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TUESDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1929.

The Spesxer (Hon. 7. Windsor)

took the chair at 2.30 p.m.

Taylor,

QUESTIONS.
RETIREMENT OF ACTING SERGEANT P. BRADY.
Mr. WINSTANLEY (Quecnton), for Mr.

BARBER (Bundaberg), asked the Home
Secretary—
“Will he detail the circumstances

under which Acting Sergeant P. Brady,
lately stationed at Kuranda, was retired
from the Police Force?”

The HOME SECRETARY
Peterson, Normanby) replied—

(Hon. J. C.

“In January, 1923, Acting Scrgeant
Patrick Brady, then at Cairns, reported
on his condition of health, and laid
special stress on the fact that he was
subject to severe headaches, and that
his eyesight was defective. He was later
examined by Drs. Clarke and Jamieson,
two legally qualified medical men
appointed in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Police Acts, and they
certified that he was unfit for service in
the Police Force. Representations appear
to have been then made favouring the
temporary retention of the acting ser-
geant in the Police Force, and this
course was followed. Subsequently, in
Avugust, 1929, this matter again came
up for review, and the Commissioner,
who had a personal knowledge of the
acting sergeant and his infirmities,
recommmended that he be retired from
active service, and his formal retirement
was approved in August, 1929, subject
to the terms of leave of absence, on pay,
to which he was entitled.”

Ducuess 10 MounNT Isa RAILwAY.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): 1 desire
to ask the Secretary for Railways whether
he has an answer to the following questions,
which T addressed to him on the 16th
October : —

1. What is the distance from Duchess
to Mount Isa?

“2. What was the cost per mile for
construction of Mount Isa Railway?

“3 What was the cost of
buildings, water supplies, etc.?

“ 4. What was the total cost?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—

station

“1 to 4. The hon. member can obtain
most of the information he desires on
page 35 of the Commissioner’s annual
report. The figures given include station
buildings, water supplies, etc., not yet
complete.”

PAPERS.
The folliowing papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed : —
Twenty-seventh Annual Report of the
Manager of the Agricultural Bank
for the year ended 30th June, 1929,
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Thirteenth Annual Report of the State
Government Insurance Office for tha
year ended 30th June, 1929.

Report of the Provisional Forestry Board
for the year ended 30th June, 1929.

Fifth Annual Report of the Prickly-pear
Land Commission for the year ended
30th June, 1929.

SUPPLY.

REstMprion OF COMMITTEE—ININTH AILLOTTED
Day.

(Mr. Roberts, East Toownomba, in the chair.)
HoME SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.
CHIEF OFVICE.
Question stated—

““ That £8,611 be granted for ‘ Home
Secretary’s Department—-Chief Office.” ”’

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay):
When the Committee adjourned on Thurs-
day last, I had raised certain questions on
these Estimates on which I asked for infor-
mation. The first question I raised was as
to the reasons which actuated the Home
Secretary, in the first instance, in declaring
his intention to have an inquiry into a certain
unfortunate case, and the reasons which
actuated him or the Cabinet later in review-
ing that decision. The Minister, by inter-
jection, said that he could mention a
hundred cases where similar action had been
taken. I pointed out that I did not think
that was so; but, even if it were so, it did
not absolve the hon. gentleman from the
duty of making a statement to this Com-
mittee. I pointed out earlier in my speech
that the usual practice was for the police to
make a report and recommendation, and
for the Home Secretary to proceed upon
them,

I also raised the question that certain
clergymen had visited the Home Secretary
and made certain recommendations.
pointed out that the Attorney-General, on his
Estimates, had declared that those clergymen
had had the opportunity of seeing the
papers, and they had agreed that, in the
public interests, no inquiry should be held;
but that I had read in Thursday morning’s
paper that those individuals had contradicted
the Attorney-General, and said that they
had never seen the papers or agreed that
no inquiry should be held. I repeat that the
question of whether an inquiry should be
held or not can be decided only after a full
perusal of the reports concerned. Not having
read the papers myself, I am not in a posi-
tion to say whether that inquiry should be
held of not; but I feel perfectly confident
that henceforth the Minister will no doubt
appreciate the wisdom of conducting his
department in such a way that he will be
perfectly sure of his ground before he com-
mits himself to any definite line of action.

Another matter I discussed was the ques-
tion of the~ Minister’s omission to receive
certain deputations. I have received cer-
tain communications from the Trades and
Labour Council of Queensland, in which that
body makes certain complaints.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I have availed
myself of the privilege of reading the remaris
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of the Leader of the Opposition prior to the
adjournment on Thursday, and 1 am, there-
fore, in a position to say that he is now
only repeating those remarks. Consequently,
I see no recason why he should proceed on
those lines, and I ask him to desist.

My. W. FORGAN SMITH: Sometimes
in public speaking it is necessary to emphasise
a point by repeating it more than once; and,
if, Mr. Roberts, you note the manuer in which
I set out my specches, you will find {hat
[ frequently adopt that method. I have re-
ceived certain letters from the Queensland
Trades and Labour Council complaining that
the Minister has refused to receive deputa-
tions. 'The letter I hold in my hand now
is dated 21st October, and runs—

“Dear Sir,—By direction of the above
council I have to write you drawing
your attention to the position taken up
by the Home Secretary in regard to a
request from this council to meet depu-
tations. I enclose correspondence to and
from the Home Secretary, and he even
does not, in one or two instances, acknow-
ledge my letters.

“I do not know of any instance
where a Minister has ever taken this
stand to an important body as the Trades
and Labour Council, who represent the
industrial movement of this State.

“We trust you will cecept this and
take whatever steps are necessary to
bring the matter under the notice of
Parliament and the people of this State.

‘I shall be thankful if you will return
the corvespondence when finished with.
“I remain,
“ Respectfully vours.
“(8gd.) R. J. MrLvEy,
‘“ General Secretary.”’

The correspondence, first of all, indicates
a request by the council for a deputation
about the Laydon case; and, secondly, shows
that they asked for a deputation about Go-
vernment relief. The letter was acknow-
ledged, but the matter was not finalised;
that is to say, no definite date has been
appointed by the Minister on which he will
receive the deputation. On 29th July, the
secretary of the council wrote to the Home
Secretary again—

“ My council is anxious to have a reply
to their two previous letters re deputa-
tions to you. .

“1I shall be thankful if you will advise
me_if you intend receiving those depu-
tations.””

On 2nd August, the Under Secretary to the
Home Department repliel, setting out what
had been done in regard to the Laydon case;
but the papers appear to indicate that this
council has applied for deputations on cer-
taln matters, and up to the present has not
been able to get a definite reply.

The Home SeCRETARY: You supplied the
answer the other day. You said that, if
anybody goes in for ‘‘stunting,’’ there is
some justification.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: These letters
do not appear to be anything in the nature
of “stunting.’” Ministers must take the
responsibility for their own actions.

The Hoar Secrerary: No honourable
member opposite can truthfully say that I
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have misjudged any deputation. I have

always done my best to assist them.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH : I am quoting
these letters which I have received in order
that the Home Secretary might have an
opportunity of making a statement upon
them. The letters that I have before me,
and from which I have quoted, indicate that
certain correspondence has taken place. [
consider that the proper place to deal with
the matter is on the floor of this Chamber
so that the Home Secretary might have an
opportunity of stating his point of view.

Another matter upon which I should like
some information is a rather important one.
t arises as a result of an amendment of the
Criminal Code providing for the abolition
of capital punishment. There are at the
present time in the prisons in Queensland
certain men serving life sentences. The
Criminal Code was amended in the direction
of abolishing capital punishment and pro-
viding imprisonment for life in place thereof,
The question has been raised on two or three
occasions as to the advisability or otherwise
of imposing upon these life sentence
prisoners a determinate senteuce. The aver-
age period of a “lifer” in gaol is deter-
mined very largely by the conduct of the
prisoner. It has been pointed out on previous
occasions by prison authorities that, if
these men were given determinate sentences,
it would create an incentive for them 1n
certain directions, and leave with them
some ray of hope with regard to the future.
From the point of view of the general
administration of gaols, one can realise the
importance of the attitude of the gaol
authorities. They point out that these inen
have already been sentenced to the supreme
sentence imposable by any court, and, con-
sequently, no further punishment that might
be imposed to meet any dereliction of duty
under prison rules or regulations could act
as a deterrent to these prisoners. I know
that the ex-ITome Secretary, the present
hon. member for Mount Morgan, held rather
definite views on this matter. I should
like to know from the Home Secretary
whether he is prepared to consider the
advisability of giving a determinate sen-
tence in all these cases after a period of
imprisonment has been served.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): I .wish to
mention a case in which the local govern-
ment functions of the departinent are dis-
tinctly opposed to the health functions of the
department. I refer to the case of a neces-
sary water supply for Quilpie. which has
been side-tracked for six years, partly by
the local authorities. Adavale, the. head-
quarters of the shire of Adavale, has gradu-
ally retired into a third or fourth rate town
following the opening of the railway to
Quilpie and the fact that the Quilpie rail-
head also carries with it the distinction of
being one of the greatest trucking centres
in the country. The Commissioner for Rail-
ways has been very good in his attempts to
mitigate the difhiculty connected with a
general water supply at Quilpie; but there
comes a limit to the capacity of the pump-
ing plant of the Railway Department to
supply local water requirements during
times of drought, which, unfortunately, too
often recur. Under these circumstances the
water supply becomes more of a meat extract
than a water supply. Six years ago there
was an agitation with the object of inducing

Mr. Bedford.]
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the local authority which has its head-
quarters and most ol its voting power and
interest at Adavale to sink a bore; but the
Adavale Shire Council was against this,
mostly by reason of its experience in having
a local bore at Adavale, which produced
water not generally usable. Finally, when
the Health Department moved to force the
Adavale Shire Council 1o retreat from its
policy of opposition, it was decided to make
a better local catchment area of the Bulloo
River and reticulate from that source.

Then the Adavale Shire Council came in
after the Health Department had done its
proper job in forcing it to supply local
requirements, and threw a spanner into the
machinery by insisting that Quilpie should
bear the whole cost of the installation. This
in itself would be unjust, because Quilpie,
as a railhead, is supplying and serving, not
only the town of Quilpie, but two quite large
areas in the Adavale shire. Since then the
question of a bore at or near this place—prob-
ably resulting in some valueless water supply
from a drillhole, as at Adavale—has largely
been set at rest by the striking of 500,000
gallons of splendid water at a depth of 3,000
feet at Whynot, some little distance out of
Quilpie. I have received this petition which
is about to be presented to the Home Secre-
tary—

“We, the residents of Quilpie, which is
carrying a population of from 500 and
600 people, have been in urgent need of
a healthy water supply, and this matter
is more urgent in a time of drought
which has existed for the past three or
four years. Our present supply is get-
ting very low, and in a month or two
will be dangerous for inhabitants, as
rain water 1s practically not in exist-
ence.

“We have endeavoured to obtain such
a supply by every means, and we now
appeal to you for your assistance. Your
department, through your health inspec-
tor, Mr. Beaver, knows the urgency,
while your health officer, Dr. Coffey, has
reported on same.

“ Qur difficulty appears to be money.
The Irrigation Department has made
out alternative reports—(l) by damming
the Bulloo and pumping, and (2) from
an artesian bore. Both estimates are in
the vicinity of £9,000. Owing to the
uncertainty of obtaining good water from
a bore, we have hitherto been in favour
of pumping the water from the Bulloo.
But now the Whynot trust bore has
struck flowing water which has proved
of excellent quality, we now favour a
bore.

“The Adavale Council, our governing
body, which governs from Adavale, is not
in favour of making the whole shire a
benefited area. The country ratepayers
of No. 2 division, of which we belong,
owing to the drought and heavy taxa-
tion, though fully aware of the urgency
of an adequate water supply, decline v
be taxed for the scheme. The position,
therefore, looks as though, through
money matiers, we are unable to get a
water supply.

“We therefore appeal to you maost
earnestly for your assistance to try and
find a way in which we can get a supply.

[Mr. Bedford.
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“ The extreme heat in summer and th
dust storms to which we are subject, the
disagreeableness of which would be much
more cheerfully borne if decent water
were available.

“ Surely there must be some fund or
some Act to help in such an urgent case,
such as a trust bore through your depart-
ment !

“The Government boring plant 1
working at Whynot, 26 miles away, anu
should soon be finished. In the interests
of unemployment and the short distance
for the plant to be shifted, we urge the
necessity of starting this bore.

“Trusting to have your sympathy and
assistance in this matter,
‘“We are,
“ Yours faithfully,
“ Crrizens or QUILPIE.”

This petition is signed by—

“ Yames Corones, A. S. Narracott, A.
H. Hindmarsh, Thomas Clutterbuck, D.
Angus, Mrs. D. Angus, Mrs. H. Angus,
N. Conquest, Kevin Gibson, H. Larkmns,
R. A. Johns, H. Corones, J. O’Neill,
P. McCormack, A. L. Smaldon, P. J.
Smaldon, O. P. Lapham, E. Lapham,
I. Jarley Jones, P. York, R. I. Lyon,
T. Power, C. Power, G. Goddard, J. W.
Davis, A. A. Bell, W. H. Puller, H. H.
Hatten, A. G. Mead, Capper and Com-
pany, M. Phelan, R. Stirling, L. McCon-
nell, J. Kursey, W. Paterson, R. Pater-
son. W. J. Paterson, H. M. Davis, E.
Hansen, W. B. Clarke, E. McConnell,
R. H. Bignell, L. Preston, W. Ejyre,
Harold G. Cush, G. Dunkley, and
B. Ammanuel.”

1 trust that the Health Department will be
able to see its way to interfere in what is,
after all, a local authority dispute. We are
keeping up hospitals all over the State, and
at the same time the general neglect of
health laws, which, if observed, are suffi-
ciently complete to make all the difference

in health, is filling our hospitals. So the
vicious circle goes on.
The HoMe SecrETarRY: How long has

Quilpie been trying to get this bore?

Mr. BEDFORD: Six years. The local
authority has heid them up all the time.
That has been partly because of jealousy and
partly because the Adavale Shire Council
insisted on the town of Quilpie being
declared a benefited area for the work, thus
exempting the rest of the shire from bearing
the cost.

In judging these Fstimates, it must be con-
sidered that this is an apparently unpayable
department, because it is engaged in activi-
ties from which there is no possibility of
revenue returns to any extent, besides which
it is engaged in the most thankless of all
occupations—trying to impart intelligence
to the stupid, trying to teach people not to
hurt themselves, as they do by a genecral
disregard of the laws of health, due largely
to the inaction of stupid local authorities.
It is an extraordinary thing that, on the one
hand, we obtain money for hospitals and for
the expert scientific invesigation for the
prevention and the cure of disease, whilst
at the same time we permit a continuous
crop of those diseases to be grown. There
must be some reason besides the actual steam
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in the cylinder, that one man can live a
hard life and live to be 100 years of age
whilst another man, born in better monetary
eircumstances, can only live until thirty-five
years of age, his normal condition during
life being ill-health. That reminds me of Bill
Wardley, who died the other day, a mere
routh of 108! Wardley was one of the first
eight-hour day protagonists in Melbourne,
and up to two or three months before his
death he took on the job of working in a
bakery three nights a week. He was very
human, of course, because every Friday night
he came down amongst the village lads and
had his six or eight rums after viewing the
funeral procession of people who had never
had a drink in their lives. (Laughter.)
During the last few months of his life he
said to Lewis MecDonald, whilst actively
engaged drawing bread out of the oven ““I
don’t understand what is coming over these
young fellows—they have no independence.
There are my two boys; they have both
taken the old age pension.” When he was
asked the ages of the two “ boys,” he replied
that one was eighty-four and the other
seventy-nine years of age. Compared with
these men, there seems no reason why Aus-
tralia should not be putting up in better
form the great records for longevity that
were apparent in the Commonwealth a few
years ago and are still apparent in this, the
healthiest State In Australia, apparently
because of the heat. A great French doctor
says that a man lives as long as his kidneys
let him, so that apparently the kidneys are
the main factors in longevity. It is a fact
that in this hot climate of ours the skin
takes the work off the kidneys for a great
many months of the year, and we have the
finest examples in the world of longevity.
Another authority has put it that a man is
as old as his arteries.

One of the greatest illustrations of the
overlapping of authorities and the non-
enforcement of the law is the government of
this city. Years before its time in point of
population this ecity was presented with a
sewerage scheme which Melbourne did not
begin to think of until it had a population
of 400,000; but, outside of that and outside
of the fact that a very ornate and expensive
town hall has been provided much before its
time—or rather, much before its time
because other necessary reforms are behind
their time—the fact remains that here the
conditions of food and the general conditions
of health would disgrace a country town of
thirty years ago. It is difficult to find a
properly run restaurant. In such a sheltered
business as the liquor trade it is difficult to
find properly equipped and properly main-
tained lavatories. It is difficult to find, for
instance, in this city anything approaching
the system of garbage destruction which any
decent city would insist upon. In the
cities where civilisation is at ifs best, the
first step is the destruction of flies and rats;
vet the system of garbage removal of the
Greater Brisbane Council is absolutely the
finest so far as working in favour of the
retention and spread of these two pests is
concerned,

[5 p.m]

In most places where garbage is properls
handled, and, as it will be in time, each house
will destroy its own garbage and use the
resultant heat for the maintenance of a hot-
water service. In decent towns garbage is,
by law, forced to be drained—especially the

1929—3 1
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kitchen refuse—then packed into clean paper
and taken to the garbage can, and that
garbage can removed, papers and all, in
the municipal garbage cart. In decent towns
the garbage carts are covered. Here, while
we are spending large amounts of money
on hospitals and the prevention of disease,
open garbage carts go about the main strects
of the city distributing discases; and there
still exists in this place a garbage remover
called the pig-man. I did not know who the
pig-man was, but on investigation I found it
was this kind of person: When the garbage
in decently run houses is put into these clean
papers some odoriferous and malodorous
attendant carefully unwraps it, sorts all the
garbage, and then puts it into a can to fester
until the pig-man comes. If there is one
point on which the Health Department should
insist, it is that it should teach the local
Health Department of Brisbane its business.
It should insist, too, that the State money
is not to be spent, as carelessly as a drunken
sailor spends his wages, on keeping up
hospitals and going into research for the
prevention of 'disease while all these stupid
people are actively engaged in disseminating
it. I trust the Minister for Health will do
something in this regard.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): I would like
to say a word or two in regard to the
metropolitan milk supply and the milk sup-
plies of other large ecities in Queensland.
It appears to me that we have got ourselves
into the position now when nobody knows pre-
cisely what is being contemplated in regard
to the milk supply. There has been seme
discussion about the Brisbane City Council
taking over and discharging certain functions
in regard to the Brisbane supply; that the
Home Department shall discharge certain
other functions; and the Department of
Agriculture has very well defined functions
that it discharges. We have dual control
in our milk supply, and we are threatened
with triple control. It would be a most
desirable thing if the metropolitan milk
supply and the milk supply of all large
cities were under uniform control, with one
board responsible for the maintenance of a
pure milk supply.

The question I more particularly desire
to address myself to on this point is the
persistent and continuous adulteration of
milk by the addition of water. The report
of the Heatlh Department shows that this
practice, instead of diminishing as the years
go by, is continually expanding, and that
there iz more adulterated milk being sold
in Brisbane to-day than ever before. 1In
my opinion, the man who practises that kind
of thing is a most contemptible criminal.
There can be no doubt that very grave harm
results from this practice. It is true that
very frequently the man who owns the
milk run i1s the victim of circumstances over
which he has no control. 1 believe these
unfortunate people arc penalised very fre-
quently owing to the activities of some
roundsman that thev employ. The whole
question is: How are we going to escape
the very serious consequences of adulterated
milk? From the biological side, the Hezlth
Department has done excellent work. The
report seems to indicate that we have a
purer milk supply in Brisbane to-day than
we have had for many years; but we have
more water in ocur milk supply than has
been the case in the past. There are certain
penalties provided.

Mr, Bulcock.]
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It would appear that these penalties are
not nearly severe enough, and that the man
who deliberately, wickedly, and wilfully con-
taminates the city’s milk supply, thereby
wickedly depriving children of 'the nourish-
ment which they should obtain, and which
is absolutely essential to them, should be
punished with a good deal greater vigour
and rigour than is being meted out to him
to-day. This is a question which demands
some consideration.

We imight argue from the point of view
that the principal of a milk run is not
responsible, and that he frequently has to
carry the responsibility of other people.
In this connection, T would suggest one or
two remedial measures, In the first place,
I think the Home Secretary should take into
consideration the question of more severe
punishment in certain cases.

The HoME SecreETARY: We have to amend
the Act in that regard.

Mr. BULCOCK : It is worth while con-
sidering. First of all, I would suggest that
the Home Department should endeavour to
get greater control over the milk supply;
secondly, that greater punishment be inflicted
on the individual who wickedly and wilfully
adulterates milk; and, thirdly, some pro-
tection might be offered or some suggestion
made to the principal vendor of the milk
to protect him from the activities of certain
employees.

I believe it is the practice in some places
to utilise a sealed can. When the milk comes
from the central depot—the dairy in the case
of a warm milk supply—the owner of the
dairy is compelled by law to put a padlock
on the lid of the can, which must be locked
and sealed. The employee takes over those
cans of milk, and, if the inspector discovers
that the seal is broken when he intercepts
the employee on his round, it is the employee
who is liable and not the employer.

. The Home SecreTary: They can put water
in after they get the milk.

Mr. BULCOCK : That, after all, is only
one side of the question. There are already
penalties provided against the man who
carries water on the milk cart.

An QOrposirioN MEMBER: A man can use it
out of his own tap.

The HoMe Secretary: How would you get
over the problem of a perfectly honest milk
vendor going around and an employee adding
{va,tler to the milk? That is one of the draw-
DaCKs.,

Mr. BULCOCK : You can protect the milk
vendor by sealing the can. When the can is
sealed, it is obvious that no water can be
added to the contents of the can. It is not a
difficult matter to seal the can. If water
then be discovered in the milk and the seal
is_broken, it is the employee who is respon-
sible. Tt may be discovered in a portion
of the milk being delivered to the house-
holder, and in that case the inspector would
take a sample of milk from the can itself;
aqd, if that were not adulterated, but the
milk which the employce was distributing
was adulterated, it would be demonstrated
that it was the employee who was responsible
and not the employer. That would protect
the decent employer and sheet it home to the
employee. I believe in many cases the
employer gets a rough deal in this respect.

[Mr. Bulcock.
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There is an incentive to adulterate milk,
and we should protect the employer, and
introduce regulations whereby we can defi-
nitely sheet home the guilt to the culprit.
I believe these suggestions are worthy of con-
sideration, and that most dairymen would
welcome the general use of a sealed can.
We know that the law at present is not
mpﬁh dreaded by the people who adulterate
milk.

The HoMe SECRETARY: The milkboy may
run away and put water in the milk. He
may have some milk to deliver to Mrs. Jones,
for instance, and, before he delivers it, he
may put water in it.

Mr. BULCOCK: If a sample of milk
taken from a scaled can were found to
contain water, the employee will be liable
as the seal must not be broken. The
employec cannot introduce water per medium
of the tap. A sample of milk from the can
would be pure or not pure. If it were not
pure,, the onus would be on the employer and
not on the employee, so that such a provision
would protect the employee, It seems to
me that that is one way out the difficulty;
but where milk is being adulterated—I mean
maliciously adulterated—we should have
recourse to much more severe penalties than
are enforced at present. The general prac-
tice in courts in Queensland 1s to fine a
delinquent £1 for every percentum of added
water; but I undersiand that that scale
goes on Indefinitely—that is to say, if an
individual adds 8 per cent of water to his
milk, he will be fined £8 whether it is the
first or the third offence. That is obviously
undesirable and unsound. I think that the
department might here link up with the
Department of Agriculture and the City
Council. The City Council issues dairying
licenses, which carry the right to produce
and sell milk. A certain fee is payable in
respect of the licenses. Why not {ake
advantage of this fact in our endeavour to
provide pure milk for the people? For
adulteration in other directions we inflict
more severe penalties than we do on the
man who adulterates milk. Take the liquor
trade. If a licensee deviates from the law
on three occasions, he may be compelled to
“toe the line” in ecarnest; ke becomes a
proscribed individual in the trade. It 1is
a much more serious offence to adulterate
mills than it is to adulterate spirits. At
least it is from my standpoint, although,
perhaps, some hon. members will not agree
with me. If we had a system whereby
individuals convicted for the third time of
the offence of adulterating milk, where it
was conclusively proven under the system
T have outlined that they werc doing this
for personal gain and were prepared to
undermine the health of children in order to
attain that end, if the department, acting
in unison with the Department of Agricul-
ture and the City Council, had the power
to cancel a license for a given period,
think it would act as a very good deterrent.
Fines do not cover the needs of the case.
Suppose a man is adding 10 per cent. of
water to his milk, and it goes on for zome
considerable time. Ie is fined—£10, we
shall say—and ordered to pav the costs of
court—which, I suppose, would be covered
by £2. In other words, he is mulcted to
the extent of £12 for adding 10 per cent.
of water to his milk for some considerable
period, and I dare say at the average price
of milk in Brisbane—which is 8d. per quart
-—he has made more than he has to pay.
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Very often when these fines are inflicted the
employer blames the unfortunate employee;
but, if we had a provision that, in the
cvent of three successful prosecutions against
a dairyman or milk vendor, his license would
be cancelled, I believe that we should do
more to purify the milk supply than by
any other individual factor that I know of.
I would not confine the practice to Brisbane.
Possibly we may have in the future a purer
milk supply in Brisbane than we have at
present, although personally I am very vague
as to what the council proposes to do. There
is a good deal of talk about pasteurisation
and cooling plants. In any case, that applies
only to Brisbane. I think that the question
of the general supervision of the milk trade
of Queensland, particularly in the towns and
cities, should receive full consideration. The
Minister tells me that it involves an altera-
tion of the Act. Xven so, I do not believe
that an alteration on the lines I have sug-
gested would take very long to put through
Parliament. I believe that fundamentally
every member of this Assembly is intensely
interested in the preservation of the health
standards of the children of our State, and
tlfmt is really what I am arguing in favour
of.

There is another matter that I desire to
mention, and it is in connection with the
establishment of baby clinics. It is obvious
that we are doing quite a lot as a State for
the protection of infant life in our com-
munity; we are probably doing more than
any State in the Commonwealth, and we are
probably doing quite as much to-day as New
Zealand is doing under its far-famed system
of child welfare, Queensland is so situated
geographically that we have wide ranges of
climate and wide ranges of infantile dis-
ability. The western part of Queensland
to-dav probably presents problems to the
individual who is interested in child welfare
that the coast does not present. There are
records which show that in certain areas the
infantile mortality is very high, and for no
apparent reason; In a locality adjoining it
the infantile mortality may be particularly
fow, again for no apparent reason. Doctors
come and go to these localities, and there
must be somte reason underlying the matters
I have mentioned. We have a system
whereby we train nurses in ante-natal and
post-natal clinic work and infantile welfare.
We have a series of hospitals in the West
admirably equipped for maternity cases.
Associated with the question of maternity
must always be associated this question of
ante-natal and post-natal welfare and the
care of the very young child. I quite realise
that the Minister may not be able to carry
out my suggestion immediately, particularly
through lack of trainees capable of under-
taking this particular work, but I believe
that it would be an excellent thing if, in
conjunction with our maternity system, we
couid endeavour later, when trainees are
available for the work, to make it incumbent
on hospital committees in districts where
there is a maternity hospital to have on the
staff & nurse who has graduated in ante-
natal and post-natal welfare and child wel-
fare work. It has been suggested that indi-
vidual clinics should be established at cer-
tain centres. The trainee would be a
member of the general staff, and would be
stationed where there were maternity hos-
pitals. I consider that would be an excellent
innovation, which probably would lead to
the solution of some of those problems of
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infant life mortality which are only too pre-
valent in Western Queensland. The Minister
might argue that a travelling clinic is being
instituted. That is a very excellent thing
in its way, more particularly in connection
with small railway sidings where no medical
facilities are provided, but in regard to
towns that travelling clinic is not likely to
be so very valuable for this reason: Assum-
ing that there is an outbreak of summer
diarrheea, which is very prevalent amongst
the children of the West, obviously a child
cannot wait until a travelling clinic comes
along, and obviously, if there were a nurse
trained in infantile welfare available, the
mothers would be quite pleased to take their
children to this little centre. It would not
entail very great expense. I believe the
funds of the “Golden Casket” could be
used in that particular direction. .
The Howmk SrecRETARY: There is a big
demand on ‘ Golden Casket’ funds.

