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1192 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

FRIDAY, 25 OCTOBER, 1929. 

Th": SPEAKER (Hon. C'. T.cylor, Windsor) 
took 1he chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QL'ESTIO::\S. 

H.EUEF OF UX!DJPLOY:\CEXT. 

:Hr. PEASE (Jl etbcrt) asked the 1'r0micr--
,' I-Ias he taken the nccr-ssary step~ tn 

r::i-e the loan of £300,000 for the rclic·f 
of uw,mplm·ment, as definitely st'f. fm'th 
in his statement to the Press dated Bris­
bane, 5th :\lay, as follows:-

' His schcne provided for the con­
Ycr~ion of the l:nemployn1cnt Insur­
ance Fund into an Employn1ent "'--\ssur­
anco Fund. To this would be added 
£300,000, which would be raised by a 
loan, ihe interc.st being payable from 
the £18,000 saved on mcrnbcrs' 
salarie:3.' 

As the interest has been provid:)d for in 
the reductlvn of n1c1nbers' salaries, and 
as i1nrncdiate relief of unen1ployrr1ont 
was promiccd, will he make the £300,000 
immcdiatelv avflilable from the Loan 
Funds nm·.·· in hand pending the flotation 
of the; special loan?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. J\1oore, 
A ubigny) replied-

" Loan money is procurable only 
through the Loan Council. The Govern­
ment has made application for its 
requirements for this year, but ovving to 
the present financi,d stringency the Loan 
CDunril has so far becH unable to 
approach the market. The GoYomment 
will carry out its progrannnc as it 
dccrns b(< in tho intcrc'.:ts of 1 he '~hole 
community, and the steps it intends 
taking will be dieclo'. -,cl in clue course." 

HEQl:E]T FOH novERX).L~'r St:DSIDY TO Jonx­
RTOXE Sl!lHE COCKC!L FOil H.H.ILF OF 
UKE~lPLODlEXT. 

711r. PE \SE (lhrbcrt) askul the Trca-
snrcr~ 

"In Yicw of the statnmcnts made ]; 
the Secretary for Labour and Indmtrv 
in this Assembly on Wcdnesdav, 23rd 
Octc.ber, that Government sub,idy was 
a\:.tilable to local authoritiec in connec­
tion with relic; works, will thfl Trea­
surer now n1;}ke available to the .Jnbn­
stono Shire CounciL Innj~faiL suhsid\· on 
loan proposals as momitted to the Trca­
sur(;r, ~·nd reforrinr;r to same. under 
date 3rd September, the Tre1mror 
advised ' tha-t consideration of the appli­
cation is deferred for the present'?' " 

Th. TREASURI~R (I-Ion. W. H. Barncc, 
1l'ynnum): replied-

" \Yhen the ,J ohmtone Shire Council 
has submitted a definite proposal, the 
matter will rcceivo fm·thcl· con;idcra­
tion.:' 

Pn~~:oxKEL OF PnJi"'o . .;;:..:D IIc:~PIT.\LS Co:u-
3IJSC,TO:-<. 

~,rr. DUKLOP (Rac·klwmpton) asked the 
Premier-

" In Yicw of ,_.,h'lt has appeared in the 
pape1 in conn~ction \vith the proposed 
appointment of exports to inquire into 
the hospitals q ucstion, will he say if these 

experts arc to be secured frorn fhc other 
States?" 

The PRE:?I!IER !Hon. A. E. Moore, 
A ubignp) replied-

" This rnattcr will recci,~c LEthcr con­
sideratio~L" 

PAPERS. 

The follovYin.._{ papers \vcre laid on the 
table:-

:!'\otice unclc'r the Diseases in Plants 
Acts. 1916 to 1924, re •-cindi, g; the 
Prorlc'rttation Jdado under those 
Acts on the 22nd September, 1927. 

Honsc Regulations 236 to 238 in~lue.ive, 
under t.l1c Prin1ary Producers' 
Organ1sation n..nd l\13.rkoti:tg Acts, 
1926 to 1928. 

HEAVY VEIIIC'LES ACT c\.:\IEC\TJ=I1E::'\T 
BILL. 

I:-<rTIATIOK. 

The SEl'RETARY FOl1 RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfroy J\Ior15an, Jiuri/'a::: I beg to 
move-

" That the Honse IYilJ, 2.t its next 
sitt]r,~, rc~olvc itsDlf into a Corn.tnitteo 
of the 'iVhole to consider of the dcstrablc­
ncss of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Heavy Vehicles Act of 1925 in cnrtain 
partit ulars.'"' 

Mr. PEASE (Ilerbe1't): I t.11led "Not 
foraral" to this motion became \\'8 dEsire to 
p-et so1nc infonnation. 

'The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You cannot 
get jt rct this stage. 

:\fr. POLLOCK: Then \Yhy udi ":\'ot 
formal" and hevo this farce c. 

The SPEAK.ER: This is not the stage at 
\Ylrich hon. members can get information 
concerning the contents of the Bill. 

Question ;JUt and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
RECEPTIOX OF RP OLrTIO~,s. 

The CIIAIR1.11A:\' OF C0:\11\IITTEES 
(M'r. Robert-. East Too1corJ1:1; a) presented 
the rc·solution's reported from Committee of 
Supply on Thur,day, 24th C'ctolJc r. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
1Fpnnum): I beg to move-

" That the resolutions be· now 
received.'' 

Qucsti<Jn put and passed. 

ADOPTIO:-i OF RESOLl'TIOXS. 

The rcsolntions being taken as r cad. 

Th• TREASURER (Hon. \V. H. Barnes, 
Trzn~n vdl): I bLg to ll10ve-

" That the resolutions be now agrerd 
to.~' 

:\fr. POLLOCK (Orcuor!J): Are '"" being 
asked to agree to thc·:e resolutioT1s en bloc, 
without diccussion? 

The ::OPEAKER: 'They \vill be called. 

And hon. members indicating a desire to 
discuss n''olutions 2, 4, 9, 10, 11, 15, 18, 2C, 
21, 24, 26, 28, 30, 33, 35, 38, 40. 42, 52, 53, 
54. 56. 61. 64, 65, 77, 89, 92, 84, 98, 104, 113, 
114, 118, 127. 

Resolution 1-" Aide-de-Ca,,.1p to His Ex­
cellency the Governor "-agreed to. 
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Resolution 2-" Treasury-Chief Office"­
::\lr. PEASE (Hn·bert): In connection with 

the Treasurer's statement of the receipts and 
expenditure of the consolidat-ed revenue, the 
loan, and the various trusts funds for thP 
financial year ended 30th June, 1929, I 
should like the Treasurer to give the House 
some inforrr:ation as to why it was necessary 
for the Auditor-General t.o make certain 
observations as to the manner in which thG 
accounts were prepared. 

In his report the Auditor-General says-
" In examining the statement. which 

was received by me on 31st August, 1929. 
I formed t-he opinion that the account 
< ,Jrrcnt of the Loan Account (pag-e 228) 
was not correct, and that the balance 
shO\vn at 30th J uno. 1929, was under­
stated br £250,000. 'Thern is an entry of 
:1:;500,000 on the debit side of the account. 
for a te,mporarv loan to the Common­
wealth Government, and on the credit 
,ide an entry showing tho r~payment of 
£250,000, portion of the loan. 

"'These entries have the effect of 
reducing the Loan Account lmlanc,, at 
30th June, 1929, by £250,000. Tcmporar0· 
loan,, have been made to other States on 
n1any occasions, but no entries 'vero 
passed through the Loall Account which 
\\·ould have reduced the balance of that. 
account in the Treasurer's Annual State­
ment. It would, I contend, be just as 
correct to reduce the loan balance bv anv 
sum placed on fixed deposit with a ban!~. 
The making of temporary loans such as 
t11e above, or the placing of loan funds 
on fixed deposit is merely a disposition 
of the loan account balance." 

There is al"o this obsen-ation by the Auditor­
General-

" I a:n also of opinion that the sum of 
£140.000. received from the Common-
1Yealth Government for adyances in con­
n" ct·ion y~·ith wire and wire-netting for 
sett ]or,, has not been correctly shown in 
the Tr<casuror"s acconnt. In the year 
1927-28 a sum of £70,000 of the' abovc\ 
amount was treated as an indebtedne"' 
to the Commonwealth Govern.ment, and 
1Ya, included in the total of the public 
debt. In the accounts for 1928-29 this 
£70,000, with an additional £70,000 re­
ceived, has boon excluded from the 
indebtedness to the Commonwealth 
Government. and is not included in the 
amount of the public debt." 

On page 2 of his r •. rort the Auclitor­
Gcn('ral has this to s17 :-

,, 1n respect to tlw foregoing. I haYe 
used throughout this l'Cport the !lgl.H'C.~ 
which I cono,idcr corrc'ct; it will bn 

howe1·cr, that they differ hom 
the Treasurer's Annu'll Statc­

rncnt to t ht extent of the amounts in 
quc.;:tion." 

It i" ,c·-:; w>tounding to find that vve haYe 
t~.~:o S2t~ of af'COUnts tO d0al 'Yith. 1rhi~ is 
the fir~t 1in10 such a thing has happrn0d 
:;:]nee I ha Ye b t n a mentbcr of this Chmnbcr. 
It is astounding to think thrrt the 11ccounts 
presented b:· the Treamrc r do not agree 
\'cith the accounts ]Jrf'S',ntC'd b:,· the Auditor­
General. To n1:,~ n1ind. that. is aL1rming, 
becau~r. if there should b3 uniformitv in 
rcgan1 to any accounts. 1t "'hould be bet,, ·~en 
the account~ ,ye di-:cuBs in this Chamber and 
the ac:ounts presn•1ted by tho Auditor­
U-cncraJ. \"'\~hen di'<:~us2ing our Estimates \VC 

should be in a position to know exactly how 
the different accJunts stand; r..nd thi:l year 
1nore particularly, vvhen Y\'.J are fa~ed with 
fm'·ncjal stringcnCJ and other nEtttcr3 that 
tho Trca.surcr and other hon. n1cmbers on the 
Govcrnrncnt side J1avc referred to, we \vant 
to br, in a position to know where "\Ve st:.1nd 
in rc;;·ard to finance. There 6hould not be 
a cliifcrenco of £250,000 between t11e Trer,­
surcr and the Anrlitor-Gcneral; and it is 
only right that "hou. members should have 
full information in rcg.1.rd to this matter. 
As I e,eti·1 before, it is a very strang,· fact 
th,1t "·o should. havo tv>o sets of au Junts to 
discn,'cs, one set presented by the Trcllsurer 
and another set presented by the Auditor­
GeneraL 

)1r. STOPFORD (Monnt }[organ): I hope 
iho Treasurer will give some reply to the 
criticisms of lhe Deputy Leader of tho 
Oppv;ition. I tako it that the object of the 
Deputy Leader of t.he Opposition was mu, ly 
to obtain infonnation in rcga,rd to the ~losi­
tion of the public accounts. I have read the 
explanation of the rrrr,v:;ueer in the YJ('\'\>>;­

papers, in which he stated that he hr:-d 
nclopted cc ne" method in regard to C'Jrte.m 
accounts without any desire to cloud the 
true fin:1ncial position. \Vo must accept that 
as being so. 

\Vc ha1·e clJvatccl to t.hc blue ribbon of 
the public service a man '"ho f01 many 
yeah \Vas Under Secretary to the Treasnry; 
and be draws the attention of Parlian1cnt 
and of the public gcncrall::· to the fact tlnt 
the system adopted ie a departure from the 
a.cccpted principle that has been in opera­
tion in this S~ato for n1any ye1trs. Take the 
average hon. 1n,~mber in this Hous~·. It is 
\"CrY difficult for us to understand l'' n the 
ordinary prc:)enttbon of account.: \Ye aro 
not account,·· nt.s, and whatever ac"'O'....lnts are 
mbmitter1 to thio Hoc1se t.~c·.· shonld b along 
lines ihat 1nake for sirnplicity. \Yheu a body 
of nwn h,nc be' m for y0~rs nccuston ,,cl to 
cli.;~cct arconnts rn·c·-.,c]lrcd to thi:-; 1-Iouse 
nndcr a ch~ar svRt.en1 l hn t thcv unch rst tnd, 
if a departure iS n1adc- frora that S:'-·;;;;tc-rn .• it 
makcc it verv difficult fm· them. The Trca­
·,nrf'r n1a.-.. - b.0 referring to a systcn1 '"hlch 
was in op-Tation vrhen ho "\Va-. Treasu:...,T pre­
viously. That mav be a .in tifiablC' at·ilud·' 
to tak0 up; but. J1c is making a changa so 
gra\ c that a highly qualified mr>1 such as 
ihe Auditor-General has deemed it n<'L e .sary 
io draw attention to the matter. SomE' reply 
to the remarks of the Deputy Leader of lhe 
Opposition ia necessary. 

The Sl'EA KER: I would like to state for 
the inforn1ation of hon. rncmbcrs that, \l'hen 
the Trcasnrer gc:t<:J up to reply in t:w drbate 
on these rP~olutions, 1 F-ha1l g-i;, e anlp1n tirne 
for an~ other rnernhcr to get up befcrC' the 
-:'\Iini_,r:~r· n?}Jics. \\1hen the }\linistcr r1sc-s 
in hie place a~.~ A'tat,-s 'vhat he \Yi~hcs to :·ay, 
no hon. n1enrbcr will be allowc·d to follow 
hir11. 

:'vir. I'OLLOCK: I ohject to that courRL'. 

The SPEAKER: Thc;c ,,-ill be ample timn 
gi\ en fer :tny hon. mcnJb('r to grt up and 
u'k a qur ,tion; but, after the :'vliniRter h:u 
~pokcn. tl·.erc will be no debate pc1·1niL.·d on 
~.n:- st.\L:-n1cnt he 111av 1uake. 

::\Ir. STOPFORD (Jfount Jforgan): Before 
ou confirn1 that decision, 1lr. Speaker, I 

;,,,ouid like to point out what appears to be 
tho coLlmon-scli·.,c position. If the Treasurer 
is going io dose the debate, it rneans that 

Jir. Stopford.] 
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hon. n1<~n1bers \Yill haye to tni_:;agc in a 
reaso1c~s rPpetit.ion of questions, whereas a. 
slig-ht explanation by the hon. gentleman, 
which would not close debate, might clc tr 

the atmocphcrc and prcvnnt a lot of talk. 
The practice has been for the :i\Iinistcr to 
speak when 11" likes. 

Mr. KELSO (TunrlCLli): I ran quite under­
stand hon. n1embcrs bcin? rather co::Jfu~c0 
at the presentation of accounts as they arc 
presented at the prcsent time. I am sp0aking 
now from the point of yiow of a pubJlc 
accountant. I think I can say I arn supposLd 
to know a little blt about thc;e n1attcrs; 
therefore I would like to make a few remarb 
before the Trra.:mrcr replie-s. Th~ '.vho1o 
sy~ten1 of 11nblic accounts as it has gro\VTI 
up frorn •,'U1l' to year has become rather 
cumbor~nrne to the average mind. '\\~hen 
one comes int·o this Houso for the fint time 
an·d stndic.- these accounts from the point of 
Yicw of an accountant, it seen1s th:::tt there 
might be nwrc sin1plicity. I am not going 
to s. v that, if I had the handling of the 
ac :olints. I could present then1 in a forn1 
which cculd be clearer to the average mind 
than thr:y arc: Lut. from cxpcricnc"' I know 
that a:3 a rule figures, in \Yhateyc r forrn 
they ar~ placed before tho ayerage 1nan, arc 
alv, a_J s ~orne'IYha t confusing. 

A GoYc~:x:JrE~ T ::~1"':\IBER: EYc .. l tJ an 
ac"ountant. 

1\lr. l(ELSO: In rna~v <'8-s:s, as the h0n. 
rncmb:~'-' ~aYs. CY{ n to Dn ac,~ountant. For 
sotne tir~1e ·r ha~ e giYcn considerable study 
to the f1gurr" presented to the Ilousc) of 
whi.._ i1 there arr a gro.lt mass. Speaking to 
the point 1.\iscd b.- the Deputy Leader of 
the Oppo~~tlo.a. :-..) far as I ~n1 roncerncd it 
js a E~~lttrr of choic~ for th:_- Trc"surcr to 

the a.c un"-s in the forn1 hP think_, 
Th1 \uditor-Gcneral does not rcallv 

JH'l_ '.!nt ac'.1HPt · to tho liou~c. \Yhat h8 
does is ro crl1 iciso the account~ --;y1)ich 
ha,·e bcc•'J ph'.~ed b: fore thc Ho>h' b:- ihe 
rrn_"'a~urer. lf the Treasurer, l)' ing lll'\Y 

r:rrca:;;u; :r, L different tV cf 
ing R.:couL~-: I-Iouso, ho h-·~ ;1 pcrft:· 
l0gitimate to ·do so. At the same timo, 
I wish to 1nah.:u it quitr-. cle~~r that I think 
tho .._\uditor-Gl'noral hns a right to connnrnt 
on the nuu1ncr in \.,·hich tht~ Troa~urer pro­
sent~ his acconEts to this Hou~e. Tho Audltor­
Gtnclal oe>runies an isolated, sheltered posi­
tion-as ir is only ri[iht that ho should. Ho 
oc,;-'upic-' a position sin1ilar to that of a 
judg(' of the Supreme C'ourt, 0xcept that. h~ 
i:-. dealiug· \Yith faci s and figurL::) in·-,tC'ad of 
la~x. If the Aurlitor-Gcnoral chooses to 
criti~isc the 1i1ethod which the Treasurer takes 
of pi\.'·'ntit'.; the publir account'. ho has a 
perfect right to do so. The ·whole ihing, to 
m-; mind, sccms to be this: If the Treasurer 
and +he Tren'Ltry officials think that on this 
occasion slight varlation \\·ould J.__,_ako the 
position clearer, they t ~'Ye a p :rfccL right to 
nu1ke that ..-ariation ... 

If hen. lL:<-'lnbor.:l look through t~1" public 
accounts, they v. ill find that evcrythin-;­
Auditm-Gcneral refers to is alrca·dv d< 
with in the Trc.tsurer's accounts. Ho has mcn­
tiOJwd the fact that £500,000 was advanced 
t.> the Commonwealth Government, and that 
portion-£250,000-was paid back b, the 
Comn1oll\Yealth. lcaYing a loan due bv tho 
CommomRalth of £250,000. Fol!owiHg thot 
up, tho comment-it is not a charge-the 
Auditor-General is commenting in the posi­
tion he hcJd>, and it is his duty to do so­
the Andrtor-Gc11cral. spr:1king 1n round 

[Mr. Stopford. 

figures, says that' the Tre.t~urcr si ,tes that 
he has only £4.750,000 to the credit of t]J,, 
Lean Fur_ d. ~\ccount. \Yherea:::. the bon. cent] c. 
man re:•lly has cClmelhin:c\· in the region of 
£5,000,0)0. If ~-on dissect the Trr ;,surer's 
figure',, you will find that the hon. gentleman 
h.·s ,tatcd the amomot he has actually a>.ail­
able, in case Parli:cmcnt should "ant to g J 

in for a bjg schcn1o imn1cdiab.-:ly involvir.g 
£E 000,0°0. 

The Treasurer '"ould then say, " I cannot 
meet a demand for so rnuch n1oJ1cv. I haYc 
J:ot got it, but I have £4,750.000." It ie 
well to bear in mind the real poi"~tion 111 

regard to short-dated loan . in London for 
example. If you dib.~cct such loans you \Yl11 
find that the principle adopted is that loam 
bearing a certain s1nall aL10unt of 1nL:rest 
r~._alisable at twenty-four hours' notice­
which is practically rnoncy invc,~ted in 
current accou11t-aro to ,dl i11tents and pur~ 
po .es cash. On the othu- hand, the £250,000 
', hich has been !o,cncd to the Commonwealth 
Government is not immhliatclv available. 
It may be out three n1onths. ·six n1onths, 
u· tweh·o months, and I think the Trea­
surer is perfcctlv entitled to show in his 
'.cnounts the amOll'Jt immediately available. 

\Yo mav get a little cnlight<~nn1c11t fron1 
n compa.n~on with a fixed dcpo::;it. If the 
Trc1surer f0und that he did not IYant n1oney 
for twelve monthe or two veare. he could 
put, that mono-.;- into fixed (L_,posit for thDt 
period in the Comn10nY\'"tt1th ur other bank. 
l-Io ~,,-ould bo perfct:th~ right :ia holding that 
it "\Yls not n1onev ·that \Ya~ in1tnodiatcl} 
ayailab]-:. It \vould be no use io tho Loan 
ITund until it \Vr-;;:, c1L'O. I think the Trt 1-

F'_trcr i- perfectly justlficcl in t.J_king the 
course he has don", and I an1 "nro the 
Auditor-General does not suggest that the 
ho.n. gentleman js tr:,-ing to n::isl~ad the 
nublic. All thP amounts to wl11ch the 
:\uditor-Gcncral has rcforr£>d re ::et out 
in the 'freasurcr's table'. and tho onlv 
quf ·_tion is as to t be \V ay the Trca?.u~·c'' ha3 
pn sented them. The c\uditor-G011 '!' !. from 
his ·:,oint of 1;jc~n-, thinks it won1d Le better 
to h.nyc done as be ~u~scsto;;) but thrLt is onl­
hi-.: opinion. lie rnay bo right. The Trca­
,-Jrcr may be right. If the Trca·,urer 
rhoos·.:s to do it as he has donP. then ho 
io pede< tly entitled to follow thrrt course. 

The other amo·oni- to which reference has 
bc'en maclo is £140,000 ad;-a.nced. by the 
Commonwealth to the Slaic for the pur. h s.­
of wire-netting. It is not included in the 
amount of the deL-L to the Con1n1mn-rct~th 
Govcrnn1cnt. I t d~.:c it that an10Ul1T is in 
t11c DBturc of a tru::;t uC'('OUlJt. It is loaned 
to the Trcasnrcr bv the Commonwealth. 
and it is held bv lh0 Trc'lsurer f<F cntain 
specific purpose· . .'' I l'f'ii''YG that, if it 
nnt to the Comn1onv. c·aHh. vrc 1.vould 
th"t that £140,00') ;, not, inc!uclccl i 1 

Corrnnonv-calth Joan expenditure. so 
the Trensurcr is only bringing his acr.tJur:-r, 
into line with th< oc•:om ts of the Co,nmon­
., 2alth. That £1"''0.0 ·,) in the C'rn1DYJn~ 
v;calth nccounts and in the Trulsn1·cr's 
accou-nts is rccogni~e:l .--;-.; a trn "t fnnc~. nnd 
hould not go jiito tbc Loan Fund. I feel 

sure that, with the csphnation of the Tre ;­
~.urer. hon. n1cn1bers \Yill ag-r-::"c that 1t 1s 
mcrclv a qne>tion bchYcen the Auditor­
GcneJ:al and the Trc "urer cs to how the 
accounts should l1e pre'iC·ntecl, and in which-
8VPr -wa~7 they arc presented they nre right 
both from the point of Yiew of the Trea"ner 
and the point of ;-i0w of the Auditor­
General. There is nothing \"iTong. Each 



Supply. [23 OCTOBER.) Supp 7y. 1195 

has a perfect right to present the accounts 
in the y,·ay he thinks. The Treasurer has 
not concea!C'd anv amount. The Auditor­
Gc wral n1crcly f:=ays, "If I were doing it, 
I would do it this way," but be is not the 
Treasurer: :llthough, as Auditor~General he 
has a pcrfrrt right to sav th .. t th,,t shbu!d 
he done. He does not' sug;ccot that the 
T;_·ca:<.urer has dono anything tn2,t he "'hould 
not have done. I feel sure that tho Trea­
surer v i}l be. e.blo to nmplify hi; cxplana­
tton anct s-nsf~- the :House- that whr>t he 
ha.s done l!:l pel·fcctly correct. 

[11 a.m) 

PO,LLOl)K ((!regory): :\Ir: Spoak,er, 
not at- ,ne to discus::; your ruhng on tn1s 

'rote. ~ou J1av-o alr£'ldy giYen that ruling, 
hut I \' dl not be pre,-onted from raising the 
qnestion on the next Yotc. I leaYl that 
rnatt( r for the n1ornPnt. 

Dcolin2: ,-ith the qtwstion raised h;~· the 
.\ud!to;:-Generaltn his critiristn of the method 
of the Tr0 tsurer in presenting the finances 
of the St-J.te, it would appear to a person 
1vho is onh· ordinarily o.bscrvant that th·o 
Treasurer is endeavou'ring to do what he 
did after the 1915 election. It \vill be remem· 
bered that at that t-ime the Labour Parb 
came into office, and the present Treasurer, 
who was the Treasurer of the defeated 
Government prior to 191.5. endeavoured to 
make it appear that th.e Labour Partv 
ao·umed oflice with a very full Treasun:. 
It is apparent that the method of the 
Treasurer in presenting t-he finances-! do 
t:ot S<- '? lt is a dishonest C'ndE 'lYonr, I "l.Yould 
not go oo far as to say that, but it is an 
extraordinary endeavour-has been adopted 
for the purpose of making it appear that t-he 
balance to the credit of the Loan Fund is 
less than it actually is. That is the imprcs­
cion sought to be conveyed to t-he general 
public. That is the onh· conclusion one can 
draw from the remarks of the Auditor­
General. IIc: f'ays quit<' plalnlv that £50f1.000 
wc~s loaned by the Queensland Treasurer 
from the Loan Fund t-o the Commonwealth 
GoYcrnmont. I-Ie also says that £250,000 of 
that sum has been repaid to the Loan Fund 
of Qn- n:_,far:f': he rrl~n :-,av·,: tl~'1t thP :02~0.C·l0 
which i' still owing is an asset of the Loan 
Fund, and is at call at eny tirN 

Tlv~ TREA~l'RF.R: Th~t is not C'Ol'l'C'ct. It 
is not at co.ll at any time. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That would appear so. 
eccording to the met.hod of presenting tho 
finc.nces. 
Th~ TRE.' ~ l:RER: It is not so. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It was ldt to the Auditor­
General tD point out that the position was 
not as it 'lppoarcd. This is the first time in 
m:o- c xperience that t-he ~\uditor-G0ncr<>l hns 
found it nccessnry to point Dut t.o Pm·lia­
ment that a Trca-urer's method of prf'scnting 
the finances "·as unusual, and that a depar­
ture h:Jd been made. The Auditor-General 
quite distinct-ly points out that the £250.000 
stiil owing by the Com.monwcalth is loan 
money, temporarily loaned. Yvhen it is repaid 
to the State it v.-ill still be loan mono·•. 
v'.'hv. tlt- jJ, th0 ·effort to cover up thnt 
amount? \Yhv. i-hcn, the efforr to tnake it 
appear that. the Labour Partv left a credit 
bnbnce to Loan Account £25o.or~ less than 
the actual amount? That is the position. 
It is difficult to find anv exnlanation fM 
the posit-ion. The Treas~rer has obviou:_.b 
endeavoured, for political purposes. to •·ho>v 
that the finances of the State in the Loan 

Fund Account are less healthy than they 
actually ere: and apparently he has done 
rt for the purpose of eventually being able 
to say that he started with a lc-scr Loan 
Fund credit balance than he actually had; 
and as a result of his method of financing, 
he was able to make it appear bettnr thon 
1\. actually is. There is no oth•·r explanation. 

Mr. \VARRE;o;: The money will be repaid 
during the present year. " 

::\Ir. POLLOCK: Of course it will come 
back; but it was not proposed to show it 
under the right heading. 

Mr. \VARREX: NonsenP·'. 

J\Ir. POLLOCK: The method may be the 
peculiar method of the Tre.:. ·urer himself. 

Mr. :\lAX\' ELL: You arc charging him 1vith 
n1isleading the lious2. 

iilr. POLLOCK: I did not- even think it. 
Mr. ::\1AXWELL: You arc sfiying it. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I do not sav that the 
deal was a crooked one. I stated that for 
political purpmes, the accounts were adjusted 
so as to enable tho Treasurer eYentua1lv t-o 
show a b•·ttcr balance in the Loan Fund 
Account. 

J.lr. }1 \X'\ _._:r.L: y,~hat is that L~1t a ch:1rgc 
of misleading? 

Mr. POLLOCK : I am not even thinking 
these !hinge, but. I have an <lcti,-e mind. \Ye 
and the public, who ,may not be thinking 
thr'c thing~. al~o haYc artiYe rnintls. \Ye 
ehould like to have an explanation from the 
Trca.surer as to \vhat the peculiar method 
of book-keeping to "-hich the Auditor­
General has drawn attention actually me<tns. 

~1r. \\T\ST.U\LEY (Q'rc' nton): I 
li,tc·nPd to the hon. mcmb0r for :'\und.,h with 
" good rlc 1! of inl·'rcsL kno\\·irw qui to well 
1hrrt h0 i~ a pnbljc: nrconntant~ Bnd it. quite 
C' ·_pubic of rli~seding figures. and 01Jg-ht to 
be quitP \ ap1blc of giving- a prrfr:ctly £ea:>ibl0 
cxplannlion of the ::hole position; bnt I 
n1ust c1nfcf'~ that, 'vh0n he -:.at drnvn~ I v>as 
in ju: t a~ Lig a fog as before he rose. 

]\11·. Kn qo: That is rwt my fault. 

::\Ir. \YINSTANLEY: I o.m quite pre­
p,u·<?d to ad1n~t ihat it rnlght be n1v fault; 
hut wh0n the hall. mombPr shtecl that the 
Treasurer "\YftS rig·ht. nnd \Yhen he sbttcd that 
the Auditor-Gcne!·al ali'o was ri-;ht, and when 
the Auditor-General i1< •; stated that the 
Trra~urcr is w~:ong. it 1nuf't he adn1itted that 
the hor>. mrml r did not clear up that point. 

There is no ambiguity about the statement 
cf the .\uditor-General. It is clear and dis­
tinct. 1-J" sbtc, that h2 formed lhl' opinion 
that ihc Lo1_11 ~\ccount~ as presented on page 
.__28 of his rt>port, ''n:ts not corr0rt. There is 
Hothing n1islctrl.ing oe an1bignous about that 
ctatcmcnt. It is a plain · traightforward 
,j 1tement. He abo points out thct in times 
gone by sirni1ar trane-actioLs took pla.ce on 
trlGre e1an 0118 OCCasion, and they \Verc not 
~.~:o-,vn in the _g,mc 1nethod as they aro no\V 
ill'ing shown in the accounts. I know quite 
w"ll that. ·when the Trt. tsurer previously 
nccupied that position, moneoy \..-as lent to 
other StatPs as ehort dated loans-I think six 
months--and. when the Labo!lr Party were in 
power, I b·•iieYo the same kind of transaction 
al·o took nlac0. If the prc·•C'lt method of 
placinP' tb'e finances hefore the public is 
correct, then the method prnviously adopted 
Yvas 'vrong. If that is so, I novce heard the 
Treasurer tak~ng any exception to it. I never 

Jlir. Winstanl(y.] 
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hcrrrd th t p1·ovious Treasurers had adopted 
wrong methods, ou· had not ·'placed the finances 
before this Chnmber and >he countn in a 
correct manner. There is no question that 
i he two methods differ. I am just wonder­
ing· whether the hon. member for Xundah 
\vould present a balance-sheet to somebody 
which did not show the full amount of aswts 
available. I heard him state yesterday that 
he "as -a tl'llstce; and I am pel"fcctly certain 
that, as a t~·ustcC', he would not thin~;: of not 
((isclo'3jng in a br~lance-:3hect certain n1oney 
which should be shmYn. 

=.\fr. l{ELSO: You are confusing two 
different things. 

Mr. \VIXST..'~c:'\LEY: The statement of 
the Auditor-General is plain and distinct. 
He says that he formed the opinion that the 
method a.dopi •d by the Treasurer was ncJt 
con·ect; and he goes on to say~ 

" T.. :1porary loans have been made to 
other St•t·c on many occasions, but no 
cntries "·ere passed through the Loan 
Account "hich would have reduced the 
balance of that account in the Treasurer's 
Annual Statement." 

The1t has been done on this occasion. 

I, together v .. ith other hon .. n1cntbcrs, look 
fon: anl with intcrc "t to the explanation of 
the Tnasurcr. I know that he ha" made a 
certain sta.ten1ent in the llC'\Vspapers; but I 
do not know whether that statement satisfies 
the Auditor-General, \\ ho has no opportunitv 
of replying to it; hut I do know that hi"s 
explanation doe\ not satisfy the public. 
\Yhik the action of the Treasurer is not 
actually wrong, it is not a plain statement 
of the case for. while the £250.000 which has 
be€n loaned to the Commomvealth for the 
time being is certainlv out of the f'tatc it 
"ill reappear in the T~·e:tsur7 uefore -the ~ne! 
of the w•:._r; aLe! the Lo >n Account ,,-ill lhen 
appear in a better position than at the pre­
sent time, and will be credited with the full 
amount of loan money-viz., £5 000,000. 1f 
the Treasure1 can offer no better 'explanation 
than that given b~ the hon. member for 
1\undah, then the po:sition is not vcrv ~atis-
factor0· " 

:VIr. HANLOX (ltlwca): Xo cnc in this 
Hou'e has made any suggestion that the 
Treasnrer has clone anvthing dishonest in 
this matter. Xo one wo~lcl attempt to think 
th~t he has run away with that quarter of " 
1n1lhon: but 1.yhat we do want to call atten­
tion to is the fact that, bv this new method 
of accountillg, he has encleayourcd to -how 
i he t ash baleonL2 iu the Lo<n Fund as lefl bv 
the Labour Go,·enu11ent a onartcr of a n1i1lioi1 
le•,s than it actua1ly i3, an(l al~o T"\ ith a Yicw 
to :::hawing n0·'d YC!..~r l1is own transactions 
during the current year in a better light. 

::.\Ir. I\::ELSO: You cannot giYo a !oan to the 
Co1nn1onwcnlth GcYcrnn1cnt and have the 
~mnc cash balance 3:; you had prior to grant­
ll1g' the lo, .. n. 

~Ir. ~"I.\ '\:\\TELL: He does not know any 
better. 

}1r. HA:'\LO='i: Let us look at the Loan 
Funcl Ar•"Otmt In the first line of the 
,, Cl:ount there appears the entrv-

" B.1~:wcc, let Jul:·, 1928: £5,651,807." 
In the Treasurer's ne2~.t Financ~al State­

ment he will show the balance carried 
forward in the Loan A0count at £4 825 284 
thcr('1 iV rnaking the amount to cr'cdit of 
i he ;;crou.nt at the con1nH~nccn1Pnt of the 
:>crir sllo11 £250,000 less than it actultl!y 

[Jir. 1Vinstanley. 

1~. Actuallv the Trt.·as.urer has taken over 
'.his voar with a balance in the Loan Account 
c.[ £·5.075.284. It is not so much the pre,ent 
stateiTtPnt that \\8 are con1plairnng about, 
but rather the effect that it will have on 
the statement that will be present~d to­
Pariiament next vcar. when the ecnunencing 
blance will be ;hown at £4,825,234 instead 
of £5,075,284. No one suggests that there­
IS auything dishonest about this rnatter,, but 
we do say that the system which the 'Irea.­
surer has introduced tends to show that m 
the last year of the Labour Administr:ction 
! he Loan Account balancf• is £250.000 less 
than it actually is. To say the le&st of it. 
i;; is not correct bookkeeping. 

A •wther thiug which fits in with this 
svstem is that the Treasurer is budgetmg 
f~r £3,355,507 for the coming year so far 
as loan expenditure is crncerned. and bas 
to give some reason to the public for not 
providi-ng the evtra £2,000.000 that was 
promi'"'d. The Government definitely pro­
mised to proYiclo an extra £2,000,000 for the 
relief of unemploy1m·nt, and it ;voulcl be yery 
difficult to explain away why the money 
' as not provided if the Trea·,nrer Fhov-ed 
ihnt the Loan Account balance we,s over 
£5.000,000 when he took over. It ~ounds 
YtTv 111nch nicer from his point of v1ew to 
sho~v that balance £250,000 less. There is 
IJothing dishone::ot: about it, but I C'lai]n that 
the system has bn2n introc~uced to enable 
the Treasurer to secure a political advr.ntage 
in the next financial year. 

Tht> THEAS'CRER (Hon. \Y. I-I. Barnes, 
H'ynn'1m): The hon. member who has ju:'t 
rc-~uri!cd his seat a.nd other hon. rnembcrs 
opposite have e•:idently '?verlookcd. the f~ct 
that there is a svstcn1 111 coHnccbon w1th 
fi!w .. nLe which is. Ordinarily follo\,·ed jn the 
commercid ,-orld. The hon. "'ember for 
Ithaca stated that certain mane: s were li',<ely 
to (.Omc in before the close of the prr, ''llt 
financial year. That is perfectly true but 
I would draw thcc attention of hon. member. 
to Jho fact that the £250,000 referred to is 
not cash in hand. Further, "'hen that amount 
is repaid, the Treasury will show it in its 
next return. 

\Yhat is the pc.s1tion with regard to Iota! 
authorit~v loan~, for instance~? Bep...'lyr.:-d::nt; 
on account of principal and interest "-PP?ar 
n-=; being r0ceivcd during the year in_ '"'lnch 
they arc actual!:· received. In makmg up 
hi;;; return~. ho1v could anv husn1e~-,s man 
c-;how a prmnis:-:rJr_y . note :'~l1ich l~e had

1 
,9~ 

lu~nd UtHlcr th€ twachng vf C:-t;;;h 111 han , . 
:\Ir. PoLLOCK: \Yhen you knO\Y the money 

is a yaila1Jle, it is an entirely different 1natter. 

ThP TREAS1JRT":.R: There is apparently 
a diffcrcnr'J of oninion b('hYecn us. as to 
th"' l1laJll10l' of keCping accounts, but, aft~r 
n ll I am the officer rc .. ponsible to th1s 
II~u~e. After the Treasurer's Finanrial 
Staten1ent had be,'n prepared :d1d pre;,entl·l 
to the House, the Auditor-General camA to 
'o·ce me, and yentilatecl the matter now under 
discussion after hon. members had b--en 
nrat tically pi ,~cr:d in possession f'f a1l the 
fad" connected with the matter. 

Auditor-General hoc! felt that I w 
a rnictakc, at lease it would have been 

rnurt·cors for hiE1 to haYe come to me before 
thP a~-countE' \Ye-re presented to this 1-Iou~r·. 
I ha-;c ~rrid in this H cuse ]H'CYiousl;.~, and I 
ti!pP:-lt it. that no 1nan wl1o kno·"·s thP­
Anditor-General >Yould suggest that he would 
c1o an itnprorv r thing by m0. I have l ~en 
a cociaJ.cd with him as Accountant to th•_' 
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Troa.'ury, and later· as Auditor-Genera!, and 
I would not suggest that he would do any­
thing that was not right, but I think it would 
have bo~n at least nice of the Auditor­
General to have come at the early stages 
and said to me, " I think you arc making 
a mistake in connection with the furnishing 
of your accounts." J3ut he did not do so 
until after the accounts were laid on the 
table of the House. I answered the Auditor­
General when he interviewed me and stated 
that I could take no exception to his perforrr.­
ing what he conceived to bo his duty. 

Mr. PE.\'iE: ,~n auditor do2· not do that 
with a private co1npany. 

'I'hc TREAS'CREH: 'I'he hon. rneml·cr 
does not like the explanation. The fact 
rmnains that thl.s loan 'vas for a fixed period. 
The hon. ll1C'Illbcr for Gregory said that I 
coulrl r-:tll it up at any 111om.ent. It is a 
ftxed loan for a certain period. 

~1r. PE_\~E: It represents cash. 

The TREAS'CRER: I did not disturb the 
hon. n1c1nber while he was speaking; ho 
z•yidcnti.'- doe., not like my reply. A pro· 
tnisso,ry ll'Jtc rloe>; not represent cash. I can 
remember }lr. :\Iica>vlJer, >vhon he had 
-;:.:igncd -~- pro1ni..:.sory note, Sc·:ving, " Thank 
. God, that clPLt'~ 11aid/' but I do not kno\v 
t 1mt it i\ rrs paict. In this caco the Auditor­
CPrH'l' •.1 j.;; quite '":ithin his rights in calling 
att.~"'tion to any matter rela!ing to the public 
a~cunnt,. That is his duty, and tho public 
wi!l him fDl' doing- any!hiug which 
h'~ ].( r~ to be his du-:·;.~. Seeing that 

nlcndJcr;, lmvc taken the opportunity c,_._ 
into ' I-Iansard " ~on1ething that 

the Auditor-GcnPraL I think it 
for 1ue to g2t n1y rcpl:,·. which 
the public papers. aL·o inserted 

Jn This is wh[ct I said-
" In rny opinion the Audito1·-Gcneral. 

1n his rcn1arks with reference to the 
lorw to ! he Commonwealth 

has given undue prolninen,;e 
to the nHltt:~r, which thP circtnnstanrcs 
do net iustih. He <t ;tes that I have 
und 1..'5ta'tccl !he balanc<: of th'-- loan 

r,t 30th June, 1929. bv £250.000. 
t.;; of the cnse are thR't this surn 

'· t:!.:-. not in the ca~d1 balance of the acc0unt 
f .1 tlJat datr. a:-: it was on te1nporar.' 
lo::: n to the Con11110IJ\Yca1th Govcrnn1ent. 

Auc11tor-Gencra1 further ren1orks 
1 I t ·Li~Jorrrr~· lo:-:ns have been 1nade to 

ut her St ~. te3 on 111any occasions, but no 
entrie.:: v:cre pa""'ed through the Loan 
AeroP.nt. That nu1y bl' Ro. hHt bl','rtU"~' 
t~c Trcnsnry arcounts \Yere presented in 
a ccr~: in 1n:_:nner on nrey)ous occasions 
doe·~ :-;ot bind n1e to~ foJlow the same 
Jll'rrcticc. I contend that I gave full pro­

to f 110 transaction in n1v Budget 
on 25th September l~st. In­

mY SJWcch (pag·c 7) are the cash 
of the Loan Funrl in which 

lo0n tn thL Con1n1ony:;ca \th Govern­
mcllt of £cl l.COO. and the rcn:vment of 
a portion-£250,\'JO-are clcarh: set out. 
and I Q.''lYe an explanation of tho matter 
(page 8).'' 

