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TUESDAY, 19 AUGUST, 1930. 

The SrnK'_R (Hon. C. Tav!or, Windsor) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

QUESTIO:'\,'l. 

LoA:.; CoN\TRsro:-;s, Hn5~29. 

Mr. P.E_iSE (Hc,·b,. t) asked The Trel)· 
snrer-

" 1. What was the total amount of 
Queensland loans converted during the 
period from 30th June, 1915, to the 30th 
J nne, 1829? 

"2. What rate of interest was br<ng­
paid in respect to e:.ch of sucl\ original 
loans, and what was the rate of int"l 't 
charg,_·d on their conveJ.·sion? 

'"3. \···h -t "' the a,:uu J increased 
intcL t 0:1 t 110 con solid ted 
rc'.T~lne of t~H' h1r,..hcr r;;tc of 
interest D[l~~- OE t 1tc Converjon of 
the lo~ns ·referred to in (1) ?" 

The SECRETAEY FOR PUBLF' IX­
STRUCTION (:Hon. R. '·L King. Loqun), 
for thP TREASURER (Hon. \Y. H. Barnes, 
n-ynmtm ), replied-

" 1 to 3. I lay on the table a state­
ment eont1iniug tbr:- iufonnation a~ked 
for by the hon. member for Hcrbert 
on the 6th August, 1930." 

Pn.JSTI "CIIox A~D REGI~"rKurox or liorA:r::s 
o-:- Iu.-FA:'IlE. 

rlr. DUXLOP U'orUu.:;to:z) a'ki:d the 
I-Io 'lC SLcr·etary-

" 1. \V ill ho state if the housr; of 
ill-faUH) ('Xlsting in diiTcrcnt p~1rts of 
Qu2· nsland a··T rcgi:_tcrccl '? 

" 2. Is it compulsory for th-~se r_:n frJr­
tunatc gi·.ls to ccnne up for nE~dir J 
exftl!lination, and, if so! ]n \~-h.tt cntros 
are these ex rninatimJs c~rricd out and 
1 rnv often per rr!onth? 

·· 3. Do he and his GovC'll-lllC'l t coun­
i cnance the cxisten<:'e of such hou''"S of 
ill-fame? 

"4. Is lee aware that, outo::1c the 
'supposed rec~ gnised houses.' there 
arc dvz:ns of youn.~-: girb soliriting l!l 

Brisbane, and "hat steps does he int nrl 
t" king to stamp od thi3 sad eta te of 
affairt>? 

" 5. \Yill he make: it his bu~incss to 
read the article in Brjsbhne 'Truth' 
of Sm<day, the 3rd August. 1930, wherein 
appears a long interview ith Sister 
Parr, 'vho is a-ppar~~ntly taking kE:·~n 
1ntere·-:t in girl rescue 1-vork, and ":tate if 
the time has not more than arriyc,J io 
appoint "·omen police to grapple with 
thcso and other unfoi.·tunat..:; c .tses? " 
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The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson, Norma.cby) replied-

" 1. No. 
"2. (a) Yes. {l1) In following fifte0n 

{gOntrc"' :-A~vr, Bo~,~,·en, Brisbane, Bunda­
berg, Cairns (and Ba.binda), Charters 
rro-,-er::J, Cloucurry, Inghan1.', Innisfail 
(and Tuily), Longreach. Mackay, Moss­
man (and Port Douglas), Rockhamp­
ton, Toowoomua, and Townsvillc. (1) 
Examined once in every three wf'f'ks, 
or 1nore oft0n if :nccc~sary, exccrting 
at Bowen, Cloncurry, and J\1ossrna.n, 
where action taken periodically only. 

" 3. Powers for the r,uppression of 
brothds and house-s of ill-f· me are vested 
in the local anthority. \Yhilst l\hyor 
of Rockharnpton the hon. memb T hrrd 
an 0~-<cd1ent opportunity of c1ean-ing up 
prostitution in that city. 

" 4. Action is taken, on rcc0ipt of 
police re:(l<?rts, to deal with street solicit­
ing in a.ccordance with the provisions of 
section 168 (1) {11) of ' The Hc•alth Acts, 
1900 to 1922.' 

"5. The appoilltnJ~nt of WOnlen ro]i('c~ 
has already been reqn0stecl bv Mrs. Long­
man, hon. rncn1ber fer l~ulirnba, and is 
receiving consideration.'' 

TRA}~SFE~ OF ScnooL TE!CHETI AT ~\IABLrDA. 

Mr. PEASE (H, ,.7, rt) as~,ed the Secretary 
for Publio Instruction~ 

"\Vas H. A. Boriand, a school t ache;· 
at 1\fa.rceba, recentl:,7 transferred to 
Herbertcn? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PDBLIC IX­
STRUC'TIO='J (Hon. R. JU. King, Louan) 
replied-

" Yes; as from the 7th April, 1930." 

TRANSFi'R OF RAIL ... NAY EMPLOYEES Fi:O~ 
l\fAREBA. 

Mr. PEASE (Hcrbcrt) asked the Secrd01ry 
for Railways-

" \Vcro tho fcJlknving railway offieial~ 
transferred from :'.J:arccba recentlv :-­
T. Gon·inge. as\ istant st:\ tion-nla~-:;tcr, 
Mareeba to Cardwell; a.nd IV. Ganbcr, 
guard, l\Iarceba to Townsville ,., 

The SECRET_;HY FOR RAIL\Y \YS 
{Hon. Godfrcy ]\~organ, J[uri//a) replied-

" In connection with the adju~.tmont of 
staff at l\Iarecba, it be ~amo n cc~ssary for 
tho a:...,0istant <Station-rrlastcr to be a sonnd­
reading telcgcaphiE<t, aJ.ld as J\Ir. Gorrinr;e 
is not a sound-rc:ldcr, he w 1s prcpf!.rl-d 
to accept a tra.nsfcr, and this '.as 
arranged \'v1wn an opportunity occurr;::_·d. 
1Il~ applicnticn for a tran_fer frm11 the 
coast will be kc 0 it in rnind. As thl::'··o is 
a surplus gtHJl:d at ~Jareeba, Guard 
Gardner ill lw tran f<'rrcd to To-.<TS­
vllle. the principal depot in the 1\orthel·n 
diY1-.ion." 

Mr. PEASE (H,:) .·1) a ked the Secretary 
for Railways-

" In view of the stat<'ment which 
appeared in the ' Cairns rrirn~·s' of Jst 
August concc·rning )V. Gardncr. a ,V.Uftrd 

in the Railway Department, and sta­
tioned at Marecba, will he advie" the 
rcasm s for r,Ir. Gardner's tran fer to 
Townsville '?" 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey 1\lor;;an, J.laril/a) replied-

" See reply to Question , .'' 

1':tAXSFER OF STOCK I"'SPECTOR FRO:II l\TAREEB.\. 

Mr. PEASE (H erber,t) aslccd the S--cretary 
for Agriculture-

" L (a.) On what date was Mr. Ashe, 
stock iDc:;pector, transferred from 
Marccb_, to Townsvillc? {l1) On what 
date wa.s he traesferrcd bcwk to 
_._\laret:ha? 

"2. (a) For what period was ho sta­
t-ioned o~t M arccbft prior to his transfer 
to Townsville? (h) Is it not the usu>tl 
practice of the department to rearrange 
the stationing of stock in,pectors at 
various intervals? (c) \VlPt vas the 
rt-,1-SOn for rctransferring 1Yir . .L'\sho back 
to Marceha? 

"3. Will h• lay th~ papers relating t,~ 
the matter on the table of the House? 

The SRCTI.:ETARY FOR AGHICUL'l'URE 
(Hon. H. F. Walker, Coorcora) replied-

" 1. (a) 16th May, 1929. ('') 29th May, 
1930. 

"2. (a) Nine years. (IJ) Stock insl?ec-
1 ors are tra11sferred from tn<1e to tn11e 
to rn0ot the exigencies of the service. 
(cl The exigencies of the service." 

" 3. 'rhc pa perH relating to the matter 
ncay be perused by any me;:nbel',. at the 
Office of the Depa,·tmont ot Agncu!ture 
and Stock." 

REwA~ PoLICE HoRSE BREEDEG STATIO:-! AND 
PoLICE REli!OtJNTS. 

Mr. A. ,JONES (lJurk·) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. \Yhat is the total amount expended 
bv the Government on the Rewan horse­
breeding est a blishnE•nt since it was 
founded in 1909? 

"2. What is the amount expended by 
the Government for the upkeep of the 
said establishment during tho financial 
year ended 30th June, 1930? 

'' 3. ·what is the total estimatecl value 
of remounts which have be· n bred at 
Rewe.n and sent for work at varlOu$ 
police statiom throughout the State f9r 
year ended 30th June, 1930? 

" 4. V\'hc, t. is the number of remounte 
sent frvn1 11cv;an to police stations in 
northern and north-western district<> of 
Oucensland for scYen months ended 31st 
July, 1930? 

" 5. \Vha.t is the average h.·c.ight and 
value of such rmnounts? 

"6. Is it ·CClTC<lt that the better type of 
remount bred at Rewan is selected for 
work in the citv of Brisbane, whorG they 
are given full feed? 

" 7. Is it true that the culls from 
Rc,yan C''1tabli;..;(unent are sent to the 
uorth0rn and north-,veBtern statioTls? 

"3. Is ho aw.tre that a superior type 
of properly broken 11olice remount can 
be purrh;csed throughout the Hugpcnden 
nnd Richmond districts at a pr1ce far 
below the co,t of turCJing them out at 
Rewa~1 '? 

" ~ 'Will he call upon his polic~ in thE> 
hone-breeding districts throughout thE> 
State for a return of lhe available 
n'nlount:3 thcrcjn and tho approxlrnaie 
nYcrat;c price of san1c ?" 
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The HOME SECRETARY (Hon . .J. C. 
Peterson, Xo•rmanbJ;) replied-

" 1. Approximately £54,080. 
"2. £3,470 Ss. 6d. 
"3. Estimated value, £420. 
" 4. Twenty-six (fourteen to Townsville 

district a.nd twelve to Cloncurry dis­
trict). On account of droug.ht conditions, 
del"y occurred last ye<cr in turning out 
ron1ounts. 

"5. Average height, rtbout 15.1; aver­
age Yaluo, about £15 to £30. 

"6. No; special hors0; are not picked· 
<JUt for Drisbane, but all hones in the 
Depot Stables, Brisbane, get fuil feed. 

"7. No. 
"8. No. 

to pay big 
for India, 
obtain. 

Indian buyers are prepared 
prices for suitable remounts 
but they are Yery hard to 

" 9. X o; but reports are obtained from' 
tin1e io tin1e in the northern and ... vc3tern 
districts if horses are needed there. 
'!.'his is found to be an adYantagc, as the 
horses so bought arc a-cclimatised to the 
oonditio"s of the di-ctrict." 

Mr. CLAYTO:"J (Wide Bay), without 
notice, asked the Home Secret~try-

" 1. vVhat is the numerical strength 
of police at Rr"van police horse-breed­
ing establishment? 

" 2. \Vould it be necessary to have a 
policE' station in this locality if horse­
lnceding operations were discontinued? 

"3. 'What would be the approximate 
cost of upk'. ep as a police station in the 
locality 1 

" 4. What is the total-
(a) Cost of upkeep of Rowan estab­

liehment fc•r the past three years? 
(b) RcYcnuc derived and from what 

sourcn during the foame period?" 

The HOJI.IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson, Nornwnby) replied-

" 1. One sub-inspector, two constables, 
and four trackerB. 

"2. Yes. 

" 3. Th" upkeep of c' suitable police 
establishment would bo approximately 
£1,000 por annum, exclusive of provi­
sion and upkeep of buildinp-s, horses, etc. 

"4 (a) Total upkeep for the past 
three financial ::oars "'·" £9,815 2s. lld. 

"(b)-

Proceeds of sale of cat'le 
Pl'oc,!cds of sale of horses 

£ ·'· 4,808 0 
267 10 

Total ... £5,075 10 
:\"ot including horses sent out for police 
service.'' 

AMOU~T RE'--'EIVY~D BY ATTOR?-TEY-GEXERAL AND 
~1R. \YAL' H FOR .'.PPEARING IX INmJSTRIAL 
CouRT. 

Jl.fr. HY:\"ES (Tol!'nsri!/:•), for Mr. BRUCE 
(Kenncrly), a.o'cul the Attorney-General-

" 1. \Vhat cmount was r2ceived by the 
Aitomey-Goneral for his work in con-

ncdioll "ith the 48-hour question before 
the ..._'.rbit.ration Court? 

·' 2. \Vhat amount was received by Mr. 
\Yal<h for his work in connection with 
the 4_-hour question before the Arbitra­
tion Court?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
::Vlacgroarty. So"th Brisbane) replied-

" 1. The Attorney-General di-d not 
appear in connection with the 48-hour 
question before the Arbitratiom Court, 
and consequently received no fees. 

"2. Mr. Walsh did not appear in 
connrdion with the 48-hour question 
before the Arbitration Court, and conse­
qu€'ntly received no fees." 

PA~:':\tE~, -:r TO J\In. \. D. '\IcG-rLL IN RE 

M-cxGAXA 1iiXI~G Col\D.!JSSIO>~. 

Mr. HYNES (To:. ns1ille), for Mr. BRUCE 
(E' ·u eri~1), asked the Attorn, y-General-

" In view of the fact that the Mun­
gana Corr..rnis~ion closed on the 28th 
June. and that the report was printed 
on tlw 4th July, what reason does the 
Attorney-General assign for Mr. McGill's 
accou11t not bring rendered?" 

The ATTORKEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
Macgroarty, So,th Brisbane) replied-

·' Apparently Mr. McGill is not grasp­
ing. and is in no hurry to be paid his 
fees." 

RAILWAY FREIGHT CoNcEssroxs To MouNT 
lsA COMPANY. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Qneenton) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. RefC' rring to my questions 
addressed to him on 29th November, 
1929, and his replies thereto (which 
appear on page 1957 of ' Hansard ' for 
1929), relative to railway freight con­
cessions to the Mount Isa Company, par­
ticularly in regar-d to Que•-tion 3, which 
read as follows:-

' If, as stated by him, an undue 
concession has been granted, will he 
take steps to see that the Railway 
Department gets what is due to it,' 

and his reply to the effect that ' the 
intentions o£ this Government will be 
disclosed in duo course.' Hvs this mat­
ter be·Jn the subject of tho Government's 
consideration, and, if so, with what 
rr.ult and what has boon the nature of 
ally alteration made in the freight con­
cessions referred to? 

" 2. Does the JH:ount I a Company 
enj o:: any other freight concession• 
(beside'1 thow relating to concentrates 
a.nd bullion), such a' coal freights, ete.? 
If so, what arc-(u) the ordinary rail 
freights and (b) iho special rates quoted 
for each of such other commodity so 
inYolved '!" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Eon. GcJ'rey IIorgan, Jlu1·illa) replied-

" l. As the rates quoted by the previ­
ous Govl·nnncnt '' cro a condition on 
which tho company incnrrcd very con­
:·idcrable capital expenditure, there is 
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no alb nati,·c but to honoar this 
arrangmnent in the nu:antirne. 

"2. Ye,. Coal and coke. 
(a) Collinsville to Mount Isa-

Coal 
Coke 

(b) Collinsville to 
Coal and coke 

Per ton per mile. 
.925d. 

1.187d. 
Ivlount Isa­

.4d." 

REC~IPTS BY LitKES DEPART:\lE::\I FROJI THE 
PRECIOUS METALS PROSPECTI~G FUND. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) asked the 
Secrehry for Mines-

" 1. \\hat amount has the Qucnnsland 
Mines Department received from the 
precious metals prospecting fund 1 

"2. Is he aware that thoro is still an 
amount unallottcd? 

"3. Will he endeavour to obtain some­
thing fum that fuPd for prospecting in 
this State?" 

The SECRI~TARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe) replied­

" 1. £2,907 1s. 
"2. Yes. 
" 3. Further claims will be submitted 

from time to time in ac'"ordance with the 
conditions governing payments from the 
fund." 

Pmc;~s PAID BY S·:·.\TE- SAw'JtiLLS TO CorNTRY 
SA ~.~vilnLLEP.S FOJ~ :EL\RDI';oou. 

Mr. JA:VHESO?\ (Locky< r) asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

" What prices arc the State sawmills 
paying country s wmillcrs for hardwood, 
both first and cond class in cottage 
sizes, on trucks, Brisbane?" 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. vV. A. Deacon, Cunningh:tm) r2plicd-

" First clas'l, 30s.; second class, 25s. ; 
special, 2~8. to 33",. ; unclassified, 27s. 6d. 
Principal supplier, Railway Store­
keeper." 

li'RUir MAOHI~E 'I'EsT CASE r::-1 Rocr;:HA:JPTON. 

Mr. O'Ki~EFE (Cairns) asked the Attorney­
General-

" vVill he stf<to the reason whv the 
tos:t case in regard to fruit mach:inCs was 
withdravvn at Itockhampton ?, 

'l'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
Macgroarty, South Brisbane) replied-

" No test case was con1n1enced in Rock­
hampton, and co.,scquently could not be 
vvithdravvn." 

PAPERS. 

The following papers y·cre laid on the 
table, and orderei to be printed:-

Report by the Land Administration 
Board under " 'I'he Clo·.or Sn!tlc­
ment Acts, 1906 to 1929." 

Eighth Annual Report of the Commis­
sioner of Irri·ation and vVater 
Supply. 

RPport of the Police Jnyeo;tnwnt Board 
for the ye>tr ' ndcd 31st December, 
1929. 

Fourth Ann;ml_ .Report of the Director of 
Infallt \". olr~ re~. 

Rnport. npon the operations of the 
" Golclcm Casket " Art Lnion for the 
y·car e·1ded 30th June, 1930. 

The followint; papers ,,-ore laid on the 
table:-

Ordina:lcc"'l under " The Citv of Brisbane 
Act of 1924 "- " 

: IeL·rs used ln connection ;vith 
pri va.tc tcn1por 'ry vvatcr ser­
vices, dated 7th August, 1930. 

Exempti_on from rating of the Uni­
verf;it:; site, St. Lucia, dated 
14th ~\ugust, 1930. 

Doardh1g-houst :;, Lod.~ing-housc.,, 
Tencrncnt Building~, and Flat 
Buildings, dai d 14th August, 
1930. 

Rcgula.tions 1\os. 2+8 to 256, inclusive, 
under " The Prirnary Producers' 
Organication and :Marketing Acts, 
1926 to 1928." 

BUREAU OF ECOC\01\IICS AND 
ST_'\.TISTICS BILL. 

IxrTIATIO:-;. 

The SECRETARY FOR L_\BOUR A~-\D 
IKDUSTRY (Hon. H. K Bizcr, Sandgutc): 
I beg to move-

" 'That the House will at its noc:t 
sitting rc,olvc itself into a Committee 
of the \Vhole to consider of tho dcsil·­
ablcness of introducing a Bill to provid0 
for the cstabli,;hmcnt of a Bureau of 
Economics and Statistics; and for othor 
purpo, '~S.'' 

Question put and pto 'sed. 

ADDRESS I:\' REPLY. 

RES1.::-;~PTIU:::· O.F DEBATE-SEVl!.. ... ~TH ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGlUCULTUHE 
(Hon. H. F. \Y··lker, Cooroora): I am sure 
that eYcry rne1nber of thia I-Iot:"o apprccLtf.; 
the way in which Hi Excellency the 
Governor h::ts t:ravc!led the State, rrnd is 
particularl:· appreciativo of the aYnount of 
knowledge which His Exrcllenc:· has impart·cd 
to YariOUS organi;:;ations anJ. to the flCOJ1~8 
generally as a result of his travels. An:.­
one who follows the position in quoonsland, 
\Yiih its great pri1nn1·y production, 1nn::t 
realise that the Governor, in his ~pcechcs, 
has given fc ,Jd for that sht. \V c arc parti­
cularl~, fortunate in havjng such an excel­
lent gc__:.lt:~. an as Sir t_Tohn Goodwin in 
that po~ition: indeed, Y/8 havo been 
cxc:2edingly fortu11ato in thP fine tvpe of 
gentlcrnan who has occupic ,J th~, t high office 
in the last few ;; •ars. 

At the out'~t I desire to say that it would 
be a grc ;t pity-almost a tragedc·-if Parlia­
rr ent were to develop into a mere politic d 
t·.,lking :hop in thL.~e t1nJ(_ s nf n1ost s-:riou 
dcprcs~ion. The po,.ition confronting not 
only Qucenslrtnd and Australia but the whole 
of thl British Empire is tco grnYO to permit 
of ot.hcr thun comrnon c_ction, and I an1 
p ,rtieularly : atisficd with the tone of ·,peccho:o 
d~~hvercd in this P<trliunH'nt so far dnring 
this se-csion. Our difficulties arc so !jreat that 
;eo opport<mity should be hst of helping to 
in: prove th0 position; and in tho con1mon 
ol1jectiYc of rc-rncdyin::; the financial posi­
tiC'71 her~ all our ehouldcrs should be put to 
tho \Yheel. I ·,,·oulcl urge hon. mcrnbors on 
both sicios to co-operate with the object of 
remedying the present finanei~l difficultic . 
Although Queensland may be much better oil 
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:than son1c of the other St.atc,, due to tho 
fart thnt \re are a ;!Tent producing country, 
tYG mud I<ot let. that fa!';t prevent us frorn 
putt1ng for·· ar i our b. c t energies. In n1y 
opinion, the position is B-s gnivo to-day as 
that cxistin~.; -.·'hen tho Greet \~,.. ar occurred. 
.}l";t as t~~c~ objt~ctive then was to \vln tl;e 
\V a r, so our ain1 at prr ~cnt should bo to 
0xtric1L~ the conntr"",7 frorn its pre;:;nt uns. tis­
focton· no i! ion. That will take some time 
to l·~ -nllplish; hut lYO r11u;.t rccogn1se the 

·iiE' " of the po3ibon and roali-.~ that 
may ha vc to bo rnadc before \Ye 

return to 11ornnll times. 

\,..arious reasons haYe been giyen for the 
pro~ont position; but probably ono of the 
n1an1 fac~ors has been the he a v~- \V8 r debt 
in .addition to ,vhich we have u spent }oar~ 
rnOJ?-CY in a particularly reckless nwnnor, 
until to-day ,_.e art~ told in df2ct tlwt we 
rn ust lin1 it 011 r r--"pcnditure to the arnount 
?f money coll''''trd by way of revenue, o:.:, 
In other· words, live within our means. 

In addressing myself to this question I 
do not for ono moment wish to contributd to 
this debate anything to ae;ist to fan the 
flames of party bitterness. One hon. 
member opposite. O!peakilw the other da v 
said that the 'l'ory Go,:Oernmcnt now ;~ 
P?WOl' was responsible for a great deal 
o! the trouble that exists to-da v. No 
matter what Government is in' power 
to-day, or Y:hothcr the, are called Torin 
Dr not, the trouble "·Juld bo the samP. lf 
hon. mcmben opposite look round the Go· 
vermnm;t bc,nchco, I think tlwv v-ili admit 
tbat thcro are no Tories sit;ing on this 
: ... Iae o£ the liou~c. Evcrv ho:1. ffi(·Inbcr on 
this sida is a. sJlid worker. l'\o rnan en 
this side of the Chamber ,ns born w·itb a 
silver q_~oon in hiJ mouth. !Ion. men1bcrs 
.app0:3ite, when they v.rcre sittino- on this 
s!de. \YCrC the groQ.tf~c;t rroriea of ~ll. They 
hved tho same as we do, oniy po·-sibly they 
wne a little more oxponsi n~. Thev 
tra Yelled _round in expensiyc touring Ci1l'3 ~; 
so, when 1t comes to a question of 'Torvisn1, 
hon .. members opposito '.-·ere just as~ big 
Tone~ as v,·e are. 

If we take into consideration tho question 
of unen1ployment as it exists to-day, w·e can 
only come to o:1o co!1clusion; and that is 
that the sympathy on this side of the House 
is jusG as sincere us tho s"-rnpathv on the 
Dther sido of the House. ' ' 

Mr. BEDFORD: Sympathy is all you have. 

Th" :::iECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUEE: 
Let us look at the position as it exists. 
The Government have only been in power 
twelve months, and we have alreadv pro· 
vided a fund. vVo have 7,000 workers' work­
ing under that fund, and •re arc givin{l' the 
unemployed something practicable in lieu of 
the emptv sympathy which they got from 
hon. members opposite. I would also li'--e 
to point out that unemnlovment existed 
many years ago. I admit-th~t it has been 
growiDg, largely aG a re~ult of indiscrimjn­
ate loan expenditure. '.Ve have not been 
able to pay our interest and other char3"es 
for the simple reason that onr loan money 
has not been expended on reproductive 
works. Loan ll10TIL1 V n~0cl for that purpo~q 
rightlv chou!d bave been used in order to 
keep 'the workers cmploved. The result is 
that we have to IJu:, inLrc t to-day on unre­
productiYe works; and it is hard to say 
where the position is going to end because 
of the indiscriminate expenditure of loan 

money. On 30th June last the pcrccnt~ge 
of um•mployment in the various States was-

Queensland 
Par cent. 

10.1 
S• .. uth Australia (under a Labour 

Gm·crnmcnt) 
Victo,·ia (under a Labour Goyern­

"1cnt) 

17.6 

21.0 

l am not ~'lying anything again~t those tv~'O 
Labour GoYernments. I 'av quite distinctly 
t!wt the position is due to tbe unfortunate 
state which the whole of Australia is 
in to-day. While the present po"ition is 
vc'l'Y scriouR, it has b~"'en brought about 
through no fault of the present Go.-ernmcrt. 
There were so n1any uncn1ploycd in Queens~ 
land prior to the l;Ft election that the 
electors put the then Go-. "rnnwnt out of 
office and returned the present Government 
to povYer. 

Ld us take the cost of li.-ing index figures 
for the same period-

Queernla nd 
:::iouth Australia 
Victoria 

145D 
1637 
1707 

Those fignres prove conclusivolJ that Queens~ 
land is v<?rv much better off than the two 
Stateo under Labour Governments. If that 
is the condition of affairs, why not blame 
those t"·o Governments for the unrmployed 
in those States and the high cost o' living 
as we\!? Both States arc under La1 ,one 
Govo·nn1ents, and both Scat<'~ had grcoJ.er 
deficits last vcar than \YC had; at the san1e 
time unen1pioymcnt is grcr.tcr and the cost 
of liYing higher than it is in Queensland. 

As I have already pointed out., I do not 
think the present positic<r is the fault of 
Labour or the fault of Tory Goycrnments. 
Our present unfortunate position has been 
brought about b:; the indiscrimi;;ate cxpen· 
diture of loan moneY. The past u-oYernment 
kno~~v more about the 'v ast.o of loan money 
than hon. rne1nbers on this side. \Ve have 
onlv to take the State enterptises, which 
cost the Labour Government £5.COO,OOJ, and 
on v:;hich we have to pay an annual 1ntero·,t 
hill amounting to £250,000. If tbat money 
had been expended on raih·. ay' or othn 
reprodnctiYe works,_ t~H~ posi'Lion v;;ou1d l~~ 
quite all right. but, ae a n~attcr of fact. re 

is gone. The posrt10:1 would haYo 
[3 p.m.] been much wane had it not bl'en 

for this Government sellmg those 
State enterprises at an opportune tin1e and 
gPtting a b0tter prire than _rnight have .~p, n 
e·<nected. \V c have got r1 d of prac.hcall~ 
!he ,vhole of them, with the exceptwn o. 
one or bvo. 

::\1r. A. JoNES: You have bought Swift's 
meatwork3 after getting rid of them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
:Even the latn Govern1nent n1ust h;1vc been 
convinced that disaster was not f.-q' away 
"t the end of thr-ir term. If that were. ':'ot 
,.o. I would rsk the Lcad0r of the Onposrtwn 
vihv his Gm-crnnwnt left the enormous sum 
of '£5.000.000 of lo'an money vchcn thoy went 
out of office, and which he s.<id on s:voral 
,.ccasions ,, as husbandod to meet a pcrwd of 
·dcprc~sion. That alone proves conclusi\~oly 
that thev mw what \\as coming. Tho late 
Premier,~ l\Ir. l\IcCormack. was r,u:tP cand1d 
about the 1nattcr when }le said y(<1TS ago 
that he .aw it c0ming; bnt ha could rot e:ot 
his party to foilow him in th"t respect. 
Thcv left this large sum of money, a'ld they 
aro ~now blaming u~ for doing exactly what 

lion. H. F. 1ran-rr.] 
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thev did-cGnservin~~ loan tnonc~v. Every 
rnan :in this Ch .,Inbcr and in Queensland 
should take off his hat to the pre,ent Trea­
-t-.urer for conscrvlng- that 1noncy and pro­
viding for a t1rnc nhcad vi·hen_ vvo shall ~et 
lee able to get any loan mon('Y to carry out 
public works. rrhc real cause nf the present 
firwncial trouble is that the pco,1le of Aus­
iTr,.,Iia \\'Ore for 1nany years deluded into the 
belief that the existing standard of li• ir•g 
could bo maintained by legislation aml a;·bi­
tration courts, irrespective of the wea~th 
production of the conununit'v. That .'vas : ~ 
worst id''" that anybody could get urto h" 
rnind. \Ve ha;, o b!.__cn earryi:c.g on uude, a 
delusion hv reason of the fact that we hayc 
been borro\vin~ rnon,'.V to bolster up differPnt 
1ndu;;;tries without t,lking into consideraticn 
the cost of produciiun Hnd our ability to ,euJ 
our cxnort, a\vav to other countries. I kno\, 
th;'lt \\:e have a~ vcr~ grcd tradE: balallce iD 
comparison with tlw m·hcr States of the Co: >­
monwealth, but that doe'· not alter tho fact 
that in Queensland and .... t\u.:;tr-,dia we are p;,..._' 

people \vith regard to exports; and, whi]E~ 
"-c are blew,,·d ith a onderfully produc­
tive country, .. ith re;--;ard particularly to 
wool and other prima1~y products, th0 fact 
remains that we hav." to keep our own citi~ 
z0ns in c·mplovmeut. \Ve haYe borrowed to·J 
],] gd.,- in the· pnd. and our lo'ln expenditur·· 
has not been suf!ici0nt'l:.· r0produdive. 

\Ye have onlv to go bac:_ for the last five 
n;· ... ix Years tO sc0 that ·what I sav is ner~ 
f0::tJv true. . The nrescnt cri3is llac; cOmo 
ab01;t because of the compulsory cutting-ofF 
of our loan ~uppJi,,,, froru O\"ersc'as, and WG 
havo lal'go overdrafts and Cdrnmitrnents to 
111eet', whilst at th': san~c tirne thr-ro has been 
a reduction in the pric,? of our primary pro­
ducts. Vi~e k·,my that th,, price of wool feli 
50 per cent. a litt1e \Yhile ago. As a ln;tt<:'r 
of fact, it is down to prC~\var pric0 to-day. 
an:d \\C cannot produrc rnan:v othc1· of out 
primary products -lt a price which will enahl·-' 
t'i. ~n1 to bt~ exported. Tbc prices of c:xpoJ't­
ab1e mnin J)roduc t·, such as butter nnd :-;:<g"lf 

arc Ycry Jrnv cmnparf'd v;ith the prices rca.l­
iscrl oight or tl'n years ago. 

\Vhcthcr we like it or not. whatever 
GoYcrnlnent 1nav be in p(nvcr and \Vhflt(~Ycr 
artificial expedients \VC n1a v adopt, Tz e hay 1 
to adjv-~t our ::.:taudnrds to our altered cir­
C'Imstancee. \Y0 have had to resort to all 
sorts of unccono1nic expcJients in a desperate 
endeavour to aYoid the consequences of our 
nli,.dcuh; but it is becoming apparent that 
our industrial .s~v~t~ m is breaking down, and 
th; t ne"- methods must bo adopted. 

I realise. li',o ether hon. mc•mbcr·", that it 
i~ cssent;nl f1 r ns u.Tac1nallv to build up 
!H ·nufar·tu;·illg inc1nstrics in C:uccnslanc1; bnt 
uLdc•r present circunl:;,taDcr:~. v.·ith a hr~r.; 
o,·ordraft, and somdhing like £35.000,000 a 
von to be scr.t abroad hhich ~\ustralia has 
i-\) pav in the ~;}la--.·.: of intcr"st and other 

onr ;.rinHlrv industries are of out­
irnpo.rtancc ~ "o the Con1mon \Vealth 

and State''· 
If we In ('uccn. 1and c:n11d follo:>; th·) 

advice given b.v the Prime 2:11inioter of , u:s­
tralia. ~,Ir. Seullln, ancl produce more, vvu 
could inlpr,)YC our po ition to a cxlc·llt; 
but, unfOJ·tullntcly. ·we· do it [~t a 
rnomoni's notice. Tt ··ill take at lectst a 
year~ to do -,o. Th•"' J .oint. hov,revr~r. i~ 
::, u should kc :p th:_t c.:.Jcl in rnl11d, bc~:1u· e 
there i_, rcal1:,~ o0J: Ol>C '"F!v of oycrcmnin,__; 
our f1nancial diffit"nlti, ~. anL1 that is ~o pro-
duco more. if siblc nndcr tho c ndi-
t;ons prcva"i!in:~ I£ ~, c h ,ye to take 

[Hon. H. P. Wall:u·. 

lcs.~ for our export~~ it would be far 
better to do that than to allow any 
of our industries to languish. as is the c'se 
at the present time. In order to secure a 
favourable tra·dc balancr it is :neccssarv to 
exnort ono-h~,.]f of the total production;' and 
for that purpose manufacturing is and will 
continue to b_ practically a negligible quan~ 
tity. 

