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"

TUZEDAY, 19 AUGUST, 1880

The Srrsxzn (Hon. C. Tavlor, Windsor)
took the chair at 2.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.
Loax Convrrsions, 1915-20,
Mr. PEASE (Herbert) asked The Trea-
surer—

“1, What was the total amount of
Queensland loans converted during the
period from 30th June, 1915, to the 30th
June, 18297

‘“2. What rate of interest was being
paid in respect to esch of such orig
loans, and what was the rate of in
(‘hmw «d on their conversion?

%, Whsat is  the auuual  increased
interest  chavge on  t consolids
revenue beeause of the higher rate of
interest pazzble ou the conversion of
the loans referred to in (1)77

The SECREWTARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. I Xing, Logon),
for the TREASURER (IHon. W. H. Barnes,
WWynnum), replied—

“1 to 3. I lay on the table a state-
ment contairing the iuformation asked
for by the hon. member for Herbert
on the 6th August, 1920.”

ION  AND REGIML\T ON OF IiOoUsES

o7

My, DUXNLOP
Home Seccretary—
1. Will he state if the houses of
ill-fame exsting in different parts of
Guoesnsiand arve registered?
“2. Is it compulsery for thsse uninr-
tunate gitls to come up for medicsl
exatiination, and, if so, in what sentres
are these cxsminations carried out and
}ow often per month?
3. Do he and his Goveromert coun-
tenance the emctence of such houses of
ill-fame ?
“4. Is ke aware that, outside the
supposed  recegnised houses,” there
are dozens of young girls soliciting in
Brisbane, and what steps does he intend
toking to stamp out this sad state of
affairs?

¢5. Will he make it his bunvmss to
read the article in Brisbane ‘¢ Truth’
of Sunday, the 3rd August, 1930, wherein
appears a long interview with Sister
Parr, who is apparently taking keen
interest in girl rescue work, and state if
the time has not more than arrived {o
appoint women police to grapple with
these and other unfortunate cases?”

Prosrr

2ton) asked the

¢
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The IIOMI SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. TRANSFER OF STOCK INSPECTOR FROM MAREERA,

Peterson, Normanby) replied—

‘1. No.

“2. (¢) Yes. () In following fifteen
eontres :—Ayr, Bowen, Brisbane, Bunda-
berg, Cairns (and Babinda), Charters
Towers, Cloncurry, Ingham, Innisfail
(and Tuily), Longreach. Mackay, Moss-
man (and Port Douglas), Rockhamp-
ton, Toowoomba, and Townsville. (¢)
Examined once in every three wecks,
or more often if necessary, excepting
at DBowen, Cloncurry, and DMossman,
where action taken periodically only.

“3. Powers for the suppression of
brothels and houscs of ill-fame are vested
in the local authorvity., Whilst Mayor
of Rockhampton the hon. member had
an cxcellent opportunity of cleaning up
prostitution in that city.

“4. Action 1s taken, on rcceipt of
police reports, to deal with strect solicit-
ing in accordance with the provisions of
section 168 (1) (b)) of ‘ The Health Acts,
1900 to 1922.°

5. The appointment of women police
has already been requested by Mrs. Long-
man, hon. menmber for Bulimba, and 1s
recelving consideration.”

Trawsrer 0F Scuool Triourn at Mangrpa.
Mr. PEASE (Herbart) ashed the Sceretary
for Publie Instruction—
“ Was II. A. Borland, a school teacher
at Mareeba, recently transferred to
Herberton? ”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. BM. King, ZLegan)
roplied—

“VYes; as from the Tth April, 1930.”

TRANSFER OF RAILWAY IEMPLOYEES FiOM
NAREZBA.
Mr. PEASE (Herbert) asked the Secrotary
for Railways— )

“ Were the following railway officials
transferred from Xiarceba recently:—
T. QGorringe, astistant station-master,
Mareeba to Cardwell; and W. Garduer,
guard, Marceba to Townsville?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Llorgan, I urille) replied—

“ In conncction with the adjustmoent of
staff at Marecba, it became necessary for
tho assistant station-master to be a sonund-
reading telegraphist, aud as kir. Gorringe
is not a sound-reader, he was prepared
to accept a transfer, and this was
arranged when an opportunity occurrcd.
His applicaticn for a transfer from the
coast will be kept in mind.  As there is
a surplus guard at MAlarceba, Guard
Gardner will bhe transferred to Towrs-
ville, the principal depot in the Northern
division.”

Mr. PEASE (Herberi) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

“In view of the statement which
appeared in the ¢ Cairns Times’ of Ist
August coneorning W. Gardner, a guard
in the Railway Department, and sta-
tioned at Mareeba, will he advise the
reasors for Mr. Gardner’s transfer to
Townsville 7’

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murille) replied—
“ See reply to Question 4.7

Mr. PEAST (Herbert) asked the Sccretary
for Agriculture—

“1. (n) On what date was Mr. Ashe,
stock inspector, transferred from
Mareebs to Townsville? (b)) On what
date was he transferred Tback to
Marecha?

“ 2. {a) For what period was he sta-
tioned at Marecha prior to his transfer
to Townsville? (b) Is it not the usual
practice of the department to rearrange
the stationing of stock inspectors ab
various intervals? (¢} What was the
veason for retransferring Mr. Ashe back
to Mareeba?

“ 3. Will he lay the papers relating to
the matter on the table of the House?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooercora) replied—

“1. (@) 16th May, 1929. (5) 26th May,
930.

“2 (a) Nine years. (b) Stock inspec-
tors are transferred from time to tirpe
to meet the exigencies of the scrvice.
(¢) The exigencies of the service.”

“ 3. The papers relating to the matter
may be perused by any member, at the
Office of the Department of Agriculture
and Stock.”

RywaN PoLick HOmsE BREEDING STATION AND
Poricr REMGUNTS.

Mr. A. JONES (Burke) asked the Home
Secretary—

31, What is the total amount expended
by the Government on the Rewan horse-
breeding ostablishment since it was
founded in 180897

“9, What is the amount expended by
the CGovernment for the upkeep of the
said establishment during the financial
year ended 30th June, 19507

3. What is the total estimated value
of remounts which have besn bred atb
Rewan and sent for work at varlous
police stations throughout the State for
vear ended 30th June, 19307

“ 4 What is the number of remounts
sent from Rewan to police stations in
northern and north-western districts of
Queensland for seven months ended 31st
July, 1930? -

“B5, What is the average height and
value of such remounts?

6, Is it corrent that the better type of
remount bred at Rewan is selected for
work in the city of Brisbane, where they
are given full feed?

7. Is it true that the culls from
Rewan establishment are sent to the
northern and north-western stations?

8. Is he awuare that a superior type
of properly broken police remount can
e purchased throughout the Hughenden
and Richmond districts at a price far
below the cest of turaing them oub ab
Rewan?

“q Will he call upon his police in the
horse-breeding districts throughout the
State for a return of the available
remounts thercin and the approximate
average price of same?”’



Qurstions.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
Peterson, Normanby) replied—

“1, Approximately £54,080.

2. £3,470 8s. 6d.

“ 3. Estimated value, £420.

“4, Twenty-six (fourteen to Townsville
district and twelve to Cloncurry dis-
triot), On account of drought conditions,
delay ocourred last year in turning out
remounts.

“5. Average height, about 15.1;
age value, about £15 to £30.

aver-

“6. No; special horses are not picked’
out for Brisbane, but all horses in the
Dopot Stables, Brisbane, get full feed.

7. No.

8. No. Indian buyers are prepared
to pay big prices for suitable remounts
for India, but they are very hard to
obtain.

“9. No; but reports are obtained from
time to time in the northern and western
districts if horses are needed there.
This is found to be an advantage, as the
horses so Lought are acclimatised to the
conditions of the district.”

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay), without
notice, asked the Home Secretary—
‘1. What is the numerical strength

of polico at Rewan police horse-breed-
ing establishment?

2. Would it be necessary to have a
police station iu this locality if horse-
’ureedlng operations were discontinued?

What would be the approxlmate
cost of upksep as a police station in the
locality ?

“ 4, What is the total—

(a} Cost of uplkeep of Rewan estab-
lishment for the past threc years?

(6) Revenue derived and from what
source during the same period?”
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon, J. C.

Peterson, Normunby) replied—

1. One sub-inspector,
and four trackers.

“2. Yes.

“3. The upkecep of a
establishment would be approximately
£1,000 per annum, exclusive of provi-
sion and upkeep of buildings, horses, ete.

“4 (a) Total upkeep for the past
three financial years was £9,815 2s. 11d.

13 (b)_

two constables,

suitable police

£ s
Proceeds of sale of cattle 4,808 0§

Proceeds of sale of horses 267 10
Total .. £5,075 10
Not including horses sent out for police

service.”’

AyouNt RECEIVED BY ATTORNEY-GENERAL AND
Mr. WaLv¥d FOR APPEARING IN INDUSTRIAL
COURT.

Mr. HYNES (Zownsrille), for Mr. BRUCE
(Kennedy), asked the LXttolncy General—

‘1. What smount was raceived by the
Attorney-General for his work in con-
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nection with the 48-hour question before
the Arbitration Court?

2. What amount was received by Mr.
‘Wa] h for his work in connection with
the 4&-hour question before the Arbitra-
tion Court?”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Brisbane) replied—

“1. The Attorney-General did not
appear in connection with the 48-hour
question before the Arbitratiom Court,
and consequently received no fees.

“2, Mr. Walsh did not appear in
connection with the 48-hour question
before the Arbitration Court, and conse-
quently received no fees.”

Pavaent to Mzr. A, D. McGIiLu 1IN RE
Mrurxeaxa Mintxe (omMIssrox.

Mr. HYNES (Zownsville), for Mr. BRUCE
(Kenpedy), asked the Attorney-General—

“In view of the fact that the Mun-
gana (omrnmission closed on the 28th
June, and that the report was printed
on the 4th July, what reason does the
Attorney-General assign for Mr. McGill's
account not being rendered?”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, Sewth Drisbane) replied—

“ Apparently Mr. McGill is not grasp-
ing, and is in no hurry to be paid his
fees.”

Rarnway FreicHr ConcessioNs 1o Mount
Isa Cowpany.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) asked the
Secretary for Railways—

‘1. Referring to my questions
addressed to him on 29th November,
1929, and his replies thercto (which
appear on page 1957 of * Hansard’ for
1929), relative to railway freight con-
cessions to the Mount Isa Company, par-
ticularly in regard to Question 3, which
read as follows:—

¢ If, as stated by him, an undue
concession has been granted, will he
take steps to see that the Railway
Department gets what is due to it

and his reply to the effect that *the
intentions of this Government will be
disclosed in due course.” Has this mat-
ter been the subject of tho Government’s
consideration, and, if so, with what
result and what has been the nature of
any alteration made in the freight con-
cessions referred to?

“ 2, Does the Mcunt I:za Company
enjoy any other freight concessions
(besides those relating to concentrates
and bullicn), such as coal freights, etc.?
If so, what are—(z) the ordinary rail
flexghtb and (b) the special rates quoted
for cach of such other commodity so

involved ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Fon. Gedfrey Mlorgan, Afurilla) replied—

“1. As the rates quoted by the previ-

ous Government werc a condition on

which the ccmpany incurred very con-
siderable canital expenditure, there 1is
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no altarnative but to honour this
arrangement in the meantime.
“2. Yes. Coal and coke.
(a) Collinsville to Mount Isa—
Per ton per mile.
Coal

Coke . 1.187d.
{B) Collinsville to Mount Isa—
Coal and coke ... . Ad’

Recziers By RIINES DEPARTMENT FROM THE
Precious Mrerans Prospeering FuND.
Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) asked the

Secretary for Mines—

1. What amount has the Queensland
Mines Department received from the
precious metals prospecting fund?

2, Is he aware that there is still an
amount unallotted?

3, Will he endeavour to obtain some-
thing from that furd for prospecting in
this Btate?”’

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES
E. A. Atherton, Chillegoe) replied—

“ 1. £2,907 1s.

“2. Yes.

¢ 3, Further claims will be submitted
from #ime to time in accordance with the

conditions governing payments from the
fund.”

(Hon.

Priczs Parp By Svarte Sawwinis 10 COUNTRY
SAWMILLERS FOB HARDWOOD.
Mr. JAMIESON (Zockycr) asked the
Secretary for Public Lands—

“ What prices arc the State sawmills
paying country sswmillers for hardwood,
both first and second class in cottage
sizes, on trucks, Brisbane?”’

The SECRETARY I'OR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. A. Deacon, Cunninglham) replied—

“ First class, 30s.; second class, 25s.;
special, 23s. to 334 ; unclassified, 27s. 6d.
Principal  supplier, Railway  Store-
keeper.”

Fruir Macuine TesT Casg 1N ROCKHAMPTON.
Mr. OKEEFTE (Cairus) asked the Attorney-
General—
“Will he state the rcason why the
tost case in regard to {fruit machines was
withdrawn at Rockhampton?”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Brisbane) replied—
““ No test case was commenced in Rock-
hampton, and cousequently could not be
withdrawn.”

PAPLERS.
The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—

Report by the Land Administration
Board under ¢ The C(lozer Sattle-
ment Acts, 1906 to 1929.”

Eighth Aunnual Report of the Commis-
sioner of TIrrigation and Water
Supply.

Report of the Police Investment Board
for the year ended 31lst December,
1929.

Fourth Annual Report of the Director of
Infant Welfare.

Roeport wupon the operations of the
* Golden Casket ”” Art Union for the

year ended 30th June, 1930.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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The following papers were laid on the

table : —

Ordinances under ¢ The City of Brishane
Act of 1924 7" —

IIeters used in  connection with
private tcmporsry water ser-
vices, dated Tth August, 1930.

Exemption from rating of the Uni-
versity site, St. Lucia, dated
14th August, 1930.

DBoarding-houses, Lodging-houses,
Tenement Buildings, and Flat
Buildings, datsd I4th August,
1530,

Regulations Nos. 248 to 255,
under “ The
Organisation
1926 to 1928.”

inclusive,
Primary Producers’
and Marketing Acts,

BUREAU OF ECONOMICS
STATISTICS BILL.
INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgatc):
I beg to move—

_“That the House will at its nexs
sitting resolve itself into a Coemmittes
of the Whole to consider of tho desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to provide
for the establishment of a - Bureau of
Iconomics and Statistics; and for other
purposes.’”’

Question put and pas=sed.

AND

ADDRIESS IN REPLY.

RE3UMPTION OF DEBATE—SEVESTH

Davy.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon, H. ¥, Walker, Cooroora): 1 am sure
that every member of this House apprecistes
the way in which His Excellency the
Governor has travelled the State, and is
particularly appreciative of the amount of
knowledge which His Excellencr has impartad
to varicus organisations and to the peop!
gencrally as a result of his travels. Anw-
one who follows the position in Queensland,
with its great primary production, must
realise that the (Governor, in his speeches,
has given feod for thought. We are parti-
cularly fortunate in having such an excel-
as Sir John Goodwin in
on: indeed. we have been
fortunate in the fine type of

ALLOTTED

execedingly
gentleman who has occupicd thst high office
in the last few zvars.

At the outset I desire to say that it would
be a great pity—almost a tragedy—if Parlia-
went were to develop into a mere political
talking shop in these tires of most seriou
depression.  The position confronting not
only Queensland and Australia but the whole
of the British Empire is tco grave to permit
of other than common action, and I am
perticularly satisfied with the tone of speeches
dolivered in this Parliament so far during
this session. Qur difficultics are so groat that
1o opportunity should be lost of helping to
mprove the position; and in the common
objective of remedying the financial posi-
tien here all our shoulders should be put to
the wheel. I would urge hon. memkbkers on
both sides to co-operate with the object of
remedying the present financial difficultics.
Although Queensland may be much better off
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than some of the other States, due to the
fact that we are a great producing country,
we must not lct that fact prevent us from
putting forward our best energies. In my
opinion, the position is as grave to-day as
that existing when the Great War occurred.
Just as the obiective then was to win the
war, so our aim at present should be o
extricate the country from its present unsatis-
factory po:ition. That will take some time
to seeomplish; bub we must recognise the
scriomsness of the position and realise that
sacrifizes may have to be made before we
return to norimial times.

Various reasons have been given for the
present position; but probably one of the
main faclors has been the heavy war debt,
in addition to which we have spent loan
money in a particularly reckless manner,
until to-day we are told in effect that we
must limit our expenditure to the amount
of moncy collected by way of revenue, or,
in other words, live within our means.

In addressing myself to this question, I
do not for one moment wish to contribute to
this debate anything to assist to fan the
flames  of party Dbitterness, One hon.
member opposite, speaking the other day,
said that the Tory Government now in
pewer was responsible for a great deal
of the trouble that exists to-day. No
matter what Government is in power
to-day, or whether they are called Tories
or not, the trouble would bo the same. If
hon. members opposite look round the Go-
vernment benches, I think ther will admit
that there are no Tories sitfing on this
side of the IIouse. Iivery hon. member on
this side is a solid worker. No man cn
this side of the Chamber was born with a
silver spoon in his mouth. Hon. members
opposite, when they were sitting on  this
side, were the groatest Tories of all. They
lived the same as we do, only possibly they
were  a  little more  cxpensive. They
travelled round in expensive touring cars:
so, when it comes to a question of Toryism,
hon" members opposite were just as big
Torles as we are.

if we take into consideration the question
of unemployment as it exists to-day, we can
only come to onc conclusion; and that is
that the sympathy on this side of the House
is just as sincere as the sympathy on the
other side of the House.

My, BeEprorp: Sympathy is all you have.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Let us lock at the position as it exists.
The Government have only been in power
twelve months, and we have already pro-
vided a fund. We have 7,600 workers work-
ing under that fund, and we are giving the
unemployed something practicable in lieu of
the empty sympathy which they got from
hon. members opposite. I would also like
to point out that unemployment existed
many years ago. [ admit that it has been
growing, largely as a result of indiscrimin-
ate loan cxpenditure. We have not been
able to pay our interest and other charges
for the simple reason that our loan money
has not been expended on reproductive
works. Loan money used for that purposs
rightly should have bcen used in erder to
keep the workers emploved. The result is
that we have to pay interest to-day on unre-
productive works; and it is hard to say
where the position is going to end because
of the indiscriminate expenditure of loan

[19 AvcusT.]
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moeney. On 30th June last the percentage
of unemployment in the various States was
Per cent.

Quecnsland . .
Scuth Australia (under a Labour
Government) . ... .
Victeria (under a Labour Govern-
ment) .. ... 210
I am not saying anything against those two
TLabour Governments. I sav quite distinctly
that the position is due to the unfortunate

state which the whole of Australia is
in to-day. While the present position is
very scrious, it has bsen brought about

through no fault of the present Government.
There were so many uncmployed in Queens-
land prior to the last election that the
electors put the then Government out of
office and returned the present Government
to power.

Let us take the cost of living index figures
for the same period—

Queensland 1452
South Australia 1637
Victoria 1707

Those figures prove conclusively that Queens-
land is very much better off than the two
States under Labour Governments. If that
is the condition of affairs, why not blame
those two Governments for the unemployed
in those States and the high cost of living
as well? Both States sre under Labour
Governments, and both Siates had grecater
deficits last vear than we had; at the same
time unemployment is greater and the cost
of living higher than it is in Queensland.
As I have already pointed out, T do not
think the present positica is the fault of
T.abour or the fault of Tory Governments.
Our present unfortunate positiqn has been
brought about by the indiscriminate expen-
diture of loan money. The past Government
know more about the waste of loan money
than hon. members on this side.  We have
only to take the State enterprises, which
cost the Labour Government £5,000,000, and
on which we have to pay an annual intercst
bill amounting to £250,000. If that money
had been cxpended on railways or other
veproductive works, the position would b_‘f
quite all right, but, as a matter of fact, it
is gone. The position would have
{3 p.m.] been much worse had it not been
for this Government selling those
Qtate enterprises at an oppertune time and
getting a better price than might have hesn
oxpected,  We have got rid of practically
the whole of them, with the exception of
one or two. )
Mr. A. Jones: You have bought Swift’s
meatworks after getting rid of them.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tiven the late Government must have been
convinced that disaster was not far away
at the ond of their term. If that were not
c0. T would ssk the Leader of the Opposition
why his Government left the enormous sum
of £5.000.000 of loan money when they went
out of office, and which he said on several
cecasions was husbanded to meet a period of
depression.  That alone proves conclusively
that they saw what was coming. The late
Premior, Mr. MeCormack, was quite candid
about the matter when he said years ago
that he =aw it coming: but he could rot get
his party to follow him in that respect.
They left this large sum of money, and they
are now blaming us for doing exactly what

Hon, H. F. Walker.]
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they did—conserving loan money. Every
man in this Chamber and in Queensland
should take off his hat to the present Trea-
surer for conserving that money and pro-
vxd]nﬂr for a time ahead when we shall ne
he able to get any loan money to carry out
public works. fhe real cause of the presesnt
financial trouble is that the people of Aus-
fralia were for many years deluded into the
bdlef that the existing standard of livin
could be maintained by legislation and a
tration courts, nre%pooh\e of the
preduction of the community.

wealth
That was th-
worst idea that anybody could get into his

mind. We have been carrying on under a
delusion by reasen of the fact that we have
been borrowing money to bolster up different
industries w1th0ut taking into consideraticn
the cost of production and our ability to zend
our exports away to other countries. 11 know
that we have a very cced trade balance in
comparison with the of Ter States of the Cora-
monwealth, but that docs not alter the fact
that in Queensland and Austealia we are oune
people with regard to exports; and, while
wwe are bleszid th a wonderfully ploduo-
tive country, with regard particularly to
wool and other primary products, the fact
remains that we have to keep our own citi-
zons in emplovment We have borrowed too
Taeg in the past. and cur loan expenditurs
has not been sufficiently reproductive,

We have only te go back for_the last five
or six vears to sce that what I say is per-
fectly true. -The present crisis has come
about because of the compulsory cutting-off
of our loan supplies from overseas, and we
have large overdrafts and commitments to
mee?, whilst at the same time there has becn
a reduction In the price of cur primary pro-
ducts. We know that ths price of wool fell
50 per cent. a little while ago. As a matter

fact, it is down to pre-war price to-day,
and we cannot preduce many other of our
primary products at a price which will enabls
m to he exported. The prices of export-
able main products <u(‘h as butter and sugar
are very low compared with the prices real-
ised oight or ten years ago.

Whether we like it or not, whatever
Government may be in power and whatever
artificial expedients we mayv adopt, we havn
to adjust our standards to our altered cir-
camstances. We have d to resort to all
sorts of uneconomic expedients in a desperate
endeavour to avoid the consequences of our
misdeeds; but it is beco*nmtr apparent that
our industrial sysitzm is breaklng down, and
new methods must be adopted.
I realise, likeo cther hon. members, that it
e=sopr ial for us gradually to build up

snufacturing industries in Quecnsland; but
urder present circumstances, with a ) YT
overdraft, and something like £35.000,000 a
vear to be sert abroad which Australia has
to payv in the sl of interest and other
e¥POLIC], OUT | industries are of out-
stending importance fo the Commonwealth
and the Statf\\

If we in Quecensland could follo the
advice g;von bv the Pmne Minister of Aus-
tralia, Scullin, and produce more, wo
could improve our position to a great cxtent:
but, unfortunately, we cannet do it at a
moment’s notice, Tt will take at Icast a few
years to do so. The point, howover, is that
we should keop that cud in mind, becauwe
there 13 rcally only o vy of overcoming
our financial difficultics, and that is fo pro-
duco more, if possible, undor the c¢rndi-
tions prevailing to-day. If we have to take

Hon. 1. Waller,

))
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less for our exports, it would be far
better to do that than to allow any
of our industries to languish, as is the case
at the present time. In order to secure a
favourable trade balance it is necessary to
export onc-half of the total production; and
for that purpose manufacturing is and will
continue to bs practically a negligible quan-
tity.

Let me egive hon. members some idea of
the ratio of our exports which our industries
provide, in order to show the percentage
of primary products exported a:z compared
with the percentage of manufactur

Per cent.