Mr. BULCOCK: I quite realise that.
One thing that I believe justifies the exist-
ence of the * Golden Casket” more than
anything else is that it provides the neces-
sary funds for the advancement of such
schemes as I have placed before the Com-
mittee this afternoon. Facilities are offered
for nurses to be trained. In the Western
areas, where maternity hospitals have been
established, the medical evidence sustains the
argument of the pioneer of the movement.
who said that ante-natal and post-natal
knowledge was very necessary on the part of
the mothers of our State.

We all subscribe to the opinion expressed
to-day that there is a lamentable want of
knowledge on the part of mothers. I do
rot say of all mothers; but all have not the
mothercraft, as it were, that is necessary.
The Minister knows that to be only too
true. 'This is a difficuity that arises: A
doctor in <charge of a hospital is an
extremely busy man, and frequently has not
the time, and sometimes the inclination, to
sit down with a mother and discuss the
things which, as I suggest. are of wvital
importance to the child and the mother that
a nurse would have who was trained in
these particular directions. A doctor in
charge of a hospital frequently has a private
practice outside which demands quite a lot
of his time, care, and attention; and he
cannot be expected to go into all the little
necessary details with a mother. He pos-
sibly goes into detail on the major matters
and leaves the rest to chance. I know of a
doctor in a western town who, when
approached by a mother, says ‘“ Go along
and discuss that with Granny So-and-So,
for she knows more about the rearing of
children than I do.” If you had nurses
trained in child welfare stationed in the
western towns, they could give ali this
information; and, what is befter, a nurse
trained in the western country would be in
a position to give better advice in regard
to child welfare than one who is not. I
commend the suggestion to the Minister.
The women who are prepared to go to the
backblocks and there bear children with all
the dangers that it entails and rear them
should be provided with comforts equal to
their more fortunate sisters in the city. The
city mother can secure advice from a variety
of clinics. The mother in Longreach,
Blackall, Barcaldine, or Aramac who
desires advice in reference to a sick or ail-
ing baby has to go all the way to Rock-
hampton to secure advice from the clinic

Mr. Bulcock.]
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there. 1f it can be overcome, then it should.
I believe this difficulty can be overcome by
the training of sisters in conjunction with
the matron of the hospital so that in every
centre there will always be a child welfare
sister to whom mothers can come for advice.

Mr. HYNES (Townsville): I desire to
make a few observations regarding the
activities of the Home Department. First
of all, I would like to make some reference
to the splendid work that has been done
during the last ten or fifteen years in con-
nection with the reduction of infantile mor-
tality in this State. I have read the report
of the director of infant welfare; and the

figures disclosed in the table he has pub-

lished should be read by every citizen in
the State. They show what has been
achieved in the direction of reducing infan-
tile mortalily in Queensland. We find from
this table that in the five-year period {from
1909 to 1913 the infantile mortality was 67
per 1,000 births, and that in the fve-year
period from 1924 to 1928 the mortality was
reduced to 49.9 per 1,000. Last year, 1928,
the figures show that Queensland was in a
very fine position as compared with the
othey States and other countries. 'The figures
were 46.55 per 1,000. That reflects the
splendid work that is being done by the
Child Welfare Department. I feel sure that
the Minister will insist on the carrying on
of the good work which the previous Go-
vernment commenced. By so doing he will
receive the thanks of every member of this
galty and of the people throughout the
tate,

I would like to make some reference also
to the Eventide Home which has been
established at Charters Towers. I had an
opportunity of visiting this home a couple
of weeks ago; and thore is no doubt thai
the departure in this instance from fthe old
method of housing and caring for the aged
people in this State is a distinet improve-
ment. I noticed that the huts had water
laid on, that little kitchen-gardens were pro-
vided for the old men inmates, and that
double huts wers available in which old
couples could live together. Those are very
fine innovations, and I hope the Minister
will expedite the arrangements so that many
old people can receive the benefits as soon
as possible.

The HoME SECRETARY: My predecessor had
some rule that the institution at Charters
Towers would be available only for people
from north of Townsville. That is the diffi-
culty.

My, HYNES: I have worried both the
hon, gentleman and his predesessor regard-
ing applications made by old reahlents of
North Queensland who are to-day in Dun-

wich. It will be readily understood that
those people are really discontented in
Dunwich. In the first place, they do not

have the liberty in Dunwich that they would
have at the new institution at Charters
Towers; and, secondly, they have not the
same opportunlty of communing with friends
and relatives by reason of the vast distance
between them and the expense incurred in
travelling from North Qucensland to Bris-
bane. I understood that 1t was the intention
of the department to allow inmates of Dun-
wich who had a residence in North Queens-
land of fifteen years to have an opportunity
of being transferred to the Eventide Home
at Charters Towers, where there is accommo-
dation for 150 people, and I would ask the
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Minister to carry out the promise made by
his predecessor in that respect.

I take this opportunity of voicing my pro-
test against the action of the Home Secretary
in removing the Government representatives
from the hospital board at Townsville, The
hon. gentleman’s action has caused a great
deal of criticism of the Government, not only
by Labour supporters, but by well-known
adherents of his own party. In Townsville
we had the spectacle of three public-spirited
men, who had given good service to the
Townsville hospital and to the people of
North Queensland generally, being replaced
by well-known political partisans of the hon.
gentleman’s party.

Referring to the State Children Depart-
ment, I offer my congratulations to the direc-
tor for the very comprehensive and exhaustive
review of the work of his department during
the past twenty years which appears in the
annual report recently published. 1t wouid
be well if other administrators followed that
excellent lead. The director comments on
his suggestion of some years ago for the
establishment of a home for defective chil-
dren, which he points out is becoming more
necessary with the passage of time. He
stresses the fact that at the present time
there is a number of State children who
might be beneficially treated in such a home,
but who are assomatmg with normal chil-
dren, to the detriment of the latter. I com-
mend the suggestion of the director that
these defective children should be segregated,
and urge the Minister to take early action
in the matter. Of course, there were financial
reasons why something was not done in the
past, but I hope that steps will be taken to
remedy the matter now.

I would also like to make some reference
to the orphanage vote. I notice that in
recent years there has been a great reduc-
tion in the number of children cared for in
the Townsville orphanage; and to-day there

are only twenty inmates in that

[3.30 p.m.] institution. I suppose the expense

there is very comsiderable, and
it is mooted that the institution should be
transferred to Charters Towers. 1 notice that
the Director of State Children makes certain
rcference in his report to the humane action
of certain public bodies in Townsville who
take the orph‘ln children out for a day’s
holiday. It is admitted that the Labour
Council in Townsville at their annual festivi-
ties—that is, the commernoration of Labour
Day—have & committee who entertain these
children and take them out into the country.
They hold sports. run races, and give the
children a good time generally. I think, as
well as the Automobile Club and the Country
Women’s Association mentioned in the re-
port, they are entitled to some credit for
their thoughtfulness in this matter.

I trust my reference to the Fventide Home
at Charters Towers will be kept in mind by
the Minister, and that as soon as possible
there will be an opportunity of transferring
some of the old men from Dunwich who
have been waiting patiently for some years
for such a transfer. I have some friends
down there, and they write to me almost
every mail asking if they can be transferred
to Charters Towers; and I hope the Minis-
ter will see the humane side of it. These
men cannot possibly by contented in the
environment of Dunwich, and in comparison
Charters Towers would be a perfect paradise
to them.
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Mrs. LONGMAN (Bulimba): The hon.
member for Barcoo has said a good deal
about the need for a pure milk supply. Such
indeed is very necessary, and it surprises me
very much that during the years the Labour
Party were in office nothing was done in
this connection. The people have been aware
that it is necessary. Medical men, nurses,
mothers, and the general public have been
asking for it continually. Mention was made
of the fact that milk 1s adulterated between
the dairy and the consumer. The way out
of that difficulty may lie in a sealed con-
tainer, In more advanced countries than our
own this is done, and I think it could be
done here without a very great deal of extra
expense, and the value of such a system
would be inestimable.

Mention has been made this afternoon of
the baby clinics. We all realise that the
institution of baby clinics has done a very
great deal for child iife in the State; but
we are rather inclined to pride ourselves
overmuch, and to say that this is the very
best system that has ever been in existence
in_any part of the world. Of course, similar
things are being done elsewhere; and,
although we are doing a very great deal,
we have to realise that we still need to do
more. We are very fortunate indeed in the
officials controlling child welfare. At pre-
sent Dr. Jefferis Turner, of the Infant Wel-
fare Department, "is doing excellent work
beth for the mothers and the babies. We
pride ourselves very much on our low rate
of infantile mortality, but it is not yet quite
as low as it is in New Zealand. Our infan-
tile mortality for the last two years was—

1827 ... 54.5 per 1,000 births.
1928 ... 45.5 per 1,000 births.

whereas in New Zealand last year it was
38.7 per 1,000. We know this is a very
variable thing. Some vears, owing to
epidemics, the rate is much higher than in
others. There was a decrease for the last
six years from 1922; and I find that in
Queensland the average death rate among
infants was 51 per 1,000—not quite as low as
that of New Zealand, but we are hoping for
still further improvement. If it were not
for our glorious sunshine, we might not have
such good results as we have.

Dr. Turner in that very fine report of
his recommends a further extension of the
baby clinics. He suggests that, in addition
to the centres where clinies are now in
existence, we might have around each cen-
tral clinic branch clinics perhaps of one
or two rooms where a nurse might
attend one or two days a week and see the
mothers of that particular district. That
would be an excellent thing, and it would be
a very cheap way of extending the work in
our ctties.

Then in the country districts Dr. Turner
recommends that we might have a baby
clinic travelling car, and that would, I
think, be a most excellent idea. We have
to remember that in some of the other
cities of Australia public clinics are being
conducted though not altogether by the State;
but they are well conducted and are doin
very fine work, particularly in New Zea]ang
and South Australia. Dr. Turner mentions
that there is one respect in which he would
like to see the law altered, and that is with
regard to notification of birth. At present
there is no law for the notification of legiti-
mate births in Queensland, but registration
must be effected within sixty days of birth.
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Dr. Turner points out that, when nurses
become aware of new babies in the com-
munity, they immediately visit them; but
it is rather late, and very often when they
do see them they find them suffering from
the mothers’ want of knowledge, and
it is very difficult to rectify the results
of these early errors. I think it would be
a good thing if that law could be amended
so that we could have carly notification.

I also want to speak about mental defi-
ciency. We have said much about it recently
in this Assembly in regard to the State
schools; but it is a very bhig question.
TLocking through the different reports which
have come before us of late, I see that
mention is continually made of difficulties
in regard to the subnormal children in our
midst. I notice that Dr. St. Vincent Welch
pointed that out in his reporf, and that the
Director of the State Children Departmansg
said—

“In 1910 I suggested the establishment
of a home for defective children. The
necessity for such an institution is becom-
ing more acute. At the present time
there are a number of State children
that might be beneficially treated in
such a home who are associating with
normal children, to the detriment of the
latter. Some denominational institu-
tions have recently refused to accept
any more defective children as inmates.”

Then in the report of the Under Secretary
in connection with Dunwich I notice the
same thing—

“There we have a fair number of
vyounger women—epileptics and mental
defectives—who are a constant source of
trouble,”

and so on. Throughout the reports of the
different institutions we find that we are up
against the same difficulty, and it is time that
something was done to remedy it. In 1923
the National Council of Women in this State,
together wish the British Medical Associalion,
the Health Association, and the Teachers’
Union, waited on the then Iiome Secretary,
the hon. member for Mount Morgan, and
asked him to introduce a measure dealing

with the guestion of mental defectives.
That deputation was received sympa-
thetically. I have a mnote of the pro-

ceedings taken at the time, and it shows
that the deputation was favourably received
and that the Home Secretary promised to
obtain a copy of the Tasmanian Act, which
was the only one in force in Australia. and
undertook that the matter would receive
attention. Things went on thus till 1925,
two years later, when, no answer having
been received from the Home Secretary, a
letter was written asking for a reply. We
got no reply, and we concluded that the
matter was still receiving consideration or
that it had been shelved. This is a most
important question. As a matter of fact, 1
think it is one of the most important ques-
tions facing our State. The only State in
the Commonwealth that has an Act dealing
with this question is Tasmania, and it seems
to be a very good one. At present Western
Australia, Victoria, and New South Wales
are considering the introduction of similar
Acts. In New Zealand last year an
effort was made to deal with the question
thoroughly. The Bill that was introduced
was very much mutilated, but it was passed.
The trouble there was that many reaction-
aries were against the introduction of certain
clauses, amongst which was a provision that,

Mrs. Longman.)
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before persons could marry and reproduce
their kind, they must have certificates that
they were mentally normal. That, I think,
is a very essential thing. It is undoubted
that we have in our midst numbers of persons
who are sub-normal mentally who are repro-
ducing their kind, and, although it is not
suggested that every person of sub-normal
mentality is likely to reproduce some form
of mental deficiency, there is, nevertheless,
some danger of 1t; and there is no reason
why some measure of control should not be
introduced. Those who have followed the
matter closely have produced ample evidence
that the marriage of sub-normal persons has
frequently resulted in mentally deficient
children. I would remind hon. members of
the well-known Jukes and Kallikat families.
In one case a man married a woman of feeble
mind, and it was found that amongst their
descendants was a great number of mental
deficients, of criminals, of prostitutes, and of
people of very low mentality, and that they
put the country to considerable expense in
caring for them. It is unquestionable that
we want to prevent that sort of thing. We
in Queensland are far behind many other
parts of the world in this respect. © Major
Leonard Darwin, president of the Rugenics
Society of Great Britain., has said that reli-
able estimates show that of cvery 1,000

persons between four and five may be
described  as feeble-minded, imbecile, or
idiots. It is time that we had in Queensland

some legislation dealing adequately with the

problem. At any rate, the time is over-
due when we should investigate it very
thoroughlly.

Allied with this question is that of the
juvenile offenders in our courts, It is a
well-known fact that there is a very close
connection between low mentality and crime.
I notice that in the report of the Director of

State Children, Colonel Ferguson, this
matter is touched upon—
‘“In present conditions the juvenile

offender cannot be kept entirely apart
from the criminal class: it is impossible
to help him to any extent when he is
confined within prison walls, and in such
undesirable associations.

“Tf there were g separate prison. or
a portion of a prison roserve, set apart
for prisoners of the ages of seventcen to
twenty-five on a first conviction for a
crime, other than that of violence, I
think  beneficial  results could be
expected.”

In England, where they do not pride them-
selves overmuch on their social work
and on the wonderful things they are doing
to help the community, the Borstal system is
in force. It was introduced in 1902 and has
done excellent work among young children
with criminal tendencies. 'That institution
was introduced in New Zealand in 1924, and
is doing good reform work. No alteration
whatever has been made here in connection
with children’s courts. The matter has been
discussed by social workers and by the depart-
ment, but so far nothing has been dene. I
should like to see some alteration made in
connection with the vplaces in which
children’s courts are held. On this matter
the Director of the State Children Depart-
ment says, in his annual report—

¢ These courts are usually held in the
private room of the presiding polico
magistrate. At times the children have
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been delayed for a considerable period
waiting for the sitting of the court, and
I still maintain that the environment of
a police court is not a suitable place for
children who must await the sitting of
the court.”

I now wish fo introduce the subject of
women police. I am a fervent adwocate for
the appointment of women police, becanse
I know the excellent work they have dene in
other States and in other countries. During
the war South Australia introduced women
police, and directly after the armistice was
signed the Commissioner of Police in that
State doubled the number of women police
because he knew that the work they had
done was invaluable. The superintendent
of the South Australian women police, Miss
Kate Cox, is doing splendid work in that
State amongst women, girls, and children.
In that State they had not to fight for
recognition as they have had to do in =omse
of the older countries of the world. Nothing
has been done in Queensland, the extent
of the activity being confined to discussions
byr social workers and others. South Aus-
tralia can bhoast the frst Women Police
Department officially formed, and subject to
the direct control of the Commissioner of
Police. The women police are sworn in,
have full powers, work the same
hours as the male police. and are called
upon to carry out the same duties, such
duties being confined to women and girls.
Ther search women and girls and take
evidence in all cases of child murder, con-
cealment of birth. and attend to minors in
court. In some of the other States—in fact,
in nearly all the other States of Australia—
women have to tell their sordid stories to
men. While I do not for a moment say that
our police are not a very fine body of men—
I have seen them from time to time taking
the greatest care of women who have becn
unfortunate and have fallen on evil days,
and T have respected and admired them for it
—still we all know that it is a woman’s place
to care for women in such ecircumstances.
Women police can be found in Glasgow,
where evidence of offences against children
is heard by the women police. They ques-
tion children, who are not allowed into
court at all. The women nolice take the evi-
dence and present it to the court. Victoria
can boast of eight women police:; New South
Wales has women nolice; and evervwhere
they are doing excellent work. In England
in 1922 the number of women police was
reduced from 112 to 24 as a measure of
economv—which was a great pity—but again
in 1824 the Home Secretary decided to
increasce the number of metropolitan women
police to fifty.

Yhen thi= announcement was made in the
House of Commons, it was greeted with
cheers, because the members realised what
useful work was being done by the women
police. Tt has been considered that teachers
would make excellent policewomein, also
social workers who have not been too long
in one groove. I hope that it will be nossible
to introduce this system in Queensland before
long.

T consider the Home Department to be
a most colossal department. T hope that
some day it will be possible to subdivide
it, and that, as a result, we shall have a
Ministry of Health which will deal exclu-
sively with health matters.
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Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): I sympa-
thise with the hon. gentleman in charge of
this department, as I have always sympa-
thised with the Home Secretary, because I
appreciate .the difficulties which confront
hon. gentlemen holding that position. It is
undoubtedly a department where sympathy
is absolutely essential. The department deals
with measures for the distribution of out-
door relief, and in a great many instances
applicants are objected to. It is then that
faults are found with the administration.
I have had several instances of such com-
plaints; but, on going into the matter with
the Under Secretary or the officers in charge
of the case, T have found in practically every
case that the attitude taken up the
Minister and his officials was perfectly justi-
fied.

I particularly rose to take part in this
debate because of the remarks made by the
hon. member for Townsville in respect to
the elimination of certain Government repre-
sentatives on hospital boards. T have listened
to hon. members opposite taking exception
ta and finding fault with the Government in
removing certain members from various hos-
prital boards; but I would like to ask those
bon. members how a man whose views are
diametrically opposed to those of the
Government can be looked upon as a man
who will represent the views of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Hywes: The people of Townsville
returned members of this party to Parlia-
ment.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is somewhat late
in the day to hear hon. members opposite
complaining of this action of the Govern-
ment. I intend to give them a little ancient
history. During the period when Mr. Jus-
ticc Brennan was Assistant Home Secretary
and the hon. member for Mount Morgan
was Home Secretary, they deliberately
ignored the unanimous representation of the
Moggill Shire Council, and absolutely refused
to appoint the men selected by that council
to the vacancies which then occurred on that
body, but, instead, they appointed men of
pronounced Labour views and even selected
one man who lived at Red Hill; therefore,

it is ridiculous to hear hon. members
opposite  complain  of this Government
electing as  CGovernment representatives

to hospital boards men who represent their
political views. I do not suppose they did
that! At any rate, we have proof that in
other instances they have appointed men with
pronounced I.abour views to positions on
local authorities,

The hon. member for Warrego, referring
to local authority work, stressed the position
of the city of Brisbane. It is most extra-
crdinary to find such a diversity of opinion
on the part of hon. members opposite. When
it is likely to assist the TLabour Party to
gain control in the municipal arena, we have
hen, members opposite saying that Brisbane
is the cleanest and healthiest c¢ity in the
Commonwealth, and that it can boast of the
lowest mortality of any city in Australia;
ot to-day we find the hon. member for
Warrego criticising the methods adopted by
the Brisbane City Council, the inference being
that the method of removing garbage was a
danger to the health of the community.

Mr., ForLey: So it is.
Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member does

not know what he is talking about. If it
were so, how does it come that the Commis-
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sioner of Public Health does not take action?
When we were in opposition, hon. members
opposite twitted those of us who were
associated with local government work be-
cause a health officer had not been appointed.
Now, however, a health officer is available;
but, apart from that, I challenge any hon.
member opposite to say that Brisbane is a
dirty city. No! As we all know, Brisbane
is practically the cleanest city in the Com-
monwealth. We need only consider the con-
ditions that obtain in Sydney to realise that,
because there one has only to go down some
of the main streets to view the rubbish tins
placed in the doorways, and the stench is such
that a pocket handkerchief well sprinkled
with scent is a convenience, if not an abso-
Jute necessity. Here in Brisbane, however,
our system is most up to date, and an
cfficient incinerator makes short work of
garbage.

It is difficult to reconcile the statements
of hon. members opposite. Take, for
example, the statement by the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego that the Town Hall in
Brisbane is a long way ahead of its time. I
remember when hon. members opposite stated
that the Town Hall should have been built
long ago, but that they also said, owing
to the politics of Mr. Wilsen, ML.L.A. for
Fortitude Valley, who was then mayor of
the city, they had prevented its being built,
at which time it could have been buill much
more cheaply than at present, The argument
of the hen. member for Warrego is on a par
with others that have been used by his
colleagues.

I congratulate the Minister in charge of
the department. In the hon. member for
Normanby we have a man who iz sym-
pathetic, and who will do his best to assist
in every possible way. Further, we have a
Government in power who will be prepared
to back up the Home Secretary in measures
for the relief of suffering humanity.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MAXWELL: When the time arrives
for the Government again to appeal to the
country, I venture to say that it will be said
that they have done better than was antici-
pated.

Mr DUNLOP (Rockhampton): 1 rise to
speak particularly about the Under Secretary
of this department; but before deing so I
congratulate the Home Secretary—a Central
Queensland representative—on his appoint-
ment to that important portfolio. The hon.
gentleman has been in Parliament for some
vears, and I only hope that he will follow
in the footsteps of his predecessor, the hon.
member for Mount Morgan, who has done
wonderfully good work, and whose name, as
T said at a civic reception to him in Rock-
hampton, is on record for all time.

Although I congratulate the Home Secre-
tary, I regret that I am forced by the Home
Secretary himself to take advantage of the
privileges of this House to ventilate a griev-

ance. I wanted to do the right

[4 p.m.] thing outside in connection with

the Home Secretary, but, as
Mayor of Rockhampton and afterwards as
the hon. member for Rockhampton, I am
net going to tolerate any Under Secretary
trying to disparage me; and this is the
place to let thosc on the Treasury bench
know how some of their Under Secretaries
carry on. There are Under Secretaries and
Under Secretaries. I, as Mayor and the
chicf citizen of Rockhampton, am the last

Mr. Dunlop.;
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one who should have been insulted; there-
fore, I propose to read the correspondence
that has passed between me and the Home
Secretary and his Under Secretary, and
make a few general observations thereon.
On 14th June I wrote to the Home Secre-
tary as follows:—
‘“ Rockhampton,
‘“14sh June, 1829.

“ The Hon. The Home Secretary

“(Mr. James Peterson, M.L.A.),
¢ Brisbane,

“ Dear Sir,—

“1 have had it brought under my
notice by a prominent Rockhampton
citizen that Mr. W. J. Gall, who, I am
led to believe, occupies the position of
Under Secretary for Home Affairs, was
1 receipt of £1,000 per annum for such
position, and that when a Mr. Peirson
had to give up the position as Comp-
troller-General he, Mr. Gall, took this
posttion over as well, and for doing the
duties of the position Mr. Peirson occu-
pied he also gets another £300. I shall
be glad to know if this is a fact, and if
1t is, it is a rotten state of affairs and
should be immediately remedied, and a
procedure which I am strongly adverse
to, and if true, will have something to
say on the floor of the House. Will you
please investigate and let me know the
result.

“ With kind regards,

o “Yours faithfully,

“ (Signed) Tros. A, Duxnvor,

“ Member for Rockhampton.”

Under cover of a letter from the Home Sec-
retary dated 24th June, I received a minute
from Mr. Gall. T shall read the Home Sec.
retary’s cover note first as the authority for
sending it on; and I blame the Home Sec-
retary for sending it. He must have agreed
to it, and he must either uphold his Under
Secretary or uphold myself, and this is the
place to settle 1t. So far as I am concerned,
there is no ill-feeling between the hon. gentle-
man and me. This is the Home Secretary’s
note—
“Home Secrctary’s Office,
“ Brisbaue, 24th June, 1929.

“ Dear Mr. Dunlop,— ’

“1 am in receipt of your letter of the
14th instant, wherein vou complain
against the Under Scerctary of the Home
Department acting as Comntroller of the
Prisons of Queensland. I am afraid you
have made a mistake in terming this a
‘rotten state of affairs’ because from
my own knowledge I know that Mr.
Gall has done very fine work in charge
of the prisons. ’

‘I have_submitted your complaint to
him, and T am enclosing a copy of his
reply to myself for your perusal.

“Yours faithfully,

“(Signed) J. C. PEremrsoyN.

“T. A. Dunlop, Fsq., M.L.A,,

“Mayor of Rockhampton,
“Town Hall,
** Rockhampton.”
Now here is the bomb which he thought he
would put over me as Mayor of Rockhamp-
ton, and I now throw it back ir the teeth
of the Home Secretary—

- Mexo. 10 Home SecRETARY.
. “The practice of new mewbers attack-

ing members of the public service on
the flaor of the House, where they have

[Mr. Dunlop.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

no opportunity of a personal reply, is
all too common, and I am pleased to
have the opportunity to reply in this
case,

“In the first place, I do not get £300
a year, and Mr. Dunlop could easily have
ascertained that if he had taken the
trouble to look up the Estimates in
Chief.

“I was asked to take over the posi-
tion, and was promised £250 per annum
to do so. I took it over on the distinct
understanding that I was not benefiting
at the expense of Peirson, who held the
dual position of Comptroller-General of
Prisons and Superintendent, Brisbane
Prison, at the time. He is recoiving row
as Superintendent, Brisbane Prison,
what he got as Comptroller and
Superintendent before. He is under no
monetary disability by the change.

“The prison was in an absolute state
of disorganisation when I took it over.
There was an outbreak in one of the
shops socon after; prisoners attacked the
warder, and refused to work. I settled
that trouble in a couple of days, and
there has been no similar trouble since.
There was no discipline when I took it
over; there is some now, and there will
be more before I have done with the job.

“1 gathered together regulations and
general orders of this and other States,
took what I considered best in each, and
added others which I thought were
necessary and helpful in connection with
our prisons administration, and then
framed a new set of regulations for our
prisons, This, of course, was done after
hours, and chiefly on Sunday afterncons
in my office. The new regulations were
promulgated, and I am satisfied that
they are as up-to-date as any in the Com-
monwealth. In reorganisation of staff, I
did without two clerks and a messenger.
The extra amount paid to me really
cost the Government nothing. They
refused afterwards to give me the
amount promised; they allowed me £100
a year, and I made no complaint,

“ There is a difference between my
case and that of Mr. Dunlop’s, inasmuch
as I did not seels the position, but was
asked to take it over because it was con-
sidered that I was the officer able and
willing to straighten out the position.
Mr. Dunlop, however, sought the posi-
tions of mayor and a member of Parlia-
ment. For the former, I believe, he
receives payment; for the laiter he will
probably get £500 a year.

