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1038 Papers. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

TUESDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1929. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. 'J. Taylor, TVindso1') 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

EETIREii!ENT OF ACTING SERGEANT P. BRADY. 

Mr. WI:'\ISTANLEY (Quecnton), for Mr. 
BARBER (Bundaberg), ac,kcd the Home 
Secretary-

" \Vill he detail the circumstances 
under which Acting Sergeant P. Brady, 
lately stationed at Kuranda, was retired 
from the Police Force·:" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson, 11' orrnanby) replied-

" In January, 1923, Acting Sergeant 
Patrick Brady, then at Cairns, reported 
on his condition of health, and laid 
special stress on the fact that he was 
subject to severe headaches, and that 
his eyesight was defective. He was later 
examined by Drs. Clarke and Jarnie·on, 
h;·o legal!} qualified medical men 
appointed in accordance ,,·ith the pro· 
visions of the Police Acts, and they 
certified that he was unfit for service in 
the Police Force. Representations appear 
to have been then made favouring thn 
tcrnporary retention of the acting ser· 
geant in the Police Force, and this 
course was followed. Subsequently, in 
Augnst, 1929, this rnatter agrLin came 
up for rcvievv, and the Con1missioner, 
who had a personal knowledge of the 
acting sr:rgeant and his infinnitiesJ 
recommended that he be retired from 
active service, and his formal retirement 
was appro>ed in August, 1929, subject 
to the terms of leave of absence, on pay, 
to wh1ch he was entitled.'' 

DucHESS TO "11ouNT IsA RAILWAY. 

Mr. WINSTAC\JLEY (Queenton): I desire 
to ask the Secretary for Rail" ays whether 
he has an answer to the following questions, 
which I addressed to him on the 16th 
October:-

" 1. \Vhat is the distance from Duchess 
to Mount Isa.? 

"2. 'What was the cost per mile for 
construction of Mount I sa R<tilway? 

"3. \Vhat was the cost of station 
buildings, water supplies, etc.? 

" 4. ¥.That was the total cost?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, 1!furilla) replied-

" 1 to 4. The hon. member can obtain 
most of the information he desires on 
page 35 of the Commissioner's annual 
report. The figures given include station 
buildings, water supplies, etc., not yet 
complete." 

PAPERS, 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

'r"·(,nty··Sevei.th Annual Heport of the 
Manager of the Agricultural Bank 
for the year ended 30th June, 1929. 

Thirteenth Annual Report of the Stato 
Government Insurance Office for the 
year en deed 30th June, 1929. 

Report of the Provisional Forcstrv Board 
for the year mded 30th June,' 1929. 

Fifth Annual Report of th" Prickly-pear 
Land Commission for the vear ended 
30th June, J 929. · 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTIO:'/ OF COM~HTTEE~ K !NTH ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

iJir. Robcrts, Ea,,t l'oowoomba, in the clv1ir.) 

li Oii!E SECRETAR'\c '8 DEPART~lENT. 

CHIEf OPICE. 

Question stated-
" That £8,611 be granted for ' Home 

Secretary's Department--Chief Office.' " 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): 
When the Committee a.djourned on Thurs· 
day last, I had rrLised certain question, on 
these Estimates on \\·hich I asked for infor· 
tnation. The first quf~~tion I raised \Yas as 
to the re•1cons which actuated the Home 
Secretary, in the first instance, in declaring 
bis intention to have an inquiry into a certain 
unfortunate case, and th~ reasons w hi eh 
actuated him or the Cabinet later in review· 
ing that decision. The Minister, by inter­
jection, said that he could mention a 
hundred cases where similar action had been 
taken. I pointed out that I did not think 
that was so; but, even if it were so, it did 
not absolve the hon. gentleman from the 
duty of making a statement to this Com· 
mittee. I pointed out earlier in my speech 
that the usual practice was for the police to 
rnake a report and recornmenda tioa, rrnd 
for the Home Secretary to proceed upon 
them 

I also raised the question that certain 
clergymen had visited the Home Secretary 
and made certain recommendations. I 
pointed out that the Attorney-General, on his 
Estimates, had declared that those clergymen 
had had the opportunity of seeing the 
papers, and they had agreed that, in the 
public interects, no inquiry should be held; 
but that I had read in Thursda.) morning's 
paper that those individuals had contradicted 
the Attorney-General, and said that they 
had never seen the papers or agreed that 
no inquiry should be held. I repeat that the 
question of whether an inquiry should be 
held or not can be decided o!lly after a full 
perusal of the reports concerned. Not having 
read the papers myself, I am not in a posi­
tion to say whether that inquiry should be 
held of not; but I feel perfectly confident 
that henceforth the Minister will no doubt 
appreciate the wisdom of conducting his 
department in such a way that he will be 
perfectly sure of his ground before he corn· 
mits himself to any definite line of action. 

Another matter I discussed was the ques­
tion of the·· Minister's omission to receive 
certain deputations. I have received cer­
tain communications from the Tra·des and 
Labour Council of Queensland, in which that 
body makes certain complaints. 

The CHAIRMAK: Order! I have availed 
myself of the privilege of reading the remar;<s 
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of the LQc.der of the Opposition prior to the 
adjournment on Thursda,v, and I am, there­
fore, in a po-ition to Bay that he is now 
only repeating those remarks. Consequently, 
I see no reason why he should proceed on 
those line.;, and I ask him to desist. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: Sometimes 
in public speaking it is necessary to emphasi~e 
a point by repeating it more than once; and. 
if, Mr. Roberts, you note the manner in wl1ich 
r set out my speeches, you will find that 
[ froquentlv adopt that method. I have re­
ceived certain letters from the Queensland 
'l'radcs and Labour Council complaining that 
the Minister. has refused to receive deputa­
tions. '.fho letter I hold in mv hand now 
" clrrted 21st October, and runs_:_ 

"Dear Sir.-By direction of the above 
council I havp to write you drawing 
your attention to the position taken up 
by the Home Secretary in regard to a 
request from this council to meet depu­
tations. I enclose correspondence to c,nd 
from the Home Secretary, and he oven 
·does not, in ono or two instances, acknow­
ledge my letters. 

" I do not know of anv instance 
where a :Yfinister has ever 'taken this 
stand to an important body as the Trades 
etnd Labour Council, who represent the 
industrial movement of this State. 

" W c trust you will c.ccept this and 
take whatever steps are necessary to 
brmg the matter under the notice of 
l'nrliamcllt and the people of this State. 

" I shall be thankful if vou will return 
tho correspondence when finished with. 

"I remain, 
" Respectfully yours. 

"(Sgd.) R. J. :'\llLYEY, 
"General Secretary." 

The correspondence, first of alL indicates 
a request by the council for a deputation 
about the Lay don case; and, secondly, shows 
that they asked for a deputation about Go­
\'ernment relief. The letter was acknow­
ledged, but the matter was not finalised· 
that is to say, no definite date has bee~ 
appointed by the Minister on which he will 
receive the deputation. On 29th July, the 
secretary of the council wrote to the Home 
Secretary again-

" 1\Iy council is anxious to have a reply 
t? their two previous letters re deputa-
tions to you. · 

" I shall be thankful if vou will advise 
me if you intend receiving those depu­
tations.'' 

On 2nd August. the Undei· Secretary to the 
Home Department replieJ settin~ out, what 
had been clone in regard t~ the L;vdon case; 
but the papers appear to indicate that this 
council has applied for deputations on cer­
tain matters, and up to the present has not 
been able to get a definite reply. 

The HOME SECRETARY: You supplied the 
answer the other day. You said that, if 
anybody goes in for "stunting," there is 
some justification. 

:V1r. W. FORGAN SMITH: These letters 
do not appear to be anything in the nature 
of " stunting.'' l\!Imisters must take the 
re•ponsibilitv for their own actions. 

Th0 Hem; SECRETARY: :\"o honourable 
member opposite can truthfully say that I 

have misjudged any deputation. I have 
always clone my best to as&Ist them. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I am quoting 
these letter8 which I have received in order 
that the Home Secretary might have an 
opportunity of making a statement upon 
them. The letters that I have before me, 
and from which I have '{uotecl, indicate that 
certain correspondence has taken place. I 
consider that the proper place to deal wit:1 
the matter is on the floor of this Chamber 
so that the Home Secretary might have an 
opportunity of stating his point of view. 

Another matter upon which I should like 
some information is a rather important one. 
It arises as a result of an amendment of the 
Criminal Code providing for the abolition 
of capital punishment. There are at the 
present time in the prisons in Queensland 
certain men serving life sentences. The 
Criminal Code was amended in the direction 
of abolishing capital punishment and pro­
viding imprisonment for life in place thereof. 
The question has been raised on two or three 
occasions as to the adv isabilitv or otherwise 
of imposing upon these "life senttmce 
prisoners a determinate senteuce. The aver­
ago period of a " lifer " in gaol is deter­
mined very largely by the conduct of the 
prisoner. It has been pointed out Oil previous 
occasions by prison authorities that, if 
these men were given determinate seJJtences, 
it \Yould create an incentive for them in 
certain directions, and leave with them 
some ray of hope with regard to the future. 
From the point of view of the general 
administration of gaols, 0110 can reali~e tho 
importance of the altitude of the gaol 
authorities. They point out that these men 
have already been sentenced to the supreme 
sentence in1posable by any court, and, con­
sequently, uo furcher punishment that might 
be imposed to meet any dereliction of duty 
under prison rules or regulations could act 
'" a deterrent tc these prisoners. l know 
that the ex-Home Secretary, the pree.ent 
hon, membcl' for Mount .Morgan, held rather 
definite views on this matter. I should 
like to know from the Home Secretary 
whether he is prepared to consider the 
uc!Yisability of giving a determinate sen­
tence in all theso case' after ,, period of 
imprioonment has been served. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): I .wish to 
mention a case in which the local govern­
ment functions of the department are dis­
tinctly opposed to the health functions of the 
department. I refer to the case of a ncces­
"li'Y water supply for Quilpie. which has 
been side-tracked for six years, partly by 
the local authorities. Adavalc, the bead­
quarters of the shire of Adavale, has gradu­
ally l'etired into a third or fourth rate town 
following the opening of the railway to 
Quilpie and the fact that the Quilpie rail­
head also carries with it the distinction of 
being one of the greatest trucking centres 
in the country. The Commissioner for Rail­
ways has been very good in his attempts to 
mitigate the difficulty connected with a 
general water supply at Quilpie; but there 
comes a limit to the capacity of the pump­
ing plant of the Railway Department to 
supply local water requirements during 
times of drougnt, which, unfortunately, too 
often recur. U ndcr these circumstances the 
water supply bf'Comes more of a meat extract 
than a water supply. Six years ago there 
was an agitation with the object of iJCducing 

l!ir. Bedford.] 
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the local authoritv which has its head­
quarters and most "oi its voting power and 
interest at Adava\0 to sink a bore; but the 
Adavale Shire Council was against this, 
mostly by reason of its experience in having 
a local bore at Adavale, which produced 
water not generally usable. Finally, when 
the Health Department moved to force the 
Adavale Shire Council to retreat from its 
policy of opposition, it was decided to make 
a better local catchment area of the Bulloo 
River and reticulate from that source. 

Then the Adavale Shire Council came in 
after the Health Department had done its 
proper job in forcing it to supply local 
requirements, and threw a spanner into the 
machinery by insisting that Quilpie should 
bear the whole cost of the installation. This 
in itself would be unjust, because Quilpie, 
as a railhead, is supplying and serving, not 
only the town of Quilpie, but two quite large 
areas in the Adavale shire. Since then the 
question of a bore at or near this place--prob­
ably resulting in some valueless water supplv 
from a drillhole, as at Adavale-has largely 
been set at rest by the striking of 500,000 
gallons of splendid water at a depth of 3,000 
feet at \Vhynot, some little distance out of 
Quilpie. I have received this petition which 
is about to be presented to the Home Secre­
tary-

" \V e, the residents of Quilpie, which is 
carrying a population of from 500 and 
600 people, have been in urgent need of 
a healthy water supply, and this matter 
is more urgent' in a time of droug-ht 
which has existed for the past three' or 
four years. Our present supply is get­
ting very low, and in a month or two 
will be dangerous for inhabitants, as 
rain water is practically not in exist­
ence. 

" \V e ha vc ondea voured to obtain such 
a supply by every means, and we now 
appeal to you for your assistanC('. Your 
department, through your health inspec­
tor, Mr. Beaver, knows the urgency, 
while your health officer, Dr. Coffey, has 
reported on same. 

"Onr difficulty appears to be money. 
The Irrigation Department has made 
out alteruative reports-{1) by damming 
the Bulloo and pumping, and (2) from 
an artesian bore. Both "~timates are in 
the vicinity of £9,000. Owing to the 
uncertainty of obtaining good water from 
a bore, we have hitherto been in favour 
of pumping the water from the Bulloo. 
But now the Whvnot trust bore has 
struck flowing \Yat'~r which has proved 
of excellent quality, we now favour a 
bore. 

" The Adavale Council, our governing 
body, which governs from Adavale, is not 
in favour of making the whole shire a 
benefited area. The country ratepayers 
of No. 2 division, of which we belong, 
owing to the drought and heavy taxa­
tion, though fully aware of the urgency 
of an adequate water supply, dec!ill<' t'J 
be taxed for the scheme. The position. 
therefore, looks as though, through 
money matters, we are unable to got a 
water supply. 

" \V e therefore appeal to yon 1nr · t 
earnestly for your assistance to try anrl 
find a way in which we can get a su]Jpiy. 

[11ft·. Bedford. 

" The extreme heat in summer and th· 
dust storms to which we are subject, the 
disagreeableness of which would be much 
more cheerfully borne if decent water 
were available. 

" Surely there must be some fund or 
some Act to help in such an urgent case, 
such as a trust bore through yonr depart­
ment! 

" The Gov!'rnment boring plant i 
working at \Vhynot. 26 miles away, anu 
should soon be finished. In the ir.terests 
of unemployment and the short dietance 
for the plant to be shifted, we urge the 
necessity of starting this bore. 

"Trusting to have your sympathy and 
assistance in this matter, 

''\Vo are, 
" Yours faithfully, 

" CITIZENS oF QuiLPJE." 

This petition is signed by-
" Jame~ Corones, A. S. Narracott, A. 

H. Hindmarsh, Thomas Clutterbuck, D. 
Angus, Mrs. D. Angus, Mrs. H. Angus, 
N. Conquest, Kevin Gibson, H. Larkim, 
R. A. Johns, H. Corones, J. O'Neill, 
P. McCormack, A. L. Smaldon, P. ,J. 
Smaldon, 0. P. Lapham, E. Lapham, 
I. Jarley Jones, P. York, R. I. Lyon, 
T. Power, C. Power, G. Goddard, J. W. 
Davis, A. A. Bell, W. H. Puller, H. H. 
Hatten, A. G. Mead, Capper and Com­
pany, M. Phelan, R. Stirling, L. McCon­
nell, ,J. Kursey, W. Patcroon, R. Pater· 
son. W. J. Paterson, H. M. Davis, E. 
Hansen, W. B. Clarke, E. McConnell, 
R. H. Bignell, L. Preston, W. Eyre. 
Harold G. Cush, J. G. Dunkley, and 
B. Ammanuel." 

I trust that the Health Department will be 
able to see its way to interfere in what is, 
after all, a local authority dispute. We are 
keeping up hospitals all over the State, and 
at the same time the general neglect of 
health laws, which, if observed, are suffi­
ciently complete to make all the difference 
in health, is filling our hospitals. So the 
,-icions circle goes on. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY : How long has 
Quilpie been trying to get this bore? 

Mr. BEDFORD: Six years. The local 
authority has held them up all the time. 
'That has been partly because of jealousy and 
partly because the Adavale Shire Council 
insisted on the town of Quilpie being 
declared a benefited area for the work, thus 
exempting the rest of the shire from bearing 
the cost. 

In judging these Estimate,, it must be con­
sidered that this is an apparently unpayable 
department, because it is engaged in activi­
ties from which there is no possibility of 
revenue returns to any extent, besides w hi eh 
it is engaged in the most thankless of all 
occupations-trying to impart intelligence 
to the stupid, trying to teach people not to 
hurt themselves, as they do by a general 
disregard of the laws of health, due lwrgcly 
to the inaction of stupid local authorities. 
It is an extraordinary thing that, on the one 
hand, we obtain money for hospitals and for 
the expert scientific invesigation for the 
prevention and the cure of disease, whilst 
at the same time we permit a continuous 
crop of those diseases to be grown. Then' 
mmt be some reason besides the actual steam 
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in the cylinde·r, that one man can live a 
hard life and live to be 100 years of age 
whilst another man, born in better monetary 
oircumstanees, can only live until thirty-five 
years of age, his normal condition during 
life being ill-health. That reminds me of Bill 
Wardley, who died the other day, a mere 
_routh of 108 ! Wardley was one of the first 
eig·ht-hour day protagonists in Melbourne, 
and up to two or three months before his 
death he took on the job of working in a 
bakery three nights a, week. He was very 
human, of course, because every Friday night 
he came down amongst the village lads and 
had his six or eight rums after viewing the 
funeral procession of people who had never 
had a drink in their lives. (Laughter.) 
During the last few months of his life he 
said to Lcwis McDonald, whilst actively 
engaged drawing bread out of the oven "I 
.don't understand what is coming over these 
young fellows-they have no independence. 
There are my two boys; they have both 
taken the old age pension." vVhen he was 
asked the ages of the two " boys," he replied 
that one -was eighty-four and the other 
seventy-nine years of age. Compared with 
these men, there seems no reason why Aus­
tralia should not be putting up in better 
form the great records for longevity that 
we·re a·pparent in the Commonwealth a few 
years ago and are still apparent in this, the 
healthiest State in Australia, apparently 
because of the heat. A great French doctor 
says that a man lives as long as his kidneys 
Jet him, so that apparently the kidneys are 
the main factors in longevity. It is a fact 
that in this hot climate of ours the skin 
takes the work off the kidneys for a great 
many months of the year, and we have the 
finest examples in the world of longevity. 
Another authority has put it that a man is 
as old as his arteries. 

OnC' of the greatest illustrations of the 
overlapping of authorities and the non­
enforcement of the law is the government of 
this city. Years before its time in point of 
population this city was presented with a 
sewerage scheme which Melbourne did not 
begin to think of until it had a population 
of 400,000; but, outside of that and outside 
of the fact that a very ornate and expensive 
town hall has been provided much before its 
time-or rather, much before its time 
because other necessary reforms are -behind 
their time-the fact remains that here the 
conditions of food and the general conditions 
of health would disg-race a country town of 
thirty years ago. It is difficult to find a 
p·roperly run restaurant. In such a sheltered 
business as the liquor trade it is difficult to 
find properly equipped and properly main­
tained lavatories. It is difficult to find for 
instance, in this city anything approadhing 
the system of garbage destruction which anv 
decent city would insist upon. In th'e 
cities where civilisation is at itc best. the 
first step is the destruction of flies and rats; 
yet the system of garbag-e removal of the 
Greater Brisbane Council is absolutelv the 
finest so far as working in favour o'f the 
retention and spread of these two pests is 
-concerned. 

[3 p.m.] 

In most places where garbage i5 properl;­
handled, and, as it will be in time each house 
will destroy its own garbage a'nd use the 
re,ultant heat for the maintPnance of a hot­
water service. In dPcent towns garbage is, 
by law, forced to be drained-especially the 

1929-3 T 

kitchen refuse-then packed into clean paper 
and taken to the garbage can, and that 
garbage can ren1ovod, papers and all, in 
iho municipal garbage cart. In decent towns 
the garbage carts are covered. Here, while 
we are spending large amounts of money 
on hospitals and the prevention of disease, 
open garbage carts go about the main streets 
of the city distr-ibuting- diseases; and there 
still exists in this place a garbage remover 
called the pig-man. I did not know who the 
pig-man was, but on investigation I found 1t 
was this kind of person : When the garbage 
in decently run houses is put into these clean 
papers some odoriferous and m a \odorous 
attendant carefully unwraps it, sorts all the 
garbage, and then puts it into u can to fester 
until the pig-man comes. If there is one 
point on which the Health Department should 
insist, it is that it should teach the local 
Health Department of Brisbane its business . 
Ir should insist, too, that the State money 
is not to be spent, as carclessiy as a drunken 
sailor spends his wages, on keeping up 
hospitals and going into research for the 
prevention of 'disease while all these stupid 
people are actively engaged in disseminating 
it. I trust the Minister for Health will do 
something in this regard. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): I would like 
to say a word or two in regard to the 
metropolitan milk supply and the milk sup­
plies of other large cities in Queensland. 
It appears to me that we have got ourselves 
into the position now when nobody knows pre­
cisely what is being contemplated in regard 
h the milk supply. There ha..~ been .wme 
discussion about the Brisbane City Council 
taking over and discharging certain functions 
in regard to the Brisbane supply; that the 
Home Department shall discharge certain 
other functions; and the Department of 
Agriculture has very well defined functions 
that it discharges. We have dual control 
in our milk supply, and we are threatened 
with triple control. It would be a most 
desirable thing if the metropolitan milk 
supply and the milk supply of all large 
cities were under uniform control, with one 
board responsible for the maintenance of a 
pure milk supply. 

The question I more particularly desire 
to address myself to on this point is the 
persistent and continuous adulteration of 
milk by the addition of water. The report 
of the Heatlh Department shows that this 
practice, instead of diminishing as the years 
go by, is continually expanding, and that 
thcrr is more adulterated milk being sold 
in BrisbanG to-day than over before. In 
my opinion, the man who practises that kind 
of thing is a most contemptible criminal. 
'There can be no doubt that very grave harm 
results from this practice. It is true that 
very frequently the man who owns the 
milk run is the victim of circumstances over 
"hich he has no control. I believe these 
unfortunate people arc penalised very fre­
quently owing to the activities of some 
roundsman that thcv employ. The whole 
question is: flow are we going to escape 
the very serious cons~qucnces of adulterated 
m.ilk? From the biological side, the Health 
Department has done excellent work. The 
report seems to indicate that we ha' a 
purer milk supply in Brisbane to-dqy than 
w~ have had for n1any years; but we have 
more water in our milk supply than has 
been the case in the past. There are certain 
penalties provided. 

Mr. Bt[lcock.] 
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It would appear that these penalties are 
not nearly severe enough, and that the man 
who deliberately, wickedly, and wilfully con­
taminate3 the city's milk supply, therpby 
wickedly depriving children of ·the nourish­
ment which thev should obtain, and which 
is absolutely e'~ential to them, should be 
punished with a good deal greater vigour 
and rigour than is being meted out to him 
to-day. This is a question which demands 
some consideration. 

We inight argue from the point of view 
that the principal of a milk run is not 
responsible, and that he frequently has to 
carry the responsibilit0 of other people. 
In this connection, I would suggest one or 
two remedial measures. In the first place, 
I think the Home Secretary should take into 
consideration the question of more severe 
punishment in certain cases. 

The Hali!E SECRETARY: We have to amend 
the Act in that regard. 

Mr. BULCOCK: It is worth while con­
sidering. First of all, I would suggest that 
the Home Department should endeavour to 
,get greater control over the milk supply; 
secondly, that greater punishment be inflicted 
on the individual who wickedly and wilfully 
adulterates milk; and, thirdly, some pro­
tection might be offered or some suggestion 
rr.ade to the principal vendor of the milk 
t'l protect him from the activitie~ of certain 
employees. 

I believe it is the practice in some places 
to utilise a sealed can. When the milk comes 
ftom the central depot-the dairy in the case 
of a warm milk supply-the owner of the 
dairy is compelled by law to put a padlock 
on the lid of the can, which must be locked 
nnd sealed. The employee takes over those 
cans of milk. and, if the inspector discovers 
that the seal is broken when he intercepts 
the emplo;.-ee on his round, it is the employee 
who is liable and not the employer. 

The Ho:~rE SECRETARY: They can put water 
in after they get the milk. 

Mr. BULCOC'K: That, after all, is only 
one side of the question. There are already 
penalties provided against the. man who 
cnrrios water on the milk cart. 

An OPPOSITION MEli!BER: A man can use it 
out of his own tap. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : How would you get 
over the problem of a perfectly honest milk 
vendor going around and an employee adding 
water to the milk? That is one of the draw­
backs. 

Mr. BULCOCK: You can protect the milk 
vendor by sealing the can. ·when the can is 
sealed, it is obvious that no water can be 
added to the contents of the can. It is not a 
difficult matter to seal the can. If water 
then be discovered in th~ milk and the seal 
is broken, it is the employee who is respon­
siblP. It may be difcovered in a portion 
of the milk being delivered to the house­
holder, and in that case the inspector would 
take a sample of milk from the can itself· 
and, if that were not adulterated but th~ 
milk which the employee was di~tributing 
was adulterated, it would be demonstrated 
that it was the employee who was responsible 
and not the employer. That would protect 
the decent employer and sheet it home to the 
employee. I believe in manv cases the 
employer gets a rough deal in 'this re•pect. 

[Mr. Bulcock. 

There is an incentive to adulterate milk, 
and we should protect the employer, and 
introduce regulations whereby we can defi­
nitely sheet home the guilt to the culprit. 
I believe these suggestions ar·e worthy of con­
sideration, and that most dairymen would 
welcome the general use of a sealed can. 
\Ve know that the law at present is not 
much dreaded by the people who adulterate 
milk. 

The HO~JE SECRET.\HY: The milk boy n'"Y 
run away and put water in the milk. He 
may have some milk to deliver to Mrs. Jones, 
fer instance, and, before he delivers it, he 
may put water in it. 

Mr. BULCOCK: If a sample of milk 
taken from a sealed can were found to 
contain water, the employee will be liable 
a l the seal must not be broken. The 
employee cannot introduce water per medium 
of the tap. A sample of milk from the can 
would be pure or not pure. If it were not 
pure, the onus would be on the employer and 
not on the employee, so that such a provision 
would protect the employee. It seems to 
me that that is one way out the difficulty; 
but where milk is being adulterated-! mean 
maliciously adulterated-we should have 
recourse to much more severe penalties than 
are enforced at present. The general prac­
tice in courts in Queensland is to fine a 
delinquent £1 for every percentum of added 
water; but I understand that that scale 
goes on indefinitely-that is to say, if an 
individual adds 8 per cent of water to his 
milk, he will be fined £8 whether it is the 
first or the third offence. That is obviously 
undesirable and unsound. I think that the 
departm<>nt might here link up with the 
Department of Agriculture and the City 
Council. The City Council issues dairying 
licenses, which carry the right to produce 
and sell milk. A certain fee is payable in 
respect of the licenses. \Vhv not take 
advantage of this fact in our endeavour to 
provide pure milk for the people? For 
adulteration in other directions we inflict 
mm'e severe penalties than we do on the 
man who adulterates milk. Take the liquor 
trade. If a licensee deviates from the law 
on three occasions, he may be compelled to 
" toe the line " in 0arnest; he becomes a 
proscribed individual in the trade. It is 
a much more serious offence to adulterate 
milk than it is to adulterate spirits. At 
least it is from my standpoint, although, 
perhaps, some hon. members will not agree 
with me. If we had a syskm "·hereby 
individuals convicted for the third time of 
the offence of adulterating milk, where it 
was conclusively J2roven under the system 
I have outlined that thev were doing this 
for personal gain and "·ere prepared to 
undermine the health of children in order to 
attain that end, if the department, acting 
in unison with the Department of Agncul­
ture and the Citv Council, had the power 
to cancel a license for a given period, I 
think it would act as a very good deterrent. 
Fines do not cover the needs of the case. 
Suppose a man is adding 10 per cent. of 
water to his milk, and it goes on for ·omc 
considerable time. He is fined-£10, we 
shall say-and ordered to pa' the costs of 
court-which, I suppose, would be covered 
bv £2. In other words, he is mulcted to 
the extent of £12 for adding 10 per cent. 
of water to his milk for some considerable 
period, and I dare say at the averag·e price 
of milk in Brisbane-which is Sd. per quart 
-he has made more than he has to pay. 
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V erv often when these fines are inflicted the 
employer blame. the unfortunate employee; 
but, if we had a provision that, in the 
event of three successful prosecutions against 
a dairyman or milk vendor, his license would 
b" cancelled, I believe that we should do 
more to purify the milk supply than by 
a.ny other individual factor that I know of. 
I would not confine the practice to Brisbane. 
Possibly we may have in the future a purer 
milk supply in Brisbane than we have at 
present, although personally I am very vague 
as to what the council proposes to do. There 
is a good deal of talk about pasteurisation 
and cooling plants. In any case, that applies 
only to Brisbane. I think that the question 
of the general supervision of the milk trade 
of Queensland, particularly in the towns and 
cities, should receive full consideration. The 
Minister tells me that it involves an altera­
tion of the Act. Even so, I do not believe 
that an alteration on the lines I have sug­
gested would take verv long to put through 
Parliament. I believe that fundamentally 
every member of this Assembly is intensely 
interested in the preservation of the health 
standards of the children of our State, and 
that is really what I am arguing in favour 
of. 

There is another matter that I desire to 
mention, and it is in connection with the 
establishment of baby clinics. It is obvious 
that we are doing quite a lot as a State for 
the protection of infant life in our com­
munity; we are probably doing more than 
any State in the Commonwealth, find we are 
probably doing quite as much to-day as New 
Zealand is doing under its far-famed system 
of child welfare. Queensland is so situated 
geographically that we have wide ranges of 
climate and wide ranges of infantile dis­
ability. The western part of Queensland 
to-dav probably nrcsents problems to the 
individual who is interested in child welfare 
that the coast does not pre,ent. There are 
records which show that in ceTtain areas the 
infantile mortality is very high, and for no 
apparent reason; in a locality adjoining it 
the infantile mortalit0· may be particularly 
low, again for no apparent reason. Doctors 
come and go to these localities, and there 
mu't be sonic rea•.con underlying the matters 
I have mentioned. We have a system 
\Yhcrebv \YP train nurses in antP-natai and 
post-natal clinic work and infantile welfare. 
We have a series of hospitals in the West 
admirably equipped for maternity cases. 
Associated with the question of maternity 
must always be associated this question of 
ante-natal and post-natal welfare and the 
care of the very young child. I quite realise 
that the Minister may not be able to carry 
out my suggestion immediately, particularly 
through lack of trainees capable of under­
taking this particular work, but I believe 
that if, would be an excellent thing if, in 
conjunction with our maternity system, we 
could endeavour later, when trainees are 
available for the work, to make it incumbent 
on hospital committees in districts where 
there is a maternity hospital to have on the 
staff a nurse who has graduated in ante­
natal and post-natal welfare and child wel­
fare work. It has been suggested that indi­
vidual clinics should be established at cer­
tain centres. The trainee would be a 
member of the general staff, and would be 
stationed where there were maternity hos­
pitals. I consider that would be an excellent 
innovation, which probably would lead to 
the solution of some of those problems of 

infant life mortalit;(' which are only too p·r€­
valent in ·western ~ueensland. The Minister 
might argue that a tra veiling clinic is being 
instituted. That is a very excellent thing 
in its way, more particularly in connection 
with small railway sidings where no mediCal 
facilities are provided, but in regard to 
towns that travelling clinic is not likely to 
be so very valuable for this reason: _\ssum­
ing that there is an outbreak of summer 
diarrhcea, which is very prevalent amongst 
the children of the West, obviously a child 
cannot wait until a travelling clinic comes 
along, and obviously, if there were a nurse 
trained in infantile welfare available, the 
mothers would •be quite pleased to take their 
children to this little centre. It would not 
entail very great expense. I believe the 
funds of the "Golden Casket " could be 
used in that particular direction. 

The HOME SECRETARY : There is a big 
demand on " Golden Casket " funds. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I quite realise that. 
One thing that I believe justifies the exist­
ence of the " Golden Casket " more than 
anything else is that it provides the neces­
sary funds for the advancement of such 
schemes as I have placed before the Com­
mittee this afternoon. Facilities are offered 
for nurses to be trained. In the ·western 
areas, where maternity hospitals have been 
established, the medical evidence sustains the 
argument of the pioneer of the movement. 
who said that ante-natal and post-natal 
knowledge was very necessary on the part of 
the mothers of our State. 

We all subscribe to the opinion expressed 
to-day that there is a lamentable want of 
lmow'ledgc on the part of mothers. I do 
not say of all mot.hers ; but all have not the 
mothel'craft. as it were, that is necessary. 
The Minister knows that to be only too 
true. This is a difficuitv that arises: A 
rloctor in charge of a hospital is an 
(,xtremel v busy man, and freqnently has not 
the time; and sometimes the inclination, to 
sit down with a mother and discuss the 
things which, as I suggest. are of vital 
importance to the child and the mother that 
a nurse would have who was trained in 
these particular directions. A doctor in 
chargfl of a hospital hequent-ly has a privatA 
practice outside which demands quite a lot 
of his time, care. ,,nd attention; and he 
c-rcnnot be expected to go into all the little 
necessary details with a mother. He pos­
sibly goes into deta.il on th-e major matters 
and leaves the rest to chance. I know of a 
doctor in a western t<Jwn who, when 
approached by a mother, says " Go along 
and discuss that with Granny So-and-So, 
for she knows more about the rearing of 
children than I do." If vou had nurses 
trained in child welfare stationed in the 
western towns, they could giYe al1 this 
information; and, what is better, a nurse 
trained in the western countrv would be m 
a position to give better ad~ice in regard 
to child "elfare than one who is not. I 
commend the suggestion to the. MiniRter. 
The women who are prepared to go to the 
backblocks and there bear childn'n with all 
the dangers that it entails and rear them 
sh<Juld be provided with comforts equal to 
their more fortunate sisters in the city. The 
city mother can secure advice from a variety 
of clinic:o. The mother in Longreach, 
Blackall, Barcaldine, or Aramac wl;o 
desires advice in reference to a sick or ail­
ing baby has to go all the way to R'?c~­
hampton to secure advice from the olmw 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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there. 1f it can be overcome, then it should. 
I believe this difficulty can bo overcome by 
i he trainin o- of sisters in conmnction with 
the matron~ of the hospital so 'that in every 
centre thoro will always be a child welf!J-re 
sister to whom mothers can come for advice. 

Mr. HY::.!ES (Toumsville): I desire to 
make a few observations regarding the 
activities of the Home Department. First 
of all I would like to make some reference 
to th~ splendid work that has bee': done 
during the last ten or fifteen years m con­
nection with the reduction of infantile mor­
tality in this State. I have read the report 
<J~ the director of infant welfare; and the 
figures disclosed in ihe table he J:~s pu~­
lished should be read by every mtlzen m 
the State. Thev show what has been 
achieved in the direction of reducing infan­
tile mortality in Queensland. We ~nd from 
this table that in the fi,·e-year penod from 
1909 to 1913 the infantile mortality was 67 
per 1,000 births, and that in the ~he-year 
period from 1924 to 1928 the mortality was 
reduced t<J 49.9 per 1,0CO. Last year, 1928, 
the figures show that Queensland was in a 
very fine positiotl as compared with the 
othel' States and other countries. The figures 
were 46.55 pm· 1,000. That reflects the 
splendid work that is being done by the 
Child Welfare Department. I feel sure that 
the Minister will insist on the carrying on 
of the good work which the previous Go­
vernment commenced. By so doing he will 
receive the thanks of every member of this 
party and of th" people throughout the 
State. 

I would like to make some reference also 
to the Eventide Home which has been 
established at Charters Towers. I had an 
opportunity of visiting this home a couple 
of weeks ago; and there is no doubt thai; 
tbe departure in this instance from the old 
method of housing and caring for the aged 
people in this State is a distinct improve­
ment. I noticed that the huts had water 
laid on, that little kitchen-gardens were pro­
vided for the old men inmates, and that 
double huts were available in which old 
couples could live together. Those ar<:' yery 
fine innovations, and I hope tho .Mnuster 
will f'l<:pedite the arrangements so that many 
old people can receive the benefits as won 
as possible. 

