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1538 Land Acts Amendment Bill, [ASSEMBLY.] Q‘uest;')‘ns.

TUESDAY, 12 NOVEMBER, 1929.

The Seraver {(Ifon. O Taylor, Windsor)

on.
took thr chair at 2.3¢ p.m.

QUESTIONS.
SaLe or TowN ALLOTMENTS AT {(GORDONYVALE.

Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH (Hackay)
asked the Sceretary for Public Lands—

“In conncction with the sale of the

town allotments situated at Gordonvale

to be offered by auction as perpectual

town leases at the Land Cilice, Cairns, on
Tuesday., 12th November, 1929

1. What is the average area of the
allotments, and does he consider that
such arca is large enough for the pur-
pose, having regard to the climatie
conditions of the North?

2. What is the capital value placed
on the allotments?

3. What is the actual cost incurred
by the Crown in resuming the land and
preparing it for subdivision as per-
petual town leases?”



Questions.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
‘Hon, W. A. Deacon, Cunningham) replied—

“ 1. Average arca cf allotments, 25.3
p*u"\os The ellotments are considered
of adequate size for residential purposes.
Any onc person may acquire six allot-
n:ents,

42 From £50 to 150 per allotment.
Total mpim] value, ©

. The iand was= not resumed. The
pievious selecter  surrendered the land
by arrangemont and rveceived paynent
ot LIOO fw compensation. on the basis
-of tha value of the land for agricultural
1111|"v~‘s. The cost of survey of the

£85 1027

allotments was
Action 1o Prevesrt Serian o
NOOGOORA BURR.

My, DUNLOP (Rockhampion)
Beeretary for Public Lands—

# Will he peruse (‘ﬁ“eful]y uhe leading
article in the PRockhampton ¢ Morning
Bulletin’ of Wednesday, 30th October,
1829, re the scrious question of the pest,
the nocuoma burr—at present so pre-
valent 1n the <Central-West—and say
what action he proposes to take to stem
the tide of this particular pest?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
‘Hon, W. A. Deacon, Cunnnigham) replied—

“I have perused the leading article
mentioned,  Aciion has already been
taken to cope with the noogoora burr
pest. The Prickly-pear Land Commis-
sion has made avatlable arsenic pent-
oxide, which hes been proved to be an
effective poison, at the same rate as for
the dJdestruction of pear. A power plant
for the applicaiion of the poison on a
large scale has been successfully demon-
strated in various igcalities in which the
burr menace is serious, and several of
these plants have heen purchased by
landholders. The clearing of holdings is
being onforeed. under the provisions of
soction 1374 of the Land Acts, in all
«ases in  which such clearing is an
ceonomic py oposltxon At the request of
the Queensland Government the Com-
monwoealth Dureau of Science and In-
dustry is m.xl;mg inv ostigations inte the

I

OV RY MENT

asked the

crowih and hab of the Lurr sud into
the possibility of its control by bislogical
means.  In thids  connoction Dr. Jear
White-iTaney vf ted  Queensland  some

Thed afforded every facility

th viarious parts of the State
the pest. and given all pos-
sice.  No report has yet heen
received from the bLurcau. For further
rsore detailed n-fo.m,mon as to the steps
the Government is taking to deal with
this pest, I wonld refer the honourable
momber to the reports of the Prickly-
pear Land Commission for 1027-28. page
15, and for 192829, pages 14 and 137

Pay

NTS FROM UNEMPLOYMEST INSURANCE
Funo
Mr., BULCOCK (EBarcco) asked the
ary for Labour and Industry—

Seere-

1. Has he noticed that the payments
to unemploved persens under the Unem-
ployment Insurance Act were consider-
ably higher last month than in the
corresponding month of last year?

{12 NOVEMBER.]
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2. Does this fact not suggest that,
as compared with last year, unemploy-
ment h.xs iucreased, in spite u{ his assur-
ancs  that  unemployment s on  the
decroase 77

The SEURETARY
INDUSTRY
roplied—

‘1. Yes,

2. No: aud for the information of
the hoiiourable member I might add that,
whercas for the period from 14th May,
1 to 3lst Cctober, 1928, uncmployed
registrations wed an increase of over
606, the figu for the same period in
this year show « decrease of over 500.”

FOR L
Alon. 11 K. 8

ABOUR AND
s, Nandyate)

s

REDUCTIioNs iy (x.\s AFICATION oF Rarmway

STATIONS.
Mr. ]3ULC()CI\ {(Barcoo) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—
‘1. How many railway stations have
been reduced in clasuification since July

last ?

© 2. How mauny oflicers have been re-
duced in status in consequence of the
reclassification of these stations?”

The SECRETARY IFOR RAILWAYS
(Ilon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—

* 1. Twenty-

duced in class

“ 2. ¥ifteen. No permanent hands have

been dispensed with, and a considerable
saving has been effected.”

ix stations and gates re-
ication or closed.

IXTEXTIONS IN RE HSTABLISHMENT OF ABATTOIRS
1x Brispize, TowxsviLLE, AND ROCKHAMP-
TON.

Mr. B

mic‘r~—

TLCOCW (Burenuy asked the Pre-
“1.Is it intended to take any action

in the near futur: to cstablish or acquire

an abattoir in the metropolitan area?

"2, Wil favourable consideration be
given to the v of establishing
abattoirs at Townsville and Rockheamp-
ton?”’

The PREMIER
Aubigny) replied—

(Hon. A. 1., Moore,

1. The report of the experts appointed
to deal with this matter has been received
and Is now under consideration.

2. This is a matter for consideration
if and when experience and circumstances
warrant the extension of the abattoir

pastem.

The Tellowing paper
and ordered to be

as laid on
printed : —

Report of the Tuspector of Hospitals for
the Irsane for 1928-29.

the table,

DISEASES IN PLANTS BILL.
THIRD READING.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

(Hon. M. T, Walker, Cooroore): I beg to
move—
*That the Bill he now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.
I P
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BANANA INDUSTRY PROTECTION
BILL.

THIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora): 1 beg to
move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.

INCOME TAY ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.
HIRD READING.
The PREMIER (Hon. A. ¥E. Moore,

Aubigny): I beg to move—

““ That the Bill be now read a third
time.”’

Question put and passed.

INDUSTRIAL AND PROVIDENT SOCIE-
TIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
InrTraTION 1IN COMMITTEE.

(3r. Roberts, East Toowoomba, in the chair.)
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Brisbane): I beg to
move

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Industrial and
Provident Societies Act of 1920 in a cer-
tain particular.”

The Industrial and Provident Societies Act
of 1920, by clause 29 of Schedule II., pro-
vided—
“ All moneys payable by a member to
a registered soctety shall be a debt due
from such member to the society, and
shall be recoverable as such either in the
district court of the district in which the
office is situated, or in that of the dis-
trict in which such member resides, at
the cption of the society.”

When the Supreme Court Act of 1921 abol-
tshed district courts, 1t was provided that any
reference in any Act of Parliament to the
district court should be construed as a refer-
ence to the Supreme Court. Accordingly, a
society wishing to sue a member for any
dues owing to the society had thereafter to
take action in the Supreme Court, That has
proved more expensive than should be neces-
sary under the circumstances, as the dues
owing might be as low as £2 or even £1.

Mr. W, Forean Suitsg: That is like using
a steam hammer to crack a nut.

The ATTORNLEY-GENERAL: Of course,
there may be cases, although very rare,
where the deht would be over £200, in which
case the s v would have to sue in the
Supreme Court with or swithout the amend-
ment which we are proposing. The principal
elanse of the Bill which [ desive to introducs
is in these terme—

g,

dule IT. of the principal Act is
amended as follows :—

Subclause one of Rule 28 iz repealsd
and the followizz subclanse one is
inserted in liew thereof:—

All moneys povable by a wembor
to a registered society shall be a debt

[Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.

[ASSEMBLY.] Societies Act Amendment Bill.

due from such member to the society,
and shall be recoverable as such in
the magistrates court constituted
under the Magistrates Courts Act of
1921 or in any other court of compe-
tent jurisdiction, either in the dis-
trict 1n which the office is situated,
or in that of the district in which
such member resides, at the option of
the society.”
There is really nothing else in the Bill, and
no further explanation is necessary, and I
do not anticipate that hon. members opposite
will find anything to object to in it.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): No
opposition to the Bill will be forthcoming
from this side of the House. Presamably
this matter was overlooked when the Supreme
Court Act was passed through this Chamber.

The ATTORNEY-((ENERAL: Yes.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH : It is unreason-
able to expect a provident socicty to take
action in the Supreme Court for the recovery
of dues, particularly when the amount con-
cerned is small. The Bill is one that can
be heartily supported by every hon. raember.

I rosc particularly to state that it is
remarkable that the provisions of this Act
are not availed of to a larger extent in
Queensiand, Queensland  has advanced
mpld_Iy in connection with co-operative
activities on the part of primary producers,
but has not developed to the same extent
as other countries in connection with co-
operative activities. It is difficult to launch
successfully a co-operative body on a large
scale in this State, although in other coun-
tries it has become a very important feature
in the social and economic life of the people.
For example, one co-operative wholesale
scciety in Great Britain purchased the whole
of the West Australian wheat crop in one
parcel, which indicates the extent to which
co-operative activity is possible, provided
that it is ecstablished on a sound basis,
There are very few cases of bodies of indi-
viduals co-operating with one another for the
advancement of their social and economic
welfare. 1t is astonishing to me that in that
respect the Act has not been availed of to
a greater extent.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. ¥,
Macgroarty, South DBrisbane): The Bill is
introduced on account of representations
made to me by a co-operative society.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH:
few of them.

Question~—*“ That the resolution  (3r.
Maegrocrty’s motion) be agreed to’’—put
and passed.

There are very

The House resumed.
The CralR:4N reported that the Committee
had come to g resolution.

Resolution agreed to.

I'1rsT READING.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (How. N. F,
Macgroavty, South DBrishane) presented the
Bill. andsmoved—

“That tha Bill be
iime.”

now read a first

Question put and passed,

Second reading of the Bill made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.



Jury Bill,

JURY BILL.
Inrriatron 1N COMMITTEE.
(BLr. Roberts, Hast T'oowoomba, in the chair.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Brisbane): I beg to
move—

“That 1t is desirable that a Bill be
intreduced to conoohdate and amend the
law relating to juries.”

This Bl will include part of the 1867 Act,
one section of the 1834 Act, and part of
the amending Act of 1923 and the rules
thercunder, The Bill is a consoclidating
measure, and will obviate the necessity
for referring to threr or four Aets of
Parliament in  order to ascertain the
law on this guesticn.  Under the 1923 A i}
the Governor in Council has power to make
rules on the recommendation of two judges,
but this Bill provides that the Governor in
Cauncil m malu rules on the recommenda-
tion of a majority of the judges.

The Bill makes })IOV‘mIOH for general and

ecial jur term  *f general  jury ™
b(ng substituted for the present © common
Jury.”’

Mr. W.
mon *’

Forean Smith:
1s rather

The ATTORNE Yes; the
term *‘ general” s 1 be which s
the reason why we are sdepting it.  The
goreral jury will (0%1« of twelve persons,
whilst the special jury will cons of four
‘male persons. The existiug provisions with
regerd to women will apply to the general
jury—that is, they n.dv s1t on a general jury
tf they ohi» their desire to do zo.

Mr. KXmswax: They arc not to be eligible
for a special jury?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No.

Mr. W. ¥Forean Ssurre: Another injustice!

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
or may net be, At any mte

given the matter consideration,
that decision.

On the application of the Crown or of a
person interested—namely, the defendant—a
krecnl jury of twelve men may hear a
ceriminal case.

Whilst observing the existing qualification

The term *‘ com-

ambi;uous.

That may
after havin

Woocame

with regard to age, which stands at from
tweniy-cne vears io sivty years of wge, and

the wlovlﬂon {r 1t a person must be on the
oral roll, there is a further qualification
lated in the Bill that ~acu poTsons 1nu<f
srholders. The term ‘¢ householder”
5 thus defied in the Bili:—

“ A porson who is a houscholder or
(,-c('upicx of & dwelling-house or whose
vife or husband is such an occupier; the
eligible children of sach oesupier:; and
« person who has occupied residential
quariers, a flat or room, for a period of
not less than six months prior to the com-
pilation of the jury list.”

{u cother words, the person must
in the distriet for six months.

A new disqualification has been inserted in
the Bill. Anyone whe is of bad fame on
reputs will now be disqualified from service
on & jury.

The Bill also extends the cxemption from
service on ga jury to university professors,
dentizts in actual practice, journalists bona
fide employed In court reporting, mewmbers

have lived

[12 NoveMBER.]
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of a fire brigade in certain cases, and com-
mercial travellers actually employed as such,

~ Mr. KirRwax: Are ambulance men included
in that exemption?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No, but 1
will consider them, as they may be in the
same position as fire brigade men..

The jury xiqtrjet will be a district with
a radius of 5 miles from the town in which
the court is situated, but in Brisbane and
Cairns a radius of 10 miles will apply.

My, W, Foreax Syird: Why Calrns?

The ATTORNY ' ENERAL: Speaking

akly, the 10-mile 15 was provided for
by the brm ous Government, and

T }u,pow to leave it in that catogory. It
has some 1@.91\\ wee to the circult court not
s at ; and we are following
the action ‘r'.Lkon v the previous Government
in that respect b ]}I’O'Wdlﬂg the 10-mile

ius for (Cair

The jury district may be by
Order in Council as at prosent.
13 pan]

The speeial juries will be selected from
persons who are «cribesl as  accountants,
architects, aunctioncers and  commission
agents, auditors, brokers. civil engineers,
Crown lessees, directcrs of companies (if not
exempted), farmers  (not farm employees),
garage proprietors, indent agents, insurance
‘gents. mechanical or mining engineers (if
not exempted), mercantile managers, mer-

¢, station managers, storckeepers, and
sarchousemen.
The gontleman whe was known as
“esquire ”’ in the 1867 Act will not be

included in the lst. If the occasion arises, a
special juror may be required to serve on a
general Jury,

There is no. mm ision made for a majority
verdirt in criminal cases. therefore the pre-
sent law in thai respeer will remain as at
ssomb, In civil cases, by consent, after
; hours' deliberation, a majority verdict
of ithree-fourths will be accepted, with the
consent of both parties.

. W. Toreax Suursa: Have you given
nnﬂdomtmn to the question of majority ver-
dicts in criminal cases?

The ATTORNAEV-GENERAL: I did give
vonsideraticn to the question; but I think

that the principle that the whole twelve
should agree in cr'mm%l cases is a good cne.

It weuld be dangerons to allow a majority
verdict in eriminal ceses,

W. Forew
the
and (L]Lowed a 1w

Surra ;. Supposing you
of jurors to fifteen,
vjority verdict then?

The ATTORNREY-GENER »\L‘ While the
number vemains ot twelve. I think it would
bo fair to leave ‘hﬂ Iaw as 1’( is. The right
to bn tried by twelve jurors is Quch a 1onﬂ'—
established ¢ wtom that I resllv do not think
it would be advisable to alter it.

There are provisions deaunsz mtn precepts
and panels.  There is provision for the
panel to he pone through before the final
connt. That is. the jury iist can be gone
right through in a civil or criminal case,
and either side can challenge every man on
the jurv the first time round. For instance,
a few jurors or rone at all may be sworn
in the first time round. When you start to
¢all the jurv the second time the peremptory
challenges start.

Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.]




1542 Jury Bill,

The scale of fees in connection with general
juries will be as at present, but an incressed

scale 1is provided for special jurors. A
special juror will be ald one guinea per
day 'T‘h< t can ke altersd by Order in Coun-
cil. Beecing that there are only four special
juror the expense to the Crowm will be
no greater by reasen of there being only
four. But that iz a matter that can be
alteved if it is comsidercd sdvisnble. Bofore

was finali vd an opportunity was
vs of the JLleres

recommendations

taken to
Already 1 bn (:Copli(:»(‘
from different judges.
Mr, Porroew: You sisted that no one of
bad fame or repute can be on a jury.
The ATTCRYWEY-GENER. That i =o.
Ay, Pornock : Hlow is that ervived at?
AVITTORNEY-GUNERAL: Thers s
P 5 . .
1 in the r returning officers
t6 furnish who corp! ffos the

to the it
jury list, a list of the people who should be
eligible for the jurs.

Then there is provision in the
the police shall render every assistance in
the compilation of the jury fist, and shall
undertake any inquiry that the sheriff or
the principal clectoral “officer or other officer
may require. Between the clectoral officers
and the polics they shouid be able to decide
who is a fit and proper pe rson to be on
a jury. I do not think there is any further
information for me to give, as the rest of
the Bill consists of matters of detail.

Bill that

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
do not propose to say very much at this
stage. We shall give the Bill mature con-
sideration when it has hoen printed and
cireulated.

The Bill deals with a very important
matter, that is, the admlmstraho" of the

laws of this State. The jury system is a
very old-estabiished one, and is regarded as
one of the necessary methods. to secure com-
plete justice to all persons affected by the
operations of the law courts. So far as 1
have gathered fron~ the Attorney-General,
the qualification has been altered in the case
of common juries to householde At the
present time the jury list is compiled from
the list of persons who have the qualifica-
tion of citizenship under th(' Elections Act.
That is going to be ;.lt( red now to provide
that the Jury list shall be compiled only
from those who are hoasuho‘ders or who
ara renters or lessees of b buildings or ecertain
property—rveally a form of property quali-
fication.

The Arrorxey-GENeRrsn: Oh no; 1 would
rot go that far.
- Mre. WL bOIx(‘ SMITH: A man who
18 a lessre of m‘op v hus really a property

QWnRer's (!l‘{lllf cation,

The AtrorN:y-( In & very slight
dogree.
Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: Nevertheless.

the principle is 1hpro—~1“1at is the basis of
the qualificetion. A man who is a boarder
or living at an hotel will not be qualified
under this Bill.

The ArrorNey-GeNreiL: Oh, ves. T can
read you the qualification. )

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH :
is one that deserves very serious considera-
tion. There has been a good deal of com-
ment about the aclual operations of the jury
system in Queensiand for some years past.

[Hon. N. I'. Macgroarty.

The matter
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The courts have been nampered in certain
areas in the State in regard to the operation
of the jury system; and that why T asked
the Atforn -aneml by interjection whether

oniidered the quest ion of a majority

¢t with an insreased number of jurors.
hes been sugeested as one of the
hods \»hme v ore of the diffieulties that
could be done awvay with. At the

tine ail iha* is required to deal

'+t one juror to hold out
fo holds oub, and, after
‘r‘lo sury report that they
that there is no likelihcod
I =«m not prepared to
'mre in that direction;
of thoaght to which the
culd nah ally give some

romaring the Bill. A
1y said for the extension of
of the jury to tifteen and the
of & majority verdict. That is
m1t rin (‘,()um‘i“lu' which are

hﬁ;

be
the 1
withstitat]
nosperstion in

wted for

the law, and it has given very success{ul
v but whother that would overcome
ulties which have operated in sowme

onnes in Queensland remains to be scen.
lavv no very definite or fixed opinions upon
the matter. and I shall reserve my general
criticism on the Bill for the second-reading
~tage,

Mre. PULLOCK (Gu\rura«): While I have
no desire to criticise the Bill at this stage,
I would point out to the Attorney-General
that in his lst of qualifications of those
entitled to serve on special juries he has
omitted a very *mportant section of the com-
munity-—at least I take it to be omitted.
Frequently in the country districts of Queens-
land, where cattle and sheep stealing cases

are being tried, and where questions of
validity of contrsets in regard to droving
and  shearv and sach other matters are

taken into consideration by the court, the
men  most aunlified to sit on special juries

would b= men with some knowledge of those
\ndu\.um and avocations—accountants and
athers  in the read out by the
Attornes-General ould not lave the
gualificutions  in rard  to  dealing  with
¥ sow v those I have referred to. For

of a cattle-drov-
1: in

' o, where the velidity
ing coniract, with e!l its implications.

wuestion, I should say that an cxperienced
draver wenld be a much be tter man to have
snotha vy ’rhan an experienced accountant.

e o »u.d ive very valuable information te
1m- nmut nd the rest of the jurors, who
be men who followed city ocoupatlon<
i the ecasce of shesving contrac’cs
i ors, a man with {irst-
would be of very great
v are very frequently tried in
of Quesnsland, and T
addition of surh men to
make the Bill

N

il country
am o suve that

the jury list would help io
more workable

The Minister has followed a very wise
course in sccuring ‘dm attention of the Juov(‘s

to these matters. A judge who is continually
concerned in the administration of the law
should know the weaknesses of the present
jury system probably better thzm anybody
else, and naturally the advice of the judges
to a Ainister peralmrr such a Bill would
b2 very valuable, and certainly very desir-
nble. oncoquon‘rly, 1 congratulate the
Attorney-General on having consulted the
judges In regard to many of the gquestions
which arise in the Bill. 1 mention these
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matters for the hon., gem‘vman considera-
1 feal that the inclusion of such pro-
vill make the Bill more workablc.

Mr, (uOPER ({ cr): I am afraid that,
vhen we get this Bi 11 in our h'mm wg she
]7100:11)"7 find one or two vers objecti
: it. ¥ would liks to ontcr my
¢ alterstion
Goner proposes  of
common ? to the
alter that weord apn
ward s‘oy, o
and h
than
and I ¢ :
to stick to the word “ commoen 7 as havi
far better and more comnirehiensive mea
fan ihe word ‘«mm‘yul ”
am concerned abeut the alteration in tha
cualifi jurors. The insinuation is
there the Attornoy-Goneral put it
Vory e Iy and very nicelv—that the poor
man without moacy or propsrty is practically
not good cnough to Le included in the jury
list.  That is a divect insinuation that the
peor man cannot be honest, whereas, as many
of us know, many men are particularly poor
heeause they are meticulously honest.

General

OrrosrTioNn Mempers @ Hear, hear!
Ir. COOPER: There is just one other
pect of the matter T want to mentien, and

that is the restriction of the dutr
man in the community w }‘o is a }, w-abiding
citizen to serve upon the jury of his country.
I am just afvaid that this restriction may be
the I(Wmmnf* of aneother restriction in the
franchize. This restriction, T am afraid, may
be followed later by a restriction of the duty

of every

5 hun 3 Iman owes to his country in other
dire ns. A man owes & number of duiles

v, One 1z 1o answoer the call of
the law when that call is made on him. It
i+ his duty to put evervthing clse aside and
answer that call,

Another dutv is to fake his share in the
formation of the Government of the country:

to h;; county

and T am afraid thdt the rvestriction of the
qualifications of the juror may be as a
starting placs fm thx whittling down of the

qualifications of the voter—and that I am

satisfied would not be in the interests of
the progress of the nation. Anvthing in the
ratnrs of a restriction of the rights and

r]ntlm of the peanle in this rega .rd will not
be of advantage io the nation.

In respect of one other mafter—jurors’ fees
—I would like the Attorner-fGeneral to be a
little more definite. A juror performe a very
function. and, although he is per-
it for the Crown, and should per-
wo matter af what inconvenicnee or
cspep=a {o hims#lf. nevertheless I do think
that this State is sufficiently well off to pav
to the common juror—as he is at nresent, at
any mtr‘—-a fﬁo LE al to what the Crown pays
he work nerformed by a common witne
the case of two gentlemsn who were
brought from iha Vo*‘fh recently to give m1-
dence in a ¢ Reid and 3r. Goddard.
One, I believe rocewed expenses at the rate
of £2 a dsv for thirtv davs, and the other
£2 a day for a period of fiftcen days.