“T think it will readily be admitted
that the work I am doing in the posi-
tion is worth the extra £100 a year, and
in the circumstances it seems to me that
it ill becomes this gentleman, who also
holds & dual position, to look for the
mote in my eye and to forget the beam
in his own. If I were an ill-natured
person, I might also suggest that his dual
position also discloses a rotten state of
affairs. which should be immediately
remedied, and it even might be forgiv-
able if I so far forgot my dignity as to
suggest that, whilst I have proved my
worth in my position, he has yet to do
so in his. That, however, would be such
a departure from the usual amenities
which are observed in official correspon-
dence that I refrain from doing so.



Supply.

“ Personally, I do not carc whether
I retain the position of Comptroller-
General of Prisons or not, but while I
do so 1 shall not bother about Mr.
Dunlop’s opinion, not even if he voices
it on the floor of the House. I hope he
will be informed to this effect, and that,
when dealing with my case on the floor
of the House, he will also deal with his
own and all similar cases. p—_

“ 24-6-1929.”

As mayor and chief citizen of Rockhamp-
ton, the dignity of my position is not
respected by this particular Under Secretary.
This is my reply—and rightly so, too—as he
was insulting the citizens of Rockhampton

besides myself—

“ Rockhampton,
¢ 29th June, 1929.

““The Hon. the Home Secretary
¢ (Mr. James Peterson, M.I.A.),
¢ Brisbane.

“Pear Sir,—] am in receipt of your
letter of the 24th instant, attaching
thereto a copy of Mr. Gall’'s reply to
you and which you have sent on to me
for perusal. I received your communica-
tion in a very busy period of carnival
week, and hurriedlv read the covering
letter to the attached copy of letter
alluded to above, and did not at that
particular moment think it was your own
signature to such letter but someone
else’s, and it is a ‘staggerer’ to me to
think that, as the newly appointed Home
Secretary, you tolerated such a scur-
rilously worded letter going out from a
subordinate officer to your worthy self.
I wish to say from the very outset before
placing before you in no unmistakable
manner my views regarding this ‘ won-
derful > Mr. Gall (?) that I in no shape
or form said anything about this officer’s
ability or otherwise, but I have no hesi-
tation in saying that I now judge him
in accordance with the tone of his com-
munication, and I am most anxious to
know whether you endorse such state-
ments of his as regards myself, and if
vou do, then I am more than astonished
after all you have been saying regarding
me whilst in Rockhampton during
carnival week.

“Now let me deal briefly with this
‘ czaristic’ toned letter of this great ‘I
am’—Mr. Gall. As a new member of
Parliament I am out to give every public
servant a ‘square go’— so much so that
on the hustings I stated I stand for
‘ full civil rights to all public and other
Government servants’ at election or any
other time so long as they ‘do not
attempt in any shape or form to abuse
their superior officers.” What has Mr.
Gall got to say to this? As regards the
second paragraph of Mr., Gall’s letter
pointing out that he does not get £300 a
year extra and that ‘ Mr. Dunlop could
easily have ascertained that if he had
taken the trouble to look up the Esti-
mates-in-Chief.” I only went by the
very well-known citizen who furnished
me with the information, and I am
honest enough and man enough to accept
what Mr. Gall says; but even then my
informant was only £50 out that what
was ‘promised to him’ was allowed him
as mentioned in the opening sentence of
the third paragraph of his reply to you,
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when he says, ‘I was asked to take over
the position, and was promised £250 per
annum to do so,” and if such a promise
was made why wasn’t it carried out, and
why didn’t such an officer ‘have the
courage’ to see that he got it? Mr.
Gall’s fourth paragraph reads too much
of the ‘T am’ for my liking, and leads
one to believe that he thinks, in my
opinion, as if he were one of those officers
who imagines ‘ he cannot be done with-
out.” The contents of the fifth paragraph
are some more of the ‘I am’ stuff.

“ Regarding the following paragraph
of Mr. Gall’s:—

¢ There is a difference between my
case and that of Mr. Dunlop’s, inas-
much as I did not seek the position,
but was asked to take it over because
it was considered that I was the officer
able and willing to straighten out the
position. Mr. Dunlop, however, sought
the position of mayor and member of
Parliament. For the former, I believe,
he receives payment; for the latter he
will probably get £500 a year.

“ Just to show this wonderful (?) Mr.
Gall he does not know what he is talking
about, and that the same ‘ Mr. Dunlop’
is highly respected in Greater -Rock-
hampton: When I first stood for muni-
cipal honours with ten other Labour
candidates, and that, too, by being
approached by several citizens, he was
the only Labour candidate returned; I
served three years in fthis lonely
capacity ’; in April, 1927, and again by
special request of several citizens here, 1
this time led the TLabour team, and,
besides carrying four other Labour can-
didates in with me, I also topped the
poll, and thereby became mayor by a
vote of the whole of the eligible electors
of Greater Rockhampton, and I might
also mention (as stated above) when I
first stood for municipal honours I came
second oui of thirty odd candidates. I
wonder if this ‘Great I am, Mr. Ga'll,’
has ever had the same honour of being
held in the same ecsteem by the electors
here? And again to ‘gall’ your Mr.
Gall, I have just recently, as you well
know, performed something unequalled
in the whole of Queensland—been elected
as ‘an Independent candidate’ for one
of the strongest Labour strongholds in
Queensland, and I was specially asked
again to stand for legislative honours
and it must be ¢ galling’ now to Mr.
Gall to know that I was returned by a
wonderful majority, and that, too, ‘ on my
own ’ without the assistance of any com-
mittee whatsoever. Kindly tell your
“impertinent >’ Mr. Gall that for the
mayorship I get an ‘allowance’ of
£500, and I have had to spend a large
portion of it in holding such a respcn-
sible position and keep self, wife, and
five children on the balance. Mr. Gall
has been in the public service for many
years, and he makes the stupid state-
ment that  for the latter position he will
probably get £500 a year’ (meaning
member of Parliament), whereas his
common sense ought to have told him
¢if he himself had taken the trouble to
look up the Hstimates in Chief’ that a
member of Parliament gets £750 a year,
and I am man enough to say that I
have so far received two such payments,

M». Dunlop.]
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and that through no fault of mine, and
again I offer no apology whatsoever for
havmg accepted same, as I darn-well
earned it, and Mr. Gall ought also to
know that the £500 salary cannot oper-
ate till Parljament passes a new Bill to
that effect, and which Bill I intend to
support as per the statements I expounded
at election time, going to prove conclu-
sively that * I am not a shark for money,’
but that I am imbued with absolute
honesty of purpose seeing that the late
Government had no right to raise their
own salaries £250 after refusing the
basic wage to the worker. Again, if Mr.
Gall reads the newspapers at all, he
would easily have found out the prin-
ciples I stood for, and which now leads
me to reply to his insulting * par seven.’
Mr. Gall states: ‘I think it will readily
be admitted that the work I am doing
in the position is worth the extra £100
a year, and in the circumstances it seems
to me that it ill becomes this gentleman,
who holds a dual position, to look for the
mote in my eye, and to forget the beam
in his own. If 1 were an ill-natured
person, I mlght also suggest that his dual
position discloses a rotten state of affairs
which should be immediately remedied,
and it even might be forgivable if I so
far forgot my dignity as to suggest that,
whilst I have proved my worth in my
position, he has yet to do so in his.
That, however, would be such a depar-
ture from the usual amenities which are
observed in official correspondence that I
refrain from doing so.

“Let me say right here, in a most
determined manner, if Mr. Gall has been
in the habit of putting such damnable
sarcasm over members of his staff, I,
whilst I remain a member of Parliament,
will not tolerate an ‘under-strapper’
like him attempting to put it over me,
a,nd I am more than surprised that you,

is our worthy Home Secretary, counten-
ance such impertinent stuff to a well-
respected person like myself as chief
citizen of this town, and now member
for Rockhampton. 1 say again, as you
yourself well know, I stand for the prin-
ciple of one-man-one-job, which I stated
before T was elected that I would fulfil
before Parliament met, and I intend to
ecarry it out to the letter, and everyone
knows here that it was to be during the
course of July. Kindly tell Mr. Gall to
now ‘get the mote out of his eye.” Tell
him also I have ‘more than proved my
worth in this my native city,” otherwise
the people would not have put me where
they have done. If ever I become a
Minister, you can rest assured tell him,
I would not allow an ‘under- strapper’
sending out such an msu}tmg communi-
cation to me, but that I ¢ would put him
in his rightful place.” Xindly also tell
him, as per his remarks in his last par,
I will see that he will for the future
¢ take some notice of Mr. Dunlop > when
I get up to speak on the floor of the
House, and that I will not be afraid to
deal with his tone of letter, deal with
my own honourable case, and all other
cases too.”

which I have done!

“Will you please also ask Mr. Gall if
it is a faet that when a new position of
deputy superintendent had to be

[Mr. Dunlop.
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appomted be had to get a person outside
the State of Queensland to fill such posi-
tion? Does he think there is no one with
sufficient brains in Queensland to fill posi-
tions in his department? ”

“JIn conclusion, I shall estecem it a
favour if you will let me know from
what you have known of me all these
years if you yourself personally agree
with Mr. Gall’s scurrilous remarks
towards me; if you do, then you are
not the same Hon. James Peterson that
was up here during carnival week, and
when you spoke qulte sincerely I thouwht
what you thought about me. There has
been too much of this ‘cheek’ going
out by some of these °under-strappers,’
and I will be one who will attempt to
stop it when I get down to Parliament.

“ Yours faithfully,
(Signed) Tuouas A. Duxrop,
¢ Member for Rockhampton.”

I sent a reminder on 25th July, 1929, asking
for a reply, and on 27th July I got the
fellowing reply :—
“ Thomas Dunlop, FEsq., M.ILA.,
“ Jones street, off Jardine street,
““ Rockhampton,

“Dear Mr. Dunlop,—I have to
acknowledge receipt of your letter of
25th instant wherein you complain that
T had not answered the letter you wrote
me, dated 29th Junc.

“1 view the letter you wrote me,
dated 29th June, as being purely a per-
sonal matter between yourself and Mr.
Gall, and therefore not calling for a
reply from me,

“ Any difference between yourself and
Mr. Gall can be ventilated on the floor
of the House at the time when Mr.
Gall’s salary is under consideration—that
is, the debate on the Estimates.

‘1 shall be pleased to see you on your
next visit to Brisbane.
¢ Kind regards,
“ Yours faithtully,
“ (Signed) J. C. PETERSON.”

Mr. Krnso: What are you driving at?

Mr. DUNLOP: I am quite capable of
handling my own case, and I want no assist-
ance from anybody.

I, as Mayor of Rockhampton, wrote to the
Home Secretary conveying certain informa-
tion supplied by a reverend gentleman whoe
took a great interest in prison work in Rock-
hampton. I say right here that I blame the
Home Secretary more than I blame Mr. Gall.
The Home Secretary must be working in
unison with the Under Secretary when he
allows him to send out a document like that.
I remember the Secretary for Mines stating
in this Chamber by way of interjection that
the Public Service Commissioner, Mr. Story,
would not run him, but apparently
Mr. Gall is allowed to run the Home
Secretary. I take strong exception to
that position. I do not know why
the Home Secretary did not answer me. So
far as I am concerned, the Home Secretary
upholds the Under Secretary, and appar-
ently he has some whisperers. Do not run
away with the idea that a certain position
exists. It makes not the slightest difference
to me whether certain aldermen differed
from me or not. After the meeting was over,
that was the end of the matter. I hope
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that the Home Secretary will deal with the
matter on the floor of this Chamber, and
that he will not “back and £ill” so far as
I am concerned. If there is a czar in the
police force to-day, it is he. He might
be a capable officer—which I understand he
is—and I give credit where credit is due
even to my most bitter opponent, whether
inside this Chamber or out. Still he oceu-
pies the position I have stated. No matter
what takes place here, bitter though it may
be for the Home Secretary, so far as I am
concerned, he can take me outside and, with
Mr. Gall as chairman, we can have a cup of
tea. However, that is by the way. I want
an answer on the floor of this Chamber,
otherwise I intend to defend myself on the
point outside this Chamber, and stand or
fall on it. When the Director of HEducation
was in Rockhampton he pointed cut to the
boys and girls that, if they wished to get
on in their profession, they must have man-
ners, and that they must know how to speak,
and so forth. I have judged this man by
the tone of his correspondence. Do hon.
members mean to tell me that any Minister
would tolerate a letter like that being
forwarded to him? Apparently the IHome
Secretary was frightened of Mr. Gall, and
allowed it to go out. I take it that he
upholds the Under Secretary and agrees with
him. I hope that this will be a moral lesson.
Mr. Gall should not get the idea that he
cannot be done without. When sixteen years
of age I was taught two things by my father,
and I want this to soak into Mr. Gall and
anyone else of a similar calibre. I was
trught never to forget that I could be done
without, and that one’s best friend is his
pocket, and when his last shilling leaves
him his best friend has left him. No truer
statements could ever be made.

I shall have something to say on some of
the votes for the sub-departments, especially
cit the very important subject expounded by
the hon. member for Bulimba. Many
Governments of to-day, including that of
Queensland, have shown a weak-kneedness
in relation to infantile life and the dealing
with imbeciles that requires attention. It
is never too late to mend, and when this
particular vote is moved I intend to speak
in unmistakable terms on what I consider
the existing rotten state of affairs.

Dr. KERWIN (Merthyr): When one finds
such an important department like the
Health Departmeuvt—and coupled with the
Health Department is the management of
the hospitals throughout Queensland—still
being administered as a side department of
the Home Secretary’s Department, one can-
not help criticising the inadequate system
which has existed in Queensland for the last
twenty or twenty-five years for the dealing
with health matters. One must admit that
it is absolutely impossible for a busy man
like the Home Secretary to devote the atten-
tion that he should to such an important
cquestion. I would like to pay a special
compliment to the Commissioner of Public
Health and his staff for the way in which
ther are discharging their duties. When the
vote that is allowed to the Commissioner
for the carrying out of the health activities
is considered—namely, a paltry £25000-in
comparison with the vote that 1s allowed for
what are for the most part useless scholar-
ships in the Department of Public Instruc-
tion, what hope has any department of
properly carrying out activities that should
be carried out by an up-to-date Health
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Department? I am not blaming the Home
Secretary for ihis. Ie has simply followed
on the lines pursued in the past; but I
sincerely hope that the Government of the
day will see that some improvement is made.
Surely the health of the community ought to
be of paramount importance! No_sick
worker can be considered an asset. He is
really a drag not only on his family, but also
on the whole community. Some effort
should be made to advance the science
of preventive medicine. I would like
to mention one activity in support of
preventive medicine which I forgot to
mention when I was speaking on the
educational vote. It is only a small
incident, but it will bring before hon. mem-
bers what prevention means. The examina-
tion of children in schools for such things as
adenoids and tonsils has led to a marked
reduction in diseases of the middle ear, and
such-like trouble. It has been practically
reduced to a minimum now, and that is
entirely owing to the medical inspection of
these children, which has disclosed the defects
and encouraged parents to attend to them.
As a result, we find hundreds of children
who would otherwise have been suffering
from diseased ears through life are now saved
that trouble owing to the preventive measures
that have been adopted.

Another question that must exercise the
minds of everybody to-day is the unfortu-
nate scourge which is increasing in the com-
munity. I refer to cancer, the effects of
which have been brought close to our atten-
tion in the last few weeks. Deaths from
cancer for twenty years have totalled 10,264
in Queensland alone, and 2,549 of those fatal
cases occurred in portions of the body where
cancer can be prevented by the treatment
of the pre-cancerous condition. If the prin-
ciple of preventive medicine were intelli-
gently applied to this problem, there would
he a marked reduction in the mortality from
this disease. The public has to be educated
to seek advice in the very early stages of
the disease, and I would suggest and recom-
mend to the Government the advisability
of establishing at once a special cancer hospi-
tal staffed by experts, where the benefit of
expert advice would be available not only
to those people who had any doubis as to
their condition, but also to medical practi-
tioners in the country. The establishmens
of an institution of that nature would be of
inestimable benefit to the community; and
T commend to the Government the question
of taking the matter seriously in hand and
joining with the Cancer Trust in establishing
such a hospital at once.

The hon. member for Bulimba referred to
mental defectives, but that is a question that
we alone cannot deal with. It is not only
a Commonwealth question, but is really inter-
national in character, and to my mind can
only be effectively dealt with by the League
of Nations. It is a question which involves
a great deal—the getting away from the old
traditions, and, of course, it is a difficult
thing to overcome prejudice. A world-wide
movement alone can do anything that would
bs of any benefit., What I would like to
bring under the notice of the Home Secre-
tary is the question of incipient mental
cases. In Queensland we have numbers of
rervous cases which are unable to be treated
at home and cannot be dealt with in private
hospitals, the only alternative being to send
them to an asylum. In those cases where
the persons concerned are really not sane and

Dr. Kerwin.]
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yet not insane, it kills whatever prospect
there is of recovery to go through the ordeal
of examination by two medical men, have
an order procured from a magistrate, and
then to be sent to an asylum. The Govern-
ment might take up the question of establish-
ing an intermediate institution where cases
of this description could be admitted and
treated without any undue publicity or
embarrassing proceedings so far as relatives
are concerned. °

There is another question I desire to refer
to, and in doing so I shall probably differ
slightly from the hon. member for Toowong.
On the question of the control of health
in the city of Brisbane, it is an unfortunate
thing that an Act was passed taking the
control of the health activities of a city like
Brisbane entirely out of the hands of the
Government, so far as sanitation and infec-
tious diseases go.

[4.30 p.m.]

It is not so long ago since we had a visita-
tion of plague. The whole prevention of
plague is entirely in the hands of the Greater
Brisbane Council, and, as everyone knows,
one of the principal measures to be adopted
to prevent such an outbreak, which causes
such an enormous loss to commerce, is the
adequate destruction of rats, and on this
matter I would like to read a little para-
graph from the report of the Commissioner
of Public Health—

“ Reduced rat gangs and larger catches
appear to me to indicate that rats are
more numerous, especially so, as rat-
proofing is being neglected. The rat
population is stated to be equal to the
human and the rat, in addition to being
a carrier of bubonic plague, is a destruc-
tive animal. It is estimated that one
rat annually will destroy from 10s. to £1
\dv.orty of food, property, or merchan-

ise.”’

If what the Commissioner says is true—that
measures are not being taken to adopt rat-
proofing in the way it should be done—look
what is going to happen. Ships come from
the Fast frequently., No one knows the
moment when infection may come to the
port, and the Health Department has no
power whatsoever to make the Brisbane Clity
Council carry out this rat-proofing in the
way it should. That is something that should
be altered. The whole health activities of
the city should be removed from the control
of the Brisbane City Council and placed
entirely in the hands of the Health Depart-
ment.

Just to show another thing that is hap-
pening in Brisbane—I think it is a thing of
very serious importance to everybedy. In
connection with the sewerage of the city of
Brisbane there is a system of emptying pans
into the main sewer at Milton. That sewage
is_carried right down to Luggage Point,
where it goes into a precipitation tank.
This tank, when 1t is full, has to be emptied
by two men. They shovel the sewage into
a 12-inch pipe, and further sewage is coming
down to help to wash this along the pipe
with the aid of a little fresh water, and the
whole of this stuff is being scattered on the
mud flats at Luggage Point. Now what is
happening? The report states—

“ No method of purification has wet
been adopted, and crude sewage is being
discharged into the river, as has been
reported on previous occasions.
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“It was observed that a very large
amount of sawdust is being precipitated
in the sedimentation tanks. One tank
was being cleared of sawdust at the time

of visit. This tank was about two-thirds
full of a solid mass of sawdust. The
sawdust is removed from the tank

utilising a stream of sewage augmented
a little by clean water from a hose. A
man is employed forking the sawdust
into this stream of sewage, which sewage
and sawdust are conveyed by means of a
12-inch diameter pipe drawn on to the
large lowlying, swampy flat adjacent to
the works.

“This 12-inch pipe, measured at the
outlet, was discharging full force at time
of inspection., A man was ecmployed
forking the channel clear of sawdust, so
as to give a clear run to the sewage over
the flat.

“It is estimated that it will take one
man about ten days to clear one tank of
the sawdust, which means that this stream
of crude sewage is being discharged on
to the flat during that period.

“TIt is alsc estimated that by the time
one tank is cleared another will be ready
for the same operation, hence the dis-
charge on the flat appears to be a con-
tinucus one. Many thousands of gallons
of crude sewage are daily being dis-
charged on to this swampy land.

“The sawdust impregnated with crude
sewage after long contact is levelled off
and left lying on the flat. The sewage
is swarming with fly maggots; the saw-
dust filling and sewage ponds are there-
fore likely to become huge breeding
grounds for flies and mosquitoes.”

Such a thing to exist in a civilised com-
munity ! Surely that must strike everybody;
¢till, the Health Department has no control
whatsoever over it. That is a matter that
should be seriously cousidered by the Home
Secretary. Something has to be done. The
Health Act has to be amended sooner or
later, and the whole of the health activities
of the city ought to be under the control of
the Queensland health authorities.

A lot has been said about the milk supply
of Brisbane. The milk supply of the city
has certainly improved wonderfully from
what it used to be. There is one company
here which is supplying milk in bottles,
which undoubtedly 1s the correct system. I
say further that it should be made com-
pulsory for all milk to be supplied in bottles,
The health authorities should also have super-
vision and control of the milk from the cow
to the consumer. At present the authority
is not concentrated. One portion of the milk
supply is under the control of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the other under the
control of the City Council. Who is to say
that the man who milks these cows is in a
healthy condition and is a suitable person
to help to milk the cows? e might be a
man affected with tubercular trouble or have
some skin disease on his fingers and hands.
Who is to be the authority to say that he has
not got such a disease? You cannot trust
it to the inspectors of the Department of
Agriculture, because it is really not their
province to ascertaln whether a man is suit-
able for that work or not. The milk supply
of the city should be controlled by one
central authority—from the cows to the con-
sumer.
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I would like to draw the attention of the
Home Secrctary to another matter referred
to in the report of the Commissioner of
Public Health—that is the practice of vege-
table-growers using arsenate of lead in
growing cabbages. We recently saw that
several loads of cabbages had to be destroyed
in the Roma Street Markets on account of
the presence of arsendte of lead. Drastic
action should be taken to prevent such an
occurrence as that. 'The people of the city
should not be exposed to such danger as
that, and steps should be taken to prevent
that practice, because unfortunately there
has been an alarming amount of lead-poison-
ing in Brisbane. The difficulty is to find out
and trace the evil to its source.

Mr. W. Forean Smit: A good deal of it
is due to white-lead paint being used on
veranda rails and fences.

Dr. KERWIN: Veranda railings and
fences obtain all over Qucensland; and I
think there is more lead-poisoning in Bris-
bane than in any other city or town in
Queensland. )

Mr. W. ForgaN SmiTH: There is a good
bit of it in other towns, too.

Dr. KERWIN: But not in the same pro-
portion as in Brisbane. I would recommend
that drastic action should be taken and
regulations framed to prevent any further
danger from this source.

Mr. DANIEL (Keppel): The hon. member
for Townsville referred to the ZEventide
Home for aged people at Charters Towers,
and I endorse the hon. member’s remarks
on that subject. We want a home of the
same kind established in Rockhampton; and
I would suggest that the Women’s Hospital
there be set aside for that purpose, as it
would be an ideal site for a home for aged
people. As the hon. member for Townsville
said, it is almost impossible for relatives to
get down to Brisbane to see their parents
who are living at these homes in Brisbhane.
I would urge the Home Secretary to set
aside the Women’s Hospital at Rockhamp-
ton as a home for old people in the Central
district. That would bring about a system
of decentralisation, which is very necessary
in this respect. There are many old people
staying at homes in Brisbane who come from
Rockhampton and other parts of Central
Queensland, and who would be only too
pleased to return to their own district.

There is another matter 1 want to men-
tion—the attack of the hon. member for
Rockhampton on the Under Secretary to the
Home Secretary, whom he referred to as a
czar. I very much deplore the hon. mem-
ber’s attack.

Mr. Duwstop: I will deal with it again
later.

Mr. DANIEL: I can assure the hon. mem-
ber that I know as much about the matter
as the hon. member for Rockhampton. In
spite of all the hon. member may say, the
fact remains that on two occasions the
hon. member for Rockhampton was beaten
in the council by ten votes to one.

Mr. BraSSINGTON : What has this got to
do with the vote?

Mr., DANIEL: I am just telling hon.
members something of the hon. member for
Rockhampton, who attacked the Under Sec-
retary for being a czar. On one occasion
the hon. member suspended Mr. McCulloch,
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and the Rockhampton Council immediately
afterwards reinstated him., The hon. mem-
Ler has caused a lot of trouble in Rock-
hampton in connection with these matters.

Mr. Porrock: Is this a private row, or
what 7.

Mr, DANIEL : The hon. member has made
a ‘“ welter” of it. .

Mr. DunLopr interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. DANIEL: The hon. member has also
introduced the question of Mr. Kel!y’s
appointment to the Rockhampton Hospital
Board. Mr. Kelly had no particular sym-
pathy with the present Government. He was
nominated by the late member for Rock-
hampton, but I intend to quote an extracl
from a report of a hospital board meeting
to show how Mr. Kelly acted in regard
to Mr, Clayton’s retirement from the board—

“ Mr. Lee moved that a protest be sent
to the Home Secretary’s Office against
the withdrawal of Mr. Clayton from the
board in view of his long services. . . .

“The Chairman: I hope you are rot
going to continue in that strain.

¢ Mr. Lee: What strain?

“The Chairman: Making a Joke.

“Mr. Lee: I am serious. If you like
to make a joke of i, that is not my

intention. If this mistake has been
made . . .

“ The Chairman: We don’t want that
brought in.

“ Mr. Lee: I am moving a motion.
“Mr. Kelly: And I am going to second
it.”

Mr., Dunror: What is wrong with that?

Mr. DANIEL: Of course there is nothing
wrong with it, I only read it to show what
Mr. Kelly, who was nominated by the late
member for Rockhampton, did with regard
to Mr. Clayton’s case. At any rate, I deplore
the scene the hon. member for Rockhampton
made this afternoon.

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): Whilst
I do not want to be brought into the Central
Queensland row that is going on—(laughter)
—T feel that I would be hardly fair to the
Under Secretary of my former department,
Mr. Gall, if I were to allow the statements
of the hon. member for Rockhampton fo
appear in the columns of “ Hansard ” with-
out contradiction. I do not know who was
responsible for the letter to which the hon.
member for Rockhampton has referred, and
I leave that matter to the man who is respon-
sible. I was in the Home Department for
some years, and I realise that, if a member
ssnt me a letter similar to that which the
hon. member for Rockhampton sent—attack-
ing an officer of my department—I would in
courtesy, if nothing else, submit it to my
Under Secretary so that he might defend
himself,

HoxourasLe Memeers: Hear, hear!
Mr. STOPFORD: Whether the Under

Secretary was justified in preparing a memor-
andum for the use of the Minister to be sent
to the hon. member for Rockhampton is
another matter. However, I am not con-
cerned about that, When I was Home Secre-
tary, I recommended to Cabinet the appoint-
ment of Mr. Gall as Comptroller-General of
Prisons, and I am prepared to take full

Mr. Stopford.}



1054 Supply.

responsibility for that recommendation and
to justify the appointment.

Mr. DuxLor: I did not say that he was
not a competent man.

Mr. STOPFORD: I refuse to be drawn
into this brawl between the hon. member and
the Home Department. I was in control of
the department at the time that appointment
was made. The present Home Secretary has
not a full knowledge of the facts, and I con-
ceive it my duty to extend a measure of
justice to the Under Secretary—an officer
with long and honest service in the State, a
man who is not able to defend himself on the
floor of this Chamber. In the circumstances,
I consider that I am justified in doing that.

Mr. Dunrop: The position was forced
upon me.

