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Supply.

[9 OcrosEr.] Questions. 773

WEDNESDAY, 8 OCTOBER, 1628.

The Seraxer (Ifon. €. Taylor, Windsor)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
Mz, R, A, Doyoor, MINING WaRDEN.
Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowonyg) asked the

Vremior—

“Is the Mr. R. A Duniop, who was
warden at Chillagoe and who is figuring
in the Mungana transactions, the same
Mr, R. A. Dunlop who was selected by
the late Government as one of the Com-
ission appointed to vedistribute the
clectnrates v

The PREMIER (Hon. A, E. Moors,
Aubigny) replied—
S Vel

Tixaxenn Loss o STaTE STATIONS
REcsNTLY Sorp.
Mr. MAXWELL {7sorong) asked the
Seerefary for Laboutr and Industry—

“ What was ths financial loss on the
State stutions—Dotswood, Wande Vale,
Strathmors, 4 Vanrook—{a) during
fast {iancial year or to date of sale;
iv) during whole period ther were owned
by the CGovernment®”




¥4 Questions.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sundgate)
replied—

T.ons 1928-29.
Yy Dotswood

Wandovale
Vanrook (including
Strathmore Dun-

bar, and Waterloo) 24,515

Acenmulated

T.ous 10

E0th June, 1929,

,823
165

W~

"y Dotswood ... 92,041
Wandovale .. B30T
Vanrook (including

Strathmore, Dun-

bur, and Waterloo) 232,520
The sbove figures are exclusive of inverest
for the six months ending 30th June,
1928, which was not charged Ly Treasury,
and amounted to approximately £26,000.”

PryrerENTIAL  FrEIGHT RareEs GRANIED TO
MotnT Isa PROPRIETARY LIMITED.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowony) asked the
Secretary for Railways—
Y With rcference to the suggestions

made during the debate on the Mining
Trust Agreement Bill, that the preferen-
itial freight rates pranted to Mount Isa
Proprietary Limited were arranged solely
by the departmental officers, will he
inform the House of the full circum-
stances relating to the fixing of such
rates?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{¥fon. Godfrey Morgan, Murille) replied—

“ A conference was held at which the
then Premier (Hon. W. McCormack) and
the Minister for Railways, and Conunis-
sioner for Railways met Messrs, Urqu-
hart, Mitchell, and Corbould of the
Russo-Asiatic Company, and at the con-
clusiov of the conference, the then Pre-
mier iHon. W. McCormack; quoted the
rates in question.”

ReLIEF OF UNEMPLOYMENT IN NEW ZEALAND
AND QUEENSLAND.
Mr. BARBER (Bundabery)
Premier—
‘“ 1. Has his attention been called to the
paragraph appearing in  ‘ Brisbane
‘Courier’ of Tuesday, Ist instant, in
which it is stated that during debates in
the New Zealand Parliament on the
unemployed position the Premier, Sir
Joseph Ward, stated that the passage of
the Government’s land legislation and
completion of railways would remove
unemployment from the main centres,
and further added that, within five
weeks, all the unemployed in New Zea-
land will be absorbed?

asked the

‘2. HMas his attention been called to
the paragraph in to-day’s *Courier’
dated, Auckland, T7th Octeber, whirh
reads as follows:—

Over 1,800 uncmployed will bs given
work by the Government, immediataly
absorbing half the total unemployed in
Wew Zealand. The men  will he
engaged on roads, railways, forestry.
land, and drainage work. The Govern-
ment’s objective is  employment for
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Questions.

every idle man, totalling 4,000, withiu

seven months?

3 In view of the promise made to
the electors by Premicr Moore during
the cloctions in May last, that if returned
fo power he would in the meantime make
available £2,000,000 and find jobs for
10,000 unemployved, will he state why,
after a period of five months, that promise
is unfulfilled?

“ 4. If he cannot provide the £2,000,000
and the 10,000 jobs promised, will he com-
municate with Sir Joseph Ward, New
Zealand Premier, and ascertain details
of his methods for the =olution of unem-
ployment i

The PREMIER (ITon. A, 1. Moore,
Aubigny) replied—
“1 and 2. Yes: and I feel confident

that similar land legislation now intro-
duced in this Parliament and other
measures dealing specifically with employ-
ment, which it is intended to introduce
in the near future, will have a similarly
heneficial effect on this State. I would
remind the hon. member that the Govern-
ment led by Sir Joseph Ward in New
Zealand has been nearly eleven months
in office, while this Government has been
in office less than five months. I would
further rexnind him that the hon. member
for Bowen has stipulated three years
as the minimum period nccessary for a
Labour Government to secure results
from its policy.
3. and 4. Sce previous answer,”
{Opposition interruaption.)

The SPEAKER: Order! I would like to
remind hon. members that I will not have
interruptions during the period that questions
are being asked and answered. Such inter-
ruptions are absolutely disorderly, and will
not be permitted.

LoaN EXPENDITURE ON MARYBOROUGH AND
GyMPIE RAILWAY STaTIONS, 1925-1829.
Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay) asked the
Secretary for Railways—

“ What amount of loan moncy has been
spent in connection with the under-
mentioned railway stations and yards
during each of the financial years 1925-26,
1996-27, 1927-28, and 1928-20—(a) Mary-
borough; (b Gympic?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied— .
“The information is being prepared.”

RAmLwAy Freehr (oxcrssioss 10 MOUNT
Ty MiNEs, LIMITED.
Ay, WINSTANLEY (Queenion) asked the
Secretary for Railways—

1, What is the ordinary freight on—
() ore; (4} matte from Mount Isa to
Townsville ?

“ 2. What is the amount of concessiol
per ton graatcd by the late Government
10 the Mount Isa Companuy?

“ 3. If, s ho stated on Friday last, an
undue concession had been granted, will
he take step: to sec that the R'a]pl’:va,\
Department gets what is due to it?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY®
(11on. Godfrey Morgan, Murille) replied—
“Phe information is heing compiled.”



Quesitons.

SUGeESTED SuePLY OF LUGCIGE BARROWE AT
CENTRAL STATION.
My, KIRWAN (Brishanc) asked the Seere-
tary for Ratlwavs—

“In oview of t

he fact that the luggage
porters at the Contml Station arve handi-
capped i the performance of their work
cue to lack of t‘ne proper facilities being
provided for handling of passengers'
sage, will he issue instructions that
witable luggage barvow, similar in
1 to those in use at the railwayr
ms of Sydney and Melbourne, be
providad for these men without delay?”

The SECRETARY FOR RATJLWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Wurillu) replied—
*The conditions at Sydney and Mel-

bourne ave dissimilar to those at Central
Station, Brishane, but the question of
supplying barrows is being considered.
No request has, so far, been made by
the luggage porters for a special type of

barrow. When barrows are required the
luggage porters use the smsll type of

three-wheel luggage barrow which is casy
to propel and turn.”

Agurest THarcoMINDAH  Hosizran
COZITTER,

My, BEDFORD (Warr go) aske:l the Home
Sceretary—-

1, [Tas he yeceived from 'Thargo-
mindah Hospital Committee any reply
to the charges made against that com-
wmittee by Mr. Walter Williams, late
Government representative on that com-
mittee ?

2. Does he intend to institute a public
inguiry into the mﬂtte as  previously
vequested, as Ae Williams has alleged
fraudulent practices by that committee 7"

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. E.
A. Atherton, Chillagor), for the HOME
SECRETARY (Hon. J. (€. Peterson,
Normanby), replicd—

“1. No.

2. The -question of further inguiry
will be decided when the committee’s
representations are received.”

(HARGIS

ACCIDENT IN Drack Srtar Start, MOUNT IsA.
Mr. BEDFORD  (Warregoj
Secretary for Mineg—

“1.1s he aware that following on an
accident at the 450-feet level of the Black
Star shaft at_ Mount Isa, owing to
ignovant methods of chargmg and ﬁrmg
three men  wer injured, one of
theni being permanently disabled?

2. Did not the board of inquiry into

the accident, held at Mount Isa, return

a linding that the accident had been
cas d by the ignorance of the foreman?
Did not that jury find that the

towmu; Wi not a it person for the
position
©4. Bespite that finding. has not the
foreman been re-engaged by Mount Isa
Mines Limited at an increased salary?
*5. In the isierests of the safety of the
miners. will be make full inquiries into
this matter?

The SECREY

asked the

TARY FOR MINES {(Hon, F.
Atherton, Chiflugae) replied—

“ 71 have ne knowledge of an accident
having oceurred at the 460-fect level of
the Black Star shafi at Mount Tsa.”

[9 CcoroBER.]
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Revovar oF MEMBER:S FROM JROCKHAMPTON

Hozpital Bosrp.

Mr. DUNLODP
Home Seer
“ Seeing he seems to have misunder-
tood the thivd question I asked on the
th Ociober in  connection  with  the
appointments to  the Rockhampton
Hospitzl Beard, viz., * What were the
names  of  those persons who  were
approached  pricr  to Mr.,  Cullen's
appeintmient ‘and who declined the po
tion offered them?” will he now say
definitely if it is not a fact that four or

(Hockhumpton) asked the

live promivent townspeople were
approzched prior to  Mr. Cullen’s
appointment and declined the position.

« Mr, Culien

position 777

and then only wa approached

and accepted the

The SHCRETARY FOR MINES (Hon, E.
A. Atherton. Chillngos), for the HOME

SECRETARY  {(Hon. J. (€. Peterson.
Normanby), replied—

“ T did not misunderstand t]\e questlon
The answer fo thiz question is * No.

Foresrey BoakD oN FRASER
IsLAND,

My, CLAY (Wide Buv): I desire to
ask the Somctalv fm Public Lands whether
he has an answer to the following question
which I addressed to him on 19th Septem-
ber :—

IEXPENDITURE BY

PUYIRY

“1. What was the expenditure by the
Forestrv Board on Fraser Island for each
vear from 1813-16 to 1928-23?

2 What are the assets on the island

and value of same?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. A. Deacon, ("uswinglam) replied—

£ s. d.

1. 191519 *4.429 12 5
 1¢919-20 1,156 12 2
1920-21 15,166 19 7
1921.22 +3,571 4 10
1922-23 2,586 13 &
1923-24 2,618 0 ©
1924 25 3885 8 8
1925-26 4675 16 4
1926 27 11,634 18 1
19217-28 3,652 010
1928-29 1,800 18 5

£45,074 6 6

*Figures obtained from TLands Department
records.

+Returned soldier operations under Common-
wealth Loan,

tIncludes purchasc of 12 miles of tramline.

2. (1) Hardwood regencration areas,

10,517 weres.  (2) Softw vood plentations,
783 acres. (3) Steel tramline, 1 miles 70
chains, with locomotive, forty trucks.

(4) Road construc-
{5) Firebreaks.

Torest nurser¥

jetty and wharf, efﬂ
tion, 12 miles 55 chains,
80 pailes 20 chains.  (8) &

and wuiter supply.  (7) 'lv»o houses, ten
sankhiuis, office, toolroom, quarters, six
sheds, ble, and galley, ete. (8) Bix
paddoct 9} ~+lanenus equipment.

in addition. ihe natural stands protected

amount to 173,000,000 superficial {eet.
To gzive 1nwt‘m value of above assets
would  invalve  uwcoura surveys  and

measurcmrnts with suceseding computa-
tions. 1t does not appear to he neeessary
v undertake this  expenditure at the
present  time. Careful record is being
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kept of the assels and their condition,
and these records are available in the
department. Regeneration arcas and soft-
wood plantations are progressing satis-
factorily; the tramline was purchased at
scrap value to complete the logging
operations so that regeneration work
could proceed; roads and firebreaks are
in good order and constitute an essen-
tial service; forest nursery is being
reduced as regeneration methods are
developed ; housing and’ paddocks are

rent producing.”

INQUIRY INTO ATTEMPTED BRIBERY.

Mr. PEASE (Herderr), without
asked the Premier—

“ Has he received a letter from J. H.
C. Sleeman, Sydney, which contains the
following extracts:—

The Pastoralists and Graziers' Asso-
ciation decided that a man should be
bought to cross the floor of the House.

Cortain members of the Opposition
were approached and agreed that to
give the bought man a chance to cross
the floor of the House, a no confidence
motion should be moved.

The position is that the Pastoralists’
Association was officially responsible
for the attempt, not to bribe Brennan,
bui to buy the political support of the
House.

notice,

Nearly every member of your party
who was in the House in August, 1922,
was prepared to accept the dissolution
which the defection of Brennan would
have brought about.

There were several interviews with
members on the subject.

“In view of the fact that a wo con-
fidence motion was moved by the Leader
of the Opposition and seconded by the
present Premier, Mr. Moore, on the 15th
August, 1922, docs hs not consider suffi-
cient grounds coxist to grant the official
inquiry as asked for by Mr, Sleeman, in
the interests of the houesty wnd probity
of Quecnsland ?”

The PREMIFR
Aubigny) replied--

“ No. I have not reccived any letter
at all from Xr, Siecoman.”

