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1192 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply.

FRIDAY, 25 CCTOBER, 1928. experts are to be secured from *the other
States ?”’
The PREXIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigny) replied—
““This matter will receive further con-

Ths SPEAKER (Hon. C. Taylor, Windsor)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

sideration.”
QUESTIONS.
. PAPERS.
RELEF OF UNEMPLOYMENT. . . ‘o
The following papers were laid on the
Mr. PEASE (Herbert) asked the Tremier—  tahle:—

‘“ Has he taken the necessary steps to Notice under the Diseascs in Plants
raize the loan of £300,000 for the relicf Acts, 1916 to 1924, rcscindisg the
of uncmplorment, as definitely set forth Proclemation made under those
in his statement to the Press dated Bris- Acts on the 22nd September, 1927.
bane, 5th May, as follows:— House Regulations 236 to 238 inclusive,

¢ His scheme provided for the con- under =~ the Primary  Producers’
version of the Unemployment Insur- Orgamsapon and Marketing Acts,

ance Fund into an Employment Assur- 1926 to 1928.

%nce Fund.h 'Ii‘lo ’rhisl would be added
300,000, which would be raised by a - TV OURIITOT R T AVTENDMIN
loan, the interest being payable from HEAVY VERICLES ACT AMENDAMENT
the £18,000 saved on mombers’ BILL.
salaries. INITIATION.
As the interest has been provided for in The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS
the reduction of members’ salaries, and (Hon. Gédfrey Morgan, Muril’a:: I beg to
as immediate relief of unemployment  ove— e '

was promized, will he make the £300,000 “That the Homse will, at its next

nwnmc-(ha,tely' available from the Loan sitting, resolve itself into a Commiitee

Funds now in hand pending the fiotation of the Whole to consider of the desirable-

of the special loan?”’ ness of introducing a Bill to amend the

The PREMIKR (Hon. A. E. Moore, Eea:yy Ve}gcles Act of 1925 in certain
Aubigny) replied— particulars.”

“TLoan money is procurable only Mr. PEASE (Herbert): I called “Not
through the Loan Council. The Govern- formal” to this motion because we desire to
ment has made application for its get some information,
requirements for this year, but owing to The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You cannot

the pr‘osm}t financial stringency the Loan get it at this stage.
Council has so far been unable to

approach the market. The Government Mr.  Porrock: Then why cali “Not
will carry out its programme as it formal’ and have this farce?

deems best in the interests of the whole The SPRAKER: This is not the stage at
community, and the steps it intends  which hon. members can get information
taking will be disclosed in due course.” concerning the contents of the Bill.

uestion put and passed.
REQUEST TOR (GOVERNMINT SUDSIDY TO JOHN- Q : pe

sTONE SHire CotNciL rFor RELltF  oF

UNEMPLOYMENT. SUPPLY.
Mr. PEASE (Herbert) asked the Trea- REecepTioN OF REHOLTUTIONS.
S”rer‘; ] The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
In view of the statements made by (Mr. Roberts, East Toowoomnia) presented

the Secretary for Labour and Industry  the yesolutions reported from Cominittee of
in this Assembly on Wednesday, 23rd Supply on Thursday, 24th Cetober,
October, that Government subsidy was N v

available to local authorities in connec- The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
tion with relie! works, will the Trea- Wynnum): I beg to move—
surer now make available to the John- “That the resolutions be now

stone Bhire Council. Innisfail, subsids on

loan proposals as snbmitted to the Trea-

surer, und referring 1o same. under

date  3rd  September, the Treasurer

advised ‘ that consideration of the appli-

cation is deferred for the present?’ ”
Thy TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Wynnum): replied—

“ When the Johnstone Shire Council
has submitted a definite proposal, the
matter will reccive further considera-
tion.”’

PERgONNEL OF Proroszp Flezertars Coar-
MISSTON.
Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the

Premier—

“In view of what has appeared in the
papers in connection with the proposed
appointment of cxperts to inquire into
the hospitals question, will he say if these

received.”
Question put and passed.
ADOPTION OF RESOLTTIONS.

The resolutions being taken as road.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Wynnwn): I beg to move—

‘“ That the rcsolutions be now agreed
to.”

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): Are we being
asked to agree to these resolutions en blog,
without discussion?

The SPEAKER: They will be called.

And hon. members indicating a desire to
discuss rvesolutions 2, 4, 8, 10, 11, 15, 18, 2C,
21, 24, 25, 28, 20, 33, 35, 38, 40. 42, 52, b3,
54, b6, 61, 64, 65, 717, 89, 92, 94, 98, 104, 113,
114, 118, 127.

Resolution 1—* dide-de-Casp to His Eur-
cellency the Governor ”—agreed to.
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Resolution 2—* T'reasury—Chief Office *—

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): In connection with
the Treasurer’s statement of the receipts and
expenditure of the consolidated revenue, the
loan, and the various trusts funds for the
financial year ended 30th June, 1929, I
should like the Treasurer to give the House
some information as to why it was necessary
for the Auditor-General to malke certain

observations as to the manner in which the
accounts were prepared.

In his report the Auditor-General says—

“In examining the statement, which
was received by me on 3lst August, 1929,
I formed the opinion that the account
carrent of the Loan Account (page 228)
was not correct, and that the balance
shown at 30th June, 1929, was under-
stated by £250,000. There is an entry of
£600,000 on the debit side of the account
for a temporary loan to the Common-
wealth Government, and on the credit
side an entry showmg the repayment of
£250,000, portion of the loan.

‘“These entries have the ecffect of
reducing the Loan Account balanco at
30th June, 1929, by £250,000. 'Yemporary
loans have been made to other States on
many occasions, but mno entries were
passed through the Loan Account which
would have reduced the balance of that
account in the Treasurer’s Annual State-
ment. It would, I contend, be just as
correct to reduce the loan balance by any
sum placed on fixed deposit with a bank.
The making of temporary loans such as
the above, or the placing of loan funds
on fixed deposit is merely a disposition
of the loan account balance.”

There is also this observation by the Auditor-
General—

“T am also of opinion that the sum of
£140,000, received from the Common-
wealth Government for advances in con-
nection with wire and wirenetiing for
settlers, has not been correctly shown in
the Treasurer’s account. In the year
1927-28 a sum of £70,000 of the above
amount was treated as an indebtedness
to the (lommonwealth Government, and
was included in the total of the public
debt.  In the accounts for 1928-29 this
£70,000, with an additional £70,000 re-
ceived, has been excluded from the
indebtedness to the Commonwealth
Government, and is not included in the
amount of the public debt.”

On page 2 of his report the Auditor-
General has this to sax:

“In rvespect to the foregoing. I have
used throughout this report the figures
which I consider correct; it will be
notices], however, that they differ from
those in the 'Treasurer’s Annual State-
ment fo the extent of the amounts in
question.”

Tt is very asteunding to find that we have
two sets of accounts to deal with. This is
the ﬁrst time such a thing has happened
since I have been a member of this Chamber.
It is astounding to think that the accounts
presented by the Treasurer do not agree
with the accounts presented by the Auditor-
General. To my mind. that is alarming,
because, if there should be uniformity m
regard to any accounts, it should be betwoen
the accounts we discuss in this Chamber and
the accounts preseated by the Auditor-
General. When discussing cur Estimates we
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should be in a position to know exa Ctly how
the different a(’couqti qtand and this year
more particularly, when wo are faced with
finzncial stringency and otner matters Lhat
tha Treasurer and other hon. members on th
Government side have referred to, we Want
to be in a position to know where we stund
in regard to finance. There should not be
a ditierence of £250,000 betwceen the Trea-
surer and the Auditor-General; and it is
only right that "hon. members should have
full information in regard to this matter.
As T said hefore, it is a very strangs fact
that we should have two sets of accounts to
discuss, one sct presented by the Trcasurer
and another sct presented by the Auditor-
General.

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): I hope
the Treasurer will give some reply to the
criticisms of the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. I take it that the object of the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was merely
to obtain information in regard to the nosi-
tion of the public accounts. I have read the
explanation of the Treasurer in the news-
papers, in which he stated that he had
adopted & new method in regard to certain
accounts without any desire to cloud the
true financial position, We must accept that
as being so.

We have elevated to the blue ribbon of
the public service a man who for’ many
years was Under Secretary to the Treasury;
and he draws the attention of Parliament
and of the public gencrally to the fact that
the system adopted is a departure from the
accepted principle that has been in opera-
tion in this State for many ye#rs, Take the
average hon. m\mber in this House. t s
very difficult for us to understand ev:

n the
ordinary presentation of accounts. We are
not accountznts, and whatever accounts are
submitted to thiz House ther should be along
lines that male for simplicity. When a body
of men have besn for years accustonind to
dissect accounts presented to this House
under a clear system that they understand,
if a departure is made from that system, it
makes 1t verv difficult for them. The Trea-
surer may be referring to a system which
was in operation when he was Treasurer pre-
viously. That may be a justifiable atiitude
to take up; but he is making a changs so
grave that a highly qualified men such as
the Auditor-General has deemed it necessary
io draw attention to the matter. Some reply
to the remarks of the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition 18 necessary.

The SPEAKER : I would like to siate for
the information of hon. members that, when
the Treasurer gets up to reply in the debate
on these resolutions, T shall give ample time
for anr other member to get up befcre the

Wlinister replics,  When the Minister rises
in his place and states what he wishes to say,
ne hon. member will be allowed to follow
him.

Mr. PorLock: I object to that course.

The SPEAKER : Theve will be ample time
given fer any hon. member to get up and
ask a qugs stion; but, after the Minister has
spoken, there will be no debate permitied on
suy statement he may malke.

Myr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): Belore
vou confirm that decision, Mr. Speaker, I
would like to point out what appears tc be
the common-seuse position. If the Treasurer
is going to close the debate, it means that

Mr. Stopford.]
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hon. members will have to engage in a
ceascless repetition of questions, “whereas a

slight explanation by the hon. gentleman,
which would not close debate. mii ight clear
the atmosphere and prevent a lot of talk.
The practice has been for the Minister to
speak when he likes.

My, KELSO (Yundah): I can quite under-
stand hon. members being rather confused
at the pxesontatlon of accounts as they are
presented at the present time. I am speaking
now from the peint of view of a public
ﬂCCOLlr'tuht I think T can say I am supposLd
to know a little bit about these matters;
thorefo.g I wonld like to make a few remarks
before the Treasurer veplics. Tho whole
system of public accounts as it has grown
up from ¥ to year has become rather
cumbers some to the average mind. When
one comes into this Flouse for the first time
and studfv these accounts from the point of
view of an accountant, it seems that there
might be more simplicity, I am not going
to suy that, if I had the handlmg of the
accounts, 1 could present them in a form
which could be clearer to the average mind
than they are: but, from cxperiencs. I know
that as a rule figures, in whatever form
they are placed before the average man, are
always somewhat confusing.

A Govesxmext Aleuse Even to an
acrountant.

Mr. KELSO: In meny casos, as the hon.
memb sayvs. cvel t') an accountant, For

some time I have given considerable study
to the figures prosevted to the House, of
which there are a great mass. Spﬂa,ong to
the point 1aised by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, so far as I am concerned it
15 tter of choice for ths Tressurer to
sent the acerunts in the form he thin

¥

The Auditor-General does not really
presont accourt: to the House.  What he
doos is fo criticise the accounts which

have been placed before the House by the
Treasurer. 1f the Treasuver, being new
Trea . prefers & different way of p
ing ace to the House, he has u perfestly
legitimate right to do so. At the same time
I wish to m 11\3 it quite clear that I think
nc Auditor-General has a right to comment

1 the mauvner in swhich the Treasurer pre-
sontd his accounts to this House. The Auditor-
Gencral oceuples an isolated, sheltered posi-
tion—as it is only right that he should. He
ocrapics a position similar to that of a
judge of the Supreme Court, except that he
I3 dc‘nuw with facts and ﬁrrurm instead of
. Tf the Auditor-Genoral chooses to
criticize the method which the Treasurer takes
of pres: ¢ the public account:, he has a
perfect ,lvht to do so. The whole thing, to
my niind, scems to be this: If the Treasurer
and the Treasury oflicials think that on this
occasion slight variation would make the
positicn clearer, they kave a parfecy right to
make that variation.

If hon. members leok through the public
accounts, they will find that cvowthm“ thz
Auditor-General I'Off‘l" to is already dealt
with in the Treasurer’s accounts, He has men-
tioned the fact that £500,000 was advanced
to the Commonwealth Governmeht and that
portion—£250,000—was paid back br the
Commontealth. leaving a loan due by the
Uommonwealth of £250,000. Following thst
up, the comment—it is not a Ch&lg(‘*—fhb
Auditor-General is commenting in the posi-
tion h helds, and it is his duLy to do so—
the Auditor-General, speaking in round

[Myr. Stopford.
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figurcs, savs that the Treasurer states that
ho has only £4,750,000 to the credit of the
T.oan Fund Account. whercas the hon. gentle-
man re:zlly has something in the region of
£5,000,000. If vou dissect the Treusurer's
figures, you will find that the hon. gentleman
has stated the amcunt he has actually avail-
able, in case Parliament should want to go
in for a big scheme immediately involving
££.000,000.

The Treasurer would then say, “I cannot
meet a demand for so much money. I have
not got it, but I have £4,750,000." It is
well {o bear in mind the real position in
regard to short-dated lcan:. in London for
example. If you dissect such loans you will
find that the prmcm‘e adopted is that locans
bearing a certain small ainount of interest
rcalisable  at twenty-four hours’ notice—
which is p"actically money invested in
current accoun all intents and pur-
1)0,69 cash, On the othu‘ hand, the £250,000

which has been loaned to the Commonwealth
Government is not immesdiately available.
It may be out three months, six months,
or twelve months, and I think the Trea-
surer is perfecily entitled to show in his
sceounts the amount immediately available.

We mav get a little enlightenment from
a comparison with a fixed dcpo~1. If the
Treasurer found that he did not want money
for twelve months or two year he could
put that moner into fixed doposit for that
period in the Commonwealth or other bank.
He would be perfectly right in holding that
i was not money ‘that was 1mmndmteh
availabla. It would be no use to the Loan
Fund until it was dee. I think the Trea-
surer ix perfectly tified  in taking the
course he has don", and I am sure the
Auditor-General does not suggest that the
hon. gentleman is trring to mislead the

public. All the amounts to which the
Auditor-General has referred sre set out
in the Tleasulcr’s tables., and the only
question is as to the way the Treas ure has

presented them. The Anditor-Genersl, {ram
his woint of wiew, thinks it would Le hetter
to have done as he suggests, but that is onls
his opinion. e may bo right. The Trea-
earer may be right. If the Treasurer
choosss to do it as he has done, then he
ig perfectly entitled to fellow that course.

The other amonnt to which refercnce has
bean made is £140,000 advanced by ‘rho
Commenwealth to the State for the purche
of wire-netting. ]t: is not included in the
amount of the debt fo the Commons
Government. T id{e it that amount is in
the nature of a trust wecount. It is loaned
to the Treasurer by the Commonwealth.
and it is held by the Treasurer for ce rtain
specific purposes, I helinve that. if it werce
put to the Commonwcalth, we would find
that that £140,000 not included ia th
Commonwealth loan expenditure, so that
the Tressurer is only br mgmn his acecount
into line with the acvo the Comy
woalth. That £120.600 in the Commar
wealth accounts and in the Treasurer’s
accounts is reccgnised as a trust fund, and
should not go into the Loan Fund. 1 feel
sure that, \Vlth the explanation of the Trea-
surer, hon. members will agree that it is
merely &  question between the Auditor-
Ceneral and the Tressuver as to how the
accounts should he prescented, and in which-
ever way they are presented they are right
both from the point of view of the Treasutrer
and the point of view of the Auditor-
General. There is nothing wrong. Each
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has a perfect right to present the accounts
in the way he thinks. The Treasurer has
not concealed any amount. The Auditor-
General merely says, “If T were doing it,
I would do it this way,” but he is not the
Treasurer, although, as Auditor-General, he
has a perfect right to say thut that should
he done.  Tle does not suggest that the
Treasurer has done anything inat he should
not have done. T feel sure that the Trea-
surer will be able to amplify his explana-
tion and sotisfr the House that what he
has done is perfectly correct.
[11 a.m]

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): Mr. Speaker,
T do not desire to discuss your ruling on this
vote. You have already given that ruling,
but T will not be prevented from raising the
question on the next vote. I leave that
matter for the moment.

Deoling with the question raised by the
Anditor-Creneral 1n his criticism of the method
of the Treasurer in presenting the finances
of the State, it would appear to a person
who is only ordinarily observant that the
Treasurer is endeavouring te do what he
did after the 1915 clection. It will be remem-
bered that at that time the Labour Partz
came into office, and the present Treasurer,
who was the Treasurer of the defeated
Government prior to 1915, endeavoured to
make it appear that the Labour Party
assumed office with a very full Treasurr.
It is apparent that the method of the
Treasurer in presenting the finances—I do
not sey it is g dishonest endeavour, I would
not go g0 far as to say that, but it is an
extraordinary endeavour—has been adopted
for the purpose of making it appear that the
balance to the credit of the Loan Fund is
less than it actually is. That is the impres-
sion sought to be conveyed to the general
publie. That is the onl¥ conclusion one can
draw from the remarks of the Auditor-
General. He says quite plainlv that £500.000
was loaned by the Quecnsland Treasurer
from the Loan Fund to the Commonwealth
Government. Fle also says that £250,000 of
that sum has besn repaid to the Loan Fund
of Qurovnsland: he also savs that the £250.000
which is still owing is an asset of the Loan
Fund, and is at call at eny time.

ey

The TREasURER: That is not covrect. Tt
is not at call at any time.

Mr. POLLOCK: Thet would appecar so,
according to the method of presenting tho
finsnces.

The TRE:SURER: It is not =o.

Mr. POLLOCK : It was left to the Auditor-
General to point out that the position was
not as it appeared. This is the first time in
my experience that the Auditor-General has
found it necessary to point out to Parlia-
ment that a Treasurer’s method of presenting
the finances was unusual, and that a depar-
ture had been made. The Auditor-General
quite distinetly points out that the £250.000
still owing by the Commonwealth is loan
money, temporarily loaned. When it is repaid
to the State it will still be loan money.
Why, then, the effort to cover up that
amount? Why, then, the effort to make it
appear that the Labour Partv left a credit
halance to Loan Account £250.079 less than
the actual amount? That is the position.
It is difficult to find any explanation for
the position. The Treasurer has obviously
endeavoured, for political purposes, to show
that the finances of the State in the Loan
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Fund Account are less healthy than they
actually are: and apparently he has done
it for the purpose of eventually being able
to say that he started with a lesser Loan
Fund credit balance than he actually had;
and as a result of his method of financing,
he was able to make it appear better than
it actually is. There is no othsr explanation.

Mr. Warrex: The money will be repaid
during the present year.

Mr. POLLOCK: Of course it will come
back; but it was not proposed to show it
under the right heading.

Mr. Warrex: Nonsense,

My, POLLOCK: The method may be the

peculiar method of the Tres<urer himself.

Mr. Maxwpin: You are charging him with
misleading the House,

Mr., POLLOCK: I did not even think it.
Mr., Maxwrik: You are saying itf.

Mr. POLLOCKX: I do not say that the
deal was a crooked one. I stated that for
political purposes, the accounts were adjusted
50 as to cnable the Treasurer eventuallv to
show a botter balance in the l.oan Fund
Account.

Mr. Maxwirn: What is that Lut a charge
of misleading?

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not even thinking
these things, but I have an active mind. We
and the public, who may not be thinking
these things, also have active minds, We
should like to have an explanation from the
Treasurer as to what the peculiar method
of book-keeping to which the Auditor-
General has drawn attention actually means.

Mr.  WINSTANLEY  (Queenton): I
listened to the hon. member for Nundsh with
a good deal of interest, knowing quite well
that he is a public accountant, and it quite
cupable of dissecting figures, and ought to
be quite capable of giving a perfectly feasible
cxplanation of the whole pesition; but I
must confess that, when he sat down, I was
in just as big a fog as before he rose.

Lir. Krreo: That is not my fault.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I am quite pre-
pared to admit that it micht be my fault;
but, when the hon. member stated that the
Treasurer was right. and when he stated thas
the Auditor-General also was right, and when
the  Auditor-General hes stated that the
Treasurer is wrong. it must be admitted that
the hon. membier did not clear up that point.

There is no ambiguity about the statement
cf the Auditor-fyeneral. It is clear and dis-
tinct, e states that he formed the opinion
that the Loan Account, as presented on page
228 of his veport, was not correct. Thoere is
rothing misleading or ambiguous about that
statement. It is a plain straightforward
statement. Ie alto points out thet in times
gone by similar transactions took place on
more than one occasion, and they were not
shown in the zame method as they are now
being shown in the accounts. I know quite
well that, when the Treasurer previously
accupied that position, money was lent to
cther States as short-dated loans—I think six
months—and, when the Labour Party were in
power, I balieve the same kind of transaction
also tock place. If the prescnt method of
placing the finances hefore the public is
correct, then the method previously adopted
was wrong, If that is so, I never heard the
Treasurer taking any exception toit. I never

Mr. Winstanley.]



1196 Supply.

heard that previous Treasurers had adopted
wrong methods, or had not placed the finances
before this Chamber and +the countrs in a
correct manner. There is no question that
the two methods differ. I am just wonder-
irig whether the hon. member for Nundah
would present a balance-sheet to somebody
which did not show the full amount of assets
available. I heard him state yesterday that
he was a trustee; and I am perfectly certain
that, as a trustee, he would not think of not
aisclosing in a balance-sheet certain money
which shouid be shown,

Mr. KEeLso:
different things.

Mr., WINSTANLEY: The statement of
the Auditor-General is plain and distinet.
He says that he formed the opinion that the
method adoptad by the Treasurer was nob
correct; and he goes on to say

¢ Teruporary loans have been made to
other Ststss on many occasions, but no
entries were passed through the ILoan
Account which would have reduced the
balance of that account in the Treasurer’s
Annual Statement.”
That has been done on this occasion.

You are confusing two

I, together with other hon..members, look
forward with interest fo the explanation of
the Treasurer. I know that he has made a
certain statement in the newspapers; but I
do not know whether that statement satisfies
the Auditor-General, who has no opportunity
of replying to it; but I do know that his
explanation does not satisfy the public.
While the action of the Treasurer is not
actually wrong, it is not a plain statement
of the case for, while the £250,000 which has
been loaned to the Commonwealth for the
time being is certainly out of the State, it
will reappear in the Treusury before the end
of the wesr; and the Loan Account will then
appear in a better position than at the pre-
sent time, and will be eredited with the full
amount of- loan money—viz,, £5,000,000. If
the Treasurcr can offer no better explanation
than that given by the hon. member for
Nundah, then the position is not very satis-
factors.

Mr, HANLON (Ithaca): No cne in this
House has made any suggestion that the
Treasurer has done anything dishonest in
this matter. No one would attempt to think
that _he has run away with that quarter of a
million; but what we do want to call atten-
tion to is the fact that, by this new method
of accounting, he has endeavoured to zhow
the cash balance in the Lean ¥und as left by
the Labour Goverament a quarter of a million
less than it actually is, and also with a view
to showing mext vesr his own transactions
during the current year in a better light.

Mr. KeLsc: You cannot give a locan to the
Commonwealth Gevernment and have the
same cash balance as you had prior to grant-
ing the loan.

My, Maxwewn: He
better.

Mr. HANLON: Let us look ai the Loan
Fuand Account.  In the first line of the
cceount there appears the entry—

* Balance, 1st July, 1928, £5,651,807.”

In the Treasurer’'s next Financial State-
ment he will show the balance carried
forward in the Loan Account at £4,825,284,
therehv making the amount to credit of
the wzecount at the commencement of the
yedr show £250,000 less than it actually

[Myr. Winstanley.
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iz,  Actually the Treasurer has taken over
this vear with a balance in the Loan Account
of £5075,284. It is not so much the present
statement that we are complaining about,
but rather the effect that iv will have on
the statement that will be presented to
Parliament next year, when the commencing
balance will be shown at £4,825,2%4 instead
of £5,075,284. No one suggests that there
is anvthing dishonest about this matter, but
we do say that the system which the Trea-
surer has introduced tends to show that in
the last year of the Labour Administration
the Loan Account balance is £250.000 less
than it actually is. To say the least of it,
it is not correct bookkeeping.

Another thing which fits in with this
system is that the ‘Treasurer is budgeting
for £3,355,507 for the coming year so far
as loan expenditure is ccucerned, and has
to give some rcason to the public for not
providing the extra £2,000,000 that was
promised. The Government definitely pro-
mized to provide an extra £2,000,000 for the
velief of unemployment, and it would be very
difficult to explain away why the money
vas not provided if the Treasurer showed
{hat the Loan Account balance was over
£5.000,000 when he took over. It sounds
very much nicer from his point of view to
show that balance £250,000 less. There is
nothing dishonest about it, but I claim that
the system has boen introduced to enable
the Treasurer to secure a political advantage
in the next financial year.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Wynnum): The hon. member who has just
resurred his seat and other hon. members
opposite have evidently overlooked the fact
that there is a system in comnection with
finance which is ordinarily followed in the
commercial world. The hon. rember for
Ithaca stated that certain moneys were liely
to come in befere the close of the pr=ent
financial year. That is perfectly true but
I would draw the attention of hon. members
to the fact that the £250,000 referred to is
not cash in hand. Further, when that amount
is repaid, the Treasury will show it in its
nexi return,

What is the position with regard to local
authority loans, for instance? Repayments
on account of principal and interest appear
as being received during the year in which
they are actually received. In making up
his returns, how could any business man
show a promissory note which he had on
hand under the heading of ¢ Cash in hand ”?

My, PorLock: When you know the money
is available, it is an entirely different matter.

The TREASURER: There is apparently
a difference of opinion between us as to
the manner of keeping accounts, but, after
all, T am the officer responsible to this
House. After the Treasurer’s Financial
Statement had been prepared and presented
to the House, the Auditor-General came to
see me, and ventilated the matter now under
discussion after hon. members had bhren
practically placed in possession of all the
facts connected with the matter.

¢ the Auditor-General had felt that I was
making a mistake, at least it would have been
courteous for him to have come to me before
the accounts were presented fo this House,
I have szid in this Heuse previously, and I
repeat it. that no man who knows the
Auditor-General would suggest that he would
do an impronsr thing by me. I have bkeen
associaied with him as Accountant %o th=
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Treasury, and later as Auditor-General, and
I would not suggest that he would do any-
thing that was not right, but I think it would
have been at least nice of the Auditor-
(General to have come at the early stages
and said to me, I think you arc making
a mistake in connection with the furnishing
of your accounts.”” But he did not do so
until after the accounts were laid on the
table of the Iouse. I answered the Auditor-
(eneral when he interviewed me and stated
that I could take no exception to his perform-
ing what he conceived to be his duty.

fr Prssp: An auditor does not do that
with a private company.
The TREASURER: The hon. member

does not like the explanation. The faci
remains that this loan was for a fixed period.
The hor. member for Gregory said that I
could call it up at any moment. It is a
fixed loan for a certain period.

Mr., PessE: It represents cash.

The TREASTURER: I did not disturb the
Lion, member while he was speaking; he
m'ulenﬂ does not like my reply. A pro-
missory note does not represent cash. I can
remember  Mr. Micawber, “hen he had
signed 2 promissory note, saving, ‘“ Thank
{JOL thar debt’s paid,” but I do not know

that’ it was paid. In this cass the Auditor-
Genersl Is guite within his rights in calling
attontion to any matter 1'ela1mg to the pubhc
accounts. That is his duty, and the public
witl applaud him for domw anything which
he considlers to be his duty. Seeing that
members have taken the opportumty 14
into * Hansard ” something that
v the Auditor-General. I think it
for me to get my reply, which
appeared i rhe public papers, also inserted
in “ Hansard.,” This is what I said—

“In my opinion the Auditor-General,
in remarks with reference to the
temporary loan to the Commonwealth
Goverwment, has given undue prominence
to the mat which the circumstances
do not justifyv. e stutes that I have
und u“ved the balance of the Iloan
account at 30th June, 1929, by £250,000.
The ferts of the case are that this sum
was not in the cash balance of the account

that date, as it was on temporar:
loan to the Commonwealth Government.

hron.

qt“fo fir

his

The Auditor-General further remarks
that toenorary loans have been made to
other Stutes on many occasions, but no
entries were passed through the Lean
Account. That may be so, but because
the Treasuvy accounts w ere presented in
a cortain manner on previous occasions
does not bind me to follow the same

practice. T contend that I gave full pro-
"mnem 2 to “10 transaction in my Budget

on 25th Septemhber last. In-
C‘u%d ini wonch (page 7) are the cash
tran jons of the Loan Fund in which
the loan to the Commonweaith Govern-

ment of £309,000. and the rep:
a portmn‘£250ﬁ’)0—ar{—‘, clearly set out,
and T gave an explanation of the matter

(page 8).”
The facts are very clearly sot out in that
stotement.  One hon. member this morning

wanted to imply that it was done primarily
for political purposes.

Mr. P:issz: Perish the thought!
~ The TREASTURER: I am verv glad to
hear the hon. member say “ Perish the

thought I’ He may say it sarcastically; but

[25 OcToBER.]
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1 want to remind this House that, if the
hon. member would pursue practices of that
Ikind, the present Treasursr would not. When
people have truthful minds, naturally they
assume that others will regard things of this
kind in the same light as themselves. How-
ever, let me continue my statement to the
press—

“ Turthermore, the transaction is set
out in Table I of the table: accompany-
ing my Financial Statement. Nc athmpt
was made by me to cover up the fact
that £250,000 was oun loan to the Com-
monwealth Government on 30th June
last, and I maintain that the e\planat’ow
in my Budget Speeeli, together with the
tables which I have montloned, make it
amply clear that that sum was not
included in the cash balance of the Loan
Account on that date. If I had desired
to cloak the matter, I could have omitted
any inention of it in my speech, and
could have deleted the euntries from the
published statcment in the tables. This
vould have nccessitated showing the
transaction as a footnote to the state-
ment of the Loan Account. to the effect

that £250,000 was on temporary loan to
the Commonwealth Government. To
bave donc this woyld, in my opinicn,

have laid me open to the accusation of
trying o hide the matter., I have 10
hesitation in asserting that the position
has beea correctly shown by me.”

I sav that, notwithstanding w hat the
tor-General. has said. 1o is = genileman
for whom I have the greatest respect: bug,
after all, it is only a qat‘*](‘n of who is
right. It may be a question of *“fifty-lifty ”
as to who is right. I think the practice of
the departmeut is right. and I have the
courage to stand up for it and defend it in
this House. That is the position to-day.

“ Another subject 1o which the Audi-

Audi-

tor- aonelal gives prominence is  the
manner in which advances under the
Wire and Wire Netting Agreemeat have
been  dealt with., Ho gives it as his

opinion that the sum of £140.000 received
from the Commonwealth Government has
not been correctly shown in the Trea-
surer’s Accounts. I may sar that, before
this item was omitted from the public
debt of the State. the Commonwealth
Treasury was cousnlted, and the State
Treasary wes advised that the Com-
monwealth Goxmnmnnt dicd mot include
these advances in loans o ing by the
States to the Cox unan\\mlth

T ask if a Treasurer could have follownd any
. other practice, after having appealed to the
Commonwealth Governmenst?

“These advances are not inclnded in
the public debt for the purposes of the
Financial Agreement, as the Wirs Net-
ting Agreement contiins special ¢ xnlung
fund provisions. It was decided to treat
these advances as a trust account, and
they are shown in the Treasurcr’s State-
ment accordingly.”

{Opposition interjections.! TLabour Govern-
ments never do anything wrong, I suppose.
When they oppose ~1mh things as workers’
dwellings—as they did when that Bill was
introduced, for instanco—sometimes thev do
things which are wrong. The statement con-
tinues—

“I may add that Western Australia,
which State also receives advances under
the Wire Netting Agreement, does not

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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include the amouunts in the pubiic deht
of that State, and the Commonwealth
Treasurcr treals them as quite apulu
from the public debi of this State.”’

Tallk about the public outside! I venture to
say that the public outside will pay at least
as much attention—and porbaps a good deal
more attention—to the explanation of the
Treasurer, for the Treasuror can at least
say this—and he challenges anyoue opposite
to dispute it—that he has consistently pur-
sund straight practices in his public life.

Ay, CoLLivs:
Auditor-General ?

The TREASURER: It is not a reflection
on the Auditor-Ceneral. Notwithstanding
the insinuations that were made by some
hon. members in a very “ sugary’ kind of
way—the insinuations which were made that
improper things wers done by me——

Mr. Poriocx : You are an artist.

The TREASURER: I would not care to
be such an artist as the hon. member for
Gregory. I do not covet to be an artist in
that way b!(’duse if T did become an artist
in that way I might go to the * tote” and
get certain money and become exceedingly
“b(ml afterwards with what I got. BEut
perhaps it would be as well if T did not say
any morc cn that subjeet,

(Treasury—Chief

Is that a reflection on the

Resolution 2
agreed to.

