 
money so borrm\'ed has not been invested 
in such a wav that it would not be a burden 
upon the people of the Statf' It is regret, 
able th"t the loan monev spent throughout 
A11~tralia hDs not been invested in such a 
way that at least it would rctnrn interest 
on the amount borrowed. \Vcre thr.t so. 
we would not be perturbed about the amount 
o£ rr1oney owing overseas and to the people 
within Australia. In view of what has 
happened, we have to view. thiF matter in 
an entirely different light. The expendi­
tur<'. of loan money has a very important 
bearmg on the unemplo"ment figures for 
Australia, which I shall quote later on. 
According to the official statistics for the 
Commonwealth, in the last six vears the 
Commonwealth Government expen.dcd from 
general loan account a sum of £66.684.434. 

The aggregate loan expenditure for all the 
States in the same period was £194.310,421. 
or a total loan expenditure in six yPars by 
the St.ates and the Commonwealth Govern­
ments of more than £260,000,000. The figures 
show that the average expenditure of the 
Commonwealth and States over a period of 
six years was £45,165,809. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS being engaged in con­
versation, 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I would ask hon. members on my left to 
refrain from conversation, as I can scarcely 
hear the hon. member for Maree. 

Mr. TEDMAN: No sane person would 
~nntend that this rate of expenditure could 

[Mr. Tedman. 

continue, or that the ·day had not arrived in 
Australia when we should take into con­
sideration ways and means for governing 
Australia on an entirely different basis. 

There are other serious phases of the 
financial conditions of Australia; and one 
of the most serions is the decline in 
the value of exports from Australia over­
seas-not so much the quantity of goods 
exported as the value received for t~ose 
goods. I think it has wisely been re all sed 
that it is only reasonable that we should 
live within our means. The only sane con­
clusion that can be arrived at is that Bud­
gets must be balanced for a period of years 
to come and not merely for the present 
year; but the balancing o~ Budgets does 
not entirely solve the financ1al problem. It 
will help to a considerable extent; but 
there are factors operating -..yhich have. a 
greater influence on the financial. depressiOn 
existing to-day than the balancmg o~ tJ:e 
Budget, and one of them, as I have sa1d. 1s 
the question of our exports overseas. I sh3;ll 
be able to show the tremendous fall m 
prices of our exports overseas as I proceed. 

The serious aspect of the expor.t deprecia­
tion and the cc.nsequent fall !n reve!'ue 
render necessarv increased taxatron, whrch,. 
unfortunately, has a rebounding effect on 
the people. I can only repeat what has been 
stated in this Chamber on. many occ.aswns­
that the increase of taxatiOn upor: mdustry 
is only going to add to our penis by the 
fact that, as has been admitted, increased 
taxation eventually rebounds on the con· 
snmer. Having agreed gene~·ally that the 
reorganisation period has arnved, and that 
Governments will be compelled to hand~e 
the position no matter how unpopular !t 
may be-and it is generally agreed on th1s 
side of the Chamber that it is an unpopular 
and unpleasant duty-we have. to do wh~t 
is necessary to place the busmess of th1s 
State on a sound basis. I shall show that 
this ta9k is equally unp.Jeasant. to other Go­
vernments in Austraha whwh are not 
National Governments. 

There are Governments in Australi!l to·.day 
-I refer to South Australia and VICtona­
which are facing exactly the same problem, 
and handling it in very much the same 
manner as we are in this State. They are 
handling it in the only way open at the 
present time. 

It is almost impossibl~ to inm;ease taxa­
tion to any extent; and, w1th a f~llmg revenue 
and the necessity for balancm.g ;Budgets, 
the only possible ;vay to do 1t 1s by a 
reduction of expenditure. The greater part 
of the expenditure of a State is the amount 
paid for the services of the State. As much 
as 48 per cent. of the revenu~ of the State 
goes in the payment of servwes rendere9-, 
and the difficulty is such that no State 111 

Australia can continue to P':Y the same 
amount of money for the serVIces rendered 
aa in the past. · There is no method open 
to any Government, no matter. w.hat their 
political oCJinions may. be, of bnngu:g about 
a reduction in expend1tur.:; fm: servwes n;n· 
dcred other than a reductwn m the salanes 
and wages of the public servants. I do not 
for one moment blame either the Victorian 
or the South Australian Government for 
facing the issue and reducing the wages of 
their nublic servants; but I say that our 
Govcr~mcnt are equally entitied to be 
absolved from any responsibility in the 
matter. We all know that great advantage 



Supply. [10 OcTOBER.] Supply. 1549 

rs being taken by hon. members opposite of 
tne opportunity for political propaganda 
which the actions of the Government have 
plac<'d in their hands, and there is no doubt 
that that advantage will continue to be 
tak0n of it. 

Mr. PEASE: You are taking the advantage. 
The hon. member for Burnett "anted another 
10 per cont. cut. 

Mr. TEDMAN: I want to take no advan­
tage of tho present llituation; neither do I 
want to offer any apology for what we are 
doing. I say that the correctness of the 
course taken by the Government is unques­
tionable. If members of the Opposition 
realise their responsibilities to their State, 
they will offer no criticism on the score of 
the reduction of wages. I say they are 
doing nothing more than taking a mean 
political .advantage; but I believe the people 
of Australia are so seized of the position 
that by the time the trouble passes the 
people generally will give Governments in 
general the credit to which they are entitled. 
There is only one course opon to any Govern­
ment-to face the issue and do that which 
they know is absolutely right, irrespective of 
gaining any political favours or losing any­
thing politically. (Opposition interruption.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMX!'': Order! 

Mr. TEDMA~: It is their duty; and the 
Government that will not do so cannot hope 
to remain in control of the affairs of the 
State. (Renewed Opposition interruption.) 

The 'l'E~IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I would like hon. members on my left to 
obey my call. I would remind them that, 
while I am in the chair, I expect to be 
obeyed. I shall not remind them again. 

Mr. TEDMAN: I was only desirous of 
dealing with the case as I see it; and, if I 
hurt the feelings of hon. members opposite, 
I cannot help It. 

Mr. I' EASE: The hon. member for Burnett 
has ,aid that there should be another 10 per 
cent. reduction in the wages of public 
servants. 

. JVlr. TI<:DMAN: The position is here, and 
n; must bo faced. I repeat, not onlv is it 
unpleasant for tho Government to do the 
things they have had to do, but it is equally 
m•pleasant for lifr. Hogan. the Premier of 
Victoria, Mr. Hill, the Premier of South 
Australia, and Mr. Fcnt·on. Acting Prime 
Minister, to have to come to earth and get 
dc-wn to a basis upon which Governments can 
b8 carried on by reducing wages in the way 
that these Governments have done and pro­
pose to do. 

Repeated attacks have been macle upon this 
Government for removing certain employees 
from the ambit of the Industrial Court; but 
what has happened in other spheres in 
Australia? 

Mr. PEASE : 'They did not do that. 

l\1r. TEDMA~: Recentlv the full bench 
of the Federal Arbitration, Court considered 
an application presented by four Govern­
ments of Austraha, two of which are Labour 
Governments. 

Mr. PEASE: 'l'hey trust the court. 

Mr. TEDMAN: The judges of the court, 
ia their wisdom, decided that it was in the 
interests of the people of Australia and in the 
interests of the maintenance of good govern-

mcnt that certain governmental instrurnentali­
ties should be remo\·cd from the Federal 
Arbitration Court, and they have been so 
removed. \Vhy have they been removed? 
Why was the application made? Was it in 
support of an increase in wage~ or a reducw 
tion of hours? No. The application was 
made so that the respective Governments 
might have the power to deal with their own 
domestic inotrumentalities in their own way, 
which is only right and proper. 

Mr. PEASE: Your Government forced the 
public ~en•ants to the Industrial Court, and 
then gave them the "axe." 

J\fr. TEDMAN: The judges of the Federal 
Arbitration Court considered that it was 
ody reasonable that the States should exer­
cise the rig·hts given to them by law-rights 
that should never have been taken from 
them. ThE •e States are now in a position to 
deal with their own financial position in a 
way contemplated by their various Constitu­
tions. 

::i1r. EDWARDS interjected. 
l\1r. PEASE: I never stole mY mate's seat in 

Parliament. I never took a man down. 

Tho TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I appeal to hon. member on my left, and 
particularly to the Deputy Leader of· the 
Opposirion, to obey my call to order. 

::ilr .. PEASE: Hon. members opposite ·are 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRlVL\N: Order ! 
I ·remind the hon. member that he must 
obey tho direction of the Chair. 

Mr. PK\SE: Don't forget· the other side. 

The TEi.IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I would nmind hon. members on both sides 
that they must obey my call to order, other­
wise I will deal with them. 

Mr. TEDMX!'\: I was proceeding to say 
that the respective Governments have been 
gi,·en tho right to control their own affairs. 
Why was the application made to the Federal 
Arbitration Court? \Yas it because the indus­
tries concerned were being controlied success­
fullv? \Yas it because thoro had been an 
inc1:case in revenue? Ot was it bocause the 
industries had reached such a stage that it 
was absolutely essential that some relief 
should be given to the respective Govern­
ments' \Ye have it on record that Mr. 
Hogan, the Premier of Victoria, in reply to 
a deputation, said that the only thmg that 
he could see to do was to continue to pay 
the employees their wages until there was no 
money left. In eonnectioa with this applica­
tion it is only right· that I should quote my 
authority. I refer to an article in the " Daily 
Mail " of 3rd September. 1930-

" URGENT NEED. 
"SE'J' ASIDE AWARDS. 
'Casq for Rail1cays." 

We ha ye to bear in mind the fact that in 
this case the Government did not approach 
the Arbitration Court, and did not appear 
in court. They had their representative 
there, and that representative would not be 
there unless he was authorised and given 
power by thP Government. Here is a state­
ment I have taken from the paner T 

referred to- · · 
" In an affidavit on behalf of the 

Victc>rian Commissioners, Mr. Donal-i 
Cameron, chairman of the staff board 

Mr. 1'cd1l&an.] 
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of the Victorian railways, stated that, 
owing to the general slackness of bu"i­
ness, the staff employed in the Victorian 
railways at 30th June, 1930, was 2,900 
less than at 30th June, 1929." 

I do not know what would have been said if 
that principle of deflation in the railway 
service had been practised in Queensland. 
He goes on to say-

" Since July last a further reduction 
in the staff of approximately 600 had 
been made, and 500 additional employees 
were due to be dispensed with soon. It 
was anticipated that the last 200 would 
have to be diE!']Jensed with before the 
end of the present financial year. The 
financial position of the departmoe'lt 
demanded urgent action. A drastic cur­
tailment of expenditure was imperative 
in the public interest. There was no 
alternative but to ask the court to sot 
aside all existing awards subject to such 
undertakings as the court might 
require." 

'I he removal of the railway employees from 
the court gave the Government the right 
to control their own affairs. That is only 
a reasonable solution of their problems. 
Just to show that this Government is not 
the only Government under which a reduc­
tion of wages has taken place, let me Lake 
the position under the South Aus~rali<m 
Labour Government. We find the followin~:;­
news item in the " Telegraph" o·f 6th Oct0-
ber:-

" Adelaide, 6th October. 
"The Government will save £70,000 a 

year as a result of a cnt in the salaries 
of public servants which will operate 
from 18th October. Approximately 2,000 
per,ons will be affected. On salaries up 
to £1,000 a year the cut averages 10 per 
cent., and on salaries above that figure 
it is higher, reaching a maximum of 16 
per cent. on £1,250. 

" It is provided in the Public Service 
Act that any reductions in salaries must 
take effect fourteen days after their 
publication in the 'Government Gazette,' 
and to give the State immediate relief a 
special ' Gazette' was published. State 
officers on salaries of £1,000 and more 
will lose from £100 to £200 a year." 

Let me proceed further and deal with 
V 1ctoria. I am not doing this for the pur­
pose of condemning the Victorian Govern­
ment for doing it. I do not agree with 
the hon. member for Paddington that there 
is such a difference of opinion, or such a 
difference in the action which must be taken 
irrespective of whatever Government is in 
power, that there can be no political friend­
ship between parties. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The difference 
between this •party and. the Government is 
as wide as the ocean is deep. 