The faC't:;; arr \ crv c1ear1v ·"·:t out in H:.at 
3t ;femP!lL On0 hOn. n1f'IT1ber thjs n1orning 
v, antetl f-'J hn~Jlv that it '\Yas done primarilY 
for po i it· c ,] purposes. " 

1fr. P ~~\SE: Porish the thought ! 
'fhe TRE~.l,SL.~RER: I am vorv glad to 

hf·ar thA hon. lllomber say . " Perish the 
thought!" He may say it 'sarcastically; hut 

I want to remind this House that, if the 
hon. member would pursue practices of that 
kind, the present Treasur ~·r ,. ould not. \Yhen 
people have truthful minds, naturally they 
assume that others will regard things of this 
kind in tho same light as themselves. How­
over, let me continue my statement to the 
press-

" Further1noro, the transa·ction is set 
out in 'Tablo E of the table accompanv­
ing my Fimt.ncial Statement. Ne att0mpt. 
·was rnado by n1e to coYer up the fact 
that £250,000 was on loan to the Com­
monwealth Government on 30th Juno 
last. and I maintain tha.t. the explanation 
in rny Budget Spoccli., together lvith the 
tables which I have mentioned, m:dw it 
amply clear that that sum wac not 
included in the cash balance of the Loan 
Account on that dat<>. If I h"d desired 
to cloak ihe matter, I could have omitted 
any jllcmtion of it in n1;, speech, and 
could haYo deleted the cLtriu from the 
published statuncnt in the tables. This 
v;on!d ha vc nee .. ,sibt.~ cl showing tho 
tran:caction as a footnote to tho sta tc~ 
ment of the Loan Account. to th<' effect 
that £250,000 was on tornporar;. loan to 
the Cornrno:nYcHlth Go\·ernrne-r:.t. T0 
have dono this >Vot!kl. in m:; opinion . 
ha\e laid 1ne oncn to the accusation of 
trying co hide 'the matter. I have 110 

hosituiion in asserting that the P'sition 
has bee a correctly sho\vn by me." 

I ~·<l.V ihat, not':"ith~tanding v;hat tho Audi­
t or-General has aid. lie is gcnncn1an 
for whom I lnvc t 1 c greatest respect: bnt, 
after all, it is on] a quution of \Yho is 
rjght. It nrty be :1 qne:~tion of "fifty-flfty" 
as to >vho is right. I think the practice of 
the department i.s right. and I have the 
courage· to strrncl up for it and drfend it in 
this Huuso. That is the position to-day. 

"Another subicct to 'vhich the ~Audi­
tor-G-eneral gives pro1nincnco is the 
1nn nner jn which adYancl -, undt'::: the 
\Yire and \Virc Kctting Agrocme.:t !>aYe 
b··cn dcnlt \vith. Hu giYes it as hi~ 
opmion th~t the sum of £140.000 i'Occivcd 
from the Con11nOn\ve:11th GoYCl'lln1PDt ha'3 
not hecn corrcctlv 'how:1 in the Troa­
sul'rr's .\cconnt~. VI 1na v ~a that. before 
this iten1 was on1ittc(1 V fro~n the public 
debt of the State. the Commonwealth 
Tn,lsury was COll-_:llted, a:1d the SiJt: 
Trcasur:.· v 'S acL~isL 1 that the Corn­
Hll.H1\.Yea.lth Go''crnn1cnt did not include 
th-~e adYcnl~es in loalB o·---ing; by the 
States to the Conln10n\;·t :tlih." 

ask if a Trea~Sun~r f'ould ha Ye follo1v 'd nnv 
other praciic·~, after hasing appcalc-J to t218 
C'mnmonwcalth GoYernn1cnt ': 

"These advances are no-t incl1Hlcd in 
the public debt for the purposes of the' 
Financial Agreement. rrs the \iVir·· Xet­
ting ~\greement eont ins spcciaJ inking 
fund provi~ions. It '· as decided to trGnt 
these advances as a. trust account. and 
thov are sl-to,vn in the Trensnror'5 Statc­
n1c;1t accordingly.'' 

(Opposition interjections.\ Labour Gm·ern­
n1ents never do anything wrong. I ,__;uppose. 
\Yhen they oppose \.':uch things as v;orkcrs 1 

dwellings-ac thPy did when that Bill was 
introdw d. for instanrc-f'o!notinJes th v do 
things ,-;-hich aro vrrong. Tlw staten1011t con­
tinues-

" I ma:.- add th>tt vVestern Au tralia, 
which State also reoci.-es ad\·ance, under 
t,ho \V ire ]\" etting Agreement, does not 

Hon. W. H. Ban~es.] 
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includ0 the amou.nts in the public dcht 
of that State, and the Commonwrc dth 
Trcasnrcr tr~·'lts thcn1 as quite apart 
irom the public debt, of this State." 

Talk about the public outaido! I venture to 
say that !hP public outside will pay at loaot 
as :much o,ttcntion~and pcrb'lps a good deal 
more attrntion-to the cxplr·.nation of the 
Treasnrcr, for the Treasurer can at lc~st 
sav this-<tnd he challenges anyone oppos1to 
to. dispute it-that he has coneistently pur­
su·,d straight practices in his pnblic life. 

:J.-=r. COLLIXS: Is that a reflection 01 the 
Auditor-Genera!? 

The TREASL"RER: It is not ~ reS.ection 
on the Auditor-General. Notwithstanding 
the ir:sinuatior;s that were made be some 
hen. 1nernbcrs in a very " sugary " kind of 
waY-the iu~inuations which \YOre n1adc th;;_t 
imProper thing··" wer3 done by n1c--

:Hr. PoLLOCK: You are an artist. 

The TREA~l:RER: I would not care to 
be such an artist as the hon. me1nber for 
Gro"orv. I do not covet to be an artist in 
that Yt av b::cause. if I ·did become an artist 
in that ·~~,a'.~ I ·might go to the "tote'' and 
get certain" money and bcr:ome excnedingly 
liberal after\,ards with -what I got. But 
vcrhaps it would be as well if I did not say 
any more on that subject. 

Resolution 2 (Treasury-Chief Ol!ice)­
agrced to. 
RP~olutions 3 to 10, both inclusive, agreed 

to. 
Rr·olution 11-" lJcpartrnent of Labour 

and Industry-Board of Trade and Arbilrct­
tion:'-

c\lr. \Y.I.RPEc-J !Jlmrumba): I d,:sire to 
clraw the attention of the Government to the 
fixing of ;]L price of milk. Price fixing b,· 
tho Board of Trade and ·~\rbitration is loadd 
again~t the producer. The consun1er i") 
protected, bnf the producer, who hao to feed 
his cu\\'S rrHd nrodu o milk fit for hurmu 
consuElptiou. gets no protection at all. 

:\1r. Ih;;:s: The producers have the oppor­
tunity of putting their case before the l,mnd. 

Mr. WARHBX: That makes it all the 
worse, if the boa.rd fixed the price against 
the prodvcor and in favour of the man who 
has >10 r ·sponsibiiitj· in tho matter. TlY 
producer has his herd t" keep up and all 
the expen ~":q of prodnction to meet; and l 
clra1v f10 attention of the Governrncnt to 
the n,:>tt 'r in the hope that in price-fixing 
the producer YYiil be protected. 

Mr. HYXES: The producer is protected. 
He submits eYidenec to th·• board. 

i\Tr. \"'.'ARREK: lie is not protectod at all. 

::Hr. H\XLOX: What is the fixed price icr 
n1ilk TIO\\ ? 

Mr. \YARRE:'\1: Eightpcncc per CJUan. 

~\Ir. H.\XLO;;: What is the fixed price f,,r 
warrn rni1k I.J the producer? 

}Ir. \\ ... ARREN: The producer is only g.:i­
ting lld. per gu llon or les.s. lie is not' pro­
tected. If ld. c.r 2d. per gallon is knoc::ccl 
off his price, th:-' vendor can still rro o:1 
charging his Bd., and the producr r l~qs no 
redrc;;,s. \Ye have heard a lot about p~~r: 
milk; but how is it possible for the pi·oduc< ;· 
to go on produ~"ing an article fit for htnnaa 
corsnn1ptiu11 if the price is always a,g··J i11~t 
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him? If the nroduccr got an equal shali:< 
1l'iib ihr- con urner, he could rnanagc; but, 
wh~n it 1-; all ag<.tinst tlJe produ< '·r, it i~ 
iLnpo- ~ibh~ for hirn to kc0p up a supply cf 
r ,re tnilk for tlH~ people. I hope that till,• 
Go\-Cl'l~n1ent ,,-ill n1ake a HlOYe, nnd give the 
produc.,~r tho sa1nc right as the consumer. 

~.Ir. FOLEY (Leichhclrdt) : I feel confident 
that the hoc). member for :\1L1rrumba is quit<l 
'.\Tong. I understand that th~ Board of 
Trade and Arbitration takes all factors into 
consideration before it llxes the price of any 
cunnnodity, I cannot see how the sy~tcn1 
c:a11 vork~ 3atisfactoril~,- unless it has regard 
to the cc:so of the producer as well as to that 
of the COilSUillCl'. 

I w:mt to raise the question of the Govo1 n· 
ment's policy as to price-fixing generally. 

I noticed recently that the price 
fll.30 a.m.] of bread and the price of meat 

had been decontrolled at Spring­
sure; and I should like to kno,. whether it 
is the policy of the Government gradually 
to do away "·ith price-fixing in Q11eensland. 

Jlilr. DAXIEL: So they should. 

:\Ir. FOLEY: Experience of the people 
of Queensland has been that the establish­
ment of State bwcnor shops has caused a 
'C'duction in the price of beef, whilst, on 
the other hand, districts not enjoying those 
"'tablislunents have had a very cruel experi­
ence at the hcd1ds of the exploiter~. If thu 
Government carry out what is apparently 
their a vowed policy of decontrolling price:;, 
it will mnn a reduction in the effective 
-..age of th~ workers. The system of price­
fixing acts as a material check on the 
unscrupulous retailer and distributor, who 
i often inclined unnecessarily to exploit the 
public. I should like a pronouncement from 
the Government as to their policy on tho 
matter. 

.:\.Ir. IIY:'\fES (Townsrille): \Vhen the hon. 
'""mLer for Leichhardt inquired from the 
Government whether they intended to abolish 
r;rice-fl.~jng, one hon. member supporting 
the GoYcrr11ncnt said that tho Goyernment 
should do awa:. ith price-fixing. 

:\lr. DAXIEL: .\bsolutely ! 

Mr. HY:\ES: I take it that that is the 
policy of the majority on the opposite side 
of the House. 

Tho 8ECRET.\RY FOH l\1IKES : You would 
take the worm out of a blind fov. l's be"k. 

""1r. HY::\ES: .\ comparison between the 
intelligence of a blind iowl and U1<tt of the 
f5ccrcbn- fo1· ~\linos would favcur the fowl. 
I was ,;itftlly interested in the que,tion of 
pric0-fixing son1o n1onths ago, v;hcn tho 
Sccrct~ry for Labour and Industry sum· 
moned 11 conference of union repn-",entrttives. 
.\t that col!fercn· e I asked him if it was tho 
ird:ention of the Gov-0rnrnent to continue the 
£::olie:; of pric~·-ftxing, and the hon. gentleman 
gavo his o1()rnrr assurance to the delegates 
that price-fixing \vould be coutinucd in 
Queensland. I sincerely hope tlut the policy 
of prico-fixjng 1vill be continued. particularly 
ill its relation to fo•Jch;tuff'. I le n-e noticed 
that the disnosal of State butcher shops in 
the metropolir,;.n area has aided considerably 
in iEcreasi~~g the price of 1n1-- at. 

The SECTI~TARY FOR ).liNES: That is always 
so in the dr7 season. 

Mr. HY);ES: Hear the geological gonius 
·/··ho occupies the nosition of Sc·~retary for 
:\'incF! The butch.er talking about it being 
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al>71ys m in the dry season! There has been 
an increase in the price of meat since the 
cli'·pooal of the State butchet shops. It 
L,u~t be apparent to any student of tho 
suLjLct that it is useless for the workers to 
n;>proa,-.h tho Eoard of Trade and secure 
ai1 ~ inc ;.'( .tse in the nominal wage if tho 
cffecth-e v;ago is LOt prr1crved. The effec­
tive \'i·age 'vill be decreased if the policy of 
price,ftxing is not adher.,d to. It would 
really me, ll that >Yhat the workers secured 
from the Boud of Trade as industrialists 
'"mld b2 immediatelv taken from them as 
con'~~unl ·rs. After fotlrtoen years of Labour 
legislation and administration, Queensland is 
in the ha;<1: position of being th~ cheapest 
State in "'hicb to live; and one factor that 
h ,,, contributed to that happy condition has 
been the operation of price,fixin~ in this 
State. I sincerely hope that the Govern, 
ment >Yill not give effect to the desire of 
the bon. member for Keppel. \Vhat will 
be tlw po,ition if after the workers have 
a pprocched the Board of Trade and a .,·a?'8 
is iixcd, the exploiters and the distributors 
of foodstuffs and clothing arc permitted 
to have an open go? What tho workers 
have secm·ed from the board would b<' 
immediately filched from them by trades­
people. 

J believe that the margin which the distri. 
butor of milk is receiving is too great; and 
the producer should receive a greater return 
than he is receiving at the present time. 
This is an aspect of our milk supply to which 
th0 Board of Trade should give considera­
tion under the regulations of the Profiteer· 
ing Pre,·ention Act of 1922 and endeavour 
to de2l with the qtwstion. 

I rosi' to protest against any attempt to 
interfere with the work of the Board of 
Trade in fixing prices of footstuffs, for I 
cnndiclh· beJieye that immodiatelv thos1• 
f10\>: er<;' are taken a way fron1 the Board of 
Trade there \Yill be an increase in the cost 
of living and a r0duction in the purchasing 
powers of the workers, and, consequently, a 
reduction in the basic >wge standard of 
to-day. 

:31r. Dr:\LOP (IIockhampton): I have 
r·,0ciwd from the Board of Trade and Arbi­
tration a list showing the maximum prices 
"hi eh may be charged for beef in Rock, 
han1ptun; and, in view of this discussion, 
it is as well that I should quote one or two 
itc-rm. rndcr this list the price of meat in 
llockLm1pton has been increased consider, 
ably; and I do not know how the working 
daos will lJO "ble to pay the now prices 
chm1nndcd. 

The first item on the list I han' received 
is H Rnu1p sL~ak. ls. 11cr lb." How are the 
"·orkNs going to pay that price,? That 
price i', rrbsurd. Surely the Cabinet will not 
pnmit these prices to be charged ! Other 
charges arc-

Sirloin steak 
Sirloin roast, 3 lb. or over 
Cornc,d beef, silverside 
Corned beef. round 
Top3ide 

Per lb. 
d. 
11 
10 
9~ 
8 
9 

Corned beef, brisket (>Yithout 
b0_1_10) 8 

7 

Hm•· can the wc,·ken really afford to pcty 
tho:;c hip-h prices? 

A CO\"ERX3IE~\T :'\InrBER: \Vhat is the price 
of brains? 

Mr. DU~LOP: If the hon. member knew 
th" value of brains, he would considerably 
enhance their service bv their use. The 
Lo;1. member would know,' after eating them, 
that brr ins are nutritiou '• Nurses in hospi~ 
tab serve them to the sick. 'When these 
stupid interjections took phee, I was point­
ing- out that the poorer classes would be con· 
siderably hit by this new price list for beef. 
lf a workEr is to keep in a robust state of 
health, he must have proper foodstuffs­
fc•odstuffs which give him the necessary nutri­
tion. From what I con SUl of the new price 
list, the noorer cla"cs will have to avail 
thcmselYos of these items-

d. 
Shin beAf 3 
Beef Hank 5 
Stewing steak 4~ 

I hope the Premier wili recognise the posi­
tion that the coLmtry is in-he has already 
told us ho;': string~nt the money market is­
and give the Board of Trade a gentle hint 
or whisper that he will not agree to an 
increase in the price of beef until such time 
as the counlr:, is in a better position to meet 
an increase. Perhaps the Minister who deals 
with this particular matter will tell us how 
the price\ of cattle to,day compares >Yith what 
it was when meat was sold ve;y much 
eh, a per to the public. 

2\Ir. HY~ES: Tho closing of the State 
lmtcher shops has affected the position. 

I1Ir. DUJ\'LOP: Whether the present posi­
tion is duo to the closing of these shops or 
not, I trust the Government will take some 
action immediately. 

Mr. S'TOPF'ORD (J£ount Jiorgan): I think 
it is only poetic jm,tice that the hon. member 
who has just" r-'sumed his seat should be the 
first to toll th(\ peonle in his ekctorate the 
disaetrous rewlts that have followed the 
do,·ini" of the State butcher shops. During 
the last election campaign hon. members on 
this sid, pointed out that one of the con· 
tributing factors to the low price at which 
meat wr,s sold to the public was rho fact that 
the State butcher shops preYented unfarr 
methods of trading being indulged in by 
private shops, with detrimental effects to che 
public. Kov., the people of Queensland wiil 
learn, as Rockhampton has learned, that the 
butchering activities of the State were a 
protection to tlw great mass of people against 
the imposition of high prices. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWA.YS 
(Hon. Godfrey J\Iorgan, ;liuri/la) : The hon. 
tn01nL ~r 1..-vho has just resumed hL se::tt kno\vs 
l"lmt hat he stated is absolutely inrorrec';, 
Anyone Yvho kno1vs anything about the t:atL~o 
busin(~·~ js a\varc that for sorne tirno after 
thP war tho price of cattle was so unprofit, 
ablo as to dril''' many people from the 'ccddo 
busino's into the sheep industry, thousands of 
acres pro\·ionsly used for cattle,raising" being 
converted into sheep country. Tho less 011 

the State stations clear!:· indicatce my point. 
At onu period in the North the butdl<:'l"o 
ccmld p'uchase the best meat for 12s. 6d., 
15s., or 19s. per 100 lb. To-day the Bri,b<me 
price is approximately £2 per 100 lb. 

::\fr. H Y:'IES : Still :vou sold one of tl,e 
State stations to Love ~for £3 per head. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
\Yhen cattle wore selling at a reasonably f<ci1 
priro th0 State stations sold cattle to the 
State butcher shops for £2 per head less 
than would have been received in tho open 

Hon. Godfrcy Morga11.l 
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markets. It did not matter to hon. mernb<'J ~ 
opposit·.' that the State stations made a hu~. :; 
lo'·S so long as the State butcher chops co:1l,, 
"how a profit. Thousands of cattlo w,_rc 
treated in that way. 

:i',.h. Hy:;-~s: 'l'ho consumer g"'t the be· ._;Gt. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
'".rhe hon. rnernber who complain::> about tl-u3 
prirc of n1eat increasing should know that 
at the pruent moment, fortunately for thi, 
State, the prices obtainable for c · ttlo are 
improving and the produc(;r of cattle is llOW 

in a pcsition to 1nake a living, \Vhich for 
years he could not. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I would ask the 
hon. member to connect his remarks \Yith 
the vote. 

'l'hc SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: I 
und"r~tand the vote llO\V being discussed 
includes price-fixing. An hon. member 
wanted to know why the price of rncat \vas 
gre=ttcr to-day than it was years ago, and I 
was poi~1ting out that, ,,·here a, 1noat could 
be pnrchased by the butchers at from 12s. 6d. 
to lUB. per J.OO lb. ,.ome years ago, tl10 price 
to-dav \Yas £2. Surclv under thucJ circurn­
stan('~·s the price of r;1cat to the consunlGl' 
mu:-.t he inc.:_·ca~cd, although hon. n1nnbers 
oppo~it.c C'1Hlcayour to n1ako out that rhe 
rise in prices_ has been due to tho closing 
dovv-11 of the State but: her shops ! 

::.\fr. FoLEY: You aro talking ahout Bris­
!::anc no--v. 

SECRET~\.RY FOR RAIL\Y_\.Yii: 
The llH'nlb(:r ought t<) kuov th-}"t tho 
Bri .. banc n1arkf·l rul~ s the price" thronul:out 
the State_, the llrisbane price being rcfl~ctocl 
proport1 mat'elj 1n the pnces at llocklum1pton 
and ToTrnsYillo. 

In Sydney to-day prime be0f is selling at 
£3 per 100 lb.-£1 per 100 lb. higher than 
tL -~ price at Enoggcra. In JYlelbournc and 
.Aclclaidc prirne beef is beinrr r:.old at £3 5s. 
pOl' lOO 1? . . The rc"son ~hy these high 
pnces c.re l)emg na1d to-dav 1s because there 
is ': sl:orh6·e of- catt.le in' Au,tralia. \Vhy 
15 tllcro a ~hortagc of cattle? OL ing to the 
fact that m tl1e past the industry was so 
unprofitaLlc that people w 2nt out of cattle; 
and lhr, lwn. member ought to know that. 

l\h. POI.LOCK: \Ye !mow · ou sold thu 
State cattle sta.tions on a 1·ising market. 

The SECHETAitY li'OR n<.;,JLWAYS: 
Taking cver:vthinq _into consideration, ,,, c 
got a 'cry g·uod pr1ce for the Staco cattle 
stations. 

:\Ir. th:;-r:s: You ciid not get £3 per head 
for the ~took. 

The SECRET.\.1-l.Y FOH RULWAYS: 
Non, on-o! The hon. m•cmber does not 
know what he is talking about.. The hon. 
n_ember for Rockhampton onght to make 
inquiries from the Rockh'llupton butchers 
' ho, I am sure, will b,, ';uite prepared i~ 
g-i,-e him ihe price paid to-dav for prim0 
beef ns contparcd with \Vh;:tt \Yn" paid several 
years ago. \.Ye know th~t the cost of 
siaughb1 ring i~ very great. \Y c knu\;, that 
the n1nn \\ho ents np a bea::t receive,\ £3 
in vntges; so that, if a butcher buys a bul­
lock for £10 in tho yard, he muc·t add £3 to 
the cc.,-t for cutting up and selling ever the 
counter. All these matters h•.ve to be taken 
into ccn:-..sideration; and it is no use hon. 
mcrnbc!'S opposite endeavouring to lead the 
roeople to believo that beef has gone up in 
price Bimply because !.he St::tte butcher shops 
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have bcLn sold. To-day you un buy mntton 
at 2d. and 3d. per lb. Why is it that mutton 
can be bought so cheaply? l t is O\· ing to the 
f et. that r._lwcn hayo ron1o d Jwn in value. 
At one time .\'OU paid ls. per lb. for chops. 
\Yhc;1 \YOO! \Yas worth 36cl. per pound. 
c.heep \Yerc worth from £2 5s. to £3 per 
!wad. At llv present moment you can buy 
fat sheep from 10s. upwards. As a result, 
ne>utton can be boughc at from 2cl. to 3d. per 
lb., notwiihsb.nding thL• sale of the State 
butcher shops. It would not be correct or 
fair io claim that mution is cheap to-day and 
that beef is dear because of the sale of the 
State butcher shops. Beef is dear bec-ause 
of the high price of cattle; and mutton is 
cheap because of the low price of sheep. 

At 11.48 a.m , 
The CHATRli!A:X o,- CmDJlTTRES (Mr. Roberts, 

T.'ast Too: ·oornba), relieYccl the Speaker in 
ihc chair. 

}lr. HAKLO:!'\ (Paddington): The Secre­
tarv for Rttihvavs has nl8de a rL1Jher renlark­
abfe adJnis,jon.' In di3cussing the prier of 
beef he has admitted that the Gtatc c-1ttle 
stations havo been thro'\Yn nway at scrap 
11rices at a. tin1c v.-hen ho sa. s that there is 
~ shortage of cattle in the country and that 
the beet nurket is rising. E,-identh· the 
Government knowingly made a sac:ificr of 
ihcso properties ·when they kne\:~ tho Yuluc 
\'-HS rising· cl«y by day, and ll> State had a. 
better opportunit.v of getting a return fro1n 

that p1:oprort.y had the sales, been held over 
for a httle tnnc. I-lo sa,\ s tnc pnce of beef 
is high IJO\Y because cattle. aro dear; :re.t we 
fin cl a group of cattle st1tlon~ ''ere so let tho 
othr>r dav at an aycrage prier: of £3 per 
bead of the stock on thcn1, with the in1p!'o:~e­
ment' lhro·-.vn in. If that as ,• fctir pnce 
to pav it will not com·incc the people that 
cattle' 'are dear. However. t!nt is by the 
\Yay. It is ren1=trkablo that the ~,Iinister 
sl10uld sa•,· they sold at a scrap price on a 
rising xnarket. 

The St:CRET.\RY FOR RAIU'.'AYS: Thrt is rot 
true; I did not ~,ay that. 

1\Ir. lL'\.:\'LOX: The nrice cf n-2"-t i-, 
ri--1nh day b"~ day. The l1~n. o-pnt:Plnun said 
r c 1t "a, 12'. 6cl. per 100 lb. " couple of 
, O<ll'S ago, and it is now £3 lGJ lb. in the 
South. Ho savs this rise the effect of a 
Le;"£ chortagc; 'yet v;c find the udtle stations 
IYCl'C thrown a\YRY. It IS unde•1rablt:' for a 

GoVernment to buy station prop;:.i·ty fit . n 
peak period in n1eat; but it is b_ad to )11 Jn 
a period of depression kno\Ying that a rising 
prire i: cmning. 

Ono of the 1110 .t S( 1lf'iblc actions of the b.te 
GoYcrninent \'vith 'l'Ogctrcl to price -control \V~L1 
the handing o1·er of the fixing of 1_.riccs to the 
:-arrw rru1-hority \Yllid1 fixes \\·age~. \Ye h ;p 

heard a good deal of talk ahout a v_i{'io~ls 
circle ~that a rise i~ ''T.ages _ea u:';cs a. r1,~~ 111 
price~·, and that a nse 111 pnce 1s a JU:::UiJCa· 
tion for another rise in "\Ynges. It ·was state·"· 
manlike on the part of the late Government 
to leave the fixin::\· of the price:' of cornm0d1· 
tic, in the hands of the· anthontc- \Vh1ch fixes 
the co.~t of ]a·l>our. It has opcrRt0d succf'S'"· 
full v-I do not think anyone ran s_, y it ha, 
O'lf i·atcd l1ar -hlv. The Bo.trd of Trade and 
A

1 

rbitration has· giYen vPrv fair r0nsideratio!1 
to c]aims nut for;yard bv nrochwers or \'lho1e· 
sale supplie:o. The fact that the boarcl has 
been conferring with th8 \Yholesakrs and 
snpplicrs is proof that in many cas0s go~ch 
are sold at a Je,, rat.e than the wholesetle pr1cc 
fh:cd by the Beard of Trade and Arbitntion. 
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The hon. llJernber for 1VI11rrunlba said that 
;;.ur~;Jlicrs -were gf!tting too litthj for their 
milk. I undor.stoocl hin1 to say that the 
Board of Trade and ..:\rbjiration has not 
fixed the price of milk, ar1J if tit?tt is so, 
then thJ 1"'oarcl has not rx('c~ the n1i:nirnu~n 
price. 

t~Ir. V\'"'RREX: It has not f..:\. -·(l th0 pro~ 
ducer's price. 

1\lr. IIA~LrJ:~: If it has not fixcJ the 
producer's price, in vvhat way is it :tfft~cling 
the price uf milk? The hon. mC'mbcr said 
:the Board of Trade and Arbitration is allo 
ing the distt·ibutors to get too 1_,_1uch. 

~Ir. \YARREX: I did not :,J.y that at alL 

l\Ir. HA:L\LO:\: If it has 11ot fixed the 
producer's price of n1ilk, in \Yhat ,:-ay i3 it 
.intr•rfering with the producer gL'tting a fai'r 
price? EYidcntly he vvishcs the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration to flx a f-1ir nrice for 
milk. . 

Mr. WARREX: ~othing of the sort. 

Mr. HA:\LOX: I canact m;d 'l'Stand what 
the hon. n1cn1bcr rneans. Evic1entl v the n1ilk 
~upplicr~; orn gctt.ing ihc hest pric~ they c.Ln 
get. If it is not fixed, the,/ «re getting the 
best price possible in market; but I 
nnr{er,tood that it was \Vhcn the 
prir'o of n1ilk \vas fixed tlnri11g t~.1e \Var, 
rrut.ny holcsalers "\Yen: Sl""lling n1ilk at a 
lower price than that fixed b:;· the Doarcl of 
Trade and Arbitration, which showed that 
the boa,rJ had not been harsh in fixing the 
price. 

The same applies to groccric.'. In many 
case-; g-roceries were sold 1'1t low-er Drircs 
than those fixed by the Board of T·rade and 
Arbitration. showing that the board had not 
bt:-.\n harsh in fixing the nlaxi::llUln price at 
vvhich groceries could be sold. 

Thoro is another reason v. hy I hope the 
Boa·rd of Trade and Arbitration is not going· 
to be harsh in it' prico-fixjng aciivitie·· Just 
rocentlv the Government. in addition to 
parting ,,·ith State stations, disposed of the 
State cannery, \Yhich -was paying intcre~t 
on a capital value of £62,000, and making a 
profit in addition. Hon. nwmhd·s opposite 
thought jam could be produced more cheap!_,. 
by th~'t factory if it were un ~'er private 
entcrprjse. If there was C!n::tbing in their 
argument, the present owners of the cannery 
should be able to produce jam n•uch more 
cheaply than the State cennerv. y·hich was 
paying interest on a capib 1 value of £62,000, 
becauef• the:v got it for something in the 
vicinity of £31,000. Therefore, on the same 
turnover, and with the same systen1 of man­
agement, it \Vould he returning c1ouh!e the 
interest rate which it vcas retnrning to the 
Government. If the present management 
is more efficient, we should look for a 
decrease in the price of jam in this State; 
hut we find jam dealers are no\v advising 
clients to buy jam against the rise. That 
leads me to think that we are faced in the 
near future in Brisbane \vith a rise in the 
p!rice of jam. 

I hope that the Board of Trade and Arbi­
tration will be allowed bv the Govern­
lnent to discharge its legitiinate functions, 
and that it will not be interfered with in 
it•· protection of tht· consumer from this 
barefaced cxnloitation 'Yith which he is 
('Onfronted. The board has not given sntis­
faction to everybody-no public utilitv has 
m·er satisfie:.l even member of the communitv 
-but, in the mai-;,, its operations have been 
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a great benefit to the co~1:3umcr~; and no 
(;ne eau say that it has bceu in any v.·.iy 
harsh to E-Upplicr~. 

Resolution (Department of L1bour and 
Iuclustrv-Boarcl of Tra<ic and Arbitration) 
,.greed -to. 

Rr',•oluhons 12, 13, and 14 agreed to. 
Resolution 15-'' Dqwrt m t •d of Pub/ ic 

~!rorl.s-BuildinrfS "-

;\lr. BARBER (JJundabery): Seeing ihat 
the SecreUtr\ for Public \York:3 is also Secre~ 
tar" for 1/ublic Instruction. he n1av be 
abl~) to give n1e smne infon11ation a3 t~ the 
building of an interrnedi<,te '-'Chool at Bunda.­
i.Jerg. I want to Ol1lphasisc that t~lC ac,_:orn­
rnodation in t.ho schools iu l3undaberg, 
especially on the south side of ihe river, 
i::; oycrtaxed. On visiting the South Bun­
daberg· school, I found that the teachers 
reported a large i~1cre.1se in enrol-
111Cllt, and had had to bring in new seats, 
a11d that in son1e cases tho rooms were caJled 
upon to accomn1odate eight, ten, and t\\·elve 
n1oro pupiJ- in classes than ordinarily they 
f.hould. The department will have to make 
considerable extensions to the South Bunda­
;_~,-·rg school or else proYide for n,n inter­
mediate school. I know that the establish· 
ment of intern1ediate schools is in its infa.ncy; 
nnd it may be some time bdore it is decided 
1durt is to happen in Bundo.berg. The difli­
mlty applies al-o to the Central s,'hool, 
but mostly to ihe South Bundaberg school; 
and I y, ould like to kno\v -whether any action 
has yet been taken regarding an extension 
of the latter or iho provision of an inter· 
muliato school. 

}Ir. HYKES (Tow.lsl:illc): I \Vant to refer 
to a n1atter 1 endoayour('d to dis,::;us; on 
ancthr r vote yesterday-the change in the 
nolicT.T of the Gon:rnnler!t from tho daY­
laboti.r systcn1 to the contract systcn1, So 
far ne it aff-,cts. pLblic ot sorni-govcrn!nLnt 
bodies~ such as hospital boards. 

[12 noon.] 

In n1y orinion, the mcn1bors of the Towns­
ville IIospital Board were placed in a Yery 
unf:tir pos1tion. Certain additions to the 
ho.cpital Y>ere required, and, as a re·,ult of 
its experience with the Department of Public 
\Yorks, the board decided to allow that 
c'enartn1ent to carrv out the \\'ork by day 
Ja))our. They were infonnf•l that they would 
not be pej'n1ittcd to ha\'e the Vv""ork con~ 
strurted by the department, and were 
obliged to call tenders for the 1najor por­
tion of the job. I want to say, for the 
credit of the 11inister, who rec,jy~._d a deputa­
tion on the matter, that he agreed to a com­
promise to the effect that the foundation 
rork should bo carried out by day labour 
so that there would be no cessation in tho 
work. The ho·pital boards c,re responsible 
for the financing of the institutions, and 
they should be permitted to carry out their 
work in the most economical way; but, 
having decided in this case ~hat the work 
should be carried out bv the department, they 
were told that thev would have to abide by 
the polic:T of the new Government. That !s 
wrong. There is an analogy between hospJ­
tal boards and local authorities >Yith respect 
to their connection with the Government; 
and I would like to know whether the local 
authorities are to be coerced in a similar 
fashion. 

The West End State school at Townsville­
a verv old building-one of the oldest in 
North .. Queensland-when constructed, was 

JJ1r. Hynes.] 
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\>laced ver:; close to the ground. For years 
have agitated for the raising of this 

school upon high blocb, because it would 
then provide additional accommodation and 
a cooler place in which to conduct classes. 
This would be of material advantage from 
the point of view of the health of children 
and teachers alike, particularly during the 
summer months. The cost involved is small, 
and l urge upon the .Minister the necc~sit~· 
for attending to this urgent requirement as 
soon as the necessary finances aro available. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:'\­
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan): I 
can assure the hon. member for Bundaberg 
that the matter mentioned by him will 
receivA serious consideration. The policy 
of the Government in connection with inter­
mediate schools is similar to the policy of 
the prev-ious Government, as I have already 
announced. 

In rc•ply to the hon. member tor Towns­
vilh:-. I oay quite candidly that I couDter­
manded the instructions in connection with 
the addition to the Townsvillc hospital that 
were proposed to be carried out by day 
!about·. I intimated that the contract systom 
would have to be adopted. I make no 
apology for that action. I am speaking 
from memory, and I regret thut I have not 
the exact figures available at the moment 
so that I might give them to the House, 
but my action has already snxed the people 
of Townsville over £2,000. I can say with­
out any hesitation that at least £2,000-
probably £3,000-has been saved by the 
substitution of the contract system for day 
labour in the erection of this building. So 
far as the raising of the \Vest End State 
school is concerned, I will give this matter 
attention, and have it brought before the 
department. 

Resolution (Department of Public Works­
Buildings) agreecl to. 

Resolutions 16 and 17 agreed to. 
Resolution 18-"Departrnent of .1/ines­

Chief Office"-

Mr. PEASE (H erbert): This party is con­
cerned with the future development of our 
State coalmines. I understand that in tho 
t u,rly stages of the session the hon. mem· 
her for Bowen asked a question relative 
to the Government's policy in connection 
,,, ith State coalmines, and was informed that 
it W'LS the intention of thA Government to 
diecontinue operations in all Sto-te coalmines 
except the Bowen State coalmine. I also 
undentand that since 1hen the Secretary 
for Mine,; has made certain arrangements 
foe· the carrying on of the .:\1ount Mulligan 
State coelmino by the miners on tribut0. I 
do not know whether that experiment will be 
successful or not, becau!'.e, unfortunately, tho 
miners have already strnck trout-le in market­
ing their product, through the non-washi11g 
of the coal on account of the expense. It 
looks as though the new arrangement will 
not be nemunerative to the miners. vYe hopo 
it will be so. because it v. ill be a pitv if 
that mining field is closed do' n. 

I an1 sorr.'· ihe Pren1icr is not in his place, 
hc~anse I v.-anted to discun the future policv 
of the Govcrnm•·nt with regard to the ove,:­
~:...>as n1arketing of coal, and. n1orc particu. 
la rly. the agreement that wr" 0ntered into bv 
the late Government with 1\Tr. H. C. Sleigh 

, fo>: the overseas marketing of the coal from 
tho Bowen State coalmine. Certain charges 
were made on the floor of this Chambe1 

[ Jf r. H ynes. 

in rpgard to this matter; and I. regret that 
the Premier '·0 far has not :nven us an 
opportunity to discuss this agreement, or to 
appoint a select committee to analyse the 
statements that were made. Personally, 1 
cousider that, before the Estimates were 
finalised, it would have been advantageous 
if this matter had been cleared up. Certain 
ch<uges were made in connection with this 
agl"eement, and those charges should either 
be proved or withdrawn. I say unhe,ita­
tingly that it is not right that charges should 
be made under the cloak of parliamentary 
privilege. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. PEASE: \Ve are concerned about 

thf: 1narketing of our coal overseas. \Vs 
realise that any attempt made to _market our 
coal oycrscas will be a good thmg for the 
State. \\~ e realise that, if any scheme for 
the overseas marketing of our coal is inter­
fered with, or is not continued, it will be a 
very bad thing for the State. EYeryone 
ruJi>?'' that our great problem to-day is the 
iinding of markets for our product''· In 
('ueensland it is not so much a question of 
production, more particularly with respect 
to coal, as it is of markets. The question 
i,; to f]ncl suitable markets. Our local market 
;, limited, and naturally the market we are 
looking for is an overseas market. An 
attempt was made by the late Government 
to do something in this direction. Anyone 
who knows anything about mining knows 
that an increased output means decreased 
oYerhead expenses, decreased cost of produc­
tion, and a greater opportunity of making 
the mine a payable proposition. Our 
problem at the Bowen State coalmine was 
to reduce· the cost of production: and the 
idea of the late Government in attempting 
to establish an overseas market for that coal 
was to reduce the cost of production and 
make the mine a payable one. It certainly 
would provide more employment, and would 
bo of great benefit to North Queensland 
generall:-·. That was thP principal reason 
which actuated the late Secretary for Mines 
and the late Government in entering into 
that agreement. 

I notice that the Auditor-General discu,,scs 
that agre1 ment in his report. and points out 
that the price is too low. If the price has 
turned out to be too low, then most certainlJ 
it should be reviewed. Ae I say, the idea of 
the late Government was to doYclop thn 
activities of the mine and to find new 
markets for the coal produced. It is well 
known to anv business man that. after the 
iirst expenditure of a business has been met. 
there is generally a movement to exp0nd 
money in the development of the busineH, 
and to place more goodo on the market. In 
entering into this ag-recn10nt the idea \vas 
that a certain amount of monc-v would be 
allowed to the other party to the ag;_'AcmEnt 
for advertising purposes. As the hon. m--'m­
ber for Bowen vm·; ably pointed out. tho 
gentleman concerned rendered excellent ser­
vice in that regard, and spent a consickrablo 
amount of money in advertising- and eoxploit~ 
ing new markets. I undcrshncl th .t quito 
recently the Pretnicr saw thnt gentlcnHtn. 

Tho DET'UTY SPK\KER: Order! I 
1vould ask the hon. member lo k'""P ia :·:'n:l 
that there is a definite notic0 of motion on 
the bu--iness sheet proprsing that the whole 
matter of the Skigh agre-ement "honld b0 
inquired into. I know it is diflicult to dra··· 
the line of demarcation, but I ask thl' hon. 
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member to rom'~'mL~:r the notice of motion 
which dands in his mvn name. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Clregory): I rise to a 
point of or,der--

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! There 
is no point of order. 

Mr. POLLOCK: You ought to let me state 
it. Under the Standing Orders I am entitled 
to do so. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have merely 
drawn the attention of the hon. member for 
Hcrbert to a certain matter. The hon. mem­
ber for Herbert ·has the floor. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Am I not entitled to 
state a point of order? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. POLLOCK: :Yly point of order is that 
no doubt. vour ruling would be that as ther~ 
is a notice of motion on the busin~ss pa.per 
in connection with this matter, hon. members 
are not entitled to anticipate it. That is 
strictly in accordance with parliamentary 
p:·ocedure, and it might be all right, pro· 
vided we are ever allowed to• discuss that 
motion. If the Government would give us 
some indication~-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order t 
::\!Ir. POLLOCK: As to ~whether we shall 

be allowed to di··cuss it--

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I have 
alr<Jadv st·a~ed that t.herc will be an oppor­
tumty of discussing It on a motion now on 
the business paper. 

C\1r. POLLOCK: But will we be afforded 
an opportunity of discussing that motion? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot say. 
Mr. Pease. 

Mr. PEASE: In dealing with this matter 
it is ver:;· difficult not to be drawn on t·o 
discuss certain points which may be out of 
order. If the Premier woul-d indicate--

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I do 
not want any misunderstanding on this mat­
ter. I am not going to allow the Deputy 
Leadc_r of the Opposition to get a discussion 
on tlus matter when he knows that he will 
have an opportunity of discussing it later. 

Mr. PoLI.OCK: We do not believe we will 
have a later opportunity. 

Mr. PEASE: I am concerned as to what 
will happen in futuro regarding the overseas 
market for Bowen coal. It is only fair rhat 
the Premier should let us know ~what Is 
taking place in that regard. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no 
objection to that. 

Mr. PEASE: \Ye know that the Premier 
has seen i\Ir. Sleigh, and I think he should 
give the House some information regarding 
that inh,rview with reference to the future of 
Bowen coal. \Ye want to see a satisfactorv 
oversea market establishe-d for Bowen coal, 
and we want to know \vhat the Government 
intend to do. 

Mr. MAHER: Do you still want to give the 
coal aw,y? 

Mr. PEASE: We '.\ant the Government to 
attend to these matters. The hon. member 
who interjects is not a business man or he 
would realise that money must be 'pent in 
exploiting n9w markets. 'Does the hon. mem-

her forget that butter and sugar arc sold 
over.:::r Js at a lower price than in Quee-ns­
lllnd, simply with the objc t of building up 
a murkct £( r our :;:urplus prodnc~ion? The 
gre~t o;;u_gar industrv that I haYe thP honour 
to repres0nt · 1~lls SUgar 0Y('l'~Ul.:5 at £10 Joer 
ton ~,olely to n1akc a nlark..._r, 'Yh<::rcts here 
it js sold for over £20 per ton. 

2Y1r. KEX::\Y: It is bad busi1c· 3'. 

Mr. PEASE: The hon. member should 
talk to his Secretary fer Agriculture and 
tell him that it is bad business. Ever~body 
knows lhat it is necessarY to do this sort 
of thing, more particulm:ly in a primary 
producing State. Something has to be dono 
m regard to our coalmines, and what we are 
concerned .,bm1t. is, "What is going to be the 
future reg;arding the overseas market for 
this coal t 'l'he Labour Government did 
initiate something which was {or the benefit 
of the coal iadustry of Queen.;land and for 
the bencfiL rnoro particularly, of Bowen 
and the .Bowen State coalmine. We have 
there a fine class of coal, which only needs 
to be kno\vn oversf'as. \vhun a constant 
market \\ill be obtained for it. Arrange­
ments were made by the Labour Govern­
ment to ~ee that an overseas 1narket was 
opened up. 