Mr. STOPFORD: The reverend gentle-
man who supplied the information to the
hon. member for Rockhampton made the
statement that an additional £300 per
annum was to be paid to the Under Secre-
tary for his services as Comptroller-General
of Prisons. The hon. member for Rock-
hampton was at liberty to peruse the
journals of this Assembly and the documents
of the Home Department, so that he cannot
be justifiably excused on the ground that he
was wrongly informed by someone who wrote
him a letter—a person who had no oppor-
}unity of making himself conversant with the
acts.

Mr. DuxrLop: Your Government promised
him £250 per annum.

Mr. STOPFORD: I will deal with the
promise of £250 at a later stage. 'The
appointment was made, and the dual posi-
tions were ended. Prior to that time,
escapes from the prison were frequent and
discipline was gone. The state of affairs at
that time presented a fit subject for a
Gilbert and Sullivan comic opera. I am not
going to blame the man who occupied the
dual position. No doubt the Government of
the day, when the dual position was created.
believed that economy would result from a
saving of money, but economy that is secared
at the expense of efficiency really amocunts to
extravagance. That is what happened in
that case. The then Home Secretary, Mr.
Huxham, no doubt believed that he could
economise in the expenditure of the Home
Department by combining the two positions
of Superintendent of the Brisbane Prison
and Comptroller-General. Mr. Huxham -was
a kindly gentleman who believed that
prisoners could be reformed—a belief that I
do not uphold after spending several years
in the department as Home Secretary. I do
not share the view that prisoners can be
reformed in the way that it is attempted to
reform them in Queensland to-day. Major
Peirson eventually occupied the dual posi-
tion of Superintendent and Comptroller-
General, but there then arose the peculiar
position of this man very gravely punishing
a prisoner as Superintendent of the prison,
and then as Comptroller-General reading the
prisoner a lecture-and overriding what the
Superintendent had done. (Laughter.) Tt
was impossible to reform prisoners by a sys-
tem of that kind. The result was that it
was easier to get out of gaol than it was to
get -into it. Hscapes became very frequent.
1 looked around to see if I could secure a
suitable man for the position of ComptrolYer-
General. For twelve months prior to +he
appointment I tried to persuade the Under
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Secretary to assume responsibility of the
position of Comptroller-General. [ am not
claiming that there were not suitable men
available, but the salary that I was per-
mitted to offer was not sufficient to induce a
suitable man to assume the responsibility.
For two years I, as Home Secretary, was
ridiculed by the press in relation to prison
matters. We could not enforce discipline in
the gaols; we had the knowledge that drink
was taken into them, and that prisoners were
drunk. We knew that files, hack-saws, and
other things found their way into the gaol,
and all despite the fact that the gaol was
staffed to a standard equal to any gaol in
Australia. It became apparent that the time
would surely come when the person occupy-
ing the responsible position of Home Secre-
tary would have to sit up and take notice. I
realised that that condition of things had to
cease, and I made certain recommendations
to Cabinet. First of all, I asked Mr. Gall,
who I believed was quite capable, to assume
the duties of = Comptroller-General. I
believed him to be a man having the neces-
sary firmness of character and sense of
justice, a man who would not pander to any
prisoner. who would demand service from
the staff at the same time that he would
give that meed of justice to the staff to
which they were entitled if they rendered
service, and deal out to them whatever was
their requirement if they did not give that
service.

Mr. Dunnor: That is not the opinion of
cther people.

Mr. STOPFORD: 1 was in the position
of sweating for two years under a condition
of things that very few men would like to
go through. I suggested that an adequate
salary for these additional duties would be

something like £250 per year. Cabinet
approved of my recommendation, bub
reduced the salary to £100 per year. Cabinet

looked upon the appointment in the light
of an experiment, and said that, if Mr. Gall
could pull the position around, he would
then draw the higher salary I recommended.

Mr. Dunror: What year was that?

Mr. STOPFORD: I do not know the
exact date; I did not come here prepared
to speak on this matter, and the Home Secre-
tary has access to documents which I have
not. Speaking from memory, the position
then was that Mr. Gall very reluctantly
assumed the duties of Comptroller-General
of Prisons for £100 a year. Really, what
prompted him to do so was to relieve me of
a certain amount of responsibility and
anxiety rather than for the sake of the
monetary gain attached to the position. 1
quite realised that Mr. Peirson was a man
who could carry out the duties of superin-
tendent of the Boggo Road Gaol, and that
he would be sure to give very sympathetic
treatment to the prisoners; but he required
someone behind him to lend that stiffening
influence to bring about that discipline so
necessary in a gaol. Mr.  Gall first said
that he would take the position provided
Mr. Peirson suffered no loss in salary. That
was agreed upon. Mr. Gall’s allowance has
niever been increased. The usual tightness
of money has always been the excuse for not
fulfilling this understanding, which really
was not in the nature of a promise; but it
was asserted that, if Mr. Gall did restore
the discipline we had lost in the gaol, the
allowance would be increased. I sincerely
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hope that it will be increased. I had dis-
cussed the matter with the Treasurer, but
the financial position was always the excuse
for not increasing the allowance. In fair-
ness to Mr. Gali, ‘the hon. member for Rock-
hampton should first be possessed of a full
knowledge of the facts before making an
attack upon him. To-day we have a gaol
which anyone can go through with the full
knowledge that he will see discipline there.
Let me give an incident that happened when
I went through Boggo Road Gaol during
the time escapes were so frequent. I became
so worried that, together with Mr. Gall, I
decided to go over to the gaol and see if we
could unravel the cause. We could not do
so. I had hardly entered the gaol when
the roof was bombarded with stones, but no
one was responsible for it. I had p1ev1ousljy
granted the prisoners permission to have a

gramophone, and, as was making my
inspection, the tune  Show me the way to
go home ” was played—(laughter)—followed

by “ The Prisoner’s Song.” That is not all.

In one of the reports that came to the
Home Office concerning a prisoner who had
left without leaving his fubture address, it
was disclosed that the warder concerned, in
explaining the absence of this prisoner, said,
‘“When I missed him, I said, ¢ Where’s
Denny ?”” T expressed astonishment that he
was in the habit of calling prisoners by
their Christian names. That prisoner got as
far as Sydney before he was recaptured; but
even before that a lady telephoned from
Fairfield inquiring if the prison authorities
had mislaid & prisoner! (Laughter.) I think
the appointment of Mr. Gall as comptroller
was necessary, and I make no apology_ for
saying that. If any apology is needed, it is
that the remuneration was not sufficient.
Whatever row may exist between the Home
Secretary and the hon. member for Rock-
hampton—

The HouMe SecreTARY: There is no row.

Mr. STOPFORD: They have ways of
ventilating it. I speak for Mr. Gall, who
has no other way of stating his case. As
ex-Home Secretary I desire to pay a tribute
to that officer of the Home Department, who
served under me for seven years. I had
from him loyalty, advice, ready assistance,
and service, and the same will be at the
command of the new IHome Secretary. 1
only hope the hon. gentleman will exercise
that common sense that we all seem to lack
at the commencement. For instance, had
the hon. gentleman been more expenenced
I am sure he would not have promised an
inquiry into the Dulcie Barclay affair——

Mr. Duytor: Why shouldn’t it be held?

Mr. STOPFORD: As I have no access to
the documents, I am not going to pass judg-
ment on this matter—not even at the request
of the hon. member for Rockhampton. There
were man: similar cases during m¥ term of
office in which no inquiry was held. At the
same time, I never made & public statement
to the effect that an inquiry would be held,
and then, when I tool the matter to Cabi-
net, had to back down on my original inten-
hon because certain strong interests were
brought to bear on me. The law regarding
inquiries is clear and definite. Representa-
tives of certain newspapers waited on me
and tried to force me to give a declaration
that an inquiry would be held in certain
cases. I always assumed the attitude that
the police were the proper authorities to
decide whether an inquiry should bhe held
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or not, and that the public had the common
right wheleby any two of them might peti-
tion for an inquiry. If the Home Secretary
is going to run round all the time looking
for things that should be inquired into, then
he will not have much time to do other work.

Dealing with the Estimates generally, the
Home Department is a spending department,
and it manages to get through a fair amount
of money. I was a fairly good spender, both
for the Government and for myself, and I
have a certain amount of sympathy for the
Home Secretary on this occasion, because I
happen to know the Treasurer. (Laughter)

The TrEaSURER: You know he is a very
good fellow.

Mr. STOPFORD: Yes; but I prefer to
find out from experience. "The Estimates for
this department show an increase of only
£13,000 on the amount appropriated last
year. I can see the Treasurer, anxious to
reduce that anticipated deficit——

Mr. W, Forean Smit: There will be a
lot of “ U.E.” before the end of the year.

Mr. STOPFORD : The Treasurer, anxious
to make that anticipated deficit as little as
possible, has carefully ¢ blue-pencilled ” what
the Home Secretary required for the year.

[5 p.m.]

The TREASURER: What does the blue pencil
mean ?

Mr. STOPFORD: The Home Secretary
has very high ideals. We all have. He
started off building up fine schemes in his
mind. He believes that we should have
improved prisons. Then he prepares his
Estimates, and asks for the necessary money;
but the hard-hearted Treasurer, who has had
a little conversation with the Commissioner
of Taxes, and who has put the Deputy Stamp
Commissioner on the Racing Commission, to
see if he can find another means of rakmg
in revenue, says, ‘ Cut your Estimates down
by £18,000.” I say he cannot do it. I am
only relatmg my experience. I can see the
same thing going on to-day. I am not
criticising the Treasurer; but I realise that
he has blue-pencilled the Estimates of this
department.

I would like the Home Secretary to answer
me one question on this vote, if he will—I
am sure he has the information there. I ask
him what he has already spent on rvelief
this year. He has allowed £30,000 for this
purpose. I know my expenditure last year
was fairly heavy, and my allocation was
very small. There are many votes in this
Estimate that should be increased. I notice
particularly that the Government have made
no provision for all those extra police that
they used to rail at me about. The hon.
member for Kurilpa used to picture all the
dark corners around about Brisbane, and
draw a painful picture of the lonely female
going home, and how well protected her
nerves would be if another policeman were
appointed. The Home Secretary himself
used to paint for me a painful picture of
the danger of these unfortunate people who
had to pass through Delaney’s lane leading
to the Melbourne Street railway station. I
notice that he has made no provision on the
Estimates for extra police. A careful analy-
sis of the Estimates for three years will
disclose that I at least was increasing the
police force by a certain number each year.
I think the Government are providing some-
thing in the vicinity of £4,000 extra for the

Mr. Stopford.]



1056 Supply.

police. 'What does that mean? Does it
mean that we are going to have retirement
at sixty-five years of age in the police force
so that we shall not have such a wastage in
the force? Does it mean that we are going
to have forty-eight hours in the police force?
There must be some reason why the Home
Secretary has cut this Estimate down at the
behest of the Treasurer.

The TrREASURER: It may mean that the
community is very much better behaved
than they were previously.

Mr. STOPFORD : It may mean that your
grievances were imaginary or political.

If you take the State Children Department,
it will be seen that there is provision for
an extra £4,000 odd in this vote. I want to
know what is the intention regarding the
State Children Department., Is there going
to be an alteration in the matter of adminis-
tration? I remember when you, Mr.
Roberts, said that every State child in Too-
woomba should have g foster father. You
regarded me, Mr. Roberts, as one of the
hardest-hearted people in the world because
I did not put every one of them on the
State Children Department. However, we
shall discuss all these votes as they come
before us. There is the vote for ° Relief
of Aboriginals,” for instance, for which
£66,101 was voted last year. We cannot
alter some of the votes because the items
in them are protected by awards.

The hon. member for Toowong said that
Brisbane was a dirty city.
Mr. MAXWELL: I said nothing of the kind.

Mr. STOPFORD : It certainly was a dirty
city when the hon. member was mayor. 1
netice that the vote for the Health Depart-
ment bas been reduced by nearly £1,000 this
year. I do not know whether the rat gangs
have been dispensed with owing to there
being now no danger from rats; yet the hon,
member for Toowong got up and pleaded
that this is a clean ecity.

The question of the hospitals is where the
Treasurer and I ought to have a little heart-
to-heart talk. I remember the Treasurer
refusing on one occasion to take a cheque
for £5,000.

Mr. PorLock: Don’t rake that up again.
(Laughter.)

Mr. STOPFORD: The Treasurer refused
a sum in the vicinity of £5,000 for the
Children’s Hospital because it came from the
“ Golden Casket.”” I notice that the amount
rut down for hospitals is £196,908; but we
know that they are costing a lot more. What
does the Minister estimate will be the total
expenditure for hospitals this year; and
what will be the amount by which the
hospital vote will have to be subsidised from
the ‘“ Golden Casket”? I do not want the
Minister to misunderstand me. I do not
want it to go out that I am asking- what
amounts are allocated from the *“Golden
Casket ” to_different hospitals. I am asking
what individual amounts will be allocated
from ¢ Golden Casket’ money to relieve
other revenue in the various hospitals. Hon.
members are aware that we give an endow-
ment of £2 for every £1 of bona fide dona-
tions and subscriptions during the year; and
I would like to know what amount it will
be necessary to take from ‘ Golden Casket”
funds to supplement the vote in order to
give that endowment. As we are asking for
other information on the first vote, I think
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we ought also to get this information. I
shall have an opportunity of speaking with
regard to the hospitals at a later stage.

Mr. ANNAND (Zoowoomba): I regret
that I have not had the opportunity of fol-
lowing the debate very closely, but I would
like to say a word or two, more particularly
as chairman of the ILocal Authorities’
Association of Queensland. I would point
out to the Home Secretary that the question
of health inspection in Queensland is a burn-
ing subject with the local authorities con-
cerned.  When a local authority wants an
inspector, the appointment has to be made
by the Commissioner of Public Health. The
position is that very often those men do not
perform their duties to the satisfaction of
the local authorities concerned—I say local
authorities, because in very many instances
they perform duties for more than one local
authority. That is a very necessary work;
and we know very well that it frequently
happens that an inspector is called upon to
condemn work on premises belonging to some
member of a local authority. For this and
other reasons the Commissioner holds that
he should have the appointment and dis-
charge of these men in his hands—that he
should, in fact, have sole control over them.
To a great extent I agree; but the local
authorities feel that, when these health in-
spectors have not done their duty to the
satisfaction of those local authorities, the
latter should have the right to say that they
should be relieved of their positions. I am
told by the Home Secretary that in a Bill
which is to be introduced very shortly deal-
ing with local authorities attention will be
given to this matter, and very many other
matters of a like nature; but I should not
like the opportunity to pass without speaking
for the local authorities on the question,
because I think that every year it has been
discussed at our annual conference, and
thence taken to the Home Secretary for his
consideration.

Before concluding, 1 would like to add
just a little eulogy of the officers of the
Home Department. As Mayor of Toowoomba
and chairman of the Local Authorities’ Asso-
ciation of Queensland, I regret very much
the personal attack which has been made on
one of them. They are a body of men, I
can assure hon. members, for whom the local
authorities of Queensland have the highest
respect. For many years before I ‘was a
member of Parliament I came in_contact
almost weekly with these officers, and 1 want
to say 1ight here on the floor of this Chamber
how highly I appreciate their untiring work
and the unfailing courtesy they have always
shown to me in both the official capacities I
have named.

Mr, KELSO (Nundah): I can assure the
hon. member for Rockhampton that I shall
not delay him any longer. He is very
anxious to speak.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr., KELSO: I want to second the sugges-
tion made by the hon. member for Bulimba
with respect to the extension of the baby
clinic system, so that mothers can in certain
districts take their children to branch clinics
instead of having the nurses going round to
the different houses. It would save a con-
siderable amount of time. I am very pleased
to be able to announce that the people of
Kedron in my electorate have already taken
steps to put such a system into operation.
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At the Kedron Memorial Hall—a hall built

wmorial to the soldiors—there is a
room dedicated to the uso of refurned soldiers
free of charge, but at the other end of the
building in the basement two roums have
been turred inio one, and are being fitted
out for the free use of the baby clinic. The
committee is collecting money for the pur-
pose of euipping the room, which I believe
is the first of its kind in Queensland—the
first in which this free service for the accom-
modation of a clinic has been offered. I am
sure that the Home Sceretary will be glad
to know ii, and I hope that this public inti-
mation of the fact will ba the means of stir-
ring up other centres, not only in Brisbane,
but also in other cities. It seems to me that
it is a work which might very well be taken
up by the progrezs associations, which are
designed to lock after the interests of their
own centres, for it seems to me that it is
certainly one of the finest movements in
which they could take an interest. It would
be a very great assistance to the mothers
in enabling them to bring their children to
a local centre properly fitted out with the
necessary equipment, which it is very difficult
to carry about from house to house. I com-
mend the suggestion of the hon. member for
Bulimba that we should put into active
operation what has already been started in
Kedron. I hope that this public pronounce-
ment will lead other people to act in a
similar capacity, which I think will be for
the good of those for whom clinics are
established.

Mr. DUNLGCP (Rockhampton): 1 shall
deal with the hon. member for Keppel when
the Hospitals vote is being discussed. 1
wish to reply to the remarks made by the
ex-Home Secretary, the hon. member for
Mount Morgan. If he had been listening, he
would have heard me say that I did not
dispute the ability of Mr., Gall. I do not
dispute it even now. He is a man of ability
and organising power. What I did dispute,
and rightly so, was the tone of his corre-
spondence with me as mayor of Rockhamp-
ton. I do not care whether the Home Sec-
retary or anyone else on the Government
benches tolerated such a letter coming to me.
The ex-Home Secretary regretted that I had
made certain remarks, but no one need regret
anything I eay here. I have made up my
mind that whatever I do here will he of a
becoming nature. It is my firm determina-
tion to speak with emphasis. I look before
I leap, and I offer no apology to anyone.
What the ex-Home Secretary said was quite
irrelevant. It was not my wish to attack Mr.
Gall on the floor of the House under coves
of parliamentary privilege. I wanted the
Home Secretary to give the Under Secretary
the right to reply to my letter outside, but
the ITome Secretary forced me to bring the
matter up in this Chamber. He is to blame
and not Mr. Gall. On another vote I voted
in support of an amendment submitted by

the Teader of the Opposition deplor-
ing the abuse of parliamentary privi.
lege  in this Chamber. Parliamentary

privilege is abused in this Chamber, and
the sooner that practice ceases the better.
I do mnot believe in attacking a man behind
his back. I believe in going riglt up to
the cannon’s mouth, face to face, and calling
a spade a spade. (Laughter.) That is all
that I wish to say on this occasion.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): T firmly
believe that the health of the community
should be a matter of paramount importance,

1929—3 v
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and should be maintained at a high standard,
no matter what eclse may sink into insigni-
cance. I vead with some interest the report
of the Commissioner of Public Health deal-
ing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other dis-
cases prevalent In various narts of the Ssate. -
It does not fellow that we have reached a
stage of perfection, nor does it follow that
we cannot do much better in the future than
we have done in the past. The Commis-
sioner of Public Health, in his annual report,
says inter alia—

“ Typhoid inoculation is no substituto
for sanitary precautions, and the more
highly civilised the community and the
better use made of the knowledgs of
sanitation the less typhoid fover results.”

1 consider that to be very sound reasoning;
in fact, I do not think anybody would ques-
tion it for a moment. It is a well-known
fact that bad sunitation is very often the
direct cause of diseases, particularly of
typhoid. I subscribe to the remarks of the
Commissioner of Public Health, and I do so
without gny hesitetion whatever. In anothet
part of his report he deals with sanitation
generally, and says —

‘““ A steady advance 'in matters apper-
taining to sanitary executive continues
throughout the State, This is evinced
by the reports of the departmeéental
officers and those of the local authorities’
health inspectors, which are submitted to
the department each month. These
reports show that stricter supervision is
being exercised, and that systematic
inspection work is regularly carried out.”

He further states—

“ The danger which is ever present of
mosquito-borne diseasecs has been kept
well in sight, and the enforcement of
the regulations in respect to mosquito
elimination has been constantly urged
upon local authorities.

“The conduct of sanitary services
throughout the State has rceceived atten-
tion.  With few cxceptions these ser-
vices are carried out by daylight, and
are well conducted.”

There are some exceptions, and these excep-
tions should be climinated, There was a
time when the whole service was carried oub
during the night. It is better for the
emplovees to conduast this rather disagreeable
service in the daytime; but I question very
much whether it 1s better for the community
as a whole. I question very imuch whether
the sanitarv science of our city could not be
of a higher order. Whatever other puople
m:ay think about sanitary services, I do
think that the open wagon Jjs not a
suitable vebhicle for carrying out this service.
They woeuld be better if closed: and it does
seem to be an obsolete method to permit
uncovered wagons to be used for the work.
Nothing ceuld be more objectionable than
to see an open wagon being used for the
collection of the sanitary services. I ques-
tion very much whether such a system can
be regarded as an up-to-date sanitary
system ; but that system is to be seen in use
regularly practically every day in the week
in this so-called up-to-date citv. That calls
for improvement. When anyone goes out of
the city and pays a visit to the seaside where
the air is supnoscd to be rarcfied »nd the
ozone so refreshing. it is quite a common
occurrence to see tha heavy artillery going
along the strand once or iwice during the

Mr. Winstanley.]
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day 1n the
That is

shape of a sanitary wagon.
a regular hapnemm When one
goes awiy fmm the city he does so with g
view of getting away from the odouls of the
city, and i3 not favoursbly impressed with
ithn zanitary methods in vogue at the sca-
side.  They are certainly not as up-io-care
or as compleis as they shouvld be. There is
rocia for (onsldelable improvement in the
sanitary services in this city. I hope thoss
vesporible will look into the maiter, and see
if some better systemn than the one now in
operation: cannot be brought into operation.
’\Ve all know that the present methods are
nore up-to-date and more scientific than the
methods of a few years ago. A few years
g0 Brisbane was the by-word of all the
<ities with respect to her bad sanitation and
disgusting system for the diip)sal of night-
soil.  While I am very plessed at the ini-
proverment which has taken place, neverthe-
Jess I desire {o son
date and scientific.

say one or two words in con-
the Iventide Home in Charbers
It is not in my electorate, but in

5

I desire |
nection wi
Towers,

the electorate of the hon. member for
Charters Towers At the same time, it
serves the purpeses nei only of one elee-

torate but of the wloic of North Quennsland.
The hon. member for Townsvilie suggested
Hnt any Northen mmaies of Dunwich who
desired 1o enter ihis home should be allowed
to do so. The home was built largely for
“ Norvtherners” who in  the past have
regarded going down to Dunwich very much
i the same way as going down to St. Helena.
They regarded ihe two places as being not
only near to Gac] other ge ogx,xphlmllv but
as being pretty close to cach other in other
1espe(‘t~ Cuite a number of our old people

vould sooner die in the North than ecome

lo Dunwich; but, having mnowhere else to
zo to, and no other choice, they had to
come to Dunwich. I do not know how m: LNy

persons would b« affected; bu‘r judging
from the number who have made application
for transfer from Dunwich to the Kventide
Home at Charters Towers and cthers who
o desire to be considered, it would not
take long to have over one hundred persons

on the spot. Unquestionably this institution
will be a model of its kind, and I hope
it will be able to live up fo modern
conditions. If the cxpectations are onl\
realized, it will be a very fine home where
those who 2o to live therc can pass their
declining daw in peace, quietness, and
comfort.

One grave mistake has been made in con-
rection with this institution, and that is that
clectric light was not installed instead of gas.
T drew attention to this matter as soon as T
knew Hmt gas was being fitted, and sug-
gested in the proper quarter that a mistake
was being made by not supplying electyic
light, which could have been made available
from a small plant fitted at the institution,
and would not have been any more expen-
sive after the initial cost had been defrayed.
{ias is not the most convenient form of
lighting, particuarly for elderly people, who.
in returping to their quarters in the dark,
find it decidedly inconvenient to bhother with
m.atchex, and cven to find the gas jet. All
fhat trouble wi ould be obviated were electaic
light installed, which would only require the
1n0re “wite hmtr on of the power.

In  connection with this institution, a
number of would-be pensioners wrote to rme
«ome months ago. I submitted their letteys

[Mr, Winstanley.
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tment, and was informed
they would

to the Home Dep«
that, when forms were available,
Lo sent to the writers of the letters. 1§ do not
ku oW if that hws been done; but if not,
I ask that v ompt attention should be given
to the muiter. Those who have no home
vill &nd the Charters Towers institution
sch more comfortable and agrecable than
Dunwich-not that speale derogatorily of
Dunwich, but the fact that \orth Queens-
landers have not the opPoLtnmtv of coming
in moso fuquent contact with thﬂlr friends
aud relatives swhilst at Dx nwich malzos the
Pventide Home a most desirable place from
that point of VJP—“, as it iy easily accessible
t residents of Txe North. In conclusion, I
finst that the expretations of those who have
set the 1n-t1tut1on on its way will be realised,
wx it ix certainly an dcqmsxt’on to similar
activities alrcady existing in the State.

HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
on, Normanby): 1 desire to compli-
hon. members on both sides for the
able suggestions which have been
submitzed for consideration by the Home
Departinent. I was amazed to hear some
Loan, mc on the other side explairning
the Lest way to meet difficultiss in various
vranches of the department. I am sure
thosc houn. gentlemen. cannot be directing
ism against the department for the
reason that the present Administration has
vot had ample opportunities of demon-
strating the possibilities of extending the
functions of the Home ‘Department on
account of the short period that it has held
office, while, on the other hand,
15.20 p.im.] the stringency of the financial
market makes it almost impos-
the most enthusiastic Minister to
which have been
fourteen years.

The
Pe
men

very v

~ible fos
soive all the problems
overlooked during the ps

AMr. STopromRD : Where is all that capital

that was going fo come In whsn you were
clected?

The HOME SECRETARY : I would inform
the hon member for Mount Morgan that

I have it on the most relizble authority
that even Mount Morgan will be resuscitated
shortly, and hundreds more men will be
cmploged there; and the Home Department
will take fine care that the hon. member
and his friends will not be allowed to put
the fires out in that mine =gain.

Mr. StoproRD: You are making a definite
promisze that 100 more men will be employed ?

The HOME SECRETARY : I am assured
by Mr. Bovd that certain experiments are
being made there now, and they appear to
offer prospects of success.

Mr. SToPFORD : One hundred more men will
Lo employed ?

The HOME SECRETARY : If the experi-
ments are successful, Mr. Boyd expects that
a large number of men will be employed
in that area.

Mr. Porrock: We shall
next yeay

The HOME SECRETARY: Apari from
party issues and party politics, let us hope
that it may come to pass. When it comes
to a show-down, what matters it which
Sovernment is in power so long as that
Government is .in a position fo encourage
enterprise, come ouf in the forefront, and
give the right hand of fellowship so that
1he workers can receive employment?

Mr. STOPFORD again interjected.

see what happens
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The HOMBE SEC‘Rﬁ "ARY
Lon, member was wking 1
vefrained from interjecting; and

When the
carefully
the least

he esn de is to extend the same courtesy
to e,
My, SroprorD: You waid that T caused the

5 to be withdrawa, You know that is @
The HOME SECRETARY: I withdraw
the tement. I want to ‘m p« viectly fair;

but the hou. member made some suggestion
about millions of money and & lot of men.
; Porrocx : He asked you when the
wss coming in, auad vou iasulted

T‘\ IIOMIT SECRETARY: I did not
intend to izsult the hon. member, and T ask
himn to accept my assurance on that point.
T know the hon. member too well to want
him,

Bruce: Boyd caused trouble.
e HOMIE SECRETARY: The hon.
knows that lessons have heen

learned by all sides. We o an all profit by
ence, and let us hope that the learn-
ing of that lesson will help us to go forward
to greater things,

The Leader of the ppOblfIO'l asked a
very pertinent and a very falr que stion with
regard to  the Duldie Barclay inguiry
Anlongst other things, thie hon. member ¢ 150
referred to the question of Trades Hall
deputations. I intend to deal with these
matters briefly in order to show that the
hon. member was not quite fair in his
criticism in either divection.