The HO~!E SECRETARY : My predecessor had 
some rule that the institution at Charters 
Towers would be available only for people 
from north of Townsville. That is the difli· 
culty. 

Mr. HY?\ES: I have worried both the 
hen. gentleman and his predc,~esso~ regard­
ing applications made by old residents of 
North Queensland who are to-day in Dun­
wich. It will be readily understood that 
those people are really discontented in 
Dunwich. In the first place, they do not 
have the liberty in Dunwich that they woulJ 
have at the new institution at Charters 
Towers; and, secondly, they have not the 
same opportunity of communing with friends 
and relatives by reason of the vast distance 
between them and the expense incurred in 
travelling from, North Queensland to Bris­
bane. I understood that it was the intention 
of the department to allow inmates of Dun­
wich who had a residence in North Queens­
land of fifteen years to have an opportunity 
of being transferred to the Eventide Home 
at Charters Towers, where there is accommo­
dation for 150 people, and I would ask the 
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Minister to carry out the promise made Ly 
his predecessor in that respect". 

I take this opportunity of voicing my pro­
test against the action of the Home Secretary 
in removing the Governn1ent representatives 
from the hospital board at Townsville. The 
hon. gentleman's action has caused a great 
dt'al of criticism of the Government, not only 
bv Labour supporters, but by well-known 
adherents of his own party. In Townsville 
we had the spectacle of three public-spirited 
men, who had given good service to the 
Townsville hospital and to the people of 
North Queensland generally, being replaced 
by well-known political partisans <Jf the hon. 
gentleman's party. 

Referring to the State Children Depart­
ment, I offer my congratulations to the direc· 
tor for the very comprehensive and exhaustive 
review of the work of his department during 
the past twenty years whic~ appears in tJ:e 
annual report recently pubhshed. It wouiJ 
be well if other administrators followed that 
excellent lead. The director c<Jmments on 
his suggestion of some years ago . for tJ:e 
establishment of a home for defective chll­
dren, which he points out is becoming more 
neceseary with the passage of time. He 
strhses the fact that at the present time 
there is a number of State children who 
might· be beneficially treated in such a hom.e, 
but who are associating with normal chil· 
dren to the detriment of the latter. I com­
mend the suggestion of the director that 
these defective children should .be segregated, 
and urge the Minister to take early acti?n 
in the matter. Of course, there were finanmal 
reasons why something was not done in the 
past, but I hope that steps will be taken to 
remedy the matter now. 

I would also like to make some reference 
to the orphanage vote. I notice that in 
recent years there has been a great redu_c­
tion in the number of children cared for m 
the Townsville orphanage: and to-day there 

are onlv twentv inmates iu that 
[3.30 p.m.] institution. I suppose the expense 

there is verv considerable, and 
it is mooted that the ii1etitution should be 
transferred to Charters Towers. I notice that 
the Director of State Children makes certain 
r• ference in his report to the hi1mane action 
or certain public bodies in Townsville who 
take the orphan children out for a. day's 
ho!idav. It is admitted that the Labour 
Council in Townsville at their annual festivi­
ties-that is. the commemoration of Labour 
Dav-have ;, committee who entertain these 
children and take them out into the country. 
They hold sports. run races, and gi_ve the 
children a good time generally. I thmk, as 
well '1S the Automobile Club and the Country 
\Yomen's Association mentioned in the re­
port, they are entitl~d t'? some credit for 
their thoughtfulness m thrs matter. 

I trust my reference to the Eventide Home 
at Charters Towers will be kept in mind by 
the Minister, and that as soon as possible 
there will be an opportunity of transferrmg 
some of the old men from Dunwwh who 
have been waiting patiently for some years 
for such a transfer. I have some friends 
down there, and they write to me almost 
m·ery mail asking if thev can be trl'[nsferred 
to Charters Towers; an cl I hope the Minis­
ter will see the humane side of it. These 
men cannot possibly by contented in the 
environment of Dunwich. and in comparison 
Charters Towers would be a perfect paradise 
to them. 
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Mrs. LOC'i"GMAN (Bulimba): The hon. 
member for Barcoo has said a good deal 
about the need for a pure milk supply. Such 
il'!deed is very necessary, and it surprises me 
very much that during the years the Labour 
Party were in office nothing was done in 
this connection. The people have been aware 
that it is necessary. Medical men, nurses, 
mothers, and the general public have been 
asking for it continually. Mention was made 
of the fact that milk is adulterated between 
the dairy and the consumer. The way out 
of that difficult:: may lie in a sealed con­
tainer. In more advanced countries than our 
own this is done, and I think it could be 
done here without a very great deal of extra 
expense, and the value of such a system 
would be inestimable. 

Mention has been made this afternoon of 
th0 baby clinics. We all realise that the 
institution of baby clinics has done a very 
great deal for child iife in the State; but 
we are rather inclined to pride ourselves 
overmuch, and to say that this is the very 
best system that has ever been in existence 
in any part of the world. Of course, similar 
thin,gs are being done elsewhere· and 
although we ar~ doing a very gre~t deal: 
we have to reahse that we still need to do 
more. We arc very fortunate indeed in the 
officials controlling child welfare. At nre­
sent Dr. J efferis Turner, of the Infant Wel­
fare Department, ·is doing excellent work 
bo~h for the mothers and the babies. We 
pr1<;Jo ou;se!ves ve!y much on our low rate 
of mfanble morta!Jtv, but it is not yet quite 
as low as it is in New Zealand. Our infan­
tile mortality for the last two years was-

1927 54.5 per 1,000 births. 
1928 45.5 per 1,000 births. 

whereas in New Zealand last vear it was 
38.7 per 1,000. We know this" is .a very 
va;iabl~ thing. Some years, owmg to 
epidemics, the rate is much higher than in 
others. There was a decrease for the last 
sn years from 1922; and I find that in 
Queccnsland the average death rate among 
mfants '~as 51 per 1,000-not quite as low as 
th.at of New ~ealand, but we are hoping for 
st11l furthcJ" tmprov'lment. If it w.ere not 
for our glorious sunshine, we n1:ight not have 
such good results as we have. 

Dr. Turner in that very fine report of 
hw recommends a further extension of the 
baby clinice. He suggests that, in addition 
to the centres where clinics are now in 
existence, we mig·ht have around each cen­
tral clinic branch clinics perhaps of one 
or two rooms where a nurse mia-ht 
attend one or two days a week and see the 
mothers of that particular district. 'I'hat 
would be an excellent thing, and it would be 
a ver:'( .cheap way of extending the work in 
our c1bes. 

Then in the country district< Dr. Turner 
recommends that we might haYe a babv 
clipic travelling car, and that woould, t 
thmk, be a most excellent idea. \Ve have 
to remember that in some of the other 
cities of Australia public clinics are beinoo 
conducted though not altogether by the State 7 
but they are well cond noted and are doing 
very fine work, pe~rticularly in New Zealand 
and South Australia. Dr. Tumer mentions 
that there is one respect in which he would 
like to &ee the law altered and that is with 
regan~ to notification of birth. At present 
there IS no law for the notification of legiti­
mate births in Queensland, but registration 
must be effected within sixty days of birth. 

Dr. Turner points out that, when nurses 
become aware of new babies in the com­
munity, they immediately visit them; but 
it is rather late, and very often when they 
do see them they find them s•1ffering from 
the mothers' want of knowledge, and 
it is very difficult to rectify the results 
o£ these early errors. I think it would be 
a good thing if that law could be awended 
so that we could have earlv notification. 

I also want to speak about mental defi­
ciency. We have said much about it recently 
in this Assembly in regard to the State 
schools; but it is. a very b~g question. 
Looking through the different reports which 
haYe come befor8 us of late, I s<>e that 
mention is continually made of difficulties 
in regard to the subnormal children in our 
midst. I notice that Dr. St. Vincent Welch 
pointed that out in his report, and that th0 
Director c,f the State Childr••n Department 
said-

" In 1910 I suggested the establishment 
of a home for defective children. The 
necessity for such an institution is becom­
ing more acute. At the present time 
there are a number of State children 
that might be beneficially treated in 
such a home who are associating with 
normal children, to the detriment of the 
latter. Some denominational institu­
tions have recently refused to accept 
any more defective children as inmates." 

Then in the report of the Under Secretary 
in connection with Dunwich I notice the 
same thing-

" There we have a fair number oi 
younger women-epileptics and mental 
defectives-who are a constant source of 
trouble," 

and so on. Throughout the reporte of the 
different institutions we find that we are up 
against the same diffi.culty, and it is time that 
something was done to remedy it. In 1923 
the National Conncil of 'Vomen in this State, 
together with the British :Yiedical Association, 
the Health Association, and the Teachers' 
-union, 'vaitcd on the then IIorne Secretary, 
the hon. member for Mount Mm·gan, and 
asked him to introduce a measure de»ling 
with the question of mental defcctiyes. 
That deputation was received sympa­
theticallv. I haYe a note of the pro­
ceedings- taken at the time, and it shows 
that the deputation was favourably received 
and that the Home Secretary promised . to 
obtain a copy of the Tasmanian Act, whtch 
was the onlv one in force in Austra!iao and 
undertook that the matter would receive 
attention. Things went on thus till 1925. 
two years later, when, no answer having 
been received from the Home Secretary, ao 
letter was written asking for a reply. VVc 
got no reply, and we concluded that the 
matter was still receiving consideration n· 
that it had been shelved. This is a most 
important que,,tion. As a matter of fact, I 
think it is one of the most impol'tant ques­
tions facing our State. The only State in 
the Commonwealth that has an Act dealing 
with this question is Tasmania, and it seems 
to be a very good one. At present Western 
Australia, Victoria, and New South Wales 
are considering the introduction of similar 
Acts. In New Zealand last year an 
effort was made to deal with the question 
thoroughly. The Bill that was introduced 
was very much mutilated, but it was pas?ed. 
The trouble there was that many reactiOn­
aries were against the introduction of certain 
clauses, amongst which was a provision that, 
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before persons could marry and reproduce 
their kind. thev must have certificates that 
they were· mentally normal. That, I think. 
is a very essential thing. It is undoubted 
that we have in our midst numbers of persons 
who are sub-normal mentally who are repro­
ducing their kind, and, although it is not 
suggested that every person of sub-normal 
mentality is likely to reproduce some form 
of mental deficiency, there is, nevertheless, 
'orne danger of it; and there is no reason 
whv some measure of control should not be 
int~oduced. Those who have followed the 
matter closely have produced ample evidence 
that the marriage of sub-normal persons has 
frequently resulted in mentally deficient 
children. I would remind hon. members of 
the well-known Jukes and Ka!likat families. 
In one case a man married a woman of feeble 
mind, and it was found that amongst their 
descendants "as a great number of mental 
deficients. of criminals. of prostitutes. and of 
people of very low mentality, and that tho,· 
put the country to considerable e'<.pcnse in 
caring for them. It is unquestionable that 
we want to prevent that sort of thing. \Ve 
in Queensland are far behind many other 
parts of the world in this reccpect. ' Major 
Leonard Darwin. president of the Eugenics 
Society of Great Britain. has said that reli­
able estimates show that of every 1,000 
persons behYeen four and five may be 
described as feeble-minded, imbecile, or 
idiots. It is time that we had in Queensland 
some legislation dealing adequately with the 
problem. At any rate, the time is over­
due when we should investigate it very 
thoroughlly. 

Allied with this question is that of the 
juvenile offenders in our courts. It is a 
well-kno"·n fact that there is a very close 
:onn~ction be~ween low mentality and crime. 
I nohce that In the report of the Director of 
State ChildrPn, Colonel Ferguson this 
matter is touched upon- · ' 

"In present conditions the juvenile 
offender cannot be kept cntirelv apart 
from the ~riminal class: it is in;possible 
to help hnn to any extent when he is 
confined within prison walls, and in such 
undesirable associations. 

" If there were a separate prison. or 
a port_ion of a prison reserve, set a part 
for pnsoners of the ages of seventeen to 
twenty-five on a first conviction for a 
crime, other than that of violence I 
think beneficial results could ' be 
expected." 

In England, where they do not P'ride them­
selves overmuch on their social work 
and on the wonderful thinrrs thev are doinrr 
!o help the community, the ~Borstal svstcm i~ 
m force. It was introduced in 1902 ·~nd has 
d'?ne ex.cel_lent work among young children 
w1th crJmmal tendencies. That institution 
was introduced in New Zealand in 1924. and 
is doing good reform work. Xo alteration 
whatever has been made here in connection 
with children's courts. The matter has been 
discns<ed by social workers and by the depart­
ment, but so fn r nothing has boon done. I 
Bhould hko to see some alteration made in 
connection with the nlaces in which 
children's courts are held·. On this matter 
i:he Director of the State Children Depart­
ment says, in his annual report-

" These courts a're usuallv held in the 
private room of the presiding polico 
magistrate. At times the children have 
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been delayed for a considerable period 
waiting for the sitting of the court and 
I still maintain thu.t the em·ironme;.,t of 
a police court is not a suitable place for 
children who must await the sitting of 
the court." 

I now wish to introduce the .ubject of 
women police. I am a fervent adyoca te for 
the nppointment of won1en poFce, bP( t\use 
I know the excellent work thev h;we done in 
other States and in other cou;,i ries. During 
the war South Australi.1. lntroduct~d wmnen 
police. and directly afi<'r tho armistice was 
signed the CommissionN of Police in that 
State doubled the numb"r of women police 
because he kmew that the work thev had 
done was invaluable. The superintendPnt 
of the South Australian women police, Miss 
Kate Cox, is doing splendid v:ork in that 
State amongst 1,\'0men. gi,rls, and children. 
In that State they had not to fig·ht for 
recognition as thev have had to do in "Dn1f~ 
of th,, older countries of the world. Xothing 
has been done in Queensland, the extent 
of the activity being confined to discw;sions 
bY so<eial workers and others. South Aus­
tralia can boast the first \Yomen Police 
Department officially formed. and subject to 
the direct control of the Commissioner of 
Police. The women police are sworn in, 
h:we full powers, work the same 
hours as the male police. and arc called 
upon to carry out the same duties, 'uch 
duties being confined to women and girls. 
The:' search women and girls and take 
eYidence in all cases of child murder, con­
cealment of birth. and attend to minors in 
court. In some of the other States-in fact, 
in nearlv all the other States of Australia­
womcn ·have to tell their sordid sturies to 
men. \Yhile I do not for a moment sav that 
our police are not a very fine body of inen­
I ha vo seen them from time to time taking 
the f'T<'a test care of women who have been 
unfortunate and have fallen on 0vil davs, 
and I have respected and admired them fo; it 
-still we all know that it is a wom11.n's place 
t-o care for women in :=>-uch circumsta.ncos. 
Women police can be found in Glas~ow, 
'vhere evidence of offences again~t cl1ildren 
is heard by the women police. They ques­
tion child-ren. who are not "llnw<>d into 
court at all. The women no lice blm the evi­
dence and nrcsent it to the court. Victoria 
can -boast of eight women police: New South 
Wales has won1en nolice ~ and cyerv1.vhen~ 
theY are doing excellent work. In Eno:land 
in 1922 the number of women police w'ts 
reduced from 112 to 24 as a nwasurc of 
economv-which was a g-reat pity-but a gain 
in 1924 the Home Secreta!·-, decided to 
increase the number of metro))olitan women 
police to fifty. 

'Yhen thi announcement was made in the 
Home of Commons, it was greeter] with 
cheers. because the members realised what 
useful work was being done by the women 
police. It ha~ been considered that teachers 
would make excellent policewomen, also 
~ocial \Vorkers who have not hPeT1 too Jong 
in one groove. I hope that it will be no"ible 
to introduce this svstem in Queensland before 
long. " 

I consider the Home Depflrtment to he 
a most colossal department. I hope that 
some dav it will be possible to subdivide 
it. and that. as a result, we shall have a 
Ministry of Health which will deal exclu­
sively with health matters. 
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Mr. MAXWELL (1'oo1cong): I sympa­
thise with the hon. gentleman in charge of 
this department, as I have always sympa­
thised with the Home Secretary, because I 
appreciate .the difficulties which confront 
hon. gentlemen holding that position. It is 
undoubtedly a department where sympathy 
i" aboolutely essential. The department deals 
with measures for the distribution of out­
door relief, and in a grr at many instance-; 
applicants are objected to. It is then that 
fault~ are found with the administration. 
I have had several instances of such com­
plaint<; but, on going into the matter with 
the Under Secretary or the officers in charge 
o£ the case, I have found in practically every 
case that the attitude taken up by the 
Minister and his officials was perfectly justi­
fted. 

I particularly rose to take part in this 
debate because of the remarks made bv the 
hon. member for Townsvillo in respect to 
the elimination of certain Government repre­
sentatives on hospital boards. I have listened 
to hon. members opposite taking exception 
tn and finding fault with the Government in 
removing certain members from various hos­
pital boards ; but I would like to ask those 
hon. members how a man whose views are 
cli~metricall;;· opposed to those of the 
Government can be looked upon as a man 
who will represent the views of the Govern­
rnent. 

Mr. HYNES: The people of Townsville 
returned members of this party to Parlia­
ment. 

Mr. MAX\YELL: It is somewhat late 
in the day to hear hon. members opposite 
complaining of this action of the Govern­
ment. I intend to give them a little ancient 
history. During the period when Mr. Jus-
-~-: ........ TI-...r...-...-.n....-.. .. unn i\,.,,.,;,.,.j....,. ....... .j... TJ....,.~,... Cl~..,.~.-.-1-~~~ 
1.<~~'-' .LJ.LL~.l.UU.Ll HU.~ .i.~O;:).l,;:)l!U,.UL .J..lV.ll.lV UG< J.VLU.I.:J 

and the hon. member for MQtmt Morgan 
was Home Secretary, they deliberately 
icmorcd the unanimous representation of the 
Moggill Shire Council, and absolutely refused 
to appoint the men selected by that council 
to the vacancies which then occurred on that 
body, but, instead, they appointed men of 
pronounced Labour views and even selected 
nne man who liYed at Red Hill; therefore, 
it is ridiculous to hear hon. members 
opposite complain of this Government 
f'lccting as Government. representatives 
to hospital boards men who represent their 
political Yicws. I do not suppose they did 
th~t! At anv rate, we have proof that in 
other instances they have appointed men with 
pronounced Labour views to positions on 
lr>ca l authorities. 

The hon. member for Warrego, referring 
tC> local authority work, stressed the posit,ion 
of the city of Brisbane. It is most extra­
ordinary to find such a diversity of opinion 
on the part of hon. members opposite. When 
it is likelv to as·,ist the Labour Partv to 
g-ain control in the municipal arena, we baYe 
hor1. members opposite saying that Brisbane 
is the cleanest and healthiest city in the 
Commonwealth, and that it can boast of the 
lowest mortality of any city in Australia; 
. cl to-day we find the hon. member for 
Warrego criticisin11: the methods adopted by 
the Brisbane City Council, the inference being 
tlnt the method of removing garbage was a 
danger to the health of the community. 

Mr. FOLEY : So it is. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member does 
not know what he is talking about. If it 
wpro so, how does it come that the Commis-

sioner of Public Health does not take action? 
\Vhen we were in opposition, hon. members 
opposite twitted those of us who were 
a> .• ociated with local government work be­
cnuse a health officer had not been appointed. 
Now, however, a health officer is available; 
but, apart from that, I challenge any hon. 
member opposite to say that Brisbane is a 
dirty city. No! "\.s we all know, Brisbane 
is practically the cleanest city in the Com­
monwealth. \Ve need only consider the con­
ditiofl9 that obtain in Sydney to realise that, 
because there one has only to go down some 
of the main streets to view the rubbish tins 
placed in the doorways, and the stench is such 
that a pocket handkerchief well sprinkled 
with scent is a convenience. if not an abso­
lute necessity. Here in Brisbane, however, 
our system is most up to date, and an 
efficient incinerator makes short work of 
garbage. 

It is difficult to reconcile the sbctemcnts 
of hon. members opposite. Take, for 
example, the statement by the hon. mem­
ber for Warrego that the Town Hall in 
Brisbane is a long way ahead of its time,. I 
remember when hon. members opposite stated 
that the Town Hall should have been built 
long ago. but that they also said, owing 
to the politics of Mr. Wilson. M.L.A. for 
Fortitude Valley, who was then mayor of 
the city, they had prevented its being built, 
at which time it could have been built much 
more cheap],: than at present. The argument 
of the hon. member for vVarrego is on a par 
with others that have been used bv his 
colleagues. ~ 

I congratulate the Minister in cherge of 
the department. In the hon. member for 
Xormanby we have a man who is sym­
pathetic, and who will do his best to assist 
in C'VPry possihlP way_ Further, we have a 
Government in power who will be prepared 
to back up the Home Secretary in measures 
for the rdief of suffering humanity. 
GoVERN~IENT ME:>IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAXWELL: When the time arrives 
for the Government again to appeal to the 
country, I venture to say that it will be said 
that they have done better than was antici­
pated. 

Mr DU~LOP (Rockhampton): I rise to 
speak particularly about the Under Secretary 
of this department; but before doing- so I 
congratulate the Home Secretary-a Central 
Queensland representative-on his appoint­
ment to that important portfolio. The hon. 
gentleman has been in Parliament for some 
;-;ears, and I only hope that he will follow 
iP the footsteps of his predoceosor, the hon. 
member for Mount Morgan. who has done 
v onderfully good work, and whose name, as 
I said at a civic reception to him in Rock­
hampton, is on record for all time. 

Although I congratulate the Home Secre­
tary, I regret that I am forced by the Home 
Secretary himself to take advantage of the 
privileges of this House to ventilnte a griev-

ance. I wanted to do the right 
[4 p.m.] thing outside in ccnnection with 

the Home Secretary, but. as 
Mayor of Rockhampton and afterwards as 
the hon. member for Rockhampton, I am 
net going to tolerate any Unc1er Secretary 
trying to disparage me; and this is the 
fJlace to let those on the Treasury bench 
know how some of their Under Secretaries 
carry on. There are Under s~>cretaries and 
Under Secretaries. I, as Mayor and tho 
chief citizen of Rookhampton, am the last 

Mr. Dunlop.j 
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one who should have been insulted; there­
fore, I propose to read the correspondence 
that has passed between me -and the Home 
Secretary and his Under Secretary, and 
make a few general observations !hereon. 
On 14th June I wrote to the Home Secre­
tary as follows :-

" Rockhampton, 
" 14!h June, 1929. 

" The Hon. The Home Secretary 
"(Mr. James Peterson, M.L.A.), 

'· Brisbane. 
"Dear Sir,-
" _I have had it brought under my 

n?~ICe by a prominent Rockhampton 
mt1zen that Mr. W. J. Gall who I am 
led to believe, occupies the' position of 
Under _Secretary for Home Affairs. was 
m receipt of £1,000 per annum for. such 
position, and that when a Mr. Peirson 
had to give up the position as Comp­
troller-General he, Mr. Gall, took t)lis 
pos~tiOn over as weli, and for doing the 
d:'ties of the position Mr. Peirson occu­
pied he also gets another £300. I shall 
!>e _gla_d ~o know if this is a fact, and if 
It IS, It Is a rotten state of affairs and 
should be immediately remedied and a 
procedur~ which I am strongly 'adverse 
to, and If true, will have somethino- to 
say on the floor of the House. 'Nil! "vou 
please investigate and let me know ·the 
result. 

" With kind regards 
"Yours f~ithfully 

" (Signe~) THOS. A. DuN~OP, 
Member for Rockhampton." 

Under cover of a letter from the Home Sec­
retary dated 24th June, I received a minute 
from Mr. Gall. I shall read the Home Sec­
reta~y's ?over note Jirst as the authoritv for 
sendtpg It on; and I blame the Home' Sec­
ret~ry for sendir1g it.. He must have agreed 
to It, and he must either uphold his Under 
Secretary or uphold myself, and this is the 
place to settle It. So far as I am concerned 
there is no ill-feeling between the hon. gentle: 
man and me. This is the Home Secretary's 
note--

"Home Secretary':; Office 
" " Brisbarw, 24th June, l929. 

Dear Mr. Dunlop,-
" I ':111 in receipt of your letter of the 

14t~ mstant, wherein you complain 
agamst the Under Secretary of the Home 
Department acting as Comptroller of tho 
Pnsons of Queer:sland. I am afraid you 
have wade a m1staku in torrr"ing this a 
' rotten state of affain,' because from 
my own knowledge I know that Mr. 
Gall has done very fine work in charae 
of the prisons. ' ' " 

. " I have submitted yom· complaint to 
htm, and J am enclosmrr a copv of his 
reply to myself for your"' perusaL 

"Yours faithfully 
" (Signed) J·. C. l'ETER~O)!. 

"T. ,\. Dunlop, Esq., M.L.A., 
" ::\1:tyor of Rockhampton 

" Town Hall, ' 
"Rockhampton." 

Now here is the bomb which he thought he 
would put over we as :Mayor of Rockhamp­
ton, and I now throw it 'back in the teeth 
of the Home Secretary-

,:,JiiiE:IlO. T~ HOME SECRET.\RY. 

. rhe practice of new merr,bcrs attack­
mg members of the public service on 
the floor of the House, where they have 

[Mr. Dunl,op. 

no opportunity of a personal reply, is 
all too common, and I am pleased to 
have the opportunity to reply in this 
case. 

"In 1he first place, I do not get £30() 
a year, and Mr. Dunlop could easily have 
ascertained that if he had taken the 
trouble to look up the Estimates in 
Chief. 

" I was asked to take over the posi­
tion, and was promised £250 per annum 
to do so. I took it over on the distinct 
understanding that I was not benefiting 
at the expense of Peirson, who held the 
dual position of Comptroller-General of 
Prisons and Sllpcrintendent, Brisbane 
Prison, at the time. He is ree0iving r,ow 
as Superintendent, Brisbane Prison, 
what he got as Comptroller and 
Superintendent before. He is under no 
monetary disability by the change. 

"'rhe prison was in an absolute state 
of disorganisation when I took it over. 
There was an outbreak in one of the 
shops soon after; prisoners attacked the 
war-der. and refllsed to work. I settled 
that trouble in a couple of days, and 
there has been no similar trouble since. 
There was no discipline when I took it 
over; there i" some now, and there will 
be more before I have done with the job. 

" I gathered together regulations v_nd 
general orders of this and other States. 
took what I considered best in each, and 
added others which I thought were 
necessary and helpful in connection with 
our prisons administration, and then 
framed a new set of regulations for our 
prisons. This, of course, was dono aft0r 
hours, and chiefly on Sundo,y afternoons 
in my office. The new regulations were 
promulgated, and I am satisfied that 
they are as up-to-date as any in the Com­
monwealth. In reorganisation of staff, I 
did without two clerks and a messenger. 
The extra amount paid to me really 
cost the Government nothing. They 
refused afterwards to give me the 
amount promised; ihey allmved me £100 
a year, and I made no complaint. 

" There is a difference between my 
ca<e and t1at of Mr. Dunlop's, inasmuch 
as I did not seek t!1e position, but was 
asked to take it over becausP it 'Nas con­
sidered that I was the officer able and 
willing to stmighten out the r•osition. 
l\lr. Dunlop, however, sought the posi­
tions of n1avor and a n:.embcr of Parlia­
ment. For. the former, I believe, he 
receives payment; for the latter he will 
probably get £500 a year . 

" I think it will readily be a-dmitted 
that tho work I am doing in the posi­
tion is worth the extra £100 a year, and 
in the circumstances it seems to me that 
it ill becomes this gentleman, who also 
holds a dual position, to look for the 
mote in my eye and to forget the beam 
in his own. If I were an ill-natured 
person, I might also sugg·est that his duo] 
position also discloses a rotten state of 
affairs which should be immediately 
remedied, and it even might be forgiv­
able if I so far forgot my dignity as to 
suggest that, whilst I have proved my 
worth in rny position, he has yet to do 
so in his. That, however, would be such 
a departure from the usual amenities 
which are observed in official correspon­
dence that I refrain from doing so. 
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" Personally, I do not care whether 
I retain the position of Comptroller­
General of Prisons or not, but while I 
do so I shall not bother about Mr. 
Dunlop's opinion, not even if he voices 
it on the floor of the House. I hope he 
will be informed to this effect, and that, 
when dealing with my case on the floor 
of the House. he will also deal with his 
own and all similar cases. 

"W.G. 
"24-6-1929." 

As mayor and chief citizen of Rockhamp­
ton, the dignity of my position is not 
respected by this particular Under Secretary. 
This is my reply-and rightly so, too-as he 
was insulting the citizens of Rockhampton 
besides myself-

" Rockhampton, 
" 29th June, 1929. 

" The Hon. the Home Secretary 
"(Mr. James Peterson, M.L.A.), 

"Brisbane. 
" Dear Sir,-I am in receipt of your 

lett"er of the 24th instant, attaching 
thereto a copy of Mr. Gall's reply to 
you and which yoll. have sent on to me 
for perusal. I received your communica­
tion in a very busy period of carnival 
week, and hurriodlv read the covering 
letter to the attached copy of letter 
alluded to above, and did not at that· 
particular moment think it was your own 
signature to such letter but someone 
else's, and it is a ' staggerer' to me to 
think that, as the newly appointed Home 
.Secretary, you tolerated such a scur­
rilously worded letter going out from a 
subordinate officer to vour worthy self. 
I wish to say from the very outset before 
placing before you in no unmistakable 
manner my views regarding this ' won­
derful ' Mr. Gall ( ?) that I in no shape 
or form said anyt·hing about this officer's 
ability or otherwise, but I haye no hP,i­
tation in saying that I now judge him 
in accordance with the tone of his com­
munication, and I am most anxious to 
know whether you endorse such state­
ments of his as regards myself, and if 
you do, then I am more than astonished 
aft'er all you have been saying regarding 
me whilst in Rockhampton during 
carnival week. 

"Now let me deal briefly with this 
' czaristic ' toned letter of this grca t ' I 
am '-Mr. Gall. As a now member of 
Parliament I am out to give every public 
servant a 'square go'- so much so that 
on the hustings I stated I stand for 
' full civil rights to all public and other 
Government servants ' at election or any 
other time so long as they ' do not 
attempt in any shape or form to abuse 
their superior officers.' What has Mr. 
Gall got to say to this? As regards the 
second paragraph of Mr. Gall' a letter 
pointing o~t that he does not get £300 a 
yea_r extra and thay 'Mr. Dunlop could 
easily have ascertamcd that if he had 
taken the trouble to look up the Esti­
mate•.-in-Chief.' I only went by the 
very well-known citizen who furnished 
me with the information, and I am 
honest enough and man enough to accept 
what Mr. Gall says; but even then my 
informant was only £50 out that what 
was ' promised to him ' was allowed him 
as mentioned in the opening SPntence of 
the third paragraph of his reply to you, 

when he says, ' I was asked to take over 
the position, and was promised £250 per 
annum to do so,' and if such a promise 
was made why wasn't it carried out, and 
why didn't such an officer ' have the 
courage' to see that he got it? Mr. 
Gall's fourth paragraph reads too much 
of the ' I am ' for my liking, and leads 
one to believe that he thinks, in my 
opinion, as if he were one of those officers 
who imagines 'he cannot be done with­
out.' The contents of the fifth paragraph 
are some more of the ' I am' stuff. 

" Regarding the following paragraph 
of Mr. Gall's :-

' There is a difference between my 
case and that of Mr. Dunlop's, inas­
mll,ch as I did not seek the position, 
but was asked to take it over because 
it was considered that I was the officer 
able and willing to straighten out the 
position. Mr. Dunlop, however, sought 
the position of mayor and member of 
Parliament. For the former, I believe, 
he receives payment; for the latter he 
will probably get £500 a year.' 
"Just to show this wonderful (?) Mr. 

Gall he does not know what he is talking 
about, and that the same ' Mr. Dunlop ' 
is highly respected in Greate·r -Rock­
hampton: When I first stood for nmni­
cipal honours with ten other Labour 
candidates, and that, too, by being 
approached by several citizens, he was 
the only Labour candid~tte returned; I 
served three years in ' this lonely 
capacity '; in Ap·ril, 1927, and again by 
special request of several citizens here, I 
this time led the Labour team, and, 
besides carrying four other Labour can­
didates in with me, I also topped the 
poll, and thereby became mayor by a 
vote of the whole of the eligible ele-ctors 
of Greater Rockhampton, and I might 
also mention (as stated aboYe) when I 
frrst stood for municipal honours I came 
second out of thirtv odd candidates. I 
w::mder if this 'Great I am, MI·. Gall,' 
has ever had the same honour of being 
held in the same esteem b-r the electors 
here? And again to ' gall' your Mr. 
Gall, I have just recently, as you well 
know, performed something unequalled 
in the whole of Queensland-been elected 
as ' an Independent candidate' for ono 
of the strongest Labour strongholds in 
Queensland, and I was specially asked 
again to stand for legislative honours 
and it must be ' galling' now to Mr. 
Gall to know that I wa~ returned by a 
w:mderful majority, and that, too, 'on my 
own ' without the assistance of any com­
mittee whatsoever. Kindly tell your 
' impertinent ' Mr _ Gall that for the 
mayorship I get an ' allowance ' of 
£500, and I ha;.e had to spend a large 
portion of it in holding such a re>pon­
sible position and keep self, wife, and 
five children on the balance. Mr. Gall 
has been in the public service for many 
years, and he makes the stupid state­
ment that ' for the latter position he will 
probably get £500 a year ' (meaning 
member of Parliament), whereas his 
common sense ought to have told him 
' if he himself had taken the trouble to 
look up the Estimates in Chief ' that a 
member of Parliament gets £750 a year, 
and I am man enough to say that I 
have so far received two such payments, 

M1._ Dnnlop.] 
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and that through no fault of mine, and 
again I offer no apology whatsoever for 
having accepted same, as I darn-well 
earned it, and Mr. Gall ought also to 
know that the £500 salary cannot oper­
ate till Parliament passes a new Bill to 
that effect, and whi0h Bill I intend to 
support as per the statements I expounded 
at election time, going to p·rove conclu­
sively that ' I am not a shark for money,' 
but that I am imbued with &bsoluto 
honesty of purpose seeing that the late 
Government had no right to raise their 
o.vn salaries £250 after refusing the 
basic wage to the worker. Again, if Mr. 
Gall reads the newspapers at all, he 
would easily have found out the prin­
ciples I stood for, and which now leads 
me to reply to his insulting ' par seven.' 
Mr. Gall states: ' I think it will •readily 
be admitted that the work I am doing 
in the position is worth the extra £100 
a year, and in the circumstances it seems 
to me that it ill becomes this gentleman, 
who holds a dual position, to look for the 
mote in my eye, and to forget the beam 
in his own. If I were an ill-natured 
person, I might also suggest that his dual 
position discloses a rotten state of affairs 
which should be immediately remedied, 
and it eYen might be forgivable if I so 
far forgot my dignity as to suggest that, 
whilst I have proved my worth in my 
position, he has yet to do so in his. 
That, however, would be such a depar­
ture from the usual amenities which are 
obsen·ed in official correspondence that I 
refrain from doing so. 