Mr. TEDMAN: What is being done m 
Queensland by the Nationalist Govern­
ment is being done to the same extent 
by Labour Governments in other parts 
of Australia ; and no man knows 
better than the Leader of the Opposition 
that, were he placed on the Treasury 
bc·nches to-day, similar action would have 
to be taken, otherwise a financial crash 
would take place. No Government can con­
tinue to spend 1110ney when there is no 
money to be spent. In addition to the wage 
cut in Victoria, a reduction of from 5 per 

[Mr. :Fedman. 

cent to 2() per cen~ 
State Government in 
of their employees. 
tions.) 

is to oe made by the 
the salaries and wages 

(Opposition interjec-

[3 p.m.] 
I am endeavouring to deal with the posi­

tion in Victoria, but it is most difficult to 
do so when there is so much harassing inter­
ruption coming from the other side. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

Mr. TEDMAN: The newspaper article 
dealing with the position in Victoria reads-

" CuT SALARIES. 
" 5 TO 20 PER CENT. 

" Plan for Victoria. 
"Melbourne, Saturday.-The State 

Cabinet decided to-day to seek Parlia­
mentary authority to reduce the salaries 
of Ministers and members of Parlia­
ment, public senants, and other persons 
drawing emoluments by rates varying 
from 5 per cent. to 20 per cent. 

" The 5 per cent. deduction will begin 
above the basic wage (£226) and rise 
bv ~ per cent. for every £50 until the 
maximum of 20 per cent. is reached. 
Details are being worked out, but appar­
ently the maximum of 20 per cent. will 
be reached in salaries of £1,750 or £1,800 
a year." 

There is ample evidence of what is being 
clone in other States which are under Labour 
domination. 

Earlier in my speech I said that no one 
could reasonably argue that the amount of 
employment offered by the expenditure of 
£45,000,000 could be maintained from the 
£15,000,000 loan money which has been 
allotted this year. Reference has been made 
by the LAader of the Opposition as to the 
extent of unemployment in Queensland, and 
the statement has been made that the present 
Government are responsible for a consider­
able increase. The following figures sup­
plied by the Government Statistician in 
relation to the growth of unemployment 
throughout Australia in the last twelve 
months are illuminating:-

Quarter ended­
September, 1929 
December, 192!1 
March, 1930 
June, 1930 

Percentage of 
Unemployment.. 

Per cent. 
12.1 
13.1 
14.6 
18.5 

Those figures show a very rapid growth in 
the number of unemployed workers through­
out Australia, and, in my opinion, we can­
not possibly hope for any improvement whilst 
the present conditions continue whereby 
expenditure is curtailed and money is with­
drawn from industry. 

I desire also to deal with the trend of the 
cost of living. \Vages are being reduced, 
and, if there is one solution to the troubles 
of the workers, it is that some means should 
be devised to establish an effective wage. 
It is not merely the actual wage that countB. 
If we as a Government can maintain an 
effective wage on a reduced figure, then we 
at least justify our efforts. Quite recently 
we had placed before us the annual report 
of Mr. T. A. Ferry, the Price-Fixing Com­
mif'sioner, in which he showed the value of 
the sovereign in Queensland as compared 
with its effective value in other parts of the 
Commonwealth. 
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He points out that to-day £4 in Brisbane 
will go as far as-

£4 10s. 5d. in Perth; 
£4 10s. ?d. in Adelaide; 
£4 12s. 3d. in Hobart; 
£4 14s. 4d. in Melbourne; 
£5 Os. 6d. in Sydney. 

He also points out that •. while the cost ?f 
livin~ has been materially •reduced m 
Quee~sland, the prices paid for primary_ pro­
ducts have been maintained at a much higher 
standard than is the case in the othe·r States. 

Dealing with the basic wage, it has been 
a recocrmsed principle over a period of years 
that the basic wage shall be governed by the 
cost of living in the State. The Common· 
wealth basic wage is affected by mther a 
rise or a fall in the cost of living. Let me 
quote the Federal ba~ic wage for t_he first 
quarter of 1929-that IS about the time the 
present Queensland Government came mto 
power, and had nothing whatever to_ d? with 
the basic wage and could not affect It In any 
shape or form. The Federal basic wage for 
1929 was-

Per week. 
£ s. d. 

First qua•rter 4 1 5 
Second quarter 4 0 3 
Third quarter 4 0 6 
Fourth quarter 4 0 11 

showing that there was practically no alter_a­
tion during the year 1929. A reductiOn I_n 
the cost of living is bound Lo affect the basic 
wage; and, as the cost of living has un­
doubtedly been •reduced, the basic wage con­
sequently has had to follow. For the year 
1930 the Federal basic wage has been-

First quarter 
Second quarter 

Per week. 
£ s. d. 
4 15 7 
3 13 0 

The Federal basic wage at the present time 
stands at £3 13s. per week. We are advised 
that for the quarter just ended there has 
been a further fall of 3.8 per cent. in the 
cost of living; consequently, the Federal 
basic wao-e will fall to £3 10s. 6d. There has 
been a r~duction in the Federal basic wage 
bv 10s. lld. per week between March, 1929, 
and the present date, while the reduction in 
the basic wage for the State has been reduced 
by 6 per cent. only. If we can take figures 
for anything at all, on those figures the basic 
wage earners in Queensland have benefited 
by an increased purchasing power to the 
extent of 7 per cent. That is the argument 
in favour of a reduction of wages. 

Mr. PEASE : You get a housewife ttnd ask 
her to accept that argument ! 

Mr. TEDMAJ\' : I know it is very ha·rd to 
get anyone to follow the events of to-day, 
purely and simply because ordinary people 
have not tried to delve into matters as mem­
bers of Parliament do. There is one thing 
I do regret, and that is that the l?ublic. do 
not acquaint themselves of what IS takmg 
place, not only in regard to this Government 
but in rega•rd to ot_her Go_v'!rnments. Wh:;tt 
is thP exact financial positiOn of Australia 
to-day? If people did realise it, they would 
be perfectly satisfted with what is being 
done and they would have a full recognition 
of the fact that not only this Government 
but Labour Governments are doing what 
they believe to be the best in the interests 
of the people, realising that in this time c;>f 
crisis they are the trustees of the public 
estate. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I lis­
tened carefully to the Financial S~atement 
of the Treasurer, and I have paid great 
attention to most of the speeches which have 
been delivered by hon. members. The hon. 
member for Maree, in the first part of his 
speech, made a very fine apology for the 
Budget, but his apology cannot be accepted 
to any great extent. He also had something 
to say about the responsibilities of hon. 
members ou this side. I would say in reply 
that hon. members of the Opposition are 
fully conscious of their ree.ponsibilities, and 
are quite prepared to accept them. The 
difficulty is that at the present time Govern­
ment members are feeling their responsi­
bilities rather keenly, and are tryine- to 
evade them as far as they possibly can 

Mr. EDWARDS: You know that is not true. 
\V e are facing the position, irrespective of 
the unpopularity incurred thereby. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The last Budget 
Speech contained this statement:- ' 

" It must be realised that so far as the 
transactions of the last financial year are 
concerned very little, if any, responsi­
bility rests on the shoulders of the pre­
sent Government, as we were not suffi­
ciently !ong in control of matters prior 
to 30th June last to afford any OJ?por­
tunity of effecting any appreciable mflu­
ence on the finances of the year." 

That was quite true; and the inference to 
he taken from that was that, had the Go­
vernment been in control for the full length 
of time-had they had an opportunity of 
effecting any improvement or control of the 
finances-the conditions would have been 
better than they were. As a matter of fact, 
the deficit for that year was £165,957. It. 
rannot be said at the present time that. 
they have not had control; nor can it be 
"ai,d they have not had sufficient opportunity 
to do something in connection with the 
finances of the State, because they have had 
full control for a further twelve months, 
and, as a result of that full control, the 
deficit, instead of being £165,957, is now 
£723,185-certainly a record so far as 
deficits in Queensland are concerned. It is 
all very well for hon. members opposite to 
'ay that no one could foresee what was going 
to take place. The Treasurer and thosG 
behind him were quite confident of dealing 
with any situation which was likely to arise. 
'I'he prAss has pointed out, to the detriment 
of the Labour Party, that the accumulated 
deficits of the late Labour Governments for 
twelve years were £1,852,863; but, judging 
by appearances, in about three years the 
present Government are going to equal the 
deficits of the twelve years quoted. Cer­
tainly there is no getting away from the fact 
that the present deficit is a record, and one 
that is appalling. 

I have noticed that hon. members opposite 
have found it easier and less difficult to 
ramble around the Commonwealth and talk 
about anything and everything under the 
sun but the subject before the Committee 
at the present time. There were one or twn 
notable exceptions to that, and one was th" 
speech of the hon. member for Burnett. 
One of the most remarkable things he told 
us was that the public servants could look 
forward to another reduction of 10 per cent. 

Mr. W. FoRGAN SMITH: He lot the cat out 
of the bag. 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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Mr. WINSTANLEY:. Yes, foreshadowin~; 
what w1ll happen. It 1s a matter of little 
concern to people who live in Qucensland-­
particularly the men who are only working 
half time or those who are not working at 
all-what the conditions in South Australia 
or Victcrja may be. I am afraid the people 
who are in financial difficulties owing to lack 
of work-those who live in Maree as well 
as other places-will find very little comfort 
or consolation in the fact that other people 
are also in the same difficult position. Had 
the last elections taken place under average 
normal conditions, the results would have 
been different. 

There have been some rather pathetic 
appeals to hon. members on this side to 
co-operate with the Government, and the 
hon. member for Maree said that, if we 
realised our responsibilities, there would be 
no criticism from this side. \Ye fully realise 
our responsibilities, and one of them is to 
criticise, and to show where the Budget is 
not the best th<tt could be brought down 
at this time for this State. If hon. members 
had not been so confident, both as regards 
their foresight and their ability to do what 
they thought ought to be done, they certainly 
would not or should not have made quite A 

number of the statements and the promises 
that they did make before the last election: 
Some hon. members who were responsible 
for making some of those statements and 
promises in the first instance backed them 
up by saying that, if they were not carried 
out, they would be the first to cross the 
floor of this Chamber and vote against the 
Government. What is the good of asking 
the Opposition to sink their differences with 
the Government and stand behind them 
under these circumstances? I repeat that 
the members of the Opposition have a 
proper sense of their responsibility, and too 
great a respect for their integrity to do 
a_nything of the sort. H<;m. m em hers oppo­
Rlte. ask members on th1s side to support 
then Budget, when they were quite satisfied 
at election time as to what they would do 
and how they would do it when they got into 
power; and )10w they can have the audacity 
under the cucumstances to expect support 
from the Opposition is beyond the bounds 
of my comprehension. It seems remarkable 
that they are not prepared to shoulder their 
bundle themselves and accept their own 
responsibilities. 

~he Premier, in that celebrated letter 
WhJCh he sent out to the electors amongst 
other things said-- ' 

".I can ~ardly imagine that you are 
satisfied w1th the present position in 
Queensland. The number of unemploved 
lately published discloses a state '" of 
affairs that is appalling in a huge and 
only partially developed State such as 
this." ' 

If it was appalling nearly two years ago 
how much more appalling is it at the pre: 
~ent time? Certainly the figures have not 
lmproved; on the other hand they have 
become very much worse since' the present 
Gover_nme':t took office. ,Surely we can say 
on th1s pomt tha.t we are justified in asking 
t~e. ~~wernment to stand up to their respon­
Sl b1ht1es and carry out their promises ! It is 
no use for them to say they cannot, o.nd to 
talk about the falling revenue and financial 
depress~o?. They were prepared to rectify 
the pos1t10n then ; and they said they could 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

deal with it as no one else was able to deal 
with it. The Premier also said-

" That industries will revive under our 
policy of development I have no manner 
of doubt. Development can unlock the 
door of capital That streams of fresh 
capital will flow into Queensland in 
increasing quantities I am equally cer­
tain.'' 

"Further, the money that 1s now 
locked up in Queensland-and there is 
plenty of it, because investors are afra1d 
to venture their capital-will, in the ru, h 
of confidence born of a new Adminis­
tration, be unlocked and turned to its 
proper use of developing our resources. 
Speaking for myself and my party, it 
is both our desire and our determina­
tion to secure for Queensland more 
industry; for Queensland people, more 
employment; for Queensland homes, 
more happiness; for Queensland boys and 
girls, more opportunities; for Queens­
land men and women, that healthy self­
respect and self-reliance which are, and 
must continue to be, the basis of every 
noble national aspiration." 

Very fine sentiments ! No one for one 
moment will quarrel with them; but we ask, 
" What has become of the actions that 
should follow them?" It is all very well to 
have these high aspirations; but that should 
not be the end of them. We are asking the 
Government to stand up to the statements 
they made, and put into operation the 
promises they held before the people, and 
bring about a condition of prosperity and 
happiness for everybody in the State. 