Resolutions 3 to 10, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 11— Department
and Industry—Board of Trade
tion”’—

Hir. WARBEN (Hurrumba): I dssire to
draw the a ttention of the Government to the
fixing of the price of milk. Price fixing by
the Board of Trade and Arbi itration is loadwi
against the ploducer The consumer is
protected, but the producer who has to feed
his cows and produs milk fit for humaa
consumption, gets no protect’ion at all

Mr, Hyxrs:
tunity

Office)—

of Labour
and Arbitra-

'~ The producers have the oppor-
of putting their case before the Lioard.

Mr. WARREN: That makes it all the
worse, if the board fixes the price against
the preducer and in favour of the man who
has 1o responsibility in the matter. The
producer has his herd te keep up and all
the expenses of production to meet; and 1
draw the attention of the Govermment to
the miattor in the hope that in price-fixing
the producer will be protected.

Mr. Hyxrs: The producer is protected.
He submits evidence to tho board.

Mr. WARREN:
Mr. Hixrox:
itk now ?

er WARREN: Eightpence per quari,

. Haxvox: What is the fixed price fur
warm milk to the producer?

He is not protected at all.
What is the fixed price icr

Mr. WARREN: The producer is only g:t-
ting 11d. per gsllon or less. e s not pro-
tected. If 1d. or 2d. per gallon is knocked
ofl his price, the vendor can still go on

charging his 8d., and the producer has no

We have heard a lot about purn
; but how is it possible for the producer
to go on produsing an article fit for human
consumption if the price is always ag

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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him? If the producer got an equal shaie
with the consumer, he could manawe, but,
when it is all agamst the producer, 1t is
nn‘po sible for him to kecp up a supply of
milk for the people. T hope that the
rernment will malke & move, and give the
producar the same right as the consumer.

My, FOLEY (Leichhardd): 1 feel confident
that the hen, member for Murrumba is guite
wrong. I understand that the Board of
Trade and Arbitration takes all factors into
consideration beforo it fixes the price of any
comimodity, 1 cannot see how the system
can vork ~mlsfactovx‘" unless it has regard
to the case of the producer as well as to tha
of the conswner.

I want to raise the question of the Govern-
ment's policy as to pricefixing generally.
1 noticed recently that the price
[11.30 a.m.] of bread and the price of meat
had been decontrolled at Spring-
sure; and I should like to know whether 1t
is the policy of the Government gradually
to do away with price-fixing in Queensland.
Mr. Danier: So they should.

Mr. FOLEY Experience of the people
of Queensland has been that the establish-
nent of State burcner shops has caused a
treduction in the price of beef, whilst, on
the other hand, districts not enjoying those
establishments have had a very cruel expen-
ence at the hands of the exploiters. If the
Government carry out what is apparent]y
their avowed policy of decontrolling prices,
it will mean a reduction in the effective
wage of the workers. The system of price-
ﬁ*{ing acts as a material check on the

unscrupulous vetailer and distributor, who
i»« often inclined unnecessarily to e}xplmt the
public. I should like a pronouncement from
the Government as to their policy on the
matter.

Mr. HYNES (Townsville): When the hon.
member for Leichhardt inquired from the
Government whether they intended to abolish
price-fizing, oune hon. member supporting
the Government said that the Government
should do away with price-fixing.

Mr. DavieL: Absolutely !

Mr., HYNES: I take it that that is the
policy of the majority on the opposite side
of the House.

The SECRETARY FOR MInEs: You
take the worm out of a blind fowls beuk.

Mr., HYNES: A comparison between the
intelligence of a blind fowl and that of the
Secretary for Mines would favcur the fowl.
i was vitally interested in the question of
prico-fixing some months ago, when the
Secretary  for Labour and Industry sum-
moned g counference of union representatives.
At that conferense I asked him if it was the
intention of the Government to continue the
policy of price-fixing, and the hon. gentleman
gave his wolemn assurance to the delegates
that price-fixing would be continued in
Quecnsland. I sincerely hope that the policy
of price-fixing will be continued, particularly
in its relation to foodstuffs. I lkave noticed
that the disposal of State butcher shops in
the metropolitan area has aided considerably
in increasinig the price of meat.

The Secrrrary For MiInes: That is always
so in the dry season.

Mr. HYNES: Hear the geological genius
o occupies the position of Beeretary for
! The butcher talking about it being

would




Supply.

always o in the dry season! There has been
an increase in the price of meat since the
lisposal of the State buicher shops. It
be apparent to any student of the
subject that it is useless for the workers to
2 mloa‘h the Board of Trade and secure

F « in the nominal wage if the
Lffectx\“ wage 1s not preserved. The effec-
tive wage will be decreased if the policy of
price-fixing is not adhersd to. It would
really menn that what the workers secured
from the Board of Trade as industrialists
would be immediately taken from them as
consumers.  After fourteen years of Labour
1r‘g,slatlou and administration, Queensland is
in the happy position of bg1nn the cheapest
State in which to live; and one factor that
lins contributed to that happy condition has
been the operation of price-fixing in this
State. I sincerely hope that the Govern-
rmaent will not give effect to the desire of
the hon. member for Keppel. \Vhat will
be the position if after the workers have
approached the Board of Trade and a wage
is fixed, the exploiters and the distributors
of foodstuffs and clothing are permitted
to have an open go? What the workers

i

have secured from the board would be
immediately filched from them by trades-
people,

T believe that the margin which the distri-
butor of milk is receiving is too great; and
the producer should receive a greater return
than he is receiving at the present time.
This is an aspect of our milk supply to which
the Board of Trade should give considera-
tion under the regulations of the Profiteer-
ing Prevention Act of 1922 and endeavour
to deal with the question.

I ros» to protest against any attempt to
interfere with the work of the Board of
Trade in fixing prices of footstuffs, for I
candidly believe that 1mm041a+elv those
powers are taken away from the Board of
Trade there will be an increase in the cost
of living and a reduction in the purchasing
powers of the workers, and, consequently, a
reduction in the basic wage standard of
to-day. :

My, DU\LOP (Rockhampton): I have
received from the Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration a list showing the maximum prices
which may be nha‘ ged for beef in Rock-
hampton; and, in view of this discussion,
it is as well that I should quote one or two
items.  Under this list the price of meat in
Rockhampton has been increased consider-

ably; and I do not know how the working
class will be uble to pay the new prices
demanded.

The first item on the list I have received
s ““ Rump steak, Is. per 1b.” How are the

workers going to pay that price? That
price is absurd. Surely the Cabinet will not
permit these prices to be charged! Other
charges are—
Per 1b.
d.
Sirloin steak ... . Lo 11
Sirloin roast, 3 Th. or over .. 10
Corned beef, silverside ... ... 9%
Corned beef, round 8
Topside .. 9
Corned  beef, brisket (without
bone) ... .. 8
Sausages . .. o T
How can the wo: 1\er‘ ICu,IIV affora to pay

those high prices?
A CoveERNMENT AleMBER: What Is the price
of brains?

[25 OcroBER.]
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If the hon. member knew
the value of brains, he would considerably
enhancc their serviece by their use. The
bon. member would know, after eating them,
that brains are nutritious, Nurses in hospi-
tals serve them to the sick. When these
stupid 1wfow]ect10n= took plece, I was point-
ing out that the poorer classes would be con-
siderably hit by this new price list for beef.
if a worker is to keep in a robust state of
health, he must have proper foodstuffs—
faodstufls which give him the necessary nutri-
tion. From what I can sce of the new price
list, the poorer classes will have to avail
themselves of these items—

Mr. DUNLOP:

d.
Shin beef .. 3
Beef flank ... b
Stewing steak .. R

I hope the Premier will recognise the posi-
tion that the country is in—he has already
told us how stringent the money market is—
and give the Board of Trade a gentle hing
or whisper that he will not agree to an
increase in the price of beef until such time
as the country is in a better position to mect
an increase. Perhaps the Minister who deals
with this particular matter will tell us how
the prics of cattle to-day compares with what
it was when meat was sold very much
cheaper to the public.
Mr. Hynes: The closing of the

butcher shops has affected the position.

Mr. DUNLOP: Whether the present posi-
tion is due to the closing of these shops or
not, I trust the Government will take some
action immediately.

STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): I think
it is onlv poctic justice that the hon. member
who has just resumed his seat should be the
first to tell the people in his electerate the
disastrous results that have followed the
clorsing of the State butcher shops. During
the last election campaign hon. members on
this side pointed out that onc of the con-
tributing factors to the low price at which
meat was sold to the public was the fact that
the State butcher shops prevented unfair
methods of trading being indulged in by
private shops, with dﬂtmmental effects to the
public. Now the people of Queensland wiil
learn, as Rockhampton has Iemned that the
butchering activities of the State were a
protection to the great mass of people against
the imposition of high prices.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Mfurilla): The hou.
membor who has just resumed his seat knows
that what he stated is absolutely incorrecs.
Anyone who knows anything about the catiie
business is aware that for some time afier
the war the price of cattle was so unprofit-
able as to drive many people from the catile
business into the sheep industry, thousands of
acres previously used for cattle-raising being
converted into sheep country. The loss on
the State stations clearly indicates my point.
At one period in the North the butchers
could purchase the best meat for 12s. 6d.,
15s., or 189s. per 100 Ib. To-day the Brishane
price is approximately £2 per 100 Ib.

Mr. Hyves: Still you sold one cof the
State stations to Love for £3 per head.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
When cattle were selling at a reasonably f(_.l
price the State stations sold cattle to the
State butcher shops for £2 per head less
than would have becn received in the open

Hon, Godfrey Morgan.}
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mavkets. It did not matter to hon. mernt
opposite that the State stations made a h
loss so long as the State butcher shops co
show a profit. Thousands of cattle wear
treated in that way.

Mr. Hy~xes: The consumer got the besnslit,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member who complains about the
price of meat increasing should know that
at the present moment, fortunately for this
State, the prices obtainable for eattle are
improving and the producer of cattle is now
in a pesition to make a living, which for
years he could not.

The SPEAKER: Order!
hon. member
the vote.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
understand the vote now being discussed
includes  price-fixing. An  hon. member
wanted to know why the price of meat was
greater to-day than it was years ago, and 1
was pointing out that, whereas meat could
be purchased by the butchers at from 12s. 6d.
to 15, per 100 1b. some years ago, the price
to-day was £2. Surely under those circum-
stances the price of meat to the consumer
must be increased, although hon. members
opposite endeavour to make out that the
rise In prices has been due to the closing
down of the State butsher shops!

My, Fowey: You arc talking about Bris-
Lane now.

The BECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member ought to kuow that the
Brisbane marke! rules the priecs throughout
the State, the Brisbane price being refiected
proportivnately in the prices at Rockhampton
and Townsville.

I would ask the
to connect his remarks with

In Sydney to-day prime beef is sclling at
£3 per 100 Ib.—£1 per 100 lb. higher than
tlia price at Tnoggera. In Melbourne and
Adelaide prime beef is being sold at £3 5s.
per 100 lb. The rcsson why thess high
prices are being paid to-day is because theve
1s a shortage of catftle in Australia. Why
15 there a chortage of cattle? QOwing to the
fact that in the past the industry was so
unprofitable that people want out of cattle;
and the hon. member ought to know that.

Mz Poriock: We know sou sold the
Btate cattle stations on a rising market.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Taking everything into consideration, we
got a very good price for the Stale cattle
stations.

Mr. Hyxrs: You did not get £3 per head
for the stock.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Nonzense! The hon. member does not
know what he is talking about. The hon.

member for Rockhampton ought to make
inquiries from the Rockhampton butchers,
vho, I am sure, will bs quite prepared to
give him the price paid to-day for prime
beef as compared with what was paid several
years ago. We know that the cost of
sjaughtoring is very great. We know that
the man who cuts up a beast receives £53
in wages; so that, if a butcher buys a bul-
lock for £16 in the yard, he must add £3 to
the cost for cutting up and selling cver the
counter. All these matters have to be taken
into cousideration; and it is no use hon.
members opposite endeavouring to lead the
people to believe that beef has gone up in
price simply because the State butcher shops

[Hon. Godfrey Morgan.
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have been sold. To-day you cun buy mutton
at 2d, and 3d. per Ib. Why is it that mutton
can be bought so cheaply? 1t is owing to the
fzct that cheep have come Jdown in value,
At one time you paid Is, per !b. for chops.

When wool was worth 36d. per pound,
sheep were worth from £2 5s, to £3 per

head. At the present moment you can buy
fat sheep from 19s. upwards. As a result,
mutton can be bought at from 2d. to 3d. per
lb., notwithstanding the sale of the State
butcher shops. It would not be correct or
fair 1o claim that mutton is cheap to-day and
that beef is dear becausc of ihe sale of the
State butcher shops. Beef is dear because
of the high price of cattle; and mutton is
cheap because of the low price of sheep.

At 11.48 a.m.,

The CuatrMax or CoarmitTres (Mr. Roberts,
Zlast Toowoomba), relieved the Speaker in
the chair,

Mr. HANLON (Paddingion): The Secre-
tary for Railways has made a rather remark-
able admission. In discussing the price of
beef he has admitted that the State cattle
stations have been thrown away at scrap
vrices at a time when he says that there is
a shortage of cattle in the country and that
the beef market is rising. Evidently the
Government knowingly made a sacvifice of
these properties when they knew the value
was rising day by day, and the State had a
better opportunity of getting a return from
that property had the sales been held over
for a little time. e saxs the price of beef
1s high now because cattic are dear; yet we
{ind a group of cattle stations were sold the
other day at an average price of £3 per
head of the stock on them, with the improve-
ments thrown in. If that was a fair price
to pay, it will not convince the people that
cattle are dear. However, that is by the
way. 1t is remarkable that the Iinister
should sav they sold at a scrap price on a
rising market.

The StcrErsny ror Rawways: Thet is rot
true; I did not say that.

Mr. HANLON: The price of meat i3
rising day br day. The hon. gentleman said
reeat was 12s. 6d. per 100 Ik, & couple of
vears ago, and it is now £3 per 100 lb. in the
Souath.  He says this rise is the cffect of a
beaf shortage; vet we find the cattle stations
were thrown away. If is undesirable for a
Government to buy station propsrty at a
peak period in meat; but it is bad to = ‘_H. in
a period of depression knowing that a rising
price ix coming.

One of the moit scusible actions of the late
Government with regard to price control was
the handing over of the fixing of prices io the
same authority which fixes wages. We have
heard a good deal of talk about a vicious

circle—~that a rise in wages causcs a I in
prices, and that a vise in price is a justifica

tion for another rise in wages. It was states.
maniike on the part of the late Government
to leave the fixing of the prices of commodi-
ties in the hands of the aquthority which fixes
the cost of Jabour. It has operated success-
fully—I do not think anyone can say it has
operated harshly. The Board of Trade and
Arbitration has given very fair eonsideration
to claims put forward by producers or whole-
sale suppliers. The fact that the board has
been conferring with the wholesalers and
suppliers is proof that in many cases goods
are sold at a less rate than the wholesale price
fixed by the Board of Trade and Arbitration.
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The hon. member for Murrumba said that

suppliers were getting too littls for their
milk. I understood him to say that the
Board of Trade and Arbiiration has not

fixed the price of milk, a;)d if that
then the hoard has not
price,

Mr. WARREX:
ducer’s price,

Mr., HANLOXN: If it has not fixed the
producer’s price, in what way is it affecting
the price of milk? The hon. member sald
the Board of Trade and Arbitration is allow
ing the distributors to get too wmuch.

Mr. Warrexn: I did not say that at all.

Mr. HANLOXN: If it bas not fixed the
producer’s price of milk, in what way is it
interfering with the producer getting a fair
price? E\ic.mtlv he wishes the Roard of
Trade and Arbitration to fix a fair price for
milk.

Mr. WARREN :

is so,
fized the minimuwn

It has not fixed the pro-
)Y

Nothing of the so

Mr. HANLON: I cannot undsrestand what
the hon. member means. Evidently the milk
suppliers are getting the best price they can
get. If it is not fixed, they are getting the
best price possible in the market; but I
understeod that it was fixed. When the
price of milk was fixed during the war,
many wholesalers were selling “milk at a
lower price than that fixed bv “he Board of
Trade and Arbitration, which showed that
the board had not been harsh in fixing the
price,

The same applies to groceries. In many
cases groceries were sold at lower prices
than those fixed by the Board of Trade and
Arbitration, showing that the board had not
been harsh in fixing the maximum price at
which groceries could be sold.

'lhele is another rcason why I hope the
Board of Trade and Arbitration is not gom;;
to be harsh in its price- ﬁhth activitl

Just
recently the Government, in addition to
parting with State stations, disposed of the
State cannery, which was paving interest

on a capital value of £62,600, and .nal\zn a
profit in addition. Hon. members oopos1te
‘rhougnt jam could be produced more cheaply
by that factory if it were under _private
enterprise. If there was anything in their
argument, the present owners of the cannery
should be able to produce jam much more
cheaply than the State cennery, which was
paying interest on a capital value of £62,000,
because they got it for something in the
vicinity of ;€51,000. Therefore, on the same
turnover, and with the same system of man-
agement, it would be returning double the
interest rate which it was retlumng to the
Government. If the present management
is more efficient, we should look for a
decrease in the price of jam in this State;
bhut we find jam dealers” are now advising
clients to buy jam against the rise. That
leads me to thmk that we are faced in the
near future in Brisbane with a rise in the
price of jam.

I hope that the Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration will be allowed by the Govern-
ment to discharge its legitimate functions,
and that it will not be interfered with in

its  protection of the (‘o..pumer from this
barefaced exploitation which he is
confronted. The board hab not given satis-

faction to everybody—no public utility has
ever satisfied every member of the community
—but, in the main, its operations have been

1929—4 &
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and no
been in any way

a great benefit to the consumers;

one can say that it has

harsh to suppliers.
Resolution (Department

Iundustry—Board of

zgreed to.
Resolutions 12, 13, and 14 agreed to.

of Public

of Labour and
Trade and Arbitration)

Resolution 15— Depariment
Worlks—DBuildings "—

Mr. BARBER (Bundubery): Sbemg that
the Secretary for Public Works is also Secre-
tary for Tublic Instruction, he may be
able to {_,lve me some information as to the
building of an intermediste school at Bunda-
y 1 want to emphasise that L](, aceom-

berg
modumon in  the snhuols in  Bundaberg,
side of the river,

cspecially on the south 1
On wvisiting the Socuth Bun-

13 overtaxed.

daberg school, I found thai the tcachers
reported a large increase in  enrol-
ment, and had had to bring in new seats,

and that in some cases the rooms were called
upon to accommoudte eight, ten, and twelve
more pupils in classes than OIdmarll‘ they
should. The department will have to make
(,Oxleu(‘léle(, extensions to the South Bunda-

arg school or else provide for an inter-
medlate school. I know that the establish-
ment of intermediate schools s in its infancy;
and it may be some time before it is decided
what is to happen in Bundaberg. The diffi-

calty applies alzo to the Central school,
but mostly to the South Bundaberg school;
and I would like to know whether any action

bas yet been taken regarding an extervsmu
of the latter or ihe provision of an inter-
mediate school.

Mr, HYNES (Towasville): I want to refer
to a matter I endecavoured to discuss on
ancther vote yesterday—the change in the
policy of the Government from the day-

tabour system to the contract system, so
far as it affeets public or seﬁu govnxnmapt
bodics, such as hospital boards.

[12 noon.]}

In my opinion, the members of the Towns-
ville Hospital Board were placed in a very
unfair position. Certain additions to the
hos pltul were required, and, as a result of
its experience with the Departmeﬂt of Public
Works, the board decided to allow that
department to carry out the work by day
Iabour. They were informed that they would
not be permitted to have the work con-
structed by the department, and were
obliged to call tenders for the major por-
tion of the job. I want to say, for the
credit of the Minister, who received a deputa-
tion on the matter, that he agreed to a com-
sromise to the effect that the foundation
work should be carried out by day labour
so that there would he no cessation in the
work. The hospital boards are responsible
for the financing of the institutions, and
they should be permitted to carry out their
work in the most economical way; but,
having decided in this case that the work
should be carried out by the department, they
were told that they would have to abide bV
the policy of the new Government. That 1is
wrong. There is an analogy between hospi-
tal boards and local authorities with respect
to their connection with the Government;
and I would like to know whether the local
authorities are to be coerced in a similar
fashion.

The West End State school at Townsville—
a very old building—one of the oldest in
North Queensland—when constructed, was

Mr. Hynes.]
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placed very close to the ground. For years in regard to this matter; and I regret that
I have agitated for the raising of this  the Dremier so far has not given us an
school upon high blocks, because it would opportunity to discuss this agreement, or to

then provide additional accommodation and
a cooler place in which to conduct classes.
This would be of material advantage from
the point of view of the health of ‘children
and teachers alike, particularly during the
summer months. The cost involved is smaH
and I urge upon the Minister the necessity
for attending to this urgent requirement as
soon as the necessary finances arc available.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan): 1
can assure the hon. member for Bundaberg
that the matter mentioned by him will
receive serious consideration. The policy
of the Government in connection with inter-
mediate schools is similar to the policy of
the previous Government, as I have already
announced.

In reply to the hon. member for Towns-
ville, I say quite candidly that I counter-
manded the instructions in connection with
the addition to the Townsville hospital that
were proposed to be carried out by day
labour. I intimated that the contract system
would have to be adopted. I make no
apology for that action. 1 am speaking
from memory, and I regret that I have not
the exact ﬁgmes available at the moment
so that I might give them to the House,
but my action has already saved the people
of Townsville over £2,000. I can say with-
out any hesitation that at least £2,000—
probably £3,000—has been saved by the
substitution of the contract system for day
labour in the crection of this building. So
far as the raising of the West End State
school is concerned, I will give this matter
attention, and have it brought before the
department.

Resolution (Department of Public Works—
Buildings) agreed to.

Resolutions 16 and 17 agreed to.

Resolution 18—“Department of
Chief Office™

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): This party is con-
cerned with the future development of our
State coalmines. T understand that in the
eurly stages of the session the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen asked a question relative
to the Government's policy in connection
with State coalmines, and was informed that
it was the intention of the Government$ to
discontinue operations in all State coalmines
oxcept the Bowen State coalmine. I also
understand that since then the Secretary
for Mines has made certain arrangements
for the carrying on of the Xfount Mulligan
State coalmine by the miners on tribute. I
do not know whether that experiment will be
suceessful or not, because, unfortunately, the
mitiers have a]ready struck trouble in market.
ing their product, through the non-washiag
of the coal on account of the expense. Ti
looks as though the new arrangement will
not be remunerative to the miners. We hopeo
it will be so, because it will be a pity if
that mining field is closed down

I am sorry the Premier is not in his lece
hecause I wanted to discuss the future policy
of the Government with regard to the over-

cas marketing of coal, and, more particu-
1'111‘7 the agreement that was entered into by
the late Glovernment with Mr. H. C. Sleigh
for the overseas marketing of the coal from
the Bowen State coalmine. Certain charges
were made on the floor of this Chamber

[3r. Hynes.

Mines—

appoint a select committee to analyse the
statements that were made. Personally, 1
consider that, before the Estimates were
finalised, it would have been advantageous
if this matter had been cleared up. QCertain
charges were made in connection with this
agreement, and those charges should either
be vroved or withdrawn. I say unbesita.
tingly that it is not right that charges should
be made under the cloak of parliamentary
privilege.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Lir. PHEASE: We are concerned about
the marketing of our coal overseas. We
realise that any attempt made to market our
coal overseas will be a good thing for the
State. We realise that, if any scheme for
the overseas marketing ‘of our coal is inter-
fered with, or is not continued, it will be a
very bad thing for the State. Hveryone
by s that our great problem to-day is the
{mdmg of markets for our products. In
Queensland it is not so much a question of
production, more particularly with respect
to coal, as it is of markets. The question
is to find suitable markets. Our local market
i3 limited, and naturally the market we are
looking for is an overseas market. An
attempt was made by the late Government
to do something in this direction. Anyone
who knows anything about mining knows
that an increased output means decreased
overhead expenses, decreased cost of produe-
tion, and a gleater oppoxtunlt" of making
the mine a payable proposition. OCur
problem at the Bowen State coalmine was
to reduce the cost of production; and the
idea of the late Government in attempting
to establish an overscas market for that coal
was to_ reduce the cost of production and

make the mine a payable one. It certainly
W0uld provide more employment, and w ould
be of great benefit to North Queensland
generally. That was the principal reason
which actuated the late Secretary for Mines
and the late Government in entering into
that agreement.

I notice that the Auditor-General discusses
that agree ment in his report, and pmms out
that the price is too low. TIf the price has
turned out to be too low, then most certainly
it should be reviewed. As I say, the idea of
the late Government was to develop the
activities of the mine and to find new
markets for the coal produced. It is well
known to any business man that, after the
first expenditure of a business has been met.
there is generally a movement to expend
money in the development of the business,
and to place more goods on the market. In
entering into this agreement the idca was
that a certain amount of money would be
allowed to the other party to the agreement
for advertising purposes. As the hon. msm-
ber for Bowen very ably pointed out, the
qentloman concerned rendered excellent ser-
vice in that regard, and spent a considerable
amount of money in advertising and e\plolt-
ing new markets, I understand thst quite
recently the Premier saw that gentleman.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 1
would ask the hon. member to keep in 'nd
that there is a definite notice of motion on
the business sheet propesing that the whole
matter of the Sleigh agreement should he
inquired into. I know it is difficult to dra
the line of demarcation, but I ask the hon.
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member to remsmber the notice of motion
which stands in his own name.

Mr. POLLOCK
point of order——
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order!

is no point of order.

My, POLLOCK : You ought to let me state
it. Under the Standing Orders I am entitled
to do so.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have merely
drawn the attention of the hon. member for
Herbert to a certain matter. The hon, mem-
ber for Herbert-has the floor.

Mr. POLLOCK: Am I not entitled to
state a point of order?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes.

Mr. POLLOCK : My point of order is that,
no doubt, vour ruling would be that, as there
is a notice of motion on the business paper
in connection with this matter, hon. members
are not entitled to anticipate it. That is
strictly in accordance with parliamentary
procedure, and it might be all right, pro-
vided we are ever allowed to d1seuss that
motion. If the Government would give us
some indication——

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. POLLOCK : As to whether we shall
be allowed to discuss it——

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Ihave
already stated that there will be an oppor-
tunity of discussing it on a motion now on
the business paper.

My. POLLOCK : But will we be afforded

an opportunity of discussing that motion?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot say.
Mr. Pease,

Mr. PEASE: In dealing with this matter
it is very difficult not to be drawn on io
discuss certain points which may be out of
order. If the Premier would indicate—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I do
not want any mxbunﬂcrs’candmg on this mat-
ter. I am not going to allow the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition to get a discussion
on this matter when he knows that he will
have an opportunity of discussing it later.

Mr. Poriock: We do not believe we will
have a later opportunity.

Mr. PEASE: I am concerned as to what
will happen in future regarding the overseas
market for Bowen coal. Tt is only fair that
the Premier should let us know what is
taking place in that regard.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no
objection to that.

Mr. PEASE: We know that the Premier
has seen Mr. Sleigh, and I think he should
give the House some information regarding
that interview with reference to the future of
Bowen coal. We want to see a satisfactory
oversea market established for Bowen coal,
and we want to know what the Government
intend to do.

Mr. Marer: Do
coal away?

Mr. PEASE : We want the Government to
attend to these matters. The hon. member
who_interjects is not a business man, or he
would realise that money must be kpan in
exploiting new markets. Does the hon. mem-

{Gregory): 1 rise to a

There

vou still want to give the

[25 OcroBER.]

Supply. 1203

ber forget that butter and sugar ave sold
overseas at a lower price than in Quecens-
land, simply with the objest of building up
a market for our surplus production? The
great sugar industry that I have the honour
to represent =sells sugar over=eas at £10 yper
ton solely to make & market, whereas here
it is sold for over £20 per ton.
Mr. Ke¥xy: It is bad business,

Mr. PIEASI: The hon. member should
talk to his Secrctary fer Agriculture, and
tell him that it is bad business. Hverybody
knows that it is necessary to do this sort
of thing, more particularly in a primary
producing State. Something has to be dons
1in regard to our coalmines, and what we are
concerned wbout is, What is going to be the
future regarding the overseas market for
this coal?/ The Labour Government did
initiate something which was for the benefit
of the coal indusiry of Queensland and for
the bencfit. more particularly, of Bowen
and the Bowen State coalmine. We have
there a fine class of coal, which only needs
to be known overseas, when a constant
market will be obtained for it. Arrange-
ments were tmade by the Labour Govern-
ment to sce that an overseas market was
opened up.

We want to know what is going to happen
in the handling of that coal so far as Towns-
ville is concerned. The agent there only
got a small wage of £7 per week. He did
excellent work. He worked up trade for
coal all over the place, and we want to
know what is going to happen now that
that man has been dismissed. We think it
is a wrong thing to dismiss a good servant.
I understand the Department of Mines, in
giving Myr. Byrne his notice of dismissal,
tendered him a compliment for the good
work he had done; and anyone who knows
anything abous Mr. Byrne in Townsville
knows that he is an excdlent man. I do a
good deal of travelling in North Queens-
land, and I know Mr. Byrne did a lot of
traveiling and went to a lot of trouble to
recure a trade. ITe worked night and day
looking for a market for coal, and inter-
xle“ed the sugar people and the meatworks.
He is 1(\cogm>0d as one of the most cop-
scientious oiicers the Government ever had;
yet, for some reason or other, this man has
been dismissed, Is the Depmtment of Mines
going to see that an official is appointed to
attend to the marketing of that coal? This
man worked up a very fine market for the
coal, and it is the duty of the Government,
more particnlarly when you have such an
excellent mine and such excellent coal as
the Bowen coal, tc see that that product is
put before the people and a good market
found for it. It is astounding to me to
realise that a man who was doing good
work m that respect should have been dis-
missed. I do not know of any man who
can fill the position as well as Mr. Byrne
did.

In connection with the overseas trade, if,
as the Auditor-General says, the price is
too low, then a review of the position should
take place. 'When the arrangement was
made, no one anticipated the position that
has since arisen in the coal trade. At the
time the agreement was made, there was no
trouble in the Southern coalfields, and natu-
rally there was no interstate trade. The
trade provided for was essentially an over-
scas trade. Anybody who knows Bowen
will know, as the hon. member for Bowen so
ably pointed out, that the shipping facilities

Mr. Pease.]
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there are very good. Steamers have come
there from all parts to take coal. An over-
cpas trade has been worked up, and we ave
concerned to know what is going to happen
in the future in regard to that trade. It 1s
a good thing for the district and if the
trade is developed it is going to_mean a
big thing to the Bewen coalmine. The hon.
momber for Durrum, who is the only member
on the Governmint side wio understands
the coal Lusiness, considers that the Bowen
coalmine is the only coalmine  that
should be kept by the State. What we are
concerned about is what is to be the future
development of that mine.

I am sorry we are not permitted to deal
with the other mafter. The Premier has
not been fair to this House. He has certain
information; he has had interviews with the
people handling this matter, but he is not
prepared to give that information to the
House. All we are concerned about is 1o
have the matter cleaned up properly.
am sorry we are not able to discuss that
matter. 1 think the Deputy Speaker’s ruling
on the matrer is correct: but I think the
Premier has treated this side of the IHouse
very unfairly in the matter,

The DEPTUTY SPEAKER: Order! I am
not going to allow the hon. member to debate
the action of the Premier on this resolution.
There will be an opportunity leter to discuss
the matter.

3y, PEASE: I am quite prepared to
apologise for any remarks I have made with
regard to the Premier, if he will let us have
tiie matter discussed. What we ave con-
cerned ahout is what is going to be the fuiure
of the overscas market for this particular
commodity. We want to know what is going
o, and tke Premier should give us what
information he has. That 1s only fair.
Innucndoes are thrown out; aspersions arc
made; newspaper confroversy goes on; and
this is the place where these remavks should
be made. I understand the Premier has
made statements to the newspapers in regard
to the marketing of Powen coal. He
should msuke them in this Flouse. There is
no reflection on the Premier in saying that.
This is the place, and now is the time,
we are discussing the Mines Dstimates is
the time when e should be told exactly
what 1s going to happen. We should know
why that man in Townsville was dismissed:
what is going to happen in the future; and
what the Government’s position is going to
be regarding the overseas trade. What we
object to is that Parliament is used to cloak
attacks made on certain people.

The DEPUTY SPEAKXER: Order!

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I regret very
reuch that, when the Mines Estimates were
under discussion, I was unable to be pre-
sent, as I was suffering at the time from
illness. As one who has taken a very keen
interest in the development of the Bowen
coalfield, having seen it at its very early
stages when there were practically no people
thera at all, and having seen the growth of
the population to over 2,000 people, I am
anxious to sec that nothing is done that will
injure the further development of that
important coalfield. I was always under the
impressicn—maybe I was wrong—that any-
thing that appeared in the Auditor-Gencral’s
report could be discussed in this House; but
I find from a ruling just given by you, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, that we are prevented to

[M r. Pease.
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somme extent from discussing matters men-
tioned in that report.