Mr. W. Foreay SuMiTH :
the eourse of law:
a fishing expedition.

Mr. COOPER: I only know they were
eummonod by the Crown to perform a special
duty, and they answered the summons of the

importa

That was not in
it was in the course of
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Crown; and not only did they receis
foes, but ther received them uk’,l(‘)l’"haﬂd,

1he ATTORNTY- G“‘\KR\L . You will find that

ere net called by the Crown, but by the
The Crowu ! the
recognise thet they were

e ial
1 'y hm‘e had some h to
do with it.  Jurors i -y am-
moned ot anr old Ume "heo two particular
] good for their perticalar work
sre 12¢h Oectober.  Flowever, that 19
ay.

r. Kruso: Very

{OOPER: Ry wuy of finding out
ag that the other side \nsned to find

much by the way.

Mr. Kwso: You arve working in =ide
RN ITEN
is not oo side issue.
Order !
Mr. COOPFR: T hope the Atftorn

General will give some coﬂ‘slm‘mtlon to jury
focs when the Bill is before the House, and

that he will give us an as:urance that the
fees will be 1\ef’ somew he r the level
of the expanse incurred a jurym=n in

attending the court.

I ask him also to give further considera-
tion in the qualificstions of the jurymen with
2 view to making thom as wide as possible,
so that every member of the community may
perform  this duty to the Crown. I agree
with the Attorner-General that people of
bed fame and with bad records should not
be allowed to yon a jr but pcople
with clean charactors and people who are
honest. fair, snd deecvnt should have the
right to ser jary. There should be
no restrietion if o pevson iz of good character
but T am afraid that this Bill will be used
as a lever to cxclude people from what is
undoubtedly their birthright.

Mr, HANLOX (Itheca): The
am about to express w ere expressad by me
o a previous orrssion when sitting behind
a Government. Jurymen have a ]ustlﬁublc
complaint against the meuner in which they
are_treated by the Crown. The whole cause
of justice it upon jurvmen being
1nhiassed impartial: bhut jurymen are
only hur If they are called upon to
“orve on and are reieined at a courd
for five or six weeks they ave losing money
all the time,  Juremen. partienlarly those
with families. cannot afford to love money
dav after day. It is a distinet hardship upon
and it creates a sort of antagonism
towards tha Crown. 1 hope the Attorney-
Genoral will pive co sideration to the matter
of increasing the fees hefore the Bill reaches
o m#n serving on a criminal
rould he expencted to serve at a finan-
: 2 tn himself. T have sorvr*d on juries
my= snd on ors occcasion the jurvmen
sugoesterd ﬂ) t they should refuse to serve,
but #ventually they led a deputation, T think
to the hailiff. eomplaining of the 1(‘110‘tl of
fime they had been compelled to put in at the

views that I

ong

conrt, and poimting out the financial loss
thev were suffering.  No man should be
called upon to serve at a loss. There are

anite a number of tradesmen earning from
£1 per day who are called upon to serve
on juries for 14s. or 15s, a dayv for six and
seven weeks on end. Even when they are

Mr. Hanlon.]
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not called to serve on a jury on any par-
ticular day, they are not in a position to
resume  work because they have had to
arrange for someone else to do their work
while they are away. All this time the
Jurymen are losing a few shillings every
day, and that creates a feeling of anfagonism
towards the Crown.

Anocther provision in the Bill which rather
tock me by surprise is the provision for
]m,:s in cz"mnaY cases. When we

gen !:’e Bill, we shall be in a better position
to lLnow more aunut that matter. It is
ra L}Jey ‘kable that a Bill should previds

that, wn so desires, it can select
to try a p;rt}nular case. We
cial standing and position in the
I considerable bias to u decision;
and, i Crown particularly desires to
SCCHre 4 Ccony ion it would have a much
bettor charce of doing so hy emy panelling a
jury  from persor wio by training, rby
socizl peosition and scelal environmeni, were
tie {o the on on trial,

oy
P

{erwIN: Nonseuse! They-are honest.

Mr. HANLON: I have met a few honest
people in my time, and I have also met
some vory dishonert ones in good positions.
One h onlv to peruse the police rocords to
sve how many dizhonest people there are in
every walk of life. There seems to be a

re

smongat those of the same political
rsuasion as hon. members opposite to sug-
that only w 0"k1nw people are d .1on9x\t
and that no onc who has wealth is dishonest,

],
g

Dr. K¥rwiN: Nonsense !
HANLON: As the hon. member for

emer nointed poverty amongst cer-

tain people is practieally the result of their
honesty.
Mr. KeNny: You are the only man who
rests that.
Mr. HANT ON: That may be. Perhaps
I am the “lonely m‘ophct crying in “the wilder-

ness.”  On reading reports of income tax

proseouiions for the past few years I am
fed to believe that manz large taxpavers are
prepared drhberatﬁlv to rob. the Crown 1if
hev get an opportunity. Not only are they
guilty of a breach of the law, but they have
acted in a disloyal wa», and certainly not in
the scrvice of the State. Apparently the
Crow n will now have the right to ssleet a

mmal jury comprising persons in fairly
#ood soeial positions in order to try a
partirular case. That is an alterstion in
the whole system of British criminal 3u=t1f‘
Gf enurse, shall be able to go into the
mrtter rouch fu *‘hr“ when we have the Bill
hefore na: but it does appear to me that the

Atbte

nev-General should be able to give good
ons hefore departing from the old-estab-
fished idea of British eriminal justice. I
would certainly require some verv strong
reqeons for the creation of a privilegsd jury-
clasa bofore T would be *\rnpand to support
such an alteration in the law.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): The revival of
the fmemal jury reminds one of the narticular
circumstances snrrounding  the Merce mh"‘,
Bank case in Melbourne some years ago. In
that case a special jury—or a “grand jury’
as it was called-—was called *o consider the
case of Sir Matthew Henry Davies and a
couple of his associates, who werec men of
great finanejal and social tonnage. A true
bill was not found against them, and the
moqonutmn of one of the most flagrant
‘instances of bank robbery that ever occurred

[My. Hanlon.
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in Australia was allowed to go by the board,
although men with much lesser social and
financiz] tonnage in the case of the Austra-
lian Frechold Banking Company and other
smalier banks went before the ordinary or
common garden jury, and ended up in the
ordinary or common garden gaol. This dis-
crimination was used for the purpose of
saving men whose social position made it
necessary that they shounld be saved, without
any considaration of the general law on tho
subject. § think this revival of the speceial
jury is a very bad iqnovaﬁon, it practically
revives the grand jury for Lﬂ(‘ grand pe onle
whilst providing an  ordinary jury for
ordinary people
Mr. KIRWAN (7 e
the remarks made by the hon.
Warrego, I have

Folicwing on
memer for
a distinet recolloction of an

important case which was tried in Brisbane,
the venue havicg been changed to Brisbane.
and the being heard before a jury spest-

ally  selected because the powers that be
constdered that ordinary jurymen wsare no
qualified, or probably could not be trusted,
to give the prisoners concerned a fair trial.
Certainly in that case the men were found
guilty, and onc of them suffered the extreme
penalty of the law. T see no reason why an
ordinary jury which is competent to tey
ordinary cuases should not also be competent
to try cther cases. It is cbvious from what
the hos. member for Warrego said that
special juries were used in special circum-
stances. Did I understand the Attorney-
General to say that a Dusoner has the same
right to demand a specisl jury 25 the Crown?
Ths ATTORNEY-CENERAL : Vs

Mr. KIRWAN : Under these circumstances
the Crown meay be evening it up a bit. I
think that urder the old law the Crown only
had the right to ask for a special jury.

The cxemption to fire bmgaue men in con-
nection with service on jurics is very neccs-
sary, becsuse we un read'ly realise that the
work of any b de is likely to be disorgan-
ised by the abs nee on jury smwce of one or
two members of the brigade. I trust that
the Aftorney-General will a 2lso bring ambu-
lance men undeor the exemption cntegory, as
thair work also warrants consideration in
this connection,

The additional qualification that a juryman
must also he a houscholder is no new idea
from hon. members opposite. It is the old
ilea that has been prL va 2lent in Queensland
{for many years that, if you do not own
property, you have no right or intellicence
to vote—a most extra ordmay attl ftude to
adopt. We remember, however, that, when
the war .)“‘()k!-? out, a man was not askf\d if
Le ownsd house befors being allowed to
enlist.

I\Lr KeNNY :

Vou were not {oo interested

1 the soldiers during the wa
]‘3.30 p.m.]
Mr. KIRWAN: I do not intend to reply

to that utupld and silly interjection. which
is so characteristic of the hon. member who
made it, but I will take the opportunity to
deal with the hon. member if he likes to
discuss that question at any time. So-long
as & man was sound in wind and limb, he
was allowed to enlist. If those men were
capable of handling a rifle, surely thev are
capable of serving on a jury or qualified to
exercise a vote! I shall say nothing more
on the matter until we have had an oppor-
tunity of seeing the Bill.
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. ¥,
Macgroarty, South Brisbane): In reply to
the comments made in connection with com-
mon juries, I would point out that a man on
the jury has something to do with adminis-
tering the law; and I refuse to give that
right to a man who has not been resident
in the town for at least six months. When
he has been there six months he must have
some residential qualification.  There is no
discrimination being shown between the rich
and the peor. We simply say that a juror
must be a householder, and "that he must
have lived in a place for at least six months
and have some interest in that place before
we allow him to assist in administering the
aw. Six months’ residence is & very small
qualification, and there is no discriminstion
against the humbles? man in the State.

Mr. Porroes : Wherein does it differ from
the previous Act? At present so long as a
man is on the clectoral roll he is entitled
to be on the jury.

The ATTORNEV-GENERAL: A person
fes now to be three months in the State
and » month in the district before he can

2et on the roll; so we arc only adding three
months’ residence tn the qualification. I
think that is a moderate qualification,

ould also like to refer to the question
of jury fees. Nobody has had more experi-
ence of juries and the inconveniencs they
have been caused than I. In answer to
the hon. member for Tthaca, 1 would point
out that an increased fee can be allowed.
That is 2 matter of detail. Nobody has more
sympathy with jurors than I have. I am
ot goirg to comumis myself at the present
time; but. if an opportunity occurs at a
later date, 1 shall be onlv too pleased to help
jurors to get increased fees.” That can be
-done by regulation.
.~ With regard to the revival of the special
jury system, that is one of the most advisable
things we can do. 1 say that advisedly.
At present juries are chosen from electors
within a radius of 2 miles of the court
house; and I have seen boys of twenty-one
silting for two weeks on  most importsnt
ceses, and I really believe they did not
know one thing about them. Ii is not a
question of rich or poor at all. There wiil
be a better ehaveo of getiing a more intel-
ligent verdict from a man who is a merchant

or a warchouseman, and who has knocked
about town in his business capecity.  You

canned expect a real inteilectual verdict from
bors- of tweniv-ome. I have seen boys on
juries; and, if I am any judge of human
nature. they did not know what was going
on.

Mr. W. Foreax Switn: Who was uddress-
ing them?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Sometimes
1 was addressing them. (Laughter.)

Mr. W. Tore:x Symre: You put them to
sleep.  {Renewed laughter.)
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: T admit

quite frankly that I have put many a jury-
man to sleep; but I have this consolation—
that I also woke them up. (Laughter.) I
do not think any barrister can say he never
put a juryman to sleep. The system of
having voung men on juries to decide
important cases is not right. and that is
the main reason why we are going back
to special juries. We do not disqualify
any man who has had experience. A young
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man of twenty-one can be on a jury so
long as he comes within the category men-
tioned in the Bill. We propose to have a
bigger radius, and we hope in that way to
pick out better juries.

In reply to the hon. member for Brisbane,
I shall look into the question of ambulance
bearers. They may be included with the
selaried officers of hospitals, At any rate,
I am quits: prepared to put ambulance men
in the same category as fire brigade men.

2ir. Haxpoox: My objection to special juries

ta
is in regard to criminal cases.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I forgot to
add t if the Crown makes application for
a special jury in a criminal case, or if the
defendant makes a similar application, it
doee not follow that it will be granted as a
matter of course.  The permission of the
court has to be obtained.

Mr. Porrcex: Under what circumsiances
will special juries be justifiable in criminal
s 7

m

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That would
be a mavter for consideration by the Crown
or by the defeadant., A man might be on
trial for a very ser offence, and he might
consider that a general jury would not_suit
him, and desire to opply for a special jury,
thinking that he would get a more intelhgent
jury or a jury I wider experience in the
affairs of the world. I have never scen it
done: Lut the opportunity is there for both
sides. and they will have to get the permis-
sion of the court.

Question—** That the resolution (Mr.
Macgroarty’s motisn) be agreed to”’—put and
passed.

+ House resumed.
JuATRMAN reported that the Committee
had come fo a resolution.

Nrsolution agreed to.

First READING.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. ¥
Macgroarty, South Brishans) presented the
Bill, and moved —

“That the Bill
time.”

Question put and passed.

Sceond reading of the Bill made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

be now read a fivst

ROYAL XNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL
AND INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION

OF QUEENSLAND BILL.
IxNITIATION IN COMMITTEE.
(M#. Roberts, Bust Tocwoomnba, in the chair.)
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(FHon. W. A. Dearon, Cunninghkam): I beg
to move—

“That it iz desirable that a Bill be
introduced to enable the Brisbane City
Couneil to sell a portion of the land
deseribed in certificate of title No. 215621
and held by the said council as a reserve
for public park purposes, and for other
consequentizl purposes.”

The reazon for introducing this Bill is to
validate an agreement made between the
Brisbane City Council and the Royal
National Agricultural and Industrial Associa-
tion of Queensland in 1923 to exchange a
portion of land known as the Acclimatisation

Hon. W. A. Deacon.]
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Society’s grounds. A pxe(‘g of land was to be
surrendersd br the assosiation, and the Bris-
bane City Council ag ed to soll a piecs of
this land to the assosiation. This Bill is
introduced to legalise the trensnction and
enalile tha (its Conneil to sell the land to the
Ro-al National Association. In the second
place, the Bill gives the Governor in Council
power to authorise the City Council to seil
further ground.

Mr. PoOLLOCK :

The SECRET
The  Accll
adjoining th

Where is thix land?

IO LANDS:
ty’s grounds,
ton grounds.

T

2y, PorL ¢ are
giving power (o take lund at any time from
the Acclimatisation Society ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXRDS:
The Governor in Council ean asuthorise tl
Brisbuue Citr Council at any time to
more of that park to the National Ass

tion. Tt is snticipated that’
the NWational Aswociation wi
cally the whole of thst pnk

Bir. W, Forcax Samirit: Ave vou wiving the
City Council a general power ov a partienlar
power ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAN ‘S
Noj; ounly a special power to se‘l ‘rms part
of the reserve; hut we are giving power to
the Clovernor in Council to authorise the City
Council to _scll further parts if they are
required. It is anticipated that socner or
Iafer more land will be required for National
Associaiion purposes.

cncy or latey
! take in practi-

Mr. Porrorx: What about the kiddies
who want to play there?
Mr. WILSON (Fortituds Valley): 1

understand that this Bill is introduced in
confirmation of an agreement entered into
by the City Council with the National Asso-
ciation to sell a small area of grounﬂ known
as the Acclimatisation Society’s ground to
the National Association. 1 was a member
of the City Council at the time, and only a
small area is involved, the price being £750.
It was mutually agl‘ced on by the rcqv)ectlve
partics, following upon the negohadonw
Whlch nn;:lnml]v began in August, 1822, a
were ﬁrnl'=0d in 1925. The agrerment sets
out that it shall be a condition that the
City Counncil shall round off the corners of
Water street and Constance street leading
into Gregory terrace, and also of Brookes
'sn set and Gregory terrace and the corner
of O’Connell terrace and Brookes sireet. I
tske it that the whols thing has been com-
pleted. and that this is the eonfirmation of
the transaction entered into at that time.
Mr. Porrocx : They say that this Bill gives
the Governor in Council power to authorise
them to sell seme more.

Mr, WILSON:

That is a matter for con-
sideration ! We all recognise that
the National Association is pushed “for room.
:cquired  this ground, which was
a4 auarry, and I am of opinion
that it 1s only a qz stion of a few years
when the National Association will be ask-
for more of what is known as the
Acclimatisation  Seciety’s gronnds. The
Nationa] Arcocciation’s grounds have becoma
so congested that it is absolutely impossible
to carrv on much longer at the rate of pro-
gress they are making. Tho Aceclimatisation
Society’s grounds may be described as
ad]acent to the hosthal , and naturally, as
they adjoin the National Association’s

[Hon. W. A. Deacon.
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D
Lsgocin

. thay are verv desirable indeed from
2t of view of the association. The
n frequently approached the City

5
t

::

Council for =« pl(‘(‘c of this ground, and also
=oked it to close Gregory fe“rqu), which runs
right througzh from Brunswick street to

Trookes stroet, but the City Council strongly
objected to that course, fecling thut it would

he unwise, and the awsccistion is nllowed to
closn it v during the time that the show
is in progre telo 14 that this js only a

conlirmation of
in 1922 and finalis

favpdid

into

o asreement ontered

ad in 1925.

W, FOROAN {TH (Hae
oh|<"t1<*" to authority be
Caunell to (‘f‘mhlot" and p‘t‘ on
aI basis the agroement entered
in 1 23 with the \T wtional Associstion,
(Commit understand that there
! with thet prineiple: but I
= with the principle that

QviT

Gov("r-or in Council may at any time
cive an el anthority power to selt land.
1 ean conccive a siuation arising iz many
narts of the State where, owing to large
exprndiure or to difficultios which it may
incounter  from time to time, a local

authority mav b<- hard up and endeavour to
sell its resery

The SsrRITARY FOR RAILWAY This only

Mice to the soresment entered inle in
1923,

M. I under-

W. FORGAN SMITH: No.
stood the Minister to say that the Covernor
in Council was taking power to authorise
he City Council to sell further arcas.

My, KunNNy:

Of the same piece of land.

W. FORGAN SMITH: I am dealing
with the Minister at the present time-—not
with his advisers.

Alr. Kenxy: I am giving You a
of advice and information.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon.
member may be interested in giving advice,
but, whenever he interjects, he reminds me
of a well-known verse in the\ Bible, ** And
beheld, frem the window of my = SOment
T saw a young man void of understanding.’
(Lnu'fh er.) 1 was going to say that durmg
,)ezmdq nf financial stress local authorities
mlght Lo {rmpted to sell reser or public
parks. or portions thereof. . n“bodv who
knows anvthing about town planning and
tho difienltics which pre wnt themselves in
conne: ho therowith will know that in the
parle davs township sites were laid out with-
out tnt  arcas being provided for
s r public purposes of this kind.
That a)plws more pdrhouhrlj to Brisbane.
A r'n]f survey of Brisbane will convince
anyane that the people of Brisbane require
overs inch of npen space that exists at the
1>r‘~"1t time and t,, t+ they require a great
deal more. One of the most cssential things
in tna metro; solitan area is the establishment
J unds for children  While I do
o the ratification of the agreem: ont
entered inte, 1 certsinly oppose any gencral
1)0\’\1‘1‘ being takon for the disposal of tho
public cstate and public reserves of ihis
(n"lractzr in this way.

Mr. HANLON (Ithaca): 1 desire to_enter
my most emphatic protest against the Minis-
ter taking this power to give the City Coun-
cil authority to dispose of the rest of this
land.

The SE"RETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS :
authority is given to the City Counal.

little bit

Neo
The
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authority is vested in the Governor in

)

ounctl.
Mr. TANLON:

1 am not concerned as to

whe shall excreise fhv authority, but I object
to tho authori being givei. 1 object to
power being given to anyone to dx spose of

whiat is the Y)ILttI"%L Jittle park in Brisbanc,
and perhaps in Queens wnd There are very
valushle trees in this park, the poinciana
troes alone having excited >.exkral comme
and admivation. _E‘n*rc are othrr ve £
tiful trees in those erounds—tress thit cannod
be 1 p‘mc d—and 1t is now proposed to hund
this little gem of a park to the Naticna!
{ for the purposs of serving a
expedient.  Thast is all it means.
~mber sugg 4 that in a fow
Natienad A on will have to
f out, The fowr acres that
l*t"' park at present will
posipone that re Pfor a few wears; but
ure wo to destrov one of the wmoest beautifel
little parks in Brishune for the purpose of
serving the intesestz of the Nutional Associa-
tion in rfh“r to put off their removal for a
few years? This park is a very valuable
adjun(f to the Brisliane General Hespital, [t
is a becauty spot for the patients in the
hospital. Many of the patients-—many able
to walk and others on crutches—{requent the
park. It is particularly availed of
itors to the ]“'\Pltal \’\ hen an inmate is
iously ill and is visited by relatives with
children—relaiives do not care to bring the
children into the wards io disturb patients
who are seriously ill—the children are left
in the park while their elders pay their visit
to the hospital. If anyone wishos to appre-
ciate the \"ﬂuﬂ of the park for this purpcese,
it i3 only mnecessary to visit the place on
w odnr\(n and Sunuavs and see the num
ber of children playing in the park Whllsu
their pavents and guardians are wisiti ng sick
ones in the ho\vmal. It would be a crying
¢

ave loft in this

by

shame if the Brisbane City uncil were
given authority to dispow of auy more of
the park. It wuas a mistake in the frs! placs
to allow cven one acre to be dispoiad af;

but now, in view of modern developraenis,
it 18 proposed to disposs of {ha rest of 10,
Within a few handred vards of these grounds
u park was made at considerable ox R
I refer to the creation of Centenary Park.
The action in nmhmg availuble
space in Centenary Park is quite ifialln:
hut, V,‘. o the one hand we recoy cilse
the value of besuty spois and parks to the
L we l-nn on the other bund the
woplo fao ave propared to muore l'ﬂr Tm,:c,
in order {0 seyve a temporary purpose,
If the CO‘IYH(LI\UO\ of il Royal National
Assoniation depends upot the ‘,mdnnno of
our beauty spofs in Brivbave, then we
have sericusly to consider if the ’\I(v
ceiation is worth supporting any longer.

Mr, G. P. Baiaxes:
initiated the ides,

Mr. HANWLOXN: That iy be.  Cain
initiated n.ww]m‘ and we are desconded from
him, but that does not suggest that murder
is just 1ﬁfmlo I mistalees were made in the
past, that dors rot justifr the continuation
of those mistakes in the future. The very
idea that a mistuke was made in the past is
a reason why we shonld avoid sir ailar mis-
s in the future. The fact that = certain
policy 4 wrong in the past does not sug-
gest a continuation of that policy. It was
a mistake to give away any portion of this
park in the first place; and it would be a
mistake and a real crime if the balance of

Your Government
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the park were allowed toc be taken from the
peeple of Brisbane,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(H#m W. A. Deacon, Cunringham): The
loyal National Aswociation ro quires cnly 2
ds of this land, and a plan is attached to
the map showing the wres required.

Mr. PoiLocg: You swid a momeut ag
whole of

that the essociation required the
tha land.