(Hon. A, H. Moore,

EMPLOYMENT or RATLwWAY Mex 1y PoLuivg
BOOTHS . oN HLeerioN Dav.,

Mr. PHASE (Herbert), without notice,
asked the Secretary for Railways—
“Has any  special regulation heen

issued regarding railway men working

on election dav—I mean =0 far as work.
ing in the polling-booths is concerned?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—

“ Yes, regulations similar to those
izsued last year.”

TRAVELLING ALLOowaxcss 7o Flox. Meuprrs.
Mr. DUNLOP (Roelhampton),
notice, asked the Premier—

““ Now that the Salaries Bill has boen
disposad of, wijl the hon. gentleman fecl
disposed to make knowa to the House
what seale of allowanecs he has decided

without

[ASSEMBLY.]

Personal Explanations.

upon as regards country members from
the far distant centres and those nearer
Brisbane—that is, on a sliding scale—
and if he proposes to give the House
the right of saying whether the allow-
ances are reasonable or unreasonable?”

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigny) replied—

“TI do not intend to give the House
any opportunity of saying whether they
are reasonable or unrcasonable.  As
soon as the Estimates come on they will
be able to see the full list of allowances.
They vary from £25, £33, £55, to £76.”

Mr. HaxLox: Are there no *“ nothings™?
(Laughter.)

The PREMITR : Oh, yes, a lot of them.
(Laughter.)

PAPERS.
The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—
Report of the Police Investment Board
for the year ended 31st December,
1928. )
Report of the Commissioner of Police
for twelve months ended 30th June,
1929,

The following
table : —

Amended Regulation under the Inspec-
tion of Scaifolding Act of 1915

paper was laid on the

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS.
Mouxt Isa PROPRIErARY, LIMITED, SHARE
TRANRACTIONS.

Mr. BEDTORD (Warrego): I desire to

make a personal explanation.

The SPEAXER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the hon. member for Warrego
be permitted to make a personal explana-
tion.

HonouraBLe MEemBERY: Hear, hear!

Mr. BEDFORD: Following wild state-
ments made by the Secretary for Railways,
the Sccretary for Mines, the hon. mbers

for Nundah, Enozgera, and others in this
House last Friday, the Premier mak_es”tho
following statement in the “ Daily Mail 7 of
to-day, and thereby supports the statements
made about myself ard other members of
the Opposition. Mr. Xloore said

The SPEAKER Order! The hon.
member is not in order in referring to any-
thing thai another hon. member may have
said in connertion with a personal explana-
tion. He muy make a personal explanation
in conmection with anything he himself may
have said or done, but refsrences o what
has been said Ly other hon. members are
not permissible in a personal explanation.

Mr. BEDFORD: I wish to suggest later
a quicker and mor> conclusive way of bring-
ing this case to the judgment that Mr.
Moore would like to lesve to the unsatis-
factory verdict of—not public opinion, but
political party opinioa.

Mr, Moore said that “I do not help my
case by my statement that 1 gave shares to
Mr. Theodore and Mr. BMeCormask.” My
eswe needs no help; and, if it does, I hereby
further prejudice it cgainst mysclf by
supplying this full list of the shares given
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away by me in February, 1924—two and
a-half years before it was known beyond
argument that there was sufficient ore at
Mount Isa to warrant a railway, and about
two years before the Public Works Commis-
sion reported on it

List of Mount Ise Proprictary Shares given
by me in February, 1924,

Members of my family 1,700
V., J. Saddler, Mclbourne . 2,000
J. Millican, Eydnev 2,000
. B. Jaﬂnlcﬁon soeretary, Isa
Proprietary . 500
A. Cherry, Melbourne 200
F. Talhot, Melbourne o200
E. G. Theodore, Brisbane ... £00
W. McCormack, Brisbane 250
L. McDonald, Brishane 200
W. R. Clampton Brisbane 200
J. Hanlon, Brisbane 200
A. Campbell Clonecurry 200
J. Harding C]oncuru 500
W. H. Corbould Cloncurry 2,000
T. McMahon, Syan 100
8. H. Prior, Svdney 250
K. Malshall Brisbane ... 200
Harry Coyne, Judge of the
Land Court since May, 1923 200
Mrs., T. J. Ryan, Brisbane 100
W. A. Ackers, Townsville 100

A, J. Jones, Brisbane ..ooes0
11,830 shares of 5s.

On_the same day Mr. Jones bought 200
Isa Proprietary shares and paid over 5s.
sach for them.

Of these, 1,700 represent gifts to members
of my fmml" Saddler and Millican are old
friends, who have done me many kindnessos
both of these gentlemen were directors of
Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-Lead Limited;
they applied for big blocks of contributing
shares, aud also paid cash for their directors’
qualification shares. Cherry and Talbot are
my mates from boyhood; MeDonald, Cramp-
ton, and Hanlon are Brisbane friends for
twelve years; Arthur Campbell snd J. I
Harding, both of Cloncurry, have been my
friends for tweniy-thrce years: Bill Ackers,
of Townsville, a friend for ﬂmty two years.
Mr. Ackers was an old-age pensioner “wher
1 promised him the shares ju December,
1923. I could not find him for four years,
but met Lim and gave him the slock in
Townsville in 1928. 1 am glad to know that
the money he got from the sale of the shares
gave him a little case from the cancer that
tast December killed him. DMr. Ackers had
never any influence on the Mount Isa Rail-
way Bill.

My, Corbould., the then managing
director of DMount Isa Mines, Limited,
received the 2,000 shares for services
rendered in the flotation; some of these
shares, 1 believe, he gave to Dunlop, and
some to *,Ichlh\l'n both of Cloncurry;
MceMahon and Prior, both of the Sydney
“Bulletin,” hmn been my friends from
boyhood; Farry Coyne, to whom these
shares were given in May, 1924, was
appointed judge of the Land Court in
May, 1923, and was an intimate friend of

wine to the time of his death, as Theodore,
Jones, and Marshall still ave. The shares
given to Mrs. T. J. Ryan were given in
recognition of a loan to me by the late Mr.
T Ryan, also long since repaid; and
thoe date of the gift was three years after
Me. 1. J. Ryar’s death, he having left
State polities four years before Mount Isa
was discovered,

[9 OcroBER.]
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I applied for my full quota of reserved
shares in Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-
Lead, Limited, and my quota was 23,000;
and I paid the company £5,750 cash for

them. All the other sharcholders in this
list, except Mr. Ackers, Mrs. Ryan, and
Mrs. Marshall applied for their quota,

share for sharc—and paid cash to the com-
pany for them,

The value of the shares I gave away to
frionds, in mere goodwill, would be to-day
about £11,000; and I don’t expect mean
little suburban  “pikers” to understand
either mateship, gratitude, or genercsity.
A furtive man could have covered up these
gifts, but I never had any reason for con-
cealment, and all the facts and figures, at
which a few members pretended to be
shocked last Friday, were public property
nearly five and a-half years ago.

if any of the slanderous statements made
of me in this House on TFriday last, as
propaganda against Mr. Theodore, —are
mnade outside, I shall give the offender a
writ. I am sorry the hon. member for
Krnoggera is mnot in his place to take his
share in the warning. I include in this
warning the ncwspapers whick have been
misled by the cowardly attacks here, so0
cowardly that, for instanee, the Minister
for Railways said on Friday that Mr. John
Wren was the greatest scoundrel in Aus-
tralia. Since then he has altered
“ Hansard ” to read that John Wren is
an undesirable perzon.

I ask for a roval commission to inquire

into all the transactions of Mount Isa
Mipes, Limited, and Mount Isa Pro-
prietory, Limited, from December, 1923,
to date, including the concession to the

Mining Trust, Limited, of 100,000 acres af

Lawn Hill,

My, JONES (laddingion): I desire the
permission of the House to make a personal
explanation.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of
the House that the hon. member for Pad-
dinglon be permitted io make a personal
ex planamon

FIONOURARLE MEMBERS ¢

Hear, hear!

Mr. JONES: In view of the personal ex-
planation made by the hon. member for
Warrege, I deem 1t incumbent on
to make an explanation.

me also

During the debate on the sccond reading
of the Mining Trust Ratification Agreement
Bill, on Trld(Ly last, 4th October, the Secretery
for Railways, the hon member for Oxley,
and the member for Knoggera stuted that
1.300 Mount Isa Proprietary, Limited, shares
were transferrced to me from the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego in consideration of support
to the Mount La railway proposal. To this
T give an cmphatic denial.

On 3rd March, 1925, I reccived from Mr.
Bedford 400 ;«hzno and he received from
me  £50, cheque No. 1.6343, Australian
Bank of Commerce. On 17th July, 1925, I
rioceived from Mr, Bedford 200 shares, and
he  received fromi me £50, cheque No.
11.13271, Australian Bank of Commerce. On
6th October T received from Mr. Bedford
1,000 shares, and he reccived from me £202
lC«., cheque No. F.18967, Australian Bank
E Clommerce.

Thus it will be seen that the 1,600 shares
in the abeve company, reccived from Br.

My, Jones]
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Bedford, cost me £362 10s., the par value
of the shares being 5s.

I had during the 1925 year share trans-
actions in the Mount Isa Proprictary Com-
pany, through the firms of ¥ Dawson
and Company and Corric and Company, the
prices I purchased at ranging between 4s. 6d.
and 8s. 4d. The prices T sold ranged at
between 8s, 6d. and 7s. 3d., with the excep-
tion of a few which were valued at under
10s. when the two companics merged. All
my transactions In connection with Mount
Tsa will stand the light of dav, and I
have yet tu learn that a man is a had
Australian because he dares to invest his
earnings in an Australian industry—

The SPEAKER: Order !

Mr. JONES: Be it mining or ctherwise.
My life’s work has been in the mining
industry, and naturally I prefer to invest
my earnings in mining.

The SECRETARY FOR RuaiLwavs: That was
received very coldly by the Opposition.

Mr. JONES: I put £362 10s. into it.

The SECRETARY FOR RaArLways: Why don't

you admit that you got 200 shares for
nothing ?
Mr. Beprorp: Why don't vou admit

that you falsified a ‘ Hansard™ proof the
other day?

Prorosep InQuinry Into Mount Isa Pro-
PRIETARY SILVER-LEAD LiMITED AND MUN-
GANA MINps LisiTED SHARE TRANSACTIONS,

The PREMIER (Hon. A. K. Moore.
Aubigny): Mr. Speaker, I desire the per-
mission of the House to make a personal
explanation.

The SPEAKER: Is it the will of the
House that the Premier be permitted to

make a personal explanation?
HowouraBLE MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: Yesterday, the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition gave notice of a
motion appointing a Royal Commission to
inquire into certain matters connected with
the passing of the Dutchess to Mount Isa
Railway Act. As hon. members are aware,
the Standing Orders and the Sessional Orders
do not permit of that motion being discussed,
but in view of the grave disclosures made in
the Bankruptey Court on the examination
of the witnesses in the Fred Reid bank-
ruptcy concerning the half interest of the
Hon,  William McCormack in Mungana
Mines Limited, the secrecy surrounding the
shares held by him and his nominees, the
questionable circumstances under which the
Mungana Mineral Leases were purchased by
the Government at the time when the Hon.
E. G. Theodore was Premicr and the Homn.
William MecCormack was Home Secretary,
and of the admission made in Parliament by
the member for Warrego that he had made
a gift to both the Mon. I. G. Theodore and
Hon. William MeCormack of Mount Isa
shares, presumably at a time when both tho:o
gentlomen were Blinisters of the Crown, 1
want to assure the House that the Govern-
ment will be pleased to give careful con-
sideration to the proposal of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition for the appoint-

ment of a Royal Commission to inquire, not

only into the affairs of the Mount Isa Pro-
prictary Bilver-Lead Limited, but also into

[Mr. Jones.

[ASSEMBLY.] Indusiries Assistance Bill.

Mungana Mines Limited and other matters,
for the purpose of taking appropriate action.

Mr. Haxrox: Is that a definite promise of
an inguiry ?

REQUEST FOR INQUIRY INTO ATTEMPTED

BRIBERY.

Mr. PEASE (Hcerbert): Mr. Speaker, I
desire the permission of the House to make
a personal explanation.

The SPEAKER: Is it the will of the
House that the hon. member for ilerbert be

permitted to make a personal explanation?

HonounspLe MemBrrs : Hear, hear !

Mr. PEASE: I am quite prepared to
accept the statement by the Premier if he
will include the Sleeman case.

The PremR: There is no occasion to do

that. I will conduct the business of this
House,
Mr. Haxrox: You have made a definite

statement that an inquiry will be instituted.

INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE BILL.

INtrrstion v CoMMITTEE—RESUMPTION OF
Drsate.

(Mr. Maxwell, Tonwong, one of the panel of
Lemporary Chairimen, in the chair.)
Question stated—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to foster the development
of secondary industries by enabling
advances to be made or guaranteed for
the assistance of corporations engaged
or who may hereafter be engaged in such
industries, and for other purposes.”