I have no wish to get round your ruling;
but I want to say a few words in connection
with the export of coal from Bowen, and
the stand I have always taken in connection
with that matter. The attitude I took up
in the carly stages of the develcpment of the
Bowen coalfield was that, in the interests of
the Bowen Harbour Board on the one hand
and the railways on the other, and to create
permanent employment for the miners on the
field, it was desirable that we should try
to build up an export trade in coal. I
realised that we were up against a very eilff
proposition indeed, as Newcastle coal was
known throughout the whole of the civilised
world; and to get our coal on the market
it was pecessary that the price should be
reduced. Iveryone knows that people who
have been accustomed for a considerable time
to deal with a commodity like coal are verw
conservative in regard to taking coal from
a source other than that from which they
have proviously obtained it. Therefore, with
a view of trying to enable the Bowen Har-
bour Board to mcet its liability to the Go-
vernment, after £200,000 had been spent in
equipping one of the finest jetties in Queens-
land if not in the whole of the British
Empire, with loading cranes equal to any-
thing to be found in any part of the world,
it was necessary to take certain action. On
more than one occasion 1 not only inter-
viewed the late Secrctary for Mines, but wrote
letters to the Mines Department and to the
then Premier, urging that, if Queensland
was to get an export trade in coal, it was
necessary that the price should be reduesd,
and necessary, perhaps, to reduce it below the
cost of production. After a considerable
time the (Government agreed to the proposal,
and I am very pleased to say that to a
certain extent it was a success.

In his report the Auditor-General shows
that the cost of production in 1927-28 was
13s. 9.30d., and for 1928-28 13s. 11.95d. 1Ile
also shows that the average price received
last vear for certain coal that was exported
was 11s. 4.3d. per ton. The amount of that
coal that was exported was 27,402 tous 15
cwt.  On that coal, therefore, the figures
showed a loss of approximately 2s. 7d. per
ton. I have given a good desl of time to
this question, and I wish to point out to the
House that it was only in the financial year
1927-28 that the State’s royalty on coal was
increased from 6d. to 1sx. per ton. If the
royalty is increased, naturally profits are
decreased; and the point I want to make is
that there was not a loss of 2s. 7d. a ton on
thet coal, because, if there had been no
export trade—the bulk of the coal went to
New Caledonia—the State would not have
benefited to the extent of that Is. per ton,
because the coal would have remained in the
ground. The State received £1,370 in
royalty in respect of the export of that
particular coal, which it otherwise would
not have received. Of course, more coal
than that was exported from Bowen; but I
am dealing with this particular coal, and I
want to point out that the Auditor-General
has not taken into consideration—as he ought
to have done—the factor I have just men-
tioned. If that cocal had remained in the
ground it would have been of no value to
anyone, and to that extent the loss on that
particular quantity of coal is lessened.

I emphasise that very few members realise
that, while the profits of the State coalmine
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at Bowen are stated in the Auditor-General's
report as a little over £4,718, no mention
was made by the Auditor-General of the
royalty paid to the Department ¢f Mines,
which, on the whole output of the mine,
amounted to a great deal more than those
profits,  That fact needs to be taken into
consideration.

I am naturally intercsted in this export
trade. Why not? Iias it not incrc
employment on the water front at Bowen?
Have we not a larger number of men engaged
there than have worked there for years past,
as a result of the fact that we have worked
up this export trade and stcamer bunkering
trade? Has all this not meant an increased
business for the people of Bowen and
mcreased traffic on our railways? Has 1t
not meant increased employment at the State
mine? Has not all this meant an increase
in the earnings and consequently in the
spending capacity of the people, enabling
them to buy many more commodities than
they would have been able to afford if they
had had less employment?

[12.30 p.m.]

If the Government are not prepared to do
these things in connection with the export
trade in coal, and they are not prepared to
make any sacrifice which would mean pro-
bably that they would lose on the one hand
but would gain on the other, if they are not
prepared {o do these things and thereby
provide constant employment, then there is
no hope for the futurc development of
Quecensland or of Australia. THave not the
same things been done in connection with
our sugar industry, and do they not prae-
tically apply in connection with our butter
production? A lesser price is received for

the products exported overseas than that
paid in Australia,

_ The Auditor-General’s report iz a very
important report, and for the frst time

since I have been in Parliament we are
not allowed to discuss a part of that report.
I claim the right to discuss any part of the
report, even though it might refer to the
Sleigh agreement, which it does. Owing to
the state of my health I have no desire to
come into coufliet with the Chair—it would
do me no good. I am spcaking under
great difficulties even at the present time.
I have risen on this occasion only because
I have taken such a keen interest in this
question and a keen interest in the develop-
nient generally of my electorate, of which
I am very proud, becauze no electorate in
Quecensland has shown the same rapid pro-
gress and development, not only in con-
nection with coalmining but in connection
with every other matter. Naturally I do not
wish to sec anything done that might injure
the development of that part of Queensland
which I have the honour to represent in this
Parliament. I do not know anything about
what took place when Mr. Sleigh visited
Brisbane recently, nor do I know anything
about the interview that he had with the
Premier, or whether the Premier referred
the matter to the Sceretary for Mines. More
than likely the Secretary for Mines will
tell us all about it when he rises to reply,
Although our views may be opposed politic-
ally, I take it that the hon. gentleman, as
Secretary for Mines, does not want to do
anything—at least I hope not—that would
be likely to injure the development of the
Bowen coalfield. When 1 ascertained from
the Commonwecalth “ Year Book ” that South
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Australia consumed a very large quantity of
coal, I regretted that we had not a more
up-to-date Government at the present time
to deal with the matter. It would pay the
Secretary for Mines to follow in the foot-
steps of Mr. Thomas, a member of the
British Labour Goverament, who did not
hesitate, when visiting <Canada, to take
samples of coal with him with a view to
establishing a trade with Great Britain,

The time of the Minlzter would be well
spent in a journey to South Australia to
interview the Premier, the Secrctary for
Railways, or the Commissioner for Ruilways
in that State. The time would be well
spent in a visit to Victoria. Victoria con-
sumes 500,000 tons of coal in excess of the
production in that State. There should be
great possibilities for the opening up of a
coal trade in the Southern Siates, not only
for the Bowen coalfield but for the whole
of Queensland. I believe that we have the
areatest coal deposits of any State in the
Commonwealth. I have endcavoured to prove
that, as a result of the development of the
Bowen coalfield, those engaged on the water
front are enjoying increased employment, the
railwaymen have more constant employment,
and the coalminers have had more constant
employment than has been the case in the
past. If we are able to increase the earning
capacity of the¢ workers in the community,
then it means gencral prosperity all round.

I shall now deal with the question of
prospecting. I willingly admit that I have
met with fair treatment in the past from
the ex-Secretary for Mines, and 1 have had
fair treatment from the present Minister
in connection with the prospecting vote;
but for years I have been dissatisficd with
the amount of money voted for prcspecting.
In my clectorate there exists a large mineral
belt of country. For wears I was unable
to convince the ex-Seccretary for Mines of
the necessity for a proper method of pros-
pecting. If he had remained In office for
another twe or three years, I might have
heen suceessful in convincing him. We have
had the experience of individual prospectors,
Lut results have not been satisfactory.

My idea of prospecting—and I have advo-
cated it in this House for vears, just as I was
the first man in Parliament to advocate
the geophysical system of prospecting—is
that a prospecting party should go out under
a trained geologist. Let me give hon. mem-
bers an illustration. To the south of the
Bowen coalfield is a vast mineral field reach-
ing to within a few miles of Proserpine. A
geologist should be placed in charge of the
srospecting party, and should take an area
of country in that district 10 miles wide
and examine it geologically. A party of
five or six men could do all the testing that
is required. If a shaft were required to be
sunk, it could be sunk under the supervision
of the geologist. By that method we might
make some discovery that would be for the
benefit of Queensland. Speaking as an old
miner, I know that a number of men who
oo out prospecting know very little about
minerals outside of gold: and this prospect-
ing party under the trained geologist could
lock for all minerals. I am quite satisfied
that they would get good results. I would
like to sece this proposal carried out in my
clectorate, besause within it is the old
Normanby goldfield, to which, in company
with a geologist, I paid a visit in order
to get a proper insight into the field. I
told the people of Bowen that I would not

Mr. Collins.]
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favour any attempt being made to open up
veefs that were worked years and years
ago, for I veulise that those old miners had
a Jarge amount of intelligence, that they
knew gold, and knew how to follow gold.
What I believed and still believe—the
Normanby reefs are not large, but there
are numerous leaders ranging from an inch
to «ix inches in width, and big lodes
might also be discovered—is that many
o7 the leaders showing there could be opened
up, and men would be able to make a living
working them. We have a State battery
on the Normanby goldfield at the present
time, and I hope that the Secretary for
Mlncs will woe thut the grass i= cut around
it in order to preserve it from bush fires.
Ii my proposal wese acted upon, a prospest-
ing party under a geologist might be ahle
to open up some of those leaders which will
give men a decent living and help to relieve
the unemployment market. .

In conclusion, I hope that nothing will be
done to injure the export trade flom the
Bowen coalfield, because any such action
would injure the port of Bowen. I would
not care to see any injury dome to my elec-
torate, which I have done so much in assist-
ing to build up. Even if the loss of 1s, 7d.
per ton on the export trade which I men-
tioned does take place, I am sure that, if
we creiate a greater export trade, the cost
of ]’)I’Odlﬂ_tlon will be reduced. If it is
not reduced. then all the teaching of econo-
mists are wrong, for they teach us that
increased plOducthll means lesser cost of pro-
duction.

Mr. PotLock: The mines inspector ad-
mitted that the greater the production the
less the cost of production.

Mr. COLLINS: That is true. TFurther
roference 1s made in the rteport of the
Auditor-General to the sale of duff coal to
Swifts Limited. Thousands of tons of duff have
Leen sold at 5s. per ton. There was nothing
wrong in that transaction. Duff is practically
the dust from the coal, and in the future
will be used to a large extent and be known
as pulverised coal. Prewou\]v the value of
duff was not realised. There were thousands
of tons of thiz duff stacked at the Bowen
coalmine. It was in danqer of being swept
into the \\a‘(eu‘omqo in time of flood. It
had no value stacked at the mine; and the
very fact that we were able to get even
Bs. per ton from Switts proved that it was
of rome value. There was no outery because
it was sold to Swifts at that rate, notvut}u
standing the fact that the miners roceived
over 6s. per ton to hew that coal.

At 12,40 p.n.,
The SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Mr. COLLINS: Although it was sold at a
loss compared with the hewing rate. that
wis "nuch better than allowing it te he
washed away.

I regret very much that the Deputy
Spe aker gave a ruling that a certain agreec-
ment could not be dealt with. Tt is the fir-i
time during the whole of my parliamen-
tary experience that a discussion has not
heon permitted on a  matter mentionud
in the Auditor-General’s report. Parliament
is degenerating if T cunnot discuss anv surch
matier notwithstanding that a notice of
motion on the subject appears on the business
paper. 1 consider that T have a right to dis-
cuss the rOpOIt of the Auditor- General who
is not a departmental officer, but is an officer

[Mr. Collins.
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responsible to Parliament. Iowever, owing
to the state of my health. I do not intend to
get lnto conflict with the Chair or upset
myself in any way. so I coatent myself with
the few remarks I have made on the coal
export trade.

Mr. FOLEY (Zeishhard:): T am pleased
that the Sccretary for Mines is in his place,
because I want to Impress upon hlm the
necessity for doing everything possible to
encourage the bulldlnw up of an export trade
in coal. The 1mp01tancs of the matter is
particularly emphasised by a consideration
of the position in New South Wales. In a
report which I have in my hand it is thown
that in 1913 the total coal production in
New South Wales was 10,000,000 tons, which,
with the periodical ﬂuctua*lolu, was main-
tained yearly until 1922. Out of a produec-

tion of 10,182,000 tons in that yewr, 2,208 070
tons were exported overseas to such markets
as Alaska, Borneo, British Ncw Guinee,

Canada, Cape Colo‘l‘* Chili, Ecuador, Efmpt
Fiji, Flance Gilbert Island: Groat Britain,
Holland, LL{onglxoug India, Japan, Java,
Mauutms Marshall Tslawds. No bal, New
Caledonia, New Guinea, New Hebrides, New
Zealand, Norway, Ocean Island, Panama,
Peru, Philippine Islands, Sandwich Islands,
Straits Settlements, and the Solomon Islands.
That will give hen. members some idea of
the extensive nature of the overseas markets
which exist for a commodity that we have in
this State, and in connecction with which
very little has been deone so far—although
I adwmit the Labour Government did male
sorae attempt to encourage an export trade—
to enable those moduurvg it to soll it &t a
price at which competition with other coun-
tries could be met.  When New South Walcs
was e:\pommg coal in great quastities, the
price was irom £1 0s. 6d. to £1 1s. 6d. f.o.b.
As a result, however, of recent competition
from South Africa. where the Government
give a rebate up to 8s. 6d. per ton on coal
cxported, the export trade of New South
Wales has seriously declined. Despite the
excellent coaling facilities at Newcastle, the
export coal trade of New South Walcs is
under 1,000,000 tons per annum at the prosent
time,

Mr. Krnso: Have you any figure
the cost of production?

Mr. FOLEY : South African roal can be
exported at from 1ls. to 12s. per ton f.0.b.,
which makes it difficult for even New South

i as to

Wales, with its excellent coaling facilities.
to compete.
Mr, Krrso: There is no loss on the cost

of production on New South Wales coal.

Mr. FOLEY : Not that I am aware of. I
am speaking of the average price obtained
for the total amount exported. There were
times when the exporters, in order to main-
tain their markets, had to export coal below
cost of production. I know one or two small
companies in Queensiand, who could ill afford
to do it, who have already sent away from
200 to 300 tons of coal in an ¢ndcavour to
get their coal established on the overseas
markets. The previous Administration went
so far as to assist the Blair Athol district
and coalmines west from Rockhampton, in
the Central district. It was pointed out to
the Treasurer of the day that the freight
charges that were then imposed .made it
almost impossible for those mines to place
coal on boats at a price at which they could
hope to compcte with New South Wales
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coal; and the Treasurer of the day agreed to
carry coal in Qucensland at a rate of id. per
ton per mile, which hon. membua must
admit was a considerable concession. It was
practically a peppercorn freight rate, but,
notwithstanding that low 1<1tc these com-
panics still have difficulty in securing an
export trade. The recent troubls in New
South Wales has assisted, not only Bowen.
but soms of the coalmincs in the hinterland
of the Cenfral district. We export many
commodities at a loss in order to keep an
industry geing. I do not say we could do
that with every industry in the country, bus
where there is an opportunity of building up
a trade which will mean the circulation of
tremendous sums of money in the country
the Government should go to the extreme
in the way of granting concessions to enable
coal producers to fight the competition from
South Africa and other countries, and even-
tuaily establish our coal on the overscas
markets on its merit. We can supply coal
equal to any coal produced in South Africa.
An attempt was madc along those lines in

the agreement made with My, Sleigh.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot introduce that subject.

My, FOLEY: It is bearing on the sub-

jest.

The SPEAKER: The hon.
not introduce that subject.

Mr. FOLEY: I do pot want to create a
brawl, but I want to refer to a section of
the agreement.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
ber cannot refer to the agreement.

Me. FOLEY : The Auditor-General makes
reference to the loss on the export coal trade.
which is another way of arriving at the point
I wish to make. Complaints have been made
by hon. members on the Government side
against the loss made. I claim that, if we
ever intend to cstablish Queensiand coal on
the overseas market, we shall have to make
a loss for a number of years and let the
home market make nn that loss. is don#
in eonnection vwith other commodi Other
countrirs are doing the same thuw Ths‘
South African Government give a 1obat9 of
Bs. 6d. per ton on all coal exported, which
enables the coalmines in that country to
compete not onlv with Wales and other coal-

member can-

mem-

mines in Britain., but also with coalmines
in  Australia.  We shall have to adopt
simila» tactics to establish our coal. If we

allow them to adopt those tactics and get
their coal on the overseas market, these
users will take no other ceal.

If we can coucede to companies freight
rates and other concessions to enable them
to fairly compete with South Africa, we shall
have the advantage of getting our coal, which
is a superior product, on some of the markets
which South Africa is now supplying; and,
onecz 1t Is used in those countries, we shall
be able to maintain a trade with them, and
eventually get a price approaching a reason-
able cost of production. I hope the Secre-
tarz for Mines will do exonthmq nossible
to bmld up an export trade in coal. We
bave in the Blair Athol district a coalmine
with an average of 65 feet of clean coal—
one of the best seams of coal in the world,
and the largest scam of steam coal in the
world. If the company were given a con-
cession, it would be able to place the coal
on hoats at Gladstone or Broadmount at a

[25 OCTOBER.]
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reasonable price, and be able to adopt other
methods of mml\etmg than are being adopted
there to-day. In that mine it is posstble to
strip the overburden and plOdlle coal at a
price in the vicinity of 2s. or 3s. per ton.
They are doing that in some countries
Whele there is 20 to 30 feet of overburden
in some places. In Alabama, in the
United States of America, they are using
Bucyrus shovels and stripping 30 feet of
overburden and marketing the coal success-
fully from narrow seams 28 to 33 inches
in width. We have at Blair Athol a seam
of 65 fect of clean steam coal with an
average of 60 feet of overburden; and it
would he stripped if inducements were
offered to this company to enable it to build
up a market. It would then have sufficient
confidence to adopt a different sytsem of
mining, thereby cufting down the cost of
production enormously.

Mr. Nimmo: Didn’t Blair Athol try that?

Mr. FOLEY : No; it has never got to that
stage. There was an effort to adopt that
system of mining, but, after spending £20,009
to make an open- cut the funds were
exhausted before the coal was reached,
and it could not get support from any
financial institution to ecarry on. There
the hole lies at Blair Athol at the present
time, and no further work being done, as
no encourawement is being given to the
company opelatmg there to go on with the
scheme. No managing director can recom-
mend to 1ts company the installation of
machinery, such as Bucyrus shovels and ele-
vating machinery, costing from £100,000 to
£150000 if he cannot see any chance,
when the coal is produced, of marketing it
overseas, as, owing to our present port
10\a1tie“ and such like charges, it
is impossible to do anything. We shall
have to go on similar lines to South Africa,
at least for a vear or so, if we wish to
establish our coal on the overseas market.

Mr. Maner: Is your
to continue selling coal under
production ?

Mr, FOLEY : It has already done it. It
is not what vou would call a big, powerful
company.

Mr. MAHER:
what you want.

Mr. FOLEY : The South African Govern
ment have given a royalty or rebate of
8s 6d. per ton; and the export runs tfo
thousands of tons a year. The South
African coal is gefting a market all over
the world. The export coal trade of New
South Wales has been cut down by half
as the result of those methods by South
Africa. We must adopt those methods, and
the State, being richer than coalmining com-
panies, must assist them if they wish this
particular {rade to be de\eloped A com-
pany cannot possibly expect to do it by itself.

The Bowen and Styx River State mines aro
much better situated than Blair Athol, becaus2
they are practically right on the c(nst, and,
although their cost of production is a littlo
high as compared with that in South Africa,
much coutd be done with sympathetic ad-
ministration by the Government to establish
their coal on some of the markets I have
mentioned.

It has been anuounced that Mr, Frank
Byrne, who was acting as agent for the
Dopartmem of Mines in placing its coal on

Mr. Foley.]

comp"mv prepared
.the cost of

You want the State to do
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the loml market, will eventually be dis-
missed. I do not know whether he has been
dismissed up to date; but I would point out
that be has given excellent service, He is
an cnergetic man, with plenty of push, who
can approach pra(’tically any coal user and
put his case well; and, if the Minister dis-
misses him., he will have to appoint some-
body in his maw—:somebody who can be
right on the spot in the centres swhere Bowen
coal is_distributed. The amount which Mr.
Byrne has been receiving is but a small per-
centage of the actual cost of production, and
would not amount to one-thousandth part
of a penny per ton of coal produced at the
Bowen State coalmine and sold by him. I
cennot understand the department dismissing
a man who has done such excellent scrvice
in improving the sale of Bowen coal on the
local market wheu it is known that, if pro-
duction from the fleld is to be maintained,
somebody clse will have to take his place.
1 do noi think it is possible to get a better
man.

I trust that the Secretary for Mines will
do something to induce the Government to
do something in the way of giving con-
cessions  to producers in  Queensland to
cnable them to build up an overseas trade.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): It appears to
me that the m‘a"tlce of the Bowen BState
coalmine of enaefwourmfr to market coal by
sclling it at a price even lower than the cost
of production is fairly generally adopted by
firms starting out with a new line.

It is not an uncommon busiiess practice
on the part of people who desire to place a
new line upon a new market to sell that
commodity at less than the cost of produe-
tion in order to secure the business. First of
all, it 1s esscntial that the commodits sought

to be sold should become known

[2 p.m.]

and established. Every business
firm recognises the necessity for
making some sacrifice in that regard. Let
me illustrate the case of the A.C.B. and
perhaps the drapery establishment of the
Treasurer. I do not desire to be personal, but
I use these places merely by way of lustra-
tion. It is not an uncommon thing for the
A.C.B. to put a line of groceries on the
market actually at less than cost price. I
believe that certain wholesale firms found it
neeessary to prevent the A.C.B. in this action.
The object of the A.(CWB. I know was to
draw the custom to other lizes on which
they made a huge profit.
Mr. MaxwELL: What other lines would the
State have apart from the coal?

Mr. POLLOCK: I kpow
not an exact analogy, but I use it for the
purpose of illustration. It was necessery to
establish an overseas market, and, in order
te establish- that mavket, it was neeessary
that the products should bicome well and
favourably knowin. If the market which the
Gowrmnont sought to obtain had been
secured, iz it not obvious that an increased
output ‘would enable the production costs to
be decreased? I am merely taking the
u\pcrlonee of men like Ienry F01d and
other well-known manufacturers on a large
scale. If such a system were adopted, the
State of Queensland could become a producer
of coal in a big way. If the State chose to
establish a coal trade on a foreign marlet
and temporarily lost on the deal in order to
secure the increased output, it would follow
that there would be a decreased cost of pro-
duction. It is not unreasonable to assume

[Mr. Foley
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that an increased output would mean a
decrease in the cost of preduction. and
eventually the coal would be sold at a lower
price, It is lzid down as an axiem by hig
business men that the bigger the output the
lower the cost of production. Oth:rwise how
do we secure the motor car so cheaply under
the swvstem of mavs production? It 1is
because of the increased ourput. Cbviously
then, if the State wishes to securs an over-
seas trade in coal, it necessarily must make
sacrifices in the b‘ommng in order to adver-
tise the product. :

I do mnot desire to get round the raling of
the Doputv Speaker in  any way, Mr.
Speaker. 1 have no intention of trying to
do so. We cannot. The Speaker giver a
ruling, and there i1s no use trying to get
round it, I am sorry that the Premier is
not in his place this afternoon. The ruling
given by the Deputy Speaker was to the
offoct that we could not discuss the Slnigh
contract because there was on the businnss
sheet a specific_ motion with that cbjeet in
view. The ruling is a sound onc, und i1
accordance with parliamentary procedure,
provided we are given an opportunity to
discuss the motion referred to. If the
Premicr had given us an undertaking that
we would have an opportunity of d1=cu§:1n<r
the motion at a later stage, nobody wou id
have cndea\'oured to introduce the matter
during the discussion on this resolution. We
do not believe that we shfﬂ] be given an
opportunity to discuss it, believe that

it vnll be among the ** ‘]aut)l teresd 1uno-
cents ™' at the end of the sossion, =nd, therc-
fore, the man whose honour “has  been

impugned will not have a chance to reply to

any of the charges that have lwen made
against him

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
L. A. Atherton, Chiliugce): In reply to the

discussion which has been continued for the
last hour or so by members of the Opposi-
tion, I desire to state that there is 1o inten-
tion of discontinuing the work in the ccal-
mines mentioned, more cspecially in the
Bowen State coalmine, which has come under
discussion this morning.

The hon. member for Herbert referred to

certain charges, presumably made by mysclf,
in connection with the sale of coal from the

Bowen State coalmine, but the Deputy
Speaker ruled that at this stage ihose
charges could not be discussed. Whatever

I sald on the floor of this House on a
previous occasion has been verified in the
report of the Auditor-General. As hen.
members have quoted from the repert of the
Auditor-General, T alse desice to do like-
wise. Moﬂ members questioned the figures
which I gave concerning the margin between
the pricc to produce the conl, the ; price under
the contract, and the prlce at which the
Bowen coal has been sold to other con-
sumers,

The SPEAXER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man will not be order in dealing with that
subject.

OprosiTioN Meusers: Hear, hear!
The SECRETARY FOR MINES:

Auditor-General in his report says—

The

““ As the average cost of production
in 1927-28 was 13s 9.3d., and in 1928-29
13s. 11.95d., the prices pald by Slugn
are conﬁldelably under production costs.”
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Mr. POLLOCK
Speaker

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. gentle-
man is not in order in rcferring to the
Sleigh contract.

Mr. PorLiocx: We will want to refer to
it if the Minister is allowed to do so.

The SECRETARY FOR MINER: The
hon. member for Ierbert endeavoured to
draw an analogy between the loss sustained
or. the export price of coal and the loss sus-
tained on the export of butter and sugar,
but the comparison is quite out of place.

Mr., Porrock: Because you don’t eat coal.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
sugar-growers do not allow a middleman to
make a profit from the sale of sugar exported
overseas. The sugar exported and disposed
of overseas is handled by the Sugar Beard,
who obtain the best possible price for the
cxportable surplus in the overseas. markets.
Under their method of dealing with the
exportable  surplus  no  personal benefit
accrues to any middleman, as there does
under the Sleigh coal contract. There is
this further difference between the sale pf our
sugar and ccal: The sugar sold to the other
States of the Commonwealth is not classed
as export sugar; but the coal that is sold
in the other States of the Commonwealth is
classed as an export sale. Therefore, the
sale of the two products is conducted on a
different basis altogether.

In referring to the Townsville agent of
the Bowen coalmine, the hon. member for
Herbert asked if anvone would be appointed
when he vacated the position. I can assure
the hon. member that when Mr. Byrne
retires from the position someone will he
there to negotiate in the interests of the
Bowen coalmine, which will not be left
without a selling agent. The hon. member
mentioned that he had met Mr. Byrne on
several occasions; in fact, he said he had
met him all over the country. Probably the
hon. member met Mr. Byrne as far south as
Adelaide. Now, it was no use Mr. Byre
or anyone else in his position going to South
Australia to try to sell coal there, because
Mr. 3leigh

The SPEAKER: Order! T have =zlready
ruled that reference to the Slemh agreement
is entirely out of order, and I hf)po “the hon.
go 1t’ﬂmdn will not rvefer to that matter at
this juncture.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Outside
of coal for bunkering purposes, Mr. Byrne
could not sell ccal outside of Queensland.
That answer also applies to the query of the
hon. member for Bowen as to the advis-
ability of sending someonc to South Australia.

The hon. member for Herbert stated that
he did not know a person who could fill this
position as satisfactorily »s Mr. Byrne. All
T can say is that the hon. member for Herbert
does not know overy individual in Queens-
land. Thme are quite a number of people
whom he dees not know—possibly to their
benefit.

The hon. member for Loichhardt was quite
concerned as to whether developments would
contirue at the Bowen coalmine. For the last
month or so that mine has been producing

(Gregory): Mr.

more coal than ever before, possibly due
to the amount that is heing exported at
present. At the zame time, the dav mav

come when the mine will not be werked so
consistently, for the simple reason that,
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when normal conditions ggain pre\‘ail on the
coalfields in New South Wales, we shall
probably lose as mrich as 59 per cent. of the
business which we are now transacting. Of
course, I naturally hope we shall be able to
mamtam some of the export business if the
price is a little more suiiable,

We are also in negotiation with the Xount
Isa Liines, Limited, concerning Bowen coal.
Quite wccnt]v we sent away a pauel of coal
to be manufactured into coke to see if an
article could be produced that would meet

with the requircments cof the Mcunt Isa
m‘oplo We are hoping that. if the article
is suitable and the price is satisfactory, we
shall be supplying all the coal and coke
requirements of Mount Isa.

It does not matter how good the coal is,
there are certain qualities 01 coal that will
not manufscture the class of coke required.
We hope that it will. The sample of coke
manufactured has been sent overseas to see
whether it is adaptable to their purpose or
not. As most hon. members are aware, in
silver-lead mining you must have coke of a
certain quality. If these qualities are in the
coke, we hope to come to an arrangement
vwith the Mount Isa Company to supply them
w ith the amount of coke they require. Pend-
ing thesc negotiations, we have nct done any-
thine in the matter of extending develop-
nment in the Bowen State coalmine more
than is possible under preseut conditiona.

Mr. Coruixs: There is no intention to
interfere with the Bowen State coalmine as
a State enterprise?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: At the
present juncture we have not the slightest
intention of interfering with the Bowen State
conlmme I am not sure whether it was the
hon., member who interviewed me with
regard to the Bowen State coalmine; but,
in answer to the hon., member who dlcx inter-
view me, I said: “If vou lisd a hive of
bees, consmtmg of one queen and a lot of
c‘lonbs natulally you would get rid of the
drones first.” I look upon the Bowen State
coalmine as the queen amongst Smt(, onter-
prise and I have no intention of getting
rid of the quren until all the drones ave gone,
I am glad to say that a lot of the lel’lCS
such as the State stations and the State can-
nerv, have heen dispesed ol. I do not say
that we shall dispose of the Bowen State
coalmine even when all the drones are dis-
posed of. If we do decide that the Bowen
State coalmine has to go to private enter-
prise. there will be certain restrictions that
the mine must still work favourably towalds
Queensland, such as is the case under the
supervision of the Government.

The hon. member for Bowen definitely
declared that the Auditor-General was wrong
when he said there was a Joss of 25 7d. per
ton on the coal sold overseas.

Mr., Corrixs: I said the loss
recduced to 1s. 7d. per ton.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Bowen alsp said that the
extra royalty that the Government derived
on that coal more than counteracted the loss
that occurred. In round figures the rovalty
on coal exported in 1927-28 amounted to
£1.300. and the extra loss incurred on that
coal would be considerably over £3.000. so it
will he seon that the rovaltv on that coal
does net counteract the extra loss incurred.

Mr. Forey: How did you arrive at that
£3,0007

could be

Hon. E. A. Atherton.]
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
figure given in the Auditor-General’s report
for 1927-28 was 27,000 tons, That is how I
arrived at the £3,000 odd.

The hon. member for Gregory made a
rambling statement about temporary loss,
saying that it was always expected, and you
could expect temporary loss on a deal when
it is going to incresse your sales. All I can
say to that is that this is more than a
temporary loss, The loss runs into years,
and, in my opinion, it has got beyond the
temporary stage. The hon. member for
Gregory apparently imagines that he has
a grievance—and I consider that I have a
grievance—in not being able to discuss the
Sleigh contrsct. I say definitely that it was
the hon. member’s party which placed that
notice of motion on the business sheet which
prohibits us from discussing the matter.
Apparently hon, members opposite did not
want the matter discussed, or they would
not have given notice of that resolution.
We are following the same methods at the
Bowen State coalmines as ware previously
adopted; we are continuing the work in the
same direction.

The hon, member for Leichhardt said that
the expense per ton incurred in having an
agent in Townsville did not run into one-
thousandth part of a penny per ton. I think
it will be agreed that that is quite a wild
and exaggerated statement to malke.

Mr. PorLoc: Are you discussing the
Bleigh contract? We were not permitted to
discuss it.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
hon. member is wrong again.
with Mr. Byrne,

The
I am dealing
In round figures, 1t is
costing considerably over 3d. per ton to
market that coal. I am not saying that 3d.
per ton is too much; I just want to contra-
dict the statement that would get abroad
that it «id not cost the one-thousandth part
of a penny per ton to sell the Bowen coal.
I am showinz that it has cost over 3d. per

ton. I have nothing further to add on the
Bowen State coalmine at the present
Juncture.

Resolution 18 (Department of Mines—Chief
Office) agreed to.

Resolution 19— (Departinent of Mines—
In Aid of Mining)—agreed to.
Resolution 20— Department of Minrs—

Mining Fields—

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): 1 rise to a
point of order. T understand that the reso-
lutions are called out at the beginning of
the day's proceedings to simplify the business
before the House, and to cnable vou, Mr.
Speaker, as a matter of convenience, to put
en bloc those resolutions which we have
indicated we do not wish to discuss. But
that does not entitle you to put those resolu-
tions without discussion.

The SPEAKER: Ever since Standing
Order 307 has been in operation, the prac-
tice has been for the Speaker to call out
the numbers of the resolutions, and for hon.
members to notify which resolution they wish
to discuss.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

The SPEAKER: As hon. members call
out the resolutions they wish to discuss, they
are noted by me, and I give hon. members
the opportunity to discuss those resolutions.

[Hon. E. 4. Atherton.

Hear, hear!
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Mr. Porrocx: There is nothing in the
Standing Orders providing for that.