Let us take the Dulcie Barclay casa fivst.
On the cvening thiz gnl had committed
suicide there appeared in the afterncon
papers a statement that the mother had
demanded an mmquiry. When the newspaper
reporters came to me that evening, I, as
Minister, was not in posusession of any papers
but, thinking that the cries of a mother
should be given effect to, I said, ‘
there will be an inguiry so far as tb1~ depart-
ment is concerned.” During the next week,
while the police wore im,estigating, Mrs.
Barclay, the mother of Duleie Barclay,
came to my office; and I want those hon,
gentlemen who are fond of sneering and
inferring certain things to remember that,
despite party po]itics, there is still left in
mankind some little human kindness. So far
as I am concerned, I am not ashamed of
any action I have taken in that matter, and

am pleased to say that my colleagues on
the front bench are prepared manfully to
stand behind me in this matter. ¥irst of
all, when the newspaper reporters asked me
if there was going to be an Inquiry, in view

of the mother’s pathetic appeal I said
“Yes’; but I was not aware, nor was
anybody else aware st the lime, whether

the girl had been poizoned by som=be:ldy elss
or whether the poison was self-administered.
During the following week the mother came
to my office. She brought a little child
with her—ihe child of Dulcie Barclay.

~An OrrositioN MEMBER :
“ sch stuff.”

The HOME SECRETARY : I do not want
to put in any ¢ sob stuff.” I want to tell the
truth. Hon. members opposite have referred
to the case and made all sorts of insinuations
outside the House about hon. members
on this side of the Chamber. We have
nothing to be ashamed of, The mother came

Don’t put in
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“ Mr, Peterson, can you
prevent this inquiry? 1 am bmlg crucified.
My heart is breaking.”” You know exactly
how a mother \’souxd feel in those circum-
stances, I s ud “No, 1 canunot prevent the
inguiry; it i beyoncﬁ my power t¢ do that,
because at tho present moriest I am ot
sure, s Minister of this depariraent, whether
veur Gaughter was poisoned by romebody
clse, or whether she adid it herself.”  She
weni out’ of my room erying, taking the little
child with her,

to me and said,

I now come to the poI ce reports. Vwhat
did the pelice say ten days after-
wards” "‘hc Comur oner of Police shows
clearly and conclusively that the cause cof

dedrh ot Dulcie Barclay was strychnins, solf-
administere:l, The doctor's cerfificate shows
1t, and Um chemist’s statement on the papers
shiows that he sold her the regulation dese of
Lnohnhm Whether that is right or not is
net for me to discuss.

Mr. Stoprorp: Will he b2 prosecuted ¥

The HOME SECRETARY: He
berause he sold the regulation do The
Commissivner of Police has imnade a report—
and, after all, what sre officers like the Com-
missiener of Policw for—what are inspectors
of polica for? Are not nistcrs and Mmem-
ber« of Parliament to receive their advice in
matlers of this description?

arinot,

Ar. SroprorD: But you changel your
opinion,

The HOME SECRETARY : Circumstancss
alter cases, The hon. member can pose as

a paragon of rirtue about not changing his
opinion. What man in the world dges not
change his opinion on such matters as this?

Several Oprosrrion MeaBErs interjecting,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Commit-
tee has been asking for an explanation from
inister in charge of the department.
ving to make a most important
statement, and I must ask hon. members on
my left to give him a chance to make that
statement.

Mr. STOPFORD :
all the time,

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

The HOME SECRETARY: I was trying
to explain that the Commissioner of Police,
after perusing all the rcports of his officers,
recommended  to the department that no
inquiry should be held, as it was a clear case
of ~ suicide. Inspector Meldon, who had
charge of the investigations, also reported to
the dopartmcm that, in his opinion, it was
not necessary to have an open inquiry,
because it was clearly apparent that she had
commitied suicide of her own accord.

Mr. Brucg: It was never proved that shs
had enougli poison to do it.

The HOME SECRETARY: After that
took place, Mrs, Barclay, the mother of the
girl, came again to mec and pleaded that
there should be no inquiry. I sympathised
with the woman in her affliction. A couple
of months previously she had lost a married
daughter, and now this daughter, Dulecie, had
committed suicide. and the old lady herself
o appealed to me—I am quits candid about
it—that it went to my very he’u’t strings to
see her in the agony she was in.  After that
I went through the papers, and saw rhere
was overwhelming evidence of suicide. I did
not think of what I had said to the news-
paper reporters—I thought of that mother.

GovERNMENT MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hon. J. C. Peterson. |

He refers to me as * you
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The HOME SECRETARY: I did not
think of what hon, members might say about
me. I considered that it was a clear case of
suicide. and there was no rrround for inquiry,
and in tha at I backed up by the Conimis-

sioner of Police and one of his chief
inspectore. In order to make the position
clear, so ‘far as the Government was con-

cerned—so that they would not be involved in
it without knowledge—TI tock the matter to
Cabinet, and Cabinet upheld my view that
there w as ng nec assity for an inquiry. We
hold no brief for anybody. We have nothing
to hide. So far as cortain individuals are
concerned, T do not know them—I never met
either of them in my life—ub the broad prin.
ciples of humanitarianism in the case
appesled to me; I felt that the evidencs
in favour of suicide was overwhelming,
and that no inquiry Wwas necessary,
and therefore came to the conclusion that
there was nothing else to do but change my
opinion on the matter,

Mr. Dusror: What caustd her to commit
suicida?

The HOME SECRETARY: What caused
the hon. member to get up in this Chamber
and say he had secen the papers, and that in
them “the police recommended that an
inquiry should b+ held? I challenge him to
show one tittle of evidence to show that they
recommended an inquiry.

Mr. Dunrop: I offered to maks a personal
explanation, and I went to the clerk of the
Pariiament, and I was advized that it was
inadvisable.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You went to the
police the day after you challenged me, and
you found you were wrong.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The HOME SECRETARY: No inquiry

was reednad. It is certainly not my province
to conduct investigations. The evidence was
submitted to mo, and any reasonable body of
men would have given the same decision, in
view of the repeated requests made by and
on behdlf of that mother,

Now let us go a little further with the
matter. Certain clergymen published letters
in the press, and I asked them toc come and
meet me and discuss the matter. I wanted
to extend to them that courtesy. We dis-
cussed the case from various pomts of view.
1 put to them the aspest which I have already
explainad to hon. members, and those gentle-
men told me that they sympathised with the
position in which we found ourselves over the
matter, and they went out of the room telling
me that they would give me their decision in
writing. The Attorney-General, in making
his reply in the Committee the other nlfrht
evidently misunderstood what I had said.
Those reverend gentlemen never on any
cccasion snid  thab they were against an
inauirs, The wheale thing orcurred in this
way. The Nationa! Council of Women
approached me and sent me a letter. which
I referred to the Attorney-General. It was
my mistake in explaining the matter to the
Attornev-General—I was not clear enough in
stat‘ng that it was from the National Council
of Women, and that is where the mistake
occurred so far as my colleague is concerned.
I hope the Leader of the Opposition will
accept my apology in that respeet. The
National Council of Women approached me,
and it was they who came to that decision.
These ladies were very interested, and they

[Hon. J. C. Peterson,
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looked &t the matter from all angles—the
danger to young girls in allowing the con-
dltlons to continue which led up to this
oceurrence, the other evils aceruing from a
position such as existed in this case, and so
on. I discussed the whole matter with them,
and put the mother’s side to them, and, like
mothers who sympathise with mothers, they
agreed with my decision.

In order to show the attitude of the National
Council of Women, let me read their letter
of 14th October to the Home Department—
‘“ After hearing the report from mem-
bers of the executive of the National
Council of Women of Queensland, who,
at your request, attended your office on
Qatuzdav 28th Septembe1 to peruse and
discuss the ¢ evidence ’ connected with the
Dulcie Barclay case, the National Coun-
cil of Women is of the opinion that it
would not be wise to further insist upon
the holding of an inquiry as requested
by them in their letter of 13th Septem-
ber. The National Council of Women
would, however, ke action to be taken
to prevent the holding of beauty com-
pe’cltlons as we entuely support your
opinion that Wmnmg a beauty competi-
tion was a contributing factor in this
It was therefore resolved at the

case.
council’s meeting, held on the 1lth
instant, ¢ That the Home Secretary be

asked to introduce legislation to prevent
the holding of beauty competitions, as it
is considered that the commercialising of
beauty in such cases has a demoralising
effect upon the competltms and the com-
munity generally.’

“ We feel sure, judging from your sym-
pathetic attitude regarding this matter,
that you will do your best to persuade
your Government to take early action
to introduce this desirable legislation,
thereby granting the request of the
National Council of Women of Queens-
land, which council speaks for a Iarge
section of the women of Queensland.”

That is the position so far as those women
were concerned. As soon as the facts were
placed before them, they agreed that it was
not necessary to hold an inquiry.

Lat me go a step further. On the Saturday
morning, the sare day as the reverend
gentleman met me at my office; two reporters
from the © Truth” newspaper, with scven
or ecight other pressmen, ame into my office,
and one of the © Truth’ reporters th1ew
a paper on my table. and said. “ Here is a
demand for an inguiry under the 1886 Act.”
The name of that man was Mr. J. F. Power.
Out of the whole community in Queensland
the only twe perzons who are anxicus that
an inquiry should be held into the death
of Dulcie Barclay are two *“Truth”
reporters.

Mr. POLLOCK :
hampton, too.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
member did not comply with the Act. He
did not submit a demand signed by two
persons ehglble under the Act. The two
“ Truth ” reporters were enterprising enough
to do that: and they were quite within the
law in so doing. As a result of that request,
the law had to be put into operation. If the
whole community is incensed over this
matter, why was it left to two reporters of
that paper to make the demand? I am not
complaining about that paper-doing it; that

The hon. member for Rock-
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iz part of their business. It is part of the
busines: of a newspaper io get copy. I take
no umbrage whatever at that.

Mr. DuNLor: You said that the whole of
the community was incensed. Be fair.

The HOME SECRETARY: I did not say
that the whole community was incensed.
What I do say is that the whole community
is now interested in this question; and I
believe that the best minds in the com-
munity are anxious to see that the causes
which led up to this tragedy are not capi-
talisesl in the interestx of any person. It is
a big job to do that. Itisa very easy matter
to pass resolutions,

Mr. Duxror: In fairncss to me, tell me
abiout the Rlilton trouble.

Ths HOME SECRETARY : In fairness to
¢ hon. gentleman
r. Duscor: Tell us why the girl poisoned
Ferself.

The HOME SECRETARY:
t9 explain the position.

Mr. Dexror: Don’t dodge it

The HOME SECRETARY: On looking
through the files of the department, I find
that there have been quite a large number
of cuses of suicide and violent deaths into
which no inquiries were held—not the
slightest attompt {o hold an inquiry, Why ?
Simply because the Commissioner of Police
and his officers had certified that there were
uo suspicious circumstances.

Mr. DrxLor: Two wrongs don’t make a
right.

The HOME SECRETARY: T agree with
the hon. member. As to the future, I
believe it would be safer and wiser to pro-
vide legislalion permitting these matters to
be dealt with by a tribunal once for all. I
think it would be wise to institute the sys-
tems in force in other States, but not for the
purpose of securing sordid matter and flth
in order that the minds of the young people
of the country may be poisoned by it—not
that at all. If T have anything to do with
introducing such a system here, I will
endeavour to make provision that no indi-
vidual shall capitalise that kind of thirg.

Mr. Doxror: Do you think that is what T
am after?

The HOME SECRETARY: I am not
referring to the hon. member at all: I am
speaking generally. '

My, Duxror: Tell us about that Milton
letter that made the girl poison herself, and
about the fortnight she spent in a house at
Milton'!

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
member knows full well that this case is
sub judice, and that you, Mr. Roberts, would
pull me up if T attempted to quote any of
the evidence. )

ZIr. Porrock : Hear, liear!
£o into the evidence at all.

The HOXME SECRETARY: That is so.
If the hon. member for Rockhampton does
nct know the procedure and will not listun.
he will have to be tsught. If T attempted
to quote anything in connection with the
evidence in this case, the Chairman would
rule me out of order.

‘Tho Leuder of the Opposition complained
zhat I refussd to mest a deputation from

<th

I bhave tried

You shouldn’t
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the Trades and Labour Council. I can assure
the hon. gentleman that I had no intention
whatscever of being discourteous, and
again appeal! to hon. members opposite who
have walted on me in deputation to verify
my statement that I have on many occasions
gone out of my way at great personal incon-
venience to myself to meet their personal
convenience. 1 quite realise that every hon.
member has a right to meet a Minister in
denutation, and that it is only courtesy on
the part of = Minister to accede to their
requests. 1 had only been in office a week
when  the  Unemployed Workers’ Union
approached me, and we had a very long
conversation on unemployment matters gener-
allv. TLater on I understand that the Trades
and Labour Council met the Premier on the
very question that they wanted to see me
about. What neccessity was there then to
come to me? They did not come to see me
first; they went to the Premier.

My, Hyxes: They might have thought you
would be more sympathetic.

The HOME SECRETARY: I endeavour
to bie as sympathetic as I possibly can. I
realise to the full the trials and tribulations
of the unemployed and all they have to go
through; and so long as I hold my present
position I shall do all that is in my pewer to
endeavour to be fair and just to every sec-
tion of the community deservirg attention.
I have looked up the matter, and find that
there has been delay in regard to meeting
these gentlemen; but I have issued iastruc-
tions that they were to be met, and I will
meet them on = date to be agreed upon. I
am very sorry for this apparent lack of
courtesy, which was not meant in any way.

Mr., W. Foreay Smrra: The correspond-
ence shows that there was an unusnal delay
in the replies.

The HOME SECRETARY: The
member knows as well as I do that after
cvery election, and more particularly after
a new Government ascends to power, there
is a congestion of business in Government
departments. and that delay occurs in deal-
ing with business. Whatover delay there has
been will be overcome. I shall arrange for
the deputation to take place, hear what they
have to say, and, if their requests are within
reason, try to meet them.

Mr. W, Forgsy Swrrg: This letter is
dated 23rd September, and they have received
no reply vet.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
gentleman must realise, as I interjected when
he was sposking on Thursdar, that the
ex-Premier refussd to meet deputations from
the unemployed becausc. as he statsd, there
are times when such action is justified in
crder to prevent ‘“ stunting.”” The hon, mem-
ber knows perfectly well that the reason for
this deputation was to prepare a “stunt”
for the Federal clections.

My, W, Forean Syare: No, nol

The HIOME SECRETARY: Stusi or no
sturt, I decided not {o meet them then.

Mr, W. Forean Surrz: I did not know
that was the objective; I can assure you of
that.

The IIOME SECRETARY : Be that as it
max, T hope at a very early date that I
shall be able to meet these gentlemen and
discuss their problems with them.

Hon. J. €. Peterson.]
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The Leader of the Oprosition also referred
to the abolition of the life term of imprison-
ment and the substitution of a determinate
sentence.

Mr., W. Foraax S:urg: T referred to the
question of fixing » determinate sentence.

The HOME SECRETARY: That is one
of the legacies lefi behind by the hon. gentle-
man’s party. Quite a number of things have
been sagiested this afternoon by hon. mem-
bers opposite which they evidently shelved
or shirked when thev were the Government,
Yet I am asked to do what they neglectnd
1o do.

Mr. Bruck: That is no reason why you
should not do it.

The IIOME SECRETARY : Quite so, and
1 am not urging it as a reason.

Mr. PoLrock: You are suppesed to be put
there to do the things we did not do.

The IOMII SECRETARY :
something in that.

So fuar as the representations of the Leader

of the Opposition with regard to a man in
hiz own district are concerned, I have sub-
mitted tho matter to Cabinet. It is not the
casiest thing to let prisoners out of gaol.
Very properly judges have to be considered.
In the cases brought forward I have already
tulen action, and hope to submit recommen-
dations to Cabinet which T feel will moet
the wishes of the hon. membor.
‘The hon. member for Warrego made a very
i spesch on the gquestion of health.
up deficiencics of the past and
emedies for the future. I shall
certainly inquire into the casc raiscd by him
voncerning the shire of Adavale and its
water supply, and, if it is possible for the
departiient fo meet the houn. gentleman’s
. wishes, that will be done, The hon. membeor.,
replying to an interjection, stated {hat the
vesidents in that district had been suffering
for six years, during which they have passed
through troublous drought conditions. No
doubt that experience has cmphasised the
necessity for an adequate water supply, and,
if the question of finance, which must neces.
sarily be involved, can be overcome, the
matter will be remedied.

The

subject

There iy

metropolitan milk supply and the
sdulterated millke generally came
up for ment from the hon. member for
Barcoo. Ilon. members, of course, realise
the importance of this problem, which affects
not only Brisbane but other cities and towns,
At the present time nce definite schenie has
been formulated by ihe Brishane City Coun-
cil in this connection; and it may be necees.
sary for the Government at an early date to
take steps to bring about some svstem of
milk distribution throughout the metropolitan
area in order to ensure a uniform supply
of pure milk and minimise {he possibility
of adulteruiion.

Mr. W. Foreax Swirh: There arve three
different awthorities, which is one of the
difficultics.

The HOMFE SECPETARY: Yo, there
should be co-ordination of suthoritics on this
impoitant matter. I might mention that tho

ITealth Department has slready been movin g

sctively in dealing with delinquent milic
vendors, I have authorised the ezpenditure
of money for motor car serviee, so tha t

inspections may be extended.
. A large number of tests have been made
i regard to the milk supply to ascertaixm

[Hon, J. C. Peterson.
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if there is any danger of the bacilli of tuber-
culosis being present in our milkk supply;
and in ¢very case, I am pleased to report, the
result has been negativs, chow-
ing that, no matter what may
be the condition of the milk
supply in other parts of the world or in
the other States, so far as we have gone up
to the present we have a pure milk supply,
10t only in Brisbane, buf in other towns in
Qucensland from that point of view, which
13 ono’ of the most dangerous points of our
infant life. Consequently, I think the Go-
vernment are descrving of credit for taking
steps in this direction. The Home Depart-
ment intends to pursue that policy, and to
sce that, as far as possible, the children and
adults of the State are supplied with the
lurest milk possible.

The hon. member for Barcoo gave a very
good argument as to why we should have
sealed milk cans. Certainly it looks good on
the face of it; but a secaled milk can test has
been tried out; and this is what has occurred
in that connection. I am credibly informed by
cfficers in the Health Departiwent that cases
have been brought under their notice where
crmplovess, in distributing the milk, as soon
as the sealed can is half empty, take the
can to a tap and allow water to run in
with the can upside down. It will, there-
fore, be seen what a difficult matter it is to
deal with milk adulteration. I unhesi-
tatingly say that the penalties should be
greater than have been inflicted in the past.
Some magistrates take a very severe view of
adulteration, while others take a lenient
view, In the near future an Act should be
devised setting out specific penaltics, which
should be very high in order to protect the
health of the community. The department
is acting ou those lines, and we shall do our
best within our means to secure a pure milk
supply. However, it is gratifying to learn
from the cfforts of the Hcealth Department
that we have as pure a milk supply as we
have. It is a grand thing to know that, so
far as tests have gome, there is ap absence of
iuberculosis bacilli. That in itself is the
causc for much congratulation, :Lpd, lf. I am
spared to live till the next discussion of
these Estimates, I hope we shall be able
definitely to prove, as far as the Brisbane
supply at any rate is concerncd, that house-
holders and others nced not be worried on
ihat score,

The hen. member for Barcoo put forward a
very good contention, and he asked in con-
junction with maternity hespitals that there
sheuld be a nurse qualified in pre-natal and
post-nutal obstetrics. That is a very good
idea.  With that cnd in view, maternity
nurses are now called upon to qualify in that
direction; and, as wacancies permif, those
who ro into maternity hospitals will be
qualified in this very important work. It is
remarkable that in times gone by, although
a nurse may have been a competent mid-
wife, she might kunow absolutely nothing as
to_how to rear a delicate baby; and_any-
thing we can do in that dircction will be
done,

My, W. TOoRGAN SMIIH:
already in operation,

The HOME SRCRETARY : T know it is;
but I was referring to the hon. member’s
impression that it was not in operation. We
are going to follow the lines laid down by, the
provious Heome Sceretary. 1 thm'k it is a
very good thing, and I shall carry it out.

{7 pm.]
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The hon. member for Townsville referred
to the report on child welfare. T am sure
that those of us who have read that report
are pleased that the crusade for child wel-
fare in Queensland has made for a better
condition of child life in tha different homes
here. We hope as time goes on to amplify
the system, and to have Queensland in the
proud position of having the lowest child
mortality in the Commonwealth.

The hon. member for Townsville asked that
transfers should be arranged for old people
at Dunwich to the Eventide Home in the
North. The other day I was at Dunwich,
and saw an old man lying in bed. Many
hon. members know him; his name is Peter
Aldridge, and he wishes to be sent up to the
Eventide Home in Charters Towers. Ie was
anxious to get home to the WNorth near the
fields where he worked in days gone by. I
understand ‘that the Eventide Home is capable
of housing from 100 to 150 people, and at the
present time there are only about thirty or
forty who have applicd to get into the home.
That home was established by the late Home
Secretary, to whom it is a monument,
for the purpose of housing the aged people
north of Townsville, Al T can say is that,
if the aged people of the North do not take
advantage of that Eventide Home, then the
door is open for others from Dunwich and
other places to be transferred if they desire
to get up to that centre. ¥lon. members will
realise that. being a purely Northern hom=,
in following on the lines of the ex-Home
Secretary we should endeavour to place as
many as possible there from the North. I
understand they struck a line north from
Townsville.

Mr. WeLLNgTOXN : Mackay.

The HOME SECRETARY: If the aged
prople in the North do not wish to avail
themsclves of the opportunity, we shall have
to accede to the wishes of the hon. member
for Townsville and other hon. members who
have spoken in a similar strain.

The hon. member also referred to the
removal of certain people from hospital
boards. He ought to know that those gentle-
men who have becen removed from the hos-
pital boards should have resigned, and quite
a number did resign on their own account.
They recognised that they were appointed as
representatives of the Government, so they
resigned. By no stretch of imagination
could the hon. member say that the gentle-
m:en whom he mentioned represent the policy
of this party so far as hospitals are con-
cerned.

Mz, HYNES : But they were doing the work
on the board. As a matter of fact, one was
chairman of the Townsville Hospital Board.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am not com-
plaining about that at all. All I sax is that
the Fospitals Act specifically provides for a
certain number of Government represcenta-
tives——not Opposition ropresentatives—there
i« no provision in the Act for that at all.
On no occasion have hon. mambers opposite
nominsted one supportey of this party on a
hospital beard.

Mr. StoProrD: Was the late Maurice Bald-
win & supporter of this Government?

The HOME SECRETARY: In reply to
the ex-Home Secretary, no other hon. mem-
ber on this side has any knowledge that Mr.
Baldwin had any connection with this party.
‘When the hon, gentleman was in office he

[22 OcrosER.]
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did not accept nomination from any sember
of ihis party. ’

Mr. HyNES:
ment cmplosees.

Some of them were Govein-
it was the practice of the
(Giovernment to apnpoint the police magis-
trate, if possible. The past Government had
AMr. Byrne representing them on the hoard in
Towusville for many years.

The HOME STCRETARY : All I can say
i< that the Government wish to see the
hospital policy succeed. We are geing to
formulate a mew polidy; and we claim the
right to appoint as our representatives men
who will uphold our poliecy. We make po
apology for doing that.

Mr. Storrorp: That is all right in the
case of a new man.

The IIOME SECRETARY : In every case
all nominations made to a hospital board
in the time of the late Government—and I
have the list here—were made on the recom-
mendation of hon. members opposite.

Ay, Forry: Where is this policy going to
lrad?

Mr.
people ?

The HOME SECRETARY: I am glad of
{hat interjection. 8o far as we are con-

MaxweLL: Where did it lead you

cerned, it is going to lead to this—that we
shall have men who support our policy on
the boards. because we are responsible.

Mr. STopFORD: Is the Iospitals Aet your
policy ?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask
the Minister not to take so much notice of
interjections: and I ask hon. members on
mv left not to interject. The reply of the
Minister is really beine converted into a
reply to interjections, and not to the speeches
of hon. members.

The HMOME SECRETARY: The next
matter to which I wish to refer is the gues-
iion of segregating mentally deficient chil-
dren. 'The hon. member for Kurilpa, the
hon. member for Bulimba, and several hon.
members on this side of the Chamber have
exprossed themselves as in favour of a home
for mental deficients. It is a matter of

vital interest to this State. 1 am afraid.
Lowever, that very few members of the
Committee reslise the couditions in our

cevlums at the prosent moment. They fail
to visualize the state of affairs at a place
like Dunwich. whare people go in their old
age, and where those who are mentally
Jeficient have been kept during the past
fourteen years—-—

Ar. SrtoprorD: Before that, too!

The HOME SECRETARY: Never mind
that. I claim thst in the prosperous times
which occurred during the last fourteen
vears the question of mental deficients should
have becn dealt with. ‘

Ar. SroprForp: Why did you not voice it
when you were over there before?

The HOME SECRETARY: Why did [
not voice it? A voice crying in the wilder-
ness ! The hen, member is a humane inan,
whos» administration in many casss  has
hown him to be sympathetic; yet he got
up in this Chamber this afternoon and asked
{hat mental deficieuts should be provided
with hemes ! We have to realies that we have
been handed down a legacy by our pre-
decessors. We propose to tackle the subjeck
at the right time; but I ask hon. members

Hon. J. C. Peterson.
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if it is a fair thing that down awnongst
theee old people at Dunwich there should
be housed blacks, Chinese, all classes of
colonred pzople, and mental deficients in
addition. I am wholly in accord with the
views of deputations that have waited on
myself and the CGovernment generally and
asked us to establish a home for mental
deficients where they may be treated and
serregaied. I hope the hon. member will
help me to bring about that result; but,
just as the hon. member rightly said that
he was always up against a Treasurer in
his own Administration, so are members: on
this side up against a Treosurer—not because
he is a hostile Tressuver, but because he is
« Treasurcr who cannot give them £50,000
when he has only £20.000. The position
financially is acute, but I shall do my utmost.
1 feel convinced that the Government will
do their utmost to establish a home for
‘menta] deficients as soon as the financial
pesition becomes easier. When hon. mem-
bers propose the establishment of such a
liome, it is well to reflect for a moment,
and to realise the causes that operate ren-
dering such a home necessary. Reflect for
a moment on the mental wrecks housed
in our asylums, and the men and women
reduced to a state of degradation—almost
lower than animals—conditions that prevail
in different parts of the State. When we
considey the establishment of a home for
wental deficients, we must realise the circum-
stances operating in the direction of com-
pelling the estsblishment of such an institu-
tion; wo must probe the problem to the
‘bottom if we are to solve it.
Mr. SroproRD: Where is all this capital
thet swwas to come into this State on the
election of your Govermment?

The HOME SECRETARY: Where is all
this capital! Four months in office! The
Labour Party were in power for fourteen
years, and established a record in the crea-
tion of unemployment in OQueensland. If
our Government are not able to show a
betier record after a period of three years,
then, as the hon. member for Bowen has
stated, we deserve to go out.

Mr. W. Foreax Suita: You will, too.

The HOME SECRETARY : Then we shall
heve to accept the position. The problem
of the mental deficient has exercised the
great medicsl minds of the world, and, speak-
ing as a layman, the only way in which we
can sclve the problem. is to deal with the
canses that lead up to it. What are the
cavses? I make the solemn statement that,
uniess we can grapple successfully with the
verereal disease problem, wes are not going
to achleve the success anticipatad by the

extablishment  of a  home for mental
deficients,
Afr. Duncor: What about an amendment

of the marriage laws?