" Let me say right hero, in a most 
determined manner, if Mr. Gall has been 
in the habit of putting such damnable 
sarcasm over members of his staff, I, 
whilst I remain a member of Pa·rliament, 
will not tolerate an ' under-strapper ' 
like him attempting to put it over me, 
and I am more than surprised that you, 
•s our worthy Home Secretary, counten­
nnce such impertinent stuff to a well­
respected person like mysdf as chief 
citizf'n of this town, and now member 
for Rockhampton. I say again, as you 
yourself well know, I stand fm the prin­
ciple of one-man-one-job, which I stated 
before I was elected that I would fulfil 
before Parliament met, and I intend to 
carry it out to tha letter, and everyone 
knows here that it was to be during the 
course of July. Kindly tell Mr. Gall to 
now ' get the mote out of his cve.' Tell 
him also I have 'more than proved my 
worth in this my native city,' otherwise 
the people would not have put me where 
they have done. If ever I beeome a 
Minister, you can rest assured, tell him, 
I would not allow an 'under-strapper ' 
sending out such an insulting communi­
cation to me, but that I ' would put him 
in his rightful place.' Kindly also tell 
him, as per his remarks in his last par, 
I will see that he will for the future 
'take some notice of Mr. Dunlop ' when 
I get up to speak on the floor of the 
House, and that I will not be afraid to 
deal with his tone of letter. deal with 
my own honourable case, and all other 
cases too." 

which I have done ! 
"·will you please also ask Mr. Gall if 

it is a fact that when a new position of 
deputy superintendent had to be 

[Mr. Dnnlop. 

appointed he had to get a person outside 
the State of Queensland to fill such posi­
tion? Does he think there is no one with 
sufficient brains in Queensland to fill posi­
tions in his department? " 

" In conclusion, I shall esteem it a 
favour if vou will let me know from 
what vou have known of me all the'e 
years 'if you yourself personally agree 
with Mr. Gall's scurrilous remarks 
towards me; if you do, then you are 
not the 8ame Hon. Jamos Peterson that 
was up here during carnival 'veek, and 
when you spoke quite sincerely I thought 
what you thought about me. There has 
been too much of this 'cheek' going 
out by some of these ' under-strappers,' 
and I will be one who will attempt to 
stop it when I get down to Parliament. 

" Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) TH03JAS A. DuNLOP, 

" J\1ember for Rockhampton." 
I sent a reminder on 25th July, 1929, a~king 
for a reply, and on 27th July I got the 
following reply:-

" Thomas Dunlop, Esq., M.L.A., 
" J ones street, off J ardine btreet, 

" Rockhampton. 
"Dear Mr. Dunlop,-I have to 

acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
25th instant wherein you complain that 
I had not answered the letter you wrote 
me, dated 29th June. 

" I yiew the letter you wrote me, 
dated 29th June, as being purely n per­
sonal matter between yourself and Mr. 
Gall, and therefore not calling for a 
reply from me. 

" Anv difference between yourself and 
Mr. Gall can be ventilated on the floor 
of the House at the time when Mr. 
Gall's salary is under consideration-that 
is, the debate on the Estimates. 

" I shall bo pleased to sec you on your 
next visit to Brisbane. 

" Kind regards, 
''Yours faithfully, 

"(Signed) J. C. PETERSON." 
Mr. KELSO : What are you driving at? 

Mr. DuNLOP: I am quite capable of 
handling my own case, and I want no assist­
ance from anybody. 

I, as l\fayor of Rockhampton, wrote to the 
Home Secretary conveying certain infonna­
tion supplied by a reverend gentleman who 
took a great interest in prison work in Rock­
hampton. I say right here that I blame the 
Home Secretary more than I blame Mr. Gall. 
The Home Secretary must be working in 
unison with the Under Secretary when he 
allows him to send out a document like that. 
I remember the Secretary for Mines stating 
in this Chamber by way of interjection that 
the Public Service Commissioner, Mr. Story, 
would not run him, but apparently 
Mr. Gall IS allowed to run the Home 
Secretarv. I take strong exception to 
that position. I do not know why 
the Homo Secretary did not answer me. So 
far as I am concerned, the Home Secretary 
upholds the Under Secretary, and appar­
ently he has some whisperers. Do not run 
away with the idea that a certain position 
exists. It makes not the slighte, t difference 
to me whether certain a ldormen differed 
from me or not. After the meeting was over, 
that was the end of the matter. I hope 
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that the Home Secretary will deal with the 
matter on the floor of this Chamber, and 
that he will not "back and fill " so far as 
I am concerned. If there is a czar in the 
police force to-day, it is he. He might 
be a capable officer-which I understand he 
is-and I give credit where credit is due 
even to my most bitter opponent, whether 
inside this Chamber or out. Still he occu­
pies the position I have stated. No matter 
what takes place here, bitter though it may 
be for the Home Secretary, so far as I am 
concerned, he can take me outside and, with 
:Mr. Gall as chairman, we can have a cup of 
tea. However, that IS by the way. I want 
an answer on the floor of this Chamber, 
otherwise I intend to defend myself on the 
point outside this Chamber, and stand or 
fall on it. When the Director of Education 
was in Rockhampton he pointed out to the 
boys and girls that, if they wished to get 
0!1 in their profession, they must have man­
ners, and that they must know how to speak, 
and so forth. I have judged this man by 
the tone of his correspondence. Do hon. 
members mean to tell me that any Minister 
would tolerate a letter like that being 
forwarded to him' Apparently the Home 
Secretary wa.s frightened of Mr. Gall, >1nd 
allowed it to go out. I take it that he 
upholds the Under Secretary and agrees with 
him. I hope that this will be a moml lesson. 
Mr. Gall should not get the idea that he 
cannot be done without. vVhen sixteen vears 
of age I was taught two things by my father, 
and I want this to soak into Mr. Gall and 
anyone else of a similar calibre. I was 
tcught never to forget that I could be done 
without, and that one's best friend is his 
pocket, and when his last shilling loaves 
him his best friend has left him. No truer 
shtements could ever be made. 

I shall have something to say on some of 
the vat~< for the sub-departments, especially 
'''1 the very important subject expounded by 
the hon. member for Bulimba. Many 
Governments of to-day, including that of 
Queensland, have shown a weak-kneedne's 
in relation to infantile life and the dealing 
with imbeciles that requires attention. It 
io never too late to mend, and when this 
particular vote is moved I intend to speak 
in unmistakable terms on what I consider 
the existing rotten state of affairs. 

Dr. KERWIN (Jferthyr): When one finds 
such an important department like the 
Health Department-and coupled with the 
Health Department is the management of 
t,he hospitals throughout Queensland-still 
being administered as a side department of 
the Home Secretary's Department, one can­
not heln criticising the inadequate system 
which h·as <>xistecl in Queensland for the last 
twenty or twenty-five years for the dealing 
with health matters. One must admit that 
it is absolutely impossible for a busy man 
like the Home Secretary to devote the atten­
tion that he should to such an important 
question. I would like to pay a special 
compliment to the Commissioner of Public 
Health and his staff for the way in which 
the:· are discharging their duties. When the 
Yote that is allowed to the Commissioner 
for the carrying out of the health activities 
i< considered-namely, a paltry £25,000-in 
comparison with the vote that is allowed for 
what are for the most part useless scholar­
ships in the Department of Public Instruc­
tion, what hope has any department of 
properly carrying out activities that should 
be carried out by an up-to-elate Health 

Department? I am not blaming the Home 
Secretary for this. He has simply followed 
on the line' pursued in the past; but I 
sincerelv hope that the Government of the 
day will see that some improvement is made. 
Surely the health of the community ought to 
be of paramount importance ! Ko sick 
worker can be considered an asset. He is 
really a drag not only on his family, but e,)so 
on the whole communit-v. Some effort 
should be made to advance the science 
of preventive medicine. I 'lmuld like 
to mention one activity in support of 
preventive medicine whif'h I forgot to 
mention when I was speaking on the 
educational vote. It is onlv a small 
incident, but it will bring before hon. m~m­
bers what prevention means. The ex.amma­
tion of children in schools for such thmgs as 
adenoids and tonsils has led to a marked 
reduction in diseases of the middle ear, and 
s<Ich-like trouble. It has been practically 
reduced to a minimum now, and that is 
entire!:: owing to the medical inspection of 
three children, which has disclosed the defects 
and encouraged parents to attend to them. 
As a result, we find hundreds of child~en 
who would otherwise have been suffermg 
from diseased ears through life are now saved 
that trouble owing to the preventive measures 
that have been adopted. 

Another question that must exercise the 
minds of everybody to-day is the unfortu­
nate rcourge which is increasing in the coln­
munity. I refer to cancer, the effects of 
which have been brought close to our atten­
tion in the last few weeks. Deaths from 
cancer for t.wenty years have totalled 10,264 
in Queensland alone, and 2,549 of those fatal 
cases occurred in portions of the body where 
ca.nc8r can be prevented by the treatme_nt 
of the pre-cancerous condition. If the pru~­
ciple of preventive medi~ine were mtelh­
gently applied to this problem, ther~ would 
!1e a marked reduction in the mortality from 
this disease. The public has to be educated 
to seek advice in the very early stages of 
the disease, and I would suggest and recom­
mend to the Government the advisability 
of establishing at once a special cancer hospi­
tal staffed by experts, where, the benefit of 
expert advice would be avmlable not only 
to those people who had any doubts as t? 
their condition, but also to medical practi­
tioners in the country. The eo,tablishment 
of an institution of that nature would be of 
inestimable benefit to the community; and 
I commend to the Government the question 
of taking the matter seriously in hand and 
joining with the Cancer Trust in establishing 
such a hospital at once. 

The hon. member for Bulimba referred to 
mental defectives but that is a question that 
we alone cannot' deal with. It is not only 
a Commonwealth question, but is really inter­
national in character, and to my mind can 
only be effectively dealt with by the League 
of Nations. It is a question which involves 
a great deal-the getting away from the old 
traditions, and, of course, it is a diffic.ult 
thing to overcome prejudice. A world-wide 
movement alone can do anything that would 
b" of anv benefit. What I would like to 
Lring under the notice of the Home Secre­
tary is the question of incipient mental 
cases. In Queensland we have numbers of 
Eervous cases which are unable to be treated 
at home and cannot be dealt with in private 
hospitals, the only alternative being to send 
them to an asvlum. In those cases where 
the persons concerned are really not sane and 

Dr. Kerwin.l 
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yet not insane, it kills whatever prospect 
there is of recovery to go through the ordeal 
of examination by two medical men, have 
an order procured from a magistrate, and 
then to be sent to an asylum. The Govern­
ment might take up the question of establish­
ing an intermediate institution where casea 
of this description could be admitted and 
treated without any undue publicity or 
embarrassing proceedings so far as relatives 
are concerned. ,W 

There is another question I desire to refer 
to, e.nd in doing so I shall probably differ 
slightly from the hon. member for Toowong. 
On the question of the control of health 
in the city of Brisbane, it is an unfortunate 
thing that an Act was passed taking the 
control of the health activities of a city like 
Brisbane <mtirely out of the hands of the 
Government, so far as sanitation and infec­
tious diseases go. 

f4.30 p.m.] 
It is not so long ago since we had a visita­

tion of plague. The whole prevention of 
plague is entirely in the hands of the Grea. ter 
Brisbane Council, and, as everyone knows, 
one of the principal measures to be adopted 
to prevent such an outbreak, which causes 
such an enormous loss to commerce, is the 
adequate clestruction of rats, and on this 
matter I woulcl like to reacl a little para­
graph from the report of the Commissioner 
of Public Health-

" Reduced rat gangs and larger catches 
appear to me to indicate that rats are 
more numerous, especially so, as rat­
proofing is being neglected. The rat 
popul<ttion is stated to be equal to the 
human and the rat, in addition to being 
a carrier of bubonic plague, is a destruc­
tive animal. It is estimated that one 
rat annually will destroy from 10s. to £1 
worth of food, property, or merchan­
dise." 

If what the CommiFsioner says is true-that 
measures are not being taken to adopt rat­
proofing in the way it should be done-look 
what is going to happen. Ships come from 
the East frequently. No one knows the 
moment when infection may come to the 
port, and the H€alth Department has no 
power whatsoever to make the Brisbane City 
Council carry out this rat-proofing in the 
way it should. That is something that should 
be altered. The whole health activities of 
the city shoQ.ld be removed from the control 
of the Brisbane City Council and placed 
entirely in the hands of the Health Depart"­
ment·. 

Just to show another thing that is hap­
pening in Brisbane-I think it is a thing of 
very serious importance to everybody. In 
connection with the sewerage of the city of 
Brisbane there is a system of emptying pans 
into the main sewer at Milton. That sewage 
is carried right clown to Luggage Point 
where it goes into a precipitation tank: 
This tank, when it is full, has to be emptied 
by two men. They shovel the sewage into 
a 12-inch pip-e, and further sewage is coming 
down to help to "ush this along the pipe 
with the aid of a little fresh water. and the 
whole of this stuff is being scattered on the 
mud flats at Luggage Point. Now what is 
happening? The report stat·es-

" No method of purification has yet 
been adopted, and crude sewage is being 
discharged into the river, as has been 
reported on previous occasions. 

[Dr. Kerwin. 

"It was observed that a very largo 
amount of sawdust is being precipitated 
in the sedimentation tanks. One tank 
was being cleared of sawdust at the time 
of visit. This tank was about two-thirds 
full of a solid mass of sawdust. The 
sawdust is removed from the tank 
utilising a stream of sewage augmented 
a little by clean water from a hose. A 
man is employed forking the sawdust 
into this stream of sewage, which sewage 
and sawdust are conveyed by means of a 
12-inch diameter pipe drawn on to the 
large lowlying, swampy flat adjacent to 
the works. 

"This 12-inch pipe, measured at the 
outlet, was discharging full force at time 
of inspection. A man was employed 
forking the channel clear of sawdust, so 
as to give a clear run to the sewage over 
the flat. 

" It is estimated that it will take one 
man about ten clays to clear one tank of 
the sawdust, w hi eh means that this stream 
of crude sewage is being discharged on 
to the flat during that period. 

" It is also estimated that by the time 
one tank is cleared another will be ready 
for the same operation, hence the dis­
charge on the flat appears to be a con­
tinuous one. Many thousands of gallons 
of crude sewage are daily being dis­
charged on to this swampy land. 

"The sawdust impregnated with crude 
sewage after long contact is levelled off 
and left lying on the flat. The sewage 
is swarming with fly maggots; the saw­
dust filling and sewage ponds are there­
fore likely to become huge bree-ding 
groQ.nds for flies and mosquitoes." 

Such a thing to exist in a civilised com­
munity! Surely that must strike everybody; 
still, the Health Department has no control 
whatsoever over it. That is a matter that 
ehould be seriously considered by the Home 
Secretary. Something has to be done. The 
Health Act has to be amended sooner or 
later, and the whole of the health activities 
of the city ought to be under the control of 
the Queensland health authorities. 

A lot has been said about the milk supply 
of Brisbane. 'l'he milk supply of the city 
has certainly improYed v. onderfully from 
what it used to be. There is one company 
here which is supplying milk in bottles, 
which undoubtedly is the correct system I 
say further that it should be made com­
pulsory for all milk to be supplied in bottles. 
The health authorities should also ha\ e super­
vision and control of the milk from the cow 
to the consumer. At present the authority 
is not concentrated. One portion of the miTk 
supply is under the control of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture. the other under the 
control of the City Council. Who is to s<ty 
that the man who milks these cows is in a 
healthy condition and is a suitable person 
to help to milk the cows? He might be a 
man affected with tubercular trouble or have 
some skin disease on his fingers and hands. 
Who is to be the authority to say that he has 
not got such a disease? You cannot trmt 
it to the inspectors of the Department of 
Agriculture, because it is really not their 
province to ascertain whether a man is suit­
able for that work or not. The milk supply 
of the city should be controlled by one 
central authority-from the cows to the con­
sumer. 
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l would like to draw the attention of the 
Home Secretary to another matter referred 
to in the report of the Commissioner of 
Public Health-that is the practice of vege· 
table-growers using arsenate of lead in 
growing cabbages. \Ye recently sa>\ that 
several loads of cabbages had to be destroyed 
in the Roma Street Markets on account of 
the presence of arsenate of lead. Drastic 
action should be taken to prevent such an 
occurrence as that. The people of the city 
should not be exposed to such danger as 
that, and steps should be taken to prevent 
that practice, because unfortunately there 
has been an alarming amount of lead-poison­
ing in Brisbane. The difficulty is to find out 
and trace the evil to its source. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: A good deal of it 
is due to white-lead paint being used on 
veranda rails and fences. 

Dr. KER,VIN: Veranda railings and 
fences obtain all over Queensland ; and I 
think there is more lead-poisoning in Bris­
bane than in any other city or town in 
Queensland. 

Mr. \V. FORGAN SMITH: There is a good 
bit of it in other towns, too. 

Dr. KERWIN: But not in the same pro­
portion as in Brisbane. I would recommend 
that drastio action should be taken and 
regulations framed to prevent any further 
danger from this source. 

Mr. DANIEL (Keppel): The hon. member 
for Townsville referred to the Eventide 
Home for aged people at Charters Towers, 
and I endorse the hon. member's remarks 
on that subject. We want a home of the 
same kind established in Rockhampton; and 
I would suggest that the Women's Hospital 
there be set aside for that purpose, as it 
would be an ideal site for a home for aged 
people. As the hon. member for Townsville 
said, it is almost impossible for relatives to 
g-et down to Brisbane to see their parents 
who are living at these homes in Brisbane. 
I would urge the Home Secretary to set 
aside the Women's Hospital at Rockhamp­
ton as a home for old people in the Central 
district. That would bring about a svste1n 
of decentralisation, which is very necessary 
in this respect.. There are many old people 
staying at homes in Brisbane who come from 
Rockhampton and other parts of Central 
Queensland, and who would be only too 
pleased to return to their own district. 

There is another matter I want to men­
tion-the attack of the hon. member for 
Rockhampton on ihe Under Secretary to the 
Home Secretary, whom he referred to as a 
czar. I very much deplore the hon. mem­
bEr's attack. 

Mr. DDKLOP: I will deal with it again 
later. 

Mr. DANIEL: I can assure the hon. mem­
ber that I know as much about the matter 
as the hon. member for Rockhampton. In 
spite of all the hon. member may SJ.y the 
fact remains that on two occasions' the 
hon. member for Rockhampton was beaten 
in the council- by ten votes to one. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : What has this got to 
do with the vote? 

Mr. DANIEL: I am jmt telling hon. 
members something of the hon. member for 
Rockhan,pton, who attacked the Under Rec­
retary for being a czar. On one occasion 
the hon. member suspended Mr. McCulloch, 

Bnd the Rockhampton Council immediately 
afterwards reinstated him. The hon. mcm· 
ber has caused a lot of trouble in Rock­
hampton in connection with these matters. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Is this a private row, or 
what?, 

Mr. DANIEL: The hon. member has made 
a " welter " of it. 

Mr. DUNLOP interjected. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

Mr. DANIEL: The hon. member has also 
introduced the question of Mr. Kelly's 
appointment to the Rockhampton Hospital 
Board. Mr. Kelly had no particular sym· 
pathy with the present Government. He was 
nominated by the late member for Rock­
hampton, but I intend to quote an extract 
from a report of a hospital board meeting 
to show how Mr. Kelly acted in regiird 
to Mr. Clayton's retirement from the board-

" :Mr. Lee moved that a protest be sent 
to the Home Secretary's Office against 
the \vithdrawal of Mr. Clayton from tho 
board in view of his long services. . .. 

" The Chairman : I hope you are r.ot 
going to continue in that strain. 

" Mr. Lee: What strain? 
" The Chairman : Making a joke. 
" Mr. Lee: I am serious. If you like 

to make a joke of it, that is not my 
intention. If this mistake has been 
m,ade ... 

"The Chairman: We don't want that 
brought in. 

".Mr. Lee: I am moving a motion. 
" Mr. Kelly : And I am going to second 

it." 
Mr. DuNWP: What is wrong with that? 

Mr. DANIEL: Of course there is nothing 
wrong with it. I only read it to show what 
Mr. Kelly, who was nominated by the ]ate 
member for Rockhampton, did with regard 
to Mr. Clayton's case. At any rate, I deplore 
the scene the hon. member for Rockhampton 
made this afternoon. 

Mr. STOPFORD [51 aunt Jlioroan): Whilst 
I do not want to be brought into the Central 
Queensland row that is going on-(laughter) 
-I feel that I would be hardly fair to the 
Under Secretary of my former department, 
Mr. Gall, if I were to allow the statem,ents 
o£ the hon. member for Rockhampton to 
appear in the columns of " Hansard" with­
out contradiction. I do not knov,r "\t'ho -was 
responsible for the letter to which ihe hon. 
member for Rockhampton has referred, and 
I leave that mattPr to the man who is respon­
sible. I was in the Home Department for 
some years, and I realise that, if a member 
' 'nt me a letter similar to that which the 
hon. member for Rock:hampton sent-attack­
ing an officer of my department-! would in 
courtesy, if nothing else, submit it to my 
Under Secretary so that he might defend 
himself. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. STOPFORD: Whether the Under 
Secretary was justified in preparing a memor­
andum for the use of the Minister to be sent 
to the hon. member for Rockhampton is 
another matter. However, I am not con­
cerned ahout that. When I was Home Secre­
tary, I recommended to Cabinet the appoint­
ment of Mr. Gall as Comptroller-General of 
Prisons, and I am prepared to take full 

Mr. Stopford.] 
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responsibility for that recommendation and 
t'> justify the appointment. 

Mr. DuNLOP: I did not say that he was 
not a competent man. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I refuse to be drawn 
into this brawl between the hon. member and 
the Home DepMtment. I was in control of 
the department at the time that appointment 
was made. The present Home Secretary has 
not a full knowledge of the facts, and I con­
ceive it my duty to extend a measure of 
justice to the Under Secretary-an officer 
with long and honest service in the State a 
man who is not able to defend himself on the 
floor of this Chamber. In the circumstances 
I consider that I am justified in doing that: 

Mr. DUNLOP: 'rhe position was forced 
upon me. 

Mr. STOPFORD: The •reverend gentle­
man who supplied the information to the 
hon. member for Rockhampton made the 
statement that an additional £300 per 
annum was to be paid to the Under Secre· 
tary for his services as Comptroller-General 
of Prisons. The hon. member for Rock­
hampton was at libert,- to peruse the 
journals of this Assembly "and the documents 
of the Home Department, so that he cannot 
be justifiably excused on the ground that he 
was wrongly informed by someone who wrote 
him a letter-a person who had no oppor­
tunity of making himself conversant with the 
facts. 

Mr. DUNLOP: Your Government promised 
him £250 per annum. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I will deal with the 
promise of £250 at a later stage. The 
appointment was madP, and the dual posi­
tions were ended. Prior to that time 
escapes from the prison we·re frequent and 
discipline was gone. The state of affairs at 
that time presented a fit subject for a 
Gilbert and Sullivan comic opera. I am not 
going to blame the man who occupied the 
dual position. No doubt the Government of 
the day, when the dual position was created. 
believed that economy would result from a 
saving of money, but economy that is secured 
at the expense of efficiency really amounts to 
extravagance. That is what happened in 
that case. The then Home Secretary, Mr. 
Huxham, no doubt believed that he could 
economise in the expenditure of the Home 
Department by combining the two positions 
of Superintendent of the Brisbane Prison 
and Comptroller-General. Mr. Huxham was 
a kindly gentleman who believed that 
prisoners could be reformed-a belief that I 
do not uphold after spending several years 
in the department as Home Secretary. I do 
not share the view that prisoners can be 
reformed in the way that it is attempted to 
•ref~n·m them in Quecnsla?d to-day. Major 
Peuson eventually occupred the dual posi­
tion of Superintendent and Comptroller­
General, but there then arose the peculiar 
position of this man very gravely punishing 
a prisoner as Superintendent of the prison 
and then as Comptroller-General reading th~ 
prisoner a iecture ·and overriding what the 
Superintendent had done. (Laughter.) It 
was impossible .to reform prisoners by a sys­
tem of that lnnd. The result was that it 
was easier to get out of gaol than it was to 
get into it. Escapes became very frequent. 
I looked around to see if I could secure a 
suitable man for the position of Comptroller· 
General. For twelve months prior to the 
appointment I tried to persuade the Undc>r 

[Mr. Stopford. 

Secretary to assume responsibility of the 
position of Comptroller-General. I am not 
claiming that there were not suitable men 
available, but the salary that I was per­
mitted to offer was not sufficient to induce a 
suitable man to assume the responsibility. 
For two yc>ars I, as Home Secretary, was 
ridiculed by the press in relation to prison 
matters. We could not enforce discipline in 
the gaols; we had the knowledge that drink 
was taken into them, and that prisoners were 
drunk. We knew that files, hack-saws, and 
other things found their way into the gaol, 
and all despite the fact that the gaol was 
staffed to a standard equal to any gaol in 
Australia. It became apparent that the time 
would surely come when the person occupy­
ing the •responsible position of Home Secre­
tary would have to sit up and take notice. I 
realised that that condition of things had to 
cease, and I made certain recommendations 
to Cabinet. First of all, I asked Mr. Gall, 
who I believed was quite capable, to assume 
the duties of Comptroller-General. I 
believed him to be a man having the neces­
sary firmness of character and sense of 
justice, a man who would not pander to any 
prisoner. who would demand servioo from 
the staff at the same time that he would 
give that meed of justice to the staff to 
which they were entitled if they rendered 
service, and deal out to them whatever was 
their requirement if they did not give that 
service. 

Mr. DUNWP: That is not the opinion of 
ether people. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I was in the position 
of sweating for two year; under a condition 
of things that very few men would like to 
go through. I suggested that an adequate 
salarv for these additional duties would be 
something like £250 per year. Cabinet 
approved of my recommendation, but 
reduced the salary to £100 per year. Cabinet 
looked upon the appointment in the light 
of an experiment, and said that, if Mr. Gall 
could pull the position around, he would 
then draw the higher salary I recommended. 

Mr. DUNLOP: What year was that? 

Mr. S,TQPFORD: I do not know the 
exact date; I did not come here prepared 
to speak on this matter, and the Home Secre­
tary has access to documents which I have 
not. Speaking from memory, the position 
then was that Mr. Gall very reluctantly 
assumed the duties of Comptroller-General 
of Prisons for £100 a year. Really, what 
prompted him to do so was to relieve me of 
a certain amount of responsibility and 
anxiety rather than for the sake of the 
monetary gain attached to the position. I 
quite realised that Mr. Peirson was a man 
who could carry out the duties of superin­
tendent of the Boggo Road Gaol, and that 
h0 would be sure to give very sy:mpathetic 
treatment to the prisoners; but he required 
someone behind him to lend that stiffenii}g 
influence to bring about that discipline so 
necessary in a gaol. Mr. Gall first said 
that he would take the position provided 
Mr. Peirson suffered no lo•s in salar,;y. That 
was agreed upon. Mr. Gall's allowance has 
never been increased. The usual tightness 
of money has always been the excuse for not 
fulfilling this understanding, which really 
was not in the nature of a promise; but it 
was asserted that. if Mr. Gall did restore 
the discipline we had lost in the gaol, the 
allowa...nce would be increased. I sincerely 
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hope that it will be increased. I had dis­
cussed .the matter with the Treasurer, but 
the financial position was always the excuse 
for not increasing the allowance. In fair­
ness to Mr. Gall, the hon. member for Rock­
hampton should first be possessed of a full 
knowledge of the facts before making an 
attack upon him. To-dav we have a gaol 
which anyone can go through with the full 
knowledge that he will see discipline there. 
Let me give an incident that happened when 
I went through Boggo Road Gaol during 
the time escapes were so frequent. I became 
su worried that, together with Mr. Gall, I 
decided to go over to the gaol and see if we 
could unravel the cause. We could not do 
so. I had hardly entered the gaol when 
the roof was bombarded with stones, but no 
one was responsible for it. I had previously 
granted the prisoners permission to have " 
gramophone, and, as I was making my 
inspection, the tune " Show me the way to 
go home " was played-(laughter)-followed 
by "The Prisoner's Song." That is not all. 

In one of the reports that came to the 
Home Office concerning a prisoner who had 
left without leaving his future address, it 
was disclosed that the warder concerned, in 
explaining the absence of this prisoner, said, 
" When I missed him, I said, ' Where•s 
Denny ?' " I express<>d astonishment that hB 
was in the habit of calling prisoners by 
their Christian names. That prisoner got as 
far as Sydney before he was recaptured; but 
even before that a lady telephoned from 
Fairfield inquiring if the prison authorities 
had mislaid a prisoner l (Laughter.) I think 
the appointment of Mr. Gall as comptroller 
was necessary, and I make no apology for 
saying that. If any apology is needed, it is 
that the remuneration was not sufficient. 
Whatever row may exist between the Home 
Secretary and the hon. member for Rock­
hampton--

The HOME SECRETARY: There is no row. 

Mr. STOPFORD: They have ways of 
ventilating it. I speak for Mr. Gall, who 
has no other way of stating his case. As 
ex-Home Secretary I drsire to pay a, tribute 
to that officer of the Home Department, who 
serv8d under me for seven vears. I had 
from him loyalty, advice, ready assistance, 
and service, and the same will be at the 
command of the now Home Secretary. I 
only hope the hon. gentleman will exorcise 
that common sense that we all seem to lack 
at the commencement. For instance, had 
the hon. gentleman been more experienced, 
I am sure he would not have promised an 
inquiry into the Dulcie Barday affair--

Mr. Du:«LOP: Why shouldn't it be held? 

Mr. STOPFORD: As I have no access to 
the documents, I am not going to pass judg­
ment on this matter-not even at the request 
of the hon, member for Rockhampton. There 
'"ere man.' similar cases during ID' term of 
office in which no inquiry was held. At the 
samo time, I never mddc a public statement 
to the effect that an inquiry would be held, 
and then, when I took the matter to Cabi­
net, had to back down on my original inten­
tion because cert:ain strong interests were 
brought to bear on m<'. The law regarding 
inquiries is clear and definite. Representa­
tives of certain newspapers waited on me 
and tried to force me to g_ive a declaration 
that an inquiry would be held in certain 
cases. I alwavs assumed the attitude that 
the police were the. proper authorities to 
decide whether an inquiry should he held 

or not, and that the public had the common 
right whereby any two of them might peti­
tion for an inquiry. If the Home Secretary 
is going to run round all the time looking 
for things that should be inquired into, then 
he will not have much time to do other work. 

Dealing with t'he Estimates generally, the 
Home Department is a spending department, 
and it manages to get through a fair amount 
of money. I was a fairly good spender, both 
for the Government and for myself, and I 
have a certain amount of sympathy for the 
Home Secretary on this occasion, because I 
happen to know the Treaslj.rer. (Laughter.) 

The TREASURER : You know he is a very 
good fellow. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Yes; but I prefer to 
find out from experience. The Estimates for 
this department show an increase of only 
£13,000 on the amount appropriated last. 
year. I can see the Treaslj.rer, anxious to 
reduce that anticipated deficit--

Mr. W. FoRGAN SMITH: There will be a 
lot of "U.E." before the end of the year. 

Mr. STOP FORD: The Treasurer, anxious 
to make that anticipated deficit as little as 
possible, has carefully " blue-pencilled" what 
the Home Secretary required for the year. 

[5 p.m.] 
The TREASURER: What does the blue pencil 

mean? 
Mr. STOPFORD: The Home Secretary 

has very high ideals. We all have. He 
started off building up fine schemes in his 
mind. He believes that we should have 
improved prisons. Then he pr'epares his 
Estimates, and asks for the necessary money; 
but the hard-hearted Treasurer, who has had 
a little conversation with the Commissioner 
of Taxes, and who has put; the Deputy Stamp 
Commissioner on the Racing Commission, to 
see if he can find another means of raking 
in revenue, says, " Cut your Estimates down 
by £18,000." I say he cannot do it. I am 
only relating my experience. I can see the 
same thing going on to-day. I am not 
criticising the Treasurer; but I realise that 
he has blue-pencilled the Estimates of this 
department. 

I would like the Home Secretary to answer 
m,, one quPstion on this vote, if he will-I 
am sure he has the information there. I ask 
him what he has already spent on relief 
this year. He has allowed £30,000 for this 
purpose. I know my expenditure last year 
was fairly heavy, and my allocation was 
very small. There are many voteo, in this 
Estimate that should be increased. I notice 
particularly that the Government ha\ e made 
no provision for all those extra police that 
they used to rail at me about. The hon. 
member for Kurilpa used to picture all the 
dark corners around about Brisbane, and 
draw a painful picture of the lonely female 
going home, and how well protected her 
nerves would be if another policeman were 
appointed. The Home Secretary himself 
used to paint for me a painful picture of 
the danger of these unfortunate people who 
had to pass through Delaney's lane leading 
to the Melbourne Street railway station. I 
notice that he has made no provision on the 
Estimates for extra police. A careful analy­
sis of the Estimates for three years will 
disclose that I at least was increasing the 
police force bv a certain number each vear. 
I think the Government are providing s-ome­
thing in the vicinity of £4,000 extra for the 

Mr. Stopford.] 
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police. What does that mean? Does it 
mea!l that we are going to have retirement 
at sixty-five years of age in the police force 
so that we shall ~ot have such a wastage in 
the force? Do.es It mean. that we are going 
to have forty-eight hours m the police force? 
'l'here must be some reason why the Horn~ 
Secretary has cut this Estimate down at the 
behest of the Treasurer. 

The TREASURER: It may mean that the 
community is very much better behaved 
than they were previously. 

~r. STOPFORD: It may mean that your 
grievances were imaginary or political. 

If you take the State Children Department 
iJ; will be seen that there is provision fo; 
an extra £4,000 odd in this vote. I want to 
know wh_at is the intention regarding the 
State Clnldren ;Department. Is there going 
to be an alteratwn in the matter of adminis­
tration? ! remember when you, J\llr. 
Roberts, sa1d that every State child in Too­
woomba should have a foster father. You 
regarded me, Mr. Roberts, as one of the 
hardest-hearted people in the world because 
I did not put every one of them on the 
State Children Department. However, we 
shall discuss all these votes as they come 
before us. There is the vote for " Relief 
of Aboriginals," for instance, for which 
£66,101 was voted last year. We cannot 
alter some of the votes because the items 
in them are protected by awards. 

The hon. member for Toowong said that 
Brisbane was a dirty city. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I said nothing of the kind. 

Mr. STOPFORD : It certainly was a dirty 
city when the hon. member was mayor. I 
notice that the vote for the Health Depart­
ment has been reduced by nearly £1.000 this 
year. I do not know whether the rat gang' 
have been dispensed with owing to there 
being now no danger from rats; yet the hon. 
member for Toowong got up and pleaded 
that this is a clean city. 

The question of the hospitals is where the 
Treasurer and I ought to have a little heart­
to-he':'rt talk. I remember the Treasurer 
refusmg on one occasion to take a cheque 
for £5,000. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Don't rake that up again. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. STOPFORD: The Treasurer refused 
a sum in the vicinitv of £5 000 for the 
Children's Hospital bec"ause it c~me from the 
" Golden Casket." I notice that the amount 
rut down for hospitals is £196,908; but we 
know that they are costing a lot more. What 
does the Minister estimate will be the total 
e>,pendit~re for hospitals this year; and 
wha~ will be . the amount by which the 
hosp1tal vote will have to be subsidised from 
th? ." Golden qasket" ? I do not want the 
l\1Imster to misunderstand me. I do not 
want it to go out that I am asking· what 
amount,~ are . allocated f~om, the " Golden 
Casket. ~o. d1ffercnt hospitals. I am asking 
what mdiv1dual amounts will be allocated 
from " Golden Casket" monev to relieve 
other revenue in the various hospitals. Hon. 
members are aware that we give an end<>w­
n:ent of £2 for every £1 of bona fidp dona­
twns and ~ubscriptions during the year; :and 
I would like to know what amount it will 
be necessary to take from " Golden Casket " 
ft~nds to supplement the vote in OJ'uer to 
gtve t~at endo~mcnt. As we are asking for 
other mformatwn on the first vote, I think 
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we ought also to get this information. I 
shall have an opportunity of speaking with 
regard to the hospitals at a later stage. 