In this connection there is the possibilitv, 
and sometimes the probability, of oven poli­
ticians talking too much, and it would not 
do any harm if I were to quote thP9C words 
which aTe appropriate on this occasion-

" A \vise old owl lived in an oak, 
The more he saw the less he spoke; 
The less he spoke the more he heard. 
Why can't you be like that old 

bird?" 
If hon. members opposite had said less about 
what they could do-had they been less defi­
nite in their promises and less confident 
about their accomplishments-their task 
would have been very much loss difficult than 
it is at the present time. 

Whatever mav be said here in extenuation 
of the rotten !1osition that the State finds 
itself in at the present time, financially and 
industrially, I am quite satisfied that hon. 
members opposite are not satisfied with the 
position, and the people who sent them here 
are certainly not satisfied. The people who 
sent them here certainly get the greatest 
shock of their lives when they contrast the 
promises of the GoYernment with their per­
formances. If the things !;hat the Govern­
ment are doing were in any way likely to 
case or improve the situation, they would 
be entitled to some ~onsideration, but I am 
Yery much afraid that quite a number of the 
things that they '!re doing will not only 
not do that but w1ll have a reverse effect. 
Some of those things will inr:rease unemploy­
ment. How is the proposed taxation to which 
the hon. member for Burnett is so strono-lv 
opposed going to relieve the burden upon 
industry? It is difficult to see how the pro­
?Osed. increase in taxation is going to make 
1t eas1er for the employers to expand their 
businesses or to provide more work. The 
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taxation propo3als of the Government are 
having and will have a rev wse effect. If 
the Treasurer is going to so>trch the pockets 
.of the taxpayers to the very bottom, how 
will thow people have any money to invest 
in loans when they uecome due for conver­
Eion' lL is just as difficult to sec how any­
body will be helped bv the proposals of the 
Government, how emjJloymcnt will be in­
.creased, or how the position of the rank and 
file will bo improved. 

A great deal has been said about the finan­
cial ability of Labom· Governments and 
.about Budget Speeches delivered by Labour 
Governments, and, in contrast with those 
remarks, I should like to place on record 
the opinion of the "Brisbane Courier" of 
the financial ability of Labour as expressed 
in its isme of 3rd July, 1928. Ko one can 
accuse the " Courier" of being a Labollr 
paper or saying anc·thing in favour of Labour 
to which the party as not entitled or which 
was not the due of the Government. This is 
the report-

" In their thirteen years of administra­
tion in Que0nsland the Labour Govern­
ments have piled up annual deficits that 
amount to £1,852,863. For the financial 
year that ended on 30th June, 1927, Mr. 
l\IoCormack failed to balance his books 
bv £343.166. When he delivered his 
B.t1dget Speech eight months ago Mr. 
::YlcCormack estimated that the deficits 
on the year's accounts, that closed last 
Saturday, would be £123,695. In the 
circumstftnces it is highly gratifying to 
know that the Treasurer, instead of that 
deficit, has been able to pay hi'. way 
for the year and show a surplus of 
£10,505.'' 

The TREASURER: In those davs the Budget 
was balanced by transfening f~mcls from the 
Loan Account to the ReYenue Account. 

:i\lr. W. FORGAN SMI'fH: \iVhat about the 
£100.000 that you transferred from Tru't 
Funds to revenue? That requires some 
-explanation. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The report con­
tinues~ 

" The figures are certainly a tribute 
to the taxable capacit;7 of the people of 
Queensland, because Mr. l\1cCormack 
secured a revenue of £16,718,070. or 
£51,635 more than his estimate. which 
he himself admitted last ?\ovember was 
an optimistic forecast. But he cut down 
expenditure by £82,566, compared with 
his estimate. 'With this increased 
revenue, and considerably reduced expen­
diture, he changed the estimated deficit 
of £123,695 into a surplus of £10,505. 
Compared with the financing of previous 
years, and compared with the financing 
of most of the other States for the 
financial year that has just ended, Mr. 
McCormack has achieved a distinctly 
gratifying record." 

The actions of the Government, adminis­
tratively and legislatively, are not in the 
best interests of the people of the State, but 
it is just possible that the leaders may have 
some explanation for it. I do not know what 
explanation hon. members opposite will make 
to the electors for the purchase of Swi fts' 
meatworks. No one can imagine that that 
action will do aught but dislocate industry and 
displace 300 or 400 men, in addition to plac­
ing burdens on the community to the extent 
of three-quarters of a million or a million of 

1930-5 c 

money. The enterprise will provide prac­
tically little, if any, extra work. There has 
been much talk about centralisation, but it 
seems to me that the standard example of 
centralisation which promised so much and 
performed so little is the Greater Bri' bane 
scheme. vV c were told that marvellous 
transformations \Yould take place on the 
inauguration of the GretLter Brisbane Coun­
cil. vVe know what has resulted. I am very 
much inclined to think that the abolition of 
priyate slaughteryards a-round Brisbane, 
whilst perhaps not up to date, will not be 
followed by all the advantages set forth by 
va,riolls hon. members on the creation of a 
centralised slaughtering authority, which, I 
arn afraid, will also have some disadvan­
tages. The consumers in the metropolitan 
area will find that there are disadvantages. 
It will be good-bye to cheap meat. I just 
use that illustration as shO\ving that the first 
thing the Government have done in the 
interests of providing employment will have 
an effect just the revers-e. All the talk 
about Swifts' woTks not being a State enter­
prise, or of the money found for the pur­
chase not being a State loan, is all so much 
bunkum. 

Another question looming verv lar"<'ly on 
the political horizon is that of un.'"'mi)lov­
mcnt. The Government came into office on 
a promise to solve the unemployment pro­
blem. It certainly is a problem !:ceding 
solution more than an;) other problem. 
When one stces 10,000 or 12,00J men in 
Queensland whose labour power is lost to the 
State, and when one realises that with each 
day. passing that day's work is gone for ever, 
he 1s forced to th" conclusion that the pro­
blem is certainly a grave one. The valuA of 
that lost labour power is very considerable 
indeed, e';pecially when that loss goes on day 
.after day and \Yeck after wc0k. Certainly, 
as the Premier said during the last election, 
it is an appalling problem, onlv it is much 
more appalling now than then;. The pro­
blem of unemployment is much worse now, 
and no nearer a solution than eighteen 
months ago. The problem has not been 
soh·ed, and it nee·ds much more radical 
methods before we find a solution. The mom'­
tary aspect of the problem is serious in itself, 
but the lo.,s of manhood is much more 
serious and important. There is also the loss 
to the State of the sclf-nliance and integritv 
of the·,e men as week after week and month 
after month thev fail to find employment. 
To my mind, that is one of the s'addcst 
aspects of the unemployment question. It 
must be remembered that the community has 
to ca-rry the burden of feeding- these people. 
That is not a vPry light or easy task. Everv­
one in the communitv is not working full 
time or receiving full wages, otherwise it 
would not be a difficult task to perform. 
We all know that work is being rationed, 
and there are quite a number of other dis­
abilities which the people who are in work 
are suffering, and they are by no means in 
the best position to carry on that philan­
thropic work. 

[3.30 p.m.] 

Ono of the most deplorable features of the 
present position is the unproductive work 
on which men are being engaged under the 
unemployment relief scheme. I fail to see 
why some very large scheme should not be 
embarked upon which would not cost very 
rr·uch more than the scheme in operation, 
and would enable these men to produce 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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Bcmething that would be worth while. The 
essential requirements of these men are 
food, clothing, and shelter. Surely if they 
were producing food it would be something 
v orth while. At the present time, after the 
>mrk is done and the men have been paid, 
there is very little rdurn to th£ State. A 
grave mistake has been made by not putting 
these men to better use than at present. 

The causes of unemployment have been 
discussed on innumerable occasions. U n­
doubtcdly one of the main causes of unem­
ployment is the inequitable division of wealth 
which creates a position that men who have 
produced the necessaries of life are not paid 
wfliciently high wages to enable them to 
purchase their requirements. Some people 
tnlk glibly about over-production when a 
glut takes place, quite forgetting that under­
consumption is the trouble. Whatever may 
be said on such matters as interest payments, 
etc., it is becoming recognised more clearly 
nery day that the real difficulty is that the 
'" orkcr who does the work an(l produces the 
goods g<'ts such a small share in the division 
ui wealth that he is unable to buy anything 
like the qu11ntity he requires so that there is 
B glut in the market. That seems to have 
bc·en the position all along the ages, as will 
be seen from the following extract from 
"Work and Wages," by Thorold Rodgers~ 

" I do not indeed myself doubt that 
the comfort of all but the most destitute 
of dwellers in cities has been increased 
by the growth of society, and the diffu­
sion of knowledge that the continuity 
of cvmfort is more secure, and that the 
workmen have shared in the advantages 
of economic progress. But the land­
owner, the capitalist, and the trader 
have done infinitely better than the 
worker, and for a longer period." 

I do not think that statement can be gain 
eaid. In that connection the Government 
have the responsibility of devising means 
whereby men who are at present simply 
wasting their time will be put to work that 
will be profitable. 

In regard to railways, the financial posi­
tion is becoming a nightmare not only to 
thP Government and to the Commissioner 
for Railways, but to other people in the 
community. The latest proposal of the 
Secretary for Railways to improve the posi­
tiOn is to wipe off £25,000,000 of the 
c"pitalisation of the railways and put it on 
one side. So far as I can see, there is only 
one other department which could take it~ 
that is, the Treasury; but whether the Trea­
surer would be prepared to accept a further 
responsibility of £25,000,000 I do not know. 
\Vhat advantage can accrue from transfer­
ring this debt from one department to an­
other? I am afraid that, if the amount 
is transferred, there will be very little better 
chance of paying interest on it than is the 
case at present. 

The question also arises: What are the 
Government doing for the railway workers? 
Certainly these men have had to bear more 
than their fair share of the sacrifice that 
has been called for. Much has been said 
about equality of sacrifice; but my belief 
is that the rank and file have had to bear 
th<' burden. For example, the railway 
v,orkers have been subjected to reduced 
wages, rationing of work, and compulsory 
superannuation; so that their position is 
tha.t they have very little money, if any, 
to spare under the present system. 

[Mr. ihnstanley. 

In some directions the Railway Depart­
ment has helped to bring about unemploy­
ment. For the past twenty years there has 
been a railway sawmill at Homestead, in 
my electorate, to provide sleepers for the 
Railway Department. I believe that saw­
mill provided sleepers at a price that 
has been unequalled anywhere else in the 
State; but, notwithstanding that, the Rail­
way Department called tenders and let that 
mill on contract to an outsider who employed 
his own workmen. The result is that twenty 
families in that locality are left without any 
prospect of getting work and no prospect of 
getting to where there is work. Instead of 
doing something to help men who have been 
out of work since Christmas, the Department 
has given the work to somebody else on con­
tract. 

There is no doubt that the present finan­
cial situation is rather a difficult one; and, 
whether or not the Treasurer is devising 
the best possible means of getting over the 
difficulty is very largely a matter of opinion. 
Certainly quite a number of papers~not 
Labour papcrs~which, as a general rnle, 
support the Government, do not see eye 
to eye with the Treasurer in what he is 
doing. I am very much inclined to think 
that increased taxation is not going to help. 
but is rather going to injure. I haYe lived 
in Queensland long enough to experience 
qnite a number of bad times~perhaps not 
so bad as the pns~nt~when money was 
tight and work was scarce. One of the 
most remarkable things in regard to Queens­
land is its ability to recover from its diffi­
culties. At the present time it is not only 
the duty of the Government to try to get 
us out of the present financial position, but 
it is the duty of individuals as well. I am 
not a pessimist, and I believe the oroblems 
will be solved; but it may take a l~ng time 
for the present Government to solve them. 
Notwithstanding that the present Govern­
ment are in power, the ,financial position will 
again improve with good seasons. It is 
marvellous how quickly Queensland recovers 
with good seasons. It is to be hoped the 
prices of primary products will not remain 
at the present low level. I believe we shall 
have a return to good prices for wheat, wool, 
and other primary products. I want to look 
on the optimistic side and, for that reason, 
I would like to quote the remarks of Mr. 
W ebb, speaking in Melbourne at the annual 
meeting of the Commercial Banking Com­
pany of Australia, as reported in the " Tele­
graph " of 8th August~ 

" Speaking at the annual meeting 
yesterday, Mr. Webb said that there 
should be a decided improvement in 
the position of Australia, and a return 
to more normal conditions, provided 
satisfactory prices prevailed for wheat 
and wool during the ensuing season. 
Australia was passing through trying 
times, but he saw no reason for pessi­
mism. They had a good country, with 
immense possibilities o£ production and 
expansion. 