Let n112 give hon. men1b0rs smnc idea of 
the ratio of our exports which our industries 
prm·idc•, in order to show the percentage 
of prim,,r_v products ccported a, compc> red 
with the percentage of manufactnn•s--

Pa•toral (main!:.- wool) 
.Agricultural (mainly wheat 

flour) 
J}lininp-
Dairying, etc. 
Forestr,- and fisheries 

Total primary 
ivlanuhcturing 

Pcr ecnL 

and 
53 

25 
lG 
7 

96 
4 

In other words, only 4 per cent. repr.·· enh 
exports of manufactures. \Ye haye to be 
careful with regard to our export busi~ 
ne· s. Que •ns!and has a '' onderful market 
not onh in Great Britain, which is our be t 
ew~torrH:r. but al~o in countries on t.L.c con­
tjnent of Europe v here D have had .a very 
fine trade balance. Lately the tariff in 
.A n·tralia h,ts been altered in such h ":a' 
that we arc likely to lose trade wit.h many 
of these countries overseas which can t,,,kc 
"'- large amount of our products. It i, ordy 
natural to expect that, as our tariff doPs t!wi~· 
export trade harm, so they will want to 
rctaliatr', The following figures shov; the 
fayourable trade balances with son1e of t~wse: 
countries :-

Belgium 
Franf'e 
Cerrr1anv 
Italy c 

£ 
8,133.817 

11,500,CJ0 
5,500,0JO 
3.750,00·) 

Tho-'le figures renrescnt the excr'ss auantit~,~ of 
the goods they .. hay··, been getting fron1 u~, 
o-..:er what they hr-;,ve been sending- to U':. 
\Ve do not 'mnt to risk losino: that tr ,de. 
··\Ye have to recover our pofition step by 
step; and it is only by oYercorning the r:1cr~ 
motu djf!lrultics which confront incre~scd 
production that we can do so. V\'c n1u .i not 
give these wonderful custorncrs of curs any 
rea'Oll for retaliating and stoppint! taking 
our goods as they haYc done in the pa'1L 
l)ul·lng thr- l:-t;;;S year or two Y•/ool ha3 fallen 
50 p(r cc·~;. in price; so th1t it is pi'acti::_.::.lly 
dovvn to the pr~~"\'\ ar len'L ·v\...-hc.lt-~anotht~r 
( xportab1n produ(t-is also low in prjcc; 
nnd. "\Yhrrt \vith lower returns fron1 other 
ronrc~s. all of \Yhirh Illtlns a reclnction in 
rpq;nuo from tax~ttion, ..._c\ustrali i.·, faced 
'" ;th a re ~lncticn in :natiorPl inr ,),;_:_n of 
£;Q,OOO.Onf} 1x-r annum. Under the"P eondi~ 
tions the- irnpo· tance of onr pr~n1ar:-~ jndr~­
tri<' Laronot be 0':0r-rrrt"d. I do not 
to refc•r to the whole of them: but I 
11kc lo refer to son:;,c ''\'hich co1ne n1orc p~lr­
ticularlv nnd0r the ro.:Jtrnl of th• Dcp ~rt~ 
lllClit of }~.~Ticulturf'. "tr:d in rcspl•ct of n~hich 

lrn~e been {'ertain development:-:. .... ince 
hr- en J:Iini':,tcr in char:::c that 

dqlartnH'·nt. I rcf,1Q"niflc that \Ve to 
produce, anc1 that fhcrc are n1an: things­
~dlich \Yt: c:tn p!·oducc ~t a. rt~asonahl{ cost. 
I11 othPr word-· vve han" to 1ncTt:lse our 
proclLH:t.io!l in order to meet the sittntion. 
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Tn ddition to older indu~trit':.-, \Ve have 
undertaken f'Xperirnents in the gro\ving of 
~ohw'co; \VC have gi,~cn a cotton guarar~tcr,; 
and v,·c lul:\-c Jn:-,de agrcf'mcnts in regard to 
v~·hcat nntl bat:kv. All thcc:,r: industries are, 
to a ( l'ta-in eXtent, IlCI'l. Putting it in 

vvay, the Go,~lrnn1cnt's policy has 
rC'modcllod, anrl these i11dustries are 
put on a better footim-: and the 
is that pro~luction is inert~t:-;ing, as 

shall later sbow 111 gTeatcr detail. _.:-\ rise 
in price, however, hns bPcD <'Onntcractcd b~,7 
a_ ri•,e in T,\·:1,ges, so that we arc in the posl~ 
twn of .• dog trving to catch its own tail­
\'Vc ca11not roach finalitv. If we are O'Qing 
to rroduc~ the qnr,ntitlc:_: of thin[;~ that I 
,, on!d Eke to sec ..:.\nstnlliu.. rn ,)durc wo 
have .. the~cforc, to rccluc~ the eo:-:~· af' pro­
dnctwn. 1t ccm be done l!l a rough \Yay by 
reduc1nz '''ages; bnt the correct Vi av is to 
aim at irnprovcd cfficic~ncy, ancl get rnorc 
L'f..sults frorn the work that we put into 
our production. This. at an' rate. is the 
first method that should be adopted. Will 
an;, b<Jdy tell me that Queensland is at .a 
dead end in regard to production~ 

I have heard it said from time to time 
that we arc over-producing, and that it is 
;;;seless to )Woduce to any further extent. 
_._he sugar Industry has been Instanced as 
one in connection with which it would be 
useless to increase the present volume of 
production. but special reason, dictate that 
ther<' should not be over-production in that 
mclnstry at the present time. 

. There is roon1 for t.ren1cndous C'XIHln:sion 
m other primary industries of the State. 
I 1:ropose to show the wonderful expansion 
m che pnmary mdustnes over the last hc:elve 
rnon~hs. When \Ye Spf'a_k of incrc:ased pro­
ductwn v·e must first a1m in the direction 
of inducing people to go upon the land, 
and to do so Y{C n1u: .. ;t make conditions 
attractivo not on]v for the older member 
of th. communit} but particnlarlv for thP 
:vounger 1nernbers of the connnullits- who 
h ?,Ye <1 right .to enjoy the arnu&eme~t's pro­
VIded for then more fortunate brethren in 
the c:itih and townc;_ If we h <Ye the couretg<· 
to faro realities. then we ehall bP able to 
ovrrcon1e our present difficulties. That end 
{_rrn. 1~·-: aehievcd on~y by setting aside party 
pohtrcs for the trmc being. although I 
should hkc to see party politics abolished 
for all time. \Ye should work with the one 
eommo_n object of saving one of the greatest 
countrrcs of the world. The prosperitv of 
the Statp is bound up with the prosperitv 
of the primary producer. -

During my occupancy of the position of 
Secretary for Agriculture and prior theret<J I 
have travelled cxtcn,ively in Queensland with 
a view to securing first-hand information 
regarding the various industries in operation 
in this State. During the comparativelv short 
period I have been in my present posi­
tion I have been particularly active in 
moving about the State \Yith this object 
in view. and I have de,-oted prac:­
ticall:, the ,,-hole of my spare time to 
travelling from north to south and to some 
extent into the west. Later I hope to 
travel to thG "VVoollv West" to ascertain 
the exact conditions prevailing in those parts. 
I was particularly interested in the speech 
delivered by the hon. member for Gregory 
a few weeks a.;o. when he stated that in 
some parts of his electorate the drought had 
not yet broken. As he is a competent 
authority upon pastoral mattero, his remarks 

rnust rccE'iYe cYery consideration. In Qucens­
hnd '"' have wonderful primary industries. 
from sugar in the North to fruit in the 
South, Y 'irying ;,vith clin1atic conditions pos­
sible only in a tropical country like our ovYn. 
\Yith thP~C indnstries in n1ind, one can only 
('Oine to the conclusion that there i", vast 
room for the deYelopment of these indus­
tries, particularly in view· c£ the statement~ 
n1ade by hon. members rcprE'<mting rural 
districts who have fully backed up my 
opinion in this regard. I am satisfied that 
v:c could launch out in many directions as 
we have never done bPfore. 

This is the Grst opportunity I haYc had 
of speaking· on the Address in Reply since 
taking office as a ~1inister o£ the Cro\vn. 
I re . .lise very much the responeibilities of 
my position, knowing full well that the rami­
fications of m~ department cannot bo appre­
ciated until one is placed in administratiYe 
control of it. Ono must keep in very clos.E' 
touch .,,:ith all the new phases of agricultural 
and pastoral life. which can be achieved 
onlv bv travel with a view to 5ecuring first­
har~d i·l,formation. The Secretarv for Agri­
culture can be admirably supported in his 
duties by hon. members who repre"ent com1-
try constituencies. I have received consider­
able c "sisbnre from the fifteen or sixteen 
countrv members in this .As,8mbly, which has 
cnable~l me probctbly to become more effi­
cient in n1y ministerial office. 

I sincerely hope that any steps proposed 
by the Government to foster our pnmary 
industries will not be vic\YCd in a party 
political light. I hope that hon. members 
oppooite will appreciate the assistance sought 
to bC' extenclc'd b0 the Government, and will 
lend their aid with a view to end ea vourmg 
to ov"'rcon1e our present difficulties. 

I subscribe most hcartilv to the commodity 
marketing boards. They "have exercised con­
siderable infl ucncc on the agricultural deve­
lopment of this State. There are fourteen 
boards in existence at the present time, and 
during the past twelve months the various 
boards and iJOOls ha\·c been remodelled 
udminii"tratiYely. I recognise that thiL is 
necessary eYery year to maintain the boards 
and pools upon an efficient basis and with a 
\·iew to keeping tho men1bcrs concerned rigbt 
up to the collar. A Jlilinistcr must be par­
ticuhuly active to do this in order to get 
the verv be ,,t results. As one who has befm 
associat-ed with the various boards and pools 
for many years, and as one who has had 
dose association with the hon. member for 
Lockver and the hon. member for AJ bert in 
conn~ction with the butter stabilisation 
schmne of Australia and various other as-o­
ciations, I quite well recognise the position 
of the primary industries of the State. I 
also recognise the wonderful work that has 
been done by the various organisations con­
cerned. 

I am not talking now about tho stabilis:­
tion of prices; I am talking- about; _thP 
ccDnom v which is eJiccted bv the efhment 
working of these boards. By remodelling; 
ihcir nlC'thods of workiLg from Year to :Vf':tr 
1he comlnodit~-- l.o2-rcls haY<? arriYNl at :-uch 
an efficient state of org. nisation that they can 
offer no excuse if anything shoul·d go "·rDng. 
I could refer to many separate bo:trds as I 
go along. I gaYc rny \'vho1chcarted supp~:Ht 
as a priYate member to tho eo-operative 
movement amongst £arn1ers. I reco~nisc that 
I was then able to do so Dnly in a limited 
degree; but I now recognise th<1t in my 

Hon. H. F. Walker.] 
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capacitv a:; ~Tini"t··~r I < Jn help tb-:111 a }.~ :..t 
Jc "l n1ore. I shall uc'part from the ucual 
procedu_rc adopted. by. the l\iinister ~y _p·i \·i~1g 
the ; anous org;an1sat1ons. vvhcther 1t GC LF; 

\Yhcnt Board, lhc Butter Board, or any othcl" 
~1oard, the confidence of the :ti1nj-:;tcr 1.virh a 
view to gt·tting in rc;nrn that reciprocal con~ 
fidcnc{~ -..vhich is neces::'ll'\' for the (_:1icient ::tLd 
economic handling of that commodit:. I, as 
ono who has always t::J.kcn the farn1crs into 
his co.nfiderH .~, rcc~o({:Jj ·.ed th:-tt by doing so 
ju rny spt~ech~s at' thP h~llf-ye:i.rly n1E:~'tings of 
the co-operatiYo orgnni~at.1ons. v.:hcn I plact>Cl 
a certain amonnt of rrspon· ~bility on their 
,hLulders. redising thut thereby I shall s,:cure 
fron1 thcrn a grt.>Jtcr m· _·.sure of cfiieicncy, 
and, ··wh~lt is n1ore. a qtudird measure o[ 
cr,~no- IV in f( 2;ard their vd1ich, 
perhap;, b. 9 n~t th(; .1tt :1tio:: 
i :1 the r :st t:,at it Thot is 
the poliny I int so doin~ 
I predict that in a year countr.: 
wili re disn to a gTCoi'cr cL,gTcr· ,Yh<-'tt I arn 
tr,-~nO' to conve-~ ta hon. nH'lnbers to-day. I 
rc•.nli~~ the inq1.ortnncc cf the cultivation of 
good \Yill as Ud\Veen CO·Opcrati \"0 bodies and 
bu'--incss and financial interest.;. I could 
:-rivc rnanv jllu::trr~tions \Yhcre theY have rnade 
iiTeat n1.i tal..:P:-:. For in~t:tnce, they ar-.' 
iLclincd to lcok upon au:· rnan llot in the 

p:~r<ti i Y·: E!O\Tmcnt a a rnan. "·ho i .. d1s-
That i~ a f::tllaciovs notion. \\'" e 

hav:• n1rrny of r~-c finr rh~·.ractf'cs in the 
\Yorlcl in our rornn1erciul l .-uprjght 
rr•l men of jntq~rjty--ancl by dlrnir 
t hern fro111 tr ·do yen ar0 ~~ci:ilg to 
pc '-'ition in ronlH'dicr '''it'~l fl"lV 
~i1nilar to that rrc3Jed bv th ~ p;·Irna.r_v pru~ 
dur- ''S nf 1'\c-w Zcalar_ 1 '"dH'n thcv vvcllt ovrr 
t:") London and startc,~ a butter agency. Tho 
l"<' .ult was th et the, bud about £2,on~.OOJ 
\Yort'h of bnttcr left ·on their ha ds. \Yt~ all 
haqJ to liv:_~; ',nd on" o£ the bcli<- of the 
co-op~r:.tiv0 lllOYCl110'lt i3 that a rnr 1 

right to liYc. hc·thc<.· he be1ieyp-: 
co-opcrat'iY ~ or nJt. That is a 
policy ·n hi eh 1 to rukr;t. l n'co::; ~i 
that, if there 1s any srwculation of a (1is~ 
hnn· t rhuracL r dctrirnc'llhl to the interest:; 
of the prl:mary produ,_','l', we ha' ihc rif.,:.·lrL 
to 01i ninat-· it; but it \\-rong to atternpt- t.J 
diminate ihe 1na:1 vvho in close toE< h witl1 
tl1c prinuny p1oducer, who is -'ncleaYOlF-
iug to carry on busiEc';::, on so<J<.ld, honf 
li1:r- .. 

..:\s an illw;tratloll of ;~tudi{_d ccono:uv as 
the re ·u1t of o:t·g·anif. !tion, I have bui. to 
quot.c ~h0 n su1t cJ tht oF 11 '~ B.lticr 
Board; and I donbt in any cou~- Lry 
Yvh,-re cc c·xist fl n1oro pf:~·--~cnt 
rutt'· r BoPrd OU1'~ i:-:: in ('Xistr:ncc to-da\r. 

is Cf '"1t"ir ,. the But•P-' B( 1 a1 d of this Stat·: 
ono htnldrcd nnd ei~·};iy~~ixth part cf ld. 

prr lb. to ~ell tha1- butL' ·, or thr.-;;-tm1ths o.._ 
le. per box. That gives WJn1e idea of the. 
f•conPnty thrtt. is prarti·,( .J bv this b:·nrd. 
l\'(·xt yo· r I hopo to sco :-:rrZ 1-tcr ceo1-:o:rny 

cd, ne: o:ll..,.l in r0s~- .•'---t of th-_ Bqttvr 
bl!t ith rcsp "et the Viheat Board 
n1:u1~ oth r boc.tr in exisL•nt ). 

One indu-try occu,.:yi~.'r ihe 111:1Hls of th" 
Fecl'-?eai rtr:d State Gnv-._'rnincat-.; as well as 
I'll~; public nt the pre~·.;llt tirn0 is the rn~ar 
-i t;rh-stry. I \YOuld l}k:~ to 1nake a Rp\:~ird 
p11 t., net only for talt treuhncnt o£ th_tt 
in-dustry on th,~ part of tht· South<•rn people. 
but 11 or0 particular!.}- ti-nt t:wso in po;,vcr in 
Brit1.in shou1d C"'ont'inu the preferential 
t
1l1ticR for En1pir,? prcduLts. 

At the present time our sugar industr2· hos 
reached an efficient et<Ote of organisation and 

[lion. H. P. Walker. 

jJfO(~ ·et~( l. lt 1-, a::; p .1. c Cl ~ .. ? C<1tl p03-
sib1y get it. Sorne iclc .•. thf' cnormou~ 
iruportance of this iudu~' to Qu t..:ll&hn"l 
may be gaugccl by the fact L_,·t ~ t the 
output v a valued at £10,508.587. Apart 
frc•m tho fact tlu~t an enormous numbr_ r of 
pcuplf' are cngagLd in tlw iiJ·~lu.'ltrJ in 'J.ll it~ 
ph''"'' there is thC> natiuual asp.ct of its 
in.porLal.i(' to Australi ',. The portion uf cur 
roastlinn north of To''· n~wilL, ,_.hi eh js :Lln1ost 
:-.,;lcl:~ ticvot d to P'J•-rar-g:ro\Yillg, i:-J prac­
t1c'1lly unsuitable for any other forrn of pro­
duction. It is far rcul,:\rcrl from 1narkets,. 
and the long transport wou!J be too he,\vy 
an intpost for any other busjnpss to be car­
ried on there. The ships eng-aged in our 
co:,stal trade are pradicalJ;r y-Jthout 
refrigerated space, and load practically 
~ otlling rl~~ but Rugar fron1 th~ North. 

~\ t t-he nre.:;cnt ti1ne \ve aro producing 
£10.508)587. worth of sugar per UlH1nrr1. 
whereas in 1902 the production totalled 
£ )53.901, which gives some idea of the 
alrnost rnushl·oon1.-like g.LO\Yth of this \Yonder­
ful industry. Further, it rnay int,'_re"-t hon. 
nH::rnber.~ to kno\V that the sugar .. gTovvers 
pay h df the ad;niniBtntivr• co-ts ent:tiled in 
t.be bnsine·s, :end contribute half the cost 
of th~ Pxpcrintcnt·ll and seicntific n_'.·earch 

ork which ha~ b:_--'n so succcs~fu1. All that 
r;ou to ,how what can bo don, by putting 
ur;o;l thC''"? l-,•ople th<: l'f'·,punsibility to 
which I h .. ve alluded. ?\ot more than thirty 

ern."i a sugar-r::..~.Jl \Vith a cttpacity of 
vJ,C 'I) of f 1nc \ a~ CGt~_>!ldercd a parti-
eu~ady big rniJl, v hereas to-day the av·--~rage 
( -qH~l'ity 1~ 20C,G0(; ton . {,iuce: sln.nd leads 
tbe world in the standard of diicicncv and 
c•...;onmny i~ sugar n1al1age1ncnt. \Vhcreas 
son1e years ago 9.~9 tons of cnn0 were required 
to c_akc a ton of ..:,Ugar, to-d:1y it take;;; only 
6.92 to1:s. That gives some idea o! the 
wo;,clc•rful v.ork of thr- scicnti~t-· con1v cted 
\Yith the ind~1stry in inrr;>';;,iEg· production 
:-nd rcclncin~:, the cost of production. 

Thc.tt hrings rne io another point-the 
t i -~n of e1jto~nokgists. l t ruay surprlso 

n-;, n1ber:;: to know fhat. if "-o wanted a 
tlC\'; eutornolo':"'ist to-n101T0-1~;. v:o cmdd not 
g-:t hin1 locall~. or even in .:-\ ustr lia. \Vhat 
~ shod::ing stavt'] of affairs that, 'lthongh \VC 

have a universit: 1 '''e nrf' ::ot eJuc1ting our 
O\Yn pntcrnolcg ists ! At the E:cnt tin1o I 
[ln1 obtai.nin~ a, report ~i~ to 110 ~ibility 
of obtaii1ing an eJJtorno1ogist frorn ovcrsC'[LS; 
but i. i r[1t1wr unfortnr:·tt0 th~!t '"re should 
have to in1port and a.eclirnati<;o men, instE.ad 
of corepntratjng 011 loc1 Hy tr;t:necl enton1o~ 
logists. 

Tt 1 j • al<;: J i:1t('r'-'st hon. n.1cmbcrs to know 
t.h:_t the sugar ii-1ustry provides eruplo:;.meni. 
for 21,0GJ men jn the fif-id and 7,000 men in 
rn.i1h and r< fiL.ctics. Despite the general 
ta.1k Oli th0 n:aitcr, onlY __, nrr Cl'l:t. of 
f0rcignr,rg r1re ernplo:vcd ~in th~s ind_ustyy. 
In ihnt conrH'riion it 1~ ratlH'l' dhappo-:!nhng 
th t S"HlO hon. mr·Inb ... •rs O}lJ10f,ite should 
h-ve had so nmd1 to o;~ the quction of 
for~ igncrs enr:a~rf-1 in inchntry, a.nd also-
on tli~ n llegcd high paid for ~uB'ar 
iand. All that talk merely pmV!dmg 
annnunitjon fnr the oppolH'nts of our sug-ar 
industrv in th,, South. As to the cmploy­
rnent of foreigner: in the i:ilclu . .::.try) ~.-:c have 
had e' tensivo German s_•ttlen:ent in years 
gnnc bv. and I do not surq>os:\ on~ could 
get rt finor type of ccttler than the German. 

It n1av not Le inopportune to discnss the 
question"' of the price pccid for suga1~. Vari­
ous stutc!nc.:Jts have b0en n1ad0 1n this I-Iouse­
on the subject; but, for the information of 
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hon. members generally, I would mention 
that the export price of £9 17s. per ton and 
C1e lonl price of £26 16s. gave an t1vcrage 
of £20 5s. lOd. per ton for all our sugar for 
1929, which shmYs that those engaged In the 
industry did not get too much for then· pro­
duct. We should take ofl' our hats to _those 
who have tried to export the maxmm_m 
amount of sugar which the industry w1ll 
allow. 

Much has been fa.id about the embargo 
being rcrnoYed; but, in n1y opinion, the 
cmb~rr:o will neyce bo removed. lf the price 
is "rcd~ccd, jt ,,~ill 1nran the closi11g up of 
the ir.dustrv south of 'l'owi' Yilk. ln those 
circurr, ~t:1 nc'cs, ho'.v could the people dis­
placed be employed at a timn liko . the 
p_ :sent? ?\o reduction Ut all lS pOSSJ!JJC. 
They might stand a little rcc!LJ·Ction in the 
Nort.h, but to the south of Townsvrlle cor· 
u~inly not, and t\e greatc~t qurrntity of suga.r 
is produGocl south of Towmville. The agrcc­
rncnt under ·which tho sugar inclus~ry hils 
been \.Yorking has been of tren1Cmdaus value 
to the iudu try, which. during the exist<nce 
of the agreement, has been extended and has 
b,·C'Olno rnore ('fficicnt fron1 year to year. 
Dnring the war Australia had to impo_rt 
sugar; but no\\ v e :1 re 0xporting lar~o 
quantities. Our grcatc·,t trouble to-day 19 

due to the fact that the price of sugar in all 
other fugar-producing conntriPs of the world 
is right dovYn to bedrock, and in rnany ca3el 
theY C'"lnnot s1}1l the Y hole o£ the sugar pro­
duC-ed. In son1c r0nntric::;. su~ar i:3 being 
so1d at such a lo--· price that, altho"gh it is 
grov:n by Llack la.bonr, it is p_rodnced at a 
loss. All this calami!; -howliug in the South 
for a reduction in th1" price of sugar is duo 
to the low price obtains ble in countries v. here 
it is produc'Jd by black labour. The report 
of tlw \Yest Iudics Commission, headed by 
Lord OliYCr, and appointed by the pt·csent 
Labour Go\~ernnlcnt in Great Britain, shovY« 
thrrt, even wjth the aiel of Brib~;\1 nrcfcr­
enco, these islands ' ~nnot sugar at 
present prict..•s. Sir Francis -att,,! Df ~.Iauri~ 
tius, states that that island, where• the ~ost 
of production i3 belovc that of all fmci,-:n 
countries except Ja\~a, is r ,rrying 011 the 
industr;- at a loss. 

These low prices, due to over-production, 
arc mainly rC',,fJOnsiblo for the Southern agi­
tation against the industry in Queensland. 

In the same wav there is an accumulation 
of wheat througfwnt the grain producing 
countries of the world, thoro being a carry­
over from last Y' ar of 600,000,000 bushels; 
and, out-ide of the United State" of America, 
e\·ery wheat-growing country is going 
to bave a record crop this ye-,r. The 
5.000,000 tons output of sugar in Cuba is 
tho controlliurr factor in the world's price, 
so it will be a seen that the people in the 
South havo chosen an opportune tinlL to try 
to get a reduction in tlP price of sugar, for 
which they have bc'm agita-ting fur some 
years. I hope that Mr. Scullin and hi,; 
Govl~rnm0:-:t will be sufficiently strong :;) ~ive 
the sugar industry a "square go." If- the 
Scullin Government only takG notice of the 
evidcr1ce given before the t 1·ibunal about to 
be appointed, then v r have nothing to fear, 
b( :ausc already "\Ye are carrying out econo­
mics, not only in th~ mills but in the 
a.dministration and in the fields. The result 
must be a win for the Queensland su"'ar 
industry; but we do not want any of these 
calamity-howlers and political nondescripts 
m the South coming forward and saying, 

"\:re rnust have cheap sugar." The same 
men are nevor satisfied. ThL:y want chear1 
food, short hours, and big w~ges. 

l'l'h·. HAxLOX : If wrrgu arc coming clown, 
you cannot blame the people for requiring 
cheap food. 

The SECRETARY FOE AGRICULTURE: 
vVhen t.he hoil. mernhtr w"' talkiug about 
wago,, con1ing do\vn, he took up a different 
attitude altogether. If the cost of living 
comes down, then the basic ''age should 
come down au:ordingly. \Ve cannot have 
the bBsic \Ya;~e going up and tho ·cost. of 
living coming down. At the same time 
there aro highly protected indu tries down 

South in connection with food-
[3.30 p.m.] stuffs, preS('l'Vcd fruits, and 

other such things. \Ve know that 
the cliffictilt nosition in Quc"nsland is clue 
to the fact that taxation :ms been particu­
brly high a.nd we ha;-e not had the big 
corrintorcial undertakings lo provide users 
for our primary products. 'h' o have had to 
rely on -.-\-.-1ctoria, for in regard to 
boots. a ,-ood man-. of v at the present 
como fro1n that State. ~it the sa.rnc ti1no I 
think that Queensland boot• would be found 
to be worn o!1 this side of tk> House. \IVe 
have ta.kcll ru1 enor"nons arnount of manu­
fnciurcd goods fro1n Victo .. ·.1

7 
but the people 

lu t:1at State arc not rE~ipro< '"ting. 'rake 
for instance the bn.nana industry. 'fhe peopJe 
in -Victoria v:ant to get bananas from· l1'1ji, 
while w0 in Qucen.:-lrr.nd aro producing a 
better al'tide than Fiji a!ld at a k~Q,or price. 
'l'he position of QucPnsland in regard to the 
,r,ugar embargo is unassaiJaLle. 

I would like to refer to the argumonts 
with reg,nd to t.he m-er-supply of sugar. A 
little rd1ile ago a confcruwe was hold in the 
Department of A·-~riculture with rf:'gard to 
this que' tion. and an arrangcl11ent was ll1ade 
which has giyen a greet degree of >.tti, fac­
tion. 

Th-: t)PEAKE11,: Order! Tho hon. 
mcmlc·r lws cxhaustnd th·~ tirne allowed him 
nnd r the Standing Orders. 

J\fr. Glli~lSTO::\'E ("tc:nl: y): I b('~ to 
rnove-

" Thnt the hon. m--mber lP granted 
an extc11sion of ti1.uc to onaUlc hirn to 
rornr;lcte his spo(-r;h."J) 

Th(' SPEAKER: Is it the -.-.·ill of the 
Hou.,e that the hon. member be granted an 
cxh-·lsion of time to enable him to complete 
his ~pcech ·: 

IIo~D1-'RABL!: j\fE)IJ BERS : Hear' he,cr r 
The SECRETAH.Y FOH. AGRICULTURE: 

I thank the House for allowing me to con­
tinue n1y speech. I v.'as referring to the­
question of a-,:;igPJnent;, in tbo sugar indus­
try. l honostiy think th11t 98 per cent. of 
the farmer' arc p~rfectly SiltioficJ with the 
ae--ignments g-rantee! by the Central Sugar 
C.1ne Prices Hoard. ~We uertainl:, gave them 
a little privilege by giving them the benefit 
of an appea.l c-ourt extending over a rnonth 
in which to renew any htrther clain1; a.ud 
in ~on1o casE-,, on ac'.'Ount of previous mis­
tuk~:':c, applicants were pormlth:d to put in 
fresh clain1". There is nothing to stop any 
farn1cr from on.:r-produci~1g ( 1,nc if he is 
prepared to accept v,orld p:crity rates. We 
have not blocked -urmr pl.JLtnclion; on the 
eontrp,ry vYe arc dorng cvurythir,g possible 
to eHcourago our sugar proJucpr:;:. 

'_f,he question of a peak ;rl ar v-.ras gone 
into, and dealt with by the conferwce.. 'l'he 

Hon. H. F. Walh·r.] 
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sugar-gTo1-. t rs n1adc sugg '3tion3 to Hh' as 
CL rucdiaJor, and "iatisfar 4ory arraugen1Ants 
\Yerc r

1
n.ad.e .•sith rrJa_rd to a peak year, and 

C'Yerytu1ng IS nO\Y going on very s1noothly. 
Mr. BRt:CE: \Yh~i about. th< Yaluation of 

mwe igucd !a.ud ·: 

The SECRETAUY FOR AGRIU~LTURE: 
If we ac,signcd further areaA, \YC would 
increase our production, and th!? fanner 
would never l•c able to carrv on at the 
oYersca.s '"'xport pricC'. The r~"'<ult is that 
assigned are'ls ~annat be extended ut present. 
\Vhcn these arrangen1ents l.·:Prc come to 
between the Sugar Board and t1H sugar­
growe::>, it Y as sho\V!l that the aAsianrnents 
\S oro ba:::0d on certain grounds, and <?\TTV 

clain1 is cnnsidered on its merjts. As 1\linistc~r 
1 ha YO ne nor interfered \·;ith the board but 
h'\ n~ listened and gon€~ into rnattcrs '"\vith 
the board, which has impartially dealt \vith 
all applications for assignrucnts.~ 

Another subject I would like to speak 
about is the increase which has taken place 
in the dairying industry in recent years. This 
matter has been dealt with very ably by 
n,ro other n1embors of the Country Partv. 
This is an industr:; well worth fostering, 
and the productwn is greatlv on the increase. 
It is truly wouduful what has bccn done 
ia this industn, and \vhat the farmers thL•m~ 
selves are doing to re clue" th•· cost of 
production. \Vhen I tell hon. members that 
theE ar.e 22,5QO farmers in Queen.land 
engaged m th1s mdustry, and that with their 
f ',lnilies and cn1ployees they arc proYiding 
' oL·k for 38.000 persons. tncv will realise 
its vast in1portancc. Last "'Year \Ve in 
Queensland produced £6 232 5i31 worth of 
butter, n1ost of \vhich tva's e~portcd. That 
rcpre~cnted an increase over the precedino­
,·ear. of o\·er £500,000, which was quite ~ 
considerable 'Uln. This is -where the cost 
of producLion enters into the nroblern in 
thi. industry. In the first plll<~e ,., e ha Ye 
thl·oufbout tlw State a ntunber ot y,_:-nr fine 
fal torics, second to none iu the "\Yorld. ~ Thev 
are 1nanaged by a lot of enthusiastic n1erl, 
who are al ,,:ays conccntratiH:; on reducing 
tlw coot of production bv CYerv sound c•co~ 
non1iu n1eaus, both in ~re~1>ecf of factorv 
methodc the introduction of !he late .. ·t 
rnachinery, con1pulsory pastcurisarion~wijch 
is now practicallv effe~ted in the inllu::'trY­
and 

1 

.e\'Cry n-~thcr ~irnprovPnlent which .can V be 
appued. j_hC'>S) 1nen are cndcavounng by 
these means to manufacture butter at an 
econornic cost. The sa1nc thing is con1n1on 
throughout the State, and cne- has only to 
trnvel tbroug-h the countrY di::-trif:ts to 
realise it. ~ ~ 

Similar steps are being taken to improYe 
tho breed of cattle. \Vo find dairvmen oYerY~ 
v hero aYailil!g thcinselYt"3 of 'herd-testir~P" 
iacilities and the subsidies which the depar~ 
ment offers for the purchase of sires-a 
system inaugurated by the late Government 
and which has been used more in the last 
~welYe months than eve1· before, simply 
bceausc ,~.·o have put fonvard the scheme in 
such a ay that the people concerned know 
how tD take adYantage of it. L:nfortunately, 
hmvev<'r, we ha,·e had to reduce the subsidv 
in each c:1se from £50 to £25 bv reaso;1 
of the fact that the systPm was being availecl 
of to such an extent that ,-,e could sec that 
t ho farm•n· as not getting the fu l1 benefit 
of it, but that it "as most'ly benefiting two 
or three breeders. Vv c also ha n' come to 
the conclusion that £25 is reallv a fair 
arnount to allow, because, if a 1n~u ,,~ishcs 

[Hon. If. P. 1Yalkrr. 

to buv a bull wo1 th £50 or more, the prob­
abiiii; is that he 1s well qblo to afford it 
withouut GoYernmont assistance. 

Here I would like to refer to the illus· 
tration "·e haw• had at the Brisbane Exhibi­
tion during the past week of the valuable 
results of the industry to this State whore 
vve l1ad a greater dairy show tha~ could 
hP _,pen in any other country in the v._,orld. 
Th:lt. is probably a big sL~tf'1nent to 1nuke, 
but I am given to understand by competent 
JUdges that the dairy show hero was the 
biES·gcst to be se-un in any part of tho orlcl. 
That 'peaks well for Queensland and well 
for the indu:-try. MoreoYcr, one had only to 
look at th" quality of the products exhibited 
to sec that it would compare more than 
favourably v;ith that which could be dis­
pbyed by other countries. although thev have 
larger numbers of stock and are longer in 
~he indu~try. In regard to this induP.Lry, 
I vYould like to refer to the way in which 
tLc' Government have endeavoured to a"i't 
it by experiment-! where they have ·been 
necessary. \Ve have for "ears been 
inYcstig.;ting wood taint in ·butter. I 
and the exports of my deparLrncnt thought 
lL \vi so to conduct exhausti v0 oxpcrinl''~'nt~ 
to f'CU \vhethcr the taint was rei'tlly appear­
ing in the lmttcr from the wood of the 
boxe~. and w,~ rnadc an e:xhanstiYe inquiry 
for that purpose ,_,·ith the n~si'3tance of ~lr. 
L.,.hhnann and ~.:Ir. Saxclb). reprl ~2.nting one 
of the asi:Jociations engaged in the industr". 
\Ve tuok that course b2cause I wanted to 
get away fron1 the dcpartrnent ·La a certain 
extent and lmvc an independent inquiry. 
Those geutlln1cn rnadc an exhuu~tive in\ rs~j­
gation, and it. '"as disco Ye red that no wood 
taint appt-ared to an:v extent in buttel' in 
boxt :- made L·c,m Quu:;nsland ti1nhe1'S. \Ve 
have br-f··n suffering for ::ears bcr tuse the:~,~ 
in authority in the old country, rnof'tly 
Con1mon\Y~ alth offircr~. represenf.{'d that 
v ood taint did appear in QucPnsland and 
Xcw Zealand butter. \Ye found that quite 
th,·, contrary Y:as the cacJe>, and that wood 
taint appeared in Southern butter-boxes to 
a greater extent than in boxes made from 
our Queensland hoop and bunya pine, and we 
haYe been .,trongly rccomucrded to go ahead 
and use our own \ivhitc pine for bntter~bo:xc·"; 
as we have been doing in th~ vast. In that 
vray we have dealt \vith one of the thing~ 
with which w·e have had to contr~nd, and 
we have achieved good results for Queen~ 
land. 