Mr. AN);A'-JD (1'oowoomba): I regret 
that I have not had the opportunity of 'fol­
l?wing the debate very closely, but I would 
hke to say a word or two, more particularly 
as chairman of the Local Authorities' 
Association of Queensland. I would point 
out to the Home Secretary that the question 
?f health inspection in Queensland is a burn­
mg subject with the local authorities con­
cerned. When a local authority wants an 
inspector, the a ppointm.ent has to be made 
by the Commissioner of Public Health. The 
position is that very often those men do not 
perform their duties to the satisfaction of 
the local authorities concerned-! sav local 
authorities, because in very many instances 
they perform duties for more than onr local 
authority. That is a very necessary work; 
and we know very well that it frequently 
happens that an inspector is called upon to 
condemn work on premises belonging to some 
member of a local authority. For this and 
other reasons the Commissioner holds that 
hoe should have the appointment and dis­
charge of these men in his hands-that he 
should, in fact, have sole control over them. 
To a great extent I agree; but the local 
authorities feel that, when these health in­
spectors have not done their duty to the 
satisfaction of those local authorities the 
latter should have the right to say that' they 
should be relieved of their positions. I am 
told by the Home Secretary that in a Bill 
which is to be introduced very shortly deal­
ing with local authorities attention will be 
given to this matter, and very many other 
n:atters of a like nature; but I should not 
hke the opportunity to pass without speaking 
for the local authorities on the question, 
b~cause I think that every year it has been 
d1scussed at our annual conference, and 
thence taken to the Home Secretary for hi, 
consideration. 

Before concluding, I would like to add 
just a little eulogy of the officers of the 
Home Department. As Mayor of Toowoomba 
and chairman of the Local Authoritie>' Asso­
ciation of Queensland, I regret very much 
the personal attack which has been made on 
one of them. They are a body of men, I 
can assure hon. members, for whom the local 
authorities of Queensland have the highest 
respect. For many years before I ·was a 
member of Parliament I came in contact 
almost weekly with these officers, and I want 
to say I ight here on the floor of this Chamber 
how highly I appreciate their untiring work 
and the unfailing courtesy they have always 
shown to me in both the official capacities I 
have named. 

Mr. KELSO (Nundah): I can assure the 
hon. member for Rockhampton that I shall 
not delay him any longer. He is very 
anxious to speak. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

. Mr. KELSO : I want to second the sugges­
tion made by the hon. member for Bulimba 
with respect· to the extension of the baby 
clinic system, so that mothers can in certain 
districts take their children to branch clinics 
instead of having the nurses going round to 
the different houses. It would save a con­
siderable amount of time. I am very pleased 
to be able to announce that the people of 
Kedron in my electorate have already taken 
steps to put such a system into operation. 
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At tlw Kedron Memorial Hall-a hall built 
as a m( ,norial to the soldi.,rs-there is a 
roon1 dedic,1-t:od to the uso of n hn'nPd soldiers 
free of ch~Jrge, but' at the othf'r rnd of the 
building- in tiw ba',,en1ent two roums haye 
been turr>~d ir io one, and ar2 being fitted 
out for the free us~ of the baby clinic. The 
conunittec is collecting n1oney for the pur~ 
pose of l-·tuij_Jping the roon1. \Yhich I beliuve 
is the first of its kind, in Qneensland-thc 
first in v.-hich this freo ecrvice for the accon1~ 
moda'ion of a clinic has been offered. I am 
sure that the Home Secretary will be glad 
to know ii) and I hope that this public inti­
mation of the fact will b" the means of stir· 
ring up other centres, not only in Brisbane, 
hut" also in other citiee. It seems to me that 
it is a work which might very well be taken 
up by the rwogre:·s asFociations, \vhich arc 
designed to look after the interests of their 
own centres, for it seems to me that it is 
certainly one of the finest movements in 
which they could take an intc,·est. It would 
he a very great assi,tanr'> to the mothers 
in enabling them to bring· their children to 
a local c'•ntre properly fitt<'d out with the 
necessary equipment, which it is very difficult 
to carry about from house to house. I com­
mend the suggestion of the hon. member for 
Bulimba that we should put into acti,·e 
operation what has already been started in 
Kedron. I hope that this public pronounce. 
ment will lead other people to act in a 
similar capacity, which I think will be for 
the good of those for whom clinics are 
est a hlished. 

Mr. DUNLOP (Roekhamzltou): I shall 
deal with the hon. member for Kcppel when 
the Hospitals Yote is being di·cureed. I 
wish to reply to the remarks made by the 
ex·Homc Sccrehry, the hon. member for 
Mount Morgan. If he had been listening, he 
would have heard me say that I did not 
dispute the ability of M1·. Gall. I do not 
dispute it even now. He is a man of ability 
and organising power. What I did dispute, 
and rightly so, was the tone of his corre. 
spondcmce with me as mayor of Rockhamp­
ton. I do not care whether the Home Sec­
retary or anyone else on the Government 
benches to I era ted such a letter coming to me. 
The ex-Home Secretarv regretted that I had 
made certain remarks, -but no one need regret 
anything I EQy here. I have made up my 
mind that whatever I do here will be of a 
b<ccoming nature. It is my firm determina­
tion to speak with emphasis. I look before 
I leap, and I offer no apology to anyone. 
What the ex·Home Secretary said was quite 
irreleYant. It was not my wish to attack Mr. 
Gall on the floor of the House under cover 
of parliamentary privilege. I wanted the 
Horn~ Sectetary to give the Under Secretary 
the right to reply to my letter outside. but 
the Home Secretary forced me to bring the 
matter un in this Chamber. He is to blame 
and not Mr. Gall. On another vote I voted 
in support of an amendment submitted by 
~he L-eader of the Opposition doplor. 
mg the abuse of parliamenhry privi. 
lege in this Chamber. Parliamentary 
privilege is abused in this Chamber, and 
the soonE'r that practice ceases the better. 
I do not believe in attacking a m"n behind 
his hack. I believe in going riglit un to 
the cannon's mouth, face to face, "nd calling· 
a spade a spade. (Lauvhter-.) That is all 
that I wieh to say on this occasion. 

Mr .. WINSTA.NLEY (Queenton): I firmly 
bPlieve that the he"'lth of the communit~ 
should be a matter of paramount importance, 

1929-3 V 

and should be maintained at a high standard, 
no ru~ttter Yrhat olse may sink into insigni­
eance. I ·read with no-no intere't the report 
of the Cormlli'sioner of Publi" Health deal­
ing with di[lhtheria, typhoid, and other dis­
cast:-3 prevalent in varioPs :~.1rts of the State. 
It does not follow that we have reached a 
&tage of perfection, nor does it follow t.hat 
we cannot do much better in the future than 
we have done in the past. The Comm.is­
sioner of Public Health, in his annual report. 
Eays inter alia-

" Typhoid inoculation is no substituto 
for sanitarY precautions, and the more­
highly civilised the community and the 
better use made of the know lcdgo of 
sanitation the less typhoid fever ·rEsults." 

I consider that to he very sound reasoning; 
in fact, I do not think any,body would ques­
tion it for a moment. It is a well·known 
fact that bad "mitation is vel')' often the 
direct cause of diseases, particularly of 
typhoid. I su}ycrihe to the remarks of the 
Commi,oiencr of Public Health, and I do so 
without any hf'sit,;tion whatever. In anothBi 
part of his report he deals with sanitation 
gcnerclly, and says -

"A steady advance ·in matt0rs apper­
taining to sanitary exenutive continuES 
throughout the State. This is evinced 
by the reports of the departmental 
officers and those of the local authorities' 
health inopectors, which a1'C submitted to 
the department each month. These 
reports show that st,ricter supervision is 
being exercised, and that systematic 
inspection work is regularly crn·ied out." 

He further states-
" The danger which is ever present of 

mosquito-borne diseases has been kept 
well in Eight, and the enforcement . of 
the reg-ulat-ions in rBspect to nwsqu1to 
elimination h~s been constantly urged 
upon local authorities. 

(( rrho conduct of f:tnitary services 
throughout the f'\ta te has received atten­
tion. ~ \Yith fe'' exceptions these ser­
vices "re carried out by daylight, and 
are well conducted.'. 

Thcro are some exceptions, and these excep­
tions should be eliminated. There Wfts a 
time when the whole scnice was carried out 
c1urin~ the night. It is bett'lr for the 
emplo"'yc·es to condud this rather disaj>:re.eable 
SE'rvice in the daytime ; hut I quest1on very 
much whether it 1s better for the comm1mity 
as a whole. I question very much whether 
the sanitarv science of our city could not be 
of a highe" order. Whatever other p,ople 
n_av think about sanitary services, I do 
think that the open wagon is not a 
suitable Yehicle for carrying out this service. 
They W<>uld be better if closed; and it do<;s 
Reem to bc an obsolete method to permit 
uncovered wagons to be used for the work. 
Nothing could be more objectionable than 
to see ~an open wagon being used for the 
collection of the eanitary services. I ques­
tion very much whether such a system. can 
be reo-arded as an up·to-r'late samtary 
S'Vstem 7 but that system is to be seen in use 
regularly practica!iy every day in the week 
in this so-called np·to-date city. That calls 
for im prov<·ment. When anyone goee o;,t of 
the city and pays a visit to the seaside where 
the air is SUP'10scd to be rarefied end the 
ozone so refrcshinv. it is quite a C'Ommon 
occurrence to see the heavy arti!Jpry going 
along the strand once or twice during the 

]{r, Winstanley.] 
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~lay i~ the ~hapc of a "anitary wagon. 
fhat IS a l'e~ular happcnin~s. \Vhen one 
g?es aW<r- from tlw cit.- he does so with a 
ne\; of g _;ttmg a'· ay from the odours of the 
city, and is not fa your cbly impressed with 
qr~ ~aJ/~tary rnetlwcl.3 _1n Yog.ue at the sca­
~tdc. lhr-y arC' ccrLnnly nor. a~ l>n- >-c' -rp 
or as compL. _ as they ehou.id be. 'I' here is 
room for eonsiclcrablc improvement in the 
~~nntar.y serv~ce~ in ~his city. I hope those 
;cspOL tblc wrll lo-'k mto the rnaitcr, and see 
1f so1n~ Lett·~r sydeLl thau the ono no'v in 
{:peruho cannot b-=- brought into operation. 
\Ve all kuo~v iha' the pr,·sent 1nethods are 
lLoro up-to-c.atc· < ne! more scientifie than the 
11Jethods of a feYil years £J go. A few years 

o-o Br ishcmc wa.s the by-\\Ord of all the 
{,_tics \:·1th resp0ct to her bad sanitation and 
dFe:tl'tmg_ system for the dispJsal of nig-ht­
'-Orl. \Vl11le I am \ "l':V ple1 sed at tho inl­
pron;.rn~~nt. \Vhich has. taken plaC<-') neverthe­
less J. dc--rre l o Se 1t broug,lt more up-to­
date and scientific. 

I dcsh~o ~o sa,:· one Ol' t\ro \YOrds in con­
nection vYi t 1t the Eventide fiorne in Charters 
To\,-er~. It is not in my electorate) but in 
rho electorate of the hon. member for 
Charter,; Towcrc. At thP oame time, it 
o;_erve>s thu purpc:.c'' not only of one elec­
torate but of the \:Lolc of North Quc-,nsland. 
The hon. nH·rnber for To1vnsvillc suggested 
lhat an:v Xorthern inmates of Dunwich who 
fl, sired l o enter lhis homo should be allowed 
to do SO. rrhe home \VaS built lar[(Clv for 

•· Northernf:~·s" ·who in th~ r·aSt ·hav-e 
n"gardec.l gou1g- do1-rn to Dn1nnrh verv n1nch 
ic the same way as going clown to St. 1Ielena 
They regarded 1ho hYo places a~ being not 
<•nlc- ~1ear to each oth0r geographic ,!ly. hut 
:19 be1ng pre:ity cto~e to each 0thcr in other 
1 cspcct;. C>uit0 a number of oar old people 
''-'ould sooner die in the ::\'"odh than con1o 
lo Dunwirh; bnt. having nowhc·re else to 
;:o to, a: d no other choice, (hey had to 
<'omc to IJunwich. I do not know l1ow many 
I'"' ems would b affected; but. judgin;,. 
fron1 the• nurnber who have nw.d( appHcatio~ 
for transfN from Dunwich lo the EYenti ck 
Home at Chartcf5 Towers and other;: wh0 
cd·<J dc,irP b bo considered, it would not 
take long to h.we over one hundred persons 
on the spot. "CrH)UP2tionably thi·J institution 
will ?c a model of its kind, erne! I hope 
1r \\:rJ.l be able to hve up to modeTn 
con-clrtwns. lf the expectations are onh­
nali•-cd. it will be a very fine hcme • .her:• 
those who ~;o to li1·e ther·o can pass their 
declining days jn peace-. quietne'··.. a.1Jd 
·cmnfort. · 

One grave n1i~take has be·:n rnade in con­
t.ection with this institution, and that is th.at 
dectric light was not installed instead of gas. 
I drew attention to this matter as soon a" r 
knew that g-as was being fitted, and sug:-_ 
ge,, Ld in the proper· quarter that a mistal~e 
wae being mad" hy not supplying· f'leotric 
light, which eonld have been made available 
from a small plant fitted at the institution, 
<H1d would not haYe been anv tnoro expf~n­
'ivc after tlw initial cost had iwen clefrav<:>d 
t ja,s is 11ot iho rnost convPnient fornl of 
lighting-, }Jarticnarl0'. for elderly people, who. 
m retnrmng to theu· auarters m the da1·k 
ilml it deeid<>dly iEcom·enient to hotlwr wi tl; 
n,atche'. ancl ,.,·en to find tlw gas jet. All 
tl;at trouhle would be obviated wore elect:..·ic 
light installe_cl. hich would only require tile 
1r,_0rc ·,"\;nt'-·hing on of the po\ver. 

Tn connection with this institution, a 
number of would-be pensioners wrote to r:ne 
·,ome months ago. I submitted their letters 

[Mr. 1-Vi nstanley, 

to the Home Der .. rtment, and \'as informed 
that, when forms "·ere availabL, they would 
L-· 'Cnt to the writers of the letter-, I do not 
b.::nv if th1t h· J been -done; but. if not, 
l ask thCJt prompt attention should bo given 
1u the rnL.._ ... tf'r. Those ,,-ho have no homo 
\ ill ,:nd the Charter-: Tov,.,rs institution 
llnch nl.ore con1fortablc nnd agror-nblo than 

J)ull\Yic'l-not that I .•IJ" J\: derogatorily of 
Dnn·,,-ich, but the fact that :\'orth Queens-
1niHh1rs lun·e not the opportnnity of cominc;· 
io~ n1o -..; fr.2queut cJntact ,lt.h their friends 
rnH_l r '1atiYPS ~.·hiht at DLnvvi.ch n'lakc the 
EL ntidn Home a most desirabl<; place from 
that po1n, of viet·, aj it. is ('asily acc~:.-;sible 
t'J rc.;;;i.- ·ni.s of the ~orth. In conchnion. I 
t: '1st rbat the exr ctations of those who have 
spt the institution on it, -way ,vill be realised, 
-'" it i_·. certainl:r an acquisition to sinri.lar 
ad i \-i~ iL•:-, already existing in the State. 

Th,, HOc1lE SECRETARY (lion. J. C. 
Pr·: r~Oll 1 ~Y ormunbp): I desire to colnpli­
llH·l;t hon. nH tib~ rs on 1Joth sid( s for the 

,-ral::2l>le suggestion-< v:h:it ~1 have been 
d for consideration b: the Home 

]h,pariuH'nt. I -was am,tzr_d t~ hear some 
l:•n. mt ,.lhc="s on the ot1L:~l' side explaining 
tlw b-.,; wa_v to tll' et difficultL in variou·"" 
1 ranchr·s of the cL::partrnent. I arn sure 
tlw e JJolL gcntlen1cn- cannot be directing 
( itici~nl against tho departn1ent for the 
n aso!J that the pr.,~pnt Adn1inistration he'> 
not harl ample opportunities of demon­
stntt ill_... thP po;:;sibilitics of e-"-d-'nding the 
fucctio11 of t.r,, Ho111c Department on 
a<TOllJJt of th<' short period that it has held 

offic-e, \Yhile, on the other hand, 
15.30 p.u1.] the stringenc.Y of the financial 

rnarkct n1ake~ it ahuost impos­
,illl,• fo !he most enthusiastic Thl[inister. to 
,o)yp all the problems which have been 
oYr•rlookc'd during the p·\S~ fourteen year~. 

}lr. tlTOPFORD: \Yhere is all that ~apital 
that '"a~ r2:oino· to cornc iu wb·-·n vou w·ere 
t•lrct<:·d '! ..._ o ~ 

The IIO:\:E SECHETJ.RY: I would inform 
th<' hoJ, member for Moum :\!Iorg-an that 
1 ha 1 ,. it on th<• most rPli ,b[c authority 
that c\·en l\-Iount Morgan will be resuscitated 
shonh. and hundreds more mu:,_ will be 
••mpl<)_,·ed there; and the Home Department 
1nl! take fine care that the hon. member 
awl his friend-- ·yil! not be allowed to put 
the fire-s out in that n1iue gain. 

:Ur. STOPFORn: You al'e ma!.jng a definite 
Jn·cmtice that 100 more men \vi!! be-employed? 

TLe HOME ST<;CRET,\RY: I am assured 
l_,~,· }Jr. Boyd that certain experiments are 
l1c!ng Inade there now, and they appear to 
oflLlr prospects of success. 

.:\Ir. tlTOPFORD: One hundn·cl more men will 
l-"· cmplo;,'ed? 

Tlw HO:.\lE SECRETARY: If the experi­
ments are successful, .:\1r. Boyd expects that 
" lar~;·c number of men \\·ill be employed 
l~l that area. 

}fr. I'OLLOl'K: vYe shall "'C what ha;1pens 
u- xt year. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Aparc from 
I· trty issnes and party politic-.,, let us hope 
that it may come to· pass. ·when it comes 
to a show-clov.-n, what matters it which 
Government is in power so long as that 
Govcrnrnent is ,in a position to encourage 
( ntcrprise, come out in the forefront, and 
gin !ho right hand of fellowship so that 
1 he workers can receive employment? 

.:\Ir. STOPFORD again interjected. 
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The HO::Y1E SECRETARY: \Yhen the 
Lon. n1or;,ber \Y ~·S ·"J.J·' king I La.refully 
r: frainecl fron1 interje:;ting; and the least 
he c:-n de is to extend the f.,lnlo courte,;y 
to ~ H'. 

~ll·. SIOP"I:ORD: l,.ou •,nirl that I c1u~::·d the 
fir,- to bo wiihdrrr', 11. \c-u knc·-- th.1t i" tt 

lie. 

Tbe IIO).JE SEf'1RJ<:TAH.1:"": f 'vithdra ". 
1 he rnent. I \V ant to 11P p fe . .:tl~\ fair: 
J-ut ho~~- n1ln1bor llw,de :-;o11.1e su~;g(:3tion 
nl-·'1ut. ruillious o: rnoncy and lot oi nlClJ. 

:0-Ir. PoLLOCI\: lit..' a .... ked vou ,,,-:wn the• 
'VZLpi;· 1 \Y.-s conJing in, a-~lcf yuu i~lsUltC'Ll 
hi tu. 

Tl c II031E SEC'}{LT\RY : I did not 
iu~<-:>·1d to iu:~nlt the ho11. lTIC'l11

1

'~'I'. and I ask 
hirn to accPpt 1ny as·_ urance on t~1at point. 
I know th,~ hon. rnc1nbcr too \Yell to , .. ~·,nt 
\o j_:__c,u!t l1i1n. 

:'lr. Bm:cE: Do] J caused trouble. 

'1 ,lo I-IO~ LE BECRET.:\R Y: The ho1t. 
111t ulber ~-;:nows tha-t less.on ha\ 0 been 
learned by all side·). \\-L c ~n all profit b:~ 
ex:peri::nLe, and let u~ hope th·tt the learn­
ing of that lE.:~ on will holv u3 to bO for·: a1·cl 
to gi'"e..tter things. 

Tho Leader o£ tho Opposition asked n. 
very pC'rtinc·nt and a YCl'Y fair qP.~-:-don with 
r_garcl to the DuL·io Barclay inquir_,. 
Anwng,~t o~her things, the hon. 1nombcr , 1so 
rderred to the question of Tndes Hall 
deputation·:. I intend to deal with 1:rese 
matter briefly in order to show that the 
hon. member vya·1- 1wt auite fair in his 
crhicinn in either directi~n. 

Let us Lkc the Dulcie Barclay c<ts' first. 
On the evening thi girl had· committed 
suicide there appeared in the afternoon 
papers a statement that the mother had 
dowanc~<cd an mquiry. \Yhon the newspaper 
reporters c_~.,mc to 1110 that evening, I, a~ 
].1inister, \Vas not in po-:'3( ..:~ion of any papers ; 
but, thinking that the cries oi a mother 
should be g·iven effect to, I said, " C >rtainly 
there will be an inquiry so far as thi~ d"part­
ment is concerned." During the next week, 
while the police WcTe imostigating, Mrs. 
Barclay, the mothH of Dulcic Barclay, 
came to my oflice; and I 'I ant those !ton. 
gentlemen who are fond of sneering and 
inferring certain things to remember that, 
despite party politics, there is still left in 
mankind some little human kindness. So far 
as I arn concerned, I an1 not ashamed of 
any action I have taken in ths,t matt er, and 
I am pleased to say that my colleagues on 
ihe front bench are prepared manfully to 
stand behind me in this matter. First of 
all, when the ne1>spaper reporters asked me 
if thr,re \Vas gojng· to be an jnquiry, in view 
of the mother's pathetic appeal I mid 
':Yes"; but I ,-yas not a\varc, nor \Vas 

anybody else aware ,,t the time, whether 
the girl had been poisoned by som•cbo ly els,. 
or whether the poiwn was self-administered. 
During the following week the mother camo 
t0 my office. She brour;ht a little child 
with her-cne child of Dulcie Barclay. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBEH: Don't put 111 

" sob ctuff." 

The HOME SECRETARY: 1 do not want 
to put in any "sob stuff." I want to tell the 
truth. Hon. members opposite have referred 
to the case and made all sorts of insinuations 
outside the House about hon. members 
on this side of the Chamber. We have 
nothing to be ashamed of. The mother cam.e 

to nH and said, " Mr. Peterson, can you 
proYPnt thi::; inquiry? 1 arn bcjr!g Cl'llcihcd. 
J\Iv heart i~ breaking." You kno\v C'xactly 
ho'v,' a n1other \Yould ff'Pl in those circurn­
stanct ~. 1 ~ t..icJ, " I\ o, l cu1not prevent thP 
inquiry; it is beyond rny vc \YCr tc do that, 
hcctu:-:;o at the pl,,'·Cllt lllOL!C_Jt I am t 'Jt 
· ure . .a:, :0.1injster of -:::js dcp'l r: r u:m~~, wheth,T 
your daughter \Vas poi~:1nccl b~- :-- n1cbody 
e1st'. ol' 1-vhc:hcr sh0 did it lh-~lsolf.'' She 
1vcrH our of nlY roo1n crvi1 takir~ the little 
child -with hc1~. · -

I no\v -L Jine to the police· l'· pon~. Vv .. ln.t 
did tl1 D police rcporL Ray ten day:3 a£ter­
wan1~ ': The ConuEi~,,,ionPr of Police show 
dc.;rlv aw' <:onclu,ivcly that th.- c:mse of 
death. of DulciP Barcla:- wa.:~ strjchnin", eJlf­
a ~1 Iniiii~te.r, J. The do('tor's certifiv1tc shoy;.·s 
it. and th0 d!cnlist·~ statuuent on the papt..r:S 
:-ho\\.~ that be sold her the regulation dc.Rn of 
<rvchni110. \Yhcthcr that i:"S righ;.., Ol' not i:.-; 
nof for 1110 to diseus::). 

~Ir. SToF:ORD: v,~ill he l~~ prt ,pcutell '( 

Th, HO:\lE SECRETARY: He 
l.K >m:o he sold the regulation du". 
Co!TIHlic: _i n,_ r oi PoEc.• ha.:l rnade a report­
and. :;;.ft. r a 11. wh::tt re nfficerR like :.e C~orn­
.._ni~sicntr of Polic · for--~ hat arc iuspC'ctor:; 
cf polic"' for'? Are .!lot ~\linistlrs and nlern­
bei of Prn·lian1o~t to rcceiYl' their ad· ice in 
mat(> rs of this cl,.,. ri]Jtwn '! 

~~Jr. SrOPFORD: But yon chanJl1 your 
opinion. 

Th0 HO:\IE SEC'RETAHY: CircLlms':ctncco 
alter ea~-,. The hon. rnt1 rnbcr can poso ::s 
a paragon of Yirtne about not changing hi:-; 
opinion. \\'h:tt man in rho world dqes not 
C'hange his opinion on such 1nattcr:3 as this? 

SoYcral 0PrOSITION lvfE:.\lBERS juterjerting, 

The CHAIR~IIA::"<: Order! The Commit­
tee h<tc. been a~king- for an explanation from 
the Mini·cter in charge of the department. 
Hn is trying to mako a most important 
statement, and I mu t ask hon. members on 
my loft to giYe him a chance to make that 
statement. 

Mr. STOPFQRD: Ho refers to me as '·you 
all the timC'. 

The CIIAIR:\L\K : Order ! 
The HOME SECRETARY: 1 was tr·ying 

to exj·lain that the Commissioner of Police, 
after perusing all the r0ports of his offic0,rs, 
recommended to the department that no 
inquiry should be held, as it was a dear case 
of suici<le. Irhpcctor Meldon, who had 
charge of the investigations, also reported to 
th0 department that, in his opinion, it was 
not necessarY to have an open inquiry, 
because it was clearly apparent that she had 
committed suicide of her own accord. 

:l\Ir. BRCJCE: It was neYer proYed that she" 
had enough poison to -do jt. 

·The HOME SECRETARY: After that 
took place, Jli1rs. Barclay, the mother of tho 
girl, came again to me and pleaded that 
thGrc should be no inquiry. I sympathised 
with the woman in her affliction. A couple 
of months previously she had lost a cttarried 
daughter, and now this daughter, Dulcic, had 
committed suicide. and the old ladv herself 
"' appealed to me-I am quib cancfid about 
it-that it went to my very heart-strings to 
sec her in the agony she w.:s in. After that 
I went through the papers, and saw there 
"·ao overwhelming evidence of suicide. I did 
not think of wh tt I had said to the news­
paper reporters-I thought of that mothe1·. 

GOYERN11El\T :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

lion. J. C. Peterson.] 
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The HOME SECRETARY: I did not 
think of what hon. members might say about 
rno. I consider~d that it was a clear case of 
suidcle. :.;nd there \Vas no ground for inquiry, 
and in that I w.;•,s backed Ul) bv the Conmis­
sioncr of Polio? and o;,e -of his -chief 
ins]Jecton. In order to make the position 
clear, so far as the Government was con­
cerned-so that they would not be involved in 
it without knowledge-I took the matter to 
Cabinet, and Cabinet upheld my view that 
thorn 'Yas no ncrc-:sshv for an inouirY. \Ve 
hold no brief for anybody. We ha;·e iwthing 
to hide. So far as <·-•rtain individuals are 
concerned, I do not know them-I never met 
either of them in m.- lif<e-'·ut the broad prin. 
ciples of hur-:anitarianism in the case 
appe,tled to me; I felt that the cvidenc3 
in favour of ~~uiddc was ovorwhelrning, 
and that no inquiry was necessary, 
and therefore (;ame to the conclusion that 
thu·n was nothing olFe to do but ~hange my 
opinion on the n1atter. 

Mr. DuNLOP: \Vhat caus.,d her to commit 
suici(~ ~? 

The HOME SECRETARY: What caused 
the hon. member to get up in this Chamber 
and say he had seen the papers, and that in 
them the police recommended that an 
inquiry should b hPld? I challenge him to 
show one t.ittlo of evidence to show tha,t they 
recommended an inquiry. 

Mr. DuNLOP: I offcr<ed to m·,k,~ a personal 
explan:ttion, and I went to the cl<:>rk of the 
Parliament, and I W'1S ad\ i-cd that it was 
inadvisable. 

The ATTOR:-<EY-GENERAL: You went to the 
police the d<ty after 3'0U challenLed me, and 
you found you '\vere wrong. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

The HOME SECRETARY: No inquiry 
"as r~otl ·d. It is certainly not my province 
to conduct invc ,,tigations. The evidence was 
submittrd to mo, and any reasonable body of 
men would have given the same decision, in 
view of the rep<eo.ted rcquF,ts made by and 
on behalf of that mother. 

Now let us go a little furth<er with the 
matter. Certain clergymen published letters 
in the press, and I asked them to come and 
meet me and discuss the matter. I wanted 
to exwnd to them that courtesv. vVe dis­
cussed the case from various poillts of view. 
I put to them the aspc't which I have alnady 
explainDd to hon. members, and those gentle­
men told me that th<ey sympathi-ed with the 
position in which ·"·e found ourselves over the 
matter, and they went out of the room telling 
me that they v.-ould give me their decision in 
writing. Th<e Attornpy-General, in making 
his reply in the Committee the oth£r night, 
evidently misundor'tood what I had said. 
Thosp revrrend gentlc·nen never on any 
occasion s"id that the\ were against an 
iwmir''· Th0 "·h<>le thine; orcurrPd in this 
way. The National Council of ·women 
approached me and sent me a letter. which 
I refcncd to the Attornev-General. It was 
my mistake in Pxplaining- the matter to the 
Attornev-General-I was not clear enough in 
stot'ng that it was from the ""ational Council 
of Women, and that is where the mistake 
occurred so far as my collEague is concerned. 
I hope the Leader of the Opposition will 
accept mv apology- in that respect. 'The 
National Council of Women approached me, 
and it was they who came to that decision. 
These ladies we,re very interested, and they 

[Hon. J. C. Peterson. 

looked et the matter h-orn all angles-·th, 
danger to young girls in allowing the con­
ditions to continue which led up to this 
oc>CurrcEc ::, the other evils accruing fron1 a 
position such as existed in this case, and so 
on. I di:-cus•,ed the whole n1atter with thc1n, 
and put the n1other's side to then1, and, like 
mothers who sympathise with mothers, th< J 
agreed with my decision. 
In order to show the attitude of the National 
Council of \Vomen, let me read their letter 
o£ 14th October to the Home Department-

" After hearing the report from !':!em­
ber,, of th£· exe<mti~.-e of the National 
Council of \Vorncn of Queensland. who, 
at your re<lUCSt, attended your office on 
Saturda,-, 28th September, to peruse and 
discu~s the ' eYidence' connected ,vith the 
Dulcie Barclay case, the National Coun­
eil of Women is of the opinion that it 
would not be wise to further insist upon 
the holding of an inquiry as requested 
hy them in their letter of 13th Septem­
ber. The National Council of Women 
would, howe,·er, like action to be taken 
to prevent the holding of beauty com­
petitions, as we entirely support youl' 
opinion that winning a beauty competi­
tion was a contributing factor in this 
case. It was therefore resolved at the 
council's meeting, held on t)le 11th 
instant, ' That the Home Secretary be 
adwd to introduce legislation to prevent 
the holding of bPauty competitions, as it 
is considered that the commercialising of 
beauty in such cases has a demoralising 
effect upon the competitors and the com­
munity generally.' 

"vVc feel sure, judging from your sym­
pathetic attitude regarding this matter, 
that you will do your best to persu~de 
your Government to take earlv actwn 
to introduce this desirable legislation, 
thereby granting the request of the 
:\"ational Council of Women of Queens­
land. which council speaks for a large 
section of the women of Queensland.'' 

That is the position so far as those women 
were con<:erncd. As soon as the facts were 
nlaced before them, they agreed that it was 
;,ot neco';sary to hold an inquiry. 

L,et me "o a step furth~r. On the Saturday 
1norning, the sarae day as the reverend 
gentleman met me at my ofli.ce; two reporters 
front the '" Truth " nc\vspaper, wjth seven 
or t·ight other pre.ssrnen, came into n1y office, 
und one of the '·Truth " reporters threw 
a paper on n1y t:::.tblc. aud said. " 1-Iere is a 
dmnand fer an inquiry und2r the 1886 Act." 
The n2me of that man was Mr. J. F. Power. 
Out of th0 "hole community in Queensland 
lhc only twc IWl'mns who ar2 anxir.us that 
an inquiry should be held into t-he death 
of Dulcie Br_rclav are two "Truth" 
reporters. • 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The hon. member for Rock­
hampton, too. 

The HOME SECRETARY' The hon. 
member did not comply with the Act. He 
did not suhmit a demand signed by two 
per~ons eligible under the Act. The two 
" Truth " reporters were enterprising enough 
to do that; and they were quite within the 
law in so doing. As a result of that request, 
the law had to be put into operation. If the 
whole communit'7 is incensed over this 
matter, why was· it left to two reporters of 
that paper to make the demand? I am not 
complaining' about that paper doing it; that 
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;, part of their business. It is part of the 
busine' of a newspaper to get copy. I take 
no umbrage whatever at that. 

I\fr. Dc:;-.;LOP: You said that the whole of 
the community was incensed. Be fair. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: I did not say 
that tlic whole community was incensed. 
\\hat I do say is that the whole community 
Is now interested in this question ; and I 
believe that th,-, best minds in the com­
munitv are anxious to see that the causes 
;v~!ch: l~d ','P to this tragedy are not cap!­
talJS(''i 111 t11e 1ntcresi-~ of any person. It 1s 
a big job to do that. It is a ven easy matter 
t J pa!'.s rc~olution~. " 

~1r. I)CXLOP: In fairnc~'3 io 1ne, tell mo 
nl out t~:o }1ilton trouble. 

'rl ' HO:\IE SECRETARY: In fairness to 
the hon. g ntleman--

}\1r. DtxLOP: Tell us why the girl poisoned 
1 rreelf. 

The IW::\!E SECRETARY: I have tried 
t~J explain tho position. 

;\ i r. D CXLOP : Don't dodge it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: On looking 
t hronr:h th0 fllcs of the department I find 
that there ha.vc been quite a large' number 
of c ·sts of suicitle and violent deaths into 
which no inquiries were held-not the 
")!zhtcst athmpt io hold aJ_J i_nquiry. Why? 
Sunpl · bee~ use the ComrniPswner of Pohce 
and his officers had c0rtifiecl that. therP were 
no suspicio1v circumstance~. 

. ~Mr. D1~:1'LOP: Two wrongs don't make a 
nght. 

Th.c HOME SECRETARY: I ag-ree with 
th '. h01:. member. As to the futuro, I 
b?heve I_t wc;ulcl be .c.af?r and wiser to pro­
nclo le;>;IslaliOn pernnttmg these matters to 
be dealt with bv a tribunal once for all. I 
think it would be wise to institute the svs­
tems in force in ?thor States, but not for fhe 
purpose of sccunng sordid matter and filth 
m ordc'r that the minch of the young people 
o,f the coyntrv may bo poisortcd by it-not 
!nat at :'-11. If I have anythmg to do with 
Jntroducing such a syste1n here I will 
endeavour to 1nake proYiflion that' no indi­
vidual shall capitalise that kind of thir<;. 