"-..o \Vant to know ·what is going to happen 
in the handling of that coal so far as Towns­
Yille is concerned. The agent there only 
got a small wage of £7 per week. He did 
excellellt work. He worked up trade for 
coal all o,·er the place, and we want to 
know what is going to happen now that 
that man has been dismissted. vVe think it 
is a \rrong thing to dismiss a good servant. 
I understand the Department of Mines, in 
givmg n-Ir. Byrne his notice of dismissal, 
tendered him a compliment for the good 
work he had done; and am·one who knows 
anything about Mr. Byrne. in Townsvillc 
knows that he is an excellent man. I do a 
good deal of travelling in :-rorth Queens­
land, and I know Mr. Byrnc did a lot of 
tra,·elling and went to a lot of trouble to 
cecnre a tntde. lie worked night and day 
looking for a market for coal, and inter­
YiC\vt'd the sugar people and the meatworks. 
He is recognised as one of the most cop.­
scientious olficers i.he Govern1nent ever had; 
yet, for some reason or other, this man has 
been dismi.,wd. Is the Department of Mines 
going to see that an official is appointed to 
attend to the marketing· of that coal? This 
man worked up a very fine market for the 
coal, and it is the duty of the Government, 
more particularly when you have such an 
excollc nt mine and such excellent coal as 
the Bowen coal, to see that that product is 
put before the people and a good market 
found for it. It is astounding to me to 
rc:IIise that a man who was doing good 
work in that resnect should have been dis­
misoed. I do not know of any man who 
can Ill! the position as well as 1\Ir. Byrne 
did. 

In connection with the overs0as trade, if, 
as the Auditor-General says, the price is 
too low, then a review of the position should 
take place. \Vhcn the arrangement was 
made, no ono anticipated the position that 
has since arisen in the coal trade. At the 
time the agreement was made, there was no 
trouble in the Southern coalfields and natu­
rally there was no interetate t~'ade. The 
trade provided for was essentially an over­
seas trade. Anybody who knows Bowen 
will know, as the hon. member for Bowen so 
ably pointed out, that the shipping facilities 

JI1'. Pease.] 
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tlwro arc ver:c good. Steamers have come 
there Irom all parts to take coal. An over­
f:<'a:;; t:.·ucle h:ts br,('ll worked up, and vrc aro 
concerned to knmY what is going to happen 
in tlw futurt~ i11 regard to that trade. It b 

a good thing for the. district and if the 
trade is deYeloped 1t 1s gomg to meaa a 
big thi1Jg to the Bo\Yen rc:ahuirF'. Tho hon. 
rncn1bor 10r P.nJ·ruin, who 1s tb.: only n1en1bcr 
ou the GoYel'lllll, nt side "\~,.d~J u.ndrrstaruls 
Hw coal I cl'illC", considers dwt the Bowe·n 
coah11inr~ i:S the only f,)'tlrnl.lo that 
should be kept b"· the. State. What w.e. are 
concerned about is what is to be the tu<ure 
clcnlopment of that mine. 

I am sorrv we are not penllltkd to deal 
with the other matter. The Premier has 
not been fair to this House. He h:ts certam 
informa lion ; he r.as had interviews wi!h the 
people handling this matter, but. he Js not 
prepared to give that wformatwn to the 
House. All \Ye are concerned about is (o 
Lave the matter cleaned up properly. I 
am sorn· we are not able to discuss that 
matter. 'I think t,he DPputy Speaker's ruling 
on the n1atter is f'orrcct ~ but I think tbe 
Premier has treated this side of the House 
very unfairly in the matter. 

Tho DEPL:TY SPEAKER : Order ! I am 
not going to allow the ~on. mem~or to de~ate 
the action of the Prcmwr on th1s resolutiOn. 
There will be an op1oonunity lctu 1o discwc" 
the matter. 

)Ir. PEASE: I am c_:u1t-. prenared . to 
anolo()"i:'3e for anv ren1arks I have r11ade \VIth 
r0ITard to the P{·emicr, if he will lot us have 
th~ matter discnssed. \Yhat \\'C arc con­
cernr:l a11otd. i::; v:hat is goi11g to be the fuinre 
Of thL overseas market for this particular 
commoditv. \Ye 1vant to know :,hat is going 
on, and !Le Prcn1icr should give us 1vh_at 
infor1nation he has. That is only hn. 
Innucndo'-s are thro1vn out; ::tspcrsions arc 
rnodc; Eet":spapcr conb·o-.;;er~:v· goes on; and 
thi~ is tl·; place IYhere th8se rcn1arks shou.ld 
bt:' n1adc. I undcrsLtnd tho Premier has 
rnade st-ltcrncnts to the TI(''\ spapers in regard 
to the markctin' of l1owen coal. He 
Rhould rn , ke the1n in thi~ }louse. There is 
no reflection on the Prmnier in eaying that. 
This i~ the 11lace, and now is the tin1e. \Vhon 
\Ve are discu~sing the l\Iincs Estin1ates is 
the time when -,:e should be told exactly 
wh:lt is going to happen. vv-c should know 
whv that n1an in To;vnsvilJo ;vas dismis::-!d: 
whftt is going to happen in the future; and 
wbat the Governrnent's pos;;ion is going to 
be regarding the OYerseas trade. vYhat we 
object to is that Parliament is used to cloak 
utt 1cks n1ade on certain people. 

The DEFFTY SPEAKER : Order! 

]lh. COLLIXS (Bo wen) : I regret very 
much that, \Yhen the :Mines Estimate' were 
under discu .;;ion, I was unable to be pre­
sent, as I \va," s11ffering at tho time from 
illness. As OIJe \Yho ha' taken a very keen 
interest in the deYelopment of the Bowen 
coalfield. having seen it at its verv early 
stages when there "·ere practically no people 
there' at all. and having seen the growth of 
the population to over 2,000 people, I arn 
ar.xiotB to se(· that nothing is done that will 
injure the further de>'elopment of that 
important coalfield. I was alwe"vs under the 
imyression-n1aybe I was wronP;-that any­
thmg that appeared in the Auditor-General's 
report could be discussed in this House ; but 
I find from a ruling just given by you, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, that we are prevented to 
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sor.i1e extent £ron1 discussing matters men­
tioned in that report. 

I !nve no wish to get round your ruling; 
but I wu,nt to say a fevv ·words in connection 
with the export of co<tl from Bowen, and 
the stand I have always taken in connection 
wiih chat matter. The attitude I took up 
in the early stages of the development of the 
Bow en coalfield was that, in the interestJ of 
the Bowen Ha1·bour Board on the one hand 
and the rail\. ays on the other, and to create 
pcnnanent employment for the miners on the 
fiel,!, it was desirabk that we should try 
to build up an export trade in coal. I 
rtalised that \\ G were up a2;ainst a yory ~tiff 
propoaition indeed, as X ewcaetle coal was 
known thronghout the whole of the civilised 
world; and to get our coal on the market 
it was neccs,ary that the price should be 
reduced. BYcryone knows that people who 
have been accustomed for a considerablf' ti1ne 
to deal with a commodity like coal are ver .. 
conserYatiYo in regard to taking coal fro1n 
a source other than that from which thvy 
have JlLYiouslv obtained it. Therefore, with 
a view of trying to enable the Bowen Har­
bour Board to meet its liability to the Go­
vernment, after £200,000 had been spent in 
equipping one of the finest jetties in Queens­
land if not in the whole of the Britic h 
E1npire, vvith loading cranes equal to any­
thing to be found in any part of the world, 
it ,,:-as necessary to take certain action. On 
n1cro than on~.._~ occ,lsion I not onlv inter­
viewed the late Secretary for :'.lines, b~1t wrote 
letters to the l\line·, Department and to the 
then Premier, urging that, if Queenshnd 
was to get an export trade in coal, it \Yas 
necesoary that the pric-o should be redtlc_'d. 
and nccc .. sary, perhaps, to reduce it below the 
co-.. t of production. After a considerable 
time the Government agreed to the proposal, 
and I am Yer; .. - pleased to say that to a 
certain extent it \\as a success. 

In his report the Auditor-General shmYs 
that the cost of production in 1927-23 was 
13s. 9.30d., and for 1928-29 13s. 11.95d. He 
also shows that the average price receiYcd 
last yewr for .ce:rtain coal that vvas exported 
was lls. 4.3d. per ton. The amount of that 
co'>l that was exported ''"as 27,402 t01.s 15 
cwt. On that coal, therefore, the figures 
showed a loss of approximately 2s. 7d. per 
ton. I have given a good de·! of time to 
this question, and I wish to point out to the 
Hous-e that it was only in the financial yea1· 
1927-28 that !he Stat.e's royalty on coal was 
incr0ased from 6d. to 1... per ton. If the 
royalty is increased, nrrturally profits are 
decreased; and the point I want to make is 
that there was not a loss of 2s. 7d. a ton on 
that coal, because, if there bad been no 
export trade-the bulk of the coal went to 
Kew Caledonia-the State would not have 
benefited to the extent of that ls. per ton, 
bee a use the coal would have remained in the 
ground. The State received £1,370 in 
royalty in re,pect of the export of that 
particular coal, which it otherwioc would 
not have received. Of course, more coal 
than that was exnorted from Bowcn; but I 
am dealing with ·this particular coal. and I 
want to point out that the Auditor-G~neral 
has not taken into consideration-as he ought 
to have done-the factor I have just men­
tioned. If that coal had remained in the 
ground it would have been of no value to 
anyone. and to that extent the loss on that 
particular quantit.v of coal is lessened. 

I emphasise that very few members realise 
that, while the profits of the State coalmine 
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at Bow en are stated in tho ~\uditor-Goneral's 
report as a little over £4,718, no mention 
,, as made by the Auditor-General of the 
royalty paid to the Dcpartrncnt ci. 2.\I)ncr~, 
'' hich, on the whole output of the mine, 
Bn1ounb2d to a great deal n1oro than those 
proflts. That fact needs to be taken into 
~onsidcration. 

I am naturallv interested in this export 
trudc. \"-hJ n~t? IIas it not inc"-·cased 
en1ployment on the water front at Bo\\8ll? 
I:lave we not a larger nurnbcr of n1en engaged 
there than have \Vorked there for years past, 
as a result of the fact that we have vvorked 
up this export trade and steamer bunkcrin()' 
trade? Has all this not meant an increased 
business for the people of Bowen and 
iricreased traffic on our railwa vs? :Has it 
no_t meant. incrC'ascd enlploynH:>nt~ at the State 
rmne? Has not all this meant an inueasc 
in the earnings and consequently in the 
spend1ng c~pacity of the people, enabling 
them to buv n1anv 1nore cornn1odities than 
they would 'have been able to afford if the,: 
had had less emphyment? · 

[12.30 p.m.] 

If the Government arc not prepared to do 
these things in connection with the export 
tn de 111 coal, and they are not prepared to 
make any sa,crifice which would mean pro­
bably that t.hey would lose on the one hand 
but would gain on the other, if they are not 
prepared i o do these things and thereby 
provrde constant employment, then there is 
no hope for the future development of 
Queensland or of Austndia. Have not the 
same thing' been done in connection with 
our sugar industry, and do they not prac­
trcally apply in connection with our butter 
production? A l0~;,er price is receivC'd foe 
the products exported overs0as than that 
paid in Am·tralia. 

. The Auditor-General's report rs a very 
lllJportant report, and for the first time 
~incc I have Lecn in r:~rliarnent IYO ~·~re 
not allmved to discu',,s a part of that report. 
l claim the ri~ht to discuss any part of tho 
report even though it might refer to the 
Slf'ibh agrcen1ent, '"hich it do('s. Owing to 
th'' state of m:, health I have no de,ire to 
< 'me into co,,flict with the Chrcir-it ,.-ould 
do 1ne . 1!o g_ood. I am speaking under 
great dlf~cult1es even at the present tirne. 
I have nsen on this occasion onlv because 
I have taken such a keen intere:t in this 
question and a keen interest in the deYelop­
nieut genera1l v of m~, electorate of which 
J am very p1:oud, bccau,;::e no el'octorate in 
Queensland has shown the same rapid pro­
gTess and development, not onlv in con­
lH:c·tion with coalmining but in 'connection 
wrth every other matter. Xaturallv I do not 
wish to sec anything done that might injure 
the development of that pai·t of Qm,ensland 
wh1e!1 I haYe the honour to rcprc>sent in this 
Parhament. I do not knov anvthinu about 
'"h!'t took place when Mr. Sleigh o Yisited 
Brrsban~ recently,, nor do I know anything 
about the mterv1cw that be had with the 
Premier, or whether the Premier referred 
the matter to the Secretary for Mines. More 
than likely the Sccrehry fa:· Mines will 
trll u all abou_t it when he rises to reply. 
Although our VIews may be opposed politic­
ally, I take rt tl!at the hon. gentleman, as 
Secretary for :i'.Imes, does not want to do 
anythinQ,"-at least I hope not-that would 
be like!:; to injure the development of the 
Bowen coalfield. When I ascerhined from 
the Commonwealth "Year Book" that South 

Austr:lja consurncd a ve1y larg'- qn:u.Lt1ty of 
coal, I n:grctt('d that \\ e had not a ruore 
up~ to-date GoycrnlTH'nt at the pn- -;ent tirne 
to deal 11ith the rnatter. It woulcl pay the 
Secretarv for i\Iines to follmY in the foot­
~:-h·ps of :N1r. Tho1nas, a lllc'!1lbcr of tho 
British Labour Government, who did not 
he•~itatc, whe11 yisiting Canrrda, to take 
samples of cocJ with hirn ~,-ith a Yi~l- to 
establishing a trade \vith Grc-.Lt Britain. 

The time of the :\iini,tr-r wou~d b-, ll 
spent in a journey to South Au~tralia to 
iutcrYicw the Prcn1ierJ the ::)('l'l'du.ry for 
Hail Vi ,l.y.s, or the Cornmi~siOlH r for R:tilways 
i1• that State. The time "oulcl be well 
spPnt in a yisit to \Tictoria. Y-ictoria con~ 
mmes 500,000 tons of coal in excess of the 
production in that State. There 'hould bo 
great possibilities for the opening up of a 
coal trade in the Southern States. not only 
for the Bowcn coalfield but for the whole 
of Queensland. I belieYe that we have the 
greatest coal deposits of any State in the 
Commonwealth. I haYe endeaYourecl to prove 
that, as a result of the dev-elopment of tho 
Bowen coalfield, those engaged on the water 
front arc enjoying increased crnployn1ent, the 
railway1nen haYe more con~tant er11ploymcnt, 
and the coalminers have had more constant 
employment than has been tl1c case in the 
past. If we are able to increase the earning 
capacity of the workers in the community, 
then it means general prosperity ail round. 

I shall now deal with the question of 
prospecting. I willingly admit that I have 
met with fair treatment in the past from 
the ex-Secretary for :Mines, and I have had 
fair treatment from the present :Minister 
in connection with the prospecti!lg vote; 
but for vcars I have been dispc,tisfic'd with 
the amm;nt of money voted for prc,vecting. 
In m•~ electorate there exists a large mineral 
belt of countrv. For vears I was unablo 
to com·ince th·~ cx-Secr:etan- for J'v1ines of 
lhc necessity for a propC'r rndhod of pros­
pecting, If he had remained in offtee for 
anothc~r two or three years. I might have 
lwen sucr~c~s£ul in conyincing hi1n. -y·~·l o have 
had the experience of indiYidunl prospectorg, 
but results haYe not been sati,factory. 

l\1y idea of prospecting-and I have advo· 
catcd it in this House for yc;"r~, just as I was 
the first man in Parlia1nent to adYocate 
the geophysic.1l system of pro:,pecting-is 
that a prospecting party should go out under 
a trained geologist. Let me give hon. mem­
bers an illustration. To the south of the 
Bowen coalfield is a vast mineral field reach­
ing to ,,,ithin a few miles of Proserpine. A 
geolog-ist should be placed in charge of the 
prospecting party, and should take an area 
of country in that district 10 miles wide 
and examine it geologically. A party of 
five or six men could do all the testing that 
is r,,quirccL If a shaft were required to be 
sunk, it could be sunk under the supervision 
of the geologist. By that method \Ye might 
make some discmery that ,,,ould be for the 
be11efit of Queensland. Speaking as an old 
miner, I know that a number of men who 
go out prospecting know Yery little about 
minerals outside of gold: and this prospect· 
i ng party under the trained geologist could 
look for all minerals. I am quite satisfied 
that they would get good results. I would 
like to see this proposal carried out in my 
C'lectorate, be~rtuse within it is the old 
2''ormanby goldfield, to which, in company 
with a geologist, I paid a visit in order 
to get a proper insight into the field. I 
told the people of Bowen that I would not 

Mr. CoUins.] 
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faYOt.-U' anv atternpt being made io open up 
rcef3 that' \VETO v.:orkcd VE: :trs and years 
ago, for I rdlise that tho-·~ old miners had 
a large amount of intelligence. that they 
know gold, and knew how to follow g-old, 
\\'hat I belicHd and still believe-the 
Normanb7 reefs are not large, but the1·e 
are numerous leader;;:: ranging fronr an inch 
to --ix inches in width, and big lode, 
might also be discovered-is that many 
of the leaders showing there coLtld be opener! 
up, and men would be able to make a livin(j 
working them, \V e have a State battery 
on the Normanb:, goldlield at the present 
time, and I hope -thaJ- the Secretary for 
Mines "ill e th,,t the grass i' cut around 
it in order to preserve it from bush fires. 
If my prop~sal we,-, acted upon, a prospcd­
Ing partv unf1el' a geologist 1night be al)lo 
to open up some of those leaders whieh will 
giye rncn u decr>nt liYing and help to relieve 
the unemployment market, , 

In conclusion, I hope that nothing will be 
done to injure the EXport trade from the 
Bowen coalfield, because any such action 
would injure the port of Bo\vcn. I ,yould 
not care t? ~r:e any jnj ury done to my elec­
torate, v.-htch I have clone so much in assist­
ing to build up. Even if the loss of ls. 7cL 
per ten on the export trade which I men­
tioned does take place, I am sure that. if 
1ve creat., a grerter export trade, the co~t 
of proc!uction will be reduced. If it is 
no~ reduceLL then all the teaching of econo­
n1ists nre wrong-, for thev teach us that 
increased production nwans lesser cost of pro­
duction. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The min03 inspector acl­
rrnttecl that the great0r the procludion the 
!os the cost of production. 

Mr. COLLr\S: That i,; true. Further 
rcfPr'-'1C0 i, macl0 in the report of the 
.\uclitor-Gclleral to the sale of duff coal to 
Swifts Limited. Tiwusands of tons of duff have 
b:._'Oll so_ld at 5s. per ton. There v.~as nothlng 
',Tong l1l that trc,maction. Duff is practicallv 
thP dust hom the coal, atid in the f,ttur;, 
will be u~ed to a large extent and be kno\vn 
as pulverised eo a L Previouslv the value of 
duff wa:;; not rpa}ised. There \vere thousands 
of tons nf thi' duff stacked at the Bowen 
~·oa1rnine. It 1\ as in danger of being swept 
mto the waterrourse in time of flood. It 
}ud no Yaluo ~lacked at the 1nine: and tho 
very fact that \\'0 were able to -get eYen 
5s, per ton from Swuts proved that it was 
of s,ome Yahw. Th0re was no outcrv bec>'!.tFe 
it was sold to Swifts at that rabe: notwith­
shndmg tll' fact that the miners rocci'. cd 
O\"C·r 6s. per ton to he\\' that coaL 

At 12.40 p.m,, 

The, SFE-\KER resum0cl the chair. 

Mr. COLLI:\'8: Althnugh it was sold at a 
lo;:d C'Jnlparf'f1 .with the hevdng rate that 
\\ u n1urh better than allo\vin~ it. to Le 
\vashcd a-;va~v. 

, I rcgrd' Yery much that the Deput,· 
Sp0aker gave a l'uhng that a cert.ain agree~ 
ment could not be dealt with. It is tho fi, -·,_ 
time elm-in!" the whole of my parliamen­
tary expeneiH'C' that a discus . .;ion has not 
been permitted on a matter mention•ccl 
!n the \udit;or-G_on0ral's report. Parliarrw;ot. 
rs de goneratrng· Jf I c.nrnot: discu"- anv sur·h 
matter noh;ith,tanc1in~ that a notice of 
motion on the subject appears on the busine" 
paper. I consider that I hayc a right to dis­
cuss the report of the Auditor-General who 
is not .a df'partmental officer, but is an ~ffir~~r 

[ilfr. Collins. 

rv·ponsible to Parliament. IIowC'vor, owing 
to the state of my health_ I -do not intend to 
get into r0nfliet with tho Chair or upset 
my-ielf in any way, so I content myself with 
the few remarks I have made on the coal 
export trade. 

Mr. FOLEY (Ltichhard~): I am pleased 
that the Secretary for :VIines is in his plat 2, 
because I want to impl',<s upon him thn 
necessity for doing everything possible t:o 
oncourag'c the building up of an export trade 
in coaL The importance of the matter is 
particularlv emphasised by a consideration 
of the position in New South \Y 1les. In a 
report whi.;h I have in my hand it is :.hrw-n 
that in 1913 the lobi coal produc:-ion in 
New South \Vaks wac. 10,00~,onn toe1s, whir11, 

with the p~riodical fluctuatior:.s, w.as nwin~ 
tained y€ ar!y until 1922. Out cf a produc­
tion of 10,182,000 tons in that n-c,r, 2,208 0"0 
tons \Yer0 exported oYorsP1s to~ ·:uch n1ark0Ls 
as Alaska, Borneo, Brit1Hh I'-~L ·,, Cui ne~. 
Can<Lda, Cape Colony, Chili, Ecuador, Egypt, 
Fiji, Franco, Gilbert Islands, Gr~at B:-itain, 
Holland, Hongkong, India, Japan, Jant, 
Mauritius, i\Ta rshall Isla,tds. K o_tal, :\' ow 
Caledonia, New Guinea, Now Hcbric!cs. New 
Zc:dand, Norway, Ocpan Island, Panama, 
Per':, Philippine Isbnds, Sandwic:h Isla.nds, 
Strmts Settlements, and the Solomon Islands. 
r:rhat will give hon. lnmnberc.J some idea of 
the extensive nature of tho oversea~;: n1,Jl'kets 
11hich exist for a commodity that we lwYe in 
this State, and in connection with which 
YCr} little has been ·done so far-although 
I admit the Labour Government did mal:e 
:::or.Lle att:ernpt to encourage an export trade­
to, cn~ble those producing it to se\11 it ,,t a 
pncc at '"hich competition with otlier co:m­
trics could be met, \Yhen :\'ew South \Yaks 
\Va.s exporting coal ln ;;rcat qu? 'ftities, the 
pncc was irom £1 Os. 6d, to £1 1s, 6d, f.o.b. 
A.-. a result, hov.reYer, of r·eccnt competition 
fl·on1 South ... lfrica. \vh~re the Gov-..::rnm 'nt 
give a rebate up to 8s. 6d. nor ton on coal 
0xportcd, the export trade 'of ]\' ev: South 
\Vales has seriously declined. Dc:pite the 
excellent coaling- (acilitics at :c\c\\·castlc, the 
export coal tra-d0 of :\' ew South \Yale, is 
under 1,000,000 tDns per annum at the present 
tunc. 

1\.lr, Knso: Ha:e you any fig uro: as to 
the cost of produel!on: 

:'tlr. FOLEY: South African ce>al call be 
exported at from lls, to 12s. pce ton Lo.b,, 
which makes it difficult for oven Nc,w Soath 
Wales, with its excellent coaling facilities, 
to compete. 

Mr. KELSO : The r-e is no loss on the cost 
of production on Kew South \Vales coaL 

::\Ir. FOLEY: Not that I am aware of. I 
am speaking of the average price obtained 
for the total amount exported. Thme wore 
tirnB'' when the exportere, in order to main­
tain their markets, hac1 to export coal below 
cost of production, I know one or two small 
companies in Quccnsland, who could ill afford 
to do it, who have already "Cnt avray from 
200 to 300 tons of coal in an endeavour to 
got their coal estab]iRhc-d on the overseas 
markets, The previous Administration "ent 
so fa·r as to assist the Blair Atbol district 
nnd coalmines west from Roekhampton, in 
the Central district. It w ;s pointed out to 
the Treasurer of the day that th:' freig-ht 
charges that were then imposed -made it 
almost impossible for those mines to plac& 
coal on boats at a price at which they could 
hope to compete with Kew South Wales 
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co:1l; and the Treasurer of the day agreed to 
carry coal in Queensland at a rate of ;id. per 
ton per n1ilc, "\vhich hon. 1nmnbcrs HlUSt 

ad1nit '"as a con~iderable coneess:lon. It was 
practically a 1Jl'l111ercorn frci;;ht rate, but, 
notwithstanding that lo\V rate, these con1~ 
panics still hav•3 difficulty in securing an 
export trade. The re,wnt troutJ •; ir, N · .,. 
South \Yal0c.; has assistod, not onlv BO\\en, 
but som· of the coalmines in the liinterland 
of the Central district. \Ve export many 
commodities at a loss in order to keep an 
indPstry going. I do not say we could do 
that with everv industrv in thr country. but 
where there is ·an oppm;tunity of buildi.ng up 
a trade which will mP1n tho circul: tion of 
trmnendous sun1s of money in the country 
t.he Government should go to the extreme 
in the way of granting concc:isions to enable 
coal produc·'rs to fight the competition from 
·south Africa and othN count1·ies, and even· 
tua1Iy estahli~h our coal on the OYE'f:c.C~B 
1narkeh on its n1erit. V\re can supply coal 
01ual to any coal produced in South Africa. 
An attempt was made along tho'•C linos in 
th · agreement made "·ith Mr. Sleigh. 

The SPEAKER : Qr.der ! 'Th0 hon. mem· 
bcr cannot introduce that subject. 

1\'Ir. FOLEY: It is bearing on the sub­
jc,'t. 

The SPE,AKER.: The hon. member c:>n· 
not introduce that subject. 

1\fr. FOLEY: I do uot want to crPate a 
brawL but I ·want to ~rcfc·r to a section of 
the agreement. 

The SPEAKER: Order 1 The hon. mem­
b' r cannot refer to the agreement. 

Me. FOLEY: The _-'.uditor-Geneml makes 
reference to the loss on the export coal tradr'. 
which is another way of arriving at the point 
I wish to make. Com'1laints have been made 
b:v hon. members on' the Gon~rnment side 
against the lo~·j n:ad0. I claim that. if 1ve 
eve·r intend to 0stablish Quc~~nsland coal on 
the overseas nutrket. we shall ha"".~c to n1ako 
<1 I os~ for a n u1n ber of )~cars and I et t.lv~ 
home market 111akc H'J that lo:;s, r'S is dml'" 
in c~mncction ;_·jth other f'Ommodjt.ir~s. Other 
countri1''" ar0 doing- the san1e thing. The 
South African GoYcrnmcnt give a rebate of 
Be. 6cl. P<'r· ton on all coal exported, which 
enables tho coaln1in0s jn that countrv tn 
compete not unJv v'ith "\\;'"ales and ot}H?r 'coal­
mints in Britain. but also with coalmine., 
in Auetralie.. \Ye shall have tn adopt 
·imih · tndirs to 0etablish our coal. If w0 

.•!low them to adopt thoc·' tactics and ;ret 
their coD 1 on the over sPaR rnarket, these 
'"0rs will take no other coal. 

If we can cor1cede to <'On1pani0s frc•i.2ht 
rn.tes l<nd other concessions to enable thom 
to fairly comlwte with South Africa, we shall 
have the advantai;e of getting our coal. which 
is a "inpej_·ior product, on sorne of the market.:; 
wbch S?nth Africa is now supplying; awl. 
or1c_• rt 1s u;;;ed Ii.1 those countries. \Ve shall 
ht· able to maintain a trade with them. and 
eventually get a price approaching a reason. 
able cost of prorlnclion. I hope the Secrc­
tar,, for 1\Iines will do everything possible 
to bmld up 'ln export trade in coal. \Ve 
have in the Blair Athol district a coalmine 
with 1l.n ave1·ag·e of 65 feet of clean coal­
ono of the best sE'ams of coal in the world 
and thn largest seam of steam coal in th~ 
world. If the company were i;iven a con­
·cession, il· would Le able to place the cord 
D!l boats at Gladstono or Broadmount at a 

reasonable price, and be able to adopt other 
methods of marketing than are being adopted 
there to·day. In that mine it is possible to 
strip the overburden and produce coal at a 
price in the vicinity of 2s. or 3s. per ton. 
They are doing that in some countries 
where there is 20 to 30 feet of overhurd.'n 
in some places. In Alabama, in the 
United Statn of _'unerica, they are using 
Bucyrus shm·cls and stripping 30 feet of 
oyo;·burdc'n and marketing the coal succe,s­
fully from na,rrow seams 28 to 33 inchn 
in width. \Ye have at Blair Athol a seam 
of 65 feet of cl can steam coal with an 
a vera go of 6D fed of overburden; and it 
v·ould he stripped if inducements were 
offered to this company to enable it to build 
up a market. It would then have sufficient 
confidence to ado11t a different svtscm of 
mining, thereby cutting down the cost of 
production enormously. 

Mr. Nnnro: Didn't Blair Athol try that? 

1\Ir. FOLEY: C\o; it ho,s never got to that 
··tagc. Thc're \Vas an effort to adopt th tt 
system of mining, but, after spending £20,00;] 
to make an open-cut, the funds were 
exhausted before the coal wa:, reached. 
and it could not get support from any 
financial institution to r:nn on. There 
the hole lie' at Blair Athol ;,t the present 
time, and no furiher ''"·-~)rk being done, as 
no encouragement is being given to the 
company operating there to go on with the 
schen1e. Xo managing director can recom­
mend to its compan;- the installation of 
rnachinery, such as Bucyrus shovels and ele­
vating machinery, costing from £100,000 to 
£150,000, if he cannot see any chancP. 
when the coal is produced, of marketing it 
overseas, as, o1.ving to our present port 
charges, royaltie", and such like charges, it 
is impossible to do anything. W c shall 
have to go on similar lines to South Africa, 
at !c:tst for a y~ar or so, if we wish to 
esteblish our coal on the overseas market. 

:vir. :\1Al!ER : Is your company prepared 
to continue selling coal under . the cost of 
production? 

Mr. FOLEY: It has alrcadv done it. It 
i> not what you would call a· big, powerful 
company. 

l\tr. 1\LHER: You want the State to do 
what you want. 

:\lr. FOLEY: The South African Govern 
ment have !?'iven a rovaltv or rebate of 
Ss 6d. per ton ; awl the ·export runs to 
tLou.sandd of tons a vear. The South 
African coal is getting ;, market all ov·er 
the world. Th0 export coal trade of New 
South Wales has !wen cut down bv half 
as the result of those methods bv · South 
Africa. \Vc must adopt thoso methods. and 
the State, being richer than coalmining com· 
panics, mmt assist tlwm if they wish this 
p,crticular lrade to be developed. A com­
pany cannot possibly expect to do it by itself. 

The Bow,cn and Stvx Biver State mines aro 
much better situated than Blair Athol, becaus·o 
they are pract'cally right on i he coast; and, 
a lthm.tgh their cc6t of production is a little 
high as compared with i.hat in South Africa, 
much cout·d b,- done with sympathetic ad· 
ministration bv the Government lo establish 
their coal on· ,,ome of the markets I have 
mentioned. 

It has been announced that ::vir. Frank 
Rvrne who ''as acting as agent for the 
D0parhncnt of Mines ii1 placing its coal on 

11·1r'. Foley.] 
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the lo'"l market. will e,·entually be dis. 
miescd. I do not know whether he ha' been 
dismi·sed up to date; but I would point out 
that he has givea excellent senice. He is 
an energetic n1an, with plenty of pud1, who 
can approach prudically an; coal user and 
put hio ca'e wdl; and, if the Ministpr dis­
rni:scs l1im. lP~ wiH haYE' io appoint some­
body in his place-somebody who can be 
right on tho ~pot in the centres '"chere Bowen 
coal is distributed. The amount which Mr. 
1~~-rne has boon receiving is but a small per­
centoge of the <1ctual cost of production, and 
would not amount to ono-thousandth part 
of a penny per ton of coal procluoecl at the 
Bowen Sbtte coalmine and sold by him. I 
ce.nEot understand the department dismissing 
a n1an \V~lo has done such C'X:cellcnt. service 
in improving the sale or Bo·,vcn coal on the 
local market \vhca it is knm;-n tLit. if pro­
duction from the field is to he maintained, 
>omebody else \vill have to take his place. 
I do noc think it is po%ib!o to get a better 
1nan. 

I trust that the Secrctarv for ::VIincs will 
do something to induce the Government to 
do something in the WaY of giying con­
cessions to producers in Queensland to 
enable them to build up an ovorsea.~ trade. 

::\1r. POLLOCK ((Jr-euory): It appears to 
me that the m·a-~tice of the Bowen State 
cc;alrnine of endeavouriHg to 1narket coal by 
edling it at a price eyen lower than the cost 
of production is fairly generally adopted by 
flnns starting out with a new lino. 

It is not an uncorr1mon busillPf'S practice 
on the part of people who dcsir" lo place a 
new lino upon a new market to sell that 
commodit:· at less than the cost of produc­
tion in order to secure the businc:3s. First o£ 
all, it is essential that the commodit .• sought 

to be •,old should be< ome kllown 
[2 p.m.] and established. E,-ory business 

firn1 recogni~;cs the nc~·essitv for 
n1aking sonic sacrifice in that regard." Let 
me illm•trato the car.e of the A.C.E. and 
perhaps the drapery establishment of the 
Treasurer. I do not desire to be por•-omd, but 
I use those places merely bv wa, of illustra­
t-ion. It is not an uncomnion thing for the 
A. O.E. to put a line of groceries on the 
market actual!:· at les~ than c.~st price. I 
believe that certain wholesale firms found it 
necessary to prevent the ~\.O.E. in t-his action. 
rrhc objc(_ t of the A.C.B. I kuc:w \I as !-o 
dr.aw the custom to oHu:r lir~cs on ~shich 
they made a huge profit. 

Mr. JI.IAXWELL: \\'hat other lin<>s \Yotdcl the 
Srate ha,-e apart from the coal? 

:\h. POLLOCK: I kno,,- that the ca'<' is 
11ot an exact analo~·v, but- I use it for tlto 
purpose of illustration. It was ncccssc n· to 
establ.J~h .~'1,11 oycrsoas 1narket, and, in oi·dcr 
tc o~t·1bhsh- that market, it \\as nc,_·e:--sarv 
that the products should beCome "'' ll and 
fayourabl:v knO\Yil. If tht! 1uarln. t y~·hi··h the 
Govcrnnwnt sougbt to obtain h,lcl been 
secured, i" jt not obYious that an inrrcast d 
output would enable the production costs to 
be ·d?crcasod? I an1 n1crcly taking tho 
expenf'ncc of men like IIenrv Ford and 
other ''Tell~kno\Yl1 n1anufacturcrS on a laro·e 
scale. If such a svstPrn were a.donted tbc 
State of _Queensland· could become a' producer 
of coal m a b1g- \Yav. If the State chose to 
establish a co._d tra-de on a foreign market 
and temporarily lost on the deal in order to 
secure the incr~ascd output. it would follow 
that there would be a decreased cost of pro­
duction. It is not unreasonable to assume 

[111r. F'oley 

that an inrr-:.>ast:d output \YOU ld rr~ ·,a.n a 
(hv:rea~e in the cost of production. and 
cyentuallv thP co:d would be~ sold at a lo\YCT 
price. It is L-·id down as an axiom by J.ig­
bu~Jincs.;; rnen that thP bigger the output tb:1 
lo'·' er the ~net of production. Oth:rwise how 
do \Ye secure the n1otor car so eh(- : .. pl,'-'' unde-r 
the s--stcm of ma-.s productio:J '! It i' 
hecau:w of the increased output. Obviou~ly 
then, if the State wishes to ~!'cur.; an on:r­
seas trade in coal, it necessarily must nwke 
sacrifices in the beginning in order to adYCl'­

tise the product. 

I do not desire to get rount1 the f'l11n_cr of 
t:w D0putv Speaker in a11y wa:;.~-, ~lr. 
Speaker. l ha Ye no intention of trJ ir:g to· 
do ~o. \Y A C'lnnot. The Speaker gi"'. l'(: a 
ruling, and there is no uso trying ·to get 
round it. I an1 sorrv that the Prc1nic•r is 
llOt in his place this vaftcrnoon. The ruling 
giYen b:-T the Dcpnty Spt aker ·was to the 
cffert that "~Se conlcl not di~cth~~ rhc Sl\~igh 
contract becau~e there was on the business 
sh et a peciJic motion with that cbj "t in 
vielv. The ruling is a sound ono, o:tnd in 
uecor·d,)_ncc \vith parliarncntar.v procedure, 
pr<n iJed \, e are given an opportunity to 
discuss the n1ot'ion referred to. If the 
Prernicr had giycn us an undertaking that 
we \rotlld haYe an opportunity of discussing 
the rnotion at a later stao·c, nobodv \Yonld 
haYe endcaYoured to introduce t.he~ nJattPr 
durillg th-· djscus:-;ion on thl.) rc~olu6nlJ. \Ye 
·do not bclieyc that \VC shall be given an 
opportunity to djsctF·S it-. \\-~· b:.:lit-..·vc that 
it will be arnong the "slaught<.'rc 1 iDno­
cents J• ut the end of the s~·ssion. .r:al. there~ 
fore, the rnan who::-e honour has been 
jn1pugncd -,-;·i!l uvt haYn a. chanc·n to reply tO· 
any of th<... charges that h, Ye le _('_l In ado 
against hin1 

The SECRETARY FOH ~\II:\'ES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherto11, Chillauu): In reply to the 
discussion \Yhich has been continued for the 
last hour or so by members of the Opposi­
tion, I desire to i:ltate that there is 110 inten­
tion of di.scontinuing the woek in the ccal· 
Ininc-s n1entioned, 1nore ('SIJLcially in the 
Bowcn i':\tat0 coalmine, whic!J has comrJ under 
discussion this rnorning. 

The hon. member for Herbor·t referred to 
certain chargcJ: presun1C~.bl~· 1113-de by my-self, 
in connection with the sale of c•Jal from the 
Bow en State coalmine, but the Deputy 
Speaker ruled that at this sta.g•' those 
charges could not be di ·ens'· e-el. V,'hatl'ver 
I :,aiel on the floor of this I-Ious J on a 
preYious occasion ha'j bccu Yf>rifled in the 
report of th2 \udi tor-General. As hon. 
members ha Ye quoted fron1 th-• report of the 
Auclitor-Gecoeral, I also clesi,·e to do like­
wise. lion. 1nembcrs questioned the figures 
"hi eh I gave concc·rning ihe n1argin be h) cen 
the price to produce the co1l, the price ulJder 
t :.w contract, and the price at \Yhich tho 
Bowcn coal has been sold to other con­
sumers. 

The SPE/I.KER: Order ! The hon. gentle-­
man will not be order iu ck::tling with that 
subject. 

OPPOSITION :ii.1E3IBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Auditor-General in his report cays-

" As the average cmt of production 
in 1927-28 \\as 13s 9.3cl., e.ncl in 1928-29 
13s. 11.95d, the prices paid by Sleigh 
are considerably under production costs." 
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::VIr. POLLOCK Mr. 
Speaker--

The SPEAKER Order ! The hon. gentle­
man is not in order in referring to the 
Sleigh contract. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: \V c will want to refer to 
it if the :Yiinistcr is allowed to do so. 

The SECRETARY FOH, MIKES: The 
hon. member for llorbert endeavoured to 
draw an analogy betwe<:n the loss sust.a.ined 
or. the export price of coal anrl the loss sus­
tained on the e-zport of butter and sugar, 
but the compttrison is quite out of place. 

:J\lr. Pou.ocK: Because you don't eat coal. 

The SECRETARY FOH ;\fi:l\'ES: The 
sugar-growers do not allow a middleman to 
make a profit from the sale cf sug:tr exported 
ov~r,cas. The sugar cx:portod and disposed 
of oYcrseas is handled by the Sugar Board, 
who oLtain the best possible price for the 
exportable surplus in the overseas markets. 
1.' ndcr their method of dealing with the 
c·xpvrtahlc surplus no personal benefit 
accrues to any middleman, as there does 
m,cler the Sleigh coal contract. There is 
thMs furl her difference bet we en the :sale ~f our 
sugar and coal: The sugar sold to the other 
States of the Commonwealth is not classed 
as export sugar; but the coal that is sold 
in the other States of the Commomvealth is 
cla·'sccl as an export sale. Therefore, the 
sale of the hYo prodncts is conducted on a 
different basis altogether. 

In referring to the Townsvillo agent of 
the Bo\Ycn coahnine, the hon. 1nember for 
Herbert asked if aiFone would be appointed 
when he va-cated the position. I can assure 
the hon. m0mber that v:he>n :::..Jr. Byrno 
retires frorn the position son1eono will be 
theTe to ne;;otia to in the interest" of the 
Bm1 en coalmine, which will not he left 
without a selling agrmt. Tho hon. men~ber 
nlf'ntioned that he had met Mr. Byrne on 
RCYoral occa'3ions: in fact, he ~aid ho had 
met him all OYPr the countrv. Probablv the 
lton. mcnlhCl' n1ct :1Ir. BYrnC as far sou.th aR 
Ado! 1ide. XoY't, it was· no usr Ylr. Byrnc 
or anyone else in his po~ition g-oing to Rout.h 
Aus!ndia to trv to sell coal there. because 
:::..1r. Sleig-h-- .. 

Tho SPRAI<ER: Order~ I ha ye .~,lroaclv 
rnlc~l that rcfcrf'nre to the Sleigh agrccmcn.t 
is t•ntircly ont of order, a!ld I hope the hon. 
!'('"1tlcman will not refer to that matter at 
thi~ juncture. 

The SRCHETARY FOR :\11?\ES: Outside 
of coal for bnnkering purposcf;~ Mr. 13yrne 
ould not sell cc- t! outside of Queensland. 
That answer also applies to the qucr: .. of the 
hon. member for Bowcn as to the advis­
abilib of sending someone to South Australia. 

The !ton. nwmbcr for HPrbcrt stated that 
he rlid not know. a person who could fill this 
po3ition as satisf.-1rtor1lv . J :I\1r. B-yrne. All 
I can say is that the hon. member for Herhcrt 
doe~ not know {'Yer:v jndiYiclnal in QuePns­
lancl. There ere qnite a. number of peonlc 
\Yhom he does not know-possibly to their 
benefit. 

The hon. memb0r for L:•ichhenlt was quite 
conc-t~rned a.s to \Y}H'ther dcYclornncnts would 
continue at the Bowen coe"lmine: For the last 
month or so that mine has been producing­
mm·e coal than eYer before. possiuly ciue 
to the amount that is being cxrortecl at 
present. At the ame time. the clav mav 
come when the min<' will not be wcrked s~' 
consistently, for the simple reason that, 

v1hen nonnal conditions again prcYail on the 
coalfields in )Jew South \Yales, >Ye shall 
probably lose as n11ch as £{) per cu1~. of the 
Lu.sincss which '\VC are now N'an~acuug. Of 
LOttr8!', I naturally hope we shall be able to 
maintain sornc of the export business if the 
price is a little moro suLa ble 

\V o are also in n0~otiation >Yith the ·Eount 
Isa I\Iincs, Limited,- concerning Bowen coal. 
Quite recently we sent av\·ay a parcel of coal 
to be manufactured into coke to see if an 
m·ticic could be produced that you1c1 meet 
with the rcquir,,ncnts cf the :\lcunt I2a 
JWopk. \Vo arc hoping that if the article 
is suitable and the price is satisfactor2,·, we 
shall be suppl:y in;:· all the coal and coke 
requiTcments of JYiount r .. a. 