The HOME SECRETARY: I am not
referring to that just now. This matter
“should be considered in conjunction with
- the Health Department. At an esrly date
we should make it compulsory that every boy
and every girl on leaving school, or perhaps
at a little later stage, should receive =
thorough training in sex hygiene at the hands
of medical officers. At the present time
these matters are treated with contempt ;
they are kept under cover and approached
in a manner which indicates that they should
b2 hushed up. Hon. members should realise

tHon. J. C. Peterson.
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the position presented by our asylums and
by the mentally deficient. If we are to safe-
guard the mental faculties and the health
of the children in the future, then we shall
have to realise our responsibility, and nob
bs content with the present smug hypocrisy
in connection with matters of this kind.
Legislation should be introduced. We have
s preat problem before us in the saving of
people from lives of mental anguish such
as we witness in all our asylums to-day.
Action should be taken by the Government
s+ carly as possible; and a start will be
made along those lines by the establishment

"of a home for mental deficients.

Mr. Stopromrp: You should try to redeem
vour promises to the mentally efficient.

The HOME SECRETARY : Our promises
will be redeemed in accordance with the
policy of the Government, and when we
reguire the advice of the hon. gentleman he
will be called in. )

The next subject 1 desire to deal with is
that of the appointment of women police.
That is a subject that has agitated the
minds of social workers who have talken
a keen interest in the matter. The matter
was reforred to this afternoon by the hon.
membor for Bulimba. A deputation waited
upon mo in conncchion with the matter; but.
unfortunatsly, the Government found it
necessary to turn down the proposal on
account of financinl stringency; but that does
not indicate that the subject will be entirely
forgotten. No doubt, when the financial posi-
tion improves, the Government will take
steps to try out the system of women police
in Quecensland. There is no doubt that in
cortain circumstances worten police are of
greater advanbage than male policemen.
Towever, we can deal with the subject when
the occasion arises,

In rveply to the charges made by the hon.
member for Rockhampton against the Under
Seoretary of the department, I endorse
thoroughly the views expressed by the ex-
Home Secretary, the hon, member for Mount
Morgan. 1 have known Mr. Gall for the
past fifteen years. I can honestly endorse
the remnarks made by the hon. member for
Mount Morgan with regard to that
gentleman.

Mr. Duntor: Do you endorse the tone of
that letter?

The HOME SECRETARY: I will take
the responsibility when it comes to me.
am not going to shirk this matter, nor am I
golng to permit the hon. momber.to treat
the officers of my department with disrespect.

3Ir. Duxtor: I did not question his ability
at all.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
momber for Rockhampton wrote a very
importinent letter addressed to'me reflecting
on the officer concerned and the rotten state
of affairs oxisting in the department. In
order to get at the truth of the mnatter, I
hzd nothing else to do but submit the letter
to the Under Secretary. The Under Secre-
iary made a reply, and he asked me to _send
that reply to the hon. member for Rock-
hampton, who, because he got back a little
mare than he bargsined for, is now squeal-
inz.

Mr. DuxLor:
his Oliver.

The MOME SECRETARY: 8o far as I
am concerred. I want the hon. member for

T gave him a Roland for
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Rockhampton to understand that, although
he may brag and boast that he can bluff
people, he cannot bluff me. If he wants to
quarrel with my officers and insult them,
then I am going to stand by them.

Mr. Dryrop: Do you endorse the tone of
that letter?

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon.
member for Rockhampton is going to take
up the stand in this Chamber

Mr. Duncor: I am prepared to take it up
ouiside with you.

The HOME SHECRETARY: The hon.
member for Rockhampton is nob worth it.
The hon. member invited the reply he
received from the Under Secretary, and,
having asked for whst he reccived, he must
put up with it.

An OppOSITION MEMBER :
-doctor soon.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
membsr for Merthyr referred to the use of
arsenate of lead which is being used as a
spray on cabbages that are being supplied
to the public through our markets. The
Health Department has been very vigilant
in this matter. It has caused the confisca-

He will want a

tion of a very large number of cabbages
during the last five months, Indeed, the

officers of thzt department have been vory
sctive, I quite agree with the hon. member
that there should be some prohibition of the
use of arseriite of lead on vegetables sup-
plied to the people, and, if there is no power
to prohibit it, power must be sought. We
c¢annot risk the lives of psople because of
some desire to get rid of a few cuterpillars
and slugs.

Mr. W. Forgan Suirz: There are some
regulations dealing with the matter in the
Department of Agriculture. You can amend
those regulations if they do not assist you
now to deal with the position.

The HOME SECRETARY : Does the hon.
gentleman infer that the Health Department
has one job to do, and at the same time the
Department of Agriculture advises farmers
how to get rid of slugs and snails by the use
of arsenate of lead?

Mr. W. Forean Smire: Ne. They have
no power to use a mixture above a certain
standard. It all depends at what stage of
growth the mixture is used.

The HOME SECRETARY: I have seen
atrocious abuse of the use of arscnate of
lead, and, were it not for the vigilance of
the Health Department, there would be
sorry tales to tell,

The hon. member for Keppel advocatod
the establishment of a home in Rockhampton
for the aged, and suggested that the build-
mss now wsed as a women’s hospital, but
which is being vacated, should be used for
the purpose. I agree with the policy of
deconiralisution in regard to the care of the
aged. The hon, member for Mount Iiorgan,
when Home Secretarv. cstablished the Tven.
tide Home % Charters Towsrs, which was a
step in that direction. I hope that, as soon
as the finances permit, the Cobinet will agree
to the establishment of a home for the aged
in Rockhampton.

3r. Srorrorp: You should alio consider
the building of a home for the incurables in
Rockhampton.

The HOME SECRETARY: That is a

suggestion worthy of consideration. Such a
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building would obviate transfarring incur-
ables from the Central district to the Dia-
mantina Hospital in Brisbane.

My, SrtorrorD: You bave a wonderful
benevolent society in Rockhampton.

The HOME SECRETARY: That is
another aspect in conneciion with our aged
that could be considered. There is no doubst
that the Central district is entitled to such
a home, and I hope that, as soor as finanées
permit—I feel confident—the Government will
do the fair thing.

The hon. member for Mount Morgan
wauted to know the expenditure ou relief
during this financial yecar. Between 30ih
June and 30th Scptember between £27,000
and £30 000 was spent in relief. That sum
will be considerably augmented from time to
time in order to meet the cxigencies of the
case.

With rezard to the information sought
concerming hospitals and ¢ Golden Casket”
funds, I cannot provide the particulars off-
band. but will furnish the information before
the HEstimates of ihe department go through.

The hon. member for Toowooruba referred
to the power of the Health Department over
the health inspectors We are prepared to
give reasonable consideration to the claims of
the local authorities in this matter, and hope
that any difficultics that exist in this direc-
tion may he overcome. In consultation with
the departmental officers we hope to come to
a decision that will meet with the wishes of
not only the Government, but of the local
authorities concerned.

The health laws concerning mosquitoes
and sanitary arrangements were referred to
by the hon. member for Queenten. So far
as the Health Act permits, everv avenus
will be explored to see thai these matters
are attends»d to. I hope that the public
generally will realise {hat they, too, have
responsibilities, because in this matter of
mosquito eradication there is too much depen-
dence upon Government departments.

Mr. Kirwan: Local authorities are the
worst offenders. They may neglect to deal
with a swamp under their control whilst

at the same time they insist on householders
screeliing their tanks.

The HOME SECRETARY: I agree with
the hon, member that that may happen;
but «t the same time the people should see
to it that the problem is dealt with by their
particular council. Aftar all, the question
is not one for tha Home Department alone,
but should be grappled with seriously by
councils concerned, in order that progress
may be registered in the work of mosquito
erzdication, and to see also that the sani-
tary laws are rigidly adhered to.

Reverting to the matter of the Hventide
Home in order to reply to the hon, member
for Queenton, we shall do our best to see
that the aged at Duuwich who desire to get
1o Chariers Towars are considered in their
turn after thoso in the North are accom-
modated.

As the discussion proceeds no doubt hon.
members will desire more information, which
I shall be pleased to give on the subsequent
votes,

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
was interested to hear the Minister’s cxplana-
{ion regarding the inquiry into the Barclay
case. It appears that the hon. gentleman
first spoke without thinking, and that, after

Mr. Smith.]
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thinking, he decided to take diilerent action.
If his explanstion means anything, it means
that. The point, however, that has emerged
from the whole business is that the Govern-
ment should seriously consider the advisa-
bility of amending the law o that those
situations will not again develop.

1 am glad to nate that the Minister, after
lcoking up the correspondence in the matter,
has ween that there has been a certain ovep-
sight in regard 1o the correspondence from
the Trades and Lubour Council, and that
he will receive a deputation from that bod:
slong tiie lines that are asked for.

My principal reason, however, for ri:sing
to speak is in regard to the extraordinars
statement that the Minister made in regard

to hospital administration in this State. The
hon. gentleman stated definitely that he

intends to introduce a new hospital policy
into Queensland, We shall deal with that
poliey when it comes lefore the Chamber,
but for the present I would remind the hon.
gentleman that, if he thinks he can intro-
duce a policy relating to the hospitals of
Queensland and run them through his pax-
ticular political organisations, he is making
o departure that no State in Australia has
ever made,
Mr. MaxwernL: He never said that,

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH : Hospitals are
the concern of the whole people. They are
institutions provided for sick, the injured,
and the distressed; and no question of poli-
tical opinions should enter into their adminis-
tration.

When vacancies fall due on these boards I
can understand the Government appointing
a suitable nominee on the recommendation of
the local member. There is nothing wrong

with that at all. provided they

[7.30 p.m.] are preparcd and have the capa-

city to carry out their responsi-
Lilities on those hoards: but if the Minister's
words mean anything at all, thev mean that
he intends to introduce a hospital policy, and
the nominees on these boards will be nomi-
nees taken from the political party that he
represents, I want to take this opportunity
of seriously warning him against adopting
such a policy. Where is it going to end?
That is the real question. If the Minister
Is prepared to take up this line of activity.
how far does he propose to go with it? He
has just cnunciated a line of activity that is
alien to the administration of the lasw of this
country, or any part of the Diritish Empyire.
He has enunciated candidly and callously
the Tammany gospel of the United States of
“the spoils to the victors.” In effesi, le
say« that all bodies of public or semi-public
character shall be =ppointed from ithe nomi-

i iticu! pacty. In some ¢ it
2fore nove, hoth in this and
tee, but it is the frst time

rd any AMinistor rise in his
place in this House end say that he intends
in futurs to adopt the nolicy of ““the spoils
fo the victors”’ and a policy of hospital <on-
trol by the political nominces of his paity,

The Hoxe Secrerany: That i« what your
Government did.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I he thinks
he can run the public institutions of this
State by people who are political nominees
hestile to the.organiaed workers of this Stute.
then he is going to meet with a great dea] of
trouble in his future administration. Ile has
said that the past Government did these

[Mr. Smith.
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ihings. T can call io my memory many com-
mitties appointed by the last Government.
What happened in connection with the
Childrex’s Hespital in Brisbane? For years
the Children’s Hospital and the General Hos-
pital in Brisbane were a disgrace to the capi-
tal city of the Siate. They were continually
short of the neerssary funds fo carry on the
vwork of these institutions. Thev could not
get money: the buildings were ill-equipped;
and everrthing left very much to be desired.
At ous period the committer resigned, and
the Tlome Scerctary of the day, Mr.
McCormack, had to appoint a committes.
Did the committee that was appointed to
take charge of the hospital until it was
boarded consist of political partisans? I do-
not s=uppose there were more than two sup-
portars of the Labour Party on that com-
mittee. The members were chosen from men
and women who had at heart work of this
kizd—public-spirited men and women who
were prepared to do their bit in the
interests of the unfortunate children who
had to be treated in that institution. Only
ain _hon. member with a heart of stone
could think of running these imstitutions on a
political  basis. I have Dbeen over the
(*hildren’s Hospital, but I have not been able
to go through the whole building on one
visit. One ward is enough for any man who
is sympathetic. The hon. member for Too-
wong was one member of that committee.
I wish to raise an emphatic protest against
the political control of the hospitals. Hos-
pitals arc intended for the sick and injured
members of the community: and the com-
mittee should be composed of people who are
willing to give their #ime in that noble
service to the community. Where vacancies
oceur on & hospital board, or any other
board. in regard to the Government repre-
sentatives, I do not object at all to the
Minister of the day asking the member for
the district who are suitable persons to fill
those vucancies; but the idea that, for no-
reasons at all other than political reasons,
the Government, should ruthlessly gazette
these committees out and put in political
nominees of their own is a form of callous
conduet that I will oppose so long as I am a
member of this Parliament.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
Peterson, Normanby): I am amused at the:
mock sincerity of the hon. member. I shall
show this hon. member who is opposed to
what he calls political infilucnce on hospital
committees what has been done in the past
by his own (fovernment. I shall read out a
list of Government representatives on hos-
pite! committees, and I challenge the hon.
member to say ther are not partisans belong-
ing to his party.

Mr. W. Foreax Sumitn: Can you show‘
where we gazntted men out for political
reasons? That is what I say you are doing.

The HOME SECRETARY: This straight
gertleman proposes to stand for what he
calls freedom of political opinion in thesc
institutions, Why, I am only following out
the dictum Jzid down by himself !

Mr., W. Foraan SHITH: You arc not, We
never gezeited any one out for political
roasons.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
member kpnows as well as I do that the
Hospitals Act provides for representatives
of the Government—not of his party. The
Act specifically mentions representatives of
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the Governmment. The hon. members knows
that as well as I do. Did he cast his eyes
round when he wanted representatives?
Where did Le get them from? Tet us take
Maryborough.  The first bosrd comprised
Charles Henry Adam—

Mr., CLayToN: A Labour man.

The HOME SECRETARY: Phillip
Brophy, William Halliwell Demaine, James
Edgar McCleer—all Labour—Frederick W.
0. Shori—not one single member wupporting
this side of the House.

Mr. (ravrox: The Australian Tabour
Party recommoended them all.

The 1IOME SECRETARY: Let us go
further to show the insincerity of hon.
membevrs opposite. Take the Central Burneti
Hospital Board—William Krueger, Johu
Moore, William (. V. Turner, William
Alfred Wharton. Were they supporters of
this party?

Mr. W. Toreax Surri: Was
gazetted out to create a vacancy?

The HOME SECRETARY: No—

Mr. W. Foreax Sara: It is political
persecution.

The HOME SECRETARY: No, for the
simple .reason that the hon. member had
not the common decency to appoint other
than those of his own party as Government
representatives. The hon. member forgets
that the reason why we gazetted them out
is that they were all members of his party.
If ever any leader of a party established
the principle of Tammanyism, the hom.
wember did. However, thers came a day of
reckoning, and we are new on this side of
the House.

Mr. W. Foreax Samm: You are the only

one on that side of the House who is pre-
pared to do it.

The HOME SECRETARY: Take the
Kilcoy Hospital Board—John Grehan, James
Gillies, John Joseph Walsh, Michael McAtee
—not a single member supporting the policy
of this party.

Mr. IIyNes: What proof have you got of
that?

The HOME SECRETARY: I know who
nominated them. When there was a vacanc:
on the Brisbane and South Coast Hospital
Board, did the hon. member pick a business
man? Did he look round to get somebody
who did not agree with him in polities? No,
he sclected a member of his own side—Mr.
Tioyd, ihe late member for Kelvin Grove.

anybody

Mr. Duxror: Who nominated the members
of the Roskhampton Hospital Board?

The HOME SECRETARY : Mr. Farrell.
the ex-moember for Rockhampton, nominated
Mr. Kelly.

My, Dusior: Whe nominated the rest?
T challenge you to prove any nomination.

The ITOME SECRETARY: Take the
Townsville Hospital Board—Francis P. J.

n

Hyxis: A Government servant.

The IIOME SWCRETARY : But that did
not alter Lis Labour views. Then Grorge
Sims Edwards.  Then ihere i the Glad-
gtone Hospital Board—Arthur Thomas Power,
William  O’Reilly, William Ross, Rdward
Matthew Breslin.  Can anybody opposite
tell me that there was one Opposition sup-
porter gazetted on that board?

[22 OcToBER.]
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Mr. SropForv: How do we know?

(Laughter.)

The HTOME SECRETARY: Let us take
the Bundaberg Hospital Board—Albert
William Baker, Benjamin Courtice, Stephen
GGeorge (rooks, and John Laurison—mnot a
single supporter of thisz side was put on
there.

Mr. Barpir: Whr didn’t you appoint Cat-
termuil? I nominated him.

The HHOME SECRETARY: Because we
have got people just as good as Cattermull.

Then take ths Cairns Iospital Board—
Taurits Ingvard Jeppesen, editor of the
Labour paper, and John Campbell. Take

the Gywmpie Hespital Board-—John Francis
Denovan, Daniel Price, Walter Gordon
Schmidt, arnd Corvpolius Danigl O’'Keefe. If
lion. members opposite are sincerc in their
statement that they would not consider poli-
ties at all, why is it that on these hoards
the Government representatives were all
sapporters  of hon. members opposite?
(Opposition Interruption.)

The hon. member had something to say
sgain about the Barclay inquiry. IJe seemed
to be annoyed that I said that there was
going to be an inquiry, although the Com-
missioner of Police had made a recommenda-
tion against it. IT.et me quote to the hon.
member a case in point. Does he remember
the case of ex-Constable Kyle, who was dis-
mizsed from the police force? He was dis-
missed on the evidence of a prostitute—in a
matter that concerned his livelihood. Many
decent-minded people sent a petition to the
Minister and the Government asking for an
inquiry into that case, yet it was refused.
The hon. membher refused that raan the right
io show that he had been wronged.

Ar. W. Forasy Surre: You do not know
what you are talking about. ’

The HOME SECRETARY: It has since
transpired that that same prostitute made
a sworn statoment that she lied; yet nol
one attempt was made by the ex-Home
Secrctary to have that inquiry reopened
and give that man a chance to show that
he was right. An inquiry is going to_be
held into that case, and also into other
cases where police were ‘¢ dumped.”

Mr. SrorrorD: Iike Moloney to Towns-
ville?

The HMOME SECRETARY: What about
that? ¥as not the Commissioner the right
to transfer?

Mr. Storrorp: The action of a coward.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I understood
that the hon, member for Mount Mcrga;}
applicd to the Miuister the word * coward.

Ar. 829prorD : No—the action of a coward.

The CHAIRMIAN :
to withdraw.

A Gove?

Mr. Bruc

The CHAIRMAN : I ask the hon. member
to withdraw the word ‘¢ coward.”

Mr. STOPFORD (ount Morgan): Are
You going to deal with him (indicating Mr.
Rruce)?

The CHAIRMAN : I wili deal with him.

Mr. STOPFORD : Who kas the floor?

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member has

the floor,
Mr. Stopford.]

I ask the hon. member

¢ MzuBER : And apologise.
interjected.
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Mr,
have *“a go.

The CHAIRMAN : I can quite understand
the occurrence ‘in the temper of the Com-
mittee at the moment; but I think that the
ex-Home S#oretary, when he comes to reflect,
will realise that in the position he occupics
in this Committer he is not playing the
game honourably with an opponent, and I
ask him to withdraw the remark without

STOPFORD:

)

I withdraw. Let him

any roference to an hon. member behing
him.

Mr. STOPFORD: I withdraw, without
any reference to an hon. member behind
me. {Laughter.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Air. STOPTFORD: I withdraw.

The HOMIEF SECRETARY (Hon, J. C.

Peterson, Normaahy):

Mr. Storzozp: I thought you were going
to deal with him. (Laughter.)

The HOX SECRETARY: Let me ask
the honoursble the Leader of the Opposition
—sinee he is :0 keen about inquiries—why
that cfficer was deprived of the right to an
inguiry ?

Mr. Srorrorp: Ask the Commissioner of
Police. You have the papers.

The HOME SECRETARY: We have;
and that officer is going to have an, oppor-
tunitx to prove whether he was right or
WIORg,

StoprorD : Who deprived him of the

Let me continue,

_The HOME SECRETARY : It was refused
time and time sgain.
Mr. Srorrosp: By whom?

The HOME SECRETARY: By your Co-
vernment. Jt was brought up here in this
Chamber, and the Leader of the Government,
Mr. McCormuck, read a stutement by that
prostitute. That man was kicked out of his
job for seven years on the evidence of that
woman. Since that fime another staterment
has been made by that woman saying that
she lird.

Mr. Sroprorp: What vear was that?

The HOME SECRETARY: I will give
the year luter. It about seven years ago.
Mr. StorsorD: It was not in my time,
The HOZIE SEURETARY : I do not know
whether it was in the hon. member’s time
or mot. All T csn say is that the inguiry
was refused. The Government—the Prewnjer
at the time—would have bzen well advised
to grant the inquiry, although in the &rst

place they refused it.

My, W. Foreax Sartu: It was a detail
of the admiuistration for the Commissionier’s
office,

The HOME SECRETARY: In this
the refusal came from the Premier. The
records show that. I am sure that no hon.
member in this Chamber would be willing
to subscribe to the decirine of persecution of
this type aimesd at officers.
3ir. W. ForeaN Syars : If an injustices hgs
been done to Kyle or to ansbedy else, then
i support any action being taken to rectify
that injustice, -

The HOME SECRETARY: I am glad io
have the assurance of the hon. gentlemamn on
that point. A long period has elapsed, and

[Ar, Siopford.

case
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this officer has suffered tremendous mental
strain in the meantime. There are other
cases, but it is questionable whether they are
as strong as the case of Kyle. There may
corie a time when it is not apparent that an
inquiry should be held; but there also comes
a time when fresh circumstances demand
that an inquiry should be held, as will be
done in this case. When the whole matter
is sifted to the bottom, I am sure that hon.
members will wunanimously agree that the
Government did the fair thing in the circum-
staices.

Mr, POLLOCKX (Gregory): I desive to
discuss the policy of constitutirig hospital
boards and committees retreats for National-
ist supporters. 1 am not going to argue,

and never have argued, that a member
representing a  certain district  should . ba
refused the right to nominate a political

supporter if he thinks he is the best man. I
do not take that stand at all, but I do take
the stand that the Labour Government, when
in office, never did gazette or consider the
gazetting of Nationalist supporters from
hospital committees or boards, and I showld
be surprised if the Home Sccretary is able
to find to the contrary even in one case,

Mr. Krxxy: You did not appoint any of
our supportérs to the boards in the first
place; consequently you could not gazette
any off the boards.

~Mr, POLLOCK: Mr. Roberts, you men-
tioned earlier that the Home Sceretary was

making an important statement. I am now
making an important statement. I take it

that my statements are as important as those
of the Iome Secretary. I have the same
rights in this Committee as he has.

Mr. Fry: The Minister cann speak as
many times as he likes, but you can’t.

Mr. POLLOCK : T claim the same right
to be heard when I am speaking. If the
Home Soeerctary peruses the papers in his
department, he will not find any instance—
certainly none to my knowledge—where
Nationalist supporters have been gazetted off
hospitel boards by our Government.

The SecrerarY For Ratpwavs: They were
never put on the boards.

My, POLLOCK : That is a very poor and
lame excuse.
A CovErNMENT MEMBER: It is a fact.

Mr. POLLOCK : There were a large num-
ber of hospital commitiecs in existence in
Queensland before the Labour (Government
came into office, and they were fully repre-
sented by Nestionalist supporters. In fact,
there were mone of our supporters on the
committees before the Labour Party came
into offic T

. herefore, after we assumed con-
trol of the Government, we could have had
these men removed. Take, for instance, the
most important hospital committio—the com-

mittes  controlling  the Drishane General
Heapital. The Labour Government @ ppointe:d
thren representatives to that  committee.

They were Mr., Maurice Baldwin. whose
politics nobody knew, if hoe hed any., I do
not think they were Lebour; I am not pre-
pared to say what they were. I do not think
they were ever questioned.

Jr. Wmrwin: He was a good man.

Mr., POLLOCK: He was a good man.
Then iheve was Mr. Chuter, of thie Home
Neeretary’s office, of whose politics I have
roe knowledge and care less about. Then

o,
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there was Mr. Mackay, of whose politics I
have no knowledge elther; nor do I think
ihe department had any knowledge of the
polities of thesc men when making the
appointments; nor do I think their politiss
would have been considered if the Goveln-
ment had any knowledge of them. Let me
now proceed to the attitude that I sdopted
at Winton, where we had & wvery dlﬁlf‘uh
position to hundle. It was represented to
me on all sides by Labour supp01te1s that I
should urge the Government to appoint
Labour men to the Winton hospital commit-
tea, Vet nothing of the sort was ever donc
or attempted.

I do not believe that hospital cominittees
sheuld be made refuges for supporters of
cither the Nationalist or the Labour Party.
I believe that the Government should (ret the
best men for ’rhose committees. Their jcb is
to look after the sick; and, where a disputo
exists on a committee, it should be the desire
of the Government to have such representa-
tives on the board as to obtain from both
parties the real truth of the difficulties.

The Houe SECRETARY : Don’t you think that
when th» Government find a large proportion
of the finance they should have representa-
tives to see that their policy is carried out?

Mr. POLLOCX: You secure that by
appointing Nationsl Party political hacks.

The Home SzcRrTaRy: There were more
hacks of the hon. member’s party appointed
by his Govermmnent,

Mr. POLLOCE : I do not believe in the
principle. The Labourites at Winton endea-
vored to persuade me to appoint a Labour
supporter as Government representative on
ths hespital committee at Winton, but I made
a recommendation to the Government that
théy appoint Mr. Schwarten, the local clerk
of petty sessions. He was appointed, and has
proved himself an excellent representative.
I do not know, and I do not care, what Mr.
Schwarten’s politics are. The man has been
able, and has always supplicd to the Govern-
ment a- complete résumé of what is being
done by the Committee, That, I takeit, is the
duty of a Government representative. I take
it that no Labour Government in Australia—
so far as I know, at any rate—has yet gone
to the extent of victimising a man by gazet-
ting him off a hospital committee in order

to make room for one of their own sup-
porters. I draw the line at that. The Go-
vernment cannot defend such a policy. The

Minister did not consider the first principles
of administration when he said that he
intended to do that in the future.

The Howmr SecrReTaRY: I was speaking of
the appointment of Government representa-
tives in regard to administration.

Mr. DuNLop: It is victimisation, especially
when there is no payment attached to thcir
services.

My, POLLOCK: I am not one who would
seek for reprisals. The Government has no
mandate {or the permanent occupancy of the
Treasury benches. This policy. therefore,
can cut both ways, but I prefer that it should
not be adopted.

The HomE SECRETARY : If this Government
goes ont of office, then every man who has
been anpointed by us as a Government repre-
sentative on a hosnital board should resign
and moske voom for appointees of the suc-
ceeding Government.

[22 Ocroper.]
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Mr. POLLOCK : That is the old Tammany
practice, to which I do not sulmcribe.

The Howmre SecreTARY : Some of your nomi-
nees resigned as soon as the change of
Lot Brnms Dt took place.

3y, POLLCCK : Where Government repre-
sentatives have been appointad a"zd have
given good service, and when the public gene-
rally are satisfied ‘with them. no interfrrence
with their position should take place. It
ought to be the aim of the Government,
where possible, to put independent men on
the bgards, as, in my opinion, when they are
asked by the Government for the truth of the
eternal disputes that crop up at every
country hospital in Queensiand, they will be
able to give independent information. Do
hon. members tell me scriously that, when a
Government representative is appomted by
the Minister solely on the ground that he is
5_supporter of the Minister's party, he is
likely to give an unbiassed opinion about
these rows that take place at hospitals?
Let me go farther, and say that, when we
had rows on_ hospital committées, which
included political partisans, it would have
been an easy matter for the late Govern-
ment to have adopted the same policy as the
Home Secretary now proposes to adopt and
gazetted all supporters of the Nationalist
Party out of office and elected Labour repre-
s(}\lntatives in their place. We did not do
that

Mr. EDWARDS: You did.

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member is say-
ing something that is not true, and he knows
it 1s not true.

Mr. EpwaRDS: I can prove it.

Mr. POLLOCK: So far as I know, the
Labour Government did not flood hespital
committees with Labour representatives.

Mr., DaxIELS: You made jobs for them.