" The withdrawal of borrowing facili­
ties, while causing hardship, would force 
the nation tp check extravagance and 
establish a sound economic condition, 
Mr. Webb continued. The present posi­
tion could be met only by rigid economy 
in Government and private expenditure, 
a:dd an adjustment of costs in all activi.­
ties. As soon as production became 
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profitable the problem of unemployment 
would present less difficulty, and the 
trade balance would be restored." 

I realise that unemployment is not a tem­
porary difficulty, but a problem which will 
become more severe as the years go by; and 
it seems to me that ono of the means of solv­
ing the problem is to make land available 
for people to take up and become producers 
themselves. I do not know what the Govern­
ment policy will be in this respect; but, if it 
makes provision for men with small capital 
to go on the land and produce for themselves 
-and in this connection I want to say that 
there is a great deal more in going on the 
land than producing merely with a view to 
the monetarv return-I think a solution will 
come by and by. 

Mr. W. A. RGSSELL (Dalby): It is not 
my intention to criticise the Treasurer with 
regard to the Financial Statement. I do 
not think that any other Queensland Trea­
surer has ever been faced with a Budget 
such as has to be brought down at the present 
time. Not only is the prepar"tion of a 
Bl!'dget most difficult, but it is also a work 
which causes an immense amount of anxiety, 
not only to the Treasurer himself, but also 
to the members of the Government. As the 
old saying is, "Needs must when the devil 
drives" ; and I really believe the position 
is one along those Iincs. No one could have 
anticipated the crisis which faces us at the 
present time, and which inYoh·es the cutting 
down of expenditure to such a great· extent 
Not only is the revenue of the State very 
s<;riously affected, but it is very doubtful 
whether the amount of revenue anticipated 
can be obtained. In times like these Esti­
mates cannot co11nt to any great extent; and 
the re<ult of this year's operations will be 
watched by everJ one who has the welfare of 
Queensland at heart. It may be that the 
Budget will not be balanced within £1,000,000. 
The great pastoral industry, which has con· 
tributed in the past over 66 per cent. of the 
income tax to the Government, will not be 
able to give anything like this amount if 
this financial debacle continues. 

It is not my intention particularly to 
criticise the Estimates or the Financial State­
rnent-I desire to deal with the serious posi· 
tion in which the great pastoral industry finds 
itself to-day; and it will be my endeavour 
to show hon. members in what way this great 
industry can be saved or assisted in any way. 

At 3.44 p.m., 

Mr. FRY (Ku:ilpa), one of the panel of 
Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. Maxwell 
in the chair. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: It appears to me 
that the period W(l are passing through, when 
low prices are ruling, with the industry at 
8uch_a low ebb, must last a considerable time. 
There is no doubt that at present we are 
experiencing a crisis in the pastoral indmtry, 
and also in the b nancial history of this State 
and of the whole world. . The continuous 
downward trend of wool values during the 
last few years, coming after a period of high 
prices, has caused such a slump in vaJue in 
regar·d tc pastoral properties, as well as wool 
"ud scock, that the people engaged in the 
industry do not know what to do. Not only 
do these difficulties pJ:esent themselves to 
tho~e <?ngaged in the industry, but they are 
causing grc,at concern to the Gov<•rnment 
and to all the people in Queensland. My 

contention is that the only way out of the 
difficulty is by means of the most careful 
conduct of b11siness, and by the cutting of 
production costs as much as possible. The 
question at once arises as to what control 
we have ove•r the various costs that govern 
the pastoral industry. I do not think I can 
do better than quote from the annual report 
of the Department of Puu.w Lands showing 
the costs under ym·ious headings-

" 1. Running costs. 
" 2. Interest on overdrafts. 
" 3. Shearing costs. 
'• 4. Railway freights. 
"5. Crown rents." 

'l'aking them in that order, I would like 
to say that under the heading of general 
runnmg costs we have labour, overhead 
expenses, and taxation. The only item 
under that heading over which we have any 
control is the iirst, now that the rural workers 
have been removed from the lndu.strial Court, 
although even before that took place we still 
had a certain control over the labour we 
Employed. I am sorry to say that during 
the past two or three years things have been 
so bad in the pastoral industry, owing to 
drought and the financial depression, that 
we have had to cut labour more than we 
otherwise would have done; and I do not 
think that at any time in the history of the 
pastoral industry in Queensland, or in any 
other State, were improvements on pastoral 
properties at such a low ebb. That is due 
principally to the fact that they represent 
the only portion of the industry that the 
owner of the land can control, as I shall 
sho,y later on. 

As to overhead expenses, they are not 
very easily altered, and we have no control 
over taxation. In the Budget Speech it is 
forecast that there will be further taxation, 
although at the present time the taxation 
of pastoral properties and the peoplr 
engaged in the pastoral industry is as much 
as they can bear, if not more than they can 
bear. It has only been by great effort and 
~he favourable periods through which the 
md_ustry has passed that the men engaged 
m It have been able to keep going and meet 
the great demands made upon them by the 
Treasury. 

Under the hE--ading of interest on over· 
drafts, as everyone knows, interest rates 
fluctuate according to the demand for money, 
and whether there is sufficient supply avail­
able or not. As hon. members are aware, 
anangements have to be made with financial 
people and others who specially cater for 
st~tion busines~ in the capital cities and for 
clients who Wish to arrange overdrafts in 
orde_r to get money to . carry on their pro­
perties. We also have msurance companies 
which, I am sorry to say, do not lend as much 
as they might for the assistance of the people 
who conduct this great industry. There are 
certainly some who, when they are satisfied 
that the security is good, will. lend money 
on pastoral properties; there are others who 
demand that a person who obtains a loan 
shall also insure his life for a certain sum 
of money so that they will be doubly 
secured. Not only do they demand the full 
rate . of interest O? the loan, but they also 
require the premmm on the life assurance 
policy, which they regard as collateral 
security. The companies to which I refer 
which do not take both forms of security 

Mr. W. A. Russell.] 
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will not lend money except up to 55 per 
<:>ent. of a conservative value of freehold 
land. 

Mr. KIRWAN: They are not. doing anything 
to develop the country. 

'\1r. W. A. RUSSELL: They are not; and 
I think we should get a little more assist­
ance financially from companies such as 
those. 

Shearing costs have been very high of late 
years. It has been pointed out that the 
shearing industry is a sensonal occupation; 
that the shearers are ·expert employer";, and 
must incur a considerable outlay in travel­
ling from property to property in order to 
maintain continuity of employment. 1'hey 
have only a limited period of the year within 
which to earn their living. The high rates 
for shearing were awarded to this industry 
at a time--

Mr. BRASSINGTON: What about the state­
ment by Mr. Hughes that the shearers' wages 
to-day are lower than they were in 1914? 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: That statement is 
absolutely incorrect. One has only to look 
at the figures showing the earnings of the 
shearers. To-day a fairly good shearer can 
comfortably earn from £3 to £4 a day. 

iYir. A. JoNES: Now, now! 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: I have men shear­
ing for me from the beginning of July until 
December, who have been shearing for me 
for many years, and they average £16 a 
vteek. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: You are discussing the 
position of favoured men. You should dis­
cuss the averag·e. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: I am referring to 
.thP ordinary expert man. These men are good 
men who have shorn for me for years; still 
I could get men who could shear faster. 
These men arc satisfied with their conditions 
notwithstanding the remarks made by some 
hon. members opnosite that the " tucker" 
supplied is not fit to eat. 

Mr. 13RASSINGTON: Who said that? 

Mr. Vi. A. RUSSELL: These shearers can 
have whate1er food they like to pay for. 
They can either have a separate mess, or 
they can have a joint mess with the shed 
hands. 

Mr. A. JoNES: \Ve refer to the ration 
;;chedule provided for station hands. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: In the early days 
a number of the sheds employed from fifty 
to sixty shearers, but hon. members oppo­
oite will admit that to--clay it is very rare 
that the number exceeds twenty or twent:v­
five. One can still see the old sheds with 
thirty, forty, or fifty stands, but only half 
that number is used, and very often not 
that many. Personally, I never shear with 
more than six shearers. I give them a shear­
ing of 70,000 sheep, which is a very attractive 
run. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: That IS not a fair 
average. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: I am not saying 
that it is. I am merely pointing out the 
possible earning capacity in the industry 
to-day, and I wish it to be understood that, 
with the present high rates operating, many 
of the properties are not able to break level. 
'The position in the pastoral industry is such 
ihat in not one case are those engaged able 

[llir. W. A. Russell. 

to break level. Small men are going out 
one after the other, as I will show later on. 

Mr. A. JONES: The station hands are going 
out one after another at £1 a week. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: I\o. That is a 
temporary arrangement, and, in reply to the 
hon. member, I would point out that the 
wages have been reduced only with the object 
of keeping men emploved rather than that 
the pay-roll should be- curtailed. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: Following the abolition of 
the provision relating to hours, one big shed 
in my electorate got rid of six men. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: That might be so, 
but one does not know the true financial 
position of all those engaged in the pastoral 
industry in an electorate like that represented 
by the hon. member for Barcoo. These men 
have been through a severe drought; 'they 
have been able to save their sheep at a time 
when their value was 20s. to 25s. per head; 
but they have been able to do that only 
by expenditure of £1 per h<"•ad upon artificial 
feed: and, in addition, these sheep were 
worth only 3s. to 5s. per head at the break 
of the drought. They can be bought at t'hat 
price in the electorate of the hon. member 
for Barcoo. 

\Vhen anv company or individual has 
emerged f.rom a drought and has saved a 
number of stock at that high valuG and finds 
that, instead of the sheep being twice the 
value-as they have been when previous 
droughts have broken-they have fallen to 
that low price, it is most difficult to got going 
again. The great obstacle which has taken 
place in the drop in nrice of both wool and 
sheep and the copitaf value of properties is 
unprecedented. 1he capital vah,te of proper­
ii<cs has gone ·down below the price of the 
security, and there is no margin for those 
who advance money to the owners of the pro­
pm·ties to keep them going through the 
drought. The hon. member for Balonne said 
that the ·hearers were feeding the men who 
were on the road seeking emplo:: ment. To 
a certain extent he was quite right: but the 
employer also cont·ributes his quota towards 
the food. Most of thf'· sheds rnn joint messes. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I made that quite clear. 

:\fr. W. _\, RUSSELL: The shearers invite 
these men to the mess during shearing opera­
tions, and the station-owners give them a 
feed at other times. Hon. members who 
represent western constituencies know that 
is the position. They also know that there 
is a much better feeling between employer 
and employees than existed in olden times. 

Mr. BRASSI:\GTO:\ : The employers and 
employees in the IV 0st have to shoulder the 
responsibilities of the Government, who 
refuse rations 10 these men. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: They are not 
refusing ration<. The Government hav·e done 
everything they can for the men. They have 
not curtailed their rations. The Government 
have provided relief work in addition to 
sustenance and rations for unemployed. 
Hon. members opposite know full well that 
the Government have done all thev can to 
relieve the distressing state of affairs existing 
not only in Queensland but the other St'ates 
of Australia. The condition in the cities is 
worse than in the country. In the country the 
workless walk along to a stat'ion and get a 
feed from the shearers. who give liberally, 
the same as employers do in the joint messes. 
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I now come to deal with the question of 
railway freights. We in the pastoral indus­
try ha vo no control over raihvay. freights. 
We have to pay whatever frerght rs put on 
our produce. High freights were put on 
wool when it was fetching a high price, but 
those freights have not been materially 
altered since wool has fallen in pricL. It 
hardly pays some m' rwrs now to send the 
wool in. I make bold to say that in some 
instances nearly 10 per cent. of the clip is 
not being sent to the wool sales, simply 
because it is low-grade wool and the high 
railwav freights make it economically impos­
sible to ·do eo. That wool is being held until 
there is a reduction in freights. vVe are told 
that wee must send our wool b:v the railways, 
and must not accept the cheaper carriage of 
motm transport. That might be all riP"ht 
for the railways. but it is not all right for 
the industry. The Government want to sur­
vive, but must not the pastoral industry sur­
vive just the same as the Government? If 
the wool industry goes out, the whole of 
Queensland practically crashes. There is no 
doubt about that. We know from figures 
supplied in years gone by that Queensland 
is carried on the sheep's back. That has 
never been so fully realised as at the prc"0nt 
time, when we see the serious results accru­
ing from thP low price of wool. 