Pastoral (mainly wool) ... ... B3
Agricultural (mainly wheat and
fiour) 25
Mining 10
Dairying, ete. 7
Forestry and fisherics 1
Total primary ... .o 96
Manufacturing 4
In other words, only 4 per cent, reprovents

exporis of manufactures. We have to be
careful with regard to our export busi-
ness.  Queonsland has a wonderful market
not only in Great Britain, which is our best
customer, but also in countries on the con-
tinent of Europe where wo have had a very
fine trade balance. Lately the tarilf in
Australia has been altered in such & way
that we are likely to lose trade with many
of these countrics overseas which can take

2 large amount of our products. It 1z ovly
natur I to expect that, as our tariff does their
cexport trade harm, so they will want to
retaliat" The following figures shoyw the
favourable trade balances with some of thesc
countries :—

£
Belgium ... §,133.817
France ... 11,500,000
Germany ... 5,500,000
Ttaly 3,750,000

Those figures represent the excess quantits of
the goods they have been gotting from us
over what they have hcon se‘nd‘}ng to us
We do not want to risk losing that trade.
We have to recover our position step by
step; and it is only by overcoming the enocr-
mous difficulties which confront incrcased
production that we can do so. We must not
give these wonderful customers of curs any
reason for retaliating and stopping taking
our goods as they have done in the _past.
meg thr\ lass year or two wool has fallen
50 per cent. in price; so that it is practically
down to thc pre-war level. Wheat—another
cxportable product—is also low in price;
‘.,nd what with lower returns from other
ronress, all of which means a reduction in
revenue from taxation, Awustralis iz faced
with a reduction in national income of
£70,000.000 per annum. Under these condi-
tions the impo:tance of our primarr indus-
tries carnot be over-rated. I do not intend

to refer to the whole of them; but ~ould
1 to refer to some which come more parv-
ticularly under the control of the Depart-

ment of Agriculture, and in respeet of v
there have been certain developments sine

I have been Minizter in charze of that
department. 1 recognisc that we have to
produce, and that there are man: things

1ich we can produce at a reasonable cost.
In other word:, we have to increase our
production in order to mect the situation.
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In uddition to older industries, we have
undertaken experiments in the growing of
fobarco; we have given a cotton guarantee;
and we have made agreements in regard to
wheat and bar All these industries are,
to a certain extent, new. Putting it in
ansther way, the Government’s policy has
been remodelled, and these industries are
being put on a better footing;
result 1s that production is inc
I shall later show in greater detail. A rise
in price, however, has been counteracted by
a rise in wages, s0 that we are in the posi-
tion of a dog trving to catch its own tail—
we cannot reach finalit If we are going
to produce the quantities of things that I
would fike to sce Australiz produce, we
have, therefore, to reduce the cost of pro-
ducmqn. It can be done in a rouzh wav by
rf;ducmg'wages; but the corrcet way is to
aim at improved efficicncy, and get more
results from the work that we put into
our production. This, at anv rate. is the
first method that should be adopted. Will
anybody tell me that Queensland is at a
dead end in regard to production ®

I have heard it said from time to time
that we are over-producing, and that it is
useless to produce to any further extent.
The sugar industry has been instanced as
one in connection with which it would be
useless to increase the present volume of
production, but special reasons dictate that
gher.f‘ should not be over-production in that
industry at the present time.

_ There is room for tremendous expansion
in other primary industries of the State.
I propose to show the wonderful expansion
in the primary industries over the last twolve
months.  When we speak of increased pro-
duction we must first aim in the direction
of inducing people to go upon the land,
and to do so we must make conditions
attractive not only for the older member=
of the community but particularly for the
younger members of the community, who
have 8 right to enjoy the amusements pro-
vided for their more fortunate brethren in
the sities and towns. If we have the courage
to face realities, then we shall be able to
overcome our present difficuities, That end
can ke achieved only by setting aside party
politics for the time being, although I
should like to see party politics abolished
for all time. We should work with the one
common object of saving one of the greatest
countries of the world. The prosperity of
the State is bound up with the prosperity
of the primary producer. .

During my occupancy of the position of
Sccretary for Agriculture and prior thereto I
have travelled extensively in Queensland with
a view to sccuring first-hand information
regarding the various industries in operation
in this State. During the comparatively short
period I have been in my present posi-
tion I have been particularly active in
moving about the State with this object
in view, and I have devoted prac
tically the whole of my spare time to
travelling from north to south and to some
extent into the west. Later I hope to
travel to the “ Woolly West ”’ to ascertain
the exact conditions prevailing in those parts.
I was particularly interested in the speech
delivered by the hon. member for Gregory
a few weeks ago, when he stated that in
some parts of his electorate the drought had
not yet broken. As he is a competent
authority upon pastoral matters, his remarks
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must receive cevery consideration. In Queens-
land we have wonderful primary industries,
from sugar in the North to fruit in the
Seuth, varying with climatic conditions pos-
sible only in a tropical country like our own.
With these industries in mind, one can only
come to the conclusion that there is vast
room for the development of these indus-
tries, particularly in view of the statements
made by hon. members representing rural
districts who have fully backed up my
opinion in this regard. I am satisfied that
we could launch out in many directions as
we have never done before.

This is the first opportunity I have had
of speaking on the Address in Reply since
taking office as a Minister of the Crown.
I reszlisc very much the responsibilities of
my position, knowing full well that the rami-
fications of my department cannot be appre-
ciated until one is placed in administrative
control of it. One must keep in very close
touch with all the new phases of agricultural
and pastoral life, which can be achieved
only by travel with a view to securing first-
hand information. The Secretary for Agri-
culture can be admirably supported in his
duties by hon. members who represent coun-
try constituencies, I have received consider-
able eusistance from the fifteen or sixteen
country members in this.Assembly, which has
enabled me probably to become more ecffi-
cient i1 my ministerial office.

1 sincercly hope that any steps proposed
by the Government to foster our primary
industries will not be viewed in a party
political light. I hope that hon. members
apposite will appreciate the assistance sought
to be extended by the Government, and will
lend their aid with a view to endeavouring
to overcome our present difficulties.

I subscribe most heartily to the commodity
marketing boards. They have exercised con-
siderable influence on the agricultural deve-
lopment of this State, There are fourtecn
boards in existence at the present time, and
during the past twelve months the various
boards and pools have been remodelled
administratively, T recognisc that this is
necessary every year to maintain the boards
and pools upon an efficient basis and with a
view to keeping the members concerned right
up to the eollar. A Minister must be par-
ticularly active to do this in order to get
the very best results. As one who has been
associated with the various boards and pools
for many years, and as one who has had
close association with the hon. member for
Lockyer and the hon. member for Albert in
conncction with the buiter stabilisation
scheme of Australia and various other asso-
ciations, T quite well recognise the position
of the primary industries of the State. I
also recognise the wonderful work that has
been done by the various organisations con-
cerned.

T am not talking now about the stabilisa-
tion of prices; I am talking about the
cconomy which is effected by the efficient
working of these boards. By remodelling
their methods of working from year to vear
the commodity koards have arrived at such
an efficient state of orgsnisation that they can
offer no excuse if anything should go wrong.
1 could refer to many separate boards as I
go along. I gave my wholehearted support
as a private member to the co-cperative
movement amongst farmers. I recognise that
I was then able to do so only in a limited
degree; but I now recognise that in my

Hon. H. F. Walker.]
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capacity as Ministor I c¢an help them a gveatb
desl more. I shall depart flom the wsual
procedure adopted by the Minister by gl\mw
the various organisations. whether it be t
Wheat Board, the Butter Board, or any other
hoard, the cvzhﬂencp of the IMMinister with a
view to getting in return that reciprocal con-
fidence which is necessarv for the eflicient and
economic handling cof that commodity. I, as
onie who has always taken the farmers into
his confidence, recogx ed that by doing so
in my speeches at the half-yearly meotings of
the co-operative or.,nm:at‘on‘ when I placed
a cortain amount of responsibility on their
sheulders, reclising that Uﬁereby 1 shall sccure

from them a g)c.,tcl measure of cioncy,
and, what is more, a studied measurc of

cocnomy in regard 40 their finances, which,
perhaps, hss not received the close art
in the past that it should have done,
the poliny I intend to pursue. By so doing
- I predict that in a year or two ths countrs
ranlise to a grester dogree what I a
ng to con to hon. members to-day. I
realise the importance of the cultivation of
good will as between co-operative bodies and
buzincss and financial interesis. I could
zive many illustrations where thev have made
great mistakes.  For instance, they are
iclined to leok upon man not in the
ive movement as a man who is dis-
t. That iz a fallacious notlon. Wea
have many of the ﬁ*‘.fj churacters in the
wor;d in our cemmercial ¢irclis—upright e,
srd men of integrity—and by Lhm g
them from trade you are going to create a
pesition in connectior with auy commodity
similar to that crcated by th‘ primary pro-
ducers of New Zealard when they went over
to London and started a butter agency. The
result was that they had about £2,000.000
worth of butter left on their hands. We all
have to live; and one of the belie’s of the
co-operative movement is that a man has the
right to live, whether he belicve: in the
co-operative movemont or not. Thabt is a
policy which T intend to adept. I yecogn
that, if there is any speculation of a
honest character detrimental to the inte
0[ the primary producer, we have the v
to elimimats it; but it is wrong to attempt to
(‘l,nhnaf the man who is in close to with
the primary producer, and who is sndeavour-
ing to carry on business on sound, hon

lir
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producticn. It s as por as v

sibly get it. Some 1 of the cnormous
importance of t’his i rv to Quoucensland
may be gauged by the fact that luct vour the
output wa: valued at £10,5 8587 Apart
from the fact that an enovmous number of
peuple are engaged in the industry in all its
phases, there is the natic aspoed of its
importanes to Am‘rl he portion of car
which is almost
devots=d to sugar- growing, is prac-
¢ Hy unsuitable fer any other form of pro-
duction. It is far removed from markets,
and the long transport would be too heavy
an impost for any other business to be car-
ried on there. The ships onguged in our
cosstal  trade are practically  without
refrigerated  space, and lead practically
vothing clse but sugar from the North,

can pos-

T
cmxstlmn north of Townsville,

At the present time we are producing
£10,808,587 worth of sugar per annum.
whereas in 1902 the production totalled
£353,801, which gives some idea of the

uxrﬂoct mushroom-like growth of this wonder-
ful industry. Further, it may intorest hon.
members to know that the sugar-growers
pay half the adwinistrative costs entailed in
the business, and coutribute half the cost
of the experimentnl and scientific research
cork which has been so successful,  All that
gocs to show what can be done by putting
upon  these poople  the respensibility  to
which I hsave alluded. Not more than thirty
JRALS AFO A sugar- w3l with a capacity of

(‘ ) tons of cane was considered a parti-
cutarly big mill, whercas to-day the average
capeeity 1s 200, 606 tous. (ucer stand leads
the world in the standard of cfficieney and
deonomy In sugar mabnagement. Whereas
some years ago 9.49 fons of cane were required
to m:ake a ton of sugar, to-day it takes only
6.92 tors. That gives somc idea of the
woi:derful work of the scientist: connscted
with the industry in incressing production
nnd reducing the cost of production.

That Dbrings me to
guestion of eutoroleg It may surprise
hon. members to know fhat, if we wanted a
new  cutomelogist to-morrow. we could neb
got him locally, or even in Aus 13 What
a shocking stato of affairs that, : ltu’mrrh we
have a universits, we are not e'lumtmg our
own entcmolegists! At the present time [
am obtaining a report as to the possibility
of obtaining an entomologist from overscas;
Lut ir i+ rather unfortunate that we should

ave to lmr‘mt and acclimatise men, instead
of concentrating on loecily trained entomo-
logists.

another point-—the

Pr aav ales interest hon. members to know
tha Justry pwndes employment
for 21,000 men in the feid and 7, 000 men in

mills and refizorvies. Dosplte the general
talk on the matter, only % per cent. of
foreigners are employed in  this muu:,tlv

Tn that connection it is vathor di‘apnomimg
that seme hon. membors opposite sheuld
have had so murch to say on the question of
forcigners engaged in the mou“r 7, and also
on the alleged high prices paid for sugar
fand. All that talk is merely providing
ammunition for the oppouents of our sugar
industry in the South. As to the employ-

ment of foreigners in the industr ¢ have
had extensive German sottlement’ in ¥y
gone and I do not supposs one could

get a finer type of sottler than the German.

It may not Le inopportune to discuss the
question” of the price paid for sugar. Vari-
ous statements have been made in this House
on the subject; but, for the information of
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hon. members gencrally, T swould mention
that the export price of £9 17s. per ton and
the local price of £26 16s. gave an average
of £20 5s. 10d. per ton for all our sugar for
1929, which shows that those engaged in the
industry did not get too much for their pro-
duct. We should take off our hats to those
who have tried to export the maximum
amount of sugar which the industry will
allow.

Much has been said about the cmbargo
being removed; but, in my opinion, the
cmbargo will never be vemoved. If the price
is "reduced, it will mean the closing up of
the industry south of Towpsville. In those
circumstances, how could the people dis-
placed be employed at a time like the
prosent?  No reduction at . all is possible.
They might stand a little reduction in the
North, but to the south of Townsville cer-
tainly not, and the greatest quantity of sugar
is preduced south of Townsville. The agree-
ment under which the sugar indusiry has
been working has been of tremendous value
to the industry, which, during the existence
of the agrcement, has been extended and has
bocome more efficient from year to year.
During the war Australia had to import
sugar; but now we are exporting large
quantitics, Our greatest trouble to-day is
due to the fact that the price of sugar in all
cther sugar-producing countries of the world
is right down to bedrock, and in many cases
they cannot sell the whole of the sugar pro-
duced. In some countrics sugar 1z being
soid at such a low price that, although it is
grown by black labour, it is produced at a
loss. All this calamity-howling in the South
for a reduction in the price of sugar is due
to the low price obtainable in countries where
it is produced by black labour. The report
of the West Iudiss Commission, hcaded by
Lord Oliver, and appointed by the present
Labour Government in Great Britain, shows
that, even with the aid of British prefer-
ence, these islands cannot duce sugar at
present prices. Sir Franeis Watts, of Mauri-
tius, states that that island, where the cost
of production i3 below that of ali foreign
countries except Java, 1s carrying on the
industry at a loss.

These low prices, due to over-production,
are mainly responsible for the Southern agi-
tation againet the industry in Quecnsland.

In the same way there is an accumulation
of wheat throughout the grain producing
countries of the world, there being a carry-
over from last year of 600,000,000 bushels;
and, outside of the United States of America,
every wheat-growing country is going
to have a vecord crop this year. 'The
5,000,000 tons output of sugar in Cuba is
the controlling factor in the world’s price,
so it will be seen that the people in the
South have choscn an opportune time to try
to get a reduction in the price of sugar, for
which they have been agitating for some
vears. I hope that Mr. Scullin and his
Government will be sufficiently strong o give
the sugar industry a ‘““square go.” If the
Scullin Government only take notice of the
evidence given before the tribunal about to
be appointed, then we have nothing to fear,
because already we are carrying out econo-
mies, not only in the mills but in the
administration and in the fields. The result
must be a win for the Queensland sugar
industry; but we do not want any of these
calamity-howlers and political nondescripts
in the South coming forward and saying,

[19 Avugusr.]
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“We must have cheap sugar.” The same
men are never satisfied. They want cheap
food, short hours, and big wuges.

Mr. Haxrtox: If wages are coming down,
you cannot blame the people for requiring
cheap food.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
When the hon. member wes talking about
wages coming down, he tock up a different
attitude altogether.  ¥f the cost of living
comes down, then the basic wage should
come down accordingly. We cannot have
the basic wage going up and the cost of
living coming down. At the same time
there are highly protected indwstries down

South in connection with food-

[3.30 p.in.] stufls, preserved  fruits, and

_other such things. We know that
the difficult position in Queensland is due
to the fact that taxation ihas been particu-
larly high and we have nct had the big
commercial undertakings to provide users
for our primary products. Ve have had to
rely on Victoria, for 1 ce, in regard to
boots, a good many of whici: at the present
come from that State. At the same time 1
think that Qucensland boots would be found
to be worn on this side of the House. We
have taken an enormous amount of manu-
factured goods fromm Vietor but the people
in that State are not reciprocesting. Take
for instance the banana industry. The people
in Victoria want to get bananas from Niji,
while we in Queensland are producing a
better article than ¥iji and at a lesser price.
The position of Queensland in regard to the
sugar embargo is unassailable.

I would like to refer to the arguments
with regard to the over-supply of sugar. A
little while ago a confercnce was held in the
Department of Agriculture with regard to
this question. and an arrangement was made
which has given a great degree of satisfac-
tion.

Tha SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
memkber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders,

Mr. GRIMSTONE (Ytonls
move-—

I beg to

** That the hon. member be granted
an extension of time to enable him to
complete his speech.”

The SPEAKER: Is it the will of the
House that the hon. member be granted an
extension of time to enable him to complete
his speech?

HoxourasLe MEVBERS: Ilear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I thank the House for allowing me to con-
tinue my speech. I was referring to the
question of assignments in the sugar indus-
try. I honestly think thas 98 per cent. of
the farmers arc perfectly satisficd with the
asiignments granted by the Central Sugar
Cane Prices Board. We certainly gave them
a little privilege by giving them the benefit
of an appeal court extending over a month
in which to renew any further claim; and
in some cas¢s, on acrount of previous mis-
takes, applicants were permitted to put in
fresh claims. There is nothing to stop any
faermer from over-producing ¢anc if he is
prepared to accept world parity rates. We
have not blocked sugar production; on the
contrary we are doing everylhing possible
to eacourage our sugar produccrs.

The guestion of a peak vear was gone
into, and dealt with by the couference, The

Hon. H. F. Walker.)
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made suggestions 1o me as
and satisfaciory arrangements
and
bing is now going on very mwuthlv

What about the valuation of

SUGAL-Erowers
a mediator,

were madr‘ with regard to a peak vear,
cveryt!
Mr. BRUCE:

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
we assigned further arveas, we would
increase om production, and the farmer
would never bhe able to carry on at the
overseas oxport price. The vewult is that
assigned areas cannot be extended at present.
When these arrangements were come to

between the Sugar Board and the sugar-
growers, it was shown that the assignments
were based on ccrtain g101md= and overy

claim is considered on its merits. As Minister
I have never interfered with the board, but
hive listened and gone into matters with
the board, which has impartially dealt with
all applications for assignnients.

Another subject I would like to speak
about is the increase which has taken place
in the dairying industry in recent years. This
matter has been dealt with very ably by
two other members of the Country Party.
This is an industry well worth fostering,
and the production is greatly on the increase.
It is_truly wonderful what has been done
in this industry, and \\hat the farmers them-
selves are doing to reduce the cost of
production. W hen I tell hon, members that
there are 22,500 farmers in  Queensland
engaged in this industry, and that with their
families and employees they are providing
work for 38,000 persons, tney will realise
its vast importance. Last vear we in
Queensiand produced £6,232,581 worth of
butter, most of which was e\polt“d That
represented an increases over the preceding
vear of over £500,000, which was quitc a
considerable sum. This is where the cost
of produciion enters into the problem in
this industry. In the first place we have
throughout the State a number of very fine
factori s, second to none in the world. They
are managed by a lot of enthusiastic men,
who are always concentrating on reducing
the cost of ploducmoq by every sound c¢co-
nomic means, both in respect of factory
methods, the introduction of the latest
machinery, compulsory pasteurisation—wiich
is now practically effected in the industry—
and every other improvement which can be
applied, These men arve cndeavouring by
these means to manufaetule butter at an
economic cost. The same thing is common
throughout the State, and cue has only to
travel through the country districts to
realise ib.

Similar steps are being taken to improve
tho breed of cattle, We find dairymen every-
where availing themselves of herd-testing
facilities and the subsidies which the depart-
ment offers for the purchase of sires—a
system inaugurated by the late Government
and which has been used more in the last
twelve months than ever before, simply
because we have put forward the scheme in
such a way that the people concerned know
how to take advantage of it. Unfortunately,
however, we have had to reduce the subsidy
in each case from £50 to £25 by reason
of the fact that the system was being availed
of to such an extent that we could sce that
the farmer was not getting the full benefit
of it, but that it was mostly benefiting two
or thrce breeders. Wo also have come tfo
the conclusion that £25 is really a fair
amount to allow, because, if a man wishes

[Hon. H. F. Walker.
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to buy a bull worth £80 or more, the prob-
ability is that he is well able to afford it
without Government assistance.

Here I would like to refer to the illus-
tration we have had at the Brisbane Exhibi-
tion during the past week of the valuable
results of Lhe industry to this State, where
we had a greater dairy show than could
be seen In any other country in the world.
That is probably a big statement to make,
but I am given to undemtfmd by competont
judges that the dairy show here was the
biggest to be seen in any part of the world.
That speaks well for Quoemland and well
for the industry. Moreover, one had only to
look at the quality of the products exhibited
to see that it would compare more than
favourably with that which could be dis-
played by other countries, although they have
larger numbers of stock and are longer in
the industry. In regard to this industry,
I would like to refer to the way in which
the Covernment have endeavoured to assist

it by experiments where they have been
necessary.  We have for years been
in\ cstignting  woed taint in  butter. 1

nd the experts of my depariment thought
xb wise to conduct exhaustive experiments
to see whether the taint was really appear-
ing in the butter from the wood of the
bO\u and we made an exhaustive inguiry
for that purpose with the assistance of Mr.
Uhlmann and Mr. Saxelby, represanting oue
of the associations cngaged in the indusiry.
We took that course because I wanted to
get away from the department to a certain
extent and have an independent inquiry.
Those gentlemen made an exhaustive inve
wation, and it was discovered that no wood
taint aw,ppearod tc anyv extent in butter in
boxes made from Queensland timbers, We
have been suffering for years becuuse those
in authority in the old country, mostly
Commonwealth  officers, represented that
wood taint did appear in Queensland and
New Zealand butter. We found that quite
the contrary was the case, and that wood
taint appeared in Southern butter-bexes to
a greater extent than in boxes made from
our Quecnsland hoop and bunya pine, and we
have been strongly recominerded to go ahcad
and use our own white pine for butter-boxes
as we have been doing in the past. In that
way we have dealt with one of the things
with which we bhave had to contend, and
we have achieved good results for Queers-
land.

Another matter to which I would like
to refer is the top-dressing of pastures in
our coastal areas. We have been carrying
on exprriments to encourage farmers to go
in for top-dressing their pasturcs with a view
to bringing about greater production, and
consoquently reduce the cost of production.
For example, if we coukl only get a cow
to produce 10 1b. more of butter in a year,
it . weuld mean an annual increase in the
export of £2,000,000 from Australia. Ilon.
members can see what a wonderful thing
it would be if we could achieve even that
result. The same thing applies to the sheep
industry. If we could evolve a type of
sheep which would grow an additional pound
of wool, it would mean an additional
£5,000,000 to the income of Australia.

T should also like to refer to the wheat
industry, which is one of the most important
primary industries in Queensland. One must
be convinced on this point after an inspection
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of the Darling Downs. I have come defi-
nitely to the conclusion that there is a great
opportumty to launch out with a new wheat
scheme. A scheme has already been entered
upon, and up to the present it has indeed
been highly successful. It is subject to a
little criticism now and then—nothing seri-
ous—but ecriticism which may generaliv be
termed useful. Quecnsiand was producing
approximately 2,500,000 bushels of wheat per
annum and was conswmning at the rate of
6,000,000 bushels par annum. With a view
to grmtor ploduchon a scheme was launched
guaranteeing to the growers 4s. per bushe]
at country Tailw ay statlons with the result
that this year the crop is estimated at
4,250,000 bushels, with every appearance of
a 6,000,000-bushel crop next year. In other
words, we are golng to see that cvery
Queenslander will be eating bread manufac-
tured from Queensland flour.. The millers
agroed to take the wheat at certain figures.
which really amount to 1d. per bushel over
Darling Harbour rates. Both sections of
the industry are particularly well pleased
with the arrangement. I understand that
the millers m_d(\ a mistake in taking over
an cnormous quantity of standover wheat
last scason, and that they had a particulavly
bad time m\'ing to the holding up of the
gristing. Prior to our taking office it was
estimated that approximately 130,000 bushels
of wheat could not be accounted for on the
Downs in the 1927.1923 season. and the
Government acted wisely in endeavouring to
save that loss in the 1927-1928 season to
the communit: This year the area under
wheat has been incrcased by 10 per cent.;
and by the .conscvvation of moisture and
improved farining methods it is eqtmlaiml
that the increase in production will be 25
per cent, as compared with last year. 1
have come o the conclusion that 6.030.000
bushels will be obtained under favourable
conditions.