The ‘%’E RETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

The h il 7 rtios will nol be di-turbed, and

stroved «s a park. It is net

Fat the Governer in Council

ssociation authority to dostrow

Toyal National Association

redguires all portion. and hon. mem-
bhors ean v trust the Government to
that the interests of the people DrEReTY

Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH (Mach [t

am prepared to agree to the ratification of

the agreement made in 1823 for the portion
of the land mentioned in that agreement.
I am not prepared to give authority to any-
hedy to dispose of any more of *hat land
in fu{‘m‘o. There is n very good reason why
am h authority should not be given. When a
Biil of this kind has to come before Parlia-
men., the public have an opportunity of

«tting the safoguard that no pressure is
bn brm:ght {o bear by any powerful
assoviation to have something done by Order
in Council. While T am not opposing the
main agreement hetween the Brisbane City
Council and the Royal National Agrlcultural
and Industrial Asscciation, I feel it neces-
sary, on behalf of the Opposition, to enter
iy protest against the disposal of any more
of this land, which I shall do by ‘calling
for a division on the proposal. I am not
opposed to carrying out the existing agree-
nient; but, when the 3Bili comes hefore
Parliament at the Committes stage, we on
this side will mova for the deletion of the
s cond portion of it.

Wy, RIRWAN  (Drisbanc):
regvetted that it should be ne
to fake eny pertion of the
that we have in the uty of Brisba
4 tion Society’s

e

ne. The
(GGardens, aus
groynd was known in thp early days, iy one

Q

Acolimat

of the oldest pavks in nmqhax‘o A previous
Clork of this Parliament ne late Bir. 1. A.
Be had manv years’ as>oclahon with

and did splendid work in intro-

that sosicty.
types of nlan‘r~ to Queensland.

during v

«
Tadeed, the "lmwf tion Socicty has
done excellent work In ’rhat rcgard This

ratify  th agreement

il secks  to .
¢ partms ; but

between  the two
am inclined  to oppose  uny further
alienstion of thiz park. Would it not be
n to get the Tsrisbane City Council to
iething in the direction of b?autxf'ymg
in Dark.

which, I regret to say, is in
much the same state as it was when I
arrived iu Brishene forty-six  years ago?
Wxcept for n few trees which have been

planted on the ridges in that park—-and
thow ridges, by the way. were (:reatod in the
davs when all the rubbish of the city was
deparited in  that area—very little work
has been done: and T commend the sugges-
tlon that something be done to beautify the
park and to create s sports ground there.
At loast something should be done to beautify
the portion of Victoria Park facing the
General Hospital and the Children’s Hospi-
tal, because quite a number of visitors to

Mr. Kirwan.]
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the hospitals leave the younger members
of their families in that "park whilst they
vigit those institutions.

The PremiER: The money obtained from

the salc of this land might be applied for
that purpose.

Mr. KIRWAN: I am glad to have that
information. If the council did any work
in that direction, we would then have g
park which would serve the same purpose, if
anything did happen to the Acclimatisation
Society's gardens.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gresory): The Minister
made it quite clear when outlining the pro-
visions of this Bill that it wuas intended

v to sell the whole of this park

sooner or later
to the Royal National Association. The hon.
girntleman said that power will be taken by
the Covernor in Council to sell portions of
it as the Poyal National Association desives
them.  If I understood the hon. gentleman
vectly, bv said that the association would
want it, and soonor or later would get it

The S:icRETARY TOR Praric LANDS : That is
quite correct.

. Mr. POLLOCK: We say that i
mcorrect.  There are really only two parks
in that portion of the city. This park is really
the most beautiful that e have in Bri bane,
and the poinciana tree there is » constant
scurca of admiration by people who come
from the Sonthern States. If vou hand this
park over to the Roval Nrntional
Ascociation, you might just as
. well destroy that beautiful bou-
gainvillea garden at Indoorcopilly, which I
think is one of the finest sights in Australia.
(He ar, licar ) T do not think we are Justified
1 giving away any more of this park. We
are prepared to agree to the ratification of
the agrcement arrived at between the Roval
National Association and the Brishane Cits
Council in regard to a portion of this park:
but, having done that, we are not prepared
to give general power to the Governor in
Cour=il to authorise the City Couneil
sell .the 1es% of the park.  What
happen to this park if the Nation
Association wore given power to utilise ;

a part of the Txhibition Grounds? Once
it ix sold, we shall have no further control
over it. It might be used as an arena for

is most

[1 p.m.]

wood chepping. or it might be used for
parking  cars.  The National Association
might even cut it up nto pigsties,

when the vegetuation grown there for many
yeurs at derable expense and all the
uty of the grounds wonld be gone. This
ATk serves an excellsnt purpose for people
who come from country distriets to visit
friends and relatives in the General Hospital.
people who coma to visit friends in
pital are not {oo conversant with
th> little places in which they may have 2
rest: and thiz little park js the only place
where these people can have a rest, Thex
are cvin allowed to take fmmates of the
hospital who are not srtually confined to
ir heds out into the park have
private conversations with them. That is anp
immense advantage hoth to the inmates of
the institution and fo visitors. On the other
eide there ix that huge undeveloped area
called Victoria Park, which there is now an
acitation o turn into municipal golf links.
Whether that will ever come to anvthing it
is not for me to sav: but, if it does. it will
Yo the end of chance visitors resting in some
place adjacent to the hospital or a place

[Mr. Kirwan.
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where their children can play while they
go to see their sick {riends. Anyone who
knows anything about golf knows that
the average “golfer would not allow you to
sneeze while he is hitting a golf ball
(Laughter.) If Viectoria Park is turned into
a go!f course, visitors will not he allowed
to roam around the links. For these reasons
it is advisable to keep this little park intact,
and therchy preservs the natural beauty of
the place. If the National Association
desives move ground let it resumc an area
on the other side. It is in a fairly good
financial position. T admit that it serves a
rood purpsse; but why should it not
for the resumption of ground rather than rol
the public of its parks? We have no justi-
lization for giving authority to the Govern-
ment to dispose of this park, The Minister
:as assured s that he is going te allow the
Natiemal Assceintion” to buy .  There is
tification for that, and we should not
b asked to vote for a measure of this kind.

r. HMANLON (Ithaes): T should like a
little more information in regard to this
matter. The Premier interjected that the pro-
coeds from the sale of this park land will he
vsed fer {he heautification of Vietoria Park.
This i3 what has me puzzled: Altheugh this
Bill purvorts to_give the Brisbane City Coun-
~il powor to ell this land and the Premier
savs the couneil is going to use the procacds
for the beautificrtion of Victoria Park, at
esterday’s meeting of the Brisbane City
‘ouncil neither the mayor ner any of the
aldermoen knew anything about i+ When
notice of this Bill was giver on Friday lasg,
I saw Alderman Warmington, and ai yester-
day’s mecting of the Brisbane City Council
ho brouzht the matter up in order to see
swhat the Bili meant. This is the “ Daily
Mail’s >’ report of the proceedings—

“ T think the Bill is loaded,” said
Alderman W. R. Warmington, when
secking at vesterday's meeting of tho
Brisbane  City  Council = information
rerarding the Bill proposed to be intro-
duced in Parliament at an carly date.
ziving the council power to sell certain
nark lands.

“ The Mavor {Aldermsn W. A. Jolly)
:aid that he knew nothing about the pro-
posal,

“ Alderman A, Watson: Perhaps it is
the gardens they are selling.

a7

“ Alderman Don't
anvthing silly.

“The Mavor said that possibly

measnre had somothing to do with
zale of n park lands bv the
Brichanc ty  {ouncil to the

National Association some vears ago.
would make inquiries to sce what

Warmington: saY

the
the

th e

question was about.”
We are ontitled to a little more considera-
tion. Tt appear he Secretary for
’ 1

Public Liands has e irectly irto nego-
tiations with the Royal Naticnal Aseocistion,
or the assoriation with him, and they have
decided to do this without consulting anyone
rlse coneerned.  Apparentlv they consider
that the Royal National Association and the
Secretary for Public Lands are the sole
people who should be consulted in_ the
interests of the people of Brishane. It 13
rather a slight on the ity of Brishane Coun-
cil that the Minister should introduce a Bill
into this House giving authority for the sell-
ing of park lands in Brisbane without the
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council being even consulted. As to the
statement that the council is going to
use the money for the improvement of

Victoria Park, seeing that the council knows
nothing about the matter, we can take the
statement at its face value.

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampion): I rise to
opposa this Bill in every shape and form. My
experience in our own city of Rockhampton
and elsewhere is that, if anyone in any city
takes any interest in the preservation of lung
arcas for parks and playgrounds for children,
it is the council concerned. This park has
existed for some years in this locality, and
net cne inch shounld be given away, because
it will be too late to get any more land later
on, Every city should hold on fo any park
Jands which it has got. The trouble is that
municipalities have not been far-seeing
enough to carmark suitable areas in their
respestive localities for parks. I am not pre-
pared to give approval to any agreement
which would perm:it of the selling of an inch
of the ground either now or in the future.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa):
delay the Committee,

Mr. Cornins: They are getting timid over
there now.

I do not want to

Mr. FRY: I am not timid, but T think the
hon. member for Bowen may be timid before
we finish. When we consider that this is an
arrangement made by the Labour Govern-
ment

Mr. Porrock : That is not true—only part
of it is.

Mr. FRY : The biggest part of it was made
whiist the Labour Government were in
office. :

Mr. Pourock : That is not true.

Mr. FRY : They were not concerned with
the welfare of the city of Brishane. I know
more about park lands than anyone in this
Chamber so far as the city of Brisbane is
concerned. About a year ago I went into the
question of the park lands of Brisbane in
order to ascertain just how much park land is
available. I found that park lands constitute
only 35 per cent. of the metropolitan area,
whereas there should be about 10 per cent. If
the Government are going to allow the Bris-
bane City Council and the Royal National
Association to deal with this land, I would
ask the Government to make sure that the
Brisbane City Council takes steps to acquire
other park lands as breathing spaces for Bris-
bane., I am going to support the introduc-
tion of the Bill for two reasons—first, because
one part of the agreement was approved of
by the Labour Party, and the other part was
approved of by our Government.

Mr. W. Fomgax Swurry: Did you say that
the Labour Government apreed to it?

Mr. FRY : Apparently.

Wr. WisoN: The Labour Government had
nothine to do with it. Tt wus an arrange-
ment Letween the Brisbane City Couneil and
the Natlonal Association.

My, W, Foraax Sarrs: Of
Labour Government approved.

Mr. FRY : Something of the kind., When
we reacn the Committee stage I shall give
the details with regard to park lands, if

which the
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necessary. ‘The Government may be able
to use their influence to induce the Brisbans
Jity Council to resume land bordering on
the river for park purposes.

Mr., WILSON (Fortitude Valley): The
hon. member for Xurilpa has misrepresented
the whole business. He said that the Labour
Government agreed to this proposal. The
Labour Government did not do so. When I
was in the City Council an agreement was
come to between the City Council and the
National Assccialion. I think the hon, mem-
ber for Toowong will be able tc bear me out
in that. If the Covernment had anything to
do with it, there would have not been any

occasion to ratify that agreement. Mr.,
Thecdore was Premier at the time. As the
Leader of the Opposition has already

explained, we on this side of the Committee
do not object to the ratifiration of the agree-
ment, but we strongly object to the filching
away of any more of that ground.

Question—** That the resolution (Ur. flea-
con’s motivn) be agreed to”—put; and the
Committze divided :—

AYEs, 25.

Mr. Annand Dr. Kerwin
. Atherton Mrs. Longman
,» Barnes, G, P, Mr. Macgroarty
., Bell s Maher
,» Blackley 5 Maxwell
.,  Boyd ,» Moore
,, Brand ,» Morgan
.» Carter » Nimmo
,» Clayton ,» Peterson
,,» Daniel ,,  Russell, H. M.
,» Deacon ,, Russell, W. A.
. Dufty ,, Sizer
., Fry ,» Tedman
. Hill ,, Tozer
,, Jamieson s Walker, H, B,
.  Kelso »  Walker, J. K.
» Kenny . Warren
., Kerr

Teliers: Mr., Fry and Mr. Maxwell,

NoEes, 20.
Mr. Bedford Mr. Hanlon
,, DBow ,» Hanson
,,» Brassington ,, Hynes
,» Bulcock ,, Kirwan
,» Collins ,, Pease
5 Conroy ., Pollock
,, Cooper »  Smith
,, Dash ,, Weilington
,» Dunlop ,,  Wilson
,, JHoley .,  Winstanley
Pellzzs: Mr. Hanlon and Mr. Hanson.

Resolved in the affirmative.
The House resumed. '
The CHAIRMAN reported that the Comea'tice
had come to a resolution.
Resolution agreed to,
Finst Rewving.

The SECRETARY FUR PUBLIC LANDS
ton, W

(Hon, W. A, Deacon, Cunninglam) presantod
the Bill, aud moved—
“That the Bilt be now read a first

tirae,”

Luestion put and passed.

Sceond reading of the ¥ill wewde an Urder
of the Day for woamorrow,

Mr. Wilsen ]
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OEAVY VEHTCLES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
COMMITTEE.

{3y, Roberts, Eust Tooweomba, in the chair.)
Clausos 1 and 2 agreed to.
Clause &—“ dmendment of section 3—
Application of Act; Heavy vehicles carry-
ing primary produace on trific routes M'—-

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mactay): This
15 the main provision cf the Bill. During
the second reading debate the Minister indi-
cated that the s¢ting was in the tail of the
8ill, or, in other words, that there was power
under the priucipal Act to make certain
regulations. Apparsntly he anticipates
imposing such a tax on heavy vehicles as will
have the effcet that he desires in introducing
the Bill.

1 have given a good deal of thought to the
question of motor competition witit the raii-
ways. It is a problem that aifects every
State in Australia and cevery country in the
world at the present time. in (Great Britain
the roads huve been improved enormously
during the last fifty years by modern methods
of construction; and railway companies there
have had to write down their capital, in
some cases by as much as 40 per cent. That
is to say, individuals who a few years agou
held £100 worth of railway stock now realise
that that stock is worth only £60. The
private railroad companies, however, have
not been content to allow private individuals
to secure control of the traffic by means of
motor traction, but a majority of the com-
panies have retained to a very large extent
the traflic in that country.

At 4.23 p.m.,

_ Mr. Fry (Kurilpa), onc of the panel of
temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chalrman
in the chair.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITII: The companies
have actually undertaken motor traction on
the roads, and in that way have considerably
eonserved their carnings.” 1t must be borne
in mind that motor trauspors is something
that has come vo stay. It is convenient in
countless different ways, nov only from the
point of view of the expense to the individual,
but from the point of view of convenience
in handling. Take, for example, the trade
between Brisbane and Ipswich. A lorry can
load up at a bulk store in Brisbane and
tonvey the goods to thes shop door in Ipswich,
where the purclhiaser desires themm to be
delivered, whereas in conhneciion with the
railways the goods have to be conveved from
the bulk storve to the railwayv station, and on
cuching the point of destinati they have
to be conveyed from the railway truck to
the prem of the individual who accepts
delivery of them. As a consequence, from
the point of view of convenience to the
ublic, ther¢ is wen inducement to use this
thod of transport.

Whether any effort made under this Bill
will act as a deterrent in regard to the
poinits I have mentioned remains to be secen.
Personally, 1 think that a complete survey
of the whole transport problem of Queensland
is required. & survey of a comprehensive
character has not heen undertaken hitherto;
at:d the time is nol far distant when in many
portions of the Stete the people will be called
upon to decide definitely and for all time
what form of transport they desire. Public
money cannot continue to be spent on rail-
ways and on roads, the one asset being used

[My, Smith.

I
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in competition with the other. 'That position
has to be faced, and I suggest to the Minister
that a comprehensive survey of the whole
of the transport problems of the State is one
that h» should undertake. In such a survey
the Railwavy Departm should take into
consideratinn, nes only whether or not it is
advisable {o run tor transport on existing
lines, but also whether the methods adopted
in Great Dritain and the United States of
Azaerica of taking control of metor transport
on the roads should not alsn be followed here.

I should Iike some information from the
Minister in regard to this clause, In one
part of the clause it is provided that heavy
vehicles carrying primary produce shall be
exempt from the provisions of the Act, and
also that they can carry other gocds so long
a3 thoso goods arve not for sale. A further
portion of the clause sets out that heavy
vehicles used for the conveyance of primary
produce are only exempt to the extent that
they carry goods to the nearest railway
station. The Minister knows, and has com-
mented on it in public, that in certain areas
of the State primary producers use motor
transport in preference to the railways. That
is their business. We know that a consider-
able quantity of goods is carried in that
way, the producers consigning by the rail-
ways that form of produce which is often
carried by the Railway Department at a
losing rate. If the Minister investigatas the
schedule of rates issued by the Railway
Department so far as they relate to certain
kinds of primary produce, he will find that
they are carried at a very low rate, and
that what is in the nature of a State subsidy
is being given to that form of primary pro-
introduced befcre the

duce. That was (

competition of motor transport became

as  acute as it is to-day. The idea
that, if the Government could

g assistance in certain directions, they
ware justified in doing so, as the railways
were being run in any case, and other forms
of freight being available at a different rate,
all the freight combined paid for the running
costs of the trains. That position no longer
obtaivs, the Railway Department being asked
to carry the freight which does not pay, whilst
the motor tran-port caters for freight which
under tho railway schedule would be charged
for at a higher rate.  Consequently, the
intention of the Railway Department to
as:ist agriculture is, to a very large extent,
being defeated, and the department is at all
times carrying the burden. T should like
the Xiinister to say whether there is a definite
limitation in rerard to this exemption to
the carriage of produce to the nearest rail-

way station. If heavy vehicles owned b
farmers or by carviers at any time carry
produce in competition with the railways,

will that bring them within the scope of this
Act?
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITii: The Minister
will realise the difficulty of policing that
provision, which will create great difficulties
particularly in certain dairying districts.
The Minister will probably find that produce
is brought to a railhead and is conveyed past
that rsilhesd to another destination, so that
only one portion of the motor transport will
be ‘entering into competition with the rail-
ways. The Minister will ind a good deal of
difficulty in administration in determining
to what extent a heavy vehicle is used for
the carriage of primary produce to the rail-
head only and to what extent it is used in
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ition  with the railways. In those
is the  elause at  the present time
to be semewhat ambiguous and cor-

tradictor

1430 pom.]

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
1Hon, Godirey wegan, Murilla): 1f heavy
vehicles at the presont time were compelled
1o par for the construction of roads and also
1o pay a certsin amount cach year for the
mainteonancs of those roads, we would have
verv litdde to fear from their competition
with the railways To-day these heavy
vebicles are able to compote with the rail-
wavs owinrg to the fact that the people of
the Btate provide good roads, while the
owners of the heavy velicles contribute aoth-
i towards the comtruction of the roads
and little or nething towsrds the main-
tenance of the roads. The railways, on the
other hand, have to pay running cests, have
{o contribute a large amount of money to
the upkeep of the permancus way, and also
hiuve to dnd interest on the cost of con-
structing the railway system.  Under exist-
ing conditions it is only natural, therefore,
that heavy vehicles arc able to compete
suceessfully with the railways.

o

In reply to the question raized by the
Leader of the Opposition as to what class of
vehicles will be taxed, no heavy vehicle that
is used by a primary producer to convey
his produce tc the nearest market will be
taxed to any greater extent than it is at the
present time, provided the owner ouly con-
veys back his own gouds or goods for a
acighbour for which bhe makes no charge;
put, if he receives payvinent for the cartage
of goods back, he will come under the heavy
vehicles taxation.

Mr. W. Foreanw Burry: It will present
some difficuity in administration

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYR
We recognise that there wall be some dili-
culty; but we shall not only have the ofiicials
of the Main Roads Commission leoking after
things, but also officials of the Railway
Department. We uaturally supposs that
railway officials, recognising the lmportance
of the railways carrsing ihese goods which
should be carried on  the ratlways, will
so-operats with the Government in seeing
that these heavy vehicles do not escape scot
free. I feel sure that eventually we shall get
cver any difficulty, and that the railways
will couvey a great deal of goods that at
the present time are carried by motor trucks.
L have come in contact with quite a number
of the unfortunate individuals who are driv-
ing these heavy motor vehicles. I say they
are unfortunate bocanse in a great many
instances they buy a heavy vehicle to do
eortain work, und subsequently find that they
can get no more work in that direction.
Then they start to compete with the rail-

s

ways They worle twelve to fourteen hours
a day and ever longer. They travel by
night as well as by day. and som~ of them

live like blackfellows during the trip. Owing
to the fact that they arc compelled to carry
the goods at a very cheap rate, after deliver-
ing the goods at their destination and arriv-
ing back home. they have very little to show
for the hardships suffered by them on the
trip. Competition with railways from heavy
vehicles is really in its infancy; and, if we
can che it, we shall not be doing a great
deal of injury to anyone in the communrity.
When this Bill becomes law, it is our inten-
tion to put s very stiff tax upon heavy
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vehicles.  Whether that will prove success-
b ;

ful ¢r pot remains to be seen.
My, Dask: You mean lorries?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Vehieles that come under the heavy vehicles
rax and thow which enter into competition
with the raﬂ)\ £¥s; but we do not intend to
Lz pe fresh taxation upon any hcavy
vehi that is veed by a farmer to convey
kiv producs to the nearest market or the
1 raibway station.

hi"nill only be vehicles that ave bringing
produce to a certain destination and return-
ing with loaids ¢f goods that are cntering into
comupetition with the railways, If they return
loaded with gocds 1o some distant town not
counccted  with  the railway, or to some
tution or farm, they will not be taxed any
further than they arve at present, because we
intend to assist vehicles of that description
in every shape and form, recognising that
they act as feeders to the railways and assist
in the development of the State. We are
not going to do anything to hamper them,
but wiil encourage them in every way we can.

I hope that, when we regain this traffic, we
shall be able to reduce railway fares and
freights to some extent. It is not my inten-
tion during the period I remain in office as
Minister to increase fares and freights,
because I ricoguise that fares and fre.ghts
are too high at the present time. Simply
because we want to do away with this com-
petition, we arc nct going to make it an
excuse to flecece people by means of higher
freights. We want to reduce the freights,
and we recognisc that, if we have more goods
to carry, we can reduce the freights. In
America and other parts of the world they
have found that it is far better to handle
large quantities of goods at a low freightage
than a small quantity of goods at high
freights, That i1s what we arve aiming at.
Owing to the fact that we have recently
recduced the freight on store cattle by 20 per
vent., @ great number of cattle which were
previcusly brought in by road and travelled
to the Southern States by road are now being
conveyed by rail. We have got s#n cnormois
amoun: of revemue in that direction, and the
carriage of re cattie 1s now a pazaule
proposition.  In order to get all that is going
m any other respects, we must have reason-
able froighis,

Thoe szme applies to shecp, If there is too
great a freight on store sheep, the sheep can
be walked,  Ifat cattle and sheop will not
wallk any great distance to market because
they will lese condition; but pecple who have
stere cattle or sheep say, “ We will not use
the railways because the freight is too high.”
I we make the freights for carriage of that
stock reasonal we shall get them conveyed
by rail. That is the policy we have endea-
voured to adopt throughout., When this Bill

becomes it is not iutended to iner
railway ts—in fact, I am of opinion
that we shall be able to reduce them, cipe-

cially on some of the goods which are carried
at exceptionally high freights at the present
time. What we want is really a reclassifica-
tion of our raillway freights; and we are
going in for that now with a view to reducing
freights on some goods which are now very
high in comparison with the costs of the
goods.

Mr. HANLON (Ithaca): I am pleascd that
the Minister is considering a reclassification
of railway fares and freights. When I sat on

My, Hanlon.]
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the other side of the Chamber and suggested
that policy a couple of years ago, the present
Minister, who then sat on this side, pooh-
poohed the idea, and was quite Indignant
about a reclassification which would perhaps
add a few pounds to the contributions of the

primary producers to the railway. Now the
hon. gentleman has the responsibility of
administering this department, he finds

that, whilst he would like to cater for the
primary producers, they must pay a little
more to the railways. He realises there is #n
enorinous loss on the Queerb and railways in
view of the fact that the railways have been
built for their benefit.