Mr. HANLON ([thaca): When the House
proceeded with the consideration of the Rsti-
mates yesterday there was very little more
that I wished to add to my remarks. I
should like to Lkunow from the Premier
whether it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to advance money at a reduced rate
of interest to any companies or persons
who propose to establish secondary industries,
or is it merely the intention of the Govern-
ment to guarantee the interest payment to
private investors. One would be justified in
using either hypothesis, based on the explana-
tion of the Bill given by the Premier
yesterday. There is an idea outside that the
(Government arc prepared to make loan
money available to prospective business enter-
prises and to make that money available at
a reduced rate of interest, Hon. members
would like some information on the point
before voting on this motion.

Mr. JONES (Paddington): This motion is
intended to do something to encourage the
expansion or development of sccondary indus-
tries in this State. No true Australian
would object to uany resolution, or to the
introduction of any Bill in this Chamber, or
the adoption of any method by the Govern-
ment that had for ils object the fostering
of secondary or manufacturing industries. It
Is not quite clear to me what the Premier
means by sceondary industries as mentioned
in this motion. .

In my opinion, seccondary industries have
naver been correctly defined. It would be
very nice to know the definition of sccondary
industries as mentioned in this Bill. For
instance, we know that the sugar industry
passes through many stages in the course of
the manufacture of sugar; but it is very
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difficult to define what is the primary stag
or the secondary stage of the business. Docs
the Premier mean manufacturing industries?
If this motion is intended to foster manu-
facturing industries iz this State—to establish
new industries here—-to encourcge new indus-
tries, or to cxpand industries already ostab-
lished here, then nobody could object to it:
but personally I cannot see that there is very
mnuch power m the hands of this Government
or in the hands of any State Government to
cencourage to any great extent the estab
ment of sccondary industries. The Premier
knows that the matier i3 a Federal matter,
and that the Tederal issue is wrapped up in
this motion. The greatest encouragemont
that can be given to the establishmoent of new
industries in Ausiralia and to the expansion
of manufactaring industries here is through
the tariff and by the adoption of a protective
policy. This Parliament ov any State Par-
liament has no povwer to protect an industry
in that way. The encouragement of manufac-
raring industries is really a Fedeval matter,
and one of the things which should be made
the issue of the present Federal campaign in
which we are now engaged. T fail ‘o sce that
there is very much real business in ihis
motion unless it has for its object the subsi-
dising in some form or other of industry
which the Government may desire to encour-
age by subsidy. Have the Government not
that power now?

The Previsr: We only want to make i
clearer. You did it with the aleohol industry.

Mr. JONES: That is so. The point I
wish fo make is that the encouragement of
manufacturing industries is a  Federal
matter.  Australia will never prosper until
our secondary industries are encouraged to
& greater extent. My second point is:
What will be the best method of encourag-
ing the establishment of secondary indus-
tries? There is a great difference in the
meaning of a sceondary and the manufac-
turing industry,” It will be difficult in many
instances to define what is the primary and
what is the secondary stage of an indusirs.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition was
very wise when he said that we must wait
and see what this Bill contains.

The Premier: He said he was against it.

Mr.  Prasek:
decidedly.

Mr. JONES: 1 bope that we <hall have a
free discussion on the all-important subject
of establishing secondary industries to make
our own goods heve rather than to import
them from overscas. A friend of mine who
recently visited Melbourne told me thaf =
firm there exhibited a notice fo this effect—-
“ No Australian goods sold here —that

Japanese and foreign goods only
{11 am.] were sold in that shop. Thar

sort of thing should not be per-
mitted i Australia.  Something requires
to _bo done to foster our manufacturing
industries, because that is the only way to
cure the unemployment ovil and to awist
in populating Australia.

Against  the  principles—

Question—That the resolution (Mr. Moor s
motion) be agreed to—put and passed.

The House resumed.

The Teuporssy CHATRMAN veported that
the Committee had come to a rezolution.

Hesolution agread fo.

[9 OcToBER.]
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FirsT READING.
The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigny) presented the Bill, and moved—
*That the Bill be now read a firgd
time,”
Question put and passed,
Second reading of the Bill made an Order
of the Dayv for to-morrow.

SUPPLY.
Rexvarnion oF ComyiTTee—THIRD
Fourty ALLorTreDd DAvs.
(Mr. Rolorts,

AND

Fust Toowocmhba, in the
chair.)

DursrtMENT o PuBnic WoRxs,

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY, SCAFFOLDING, AND
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
Question stated-~* That £34,378 be granted

for ¢ Inspection of Machinery, Scaffolding.
and Weights and Measures.” ”

Item agreed to.

THE GA8 sCT oF 1916,
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. R. M. King, Logan): I beg to move—
“That $£2970 be granted for ‘The
(Gas Act of 19167

This is the only vote in connection with the
Department of Public Works that it has been
found necessary to provide for an increase,
that being accounted for by £40 extra being
required this year on account of classification
increases. The item “ Contingencies ”
includes provision for a retaining fee of
£100 to the gas referec, Mr. Brady.
Item agreed to.

DEPARTMENT OF MINES.
CHIEF OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.

. A. Atherton, Chillagoe): I beg to move—
“That £17,422 be granted for ‘ Depart-
ment of Mines—Chief Office.””

Mr. JONES (Paddington): I am not aware
whether the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion received an intimation that the Estimates
for the Department of Mines would come
on this morning.

Mr. Crayrox: You never told us.

Mr. JONES: When I was Secretary for
Mines, I always intimated to the Leader of
the Opposition when the Mines Estimates
would come before the Committee.

The SECRETARY FOR RatlLwavs: You ought
to be ready. You ought to know everything
about the Department of Mines,

Mr., JONES: I know more than the hon.
gentleman does, and I know more about the
Department of Mines than the hon. gentle-
man kunows about the Railway Department
or 1s ever likely to. know.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

My, JONES: The Minister intcrjected to
me, and, in a spirit of retaliation, I think
T am entitled to reply.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. JONES: I notice thar a greater
amount is required for the Bepariment of
Mines this year than was voted last year,
and no doubt the extra amount is properly
accounted for. Having been in the Depart-
ment of Mines for a period of twelve years,

My, Jones.]
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I want to say that it would be difficult to
improve upon the officers of that depart-
ment because of their knowledge of the
mining industry and the general work of the
department,

Quite recently the late Under Secretary,
Mr. Henry Marshall, was retired. Last
Friday, under pmhamentary privilege, the
name of Mr. Marshall was bandied about
this Chamber—I do not say by the Minister ;
but his name was mentioned by hon, mem-
bers opposite in connection with certmn trans-
actlons, and I want to put it on record that
it is known generally throughout this State
that Mr. Marshall is one of the most
respected ecitizens of Quesnsland, and, as
Under Secretary for Mines, was not only
a capable man, but one of the most honour-
able and uprlght men it is possible to come
in contact with. During my long experience
in Parliament 1 have never known the privi-
lege of Parliament to be so misused or so
much abused as was the case on Friday last.
In introducing the Mining Trust Limited
Agreement Ratification Bill, the Secretary for
Mines dealt fully with the agreement, but,
apart from my reply, few of the speeche
delivered by hon. members had anything to
do with that Bill. For four hours Lawn Hill
was not mentioned at all. The debatc
shifted right on to Mount Isa and the build-
ing of the Mount Isa railway.

I have not a note in my pocket, as I was
not aware that the Estimates of the Depart-
ment of Mines were coming on this morn-
ing. I would have liked to have the oppor-
tunity of dealing with the whole transaction
in connection with the building of the Moun:
Tsa railway. I was a member of the ("abinet
at the time., and I make no apology for my
attitude with regard to Mount Isa. I make
no apology for my own private transactions.
During the time I have beenn in the House I
have never known of Ministers and members
private affairs so much delved into as they
were here last ¥riday. The chief work of
my life has been in tu(} mining industry;
have speculated in mining to my SOrrow

, as an Australian. I care to invest my
money in mining cnterprises, there is no

law In the land—I challenge the Attorney-
General to prove that there is any law in
this State to prevent a Minister from invest-
ing his mouey in any company, be it mining
or otherwise

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In my opinien
it would be more respoctable to invest in
ouiside mines—not something which in some
way affects the Government. Do you think
it right that Mr. Theodore and MTr. McCor-
mack should have held shares in the Mount
Isa Proprictary Company?

Mr. JONES: Probably it would have bheen
more respectable to Invest it on the race-
course, but I do not care much for racing—
my hobby Is mining. For the shares which
were mentioned hero this morning I paid
£3262, which is a lot of moncy to me, as it
1(\p1€~\"1’f€‘d my earnings. Docs the hon.
gentleman think that would sway any vote of
mine?

Mr. Mogreax: What do the public think?

Mr, JONES: The public can think
like, so far as I am coucerned.
one porson to please, thut is Al
my own consciencer. My
been straight, honourable. and aboveboard. I
may have made hundreds of mistakes iu
administration, and have doue things which

[Mr. Jones,

as they
1 have only
Jones, and
transactions have
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hon. members opposite would not do because
of the different policies of the two parties
Every man makes mistakes, and I may
have made a mistake in connection with
mining enterprises; but, while I was Secre-
tary for Mincs, I never delved into previous
transactions of my predecesscrs in office, nor,
if T went back there to-morrow, would I do
20, because i1t would not be my concern
While I was Minister, under the guidance of

Under Secretaries like Mr. Macdonald,
Henry Marshall, and the present Under
Secretary, the department was an honour-

able and upright department. The records
are there to prove it. Candidly speaking, I
think Parliament was degraded on Friday
last, because it is an institution which shouid
be the highest in the land

Mr. Kzrso: In what respect? We are
trying to get at the truth.

Mr. JONES: An impression has been
created—and  the Secretary for Railways

tried to create it—that all these things per-
tained to the Department of Mines, Let me
tell the Secretary for Railways that a mining
share transaction does not appertain to the
Department of Mines, and has nothing to do
with it. If I were to ask the Sccretary for
Mines to give me the names of shareholders
in the Mount Morgan, Mount Isa, or any
other mining company, he could get in his
Under Secretary and staff, but they could
not give me the list of shareholders.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: The depart-
inent has a lot to do with the issue of
DEIOX,

Mr. JONES: The department has nothing
to do with the issue of sharc lists. Men
who desire to protect themselves may, and
arc allowed to, register a deed of trust at
the warden’s offica to protect their interests.
But no Recrctary for Mines could have the
register of sharcholders in any company,
|w<auso transactions in shares in mining com-
panies pertain to avother depmfm?nt It
is only fair to the Do :partment of Mines to
say that, hocause ths impression no doubt
will get abroad that officers of the depart-
went must have known who were share-
holders in some of the lzases under discus-
sion. The officers of the department would
not knew, the Minister does not know, and
e has no power in his department to find
out. He has to go io the Attorney-General,
the Treasury, {o some other departm nt, or
to the Supreme Court to get a list of share-
holders—I do not know which it is.

Mr. Kerzo: e has to go to the Registrar
of Joint Stock Companies.

Mr. JONES: Whilst ¥ was Minister for
twelve years I was never sufficiently inguisi-
tive to find out whether members of the
Opposition  were sharcholders or not in
mining C'Vnpan10~

1 read in this morning’s paper
refrrences to the Mungana leases in the
toraia represented by “he Minister.
in a certain bankraptey case put questions
to one witness, a former warden at Chilla-
oo, as 1o the tima at which the leases were
aken up by Mr. Fred Reid, and the witness
avswered  those (111£~f.011<~110t too correctly.
in iy opind perhaps in view of my
i rance of the papers in the dcpaltm"nt
gave the impression that the forfeiturc
of ihe Mungana leases was applied for by

My, Reid I sm speaking now from
memory. I have 1ot my papers with me here
to-dlay, although I want to inform the Com-
witter that I am well prepared in rogard

sonle
elec-
Counsel
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to Mungana, but, from memory, let me say
that these paltxcular leases—the Mungana
leases, embracing the Lady Jane and the
Girofta—were taken up under a special Act
of Parliament passed by a previous Govern-
ment, There were no labour conditions,
but there was a condition that, if the rent
was not paid on 3lst December in any year,
the leases became automatically forfeited on
3ist March of the succceding year; and
no Minirter had the power either to forfeit
or to stop the forfeiture of those leases.

If the Sccretary for Mines investigates that
point he will find that the onglnal company
which held the Mungana leases forfeited
them for ncn-payment of rent. They became
automatically = forfeited, and to reinstate
those leases on® the same conditions they
would have required another Act of Par-
liament or they could have applicd for them
under the ordinary lease conditions of the
Mining Act. ]

The SecmrTary ror MiNes: The hon. mem-
ber for Warrego said the other day that no
leases had been forfeited for fifteen years.

Mr. Beprorn: That is not a forfeiture.
They were under a special Act of Parlia-
ment.

Mr. JONES:
a special

They became forfeited under
Act of Parliament, and a man

named McLennan took up the leases as
claims, and Jater on Reid tock them up as
leases. All we had to do was to refusc the

leases or grant them.
of the department,
ister or any other

No Minister in charge
whether a Labour Min-
Minister, had power to
stop that JOI‘f“ltUJQ, yot Mr. McGill, accord-
ing to this morning’s paper, suggests that
the original company tried all it could to
prevent that forfeiture. All it had to do
was to pay the few pounds rent. It was a
very few pounds—=£1 per acre—and by pay-
ing that rent it could have prevented
forfeiture for months afterwards.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is a pity they
did not do that, and then we would not
have had McCormack playing with his own
{Government.