At 4 p.m., 
Mr. :MAXWELL (1'oowong), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. Fry 
in the chair. 

Mr. W. A. EUSSELL: I know a pas­
toralist who was selling wool, and, when he 
sent his wool by motor lorry-on which, by 
the wav, the hPavy vehicles tax is about 
£70 pe;· "nnum-he was told that, if he 
transported his wool by motor transport, he 
would not be permitted to use the railways 
for the transport of his stock. That man 
was ver~, hard pushed, and could hardly 
make ends meet. 

Mr. 0' KEEFE: When was he told that? 

J\Ir. W. A. RUSSELL: Quite recently. 
Mr. O'KEEFE: By the present Govern-

rnent? 
Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: Yes. When the 

Government and the country generally are 
calling upon wool producers to reduce their 
costs of production, we must not be thrown 
only on the labour market in order to effect 
reduced costs. 

I have recently been perusing the annual 
report of the Department of Public Lands, 
with reference principally to Crown rents. 
It is very often said that rent is no factor 
in the position of the woolgrower. I say 
quite definitely that rent is a very serious 
factor-so serious that, if I could only make 
the rent clear on my operations, I would 
be quite well off. The report says that the 
rents that arc being paid by sheep graziers 
throughout the State average less than 7d. 
per c-heep. \Ye know that we are paying 
up to 2s. 6d. per sheep. 

1\/fr. KIRWAN: That is a very high rental. 

1\ir. W. A. EUSSELL: It is; but those 
rents wore fixed at a period of great pros­
perity in the industry. 

Mr. Bl;LCOCK: Is not the position largely 
caused by the purchase of leasehold? 

Mr. W. A. EUSSELL: I am only taking 
the ront charged by the Crown. Generally 

speaking, those rents were considerably 
increasc•d during the regime of the Labour 
Government, although the industry was in a 
most prosperous position then, and could 
possibly afford to pay the incn·ased rentals. 
But there has been no readjustment in the 
rcntals, despite the altered circumstances 
Low preYailing. \\'hen we applied for a 
rladjustmcnt f'Oine time ago, we were told 
that the time '"ls not opportune to alter the 
c•ntiro renting ~y .,tom of the lands in Queens­
land. 

Mr. BcLCOCK: Did you get the 10 per 
cent. penalty waived? 

:Yir. W. A. RUSSELL: We are charged 
7 per cent., the same as most people are. 

Mr. PEISE: Put the Labour Party back, 
and we will right the position. (Laughter.)' 

Mr. W. A. EUt\SELL: Even if vou offered 
that, I do not know that you "would get 
back. 

Of cou,·se, average rentals arc most diffi­
cult to understand. It is all very well t<Y 
talk of an a vcrage rental of 7d. per sheep; 
but there is a considerable difference between 
the rental in ihe closely settled districts, 
where the rainfall is assured, and the 
rentals in, say. the Boulia district, with its. 
limited rainfall. I know that in my own 
case I pay 2s. 3d. per sheep rental for land 
in the. l'unnamulla district, and that, by the 
way, 1s some of the dearest land in Queens­
land. 

We have to pay 3!d. an acre for land which 
require: 6 acr~s to carry a sheep; and, 1n 

many mstancos, 8 to 9 acres are required 
per sheep. In addition, we have heavy 
loeses now and then through want of rain, 
and heavy losses in transport in taking th<> 
sheep into more favoured districts where 
rain has fallen. I am pointing out the diffi­
culties in this industry; and I hope the 
Government will see their way clear to meet 
us in some way. I know very well that at 
the present time the Treasurer has no margin 
at all. It is taking him all his time to 
show a balance. As I said earlier in my 
speech. I do not believe he will be within 
£1.000,000 of balancing his Budget when he 
finishes up the year. (Opposition laughter.) 
That is only my opinion. For some of my 
land which is practically no good I pay i,d. 
per acre. I practically never use it except 
to run a few cattle. For a large area of 
land that I hold I pay from 3d_ to 3!d. an 
acre, and mv average works out at a good 
deal over 7d. per sheep. I am not using 
the low-quality land, and people away out 
Boulia wav are not using their land. No­
body would go out there at the present time 
and buy. It is beautiful country, but, owing 
1 o the lack of rain, the land cannot be used. 
They had not had serviceable rain for 
seven years until the present rains fell ; 
and it may be another seven years before 
they get good rains again. It will take a 
very wet sea'Ol1 indeed to restore that 
country to a good condition. In addition 
to the rents charged by the Government, we 
have to pay shire rates, rabbit and dingo 
board taxes, marsupial taxes. and the 
diseases in stock assessment. which are not 
taken into consideration at all by the Crown 
when they estimate the rent at 7d. per 
sheep. If the rents of these leases are 
assessed fairly from the Government point of 
view and fairly from the settlers' point of 
view, the rent should only be high enough 
to allow some <equity in the property; 

lJII r. W. A. R1tssell.] 
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but .that .eguity is absolutely destroyed by 
the tmpos1t10n of these other taxes which I 
have mentioned. 

The Secretary for Public Lands says that 
he does not think rents are much of a fac­
tor; and I remember that Mr. McCormack 
on one occasion said that the rent is no 
factor at all. Mr. Payne also says that 
rent is no factor at all-it is only 7d. per 
sheep. But I can assure hon. members that 
the rent is a big factor; and, i£ I could only 
break level and make the rent out of my pro­
perties. I would be quite satisfied to get away 
with the amount of money I am making on 
my und<>rtakings I cannot even get that. 
Therefore, rent is a big factor. 

They also tell us that the railway charge 
is no factor. None of these items separately 
is much of a factor; but each and every 
one of them would be sufficient to show a 
profit on'the undertaking, and would put the 
undertaking in a position that would be of 
eome assistance in helping the country and 
giving some return to the Treasury. 

As I said before, the costs of production 
:nc.ust be reduced; and I have specified the 
headings under which it is most difficult to 
alter the costs of prod11ction. I say that 
w" have no control over the alteration of 
these costs of production, and we have, 
therefore, either to tax somebody else or 
cut down the public servants in order to 
n:ake ends meet. 

With regard to the railway service the 
railways, as we all knovv, are a very heavy 
drain on Qneensland. I say definitely that 
at the present tin,e there are 5,000,000 ·vethers 
in Queensland that could be sold for at least 
10s. a head and exported if brought to the 
seaboard, which would· reprPscnt at least 
£2,500.000. We could sell them on the 
world's market. and that would help to pay 
our debts. Under the prc·ent condition of 
railway freights we cannot bring those 
wothers down to the coast unle's some special 
arrangement is made for their transit. If 
something is not done in this way, those 
eheep will never be sold; they will die as 
soon as the season turns dry again. Those 
sLeep have outlived their usdulness. We 
ar<' experiencing at the present time a 
season which is unprecedented for thirtv 
years. 'I'hc good season has come at a time 
when these shc'p can be fattcned. Those 
5.000.000 wethcrs represent a quarter of the 
20,000,000 sheep that we have to-dav in 
Queensland-and I base my statement on 
estimates which were prepared by the 
,'uthorities in New South \Vales in order 
to find out how many fat wethers there 
would be this season in J\' cw South Wales 
which has practically double the number of 
sheep that Queensland has. Anyone who is 
acquainted with the pastoral industrv knows 
that we could not only sell the full· number 
of wethcrs which have outlived their use­
fulncqs but also a lot of younger wethers 
that will be fit for sale in s<•asons such as 
we are now going through. If wo can only 
bring those wcthers down to the coast. the 
business will show a profit if the freight is 
reduced. Even if there is not much profit 
t.-,_ the Railway Department, a lot of men 
will have to be employ0d in bringing these 
sheep down. and men will aho be required 
to loll the sheep. 

Mr. PEASE: 'What concession arc you ask­
ing for? 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: I am not asking 
for any specified concession ; but, if we were 

[Mr. lV. A. Rttssell. 

to send those sheep down to market at the 
present rate of freight, we would probably 
get a debit note on account of the transac­
tion. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Which is the cheaper­
droving or railing them? 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: The hon. member 
knows that we cannot drove fat sheep down 
to market, because they would lose con· 
clition coming so far, and it would result 
in an economic loss. They would also bE' 
so tough and muscular that they would not 
l.e worth killing for consumption. We must 
carry them by rail or by some other means 
In addition to those sheep being available 
at the present time, notwithstanding the 
greatest drought we have gone through in 
Queensland, there are as many sheep 
in Queensland at present as we have had 
for some years. According to the Govern­
ment Statistician's figures, we have over 
20,000.000 sheep in Queensland. I say that 
with this wonderful season we are having 
tiuoughout the length and breadth of 
Queensland we shall have a greater number 
of sheep this year than we have ever had 
before. What will happen if the season 
becomes bad? Those sheep will die. The 
hon. member for Balonne knows that, 
although his district has had a good season 
and the whole place is like a wheatfield, 
and we may be able to carry one sheep to 
two acres; on the other hand in six weeks 
or two months we shall only be able to 
cr,rry our ordinary flocks or much reduced 
flocks. Is it not much better, therefore, 
while the sheep are fat, to turn them into 
mutton, using the railways for that purpose, 
c.-on at a low rate of freight? 

HoKOURABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. \V. A. RUSSELL: There is no ques­
tion about the answer to that question; and, 
now that the Government have arranged to 
bkc over Swifts' mcatworks, there can be 
no objection on the ground that arrangements 
cannot be made to treat them. Anybody 
who reads the fat stock market reports knows 
that 20,000 sheep are sold every week in 
Brisbane; and of those I think about 15.000 
are purchased for export purposes. That 
alone shows that there is a demand. But 
the man out back who grows the sheep finds 
that so much of their value is taken by the 
railways. and so much by the people who 
sell and treat them, with the result that over 
one-third of the value of his sheep goes in 
the last week of his ownership. I believe 
that in Kew South Wales they arc going to 
make some mov·e in the dirertion I suggest, 
because their situation is the same as ours. 

I have said that the solution of the prob­
lem does not lie in the reduction of wages. 
(Hear, hear!) There is only one section of 
costs over which we haYe anv control, as I 
have already pointed out. vVe cannot alt'er 
anything else. We do not want ch:uity. I 
am not standing up here asking for charity 
for this great industry. I say that it is a 
matter of importance to everybody, whether 
on this side or on the other side, to see that 
this industry is saved, and to see that the 
profits arising from the industry are utilised 
for the benefit of the State. Unless there is 
some alteratiDn, the industry must go to the 
wall. It is true that others may rise up in 
place of the present owners. No doubt when 
this generation of graziers passes a way-and 
they must pass away unless something is 
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dono-when the present owners perish finan· 
cially, others may rise from the wreck or 
the ashes and start on a lower basis of capi­
talisation by reason of a reduction in their 
costs, just ;,s in New York or the United 
States of America securities haye vanished 
into thin air The value of securities on the 
stock exchange there has dropped by from 
6C per cent. to 25 per cent., although what 
may be described as the very gilt-edged ones 
may not.have receded to q~tite such a degree. 
I£ our properties have been reduced in value 
by 50 per cer.t., then people who haw capital 
to buy these properties will be on a much 
more favourable footing. The industry must 
come back. Do hon. members think that it 
can be allowed to perish altogether? There 
is no chance of that; and it must be saved 
a~ whatever co~t. Hon. members may see 
that some people arc buying properties at 
lower prices. thus bringing down their capi­
talisation. That is one way in which they 
can control their costs. It shows that some 
haYe failed, however; and they are all going 
to fail one after the other if the position 
does not alter. The capital cost '"-'mld then 
probably be written off in the same way as 
is suggested in connection with the railways, 
and a satisfactory balance shown. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: In what way do you suggest 
costs could be reduced apart from a re·duction 
iLt wages? 

Mr. \V. A. RUSSELL: The Government 
should review the whole question of rents 
in pastoral are~s with a view to a reduc­
tion: but I could not make that request in 
the face of the difficulties of the Treasurer, 
who has balanced the Budget merely on 
paper and hopes that his anticipations will 
be realised. I could not suggest that the 
Government should forgo £500,000 in pas­
tocal rents. Of course, the Government will 
not he able to secure the rents, because the 
P'cople have not the money. 