Mr. BranD : The Minister has not admitted
anything of the sort.

Mr., ITANLON: He has admitted that he
has to make fhe primary producers pay a
little more.

Mr. BRAND:

Mr. HANL There is a provision in the
Bill that they must cart only to a railhead,
whereas at present they can cart direct to a
market. They would not cart direct to the
markets uniess .hcy could save something, so
what is the use of saying that the Minister
did not say they would have to pay a litile
more to Gl .1.1\\.13\. Many things are

He has not.

exempted, such as fruxt, \Lgetablns of a
perizhable natare, cream, fresh milk, and
primary product \\ heat is alrcady carried

at a rate that docy not pay the department,
and there is practically only wool left.
Deip}*e what the Minister has in view, that
a truck used solely for the purpose of carry-
ing primary produce shall be excmpt from
taxation if it carries direct to a railway
station, there is another provision that prac-
tically exempts every primary product except
wool from the operation of the Bill.

Mr. BrRaND: Don’t vou agrec with that?

My, HANLON: What is the use of the
Minister suggesting that they should be taxed
unless they carry to a railway station, if in
the next breath he is going to exempt most
of themi? The only primary commodity that
he is going to get is wool, becaus? wheat is
already carried at such a low price that
motor transport does not compete with' the
railways,

The SecrETARY FOR RaiLways: If they carry
produce to the neambt railway station they
are exowpt: but if they carry goods back
they are not exemjt.

Mr. HANLON: It is provided that, if
they carry goods of a highiy perlbhable
nature—which includes practically all vege-
tables, milk, cream, fresh meat, and live-
stocl\—ﬂuy can carry them anywh“r(, with-
out taxation.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :

Mr. HANLON :

That is so.

DPotatoes can be classad
as highly perithable vegetables, because new
potatoes deteriorate much more quickly than
ordinary green vegcrables, «o that practically
every vegetable may be classed as highly
perishable. 8o that the only commodity
the Minister  has  left to get is \\oo]
Apparently, as a vesult of all the * ‘rigmarole’
of this Biil, the \’[lnl‘t(‘ is likely to accom-
plish no more than if he brmply exempted
all xo]ﬂde: except those carrsing wool. That
would have the same cffcet as this Bill,
Another Jinctor T would lke the Minister
to take mfn consideration is that tho money
collected by this tax is used to create a fund
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which goes back to local authorities for
road-making purposes. 1 have said before
that all money paid by motor vehicle owners
which improves their roads is money well
spent; and, if this money is to be spent by
the Ra‘l\’sdy Department on roads running
parallel with the railways, then the Minister
may s ell not bother at all. It would be
good business—in fact, 1t is the only natural
(omllaly to bringing in the Bill—to devote
the money collected solely to constructing
and m(umammb roads which act as fenders
to the reilways and to restrict local authori-
tics who get the money to that course. The
whole cexeuse for the Bill is to give some
protection to the railways, and the natural
thing is to use the money on roads that
feed the railways, otherwise the Minister
is merely making roads to help his com-
petitors.  So long as the money is spent
on the roads, he cannot tax motor vehicles
so heavily that the money will rot be
money well spent from the point of view
of the motor vehicle owner.

Mr. FOLEY (Lcichhardt): On the second
reading of this Bill I said that I was very
: to hear the Minister say that the main

object of the Bill was to do away with the
motor lorry so Far as it competed with the
raiiways. Any attcmpt to overcome the
difficulties with which the railways are faced
by proceeding in that manner seems to me
to be tackling the problem in the wrong
way. Other countries have the same problems
to contend with, although they have a much
areater tonnavo to handle and they have
only solved them by 'cakmg control of the
motor trade where it was possible to get
control, so that thercby they were in a
posi ition to cater for the traffic which other-
wise would use the railways, particularly
on the shorter trips, but which finds the
motor system mord serviceable. Take as an
illustration the man in Ipswich who wants to
get goods from the metropolitan area. He
Xﬂ(’r(‘l‘y rings up Brisbane, and the goods are
placed on a lorry and landed in Ipswich in
half a d The Railway Department can-
not possibly hope to cater for that trade.

Mr. Braxp: They could do that in half
a day.

Mr. FOLEY: Surely the hon. gentleman
is not taking up the stand that he wishes
to wipe private competition off the roads!
Motor vehicles are giving a service which
the people want, especially over short dis-
tunces. Take even the case I dealt with the
other day—that of 2 man who said that he
was running his lorry between here and
Lismore—an enormously long trip—and com-

peting  snceessfully with the railways, yect
carning big money.

The Se ARY FOR Ramwways: The reuson
is that we are building main roads for him,
and h2 is costributing very little towards
them.

Mr., FOLEY . He is countributing his tax.

The SeereTary ror RAILWAYS : A very small
tax.

Mr., FOLEY: In the case of short hauls
in the snetropolisan arca it would pay the
Raitway 1> pufm nt to enter the motor tiade
fieelf. To tax the motor vehicle, which is
giving a (‘Mapor and quicker service, off
the road and ve to the old railway rates,
which were much higher, is really encourag-
ing sn increase in production costs instead
of u decrcase.
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Our object should be to reduce productive
costs rather than to increase them. We
should follow the tactics adopted by owners
of motor vehicles and provide a quick and
cheap service. If the motor vehicle owners
can do it, surely it can be provided by the
Railway Departraent!  If the department
were to iollow that course it would be serv-
ing a double purpose. It would be assisting
to reduce productive costs and at the same
time providing the people with a serviee
which they no doubt find an advantage,
otherwise they would not be availing them-
selves of it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murille): Hon.
members opposite appear to overlock the
fact that motor vehicles are able to compete
successfully because the State has provided
good roads for those vehicles. If the miotor
vehicles were called upon to pay a fair share
of the ccat of the construction and main-
tenance of the roads, they would not be in
such an advantageous position from the view-
point of competition.

Mr. Forer: You are not concerned about
their paying their fair share. You are con-

cerned about pufting them off the road
altogether.
The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:

Information has been sccured both in this
State and from all the other States of the
Commonwealth proving conclusively that, in
order to meet the cost of repairs consequoent
apon the damage to the roads by these motor
vehicles, it would be necessary to impose a
tax of &d. per mile. If we were to impose a
tax of 6d. per mile to meet the construction
and maintenance cost of the roads, that
would amount only to a fair proportion of
the tax due by the owners of motor vehicles.
The Railway Department has to construct
and maintain railways, but the owners of
motor vehicles are allowed to compete wilh
the railway system under a system whereby
they do not contribute their fair share of the
cost. If they were called upon to contribute
o0d. per mile for the construction and main-
tenance of the roads, the railways would be
in a position to compete.

Mr. Forey: You would have no main roads
at all then.

The SECRETARY IFOR RAILWAYS:
It is only right that the whole system should
be placed on a business basis, The motor
vehicles are entering into competition with
the railways, and thev should be compelled
to enter into compe’(ltlor\ on a fair basis.
The State stations and other State activities
were allowed to enjoy unfair competition
because they were not called upon io con-
tribute to the revenue of the State in the
shape of rates, taxes, and in other ways.
The motor vehicles are entering into unfair
competiticn with the railway system because
we do not impose on the motor vehicles a
tax sufficient to pay for the damage done by
them to the roads.

Mr. Forry: I agree that the motor vehicles
should pay a fair contribution towards the
maintenance of the roads.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The people of Ipswich are beginning to®
realise that the railways are more important
to them than the motor traffic. They realise
that Ipswich is dependent upon the railway
system and the wages paid to the railway
emplovees, with the result that the people of
Ipswich are now giving practically the whole
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of their business to the railways. They are
of the opinion—and rightly so—that thL" can

assist the railways and benefit the people of
Ip wich by giving their traffic to the Railway
Department,.

Mr. Hvnes: VWhen you were in opposition
vou used to criticise us for making speeches
like that,

At 4.50 pom.,

The CrHalRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. DASH U[undungurra) An important
factor operating against the Railway Depart-
ment is the fact that there is no co- operation
between the merchants and the Railway
Department. I know that in the past in
Townsville theve was no co-operation between
the merchasts and the Railway Department.
ihe merchants have certain days on which
they ratl their goods, and on those days they
despatch their “loaded lorries to the station
an hour or two hours before closing time.
The railway yard becomes congested, and by
& o’clock a number of the lorrirs have not
been unloaded. If the merchants were to
co-operate with the department and were to
send their loaded lorries to the Ldilway yard

early in the morning instead of late in the
afternoon, no doubt the Railway Department
would be able to compete on a more favour-
able basis with the motor lorries, as the
whole of the inerchandise could then be
loaded on to the trucks. At present the
lorries are despatched late in the afternoon.
the merchants assuming this attitude: ““ We
will send the loading up to the Railway
Department, where it can be loaded into the
trucks and forwarded. We are finished with
it once it leaves our premises.” I am “ytis-
fied that this Bill will not bo - very efficacious
from the point of view of regaining traffic
for the Railway Department. “As the Minis-
ter has pointed out, most of the motor
vehicle drivers own their own lorries and
leave the city of Brisbane at 5 o’clock in the
afternoon, travel to Ipswich during the night,
and are ready to unlead at the store of dosti.
nation at 8 o’clock mnext morning, whercas
the Railway Department is not able to do
that. Perhaps the department would be in 2
position to forward the goods with consider-
ably more prompt despatch and provide a
service equal to that of the motor lorries if
the department was given an opportunity of
loading the merchandise on to the trucks
earlier in the day.

No doubt the motor lorries, particularly
those shod with solid tyres, take heavy toll
of the good roads. That is one reason why
a heavier tax is imposed on lorries shod
with the solid tyres than on lorries shod with
preumatic tvres For that reason many
people are adopting a light type of motor
truck, such as the “ Dodge.” which is able to
carry from 30 cwi. to 2 ton on pneumatic-
tyred wheels and travel much more quickly.

T am glad to see a provxsmn that w@hu’le%
carrying passengers must register and insure
In many instances accidents have happenad
and the unfortunate persons who werc
injured had no chance of getting compensa-
tion, not even to the extent of the medical
costs incurred. For that reason I think
there should be insurance in respect of every
vehicle carrying passengers, no matber
whether a charge is made for the conveyance
of the passenger or not. In the past lorries
have carrled as many as twenty and thirty
passengers. We know the owners do not do
that service for nothing—that ejther the cost
of petrol used or the Yime of the driver is

. Dash.]
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paid for by the passengers. My point is
that, when an accident happens, there is no
one responsible for the payment of compen-
sation, if such be necessary.

The policy of carrying goods past a rail-
head will make the Bill difficult to police.
The Minister says that, if a person brings
vegetables to the railhead by motor vehicle,
he may take away loading from the station
to his fricnds co long as he makes no charge
for doing so. There are very few persons,
however, who would do such a thing, par-
ticularly when long distances, probably 20
or 30 miles, are involved in the service. The
Minister will have some difficulty in policing
that; and I think it would be better to
provide that any back loading from the
railway station shall be taxed.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We are pro-
viding for the man who, after delivering
goods at the railway station, may be return-
ing to his home and may take with him a
bag of sugar to a neighbour,

Mr. DASH: As those people may be in
competition with others so far as motor
transport is concerned, that may also be
unfair competition.

Mr. POLLOCK (@Giegory): This clause
covers the whole principle of taxation of
vehicles which run in competition with the

railways in the conveyance of goods and
passengers.

The Secreriry FOR Ramwways: Heavy
vehicles,

Mr. POLLOCK: I agree that something
has to be done to protect the interests of
the public as exemplified by the money that
is invested in the State railways; and any-
thing which can reasonably achieve that
nb]ectl\e is a good thing. It must be remem-
bered, however, that, when you interfere
with private individuals runping trucks and
carrying their own wool and other produce
in competition with the railways—and, after
all, this Bill is an interference with private
enterprise and to that extent is against the
policy of the Government—you must be pre-
pared to give on your rallways a service
as good as the orne you are attemptlng to
cax out of existence. Take, for instance, thoe
case of a man who brings his own wool by
truck or by lorry from the Charleville dis-
trict to Brisbane. That heavy vehicle is to
be taxed out of existence so that the railway
will get the job. That is the principle under-
lying the Bill.

Mr. Bpaxb: We are making him pay
something for the upkeep of the road.

Mr. POLLOCK: The real object is to
get the business for the railways instead of
allowing private enterprise to get it by
means of motor trucks and lorries. I agree
with that. The man who brings that pro-
duce down to Brisbanc must do it because
it pays him.

The wool freights on the railways were
hased on the hlrrhost prices obtained for w ool
in the history of Queensland. That was in

1925. The Labour Government accept respon-
sibility for that. The wool
[5 p.m.] industry was very prospcrous, and

we thought that the woolgrower
could pay a higher rate on his producc than
he was previously paying; and no doubt he
could do so on the high prices he then
obtained for his wool. But to- day. if you are
going to prevent that woolgrower from bring-
ing down his wool by motor lorry in competi-
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tion with the railways, you must give him the
same service at a reasonable price to justify
the taking away of that business from his
lorry. To institute such a scheme as this
without first attempting to give him as good
a service on the railways is an unwarrantable
interference with private enterprise. You
must show him that you can convey his pro-
duce satisfactorily on the railways; give him
a quick service; look after his interests in
every respect; and give him the same service
as he could get by sending his wool down by
motor truck. TUnless you do that, you are
not justified in interfering with him. If a
nmn finds that he is secar;nw just sufficient for

bis produce to enable bim to convey it to
market by hiz own motor vehicle—as he has a
right to do—if you deprive him of that
richt, you must be prepared to substitute
something in its place. Is the Minister going
to do that?

Mr. WarrEN: You mean give him good
reads to compete with the railway?

Mr. POLLOCK : I would not argue that at
ail.  After spending £60.000,000 or £70,000,000
on railways, we should not allow motor
vehicles to run in competition with thesc rail-
ways—American vchicles for the most part,
run on American oil, while the railways are
run by locomotives and trucks made in Aus-
tralia—for the most part in Queensland—and
r#mn on Australian csal and by Australian
labour.

Mr. MaHER : You agree with us.

Mr. POLLOCK : I agrece with the Govern-
ment up to a point. It is a geod thing to
protect public money spent on the railways:
but, while protecting that money, you must
give certain rights to the individual. You
must give him the seme service that he can
render himself. Take the case of a man who
wants to send a cargo of goods from Bris-
bane to Toowgomba. If thase goods were
sent by railway, it would be necessary for him
to take the goods to the railway station. If
he arrived there after a certain hour he
would be turned back, because the goods
could not be loaded, and he would probably
take them along the following morning.
They would then be conveyed by rail to Too-
woomba, and the man at the other end would

have to pay the cost of unloading, and he
would have to run certain risks. As against

that the motor traffic has meant that, if a
man wants to send to Toowoomba goods that
can be carried on a lorry, he rings up the
merchant, and the merchant rings up the
man with the motor truck. He loads the
goods at the merchant’s warehouse, and takes
it into the back yard of the man in Too-
woomba and there unloads. That is the ser-
vice that the railways will have to give to
these poople Much as we would like to
see the railways succeed. you cannot tax

these lorries out of existence unrless you
give the same service to the public.
You cannot expect railwaymen to work

all the hours of the day and night the
same as do the lorrymen. Wages men will
not do it, and you cannot expect them to do
it. Aqam the man who takes these goods by
truck has no risk of pilfering. That is a risk

+that vou have to run on the raileways. 1 am
not here to say who is to blame for it; but I
represent  townspeople and toilers in the

western districts of Queensland who have to
run this risk. How can you give u service on
the railways that is golng to compete with
that sort of thing? That is the thing we
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kave to work out. So far I have not been
able to sce how you can give them that ser-
vice on the railways, either under State or
private cnterprise. Unless you can give them
something approaching the service they can
get from motor traffie, you will find 1t very
difficult to legislate themn out of existence,
desirable as that end may be.

If you take a man who buys a lorry and
pays a deposit of £30 or £40 on it and goes
out with the intention of working it off,
he will work sixteen and cighteen hours a
dav until he gets it paid off. No State
enterprise can compete with him. You can-
rot legislate him out of existence. He is
giving double the labour we can get from
our railwars. I am not arguing that we
ought to ask for that labour from our rail-
waymen; but we have to face that difficulty.
If the Government think they can solve it
merely by taxing motor vehicles, they will
find themselves mistaken. We must get
lighter vehicles on the railways, be able to
give more expeditious delivery, and do all
those things that the motor lorry man does
for the general public.  When we have
solved that problem, we shall have come
somewhere near putting the railways on a
payable basis. I do not think any Govern-
ment can solve all those problems. I do not
believe any Government is going to get
business for the railways merely by tinker
ing with the problem and legislating motor
vehicles out of existence. I am not opposed
to the measure; but I do not think 1t con-
tains business proposals which will tend
to get the traffic back to the railwavs.

Mr. Drackeey: What do you suggest?

Mr. POLLOOK : That is your job. You
said you could do it

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): I think it is
a very good move to try to save the raii-
ways; we must have one thing or the other.
Some little time ago the Minister suggested
that the Dayboro’ line would either have to
show a different condition of affairs or else
close up.

Mr. Kirwan: That is what they do in New
Zealand.

Mr. WARREN : The Dayboro’ people met
the Minister with one of the biggest deputa-
tions that ever faced a Minister of the Crown.
These men had not one word to say against
this Bill, which at that time had been indi-
cated. In fact, they spoke in favour of it.
Tl}ey said, “ We do not want to lose our
railway.””  They even said that the motor
competition was not legitimate; but, if it
was based on sound business lines, it would
not be iu existence. We have cases all
through the State of big motor companies
“going to the wail.” If a Hfeet of motor
trucks are allowed to start carrying in com-
petition with the raillways, they will only last
as long as those particular trucks last, when
ther will “ go to the wall.” It is not legiti-
mate competition. If the motor truck owner
paid proper expenses and a just share to-
wards the upkeep of the roads he travels on,
he would not exist at all.

Mr. Porrock: What does that matter?
You have that competition, and you have to
deal with it.

Mr. WARREN : We want the motor truck
to compete fairly. This Bill is not intended
to cripple motor truck traffic, but only to
see that there is fair competition. Let the
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motor truck owners pay their legitimate share
towards the cost of the upkecp of the roads.

Mr. Porrock: You have spent £63,000,000
on construction of railways; why don’t you
use¢ them for motor trathc?

Mr. WARREN: I do not believe it would
pay the Railway Department to enter into
motor competition at all. e have found
that State enterprises have not been success-
ful. That is unfortunate. If they wore
successful, the Railway Department could
casily run its own motor trucks and regu-
late this matter to a certain degree; but,
unfortunately, they have not becn successful.
If the Minister sanctions a svstem of motor
transport on the railways, he will only be
making a mistake. The only thing he can
do is to have more motor rail traffic, utilising
the rail motor to a greater extent. It seems
to me that we have not solved the engine
trouble in connection with rail niotors; but
other States have solved it, because they
have been running rail motors fairly success-
fully for years, and it is time our Railway
Department solved the problem. We have
motor competition with the North Coast Rail-
way for 60 miles from Brisbane—that Is
where the roads are good.

These trucks do a tremendous amount of
damage to the roads which have been made
by the shires in that streich of country.
They do not do merely ordinary damage.
They break bridges; they cut up roads that
would carry any ordinary traffic; they do
hundreds of pounds’ worth of damage in one
day. They do damage that the councils
cannot afford to make good. I Dhelieve that
business men are beginning to sce the neces-
sity for doing sot:othing to imect the compe-
tition with the railways. Pecople on branch
lines are beginning to recognize that the
Government must do something {o save cur
branch railways. 'That is in the right direc-
tion of retrieving a mistake—of reetifying an
cvil that has existed for a considerable time
and does unobody any good. I know three
motor trucks on the North Cvast line. The
men get up at 3 o’clock in the morning, and
work all day until 10 o’clock at night. No
human being can stand those hours; yet
those men do it for a time, and still do not
appcar o be prosperous. I aim afraid that,
as a rule, the motor car owner is a bad
Lookkecper. He has not made sufficient to
buy a new truck when the old truck is worn
out, and at once he is in deep water. The
life of a heavy truck is shorter and its cost
nf upkewp greater than people think., It is
subjcct to more mishaps than the lighter
truck. If the motor truck can pay its fair
share of the cost of the roads and still com-
pete on a business basls with the railways,
there is no justification for any attcmpt fo
keep it off the roads; but I am satisfied that,
if it does that, there is no danger that it
will compete successfully with the railways.

Mr. Porrock : You said that there was too
much interference with private enterprise.

AMr. WARREN: I say that we have to
save the railways at any price. It is the
responsibility and the business of this
Aszsembly to do it; and, even if it goes to
the extent of touching upon private enter-
prise, we have to seck every possible means
available io us. We cannot do without the
railways. It is all very well to say that the
motor truck has come to stay. 1t may be
fortunate or unfortunate; but, if it has come
tc stay, it must act as a feeder to our rail-
ways. It raust not come into competition

Mr. Warren.]
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with them; and, if the people take the whole
question into consideration, they will find
that the railways can serve them better than

motor vehicles, provided they ger more
trains. If we allow the railways to be
robbed, we interfere seriously with a big

asset run by Queensland workinen, most of
it built in Australia by Avstralian work-
men, and we interfere with it for the sake
of vehicles buili largely in America and of
wotor spirit and other things which we have
to irupert also. If we wllow these things to
happen and desiroy the structure we have
built up during many years, I say we do
wreng.  If on the other hand, we refuse to
allow it, cven i thereby we interfere with
private enterprise, I say that we arc justi-
fied in doing #o0 rather than permii our rail-
ways to get inte o viorse position than they
are in now. The railways are in a bad
encugh way already. About three years ago—
I think on the Address in Reply—1 dealt with
the question of competition by motor
vehiclés, and an hon. member now on the
other side said, ““Good luck to them!” I
wald, ¢ Yes, geod luck to them if they can
compete legitimately with the railways.”

I do not think that the motor lorries can
compete with the railways on an equitable
basis, As the result of many years’ experi-
ence from my knowledge of internal com-
bustion engines, and knowing the short life
of tho:e engines, I am convinced that, if
the railways are conducted on a proper
basis—unfortunately, they have not been con-
ducted on a proper basis—and are conducted
as a business proposition, no motor service
can compete with them.

Mr.{COOPER (Bremer): 1 am reminded
this afternoon of two people who attempted
to do futile things. King Canute was one,
and Mrs. Partington was the other; and I
trust that the Secretary for Railways will
not go down in history as the third who
attempted to do the impossible. I believe
that what he is attempting to do can be
done, and I hope it will be done.

Mr. Kirwax: I think I have heard that
before.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: ‘‘ It can be done;
it will be done.”

Mr. COOPE]

( : MMy desire in quoting that
phrase is  becauss ‘¢ conscience doth
malke  cowards  of us all,”  and the
consciences  of hon. members opposite
may yet bring them to their bearings.
If the motor service of which we have
heard so much this afternoon was com-
pelled to bear an equitable share of the costs
that have been Incurred, nobody would
grumble. In the city of Ipswich I sce
thundering through the streets occasionally
the Ksk daily service, the Boonah daily ser-
vice, the Harrisville daily service, the Tco-
goolawah daily service, and the Toowoomba
daily service—big trucks carrying merchan-
dise out and bringing merchandise back to
the city. They arc running on roads built
mainly by the people of the country.

Mr. XELSo: Some of them are not roads.