The Secrerary FoR Ramwaye: You must
admit that it was a dirty business all through.

Mr. JONES: I do not admit that there
was anything dirty with the Mines Depart-
ment or with myself during the time that I
was there.

Mr. Kirwan: Not as dirty as the bribery
case.

Mr. JONES: I hail with delight any
inquiry into Mungana with respcct o shares
or anything else. The Government should
immediately have instituted an inquiry when
they became a Government. There is noth-
ing in the argument that we should have
instituted an mqmry into Mungana.

The Presirr: Why not?
Mr. JONES: We knew that there was

nothing wrong.

The Preyier: What about the evidence in

the court?

Mr. JONES: I have referred to some of
the cvidence in the court. 1t is the duty
of the hon. gentleman to appoint an inquiry
if he so desires

The ArToRNEY-GENERAL: You know that it
is wrong for a Minister of the Crown——

The CHAIRMAN : Order! T have already
called the attention of Ministers to the
fact that the ex-Secrotary for Mines has stated

[9 Ocrosee.]
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that the Iistimates of this department were
brought on unexpectedly for consideration.
e 13 interested as an ex-Minister, and
desires to make a statement. I ask Ministers
to contain themselves, and allow the ex-
Minister to make his statement.

Mr. JONES: I was about to repeat with
all cmpha s to the public of Queensland thas

for one favour an Inquiry into the Mun-
gana transactions and into the transactions
of the department.

The ATTORNEY-CIENERAL :
was nothing wrong.

Mr. JONES: It is for you to prove that
there is anything wrong. You have had an
opportunity sincs May last.

The AtrorNeY-CEXERAL: What about the
undertaking given to the ex-Premier?

Mr. JONES: Have I not an equal right
with the ex-Premicr to be considered? Have
I not an equal right with anybody else, being
an ex-Ministar? I have as much nght to
consideration, and I nm entitled equally with
anvyone else to any of the privileges of this
House resps cting any inauiry whether it be
into the Sleigh contract, Mungana, or Mouns
Isa. I have an equal 11rht to be considered
with any man, whether he is absent or not.

- The PrEMIEL :
the ex-Premier,
give him notice,

Mr, JONES:

You said there

I cannot break iy word to
I told him that I would

“Why was not someone else
consulied @z to whether there should be an
inquiry or not?

The SurReTARY FOoR Rammwavs: Vou were
not in charge at tho time the undertaking
was given.

Mr., JONES: No.

A Governwvent MEMBER:
vou kicking about?

WMr, Beprorn: (Give us a scparate inquiry
with regard to Mount Isa.

Mr. JONES: The Seoretary for Railways
said the other day that it was a strange thing
that these transactions were connecied with
the Mines Iepartment,

Mr. Kirwan: He
another scandal.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
be, too.

Mr. JONES: The Mines Department had
no transaction whatevcr with shares, and the
same may be said of the officers of the depart-
ment, and to a very great extent concerning
myself. The Mines Department has a statf
of officers of which Queensland can well be
proud. The past Under Secretary was a
splendid man and an hcnourable man, and
I regret that his namec has been dragged
into the matter. I believe thut the Ministar
can be proud of the present Under Sccretary.
I am glad that Mr. Staines has received the
appointment, but I regret that his position
was held in suspense for such a long time.

The Secrersry ror DMivgs: Who was
responsible ?

My, JONES:
was in the hands
Commissioaer.

Thea what are

said there would be

There might

The Minister knows that it
of the Public Service

The Secrerary ror Mines: The Under
Becrolary ma; have controlled you as
ster, but T can tell you ihat the Under

Se 1eta1v does not control me as Minister,

Mr. JONES: I am glad to know that.
The Public Service Commissioner never did

Mr. Jones.]
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control me. TItis most unfair that the Secre-
tary for Railways should indulge in a cam-
paign of innuendo, mstoad of making straight-
out charges. Te said that there would be an
oil scandal. I challenge him to prove that

there was anything wrong with my adminis.

tration respecting the oil industry. I chal-
ienge him to follow me in this debate and
prove anything wrong against me. The
present Minister may be following a different
}:ohc_y from that approved by me. My
policy in connection with the “oil industry
was one of leniency. 1 did not indulge in
wholesale forfeitures. .

The SecRETARY FOR  Rarnways: 1 was
approached last night by a very prominent
mun, who offered to give evidence in respect
of an oil scandal,

Mr, JONES: Probably so.

Mr, Kirwax: Like Wandovale.

Mr. JONES: I quite conceive that the
present Minister may have a different oil
policy. My policy was to grant a big extlen-

sion of arcas under the 1927 Act. He dare
not alter that because of the attitude he
adopted the other day in regard to Lawn
Hill agreement. 1f he did alter that con-
dition, he would not be consistent in his
attitude, There is a rumour curreni that
petroleum leases are to be curtailed. - T
hope that is not true. The Secretary for

Railways speaks by way of innuendo. fe
said that the next scandal is fo be an cil
seandal,  I.ct him come forward in this

Chamber with his oil scandal.

Mr. Krrway: Let him say it outside.
Mr. JONILES: I challenge him to cone

forward with his alleged otl scandal. The
only erime he can lay against me is that 1
have dared to invest my 1aoney in nining
enterprises in order to encourage inining.
T am sorry to say that my mining invest-
ments h'l»e been rather disastrous. Th!' i3
the resull with 90 per cent. of people who
mvest in mining. Mining investmonts are
more speculative than in any other indus-
try; but I have as much right to put v
money into mining as the Seccretary for
Railways has of puttxng his on racecourses,
which, I believe, he is raher fond of doing.

We shall have an opportunity of discussing
the coalmines. This morning I gave notice

of a quostion with a view to cliciting
information as to whether the Railway
Department receives its gupplies of coal
from the Mount Mulligan mine,” which is

now being worked by the miners on_iribute,
at the same price as it did when the mine
was worked us a Statc enterprise. T have
always contended that the Railway D(‘part
ment should pay a bigger price for its
Mount Mulligan coal supplies. They have
never paid an adequate price for that coal.
We showed a loss on the Mouunt Mulligan
coalmine, but, if the Railway Department
were charged a price for that coal commen-
suratc with what it would cost them to get
coal from the Bowen State coalmine, or of
bringing its coal supplies up frem the South,
then the Mount Mulligan State coalmmo
would be in a much better position to-day
than it is.

Mr. Nimmo: Why should the Railway
Department have to pay more for it?

Mr. JONES: We never got a fair price
from the Railway Departmeut for the Mount

Mulligan coal. The departmental records
will show that I always wanted the Railway

[Mr. Jones.
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Department io pay a than
32+, per ton for 1it.

The SECRETARY FOR RamLways: The Railway
Department says that it js paying too dcazlv
for Mount Mulligan coal, and that it cal
get it from the Bowen State coalmins for
I2s. per ton.

Mr. JONES: 'The R(m.m\ Department
cannot procurc coal from the Bowen State
coalmine cheaper than the price at which
it is supplied with Mount Mulligan coal,
unless it 1s supplied at very much less thar
the cost of production.

The Previxr: Only one man can do that.

3Mr. JONES: Why does the Pre
when making veference to.State enterp
not make reference to the profits from the
Bowen State coalmine?

The PreMier: There are no profits
the Bowen coalmine.

Mr. JONES: There are not?
The Premizr: There are not to-day.

Mr. JONES: During the time that I was
in charge of the Mines Department the
Bowen State coalmine showed a profit, and
the last figures that were available to meo
showed that it was making a profit of £1,900
per fortnight.

The ArrorNey-GeExerRaL: It is showing a
loss on Sleigh’s contract at the present time.

Mr. JONES&: Of course, that may be
under the cost of }nodux,’r‘on but, if the
production were increased Sleigh’s conlract
would not show a loss on those prices. A
grocer might show a loss on some pari of
his business, but not on his whole turnover.
I want to emphasise the point that Mr.
Sleich got the run-of-mine coal; he never
wot the quantities of sereened coal that hon.

highev price

from

members may think he did. He took 67
per cent. of small coal, and we sold some
small coal to Swifts at less than the

price Sleigh paic‘l. Sleigh did not take the
best screened coal produesd at the mine.
He had to take 1bout 60 or 70 per cent, of
the small coal. That is quite another matter.
1 have the Sleigh agreement. I was glad
that the Minister, whea desling with the
Sleigh ag:-ecment, stated that, undsr the
agreement, Mr. Sleigh could demand the
delivery of 800 tons of coal cvery twenty-
four hours.

[11.30 a.m.]

Although. the agreement mentions 500 tons
every twenty-four hours, there is a qualifica-
tion that that opelateb as far as possible
haviug 1egard to the power of the Secretary
for Mincs. Sleigh could mot demand it
whether we could supply it or not; and we
had to make some arranvemenhAfor
cxample, for the supply of trucks from the
Railway Department as the contracts came
in. In that respact there was nothing wrong
iu the Sleigh contract. I took the matter
along to the Cabinet, who deliberately offered
Sleigh the agency for a straight-out sale—
1o commission—at the prices mentioned in
the agreement. We stood to that agreement.

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): Before these Esti-
mates are passed, I hope the Minister will
tell the Committee the definite policy of
the Government regarding the State coal-
mines. Harlier in the session the hon. mem-
ber for Burrum gave us to understand that
the Government were in favour of closing
el the State mines with the exception of
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Bowen. 1 notice that the Mount Mulligan
coalmine has been closed down recently.

The SECRETARY FOR Mixnes: Mount Mulligan
is working to-day. That is another of your
falschoods.

The CHAIRMAN : Ordor!

My, PEASE: If the Mioister will restrain

himself for a moment, he will gain scme
information.
The SecreTaARY ¥OR Mines: No one will

gain information from listening to you.

Mr. PEASE: The Minister must listen to
we.  Is it the Government’s intention {o
closn all the State coalmines with the excep-
tion of the Bowen coalmine? Last Thursday
two trucks of Bowen coal passed through
Maveeba going to Chillagoe. The people of
Mareeba are very concerned to see that,
when right at hand the Mount Mulligan
inine is available to supply any mqunementw

5 Mareeba is the trading centre for Mount
\Lﬂhoan it follows that “the closure of the
\Iount Mulligan mine will be attended with
serious consequences, not only to the people
employed in the mine but to business people
generally. I was seecking information in

‘_(hat regard when the \/lmister so rudely
interrupted me.
The Secrerary ror Mixes: You don't

know the definition of the word.

Mr. PEASE : I waut the hon. gentleman to
ﬁive me the information which the people
of Mount Mulligan and Mareeba claim that
he should give. 'They are very anxious to
see the hon, gentloman and I shall be pleased
to be in the district when he visits it, because,
naturally, as that is his electomto he will
have to give the people the information
which I now seek. The closure of the State
coalmines  will be most serious to many
]r"ople The main question is not that of
the coal produced in those mines.  If these
wines are closed, what is going to happen 1o
{Im persons previously employed? Will not
their being thrown out of employment aggra-
vate the nnonmloymcnt problem? The hon.
member for Paddington, replying to the
interjection of the Secrotaly tor Railways
iliat the Sleigh contract meant a loss to the
Bowen oqlmmec said that it would not
mean a loss if the production of the mine
were brought up to a certain standard. It
was unfortunate that the hon. member’s time
had expired when he was proceeding to
elaborate that statement. It must be realised
that the question of turnover, whether in
mining activities or in a grocery business,
for example——

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The smaller the
tuirnover the greater the cost,

Mre. PEASE: Will the hon.

gentleman be
good cnough to keep quiet?

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
My, PEASE: Let him have a bit of

Jeeoney,
The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
cot any.

Mr, PEASE: When I was so rudely inter-
rupted by a man who does not understand

You have not

vven the rudiments of good manners——
The CHAIRMAN : Order!
Mr., PEASE: Well, the hon. gentleman

:3 none, and he must keep quiet. The idea
of the Sleigh contract was to get rid of coal
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which previously was unmarketable. Ion.
members on the Government side who under-
stand something about the coal business
realise the position. The Bowen conlmine
produces certain grades of coal which are
not roadily aalfeblo and, if you do not get
a, market for that coal what are you going
to do with it?

The Presyirr: Tt is sll marketable.

Mr. PEAST: The Minister knows that
this Bowen coal had been sold before the
Sleigh contract to Swifts and others at a
lower price than Sleigh is paying for ii.

The BecmETARY Fom MInes: BSleigh
Lad any of that description of coal.