One has only to realise the prevailing price 
for wool. The hon. member for Fassifern 
stated that he did not propose to reduce the 
wages of his employees; and, whilst I am 
verv ple:tsed to hear that statement it is 
idcrcst·ing to point out that, on the' other 
hand, he stated that he was sure that the 
ea nccllation of the station hands' award 
\\·ouid prevent a good deal of unemployment. 
The hon. member is prepared to stand pat 
in his case and not reduce the wages; but 
others enga:;ed in the industry will have to 
d" so, otherwise unemployment will increase. 
The station hands' award has been suspended 
for only one year so as to prevent wholesale 
dismissals. An"ono with experience of the 
\Vest will know how people beg and implore 
for work at the present time, or to be given 
sufficient upon which to live. There are not 
the same temptations for spending in the 
country as in the city; nor are there so 
many items of expenditure incurred, in the 
way of tram fares, etc. 

:Ylr. BnAS'liXGTOX: The Government are 
trying to balance the Budget by staning the 
workers in the country. 

:\!fr. W. A. RUSSELL: That is not so. 
If the Treasnrer had decided to show a 
bigger 'Urplus, he would have found it 
necessary to inflict greater hardship upon 
the people of this State in other directions. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Your motto is to kick 
the weakest section. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: No. This section 
wail legislated for at a rate that could not 
be paid. I feel quite sure that the wages of 
the first-class experienced man will not be 
reduced. These men are always worth their 
mane;;·. Under the station hands' award the 
good men were paid far less than other 
employees engaged under that award. These 
good men are still drawing the same amount 
of money. 

Mr. A. JONES: Don't talk rubbish! It is 
not true. 

Mt·. W. A. RUSSELL: Anybody who lives 
in the country must know that some men 
arc useless at mustering, but expert at erect­
ing a fence, and vice versa. If we can 
prevent the drift of the unemployed Western 
people to the city and retain them in the 
country, even if they earn only £60 to £70 
a :,·ear ~tnd are able to live during a period 
of depression, much good will be done. I 
make bold to say that there is not one 
industry in the Sta'te at the present time that 
is maintaining its profit,. Every pastoral 
company listf'd on the stock exchange is 
reducing its rate of dividends. 

Take rubber plantations. They are all 
shutting up. Never in the historv of the 
trade has the price of rubber been so low. 
Take coffee or cocoa. There was a scheme 
the other day to take out to sea and dump 
70,000 tons of this commodity in order to 
keep up the price. Touching again on the 
question of reduction of wages, and the with­
drawal from the court of the station hands' 
award, I feel sure that experienced men will 
not suffer any, or, if an:, only a small reduc­
tion, be~ause of the fact that the purchasing 
power of monf'v has increased. The station 
owners aro in th~ same position as the Trea­
mrPr, who does not desire to do the 
unpleasant things he is called upon to do. 
We do not want him to reduce wages. 
Hon. members opposite think that the Go-. 
vernment ar,e ont to reduce wages. Do 
thev not know th?.t it is onlv with the 
g-rc':!Jcst reluct 1nce that. the GovC.rnment arc 
depriving people of their purchasing power? 

Mr. HANLON: You at·e doing it well. 

Mr. W. A. RCSSELL: We have to reduce 
~ala ries and lvages ; otherwise one in ten 
in the public service will be dismissed .. It 
is all very well to say that the pastorahsts 
should have resen es. 2\Iany people who set 
out to dcyc]op the country cannot have 
rE'·CrYes. The feet that even people long 
, :tnblishcd in buoiness have not much in the 
\vr~v of rcsPrvr3 c tn be \vell understood when 
it {s r0n.·~rnbcrC'cl that, "\vhcn the late Govern­
mr at wrrc in po,vcr, the Land Act was 
nl tC'red in rnanv rcsn-:::cts which prevented 
p ,ople from bniidin$l· ~tp roocrves. They had 
t:> resort to all sorts of d0Yious devices in 
en d,•r that they might hold their land. 

Then there were the high rentals. I was 
forced, bv incrr'ased rents and limitation of 
areas, to" transfer my properties. as I could 
not sell them. and I had to go into another 
State at a time when I could not sell in 
order to continue my activities. 

Mr. BRASSINGTOX: Do you mean to tell 
us that at a time when you could not 
make your stations pay in Queonsla:od you 
bought 50,000 sheep from another station? 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: If everybody goes 
around the city and country saying that 
everything is bad and doing nothing, th<::n 
the position will become stalemate. I dtd 

Mr. W. A. Rttssell.] 
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not buy the sheep referred to by the hon. 
member on the advice of any expert. I 
simply bought those that were offering, 
and those sheep to-day are worth 2s. per 
head le" than when I purchased them. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: We give you all credit 
for what you have done. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: Let me show hon. 
members the exact position of the wool 
market. The costs of producing wool were 
carefully examined by the Land Settlement 
Board. which fixed the cost at ls. 2d. per 
lb. Allowing that those costs have come 
down a little-they have not come down 
much and any reductions have only been 
recent-we can take the production costs at 
1s. The average price in 1929-30 was 10.24d. 
per lb., with prices showing a downward 
trend. The wool sales held in Brisbane last 
week disclosed that the average price per 
lb for all greasy wool sold during the series 
was 8.68d.. or £11 15s. 5d. per bale, 
against 10.24-d. per lb. and £13 17s. Sd. per 
bale, which was the average for the whole 
of last year. Since those sales took place 
last week, a cablegram appeared in the 
"Telegraph" advising that greasy wool in 
London had shown a further decline of from 

10 per cent. to 25 per cent. 
[4.30 p.m.] Where is it going to end? Are 

sheep worth anything, notwith­
standing what the hon. member for Balonne 
says that my purchase was a good one? 
The hon. member forgets that I spent £2,000 
on rail freights, and that I bought those 
sheep in Queensland. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The industry cannot 
be in a bad way when you purchase 50,000 
sheep. 

::\fr. W. A. RUSSELL: Sur.•!} the hon. 
member must realise th:1t I have to t-ry to 
average my posii'ion ! 'I' en per cont. of the 
low-grade wool of our clip is not being sent 
into the market, so that the average price 
of tho wool sold in Brisbane is exclusive of 
this wool that has not been sent in. In my 
own case, I have 10 per cent. of my wool still 
on the station. Goodness knows when I will 
eond it in. Thoro is any amount of wool 
that will not come in unless some alteration 
is mrrde in the arrangements for the t,rans­
port of that wool. 

With regard to the selections which were 
taken up by smaller men in the Central 
division. I hope the Government will deal 
leniently with tho·o men, who find that, in 
the present financial position of the country, 
they aro unable to carry on under the stock­
ing and irnprov0mont C'ondltions which were 
pre·.cribcd when tho land was originally 
taken up. It is unnecessary for me to state 
the reo sons why finance f'annot be arranged; 
thev are too obviou·•. The fact remains that 
these men are not able to comply with the 
conditions, and I trust that tho Government 
will not forfeit the selections. I am in no 
way int0rested in these selections, but, look­
ing at the matter horn the point of view of 
the nece8'i tv of developing our country, I 
urge the Government to treat these men 
leniently, oven to the extent of allowing them 
to take in a partner or partners. Occupa­
tion and development of the country is 
essential. ?'-l othing else, matters. We cannot 
take the land awav when we die. Let these 
mon develop the '!and to the fullest extent 
while prices ar.e so low, because we must do 
something to help the position along. I am 
blamed for buying sheep, but my action gives 
heart to other people. To-day's pr<''8 tells 

[Mr. TV. A.. Russell. 

us that the hon. membe'r for Fassifern has. 
bought a property. He is able to do it, and 
does not think he will lose his money. Hon. 
members know that the rate of income tax on 
certain incom8s is as high as 10s. in the £1, 
and, if a profit is made, the State benefits 
greatly. In order to enable the Government 
to reduce costs, such as freights and rentals, 
they must reduce governmental expenditure. I 
have not gone into the figures, but I imagine· 
that to bring the 'rentals down to a liguro 
which the industry can afford to pay would 
amount to £500,000. If the Government did 
that, the Treasurer would no doubt say, 
" \Vhere is the money to come from? We 
have promised to balance our Budget." Of 
course, we must balance our Budget, just 
as every othe,r Government which promised 
to do .;o must honour the agreement. 

Mr. BRASSI:--fGTON: Can you give us an 
sstimate of the amount that would be saved 
to the mdustry? 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: £500,000. 
Mr. BRASSI:--fGTON: That would assist the 

industry. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL: Yes; bnt what 
would th<e Government do? But the position 
of the industry is as impmtant to this 
country as is the position of the Govern­
ment. Everybody knows the value of thE> 
pastoral industry to tho State. 

I would like to say something in regard 
to the financial position, because our finan­
cial position is wrapped up in the develop­
ment of the State and the prosperity of the­
pastoral industry. At the present time I 
do not think anything is more vital or more· 
important to this State than land settlement. 
I have touched on the pastoral areas, and I 
should like now to touch on the agricultural 
areas nearer the coast. \Ve have a large 
area of land ready for development, and 
it is the intention of the Government to 
develop tb~t land. I have submitted to the 
Government a scheme for the development 
of a very large area of land cl~-e to ~ur 
railway lines, where public and pnYate ut!h­
ties such as butter factori0s and roads already 
exist. That land is now available because of 
the great work done by the. cactoblastis. 
People are ready to take up th1s land; and, 
if it is cut up into small areas, a great future 
is in store for this State. 

Mr. KIRWAN: What would you suggest "" 
a living area? 

Mr. W A. RUSSELL: I would suggest 
that the 'scrub lands should be cut up into 
areas of from 320 acres to 640 am·eq; but. 
'n here you get to the open wire-grass and 
forest countn', the areas should be from 
4,000 to 5,000, acre'. A very large ana of 
that land can be subdivided, and would be 
willingly taken up in areas of 640 acres. 
The sons of settlers are there. and the country 
requires to be settled straight a way. The 
wealth that will be produced from that land 
as well as from the pastoral areas is 0qual 
to gold. \Ve have no gold at present, as 
all our gold has P,"onc to pav for +:he develop­
ment of this country and the carrying out of 
ihc Great \Var \Ve made those payments 
honourably, and will not repudiate them in 
any way. But. when we have no g-old left. 
the only thing is to r<'double our efforts and 
get from this land of ours which is so prolific 
such an amount of wealth that we shall be 
able to meet expenses that cannot. be met 
in any other way. Our currency is practically 
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valueless outside the boundaries of the Com­
monwealth. The exchange is against us, 
and we cannot export many of our primary 
products. But from our pastoral industry 
we can export a wonderful amount of wealth; 
and the wealth we can send forth from 
Queensland will be sufficient to pay all our 
debts. The season is with us at the present 
time. Wherever you go throughout Qlleens­
land the season is unprecedented for many 
years. To say that this country can " go 
broke " is all moonshine. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Hear, hear! That is the 
way to talk. 

The TE>!PORARY CHAIRMA:-< indicated that 
the time allowed the hon. member under 
the Standing Orders had expired. 

Mr. MULLAN (Flindcrs): The gloomy 
Financinl Statement of the Treasurer and 
the still more gloomy speeches of members 
of the Government will make very sad 
reading indeed. 

Mr. EowARDS: Moonshine! 

Mr. MULLAN: Anyone reading the 
Financial Statement or the speeches of hon. 
membe1·s opposite would really think that 
Queenslar,d and Australia were down and 
out. 

Mr. EowARDS: No one ever said that. 

Mr. MULLA:.J: That is the inference to 
be drawn from the speeches of hon. members 
opposite. They helped to create this posi­
tion, they rai-od this Frankenstein them­
selves, and the question is how they can 
lay him. They helped to create the 
depression complex in Queensland and in 
Australia; and now they have been caught 
up in the vortex of their own propaganda, 
and they really believe it is true. This is 
very well illustrated by the Premier's own 
statement when he recently met a deputa­
tion from the public servants of this State. 
He said:-

"The whole of Australia mav become 
bankrupt. The position is ten times 
worse than most people think." 

\Vill that statement help to restore con­
iiJenco 9 No public man with a sense of 
responsibility would make a statement like 
that at a time when what was more important 
th<tn anything else, as the Treasurer must 
admit, was the necessity for inspiring con­
fidence. 

Mr. M mER: Should he delude the people? 
Mr. MULLAN: Certainly not. I propose 

to dev~te some of my time to denying the 
accus<ttiOn that Queensland and Australia 
are down and out 

Mr. CLAYTON: Who said that? 
Mr. MULLAN: The hon. member's party 

has b:en saying it for months; and it is 
time tnat somebody said a word on behalf of 
Queensland and Australia. 

Mr. W. A. RussELL: Did I saY it? 