Mr. COOPER: They are now good roads
in the main. A little while ago they were
not roads. Now these people have good
roads on which to travel, due to the immense
amount of money that has been spent by the
State in building the roads. These people
are making their livelihood on those roads;
and it is fair and just that they should pay
their fair sharc of the upkeep. Just as a
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man who occupies a position in a main
street has to pay rent and has to pay for
that position, so the man who runs his motor
truck up and down a road should pay his
rent of that read, becau:e that is really his
place of business—nos the place at the ter-
minus where he stores his goods or whore
he delivers his goods. They are not his places
of business, The road on which he rumns is
his place of businecss. The railwazs of this
country were built by the country for the
country; and, if the country is feolish enough
to allow that magnificent asset to be destroyed
br a few people for private gain, then the
country is very foolish indeed.

There are two ‘things that the country
e¢sn do. It can allow the railways to go
in the interests of a slightly improved sci-
vies, or it can stand by the railways and
suffer =lightly in the matter of service. On
an ocsasion like this one cannot but regret
the conservative atmosphere that surrounds
the Railway Department. The department
wiways sneered at the possibility of
motor transport being a great mecnace to
the railway service; but circumstances forced
the Railway Department to take notice, and
much too late it has taken notice of its
formidable rival. If the department had
taken notice carlier, the motor traffic would
pot have been given the possibility of becom-
ing the scrious competitor that it is to-day.

Mr. Mamgg: The trouble was crested by
the heavy increase in freights imposed by
the Labour Government.

Mr. COOPER: That had nothing to do
with it. If the hon. gentleman knew any-
thing about a railway, he would know that
that was not the cause.

Mr. Manrr: It was a prime factor.

Mr. COOPER: The hon. gentleman brings
to my mind the fact that certain people 1n
his electorate have reminded me that they
have to pay a rabbit fax and the hon. mem-
ber deals in rabbits. Hon. members opposite
mnust either stand the racket of the low on
the railway system or they must stand the
racket of denying the motor traffic an oppor-
tunity to trade upon the roads. Supposing
that a man had a railway engine and trucks
and he went to the Commissioner for Rail-
ways seeking permission to run his engine
and trucks on the railroad track for practic-
ally nothing, what would we think of the
Coramissioner if he allowed that to be done?
Vet we allow the motor people to run their
trucks over the roads that we have built;
and they are allowed to do so for practically
nothing. They have as much right to pay
a fair rental for the use of the roads as any
person would have to pay a fair rental for
the use of our railwavs. The cases are
parallel. I think the Railway Dcpartment
is considerably to blame in not having tackled
the matter carlier. I hope the Minister will
be sufficiently interested in his work and
attentive to his duty to prevent this unfair
competition. The motor lorries are prepared
to carry cream to the butter factories in
which hon. members opposite are so much
interested in fair seasons and in fair weather;
but so soon as the weather becomes foul the
trucks go into their sheds, and the Railway
Department is called upon to carry the cream.

A GoverxmEnT MeMBER: It is unfortunate.

Mr. COOPER: It is. If the owners of the
trucks were fair, they would -shoulder part

of the expense thus entailed. The butter
factories, which now do not lose by reason of
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the fact that their cream is delivered in all
woathers, ought to bear their fair share of
the loss on the railways, secing the railways
carry their cream at all times. They are by
no means engaging in fair Corn‘pi‘tltl(‘r\ with
the Railway Demntment in allowing these
people to make use of the Railway Depart-
ment just whenever it suits them, and some-
thing ought o be done in that regard.

I urge upon the Minister the necessity of
malking the railways secure, and seeing that
those people who compete WIth the r{dllway
Department do so upon {air and eqguitable
terms. If the Minister has it in him, I
want him to use his best endeavours to shake
the Railway Department out of its con-
servatism in these matters. It must progress
with the times; it must move forward. The
days when it took three days to get a parcel
from Brisbane to Ipswich have gone and
must not return simply because cortain
vehicles arc to ke prevented from competing
with the Rajlway Department. I hope the
Mirister will not be joined in the future
with King Canute and Mrs. Partington, but
will do his very best to do away with this
traffic that is injuring the finest asset we
have in the State—an asset that made the
country, and an asset thal we cannot afford
to see thrown away for the sake of a few
heavy vehicles,

Mr. BYNES (Townsville): Although ths
Minister states that he intends to 1mpose
such a tax under the schedule as will kill
this competition, I very much doubt whether
the tax will have the desired effect. If the
object of the Bill is to remove the unfair
motor transport competfition with the rail-
ways, why not adopt tho direct method of
prohibiting this competition by introducing
legislation to that end? That would be the
more logical way of dealing with the matter.
The Minister has stated that the sting in
this Bill will be in the regulations issued

when it becomes law, and that the taxa-
tien imposed will have the effect of
restricting  the motor transport competi-

tion. It does not matter whether that com-
petition is killed by taxation or by prohibi-
tion; the effect on the people who are com-
peting at the pr“ent tima will be the same.
T believe in making the people for whom the
railways were built use Lhose facilities, and
i would have no half measures about it. We
are obliged to pay interest and redemption
on the czpltal expenditure _of £63.000,000
which is invested in the railways, irrespoc-
tive of whether these facilitics arc or arc not
being msed to their full capacity; and in
those circumstances the Government are faced
with the duty of making some provision to
incresse the earning Papamw of the railwavs,
so that the intorest and e demption pav-
ments can be met. Tt has been stated that
the object of the Bill is te interfere with the
exitting motor competition. That can be
dealt with much more effectively by follow-
ing the lead of Victoria. where some {ime
ago motor vehicles were prohibited from
romnetmq with the railways under certain
circumstances.

I also desire to refer to how the position

might have been improved by the present
Administration in the direction of securing
for the railwavs some of the freight which
iz at present being carried by motor trans
port. Much di S"at,afactmn exists at plesent
through the lack of expedition in handling
the lorries which go to the goods sheds or
sidings with goods for transport by the rail-
ways. Under the existing administratioit
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thers is @ tendency to curtail the number of
men engaged in that work at the various
places. One of the chief rcasons why pcople
use motor transport to send merchandise
from Brisbane to Ipswich is the expeditious
manner in which those gocds can be trans.
ported by that form of conveyance.

[5.30 p.m.]

Not only in Brishane, Townsville, and
Rockhampton, but in other cities of this
State a targe number of porters who were
handling this work for the railways have
been dismissed or put into ancther avenue
of employment. That means that, instead
of improving the facilities for the expeclltlou:.
bandling ot goods despatched on the rail-
ways, ihom, fauhue: have been reduced.
If there is less expedition in the handling
of goods in the goods sheds and at railway
sidings, there will be less chance of this Bill
having the desired effect.

In one countly centre I asked a person
who was bringing his goods into the city
by motor lorry why he did 203 and he said
that he had great difficulty in getting trucks
to enable him to despatch his produce from
the country siding. That is another matter
that might engage the attention of the Minis-
ter. Some of the intsrnal arrangements in
the Raiiway Department could be improved,
and this would have the effect of securing
an incressed volume of business for the de-
partment. I would commend that vphase

of the question to the DMinister. There
should be no delay in despatching to
country sidings trucks that arc ordered,
so that, when a man brings his pro-

duce to the siding, he will not be
compelled to wait. Then the trucks should
be placed in a convenient place so that there
will be no necessity for the producer to w ait
for an engine to comc along and give him
a shunt to get his truck in a convenient placs
for loading. I have known people compelled
to sit down and wait a jong time for an
ﬂrgmo to come along and shunt the truck
into a proper position. These are factors
that have operated sgainst the use of the
railways, and they are factors which can
bhe remedicd by administration. I would
suggest that the Minister should give con-
siderstion to this matter, and do away with
this long-standing griovano

Then there is the question of building
decent macadamiscd roads into railway sid-
ings. If the Governmeni wish to malke the
railways popular, they must give the people
proper conveniences for using the railways.
Cne can understand the objection of a man
who has a horse tcam to carting produce
ivto railwar sidings if. on every occasion
he gocs infto the }ald he finds someone
clse hogged there. 'The same applies to
motor vchicles. Immediately rain comes
there is a good desl of congestion in some
of those country vyards, and motor trucks
get bogged. It is sn easy thing for the
Minpister to build decent roads into these
sidings, so that there will be some induce-
ment for settlers to use the railways instead
of sending their produce direct to market.

Mr. Ksrgo: 1 thought Mr. Larcombe
attended to all these matters?

Mr. HYNES : He did to some extent; but
it is the present Covernment’s duty to
improve on his administration. If the pre-
vious Government did not do what they
should have doue, that is no rcasen why the
present Government should sit back in the
hreeching and allow this thing to continue.

. Hynes.]
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Subclause (¢) contains these words, ‘“also
oceasionally let or used for the carriage of
more than seven passengers.’”” The Govern-
inent are going to have some difficulty in
policing that provision. First of all, they
will have to prove that the vehicie is ““ also
oceasionally let or used.” You have to prove
that it is let for the purpose of carrying
more than seven passengers. 'That is going
io cause some difficulty in policing the clause.
The man who pavs a wheel tax and plies
for hire should have some protection against
unfair competition in connection with this
matter, If the clause is properly policed, it
will have a dJdual effect. It will probably
encourage more passengers to travel by the
railway, and it will also discourage people
who are engaged in unfair competition with
hire motor vehicle owners who are paying a
wheel tax under existing legislation and give
them the protection to which they are
entitled.

Another matter which might engage the
attention of the Minister is in connection
with the class of goods carried by motor
transport. Tt is impossible in this or any
State in the Commonwealth for motor trans-
port to deal with the whole of our produce.
It is impossible for bulkr products, such as
inaize, wheat. lucerne, and sugar, to be car-
ried by motor transport, so motor truck
owner; pick the eyes of the railway schedule
and only carry commodities on which there is
2 high railway freight. Ii would encourage
people who now avail themselvex of motor
transport for that class of goods to usc the
railways if the Minizter would conrider a
more scientific adjustment of the freight
schedule.

The SECRETARY FOR RALways: We ave doing
that now.

Mr. HYNES: I am pleased to hear that,
as it will be an ivcentive for people to use
the railways more than they are doing at
prezent for the carriage of these goods.

Personally, I favour the introduction of the
measure and support the clause. My only
egricvance is that the provisions of the Bill
are not drastic enough. T would like the
Minister to say straight out that he will pre-
hibit unfair competition by motor traffic with
the railways, and to w=ee that the cxisting
facilities for handling goods at the various
sheds are improved and the roads made
botter. If there was no delay in consignees
securing trucks when theyv ordered them, for
instance, more use would he made of the rail-
ways than is being done at present. T hope
the Minister will do something to improvs
the administration of the department and to
tighten up the provisions I have referred to.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla): There are
two or three matters I wounld like to mention
in reply to the hon. member for Townsville.
One i3 in recard to the unloading of vehicles
which go to a railway station with goods. At
present, at Roma Street and other large
stations, we have to pool the work. It is not
a matter of sacking men—we are not sacking
men of that description at all—we are pooling
the work and giving them three or four days’
work in the weck. We are doing that because
we have not sufficient work to keep them
wholly employed.

Mr. Hyxnrs: Consignees are complaining
that there is unnccessary delay.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

Not unnecessary delay, because we have more

[Mr. Hynes.
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nen there to do the work than we have work
for them to do.

We hope that the improvements that will
be brought about by this Bill will result in
sufficient work offering to enable us to give
these men full-time work. It is more profit-
able to the department to give men the full
forty-four hours a week than to employ them
for three or four days a week, as we are now
doling.

Tn rezard to another important matter,
we are repealing paragraph (¢) of subsection
1) of scetion 3 of the principal Act, which
applies the Act to—

«“Notor trucks  which,  although
ordinarily used for the carriage of
coods, are also occasionally let or used
for hire or reward for the carriage of
npassengers.”’

Tor that we propese to substitate the follow-
ing paragraph:—

“ Motor  trucks  which, although
ordinarily used for the carriage of
goods. are also occasionally let or used
for the carriage of more than seven

passengera.’’

e are doing away with the element of hire
or reward. Whether the owuers are being
paid or not, they will not be able to carry
imore than seven passengers withous register-
ing and taking oui insurance policies. The
difficulty we have had under the present Act
is to prove that the owners of such vehicles
receive pavment. We could not get any per-
sons to sav that they had paid the owners,
althongh there is no doubt that they did
actually pay them. After the Bill is carried,
if theswn ownevs csrry more than seven
passengers, they must register, unless the
vehicles are used for charitable or family
purposes. )

Mr. Hyxrs: What will < public purposes ”’
be?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
7t might be a case where the vehicles are
used for some public or semi-public gather-
ing.

Mr. Kirwax: The opening of a railway?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Vos. Some penple might then decide to lend
their vehicles. They might meet the pzople
2t the railway station and carry nine, ten,
or twelve of them to their destination.

Mr. KirwaN: Provided they did it volun-
tarily.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Thev must not make a charge. The purpose
must be a charitable or family purpose or
public or semi-public purpose—a Sunday
school picnie, for instance. )

Mr. ITancoN: What about family picnies?

The SEORETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
1f they were used for family purposes, with-
cut charging, I do not think we would tax
ithem.

Mr. Hyxzs: Any motor truck or motor
car?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Ve, If used for family purposes, I do not

think we would tax them; but, if a motor
car or motor truck carries more than seven
sersons for any purpose other than the pur-
poses which we cxempt, it will be liable to
registration, )

Mr. Havroxn : Suppose a man is going home
with a lorry and more than seven persons
jump on for a lift?
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We must excrcise common sense.  We recog-
nise that there are diffigultics; and, because
a man jumps on to a lorry for a ride home
from work, we are not going to prosecute
him. I feel that the Bill is going to do
good, particularly in the direction mentioned
by the Lon. member for Townsville.

Me, BULCOCK (Bereno) : Generally speak-
ing, it is an excellent thing that a public
utility such as the railways should be pre-
served for the public, and that the worlk
now being done by certain motor lorries
should revert to the department. I see noth-
ing but good arising from that policy. Cer-
tainly soms persons will regard it as a very
harsh policy; but we cannot consider indivi-
dual interests against those of the whole
community,

I have listened with a great deal of atten-
tion to what the Minister has been good
enough to give us; but there is one point
on which I am not quite clear, and, in order
to get some clarity of thought, with the
permission of the Minister, I will state a
hypothetical euse, Take the case of a lorry
engaged in carrying commodities to a town
some distance from a railway, and frequently
picking up primary produce there—generally
wool—for return to the railway. We all
know that the cost of living in & little town
situated 60, 70, or 80 miles from a railway
is very high. I have in mind the case of
Tambo, which is supplicd with foodstuffs by
motor lorry from Blackall, the road used
being a gazetted main road. In some cases
such a lorry picks up a loading of primary
produce and returns with it to Blackall,
getting there another load from the railway
station, and taking it to Tambo. This taxa-
tion will mean that the cost of living in
such towns will be unnecessarily increasad:
and already it is cut of all proportion to
what it sheuld be.

The SecRerARY roR RALways: That vehicle
will not be subject to a tax in excess of
what is paid to-day.

Mr. BULCOCK :

have stated?
The SecreTary ror Ritrways: No.

Mr. BULLCOCK : I was not quite clear,
because the Minister has confined his remarks
to vehicles cngaged in the transporbation
of primary produce.

The SecreTARY FOR RAILwAYs: No. If the
vehicle is operating between Blackall and
another. town, and is returning with back
loading to Blackall, then the present charge
will not be increased,

Mr. BULCOCK : I am very glad to hear
that. Supposing the lorry is not engaged in
any other trade but the transport of com-
modities, including foodstuffs and Hguid
refreshments and returns empty, will it be
subject to additional taxation provided there
15 no railway in the vicinity to serve the
needs of those people?

The SecrETarY FOR RalLwavs: No.

Mr. BULCOCK: I am glad that the
Minister has given me an assurance on those
points.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwWivs: The addi-
tional taxation will be imposed only on
vehicles competing with the railways.

Mr. BULCOCK: At the present time
sporting bodies may guarantee that a certain
amount wiil be realised by the running of
a train betwecn two points. If the amount

Not in the case that I
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sccured by the sale of rallway tickets is not
equal to the guarantee, the sporting body
concerned is ordinarily required to make
good the difference between the amount
realised as revenue to the department and
the amount guaranteed. I know that the
Minister and previous Ministers have
r:licved various committees of the necessity
of paying the amount short of the guaranteed
amount. Those who guarantee these amounts
are of the opinion that, when the amount is
in oxcess of the amount guaranteed, the
excess should revert to the club or sporting
Lody which secured the train,

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

I cannot allow

the hon. gentleman to procced on those
Iines.
Mr. BULCOCK: Mr. Roberts, if you

would allow me to proceed—

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I will not allow

the hon. gentleman to proceed on  those
Lines.
Mr. BULCOCK: It is now proposed to

limit the means of transport to the utilisa-
tion of a train service. Owing to the inability
of the Railway Department frequently to
make a train available on a specific date,
1o communication can be established between
iwo towns. We all realise the desirability
of stablishing communication and har-
monious relationship between towns. 'Take
the case of a foothall team from Blackall
visiting Barcaldine to contest in a match,
which wsually takes place on a . Sunday.
There 1s a consideérable amount of difficulty
in marshalling a train at Blackall, as the
carriages have to be run all the way from

Longreach, and it would be necesary to
guarantee a very high amount, generally
somewhere in the vicinity of £120. To avoid

that during the past few years, when the
department has stated that it is unable to
supply a train for the specific date, the
people avail themselves of other means of
transport. Football matches are contested
according to a fixture table, and on a specific

" date the department may not find it con-

venient to run a train, or those concerned
may not feel justified in guarantecing a
certain amount because the match is at the
“ tyil-end 7 of the season, and the cup can
be awarded only to a team that may be well
ahead in points and would not lose the
cup if it lost the match on that particular
day. In these circumstances the committee
concerned mayv  feel that the anticipated
gathering at the match would not warrant
guaranteeing the department a certain
amount. These people are then compelled
to fall back on the motor transport system,

and it is now proposed to subject that
system to an increased taxation.
The SecrETaARY FOR Rammways: I do not

think they would be subject to the tax when
running on Sundays, if no trains were avail-
able.

Mr. BULCOCK: Supposing that the
department notified the committce that a
train between Blackall and Barcaldine could
not be made available on a certain date and
the sunnorters of a team desired to go fto
Barcaldine, would the department, on appli-
cation being made by the sporting body,
shsolve the owner of the motor concerned
from the payment of this taxation if the team
and its supporters desired to travel by motor
lorry ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWaYS: T would not
like to give a reply off-hand. That 1s a
matter that would require consideration.

Mr. Bulcock.]
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Mr. BULCOCK : I know that the Minister
understands the position in this regard.

The SecrETARY ror Ramwwavs: I know all
about it.

Mr. BULCOCK: The Minister doubtless
realises how bitter is the feeling of the people
in the country who are inconvenienced in this
respect when they consider that people in the
city can get trains to the scaside without any
guarantee. If the Minister would give me
an assurance that he would give favourable
consideration to relief from taxation in the
event of circumstances arising such as I have
outlined, I would be quite satisfied.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW:vs: Every case
will be favourably considered.

Mr. BULOCCK : I thank the hon. gentle-
man on hehalf of the people whom I repre-
sent.

Clause 3 agreed to.

The House resumed.

The CHaRMAN reported the Bill without
amendment.

Third reading of the Bill made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE BILL.
CoNTINGENT NOTICE OF MOTION.

Upon the Order of the Day heing read for
the consideration in Committee of this Bill,

'he SPEAKIER said: There is on the busi-
ness paper a contingent notice of motion
relating to this Bill, standing in the name
of the Leader of the Opposition. Before
giving the hon. member an opportunity of
moving that motion, I desire to say that, in
view of the fact that it is rather unusual to
move for the appointment of a Select Commit-
tee in conuection with any public Bill, any
discussion on this motion must be confined
strictly to the question of the appointment of
a Seleet Commitiee,
of the Bill has been agreed to by the House,
no further second-rcading speeches will be
permitted in discussing the motion to be
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackarj: I
beg to move—

1. That the Order of the Day be dis-
charged from the paper, and that the Bill
be referred to a Select Committee for the
purpose of taking evidence and reporting
to the Ilouse upon the most efficient
means of encouraging existing secondary
industries  and  sstablishing  further
secondary industries as a means of
Increasing opportunitics for employment.

2. That such Committee have power
to send for persons and papers, and to sit
during any adjournment of the FHouse,
and that it consist of the following mem-
bers: —onourable A. E. Moore. Honour-
able H. E. Sizer, Mr. H. M. Russell, Mr,
W. Forgan Smith, and Mr. P. Peasc.”’

My reason for moving that a Select Committee
be appointed is that this Bill deals with a
subject of very far-reaching importance
namely, the encouragement of the secondary
industries of Queensland. Secondary indus-
tries are matters in which every section of
the community is interested, and it is desir-
able that, as far as possible, the Government
shonld give every ecncouragement to the
establishment of such industries. I feel sure

[Mr. Bulcock.
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that a Select Committee vested with the autho-
rity contained in this motion would render
valuable service to the State by the investi-
gation that will be made if the committee is
appointed.

[7 p.m.]

In moving for the reference of the Bili to
a Select Committee, I am not putting before
this Parliament any new idea. As a matter
of fact, the provision for Select Committees
is one that has, unfortunately, not been used
to the extent it could have been used in the
past; but provision has at ali times been

made for the appointment of such com-
mittees, and frequently, when appointed,
they have done excellent service. Speaking

from memory, I can remember a Select
Committee - being appointed on the proposal
to establish District Courts; another was
appointed in 1816 with regard to the proposal
to establish Sugar Cane Prices Boards;
another was appointed to deal with the
Dairy Produce Aci. In all those cases
Select Committees vendered vailuable service
t> Parliament, and, through Parlinment, to
the State. As a matter of fact, in an im-
portant Bill affecting in a far-reaching way
the country’s interests, it is desirable that
such a committee should be appointed. 1t
cannot be argued that the Government of
the day, who prepare Bills, have a complete
monopoly of all the experience that is re-
guired to deal with an important matter.
In the last analysis. legislation is the duty
and responsibiiity of Parliament; and it is
a wise thing to secure the assistance of all
scetions of Parliament with a view to intro-
ducing a measurc that will have the effect
that i1s desired.

Industry is the concern of all sections of the
community. Various ideas could be put for-
vard as the reason why we have not great
scecondary industries at the present time.
Difficulties are ofien stated with regard to
the carrying on of existing industries; and
surely it 1s a fair and reascnable proposition
that, before launching on a scheme of a far-
reaching character of this kind, we should
investigate the whole purview of the problem
with a view to arriving at the best results!

When I gave notice of this rsotion, the
Premier interjected that he took full respon-
sibility for the Bill now hefore the House.
That is true. The Government of the day
naturally take that responsibility. I am not
suggesting that his responsibilities arc not
wide; but I put this proposal forward in
the spirit of rendering service to the State
of Queensland. The Ministry may have cer-
tain idcas with regard to policy; the Oppo-
sition may huave certain ideas with regard
to policy; but surely on a matter of indus-
try, which is the very life-blood of the com-
munity, we esn arrive at some common
understanding that will be of advantage to
Quecnsland !

In addition to that, the motion provides
that the committec shali “ have power to
send for persons and papers and to sit during
eny  adjournment of the House.” In a
problem of this naturce it is a good thing
to consult people engaged in industry. There
are many people in Quesnsland shose views
on a proposal of this kind would be well
worthy of consideration. At a moment’s
notice I could mention the names of half a
dozen men whose views on a proposal of
this kind would be of extreme value to the
State. It cannot be urged that men who are
not in Parliament are not au fait with the
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various cconomic causcs that affect industry;
and men who are confronted with these
problems every day in various walks of life
could give very valuable advice and assist-
ance in the framing of a measure of this
kind.