Mr. PEASHE: If the Sleigh contract is
cancelled, the prople of Bowen are going to
fecl it. The hon. member for Bowen who,
unfortunately, is ill and not able to be here
to-day, pointed out to the House that he
had received letters—the Premier has received
letters, tco—from the Hssential Service Com-
mittee at Bowen and from the Mayor of
Bowen pointing out what this trade of Sleigh
meant to Bowen—what the effect of ships
coming there meant to the port. The
Government must take all these matters into
consideration. The hon. member for Bowen
also stated that, if the Government destroy
the trade that Sleigh has brought to Bowen,
then they wiil have to get something else
to take its place. How are the Government
going to get rid of that coal, which, until
Sleigh came into the market, was unsajeable?
They will have to sell it at one-third the
price that Sleigh is paying for it. I want
to know what 1s_happening in regard to the
Government’s policy in connection with State
coalmines, Are they going to closc all these
mines doswn?

never

A considerabls amount of discussion has
taken place recently in regard to Mungana.
Iverybody here kuows that members of the
late Upper House went to- the North and
investigatod the Chillagoe deal. The Govern-
ment of the day was a Labour Government,
but we had an Upper House in possession
which was not a Labour House at the time.
That Upper House appointed a committee,
and its report is in the library for anyone
to read. This committee reported favour-
ably on the taking over of Chillagoe. I was
a member of the Cairns Harbour Board at
the time, and we formed a committee in
Cairns to meet the Upper House Committee
to give evidence, because the people in that
district realised what a great thing it wouid
be to have Chillagoe restarted. We were
able to put such information Dbefore the
members of the Upper ¥ouse Committee as
to induce them to agrec that Chillagoe should
be restarted. Later, the late Auditor-General
(Mr. Robertson) was sent to Chillagoe, and
surely to goodness, if anything was wrong,
it was his job to find it out! Mr. Robertson
reported that Chillagoe should be kept going.
His report was presented to Parliament, and
is in the records for anyone to read. Later
on a Commission of Inquiry was asked for
by members of the Opposition. Why Mr.
MeCormack did not grant a Commission I
cannot say. I myself and a good many mem-
bers of the Labour Party were in favour
of the appointment of a Commission because
we wanted the truth, and we still want it
But Mr. McCormack sent the present Auditor-
(General to Chillagoe with full powers, and
he gave him the services of a mectallurgist.
He gave him power to do anything he wanted

Mr. Pease.]
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and to make a full investigation in regard to
Chillagoe.
Mr, Warren: He did not.

Mr. PEASE: Mr. Beal, the present
Auditor-General, is a most honourable gentle-
man—more honourable than most hon.
members opposite.

The ArrorNey-GENERAL interjected,

Mr. PEASE: The people outside your
district would not listen to you the other
night.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It was the Pad-
dington hoodlums who disturbed the meet-
ing.

Mr. JONES (Paddington): T rise to a
point of order. Is the Attorney-General in
order in referring to my clectors in those
terms ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
lums of Paddiagton.

It was the hood-

The CHAIRMAN: There is no point of
order.
Mr. PEASE: Mr., Beal was sent to

Chillagoe with a free hand to investigate
anything and cverything in connection with

Chillagoe.
Mr. KyrLso: No.
Mr. PEASE: IIe was. The hon. member

read his report when he came back.
Mr. Krrso: e was not.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask
the hon. member for Nundah not to inter-
nlllpt the hon. member for Herbert continu-
ally.

Mr. PEASE: Evidently the truth hurts,
and the truth is all we want. We want a
Royal Commission in connection with these
mining industries. We ask the Premier
immediately to appoint the Chief Justice of

Quecnsland as a2 Royal Commission to
inquire into the Mount Isa business, and we
mako that request in all 51ncer1ty The

Premier made a statement to-day to the
effect that he was going to do certain things,
and every hon. member on this side is anxious
to hear the truth. We do not care whom it
hurts; we stand up for the honour of the
Labour Party of Queensland and the honour
of this Parliament. The Premier, in
answer to our request, uses the plea that
he is holding it up because Mr, McCormack
is overscas and he made a certain promise to
him. The hon. gentleman can go ahead with
the Mount Isa business if he likes—everyone
krows that, and even the Attorncy-General,
who does not know much about law—

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I am going to
keep this debate within reasonable bounds.
I must ask the hon. member for Herbert to
restrain himself in his remarks which lead to
to much interruption. I would ask him to
try to be a little reasonable in his criticism.
I am referring more particularly to his refer-
ence to the Aitorney-General.

Mr. PEASE: I will withdraw that. Woe
want to know everything about these mining
transactions. It 1s said that the minmng
industry is full of scandals, and that an 011
scardal is 2lso going to develop later on.
Everyone knows that the Minister is simply
the executive head of the Department of
Mines. The cfficials of the Depariment of
Mines and other departments must all be
corrupt if th“y permit things which hon,
mambers opposite say are done—from the

[Hr. Pease.
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Under Secretary of each department right
through. Everybody knows what is gomng
on. Do hon, members opposite 1eahse that
the officials of every department are honour-
able men? What has been said here is a
slur on the Under Secretary and other
responsible officials in the Department of
Mines, When I mentioned that the late
Auditer-General, Mr. Robertson, and the
present  Auditor-General, DMr. Beal, were
appointed with full powers to investigate
mining affairs and to go into matters regard-
ing Chillagoe and other places, I was told
by hon. members opposite that it is not so;
but everybody knows that that is the caso.
We realise what the mining industry has
meant to the far North, We read with
interest the report of the late Auditor-
General, Mr. Robertson, in which he coun-
selled the Government to continue its opera-
tions in the Chillagoe district. Mr. Beal was
also sent up there and made an interesting re-
port. It was not cloaked over. The then Pre-
mier, the hon. member for Cairns, had it
printed for everyone to read. We do not desire
anything else but the truth. I might conclude
by going back to where I started—that we
demand this Royal Commission. We say that
the sooner it is appointed the better. We
contend that it is not wise to link np Chilla-
goe with Mount Isa and Mungana. Let us
have @ Royal Commission to deal first with
Mount Isa, and then, if the Premier is
concerned about the abscnce of Mr. MeCor-

mack, he can appoint the same judge to

proceed with the Chillagoe and Mungana
inquiry. [ have been in the North all my
life, and spent many years in the Chillagoe

district, I know the place, and T know the
peopls of Chillagoe and of North (ucens-
iand, They are not at all concerned as fo
anything bui a Cnmmhsmn to clear up ‘111
these matters  They realise the facts of
the case, and they say, “ Why can we not
have this commission to clear the matter
up?’  The sooner the Premier appoints
a commission and lets the people of Queens-
land know the truth the sooner will the
people of Queensland and those representing
the Labour Party be satislied.

Mr. KELSO (Vundah): The hon. member
for Paddingtor has informed the Committee
at great lengih that he thinks he has a
perfect right to hold shares in any com-
pany. That is so. He has a legal right;
but the question is not whether he has a
legal right to hold shares in any ecompany,
but whether it is c\pcdlent for a Minister
to hold shares in certain compavies which
may be concerned in g,overnmenta.l action.

Mr. Joxes: Do you intend to challenge
my vote on the Mount Isa Railway?

Mr. KELSO: I will explain what T pro-
pose to do. When the question of Mungana
tame up some years ago, the point was not
whofher it was legal to do what members
of the Opposition then suggested had been
done, but whether it was right for a wman
cecupying a leading public position as a
Minister of the Crown to do what certain
members opposite have donc—that is, accept
as gifts shares in a comp“ny from which
they might draw a very large profit.

Mr. JoxNes: I had no shares in Mungana.

My, KETLEO: T am
the hon. member had.
member is concerned, I am going to confine
my remarks to Mount Isa, T want to hbe
quite fair. I think that the hon. mcmbee
hirnself will remember that, when I was

not suggesting that
So far as the bon
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talking about Mungana on a previous occa-
sion the hon. member challenged me by
way of interjection—‘‘ Hansard 7 will show
it—and I said that I had never found in my
investigations that the hon. member for
Paddington had anything to do with Mun-
gana. I am dealing with the hon. member
on the stand he made this morning. He
practically made an ad misericordiam
appeal to the Committee. Ile told us
the other day that he bought shares for
3ls. and sold then for 27s., and thereby made
a loss. T still agree with the Attorney-

General that, even if we agree that he did-

buy and sell those shares like that, some-
times it is not prudent for a Minister of the
Crown, occupying in this casc the position
of Secretary for Mines, to buy shares in a
company which later on may be_concerned
in the Covernment’s acticns. He should
fight shy of them. But just at present I
am taking what the hon member said in
Committee this morning, and what he had
the opportunity of saying last Friday, when
he only told us that he had bought shares
and sold at a loss. He did not tell us that
the hon. member for Warrego had given him
shares.
Mr. Joxes: I hought 400 shares—

Mr. KELSO: I would ask the bhon.
tnember, is not the hon member for
Wanego right this morning in saying that
he gave the hon. member 200 shares in
Mount Isa?

Mr. Jones: T bought from Mr. Randolph
Bedford 1,600 shares at a cost of £362 10s.,
which was about par value.

Mr. KELSO: That may be quite correct,
but I am asking the question again—-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member cannot continue to ask the hon.
member for Paddington questions.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member has tried
to justify himself, and now we are told thot
the hon. member for Warrego gave him 200
shares.

Mr., JoxEs: As a wmatter of fact, I bhad
no right to speak on Fridav on this question.
I had made the first specch after the Minis-
ter, arsd after thM the wrangle began, and,
naturally, I could only get in a few inter:
jections,

My, KELSO: You say, Mr. Robertz, that
I cannot aszk the hoa. member r]uotons
Ver: well. We wers told this mornirg ‘that
the hou. member was presented be the hon.
member for Warropo with 200 shares as a
gift.  All this “hot air” bw the Deputy
Leader of the Oppoesition with refercnce to

an iuquivy and all that sort of thing s
“beps ng the question.®  We must come
to the aquestion of propriety when

with what these gentlemen havs

Brpororp: What a gom you are «n
: You are too small and mean and
mi-crable to help anzbody.
The CHAIRMAN: Ovder! T ask the hon.
nme‘M to Vvltﬂdia,‘ the expression.
Mr. Bopionrn: All right,
The CHATEMAN - I ask the hon. gentle

men to ris: aud withdraw.
Mre. Brniorp: I withdraw.
The CUHATRAIAN: T wuent the hon. mom-
ber to get upon his feet and withdraw,
Mr. Bepromrp (rising): I withdraw,

1829—3 ¢
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Mr, KELSO: We can associate all these
people with these shares, and we have the
ex-Minister to-day stating that he would

not be infiuenced by a g1f1 of shares. One
reads in this morning’s paper that Mr.
&. Theodore states distinetly, with a

sneer, that a present of 500 shares to him-
self and Mr. McCormack would certainly
not influence any action on their part. He
says it is a were trifle  Of course it is a
mere trifle. We all know that he is a rich
man; but it is the principle of the thing
that is involved. Before ex-Ministers.
accepted one share, they should have remem-
bered that for men in their positions it is
well to avcid even the appearance of evil,
The hon. member for Paddington knows that
a man who is a trustee for & beneficiary—the
Attor ney- -General will bear me out in this—
has to be more particular with trust matters
than with his own private affairs. The hon.
member was the trustee for the public, and
cccupied a high position. The Secrelary for
Mines occupies a high position, or at least
we on this side of the Chamber think so.
The former Premier, Mr. Theodore, and the
iate Premier, Mr. MeCormack, accepted
gifts of shares from the hon. meber for
Warrego, and so far as the public outside
are concerned, I think any reasonable man
would say that the only object the hon. mem-
ber for Warrero had in giving those shares
to those prominent people was that they
should do something for him in relurn.

My, BEDFORD (Warrego): I rise to a
point of order. The hon. member for Nun-
dah has stated that the only reason I had
for giving those shares was that scimebody
should +lo something for me. In the list read
bv me this morning appears the name of
Mrs. Ryan and others who received gift
shares.. What does the hon. member mean?

The CHAIRM AN : If the hon member for
Nundah has made the statement that the
shares were given for the purpose indicated,
then I ask him to withdraw.

Mr. Kgrso: I can hardly follow why 1L
should withdraw. #

Mr. Kirwan: Withdraw!

The CHATRALAN: Ovder! If the hon.
member for Nurndan said that {the shares
were given to Ministers so that they should
do  something for the hon., membor for
Warrrgo, and that is the interpretation of
his vemarks, then I ask him to withdraw.

My, Krereo: The public outside—

The CHAIRMAN: Qrder!

Mr. Kirwar: Obey the Chair,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T say quits
definitely that I am not concer: md at the
moment with the public ouvtside, ¢ hon,
member for Warrogo has stated that ?ho hon,
member  {or ;\‘u.“dzh has acrused him  of

arcs {o DJifisters In anticipation of
3 intstors giving him some rewnrd. If
he mads that stater nent, thon I ask him to
withdraw it
My, Xurso: I did not say that.
tion intrrruption.)
Mr Bawssr-c Of course vou did,
3r, Krwan: Yeu did
Mr KELSO: T said that the only inter.
pretetion thet could be placed by people out-
side upon the acrion cf the hon. mewber for
Warreg o——
Mr. Bepvorp: You did not say anything

of the kind.
Mr. Kelso,]

{Opposi-

s8Y it
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Mr. KELSO: In giving shares to men in
high positions —

Mr. Beprorp: You said the hon.
for Warrezo.