The SPEAXIER: It is not in the Standing
Order, but the practice I havs outlined has
been observed in this House ever since
Standing Order 307 came into existence.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Iear, hear!

Mr. Porrock: We shall have to call ““ Not
formal >’ to them all.

The SPEAKER : Hou. membrrs are quite
entitled to call ¢ Not formal ” to every one
of them, or indicate that they wish to dis-
cuss every one of them; bhut, if they do not
do so, I take it that T am entitled to put the
resolutions they do not call.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS ; Hear, hear!

An OrposirioN MEMBER: Supposze an hon.
member is not here? -

The SPEAXER: If any hon. member is
not here when the resolutions are called,
he should be here. I am not to blamec if
hon. members arc not here. They know
that the business is coming on, and they
should be here, or get somebody else to
call them. The question is—

““ That Resolution No. 20 he agreed
to.”
(Opposition dissent.)

Mr. BEDFORD (Wurrego): During the
debate on the Mining Trust Iimited Agree-
ment Ratification Bill——which was not a
debate at all on that Bill, because the
whole subject was lost sight of in an
attempt to influence the Federal elec-
tion and to review things svhich hap-
pened five years ago, which were well
known to the House at the time they
happened and have been public property
ever since—ecertain statements were made to
which T have not had the opportunity of
replying till now; and I propose to avail
myself of the opportunity. Tt will he
remembered that the Seceretary for Mines,
in introducing the Bill—his speech was not
on the Bill so much as it was an attempt
to make political propaganda in view of
the approaching TFederal election on 12th
October, the result of which may or may
not have satisfied him—made cortain state-
ments to the effect that T had “blackm=iled”
the Mount Isa Mines Limited—those were
the words used—in order to get £125,C00 for
certain mining leases.

The facts are these: In 1923 I purchased
an option from the holders of five mining
leases on the Mount Isa field for £25,000.
Iarly in 1924 a company with a capital
of £50,000 was floated to pay this :£25,000.
Iv developed some millions of tons of ore,
spent £27,000, and finally sold to Mount Isa
Mines Limited for £125,000. The circum-
stances—and nothing could have been clearer
—were that some of the meaner followers of
the Government were put up to make the
worst possible case out of those facts. In
anticipation of this matter being discussed
in this Chamber, the Nationalist Association
prepared certain headlines and reports,
which were on the way to the country before
the statements were uttered here. It is a
known fact that certain members on the
Nationalist side who were proceeding to the
country to help the party opposed to Labour
in the Federal election were supplied with
all these alleged facts a couple of hours
before the statements were made here. Since
then the Premier has stated~—and notody
could help saying it after having had the
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real facts put before him—that he believed
there was no corruption in the matter.
Since then I have had to see him privately.
and zsk him that the injustice should b»
removed from me of being associated with
the Mungana inquiry. It must be admitted
—1 would be the readicst to admit it—thust
the evidence given into that most oppor-
tunely held {ederal bankruptey inquiry,
dated so that, if there was any
[2.30 p.m.] evidence to come out against Mr.

Theodore, it should come cut in
time for the Federal elections—showed
that the Government had made out a

inquiry into Mungana,
adduced was true.
that this party

good cass for an
if the evidence there
It must be remembered
absolutely and thoroughly Dbelieves the
statement made in this House and at
the TLabour Convention in 1928 that the
holding of Mr. McCormack in that pro-
perty was only 338 shares. If the cvidenen
rebutting that bs correct, then the Gowvern-
ment have made out an excellert casze for a
Mungana inquiry. The Premier himself has
sdmitted, and he knows, as all fairminded
members on his side kunow. too, thst it iz a
sweeping injustice that any artempt should
be made to tie up Mungana with the clean
proposition that Mount Isa Proprietary was.
To all my inquiries and quesztions in this
House T have had the same stereotyped
reply—the last reply being that the Premier
‘had ¢ nothing more to add.”” I have some-
thing more to add, and I am adding it.

On the “hole que%hon of Mungana prov-
ing worthy of inquiry. and Mount Tsa being
worthy of an inquiry for different reascns, 1t
must be apparent, after all, that the
Government are doing  that. If no
inquiry is granted, I shall be forced o
exercise my rights as a private citizen to
deal with the newspapers that were primed
by the Nationalist Association in collusion
with the party opposite. They knew what
was going to be said; thev knew the state-
ments that were to be made, and thes had
already prepared briefs for the country
papers three or four hours before the state-
ments were made in this House. If that
kind of thing has to be done, then it only
means that a member of Parliament has 1o
rights in Parliament, and no right of defend-
ing himself in Parliament. because it will
not be admitted that he is defending himself.
The Standing Orders could be strained to a
point that would not permit commiseration
of any kind being extended to this side. The
Govmnment could refuse justice to a man by
saving that it had nothine further to add—
the mosn statement made by the Premier
vesterday and quite unworthy of him, It
also means that, if we have no rights in this
matter, we have somo rights in other mat-
ters. and we have a 11crht to demand that
the Sleeman case shall be inv estigated from
one end to the other.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BEDFORD : Although we may be in
a minority, yet we have certain 110Hs nut
only as memb015 of Parliament. but as pri-
vate citizens. I want to know from the
Government if, in connection with the Mount
Isa matter, I am to be forced to spend my
OWn money prosecuting newspapers outside
to geb justice from the CGovernment that
permitted its followers—its meanest followers
again—to put up charges which, when abzo-
lutely and thoroughly replizd to, thesv run
away from, and state that they have nothing
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turther to add. T have =amething further to
fu.dd, and if T do not add it here T will add
1t outside.
Resolution  20—(Department
Mining Fields)—agreed to.
Resolutions 21, 22, and 23 agreed to.
Resolution 24— Railways—Intclligence
and Tourist Bureau ’—

Mr. HYNES (Zownsville): I notice that
there is a reduction of £500 in this item.
I was hopeful that the Government would
see the desirability of doing something to
advertise the State to cncourage a tourist
traffic to North Queensland. The sights to be
seen in North Queensland and the climate

of  Mincs—

in winter time are unsurpassed in any part
of the world. It is rather extraordinary
that gieater advantage is not taken of

North Queensland by people in the South
and people of other countries. This sub-
department has Fwen transferred from the
Chief Secretary’s Department to the Railway
Department. T am hopefol thet this will
mean some stimulus to the work of the
burcau: but the reduction in the vote for
this important branch of the public service
inclines me to the belief that no great
improvement is to be effected in consequence
of the transfer. I have taken the matter
up with the Commissioner for Railways, who
informed me that it is his infention to get
local authorities and progress associations to
co-operate with him in advertising the
various tourist resorts along the coast. This
is @ matter which is a function of the Go-
vernment. It is all very well asking local
bodies to co-operate with the department,
but it is the bounden duty of the (Govern-
ment to encourage tourist traffic in Queens-
land. I had the opportunity last year of
looking through Tasmania, but found the
attractions were not comparable with the
attractions of North Queensland; vet Tas-
mania has a tourist traffic that is worth
hundreds of thousands of pounds per annum.
The tourist traffic in Queensland is languish-
ing because of the meagre support and en-
couragement received from the Government.
Hon. members may say that the late Govern-
ments were also responsible. I think that the
past Government should have taken a deeper
interest in this_important matter. We have
a climate in North Qucensland second to
none in the world. We should advertise that
fact throughout the world. We should also
advertise the fact that North Queensland, not-
withstanding the omnlon of people ignorant
of its conditions, is the most healthy part
of the world to live in. Vital statisties
establish that fact., The climate is salu-
brious, and the scenery compares with any-
thing of its kind in the world.

There is little done in advertising the
pleasure rvesorts around Townsville. We
have within a few miles of that city
Magnetic Island, which is one of the most
beautiful islands on the coast. A daily
launch service provides easy access hetween
Townsville and Magnetic Island, while the
accommodation, guest-houses, bathing, and
fishing there are excellent. The fact that
such resorts as Magnetic Island are not being
used to the extant that they should be is due
+3 the fact that not sufficient publicity is given
to their existence. I was hopeful that, when
the bureau was transferred to the Rallway
Department, a fair sum of monev would
be expended in an endeavour to build up a
tourist traffic to North Quecnsland; but the
amount indicated in these Estimates, I regret

Mr. Hynes.]



1212 Supply.

to say, rather discourages than encourages
the traflic which alrcady exists.

I also understand that the Sydney office
is to be discontinued. That is a very unwise
step to take, because the Sydney office has
done very fine service in advertising Queens-
land resorts. In my opinion, offices ‘should
be opened up in all the ca,pxta‘ cities of
the Commonweaith, and more literature
should be published and circulated setting
cut the very fine tourist attractions of North
Queensland. It is not too late for scme-
thing to he done. The Commissioner for
Railways is enthusiastic enocugh about if,
but he cannot do very much with the meagre
sum of £8,000 which has beon sllocated for
the purpose. An additional sum should be
provided, particularly when we remember
that other States of the Commonwealth and
other countries of the world are spending
tens of thousands of pounds in developing
the tourist traffic, and consider the money
well spent. Wera the very jine attractions
of North Queensland only more widely
known, thousands of people would be
attracted to visit it, because it has one of
the healthiest climates in the world, and its

scenery cannot be surpassed. I trust that
even at this late hour the vote will be
inereased.

Mr. COLLINS (Bow:n): 1 support the
remarks made by the hon mcember for Towns-
ville. I would point out to the Minister in
charge of this department that about three
weeks ago I made application to the Bureau
for copies of a booklet entitled ‘ Bowen and
the District,” but no copies were available.

I think T can claim that I represent more
islands than any other member in this House.
Those hon. members who have travelled to
North Queensland have probably scen that
most beauhful picce of scenery between
Mackay and Bowen—I refer to the Whit-
sunday Passage—which a friend of mine who
has travelled the world declares to be unsur-
passable.  With proper advertising. I am
satistied we could encourage the visit of a
large number of tourists from the South.
I always remember with pleasure the thrill
1 experienced when first I sailed through the
Hinchinbrcok Channel; which is further
north again. That is another scenic attrac-
tion which should be brought to the notice
of Southern people, because the more visi-
tors we get from the South—that is where
the bulk of the population is—the greater
understanding there will be of the problems

confronting the development of North
Queensland and its industries.
I trust that the Minister will see that

copies of the booklet I have referred to are
printed to enable the Bowen Chamber of
Commelce which made the request through
me, to take an active interest in trylng to
encourage the tourist traflic to the beauty
spots wiich are part and parcel of the elec-
torate I represent.

Mr. BhLCE ({ennedy) : The necessity
for money has been emphablvcd for some con-
siderable time both in the press and in this
House, snd tourist traffic is one way in
which we can get a considerable amounst of
money, if not for nothing, at least at a very
small expense. All the time I have been in
this House, and when I was a supporter of
the Labour Government, I advocated that
we should have the Tourist Bureau in the
centre of the city. The Tourist Bureau
that we have up agalinst the Central Railway

- Station, with nothing to attract visitors

[Mr. Hynes.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

inside it, is absolutely useles No one
knows that it is there, and w2 should have

an up-to-date Tourist Bureau in Queen street,
which  would attract the attention of
Southern visitors going through the city.
Such a Tourist Bureau would dispel the
idea that Southcrn Queensland up to Brisbane
was the whole of the State. Already we
have largely developed the tourist trafric by
a few pecople coming here, and telling their
friends in the Southern States of the boautios
of North Queensland. As one “hu has had
an opporturity of seeing the whole of North
Queenaland I say there are very few places in
the world, and certainly none in Australasia,
that can surpass North Queensland. After
getting past Rockhampton, we come to
\Iackav where the sugar industry is at its
best. The sugar 1ndu~try is certainly carried
on south of Mackay, but when we reach
Mackay we sce the industry carried on an a
large scale; and this is of great interest
to> the Southern visitors. Then we go on
to Bowen and the Burdekin district, where
sugar is grown under a system that WlH not

be seen elsewhere in the world. Cwing to
the natural advantages that exist in con-
nection with the Burdekin River, a system

of irrigation, where water can be secured at
a depth of 15 or 20 feet, has been instituted.
The farmer on the Ayr side has established
machinery, certainly at a very large cost,
for the purpose of growing sugar-cane. On
the opposite branch of the Burdekin we have
Home Hill in the Bowen electorate, under
an irrigation scheme established by thoe Go:
vernment. There, owing to irrigation, they
are learning to increase the density of the
cane, and they can handle the sugar much
Letter in every way than is the case when
trusting entirely to the rainfall as is dene
in other portions of the Stats. Southern
tourists who have already gone there have
evinced tremendous interest in the areas I
have mentioned. Then we go along to
Townsville.  The hon, member for Towns-
ville adequately deseribed Magnetic Island,
which is 1n the Kennedy electorate, where a
visitor has much to see. Going further up
the coast you come to Ingham through to
Halifax, and down to Lucinda Point on the
Herbert River, and, by motor launch, into
Hinchinbrook Channel. Oversea tourists have
been there, and they have definitely stated
that there js nothing to equal a trip down
the Herbert River past Lucinda Point, out
mto Hinchinbroolt Channel, and up to Cairns.
From (airns you can go to [he Tableland
elrher by railway or by what is known as
the Range rosd, or up one wav and down
the other. There are beautiful views on
cither of these trips. In the last month or
so I saw the Tableland for {he first time,
and I can azsure hon. members that anything
they can say about the Tableland will not
be an exagqelatmn Tt is dbw)luto v wonder-
ful from the noint of view of future pessibili-
ties of the uqucultural and dairying pur-
suits, and also from a cconw point of view.
T have advised dezons of my friends in the
fouthern States to take the Northorn trip.
They have done so, and thev have told their

friends in the South of the beautiex of North
Queensland, and many of them have sub-
sequently visited there.

As T have told the Secretarv for Railways
—who, I understand, has charge of the
Bureau—we can get revenue irom that
sourre without any dispute or argument, if
sufficient moner is spent in advertising the
State; and, although it would be advisable,
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as one hon. member suggested, to lay out
some money on advertising in the other
capital cities of Australin, I believe that, if
an attractive Burcau were c:tablished in
Queen strect, and literature was handed out
when the train from the Soulh urrived at
the Central Station showing what the North
offered in the way of scenic attraction, the
result would be very satisfactory. If we met
visitors from the Southern Stafes when they
came here, we weuld reap sn  enormous
benelit. Years ago, when I wss in New
Zealand, I found that people rcame there
from America and Great Bn‘mm soiely as
tourists, and paid £25, £30. and £47 for
trips snefnTlV arranged bv the Tourizt
Buresu to different parts of New Zealand.
Trom this source New Zealand reans a very
fine revenue, which hes been incressing from
sear to vear by leaps and bounds. This is
a vote in connection with which we do net
need to worry as to what the producer ov
consumer zects, We have the goods—Nature
has provided the goods—which we can
capitalise @t a small cost. Money spont in
this direction will add to our revenue, and
give us more cash with which to develop the
State.

Mr. HANLON (Ithaca): I have mothing
to say on this resolution other than to point
out to the Minister that this is rather a bad
tfime to be reducing the vote for advertising
the State. Before the vote was reduced,
public-spirited men in Brisbane and other
parts of Queensland had realised the necos-
sity for further advertising the State, and
had formed a Travel Association here with
a view to spending money in advertising the
State and brmgm(r visitors hs These
people arc subscribing to that assoriation
m an endeavour to supplement the advertis-

ing already being done by the State;
and it is very poor encouragement to
them if their subscriptions towards that

purpose are going to result in the Govern-
ment curtailing their advertising cxpendi-
ture. No citizen can be xpocted, to spend
money in advertising the State merely to
save Government expenditure. The fact that
publicspirited people are prepared to spend
their moneyr with a view to advertising the
State and encouraging this business should
induce the Government to give an increased
vote for advertising. I hope the Minister
will review the vote and see if it cannot
be brought up to what it was last year.
Personally, I think it should be much morec.

Mr. BARBER (Dundaberg): In going

round the Railway Office in Gﬂolge mmet,
1 fird that practically the whole of the lower

portion of the building is sect apart for
advertising purposes and Tourist Bureau
work. I am pleasad 1o sec advertising being

done there, because the Tourist Bureau in
Ann street was too far awayv from the main
thoroughfares of the city. There is no doubt
that that is a very good move on the part
of the Government to have placed the
bureau in a more central posltlon. At the
same time, thev are inconsistent in reducing
this vote and circumscribing the work of the
Srdney office.  As pointed out by previous
apeakers, T do not think that Queensland is
doing justice to herself in the very small
amount of money which is appropriated for
advertising purposes. On going through
Adelaide street the other day I noticed that
Tasmania, th2 poorest State in the Com-
monwealth, had opencd a well-equipped
tourist bureau there. I found a very fine
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class and range of literature, and that office

is practically right up to date in its adver-
tising methods.

1 want to put in a word for the distriet I
have the honour to represent. On Tuesday
night last a largely attended meeting was
held in the Cal edomdn Hall in Bhnua‘ﬂerg,
and representatives of the civie authorities,
chambers of commerce. and industrial, com-

mercial. and mercantile bodies  generally
joined together with a view to giving Bunda-
bherg a biggsr place on the map than i has.

There seemed to be a sort of cyclonic dis-
turbance, so carnest were they in bringing
Bundab‘rg to the forefront; and they have
asked me to make representations to the
Secretary for Railways to instruct the
Tourist Burcau photographers to take pic-
tures of the various scenic beauties of the
Bundaberg district when they shortly set out
on a tour along our coast. It would be
largely to the benefit of the Railway Depart-
ment. because a railway 8 or 9 miles long
runs, from the city to the Sand Hills, where
w# have as fine a little bathing resort as
there is in Quecnsland. If people from the
South knew that we had such a fine, clean,
and safe bathing resort within that short
distance of Bundaberg, I am surs they would
come there in thousands. Our roads have
been brought up to date by the Main Roads
C‘"mmlsqon and by means of loans to local
bedies; and you can run to the coast in
twenty-five minutes through some of the best
of the sugar lands in the Bundaberg area.
From Bundaberg to the coast you have roads
18 feet wide the whole way, lined on both
sides with vast arcas of cancfields; and
Southern visitors who have come to Bunda-
berg have gone away satisfied that it is the
centre of one of the finest little districts they
know of for its scenic beauties and ifs agri-
cultural resources.

Mr. Epwarps: Everybody knows
What are vou stonewalling for?

Mr. BARBER: I am not stonewalling.
Bundaberg has been very good to me, and I
want to do something to put it on the map.
I ask the Minister to remember, when get-
ting out his next list of tourist literature,
tha* there is such a place. 1t is remarkable

what e\fcnt the tourist business is catered
fol in other parts of the world. I remember
taat one particular place in England which
I enee knew very well used to have from
45,000 to 55.000 visitors for bathing and other
burpozes every year. That was as long as
forty-five years ago, and I would like to see
the Government do something with the idea
of gotting similar results in Quecensland.

T have here some literature that I received
from a friend in California. Although no
doubt the Tourist Bureau in Queensland has
supplied literature on a somewhat small

scale, I have secen nothing to

3 p.m.] equal this supplied in California

in connection with the % wrt of
the State on the Mexican border. At any
rate, there is plenty of colour in it. Anyone
reading the world’s literature on this matter
must be struck by the fact that the American
tourist traffic in France is estimated to be
worth £100,000,000 annually to Brance and
the value of the tourist traffic to London
from America is estimated at $£30,000,000
per annum. If anyone wishes to gain a
knowledge as to the way the tourist traffic
is carried on, I advise hlm to peruse that
weekly magazine the ¢ Literary Digest,”
which is to be found in our library, where

Mr. Barber.]

that.
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he will see column after column devotced
to the subject. That magazine has a very
wide circulation, selling from 1,750,000 to
2,000,000 copies per week. The tourist indus-
try is boomed in one issue after another.
Queensland certainly lacks enterprise in this
matter. I hope the Minister will accede to
the requests that I have made—requests
backed up by the whole of the people of
Bundaberg. They anticipate a visit from
the Secretary for Railways shortly, when the
request will be submitted to him. I hope
to be in Bundaberg when the Minister is
there, and to have the pleasure of sub-
mxttlng the resolution passed by the big
public meeting that was held the other
night.

Dr. KERWIN (Merthyr): 1 endorse the
remarks of the previous speakers concerning
the tourist traffic in North Queensland.
Undoubtedly Queensland is a blessed State
judging by the mnatural facilities we have
for tourist traffic. I do not think there is
any climate in the world to equal that of
Charters Towers. I recommend to the
Minister that, when preparing the neces-
sary pamphlets, he should :ee that they
contain a record of the minimum and maxi-
mum temperatures of Charters Towers and
other places, together with the rainfall. Tt
would be a good idea to have a pamphlet
forwarded to every medical man in the
Southern States. Nearly evers month we
receive elaborate pamphlets advertising the
health resorts of Canada. If Canada can
forward pamphlets to this country, surely
we can send our pamphlets to the Southern
States. As a hint to some hon. members
representing these various places, it would be
a good idea if they could arouse the people
in the various localities to the necessity for
improving the places of accommodation so
as to provide improved facilities for visitors.
It is one thing for the Government to adver-
tise a place and describe its natural beauties;
but it is the duty of the people in the
locality to provide up-to-date hotel accom-
modation. Some of the hotels in North
Queensland are not what they ought to be,
and a little propaganda work is essential.

Mr. Cooerr: The proprietors of the hotels
may not be alive, but some of the hotels are.

Dr. KERWIN: I agree that some of the
hotels are very much alive. I hope that the
suggestions made to- day will stimulate a
little enthusiasm in the various centres, and
that the local people will help the Tourist
é?_»meau by providing suitable accommoda-
ion,

Mr. COOPER (Bremsr): I would like to
impress on the Minister the necessity for a
more intensive advertising campaign with
reference to Muckadilla. \*\e could greatly
benefit Queensland by making Muckadilla
more \xide]y known. I am not speaking of
anything from my own knowledge; but a
very eminent medical man in B11<bane told
me that, when he recommended people to go
to Muckadiila, they rather frowned on hlm
but if he said “ 0o to New Zealand and
stay a fortnight or three weeks at Rotorua’
they would jump at it. whereas \/Iuc]\adlﬂa
as a health resort is much the better place
On that ground alune we should make much
more vse of Muckadilla than is now being
made, Mr. Tolmie, when Leader of thn
Opposition in this House, made great use of
Muckadilla. In fact, he was a travelling
advertisement for the benefits to be derivad
from fortnightly visits to that locality every
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six months, for they enabled him not only to
walk about but to do his business a3 Leader
of the Opposition, so great was the benefit
he received from periodicul visits there, I
hope the Minister will revive the drive on
bohalf of Muckadilla, which appears to have
been dropped.

The Previzr: Has the Leader of the
Opposition gone out there now? (Laughter.)

Mr. COOPER: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition has not gone to Muckadilla. He has
gone somewhere, not =0 much to cure his
own ills as to cure the prosent ills of Queens-
land I again urge a revival of the publicity
of the beneficial results obtainable from a
visit to Muckadilla.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla): It is quite
refreshing to hear hon. members opposite
who represent Northern constituencies level-
ling c¢riticism at the Tourist Bureau. I
endorse the statements that have been made
that there are many beautiful localities in
North Queensland which should attract =
greater tourist trafic than at present, but
during the whole period that I was sitting
‘n opposition I do not remember hon. mem-
bers who represent those localities, who pra-
viously sat hehind the Government, being so
anxious to have their tourist resorts adver-
tised. Their remarks were much more
applicable to those days when they were
supporters of the Government of the day,
because money was much more plentiful
then, and the Government could afford to
spend that money more freely than the Go-
vernment can do to-day. If those hon.
members did advocate the claims of North
Queensland in the matter of the tourist
traffic, the fact that so little was done shows
that they had little influence with the
administrators,

Mr. Corrivs: That is not true. The Go-
vernment issued two hbooks concerning the
tourist resorts of the Bowen district.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS:

is quite true, as some hon. members hav
stated, that there is a reduction this year of
£500 in this vote; but I would remind hon.
members that the results from advertising
are dependint not so much on the amount ¢f
money that is spent as on the manner in
which it is spent. Money can be expended
in advertising in journals in such a way as
to be of little or no use for the pUrpose
intended. T could spend £10,000 or "£20.000
in inserting in certain ]munnlq advevti~0—
ments which would be of no use whatever in
connection with the tourist traffic. If rou
want to bring our beauty spots pxommenﬂv
before the tourists of Australia and other
parts of the world, you must select the right
class of journal to advertise in—jf)umafs
which come before possible tonrists. There
is no State in Australia which possesses
more natural beautr spots and tourist resorts
than Queensl:nd, and there iz no place in the
world possessing a finer winter climata than
the northern parts of our State

It does attract quite a number of tourists
from the Southern States. and manw of
those people spend three or four of the
colder months of the vear in North Queens-
land. Of course. the tourist traffic is
governed to a certain extent hy the pros-
perity  or  otherwise of the  general
community.

Mr. HyNes:
of publicity.

It depends also on the amount
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
For example, a large number of people
from the South visited Queensland last year.
Their visits did an enormous amount of good
to the State, because they advertised its
possibilities and its attractions on their
return to their own States. This year, how-
ever, despite the efforts which have been
made by the Railway Commissioners in the
various States, the tourist traffic has not
been so heavy, which I am told is due to
the fact that conditions are not as bright
as they might be in the Southern States, and
people cannot afford to spend money in that
direction. I know that this year only four
or five gentlemen arrived on one of the
tours; and, when I met them, they told me
that the decrcased tourist traffic was due
to the fact that times were bad in the South.

Wc are endeavouring to bring about a
complete change in the Tourist Bureau, and
I extend an invitation to all hon. members
to visit the new offices which are being
fitted up in George street. Ther are being
established on lines similar to those in
Challis House, in Sydney, although not on
such an elaborate scale. When those offices
are opened, people will be able to go there
and be supplied in a comfortable waiting-
room with all information they desire, and
have all arrangements made for them to visit
any part of the State.

Mr. Bamper: You have provided very
nice seats for them.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Why mnot? Tourists like every comfort;
they are prepared to pay for it. They are
not what might be tcrmed people with a
limited amount of money; and, if we can
provide decent accommodation not only in
those offices but on our railways and in the
refreshment-rooms——

Mr. Hynes: In the towns, too.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

Exactly-we‘ are going to attract many other
people to visit Queensland.

It is not our intention to advertise
specially any particular locality, Tt is up
to the pcople who are anxious to attract

tourists to their districts to do everyvthing
in their power, and not leave the hard work
to be done by the Government. The clajms
of any beauty spot in a locality should be
“boosted ” by the residents; and steps
should also be taken to provide good, clean
accommodation in hotels, ete. It is not much
use the Government attracting tourists who,
after their first visit, will fake back un.
favourable impressions of the State to others
who might otherwise add to the tourist
traffic.

Mr. Hyxzs: That is where you want the
co-operation of the business people in the
various towns.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I might also state that we are going to
appoint the station-masters in the different
districts as agents, and they will be able
to direet tourists in their districts, and give
them all the information they desire. The
whole system will be worked from the George-
street office,

I am sorry to say that we are not getting
the results from the Sydney Tourist Bureau
that we should get. We see a little para-
graph in the papers where * So-and-so’
wanted a few tins of turtle soup and ‘¢ So-
and-so " wanted 5,000 tons of coal; but
that is all we hear about it. Our agent in
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Syduey reported that certain people wrote
to him that they wanted so many dozen tins
of turtle soup if we could supply them at
€5, per dozen. The price of turtle soup is
12s. per dozen, and, owing to the fact that
we cannot supply at 8s. per dozen tins, no
business resulted. Again Le wrote stating
that he could get orders for 5,000 tons of
coal, provided we could supply the coal at
19s. per ton. We cannot supply ccal at less
than 2ls. per ton; and again no business
resulted. That is what is happening through-
out. We are told people are continually
applying to our tourist agent in New South
Wales, endeavouring to do business in
Queensland, but unfortunately no business
has resulted.

Mr. HantoxN: You can always get a buyer
for an article if you are prepared to sell
under its value.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
Exactly. I am not going to say that the
values we placed on these commodities are
too high. Proposals only come from the
"Lourist Bureau 1n Sydney, and nothing more.
We are making an alteration there. As
already indicated, we intend to move into
Challis House, where the Tourist Bureaus of
the other States are situated, and in our
George-street office we are going to place
rooms at the disposal of the New South
Wales and Victorian agents. The different
States have agreed that the burcau of cach
State should be located in the one building.
The Sydney bureau is giving us accommoda-
tion in Challis House without charge, and,
when people come to Sydney and want to
know how to get to Queensland, they wili
be told to go to Challis House. From Chal-
lis House tourists can arrange to go to any
place they desirc. They will not be told
to go to *‘ So-and-so”’ in a certain street to
make inquiries about Queensland. All the
different State bureaus should be together,
as people travelling around the different

tates do rot want to be sent from pillar
to post. They want to go to one place where
they can get all the information they require.
The same applies in Victoria. Later on we
intend appointing an agent in Victoria to
look after the interests of Queensland indus-
tries. Had we had an agent in Melbourne
when the discussion in respeet of chilled
meat was going on, we would not have
cxperienced any difficulty in that matter.
The agent would have been able thoroughly
to inform the people of the facts of the
case; and we would have known just exactly
what was happening in that regard. I am
pleased to say that any regulation passed in
Victoria has not affected the sale of our
chilled meat, as we are sending all the
chilled meat we possibly can to Victoria. The
same thing applies to sugar. If we had a
representative in Melbourne, he would be
able to put the true position of the Quecns-
land sugar indastry before thé Housewives’
Association, and thus put a stop to the agita-
tion against our sugar industry. It is wisc
not to let a firc spread. Dircetly there is
smoke, you want to get in with vigour and
put out the fire. We intend to do that,
but we must have a little time. We are
reorganising this business, and arc going to
issuc a new pamphlet and assist in overy way
we can to attract people from other parts
of the world to this State. We want the
money they bring. I feel sure that we shall
be able to accomplish a great deal in the near
future. I know that we are up against the
question of finance. People in Victoria and

Hon. Godfrey Morgan.]
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other Stdtes have not a great deal of money
available, and that wili prevent us doing
as much as we desire; but we are going
to help as much as we possibly can.

I am the Alinister in control of the rail-
ways, main roads, railway refreshment-rooms,
and the Tourist Burcau. It is the duty of
my department to see that the very moment
an individual arrives in Queensland he gets
comfortable accommodation when travelling
by rail. If he is travelling by road, it is
the duty of the department to see that the
roads are in good orvder for travelling to
different places. 1t is our duty to see that
ha is directed to our beauty spots, and that,
when on the trip, he gets deeont food and
any other vefreshments he desires. Ve
intend to see that the refreshment-rooms are
provided with a good supply of Queensland
fruit. We are now giving pinecapple at
breakfast, with porridge or before porridge.
You do not s2e the little banana on the table
that onc used to see. 4 inches long, but
attractive fruit about 9 inches long; and it
is the same with oranges. We are letting
the people know that excellent fruit can be
grown in Queensland—not the little shrivelled
bananas we used to see.

Mr. Haxvox: Don’t you think that, while
conditions are bad in Victoria, it is well to
exploit New Zealand? There is a good
field of operations there.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Ves, I think it would be as well to do all
we possibly can in regard to New Zealand.
We are fullyv alive to the situation. 1 feel
sure that, under the new management and
with the co-operation of all our railway
officials, the result will be beneficial to the
State generally, and especially the northern
portions of the State which hon. members
have mentioned.

Resclution 24 (Railways-—Intelligence and
Tourist Bureau) agreed to.

Resolution 25— Railwuys—Scuthern Divi-
sion ’—agreed to.

Resolution 26— Railways—Central Divi-
sion und Mackay Railway > —

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): There is just
one matter 1 desire to raise in coanection
with the railways in the Central Division of
the State. Some little time ago, Mr. Cham-
bers, the Genersl Manager of the Central
Division, was approached with reference to
the conveyance of fruit from Jericho to
Yaraka, which latter place is in a semi-arid
district. A deputation of residents waited
on Mr. Chambers, and asked him to make
some provision for the conveyance of perish-
able goods such as fruit in & more satisfac-
tory way. It was pointed out by the depu-
tation that under existing conditions fruit
could only be brought down once a week.
There are two trains a weck, but, owing to
the unsatisfactory connection at Blackall,
only one of the trains was available for the
carriage of fruit. I have had some personal
knowledge of this matter. On more than
one occasion I have reccived claims which
I have submitted to the Railway Department
in respect of perishable fruit which had
deteriorated in transit.