I do not propose to mention the names of
any individuals; but there are men 1in
Queensiand whose views and advice on pro-
posals of this kind would be extremely valu-
able to Parliament and in framing a measure
of this kind. The proposal is that the State
should go out of its way to assist industry.
This is a departure in cennection with the
control of industry—a departure which, if
successful, would have far-reaching conse-
quences on the industrial life of this State.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH: I am not
cndcavouring to deal with the principles of
the Bill. I am showing the reasons why, in
the framing of a Bill dealing with secondary
industries—either new or which are to be
brought into being for the purpose of absorb-
ing our people in employment—thoesce things
should be investigated with the view that,
when any Bill is brought into the Chamber,
this Parliament will have had the advantage
of the fullest possible investigation into the
factors governing industry, the fullest pos-
sible advice that may be given by people
who are in a position to give that evidence
and advice, and by acting on which we shall
be in a better position to deal with the Bill
than we are at the present time.

A proposal of this nature is naturally not
put forward in any party spirit. I know
that the Government of the day have a
majority in this House, and can decide on
any form of legislation which the majority
of hon. members are prepared to support.
1 am not putting forward this propoesition
in a party spirit, and it will be noticed by
perusing the personncl of the proposed Select
Committee that the Government of the day
will have a majority on the committee. I
mention that to indicate that there is no
attempt on my part to secure a party advan.
tage; but there are certain vital factors that
are the dcep concern of this Parliament.

Why is it that large numbers of men are
unemployed in the State at the present time;
that industries are not extending to the
extent that they ought to coxtend; that new
industries are not being embarked on to the
extent that those who love Queensland would
like to see them established? There are all
problems that come within the purview of
this Bill, and they are all problems which
depend for their volution on this Parliament
to some extent, The best method of arriving
at a solution thereof is along the lines I
have indicated. KEvervone must realise the
methods in which Bills are prepared. A
Government comes into power after a general
election. The majority of the members of
the Government arc unused to the responsi-
bilities of office, and are lacking in the
experience of administering great depart-
ments. They are men who have ideas along
certain -lines, and they seek to give legisla-
tive expression to those ideas. They call for
the adviee and support of various Govern-
ment officials. Then a B;ll is framed by the
parlinmentary draftsman, approved by Cabi-
net, and presented to Parliament. Can it be
urged that such a method of framing a Bill
dealing with such an important matter as
this is the best that can be achieved by
this Parliament? Notwithstanding what the
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Premier may say regarding the waste of time
and so forth, can it be urged that everything
that is good is contained in this proposal
that the proposal contains no dangerous
principle? Can it be urged that cverything
1s done in such a Bill which is desirable, or
in the interests of the people of Queensland?
When the question is put in that way, it is
obvious that it must be ansvwered in the nega-
tive. Therefore, in proposing the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee of this nature we
are urging that every member of this House
be asked to devote his attention to this sub-
Ject, not on the basis of party advantage,
but on the basis of advantage to the indus-
tries of Queensland, Surely that is something
that can be supported by all sections of the
community !

There is another phase of the question
which is worthy of note, and to which I
would like the Premier to pay some heed
before coming to any decision as to whether
he will support my proposal or not. I ask
him to banish from his mind any question
as to who is putting forward this proposal;
to koop his mind free from narty considera-
tions; and to apply himself to the general
question that is wrapped up in this motion.

The position taken up by many investi-
gators of the present day is that the capital
in industry is owned by certain individuals
and that the rest of the people own no capi-
tal but can supply labour; and that there is
a conflict of interest between those who
own the capital and those who supply the
jabour. The Premier and those who sup-
port him very often argue that it is because
of that conflict of interests that industries
are not expanding to the extent they ought
to expand; therefore the co-operation of all
scctions of the community is desirable if
industry is to be placed on a sound footing.
I am giving the Premier, as the head of his
party, the opportunity to-night to decide
whether he will accept the eco-operation of
Labour in this industrial matter or not. No
one can for a moment overestimate the
importance of the industries of Queensland.
They are the lifeblood of the nation. On
their welfare and development to a very
large extent depends the future of Queens-
land. In every newspaper, in every maga-
zine, we read articles contending—almost
every public man has at different times
urged 1t—that, in order to owvercome these
problems of industry, the co-operation of all
sections of the community is required.

The position is that the Ministry have
irtroduced a Bill containing, perhaps, the
cerm of a good idea. That idea can be
developed and improved upon. I am taking
this opportunity, on behalf of the Labour
Party, of offering to the Premier that co-
operation in the solution of the problems
of industry that has been called for so often
and for so long. I am satisfied that a calm
and impartial consideration of all the facts
involved in this proposition can lead to only
ane result in the mind of any intelligent
man applying his facultics free from party
hias to the question; and that is that the
appointment of such a committee and the
investigation of such a -proposal by such a
committee can do nothing but good. If the
committee is appointed and it does its work
properly, a report can be brought down, and
upon that report a Bill can be framed and
a measure put on the statute-book having
the support of all sections of this Parlia-
ment, commanding their influence in the

7
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various parts of the State—a measure, there-
fore, that will command the respect and
support of every section of the community.

The proposal we are considering is prob-
ably the most important we have discussed
during this session. I ask the Premicr to
consider the question in the same spirit in
whichh I have put forward my ideas and to
support the motion. If he does zo, he will
show that to some extent at least he is above
mere party political considerations. Fe will
show that he has the spirit of co-operation
within him, and that hec desires really to
solve the problem rather than to gain any
party advantage. It iz a time when we
should say to ourselves, “ Come, let us reason
together.”” (Government laughter.) That is
the principle contained in my amendmest.

In conclusion. I repeat that the problems
that confront industry in Queensland are
probioms that vitally affect every section of
the community, and, on behalf of the Labour
Party, T am offermn to co-operate with the
(;overnment in the solution of the problem
now before the House.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. ¥, Moore,
Aubigny): I have not the slightest intention
ot allowing this Select Committee to be
~appointed. The whole proposal is an absurd
one. The Leader of the Opposition made
a hideous, stupid mistake when the Bill was
going through its second-reading stage, when
it was for hon. members to discuss the
prineiples of the Bill. At that stage the
Leadnr of the Opposition was the only one
who tiok the trouble to make a speech on
the BiﬂAnobody clse—and then they called
“ Divide,” and voted against the second
reading of the Bill and the very principles
it contains. If it was such an important
Bill as the hon. member makes out, does he
not think that some other hon. member ou
his side wouid have been prepared to make
a second-reading speech and discuss its
principles?

Mr. Porrocx:
excellent case.

The PREMIER: If hon. members are
satisfied that their leader put up such an
excallent case that it was not necessary for
anybody eclse to speak, why on earth does
hs now want to appoint a Select Committee ?

Mr. IIanrox: He is satisfied that the Bill
will be a failure.

The PREMIER: Hon. members opposite
are praving that it will be a failure.
Mr. Haxwon: No.

The PREMIER : After all their talk about
unemployment, and all their talk about what
the Government were going to do to alleviate
uncmployment, as soon as the Government
introduce a Bill with a view to doing some-
thing in that direction, the Leader of the
Opposition wants it delayed for twelve
monf‘qs so that he might call meetings of
business people outside and have discussions
with a view to introducing a non-party mea-
surc that everybody can support. Definite
provisions are laid down in the Bill. Before
the clections I stated exactly what those pro-
visions were going to be. There was no
doubt about them in the minds of anybody.
I stated perfectly clearly both before and
after the elections what they would be. The
Bill contains definite principles.

Mr. BepromrD: You also offered to raise
£2,000,000 to provide 10,000 jobs.

[Mr. Smith.

We think he put up an
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The PREMIER: I do not know whether
the hon. member was here when the B3ill was
discussed.

Mr. Beprorp: No
often cnough.

The PREMIER: I am pleased that the
hon. member is back again. No doubt he has
had a most successful trip to the South.

but I am here guite

It has been suggested that we have not
made sufficiont use of Select Committees. Did
hon. members opposite, during their fourteen
years of office, cver make use of a Seleet
Committee ? *

Mr. W. Foragax SMITH: Yes.

The PREMIER : Drawn from both sides of
the House?

They might have made use of Select Clom-
mittees within their own paity, but they
never made the suggestion that there should
be a Scleet Committee appointed from both
sides of the House.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH:
forward such a proposal?

The PREMIER: No. We knew that it
would be silly and stupid. There was no
occasion to delay the Ilomo in discussing such
a stupid proposal as is put forward now. No
Government would accent it.

Mr. W. Foreax Sarrai: Do you suggest
that the consideration of IIldUstl\ is MHV and
stupid ?

The PREMIER : No.

Mr. W. ForeaN SMITH :
enough mind.

The PREMIER: There are definite pro-
posals put forward in the Bill, and it is
perfectly adequate for anybody with any
intelligence to discuss them witheut going
outside the walls of Parliament and delaying
the measure for months and months merely
to seek the advice of somebody else.

Did hon. members opposite ever take any
notice of the advice of the peopls ocutside.
who the Leader of the Opposition now says
were competent to give 1t?  When intro-
ducing land legislation in 1927, the people
who were competent to give advice on that
legislation placed that advice before the then
Government. Did that Government take the
slightest notice of it? Not the slightest!
They took up the attitude, *“ We are the
Government, and we will do what we like.”
Then, having got themselves into an impos-
sible position, thev appointed a Commission
to get them out of that mess.

Mr. BRASSINGTON :
the question.

The PREMIER: T am
the questien,

Mr. W. Forean Smira: You are showing
yourself to be a mean party hack.

The PREMIER: Hon. members opposite
had before them a definite propesition and
definite principles, but only one member of
the party took the trouble to speak on the
subject, and becsuse he found none of his
party prepared to back him up he lost his
temper, called “ Divide,” and now he is try-
ing to get his narty out of the position into
which he got them.

Mr. W. Foreax Suyita: A lot of rot.
The PREMIER : Why should the Govern-

ment delay this measure for twelve months

Did you ever put

You have not a big

You are sido-stepping

not side-stepping
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in order to allow the Leader of the Opposition
to get his party out of the position into
which he got them? It is absolutely absurd.
I would not dream of considering such a pro-
posal. The Bill is before the House, and defi-
nite principles are laid down in the Bill. It
is not altogether an experimental measure.
It is practicall¥ the same, word for word, as
the measure introduced in another Parlia-
ment in the British Kmpire.

Mr. W, Foreax SMITH:
kind.

The PREMILER : It has proved moderately
successful on the other side of the world ; and
there is no occasion whatever for a Select
Committee to be appointed in Queensland to
conzider it. We will go on with the Bill. If
hon. members opposite have amendments to
move, and those amendments are likely to
improve the Bill, T am prepared to give the
fullest consideration to them. It is not neces-
sary to consider this Bill outside Parliament.
Hon. members opposite can secure opinions
froin business people, and can get them to
frame amendments. We are prepared to con-
sider any amendments, and give them the
consideration they merit. We intend to go
on with the Bill, hoping to achieve some
success. If it is not entirely successful, then
I am prepared to meet business people whom
hon. members opposite may desire to bring
along so that their views may be placed
before the Government. I do not say that the
Bill will be perfect by any means. If we
discover that it is not achieving the success
we anticipate, then I am prepared to accept
the advice of people who are qualified to give
it from their business cxperience. Why
should we delay the Bill interminably in
order that a non-party committee may be
formed to discuss the reasons for unemploy-
ment? We know the reasons for unemploy-
ment to a great extent.

Mr. W. Foraax SMItH : My proposal is that
a committee be appointed to devise a better
Bill than you have framed.

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman need
not worry himself about devbmo a better

Mr. W. Forgaxn Swirg: I
sbout Queensland.

The PREMIER : If hon. members opposite
have the intelligence with which they credit
themselves thc” sbould be able to move
amendments that they consider calculated
to improve the Bill. The opportunity to
deal with this Bil is when it is going
through this Chamber; aud it should not be
duhyed mtelmmdblv I have mnot the
slightest intention of accepting the motion of
the Leader of the Opposition for the appoint-
ment of a non-party Select Committee, which
would only delay the Bill for another twelve
months. I am prepared to go on with the
Bill, and to consider any amendments put
forward by the Opposition.

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): In supporting the
motion submitted by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, I am astounded that the Premier has
not shown a better spirit. When the hon.
gentleman and many members of his party
were 1in opposition in this Chamber, at
various times they suggested the idea of a
joint commitiee comprlslng members from
both sides of the House to investigate finan-
cial matters particularly. You, Mr. Speaker,
in many of your speeches referred to that
as a vital principle, as did also the hon.
member for Toombu], the hon. member for

Nothing of the

am worrying
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Nundah, and many other financial members

of the then Opposition. The request was

made at various times to the then Premier

that joint committees should be appointed.
Mr. KELsO: You are romancing,

Mr. PEASE : The files of “ Hansard ”’ will
disclose speech after speech made by hon.
members opposite advocating the principle
which the Premier will not admit to-night.

The SECRETARY TOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY :
What did you do?

Mr. PEASE: The job is one for the Go-
vernment. We were not asked to do what
our Leader has asked the Government to do
on this occasion.

Mr. XKrLs0: Your statement is not correct.

Mr. PEASE: At different times hon.
members opposite advocated certain prin-
ciples; but ther were not game to move
such a motion uas has been moved to-night
by the Leader of the Opposition. “Hansard”
will show that in the last ten or twelve
vears hon. members opposite, whilst advo-
cating this principle, never moved a motion
to that effect. Under these circumstances
the Government of the day could not do what
they were not asked to do. We have taken
hon. members opposite at their word, and
have suggested what was advocated by the

Premicr and his colleagues when sitting in
opposition.

ir. Kenzo: That is an sbsolute misstate-
ment.

Mr. PEASE: The hon. member for
Toombul advocated the appointment of a
joint committee to deal with all financial

mattors; vet the Government are swallowing
all their principles in this direction, just
as they have done in many other respects.

Docs the action of the Government to-night
not show that, when they were in opposition,
they were merely talking for talking’s sake?

Mr. KrLso: Your statement is absolutely
incorrect.

Mr. PEASE : I can prove from the pages
of “ Hansard ” that the hon. member advo-
coted the appointment of a joint committee.

Mr, Kerso: That is an absolute fabrica-

tion.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. PEASE: Yot the Premicr is trying

to sidetrack that principle to-night.

In this motion the Leader of the Opposi-
tlon is giving the Premier a chance of co-
operation in a measure which is vital to
(‘ueensland in that it involves the expendi-
tule of a considerable amount of money. If
ever a financial measure required the best
thought of Queensland, it is surely this one.
In his attitude {o- night the Premier has dis-
played a very bad Spll‘lt because the hon.
gentleman, now that he has an opportunity
of putting into practice the principles which
he advocated, hesitates to do so.

Mr. Kerso: Why did you vote against the
sccond reading ?

Mr. PEASE : The hon. member must know
that I am only allowed to debate the ques-
tion of the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee; and that is all 1 intend to do. Let
me inform hon. members that in the Federal
sphere a political party similar to that of
hon. members opposite had a better concep-
tion of their duty. The Bruce-Page Govern-
ment established the principic of joint com-
mittes on financial matters in the Federal

Mr. Pease.|
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Parliament. I have in my hand a report
from the Joint Committee of Public
Accounts; and I want to read the heading
to show hon. members why joint committees
were considered nccessary—

“ Having regard to the amount of
public money involved, the frequent
criticism, both in Parliament and in the
press, and repeated requests for more
detailed information concerning the Aus-
tralian Commonwealth Line of Steamers,
the Joint Committee of Public Accounts,
in May, 1926, commenced, under the
powers conferred upon it by the Com-
mittee of Public Accounts Act 1913-1920,
an investigation of the Commonwealth
Government shipping activities.”

The action of the Bruce-Page Government
in doing that no doubt was responsible for
a certain amount of good. Dozens of reports
showing the necessity for the appointment
of joint committees on financial matters can
be seen in our own library. Despite all that,
a measure which is going to involve ftre-
mendous financial responsibilities is not con-
sidered important enongh for the considera-
tion of a joint committee. After all, it is
not the Premier and his party who are going
to bear the burden if a mistake is made.
It i1s Queensland.

¥ir. Kerso: What did you do when you
were in power?

Mr. PEASE: The job is one for the
Government; it does not matter what we
did. The public are disturbed about this
Bill, in connection with which there has
been a great deal of press criticisin, just as
there was press criticisin with reference to the
business with which the joint committee was
appointed by the Federal Government to
deal. The public mind of Queensland is dis-
turbed about this Bill, which is excvoising
the minds of the leaders of thought of all
shades of opinion, who are concerned not so
much from a political standpoint as from the
point of view of how much Queensland is
going to lose over the iransaction, It does

not matter what happened in the

[7.30 p.m.] past. Hon. members on the

Government side live in the past.
They are the Government now, and the job
is theirs. They should realise by the criti-
cisms of the people in regard to this measure
that this solution of a joint committee is a
good one. What are the British Government
doing? They are going on with @« vast
Empire marketing schemo involving millions,
and they are appointing a commission from
both sides of the House, including mewmbers
of the House of Lords, to go into that matter,
and they are going to call the Premiers of
all the Britishk Dominions to a joint com-
mittee meeting in London to consider this
measure. What for? For the rood of the
British Empire, and so that the whole Empire
shall be linked up in this marketine scheme.
How are they doing it? They are going to
do it by the appointment of a joint commit-
tee practically of all theeParliaments of the
British Empire. This is a scheme that Aus-
tralia, and Queensland in particular, is going
to have a good deal to do with owing to our
sugar, weol, and wheat products. The
Premier is bringing forward one of the
gravest proposals involving financial risks
that Queensland has known, and, owing to
party political considerations, he will not sea
that the Labour Party is giving him a chance
to co-operate. 'The Premier, on the hustings,
asked that Labour should co-operate with

[My. Pease.
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him. He asked for the co-operation of the
business people of Queensland; he asked for
the co-operation of the workers of Queens-
lard; and now that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition is giving him a chance of co-operating
with the workers of Queensland and the
business people of Queensland he will not
accept it. Why? Because he is too mean
politically. He is not concerned about the
welfare of Queensland. He is not concerned
about unemployment. He is not concerned
about new industry; he is concerned about
not accepting this motion so as to get a
political “advantage. If ever there was a
case for a joint committee in Queensland, it
is on this ocession. 1 was listening to a
«talkie” film the other day, and I heard
the chairman of the joint committee on
finance in the United ~States of America
stating the result of the Budget conference.
So you sce they have joint committees 1n
all the Parliaments of the world.

1 spoke on the Bill at its introductory
stage, and told the Premier that I was
against the proposal as il stands at present,
because too much power is given to certain
pecple. Exactly what I stated has been said
by financial papers and by people who are
able to criticise the measure apart from
party politics. We want to be in a position
to get the views of these people. There are
many people whose views on this matter
would be of advantage. It would not hold
up the Bill for the length of time that the
Premier says it will. The Leader of the
Opposition guarantees that it could be done
in a month; and I say it could be done in
that time if the opportunity were given us.
The Government will not give us that oppor-
tunity. because they are looking for a politi-
cal advantage. They are not big enough ic
do what they advocated when they were in
opposition. When the Upper Housc was in
existence, joint committees of both the Upper
House and this House were appointed to go
into financial matters.

Mr. Kgiso: This is a different matter
altogether. ’

Mr. PEASE: If a Select Committee were
appointed, we would not only have the
cpinions of business people and financial
people, but wa would be able to get the
opinions of the leaders of unionism and the
leaders of the workers. We could also have
the opinions of Customs officials. Only in
to-day’s paper I read of the alarming increase
of the imports mto Queensland. If this com-
mittee were appointed, we could get the
Customs officials to go into this matter and
iell us the articles that are being imported
into Queensland in competition with our own
goods. We want the opinions of experts—
men who are able to tell us exactly what is
coming in; then we want the manufacturer
to go into the question of manufacturing;
ard then we want to go into the question of
marketing. The initiation of any new indus-
try in Queensland is a matter of grave con-
cern; and, if the Premier iz going to pass
measures without a good deal of thought, it
is going to reflect on Queensland. The
Government wiil have applications for the
establishment of industries which mizht not
be good for the State, and the appointment
of a Select Committee would safeguard that
sort of thing. The only argument of the
Government is that it will delay the measure.
They were not in such a great hurry to meet
Parliament and get measures before the
House

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!
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Mr. PEASE: Following upon the intro- Nogs, 34.

daction of this Bill, which inveives the Mr. Annand Dr. Kerwin
cxpenditure of a considerable amount of ,, Barnes, G. P. Mrs. Longman
money, our leader wishes to have a joint ,, Blackley Mr. Macgroarty
Select  Committee appmnted comprising s Boxd »  Maher
threc Government and two Opposition mem- ” %z%’ner ” ?\fliaxwell
bers, with the power to take the evidence ” D:r?i?lu » I\ngéin

: - . ,, 2
of 9xperts. We would not need to go outside ! Dencon ., Nimmo
Brishane to get evidence, because we can ., Dufty ., Roberts
get information from big manufucturing ., Dunlop ,,  Russell, H. M.
firms here. The headquarters of our various » Fry »  Russell, W. A,
industries are situated in Brisbane, and, as » %‘Ti{nswne »” S”‘e‘:
our leader said, it would onl; take about a ” Jalmie»on " ng‘rﬁ]gi
month to go into the matter. When Govern- Keleo ' Tozer
ment members were on this side, I listened ”  Kenny Y Walker, J. B
to them year after year after I came into ., Kerr .+ Warren

the House b!,(xting that the Govermnent of
the day shcald allow them representation on

Tellers : Mr. Nimmo and Mr, Tozer.

commitices.  Hon. members opposite were PAIRS.

offered representation on the Public Works AVES. NoEs.
Committee. 'They would not accept it at Mr. Winstanley Mr. Costello
firet; but after many years they found out ,,» Stopford ,, DButler

how foolish they were, and accspted it. They . Jones ,, Barnes, W. H.

never askcl the Government of the day, as
our lesder has, for the appomtment of u

Resolved in the negative,

joint Select Committee. COMMITTEE.
The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore (Mr, Roberts, East Toowoomba, in the chair.)

Aubigny): 1 move— . Clause 1— Shore title '—
That the question be now put. Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I

Mr. Poriock: Do you think the question
has been sufficiently debated, My, Speaker?
Question—*“ That the question be now put
(Mr. Moore’s motion)’—put; and the Com-
wittee divided :—
AYES, 34.

Mr. Annand Mrs. Longman

should like some information from the Pre-
mier concerning this clause, which reads—
© This Act may be cited as * The Indus-
tries Assistance Act of 1929, and shall
come into operation on a date to be fixed
by the Governor in uouncﬂ by plocla.ma.~
tion published in the ¢ Gazette.