Wr, KELSO:
‘Warrego,

M. Beoror: Do you not kuow that?

Mr., XELSO: Ar.

The CIHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr, Beprown: My, Chairman, I really
insist on a withdrawal of the statenmont. It
was made, and ghou!d be withdrawi,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I am most
anxious that LhL ctatz‘mom should be with-
drawn, if s made. The hon., member
for Nundal says that he did not make the

member

You are the memnber for

Randolph Bedford—-

statement, and I cannot go any further.
Orrostriony  Merpees : Withdraw ! With-
draw !

BMr. KELSO: In defercnce to wou, Mr.
Robelt sud in order to clear the matter up,
01 did say that the hon. member for
Warrege did it with that intention, then L
withdraw I shall put it in another way,
which 1 ihink is quite within my rights.
The public of Que&nuland—~mud of Auatla,ha
by this time—cau come to no other conclu-
wion, and arc expressing it outside, that the
hon. member for Warrego gave these shares

to these highly-placed officials for a certain
alterior motive.

Mr. BEDYORD {(Warrego): Mr. Chair-
man, 1 ask that that statement be with-
drawn.  The hou, member has just stated

that the hon. member for Warrego gave

those shares to highly-placed officials for an

ulterior motive. R
My (Krrso: T did not say that.

The CHAIRMAN: Orderi 1 followed the

hon. member for Nundah very closely on
this occasion, and 1 can assure the hon.

snerber for Warrego—and 1 have to decide
the poin 1—1] wat my ulbupreuatlon is that the
hon. moember for Nundah is maki a refer-
vacs lo the opinion of people outside. 1
would @k the bou. member for Nuudah to
try to continue the debate as got away
from this subject.

KELSO: T also should like to get
from this subject, Mr. Roberts, as it
; nly a iost upsavoury one; but it
ix not of the making of hon. mu'nbc on
side of the Committee. As the Secretary
for Alines caid Vest“rday the muck which
the Opposition talk sbout has not been made
by us, but it is our duty, as custodians of
the public purse, to iry to eclean up the
mess that has been mmade

Mr. Kimmwav: It would be more to the
pom1 to clear up the bribery casc.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member for Pad-
dington has tried to disscciate himsclf from
anything in connection with this matter.

Mr. Jonts: I will please myself what 1 do
with my own cash, My behaviour will com-
pare h the behaviour of any member of
this Assembly,

My, KELSO: The hon member may be
quite right; but there is a bigger judgment
than his—the Judvmcnt of the pgople cutside,
who thﬂ]k mdt there should be no appear-
ance of ¢vil in the doings of Ministers of the
Crown. I say distinctly-—not from my poing
of view, bnt from the point of view of the

[ Mr. Kelso.
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great majority of the people of Australia,
who hold that our public men must possess
a high moral sense of their duties—that it
was dmhnﬂlv wrong for any Minister, under

anees such e this, to have taken

311'. Jo

I beught them.

AMr. KELSO: These shares were taken by
these ex-Ministers of the Crown.

Mere. Joxesg: T bought them.

The SECRFIARY FOR RAILWAVS
buy the 200 that the hon.
Warrego guve vou.

Ay, KELSO: We have to come down to
vilds facl that, if highly placed officials of
the Government had not decided to build a
railway to Mount Isa, the shares in Mount
Tsa Proprictary Limited would not have been
worih the paper they were written on. The
whole thing is mmmﬂx wrong, though not
legally wrong. It i3 unt necessary to have
an inquiry. There are the facts, We have
them here. We say that what hon. members
opposite have dono is pot legally wrong—that
is my own view ol 1rf——but 1t 18 morallv
wrong., and to my mind it is « greater sin
to do a morul wrong than a legal wrong.

GOVERNYENT MEMBERS : llear,

Mr. KELS0O: When the public of Aus-
tralia depart from that high moral sense,
then T say (+od help Australia; and, when
public men depart from that high moral
scnse of duty, I say that we shall deteriorate
very rapidly.  Tf the hon. member for
Warrego has a high sense of public honour,
which I do not think he has -—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 ask the hon.
member to withdraw that statement.

My, KELSO:
Reberts, T withdraw it.
the poorer when ihe wmral sense of the
community  accepts the actions that have
taken place in u“mrd to Mcunt Isa as being
the perfectly right thing to do.

This

You did not
membor for

hear!

In deference to you, M.
Austvalia will be

membey for Pad-
Aluunzana.

morning the lor.
dington spolic with referenes to
Wo are circumseribed in our dealings with
the Mungana qu stion az the ])“‘5“"( time,
although no inquiry has vet been held about
it. 1 take my stand in regsrd to Mungana
in the samoe wav as 1 do with Mouni Isa.
When we debated tie BMunrzana question a

few  years ago, the then Premicr,  Mr.
AeCormack, challspged me (o naks my
siatements oLLt ide of this Chamber.  Ile
repeated  those statoments duving th clee-

tton.  Ile was merely rvaising o smoke
seveen.”  He said publiely in the Norvth that

he challenged any person ‘to make those state-
ments in public,
Mr. Joxes: Why did vour parly eaploy

Jackson to make the statements, insicad of
mal\mv them themselves ? '

"Ar. KBLSO: The hon. weniber is the
csmoke sereen” himself this morne.

Mr. JoNws: I am not. Why didu't your
party make the statements, and net have
them made throush Jackson and (PBrien?

Mr. XKELSO: I say that what M
McCormack dxd the Mungana trans
vas quite lega M. (;omldrd
Theodore, and -I" 1 did in “cutti
that melon” —that syndicate which held

gana—was quite legal; but the whole i.hing
wiar very smollful. Tt was shown that at
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~vhat time the mine was a worthless one,
or, as the hon. member said, it was a for-
feited mine.

Mr. JonEs: According to Mr. Poole’s
report—and he is one of the best engineers
in Australia—the machinery was valued at
£19,030.

[12 noon]

Mr., KELSO: The hon. member for PPad-
dington, as the former $ecretary for Mines,
eannot deny these facts. When the matter
was discassed previously, it came out that
it was reported that the mine was worthless,
ve that on the word of the geclogist.
Joxes: Noj; Saint-Smith reported in

A
favour of it.

Sir. KELSO: When it was taken up by
the syndicate comprising Theodore, McCor-
mack, Goddard, and Reid he reported that
the mine  was  worthles According  to
evidence which we had at the time

Mr. Joxes: We did not buy it without a
report,

Mr. KELSO: That syndicate got if for a
mere soug—for the taking. It was reported
that it was worthles I am not talking
about the hon. member; 1 am talking about
these four men whose names 1 have men-
ttoned. It was a worthless mine. The report
says they immediatels borrowed £1,200 from
the (Government to pump that mine out.
Then there was another inspection made by
the geologist, and, sirange to say, that same
man came to the conclusion that there was
a new Jode found there, and that it was a
very valuable asset to the State.

A GOVERNMENT MrewetR: There was a lot
of pumping going on'!

IIr. KELSO: Yes; but it was necossary
to keep Chillagoe going. We find that somoe
time after that these four men floated their
syndicate into a company, and, of course.
they are protected to the extent of limited
Hability under the Combpanios Act. T have
stated more than once that, according te the
ster in the Supreme Court, William
mack was the holder of 338 shares.
“The hon. member for Cairns did not dens
it Now, I think it is porfectly fair to state
that, according to the rocent information we
have got, Willlam McCormack got four lots
of 908 shares—3.600 altogether—and his cut
ot f 1t was 50 por cenr.—it was a 50-50

ot
cub—and, in addition to thet, he got £1,500.

Mr, Jowes: He caid in this Chambe
he was a shareholder.

Mr. KBELSO: Of course he did. whon I
put it up to him. Hon. moembers will remem-
ber that we were trying to find oul who
were the syndicate. Neither the hon. member
for Paddington, who was then the Secreiury
for Mine: and who was asked about it, nor
the ex-Premier himself, would admit that
William McCormack was a member of that
syndicate,

nat

Mr. Jongs: The share list was never in the
Mines Department.

Mr. KELBO: The hon.
dington .knew that the ex-Premier wazs a
meomber of a syndicate, but he would pot
admit it. It was only when I found out and
told this Assembly that the ex-Premier
admitted that he was in that syndicate.
That syndicate formed thomselves into a
limited liability company—and this is the
gravamen of the charge I make against these

{9 OcToBRER.]

member for Pad-

Supply. 787

people: Whon sitting in the Cabinet as
Ministers of the Crown, Mes:rs. Theodore
and McCormuck agreed to purchase from
Mungana Mines Limited for £40,000 a mine
which, when thoy started on if, was simply
worthless, and in which they were largely
interestod.

Bir. Joxus: Surcly it covld not be worth-
less with £20,000 worth of machinery on 1t?

The  SuorEtary  FOR  RAtLways:  The
machinery was only worth scrap iron.

Mr. KEILSO: Surely the hon, member for
Paddington will admis that the public could
only dvaw one infecrence—thit, as Ministers
of the Crown, charged h the rosponsibilits
of conzerving the public fuxds of the State,
these people agreed to pay £40,000 for a
mine thal wasz =orth very little and in
raspoct of which they were vitally interested ?
Then these men ** cab up the melon,” so to
spealk.

Mr. JoxEa:
they taks out?

Mr, KELSO: I have stated on every occa-

sion that the hon. member for Paddington
has not been connected with Mungana, bub

How many tons of ore did

surely, if he tries to impress the Iouse
regarding his high moral sense, he cannot
detend what these men did. He cannot

defend them, because he must know that it
Is wrong.

Mr. Joxes: I defended the action of the
department regarding the forfeiture.

Mr, KELSG: That is only a side issue. I
am <dealing with what these men got out of
it.  Relatively the same applies to Mount
Isa. The hon. member can throw svhat
sinokae-sereens he likes: but there is not the
slightest doubt that shares were given to
men in high positions—to the Premier (Mr.
Theodore), Mr. McCormeck, My, Jores, and
Warden Dunlop.

Me. Brororn: The v len did not got any
sharcs. I was not friendle with him.  {(Go-
vernment laughter.)

Mr., KELSO : Well, the wi
goi shares. At all events, those men, who
could do scerthing to puwsh forwsrd the
wine, were presented with shires.

 of the warden

Mr. Joves: I tell you that my Meunt Iva
shares cost me £362 10z, I gave chegues for
them, and I can show you the butis

Mr, KELSO: We v
that you gor shar
public outside are
1t s an immoral thing for
important, public positions &
things, because they must be bi
] i ir own business on.
ral, what they have

this mornivy
to vou. Thoe
this fact—that
> hold

done 13
have a periect right to sa

that it ra
ors oppesite tell

us that we ars muck-rakers! it s
uck-raking, we¢ ought to be proud of the
ack-raking, because we have the honour
We have the honocur
ke, and it will be a poor

day when hon. members, such as we hs on
the other side of the House. support
thingz—or, 2% least, some of them, beeause
somme of them do not agvee with what has
been done. I am not going to include the
whole of them, because I know there aro
some honourable men on the other side who
do not agree with this. I do not include the
hon. membser for Brisbane, who is waving his

Mr. Kelso.]
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hands. Probably that hon., member would
have liked a cut as well as the others, and

perhaps he is jealous because he was left

out of it. We have to be careful in regard fo
any matter where there is the slightest

appearance of evil.

Mr. PeasE: Your Acgent-General will have
to be careful, too.

Mr, KELSO: We have a public right ro
bring these things up, and all the speeches
made since on this question have clouded
the issue. They get away from the basic
facts. You cannot alter basic facts, and 1
believe that the judgment of the people of
Australia will be against the action that
these people took. The prime mover in the
whole matter and the leading spirit at the
head of it was the hon. member for Warrego.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): I hope thas
the Department of Mines will soon cause
Mr. Dunstan’s report on his geophysical
expericnces in  Hurope to be published.
While on that subject, it is well that the
public generally should be warned against
the fact that the present geophysical crowd
operating in Queensland have been in too
much of a hurry over a new job to give the
Roma oilfield a fair chance. On the very
widely distinct evidence of two holes, distant
10 or 15 miles from one another, bottomed
m granite, Geologist Dr. Jensen, who allows
his imagination to run away with his know-
ledge, immediately invented a sunken
granite range. Immediately on that the
geophysioal crowd, who had only examined
2 few square mncs—pmbabl; only a few
hundred acres—out of 200000 square miles,
decided that failure at Roma had to be
recognised and should be acecepted.

Tlﬂev did this to my nnnd for the purpose
of * keeping their marble  good so that they
should get work at the very remunerative
prmo‘ charged by them on areas examined
i Queensland. Dul;n_rg the last four days
Australia Roma Oil. No. 2, has bottomed
on Blvthedale, and the reports are that the
lazt 4 feet show the core to be saturated with
oil. In th's way, and probably on the same
lines, Stewart’s Mooga is in an excellen*t
position for getting results., Naturally the
Attornev-General-—wha has already stated
that a Sceialist should nct have a complotn
pair of hoota-—will nrabubly bolicve that an
Archbishop of a religion larvdy founded on
the "lonhf"urn of poverty should not have

anvthine to do with drill ng for oil. I my-
self appl the Arch it.  That
is an ordirarvy c“"/ons : If he does
strike otl, vill be a ge nd thing.