The cotton industry is a very important
industry, but it is one that has been languish-
ing and has been the political football of
all’ partizs for years. Last year the Govern-
ment 1(Logm<mi that a guarantee must be
given in order that the 1ndu<frv should be
stimulated. The Government have guaran-
teed 5d. per 1b. for cotton, with the result
that this vear 10.000 bales of cotton have
been  produced—truly a great dCth\(‘-
uient.  There is every appearance of the
output being doubled under favourable
conditions. We have had to contend with
many things. A cerfain type of grub, the
corn-ear worm, was responsible for the
destruction of the crop in some arecwus.
I have alwavs held the opinion that. if
these little difficulties and obstacles ave
earnestly grappled with, thev can  he
surmounted, although we might not have
a good crop every vear. The Government
commenced by providing a guarantee of 5d.
per 1b., and then guaranteed the purchasc of
the ginneries at a sum of approximately
£137,000. We then paid £18,000 for improve-
ments and equipment of the ginneries so
that they might be modernised.  One of the
fatest  devices in cotton-ginning will be
installed in Rockhampton on TFridav next.
These things will give hon. members some
idea of the sympathy of the Government
towards the primary industries of the State.
The Government have one object in view—to
assist in  production. It will be readily
admitted that, with able representatives on
the board who are prepared to shoulder
their responsibilities, there must be efficiency
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and economy. We permitted the growers
to take over the ginneries twelve months
carlier than was anticipated, resulting in a
saving of £2500) to £30,000 on the year’s
work. That is antlupated at the present
time. So hon. members can see it is a sound
business,

In order to help the cotton-grower to
increase production we have launched out
into many experiments, Iirst of all, we have
an experimental farm in the Dawson Va alley
area, as well as experimental cotton plots
all over the place. Recently, on the sug-
gestion and recommendation of Mr. Wells,
the cotton expert, supported by the farmers,
we introduced twelve different new varietics
of cotton seed. We have to be extremely
careful in this respect, for the simple reason
that we might introduce manz of the diseases
in existence in America to-day. Iiven under
the most stringent conditions and drastic
treatment that science applies in  ger-
minating seed, we found that it was not

wise to go any further at the present time.
The new varieties of cotton seed which we
are introducing inside the next twelve
months will be sufficient to experiment with
over the whole of our State to ascertain
which type is the most suitable for our
climatic conditions.

We have also launched out in regard to
tobucco-growing. Hon. members, and more
])qlthu]allv the consulting committee, com-
posed of some of the under secretaries of
the various departments and departmental
heads—I preside over the commiftec, which
deliberates from month to month—have given
me great help in the endeavour of the
Government to extend this industry. We
realise the wonderful opportunities that exist
for this State in regard to tobacco-growing
Queensland appears to be one of the most
suitable of the States to produce a

bright fluecured leaf of good texture
and of suitable smoking quality. The
Tobacco Investigation Committee resolved

to plant plots in many arcas as far
north as Hfareeba, covering an arca approxi-
mately of 30,000 square miles. Our operations
are guided by the Commonwealth com-
mlttee with Mr. Slagg as the director. We
are not paying for these experiments, which
are the result of an arrangement between the
States and the Commonwealth. BJr. Slagg
considers that Queensland is right out on het
own in connection with the growing of a
tobacco leaf of a suitable quality. The
operations in the industry in Queessland
have been conducted on a smell scale in the
past. The reason was that the ground
selected was quite unsuitable for the purpose.
It is not a question now of growing the
fine long leaf which we were accustomed ta
hear about in the past, but the cultivation
of a leaf with a fine aroma and of a
smoking quality which we all apvreciate.
We have launched out in our investigations
in a small way on thirty farms., T am par-
ticularly pleased with the results achieved,
because one of myv life’s ambitions has been
the development of the policy of opening
lands for selection on the old homestead
conditions, giving the sclector the right of
purchase at 2s. 6d. per acre on terms extend-
ing over thirty years. The Secretary fo:
Public Lands has inaugurated such a scheme,
and I trust that there will be a continuance
of this policy for many years to come.
Tobacco to-day 1is selling particularly well.
Growers in the Texas district arc receiving
nearly £200 per acre for their leaf. A very

Hon, H. F. Walker.]
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fine tobacco leaf is being grown at Texas,
and experts have given the opinion that the
industry which has been established there
can be successfully extended. It is a long
way from Texas to Mareeba, but there is
nothing to prevent the development of the
industry in the Mareeba district. The leaf
produced in North Queensland was descubed
in evidence given before the Federal parlia-
mentary select committee as the best yet
produced in the Commonwealth.

Much has been done in regard to the
cradication of prickly-pear in Queensland.
This work was started by the late Govern-
ment, assisted by the Commonwealth
Prickly-pear Board, which introduced the
cactoblastis cactorum grub, which has done
such good work and is continuing to do
such good work to-day. From an Agricul-
tural Department point of view we have to
find something to produce on land where
the prickly-pear used to grow, as useless
grasses—certainly not as ugly as prickly-pear
though cqually as useless—are growing in the
place of pear.

This year at Palardo we have carried out
ten to twelve experiments on blocks of from
3 to 4 acres each. Grasses and fodder cereals
have been grown, and the results achieved
have been truly astounding. When I tell
hon. members that in one patch alone the
production was 14 tons por acre, they will
realise the wonderful growth, and will appre-
ciate how that will revolutionise a district
from a dairying, cattle-raising, or sheep-rais-
ing poirt of view. That can be done for £1
per acre, which includes ringing, planting,
and seeding. It is quite a cheap job, and
well within the reach of any person with
limited resources.

Another important industry in Queensland
is the banana industry, which is worth
£1.000,030 per annum. Action has had to be
taken to exterminate the bananas grown in
back yards in the metropolis and subarbs;
and, although T am sorry that it has been
necessary to take that action, had this
action been taken four or five years ago
there would be no “bunchy top’ north of
Brisbane to-day. As a matier of fact, we
found that a very prominent person hvmg
two or threc miles f10m Brisbane actuallv
introduced plants from a ““ bunchy top ” area
and spread the dlwase in Brisbane. At all
events, ‘‘ bunchy top 7 is with us, and has to
be combated.

Although the grading and quality of
bananas have improved, there is still con-
siderable room for improvement. The legis-
lation passcd last year has been responsible
for improved work by giving greater power
t ) create quarantine mrea% 1t is ‘paltlculdrlv
pleaxing to know thut “bunchy top ” has not
spread “horth during the last twelve months.
for the simple rearon that we have concen-
trated on that area by compelling owners to
clean up affected plantatlons I trust that
within the next four or five years the diseuse
will be completely exterminated from the
Brishane area.

\We have also ieaf snot and heetle borer
with which to contend. The grower may
carty out cxperiments with regard to the
beetle borer and pmbomng, but what can he
do from a scientific point of view? The
result is that we are up against big problems
—firstly, from a shortage of money, and,
moondlv by reason of the fact that we have
not the cxperts available.
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We have launched out in another pool—the
barley pool. Over 100,000 bushels of barley
are bmng produced in Queensland. Instead
of getting their supplies from the South, the
brewers of Queensland have come to our
assistance, and are now purchasing most of
their requirements locally.

Soil survey is another line of actlwtv on
which we have embarked. That is particu-
larly useful in a country like Queensland,
where men in the past have gone out into
the wilderness to take pot luck, and would in
many cases have failed had it not been for
the wonderful varietv of soils on the land
which they selected. To-day we want a soil
surveyor. and we cannot get one in Queens-
land. To meet the position we have had to
send a junior officer to the Waite Institute
in South Australia for a course of training
in soil survey methods, but it will take
twelve months before that training is com-
pleted.

Again I say that the students in our uni-
versity chould be trained to do this work.
We do not want to take the first man that
comes along, as he may not be suitable. We
have not a soil surveyor at the present time,
although we have a committee appointed.
We have launched out by sending two sur-
veyors. and they are going over an immense
amount of our western land on which pear
has been destroyed by the cactoblastis with
a view to seeing whether that land can be
put under wheat and so increase our wheat
production.

We have also carried out experiments in
regard to maize-growing. and, what is more,
we are h"]zring the ravages of disease. The
department has also carried out _cxperiments
in regard to tuberculosis, and it is only right
that I should let the House know the results
of these experiments. First of all, I should
like to point out that we are losing £15.000
a year through tuberculosis in pigs. That
enormous loss is passed on to the farmer.
Previously there was no supervision in regard
to pig breeding, but now the dairy expert
has a dual position, When he goes upon a
farm now, he has the duty of m%pbctlng the
piggeries “with a view to cleaning them up.
}\peumenfs were carried out at Yeerong-
pilly with six pigs. Three of them were fed
on pasteurised milk and three were not; and
the expoument proved conclusively that the
three pigs fed on milk direct from the cow
were diseased, while those fed on pasteurised
milk were not. That was confirmed by the
bacon factories, as, when the pork was put
into cold stores and cured, they found the
germs were alive two months afterwards.
showing conclusively that cold storage did
pot kill the germs. These are some of the
things that the Department of Agriculture
is doing. We are doing all we possibly can
to help our industries.

We also have experimental plots in pas-
toral areas in connection with the growing
of fodder on a small scale, for we rccognise
that the time is not opportune to launch out
on a big scale. No one can say that in some
areas where cvaporation is not too great we
cannot grow a certain amount of fodder. At
any rate, the result will be benecficial, and
will decide once and for all whether fodder
can be grown for pastoral purposes.

At this stage of our national development
I cannot stress too strongly that the well-
being of the Commonwealth is bound up in
agricultural and other rural pursuits. The
only sound way to securc continued increase
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in production is to improve farming methods,
to eliminate the hazards of rural enterprise,
and to apply the lessons of science to every
branch of production. It has been said that
every extra bushel of wheat per acre taken
from the soil is worth £3,000,000 to Aus-
tralia. Every insect and vegetable pest we
learn to control saves enormous financial loss.
Anvone who studies the temperature from
Stanthorpe up to North Qucensland must
realise that it will reauire an enormous fund
to cope with the varions diseases. Rvery
application of new knowledge to pasture and
soil management and animal husbandry
means an immenss amount of added wealth
to the country.

I have endeavoured to give the House some
idea of what the Government have been
doing. Hon. members must admit that we
have not been altogether idle, and I am
pleased to say that during this debate there
has been hardly anvy criticism of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. While I appreciate
that very much, T also recognise that healthy
criticism docs an enormous amount of good.
Without criticism the department might beo
prone to sit back and do nothing.

I conclude by congratulating the mover and
seconder of the motion for their verv excel-
lent addresses.

Mr. BRAND (Burrum): I desire to offer
my congratulations to the Secretary for
Agriculture on the practical nature of his
remarks on this occasion. He has clearly

shown that the Government of

[4 p.m.] Quecensland arc doing all that is

possible in their endeavour to put
the affairs of Queensland on a satisfactory
footing. I feel that the legislation forecast
in the Governor’s Speech and which will be
placed on the statute-book during the pre-
sent session will be in the interests of the
people of Queensland and for the better-
ment of Australia.

We are passing through very serious times.
We are told that there is financial depres-
sion, and there is a conferenze sitting at the
moment in Melbourne of State and Federal
Premiers and Treasurers, with Sir Otto
Niemeyer representing the Bank of England.
Whatever may be the result of the delibera-
tions of that conference, one thing certain is
that the people of Australia musi get the
country out of the trouble we are in. What-
cever Governments may be in power con-
trolling the destinies of the people, they
should cater for every requirement of the
people so that they can give of their best
in_the timo of need. I believe that the
primary producers in particular will be
called upon to make greater efforts in pro-
ducing those things which we must have to
help the country in this time of need. This
is going to be very hard, because at the
present moment the prices of all primary
products which have to be exported overseas
have fallen. Consequently, when we have
to urge primary producers to greater produc-
tion, it is very hard for them when prices
are so low; but I believe the primary pro-
ducers of Queensland will respond to the
appeal of the Prime Minister and the Pre-
miers of the States to produce more so that
we can balance our budgets and also balance
our trade overseas. The position is that
we have been having an adverse balance
abroad for a number of years of such an
extent that we are unable to got those loan
moneys to adjust the trade balance that we
obtained in days gone by. I find that in
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1921-22 our credit balance abroad was some
£51,100,000. In the six years following—
1922-23 to 1928-29—there was an adverse
balance of trade, including interest payable
abroad, of something like £264,000,000.
Therefore, at 30th June, 1929, our debit
balance should have been £212,800,000. But
during those years Australia borrowed some-
thing like £160,700,000, which left a debit
balance on 30th June, 1923, of £52,200,000.
We would have been in a much worse posi-
tion so far as our debit trading balance was
concerned had we not been able to borrow
that money. The difficult position we are in
to-day is owing to the fact that we are not
able to borrow moneys overseas to balance
our trading debit. This Government cannot
be held responsible for what has taken place
in the government of Queensland in years
gone by or in connection with the other
Governments of Australia.

At 4.4 pm.,

The Cuarrvan or Coyumrrrees (Mr. Roberts,
East Toowoombu) relieved the Speaker in
the chair.

Mr, BRAND: Yet the criticism offered
by the Labour Party in this Chamber seems
to indicate that hon. members opposite are
of opinion that the Moore Government are
wholly responsible for the position. We
are told by hon. members on the other side
that at this time, when money is so scarce,
we should spend more money in order to
help the people. Tet me say at once that
I believe that we should spend all that it
is possible for us to spend in assisting the
people of our State, but we cannot spend
more than we have, and that we are spend-
ing to the limit is indicated by the state-
ment in the Address in Reply that last year
we experienced a very serious debit balance
in our financing. I think it was the Leader
of the Opposition who seemed to claim that
we should spend more money than we are
spending to-day, urging that a large sum
had been left by the Labour Government
for the benefit of this Government and
that we should have spent it more freely.

Ifr. Prsase: We did not. We said that
you should spend the amount that Parlia-
ment appropriated.

Mr. BRAND: Hon. members opposite
contended that we should spend more monecy,
and that they had left a lot of money that
we could have spent. We are spending the
money that we have in the best way pos-
sible.  If it is desirable to spend more,
and if the criticism of the Labour Party
is worth listening to, why did they not spend
more than they actually did in the three
months prior to going out of office at the
beginning of last year? We are carrying
on with the loan money available for the
benefit of the people, and we are husband-
ing as much of those resources as it is
possible for us to do, so that we shxll not
be left without any supplies of loan funds.

I said a moment ago that we were facing
to-day the wretched position, not only of
being unable to secure loan money overseas
to help us in the further development of
our State, but also of finding that the pro-
ducts we sell overseas are fetching prices
much lower than last year and the years
before. These together are making the
position very difficult for us. I think it was
the Labour Premier of Western Australia,
Sir Robert Collier, who some eighteen

Mr. Brand.]
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months ago at a Premiers’ Conference indi-
cated what would happen if a serious fall
in the prices of exportable products of Aus-
tralia took place, At the conference held
in Canberra in May, 1929, he said—

“Wo find to-day that because of our
relatively high cost of production we
are unable to compete with the other
countries of the world. T venture to
say that, if we had a severe drop in
the prices of our staple produce, such as
wool and wheat, assoclated with a bad
season or two, Australia would be faced
with the greatest crisis in 1its history.
The cost of production must undoubtedly
be reduced.”

That is the position we have reached to-duy.
To my mind it is unfortunate, because I
do not like to sce prices coming down. I
believe that, if it is possible for us so to do.
we should enjoy high prices. That is better
for the people if it is possible; but we are
unfortunately faced with the fact that the
prices of our commoditics have come down.
The Governments throughout Australia
should be very careful to see that at the
same time the purchasing power of the
people is not reduced. I believe that we
should strain every effort to maintain the
purchasing power of our people, but I
believe that no State Government is able
to achicve that result, and that it lies solely
with the Federal Government who control
the Customs duties. The duties imposed on
products coming into this country have a
great bearing on the cost of living, and the
great mass of the people, who work for
wages, undoubtedly have a vital interest
in the cost of living. They desire that that
cost of living should bo in proportion to the
wages they receive, and so, not only as a
Government but also as representatives of the
people living in rural arcas we desirve to see
that the purchasing power of money shall
not be sericusiy reduced, besause that would
affect the prices which we would receive
for our commniodities.

Mr. Prass: Is thet why the Government
suspanded the rural workers’ award?

Mr. BRAND: 'The Government took
action in conformity with their pre-election
pledge, and they were supported whole-
heartedly by the people in rural areas. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition appears
to labour under the delusion that becavse
that award was suspended wages were
reduced. He appears to think that the only
wage that can be paid to-day is a wage
awarded by the Industrial Court. There is
a very scrious division of opinion on the
matter, particularly among those sho follow
the hon. member in politics.

Mr. Prsse: You cannot sxpect the same
price for sugar if you demand a reduction
in wages.

Mr. BRAND: The purchasing power of
the community should be maintained, and
no Government is doing more to maintain
the purchasing power of the community
than is the Moore Government. Reduction
of wages is not a matter eonfined to National-
ist Governments or to Labour Governments.
We have in power in Australia to-day both
Nationalist and Labour Governments; and
in all Labour-governed States 1t has been
found necessary to reduce the wages of the
workers. Unfortunately, the action is neses-
sary in view of the present financial position
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of Australia as a whole. The financial
depression is seriously affecting us indus-
trially, and is having a direct effect upon
the worler, upon the primary producer, upon
the business man—in fact, upon every person
in the community, I would remind hon.
members opposite, when they endeavour—
as they have done during this debate—to
criticise the Moore Government for reducing
the basic wage and other wages, that their
own Governments In other parts of Aus-
tralia have done exactly the same thing as
nccessity arose, and as hou. members oppo-
site did when they were in power. It is vot
a question of Governments, but is definitely
i matter of economic law. The Fedeval
hasic wage, as determined by a Federal
court, subject to adminisiration by the
Federal Labour (Government, has been fixed
at £3 1% per weck for Queensland, whilst
the basic wage declared by onr Industrial
Court is £4 a week, indicating that since
our Government came into power there has
been a reduction in the Federal basic wage
of 7s. per week but a reduction of only 5s.
per weck in the basic wage awarded by the
State Industrial Court. In the past we
endeavoured to provide for the workers a
high standard of living, with the result that
an cnormous number of workers are unable
to secure empleyment. I am sure that all
Queensland  will congratulate the present
Secretary for Labour and Industry for his
painsiaking and sympathetic endeavour to
deal with this unfortunate problem by the
mtroduction of a relief scheme which bas
cnabled a very large number of people who
hitherto were unable to sceure work to
obtain some of the necessaries of life. The
unemployed workers should have our first
consideration, and should be provided with
sufficient work to enable themn to sccure some
of the necessaries of life, The unemploy-
ment situation has become such a vital ques-
tion that all Governments have been zom-
pelled to seek new avenues of employment
for those who are unemployed; aund T am
pleased that the Minister in charge of the
relicf scheme in  Queensland proposes to
utilise the money available upon work of a
reproductive character.  That will possibl;
help to settle those out of work in per-
manent positions.

We want a more vigorous land settlement
policy. I recognise that the man on the
lond to-day is faced with the problems of
over-production and of glutted markets;
consequently, the prices that he will receive.
for his product will be smaller. Some will
say that we should not settle more people
on the land at a time when there is an over-
production of rural commoditics; but I do
not know of any other place where we can
settle our people except by putting them on
the land. Producers have invariably to face
the problem of reduced market prices over-
seag; but the time will come when oversea
prices will be better than ther are to-day.
The world’s market prices are mainly the
result of a residual market, because the
prices received are the prices of commodities
which have been dumped from every country.
We cannot build up our industries on the
basis of prices received overscas for our
products; but we should have a vigorous
land scttlement scheme, as indicated by the
Secretary for Agriculture, for the develop-
ment of new industries which will place the
producer in a inuch better position than
many are in to-day.
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The Speech of His Excellency indicated a
more active land settlement policy, parti-
cularly with respect to those lands which
were previously infested with prickly-pear.
I was particularly interested in the speech
of the Secretary for Agriculture, for he
dwelt on the fact that, if increased produc-
tion was desired, it was necessary for pro-
ducers to make a more liberal use of ferfi-
lisers. There is no quicker way of increasing
production than by the scientific use of fortis
lisers. The Government might well adopt the
policy of New Ze aland and other countries
by conveying chtlhsc conswned to pro-
ducers frée of cot over our railways. That
might possibly ass ivt the pastoralist to treat
his land with fertiliscr. To-day it is almost
impessible for the agriculturist to apply
lime {o his land because of the exorbitant
cost of mxridgo If the Govornment cannot
concede the free transport of fertilisers, they
might do so in respeet of lime. Lime can
be a great help to the producer. Therc are
other dirvections in which help can be extended
ta secure greater production. One of these
directions is the meuns of transport both as
regards railwavs and main reads. The
anehxv for Railways is anwious o encour-
age development by the construction of main
voads acting as focders from the railways in
those centres where it is possible to develop
primary production. This policv will mee$
with the approval of settlers tfar removed
from our railways, as it will enable them to
connect vith tho railways and convey their
produce to market more cconomically. This
s a mstter of great interest to those living
in rural areas.

The Secrctary for Agriculture dealt exten-
sively with the sugar qucstlon At this stage
when the Federal Government have inst-
tuted an inquiry into the industry it is only
ight that hon. members addressing them-
ves to the sugar industry should state the
facts clearly and fairly. We have no time
in the industry for any person who over-
states tho facts in regard to it. We are
desirous that the public should know every-
thing about the industry, and know the facts
as they really exist.

The Secretary for Agriculture quoted facts
and figures this “afternoon to show the wonder-
ful progress made by the industry, 1)d1txcn-
larly in th« past vear. His Excellency's
Speech points out that 503,000 tons of raw
sugar were manufactured in Queensland last
season, that exports totalled 197,000 tons,
and that the average return to the pro-
ducer for the total output was £20 5s. 10d.
per ton compared with £20 17 11d. for the
previous season. If the figures are analysed
1t will be found that for the past few vears
the sugar producers of (Gueensland have been
receiving 833 per cent. less price than that
obtained in former years. Compared swith
the year previous to ‘the one just closed, the
average price of raw sugar was 12s. 1d.
less durmg the past year.

The value of the sugar industry is all-
important, and, in view of that, I was both
surprised and disappointed at the speech
made by the representative in this Parlia-
ment of such an important (omtxtmncv as
Cairne, Durmcr my ten years’ assosistion
with this C‘harrbcr in which powod the sugar
industry has had its ups and downs, I ncver
before heard criticism of the s of the
Government towards the sugar . The
speech of the hen. member for Cairns can
serve no useful purpose in conneciion with
the sugar industry. Tt is not the slightest
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use any hon. member of the Labour Party
endeavouring to manufacture a statement
and attaching it to the TPremier of this

State. That sort of thing will get us
nowhere.
Mr. Dssu: This party did more for the

sugar industry than ever you thought of.

Myr. BRAND: We are getting a sample
of that in what Mr. Scullin intends to do.

. Mr, POLLOCK :
15 going to do?

Mr. BRAND: We would like to know
what he intends to do.

3r. W, Forean Suitia: Do you want fo
niake a political question of the embargo?

Mr. BRAND: I am not making it a
political question, although the ILeader of
the Opposition is trying to draw me into a
political controversy.

How do you know what he

Statements made by hon. members in this
House endeavouring to impute wrong
motives to the Premier of this State in the
control of the sugar industry are not doing
any scrvice to the sugar industry, to the
State, or to the Commonwealth, The Pre-
mier “has done everything possible to safe-
guard the sugar industry of Quecnsland. It
is some years since a Premier felt nnpﬂlled
to leave Queensland for the South fo inter-
view the Prime Ministes of the Cominon-
wealth on the sugar question; yeb on this
occasion the Premier felt that the position
was so lmportant that he should journey to
Canberra to help the sugar interests in their
desire to secure a continuance of the sugar
cmbargo and a stabilisation of the sugar
agreement as it exists to-day.