It does not matter how good the coal is, 
there are certain qualities oi coal that will 
not manu£<• cturo the class of coke required. 
\Ye hope that it will. The sample of coke 
manufactured has been sent OYerseas to see 
"·hothcr it is adaptable to their puq1ose or 
not. As rnost hon. rncn1bers are a\varc, in 
silver-l0ad mining you rnust ha Ye cok~ of a 
certain c_:uality. If these qualiti<o's are m the 
coke, we hope to come to an arrangement 
vith the Mount Isa Company to supply them 
with the :tmount of coke they require. Pend­
ing the~c negotiations, \VO have not done any­
thinco: jn the rnattcr o£ extending clevt:·lop­
nlcnt in the Bowen State roaln1ine 1norc 
than is possible under prr-v~r1t condition;;,. 

:\fr. COLLIXS : There is no intention to 
interfere with the Bowcn State coalmine as 
a State enterprise' 

The SECRETARY FOH :\II:'\ES: At the 
present juncturD we haYc not the slightest 
intlmtion of interfering v ith the Bow en State 
coalmine. I am not sure >Yhether it was the 
hon. rncrnbcr \Yho intcrYie\Ycd rnc \Vith 
'regard to the Bo\Yen State co~dn1ine; but, 
in answer to the hon. member who did inter­
YiC\V rnc, I said: "If yon L 1d a hive of 
bees, consisting of one queen and a lot of 
c!rones, natnre1ll~· ~ ou would get rid of the 
drones first." I look upon the Bow en State 
coalmine as thP queen anlong,.:.:t State cnter­
pri~'.'-~~, and I ha~·c no intention of GT~-tin~ 
rid of the f]lF'CI1 until aJl the drvllC'S are gonf'. 
I am glad to say thcct a lot of the drones, 
such as thr. Srate Rtations and the State can­
nerv. have been disposed CL. I do not. say 
that we shall dispose of the Bo\Yen State 
coaln1inC' C\?cn when a11 the drones are dis­
posed of. If we do decide that the Bowen 
State coalmine has to go to pri\·atc enter­
prise. there >vill be certain restrictions that 
the mine must still work fayonrablv towards 
Quernsland, suC'h as is the case {lncler the 
s:1pcrvision of tl1e Government. 

The hon. member for Bo>Yen definitely 
declared that the Auditor-General was wrong 
when he said there was a Jo- cf 2s. 7d. per 
ton on the ~oa1 s,'l]d overs£>a~. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: I saicl the loss conlcl be 
reduced to ls. 7d. per ton. 

The SRC'RETARY FOR '\JI:\ES: The 
hon. membcr for Bo\Y<.!n ul~o <;aiLl that the 
c·xtra rovaltv tlwt the GoYernment derived 
on that roal'more than counteracted the loss 
that occurred. In round figures the rovaltv 
on coal exnorted in 1927:28 amounted to 
£1.300. ancf the extra loss incurred on that 
coal would be con<·iderablv over £3.000. '" it 
\\·i]j tlP "'•'n that the rova]ty On that coal 
tloPs 1~ct C'Ountrract the e~tra· los.: incurr0d. 

Mr. FoLEY: How did vou arriYe at that 
£3.000? . 

Hon. E. A .. Atherton.] 



1210 Supply. [ASSEJ\IBL Y.] Svpply. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'di:c\'ES: The 
i1gure o-iven in the Auditor-General's report 
for 192'7-28 was 27,000 tons. That is how I 
arrived at the £3,000 odd. 

The hon. member for Gregory made a 
rambling statement about temporary loss, 
sr:ying thn.t it "-as ahvays expected, and you 
could expect temporary loss on a deal when 
it i going to incre.c.se your s<tles. All I can 
sav to that is that this is more than a 
tei'nporary loss. The loss runs into }'Pars, 
and, in my opinion, it has got beyond i he 
temporary stage. Tho hon. member for 
Grcgory apparently imagines that he has 
a grievance-and I consider that I have a 
grievanm'-in not being able to discmo the 
Sleigh contr, et. I say definitely that it was 
the hon. member's party which placed that 
notice of 1notion on the busine~s sheet wl1ich 
prohibits us from discussing the matter. 
A ppnrenilv hon. members opposite did not 
want the ·matter discussed, or they would 
not have g·iven notice of that resolution. 
We are following the came methods at tlw 
Bowcn State coalmines as '""~·re previously 
adoptnl; w,· are continuing the work in the 
same direction. 

The hon. member for Leichhardt said that 
the expense per ton incurred in having a.n 
agent in Townsville did not run into one­
thousandth part of a penny per ton. I think 
it will be agreed that that is quite a wild 
and exaggerated statement to make. 

l\Ir. PoLLOc•c : Are you discussing the 
Sleigh contract? \Y c were not permitted to 
discuss it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: The 
hon. men1ber is wrong again. I am dealing 
~;,·ith l\lr. B:vrne. In round figures. it is 
costing considerably over 3d. per ton to 
m<Ct·ket that coal. I am not saying that 3d. 
per ton is too muc,h; I just want to contra­
dict the stah'ment that' would get abroad 
that it did not cost the onc-thomandth part 
of a pemry per ton to sc·ll the Bowen coal. 
I am slrowin:, that it has cost oYer 3d. per 
ion. I hayo nothing further to add on the 
Dowen Stat' coalmine at the present 
juncture. 

Resolution 18 (Department of Mines~Chid 
Office) agreed to. 

Re,olution 19-(Dr pr1rtmr ,;t of J:!inrs­
ln Aid of Jfining)-agreed to. 

Re•.olution 20-" Drpartmr ,qt of JJin,·s­
Jfin';'l[J Firlds "-

lVI r. POLLOCK ( Circgory) : I rise to a 
point of order. I understand that the reso­
lutions are called out at the beginning of 
the day's proceedings to simplify the business 
before the House, and to enable vou, Mr. 
Speaker, as a matter of convenience, to put 
en bloc those resolutions which we have 
indicated we do not wish to discuss. But 
that does not entitle you to put those resolu­
tions without discussiOn. 

The SPE~\KER : Ever since Standing 
Order 307 has been in operation, the prac­
tice has heP-n for the Speaker to cail ont 
the numben of the resolutioHs, and for hon. 
members to notifv which resolution thov wish 
to discus~. " " 

GovER:-!}!E!\T MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

ThP SPEAKER: As hon. members call 
out the resolutions th0y wish to discuss, they 
are noted by me, and I give hon. momber3 
the opportunit:. to discuss tho~e resolutions. 

[ FI on. E. A. Atherton. 

J\Ir. Por.LOCK: There is nothillg in t]Je 
Standing· Orders providing for that. 

The SPEAKER: It is not in the Standing 
Order, but ihe practice I h'lv outlined has 
bePn observed in this I-Iousn ever :::in('e 
Standing Order 307 came into existence. 

GOVER><l'IIENT MEMBERS: He!lr, hear ! 

2\lr. POLLOCK: \Ve 'hall have to call " N nt 
formal " to them all. 

The SPEAKER: Hon. memb•_rs are quite 
entitled to cail " ::">[ ot formal " to every one 
o[ them, or indicate that t.hev wish to di'­

every one of them; but. ·if they do not 
so, I toke it that I am Pntitlecl to put the 

rc-<o!utions they do not call. 
GOVERN21!EKT MEMBERS: Hear, hea;· ! 
An OPPOSITION ::V1E2\IBER: Snppocc an hon. 

member is not here? 

The SPEAKER: If anv hon. member is 
not here when the rc,oJ{,tio"'' are called, 
he should be hc>re. I arn not io blame if 
hon. rr1embcrs ar0 not hero. 'Thcv kno\v 
that the business is cmning on. aild they 
;hould be here or get somebody else to 
call them. The question is-

" ThRt Resolution :\' o. 20 be agreed 
to." 

(Opposition dissent.) 

Mr. BEDFORD (1Vurrtgo): Duriug the 
debate on ihe Mining Trnst Limited Agree­
ment Ratification Bill-which was not a 
debate at all on that Bill, because the 
whole subject was lost c,ight of in rcn 
attempt to cnfluencc the Fedcncl <dec­
t'on and to review things ,.·hich hap­
pened llve years ago, \Yhich were well 
known to !he House at iho time they 
!1-~ppencd and h.tve been public property 
ever since-certain statements \Vere made to 
which I have not had the opportunity of 
replying till no\"--; and I propose to nYail 
myself of the 0pportuni ty. T t will he 
remembered that the Secretary for Mine•, 
in introdu.eing the Bill-his speech vvas not 
ort the Dill so much as it was an att"mpt 
t·1 make politJCai propaganda in view of 
the approachinry Federal election o' 12th 
October, t:w 1'esult of which may or may 
not haYo satisfied hirn-made r:->rtain Rtate­
ments to the effect t.h'lt I had '·bhc''"' .i!.·d" 
the :rdount Isa niincs. Limitcd-thos-:.~ 1Y~re 
the words used-in ordei· to get .£125,000 for 
( ('rbtin rnining leases. 

The facts are these: In 1923 I pur ha,ed 
an option from the holders of five mimng 
!ease., on the Mount lsa field for £25,000. 
Earlv in 1924 a company with a capital 
of £50,000 was floated to pay this £25.000. 
It deYPloped some millious of tons of ore, 
spent £27,000, and fin a ily sold to Mount I sa 
Mines Limited for £125,000. The cit·cum­
stances-and nothing could have been clearer 
-were that some of the meaner followers of 
ihe Government were put up to make the 
worst possible case out of those facts. In 
antic .. rpation nf this nuttter being discussed 
iu this Chamber, the Nationalist Ass:Jciation 
prepared certain headlines and reports, 
"·hi eh \\ore on the way to the country before 
1 he statenwnts were uttered here. It is a 
known fflct that certain members on the 
J\'ationalist side who were proceeding to the 
country to help the party opposed to Labour 
i,, the Federal 0l"ction were supplied with 
all these alleged facts n. couph' of hours 
before the statements were made here. Since 
then the Premier has stated-and no' ody 
could help saying it after haYing had the 
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•·cal factg put before him-that ho l>olievcd 
there was no corruption in the matter. 

Since then I have had to "'"him nriYateh. 
and Gsk him that the injustice ·honld £ 
removed fron1 n1o of bci11g a'"'"Ociatcd with 
the Mungana inquiry. It m1"t be admitted 
-I would be the readic,t to a-dmit it-th: t 
the eYidencc given into thut must oppor­
tunely held federal bankruptc:,• inqu[ry, 

date<:! so that, if there \vas cnv 
[2.30 p.m.] evidence to < 0me out ag-ainst ~,J,:. 

Theodore, it should come cut iu 
time for the Feder<tl elections-showed 
that tho Govnnment had made out a 
good cas0 for an inquir~~ into l\1ungana, 
if the eYidence there adduced was true. 
It must be rcmembcr0d that this part-'· 
absolutely and thorong:1ly bclieYr·s th0 
statement made in this Home and at 
the Labour Convention in 1928 thnt the 
holding of :\Jr. :\1cCormack in that pro­
perty was only 338 shares. If the cYidcJor" 
rebutting that b' correct. then the Go, ,?fE­

mnlt have n1arlo out an exceller ~ ct_~c fo: u 
lVIungana inquiry. Thr Prcn1icr him~e1f h~s 
:.drnitted, and he know::;, as all Llirrn1ncL•l 
members on his side lnlolv, too, th--j 1' it i.::. ~l 
·-weeping injustice that any artrmpt shnnld 
be made to tie up JI.Iungana ,,-ith the clean 
proposition that Mount Isa Proprichry was. 
To ull 1ny inqniri0s and que'-'tior;:" in thi~ 
House T have had the sanw sl'>•r otypcd 
reply-the last reply being that the Premier 
had "nothing more to add.'' I ha,-o some­
tloing more to add, and I am addi11g it. 

On th,- whole question of :\Iungana praY­
ing worthy of inquiry. and ::}Iount Jsa being 
worthy of an inquiry for differf'nt rcas~.ns, it 
must be apparent, aft.er all, that th•' 
Government are doing that. Jf no 
iw1uiry is granted, I shall be forced to 
c c.c ;·cise my rights as a priy,!te CltlZ0ll to 
dP.~ll 1vith the newspapers that were printed 
by the Nationalist A .. sociation in collusion 
":ith the part)' opposite. They knew what 
was going to be ~aid; thev ln1evv the state­
ments that were to be made. an<:! th<', had 
,1lready prepared briefs for the country 
papers three or four hours before the statc­
D1ents 'verc made ]n thi~ I-Ionse. If that 
kind of thing has to be done. then it onlv 
means that a lTICinbor of Pa:rlinrn'--Lt has :: 0 
,-ights in Parliament, and11o right of clefPlld­
ing himself in Ptn-liament. because it will 
not be admitted that he is -defending himself. 
The St-anding Ordc•rs could be strain cl to a 
point that ·would not pcrrnit con1n1ist~ration 
of anv kind being· extcmkd to this side. 'l'hd 
Gov(:rnrnent could refuse ju:3tice to ,, n1an by 
saving that it ha-d nothing fnnhor to acli,­
the ffif'\I_H stat 0 1nent rnadc bv the l 1remier 
yesterday and qulto UD'iYortliy of hin1. It 
aho means that, if wc have !CO rights in this 
1nattcr, 'iYO have some right~ in other rnat­
ters, and wc have a right to clcmancl that 
the Slc0n1an case shall l~e investigated h·orn 
cne end to tho other. 

lUr. SPEAKER: Order! 

1\Ir. BEDFORD: Althm1gh \Ye mav be in 
a n1inontv, yet 'iYC haYc certain rights. not 
only a' members of Parliament. but ao; pri­
vate citizens. I want to knmv from the 
Government if_ in connection with the ]\fount 
Isa matter, I an1 to .be forcl·d to spend n1y 
ov•n money prosecuting 11cv spapcrs outside 
to get justice from the GoYu:nmc11t that 
permitted ib follower<--its mconcst follo\\'crs 
again~to put up charges whieh, wh~n ab"-o~ 
lutely and thoroughly rcpli. cl tr>. tl·o,- run 
\fl\vay fron1. and state that they have notbi:1g 

furth. r to add. I h:1vt-: ~·Jrn2thi!JC: further to 
add, and if I do not add it h~;·e I will <>del 
it outside. 

Resolution 20-(Dezvt~·!J·, nt of .lfi'!ls-­
_lfininu Pielrls)-agrecd to. 

Resolutions 21, 22, and 23 agreed to. 
Resolution 24--" Rail~<·ays-Intclliuence 

·-nld Tou,·ist Bureau"-

1\Ir. I-IYXES (Tounsville): I notice that 
there is a reduction of £500 in this item. 
I '"as hopeful that the GoYermnent would 
se<? the desirability of doing something to 
adv0rti~)e the State to encourage a tourist 
tram• to :'\orth Queensland. The sights to be 
.nen in X orth C:ncensland and the climate 
in wjnter tin1c are unstura·_:s:.:d i!l an. part 
of the world. It is rnthPr extraordinary 
that gi'eatcr adnwtage is not Lkcn of 
::\orth Queensland by people in tho South 
and pcorlo of other countrie.;. This sub­
dc·partmc•nt has ]- ·>e•n tra,sfcrred from the 
Chief Secretary's ])cpartnicnt to the Raihvay 
Department. I am hopeful th,:t this will 
rncan ~on1e .tin1ulus io the '~ark of the 
hnrcau: but the reduction in the vote for 
this important bmnch of the public service 
indincs me to the belief that 1!0 great 
improvement is to be effected in consequence 
of the transfer. I have taken the matter 
up \Yith the Com1ni~sioner for Railwa:v.'>, ·who 
infon11ed n1e that it is bis intention to get 
Iocnl authorities and progress a':3ociations to 
co-operate with hi111 in advertising the 
various tourist rPsorts along the coast. This 
is a mattel' which is a function of the Go­
Yernmcnt. Jt is all very well a'king local 
bodies to co-operate with thf' department. 
but it is the bounden dut.- of the Govern­
nH.:nt to cnconrago tourist 'traffic in Queens­
land. I had the opportunitv last ye"r of 
looking through Tasmania, but found the 
attractions were not comparable with the 
attraction, of Xorth Queen land; vet Tas­
mania has a tourist traffic that is worth 
hnndrcds of thousands of pounds per annum. 
The tomist traffic in Queensland is languish­
ing becails0 of the mea~ro support and en­
couragement received fron1 the Government. 
Hon. members mav say that the late Govern­
nHmts were also reo,ponsible. I think that the 
past Government should haYe t11ken a deeper 
interr·~t in this irnportant nuttt;-r. 'Vo have 
a climate in Xorth Quce'•sland second to 
none in the _,-oriel. IV e ehould ad verti,e that 
fact throLl_ghout the world. \Ve should also 
advertise' the fact that Xorth Queeinsland, not­
withstanding the opinion of people ignorant 
of its conditions, is tbe mo-,t healthy part 
of the world to live in. Vital slatistics 
establish that fact. The climate is sftlu­
brious, and the scenery co1npares with any­
thing of its kind in the world. 

There is little done in advertising the 
nleasure r<•,orts around 'fownsville. vVe 
have within a few miles of that cit-.­
::\Iagnetic Island, which is one of the mos"t 
beautiful islands on the coast. A daily 
launch service provides easv access between 
TownsYi!lc and Magnetic Island, while the 
accommodation, guest-bou~es, bathjng, nnd 
fishing there arc excellent. The fact that 
such resorts as J\iarmetic Island are not being 
u eel to the ext-"nt ~that thov should be is due 
'' the fact that not sufficient publicit7 is given 
to their e-xistence. I was hopeful that, when 
the bureau was transferred to tho Railway 
Departnwnt. a fe ir sum of monev would 
be expended in an endeaYonr to build up a 
tourist traffic to Xorth Queensland; but the 
an1ount indicated in those Estin1atcs, I regret 

JJlr. Hynes.] 
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to say, rather discour:o,ges than encourages 
the traffic which already exi ts. 

I also understand that the Sydney office 
is to be discontinued. That is a vcrv unwise 
step to take, because the Sydney oHice has 
done vory fine service in advertising Queens­
land resorts. In my opinion, offices shoulcl 
be opened up in all the capital cities of 
the Con1mon,veaith, and n1ore literature 
should be published and circulated setting 
out the very fine ton t·ist a th·actions of North 
Queensland It is 11ot too late for some­
thing to be done. The Commissioner for 
Railways is enthusiastic Bnough about it, 
but ho cannot do very much with the meagro 
sum of £8,000 which has be0n rdloc_,tecl fur 
the purpose. An additional mm should be 
provided, particularly when we re•nember 
that other States of the Commonwealth and 
other countries of the world are spending 
tens of thousands of pounds in dC\-eloping 
ihc tourist traffic, and consider the money 
well spent_ \VerA the very ,ine attractions 
of J'\orth Queensland only more widely 
known, thousands of people would be 
aitracteJ to visit it, because it has one of 
the healthiest climates in the world, and its 
scenery c~nnot be surpassed. I trust that 
oven at this late hour the vote will be 
increased. 

Mr. COLLIKS (Bow, n): I support the 
remarks mrrcle bv the hon member for Towns­
villa. I would ~point out to the :;\;linister in 
charge of this department that about three 
weeks ago I made application to ihe Bureau 
for copies of a booklet entiiled " Bowon and 
the District,., but no copies were available. 

I think I can claim that I represent more 
islands than any other member in this House. 
Those hon. members who have travelled to 
North Queensland have probably seen that 
most beautiful piece of scenery between 
Mackav and Bowen-I refer to the Whit­
sunday· Passage-w!Ji~ch a friend of mine who 
has tra veiled the world -declares to be unsur­
pass:J.ble. \Vith proper advertising_ I am 
satisfied we could encourage the visit of a 
large number of tourists from the South. 
I alway_, remember with pleasure the thrill 
I experienced when first I sailed through the 
Hinchinbrook Channel; which is further 
north again. That is another scenic attrac­
tion which should be brought to the notice 
of Southern people, because the more visi­
tors we get from the South-that is where 
the bulk of the population is-the great~r 
understanding there will be of the problems 
confronting lhe development of North 
Queensland and its industries. 

I trust that the Minister will sec that 
copies of the booklet I have referred to are 
printed to enable the Bmren Chamber of 
Commerce, which m&de ·the request through 
me, to take an active interest in trying to 
encourage the tourist traflic to the beauh­
spots which are part and parcel of the elec­
torate I represent. 

, J\Ir. BRl:CE (Kennedy): The necessity 
JOl' 1nonry has been ernphasised for some con­
side, able time both in the press and in this 
House, '""d tourist traffic i, one wav in 
\ hich we can get a considerable amoui1t of 
money, if not for nothing, at least at a very 
small expense. All the time I have been in 
tLis House, and when I was a supporter of 
the Labour Government, I advocated that 
we should have the Tourist Bureau in the 
centre of the city. The Tom·ist Bureau 
that we have up against the Central Railwav 
Station, with nothing to attract visitor"s 
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1nside jt. 1s ab::;olutcly u.sele~s. Ko ono 
kr;o•.; s that it is thoro, and w • should ha'·-> 
an up-to-datt:.' Tourist Bureau in Queen street_. 
;-, hich would attract the attention of 
Southern 'isitors going throngh the city. 
SuLh a Tourist Bureau would di~",ncl tho 
idea that Southern Queensland up to Brisba118 
was the whole of the State. Aln tdy wc; 
havo l>trgel_v developed the touri<t tratric by 
" few people coming here, and telling lheir 
fric·nds in the Southern States of the bt•autll)s 
of Korth Queensland. As one >vho has had 
an opportunity of sccillg the whole of North 
Quccnsiand, I say there are ver:- few places in 
the 'iYurld, and certainly none in A_ustralasia, 
that can surpass North Queensland. After 
getting pa~t. Rockbampton, we con1o to 
l\iacka.v, vvhcre the sugar indush·y is at its 
best. The sugar indu:3tr.v is certainly carried 
on south of Mackay, but when we rt'ach 
i\farkay we soe the industry carric·d on on a 
large scale; n11d this is of great inturest 
tJ the Southern visitors. Then we go on 
to Bovven and the Burdekin tlistrict, where 
sugar is grown undol' a system thu,t »·ill not 
be seen elsewhere in the world. Owing to 
the natural advantages that exist in con­
nection with the Burdekin Ri.-or, a system 
o£ irrigation, '"·here 1v·atcr can be eccured at 
a depth of 15 or 20 feet, has been institntcd. 
The farmer on the Avr side has established 
rnachinery, certainly -at a ;:cr:v lar,re cost, 
for the purpose of growing sugar-cane. On 
the oprosite branch of the Burclekin we have· 
Home Hill in the Bowon electorate, undee 
an irrigation scheme cstablishccl b,- ihc· Go: 
~.~ernment. There, owing to irrigation, they 
t:trP learning to incrf~ase the Jcnsity of the 
c~ne, >tnd ihey can handle the sugar much 
lcetter in everv wa v than i, i he ca'e when 
trusting entirely t; the rainfall as is dc'll<'i 
in other portions of the Stat•. Southern 
tourie;ts wloo have alrea,cly gone there he~ \'O 

C'vinced tremendous interest in the areas I 
have 1nentioned. Then 've go along to 
Tov nS\-illc. The hon. member for Towns­
Yille adequntcly described Magnc+ic Island, 
which is in th0 Kennody electorate, whore a 
Yisitor has n1nch to see. Going further np 
rl1e coast :vou come to Ingham_ through to 
Halifax, ar•d down to Lucinda Point on the 
Herbert River, and, by motor launch, into 
Hinchinbrook Channel. Ovcrsea touri:-1ts l1ave 
been there, and thov have definitely st:cted 
tbat there is nothing to equal a t~-hJ down 
the Herbert River past Lucinda Point, out 
into Hinchinbrook Channel, and up to Cairns. 
From Cairns yon can go ·to the Tableland 
either by railway or by what is kn•)wn "" 
tho Range rond, or up one wa·- and clown 
the other. Thoro aH' beautifnl views on 
oith"r of thesCJ triw. In the last month or 
so I saw tho Tableland for ihe first time, 
And I can a:.suro hon. men1bers that a~1ything 
thev can :·av about t!1e TaLlP!and ,, ill not 
be an exag-geration. It is aLsolutolv wonrlr>r­
ful from the noint of view of future pc"ibili­
tiPs of tht~ agricultural and dair~ing· pur­
::uih, and also ·fro111 a ECC'niC' point of view. 
I h:1Ye advis~!d c1nzr-n,.;:; of n1v friend~ in thn 
Southern StatcP to take the ?\orth rn trip. 
The:v haYe clone so, and the,, haYe told their 
friench in the South of the bPautin of North 
QucenFland, and n1any of then1 have sub~ 
scquentl:- visited there. 

As I h>tve told the SecretarY for Railwa;. s 
-who, I nnclerstancl, has ~har.ge of the 
Bun:~au-vve can get reYcnuc tram tl1Jt 
sourro 'vithout any dispute or argument) if 
sufficient mane;- is spent in n d;-ertising the 
State; and, although it would be advisable, 
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us ono hon. n1en1ber suggt ~ted, to lay out 
son1o rnont.·.'i' on advcrti.c,ing in the other 
capital cities of Ausir:1li·• .. I believe thot, if 
an at.tractiYt Burc~u ;,ycrc C·_tabj~l 1 led in 
Que :~n street, and literature "\va.~ h2.ntlcd out 
when the tmin from the Souli, ''rrivcd at 
the Centml Station ~hawing '"hat the ::'\orlh 
Dffered in the way of scenic atb';sction, the 
result \vould be vpry .sa tisfactorv. J f ""8 1nct 
visitors from the Southern Statce; when thev 
can1o here, y~·e wcul:l l'Ct1-p ;~ n enorrnou~s 
benefit. Years ago, when I w. s in 1\cw 
Zealand. I found that pcoplP ranw there 
frorn An1t'l'jca and Great Britain ~o:eh· as 
tourists, and p:ticl £25, £30. aPd £~ ~ for 
trips spef'ia!lv arra.nc;ed bv the Touri .. t 
Bur£ -~n to dihoreut p:1rh o£ :\e\v Zealand. 
}.,rorn thjs :-;ourcf' N e\v Zealand rea ·1s a n:rY 
hne revenue. vvhich he-:; bee-n incre-.=-"~':ing frcn;1 
~ear to year by leaps and bounds This is 
a vote in connection with v·hich .·e Jo not 
need to ,,-on, as to wha.t the producer m· 
-consurner ~"·ots. \Vc haYe the goods-Xature 
ha. pro,-ided the goods-which we can 
{'lpitalisr> ~lt a s1nall cost. ~,JoLe-y sp:-nt in 
this direction will add to our revcnm, and 
give us more cash with which to de;-elop the 
Btate. 

Mr. HXl'\L0:\1 (Itlww): I h:wc nothing 
to on this resolution otlLr than io point 
out the ?-.Iini5ter that this i3 ratlwr a Lmtl 
time to be reducing the vote for ad\'crti·;ing 
the Sta.tc. Before the votr, was rechiC"·l, 
public-spirited n1en in Brisbane and othel· 
part of Queensland had rr a lis d 1 1v ncc:'s­
.sit0 for further advcrti,ing the State, a-nd 
had forn:ed a Travel Associution h0r0 y·ith 
a vit'~,,,· to ~pending n1onc:y in ach-crt]sinf!' th'.: 
St;Jc and bringing visitors ho·re. Tb"~<:) 
p(:oplc nrc snb~cribing to that rF'30: i~nion 
in an f'ndr•avour to snpp1cn1C'llt the a-ch~erti.s­
ing already being done by the Sbt.·; 
and it i .- very poor encouragement to 
them if their subscriptions towards tr·l_t 
purpose arc going to r0-;ult in the GoYr-rn­
n1ent curtailing their t~dvert·ising expendi­
ture. Ko citizen can be ex]lcctcd. to spc~d 
n1oncy in adYertising the State n1crely to 
"·avc Gov0rnn1ent expencliturc-. The fact 
public-spirited people ar,, prepared to 
t.heir mono~. 'ith ~ view to adYertislng the 
State and enconr;tging 1 his bnsiness shoulrl 
induce the Government to gjvc an inrrea'-cd 
vote for advertising. I hope the i\IinislP>' 
will reYic" the vote and 'ce if it cannot 
be brought up to what it was last yPar. 
Pcroonally, I think it should be much mere. 

Mr. BARBER (llunda!Jr,·g): In going 
Tound the Railwa.y Office in Georgo ~trcet, 
I filed th.tt practically the _,-hole of the lo ,-pr 
portion of the building is set apart for 
ndverti~ing purposes and Tourist Bureau 
\York. I an1 pleast~d io sec adYertising be-ing 
done there, because the Tourist Bureau in 
Ann street was too far a\vav fron1 the n1a.in 
llwroughfarcs of the citv. There is no doubt 
that that is a very good move on the part 
of the Government to ha vc nlared the 
bureau in a more central positio-n. At the 
P 1rr1e time, the:v are inconsistent in r2ducing 
this vote a.nd circumscribing th,, work of th,, 
SHdney office. As pointed out by prev~ons 
speakers, I do not think that Queemlan:{ i' 
doinr; jnstice to herself in the Yery small 
amount of money which is appropriated for 
advertising purposes. On going through 
Adelaide street the other dav I noticed that 
'I'a,mani:t, th·: poorest State in the Com­
monwealth, had opened a well-equipped 
rt;ourist burea.u there. I found a very fine 

class and range of literdure. and t.hat office 
i' practically right up to date in its adver­
tising rnethods. 

1 want to put in a word for the distr;ct I 
have the honour to rE',rcs~nt. On Tuc .,cloy 
night last a largely Rttendf'd meeting \Vas 

held in the Caledonian Hall in Bundaborg, 
and representatives of the civic authorities, 
ehambcr:3 of com1nerce. and industrial, conl­
mercial. and mercantile bodies gcnenlly 
ioincd tog·ether with a y}cw tO giving Bnndc­
berg a bigg::-:T place oa the 1nap than i~.: has. 
There seemed to be a sort of cvclonic dis· 
turbanre, so earnest were they rn bringing 
Bundab 'rg to the forefront; and they have 
asked rne to Inakc representations to the 
Secretarv fol' Raihva\7 s to instruct the 
Tourist ·Bureau photogi·aphers to take pic­
tnr('s of the vurioln sc"nic beauties of the 
BundabPrg district when tho:c shortly set out 
on a tour along our coast. It \vould bo 
largely to the benefit of the Raih,-ay Depart­
ment, because a railway 8 or 9 miles long 
runs from tlw city to the Sand Hills. where 
\'\T·; haYC aS Tine a little b::t_thing rec,Oft aS 
there is in Queensla:,d. If people from the 
South knew thn,t v. e haJ such a fine, clean, 
and safe bathinl\ rc-ort within that short 
dishnce of Bundaberg, I am sur8 they \Pluld 
f'On1e thoro jn thousands. Our roads have 
been brought up to date by the :Yiain Road., 
Commission and bv means of loans to local 
bc·dies; a1:d vou -can run to the coast in 
twL>nty--fiye millutes through some of the best 
of the sugar lands in the Bundahorg area. 
Frmn Bundaberg to the coast you hn.Yo roads 
18 feet wide the whole way, lined on both 
sides ':':ith Yast areas of candields; and 
~outhe1·n vi~itors who haY\:.': ron1c to Bunda­
bc-rr~, haYe gone D\Yay ~ati:::iJcd that it is the 
centre of one of the finest' little districts they 
kno'>\' of for its '·cenic beauties and its agri­
cultural rc.sourc.~s. 

"\Ir. EDWARDS: Everybody knows that. 
\Vh tt arc ,-ou stonewalling for~ 

~1r. BARBER: I am not stonewalling. 
Bumbberg has been very good to me, and I 
want to do something to put it on the map. 
I ask the :Y1inister to remember, when get­
tin~ out his next list of rourist literature, 
that there is such a place. lt is remarkable 
to h 't extent the tourist business is catered 
for in o''hEr part:\ of the \Yorld. I re1nen1ber 
L"lat Olle particular place in England '\Yhich 
I nv·n knew vcrv well used to ha:ve from 
45,·0 00 to 55.~00 Yisitors for bathing and other 
pnrpoJf~s eYery year. That v,as as long as 
fc,rty-five years ago, and I would like to see 
the Government do something with the idea 
of gAting similar results in Queensland. 

I have h<lre some literature lhat I received 
from a friend in California, Although no 
doubt the Tourist Bureau in Queensland has 
supplied literature on a somewhat small 

scale, I ha,·e seen nothing to 
[3 p.m.] equal this supplied in California 

in connection with the p:ut of 
the Stale on the Mexican border. At any 
rate, there is plenty of colour in it. An:yon0 
reading the world's literature on this matter 
must be struck by the fact that th9 American 
tourist tr.affic in France is estimated to be 
worth £100,000,000 annually to Fr'ance, and 
ihe value of the tourist traffic to London 
from America is estimated at £30,000,000 
per annurn If anyone \Yishes to gain a. 
knowledge as to the way the tourist traffic 
is carried on, I advise him to peruse that 
weekly magazine the "Literary Digest," 
which is to be found in our library, where 

Mr. Barber.] 



1214 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

he will see column after column devoted 
to the subject. That magazine has a very 
wide circulation, selling from 1,750,000 to 
2,000,000 copies P''r week. The t<:mrist indus­
trv is boomed in one issue after another. 
Queensland certaiuly lacks enterprise in this 
matter. I hope the Minister will accede to 
the reqm.sts that I have made-requests 
backed up by the whole of the people of 
Bundaberg. They anticipate a visit from 
the Secretar3 for RaJ!ways shortly, when the 
request will be submitted to bim. I hope 
to bo in Bundaberg when the Minister is 
there, and to have the pleasure of sub­
mitting the resolution passed by the big 
public meeting that was held the other 
night. 

Dr. KER\V.lN (11£ rrthy1'): I endorse th, 
remarks of the previous spc,kcrs concerning 
the tourist trafl'Lc in K orth Queensland. 
Undoubtedly Quecnslrrnd is a blessed Stat;o 
judging by the natural faciLties we have 
for tourist traliic. I do not think there is 
any climate in the world to equal that of 
Charters ·To\Yers. I recommend to the 
:Minister that, whnn preparing the neces­
eary p..tmphlets, he should .'ee that they 
contain a record of the minimum and rnaxi~ 
mum temperature' of Charters To"·ers and 
other nlaccs, togethN with the rainfall. [t 
would -be a good idea to have a pamphlet 
forwarded to every medical man in the 
Southern States. Nearlv everr n1onth we 
receive elaborate pamphlet-. rLd.vertising the 
he.tlth resorts of Canada.. If Canada can 
forward pa,mphlets to this country, surely 
we can send our pamphlets to the Southern 
States. As a hint to some hon. members 
Teprescnting these various places, it wonld be 
a good idea if they could arouse the people 
in the various localities to the necessity for 
improving the places of accommodation so 
as to provide improved facilitir->s for visitors. 
It is one thing for tho Govermnent to adver­
tise a place and describe its natural beauties; 
but it is the duty of the people in the 
locality to provide up-to-elate hotel accom­
modation. Some of the hotels in J'\orth 
Queensland are not what they ought to be, 
and a little propaganda work is essential. 

::Ylr. CvOPER: The proprietors of the hotels 
may not be alive, but some of the hotels are. 

Dr. KER\VI~: I agree that some of the 
hotels are ve17 much alive. I hope that the 
suggestions made to-clay will stimulate a 
little enthusiasm in the various oentres, and 
that the local people ,-,ill help the Tourist 
Bureau by providing suitable accommoda­
tion. 

Mr. COOPER (Brcm' r): I would like to 
impress on the ~linister the necessity for a 
more intcnsiYG adYcrti"ing campaign vvith 
reference to J\luckadilla. \Ye could greatly 
benefit Queensland by making Muckaclilla 
more widely knO\vn. I am not speaking of 
anythin.cz fron1 tny own knovdedge; but a 
Yerv e1n1ncnt n1edical n1an in Bri~bane tolcl 
me~ that, v:hen he recon1mended pLople to go 
to J'dnckadilla. they rather frowned on him. 
hut if he said "Go to New Zealand and 
stay a fortnight or three weeks at Rotor';r,·• 
they would jump at it. whereas :Muckadilla 
as a health recort is much the better j)lace. 
On that ground ahne we should make much 
more use of ::\[ nclmdilla than is now being 
made. :\lr. Tolmie. \Yhen Leader of th•' 
Opposition in this House, made great use of 
l\1nckr~di11a. In fa{'t, he was a travelling 
advertisement for the benefits to be deriPd 
from fortnightly visits to that locality every 
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oix months, for they enabled him not only to 
\'\·alk about but to do his business as Leader 
of the Opposition, so great was the benefit 
he recciv·ed from periodical visits there. I 
hope the Minister will rm iv0 the drive on 
iJ,Jhalf of Mudcadilla, which appears to have 
been dropped. 

The PRE)IJER: Has the Leader of th0 
Opposition gone out there now? (Laughter.) 

Mr. COOPER: The Leader of the Oppo­
rition ha, not gone to Muckadilla. Be has 
gone some-..Yh-?re, not : o much to cure his 
o-vn ills as tu cure the pri·sent ills of Queens­
land. I again urge a 'l'ovival of the publicity 
of the beneficial results obtainable from a 
;;sit to Muckadilla. 

The SECRETARY FOR R \IL\i'AYS 
(Hon. Godfrcy JI.Iorgan, Jluril/a): It is quite 
refreshing to hear hon. members opposite 
·., ho represent K m·thern constituencies level­
ling uiticism at the Tourist Bureau. I 
endorse the statements that have been made 
rhat there are many beautiful localities in 
~mth Queensland which should attract a 
greater tourist traffic than at prnent, but 
during the \vhole period that I was s1ttmg 
in opposition I do not remember hon. mem­
bers who renresent those localities, who pr•> 
viouslv sat hchind the Government, being so 
<:inxioUs to have t.heir tourist resorts ad-ver­
tised. Their ~remarks were much more 
applicable to those days when they were 
supporters of the Government of the day. 
because monev was much more plentiful 
then, and the. Government could aff,rd to 
spend that mone:v more freel:v than the Go­
vernment can do to-dav. If those hon. 
members did advocate the claims of North 
Queensland in the matter of the tourist 
traffic. the fact that so little was clone shows 
that thev had little influence with the 
administr.ator~. 

:\h. COLLIKS: That is not true. The Go­
vernment issued two books concerning the 
touri t re,,orts of the, Bowcn district. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
is quite true, as ~ome hon. rrwmbrrs have 
stated, that there is a reduction this year of 
£cOO in this vote; but I would remind hon, 
mcmhers that the results from advertising 
arc depend• nt not so much on the amount c f 
mone} that is spent as on the manner in 
\\·hich it is opent. :Money can bB expcnclccl 
in adverti'-'.ing in journals in snrh a 1vay as 
to be of liti:le or no nsc for the purpose 
intended. I could spend £10,000 or £20.000 
1n in<;l0rtin0' in certajn jonrnrds adver·tisc­
llPnts whiclt would be of ·no nse whatever in 
connection ,,·ith the tourist traffic. If :·on 
,,·ant to bring our beauty spots prominently 
before the tourists of "'.ustralia and other 
parts of the \\'orlcl, you must select the right 
class of journal to advertise in-j'lurnals 
, hich come b<>fore po"ible tourists. There 
is no State in Australia which posshses 
more natural bPa.uh~ spots and tourist rceorts 
than .Quoeml·nd, and there i~ no p]oce in th<> 
\Yorld poc,cssing· a finer winter climate than 
!.he northern parts of our Stat<· 

H does attract f!Uite a number of tourists 
from the Southern Rtatcs. nnd man~ of 
those people spend three or four of the 
colcler months of the vco.r in :"orth Om·cm­
lancl. Of course. the tourist traffic is 
,s;ovPrn~d to a certain extPnt lr,~ thr- prm'~ 
ix ritv or otherwise of the general 
COD11YJUDity. 

l\1r. Hnr~s: It depends also on the amount 
of publicity. 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
For e:,ampie, a large number of people 
from the South visited Queensland last year. 
Their Yisits did an enormous amount of good 
to the State, because they advertised its 
po'''"ibilitics and its attractions on their 
return to their own States. This year, how­
uver, despite !he efforts which have been 
mado by the Railway Commissioners in the 
various States, the tourist traffic has not 
been so heavy, which I am told is due to 
the fact that conditions are not as bright 
as they might bo in the Southern States, and 
people c mnot afford to spend money in that 
direction. I know that this ve.u onlv four 
or five gentle1nen arrived o"n one Of the 
toun: and, when I met them, they told me 
that the d'•crutsed tourist traffic was due 
to the fact tLat times were bad in the South. 

\Ye arc endeavouring to bring about a 
complete change in the Tourist Bun·~u, and 
I extend an im·itation to all hon. members 
to visit the new offices which are being 
litted up in George street. They are being 
establi"hed on line" similar to those in 
Challis House, in Sydney, although not on 
such an elaborate scale. ·when those offices 
are opened, people will be able to go there 
and be supplied in a comfortable waiting­
room with all information they desire, and 
have all arrangements made for them to visit 
any part of the State. 

Mr. BARBER: You have provided very 
nice seats for them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
vVhy not? Tourists like every comfort; 
they are prepared to pay for it. They are 
not. what might be termed people with a 
limited amount of money; and, if we can 
provide decent accommodation not only in 
those offices but on our railwa':s and in the 
refreshment-rooms-- " 

::\Ir. HYNES: In the towns, too. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Exactly-we are going to attract many other 
people to visit Queensland. 

It is not our intention to advertise 
specially Qny particular localit,·. It is up 
to the people who are anxiou,. to attract 
tourists to their districts to do eyerc'thing 
in their power, and not leave the hard work 
to be done by the Government. The claims 
of any beauty spot in a locality should be 
" boosted " by the rc"idents; and steps 
should also JJe t.aken to provide good, clean 
accommodation m hotels, etc. It is not much 
us'' the qo,-ernmen~ .attra~ting tourists who, 
after thmr first YISit, will take back un­
favourable impres· ions of the State to others 
who might otherwise add to the tourist 
tmffic. 

Mr. H?"XES : That is :vhere you want the 
co-c;peratwn of the busmess people in the 
var1ou~ tovi.Tns. 