Another matter to ,,,·hich I would like 
to rc'er is the top-drf"<sing of pastures in 
our eo a .tal :ueas. \V e have bef''l carrying 
on expr ,'·i1nents to encourag•_' fanners to go 
in for top-dressing their pastures with a view 
to bringing about greater production, and 
consequently reduce the cost of production. 
For example, if we could only get a cow 
to produce 10 lb. more of buttor in a year, 
it weuld mean an annual incrca·c in the 
export of £2,000,000 from Australia. Hon. 
members cr.n see what a wonderful thing 
it ,,·ould be if we could aohicye even that 
result. The same thing applies to the sheep 
iudustry. If we could evolve a type of 
sheep which would grow an additional pound 
of wool. it would mean an additional 
£5,000,000 to the income of Australia. 

I should abo like to refer to the wheat 
industry, which is one of the most important 
primary industries in Queensland. One must 
be convinced on this point after an inspection 
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of the Darling Downs. I have come defi­
nitely to the conclusion that there is a great 
opportunity to lauuch out with a new "·heat 
scheme. A ;chcme has already been entered 
upon, and up to the present it has indeed 
been highly succcs3ful. It is subject to a 
little criticism now and then-nothing seri­
ous-but criticisn1 which mav gcncralh~ Le 
ternH d thcful. QuP(11'3land \vas prochlcing 
approximately 2.COO.OOO bushels of wheat per 
"-innuin and \Vas con'3tuning at tht:." rate of 
6,000,000 bushels p"r annum. \Vith a view 
to greater production, a scheme "·as launchcd 
guaranteeing to the growers 4s. Pf.1 r bushr-] 
.rt <'ountry raiJ-way stations, with the result 
thnt this year the Cl'OP is P:;tirnaterl at 
4,250,000 buslw\s. with evcrv appearance of 
a 6,000,C.JO-bushd crop next" year. In other 
W0l'f

1
S, WO arc going to S('C that C'Yf:'l':V 

Qurcn:Jlandcr \\'ill bo eating bread ruanufac­
tured from Qucenolancl flour._ The mill<'i"s 
agreed to takE"' the \\"heat at certain iignn·. 
which really amount to 1d. per bu>lwl m·,•r 
Darling Harbour r,J tcs. Both sections of 
the industry arc particular!:-· well ple~sed 
with the arrunge1nent. I understand that 
1 he rnillcrs n1:1de a n1istake in taking oypr 
an cnorn1ous quantity of standoyer wheat 
last soe1son, and that they had a particular!, 
bad time owing to the holding up of the 
gristing. Prior to our taking office it \\"8i) 

e'timatod that ap[n·o-:imately 130.000 b!!chcls 
of \vheat could uot be a~countecl fo::.· 011 the 
Downs in the 1927-1923 seasou. and tlw 
Governrnent acted -wisclv in endeavouring: to 
save that !os•) in the· 1927-1928 sea-ori. to 

the COIYJmunit· . This vt'ar t.hr area under 
wheat has been incrc·asocl by 10 per cent. 
and by the con~ rvatiou of llloishnc­
improvPd fnrininr; n-::ethods it is cstinwicd 
that the incrPasu in production \Yill he 25 
per cent. as comt,,rrod \Yith last year. 1 
have come to the conclusion that. 6.c<:!"1.0JO 
bushel' \Yill be obtained under fayourablo 
conditions. 

The cotton inJn•:;trv is a Yf'ry in111ortnnt 
industr.v, hut it is onP' that h:1s bPen laugui"h­
ing and ho.s been the political foothail of 
all parti s for years. La't y<e<tr the GoYel'l\­
ITlC'11t rccognis0d thc1 t guara-ntee n1ust lw 
giYen in order that indu,trv should be 
stimulated. T·hc GoYcrrnnent. h'avo guaran­
teed 5d. per lb. for cotton, with the rr>ult 
that this vcar 10.000 bales of cotton have 
bc(~n produced~t.ruly a great achicvc­
G.~'nt. Th~~re is f:Yt't:V appearance of thP 
output bemg doubled under fayonrable 
conditions. \Vc ha,,e had to contend \Yith 
n1nn~~- things. "-\ ccrt 1.in typ~ of grul). t 1 
corn-ear \Yorrn, tvas re· ponsible ror t1'l' 
de:;truction of the crop in :-:onH· n_rc·-~. 
I have alwa,-s l>elrl the opinion tlw.t. if 
these little dilficultics and obstacles are 
earnestly grappled 'vitl1, they enn lw 
.surmounted, althougl~ \\8 m·ight nor haYf' 

a good crop cYcrv Year. The GoYl'rnrn0nt 
commenced ·b.v proYicling a guarantee of 5d. 
per lb .. and then guarante2d the purchase of 
Hw ginncries n t. a '\Ul11 of approxin1atPly 
£137.000. We then paid £18.000 for imprm·c­
n1ents and C'CJUipnlC.!lt. of t.h0 ginncries so 
ihat ihcv mi£(ht be modernised. One of the 
latc"'t device~ in cotton-~in:uing will bo 
in<talled in Hcckhampton on Friday next. 
'Ihesc thinf!s will giYe hon. members <-ome 
idea of tlF s_vmpathv of the Gm·ernment 
tov;:ards the prin1ary industries of the State. 
The GoH~rnnrcnt haYe one object in Yicw-to 
nssist in production. It ,-\Till b0 readily 
admitted thai.. \Yith able rcprcsentatiyes on 
lhe board "ho are prepared to shonlder 
their te'sponoibilities, there must be efficiency 
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and cconom,·. \Ve uerrnittcd the growers 
to bk<' oYer tlw giunerics twelve months 
e-arlier than was anticipated, resulting in a 
,aving of £25.0l'l to £30,000 on the year's 
work. That is anticipated at the present 
time. So hon. members can see it is a sound 
buRirw~-". 

In order to help the cotton-g-romer to 
increase production we have launched out 
into many exporirnonts. First of all, \Ye have 
an expcrimenLtl farm in the Dawson Valley 
area, as ,, ell as experimental cotton plots 
all over the place. Heccntly, on the sug­
f'Cstion and rccommenda tion of 1\Ir. Wells, 
the cotton expert, supported by the farmers, 
wo introduced twelYe diffc r; nt new nuietios 
of cotton seed. ·we ha Ye to be extremely 
careful in this respect, fat· the simple roawn 
thut we might introduce man:,· of the diseases 
in existence in America to-da v. Even under 
the most stringent conclitio;Js and drastic 
tr·eatrnont that science applies in ger­
minating· seed. we found that it was not 
wise to go any further at the pre ,cnt time. 
The 110w Yarieties of cotton seed which we 
are introducing inside the nf'Xt twelve 
months will be sufficient to experiment with 
oyer the whole of our State to ascert~in 
"'hioh type is th<' most suitable for our 
clinu1tic conditions. 

\Ve have aloo lannchecl out in rcc·ard to 
tob"cco-grO\Ying. Hon. ITIE'Inbers, a11cl n1orc 
particularly the consulting com1nittoc. com­
posed of some of the under ,,ecretarios of 
the -varion.;;l .dl'partments and depart1ncntal 
heads-I ]n·cside oYer the committee "hi eh 
deliberates fl·orn n1onth to nionth-ha,:o giYen 
me great help in the ondtaYour of the 
Government to extend this indnstrv. vVe 
realise the wonde1·ful opportunities th3.t exist 
for this State in regard to tobacco-growing. 
Queensland ap;1ears to be one of the most 
suitable of the States to produce a 
bright flue-cured leaf of good texture 
and of suitable smoking qu~litv. The 
Tobacco Invcetigation Committee -resolved 
to plant plots in n1any arc.1s as far 
north as ~1areeba, covcrh1g an area approxi­
mately of 30,000 square miles. Our operations 
are guided by the Commonwealth com­
mittee, with Hr. Slagg as the director. \Yo 
are not paying for thr se experirnent5, which 
are the rc.mlt of an arrangement bol\Yeen the 
States and the Commonwealth. l\lr. Slagg 
con,iders that Queensland is right out on hn 
own in connection with the growing of a 
tobacco leaf of a suitable quality. Tho 
operations in the indu try in Quer,:·sland 
have been conducted on a Emell scale in the 
past. The r• ason was that the grounc! 
selected was quite unsuitable for the purpose. 
It is not a question now of growing tlw 
f-111e long Jcaf \Yhich -we wero accu~tomcd to 
hear about in the past, but the cultivation 
oi a 10-:tf with a fine aroma and of a 
smoking quality which we all ;,_p)1reciate. 
\Vo have launched out in our inv ,stigatiom 
in a small wa'" on thirty farms. I am par­
ticularly pleased with the results achieved, 
because one of n1i· lif~'s .an1bitions has been 
the clevelopm•·nt of tho policy of opening 
lands for sPl0ction on the old homestead 
conditions, giving the selector the right of 
purchnse at 2s. 6d. per <t.Cre on terms extend­
ing m·er thirty years. The Secretary fat 
Public Lands has inaugurated such a scheme, 
and I trnot that there will be a continuance 
of this policy for many year·; to come. 
Tobacco to-day is selling particularly welL 
Growcro in the Texas di•,trict arc receiving 
near!;, £200 per acre for tl,eir leaf A very 

Hon. If. P. Walk!t.] 
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fine tobacco leaf is being grown at Texas, 
and experts have given the opinion that the 
industrv which has been established there 
can be· successfully extended. It is a long 
\Yay from Texas to Mareeba, but there is 
nothing to prevent the development of the 
industry in the Mareeba district. The leaf 
produced in North Queensland was described 
in evidence given before the Federal parlia­
mentary select committee as the best yet 
produced in the Commonwealth. 

Much has been done in regard to the 
eradication of prickly-pear in Queensland. 
This work wao started by the late Govern­
ment, assisted by the Commonwealth 
Prickly-pear Board, which introduced the 
cactoblastis cactorum grub, which has donG 
such good work and is continuing to do 
such good work to-day. From an Agricul­
tural Department point of >i<'w we haYo to 
find something to produce on land where 
the prickly-pear used to grow, as usel0-s 
grasses-certainly not as ugly as prickly-pear 
though equally as useless-are growing in the 
place of pear. 

This yca·r at Palardo we ha>e carried out 
ten to twelve experiments on blocks of from 
3 to 4 acres each. Grasses and fodder cereals 
have boon g-rown, and the results achieved 
lun·e been truly astounding-. vVhon I tell 
hon. members that in one p.ntch alone tho 
production v"1.s 14 tons p"r acr<', they will 
realise the \YOIH:1crfu1 growth. and will appre­
ciate ho-.v that will rcvolutioniw a di>trict 
from a dairying, cattlP-raising-, or sheep-rais­
ing point of view That can be done for £1 
per acre, which includes ringing, planting. 
and seeding. It is quite a cheap job, and 
well within the roach of any person with 
limited resources. 

Another important industry in Queensl.and 
i' the banana industry, which is worth 
£1.000.0~0 per annum. Action has had to be 
taken to extenninat'e the bananas g-rown in 
back yards in the metropolis and subLu-bs; 
and. althoup;h I am sorrv that it has been 
necessary to take that action, had this 
artion been taken four or five years ago 
th£'re woulrl be no "bunchv top " north of 
Brisbane to-day. As a mUtter of fact, we 
found that a very pron1inrnt person living 
two or three mile•· from Brisbane actualiv 
introduced plants from a " bunchy top " area 
and spread the dis<~aso in Brisbane. At all 
eYents. " bunchy top " is with us, and has to 
be combated. 

Although the ~n·ading and quality of 
bananas have improved, tlwre is still con­
sid?rable room for improyement. The leg-is­
latwn passed last yen r has bc<:'n responsible 
for improved work by gi-dng greater po,ver 
t-1 create quarnntine arPas. It is particularly 
plea ~~ing to knovv th ... , t " bunchy top " has nOt 
c-pread north during the last" twelve months 
for the simple rcacon that we haYe concon: 
tratcd on that area by compelling- owners to 
clean up affected plantations. I tru't that 
\\·:thin thP next four or fivr yc'l.rs the diseaoe 
1\ dl be completelv exterminated from the 
Bri ,,bane arC' a. ~ 

I"ve have also ieaf snot and beetle borer 
with which to ~ontend. . The grower 1nay 
can y Ot!t cxpcnments wtth regard to the 
bertle borer and poisoning ; but what can he 
de, from a scientific point of view? The 
result is that we are up ag-ainst big- probl_oms 
·-firstlv, from a shortage of monev -and 
secondiy. by rcamn of the fact that ,;,~ hav~ 
not the experts available. 

[Hon. JI. F'. TValker. 

vVc have launched out in another pool-the 
barley pool. Over 100,000 bushels of barley 
are bPing produced in Queensland. Instead 
oi getting· their supplies from the South. the 
brewers of Queensland have come to our 
assistance, and are now purchasing- most of 
their requirements locally. 

Soil surycy is another line of activity on 
which we have embarked. That is particu­
larly useful in a country like Queensland, 
where men in the past have gone out into 
the wilderne',s to take pot luck, and would in 
manv cas< s ha Ye failed had it not been for 
rhe- ·wonderful variety of soils on the land 
which they selected. To-day we want a soil 
surveyor. and we cannot get one in Queens­
land. To meet t.ho position we have ha·d to 
send a junior officer to the vVaite Institute 
in South Australia for a course of training 
in soil survey methods, but it will take 
twelve months before that training is com­
pleted. 

Again I sav that the students in our uni­
versitv ohould be trained to do this work. 
W c do not want to take the first man that 
comes along, as he may not be suitable. \Ve 
have not a soil surveyor at the present time, 
although we have a committee appointed. 
We have launched out by sending two sur­
veyors. anr! they are going over an inlnlcnse 
arnount of our western land on "~hirh pear 
bas been destwyed by the c.actoblasris with 
a view to seeing whotber that land can be 
put under 1vheat and so increase our wheat 
pro-duction. 

VY c ha ,.c also carried out expcrinu:~nts in 
regard to n1aizc-gro\Ying. and, 1-vhat is more, 
WQ ar8 fighting the ravages of disease. The 
departn1ent has also carried out experiments 
h regard to tuberculosis, and it is only right 
that I should let the House knO\Y the results 
oF thL ;,~ ex"pet;iments. Firet of all, I should 
liku to point out that we are losing £15.000 
a year through tuberculosis in pigs. That 
enormons loss is passed on to the farmer. 
Previously there was no supervision in regard 
to pig breeding, but nov: the dairy expert 
has a dual position. \Vhen he goes upon a 
farm now, he has the duty of inspecting thB 
piggeries vrith a view to cleaning them up. 
rxperinlents \Vcrc carried out at Yeerong­
pilly with six pig-s. Three of them wore fed 
on pasteurise-cl milk and three were not; and 
the experiment p;-ovocl conclusively that the 
three pigs fed on milk direct from the cow 
wore diseased, while those fed on pasteurised 
milk wore not. That was confirmed by the 
b.ocon factories, as, when the pork was put 
into cold stores and cured, they found the 
germs wcr'• alive two months afterwards. 
>bowing conclusively that cold storage did 
not kill the germs. These arc some of the 
things that the Department of Agriculture 
is doing. We are doing all we possibly can 
to help our industries. 

vVe also h.tve experimental plots in pas­
toral areas in connection with tho gTO\ving· 
of fodder on a small scale, for we recognise 
that the time is not opportune to launch out 
o:1 a big scDtb. No one can sav that in some 
areas where evaporation is not too grc·at we 
cannot grow a certain amount of fodder. At 
any rate. the result will be beneficial. and 
will decide once and for all whether fodder 
can be gro•vn for pastoral purposes. 

At this stage of our national dov<:'lopment 
r cannot strop" too strongly that the well­
being of the Commonwealth is bound up in 
agricultural an·d other rural llUrsuits. The 
only sound way to secure continued increase 
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in production is to improve farming- methods, 
to eliminate the hazards of rural enteronso. 
and to apply the lessons of science to every 
branch of production. It has been said that 
every extra bu,hel of wheat ner acre taken 
from tbc soil is worth £3,000,000 to Aus­
tralia. Everv insect and vegetable post we 
learn txJ cont1:ol saves enormous financial loss. 
AnYone who studies the tcmncrature from 
st.:nthorpc up to North Qt;oensland must 
realise that it will rcauire an enormous fund 
to cope with the Yariou'3 disPascs. Eve11y 
application of new knowledg-e to pctsture and 
soil management and animal husbandry 
means an irnmons·-: an1ount of added \\~calth 
b the country. 

I have endeavoured to ~rive the House come 
idea. of what the Government have been 
doing. Hon. members must admit that we 
lmvc not been alto~rethcr idle, and I am 
pleased to say that during this debat'o there 
has been hardlv anv criticism of the Dcnart­
ment of ,\g-riculturc. vVhile I aooreciab 
that very much. I also recognise that healthy 
crit:icisn{ does .an enorn1ous an1ount of good. 
\Vithout criricism the departme:1t mig-ht b3 
prone to sit back and do nothing·. 

I conchrde by congratu1ating tho mover and 
seconder of the motion for tlwir verv excel-
lent addrcsscs. · 

Mr. BRAXD (Burrurn): I desire to offer 
my cOngratulations to t_ho Secretary f~r 
Agriculture on the pracbcal nature of lns 
remarks on this occasion. He has clearly 

shown that the Government of 
[4 p.m.] Queensland arc doing all that is 

possible in their ondo:wour to put 
the affairs of Queensland on a satisfactory 
footing. I feel that the legislation forecast 
in the Governor's Speech and which will be 
placed on the statuto-book during tho pre­
sent session will be in the interests of the 
people of Queensland and for the better­
ment of Australia. 

\Vc are passing through ver:, serious times. 
We arc told that there is financial depres­
sion, and there is a confcrenc:e sitting at tho 
moment in Melbourne of State and Federal 
Premiers and Treasurers, with Sir Otto 
:-\iemcyer representing the Bank of England. 
\Vhatowr may be the rcmlt of the delibera­
tions of that conference, ono thing certain is 
that the people of Australia mnsL get tho 
country out of the trouble y, e arc in. \Vhat­
eYer GoYcrnments may be in power con­
trolling the destinies of the people they 
should eater for every requirement 'of the 
people so that they can giYe of their best 
in the timo of need. I believe that the 
primary producers in particular will be 
called upon to make greater efforts in pro­
ducing those things which we must have to 
help the country in this time of need. This 
is going to be very hard, because at the 
present moment the prices of all primary 
products which have to be exported ovcrsc"'s 
have fallen. Consequently, when we have 
lo urge primary producen to greater produc­
tion, it is very hard for them when prices 
arc PO low; but I believe the primary pro­
ducers of Queensland will respond to the 
appeal of the Prime Minister and the Pre­
miers of the Ste,tes to produce more so that 
we can balance our budgets and also balance 
our trade overseas.. The position is that 
we have been having an adverse balance 
abroad fm· a number of years of such an 
extent that we are unable to get those loan 
moneys to adjust the trade balance that we 
obtained in days gone by. I find that in 

1921-22 our credit balance abroad was some· 
£51,100,000. In the six years following-
1922-23 to 1928-29-there was an adverse 
balance of trade, including interest payable 
abroad, of something like £264,000,000. 
Therefore, at 30th J uno, 1929, our debit 
balance should have been £212,900,000. But 
during those years Australia borrowed some­
thing like £160,700,000, which left a debit 
balance on 30th June, 1929, of £52,200,000. 
\Vo would have been in a much worse posi­
tion so faT as our debit trading balance was 
concerned had we not been able to borrow 
that money. 'The difficult position we are in 
to-day is ow'ing to the fact that we are not 
able to borrow moneys overseas to balance 
our trading debit. This Government cannot 
be held responsible for what has taken place 
in the government of Queensland in years 
gone by or in connection with the other 
Governments of Australia. 

At 4.4 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN OF Co:vrMITTEES (Mr. Roberts, 
!Cast 1'oo1coomba) relieved the Speaker in 
the chair. 

Mr. BRAND: Yet the criticism offered 
by the Labour Party in this Chamber seems 
to indicate that hon. members opposite are 
of opinion that the Moore Government aro 
wholly responsible for the position. We 
are told by hon. members on the other side 
1hat at this time, when money is so scarce 
we should spend more money in order t~ 
bolp the. people. Let me say at once that 
I believe that we should spend all that it 
is possible for us to spend in aosisting the· 
people of our State, but we cannot spend 
more than we have, and that wo are spend­
ing to the limit is indicated bv the state­
ment in the Address in Reply that last year 
we experienced a very serious debit balance 
in our financing. I think it was the Leader 
of the Opposition who seemed to claim that 
we should spend more money than we are 
spending to-day, urging that a large sum 
had been left by the Labour Government 
for the benefit of this Government and 
that we should have spent it more freely. 

Illr. PEASE: We did not. We said that 
you should spend the amount that Parlia­
ment appropriated. 

Mr. BRAKD : Hon. members opposite 
contended that w·e should spend more money, 
and that they had left a lot of money that 
we could have spent_ We are spending the 
money that we have in the best way pos­
sible. If it is desirable to spend more. 
and if the criticism of the Labour Party 
is worth listening to, why did they not spend 
more than they actually did in the three 
months prior to going out of office at the 
beginning of last year'? We are carrying 
on with the loan money available for the 
benefit of the people, and we are husband­
ing as much of those· resources as it is 
possible for us to do, so that we shdl not 
be left without any supplies of loan funds. 

I said a moment ago that we were facing 
to-day the wretched position, not only of 
being unable to secure loan money overseas 
to help us in the further development of 
our State, but also of finding that the pro­
ducts we sell overseas are fetching prices 
much lower than last year and the years 
before. These together are making the 
position very difficult for us. I think it was 
the Labour Premier of Western Australia, 
Sir Robert Collier, who some eighteen 

JVlr. Brand.] 
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months ago at a Premiers' Conference indi­
cated what would happen if a serious fail 
in the prices of exportable products of ~\us­
tralia took place. At the conference held 
in Canberra in May, 1929, he said-

" "\Vo find to-day that bec"nso of our 
n,latively high cost of production we 
are unable to compete with the other 
countries of the world. I Yenture to 
sa v that, if we had a severe drop in 
the prices of our staple produce. such as 
wool and wheat, associated with a bad 
season or t\1 o, Austrrdia would be faceo 
with the greatest crisis in its history. 
The co;t of production must undoubtedly 
be reduced." 

That is the position we ha'"'' reached to-dav. 
To n1y rnind it is unfortunate, because l 
do not like to soc prices coining do"~n. I 
believe that, if it is possible for us so to do. 
we should enjoy high price'-. That is bette1 
for the people if it is possible; but we are 
unfortunately faced with the fact that the 
prices of our cornmoditic"' have co1nc dovvn. 
The Governments throughout Australia 
should be very careful to sec that at the 
same timo tho purchasing· power of the 
people is not reduced. I bclim-~ that we 
should strain eYery effort to maintain the 
purchasing power of our pcoplP, but I 
believe that no State GoYernrnent is able 
to achieve that re.,ult, and that it lies solely 
with the Federal Gm-ornment who control 
the Cu,toms duties. The duties imposed on 
products earning j nto this country ha v0 a 
great bearing on the cost of Jiving. and the 
great mass of the people, 1N1m work for 
wages, undoubtedly ha Ye a vital interest 
in the cost of living. They desire that that 
cost of li ,·ing "hould b~ in proportion to the 
v::agt':'' they rcP~i-.;.-c, and so, not only as a 
GoYernnwnt but also as rcpresentf1tivos of the 
pcop1o living in rnral arcns ,,1 '0 desire to sec 
that the purchasing pnwer of money shall 
not be seriously rodured, be; auso that would 
affect the prices which wo would receive 
for our comn~<Jditics. 

1\'Ir. PEASE: 1~ tlwt why the GoYernn1cnt 
su ,ly:-nded thu rural ·workers' a •sard ·: 

J\Ir. Bl\AND: TllD GoYernmcnt took 
action iu conforn1itv IYith their pro-election 
ple<:ge, and they ·were snpportod whnlo­
heartcdh by the people in rural m·ca..;. The 
Deputy 'Loader of tho Opposition rrpprars 
to bbour under the dolw;ion that bee wse 
that avyard \Vas 8uspcl1L1cd \Vages were 
reince<l. Ilo ,l.pj1oars to think that the only 
wage that can bo paid to-day is a wage 
awarded bv t,he Industrial Court. There is 
n very scfions division of opinion on the 
matter, particularly among tho<o who follow 
the hon. member in politics. 

]\.Jr. PE \SE: You cannot .-.,poet the same 
r1ricc for sugar if yDu dernand a reduction 
in \Yages. 

:Mr. BH~\ND : 'The purchasing pov. er of 
the connnunity should be maintained, alJd 
no Govcrn1ncnt is doing more to n1aintain 
the purchasing po,vcr of the community 
than is the Moore Govormnent. Reduction 
of Wd-g·cs is not a matter f"'Dn{ined to J\'ationul­
ist Governments or to Labour Govcrnnu:mt ... 
\Ye hwc in power in Australia. to-day both 
:'\ationalist and Labour Governrnents, and 
in ali Labour-governed Stato.o it has been 
found necessary to reduce the wages of the 
workers. Unfortunately, the action is ne•ces­
sary in view of the present financial position 

[Jir. Brancl. 

of Au6tralia. as a whole. The financial 
th~pres·ion is seriously affecting us indus­
tnally, and is haYing a direct effect upon 
the ;vorkcr, upon the primary producer, upon 
~he busineQs rnan-1n fact, upon every person 
m the community, I y,-ould remind ho'l. 
members opposite, when they endoav0ur­
as. t~ey have. done during this debate-to 
cnhc1~e. the 1\;loorc Govcrnrnnnt for reduc}ng 
the basw wage and other wagee, that thrir 
own. GovernmentB in other parts of Aus­
traha. have done exact!::- the Fame thing "' 
nyces',.Iiy arose, and as hou. l11Cinbers oppo­
''te d1d when they were in power. It is not 
a que,,tion of Gm,>rnnh·nls but is dol1nitelv 
'' matter of f'Conomic laZ,. The Feder,;l 
:1asic vvage, as detern1inccl by a Federal 
t'_ourt, subject to adininif,tration bv the 
Federal Lnbour Govcrnrnent, ha.s bcc1~ fixed 
nt £3 E<. per v, eck for Queensland, whilst 
the basw wage declared by onr Industrial 
Court is £4 a v.'Pck, indicating that sine,_' 
our Governrnent carr1e into power there ha~ 
heen a reduction in the Federal basic wage 
of 7s. per week but a reduction of only 5s. 
per week in the basic wa.ge awarded by the 
State Industrial Court. In the pa t we 
cndea vourcd to provide for the workers a 
high strrndard of living, with the result that 
an cnorrnous llUinlwr of \vorkcrs are unable 
to secure employment. I am sure that all 
Queensland will congratulate the preBent 
Secretary for Labour and Industn- for hi~ 
pain::::aking and s2-mpathetic endC'a your to 
deal with this unfortunate problem by th0 
mtroclnotwn of a relief scheme which ha' 
enabled a Yery large number of people who 
h1t!wrto were unable to secure work to 
obtain some of the necessaries of life. The 
unemploy0el workers should haYe our f!rot 
consideration, a.nd should be provided with 
cnfficiont work to enable them to eecurc some 
of the. nec?s;arics of life. The um'mploy­
ment s1tuatwn has become such a vital qnes­
twn that all Governments have been <:om­
pellcd to seek new avenues of emplovment 
for those 'vho are unemployed; and 'r an1 
pk~sed that the Minister in charge oF th<· 
relief scheme in Queensl,nd pl'O[lOses to 
L1td1sc the money available upon work of n 
rcprodr.ctive character. That will poe ·iblv 
he 1p to settle those out of work in pel~­
manent positions. 

\Ye \Yant a more vigorous land settlement 
policy. I recognise that the man on the 
]p nd to-clay is faced with the problems of 
OYer-production and of glutted markets; 
consequently. the prices that he will rccoiv0. 
for his product will be smaller. Some will 
sa:' that we should not settle more people 
on the land at a time when there is an over­
production of rural commodities; but I do 
not kno\\ of anv other place where we can 
settle our people except by putting them on 
the land. Producers have invariably to face 
the problem of reduced market prices over­
s,·,as; but the time will come when oversea 
prices will be better than th<''·' are to-da v. 
The \Yorld's market prices ar~ mainly the 
rc,ult of a residual mrrrket, becausL the 
prices received arc the prices of commodities 
which haYe been dumped from every country. 
'.Ye cannot build up our industries on tho 
basif' of prices received overseas for our 
nrodurts; but we should have a vigorous 
land "cttlement scheme, as indicated by the 
Sccrr•tary for Agriculture, for the cleYolop­
mmt of new indn"trics which will place tho 
producer m a much better position than 
many arc m to-day. 
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The SpeEch of His E~cellency indicated a 
more active land settlement policy, parti­
culMly with respect to those lands which 
were previously infested with prickly-pear. 
I was particularly interested in the speech 
of the Secretary for Agriculture. for he 
dwelt on the fact that, if increased produc­
tion V\ t~s dcsirrd, it \Vas necessary for pro­
rlucors to make a more liberal use of ferti­
lisers. There is no quicker \vay of incrcasiw~ 
production than by the scientific use of ferti­
lisers. ThG Government might \Yell adopt the 
policy of ~cvi." Zealand and other countric;,; 
by conveying fertilisers consigned to pro­
ducers free of cc,,t ovC'r our raihYays. That 
might possibly as"i,,t the past n·alist to treat 
his land with fortiliecr. To-,1av it is almost 
impoesiblc for the agricultur-ist to apply 
lime t J his land b< ,o<tuse of tho exorbitant 
eo~+ of ct1rrlage. If the GoYcrnn1ent cannot 
concede the free tt·ansport of fertilisers, they 
might do so in respect of lime. Lime can 
be a great help to the producer. There are 
other directions in ,,hich help can be extended 
t0 srnnro greater production. One of these 
directions is the me'<ns of tr11nsport both as 
rco-ards l'rtihYavs and main rends. The 
Sr~1·ctarv for lf tih,~a vs is an·,_1ou-s to encour­
ag·c devolofimcut by t'he eonstruction of main 
roa:ls acd..ing p:;< f::-cdPrs from the rarlways rn 
tliose centres v here it is possible to devdop 
prinnry procluctiou. This policY will meet 
with the approval of settlers tar removed 
from our raihn1ys, a!' it vv-ill enable thern ~o 
connect v·ith the raihvavs and convey therr 
produce to nut.rkct rnore~ C'~onon1ically. This 
is a m·:.tter of great interest to those liYillg 
in rural areas. 

The Se< rotary for A"riculture dealt extcn­
:;;i·;ely \Yith the fUg&r question. At tbis ~tag.o 
when the F0deral Government havo Illf:ti­

tutcd an inquir.' into the industry. it is only 
right that hon. n1e1nbcrs address1n~ tlFm­
'clvcs to the sup:ar ir:dustry should state the 
fact~, clearlv and fairly. \Vc have no ti1ne 
in the ind:U:>try for any person \Vho oYer­
states the facts in rco:ard to it. \Ve arc 
dnsirous that the public should know eycry­
thing- about the industry, and know the facts 
as they realiy exist. 

The Secretary for Agriculture quoted facts 
and figures this afternoon to show the wonder­
ful progre., made by 'the industry, particn­
larh- in th<· past year. His Excellency's 
Spec ·h points out that 503,000 tons of raw 
sugar \Ycrc nwnufadurcd in Queensland last 
season, that exports totdled 197,000 tom. 
and that the average return to the pro­
ducer for the total output was £20 5s. lOd. 
per ton compared with £20 17,,_ lld. for th·: 
previous season. If the figures arc analysec1 

it will be found that for the past few years 
the SUf.\ar producers of Queensland June been 
receiving 33! per cent. less price than that 
obtained in forn1er ycars. Corn11arl'd 'jth 
the year previous to the one just closed, the 
average price of raw sugar was 12s. ld. 
le ·S during the past year. 

The value of th0 sugar industry is all­
itllj)ortant, and, in view of thnt, I \Yas both 
ollrprised and disappointPd at iht' C)ll ''eh 
made by the reprcsontntin' in thi' Parlia­
ment of f'uch an important constitut·ncy as 
Cairn''· During n1y ten year~· a::-"'o,;i ,tiun 
"ith th1s Chamber, in \Yh1ch th0 su~..;d.r 
indlhtry has had its ups I ne .-c•r 
lx'forc hra rd critirisn1 of tbo ·· of the 
Gon;rnrncnt to·warcls tho sugar inch~ The 
sp('l-:h of the hun. Incrnbr'r for Cn!rn~ can 
f:.f•rvo no n.:;0ful purpos0 in conD<'---~ ion with 
tlw ~ugar indlistry. It is not the slic.htest 

nse any hon. member of the Labour Party 
endeavouring to manufacture " statement 
and attaching- it to the Premier of this 
State. That sort of thing will get us 
nowhere. 

Mr. DASH : Thi> party did mm·e for the 
sugar industry than ever you thought of. 

l\Ir. BRAND: \\"e are getting a sample 
of that in what Mr. Scullin intends to do. 

:vir. PoLI,OCK: How do ·.ou know what he 
is going to do? ~ 

Mr. BRA~D: \Vo would like to know 
ec hat he intends to do. 

~.Ir. \Y. FoRGAN SMITH: Do you \\ant to 
nwko a political question of the embargo? 

:\Ir. BRAKD: I am not making it a 
political question, althoug-h the Leader of 
th0 Opposition is tryiEg to draw n1e into a. 
political controversy. 

Statements made by hon. members in this 
IIousc endeavouring to irnpute w1ong 
motives to the Premier of this State in the 
control of the sugar industry arc not doing· 
any service to the sugar industry, to thEo 
St.lt <, or to the ComrnomH.1lth. The Pre­
mier has done everything possible to safe­
guard the sugar indu·-try of Queensland. It 
1'-l son1e years sine,~ a Prmnier felt in1pelled 
to 1< ,we Queensland ior the South to intor­
VlCW the Prin1e l\linister· of the ColTililOn­

,.,-calth on the sugar qur .;bon; yet on 1 his 
occttsion the Premier felt that tho position 
Y\as so important that he should journey to 
Ce.nborra to help the sugar interests in their 
de,_ ire to secure a contintulnce of the sugar 
c•rnbargo and a stabilisrrtion of the sugar 
agreerru~nt as it exists to-clay. 