Mr. Dasx: Why don’t vou give credit to
the workers’ representative for going down
South ?

Mr. BRAND: I am not condemning the

workers; I am congratulating the Premier of
thls State for doing something to assist the
sugar industrr. The hon. member for Cairns
would have us helicve thab the Premier is
not assisting the sugar industry of this State.
That hon. member, when speaking the other
day, made the rather peculiar statement that,
if the working peonle of Qucensland are not
going to get a fair share of the prosperity
of the sugar industry, then they might as
vell join hands with the pesple in the QOxltl
and ask that the embargo be lifted. That is
& most peculiar statement, because, even on
the authority of the Leader of the Opposition
in this State and of other ILabour members,
it has always been admitied that the worker
gets a fair share out of the sugar industry
in Queensland, and he is getting it to-day.
Out of a gross value of £10,005,000 the
worker gets 80 per cent.; themfore hoe is
getting his fair sharc out of the industry.
The Australian Workers’ Union takes up
quite a different attitude from that taken up
by the hon. member for Cairns. and it is
giving its wholehearted assistance to the
sugar industry. All those interested in the
sugar industry in Queensland, whether thev
are workers, farmers, millers, or refiners. are
desirous of a continuance of the conditions
operating at present; and we are all anxious
to do what we can to brine about thas
continuanve.

A guat deal has been sald about the
formgjn element in the sugar industry. 'The

Sacretary  for Anrlcu]{-no stated defnitely
this afferncon {hat he had taken  out

Mr. Brond.]
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exhaustive figures, and he had found that the
foreign element in the sugar industry was
only 8 per cent. of those engaged in the indus-
try. On those figures no one will be able to
say that the sugar industry is being overrun
with a foreign element. That is something
which is azitating the minds of the prople
in the South to-day. It is a great mistake
for Australians or even Queens’anders, in
debating the question of o continuance of the
sugar cumbargo, to refer to the question of
the foreign clement. We should consider the
industry from its value as a great Australian
industry, which is developing the scaboard
jungles of Northern Australia snd estsblish-
ing a white population thore which will be a
safeguard to national defence. That is the
position from which we sheuld consider the
industry, awd, if considercd frow that point
«of view, the sugar industey should receive
every possible assistance from the Legisla-
tures of Australia. Over a veriod of five
years we have been cxporting something like
$£2,000,000 worth of sugar from thix country,
and the total value of sugar produced in that
period has been in the neighbourhood of
£11,600,000. It is a grest industry. It has
settled somcthing like 8,000 people on sugar
farms throughout the State, and something
like 28,000 people are working directly in the
industry, while the industry gives indirect
support to a much greater number of people.
It has been estimated by one
[4.30 p.m.] authority that directly and indi-
. rectly it supports 100,000 people.
An industry which is doing that is doing
wonderfully well. There is an arca of some-
‘thing like 300,000 acres under sugar-cane. T
do not know what would happen to North
‘Queensland if it was without this industry.
At 4.31 p.m.,

The Speaxrr resumed the chair.

Mr. BRAND: It has been stated by some
‘people in the South that the sugar industry
s reaping large profits at the expense of
the Australian consumer. If that were true,
there might be some need for an investi-
gating committee to inquire into the sugar
industry, but there is no section engaged
in the sugar industry of Queensland which
1s receiving more than a decent standard
of living. The sugar-worker is receiving a
little better than the basic wage, and no
‘one can complain that he receives more than
he should get. Sugar-cane work is very diffi-
cult and laborious, and the men engaged
in it are entitled to a fair wage, and the
wage they get is not more than what is
paid in other primary industries, particu-
larly those which have a harvesting period.
The growers in the industry receive an
average of 38s. 6d, per ton for their cane,
:and 1t costs them 35s. a ton to produce
it. Those figures are taken from the records
of the farmers themselves. The raw sugar-
miller, who manufactures the sugar-cane into
raw sugar, pays interest on the cost of his
mill, running, perhaps, into £500,000, and in
the case of the Tully mill it is at least
£700,000; but he is able to do that, in
addition to paying the cost of treatment for a
lesser amount than the wholesaler and the
grocer receive for distributing the sugar.
The refiner in the industry is refining sugar
for the Australian people for 4s. cheaper
than is being done in America, and 10s.
cheaper than in Great Britain, notwith-
standing the fact that our costs in Australia
are higher than in either of those countries.
The sugar industry in all its phases is

[Mr. Brand.
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working as economically as possible, and
those engaged are cntitled to the sympathy
of the Australian consumer, particularly
when they are not asking the Australian
people to pay an excessive amount for sugar.

The people who are urging that the price
of sugar should be reducid are principally
confined to the manufacturer using sugar,
the consumer, and the fruitgrower. The
cugar industry is supplying sugar to the
manufacturer for the products which he
exports at £I1 1s. 9d. for white refined
sugar. He is getting a rebuate on all sugars
exported in his manufactured product over-
seas of £25 10s. per ton. In addition to
that, if it goes to Great Britain, he further
benefits in regard to the sugar contents of
the product to the extent of £4 5s. per ton.
Therefore, the manufacturer using sugar for
exportable Australian products and receiv-
ing his sugar at the Australian equivalent
of the world’s parity is getting sugar at a
price which he has no reason to complain
about. During the fifty-nine mectings of
the board which has fixed the price, and on
which the manufacturer is represented, there
have only been two occasions on which
there has been a disagreement; there has
been unanimity on fifty-seven occasions, In
my opinion, the manufacturer has very little
cause to grumble at the price he is paying
for his sugar. Every comment I can find by
way of public utterances in the South indi-
cates thut the people who are opposed to the
sugar embargo and the agreement are very
few indeed.

The householder is anxious to get his
foodstuffs as cheaply as possible; but, when
we take into consideration the fact that in
Australia we have developed this industry
under white-labour conditions—which has
not been done anywhere else in the world—
and that we have in addition been able fo
sell our sugar very little dearer than in
other white countries of the world—we are
justified in saying that we have done our
share towards establishing the industry and
making ourselves self-supporting in respect
of this product. I mnotice that in other
countries, such as Czecho-Slovakia, Ger-
many, and France, where they produce beet
sugar, the duty on white sugar ranges up
to £20 15s. per ton, whereas in Australia_it
is somcthing like £9 6s. 8d. per ton. We
claim that on this occasion we are entitled
to demand consideration from the Federal
Government. Unfortunately, the committee
which has been appointed to investigate the
industry at this time consists of a number
of representatives of factional intereste. I
think it was in 1912 that the Fisher (fovern-
ment appointed a commission, presided over
by Mr. Justice Gordon, of South Austral.m.
That commission presented a comprehensive
report on the industry, and since that time
we have had two further investigations.
Now we are to have a third; yet this is the
only body of inquiry on which the sugar
interests of Queensland have not had ade-
quate representation. It seems that the
manufacturer, the consumer, and the fruit-
grower possess greater influence with the
present Commonwealth Government than
do the sugar-growers of Queensland. That
is unfortunate, It is a great pity that any
committee of inquiry, consisting of factional
interests, should be authorised to determine
whether a great national industry such as
the sugar industry should receive benefits
from the Commonwealth, especially when,
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without any such investigation, the Federal
Government have recently given greater pro-
tection to many manufacturing industries
than is enjoyed by the sugar industry.
Sufficient data are available in the reports
of the inguiries already muade to enable any-
body to come to a conclusion as to the case
for the sugar industry, without bringing
into being such a committee as is about to
commence its work. Any of the men who
have been chosen could sit down, and,
without making any inquiry whatever into
the industry 1n the centres where it is
carried on in the North, make a report
as to what should be done in the matter.
He would have all the facis before him;
there is no need whatever to commencs
another inquiry on 1st September. All I
can say is that the sugar industry is not
afraid of any inquiry, provided that it gets
an impartial hearing and the report is made
impartially. TUnfortunately. however, 1 say
again, the representation of factional interests
on the committee is not likely to be in the
best interests of the sugar industry of
Queensland.

So far as the future of Queensland gener-
ally and our industrial life in particular is
concerned, I believe that the govermment of
tuis country is in safe hands. I am very
pleased to know that every member of the
Government is anxious to do his very best
towards helping the people of our State.
I believe that in their first fifteen months
of office the Cabinet have shown themselves
capable of grappling with the problems
which confront Australia to-day: and I feel
that in the coming year and the years which
follow the (tovernment on this side of the
House will do well by the people of Queens-
land, and that this State will emerge from
the difficulties that face us, financially and
industrially, better than any other State in
the Commonwealth. To-day we have honest
representation by men who are anxious to
give of their best and to do their bit for
the welfare of Queensland as a whole.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): During
the very interesting and very informative
speech delivered by the Sccretary for Agricul-
ture, I was distinctly pleased to hear him
make reference to the very excellent service
rendered to the State and to the Empire
by His Excellency the Governor. Although
we have been favoured in the years that
have been by representatives from abroad,
I think I am safe in saying that never in all
our history has a man more acceptable to the
people been found than the gentleman who
at present is the occupant of the very high
office of Governor of this State.

I am glad to be able to congratulate the
mover and seconder of this motion on their
very able efforts in connection with the
moving of the Address in Reply; but I
regret that our friends on the Opposition
side, with one or two exceptions, have not
attempted to rise to the occasion which con-
fronts this State and the whole of the Com-
monwenlth at the present time. Never have
an Opposition failed to the extent that the pre-
sent Opposition have failed in the preseni-
ment of their realisation of the conditions
that obtain throughout the whole of the land.
By just bare references here and there by
several hon. members opposite whom I can
name, and by odd sentences, therec is little
indication or some vague evidence that they
do realise that we are in the greatest straits
we have ever been in as a State and as a
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country. Surely at a time like this there
should be a general effort on the part of
everyone to help the country in a given
direction out of the throes in which it finds
itself to-day. Better things were expected
from the Leader of the Opposition. He did
give way here and there, and he did indi-
cate a bigger sense of responsibility; but,
on the whole, his arguments and his state-
ments were quite below what might have been
expected, and quite beiow that which fre-
quently falls from his lips. After antago-
nistic references to the Loan Council to a
degree in connection with loan moneys at
the last moment, he did evidence the realisa-
tion that even his Government had been
seized with a wsense of the responsibilities,
and that, when he attended a conference in
the South, he had been seized with a sense
of the responsibilities where it was realised
that the brake should be placed upon expen-
diture, ecte. Vet the gencral line of argu-
ment adopted by the hon. gentleman was in
condemnation of the Government because
they had not followed the jazz of expendi-
ture that had operated for many years during
the term of office of his own (Government,
He rose to the occasion momentarily when
he spoke in terms like these—
. ““ The difficulty of obtaining loan funds
in future was also foreseen at that con-
ference. Further, it was generally agreed
that, having regard to Australia’'s in-
debtedness 1n all aspects and the heawvy
interest burden on the people, all the
Governments of Australia should endea-
vour to curtail public expenditure, and,
so for as was humanly possible, confine
1t to avenues of activity which would
increase the capacity of the State to
meet its obligations and to extend its
wealth production. Qucensland was the
only State that carried out that under
standing. During the last four years of
the Tabour Ministry approximately
£1,000,000 less was spent than was pro-
vided for in the Budget.”
No one can find fault with that statement:
but comparing that particular semtence with
the general arguments of the hon. gentieman
malkes us wonder where we really are. 1t was
also the case in another direction. When the
Income (Uncmployment Relief) Tax Bill was
before this House, the hon. member decried
helping men out of work to the tune of
£2 10s. or £3 a week, as the case may be;
but, notwithstanding the argument adopted
by ~hon. members opposite from  the
beginning to the end of the discussion, the
Leader of the Opposition came down with
this most significant amendment—
‘“ After line 54, page 18, insert the
gzllowmg new clause, to follow clauss

‘In the month of August or as soon
after as may be convenient in cach
vear, the Minister shall cause a report
to be laid before Parliament giving
full information as to all operations
and proceedings under this Act, includ-
ing the tax collected thereunder dur-
ing the last preceding financial year.” ”

And he added—

“ It is quite obvious that this Bill will
be continued for more than a year. It
would be a good thing for all concerned
if the necessity for it disappeared within
a year; but he would be a super-
optimist who believed that that would
happen, particularly with the present
Government in power.”

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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Yet the whole argument from hon., members
opposite was absolutely contrary to these
expressed sentiments! There 1s  absolute
evidence that this relief measure was one of
the finest things that could have been done
under the existing circumstances.

Mr. W. Foraax Surrm:
moent not going to
exemption ?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I hope that they
may be able to do so; but the disclosures
made during the last twelve months, parti-
cularly in the last few months, go to show
that 1t will be extremely difficult to reduce
taxation,

Mr. Kirwan: You did not say that during
the election.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. member
for Brisbane knows very well that conditions
to-day ave very different from what they
were fourteen or fifteen months ago. This
Government are charged with a very severe
task In coping with existing conditions.
The hon. member referred to the conditions
existing in 1901-2, but they could not be com-
pared with the conditions existing to-day.
We know that the conditions which existed
in 19012 were mamlv the result of the
reaction caused by the 1 to the States of
Customs revonue and their having to adjust
themselves to new conditions then confront-
ing them. There is no possible comparison
between the tw pcncds Never before in
our history, so far as I can 1'emembcr was
our credit assailed as it is to-day. Never
before was credit refused to us. We were
always able to borrow in the old land when
we desired to embark on public works or to
convert our loans.

Mr. Porrock: Where is the confidence
which you stated would be restored if your
party were returned to office?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The bug-bear of
success of the conference of Premiers now
being held in Melbourne is the representa-
tion of Labour. The Prime Minister, Mr.
Scullin, is the ome man responsible for
holdmg back the cndeavour that is being
made to evolve a scheme whereby the States
can emerge from their present difficulties.
At any rate, the evidence seems to be in
that divection, and it would appear that Mr.

Is your Govern-
reduce the income tax

Seullin will have to come down from his
platform.
The task confronting the Queensland

Government is no easy one, as the Oppoglnou
well know.  Surely at a time like this, even
though men are in opposition, ther would
do some good if they would put forward
some constructive thought to wssist in a
return to normal conditions. It would be_an
insult to hon. members oppo:n(‘ to say that
they fail to realise the conditions that cxist
to-dar. Thev cannot be oblivious to the
truth, which is so p ilpable; ihercfore, would
it not be well for them to come forward and
lend a hand in the direction in which it is
wanted ?

Lir. Porrock: Our complaint is that your
party did not realise the position before the
last clection.

Mr. ¢ P. BARNE®: I am sfesid our
party did not realise the legacy that had been
left by the preceding Government.

Alr. Kmnwaw: £5,000,000 of
lean monoy !

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That was very grato-
fully received, and very cavefully preserved.

[Mr. G P. Barnes.

A leaacy of

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

I think it was the hon. member for Gregory
whe put the position in this wav: ‘Do you
realise the position to which Vour Govern-
ment have brought the workers T would
point out, however, that the workers realised
the position, or the Oppesition would not be
where ther are to-day. A very pertinent
question to ask to-day is: *° After {iftecen years
of management by Labour ”’——

KrwaN: Quecnsland will be
Stale to turn the corner.

Mr, G. P. BARNES: That is becausc it is
a primary-producing country, and for no
other reason. Do hon. members  opposite
realise what fifteen vears of manaxement by
Labour has done? We nced not have been
in any trouble if we had not indulged in a
wild orgy of expenditure—a position which
obtained throughout the (.,(h}anh\’Veal h, 1
have frequent!s “heard members of the Labour
Party say that the loan cypenditurs should
never exceed £2.000,0600 per annum; and I
remember 3ir. Theodore stating distinctly on
one occasion that expenditure on T
¢hould be met out of revenuc reveints. Yet
in actual practice the Labour Governments
doubled the national debt.

AMr. Pornocy: The reason vou are not
spending nlom‘v is because you cananot get it.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The fask before the
present Government is a very arduous one.
All must help. The expenditure per capita
went up from £10 12:=. 9d. to £18 8. 9d.
under the Labour Governmeni, Then the
I.abour Government were lavish in some
directions in departmentszl expenditure. In
1915 the departmental expenditure was £7 8s.
10s. per head of the populstion; by 1928-29
the Labour Government had mcroused it to
£12 2s. 2d. per head. That is what we have
inkerited.

Then take the general expenditura, which
again shows the lavishness with which the
T.abour Government carried on the affairs of
the country. In round figures the general
o\pondmme in 1915 was ::;7 200.000; in 1929
it had increcased to £17.000. OLO and that
cxpenditure hed to he defrayed lmgeh from

XT.

the first

taxation. That also is something we
inherited.
MNow let us take the railways, which are

our troubls to-day. They are a big charge
upon our ¥rovenue.  In 1914-15 it tool\ only
£2.401,679 to keep the railways going; in
1929 it took £6,209,804. That nced not have
been referred to if there had been inecreased
production; but the trouble is that under
the administration of the Labour Government
production was not cncouraged as it should
have been. The citics were made too attrac-
ti Tn 1914-15 the tonnage carricd on the
r axrs was 4.544,881 tons; in 1929, although
meanwhile  the  Government  expended
£25,000,000 on railwaxs, the tonnage carried
on the railways amounted to onlv 4.553,099
or just abmu the same cuaniity as was
carried in 1914-15. The Labour Government
were responsible for that position to a large
extent.  Notwithstanding all that has been
suid from the Oppos!tlon benches against the
Governor’s Bpeech, there is everything in
that Speech that is helpful to us to-day. I
mav not contain some of the flambovant
languaga that we have had in the pust; but,
if you take half a dozen clauses in that
Speech, it vnll be found thit the Government
have put t mu finger on the needs of to-day,
aud he pointed cut the wev in which our
should be dealt with.
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There is a paragraph with regard to «epres-
sion which ends in this way—
“TEvery effort will be exerted to balance
expenditure and receipts in the revenue
account.”

Then we come to land tenure: and I am
glad to noto that the late Government are to
be congratulated upon the suceess which
attended their efforts in connection with pear
destruction, so that there will be available
for settlement in that connection no less than
1,250,000 acres of land. That is a verv fine
thing to assert. The Speech tells us that
the resumption of land will be attended to;
that closer setilement is to bhe followed: that
Empire trade is to be encouraged. and so on.
If our budgets are to be balanced, they can
only be balanced by paving our way with
the cost of goods exported. The Government
are on right lines in that connection. There
are other directions in which we can heln:
but production is the way in which we can
assist to the greatest extent.

I want to pay a tribute #t this serious
juncture of our affairs to the help which
has been afforded by the banks. Flad it

not been for the banks generally

[5 p.m.] having strengthened their posi-

tion during the last ten or fifteen
vears, our difficultics to-day would have been
more serious than they are. The banks
have steadily improved their position until
they were able to find £20,000.000 in order
to meet the exigencies of finance on the
other side of the world.
C Mr. W. Foreany Swmrra: If the banks
increased their strength, it could only be
as the result of the increased productivity
of the pcople.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Everyone admits
that during and following on the war things
reached an abnormal value. Wool, wheat,
and other commodities went up to an extremo
price, and it i a good thing that the banks
seized the opportunity of doubling their
capital. At any rate, they have heen able
to serve us in a splendid way. Ther have
handed over their gold to the Common-
wealth Bank, and so depleted their own
stocks to the tune of £20,5603.000. If thev
had not been whle to do that, it would have
been a very serious matter. I believe that
we shall be saved as the result of the very
fine attitude of the banks in building up
their reserves and capital accounts. For
instance, in 1919 the asscts of the banks
were £222,800,000 in round figures, and in
1929 £355,400,000, showing an immense
increase, whilst their capital in 1929 was
£76.958,000, and their reserves carried for-

ward  $£51,540,000. Their advances and
investments in 1919 were £172,800,000, and
in 1929 £292,223,000. That is a very fine

record, and shows how much we owe to the
banking institutions of cur land.

made in
administration

Although reductions have been
connection with the cost of
of the affairs of our State, I feel thal we
shall have to go a long y furtlior vet.
No one likes to sce the curbing of payments,
becuuse, when payments are not being made,
there is no money floating about in the
directions in which we want it, but I feel
that we are up against a very scrious posi-
tion. I think there should be equal sacrifice
all round, and the higher the position the
greater should be the sacrifice. The working
man cannot come down much lower, but I
am afraid that men will be glad to have
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even the £3 a weck which has been referred
to again und again before we are through
our present trouble.

When T speak of equality of sacrifice,
there iz one gentleman—ons wage-earner—
who is cscaping, and I do not think he
should escape. When I speak of the wage-
earner who is escaping, I am referring to
those who come under this head.

About two years ago 1 asked the Trea-
surer of the day, Mr. McCormack, a question
in this House, and, in reply, he informed
me that of the then public debt the sum of
£26,554,379 had been raised in Australia
free of State and Federal income tax, and
that £12,848,318 had been raised in Aus-
tralia free of State income tax, and that no
loan had been raised br Queensland in the
other States of Australia. I say that it is
-ving shame that these sums have been
ced out of industry; that men
have been invited to take quiet seats
in life; and that they are now
¢scaping  the effect of our troubles, and
are rveceiving a high rate of interest on
about £40,000,000. How can we succeed
under sush circumstances? 1 look upon
interest as the wage of capital; and I think
T am vight in saving that there will have to
be o reduction in the rate of interest if we
are to get through. This is a serious matter.
Ts the man who has been invited to take
things casy to be the only man to escape?
1z the other. who is keeping this, that, and
:he other industry going, to be the only man
to be attacked, and to be called upon to pay
the penalty of the disastrous times? 1 say
the thing 1s zbsolutely wrong.

Mr. Porrocx: If we said that, you would
socuse us of repudiation.

r. G. P. BARNES: I am not speaking
of repudiation; but sarely an appeal should
be made to all of our people to forgo some-
thing ! Surely those who ave taking it easy,
who have investments of this character,
should  be invited in  some diplomatic
manner to come to the rescue of the coun-
trr! Why should it not be done in a time
of dire distress such as this? No doubt the
banks are helping; but their power to belp
is not very great, as may be seen from the
value of their shares, beciusc the value of
the shares of any bank is determined by
its voserves: but there arc companies who
arc apparently seizing the opportunity
this time of stress of giving help to charge
a hizher rate of interest. Is that right? 1
am against such a course. I say that is
unfair, and that the course 1 suggest
vequires consideration. I do not say that
that result can be brought about; but, if we
take the position of Queensland alone, we
«ill realise its importance. Suppose that
Querensland has £27,000,000 or £28,000,000 of
her public debt raised in Australia, frec
of any income tax, and =zhout the same
amount overseas. Supposs we could bring
about some arrangement with the bond-
holders even to defer for the present time
the payment of half the interest. how mugh
that would help us! It would be a big
thing: and I am inclined to think that the
niones ed men who have invested in our honds
<hould have -such an appeal made to them.
At any rate, it seems to me to be a very
fair move to make.

I notice that a financial authority of the
calibre of Sir Josiah Stamp, in giving eovl-
dence recently, expressed the opinion that

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]

dra
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provision should be made for making good
the present deficiency in capital, that there
should be a greater supply of cheap capital
than we have at the present time, and that
anything which tends to encourage national
saving 1s to be encouraged. This is a
matter which has given rise to very serious
thought, and one which should receive our
wholehearted support. Whilst everrone 1is
straining himself to meet the present diffi-
culty, is it quite fair that those enjoying the
reward of a quiet investment, and they alone,
should escape? I do not quite think so,

I propose to say a few words now on what
can be done. There are directions in which
we can do things. Last year I dealt with tu»
question of the distillation of oil from coal,
and I referred to the wonderful strides
that have been made clsewhere. I think I
am right in assorting that £8,000,000 to
£9,000,000 per annum are taken out of our
land just now for petrol, oils, ete., which we
could very well produce ourselves. If a coun-
try like Germany, possessing inferior coal
deposits in comparison with our own, can
serve the requircments of that nation with
fuel secured from coal, then why cannot we,

/ith wonderful veins of coal at our very
door, provide similar fuel in this country?
Surely we can give some ecncouragcment,
and 1nvite someone to come along and put
the undertaking into motion! At the pre-
sent time we are spending no end of money
in boring down into the earth for oil. There
is no possibility of our coalbeds being
exhausted for many years to come. I am
not quite sure whether the present Govern-
ment are making it as widely known as
possible that a helping hand in this direction
would be appreciated. Here we have coal at
our very door, and we know that other
places are doing certain things, and wo
should be doing them ourselves. I under-
stand that the Swedes have succeeded in
patenting a perfect plant for oil distillation
purposes. There should be an inquiry into
this matter. No great amount of time would
be required to satisfy ourselves on this
point; and, whilst we are engaged in the
search for oil, it would be an easy matter
to tack on the question of production by
means of distillation.