::\1r. DUXLOP: Do you think that is >Yhat I 
. am after? ~ 

The HCr:\1'8 SECRETARY : I am not' 
r ·fcrring- to the hou. member at all; I a1n 
:::peaking g.-_ncrally. 

lHr. Dn:LOP: Tell lB about that i\Iilton 
lf'ttcr that madp the girl poison h·?rself and 
~b.out the forh1ight she :;;pent in a ho1lse at 
~vhlton J 

The HO:'·IE SECRETARY: The hon. 
member knows full well that this case is 
~uli)udice. at:d that you. I\Ir. Roberts, \Vould 
pull InP up rf I ationpted to quote anv of 
the m-idcnce. " 

:.h. Por.r.ocK: Hear, heal'! You shouldn't 
ho i:,to the c.-id, nee at nll. 

T The HO~·IE SECRETAHY: That is so. 
~f the hon. member for Rockh,,mpton does 
11ct kn<n~: tho nToc ~duro a.nd will not lis+,~n, 
he will haY~ to be Lught. If I attempted 
to quoto anything in connection with the 
evidence in this case, the Chairman ,, ould 
rul0 me out of Ol'Uer. 

The Le.,clcr of the Opposition complained 
a:hrct I rdus·~ d to m,c• t a deputation from 

the Trades and Labour Council. I can assure 
the hon. gentleman that I had no intention 
whatsoever of being discourteous, and I 
again appeal to hon. members opposite who 
have wait8d on me in deputation to verify 
my statement that I have on many occasions 
gone out· of my way at great personal incon­
venience to myself to meet their personal 
convenience. I quite realise that every hon. 
member has a rig-ht to meet a Minister in 
donutation, and that it is only courtesy on 
the part of a Minister t'o accede to their 
requests. I had only been in office a week 
when the Unemplo.,ed ·workers' Union 
approached me, and. we h.1.d a very long 
conversation on unemployment m,\tters gener~ 
ally. Later on I understand that tho Trades 
and Labour Council met the Premier on the 
Yll'y question that they wanted to see me 
about. \Yhat necessity wae there thon to 
come to me? They did not come to sec me 
fire:; t~1(~y wont to the Pren1ier. 

Mr. HYKES: They might have thought you 
would be more symparhctic. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I endeavour 
to be as sympathetic· as I possibly can. I 
realise to th•: full the trials and trihulations 
of the unemployed and all tlwy have to go 
through; and en long as I hold my present 
position I shall do all that is in my power to 
cncle:tvoqr to be fair and just to c 1cry sec­
tion of the community dc-ervi1 ~ attention. 
I have looked up the matter, and find that 
there has been delay in regard to meeting 
these gentlemen; but I have issued i.lstruc­
;·ions that they were to be met, and I will 
meet them on date to be agreed upon. I 
am verc· sorr:· for thi,~ apparent lack of 
court"sy, which \YUS not meant in :any wpy. 

J'.Ir. W. FoRGAN SMITH: The correspond­
ence shows that there was an unusual delay 
in the replies. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: The hon. 
member knows as well as I do that after 
eyery election, and more particularly after 
a new Government asc<mds to power, there 
i~ a congestion of busiiH :-5S in Gov~rnment 
departments. arcl that delay occurs m deal­
ing v. ith busine,s. \Vhatnv0r delay there has 
been will be oYercome. I shall arrange for 
the deputation to take place, hear what they 
haYo to s-ay, and, if their requests are within 
reason, tr,~ to meet them . 

;y[r_ \V. FORG.IN S~IITH: This letter is 
dated 23rd September, and thev have received 
no reply yet. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
gentleman muct realise, as I interjected when 
he wa;; spo •.king- on Thursdn;'-. that the 
cx-Prc1nier refc., d to meet deputations from 
the un0mplo:ved because. as he stat•~<f. there 
arc times when such ::<~tion i justified in 
order to prevent" stuntjng." The hon. menl­
bor knows perfectly well that the reason for 
thi~ .deputation '''as to prepare a "stunt" 
for the Federal election;;. 

)lr. \V. FORG.\N S}!ITH: 1'\o, no! 

The HO}rE SECRETARY: Stu: '- or no 
shDt. I decided not !o meet them theu. 

;yh. vV. FoRG.IN S·nrE: I did not know 
that, W<lc the objective; I can assure you of 
that. 

'l'lw IIOMJc SECRETARY: Be tbt as it 
ma~·. 1 hope at a. very ec.rly elate that I 
shall be abl,, to meet these gentlemen and 
di'cuss their problems with them. 

Hon. J. C. PeteTson_] 
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The I.eader of the Opposition abo referred 
to the a';olition of the bfe term of imprison­
utcnt and 1 he substitution of a cbtenninate 
~cntcnc0. 

Mr. Vi. FoRG.\~; S'!I1H: I referred to ihc 
question of fixing ,1 detcnninatE~ 3ente11cr. 

The HOME SEGRE'L\JtY: That is one 
of the logacic s lefi, behind bv tlw hon. o·ontlo­
nlall's part,v. Quite a nnmb~er of thing~ haye 
b0cn f:.'lg,-,C'sterl this afternoon bv hon. mern­
bors .opposite Y hi eh they oYidently shc;lvod 
or f--hukcd \Yhen thcv \Yero tlv~ GoYernn1ent. 
Y"t I am wkocl to do ,;-~1 t tho:· no•c;], e(.,d 
1o do. 

I\fr. BHTJCE: That is no n·ason vJ1~ YOtl 
~hould not do it. 

Tl> IIOME SECRETc\RY: Quite so, an cl 
l HI.il 11ot urging it a.s a rer:.-mn. 

Mr. PoLr.O<:'K: You ".re suppc<<'d to be put 
1 hcre to do ihe things we did not do. 

Tho IIOMJ~ SECRETc\RY: Tlwro " 
something in that. 

So fur as the roprosonLttions of the Le.Jder 
o~ the Opl?osi~ion with regard to a mun in 
h1:, o"·n district are ooncorned, I haYo sub­
rmt.tod th.:; matter to Cabinet. It is not the 
Pasiest tlnwr t? let prisoners out of gaol. 
V<•ry properly ]utlges have to be consiclor0cl. 
~n the ca~e-;; Lrought forward I haYe already 
t .. ~h:~n nctron, a1~d hop(~ to subn1it rccornnleJl­
datron.s to Cdnnot "hioh I feel '"ill 11wet 
the Wishes of the lion. mPmhcr. 
. !he .~1_on. 1ner~1bcr for \Yarreg? n1ade a Yery 
Hlter~ ..,_ 1ng spe, eh on tho que"'-tlon of health. 
lie cL:"' eel up c!oficiencic.; of the past and 
sugge,ted rem<JJos for the future. I shall 
<:ortainly inquire in~o the case rai'CJ by him 
··oncormng the shire of Adavale and its 
water supply, and, if it is possible for the 
doparn,wnt t'? meet th,, hon. gentleman's 
WJsh< .'' that WJII be dmw. The hon. mmnber 
replytng to an interjection, shted that the: 
resid~nts_ jn that .district. ha_cl been suffering 
for e;Ix .Jf'ar.s., dun.ng vll11ch thf.:y haYe passed 
through troublous drought conditions. N 0 
doubt. that experience has <'mphasisecl t lw 
n,ecessity f01: an adequate ,_·at~r supply, and, 
'• the quest.wn of finance, whJCh must nec0s­
s,.nly be mvolYed, can be onTconw the 
111 a ttc•r 'vill be rem edi cd. ' ~ 

T!w" metropolitan mill~ SL!pply- ')m! the 
oUbJCOo of ,,rJulte.'atcd milk generalq, C<LilH' 

up for cocnwnt from the hon. member for 
Barcoo. lion. rnemb2rs, of course, rea1isp 
the importance of t-his problem ,_·hi eh affec·t · 
not only Bri~bane 1-.ut oth0r cit'ics and townR ~ 
At the present time 11c definite ,chome ha~ 
been formulatc<,l by the Bri»lmne Cih- Coun­
cil in" this conn._dion; and it may be nec<'s· 
s:try tor tho Government ut an Parlv date to 
ia.ke steps to brin~ about some f\·,t< 'n of 
milk ~istribution thruug·hout the mot'ropolitau 
area 1n order to cnsnrP a uniforrn :npnl v 
of pure m~1k and rnini111i·,0 tl!c possibil'it;, 
of adu1tt~r"_tion. ~ 

:\fr. ,-,;, ..... FoP..GA~ s~nTH: Tlu'r<: nn~ thrPQ 
difforenc au<horities, which is one of the 
difficulties. 

The HOJ\;E SECPKL\RY: Yes. thcPe 
~.-hou1d be eo~orcEnation of authoriti"'S on this 
1n1portant mattnr. I tnjr:;ht 111ention that thu 
liea.Ith De part1n0nt ha,, f_,lreadv bct'll n1cvin-c.r 
Fdi1 ely in dealing with delinquent. miLk 
vc,ndore. I haye euthorised tlw O':P nditure 
9-f n1o .tey for motor c~r (crvi,::r.- so tha~ t. 
mspectwns may be extended. 
. A large number of t<'sts have been made 
m regard to the milk supply to ascertain 
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if there is any clanger of tho bacilli of tuber­
culo;,is being pre;.ent in our milk supply; 
and in (very case, I atn p1cased to report, the 

result has been negativ,•, chow­
[7 p.m.] ing that, no matter wlmt may 

be tbtc condition of the milk 
mpply in other part, of the world or in 
the other States, so fo.r as we hrwe gono up 
to the present wo have D. pure milk supplv, 
not -nnly in Brisbrine, but in other tov:ns In 
Queensland from that point of yiew, which 
1:;; ono o£ the most dangerous points of our 
infant life. Consequently. I think the Go­
,~c·rnrnerLt a re dcsr rving of credit for taking 
;teps in this direction. The ~dome Depart­
,,,ont intends to pursue that policy, and to 
see thr-.t, as far as possible, tho children and 
adults of the State ar•' supplied with the 
rmost milk possible. 

The hon. n1ember for Barcoo gave a. very 
r,ood argument as to why we should have 
scaled milk cans. Certainly it looks good on 
the face of it; but a so aloe! milk r.~n test has 
been tried out; all(] this is what has occurred 
itJ that connection. I am credibly informed by 
officers in the Health Department that cases 
have br en brought under their notice where 
cmplo?Cc'>S, in distributing the milk, as soon 
as the sealer! can is half empty, take the 
ea n to a tap and allow water to ·rnn in 
"~ith the ean upside down. H will, there­
fo:·c, be seen what a difficult matter it is to 
<lea! "ith milk adulteration. I unhesi­
tu.tingly "'Y that the penalties should be 
greater than haYe been inflicted in the past. 
Some magistrates take a very severe view of 
<eclulter".tion, while otlwrs tak0 a lenient 
view. In the near future an Act should be 
deYised 'mtting out ::pecifi{' penalties, "\vhich 
~hould be very high in order to protect the 
health of the community. The department 
is a-cting ou those Jines, and v: .. 0 shalJ do our 
best within our means to secure a pure milk 
'upply. However, it is gratifying t-, learn 
from th0 e!fm:ts of tho Healih D:opartment 
that we h;no as pure a milk supply <es we 
ha.Yc. It is a grand thing to know t.hat, so 
far as tests have gone, there is an absence of 
tuben ulosis bacilli. That in itself is the 
cause for rnuch congratulation, and, if I arn 
eparccl to Jiyc till the next discussi01o. of 
these E-,timatcs, I hope "'" shall be able 
clcfir,itcly to pro,·e, as far cts the Brisbane 
supply at anv rate is concerned. that house­
lwlclers and other" need not. be worried on 
1l1at .'3UJrP. 

The lwn. member for Barcoo put forward a 
YC'l'Y good <(ontention, and ho asked in con­
junction with maternit:· hoepit.als that therG 
,ivuld be a nurso qualified in pre-natal and 
post-no:tal cbstetricc<. That is a yery good 
idea. \Vith that end in view, maternity 
11ursr · arc now called upon to qualify in that 
dirc(;~-ion: and. as acancies ~•ermit, those 
\\·ho r-o · i· to 'nntcrnity hospit~ls Y:ill be 
qnalificd in thi,; Ycrv important work. It is 
]'(·markable that in 'tinws gone by, although 
a nurso m,,v haYC been rt cotnnf~Lent 1nid­
,,-ifc. she m1cht know absolutelv' nothing as 
to hoW to J'Car [t delic:,tP baby; and any· 
thing we can do in that cliL'0ction will be 
d0110. 

:\h. \V. FORG.\X Smrn: That system is 
alrcacJy in operation. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I kno'' it is; 
but I ;va.;: referring io tho hon. 1nen1ber's 
i1npression that it ,, as not in 011eration. \Ve 
a, 2 g-oing to follow the lim ·.,laid down by the 
pr ~vious Home Secretary. I think it is a 
t·ery pod thing, and ! shall carry it out. 
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The hon. mernb~r for 'l'ownsville referred 
to the report on child '<:olfm·c. I am suro 
that those of ns who have read that report 
are pleased that the crusade for child wel­
fare in Queensland has made for a better 
condition of child life in th:. different homts 
hen;-. \Ye hope as tirne goes on to an1plify 
the :system, and to ha vc Queensland in tho 
proud position of having the lmwst child 
n1ort·1lity in Hw Corninoinn alth. 

The hon. m' mber for Towmville "'keel that 
transfers should be arranged for old people 
at Dunwich to the Eventide Horn'' in the 
North. The other 'hv I "·as at Dunwich, 
and saw an old man <lvinf(' in bed. Mam· 
hen. rnemhers knovv hiul; his name i~ Peter 
Aldridge, and he "-i -hcs to be sent up to th'e 
Eventide Home in Charters Towers. He was 
anxious to get homo to the K orth rw<w tllP 
fields <where he worked in days gone by. I 
unclerst·md 'that the Eventide Homo is capable 
of hou,ing from 100 to 150 people, and at the 
present time thoro are only about thirty or 
forty who have applic•d to get into the home. 
That home was ec.tablished by the late Home 
Secretary, to w horn it iR a n1onu1nent, 
for the purpo"e of housing the aged people 
north of Town"villo. All I can say is that, 
if the aged people of the ~orth do not take 
advantage of that Eventide Home, th<>n the 
door is open for others from Dunwioh and 
other places to be transferred if they desire 
to p-et up to that centre. Hon. memhers will 
reali~e that. being a purely Xorthern honF', 
in following on the lines of the 0x-Home 
Secretary we should endeavour to place as 
many as possible there from the North. I 
understand thc·v s<ruck a line north from 
Townsville. · 

Mr. WELLIKGTOK: Mackay. 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: If the ag-Nl 
voplc in the North do not wish to avail 
tremsclv' of the opportunity, we shall have 
to accede to the wishes of the hon. member 
for Townsvillc and other hon. members \dlO 
huYe f'}loken in a Bhnilar strain. 

The hon. member also referred to the 
remo,·al of certain people from hospital 
boanls. He ought to know that those gentle­
men who have been remm·ed from the hos­
pital boards should have resigned, anJ quite 
a number did resign on their own account. 
They recognir-ed that they were appointed as 
represent·1tives of the Government, so they 
resigned. By no stretch of imagination 
could the hon. member s.ty that the gentle­
n 'n v·hom ho Jllentionecl represent th- policy 
of this l'uh so far as ho;,pitals are con­
cerned. 

Mr. HY:-;E,'\: But they ,vere doing the work 
on the bond. As a matter o£ fact, one was 
chairman of the Towns.-ille Hospital Board. 

The liOl\lE SECRETARY: I am not com­
phining about that at all. All I sa,- is that 
the Hospit Js Act specifically provides for a 
ceria in nurn 11er of GoYernnlcnt reprcscnta­
tiYP'i--uot Opr·osition roprl:3entativE ~~there 
i · no provi,;OI, in the Act for that at all. 
On :no occasic.a havE' hon. m 1nbcrs opposite 
non1jn ,+,_:_.d 0110 sHpport' l' of this party on a 
hos;1it,·l be ;rd. 

Mr. STOPFORD: \Vas tlw late :Y1aurice B.·ld­
\Yin ._, supporter of this Gov~rnn1cnt? 

The HOME SECRETARY: In reply to 
the ex-Homo SQeretary, no other hon. mem­
ber on this side has any knowledge that Mr. 
Baldwin had any connection with this party. 
When the hon. gentleman was in office he 

did Jtot accr-1n llotninatiou fr01n any en1b' e 
o~ this party. 

l\1r. I-iYNES: Sou1e of thcn1 w:::ro Govel.·ll­
rncnt cmplo' ccc. It "a', the rn ,ctice of tho 
Uon_"lT:nent to G.·1noiut thP pohcc nl.agrs­
tratc, if PD'"'"iblC' ~rfhe 11ast Goy.--rn:1-;: ~lt hr;d 
~lr. Bvrne reprC'sr nting thenl on the ho_trd 1n 
To,,-1-'-"Yille for rnany year:-.. 

The IIO~.fi~ ~ECRE'TARY: All I can ,;1' 

i."' that thr' G-;-yerl1111eni ,vi~h to -~e the 
hc9pital policy -:-nccccd. \Vc are go!ng to 
fonnulate a lJE.'"\1. 11oliC'y; an(l we clarn1 thn 
rigj1t to appoint n--, our r_cprc::::Pn~·LtiYE'S rncu 
who will upholcl our pohcY. vi c mrtko no 
apology foe doing that. 

:\fr. SfOPFORD: That is all right in th~o 
ca~0 of a JH'"\V nutn. 

The HOME SECRETARY: In cwr:v uw 
all nominations mad<' to a. hospital boarcl 
in i ho tirnA of the la to Go,·ernment-and I 
have the Ji.,,, h<re-ycerc made on the recom­
mendation of hon. members opposite. 

Mr. FoLEY: \Yhere is this policy going 10 

kad? 
:Mr. l\IAXWELL: V'.'herc did it lead you 

people? 
The HO::YIE SJI:CRETAH Y: I rdn glad of 

1hat interjection. So f'lr as w~ are con~ 
cerued, it is going to lead to tlus-that we 
shall have men \vho support our pohcy on 
the board,. because "e are rr sponsible. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Ie the Hospitals Act yolll 
policy? 

'The CHAIRM.\:N' : Order : I mus~ ask 
ihe l\iinistc1~ not to take so n1uch notice of 
int• rjPc-!-ions: and I u·~k })on. rnc1nbers on 
mv left not to interject. The rccply .of thr• 
:Ylinister i" reallv being converted m to " 
reply to interjectiom, and not to the speeche' 
of hon. members. 

The JIO:YIE SECRETARY: The next 
matter to which I wieh to rekr is the ques­
t ion of sep;regating mEmtally defici.ent chil­
dt'en. 'rhe hon. member for Kurrlpa, the 
hon. member for Bulirnba, and several hon. 
membe1 , on this sidr~ of the Cham her haY<' 
r·xprer,sed them dyes as in fayour of a home 
foi· mental deficient:'. It is a matter of 
Yital interest to this Stat<,, l am afrmd. 
however, tbat very f::-w JlH'!n.bcrs _of the 
Committee re.,Jisc the cou,htiO!l'· ll1 ouy 
, q·lums at the present moment. They far! 
io, visuali"~ the state of affairs at a _place 
like Dunwich. "]pre people go in thmr old 
ilf:C, and \VlH'l'O tho~e \VhO ~rG lllentally 
defieiE.,nt h,t ve been kept clunng the 11ast. 
fourteen ycars--

~.11'. STOPFORD: Before that, too ! 

The HO:'dE SECRETARY: Ncyer 1~ind 
that. I claim th t in the prosperous trmes 
which occurred during the la~t fourteen 
vears the question of mental deGctenb; should 
ha vo be0·1 dealt with. 

~,Ir. STOPFORD: \Vhy did you not VOICe it 
w he"'l. you -,yci·c enTer th~rc before? 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: \Yhy did [ 
not voice jt? .A yoico crying in th-:- ,.,Tilder­
n,-_~3 1 The hr·11. rne-Inb_r is a hurnane 1nan) 
"'.xho---·-. achnini.::trnt~on in rnan:. C'CC<;;"C3 ha& 
,hov;n him to be EytnpaflJ~tic; yet he got 
up in this Chamber this aft rnoon and a~ked 
ihat montai ddlcic ut, should he prov1ded 
with homes! \Ve have to realiroe that we have 
been handed dm·:n a legacy by our pre­
deccc,sors. \Ye propose to tackle the subject 
at the right time; but I ask hon. members 
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1064 Supplt'• [AE'SEMBLY.J Supply. 

if it is a fair thing that down awongst 
tlK"e old peoplf' at Dunwich there should 
be housed blacks, Chine.5e, all claJses of 
eoloured p":::ople, and monb:tl deficients in 
adtlition. I am wholly in accord with the 
views of deputations that haye waited on 
my_,celf and the Government generally and 
asked us to establish a home for mental 
deficicnts where they m a v be treated and 
se~rcga: cd. I hope· the hon. member ·will 
help me to bring about that result; but, 
just as tl e hon. member rightly said thr.t. 
hn ,,.af, always up ag·a:in · t a TTea;:;urer in 
his ovvn r\dmini?Jtr.:.,tion, so are I11e1nbers on 
n·is side up against a Trcpsurer-not becanso 
he is a hostile Trc~_surer, but because he is 

Treasurer who cmnot giYe them £50,000 
when he has only £20"000. The poo>ition 
finr,ncially is acuh·, but I shall do my utmost. 

I fc,ol conviiHPd that the Government will 
do th"ir utmost to establish a home for 
n1ent tl deficie:r;.ts as soon as the financial 
pr-sition becomes easier. When hon. mem­
t: ,·s propose: the Establishment of such a 
borne, it is well to reflect for a moment, 
and to realise t.hc· causes that operate ren· 
dering- such a home necessary. Reflect for 
a moment on the mental wrecks housed 
i"1 oul' as_\Tlums, and the men and vv-omen 
reduced t~ a state of degradation-almost 
lower than animals-conditions that prevail 
in different parts of the State. When we 
conside11 the f'~tablishment of a home for 
nlcLtal defirient-,, we must realise the circum­
stan<,, operating in the direction of con1· 
PL l!ing the est: bli"-hment of such an institu­
tion; W•' must probe the problem to the 
"bottom if we are to solve it. 

Mr. STOP?ORD: Where is all this capital 
tiLt was to c"Jme into this State on the 
eJection of your GoYern1nent? 

The HOME SECHETARY: Wh,cre is all 
this capital ! Four months in office ! Tho 
Ln hour Party \vero in power for fourteen 
ybrs, and established a record in the crea­
tion of unemployment in Oueensland. If 
our Government aro not able to show a 
bet Ler record after a period of three years, 
then, as the hon. member for Bowen has 
stat.ed, we deserve to f_.;~o out. 

Mr. vV. FORGAN S~IITH: You will, too. 

The HO:Y1E SECRETARY: Then we shall 
h:_ye to accept the pr-;ition. The problen1 
of the mental deficient has exercised the 
~rcHt n1eCHc,, l n1inds of the world, and. speak­
mg as a layman, the onl:<· way in which vvc 
c~n solve the probkm is to deal with the 
cause that lead up to it. \Yhat are the 
'-''•~'~('C~? I r11ako the solemn statement that, 
unless y·t' can grapple .successfully with th.e 
vec::real di.,ease problem, \Ye arc not goin_g 
to achieve the success a:nticipa-i-r~d by the 
( vtablishmcnt of a home for mental 
ddlcicnts. 

'\_:r. IkNLOP: \.\'hat about nn amendment 
of the marria~·c laws? 

TL~ HO',IE SF.CRET~~RY: I am not 
rdcrring to that just now. This matter 
should be eonsitlrcred in conjunction with 
Lhr, Health De,,artnPnt. At an e, rly date 
we shonld rnake it compulsory that every ba.:y 
and every girl on leaving school, or perhaps 
at a little later stage. should receive " 
tLorough training in sex hygiene at the hands 
of medical officers. At the present tirn e 
the 'e mfltters are treated with <"ontem.pt ; 
they are kept under coyer rnd approached 
in a n_anner which indicates that they should 
bo hushed up. Hon. membHs should realise 
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the po,ition presf'nted by our asylums and 
b·; the menLdlv deficient. If wo are to safe­
g~ard the mei1tal faculties and the health 
of the children in the future, then we shall 
have to realise our responsibility, and '!ot 
b~ content with the preunt smug hypoe~Isy 
in connectiou with matte1·s of this kmd. 
Lurislation should bo introduced. vVe have 

·~nat problem before us in the saving of 
people horn Jiyes of mental angmsh such 
a'l we 'vitness in all our asylums to-day. 
Action should be taken by the Government 
;_--, c ,u·ly as possible; and a start ~vill be 
made along those lines by the "tabhshment 

· o' a homo for mental deficients. 
l\Ir. Srof'FORD: You should tr;· to redeem 

yocrr promises to the mentally efficient. 

The HO~·!E SECRETARY: Our promisee 
will be re rlemned in accord mce with the 
polirv of the Goyernment" "nd 'd1on we 
reqni~ro th~~ adviee of the hon. gentlen1an h;_, 
,, ill be o!lcd in. 

Th<J next subject I cltsire to deal wit~ is 
that of the appointment of women police. 
That is a subject that has agit rted the 
minds of social worker; wbo have taken 
a keen intl'rest in the matter. The matter 
wa,; ref.:nccl to this afternoon by the hon. 
mcmb0r for Bulimba. A deputation waited 
upon m"c in conne,"tion with the matter; bu~. 
unfortunab'lv the Government found It 
nee~ 5ary to' turn down the propoeal on 
accmmt 'of financio l stringency; but that does 
not indinte that the subject will be ~ntirel;v 
forgotten. J'\o doubc, when the financ.Ial posi· 
t'on improves, the GovNnment Will ta.ke 
steps to try out the syst.em of women, poh?e 
in Queensland. There 1s no doubt chat m 
ccrt~_:.in cir-cumstances won1en police . are of 
greater adyantage than male p_ohcemen. 
Howevr:r, we can deal with the subJeCt when 
the occasion arise·,· 

In reply to the charges ma~e hy the hon. 
member for Roekhampton agamst the Under 
s, ,,ret;try of tho department, I endorse 
thorou,;hly the Yiews expressed by the ex~ 
Homo Secrctarv the hon. member for JYiount 
l\Ioq:;,m. I ha ~c known Mr. Gall for the 
past "fifteen vears. I can honestly endorse 
th;. re'narks "made bv the hon. memher for 
Mount Morgau ""lth regard to that 
gentleman. 

::VIr. DUNLOP: Do you endorse the tone of 
that letter? 

The HOME SECRETAHY: I will take 
the re'ponsibilit,;: when it comc3 to me. I 
am not going to shirk this matter, n~r am I 
going to permit tho hon. Inm!lber . to tr~a.t 
the officers of mv department w1th drsrespect. 

;\Ir, DcXLOP: I did nor qu: '.tion his ability 
at all. 

'I'he HOME SECREL\RY: The hon. 
m"" mber for Hockhampton wrote a very 
impertinent letter addrr•",,ed to" me reflecting 
on the officer concerner1 and the rotten state 
of affairs e-cistin,tr, in the dcpartmP'It. In 
order to get at tho truth of the matter-, I 
h. d nothing else to do but submit the letter 
to the Under Secretary. The l:nder Secre· 
"cHY made a reply, and he asked me to send 
that reply to the hon. member for R?ck­
h:nnpton, who, because he got back a httle 
~1_1re than he barg·_11ned for, is no\Y squeal­
IIL~. 

Mr. DuNLOP: T gave him a Rolancl for 
hi" Oliver. 

The HOME SECRETARY: So far as I 
am concerred. I want the hon. membu for 
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Rockhampton to understand that, although 
he may brag and boast that he can bluff 
people, he cannot bluff me. If he wants to 
quarrel with my officers and insult them, 
then I am g-oing to stand by them. 

Mr. DccNLOP: Do you endorse the tone or 
that letter? 

The HO:\fE SECRETARY: If the hon. 
member for Rockhampton is going to take 
up the shnd in thi" C11amber--

Mr. DLNLOP: I am prepared to take it up 
cutside '' ith you. 

The HO::VIE SECRETARY: The hon. 
member for Rockhamnion is not worth it. 
The hon. nwmber invited the reply he 
rec•.ived from the Under Secretary, and, 
having asked for wh.tt he received, he must 
put up with it. 

An OPPOSITION ME:1!BER: He will want a 
,doctor •·.oon. 

Tho HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
memb•r for Illerthyr referr, d to the use of 
arsenate of lead which is being used as a 
spre.y on ~-<hbages that are being supplied 
to the public through our markets. The 
Health Department has been very vigilant 
in this matter. It has caused the confisca­
tion of a 'cry large number of cabbagu 
during the !&st five months. Indeed, the 
officers of thc,.t departm nt have been Vd'J 

r•ctive. I quite ag-ree with the hon. member 
th;ct there should be some prohibition of tho 
use of arseutte of It· ld on vegetables sup­
plied to the people, and, if there is no power 
to pwhibit it, nower must be :·•Jught. \Ve 
t.:mnot risk the' livcg of p'onk because of 
some de ire to get rid of a fe" c,·.terpillars 
ctnd slugs. 

Mr. \V. FORGAN S:mTH: There are some 
regulations dealing with the matter in the 
Department of Agriculture. You can amend 
those regulations if they do not assist you 
now to deal with the position. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Does the hen. 
gentleman infer that the Health Department 
has one job to do, anrl at the same time the 
Department of Agriculttnc• advises farmers 
how to get rid of slugs e.nd snai'' by the use 
of arsc·nate of lead? 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: No. They have 
no powor to use a 1nixture above a certain 
standard. It all depends at what stage of 
growth the mixture is ue cd. 

Tho HOME SECRETARY: I have seen 
atro0ious abuse of the use of arsrmate of 
lead, and, were it not for the vicilance of 
the Health Denartment, there \;·ould be 
sorry tales to tell. 

The hon. memb0r for Keppol advocakd 
ihe establi hment of a home in Rockhampton 
for the ag-ed, and sugge ,ted that the bnild­
in_- s no1.v u,,ed a_~ a women's ho;pital, but 
which is bein"' vaL ated, ·.hould be used for 
the pur"o,e. I agr,·o with the polic:: of 
dec0n~ra1isution in rog-ard to the care of the 
aged. The hon. wembor for J\Iount I>Iorgan, 
when Homc; 6~cr0ta:·v, c·tablished the Even­
tide I-Imne .__:: Ch.1,rtcr& Tov,.· _rs, '-vhich ·was a 
stop in that direction. I hop-e thrtt, as soon 
as the fiLances nermit, the C ·bin et will a• ree 
to .he E''t .blishment of a home for the ;ged 
in Rockhampton. 

~\f!~. STOPFORD: You should al~.o consider 
the building of a ham~ for the incurables in 
Rockhampton. 

'l'!1e HOME SECRETARY: That is a 
Buggestion wJrthy of consideration. Such a 

l:milding would obviate transferring incur­
abies from the Central district to the Dia­
mantina Hospital in Brisbane. 

J\fr. STOPFORD: You have a wonderful 
benevolent society in Rockhampton. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is 
another aspect in connection with our aged 
that could be considered. There is no doubt 
that the Cent ·a! dictrict is entitled to such 
a home, and I hope that, as soor as finances 
permit-I fed confident-the Government will 
do the fair thing. 

The hon. member for Mount Morgan 
>~·ante d to lmo .,· th•· expenditure o_. relief 
durin;:: this fmancial yeu. Between 30th 
June and 30th Scntembu between £27,000 
and :S30 000 "" ·· sp•:nt in relief. That sum 
·will be con~iderably augrnented fro1n time to 
time in order to meet the exigencies of the 
case. 

With rtc: ard tD the information sought 
conccr111ng- hospitals and " Golde~1 OaEkPt " 
funds, I c11nnot provide the p11rt1culars off­
hand. hut "ill furnish the information before 
tho Estimate" of the department go through. 

The hon. member for Toowoomba referred 
to the powm Df the Health Department over 
the hnlth inspectors \Ve are prepa~ed to 
Live rcasonablP conr:,iderahon to the clnuns of 
the local authorities in 1his matter, and hope 
that anv difficulties that exist in thi• direc· 
tion ma·y he overcome. In consultation with 
the depart!JJental officers we hope to come to 
a decision that will meet with the w1shes of 
not only the Government, but of the local 
authorities conc0rned. 

The hL.tlth laws concerning mos~uitoes 
and :-,;nitary arrangements w2re referred to 
bv the hon. member for Qucent-0n. So far 
a~ the Health "~et permits, every avenue 
will be explored to see that these matte:s 
are :tttend"J to. I hope that the pablrc 
generally will realise that they, too, have 
responsibilities, because in this matter of 
mosquito eradication there is too much depen­
dence upon Government dep::trt1nents. 

Mr. KIR•!:AN: Local authorities are the 
wor;.t offr:·1ders. They may neglect tc> d~al 
·with a swamp under their control whilst 
at the same time they insist on householders 
scremiing their tanks. 

The HOME SECRETAHY: I agree with 
the hon. member that thd may happen; 
but ;,t the 'ame time the people should see 
tu it that the problem j, dl,llt with by th.eir 
particular council. Afbr r ll, the question 
i '· not one for th? Home Depcutm,,nt alone, 
but ehould be grappled with seriously by 
councils eoncerne'l. in ordC?r that progress 
may he registered in the work of mosquit? 
er _cdicaUon, and to soe also that the sani­
buy laws are rigidly adhered to. 

Revertin~ to tl. e matter of tho Eventide 
.Home in order to reply to the hon. member 
for 0w ,?n1 on, we shall do our best to see 
thn.t the acrccl at Dunwich who desire to get 
l o Chm·(c' .';; Tow . .n-s a re consiuered in their 
tu,·n after than in the North &re accom­
modated. 

As the cli 'cussion proceerls no ~oubt hr;m. 
rnembers "·ill de ,ire more information, winch 
I shall be pleased tc ,;ivo e-n the subsequent 
vokl. 

Mr. W. F(;RG \N S~liTH (ilfacka11): I 
'""as int :rc:;tr•d to hoar th1; lVlinistor's c·xplana­
i ion r•?o:arding the iHquiry into the Bare! ay 
case. It appears that the hon. g€'ntleman 
first spoke without thinking, and that, after 

ll1r. Smith.] 
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thinking, he clecicl:.cl to take cli,:erent action. 
If his e;:pLnL)_tion n1~.:.ans anything, jt means 
ihat. 'J h pomt, however, tha' has emerged 
from the ,.,-hole businesJ is that the Govern­
nu:Ht should seriousJv consickr the ad-visa­
bilitY of amending the law w tlut those 
,ituati•ms will not again de\·elop. 

I am glad to Inte that th- ::'IIinistcr, after 
lvlkir" up the rorrespondonro in the matter 
};L:s ~,-·Pn that there has been a certain over~ 
f:jght in regard io tho corrC·]londcnce frorn 
the Trades and L.tbour Council >tncl that 
ho will receive a dcput<,tion fron{ tbat boc[·. 
ulong Lte lines that are asked for. • 

11y pri1~cil?al rca~on, ho\VCYcr, for rl--ing 
to spe«k IS m regard to the extraordinan 
"tatement ihat the Minister made in regarZl 
to hospital administration in this State. ·The 
hon. gcntlcm.m stated definiteh- that he 
intends to introduce a new hosJoital policy 
into Queensland. We shall <lea! with that 
polics when it comp·. ],eforo the Chamber 
but for the present I \nmld remind the hon: 
gentleman that, if he thinks he can intro­
duce a policy rdating to the hospitals of 
Quecn,lanJ ancl run them through his par­
ticular political organi>Itions. he is making 
" departure that no State in Australia has 
eYET 1nade. 

;Mr. ::i-lAXWELL: He neYor >tud that. 

Mr. \Y. JTORGAN SMITH: Hospitals are 
t h( concern of the whole people. They arc 
institutions provided for si<·k, the injured, 
a_nd the. c\Istressed; and no question of poli­
hcal opunons should <<ntf'r into their adminis­
tration. 