J\Ir. DASH: \Vhv don't vou give cr<<\it to 
the 1vorko1·s' reprrsentatiYe for a:oing do\Yn 
South? 

1\fr. BRA~D: I an1 not' condernninrr the 
worker\; I an1 congTatulating the Premi('l' of 
this State for doing something to assist the 
sugar indu;::tr:-;·. Tho hon. 1nernbcr for Cairns 
\Vou1d haYc us helicYe that the Pn'nli~r i_, 
not assi··ting th._· sugar industry of this State. 
That hon. member, when speaking the other 
day, mado the rather peculiar statement that. 
if the working peonle of Queensland are not 
going to gLt a fair share of the prosperity 
o£ the sug-ar industry, then they might as 
well join h-n!cl'' with tho pc';ple in tiw Sollth 
<>nd ask that the ernbarc:o be lifted. That is 
a rnost pef'uliar staten1ent', because. even on 
the authoritv of the Leader of the Opposition 
in this State and of other Labour members, 
it has alwo-,-c, been admitted that the worker 
got's a fair·' sharo out of thf' '"uu-ar industry 
i 1l Quer~n·l:~nd) nnd he is getting it to-day. 
Out of a gross Yalue of £10.02·0,000 tlw 
worker gd_s 60 per cent. ; therefore ho is 
getting his fair sh lrC out of the inductrv. 
Tbe Australian \VDrkPrs' U ninn take-;;; un 
quit-e a different attitucle from that taken UD 

bv the hon. lllCJnber for Cairns. and it i<; 
gh.-ing its 1 •. ;hol£'hcarted ,v-.sist::tnC8 to the 
sugar industry'. All tho~e intcrt'stcd in the 
sn~ar indu •tr_v in Cuecn~land, \YhPther thcT,­
an~ \YOrkcrs. fJ_rr::H'rs. 1n·il1crs. or rcfir;crs. are 
clc1irous of a COlJtinuancG of the C"Jnditions 
operating- at J.-l':scut; and we arc <111 anxinu~ 
to z1o ., hat we can to brinsr about that 
con6nnan··e. 

A great deal has b, "'ll s~ id n bout tlw 
foreign clc-1nent in th(' fUgar industry. The 
S ~crctary fer Agriculture state-d d, Gnitclv 
thi3 afternoon that he had tokr·n out 

JJ1r. Bt·ancl.] 
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exhaustive Ggur•·~, and he had found that the 
foreign clernont in the sugar industry was 
Dnly 8 per cer!.t. of those engaged in the indus~ 
try. On those figures no one will be able to 
say that tho sugar indu~try is being ovorru:1 
\Vith a foreign clement. That is 'Dlncthing 
which is a~~itating the minds of the people 
in the South to-day. It is a grerrt mistake 
for Aqst'ralians or O\'C::-1 Ou{~ens~undQrs. in 
debating the qtw:>tion of '' continuance of the 
sugar mabargo, to refer to the question o£ 
the foroiy,n clemcLt. \Ve should consider the 
industry froin 1t value as a gTeat Au t1·alian 
industry, whi-:h is developing tho ~Jcaboard 
jungl£ ::i of Northr 1'll Au~:;ralia ;,nd cst:;hLsh­
ing a white population th·T•' \Yhich will be a 
safeg-uard to national dr fcnc :. That is the 
position h·orn which \VC s:hculd conskler tho 
industry, aL 1, j£ considen'd fro·:l that point 

·of view, tho sug·ar lndusiTy shonld receive 
every possible as~istance frorn tho Legisla­
hucs o-f Australia. Over a neriod of five 
years ~ve ha vo b0en exporting ~omcthing like 
£2.000,000 worth of sugar from thi'. ccountry 
<Ind the total nt!ue of sugar produced in that 
period has been in tiP uoiu:hbourhood of 
£11.000,000. It is a gn~t industry. It has 
settled something like 8.000 people oa sugar 
farms throughout the State, and something 
like 28,000 people are working directly in the 
industry, while the industrv gives ·indirect 
~upport to a mudr greater numb8r of people. 

It has been estimated by one 
[4.30 p.m.] authority that direct!v and indi-

nctly it supports 100,000 pcon]p, 
An in·dEstry whlrh is doing that is dding 
wondcrfull;.r well. Thero is an area of some­
thing lik8 300,000 acres tFtdcr sugar-cane. I 
do not know what would happen to North 

·Queensla•1d if it was without this industry. 
At 4.31 p.m., 

The SPEAXER resumed tho chair. 

Mr. BRAND: It has been stated by some 
people in the South that the sugar industrv 
is reaping largo profits at the expense of 
the Australian consumer. If that were true 
there might be some need for an investi: 
\(atmg committee to inquire into the sugar 
:ndustry, but . there is no section engaged 
m the _s~gar mdustry of Queensland which 
IS rece1vmg more than a decent standard 
o.f living. The sugar-worker is receiving a 
httle better than the basic wage and no 
one can complain that he receives ~ore than 
he should get. Sugar-cane work is very diffi­
cult and laborious, and the men engaged 
in it are entitle? to a fair wage, and the 
wage they get 1s not more than what is 
paid in other primary industries particu­
larly those which ha\'e a harvestir{g period. 
The grow 0rs in the industry receive an 
avera!'\e of 38s. 6d, per ton for their cane, 
and 1t costs them 35s. a ton to produce 
it. Those figures are taken from the records 

-of. the farmers themselves. The raw silg·"r­
mlller, who manufactures the sugar-cane into 
raw sugar, pays interest on the cost of his 
mill, running, perhaps, into £500,000, and in 
the case of the Tully mill it is at least 
£700.000; but he is able to do that in 
addition to paying the cost of treatment f~r a 
lesser amount than the wholesaler and the 
grocer receive for distributing the sugar. 
The refiner in the industry is refininO' sugar 
for the Australian people for 4s. ~heaper 
than is being done in America, and 10s. 
cheaper than in Great Britain notwith­
standing the fact that our costs i,{ Australia 
are higher than in either of those countries. 
'The sugar industry in all its phases is 

[Mr. Brand. 

working as economically as possible, and 
tho;.c engaged are entitled to the sympathy 
of tho Australian consumer, particularly 
when they are not asking the Australian 
p€'oplc to pay an excessive arnount for sugar. 

The people who are urging that the price 
of sugar should be reduc.;d are principally 
confined to the manufacturer using sugar, 
the consumer, and tho fruitgrower. The 
~ugar industry is supplying sugar to tho 
rnanufacturer for the products \Yhich he 
exports nt £11 ls. 9d. for \\·hite refined 
sugar. Ho is getting a reb do on all sugars 
cxrJortcd in his manufactured product OYer­

seas of £25 10s. per ton. In addition to 
that, if it goes to Great Britain, ho further 
benefits in regard to the sugar contents of 
the product to the extent of £4 5'. per ton. 
Therefore, the rnanufactu rcr using sugar for 
exportable Australian products and recciv­
inrr his sugar at the •\.ustralian equivalent 
of" the world's parity is :;-etting SLlgar at. a 
price vvhich he has no reason to eomplan1 
about. During the fifty-nine m,ctings of 
the hoard which has fixed the price, and on 
which the manufacturer is represented, there 
have only been two occasions on which 
there has been a disagreement ; there has 
been unanimity on [;fty-seven occasions .. In 
my opinion, the manufacturer has v.ery httle 
cause to grumble at the price he IS paymg 
for his sugar. Every comment I can find by 
·way of public utterancts in the South indi­
cate, th,,t the people who arc opposed to the 
sugar embargo and the agreement arc very 
fow indeed. 

The householder is anxious to get his 
foodstuffs as cheaply as possible; but, wh~n 
we take into consideration the fact that m 
Australia we have deYeloped this indusj;.;-y 
under white-labour cond\.tions-which has 
not been done am'where else in the world­
a.nd that we have in addition been able to 
sell our sugar very li ttlo clearer than in 
other white countries of the world-we arc 
justified in saying t._hat we haye done our 
share towards estabhshmg the mdustry and 
making ourselves self-supporting in reepect 
of this product. I notice that in ot-her 
countries, such as Czecho-Slovakia, Ger­
many, and Fra.nce, where they produce beet 
sugar, tho duty on w.hite su!Jar range~ up 
to £20 15s. per ton, whereas 111 Australlo. 1t 
is something like £9 6s. 8d. per ton .. We 
claim that on this occasion we are entitled 
to demand consideration from the Federal 
Government. Unfortunately, the committee 
which has been a,ppointed to invc,tigate the 
indmtry at this time consists of a number 
of representatives of factional intereste. I 
think it was in 1912 that the Fi~hcr Clovern­
ment appointed a commission, presided over 
bv Mr. Justice Gordon, of South Australia. 
T·hat commission presented a comprehensive 
report on t.he industry, and since that time 
we have had two further investigations. 
Now we a.re to have a third ; yet this is the 
only body of inquiry on which the sugar 
interests of Queensland have not had ade­
quate representation. It seems that the 
manufacturer, the consumer, and the fruit­
grower possess greater influence with the 
present Com'rnonwealth Government than 
do the sugar-growers of Queensland. That 
is unfortunate. It is a great pity that any 
committee of inquiry, consisting of factional 
interests, should be authorised to determine 
whether a great national industry such a.s 
the sugar industry should rec8ivc bcnepts 
from the Commonwealth, especially when, 
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without any such inYciltigation, the Federal 
Government have rec0ntly given greater pro­
tection to rnan,v ma.nufacturing industries 
than is enjoyed by the sugar industry. 
Sufficient data arc available in the reports 
of the inquiries already mudo to enable any­
body to come to a conclusion as to the case 
for the sugar indno;;try, v,-ithout bringing 
into beiug such a committee a..' is about to 
comn1encc its y,-orlc Any of the n1en who 
have been chosen could sit dmYn, and, 
without n1aking anv inquiry whatever into 
the indu .tr\~ in tho centres whc1'0 it is 
carried on 'in the North, make a report 
as to what "hould bn done in the LJattor. 
He would have all the facto be foro him; 
there is no need whatever to co1nmenc;~ 
another in<}uiry on lst Sept<·mber. All I 
can sa.y is that the sugar indush·y is not 
afraid of any inquiry. proYidcd that it gets 
an impartial hearing and the report is made 
impartially. Unfortunate]·,·, hoY- cYcr, l say 
again, tho represenbtion of frctional interests 
on the conunittec i~S not likely to be in the 
be't interests of the sugar incluFtry of 
QuePnsland. 

So far as the future of Qneensland gener­
ally and our industrial life in l,adicular is 
concerned, I believe that the go,~Pl'lllncn~ of 
t,,lis cou11try is in safe hauds. I arn very 
pleased to know that every member of the 
Government is n.nxious to do l1i~ vcrv best 
towards helping the pcorJo of om- 'State. 
I believe that in their fiLt Jiftcen months 
of office the Cabinet have shown themselves 
~apablo of grappling with the problel.\ls 
which confront Australia to-dac·: and I feel 
that in the coming year and the YL'ars which 
follow the Government on this side of the 
House will do well by the people of Queens­
land, and that this State will emerge from 
the difficulties that face us, Jlnanci diy and 
industrially, better than any other Ste>te in 
the Commonwealth. To-day we haYe honest 
representation by men who are anxious to 
give of their best and to do their bit for 
the welfare of Que em land a.s a whole. 

Mr. G. P. BAR?\ES (Warwick): Dming 
the very interesting and very jnfofnL~tive 
speech delivered by the Secretary for Agricul­
ture, I was distinctly pleased to hear him 
make reference to the very excellent senice 
rendered to the State nnd to the Empire 
bv His Excellency the Governor. Although 
>ve have been favoured in the years that 
have been by representatives from abroad, 
I think I am safe in saying that neyer in all 
our history has a man more acceptable to the 
people been found than the gentleman who 
at present is the occupant of the vcrv high 
office of Governor of this State. • 

I am glad to be able to congratulate the 
mover and seconder of this motion on their 
very able efforts in connection with the 
moving of the Address in Reply ; but I 
regret that our friends on the Opposition 
side, with one or two exceptions, have not 
attempted to rise to the occasion which con­
fronts this State and the whole of the Com­
monwc·dth at tho present time. Xcvcr haYe 
an Opposition failed to the extent that the pre­
sent Opposition have failed in the present­
ment of their realisation of the conditions 
that obtain throughout the whole of the land. 
By just bare references here and there by 
several hon. members opposite whom I can 
name, and by odd sentenceo, there is little 
indication or some vague evidence that they 
do realise that we are in th0 greatest straits 
we have ever been in as a State and as a 

country. Surely at a time like this there 
should be a general effort on the part of 
everyone to help the country in a given 
direction out of the throes in which it finds 
itself to-day. Dettor things were expected 
horn the Loader of the Opposition. He dtd 
give \vay here a11d there, and he did indi­
cate a bigger sense of rcspor..:Jibility; but, 
on the wh~lo, his arguments and his state­
ments were quite below what might have been 
expected, and <}Uite beiow that which fre­
<}llCntly falls from his lips. After antago­
nistic references to the Loan Council to a 
degree in connection with loan 1noneys at 
tho last moment, he did evidence the realim­
tion that even his Government had been 
'oized ·n·ith a ccense of the responsibilities, 
and that, when ho attended a conference in 
the South, he had b0on seized with a "ense 
of the rc-~ponsibilihes where it v;as realised 
that the brake should bo placed upon expen­
diture, etc. Yet the general lino of argu 
mont adopted by the hon. gentleman a,. in 
condemnation of tho Govcrnn1ent becaus0 
they had not followed the jazz of expendi­
ture that had operated for many Y'"ars during 
the term of office of his own GoYornment. 
I-Ie rose to the occasion n1mncntarily ·when 
he spoke in terms like these-

. " The difficulty of obtaining loun funds 
111 future 'vas also forc~~een at that con~ 
fcrence. ~urther, it was generally agreed 
that, havmg regard to Australia's in­
debtedness in all aspects and the hoav, 
I~t·_Tr3t burden on the veople) all the 
Go,·ernmcnts of Australia c·hould endea­
vour to curtail public cxpcndituye and 
~o fn.r as 'vas hurnanly possible, donfin~ 
~t to avenues of activitv which would 
mcroaso the Llpacity of the State to 
me~et its obligations and to extend its 
wealth production. Queensland "',18 thu 
only State that carried out that under­
standing. During the last four YC'ars -uf 
the Labour Ministry appro~imatl'i\' 
£1,000,000 less was spent than was pr~­
vided for in the Budget." 

No one can. find fault with that statement; 
but comparmg that particular sentence with 
the general arguments of the hon. gentleman 
makes us won?er where we really are. It was 
also the case m another direction. \Vhen the 
Income (l!nernployment Relief) Tax Bill was 
before th1s HouSl', the hon. member decried 
helpmg men out of work to the tune of 
£2 10s. or £3 a week as the case ma v be · 
but, notwithstanding tho argument ad'opted 
by . h?n. members opposite from the 
begummg to the end of the discussion the 
L0ader of the Opposition came down 'with 
this most significant amendment-

" After line 54, page 18, ipsert the 
followmg new clause to follow clause 
34:- , 

' In the month of August or as soon 
after as mav be convenient in each 
year, the _iiiinister shall cause a report 
to b'! lmd ~efore Parliament giYing 
full mformatlon as to all operations 
~nd proceedings under this Act, includ­
mg the tax collected thereunder dur­
ing the last preceding financial year.' " 

And he ac!ded-
" It is quite obvious that this Dill will 

be continue-d for more than a year. It 
would be a good thing for all concerned 
if the necessity for it disappeared within 
a year; but he would be a super­
optimist who believed that that would 
happen, particularly with the present 
Government in power." 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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Yet the whole argument from hon. members 
opposite was absolutely contrary to these 
expre::sed sentiments ! Thoro is absolute 
evidence that this relief measure was one of 
the finc<:t things that could ha vc been done 
under the oxisling circurnstanccs. 

:Ylr. \V. FoR•'-'~ S>nTII: Is your Govern­
rrwnt not going to reduce the incmno tax 
exemption f 

:'vir. G. P. BARNES: I hope that they 
may be able to do so; but the disclosure:; 
made during the last twelve monthc, parti­
cularly in the last few months, go to show 
that it will be extreme]}- difficult to r· duce 
taxation, 

Mr. KIRWAN: You dicl not say that during 
the election. 

:\Ir. G. P. B.\R:'\ES: The hon. member 
for Brisbane kno\Ys vc-rv 'vell that condi:ions 
to-da2 are very differ'cnt from what they 
were fourteen or fifteen rnonth::, ago. This 
Government arc cluugcd with a very severe 
task in coping with u:isting condition••, 
The hem, member refened to the conditions 
existing in 1901-2, but they could not bo com­
pared with the conditions existing to-day. 
We kno··' that tho conditions which existed 
in 1901-2 >>ere mainlv the result of the 
rcactio11 caused by the. Ls,; to the States of 
Custorns revenue and tlv•ir having to adjust 
thcm~,Blv0s to nc'v co11Jitions then confront­
ing thun. There is no po,sible comparison 
between the tv, o pericds. ?\ eYcr before in 
our history, so far as I can retnembcr, was 
our credit a~sailed as it is to-day. Never 
before was credit refused to ns. \Ve were 
always able to borrow in the old land when 
we dL ~ired to en1bark on public 'vorks or to 
convert otH loans. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: \Yhere ic tlw confidence 
which vou stated would be rcstorecl if vour 
p<1rty ,;-ere returned to oflice? " 

i'Y1r. G. P. B.-\RXES: The bug-bear of 
success of the coufcrencc of Pre1niers no-,· 
being held in 1\Ielbournc is the representa­
tion of Labour. The Prime Minister. :\1r. 
Scullin, is the ono man i·esponsible for 
holding back the cnd0avour that is being 
made to evolve a scheme ,,-hereby the Slat, • 
can cmerc;c from their present dillicnltics. 
At an:v raic, th0 evidence seen1s to be in 
that direction, and it would appear that Mr. 
Scnllin will have to come clown from his 
platform. 

The task confronting the Queensland 
Governincnt. is no P.usy one. as tho Oppo::,ltion 
\YQ11 kno\v. Sur,~1y at a tirnc like this, even 
though rr1cn arr in oppo~,ition, the·:· \\otdd 
do smne good if they \Yould put Ion,'. nrd 
son1c constructive thought to F.·~sist in a 
return to normal conditions. It would be an 
insult to hon. nienlbt'r·, 011posito to say that 
thev fail to reaJi~e thn conditions that c ~ist 
to-cla". Thc>v c~nnoc h~ obli.-ious to the 
truth: which is so p .. ]pable; ~hercfore, >Yot!ld 
it not bo >Yell for them t J C<)mc fonyard and 
lend a hand i~1 the dirr:c:ion in ~,~d1ich it is 
wan~cd? 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Onr complaint is thrrt your 
party did not realise the position before the 
last election. 

?;-Ir. f'. P. B"~H:'\EE~: I am fr .id cm 
partv did ncA' realise the legaev that had been 
left oy the preceding Govennlh nt. 

:\Ir. Km-,dx: A lc,.an of £5,0rr,008 d 
loan money! 

1\1r. G. P. R\RKES: That 'Yil.S YC!"-' grJ!'­
fully receiv-ed, and, very C'arcfulJy prc:~·.crycd. 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

I think it was the hon. member for Grcgory 
who put the position in this wav: "Do you 
r<'alise tho position to which vonr Govern­
ment have brought the work2rs ?" I would 
point' out, howe.-er, that the workers realised 
the position, or the Oppc-;ition wonlcl not be 
"here the:: are to-day. A very pertinent 
q nest :on to ask to-·day is : " After fifteen years 
of n1anagcrncnt by Labour''---

:\lr. KIR\'- \X: Queensland will bo the first 
State to turn the corner. 

:\1r. G. P. BARNES: That is because it is 
prirnary-prodncing conntry, and for !10 

other rNL5on. Do hon. nF'tnbcrs onposrto 
realise '\\hat flftcf:.-n _years of n11.na:~ernent by 
Labour has done? \Ye need not have been 
irt arn trouhlo if 'YO had not indulged in a 
v. llcl Drgy of expenditurc-_-a r;osltion which 
obtniucd throughout the Cr mmo11wealth, I 
ha' r2 freaucnt~-. heard rncmbcrs of th1 Labour 
Party sa~y tha't th0 loan expi_,nrlitur sho~.ld 
JIC' ci' exceed £2,000.GJO per annum; anct I 
l'Cnlcntbcr :1lr. Th, c'dore st .tin~r di, ~inctlv on 
one oc-..:a~ion that expenditure r.<ihvays 
should be 111·'~ out' of rcYcnuo Yet 
in actual practice the L tbour Governrncnts 
f.loublcd th•2 national debt. 

}Ir. POLLOCY: The reason vou are not 
spending- UlODC'Y is bc:c (.U~D you can ~1ot gnt it. 

1\Ir. G. P. BAENES: The h .k before the 
pre·~cnt GoYcrnn1ent is a \'C~'Y arduous o:r:e. 
All mu .. t help. The e"pend1tm·G per cap1ta 
went up from £10 12e .. 9d. to £18 Se. 9d. 
under th0 Labour G overmne11 , Then tho 
Labour GoYernint·!"lt \V ere lavish in some 
directions in departn12nt 1 E'"--Pt~nditure. In 
1915 the departmental expenditure was £7 Ss. 
10,, per head of the popuL tion; by 1928-29 
ihc Labour Go.-enJmcDt h d iucreasecl it to 
£12 2s. 2d. per head. Th,tt is what· we have 
inL·~rited. 

Then take the i'Cneral ex]1cnclitur·'. which 
c;g·ain shows tho laYishness with \vhich the 
Labour Govt;rnn1C1Jt c:-trried on the affairs of 
the countrY. In round figures the general 
expenditure in 1915 "as £7.200.000; in 1929 
ic !.ad increased to £17.000.000: and that 
expenditure h.. cl ro be defrayed largely from 
taxatiou. That al~o is surncthing- we 
inho,·ited. 

:Now let us take the railwav~ whirh arc 
our troubl to-day. They are~~' big charg-e 
upon our 1 •>rnue. }n 1914-15 it took onlv 
£2.401 679 to kN'!J tho raihmys going; in 
1929 it took £6,20~,801. That need not have 
bPcn referred to if there had bl~en increased 
production; but tho trouble is that under 
thn administration of tho Labour Gmccrnment 
prodnctjon \YfiS not encouraged as it should 
ha YC been. The ritic ~ -..vero rnade too attrac­
ti,-e. In 1814-15 the tonna'"' utrric-cl on the 
r · il· ea •, s Y' as 4.544,881 tons; in 192J. a lthou~h 
m-t .tm,:hile the Gm-cmmont expended 
£2b.008,000 on railwa: s, iho tonncgc c:'rriccl 
01~ the raj!-.., av':> arrHluntrcl to only 4.[~.3.099 
ton·:. or ju;:;;t abont tlw sct1ne quct.n:.it~? a.J was 
cc rriccl in 1914-15. The Labour GoYernment 
WC'l'C re-ponsib!c for that position to a large 
Pxt<'nt. Nobyithstanclin,:;· all that has been 
said fr,:m the Opposition bel1(·hc,; against the' 
GoYol·nor)~ 8peerh, th -rn is cver:rthlng- in 
th t Speech that is hdpful to us to-da,-. It 
r:wv not conttin sonH' of the flan1bovant 
lan.gua\~:] th[1 vvc ha~:c ha<! in the p ... ~t; but, 
if vou take half a dozen clauses m tlutt 
Speech, it will be found th,t the Government 
havr t:wit· fin-:,cr on the no, ds of to-day, 

poi11t''d 0nt tl;<! ,V.' y in which our 
,]wnlll be dealt with. 
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There is a paragraph 1Yith regard to depres-
sion 1vhioh ends in this way-

" Every effort will be exerted to balance 
cxpcndi~;n·e and receipts in the n~YPnuc 
account. 

Then wo come to land tenure: and I am 
o;lad to not·e that the late Government are to 
be congratulated upon the succ• '" v.hich 
attended their efforts in co1m0dion with near 
destruction, so that th•cre will bo available 
for settlement in that connection no less than 
1.250,000 acres of land. That is et verv fme 
thing to a·-sert. The SpPcch tells us that 
the resumption of land will be attended to; 
that closer settlement is to bo followed: that 
Empire tra·do is to bo onoounwed. 'md so on. 
If our budgets are to be balanced thov can 
on!~- be balanced bv pa:ving· our 'way' with 
the cost of goods exported. The Govoi·nment 
are on right lines in that connection. There 
are other directions in which we can heln; 
but' production is th0 \Vav h1 whieh we can 
as~ist to the grc-1tcst extcllt. 

I Wc'llt to pa;v rt tribute ··t thi~ serious 
juncture of our affairs to the help which 
has been afforded bv the hanks. II ad it 

not. been for the banks generally 
[5 p.m.l hanng strengthened their posi-

tion during the ]a~t trn or fifteen 
year,, our difficulties to-claY would have been 
more seriotb than thev 'are. The banks 
haYo steadily improyecf their position until 
they were able to find £20.000.000 in order 
to 1ncet the cxigcncit~~ of finance 011 the 
other side c,f the world. 

Mr. IY. FORGAX S '•:ITH: If the banks 
incrcas€'d their streng"th. it could onJ-...~ be 
as the tesult of the cincreased procluct'ivity 
of the people. 

Mr. G. P. BARX.F:S: Enrvone admits 
that during and following· on th~ war things 
retched an abnorrnnl Y1.lue. \\Tool, whPat, 
and other cotnlnod1ties went up to an extreme 
price, and it i · a good thing that the banks 
sc1zed the• opportunitY of doubling th0ir 
capitaL At anv rate.' thev haYo been able 
to serve us in ~ splendid ;,Tay. The:T have 
handed over their gold to the Common­
wealth Bank, and so dopl<'ied their own 
stocks to the tunc of £20,503.0vJ. H thev 
had not beeu c,hie to do that, it would have 
been a very s<'rions rnath'r. I believe that 
we shall b<e saved as the rce<ul t of the very 
fine attitude of the bank& in buildin"' up 
their reserves and capit3.l accounts. b For 
instanc'·. in 1919 the assets of the banks 
were £222.800,000 in round figures. and in 
1929 £355.400.000, ohowine ~ n n immense 
inc>'<'HSl'. whilst th 'ir capital in 1929 w·as 
£76.958,000, and their rc·-crYes carried for­
wo.rd £51,540,000. Their advances and 
inv<'st:;ncn~s in 1919 wore £172,800,000, and 
m 19<:9 ;J;292,223,000. Tha• is a 1·erv fine 
n:<:>ord, and shows ho''' llluch \YC o · ·c 'to the 
llanking institutions of our land. 

Although reductio!ls have !wen made in 
connection '"ith the co~t of 8drnini.:<h·:nion 
of the affairs :)f our Stat", I feel l hn L vve 
shall havo to go a hng ',·.·ay furt L••r ,·c·t. 
No one likPs to sco the curbing of payn1c'nts, 
bef'<....nsc, wh(•n payrnonts aro 110t being n1acle, 
there is no mone.- floatin.: rtbout in the 
directions in 1;hic!~ e wmit it, but I feel 
that -.,ye arc up aGainst a Yery serious posi­
tion. I think there should be equal sacrifice 
all round, and the h1;;bor the position the 
greater should be the sacrific'>. The working 
ma11 cannot c0n1c do 1.':n 1nuch lov,-·er, but I 
:un afraid that men will be glad to h lYe 

Al'cn the £3 a week which has been referred 
to again ...1 .. nd again before we arc through 
onr pre··cnt trouble. 

\\'heu I peak of equality of sacrifice, 
there i~ ono gentleman-on;'"' wage-earner­
who is escaping, and I do not think he 
should ,·,cape. ·when I speak of the wage­
eJtrner who is escaping, I am referring to 
those who come under this head. 

About two years ago I asked the Trea­
smcr of the dav Mr. McCormack, a question 
in thiE> 1-Iouse," 'and, in reply, he informed 
me that of t.he then pnblie debt the sum of 
£26 5E4 379 had be0n rais:ed in Australia 
fref'' of' State and Federal incorne tax, and 
that £12,848,318 had been raised in Aus­
tralia free of State income tax, and that no 
loan bad bcc·n r<tised b·· Queensland in the 
olhc·r States of Australia.. I say that it is 
a en.~ing sha.1nc that thc~e r-ums have been 
dr[l -"·u·cd out of industrv; that men 
has~~ bee'n invited to take quiet seats 
in life; and that they a,re now 
csc:!piog the eff~;~~t of our tr~ubh"3, and 
al'c J·cct'iYing a h1gh rntc of Interest on 
nhout £.~0,000,000. How can we succeed 
Hnder "' .h circumstances? I look upon 
interest as t.he v;a.ge of capital; and I thjnk 
T ntn rltrht in ~-·aylng that there will have to 
lw " rod ;'lion in the rah cf interest if y, e 
arc to rrct through. This is a serious m·attcr. 
J, the ~man whc, h·1s been invited to takP 
thinc: .. 'j casv to be ihe o11ly :rnan to eRcape? 
l·s the other. who is kcepin!< this, that, and 
dw otltPr industry going, to be the only man 
to lw a.tiacked, and to be called upon to pay 
t h0 pt>nalty of the disa !-rou, tirncs "? I say 
tlw thing is ;~Lsolute1y wrong. 

l\IJ·. PoLLOCK: If we said 1 hat, you would 
~, ='CU~c us of repudiation. 

I,Ir. G. P. BARKES: I am not spe<tking 
of repudiation; but surely llll appeal should 
be macle to all of our people to ~orgo som~­
thing! Sur< ly those who arc talong it easy, 
who ha.vc investments of th1s character, 
d1otdcl bo invited 111 ~muc diplomatic 
"'I nnC'r to corne to the ref--eue of the coun­
t!"''! WhY ~hould it not be clone in a time 
o{ <lire dicstress such as t,his '1 No doubt the 
banks are helping; but th.,ir power to help 
i~ not vcr:v great, as rnay be seen from the 
value of their shares, bo<tll·<' the value of 
the shares of any bank i" dctonnined by 
its rrr:crvcs: but there ar-~ ron1panies •id1o 
arc apparently seizing the opportunity in 
this time of stress of givinv, help to charge 
" hi·, lwr rate of intere,t. J, that rig.ht? I 
mn· '~.gainst. such a course. I say that iS 
unfair, and that the comso I suggest 
YPquin~::: f'Onsidcration. I do not say that 
1 hat result c<tn be brought a.bout; but, if we 
ta.l..::c the 11osit;0n of Quecnsla1~d alone.. wo 
',-ill realise its importance. Suppose that 

Qw.,·nsland has £27,000.000 Cl' £28,000,000 of 
her l'ublic debt raised in Australia, free 
of :-IllY irhmnc tax, and ::J.::out the sarne 
amou1~t o-...-er~ea.s. SupposJ hC' cou] d briner 
about some arrangement with the bo_nd­
holclrrs even to defer for tho present hme 
t!w payment of half the intcresr. how mu<;,h 
that would help us ! It would bo a b1g 
thing; and I am in<:linecl to think that the 
n1on~'~C'd rnen who have invc..,tcd in our bondf' 
.'houl~l have such an appeal made to them. 
.\1- any rate, it se-eLlS to rue to be a. very 
fa j r lllO\'C to rnakc. 

I notice that a finawial authority of the 
calibre of Sir .Josiah St<1mp. in giving £vi­
dcllCP f<'C'(' i"1y, ( -.;:r<'C'S:-:f'd the opinion that 

"Ur. 0. P. Barnes.] 
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provisiOn should be made for making good 
the present deficiency in capital, that thoro 
should be a greater supply of cheap capital 
than we have at the present time, and that 
anything which tends to encourag<' national 
saving is to be encouraged. This is a 
matter which has given rise to very seri<:>us 
thought, and one whic,h should receive our 
wholehearted support. ·whilst everyone is 
straining himself to meet the present diffi­
culty, is it quite fair that those enjoying the 
reward of a quiet investment, and they alone, 
should escape? I do not quite think so. 

I propose to say a fe1,· words now on what 
can he done. There arc directions in which 
we can do things. Last yec,r I dealt '· ith t·;.-, 
question of the distillation of oil from coal, 
and I •referred to the '·· onderful -tndes 
that have been made clse>vhere. I think I 
am right in assnrting that £8,000,000 to 
£9,000,000 per annum n,re. taken out ?f our 
land just now for petrol, oris, etc., whrch we 
could very well produce ourselves. If a coun­
try like Germany, poPsessinP," inferior coal 
deposits in comparison with our own, can 
serve the requirements of that natwn wrth 
fuel secured from coal, then why cannot we, 
with wonderful veins of coal at our very 
door, provide similar fuel in this country'? 
Surely we can give somo encouragement, 
and invite someone to come along and put 
the undertaking into motion ! At the pre­
sent time we are spending no end of money 
in boring down into the earth for oiL There 
is no possibility of our coalbeds being 
exhausted for many years to come. I am 
not quite sure whether the present Govern­
ment are making it as widely known as 
possihle that a helping hand in this direction 
would be appreciated. Hero we have coal at 
our very door, and we know that other 
places are doing certain things, and we 
should be doing them ourselHo. I under­
stand that the Swedes have succeeded in 
patonting a perfect plant for oil distillation 
purposes. There should be n,n inquiry into 
this matter. No great amount of time would 
be required to satisfy ourselves on this 
point; and, whilst we arc engaged in the 
search for oil, it would be an easy matter 
to tack on the question of production by 
means of distillation. 

This afternoon the hon. membet· for Rose­
wood gave notice of a question as to whether 
the Government would make representations 
to the American Consul with a Yiew to sup­
plying produce to meet the deficiency in the 
United States of America following upon the 
disastrous drought in that country. ·why, 
•;-e are not m1un supplying ourselves ! I do 
not know that we co:.1!d get a shipload 
together-our production is so poor. \Ve can 
incre.tse our production, and we should 
increase our production Our present diffi­
culties are duo to the fact that wo have not 
been doing this. Last year we brought into 
Queensland 30,000 tons of produce from New 
South Wales via Wallangarra; and I can­
not say how much came by other routes. I 
can inform hon. members of some things 
that came by other routes. During the past 
srx months 30,000 tons were brought into 
Queensland via W allangarra and 40,000 
tons the year before. \V e are not 
prodmJing sufficient to meet our own 
requirements. Quite a lot has been said 
about wheat and about wheat pools and 
boards. Why, 5, 664 tons of flour for centres 
between Bundaberg and Bowen came in 
during the first six months of tho vcar! 
vVc could not supply the flo';r. Sodreone 

[ilfr. G. P. Banws. 

might ask, why? Some people ha Ye spoken 
of geographical advantages; but, when it is 
known that the Queensland buyer has to pay 
SN. more per bushel for wheat than it can 
bo bought for in Sydnc•y, and the Yendor 
who holds that >vheat in Sydney can send 
it to '1\r.ynsville at 7s. 3d. p~r ton le·"s than 
the Qtwen.lrnd buyer could deliver it by rail, 
where does the geographical advantage come 
in? The r-:msoquence is that flour which 
should be manufactured, sold, and distri­
buted in Queensland come·. from the South. 
\V c cannot hold our own in that trade. \Ve 
Cl1nnot develop nnder farcic•ll and ftctitious 
conditions like that. 