The SECRETARY FOR R~'I.ILWAYS: 
I might a.!so state that we are going to 
appomt the statwn-mastcrs in tho different 
districts as agenh and thcv will bo able 
to direct touri~ts in th?ir districts, and give 
them all the mformatwn they desire. The 
whole system will be worked from the Geor"c-
strcot offic,·. o 

I an1 sorrv to sa v that \Ye arc not getting 
the re<ults from the Sydney Tourist Bureau 
that we. should get. W c see a little par a­
graph 111 the papers where '' So~and-so " 
wanted a few tins of turtle soup and " So­
and->')" want0d 5,000 tons of coal· but 
that is all we hE ell' a bout it. Our ag~nt in 

~·sdney reported that. certain people \Vrote 
to him that thev wanted so manv dozen tins 
of turtle soup ·if we coulJ! supj'Jly thorn at 
2: •. per dozen. The price of turtle soup is 
12s. per dozen, aud. owing to the fact that 
, ... , cannot supply at Ss. per dozen tins, no 
business n,ulted. Again l.~ wrote stating 
that he could get orders for 5,000 tons of 
coal, provided we could snpply the coal at 
l9s. per ton. \Ye cannot oupply coal at less 
than 2ls. lH::-r ton; and again no bus.iness 
resulted. That is what is happening through­
out. \V c are told people are continually 
applying to our tourist agent in l\ow South 
\V ales, endeavouring· to do business in 
Queensland, but unfortunately no business 
has resulted. 

:\1r. HANLOX: You can always gd a buyer 
for an article if you arc prepared to sell 
under its value. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Exactly. I am not going to say that the 
values we placed on these commodities arc 
too high. Proposals on!:~ come from tho 
Tourist l3ureau in Sydney, and nothing more. 
\\' e are making an alteration there. As 
already indicated, wo intend io n1ovo into 
Challis House, where the Tourist Bureaus of 
the other States are situated, and in our 
George-street office we are goin" to place 
rooms at the disposal of the 2\'ew ::South 
\Yalos and Victorian agenh The different 
States have agreed that the bureau of 'ach 
State should be located in the one building. 
The Sydne·,~ bureau is giving u;, accornrnOda­
tion in Challis House without charge, and, 
when people come to Sydn·cy and want to 
know how to get to Queensland, they will 
he told to go to Challis House. From Chal­
lis House tourists can arrange to go to anv 
pl&.ct1 they desire. They will not be told 
to go to '' So-and-so" in a certain street to 
make inquiries about Queensland All the 
different State bureaus should be together, 
a' people traveiling around the different 
States do POt. want to be sent from pillar 
lo post. They v:ant to go to one phce where 
they can get all the information they require. 
The same applies in Victoria. Later on we 
intend ap!Jointing an agent in Victoria to 
look afl:cr the interests of Qurensland indus­
tries. Had we had an agent in Melbonrno 
when the discussion in respect of chilled 
PlC:tt was going on, 1ve y~:onld not have 
r·x]wriencccl any difficulty in that matter. 
The age'lt would have been able thoroughly 
to inform the people of th•• facts of the 
ea,~; and 'le would have known just exact!:; 
\Ylw.t ·v, .1'3 happening in that regard. I am 
plens,;d to say that any regulation passf'd in 
\'ictoria has not affected the sale of our 
chilled Pleat, as we arc sending all the 
chilled meat we possibly can to Victorio.. The 
same thing applies to sugar. If we had a 
reprcsenl ntive in I\Iolbournc, he \Yould bo 
ahlc to jlUt the true position of the Queens­
land SUf 1r ind:1str,v before the I-Iousewives' 
Association, and thus put a stop to the agita­
tion against our sugar industry. It is wi:--e 
not to let a fire spread. Directly there is 
smoke, you want to get in with vigour and 
put out the fire \V·c intend to do that, 
but we must have a little time. We are 
rrorganising this business, and arc going to 
issue a new pa'llpblet and ab· ist in every way 
\Ve can to attract people from other parts 
of the \Yorld to this State. \Vc want tiP 
money they bring. I feel sure that we shall 
bo able to accomplish a great deal in the near 
futur0. I know that we arc np again."t the 
question of finance. People in Victoria and 

Hon. Godfn.y Morgan.] 
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other States have not a great deal of morwy 
available, --..nd that will prevent us doing 
as n1uch as we desire; but vvc are going 
to help as much as we possibly can. 

I am the :\Iinister in control of the rail­
ways, rnain roads, railway rcfrcshn1ont+rooms. 
and the Tourist Bureau. It is the duty of 
rny deparbncnt to s::c that tho yery rr1on1cnt 
an indiYidual arrives in Queensland he gets 
cornfortabl0 ac,.:orrnnodat1on when travelling 
by rail. If he is travelling by road, it is 
the duty of the department to sec that the 
roads are in good order for tra veiling to 
different places. It is our duty to see that 
he is directed to our beauty spots, an· 1 that, 
when on the trip .. he get- doe 'nt food awl 
any other rcfrcshrnonts he dP;;;ires. \Ye 
intend to sec that the rofrcshnH:nt-roorns aro 
provided "·ith a :;ood ·uppl:· of Qutensland 
fruit. \"re arc now gi,~inr; pineapple at 
breakfast, with porridge or before porridge. 
You do not c 'c the little banana on the table 
that one used to see. 4 inches long, but 
attractive fruit about 9 inches long; and it 
is the smne "Tith oranges. \Ye arc letting 
the people know that excellent fruit can l>e 
grown in Quec·nsland·-not the little shrivcllo·d 
bananas ·we used tu see. 
~h. HA:\LO:\: Don't you think that, while 

conditions .are bad in 'lirtoria, it is well to 
exploit Xe1Y Zealand? ThcTo is a good 
field of op,:rations there. 

Th' SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yu, I think it would be as well to do all 
\VC po,::sib]T.T can in regard to New Zenland. 
\Ve are fullv alive to the situation. l lee! 
sure that, tlnder the DO\\ InanageineP.t and 
with the co-operation of all our railway 
officials, the result will be bollrficial to th" 
State generally, and c,pecialiy the nol'tlwrn 
portion'" of the State which hon. members 
have mentioned. 

Resolution 24 (Railways--Intolligmoce and 
Touri~t Bureau) agreed to. 

R(>tolution 25-" Railu·uy;J~Srdttl .. cr:i Di; i­
sion "-agrecJ to. 

Resolution 26-'' Railwa"!s-Central Divi~ 
sio:~ nul .Jiackay Railu.;rzy ;,_ 

:\lr. BL'LCOCK (Barcoo): There is just 
one matter I desire to r,,;.isr in coanection 
with the railways in the Central Division of 
the State. Some little time ago, Mr. Cham­
ber,, the Gener l Manager of the Central 
Divisiou, wns approachocl \\ith reference to 
the conYcyance of fruit from J oricho to 
Yaraka, which latter pbco is in a semi-arid 
district. A deputation of r<ooidents waited 
on Mr. Chambers, and asked him to make 
some provision for the convt--yance of perish­
able goods such as fruit ir1 a more sati,<ao­
tol')- way .. It was pointed out by the depu­
tatiOn that under exi.;ting conditions fruit 
could only be brought down once a week. 
There an~. bvo trains a Y/eek, but, owing to 
the unsansfactory connr-dion at Blackall, 
only one of the trains was ayailable for the 
carriage of fruit. I have hai some personal 
knowledge of this matter. On more than 
one occasion I have received claims which 
I have sttbmitted to the Railway Dep<trtment 
m respect of perishable iruit which had 
deteriorat~d in transit·. 

The request ha" been made that at least 
once n week some system Ehould be adopted 
for thA conveyance of this fruit from Jericho 
or Bla,ckall to Y araka. Tho train stons at 
Blackall overnight, ~nd another train- goes 
to Yaraka the followmg day. The people in 

[Hon. Godfrey Morgan. 

ihis district ha Ye scy,·~·:d gricYanCL ~ against 
the railwa.' svstem. One, is that there is 
no train bet><:oen Yaralm and Blackall to 
enable t.h0m to conn,::rt with th~ m2il train 
on ::\1Dndays. This li1,c ~Scn·cs t1 big tc,rri­
tory bevond the actual confines of the railway 
ii·,el£: and ihc-y point out quite ri,;htlv ihat 
they have a scrYice o£ only vne train a \n:ek 
bv which to travel to th' co:tst. Th,,rc is ;L 

tl:ain to connect with Thur .. d 1v's mail train 
from Long-reach, but none to' conned with 
~donday's train, \viLil t 110 result that people 
w.ho wi h to go to t':o coast by :\londay's 
train from Longrcach haYO to travel by \vhat 
i<:: knovvn as "1\o. 15 Do~ .. n "-a. mixed or 
goods train-which is n1ost UL,~'tisfactory in 
that it picks up loallin~~ all OYer the place, 
has no lavatory accon1tnudation, takes a con­
siderable number of hom·s longer to reach 
its destination, and gcnprally snbjccts its 
passengers to all the' rlifficnlti0s im-ohcd in 
travelling on rnixed goods irains. 

The people at the low,·r end of the lino 
complain al--o about the f·dty distribution 
of mails. The fact of the :.utter is that 
mail can be delivered bv ro~d mail in :hat 
district nluc,h n1ore {1ulcldy than if it i.:J 
eonvcved to Yarak:1 b·, the Con1rnlsslo11cr for 
Raih,~avs. In other ·\';ords. :1 rnail ~·rvicn 
lPrt vingu Blar>kall will deliver n1ails a day Ol' 
two ea.rlier to the pcc,plc who sl ::lUld be 
served b. the Blackall-Yarn.ka R tihvav line 
than if i't were taken bv rail io Y ar;_~k;, and 
there distribut d. ~ 

One other '. ery important fiUPo110n to 
'hidt I wish t•J drn" .ttcntron '' tho lack 
ol wa.icr facilities ot Y.=traka. It i~ l!Icon~ 
ceivable to me that the Rrril' ay Dq>·rtinl'nt 
has been content fot ~o lons to haul a trnjn­
load of '-' ater to Ye!r; ka one ".,, '"· That 
does not S('8D1 to rne to be Y"'ry profit­
able. In all fairness. let me scn that ~Ir. 
Chan1b€'rs, the GcnCrc.l :l\1anag:cr of tho 
Central DiYision of the R::tihYa~~T l_)c'p:n·t lf:nt, 
offered the Isisford Shire Council. in who e 
area Yaralm is, to pa.v half the cost of a 
"· ~ter Sll)Jply at Ya-raka if tl11' local 
anthorib- ,;onld bear the other half of the 
cost. For sorne rr ~on or otht:'r whic1• I 
c nnot und,crstand. the council tnrncd the 
propo,,al down. Quite l'erently I -~, <1-, spPak~ 
ing to the chairman of the council. and he 
cxnres-.ed the desire that the vffer should be 
repeated. I hope the JIIIinist0r will sec th -t 
that is done. It js obYious that, if \vaV~r­
generally bore '"" rcr-h~s to be carried to 
Yara.ka from Blackall by train evcrv \\ .'>'k, 
it is going to militate v0ry seriously~ ngairst 
a more efficient o::,ervice. 

At 3.28 p.m., 
Mr. MAXWELL (Tool'WnrJ), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, rolim·ed the 
Speaker in the Chair. 

Mr. BULCOf"K: It appears to me thut. 
if we had water at Yaraka, ,oYeral 
advantages \Yould be gained. Ya raka. i3 on 
a stock route, a het which would cause a 
lot of stock to gravitate there if water were 
available, with the result that t.ho TI aihc"av 
Department would get revenue, more par­
ticularly at the present timo, and Pspc~ially 
since there are very many stony ndges 
bevond. which in the interest" of ca.ttle it is 
de~irable to avoid. The position is thc,t 
there is no water, or expensive water only, 
at Yaraka. Sometimes none at all is avail­
~ble for travelling stock; consequently the 
drovers divert their eattle to Cheepie, 
Quilpie, or Charleville, with the requ]t that 
they lose va.lue and t.he Railway Department 
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loses revenue. If there were a water supply 
at Yaraka-a tank similar to other supplies 
along the line-this would bo avoided. In 
that way the difficulty could be overcome. 

The institution of a water supply at Yaraka 
i., a necess 'ry thing. Probably th_e 
n a son there is no wa tor supply there IS 

this : Some years ago the line to complete 
the original surve~ \vas en1barked 

[3.30 p.m.] upon-an extension from Yaraka 
to Powell Crook, a distance of 

23 miles, where in the ordinary circum­
stances of sea·om an adequate supply_ of 
v, 1tor would be available. The foundatwns 
of the line were carried out a little beyond 
Yaraka but eventuallv the ""vork \vas closed 
c1ovvn ~nd Yaraka "\V~S rr1ade the terminus. 
I fr~nkly admit that it is extremely l_lrl­
likoly that for many years to come the !me 
will be extended from Y araka to Powell 
Creek. J?or rome strange rca~on the engi­
neer in charge constructed a tank for a 
' ater supplY 5 miles from the Yaraka ter­
rninu,; but why that was done one cannot 
under,t~ncl. To-clay we have that tank 5 
miles from the railhead which was sup­
po,ccl to be the watnr supply for the Rail­
wa-.· Dc<pltrtrnent. I understand that the 
tatik is of no use, because, after it had 
been sunk to a depth of 12 feet, cattle bones 
wc;·c encountered, proving that they wore 
sinking the tank in a sump. I hope the 
11inisL•r \vill give the mattf'r scnous con­
sideration. If he analyses the position on 
a financial basis, he will probably find that 
the additional livestock traffic would com­
pPnsate for the expense. together with the 
fact that one heavy train per week could 
be cut out. He could then probably employ 
a rail-motor to give those people-who at 
least dpserve a decent serYice-a much better 
and more vxpeclitious service than tht·y havP 
at present. On the Monday the rail-motor 
could be used to connect with the mail at 
,J cricho. and thereby overcome ono of the 
real grievances that the people on the line 
have against the Railway Department to-clay. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW_\YS 
(Hon. Go l.frey Morgan, M1'rilla) : I shall 
give tbe matter mentioned by the hon. 
mombf\r for Barcoo every consideration. 1 
quite realise that a good 'water supply is an 
absolute necessity in country areas, not only 
for the railway but for the people. I 'en­
tirelv approve of the practice of the depart­
ment in securing its water supply from local 
bod;cs that have proviclcd a water supplv 
system. The clqlartmont undertakes to 
secure its v;ater in cases where the people 
have shown some initiat;ve by locking creeks 
and by othcl' means. provided the water 
can be scc·ured at a reasonable rate. 

!Hr. 13T;LcOCK: There is hardly a sufficient 
number of people in this area. 

The SECRETARY FOR R~\ILWAYS: 
It may not be possible to do that in the 
case to which the hon. member refers. If 
the department undertakes to take, say, 
3.000.000 grtllons of water per annum at the 
rate of ls. 9cl. per 1,000 gallons, that means 
that the people responsible for the pro­
vision of the w, t('r supply receive revenue 
amounting to from £250 to £300 per annum. 
It meets th;: convenience of the department 
to be assured of a pormn.nont supply of water 
·wh::.'never necQssary, and, in return, the de­
partment assists the locality that is prepared 
to make provision for water requirements. 
I think that practice is a very good oRe, 
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and one which should be extended. So far 
a-, I am concerned, it will be extended. 

There may be some difficulty in connect­
ing \vith Y araka. The departrnent has to 
look at the matter from the point of view 
of finance. If the department was satisfied 
that a saving could be effected in present 
co><ts by ihe expenditure of a few hundred 
pounds, naturally it would be good business 
for the department to make the money 
available. 

If, on the other hand, it is not going to 
effect a saving, or is going to cost the 
department more-that is, if the interest on 
the expenditure will be greater than the cost 
of conveying water to that locality, as we 
are doing at present-then we 1nust give con­
sideration to that side of the question. We 
ha,-e to study these matters carefully, and 
deal with them in a business-like manner. 
\Ye cannot spend a large amount of money, 
even for a water §Upply, unle ,s it will be a 
profitable undertaking. I ,hall go into the 
matter 'vith the Commissioner, and if any 
assistance can be given to the people in the 
Y araka district, by g·iying them a better 
service to connect up with tlw mail train at 
Jericho aPd thus cause them lcws inconveni­
ence than at the present time, it ,,,ill be 
;·eadily given. We must alwa}''i take into 
consideration the fact that to-daY the rail­
\Vays are losing a considerable a1nount of 
mon~y. and that it is the duty of those in 
control of the system to endeavour, without 
injuring the convenience or facilities of the 
people, especially in distant parts, to ccono­
rnisc in Bvery possible way, and not imposo 
any additional charges upon the revenue of 
the State. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: You are losing money now 
bv not making the co11nection "·ith the mail 
train. 

Resolution 26-(Railways-Contral Division 
and :y[ackay Railway)-agreed t-o. 

Resolutions 27 to 32, both inclusive, agreed 
to. 

Resolution 33-" Departm c nt of Pub.7ic 
Lands-Irrigation and Water Suppl?f Corn­
miss-ion"-

::Ylr. BCLCOCK (Barcoo): I asked for a 
discussion on this vote in order to get sorno 
information about the future of the Dawson 
Valley irrigation area. I am sorry that tho 
responsible Minister is not in his place in 
the House. I am somewhat handicapped by 
hi, absence, as I ha,-e some quc,tions to put 
to him, and I feel somewhat aggrieved at 
his absence. I do not de•ire to state my 
facts unless I can get some information in 
reply. 

The que-tion that I am most particularly 
concerned about is in relation to the whole 
problem of irrigation, as to the future of t.he 
Duwson River irrigation settlement, and also 
the future policy of the department with 
respect to unde-rtakings originally under­
taken by the Irrigation and Water Supply 
Commission. Until quite recently it was the 
practice, at the request of a local authority, 
to make available the services of officers of 
the Irrigation and Water Supply Commis­
sion. This 'vas a convenience to the local 
authorities. To-clay that policy has been 
enti-rely revoked, and local authorities are 
now required to engage pri\ate consulting 
engineers for any problem or work associated 
with tbeir functions. 'l'he two questions are 
interdependent. In the first place, we all 
know that very grave hardship has at times 
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been inflicted on councils by a roJCsulting 
en<>'ineer who was not capable of dischargmg 
his

0 

job. I have in mind several instances 
where private cngince,rs were consulted about 
doing a certain job. The job would be done 
to the detriment of the council, yet the 
council had no legal redress against the 
cn;;-inecr they engaged. 

::\obodv could advise the council. That 
happened so frequently that ultimately the 
1ate Govern1nent regarded it as being neces­
sary that some protection >hould be afforded 
to the !or a! authorities in question, and for 
that purpose made the Commissioner . of 
Irriaation and \Yater Supply a consultmg 
engineer. He and his officers were available 
b local a11thoritics to guide, guard, and 
protect the1!1 from !Je.ing drspoiled at the 
hands of pnvate mdividuals. That positiOn 
has been cntirelv revoked; and I under· 
stand the Government now propoFe to go 
back to the old vicious system whereby the 
local authorities have no protection. They 
propose thctt the p;iyate engin~or ,hJJ] be 
the all-powerful Eldividual m this partiCular 
rLgard, and he may despoil a council, and 
there is no official redress and no ono to 
whom that council may go for adyice. That 
E"eems to mo to be a wrong policy. I think 
the Con1n1i·:,~ioner'3 services should have been 
retained in a consulting capacity, or. that 
tho new Con1n1il''·'ioner, if ono be appointed, 
should be utilisod in a coasulting capacity 
when a loca 1 authority requires certain infor· 
r,mtion and is of the opinion that it is not 
£jetting a fair deal from the engint~?r 
e,r;ployed by it. 

There is another vital issue inYolYcd so 
far as bores are concerned. \V e all know 
that the problem of water supply in the \Vest 
is most serious. :Many people to-da 'i pro· 
frss to believe that there is a great diminu· 
tion in the supply of water in the artesian 
basin of the f:ltat<:'_ Personallv I do not 
believe wo haYc very satisfacto~,,:~ da:ta. one 
"ay or the other; but the Comm1sswner 
should take the long view in regard to these 
matters. He should take a fair view, whereas 
the private practitioner would be ·more con· 
cerncd about getting a bore down, irrospec~ 
tive of \\hat the position might be. Although 
there is a water supulv inspector attached 
to the Irrigation and Water Supply Com· 
mission ttfttioned in Central Queensland, it 
i, very obvious that he is not going to 
accept the full re,ponsi_bility for a j_ob that 
is handed over to private enterpnse. In 
this particuhr directio'.'- the Government _are 
handing dver these thm gs to the councils ; 
and are handi ,g over work previously done 
by the Irrigation and Water Supply Com· 
mission to private individuals. If the private 
individual gives the council a fair go, well 
and good; if he does not, _then the cou!'-cil­
which means the people m that partwular 
area-will have very little redress. The fact 
emerges that the whole of the activitic' of 
the Irrig-ation and Water Supply Commission 
in relation to local authority work is now 
beino- handed over to the tender mercies of 
priv~te enterprise, some of which will be 
honest and come dishonest. 

I want to know something about the inten­
tion'& of tho Government in regard to the 
Dawson Vallev irrigation works. I am a bit 
·concerned about this matter, because I was 
a member of the Government which passed 
a Bill whiclo made possible tho irrigation 
in the Dawson area. We gave those settlers 
:l.Ssurances that we would do certain things 
for them. I want to know whethGr the 
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department is revoking tho,e a.ssut." nces­
\\ bother it is abandomng· to the wolves the 
men who have taken up land in the Dawson 
Valley area, or whether it intend~. to con· 
tinuc the policv ,. e laid down. 1 bchevc 
that many settlers in the _Dawson Valley area 
are finding thornsclves. ID v.ery grav<J chffi­
~ulties. In prm-ious Y•:-u~ 1t has be n the 
practice of the CommissiOn to r ltlOll the 
w.1ter-to make a survey of the "·ater 
resources in the early spting, and to rntio~1 
the water over the balance of the year until 
the rainy season sets in, if itdi~ :-et in. The 
net result was that the chstnct produced 
many thousands of pounds worth of cotton 
and -other goods. I understand to-day. now 
that control has virtually been abandoned, 
that the Wl!ter suppl:t has been practiv;ll:.· 
exhausted at this early stt '58 of the 1ear, 
and that consequently thue will be v~ry 
little cotton produced. Thcly are pumpmg 
air for the first time there. Under the super­
vision of Mr. Partridp:e that never hap· 
ncned · but since he dissociated himself from 
iho suPervi,jon of this irrigation vvork I arn 
informed that no attempt has been made. 
or is being made, to conserve the water 
supply. I should re<;lly correct my state· 
ment that no attempt IS being made, becr,use 
i:; would be futile to make any attempt, 
seeing that there is no water available. The 
weir as put there for the purpose of con· 
serving water, to be distributed later. The 
water that the weir has backed up has all 
been utilised; and the consc,quence is that 
1 he cror" that ;~·ould ha \'C been produced. 
had irrigation been possible, will not be 
produced this year. 

If my infm·m.ttion is correct, it discloses 
a lamentable state of affr,irs, and sh_o;vs t~e 
absolut,J necessitv for some supervr~ron rn 
rega-rd to the distribution of water ~n c~m· 
nection with the Dawson Valley Irri!';a!wn 
Scheme. :Nothing could wreck an ung~­
tion farm scheme more qmckly thrm this 
sort of thing. It will do incalculable harm 
to the set-tlers. and do a great deal more 
h-arm to thll pr-estige of the State_ The f:ltate 
made ccrbtin promises to the settlers; and 
is now apparently not fqlfilling the promises 
that were made. 

I ask the Minister to investigate this 
auestion; and I lay particular stress on the 
cOnservation of water supplies ·when \Vater 
is again available in the Dawson Valley. 
If tllis is not done we are going to have a 
repetition of the present position eao_h dry 
year, with the natural result that :n . the 
process of time the Da'' oon Valley unga­
tion area will be another thmg ~hat _Is 
abandoned, and hon. members opposite will 
say, "It ,,ras your .schen1c ;_ wo accept no 
responsibility for 1ts havmg . pr,:JVecl. a 
failure." As a matter of fact. It nromi~e-d 
to be one of the most succes,ful irrigation 
schemP'-' in A.ustralia. Sorno years ago some 
of us had an opportunity of visiting the 
area, and most of us woto favourably 
impressed with the p~ssibilitics of the scheme. 
To-day everybody will regret to know that 
the settlers have encountered this very grave 
sot-back, and I want to know whether ~he 
department is prepared to go on With 
further development and open up n_ew 
M-cas; what it proposes to do m rel~tw_n 
to the present settlers; and whether It IS 

proposed to discharge the contractwnal 
obligations in regard to those m_en. I wo?-ld 
like the Minister to give speCial attention 
to the question of conserving water when 
there is a fresh supply there, and thus make 
this irrigation scheme a success. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. 'vV. A. Deacon, C"nninqh2m): The hon. 
nccmber for Barcoo !dated that local anthori­
tiP' had been handed over to the tender 
mm·cios of tho private practitioner, and that 
they had no protection. The position iJ th,~t 
in regard to any future \York.3 local authon~ 
ties take on they will h>n' to accept their 
Dwn rc.;ponsibilities. They have their own 
cng·ineer, .md he will be ablo to see that they 
are protected. The only condition the Go­
vernment make is that, if they borrow rr:..onc~v 
from the Treasurer, bofore that nJ.oney is 
loaned the proposal will be inspected and 
report~d on by an engineer of the Irriga­
tion and Water Supply Com:nis•;on. I do 
not think there is any danger of the local 
authorities all being ruined, as the hon. 
member sug-gests. The local authorities are 
capable of looking after ihemseh es. They 
should be, as they have had enoug-h experi­
ence. If they are not capable, certainh they 
will have to abide by the result of their 
incapacity. They will be in no worse posi­
tion than thev were in wl1PC! the' were ui1der 
a Government department. " 

Let nw give the hon. member an instance 
of the failure Df an irrigation schen1e under 
the late Government. The Inkerman Irriga­
tion Settlement vYas attached to the \Vater 
Supply Department at one time. The result 
was that they got a very expensive scheme 
built by a Government department under the 
late Government which thev could not afford 
to pay for. No body of settlers could po,sibly 
he put in so bad a position as the Inkerman 
farmers wore left in by a Government depart­
ment. 

At 3.50 p.m., 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

The SECRET_\RY FOR PUBLIC LA:'jDS: 
A large amount of that money has been 
written off. Mr. Partridge has done it of 
his own accord. So far as water supply in 
the West is concerned. the bores will ·-till be 
under the control of tbc Irrigation and 
\Vater Supply Commission. The late Govern­
ment put settlers on the Inkorm ·.n acea with­
out· providing them 1\ ith water. Thev 
promised to make provision for \'later, but 
did not honour their promise. They put up 
a temporary weir there which would not 
hold sufficient VI at er for the needs of the 
settlers. 

Ji;rr. BuLCOCK: They never had any difri­
culty until this year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:'\IJS: 
They never had any drought before this one. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: The water is rationed now, 
but it was not rationed bdore. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
J\IIr. Partridge is a man in vvhom we have 
every confidence. The temporar~· weir put 
up by the !ate Government would not hold 
back eufticicnt water to prm·iclo for the 
settlers. 'vVe have hastened the completion 
of the new weir. which is now completed; and 
all that we want is rain to fill the dam. If 
the late Government. which the hon. member 
for Barcoo supported, had realised their 
responsibility to the settlers they put there, 
there would not be any difticultv ·C'.t' the 
present time. They made promisf's without 
bothering to make provision to meet them. 
The settlers are better off under this Govern­
ment than they wore before. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: They were better off under 
<Jur Government than they are under yours. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member can g-o and see for himself. 
Ho knows the position as well as I do. I do 
not know that he is av, are of what quantity 
of water there is there. 

J\1r. DuLCOCK: You should make som2 
inquiries. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Until I hear from the department that what 
the hon. member says is the case, I decline 
to believe it. At the same time, the whole 
blame in connection with the matter rests 
with the late Administration. ''· hich made 
promises when the:; sent the men there and 
neglected to keep their promise· , 

RP>olution 33-(Dopartment of Public 
Lands, Irrigation ·and \Vater Supply Com­
mission)-agreed to. 

Resolution 34-" Department of Public 
Lanrls-J1iscellancour;; Scrv~cts '"-ao-reed to. 

R0 olution 35-" Department of Jigricul­
tur, awl Stock-Chief Office "-

Mr. FOLEY (Leichharrlt): I wish to take 
this opportunity of referring to the adminis­
tratioa of the Animals and Birds Act. Wo 
have at the present time a large fund accu­
mulated as the result of a levy imposed upon 
the trappers during the last few oprn sea.,ons. 
According to the Treasurer's Tables, we hayo 
no le"' a sum than £58.855 to the cred1t of 
the Animals and Birds Act, and to that will 
be added the royalties and other fees col­
lected this year or last scD'Oll and not put 
in this financial year-to the extent of over 
£20,000, thus making a total credit of 
£78,855. 

The point I wish to raise is that,, .when 
this 5 per cent. royalty was charged or1gmally 
upon the value of skins, it was intended that 
the amount so raised would be used for the 
better protection of animals in the close 
season against trapping and the building 
up of the industry on a more stable footing 
than proviouslv vvas the case. Although it 
was not expoZtcd that mch a large fund 
"·ould bn accumulated, nevertheless it was 
full 1 intended in the time of the late Mr. 
Gilfies as Secretary for Agriculture that 
',\lwtever monm was obtained would be used 
for that purpos"e. Up to the present time all 
we ha vo clone i,. to appoint seven rangers 
and provide on tlw Estimates a sum of 
£5.440 for their salaries and incidental ex­
pense'. Out of a fund of £78,855 that is a 
very small amount, and the rangers have no 
possible chance of adequately carrying out 
the purposes for which the fund was estab­
lisiwd. In mv own district wo have one 
ranger, who has to control the whole of the 
Spring- uro and Rolleston district-s, the area 
towards Jericho as far as Clcrmont acros" to 
J\>1ount Coolon, and down on the Isaacs 
Rin'r. 100 mile, from Jericho. It is impos­
sible for ono man to police such an area and 
prevent men from trapping in it in the close 
season. The bona fide trapper who makes 
it his business to go trapping in the open 
season because he is av~surrd of n1aking a 
very good cheque made in a short space 
of time--

:\Tr. LOS1'ELLO: Don't they use cyanide? 

Mr. FOLEY: Tho " mug " trapper in 
the hon. member's district ma,r use cyanide 
or g-o out with a pea rifle at night; but 
the man who knows his business, such as 
the men around Springsurc and Rolleston 
who use snares frequently get thirty or 

J11r. F'oley.] 
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forty dozens of opossum skins a month. At 
any raLe, I recommend to the :Minister that 
out of this enormous fund he should put on 
sufficient rangers to carry out the Act in the 
way originally intended. Ho has the money 
there to pay them and adequatel0 protect 
opossums in the close season; but he ·cannot 
do it or exorcise adequate supervision with 
the few rangers he has now. Otherwise, in 
a very short space of time the average 
trapper will awaken to the fact that he is 
paying 5 per cent. royalty on every skin he 
gets, in addition to his 10s. fee, and he 
will go on strike against bujlding up a huge 
fund. \Ye are fast reaching that stage. 
We should either reduce the perccntag~; 
below 5 per cent., cut it out altoegther, or 
utilise the fund in the w,w in which it was 

proposed to us-;, it. Only a few 
[4 p.m.] rangers have been appointed 

under the Ad, but during the 
past financial year they were instrumental 
in securing very few convictions for breaches 
of the Act, and a number of prosecutions are 
still pending. Fines amounting to £203 were 
imposed, and a considerable number of skins 
were confiscated to the Crown. The time 
has arrived when the legislation should be 
amended in many directions. In the Spring­
sure district one man has been convicted on 
no less than three occac:ions, and was found 
to ha \rG n, nun1bcr of skins in his possCf'3ion. 
Apparently he was able to dispose of the 
skins during tho close S< ason. Although he 
had been convicted on t\vo prevjous occa­
sions, he was fined a palt17 £15 for his third 
offence. The average bona fide trapper is 
definitely opposed to any persons trapping 
in the close season. A bona iido trapper has 
in mind a certain district which he pro­
poses to exploit immediately the season is 
opened; and, if certain individuals are per­
mitted to trap indiscriminately in the close 
season it means that the bona fide trapper 
during" the open season has continually to 
shift camp before he finds a locality where 
it is prolitablo to operate. This industry 
is a very valuable one, not only from the 
point of view of the trapper, but also from 
the point of view of the State. The value 
secured for skins obtained last -,ear indi­
cates that the industry is more "important 
to-day tlian the goldmining industr0 , and 
is much more import.,nt than a number of 
other smaller industries that receive en­
couragcnwnt and are fostered at the hands 
of the Government. Strict supervision should 
be exercised during the clo::e season so that 
the industr_y may be a profit..tblo and stabi­
lised one during the period of operation. I 
suggest that the Minister "hould adopt the 
method followed by his predecessor, the hon. 
member for l\'Iackay, now the Leader of the 
Opposition. The late Secretary for Agricul­
ture realised that it was necessary to deal 
prop<~rlv with the indusir:;, and with that 
objPct in view, he arranged in Brisbane a 
conference of rangers and chairmen of the 
boards constituted under the Act, with the 
object o£ discussing ways and means of im­
proving the industry. At that time the 
individnals concemed had not had a great 
amount of E'xperionce, as they had been 
operating only for a period of about twelve 
months. I would suggest that, as these 
rangers and chairmen of the various boards 
have now had a con"iderablo amount of 
experience, they should be called to Brisbane 
to advise the Minister as to whether there 
is any room for improvement in the Animals 
and Birds Act. 

[Mr. Foley 

Another suggestion worthy of considera­
tion is that of laying down something speci­
fie in the Act in order to determine whether 
g skin was or vvas not caught in the cloae 
-eason. At the present time the magistrate 
has nothing in the Act to guide him in 
determining vd1ether the skins found in th0 
posse::..s.ion of a trapper were caught in the 
close season, or whether, as it is frequently 
contended in prosecutions for trapping in 
a close season, they were a carry-over from 
the previous season, and that the trapper 
had l1een unable to sell them. That is very 
uften the difficulty that the magistrate is 
confronted with in a prosecution; and that 
diftlculty is accentuated by the fact that the 
skins in question had not been seen pre­
viouslv. It has been suggested that a claw 
of the right forefoot should be loft on the 
fkin to denoto that it had beu1 caught in 
ono ;,ea--on, and that a claw of the left fore­
foot must CLdhere 'to the skin to denote that 
it was caught in the next season. 

Another point I wish to dnl with is the 
prohibition of the marketing of skins known 
as " kittens." It is ver:: hard to determine 
what is the right time to open the opoasum 
f::ea.,on. Every sea:;,.on ·we uotice from the 
iirst sales that a great number of what are 
termed " kittens " are sold. If this is per­
mitted to continue, it will have a very 
damag-ing effect on the propag 'tion and con­
tinuation of the opossum in Qucemsland. I 
suggest that the Minister should give con­
eideration to the prohibition of mar­
keting what are known as "kitten " 
skin-., and also to the payment of a reason­
able price, such as occurred in the Spnngsure 
di":trict, of 2s. or 2s. 6cl. per head for every 
young opo,sum that was caught by the 
trapper in any open season. \V c vverc sue~ 
cc"sful in collecting quite a ·number of young 
opossums in the Springsurc and Clermont 
districts and having them conveyed and dis­
tributed to districts where the animals are 
practically extinct. If that were done, it 
would to a large extent assist in the con­
tinuation and propagation of the opossum in 
111any districts \vhere trap.ping operations are 
carried on to a large extent. I hope that 
mv sugge-tions wili bear fruit, and that the 
Minister in charge of this Act will at least 
make an honest endeavour to use some of 
the funds for the purpose they were intended 
for: and that, if he cannot sec his way to 
do so, he will at least disnntinuc the royalty 
system if we are not to use it as intended. 

Resolution 35 (Departme--nt of Agriculture 
and Stock-Chief Office) agreed to. 

Resolutions 36 to 39, bot·h inclusive, agreed 
to. 

H.esolution 40-" Depm·tment of A gricul­
t·ure and Stock-Slaughtering A.ct "-

Mr. BULGOCK (Bar-coo): I desire to draw 
attention to th~ attitude of the Govrernment 
with reg-ard to the question of slaughtering, 
more particularly in the Brisbane area. Thi.• 
year there is a reduction of two in the 
number of inspectors provided under this 
Act. There are more butcher shops in Bris­
bane to-day than in r.rovious years, and the 
consumption of n1eat jn Brisbane--jndced 
throughout Queensiand-is gre"tcr to-day by 
reason of the increaseJ population. The 
B"stem we have denends for its success on 
tl10 most rigid scrutiny and inspection. For 
the benefit of those hon. members who do 
not know the vicissitudes under which the 
slaughtering inspectors labour, 1 would like 
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to point out that in Queen,laml-and in this 
respect Brisbane is unique-we ha vy~ , a. 
variety of slaughteryards situated at w1de!y 
divergent point>. Even with the number of 
inspectors who were employed-they num­
bered thirty-five-it was humanly impos>Ible 
tn make the necessary inspections to erbure 
that Brisbane was getting an absolutely pure 
meat supply. It is very obvious rhat . the 
inspection cannot take )Jlace if there 1s a 
diminished nLlmber of inspectors available. 
It is commonly kr10\Vn that on rnany occa­
sions diseased meat has entered into hun1an 
consumption iu Brisbane and other towns 
in QLlecnsland. One need only look at the 
press reports from tirno to tin1c to see 
where sorne unscrupulous butcher-and fDD1C­

iimes some unfortunate butcher who is not 
in a position to rccognif.e diseased' meat­
is prosecuted for offering diecased moat for 
sale or having it in his shop. It is not 
always tho faLJlt of the butcher, v.-ho may 
have his slaughtering done by contract, and 
in that case hP is the unwilling victim of 
circumstances. rrhis fact does E'll1Crge, ho\V­
ever, that for every butcher or slaughter­
yard proprietor who is prosecuted for having 
disc.1sed moat in his poscssion 1nany must 
~·,cape. Ollr system inevitably teuds in that 
direction. It is not the fault of the iuspector: 
v:, e \vant more inspectors than we ha Ye if 
the Act is to be efficientlv admini>tered. 
The reduction in the numbt'r of inspectors 
repl'escnts u. very graYe position so far as 
the' people are concerned, bPcau~e it repre­
Rents a prosp0ctive inroad on the health of 
the community, seeing that it is obviou.sly 
impossible for all moat consumed each day 
in Brisbane to be inspected. \Ve are doiw; 
the best we can with the present system. I 
believe that the best that ihe scstcm affords 
i~ being done; but I am reluctant to agree­
to a reduction in the number of persons who 
are employed to conduct this inspection. It 
is a real menace to the health of the com­
munity. Probably the only way whereby 
1 he difficulty can be adequately overcome 
is by the establishment of a central slaughter­
ing authority. Sooner or later abattoirs 
will come, and in that connection I shoulcl 
like to inquire whether any move is being 
made. I knov· that thG Government have 
been awaiting the report of lVlr. Cramsie. 
J thought, perhaps, the Minister might haYe 
some earlier information, as this matter is 
oi vital importance. It is a matter that 
'hould have been taken up seriously years 
ago. If wo are going to have abattoirs. well 
and good, because the sooner we have them 
the bettet it will be for the health of the 
people of Queensland. 

Resolution 40 (Department of Agriculture 
and Stock-Slaughtering Act) agreed to. 

Resolutions 41 to 51, both inclu··,ivc, asrecd 
to. 

Resolution 52-" Premie1· and Chief Secre­
hry's Department-Legislati c .cl seem bly '.'-

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): I am sorry 
that the courtesy of bein:r present in this 
Chamber when· their Estimates arc under 
{'Onsideration is not being t":tended to hon. 
rnernbers by Mini~,ters as 11111Ch as it ought 
to be. Some of the Ministers arc lwre; 
others are not. AppaTently the consideration 
b·. Parliamt:nt of these resolutions amounts 
1.0 very little. I am glad that the Premier 
has como in, be.cause I desire to raise a 
matter under the heading " Legislative 
Assembly" which is of extrcn10 irnportance 
to members of the Opposition. I refer to the 

question of arranging the businc,s which is 
a matter for the Legislative AsscrnLly. In 
vie1v of tho ruling given by :\Ir. Deputy 
Speaker earlier in the day, that we would 
be entitled to discuss a certain matter, I ask 
the Leader of the Government to give to the 
Opposition some indication as to whether he 
proposes to allow a discussion to take pla,'e 
in regard to the charges rnad·e by a certain 
::\Iinicter during the present session? A 
motion relating to those charges is on the 
business-sheet. A ruling has been given that 
we shall not have the right to discuss this 
question in any -..vay until that 1notion corncs 
~dong. If the motion does pot. cornP before 
us, I maintain that we shall have to rush 
into rec·ess with the honour of certain mem­
bers of this Assembly impugned without 
their having had any chance whatever lo 
defend themselves against charges m:tde 
under the cover of parlian1cntary privilege. 
Kow, that is not right. Ko Government 
knowing- their job or deoiring to be fair to 
hon. members of this _,\sscmblv can view with 
equanimity such a state of affairs as that. l 
do not bclim·e that the Premier can. I am 
fair enough to say that I bc!ie,-c thP Premier 
r<'g-rcts the attacks that were made und<Jr 
co\·er of parliamentary privilege, but then 
it is onlv fair that those \vho aTe attackPd 
and wh,; have to suffer silentlv undm this 
sort of thing ought at least to be given some 
indication as to when the motion \vhich deals 
with these matters is lik<"lv to come before 
the Home. The public is. not ,,,,,,re that, 
when notice is given of a n1otion on a rnattcr 
such as this, it cannot be discues d unlo.-,s the 
Government choose to allow it to be discu.-sed. 
The Government, with their majority, 
arrange th0 order of businees. and this 
motion. that a select committee be ;cppointed 
to inquire into the allegations made by a 
Minister of the Crown agaimt hon. members 
on this sidA-an allegation that there was a 
master mind behind a certnin thing-cannot 
be discJPsed unless the Premier chooses to 
bring that motion up on the bu~1ne'v-;-sheet, 
and give us an opportnnih· to cliseuss it. 
The Premier. as a man of honour-I think he 
is one-ought at least to give us that rig·ht. 
It is a horrible thing fnr anv hon. member 
who is either present in this As ,~mbly or 
who is absent through no fault of his own to 
have to sit silent under an accusation such 
as this. It is not fair. ThNe is no justice 
lvhateYer in closing thit~ sr<;:sion without giv­
ing the Opposition an opnortunitv of refutinc; 
the charges that have been made egainst it 
and against the previous GovDrnment. There 
are members of this Asesmbh· who were 
members of the previous Governnwnt. Their 
honour has been impugned. ancl thP:c are 
unable to defend themseh·es. It is not <'nm­
pdent for them to sa:;· one word in defence 
unless the Prf'mier rhonsrs to nllow them. I 
R<lc the Premier noint bhnk "Will he give 
them that nnportnnitv? " It is a straight 
nuf:'stion. 'fie i-, hor0 in hjs nlare. I ask 
him. \Vill lw give members-who have been 
accused under cover of parliamentar-c 
nri vilege of all sorts of things by one of his 
Ministers-will he give them th<lt oppor­
t-unity to defend them se! ves? Will he give 
us a chance to discuss a rr:otion to appoint 
a select committee? He is silent! 