The request has been made that at least
once a week some system should be adopted
for the conveyance of this fruit from Jericho
or Blackall to Yaraka. The train stops at
Blackall overnight, and another train goes
to Yaraka the following day. The people in
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this distriet have several grievances against
the railway system. One is that there is
no train between Yaraka and Blackall to
enable them to connsct with the meil train
on Mondays. This liue serves a big terri-
tory bewond the actual confines of the railway
itself : and they point out quite rizghtly that
they have a service of only one train a week
by which to travel to the coast. There is a
train to conneet with Thuarsday’s mail train
from Longreach, but none to connect with
Monday’s train, with the result that pcople
who wish to go to the coast by Monday's
train from Longreach have to travel by what
is known as ‘ No. 15 Down ”—a mixed or
goods train—which is most ursctisfactory in
that it picks up loading all over the place,
has no lavatory accommodation, takes a con-
siderable number of hours longer to reach
its destination, and generally subjects its
passengers to all the difficulties involved in
travelling on mixed goods trains.

v end of the line
Ity distribution
wtter is that

The people at the low
complain also about the
of mails. The fact of the
mail can be delivered by road mail in hat
district much more quickly than if it is
conveyed to Varaka by the Comumissioner for
Railways, In other words, a mail sneviece
leaving Blackall will deliver mails a day or
two earlier to the pesple who slould be
served by the Blackall-Yaroka Railway line
than if it were taken by rail {o Yaraka and
there distributed.

One other very

important question to
which I wish to draw sttention is the lack
oi water facilities at Yaraka. It is incon-
ceivable to me that the Railway Depirtment
has been content for so long to baul a train-
load of water to Yarska oncs n That
does mnot seem to me to bhe very profit-
able. In all fairness, let me say that Mr.
Chambers, the General Manager of the
Central Division of the Railway Department,
offered the TIsisford Shire Councii, in whose
area Yaraks iz, to pav half the cost of a
water supply at Yaraka if the Jocal
authoritz would bear the other half of the
cost, For some resson or other which I
cinnot understand, the council turned the
proposal down. I

Quite recently I wur speak-
ing to the chairman of the council, and he
expressed the desire that the offer should be
repeated. I hope the Minister will see that
that is done. It is obvious that, if water—
geperally bore sater—has to be carried to
Yaraka from Blackall by train every woek,
it is going to militate very scriously against
a more cfficient service.
At 3.28 p.m.,

Mr. MaxwrLL (Zo0mong), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Speaker in the Chair.

Mr. BULCOCK It appears to me that,
if we had water at Yaraka, several
advantages would be gained. Yaraka is on
a stock route, a fact which would cause a
lot of stock to gravitate there if water were
available, with the result that the Railway
Department would get revenue, more par-
ticularly at the present time, and especially
since there are very many stony ridges
beyond, which in the interests of cattle it is
desirable to avoid. The position is that
there is no water, or expensive water only,
at Yaraka. Sometimes none at all is avail-
able for travelling stock; consequently the
drovers divert their cattle to Cheepie,
Quilpie, or Charleville, with the result that
they lose value and the Railway Department
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loses revenue. If there were a water supply
at Yaraka—a tank similar to other supplies
along the line—this would be avoided. In
that way the difficulty could be overcome.

The institution of a water supply at Yaraka
is a very necessary thing. Probably the
reason why there is no water supply there is
this: Some years ago the line to complete

the original survey was embarked
[3.30 p.m.] upon—an extension from Yaraka

to Powell Creek, a distance of
23 miles, where in the ordinary circum-
ctances of seasons an adequate supply of
water would be available. The foundations
of the line were carried out a little beyond
Yaraka, but eventually the work was closed
down, and Yaraka was made the terminus.
1 frankly admit that it is extremely un-
likely that for many years to come the line
will be extended from Yaraka to Powell
Creek. For some strange rcason the engi-
neer in charge constructed a tank for a
water supply 5 miles from the Yaraka ter-
minus; but why that was done one cannot
understand. To-day we have that tank 5
miles from the railhead which was sup-
posed to be the water supply for the Rail-
war Department. I understand that the
tank is of no wuse, because, after it had
been sunk to a depth of 12 feet, cattle bones
weore cncountered, proving that they were
sinking the tank in a sump. I hope the
Minister will give the matter serious con-
sideration. If he analyses the position on
a financial basis, he will probably find that
the additional livestock traffic would com-
pensate for the expense, together with the
fact that one heavy train per week could
be cut out. e could then probably employ
a rail-motor to give those people—who at
least deserve a decent service—a much better
and more expeditious service than they have
at present. On the Monday the rail-motor
could be used to connect with the mail at
Jericho, and thereby overcome one of the
real grievances that the people on the line
have against the Railway Department to-day.

The STECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Mwrille): 1 shall
give the matter mentioned by the hon.

member for Barcoo every consideration. I
quite realise that a good water supply is an
absolutc necessity in country arcas, not only
for the railway but for the people. I ‘en-
tirely approve of the practice of the depart-
ment in sceuring its water supply from local
bodies that have provided a water supply
system. The department undertakes to
sccure its water in cases where the people
have shown some initiative by locking creeks
and by other means. provided the water
can be secured at a reasonable rate.

Mr. Borcock : There is hardly a sufficient
number of people in this area.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
It may not be possible to do that in the
case to which the hon. member refers. If
the departiment undertakes to take, say,
3,000,000 gallons of water per annum at the
rate of 1s. 9d. per 1,000 gallons, that means
that the people responsible for the pro-
vision of the wuter supply receive revenue
amounting to from £250 to £200 per annum.
It meets the convenience of the department
to be assured of a permancnt supply of water
whenever necessary, and, in return, the de-
partment assists the locality that is prepared
to make provision for water requirements.
I think that practice is a very good one,
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and one which should be extended. So far
as I am concerned, it will be extended.

There may be some difficulty in connect-
ing with Yaraka. The department has to
look at the matter from the point of view
of finance. If the department was satisfied
that a saving could be effected in present
costs by the expenditure of a few hundred
pounds, naturally it would be good business
for the department to make the money
available.

If, on the other hand, it is not going to
effect a saving, or is going to cost the
department more—that is, if the interest on
the expenditure will be greater than the cost
of conveying water to that locality, as we
are doing at present—then we must give con-
sideration to that side of the question. We
have to study these matters carefully, and
deal with them in a business-like manner.
We cannot spend a large amount of money,
even for a water supply, unless it will be a
profitable undertaking, I shall go into the
matter with the Commissioner, and if any
assistance can be given to the people in the
Yaraka district, by giving them a better
service to connect up with the mail train at
Jericho and thus cause them loss inconveni-
ence than at the present time, it will be
readily given. We must always take into
consideration the fact that to-day the rail-
wars are losing a considerable amount of
money, and that it is the duty of those in
control of the system to endcavour, without
injuring the convenience or facilities of the
people, especially in distant parts, to econo-
mise in every possible way, and not impose
any additional charges upon the revenue of
the State,

Mr. Burcock: You are losing money now
by not making the counection with the mail
train.

Resolution 26—(Railways—Central Division
and Mackay Raeailway)—agreed to.

Resolutions 27 to 32, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 33— Department of Public

Lands—Irrigation and Water Supply Com-
mission V’'—

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): I asked for a
discussion on this vote in order to get some
information about the future of the Dawson
Valley irrigation area. I am sorry that the
responsible Minister is not in his place in
the House. I am somewhat handicapped by
his abscnee, as I have some questions to put
to him, and I feel somewhat aggrieved at
his absence. I do not desire to state my
facts unless I can get some information in
reply.

The question that I am most particularly
concerned about is in relation to the whole
problem of irrigation, as to the future of the
Dawson River irrigation settlement, and also
the future policy of the department with
respect to undertakings originally under-
taken by the Irrigation and Water Supply
Commission. Until quite recently it was the
practice, at the request of a local authority,
to make available the services of officers of
the Irrigation and Water Supply Commis-
sion. This was a convenience to the local
authorities. To-day that policy has been
entirely revoked, and local authorities are
now required to engage private consulting
engineers for any problem or work associated
with their functions. The two questions are
interdependent. In the first place, we all
know that very grave hardship has at times

Mr. Bulcock.]
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been inflicted on councils by a consulting
engineer who was not capable of dISChalglnﬂ‘
his job. I have in mind several instances
where private enginecers were consulted about
doing a certain job. The job would be done
to the detriment of the council, yet the
council had no legal redress auamst the
engineer they cngaged.

Nobody could advise the council. That
happened so frequently that ultimately the
late Government regarded it as being neces-
sary that some protection should be afforded
to the local authorities in question, and for
that purpose made the Commissioner of
Irrigation and Water Supply a consulting
engineer. He and his officers were av alla,blb
t> local authorities to guide, guard, and
protect them from being despoiled at the
hands of private individuals. That position
has been entirely revoked; and I under-
stand the Government now propose to go
back to the old vicious system whercby the
local authorities have no protection. They
propose that the private engineer shall be
the all-powerful individual in this particular
ugard and he may despoil a council, and
there 1s no official redress and no one to
whom that council may go for advice. That

eems to me to bn a wrong policy. I think
the Commissioner’s services "should have been
retained in a con%ulting capacity, or that
the new Commissioner, if one be appointed,
should be utilised in a consulting capacity
when a local authority requires certain infor-
mation and is of the opinion that it is not

getting a  fair deal from the engineer
uployed by it.
There is another vital issue involved so

far as bores are concerned. We all know
that the problem of water supply in the West
is most serions, Many people to-day pro-
fess to believe that there is a great diminu-
tion in the supply of water in the artesian
basin of the State. Personally I do not
believe we have very satisfactory data one
way or the other; but the Commissioner
should take the lonfr view in regard to thesc

matters. He should take a fair view, whereas
the private practitioner would be *more con-
cerned about getting a bore down, irrespec-
tive of what the position might be. Although
there is a water supply inspector attached
to_the Irrigation and Water Supply Com-
mission stationed in Central Queensland, it
i+ very obvious that he is not going to
accept the full responsibility for a job that
is handed over to private enterprise. In
this particular direction the Government are
handing over these things to the councils;
and are handing over work previously done
by the Irrigation and Water Supply Com-
mission to private individuals. If the private
individual gives the council a fair go, well
and good; if he docs not, then the council—
which means the people in that particular
area—will have very little redress. The fact
emerges that the whole of the activities of
the Irrigation and Water Supply Commission
in relation to local authority work is now
being handed over to the tender mercies of
private enterprise. some of which will be
honest and some dishonest,

I want to know something about the inten-
tions of the Government in regard to the
Dawson Valley irrigation works. I am a bit
concerned about this matter, because I was
a member of the Government which passed
a Bill whick made possible the irrigation
in the Dawson area. We gave those settlers
assurances that we would do certain things
for them. I want to know whether the

[Mr. Bulcock.
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department is revoking those assurances—
whether it is abandoning to the wolves the
men who have taken up land in the Dawson
Valley area, or whether it intends to con-
tinue the poliey we laid down. I believe
that many settlers in the Dawson Valley area
are finding themselves in very grave diffi-
culties. In previous years it has been the
practice of the Cominission to ration the
water—to make a survey of the water
resources in the early spring, and to ration
the water over the balance of the year until
the rainy season sects in, if it did et in. The
net result was that the distriet produced
many thousands of pounds worth of cotton
and other goods. 1 understand to-day, now
that contrel has virtually been abandoned,
that the water supply has been practically
exhausted at thiz early stige of the year,
and that consequently there will be very
little cotton produced. They are pumping
air for the first time therc. Under the super-
vision of Mr. Partridge that never hap-
pened; but since he dissociated himself from
the supervision of this irrigation work I am
informed that no attempt has been made,
or is being made, to conserve the water
supply. I should redllv correct my state-
ment that no attempt is being made, because
iz would be futile to make any attempt,
sceing that there is no water available. The
weir was put there for the purpose of con-
serving water, to be distributed later. The
water that the weir has backed up has all
been utilised; and the consequence is that
the crops that would have been produced.
had irrigation been possible, will not be
produced this year.

If my information is correct, it discloses

a lamentable state of affairs, and shows the
abﬁolutx necessity for some Qupmwslon in
regard to the distribution of water in con-
nection with the Dawson Valley Irrigation
Scheme. Nothing could wreck an irriga-
tion farm scheme more quickly than this
sort of thing. It will do incalculable harm
to the setticrs, and do a great deal more
barm to the prestige of the State. The State
made certain promiscs to the seitlers; and
is now apparently not fulfilling the promises
that were made.

I ask the Minister to investigate this
question; and I lay particular stress on the
LO"lSel{'Vd,tIOn of water supplies when water
is again available in the Dawson Valley.
If this is not done, we are going to have a
repetition of the presont position each dry
vear, with the natural result that in the
process of time the Dawson Valley irriga-
tion area will be another thing that is
abandoned, and hon. members opposite will
say, “ It was your scheme; we accept no
ro,ponmblhty for its having proved a
failure.” As a matter of fa(’t, it promised
to be one of the most successful irrigation
schemes in Australia. Some years ago some
of us had an opportunity of visiting the
area, and most of us were favourably
impressed with the possibilities of the scheme.
To-day everybody will regret to know that
the settlers have encountered this very grave

sot-back, and I want to know whether the
department is prepared to go on with
further development and open up new

arcas; what it proposes to do in 1ela.t1on
to the present settlers; and whether it is
proposed to discharge _the contractional
obligations in regard to those men. I would
like the Minister to give special attention
to the question of conserving water when
there is a fresh supply there, and thus make
this irrigation scheme a success.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. W. A, Deacon, Cunningham): The hon,
member for Barcoo stated that local authori-
ties had been handed over to the tender
mercies of the private plachtionor, and that
they had no protection. The position is that
in regard tc any future works local authori-
ties taks on they will have to accept their
own responsibifities. They have their own
engineer, and he will be able to see that they
are protemed The only condition the Go-
vernment make is that, if they borrow noney
from the Treasurer, before that money is
loaned, the proposal will be inspected and
reported on by an engineer of the Irriga-
tion and Water Supply Commission. I do
not think there is any danger of the local
authorities all being ruined, as the hon.
member suggests. The local authorities are
capable of looking after themselves. They
should be, as they have had cnough experi-
ence. If the" are not capable, certainlv they
will have to abide by the Tesult of their
incapacity. They will be in no worse posi-
tion than they were in when they were under
a Government department,

Let me give the hon. member an instance
of the failure of an irrigation scheme under
the late Government. The Inkerman Irriga-
tion Settlement was attached to the Water
Supply Department at one time. The result
was that they got a very expensive scheme
built by a Government department under the
late Government which they could not afford
to pay for. No body of settlers could possibly
be put in so bad a position as the Inkerman
farmers were left in by a Government depart-
ment.

At 3.50 p.m.,

The Spraxer resumed the chair.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
A large amount of that money has been
written off. Mr. Partndwe has done it of
his own accord. So far as water supply in
the West is concerned, the bores will «till be
under the control of the Irrigation and
Water Supply Commission. The late Govern-
ment put settlers on the Inkermsun area with-
out providing them with water. They
promised to make provmlon for water, but
did not honour their promise. They put up
a temporary weir therc which would not
hold sufficient water for the neceds of the
settlers.

Mr. Burcock: They never had any diffi-
culty until this year.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

They never had any drought before this one.

Mr. Borcock : The water is rationed now,
but it was not rationed before.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Mr. Partridge is @ man in whom we have
every confidence. The temporary weir put
up by the late Government would not hold
back sufficient water to provide for the
settlers. We have hastened the completion
of the new weir, which is now completed ; and
all that we want is rain to fill the dam. Lf
the late Government, which the hon. member
for Barcoo supported, had realised their
responsibility to the settlers they put there,
there would not be any dlfhcultv st the
present time. They made promises without
bothering to make provision to meet them.
The settlers are better off under this Govern-
ment than they were before.

Mr. Burcock: They were better off under
our Government than they are under yours.

[25 OcroBER.]
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The hon. member can go and see for himself.
¥{e lnows the position as well as I do. I do
not know that he is aware of what quantity
of water there is there.

Mr. Burcock: You
mquiries.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Until I hear from the department that what
the hon. member says is the case, I decline
to believe it. At the same time, the whole
blame in connection with the matter rests
with the late Administration, which made
promises when they sent the men there and
neglected to keep their promises,

Resolution  33—(Department of Public
Lands, Irrigation and Water Supply Com-
mission)—agreed to.

should make some

Resolution 34— Department

of Public
Lands—Miscellancous Services

v—agreed to.
Resolution 35— Department of
turs and Stock—Chief Office V'~

Vir. FOLEY (Leichhardt): 1 wish to take
this opportunity of referring to the adminis-
tration of the Animals and Birds Act. We
have at the present tlme a large fund accu-
mulated as the result of a levy Imposed upon
the trappers during the last few cpen seasons.
According to the Treasurer’s Tables, we have
no less a sum than £58,855 to the "eredit of
the Animals and Birds Act, and to that will
be added the royalties and other fees col-
lected this year or last sesson and not put
in this financial year—to the extent of over
£20,000, thus making a total credit of
£78,855.

The point I wish to raise is that, when
this b per cent. royalty was charged orlglnally
upon the value of skins, it was intended that
the amount so raised would be used for the
better protection of animals in the close
season against trapping and the building
up of the industry on a more stable footing
than previously was the case. Although 1t
was not expected that such a large fund
would be accumulated, nevertheless it was
fully intended in the time of the late Mr.
Gillies as Secretary for Agriculture that

wvhatever money was obtained would be used
f01 that purpose. Up to the present time all
we have done iz to appoint seven rangers
and provide on the Hstimates a sum of
£5,440 for their salaries and incidental ex-
penses, Out of a fund of £78,855 that is a
very small amount, and the rangers have no
possible chance of adequately carrying out
the purposes for which the fund was estab-
lished. In my own district we have one
ranger, who has to control the whole of the
Smmﬂ ure and Rolleston districts, the area
towards Jericho as far as Clermont across to
Mount Coolon, and down on the Isaacs
River, 100 milex from Jericho. It is impos-
sible for one man to police such an area and
prevent men from trapping in it in the close
scason.  The bona fide trapper who makes
it his business to go trapping in the open
scason because he s assured of making a
very good cheque made in a short space
of time——

Mr. CostELLO: Don’t they use cyanide?

Mr. FOLEY: The “mug’ trapper in
the hon. member’s dlstrlct may use cyanide
or go out with a pea rifle at night; bus
the man who knrows his business, such as
the men around Springsure and "Rolleston
who use snares frequently get thirty or

My, Foley.]
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forty dozens of opossum skins a month. At
any rate, I recommend to the Minister that
out of this enormous fund he should put on
sufficient rangers to carry out the Act in the
way orlgmdhv intended. He has the money
there to pay them and adequately protect
opossums in the close season; but he -cannot
do it or exercise adequate supervision with
the few rangers he has now. Otherwise, in
a very short space of time the average
trapper will awaken to the fact that he is
paying 5 per cent. royalty on every skin he
gets, in addition to his 10s. fee, and he
will go on strike against building up a huge
fund. We are fast reaching that stage.
We should either reduce the percentage
below 5 per cent., cut it out altocgther, or
uttlise the fund in the way in which it was
proposed to use it. Only a few
[4 p.m.] rangers have been appointed
under the Act, but during the
past finencial year they were instrumental
i securing very few convictions for breaches
of the Act, and a number of prosecutions are
still pend‘ng Fines amounting to £203 were
imposed, and a considerable number of skins
were confiscated to the Crown. The time
has arrived when the legislation should be
amended in many directions. In the Spring-
sure district one man has been convicted on
no less than threc occasions, and was found
to have a number of skins in his possession.
Apparently he was able to dispose of the
skins during the close scason. Although he
had been convicted on two previous ocea-
sions, he was fined a paltry £15 for his third
offence. The average bona fide trapper is
definitely opposed to any persons trapping
in the close season. A bona {ide trapper has
in mind a certain district which he pro-
poses to exploit immediately the season is
opened; and, if certain 1nd1wduals are per-
mitted to tmp indiscriminately in the close
season it means that the bona fide trapper
during the open season has continually to
shift camp before he finds a locality where
it is profitable to operate. This industry
is a very valuable one, not only from the
point of view of the trapper, but also from
the point of view of the State. The value
secured for skins obtained last year indi-
cates that the industry is more important
to-day than the goldmining industry, and
is much more important than a number of
other smaller industrics that receive en-
couragement and are fostered at the hands
of the Government. Strict supervision should
be exercised during the cloze scason so that
the industry may be a profitable and stabi-
lised one during the period of operation, I
suggest that the Minister should adopt the
method followed by his pledecessor, the hon.
menber for Mackay, now the Leader of the
Opposition. The late Secretary for Agricul-
ture realised that it was necessary to deal
properly with the industry, and with that
objeet in view, he arranged in Brisbane a
conference of rangers and chairmen of the
boards constituted under the Act, with the
ob]ect of discussing ways and means of im-
proving the industry. At that time the
individuals concerned had not had a great
amount of experience, as they had been
operating only for a period of about twelve
months. I would suggest that, as these
rangers and chairmen of the various boards
have now had a conziderable amount of
experience, they should be called to Brisbane
to advise the Minister as to whether there
is any room for improvement in the Animals
and Birds Act.

[Mr. Foley
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Another suggestion worthy of considera-
tion is that of laying down something speci-
fic in the Act in order to determine whether
o skin was or was not caught in the close
season., At the present time the magistrate
has nothing in the Act to guide him in
determining whether the skins found in the
possession of a trapper were (au«rht in the
close season, or whether, as it is flequently
contended in prosecutions for trapping in
a close season, they were a carry-over from
the previous season, and that the trapper
had been unable to sell them. That is very
often the difficulty that the magistrate is
confronted with in a prosecution; and that
difficulty is accentuated by the fact that the
skins in question had not been seen pre-
viously. 1t has been suggested that a claw
of the right forefoot should be left on the
¢kin to denoto that it had becn caught in
one season, and that a claw of the left fore-
foot must adhere to the skin to denote that
it was caught in the next season.

Another point I wish to deal with is the
ploh bition of the marketing of skins known
¢ kittens.” It 1s very hard to determine
what is the right time to open the opossum
scason. Fvery season we notice from the
first sales that a great number of what are
termed ‘¢ kittens ”” are sold. If this is per-
mitted to continue, it will have a very
damaging effect on the propagation and con-
tinuation of the opossum in Queensland. I
suggest that the Minister should give con-

sideration to the preohibition of mar-
keting  what are known as ‘¢ kitten’
skiny, and also to the payment of a reason-

able price, such as occurred in the Springsure
district, of 2s, or 2s. 6d. per head for every
voung opossum that was caught by the
trapper In any open season. We were suc-
cessful in collecting quite a-number of young
opossums in the 8pringsurec and Clermont
districts and having them conveyed and dis-
tributed to districts where the animals are
practically extinct. If that were done, it
would to a large extent assist in the con-
tinuation and propagation of the opossum in
many districts where trapping operations are
carried on to a large extent. I hope that
my suggestions will bear fruit, and that the
Minister in charge of this Act will at least
make an honest endeavour to use some of
the funds for the purpose they were intended
for; and that, if he cannot sce his way to
do so, e will af least diseontinue the royalty
system if we are not to use it as intended.

Resolution 35 (Department of Agriculture
and Stock—Chief Office} agreed to.

Resolutions 36 to 39, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 40—‘¢ Department of Agricul-
ture and Stock—~Slaughtering Aet ”—

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): I desire to draw
attention to the attitude of the Government
with regard to the question of slaughtering,
more particularly in the Brisbane area. Thi
year there is a reduction of two in the
number of inspectors provided under this
Act. There are more butcher shops in Bris-
bane to-day than in previous years, and the
consumption of meat in Brisbane—indced
throughout Queensland—is greater to-day by

reason of the increased population. The
system we have denends for its success on
the most rigid scrutiny and inspection. For

the benefit of those hon. members who do
not know the vicissitudes under which the
slaughtering inspecters labour, 1 would like
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to point out that in Queensland—and in this
vespect Brisbane 1s unique—we have a
variety of slaughteryards situated at widely
.divergent points. Lven with the number of
inspectors who were cmployed—they num-
bered thirty-five—it was humanly impossible
to make the necessary inspections to ensure
that Brisbane was getting an absolutely pure
meat supply. It is very obvious rthat the
inspection cannot take place if there 1s a
diminished number of inspectors available.
I3 is commonly known that on many occa-
sions discased meat has entered into human
-consumption i Brisbane and other towns
in Qucensland. One need only look at the
press reports from time to time to sec
where some unscrupulous butcher—and some-
times some unfortunate butcher who is not
in a position to recognise discased mcat—
is prosecuted for offering discased meat for
sale or having it in his shop. It is not
aiways tho fault of the butcher, who may
have his slaughtering done by contract and
in that case he is the unwilling victim of
circumstances. This fact does emerge, how-
ever, that for every butcher or slauwhtct-
xald proprietor who is plowmvmd for h(wmfr
diseased meat in his posession many must
escape. QOur system inevitably tends in that
direction. It is not the fault of the inspector;
we want more inspectors than we have if
the Act is to be efficiently administered.
The reduction in the number of inspectors
represents a very grave position so far as
the people are concerned, because it repre-
sents a prospective inroad on the health of
the community, seeing that it is obviously
impossible for all meat consumed each day
in Brisbane to be inspected. We are doing
the best we can with the present system. 1
believe that the best that the srstem affords
is being done; but I am reluctant to agree
to a reduction in the number of persons who
are employed to conduct this inspection. It
is a real menace to the hecalth of the com-
munity. Probably the only way whereby
the difficulty can be adequately overcome
is by the establishment of a central slaughter-
ing authority. Sooner or later abattoirs
will come, and in that connection I should

like to inguire whether any move is being
made. I know that the Government have
been awaiting the report of Mr. Cramsie.

T thought, perhaps, the Minister might have
some earlier information, as this matter is
of vital importance. It is a matter that
should have been taken up seriously years
ago. If we are going to have abattoirs, well
and good, because the sooner we have them
the better it will be for the health of the
people of Queensland.

Resolution 40 (Department of Agriculture
and Stock—Slaughtering Act) agreed to.

Resolutions 41 to 51, both inclusive, agreed
fo.

Resolution 52— Premier and Chief Secre-
tary’s Department—Legislative Assembly '—

Mr, POLLOCK (Gregory): I am sorry
that the courtesy of beingz present in this
Chamber when their Estumates are under
consideration is not being extended to hon.
members by Ministers as much as it cught
to be. Some of the Ministers are here:
others are not. Apparently the consideration
by Parliament of these resolutions amounts
io very little. T am glad that the Premier
has come in, because I desire to raise a
matter under the heading *‘ Legislative
Assembly ” which is of extreme importance
‘to members of the Opposition. I refer to the

[25 OcToBER.]
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question of arranging the business, which is
a matter for the Legislative Assembly. In
view of the ruling given by Mr. Deputy
Speaker earlier in the day, that we would
be entitled to discuss a certain matter, I ask
the Leader of the Government to give to the
Opposition some indication as to whether he
proposes to allow a discussion to take plare
in regard to the charges made by a certain
Minizter during the present session? A
motion relating to those charges is on the
business-sheet. A ruling has been given that
we shall not have the right to discuss this
questlon in any way until that motion comes
zlong. If the motion does not come before
us, T maintain that we shall have to rush
into recess with the honour of certain mem-
bers of this Assembly impugned without
their having had any chance whatever lo
defend themsclves against charges made
under the cover of parliamentary privilege.
Now, that is not right. No Government
knowing their job or desiring to be fair to
hon. members of this Assembly can view with
equanimity such g state of affairs as that. 1
do not believe that the Premier can. I am
fair enough to say that I believe the Premier
regrets the attacks that were made under
cover of parliamentary plullene but then
it is onlv fair that those who are attacked
and who have to suffer sllentlv under this
sort of thing ought at least to be given some
indication as to when the motion w hich deals
with these matters is likely to come before
the ¥louse. The public is not awsre that,
when notice is given of a motion on a matter
such as this, it cannot be discuss=d unless the
Government choose to allow it to be discussed.

The Government, with their majority,
arrange the order of business, and this
motion, that a select committee be appointed

to inquire into the allegations made by a
Minister of the Crown against hon. members
on this side—an allerratlon that there was a

master mind behind a certain thing—cannot
be discussed unless the Premier chooses to
bring that motion up on the businessi-sheet,
and give us an opportunity to discuss it.
The Premier, as a man of honour—I think he
is one—ought at least to give us that right.
It is a horrible thing for anv hon. member
who is either present in this Aswmbly or
who is absent through no fault of his own to
have to sit silent under an accusation such
as this. Tt is not fair, There is no justice
whatever in closing this session without giv-
ing the Opposition an opportunitv of refuting
the chargoes that have been made against it

and against the previous Government. There
are members of this Asesmbly who were
members of the previous Government. Their

honour has been impugned, and ther are
unable to defend themselves. It is not eom-
petent for them to say one word in defence
unless the Premier chooses to allow them. I
ask the Premier noint blank. ¢ Will he give
them that onportunitv?” It is a straight
aquestion.  He is here in his nlace. T ask
him. Will he give members—who have been
accused under cover of parliamentary
privilege of all sorts of things by one of his
Ministers—will he give them that oppor-
tunity to defend themselves? Will he give
us a chance to discuss a motion to appoint
a select committee? ¥e is silent!

It is obvious that the Premier rcalises
that one of his Ministers has got himself
into a hole, and he will not allow this party
to defend itself because he believes and knows
that. If it does defend itself, his Minister

My, Pollock.]
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This is a horrible state of
affairs to be hanging over the heads of
members of this Chamber. It is not just,
and there can be no defence of it. If the
Premier does not give us the opportunity of
discussing this motion, he must stand con-
demned as being a man who is not prepared
to give men who hsve been unjustly accused
a fair deal.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): On the FEsti-
mates-in-Chief we were prevented from
revicwing the conduct of the Assembly on
the Legislative Assembly vote. It will be
admitted that a vote, for instance, on the
Home Sccretary’s Estimates should not pre-
vent us from inquiring into the conduct of
prisons, asylums, outdoor relief, and so on;
that on a vote for the Department of Public
Lands we should not be prevented from
inquiring into the conduct of any of the sub-
branches of that department; wt when this
vote was going through, we were prevented
from speaking on the conduct of the
Assembly, particularly relating to the occur-
rence in this Chamber on 4th October,

I do not wish to traverse the statements
I madc earlier in the day on the vote for the
Department of Mines; but on this vote cases
arise which directly concern us as members
of this Assembly, such as being unable
to get straight answers to questions, the
actual wording—the verbiage of questions—
being censored—with which T have no quarrel,
as questions should be decently put; but
they should also be decently answered.

will be in a hole.

In a question which I addressed to the
Treasurer the other day, I asked if, con-
sidering the statements made by me in a
pmsoml explanation as to giving Mount Isa
shares to certuin persons, seeing that all
these statements were made in my income
tax return for 1924, and were also supplied
by the secretary of Mount Isa Proprictary
Sllwer Lead, Limited, in the same year in
his income tax 1eturn the Treasurer would
use his new-found powers and peruse
those income tax returns and give me
this little amount of justice in regard
to the charges made by the meaner
followers of the Government on 4th October.
The eventual reply of the Treasurer to that
question was that he has never vet perused
income tax returns and does not propose to
do so, from which arises the natural ques-
tion, “ Why, if he does not, did not, and
will not, did he have this 1egu1at10n pasied
through the Housc?” Was it only intended
for tho main purpose of affecting the Com-
monwealth electlon‘? If it were not, and if
it is right for him to proclaim a regulation
—which they can do by the mere fovce of
their numbers, and by reason of the fact that
they are the Government—is it right to stop
there and not to use the 1ognhtlon to do
justice to a member of the Houss? The
general air of scandalmongering that has
been going on in this House since before tho
Federal elcotmn and which suddenly was
dropped after the Federal oloctmn—qust 28
we know the unemplorment in Queensland
was made a leading feature of all nows.

papers
The SPEAKER : Order!
Mr. BEDFORD: 1 am only making an

illustration in passing—I do not propose to
get on to that subject. I say in the samc
way that that disappeared immediately—
wiraculously—so far as necwspapers ‘were

| Mr. Pollock.
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concerned, immediately after the election on
1ith “/Iaw, similarly this air of scandalmon-
gering 1s now permitted to be dropped just
because the Federal elections are over—just
because they have resulted as they have.
Whether they had resulted in this way or
the other, they would still have been drepped.
And why should any of the people, especially
members on this side whe have been thereby
implicated, suddenly be refused anything in
the way of a withdrawal of the charge cr
an inquiry into it?

Now the case of Mungana is attempted to
be tacked on to the case of Mount Isa Pro-
prietary Silver-lead Limited. For what
rexson? Only because Mount Isa Proprie-
iary Silver-lead Limited is a clean proposi-
tlon The Mount Isa Proprietary business

s brought into this House under cover of
a proposxtlon in the Mining ['rust Limited
Agreement Ratiflication Bill—it could not
otherwise have been brought up here—so
that the Minister would not review the con-
ditions of the Bill, as he ought to have done,
but could mlmcdxatelv sidetrack himself
and the whole scurce of the Bill and the
reasons for the Bill by stating that the
reason why it was introduced was in order
to ple\ont a repetition of the blackmail-—
that is the word he used—the ¢ blackmail ”’
which had been exercised on Mount
Isa Mines Limited. Iverrbody knows the
facts of the Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-
lead Limited by this time. Everybody
knows that, because certain prospectors
would not deal with the representatives of
Mount Isa Mines ILimited—because they
had known them before—and insisted on
dealing  with e  because they had
known me before, the Mount Isa Mines
Limited tried to get certain lcazes from
us—first for £500C, then for £35,000
—and depreciated our stock in  the
cpen market so that we could not issue our
reserve qhmcs and would not be able to pay
the £2500¢ for the option over those leases,
hopmg thereby that. as they had already
tried to do, they would be able to side-
track us and so save themselves £100,000.
Everybody knows that this business was
introduced here purcly for the effect it
might have on the Federal election, the
Ob‘GCtlv(‘ being—not me, but Theodore.