Again, poultr?-feed is ].,,ing imported over 
the border into Queensland simply because 
a price is demanded for the local article 
in excess of what it is worth in other States. 
Thoro is an immense market here in those 
directions. The cry is to produce more, 
and we must produce if we are to balance 
our budget. The report of the British 
Economic Mission, pre"ented to the Federal 
Parliament on 7th .January. 1929, enumerates 
a list of articles imported into Great Britain 
in 1926. This list embraces butter, cheese, 
wheat, wheat pmducts (me.tl ,,nr[ fl<nE), other 
grain, eggs and poultry. fruit, skins and 
hides, lard, leather, meat, olive oil, sugar 
(unrefined}, milk (condensed and unsweet­
ened), tallow, honey, wool, cotton, wine, 
and copper ore, but of these articles Aus­
tralia only supplied £53,622,703 worth, 
whereas Britain imported from all sources 
£560.438.603 worth. Hon. members will Pee 
that there is a tremendous market awaiting 
us. Part of the policy of this l*ovornrnent 
is in the direction of developing· an under­
standing with the Empire in order that it 
may take what we can produce in that direc­
tion. We have the power to produce if our 
people only have the will and the way. I 
say calmly and distinctly to-da:v that, 
although we onl:v have about 1.000,000 acres 
of land under cultivation, there is nothing to 
prevent us doubling or trebling our culti ,-_ 
able land and production. We would then 
have some chance of meeting the demands of 
markets abroad. 

In some directions we can help ourselves. 
The Secretary for Railways is losing heaps 
of money in connection with transnort. and 
will lose much more in the future if he is not 
careful. People who to-d~ty are loyal to the 
railways will by and by have to do as 
others are doing if they are to compete 
successful! v with them. No person has the 
right to ;it down while people are taking 
his trade a way. The Minister will have to 
meet the competition he is recervmg in 
transport. Thev are meeting that com­
petition in other places. With the 
good roads that <tre being construct<:d, 
a position similar to that which has arisen 
in England will arise, and thousands of tons 
of goods will be carried over the roads. 
\Vhere will the Minister's chances be under 
a syst~m of that kind? In 1928 Parliament 
granted to four large English railway com­
panies power to conduct motor traffic. A 
newspaper statement dealing with the sub­
ject said-

" These identified themselves with the 
leading road groups, which resulted in 
a great road and rail combination with 
control throughout Britain, ending the 
cut-throat competition." 
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We are told that no one has any thought 
of preventing the development of onr coun­
try. We want to develop it, but at the 
same time we want to protect our wonderful 
assets. such as our railwa vs. r:rhere arc 
plenty of directions in w·hich men with 
motor lorries could be encouraged to con­
duct services which would act as fenders 
to our railways. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has e"hausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. DUFFY (Eachr1m) : In supportin7 the 
motion before the Hou,c, I c1tsire to con­
gratulate both the mover and seconder for 
the very able manner in which they d"aH 
with the position. The ho11. member for 
Ipswich, particularly, delivered a v~r · 
taoug.htful address, and attempted to don'! 
with the position facing· Queensland and 
Australia to-day. 

I feel sure that all hon. members \vill 
agree that thu most importa.nt problem 
confronting us to-day is how we are to 
extrica.ta ourselves from the present difficq]t 
position. We all realise that we are going 
throu[,'h a period of depression; but 1v0 

have not yet had any dear explanation of 
it from leaders of public thought or from 
the prc'''· vVe are told that the position is 
flue to the fad that we have over-borrowed. 
I do not subscribe to that vie-r\·, because it 
does not matter how much is borro'·,·ed; 
rather is it a qu.c~tion of how the nloDey is 
exp ·,dcd, and whcth.cr it "ill bccowc· a 
burden on the community. I have bnon 
attempting to get further loan money fm· 
ventures in m:v cleetorate. I have been 
unable to get the money, because it is not 
available; but I claim that. if it were mad,, 
available, that money would not be a burden 
on the taxpayers of Queensland. 

Mr. Bow: Do you not think the banks 
would be willing to advance it to you? 

Mr. Dl!FFY: I have no doubt they would 
if they had it to lend. )\s I my. the ques­
tion is a,s to how the loan n·Ionev has beeu 
expended, and whether it hae bL~cn utilised 
for productive purposes so that it will at 
least repay the interest on the capital sum 
involved. If borrowed money would pre> 
duce exportable goods that would meet the 
situation overseas, then it would be a good 
thing to borrow another £5,000,000 or 
£10,000,000. If '···e had directions in which 
that money could be spent reproductively, 
it would be a good thing for us to spend it. 

The next thcorv advanced to account for 
the present posit1on i6 that we have been 
living too extrava.gantly. I do not subscribe 
to the view that that has been wholly 
responsible for the position; but the majority 
of people have not had explained to them 
what is meant b."" the phrase " living t<Jo 
extravagantly." 'I'he average man and 
woman on reading such a statement will 
immediately ask themselves in what way 
they have been living too extraYagantly. 
'I'he answer is to be found in our importa­
tions. It does not matter how extravagantly 
we liYe if we only buy goods produced in 
Quecnoland or Australia, because in t}w,t. 
way we are helping one another; but, when 
we import goods and do not produce some­
thing that will repay the amount of our 
irnportations, then \ve are living too extrava.­
gantiy. It is in that direction that I sub­
eeribe to t.he statement that we have bee11 
liYing too extravagantly. 

Another reason advanced was stated in iohe 
"Daib-,? Standard" a few das.::l ago, when 
Mr. Collings ascribed the present position 
to the fact that the bank<'> had put a tigi11 
rein on all money. The fi::;ures giYon by the 
hon. member for \Varwiek will show, how­
ever that the banks have strair•:d 'heir 
res·o~rcE3 in order to help in every direction. 
A few years ago it would have beeu con­
sidered highly dangerous for banks .to make 
advances to the exknt to wlnch the 
banks have been doing until recently, 

T haYe heord th .. ' I. .. carlcr of the Onn .. 'sition 
: a.Y that high \vnges 1noan pro~perity. I 
thi .. rk that should be reYorsul: lil"''h W'lgos 
d" not: lead to prosperity, but prosperity 
ma;- lead to high wag s. Pra:·pcrity does 
not" nece'-.:-~arilv rnean high \Yagcs. Prosperity 
should ou!y bo judged by the standard of 
comfort tlHtt the people are able to secure 
for the wage·; received, anrl if" the State is 
able to pronde profitable work tor the whole 
of the c >mmunit'y. That is how one should 
judge pro::.perit~v·, and not _by pounds, shil­
lings, and pence or tho basic wage, 1a..;3 some 
members of the Opposition do. 

\Ye haY·J to-dav with us probably the most 
import,,nt visitor Australia has had for quitc 
1. long tirno. I refer to Sir Otto ?\iemcycr. 
Probably he will ask the conference in Me]. 
boun1e '\vh::t goods we propose to send over­
':-'.ens to balance our trade. \Vhat answer can 
th~' n._en1bErs of the confcrrnco e:ivc hint to 
,uch a question? 'vYhat cv.n thcv tell him? 
lt is a rnost' dc~plorable pc~i6on to say that 
wt' haYe not any product~ that \Ve can export 
to·dav that would be prc,fitnblc to the people 
proch;cing. That is an oxtraor·dinary 
pf:-·ition. 

J\Ir Bo\V: Do you inc~ude sugar? 

l\Ir. DUFFY: Kat ev..c~1 sugar. 

l\Ir. Bow : What about butter? 

C.lr. Dl.,"f'FY: Butter cannot be exported 
at a profit either. Butter is pr<Jfitable t<J the 
producer to-day bcctuse we lc\'Y on our c_on­
f'Urnf:'rs in order to increa~e the cxDort pnce. 
The surrar we C'xport io profitable for the 
san1e re~son. Everything we produce in Aus­
tralia would show a loss to the producers if 
exported. That is a Yery extraordinary posi· 
tiun for a countrv to be in. No one for a 
moment \Yould claim that we have reached 
th'l limit in production. vVe haYe onlv C<llll· 

nwnccd on it. \Vhen w<> a; .. sure the people 
rhat by doubling or trebling production it 
will be profitable to them ancl we can arrange 
financial assi3tanf'e for those who are willing 
tv mnbark in industry, there will be no more 
une1nplo~-ment. We shall be looking for 
double the population we have here to"day. 
To sav that we are at a dead-end in regard 
tu production and that we cannot 0xport at· 
a profit must make every intelligent man 
and woman in Australia think. 

The Federal Government rccontly passed 
an .Act placing an embargo on the importa­
tion of certain goods and rDtion:!ng the 
imporration of other goods. In the near 
future that should assist to a great extent in 
proYiding a large amount of employment for 
our O\Yn workers. That was a st0o in the 
rig·ht direction, and eYery hon. rnember in 
this Chnmher will wish evcrv success in 
regard to that matter. \Vo sincerely hope 
that the effect of that measure will be what 
the Federal Labour Government desire. But 
thNe is another side to it. In order to 
balance his overdraft, Mr. Scullin has had 
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t'o in( rease t1xation, aad thc'rebY increase the 
cost of liYin~: to onr U 1,,'n -;1copfc; and I an1 

afraid that that is going to haye a very 
serious ('ffect on ih,J produd!on of goods for 
export. That ic the serious part of it, I am 
sorry to say, because it is a bold stop to t·ake. 

It is intore'ting to study what happened 
duri11g the la~t fc\v years in France \Vhen 
that country was in a similar po.;ition to 
"·hat we in Australia are to.day. France 

is admitted to be tho most 
[5.30 p m.] prosperous nation in Europe to-

day; but a few ~,~ears ago ehD 
did not kno·-1· v;hich way to turn to got out 
of her linancial difficulties. l\Iv attention 
was rcoentlv drm"l1 while in the J'\orth to 
an arLic]e :l'n the "\Yodd rro-Day," setting 
out the position obtaining in that country. 
This is v hat the writer had to say-

" Thc<g who delight to witness, in tho 
cour:-'ie of hunu1n Pxpcrience. the opera­
tion of a l::n\- of cornpcnsation or the 
di :-pe11sation of Providence, will inrn 
with relief from the 'Cnikd States to 
France, fro1n tlF' nation which acquired 
imrn:_·nse gains in the \Yorld war, to th,,, 
nation which, in proportion to popnl>t­
tion and re ·ources, sufier~d most of a]!. 

At 5.31 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. · 

~,Ir. DL'FFY: 
"Of France it mav be said that she 

stands to-day the mos"t h. ppy of nations. 
Dho has no unclnploymcnt., no \Yant. 
Her people haYe ample for their require. 
ment.,s, suflicif~nt for a cultured life on a 
plane probably the highc;t on earth. 
Her people are not henkd in conge,hxl 
and hide:Jus nJannfacturing centres. The 
:::eLand cit_"<:~ of Franco has a population 
of onl:.- 650.0C0. Fifty-three per cent. of 
her population is rural. Of the hundLds 
of small communities scattered over her 
fruitful land, each has evolYed and n1ain­
tained its own life and individuality. In 
a phra.~e, France is not a 11ro-duct of n1ass 
production; throughout her vicissitudes 
she h~s preservHl her character and has 
saved her soul. 
"Ble~1 almost white by the war, her 

tcrr~tor1es rayaged, her industrie:) 
ruined. and her fiuanres in chao::;, tho 
years in1n1odiatcly following the war 
were d immense difficulty. 1920 was a 
yen_ of bad trade and 'unemployment. 
Ag..tm, for five months in 1927, following 
Poinc air8's draf:tic reforms, many ·work~ 
rnrn ""'"·ere t'n·o1Yn out of 1;ork. But sine . .) 
1927. Fra''<'' has never looked back­
"·ard3. To-da v her industrii'" aro 
re-equipped anct"rcorg<Lnlscd; her nglicn1-
turc is cond.nct"d ou the rnost scientif-ic 
lint:s; wag·cs .. lncastn·ed in purcha:-·ip~ 
power, arc h1gher than in 1913; the 
hurden of taxation is rdatively light; 
thPre JS no unen1ploynu~n1, An attractive 
fl<ltnre of French life is that one can 
cujcy a little luxurv without pavino· an 
exorbitant price. ..A glaf-:s of boOcl ~vine 
or of cognac. for example, can be 
obtained at a trifling co;;:t. 

"The fnilurc to balance the budget, 
the cxtrav;Jganc,,_" of the Cartel dc>s 
Gauchc·s, the jtnglory of l\1. Crrillaux 
and his failurp to ':/!tt]o the .An1crican 
debt, prc .ipita·_e l a crisis. Tho State 
cofi_c-rs V'Crc .-..ln1ost crnpty, the acconlnlo­
d,.Jion of tho I3rrnk of Franc~ v.-as at. an 
end; tho GoYcrnmcnt \Vas Yirt.nallv 
bctnkrn;Jt e:-cl the franc had reached 2.;·3 
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to the pound on its cruise after the 
mark, when l\I. Poincaire took the helm, 
and all political parties, for fear of 
national shipwreck, bowed to his domina­
tion. 

" Afbcr balancing the budget by impos­
ing fresh taxation. and having raised 
funds from a combination of banks, M. 
Poincaire opplied himself to purging 
the administration. His work may thus 
be summarised: 106 sub-prefectures 
(with shffs complete) out of a total of 
274 were abolished; 360 local councils 
'''ore condemned as useless and sup­
JH"Cs··ed; 87 general secretariats were 
reduced to 17; 359 minor courts were 
reduced to 131; 396 magistrates and 228 
clerks were discharged. 

" French prosperity has increased to· 
such an extent that at the close of the 
Ja.:<t finanrial ~car there was a surplus of 
£50,000,000, which is being applied to 
relluct.ion of taxation." 

That goes to show that when a nation 
t :cklcs its troubles in the right way and 
goes in for sound gov8rnment, it is po~sible 
in .1, few years to bring the State back to 
prosperity, have no unrmployrnc':.t, light 
taxnJ.ion, a big surplus, and cheap neces­
saries. \Ve could do a lot worse the,n study 
what has happened in France, but I belicwe 
that Australia, having played such an 
important part--

l\1r. \'i". FoRGAN SonTH: Do you thir::C we 
could do what Franco did in connection with 
her financial liabilities? 

Mr. DUFFY: Yes, with the co-operation 
of all classes of the people. 

2\lr. W. FoRGAN S1!ITH: With all heie 
linancial lic,bilities? 

l\Ir. DTJFFY: But we have not anything 
like their linancial liabilities. 

Mr. IV. FoRGiN S}!ITH: France had to ask 
Britain to carry a gocd deal of her d<'bt. 

l\Ir. DUFFY: And I think that, if Groat 
Britain c;,trricd such an enormous atnount 
for France. she would carry a bit for us. 
All that the British Government aro asking 
us to-Gay is to see that we mrcke provision 
within our o'vn borders for our own future. 
Britain is 11ot turning us down a1togcther, 
but she rohtscs to canv the burden to the 
c:-;:tent of lending us money to l"'Y her own 
intf'rC',t. 

.Amongst the proposals mentioned in the 
Gm c'rnor·s Speech is a Land ~\et" Amend~ 
ment Bill. I am pleased to see that at 
last some change is to be n1ade in that Art, 
although I a1n a·\·arc that a big change 
;,vas 1nadc in it last se ~:;ion. The grcates.t 
alteration '"o made then probably v:as the 
return to freehold tenure, but to my mind 
some of the tcnr1s offered to tenanl.s who 
wished to convert are still too oncrou ·. Only 
t(ln vcars' tcrn1s are offered for the con­
veLci~n for a perpetual leasehold town allot­
ment, and in many cases that woul<l fa 11 
too hcavilv on the l<w.se· s. I would like 
to see that term extended to twenty years, 
and I hope that provision will be made in 
that direction. \YhPn rnaking proYisio1l for 
freehold, I hope thot the sam<' o:Jlion 
IYil! be g·iwn to holders oi spacial le..tses 
where the land inYolv · d is no longer re­
quired for the purpoc: for which i' was 
originally ~f·t a~ide. I do not feel nt all 
satislied v:ith the progress in making land 
.anti!ablc for settlement. I feel that wo 
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have been far too slow. Much more energy 
should be put into getting the land that is 
available opened for selection. I believe 
th,,t by spr<'ading our people out over the 
State and getting settlers to take up such 
land we shall be taking the q LJickest and 
easiest w .1y to give permanent relief to the 
unemployed in our midst. 

:\fr. KIRWAN: You have a majority in 
,caucus. \V hat is v,rrong? 

Mr. DUFFY: I am giving hon. membe1·s 
my views. If I had my \Yay, there would 
he a great deal more settlement in Queens­
land than we have at present. I hope the. 
:\linister will be able to li,·en his depart­
ment un. I clid not corrw here to agree ·with 
everyth.ing the department did. and I am 
not goinc;· to do so either. Every fresh 
settler is making work, not only for the men 
\vho jn1provo his selcrtion, but al~o for 
others \\ ho handle his produce, anJ he also 
provides rnoro revenue for the GoYernn1ent. 

I do not subscribe to the statement made 
b·.- the Secretm": for Public Lands in this 
c'hambcr a few 'days ago when he said that 
it 'vas a wrong poli~y to 1nakc land available 
upon a very cheap basis. I do not hold with 
his view that the settlers should pay a good 
price for the country. Ho said that. when 
further areas \vcrc op0ned for Rettlen1ent 
in the futuro we should see that the State 
secured the ruling· price of adjoining 
lands. It would be profibble to this 
State to place lhe people on tho land 
quite apart from the qnPstion of capital cost. 
(Hear. hear ! ) It is quite wrong to quibble 
over the price to be charged fol· the land. 
Tlw land to-day is producing nothing, 
whereas, if it were brought under produc­
ti<>n, further revenue would be secured to 
tha State. \Ye should aim at bringing the 
lone' under production, quite regardless of 
wlwther or not a charge is made for the land. 

I was ver:· pleased to know that a scheme 
h>ts he "n launched, as mentioned by the Sec­
rctcuy for Agriculture, to enable settlers to 
f'mb.c1·k upon the production of tobacco in the 
::\lrtre~ba district. The Minister informed the 
House that the land would be made available 
at z.,. 6d. per ;.ere. Tho land should be 
1nndn aYnilable on the l_msis of a lo'·, price, 
-imilar to that mentiorwcl bv the ::Vlinister. 
Ic must be nnde availnble cheaply in order 
that it mav attract deoirable ~ettlers. There 
should b0 an inducement to evcrv individual, 
wh' ther ho has money or not, p'rovided that 
he is prepareJ to work I do not ·,uggest 
that settlers should be drawn solely from the 
ranks of the unemployed; but I am hopeful 
that those \vho are at present in employ­
ment will gladly forsake their present jobs to 
go on tho land to become producers. I am 
sure that such would bo the case if condi­
tions were made sufficiently attractive. It 
has been prO\·ed bevond doubt that tobacco 
can be profitably grown in the Mareeba dis­
trict. At the present stage there is an 
element of risk. and settlers should not 
embark uprm th~ industry on a large scale. 
Ho\vevcr, rcpol'ts to hand indicate that the 
industry can be mado a decided success. 
The i11dustry is new to tho district. and I 
understand that con~iderablc care i's neces­
sary in producing tobacco acceptable to the 
palate of Australian smokers. I hone that 
care wi 11 be taken by the Goverm;,ent to 
soe that the settler, are not placed upon 
a re as unsuited to tlw production of tobacco 
acceptable to the Australian public. \Ve have 

l\1r. Howcll, a Federal officer. in charge of 
tobacco invr~tigation and experiments in 
2'\orth Queensland, and I suggest that the 
GovernnH•nt should secure his services for 
thn settlers vvho propo:<' to engage in thi~ 
industry. The importance of correct and 
,,,ound adYicc at the outspr is f'O vital that 
no rtone shonld be left unturr,ed to sec that 
the settlers embark upon this enterprise on 
the right Iincs. The land available in tho 
Mareeba district can be obtained verv 
cheaply, is handy to the railway and to the 
town, and is situated in a district which 
cnjo.\::; an e cccllent clirnatc; and, if the 
tobacco industry can be developed along 
sound lines. this district \vill become one of 
the most progreo,,ive parts of Queensland 
in a. Yery f»1v yoars. 

Tho next department in importance in the 
m a ttcr of L:md settlement is the Agricultural 
Bank. \Yhilst I admit that the institution 
is being more sympathetically administered 
than has been the case for many years paot, 
it '·till falls a mighty long way short of th" 
son·ice that it should be to the settlers. It 
i; not functioning to the satisfaction of the 
'f'ttlers. As I have previous!,- stated, there 
arc a large nun1ber of v,,orkors "\Vho ha YC 

~aved a littlt~ monev and arc anxious and 
havo. sufficient ambition to endeavour to 
depart from the wages field with a vie"' 
to going upon the land; but I am afraid 
that. if they have to depend upon the 
Agricultuml Bank for the assistance neccs­
:-;ary to place them upon a production basis, 
then they had better stick to their present 
jobs and leave land sottle>ment to those who 
have had a great deal of experience in land 
settlement. The position at present is not as 
iJ~ should be, but l am hopeful that it will be 
rcn1edied. 

Far too manv settlers are assisted bv the 
hanks to a s.tag.o "\vhen the;r hnYc expended 
all the advances it is pus,,ible for them to 
gc•t. They arc not in a position to produce 
~l!ffleient to keep thernsch-cs and their fanli­
li,,,., on the selection~., and, in consequence, 
lwve to loan' to obtain \rork to keep the 
f~·lections iL"V'Ld of the scLctions keening 
them. ~(lhat is vrhere the bank fails in its 
dut0 to the selector. I noticr'd rer,cnt]y that 
ihc Xevv South \Yale·~ Goycrnn1cnt wcrf' 
i:,,·iting apvlications for loans from settlers 
1rho werro prcparpd to carry out \York and 
jlnproyenJcnts on their holdi'u.v:s. rrhey real­
;" d that the bcot form of work to relieve 
unemployment was that which \Vas likelv to 
return to t!H' State interest on the monev 
expended. That would mean a g-reat deal 
more to t~o State than constructing roads 
around Cltws. !\lost of this monev, when 
r-xpcnded, would adJ to the revenue of the 
~tate, including the rai1wayT~. During the 
past year I have had ocrasion to call at the 
Agricultural Bank on behalf of manv of ih 
clients who were unable to meet their commit­
TI1Cnts, and whcroyer a good case \Yas made 
out and the bank was satisfied that the settler 
was not neglPcting- his holding-, but "·as !cok­
ing after and ond('aYouring to 1nakc a liYing 
OH it. it extended leniency towar.ds him. I 
found tLat thPre vvas a st"rong di~inclination 
01• the part of th(' bank to foreclose on the 
settler living on his block, and who \Yas not 
allowing it to slip back into a state of dis­
renair. To bo succc-;c;ful. the bank should 
have a given sum set aside for it to operate 
on, and not, as has been done be voted a 
giYen arnount CYery YCar. 11_lhen', as the loans 
are repaid to the bank, thc.v can be again 
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k•aned. Under such a sntom the bank will 
!mow just how it stands." I was very pleased 
to sec a statement nublished from the 
Premiot· this morning stating that whatever 
expenditure was curtailed the onerations of 
the .Agricq,ltural Bank would not bo inter· 
fared with. 

A good deal has been published and spoken 
of on the sugar industry, whose future is in 
the air at the moment. I believe, with those 
hon. n1embers \Vho haYe spokPn on the sub­
j.;ct, that the embargo is not likely to be 
removed, notwith&tanding that a committee 
has been appointed by the Federal Govern· 
mont to conduct an inquiry. I feel very 
confident that the agreement will be renewed. 

Mr. PEASE: You know lVIr. Scullin. 

Mr. Dl'FFY: If Mr. Scull in and the 
Federal Go,·ernmcnt agTced to the oxtens'on 
of the embargo and a,;reem(•nt, I feel sure 
that they \\·ill do so, realising that it is only 
their duty so to aet. I also feel sure that the 
evidence before tho committee v·ill be onlv 
in one direction, and !hat the committee will 
rccornmend the rone\Ya.l of the agreement. 
The sugar indu.,try has set a Yery fine 
example io other primary industries of 
Queensland. A fevv years ago J.\t1r. Hughcos, 
vvhcn Prinw }.linistcr, agreed to a certain 
price in regard to sugar, am!, although the 
price of sugar has to-cl ay dropped to £21 
pc'r ton to tho grow,•r, the industry durinrr 
the whole of that time has been abie to pay 
the sanH' wages as when the nrico to the 
grower W';'R 30 per cent. higher: That is a 
ver:r crcdJtablc performance, and is due to 
the successful orgrmisation of cverv part of 
the industrY, . It has been thoroughly 
organh"d, and 1ts culth·ation as well as its 
rnills, is conducted on a 111os£ efficient basis. 
As " result, from 35 to 40 per cent. of the 
sugar crop is exported and returns vcrv 
litile to the grower and the avoragin;,. 
of the price enabl'es tho standard of 
cffidonc:c· to bo maintained. The Secrc· 
tary for .\griculturc rerr.arked on the 
increased cfii.ciency of the sugar-mills, and v;,Te 
kno\v that the prc"cnt position, \vhen le~::;; 
than 7 tons of sugar-cane \vill produce 1 tnn 
of raw sugar, i3 a world's record. \Ye hav .. " 
al::;;o pa~o:.ed the expcrirncnt·al st1go so far as 
power alcohol is concerned, and it is hoped 
that. as a result of further experiments, tho 
Yalno of other sugar by-products will be 
consido "ably enhanced. 

Comment has been made upon tho price 
r.ard for sns-ar farms; indeed, that is a qncs­
tJOn on whtch most of rho objection to the 
rene\Yal of the embar(fo ie; based. I venture 
to eay, howc\'er, that. ii the ,,hole of the 
f'il~curnstanccs surrounding the .~ales of. ~uB'ar 
farms were known, n1o·-::t of the cnbclsln 
would be remoYed. ""Iany people do not 
know that mcluded in !he sale price of a 
farm JS a very valuable plant-£2,000 is a. 
modPrato value in rc~·Jl'"'f't of sorne farm·~­
whilst there is also a standing crop of cane 
worth from £30 to £-fQ per acre in man;· 
c~sos, mdudcd m the purchase. The expen­
rhture of much labour .~nd fertiliser has 
been invoh·ed in the cultivation of such a 
rrop: Furthm:, tho purchaser also acquires a 
ro~RJdorable mterest in the sugar-milL to 
whJCh the farm _has been paying for a 
number o_f years m ord<'r to liquidate the 
debt cnta1led m erecting the milL 

Again, the terms of sale in respect of sugar 
properbcs arc such that holders of big city 
properbes would not offer their properties 
for sale under similar circumstances ; they 

[Mr. Duffy. 

'vould he aston1~11cd at the casv tm·ms on 
which sugar properties can be acquired. If 
the sale were on a straightout cash or a. 
half-cash basis, it would be found that the 
price was not very much in excess oi the 
improvements. After all, improving a sugar 
farm is a very expensive business, becausC" 
clearing virgin soil may entail an expenditure 
of £40 per acre. For these reasons I say 
advisedly that the people who comment 
adversely on the prices o.f sugar pror1erties 
are not fully conversant with the pos.tion. 

Whilst on the sugar question I would sug· 
gest that, with the adoption of the peak-yea1· 
;yotem of mill supplies, the granting of 
assignments and permits to grow cane for 
supply to the mill 6.hould be given to the 
directors of each milL Over-productiolll 
ie fully insured a.gainst by that peak-year 
system, and a mill is not likely to exceed 
the limits assigned to it. 

The directors are in the best position tc 
see when their supplies are likely to fall 
off, and in such an e;-ent theY could imme· 
diately remedy 'the position' by gTanting 
additional permit, to grow cane. Many of 
the growers might take exception to the 
directors having that power, and say that 
the directors might gmnt pPrmits to their 
friends to the detriment of others. To over­
come that objection the Central Sugar Cane 
Price' Board could act as a board of appeal 
if any grower was dissatisfied with the 
decision of the mill directorate. Many of 
the small growers in the ?\orth are disso.tis· 
fied with the areas allotted to them, but, 
unfortunately, they "\Ycrc not growjng cane 
in the early days, and in the policy laid 
down by the Central Sugar Cane Prices 
Board it 1nust consider tho position of 
Queensland as a whole, whereas a mill would 
onlv ha;-e its own interests to look to. The 
pos'ition would be clearly ddined under the 
peak-year scheme, and I think it would be 

'Yery \Yisc if that power \YOre put in the 
hands of the directors. 

His Excellency in his Speech men+ions 
that Parliament will give close· attention to· 
the forestry problem in Queensland. and that 
it is anticipated that a Forestry Bill will be· 
introduced during the session. \Yhcn that 
Bill is introduced, I hope that it Y:i ll de­
finitely fix that a proportion of the royalty 
received from timber shall be expended on 
sih·iculture and reafforestation work. In 
the past the whole of the money recciYed 
from royalties has been put into consolidated 
reYenue. and money prO\·ided out of loan 
funds for sihicultural work. That is not 
right, and I hope the Bill will la:· do':"n 
that a definite percentagf' of. the royaltte' 
must be expended on rc"tfforestation. Dur­
ing the year, w·ith other hem. membcre, I 
yisited many of the timber resenc:, and 
State forests, and I am pleasEd to ea,:· that, 
\vith the success of the hoop and kanri pine 
plantations and hardwood reserves. the 
futuro is assured in tlte,,c timbers if we 
ran carrv out that vvork on a largo scnle, 
but up t~ the present there is no indication 
that v·e shall be able i·o do eo. I ar.1 not 
at all convrnced that it would be advisable 
to SlJend large snms of mo11oy on the plant­
ing of maple and other cabinr·t timbers 
owing to tho long time they take to mature. 
Thcs~· timbers are of very little valtw as 
cabinet timbers until thev are matured. 
Pine and hardv,ood are cli"fferent, as these­
timbers can be used when quite young. 
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The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

[7 p.m.] 
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 

INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate): 
I beg to move-

" That the hon. member for Eacham 
be granted an exten_sion of tir;;e to enable 
him to complete hiS speech. 

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member for Eacham be 
granted an extension of time to enable hnn 
to complete his speech? 

HONOURABLE ME'I!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. DUFFY: I must thank hon. members 
for granting me an extensiOn of trme. I was 
congratulating the Forestry Department. on 
the silvicultural and reafforestatwn operatiOn~ 
with a special reference to kaun, hoop, and 
cypress pine, and also ha~dwood. The expe~r­
once and knowledge gamed by the depart­
ment has satisfied me that the'e timbers can 
bG profitably grown for the St!'te rf values 
are g·oing to keep up to anyth!ng lrke ~hey 
are to-d.1 y. My only regret rs that there 
is such a small amount of money bmng pro­
vided for the Forestry Department to press 
forward with this work. I think at least 
£10D,OOO per annum c_ould safely be taken out 
of the timber royaltres and specrally voted 
for this purpose. Quite a lot of land is h?ld 
by the Forestry Department. I do not thmk 
ic holds too much or even sufficrent m so~e 
districts; but a lot of the land held w hr<:h 
is quite convenient to railways and mam 
roads and near to towns should be opened 
up for settlement. It would be settled 
immediately, and the settlers thereon _wo~1ld 
not be out in the backhlocks at the begmmng 
of their ~areer. I do not mean that the 
Forestry Department should be robbed of 
any land, as 've could reserve as much a~ 
the department would be able to _plant <;nd 
work· but there is not much use m holdmg 
land ~eeded for settlement which the depart­
ment is not likely to touch for, say, forty, 
fifty, or sixtv year,, and I hope that po!ic.­
will be altered in the near future. 

Mr. CLAYTOK: Especially in the Mary 
Valley. 

Mr. DUFFY: There is some good lan.J 
there which should be opened up for settlP­
rnent and we could give the Forestry Depart­
ment' other land in place of it. If th~se 
forests are planted and gr_ow as . vve antiCI­
pate and the demand f?r trmber 1s !Is great 
in fifty years' time as It Is to,day, It would 
pay us at that time to resume land fo_r 
forestry operations, if required. ~f we c':pr­
talise the present value of !ana for hfty 
years as against what we might pur<:hc::e 
it for at that time, all the argument rs m 
favour of opening up the land for settlem0nt 
to-day. Of course, it may be said that 
nobody knows what the value of land will be 
in forty or fifty years; but, rf the land rs so 
valuable that it is going to cost us a lot of 
rr:onev to resume it in forty or fifty years, 
that in itself will bG sufficient proof tlmt 
Queensland has made woP.derful progress, and 

o shall not lose anything by it, and it will 
be all the better for the State, The reason 
why I claim that a lot of. this land shoul~ 
be opcn0d for settlement m areas where 1t 
is needed is because the settlers in those 
districts have already committed themselves 
to fairly heavy liabilities in regard to 

facilities, such as main roads and so on, a:>d 
have incurred liabilities for rates to shue 
councilc. If the'e areas were opened up for 
settlement, the burden would be shared by a 
greater number of settlers. I~ 'Yould mean 
immediate settlement because rt rs so handy 
Other areas that are not so suitable for 
settlement could be devoted to forestry. The 
Forestry Department claims that we are 
unfair in wanting to push it out back. from 
the railways. It says that the handlmg of 
the timber in such areas would be _expen­
sive in years to come; but I would pomt out 
that the cost of handling timber from areas 
that arc well back from a railway to-day 
is no guide as to what the cost will be in 
forty years. If the timber on such areas 
was so heavy and every tree was ~0 market, 
able that it would pay to run hght .tram­
lines 20 or 3D miles out from the r~"'lway, 
the proposition would be altogether drfferent 
from what it is to-day, when such means of 
getting the timber to the railway would not 
be warranted because it is so scattered. 
Light tramways are not expensive. In cane 
areas we have hundreds of miles of th?m, 
and in the South J ohnstone area in partrcu­
lar it has been proved that long haulag~s 
can be undertaken economically. I am m 
favour of having as much land set a,side for 
forestry purposes as the department rs lrkely 
to be able to use and no more. It rs qurte 
useless to do as' we are doing-make pro­
vision for a hundred years hence and let 
selectors go looking for land in far distant 
areas. I said earlier that I did not thmk 
it was wise to spend too much money on 
walnut and similar cabinet timbers. They 
are certainlY valuable varieties, but they 
take from 150 to 200 years to reach maturity, 
and· it would not pay us to lay out money on 
the cultivation of such trees, especially when 
we remember the progress that science has 
made already in handling our valuable 
timbers. Those of us who visited the Exhibi­
tion last week may have noticed the beauti­
ful s"ccimens of veneer made by Messrs. 
Bcalc~ and Company, and shown in one of 
the exhibits. The sections of the trees from 
which those veneers were cut were considered 
absolutely valueless two or three years "go. 
To-day they are cut from the stumps and the 
crotches-timber which but a few years ago 
was condemned when supplied to the mills. 
Under the new methods of treatment such 
timber vields the mo,,t beautiful figuring 
one coufd wish to Eee. That is one of the 
advances science has made, although two or 
three vears ago such a thing was unknown, 
ot at, least was not brought into general 
nse. The result is that timbers of which 
w0 would nse inch boards a few years ago 
we Chn now cut into twenty or thirty sheets, 
using in between them any timber that 
appear., to be suitable. Xobody has any idea 
of the extent to which science mav assist 
u" by getting fine effects from our cheaper 
timbers fifty years hence. It may then be 
po,sible to manufacture any figure or design 
on our cheaper timbers by photography, or 
in ways that I cannot even imagine; or 
perhaps we may get the same effects on 
c,omething that is not timber at all; so that 
to provide for 200 or 300 years ahead would 
be waste on the part of this Government. 