It is oh.-io,Js that the Premier malise" 
that one of his lVIinistrrs has got himself 
into a hole. and he will not allow th;s party 
io defend it,c·lf because ho belien•s and knows 
that. If it does defend itself, his Minister 

JI1. Pollock.] 
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will bo in a hole. 'l'his is a horrible state of 
affairs to be hanging over the heads of 
members of this Chamber. It is not just, 
and there can be no defence of it. If the 
Premier does not give us the opportunity of 
discu"'ing this motion, he rnuot stand con­
dmnned as being a n1an who is not prepared 
to give rnen who h:_,vo been unjustly accused 
a fair deal. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Wm.· ·uo): On the Esti­
mates-in-Chief \VC were preveutcd from 
rcvicnving the conduct of the _._t\..ssetubly on 
the Legislative Assembly vote. It "·ill be 
a-dmitted that a vote, for instancn, on the 
llon1c Sccretar:, 's E~timat._s should not pre­
vent us from inquiring into the conduct of 
prisons, a0ylurns, outdoor relief, and so on; 
that on a vote for the Department of .Public 
Lands we should not be prevented from 
inquiring into the conduct of any of the sub­
branches of that department ; y,t, when this 
vote "\\as croino· through \VC \Vere pre\ ented 
from spe~king on the conduct of the 
Assembly, particularly relating to the occur­
rence in this Chamber on 4th October. 

I do not wish to tra,·ebe the statements 
I made earlier in t·ho day on the vote for the 
Department of Mines; but on this vote cases 
arise which directly concern us as members 
of this Assembly, such as being un<tblo 
to got st·raight answers to questions. the 
actual wording-the verbiage of questions-­
being censored-with whith I have no quarrel, 
as questions should be dtcontly put; but 
they should also be decently ausworod. 

In a question which I addressed to the 
Treasurer the other day, I asked if, con­
.,idering the statement's made by me in a 
personrl explanation as to giYlng 1lount Isa 
shares to certain persons, seeing that all 
those staten1onts \Vere 1nado in rny income 
tax return for 1924, and wore also 

0 

supplied 
by the sor:rotary of J\Iount Istt Proprietary 
Silver-Lead, Lin:ited, in the same year in 
his inCUll10 tax return, the rrrcasurer WOUld 
use his now-found powers and peruse 
those income tax returns and give me 
this little amount of justice in regard 
to the char!"e3 made by the meaner 
followers of the Government on 4th October. 
The eventual reply of the 'l'reasun•r to that 
quosUon ,..,~as that ho ha) never ~yet perused 
income tax returns and does not propose to 
do so. from which arises the natural ques­
tion, " Wh.1', if he doe, not, did not, and 
will not, did he have this regulation pas·-~d 
through the House?" \Vas it only intended 
for the main purpose of affecting the Com­
monwr'alth election? If it wore not. an-d if 
it is right for hirn to proe']airn a regulation 
-which thcv can do Lv the mere fc,·co of 
their numbei·s, and b,- reason of the fact that 
they arc the Goverllment-is it right to stop 
there and not to u<.e the regnbticn to do 
justice to a member of the Hm.c.' ·: The 
general air of scandahnongering tha.t has 
been going on in this House since before tho 
Federal dcction, and which sudden!. was 
dropped after the l<'pdcral clcction-juot £s 

we know the unemplo;:mcnt in Queensland 
was made a leadiug feature of all no\vs" 
papers--

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. BEDFORD: I am only making an 
iilustration in pa,sing-I do not propose to 
get on to that subject. I say in the L:tn1o 

''·"Y that that di,;appcarcd immediately­
lniraculouFly-so far as nc\vspapcr.s \'<ere 

J.l1r. Pollock. 

C'OTIC('l'l1(''C1, ilTIInediatelv afi'cr the election orr 
11th May, similarly this air of scandalmon­
gormg is now permitted to be dropped just 
because the Federal elections aro over-just 
because thev ha.Yc resultrd as ihcy haYc. 
)Yheiher they had resulted in this wa0 or 
the other, thev •,vould srdl hcwo be •n droppul. 
And why should any of the people, r'lpecidlly 
rnctnbers on this side who haYe been th~rcbv 
implic .1tcd, suddenly bfl refu ·1 anythil'g ill 
the way of a withdrawal of the charge m· 
an inquiry into it? 

?\'ow the cas" of J\Iungana is attempted to 
be tacked on to the caso of J\lount Isa Pro­
priet.uy Silver-lead Limited. For wh.at 
re:. ~on'? Only because :Mount Is a Proprie­
iarv Silver-lead Limited is a clean proposi­
tim"l. The Mount Isa Proprietary busine•s 
1 .cS brought into this House under cover of 
u, proposition in the l:viining Trust Lirnited 
Agreement Ratiltcation Bill- it could not 
othervcise have been brought up here-so 
that the Jl.1iuister would not revimz ihe con­
ditions of the Bill, as he ougho to have done, 
but could immediately sidetrack himself 
and the wholo source 'of the Bill and tho 
reasons for the Bill by stating that the 
reason v;hv it w,1.s introduced was in order 
to preyont a repetition of the blackmail­
that is tho word he used-the "blackmail" 
which had been exercised on Mount 
Isa Mines Limited. Evor;·body knows the 
facts of the :Mount Isa Proprietary Silver­
lead Limited b-. this time. Everybody 
knows that, be~canse certain prospectors 
would not deal with the Tcprosentatives of 
::\fount Isa Mines Limited-because they 
had known them before-and insisted on 
dealing with me because they had 
lmo.n1 mo before, the ::Vlount Isa :Mines 
Limited tried to got certain ka-cs from 
us-first for £5.00C, then for £35,000 
-and depreciate(! our stock in the 
cpcn market so that e.,~,To could not issue our 
J't•scr·n· shares and would not be able to pay 
the £25,00( for the option over those lc:tses, 
hoping thereb:: that a., thc.-- had already 
tried to do, they cvould be able to sJde­
irack us and so save thomselvro, £100,000. 
Everyboclv kno-,ys that this busines: ;,vas 
intrz:;lucecl hero purely for the t;>l.l'ect it 
might hav~ on the Federal election, the 
objective being-not me, but Theodore. 
Ever:·borh- knows that that was the reason 
for it. jt~st as everybody knows that they 
"thudded." No·.,·, whatever the case may 
be about :\Lung ana, the en se here v. as that 
the Mount I" 1. Proprietary business "c,s a 
clean arranq"en1ent bebv..:cn prospectnfS who 
knew me and trusted 1ne and a con1pany of 
ntC1 who 1-vcro gmnc to put up their rnoney 
because of knowledge of rr:o and <tll thoso 
sn1all n1cn follov.-ed rne and \\ ho £''en-
tually got .£1 for their 5s. 'l'hat case is tacked 
on to the :C.lungana cas'' "'· a makeshift. If 
there is proof of th truth of tho sLtcme:1t 
ll1&"1e in that , ery opportune inquiry into t.he 
bankruptcy of Mr. Reid, then this party has 
11ad its leg pulle-d badl: ; hut this party can 
only plead guilty to believing that the stak­
ment made bv its Loader ""'' correct. If 
it ·was incolTt~ct, then let hiln an"wor jt in 
any tribuna I of tho hnd ; but 1 ha V<' yet to 
lcu.rn that it is rig;ht to have rny business 
fa.st(-ncd on to a thing in \vhich the Govern­
ment had bought something frmr. members 
of the Government. I object t·o that cours\'. 

'\Vhile we arc on the questio>1 of the conduct 
of this House. lot us get back to the evasive 
replies giY"'l ·to a statement made in refer­
ence to this cutting from the Molbourn& 
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"A;e." It is a copy of a letter addressed 
to the Premier, although. for the purposes of 
the Act relating to libel, ecrbin statements 
have been deleted from it bv the :?llelbourne 
"Age," which accepted it f1S an advertise­
ment. This is the letter, add re .,ed to the 
Pren1icr-

" Drar Jl.lr. J\!Ioore,-1 received your 
telegram :·esterday (Satur<lay). I enclose 
for your perusal a clipping from the 
'Guardian.' You will note tho head­
line, ' Bribe Convict.' 

"Over a period of seven years I have 
been getting !.his sort of thing. Anything 
0lse can be treated with contemnt. This 
sort of thing can only be fought. 

" For seven vears I ha vc had to be on 
!he watch all ·the time. I never knew 
from whence to expect the next attack. 
The struggle must necessarily become 
harder and harder unless I c-an case up 
the strain. 

" As briefly as possiblP let me review 
tile ev,"1ts or' the last few months. vVhen 
I visited you I askcd-(1) That an inquiry 
be hold. 'fhat you refused. Then you 
were asked as a sc~ond rdternative-but 
to me I must confess a distasteful alter­
native, and one prompted b) circum­
stance alone-that vour Government 
would pledge itself not to plead the 
Statute of Frauds and Limitations if 
lPgal action were taken to secure the 
release of the £3,000 bonds and £200 cash 
which counsel had advised us had been 
confiscated by a faulty Act. Thrs abo 
you refused; but your Government said, 
in effect, if we could weather _m fatefnl 
n bar as a cr·rtain nonsuit, ""'On w-ould 
not introduce legislation to reconfiscate 
the n1oney.'' 

[4.30 p.m.] 

" That was a promise that could onlv 
be interpreted to moan that your Go,-crn­
ment would concede nothing. 

"Returning to Sydney I got a couple 
of bumps over the seven-years-old trouble, 
and then the Federal elections came on. 
Dr. J\'ott was howling so much abont 
Billy Hnghcs not agreeing to meet him 
in debate that I wrote him, and chal­
lenged. him to meet· me. He sidcsL pped 
that challeng-e in the very manner he was 
nondcmning Hughc·, for adoptinv,. He 
informed me b·.- telephone that he was 
'Hriting to me on the following day-bnt 
he did not ke0p his word." 

I do not blame Nott for that-
" Then rame the question in the Queens­
land House. and for all practical pur­
poses I am back where I was on the da v 
I. was _released . frorn Boggo-road Gaol. 
wrth thrs exccptwn-that then I believed 
the thing could be lived down. but now 
I know that it has to be fought down or 
I must go under. I prefer to fight. 

" V\' hen I Tead that headline in the 
' Guardian,' I realised that it said in 
call<;><ls . type what Country Party 
Natwnahsts often sard. and are now Sa''­
}~g, i_n. effect. I lnle\v seven years aio 
that thrs would be :oaid, but then believed 
if my_ silence saved a partj the repre­
sentatives of that party would keep their 
promrs2s made to me at a time- when to 
exact the promise from them in writing 
would have been as cruel as it was 
cowardly. 

"Having read the headline I then 
-..,yircd to you. For the courte"-y of your 
rcpl:: I thank you. 

" \Vhat I now want to point out to 
vou is this: The organisdion responsible 
for the hatching of the plot. and linkir g 
it up ·wit'h the politician'" .. i.J the one that 
hurl- the stone at me. 

·' This is the simple fact of the wholP 
thing." 

I am informed by people who mrght to lmm< 
that the letter went on to say-

" I went to Boggo road for what l di-1, 
but the man who prompted and showed 
n' the political legal way ont of it got 
tho position of Agent-G cneral." 

The PRE:\f!ER: He did- not sav that m the 
letter he wrote to me. , 

::'dr. BEDFORD: H<~ mentioned liiacart­
ncy'r name in the letter he vvrote to you. 

The PRDHER: No. 

::Vir. BEDFORD: Did he noention Jim 
Clark? 

The l'nEmER: No. Ilc did not mention 
anybody's name. 

J\Ir. PEAS~ : You said that you had never 
received the letter. 

The PRE1IIER: I had not \vhcn the hon. 
member asked mo the qw,stion. 

:VIr. BEDFORD: Let me proceed-
" A certain well-known association at 

an executive meeting, after I had advised 
that it. was unneccss·ary to go on with 
the proposal, decided that a man should 
be ' b'?~ght' to cross the floor of the 
House. 

H,• mentioned the United Pastoralijts and 
Graziers' Association; a.nd I am told that in 
the letter to the Premier the name 
'' l\1acartncy " is n1cntioned. Further-

" \Yhen I asked ab~)ut pcn:altic,, in case 
of failure, I "as told that a well-known 
politir ~1 legal man had advised that it 
was perfectlv legal, provided the man to 
be ' bought ' was not asked to vote on a 
specific Bill, and he further ad vis0d that 
he be paid in bonds, pl cfprably "cross 
the :\'ev, South \Yale, border." 

Djrty work at tho cross roads ! Further-
,, Certain members of the Opposition 

\YOre approached, and agr~ed that to 
give the ' bol!ght ' man a chr· nee to 
cro;;,~ the floor of the IIouse a no-confi­
dence motion should be moved. 
"~ow, the po~ition is that the as~ocia­

rion rderrcd to was responsible-oflicially 
responsible-for the attempt not to bribe 
Brennan, but to buy his political sup­
port in the Honse. The mode of opera­
tions was outlined bv the solicitor 
referred to. ' 

'· X early ever:; n1eu1ber of your party 
\Yho 1•; as in the I-Iou "'o in August, 1922, 
i•.·as prepared to accept the dissolution 
which the defection of }lJ~mla!l would 
have brought about. TlH·n· were several 
interviev,rs in the 1-Iouse vvith H ... ernber:;, 
on the subject. Some of the mcmbc. s 
'.;ho howled loudest against Connolly and 
myself knew as much abom; the i\ hole 
affr.ir as I did myself." 

Mr. PoLLOCK: \\'hat? 

Mr. BEDFORD: This is what the man 
said in his letter to the Premier. 

Mr. POLLOCK : Sa,· it again. 

Mr. Bedford.] 
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Mr. BEDFORD: I repeat it-
" Some of the members who howled 

loudest against Connolly and myself 
knew as much about the whole affair as 
I did me, oelf." 

Further-
" Tho man who o,upplied the bonds, 

however, put' over a story worthy of a 
novelist.'' 

Or a pearler ! 

The Pm::.IIER: Does he say that in that 
letter, or do y>u say that? 

Mr. BEDFORD: I am saying that in 
parenthesc:s-you ought t-o have known that. 

" This was the explanation of that 
man:-' I found the bonds for legitimate 
propaganda \York, and Sleeman Inisnp­
plied the funds entrusted to him.' 

"That falsehood and the unholy and 
hyprocitical honor with which parliamen­
tarians cursed us t.o clear thcrnsel \.·es wcl'e 
the initiial stages in the campaign of 
rnalicious rnisrPprcsentation that is going 
strongly to-clay. 

" I believe there is only one way to 
meet this-to effectively supproc.s this-to 
win free from this manacling and damag­
ing evil from the past, and that is ro 
publicly proclaim the part I plave-cl in 
the matter, and I do not think a fair­
minded public will be slow to realise 
that, after all, I was an agent 'vho was 
afterwards handed the liabilitib of the 
principals gratuitously to carr;. ; r;or do 
I think that the public will think that 
th€· Brennan case was the solo case of its 
kind. 

" You will pardon an Ishmael v ho has 
been in the wilderness for seven vears 
feeling vuy strongly on the matter. "You 
may e,-en be able to realise that after 
the ' Guardian ' headline it' is n1y duty 
to clear m··sclf of a mass of imputation; 
and innuendoes that ha,-e grown about 
an anc.ieut conviction in the la\Y courts 
of your &tate. 

"You ha,-e promised the people an 
inquiry into ~Iungana. Yuu are sworn 
to act without fear or faYour.'' 

" \Yhilst you will not fear the men 
who rna- have been responsible for irre­
gularitie--. at :Vlungana, it is to be hoped 
that you will not favour the men rc-•pon­
si ble for shelving their responsibilities 
m the matter of attempting to buy 
Brennan. 

" I ask you, as a result of the;ce further 
facts, to grant me an inquiry. Let the 
matter of any moneys involved be for­
gotten. I will give you a written 
guarantee to make no financial claim 
if yoll will give me an official inquiry." 

'That is very good of him-because he could 
not get any money back. It was taken, 
just as smuggled goods are treated as con­
traband by the Customs. Where the Premier 
has a ca,e liko thi" with the fiwts so clear 
he keeps silent, and refuses cYcn to go o1{ 
with the Mungana inquiry in the absence 
of the man principally implicated. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: He has got to 
take up a manly attitude after what he said. 

Ivir. BEDFORD : It is perfectly right 
t0 _be manly not only to the people who look 
guilty but ulso to the people vcho look 
innocent. If the Premier wants to be 

[111r. Bedfod. 

manly, let him start by grving an inde­
pendent inquiry into Mount Isa right away. 
It will not suit him to do so ; it will not 
ouit his followers, because he knows it is 
too clean ; but just before the next election 
he may do so. I am not going to wait 
until just before the next eiection. If it 
is necessary for a member of Parliament 
to get his own reputation cleared, and he 
cannot get it cleared in the House itself, 
then I will waive my righb as a member 
of Parliament and take it outside as a 
private citizen. In the meantime this thing 
must stick. The Treasurer passed a 1nost 
iniquitous regulation, which generally 
destroyed the inviolability of the secrecy of 
incorne tax returns--

The ATTORXEY-GExERAL: Then your legis­
lation is iniquitous. 

Mr. BEDFORD: And used that regulation 
for the purpose of getting some political 
advantage for a party which failed on 12th 
October. He could do that, and yet refuse 
in this "cattish " way of his-this way of a 
cat, this complacent " cattish" way-to do 
a thing when it suits him, and to refuse to 
do it with an appearance of great nobilit;· 
when it does not suit. After all, I am not 
talking to the Treasurer; I am. I believe, 
talking to a bigger man-the Premier. Per­
sonally, I know he believc,,-and I have not 
the sense of proportion if I could not see 
it-that there is nothing in these charges. I 
ask the Premier, who has already expressed 
his own private opinion to me, and he has 
expressed the same opinion in this House­
that there is nothing in this Mount Isa 
business-to grant an inquiry so that it ma.y 
see the lighc of day; but I believe that he 
is prevented by the meaner people behind 
bim. 11ungana is on it:) OV\'n; Slcoman is 
on his own; and Mount !3~ Proprietary is 
on its O\Vll; and I ask the Premif:'r to give 
three separate inquiries into those three 
questions. 

OPPOSITION ME:IIBER~ : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
,'1ubignu): Mr. Speaker--

Mr. :B'OLEY: Stand up to it. 

The PREMIER : Of course I will stand 
up to it. I have never been afraid to st11n_d 
up to anything that I have smd m this 
House. I want to tell the hon. member 
for Warrego that I definitely stated in t_his 
House that I accepted wrthouL reservatwn 
the statement he made that he gave these 
shares to different in-dividuals. I accepted 
that statement of his; there is no question 
about it. I would not ask the Treasurer 
to look at the hon. mPmbcr's income tax 
returns to see whether his statement was 
true or otherwise. I believe he did do that. 
But that was not the point. The point is 
this: Are men who were occupying high 
positions in this House and receiving gifts 
of these shares canable afterwards of hand­
ling the business of this State, and passing 
a railway which enhanced the value of those 
sh>cres? 

J'\1r. BEDFORD : Are men capable of govern­
ing who receive the gifts of a Slccman? 

The PREMIER : The whole point at 
issue is not a questior, of whether the hon. 
member for vVarrego gave away these 
shares, or whether he did not do so; but 
are men occupying Ministerial positions justi­
fied in accepting these shares and afterwards 
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voting for a railway, which enhanced the 
value of those share'? 

Mr. BEDFORD: No one voted for that 
railway; it >. ent through on the voices. 

The PRE:\IIER: I do not care whether 
the hon. member for \Varrego gave the 
Ministers in question 500 shares, or 1,000 
shares, or oven one share. 

Mr. BEDFORD : Is it corruption to ask for 
a railway? (Interjections.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

The I'RE:\IIER : I am not accusmg tlle 
hon. member of corruption. I do not say 
that he. did not give the shares in perfectly 
good fmth. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You said in this Home that 
it was done in good faith. 

The PREMIER: The part I object to. 
and the part that to me is so wronr; and 
humiliating, jg that Ministers Rhould' have 
taken tho •e sharea knowing full well they 
were gomg to pass a raihvay to the Mount 
Isa field. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Your partr were prepared 
to take the beneftt--

The SPEAKER : Order 1 

Mr. BEDFORD: Of the gift to Slo<·man. 

The SPEAKER: Orde·r! If tho hon. mem-
ber does not obey my call to order. I shall be 
compelled to deal with him. The House 
listened to him in silence, and I ask him to 
extend the same treatment to the Premier. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I beg pardon. i\Ir. i3peaker. 
I was talking so_ loudly that I could not hear 
myself. (Laughter.) 

Tho PRE2';1IER: Some of the gentlemen 
who took those "hares are men who were also 
mixed up in J\tlungana. The~? are not only 
members of this House. vVe have it that M~. 
Dunlop, a mining warden, vYas given shari'"~· 
All this wants to be sifted. Not that the 
hon. member did anvthing wrong-he is per­
fectlv entitled to give his shares a"·av-he 
·could give them all away. · 

J\Ir. BEDFORD: :"'ot all! (Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: I am not accusing loim 
of anything wrong. The point of view I 
take is in respect of those i!ldividuals who 
received the shares and who were afterwards 
going to Yote on a railv,'DY proposition. 

Mr. BRASSIXGTON: The~- did not vote. 

The PREMIER: Well the,, brought m 
and passed a Bill. ' · 

Mr. BEDFORD: \Vouldn't von brirw m a 
Mount Isa Railway Bill to-morrow' ~ 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. HYNES: The Public \\' orks Commission 

approved of it. 

The PREYIIER: The hon. member might 
be able to justify it in his own mind: I e'an­
not justify it. The principle is a bad ono 
and a wrong one. It cannot be justified in 
~ny Parli.1ment, and it ought to be inquin•d 
m to. 

]\;fr. BEDFORD: That is all I am asking yon 
to do. 

The PREMIER: But the hon. member has 
brought in the Sloeman case, and read out a 
letter, interpolating names that were never 
put into that letter. 

1Ir. BEDFORD: They were. I am assured 
by a man who saw it.· 

The PREMIER : I am assured by some­
body who saw somebody else do sornething 
else! That might bo all right if you want to 
get in a "' dig" at a 1nan ·who h ... ~.') been 
appointed to a high and honourable posi­
tion. It may be all right if you want to 
blacken the characters of those individuals, 
but I give rri1 word of honour that those 
names were nc"ver in the letter J\Ir. Sleeman 
\Vrot0 to 1110. 

2';1,·. BEDFORD : I accept that. 

The PREMIER: I am prepared to lay it 
on the table of this House. I have nothing 
against Mr. Sleeman. He came to see me. 
The case was old, and I went through the 
papers. and have been throug-h them since, 
and I cannot see any justification at the 
present tim·o for any action to be taken. If 
he is going to corno out. anrl openly accuse 
me nbers of this side of the House, or mem­
bers whom I know to be honest, then we 
know what to do; but I am not going to 
digress into generalities when people are 
merclv throwing dirt. I am not g·oing to 
h,n-e it. At the very time that this briber:: 
business 'vas dealt with in Parliament. what 
happened' This is what :\Ir. Yowlcs, the 
tbt'n Leader of the Opposition, said in this 
Chamber-

" I desire to again dissociate n1ysclf 
and party from those happenings, and 
im·ite the Premier. to appomt a Royal 
Commission to inquire into the truth or 
otherwise of his statc>nent or insinua­
tion. I ma kc that challenge no"· to the 
Premier. I challenge him to ap11oint a 
Ro' al Commission to show that any or 
ov,?rv n1-ember of n1v part:v "\vas in any 
way· as·ociated with 'those happenings." 

11r. Vowlcs asked the Premier to do that. 
The late Gove1;nmeut were in power at that 
time. and they had the opportunity. with 
their detective force and even·thing else, to 
g-o into the whole question. \Vhat happened? 
A leading article in the Brisbane " Daily 
Mail " of 1st l'vfa v. 1923. after a reference to 
the late Secretary for l'vfinc,,, Mr. Jones, went 
on to sav-

" His collearrue ;\lr. Mullan, is under­
takin"' some o a{nateur theatricals at 
Charters Towers. with the Minister for 
Justice iu the title role as the hero. It 
is casv to understand that Mr. Mullan, 
as •Ut'ornev-General feels some responsi­
bilrty with referen;e to the six-months­
old c1se of attempted briber:>·· It is 
gE'nerally realised that in tho>t case the 
Government prosecuted only the men who 
had l1ecn the tools, and that the prin­
cipals have not so far been brought to 
justice., 

:'vir. BEDFORD : Is a leader from a " bmn " 
newspaper your best evidence? 

The PREMIER-
" Mr. Mullan now states that the Go­

vernnwnt had a pretty fair knowledge as 
to who were the owners of the bonds 
found in the possession .,f the arrested 
men. P-cobably Mr. Mulbn's audience 
was dulv impressed bv this dramatic 
statement and bv the 1\Iinister's further 
declaration that 'he had obtained infor­
mation that might lead to an arrest, but 
when it recovered its breath it would 
feel disposerl to ask Mr. Mullan the 
simple question: Whv have not the prin­
cipals been arrestPd? Is Mr. J\fullan 
waiting to brin~ off a coup on the eve 

lion . .A .. E. Moore.] 
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of the election? That would he a very 
dramatic spectacle, particularly if the 
Minister himself '"ere to continue his 
role as Sherlock Holmcs and make an 
arrest personally. But a British com­
munity doe:-; not 'Yant this sort of spec­
tacular justice. If the Go,,·crnmcnt has a 
prima facie case against principals, let 
it place tliem on trial; if it has not, let 
:vir. ::Vlullan cease his melodramatic pos­
turing. I-Ie is a sorry actor at his best, 
and should confine himself to politics." 

\Ve challenged the Government of the day 
to appoint a Royal Commission, and the 
extraordinary thing to me is this: I have 
been through the whole of the papers, and 
there is not one single document to show 
that the GoYernment took any action at all 
after the trial. 

:Ylr. POLLOCK: That should not stop you. 

'!.'he PREMIER: I would like to ask the 
hon. members, who were sitting behind the 
Government of the day, why they did not 
pre3s the Government to go into the whole 
question and iind ouf, who wore the guilty 
persons. 

M:r. BEDFORD: They could not prove their 
case. TheY had not the eYidence. Now it 
has been supplied. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 

Thr PRE:\HER: The late Attorney­
General pncticallv stated in this House that 
ht~ knevl' who the2T vvere. I have gone into 
the pap·cers. If the late Government wore 
g-enuinely interested in safe-guarding the 
honour and probity of this House, one would 
think cmnething would have been clone imme­
diately after the trial. 

:Mr. BEDFORD: Slecma.n has since 
~·squealed." 

The PREMIER : Does the hon. member 
wait till someone "squeals"? Had the late 
G-oYcrnn1ent no opportunity of finding out 
··here the bouds came from? Was it not 
stated hy Mr. Thcodoro that he would make 
every inquiry? 

:Mr. POLLOCK: A man who turns King's 
m·idence is accepted as a witness. 

The PREMIER: Thi,c is what ~\1r. Theo­
dore said, as reported on pagL 2143 of 
,; Hansard "-

" I know 1noro than cttn be stated hero 
as to who was actuallv concerned in 
arranging to bribe a n1e1llber. '~ 

He knew it. Why did he not go on with 
it? 

:Mr. BEDFORD: He knew it, but 110 one had 
turned King's evidence. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member goes 
htck scyen years to a case like ihis at an 
election time. I say to-dav that I am not 
g-oing to reopen a case of that sort. 

:Hr. PoLLOCK: \Yhy open Mungana? 

The PREMIER: Because, when we wor, 
in Opposition. we tried to get an inquiry 
ir:to ;\fungo na. \Vhat happE'nccl? In the 
last susion of that Parliament we submitted 
a definite motion of want of confidence in 
the Government because thev would not hold 
an inquiry. \Vero we allo·sed to discuss 
that motion? It was put at the bottom of 
the paper, and it remained at the bottom 
o:' the paper until the end of the session. 
and we never had a chance of discussing it~ 
Do we not know from the oYidcnce obtained 
in the Reid bankruptcy case that it was 

[Hon . .A. E. M oore. 

hinted that we brought it on? Brunkhorst 
was the first n1an to bring it up. 

:vlr. BEDFORD: Separate th·,m. 

The PRE}.IIER: Why sepuilte them? 
Tlwro is nothinv, personal against th' hon. 
member, who is the only ono not affected 
in this n1atter. There is no ru·cp . tion against 
the hon. member of doing corrupt. 
I--Ie gave the s.hares a vn1y anything 
happen:Jd. 

::\lr. PoLLOCK: \Vhat a bout the other rncn? 

The PREMIER: The,- a re not here. They 
arc all concerned, and the~- ought to be here 
vvhen the inquiry comes on. 

i\fr. PoLLOCE:, More tl~.m :\h. ::\lcCorm2.ck 
is concerned. 

The PRE:I~fER: 'fhcrc y;erc several of 
them. The people concerned in the question­
able part-the dishonourable part or the 
IYant.of-taste part, or whatvn~r- :v~ou like to 
caH it-thev arc the or.;"' I -\Ynnt to have 
i ho inquiry. a bout. 

::'>fr. Pou.ocx: It was .imt a lack of taste. 

The PREMIER : If an hon. member on 
this side had taken the shares. the hon. mem­
ber would characterise it bv a Yel'Y different 
name than "lack of taste.;' Thr'o would be 
speaking from soap boocP' all· over the 
counh... Thev would be tellin'l' the people 
up hill" and do-lvn dalo that the then Premier, 
who was the person in authority. had an 
opportunih to benefit himself at the expense 
of the public, and took it. 

11r. PoLLOCK: You must ta:·~ the rcsponsi­
bilit·,· that vou refuse to inquire into the 
allegations. ' 

The PRK'.IIER: I take thl' responsibility; 
and the l.:tte Goyernn1ent 1nusi: tflke the 
responsibility, with all the knowledge and 
opportunit,, they had for son,n y<;;'trs, and 
with all the capital they made out of it. 

An 0PPOSITIO'f ~1\iDIBE, : Y on would 
benefit by the act of the late Government. 

;\Ir. BRcrE: You would c1errr :, ourself. 

Th0 PRE::\HER : I ha n not to clear 
myself. I am not going io haYo that said 
a bout 1nc. 

1Thcn \Ye La Y0 ban. rnembers 
opposite bringing in the n ,·,nes of men that 
~homan did not mention in order to get 
them into c dirty case in this House. 

Mr. BEDFORD interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order ! 

The PREJI.IIER: I am uot ~,omg to ha Ye 
ibis ,,ort of thing pushed on 1o me. There 
i:; no charge against 1112 or a:7alnst this 
part~. Tho chargo is against n1cn \vho \Ver0 
brou~~hL into a conrt and conYictPd ; and 
the Government at that time. in 1922, said 
that theY know they 'vc-re onlv tools. The 
judge p;ac-ticaily ,,{id they '"""'' ·mly tools. 
\Yas it a r,•asonable thing th, t the Go,, ern­
ment at that time did not take the oppor­
tunity to find out who were the really guilty 
persons" Why did they !Pan' it for seven 
vears till ihis GoYernment came in before 
attempting to clear themsoJ C> from SUS­

picion-to trv to clear them•eh·es from a 
st ctern0nt thaJ one of the convicted men 
rnade scYen yoars after,var&;;? 

2'11r. PoLLOCK: How could yon get that 
adn1ission unless the convich~L~ n1a.n said it? 

The PREYIIER: The'e matters arc not 
J'r·cordcd on the ille. 

l\1r. PoLLOCK: Would it be on the file? 



Supply. [25 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1227 

The PREI.IIER: It ought lo be-it ought 
to be in the report of the detectives. 

::VIr. PoLLOCK: What are you going to do 
about Slcmuan '? Are yru going to give an 
inquiry? 

Tho PREMIER: I think the motion put 
down by hon. members opposite will go out 
jn the sam0 way as our n1otion of want of 
confidence \vent out in th0 last Pa.rliarrj_ont. 
Hon. members opposite did not want it. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The Speaker told us that 
we had no right to discuc·.; it. 

The PRE::\1IER : If the Speaker tells you 
that you have a right to discuss it, I will 
not stand in the way. (Laughter.) 

J\fr. Por.LOCK: \Vhen it comes on you 
won't he here. (Laughter.) 

The l 0 REMIER: I do not want to be 
placed in a false position. If the hou. mem­
ber for Warrogo had got up "nd stated his 
case and appealed-! do not eay appealed­
but suggested, without dragging in all this 
about Sleeman's case in order to cover it 
up--

Mr. BEDrORD: I have done it a dozen 
time'. Your last reply to me is that you 
had nothing to add. I know something 
that he added. 

Th" PRE:MIER: I have told the hon. 
member why. I am going to w::tit, because 
the men who accepted thme shares are the 
ones I want to inquire about. 

2\Ir. POLLOCK : There i> only one man, and 
vou told me vou do not thiuk he will corn" 
back. Is that going to last for ever? 

Tho PREJ\IIER: No. I have let him 
know the inquiry is con1ing off, and given 
him the opportunity to come. 

:\Ir. I'OLLOCK: It is a coward!:· thing to 
Sl.V a lllan WOn't come back. f do not know 
o( anv r0>1son whv :VIr :VIcCormack is not 
gamo 'to come back · 

The PRE:V1IER: I hav·• a right to think; 
and I !mow what I would do if I were in 
his position. For a person \Vho gt.;ts up and 
poses as a lily-\vhite indiviclual--

Mr. BEDFORD: I have exhausted my 
patience vYith you. I have asked vou a 
dozen times, and :,~our last reply is " ~~thing 
to add." 

The PRE:\IIER : The hon. member brings 
in the Brennan and Slceruan case and the 
excerpts from the letter to the " Ag.c " with 
his comments th.,t something was omitted 
bee a use it was libellous, .,, s a' moans of try­
ing to " pJ.1t the dirt " into sorru~body else. 

::\Ir. BEmORD interjected. 

The PREMIER: It may be, hut I do not 
think it is n, very gcnet:ous ·thing to (lo. 

Mr. HAXLOX: If !:her•l is ground for an 
inquiry, why not ha YC an inquiry·: 

The PRE:VIIER: There "·ill be an inquirv · 
LJUt vve will have it vvhen it suits us. Th8r~ 
i~ no occa"ion for an inquiry no\v. I--Io\Y­
c·ver, I do not want to go on with that 
quc>tion. The hon. member has said that 
now the scand1lmongering has been dropped. 
Sumdalmongering has ncYcr been dropped. 
It was never going Oil. Tbe >:hole thing 
was that one of the people "·ha were engaged 
111 th~ Mungana 1n1nes business v, as being 
exammed m bankruptcy. 

Mr. BEDFORD interjected. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

The PREMIEH: Inquiries were made, and 
the sharr; registers in Sydney and here were 
iL,pected, and we discovered certain other 
things, and we followed those things up. 
Xothing in the Income Tax Dep1rtment was 
used-not one single thing. They had the 
ruining registers and the \Yrit that -was 
iP .. ued bv the Income Tax Commissioner 
against the company. All that information 
was available. 

li.Ir BRUOE: \Vhat about the Common­
wealth taxtttion inspector: 

The PREMIER: If the Commonwealth 
Con1n1ist.ioner of Taxes. likes to send 
inspectors to Queensland-as his department 
does timco out of number-what has that to 
do with me'! What happened in this House 
had nothing whatever to do with the Income 
Tax Depttl'i.ment. The whole of the infor­
rnation was got from tho share registers in 
Sydney and here, from the ··•·Tit list, and the 
registration particulars of the con1pan1es. 

Mr·. BRUCE : The income tax re;rulation 
yr,;as proclaimed to cover so1nething that the 
Treasurer did illegally. 

The PREMIER: It is all verv well for 
the hon. member to talk in thn.t" way, but 
tny opinion is that the Crown had no occa­
sion to proclaim that regulation, b~0aufle 
the Crown has an ,,bsolute prerogat:vc .to 
do \Yhat it likes. You cannot put any official 
-any public servant-abcJve the Crown. You 
cannot sav he hae the same right as the 
CrO\'m. I say that the Trert··urcr has the 
1·ight to go ·and find out what he likes. 
You cannot place a public servant m such 
a position that he is higher than the Grown 
oe the Minister, and the latter cannot inquire 
into what is done. 

::\ir. POLLOCK : There was uneasiness 
s1nongst businc.:;s men. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member is try­
in" to make out a little case for himself. 
II~ tried that before, a ne! it fell very flat. 
I know the sort of propaganda that hon. 
members on the other side u',c. They get 
somebody to go doVIn the street and say, 
"Your income tux return::l nre going to be 
lookc•d up." That is th sort of "whisper­
ing" that goe.; on; but it ha·, fallen very flat. 

J.tlr. BEDFORD: Your cows arc n1ore honest 
than your followers. 

The PREMIER: I am not talking about 
that. I am hiking about the propaganda 
that hon. memhers opposite took th oppor· 
tunitv to carr<T on. The hon. men1ber him­
self took the .,opportunit:· this afternoon to 
carry out some propaganda on very. broad 
lines. The point I want to make 1s that 
i·; is snggcstcd thai the lncome T>tx Depart­
ment was used for the purpose of getting 
information. That js absolutely \\T0~1g. 

At 5 p.m., 

The SPEAKER : The question is-
" That Reeolution 52 lJe agreed to." 

Those who arc of that oninion My " Aye" ; 
nn the contrary "No." I think the "A:.-cs" 
have it. 

Mr. COOPER (Brcmcr): I 
a point of order as to our 
these resolutions. 

to rais:~ 
to discuss 

The SPE) .. KER: Ihd the hon. member 
better not wait until I proceed to put tho 
other resolutions" 

'Under the proYisions of s, · ionnl Order; 
agreed to by the House on 22ud Augm/ 

Mr. Cooper,l 
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26th September, 4th October, and Standing 
Order No. 307, it is now my intention to 
put the remainder of the resolutions not 
already agreed to by the House. 

Mr. COOPER (lJremer) : I rise to a point 
of order, Mr. Speaker. I desire to draw 
your attention to some of the Sessional 
Orders and the Standing Order you ha vo 
quoted. Standing Order :t--:o. 307, in the 
seventh paragraph) says-

" At 10 o'clock p.m. on the last of the 
days allotted"-

By the Sessional Order proYiding that Friday 
should be made a sitting day, that time 
becomes 5 o'clock p.rn. 

[5 p.m.] 
" At 10 o'clock p.m. on the last of the 

dars a11otted, not being earlier than the 
seventeenth day." 

What I desire particularly to draw your 
attention to e,re those words " not being 
earlier than the seventeenth day." Accord­
ino- to the "Votes and Procf<>dings" of 
to:'day recording the business of yesterday, 
yesterday being a double day, it was 
the thirteenth and fourteenth " allotted " 
days for the consideration of the Estimates; 
so that there are still two days after to-rlay 
for the consideration of the Estimates. The 
question naturally arises as to what are the 
Estimates. 'l'he Estimates are the accounts 
presented annually to Parliament showing 
the probable means of expenditure of the 
several administrative clenartrncnts for the 
current year. I want to draw particular 
attention to the fact that the Estimates 
are prosentcJ to Parliament-not to the 
Committee of Supply, but to Parliament. 
After the,- are presented to Parliament. 
Parliament refers them to the Committee of 
Supply, and, so that Parliament may have 
an opport;mity of discussing the resolutions 
arrived at by the Committee of Supply, it 
provides that at least one day shall be given 
to the Hous0 for the consideration of those 
resolutions. ::\ot " onlv one dav." but " at 
least ono day.'' The Standing Order is very 
plain upon the question. It savs that cer­
tain things shall be done " not being earlim· 
than the seHntePnth allotted day." The 
CowmiUee of Supply finished on the four­
teenth " allotted " clay, and the Standing 
Order makes it clear that the House is 
entitled to a further three days. It makes 
it clear that c0rtain things cannot be clone 
until the seventeenth day. 

It mac\ be argued that certain things have 
transpired since which upset that Standing 
Order. but I contend that thev have not. 
In th-e first place, I should like to point 
out that the Standing Orders of this House 
follow very closely the Standing Orders of 
the House of Commons, and in ":Mav's Par­
liamentary I_)racticc," 13th (;clition, ftt page 
524, these words appeR.r: "(not being earlier 
than the twc;,;;.tieth of the allottE-d davs)," 
subsequently altered in our Standing Orders 
to "sevent0enth allotted dav." "11av" lays 
it down that it shall be '' not ear!i'er than 
ihe last allotted ,iay"; a.nd seventeen days 
a re allotted by our Standing Orders for the 
consi<hration of these Estimatc,J. It will 
possibly be contended that certain Sessional 
Orders cover file situation, but I contend 
that they do not_ The first Sessional Order 
to which I wish to refer is found on page 
28 of the " Journals " of the Legislative 
Assembly. Therein it sets out:' " On the 
day appointed for the reception of any 

[Mr. Cooper. 

resolution or resolutions reported from ... " 
-This is the point-'· Committees of Su['ply 
and Ways and Means." 

I contend that no resolutions have yet 
been received from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. The businc"-paper for to-day 
sets out that the ne,:;t Order of the Day 
is-" Ways and Mc:1ns; Opening of Com­
mittee." VV.,.e have not vet opened 
that Committee, consequently there can be 
no resolutions coming from the Committee 
of vVays and Means; and until that is done, 
I contend we are not in order in closing 
this discussion. It may be in order-for 
certain purposes-for the Premier, being 
the Leader of the House, to move a certain 
Appropriation Bill at a certain hour; but 
nothing can be done to stop the debate on 
these resolutions, bc~ause vvo haYe not yet 
n ached the point where yesterday's resolu­
tions apply. Yesterday's resolution as 
it appear3 jn the '' Votes and Prorecdings " 
is to this effect-

" It was ordered that the resolutions 
bo received to~morrow." 

The resolutions being "received to-morrow" 
does not make that a Standing Order, nor is 
it a Sessional Order. To quote the resolu­
tions passed on 24th October as a Sessional 
OrdC'r is wrong. 

::Yfr. PoLLOCK: Even if thev are rcceiv xl, 
they need not neccssaril3 be ~passed. 

::\1r. COOPER : On that Yery quPstion 
alone, if it is contend0d that the Sesoional 
Order agreed to on 4th October limits the 
d18cussion, then, secjng that the Con1n1ittt:t? 
of Supply has dealt wirh the Estimat<'>. I 
still contend that this House has eYor.v right 
to discuS3 the l'f'Olutions, and that discus­
sion cannot be burkod. 

Standing Order No. 307 provides-
" Not more than seventeen day,, shall 

he allotted for the consideration of the 
Estimates for the year and the Supple­
mentary Estimates for the previous year." 

I do not think that thP. rc;,olution pa-secl 
~,c.,,torday can be regarded as a Sc,ssional 
Order. It merely stated that these resolu­
tions should be received "to-morrow.'' Until 
we have the resolutions from Committee of 
Wavs and Means-and ,.e have none-the 
Sessional Order which I previously quoted 
for the reception of the resolutions cannot 
apply. I contend that we are at liberty to 
go on discu,sing these ruolutions as sub­
mitted to this House until the time allotted 
for the consideration of the Estimates is 
exhausted. 