Everrbody knows that that was the reason
for it, just as everybody knows that they
“thudded.” Now , whatever the case may
be about Mungana, the case here was that
the Mount Isa Propuomw business wus &
clean arrangement between prospectors who
knew me and trusted me and a company of
men who were game to put up their money
because of their knowledge of me and all those
small men who followed me and who even-
tually got £1 for their bs. That case is tacked
on to the Mungana case as a maleshift. If
there is proof of the truth of the statement
ma:le in thet =wery opportune inguiry into the
ba,ukluplcw of Mr. Reid, then this party has
had its leg puiled badly; but this party can
only plead guilty to believing that the state-
ment made by its Leader was correct, If
it was incorrect, then let him answer it in
any tribunal of the land; but T have yetb to
learn that it is right to have my business
fastened on to a thmcf in which the Govern-
ment had bought something from. members
of the Government. I object to that course.

While we are on the question of the conduct
of this House, let us get back to the evasive
replies given to a statement made in refer-
ence to this cutting from the Melbourne
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“Age” Tt is a copy of a letter addressed
to the Premier, although, for the purposes of
the Act relating to libel, certain statements
have been deleted from 1t by the Melbourne
“ Age,”” which accepted it as an advertise-
ment. This is the letter, addressed to the
Premier—

“Dear Mr, Moore,—I reccived your
telegram yesterday (Saturday). I enclose
for your perusal a clipping from the
¢ Guardian You will note the head-
line, ¢ Bribe Convict.’

“ Over a period of seven years I have
been getting this sort of thing. Anything
else can be treated with contempt. This
sort of thing can only be fought.

“ For seven years I have had to be on
the watch all the time. T never knew
from whence to cxpect the next attack.
The struggle must necessarily become
harder and harder unless I can ease up
the strain,
~““ As briefly as possible let me review
the events of the last few months. When
I visited you I asked—(1) That an inquiry
be held. That you refused. Then you
were asked as a second alternative—but
to me I must confess a distasteful alter-

native, and one prompted by circum-
stance alone—that your Government
would pledge itself not to plead the
Statute of Frauds and Iimitations if

legal action were taken to secure the
release of the £3,000 bonds and £200 cash
which counsel had advised us had been
confiscated by a faulty Act. This also
you refused; but your Government said,
in coffect, if we could weather so fateful
a bar as a cortain nonsuit, vou would
not introduce legislation to reconfiscate
the money.”

[4.30 p.m.]

“‘That was a promise that could only
be interpreted to mean that your Govern-
ment would concede nothing.

¢ Roturning to Sydney I got a couple
of bumps over the seven-years-old trouble,
and then the Federal elections came on.
Dr. Nott was howling so much about
Billy Hughes not agreeing to meet him
in debate that I wrote him, and chal-
lenged him to meet me. He sidestepped
that challenge in the very manner he was
condemning Hughes for adopting. He
informed me br telephone that he was
writing to me on the following day—but
he did not keep his word.”

I do not blame Nott for that—

“Then came the question in the Queens-
land Ilouse. and for all practical pur-
poses I am back where I was on the day
I was released from Boggo-road Gaol,
with this exception—that then I believed
the thing could be lived down. but now
I know that it has to be fought down or
I must go under. I prefer to fight.

“When I read that hcadline in the
‘Guardian,” I realised that it said in
callous  trpe  what Country Party

Nationalists often said. and are now sav-
ing, in effect. I knew scven years ago
that this would be said, but then believed
it my silence saved a party the repre-
sentatives of that party would keep their
promises made to me at a time when to
exact the promise from them in writing
would have been as cruel as it was
cowardly.

[25 OcroBER.]
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“ Having read the headline I then
wired to you. For the courtesy of your
reply I thank you.

“What I now want to point out to
you is this: The organisation responsible
for the hatching of the plot, and linking
it up with the politicians, is the one that
hurls the- stone at me.

“ This is the simple fact of the whole
thing.”

I am informed by pcople who ought to know
that the letter went on to say—

1 went to Boggo road for what 1 did,
but the man who prompted and showed
usz the political legal way out of it got
the position of Agent-General”

The Premier: He did not say that in the
letter he wrote to me.

My, BEDFORD: He mentioned Klacart-
ney's name in the letter he wrote to you.

The Previrr: No.
Mr. BEDFORD: Did he mention Jim
Clark ?

The PreEmiER: No. IIc did not mention
anybody's name.

Mr. Prasz: You said that you had never
received the letter.

The PreMiER: I had not when the hon.
member asked me the question.

Mr. BEDFORD: Let me proceed—

“ A certain well-known association at
an executive mecting, after T had advised
that it was unnecessary to go on with
the proposal, decided that a man should
be ¢bought’ to cross the floor of the
House.”

He mentioned the United Pastoralists and
Graziers’ Association; and I am told that in
the letter to the Premier the name
“ Macartney ’ is mentioned. Further—

“When I asked about penalties In case
of failure, I was told that a well-known
political legal man had  advised that it
was perfectlv legal, provided the man to
be ¢bought’ was not asked to vote on a
specific Bill, and he further advised that
he be paid in bonds, preferably across
the New South Wale« border.”

Dirty work at the cross roads! Further—

“ Certain members of the Opposition
were approached, and agried that to
give the ‘bought’ man a chancs to
cross the floor of the House a no-confi-
dence motion should be moved.

“Now, the position is that the associa-
tion referred to was responsible—officially
responsible—for the attempt not to bribe
Brennan, but to buy his political sup-
port in the House. The mode of opera-
tions was outlined by the solicitor
referred to.

“ Nearly every mewmber of your party
who was in the House in August, 1922,
was prepared to accept the dissolution
which the defection of Brennan would
have brought about. There were several
interviews in the House with izembers
on the subject. Somre of the membe:s
who howled loudest against Connolly and
myself knew as much abouv the whole
affeir as I did myself.”

Mr., Portock: What?

Mr. BEDFORD: This is what the man
said in his letter to the Premier.
Mr. Porrock : Say it again.

Mr. Bedford.]
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Mr. BEDFORD: I repcat it—

“ Some of the members who howled
loudest against Connolly and myself
knew as much about the whole affair as
I did myself.”

Further—

“The man who supplied the bonds,
however, put over a story worthy of a
novelist.”’

Or a pearler !

The Prpeuier: Does he say that in that
letter, or do ynu say that?

Mr. BEDFORD: I am saying that in
parenthescs—you ought to have known that.
“This was the explanation of that
man :—° I found the bonds for legitimate
propaganda work, and Sleeman misap-
plied the funds entrusted to him.

““That falsehood and the unholy and
hyprocitical horror with which parliamen-
tarians cursed us to clear themselves were
the initiial stages in the campaign of
malicious misrepresentation that is going
strongly to-day.

“1 believe there is only one way to
meet this—to effectively suppress this—to
win free from this manacling and damag-
ing evil from the past, and that is to
publicly proclaim the part [ plaved in
the matter, and I do not think a fair-
minded public will be slow to realise
that, after all, I was an agent who was
afterwards handed the liabilities of the
principals gratuitously to carry; uor do
I think that the public will think that
the Brennan casc was the sole case of its
kind.

“You will pardon an Ishmael who has
been in the wilderness for seven years
feeling very strongly on the matter. You
may cven be able to rcalise that after
the ¢ Guardian’ headline it is my duty
to clear myself of a mass of imputations
and innuendoes that have grown about
an ancient conviction in the law courts
of your State.

“You have promised the people an
inquiry into Mungana., You are sworn
to act without fear or favour.”

‘“ Whilst you will not fear the men
who may have been responsible for irre-
gularities at Mungana, it is to be hoped
that you will not favour the men respon-
sible for shelving their responsibilities
in the matter of attempting to buy
Brennan.

“I ask you, as a result of these further
facts, to grant me an inquiry. Let the
matter of any moneys involved be for-
gotten. I will give you a written
guarantee to make no financial claim
if yon will give me an official inquiry.”

That is very good of him—because he could
not get any money back. It was taken,
just as smuggled goods are treated as con-
traband by the Customs. Where the Premier
has a case like this with the facts so clear,
he keeps silent, and refuses even to go on
with the Mungana inquiry in the absence
of the man principally implicated.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: He has got to
take up a manly attitude after what he said.

Mr. BEDFORD: It is perfectly right
to be manly not only to the people who look

guilty but also to the pcople who look
innocent. If the Premier wants to be

[Mr. Bedford.
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manly, let him start by giving an inde-
pendent inquiry into Mount Isa right away.
It will not suit him to do so; it will not
suit his followers, because he knows it is
too clean; but just before the next election
he may do so. I am not going to walt
until just before the next eiection. If it
is nccessary for a member of Parliament
to get his own reputation cleared, and he
cannot get it cleared in the House itself,
then I will waive my rights as a member
of Parliament and take it outside as a
private citizen. In the meantime this thing
must stick. The Treasurer passed a most
iniquitous  regulation, which  generally
destroyed the inviolability of the secrecy of
income tax returns——

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Then your legis-
lation is iniquitous.

Mr. BEDFORD : And used that regulation
for the purpose of getting some political
advantage for a party which failed on 12th
October. He could do that, and yet refuse
in this ‘“ cattish ”’ way of his—this way of a
cat, this complacent ‘ cattish’ way—to do
a thing when it suits him, and to refuse to
do it with an appearance of great nobility
when it does not suit. After all, I am not
talking to the Treasurcr; I am, I believe,
talking to a bigger man—the Premier. Per-
sonally, 1 know he believes—and I have not
the sense of proportion if I could not see
it—that there is nothing in these charges. I
ask the Premier, who has already expressed
his own private opinion to me, and he has
expressed the same opinion in this House—
that there is nothing in this Mount Isa
business—to grant an inquiry so that it may
see the light of day; but I belicve that he
is prevented by the meaner people behind
him. Mungana is on its own; Slecman is
on his own; and Mount Isa Proprietary is
on its own; and I ask the Premier to give

three separate inquiries into those three
questions.

Oprositiox MeuBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,

Aubigny): Mr., Speaker-——
Mr. Forry: Stand up to it.

The PREMIER: Of course I will stand
up to it. I have never been afraid to stand
up to anything that I have said in this
House. I want to tell the hon. member
for Warrego that I definitely stated in this
House that I accepted without reservation
the statement he made that he gave these
shares to different individuals. I accepted
that statement of his; there is no question
about it. I would not ask the Treasurer
to look at the hon. member’s income tax
returns to see whether his statement was
true or otherwise. I believe he did do that.
But that was not the point. The point is
this: Are men who were occupying high
positions in this Housec and receiving gifts
of these shares capable afterwards of hand-
ling the business of this State, and passing
a railway which enhanced the value of those
shares?

Mr. BEDFORD : Are men capable of govern-
ing who receive the gifts of a Sleeman?

The PREMIER: The whole point at
issue is not a question of whether the hon.
member for Warrego gave away these
shares, or whether he did not do so; but
are men occupying Ministerial positions justi-
fied in accepting these shares and afterwards
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voting for a railway, which enhanced the
value ‘of those shares?

Mr. BeprorD: No one voted for that
railway; it went through on the voices.

The PREMIER: I do not care whether
the hon. member for Warrego gave the
Ministers in question 500 shares, or 1,000
shares, or even one share.

Mr. BeprorD: Is it corruption to ask for
a railway? (Inferjections.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: I am not accusing the
hon. member of corruption. I do not say
that he did not give the shares in perfectly
good faith. :

. Mr. Beprorp: You said in this House that
it was done in good faith.

The PREMIER: The part I object to,
and the part that to me is so wrong and
humiliating, js that Ministers should have
taken those shares knowing full well they
were going to pass a railway to the Mount
Isa field.

Mr. Beprorp: Your party were prepared
to take the benefit——

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Beprorp: Of the gift to Sleeman.

The SPEAKER : Order! If the hon. mem-
ber does not obey my call to order. T shall be
compelled to deal with him. The House
listened to him in silence, and T ask him to
extend the same treatment to the Promier.

Mr. BEDFORD : I beg pardon, Mr. Speaker.
I was talking so loudly that I could not hear
myself. (Laughter.)

The PREMIER: Some of the gentlemen
who took those shares are men who were also
mixed up in Mungana. Ther are not only
members of this House. We have it that Mr.
Dunlop, a mining warden, was given sharns.
All this wants to be sifted. Not that the
hon. member did anvthing wrong—he is per-
fectly entitled to give his shares awav—he
could give them all away. i

Mr. Beprorp: Not all! (Laughter.)

The PREMIER: I am not accusing him
of anything wrong. The point of view I
take is in respect of those individuals who
received the shares and who were afterwards
going to vote on a railway proposition.

Mr. BrAsSINGTON : They did not vote.

The PREMIER: Well, ther brought in
and passed a Bill.

Mr. Beprorn: Wouldn’t you bring in a
Mount Isa Railway Bill to-morrow ?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Hyngs: The Public Works Commission
approved of it.

The PREMIER : The hon. member might
be able to justify it in his own mind: I can-
not justify it. The principle is a bad one
and a wrong one. It cannot be justified in
any Parliament, and it ought to be inguired
into.

Mr. Beprorp: That is all T am asking yvou
to do. :

The PREMIER : But the hon. member has
brought in the Sleeman case, and read out a
letter, interpolating names that were never
put into that letter.

_ Mr. Beprorp: They were. T am assured
Dy a man who saw it,
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The PREMIER: I am assured by some-
body who saw somebody else do something
else! That might be all right if you want to
get in a ‘““dig” at a man who has been
appointed to a high and honcurable posi-
tion, It may be all right if you want to
blacken the characters of those individuals,
but I give ms word of honour that those
names were never in the letter Mr. Sleeman
wrote to me.

My, BeprorD: I accept that.

The PREMIER: I am prepared to lay it
on the table of this House. I have nothing
against Mr., Sleeman. He came to see me.
The case was old, and I went through the
papers, and have been through them since,
and I cannot see any justification at the
present time for any action to be taken. If
he is going to come out and openly accuse
members of this side of the House, or mem-
bers whom I know to be honest, then we
know what to do; but I am not going to
digress into generalities when people are
merely throwing dirt. I am not going to
have it. At the very time that this bribery
business was dealt with in Parliament, what
happened? This is what Mr. Vowles, the
then Leader of the Opposition, said in this
Chamber—

“1 desire to again dissociate myself
and party from those happenings, and
invite the Premier to appeint a Royal
{lommission to inquire into the truth or
otherwise of his statcruent or inmsinua-
tion. I make that challenge now to the
Premier. I challenge him to appoint a
Roral Commission to show that any or
every member of my party was in any
way asvociated with those happenings.”

Mr. Vowles asked the Premier to do that.
The late Government were in power at that
time, and they had the opportunity, with
their detective force and evervthing else, to
go into the whole question. What happened?
A leading article in the Brisbane ¢ Daily
Mail 7 of 1st May, 1923, after a reference to
the late Secretary for Mines, Mr. Jones, went
on to sav—

“ His colleague, Mr. Mullan, is under-
taking some amateur theatricals at
Charters Towers, with the Minister for
Justice in the title role as the hero. It
is casy to understand that Mr. Mullan,
as Attorney-General, feels some responsi-
bility with reference to the six-months-
old case of attempted bribery. It is
generally realised that in that case the
(Government prosecuted only the men who
had heen the tools, and that the prin-
cipals have not so far been brought to
justice.”

Mr. Beprorp: Is a leader from a “ bum ™
newspaper your best evidence?

The PREMIER—

“ Mr. Mullan now states that the Go-
vernment had a pretty fair knowledge as
to who were the owners of the bonds
found in the possession of the arrested
men. Probably Mr. Mullan’s audience
was duly impressed by this dramatic
statement and by the Minister’s further
declaration that he had obtained infor-
mation that might lead to an arrest, but
when it recovered its breath it would
feel disposed to ask Mr. Mullan the
simple question: Whvy have not the prin-
cipals been arrested? Is Mr. Mullan
waiting to bring off a coup on the eve

Hon. A. E. Moore.]
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of the clection? That would be a very
dramatic spectacle, particularly if the
Minister himself were to continue his
role as Sherlock Holmes and make an
arrest personally. But a British com-
munity does not want this sort of spec-
tacular justice. If the Government has a
prima facie case against principals, let
it place them on trial; if 1t has not, let
Mr. Mullan cease his melodramatic pos-
turing. He is a sorry actor at his best,
and should confine himself to politics.”

We challenged the Government of the day
to -appoint a Royal Commission, and the
extraordinary thing to me is this: I have
been through the whole of the papers, and
there is not one single document to show
that the Government took any action at all
after the trial.

Mr. Porrock: That should not stop you.

The PREMIER: I would like to ask the
hon. members, who were sitting behind the
Government of the day, why they did not
press the Government to go into the whole
qguestion and find out who were the guilty
persons.

Mr. BEDFoRD : They could not prove their

case. Thery had not the evidence. Now it
has been supplied.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

The PREMIER: The late Attorney-

General practically stated in this House that
he knew who thew were. T have gone into
the papers. If the jate Government were
genuinely interested in safe-guarding the
honour and probity of this House, one would
think something would have been done imme-
diately after the trial.

Mr. BEDFORD: Sleeman  has
“squealed.”

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
wait till someone “squeals ™ ? Had the late
Government no opportunity of finding out
where the bonds came from? Was it not
stated by Mr. Theodore that he would make
every 1nquiry?

Mr. Porrock: A man who turns King's
evidence is accepted as a witness,

The PREMIER : This is what 2r. Theo-
dore said, as reported on pagc 2143 of
“ Hansard —

1 know more than can be stated here
as to who was actually concerned in
arranging to bribe a member.”

H;} knew it. Why did he not go on with
1t 7

Mr. BeprorD: He knew it, but no one had

turned King’s evidence.

The PREMIER: The hon. member goes
back seven years to a case like this at an
clection time. I say to-day that I am not
going to reopen a case of that sort.

Mr. Porrock : Why open Mungana ?

. The PREMIER: Because, when wo wers
in Opposition, we tried to get an inquiry
into Mungana. What happencd? In the
last session of that Parliament we submitted
a dcfinite motion of want of confidence in
the Governmens because they would not hold
an inguiry. Were we allowed to discuss
that motion? It was put at the bottom of
tI}e paper, and it remained at the bottom
o the paper until the end of the session.
and we never had a chance of discussing it.
Do we not know from the evidence obtained
in the Reid bankruptey case that it was

[Hon. A. E. Moore,
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hinted that we brought it on? Brunkhorsi
was the first man to bring it up.
Mr. BeDrOrRD: Separate tham,

The PREMIER: Why separate them?
There is nothing personal against the hon.
member, who is the only onc not affected
in this matter. There is no accusuti i
the hon. member of doing anything corrupt.
He gave the shares away before anything
happenad.

Mr, Porrock: What about the other men?

The PREMIER : They ave not here, They
are all concerned, and they ought to be here
when the inquiry comes on.

Mr. PoLLock :- More then Mr.
is concerned.

The PRIEMTIER: There were several of
them. The pcople concerned in the question-
able part—the dishonourable part or the
want-of-taste part, or whatever vou like to
call it—they are the ones I want to have
the inguiry about.

Mr. Porrocx: It was just a lack of taste.

The PREMIER: 1f an hon. member on
this side had taken the shares. the hon. mem-
ber would characterise it by a very different
name than “lack of taste.”” They would be
speaking from soap boxes all over the
countrs. They would be telling the people
up hill and down dale that the then Premier,
who was the person in authority, bad an
opportunity to benefit himself at the expense
of the public, and took it.

Mr. Portock : You must take the responsi-
bilitv that you refuse to inquire into the
allegations.

The PREMIER: I take the responsibility;
and the late Government must take the
responsibility, with all the knowledge and
opportunity they had for seven years, and
with all the capital they made out of it.

An  Opposition MeuEz:  You would
benefit by the act of the late Government.

Mr. Bruce: You would clear yourself.

The PREMIER: I have not to clear
myself, I am not going to have that said
about me. Then we have hon. members
opposite bringing in the nsemes of men that
Sleeman did not mention in order to get
them into = dirty case in this House.

Mr. Beprorn interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: I am not going to have
this sort of thing pushed on to me. There
is no charge against me or against this
party. The charge is agaiust men who were
broughl into a court and convicted; and
the Government at that time. in 1922, said
that they knew they were only tools. The
judge practicaily said they were only tools.
Was it a reasonable thing that the Govern-
ment at that time did not take the oppor-
tunity to find out who were the really guilty
persons? Why did they leave it for seven
vears till this Government came in before
attempting to clear themselves from sus-
picien—to try to clear themselves from a
statement that one of the convicted inen
made seven years afterwards?

Mr. Porrock: How conld you get that
admission unless the convicted man said 1t?

The PREMIER: These matters are not
recorded on the iile.
Mr. Pourock: Would it be on the file?

McCormeack
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The PREMIER: It ought to be—it ought
to be in the report of the detectives,

Mr. Porrock: What are you going to do
about Sleeman? Are yru going to give an
inquiry ?

The PREMIER: I think the motion put
down by hon. members opposite will go out
in the same way as our motion of want of
confidence went out in the last Parliament.
Hon. members opposite did not want it.

Mr. Porrock: The Speaker told us that
we had no right to discuss it.

The PREMIER : If the Speaker tells you
that you have a right to discuss it, I will
not stand in the way. (Laughter.)

Mr. Porrocx: When it
won’t be here. (Laughter.)

The PREMIER: I do not want to be
placed in a false position. If the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego had got up and stated his
case and appealed—I do not say aprealed—
but suggested, without dragging in all this
about Sleeman’s case in order to cover it
up——

_Mr. Beprorp: I have done it a dozen
times. Your last reply to me is that you

comes on  you

had nothing to add. I know something
that he added.
The PREMIER: I have told the hon.

member why., 1 am going to wait, because
the men who accepted those shares are the
ones I want to inquire about.

Mr. Porrock : There is only one man, and
you told me vou do not think he will come
back. Is that going to last for ever?

The PREMIER: No. I have let him
know the inquiry is coming off, and given
him the opportunity to come.

Mr. Porrock: It is a cowardly thing to
s1y & man won’t come back. [ do not know
of any reason why Mr, McCormack is not
game to come back,

The PREMIER : I have a right to think;
and T know what I would do if I were in
his position. For a person who gets up and
poses as a lily-white individual

Mr. Beprorp: I have exhausted my
patience with you. I have asked you a
dozen times, and your last reply is “ Nothing
to add.”

The PREMIER : The hon. member brings
in the Brennan and Sleeman case and the
excerpts from the letter to the “ Age” with
his comments that something was omitted
because it was libellous, es a means of try-
ing to “put the dirt” into somebody else.

Mr. BEDroRD interjected.

The PREMIER: It may be, but I do not
think it is a very generous thing to do.
. Mr. Haxvon: If there is ground for an
inquiry, why not have an inquiry?

The PREMIER : There will be an inquiry;
but we will have it when it suits us. There
is no occasion for an inquiry now. How-
ever, I do not want to go on with that
question.  The hon. member has said that
now the scandalmongering has been dropped.
Scandalmongering has never been dropped.
It was never going on. The whole thing
was that one of the people who were engaged
in the Mungana mines business was being
examined in bankruptey.

Mr. BEDFORD interjected.

The SPEAKER : Order!
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Supply. 1227

The PREMIER : Inquiries were made, and
the share registers in Sydney and here were
inspected, and we discovered certzin other
things, and we followed those things up.
Nothing in the Income Tax Department was
used—not one single thing. They had the
mining registers and the writ that was
issued by the Income Tax <Commissioner
against the company. All that information
was available.

Mr Bruce: What about the Common-
wealth taxation inspector?

The PREMIER: If the Commonwealth
Commissioner of Taxes likes to send
inspectors to Queensland—as his department
does times out of number—what has that to
do with me? What happenecd in this House
had nothing whatever to do with the Income
Tax Department. The whole of the infor-
mation was got from the share registers in
Sydney and here, from the writ list, and the
registration particulars of the companies.

Myr. Bruce: The income tax regulation
was proclaimed to cover something that the
Treasurer did illegally.

The PREMIER: It is all very well for
the hon. member to talk in that way, but
my opinion is that the Crown had no occa-
sion to proclaim that regulation, becauge
the Crown has an absolute prerogative to
do what it likes. You cannot put any official
—any public servant—above the Crown. You
cannot say he has the same rights as the
Crown. 1 say that the¢ Treasurer has the
right to go and find out what he likes.
You cannot place a public servant in such
a position that he is higher than the Crown
or the Minister, and the latter cannot inquire
into what is done.

Mr. Porrock: There was
amongst business men.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is try-
ing to make out a little case for himself.
1le tried that before, and it fell very flat.
I know the sort of propaganda that hon.
members on the other side use. They get
somchbody to go down the strecet and say,
“ Your income tux returns are going to be
looked up.” That is th sort of “ whisper-
ing”’ that goes on; but it has fallen very flat.

Mr. Beprorb: Your cows are more honest
than your followers.

The PREMIER: I am not talking about
that. I am talking abouf the propaganda
that hon. members opposite tock ths oppor-
tunity to carry on. The hon: member him-
self took the opportunity this afternocon to
carry out some propaganda on very broad
Jines. The point I want to make is that
it is suggested thal the Income Tax Depart-
ment was used for the purpose of getting
information. That is absclutely wrong.

At 5 pan,,

The SPEAKER: The question is—

“ That Resolution 52 be agreed to.”
Those who are of that opinion say *¢ Aye’;
on the contrary ““ No.”” I think the ‘“ Ayes”
have it.

Mr. COOTZER (Bremer): 1 Adosirc to raise
a point of order as to our right to discuss
these resolutions.

The SPEAKER: Had the hon. member
better not wait until I proceed to put tho
other resolutions?

Under the provisions of Sessional Orders
agreed to by the House on 22nd Augus’

Mr. Cooper,]

uneasiness
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26th September, 4th October, and Standing
Order No. 307, it is now my infention to
put the remainder of the resolutions not
already agreed to by the Flouse.

Mr. COOPER (Dremer):

I rise to a point
of order, Mr. S8peaker.

I desire to draw

your attention to some of the Sessional
Orders and the Standing Order you have
quoted. Standing Order No. 307, in the

seventh pavagraph, says—

“ At 10 o’clock p.m.
days allotted”—
By the Sessional Order providing that Friday
should be made a sitting day, that time
becomes 5 o’clock p.m.
[ pm.]
“ At 10 o’clock p.m. on fhe last of the
days allotted, not being earlier than the
seventeenth da.y

on the last of the

What I desire particularly to dmw your
attention to are those words not being
earlier than the seventeenth da.y Accord«
ing to the “ Votes and Proceedings” of
to- dav recording the business of yesterday,
yesterday being a double day, it was
the thirteenth and fourtcenth * allotted”
days for the consideration of the Estimates;
so that there are still two days after to-day
for the consideration of the Hstimates. The
question naturally arises as to what are the
Estimates. The Rstimates are the accounts
presented annually to Parliament showing
the probable means of expenditure of the
several administrative departments for the
current year. I want to draw particular
attention to the fact that the Estimates
are presented to Parliament—not to the
Committee of Supply, but to Parliament.
After they are presented to Parliament,
Parliament refers them to the Committee of
Supply, and, so that Parliament may have
an opportunity of discussing the resolutions
arrived at by the Committee of Supply, it
provides that at least one day shall be given
to the House for the consideration of those
resolutions. Not ““ only one dav,” but “at
least onc day.” The Standing Order is very
plain upon the question. It savs that cer-
tain things shall be done ‘ not being earlier
than the seventeenth allotted day.” The
Cowmittee of Supply finished on the four-
teenth *‘ allotted” day, and the Standing
Order makes 1t clear that the House is
entitled to a further three days. It makes
it clear that certain things cannot be done
until the seventeenth day.

It may be argued that certain things have
r,ranspue‘d since which upset that Standing

Order, but I contend that they haye not.
In the first place, I should like to point
out that the Standing Orders of this House
follow very closely the tahdmg Orders of
the House of Commons and in “ May’s Par-
liamentary Plactlce 3"11 edition, at page
524, these words appear: “(not being calher
than the tweatieth of the allotted days),”
subsequen‘tlv altered in our Standing Orders
to ‘“seventeenth allotted daV ” “May ”? lays
it down that it shall be * not earlier than
the last allotted day’’; and scventeen days
are allotted by our Standing Orders for the
consideration of these Estimates. It will
possibly be contended that certain Sessional
Orders cover the situation, but I contend
that they do not. The ﬁrst Sessional Order
to which I wish to refel is found on page
28 of the ‘‘Journals’ of the Legislative
Assembly,  Therein it sets out: “On the
day appointed for the reception of any

[My. Cooper.
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resolution or resolutions reported from .. .”

—This is the point—* (,ommlttor\a of Supply
and Ways and Means.’

I contend that no resolutions have yet
been received from the Committee of Ways
and Means. The business-paper for to- day
sets out that the next Order of the Day
1s—“Wavs and Means; Opening of Com-
mittee.’ We bave not vet
that Committee, consequently there can be
no resolutions coming from the Committee

f Ways and Means; and until that is done,
I contend we are not in order in closing
this discussion. It may be in order—for
certain purposes—for the Premicr, being
the Leader of the House, to move a certain
Appropriation Bill at a certain hour; but
nothing can be done to stop the debate on
these resolutions, because we have not yet
rcached the point where vesterday’s resolu-
tions apply. Yesterday’s resolution as
it appears in the *‘ Votes and Proceedings ”’
is to this effect—

“ It was ordered that the resolutions
be received to-morrow.”

The resolutions being ‘“‘received to-morrow’’
does not make that a Standing Order, nor is
it a Sessional Order. To quote the resolu-
tions passed on 24th October as a Ressional
Order is wrong.

Mr. Porrock: Even if they are receivad,
they need not necessarily be passed.

Mr. COOPER: On that very question
alone, if it is contended that the Sessional
Order agreed to on 4th October limits the
discussion, then, seeing that the Committee
of Supply has dealt with the Estimates, I
still contend that this House has every right
to discuss the resolutions, and that discus-
sion cannot be burked.

Standing Order No. 307 provides—

“ Not more than seventeen days shall
be allotted for the consideration of the
Hstimates for the year and the Supple-
mentary Estimates for the previous year.”

I do not think that the resolution passed
vesterday can be regarded as a Sessional
Order. It merely stated that these resolu-
tions should be received * to-morrow.” Until
we have the resolutions from Committee of
Wayvs and Means—and we have none—the
Sessional Order which I previously quoted
for the reception of the resolutions cannot
apply. I contend that we are at liberty to
go on discussing these resolutions as sub-
mitted to this House until the time allotted
for the consideration of the Estimates is
exhausted.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): T would like
to add to that
The SPEAKER: Order! I have Lstened

to what the hon. member for Bremer has
had to say in regard to Standing Order No.
307. This is an important point, and one
which we want to settle satisfactorily. If
there is anything that Standing Order No.
307 is clear and definite upon, it is that six-
teen days shall be allotted for the considera-
tion of the Istimates in Committee of
Supply.

Mr. CooPER: No, no, Sir; it does not say
anything of the kind. FExcuse me, it says,
“ Hoventeen days shall be allotted.”

The SPEAKER: I said that it provides
that sixteen days shall be allotted for the

opened -
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consideration of the Estimates in Committee
of Supply., and one day in the House for
the consideration of the resolutions received
from Committee of Supply.

GoveERNMENT MEemBERS: IHear, hear!

Mr. Porrock: You won’t find that in the
Standing Orders.

Mr. CoopPEr: ‘‘Not more than seventeen

days shall be allotted for the consideration,

of the Estimates for the year, and the Sup:
plementary Fstimates for the previous year.
There is no getting away from that.

The SPEAKER: The day provided by
the Standing Orders for the consideration of
the resolutions by the House shall be a day
“not being earlier than the seventeenth
day; but—"

Mr. POLLOCK :

The SPEAKER: We are not on the seven-
teenth day. What I want to point out to the
House is that Standing Order No. 807 1s
perfectly clear and definite about what 1s to
be done when the debate has taken the whole
of the “allotted ” period.

Mr. CoorEr: The whole of the allotted
period has not yet been taken.

The SPEAKER: That is so. What has
the Standing Order got to say if the allotted
period for the consideration of the Istimates

This is earlier.

has not been taken? It is silent. It has not
one word to say on the point.

My, MaxweLL: Hear. hear! The con-
sideration of the KEstimates has been com-
pleted.

Mr. CooPER: We are still on the Estimates.

The SPEAKER: I say that the Standing
Orders are absolutely silent on the point.
If the consideration of the Kstimates finished
in eight or ten days, what would be the
position then?

Mr. CoOOPER:
yet finished.

The SPEAKER: Let me finish, please.
If the consideration of the HEstimates in
Committee of Supply finished in eight or
ten days, do hon. members argue that the
remainder of the ¢ allotted days” should
be confined to the discussion of the resolu-
tions in the House?