To-day the sawmilling and timber indus­
try is hard up against it, and those connected 
with the industry are obliged to look for 
work elsewhere. For year?. l opposed the 
policy of the late Oo...-•wment-which 
assisted those interested in i:w importation 

Jib- Dnffy.] 
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of foreign timbers-a police· that ariecl very 
detriment<Lllv to our own industn-. ·when 
there was an oxcollcnt dcm>end fo"r Queens­
land timbers the GoYernrnent pcrn1ittcd 
prices to soar so high, aided by the ration­
ing of timber <Oupplios, tiHrt Southern mer· 
chants were compelled to look elsewhere 
for supplies. Whilet seeking for further 
suppli~s, Queensland was able to extract 
high prices for some of her timbers ; but it. 
was not very long before Southern mer· 
chants discovered that they could secure 
supplies of timber ;-cry cheaply from New 
Caledonia and V anikoro, in the casr of 
kanri pine, and from the Philippine Islands 
and British Borneo. for Pacific maple ancl 
Japanese oak. Everybody knm"' s the historJ 
of Oregon pine. The result to-cla.y is that 
our cabinet timbers have been flooded olf the 
market by importations from outside Aus­
tralia. Only a few weeks ag·o the ·" 
"Urilla," a, boat well known in the trade 
on the coast, which usually proceeds to Cairns 
to load log,; for southern ports, pa"scd Bris­
bane c:urying 'over 600,000 feet of kauri 
pine from Vanikoro. Apropos of this the 
Brisbane press contaiued the foil cm ing para· 
graph:-

" After discharging about 40 tom of 
general cargo and Govcral head of sheep 
and cattle, the vessel louded lm.uri pine. 
some of hich measured 43 feet long and 
had a girth of 17 feet. The logs, which 
wore rafted out from the ·shore by 
natives, were brought to the ship's side 
by a launch, and hoisted aboard by the 
ship's gear. The loading operations took 
a week, and the " Urilht" ldt the port 
at 7 a.m. on 29th ,June. The harbour of 
Vanikoro is an expan::<Ivo oDe. Ir is 
essential!:· a timber port and . wire loos 
station. \Vith a handful of 1-Yhito nF'n." 

That shipload of 600,000 feet of kanri pine 
dwulcl have been secured in :'\orth Queens­
land, and would have hc'en SO{'Hn'd if the 
FDrcstl'y Board had done its job. L~nfor­
tunatcly, it "kidded" itself am\ most of 
the people of Que<'nslancl that it had wmc­
thjng Yery Y:duablc, "on1othing that could 
not be obtnined anywhere else, and all that 
it he. cl to do WflS to doma.ncl a [l:icc and the 
rest of Australia would p<Ly it. \Y c must 
colno down to earth in connection \Yith ou1· 
timber suppJir,, and we should initiatp " 
move in the direction of S'"curing the lllf.r· 
kots, irrespective of whatever reduction in 
price or cost may bo nccoseoary. \V c 1nust 
provide work for those usually cn1ploy9d 
in the industry, and, above all, we s.honld 
rct1-in l.tlO money in Australia, instead of 
exporting it for the purpose of purr'hasing 
foreign timberA. We should nul import 
he,rvy supplies of foreign timbers and at the 
sLrrle tirne hold up our o1vn timbers for 
another fifty years. 

1Vlr. CLAYTON: And have Olll' own timbers 
decaying in the scrubs, 

Mr. DUFFY: That has hapJwncd. 
Recent]:, I appeared before the Tariff Board 
in I\1clbourne when evidence was given on 
behalf of Australia's native timbers. \Ye 
were endeavouring to induce the rrarifi 
Board to rocommc ne! to the Federal Govern· 
ment that ample protection "hould be given 
to our tin,bers. \Vo all know that the fir,t 
decision gave no probction whato,·or to 
Queen<Sland tiinbcrs; but pl'Cf'snre \Yas 

brought to bear, and the duty on Oregon 
pine w:cs raised by 4s. 6cl. pe1· 100 sup<'rficial 
feet. 

Lll--11'. Duffy. 

Unfortunately for North Queensland, 
c:abinet timbers-the Yory timbers we were 
interested in-received no extra protection 
worth mentioning. They certainly did 
receive an increase in tariff rates from 10 
to 30 1wr J;cnt.; but that only represented an 
increase from approximately lOci. to 2s .. 6cl. 
)•Cl' 100 superficial fc,ot. The actual effect of 
the increase will not give us the desired relief 
in so far as the in1portation of log timber 
i.; concPtncd. At that .rnccting it vvas pointed 
out that of the iota! labour involved in 
producing sawn timbc'r 60 )JCr cent. must be 
allotted to bringiDg the logs fron1 the scrub 
in the mill. and 40 per c'"nt. in producing 
the ·a\Y:rt tirnbcr; V('t. for son1e reason or 
othr r. 5-a"\vn tjrnbcl: recciYPS protection to 
the ntcnt of 12s. 6d. per 100 snporficial feet 
as again;,t 2"'. 6d. protection gi,-cn to log~. 
rrhe relative vrotcction i.;; out of all pro­
poi'tion. If \Ye could only induce the Govern­
ment to protect our cabinet timbers to the 
f'_,cnc· extent as the protection given to saw11 
timber. we could revive the timber industry 
in J\"orth Queensland ugain. It is heart­
breaking to go around the timber -districts. 
which eighteen months ago were a hive of 
indu try, and witness the almcst complete 
idleness of th~ indu'·try. The men engaged 
in the inclnstn do work-thev are not time­
killers; and the" whole of the plant. is at 
pr(-cnt idle, with no prospect of any irrlme­
cliato recoYerv. It hrs been stated that th.' 
inclustrv is idle because the trade is not 
there; 'but in1portations fron1 oth0r countrie" 
an' arriving j nst. the sarne. I doubt y0r:v 
Blnch \vhcthcl'. cYcn wht'll there is a revival 
in the timber industrY, we shall recover 
the tl·aclc in cabinet tin16~~rs unlc~s we receive 
added protection. It \\"CH!ld not he fair to 
a~k for higher tariff duties on inrportcJ 
cabinQt til':nbcrs unlrss \YC did smnething our­
~c1Ycs to rnert the situation. To that end a 
snbotantial reduction should be made in 
::;.tnn1p YaluP::; and a big- reduction in the 
railiug o£ titnbcr. It co5ts as u1ueh to rail 
a 1 ruck of logs 100 n1il(;;; as it does to ship 
i imbcr from the Philippine hlancls to Sydney 
or fro1n ~C'\V York to SYdney. Th0 raihvav 
frcigh1- charge is quite rlbsu1·d. ~ 

\Yo have also been told that the slump 
in the timber indu,,try in North Queensland 
is accounted for by shippers shipping unsuit­
a blc ti1nbers o"\·er.scas, especially to An1erica. 
bnt that assertion is quite wro11g. The con­
tributing factor in the slump of Quc~nsland 
1 i1nbC'l'S oycrseas is. iirstlv. the financial crash 
which occmTcd in Amcricn last September 
and October, rendering tho radio n1anufac­
turns .tnd other large users of our timbers 
bankrupt; and, secondly, to the refusal of 
American interests to allow QuoAnsland 
\r'alnut to be designated as such. Pcnnission 
v-as rc•fuscd to describe the tin1ber as Aus­
tralian walnut. In fact. the Tariff Board 
rcfu",ed io allo"\.Y it even to be known as 
''~tin ut. \Y c are told that there is sufficient 
of our ti1nber to last tho trade in ... l\n1erica 
for nine to t-,, elve months. and at the end 
of that period portion of our trade will be 
recoYcred. 

RecentlY in :'\crth Cu<'ensland a scheme 
was rnooicd, vvhich "\vc hope to bring to <~· 
~uccessful fruition. to use our S''condary and 
cheap timbers which arc to-clay burnt in the 
scrub when farm-clearing-. \\'ith this timber 
\Ye hope to be able to replace the cheap 
tirnbcr irnportcd from Nor,vay and s,yedell. 
If the scheme is successful, it will assist 
H?t.tlcl's on ~crub lands, inaRrnuch as it vvill 
giYe then1 s01uething for \Yhat to-da-.:- co·~ts 
them quite a few pounds per acre to clear. 
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I bolieyc that nu1ny con~iderations that h:_·vc 
been taken into acCount in the nast in regard 
to tho tin1ber indu3t'rv will ha\ c; to be 
thrO\Yll ovPrboarcl inuiH~cliatelv. bl cause \V8 
c ~nnut lHl' (' uur ow11 rucn walkinu· about 
]ook1u~- for \VOrl;: and cur plants idle, whilst 
aL the s~nne t1n:_n i111Dorted tirnbcr::~ are being 
used in the countrJ. 

One of the big lo··-~c,, su~taincd in Oucen:3-
land is in rcsph:t of rhc railwavs; indeed, 
practically tho whole of the ddirit in years 
gone b- has been due to the losses incurred 
in rR~h\-ay ·working. I do not b 'licvo it 
posPiblo to balance the railway accounts 
imrnediately. 

)ir. KIRWAN: You don't? 

Mr. DCFFY: J\'"o, and neither does the 
hon. momhor; but l. hc·lieYe the locs can he 
reduced hv at least 50 per Cc'lit'., and possibly 
75 pc'r cl'nt. Of couc ~. the balancing process 
would tab' 11 long period. I would like to 
see some schome evolved under which the 
rail\.\;1y cnlployef'~~ would be giY('n sorne 
further intr>rt:'st in assioting- to reduc·e the 
deficit on the rail ways. It would go a long 
way if tl1ogo men were giYcn a hand in the 
nranagcrnent and. an interL,~t in anY reduction 
of lo··scs which they effected. To-day 
tlwro arc some men in the Railway 
Dcvartrncnt who do not pull their weight; 
y~_~t the good, cous-eicnl-ious worker, who \vorks 
in the interest' of the dc'partment:. g-ets no 
mm.o considcrut.io.:_1 than the othcr man. If a. 
~.chcnw \'\>'{~re introduced bv which railwavmen. 
wou1d participate in any sv.xings \Yhich were 
effected 011 the rai]·y, fl. ... , .. ~, Hwn I think we 
would srcm·o the active C'>·operation of 90 
per CP11t'. of ralhvay ('Inployccs in au effort 
to wip(' out the dd1rit. If we wer2 relieved 
of 50 per cent. or 75 per cent. of the loss on 
the ra!h\ av'', it wonld rncn.n that n:,:tnv reduc­
tic,ns tlrl( YI,Till pro 1 ):1bl:~ be rna,_l in other 
Yotcs :or Lh1" "t"~tr \Yould not take place. 

I jo1n wit~l othPr other ll:1L'l:tb-crs in n:gret­
tiJ)g thn nt•re,;sibT for so ~·c of the n1car,-.. which 
th0 GcvPnLtlCnL \Yill h~tYc to t1kc this voar 
to baL1nee tho Ld'\t'l'; lmt it F"CC ·n~ to rne 
that tho:-.e nc•-plc -\ ho think th<Y hayc a 

· t'o-t' · rt'gard to rlction that 
v·i!J bark in 

n•nch as 
adniinjs­

,-erv 
1ime, \YC 

to us for 
workers 

next YL: 1· o1· c~ r0aliso 
Gov :-rnmc H v:ill have to 

after all, for their bcnC'llt :.::tnd 
fer t:he b H•'fl t .•£ tlHJS8 .,. ·l-: ·_. follow then1. 

It jg us:.:lcs.s at.ten1pting t.o keep up the 
pr(·-;cr~t \vagp 1vh0n \"'1-o knov; that the 
whole \VorlJ. js against u;;<. \Ve have to face 
the position. and the GoYornmc nt "·ill have 
to fac,, the position, whether it is pleacant 
or not. If vvc~ ran get a better nndcrstauding 
antong'~t the people of Qu''Bldland as to 
why this should be done, then we shall not 
have the meetings of protest that wo have 
had recently by some of those who ha>e 
suffered reductions. I rcgrPt that it was 
ncccssar:v to make those reductions, but I 
hope that the rtldu~od cost of living and 
the general prosp0nty that we hope will 
follow shorLiy will more than compensate 
t!>em, and v·ill also givo better opportuni­
tJcs for then boys and giris in the near 
future. 

Question-"That the Address in Reply be· 
adopted "-put and passed. 

1930-2 I 

SUPPLY. 

Co;.:snrrnoK oF COl.DHTTEE. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC IN­
S'l'RUCTIO='J (Hon. R. i\11. King, Logan) : 
I beg to move-

" That the I-Iousc \vill, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a C'om1nittee 
of the V'lholc to comider the Supply to 
be granter! to Ilis l\1aj,, ,ty." 

Quc;tion tmt ancl passed. 

WAYS AXD :MEANS. 

COKSTITT:l'IOK OF CO'IIMITTEE. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STHrC'l'lON (Hon. R. ::\1. King, Logan): 
I beg to move--

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the ·whole to consider of vV ays and 
:\leans for raising the Supply to be 
granted to Ilis :\Iajesty." 

Question put and pas<ed. 

I:';'SPECTIO~ OF MACHINERY AND 
OTHER AGTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

IxlTIATio~ I~ Co11~nTTEE. 

(Jfr. Robuts, East Too!coombn, in the chair.) 
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 

INDUSTEY (Hon. II. E. Sizer, :-Jandgate): 
I beg to 1novc~ 

" That it is desirable that a Bill bo 
introduced to amend ' The Inspection of 
Machinery Acts, 1915 to 1925,' and other 
£\cts in ecrtain particulars." 

The Bill. although containing twenty-three 
clauses, ls o£ y __ ·ry rninor inrportance. There 
arc only three principle.~ iHYolvcd. The first 
alteration is due to the fa•"t that the Gov8rn­
Incnt have tran~ferred the adrninistration of 
the Inspection of M -cchinCl'y Act from the 
Department of Public \Vorks to the Depart-
ment of Labour and Industrv. Thi, ha 
ucccssitatcd certain verbal alte~·ation3 in the 
prc-,ent Act. 

The next 11rinciple makes proyision for the 
;:: x:an.i::_]atio;r of rhotor n1cchanic.s. \Ye al 
proYidiug for the holding of examination:-; 
1_, lv-Tt!)? motor rncrhanic') rnay receive ccrti­
hcatL, of corn potency according to the pas~. 
obtained. 

Mr. i'ULCOC'<: \Yill the examination be 
n1L;.ndatur-; ? 

The SECHL~TARY FOR L_\BOUR A:,;D 
I"'DUSTHY: No-·not mand<l.tory-purely 
voluatary. Ou the other hand, it is pro­
po ed that Qucen,land UniYusit:· students 

who have obtained their quali­
[7.30 p.m.] fying dcgre'' in enginePring. 

and \vho have served sixteen 
months in a practical ,,-orkehop, shall be 
allowed to sit for the examinatwn held by 
the depa.rtmcnt. 

Allother point is that whc're machiner:y­
hoilers particularly-is known to be efficient, 
the Bill gives the chief inspector discre­
tionary power as to whether the boiler shall 
be i1 spectcd e\-ery year or at such othe1· 
periods as he may think necessary. 

Mr. HYNES: That is da.ngerous, is it not? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I;\;DUSTRY: No. The chief inepcctnr of 
machinery says it is not dangerous at all; 

Hon. H. E. Sizer.] 
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rtnd. ;.vhf'r" n hoil('l' i~ known to be 0ftlcient, 
Le ,,.,-ill defer ih,, iusp.:~ction for two Yl'f r~ or 
-, Jn ._' vcr period in 1Ii-; dis-cretion he deen1s 

TlF• chief inspector advis('s that 
~ be no lo~.; of efficiency in·.-olved. 

This !€ a geueral pO'\-cr Living the chief 
h'!SPCctor mor,· latinu1c in e:=-rtain directions. 
\YC n1ust asstune th2t he will nse his discre­
tion to tw: best adYanta~·c without inlpa.ir­
in; tlw eifif'ienry of Loi1Prs or c ngine::;. 

Thv other point i' pnrcl.Y conscquentia l 
on that principle. r\ difficul-t;- has cropped 
np in thL' dcpartnll'Ht iu connection with 
rninor prosc,cution~. J t is found frotn l'£'C,'nt 

experience that ·the mocle of procedure to 
6eenrc l'L-cOYt:Tv of fee,, is exh·cu1clv cumber­
st.HHP. On on'e OC'(·n;;;;.ion the chie( inspector 
of 111 ,chiuL\rv, the chiP£ clPrk. and four or 
fiv~~ other ~ffic, r:-t of tlw dt'partlncnt were 
k0pt waiting all day at a cost of about ten 
tin1es rnorP than the fcps in question. This 
a1nendnH:nt 'vith rP?,ard to fees is being 
n1adc on 1h2 advic>t' of the Crown La'v 
Department. 

That practica.lly rovpr' all there is in the 
Bill, which is one entirely for discussion in 
Committee. 

An 0PPOSITIOX J\IEi\JBER : Are there any 
provisions relating to nutclJiuer~~' nosed in 
shearing sheds'! 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A="D 
INDUSTRY: Small engines under 60 
circular i nche;; will bP exempt from the 
operations of the Bill. I do not think there 
is any further information needed at this 
stage. As the Bill is purely a machinery 
Bill. I do not propose to say muc,h on the 
sPcond reading: but I will supply all the 
information nocesoary when wo get to the 
Committee stagP. 

Mr. W. FOIWA:\ S:\IITH (JJ.ackay): I 
have listened very carcfullv to the informa­
tion w.hich the J\finister ga":,e on moving the 
motion. ThPre can be no doubt that the 
Bill is one that can be d<'alt with more fullv 
at the Committee stage: but it is well to 
remember that at this stage \VC eotablish the 
relevancy of any arncndnlE'nts t)wt may be 
made to the Dill: in other words, the prin­
ciples on which the Bill is founded are laid 
dmvn rti this stage of the proceedings. 

The first point mentioned by the :Minister 
is the intention to transfer the administra­
tion of the Act from the Department of 
Public 'Ymks to that of Labour and Indus­
try. I can undcr,tand that. from the point 
oi view of general aChninistra tion, that 1nay 
bt- a di-:tinrt eonvPniencf~. Of cour:~e, as in 
tlw c • c of all othn Acts of Parliament. 
that is n rnaticr of intcrnnl arrangement 
for the GoYnnmcnt of the clay. The prin­
cipal Acl says that it shall bc administered 
lw the :'iccc·etarv for Pnblic \Vorks or such 
other ~Iinister as ll1a V be fl·orn time to time 
dnrgcd with that clut.v; so tiPt no change 
of prin!~iple is involved. 

Th,, next point ra;srd by the ::\tinistcr has 
bcf'n di~cu::.:3c.cl YeJ·y fully in various quarters. 
Tlw RoYal A utomobilc Club of Queensland, 
for eYarnple, has been prc·"sing for the regis­
tration of motor n1cchanics for ,~on1e time, 
its point of Yiew being that a certificate of 
compctc·ncy 'Yould be a protection to the 
general public who haYP occ".sion to use the 
senicr-- of such artiemh;. I have quite an 
op0n mind at this stage• on this section of 
the Bill. Certainly the public have a right, 
when thc.y hand over any machinery to be 
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repaired or ~t}H'rwi~c de -tlt v·:ith, to hn.v0 
~·o1no guarantee that t:1n \YOrk ,,-ill be carried 
out. b:v· co·npctont rncn; and, gcnera1ly speak­
it:..:,. a cc~rtif1cnic of cmnpch•nc·.v is•:ncd under 
a 'tahtc of t],is kind \Youl,l. without doubt. 
be smnc form of such guarantol'; but in t,_1P 
di:;:cu~~;o!ls that haYe taken place as to thP 
cl sirability of r:.·gi.ter}rg rnotor nlCchanics 
I sornetinH's think that the n1cchanic ha~ 
often been hla 11cd for fcudt:v \York, \Yhoroas 
the· gPncral utlrninistration of the garage or 
f<_t('<•)l',V wa~ responsible for the clf'fcct-. rrhe 
•·xccuti·;p in c>ontro1 of any class of 'York 
in\Tolvi:1g· skill un.d CLtftsraanship lay8 down 
t1w standard of , 1"-jlJ or \YOd~n1anship 
n:qui:t.._'d from bis ernployees. If cheap and 
LnltY material i, us0d. that i' the fault of 
thf' t-xrcntiYf'. If insnfllcient tin1e is allowed 
or inefficient apl1lia.2,ce;;;;. are available for 
1hc• Uoc' of tlw 'ucchanic, that is not !he fault. 
of a rncchunie. I haYP smnetirnes thought 
that. mther tin1n "'"k to obtain " remedy 
bv the granting of a certificate to the 
clnployce. "·hich would be liahle to cancella­
tion in tlw <'vPnt of defective work bemg 
founcl. it might be vvort.h considering the 
rPg-istration of n1otor garages, for oxarr1ple, 
an'cl n1aking rhe 01vners responsible for the 
quality of tlw work executed in their rcspec­
h vc work<hops. It is an old trick on the 
part of some people to blame faulty .work­
manship on !he employee, whereas rt has 
been the executive control of the factory 
that has been to blame. However, the point 
to safpguard is that no close corporation 
shall be formed under a measure of this 
kind. Parliament from time to time. w1th 
tlw best intention in the world. has placed 
on the statute-book in the public interest 
laws which have unwittingly cesulted in the 
creation of do·:e corporations which have 
Pnabled certain persons to exploit the general 
public. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOtTR AXD IXDtTSTRY : 
That is why this Bill is wanted. 

Mr. W. FORGAN S:\IITH: For i~stance. 
tho Opticians .Act -wa~ passed j_u the best 
iJ.tl'l't'sts of the people who, hke myself. 
1't'quire the ftid of gla~~r~s. \Yhat has been 
tlw re ,uJi? J am informed on the• yerv best 
o uthority that r:hc pnhlic are being ch~ugcd 
pricl~s for the s~,rvicc-.: of rpg·i8tercd optlrlRJ?:-' 
that arl' far in exct j::i of thP n"al econon1H' 
Yalun of the "'otk. I eon1d giYc conr;etP 
t'Yidcncc on thJt poi11t. Clo~e corporation~ 
in the interests of cerr·ain ppopl0 -which cnabll~ 
th•;m to exploit the general public ":r'' 
cntirclv und(~'iil'ablc; and in graating certifi­
cate:-:; o~f ! onlpt'tcncy of any charartcr shc·;;illg 
snccial abilitY, P;~rlianu:nt will have to scru~ 
t1ni~e all C'1 '~u;.-, in Bill;:; yen," c1osvlv in the 
futme, so t'lnt the nublic will be protected. 
The public bene the right to bP protected 
against tlw quack. Thcv havo the nght to 
b:-~ protcrtcd :_1gainst fnulty worlnnansht;P, or 
fau!tv nrofc"-'.;ional work, and, in addltJon. 
thev 'JJO:ye the ri~ht' to be protected ngninst 
the.!-, 1rpics \Yho · c:harg·c undul~- high pri~es 
for their scT\-iC('S bv InC,lnR of an ooporturnty 
g]y('ll thf?nl under n statute that {lid not 
ii·tend ·.urh a Lhing· to be do1L~. 

The propo;;;al to 11L'JHit uni,·C'rs1t.'-" si."udents 
to sit for exmnination nftc-r ~ixtcPn rnon+hs' 
practical "' ork is prohahly quitl' all right. I 
know that in nucenslnnd, uuder the fac:ultv 
of cnrincering at the uniYcr·city, excellent 
work has lwni done, and that the ·de<:;r"-" of 
Bachelor of l~nginccring· of the Quccnsla~.cJ 
1)nivcrsity, having regard to the 111~11 \YhO 

hav-e been trained there. is recog-msed as 
being of a high standard wherevpr snch a. 
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·(]( :!·;·cf' i~ k:1o-1Yn. The facnltv of engineer~ 
n:c Ht the Qu.:•c'n~lund l~nlvc•r,it:v· is one of 
\', hic!1 tht• 2hl ~ ha C'Ycry l'C:Json to be proud. 

T:H' :".1'AY!Y 1·0H Pu!!LlC \YoRr~s: It is 
t•L · nl highc .t .,:cand.rrrJs in Au::Jtralia. 

~\! 1'. \\~. L ORGA:'\ S:III'l'H: Sew•1 or eiu·ht 
ng(l a vropo,,,d \\-.!-- 1nade at a Pren1iers' 

fr•rnwc· that thP law. rolati11g to 
Jnat'hincry and C'ngi1F('"in5;; grnPrall.v should 
b tn:ong-in lnto eo11fonnit:v in aU the State~ 
i'l tll'J C<:'JJnntoil\Vf·:Jith; and it \Vas def'ided at 
llh· <'onfProwe that tlw Quo•'llF;and Act should 
L-_• tak n af' t!w basis fcH· 1be otbPl' States tu 
folio.,. At the prP"'llt time thero i • no 
1 r<ei1 lroclt:: bet \YC''H thC' iStatp-, on the qucs­
ticn of the ~T.~nting of c·en·ifil ltes. That is 
L:~. ''ay. a c,'ltificatP uLdcr thr Oueenslancl 
_,\et for an <·lH6no-dri·n,r i:-, not of nPccssity 

•ptr 1 b:, ::\ t'\Y SnnJ 11 \\-ale:-:. and Yi('c Ycr~a. 
objPf·t uf thl• ag·reenlClit at the Pren1icrs' 

Conference \YUS to briurr thP la-w into con­
£onultv in tho 'arious Stan~~. so that there 
would ·bL' one standard for the Yarious classes 
of ~killed work throuf[hout the Couunon­
\\t-.dth. alld th(~ Quec•nsland A(·l~ was accepted 
'" t!H' basis. The l\1ini.•t'Pr will find in the 
dPpartJnf'nt a larg{~ arnount of correspondence 
in regard to thP matter. During· my time a;; 
HP(Tf'tarY for Publie 'York:-; \VC (;ould not 
nroeccd . bee a nsc of LhP fact that in other 
81 a tf's they had J;ot broug-ht their standard 
llJI to that oi Queensland. I should like to 
know from the Minister whether anything· 
has been done in the matter of reciprocity 
bet\VE"f'n th0 various States, and \'vhether anv 
fnrthPr progre~os has been rnadc in rf'gard t~ 
the adoption of a uuiform standard as 
hf'tWC'Pll the Yarious States. A vear or hvo 
ago a confprpncP of rPsnonsiblc officers of the 
ym·ious States was held. but I am unable to 
'"." wh<'t'!H'r any finality was reached. 

ThP question of whether boilers should bP 
jnspeetcd P\~er.v two Yt:'ars instead of annually 
i;; ouc with \vhich we can deal more fullv 
wllPn di,cussing tlw details of the BilL 
\\~lwthcr a boiler require;; attention everv 
year or CYL'I':V hYo veat·s dppcnds. first of all. 
upon the original f'Onst n1ction of ihf\ boilPr 
it·:,,c1f. upon the ('are \Vith whif'h it has beou 
attelJ{kd. the uses to \Yhich it has been nut. 
and it·, age. 

The real basis of this Bill is to protect 
human lives. and it would be YPrv undcsir~ 
ablP to save a fc•\v fees -if hun1an ·lives 'verc 
l'ndang·cred in the administration of this 
law. Certain people C',ntrolling machinery 
will ly• l'Plea·cc1 fron1 the a.dyantagc of 
haYing that rnachinfry inspected. and there 
will 1Jf' no po]ici11rr of it. Th-is la'\T has 
application chicflv . to per'DY!S '.vho would 
do litli" m· nothing in regard to tlw main~ 
t' nmH·(• of nu1chincry unl< ');;:: corn polled to 
du ~o. That i~ a rnahur vvhich has to b~~ 
:-i(-rutlni::;cd very clo~cJy. 

TIH'll the pa,~age of thi;; Bill ''"ill result 
in a lo~s of revenue to the dollarhncnt. Fees 
arl' unlv col!l'ctcd as a n >ult of the actual 
ln,..pt•cti.on of n1achinery. and ovYncrs of 
boiler~ relicYecl from an annual inspection 
will to that extent be sayod the payment of 
fC'es, and the wisdom of doing so. from th<' 
point of YiC'w of actual pafcty to those in 
attendance on those boilers and to the fac~ 
torips ,djaccnt thereto, will have to be dis~ 
('Ll'···ed during the later stages of the Bill 
bC'forc' I. personally, will be prepared to sup~ 
port that principle. 

Tlw Bill also, as the Minister stales. does 
a\\""ay w·ith tbe proYision requiring certifl-

catcd n11?l1 to look after certain cla3.5es of 
m a' hincrv. Tho full extent of the opera~ 
tions of that clause is one which, ioo, will 
ha Ye to b ~· scrutiniJcd very carefully. and 
I v.:ill rcsL'rve conuncnt on that aspcDt of 
the Bill until I have seen the whole of it. 

Qucc,;ion put and pac,cd. 

The Ilouse rc~unH'cl. 

Tho CHAIR~L\:)1 reported that the Commitl<·,, 
hg,d con1e to a resolution. 
Hc~olnbon agr .... cd to. 

FmsT READIKG. 

The SECllETARY FOR L_\BOUH A]','D 
I:'-;D'CSTRY (Hon. H. l~. Sizer, Sandgate) 
presented the Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill be now read a fir,~t 
time." 

Question pnt and passed. 
Second roading of tho Bill made an Order 

of the Dcty for to~morrow. 

CORO:!\'ERS BILL. 
INITIATION IN Co~niiTTEE. 

(Jlr. Ilobcrt,,, East Toowoornba, in the chai·r.) 

The ATTORNEY~GF,NERAL (Hon.·:-!. F. 
Macgroarty, South Brisbane): I beg to 
move-

,. That it is dosirable that a Bill be 
introduced to consolidate and amend tho 
law relating to the holding of inquests 
of death and inquests concerning fires." 

The object of this measure is to bring the: 
law relatin'" to the holding of inquests o! 
death and 

0 

inquests concerning fires to !1 
more up~to~date form. The Inquests of De.ath 
Act is dated 1866, and the Inquests on Frres 
Act is elated 1863. There has been no change 
in the law since that period, and events hap~ 
pcned last year which were. brou~ht very 
forcibly before ihe pubhc not1cc whrch made 
it appear to c\~crybody that the law m thB 
nuttier wa~ antiquated and inco1nplete, and 
that it, was desirabk that new legislation 
should be placed on the statute-book bringing 
the matter up to date. Under this legisla~ 
tion coroner.':i \vill be appointed in every 
di~tric:t. The police Inagistrate, in the .Grst 
jn~1 'lncc, '·ill Uc the coroner in !'very district 
or tow11; failing the po!icP magistrate) the 
actin!.( police' magi,trate; failin!S both these 
(J;lici .. lb~ the clerk of petty session . ..; or acting 
clerk of petty sessions; and, failing all of 
tlu'sc per;:;OI1t:J

1 
a jllstice of the l)('.tcn. 

Pro-..-i.jon is also 1nadc in -the Bill for the 
apJlOintrnent for n, coron{\i' in the Brisbano 
an•a. and in an~' other tO\YH \Vht·ro clecrned 
ll(·cc.:-:sary L=.,.· the Go,·ernor in Council. 

Mr. \\~. FoUG\K s~\liTil: Do you propO>C 
to lu:t\"O inl1Uests iu all ea ,ps '[ 

Th0 _\TTOR::\EY~c.a;:\ER"\L: There Is 

)lrov-isioa that a coroner shall hold an inquest 
of d0ath under cc:·tain conditions set out. 
Tnqueots on fin's will be held at the discre­
tion of thn coroner, at the direction of tho 
~\lini~trr. or on the specific application of 
,ny in;:;urauce con1pany. It is proposed to 
repeal f·cdion 26 of the Insurance Act, which 
provides that, in the case of a loss exceeding 
£50. it is imperativ-e to hold an inques& 
conrerning that !Ire. 

:\h. \Y. FORGAN SmTH: What are iho 
conditions which will determine whether an 
inque>t shall be held in the case of a person's 
dPath' 

Hon. N. F. Macg1·oarty.] 
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Those arc 
all set out, and ,,-ill be explained later. If 
any rnsuranco CJDlpany wunts an inqueqt 
cone~ r:ning a fire, it \V ill be provided -with 
the nt'cessary n1achinery. 

A vie ;v of the body in connection with an 
irJquest oi death will not be nec<'SSary unleos 
muercd by the Minister. 

Tht're will be the u.mal power of mmmon­
ing wit ncsse3 and infi icting flnes for tho non­
attendance of \vitnesscs. 

~Ir. POLLOCK: Are you removing the pro­
vision that enables hvo persons to '>ecure an 
inquest? 

Th,• ATTORSEY-GENERAL: Yes. 
l\Ir. \V. FOl:G.\N SmTH: \Yhat about view­

ing the bodY? 