Mr. POLLOCK !Grcgory): I would like 
to add to that--

The SPEAKER: Order! I have listened 
to what the hon. member for Bremer has 
harl to say in regard to Stanrling Order No. 
307. This is an important point, and one 
which we want to settle• satisfactorily. If 
there is anything that Standing Order No. 
307 is clear and definite upon, it is that six­
teen days shall be allotted for the considera­
tion of the Estimates m Committee of 
Supply. 

l\1r. COOPER: ::'\o. no, Sir; it does not say 
anything of the kind. Excuse me, it says, 
" Seventeen days shall be allotted." 

The SPEAKER: I c,aid that it provides 
that sixteen days shall be allotted for the 
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consideration of the Estimates in Committee 
of Supply, and one day in the House. for 
the consideration of the resolutiOns reccned 
from C'ommittee of Supply. 

GoVER">lE:-!r MBIBEHS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. POLLOCK: You won't find that in the 

Standing Orders. 
JI.Ir CoOPER: "Xot more than Beventeen 

days 'shall be allotted for the consideration. 
of· the Estimates for the year, and the Sup­
plementary Estimates for the previous ycrLr." 
There is no getting awa0 from that. 

The SPEAKER: The day provided by 
the Standing Orders for the consideration of 
the resolutions by the House shall be a day 
" not being earlier than the seventeenth 
da.y ; but--" 

:\fr. I'OLLOCK: This is earlier, 

The SPEAKER: \Ve are not on the seven­
teenth day. \Vhat I want to point out to the 
House is that Standing Order No. 307 is 
perfectly clear and definite about what is to 
be done when the debate has taken the vvhole 
of the " allotted " period, 

.Mr. CooPER: The whole of the allotted 
period has not yet been taken. 

The SPEAKER: That is so. What has 
the Standing Order got to sa) if the allotted 
period for the consideration of the Estimates 
has not been taken? It is silent. It has not 
one word to say on the point. 

:Yir. MAXWELL: Hear. hPar! The con­
sideration of the Estimates has been com­
pleted. 

::VIr. CooPER : \Ve are still on the Estimates. 

The SPEAKER: I say that the Standing 
Orders are absolutelv silent on the point. 
If the consideration of the Estimates finished 
in eight or ten days, what would be the 
position then? 

Mr. CooPER: But the Estimates are not 
yet finished. 

The SPEAKER: Let me finish, please. 
If the consideration of the Estimates in 
Committee of Supply finished in eight or 
ten days, do hon. members . argue that t'he 
remainder of the " allotted days " should 
be confined to the discussion of the resolu­
tions in the House? 

Mr. CooPER: I do contend that. 
Mr. Por.LOCK: J'\ot that they "shall," but 

that they '• may:' 

The SPEAKER: That cannot be so. 
Mr. PoLLOCK : Why? 

The SPE\KER: ='Jot unless this House 
agrees to it. 

GovEHX11EXT ::VlE:>rBEHS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. COOPER: No, Sir. 

The SPEAKER: The Standin~ Orders 
are absolutely silent a' to what ea;;' b:: done 
if a lesser period is taken than is allotted 
under Standing Order No. 307 for the con­
sideration of the Estimates in Committee of 
Supply. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: That is. because the point 
has never arjscn prcYiously. 

The SPEAKER: That is so. .As the hon. 
member for Gregory states, the point has 
never arisen previously, and no provision is 
made in Standing Order No. 307 for what 
shall happen in the event of such a posi­
tion arising. Then what are we to do? 
The Stand-ing Orders are silent; there 

IS no precedent to guide us; it is neces­
sary, therefore, to ·create a precedent. 
There was neYcr a time rYhen it was 
more necessary that comn1on sense should bo 
introduced int'o the interpretation of what is 
the right thing to do in connection with a 
Standing Order than the present. The StaPd­
ing Orders a"ist us to get over the difficulty 
in one direction. Standing; Order No, 307 
says that one day of the " allotted days " 
shall bi' devoted by the House to the recep­
i ion of resolutions from Committee of 
Supply. 

:\.1r. CoOPLR: It says one day at least. 

The SPEAKER: That is the onl. stipula­
tion in regard to the rocept"ion. of resolutions. 

:Mr. COOPEH: Isn't that dcfiuite enouflh? 

The SPEAKER : The Standing Orders are 
definite enough for Ine. 1\Iy ruling is that 
it is quite in order to act as I have done. I 
now propose to put the whole of the remain­
ing resolutions through under certain Ses­
sional Orders and undcr Standing Order No, 
307. .MY ruling is perfectly corre:ct, and is 
in agreement with Standing Order No. 307 . 
The hon. member stated that we have not 
yet received the resolutions. They were 
ha.nded in here this morning b, !he Chair-
man of Committees. " 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The resolutions f.rom the 
Committee of Supply were handed to you; 
but you have not yet received resolutions 
from the Committee of \V ays and Means. 

:\.lr. COOPER: That is what I said. 

The SPEAKER: We shall come to that a 
little later, after these resoiutions have been 
agreed to. 

Mr. POLLOCK: After we have exhausted 
the seventeen days. 

The SPEAKER: We shall not come to 
that stage until we have passed the whole of 
the resolutions reported from Committee 
of Supply, and I am going to put the 
remainder of those resolutions now. 

GO\"EHX11E;:,r MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. COOPER (Rremer) : Mr. Speaker, 
have you ruled? 

The SPE-AKER: Yes. 

Mr. COOPER: What was the ruling? 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 
:Y1r. STOPFORD (lllouut 3Iorgan): Mr. 

SporLkor--

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber cannot qpeak. I would like hon. members 
to make themselves acquainted with the 
Standing Orders. Standing Order 116 
reads--

" Upon a question of order being 
being raised, the member called to order 
shall resume his scat ; and after the ques­
tion of order has been stated to Mr. 
Speaker by the member rising· to the 
question of order, M-r. Speaker shall give 
his opinion thereon, but may first invite 
the opinion of tbe House." 

.Mr. POLLOCK : You would not let me do 
that the night you fired me out. 

::\1r. BEDFORD: That was some time ago. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Hon. members on the left 
do not eeem to like it, so I will read it 
again-

" U pan a question of order b<eing­
raised, the member called to order shall 

Hon. C. T.aylor.l 
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resume his seat; and after the question 
of order has been stat')d to Jl.ch. Speaker 
by the member rising to tho question_ of 
order, :\Ir. Speaker shall gtve hts op;mon 
there on; " 

which I haYe done­
" but. n1a~~ " 

not " shall"-
"first irlYito the opinion of the House." 

Mr. STOPFORD: You only CX[HP'scd your 
own op1n1on. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. COOPER (lfrcmcr): Mr. Speaker, I 
•rise to a point of order--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. COOPER: I again rise to a point of 
order--

The SPE,\KER: Order ! (Mr. Cooper 
resumed his seat.) 

11r. COOPER: I rise to a point of 
order--

The SPEAKER: Order ! C">Ir. Cooper 
resumed his seat.) 

Mr. COOPER: I nso to a point of 
order--

The SPEAKER: Order ! (Mr. Cooper 
again resumed his seat.) 

Mr. COOPER: I am quite justified in 
rising to a point of ord~e~r and in sitting down 
\Yhen the Speaker calls me to order. :\ir. 
Speaker--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. COOPER: I desire to give notice-­

The SPEAKER: Order ! If the hon. mem-
ber for Bremor continues to interrupt, I shall 
certainlv have to deal with him. I do not 
desire to do so. 

Mr. COOPER : I certainly do not wish to 
do anything wrong. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. COOPER: I am not disobeying your 
call to order. 

The SPK\KER: Order ! The question is­
" That resolution 52 be agreed to by the 

IIou::;:.e." 
Question put and passed. 

The SPEAKER: ThD question is-
" That resolutions 53 to 127, both inclu­

sive, be ag,recd to by the :House." 
And the voices having been given for 

"Aye" and "No"--

Mr. POLLOCK: DiYide. 

Queotion--" That resolutions b3 to 127, both 
inclusive, be agree1 to by the House "-put; 
and the House cltvtdcd :-

In diYision-

Mr. POLLOCK (Grcrwrv): Mr. Speaker, 
while the division is in progress, I desire to 
call your attention, being seated as the Stand­
ing Orders provide, to the fact that you 
have definitely ruled to-day and have quoted 
Standing Order 116 to the effect that a 
member who desi,res to raise a question of 
order shall first have that point of order 
~tated; then, after you have heard him, you 
shall give your decision. 1\Ir. Speaker, I 
dE,ire further to draw your attention to the 
fact that the hon. member for Bremer rose 
to a point of order, and that you committed 

[Hon. C. Taylor. 

a breach of the Standing Orders by not per­
mitting him to state his point- of order, in the 
same manner as you did with me on th~c 
night that you named me for ''xactly the 
sume thing. 

Interjections by Government members. 
Mr. PoLLOCK : The Speaker is here to 

protect the rights of the minority. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. STOPFORD: He is giving away the 
rights of the minority. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I withdraw. 

Mr. CooPF.ll: I rose to a point of order. 
I desire to give notice that your ruling be 
di,agrcod with. 

The SPEAKER : Ordor ! 
lYir. COOPER: I rose to give notice---

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem-
ber cannot dissent from my ruling. The 
hon. member can give notice. 

Mr. COOPER (rising): I tried t-o give notice. 

The SPEAKER: It is not necessary to 
stand up in your place to do that. 

AYES, 26. 
Mr. Atherton Mrs. Longman 

Barnes, W. H. l"fr. .Nlacgroarty 
Bell Maher 
Costello Maxwell 
Daniel l\1 c.c,rd 
Deacon Morgan 
Duffy Nimmo 
Fry Peterson 
Grimstone Russe!l, H. M. 
Hill Russell, W. A. 
Kelso Swayne 
Kerwin Ted1nan :D~. 

Mr. King Walker, J. E. 
Tellers: l\!r. Duffy and Mr. Fry. 

Mr. Barber 
Bedford 
Brassington 
Bruce 
Bulcock 
Conroy 
Cooper 
Foley 
Hanlon 

Mr. Hanson 
Hynes 
Pease 
Pollock 
Stop ford 
\Vellington 
Wil"on 
Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Barber and Mr. Win.tanley. 

AYES. 
Mr. Sizer 

Barnes, G. P. 
Kerr 
Warren 

PAIRS. 

Mr. 
NOES. 

Kirwan 
Smith 
Bow 
Collins 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

WAYS A=-"D Th1EA:\'S. 
REsu~rPTIOX oF Co:vniiTTEE. 

(.llr. Jiaxwell, Toou·ong, one of the panel of 
l'emporary Chairmen, in the chair.) 

Th" TREASURER (Hon. \V. H. Barnes, 
n·vnnllm): I bog to move-

" (a) That, towfLrds making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the vear 1929-1930, a further 
sum not exceeding £7,178.806 be granted 
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
of Queensland exclusive of the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Account. 
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" (b) Th.tt, towards making good the 
'Supply c;ranted to His :\1ajesty, for t.he 
service of the Y•car 1929-1930, a further 
sum not exceeding £3,741.663 be gr cnted 
from the Trust and Special Funds. 

" (r) That, tovvards making- good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
~onico of the year 1929-1930, a further 
gum not exceeding £1.755,507 be granted 
from the moneys standing to the credit of 
tho Loan Fund Account. 

'' (rl) That, towards making good the 
Suppl:- granted to His Majeety, for the 
senicc of the year 1928-1929, a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £145,637 lls. 
9d. be grant'd out of the Comolidated 
ReYenu0 Fund of Queensh nd exclusive 
of the moneys standin~· to the credit of 
the Loan Fund Account. 

" (c) That, towards makiug good the 
Supply graHtccl to His :Ylajesty, for the 
service of the .-car 1928-1929, a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £42,714 19s. 
Bel. be i;~·anted from the 'Trust and Special 
Fund;;: 

" (f) That, t.ow'ards rnakin~· good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the 
service of the year 1928-1929, a supple­
rnciLtary sun1 not exceeding £96.619 13s. 
6d. be gnmt,··l from the moneys standing 
to the credit of the Loan Fund Account. 

" (g) That. tov. arcls making good the 
Suppl~- granted to His :\laje;t_y. on 
accomtt, for the service of the vc u 1930-
1931, a sum not exceeding £2.000.000 be 
g-rant- cl out of the Consolidated Revenue 
B'und of Queensland exclu•i':c of tho 
mo!oe:·s stanclmg to the credit of the 
Loan Fund Account. 

" (h) That, towards making good the 
Supply grant 0 d to His Majc·sty, on 
account. for the service of the vear 1930-
1931, a sum not exceeding £900.000 be 
granted from the Trmt and Spcc.ial 
Funds. 

" (i) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
account. for the service of the vear 1930-
1931, a. sum not excce•1ing £600,000 be 
granhcl from the moneys standing to 
the c1·cdit of the Loan Fund Account." 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregorp): ~ow that we 
.ue in the Committee of 'N av,; end MPans, 
I would .i ust like to ask 'the Treawrer 
whether he has found anv wavs or means 
whereby the £2.000,000 or' which we heard 
so much during the election may be secured? 

Mr. CoOPER: \Vhat was it for? 

Mr. POLLOCK: For ihe 10,00Q jobs. 
(Laughter.) Perh"ps the Premier e:m give us 
the information. Before the election he said 
that thcrr \V er~ several v;a vs and rnoans of 
solving the nn-:mployecl que"<tion and of get­
ting money fo1· that purpose. I would just 
like to know whether those v:a vs oi which he 
told us at the time have proved the ways he 
thought the:<· were. 

The PuniiER: Several have. 

Mr. POLLOCK: They hnve? \Yell, we 
have not sc,_~n on the Estin1ates anv amounts. 
of money to provide these jobs: and I can 
only assume thctt, although the Premier may 
have found the vvays and means he spok0 
of to his own satisfaction, he will not be able 
to give very much satisfaction to the unem­
ployed, boca uw there is no provision for 
~ny jobs. Apparently the ways and means 

of <rc•ttin<r the monev have not been so easy 
as the P~en:iier would hav-e us believe. 

Question--That the resolutions be agreed 
to (llfr. Barnes's m.otion)-put and passed. 

The House rCc.umecl. 

The TEoiPORARY CHAIR~!AC< reported that 
the Committee had come to certain resolu­
tions. 

Re,umption of Committee mule au Order 
of the Day for Tuesday next. 

RECEPTION AND ADOPTIOX OF RE.SOLUTTOXS. 

On the motion of The THEASURER (Hon. 
\V. H. Barnes, 1Vynnum), the resolutions 
we-re rccei·<ed, and agreed to. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, :'\fo. 2. 
Fmsr R.EADJNG. 

<\ Bill founded on the resolutions reported 
fr;m th~ Committ<J'e of Ways and Means, 
"as introduced, and read a tint time. 

[5.30 p.m.] 

SECOND READING. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Trynnum): I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
time." 

Question put and passu!. 

:i\lonoN TO Go JNTO Co1niiTTEE. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
n·vnnum): l\11-. Speaker, I beg to move-

. " That vou do now leave the Chair, 
and the I-louse resolve itself into a Com­
mittee of the whole to consider the B1ll 
in detail." 

Mr. PE \SE (I-lerbert): I _desire to raise 
a very important matte_r wh1ch ! wa~ pre­
,·entecl from raising durmg the discussiOn of 
the resolutions from the Committee of Supply. 
Yestcrda~. the hou. member for Bremer 
quoted a' notice that had h.een posted. up at 
the lp·.wich railway worksnops referrmg_ to 
the Stat0 Government In:·urance Ofhce. 
Since then several other circulars have been 
issued, and we ran como to onl;y one con­
clusion-that the Government are out to 
settle the State Insurance Off1ce in Qu~ens­
land bv circulars. Quite a number of cucu­
la.rs luive been issued. I am sure hou. mem­
bers will be astounded to learn of the number 
ihat have been issued. I have only a few. 
\Ve do not know how many more there may 
be but we are alarmed at the attack on the 
St~te Insurance Office by tJ:e presen~ Go­
vernment. This circular, whtch was Issued 
from the Treasury, was forwarded to the 
heads of all departments-

" CIRCULAR TO HEADS OF ALL 
DEPARB1E::-!TS. 

" The Treasury, 
" 7th October, 1929. 

" Sir --I am directed h inform you 
that a 'req LIOst was made by representa­
tives of the Fire and Acci-dent Under­
writers' Association of Qrwen_;;lancl, who 
iuterviewed the Treasm·cr recently, that 
the practice .of exerting pressure_ on 
public se>evants to place thmr pnvate 
business with the State Government 
Insurance Office be discontinued. 

" The association has been advised 
that action will be tstken to remove any 

Mr. l'~ase.] 
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impression which may cxi"t that public 
servants are expected to place their pri­
vate business with the Sbtt' Government 
Insurance Office. and that tho Insurance 
Corr:missioner will discount-enance en-.­
attempt at unfair competition in thi~ 
respect. 

"It is requested that you will cause 
an intimation to the above effect to be 
convoyed to the officcn of your Depart­
ment and sub-departments. 

" Yours faithfully, 
' (Signed) J. H. SnKLEY. 

" U ndcr Secretary." 
Mr. HAHER: \Vhat is wrong with that? 

Mr. PEASE: What is wrong with it? 
That circular \Vas sent to "'-cry State depart­
ment in Queensland. and it was sent at the 
instigation of the Fire and Accident. Undcr­
wri1• rs' A"soci'1tion of Qucr'nsland. Thev 
realise that the present Gocernment are 
opposed to the State (#overnment Insurance 
Office and are m"rely continuing- that office 
because it reprc"ents £2,750,000 to the 
'l'reasurv. The Fire and Accident Under­
writers'~ Association of Queensland are 
determined to hamstring the State Office. 
Her" is a circular issued to the heads of 
evCJ"y department, and, if it means anything, 
it m<'an-; that an attempt is bein[J' made to 
do '' ~rnrtly what the Government say shonld 
not be don0. The Treasurer ga Ye us tr) 
understand 1hat pressure had been brought to 
bear U!<on the public servants in the past to 
give their businecs to the State Office. 

Mr. KELSO: Quite so. 

J\11-. PEASE: Here, to-da_v we have the 
TrC'nsurer bringing pr('''suro to bear on the 
public servants in order that they shall not 
giYe their business to the State Office. 

Mr. Knso: They can do as they like 
now. 

J\fr. ;\I I HER: 'I'hc pres·.w·e has been 
removed. 

Nil'. PEASE: Hon. members will not find 
lhaL the late Government issued anv similar 
circulat· to the· dcpa-rtnwatal heark The 
Premier, in reply to our leader th' other 
day. and with a great etir of indignation, 
said that he \vould not exert an"': nrcs.:::ure on 
pul,·lic senants; and at the s;n1e time he. 
claimed that in the past pressure had been 
exr ''tcd upon them. If this ic not pressure, 
I w ;~n;j; to know what it is. I want to place 
on record in " Hansard " the actions of the 
Goverument to let the people of Qm onsland 
know th•3 deliberate attempt that the Go­
vernment are n1aklng to sabot"lge the State 
Government Insm·an{''l Office. \Vc h~v~ 
another circular to prove our cas". I do 
not know how many circul::J.rs ·.ye ehal! find 
have ber·.l issued. 

The PRnUER: If yon he cl askcr1 for 
copies of the circular·-,., you \Yo:.tld haYe got 
t.beiil .. 

Mr. PEASE: We will ask for them in the 
fnture: bnt, if we do not rct ,-,iYe an: thing 
n:W.!'O than \vhen WO ack for infQrmation, \v·c 

shall not g-ot very much. Onlv the other 
day we asked the Pr2mier if 'ho had not 
receiv0d a letter fron1 Mr. Sl~~cn1an and 
notwithsta.ndi~g that he denied hrrving don~ 
FO. we now discover that ho did rccei ,-e one. 

The PREMIER: I received it four davs afto1· 
you asked me. ' 

Mr. PEASE: 'J'.hc following is an extract 
from an instruction rssued by the In"uranC'' 

[M1'. Pease. 

Com.Ynissioner to district. :inspcct.ors, agc~1t"f 
and officers of the field staff regarding insur­
ance business-

" It has been decided that, where 
hnsinc~s in whirh 1he Govcrnrncnt is on 1:y 
partly interested. such as Public Curator, 
a,rnbulances, shire councils, hospitaJ·c. 
sugar-mills. butter factories, schools of 
art, and other institutions snbsidisred by 
the GO\'ermnent, and :tll pools under thE> 
Primary Producers' Acts, was restricted 
to thP State Go\·ernn1ent InsnrancP 
Office by the Govornmcr~t, such restric­
tion is to be removed :md the business is 
I o be op, n for competition to <ell licensNl 
insurers and t.ho State Government 
Insurance Office." 

Mr. KELSO: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PEASE: Whmo demnnd is this 1 h 
it thf' demand of the peopl0 of Queensland? 
Ko! It is the demand of the Fire and Acci­
dent Underwriters' Aseociation of t;luecns­
hnd, who, as e'·crybocly knows, arc the 
people who provide funds for the other side. 
(Government laughtc·r.) The Pre'"'ier may 
laugh, hut he will laugh on V1e other side 
of his face when the people a.re given an 
opportunity of judging him on his actions. 
\'\hen tho hon. member for Bremer pointed 
out this matter vcstcrdav. hon. mcmben 
must have noted ho· .. · the Trca;urer 
attempted to sidetrack him. \Yhen we find 
that, in addition to sending those circulars. 
broadcast throughout Queemland, the Go­
vernrncnt are making every Under Secret·1ry 
circularise the officers o£ l1is d-9partrnC'nt, 
it is an instructio» to public sen ants that 
lhcv must not insure with the State Go· crn­
ment Insurance Office. (Government dissent.) 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
.t ul;igny): That is not so. I ris!" to a point 
of order. Is the hon. member for Herbert 
jn order in ::;aying that the Government 
issncd instructions to public servants that 
they must not insure with the State Govern­
ment Insurance Office, when no snch instruc­
tion was given. I demand a withdrawal of 
that. 

:'Ur. PEASE: You ca,n demand with­
drawal of what vou like. \Ve demand an 
inquiry into the "slceman business. 

The SPEAKEH: Order! What is the 
point of order of the Premier? 

The PREMIER : The Deputv Leader of 
the Opposition stated that a circular issued 
by the huds of departmJnts told members 
of the puhlic son-ice that they must not 
insure with the Sta.i'o Government Insurance 
Office. I say that is untrue. 

Mr. POJ.LOCK: You can deny it. 

Trw SPEAKl~R: Does the hon. member 
for H crbert accept the denial of the Pre­
mier? 

Mr. PEASE: I accept it; but here is the 
letter itself for the information of public 
servants. \Vhat else does it mem1? 

The PREMIER: It does not mean what you 
say it does. Read it properly. · 

Mr. PEASE: I have read it. You would 
not. understand it if I did. I v ill leave the 
matter for the pe,'ple of Queensland to judge 
for themselves. 

The 

Mr. 
stated 

SPEAKER: Order! 

PEASE : The Premier previously 
in his election speeches that his party 
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would not interfere with the Sbte Govern­
ment Insurance Office. 

The PRE:IiiER: And we "-ill not do so. 

Mr. PEASE : If this io not a nwthocl of 
hamstringing it. then 1 do not know what 
it is meanf for. Ju3t inw,gine the- rrrca­
Rurer circularing his ernplovoPs, und }1!'aC­
ticaJ!y telling tlkm th,,,- must not du a 
certain thing! What 1' ould they take £nm 
that? I would. ask the Treasurer. if, he 
thinks thnt anv Insnranf'e cotnpan:,· 111 rtHS­
tralia woTJld se'rid out suc.h a cil'cular as that. 
They decidcdl:· would not. 

Here i.:-: aLothcr \1,ay in which the G~vcrn­
rnent arc going to han1string. St~to u1s~r­
ance. vYh, did the Unden\ ntors AssOCia­
tion corno" to the Tre·asurt"'l' and ask hin1 
to do that; an,] why did he so casi]:, compl:­
with the rerme.t? If the Trodes Hall people 
had corn(~ t.O us and asked us for smn0thing. 
we would have heard a howl about it from 
hon. mL~~ 1bers oppositn; :rct, y;hcn these out­
"ide people come to them, thev have no 
hesitation in complying with the request 
they make. iYhat are the preecnt benefits 
from State in nuance? \Ye find that in con­
nection with life policies taken out by public 
servants the premiums are allowed to lw 
paid by twc•he month!;· in,,talmcnt• in th' 
shape of deductions fron1 tbeir rnonthl ', 
salarv. Here is a State imtitution which 
h,s licen instimted for the benefit of Queen,. 
lnnd, which allovvs fil',,urancc:, and insurar..ces 
to be dfectccl bv those on whom it confers 
a benefit. I-Icro" is a Govern1nent Insuranc; 
Departrncnt \Yhich, under a syrnpathctic Go­
vNnment. provided that the premiums on 
po1icies held by public SC!'vanh could be 
paid by twel.-e month!:;· ind t!ments, with 
no intnrest being charged. Private enter­
prise does not do that. I tah it that later 
on the Treasurer will prohabl,- "hobble" 
tbc provision that, 'vhcn a policy 1s t1-ken 
out on the ba'<is of prcmiun1s being paid 
monthly, the total premium thus charged 
is 12~ per c0nt. in exce~s of what thn 
premium 1vould be if paid annually in on 
lump sum. ~0''' I prcsum• that, if a State 
insuranru agent goes round r...,nvassing and 
points out to public servants the benefits to 
be derived from State insurance, the Trea­
surer will send him a circular, or see to it 
that he lo"'S his job. (Government die. sent.\ 
If the circular •ent bv the Insurance Com­
lnissioner n1cans anything. it certainly means 
that. (Government dissent.\ Hon. members 
opposite who know anything about l usiness 
>~ould see to it that no such circLtlar as that 
was sent out from their business. If it 
means anything, it is telling- the can,-assers 
in the State Government Insurance Office 
that they must not put forv;ard the benefits 
of State insurance to public scnants. 

In connection with workers' homos policies. 
·whf're applie tnts for worke1·,' homc.3 have 
policies under the indu,,tria! method ibsued 
by outside companic·s under which the pre­
mium is payable either week!:: or monthly, 
they pay a considerably much greater per­
centage than nnder an annual premium in 
a lump su1n. There arc instances where the 
department accepts such a polic.) by a><ign­
ment, and pays the ar1nual prominin in 
advance. Xotv,ithstanding this, the com­
panies refuse to make a reduction in the 
premium, but adhere to the original policy. 
Thus the companies not on!:· gain in the 
additional premiums, but r0ceive the 
advance total premium, and have the use 

1929-4 G 

of that income for the twelve months. With 
State insurance, however, the V\T orkers' 
Homes Departm0nt pays the annual pre­
miurn in advance, and r0coups itself from 
the applicant by monthly instalments. An 
applicant thus has the benefit of 12-!; per 
cent. reduction in premium rates, although 
he is still paying the amount invoh·ecl by 
monthlv imtalments. If the Treasure'r is 
going ~to continue his policy cf "ham­
stringing " State insurance, I take it that 
ho will see to it that this 12-} per cent. bf'nefit 
i'l withdrawn. (Government dissent.) The 
Premier ma;;· laugh; but. if he wore a State 
insurance can'\ J,:::c;-,,,c:>.r, and had br>en specially 
detailed to go through the public service 
of Queensland and point out the athantages 
of State insurance, and in the course of that 

ork he received a cil~cular of this dr,3crin-
tion, his heart \1 ould drop-- ~ 

The PREMIER: I would ha Ye enough intel­
ligence to understand it. 

J·Ir. PEASE: And he would say, "vVhat 
i,, the good of my work when I g-et a circular 
like thi,, ?" \Ye must realise that the in­
crea~cd business that would accrue would 
l,e of benefit to the State-the monev wouU 
be h<'re for the benefit of the ',;t,;te, and 
v, oulJ not be going outside the State. 

I \Yas astounded at the Treasarer getting 
un in defence of the allegation,; m.•de by 
the hon. member for Bron•cr, and pointing 
out that in the past preesure had been 
exerted. Hero "·e have him, through his 
re ,ponsihle official, deliberately telling- can­
Yassers for State insurance that they rnust. 
not canvass public servants. (Government 
clis,cnt.) The Treasurer will know from the 
Anclitor-General's report that the invest­
men•- from the State Government Insurance 
Office• in Governn1ent and local government 
sPeuriti"' at 30th ,June, 1929, amounted to 
£2,5-13,127. 

Mr. KELSO: \Yhat about the private 
insura nee corn panics? 

Mr. PEASE: I will give the hon. member 
somethirw about private companies. It has 
b, en ,tated that the State Government In­
sur.•ncc omc., is living on the profits m.ade 
from its monopoly of workers' compensatwn, 
anrl j, Hot doing the bu,iness it should in fire 
and lifP insurance, iVh,. did the Under­
writers'- Association come 'to the complaisant 
Trt 'lHf'r to get him to ""ha1nstring" the 
State Govtrnment Insurance Office? Be­
ea us<' vear by year, thanks to the benefits 
that State insurance ha C) given, the business 
has been gradually increasing. The 
preminm income of all departments in 1928 
was £1,026.085 and in 1929 it was £1,049,617. 
In everv department of the State Insurance 
Office the figures for last year are a record, 
e.nd that is ,, hat is going on. 

The hon. member for 'l'oornbul rays, "Giv" 
us something about private companies 1" ~n 
the debate Yesterday hon. members opposnn 
stated that the State Insurance Office hacl 
man:· advantages, and they stated that lllf'fl 

are put into the office who are not fit for 
their jobs. But we find that, in comparison 
with tho great private insurance companiPs, 
the State Insurance Office is showing bett. r 
returns and better methods of running the 
business than any other concern in Queens­
land. This is what is going on. 

Mr. H. M. RuSSELL: It wields the big 
stick. 

MT. Pease.] 
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Mr. PEASE: I appreciat·c the car:dour cf 
hon. members opposite, who tPll m. thev aro 
out to destroy the State Insurance Ofhce. 

Mr. Knso: You arc a twister. 

Mr. PEASE: iVhere i" the twisting. 
Mr. KELSO : The whole of vour stat0ment 

i· twisted. · 

Mr. PEASE : I do not want to twist it. 
It is here in black and whito for anvone to 
read- · 

"The ratio per cent. of : Expenses ' 
and ' Balances ' to pre111iuul incorne for 
State insurance (year 19281 is-(1) 26.3 
per cent.; (2) 30.4 per c<mt. · 

That is what we are sho,dng all the time. 
Ttw State Insurance Office. br cause of its 
many advantage~>} is able to keep its cxpcns('s 
account eo low that the public reap the 
benefit. The public get rhe whole benefit of 
that. It does not matter Yvhcilwr business 
people are insuring their busim"ses or the 
worker is insuring his home. Labour has 
always claimed to give the public of Queens­
land benefits that they could not get in anv 
other way. This table shows the State Insm:. 
ance Office expenses and balance as againsL 
those of Australian compa1cics~ 

THE RATIO PER CENT. OF " EXPENSES " AND 
'' ll.AL.ANCE " T.::> PREM!Ul\f INCOME FOR 
AUSTRALIAN CmlPANIES. 

' ' i Expenses. ! Balance. 

·-~~~-~~ 1-
State Insurance (year 1928) . ·I Pe~gc3nt.IIPe~g-~nt. 
Australian Companies-

In case of 11 such companies 1 36·9 3·7 
In case of 14 such companies 29·0 15·3 

New Zealand Companies- I 
In case of 4 such companies 39 ·6 8 0 

British & Foreign Companies- I 
In c.tse of 29 such companies 38·9 0 2 
In case of 29 such companies 45·6 3·2 

I want to emphasise these balances, for hon. 
members opposite say that the State Insur­
ance Office in the past has been a refuge for 
political deadbeats. 'fhat is rho statement 
made, and it appears in " Hansa.rd.'' I a111 
going to cn1phasise the balances agajn, 
because that is what count•·. \\'hat ('Ounts 
in any business is what is left after vour 
expenses are paid, and "·hat is ieft in iJ1~u;·­
an,·e is the most Yital of all, bcow'e, if 
your balance is good, you are able t'o reduce 
your rates in connection with fire insurance, 
and you are able to give greater beneiit· in 
connection with life assurance. The State 
Insurance Office is a co-opcratiYe concern for 
the benefit of the people of Queensland. If 
there is anv concern ·which the Governruent 
should presen·e in its entirctv and not: 
attempt to hamstring, it is the t\tatc Insur­
anct Officf\ ;,vhich is for the bt>n• f-lt o£ tll 
whole of the people of Queensland. EY.::;v­
one realises the benefits of life assurance. 
\Vido·ws and orphans are our rnaia concern. 

I am satis6ed that I have shov,n enough 
to prove that the Treasurer is trving to mis­
lead this House. "When the hon. 'member for 
Bren1er, fortunately, was able to gjve the 
House in~orma.tion as .to \vhat wus going on, 
the Prem1er trJed to 5Hlctrack him and said 
that, \V hen \Ye were. a Govern~ent, we 
exerted pressure, that 1t should not be: donf\, 
and that all that he was trying to do was to 
r move that p1·ec.sure. He did sav that one 
circular was issued. I do not ·know how 

[Jfr. Pease. 

1nany rnore have been issued; but we h·:yo 
cen able to trace three circulating throcJgh­

out all the Government workshops m Queens­
land, teiling the men in those shops that 
they do not want them to iHsure in the State 
Insurance Office. (Government interruption.} 
If it m-rans anything, what does it n1can? 
VVould the Treasurer, as head of the n Barnes. 
Booster Club," send a number of circulars to 
people working in Ba:rncs and Cc. 's business, 
:;;aying, ·' \V c do not exert vressure oH you to 
i.~uy your requircrnents fron1 us"? \Vhat is. 
the "Barncs Booster Club,. for? Just to 
make Barnes and Co. a good concern. Yet, 
when it comes to the Stat•" Ir.uranre OffiC'e, 
which belongs to the people of Queensland-· 
one of the finest benefits which has ever b,.-,n 
conferred on the public of Quoen·land-the 
Treasurer tells th<' people, '' \Ye do n·Jt want; 
YOU to have State insuranc-'." (Governrnent 
lntcrjcctions.) I am not a child; I Jntvc been 
in business. Do hon. men1bers op}1o,,itc mean 
to tell me that the " Barne3 Booster Club " 
;;,ou.Id send out a circular such as \Vas sent 
out here? I appeal to the Treasurer to put 
the " Barnes Booster Club " in the position 
of the State Insurance Office'. The object of 
the ·' Barnc~ Booster Club " i0 to mah.JJ 
Tiarn0s and Co. a good, liYe concern. That 
is a laudable object, and it shGuld be the> 
0 1Jjcct of all business men. I rcrogni:;;e tbe­
Treasun?'r's business cnpacity in Jo~ng that. 
But what is he doing in connection witit lhe 
State Insurancu Office? Like a circula;· caw, 
he is sending these cirn!lars out to destroy it. 

Mr. KELSO: Don't be ridiculous. 

Mr. PEASE: Don't be ridiculous your:,clf. 
If the hon. member was an ,,gent of the State 
Insuranee Office, and he receiYed a circu) 'r 
from his chief tolling him he was not to exert 
pres,ure on the public son·ant.>, what would 
ho take it to 111ean? I lea,~r· the rrrcasurer 
to be judged by his busincq associations. I 
am satisfied that the "Barncs Booster Club., 
would not live a day if the hon. gentk•man 
exercised such methods as he is doing- now. 
I say deliberately that this is an effort to 
destrov the State Insurance Office. It :s a 
viciou; attempt. It is a. Lad thing for tha 
people of Queensland, who will know how 
to ans\ver Vfhen the tin1e con1e::1. 

The TREASDREH (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
H'ynnum): Usually in connection with 
debates here private matters are left out. I 
want to say straight away in regard to tho 
last reference to the " Barncs Booster Club" 
that. if the·re is such a thing. they have to 
C'OITI!'ete with people outflid('. All we ask i . .:; 
that a11V Government office should be pre­
)>ared to compete 'vith people outside. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The TREASUHER: The Dc•puty Leader 
of the Opposition gets up and ::: .ys that 
no 1n·essure as brought to bc··u on the 
State Insurance Office. Vv ... hPn the Insnrance 
Commissioner was in the iobb·: of this House 
last night, he distinctly '·'lid that instructiom 
were is'l>ed by the late Government that the 
office was to get from public servants an 
assurance that thev \vould in·ure with the 
State Insurance Office. T ask what pressure 
was broug-ht to bear in 1912, dnring the 
general strike, when the communitv was half­
~tarving, when n1cn supporting thf' pa,r1y 
opposite said that poor unfortunate wmncn 
could not even got a loaf of bread unless thee· 
got an order from the Tradc•s V all. 

The part:· opposite have been associated 
continually with people who have gone to 
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extrcrnes in victin1isation and tried to h.un­
per and block all that others have endea­
voured io do for the goocl of the community. 
The position is that the Gow rnment realise 
that, whi:sc the State Insurance Off1ce is " 
'aluablc asset, there are other offices which 
Were utiblishod here long before the State 
Ir.~,uranco Office ·vi--·as set up. \Vill anyo110 
deny that': Will anyone deny that they 
haYe helped vc•ry largely to build up this 
f:\tate? Have not comnanic, like the Aus­
tralian Mutual Provide;}! Society and other 
old-established insurance companies been 
part and prLrcel of the busincos life of this 
great State' I said last night, and I repeat 
lWW, that sorne of those cornpanLc.::; are 
largely assisting us at tho pres.rnt time by 
finding money to tide us over the difficult 
period through which we arc pac•;ing. Can 
anyone say that is not true' 

Mr. PoLLOCK: If you had had a State 
Inwrance Office sears. ago, it would LaYe 
found all the money you want to-day. 

The 'l'RRASL:RER: The hon. mcmh •r is 
the charnpion interjector in tlnB I-Iousc, and 
very often his interjections are n1ost s.en~e­
kss. If we dicl nof ha vo a tit a to IEsurancc 
Office. years ag·o, we had companies which 
have boon part and parcel of the business-life 
o£ this State, and which have contrilmted 
1 awards the rna.intcnancc and deYelopn1ellli 
cl the State. Do thev run their offices with­
out employing people·~ liave they no 
agents? Have they not spent money in 
buildings? If we look around, we must 
all agree that a great deal of their money 
has been spent in these directions. 

Mr. PEASE: They did nothing for the 
people until the State Insurance Office came 
along. 

The TREASURER: Certainly they have 
b··~n here to make a success of their busines, ; 
and one of the things that has hurt us so 
much in Queensland is that the Government 
of hon. members opposite embarked on 
undertakings which were failures, and which 
have left this State impoverished in many 
directions. I say here to-night that we are 
out to help private enterprise so long as it ;s 
legitimately carried out. I say that we· 
should do so, and we will do so. I repeat 
ihat in the past for many years such com­
panies as I have mentioned have contributed 
largely to the things that have been essential 
to Quee.nsland's progress. 

The Deputy Leader oi the Opposition has 
spoken about certain things which he says 
have not been fairiy represented. Why, the 
hon. member himself is the champion 
" twister " of the House. The hon. member 
for Herbert spoke about Barnes and Com­
pany--

Mr. PEASE: I gave you a good "boost." 
[7 p.m.] 

The TREASURER: If the State Govern­
ment Insurance Office is as good as hon. 
members opposite suggest-and the state­
ments have not been contested by this side­
then surely comnetition stimulates everybody. 
Has this office no advantages' What othn 
insurance office can effect ·workers' compen­
ution insurance? This office has a monopoly 

in that regard. E:verv person liable to pay 
then surely competition stimulates cverybocl:;·. 
State Governmc:~t Insurance Office. Surch 
that is a distinct advantage ! I am not hee"e 
to-night to speak <'gainst our own office. 
The Government ha:ve received money, and 

<'xpcct still to receive money from this office. 
We ha Ye a right to expect that; but I clo 
"'V that the Government Imurancc Office 
ohould be able to compete with the other 
office,. \Yhat has happened in the past in 
connection with certain departments con­
trolled by the late Government? Those con­
trolling the department went to other 
department<, and ihe other departmenh were 
permitt. d to fix their own prices without 
any competition whatever. It was not in the 
interests of public business that th ,t should 
be ,o. Should not the State Office be1 uble1 
to compete when lt enjoys all these ad ,-an­
tagc:s? 

Mr. PEASE: You are handicapping it 'er:, 
badly. 

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman, 
I am sorry to say-as I shall prove later­
has lived absolutelv up to his reputatiou--

l\1r. PEASE: That is why I am here. 

The TREASURER: Yes; I am wrrv that 
that is why he is there. He quoted only part 
of some of the letters that he purported to 
read. 

Mr. PEM,E: I quoted all of them. 
Mr. POLLOCK : What about the Secret, ry 

for Nline:t-? 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
for Herbert quoted only part of come of 
those letters. 

::\1r. PEASE: Which one? 

The TREAS'CRER: He has lived up to 
his repntation. He has justified it to-night. 

Mr. PEASE: I quoted eventhing down to 
the last line. 

0 

The TREASL:RER: I am going to quote 
something that the hon. gentleman did not 
read. Competition is the soul of trade, and 
my opinioil is that this office will be inspired 
by competition, and will seek to do bettc1· 
and better. I am amazed at the remarks 
of the hon. member for Hcrbert when he 
knows that some of the busines,es conducted 
by the late Gm·ernment were conducted at 
a tremendous loss to the State. 

Mr. PEASE: That has nothing to do v;ith 
the State Insurance Office. 

The TREASURER: Have you ever 
noticed how hon. members opposite cuddle 
t:'vcrything that seems nice, but say, "Please 
wipe out that which is nasty ! Forget it ! 
Put something over it! Score it out !"-just 
a' they wanted to wipe out a na~ty littl" 
thing yesterday which I produced showing 
'.':hat their supporters did in 1912. 

::\lr. PEASE: That won't get you out of it. 

The TREASUHER: They are asking ihat 
we should have nothing to do with the 
unpleasant things. Even the Leader of the 
Opposition, when speaking last night, said 
that the system of workers' dwellings was a 
wry excellent thing; but turn up the 
columns of " Hansard," and you will find 
that that svstem was condemned in the 
rounclest possible way by the Labour Party 
when it Wb introduced by this parts. 

:Mr. POLLOCK: Didn't you withdraw tho 
Bill? 

The TREASURER: Ko. The hon. mem­
ber is trying to rake up something entirely 
incorrect. l\1r. Hawthorn introduced tho 
Bill. 

j\fr. WrNSTAXLEY: Ho withdrew it. 

Hon. lV. 11. Barncs.] 



1236 Appropriation Bill, No. 2. [ASSEMBLY.] Appropriation Bill, No. 2. 

The TREASURER: I did not withdraw 
it. 

I\fr. POLLOCK: You were a party to its 
\Yithdra\val. 

The 'l'REAS"CRER: Quite a number of 
the Lab0ur Party then citting in opposition, 
includiLg ~·lr. Lesina and the preoent Deputy 
Governor. condemned the vYorkers' Dwell­
ings Bill. for all they were \VOrth, saying it 
Y'<IS urisnitable for the needs of Queensland. 
Surely tht"' Statf) Government Insurance 
Office will continue to exist ! 