"When Yacancics fall due on these boards I 
can _understan~l the GoY•'rmnent appointing 
d stntablc nonune0 on the recomrnendation of 
the local member. There i' nothing \n·onl·· 

with that at all. provided the,· 
[7.30 p.m.] are prepared and have the r·ap;;. 
. . . _city to carry out their l'( ..;ponsi­

Lihbes on those ,hoard:'; but if tlu=- ~1inistcr:s 
\Yards mean anything at all. they m0an that 
he inten~s to introdur·c a hospital policy, und 
the nommees on these boards "·ill be nomi­
nees taken from the political part.r that ho 
repre,;c'nt~. I want tJ tak~ this orportunitv 
of serious!~ warnl!~g hi~n _ag,tir~st adoptin~ 
such a pohcv. ':V here r~ 1t o·on1n· to end ·1 

That is the 'real questio11. If th;;' Ministe;· 
is prepared to take up this line of aciivih. 
how fur does he propofor~ to go ~\ ith it? He 
has just enunciated a. linn of adiYitv that is 
alien to tlw administration of the la;,. of this 
country, or any part of the Iiritish ElH})irl'. 

IIe has PtHnlciat:-d candidly anrl cnllouf'lv 
the Ta1n1nan)· go~p· l of tho l_~nitcd Stntos ~f 
•• the :::.poiL-; to the yjctors .. , In efl't· .t., he 
say· that n 11 bodies of pnlJlic or semi-public 
character ;;hall he oppoiutcd frmn the llOnli­
ner•; of his poljtic J pa~·t~.. In f'Olnc c.~:3t:s it 
hn-J be--n done l-.,=-'£ore no\·:, l1ot.L in thi:3 a~~cl 
In thP other s~ ~.r-- .) but it jc;: the f-jy-.t tln!f) 
that I. haYC he .rd any j\fin]~'"''l' rise j"1 hj~ 
place 111 this I1ou:"c r- nd say 1 hnt he inh __ •nd~ 
1n fntur_- to fldoDt i-h"-: :loliC'y of "thr• Slloi]s 
to the victors" ~nd n policy of hospit·1l <:>on~ 
i-rol b_,~ the political norninrrs of hiB IHtrt::;. 

The Iio:-.:m St:CRETAld~: That j, what ~·our 
GoYernm _nt did. 

::'IIr. I,Y. l'ORGAX S::\IJTH: T" he thinb 
he -can run the pubHC' institutions of this 
Stat: b,,- people \Y~o are politi< ,,j nominees 
he ohl,o tr; the .orgam·,ed -,;·o~kers of this St "te. 
then ne.'" g?mg to m<' et with a great dea 1 of 
trr;mhle m lus future adminietration. He has 
said that the past Govornmenf did these 

[Mr. Smith. 

,hings. I can call io my n1en1ory 1nany cam-· 
mitt .es :<ppointed by the !a-t Government. 
\Yhat hccppcmed in connection with the· 
Childrc:1's Hospital in Brish~n0? For years 
the Children', HospiLI and the General Hos­
pital in Brjs>;uw \YC're a disgrace t-J tno capi~ 
tal citv 0f the S. •tte. 'l'he:v \YCre continuallY 
ehort ~f the ne,oss.lrv funds to carr·. on tb'o 
' ork of these instit,itions. They could not 
gPt n1onf'y: ihc buildings ·were ill-equipped; 
nncl AYrr;·thiuu; left very much to b~~ df'sired. 
\t on llcriod thP con1n1itte0, resigned, and 

1he _ l~mne Sc'--rctary of the day, :\1r. 
::\TcCorn; lf'k. had to appoint a cornlnit.tc;:', 
Did the < Jllllnittete that ""' appointed to 
take charge of the hospital until i; was 
boarded consi t of political partisans? I do· 
not ·nppose there were more than two sup­
port•·rs of the Labour Party on that com­
Inittec. The n10n:ber~ ·were chosen from n1cn 
~nrl wumen who had at heort work of this 
kiJ,cl-pnblic-spirikd men and women who­
We're prepared to do their bit in the 
interests of the unfortunate children who 
had to be treated in that institution. Only 
n11 hon. member with a heart of stone 
r 0uld t-hink of running tlwse institutions on a 
political basis. I ha Ye been over the 
Chilclrc>n's Hospital, but I have not been able 
tn p;o through the whole building on one 
visit. Ono wurd i~ enough for any 1nan who 
is sympathetic. The hon. member for Too­
\Yong; was one 1ncn1ber of that committee. 
I wish to raise an cwphatic [Eotest against 
the politicnl wntrol of the hospitals. Hos­
pitals arc intm1ded for the sick und injured 
JJ1en1bor~ of the co1nmunitv: and the comw 
mitiee should be comnoeed of people who are 
"·illing to gh-e their time in that noble, 
serYiC'e to the communit-v. Where vacancies 
oceur on t. hospital board, or any other 
hoard. in regard to the Government repre­
s~ntatiYos, I do not object at ull to the 
:Ylinister of the day asking the member for 
the district who arc snibthle persons to fill 
those vacancies; but tho idea that, for no, 
rPasons at all other than political reasons, 
the Gon'rnnEmt. should ruthlessly gazette 
these committees out and put in political 
nominees of their own is a form of callous 
conduct that I will oppose so long as I am a 
member of this Parliament. 

The HOl\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson, "Yonnanby): I am amused at the· 
mock sinccritv of the hon. member. I shall 
show this hoi1. member who is opposed to 
what he calL; political influence on hospital 
committees \Yhat has been done in the past 
bv his ov·n GoYernment. I shall read out a 
list of Government representatives on hos­
pit&l committee-, and I challenge the hon. 
n1C'rr1ber to '1ay th0:· arc not partisans b;Jong~ 
iHg· to J1is party. 

nir. IV. FoRGAX S)!lTH: Can YOU show 
IYhero \\C' .s;_t:t':'ttt1 d 1nen out for~ political 
reasons? That is wbat I say you are doing. 

The liO::'Im SECRETARY: Thi' >traight 
gt:: t lnnan proposes to stand for \V hat he 
\"'alJ-; frr:r::~don1 of political opinion in these 
imtitutioLo. \Vh:c. I am nnly following out 
ihe dictum Lid clmn1 by himself ! 

:'.Ir. 1';. Fon:-J.IX S'llTH: You ar" not. Vfe 
never g. ?.c·ited any one out for political 
r-=-a~ons. 

The HO:'.lE SECRETARY: The hon. 
member knows as well as I do that the 
I-Io~pitflls Act provides for i·epresentativns 
of the Government-not of his party. The 
Act specifically mentions representatives of 
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the GoY._Tll ·,1C'1Jt. The hon. n1':1ubcrs knnv,-~ 
that as well U-' I do. Did he cast his eYe> 
rc..und when ho \Yantcd represcntatiY~s '? 
Where did Le get them from? Let us takP 
J\,larshorongh. The fir··t bot.rd comprised 
Che.r!Po Henry A.dam--

1\Ir. CLAYTON: A Lt .. bonr rnan. 

Tll0 B_0:VIE SECHE'I'A RY : Phillip 
Bropln·. Vi; Illwm Halli,Yeli Demaine J ames 
Edgar· ~\IcCleer---all Labour-Frede;ick I'll. 
0. Shorr-not one singl(• men1bcr ,,upporting 
tbis <t.IP of Uw Home. 

:\1r. CLFTOX: The .'\.ustralian Labonr 
Party rL,'OnlnlOndcd thcn1 all. 

Th0 IIO:\IE HECHETARY: Let us g-o 
furthPr to show thu insinceritY of hon. 
members oppoeit.e. Take the Ccnt;·al Burnetl 
Hospital Board-\Yilliam Krucger, John 
Mooro, \VJ!ham { !. V. Turner, vVilliam 
r~lfred \V~utrton. 1\Tne ih<'y supporters of 
tms party . 

Nir. \Y. Fonom Smnr: Was anybody 
g<.lzetted out to creatu a Yacanc:y? 

The HOl\1E SECRETARY: ="o--
Mr. W. FORGAX S~IITH: It i' political 

persecutiou. 

. The HOME SECRETJ .. RY: Xo, for the 
Rli11Jlle .r<>ason that the hon. member had 
not the cmnn10~1 decency io appoint other 
tL '111 those of lns own party as Government 
rcpres(ntatn·es. Th"f' hon. 1nen1ber forget..; 
that the reason why we gazetted them out 
IS" that thr .Y \Ye re all members of his party. 
It ever any leader of a party established 
thr· principle of Tammanyic,m the hon. 
Illeinbo_r did. IlowcYer, thco: cu;ne a day of 
n:ckoning, ancl 've nrc ne.~. on this side of 
the House. 

::VIr. IV. FaRG.IN S3!!TH: You are the only 
0110 on that side of the Hous,• who is pre­
pared to do it. 

'I'Iw HO::VIE SKCRgTAR\.": Take tlw 
Kilcoy Hospital Board-Jolm Grehan J ames 
Gillies, John .Joseph Walsh, 11ichael :VlcAtce 
-not. a ~inglc Ine1nber supporting the poJiey 
of th1s party. 

Mr. IIn;EB: \Vhat proof !Jaye vou got of 
that? ' 

The HO::\IE SECHETARY: I know ;dw 
nominated them. vVhen there was a yacanc 
on the Brisbane and South Coast Ho"·pita'! 
Board, rlid the hon. member pick a businF;; 
man? . Did !,e look rounJ to get somcbod:.· 
who Lhd not agree with him iu politics'? ~o, 
he selected a n1cmbP.c of his ovi·n side-Mr. 
I.loyd, the late member for KclYin Gran·. 

l\Ir. l)TJKLOP: \\'ho nmniuaJcd the rncrnber::; 
of the Ho. khamptou Hospil d Board? 

'rhe H01IE SECRETARY: :.\Ir. Farr~ll. 
~]~c c_;;._-lncnibor foL· Rocklunnpton~ nonr:nated 
.. ur .. l\._Clly. 

}\lr. Dl'XLOP: \Yho nomi''tatecl the rect: 
I f'hallengc you to IHOYC an,v llOIYiination. 

The IIO:\!E HECRETARY: Take tht 
·ro\Yn~yjlle I:Iospit~.l Board-Francis P J. 
Eyrnc-- · 

:=:.:r. IIYXL>J: A GovernnH:_nt F<~r·. ,.J .. nt. 

The pmm JIECRET~'I.RY: But that dit! 
11n: altr r LIE1 l.Jabour views. Then Q, orgc 
Sinu Edwnrck Tl--., there ic the Glad· 
.dorn IIosr1ital Doard-~..\.rthur Thon1aB Po\ver 
Willi.rn O'Reilly, William Hos,, EclY•rci 
1v1:tthe\Y Breslin. Can anybody opposite 
tell me that there wn,s one Opposition sup­
p0rler gazettcd on that board? 

}1r. STOPI,OI,lJ: l--Iow do \Ye know?. 
(Laughter.) 

The HOME SECRETARY: Let us taL 
tho Bundaberg Hospital Board-Albert 
\Yilli:>m Baker, Benjamin COlutico, Stephen 
U-eorgo Crookf~) and John Lauri"an-not a. 
'inglc supporter of thi-. siJe Y:as put on 
the.rf'. 

::VIr. RIR!:·n: vVh•: didn't vou appoint C'at­
tC'rmnll? I non1ina~·r:cl hi1n: 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: Because we 
ha vc got people just as good as Cattermull. 
Then take t!, • Cairns Hospital Board­
Laurits Ingvard Jeppe•·"n, editor of the 
Labour paper, and John Campbell. Take 
the Gympie Hespitnl Board-John Francis 
Donovan, Daniel Price, vValter Gordon 
Schmiclt, RT'd Corn·olins Daniel O'Keefe. If 
l101L rncn1bers opposite aro sincere in thojr 
'tatenwnt that they would not ~onsider poli­
tics at all, whv i>· it that on these boards 
tlw Govcnnnc,}t representatives were all 
·'"!'POrters of hon. members opposite? 
(Opposition interruption.) 

The hon. member had something to say 
.gain rthout the Barclay inquiry. J:f e seemed 
to be annoyed that I baid that there was 
1;oing to bc- an inquiry, although the Com­
•nissioner of Policn had made a rccommenda· 
tion against it. Let me quote to the hon. 
Int::nl her a t'ase in point. Does he re1nember 
1 he case of ex-Constable Kyle, who was diy 
mi ·sed from the police force? He was dis­
miesed on the m·ideuce of a prostitute-in " 
mattc'r that concerned hi·· livelihood. Many 
deoent-mii,decl people sent a petition to the 
}linistce and the GoYt:rnment asking for an 
inquiry into that oasf', yet it was refused. 
The hon. m8mbor refused that 1,1an the right 
t0 ,how that he had been wronged. 

1\Ir. \\'. FORG.I" S)I!TH: You do not know 
what you arc talking about. 

The HO:\!E HECRETARY: It has since 
hall')lired that that same prostitute made 
a :-'\,'Orn sta~ ·~n11'_ nt that she lied; yet noL 
ono attempt was made by the ex-Home 
:-3eeretary to have that inquiry reopened 
antl g·ivo that man a chance to show that 
he was right. An inquiry is going to be 
held into thnt case, and also into other· 
ease.;;; vvhere police 1vere " dun1ped." 

:\Ir. STOPFORD : Like ::Vloloney to Towns­
vi!le • 

The HOME f:\ECHETARY: What about 
that? Ha' not the Commi,sioner the righli 
to transfer? 

:\fr. STOPFOnn: Tlle action of a coward. 

The CHAIH:'fAX: Order! I understood 
that jhe hon. member for l\Iount Mvrgan 
n 1Jt1lit d to the ~liuistcr the \Yord "coward .. ,. 

~ ... r. R·_·JPronn: ::\lo~thc action of a coward~ 

The CH 'IICTJ..S: I as';: the hon. membeJ' 
to withdralv. 

A Ga\'Er;.;~,£:-:T :\h:.IBER: And apologise. 
:VIr. Bnrc int. ".iectcd, 

The CHAIRl\L\X: I ask the hon. member 
tu ;vithdrn~·- thP Vi-'Ord '' co-,l·a.rd." 

:\Ir. STOPFORD IJ[ou Jt M organ): At·e 
you going to deal with him (indicating Mr. 
I3ruce)? 

The CHAIIU1AK: I will d0ai with him. 

J\Ir. STOPFORD: Who hs the floor? 

The CHAIR;'.IAN: The hon. member ha,r. 
the floor. 

Mr. Stopford.] 
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Mr. STOPFORD: I withdraw. Let him 
ha,:-e " a go." 

The CI-IAIRMA:'\ : I can quite understan,l 
tho occurrence 'in the temper of the Com­
mittee at the moment; but I thinir that the 
ex-Home S, ,:t·etary, when ho comes to reflect, 
will realise that in the position he occupi<o 
in this Commitb, he is not playing the 
game honourably with an opponent, and l 
a~k hirn to \vithdra1v the remark without 
any r:!fercnce to nn hon. 111 JD1bLi' behin~ 
him. 

"!\1r. STOPFORD: I ·withdraw, without 
any reference to an hon. member behind 
me, (Laughter.) 

1'hc CH.URMA.:\ : Order ~ 

·:\·r. STOPFORD: I withdraw. 

The HO::\m SECRETARY (Hon . .J. C. 
Petc-rson, :\~orma'l 7Jz:): Le~ n1c continue. 

Mr. STOL'OID : T thought you were going 
t0 deal with him. (Laughter.) 

The HO:'ItL SECRETARY: Let me ask 
the honomc ble the Leader of the Opposition 
-since ill' is ~o keen about inquiriFs--whv 
that officer wns depriwd of the right to ar1 
inquiry? 

l\fr. STOPFORD: ..._<\.sk the Con1n1issioner of 
I'olic•. You have the par;c'rs. 

'The IIO;>,IJ<: SI~CRETARY: We have; 
and that officer :is going to have an_ oppor~ 
tunity to prove whether he was right or 
"'.vrong. 

r.Ir. SmPFORD: Who deprin•cl him of the 
ri;:;ht •; 

The H{l:,IE DECHETAHY: It ·ras refused 
titne and tirne r gain. 

I\lr. STOPFO_ED: By \vhon1 '? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Dy your Go­
Yernmcnt. Jt as brought up here in this 
Ch:tn1ber. and the Lr-ador of the GoYernment 
:\.Tr. 1\IcCorrnaek, read a st ,_ten1ent by tha{ 
prostitute'. That n1<1n was kicked out of his 
job for sevPn years on the evidence of that 
'•'Oman. Since that time another statement 
has been mndc bv that woman saving that 
she lied. ' · 

Mr. STOPFORD: 'What year was that? 

The H01.IE SECRETARY: I will give 
the year l__.,tc r. It \V ::.,g about se-ven years ago. 

~dr. STor ORD: It was not in m:; tirn0. 

Tho HOME SEL:RETARY: I do not know 
whethc r it ,, as in the hon. member's time 
ot· not. All I c :n ,, t, is that the inq uin 
was refused. The l{overnmeBt-the Prernie'r 
lt the t!n1e~ ·:on1d haYe h2cn \Yell adv-ised 

to grant tlw inqnir~-. although in the first 
place they r0fused it. 

'Mr. vv;. fCORGAX_ s,IITH: It was a. detail 
o~ the acunr:n:->trat:on for tb" Colnini:-:-sro:ner's 
office. 

The HOME SECH.ETARY: In this c'"e 
the refunl came from the Premier. The 
rec•)rds show· t~w.t. I arn sure that no hon. 
member in this Chamber ··ould be willin:<' 
to sub•,;crib0 to the doctrine of persecution o"f 
this type airu '_-cl at officer . · 

:\Ir, \V. FORGAX S)!ITH: If all injustic<:.; ha' 
heen done to Kvle or to Uli\ bodv else then 
I support any action being 'taken to ;,edify 
that injustice. ' 

The HOJ\1E SECRETARY: I am glQd io 
have the assurance of the hon. gentleman 011 
tJ.at point. A long period hns elapsed, and 

[llr. Stopjo1·d. 

this officer has suffered tremendous menbl 
strain in the meantime. There are othcT 
ea '''S, but it ;,, questionable whether they are 
as strong as the case of Kyle. There may 
C'OEl(' a tirne when it is not· apparent that an 
inquiry should be held; but there also comes 
a time when fresh circumstances demand 
that an inquiry should be held, as will be 
done in this case. \Vhen the whole matter 
is sifted to the bottom, I am sure that hon. 
rnen1bers ,yjll unanirnous1y agree that' the 
GovL rnn1ent did the fair thing in the circum­
stance~. 

Mr. POLLOOK (G,·egor!f): I dcc.il·e to 
discms the policy of constituti1lg hospital 
boards and con1mittees retn,ats for 1'\ational­
i-Jt supporters. I a1n not going t'o argue: 
and never hJve argued, that a tnernbt 
rE'prcsenting a certain district should bo 
refused the riRht to nominate a political 
supporter if he thinks he is the best man. I 
do not take that stand at all, but I do take 
the stand that the Labour Government, v:hen 
;, off[c0, never did g:;zette or consider th.3 
gaze 1-ting of Nationalist supporters frorn 
hospital committees or boards, and I sh01dd 
bo surYJrised if the Home SecretarY is able 
to fiEd, to the contrary cYcn in onO case. 

Mr. KEXXY: You did not appoint any of 
our support rs to tho boards iu the tiut 
place; consequ(,nt]y you could uof gazette 
any of:: the boards. 

:'llr. I'OLLOCK: l\Ii-. Hoberts, you men· 
tionr(l earlier that the Ho1ne ScCrCtary was 
1naking an in1portant staten1ent. I an1 row 
1naking an important staton1ent. I take it 
that n1y stat?nlents ;_:;..re as i1nportant as those 
t!f the- I-Ion1c Sccret.arv. I have thP san1r 
rights in this C;:n1unittec as he has. 

:;\1r. FRY: The J\finister call spco.k l,R 

n1an} ti!ne<) as ht: like~, but you c tn:t. 

:\Ir. POLLOOK: 1 claim the same right 
to be heQrd when I am speaking. lf the 
B.o1nc S'~crctary peruses the papers in his 
department, ho will not find any instance-· 
cerL1_i11ly none to 1ny knovdedge-vvhere 
Xationa1ist supporter,, haYo been gazetted off 
ho·piLl boards by our Gon•rnmPnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They \vero 
HCYcr put on the boards. 

::\lr. POLLOCK : 'That is a Yerv poor and 
Jan1c excuse. , 

.\ GoYER~OIEX:r i\IE}JBER: It is e, fad. 

:\lr. POLLOOK: 'There were a large num· 
ber of hospital con1mittecs in existence in 
Oneen,land before the Labour Government 
c~1n1c intJ oflicc, and they \Ycro full~7 repre­
S('ntcd b.\· x['tionalist supporters. In fact, 
there \\ere I·OlJC of our supporters on tho 
cmn:mit.tees 1wforr the Labour Part'v can1G 
into ofl-ic:. 'l.,hcre£ore, after we a',surrled con­
trol of the GoYernn1ent, we c·ould haY<' had 
thef.'r· n1'2:1 rPn10YPd. Tak(•, for in::'tanCC\ the~ 
rnost iinpcrtan'· ho..:pital con1mitt" ~·-the c)m­
~Hittea con~·rolling- the Brisbn ne General 
IIc -pitaL The Labour Govcrnn1ent _,ppointeJ 
thrt !) rf'pr~·.scntativcs to that connnittce. 
Tllev \Yl'rP :\1r. :!\I ~uri( ~ Bald,Yin. whose 
po!i:ic' nobody knev:. if h, hr d cny. I do 
uot thinl;: tlH~~T \\ :_•Te Lrbour; I an1 not pre­
p.lrcd to r:ay \Yhat tlF'Y "'Prt'. I clo not think 
they \H_'re eve-r quc,,tionc•cl. 

Dr. I(ER ,:,TIX: I--Ic was a gooJ. 1nan. 

-:\~r. POLLOCE:: lie '"ac a good 1nan. 
Then there wa.:; ~Ir. Chuter, of t~1c I--Iome 
~cnotar.v·, oflic··, of \d10so politic< I have 
1:o kno\Yledgo a!ld care less about. Then 
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there wa.> Mr. Mackay, of \Yhosc politics I 
have no knowledge either; nor do I think 
''he department had any knowledge of the 
pulitil·s of theso men vvhen n1aking the 
<tppointm' ats; nor do I think their politi s 
would have been considered if the Govern­
ment had au.-: knowledge of them. Let me 
no" proceed to the attitude that I ,dopted 
at \Yinton. where we had a very difficult 
posit' on to h,~ndle. It was represented to 
me on all sidt] bv Labour supporters that I 
should urge the Government to appoint 
Labom· men to the \Vinton hospital commit­
t< ·'. Y d nothing of the sort w ~s over done 
or attempted. 

I do not believe that hospital committees 
ehollld be made refuges for supporters of 
'ither the X ationali•t or the Labonr Party. 
I believe that the Government should get the 
best men fOf those committee... Their job is 
to look after the sick; and, where a dispute 
exists on a committee, it should be the desire 
of the Government to have suc~1 representa­
tives on the boa'rd as to obtain from both 
partieo the real truth of the difficultie9. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Don't you think that 
when th ' Government find a large proportion 
of the finance they should have representa­
tives to see that their policy is < arried out? 

Mr. POLLOCK: You secure that by 
appointing Natioml Party political hacks. 

The HoME SECRETARY: There were more 
hacks of the hon. member's party appointed 
~Jy his Govern1nent. 

Mr. POLLOCK : I do not believe in the 
principle. The Labourites at vVinton endea­
vored to persuade me to appoint a Labour 
supporter as Government representative on 
th ~ hupital committee at \Vinton, but I made 
a recommendation to the Government that 
they appoint Mr. Schwarten, the local clerk 
of petty sessions. Ho was appointed, and has 
proved him3elf an excellent ·representative. 
I do not know, and I do not care, what Mr. 
Schwarten's politics are. The man has be~n 
al,}c, and has always supplied to the Govern­
ment a complete resume of what is bein£ 
done by the Committee. That, I take it, is the 
dutv of a Government representative. I take 
it that no Labour Government in Australia­
so far a~ I know, at any ratD-has yet gone 
to the extent of victimising a man by gazet­
ting him off a hosnital committee in order 
to make room fo/ one at their own sup­
porters. I draw the line at that. The Go­
vernment cannot defend such a poli8.v. The 
Minister did not consider the first principJeg 
of administration when he said that he 
intended to do that in the f.uture. 

-The HOME SECRETARY: I wa'" speaking of 
the appointment of Government represf'nta­
tives in regard to administration. 

Mr. DuNLOP: It is victimisation, especially 
when the,re is no payment attached to their 
services. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not one who would 
seek for reprisals. ThB Government has no 
mandate f<'r the perm"nent occupancv of the 
Treasury benches. This policy. therefore. 
can cut both ways, but I prefer that it should 
not be adopted. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If this GoYernment 
!l'Oes o•1t of office. then every man w ha has 
been anpointed by us as a Government repre­
sentativ<> on a hosnital board should resign 
and mokr> roDm for appointee.; of the suc­
ceeding Government. 

}Ir. POLLOCK: That is the old Tammany 
]Lactice, to which I do not su1oJcribc. 

Tho !IohlE SECIH:TARY: S.mnc oi your nOlni-
nt-es resigned as soon the c~Hln~e of 
gcr, ..!nHn" _;_it. t< ok ~)lace. 

:}fr. POLLOC:t( : ~7here ·Govcrnn:2nt repre­
,. ntatiYes have been appoint,,d and have 
gin n good ·~rvicc, and '~>hen tl::_e pu~lic gene­
rally are satisfied \'rith thcrn. no interference 
with their posi~ion should take pla~e. It 
ought to be the aim of the Government" 
where po,.sibk, to put independent men on 
the board:-', as, in n1y opinion, ,Yhen they are 
a,kcd by the Govcrnm<nt for the truth of the 
eternal dispute~ that crop up at every 
< -:Jtmtry hospital in Queensland, they will be 
able to give indep~ ndcnt inforrnation. Do 
hon. members toil me seriously that, when a 
Government rc'1resentativo is appointed by 
the, MiLister solely on th'-' ground that he is 
J, support/)r of the 11inistt.)r's party, he is 
likely to give an unbiassed opinion about 
these rows that take place at hospitals? 
Let mB go farther, and say that, when we 
had rows on hospital committees, which 
included political partisans, it would have 
beDn an easy matter for the late Govern­
ment to haYe adopted the same policy as the 
Home Secretary now proposes to adopt and 
gazett~d all supporters of the Nationalist 
Party out of office and elected Labour repre­
sentatives in their place. We did not do 
that. 

Mr. EDWARDS: You did. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member is say­
ing something that is not true, and he knows 
it is not true. 

Mr. ED\\ ARDS: I can prove it. 

Mr. POLLOCK : So far as I know, the 
Labour Government did not flood hospital 
committ.~,s with Labour repn entatives. 

Mr. DA:iiELS: ~ ou made job ... for them. 

Mr. POLLOCK : I knew of no in;tance 
v here it can be fairly said that, when Labour 
governed. it :-~ttmnpted to force their poEtical 
ideas on to hospital committees. 

Mr. CLAY'rON: You always saw to it that 
you had a majority; and in lVfaryborough 
your nominee.., vvere seleC'tcd at Australian 
Labour Party meetings. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I do not know ''hat 
l1appened at :.\1aryborough; but; so far as 
1ny ovvn conc;titu, ney is concerned. therG is 
11ot one Labour man on the hospital com­
rnitt.eD. 

Mr. lYIAXWELI,: I;, it a board or a L~m-
11littec? 

Mr. POLLOCK: It is a committee. 
Mr. MAXWELL: \Ve are talking abou·t 

boards-not committees. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am dealing with com­
lnittees; I have no experience of boards. 
Out my way the people are generous enough 
to support their own hospitals by suhscrip· 
tion. 

1\Ir. ANNA!\D: They are the p.oplc on tho 
land. 

Mr. POLLOCK: ::\Tot necessarily. Gene­
rally speaking, the pnblic snbscribe by rar·a 
meetings, bv grneral sulJscription.;, and 
other means." so that mv personal experience 
only extend, to hosp'tal committees. 

'rhe SECRETARY !'OR RuLWAYS: They ar!l 
elected by !he subscribers. 

Jh·. Pollod·. J 



1070 Supply. [ASSEl\IBLY.] Supply, 

Mr. POLLOCK: 'Ihe.r arc elected by tho 
,.ubscrib• l'o on lhe proxy sy~tom. vYe hayo 
bad quite a nurnbLr of serious clispntPs in 
·western Qu.::.·ndand. In one instance in 
l~le "\Vinton hr,~~)ital there '<.~t3 onl:.· on0 

doctor hr many year lie Wl' th·: hospital 
doc.cor, and l~Ycr.,· tin~e an operation wa::: 
rFc;:• sary C10 pc son . -J:1eerned-if he ot· 
~h>3 happ ··cd to be '-~ ruor prrSOI~-had to 
hClHl acrc··,-, to Longn 1c~1 for Dr. ~IiC'hod 
o.nd bri11g hin1 over Ly aeroplane at a eo t 
o£ £S4, or, :if that cou}d not be nLann reeL 
the person hacl ·to tah::L pot luck. I advo~ 
1:·atcd elL:ouragin -. a ne\\ doctor \v·ho ea LllL' 

to rernait1 il1 \~:--intun so that the J))ublic 
ha ·e the opportullity of both mccli~al 

n1en cor -.ulhug in .scriou~ ca~P~, and Ja ordf'r. 
:oo, that tlw homital doctor would be able 
to get,f, as1'3~f.tallCP~ \~?lwn cpcratiuns had tu 
bo perforrn<..•d. \Ye h-,d quite a diMputc about 
thct matLer. Th•; ho''Jih• 1 committ:·c, led 
by Mr. Readc. took the c .. traordinarv stand 
that Lhc F.'eccmd cioctm· was lJOt to be allO\Vetl 
to stay in the town at alL De··;pito all that. 
and despiL.: the Jno-·t extreme po~itiou 
cn:::ated b:.- rrnt1y lllE'H who \Yere 1\at :on::diPt 
support·'--' on the \Yin.ton hospital coJ,J· 
mitt(":', .I nOYt_'l' at any time 1nade any rC'conl­
Hl,~n .... ;ntJon to iLJ Govcrnn1cnt that we ~hould 
Hood ~r.?~t conuuitt('c with Governrne::Jt rcr-,re-
:ntabyc,,. 
The SEC'.::!:T.\RY FOR l\1IXFS: That. i:-: a .cr 1n­

n1ittec. ~rho )IinistPr is speaking a bout 
boards. You ar.; sli'(htly mixed' ~ 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not slightly mixed. 
I have a dtar conception of what I am 
talking about. I am sorry to say the Socre­
tar:v for ~I1ncs ha:s. not ah;·a\.J the 1::-'anlc 
con~'2ption. ~ 

The SECHETARY FOR J'vl!l\FS : I know the 
cliff en oc: b<>t>veen a committee and a bmnd 
-you don't. (Laughter.) 

Mr. POLLOCK: I have at l<'a·t a faint 
idea of th:l difference. \V e can take the 
bon. gentlctnan's stater:ncnt in the same \VaY 
as we took his remarks about the Sleigh 
agreel~Ir>nt. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR l\IIJ-:E~: You took them 
-very sorely. 

1'.1r. POLLOCK: Since that time we h,.Yc 
not taken the hon. g•mtlcman y.·ry seriou,ly .: 
and we do not intend to depart from that 
attitude. I repeat that I ha.ve no experi­
cnc' of hosrital boards: but I do lmmv that 
men ha ye been C< st off eommittec~-:.c prin­
. iplo to which I object- ~· 

Mr. KENNY: Kat off boards. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Simply because it was 
suspected that they were supporte1·s of 
Labom·. Thf: Labour Party would not stoop 
to such a thing as that. 

Mr. KENNY: They did worse. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If a man " doina- hi~ 
job satisfactorily as a member of a ho~p1tal 
hoard or on any other board, is there an' 
justification for removing him because of 
his political opinions" It is an extraordinarv 
principle to lay down in this Parliament 
that it must be a question of " spoils to the 
victors "-that a 1nan n1ust be waving a 
Nationalist card outside a polling-booth 
before he is entitled to be put on a hospital 
comm1ttee. 

Mr. MAXWELL: He had to wave the reel 
flag in your time. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Surelv that is not the 
,tand"rd of intelligence ,:e have rEached in 
this Assembly! 

[111r. Pollock. 

Th'' SECREL'RY FOR RAILW.\I:S: The hon. 
member for Bo1', en openly adwcated that. 

1\lr. PJI LOCI-(: I do not ea· t) what tho 
J10n. Incn1bor for Bo-.'-Tcn ach·oc;-tted-lw can 
~peak for birr1 ,.elf. The principle of gazet­
tin!?' n1en off n board bcc.:tlL ·\ they do not 
l:appcn tu agree \Yith the Go..-crumcnt poli-

tiJallY is t' rotten one. It js -one 
! o p.n1.] th~tt iw 1ntnt can thfend; and [ 

am f:Ul'prisc:Ll at the lion1c Scc­
n'·;Hy cndraYouring to dd0nd it. l do not 
ihink afi"'' defenc0 ea!, b" sustained ia fayour 
,)f ;, .,eh a systenL 

_ The .._.\ ._;;RXEY-GEXER\L: }t is only follow­
Ing the la· ll1R(1(' by =·oll rJC''JlJlQ. 

:i\Ir. POLLOCK: 'I'Yhat law "."" m :teL by 
t hL' La ben· Party pro\ iding th '_t. only Il1Lil 

,_,f our politic.-,} cony]\_. tions c0uld be on a 
hospital board? Did T· e l'VGl' lay that 
c'o-.,yn as a law'( It is n. surnri<Se to me if it 
t'' er \,·as laid clo\;Yn as a 1a\r. 

The SEl RET.\HY . OR JYIEES: y·ou practised 
ll. 

J\lr. POLLOCK: vVhatc.-er ma·. h:tYc been 
douo in c.Jnnection with appo[r.tn1ents to 
l-10spitaJs-·, he1hor it be a comrnit; 2e 01~ n 
bor~rd-il. is r ·actic~lly the c uno thing. 
Thev both administer the aJhirs of the 
ho'·l)itaL Both committees and boards have 
tt defirtite function to pcrfonn, and thoso 
funcLion3 riiffer in very lninuio partie-ulars 
inclcc·.d. \VI~ether it b~ c board corrtrolling '" 
l:ospital or a committee controlling a hospi­
i ''I dooc: not make anv difference to me. 
Whatever mav be the 'tociLiic~l distinction 
hetv. '-'en a lJoard and a CDinmittce, that is 
ihe body that is running the ho' pi tal; and 
it is news to n1c that a uwn should have to 
belong to t~lO .-:a1ne part v as the Secretary 
for :'dines before he is eligibL for appoint­
mEnt to a hoard wch rrs that. It is a danger­
ous principle, and I hopo that it yc·il! not be 
per;ci,tcd in, If it is, this party will hayc a 
lot more to say about it. 

JUr. EIJWARDS (7\anungu): I want to 
'·ay a few words in reply to tlw Lcotder nnd 
_\cting Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 
'Those two ho11. n1P1nber.1 hnse worked them­
"'-Jyes into a passion trvin~ to make out & 

case for the Opposition': It 's unfortunate 
1hat they >hould have to misconstrue the 
'tatements made b:v ihe Minister in trying 
to make out a caseJor the Opposition. Thoso 
hon. members se~m to be absolutely dcvo1d 
of argument. On many different occasions 
the late Home Secretary doonitoly stated 
that, v:hcn va(;.::tncies occurred, he would 
appoint men who agreed with the policy 
that he followed. 