The A.TTOR"'EY-GE:-JERAL: An inquest 
of death will be imperative in certain cases. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: \Vhat are those cases? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You will 
get that on the second reading. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It is usual to give the 
information now. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yery well. 
Clause 5 provides that every coroner shall 
lo.ave jurisdiction throughout Queensland to 
inquire into the manner and cause of death 
of any person \Y ho is killed, found drowned, 
or dies a sudden death, tho cause unknown; 
or dies under susniciou"' or unusual circum­
stances; dies while under an amtCsthetic in 
the cour,e of a modical, surgical, or dental 
operation; dies a11d no certificate of a medi­
cal practitioner has hcen given as to the 
cnu'c of death; dies within a vear and a 
clay from the elate of any acci.dent where 
the crruse of dr·:lth is directlv attributable 
to such accident; di~~s nndc,r" such cir~_,un1-
stancos that, in the opinion of the Minister, 
the canso a~1d circurnstances of such death 
should bo n1orc dcarlv a.nd dcfiuitelv asccr~ 
talncd: or dies 111 "any pri:::;on hospital, 
hospit'tl for tho insane, oe in any insti~ 
tut1on und0r such circurn:-!ances ns 'l:o 
r ~quire un ir:.:1ncst 111 pursuaHctJ of the 
Act or any other Ad It shall be the clutv 
o£ tho ccH·ouer to inquire into the n1aunt :. 
and cause of any death under ,-ny of the 
circumst .. nces set ferth in the ~'<et. 

:\fr. IV. FORGAN S:HITH (Jiackay): I 
listened very c.trefally to tho cxpl..tnation 
given by the Attorney-Ger1eral. There is no 
doLtbt that there is a public demand for a 
me .csure of this kind. There is a publio 
opinion in fayour of nJodernising and brin!:!~ 
ing UD to dntB the law relating to iiJquirieJ 
into the cause of death under certain circum~ 
stanccF. In tho past it lms been the pr ctice 
of the Police' Department to investigate in 
cas2s of violent death. and where suspicious 
circurnstances surrounded the rnatter a 
rnagisterjal inquiry 1vas held. It v.as not 
compulsory that such an inquiry »heuld be 
held. If, however, two persons demanded 
that an inquiry should be hr ld, then under 
the law that inquiry was usually held, but 
very largely it was left to the discretion of 
the Homo Secretary, who acted on tho police 
report as to whether an inquirv should be 
held or not. Quite a number of cases occur 
in which all the circumstances are clear and 
definite. \\'here the circumstances are clear 
and definite and point to nothing in the 
nature of criminal action, then there is no 
need to hold an inquiry to establish what 
is already known, and in those cases the 

[lion. N. F. J11acgroarty. 

Home Secretary does not proceed. How­
ever, as the Attorney-General pointed out, 
last year there was considerable publi0 
demand in connection with this law, and it 
has been felt that the matter should be 
placed beyond any question of expediency 
as to whether an inquiry should be held or 
not. In other words, the opportunity should 
not exist for citizens of the State to feel that 
an inquiry would be held if desired. or that 
an inquiry would be suppressed if desired 
for anv reason. That is whv it is uesirable 

• that the Minister should place 
[8 p.m.] beyond any shado,- of doubt the 

conditions under which a coroner 
shall carry out the purpo• e of his office 
within the m€'aning of the terms of this 
measure. The Minister, I understand, 
rPsurrect~d some defects in the law which 
demanded that the magistrates should impect 
the body pending inquiry, and I happen to 
know that magistrates found this difficult to· 
honour without any public purpose being 
sened. I have met magistrates who have 
told me that, in the case of fatal accident 
or sudden death from various cause-s, they 
have been called upon bv the police imme­
diately to view the body where no public 
purpose could be sen-ed under such condi­
tions. 

ThP £\TTORXEY--GEXERAL: In Yiew of the 
dccision3 of the court. 

:\fr. W. FORGAN S:VIITH: Yes. The 
::\1inistcr has not given us any information, 
or, if he diu. I did not follow him clearly, as 
to \YhcthPr that i; nccessarv unum- this new 
law. " 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No; it is specially 
proviclcd that it is not necessary to view the 
hotly. 

Mr. W. FORG \N SJ'.,HTH: The Bill is 
one \vhlch we can go into n1ore carefully 
wl1cn \. hcn~e the opportunity of considering 
ir,; : bnt then' can be no doubt at all 
th<tt it L!csinblc that ihe law rc-lai 'ng to 
illc,nirics i1,to dt•aths under C('rtain circum­
.-:.1·t~nce·:· shcuicl Le phcC'd bcyoud any :o:hadO\V 
of doubt nncl the public be relieved entirely 
of a11y idea thnt. inquiries C''ln be held or 
withheld for certain rca.~·•ns. 

Quc·tio11 pnt and passed. 
The lio11 c l'CcHlilCcl. 

The f'ILiiTIJ\:f reported that the Committee 
lHtcl conF ro n, 1'( '~olution. 

Rc~olution a.rrrccd to. 

FIRn RE.IDING. 

Tho ATTORNEY-GENlmAL (Hon. N. F. 
~,Incgro<ert;., Su··th !Jri,,baw) presented the­
BilL and nlOY0d-

" That the Bill be nmc read a first 
tin1e." 

Question put and pacscd. 
Second reading of the Bill made an Order· 

of the Day for to-morrow. 

ART rNION REGULATION BILL. 

b;ITIATIOX IN CoM~IITTEg. 

(Jir. 1/oberts, Past 'J'oowoomha, in the chair.} 
The ATTURNEY-GEXERAL (Hon. N. F. 

Mac;sroariy. Sonth Bri<:brne): I beg to 
'lllOY<?-

"That it is desirable that a Bill be 
intl'Oduccd to make better provision m 
re la t.ion to lottcriu; and art unions, 
raflles, and drawings of a like nature, 
and for olher purposes." 
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The obicct of the Bill is to piece the law 
·<:nd praet'-ice with l'f q;a,rd to the gTanting and 
TCfnsin0' of art unions and similar proceed­
ings on a ;;:oundt'r b:tsis than at present. 
·S0ction 22:: rf the- ('frjminal Cc dB provides-

" An. pcr"'on \vho opons, keeps, or 
use"" anv place for carr_ving on a lottery 
of a11y ki11d winL d' is guilty of a mis­
dcrno;o.nour, and if'. liable to irnnri~onment 
with hard labour for three years. 

'' ThP tenn 'lottery' includes any 
·schenw or dt~Yico for the sale. gift. dis­
posal, or distribution of any property 
dopcndinp; tqwn or t~) be d·,- tcrn1ir>0d by 
lot or dJai;I'CJ wbcthcr by tho thl'owing or 
c>,sting: of dice or th(~ drawing of tickets. 
cards, ]Gt~. nurnhcrs. or fi!2;urc.:;, or by 
lE_uru vf <l vThePl or rraincd auinud, or 
OthC,_ \\ :d~ hO\YS0l'\TC'I". 

'' Tbi~ :-,,•c·tiOJJ do<.'S not apply to any 
lotren· ,, hich ha.". obt; ined the sauction 
of a t_:rown ht\V officer." 

·'That appcar:'i to he the only (uthoritv for 
tlL ~dlCtlOIIln~~- < f an~; loth~ry or art union. 

~Ir. J\Iru. :_~: D0c" l!Ot the Gamine: .Act 
dccl with it? 

The \TTUHC\EY-GE:\l<:IL\L: No. Rcgu. 
lat'io:Js haY' b en framl'-tl to deal with tho 
conduct uf art union~ ancl drawings; but it 
i. problcrnat:~al whether they would have 
the- force of law if contested: so that the Bill 
really proposes to nul.kc lcg·al art unions and 
~caerit's irrc"'pcctiye of any provision under 
th:: Gan1lng· Art 01· of the CL·i!ninal Code. It 
'"ill. of course. be read in coniunction vdth 
t lw Code all cl any proYisions of the Gaming 
c\et which might be held to deal with the 
rr1attcr in any way. 

}Jr. Pou.OC'K: Are oo;,·ou .u:o1ng to legalise 
frujt, nHlchine~~? 

The ATTORXEY-GE:\ER_'\L: No: that 
drJ' , not rcnne into it. 

C\Tr. POLLOC'c: \Veil. vou should. You 
-culled licen"c fees from them. 

An liONOt:R.\BLE :'.1E:IIBER: V\'hat about rac­
iilV 1 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is a 
matrcr for aJJothcr Aet. and it is proposed 
t,) amenll the Haceconrsc"' .... \et. 

:\1r. KIR\\.AX: I.; it nroposc<.l to legalise Hw 
'- Uoldcn Casket,. under this Bill? 

The Xl'TOR?':EY-GE="EHAL: No. 
·\Ir. linER: \Yill t·he Ei!!ht-hour Art 

r 1ion lJ.-• CllalJlccJ to operate under it? 

The ATTOHXI~Y-GE;-.;ERAL: Let me 
(');"plain. 'f1w Bill will nroYidc for art unions 
or lott0rie" in connection with carnivals or 
fair->. or incleneuclcntlv of them. for anv 
dwritnb!c or r•due1tional nurnosc, or for the 
pu rpof:c of 8 '-l~i~t ing· hospitals, ambulances. 
n·1 unwd ~~Jlrl.l('l'S and sailor.s' a~•-<ociations. and 
iJJ~titntions of line arts, for cxa1nplc. 

.\n Ot·i'CSL iOX I\1E}1BL-It: Politicalnurpose.,? 

The ATTOIU\EY.GE:\IEH '\L: No. not 
pnl~tira1. P{•oplr- in llC'C'f'Ssltous circumstancp.; 
"·ill bo d('::J lt with <;n sirnila r linos to thosr 
·n' prC:'i0Dt rollo\YE''f1. 

~\lT. Por.L0CK: \Yill it co,~cr ~idc-sho,vs at 
1b• Exhibition? 

T;,o \TTOIC\EY-GEXERAL: Side-shov,s 
cunnot be brought uncl< r the heading of art 
nnion8 or lottcrif s. 

_""fr. CLAYTON: \Yhat is a side-show'; 

The ATTORXEY-GK!'\EHAL: That will 
b , defined in tho Act. I propose to deal 

\\ .lth them in a diJfcrc:nt ·wav. \Vit:c r g·ar.d 
to art unions, \Yhethcr t 11CY bP C:0 11Hcctcd \vith 
r "rnivals. fair;-;. or otht r\YiSC', the nresent 
re:ulat:ions \Yi1l bn cffectiv£', and further r( ~u­
b'ions u.y b2 proclcimc·d. 

:\Ir. PoLLOCK: ·what ctcps will be taken 
b_,· n, per;-onn desirous of s£'curing pennission 
io hold an art union or a raffle for charit­
'' b!e purposes? 

Tho ATTORNEY-GENERAL: He will 
apply to the department, as is done now. 

:'.lr. l'OLLOCK: \Yhat will be the difference 
when the Bill ;s passed? 

Th A TTOR::\EY-GENERAL : A the 
1H'f,_::;1t tirn0 there a.rc regnla.fions govC'rn­
in. the m8,tter; but it is -doubtful whether the 
l'Pt~·ulntion, ''< ould have any force in lcuv, if 
they \YL'l'C contested. 

l\Ir. Dt:XLOP: IY.hat about '· LiberL· 
Fair"? 

Th~ ATTOR0JEY-GEC\ERAL: ,,m 
f'·-1'1i11g to that. The ~Iinister, iJ~ his discre­
tion. will be able to crant permits, and ,,.-ill 
be able to cl..nc{~l pcrrnits. 

Pro•:ioion is made in t!JG Bill for the audit 
and proper kPPping nf books in n~ga.rd to 
1n1dain1cd prize n10ll(~y. and Jlenaltie" ensue 
in respu~t of 1nisappropriation of prizes, 
fraudu!Pnt dra•sings, and for using funds 
oth(•r than for the purpoee approved. H 
v;as thought dcoirable that the J\Iini,-ter 
ohould toke the nccc,, an- power to grant 
pcrn1issinn to condnct carnivaJ~. bazaars 1 

fai1 J, side sho\YS, and Guch like prior to any 
Jlcrmission or liccme being granted by the 
local authority. At the prc:Oent time per­
missioll can bz: granted by a local authority 
to conduct carniv <Js. fairs, etc. It is pro­
J>Oscd by the Bill that a license must llrst 
b,, obtained from the denartment before the 
''anction of the local • anthoritv can be 
granted, subject, of course, to t'hc by-laws 
of the local auth01·itv. Side-shows arc 
<'numerated in the Biil. PermisJion will 
first of all have to be obtained from the 
d0parnno11t before a side-show or a carnival 
will be sanctioned by an agbcultural or 
B.how society. After obtaining perrrlission 
from the department, the person concerned 
is at liberty to obtain the ncces~ary pern1.is· 
-;ion frmn the 1nunicipality or the agricui­
tural or show eociety. 

~1r. KmwM': 'rhe·/ will havP to give a 
dl'!!lonstration to an -officer of your depart­
nlent? 

The A'l'TOH.NEY-GENERAL: That will 
be plovidcd for. The idea is to eanction 
side·shows and to exclude' those that arF not 
dcsin:bk. 

::VIr. PoLLOCK: By whose permiBSion 
they Oj1crate at the present time? 

do 

The ATTORC\EY-GE'.\'ER_\.L: 
operate entirely at the discretion of 
who conduct the ao;ricultural shows. 
"ill be dealt with bv the Bill. 

They 
those 
They 

);Ir. I'OLLOCK: At the present time those 
in control of thcoe gambling devices and 
g-a.rnP:'i of chaJ~f'c ha\ c not to secure permis­
~ion frotn· your dPpartment? 

Tlw ATTOIG\EY-GE~ERAL: No. Thev 
w~nld obtai11 permission from those con-­
trolling tlH~ P t;ricultura} .:;ho·w. r:rhe only 
rcmcdv in the hands of the Crown is to 
instruct the police to prevent certain gamb­
lin;; devices under the Gaming Acts. At tho 
p1·e..;eut ti111e tlH'ro is ·no necessity for per­
mi"ion tO be cc'Clll'Cd from the department 

lion. S. F'. Nacgroarty.] 



502 [ASSEMBLY.] A.rt C nion Regulation Bat. 

any n10re than perrnissi-on was nt:cc:;sary 
frorn the eh partn1cnt to .c;onduct a baza,ar or 
t·arniYal at Ips,vich or Toowoomba, for 
instanc . Certainly, on n1any occasions 
thcr" people have found it nece sary to apply 
to the depnrtmc:.1t for p:...rn1i1SP:on to conduct 
a .. rt 11nion in conjunction \\'ith carnivals 
a.nd f irs. Tho Bill proposes thr.t pern1ission 
for _,n these thinr:rs n1ust first of .. Jl be 
obtained from the de1V1.rtment. 

:\Ir. l' OLBY . y,~hn t concli ti ons a p11ly in 
l't'::-pf'-;.t of sldc·-::·-liOw) rmd gnLibling dcYict;s '? 

Tho :\TTOR:\"EY-GF:?\:ETI.\L: Thf'rc is 
a ~·rw('ial rwo,~i~.~on deal~n~. ith ~id~>sho"'.YR. 

~\Jr. For_.; y: \Yhat about t 1 ~c "chocoJ ih_' 
\Vhf'f'l :; Ut th; :·hO\: '? 

HYXE3: Or the " tattooed l~dy '?" 

Thc ATTOR:'\EY-GE:\ERAL: That is a 
R1dc:-show. (Laughter.) There is a cle=tr 
di ~.-::-inction beb;-een lotteries or art unions 
and ,r-.irlt: -sho\t .:1. Sidr-sho'.Y', operating in 
eonlH.:-d:,Jn <,cith annual shows, 'vhethf'r held in 
Bri:,banc' or in nn:v oi h-.: r to\Yn, have first to 
obtain r·-'rrni:'::,ion frorr1 ihe departn1cnt. \Ye 
alRo pr·.)po~o und(•J' this Bill to charge thcrn 
n, fee•. 

J\fr. T(ruw.\x: \ .... ou nro out after reYenue, 
then? 

Thf' ATTORXEY-CE:~ER.\L: \Ye are 
going to get a bit of r(":enne out of them. 
\Ye propo· ·-' to charge a fee in 1'·'6ard to art 
unions or lotteric.;;. 

~It. O'KEEFE: If an nrt Hnion is run foe 
a hospir.al, you propc'-'e to obtain reYcnuo 
fr01n it? -

The ATTOR:'\EY-GEC\ERAL: We arP 

going to charge a fpr in respect of th('ffi all. 

:'llr. HY~c'i: That means that a hranch of 
th0 Australian Labour Pruty will not bC' 
a blc to run an art union. · 

Tho ATTORXEY-GEXErL-\L: Thrv ·vdll 
cor,w wit hill the definition o£ tho bodies ·,.-hich 
a2·c prohil1dcd fron1 Jwldiilg an ~1rt union. 

::\lr._lTV :'\ES: \'on arc tr,ying to banl.stl·ing 
ot~_Lnl·('cl labonr. 

~\ TT()H:\1:Y-GE:\'ERA L: The hou. 
for To''.'ll'.:;sillt:.• ;::c0ms ouitL) C'Oll('E'JT: ·,c1 

abont tlw p:;_·o~lil,'tlon. " 

}~L fi ; ]_.~. · I .ln t·oncnnH d about it. 

The· :\TI(:.':':~,~~ -GENER .. \L: I can 
a·f::_n·c ilJ'' ho'l. m, ~;_· for '_llo,YllRYillc thh~ 
{;n 1:0 .1t 

1 
a poh~~_cal _bod,v rocei..-,-e 

f' r.ni t? !'Oanu(_:t Dl(Ytlnng 1n t:1c nature 
of nn ', un1c.n. It JS Lot Lc.cc~--.arv ~Jr thnlo 
~JO(~i,;; -~ (_~.), IJ: -~u1. u~ctFdinf~ · the rcgu­
~attnnt\ i 1lt na\·n l·e-en 111 forcP. ncYor 
ha be"n authority to confPr that porrnission 
upon t~1cn1. 

ILYXFS: Ti_ .. t j:; H1c r' td objrct of the' 

Th·- L\TTOP:.TEY-GE~~ER \.L: TlL:t ls not 
so .. Tl1r objcrt of the Tij1l · ·, to 1·egulatc art 
t~nwns. lottcric , <1.ncl ~idc-:::ho\vs. a,nd .c~ct ::1 
httl(' t't'YC11l!e ont of thcnl. · -

~\1r. }lYl\TS: And prCYf~nt th0 :\..ustra]jan 
Labour Part.n from gl'tting a little roYcnuc 
h:· that rrtt':ln;;:;. ' 

l\!r. :\TULL.\:'\ (F/indr.'·•): The Criminal 
Code declares art uniom. gue··sing competi­
tions, and lottcrjr-, of aH kinds unla,wful 
unless the ::llinistor· grants permits. The 
Mmtstet· now has full power to deal with 
them. Under the Gaming Act there is 

[Hon. N. F. 111·ac_q1·oarty. 

power to ]Wevent them bein,; held. .\s a 
mnttt of faf'L there jq a clear inconsjstenc:v 
lJc'hYt't.'ll the 8l.ql]Jl'C';-;,;;ioll of Ga~nblir:g Act 

tb' Crim-in l in rc~p·_'ct of th~"(~ 
~--\s b thr' ~111li~tC'~', th<~ 

.-\ c~ ..__~('cl are :1 rt 
\Yhc·r('· s under 

th<·,- tee illegal, 
th(' Attornl'Y­

Thr b\Y 'is 
r-.laiion to 

kind. 
-:' -r. Pcr.r,r:c \:. Tt ', -i!l JTl!lain Ln:'ati:,factol·.v 

ft l' th! Bil] 1s pa:-:..;ccl. 

:\lr. : J, "omc rcspccis it will 
acto~·.-·; but in other respects 

~.:JJL , irnproYC'm' 1:t. The Bill 
pro:_lo::: '~ to df'al '.':ith art union~, 
g·uc~~·lr·~·: cCJHl)Phtioll:->, gambEng of al1 
kind~. Th<J l\Iini~tPr bas poilltPd out that he 
pl'OJH>es to chn rg(' f(' with rrspe-et \.o all 
pcnuit'3 ;;1·nnivd. I thf' \Yi~donl of the 
Go....-PrllHH'nt charging a, for :->HC'h pcrn1its 
if they happ('H to b0 granted fo cluu·itable. 
religion~. f't:nrational. or lY\.triotic purpose~. 
The :J,Ii!li t r h"s i:.h1n·ttc'd th .. u· tlH~ GoYcrn­
nwut an' ]ll'i•par<'(l to angrnr:nt thf'ir revenue 
~J:V' partici11'~ting ln .the p:·oflL _of funds rai~ecl 
!)V 1110nns of Drt HlllOIB, 10tt0r1c.s. or gnes~1ng 
t"~mpPtitions ~or charitable. r0ligions. Pdura­
tionaL (·1' patriotic rn1rposc:;:.. In that. regard 
T 1mH clifT~r frnn1 the propoeal of the :'.1inis­
t,"r. It i:- on1v fnir to ··;,_y ih;~ 1 the _depar

1
t­

lnt-nt 1::; iuYolYod in a verY cons1derab1e 
t'X1Wnf1itnre i11 connection wifh this. n1at.t.t:or. 
S"i]l. \\'P arf' con1n1ith·cl to a g-rf'at amount 
of l '\:]lPlH1ihll'P in hondreds of other "\Yrtys 

]f·s~ importnnt: and -there is no rf'ason wh~~ 
w~· ~h lllld :-'iu:.rl0 ont this p1.rl:irulnr arhninis­
tratiY<" net of o·o\·ernnlC'llt for 1'110 pnrno~e 
of dc:·ivil!::" l'f'V~Lnc. T honesth: think t.hat 
;~,(~ GoYcn;n1( nt ou·0 proccPding' on nnsound 
1itJ •s wlH'll tl1P;.~ s0d\: to augrncnt thf' revenue 
fron1 lht' lH'G( '"f'd.;; of lotteries. art unions, 
r"ffics. etc .. hc·lcl for tlw purpos"s defined by 
ilw :Tini~t-~·r. I hone thP Attornc~7-Gencral 
:ill he brn;=rl i11 his outlook in- defining 

fhar:t·;.· rc-li;Y~Dll. c'ducntion, Dnrl patriot1,lm. 
f1· h- n,~r:,-;ir thai. \\'hf'n I held the 

·of _\tlornPY-G"·tcral and granted 
I tri(•cl ac pos-ihlc to meet 

eo ·1dC'rPd to the rmblic opinion 
11Lil ,Pr. I Y· a:-; \~crv libf'Tal narti-

0dncnJion, \vhich 
I hicrl to ITI( et 
ge~JcTalJy on that 

rnr·nllJ' rs ··aid that. I 
to t:;raut pennit .. , for the 

IYhich 1YC'r(~ later on deyot2d 
. Tbr'v nwv bflYP ('Or:lG 

v hie h. I' con£Css. I o;·harc~d 
i LnH" pnblie ·w:lrL"'d a g-rrJt 

dc::1l cf f'dut :;oH c~tJ :Jol1tirn1 r.;_nf'r-
;; tl . ..-; r,r:(: ir ~,y;;~ for tllat. rc-a~on l gaYe 
c·orwid(·rnble latitude in thP of 'per-

:\T:·. RR \ ·-n: \Yltv shottld you au~n1Pnt 
~·f'tU politic:.l funds' f1·on1 those 3ourceS '! 

J\lr. ;yrrLLA?\: I did no: augmC'nt my 
politi{:al fu·~tL. I 111crcly li-tcnr J to reqnesrs 
fl·on1 ho11. nFmhPrs; and I was honest a.nd 
inr·)ccnt c·lont;h h bcliove them! (Laugh­
ter.) 

\Ye have not ·.et hod an opportunitv of 
perusing thi<o Bill. That would have been 
of con"-idcr_- blt: adv-antage to us in enabling 
e. consjdercd opinion to be ginm on the 
\\'hole matter. At. this stage ono cannot 
criticise the Bill, and I do not propose to 
commit mvsclf on~; way or the other at 
present. · 
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1\Ir. POLLOCK (Grt[JOI".'J): Dy interjec· 
tion, I asked the Attorney-Gr.ncral what was 
his attitude in regard to fruit machines and 
other sin1ilar deYices. I arn not in fayour 
of allo'.':ing thcso fruit machines to continue. 
I think they are a rrethod of robbing the 
general public. I know· of peop~e >' ho have 
purclmsc l the Je fruit machine-' at a cost of 
£100 to £1 ~0 each, and in four o£ the',~ ca3es 
th~y paid for thoirtFJlve-, in a fortnight by 
a proces.:-. of robbery of the genernl public. 
There is no other term to use. Two of the 
p·"rsons 1:rho installed those fruit 111achinc-s 
n(hnittf~d to n1c that thPy ought to be Jjs­
ailoYvcd b · t' e Covornrneut be•· aL1St} thcv 'vere 
absolute]~; lLlfuir in their ororntion. " It is 
the m':thocl of aJlO\\-inr these nHwhinv~ to 
continuC' illat I iind fault y.·ith. 

)Ir. BL.-\.CKLEl: Thc'"';T are ;:;topped ncrw. 

l\1r . .POLLOCK: They are stoppE~d navY, 
bnt thc•rc js nothing in this Bill which savs 
t hot d:ey will not be allowed to operate !n 
the future. or that sonw other similar 
gambling method '.:ill not be allowed to 
opcrat·'. A !nan IYrot. ~ to me fron1 \\ inton 
son1c six 1nonths ago a:-;king ·whether fruit 
1nachinc, were leg-al. IIe \vas a hotolkeeper, 
at!Cl clec,in'd to instal one. lie had heard 
the-y IYC're a good thing, and desired to bo 
in on it. In n1v innocence I did not then 
kno-..-{· what a frult rnachino was. (Lauq-hter.) 
.. \t that stJge there ·~<.·as onl2 one operating in 
Brisbane. 1 ~·ang up J\lr. Terry .t-\hern, who 
was running an orange drink machine, and 
a-sked -..d1nt a, fruit nutchine was. I thought it 
"'<:h a 111achinn for n1aki:!.Jg orange drinks. I-Io 
toid me that it was a 1nachiuo op0rating in a 
'imilar ff'shion to the poker machines in hotel 
har:;. I v,r('nt to the J ustjcc Dr-nartlnent and 
af'kcci then1 for iufonnation ~ about these 
Inachine.-;, and thcv toll! n1e the1l was no 
etnbargo 'upon theii~ u"e. 

The ATTORX~Y-GF.XERAL: \\"ho tulcl you 
that: 

l\lr. POLLOC:K: ::\lr. Cart 'r, th~ Under 
Secretary. 

The, "'\TTORXEY-GEO:£RAL: \Yhv did you go 
to him., · 

}Jr. PGI"LOC.K: lie is thr responsible 
officer. 

Tbe ..:\TTOH);"EY-Gr!~ELAL: Ilc is a respon-
~iblt~ oii~c r Oc th~1t c1cr;~~·tl_llC'llt, but don't 

:._ o to h1n1 .tor <-~ llgal npl!,!On. 

::\1r. POLLCCl{: I go to him for infonna,­
tion as. to tl1c poli{'v o£ the deparhnen.t. In 
tbe ab-.encc of the l\1inister ·ho1n cl~e can 
I approach? 

The ATTOHXn-G, XER.IL: The CrmYn 
Solicitor. 

~lr. POLLUUT~: :.Ir. Carh.r told 1ne that 
the '>O of_frnit 1nachincs wa_: 110t prohibited. 
At that t1mc their uc"c wa3 nee prohibitccl, 

they wen-: being used in almost every 
har in l:risb.:-'110, und th~c.:'? were alf.,) 
used in T:.ttt.cr::all';:; Club. 'r sal' them 

opcratin~; there. 

The ATTOllXEY-G• "EHAL: \Vhon was this? 

l\Ir. POLLOGI{: Up to a fe-..v weeks ago. 
I-lo\Vcver, the:~ \H.'re operating almost 
ger,era.lly. not only in Brisbane but through­
out the State, and it is no use tho Minister 
saying he did not know, }wen use, if he did 
not kno·w, ho did not know his job. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL: \Vhy did you not 
come to me"? 

:Mr. l'OLLOCK: D('caus<e half the time I 
canno:~ get through the hon. gentlcn1an's 
bod:, ;;;-uard, so I go to the re,,ponsiblc officer 
of the dcpa.rhncut. I~ is a vvt~ll-kno1vn fact 
that it is hard to the J .. ttorney·Gcneral 
as it is to sec the CzJr of U,ur-:>ia, and he 
ha~ b -,._;n de d for I 2nerclv 
"',\·n.nt add in regard to fruit rr~,_:_cl1ine~s 
that a11P ,:er gi' c·n to me by the rcspon-
:;;ible head of the dcpartmcnt--

1'hc A_'LOI\Xl:.'Z-GENEP \L I dcn:v that he is 
the responsible head of dcpartnlcnt on a. 
<}1-H tiol1 of In IV. 

Jl\ ~LLOC'I{: It j~ not a aucr:tlon of 
i:::- a cllL3tion pnrelv of de~urtn1e:1tal 

'The- A'iTO!:~ 'E"Y-GEXERAL: :\c. 

~\Ir. POLLOCI{: lf the L'"ndcr Scrretary 
doe;; not know the policy o£ the tlcllartrncut. 
then he ,hould not be tlwre. \Y c have io go 
to UntlPI' Sccrctaric.:;. \Ve t:. ust then1 and 
en ,·ybody e!Pc truPts them to be able to give 
n deiinitc r:.pl~-. I am <~oing to get to the 
point if I stay here all nigh~. The point is 
tbi·s--that the Under S"cretarv informed me 
thnt the policP were the> peo"iJlc who could 
~top these frui-t lnaehint's fron1 b~ing used 
lf they ihought they wero unL~.ir. That \vas 
the infon:nation giYcn to nH'. The Dbjcc-

tion I an1 taking to-night is not 
! 8.30 p.m.] a frivolous one. I say that in 

rr;,t!tcrs of this kind the police 
,hould have no authoritv to be n.ble to allow 
or to stop things of that kind. 
~Cw ..:\TTOHKEY-GEKEH.\L: \Vhy do you think 

rlH•y ha-..-c r.,uch authorit~·? 

?,Ir. POLLOCK: I can only assume that 
i-l1P hon. gcntlcrnan'q deparhncnt does not 
know it:; bLh'3ine,,s. This is -..,·hat his officer 
told n1e, und I bdiL :eel hin1, and passed 
,·long the infonnation to the 11eople who 
tru:stcd rue to obtain it for thcn1. 

2\lr. BPA:·~D: ?vir. Garter Jid not give ally­
boc1,\r el <: that infonnation. 

. Ir. POLLOCK: I can only give the 
inforrnation llL' .u;:- Ye rne. I am not 

to tl,ll Ers abont the thing. 
ic " mattPr of puLlic policy. \Y<c are 

•t::-kld to agree lo <1 .J3ill IYhich proYidcs for 
the"' control of (,·Lain £onus of grunbling. 
This he~~ ~K'C'D all(y,·, ell by the clc~;artnH?nt. 
l '•• ~tf' tolcl 1·y the d,__·1wr~ ~lent that th" police 

ibc pcop1e who y,-onlcl st011 this if th<rC 
f!n:v ahu~c: r_nd I rn1..t it to ~Ir. Carter 

l' it a fajr t1·l1 ·~ to allo-..v the 
p· , 10 lw-..-· contr·ol of n1ntter;\ such as 

1s. a~ it \;a::: open io too 1nuch abuse. Any­
., ho '"'as 011 p~tn.cnlarl.v good i:cnns 

th:~ po\i{;o wonld apparently be aJlo,ved 
to np::ratc' a fruj· n1ncbil:.c. (Government 
d; \Yllat o1 her Yio~,\· C'Ou1d be taken? 
lf net ha pp en h be on very favour-
n hlo icnns jt.h the polic0-th::tt is to ~wy, 
1£ the police do 1 ')t like the coL)nr of ynnr 
unir 1 then you cannot ope:~·atc the n1achine. 

TlH; ~\TTOHXEY-CE::-:t ~ .\L: rrhat is a libel 
on the police. 

1\le. POLLOCK: The hon. gentleman mn,y 
set·· it is a !ibd on the !JO!ice, but, if we give 
1 1H ...;c powers to the police instead of ci ther 
nllov, ing thcc'C m '.chincc 1.0 bo worked or prc­
,·cnting them from being '.Yorked without the 
authority of the head of the department him­
self-a man who is respomiblc to Parliament 
or the public-then we must expect abuses 
of that kind. 

Mr. l'oUock.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR Punnc TxSTRUCTTON: 
The police arc not under the jurisdiction of 
the Department of Justice. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I know that; but it is well 
knmYn that all of the departments depend 
on tho polio .. , to come extent in matters of 
adrninistration. 

The ATTORXE>-GENERAL: T,he man who can 
stand up and say what you are eloine; ought 
to be ac hamcd of himself. 

:\1r. POLLOCK: Doe the hon. gentleman 
mean to say that I am not telling the truth 
abont tho lna,tter ·. I a1n giYing an a~tual 
concrc+,~ C'',~e and, if the I\iinistor's Under 
f-;ccrctary is \.Tong, he ought to n1uke it hi,, 
busin;" to know what the policy of the 
clop 'mcnt is. U this is ~;oing out to thc 
public as bciEb- U1c poliC'.'/ of the department, 
<tnr1 the 1\linist,-~r ..:r; ~ -, it is \Vrong, then it is 
hic;h timP he took certain action; but that 
is tlH~ infonnation giv-~-n to n1e. 

The ATl'OR:-IEY-GEXER\L: I took action 
·Eon1e time ago. 

A GOVERX11EXT ii1EC~IBER : Are not these 
machines illegal'? 

J\Ir. POLLOCK: They arc illegal at the 
moment. Thc'y have been declared illegal­
so the 2\Iinistcr says-btit there is ju,t the 
'amo po,ver as the :!\Iinistor always had to 
lega]i,,e them again if he wants them, or to 
lcgalicc u.ny other form of gambling. Let 
me give an illustration. I suppose I gamble 
as much a5 anyone. This is not a high and 
moral stand that I am taking. 

',Tho A-r•ronKEY-GENER\L: You object to 
other people having a little gamble while you 
go elsewhere and gamble. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I gamble as much us 
anybodv, and <cv<'rybody knows it; and I 
know enoug.h about gambling to know about 
fair and unfair methods. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You are con­
demning illegal gambling when you are 
engaged in illegal gembling yourself. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not. You are a liar 
if you say I indulge in illegal gambling. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

'!'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan): 
I rise to a point of order. Is the hon. 
member for Gregory in order in saying that 
the Attorney-General is u. liar? 

The C:HAIRMAX: The hon. member 
knows that ~uch lau~uag·e is unparliamen· 
tut"':, and I ask him to "-ithdraw it. 