1\Ir. PEA·£: I don't know. I am afraid. 

The TRE~-\ST;UER: The Deputy Leader 
of the Oppos~tion is trying to make it appear 
to the pubhc that the State Government 
Insurance Office is ··nch a sickl,v thing that it 
cannot compete \Yith other p·.:ov1e engaged 
in si1nilar bu,>incssJ and who arc in cDrnpcti­
tion with it. The hon. member's idea of it 
is that the State Insurance Office mu>t go 
under. That is the logical deduction to be 
drawn from his argument. 

1\llr. Pr\S£: You are han;~tringing it. 

The TREAS.CHER: Mr. Speaker, have 
vou notirccl tho side jo,sucs raised by the hon. 
incnl1)(~l'? If I \Y<'rc asked to r_,arnC the hon. 
member who could tell a storv which did 
not como into line with fuels: I think I 
should give the hori. member the cake every 
time. He would come out No. 1 every t1me. 

2\Ir. PEASE: He hns to g·o before more 
intdlicmt electors than you. 

The TREAST7RER: \Ye 6iull alt•.m the 
hon member to ~hink that. :-oom•etimcs we 
at this end feel that t:1e hc·n. memL.er's elec­
tors fail to realise the chess of iT,dividual­
cf coursP, a good class-that they bave in 
tbe hon. member; but socH.e time or other 
the' will wal<e up to iL 

1'rr. PEASE: You are livi11g- up to jOur 
reputation. 

The TREAS"CRER: I said that the hon. 
member only read a part of the !etter. . I 
in:·<end ne. .v to read a further portwn of 1t. 
The l)nclcr Secretary is not rc·spon"ible for 
these letten other than to frame thPm at the 
dictation of his 2\'linister, who accepts the 
responsibility of them. 

JY1r. PoLLOCK : :;\lore shame to you ! 
Mr. DRUCE: \Ye know you did it. 
Mr. liYCiES: At tho dictation of the primtc 

insurance co1npanies. 

The TREAS"CRER: The hon. member for 
Grogory sometimes forgets the law obtaining 
in this Assembl.Y, more espcnially when he 
sa} s, " l\1ore shan1e to you! " I an1 out to 
help to develop this great State, and I am 
out to see ihat private enterprise, if legiti­
mately conducted, shall have the nght to 
compete fm business. There is nothing 
unfair in that. Let me read to the House 
that portion of the letter which the hon. 
member for Herbert read-

" Sir,-I arn directed to inforn1 you 
that a request was made by representa­
tives of the Fire and Accident Under­
vvriters' A<;:sociation of Queensland, \vl1o 
interviewed the Treasurer recently, that 
business in which the GovermnAnt is 
only partly .interestt::'d, such as Public 
Curator, ambulances, shire councils, 
hospitals, sugar-mills, butter factories, 
schools of art, and other institutions sub­
sidised by the Government, all Govern­
ment pools undor Primary Producers' 

f 11 on. TV. II. Barnes. 

Act, workers' dwellings, workers' 
homes, State Advances Corporation, 
should be opened for competition to all 
iicense.c1 insurers as \voll as tho Insur­
ance Commissioner.'' 

That is the part of the letter that the hon. 
member read, and I uow propose to read the 
part that he did not read. 

Mr. PEASE: Perhaps I did not get that 
part. 

The TREAS"CEER: Do you notice, Mr. 
Speaker, how the hon. member slips now'! 
One of the duties of a member of this 
House--

Mr. MAXWELL: Is for him to tell the truth. 

The TREASURER: Is that he shall not 
read part of a letter and omit to read the 
whole of ;t, 

Mr. BRUCE: Tell that to the Secretary for 
Mines. 

The TREASURER.: Did !ton. members 
notice a little while ago that the hon. mem­
ber for Herbert said that he had read the 
whole of the letter? 

Mr. PEASE: I said that I had read iho 
whole of :Wr. Stanley's letter. 

The TREASURER: This is the part of 
the letter that he did not read-

" The associ.:ttion has been advised 
that any existing instructions which 
rutrict msurance of the abovomentioned 
uature to the State Government Insur­
ance Office will be removed, but that 
this cannot be .done with respect to the 
existing practice in connection with 
workers' dwellings, workers' homes, and 
AgricuJ tural Bank, nor can any altera­
tion be made in cases where insurance 
with the State Government Insurance 
Office is provided for by statute." 

:\1r. PEASE: Ho cannot do that. 

The TRRAS"CRER: In the course of an 
hour and a-half-and we adjourned an hour 
for dinner-the hon. member ho; to '-dmit 
that he said something, and afterwards said 
that he did not say it. 

:\Ir. PEASE: I admit candidly that I ro ad 
all I got. 

Tho TEKAST;HER: lf the hon. member 
had applied to me, I would have seen thut 
he was supplied with copies of these letters. 
If the hon. member quotes public letters, he 
should make sure that thcv are not cut short 
just et! the point where 'they cc·aso ro mit 
his purpose. That is the attitude and eh,, r­
acter of the hon. member. who has the 
honour of being Deputy Leader of the Oppo­
sition. Deputy Leader of the Opposition ! 
That is the character of the gentleman who 
will come to this House and, before a num­
ber of hon. gentlemen, will just read a por­
tion of a letter and then say that he onl0-
got that portion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
And suppress the truth. 

The TREASURER: I can quite imagine 
that, if the letter was read over to the hon. 
member, he said, " Stop there! Don't read 
any more!" when the reader was about to 
get on to the part that the hon. gentleman 
did not wish to quote. 

Mr. PE\SE: I am going to do what you 
sugge~t, and get you to give me copies of 
those letters. Then I will read every part 
of them. 
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The TREASURER: Mr. Speaker, do you 
realise how dangerous that would be in the 
case of someone who at some distant date 
might only read a portion of the letter that 
was given to him? Ko! I must 'vithdra·,v 
that offer. I could not do it. \Yhen copies 
of 0tters are asked for, I shall haxe to judg• 
the person b:v his previous actiou. before 
allowing the copies to be ·Upplicd to him. 

Mr. COOPER (lircrncr): I want to put a 
grievance before thQ Sccr(-tarv for Railcxays. 
:'>low that the Committee of \Vays and 1\Ieans 
has agreed to the appropriation of a certain 
amount of loan money, I a••k the hon. g·entle­
rnan to give consideration to the placing on 
five days per week of a nnrr1bor of rnen at 
the Ipswich railwav workshops who are at 
present working only four days per week, 
and that that bP done at lea·t for the balance 
of this year. I make that request on the 
ground that for some considerable time these 
men have been losing one day's work pcr 
\Vt-ek, and that on a proviou-, occaBion whrn 
they were similarly affc--ct~d they wore given 
full employment some considerable time 
before Christmas in order that they might 
make up some of the lcewav the; had lost 
during the previous months. 'If th'e l\1inister 
will grant the men at the Ipswich railway 
workshops full time up to the Christmas 
recess they will only get n bout six da)7 :5' 

extra work between now and Christmas. 
Taking the a vcra.!!;e wa~o received at £1 per 
day-it would not be so high as that-the 
extra weekly expenditure would not exceed 
£600. I b·~liove that the Estimates of the 
Minister show that he cannot provide full 
time for the whole of these men for the 
remainder of the financial vear · so that 
,after Christmas they are faced with another 
six months of four days' work per week. I 
ask the MinistE~r to give son1e considcnniou 
to this request, because, apart from tho fact 
that they have a very desperate time ahead 
of them, the granting of full time from now 
till Christmas would Cl!.ahlc them to make 
"omc arrangernPuts for the fP~tivc RPa on. I 
Hm satisfi~d thay. in addition to gi.ving the 
~ncn. :1 fuL. "\veck s \Vork for five or >IX Wt}t'ks, 
1t -,vill cr~a.te an an1ount of good·will arnongst 
the men m the workshops that will "·ell 
repa: th('. department .. J\"othing pa; s 'o well 
a,, goodw1ll, and nothing crr<ttes goodwj}l so 
fast as does go?d trcatnHJnt; and, if the 
Secretary for Railways can see his wa' clear 
to grant this to those men who ha;c suf. 
fered .considerably during the whole of this 
finanCJ~l year, I. belieYe he will be doing 
sornethmg for wl11ch he will earn tho thanko 
and qcneral appreciation of the men through· 
out tno workshops. 

It is not going to cost very mnch. 'The 
money has been V<)ted, and i: am satisiied 
the work is there to rlo. ~b the hon. !!entle· 
man knows. there is urgent work to do. 
Because of th_e rain', ho is fa-cod now with 
.a hcaYrer Chn~bYHLS i raffic. rrhere are nunl­
bers _of carri~g''' that can well be put into 
rurmmg repau· to cope with the Christmas 
tr~.ffic. ln doing t,hat. the hon. gentleman 
vvrll be d01ng something to reliev0 the rail­
way syste1n, and at th0 san1o time brine,. to 
the workers in the Ip~wich ,~, orkshop~ a 
rlcgree of contentment that doee not exist 
there nov7. I hope the :Minister will ''ive 
favourable consideration to the request ~hat 
full tnne be g-ranted to the men in the 
Ipswich workshops and to other men throug.h· 
out the State-there arc not vcr~ many of 
them-who have been on ~hort time for a 
considerable period. 

Mr. STOPFORD (.1Iaunt Jlorr;rn): 
Throughout the deb<tte there h"'Ye beO'l stnte 
ments by tho Premier and bv different 
Ministers that Labour candidates. r,t the last 
election Jnisreprf"S€:'""1tcd ihcir intcn1 ions, n,nd 
that we fought the election on the cry th1t 
a change of Goycrnment ~.vould L,can n reduc­
tion of v. ages. We be sed our c!a.im on the 
utterance; of hon. membf•rs opposite whfln 
they wcr0 on this sid1; o[ ihc IIou.,l)_ Th-: 
electorate adjacent to rninc ~f-~')rn: to b~ th0 
first to be sing·led out for a reduction of 
''rages. In to-night's " Standard " there 
appears a rmragr~ph, and I '.ron!d like the 
Secretar:: for Public La.nds or the Premier 
to reph io it. It reads-

,, Rockhampton. Fri·dav. 
" The Rockhampton branch of .the 

A.vV.l.'. is taking up the ccse of their 
members employed by the State Govern· 
n10nt ,-,-ho have had t.hcir \vac-<'s redu~ed 
by 13s. per week. A number of windmill 
eredors haYe been employed et Biloeltt 
by the Lands Dep<ntm0'1t. which was 
recently taken over from the Irrigation 
Department. Their \\ agc-s were £6 per 
week, but now they ha Ye been redud,d to 
£5 7s. It is pointed out that the men 
wore by no me<:tns oYerpn,ld, even at £6 
per '' eek, con;;idering the highly tcchnic"l 
character of their work. The reduction 
is, therefore, oppressive, and is felt to be 
a distinct breach of fd.ith. in view· of the 
repeated statement made dLn·ing the 
recent State election that there would be 
no reduction of wages." 

:\Ir. FRY: Are they working a short week? 

1\Ir. STOPFORD: T.hev are working no 
short week. but th,~rc has' been a change of 
administration. 

:\fr. FRY: Has there been a new award? 

Mr. STOPFIJRD: There has been no nr-w 
a'vard. Those men are working as riggers­
a highly dangerous and technical work. vYe 
have passed the Estim'Ltos on the understand­
ing that the wages operating in the Sta.tc 
to-day will continue unless altered by some 
tribunal. At the earli"st opportunity the 
Government have taken a very definite 
method of reducing wages. From my experi· 
ence in industrial matters I believe that 
wages in anv industrY are like water. 
'Cnloss vou ca'n lift the. man on the lowest 
\\age uP to the standard, you eventuall) drag 
them all down. Vl'hen the Government with­
out the consent of Parliament abolish~d the 
rural v,orkers' aw.trd, they look the fir,t step 
towards what I believe to be an orga-nised 
step to reduce war;-es. In to-day's paper we 
have a declaration that the New Sonth \Yalcs 
Board of Trade has reduced th<l ba. ic wagE' 
by 12s. 6cl. per week. The other night in 
J\1a.n·bomugh the Premier and the SE,cretan­
for Raihrays publiely stated that the Govern· 
n1ent had no intention of reducing the wages 
of tl.c workers of this State. 

I \Yant some explanation as to whY the­
'rages on this partrcular job have" been 
rcclucecl. The workers realise that, if it 
un b<' done to a handful of men at Biloela, 
then it cm1 be done to e\·erv worker em­
ployed l;v the Government. Of course, we 
rrmst realise that the shortening of the days 
of labour is an effective reduction of wages. 
If you reduce a man to a wage of £3 5s. 
11er week. you not only hurt that man but 
rou hurt evcrv business man in the corn· 
; ·unit:;· and lessen the purchasing power of 
the man. If the Govornrnent lessen the 

111r. Stopford.] 
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purcha~ing po1vcr of thes:e men, how are 
thev to fulfil their election pledges that 
thr"; will create 0mployment and not cause 
unemployment? The practical effect <_Jf an: 
reduction of warres of even a section of 
workers must be ~that it will be followed in 
th" trading and business community by a 
corresponding reduction of costs, which can 
·only be brought about by the lessening of 
the number of hands they employ. 

I have brought this matter up to-night, 
because tho Australian Workers' Union 
resist what people regard as the thin end 
of the wedge in wage reduction in Queens­
land. If the Australian Workers' Union sat 
down and Nlmlv submitted to that, it would 
bo the most e'ffective argument to bring 
forward before the Board of Trade to ask 
fm a reduction of wages afterwards. I have 
no desire to bbour the point-no doubt the 
Premier may be able to gi,·e come 
explanation. 

The PRE>IIER : Are thev being paid less 
than the award rate? ' 

Mr. STOPFORD: I ha Ye no more infor­
mation than is contained in the paper I 
have auotcd from. ),J! I know is that, while 
thf'c ·nwn \Ye re under the control of the 
Irrigation and \Vater Supply Commission. 
their pay \Vas £6 per week. It has now 
been redu0cd, and the Australian \Vorkers' 
Ur1lon, according to the correspondence fro!n 
Rockhampton, understands that they have 
~uffcrcd a rcdnction of 13s. per week. The 
Premier might investigate the matter and 
reply later on. 

I also desire to ask the Premier for some 
information in regard to the commissions 
operating in Queensland to-day. We have 
heard it stated that it has been a device of 
the Federal Government, in order to a void 
responsibilit,,·. to appoint Royal Commis­
sions to investigate matters requiring atten· 
tion. Commissions appointed by the Federal 
GovernmPnt have cost Australia £600,000. 
'The late Government appointed the Mining 
Commission from which I thought we 
would have had a report in two or three 
months. 

The PREMIER: You could not have ex­
JXcted that, because thev haYe to go to 
America. Thev were alf ad,·iscd by ~lr. 
McCormack to· go. 

Mr. STOPFORD: That \Yas one of the 
mutters I was going to c~sk about. Why 
have the members of the Commission had 
to go to America and South Africa if there 
was no mu-ch urgency in the matter? I 
-believe they arc now going down to Tas­
mania. They can learn nothing in TRsmania 
about the mining conditions in Queens. 
land. I know prctt:v well as a miner what 
the Commission- will advise. Whv was the 
Racing Commission appointed? :6..s I said 
last night, thcv have not been fortunate 
enough to be able to see the Melbourne Cup 
this year; but they are hoping they will 
be able to go next year. The Treasurer 
admits that he knows nothing about racing. 

The TREARcRER: Didn't you tell them ycs­
terdav that you "anted th01n to go to 
Rockhampton? 

Mr. S'I'OPFORD : I did. That is whv 
I am rising in my place to-night. I wan'r 
to know whv they are not going to Ro('k­
bampton. J\'ot even the judge appointed 
as chairm_an of the !lacing Commiosion has 
any racmg expenence-not even Mr. 
McCarthy, who represents the Government. 

[Mr. Stopford. 

Xo doubt he rnight be able to get in more 
revenue for the Tl'easurer. Mr. Cadell 
Garrick mav know something about racing. 
Anyhow, I' want the Premier to tell me 
to-night exactly what feos all these gentle­
nlen arc getting. 

The PREMIER: I do not know. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Does the hon. gentle· 
man mean to tell me that he appointed a 
commission and does not know its expendi­
ture? 

The PRE~IIER: You did not know eyery­
thing about the Mining Commission. 

Mr. STOPFORD: The Mining Commission 
had definite fees laid down. What po·,ver 
has the Racing Commission got? The Go· 
Yernment appointed Mr. McGill, chairman of 
the Nationalist political organisation, to 
represent the Government without any 
restriction at all. The Racing Commission 
is becoming a farce. Everyone is wondorin_g 
how long Mr. McGill is going· to string it 
out. Does the hon. gentleman mean to tell 
me that the commission can delay presenting 
its report as long as it likes, and that no 
definite time has been stated for its nresenta-
tion? · 

A GovERJOtENT MEMBER: You wanted them 
to go to Rockhampton. 

M-r. STOPFORD : That would only hk0 a 
few days, because it is onl:v wanted there. to 
adjust what is really a !oral quarrel, which 
wiil never be adjusted until a proper inquiry 
is made on the spot. I thi]lk the time lnc 
come when the Government woke up to the 
fact the"t we have a Mining Commission and 
a Racing Con1mission, and that we are going 
to haYe a Mungana commi~sion, a Mount Isa 
commls,,don, a hospital con1n1ission, a redis­
tribution commission, and a raihvay investi­
g-ation commission-all in about five months. 
That is not too bad. Is that the Govern­
ment's idea of sohing the unemnloyed ques­
tion? Thev have more commissions than 
thev han' found iobs for men otherwise in 
five- months. Whim you a'k what they are 
g;oing to do about the unemnloved, they sav, 
'' \Vo have only been here for five months." 

J\'ow I have a suggestion to make. \Vhy 
not get Nf·r. Vockler as a racing cmnmissloner 
imn•ad of a judge who knows nothin!! a~out 
racing anrl these other gentlemen? He IS a 
stud<>nt of racing. The hon. member for 
Kelvin Grove is connected with racing;. but hP 
cannot tell you who Pas won until the horse 
has passed the nost. EYen then he somet.im<>s 
makes a mistake. (Laurrhter.) Mr. Vorkler 
will tell vou the dav before. (Lauc;ht<>r.) I 
think th0 Raring- Commission is developing 
into a farce. It mav be interesting in a 
sporting wav. What I think thf' Government 
\Yant is to get. C<>rtain information rega·rding 
the ownershin of racehorses and the dat< s 
allowed for racing. 

The PRE1tiER: Do vou want proprietarv 
racing to be abolished? 

Mr. STOPFORD: We find that the leg-a.\ 
fraternit.y reallv have con~rol of the Racing 
Commission. The Government have handed 
over to Mr. McGill the right to cross-examine 
all witn-esses. and a man like Mr. Burke has 
been in the box for three da:vs. 

A GOVERN)IENT ME~TBER: The matter is ,ub 
judirP. 

Mr. STOPFORD: It is not sub judice; 
but eYen if it is, this is the time for me to 
state my objection, if I hw,- one. We haye 
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the spectacle of :Mr. Burke being in the box 
for three daYs. and thP whole of the minutes 
of the Kcdr~n Park Club being examined. 

[7.30 p.m.] 
I do not desire to d0lav the P""'i;'' of the 

Bill. I have n1ade Dl:'\7 protc .. t. and 1n.: sug­
gestion on behalf of :\Ir. Vockie:·. I woillcl 
like an ~·ssuran<'e fron1 the Rat :1:~· Connni-: 
sion that, if the~~ arc goillg to wa:r uut-il t~u: 
n03t Melbourne Cup, thov "-ill allow l\lr. 
J\IcGill to go back to do useful v. ork for tlw 
Nationalist cause, in ccnnection \Yith \Yh].;;h 
nup1y difficulties are awaiting hi;;;: yaluab]c 
:attention. 

Mr. HYKES (To1nuille): I thorou;;·hl 
endorse the rctnarks of the hon. nJP_,abor for 
Herbert. Obviously it is the intc';tion of 
tho Government to "ham-tring· ,. thn Stat·, 
Goyernmcnt' Insurance Office. The Pre1nier 
quite candidly stated that the Ministers of 
!he various departments take full r·.;ponsi­
bility for the instructions issued to the hca·ds 
of the different department's that they shonld 
do what thev could to dissuade Govt,~·rnncnt 
Pmployeos from continuing to support tlw 
Stai0 Insurance Office. That i" son1ethlng 
that the Go,-ernment should not do. The:.' 
should be ju~t' as jealous of the l" dlb ing of 
thz"' Stcd2 GoYernnlent In~urance om~·e & j 

th' v arc of the railways from the point of 
view of securing new business a11d retaining 
tlu: present patronage. Knowing ns I do th·• 
personnel of thn directorates of- sonw of thr 
private in::;uranre con1panie~. I knlnv that 
some membc:rs of rhe Government Partv arn 
interc·~ted in insurance companies in t~Uecn--­
land. The Tn·asurpr condemned as an 
immoral act the action of hon. members on 
this side in taking shares in the ~Taunt Isa 
Proprictrrrv, Limited, and criticised the 
aC'tio.n of the late Govcrnn1ent for construct­
ing a railway to add to the development of 
the Mount Isa mining field. 

The l'RniiER : I condemned the gifts of 
Ehares. ~ 

Mr. HY~ES: The hon. member for War­
rcgo has explained the conditions on which 
those shares \Yore given. They \verc not 
giYen bv the hon. IllL'mber for serYiccs ren~ 
de red or. about to be rcndereu, 

Mr. KELSO : Oh. no! 

Mr. HY:\'ES: How was Mrs. T. J. Rvan 
going t'o assist the hon. member for \Varre,·o 
to secure a railwa v? How was old Fr~ J 
Acker>~a man who-- has done a lot for mi_l­
ing in the past-a n1an \vho is " clo\vn and 
out," receiving only the old-age pt··:lsion-­
going to as~ist in proYiding a railwa~ 'f He 
g()t a parcel of :\Iount Isa Proprietary sharL'S, 
\\hat benefit could the hon. member for 
\V arrego SPC\lre from him 1 There is an 
incentive for members of the Go,-crnmont 
party to abolish the State Government Insur­
ance Office b_v rcaso11 of the fact that some 
of them are pecuniarih· interested in other 
office--. The--abolition o.f the State Office will 
n1ean i.ncreased profits to the cornpanies in 
which their mon~·,- is invested. I now tell 
the Premier that the Government have done 
omething distinetlY immoral i11 setting out 

to kill the State Office when members of his 
party haYe an incentive to do so hv rea .. on 
of the fact that it "'ould increase th--e profits 
of the con1panie·': in \vhich their rr1onL·;s are 
invE'sted. --

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN~TRUCTION : 
\V here has the money been im·ested '! 

~.Ir. HYKES: The GoYernment h.ne 
instructed the hospital boar-ds and other 

semi:Government bodies that they arc no 
longer irr1 pelled to gi Ye their business to the 
Stat-e Office; but they have also directed 
that these bodies must adopt the policy of 
the Government in the dircrtion of the ('On­

tract SYsten1. The GoYPTnrrient refused to 
allow the Towns,-illo Hospital Board to com­
pl<;:te its >York under the day-labour system 
when that hospital board was satisfied that 
the additions coul-d be constructe-d more 
economicall_v unuer the dav-labour svstern 
than under· the contract system. On a-- ques-­
tion of polic_v the Government compelled and 
coerced them into adopting their contract 
systein. rrhcy are not asking these scmi­
GoYernment institutions to support o, State 
institution. 

The· PRnUER: \Ye arc not compellin<5 them 
to do so. 

:\fr. HYNES : Th·" State Government 
Insurance Office is as worthy of t,he support 
of the Government as the Railway Depart­
ment. The Secrctarv for Raihvay,c:; is con­
templa.ting son1e n1e~:,ure t.!:_at. 'vill. cornpel 
people to use the raihva.ys. He 1s qtut0 JUSti­
lied in doing so. Should not thE! i\Iinister in 
charge of the State Government Insurance 
Office do the same thing 9 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNdTRUCTION : 
Who is c-ompeting against ihe raih1 ays? 

Mr. HY~ES: The State Government 
Insurance Office 'is a e-emi-Governmcnt bodv, 
and, seeing that the Secrebry for Railways 
has the courage to iss1· c a regulation to 
compel people to use !he railways, there 
should be nothing to stop ihc Government 
from compelling 'ami-Government bodies to 
insure with the Strtte Go>·ornment Insurance 
Office. 

I would like to make some reference to the 
totrenchment J>olicy now being adopted on 
the railway·'· I voico my protl't against the 
action of the GoYernment in embarking upon 
a polie_v of drastic retrc11chment in tht· rail­
ways. Certain lists of retrenched men in the 
North have boon read out in this Chamber. 
In reply to a question on the Gnbject, the 
Minister stated that these men have been 
offeree! work on bridge construction and other 
work. On investigation, I find that the men 
now ,,ngagcd on the bridge work who ~.vill be 
replaced by these men will be sacked, and 
will have to join the ranks of !he unem-­
ployed. That is retr<mchment. U nfortun-­
ately, there aro large number of employees 
in the department classified as temporar;· 
employees, notwithstanding that thev ma:v 
have twentv vear5' service to their credit. 
Through so--me ph; ,ical dioability or ot.h<"' 
they have been unable to pass the qualifying 
mouical examination for appointment i<l the 
permanent staff. I know men who aru "-' be 
displaced who ha vc a longer record of service 
than the permanent employees taking their 
placf'-.. The Minister is ... huffiin<5 when he 
'tates that there are no men being put off 
except temporary men. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR R\TLWAYS: I am not 
shuffling. 

Mr. HYKES: I wish to draw the attention 
of the House and of the people outside to the 
fact that temporary men-men with fifteen 
years' serYice jn the rail wa;;s-a.re being p~t 
off. So far ~s the mon are concerned, 1t 
does not matter whether ihcv be classified as 
tAmporary or permanent. I( they are put off. 
the result is the same. 1'hey will be unable to 
obtain work. <tnd thev and their wives and 
children will •nffer 1n comequencc of the 

Jir. Hynes.] 
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a.ction of the Govcrnmcnt. rro lTIV rnind. the 
Government intend to make a 11 r'.,ilwa v con­
struction work rerlcf work. There arc~ thoH­
:":ands of men employed on eonstruction work. 
It hfts been laid down thoJ the bac-•ic wag-e 
for a man with a wife and three children 
!'hall b0 £4 5s. per week in order to rnaint.ain 
them in a. cel'iain ~Standard of cornfort. 

Mr :\1AXWELL Your Go,-crnment r, . n: 
them nothing-. 

Mr. HYKES: This is the h01wst Govern­
m~?nt ·who v, ere not out to reduce ,\ g;t'~ [ 

:\lr. MAXWELL: You sacked them. 

Mr. HY:'\ES: Tho hon. member's Uowrn­
mcnt have rNluccd their wa~es from £4 5s. 
pn week to £3 4s. 

]'.Ir. Km.so: You sacked the "·hole cro·:. cl. 

:\Ir. HY.\"ES: It is quite ob,-ions thllt the 
Govcrnrncnt iniPncl to make loan \VOrk reliPf 
\,ork, or, in local parlance "tucker job;::.." I 
,·oico m~ prote.-t against the a~tion of the 
G-ovcrrnnf•nt There i,, c vidPnce of rt LUil­

spirac"",' beb\ een the various rro1·y Sta.tc Pre­
tniers ~to reduc-"· wa.;cs and interfere \\~th tl~,~ 
conditions of ~.~,·ork,_:rs in the Connnon1rc1lt~1. 
(Government dissClit.) \Ye told thP pcr.plu 
from the hustings ihat such a ~om.pirne: did 
exist. 

I 1:en1eml1er rnaking· the ::-.taterncnt 111 

Townsvillo before the last Stat. elections 
tl,at Mr. Bavin, the Tory Pri-'micr of ::--Jew 
~~outh \Yaiee, had statr •l tho.t it "clS the 
intention of his Government to reduce the 
basic. wage in Nev, South \\'ales. I\1r. Basin 
later sont a wire to 'fo,vns\ill,~ statin!!' that 
,uch was not the, case-that thev h;id no 
iHtontion of doing it. The press today, 
howe,-cr, t01ls ns that the Industrial r'om­
mission in Xcw South \Vale, has reduced 
the basic wage from £4 5s. to £3 12-, 6d. per 
1 '-cck, \vhich is a substantial r~~'duct~on. Of 
cCJurse, I can imagine what is in the rnind::' 
of hon. members opposite, who will have the 
8amo cxcu..,e a~ IY1r. BaY1n 1Yhcn lw .-:.aY.-.:, 
"We did not do it. The Indu,trial Co.m­
u1ission did it." By removing certain n~stric­
tions and ~1rovisions in the Industrial Arbi~ 
nation Act, the Queensland Government hflpP 
to be able to lay the blame on t.~e 13oHd 
of Trade and Arbitration. There is cycrv 
reason to believe that ,,-hat ha' happcne~1 
i<I l\ew South \Y;,les will hap]wn in Qu, en -
land when the Jndmtrial Arbitration 1\<-t 
i.'- antendcd RO a'-' to enable the wagc::3 to hu 
red need. I an1 protesting against'~ the pro­
JlO•<'d legi.:lation of tho Go,-ernment, v.hieh 
i.:; being launched for th-: pnrpo of interfer­
ing with the standard of li,-inor of the illClus~ 
trialists of Quccn.slaud. I am s~ti ficcl 1lwt 
i' is the intention of the Qcwensland Govern­
ment, following in ihe ste,h of tho Torv Go-

el'llment in :'i' O\\ , South \\"ales, to ·brii>;!; 
about a corisiderable reduction in the basic 
\'age in this State, and I trrkc ihis op})Or­
tunity of Yoiri11g n1y c1nphatic protest again~t 
~·Jch action. 

:VIr. FOLEY (Leicltlwnlt) : Ono of the 
g·ricvanci" which I desire to ventilate on 
behalf of my elPctors deals "ith tiLe question 
raised bv ihe hon. member fen· To•· nsville. 
The con.~trnct-ion \YOl'k('n; in rnv clcdorate 
ilaYr had their wages reduced b}- being put 
on '«hort tin1e. Of cou1~se" it i'3 too latf~ nov· 
to complain of that action. whid1 has ah·oad· 
bren t8.kc11: but~ following on ihe lines sug··­
gP~tcd by the hon. mPmber Eor Brcmer. I 
wg-gest to tbe Minister that, if at f1-ll pos­
"blc. he sl10uld encl<•avour to rnt these men 
on full time behvemc tlO\\ and Christmas 

Ph. Hynes. 

to enable them to get something together 
to tide th('rn oyer the Christrnas h'blicb.ys. 
Those 1nen arc not concerned so rnuch ·with 
a job lastiny as long as possible b7 working 
short tirnc as they aro w·ith g·Pttiug on \\ ith 
the job and finishing it. They \Yould much 
prefer to be on tho job, rather than id] ing 
in their camp for ono and n-half days in 
the week, even though they realise that lhf y 
'.cill probably haye to go ci,e.-.hcrc whPn 
that work finishes. I certninlv hacl that 
feeling jn the days vYhcn I fo~·lo•1·ed "\York 
from 2'\ew South \Yale right up to the 
Clnmont district. \Vhen one job cut out, ~ 
simply packed my portmanteaux and took 
a trLtin or boat to ano1hrr place in search 
of work. That is the type of men for whom 
I am appealing to-nighL They arc prepuce! 
to take th(·ir chn.ncr1 when the rnoney for 
t bat work is exhausted. 
Anoth~r matt~r to which I iRh to refer 

ccnccms the policv of the Rai!wfty Dcp -,.rt­
Jnc•nt in reg-a l'Ll to ihe f uturP re ,-1 u i rcn1ent.s 
of sleeper blocks. frorn suvplicrs at Birinl­
gon. \Yhon I put a queoticn to the Secretar,· 
for Railway"' C'arlier in the se, -;ion, the LJll. 

gentleman replied that the rnattc•r '' u~'der 
comicler.•tion; and no doubt lw will ab],, 
to give ~mne information 110\,. The posi­
tion is th~tt the men wbo ori.::_ inally supplied 
timber to the depot at Birimgrrn desire to 
knov, wharf' thev stand. The; have 20,0-JO 
feet of blocks on hand readv rrt ('q·ent ;-four 
hour:;:.' notice to cut into t:(eepcr.:;, an(] arc 
hanging ronnel in the hope that the mill "·ill 
~1 •rt operations before Cht·ir-tlnas. They 
know that certain sleepPrs are ,,-anted. 

On the A nakic construction job, anything 
from 30,000 to 40,000 sleepers ,,-jll be 
required; and thcv aro hoping that these 
dec>pers will be used up and tho mill 
restarted before Christ.n,B. If the mill is 
not to be r, •·tartecl, r should like to know 
so that these mon ill know where the-.· stand 
and have an opportunity of treking tO so1ne 
other part of the State "·here there ic a 
better opport<mity of getting cmploymc'nt. 
... \s u result of ccrt.ain orders for raihvay 
timbers in the Southem district being 
obtain('d undf'r the contract s)-stcrn, jt, is 
mooted that that system will be applied by 
the Rail ay Department to nny rDquiremcnts 
obta inetl in the Central clist r: .·t. There are 
no ell finite instructiom to th<Jt ..!feet, but it 
is gencralh, undc,rstood that the liCYV Adrnin­
istration !ntend to follow that policf in 
regard to future rcqnirerncnts. During 1ny 
recent visit the men there strong·h objected 
to such a s:- stem. During the v:h-~le of the 
operations of that mill they h Ye 'HJrkcd 
undC'r an agreerncnt Lctr1 PCll the ForL.Jtry 
Department and the Australian Workers' 
Cnio11. which was arriv·:>d at after long inves­
tigation. Repn:seniati \·cs frorn all Jlartics 
tt·ayc!Jecl throughout the .-arious scrubs of 
the StRte where tirnber opcratioL \vcre b:- ing 
carried on, and :_dtt•r a thoron~h inY' .. itigation 
they arriYed at an agremncnt to d-·li,cr cer­
tain raih' a.'i.' tirnhers at e~:rtain prices. They 
hase worked ~atisfaetorily under that agree­
went for a nmnber of yc;,rs. Uncler the new 
sv"tem, if 20,000 sleeper blocks ore rcquirNl, 
the department will call for tenders for their 
deliver)', and tl.wt will mean that all the men 
on the job will compete with each other to get 
• share of the order. Tho only object can be 
to get the timber requircmcnb of the deport~ 
ment . t a cheaper 'rate than pn viously, or, 
in other words, it will mean the cutting down 
of the wages of the timber workers in the 
bush. That is one way of cutting clown 
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wages; and I can assure hon. members oppo­
site that the men in the Central district 
strongly object to it. They realise that it is 
another method of undermining the condi­
tions that they have been working under 
satisfactorily for a number of yea'l·s. 

Since the last State election I have receivecl 
numerous letters from people in my electorate 
_,,,king me to find work for them. Not only 
have I received letters from adult males, b1it 
frorr1 n1oth0rs asking mf' to do what I ran 
for their boys and girls. I \Yallt to emphasise 
that this correspondence is the result of a 
ldter which, prior to the election, was circu­
lated by the Premier in the Central district 
hy the thousand. The letter was supposed 
to be in th_e Pr,,~mie;:'s o,~·n hand\vriting. but, 
of course. 1t "as only a pnoto7-raphed copy. 

In that letter the hon. ~·entleman pointed 
out the deplorable conditions existino- in 
Q1wensland. He showed how trade o had 
fallen off daring the paot three years, pick­
Ing- out ~he ·worst three ~vears during Labour's 
rnlo-bAmg a drought period. Then he dealt 
with the falling-off of inYc,ted capital in 
the State. and later on asked what was to 
become of our boys ar.d girls. The onlv 
iderencc people receiving those letter-s 
c·ould drav: was that, if they Yoted for Mr. 
:\1oore and. hi~ party, Mr. Moore was going 
to rc,·olutwmse the conditions which he 
claimed existed, and that every boy and 
(\'ll'l. as v:c:ll as every adult, would be placed 
m pos1tion. 

The PREMIER: In vom· <llectorate they 
elected to keep things as they were. 

J\Tr. FOLEY: 'rhev receiYed letters of a 
similar nature prior· to the Premier's · but 
they wc•re quite eatisfied with me as 'their 
representative. No doubt thcv have been 
caught by confidence men befoi·e, and eome 
have probablv lost a few ponnds through 
the three-ca·rd trick and having the double­
headed. penny spun on them; hut they were 
not gomg to fall to the confidence trick the 
Premier attempted to put on•r them. I 
am continually reccivi1:g letters from the 
people there, and the onlv thinrr I can 
r.·rite back is that so far the ;;cw Ad';ninistra­
tio~C' has made no attempt to reorganise con­
dJt~ons. so as to provide the 0mplovment 
• ·h1ch 1t was promised would be found. We 
have now passed the F,timates; but I have 
yet to se•) any provision to brinrr about what 
the PremiPr claimed was nossiblc. In view 
of the. advertisements du"ring the election 
campaign that 10,000 worh "s wonld be em­
plo) cd as the result of a special loan which 
would be raised immediatcelv men and 
women in the Central district s~riouslv took 
it for gra.nted that. wmethiYJrr wo~Id be 
done in that respect. b 

Then w0 cannot find any appropriation 
from the Loan Fund for 1931. The on! v 
conclusion I oa~Cl col!l? to, and the only 
thm'<" I can do, m wntmrr to mv electors in 
reply to their reque·ts, i; to po.int out that 
"Pparently the Government were not sincere 
in making the promises they did before the 
election. 

The PRE:>HER: I would neYer cxnect yoa 
to do anything elPe. 

Mr. FOLEY: I cannot do anvthing else. 
If there was something on the business 
paper, or a definite intimation from the 
Premier, that he intended to capitalise the 
£18,000 he has filched from members of 
this House, a; he promised in his policv 
speech, one could write back and say that in 
due course something would be done. If 

there was any intimation that a special loan 
10 find employment would be raised, I could 
saY to my electors, " In due course jobs will 
be found in differ~nt parts of the State, and 
you will be found a job in :vour turn." But 
there has been no indication of any en­
couragement to the invcstmc1>t of capital 
during the five months the Government have 
been in power, and no new factories have 
been opened where these boys and girls can 
be employed. During the dinner hour to­
day I heard a lecture by Mr. Stephenson, 
M.A., of the Brisbane Grammar School, in 
\Vhich ho pointed out that a. few years ago 
he was turning ont 250 bo,-s a year, while 
this year he will he turning out in the 
''icinity of 750. quite apart from those who 
have been turned out by other grammar 
schools, colleses, and terhniLal institutions. 
There was one thing which he recommended 
which '"''s quite out of place and should 
be attended to by the Premier. He sug­
gested that employers to whom he was speak­
ing should notify him of any billets that 
were available, so that he could choose from 
the ranks of the boys ayailable those whom 
he considered suita.ble for those billets. 

If the Govetnment allow a o'l'stem of that 
nature to be adopted, b:. \Yh{ch employers 
may write to an institution cuch as the Bris­
bane Grammar School, what about the tcrh­
nic:ll colleges. Nudgee College•, the Rock­
harppton Grammar SchooL and other insti­
tutions" I claim that something should be 
done whereby all applications for apprentice­
ship should go through the AppreHtic• ship 
Committee. which would then be in a posi­
tion to choose or recommend bon for 
employment. · 

The main point I \Vant to e1npl.asisc is 
that we have had no intimation whatever 
that any promises made by the Govcn1ment 
are going to be fulfilled, and that Queensland 
is going to flow with milk and honey. as the 
Premier intimated in the lm-ing letter he 
sent to every elector in rny coi!stituency. 
\Yhen I saw it I came to the conclusion that 
I had better get busy or I would b - losing 
m' ~cat. (Laughter.) In it ther--· was promise 
after promise, or, at !f .1st. the inf••renco of 
promises that, if the Premier and his party 
were returned, Queensland would flo-,, with 
milk and honey. \V hen reque,rs come from 
my electors for information as to the ful­
filment of those promises, all I can do is to 
intimate that up to date I ca11 sec no move 
on the part of the Governnvut to fulfil any 
of the promises they made. 

Quc,tion-That the Speaker do now leave 
the chair, and the House rcsoh-e itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to consider the Bill 
in detail (Jir. TV. H. Barnrs's moti0n)-put 
and pas,ed. 

C0111MIT'l'EE. 
(liir. Jiao01nll, 1'oo1cong, un: of the; 11.tl of 

1'emporm·y ChairmL:>, in tlu chair.) 
Clause 1-" AzJpropriation [Schedule, Pm·ts 

Li, n, c, JJ, E, J?]"-agreed to. 
Clause 2-" Appropriation"--

:\Ir. POLLOCK {Uregory): Sccir•g rhat a 
certain sum of money-£600.000-is by this 
clause appropriated from the Loa;o Fund for 
the services of the yea.r 1930-31. I \vould like 
the Treasurer to give us son1c idea as to 
whcth<•r this monev is to b · used fc,r the 
purpo--e of relieving unemployment. If the 
Gqyern1nent are sincere in saying that it is 
their intention later on to relieve unemplo)­
ment, and that they ha Ye not :. et had time 

Jh. Po!/ock.] 
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to do so, I take it the,v must m a !m pr-·pHa­
tion for appropriation for that JlL\l'PC se m 
the future. It is. therefore. only a fair thin?· 
to ask them to tell us for what purpose, tL', 
mopey is being set apart. It is obvious tlHlt, 
when only £600,000 is being set aside frvm 
the Loan Fund on account oi the next fman­
cial YOal·. there cannot be any serious inten­
tion· in the near future to make any pro­
vision for the jobs that wore promised by 
hon. members opposite. In spite of what the 
Premier and the Treasurer have said-th::tt 
thi'S party do not want to see those promis •s 
carried out-I say that we do want to see 
employment given to the people. 

The TRE.1SURER: \Ye are giving it to them. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I say that the appropria­
tion now being made for the next fmancial 
year does not show any indication whatever 
that there is any intention to give it to· 
them. Therefore, it is up to the Premier to 
say where he has found it possible to givo 
effect to the promises that he and his party 
so giibly made just prior to the last election. 
I hope something \vill be done by the Govcra­
ment to show their bona fi:des. 

At 8 p.m., 

The TEMPORARY CI-IAIR11AX said: 
Under the provisions o£ the Sessional Order 
<cgrf•ed to by the House on 22nd August. 
26th September, and 4th October, I shall 
nor; proceed to put the remainder of the 
questions necessary to complete the business. 

Clause 2-" A ppropri·tfion "-agreed to. 
Clauses 3 to 8, both inclusive, schedule, and 

preamble agreed to. 
The IIouse resumed. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN reported the Bill 

without amendment. 

THIRD READING. 
The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 

lVynnum): I beg· to move-
" Th"t the Bill be now read a third 

tin1e." 
Question put and pascd. 
'J'he House adjourned at 8.5 p.m. 

Questiono, 