This afternoon the hon. member for Rose-
wood gave notice of a question as to whether
the Government would make representations
to the American Consul with a view to sup-
plying produce to meet the deficiency in the
United States of America following upon the
disastrous drought in that country. Why,
we are not even supplying ourselves! I do
not know that we could get a shipload
together—our production is so poor. We can
increase our production, and we should
increase our production  Qur present diffi-
culties are duc to the fact that we have not
been doing this. Tast year we brought into
Queensland 30,000 tons of produce from New
South Wales via Wallangarra; and I can-
not say how much came by other routes. I
can inform hon. members of some things
that came by other routes. During the past
six months 30,000 tons wore brought into

Queensland  via Wallangarra and 40,000
tons the year before. We are not
produsing sufficient to meet our own
requirements. Quite a lot has been said
about wheat and about wheat pools and
boards. Why, 5,664 tons of fiour for centres
between Bundaberg and Bowen came in

during the first six months of tho year !
We could not supply the flosr. Someone

[Mr. G. P. Barnes,
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might ask, why? Some people have spoken
of geographical advantages; but, when it is
known that the Queensland buyer has to pay
5%d. more per bushel for wheat than it can
be bought for in Sydney, and the vendor
who holds that wheat in Sydney can send
it to Townsville at 7s. 3d. por ton less than
the Queensiend buyer could deliver it by rail,
where does the geographical advantage come
in? The consequence is that flour which
should be manufactured, sold, and distri-
buted in Queensland comes from the South.
We cannot hold our own in that trade. We
cannct develop under farcical and fictitious
conditions like that.

Again, poultry-feed is baing imported over
the border into Queensland simply because
a price is demanded for the local article
in excess of what it is worth in other States.
There is an immense market here in those
directions.  The cry is to produce more,
and we must produce if we are to balance
our budget. The report of the British
Economic Mission, presented to the Federal
Parliament on Tth January, 1929, enumerates
a list of articles imported into Greas Britain
in 1926. This list embraces butter, cheecse,
wheat, wheat products {meal and four), other
grain, eggs and poultry, fruit, skins and
hides, lard, leather, meat, olive oil, sugar
(unrefined), milk {condensed and unsweet-
ened), tallow, honey, wool, cotton, wine,
and copper ore, but of these articles Aus-
tralia only supplied £53622703 worth,
whereas Britain imported from all sources
£560.438,603 worth. Hon. members will see
that there is a tremendous market awaiting
us.  Part of the policy of this (fovernment
is in the direction of developing an under-
standing with the Empire in order that it
may take what we can produce in that direc-
tion. We have the power to produce if our
people only have the will and the way, I
say calmly and distinctly to-day that,
although we only have about 1,000,000 acres
of land under cultivation, there is nothing to
prevent us doubling or trebling our cultiv-
able land and production. We would then
have some chance of mceting the demands of
markets abroad.

In some directions we can help ourselves.
The Secretary for Railways is losing heaps
of money in connection with transport, and
will lose much more in the future if he is not
careful. People who to-day are loval to the
railways will by and by have to do as
others are doing if they are to compete
successfully with them. No person has the
right to sit down while people are taking
his trade away. The Minister will have to
meet the competition he is receiving in

transport. They are meeting that com-
petition in  other places. With the
good roads that are being construeted,

a position similar to that which has arisen
in England will arise, and thousands of tons
of goods will be carried over the roads.
‘Where will the Minister's chances be under
a system of that kind? Tn 1928 Parliament
granted to four large English railway com-
panies power to conduct motor traffic. A
newspaper statement dealing with the sub-
ject said—
“ These identified themselves with the
leading road groups, which resulted in
a great road and rail combination with
contro] throughout Britain, ending the
cut-throat competition.”
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We are told that no one has any thought
of preventing the development of our coun-
try. We want to develop i, buat at the
same time we want to protect our wonderful
asscets, such as our railways. ‘There are
plenty of directions in which men with
motor lorries could be cncouraged to con-
duct services which would act as feeders
to our railways,

The SPEAKER: Order! 'The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the $ime allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. DUFFY (Facham): In supporting the
motion before the House, I desire to con-
gratulate both the mover and scconder for
the very able manner in which they dealt
with the position. The hon. member for
Ipswich, particularly, delivered a very
tnoughtful address, and attempted to deal
with the position” facing Queensland and
Australia to-day.

I feel sure that all hon. members will
agrec that the most important problem
confronting us to-day is how we are to
extricate ourselves from the present difficylt
position. We all realisc that we are going
through a period of depression; but we
have not yet had any clear explanation of
it from leaders of public thought or from
the press. We are told that the position is
due to the fact that we have over-borrowed.
I do not subscribe to that view, because it
does not matter how much is borrowed:
rather is it a question of how the money is
expsuded, and whethor it will become a
burden on the community. I have been
attempting to get further loan money for
ventures 1n my electorate. I have been
unable to get the money, because it is not
available; but I claim that. if it were made
available, that money would not be a burden
on the taxpayers of Queensland.

Mr. Bow: Do you not think the banks
would be willing to advance it to you?

Mr. DUFFY: I have no doubt they would
if they had it to lend. As T say, the ques-
tion is as to how the loan money has been
expended, and whether it has been utilised
for productive purposes so that it will at
least repay the interest on the capital sum
involved. If borrowed money would pre
duce exportable goods that would meet the
situation overseas, then it would be a good
thing to borrow another £5,000,000 or
£10,000,000. If we had directions in which
that money could be spent reproductively,
it would be a good thing for us to spend it.

The next theory advanced to account for
the present position is that we have been
living too extravagantly. I do not subscribe
to the view that that has been wholly
responsible for the position; but the majority
of people have not had explained to them
what 1s meant by the phrase “living too
extravagantly.”  The average man
woman on reading such a statement will
immediately ask themsclves in what way
they have been living too extravagantly.
The answer is to be found in our importa-
tions. It does not matter how extravagantly
we live if we only buy goods produced in
Queensland or Australia, because in thak
way_we are helping one another; but, when
we import goods and do not produce some-
thing that will repay the amount of our
importations, then we are living too extrava-
gantly. It is in that direction that I sub-
scribe to the statement that we have been
living too extravagantly.

[19 Avcust.]
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Another reason advanced was stated in the
“Daily Standard” a few days ago, when
Mr. Collings ascribed the present position
to the fact that the banks had put a tigin
rein on all money. The figures given by the
hon. member for Warwick will show, how-
ever, that the banks have straired their
resources in order to help in every dircection.
A few years ago it would have been con-
sidered highly dangercus for banks to make
advances to the extent to which the
banks have been doing until recently.

I have heard the Leader of the Opposition
#ay that high wages mean prosperity. I
thiak that should be reversed: Hizh wages
do not lead to prosperity, but prosperity
may lead to high wagss. Prosperity does
not necessarily mean high wages. Prosperity
should only be judged by the standard of
comfort that the peonle are able to secure
for the wages received, and if the State is
able to provide profitable work for the whole
of the community. That is how cne should
judge prosperity, and not by pounds, shil-
lings, and pence or the basic wage, as some
members of the Opposition do.

We have to-dav with us probably the most
important visitor Australia has had for quite
a long time. I refer to Sir Otto Niemeyer.
Probably he will ask the conference in Mel-
Lourne whst goods we propose to send over-
seas to balance our trade. What answer can
the members of the conference give him to
such a question?  What can they tell him?
t is a most deplorable position to say that
we have not any products that we can export
to-day that would be profitable to the people
producing. That 1s ar extraordinary
position,

Mr. Bow: Do you include sugar?
Mr. DUTTFY : Not even sugar.
My, Bow : What about butter?

Mr. DUFFY: Butter cannot be exported
at a profit either. Butter is profitable to the
producer to-day because we levy on cur con-
sumers in order to increase the export price.
The sugar we export is profitable for the
salne reason. Hveryvthing we produce in Aus-
tralia would show a loss to the producers if
cxported. That is a very extraordinary posi-
tion for a country to be in. No one for a
moment would claim that we have reached
the limit in production. We have onlv com-
menced on it. When we assure the people
that by doubling or trebling production it
will be profitable to them and we can arrange
financial assistance for those who are willing
to embark in industry, there will be no more
unemployment. ‘We shall be looking for
double the population we have here to-day.
To say that we are at a dead-end in regard
to production and that we cannot export at:
o profit must make every iatelligent man
and woman in Australia think.

The Federal Government rvecently passed
an Act placing an embargo on the importa-
tion of certain goods and rationing the
importation of other goods. In the near
future that should assist to a great extent in
providing a large amount of employment for
our own workers. That was a step in the
right direction, and every hon. member in
this Chamber will wish everv success in
regard to that matter. We sincerely hope
that the effect of that measurc wiil be what
the Federal Labour Government desire. But
there is another side to it. In order to
balance his overdraft, Mr. Scullin bhas had

Mr. Duffy.]
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to increase taxation, and thereby iucrease the
cost of living to our own people; and I am
afraid that that is aoing to have a very
sericus effect on the production of goods for
export. That is the serious part of lt I am
sarry to say, because it is a bold step to take.

It is interesting to study what happened
during the last fcm years in France when
that country was in a similar position to
what we in Australia are to-day. France

is admitted to be the most

[6.30 p.m.] prosperous nation in Kurope to-

day; but a few vears ago she
did not know which way to turn to get out
of her financial difhiculties. My attention
was recently draw n while in the \'orth to
an article in the ** World To-Day,” sethng
out the pomtlon obtaining in that country
This 1s what the writer had to say—
“These who delight to witness, in the
course of human experience, the opera-
tion of a law of compensation or the
dizpensation of Providence, will {urn
with relicf from the United States to
Hrance, from tho nation which acquired
immense gains in the world war, fo the
naticn which, in proportion to popula-
tion and resources, suffered most of all.
At 531 p.m.,

The SeeskER resumed the chajr, -
Mr. DUFFY :

“Of France it may be said that she
stands to-day the most haippy of nations.
She has no unecmployment, no want.
Her people have ample f01 their require-
ments, sufficient for a cultured life on a
plane probably the highest on ecarth,
}‘er people are not herded in conge»’md
and hideous manufacturing centres, Tho

socond city of France has a population
of onlv 65 0,000,  Fifty-three per cent. of
her population is uual Of the hundreds
of small cominunities scattered over her
fruitful land, each has evolved and main-
tained its own life and individuality. In
a phrase, France is not a product of mass
production; throughout her vieissitudes
she has preserved her character and has
saved her soul.

“Bled almost white by the war, her

territories  ravaged, her industries
ruined, and her fnances in chaos, the
years immediately following the war

were of immense difficalty. 1020 was a
year of bad trade and unomplowmont
Again, fol five months in 1927, following
Poincaird’s drastic lefonns, many work-

men were thrown out of work. But since
1927. Franes has never looked back-
wards. To-day her industries are

re-cquipped and reorganised; her agricul-
ture is conducted on the most scientific
lines; wages. measured in purchasing
power, arc higher than in 1813; the
buldon of taxation is relatively hght
there is no unemploy ment. An attractive
feature of French life is that one can
enjoy a little Lx:\mv without paying an
exorbitant -price. A glass of good wine
or of cognac, for example, can be
obtained at a trifling cost.

“The failure to baavco the budget,
the extravagances of the Cartel des
Gauches, the juzglery of M. Caillaux
and his failure to sottle the American
debt, precipitaied a crisis. The State
coffers were almost cmpty, the accommeo-
dation of the Bank of France was at an
end; the Government was virtually
bankr nnt and the franc had reached 243
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to the pound on its cruise after the
mark, when M. Poincairé took the helm,
and all political parties, for fear of
national shipwreck, bowed to his domina-
tion.

‘ After balancing the budget by impos-
ing fresh taxation, and having raised
funds from a combination of banks, M.

Poincairé applied himself to purging
the administration. His work may thus
be summarised: 106 sub-prefectures

(with staffs complete) out of a total of
274 were aholished; 360 local councils
wore condemned as useless and sup-
pressed; 87 general secretariats were
reduced to 17; 359 minor courts were
reduced to 131; 396 magistrates and 228
clerks were discharged.

“ French prosperity has increased to
such an extent that at the close of the
last financial rear there was a surplus of
£50,000,000, which is being applied to
reduction of taxation.”

That goes to show that when a nation
tackles its troubles in the right way and
goes in for sound government, it is possible
in a few years to bring the State back to

prosperity, have no unemployment, light
taxation, a big surplus, and checap neces-

sarics, We could do a lot worse than study
what has happened in France, but I beliove
that Australia, having played such an
important part

Mr. W, Forean SMiTH: Do you thirk we
could do what France did in connection with
her financial liabilities?

Mr. DUFFY: Yes, with the co-operation
of all classes of the people.

Mr. W. ForeAN SMITH:
financial liabilities?

Mr. DUFFY: But we have not anything
like their financial liabilities.

Myr. W. ForesN SMITH : France had to ask
Britain to carry a gocd deal of her debt.

Mr. DUFFY : And 1 think that, if Great
Britain carried such an enormous amount
for France, she would carry a bit for us.
All that the Dritish Government arc asking
us to-day is to see that we make provision
within our own borders for our own future.
Britain is not turning us down altogether,
but she refuses to carry the burden to the
extent of lending us money to pay her own
interest.

Amongst the proposals mentioned in the
Governor’s Speech is a Land Acts Amend-
ment Bill, I am pleased to sce that at
last some change is to be made in that Act,
although I am aware that a bhig change
was made in it last scesion. The greatest
alteration we made then probably was the
return 1o freehold tenure, but to my mind
some of the terms offered to tenants who
wished to convert are still too onerou:. Only
ten years’ terms are offered for the con-
version for a perpetual leasehold town allot-
ment, and in many cascs that would fall
too heavily on the lessess. I would like
to see that term extended to twenty years,
and I hope that provision will be made in
that direction, When making provision for
frechold, 1 hope that the  same option
will be given to holders of speccial lcases
where the land involved is no longer re-
quired for the purposs for which ii was
originally set aside. I do not feel at all
satisfied with the progress in making land
scttlement. T feel that we

With all their
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have been far too slow. Much more cnergy
should be put into getting the land that is
available opened for selection. I believe
thut by spreading our pcople out over the
State and getting settlers to take up such
land we shall be taking the quickest and
easiest way to give permanent relief to the
unemployed in our midst.

Mr. Kimrwan: You have a majority in
caucus. What is wrong?

Mr. DUFFY: I am giving hon. members
my views. 1f I had my way, there would
be a great deal more settlement in Queens-
land than we have at present.
Minister will be able to liven his depart-
ment up. I did not come here to agree with
cverythmg the department did, and I am
not going to do so either. Tivery fresh
settler is making work, not only for the men
who improve his selcetion, but also for
others who handle his produce, and he also
provides more revenue for the Government.

I do not subscribe to the statement made
by the Secretary for Public Lands in this
Chamber a few days ago when he said that
it was a wrong policy to make land available
upon a very cheap basis. I do not hold with
his view that the settlers should pay a good
price for the country. He said that, when
further areas were opened for settlement
in the futurc we should see that the State

secured the ruling price of adjoining
lands. It would be profituble to this
State to place the people on the land

quite apart from the question of capital cost.
(Hear, hear!) 1t is quite wrong to quibble
over the price to be charged for the land.
The land to-day is producing nothing,
whereas, if it were brought under produc-
ticn, further vevenuc would be sccured to
the State. We should aim at bringing the
land under production, quite regardless of
whether or not a charge 1s made for the land.

I was very pleased to know that a scheme
has been launched, as mentioned by the Sec-
vetary for Agriculture, to cnable settlers to
em! k upon the production of tobacco in the
Mavecba district, The Minister informed the
Ho use that the land would be made available
at 2i. 6d. per wcre. The land should be
made available on the basis of a low price,
simmilar to that mentioned by the Minister.
It must be made available cheaply in order
fhat it may atltract desirable settlers. There
zDOL. Id be an inducement to every individual,
whether he has money or not, provided that
he is prepared to work I do not suggest
that settlers should be drawn solely from the
ranks of the unemployed; but J am hopeful
that those who are at ])1escnt in employ-
ment will gladly forsake their present jobs to
go on the land to become producers. I am
sure that such would be the case if condi-
tions were made sufficiently attractive. Tt
has becn proved bevond doubt that tobacco
can be profitably grown in the Mareeba dis-
trict. At the present stage there is an
element of risk, and scttlers should not
embark upon the industry on a large scale.
Howoever, reports to hand indicate that the
vnduchv can be made a decided success.
The industry is new to the district, and I
understand that considerable care is necos-
sary in producing tobacco acceptable to the
palate of Australian smokers. "I hope that
care will be taken by the Government to
see that the settlers are not placed upon
areas unsuited to the production of tobacco
acceptable to the Australian public. We have

[19 Avugust.]
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Mr. Howell, a Federal officer, in charge of
tobacco investigation and experiments in
North Queensland, and 1 suggest that the
Governinent should secure his services for
the settlers who propose to engage in this
industry. The importance of correct and
sound adviee at the outset is so vital that
no stone should be left unturtied to see that
the settlers embark upon this enterprise on
the right lines. The land available in the
Mareeba district can be obtained very
cheaply, is handy to the railway and to the

town, and is situated in a district which
cnjoys an excellent climate; and, if the
tobacco industry can be developed along

this district will become one of
progressive parts of Queensland
fow years.

sound lines,
the most
in a very

The next department in lmpmtancc in the
matter of land scttlement is the Agriculturat
Bank. Whilst I admit that the institution
is being more sympathetically administered
than has been the case for many years past,
it still falls a mighty long way short of the
service that it should be to the settlers. It
is not functioning to the satisfaction of the
settlers. As I have previously stated, there
arc a large number of workers “ho have
saved a little money and are anxious and
have . sufficient ambition to endeavour to
depart from the wages field with a view
to going upon the land; but I am afraid
that, if they have to depend upon the
Agricultural Bank for the assistance neces-
sary to place them wpon a production basis,
then they had better stick to their plesent
jobs and leave land settlement to tho;o who
have had a great deal of experience in land
settlement. The position at present is not as
it should be, but I am hopeful that it will be
remedied.

Far too many settlevs ave assisted by the
banks to a stage when thev have expended
all the advances it is possible for them to
get. They are not in a position to produce
sufficient to keep themselves and their fami-
lies on the selections, and, in consequence,
Lave to leave to obtain work to keep the
sclections imstead of the sclections keeping
them. That is where the bank fails in its
duty to the selector. T noticed recently that
the New South Wales Covernnient were
inviting applications for loans from scttlers
who were prepared to carry out work and
improvements on their holdings. They real-
ised that the best form of work to relieve
unemployment was that which was likely to
return to the State interest on the monev
expended, That would mean a great deal
more to the State than constructing roads
around cities. Most of this monev, when
cxpended, would add to the revenue of the
Mtate, including the railways. During the
past vear I have had ocrasion to call at the
Agricultural Bank on behalf of many of its
clients who were unable to meet their commit-
ments, and wherever a good case was made
out and the bank was satisfied that the settler
was not neglecting his holding, but was leok-
ing after and orldfmommw to make a living
ou it, it extended leniency t0\1a1d3 him. I
found that there was a strong dizinclination
on the part of the bank to foreclose on the
settler living on his block, and who was not
allowing it to slip back into a state of dis-
vepair. To bo successful., the bank should
have a given sum set aside for it to operate
on, and not. as has been done, be voted a
glven amount every vear. 'lhen as the loans
are repaid to the bank, they can be again

Mr. Duffy.]
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leaned. Uunder such a system the bank will
know just how it stands. I was very pleased
to sec a statement published from the
Premier this morning stating that whatever
expenditure was curtailed the operations of
the Agricultural Bank would not be inter-
fered with.

A good deal has been published and spoken
of on the sugar industry, whose future is in
the air at the moment. I believe, with those
hon. members who have spoken on the sub-
ject, that the embargo is not likely to be
removed, notwithstanding that a committee
has been appointed by the Federal Govern-
ment to conduct an inquiry. I feel very
confident that the agreement will be renewed.

Mr. PeasE: You know Mr. Scullin.

Mr. DUFFY: If Mr. Scullin and the
Federal Government agreed to the extension
of the embargo and agreement, I feel sure
that they will do so, realising that it is only
their duty so to act. I also feel sure that the
evidence before the committee will be only
in one direction, and that the conmunittee will
recommend the renewal of the agreement.
The sugar industry has set a verv fine
example 1o other primary industries of
Queensland. A few years ago Mr. Hughes,
when Prime Minister, agreed to a certain
price in regard to sugar, and, although the
price of sugar has to-day dropped to £21
per ton to the grower, the industry during
the whole of that time has been able to pay
the same wages as when the price to the
grower was 30 per cent. higher. That is a
very creditable performance, and is due to
the successful organisation of cvery part of
the industrr. It has been thoroughly
organisnd, and its cultivation, as well as its
mills, is conducted. on a most efficient basis.
As a vesult, from 35 to 40 per cent. of the
sugar crop 1s exported and returns very

little to the grower, and the averaging
of the price enables the standard of
cfficieney to be maintained. The Secre-
tary for Agriculture remarked on the

increascd efliciency of the sugar-mills. and we
know that the present position, when less
than 7 tons of sugar-cane will produce 1 ton
of raw sugar, is a world’s record. We have
also passed the experimental stage so far as
power alcohol is concerned, and it is hoped
that, as a result of further experiments, the
value of other sugar by-products will be
considerably enhanced.

Comment has been made upon the price
paid for sugar farms; indeed, that is a ques-
tion on which most of the objection to the
renewal of the embargo is based. 1 venture
to say, however, that, if the whole of the
circumstances surrounding the sales of sugar
farms were known, most of the criticism
would be removed. Many people do not
know that included in the sale price of a
farm is a very valuable plant—#£2,000 is a
moderate value in respect of some farms—
whilst there is also a standing crop of cane,
worth from £30 to £40 per acre in many
cgses, included in the purchase. The expen-
diture of much labour and fertiliser has
been involved in the cultivation of such a
crop. Further, the purchaser also acquires a
considerable interest in the sugar-mill, to
which the farm has been paying for a
number of vears in order to liquidate the
debt entailed in erecting the mill.

Again, the terms of sale in respect of sugar
properties arc such that holders of big city
properties would not cffer their properties
for sale under similar circumstances; they

[Mr. Duffy.
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would be astonithed at the ecasy terms om
which sugar properties can be acquired. If
the sale were on a straightout cash or a
half-cash basis, it would be found that the
price was not very much in excess of the
improvements. After all, improving a sugar
farm is a very expensive business, because
clearing virgin soil may entail an expenditure
of £40 per acre, For these reasons I say
advisedly that the people who comment
adversely on the prices of sugar properties
are not fully conversant with the position.

Whilst on the sugar question I would sug-
gest that, with the adoption of the peak-year
system of mill supplies, the granting of
assignments and permits to grow cane for
supply to the mill should be given to the
directors of each mill. Over-production:
is fully insured against by that peak-year
system, and a mill is not likely to exceed
the limits assigned to it.

The directors are in the best position to
sce when their supplies are likely to fall
off, and in such an event they could imme-
diately remedy ‘the position by granting
additional permits to grow cane. Many of
the growers might take exception to the
directors having that power, and say that
the directors might grant permits to their
friends to the defriment of others. To over-
come that objection the Central Sugar Cane
Prices Board could act as a hoard of appeal
if any grower was dissatisfied with the
decision of the mill directorate. Many of
the small growers in the North are dissatis-
fied with the areas allotted to them, but,
unfortunately, they were not growing cane
in the early days, and in the policy laid
down by the Central Sugar Cane Prices
Board it must consider the position of
Queensland as a whole, whereas a mill would
only have its own interests to look to. The
position would be clearly defined under the
peak-year scheme, and 1 think it would be

‘very wise if that power were put in the

hands of the directors.