Mr. POLLOCK: I kncw of no instance
v here it can be fairly said that, when Labour
governed. it attempted to forece their political
1dtas on to hosplfal committees.

Mr. CrayroN: You always saw to it thab
you had a majority; and in Maryborough
your nominee: were selected at Australiam
Labour Party meetings.

Mr. POLLOCK: I do not know what
happened at Maryborough; but, so far as
my own constitusncy is “concerned, thers is
not one Labour man on the hospital com-
mittes.

Mr. MAXWELL :
mittee ?

Mr. POLLOCK : It is a committee,

Mr. MaxwerLL: We are talking
boards—not committees.

Mr. POLLOCK: I am dealing with com-
mittees; I have no cxperience of boards.
Out my way the people are generous enough
te support their own hospitals by subscrip-
tion.

Mr. ANNAND: They are the pcople on the
land.

Mr. POLLOCKX : Not necessarily. Cene-
rally spealsin the public subscribe by race
meetings, by general subscriptions, and
cther means, so that my personal experience
only extends to hosptal committees.

The SECRETARY rOR RAILWAYS:
clected by the subsecribers.

Mr. Polloekd

Is it a board or a com-

about

They ars
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Mr. POLLOCK : They are clected by the
subseribers on the proxy system. We have
had quite a number of serious disputes in
Western Queonsland. In one instance in
fie Winton hespital there wus only one
doctor for many years, Ile was the hospital
doctor, and every time an operation wwas
negoisary  the person  concerned—if he or
she happened to be & poor persou—had to
send  acresi to Longreach for Dr. Michod
and bring him over by aeroplanc at a cost
of £84, or, if that could nol be managed,
the person had {o take pot luck. I advo-
cated encouraginz a new doctor who caue
there to remain in Winton so that the public
could have the opportunity of both mwodizal
raen corsulting In serious cases, and in order,
{00, that the hospital doctor would be able
to get, assistance when cperations had to
bo pertormed. We had quite a dispute about
that matier. The hosnitel committee, led
by Mr. Reade, took the extraordinary stand
that the s=cond doctor was not to be allowed
to stay in the town at all. Despite all that,
and despite the most extreme position
created by many men who were Nationalist
supporters on  the Winton hospital coin-
mittee, T never at any time made any recoms-
mendation o the Government that we should
flood that comuittee with Government repre-
entativ

! mETARY FOR Mixgs: That is a coun-
mittee. The Blinister is speaking about
beards. You are slightly mixed!

Mr. PCLLOCK : I am not slightly mixed.
I have a clear conception of what I am
talking about. I am sorry to say the Secre-
tary for Mines has not always the same
congception,

The SECRETARY FOR MINes: I know the
differenes between a committee and a board
—you don’t. (Laughter.)

Mr. POLLOCK: I have at least a faint
idea of the difference. We can take the
hon. gentleman’s statement in the same way
as we took his remarks about the Sleigh
agreemant,

The SECRETARY FOR DMINESR:
very sorely.

Mr. POLLOCK : Since that time we have
not taken the hon. gentleman very seriously:
and we do not intend to depart from that
attitude. I repeat that I have no experi-
enca of hospital boards:; but I do know that
men have been cast off committecs—ia prin-
viple to which I object——

Mr. KexNy: Not off boards.

Mr. POLLOCK: Simply because it was
suspected that they +were supporters of
Labour. The Labour Party would not stoop
to such a thing as that.

Mr. KexNy: They did worse,

Mr. POLLOCK: If a man is doing his
job satisfactorily as a member of a hospital
hoard or on any other board, is there any
justification for removing him because of
his political opinions? It 1z an extraordinary
principle to lay down in this Parliament
that it must be a question of ““spoils to the
victors ’—that a man must be waving a
Nationalist card outside a polling-booth
before he is entitled to be put on a hospital
committee.

Mr. MAXWELL:
flag in your time.

Mr. POLLOCK : Surely that is no% the
standard of intelligence we have reached in
ihis Assembly !

{Mr. Pollock.

You took them

He had to wave the red

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

The SpcreTsRY FOR RALWars: The hon.
member for Bowen openly advocated that.

Mr. POLLOCK: I do not cave what the
hon. member for Bowen advocated—he can
speak for himself. The principle of gazet-
ting men off a board becauss they do not
Lappen to agree with the Government poli-
tically is & votten one. It is ome
that no man can defend; and I
am surprised at the Ileme Sec-
refary cndeavouring to defend it. 1 do not
think anv defence can b~ sustained iu favour
of wnch a system.

The AvrorNey-GengraL: 1t is enly follow-
ing the law made by zou people.

Mr. POLLOCK : What law was mads by
the Labour Party providing that only men
of our political conviciions eould be on a
hospital” board? Did we ever lay that
o It is a surprise to me if it

[o p.an.]

cown as a law?
cver was laid down as a law.

The SECRETARY [0R Mives: You practised
it.

My, POLLOCK : Whatever may have been
done in connection with appointments fo
hospitals—vhether it be a commitice or a
board—it 1is practically the same thing.
They bhoth administer the affairs of the
hospital. Both committecs and boards have
« definite function to perform, and those
functions differ in very minute particulars
indeed. Whether it be z board controlling a
Lospital or a committee controlling a hospi-
izl doe: not make any difference to me.
Whatever may be the techaical distinction
DLetween a board and a committee, that is
the body that is running the hospital; and
it is news to me that a man should have to
belong to the same party as the Secretary
for Mines before he is ecligibls for appoint-
ment to a board such as that. Tt is a danger-
ous principle, and I hope that it will not be
persisted in, If it is, this party will have a
lot more to say about it

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango): I want to
say a few words in reply to the Leader and
Acting Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
These two hon. members have worked them-
sclves into a passion trying io make out a
case for the Opposition. It is unfortunate
ihat they should have to misconstrue the
statements made by the Minister in trying
to make out a case for the Opposition. Thoso
bon. members seam to be absolutely devoid
of argument. On many different occasions
the late Home Secretary definitely stated
that, when vacancies occurred, he would
appoint men who agreed with the policy
that he followed.

Mr. Porrock: When did he say that?

Mr. EDWARDS: The hon. gentleman of
whom 1 speak was straightforward. He did
not make any bones about it, nor did he
hide it. He stated on many occasions that
at all times he would appoint men who
agres] with his policy. The statcment made
by the Minister to-night had no reference to
political appointments, What he definitely
did say wa: that only men who believed in
the hospital policy of the Government—
which is a different thing altogether—would
be appointed. If a person did not believe
in the policy of the hospital, he could not
administer the hospital as efficiently as a
person who did believe in that pclicy. That
15 exactly what the Minister said to-night.
Yet the two hon. members opposite who
have just spoken tried to insinuate that the
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Home Secretary stated that they would be
Nationalist Party appointments. Ie never
made any such statement. What he said
was that he would appoint men who agreed
with the hospital policy laid down by the
present Government, which is right, fair,
and the proper thing to do.’

At 8.5 pm.,

My, MaxweLL (Zocony), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
masn in the chuir.

Mr. EDWARDS: The eocting Deputy
Leader of the Opporition showed that he

did not know the first thing sbout it. He
waited for sn interjection from this side
to learn the difference betwesn a hospital
commiittes and a hospital board. Before
that he did not know that a hospital com-
wzittee wes appoiaiad by the subscribers, with
whom the Government have nothing to do,
and that the Government could not put any
of them off the committee. He did not know
that in the cave of a hospital board the
Go ment had the right under the Act to
1201 te members.

r. Porrocx: If wou and 1 hed to pass
a test In knowledge in this Committes, I
think you would lose.

Mr. EDWARDS: I do not wonder at the
hon. membsr believing that. I think that
he believes that, if he had to pass a test
with any man in the Chamber, he would
win every time; but that does not make
him any more clever. It only shows that
he has to blow his own trumpet at all
times. The Minisier was justified in the
statement he made in regard to this ques-
tion. I think that a gentleman appointed
to a hospital board or any other concern
who believes in the policy laid down by the
Government making the appointment is the
right person to he appointed—it is not a
polifical appointment at all.

Ir. PoLLock : Why do you gazette Labour
mon off these boards?

Mr., EDWARDS: Because 1 suppose hon.
members opposite had gazetted them on, and
they did not know their jobs.

Mr, Kmmwix: That is another excuse.

Mr. EDWARDS: Hon. members opposite
would put their own supporters on the
boards, irrespective of whether they were
the proper persons to control the business of
the boards or not. It is unfortunate that
the Leader of the Opposition has made a
political question of this.

An OPPOSITIQI\.I MeMBER : Did not you try
to make a political question of appointments
to the boards?

Mr, EDWARDS: As the Home Secretary
said, we are doing the best we possibly can
in the interests of the whole of the people
of the State. This should not be a political
guestion. :

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy): I am more con-
cerned with the welfare of the hospitals
than with the question of whether the repre-
sentatives on the boards should be members
of ene party or the other. The hon. mem-
ber for Nanango insinuated that, because
members were nominated by the Labour
Party, they were not capable of carrying
on the job, There are three men in Towns-
ville with whom I have been connected in
hospital work, and those men are thoroughly
<apable and much appreciated by all grades
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of opinion in the Townsville area, and they
have carvied out their work very well
ndeed, The main issue is this: When we
were in power we did not gazette men off
the hospita]l boards and replace them with
people of cur own political opinion; bus,
when there was a vacaucy, we put members
representing the then Government poliey on
those boards. I think ihat the previous Go-
cernment failed very often in not putting
L.zbour men on the boards: when they should
have done so. 1 quite frankly say that,
if von want any policy cerried out, whether
Labour or anti-Labour, administration is one
of the inosi important things; and you want
Labour men there, if it is a Labour policy,
i order to have it carried out.

They have set up an example which, when
we sre returned three years hence, will bo
an excellent weapon for the Labour Parts.
The income tax regulation of the Treasurer
will furnish a  very useful precedent to
ihe Foderal Treasurer, ». Theodora. We in

Le pass Lave been handicapped owing to
the faet that we have had people who had
1ot shour outleck to cux out the

admi tion of ithe Labour policy. How
can you gei people to rarry out a policy
opposed o thelr owa in the mannper in which
it should be carried ouv? As to hospitals,
of course, fortunately the Government do
not appoint il the members of the hoards.
There is other representation, therefore we
can rest ussured that the welfare of the
patients in our hospitals will be well luoked
after, Irrespective of Government nomina-
tions or appointments, whatever they may be.

The Labour (overnment, it musi bo
admitted, did an enormous amount of good
=0 far as hospital administration and exten-
sions were concerned. I take it that the
present Grovernment will follow that pelicy,
and will not be Jax in their administration
or their care of those who need medical care
and surgical atlention; but there is one very
important consideration of which we too
often lose sight.  The Minister mentioned
it in reference to the insane of the State;
but it applies also to the sick. Too much
money is spent, and too much time is given
to the curing instead of the prevention of
disease. Of course. if we have sick people,
we must attend to them; but very little is
done for the prevention of sicknsss by the
restriction of the sale of food which does not
contain the correct amount of nutriment.
Very little is done in a proper way in
regard to the physical culture and othier
wmethods of byilding up healthy bodies in
our youngsters in the carly stages of develop-
ment, Fortunately, much has been done in
the Department of Public Instruction
recently on these lines, and I recommend
that it be extended, for by that means our
expenditure on curing will be very much less
in the future than it is to-day. Thase ques-
tions of correct food--unadultevated milk,
for example—are very important,

The Minister said that the question of
mental deficients had not been raised by
members of the Opposition when they were
on the other side of the Chamber. From the
very first day I came into this Assombly I
advocated the establishment of a proper
institution for sub-normal persons or persons
who were not fit for lunatic asylums or for
gaols. There are many persons in Qusens-
land—and we can only talk of Queensland—
who are in gaols when they should not be
there but in institutions for people who are
sub-normal. There are many others in

Mr. Bruce.]




1072 Supply.

lunatic asylums who should not be there. I
have advocated ever since I have been a
member of this Parliament, and I shall con-
tinue to advocate. the establishment of an
entirely separate institution for thiese people,
because, if people who are slightly un all
anced are put amongst the v1olenﬂj iusane,
the probabilities are that they will progress
in the same direction. Those who are
slightly insane will tend to come within the
criminal classification when tney should not.
With the XMinister. I know that such persons
have been sent to Dunwich, where they have
been a nuisancs to the old people and every-
body else. This being so, I think the greatest
effort should be made in the dircetion of
the establishment of an institution specially
for such persons.

During the last twelve months—I had neo
come into contact with the matter picnously
—I have had the opportunity of observing
the effect of indeterminate sentences on
prisoners. If my memory serves me rightly,
the Labour T art‘; were 1e=pon»1ble for estab-
lishing that system. Whether that is so or
not, I think it should be discontinued.

No more hideous terture could be inflicted
upon a criminal than an indeterminate sen-
tence. One can quite easily singl2 out the
indeterminaic sentence ian by his appear-
ance of loss of hope. He does not know v&hat
is going to happen or what his end will be.
When investigating the conditions in the

gaols during the past twelve months, they
h:we asked whether it would not be posmale
to be sentenced to a deﬁmte term of seven,
eight, nine, or ten years’ 1mprxsonment"
They prefer a definite sentence swhether it be
ten years, twelve years, or fifteen years. Any
definite sentence is prefcrabh, to an indeter-
mmate sentence. The indeterminate sentence
is applied not only to criminals of desperate
charscter, but perhaps to criminals who have
a long record say, of convictions for steanng
Their outlook is hopeless, I emphatically
suggest that a definite sentence should be
mﬂmted because the worst possible thing
that can be done is to remove their hope
entirely, a result which follows upon an
indeterminate sentence.

The Miuister has referred to the diffieult
problem of grappling with insanity in our
midst. There is no doubt, as he states, tha
the trouble is contributed to largely by the
ravages of venereal disease. People are
prone to discuss this matter in hushed tones,
and no encouragement is given to discuss tie
matter frankly and openly. While the pelicy
of hush is pursued in grappling with this
dxsease _it is possible that the purest and best
people in the country may become 1n£ecfed
with this dreaded discase. No attempt is
made to examine, check, and regulate, with
a view to eliminating this disease. To sonie
extent the disease is regulated so far as it
applies to those who follow the occupation of
prestitution, and perhaps to a lesser e ttent in
the case of pri~onels but no strict examina-
tien or regulation is applied to the general
public with a view to preventing the spread
of the disease. The result is that the dlseaxe
spreads to such an extent that it is impos-
sible to estimate the extont of its ravages,
Imamtv is contributed to also by the exces-
sive use of drugs, the excessive use of alcohol,
and in many other directions. All these fa.c.
tors are aiding in the direction of filling our
insane asylums, and any Government, irre-
snective of its political opinions, that
endeavours to do something in the direction

[Mr. Bruce.
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of protecting the people along these lines will
be doing a sorvice to the community as a
whole, and will earn the respect and grati-
tude of those who understand these social
problems.

Mz, ANNAND (Toowoomba): 1 have boen
deeply interested in this debate concerning

hospitals, more particularly because I have
been associated with hospitals for many many
vears. I was particularly intercsted to hear
the hon. memb(r for Gregorv endeavour to
explain that there was no difference between
a hospital board and a hospital committee.

Mr. Porrocx: I said that they Doth con-
trolled these iustitutions.

Mr. ANNAND : I am very plezsed to know
that the hon. member lives in a district where
the hospital is supported by voluntary con-

tributions. I congratulate the people of that
district,
Mr. Porrock: TFor Gods sake, don’t

patronise me.

Mr. ANNAND : I do congratulate the hon.
member. When he was speaking I made a
note that perhaps the committee there was
elected by voluntary contributors. Very
many of the supporters may not voluntarily
subscribe to that hospital, and therefore
would not have a vote. They may subscribe
individually. I am not in any way reflecting
upon their generosity, because I know that
shearers and men who work on stations are
very liberal in their support of race meetings
in aid of hospitals, and I know that they
support these institutions very well indeed.

Mr. Poriock: They often give more in
proportion to their «capacity than the
employers.

Mr. ANNAND: They do give more than
other people, but very often they have no-
voice in the election of the committes
because they are not direct subscribers.

Mr. Porrock: Ch yes, they have.

Mr. ANNAND : I maintain they have not;
and I know what I am talking about, as I
was chairman of a Toowoomba hospital
committee for a number of vears., The hospi-
t2l committee was elected by direct sub-
scribers. I want the hon. member for
Gregory to know that, and at the same time
to know that I am not deprecating the
excellent work they do in contributing to
hospitals,

Mr. Porrock: They have their repre-
sontatives. What is the use of telling me
they have not, when they have?

Mr. ANNAND: The subscribers elect the
representatives. They have their wunion
reprosentatives, of course. As the hon. mem-
ber for Gregory may know, a hospital beard
is made up by subscribers’ representatives,
leeal authority representatives, and Govern-
ment representatives; but the point I want
to make—and T could not allow the oppor-
tunity to pass without referring to the board
in the town I have the honour to represent—
is this: 1 have taken exception for many
vears to a Government servant being the
Government representative. I do not
believe that is right. The chairman of the-
ho<mta1 board in Toowoomba at the present
time is a Government servant, who has been
identified with the Labour movement for
many years, and is their campaign director.

M. Cosvrirno: And this Government never
removed him,
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Mr. ANNAND : He is a prominent official
of the Labour movement.

Mr. STOPFORD :
man.

Mr. ANNAND: 1le is a very good msn
and an excellent chairman; hut I want to
remind hon. members opposite of the fact
that at a recent valedictory social in
Toowoombu this gentleman asked the people
not to lose heari—that the present Govern-
ment were in office for three vears only, and
at the expivation of that period the other
party would come back triumphant. I ask:
Does that gentleman represent the views of
this Government? 'That is the crux of the
whole mafter; and the Homne Secretary
spoke a goud deal of commonsense when he
maintained that men with particular poli-
tical lesnings do not represent the views of
this Government,

Mr, Sroerorp: He represents the institu-
tion,

Mr, ANNAND: On cvery possible occasion
I am going to ask that the seats of thess
men be vacated, and that representatives of
this Government take their plices on hospi-
tal boards.

Mr. StoproRD : And you expect those people
to buy your dranery! '

Mr. HANLON (Ithace): I have heard
some pecullar statements in my life, but I do
not consider that I have ever heard a Minis-
ter propound such a dangerous doctrins as
that enunciated by the Home Secretary
when he said that it was tha intention of
the Goverument to replace the members of
hospital committees appointed by the late
Government with representatives of his Go-
vernment.

The SgcrETARY FOR RALways:
misquoting him.

Mr. HANLON: I know what the hon.
gertleman said, and 1 will net al'ow auy
irresponsible interjector to put me off. The
Home Scncretary said that the Government
were going to appoint to the hospital boards
men who were believers in thair policv; and
he turned round and pointed to the party
s'tting behind him. If that doss not .aecan
that the Government believe in the appoint-
mert of their supporters to positions on such
bodics as hospital boards, then I do not
know what it does mean. The question is,
Where is this policy to stop? 1Is 't the
intertion of the hon. gentleman to dismiss
every head of a Government department
a d every cfficial who is not » supporter of
hi= politieal pzrty? If this doctrine 1s per-
sisted in, it will mean that every time there
is a chonge of Government ia this Siate
every hecad of a department, everv public
servant, every official, who is svspect:d of
polit'eal leanings towards the nreceding Go-
vor ment will be dismissed. The hen. mem-
bor for Toowoumba put it eve: more plai-ly
than the Minister when he pointed out that
thev h~d as chairman of the Toowoonba
Hospital Board a man whn, to qu-t» his
cw  words was a gocd chairmar, but whom
because of a stotemeat mode ot o val dic-
torv sorial—and we can quite urderstand
that is was nct composed of supporters of
hoa. —cembers opposite. but wes evidently
a s~cizl tendered to some membker of this
party at the conc'usion of an election ¢ m-
pairn —he vould endeavour to hsv thrown
out of his joh, notwithst nding the fact that
he wrs a pood chairman.

1929—3 w

He is an excellent chair-

You are
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My, Storsorp: Why should Labourites
buy his drapery?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
T viould remind the hon. member for Mount
Morgan thet he must obey my call to order.

Mr. HANLON : The hon. member for Too-
woomba said quite voluntarily that the
chairman of the Toowoomba Hospital Board
was an cxcellent chairman, but, because he
had Labour political leanings, the hon. mem-
ber was gomg to endeavour to have him
gazetted out of his job, and to have some-
one with Nationalist leanings put in his
place. Perhaps this would not be so dan-
gerous if it could be confined to hospital
boards; but there is no saying where that
doctrine would stop. 1t is a very common
remark made by people who are unthinking
that it served the Labour Party quite right
when they were in power because they had
that Tory So-and-So at the head of some
department or other. This is only going to
encourage the feeling that Governments
raust appoint followers of their own political
faith when making any appointment. You
catnot have that sort of thing in regard
to hospital boesrds and not have the same
thing in other directions. I understood that
the Government rcpresentative on any insbi-
tution represented the Government as the
executive body of this Parliament. A Go-
vernment rcpresentative, to my mind, never
meant a represent-tive of the pol.tical party
who were attached to the Government.
There it no member of this Committee who
represents people of one political faith only.
Ve rcpresent people of all political faiths.
In my own clectorate, whether they have
voted for me or not, I represert the people
whs  have politcal ideals and political
opinions quite different from those of the
two partics in this Committee. To suggest
that a4 Governmcnt representative on any
koara misst nocessarily be a political repre-
scntetive of the party cf which the Govern-
ment (o s'sts is the most barefaced declara-
tion ! have heard in th,s Committes. I hope
the hou. gentleman will not pursue that line
of political appointment, because it is going
to snread bevond ko pital boards—it is going
right irto the public scrvice.

The HOXE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
Peterzon, Xormanby): I am amused listering
to the continued protests of hon. members
opposite agninit what wie have dene. 1 have
already proved how, during the 'ast s'x
or zeven years, in all nominat ons ¢f Govern-
ment representatives on hospital boards, the
then Government s lected only supporters of
their own party as representstives on those
bo=rds. and thst in many cazes they were
selected by Australian Labour Party meet-
irgs. 1 wouild refer bon. members to the
Hospitals A-t, from whch th v con «a for
thomsolves that the Government—rot the
Oppesit'on—ha~e responsibil'ty.  We are
respoznsible for 6) per cort. of hosnital de”eits,
and we hrve to ses thet, so far as finance
is corcerned we have m-n represerting us
from vhom we can cxprct a fair deal The
statarrer t pinde by the hon. member for
Too=co s wth referrnce to the chairman
of the Toownonba Hospit*] Beard. who
stated thet th's party would only be in
office for three yerrs, is most illiminating.
Whet do2s that me»n? Tf it meons any-
th*'pgr, it mesns that the Coverrment are not
co'ng to find thet Gnvernment rcpresenta-
tive doirg ~~vthing that will “nha eo their
pozition. Section 9 of the Hospitals Adt

fon, J."C. Peterson.]
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provides that the contributors shall elect throe
members, and that the local authority shall
eleet three members. The local authority
concerned can elect whom it likes to repre-
sent it, Its representatives need not be
members of the local authority; it can
appoint people from outside. The contri-
butors—and in many cases they are unions,
as, for example, the Australian Workers’
Union, the Australian Railways Union, ete.
—have direct representation on the score of
being in the contributors’ category. Then
the Governor in Counecil has the power to
appoint three members. What is the duty
of these three members? What
{8.30 p.m.] are they there for? They do not
go there to represent themselves,

Some hon. members seem to think that it
i3 the duty of the Government to put certain
men on hospital boards, and that, once they
get there, they represent themselves. These
representatives appointed by the Government
-are supposed to represent the Government
policy and fo carry out instructions from the
Home Department on any critical issue.
"Why are they Government representatives?
Teo carry out the instructions of the depart-
rment concerned. The Government have to
find 60 per cent. of the deficit incurred in
running these hospitals.

_Seeing that the Government are respon-
sible for that vast amount of money, we must
have men representing the Government who
are in accord with the policy of the party
under the Hospitals Act. In this way they
will see to it that the money is not wasted,
and they will sec ‘to it that it will go as
far as money can go.
. Mr. HaswoN: Any honest man would
represent the Government fairly, irrespective
of policy.

The HOME SECRETARY: As I stated
at the outset, certain 'members who were
appointed by hon. niembers opposite have
voluntarily resigned. In their letters they
stated that they were not in accord with
the Government’s policy. That was a manly
action to take, and I sincerely trust that
every nominee of the present- Government
who is appointed to a hospital board will,
in common decency, get out if the present
(rovernment are defeated, so that the new
‘Government can appoint their own members
on the hospital boards. There is a Govern-
ment policy in connection with hespitals. I
15 all moonshine to say that this Government
has no policy in connection with hospitals.
For years past men on the land have been
ground down by hospital taxes. In my own
district quite a number of councils’ hawve
been rendered almost bankrupt, and, in ord er
to prevent any waste of money in all
those hospitals that have been badly admin is-
tered in the past, it is essential that men
of integrity and of the greatest capacity
be placed on those boards to safeguard the
funds of the State. I make no bones in
subscribing to that doctrine. After all, they
are there to conserve the funds of the State,

Mr. Duxror: Why should Mr. Kelly be
removed from the Rockhampton Hospital
Board ?

The HOME SECRETARY : I am not going
to apologise to the hon, member on accou nt
of Mr. Kelly. The hon. member for Rock-
hampton sits up on the back bench, byat,
so far as representatives of this Govern-
ment are concerned, we take the
sibility.

Mr. Duxscor: I am proud to be here.

FHon. J. . Peterson.
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The HOME SECRETARY: I am not
going to worry any more about this matter.
All we are concerned about is to see that
the wvery best is secared as far as hospital
boards are concerned, and that people should
be appointed who are in favour of obtaining
the greatest possible results with the money
available,

Mr. Duxtor: You tell that to the Rock-
hampton elector:.

The HOME SECRETARY: I have been
up to Rockhampton several times since this
matter occurred, and only two people have
spoken to me about this vast question—two
friends of iho hon. member, who had been
‘" oiled up ”’ in regard to the whole question.
This national question of Mr. Kelly is never
heard of in Rockhampton. All I can say
is that the hon. member would be better
engaged in doing some more serviceable
work for his constituency than bothering
about that matter.

Mr. Doxror: Yoeu wait until the hospitals
vote comes on, and I will expose your action.
You will see who is right and who is wrong.

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not care
what the hon. member attempts to expose.
I quite agree with hon. members opposite
that, on broad general lines, there should
not be political appointments. It is unfair
in a general sense; but when it comes to a
question where the divect policy of the Go-
vernment is in conflict with the opinions of
the board member concerned, the case is
not parallel with that of the public service.
There is much at stake in this matter, and
the Labour Party has established a pre-
cedent. In every case except in Brisbane
the Labour Party debarred any political
supporter of the Government policy from
being on a hospital board. If that is fair,
then I cannot understand what fairness
means. :

The hon. member for Kennedy brought up
the question of indeterminate sentences.
have already replied to the Leader of the
Opposition on that matter, and will not take
up the time of the Committee further than
to say that I quite agree with the remarks
of the hon. member. As he pointed out,
prisoners who are sentenced for life must
naturally get broken-spirited, and something
should be done to give a ray of hope to
these men. The Cabinet have already deter-
mined that each case is to be treated on its
merits. and a definite sentence fixed. I think
it will be admitted that that is a fair proposi-
tion. Naturally you could not fix deter-
minate sentences for all prisoners. Each
case has to be treated on its merits, and I
quite concur with the opinion of hon. mem-
bers on the subject.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): I understand
that, in spite of the protest of the Opposition,
the hon. member for Toowocomba and the
Home Secretary still persist in saying that
on hospital boards the politics of the indi-
vidual only are to count.

My, AxNanD: No.

Mr. POLLOCK : The welfare of the insti-
tution is to be a sccondary consideration.