The Arrorney-GeNerar: 1 did not say any-
thing abrut the Arshhishon.

Mr. REDFORD: The hon. pentleman did

but he

Socialist nat

He weuld, nert
“hy

not sav that ahout the Archbizhon.
riede the vemork about the
havi prir of beots

t i
y tho nart of the
ArronNey-0

The
anvthine +to him 1tk
and Theodlarn?

R Do vou suggest
vou did to McCormack

T ¢

The CHAINMAN: Order!

Mr. BEDWORD - I whh to refer to the
debrio of last Fridav on the Mining Truss
Limited Agroosani Ratifieation Bill, whinh
L was  imeedintels lost sight of in
the necessite for the muckrakine (Imln(r the
dav, 2nd certain results were obtazined by
that. In the first place, quite a lot of

[Mr, Kelso.
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political propaganda was put out for nexk
Saturday. In the second place, the Bi.l
itself got through its second reading with
very little scrutiny. Nothing could be worse
for the general benefit of mining in this
country than that Bill. The Secretary for
Mines left the Bill alone, and attacked me
in comnection with Mount Isa with such
ferocity that it looked like fear—either fear
or the necessity for side-tracking. During
his speech he made this rxdlculou% state
ment-——

“I do not know, Mr. Speaker, whether
you are aware of it, but what happened
m the case of Mount Isa is what
prompted these people first of all to
declare that they would not do anything
urntil they were granted a concession to
safeguard their interests in the event of
their discovering anything that was valu-
able cnough to do it. In the case of
Mount Isa there was a company called
the Mount Isa Proprietary Company,
and after a certain time when the Mount
Isa Mines, Limited, wanted to branch
out on a larger scale—and it is only by
branching out on a large scale in these
areas that it is possible to make both
ends meet—what did they discover ?”’

I do not know how he would “ make ends
meet ”’ by “ branching out in a large way.”

Apparently he means that they wish to play
both ends against the middle.

The - SEcRETARY FOR MINES:
you make ends meet.

Mr. BEDFORD : The Secretary for Mines
said it was decided that this ccncession must
be given because the Mount Isa Proprietary
Company had made the Mount Isa Mines,
Limited. pay £125,000. He led us to believe
that; he even used the term “ blackmail 7,
and went so far as to say that men had
sat down on leases and refused to do any-
thing with them, and that it was necessary
to pay £185.000 “blackmail > to get them
out of it. What were the facts? In order
to give hon. members the faets, I shall read
the statement made by Mr. J, Millican, wno
iz well known and respected in this State.

An OprpostzioN MEMBER: A member of their
partv.

Mr. BEDFORD: Yes, and he was at one
tive an enti-Lebour member for Charters
Towers with Mr. Paull.  The * Brisbans
Courier ” yepert states—

“ My, J. Millican, who was cha’rman
of dnw?m: of the Mount Isx Pr oprmtar ]
Sitver Lead. Limited, from the time of

formation of the company to 1t
!datien, made a statement yesterday
vepording the charges which were mada
in the Legisiative Assembly on Fridar
recardirg the r’ontro] of the cemany,
Mr. Mlliean, who is making a visit #o
Brisbane, is \qu known as a partner n
the late firm of K. D. Miles and Com-
rany, of Charters Towors. and at ons
i'me he renresented that electorate witn

I know how

Mr. W. J. Paull, in the Legislative
Aviembly,
“omp

ha aftempta to make a ccandal,”
he r“lr‘ vestorday, ¢are ridiculous. I
joined the loard of Mount Isa Provrie
tare. Limited, at its incenticn. in Feb-
ruery, 19240 We paid the prospectors
£95.000 in cash. and snent £27.000 in
developpent, proving the Thus ore-bhody
at 230 fact wide dewn to 600 feet.

‘¢ Mount Isa Mines offered us first
£35,000 to take over our options {they
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to pay the prospectors the £25000 pur-
chase money), and we refused it. We
also devcloped the Black Rock ore-body
in the OUut-on-her-Own, and then Mount
Isa Mines, through Mr. Corbould, agreed
to pay us for the greoup £130,000 n
shares.” ”

Mr. Millican forgot to say that later
Mount Isa Mines Limited, in an attempt to
get these propertics at a lesser figure—-after
they had attempted practically to * jump”
them, which is their favourite game—rushed
our shares on the market at 3s. so that we
could not get Bs. par value for rescrve shares
in order to get the £25,000 to pay the pros-
pectors. At the same time they offered the
prospectors £10,000 extra cash if they would
break ocur option and give the leases to that
company—and thus did not give us anything
for expenditure—

“Thix, however, Mr., Millican added,
was not carried into effect.
Mount Isa Proprietary tried to put out
the reserve shares to pay the purchase
price of £25,000, its stock was quoted at
8s., so that most of the sharcholders
would not take up their quota at 5s. The
£25,000 could not be raised when due,
but Mr. Bedford went to the field, paid
£14,000 to the prospectors, and secured
an extension of time for the payment of
the balance, Subsequently, Mount Isa
Mines bought the Mount Isa Proprie-
tary’s leases for £125,000 in shares.

¢ Mr. Bedford took up his full quota.
of reserve shares—23,000—and paid the
company 5s. cach for them,” Mr. Millican
continued. ° The statement that he gave
away shares—several thousands in all—
to friends in Melbourne, Sydney, and
Brisbane, is quite true. Our operations
as Mount Isa Proprietary Silver Lead
Liimted, bad developed such a tonnage
of ore that we were unwilling to sell
Mount Isa Mines Limited; and Mr. Bed-
ford fought against the sale of the
property si any price, as he wished to
operate the mines for our own company.
To say that rhere was anything but the
cleanest and most honourable dealing on
our part is absolutely false. Our share-
holders were nearly all small people, and
we fought as much in their interests as
our own. Wo were pleased to be able
to give cvery sharcholder neariy 10s. in
Mount Isa Mines serip for every 5s.
invested in Xlount Isa Proprietary, and
our sharebolders who held Mount Isa
Mines shares until they were £2 got
20s. for every Es invested, After the
first allotment of shares in February, 1924,
not another share was allotted except for
cash, par value, paid to the company.

The statement of one speaker in Par-
lament last Friday that the * public
was left lamenting,” is simplr foolish.

The public concerned were the share-
holders.  ¥For 260,000 Mouni Isa Pro-
prietary shares of B58s.. sharcholders
received 125000 shares in Monnt Isa
Mines, which are now standing at about
£2, so for cach 8s. invested, Mount Isa
lﬁ’lio’p}:letm-y harcholders reesived nearly

As T said
“ Courier V—
“1 wanted to hold these mines and
work them scparately, because the
methods of Mount Isa Mines Limited
showed me that production was far off.
The field—discovered in 1923—would not

be a producer till 1931.”

myself In a letter to  the

[9 Ocroser.]
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In regard to the railway, the Government
were secured by an absclute debenture. Of
course, it was done in the time of the pre-
vious Government, and that sccurity was, in
the first place, held by the Commissioner
for Railways as security for the £150,000
that the company was to guarantee against
operating losses on the railway; but this
Parliament has since ayrced to a proposal
to waive that security, bucause the company
could not get meney in London because it
could not give a first mortgage.

The position now is—thaf the company has
200,000 shares under offer at £2 due in
1930, and 400,000 shares under offer at £2 10s.
in 1931, and against this the English com-
pany is advancing certain moneys for the
development of Mount Isa on a. very slow
scale of progress indeed. Hon. members can
see that if the price of lead were suddenly to
take a big drop, the easiest thing in the
world would be for them to come in with
their debentures and secize the property,
leaving the sharcholders to get oul as best
they could, because the debenture is only
taken up at the company’s convenience, as
and when required, and in this way they
would be able to get the property back into
a few hands. For this reason I have sold
my shares, and have given that advice to my
friends. The point about the transactions
of Mount Isa Proprietary Silver Lead
Limited is that they are so clean that the
man who does not agree is wilfully blind or
does not understand. For the rest of 1,
the shares given by me to any of my friends
will, I hope, be an early subject of the
inquiry by the Royal Commission that I
asked for,

In the meantime, what kind of statements
were made about this on Friday last? Three
or four of the most irresponsible members of
the House, including the Secretary for Rail-
ways, made certain remarks. The Secretary
for Railways was so cowardly that on Friday
ho described John Wren as one of the
greatost scoundrels in Australia, bub on
Saturday on receiving his ** Hanrard ”” proof
he altercd the words to ¢ undesirable person.”
¢ Mr. Wren is an undesirable person to
a person like the Seorvetary for Railways,
then I congratulate Mr. Wren. The ful-
mination on Friday was intended only for
the purpose for which if was used, and that
was to make political propaganda against
My, Theodors, just as the coincidence of the
Reid bankruptcy case being iried at this
moment also requires explanation. Strangely
enough, the Sunday papers did not touch
this at all. but immediately the staff was
out—and even before it was uttered, I believe
——arrangements had been made for this stuff

to be eont all over the country. 1t was
referred to in such terms as ¢ Shecking
Scandal’ : © Charges made in the

Ran:dolph Bedford and Mount
of the Biggest Scandals cver

=i

Assernbly”: ¥
Tsa’’; ** One
Perpetrated.”
ATy, Maxwenn: What are vou auoting?
3r. BEDTORD : The Bundaberg « Times.’
“Did the Hon, Member for Warrego Recelve
£20,000 77 —inforring that he had beon ‘‘pinch-

3

ing.” The statcments by such distinguished
muck-rakers as the hon. member for
Nundah

The CHAIRMAN : Order! T ask that that
word be withdrawn.

Mr. BEDFORD: Certainly. We had the
efforts of those distinguished critics, the
hon. member for Nundah, the hon. member

Mr. Bedford.]
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the bea. member for Oxloy—
¢ him I like Elphinstone, although
“im when he was here—and
hed eritic, Am Sceretary for
> fuiled l)()u om - because of his
but alsn because of his high
All thess gentlemen joined
xvm\x»t that it was the
atest geandal that

I invite them
them this morning, 1o say

1101\ of
fiterazy

i the g

grestest crime
had

eror been ¢ ommitt
as I invited

outside. T inciude the Secretsry for
too. If they will do that, and tell

1 e time and plees——e
The Szcwrmiry ror MiNE You will run

snd hide.
BEDFORD: I

away

L, shall have witnesses

‘k.‘"uJ snd guove Lhmn a writ within twenty-
four hours,

Mr Kiiso: Good old writ!

Ar. BEDFORD: I do not mind giving

them writs. because I am not afr=id of vettmg
mto the witness-box. The hon. member would
be afraid to zo there because it is too close
to the dock

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I am not going
to permit the debate to continue along these
Iines. I k.sk the hon. member to withdraw
his remark, ax anplied to another hon. mem-
ber, that the witness box would be too close
to the dock

r. BEDFORD : I withdraw the statement
that it is too near the dock.

Mr. Krrso: It is a dirty thing to make a
statement and then withdraw it.

The CHAIRMAN : I ask that the statement
be withdrawn,.

Mr. BEDFORD: I

podr. withdraw i, Mr,
oberts.

All kinds of things have been said
about us, and were permitied to be said
about us last Friday, but no attempt was
made to compel hon, members to withdraw
them.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are now
1 Committee, and T am the Chairman.

Mr. BEDFORD: It happencd last Friday.
I have made the offer to hon. membms that
;,‘frm should go outwdp and make the state-
wients ‘maL they muade last Friday. I dare
them to do if, because I assure them tlmt a

Wrn‘. will issuc within twenty-four hour L
Fame

give the

varning to Lhoqo nwvwauprs
mislad  into believing  that
odund the statement
“mcvnber Im1 :\Ekndah, the
Enoggera, the hon. mem-
and the Rof‘rvhrv for Rail-
t I leave this matter until
will  be quickly dore—the
a spenial Ro_v;\i Commission
1t nothing else.
RAITLLWAYS

The hon.
resumed his
r the Chamber.
s, Becuwse he has made
i hos. mombers and; like

on ceris
Tuars

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
would sooner the hon. member for Warreﬂo
remained bec:iu\o I do not like to say any-
thing in his alsence.

[Mr. Bedford
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Mr. WINSTANLEY (Quecaton): Ar.
Roberts, I rise to a point of order. Is the

in order in calling a member of
cmbly a coward?

The SrerETARY $OR RAILWAYS:
n covard, he runs away.

Me, WINSTANLEY: Is the Secretary
for Railways in order in making that state-
ment ?