His Excellency in his Speech mentions
that Parliament will give close attention to
the forestry problem in Quecnsland. and that
it is anticipated that a Forestry Bill will be
introduced during the session. When that
Bill is introduced, I hope that it will de-
finitely fix that a proportion of the royalty
received from timber shall be cxpended on
siiviculture and reafforestation work., In
the past the whole of the money rcecived
from royalties has been put into consolidated
revenue, and money provided out of loan
funds for silvicultural work. That is not
right, and I hope the Bill will lay down
that a definite percentage of. the royalties
must be expended on reafforestation. Dur-
ing the year, with other hon. members, I
visited many of the timber reserves and
State forests, and I am pleased to say that,
with the success of the hoop and kauri pine
plantations and hardwood reserves, the
future is assured in these timbers if we
can carry oubt that work on a large scale,
but up to the present there is no indication
that we shall be able fo do so. I am not
at all convinced that it would be advisable
to spend large sums of mouney on the plant-
ing of maple and other cabinet timbers
owing to the long time they take to mature.
Thes= fimbers are of very little valuc as
cabinet timbers until they are matured.
Pine and hardwood are different, as these
timbers can be used when quite young.
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The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

{7 p.m.]

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate):
I beg to move—

“That the hon. member for Facham
be granted an extension of time to enable
him to complete his speech.”

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the hon. member for Bacham be
granted an extension of time to enable him
to complete his speech?

HoxouraBL: Meusrrs : Hear, hear !

Mr. DUFFY : I must thank hon. members
for granting me an extension of time. I was
congratulating the Forestry Department on
the silvicultural and reafforestation operations
with a special reference to kauri, hoop, and
cypress pine, and also hardwood. The experi-
ence and knowledge gained by the depart-
ment has satisfied me that these timbers can
be profitably grown for the State if values
are going to keep up to anything like they
are to-day. My only regret is that there
is such a small amount of money being pro-
vided for the Forestry Department to press
forward with this work. I think at least
£100,000 per annum could safely be taken out
of the timber royalties and specially voted
for this purpose. Quite a lot of land is held
by the Forestry Department. I do not think
it holds too much or even sufficient in some
districts; but a lot of the land held which
is quite convenient to railways and main
roads and ncar to towns should be opened
up for settlement. It would be settled
immediately, and the settlers thereon would
not be out in the backbhlocks at the beginning
of their career. I do not mean that the
TForestry Department should be robbed of
any land, as we could reserve as much as
the department would be able to plant and
work ; but there is not much use in holding
land needed for settlement which the depart-
ment is not lilkely to touch for, say, forty,
fifty, or sixty years, and I hope that policy
will be altered in the near future.

Mr. Cravron: Especially
Valley.

Mr. DUFFY: There is some good land
there which should be opened up for setftle-
ment, and we could give the Forestry Depart-
ment other land in place of it. If these
forests are planted and grow as we antici-
pate and the demand for timber is as great
in fifty years’ time as it is to-day, it would
pay us at that time to resume land for
forestry operations, if required. If we capi-
talise the present value of land for fifty
vears as against what we might purchuse
1t for at that time, all the argument is in
favour of opening up the land for settlement
to-day. Of course, it may be said that
nobody knows what the value of land will be
in forty or fifty years; but, if the land is so
vajuable that it is going to cost us a lot of
money to resumec it in forty or fifty years,
that in itself will be sufficient proof that
Queensland has made wonderful progress, and
we shall not lose anything by it, and it will
be all the better for the State. The reason
why I claim that a lot of this land should
be opened for settlement in areas where it
is needed is because the settlers in those
districts have already committed themselves
to fairly heavy liabilities in regard fo

in the Mary
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facilities, such as main roads and so on, and
have incurred liabilities for rates to shire
councils. If these areas were opened up for
settlement, the burden would be shared by a
greater number of settlers. It would mean
immediate settlement because it is so handy
Other areas that are not so suitable for
settlement could be devoted to forestry. The
Forestry Department claims that we are
unfair in wanting to push it out back from
the railways. It says that the handling of
the timber in such areas would be expen-
sive in years to come; but I would point out
that the cost of handling timber from areas
that are well back from a railway to-day
is no guide as to what the cost will be in
forty years. If the timber on such areas
was so heavy ahd every tree was so market-
able that it would pay to run light tram-
lines 20 or 30 miles out from the railway,
the proposition would be altogether different
from what it is to-day, when such means of
getting the timber to the railway would not
be warranted because it is so scattered.
Light tramways are not expensive. In cane
areas we have hundreds of miles of them,
and in the South Johnstone area in particu-
lar it has been proved that long haulages
can be undertaken economically. I am in
favour of having as much land set aside for
forestry purposecs as the department is likely
to be able to use, and no more. It is quite
useless to do as we are doing—make pro-
vision for a hundred years hence and let
selectors go looking for land in far distant
areas. 1 said earlier that 1 did not think
it was wise to spend too much money on
walnut and similar cabinet timbers. They
are certainly valuable varieties, but they
take from 150 to 200 years to reach maturity,
and it would not pay us to lay out money on
the cultivation of such trees, especially when
we remember the progress that science has
made already in handling our valuable
timbers. Those of us who visited the Exhibi-
tion last week may have noticed the beauti-
ful specimens of veneer made by Messrs.
Beale and Company, and shown in one of
the exhibits. The sections of the trees from
which those veneers were cut were considered
absolutely valueless two or three years ago.
To-day they are cut from the stumps and the
crotches—timber which but a few years ago
was condemned when supplied to the mills.
Under the new methods of treatment such
timber yields the most beautiful figuring
one could wish to see. That is one of the
advances science has made, although two or
three years ago such a thing was unknown,
or at least was not brought into general
use. The result is that timbers of which
we would use inch boards a few years ago
we cen now cut into twenty or thirty sheets,
using in between them any timber that
appears to be suitable. Nobody has any idea
of the extent to which science may assist
us by getting fine effects from our cheaper
timbers fifty years hence. It may then be
possible to manufacture any figure or design
on our cheaper timbers by photography, or
in ways that I cannct even imagine; or
perhaps we may get the same effects on
something that is not timber at all; so that
to provide for 200 or 300 years ahcad would
be waste on the part of this Government.

To-day the sawmilling and timber indus-
try is hard up against it, and those connected
with the industry are obliged to look for
work elsewhere. For years | opposed the
policy of the late GCoveiument—which
assisted those interested in {hie importation

My Duffy.]
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of foreign timbers—a policy that acled very
detrimentally to our own industry. When
there was an excellent demand for Queens-
land timbers the Government permitted
prices to soar so high, aided by the ration-
ing of timber supplies, that Southern mer-

chants were compelled to look elsewhere
for supplies. Whilst seeking for further
supplies, Quecnsland was able to extract

high prices for some of her timbers; but it
was mnot very long before Southern mer-
chants discovered that they could sceurc
supplies_of timber very cheaply from New
Caledonia and Vanikoro, in the case of
kauri pine, and from the Philippine Islands
and British Borneo, for Pacific maple and
Japanese oak. HEverybody knows the history
of Oregon pinc. The result to-day is that
our cabinet timbers have been flooded off the
market by importations from outside Aus-
tralia.  Only a few wecks ago the .
* Urilla,” a boat well known in the trade
on the coast, which usually proceeds to Cairns
to load logs for southern ports, passed Bris-
bane carrying “over 600,000 fcet of kauri
pine from Vanikoro. Apropos of this the
Brisbane press contained the following pava-
graph:—

“ After discharging about 40 tons of
general cargo and scveral hcad of sheep
and cattle, the vessel loaded kauri pine,
some of which measured 43 fect long and
had a girth of 17 fcet. The logs, which
were  rafted oub from the shore by
natives, were brought to the ship’s side
by a launch, and hoisted aboard by the
ship’s gear. The loading oporations took
a week, and the ¢ Urilla ” left the pmt
at 7 a.m. on 28th June. The harbour of
Vanikoro is an expansive one. It is
essentially a timber port and . wireless
station, with a handful of white men.”

That shipload of 600,000 feet of kauri pinc
should have been secured in North Queens-

land, and would have been secured 1if the
’*()rcstlv Board had done its job. Unfor-
tunately, it *“ kidded ” itself and most of

the people of Quecnsland that it had some-
thing very valuable, zomething that could
not be obtnined anywh re clse, and all that
it had to do was to demand a price and the
vest of Australia would pay it. We must
come down to earth in connection with our
timber supplies, and we should initiate =
move in the direction of securing the mar-
kets, irrespective of whatever reduction in
price or cost may be nccessary. We must
provide work for those usually employed
in the industry, and, above all, we should
retain we money in Australia, instead of
exporting it for the purpose of purchasing
foreign timbers, We should not import
?‘ea\y supplies of foreign timbers and at the
same time hold up our own timbers for
another fifty years.

Mr. Crayron: And have our own timbers
decaying in the scrubs.

Mr. DUFFY: That has happened.
Recently I appearcd before the Tariff Board
in Meclbourne when evidence was given on
behalf of Australia’s native timbers, We
were cndeavouring to induce the Tariff
Board to recommend to the Federal Govern-
ment that ample protection should be given
to our tinibers. We all know that the first
decision gave mno protsction whatever to
Queensland  timbers; but pressure  was
brought to bear, and the duty on Orcgon
Fine was raised by 4s. 6d. per 100 superficial
cet.

{Mr. Duily.
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Unfortunately for North Queensland,
cabinet timbers—the very timbers we were
interested in—received no extra protection
worth  mentioning. = They certainly did
receive an increase in tariff rates from 10
to 30 per gent.; but that only represented an
increase from apploxnnately 10d. to 2s. 6d.
per 100 superficial feet. The actual effect of
ﬂ](‘ increase w 1)1 not give us the desired relief
in so far as the lmponatlo'l of log timber
is concerned. At that meeting it was pointed
out that of the total labour involved in
producing sawn timber 60 per cent. must be
allotted fo bringing the logs from the scrub
to the mill, and 40 per cent. in producing
the wawn timber; yet. for some reason or
other, sawn timber receives protection to
the extent of 12s. 6d. per 100 superficial feet
as against 25, 6d. protection given to logs.
The relative protection 13 out of all pro-
portion. If we could only induce the Govern-
ment to protect our cabinet timbers to the
same cxtent as the protection given to sawn
timber, we could revive the timber industry
in North Queensland again. It is heart-
breaking to go around the timber districts.
which e1ghtnen months ago were a hive of
industry, and witness 1he almest complete
idleness of the tndustry. The men engaged
in the industyy do Work-—tnev are not time-
killers; and the whole of the plant is at
pres cnt idle, with ne prospect of any lmme-
diate recovery. It has been stated that the
industry is 1dle because the trade is not
there; but importations {rom other countries
ave arriving just the same. I doubt very
niuch whether, even when there is a revival
in the timber industry, we shall recover
the trade in cabinet timbers unless we receive
added protection. It would not be fair to
ask for higher tariff duties on imported
cabinet timbers unless we did something cur-
sclves 1o mect the situation. To that end a
substantia] reduction should be made 1n
stump values and a big reduction in the
railing of timber. 1t costs as much to mjl
a truck of logs 100 miles as it does to ship
iimber from the Philippine Islands to Sydney
or from New York to Svdney. The raiiway
freight charge is quite absurd.

We have also been told that the slump
in the timber industry in North Queensland
is accounted for by shippers bhlpplng unsuit-
able timbers overseas, especially to America.
but that assertion is quite wroug. The con-
tributing factor in the slump of Queensland
timbers overseas is, firstly, the financial crash
which occurred in Amecrica last Septembcr
and October, rendering the radio manufac-
turers and other large users of our timbers
bankrupt; and, secondly, to the refusal of
American interests to  allow Queensland
walnut to be designated as such. Permission
was refused to deseribe the timber as Aus-

tralian walnut., In fact, the Tariff Board
refused to allow it even to be known as
walnut, We are told that there is sufficient

of our timber to last the trade in America
for nine to twelve months, and at the end
of that period portion of our trade will be
recovered,

in Nerth Queensland a scheme
was mooted, which we hope to bring to a
successful fruition, to use our secondarv and
cheap timbers which are to-day burnt in the
scrub when farm-clearing. With this timber
we hope to be able to veplace the cheap
timber nnpmtcd from Norway and Sweden.
If the scheme is successful, it will assist
settlers on scrub lands, inasmuch ag it will
give them something for what to-day costs
them quite a few pounds per acre to clear.

Recently
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I believe that many considerations thai hsve
becn taken into account in the past in regard
to the timber industrv will have to be
thrown overboard immediately, because we
cannet have our own men walking about
Jooking for work and cur plants idle, whilst
ai the same timee imvported timbers are being
used in the country.

One of the big losses sustained in Queens-
land is in respect the railwavs; indeed,
practically the whole of the deficit in vears

gone by has been due to the losses incurred
in railway working., ¥ do not bolieve it

possible to balance the accounts
immediately,
Mr. Kirwan: You don’t?

Mr, DUFFY: No, and neither does the
hon. member; but I believe the loss can be
reduced by at least 50 per cont,, and possibly
75 per cent.  Of course, the balancing process
would take a long period. I would like to
see some schome evolved under which the
railway employees would be given some
further interest in assisting to reducs the
deficit on the railways. It would go a long
way if those men were given a hand in the
management and an intevest in anvy reduction
of losses which they effected. To-day
there are some men in the Railway
Department who do not pull their weight:
vet the good, consrientious worker, who works
in the intevests of the department, gets no
more consideration than the other man. If a
scheme were introduced by which railwaymen
would participate in any savings which were
effected on the railw , then 1 think we
would securc the active co-operation of 90
per cevt. of railway employees in an effort
to wipe out the deficit. If we were relieved
of 50 per cent. or 75 per cent. of the loss on
the railways, 1t would mean that niany redue-
tions that will prohably be ma in other
votes [or this vear would not take place.

T join with other other memnbers in regret-
ting the necessity for semie of the mears which
the Government will have to take this vear
to balance the ledger; but it scoms to me
that those neaple who think they have a
grievance to-day in regard to any action that
the Gevernment moy take will Took back in
a year cr two and view the position mmueh as
we did when, as boys, our mothers adminis-
tered ecastor oil; afthoneh it was very
nasty ard very unpleas at the time, we
prew to recognise that it was given to us for
our benefit. (Laughter.) So will the workers
of Queensland for the next yesy or o realise
that the steps the Government I have to
take will b, after all, for their bencht and
for the beuefit of those whe foilow them.

It is less attempting to keep up the
present  wage  when we khnow that the

We have to face

railway

whole world is against us.
the position, and the Government will have
to faca the position, whether it is pleasant
or net. If we can get a better understanding
anongst the people of Queensland as to
why this should be done, then we shall not
have the meetings of protest that we have
had recently by some of those who have
suffered reductions. I regret that it was
neeessary to make those reductions, but I
hope that the reduced cost of living and
the general prosperity that we hope will
follow shortly will more than compensate
them, and will also give better opportuni-
ties for their boys and girls in the near
future.

Question—‘“That the Address in Reply be-

adopted ’—put and passed.
1930—21
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SUPPLY.
CoxsrrzvTioNn oF COMMITTEE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan):
I beg to move

“ That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider the Supply to
be granted to Ilis Majesty.”

Question put and passed.

WAYS AND MEANS.
CoxsTITUTION OF (COMMITIEE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, ZLogan):
I beg to move—

“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of Ways and
Means for raising the Supply to be
granted to Ilis Majesty.”

Question put and passed.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY AND
OTHER ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

IxiTIATION IN COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Roberts, East Toowoomba, in the chair.)

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon, . E. Sizer, Sandgate):
I beg to move—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend ¢ The Inspection of
Machinery Acts, 1915 to 1825 and other
Acts in certain particulars.”

The Bill, although containing twenty-three
clauses, is of very minor importance. There
arc only three principles involved. The firss
alteration is due to the fast that the Govern-
ment have transferred the administration of
the Inspection of Machinery Act from the
Department of Public Works to the Depart-
ment of Labour and Industry. Thiz has
necessitated certain verbal alterations in the
present Act.

The next priaciple makes provision for the
ination of motor mechanics. We ars
iding for the lholding of examinations
v motor mechanics may receive certi-
of competency according to the pass
obtained,

Mr. BuLcock:
mandatory ?

The SEC ARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: No—mnot mandatory—purely
voluntary. On the other hand, it is pro-
posed that Queensland University students

who have obtained their quali-
[7.30 p.m.] fying degree In engineering,

and who have served sixteen
moenths in a practical workshop, shall be
allowed to sit for the examination held by
the department.

Another point is that where machinery—
boilers particularly—is known to be efficient,
the Bill gives the chief inspector discre-
tionary power as to whether the boiler shall
be inspected every year or at such other
periods as he may think necessary.

Mr. HyNes: That is dangerous, is it not ?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND

INDUSTRY: No. The chief inspector of
machinery says it is not dangerous at all;

Hon., H. E. Sizer.]
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and, where g boiler is known to be efficient,
Lo will defer the inspection for two vesrs or
vhatever period in hl‘ diseretion he decms
. Tho chief inspector advises that
=ill be no loss of efficiency iuvolved.
is a general po ing the chief
inspector more latitude in cortain directions.
We must assume that he will use his disc
tion to tne best advantage wlthom impair-
ing the efficiency of boilers or congines.

The other point 1s purely consequential
on that principle. A difficults has ecropped
up in the department iu conunection with
minor prosecutions. It is found from recent
expericnce that the mode of procedure to
secure recovery of fees is extremely cumber-
soize,  On one occasion the chief inspector
of muchinery, the chief clerk, and four or
five other officers of the department were
kept waiting all day at a cost of about ten

re-

times more than thc fees in question. This
amendment with rezgard to fees is being
made on ihe advice of the Crown Law

Department,

That practically covers all there is in the
Bill, which is one entirely for discussion in
Committee.

MEeEMBER: Are
to machinery

An  OrrosiTiON
provisions relating
shearing sheds?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: Small engines under 60
circular inches will be exempt from the
operations of the Bill. I do not think there
is any further information nceded at this
stage. As the Bill is purely a machinery
Bill, T do not propose to say much on the
second reading: but I will supply- all the
information nceessary when we get to the
Committee stage.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
have listened very carefully to the informa-
tion which the Minister gave on moving the
motion. There can be no doubt that the
Bill is one that can be dealt with more fully
at the Committee stage; but it is well to
remember that at this stage we establish the
relevancy of any amendments that may be
made to the Bill; in other words, the prin-
ciples on which the Bill is founded are laid
down at this stage of the proceedings.

The first point mentioned by the Minister
is the intention to transfer the administra-
tion of the Act from the Department of
Public Works to that of Labour and Indus-
try. 1 can understand that., from the point
of view of general administration, that may

there any
used in

be o dis tinct convenience. Of course, as in
the ceue of all other Acts of Bdrhament
that is a atter of internal arrangement

for the Government of the day. The prin-
cipal Act says that it shall be administered
by the Sceretary for Public Works or such
other MMinister as may be from time to time
charged with that duty; so thzt no change
of prinviple is involved.

The liox point raised hy the Minister has
been discussed very fully in various quarters,
The Royal Autemobile Club of Queensland,
for example, has heen pressing for the regis-
tration of motor mechanics for some time,
its point of view being that a certificate of
competency would be a protection to the
general public who have occssion to use the
services of such artisans. I have quite an
open mind at this stage on this section of
the Bill. Certainly the public have a right,
when they hand over any machinery to bé

[Hon. H. E. Sizer.
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repaired or otherwise dealt with, to have
some guarantee that the work will be carried
out by competent men; and, generally speak-
inz. a certificate of com])otd'tv issued under
& statute of this kind would, without doubt,
be some form of such gvaranfce~ but in the
discussions that have taken place as to the
dusirability of registering motor mechanics
I sometimes think that the mechanic has
ofien been blamed for faulty work, whereas
the general administration of the garage or
vowas responsible for the defect., The
exceutive in control of any class of work
involving skill and cruftsmanship lays down
the %uxhd(uh of «kill or workmanship
requir from his employecs. If cheap and
faulty nnv rial ix used, that is the fault of
the execntive. If insuflicient time is allowed
ot inellicient appliasces are available for
the nse of the mechanice, that is not the fault
of a mecchanic. I have sometimes thought
that. vather than seck to obtain g wmody
by the granting of a certificate to the
omplovoo which would be liable to cancella-
tion in the eveut of defective work being
found. it mwut be worth considering the
registration of motor garages, for example,
and making the owners responsible for the
quality of the work executed in their respec-
tive workshops. It is an old trick on the
part of some people to blame faulty work-
manship on the employee, whereas it has
been the executive control of the factory
that has been to blame. However, the point
to safeguard is that no close co1poratlon
shall be formed under a measure of this
kind. Parliament from time to time, with
the best intention in the world, has placed
on the statute-book in the public interest
laws which have unwittingly resulted in the
creation of close corporations which have
enabled certain persons to exploit the general
public.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY:
That is why this Bill is wanted.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: For instance,
the Opticians Act was passed in the best
interests of the people who, like myself,
require the aid of glasses. "What has been
the vesult? 1 am informed on the very best
authority that the public are being charged
prices for the services of uwlstered opticians
that arve far in excess of the real economic
vnuo of the work. I could give concrete
evidence on that point. Close corporations
in the interests of cerfain people which enable
them to exploit the general public are
cntirely undesirable; (md 111 granting certifi-
cates of competency of any character showing
special ability, Porliament will have to scru-
tinise all clauses in Bills very closely in the
future, so that the public will be protected.
The public bave the right to be protected
against the quack. Thev have the right to
be protected against faulty workmauship or
faulty profeas nal work, and, in addition,
tlmv have the right to be protected against
the harpics who charge unduly high prices
for their services bv means of an opportunity
given them under a statute that did not
ivtend such a thing to be done

The proposal to permit university students
to sit for examination after sixtecen months’
practical work is probably quite all right. 1
kpnow that in Quce ensland, under the faculty
of engineering at the university, excellent
work has besn done, and that the degrea of
Bachelor of Kngineering of the Queensland
University, hmmg rogard to the men who
trained there, is recognised as
being of a high standard wherever such a
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yree 18 known., The faculiy of engineer-
= at the Quecnsland University is cne of
which the Stass has every reason o be proud.
GncreTany vor Pusnic Worzs: It s
ihe hichest standards in Australia.

Mo W, PORGAN SMITIH : Seven or eight
vears ago a proposal war made at a Premiers’
Conference that  the laws  relating  to
wachinery and engineering generally should
b brought into conformity 1n all the States
in the Commonwealith; and it was decided at
the conference that the Quecnsiand Act should
les faken as the basis for the other States to
follow, At the present time there is no
reciproeity between the States on the ques-
tion of the granting of certificates, That is
to say, a certificate ureler the Queensland
Act for an engine-driver is not of necessity
aceopted by New South Wales, and vice versa.
The object of the agreement at the Premiers’
Conference was to bring the law into con-
formity in the varvious States, so that there
would be one standard for the various classes
aof skilled work throughout the Common-
wealth, and the Queensland Act was accepted
as the bas The Minister will find in the
departmoent a large amount of correspondence
in regard to the matter. During my time as
Secretary  for DPublic Works we could not
proceed because of the fact that in other
States they had uot brought their standard
up to that of Queensiand. I should like to

kuow from the Minister whether anything

has been done in the matter of reciprocity
between the various States, and whether any
further progress has been made in regard to
the adoption of a uniform standard as
between the various States. A vear or two
awgo a conference of responsible officers of the
various States was held, but I am unable to
say whether any finality was reached.

The question of whether boilers should be
inspected every two years instead of annually
is oune with which we can deal more fullv
when discussing the details of the Bill.
Whether a boiler requires attention every
vear or cvery two vears depends, first of all.
upon the original construction of the boiler
itscif, upon the care with which it has been
attended. the uses to which it has been put.
and its age.

The real basis of this Bill is to protect
human lives, and it would be verv undesir-
able to save a few fees if human lives were
cndangered in the administration of this
law, Certain people centrolling machinery
will bo releazed from the advantage of
having that machinery inspected. and there
will Le no policing of it, This law has
application chiefly to persons who would
do little or nothing in regard to the main-
tenance of machinery unless compelled to
do so.  That i1s a maticr which has to bo
serutinised very closely.