GOVERNMENT MEMBEES: No,

Mr. POLLOCK: That must be the mean-
ing one must attach to such a policy as this.
The Homce Secretary says that these men

were appointed to administer- a scheme
fathered by Labour, and that, therefore,
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these men can be expected lo give loyal
support to that policy. One would assume
from that that. when these men were
gazetted off the board, and Nationalist sup-
porters gazetied on, thrv would be there for
the purpose of advnmlsteunw a scheme intro-
duced by the Nationalist Covernment. But
the plosent Government have not any
hospital scheme-—they have never had one,
For years hon. members opposlte complamed
about the Labour Party’s ¢ districting” of
hospitals. The Government have argued
azainst the districting of hospitals, and have
zourrht number of elections on that issuc.
Thoy ha\e promised they would amend the
Act. They have told the people that this
scheme it unsuitable. and that they would
intrcduce & better scheme. But this session
is drawing to a close

(GGOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Not at all.

Mr, POLLOCK: I do not care personally
how long it lasts, but I think it is drawing
to its closc. There was a rush to put an
Appropriation Bill through all its stages in
one day, and I have a good idea what that
means. But there is no indication in the
Governor’s Speech of a measure to amend
the Hospitals Act to give us this Nationalist
scheme which hon. members opposite
promized. They have not got a scheme, and
they are going to appoint a commission to
think out a scheme for them.

Myr. StorFORD: From outside the State.

Mr. POLLOCK : As the hon. member for
Mount Morgan interjects, the members of
that committee will probably come from out-
side the ftate. How can they say that these
men whom they ave appomtmrr are going to
administer theu‘ Act? They will be adminis-
tering the Labour Party’s Act, and, while
that Aet is In existence, the present members
of the boards should continue in offce. If the
Home Se¢retary desires to have a different
method of dealing with hospitals—a new
system of maintenance—then let him remodel
the whole poliecy and vput in his nominees.
This system of boycott under the existing
wystem is something to which no hon., member
can lend his support. If we are to have the
principle of boycot: instituted here, as
suggested by the hon. member for Too-
woomba, I suggest to him that {he same
principle might well be applied by Labour
supporters in Toowcomba to his business with
very disastrous results to him. Mr. MecInnes
is the man who is talked about as being the
Government representative there. He is a
most capable man, and has given excellent
service to that hospital. T believe that the
Premxer is putting his foot on a scheme to

““ shanghai i him oub of the service,

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
Peterson, Yormanby): I rise to a point of
order. That statement is absolutely untrue.

The TEMPORARY (CHAIRMAN: The
Home Secretary has denied the statement
that the hon. member has made. He has said
that it is untrue, and T ask the hon. member
for Gregory to accept the hon. gentleman’s
statement.

Mr, POLLOCK : I accept his denial. If
you do not believe a man, you must, never-
theless, accept his denial. For instance, if T
saw the Home Secretary climbing out of that
window \\1thout any seat in his pants, and
T said so, and he denied it. T would have to
accept bis denial beeause it was parliamen-
tary, but you could not make me believe that
he had a seat in his pants.

[22 OcromERr.]
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The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
the hon. member to accept
direct!y the statemnent of the hon. gentleman.

Mr. POLLOCK : I have already done so,
Mr. Maxwell. My, McInnes is respested bv
everr section of the community in Too-
woomba. Evervbody knows his politics—he
has never made anx socret of them—but once
hon. members oppox]to start to boycott those
who do not believe in their politics we might
be tempted to take a hand, and that would
not be for the good of the commumty We
do not want that, and we do not want the
principle to be 1nnoducod into our hospitals.
I sincerely hape the Treasurcr will take a
hand in the debate, and tell us what he
lknows,

M. IIYNES ('qu nsville) : Seeing that to
some extent I was the cause of this dlscussmn,
perhaps 1 should have something to say
1ega1dln0 the reply of the Minister., The
facts in respect of the Townsville matter are
these : Mr. Frank Byrne, who was a Govern-
ment servant, was, on my recommendation,
appointed to the hosmtal board. It was an
excellent appointment, as was proved by the
fact that, after he had sat on the board for
some time, the board, on which there was a
majority of rrontlemcn who did not subseribe
to Labour ")oln‘m thought sufficient of him
to elect hlm chairman. Mr. Garbutt, the man
whom I defeated for Townsville, made it his
boast at election time that Mr. Byrne would
be taken off the board. It is rather singular
that Mr. Byrne iwas specially selected for
namttal off that board. Two other men were
also gazetted off the board, one of whom was
recommended by the hon. ‘member for Mun-
dingburra, and the other by the hon. member
for Kermedv Those men also gave excellent
service to the board—there is no question
about that—and I think that the Townsville
pCOpI(‘ appreciated it. The people served by
the Townsville hospitals—the electors in a
portion of Kennedy, the whole of Munding-
burra, and the whole of Townsville—at the
last election cast a big vote in favour of this
party, and the threc Labour candidates were
successful, showmg that the people there were
satisfied with the Labour policy of hospital
administration. Yet Mr. Garbutt’s boast was
put into offect immediately, and I think that
Mr. Byrne and his two colleagues were three
of the first to be gazetted off a board in
Queensland.  We do not stand for that. If
there is going to be a heresy hunt after
cvery election, what will the position develop

into? It will not bs only the members
of hospital boards, but also departmental
heads, who will be affected; and we zhall

kave the same thing pe'ﬁpetrated here as
in America. We shall have Tammany
government before very long if the example
set by the FHome Secrctary is carried into
effect. It is a matter that should cause great
concern to cvery right-thinking citizen of this
country.

The SECRETARY FOor MiNES: It operated dur-
ing the period of fourteen years ‘that Labour

vas in office.

\Il‘ HYNES: We had democratic Govern-
ment for. fourteen years. Hon. members
opposite cannot poini to one single instance
where men who were placed on hospital
commitiees by the Denham Government or
pust Tory Governments were gazetted out
of those positions by the Labour Government
when they assumed control of office. The
Secretary for Mines and other hon. members
opposite have stated thai the Labour Go-

Mr. Hynes.]
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vernment had no opportunity of so doine
because there were no hospital boards then in
existence; but there were hospital commit-
tees 1w existence. I was a member of &
hospital committce during the reign of Tory
Govermnent;r prior to 1918, and the law ag
that time provided that the committee should
kn comprised of subscribers’ reprosentatives
with on: to three Government representa-
fives, so that, when Lsbour came into office
in 1815, there werc upon almost evary hospi-
tal _committee in the State people who sub-
scribed to Tory political thought repressnting
the Labour Government on those hospi%ﬁ
committees. There is not a single instance
or record where the TLakour Government
gazetted those representatives off the com-
militees,

Mr., FOLEY (Leichhardt): 1 view with
alarm the statements made to-night by the
Home Secretary and the hon. member for
Toowocinba that the Government intend to
elect to hospital boards representatives who
will carry cat the polisy of the Government,
In listening to the debate the thought struck
me that cven the Fome Seeretary does not
seem to realise that he is citablishing o
dangerous precedent. First of all, we have
in existence at the present time the Hospitals
Act introduced by the Labour Government
under which Government representatives on
boards were rccommended by members of

that Governmept. Yet no consideration
yv‘hafte_vw:r‘was given to the politics of those
individuals. They wer: appoint=d purely

on the recomniendation of the members repre-
senting the varicas districts, and were recom-
mended as the men most suitable to carry
out the administration of the Act. As mom.-
ber tor my district, I have been requested
from tiie to time by the Flome Department
to recommend certa’n perions as Govern-
ment nomineex on hospital committess in
my district. I did not take the stand that
because I was given that privilege, I should
recommend a Labour representative although
I knew he would be incapable nf carrying
out the work. I simply handed in the
names of persons who [ considered would
be  capable administrators if they were
gazetted by the Government. I want to
emphasise the point thut the Home Secre.
tary Las already taken action to remove
from hospital boards Government nominees
who carried out their work faithfully and
well in administering the present Hospitals
Act, althouzh the present Government have
no bhospital policy whatever. They have
acted prematurely against the nominees
appointed by the past Government, and have
azted in the fare of the fact that they have
no hospital policy whatever. They have
given expression to certain views in theip
policy srecch and o1 th» hustings from
time to time; but all that they have done of
a tangihle nature is to promise the appoint.
ment of a Royal Commission to inquire
into hosnital mattrrs generully, the report
of which commission will serve as a suide
in th» formulation of a hospital policy. Tt
woild have been at least a matter of cour-
tesy to the late Government and to +the
members of the hospital boards if the Howne
Secrrtary had permitted matters to stand
until the present Hospitals Act wes amended
in accordance with whatever might be the
policy of the Government.

The question arises, and will arise when the
Hospltﬂlls Act isamended in accordance” with
the policy of the Government, whether any
Government representative or any member

[Mr. Hynes.

[ABSEMBLY.]

Supply.

of a committee who does not administer the
hospital in accordance with the Act laid
down for his guidance will be automaticaily
removed, no matter whether he be Labour
or anti-Labour. That is the viewpoint which
should be taken by the new Administration.
If the (Government are taking up the atti-
tude that they are =ppointing representatives
to these committees just becaus= they happen
to be Nationalist supporters; where is the
system going to stop? What about other
bhoards, cuch as the Wheat Board, where
every opportunity offers for the Grovernmentg
to appornt representatives to administer
their poliey? If it is right to appoint to
hospital boards as Government representa-
tives rien whose views are in accord with
the views of the party in power, then the
principle must be right with respect to other
bodies. One can only infer from the action
of the Jovernment in connection with hospi-
tal boards that it is only a matter of time
before the principle will apply generally.
No such vindictive action was taken by the
late Government. In Rockhampton recently
a school teacher who was prominently identi-
fied with ihe Labour movement suddenly
received notice of transfer to a remote por-
tion of the State where he would be no
hindrance to the Giovernment. If that is to
be the policy of the Goverrment, it will not
be long Lofore American Tammany methods
will be introduced in this State.

The Howme SporerTaRY: You ““sacked”
political opponents.
Mr. FOLEY: It is mnot a question of

whether we ““sacked” anyone. We have
had a fair teste in the Rockhampton district
already of the policy of the (Government,
where this school teacher, who acted as
campaign director for the Labour Party
there, =was transferred on the eve of the
Federal election. We can only infor that it
is only a question of time before such a
polier will apply to every Government de-
partment, and that any Government official
known to be a member of the Australian
Labour Party or to be prominent in the
Labour movement will receive similar vindic-
tive treatmert to that shown by the Govern-
ment in vegard to hospital matters. I sadly
deplore the sistement made by the Home
Secretary, snd I hope that the other mem-
kers of the Government will not endorse the
attitude taken up by the hon. gentleman.

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane): Some -hon.
mer:bers have expressed surprise at the
policy enunciated by the Home Secretary

and strougly supported by the hon. member
for Toowoomba, and which the hon. mem-
ber for Nanango endeavoured to explain
away; but, knowing the party occupying the
Treasury benches as 1 do, I am not at all
surprised.

The HoMe SrcreTaRY: I have not put you
off the * Golden Casket’ yet. (L.aughter.)

Mr. KIRWAN : That is so: but the chair-
man of the Teowoomnba Hospital Board and
myself are about the only two exceptions.
As the hon. gentleman has mentioned the
matter, it is hardly necessary for me to
remind hon. members that I am chairman
of the “ Golden Casket” committee. It is
a'so  true that. when the Government
assumed office, and before the Home Socre-
torv had hardly time to warm his chair,
I waited on him, because I thoucht the Go-
vernment might have a different policy in
reeard to the ¢ Casket,” and I, therefore,
offered to tender my resignation. The hon.
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gentleman said he would much prefer if I
continued to act. I then gave him the
assurance thai, if the Government at any
time desired me to vacate office, and would
do me the coartesy of mentioning the matter
1o me, I would resign. I quite realise that, if
the hon. gentleman attempted to discuss the
question of policy with me in relation to the
conduct of the ‘“Casket,” he would find me
a trifle awkward. T want to say that in fair-
138 to the hon. gentleman. So far I am still
chairmsn of the “ Golden Casket” com-
mittes, and so far nothing has gone rong.

The SicmreTary ¥or Pusnic Laxps: ~You
will be over here yet! (Laughter.)

Mr. KIRWAN: It is said that the age of
miracles it not yet past; but I do not think
there is any possibility of that particular
miracl happening.

Mr. W. Foreax SaitH: It would be a
calamity !
Mr. KIRWAN: T have bren asscciated

with this movement for a lifetime, and I
trust to continue that association till the
breath lesves my body. (Government laugh-
ter.) I am not ashamed of my association
with the movement; and, while I claim
credit for honest convictions, 1 am prepared
to admit that there are hon. members on
that side of the Committee who are just as
honestly attached to the views they hold as
1 am to mine. Theve is as much possibility
of those hon. gentlemen joining this party
a3 thera is of mv joining theirs. I sce the
Treasurer smiling.

The TressURER: We have been together at
Canberra. (Laughter.)

Mr. KIRWAN: That is the only place
4t which w« are likely to be together. The
position in connestion with the policy enun-
ciated Ov the Home Secretary is perfectly
clear, The hon. gentleman definitely said
that it is the policy of his Government to
remove Labour nominees and representatives
of this political party from hospital boards.
An attempt has been made to sidetrack the
issue by pointing out that the previous Go-
vernment had nominated only Labour sup-
porters to a large number of the boards in
Queensland  That is possibly true; but hon.
members opposite cannot quote any instance
where any supporter of a previous Govern-
ment was gazetted out of office.

The Howe SrcReETARY: There
hospital boards in those days.

Mr. KIRWAN: But there were harbour
boards, fire brigade boards, pest boards, ete.,
all of which had Governmment representatives,
Take, for example, ths Metropolitan Fire
Brigade Board.  Xr. Muckay, an officer of
the Home Departinent, and myself vwere the
Government representatives on that board for
quite a number of vesys, Tt was my good
fortune to bs elected to the Cabinet, and,
naturally, following on that, T had to resign.
The hon. member for Enoggera is now the
Governzrent representative on the hoard. It
is oue of those positions that are entively
honorary, and where excellent serviee has
beeu rendered to the citizens of Brisbane by
all sections on that beard.

The Houe Seczersry: Do you know of
any Labour men who have bren put off the
Brisbane Hospital Board?

Mr, KIRWAXN : I do not know that there
have been any vacancies. What about the
ex-member for Kelvin Grove?

The Houe Scrrrary: e resigned.

were no
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The TrEasvmEr: I think you know of an
ex-Labour man who was put off as a fire
brigade board representative.

Mr. KIRWAN: Yes; and I take advan-
tage of this opportunity to say that, if the
hon., gentlemen occupying the Treasury
benches to-day were as broadminded and
big-hearted as the members of the Fire
Brigade Board, they might have sometliing
for which they could claim credit.

During the whole period that Major
Carter, Mr. Purkiss, Mr. \Vlckh.am, and
Mr. Denmead, represemting the insurance

eompaidies, were on that board, the work was
carried out in the most harmonious and
capable manner, aud no mention
[@ p.m.] of politics was made. The hon.
) membsr mentionsd Mr. Wright's
appointment. When Major Carter, who was
chairman, tourcd the continents of Europe
and Amecrica, that board, which had not a
solitary Lobowr man on it, paid me the
compliment of makine me chairman, If
we had gentlemen siiting on the front Trea-
sury bench as broadminded o= those men,
we would not be discussing this question
to-night. The attitude of that beoard was
entirely different from the »ttituds which
the Treasuver followed in the 1912 strike.
The hon. member for Ithaca and myself,
were it not out of order, could toll this
Committee what attitude was adopted by
the hon. gentleman’s Cabinet at that time.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

3Ir, KIRWAN : I would not be addressing
myself to this vote if it had not been for the
action of the hon. gentleman’s Cabinet in
1912; neither would the hon. member for
Ithaca be here. We would probably be in
the railway service somewhere in Quecensland.

Dealing with the question raised by the
Home Seerctary, I think the attitude talken
up by the Government should be clesrly
understood. It is not a question of appoint-
ing new members to hospital boards where
vacancies oceur; it is a question of remov-

ing men from the hospital boards and
appointing cthers in their places. I do not
know of any request made for these

removals either by municipal councils or
any body of responsible citizers. I do not
know that there has been any criticism in
the public press in the towns where removals
have talken place calling attention to the
oxtravagant methods of these boards or the
lack of careful and proper administration
either from the financial point of view or
from the point of view of making the neces-
sary provision for the sick. Thess men have
been giving sztisfaction even though they
may hold political views opposed to hon.
members opposite. I could quite undersiand
the position of the ¥lome Secretary if he
came down with a new FHospitals Act in
which drasiic changes were made in regard
to hgspital management, and the hon, gentle-
man wanted to sce his new system given a
fair trinl. e wculd then ssy, ““In every
instance thepe must bo a new board elected
under the new conditions.” If ths hon.
gentleman asked for that, I do not know
that there could be any great objection; but
in the present instarce these men have been
removed although there has bean no public
dem=nd for their removal. It is rather
strange that the chairman of the Toowoomba
hospital board has heen allowed to hold his
job. There was a rumour abroad that he
was to be shifted, but some prominent
Nationalists up there objected, and he was

Mr. Kirwan.}
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not removed. So long as he was able to do
the job, they were going to see that he was
kept there, because, if he were put out, they
would possibly have to pay more rates to
make up the loss, Is this principle going
to apply to harbour boards?

The SrcrETARY FOR Mixes: There are no
Government representatives on  harbour
boards.

My, KIRWA Arc ithere no Government

representatives on harbour beards?

The SecrReTArRY ror Mives: No.
Mr, KIRWAX: The Treasurce will not
0.7 He sits there silent, With that

sble disposition of his, he is not pre-
to put his colleague in an untenable
I want to know from the Treasuver
going to carry oub this policy in
with Iarhour boavds. I want
sw from the Iome Servetavy if he is
going o apply it to the fire brigade boards
of ti all the Labour nominees

of the Stat i
or: the different fire brigade boards going to

pared
position,
if he is
connection

be removed : week and  Nationalist-
appeinted in th stead 7 1 wunt to know
whout the technical colleges and grammar

schools.  Why is it that this essential point
of Gowernment policy is only going to be
applied to the hospitals? If the policy is
wise and sound and can be pubhcly defended,
let the Government carry it out In its
entirety, Let them p all the Lstour
nominees off the various Government boards
and iastituticns, and put their own nominces
ore them. That would be showing some bold-
ness in carrying out their policy. Why do
they icave it to the Home Secretary to carry
out the policy in his department, while the
Treasurer is not touching it, evea with the
proverbial 40-foot pole, and other Ministews
are adopiing the same attitude?

There is just one other matter I want to
refer to—the question of the mosquito cam-
paign.  When the Greater Brisbane area
was proclaimed and the new council camie
into operation, it was generally believed that
some conucerted and well-organised attempt
would be made to get rid of the mosquitoes
in this city. I believe that something like
£20,000 or £25,000 hes been spont in attempt-
ing to exterminate mosquitoes. A promineist
membsr of the City Council, Alderman
Oxlade, madn a statement last year in the
council that thbe mo-quitoes were worse in
Brisbane and suburbs to-day than ever in iis
previous  history. We  remember what
happened last year—I do not know whether
they were bad in the district whers you live,
Mr. Maxwell, but I know that around Clay-
field you could not read a newspaper or a
book at night unless you had some chemical
on the table to keep them away.

The SECRFTARY ¥oR Minis: They would
lift you out of Led at Ascot.

Mr. KIRWAN: It would be difficult to
Iift the Minister or mvself out, but thex
might get ith the Home Secretary.
The attitude I took up in regavd +o the
rat-gang campaien when I was Assistant
Minister in the Heme Department was that
is is no use doing a thing piecemeal. So
in cceunection with the mosquito campaign—
some well-organised attempt will have to
be made not only by the local authoriti
concerned but by every houscholder. If 3
go down the Sandgate road in a car, oz
will notice on both sides of the road before
you come to the Toombul overbridgs
cutting called Schultz’s canal.

A GOVERNMENT MRMRER: “° Schultz’s Folly.”>

[Mr. Kirwan,
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Mr. KIRWAN: That particular place is
ncthing but a series of swamps and water-
holes.  The people in Nundah reccived
notices from the (lity Council involving
them in the payment of 1Bs. or £1 towards
ihe cost of thé work, yet, after that has
beaen done, the (itv Council has a mosquito-
breeding ground in that particular swamp
for not only the whole of Nundsh but for
the whole ¢f Brishane. What is the good of
the council insisting on householders doing
their part in the iness if they arc going
to have swam 3 thess mosquitoes
by the million

The Tressverr: The mosquitors have not
¢ succceded in thinning you.

RYWAN: The rcason they do net
is hecwrre I kave jwen seventean
tical life, and, like my friend
sarer, who has been here a shade
longer than that, we are not s.oft enough for
(he mesguitoes o tackle, Possibly they w culd
La more inclined to tackle the Atiorney-
Ciencral or the Secreiary for Mines, who ar
pretty soft so far., and offer more induce-
ment,

The hon. member for Kennedy referred to
2 matter which had been discussed “on
several ocoasions on  this vote—that of
venoreal discase. Although it is a matter
that s discussed frequently—it is debabed
at various medical conferences and all ]Go~
vernments have c¢onsidersd it—there <oes
not secni to be any real attempt to grapple
vith the cvil, The previous Government
passed legislation which perhaps to & certain
extent has been responsible for stemming the
tide. There was need for it. 1 remember
;ding an addr delivered four or five
& ago by Dr. Barrett, of Melbourne,
who I belicve is one of the leading medical
practitioncrs in Auctralia, in which he said
that ¢n» in every ten persons was affected
by this awful plague. It makes one shudder
6 think thst that is the state of the nation.
There is to be found in our library a book
by an English dector DELDlOd.RG'Id, a_nd any-
ndy who wants to get an insight into the
2 discase during the war

the

ravages of venereal d
<hould read it. No deubt the hon, member
for Merthyr is familiar with it This

authority shows that at one time in England,
such was the tremendous wastage caused. by
the spread of that disease in the war period,
erough men were in the hospitals to have
brought decisive vietory for the Allies in a
very brief period if they could have been
l)ut‘ into the field. T think that we are
more fortunate in this State than in other
portions of the Commonwealth; vet the posi-
tion here demands the consideration of each
and every one of us, As to whal measures
must ultimately be adopted I ani not mm a
position to sar. I prefer to leave that to
medical men. who are more competent to
judge, and still more competent to advise as
to remedial measures; but whatever measuies
are adopted, they will have to be of the mosi
drastic character, and the liberty of the
subject will have to be thrown overboard
for the time being.

At 9.13 pm,,
The CHAIRMAN

Mr. KIRWANKN : I think that we can com-
pliment the Commissioner of Public Health
upon his activity in comnection with this
disease and the work that has been done by
the department generally to mitigate its
awful resulis.

resunied the chair.
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I repeat that I am surprised at the policy
enunciated by the Home Secretary, and the
extranrdinary position that other DMinisters
are in in not attempting to carry out such
a scheme. It may be possible of some
explanation as to why the Iome Secretary
is to be asked to carry this burden of making
political appointments under a policy which
13 not going to be applied o harbour beards
and other bodies.

I repeat thal I hope that, if any action is
taken br local authorities in a mosquito cam-
paign, it will be effective in the direction

have mentioned. I understand that in
Toowoomba the council has got rid of the
pest. I do not know whether the hon. mem-
ber for Tocwooraba is conversant with its
methods, but it has earned undying fame.
If he is fumiliar with the scheme, no doubt
the Committee would be indebted to him if
he gave them an outline of it in order that
we may judge whether it could not be
appliesd to Brizhane.

Mr. CONROY (Maravow):
interested to hear the vemarks of the hon.
member for Tcowcomba to-night. B
remarks took me back many years—to the
time when a supporter of the Labour inove-
ment could not occupy a Government posi-
tion. He complained that Mr. McInnes was
chairman of the Toowoomba Hospital Board,
and, if he had his way, Mr. Meclnnes would
not now occupy thet position.

I was very

Mr. AxNanD: Ile is a Government servant.

Mr. CONROY : I am a very old member
of the Labocur movement, and I have had
many experiences. 1 can recall the time
when a man who was recognised as a sup-
porter of the Labour movement was regarded
as of no account; but, fortunately, that feel.
ing has now passed away; but, if the hon.
member for Toowcomba is correct, the same
feeling is going to be reintroduced, and if
the policy contemplated by the hon. member
is carried out in its application to Labour
supporters, then they are noi going to get a
very fair deal. )

The TREASURER: No onc said that.

Mr. CONROY: That is the inference. I
can recollest many years ago Labour sup-
porters being regarded as of no account.

The SrcrEziRY FOR MINES :

Mr. CONROY: Longer
gentleman can rememiber.

The SEcreTARY FOR MINES: The late Billv
Browne was one of the moest popular men in
Queensiand.

Mr. CONROY : I can go back thirty-seven
yvears, The remarks of the hon. member for
Toowoomba took me back to those old times
when a man was of no account because he
was a supporter of the Labour movement.
It is evident that the intention on the part
of hon. members opposite is in the direction
of restoring the feeling that existed in those
(_lays. That will be a very bad thing indee:d.
However, we have had a taste of it to-night,
and no blame can be attached to us if, when
we are returncd to power—which will be in
three ycars’ time—we give hon. members
opposite a taste of what they are endeavour-
ing to give us to-night. They are taking
away all control of hospital matters from

How long ago?

than the hon.
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representatives of the Labour movement.

We on this side never did that.

The HoMe SgcrETaRY: You did.

Mr. CONROY : We did not put National-
ists off.

The HoME SERETARY : Because you had no
occasion to do so.

Mr. CONROY: The Home
knows that I nominated threc men
were not Lubour supporters.

The Howe SEcrReTsny : 1 do not know that.

Mr, CONROV: I am telling the h1c.)n.
gentlemsn., e knows that one was a poiice
masistrate.  Je knows that one was 2
Government reprexcntative at the time, and
that the other man was not elected by the
subscribers.

T do not agree that » Government r2presen:
tative rhould be a political supporter of
the party in power for the time being. ‘The
CGovernment have talen every opportunity
possible to replace on ’hospita’%.comml‘tiees
Government ryepreseniatives having Labour
leanings with supportsrs of their own party.
Wo can only object to such a policy very
strongly, and I »m fectly certain that,
when ine opportunity arises, this pardy,
when again returnsd to power, will pursue
the example that has been set by the
Government,

Ttem (Chief Office) agreed to.

Secretary
who

RELIEF OF ABORIGINALS.
T SKORETARY (Hon. J. C.
srmanty) . 1 beg to move—
“fihet B64.86) be granted for ‘Relief
of Aboriginals.””’
TTon. members will notice that there is a
deerease of £1,241 in ithis vote as compared
with last ye appropriation.  That does
not mean that ceonoraies have been effected
at the expense of the aboriginals. The
reduction has bren mainly brought ab9ut by
the removal of the aboriginal settiement
from Taroom io Woorabinda having been
completed. and by the fact that the vote
on last vear's Estimates for repairs to the
auxiliars keteh ¢ Melbidir 7 does not appear
on these Futimates, the work having been
completsd. The vote for the relief of
shoriginal: has actually been i}lcreased it
allowance is made for these two items.

Ttem agreed to.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS AND GRANTS,

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
Peterson, Normanby): I beg to move—
“That £110.481 Le granted for
“.Charitzble Institutions and Grants.” ”’
This vote shows an increass of £4471 over
last year. The increases arc made up of an
increase of £237 for teachers at the Schpol
of Instruction and Workshop for the Blind
and Deaf”; £35 increase in the salary of the
medical superintendent at the *‘ Dunwich
Home for Aged People”; £20 increase for
the assistent steward in that institution; and
the usual automatic increases. I am pleased
to say that there is no reduction in the vote
for charitable institutions. As a matter of
fact, it is increased.

Hon. J. C. Peterson.]
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At 9.25 p.m,,

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions
©of the Sessional Order agreed to by the
House on 22nd August last, I shall now leave
the chair and make my report to the House,

The House resumed.
The CHarMaN reported progress.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow,

The Houve adjourned at 9.30 p.m.

Questions.