Mr. Coorer: I do contend that.

Mr. PorLLock : Not that they ‘‘shall,” but
that they ¢ may.”

The SPEAKER: That cannot be so.

Mr. Porrock: Why?

The SPEAKER: Not unless this House
agrees to 1f.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Coorrr: No, Sir.

The SPEAKER: The Standing Orders
are absolutely silent as to what can bz done
if a lesser period is taken than is allotted
under Standing Order No. 307 for the con-
sideration of the Estimates in Committee of
Supply.

Mr. Porrock: That is because the point
has never arisen previously.

The SPEAKER: That is so. As the hon.
member for Gregory states, the point has
never arisen previously, and no provision is
made in Standing Order No. 307 for what
shall happen in the event of such a posi-
tion arising. Then what are we to do?
The Standing Orders are silent; there

But the Estimates are not
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is no precedent to guide us; it is neces-
sary, therefore, to <create a precedent.
There was never a time when it was
more necessary that common sense should be
intreduced into the interpretation of what is
the right thing to do in connection with a
Standing Order than the present. The Stand-
ing Orders assist us to get over the difficulty
in one direction. Standing Order No. 307
says that one day of the *‘allotted days”
shall be devoted by the House to the recep-
tion of resolutions from Committee of
Supply.
Mr. Coorer: It says one day at least.

_The SPEAKER: That is the onls stipula-
tion in regard to the reception of resolutions.
Mr. CoorEr: Isn’t that definite enough?

The SPEAKER : The Standing Orders are
definite enough for me. My ruling is that
it is quite in order to act as I have done. I
now propose to put the whole of the remain-
ing resolutions through under certain Ses-
sional Orders and under Standing Order No,
307. My ruling is perfectly correst, and is
in agreement with Standing Order No. 307.
The hon. member stated that we have not
yet received the resolutions. They were
handed in here this morning by the Chair-
man of Committees.

Mr. Porrock: The resolutions from the
Committee of Supply were handed to you;
but you have not yet received resolutions
from the Committee of Ways and Means.

Mr. CoopEr: That is what I said.

_The SPEAXER: We shall come to that a
little later, after these resoiutions have been
agreed to.

Mr. Porrocx: After
the seventeen days.

The SPEAKER: We shall not come to
that stage until we have passed the whole of
the resolutions reported from Committee
of Supply, and I am going to put the
remainder of those resolutions mow.

GOVERNMENT MENBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. COOPER Mr. Speaker,
have you ruled?

The SPEAKER: Yes.

Mr. COOPER: What was the ruling?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. STOPFORD
Speaker

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot speak. I would like hon. members
to make themselves acquainted with the
Standing Orders.  Standing Order 116
reads-—

“Upon a question of order being
being raised, the member called to order
shall resume his seat; and after the ques-
tion of order has been stated to Mr.
Speaker by the member rising to the
question of order, Mr. Speaker shall give
his opinion thereon, but may first invite
the opinion of the House.”

Mr. Porrocx: You would not let me do
that the night you fired me out.

Mr. Breprorp : That was some time ago.
{Opposition laughter.)

The SPEAKER : Hon. members on the left
do not seem to like it, so I will read i%
again—

“Upon a question of order being
raised, the member called to order shall

Hon., C. Taylor.]

we have exhausted

(Bremer) :

(Mount Morgan): Mr.
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resume his seat; and after the question
of order has been stated to Mr. Speaker
by the member rising to the guestion of
order, Mr. Speaker shall give his opinion
thereon; ”’
which I have done—
“but mar”’
not ¢ shall ’—
“first invite the opinion of the House.”
Mr, StorrorD: You only expressed your
own opinion.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. COOPER (Bremer): Mr.
rise to a point of order
The SPEAXKER: Order!

Mr. COOPER:
order——

The SPEAKER: Order!
resumed his seat.)

Mr. COOPER: I
order—

The SPEAKER: Order!
resumed his seat.)

Speaker, I

I again rise to a point of
{Mr. Cooper
rise to a point of

(Mr. Cooper

Mr. COOPER: I risc to a point of
order
The SPEAKER: Order! (Mr. Cooper

again resumed his seat.)

Mr. COOPER: I am quite justified in
rising to a point of order and in sitting down
when the Speaker calls me to order. Mr.
Speaker——

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COOPER : I desire to give notice

The SPEAKER : Order! If the hon. mem-
ber for Bremer continues to interrupt, I shall
certainly have to deal with him. I do not
desire to do so.

Mr. COOPER : I certainly do not wish to
do anything wrong. .

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COOPER: I am not disobeying your
call to order.

The SPEAKER : Order! The question is—

¢ That resolution 52 be agreed to by the
House.”

Question put and passed.

The SPEAKER : The question is—
“That resolutions 53 to 127, both inclu-

sive, be agreed to by the House.”

And the voices having been given for
“Aye” and “ No 7——

Mr. POLLOCK : Divide.

Question—" That resolutions 53 to 127, both
inclusive, be agreed to by the House’ —put;
and the House divided :—

In division—

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): Mr. Speaker,

while the division is in progress, I desire to
call your attention, being scated as the Stand-
ing Orders provide, to the fact that you
have definitely ruled to-day and have quoted
Standing Order 116 to the effect that a
member who desires to raise a question of
order shall first have that point of order
stated; then, after you have heard him, you
shall give your decision. Mr. Speaker, I
desire further to draw your attention to the
fact that the hon. member for Bremer rose
to a point of order, and that you committed

[Hon, C. Taylor.
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a breach of the Standing Orders by not per-
mitting him to state his pomi of oxder, in the
same manner as you did with me on the
night that you named me for eoxactly the
same thing.

Interjections by Government members.

Mr. Porrocx: The Speaker is here to
protect the rights of the minority.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. Stoprorp: He is giving away the
rights of the minority.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member to withdraw that remark.

Mr., Stoprorp: I withdraw.

Mr. Coorer: I rose to a point of order.

I desire to give mnotice that your ruling be
dis agreed with,

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mz, CoorEr: I rose to give notice—

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot dissent from my ruling. The
hon. member can give notice.

Mr. Coorer (rising): I tried to give notice.

The SPEAKER: It is not necessary to
stand up in your place to do that.

Ayms, 206.

Mr. Atherton Mrs. Longman

,» Barnes, W, H. Mr. Macgroarty

» Bell ,» Maher

»»  Costello 5 Maxwell

,»  Daniel . Mcoore

;s Deacon ,»  Morgan

y»  Duffy ,»  Nimmo

»  Fry ,» Peterson

,»  Grimstone ,»  Russell, H, M.
5 Hill ,»  Russell, W, A,
. Kelso »  Swayne

Dr. Kerwin ,» Tedman
Mr, King 5, Walker, J, BE.

Tellers: Mr. Duffy and Mr, Fry.
Nogs, 17.

Mr. Barber Mr. Hanson

» Bedford ., Hynes

,» Brassington ., Pease

,» Bruce ,, Pollock

,» Bulcock ,» Stopford

,»  Conroy ,, Wellington

,» Cooper . Wilson

,» Foley ,»  Winstanley

,» Hanlon

Tellers ; Mr. Barber and Mr, Winstanley.

PAIRS.
AYES. Nozs.
Mr. Sizer Mr. Kirwan
,,» ‘Barnes, G. P. 5,  Smith
,»» Kerr ,, Bow
»»  Warren ,» Collins

Resolved in the affirmative.

WAYS AND MEANS.
RESTMPTION OF (COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Mazwell, Toowong, onc of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, in the chair.)

The TREASURER (Hon. W. II. Barnes,
Wynnum): I beg to move—

“{a) That, towards making good the
Supply grantcd to His Majesty, for the
service of the vear 1929-1930, a further
sum not exceeding £7,178.806 be granted
out of the Consolidated Revenus Fund
of Queensland exclusive of the moneys
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund
Account.
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“(b) That, towards making good the
‘Bupply zranted to His Majesty, for the
service of the ywar 1929-1830, a further
sum not exceeding £3,741.663 be granted
from the Trust and Special Funds.

“(r) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1929-1930, a further
sum not exceeding £1,755507 be granted
from the moneys standing to the credit of
the Loan Fund Account.

“{d) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
servica of the year 1928-1929, a supple-
mentary sum not excecding £145 637 11s.
9d. be grantsd out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Queensland exclusive
of the moneys standing to the crediz of
the Loan Fund Account.

“ (¢} That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the vear 1928-1929, ‘a supple-
mentary sum not exceeding £42,714 19s.
8d. be granted from the Trust and Special
Fun

“(f) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1928-1929, a supple-
mentary sam not exceeding £96,615 13s.
6d. be grantes from the moneys standing
to the crodit of the Loan Fund Account,

“(g) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, on
account, for the service of the vear 1930-
1931, a_sum not excecding £2.000,000 be
grant=d out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund of Queensland exclusive of the
moneys standing to the ecredit of the
Loan Fund Account.

“ (k) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to  Iis Majesty, on
account, for the service of the vear 1930-
1931, a sum not exceeding £900,000 be
granted from the Trust and Special
Funds,

“(z) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to Flis Majesty, on
account, for the service of the year 1930-
1931, a sum not exceeding £600,000 be
granted from the moneys standing to
the credit of the Loan Fund Account.”

Mr. POLLOCK (G7egoru): Now that we
are in the Committec of Ways and Means,
I would just like to ask the Treasurer
whether he has found any Ways or means
whereby the £2.000,000 of which we heard
so much during the election may be secured ?

Mr. CoopEr: What was it for?

Mr. POLLOCK: For the 10,000 jobs.
(IL.aughter.) Perhaps the Premier con give us
the information. Before the election he said
that there were scveral ways and means of
solvirg the unemployed question and of get-
ting money for that purpose. I would Just
like to know whether those vways of which he
told us at the time have proved the ways he
thought they were.

The Previer: Several have.

Mr. POLLOCK: They have? Well, we
have not se=n on the Esfimates any amounts
of money to provide these jobs: and I can
only assume that, although the Premier may
have found the ways and means he spoke
of to his own satisfaction, he will not be able
to give very much satisfaction to the unem.
ployed, because there is no provision for
any jobs. Apparently the ways and means
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of getting the money have not been so casy
as the Premier would have us believe.

Question——That the resolutions be agreed
to (Mr. Barnes’s motion)—put and passed.

The House resumed.

The TeMPORARY CHAIRMAN reported that
the Committee had come to certain resolu-
tions.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for Tucsday next.

RECEPTION AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTITONS.

On the motion of The TREASURER (Hon.
W. H. Barnes, Wynnum), the resolutions
were received, and agrced to.

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 2.
TFI1RST READING.

A Bill, founded on the resolutions reported
from the Committde of Ways and Means,
was introduced, and read a first time.

15.30 p.m.]

SECOND READING.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Wynnum): 1 beg to move—
“ That the Bill be now read a second
time.”
Question put and passed.

MotioN 70 G0 INTO COMMITTEE.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Wynnum): Mr. Speaker, 1 beg 1o move—
“That you do now leave the Chair,
and the House resolve itself into a Com-
mittee of the whole to consider the Bill
in detail.”’

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): I desire to raise
a very important matter which I was pre-
vented from raising during the discussion of
the resolutions from the Committee of Supply.
Yesterdar the hon. member for Bremer
quoted a notice that had been posted up at
the Ipswich railway workshops referring to
the State Government Insurance Office.
Since then several other circulars have been
issued, and we can come to only one con-
clusion—that the Government are out to
settle the State Insurance Office in Queens-
land by circulars. Quite a number of circu-
lars have been issued. I am sure hon. mem-
bers will be astounded to learn of the number
that have been issued. I have only a few.
We do not know how many more there may
be, but we are alarmed at the attack on the
State Insurance Office by the present Go-
vernment. This circular, which was issued
from the Treasury, was forwarded to the
heads of all departments—

¢ CIRCULAR TO HEADS OF ALL
DEPARTMENTS.

¢ The Treasury,
“Tth October, 1929.

“8ir,—I am directed to inform you
that a request was made by representa-
tives of the Fire and Accident Under-
writers’ Association of Queensland, who
interviewed the Treasurer recently, that
the practice of exerting pressure on
public servants to place their private
business with the 8tate Government
Insurance Office be discontinued.

“The association has been advised
that action will be taken to remove any

Mr, I'zase.]
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impression which may exist that public
servants are expected to place their pri-
vate business with the State Government
Insurapce Office, and that the Insurance

Corzmissioner will discountenance eany
attempt at unfair competition in this
respect.

“ 1t is requested that vou will cause
an intimation to the above effect to be
conveyed to the officers of your Depart-
ment and sub-departments,

*“Yours faithfully,

¢ (Signed) J. H. Staxvey,
¢ Under Secretary.”
Mr. Mauer: What is wrong with that?

Mr. PEASE: What is wrong with it?
That circular was sent to cvery State depart-
ment in Queensland, and it was sent at the
mstxgahon of the Fire and Accident Under-
writers’ Association of Queensland.  They
realise that the present Government are
opposed to the State Government Insurance
Office and are merely continuing that office

because it represents £2,750,000 to the
Treasury. The TFire and Accident Under-
writers’” Asscelation of Queensland are

determined to hamstring the State Office.
Here is a circular issucd to the heads of
every department, and, if it means anything,
it means that an attempt is being made to
do unractly what the Government say should
not be done. The Treasurer gave us to
understand that pressure had bean brought to
Lear upon the public servants in the past to
give their business to the State Office.
Mr. KerLso: Quite so.

Mr. PEASE: Here, to-day we have the
Treasurer bringing pressurc to bear on the
public scrvants in order that they shall not
give their business to the State Office.

Mr. Kruso: They can do as they like
now.

Mr. MigeEr: The pressure has  been
removed.

Mr. PEASE : Hon. members will not find
thaL the late Government issned any similar
circular to the departmental heads. The
Premier, in reply to our leader th» other
day, and with a great air of indignation,
said that he would not exert any pressure on
pu1 lic servants; and
claimed that in the pa<t pressurc had been
excrted upon them., Tf this is not pressure,
T wand to knovv what it is. I want to place
on record in “ Hansard 7 the actions of the
Government to let the people of Queansland
know the deliberate attempt that the Go-
vernment are making to sabotage the State
Government Insurance Office.  We have
another circular to prove our case. I do
not know how many cireulars we shall find
have been issued.

The Previer: If you had asked for
copies of the circulars, you would have got
thein.

Mr. PEASE : We will ask for them in the
future; but, if we do not reesive ansthing
more than when we ask for information, we
shall not get very much. Only the other
day We asked the Premier if he had not
received a letter from Mr. Sleeman, and,
notwithstanding that he denied hmvmﬂr done
£0, We now dISCOVel“ that he did receive one.

The PremIEr: I received it four days after
you asked me.

Mr. PRASE: The following is an extract
from an instruction issued by the Insurance

[Mr. Pease.

at the same time he,
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Commissioner to district inspectors, ageats,
and officers of the field staff regarding insur-
ance business—

Tt has been decided that, where
business in which the Government is only
partly intercsted, such as Public Curator,
ambulances, shire councils, hospitals,
sugar-mills, butter factories, schools of
art, and other institutions subsidised by
the Govermment, and all pools under the
Primary Producers’ Acts, was restricted
to the State Government Iunsurance
Officc by the Government, such restric-
tion is to be removed and the business is
io be cpen for competition to all licensed

insurers and the State Government
Insurance Office.”
Mr. Krrso: Hear, hear!

Mr. PEASE: Whose demand is this? Is
it the demand of the people of Queensland?
No! Tt is the demand of the Fire and Acci-
dent Underwriters” Association of Queens-
land, who, as everybody knows, arc the
people who provide funds for the other side.
(Government laughter.) The Premier may
laugh, but he will laugh on the other side
of his face when the people are given an
opportunity of judging him on his actions.
When the hon. member for Bremer pointed
out this matter yesterday, hon. memberu
must have noted bow the Treasarer
attempted to sidetrack him. When we find
that, in addition to sending these circulars
broadcast throughout Queensland, the Go-
vernment are making every Under Secretary
circularise the officers of his department,
it is an instruction to public servants that
they must not insure with the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office. (Government dissent.)

The PREMIER (Hon. A. ¥. Moore,
Aubigny): That is not so. I rise to a pomt
of order. Is the hon. member ‘for Herbert

in order In saying that the Government
issued instructions to public servants that
they must not insure with the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office, when no such instruc-
tilon was given. 1 demand a withdrawal of
that.

Mr. PEASE: You can demand with-

drawal of what you like. We demand an
inquiry into the Sleeman business.

The SPEAKER: Ovder! What is
point of order of the Premier?

The PREMIER: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition stated that a circular issued
by the heads of departments told members
of the public service that they must not
insure with the State Government Insurance
Office. 1 say that is untrue.

My, Porrock: You can deny it.

The SPEAKER: Does the hon. member
for Herbert accept the denial of the Pre-
miey ?

Mr. PEASE : I accept it; but here is the
letter itself for the information of public
servants. What else does it mean?

The Premier: It does not mean what you
say it docs. Read it properly.

Mr. PEASE: I have read it. You would
not understand it if I did. I will leave the
matter for the people of Queensland to judge
for themselves.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PEASE: The Premier previously
stated in his election speeches that his party

the
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would not interfere with the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office.

The PrEMIER: And we will not do so.

Mr. PEASE: If this is not a method of
hamstringing it, then 1 do not know what
it is meant for. Just lmmagine the Trea-
surer circularing his emplovees, and prac-
tically telling them they must not do &
certain thing! What would they take from
that? I would ask the Treasurer if he
thinks that any insurance company in Aus-
tralia would send out such a circular as that.
They decidediy would not,

Here is arother way in which the Govern-
ment are going to hamstring State insar-
ance. Why did the Underwriters’ Associa-
tion come to the Treasurer and ask him
to do that; and why did he so casily complz
with the request? If the Trades Hall people
had come to us and asked us for something,
we would have heard a howl about it from
hon. meribers opposite; vet, when these out-
side people come to them, thevy have no
hesitation in complying with the request
they make. What are the present benefits
from State insurance? We find that in con-
nection with life policies taken out by public
servants the premiums are allowed to le
paid by twelve monthly instalments in the
shape of deductions from their monthls
salary. FHere is a State institution which
has been instituted for the benefit of Queens-
land, which allows assurances and insurances
to be effected by those on whom it confers
a beneflt. Here is a Government Insuranca
Department which, under a sympathetic Go-
vernment. provided that the premiums on
policies held by public servants could be
paid by twelve monthly instalments, with
no interest being charged. Private enter-
prise does not do that. I take it that later
on the Treasurer will probably *‘hobble ”
the provision that, when a policy is taken
out on the basis of premiums being paid
monthly, the total premium thus charged
is 125 per cent. in excess of what the
premium would be if paid annually in on=
lump sum. Now I presume that, if a State
mnsurancs agent goes round canvassing and
points out to public servants the benefits to
be derived from State insurance, the Trea-
surer will send him a circular, or see to it
that he losos his job. (Government dissent.)
If the circular sent by the Insurance Com-
missioner means anything, it certainly means
that. (Government dissent.) Hon. members
opposite who know anything about business
would see to it that no such circular as that
was sent out from their business. If it
means anything, it is telling the canvassers
in the State Government Insurance Office
that they must not put forward the benefits
of State insurance to public scrvants.

In connection with workers’ homes policies,
where applicants for workers’ homes have
policies under the industrial method issued
by outside companics under which the pre-
mium is payable either weekly or monthly,
they pay a considerably much greater per-
centage than under an annual premium in
a lump sum. There arc instances where the
department accepts such a policy by assign-
ment, and pays the annual premimm in
advance. Notwithstanding this, the com-
panies refuse to make a reduction in the
premium, but adhere to the original policy.
Thus the companies not only gain in the
additional premiums, but receive the
advance total premium, and have the use
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of that income for the twelve months,
State insurance, however, the Workers’
Homes Department pays the annual pre-
mium in advance, and recoups itself from
the applicant by monthly instalments. An
applicant thus has the benelit of 12L per
cent. reduction in premium rates, although
he is stiil paying the amount involved by
monthly instalments. If the Treasurer is
going to continue his policy of ‘“ham-
stringing 7’ State insurance, I take it that
he will see to it that this 12 per cent. henefit
is withdrawn. (Government dissent.) The
Promier may laugh; but, if he werc a State
insurance canvassar, and had been specially
detailed to go through the public serviece
of Queensland and point out the advantages
of State insurance, and in the course of that
work he received a civeular of this desceip-
tion, his heart would drop——

With

The PrEMIER: I would have enough intel-
ligence to understand it.

Lir. PEASE: And he would say,  What
is the good of my work when I get a circular
like this?” We must realise that the in-
creased business that would accrue would
be of benefit to the State—the money would
be here for the benefit of the State, and
would not be going outside the State.

I was astounded at the Treasarer getting
up in defence of the allegations made by
the hon. member for Bremer, and pointing
out that in the past pressure had been
exerted. Here we have him, through his
responsible official, deliberately telling can-
vassers for State insurance that they must
not canvass public servants. (Government
dissent.) The Treasurer will know from the
Auditor-General’s report that the invest-
ments from the State Government Insurance
Office in Government and local government
securities at 30th June, 1929, amounted to
£2,513,127.

Mr. XKerso: What
insurance companies ?

Mr. PEASE: I will give the hon. member
something about private companies. It has
been stated that the State Government In-
surance Office is living on the profits made
from its monopoly of workers’ compensation,
and is not doing the business it should in fire
and life insurance. Why did the Under-
writers’ Association come to the complaisant
Treszsurer to get him to “ hamstring” the
State Government Insurance Office? Be-
cause vear by year, thanks to the benefits
that State insurance has given, the husiness
has been gradually increasing. The
premium income of all departments in 1928
was £1,026,085 and in 1929 it was £1,049,617.
In every department of the State Insurance
Office the figures for last year are a record,
end that is what is going on.

about the private

The hon. member for Toombul rays, < Give
us something about private companies!” In
the debate resterday hon. members opposite
stated that the State Insurance Office had
many advantages, and they stated that men
are put into the office who are not fit for
their jobs. But we find that, in comparison
with the great private insurance companies,
the State Insurance Office is showing better
returns and better methods of running the
business than any other concern in Queens-
land. This is what is going on.

Mr. H. M. Russgrn: It wields the big
stick.

Mr. Pease.]
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Mr., PEASE: I appreciate the cardour of
hon. members opposite, who tell us thev are
out to destroy the State Insurance Office.

Mr, Krrso: You are a twister.

Mr., PEASE: Where is the twisting?

My. Kgrso: The whole of your statement
1+ twisted.

Mr. PEASE: T do not want to twist it.
It is here in black and white for anyoune to
read—

““The ratio per cent. of ‘ Expenses’
and ‘Balances’ to premium income for
tate Insurance (year 1928) is—(1) 26.3

(2) 30.4 per cent.”’

That is what we are showing all the time.
The State Insurance Office, because of its
many advantages, is able to keep its cxpenses
account so low that the public reap the
benefit. The public get the whole benefit of
that. It does not matter whether business
people are insuring their businesses or the
worker is insuring his home. Labour has
always claimed to give the public of Queens-
land benefits that they could not get in any
other way. This table shows the State Insus-
ance Office expenses and balance as against
those of Australian compaiies—

per cent.;

THE RATIO PER CENT. OF ‘“ EXPENSES ”’ AND
“ BALANCE ©* PO PREMIUM INCOME FOR
AUSTRALIAN COMPANIES.

i
—_— i Expenses. | Balance.
|
Per cent. |Per cent.
State Insurance (year 1928) .. 26-3 30-4
Australian Companies—
In case of 11 sach companies | 36-9 37
In case of 14 such companies 290 15-3
New Zealand Companies—
In case of 4 such companies 396 890
British & Foreign Companies—
In case of 29 such companies 38-9 02
In case of 29 such companies 456 32

I Want to emphasise these balances, for hon.
members opposlte say that the State Insur-
ance Office in the past has been a refuge for
political deadbeats. That is the statement
made, and it appears in  Hansard.” T awm
going to emphasise the balances again,
because that i1s what counts. \‘\'hat counts
in any business is what is left after your
expenses are paid, and what is loft in insus-

ange is the most vital of all, beeauze, if
your balance is good, you are able to reduce
your rates in connectwn with fire insurance,
and you are able to give greater benelits in
connection with life assurance. The State
Insurance Office is a co-operative concern for
the benefit of the people of (ueensland. If
there is anv concern which the Government
should preserve in its entiretv and not
attempt to hamstring, it is the State Insur-
ance Office, which is for the benesfis of th:
whole of the people of Queensland. Hvesy-
one realises the benefits of life assurance.
Widows and orphans are our maia concern.

I am satisfied that I have shown enough
to prove that the Treasurer is trying to mis-
lead this House. When the hon. mewnber for
Bremer, fortunately, was able to give the
House information as to what was going on,
the Premier tried to sidetrack him, and said
that, when we were a Governmenfr we
exerted pressure, that it should not be done
and that all that he was trying to do was to
remove that pressure. FHe did say that onc
circular was issued. I do not know how

[Hr. Pease.
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many more have been issued; but we have
Leen able to trace three circulating through-
out all the Government workshops in Queens-
iand, telling the men in those shops that
they do not want them to insurc in the State
Insurance Office. (Government interruption.)
1f it means anything, what does it mecan?
Would the Treasurer, as head of the ¢ Barnes
Booster Club,” send a number of circulars to
people working in Barnes and Co.’s business,

saying, ° We do not exerl pressure on you to
buy your requirements from us’’? What is
the * Barnes Booster Club” for? Just to

make Barnes and Co. a good concern, Yet,
when it comes to the State Ir:urance Office,
which belongs to the people of Queensland—
one of the finest benefits which has ever beore
conferred on the public of Queensland—the
Treasurer tells the people, * We do not want
you to have State insurance.”” (Government
interjections.) I am not a child: I have been
in business. Do hon. members opposite mean
to tell me that the ¢ Barnes Booster Club”’
would send out a circular such as was sent
out here? I appeal to the Treasurer to put
the “ Barnes Booster Club” in the position
of the State Insurance Office. The objzet of
the *“Barnes Booster Club” i3 to make
Barnes and Co. a good, live concern. That
is a laudable object, and it shculd be the
ohject of all business men. T recognise the
Treasurer’s business capacity in Jdoing that.
But what is he doing in connecticn with the
State Insurance Office? Like a circular saw,
he is sending these circulars out to destroy it.
Mr. Kerso: Don’t be ridiculous.

Myr. PEASE: Don’t be ridiculous yourself.
If the hon. member was an ugent of the State
Insurance Office, and he received a circular
from his chief telling him he was not to exerf
pressure on the public servants, what would
he take it to mean? I leave the Treasurer
to be judged by his businesw associations. I
am satisfied that the ‘ Barnes Booster Club
would not live a day if the hon. gentleman
exercised such methods as he is doing now.
I say deliberately that this is an efiort to
destroy the State Insurance Office. It is a
vicious attempt. It is a had thing for the
people of Queensland, who will know how
to answer when the time comes.

The TREASURER (Hon., W. H. Barnes,
Wynnum): TUsually in connection with
debates here prwate matters arve left out. I
want to say stralght away 1n regard to the
last reference to the “ Barnes Booster Club
that, if there is such g thing, they have to
compete with people outside, All we ask i3
that any Government office should be pre-
pared to compete with people outside.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The TREASURER: The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition gets up and s.ys that
nC  pressure was blought to be ar on the
State Insurance Office. When the Insurance
Commissioner was in the 1obb\ of this House
last night, he distinetly eaid that instructions
were issued by the late Government that the
office was to get from public servants an
assurance that they would insure with the
State Insurance Office. 1 ask what pressure
was brought to bear in 1912, during the
general strike, when the community was half-
ctarvmrr when men supporting the party
oppoa.te said that poor unfortunate women
could not even get a loaf of bread unless they
got an order from the Trades ITall.

The party opposite have been associated
continually with people who have gone to
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extremes in victimisation and tried to ham-
per and block all that others have endea-
voured to do for the good of the community.
The position is that the Goverament realm
that, whilst the State Insurance Office is a
\‘aluable asset, there are other offices which
were eatablished here long before the State
Irsurance Office was set up. Will anyone
deny that? Will anyone deny that they
have heiped very largely to build up this
State? Have not companic: like the Aus-
tralian Mutual P1ov1dent Socicty and other
old-established insurance companies been
part and parcel of the business life of this
great State? I said last night, and I repeat
now, that some of those companies are
largely assisting us at the present time by
finding money to tide us over the difficult

period through which we are passing. Can
anyone say that is not true?

Mr. Pourock: If you had had a State
Insurance Office years. ago, it would have

found all the money you want to-day.

The TREASURER: The hon. member is
the champion 1nterJector in this House, and
very often his interjections arc most sense-
less. If we did not have a State Insurance
Office, years ago, we had compauies which
have been part and parcel of the business-life
of this State, and which have contributed
towards the maintenance and developmens
cf the State. Do they run their offices with-
out employing people? Ilave they mno
agents? Ilave they not spent money in
buildings? If we look around, we must
all agree that a great deal of their money
has been spent in these directions.

Mr. Pease: They did nothirﬂg for the
people until the State Insurance Office came
along.

The TREASURER: Certainly they have
been here to make a success of their business;
and one of the things that has hurt us so
much in Queensland is that the Government
of hon. members opposite embarked on
undertakings which were failures, and which
have left this State 1mpovcr1=hed in many
directions, 1 say here to-night that we are
out to help private enterprise so long as it is
legitimately carried out. I say that we
should do so, and we will do so. I repeat
that in the paet for many years such com-
panies as I have mentioned have contributed
largely to the things that have been essential
to Queensland’s progress.

The Deputy Leader oi the Opposition has
spoken about certain things which he says
have not been fairly 1epvcsenued Why, the
hon. member himself is the champion
““ twister 7’ of the Fouse. The hon. member
for Herbert spoke about Barnes and Com-
pany——

Mr. PEsSE:

[7 pm.]

The TREASURER : If the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office is as good as hon.
members opposite suggest—and the state-
ments have not been contested by this side—
then surely comvetition stimulates everybody.
Has this office no advantages? What other
insurance office can effect workers’ compen-
sation insurance? This office has a moncpoly
in that regard. Everv person liable to pay
then surely competition stimulates everyhods.
State Government Insurance Qffice. Surely
that is a distinct advantage! I am not here
to-night to speak against our own office.
The Government have received money, and

I gave you a good ¢ boost.”
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expect still to receive money from this office,
We have a right to expect that; but 1 do
say that the Government Tnsurance Office
should be able to compete with the other
offices. What has happened in the past in
connection with certain departments con-
trolled by the late Government? Those con-
trolling the department went to other
departments, and “the other departments were
permitted to fix their own prices w 1t}\0ut
any competition whatever. It was not in the
interests of public business that that should
be so. Should not the State Office be able
to compete when 1t enjoys all these advan-
tages?

Mr. PEASE:
hadly.

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman,
I am sorry to say—as- I shall prove later—
has lived absolutely up to his reputation——

Mr. PeasE: That is why I am here.

The TREASURER: Yes; I am sorry that
that is why he is there. He quoted only part
of zome of the letters that he purported to
read

Myr. Prase: I quoted all of them.

Mr. PorLock: What about the Secretury
for Mines?
The TREASURER: The hon. member

for Herbert quoted only part of some of
those letters.

Mr. Pease: Which one?

The TREASURER: He has lived up to
his repntation. He has justified it to- mght.

Mr. PeasE: I quoted everything down to
the last line.

The TREASURER: I am going to quote
something that the hon. gentleman did not
read. Competition is the soul of trade, and
my opinion is that this office will be 1nsp1red
by compet!tlon and will seek to do better
and better. I am amazed at the remarks
of the hon. member for Herbert when he
knows that some of the businesses conducted
by the late (Government were conducted at
a tremendous loss to the State.

Mr, Pesase: That has nothing to do with
the State Insurance Office.

The TREASURER: Have you ever
noticed how hon. members opposn:e cuddle
everything that seems nice, but say, “ Please
wipe out that which is nasty' I’orget it !
Put something over it! Score it out "’—]ust
as they wanted to wipe out a nasty hittlo
thing yesterday which I produced showing
what their supporters did in 1912.

Mr. Peasg: That won't get you out of it.

The TREASURER: They are asking that
we should have nothing to do with the
unpleasant things. Even the Leader of the
Opposition, when speaking last night, said
that the system of workers’ dwellings was a

You are handicapping it very

very excellent thing; but turn up the
colamns of “ Hansard,” and you will find
that that system was condemned in the

roundest possible way by the Labour Party
when it was introduced by this party.

Mr. Porrock: Didn’t you withdraw the
Bill?

The TREASURER: No. The hon. mem-
ber is trying to rake up something entirely
incorrect. Mr. Hawthorn introduced the

Bill.
Mr. WiINSTANLEY : Ie withdrew it.

Hon., W. H. Barnes.]
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The TREASURER: I did not withdraw
it.

Mr. PoLLocx:
withdrawal.

The TREASURER: Quite a number of
the Labour Party then sitting in opposition,
includitng Ir, Lesina and the present Deputy
Governor, condemned the Workers’ Dwell-
ings Bill for all they were worth, saying it
was urisuitable for the nceds of Queensland.
Surely the State Government Insurance
Office will continue to exist!