Then the passage of this Bill will result
i a loss of revenue to the department. Fees
are only collected as a rosult of the actual
inspection of machinery, and owners of
boilers relieved from an annual inspection
will to that extent be saved the payment of
fees, and the wisdom of doing so, from the
point of view of actual safety to those in
attendance on those boilers and to the fac-
tories adjacent thereto, will have to be dis-
cuszed during the later stages of the Bill
before I, personally, will be preparcd to sup-
port that principle.

The Bill also, as the Minister states, does
away with the provision requiring certifi-
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cated men to look after certain classes of
machinery. The full extent of the opera-
tions of that clause is one which, too, will
have to be scrutinised very carefully, and
I will reserve comment on that aspect of
the Bill until I have seen the whole of it.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed,

The CHAIRAMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.
Resolution agreed to.

FIRST READING.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate)
presented the Bill, and moved—

“That the Bill be now read a first
time.”

Question put and passed.

Second reading of tho Bill made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

CORONERS BILL.
INTTTATION IN COMMITTEE.
(M. Roberts, East Toowoomba, in the chair,)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Brisbane): 1 beg to
move—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to consolidate and amend the
law relating to the holding of inquests
of death and inquests concerning fires.”

The object of this measure is to bring the
law relating to the holding of inquests of
death and inquests concerning fires to a
more up-to-date form. The Inquests of Death
Act is dated 1866, and the Inquests on Fires
Act is dated 1863. There has been no change
in the law since that period, and events hap-
pened last year which were brought very
forcibly before the public notice which made
it appear to everybody that the law in this
matier was antiquated and incomplete, and
that it was desirable that new legislation
should be placed on the statute-book bringing
the matter up to date. Under this legisla-
tion coroncrs will be appointed in every
district. The police magistrate, in the first
instance, will be the coroner in every district
or town; failing the police magistrate, the
acting police magistrate; failing both these
cincials, the clerk of petty sessions or acting
clerk of petty sessions; and, failing all of
these persons, a justice of the peace.

Provision is also made in -the Bill for the
appointment for a coroner in the Brisbane
area, and in any other town where deemed
necessary by the Governor in Council.

Mr. W, Foreax Sarriu: o you propose
to have inquests in all cases?

The ATTORNEVY-GENERAL: There 1s
provision that a coroner shall hold an inquest
of death under certain conditions set out.
Tnquests on fires will be held at the discre-
tion of the coroner, at the direction of the
Blinister, or on the specific application of
any insurance company. It is proposed to
repeal section 26 of the Insurance Act, which
provides that, in the case of a loss exceeding
£E0, it is imperative to hold an inquesi
concerning that lire.

My, W, Fomrean Surra: What are the
conditions which will determine whether an
inquest shall be held in the case of a person’s
death?

IHon. N. F. Macgroarty.]
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Those are
all set out, and will be explained later. If
any insurance company wants an_ inquest
concorning a fire, 1t will be provided with
the necessary machinery.

A view of the body in connection with an
inquest of death will not be necessary unless
ordered by the Minister.

_ There will ke the usual power of summon-
ing witnesses and inflicting fines for the non-
attendanco of witnesses.

Mr. Poirock: Are you removing the pro-
vision that enables two persons to secure an
inquest ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yeos.
Mr. W. Foncan Syitn: What about view-
ing the body?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: An inquest
of death will be imperative in certain cases,

Mr. PoLLock: What are those cases?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You will
get that on the sccond reading.
~ Mr, Poirockx: It is usual to
information now.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Very well.
Clause 5 provides that every coroner shall
kave jurisdiction throughout Queensland to
inquire into the manner and cause of death
of any person who is killed, found drowned,
or dies a sudden death, the cause unknown,
or dies under susmclom or unusual circum-
stances; dies while under an anasthetic in
the courze of a medical, surgical, or dental
operation; dies and no celtlhcato of a medi-
cal practitioner has been given as to the
cause of death; dies \"1thln a vear and a
day from the date of any accident where
the cause of death is directly attributable
to such accident; dies under such circum-
stances that, in the opinion of the Minister,
the cause and circumstances of such death
should be more clearly and definitely ascer-
tained; or dies in any prison hospltﬂ
‘10~pxt%l for the insane, or in any insti-
tution  under such circumsiances as fo
raquire an  inguest in pursuance of the
Act or any other Act. It shall be the duty
of the corvoner to inquire into the manner
and cause of any death under eny of the
circumstinces set forth in the Act.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): 1
listened very carvefully to the explanation
given by the Attorney-General. There is no
dgoubt that there is a public demand for a
mensure of this kind. qum is a publio
opmmh in favour of modernising and bring-
ing up to date the law ulatmn" to mqunlu
into the cause of death under certain circum-
stances, In the past it has been the practice
of the Police Department to investigate in
cases of violent death, and where suspicious
circumstances surrounded the matter a
magisterial inguiry was held. It was not
compulsory that such an inquiry should be
held. If, however, two persons demanded
that an inquiry should be held, then under
the law that inguiry was usually held, but
very largely it was left to the discretion of
the Home Secretary, who acted on the police
report as to whether an inquiry should be
held or not. Quite a number of cascs occur
in which all the circumstances are clear and
definite. Where the circumstances are clear
and definite and point to nothing in the
nature of criminal action, then there is no
need to hold an inquiry to establish what
is already known, and in those cases the

[Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.
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Home Secretary does not proceed. How-
cver, as the Attorney-General pointed out,
last year there was considerable publm
demand in connection with this law, and it
has been felt that the matter should be
placed beyond any question of expedicncy
as to whether an inquiry should be held or
not. In other words, the opportunity should
nob exist for citizens of the State to feel that
an inquiry would be held if desired, or that
an inquiry would be suppressed if desired
for any reason. That is why it is desirable

that the Minister should place

[8 p.m.] beyond any shadow of doubt the

conditions under which a coroner
shall carry out the purpose of his office
within the meaning of the terms of this
measure. The Minister, I understand,
resurrected some defects in the law which
demanded that the magistrates should inspect
the body pending inquiry, and I happen to
know that magistrates found this difficult to
honour Without any public purpose being
served. 1 have met magistrates who have
told me that, in the case of fatal accident
or sudden death from various causes, they
have been called upon by the police imme-
diately to view the body where no public
purpose could be served under such condi-
tions.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL ¢
decisions of the court.

Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH: Ves. The
Minister has not given us any information,
or, if he did. I did rot follow him clearly, as
{A) whether that is necessary uunder this new
aw.

"he ATTORNEY-GENER4L: Noj it is specially
provided that it is not necessary to view the
body.

Mr. W. FORGAN S’\HTH: The Bill is
one which we can go into more carefully
when we have the oppoxfumt“ of considering
itz clauses; but there can be no doubt at all
that it is desirable that the law relatiog to
inguiries into deaths under certain circum-
stances sheuld be placed beyond any shadow
of doubt and the public be relieved entirely
of any idea that inquiries can be held or
withheld {for certain reasons.

Question put and passed.

The House resuined.

The Crarrzian reported that the Committec
had come to a resolution,

Resolution agreed to.

In view of the

FirsT READING.

The ATTORNEY-GENHRAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgrearty, Svwth Drisbuns) presented the
Bill, and moved—

“That the Bill be now read a first
time.”

Question put and passed.

Second reading of the Bill made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

ART UNION REGULATION BILL.
Inrriariox 1N COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Roberts, East Toowoomba, in the ¢hair.y

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. T
Macgroariy, South Brizbane): 1 beg to

move —
“ That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to make better provision in
relation to lotteries and art unions,
raffles, and drawings of a like nature,
and for other purposes.”
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The object of the Bill is to place the law
and practice with regard to the granting and
relusing of art unions and similar proceed-
ings on a sounder basis than at present.

Rection 2848 of the Oriminal Code provides—
““ Any perscon who opens, keeps, or

carrving on a lottery
of any kind whatever is guilty of a mis-
demenncur, and is liable to imprisonment
with hard labour for three years.
“The term ‘lottery’ includes any
scheme or device for the sale, gift, dis-
posal, or distribution of any property
depending upon or to be determined by
ot or (‘).11 ce, whether by the throwing or
ssting of dice, or the drawing of ticket‘s.
cards, lots, numbers. or figures, or by
m#ans of & wheel or frained animal, or
otheywisa howsocver.
¢ This section does not apply to any
Jottery which haz obteined the sanction
of a (rown law officer.”
That appears to be the only authority for
the senctioning of any lottery or art union.
Mpr. BIviian: Docs not the Gamine Act
denl with it?

The \TT!()I\\}‘ Y-GENERAL: No. Regu-
lations have keen framed to deal with the
conduet of art unions and drawings; but it
is problematical whether they would bhave
the force of law if contested : so that the Bill
really proposes to make legal art unions and
loiteries irrespective of any provision under
Gaming Act or of the Criminal Code. It

of course, be read in conjunction with

the Code and any provisions of the Gaming
Act which might be held to deal with the
matter in any way.

Mr. Porrorx: Are wou going to legalise
fruit machines?

uses any place for

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No: that
dors not come into it.
Mr. Porrocx: Well. vou should. You

cellect license fees from them.

An IToNovRrRABLE MEMBER : What about rac-
g?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is a

matrer for another Aect, and it is proposed
to amend the Racccourses Act.

Mr. Kirwax: Is it proposed to legalise the
“ Golden Casket” under this Bill?

The ATTORNE Y GENERAL: No.

Mre. Hyves: Wil the Rieht-hour Art
T aien be enabled t‘o operate under 1t7?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: TLet me

explain. The Bill will provide for art unions
or lotteries in connection with carnivals or
fairs,” or independently of them, for anv
charitable or educational nurpose, or for the
purpose of assisting hospitals, ambulances.
returned soldiers and sailors’ associations. and
institutions of fine arts, for example.

An Ovrestiiox Meweir : Political purposes ?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No. not
political. People in ne(mmtous circumstances
1

il be dealt with on similar lines to those
ar present Tollowed,

Mr., Pounock: Will it cover
+ Exhibition?

The VTTORNEY-GENERAL: Side-shows
cannot be brought under the heading of art
unions or lotteries,

2y, Crayron: What is a side-show ¥

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That will
b defined in the Act. I propose to deal

side-shows at
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with them in a different wav. With regard
to art unions, whether thev b se connected with
cornivals, faivs. or otherwise, the present

regulations will be effective, and further regu-
Jetions may be procleimed.
Mr. PerLock: What eteps will be taken

by a person desirous of securing permission
to hold an art union or a raffle for charit-
able purposes?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: e will
apply to the department, as is done now.
Mr, PorLock: What will be the difference
when the Bill is passed?

Ths ATTORNEY-GENERAL: A the
presant time thore are regulations govern-
g the matter; but it is doubtful whether the
regulations w ould have any force in law, if
thoy were contested.

XMr. Duxscor: What
Fair’?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am
coming to that. The Minister, in his discre-
tion, will be able to grant pe\lmlt~ and will
be able to eancel peumtc

Provision is made in the Bill for the audit
and proper keeping of books in regard to
unclaimed prize moncy, and penalties ensue
in respret of misappropriation of prizes,
fraudulent drawings, and for using funds
other than for the purpose approved. It
was thought desirable that the 3Jlinister
should take the nereszary power to grant
permission to conduct carnivals. Dbazaars,
fairs, side shows, and such like prior to ang
pormhslon or license being granted by the
local authority. At the present time per-
mission can be granted by a local authority
to conduct carnivals, fairs, ete. It is pro-
posed by the Bill that a license must iirst
be obtalned from the department before the
sanction of the local authority can be
granted, subject, of course, to the by-laws
of the local authority. Side-shows are
enumerated in the Bill. TPermission will
first of all have to be obtained from the
deparrment before a side-show or a carnival
will be sanctioned by an agricultural or
show society. After obtaining permission
from the department, the person concerned
is at liberty to obtain the necessary permis-
sion from the municipality or the agricui-
tural or show society.

Mr. Kirwax: They will have to give a
demonstration to an officer of your depart-
ment ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That will
be provided for. The idea is to =anction
side-shows and to exclude those that are not
desirable,

Mr. Pornock: By whose permission do
they operate at the present time?

about ¢ Libertr

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They
operate entirely at the discretion of those
who conduet the agricultural shows. They

will be dealt with by the Bill.

My, PorLock: At the present time those
in control of these gambling devices and
games of chance have not to sccure permis-
sion from your department?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No. They
would obtain permission from those con-
trolling the agricultural show. The only
remedy in the hands of the Crown is to
instruct the police to prevent certain gamb-
ling devices under the Gaming Acts. At the
present time there is mo necessity for per-
mission to be secured from the department

Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.]
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any more than permission was necessary

from the department to conduct a bazaar or
carnival ‘at Ipswich or Toowoomba, for
instence.  Certainly, on many occasions
there people have found it necessary to apply
to the department for permission fo conduct
art unicns In conjunction with calmvals
and The Bill proposes that permission
for ull they\ things must first of =ll be
obtained from the department,

Mr. Fouey: What conditions apply in
respeci of side-shows and gambling devices?

The ATTORNEY-GENTERAL: There is

a spectal provision dealing with side-shows.

Mr. Fowry: What about the *‘chocolate
whneel”” at the show?
Mr. Hyxes: Or the “ tattooed lady?”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is a
side-show.  (Laughter,) There is a clear
tinction betvecn lotteries or art unions

aide-show: Side-shows operating in
1111 annual shows, whether held in

and
connection
Brisbane or in any other town, have first to

obtain pormis \on ‘from the depalnnnnt We

also propose under this Bill to charge them
a fee.

Mr. KIRwWAN :
then?

The TTORNEY-GENERAL e are
going *o get a bit of revenue out of theni.
We pr opovz to charge a fee in rogard to arg
unions or lotteries,

My, (VKeer: If an art
a  hospital,
from 1t?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We are
going to charge a fee in respect of them ail.

Mr. Hyxes: That means that a branch of
the Australian Labour Party will not be
able to run an art union.

You are out after revenue,

union is run for
you propese to obtain revenue

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They will
corae within the definition of the bodies “thh

are prohibited from helding an oyt union.

My, Hyxps:
arganised

You are
labour.

RNEY-GENERAL: The hon
y 1\‘ []1(’ seoms "ult(‘ concern
ion.

«m concorned aboud it.

BY-GENERAL: I can
smb=r for Townsville that
roceive
nature
sary for thase
1 nd L(,C("“(H 1 to the regu-
f\ti(ms that have been in force, there never

be~n authority to confer that permis
won them.

f\_ux Hyxrs:

trying to bhamstring

U
nwcnxb n
about t

-3

a p'}lif'(al hody

#t 33 the real object of the

The ATTORNEV-GENTRAL :

so. The objeet of the Bill i to regulate art

mions, lotteries, and side-shows, and get a
t!o revenue out of them. )

Mr. Hywnr And prevent the Australian
Labour Partr from getting a little revenue
br that means. )

Mr. MULLAN (Flindcrs) :
Code declares art unions
tions, aand lotterics of
unless the AMinister

Thut is not

The Criminal

guessing compeoti-
all kinds unlawful
les grants permits. The
Minister_now has full power to deal with
them. Under the Gaming Act there is

[Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.
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power to prevent them being held. As &
matter of fact. therc is a cleeu inconsistency
Between the Suppreszion of Gambling Act
and the (umm I Code in ot of theso
matter ntioned by », the

Supp Gam’:;l art
unio: ttevies illegal, wheress under
thin (‘nmu 1 Cade «vlrhough they ar 1H¢ga1
Hl may be pormiited by the Atte
That is the position. The law is

tory  In relation o

thiz kind,

e
uring sy

Al remain unsatizfaciory

e,

some respeets it will
but in other respects

omer improvement.,  The Bill
to  deal ith waffles. art unions,
competitions, sud gamnbling of all
"‘hn Minister has ponrrvd out that he
propeses to ch‘n’ﬁm a feo with respect to all
pcrnms glam\& I doubt the wisdom of the
Government charging a for for such permits
if they ]nppon to bo granted for charitable,
religions, ed ucm ional, or patriotic purp
The Mini-tor hes intim: ated that the Govern
nent ave 1\w-1)<11(><l to augment their revenue
by part ating in the plo,lt of funds raised
by means of art unions, lotteries. or guessing
competitions for charitable, religious, educa-
tional. ar patriotic purposes. In that regard
T must differ fmm the proposal of the Minis-

linds.

ter. Tt iz only fair to w=ay that the depart-
ment is involved in a very considerable

cxpenditure in connection with this matter.
S¢ill. we are committed to a great amount

of ((‘,xrm(‘ii’uw in hondreds of other ways
less important: and there is no reason why
we shonld single out this particular adminis-
trative act of government for the purpose
of deviving vevenue. T honestls think that
: Gmr\mmmf .\10 proceeding on unsound
lines when they s(“(‘ fo augment the revenue
from the proceceds of Totterles art unlom
af’:lo\ _ete., held for the purposes defined by
£ 1 . 1 hope the Attorney- General
bn b]ﬁcd in his outlook in defining
(nn‘.'hx 11“1 education, and patriotism.
T frank ¢ t} when 1 held the
DG ‘tfrho OF aeral and granted
T tried as {ar as possible to meet
to be the publie opinion

. was very liberal, parti-
cularly on the tor of education, which
I construed very widely. T tried to meet

the wishos of hon, mnembers gener dLv on thag
gquestion.  Heome hon. members said that T
went g0 far as fo f"l“’rf ney xmfn for the

I ng of ‘unds ‘“h""h weore later on devoted
to nolitical purpes They may have come
to tha (omhmion which, T confess, shared
a1 times. thet the publie wantad a great
feal of educstion on political metters gener-
v T ¥ for that reason that I gave
ble latitude in the granting of per-

ailv; =
considers
1iits,
My, Brawn: Why should vou augment
veur politieal funds from those sources!

TLLAN: I did not augment my
I merely listencd to requests
and I was honest and
(Laugh-

51

Ly,
poiltical funds.
from hou. members;
inwocent cnough to belicve them!
ter.)

We have not wet had an opportunity of
perusing this Bill.  That would have been
of considersble advantage fo us in enabling
a considered opinion to be given on the
whole matter, At this stage one cannot
criticise the Bill, and T do not propose to
commit myself one way or the other at
present.
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Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): By interjec-
tion, T asked the Attorney-General what was
his attitude in ¥
other similar

devices. [ am not in favour

of allowing these fruit machines to continue.
I think they are a methed of robbing the

general public. I know of people who have
purchase:! these fruit machines at a cost of
£100 to £140 cach, and in four of these cases
they paid for themselves in a fortnight by
a process of robbery of the general public.
There is no other term to use. Two of the
persons who 1nstalled these fruit machincs
adinitted to me that they ought to be dis-
allowed by the Government besause they were
absolutely wafair in theic operation. It is
the mothod of allowing these muachines to
continue that I find fault

Mr., BLACKLEY :

Ther are stopped now.

Mr. POLLOCK: They are stopped now,
but theve is nothing in this Bill which savs
that they will not be allowed to operate m
the future, or that some other similar
gambling method will not be allowed to
operats, A man wrots to me from Winton
ix months ago asking whether fruit
were legal. Ile was a hotelkeeper,
and desired to instal one. e had heard
they were a good thing, and desired to be
in on it. In my innocence I did not then
know what a frult machine was. (Lauchter.)
At that stage there was only one operating in
bane, I rang up Mr. Terry Ahern, who
s running an orange drink ma.chnu, and
asked what a fruit machine was. I thought it
was a machine for making orange dr ;nlﬁ‘ He
toid me that it was a machine operating in a
similar fashion to the poker machines in hotel

bars. I went to the Justice Department and
asked them for information about these
machines, and they told me thers was no
cmbargo upon their use.

The ATrorNzY-GRNERAL: Who teld you
that?

Mr. POLLOCK: Mr. Cartor, the Under
Secretary.

The ArToRNEY-GENERAL: Why did you go
to him?

AMr., POLLOCK: 1Ie is the responsible
officer.

The Arromrvey-Grnensn: Ie is a respon-

sible offie that dey
¢0 1o him for o legal opi

Mr. POLL.CC¥ : T go to him for informa-
tion as to the policy of the department, In
the absence of the Minister whom else can
I approach?

The  ATroryry-GeNERAL:
Solicitor,

Aly, POLLUCK: r. Carter told me that
the wse of fruit machines war not prohibited.
At that time their use was not prohibited,
because they were being used in almost every
hotel bar m Brishane, and ther were also
being used 1 Tattersall’s Club. T savw them
opomtlnf there,

The ATToRNTY-GiNERAL :

tmens, but don’t

011,

The  Crown

When was this?

Mr. POLLOCK : Up to a few weeks ago.
However, ther were operating almost
gereralh not only in Brisbane but through-
out the State, and it is no use the Minisfer
s(wmg he did not know, because, if he did
not know, he did not know his job.

The ArroRNEY-GENERAL: Why did you not
come to me?

{19 Avcust.]
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Mr, POLLOCK: B(‘Causu
cannes get through the hon. gentleman's
bodyguard, so I go to the res pommle officer
of the department. It is a well-known fact
that it is as hard to scc the Attorney-General
as it is to sce the Czar of Russia, snd he
has bren dead for ms years i nerely
want to add in regard to these fr uit machines
that the answer given to me by the respon-
sible head of the department——

The Arrorne7-GENERAL: I deny that he is
the responsible head of the department on a
question of law.,

r. POLLOCK : It is not
I ]+ is a qus

half the time I

a aquestion of
ion purelv of deparimental

~
alos No.

Wiy, POLLOCK : If the Under Secretary
does not know the policy of the uepmtvncni
then he should not be there. We have to go-
to Under Sceretarics, We trust them and
everybody clse trusts them to be able to give
a definite I am going to get to the
point if I star here all night, The point is
this—-that the Under q”czet,mv informed me
that the police were the people who could
stop these fruit machines from: being used
i{ they thought they were unfair. That was
the information given io mic. The objec-
tion I am taking to-night is not
18.30 ponr.] a frivolous one. I say that in
watters of this kind the police
‘hould have no authoriiy to be able to allow
o to stop things of that kind.
The Arroryey-Grxeral: Why do you think
they have such authorit

My, POLLOCK : I ean only assume that
the hon. gentleman’s department does not
know its busine This is what his officer
told me, and I beliecved him, and passed
zlong 1ihe information to the people who
trusted mie to obtain it for them.

Mr. Brawp: Mr. Carter did not give any-
body elio that information.

POLIOCIK: I can only give the
information he gave e, I am uot
endenvouring to iell lies about the thing.
This iz a matter of public policy. We are
asked te agree to @ 21l which provides for
o 101 of c¢rriain forms of gmnbling.

i Dheen all d by the department.
1old by the department that the police
the people who woald stop this if there

o

auy abuse; and I put it to Mr. Carter
sther it wes a fair thing to allow the
fice 1o have control of matters such as
is, as it was open to too much abuse. Any-

bodr who was on particularly good terms
with the police would apparently be allowed
to copcrate a fruis machine. (Government
dissent.) What other view could be taken?
1f one does not happen to be on very favour-
sble terms with the pol Heo—th at is to say,
if the police do not like the colpur of your
nair, then you canuot operate the roachine.

The Arrorxey-Gexvoan: That
on the police.

Mr. ”OL LOCK . The hon. gentleman may
sav it is a libel on the police, but, if we give
these powers to the police ILS’(O«ld of either
allowing these machines to be worked or pre-
venting them from being worked without the
authority of the head of the department him-
self—a man who is responsible to Parliament
or the public—then we must expect abuses
of that kind.

is a libol

My, Pollock.]
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The SBECRETARY FOR PUBLIC TNSTRUCTION :
‘The police are not under the jurisdiction of
the Department of Justice.

Mr, POLLOCK : I know that; but it is well
known that all of the departments depend
on the police to some extent in matters of
administration.

The ATroRNEY-GENERAL: The man who can
stand up and say what you are deing ought
to be ashamed of himself.