J\ir. POLLOCK: When did ho say that? 

Mr. EDWARDS: The hart. gentleman of 
whom I speak yyas straightforward. He did 
not make any bones about it, nor did he 
hide it. He stated on manv occctsions that 
at all times he would appoin.t men who 
agre.,cl with his policy. The statement made 
hy the Minietcr to-night had no reference to 
political appointments. \V hat ]H, definitely 
did sav wa ~ that onlv men who believed in 
the hospital policy -of the Government­
>Yhich is a different thing ailogcther-would 
be appoinLrl. If a person did not believo 
in the polic:-' of the hospital, he could not 
rrdministcr the hospital as efficiently as a 
peroon who did believe in that policy. That 
is exactly >vhat the Minister said to-night. 
Yet the t\Yo hon. members opposite who 
have just spoken tried to insinuate that the 
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Homo Secretary stated that they wuuld be 
Nationalist Party appointments. He never 
made anv such statement. ·what he said 
was that '!w would appoint men who agreed 
•with th hospital policy lai,; clown by tho 
prc.ent Governrn: nt, 'Yhich 1.:, right, fair, 
and the proper thing to do. 

At c.5 p.n1., 
1\lr. =\lAX\VELL (Tor_. "ony), oue of iho panel 

of Temporary Ch.,irmcn, rdipyed the Chair­
m n in the chc.ir. 

:i\Ir. ED\Y_._\RDS: The t}l·ting JJeputy 
Lcade1' of the Opl'v- i'ion "howec! that he 
did not know the fir.st thine· ·bout it. He 
v._litcd for 11 int~_tjcction .._fro1n this side 
Lo learn tlw difl'Prence betwC'•·n a hospital 
con1Llitt,_: t ncl a ho:;pita1 board. Before 
that he cl:J not kno·, that a hospii 1l conl­
L.itteo Ye~- appoi:11.·d by Uw su~-,srrJbcrs, \Yith 
,,hom the UO\·ornmont haYe nothing to do, 
and that the GoY0rnmcnt could Hot put any 
of them off the committcn. Ho die; not kno ,­
that in the ca"o of a hospital board the 
GovoJ·CJmont hac! tlw right under the Act to 
lWLina.te rnombel'3. 

~Ir. Por.LOCK : If \·ou and 1 hn cl to pass 
a tc,.t in kuowlcdg~ 1n this {"onnnitt--\ I 
think yoLt would !'"''· 

Mr. EDWARDS: I do not wonder at the 
hon. memb'.r believing that. I think that 
h,, believes that. if he luc! to pass a test 
with any man in the Chamber, he v:ould 

in every timd; but that Cloes not make 
him anv more elm-er. It oulv chows that 
h8 has· to blo'? his own tn1mpet at all 
times. Th- 11in5•lcr v;as justified in the 
si-1icmeut he made in regard to this ques­
tion. I think that a gentleman appointed 
h a hospital board or any other concern 
who believes in the policy laid down by tho 
Government making the appointment is the 
right person to ho appointed-it is not a 
po!ifical appoir tmont at all. 

i';Ir. PoLLOCK: \Yhy do yon gazette Labour 
men olf these boards' 

Mr. ED\YARDS: Because l ,uppose hon. 
members opposite had gazettoc! them on, and 
they did not know th<•ir jobs. 

JI.Ir. KmwAX: That is another excuse. 

Mr. ED\VARDS: Hon. members opposite 
v oulc! put their own supporters on the 
boards, irrespective of whether thcv were 
the proper persons to control the buF;nns of 
the· boards or not. It is unfortunate that 
the Leader of the Opposition has made a 
political question of this. 

An OPPOSITION MEJ\IBER : Did not you try 
to make a political question of appointments 
to the bo-u-ds? 

.Mr. EDWARDS: As the Home Secretary 
said, we are doing the best we possibly can 
in the interests of the whole of the people 
of the State. This should not be a political 
question. 

Mr. BRUCE ([:(, .•zned}): I am more con­
cerned with the welfare of the ho··pitals 
than with the question of whether the repre­
S!'ntatives on the hoards should be members 
of one party or the other. The hon. mem­
ber for l\'anango insinuated that, because 
members were nominated bv the Labour 
Party, .they wen: not capable of carrying 
on the JOb. There are three men in Towns­
ville with whom I have been connected in 
hospital work, and those men are thoroughly 
-capable and much appreciated by all grade•, 

o~· ovinion ill tlH' To\YfloYille area; and they 
ltav:? ca1-rieci DUt tlv ir i\Vork very vvell 
iud• ·~ l. The main i,•,ne is this: \Vhen we 
\vero in po\YCT y:o did not gazette nwn off 
the ho;pit·l board,, aml replace thom with 
p0ople of our O\Yn pol:tic.:d opinion; but. 
\,·hen there was v Yacancy, \Ye put Inember::> 
n·pn __ .oc:ntint; the then Govcrninent polic:·: on 
tho;·c board::;. I think ·~_:tat the previous Go· 

Pl'nment failed Ycr often in not putting 
L. hour men on the board.' when they should 
h_,ve clone so. I quite frankly say that, 
1£ : )u +,"illJt. any polic.~.' c.1rried out, \\~1~ther 
Labour or anti-Labour. adn1iui:-;tration is one 
of lhe 1110:-:,,_ in1port •nt ·things; and ~( u \V . .tnt 
Lahonr uen tl1~re, if it is 8, Labour policy, 
i .. order to haYo it carried out. 

11 ht•y h:tYO _,et up an cxan1plc \vhich, ,vhen 
,, e : re returned three> Years hence, \Yill bu 
an cxc:Jl'·nt \Y.~apun fo{: the LJ.bour Part.· .. 
The in1 onH~ t J.X regulation of the .r:rreasurer 
',,-ill furni h a YC'rY ~:~''ful precedent to 
·~' · F~_,d('ral Tr. L~lll't)r, :;_:r. Thcodor '· \Y..-c iu 

.e pd~ L!iYf' het.•n ]wndiLdpped o1.- ing to 
t h( faC't t\tat ·.· e ha Ye haJ. people· who huJ 
:1ut L L-- bour outlook to c lTV out the 
a{huinistr.·tion of -:.he Labour po'tir~. llO\\ 
(_ au ~:on gt'l p0oplc t'o : <.trr.·: out a pol~c-.v 
<J 1 >pn::;cd iu th(ir OY·~l in the llHtnnC'r in wh1ch 
it P..hontd he ( 1rr:t c1 OUt·: .\s to hospitals, 
of e:outt:>c. l'ortunaLclv tlH' Go-n.'rnnwnt do 
not appoint, Jl the TllCillb{-'-l'S of tlh' :Joards. 
Therp is other 21Jrt.'"L~nLdion, thlreforc vvn 
<-111 rc·l' a~··urecl that- the ''"C'lfarc of the· 
patient~ in our hospitals ':ritl be well 1 .·oked 
aftel', irrcspcctiYc of Govcrnmnn 1101niua­
tio11s or appointn1ent", '-.Thatcvcr they 1nay be. 

The Labour G·oycrn1nent, it nul--L bo 
ctthnittf'd, did nu enonnous an1ount of good 

far as :1ospit'll achuinistration and exten­
"ions WL'r·-J eonccrrwd. I take it that the 
prc -0nt GoYernmrnt will follow that r !icy, 
nn·l will not be lax in their aclmini·-tration 
or their Cdrc of tho'.n who need medical care 
Hllcl surgical atlenrion; but there is ono very 
11nportant consjdL'ration of y hich we too 
cftcn lo~e ~ighi. The J\1in1ster lllC'ntioncd 
11 in reference to tlw insaup of the State: 
Inn it applies also to the sick. Too n1uch 
1nono:. i ~ spent, und too n1urh ti1ne is given 
to the curing- instead of tho pre-.;.-eniion of 
d1scn~P. Of course. if vve have sick people, 
'·e nw't attend to them; but vuy little is 
-done for th0 nreYention of sir~.:n·_ss by the 
rc•.,triction of the sale of food which do, ,, not 
collt'<:"dn the correct amount of nutriment. 
\' rry little is do1H~ in a proper ·way in 
rr g uc! to the physical culture and otfi:er 
methods of b11il-ding up healthy bodies in 
our youngsters in the early stages of develop­
lnent. Fortunately, much has been done in 
the Department of Public Instruction 
recently on these lines, and I recommend 
that it be extended, for by that m<'ans our 
t--xpenditure on curing will be very n1uch le.:J::; 
in 1he future than it is to-day. Th>se ques­
tions of correct food-unadultemted milk, 
for example-arc very important. 

The 3-Iinister said that the quHtion of 
ntontal ddlcients had not been raised bv 
n1cmbers of the Opposition when they were• 
on the other side of the Chamber. From the 
Yery first day I came into this Assembly I 
a d:vo~ated the C'ltablishment of a proper 
j11stitut'ion for sub-norn1al persons or persons 
who were not fit for lunatic aoylum,o or for 
g-aols. There are manv persons in Qu-uns­
land-and \H: can only 'talk of Queonsland­
who are in gaols when they should not bn 
there but in institutions for people wh<> are 
sub-normal. There are many others in 

]vir. Bruce.] 
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lunatic asylums who should not be there. I 
have advoc.· tcd ever since I have been a 
member of this Parliament, and I shall con­
tinue to advocate. the establishment of an 
entirely S"parate in titution for tl ese people, 
because, if people who are slightly unbnl­
a_ 1eed arc put amongst the violently i.:.1sa.ne, 
the probabilities arc that they will progress 
in the sarno direction. Those who arc 
slightly insane will tend to come within the 
criminal classification when they should not. 
'\Yith the J":Iinister. I know that such perso~1s 
have been sent to Dunwich, where they have 
been a nuisance t.o the old people and every­
body else. This being so, I think the greatest 
effort should be made in the dir<oction of 
the establishment of an institution speciallv 
for such persons. ' 

During the last twelve months-I had not 
come into conbct with the matter previously 
-I have had the opportunity of observing 
the effect. of indeterminate sentenus on 
prisoners. If my memory ·serves me rightly, 
the I.ctbour Party were respon,ible for estab­
lishing that sy~ten1. \Vhether that is so or 
not, I think it should be discontinu• d. 

?\o more hid<Jous tcrture could be inflicted 
upon a cri1ninal than an incleterminat~ sen­
tence. One can quite easily singi~ out the 
indct2rn1inain sentence rnan by his appear­
ance of loss of hope. He does not know what 
is going to happen or what his end will be. 
When inve~tigating the conditions in the 
gaols during the past twelve months, they 
have asked whether it would not be possible 
to be sent?nced to a definite term of seven, 
eight, nine, or ten yewrs' imprisonment? 
They prefer a definite sentence ,.-hether it bo 
ten ye:::~ rs, twelve years, or fifteen years. Any 
definitr sentence is preferable to an indeter­
minate sentenc .. '. The indeterminate senten-ce 
is applied not only to criminals of despera to 
char"cter, but perhaps to criminah who have 
a long record, say, of convictions fo·r steaiing. 
Their outlook is hopeless. I emphatically 
SUI!gest that a definite sentence should be 
inflicted, because the worst poseible thing 
that can be done is to remove their hope 
entirely, a re-;u]t which follows upon an 
indeterminate sentence. 

The Minister has referred to the difficult 
problem vf grappling with insanity in our 
midst. There is no doubt, as he states, thnt 
the trouble is contributed to largely by the 
rav:·ges of venereal disease. People '""e 
prone to discuss this matter in hushed towc;s, 
and no encouragement is given to discuss the 
matter frankly and openly. While the policy 
of hush is pursued in grappling with tlus 
disease. it is pos,ible that the purest and lw·st 
people in the country may become infected 
with this dr0.~ded disease. No attemot is 
made to examine, check, and regulate,~ with 
a v;ew to eli'll.inating this disease. To son<e 
extent the disease is regulated so far as it 
applies to those who follow the occupation of 
prostitution, and perhaps to a lesser c·dent in 
the case of pri<oners, but no strict examina­
tion or regulation is applied to th.; general 
public with a vinw to preventing the spread 
<Jf the d;sease. The result is that the disease 
spreads to such an extent that it is impos­
sible to estimate the extent of its ravages. 
Insanitv is conh·ibuted to also b:v the exces­
sive use of drugs, the excessive us~ of alcohol 
and in many other directions. All these fac: 
tors are aiding in the direction of filling our 
insane asylums, and any Government, irre­
sned;ve of its political opinions, that 
.endeavours to do something in the direction 

[Mr. Bruce. 

of ]Jrotecting the people along these lines will 
bP doing a &~rvico to the comn1unit.y as a 
whole, and will earn the respect and grati· 
tude of those who nnd· rstand these social 
problems. 

:i\I1·. ANNA:ND (ToowoomiJa): 1 have b•cn 
dcc;_Jly interested :in this debate conc~rning 
hospital', more particularly Lccauoe I h.:Ye 
been associntcd with hospitals for many many 
yc:ns. I ·vas particularly interested to hear 
the hon. 1nembf r for Grer;orv endeavour to 
f'XPlain th(,t t.hFrO \Yas no difference betwren 
a hospital board and a ho,pital committP-e. 

Mr. Por.LOC'X: I said that they both con· 
trolled these iLstitutions. 

Mr. ANN AND: I am very plrosed to know 
that the hon. mombcr lives in a district where 
the hospital is supported by Yolunta-ry con­
tributions. I conG'ratulate the people of that 
district, 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Fer God's sake, don't 
patronise n1c. 

::\ir. ANN \ND: I do congratulate the hon. 
member. ·when he was speaking I made a 
note that, perhaps the coffimittee there 1vae 
elected by volunt~ry contributors. Very 
maw· of the f,upporters D ay not voluntarily 
subscribe to that hospital, and therefore 
would not have a Yote. They may subscribe 
individually. I am not in any way reflecting 
npon their generosih-, bc·cause I know that 
shearers and men who work on stations are 
very liberal in their support. of race meetings 
in aid of hosnitnls, and I know that they 
support these institutions very well indeed. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: They often give more in 
proportion t.o their capacity than the 
employers. 

Mr. ANN AND: They do give more than 
other people, but very often they have no· 
Yoiea in the election of the C'Ommittee 
because they are not direct subscribers. 

]'vfr. POLLOCK: Oh yes, they have. 

Jllfi-. ANNAND: I maintain thev have not; 
and I know what I am talking 'abo,.~t, as I 
was chairman of a Toowoomba hospital 
committee for a number of vears. The hospi­
i d commit>tee was elected by clir~ct sub­
ecribers. I want the hon. member for 
Gref(ory to know that, and at the same time 
to know that I am not deprecating the 
excellent work they do in contributing to 
hospitals. 

Mr. PoLLOl'K: They have their repre­
sentatives. 'What is thg use of telling me 
they have not, when they have? 

Mr. ANN AND: The subscribrrs elect the 
representatives. They have their union 
representatives, of conrse. As the hon. mem­
ber for Gregory may know, a hospital board 
is madC' un bv :=mb3cribers' representatives, 
lccal autho.ritv' representatiYes, and Govern­
ment repre_sentatives; but th<> point I want 
to make-and I <'onld not allow the oppor­
tunity to pass without referring to the board 
in the town I have the honour to represent­
is this: I hqve taken exception for many 
:-;·Pars to a Government servant being the 
Government representative. I do not 
heliPve that is right. The chairman of the 
hospital board in Toowoomba at the prE'sent 
time is a Government servant, who has been 
identified with the Labour movement for 
many years, and is their campaign director, 

M1·. Co~,·r.·LLO: And this Government never 
removed him, 
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Mr. ANN AND: He is a prominent official 
of the I,abour movement. 

Mr. BTOPFORD: He is an excellent chail'­
man. 

Mr. ANN.\ND: llc is a very good m ·H 
and an excellent chainnan; hut I want to 
remind hon. membe1.·s opposite of the fact 
that at a rlccnt valedictory social in 
'l'oowoomba this gentleman asked the poop],< 
not to lose heart-that the prrs0nt Govern­
rnent "\Vere jn office for three \'ears only, and 
at the expiration of that ])etiod the other 
party would come back triumphant. I ask: 
DoP'~ that gcntlcrnan reprt:3cnt the view:;; of 
this Government? That is the crux of the 
whole matter: and the Home Secretary 
~poke a goud deal of commonscnse when he 
maintained that men with particular poli­
tical !e:1nings do not represent the views of 
this Govel'llment. 

Jl.1r. S•rOPFORD: He represents the institu­
tion. 

Mr. A:'liNAND: On every possible occasion 
I .am going to ack that the Peats of these 
men be vanted. and that representatives of 
this Gm~ernment take their phoes on hospi­
tal boards. 

Mr. STOPFORD: And you expect those people 
to buy your dra.r;ery ! 

Mr. HANLON (lthaca): I have heard 
some peculiar statements in my life, but I do 
not considel' that I have ev8r heard a Minis­
ter propound surh a da::~gcrous doctrin~ as 
that enunciated by the Home Secretary 
when he said that it was th~ intention of 
the Govermnent to replace thP mom bers of 
hospital commiit:·es appointed by the late 
Go' ernment with representative,, of his Go-
venllnent. -

The SECREHRY FOR RAILWAYS: You arC> 
misquoting him. 

Mr. l:L\.KLOJ\<: I know what the hon. 
gN.tleman said, and I will not al'ow a::y 
inesponsible interjector to IJ\1t me off. The 
Home S·crctarv said tint the Government 
were going to a-ppoint to the hospital boards 
men who \:ere believers in th~:r policv; and 
he turned ronnel and pointed to the party 
s:tting behind him. If that do· s EOt ~<lE an 
that the Government believe in the appoint­
mer t of their 'ttpporters to positions on web 
bodic~ as hoepital boards, then I do not 
kr;ow what it does mean. The question is, 
Where is this po:icy to stop? ls t the 
intortion of the bon. gentleman to d1sm's3 
every head of n Government department 
a cl pvcry cfficial who is not .~. support2" of 
hi• political p • rty? If this doctrine 1s per­
sisted in, it will mean that evcrv time there 
i3 ::t ch'lngc of Government L] t'~is S·.1te 
cverv head of a drpat'tmcnt, everv public 
servant. every official, who is s.·specLd of 
polit'cal lcaningo~ towards the nrcceding Go­
,.cr rnent will be dismisoed. Th.-, hen. mem­
bor for Toowournba ])ut it eve 1 more plai· ly 
Jhan the Minister when he point<•d out th1.t 
thrv h"d "" chairman of the Toowoo nb1. 
Hos;oital Boord a men wh..,, to qu· t · his 
c,y '"or(~ ,va-; a fSO:'d t·hairmar•, bur 1vhom 
because o·: ::t st'ltcmcnt m;J0t" i't :;;, vA. 1 '(/i~­
torv soeial-and we C111 qpite trderstand 
th?t is was net com])osod of Rupporters of 
ho '· ·embers opp0sito. but we;; evidently 
a socio I t••ndcred to some member of this 
part7 P t the eonc~usion of an election c ·m­
pairn -ho v·oulcJ endeovour to h <v thrown 
out of his jo". notw'thstonding the :qot that 
he "··"s a rood chairman. 

1929-3 w 

Mr STOP, ORD: Why should Labourites 
buy his drapery? 

The TE:'•.H'OR \RY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
1 '' ould remind the hon. member for Mount 
:Vl >rgan th, t he must obey my call to order. 

l\Ir. HA;\ILO::-i': The hon. member for 'I'oo­
''oomba said quito voluntarily that th& 
c:1airman of thP Toowoomba Ho·"pital Board 
was an excellent chainnan, but, because he 
had L ••. bour political leaningP, the hon. me~­
ber -,vas go1ng to endeavour to have him 
gazctted out of his job, and to have. som<;'­
one with Nationalist leanings put m h1s 
place. Perhaps this would not be so d.an­
gerous if it could be confined to hospital 
boards; but thoro is no saying where t.hat 
doctrme would stop. It 1s a very comrl).on 
remark made by people who are unthm~mg 
that it served the Labour .Party qmte right 
when they were in power because they had 
that Tory So-and~So at the head of some 
department or other. This is only going to 
encourago the feeling t4at Governments 
muct appoint followers of their own political 
faith when making any appointment. You 
cannot ltave that sort of thing in regard 
to ho,pital bon·ds and not have the same 
thin~ in ot'wr din'ctions. I understood that 
the Government representative on any insti­
tution ;·cprcs2ntPd the Government as the 
executive body of this Parliament. A Go­
·vernn~ent rLprescntativo, to my mind, never 
meant a renreoent tive of the poL tical party 
who were· attached to the Government. 
There i.' no member of this Committee who 
rppreocnts people of 01Je political faith only. 
\ 1, e represent people of all political faiths. 
In my own electorate, whether they have 
voted fo> me or not, I represm t the people 
who h2ve pul:t ea! ideals and political 
opinion' quite t.ifferent from those of the 
t. o parties in this Committee. To ;;uggest 
thct .1 GovernL ont repre.entative on any 
l:oaru n1 'it ncet!£,arily be a poLticai repre­
sent u• c of the pHty cf which the Govern­
ment to ,.·sts is the most bucfaced declara­
tion l h21 e heard in th.s Committe::. I hope 
the hon. gentleman will not pur~ue that ],ne 
of pol1tical appoirtment, because it is going 
to nr•cad !J, ond }o pi tal boards-it is going 
r;grt ido the public sorv:cc. 

Tho HO~ IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
PeteJ'·con. :rorma~hy): I am amuoed I:stePing 
to the continued protests of hon. members 
o~Jpo:;ite ag <n ·t wl·at vvc have at ne. 1 h~t ve 
already pror,_d how, during the 1a;t s·x 
or :..even yearE, in all nominat'ons cf Govern­
ment representatives on hosp:tal boards, the 
then Gov crnmcnt s lcctcd only supporters of 
their own party afl r: 1Jrcscr,t--_tivcJ on those 
bo ·rcls. nnd thet in man:· ca,e· they were 
selected b;· .\ustralian Labour Party meet­
ir '\S. I , odd refer }on. mem.bers to the 
Hospitals Ant, from \Vh eh th . r n '•' hr 
th:ms~I,rs t'1.1t the Government--rot the 
Op]V s't' on-ha·~e rcspon ,:biFty. We are 
rmpor,,i',lc for 6J per et 1 t. of hm·1it"l clcncits, 
PDd \Ve hr> (-' to "'E'" th •t., EO f-1r as flnance 
i<: cor.ccrned ,.·e have m"n rcprcscr.ting us 
from \, hom we can cxp.-ct a fair deal The 
st•t~•rre· t J·,cdn bv ire hon. member for 
Too-~-ro ,t,q. w'tb r'cfqrnncr to the chairman 
of tre Tom' Jo·nba I-Iospit I Br'!rd. "ho 
"hted thet th's nqrty would only be in 
o.fficc for thro~ :vc~rs) is IPOst ill·IminA.tin~. 
\"h"t rio~P that l'flC"n 9 Jf it meons any­
th~nQ', it IY'e~ns th~1 t t 1"~e Go"'~.-errm.cnt ::~re:. not 
P'O·ng. to find th"t Gnvernment representa­
tive doi:·g .,~"Ythi'll" tht ,~:ill ~nh" "'' th0ir 
po,it'on. Section 9 of the Hospitals A~t 

ll on. J. C. Pctn son.] 
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provides that the contributors shall elect three 
members, and that the !veal authority shall 
olcct three members. The local authority 
concerned nn elect whom it likes to re,ne­
sent it. Its representatives need not • be 
members of the local a uthorit,v ; it can 
appoint people from outside. The contri­
butors-and in rnanv cases thev are unions. 
as, for example, the Australian \Vorkers' 
Union, the Austraiian Railways Union, etc. 
-ha vc direct representation on the score of 
being in the contributors' category. Then 
the Governor in Council has the power to 
appoint three members. What is the duty 

of t]Jese three members? What 
[8.30 p.m.] are they there for? They do not 

go there to represent themselves. 
Some hon. members seem to think that it 
i3 the duty of the Government to put certain 
men on hospital boards, and that, once they 
gd there, they represent themselves. These 
representatives appointed by the Government 

-are supposed to represent the Government 
policy and to carry out instructions from the 
Home Department on any critical issue. 

· ''Vhy are they Gm·ernment representatives? 
To carry out the instructions of the depart­
ment concerned. The Government have to 
find 60 per cent. of the deficit incurred in 
running these hos!Jitals. 

Seeing that the Government are respon­
sible for that vast amoun~ of money, we must 
have men representing the Government who 
are in accord with ihe policy of the partv 
under the Hospitals Act In ihis way the}· 
will see to it tha.t the money is not wasted, 
and they will sc0 to it that it will go as 
far as money can go. 

Mr. HANLON : Any honest man would 
represent the Government fairly, irrespective 
of policy. 

The HOME SECRETARY: As I stated 
at the outset, certain 'members who were 
appointed by hon. niembers opposite ha vo 
voluntarily resigned. In their letters they 
stated that thev w'~re not in ac0ord with 
the_ Government's policy. That was a manly 
adwn to take, and I sincerely trust that 
every nominee of the present- Government 
who is appointed to a hospital board will, 
in comn1on decency. get out if the present 
Government arc defeated, so that the new 
Govcrntnent can appoint their own 1nmnbers 
on the hospital boanls. There is a Govern­
ment policy in connection with hthpitals. It 
i.l all moonshine to say that this Government 
h"s no policy in connection with hospitals. 
For years past men on the land have been 
ground down by hospital taxes. In my own 
district quite a numbel' of councils have 
been rendered almost bankrupt, and, in order 
to prevent any waste of money in all 
those hospitals that have been badly adminis­
tered in the past, it is essential that men 
of integrity and of the greatest capacity 
lw placed on tho'e bo·nds to safeguard the 
funds of the State. I make no bones in 
subecribing to that doctrine. After all, they 
are there to conserve the funds of the State. 

Mr. DuKLOP: Why should Mr. Kclly Le 
removed from the Rockhampton Hospital 
Board? 

The HO '\liE SECRETARY: I am not going 
to apologi~e to t'1e hon. member on accou ut 
of Mr. Kelly. The hon. member for Roe-1<­
hampton sits up on the back bench, but 
so far as representatives of this Gover-n: 
rnent. un~ eoncerned, 've take the respo n~ 
sibility. 

Mr. DuKLOP : I a;11 proud to be here. 

~Hon. J. C. Petcrson. 

Tlw HOME SECRETAUY: I am not 
g-oing to -.vorry any 1nore ab-out this Inatter. 
.1:-\ll Wl' are concerned about is to st-'e that 
the Yf'l'V best is sec Urt'd as far as hospital 
boards are coneerned, and that people should 
be appointed Vi ho are in fa Your of obtaining 
the greatest pos'-i ble re6tdts with the n1oney 
oovailabl,,_ 

Mr. DtTKLOP: Yon tell that to tlw Rock­
hampton elector,. 

The HOME SECRETAEY: I hav<: been 
up to Rockhamnton several timr·s since this 
matter occurred~ and only two people have 
spoken to me about this vast question-two 
friends of i!J,, hon. member. who had been 
• · ojled up n in rPgnrd to the whole q_uestion. 
This national qm-tion of Mr. Kelly Js never 
lu arc! of in Rockhampton. All I can say 
is that the hon. member would be better 
engaged in doing some more serviceable 
work for his constituencv than bothering 
about that matter. · 

Mr. DuNLOP: You wait until the hospitals 
vote coml:::; on~ and I will oxpos0, your action. 
You will see who is right and who is wrong. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not care 
what the hon. member attempts to expose. 
I quite agree with hon. members opposite 
that, 011 broad genom! lines, there shoul_d 
not be political appointments. It is unfair 
in a general senEe; but when. it comes to a 
question where the direct policy of the Go­
vernment is in conflict with the opinions of 
the board member concerned, the case is 
not parallel with that of the public service. 
There is mueh at stake in this matter, and 
the Labour Party has established a pre­
cedent. In eYerv case except in Brisbane 
the Labour Par.tv debarred any political 
supporter of the- Government policJ: fr~m 
being on a hospital board. If that Is. fa1r, 
then I cannot understand what fairness 
means. 

The hon. member for Kenned:v brought up 
the question of indeterminate sentences. I 
ha vo already Teplied to the Leader of the 
Opposition on that matter, and will not take 
up the time of the Committee further than 
to say that I quite agree with the remarks 
of tl-ie hon. memb"'l'. As he pointed out, 
prisoners who are sentenced for life must 
naturally get broken-spirited, and something 
should be done t:o give a ray of hope to 
the se men. The Cabinet have already deter­
mined that. each case is to be treated on its 
merits. and a definite sentence fixed. I think 
it will be admitted that that is a fair proposi­
tion. Naturally vou cou}d not fix dcter­
minat~ sentences 'for all prisoners. Each 
caee has to be treated on its merit,, and I 
quite concur with the opinion of hon._ mem­
bers on the subject. 

Mr. POLLOCK IGrrrtory): I undciAand 
that. in spite of the protest of the Opposition, 
the hon. member for Toowoomba and the 
Home Secretary still persiet in saying- that 
on hospital boards the politic' of the indi­
vidual only are to count. 

Mr. ANNAND : No. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The '' elfare of the insti­
tution is to be a secondary consideration. 

GovERK:IIENT MEarBEES: No. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That must be the mean­
ing one must attaeh to such a policy as this. 
The Homo Secretary savs that these men 
were a npointed to - administer a scheme 
fathered by Labour, and that, therefore, 
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thc':::.e 1nen can be expected to n·iye lovul 
support to that policy. One would assume 
from that that. when thc,e men were 
gazettcd off the bJard, and Kationalist sup­
porters gazetted on, they would be there for 
the purpose of adrninistering a :~ehe1nc intro­
duced by the Nationalist Government. But 
the present Government ha VC' not any 
hospital scheme-they have neYer had one. 
For :ears hon. members opposite complained 
about the Labour Party',; "-districting" of 
hospitab. The Government have argued 
<qaimt the districting of hospitals, and have 
fought a numb~r of elections on that issue. 
'l'hey haye promised they would amend the 
Act. Thev haYc told the people that this 
;;cheme ic• umuitable. and that they would 
intrnduce a better scheme. But !hi' session 
is dra win;{ to a closc--

GoVERNl!Et;T MEMBERS: :\at at all. 
Mr. POLLOCK: I do not care personallv 

how long it lasts, but· I think it is drawing 
to its close. There was a rush to put an 
Appropriation Bill through all its stages in 
one day, and I hn-e a good idea what that 
me:tns. But there is no indication in the 
GovPrnor's Speech of a measure to amend 
the Hospitals Act to give us this Nationalist 
scheme which hon. members opposite 
promi,"ed. They have not got a scheme, and 
they are going to appoint a commission to 
think out a scheme for them. 

Mr. STOPFORD: FrGm outside the State. 

Mr. POLLOGK : As the hon. member for 
Mount Mm·gan interject'"• the members of 
that committee will probablv come from out­
-;iue the fltate. How can tl1ey say that theso 
men whom they are appointiilg are going to 
administer their Act? 'l'hev will be adminis­
tering the Labour Pa•rty's' Act, and, while 
that Act is in existence, the p1·esent member' 
of the hoards should continue in office. If the 
Home S0t'retarv desires to have a different 
method of de~iing with hospitals-a new 
system of maintenance-then let him r,•model 
the whole policy and )JUt in his nominees. 
This system of boycott under the existing 
,yst<m is something to which no hon. member 
can lend his support. If we are to have the 
principle of boycotc instituted here, as 
suggestPd by the hon. member for Too­
woomba, I sug·gest to him that the samp 
principle might well be applied by Labour 
supporters in Toowoomba to la'3 businc"s with 
very disastrous results to hin1. Mr. J\fcinnes 
is the n1an who is talked about as bPing the 
Govmnm('lt representative there. Be is a 
n1ost i..'·q .. "ble n1an, and has gi' :n excellent 
sd·vice to that hospitaL I believe that the 
!:r~mier i? ,put.ting his foot on a. f:cheme to 

shanghai hnn out of tl1c scrnce. 
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 

Peterson. ~Yormanby): I rise to a point of 
order. That statement is ab,olutely untrue. 

Th" TE::\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Tlw 
Home Secretary has denied the statement 
that the hon. m8mbN has madP. He has said 
that it i; untrue. and I ask the hon. member 
for Greg·ory to -aec"Ppt thP hon. gentlen1an's 
>tatE>ment. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I accept his deniaL If 
you do not lwlieYe a man, you must. neYer­
theless, accept his denial. For instance, if I 
ww th<' Home Secretary climbing out of that 
window \Yithout am· sea.t in his nants and 
I said so. and llC' denied it. I wou1d ha'w to 
ac('C'pt. his denial b"rause it wa~ parlianwn­
tary, but you could not make me believe that 
h<' had a scat in his pants. 

ThG TEMPORARY CIIAIRMA~: Order! 
.I must ask the hon. member to accept 
directly the statenwnt of the hon. gentleman. 

Mr. POLLOC'K: I ha Ye already done so, 
i\lr. :.Vlaxwell. Mr. :Vlclnnes is reepeDted by 
e\·cr~- section o~ the con1rrlunitv in Too­
\\Gornha. EYerybody knows his politics-he 
has ncvf'r nutdo anr Pr:'cret of then1-but once 
hon. member' O!ll"),ito start to boycott those 
,yho do not believe in their politics \VC might 
be tempted to take a hand, and that would 
not be for the good of the community. \Ve 
do not want that, and \Ye do not \\'"ant the 
principle to be introduced into our hospitals. 
( sincerely hope the TrcasurPr will take a 
hand in the ch•bat0, and tell us what he 
h:no"·s. 

::\Ir. IIY:'\ES (l""tr~<uilh): Set>ing that to 
son1c extent I ·wH::-> dw cause of this discussion, 
perhaps 1 d10ul<l have something to say 
regarding the reply of the Minister. The 
facts i11 respect of the 'l'ownsYille matte·r are 
the:"·: Mr. Frank Byrne, who was a Govern­
lTICnt servant .. was, on 1uv reconuncndation, 
appointPd to the hospital-board. It was an 
excelhmt appointment. as was Jiroved by the 
fact that, after he had ,at on the board for 
some time, the board, on which there was a 
majority of gentlemen who did not subscribe 
to Labour politics. thought sufficient of him 
to elect him chaini1an. Mr. Garbutt, the man 
whom I defeated for Town:ville, made it his 
boast at election time that Mr. Byrne would 
be taken off the board. It is rather singular 
that Mr. Hyrne w~s specially selected for 
gazettal off that bonrd. Two other men were 
also gazetted off the board, one of whom was 
r·ccommended by the hon. member for lYiun­
dingburra. and the other by the hon. member 
for Kennedy. Those lnt)n also gave excellent 
sen·icc to the board-there is no question 
about that--and I think that the Townsville 
people appreciated it. The people served by 
the Townsvil!e ho,pitals-the electors in a 
port'on of Kcnnedv, th<> whole of l\1unding­
bun·a, and the wh"Oie of TownsYille-at the 
last ekction cast a big vote in favour of this 
partv, and the three Labour candidates were 
succ~ssful. showing that the people there were 
satiefiecl with thP Labour policy of hospital 
administration. Yet M·r. Garbutt's boast was 
put into cffed imm<diatr]y, and I think that 
Mr. Byrn<' and his two colleagues were throo 
of the first to be gazettcd off a board in 
Queensland. V\' e do- not stand for that. If 
there is going to be a heresy hunt after 
every election, what will the position de-rclop 
into? It will not b onh the members 
of hospital boards, but als'o departmentctl 
heads, who will be affected; and \VC .shall 
Lav0 the c.ame thing perpetrated here as 
in Ameri<'a. We shall have 'l'ammany 
goYunmcnt befor0 very long if the example 
SC't bv the' Home s~crolarv is carried into 
effect: It is a matt<>r that ~hould cause great 
concern to eYe!')' right-thinking citizen of this 
country. 