My. Prase: I don’t know.
The TREASURER: The Deputy Leader

of the Opposition is trying to make it appear
to the public that the State Government
Insurance Office 13 such a sickly thing that it
cannot compete with other pwople engaged
in similar business, and who are in competi-
tion with it. The hon, member’s idea of it
is that the State Insurance Office must go
under. That is the logical deduction to be
drawn from his argument.

You were a party to its

I am afraid.

Mr, Prage: You are hamstringing it.

The TREASURER: Mr, Speaker, have
vou noticed the side issues raised by the hon,
member? If I were asked to name the hon.
member who could tell a story which did
not come into ling with facts, I think I
should give the hon. member the cake every
time. He would come out No. 1 cvery time.

Mr. PeasE: He has to go before more
intelligent electors then you.

The TREASURER: We shall aliow the
hon, member to think that. Sometimes we
at this end feel that the hon. member’s clec-
tors fail to realise the class of jndividual—
ef course, a good class—that they have in
the hon, member; but soma time or other
they will wake up to it

Mr. Pease: You are living up to
reputation.

The TREASURER : I said that the hon.
member only read a part of the letter. I
intend ncw to read a further portion of it.
The Under Secretary is pot respon:ible for
these letters other than to frame them at the
dictation of his Minister, who accepts the
responsibility of them.

Mr. Porrock: More shame to you!

Mr. Bruck: We konew you did it.

Mr. Hy~Nes: At the dictation of the private
insurance companies,

The TREASURER : The hon. member for
Gregory sometimes forgets the law obtaining
in this Assembly, morc espenially when he
says, ‘‘ More shame to you!” I am out to
help to develop this great State, and I am
out to see that private enterprise, if legiti-
mately conducted, shall have the right to
compete for business. There is nothing
unfair in that. Let me read to the House
that portion of the letter which the hon.
member for Herbert read—

“8ir,—I am directed to inform you
that a request was made by representa-
tives of the Fire and Accident Under-
writers’ Association of Queensland, who
interviewed the T'reasurer recently, that
business in which the Government is
only partly interested, such as Public
Curator, ambulances,” shire councils,
hospitals, sugar-mills, butter factories,
schools of art, and other institutions sub-
sidised by the Government, all Govern-
ment pools under Primary Producers’

[Hon. W, H. Barnes.
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Act, workers’ dwellings, workers’
homes, State Advances <Corporation,
should be opened for competition to all
licensed insurers as well as the Insur-
ance Commissioner.”

That is the part of the letter that the hon.
member read, and I now propose to read the
part that he did not read,

Mr. Prasp: Perhaps I did not get that
part,

The TREASURER: Do you notice, Mr.
Speaker, how the hon. member slips now?
One of the duties of a member of this
House——

Mr. MaxweLL: Is for him to tell the truth.

The TREASURER: Is that he shall not
read part of a letter and omit to read the
whole of it.

Mr. Brucg: Tell that to the Secretary for
Mines.

The TREASURER: Did hon. members
notice a little while ago that the hon. mem-
ber for Herbert said that he had read the
whole of the letter? ’

Mr. Prase: I said that I had read the
whole of Mr. Stanley’s letter.

The TREASURER: This is the part of
the letter that he did not read—

‘“The association has been advised
that any existing instructions which
restrict insurance of the abovementioned
nature to the State Government Insur-
ance Office will be removed, but that
this cannct be done with respect to the
existing practice in connection with
workers’ dwellings, workers’ homes, and
Agricultural Bank, nor can any altera-
tion be made in cases where Insurance
with the State Government Insurance
Office is provided for by statute.”

Mr. Prasi: He cannot do that.

The TREASURER: In the course of an
hour and a-half—and we adjourned an hour
for dinner—the hon. member hos to wdmit
that he said something, and afterwards said
that he did not say it.

My, PrasE: I admit candidly that I read
all T got.

The TREASTURER: If the hon. member
had applied to me, I would have scen that
he was supplied with copies of these letters.
If the hon. member quotes public letters, he
should make sure that they are not cut short
just at the point where they cease to suit
his purpose. That is the attitude and char-
acter of the hon. member. who has the
honour of being Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition. Deputy Leader of the Opposition!
That is the character of the gentleman who
will come to this IHouse and, before a num-
ber of hon. gentlemen, will just read a por-
tton of a letter and then say that he only
got that portion.

The Secrerary ForR PusLic INSTRUCTION :
And suppress the truth.

The TREASURER: I can quite imagine
that, if the letter was read over to the hon.
member, he said, * Stop there! Don’t read
any more!” when the reader was about to
get on to the part that the hon. gentleman
did not wish to quote.

Mr., PrasE: I am going to do what you
suggest, and get you to give me copies of
those letters. Then I will read every part
of them. :
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The TREASURER : Mr. Speaker, do vou
realise how dangerous that would be in the
case of someone who af some distant date
might only read a portion of the letter that
was given to him? No! I must withdraw
that offer. I could not do it. When copies
of latters are asked for, I shall have to judgr
the person by his previcus actions before
allowing the copies to be supplied to him.

Mr. COOPER (Premer): I want to put a
grievance before the Secrctary for Railways.
Now that the Committee of Ways and Means
has agreed to the appropriation of a certain
amount of loan money, I ask the hon. gentle-
man to give consideration to the placing on
five days per weeck of a number of men at
the Ipswich railway workshops who are at
present working only four days per week,
and that that be done at least for the balance
of this year. I make that request on the
ground that for some considerable time these
men have been losing one day’s work per
week, and that on a previous oceasion when
they were similarly affected they were given
full employment some considerable time
before Christmas in order that they might
make up some of the leeway they had lost
during the previous months. If the Minister
will grant the men at the Ipswich railway
workshops full tiwe up to the Christmas
recess they will only get about six dayy
extra work between now and Christmas.
Taking the average wage received at £1 per
day—it would not be so high as that—the
extra weekly expenditure would not exceed
£600. I believe that the Estimates of the
Minister show that he cannot provide full
time for the whole of these men for the
remainder of the financial year; so that
after Christmas thev are faced with another
six months of four days’ work per week. I
ask the Minister to give some consideration
to this request, because, apart from the fact
that they have a very desperate time ahcad
of them, the granting of full time from now
till Christmas would euvable them to malke
some arrangements for the festive seaon. 1
am satisfied that. in addition to giving the
men a full week’s work for five or =ix wocks,
it will ereate an amount of goodwill amongst
the men in the workshops that will well
repay the department. Nothing pays so well
as goodwill, and nothing creates goodwill so
fast as does good treatment; and, if the
Secretary for Railways can sec his way clear
to grant this to these men who have suf-
fered considerably during the whole of this
financial year, I believe he will be doing
something for which he will earn the thanks
and general appreciation of the men through-
out the workshops.

It is not going to cost very much. The
money has been voted, and I am satisfied
the work is there to do. As the hon. gentle-
man knows, there is urgent work to do.
Because of the rainz, he is faced now with
2 heavier Christmas traffic. There are num-
bers of carriages that can well be put into
running repair to cope with the Christmas
traffic.  In doing that the hon. genileman
will be doing something to relieve the rail-
way system, and at the same time bring to
the workers in the Ipswich workshops a
degrec of contentment that does not exist
there now. I hope the Minister will give
favourable consideration to the request that
full time be granted to the men in the
Ipswich workshops and to other men through-
out the State——there are not very many of
them—who have been on short fime for a
considerable period.
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My, STOPFORD (Mount Morgan):
Throughout the debate there have been state
ments by the DPremier and by different
Ministers that Labour candidates at the last
election misrepresented their intentions, and
that we fought the election on the cry that
a change of Government would rean a reduc-
tion of wages. We bzsed our claim on the
utterances of hon. members opposite when
they were on this side of the IIouse. The
electorate adjacent to mine seoms to bo the
first to be singled out for a reduction of
wages. In to-night’s ¢ Standard ” thers
appears a paragraph, and I would like the
Secretary for Public’ Lands or the Premier
to reply to it. It reads—

““ Rockhampton, Friday.

“The Rockhampton branch of the
AW.U. is taking up the case of their
members employed by the State Govern-
ment who have had their wages reduced
by 13s. per week. A number of windmill
erectors have been emploved at Biloela
by the Lands Department. which was
recently taken over from the Irrigation
Department. Their wages were £6 per
week, but now they have been reduced to
£5 T7s. It is pointed out that the men
were by no means overpaid, even at £6
per week, considering the highly techniecal
character of their work. The reduction
is, therefore, oppressive, and is felt to be
a distinet breach of faith, in view of the
repeated statement made during the
recent State election that there would be
no reduction of wages.”

Mr. Fry: Are they working a short week?

Mr. STOPFORD: They are working no
short week, but there has been a change of
administration.

Myr. Fry: Has there been a new award?

Mr. STOPFORD : There has been no new
award. Those men are working as riggers—
a highly dangerous and technical work. We
have passed the Estimates on the understand-
ing that the wages operating in the State
to-day will continue unless altered by some
tribunal. At the earliest opportunity the
Government have taken a very definite
method of reducing wages. From my experi-
ence in industrial matters I belicve that
wages in any industry are like water.
Tnless you can lift the man on the lowest
wage up to the standard, you eventually drag
them all down. When the Government, with-
out the consent of Parliament, abolished the
rural workers’ award, they took the first step
towards what I believe to be an organised
step to reduce wages. In to-day’s paper we
have a declaration that the New South Wales
Board of Trade has reduced the basic wage
by 12s. 6d. per week. The other night in
Marvborough the Premier and the Secretary
for Railways publicly stated that the Govern-
ment had no intenlion of reducing the wages
of thie workers of this State.

T want some explanation as to why the
wages on this particular job have been
reduced. The workers realise that, if it
can be done to a handful of men at Biloela,
then it can be done to every worker em-
ploved by the Government. OCf course, we
raust vealise that the shortening of the days
of labour is an effective reduction of wages.
1f vou reduce a man to a wage of £3 5s.
per week, you not only hurt that man but
vou hurt every husiness man in the com-
yrunity and lessen the purchasing power of
the wman. If the Government lessen the

Mr. Stopford.]
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purchasing power of these men, how are
thev to fulfil their election pledges that
ther will create employment and not cause
unemployment? The practical effect of any
reduction of wages of even a section of
workers must be that it will be foliowed in
the trading and business community by a
corresponding reduction of costs, which can
only be brought about by the lessening of
the number of hands they employ.

I have brought this matter up to-night,
because the Australian Workers” Union
resist what people regard as the thin end
of the wedge in wage reduction in Queens-
land. If the Australian Workers’ Union sat
down and c¢almly submitted to that, it would
be the most effective argument to bring
forward before the Board of Trade to ask
for a reduction of wages afterwards. I have
no desire to labour the point—no doubt the
Premier

. may be able to give some
cxplanation.
The PrEMIER: Are they being paid less

than the award rate?

Mr. STOPFORD: I have no more infor-
mation than is contained in the paper I
have quoted from. All T know is that, while
these men were under the control of the
Irrigation and Water Supply Commission,
their pay was £6 per week. It has now
been reduced, and the Australian Workers’
Union, according to the correspondence from
Rockhampton, understands that they have
suffered a reduction of 13s. per week. The
Premier might investigate the matter and
reply later on.

. I also desire to ask the Premier for some
information in regard to the commissions
operating in Queensland to-day. We have
heard it stated that it has been a device of
the Federal Government, in order to avoid
responsibility, to appoint Royal Commis-
sions to investigate matters requiring atten-
tion. Commissions appointed by the Federal
Government have cost Australia £600,000.
The late Government appointed the Mining
Commission from which I thought we
would have had a report in two or three
months.

The Premizr: You could not have ex-
nected that, because they have to go to
America. They were all advised by Mr.
McCormack to go. )

Mr. STOPFORD: That was one of the
matters I was going to ask about. Why
have the members of the Commission had
to go to America and South Africa if there
was no much urgency in the matter? I
believe they are now going down to Tas-
mania. They can learn nothing in Tasmania
about the mining conditions in Queens-
land, T know pretty well as a miner what
the Commission will advise. Why was the
Racing Commission appointed? As I said
last night, they have mnot been fortunate
enough to be able to sec the Melbourne Cup
this year; but they are hoping they will
be able to go next year. The Treasurer
admits that he knows nothing about racing.

The TrREASURER: Didn’t you tell them yes-
terdav that you wanted them to go to
Rockhampton ?

Mr. STOPFORD: I did. That is why
I am rising in my place to-night. I want
to know why they are not going to Rock-
hampton. Not even the judge appointed
as chairman of the Racing Commission has
any racing experience—not even Mr.
McCarthy, who represents the Government.

[Mr. Stopford.
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No doubt he might be able to get in more
revenue for the Treasurer. Mr., Cadell
Garrick may know something about racing.
Anyhow, I want the Premier to tell me
to-night exactly what fees all these gentle-
men are getting.

The Premier: I do not know.

Mr. STOPFORD: Does the hon. gentle-
man mean to tell me that he appointed a
commission and does not know its expendi-
ture ?

The Premizr: You did not know every-
thing about the Mining Commission.

Mr. STOPFORD : The Mining Commission
had definite fees laid down. What power
has the Racing Commission got? The Go-
vernment appointed Mr, McGill, chairman of
the Nationalist political organisation, to
represent the Government without any
restriction at all. The Racing Commission
is becoming a farce. Iveryone is wondering
how long Mr. McGill is going to string it
out. Does the hon. gentleman mean to tell
me that the commission can delay presenting
its report as long as it likes, and that no
definite time has been stated for its presenta-
tion?

A GovernveNT MEMBER: You wanted them
to go to Rockhampton.

Mr. STOPFORD : That would only tuke a
few days, because it is only wanted there to
adjust what is really a local quarrel, which
will never be adjusted until a proper Inquiry
is made on the spot. I thipk the time has
come when the Government woke up to the
fact that we have a Mining Commission and
a Racing Commission, and that we are going
to have a Mungana commission, a Mount Isa
commission, a hospital commission, a redis-
tribution commission, and a railway investi-
gation commission—all in about five months.
That is not too bad. Is that the Govern-
ment’s idea of solving the unemnloyed ques-
tion? They have more commissions than
thev have found jobs for men otherwise in
five months. When you ask what they are
going to do ahout the unemnloved, they sav,
“ We have only been here for five months.”

Now I have a suggestion to make. Why
not get Mr. Vockler as a racing commissioner
instead of a judge who knows nothing abont
racing and these other gentlemen? He is a
student of racing. The hon. member for
Kelvin Grove is connected with racing. but he
cannot tell vou who bas won until the horse
has passed the post. Tven then he sometimes
makes a mistake. (Lauehter.) Mr. Vockler
will tell you the dav before. (Laughter.) I
think the Racing Commission is developing
into a farce. It mav be interesting in a
sporting way. What I think the Government
want is to et certain information regarding
the ownershin of racchorses and the dates
allowed for racing.

The PrewiEr: Do vou want proprietary
racing to be abolished?

Mr. STOPFORD: We find that the legal
fraternity really have con‘rol of the Racing
(Commission. The Government have handed
over to Mr. McGill the right to cross-examine
all witnesses. and a man like Mr. Burke has
been in the box for three days.

A GovernMENT MEuBER : The matter is sub
judice.

Mr. STOPFORD: It is not sub judice;
but even if it is, this is the time for me io
state my objection, if I have one. We have
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the spectacle of Mr. Burke being in the box
for three days, and the whole of the minutes
of the Kedron Park Club being examined.

[7.30 p.m.]

T do not desire to delay the passage of the
Bill. I have made my protest. and my sug-
gestion on behalf of Mr. Vockl 1 “omd
like an sssurance from the Rac
sion H\at if they are goiug to wail until the
next Melbourne Cup, they will allow Dbir.
McGill to go back to do useful work for the
Nationalist cause, in ccnnection with which
many difficulties are awaiting his valuable
attention.

Mr. HYNES (Townseilley: 1 thoroughls
endorse the remarks of the hon. member for
Herbert. Obvicusly it is the intenticn of
the Government to ‘‘hamstring > the State
Government Insurance Office. The Premier
quite candidly stated that the Ministers of
the various departments take full responsi-
bility for the instructions issued to the heads
of the different departments that thev hould
do what thev could to dissuade Government
employees from continuing to support the
State Insurance Office. That is something
that the Government should not do. 'J.'hcf:
should be just as jealous of the welib:ing of
the State Government Insurance Office &3
they are of the railways from the pomt of
view of securing new business and retaining
the present patronage. Knowing as I do thn
personnel of the di1ectovate~ of some of the
private insurance conxpame\ I know that
some members of the Government Party are
interested in insurance companies in Quecns-
land. The Treasurer condemned as: an
immoral act the action of hon. members on
this side in taking shares in the Mount Isa
Proprlet‘wv Limited, and criticised the
action of the late Government for construct-
ing a railway to add to the development of
the Mount Isa mining field.

The PreEMiER: [ condemned the gifts of
shares. )

Mr. HYNES: The hon. member for War-
rego has explained the conditions on which
those shaves were given. They were nof
given by_the hon. membel for services ren-
dered or“about to be rendered.

Mr. Krrso: Oh. no!

Mr. HYNES: How was Mrs. T. J. Ryan
going {o assist the hon. member for Warreso
to secure a railway? How was old Fred
Ackers—a man who has done a lot for mi-
ing in the past—a man who is ““ down and
out,”” receiving only the old-age pension——
going to assist in providing a 1“a11“a Y He
ot a parcel of Mount Isa Proprietary shares.
What benefit could the hon. member for
Warrego secure from him? There is an
incentive for members of the Government
party to abolish the State Government Insur-
ance Office by reason of the fact that some
of them are pecuniarily interested in other
offices. The-abolition of the State Cffice will
mean increased profits to the companies in
which their money is invested. I now tell
the Premier that the Government have done
something distinotly immoral in setting out
to kill the State Office when members of his
party have an incentive to do so by reason
of the fact that it would increase the proﬁ
of the companies in which their moneys are
invested.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Where has the money been invested?

. Mr. HYNES: The Government
instructed the hospital boards

have
and other

[25 OcroBER.] Appropriation Bill, No. 2. 1239

semi‘Government bodies that they are mno
longer impelled to give their business to the
Btate Office; but they have also directed
that these bodles must adopt the policy of
the Government in the direction of the con-
tract system. The Government refused fo
allow the Townsville Hospital Board to com-
plete its work under the day-labour system
when that hospital board was satisfied that
the additions could be constructed

more
economically under the day-labcur system
than under the contract system. On a ques-

tion of policy the Government compelled and
coerced them into adopting their contract
system. They are not asking these semi-
Government institutions to support a State
institution.

The PreMIER: We are not compelling them
to do so.

Mr. HYNES: The State Government
Insurance Office is as worthy of the support
of the Government as the Rallway Depart-
ment, The Sccretary for Railways is con-
templating some measure that will compel
people to use the railways. He is quite Jmtx-
fied in doing so. Should not the Minister in
charge of the State Government Insurance
Office do the same thing?

The SecreTARY TFOR PupLic INSTRUCTION :
Who is competing against the railways?

Mr. HYNES: The State Government
Insurance Office is a semi-Government body,
and, seeing that the Secretary for Railways
has the courage to issue a regulation to
compel people to use the railways, there
should be nothing to stop the Government
from compelling semi-Government bodies to
insure with the State Government Insurance

Office.

I would like to make some reference to the
retrenchment policy now being adopted on
the railways. 1 volico my protﬁ st against the
action of the Government in embarking upon
a policy of drastic retrenchment in the rail-
ways. Certain lists of retrenched men in the
North have been read out in this Chamber.
I reply to a question on the subject, the
Minister stated that these men have been
offered work on bridge construction and other
work. On investigation, I find that the men
now engaged on the bridge work who will be
replaced by these men will be sacked, and
will have to join the ranks of the unem-
ployed. That is retrenchment. Unfortun-
ately, there are large number of employees
in the department classified as temporary
employees, notwithstanding that they may
have twenty vears’ service to their credit.
Through some physical disability or other
they have been unable to pass the qualifying
medical examination for appointment {0 the
permanent staff. I know men who are . be
displaced who have a longer record of service
than the permanent employees taking their
places. The Minister is shuffling when he
states that there are no men being put off
cxcept temporary men.

The SECRETARY FOR Rarmmways: T
shuffling.

Mr. HYNES : I wish to draw the attention
of the House and of the people outside to the
fact that temporary men—men with fifteen
vears’ service in the railways—are being put
off. So far as the men are cor‘cernud it
does not matter whether they be classified as
temporary or permanent. If they are put off,
the result is the same. They will be unable to
obtain work, and they and their wives and
children will suffer in consequence of the

Mr. Hynes.]

am not
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action of the Government. o my mmd the
Government infend to make all rsilway con-
struction work relief work. Thore* are thou-
sands of men employed on construction work.
It has been laid down that the basie wage
for a man with a wife and three children
shall be £4 5s. per week in order to maintain
them in a certain standard of comfort.

Mr. Maxwern: Your
them nothing

Mr. HYNES: This is the henest
ment who were not out to reduce -
Mr. MaxwrgLL: You sacked them.

Mr, HYNTES: The hon. member’s i5overn-
ment have reduced their wages from £4 5s.
per week to £3 4s.

Mr. Kurso: You sacked the whole crowd.

Mr. HYNES: It is quite cbvious that the
Government intend to make loan work relief
vork, or, in local parlance “ tucker jobs.” I
voice m‘ protest agdl-lu the adlon of the
(1ovumnont There is cvidence of u con-
spiracy between the various Tory State Pre-
miers to reducs wages and interfere with the
conditions of workers in the Commonwealth.
(Government dissent.) We told the pesple
from the hustings that such a conspiracy did
exist.

I rfememher making the statement in
Townsville before the last Stats elections
that Mr. Bavin, the Tory Premicer of New
South Wales, had stated that it was the
inlontion of his Government to reduce fhe
basic wage in New South Wales. Mr. Bavin
later sent a wire to Townsville stating that
such was not the case—that they had no
intention of doing it. The press today,
however, tells us that {the Industrial Clom-
mission in New South Wales has reduced
the basic wage from £4 5s. to £3 12+, 6d. per
week, which is a substantial reduction.  Of
course, I can imagine what is in the minds
of hon. members opposite, who will have the
same excuse as Mr. DBavin when he savs
“ We did not do it. The Industrial Com-
mission did it.”” By removing certain restrie-
tions and vrovisions in the Inductrmx Arbi-
tration Act, the Queensland Government hope
to be able to lay the blame on the Boavd
of Trade and Arbitration. There is EVOLY
reason to believe that what has happened
i1 New South Wales will happen in Queen:-
fand when the Industrial Arbitration Act
iz amended so as to enable the wages to he
reduced. T am protesting against the pro-
posed legistation of the Government, which
13 being launched for the purpose of interfer-
ing with the standard of livinz of the indus-
trialists of Queensland. I am satisfied that
it is the intention of the Quoomldnd Govern-
ment, following in the steps of the Tory Go-
sornment in New , South Wales, to bring
about a considerable reduction in the basic
wage in this State, and I take this oppor-
tunity of voicing my emphatic protest a against
such action.

Mr, FOLEY (Leichhardt): One of the
grievancos which I desite to ontilatc on
behalf of my electors deals with the question
raised by the hon. member for Townsville.
The construetion workers in my electorate
have had their wages reduced by being put
on short time. Of course, 1t is too late now
to complain of that action, which hm alreadsy
been taken: but, followmw on the unm sug-
gested by the hon. member for Bremer, I
suggest to the Minister that, if at all pos-
sible, he should endeavour to put these men
on full time between now and Christmas

[Mr. Hynes.

Governinent  gave
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to enable them to get something together
to tide them over the Christmm holidays.
Those men are not concerned so much with
a job lasting as long as possible by working
short time as they arc with Q(‘t‘um on with
the job and finishing it. They would much
prefer to be on the job, rather than idling
in their camp for onc and a-half days in
the week, even though they realise that they
will probably have to go elsewhere when
that work {inishes. I certainly had that
feeling in the days when I followed work
from New South Wales up to the
Clermont district. When one job cut out, I
simply packed my portmanteaux and took
a train or boat to another place in scarch
of work. That is the type of men for whom
I am appealing to-night, They are prepaved
to take their chance when the money for
that work is exhausted.

Anocther matter to which I wish to refer
cencerus the poliey of the Railway Depart-
ment in regard to the future reguirements
of sleeper blocks from supplicrs at Birim-
gen. When I put a questicn to the Secrctary
for Railways earlier in the scssion, the Lon.
gentleman replied that the matter was under
consideration; and no doubt he will he able
to give some information now. The poqi-
tion is that the men who originally supplied
timber to the depot at Birimgan desire to
know where they stand. They have 20,030
feet of blocks on hand ready at twenty-four
hours’ notice to cut into sleepers, and arc
hanging round in the hope that the mill will
sturt  operations before Christmas. They
know that certain sleepers are wanted.

On the Anakie construction job, anything
from 30,000 to 40,000 sleepers will be
required; and they are hoping that these
cleepers will be used up and the mill
restarted before Christinas. If the mill is
not to be restarted, I shou]d lik= to know
so that these men will know where they stand
and have an opportunity of treking to some
other part of the State where there 1= a
better opportunity of getting employment.
As a rvesult of certain orders for railway
timbers in  the Southern district being
obtained under the contract system, it is
mooted that that system will be dv)pued by
the Railway Department to any roquirements
obtained in the Central dist There are
no definite instructions to that cffect, but it
is gencrally understood that the new Admm‘
istration intend to follow that policy in
regard to future requirements. During my
recent visit the men there strongly objected
to such a system. During the whole of the
operations of that mill they hsve worked
under an agreement between the Forestry
Department and the Australian Workers’
Union, which was arrivad at after long inves-
tigation. Representatives from all parties
travelled throughout the various scrubs of
the State where timber operations were being
carried on, and after a thorough inveostigation
they arrvived at an agreement to d=liver cer-
tain railway timbers at certain prices. They
have worked satisfactorily under that agree-
ment for a number of years. Under the new
system, if 20,000 sleeper blocks are required,
the department will call for tenders for their
delivery, and that will mean that all the men
on the job will compete with each other to get
n share of the ordu The only object can be
to get the timber requirements of the depart-
ment @t a cheaper rate than previously, or,
in other words, i1t will mean the cutting down
of the wages of the timber workers in the
bush. That is one way of cutting down

right
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wages; and I can gssure hon. members oppo-
site that the men in the Central district
strongly object to it. They realise that it is
another method of undermining the condi-
tions that they have been working under
satisfactorily for a number of years.

Since the last State election T have received
numerous letters from people in myv electorate
asking me to find work for them. Not only
have I received letters from adult males, but
from mothers asking me to do what T can
for their boys and girls. I wait to emphasise
that this correspondence is the result of a
letter which, prior to the election, was circu-
lated by the Premier in the Central district
by the thousand. The letter was supposed
to be in the Premie’s own handwriting. but,
of course, it was only a photographed copy.

In that letter the hon. gentleman pointed
out the deplorable conditions existing in
Queensland. He showed how trade had
fallen off during the past three years, pick-
ing out the worst three vears during Labour’s
rule—being a drought period. Then he dealt
with the falling-off of invested capital in
the State, and later on asked what was to
become of our boys and girls. The only
inference people “receiving those letters
could draw was that, if they voted for Mr.
Moore and his party, Mr. Moore was going
to revolutionise the conditions which he
claimed existed, and that every boy and
girl, as well as every adult, would be placed
1 & position.

The PremiEr: In your electorate they
elected to keep things as they were.

Mr. FOLEY: They received letters of a
similar nature prior to the Premier’s; but
they were quite satisfied with me as their
representative.  No doubt they have been
caught by confidence men before, and some
bave probably lost a few ponnds through
the three-card trick and having the double-
headed penny spun on them: but they were
not going to fall to the confidence trick the
Premier attempted to put over them. I
am continually receiving letters from the
people there, and the only thing I can
write back is that so far the new Administra-
tion has made no attempt to reorganise con-
ditions =0 as to provide the employment
which it was promised would be found. We
have now passed the Fstimates; but I have
vet to see any provision to bring about what
the Premier claimed was possible. In view
of the advertisements during the clection
campaign that 10,000 workers would be em-
ployed as the result of a special loan which
would be raised immediately, men and
women in the Central district seriously took
it for granted that something would be
done in that respect.

Then we cannot find any appropriation
from the Loan Fund for 1931. The only
conclusion I can come to, and the only
thing I can do, in writing to my electors in
reply to their requests, is to point out that
apparently the Government were not sincere
in making the promises they did before the
election.

The PrEmizr: I would never expect you
to do anything else, ' )

Mr, FOLEY: I cannot do anything else.
If therc was something on the business
paper, or a definite intimation from the
Premier, that he intended to capitalise the
£18,000 he has filched from members of
this House, as he promised in his policy
specch, one could write back and say that in
due course something would be done. If
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there was any intimation that a special loan
to find employment would be raised, I could
sar to my electors, ““ In due course jobs will
be found in different parts of the State, and
vou will be found a job in your turn.” But
there has been no indication of any en-
couragement to the investment of capital
during the five months the Government have
been in power, and no new factories have
been opened where these boys and girls can
be employed. During the dinner hour to-
day I heard a lecture by Mr. Stephenson,
M.A., of the Brisbane Grammar School, in
which he pointed out that a few years ago
he wasg turning out 250 boys a year, while
this year he will be turning out in the
vieinity of 750, quite apart from those who
have been turned out by other grammar
schools, colleges, and technical institutions.
There was one thing which he recommended
which was quite out of place and should
be attended to by the Premier. He sug-
gested that employers to whom he was speak-
ing should notify him of any billets that
were available, so that he could choose from
the ranks of the boys available those whom
he considered suitable for those billets.

If the Government allow a system of that
nature to be adopted, by which employers
may write to an institution such as the Bris-
bane Grammar School, what about the tech-
nical colleges, Nudgee College, the Rock-
hampton Grammar School. and other insti-
tutions? I claim that something should be
done whereby all applications for apprentice-
ship should go through the Apprenticeship
Committee. which would then be in a posi-
tion to choose or reccommend boys for
employment.

The main point I want to emplasise is
that we have had no intimation whatever
that any promises made by the Government
are going to be fulfilled, and that Queensland
is going to flow with milk and honey, as the
Premier intimated in the loving letter he
sent to every elector in my constituency.
When I saw it I came to the conclusion that
I had better get busy oy I would bx losing
my seat. (Laughter.) In it thers was promise
after promise, or, at least. the inference of
promises that, if the Premicr and his party
were returned, Queensland would flow with
milk and honey. When requests come from
my electors for information as to the ful-
filment of those promises, all I can do is to
intimate that up to date I can see no move
on the part of the Government to fulfil any
of the promises they made.

Question—That the Speaker do now leave
the chair, and the House rcsolve itself into a
Committee of the Whole to consider the Bill
in detail (Mr. W. H. Barnes’s motion)—put
and paszed.

COoMMITTEE.

(Blr. Mazwell, Toowong, onc of the el of
Temporary Chairmen, in the chair.)
Clause 1—““ Appropriation [Schedule, Parts
4, B, ¢, D, E, ¥]'—agreed to.
Clause 2—“ Appropriation”—

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): Secing that a
certain sum of money—£600,000—is by this
clause appropriated from the Loan Fund for
the services of the year 1930-31, I would like
the Treasurer to give us some idea as to
whether this money is to bes used for the
purpose of relieving unemplcyment. If the
Government are sincere in saying that it is
their intention later on to relieve unemploy-
ment, and that they have not ret had time

My, Pollock.]
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to do so, I take it they must make prepara-
tion for approprlatlon for that purpcse 1n
the future. It is, therefore. only a fair t}mm
to azk them to tell us for V\,hdt purposes thi
mopey is being set apart. Tt is obvious that
when only £600,000 is being set aside fvom
the Loan Fund on account of the next finan-
cial vear. there cannot be any serious inten-
tion in the near future to make any pro-
vision for the jobs that were promised by
hon. members cpposite. In spite of what the
Premier and the Treasurer have said—that
this party do not want to see those promisus
carried out—I say that we do want to see
employment given to the people.

The TREASURER : We are giving it fo them.

Mr. POLLOCK : I say that the appropria-
tion now being made for the pext financial
year does not show any indication whatever
that there is any intention to give it to
them. Therefore, it is up to the Premier to
say where he has found it possible to give
effect to the promises that he and his parh
so glibly made just prior to the last election.
I hope something will be done by the Govera-
ment to show their bona [ides.

At 8 p.m.,

The TEMPORARY CHATIRMAN said:
Under the provisions of the Sessional Order
agreed to by the House on 22nd August,
26th September, and 4th October, I shall
now proceed to put the remainder of the
questions necessary to complete the business.

Clause 2—° 4Appropriztion "—agreed to.

Clauses 3 to 8, both inclusive, schedule, and
preamble agreed to.

The House resumed.

The TeMpoRARY CHAIRMAN reported the Bill
without amendment.

THIRD READING.
The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Wynnum): I beg to move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and pascd.
The House adjourned at 8.5 p.m.