Mr. MULLAN: The hon. member was 
one of the few exceptions, and I giYe him 
credit for backing up his courage by his 
cash; but there are not many who ha Ye the 
courage to do as the hon. member has done. 
It is most regrettable to hear the things 
that have been said about this country 
which has illimitable resources, developed. 
n.nd undeveloped. We are not down and 
out; and we can well stand the strain in 
spite of the Treasurer's vapourings to the 
contrary. 

The TREASURER : You are putting up 
"Aunt Sallies" for the purpose of knocking 
them down. 

!\fr. MULLA'\1 : That is what the hon. 
gentleman has been a champion at all his 
life-putting up "Aunt Sallies " and attack­
ing them. If I were guilty of such a charge, 
I \\·ould only have to reply that I had copied 
it from the Treasurer during my twenty-five 
yc<Lrs of p trliamentary experience. But I 
~m not putting up "Aunt Sallies"; there 
1s no need to do so, because the hon. gentle­
man makes an excellent substitute for an 
"Aunt Sally." 

}fr. KELSO: One hon. member opposite 
said yesterday that the Treasurer was smiling 
like a Cheshire cat. 

Mr. MULLAN: Let us compare the con­
clition of Australia with that of other coun­
tries to see where we stand. The United 
States of America is one of the richest 
countries in the world. In 1912-just before 
the war-that country had £38,577,000,000 
of wealth with a population of 95,410,000, 
showing a per capita wealth of £404. France 
was always recognised as an immensely rich 
counhy. In 1912-two years before the war 
-when she was at her best-her total wealth 
was £12,000,000,000 with 40,000,000 people, 
equal to £300 per capita. 

Take the United Kingdom in 1908-six 
years before the war-when sho was the 
fieancial centre of the world; she had a 
wealth value of £13.762,000,000, equal, with 
a population of 44,000,000 people, to £313 
pr-r capita. Then let us take Australia, but 
not before the war. Let us take Australia 
under the worst possible conditions after the 
war-in 1925, when everybody will admit 
that we had suffered through the losses of 
the war. 

:\1r. N'rmiO: With tho biggest price we 
OYer had for wcol. 

:\lr. ~\l'CLLAN: Of course, the hon. mem­
lJr!l'. like other members of his party, will 
decry Australia ! There is nothing in Aus­
tralia good enough for him! I expected him 
h dectT hi~ countrv. In Australia in 1925 
tl](' wealth value ,;as £2.836.902,000, which, 
with a population of 5.934,941, gives us a 
per capita wealth of £478-greater than any 
of these rich countries of the world.-£178 
richer than France, richer than America, 
richer than England. 

Mr. KELSO: What about the debt·, 

1\lr. MULLAN : I shall come to that later. 
I have not included in that figure £550,000,000 
of tho municipal and State and Gammon­
wealth securities, bonds, and inscribed stock. 
I have not inch1.ded £311,000,000 worth of 
rflilways, or public buildings, or irrigation 
works, to say nothing of the illimitable 
\Ralth contained in the unalienated Crown 
lands. I have not included those, because in 
wv estimate of Australian wealth I am con­
ccl·ned only with the private wealth. What 
is wrong with those figures--£478 per capita? 
Yet we haYe our calamity-howler, the Trea­
surer, decrying the country, instead of writ· 
ing it up ! Why not write up your country? 
Why not puff up your own country? Why 
not advertise yo11r own country? A Govern­
ment that is not capable of standing up for 
its own country in the face of Sir Otto 
Xiemeyer or anybody else should not be on 
r he Treasury benches. 

Mr. 111uUan.} 
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A tremendous lot has been made of the 
debt of Australia-£1,100,000,00D-for a huge 
continent which, as I stated earlier, has 
illimitable resourrP•. Let' us compare England 
and .~ustralia as regard debts. 

Mr. KELSO : And don't forget America. 
Mr. '1<1ULLAN: I am not going to deal 

with America, because I have n•1t got the 
figures with me. I am going to make my own 
speech in m.r own way. 

Mr. KELSO: Don't leave anything out. 

Mr. MULLAN: I am not leaving anything 
out. When I say a thing in this Chamber, 
I bring my facts with me, and I am prepared 
t J substantiate them. Let us make a com­
parison between England, one of the great 
rich countri0s of the world, and Australia. 
Last year England had a debt of 
£7,451,000,000. Australia had a debt of 
£1,100,000,000. 

The per capita debt in England last year 
was £162, and in Australia-which is sup­
posed to be down and out-it was only 
£9 more per head-£171. What is that in 
face of the resources that we have? Mr. E. 
A. Caird, managing director of the Mercan­
tile, Land and Finance Company-his 
remarks have already ben quoted by the hon. 
member for Warrego-made this remark­
~tble statement in London the other day:-

" As a business proposition it would 
appear that Australia offers a far better 
security for a debt of £1,100,000,000 than 
does the United Kingdom for a debt 
of £7,400,000,000." 

The exact figure in relation to the United 
Kingdom is £7,451,000,000. I mention that 
to show that there is nothing wrong with 
Australia at heart. \Ve are sound, we have 
wonderful resources, and, if we only had a 
Government capable of developing them, 
there would not be very much to be afraid 
of. 

Mr. NIMMO: Who said that there was any­
thing wrong ? 

Mr. MULLAN: Ever sinee I came into 
this Chamber this session there has been a 
wail from Government members that every­
thing was wrong. I want to show that 
everything is right, that there is nothing to 
be afraid of, and that Australia will stand 
up to her obligations. 

Mr. KELSO: We merely show the true 
position. 

Mr. MULLAN: Although Australia is at 
the present time suffering a temporary finan­
cial disability, it is wholly and solely the 
result of the war, which hon. members oppo­
site are not prepared to admit. Why will 
not hon. members opposite be frank about 
the position, and admit that our difficulties 
are because we paid enormous sums of money 
during the war period? According to the 
Australian Budget up to 30th June last 
the cost of the war to Australia wag 
£744,000,000. We have a national debt to­
day of £1,100,000.000, of which £744.000,000 is 
the result of the war. Just imagine if we 
had not to meet that obligation! Here i5 
the remarkable thing: Of the £744.000,000, 
the sum of £371,000,000 odd was paid out of 
revenue by the Commonwealth Government, 
and still more remarkable is the fact that, 
whilst £371,000,000 was paid out of revenue> 
between 1914 and 1930, we borrowed over­
seas and in Australia the sum of £353,000,000 
during that same period, showing plainly 
that, except for the £18,000,000-the differ-

[:'1:11'. Mullan. 

ence between the sums that I have stated­
the whole of the money paid from revenue 
was real! v indirectly paid from borrowed 
monev. If that £371,000,000 which was paid 
from 'revenue-it was practically loan money 
-had to carry an interest rate at 5 pe·r cent., 
with the additional legitimate war cost, there 
would have been another £130,000,000. 

Mr. KELSO : You are making very hea V) 
weather of it. 

Mr. MULLAN: I am quoting figures that 
the hon. member does not like. The figures 
shcw that the cost of war to this country 
"as over £87 4, 000,000. 

In addition to that, take the fact that there 
are 73,000 Australians incapacitated and 
dra" ing pensions, and that over 60,000 dwd, 
and hon. members can truly compute what 
the war cost Australia. I claim that, but 
for the war the whole of the national debt 
of Am1trali~ would have been extinguished, 
as Australia naid almost as much for war 
services out of revenue and loan money as 
would cover it. In spite of these figures, we 
have the Tory Government here telling us 
that the standard of living is too high; that 
social services must be reduced; that we are 
paying too much for old-ag~ per;sions;. that 
we a-re paving too much for mvahd penswns; 
and that .;,.e are paying too much for mater­
nity allowances and State children. 

Mr. KELSO: Old-age pensions? Where did 
you see that? 

Mr. MULLAN: I would refer the hon. 
member to the statement of the Treasurer 
on social services. 

Mr. KELSO: You are sidestepping now. 

Mr. MULLAN: I will not sidestep the 
hon. member, because I will give him a 
slab from the Treasurer's Financial State­
ment. In this the Treasurer stated-

" The heavy expansion in the cost . of 
providing for what ar_e kno":n ":s S?Cial 
scnices, such as chantable mst1tutwns, 
insanity, child welfare, education, etc., 
is a source of grave concern to the 
Government." 

I hope that the hon. member is satisfied. 
If he is not, I can quote him some more. 

Mr. KELSO: That is quite right; but there 
is nothing there about old-age pensions. 

Mr. MULLAN: The Treasurer looks 
ashamed, anyhow. 

Mr. PEASE: He ought to be ashamed. 

Mr. MULLAN: He further says-
" 'l'he cost of these services during 

the past fifteen years has grown out of 
all proportion to the State's capacity to 
carry them." 

That is tantamount to saying that we can­
not pay for our own social services. Then 
he savs-

." Owing to the greatly increased cost 
of these services it would appear that 
we have reached' a stage wPen it might 
be de,irable to review the position from 
the taxpayer's point of view.'' 

Does not that prove up to the hilt that the 
Treasurer considers that the cost of living 
is too high, and that we are paying too 
much for our social services? The slogan 
of the Treasurer and the Government is 
that we must work harder and get less­
long hours and less pay. 

Mr. KELSO: Who said that 1 
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Mr. MULLAN: Hon. members opposite 
have all been saving that, and thev have 
been acting up to that statement by their 
administration in reducing the wages of 
everybody. 

Mr. KELSO: That is another " _\unt 
Sally." 

Mr. MULLAN: We can afford to pay the 
standard of living which Australia has set 
up and is proud of. That is not the cause 
of our trouble. The real cause of our 
trouble has been the enormous non-producing, 
colossal expenditure which Australia incurred 
as a result of the war. If there is one man 
more than another who brought Australia 
to the verge of trouble-nay, near to the 
verge of disaster-it was Mr. Bruce. For 
a long time he was the champion and almost 
the god of hon. members opposite. What 
did this man do for the country? Whilst 
he had the opportunity, he preached that 
production costs were too high. In effect, 
]le said wages were too high. That is 
what he meant. Then he brought the " Big 
Four " from England. What did the " Big 
Four " tell us? They told us. of course, 
what Mr. Bruce had been telling us-that 
the cost of production was too high-or. in 
other words, that we must have lower wages. 
The " Big Four" also said that arbitra­
tion was obsolete, in other words, that we 
must get back to the law of the jungle. 
That is, get back to individual bargaining 
as against collective bargaining, where, of 
course, the weaker goes to the wall. 

[5 p.m.] 
Following on the report of the British 

Economic Mission, Mr. Bruce tried to put 
i1•to operation his ideas concerning arbitra­
tion. He tried to destroy arbitration know­
ing that. if the Commonwealth vacated the 
field of arbitration, the Tory-governed 
States would deal with the matter in their 
own way. We have had the spectacle of 
how arbitration has be0n treated by the 
'l'ories in Queensland. Of course, the people 
of Australia gave Mr. Bruce what he rightly 
deserved, and in the place where the chicken 
got the axe-·in the neck. 

Another apostle has come to Australia to 
tell us how to solve our difficulties-Sir Otto 
J\'icmeyer. He told Australia how to 
manage its own affairs, and. he has issued 
a remarkable statement at the behest of 
certain gentlemen in the South. If the 
Treasurer wore in a reminiscent mood, if 
the hon. gentleman wished to becomP verv 
interesting, he might tell us some of the 
things which do not appear in the report of 
thP conference of Commonwealth and State 
Ministers, which was held in Melbourne this 
year. If the Treasurer could only tell us 
\Y hat Sir Otto said-could tell us all those 
things which arc not reported-it would 
stagger some of the hon. members sitting 
behind. him. ~s a matter of fact, amongst 
the thmgs whJCh have not been published 
and of which the Treasurer has not told us 
-those things that were stated by Sir Otto 
Nicmeyer at the conference arc these: He 
said that t1rbitration must go by the board. 

The TREASURER: 'Where ha Ye you been 
getting that kind of rubbish from? 

Mr. ~IULLAN: I can tell the Treasurer 
something else. Did not Sir Otto Niemeyer 
tell the hon. gentleman that pools must go? 

'I'he TREASURER : All I can say is that the 
statement of the hon. member is absolutely 
incorrect. 

Mr. MULLAN : Of course, in his usual 
diplomatic way, the Treasurer says that the 
statement is incorrect; but in what parti­
cular is it incorrect? 

The TREASURER : In every detail. 

Mr. MULLAN: As a matter of fact, Sir 
Otto said clearly at that conference that the 
arbitration system must go, and-I com­
mend this particularly to those hon. mem­
bers who represent farming constituencies­
that pools must go. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
1Vynnu1n): Mr. Maxwell, I rise to a point 
of order. The statement which the hon. 
member for Flinders has made is absolutely 
incorrect, and I ask that he withdraw it. 