Mr. POLI.OCK: Docs the hon. gentleman
mean to say that I am not telling the iruth
about the matter? 1 am giving an actual
(0)1c‘rc“ case and, if the DMinister’s Under
ry is wrong, he ought to make it hix
to know what the policy of the
nent is.  If this is going oot fo the
public as bel: of the department,

and the Mini s wrong, then it is
hmh time he took cmtmn action; but that
is thﬂ information givin to me.

The Arrorvev-Gexcran: 1
-some time ago.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
machines illegal?

dr, POLLOCK :

73

took action

Are not these

They are illegal at the

moment. They have been declared illegal—
50 the Minister says—but there is just the

same power as the Minister always had to
Jegalise them again if he wants them, or to
legalise any other form of gambling. Let
‘me give an illustration. T suppose I gamble
as much as anyone. This is not a high and
moral stand that I am taking.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You object to
other people having a little gamble while you
go elsewhere and gamble.

Mr. POLLOCK: I gamble as much sas
anybody, and everybody knows it; and I
know encugh about qamblm" to know about
fair and unfair methods.

The Ar70RNEY-GENERAL: You are con-
demning illegal gambling when you are
engaged in illegal gembling yourself.

Mr. POLLOCK : I am not. You are a liar
if you say I indulge in illegal gambling.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The SLECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan):
T rise to a point of order. Is the hon.

member for Gregory in order in saying that
the Attorney-General is a liar?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
knows that such lauguvage is unparliamen-
tary, and I ask him to withdraw it.

Mr. POLLOCK: Certainly, I will with-
draw it. That is my only method of calling
attention to the statement of the Minister.
The words he used to me were offensive. He
said I engaged in illegal gambling. 1 ask
you to see that those words are withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the
General to withdraw those words.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I withdraw them.

Mr. POLLOCK:

Attorney-

QOn the general question

‘of gu‘m‘bliu@, the gambling devices of the
10w are also, in my opinion, just as
as the “fruit” machines. They_ are

still allowed to continue, and provision is to
b2 made in this measure for the department to
grant permits to the people who run them.

The ﬁTTOP\F\ -GrxErat: That is not so. I
distinetly  said that eideshows are not
sambling devices.

[Mr. Pollock.
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I am not talking of side-

Ir. POLLOCK :

shows. T will give the hon. gentleman an
illustration, if he ca to listen. First,

there are thosn concerns where a number of
celluloid balls ave blown up out of a funnel
and a stick with a net on it somewhat similar
to & miniature lacrosse stick is used to catch
them. It is supnosed to be partly a game of
skill. It is a purc gambling device, where
the cdds are about twenty to one against the
persons who e o in it. 1 stood there for
an hour and wi d out the odds on the basis
of the results arrived at; snd I know some-
thing about gambling, and I know what are
fair odds and what are not.

The . . I thought vou said
rou did 1ot engage in gambling.

POLLOCK: I said I did not do any
I gambling o a lot of gunbling, but
not illegally. T do it in pubn", and 1 do not
gamble in the foodstufts of the public like a
good many members on the other side of the
Chambor.

The CHATRMAN : Order! T must ask the
hon. member to withdraw that remark—
“ Gambling in the foodstuffs of the public
like members on. the other side.”’

My, POLLOCK: I was vreferring to
the Tressursr, Mr Roberts, but I will with-
draw it if you wish. The chances on that
parsticular concern are just as much against
the individual who invests as the chances of
the individual on the poker machine. They
arec about twenty to one aga.lmf him. These
arc the games at the side-shows to which T
refer which sro suppes=d to be games partly
of skill and partly of chance—these and those

Aunt Sallics "—the ceneerns w]«ew yvou play
a game that is more like “hobs ' or bil-
lisyds than any other I have scen—the games
whelr\ vou roll balls into holes. That is
purcly chance. The odds are just as much
against the public as on the fruit machines
or any othor device. A huge number of
peeple are allowed to live on the proceeds of
thri(\ concerns .nthoul, doing a day’s honest
work from one year’s end to the other; and
it is proposed to allow this to continue under
special permission from the Minister when in
thn same breath he says he is not going to
allow art unicns to raise funds for political
purposes, That is the objection I take. I
say that people who desire to secure money
for the purpose of returning certain candi-
dates to Parliament are just as much entitled
to a permit—and more contitled to a permit
—for that particular purpose than people
who are simply using these things to fleece
the public and get money for their own

|"‘l

devices.
1s not politics worthy of entry? Is it not
right that cvery citizen should take an

interest in his representation? If it is right
that he should take an interest in that
representation, is it not a fair thing that
he should have the opportunity, by gambling
devizes, to raise money for that purpose by
means of fairs? Surcly the crowd who fre-
quent side-shows at Fxhibition time—you
see them here and all over the country—who
live on the side-shows, are not serving as
good a purpose as the public inen of this
countrs.  We object very strenuously—at any
rate, 1 Ob_](’(t personally—to this method of
refusing the Laboul Party the right to hold
avt unions and raffles for pohtxcal purposes,
when the same IJOH is given to people who
have no sach good ()bjCCt to serve, and who
have not the same causs to advance as we
have.
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Mr. HANLON ([thaca): With the hon.
member for Gregory, believe that the
granting of permission for art unions should
be given equally for political purposes or
trades union purposes as for any public pur-
pose. 1f there is any justification for per-
mission to conduct an art union or rafile,
ghen it should be upon the gondition that no
person is to secure any private profit from
each art union or raffle. So long as ars
unions are conducted for the purpose of
raising public funds, and so long as the funds
are applied honestly for some public pur-
pose and do not enter the pockets of any
individual, the Minister should give permis-
sion equally for political or trade union
purposes as for any other purpose.

1 rose mainly to reply to the statement by
the Minister that it was proposed to raise
revenue by issuing permits for art unions.
T think the CGovernment are getting down
to fairly paltry tactics if they are going
to endeavour to take something from the
unfortunate person in distress who obtains
permission to conduct an art union to relieve
his distress. 1 have casc after case in my
wown district—every hon. member has the same
experience—of people who are in distressful
circumstances, perhaps through lesing the
breadwinner by accident or through sickness.
Perhaps the person concerned secures per-
mission to run an art union; but surely the
{jovernment are not in such a bad way for
money that they are going to endeavour to
raire funds by giving such permission! There
is no justification under any circumstances
for the Government endeavouring to raise
funds out of the issue of permits to conduct
art unions or raffles. If the Minister sticks
strictly to the list of funds in respect of
which permits will be granted, such as
charitable, educational, or religious purposes,
then in no case is there any justification
for the Government claiming to make a
profit out of such permits. According to the
statement of the Minister, an additional tax
is being put upon those people who con-
tribute to any charitable or public art union.
In addition to the ordinary expenses of
management, printing of tickets, expenses of
advertising, and conducting -the art union,
an additional overhead charge will now be
imposed upon those for whom the art uniom
is conducted in order to pay some fee to
the Government in an endeavour to satisfy
the Treasurs. No matter for what purpose
an art union is granted, there is no justifica-
tion for the Government stepping in and
trying to get their share from the people in
distress.  Only a couple of weeks ago a
carpenter in my district was broken down in
health, and his family and himself found
themselves in most distressing circumstancoes.
The Minister granted permission to that
man to conduct an art urion to dispose of
his tools in order to securc a few shillings
to enable him to obtain medical attention.
About £20 was raised.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You do not think
I would impose a fee in that case—certainly
not.

Mr. TANLON : 1 have only the statement
of the Minister to go upon. 1 think it would
be a scandalous thing to do so in that case.
‘This week the Minister granted permission
to the secretary of the local school of arts
in my district to conduet an art union to
pay off the debt on the school of arts build-
ing. Will a fee be chargeable in that case?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes,
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Mr. HANLON : The people of the district
are being asked to subscribe funds to pay
off this debt on their school of arts, and
the Minister says that he is going to step in
and take some of that money.

Me. W, Fonresx Smrrim: Will the imposi-
ticn of the fee be at the discretion of the
Minister?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No.

Mr. HANLON: Who will say whether a
fer will be charged or not? Within the past
few weeks permission has been granted in
two cases to conduct art unions in my dis-
tvict. On the one hand the Minister said
he would not dream of charging a fes, and
in the other case he said that he would charge
a fea. Who will decide whether fees will
be chargeable or not? There should be no
fee at all. I cannot sce any nccessity or any
jusiice on the part of the CGovernment step-
ping in and taking some of the proceeds of
the art union in rospect of the school of arts
debt.

Mr. EDWarDs :

My. HANLON: I am not dealing with
side-shows, T have no side-shows out my way,
but T have a number of deserving cases. both
1 respect of people and of institutions that
are dependent upon art unions to raise funds
to maintain themselves and the various insti-
tutions.  That is the point which strikes
me. People in my district who are paying
cvery other tax that the Government demand
are called upon by the committee of the local
school of arvs to subscribe and clear off the
debt on that building, 7The Jlinister now
says they are going to be taxed because of
their public-spiritedness. Every resident in
a district where a school of arts is estab-
lished recceives an advantage by reason of
its existence, but the Minister is now going
to tax them becauvse they are public-spirited
enough to subscribe funds for their building.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
It is taxing their social hall—that is all.
It is not taxing their school of arts or their
literature.

Mr. HANLON : It does not matter.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCIION:
It makes all the difference.

Mr. HANLON: The position is that a
certain small percentage of the public are
sufficiently high-minded and public-spirited
enough in the progress of their own district
to subscribe to clear off the debt of the hall
attached to the school of arts. They are to
be specially taxed because they have the
deceney to subscribe to a fund for the
advancement of their district. Those who do
not subscribe anything towards the erection
of a school of arts escape this tax, The
thing is unjust. I hope that, before the Bill
goes  through, the Minister will recon-
sider his attitude in respect to that matter.
1 cannot conceive of any possible application
granted by the Minister where he would
be justified in taking a percentage of the
proceeds. Take an art union for the erection
of a church, a church hall, or a school. Is
it honest to tax people who subscribe funds
for such purposss?  Take the case of a
hospital or an ambulance brigade. Is it
right that people should be taxed because
they subscribe to the funds of a hospital
or an ambunlance? Under this Bill the Minis-
tor would tax those who did subseribe to
those funds, and those who did not subscribe
would escape. The Crown is not justified in

Mr. Hanlon.}

What about side-shows?
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taking any part of the procceds of any aré
union which is run for charitable, educa-
tional, or religious purposes. If there is any
justification for the {rown taking any per-
centage of the proceeds, the Minister, to

my d, would have no right to grant a
permit at all.  Either the permit should be

fren of all Government tax ovr the art union
should not be permitted. It is a departure
that is open to a lot of abuse.

My, Niman: Who is to pay the cost of
supervising these things?

My, HANLON: There is already a good

deal of expense in running art unions, and
it would be much more to the point if the
Minister devoted a little of his time to evolv-
ing a scheme for the reduction of these costs.
It should be a condition precedent to the
wranting of any application for an art union
or even the holding of a ball in Lennon's
hotel that the expenses in counection with
such benefit should be limited to a certain
percentage.
There is another mstter that I hope the
inister will include in this Bill, for he has
not mentioned it. It is very desirable indeed
that a provision should be attached to cach
permit for an art union that the prize-
winners should be notified by registered letter.
Many prize-winiters in art unions do not see
the results when published in newspapers,
and, consequently, some prizes are never
claimed. It would not mean a great deal of
expense to include a provision in any permit
for an art wnion that the winner shall be
notified by registered post. Then, if a
winner cannot be found through a change of
postal address, the fault will not lie with
those running the art union.

Again, many complaints ave continually
being heard of people getting permits to
run art unions in counection with which the
prizes arc not distributed. I hope the
Minister will consider taking some steps to
=20 that every endeavour i« made to distri-
bute prizes in any art union for which he
gives a permit.

. Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): It is
interesting to note that in his explanation
of thi= Bill the Minister intimates a new
form of taxation which is being adopted by
the Government. In other words, we have
the speciaclo e Government again search-
i the porkets of the poor for money with
which to increase the consolidated rovenue
of the Ftate. Here we have a Government
composed of a party which for many vears
denonreod the Y Golden (asket.”” ~ As a
matter  of fact, the Treasurer rvefused to
s cheque for a well-known public
rution beecause it represented the pro-
cods of a ““ Golden Casket 7 =ef we have
this Government to-day legalising forms of art
unions and lotteries and iniroducing a new

form of taxaticn so that the Stuto shall
Lenefit from the procends! Unquestionably

this is a new method of taxation. and is bub
another iisiznce of the action of the Moore
Government in searching the pockets of the
poor. As a matter of fact, most of the people
who buy tickets in art unions are people
who have very small incomes., but who give
their support in that war to public insbitu-
tions who run art unions for various social
purposes.  Men may not be able to give
lsrge donatiors to a school of arts or a very
neeessary public hall, but they are prepared
to invest a shilling in an art union the pro-
ceeds of which will be devoted to a purpose
of which they approve. The present Govern-

[r. Hanlon.
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ment, composed of a party that for years
denounced the ¢ Golden Casket,”” which was
d for and on behalf of the public hospitals
the State, have nct only swallowed the
Gold ket 7 but have gone a great
ter, and are taking a percentage of
the proceeds of every form of lottery that
ts  permitted by the State—a new and
insidiovs form of taxation that is unsound
I many respacts.

The DMinister has stated that under this
Bill he will leealise and control in an orderly
fashion the method of giving permits, which
shall only be granted for charitable, educa-
tional, or religious purposes. Now, the term
‘ ional " is capable of a very wide
inition.  Fhe Minister has stated that he
does net inteud to allow any political institu-
tionr to conduct an art union. I do not pro-
pose to «eal with that point. but I do raise
this question: As Atlorney-General the hon.
gentlernan has alveady refused permission to
the 8-hour day vommiltees in various portions
¢t the State to hold #rt unions in connection
vith the celebration of the 8-hour day move-
ment.  That movement has been celebrated
in Brisbane for many vears past, and long
before the Labour Government assumed
office it was the practice to grant an art
union permit in connection with the 8-hour
day celebration. The purchase of a ticket
in that «rt union carried with it the chance
of a prize, besides granting admission to
the various functions which were held. The
8-hiour day committes is clearly an cduca-
tional body. The Brisbane Trades Hall
Couuneil, ¢f which the 8-hour day committee
s a subsidiary activity, is not of necessity
a political institution, It is comprised of
unions many of which have no political
afliliation at ali. One of the main purposes
for celckrating the tnovement is educational.
I take it that historical education should not
be confined to the dynasty of kings, to giv-
ing the history of various royal families or
the dates of baitles or wars., 'The youth of
the nation, in order to become good citizens,
should knovw something of the economic his-
tory of the nation and of the people to which
they belong.

What lLetter purpose could we serve than
cducating the people in the great moral
movements which had for their purpose a
derwand  for hizher state of civilisation
than they had previously enjoyed? All those
niovements had a moral basis. The trade
union moversent as such. has been one of
the greatest moral factors of human pro-
gresw in the pest and present century: and,
dospite the Attorney-General or any member
of the Government or any National Party,
will coutinue to exert a similar influence
on a similar form of education.
cight-hour movement is one that overy
citizen has a right to be proud of; and it
is a matter for grave regret that Queensland
is the only State in Australasia that has not
got a statutory eight-hour day at the present
time. Why, even the League of Nations,
comprised in many cases of countrics that
are supposcd to be reactionary in their ideas
in regard to industrial matters, agreed to
the eight-hour principle; and the Aus-
tralian States, which are members of the
League of Nations. were requested to carry
out the decision of the League of Nations

by legislating for an ecight-bour day. Yei
the Attorney-General—not for any good
purpose

The Arrorxevy-GENERAL: That is your

opinion.
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Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: That is mv
npinion, and I shall establish reasons for my
opinion. The reasons for my opinion are
these: The eight-hour movement, as carried
out 1n the Vauoua centres of population in
Australia, affords an oppmtumtv of educat-
ing the workers of this country m the great
movements that have takern place in the
past that have resvlt“d in benefit to them
.md in the meaning and significance of tr’r)%
movements in rogard to future acti
What is wrong with such a proposal? "“1910
is as good a ecase for an art union being
granted to the elght hour day committce '15
any other institution that may get an ard
union permit. After all is »ald and done, I
could understand the attitude of a Govern-
ment that took the view thet. because art
uwnions and lotterics were gambling devices,
they would legislate against them all. No
one can attempt to de‘”ond gambling on moral
greunds. They may defend it, pelhapa on
psychological grounds. The ‘basis of all
forms of 'vamblmg is the desire to get some-
thing for nothing; and that is the bams of
most of the mcml and cconomic cvils in the
world to-day. If the Government wwere
raking up that attitude, then it is an atti-
rude that could be defended and thoroughly
nnderstood ; but the Government are not
waling that attitude. Ther are taking the
attitude that they shall diseriminate as to
what are educational institutions and what
are not; and thosc institutiors that gnin the
hall-mark of their political approval arc
regarded by them as cducational institu-
tions; buf other institutions that arc 1ot so
favourably regarded by the Government are
ruled out of Ccm‘r, and denied permits by
the Government of the day.

1 shsll deal with thst poaition more fully
at a leter stage of the Bill: but it is sig-

nificant that this Nationalist-Covnirs Pavty
that raise their hauvds in pious horror about
the ““ Golden Casket” art union. initiated to
ist the hOQp' s, have not only swullowed
lock, stock, and barrel every t‘l'“g ociated
with the © (Golden Casket,”
further and proposed a new
tion by levying a tsx on every permir is
within the ambit of the Bill

The ATTORNEY A

3%

mg oatvty, Nowth I ouu? just
fle to repiy to a . ?hmg\ that have Leen
d—fivst o ‘o what has been said by

i hon. member for Grogory

% pm rogard o the fruit
ves Lovean as 3riﬁhnn

sy opinion and thit of cther
ons of the frait machines

¢ the Claming Act, :md are
thercfore and they will not be dealt
with in sader this measuve, It has

Government
under to declare
fruit m=chines
A
W al-_e up.
The ATTORNREY-GENE
take me a lesr time to wake up Some
little time ago the matter of the {fruit
machines was mentionod to me, and I had
tnterviews with the police officers. [ was
told that the police bhad made mqmrlo in
Rockhampton with a view to takin pro-
ceedings. T said, “ Very well, go ahead.

Some htﬂe time later I was uhmmofi that
the case in Rockhampton had fallen through
for reasons that can happen in departments
like the Police Department when something

RAT.: Tt did not
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goes wrong. [ immediately instructed the

police to take further action in Brisbane.
Yeu cannob issue a summons againsg any-
Ledr unless vou have evide in =unp0rt

Under my dueumn the police went around
Brisbane and got evidence as to who was
i) l’lL lﬂdlhl‘l‘ o8 ﬂnd th@ manner Xn
T r used. Those reports

we, whereupon I issued
wticns thut the fruit machines were bo
tinued «fter a certain date.
Porrocy ;. You said vou did not
the police at 2ll, and so did the
Deputy Le © of the Government.

The SECRETARY TRUCTION :
I did not
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I never said
g of the rt.  The fruit machines
_oppoJ at o certain date. I can
members that I took reasonably

ror PraLic IN

were
assure hon.
carly action in conjunction with the police
to stop the fruit machines in Brisbane.

(GOVERNMENT MEMBFRS : Hear, hear!
The Af’l(;R\E'{ GENERAL: I did so

mainly because in oy opinion they are not
fair, and the people who operate on them
have little or no chance. I gave them a
rogsonable opportunity to get rid of their
machines. I gave the hotelkeepers a rcason-
able opportunity to veirain from buying them
if they were going fo do so; and I think
1 acted f?hlv in con]ux,ctxon with the Home
Office #nd the police. They are illegal under

tha ‘\)uwiug Act, and they will probably be
declared illegal under the Police Offences
l)xul.

With regard to the catching of balloons,
that, 51w opinion, is a game of skill, and
no legizslation can (Lﬂ'mt a game of “skill.
With rard to the *° Aunt .Hle +? and the

: &
knooki n': (‘ov n of those things with wooden
balls, il gambli ng games wmch took place
on the Ixhibition U‘l()unds in that respect
were illegal; and T went out of my way to
send o Inessige, thron‘rh the Home Depart-
ment to the police that sny gambling games
thae w v on at the nz:‘noxtvon were

to he st

If vou were to prohibit
vou would put a lot of
1ople out of work.

The ATTORNEV-GENERAL: In my
opinion, as t law now stand:, ‘“ Aunt
Gallies” ara not 2 Any game which is
iirgal thero esrnivals will be prohibited

and not allowed exeept by spec*’al permit.

Wy, DUNLOP (Bocihawmaton): 1 just rise
to a fow words, I am very pleased
indesd to know that at last a Bill is to be

introduced in connestion with this particular

matter, T ocerts ml pride myself on not
l,oin'* a “wowrer,” and I do not car» who
knows where I stand on this matter. I
ceriainle commend the hon. member for
(ireporv on the stand ho has taken, although
h

ho roceived a lot of *‘chiacking” from
(fovermment members. Fe honestly owned
up to the fact that whatever he tcok part
in was legal. (Laughter.) I say he
is to be commended for his statement on
the floor of the House, T think the general
rublic will think more of him for havmg
done so in spite of the * chiscking’ that
has come from the Government benches. It
is all very well for the Minister concerned
to say that his department will deal with
the matter first., and that then the- local
authorities will have their say.

Mr. Dunlop.]
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My experience is that in Rockhampton the
department threw the onus on local authori-
ties instead of taking it on themselves, with
the result that the question of party entered
into the game amongst the councillors, just as
on the floor of this Chamber, and permits
were granted ¢ under the cush,” and the
matter was smothered up. I know that the
parting of the wuys with the Labour Party
came when I was mayor of Rockhampton.
I had to be fair to everyome; and, because
I would not give a permit ‘ under the
cush,” as it were, to help the Trades Hall,
I got into the bad graces of the party, and
then, of course, there was a ‘“ hullabulloo.”
That, of course, did not concern me—I took
my stard, and T did nct care who knew it.
The Minister’s department knew quite well

that gambling affairs such as ¢ Liberty
Fairs 7 and ““King Carnivals” came to
Rockhampton. I would like to know how

they got permits.

The ArrorNey-GENERAL: You gave a per-
mit yourself when you were mayor.

Mr. DUNLOP: I did not. When I was
mayor I refused to give a permit except to
legitimate gaes.

The ArrorNEY-GENERAL: You gave them to
carnivals.

Mr. DUNLOP: I gave no permits during
my term as mayor. That was why I got
into bad odour. I agree with the Leader of
the Opposition that the 8-hour art union has
taken place for many years past; but the
Minister, through party spleen, now wishes
to eut it out. Have not the workers just as
much right to run an art union as anybody
else? In my opinion, it is just os ceducational
as some of the things for which permits are
granted by the Minister, of which we as
members get coples from time to time.

The Arrorney-GENERAL: You refused a
permit, and you now object to my refusing
one.

Mr. DUNLOP: The Rockhampton Trades
Hall Council asked for a permit for a legiti-
mate undertaking in connection with the
library, which was quite distinct from the
8-hour art union; but the Minister would
not grant a permit. Surely two-thirds of the
permits he docs grant are for purposes more
absurd! I only hope that, when the Bill
comes on for discussion, he will go the whole
way and tighten things up generally. I
would like to see provision made for the
regulation of such scandalous shows as wax-
works, to which I took strong exception when
mayor of Rockhampton. I found that I could
not stop them, but it is not very nice for
children or anyone else to sec the wax figures
of murderers and other notorious individuals
that are taken around the country.

I would also like to see table games where
people are taken down dealt with at the
same time. ZLet the hon. gentleman show us
that he is really an Attorney-General who
can take a broad stand! On the contrary,
I agree with what Opposition members have
said—that he is one of the hardest Ministers
to sce. I have gone to his office time and
again, but repeatedly have failed to see him,
except on one occasion when I got in for
two or three minutes. The result is that,
when T cannot get in, T have to take the next-
best advice, as pointed out by the hon, mem-
ber for Gregory. Now the hon. gentleman
has an opportunity to let the public see what
he is made of, and we shall have an oppor-

[Myr. Dunlop.
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tunity of eriticising him fairly on the second
reading stage of this Bill.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

Resolution agreed to.

Frrsr Reabixe,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South DBrisbane) presented the
Bill, and moved—

““That the Bill be
time.”

Question put and passed.

now read a first

Second reading of the Bill made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.13 p.m.