» Barnes, G. P. Mr. Macgroarty Why the delay? The Premier has already
” ]I;lacdkley " .1‘\‘1‘1}?9"11 stated that he has work in hand; that he
ot (“gryter ” ﬁ%g‘?‘;e kuows exactly what he intends to do; that
7 Qlayton ” Morgan as far back as the last election campaign
., Daniel .. Nimmo he stated what he intended doing. Why,
,, Deacon ,,» Peterson therefore, the necessity to await the procla-
» Duffy »  Roberts mation of a date by the Governor in Coun-
" gr ot N gusseﬂ, %—{, lg cil?
. ne ,, ussell, W. A. . . . .
. Hzﬁm © . Sizer Mr. KeLso: That is what you always did.
v Jamleson o Swayne Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): Since the Pre-
., Kenny " Tozer mier has pledged himself and his party to
,, Kerr ., Walker, J. B. the wisdom of this measure, I think 1t is
Dr. Kerwin »  Warren necessary that it should be brought into
Tellers: Mr. Try and Mr. H. M. Russell. operation vmt]nout;I any undue delay. The
Nogs, 18. hon. gentleman has already informed us
Mr. Bedford Mr. Foler ;hat th:elice are f%}x}f aé)ph(éut?nz 1bcfo_1;e hl.rﬁ
,» Bow ,, Hanlon or assistance. e board, take it, wi
,, Brassington ,,» Hanson not be constituted until this Bill is l‘i;,tlfled
. Bruce ,»  Hynes by ¥arliament. What is going to be‘the
» gulcock » gef‘,sek position of the two applications which the
»” 02312?5 ” Sl%ilt[ixc Premier has told us are now pending?
”  Dash " Wellington Surely they are entitled to the earliest pos-
. Dunlop ., Wilson sible corsideration! Surely, too, if this Bill
Tellers: Mr. Bow and Mr. Conroy. is going to relieve un»employmc;nt~aud that
is cleimed by the Minister in charge of
Avms Pamzs. N the Bill—it is the bounden duty of the hon.
Cost 11 2 _ oEs. gentleman, since he knows what he is _going
Mr. B?l%lgro Mr. génsfgigley to do, to bring the Act into operation at
' Barnes, W.H " Jomes the earliest opportunity to cégmonstrate that
” T v faith in its effici o
Resolved in the affirmative. . he at least has faith in its efficiency
s o . Clause 1 agreed to.
Question—‘ That the resolution (M. Clan o < Interpretation —
Smith’s motion) be agreed to’’—put; and ause pretacio

the Committee divided :—

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): I should like

the Premier to give some information con-

Mr. Bedford AYES, 171{“. Hanlon cerning the definition of ‘ Works,”” which
» Bow ,» Hanson reads—

» Brassington »» Hynes “ Any works or factory for the manu-
» DBruce » Pease facture of articles, together with all
” ggrle%Ck ” g?ﬂl.}?ﬁk machinery _and appurtenances_ used
" Goopow ” Wellington therein or in connection therewith, and
" Dash . Wilson all tramways leading thereto, and the
,, Foley site of the works and all land used

Tellers: Mr. Conroy and Mr. Foley. connection with any such tramway.”

Mr. Bulcock.)
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Has this definition any specific significance,

and is it designed to meet any particular
case?

The PrREMIER: No,
Clause 2 agreed to.

Clause 3—* Constitution and appointment
of Board ’—
Mr. BULCOCK (Bereoo):

I beg to inove
the following amendment:—

f“After line 39, page 2, insert the
following proviso:— .
‘¢ Provided, however, that  the

Governor in Council shall from time to
time, in any case in which he thinks
it fit and proper so to do, constitute
a special Board of three persons in
relation to any Jindystry concerning
which industry special qualifications
are necessary to be possessed by the
Board to arrive at a recommendation
in respect of an application concern-
ing such industry, and all the powcrs
and authorities of the Industries Assist-
ance Board shall be had and exercised
by the special Board concerned.’ ”

The Bill provides for the establishment of
a board of a morec or less permanent nature,
consisting of a certain number of individuals.
I take 1t that three persons will probably
constitute the board. It is humanly impos-
sible for any three individuals to be au
fait with all the ramifications of industry.
They will be unable to make a satisfactory
survey of every application that comes before
them; and the State finances are going to
be 1nvolved elther directly or mduectly in
this Bill. It is verv obvious that occasions
will arise when special advice will be neces-
sary, more particularly in relation to the
establishment of new industries. Whilst the
board which the Premier proposes to sct up
mav have the qualifications that are neces-
sary in some particular direction, it is very
obvious that the members will lack qualifica-
tions in other directions; and I say that
without any reflection on the qualifications
of the members of the board which it is
proposed to set up. In other words, it is
humanly mlpos@lbe for any board of &
permanent or semi-permanent nature to be
able to survey the whole of the ramifications

of the industries that will seek assistanco
and therefore necessitate inquiry by this
board.

[8 p.m.]

A board consisting of experts,
sarily limited to the same number as the
primary board, would probably be able to
bring special gualifications to bear in order
that it might make proper investigations.
The Premier will appreciate the fact that
you would not ask an engineer to inquire
into a pottery, and vou woulJ not require_ a
solicitor or an auditor to inquire into the
ramifications of some new secondary industry
that was goiny to be established concerning
which there was very little data. What you
would reauire in such an instance would be
a board of keen business men, who would be
able to look into the matter and anticipate
the requirements of the market in relation
to the particular industry. We are anxious
to safeguard the finances of the State, and
more paltuul wrly to safeguard the interests
of those individuals who may make applica-
tions under the Act. Later on it is provided
that all these enterprises which the Govern-
ment finance either directly or iudirectly
shall, if they fail, become a charge on the

[Mr. Bulcock.

not neces-
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State, and shall become a sort of State rnter-
prise. We contend that the financial mtolests
of the State should be conserved in_every
possible direction. Circumstances will arise
that will make it necessary that special
¢ualifications should be possessed by the
people mal\mg mvestlgatloﬂi into any apph-
cation that is made. If the amendment is
adopted, it will have the effect of setting
up a board side by side with existing boards,
vhich would in no way hamper the fune-
tions of the present board. If the board
required a specialised investigation, it would
be open for members of the “board to make
a recommendation to the Premier that they
considered the best investigation could be
made by people who possess special qualifi-
cations in any given direction. We are
desitous of having a specialist to make any
\pocml examination of any project rather
ihan have it made by somebody not specially

equipped to make that examination, who
may make a recommendation which may
ultimately show faulty judgment. The

adoption of this amendment would neces-
surily tend to make the Bill a better one,
and would conserve the interests of appli-
cants who will apply. and whose applications
require special consideration.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E  Moore,
Aubigny): I cannot see the slightest use in
the amendment. On page 3 of the Bill it is
provided that—

“ The board and cach and every mem-
ber thereof shall have the same powers,
authorities, and protection as a_commis-
sion under the Official Tnquiries Evidence
Acts, 1910 to 1920.”

The board will have power to call anybody
it likes to give information with regard to
any industry it is inquiring into, All that
is nesessary is for the members of the hoard
to have sound common sense so that they
can weigh the evidence put before them. If
there was any value in the amendment, 1
would not ob)oct to it; but full power is
given to the board to make inquiry from
anvbody. It can get the full facts of the
case from anybody it likes. It » +ill decide
whether therc is sufficient security for the
(Government, and then it will rest with the
Government whether they make an advance
or not. It does not mean that they arc going
to rush into it. Hon, members know that
there will be dozens of things put up to the

loard that nobody will look at. 1 expect
there will be a number of ¢ wild cat”
schemes brought forward; bus surely the

board and the Covernment arc going to be
sensible enough to turn that sort of thing
down! If we get half a dozen good schemes
out of the whole number put forward, it
will be well worth while. No one expects
the Government to adopt every scheme put
before them. I know there are people who
will brizg forward undesirable schemes; but
1 hope people wili realise that the Govern-
ment will not support any ‘ wild cat” pro-
positions,

Mr. Hyves:
propositions.

The PREMIER: Under the Co-operative
Agriculturs]l Production and Advances to
Farmers Act we did not get any ** dud ” pro-
positions; and I think it will be the same
under this Bill. At any rate, we intend to
give people the opportunity. I do not intend
to accept the amendment, because I think it
1s entirely unnecessary.

You will only get ¢ dud’
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Mr. PEASE (Herbert): No doubt the
Premier has in his mind the names of the
members whom he intends to appoint to the
board; and, if we knew who the appgintees
are to be, we should be in a hetter position
to judge in the matter. Probably he intends
to appoint the Auditor-General as a member
of the board.

Question—*‘ That the words ploposed to
be inserted in clause 3 (Mr. Bulcock’s amend-
ment) be so inserted”—put; and the Com-
mittee divided :—

Avesm, 17
Mr. Bedford Mr. Hanlon
,» Bow ,» Hanson
,, Brassington ,, Hynes
,, Bruce ,» Pease
., Bulcock ,» Pollock
,, Conroy 5 Smith
,,» Cooper ,, Wellington
,» Dash »  Wilson
,, Foley
Tellers: Mr. Brassington and Mr. Bulcock.
Noes, 30.
Mr. Annand Mr. Kerr
,» Barnes, G. P. Dr. Kerwin
,» Blackley Mrs. Longman
,, Boyd Mr. Macgroarty
,,» Clayton ,» Maher
,, Daniel »  Maxwell
,, Deacon .,  Moore
,, Duffy ., Morgan
,» Dunlop . , Nimmo
» Bry . Russell, H. M,
,, Grimstone ,»  Russell, W. A,
. Hill . Swayne
,, Jamieson ,»  Tedman
,, Kelso » Tozer
,, Kenny ‘Warren
Tellers : Mr. Clayton and Mr. Dunlop. 3%
PAIRS,
AYES. NoEgs.
Mr., Winstanley Mr. Costello
5 Stopford ,» Butler
,, Jones ,» Barnes, W. H.

Resolved in the negative.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): It appears to
me tiat the real meat in this Bill is to be
found in this clause. If there is anything for
which the Government profess to stand
enthusiastically, it is the removal {rom

political control of all those things which
have to do with the administration of
public affairs.  On a number of ocea-
sions the Premier has indicated to the

public and to this Chamber that he stands
for the removal [rom political control of the
railways and various other important depart-
ments where large amounts of money have to
be spent and where matters have to be
administered impariially.

At 8.15 pm.,,

Mr. MaxwrlL {Toowong), one of the pancl
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chalr.

Mr. POLLOCK : In this Bill, which gives
an excuse for such a policy as that. the
Premier falls down. If it is really proposed
that there should be any business in this Bill
and that industries should be assisted by con-
tributions of public money—loans for definite
purposes to be repaid under specific condi-
tions—then the board which controls the
receipt of such applications should have
authority to deal with them on their merits
and altogether free from political control.
The big institutions which make advances in
Australia to industries and people who
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require money for developmental purposes
arec the baunks, which are rcmoved from
political control. The very first thing done
with the Commonwealth Bank was to
endeavour to give 1t a board entirely free
from domination by the Government. IHere,
where it is proposed to give assistance to
industries, the board is nct to be free from
political control, but is to be dominated by
the Minister. Jf the board decides nat to
give advances to people who desire then,
whether their case 1s a good one or not, the
Minister has power to dissolve the board, or
to torminate the appointment of any mem-
ber, and appoint somebodv else in his place.
How can you have impartial administration
on a definite matter such as this with that
weakness in the Bill? TIf the Premicr has
any intention of giving any ‘1ssistal‘.(te to
industry by making advances, it is obvious
that he desires a boara that is going to be
quite pliable, and will do as the Minister
directs, From that btcmdpomt the Bill is
undesirable, and I really think that an
amendment could ard should be mosed here
which would define very clearly the powers
of the board and put it beyond all interfer-
ence by any political party or by the
Minister.

Generally, I do not stand for control by
hoards instead of by Pariiament. I believe
ir parliamentary control: but in a case like
this there is every justification for the adop-
tion of the principle of control by the board
frec from political interference.  Public
money is to bhe utilised, apparently in a
wholesale fashion, in an endeavour to assist
industry. If that be the case, then the board
should be entirely independent and in a
rosition to make decisions on the merits of
all cases free from political interference.

Mr. PEASL (Hcrbert): 1 think the Pre-
mier would be doing a very wise thing if he
were to take hen. members into his con-
fidence at this stage and intimate whom he
has in mind to coustitute this board.

The PREMIER (Hen. A. E. DMoore,
Aubigny): I have not the least intention
of informing hon. members at this stage
who will constitute the board. That infor-
mation will be disclosed in due course. It
13 not intended, as hon. members opposite
appear to imagine, that there is to be created
a board which will decide whether advances
shall or shall not be made. The board will
act in an advisory capacity, and, on rccelpt
of applications, -vily make the fuilest investi-
gation, and report whether the security is
adequate and wheiher the State is likely to
benefit in the event of assistance being given
to the industry concerned.

Mr. Porrock: You propose to retain the
power to “sack’ the members if they do
not suitb.

The PREMIER : If the hon. member for
Gregory would peruse the amendments fore-
shadowed by the hon. member for Barcoo,
he would find that the hon. member rccog-
nises the principle contained in the Bill
One amendment foreshadowed by the hon.
member for Barcoo provides that the Minis-
ter shall consider the recommendations of
the board: and, if he rejects a recommenda-
tion, he shall state to the Governor in Coun-
cil his reasons for such rejection. The
amendment also plowdes that the Minister
shall refer the matter back to the board for
further inquiry. The board wili not have at
its disposal a large sum of money to dole

Hon, A. K. Moore.]
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out as it likes. Tt will be there merely in
an advisory capacity.

Mr. Porrock: I think my suggestion is a
necessary safeguard.

The PREMIER : I do not agree with the
hon. member. Do hon. members opposite
belicve that we are going to embark on a
wild financial jazz and *“ wild-cat’ schemes
at the expense of the public purse?

Mr. Powrocx: I do mnot think you are
going to do anything at all under the Bill.

The PREMIER:
to worry about it

Mr. Bruce: Vou are going to bolster up
private industry.

The PREMIER: There is no question of
politics in 1it, “This is a genuine desire to
assist_in the establishment of secondary in-
dustries, especiaily industries at present in
operation.

r. BruceE: With the money of the tax-
payer.

The PREMIER: During my second-read-
ing speech I said that I did not approve
of the principle as a general thing, but that
I recognise that in extraordinary eolrcum-
stances and times of » great difficulty it is
necessary to adopt extraordinary measures.

Mr. Bruct: Bolster up private industries
with the taxpayers’ money.

The PREMIER : It is better to help pri-
vate industry with the taxpayers’ money
rather than that the taxpayers’ money should
bs sunk in State stations without the consent
of Parliament and lost to the extent of
hundreds of thousands of pounds and the
country be called upon to pay the bill.

Mr. Porrock: You said that you had
aiready assisted these people.

The PREMIER: I said
already had applications.

Mr. Hanwon: You said that two applica-
tions had been rejected.

The PREMIER: Three applications have
been rejected.

Mr. Peasg: Without any board.

The PREMIER : I am not suggesting that
every application will be accepted. We
might reject 300 applications. That is pos-
sible, and even probable.

Mr. W. ForGaN SMITH: You are bound to
zot applications from all the “ lame ducks.”

The PREMIER: I admit that; and that
is the rcason why it is proposed to estab-
lish a competent board to make investiga-
tions as to whether the security is adequate
and as to whether the State is likely to
beneflit as the result of the assistance given.
If every application that was made was
likely to be of advantage to the State, there
would be no necessity for a board. In such
cases the money would be granted right
away; but it is deemed advisable to appoint
a board with power to make a thorough
investigation with the assistance of the
Official Kvidence Inquiries Acts. I1f hon.
members will read the Bill, they will find
that applications must be accompanied by a
good deal of information before they are
even considered. We do not intend to throw
money away. There may be a number of
industries in the State to-day that would
be of advantage to the State if assistance
were given; and it is proposed to set up
this competent authority—constituted pro-

[Hon. A. E. Moore.

Then there is no need

that we had
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bably from persons within the public service
—to advise whether-it is advisable for the
Government to assist those industries either
by a guarantee of credit or by way of an
advance. That is the entire rcason for the
board. There is no intention to embark on
the wholesale establishment of industries all
over the State. 1t may be possible to assist
the industries of Queensland, and therchy
provide remunecrative employment for a
number of employees connected with those
industries., That is why it is essential that
the board should have that power. The
board will act in an advisory capacity, and
make recommendations to the Governor in
Council.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
thoroughly understand that the Bill does not
contemplate control or approval by the
board, which will be a function of the
Governor in Counecil, and that the board will
do largely the uspade work on which the
specizl determination shall be made. Infor-
mation of a far-reaching character 1s de-
manded before an application can be con-
sidered, and the board is givien all the
authority of the Official Inquiries Ividence
Acts to investigate thoroughly., In effect, the
board becomes a Royal Commission within the
meaning of those Acts, with power to call
evidence, to subpoena and cross-cxamine wit-
nesses, to demand the production of docu-
ments, and in countless different ways to
obtain authentic information that may be
desirable and necessary for the purpose of
deciding whether an advance should be made.
I am not objecting to these provisions in the
Bill, becausc it is essential that before any
loan is given by the State all necessary
particulars should be available so that the
public funds may be safeguarded as fully as
possible. That is not the matter to which
we 1re objecting; but it will be noticed that,
while it 1s contemplated under this clause
that the Governor in Council shall appoint a
board consisting of threec members having
these far-reaching powers that I have enun-
ciated, those members will have no security
of tenure -whatsoever, but can be removed
at tha sweet will of the Governmont of the
day- 2 most incomprehensible provision for
which the Minister has given no justification.
I am agrerable that a board should be estab-
lished, as it is essential; but it is also neces-
sary that the members of that board should
have power to make thorough investigations;
and surely in a matter of this kind it is
necessary that the members should have some
security of tenure. What a position would
be created if, for example, the Federal Par-
liament were to provide an amendment of
the Commonwealth Bank Act that the board
provided for the control of the Common-
wealth Bank would be removable at any
period! The whole practice of government
is opposed to the principle underlying this
clause, because, when any appointment of a
far-reaching character is made hy the Go-
vernment, it is the usual practice to provide
security of tenure. For instance, we gave
the Commissioner in charge of the Savings
Bank when it was operated by the State
security of tenure for a definite period, and
we dealt similarly with such officers as the
State Government Insurance Commissioner,
the Commissioner of Taxes, and other persons
holding high office in the State. Here is a
Bill which the Minister says will revolutionise
industry, will restore lost youth, as it were, to
the declining industries of Queensland, will
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ostablish new industries, and a large amount
of manufacturing will be done and employ-
ment given that does not exist now. The
Premier paints a glowing picture of all those
nice things which will happen in Qucensiand
under this Bill; but the whole structure of
the Bill depends for its permanence and
security on the good work that is to be done
by the board, according to whose recommen-
dations appropriations will or will not be
made. The public funds for which the people
of the Btate stand security will be advanced
to a very large extent on the recommenda-
tions made by the board; yet the Govern-
ment, the members of which when in opposi-
tion talked themselves hoarse ahout political
control and placing high officers beyond poli-
tical control. are taking the extrsordinary
course of appointing a board with such far-
reaching responsibilities that can be removed
at any time., The Minister says,  Read
further in the Bill, and ycu will s#e other
things.”” Why, the whole basis of the Bill
provides that the Minister’s desizion shall be
complete and absolute in certain cases!

18.30 p.m.|
This clause is in consonance with such
an idea. What confidence can the general

public have in a board of an advisory capacity
1f any member of that board can be removed
by the Minister if he does not make a
recommendation along the lines desired?
The Minister in charge of the Bill may
laugh at such an idea. Probably he may
yet come to realise that what I am saying
1s true. If the members of this board are
to give their best services to the State, it
is necessary and desirable that they should
have some security of tenure. Take, for
example, other institutions under the control

of the Government that make advances. Are
they subject to ministerial control? Only
to a limited extent. The men in those

positions are given security of tenure, and
are free from any victimisation by the
Minister of the day. This board, when estab-
lished, will be in the position of giving
advice to the Government; and if at any
time the Government are not satisfied with
that advice, or if the board fails to give
the advice that the Government of the day
desires, then the Government can accomplish
their object by gazetting any member or all
the members off the board and putting in
their places others who will be more amen-
able to the desires of the Government. Such
a position is absurd. Is there any financial
institution at the present time in Qucensland
controlling the advancing of money that pro-
ceeds upon such a principle? Is it not a fact
that men placed in the control of banks
and other institutions that advance money
have certain definite powers and a definite
security of tenure? On the successful carry-
ing out of the duties of this board depends
to a very large extent the success of this
Bill; yet the members are to be remogable
al the will of the Minister of the day. All
he requires to do is to prepare a minute
and gazette out of office a member or mem-
bers of the board. No public confidence can
be reposed 11 such a board; and the Minister
would be well advised to consider the deletion
of certain provisions in this Bill. There are
men in the public service who could carry
out the duties of this board admirably. Why
does the Minister not agree to give them
security of tenure? Why does he make
them removable at the sweet will of any
Minister? The whole position is absurd.
The Minister by virtue of his position, having
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wide and multifarious duties to attend to,
is not in a position to give the full time
that is necessary to investigate these things;
thercfore, the board called upon to give
advice should be charged with a certain
amount of responsibilitv. 1 do not propose
that in the last analysis that responsibility
chould be taken frem the Governor in Coun-
cil; but this board should be given definite
anthority in certain directions, and it should
be given definite security of tenure, other-
wise no Parliament or anyone outside can
have anv confidence in the operations of the
hoard.

Mr. BULCOCK {Barcos): The board will
he subject to the will of the Mlinister or
Ministers as the casc may be. A member
of the board who was giving trouble or who
would not do a certzin thing—who would
not meet the desires of the Cabinet—could
be dismissed from his scat on that board. It
is verv obvious that Cabinet must retain
responsibility and control of the administra-
tion; but it is also just as cbvious that we
should have a board that is capable of pre-
senting a case without fear or favour. 'The
men who constitute this board should be
given security of tenure so that they may
be able to make proper recommendations.
In other words, if they hold office at the
whim of the Minister or at the whim of the
Cabinet—if they hold office so long as they
please the Government of the day, and lose
office as soon as they refuse to carry out the
desives of the Government—it is very obvious
that no very useful function is going to be
performed by the board.

As the Bill stands at the present time, the
members of the board will have to be syco-
phantic or clse they will be dismissed indi-
vidually or collectively. We do not_desire
that sort of thing. We desire to_give the
hoard permancnes as far as possikle, and
also that the members of the board shall feel
that they will not be removed from their
position at the whim of the Minister whom
they may offend because they do not agree
with some desire expressed by him. For
that reason I beg to miove the following
amendment :—

« After line 45, page 2, insert the fol-
lowing proviso:—

¢ Provided, however, that any member
of the Board whose office has been
terminated by the Governor in Couneil
shall have the right to appeal against
such termination of his office to an
Appeal Board which shall be con-
stituted as may be prescribed or as
recommended by the Public Service
Commissioner and approved by the
Governor in Council.” ”

The object of this amendment is to give
members of the board security of tenure and
enable them to feel that they may at any
time express an opinion on the facts of a
case without fear of the consequences of
that expression. As the Bill stands, they
may have occasion to fear that certain results
may follow if they express opinions which
are unfavourably received by the Minister.
The right of appeal would materially
strengthen the members of the board. The
Minister would hesitate to cause the vacation
by a member of his position if he knew such
member had a right of appeal. If we are to
have an independent and virile board, the
members of which can express their opinions
without fear or favour, they must be removed
entirely from the possibility of coercion;

Myr. Bulcock.]
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there must be some provision made to pro-
tect them from dismissal, and that provision
is to be found in this amendment. Any
Tinister would hesitate to discharge a mem-
ber of the board unless he had a grave
veason for so doing. If a member of the
board has a vight of appeal to another
tribunal, he will have security of tenure, and
can only be removed for misconduct. So
long as he exercizes the integrity which the
State has 2 right to expect from him, his
position on the board will be sure. I hope
the Minister will accept the amendment.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. K. DMoore,
Aubigny): Hon. members opposite have
quite a wrong conception of what this Bill
is intended to do. They scem to think that
members of the Cabinct are going to get
their friends to come along and put their
cases before the board, whereas nothing like
that is intended under the Bill. The person
who wants to start an industry under the
conditions of the Bill will put in his appli-
cation to the board, which will deal with it.
The Labour Government appointed an Advi-
sory Board under the Petroleum Act exactly
under the same conditions, and that board
could be dissolved by the Minister.