Mr. POLLOC'K: Certainly, I will with­
draw it. That is my onlv method of calling­
utt•~Htion to the f:tatcnH'nt of the Minister. 
'rhe \YOI"rls he used to n1c wore offensive. He 
:-;aid I enringcr! in illegal g-an1bling. I ask 
you to 're that those words arc withdrawn. 

The CHAIR~1AN: I ask the Attorney­
General to 'vithdraw those words. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: I withdraw them. 

l\lr. POLLOCK: On iho general question 
o: gmnbli111T, the gnmbliPr1• dcYlces of the 
side-s}JOv arc aho, in rny:::) opinion, ju<;:.t as 
unfair as th0 "fruir" 1naehinos. Thcv aro 
;;;;till allowed to continue, and provision. is to 
lL3 rnaUc in this rrH~asure for thr- ckpartmont to 
grant pcrn1its to the people \Vho run them. 

Tho ATTQTI);CY-GEXSRAL: rrhat if' not so. I 
distlnetlv ;-d.1d that E'ide-shows are not 
-garublini devices. 

[Mr. Pollock. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not talkinor of side­
f:.hows. I will giYe the hon. gent.lc1nan an 
illustration, if he cu ~ to listPn. Fir,vt. 
there t!rc tho-·; (<)t1rL'rns where if1 nu1nbor of 
ce!luloin balls are bl-own up out of " funnel 
and a stick wiPt a net on it somewhat similar 
to u l;linirr tu re lacrol-"'e stick is used to cat-ch 
j hem. It is suppne~d to bn partly a g-ame of 
f,l:;.:ill. ] t i~ a rurc gmnbling "Clcvico. where 
the ocLJ~ arc ab,>ut t\YODty td one ng<.linst the 
pt•r~on-~ \Yho en.':? 1g·0 jn it. I stood thoro for 
.:111 hour ~tnd r!.;:rd nut the ocld"' on tho basis 
of the rr <Jlts arriYed at; .~,nd I know some­
thin~· a.hout p;amLllng, an~_l I know what aro 
fair odd~ a11d what Uft) not. 

Tl10 :\_<OTtX£':-GEt>'~iHL: I thou!>:ht you said 
;:-on did 11ot engage in g. 1 nlblin;·. 

l\Ir. POLLOCE.:: I said. I did not do an:v 
illc~ 1l ga!nh!i~J':_-. I L:o a lot .._,f gcnnbl~ng, but 
not iliegaliy. I do it in pubiio, rtnd I do not 
gmnble in the foodstuffs of the public like a 
good 111nny rnernbcrs on the other side uf the 
Chamb<'r. 

The ClL\JRC\fA:!\': Order~ I mmt ask the 
hon. rue1nbo, to wirhdrai''<. t.hat rmnark~ 
"Gambling in the food'·' uffs of the public 
Jikc :nlt'n1bcr.;;;. c~n the other side." 

Mr. POLLOCK: I was referring to 
th·· Tn''' ·.ur. r. !\lr Hoberb, but I will with­
dr.:t\Y it if YOU v;i.-3h. rrlw d1anccs 011 that 
pariicula!· c~nlccrn arc just as much against 
the indi,-i·dual ,,-ho im '·'~'" as the chances of 
the individual on the noker m'lchinc. Thev 
arc about twentv to one againet him. Thcst• 
an: th(~ ~anws Ut the side-shows to ·which I 
rdcr ,,-h'ich F ''lpp<:- 'd to be games partly 
of skill and partly of chance-these and those 
"Aunt Sanies ''--thC' ccnrcrns whel'f' you play 
a ganH~ ; :1nt is lUOl'P like " bobs " or b:il­
li,,rd~ than anv other I ha.vo soc•n-the game~ 
w!wr0 vou r<;ll b>tlls into holes. That is 
purely chance. The odds arc iust as much 
rtg tillst th<' public as on the fruit machines 
01 any other .deYice. _..\. huge nun1ber of 
people arc a llov, 'cd to live on thf' proceeds of 
these concerns without, doinor a day's honest 
\\'Dl'k fron1 one year's end to the other; and 
i 1: is propos0d to allow this to continue under 
-rccial permission from the 11inister when in 
the same br,ath he says ho is not going to 
allow ;crt unien" to raise Junds for political 
purposes. That is the 0bjection I take. I 
eay that people who d,,-,jrc to secure money 
for the purpose of returning certain candi­
datc.s to Parliament are just as much entitled 
10 a pl'rmit-and more entitled to a permit 
--for that particular purpose t'han people 
"'ho arc simply using these things to fleece 
the public nnd get money :or their own 
dc\-iccs. 

Is not politi< s wJrt_h? of entry? Is it not 
ri:,:ht that every citlZc'll should take an 
in!Prest in his reprcsc•ntation? If it is right 
that he should take an interest in that 
representation, is it not a fair thing that 
h0 should have the opportunity, by gambling 
dm-i"es, to raise moncv for that purpose by 
mt ,_uH; of fairs? Surelv the crOV\'d who fre­
quent side-shows at Exhibition time-you 
:-;pe then:-1 here and all over the country-who 
liYc on thf' sidc-~ho'irs, are not serving as 
£i·ood a purpose "' tile public men of this 
c-uulltr,c·. \Y c objf'ct yory strenuously-at any 
rate, I object personally-to this method of 
rofu:-;ing tho Labour Party the right to hold 
an unions and rn.ffle:" for political purposes. 
""'hen the scu11e rig,ht is gin.'n to people who 
ha ye no :-uch good object to serve, .and vvho 
have not tlw '3alnc C'~lF ~ to ad\·ancc as we 
ha Ye. 
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Mr. HAXLOX (!thaw): With the hon. 
1ncrnber for Gregory, I believe that th~ 
cqrantillg of permission for .ll:rt unions should 
be giYen CC[Ually for pohtwal purpo.ses or 
tradeo union purposes .as for any pubhc pur­
po' ·'· If there is any justification for per­
Ini; ,,ion to conduct an art union or raffle. 
then it should be upon the condition that no 
person is to secure any private profit frone 
f·.1ch :lrt union or rrdtic. So long as art 
union.; ar•: conduct•~d for the purpose of 
l'Ui.3ing 11ublic fund~, and so long as th: funds 
;;re applied honestly for eome pubhc pur­
JlOSP and do not enter the pock.ets of ar.ry 
indiYidual, the Minister should grve permis­
sion OC[1mliy for· politic:tl or trade union 
purpose, as for any other purpo-~c. 

l rose m"inlv to reply to the statement by 
the 1\Iini·ter that it was proposed to raise 
revenue l,...-.r issuing pern1it ~ for art unions. 
I think the GoYcrnmcllt arc getting down 
to fairly paltry tactics if they are going 
to encleayou1· to tako son1ething fron1 the 
unfortunatf' person in distress who obtains 
norn1ission to conduct an art union to relieve 
his di-,trc3s. I have case after case in my 

.own clistrict-ev<'ry hon. member has the same 
experience-of people who arc in distressful 
circurnsiances, perhaps through losing the 
brcachvlnnc-r by accident or through sickness. 
Pt,rhap:-: the Person concerned secures per­
mi-sion to run an art union; but surely the 
(Jovernrncnt arc not in such a. bad way for 
n1oney that they are going to endca,vour to 
rai e funds by giving such pennission ! 1'here 
i~; no justi{-i~ation uudor any circtnnstances 
for the Govcnunent cndeaYouring to raise 
funds out of the issue of pern1its to conduct 
art unions or raffles. If the Mini;ter sticks 
, trictly to the list of funds in respect of 
which pcruits will be granted, sucb as 
<:haril_,blc, educational, or religious purposes, 
then in no case is thHc an7 justification 
for the Government claiming to make a 
profit out of such permits. According to the 
statement of the Minister, an additional tax 
i:; being put upon those people who con­
tribute to any charita hie or public art union, 
In addition to tho ordinary expenses of 
management, printing of tickets, expenses of 
advertising, .and conducting ·the art union, 
.an additional overhead charge will now be 
imposed upon those for whom the art union 
i' conducted in order to pay some fee to 
the Government in an endeavour to satisfy 
thJ Treasure.-. Ko matter for what purpose 
an art union is granted, there is no justifica­
tion for the Government stepoing in and 
tr:.-ing to e,ct their sharo from the people in 
distress. Only a couple of weeks ago a 
carpenter in my district was broken down in 
health. and his family and him•clf found 
themselves in most distressing circumstances. 
The Minister grnntod permi.o.ion to that 
man to conduct an art union to dispose of 
his tool, in orier to St'curo a few shillings 
to enable him to obtain medical attention. 
About £30 >vas raised. 

Th•' ATTORKEY-GEKERAL: You do not think 
I »'ould impose a fee in that case-certainly 
not. 

Ivlr. HA:\'LOK: I hav'' only the statement 
of the Minister to go upon. I think it would 
be a s~af!dtt!ous thing to do so in that case. 
This week the Minister granted permission 
to the eecretary of the local school of arh 
in my district to conduct an art union to 
pay off the debt on the school of arts bnild­
ing. Will a fee be chargeable in that case? 

The A TTORKEY-GENERAL : Yes. 

:\!Ir. IL\.NLOK: The people of the district 
arc being askc'rl to subscribe funds to pay 
off this debt on their school of arts, and 
the l\linistcr says that he is going to stop in 
and take some of that money. 

:'\Ir. \L FonGAK SMITH: Will the imposi­
tion of the fco be at the discretion of the 
~,Iinistc:·? 

The .r\TTOR~EY-GEXER\L: ~c. 

Mr. HA':'<LOK: \Yho will sav whether a 
,,. ''ill [,o cltarged or· not '1 \Yithin the past 

few \'1.:ccks pcrrni ":don has been granted in 
two c:1scs to conduct art unions in n1y dis­
L·ict. On the one hand the Minister said 
lv would not dreo,m of cha1'ging a fo , and 
in the othoo· < 'lSC he said that he would charge 
" fe.'. \Yho will decide whether fees will 
he chargeable or not? Thc;re should be no 
~ee ~t all. I cannot sec any necessity or any 
.1 w cJCc on the part of the Government step­
ping in and taking some of the proceeds of 
tlw art union in respect of the school of arts 
debt. 

:\:Ir. ED',\'\HDS: \Yhat abont side-shows? 

J\Ir. HANLOC\i : I am not dealing with 
side-shO\'·"· 1 hayo no side-shows out my way, 
hut I have a numbu of dborying cases. both 
in rc,pect of people and of institutions that 
arc dependent upon art unions to raise funds 
to n1aintain themsclv(;.s and the various insti­
tutions. That is the point which strikes 
me. People in my district "ho am paying 
every othc.1· ta.x that the Government demand 
are called unon bv the committee of the local 
school of ar:cs to 'snbscribe :tnd clear off the 
debt on that Guilding, The :Minister now 
says they are g·oing- to be taxed because of 
their public-spiritedness. Every resident in 
a. district where a school of arts is eo.tab­
lished rccciveo an advantage by reason of 
its existence, but the ~Iinister is now going 
to bx them because l hey are public-spirited 
enough to subscribe fLmds for their building. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTIO:<r: 
It is taxing their social hall-that is all. 
It is not taxing their school of arts or their 
literature. 

Mr. IIA""'LOX: It does not matter. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTnucnoN; 

It makes all the difference. 
Mr. HA:"i'LOK: The position is that 11. 

certain small percentage of the public are 
sufficiently high-minded and public-spirited 
enough in the progress of their own district 
to subscribe to clear off the debt of the hall 
attached to the school of arts. They are to 
be spGcially taxed because they have the 
decencv to subscribe to a fund for the 
advancement of their district.. Those who do 
not subscribe anvthing towards the erection 
of a school of 'arts escape this tax. The 
thing is unjust. I hope that, before the Bill 
goes through. the JVIinistcr will recon­
sider his attitude in respect to that matter. 
I cannot cm1ceiye of any possible application 
rrrantcd bv the Minister "'here he would 
be justified in taking a _percentage of ~ho 
proceed'. Take an art umon for the erectiOn 
of a church a church hall, or a school. h 
it honest to' tax people who subscribe fL1ncls 
for such purpos ·J? Take the case of a 
hospital or an ambulance brigade. Is it 
right that people should be taxed beca.nsc 
theY , ubscribe to the funds of a hosprtal 
or ~n ambnlance' Under this Bill the Minis­
tl'r would tax those who did subscribe to 
thos.; fund,, and those who did not subscribe 
would pscape. The Crown is not justified in 

M1·. Hanlon.] 
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taklng any part of the proceeds of any art 
union 1vhich is run for charitable) educa­
tional, or religious purposes. If there is any 
ju~hJication for the C't·ov"n taking any l1er­
('('ntago of the l~l·oc.:er:1s, t~w l\1inister, to 
rny n1ind, ould hr;,VO no right to grant a 

at r ll. Either the fJern1it shouid he 
of all Go,-ernnlcnt tax or the art union 

f.~_oulrl Hot be pern1ittcd. It is a departure 
that is open to a lot of abuse. 

:\Ir. ~DDir): \Vho jg to pay the cost of 
~upcrYising t.hcs'_' things? 

:\Ir. HASLOS: ThPrc is alrc>1dy " good 
~kaJ of expense in ruuning art uuion;;:, and 
it wonld be mach more lo flC point if the 
~\Iini~ter dc,-otccl n little of his -Linw to e\ oh-­
ing a scheme for the reduction of these cost"'· 
It should bt a condition precedent lo the 
granting of any application. for an art union 
or even the holding of a ball in Lcnnon~ s 
hotel that the expense'" in connection with 
r..uch benefit should be lin1it0d to a ecrtaiu 
percm1tage. 

There is another rn:.,_tter that I hope the 
·\linister 1vill inc1ud ... ; in this Bil1, for he has 
not mentioned it. It is vcerv dc<·irablc indeed 
ihat a provision chould be.< attached to each 
permit for ltll art union that the prize­
winners should b~ notified by registered letter. 
l\1any prize-winners in rnt unions do not see 
the results Y. hen published in newspapers, 
aud, cons~'1qucntly, son1e prizes are never 
claimed. It \vou1d not mean a great de:tl of 
nxponse to inc1ndo a provision in any permit 
for an art union that the winner shall be 
notified by registered poFt. Then, if a 
winner cannot be found through a change of 
)<ostal addrei'.S, tho bult will not lie with 
those running the art union. 

.-\gain, 1nany cornplaints arc continually 
b.:ing heard of people ~ctting permits to 
.:.·un art unions in connection with ·which thE> 
pri?<:s arc not di~tributcd. I hope the 
:\linistf'l· ''ill cu:1cidcr t>1king some steps to 
'"' 0 th~,t everY ('ndcavour ~, nHtde to distri­
bute priz:_'s ii1 any art union for which he 
g-ivf"3 a pcrrnit. 

. Mr. IY. FORGAN SMITH (Jlad zy) : It is 
mt0n '-hng to noL~ 1~1at in his explanation 
of thi"' Bill the :;.\.1ini -~ £'1' in tin atc9 a new 
f?r•u cf tax at ion "\ hlch i~ boint:r adopted by 
tl1c Go1·ernn1rnt. In other 'i.'\·orcl:', 1vo havo 
~ hn spcctru, of t~ c Covcrnrnrnt again scarch­
ll-!2' ih~ por nf t:ic poor for 1noney with 
which to increase tL~ cun'<::)lid,th•d revenue 

J-Ierc · ,·o ha Ye a GoYcrnrnent 
_a po rt:y which for ma11y years 
le .. Golden Casket." .\s a 

fact, the' 'frcasurcr refused to 
rrccrnt ~~- cheque Ln· :.t cll-kno\vn public 
ic,~-:tution breause it the pro-

df' of a " Goldt~n C ; :-et \Ye have 
. Govcnuneut 1-?-day legalising forrr1s of art 

lttllo.t~ allrl lotb~l'l('f' nnd introducing a ne-w 
form o£ tnx:d ir 1 'o that the St;,to shall 
'-encfit from the proc; ·<'ds! linquestion,lblv 
this is a new rnL thod of t.-,xation. and is bu't 
nuoth1'r i1~si '_n :c of the action of tho J\1oore 
Goyc•rnincnt in srnrrhing the pockets of the 
poor. As a matter of fact, most of the people 
···ho buy t!ckL'ts in art unions arc people 

wht; ha vc \ Pr,v_ s1n_a1I incorncs, but who give 
thcll" wppmt Jlt that Wl1'' to public institu­
tions v.-bo rna fll'1 unionS for various social 
purpooe M"n may not be >1ble to giva 
I < rge don a tior s to a school of arts or a very 
m'c,'ssary public h>1ll, but they are prepared 
to illH·\t a shilling in nn art union the pro­
ceeds o£ which will be devoted to " purpose 
of wluch they approve. The pre,ent Govcrn-

[lflr. H anlon. 

t!H ·n, ron1pos. d of a party thn t for years 
denounced the '" Goltlcn Casket," which was 
mer! for and on bc'lutlf of the public hospitals 
of rho Strtte. ha,-e not onlv "wallowed the 
·'Golden_ C:~ -ket '' but hay"c gono a great 
cieal furtlH'l', und aro ta~(ing a percentage of 
t ho prncct d s of ( rcry forrn of lottery that 
1. n rmi{L·d bv the Stnte-a now and 
it1siJiot for~1 ()f i-1xaLon that is unsound 
1;1 1nany re- p;~cts. 

Miniolcr has stated that under this 
wili Je~'~dlsP 8nd control in an orderlv 
the 1nethod of gi-.-ing per1nits, vvhich 

:-.huH cndy be granted for chari: 1hle, educa~ 
tional, rdigious purpm;c·s. Now, tho tern1 
" c•dnr " is capable of a very wide 
<~;·iiu~t;olt. J\IinisiPr ha.; stated that he 

to allow any political institu­
tion to colldnct an art union. I do not pro­
pose to dc·al \\<ith that poiut. bnt I c1o raise 
this quPstion: As .~_'\.tiornc-y-GL'ncral tho hon. 
g:L'ntk~n1ln has alt'cacl:. refused permission to 
lhe 8-hour da:'< t o:mni1te('s in various portions 
c ~ the Strtto i·J ho]tl ~ rt uuions in connection 
,, ilh the ce!chmtion of the 8-hour da,- move­
nwnt. Tho<t movement has been celebrated 
in BrisUnno for nu1ny ye:trs past, and long 
hl'forc the Labour Govcrn1ncnt assumed 
ofiicc it \\'as the p:t·actice to grant an art 
Llnion p0rrnit in c:onncction with tho 8-hour 
dav celebration. The purch>1se of a ticket 
in "thai rt union c>1rried with it the chance 
of a. prizl', bc~idcs granting ad1nission to 
ihe various fnnptions which .,-ere held. The 
8-hour day committee is clear!,, an oduca­
tiounl bodv. The B1·i,bane Trades Hall 
Council. n( which the 8-hour dav committee 
is a ~ubsidiary activity, is not ·of ncce·~sity 
a political institution. It is comprised of 
unions manv of \Yhich have no political 
afliliation at" ,,]i. One of the main purposes 
for eel<. brating tho 1.11oven1ont is educational. 
I take it that historical education should not 
be couiiLJcd to the d·::nastv of kings, to giv­
inr:r the historV of variou:·. i~JV<:tl families Or 
the dait•s of ·l;auLs or ·,,_-ars ... rl'he yonth of 
the nation, in order to becon1e good citizens, 
should kllO'. T son1c thing of tho oronon1ic ~is­
tMv of the nation anrl of the people to whrch 
they belong . 

\\-hn t, better pnrpo~e could we serve tLan 
c'ducJting- the neonlo in the great 1noral 
mov~_·nlet-Jts \VLiCh i1·Ld for their purpose a 
deL ,,ne! for hi "<her stato of ci.-ilisation 
th~.n they had pruvi'ously c:1joycd? i;.ll those 
L10vcnen ts had a H10l'o'"\ l basis. 'The trade 
union n1ovcL·ent as such. has Lu:'-n one of 
tbo grcatc-t n1oral fac:-')r\.3. of hnmnn pro-

in tlHJ st and p1'c3ont c,~ntury: and. 
oJitc tl.o y-Gc:nE-rul or any In :rr1ber 
the Ciovf'l'lllT-,Jnt or any ~\"ntional Party, 

-vi1l C'Ol~tiiE,(' to ex0rt n sin1ilar influence 
nnJ carrv on a ::-in1ilar fon11 of cdncaiion. 
The e1~-.·h1:-hour mon-·nH'!d i; OJle L11at c·very 
c1tizC'n "has a right to be proud of; and it 
is a 1nattr r for graYe r•g-rct that Quecn~land 
ls the onl.p St-3-.to in _,A_u~tralnsia tbat has 110t 

got a statutory f_ight-hour drry at the pr~fcnt 
time. \Vhy, even the LeJgue of N>1bons, 
comprised in many ·Cil<~eB of countncs that 
arc supposed to be rc>1C"iionary in their ideas 
in re~ard to industri>1l matters, agreed to 
the eight-hour principle; and the ~\ns· 
tmlia,n St>1les, which are members of the 
Loaguc of Nations. w<•re requested to carry 
out the decision of the League of N,:tions 
by 1c:~islatiug for an eight-hour clay. "~lr'i" 
the Attorney-General-not for any good 
purpose--

The A•rTon:;;EY-GENERAL: That IS your 
opinion. 
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:\lr. 'IY. FORGAN SMITH: That is mY 
npinion, and I shall establish reasons for n1y 
opinion. The re.asons for 1ny opinion are 
th('sC: The eight-hour n1DVCl11C'nt. as c arricd 
out 1n the various CC'lltrcs of p011ulation in 
Australia, affords an opportunity of educat­
ing the \vorl:.:t:'rs of this country in the rrcat 
:rno\~ements that havo take:' plac,; in the 
pa,t that !uYe resultnd in h< ;,efit to them 
and in the 1ncaning a.nd significance of those 
rnov0mcnts in rc&"arJ to future activit.iL··;:;. 
\\'hat is \YrOr!g with such a propoo;al '? There 
is as good a r1so for an ·art union being 
granted to the eight-hour day committee '15 

ctny other institution that n1ay get ~l,n art 
unioa permit. After all is •-aid and done, I 
conld unclcrsbncl the at.tituclf of a Govern­
ment that took the view tlLt. because nrt 
11nions and lotteries \vcrc ga1nhling devices, 
they would legislate e,gainst them aJ!. ~o 
one can attempt to defend gambling on moral 
grounds. 'rhcy n1ay .defend it, perhaps, on 
p:;ychologica.l r;ronnds. The b<1sis of all 
forms of garnbling is the desire to get sOlne­
thing for nothing; and that j, the basis 0f 
Tnost of tho social and ccono1ni-c cYiL iu the 
'vorld to-dav. If the GoYt~rnrncnt ·were 
•aking up tl1at attitude. tlwu it is an atti­
rude that could be defended and thoroughly 
'lnderstood; but the Government are IJ.CJt 

wking th,tt attitude. Tlw.· are tak>1g tbe 
attitude tha.t thee· shall cli .diminato a,; to 
what are educational institution<> and what 
are not.; and those institutior,.; that gajn the 
hall-mark of their political approYal <ere 
regarded by thc1n as cduca.tiounJ iJJstitu-
1 ions; hut other institutions that arc uot so 
fayourably regarded by the (;oYerntllC'llt n re 
ruled out of court, and dt1iicd penuits by 
the GovernmcJJt of tho d :,~. 

I <h ·ll ded >rith thct positi.,n mnr. fully 
at a l:>ter sta;~·o of the Bi1 1

: bnt it i~ sig~ 
nificant that this :i\a.tionali:;t-C'cmutr P:tt't\1 

that raisr the-ir lHuJds iu pions hcwr.'n· al::oL;t 
tho "Golden C-:skf't." art uniolJ. iEitiat •d to 
aFist the hospitals, haYo 110t on!:~· ~ l:o.,,:cd 
lock, stock, and b:trrel cvcr~'thing ::; .~o~·iat.ed 
\vith the '' Uo1clen Cn~kl't.'' l::tYt' .Jnc 
h:tthcr and 1n·oposecl a. ne"\Y of 
tion bv lcvvinir [l t- ,~ Oil P"'.-£'rV rkTIUit 1· --c(1 
\rithin" the ~a~llbit of th~.: BilL· 

T~.c ATTOlL'\E"l--UEXEl-L:\L );. F. 
:\. "'uut' JJri 'r, .I'\: "\Yonld 1u::t 

to a fr. thnt ha1·o L'c"n 
of .. D br•n s;tid bv 

u:,_ :bur ~-or Grce.-oi·~~ 
rcw·1n to the frult 

!hr. 

\(' 11· ( l <' J ~~"<l-r£; tlw hon. 
O'l1aion and t 1 t r ether 

of thn fruit n1ach1nes 
_·\cL nucl arc 

not b(_~ dealt 
rn0n~urc. Il ha~ 

C o~:C'rnincnt 

<1 re {'Ol11T 

thPl'C'furo 
., ith in 
:-!re 'dy b- hv 
nnr1Pr 
fruit 

-. P·)li ;: OLn1 ·~~-, 
t'> bn illr "Jd. 

;.::- r. A . .J ox,:._, : ] t. took ,':on a lon~.;· tin:_e to 
"\\Hk:e up. 

Th0 ATTOHXEY-GE:\F.H,AL: 1t did not 
t':l,ke HJC' n 1r.~-:~~ tin10 to \Yakc up. Sorne 
llttlc tinw aero the mnH;,. of the fruit 
rna.ch!ru ·-. was rncntion0d to 1r10. and I had 
1 r1tcr \?]('·,-. s ~,·ith th0 polit r offic\:r:.-. .[ '' J.s 
told that the police bad rnade· inqniric~ in 
Hockhampton with a '.·icw to taking pro­
~:L'CcllllW"· I Sfud, " ·\r cry '"·ell, go ahr :1d. '' 
Some litile time later I was informed that 
the case iu Roekhampton had fallen through 
f~r r0asons ~hat c::tn happen in dPparhnent" 
like the Pohcc Department when something 

go,· 'srong. I immediately in-trncted the 
police to take fnr!her action in Brisbane.­
'{ nn cannot i,:;;suc a snn11non3 agairist any­
hod·· tnllcw,8 '-OU have eYidence in sunport. 
!:!n.u,cr LlY d:u•ction t_hr~ police ·went ftround 
l.JnsDuno ancl g;ot e•.-Hlcnc2 as to \Vho "\Ya.s 

fruit rnachi1~.:s and tlw manner in 
\i-hi~_ f,cy ·,·ere being LBcd. Those reports 
,cere ;bn1ittcd to rne, \>:hcrcUTJOn I i~~~·ued 

i r::--t, ,l ·t!r~ns that the fruit 1nachines \Vere t.o 
Le di ··or_t!nned fte1· a c.'rLt.in date. 

:\1r. PcLLCC 'Y on s~id YOU did not 
instruct the ai all, and so did the 
Dq)ut,v Ll'<H~·-l' cf the CoYcrnn1ent. 

IJ.'hc SEC·:~ET,\HY ~OR PrnLIC I:-jST.Rrcnox: 
I die! not. 

TL.· ,\TTOH:\EY-GE:\'BRAL: I never said 
;:11ything of the .-:ort.. Tho fruit. machines 
wvn• oppcd at '1 certain dat0. I can 
w· ;;;uJ·c hnn. 1ncr:nbcrs th:tt I took reasonably 
t'arly actlon in C'O!Jjunction v.ith the police 
to ;.top the fruit rnachines in Brisbane. 

COYZRX:'IIEXT ~IE~'BERS: I-Iea1-, hh:tr! 

The ATT()R)I EY-GE~ERAL: I did so 
nwinl:v L~eauso. in 111y opinion they are not. 
fair. and the people who operate on them 
lw.H' little or no chance. I gaye them a 
n·" ;onalJlc opportunity to get rid of their 
nutchinL,;, I [aYe the hot0lkcepers a reason­
a b1t opportunit~- to refrain fro1n buying th_cn1 
if tlwv y,;ere going to do so; and I th1nk 
I actc~l fairly in conjunction with the Home 
Office ;ntl th;, police.· They are illegal under 
tr.c Cu:o!ing ~"-et, and they will probably be 
dl·elarc'd ill(~gal under the Police Offences 
Bill. 

'1\'ith ,., ,ard to the catching of balloons. 
opinion. i' a g-amu of skill, and 

can -affect -a [<UTIG of skill. 
\Yith n :ra: :1 to the " Aunt E:·c1·llie:·;" and. the 
knC'· kin~ clov.-n of t:1ose things with \Yooden 
b lh. ,._ll garnbliug garncs \vhich took place 
on the E_d::ibition grounds in that respect 
\Ycro i]1pg;ll; and I '·:cmt out of my way to 
s ·11d n nJC'' ~,Re thron;;h the Hon1o DC'part­
nt,~ 't 10 the }~oi1cC' fhat , ny r,mn~l~~g games 
j udt \, t'' (' g01n~; Oil nt thC' _t~XhlmtJOll VVC1'9 

lO l1e Stl;1)j)(~j. 

:,Jr. ~~,IrLL ·x: If YOU ,,\t_)re t; prohibit: 
"..:\lJ: t ~-:.: tllies" --;;on., ·would put .a lot of 

~,11 1lc 01.1 t of ,,\·ol'l~. 
,\TT0!1:\E\.y-U-E:..;ERAL: In m~~ 

tL _, ln ',\- llO\V stand , " Aunt 
no: ill. 1 A.n~' gnn1e \Yhich is 

.-~ \Yill be proh-ibited 
:~..nd nut allu~ ~d spec;aJ perrnit. 

~<r. })lJXLOP (Nor.~ l:u: ,lton): I just rise 
i o a f:.._ w v;·ord~. I ,[nn Ycr, plerts~d 
ind to kno';; that at 1:, t :t Bill is to be 
inu'(Lluced in conrH'·;tion ith this particular 
mntt·r. J c rt inl· myself on not 
Lein~- a '' v:cw~cr," and i do ~10~ car' who 
h.1Yr: ~ v:h('H~ I ::;;tand on this r ~nttcr. I 
' ~·; 1i1·l CPLllnPnd th0 hon. n1cn1ber for 
(: r0"'0r\? on the S'Llnd he ha8 tak;_ n. although 
h,' r·-'cPi- c·tl a lot of " chiacklng-" from 
Covernucnt n1etnbcr ... Iic hone _,tly owned 
np to j·]w fact that wlwtcvl'l" lw tcok part 
1rt Yra lcgnL (Laughter.) I say ho 
i"l to lw c-nrnmrndNl fo1~ hi~ statenH:>nt on 
1hc fkor nf th0 House. I think the p:cncr~l 
pnblic \Yill think n•orc of him for having 
donp so in spit0 of tlw •· chi::cking" that 
has come from the Government benche-s. It 
is all ';cry \\ell for the J\1inister concerned 
to say that his department will deal with 
the matter first. and that then the. local 
authorities will have their say. 

Mr. Dunlop.] 
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My experience is that in Rockhampton the 
department threw the onus on local authori­
ties instead of taking it on themselves, with 
the result that the question of party entered 
into the g·amc amongst the councillors, just as 
on the floor of this Chamber, and permits 
were granted "under the cush," and the 
nvtter was smothered up. I know that the 
parting of the v. ;cys with the Labour Party 
came wlwn I was mayor of Rockhampton. 
I had to be fair to everyone; and, because 
I "ould not give a permit " under the 
cush," as it were, to help the Trades Hall, 
I g-ot into the bad gracBs of the party, and 
then, of eouFo, there \Vas a " hullabulloo.'' 
That, of course did not concern me-I took 
1nv stat'd, and 'r did not care who kne\Y it. 
'L'he 1linistor's department knew quite well 
that ?"ambling affairs such as "Liberty 
Fairs '1 at'd ;; ICing Carnivals" came to 
Rockhampton. I would like to know how 
they got p0rn1its. 

The ATTOll~EY-GE~ERAL: You gave a pcr­
tnit yotn ... 21£ \vhcu you were rnayor. 

Dir. lJUi';LnP: I did not. \Yhen I was 
n1ayor I refused io give a pcrrilit excc1)t to 
lPgitimate ga1ews. 

The c\TTORNEY-GEXERAL: You gave thorn to 
carnivah. 

Mr. DL:'NLOP: I gave no permits during 
mv term as rna vor. That was why I got 
into bacl odour. ~I agree with the Loader of 
the Oppo,ition that the 8-hour art union has 
taken place for many ycurs past; but the 
Minister, throug-h p.nty spleen, now wishes 
to cut it out. Have not the workers just as 
much right to run an art union as anybody 
f'lsn? In 1ny opinion, it js just ~ s educational 
as some of tho things for which permits arc 
grantr d bv th0 ]'dinistor, of which we as 
rnember;3 g:ct copies frorn time to time. 

The ATTORKEY-GExERAL: You refused a 
permit, and you now object to my rdusing 
one. 

Mr. DUNLOP: The Rockhampton Trades 
Hall Council asked for a permit for a legiti­
mate undeltaking in connection with the 
library, which was quite distinct from thP 
8-hour art union; but the Minister would 
not grant a permit. Surely two-thirds of the 
permits he does grant are for purposes more 
absurd! I only hope that, when the Bill 
comes on for discussion, he will go the whole 
\\ay and tighten things up generally. I 
would like to see provision made for tho 
regulation of ouch scandalous shows as wax­
works, to which I took strong exception when 
mavor of Rockhampton. I found that I couLd 
not" stop them, but it is not very nice for 
children or anyone• else to sec tho wax figures 
of murderer, and other notorious individuals 
that are token around the country. 

I would also like to see table games where 
people are taken down dealt with at the 
same time. Let the hon. gentleman sho•1 us 
that he is really an Attorney-General who 
c.1n take a broad stand ! On the contrary, 
I agree "-ith ''hat Opposition members have 
said-that he is one of the hardest Ministers 
to sec. I have gone to his office time and 
again, but repeatedly have failed to see him 
except on one occasion when I got in foi 
two or three minutes. The result is that, 
when I cannot get in, I have to take the next­
best advice, as pointed out by the hon. mem­
ber for Gregory. Now the hon. gentleman 
has an opportunity to le.t the public sec what 
he is made of, and w0 shall have an O['por-

[Jlr. Dunlop. 

hmit_y of criticising him fairly on the second 
rndmg stage of this Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHArm:~N reported that the Committee 

had come to a reeolution. 

Resolution agrcec: to. 

FIRST READIXG. 
Th~ ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 

Macgroart}-, South B1·'sbane) presented th" 
Bill, aud moved-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
tirne.'' 

{-iue.stion put and pas~cd. 

S0, ond rc_.ding of the Bill 1nadc an Order 
of (he Da for to-morrow. 

The IIom:. adjourned at 9.13 p.m. 