Mr. MUL.LAN: Rubbish! 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member for FEnders to 
accept the denial of the Treasurer. 

Mr. MULLAN: I will do nothing of the 
kind, Mr. Maxwell. 

The TE;.v1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
It is customary for an hon. member to with­
draw a statement to which exception is taken 
by another hon. member, and in respeot 
of which a denial has been given. 

Mr. MlJLLAN: Mr. Maxwell, it does not 
concern the Treasurer at all. I am now 
referring to statements made by Sir Otto 
J\'iemeyer at the historic conference. I have 
a' much right to give my opinion of what 
Sir Otto said there as anyone else. 

The PRE:>!IER: He did not say that at all. 

Mr. ML:LLAN: I said that Sir Otto stated 
"·t that conference that arbitration and pools 
had to go. 

The PREMIER : He did not. 

Mr. MULLAN: If the Premier and Trea­
surer will throw their minds back . and tr,Y 
to be fair, they will remember Sir Otto s 
reference to the law of supply and demand. 
Sir Otto said that all artificial interference 
with trade, commerce, and finance must go. 

The l'REMIER : No. 

Mr. MULLAN : He said, " If Australia 
is to get back to Budg~t equilibrium, .gen~le­
men vou must abolish your arbitration 
syst~ms: you must abolish your pools ; and 
allow the law of supply and demand to 
apply." 

The PREMIER: Will you read what he said 
if I get it for you? 

::\1r. MULLA~: Yes. 
The PREli!IER (leaving the Chamber) : I 

shall get it for you. 

Mr. MULLA::\f: I would allow the 
Premier to read it, but I claim that I am 
in as good a position to state what took 
place at that conference as the Premier. 

Mr. KELSO : Were you listening at the 
keyhole? (Laughter.) 

Mr. MULLA:'<: I was not listening at 
the keyhole. We have our own views regard­
ing what was published in the press. I 
know what I am talking about, and the 
Treasurer, " if he co11ld only tell us," could 
be just as frank as I am. I am not accept­
ing the Treasurer's word at all in the 
matter. 

Mr. KELSO: You will get blown out in a 
minute. 

JJ1 r. JJ1 ttllan.] 
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Mr. MULLAN: When it is the P~emier's 
turn to speak, he can say wJ:l~t he hkes. I 
am augmenting and emphas1smg the state­
ment which appeared in the press. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : What press? 
Mr. MULLAN: Every paper in Aus­

tralia. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Name one. 
Mr MULLAN : The " Courier," the 

" Daily 1\T ail." 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: V)"hat date? 

(Opposition laughter.) 
Mr. MULLAN: Surely the hon. gentle­

man must be dreaming! Did the hon. 
gentleman not read Sir Otto Niemeyer's 
statement as published in the press? 

The SECRETARY FOR "'\fiNES : I did ; but I 
did not read what you said. 

Mr. MULLAX: That is the trouble. That 
is what I am pointing out. I read Sir Otto 
Niomeyer's statement. V)"hat was stated in 
the prPss was a totally different version from 
what Sir Otto Niemeyer told us. So that 
there mav be no mistake about it, I will now 
repeat what Sir Otto Niemeyer said at the 
conference. He pointed out clearly to the 
delegates that "If Australia is to get back 
to Budget equilibrium you will have to dis­
pense with arbitration and abolish pools." 

Getting back to this arch-enemy of Aus­
tralia. Mr. Bruce, who dicl more to bring 
this country into discredit than anyone 
else--

Dr. KERWil'<: What about Mr. Theodore? 

Mr. MULLA=": In reply to that inter­
jection, which is not a creditable one, seeing 
that the ca.<e is sub judice--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

:'llr. l\1ULLA=": I should not have referred 
to it if thP hon. member had not had the 
indecency to bring the matter up. I had to 
make some allusion to it. If it were not 
out of rc~pect to you, Mr. l'vfaxwell, I would 
say something very nasty to the hon. member 
in connection with the matter. (Interrup 
tion.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
Order! 

Mr. MULLAN: The hon. member for 
Brisbane this morning emphasised how Mr. 
Bruce had brought this countrv perilously 
near to ruin. ·when he took control of the 
Commonwealth Government, there was a sur­
plus of £7,000,000 in the locker; when he 
left there was a deficit of £5,000,000. Twelve 
million pounds squandered between the time 
h•J took control and when the Labour Party 
took control, to say nothing of all his extrava­
gance in other ways ! Then he was the first 
man to bring trouble on Australia in the 
London market. He rushed in-the Treasurer 
knows, or should know-early in 1929 for an 
£8,000,000 loan, and he was so well received 
that 16 per cent. only was taken up by sub­
scribers and 84 per cent. had to be taken by 
the underwriters. Then in his desperation, 
like a gambler throwing the dice, in Septem­
ber, just before he was defeated, he rushed 
and got £5,000,000 Treasury bills and paiti 
£6 10s. 8d., the highest price ever paid for 
money by Australia. Then he got another 
£5,000,000 on the top of that a few weeks 
later at £5 10s. 8d. He brought the Aus­
bralian money market absolutely into disre­
pute. I-Ie had his finger on the financial 
position of Australia, on the trade and com-

[Mr. Mttllan. 

merce pulse of this country, and what dicl 
he do to save us? He knew there would be 
an adverse trade balance against this coun­
try. What are the facts? During the six 
and a-half years he was there we find there 
was an adverse trade balance of £58,000,000. 
and not a fingm· was lifted by that Govern­
ment to change the incidence of the tariff in 
order to meet the situation. At the very 
time when this £58,000,000 adverse trade 
balance obtained he knew that the overseas 
services of this country had cost during that 
period £210,000,000, making a total liability 
of £268,000,000. How was it met? We cer­
tainly borroweti £153.000,000, but after 
allowing for £9,200,000 received by Bawra we 
had at the end of last yea-r an adverse trade 
balance of £105,000,000- a legacy from Mr. 
Bruce. Under such circumstances no member 
of the Tory Party should get up and blame 
the Labour Party for the financial position 
of Australia. We were not to blame. Every­
body knows that, when there is an adverse 
trade balance of £105,000,000 against this 
country, there w~re only three ways to meet 
it. One was to send gold-we had not got 
it; the other to send goods-but the slump 
in prices had made it impossible; the other 
was to raise loans. We could have raised 
the loans and with a great country like this 
there vm{lld have been no difficulty in doing 
it but because of the libelling which this 
c~untry had received from the Tory Party 
during the Federal elections in 1929 we found 
our credit had been impaired in London. 
That was the real cause of our trouble. 
During the Federal election in 1929 the 
Tories-M·r. Bruce amongst them-stated 
that. if the Labour Party got into power, it 
would bring financial ruin on the country. 
and that so scared the people of the United 
Kingdom that we could not meet-as other­
wise we should have been able to meet, tak­
ing into consideration our great resources­
this adverse trade balance that has caused 
all ou·r trouble. 

The PRE:\IIER: If you have time, I would 
like you to read that. (At this stage the 
Prem.ier handed Mr. Mullan a copy of the 
report of the late conference of the Common­
wealth and State Premiers with Sir Otto 
Niemeyer.) 

Mr. MULLAN: I thank the Premier for 
the report. I presume I have read the 
resume of this in the press. 

The PREi\IIER: That is the official report. 

Mr. :YIULLAX: I am sure the official 
report would give me the things that the 
press does. (Laughter.) I am very pleased 
to have this report. I will peruse it, ancl 
if there is anything inte·resting in it I w_ill 
promise to give it to hon. members oppos1te 
at the first opportunity. 

The PREHlER : I want' you to read what 
ir says. 

Air. :'\1ULLAK: If it does not contain 
what I read, then it is not an accurat!' report. 
(Government laughter.) Surely, although the 
Premier is, so to speak, a political neophyte 
so far as ministerial experience is concerned 
-and I do not blame him for that-surely he 
knows that everything does not appear in an 
official report of a conference held behind 
closed do01·e ! He cannot catch me like that. 

The PREMIER: That is Sir Otto Niemeyer's 
report word for word as he wrote it. 

Mr. Ml:"LLAN: At any rate, I shall read 
it. A country which has per C'Lpita assets 
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higlwr than those of France, Great Britain, 
or the United States of Amenca, as I have 
shown, and a per capita debt only £9 greater 
than that of Great Britain-the @'reat finan­
cial ecab·o of the world-has nothing to be 
fearful of. Look at New Zealand_ not equal 
in resoarc~~ to this State, as I claim; yet it 
hrrs a debt of £179 per capita, against ours 
of £1?1 per capita. Why, in my own elec­
torate there is a mine-Mount IsJ-which, if 
iu CulllC~ uv to expectations--us 've all hope 
it will--is equal to more than the whole of 
the national debt of this country, That is 
not an exaggerated statement to make. 

The PRE>IIER: It all depends on what it 
co,ts to get out !he ore. 

l\lr. MULLAN : Of course it does; but the 
man who ought to lmow-J'vfr. Urquhart, who 
is the genius behind the scheme-says that 
colossal profits are going to be made. We 
aE hope he is right. 

The PREMIER: Do you know that Mr. 
U rquhart wanted to sell shares? 

Mr. 1\Il:LLAN: l\lr. Urquhart, of course, 
had to mise capital. .\t the same time, he 
could not afford to oycr,tate the case. because 
h~ knevv that n1en were working in the mines 
who would not tolQrate insufficient wa~es and 
accept exaggerated statements of profits. He 
had to watch both sides. He had to be care­
ful and watch the men on the fteld, and he 
also had to watch the shareholders in London. 
I admit his difficulty. 

But what is wrong with the position in Aus­
tralia? I think that the financial ring are 
not satisfied with their profiio. They want 
tn depres, everything. Of course, the lower 
the standards of living the higher the profits 
of capital. That is axiomatic. As I have 
shown in my figures, if hon. members will 
take the trottble to peruse them, there is 
nothing to fear so far as this country is 
concerned. \Ve haye wonderful re-,ourccs, 
and I hope that the Government '' rll sa;, a 
kind word for their own country and not 
run it down all the time. The most depres­
sing thing I ever read was the Treasurer's 
Financial Statement. 

The l'RE}rJER: Did you read ~Ir. Scullin's? 
(Government laughter.) 

l\Ir. J\rCLLA)I : I am too busy just now to 
read his Budget. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KEL30: This is your busy afternoon. 

Mr. MULLAN: It is time that someone 
said a word in favour of Queensland and 
Australia. Hon. members opposite have been 
running this country down for months. How 
does the Treasurer propose to balance the 
Budget, if at all-which I doubt very much? 
I am not prepared to take his figures. Last 
year he fell short in his estimate of receipts 
by only £861,865! He estimated that his 
deficit would be £176,000, but he had the 
colossal deficit of £723,000. If we take the 
twelve months up to 30th June last and the 
three months just ended, we have the stag­
gering deficit in fifteen months of £1,589,000. 

The PREMIER: If you go back a year 
earlier, you will find a bigger one. 

Mr. ::IIULLAN: I am taking the fifteen 
months of Tory rule. What a disastrous 
experience ! After fifteen months of Tory 
rule we have a deficit of £1,589,000! Yet 
hon. members opposite are simple enough to 
expect us to accept the estimates by the 
Treasurer for the coming year ! I am not 

one of those who are going to accept his 
figures. I do not think that anybody can 
place any reliance whatever on them. His 
financial opinion is "up to putty." (Laugh­
tor.) 

Let us see how he is going to balance the 
Budget. The poor old " abo." is goi1;1g to 
be hit in the neck. The vote for " Relief of 
Aboriginals" is to be reduced from £64,000 
to £47,000. The sum of £17,000 is to be 
extracted from the poor aborigine,. 

The vote for charitable institutions rs 
going to be reduced by £11,0QO; that for 
hospitals by £21,000; and msamty by 
£23,000. I cannot understand the reductwn 
of the vote for insanity, because it i" just 
at this time, when the administrat·ion of the> 
Government will tend to drive everyone 
insane, that they ,,,hould make increased 
proYision in this direction. Even the vote 
for the poor lepers is to be reduced by 
£1,388. 

At 5.25 p.m., 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Under 
the provisions of Sessional Order agreod to 
by the House on 29th July last, I shall now 
leave the chair and make my report to the 
House. 

The House resumed. 
The TEMPOR\RY CHAIR~IAN reported pro­

gras:::. 
Resumption of Committee made an UrJ.:>l' 

of the Day for Tuesday next. 
The House adjourned at 5.26 p.m. 