Mr. PoLLock: It was not going to handle
advances,

The PREMIER: This board is not going
to handie advances.

Mr. Burcock: It is going to make recom-
mendations upon which the advances are to
be based; therefore, fundamentally, there is
a responsibility.

_The PREMIER : There is only the responsi-
bility of saying whether it will be a good
investment or not.

Mr. Brrcock : The recommendations of the
board are to be acted on by the Government.

The PREMIER : A recommendation of the
board will not commit the Government at all.

Mr., Bricock: Does the Premier suggest
that he will not adopt the recommendations
of the board?

The PREMIER: Undoubtedly I suggest
that the Government will do what they think
is best in the interests of this country; and,
if the board makes a recommendation which
the Govertment do not consider is in the
interests of the country, we will not accept
that recommendation. The board is not going
to be the final arbiter—the Governinent
«will deal finally with the matter. 1t is not
o question of the board saying, “ We have
made this recommendation, and it must be
carried out.”” I would not permit such a
thing.

MMr. PoLLock : As one cove to another.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I would remind the hon. member that his
remark is quite unparliamentary.

The PREMIER : The money will be avail-
able in the same way as under the Local
Authorities Act under which the Government
cuarantee the 1interest on certain loans
obtained by local authorities. It is only
really carrying out the suggestion made b
the KEconomic Board—that a guarantee should
be given in regard to the interest on deben-
tures. It is not a question whether it is
recommended by the board, but whether it
is advisable in the interests of the country.
The Government will have the final oppor-
tunity of saying ‘‘ Yes ”” or ‘“ No,” and it is
perfectly safe to leave things as they stand

[Myr. Bulcock.
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in the Bill. The Government may think,
when they appoint the beard, that it is a
perfectly good board, but they may find
afterwards that one of the members is unsuit-
able. or that his temperament is unsuited
to the work.

Mr. W. ForeiN SMITH: You may find that
he is temperamentally unfit.

The PREMIER: He may not be a man
of sound common sonse. Hce might be a
man who would jump to conclusions, and it
might be advisable that he should be put
off and another mar put on. We do not
suggest or admit that enybody is going to
be put off because he may not do what the
Minister or the Government want. I want a
board which has sound Dbusiness common
sonse, which will go into any matter sub-
mitted to it in a common-sense way, without
anv question of whether the applicants have
political views onc way or the other or
whether they are friends or enemies of the
Ministry, considering merely the question
whether the industry is a good one on the
facts submitted to it. That is the only basis
on which we can make a success of it.

Mr. Hyxes: If it is a good proposition, it
can secure the assistance of outside financial
institutions.

The PREMIER: I pointed out on the
sccond reading that moncy is very tight.
We have large conversions to make, and we
want to get £10,000,000 locally. ‘That means
that. when the banks have to underwrite
that amount, they are not looking for new
business. no matter how good the security
may be; and we say that 1t is possible that,
whereas a man might have to pay 8 per
cent, or 9 per cent. for his finance to start
a business if he went to a private institution,
under this Bill he may get the money for
o per cent, if he can get a guarantee behind
him. That is the whole question at issue,
and it makes a big difference in starting a
business.

Mr. Porrock: You know as well as we
do that you have not the mouey for these
purposes, and the Treasurer was told that
he could not get it.

The PREMIER : The hon. member scems
{o know more than I do; but he is only
putting up a supposilitious case. I say that
we have sufficient money to enable us to
help some of these undertakings, and we
dosire to have a board that will investigate
them on sound common-sense lines.

Mr. W, TORGAN SMITH (Mackay): The
amendment is designed to give security to
the members of the board. The Premier
said that, notwithstanding what the board
might advise, the Government would take
what action they thought fit. I can under-
stand a Minister rejecting an application or
a recommendation of this board for various
reasons. The hoard might advise that an
appligation for a loan is quite sound in itself
and recommend nccordingly o the Govern-
ment; but the Government might decide that
it is not a good enterprise to which to advance
State money, and that the enterprise 1s one
which should look for its capitalisation in
other directions. I can quite understand
that the final allocation of the funds must
necessarily be in the hands of the Govern-
ment. We have always done that in rospect
of loans to co-operative factories. An appli-
cation may be made for a loan of £15,000
for the purpose of building a butter factory.
The manager of the State Advances Corpora-
tion does not determine that, He and his
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officers investigate the whole thing, and make
a recommendation to the Minister, who
brings it bLefore Cabinet. If the money is
avsilable and the Government think it is
desirable that the factory should be built,
they make the loan. T can quite understand
the desirability of the Government retaining
in their"own hands the right to reject a
recommendstion; but, from the words of the
Premier, it appears that he has also in mind
the converse. That follows logically.

The Preuier: I did not mean that.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The
gentleman’s words coaveyed an
different expression.

A GOVERNMENT MEBER : You misconstrued
ithem,

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I am just as
well able to construe the meaning of a sen-

“tence as enybody in this Committec, and the
Fremier undoubtedly said thar, whether the
board recommended in favour of or against
a propesil, the Government would take wha

action they thought fit. In other words, in

hon.
entirvely

the event of the board recommending that

an application should not be ocntertained,
the Minister retained the right to recommend
it to the Clovernor in Council, and to say,
* Notwithstanding what the board may
;_1(]\’771'99, I think it is a good thing to invest
in.

The Preximr: That was not intended.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The Premier
said that, no matter what this board might
recommend, the Governnent could reject it
or accept it, as they thought fit. He said,
with all the arrogance, shall I say, of a
Minister not long in power, “ Who is this
board anyhow? It is removable at the will
of the Governor in Council. We are the
guardians of the public interests, and we
think that, in the interests of the State,
this advance should be made, and we will
make it.”

If the Premier considers thab it is against
the interests of the State to make an advance,
it will not be made, and he will act as he
thinks right, irrespective of the board. That,
in effect, is what the Premier said, and his
words cannot be given any other meaning.

The amendment is a perfectly reasonable
one., I pointed out before it was moved
that these men will be called upon to carry
out a very important duty not only to the
Government of the day but to the people of
the State. The loan funds of the Government
are limited. I know that they have approxi-
mately £4,000,000 to the credit of the Loan
Ifand  Account at the present time; but,
havirng regard to the position of the loan
market both in London and in New York,
they are husbanding their resources so that
they will not be left at the end of the
financial year without any cash in hand to
carry on the ordinary developmental work
of the State. [To the extsnt that the Govern-
ment make advances under the Rill to that
extent will the Loan Fund be denleted ; there-
fore, it is of extreme importance that the
most qualified board be obtained, and that
its members be given security of tenure.
There is nothing in.the Bill that commits
the (overnment to appoint men already in
the public service. Tf, for example, it was
proposed to appoint the Auditor-General. the
Stat= Insurance Commissioner, the Public
Curator, or the manager of the State
Advances Corporation to be members of the
board, that would be good and well, because
those men would have security of tenure
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by virtue of their present offices; but the
Minister may decide to appoint someone
outside the Government service. He has
compiete authority to do that. What man
of any standing is going to take a position
of such imnortance on any board if he can
Lo removed by a publication in the * Gazette”
that could be published in twenty-four hours?
The whole position 18 absurd. The amend-
ment provides a justifiable safeguard, and
one that will give confidence to the public
mind. It provides that, in the event of
any member of the bozrd being removed,
such person shall bave the right of appeal
to a tribunal to be established by the
Governor in Council on the recominendation
of the Public Service Commissioner. If the
amendment is .accepted, it will place the
members of the board beyond the control of
the Government of the day to the extent
that they cannot be removed for any frivo-
lous reason or some reason of policy. It
retains the sovereignty of the Governor in
(Council while at the same time protecting
the individual members of the board.
think the Premier would be very well advised
to accept the reasonable amendment moved
by the hon. member for Barcoo.

Question—*‘ That the words proposed to be
inserted in clause 3 {(Mr. Bulecock’s amend-
ment) be so inserted”’—put; and the Com-
mittee divided :—

AvEs, 17.

Mr. Bedford Mr. Hanlon

,, Bow ,, Hanson

,, Brassington ,» Hynes

,, Bruce ., Pease

,, Bulcock ,, Polloek

. Conroy . Smith

., Cooper ,, Wellington
., Dash ,  Wilson

., Foley

Tellers : Mr. Cooper and Mr, Hanson.

Noes, 31.

Mr. Annand Mr. Kerr

., Barnes, G. P. Dr. Kerwin

,, Blackley Mrs., Longman

., DBoyd Mr. Macgroarty

,, Carter ,» Maher

,» Clayton ,» Moore

,, Daniel ,» Morgan

,, Deacon ,,» Nimmo

., Dulfy ,»  Russell, H. M.
,, Dunlop ,, Russell, W. A,
. Fry . Swayne

., Grimstone ,, Tedman

. Hill ,, 'Toger

,, Jamieson ,,  Walker, J. E.
,, Kelso ., Warren

,, Kenny

Tellers : Mr. Carter and Mr. Kelso.
PAIRS.
AYES, Nogrs.

Mr, Winstanley Mr., Costello

,»  Stopford ,, Butler

,, Jones ,, DBarnes, W. H.

Baaolved in the negative.
Clause 3 agreed to.
Clause 24— Powers and duties of Board 7’—
AMr., W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): 1
beg to move the following amendment:—
“ After line 24, page &, insert the fol-
lowing proviso:—
¢ Provided, however, that before any
proclamation dissolving a Board shall
take cffect, such proclamation shall be
submitted to Parliament within seven
davs of the commencement of the sit-
ting thereof, and if a majority of the

Mr, Swmith.]
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members of Parliament prosent shall
vote in favour of the dissolution of the
Board, such Board shall be dissolved
accordingly :

‘ Provided further that if a majority
of members are not in favour of the
dissolution of the Board such Board
shall continue te exist and exercisc its
powers and authorities accordingly.””’

Clause 4 (2) provides that the Governor in
Council, when satisficd that the functions of
the board have been porformed, and that
there is no further need for the board, may
gazatte 1t out of existence. I do not kruow
whether in that clause the Minister contem-
plates the general repeal or suspension of the
aperations of the Bill. If he considers that
power is required to cnable him to suspend
the Act if it is not necessary to grani pssist-
ance, or if funds arc not avallable, then it
would be futile to have the board; but, if it
is intended that the Governor in Council shall
have power to take away from this Pariia-
ment its prerogative of abolishing or repeal-
ing a provision contained in a statute passed
by i, then it is wrong. Nothing should be
done by the Governor in Couneil to repeal
any law passed by Parliament. In that ccn-
necticn I would like to draw the attention of
the Minister to the fact that a Standing Com-
mittee was appointed recently in the IHouse
of Comimons, on the adviee of the Lord
Chanecellor, one of whose first public utter-
ances was to d1a\\ attention to the tendency
on the part of all Governments—it was s
ticularly noticeable during the tenure ol oifice
by the Baldwin Government—to take power
which, under the 'Con:titm\ion, is regarded in
the highest and best sense as the function and
under the Juuﬂdlctlon of the courts. The
Aungust issue of the “ English Revisw 7 con-
tains an article which mentions that the Lord
Chief Justice on one occasion called attenticn
to the fact that certain legislation had been
passed in England which gave the Ministry
of the day power, by the issuc of regulations,
to adopt new provisions in an Act passed by
Parliament.

{9 p.m.]

The Lord Chief Justice called attention
to that extraordinary power in a case with
which he was dealing, which involved the
pewer of the Ministry of Health in regard
to an order issued by the Ministry of Health
ordering a local authority to do certain
things. The local authority resizted, and the
matter finally came before the Chief Justice
sitting in jurisdiction on the King’s Bench,
and he decided against the local authority
in the case; but he went on to point out—

sshich 1s quite an unusual thing for a judge
‘m do—the extranrdinary character of the
statute that he was asked to adjudicate
upon, and he pointed out that under another
section of the Act the Minister had power to
set aside the decision of that court. The
tendency of Legislatures is to give Ministers
authority which should only be vested in the
law courts, and to give public servants a
control that is contrary to democracy and
means the establishment of bureaucracy.
The amendment that T have proposed retains
parliamentary control in this case.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigny) : This clause sets out clearly what
the intention is. It reads—

“Tt shall be lawful for the Governor
in Council, if and when satisfied that the
functions of the Board have been per-

[3{r. Smith.
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formed and that there i= no further need
for the existence of the Board, to declare,
by proclamalion  published in  the
¢ (azette,” that the Board shall ccase to
exist,”’
1[ there are no applications coming in and
the board is no longer required, Jg wiil be
wazetted out of oﬂﬁce for the time being. It
lias nothing ¢o do with the suggestion put
ferward by the hon. member that the Go-
vernment want to carry on Wxthout a board
at all. It will only be put into oparation
when there is 1o more work for the board.

Amendment (Mr. Swmith) negetived.

Mr. HANLON (lthaca):
eraph of the clause gives the beard all the
poswers, authoritics, and protection as a com-
si=sion under the Official Inquiries Evidence
Act. That is a preity wide power, and T
can see a difficulty arising aud perhaps a
good deal of tro: able for the Government if
the board exercises ils powers to the full
cxient. ¥Wor instance, the board is charzed
with investigating any proposed new indus-
or any proposad new business or works.
If «imilar works or factories exist in the
State, the board will be bound to investi-
gatc the position of the already existing
works. Tt will then have power to call
upon the owners of such works or factories,
their managers or employess, lo roveal con-
fidential information regarding their finan-
cial position. It is rather an extraordinary
power to give to an investigating board—the
powers of a Roral Commission—to probe into
the private and confidential affairs of any
business which may he affeated by the estab-
lishment of another industry, 1 hope the
Prerder will be able to show us some safe-
guard in that respect.

The second para-

The succeeding paragraph reads—

“ Regulations may be made prescrib-
ing the duties, powers, and respon-
sibilities of such Board, the regulation of
mectings, proceedings, and the conduct
of business of such Board, the appoint-
ment of a secretary or other officers (if
necessary), and generally such other
matters or things which it may be con-
sidered necessary or expedient so to
prescribe.”

I hope that is mnot intended to mean the
building up of a branch of the public service
attached to this board, and that the expendi-
ture of the State will be for the mainten-
ance of a mew department, and not for the
assistance of industry.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubignyy: It is intended to inquire into

particular industries. When an industry asks
for a loan in connection with its business, the
board has the right to get all information
availablo in connection with that business.
That is not a new principle. The board
appointed under 'the Pctroleum Act is given
O\a,ctlv the same powers

“For the purpose of such inquiry or
lnvestlgatxon the Board, if and when so
constituted, and each and every member
thereof, shall have the same powers,
authoutles and protection as a commis-
sion under the Official Inquiries Evidence
Act of 1910.”

It is quite a usual provision. The board has
not to inquire into all the business in Queens-
land, but into the industry it is investigating.

Clause 4 agreed to.
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Clause 5—'“ Power to make or guurantec
advances to corporations engaged in indws-
trics 77—

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo):
the following amendment: —

“On lines 7 to 9, both inclusive, pag-
4, after the word—
¢ concern,’

I beg

to move

omit the words—
¢ or for such other objects as may be
approved by the Governor in Council
by Order in Council published in the
“ Gazette.”

That will have the effect of making the Bill
specific instead of general.

The PreMIER : I will aceept the amendment.

Mr. BULCOCK : I am glad that the Pre-
mier, in his wisdom, has scen fit to limit the
operations of the Bill {o specific instead of
general purposcs. It scems to me that 1t
would be a very unwise thing to make the
oroposed financial assistance applicable in
such a general way as it would be under the
clause as it stands.

I desire to say a word or two about the
{ollowing paragraph:—

* Moreover, the Minister, in approving
of such application, shall take into con-
sideration the question whether or not it
is practicable for the applicant to obtain
a«slstano through the ordinary finzncial
channels.

-is obvious that applicants making applica-
tlon for finance or guarantens from the Go-
vernment would not come to the Government
if finance was available from one of the ordi-
nary financial institutions.

The PreEMIER : Ther might.

Mr. BULCOCK : They could gain no very
definite advantage by coming to “the Govern-
ment, nor would the Government be disposed
to incur a financial liability if some outside
institution without the guarantce of the State
was preparcd to accept the liability. As the
clause stands, it is provided that, it they can-
not get financial assistance from outside, then.
by inference, other things being mua] thev
shall receive favourable consideration from
the board. It scems to me that that provision
is put there for the specific objeet of
financing industries that could not ordinarily
ﬁnance themselves through the ordinary
chann#ls of finance.

That brings us to this consideration—that
under this Bill it is very obvious that shoals
of applicetions will be made by concerns
which have no real claims to financial assist-
ance.  If they had such a claim, they would
10t come to the State for asvistance. Onl N
those apphcantq who find grave difficulties
m the way of getting financial assistance
from the 1000"“1150(1 financial institutions will
come to the Riate and 1t is on that fact
(’hat we chiefly ba%e our opposition to the

Bill, more espeeially when we take into con-
*\deratlon the ultimate fate of the fajlures
under it I think the Minister has a'ready
suggested that there must of necessity be
some failures. If an undertaking fails \\h(‘l’l
guaranteed by the State, the State has
IYI(ul\O‘ good the lnblhtv If there is falluh,
in an 1ndust1‘, in which general assistance
hios been given, then the State has to et
1}10 loss and redeem it as far as it can by
solling the assets after waiting for a favour-
able opportunity. If we proposed to give
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gencral assistance, the position would be

materially altered; but the Bill provides
that the board shall consider whether a con-
cern which makes application for assistance
can get that assistance outside. It is obvious
that the board will say, “ We have not an
unlimited supply of money, and since you
can get financial assistance outside we shall
recommend that you do so.”” That would
be the obvious course to be adopted by the
board and by the Cabinet which is not pre-
pared to incur liabilitios which it can avoid.
That leaves to the Government the class of
epplicant who cannot get financial assist-

Ance from private inititut"on% Now what
the basis of the rejection of such applica-
tloni by private ipstitutions? Is 1t not

obvious that fundamentally the basis is that
the security is not sufficient for the liability
incurred ? Qbviously the criticism that has
been levelled against this Bill, that the Go-
vernment are going to get the “dud 7 enter-
vrises and the private financial institutions
nhe sound enterprises, i Justlﬁed If we are
going to get only the ¢ duds ’’—those under-
takings to which private enterprise will not
make advances—it must be patent to all
members of the Committee that the per-
contage of failures under the Bill is going
to be very high. When one vonsiders the
percentage of failures and the relatively
small percentage of succesies among new
compame . it is obvious that the Govcrnment
are going to undertake a burden out of all
moportlon to what they should be expected
to assume. In other words, private institu-
tions are going to get the cream of the
business offering, \\1th all the security that
reposes in it, and we are going to get all the
doubtful enterprises, with all the want of
sesurity that attaches to them.

Mr. FRY (Eurilpa): I would not have
spoken ou this clause had it not been for
the remarks of the hon. member for Baxrcoo
ty the effect that the Government will get
»1l the “duds’ and the private fustitations

will get all the good propositions. I am
1(\mndpf1 that, when the Co-operative Agri-
cultural Production and Advances to Farmers
Act of 1914 was brought in by the Denham
Government, the same crificism wus offered
by hon. membem oppomte-thaf tho Govern-
ment were going to get all the “ duds” and
the banks all the successes.

After working undor that Act for fifteen
vears, the farmers of Queensland now own
and men: ige sixty-four chease factories, ﬁfty«
one butter factories, and fifteen sugar mills
ard employ thousands of unionists at the
awapd rates of pay. These industries are
the only sccondary industries that have any
~t’nblhtv in the State—ztability made possible
by the assistance provided under the Co-
operative Agricultural Production Act of
1914. Let us now consider how that Act has
affected the general prosperity of the State.

The objeets of the Bill before the Chamber
are somewhat similar fo the obju"rs that
were contained in the Co-operative Agricul-
tural Production and Advances to Farmeors
Set o of 1914, The late member for
Drayvton. Mr. Lobb]ngton, and my“olf were
snceessful in hmmrr a motion adopted in this
Chamber providing for an extension of the
nrovisions of that Act to secondsry indus-
tries. but the Labour Government were mot
prepared to agree to that proposal. The
nresent Govornmont have now introduced this
Bill to give employment and to assist
cmployees tc become shareholders in_ irdus-
iries. That is the aim of the Government,

Mr. Fry.]
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The Bill is intended to operaie along lines
similar to the Act that I have mentioned.
Prior to the introduction of that measure
the farmers were not in the position to
furnish the security to secure sufficient
capital for their industry, but to-day
there is invested in the industries mentioned
epplo‘nmately £35,000,000; the number of
dairy farmers a:qoowtcﬂ with the industry is
22,500; the number of people engaged on
dbmv farms is approximately 38,000; and the
number of cows utilised is 570,000.

Mr., Peasg: All due to organised market-
ing.

Mr. FRY: It may be due in part to
organised marketing, but it is due primarily
to the assistance given by the Co-operative

Agricaltural Pro Tuction and Advances to
Varmoers Act of 1814, which the Labour Party
opposed.

Mr. Prasp: The Labour
responsible for all that.

%ir. FRY : Prior to the passing of that
4ct an enormou: quantity of primary preduce
was imported into Australia from New Zea-
land and other places, whereas to-day we are
cxporting primary produce and  giving
mnployment to approximately 38,000 people
on the dairy farms of Queens sland. The
position in Queensiand is that we are in nead
of industries.

Mir, PEasE:

»r. FRY:

Party wore

What zort of industries?
The

industrics which give
employment to our people.
Mr. Prasn: Name a few.
Mr. FRY: Anything that will use our

primary products. Are not the miners out
of work? Whs? Because there is no local
market for the coal produced. Doubtless,
there would be a market, if steel were being
‘produced in this State. Then there are
cotton, wool, and other essential commo-
dities.
Mr. Peasp: Your delegation stopped it.

tlr. FRY : No; the policy of the Labour
Government, which aimed at the socialisa-
tion of mduatry and the destruction of pri-
vately controlled industry, is responsible for
the present position. The principle involved
in the Bili now under discussion is entirely
differcnt from the ill-conceived object of

socialisation of industry. We aim to
encourage the cmployees engaged in any
industry to become part-owners of that
mdustry.

Mr. Pease: Have you read the “ Brisbane
Courier 7 on this Bill?

Mr. FRY: I am not concerned with the

“ Brisbane Courier” or anything else. I
rely on my own knowledge in this matter.
I would inform the hon. member, however,
that I have studied the factory statistics
relating to Queensland, which show that,
compared with the Southern States, our fac-
teries have been closing down at an unfortu-
nately rapid pace. Indeed, unemployment
was so bad that, when the Labour Govern-
ment ceased to funciion, there wero 46,000
uncmployed and 96,000 partly employed
[)ersons m this State. Qur aim is to stimu-
late employment by every means Vvlthln our
power. In this Bill an opportunity is pre-
sented to us and in the clause now under
discussion we have the crux of the whole
position.

Mr. Piask:
says about it.

[Mr. Fry.

Read what ‘‘Searchlight”
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Quesiions.

At 9.26 p.m.,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAXN: Under
the provisions of the Sessional Order agreed
to by the House on 22nd August last, I shall
now leave the chair, and make my report
o the House.

The House resumed.

The TEMPORARY
progress.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow,

The House adjourned at 9.26 p.m.

CiatRMAN  reported