The SECRETARY FOR ;yliNES: It operated dur­
ing the period of fomtecn vcars that Labour 
':as in officP. ~ 

::\ir. HYJ'\ES: \Ye hucl democratic Govern­
llH'-nt for fourtPCJl vrar::;. I-Toli. members 
oppo~ite rannot poinl to one sin~Jo instance 
"·h0rc men who '"''re placed on hospital 
committee,; liY the Dcnham Go,-ernment or 
p,t-.t Tory G'Qycrnnlf•nt:-. -..yere gazetted out 
ot those positions hv the Labow· Government 
when thev assume~! control of office. The 
Sec·rctary ·for Mines and other hon. members 
opposite haye stated that the Labour Go-

Mr. Hynes.] 
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vernment htJ.l no opportunity of so doinO' 
be~ause there were no hospital boards then i 1~ 
exntence; but there were hospibl commit­
tees 111 cxr, tcnce. I 1-vas a :member 0 .c ,. 

hospital committee during- the reig-n of 'r'or~ 
Govcr:11nent:o• priol~ to 1915, and the };:w a~t 
that t1mc providr d that the committee should 
L:. cornpri;·~ecl of subscribers' representatives 
\~'H!t on .. to lhrce Government representa~ 
:ne~ so that, 1vhcn L.jbour came into office 
llt 1:J15, thoro '·• ere upon almo··.t 0v:rs hosui~ 
tal_ nmmit~ce in t~e State people who sc~b­
scnbed to Tory pohtJG.,l thought reprc·-0nting 
the Lrrl.Jom Government on those hospiUl 
COlDJlllttC'CS. rfhere is not a single instance 
or :record where the Lal'our Government 
ga;zcttc.l those reprc"entativn off the com­
nuttees. 

.Mr. FOLEY (Ltichhardt): I vi< w with 
alarm t~e statcnwnts m tde to-night by the 
r!om~ Secr0tary and the hon. member for 
'loowor.nb~t thc•t the Government intend to 
el<e'" to ho,pital boards r~prescn+:1tives who 
w1ll ea1-r~· rut the poli· y of fw Government. 
In hstcnmf: to the debate the thought £truck 
m,_ that oven. the E-lo1ne Sccrttary does not 
seen1 to r,'ahse that bo is CJtablishincr a, 

~angcrous precedent. First of all, we l~avc 
In exJstencCJ at the present time the Fospitals 
Act introduced b:l the Labour Gov;rnment 
under which GoYcrnnle:--tt retncsentati....-e~ 01~ 
boards were rc·-·onlmended by members of 
that Government. Yet no consideration 
Y'hatev er. was given to the politi< of those 
mdividua:-.. They . wer appoint d purely 
or. the re,comn;c;ndat~'?n r:f the members rcpre· 
~ent1ng tne varH-" 1 .S. diRtncts, and were rccom. 
mended as the men most suitable to carry 
out the aJministration of the Act. As mem­
ber fo: n1y district, I have been requested 
from t11>1e to time bJ. the Home De,Jarhnent 
to reco<nmcnd certa'n per ons as Govern· 
ment . nominee., on hoc;Jital committc. s in 
my d1stnct. I did not take the stand that 
bccau;e I was given that privilege, I should 
recommend a Labour reprcsentat1vc althouiTh 
I knew he would be. incapable r:>f carryi~g­
out the work. I s1mply handed in the 
names of pen Jnj who I eo ,:dered would 
bP r 1palole administrator1 if they wore 
gazetted hy the Government. I want to 
emphas'8c the pomt tht.t the Home Secre­
tary Las alrc1dy hken action to remove 
from he J;Jibl boards Govm·nment nominees 
who c nrH'd. out t_heir v ork faithfully and 
well 1n aclmmrstermg the prc·ent Hospitals 
Ac'., althouc·h the prc e:1t Go\0r'Iment have 
no hospital policy whai·cvcr. Thrv have 
acted_ prematurely against tho nominees 
appomhd h:? the pact Government, and have 
acted in the fe·o of the fact that the,· have 
no ho,pital polic,\ whatever. They' have 
g1ven express-·')n to cert1in vie, s in their 
~o!ir:v ~~e 'eh 11 nd 01 th-; hu~ tings from 
time +.o t1me; but all that thPy have done of 
a tg,ngi 1 ,~e nature iG to pro:nise the appoint­
!llent of . a Royal Commi' -ion to inquire 
Into h_oscnta[ TPai"~'rS lf.CnCrulJy, the report 
?f wh1rh comrm"wn will serve as a ~·ui de 
111 the formulation of a hmpital policy. It 
wo·dd hare been at least a matter of cour­
tesy to the late Government and to the 
memhers of tho hospital boards if the Home 
Secrntarv had p£>rmitted matters to stand 
until the pre>ent Hospitals Act was amended 
in .accordance ¥rith \vhatever might be the 
po!'C.Y of the Government. 

The quest;on arisrq, and will arise when the 
Hospit"ls .:'cct is am<:1ded in accordqnce· with 
the policy of the Government. whether any 
.Government representative or any member 

[ffiir. Ilynes. 

of a committee who does not adminiBtcr the 
ho-piLl in accordance with the Act laid 
do\\~n foe his guidance ,,,·ill be automdtica lly 
r.>movccl. no matter wh·,cher he be Labour 
Ol' ant.i-Labonr. That is the vir\;vpoint which 
f'L0uld be takln bv the new .L\dtninistration. 
If the Government are iaking Ul) the atti­
tude that they arc :·,ppoint"il1""A rPpresei~tatives 
to the"' committees ju·t bcc2u'"'' they happen 
to !Jp =~ationali-.t supporters,- where is tho 
;0·,tcm going to ctop! \Yhat about other 
boards, ~uch as the Yn1eat Board, ·where 
OYer;_: OlJJlortnnity oil'ers for the G-overnment 
to appoint rep1·csc'ntativcs to administm· 
their. po!iry? If it is right to appoint to 
ho,p1tal boards ae Government representa­
ti...-1.;; Lien whose viows aro in accord with 
ilw views of the party in power, then the 
princivlc mt"t be right with respect to other 
bodies. One can only infer from the action 
of the Uon'rnmont in conn0ctiou with hospi­
tal boards that it is only a matter of time· 
b, fore The principle will apply generally. 
.\{o mch vindicti\'O action was taken by the 
!at~ Government. In Rockhampton recently 
a school teacher ,,tw was prominently iclenti­
{\etl witi1 the Labour movement suddenly 
rr·ceived notice of transfer to a remote por­
tion of the State where he would be no 
hindrance to the Government. If that is to 
b" the policy of the Goverrment, it will not 
be long l dor0 American Tammany methods 
wiil be introduced in this State. ' 

The Hmm SECRET.\RY: You "sacked" 
political opponents. 

Mr. FOLEY: It is not a question of 
"·hethcr v, e " c.a,ckcd " anvone. \V<' have 
h.-d a f..ir teste in the Roclrhampton district 
already of tho policy of th·· GoYcrnment, 
where thi, school tf achcr, who acted as 
campaign director for the Labour Party 
thPrc, .;as transferred on the eve of the 
Federal election. vVe c:m onlv infer that it 
i, only a question of time before such a 
polie· will applv to everv Government de­
partment, and tl1at any Government offi~ial 
known to be a member of the Austrahan 
Labour Party or to b<' prominent in the 
Labour moYcment will receive similar vindic­
tive t;·c 1tinert to that shown by the Govern­
n·cnt in regard to ho,pital matters. I sadly 
deplore the si-tcment made by the Home 
Secretary, ond I hope that the other mem­
t.ers of the Government will not endor~c the 
attitude taken 'up by the hon. gentleman. 

Mr. KIRW AN (Brislwne): Some hon. 
n<cLbers have expressed surprise at tho 
policy Pmmciated by the Home Secretary 
nnd ·trong-ly supported by the hon. member 
for Toowoomba, o,nd which the hon. mem­
ber for Nnnango endeavoured to explain 
<Jwa,·; bnt, knowing the party occupying the 
Treasury benches as I do, I am not at all 
surprj-,pd. 

The Ho:uE SFCRETARY: I have not put you 
off tho " Golden Casket" yet. (I.aughter.) 

Mr. KIRWA'\1: That is so: but the chair­
lnan of the rrC'owoornba Hof'nital Board and 
myself are about the only ·two exceptions. 
A' the hon. gontleman has mentioned the 
matt0r. it is h'u·dlv npoessarv for me to 
H·mind hnn. rncml.ers that I 'am chairman 
of the " Golden Casket " rrmmittee. It is 
a1so true that. whon the Government 
assumPd office. am! before the Home Sccre­
t"rv hnd hardlv time to wnrm his chair, 
I wqit0d on hhn. because I thoug-ht the Go· 
vernment might have a different policv in 
roQ'orcl to the "Casket." and I, therefore, 
offered to tender my resignation. The hon. 
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·gent!eman said he would much prefer if I 
contmued to act. I then gave him tho 
assurance that, if the Government at amv 
time desired me to vacate office, and would 
do me tl"' courtesy of mentioning the matter 
to me, I would resign. I quite realise that. if 
the hon. gentleman att~mpted to discuss the 
question of policy with nw in relation to the 
conduct of the " Casket." he >You Id find me 
a tdfle awb>"arcl. I wru1t t<J Env th."t in fair­
'' -<s to the hon. gentleman. So. far I am still 
{'haina:u of t.bo "Golden Casket" com­
mittc~--, and ~o far nothing has g-one YTong. 

The Su:::RETARY FOR Pl:rBLIC L.\XDS : ·You 
will be GYCr here Y'-t: (Laughter.) 

)\L·. KIRWAX: It is said that the age of 
Jmracle Jt not yet past· bnt I do not thin!· 
t.ll~re i~ any po.' cibilit.,: ()1 that ru.rt1culaJ~ 
n11rad· happeni11g. 

1\ir. \Y. FOHG.\X S~IlrH: It would be a 
c:alarnit.y ~ 

_Mr. KIHIYAX: I ha Ye b··en associated 
>nth th1s wovement for a lifetime, and I 
trust to contmue t;tat associatic.n till the 
breath lecves my body. (Government Iaugh­
L,_r.) I am not ashame::l of my as. :>ciation 
With the movement; and, while I claim 
creeht fm· honest convictions, l am prepared 
to admit that there are hon. members on 
tiwt side of the Committee who are just as 
honestly attached to the views thev hold as 
l am to mme. Thn-e is as much j}ossibilitv 
-of thos,, Iwn. genth,rnen joinin~ thi, oar()­
~1 ;_; thert1 is of 111, joininp: their~. I se~ the 
·I.1·easurcr stniling. 

'l"'he TREASURER: \Ve haY(' bten together at 
C,-,nberra. (Laughter.) 

:ur .. KIRWA::\" :_ That. is th0 only place 
.ut :Y~ICh. W·. are hkoly to be 1ogethPr. The 
)JOSJhon m COllllC'ction with the policy enun­
ciab•d Lrv the flon1e Se;.!retary is perfectlv 
clear.. 'l'hc hon .. gentleman definitely said 
that It IS _the policy of his Government to 
l'(~ffiO';'"", La~~ur notninees and representativE'" 
o£ this pohtJCal rarty from hospital boards. 
An a.ttempt h~s been made to sidetrack the 
"'Ll8 by pomtmg out that iho previous Go­
Yornment had nominated only Labour sup­
porters to a large number of the boards in 
Quoenslancl That is pos,ibly true; but hon. 
lfll'Inb<.:rs opposite cannot quote any jnstance 
where any suppo,·ter of a previous Go.-ern­
mont >Yas gazetted out of office. 

The HovE SECRETARY : There were no 
lwspital boards in thosr' days. 

~lr. I~IR·\Y A:';: But there were harbour 
boards, {i_re brigade boa r.ds, pest boards, etc.; 
all of ,,.]-nch h1:cl Go.-crnment represeni:~tivcs. 
Take, for example. tho Metr~Jpolitan Fire 
Brigadl~ Hoard. :,_11·. JU:\ckay, an ofricer~ of 
the Home Depal'tJnc·nL and rnvsel-f v,·cre the 
Go.-crnn:enl repros-:-ntati>·os uu that board for 
quite a nun1bC'r of : :~ 1'·. It \'.as my good 
£ortun0 to be elPeted to the Cabinet and 
naturally, follo,Yirtg on !-hat, I h :.d to {·e~ign: 
'fho hon. rnrrubcr for Enoggera. is no\v the 
GoYcrnT- nt repiT<C'nt ,tivc on the board. lt 
1 0110 of ~-hose p0sitio~-s that are pntiu~lv 
honol''try. ttnd Y. here cxc 1l£··1t .~"-'rvice ha~s 
br011 renllcred to the eiti .Ul1 1'· of BrisLanc bv 
all sections on that b·~ard. · 

1'ho :Ho '.E SEC'.-tETARY: Do you know of 
any Labour rneu who hav0 b,-e'n put off the 
Brisbane Hospital Board? 

Mr. KIRWAX: I do not know that there 
ha.-e been aiF vacancie". vVhat about the 
Px-n1rn1ber for I{elvin Grove? 

The Ho;I!E SE~'llETARY: Ho resigned. 

The TREASUR'"R : I think you know of an 
ex-Labour man who was put oft as a fire 
bri{:"-ade board representative. 

Mr. KIRW AN: Yes; and I take advan­
tage of this opportunity to say that, if the 
hon. gentlemen occupying the Treasury 
benches to-daY were as broadmindcd and 
big-heartecl a·c the members of the Fire 
I3rigadp Board, they might hav0 somclhing 
for ,.-hich they could claim credit. 

During the whole period that Major 
Carter, Mr. Pm-kiss, Mr. \Yickham, and 
11r. Dc·nmead, re-p re:..· nting the insurancf-' 
rqmpaLi, -;, \Verc on that board, the work was. 
carri, d out in the r,_o:;;t ha.rmonious and 

capable rr1anner, and no n1ention 
[9 p.m.] of politics v,ac, made. The hon. 

memLc ,. mention d Mr. 'Wright's 
rtj~~pointment. YvThcn T\.iajor C'::trtcr, V'ho ;,.vas 
chairman. toured the continents of Europe 
and America, th·;t board, which had not a 
solitary L ,_bmcr man on it. paid me the 
con1plin1ont of 1nakin: me chairn1~m. If 
'.-re had gontlcn1en sittin(; on the front Trea~ 
sur_v bench as broadn1inded D': tho~t) men, 
we r·ould not be1 discussing this qm- -tion 
to-night. The a~titude of that board was 
0ntir( 'y djffercn: frmn the ,•U1tude v: hi eh 
the 'l'nasurer followed in the 1912 strike. 
The hon. member for Ithaca and myself, 
\verc it not out of order, could t ~11 thi.;; 
Committee >Yimt attitude v·as edopted by 
the hon. gentleman's c,binet at that time. 

Tlw TEJ\IPOH~\RY CHAIR:YfAN : Order l 

:1Ir. KIH\VAX : I would not be addressing­
myself to this .-oto if it had not been for the 
action of the hon. gentleman's Cabinet in 
1912; neither Y.ouid the hon. memb'"'r for 
Ithaea be hu·e. \Ye would probably be in 
the railway sen·ice some·n·here in QuLensland. 

Dealing i th the question raised by the 
Homo Secretary, I think the attitude taken 
up by the Government should be cle:xrly 
understood. It i- not a question of appoint­
ing new nF:mbers to hospital hoards where 
vacancies occur: it is a question of remov­
ing men from tho hospital boards and 
appointing others in their places. I do not 
know of any request made for these 
romoYals either by 1nunlcipal councils or 
any body of rc-ponsible citiz"ns. I do not 
know that there has been anv criticism in 
t\c public pro:;:s in the towns Where rcnovals 
haYe taken place cc,Jlir,·~ attention to the 
<'xtra.-agant methods o£ these boards or tho 
lack of careful and proper administration 
either from the financial point of view or 
from the poim of ,-iew of makin,; the neces­
sary rn·oyision for the sick. rrht'"•; rnen have 
been r·iying s-~tisfaction cYcn t.hc,ugh they 
maY hold political ,-icws opposed to hon. 
members opposite. I could quite under-.tand 
the position of the Home Secretary if he 
c~uue do'.-: n v j, h a new I-Iosn-ita1s .Act in 
·which dr.1stic changes '"' .. ere m:Ude in regard 
to h~,pital manat; mcnt, and the hon, ('cntle­
Inan wanted to sec his nPw S';·st· n1 r 1ven a 
faiJ.· tr: . .-tJ. IIn wcn]d then S<~-Y. "I1~ every 
instanc~ th· L.· 1nn~t lY~ a new "bJard clecteC1 
under the nc-1,v c._mditiol ..;, ' ' If i·h·-- hon. 
gentl0man "' kNl for that, I do not knoT 
that there could be any great objcc;ion; but 
in the present in~tar eo the~e n1on have been 
remoYcd although there has be.cn no public 
de1n :Hd for their removal. It is rather 
strange that 1 ~10 cL_Lirnlar of the '_foo,voon1 ba 
ho0pital board has been :dlowed to hold his 
job. There was a run1our abrca·d that he 
was to be shifted. but some prominent 
Xationalists up there objected, and he was 

Mr. Ifirwan.] 
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not removed. So long ac, he was able to do 
the job, they were going to Eee that he was 
kept there, because. if he were put out, they 
,,,ould possibly have to pay rr1orc rates to 
make up the lo~ . ls this principle going 
t<J apply to harbour bo uds? 

The SECRETARY FOR J\lro:ES: There are no 
Govcrnrrient representatives on harbour 
boards. 

~.:h·. KIR\Y \~: Arc there no Goyenunent 
rcp1 ,.-~('"'lt'atiYes on harb.Jur boards? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\lrXES: No. 
'\Tr. KIR\YA:i': Tho Treasnrrc will not 

~-av "Xo."' IIP sits tiwrc ,silent. \7\/ith tL.at 
( 

11\riL Lle c1il':lJ 0sii.ion of hi,.., bP i~ not pre­
pared to put his eoll<>nguc in an uutcn::oble 
pm:it;on. I \\'a.nt to know frotH the Trr·1surer 
i£ he i gc•i11g t,) ca,ry o1,t this policy i11 
eo ~nection vvith Jllrl-our lloarcls. I ,,·ant 
10 kncnv frorn tlw lioHH' Se rf·tarv if he is 
goin~·· , J upf_'I: it to T lw fire brig-a~dc boards 
of 1ho Stat·:>. Are all the Labour norninoe;3 
or: the r:ifferC'lJt fire }Jrigadc Lo.::trJs going to 
be rcrn )VCd 11-::xi ·vd'Pk fl:ild ::\ utionaJist 
appointed in their ~tc.uJ ~ 1 '.;aut to kno\\­
.. bout the technical collcg;"' <UH.l gra.:::n1nar 
' .. chools. \Yhy i3 it that this r •-cntial point 
of Go·. e>rnmPnt policy is. only going to b~~ 
up,>lied lo the> hoopita[ '? If the policy is 
~··isc and sound and c>an be pu ;helv defended, 
kt tho UovPrnnl·'nt cnrr\' it Out in itS 
ent-irct?. LP"t- tht'lll ~..,_, :·c;) all tl1 Lu.>onr 
nominee oif tlte varion~ (~oyern:mcnt bort1·Us 
and instituticn.s, anJ. rn1t thejr o'.vn no;11irH~L"'· 
ou then1. That \'t ou.ld be sho·w·ing· sorrw bold­
nes~ in c'rtrrying out t:1eir policy. \V-hy do 
the,· lea,_ e it to thP llon1c Secret~n·y to carry 
out the policy in his dcpaehw'!It, while the 
Trea urer i-5 llOt. touching· it, ('Y: ·1 \.,·lth th0 
p.·ov. rhial 40-foot pok, and other }linitl1 c 1·:; 

cu·e adop~ing the :::auH: attitude? 
There is ju.-.:t on0 other ll!'J.tt0r I wr,ut to 

refer to-the que~.tiou of the rnosquito canJ­
paigi . VYhen the G1·eater Brisbane arE"a. 
wa .; proclaimed and the llC'\v· councit can·H~ 
into operation, it "\YUB generally belieYcd that. 
:...omc <. JL.certed rtnd 1.\1 ll-organised atten1pt 
t'.·ouid lw n1nde to get rid of the mo;qnitoc-s 
in this cit:v. I bdieYe that bOrnething like• 
£20,000 or £25.000 h"s bec"n 'P' ut in attempt­
ing to cxtcr1ninatc nio-;quifoc". ~..\ prm11inout 
memb "l' of t.\w Cih- Coun('i], Aldermnu 
Oxl~,de, n1aJ:~ a date~Jient la~~ year in the 
council l·hat Lho rnc··f]uitor, '.\,_l'C vvor:-i•3 jll 
Brisbane and suburb~ to-{1av than e\·er in it~ 
previous history. \\~(~ \f'ntr1nbcr what 
hallpenf'rl last ycar~I clo uut kno'Y v·hl•ther 
they were bed in the dic-trict whcrt vou liv<e>, 
Mr: J:·Iax\v\._11. Lut I know that arouiHl Clay­
fH:"'ld you could uot read a ll('\1. spa per or n 
book at ni4'ht unlc;:,s you ha cl c ·H11c dwrnica.. l 
on the table to keep tllC'm "'"'ay. 

The SEC1V rARY FOH ::.\ITN-""': Tlwv v:uald 
lift vou out of b rl af A "cot. .. 

1\h. KIR\Y A="<: H >~onld he difficult to 
lift the Minist•r m· m"clf out, but tlwv 
might get '~.y 1.<th :he Flo!ne SecretarJ;. 
The attitud· I took up in rrf!ard f) th~ 
r::t-gang (' llnpaip,·l! when I was ..:-L:·istan t. 
Mini·-+ •r in t~c Hune Dcpnrlmr,·t W<te that 
it is no u~c doing a thing piecen1eal. So 
in cn.:::neri:ion 1"\·jth th0 rno.::quito can1paign­
some wcll-orgaDised attempt will haYe to 
be m·de not onlv bv the local authm·ities 
concprned hut bv ·eYerv householdc•r.. I'' YOl1 
go down the Sa,ndgat'e rotd iu a rar, ~Ot:t 
will notice on both sides of the road before 
you come to the Toombu I oYerbrid c;' a 
cutting called Schultz's canal. 

A GOVER::>;:ImNT IV1r.1IFER: " Schultr,'s Folly.'' 

[i}lr. Kirwan. 

Mr. KIR\Yc\.N: That particular place is 
ne thing but a series of swan1ps and V\ ~ter­
ho]c:i. The people in Nnnd~h . recen_red 
noticC4 fron1 the City Council urvolv1ng 
them in the payment of lfs. er £1 toward> 
1ho co~t of thC work, yet, after that ~as 
}J:~"('l1 done, the Citv c·ouncil h<ts fl lUO.:iQUltO­

breedil!g g'round in th,:.t pa~·tic~lnr :n:·aT~ 
for not <mlv the ''"hole of Num,,,,h bm ,o1 
iho whole o'f Bri.-:,anc•. What is tclP <;ood. ot 
the council in~i.:;tin;:; on ho,~seholders do~ng 
.heir part in th:_ : ~1sine-.:') if thry aro g?1ng 
tC> ]HiVP S\Ya1YlJ 1JrP0dj:1g tht'i' DlO-qUltOf'S 

by the n1illion '? 
Th:-~ Tn. -.:-rnE"R: ThP 1no~quitoj•--3 have not 

.··t.L sucecedt·cl in thi1111i~~g yo· 1 • 

Jrir. ::~IR\YA::\': rrho reason thPy do ne. 
-~ t tac-k U1' is be( ,'-lJ c I ,_ ave ~·. ~'ll scYt:n~c _,n 
vc· ,rs in puliiicaJ lifP, and, like 1ny fnc•nd 
·tl~c Trcr, 1.rcr, \\·ho bas been h. re~ a fhad ..,_ 
lono·cr than that, y f.' arl' not ~oft. enough for 
1 }Jc "rno '.Jni! oes to ta ·kiP. Po~sihly tht)y \1 ould 
L,, n1ore j11clinf'd to tacld" the ~'\Horney­
Grnoral or ~.he Se('l'l'~ar:,~ for :Yline.~. y,~ho ar 
nrcttv ~oft so fal'. and offer more 1ndncc~ 
}nent.": 

'The hon. nH c~lbPr for Kennedy rcff'rred to· 
n matter ,-.;hich had b£on di~cussecl "on 
""··r•ral oc asions on this votc"-that. of 
yenc-r0al di:-.ct.se. Although 1t 1:-1.. a matter 
t La t is di~xmssed fu:qucntly-it IS,. clobatied 
a( yarious medical conference~ anp all po­
--rernmcnt~ have t _)n;:)iJPr·~d 1t-U1cre coes 
not SPt.rll to be an.v real attc-1npt to grapple 
\Yith the CYil. rlih, previous Governme~t 
pa-,sc-d legislation ·which perhaps to a !2ertarn 
f•xtent haS been responsible for sten1n11ng the 
tide. There was need for it. I remember 
r.<tding an addrc:- delivered fGur 

1
0r five 

:·ec.r·· ago b_,. Dr. Barrett, of .JYieloom:ne, 
who I believe is one of the lead1pg medJC~J 
prar.titioru,rs in Au::tralia, jn YihiCh lu~ said 
that en~ in r~vory b=-n persons was affected 
bv this awful p!a.,;ue. It make' one ehu~der 
tr; think th ,t that is the state of the nat.10n. 
There h to be found in our _lib~-al'Y a book 
ln· an English doctot· nan1ed. R~1d~ a.,nd any-
1 :~dv who v ants to get an ll1"1f?ht mto the 
r,:Y"1ges of Yf'nerf'al disc>asc during the war 
slwuld nw:! it. Xo doubt the. hon,. memb~r 
for ~erthyr i., familiar :w1th n" 'Th1s 
authority sho\YS that ctt one tnne Hl England, 
~uch wa;, the tremendous wnst'lge causeJ. by 
the spread of that clisea·'c iE the ","ar penod, 
Prouah nH_•n Wf'l'f: In the hospita~s ~o l?ave 
brou~ht decisive yi('tory for the ~\lhcs In a 
verv -brid poriocl if thPy eoulrl ha Ye been 
put' into the field ... J thmk that _ ''c arc 
uwrr fortuEate Ill thts Stat.c than Ill othe_r 
portions of the Commol1wea~th; y~t the posi­
tion he1·~ dernand,., the cons1derabon of e.Lch 
and every ono of u:;;. As to what 1neas.ures. 
Ir1ust ultfn1~ttelv bP adopted I a111 not In a 
p~sition to sa,~. I prefer to lcaYo thot to 
n1edical n1('11. wl1o are 1noro c~n1pcte!1t to 
iudge nnd still Jnore cm:npctent to adv1se as 
t(• rc~cdial nl:·a,-;.urc-...; hut~· hatever IIF'3surr'.~ 
et·e adopted, they ,,jJl have to ]c,, of the most 
drastic chnr.acter, and the hbuty of th~ 
subject will ha>"O to be thrown ovcrboarc 
for· the time bein:.," 

At 9.13 p.m., 
The CHAIR:'IfAX resun1cd the chair. 

:.\Ir. KIRW.\l\': I think that we can com­
pliment the Commissioner of Public_ Hea.lt.h 
upon his activity in ,connectwn w1th th1s 
disease and the work tnat has been "done ?Y 
the c],~partment generally to mitigato 1ts 
awful rcsu Its. 
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I repeat that I am surprised at the policy 
enunciated by the Home Secretary, and the 
extra,>rdin<try position that other Ministers 
arc in in not attcn1pting to carry out such 
a scheme. It ma•· be possible of come 
explanation ao to why the Home Secretary 
is to be asked to carry this burden of making 
po!itica.l appointments under a policy which 
is nut going to b" applied to harbour boards 
aPd other bodir: '· 

I repeat t'tai I hope that, if any action is 
t1kcn br"· loc.d authorities in a n1osquito carn­
paign, it \Yill be effective in the direction 
I haYe mentioned. I understand that in 
Toowo,Jmua the council has got rid of the 
pest. I do not kncnv whether the hon. n1en1-
ber for Tocwooml"t is conversant with its 
methocb, but it has earned undying fame. 
If he is f .miliar wi[;, the scheme, no doubt 
the C1mmittee wo,lJ be indebted to him if 
he gave them an outline of it in order. that 
\H~ n1av; jrdg0 \YhPtll('r it conld not be 
n:11 ~-i' J to Bri l,-tl,r. 

:\Ir. CO!\ROY Ufaru oa): I w.1s very 
intcre,te<t to hr'tr the remarks of the hon. 
tne1nber for Tcowoon1ba, to-njght. B-i; 
re1n8 ... rks took 1110 bnck rr lny year::;-to the 
time when a sup)ortcr o£ tho La hour lnovo­
ment could not occupy a Govo:;_·nnvnt posi­
tion. IIo cm1lplaincd that ::\fr. :.\'icinnes was 
chairman of tlw Toowoomha Hospital Board. 
and, if he had his wav. :\lr. l\Iclnnrs \Yould 
n"t no.>' occup: th:•t position. 

\lr. _\xx.\~D: lie is a Go\,.crnn1ent seryant. 

}fr. CO::-<ROY: I am a very old member 
of the Labour movement, ami I h.we had 
many cxperic ',1Le,. I can recall thP time 
when a n1an 1vho \Vas recognised as a sup­
porib' of the Labour movement was regarded 
as of no account; hut, fortunably, that feel­
ing has TIO\Y pa~:-~~~d away; but, if the hon. 
rnenlb<?r for Too·woo1nba is t ·::>rrcct, the ~,arne 
feeling is b Jh1g- to L,• reintrodured, and if 
the policy contemplatod by the hon. member 
is carri1'd out in it~ appliC'a6ou to Labour 
support'erE:, th0n they are noi going to gf't a 
Yer.v fair deal. 

The TRE.\ScRER : X o one saicl that. 

:\Ir. COKROY: That is tho inference. I 
<'an r~_,collect n1any yr ars ago Labour sup­
porters being rcgnrded as of no account. 

'l'llC' SECREi.'Ri FOR }lr~Es: Ho'x long ago" 

)lr. CONROY: Long·cr than the hon. 
gcnt1Prnan ean rc•n1CIHbPr. 

The E'-ECWTARY FOR MINES : The ]ate Bi!lv 
Bro1Yne \V nE one· of the n1rht ropuJ 1r 1nen i;1 
Queensland. 

Mr. CO?\ROY: I can go hack thirty.sey,•n. 
.veaF. The romtrks of the hon. member for 
TooFoomba tnok me back to those old times 
when a man was of no account because he 
\Vas a ~upport'er of the Lahour move1nent. 
It is evident that the intention on tho part 
of hon. msmbers opposite is in the direction 
of restoring the feellng that existed in those 
~lays. That will he a very had thing indet •I. 
However. "·e have had a taste of it to·night, 
and no blame can be attached to us if, when 
we are returned to power-which will be in 
three y~ars' time-we give hon. members 
opposite a taste of what they are endeavour­
ing to give us to-night. They are taking 
away all cDnrrol of hospital matters from 

representatives of the La.bour movement. 
We on this side ne" er did that. 

The Ho;~rE SECRETARY: You di·d. 

l\fr. CONROY: \Ye did not put ~ational· 
i~ts off. 

The Ho~rE SECRETARY: Because you had no 
occc.~ion to dD so. 

lvfr. co~·ROY: 'l'h~ I-Ion1o Secrct:::1ry 
kno"\VS that I no ninato- cl three nwn ·who 
\Yere no~ L ,hour ~upporters. 

The HmiE SEcRETARY : I do not know that. 

J\Ir. CO~H OY : I a1n tr~lling the h,<?n. 
gcnrlen1_,n. Ht- kno\v..; that ono was a ponce 
llla<T-iAratc. 1-Io kno\Y:i that one. ''as a 
CO\ crnn1tr.t repre-~{ ·1.t.:1ti.vL at the time, and 
th et th<' other man was not elected by the 
subocriher· . 

I do not agr 0 that ', Govcrnn1Lnt r _'presen~ 
tativc , hould be a politic>:! supl?orter, ot 
ilw party in rower for the t·mc hemg. r.he 
C}oY"l'lllllC'llt haYO in :-en every or~lOl't~nlty 

1;0 :; ;;;iblc to rPpla,ce un . hospit~i . comnu~l.ees 
Go\ t'i'nrnent l'(·:wcsenuttlYf'·. lL~vin~, Laooul' 
ler:ninrrs with sUpport ·td nf thou ow;t rarty. 
\'l'n c:n only object to w<:h a poll.cy vor_Y 
,t;·onn+, and I ,.,11 r?rfcctly ccrt_am that, 
when,_., ~lue opportnnity arises, th_Js p:trty, 

hen again returnr_{l to power-, 1v1ll pursue 
th 0 pxamr:le th<>t has been set by the 
UoYt>rnluent. 

Item (Chief Office) agreed to. 

I\ELIEF OF ABORIG!;s'ALS. 

Tlw HOYE SECR:liTARY (Hon. J. 0. 
P(·fL•r,·1;l, ~' o nrzn'Jy): I br~ to n1ovc-

.. 'Lhd £64.20 he guntccl for 'Relief 
nf .Aborip:inals.' " 

lion. rncn1l1er,, wil: uot~ce that there is .. d 
decrca ·t' of £1,241 in ihB v?te as compare 
T' ith la t yt-ar's ,lppr<_>priation. Thc:tt rloeJ 
not Jnean that c~ mJoUH _, have. b:en effecTthe 
a~, thP cxpcn"e r;f the abor1g1nnJs. -
reduction has b<,en .:~ainly ~r?ught ab?ut by 
the rcn1oval of thn abonginal s?tt1ement 
from Taroom 10 \Voorabinda havmg been 
completed. ancl by t'lC fact that. the vote 
on last y( ",r\1 E::;.rinlates for rPpans to the 
auxiliar·· ketch ":\Ielbidir" does not appe.:tr 
on thP·sc E ~tirnates, tile work having: been 
comnlt:+ccl. 'fhe vote for the rehef <:f 
c bm:iginal has a~tuall.v bPrn i~lC;·eased lf 
allow:mce i~ made for the .. :; two rtems. 

Jtpm agrend to. 

CHIRILIBLE !~STITcTIOXS AND GRANTS. 

The H07\1E SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
PdcEon. ~Yormanby): I be I to move-

'· That £110.481 l:'i' granted for 
'{'harii :ble lmtitutions and Grants.' " 

Thi::1 Yote ,,ho\YS nn increae/·, of £4,471 over 
last y~ar. rrh(' incrcaS(9 arc Inadc Up of an 
irocr,:ase of £237 for teachers at the " Sch_ool 
of Inetruction a ncl Workshop for the Blmd 
and Deaf "; £35 increase in the , al11ry of the 
medical superintendent at the " Dunwich 
Home for Aged People " ; :f!20 _inc1:ease for 
the assist'."nt steward in that rnshtution; and 
the usual autmnatic increases. I am pleased 
to say Ihat tlwre ie no re-luction in the vote 
for charitable institutions. As a matter of 
fact, it is increased. 

Hon. J. C. Peterson.] 
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At 9.25 p.m., 
The CHAIR1\1AN: Under the provlSions 

.of the "'">ional Order agreed to by the 
House on 22nd ~'-ugust last, I shall now leave 
the chair and mako m:, report to the House. 

The Hon~e resumed. 
The CnuRMm reported progress. 
H.esLLilption of Com,e1ittee made an Order 

of the Day for to-morro"·· 
Tlc~ Hoc:· e <>djournod at 9.30 p.m. 

Questions. 