Tno CHAIRMAN : Order!
the Sesretary for Ratlways =
the point of askisg him to withdraw,
Le did not say that the hon. member
Warrego was a cowa

'\4 r. WINSTANLEY :

The CHAIRMAN : I suggest to the Secre-
hny for Railways that he withdraw.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
Mir. Roberts, if you suggest that 1 should
do so, then I withdraw, If a man dces not
stand up and take his grucl, what is he?
He rese and made his speech in this Chamber,
attacked certain hon. members, and then
did not remain here to take his gruel, but
ran away. 'The hon. member for Warrego
said that, in his goodness of heart, he gave
a certain number of shares to certain
ox-Ministers in the late ,Government and
others. His friends included certain men
holding high public positions. His friends
did not include the honest hon. member for
Bowen or the meeck and mild member for
Balonne.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
gentleman is not in order in referring to
an horn. member as being meek and mild.
H. does not say so in any sincerity at all.
I would ask him to make his speech in
another way.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
('ertain ordinary members of the rank and
{ile of the late Goverpment Party werc not
included in the list of friends who received
free gifts of shares in Mount Isa at the
hands of the hon. member for Warrego, The
men who received free gifts of shares from
him were men holding hlgh 1mp0rtant posi-
tions in this Parliament. They included Mr.
Theodore, the Premicr at the time, Mr.
AcCormuack, the Secretary for Public Tands

I said, like

I heard what
aid. I was on
but
for

Ho said like a coward.

¢ thne, and Mr. Jones, the then Secre-
for Mines,
Joxrs Tm voun understand tiat my
cob iae £7627
SECRETARY TFTOR RAILWAYS:
am not going to Jotl with that. ‘hose
ihvee men were nien who could (70 “much to
the value of the properts held by
caipany at Mount Isa. They were In a

to inereasze the value of that pro-
pevis by 600 or 700 per cent., and I have
indicatesl how that <omethis lg 3s eve Prmdv

dene. Those three inisters of the Crown
at the time naturally gained considerably by
having these prosentations made to them by
the hon member for ¥Warrego., The hon.
member for Paddington w ould make his case
wuch better i, as the hon. member for
Warrego admitted in  this Chamber this
moirning, he admifted that the hon. member
for Warregs presented Lim with 200 shares.

NMr, Joxes: On 3vd March T got 400 shares,
which cost me £50. 1f you call that a pre-
sent, then I do not.

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
The point is that the hon. member for Pad-
dington is trying to make us believe that he
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gave £50 for 400 shares. The hon. member

for Warrego states that the shares were
valaed at 3-. cach. What realls happened
was this: The hon. member for Warrego

presented the Bon, member for Paddington
with 200 shsres for nothing, and, as the
Istter has indicaied. on the same day he pur-
chasod 200 s for £50. Now the hon.
member for Paddington wants to tell this
Chambes that he ot 400 shaves for £50.

Mr. Joxes: I bought 400 <hares.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member {for Paddington did not
purchese 400 sharcs on that particular day.
It would be much botter for him if, as the
hon, member for Warrego admitted was the
correct position, he admitted that the hon.
member for Warrego gave him 200 shares
and that the Dbalance of the shares were
paid for. T quite honestly believe that the
hon. member for Paddington purchased the
balance of the shures, but, with the infor-
mation at our disposal, there is no doubt
that he received 200 shares as a present from
the hon. member for Warrego, notwithstand-
ing that he, with tears in his voice, has
endeavoured to mislecad houn. members into
believing that he was an honest, straightfor-
ward man.

My, JoNES: So I am.

Mr. HaxLox: Do you suggest he is not?

Mr. Joxex:

Bring up your oil scandal.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Never mind about the oil scandal, That
will come sooner or later, and the hon.

member for Paddington will be very sorry
when it does come; but it is coming ‘as sure
as night follows day. There will be an oil
scandal, and the hon. member will be con-
nected with it.

[12.30 p.m ]

. The hon. member for Paddington tries to
infer that there is nothing wrong in a
responsible Minister of the Crown, in charge
of the Department of Mines, holding shares
In mining companies. I grant that, provided
the Minister concernced has paid for those
shares. But we find that the hon. gentle-
man, when Sceretars for Mines, was given
200 sh: and accepted them as a  gift.
Why did the hon. geatleman, oceupying the
high and importunt office of Secretary for
Mines, acerpt o gift of 200 shares?  Had
the hen. gentleman paid for those shares,
nothing could be said; but the hon. gentle-
man cannot couvince the moembers of this
Parliament cr the people ouiside that he did
not receive 200 shaves as a gifr.

Mo Joxis vereived 1600 :haves, for
swhich I id £362 10,

The STCRETARY FOR RAILWAVS:
The heo ser received 200 shares as a

free sifr. T4

ae hon, member cannot deny it,
scoing thot the bon. moember for Warrego
has stared definitely that he gave the ex-
Socvetars for M 200 shares as a gift.
L5 is an eviracrdinary thing that the vank
and file of the Labour PParty, when thev
oceupicd the Government benches, were not
approacted with free gifts, but only men
who oceupied hizh and important positions.
and who would be abie to introduce a Bill
fa this Chamber to build a railway or do
something clie which would make certain
shares valuable. They were the people who
were approached, and who, according to the
hon. member for Warrego, were given a

[9 OcrorER.]
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personal intercst in a coviain niining eom-
pany.

On the qaestion of coal supplied to the
Railway Departmens, [ propeso to guote
evidesen to show that the ex-Minister, who
was in charege of the Department of Mines
for a considerable poriod, is not acquainted
with the facts of the case. T have had a
statenwent prepared on this maiter by the
Commnissioner for Railways—--

Mr. Jox Where was T wrong?
The SECRETARY FOR RAILAWAYS: I

will show the hon. gentlernan.  As Scrretary
for Railways, I am paturally desirous of
getting coal for the Railway Departinent at
as cheap a price as possible; and it is not
my intention to pay a higher price simply
to bolster up a State mine if T can get my
coal requircment: at a lower price from
private cuterprise. The statement which haz
been specially prepared for me rveads—

“ORDER% ON STATE COALMINES.
CETYX NO. 3 STATE. COALMINE,

“ The total coal orders placed by this
department on the Styx mine during last
financial yecar were 43,369 ton: for
£19,874. The price charged was 24s. per
ton, but under an agreement entered
into in October, 1928, with the Mines
Department a rcbate of ls. per ton has
been allowed, which reduces the charge
to 23s. per ton.

“ Of the total ionnage supplied by the
Styx mine, 23.754 tons went to Rock-
hampton; 5,146 tons to Gladstone; 2,050
tons to Mount Morgan; and 12.439 tons
to Mackay.

“The cost (including freight) to the
abovementioned depots compared with
that from other pits in the Central
Division, and Collinsville to Mackay, is
as shown hereunder—

Rate per
Rate per ton at
— ton at | depot,
pit. | including
| freight.
To Rockhampton-— s d.
Ix Hartley (State mine) 26 6%
Ex Blair Athel .. .. 23 7
1ix Blackwater 22 b
Ex Bluff 21 2%
To Gladstone-— ~
Ex Hartley (8tats mine) 23 9 2% 5
Ex Blair Athol . .. 37 6 5
Ex Blackwater .. .. 17 6 25 3%
Ex Bluff .. .. %08 24 0k
To Mount Morgan—
Tox Hartley (State minc} 23 0 6k
Bx Bla thel .. .. 3 7 3%
Jix Blaciowater .. . 17 6 7
Lx Blaft ., .. NS 16 9 4
To Mackay— B
Ex Hartley (State mine) 23 0 . 27 10%
Ix Blair Athol .. . 7 81 31y
Ex Tiackwater . 17 4 2610
Tix Bintt 166 7
Fx Collinszville 150 22 11

Collinsville coal is vecosnised to be a frst-
class coal for railway purposes—

“ Tt will be observed, therefore. that it
is not an cconomic propssition to plece
orders with the Strx State mine at all
If that mine were not operating, there
would be a saving to the department of,
approximately, £11,450 in obtaining the
coal now supplied by the Styx mine te
Rockhampton, Gladstone, and Mount

Hon. Godfrey Morgan.]
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Morgan from the Bluff and other col-
lieries in the Central Division, and for
the Mackay depot from Collinsville: bus
there, no doubt, would be difficulty in
obtaining additional supplies from these
collieries so long as the trouble in the
Newcastle district lasts.”

Owing to the trouble in the South thesc
people are able to sell all the coal produced
in those places.

CoLLINsvitLe MINE.

“The total orders on the Collinsville
State mine during the last financial year
were 62,385 tons of unscreened coal at
16s. per ton and 1,103 tons of screcned
coal at 20s. per ton—total £51,011.
According to a recent answer to a 1’arlia-
mentary question asked by Mr. (‘ollins
(vide ‘ Hansard’® No. 8, page 440) the
Secretary for Mines supplied the informa-
tion that the average cost of production
of the coal from the Collinsville State
mine for the year ended 30th June, 1929,
was 13s. 11.9d. per ton. It would, there-
fore, appear thai the charge of 16s. per
ton to the Railway Department is exces-
sive and should be reduced,

MouNT MurLicaNn MiNe.

“The general manager advises the
same rates are charged to the public as
to this department.

_““The total orders placed on the Mul-
ligan mine during the last financial year
were 15416 tons at 32s. per ton, equal
to £24,665: but less coal is now being
obtained from that mine, more of the
requirements for the Cairns district being
supplied from Collinsville.

““Including freight, the cost of Collins-
ville and Mulligan coal at Cairns is about
the same for screened coal. but 3s. 8d.
per ton in favour of Collinsville un-
screened, which is the principal supply.
In addition to that, Collinsville coal ix
stated to be about 30 per cent. better
guality for locomotive purposes than Mul-
higan. It would be better to obtain
supplies from Collinsville.”

Mr. Jones: They do not give the value of
coal per train mile.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We are carrying Collinsville coal at .5d.
per ton per mile, and we are losing a con-
sldoral;h\ amount of money through carrying
it at that rats,

Now T want to deal with Mount Mulligan
mine, vhich was specially mentioned by the
hon, ember.

T Commissioner states definitely that the
Collinsville coal is better than Mount Mulli-
gan coal owing to the fact that it is cheaper
in price, and it iz also 30 per cent. beiter
for locomotive purposes than the Mount
Mullizan ceal.

Mr. Joxes: I think the Mount Mulligan
coal is the better.

. The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It
i3 only right to make this public. The Com-
missioner for Railways is thus advised by his
officers, and the engine-drivers, who use the
coal and who cught to know, say definitely
that the Collinsville coal is 30 por cent. better
quality for locomotive purposes than Mount
Mulligan coal. Tn the face of that opinion,
it would be foolish for the Seeretary for

[Hon. Godfrey Morgan.
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Railways to give orders to the Mount Mulli-
gan coalmine simply to keep that mine in

operavion. It would not be right to do it,
because other people would be penalised
thercby. I am looking at matters from a

railway point of view. We ought {o buy,
other things being equal, in the cheapest
iarket. That is our duty to the people who
own the railways, and who are taxed to make
up for the losses which take place every
vear. The Railway Department has been
practically paying through the nose for
coal in past vears in order to bolster up
State coalmines so that they may show a
prolit, or not show such « great loss. So
leng as a mine only showed a small loss, the
Government of the dar were prepared to
compel the Railway Department to use coal
al a greater price than it could obtain it
for elsewhere,

Mr. Joxes: Can you get the Bowen coal
io the Cairns distriet cheaper than the Mount
Mulligan coal?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That is definitely stated. I must be guided
by wy officers in the matter. The Depart-
ment of Mines will be able to show whether
the Commissioner for Railways is right or
wrong in this particular case. The Com-
missioner is undoubtedly doing his level best
to carry on the railways as economically as
possible, and it is up to me as Minister
to help him in that direction.

Mr. DUNLOY (Rtockhampton): T have
listened with great interest to the debate on
this particular vote. Needless to say, as an
independent member, I am rather disgusted
—and rightly so—at the heat which has
cmanated from both sides. I may say quite
candidly that I stand by anything I have
said outside, as I do by what I say here;
and what T say here 1 am prepared to say

outside. T may say quite candidly that I
quoted outside an extract regarding the

Mungana business, and then pressed for and
hoped that an inquiry would be held as soon
as possible. I hold no brief for either
side. I regret the electricity that went
through this Chamber last night; I really
felt that I was going to be electrocuted by
what was flviug through the air.

No matter what Government might have
been in power, a Royal Commission should
have been appointed long ago to inquire
into Mungana. If a person had to give a
vote on the question, no matter how clear
things might scem on the surface so far as
one side was concerned, no Austrelian with
a spark of British justice would assume that
anvbody was guilty of a thing until he had
heard both sides of the question. Anyone
present in a court of law—even a juryman—
might think, after hearing the evidence and
the side of the case so ably put up by the
barrister prosecuting a person, that the case
was up and he was guilty. DBut, when a
clever legal man on the opposite side gets
up and puts his case, even a juryman is in
doubt as to exactly how to decide.

I regret very much that the ex-Premier
and the present Premicr did not held an
inquiry long ago instead of allowing this
business to come up during the present week.
15 is a very delicate affair, and, whether it
has been introduced for propaganda pur-
poses or not, you never know how anything
which happens at the eleventh hour is going
to swing votes. I hope that no time will
be lost in pushing on with the commission



Supply.

the appointment of which the Premier
announced this morning, so that the thing
may be cleaned up once and for all, with due
regard to the honour of this Parliament and
the officers of the Mines Department, because
the only ideal we should let go abroad is that
the Queensland Government and men in every
walk of life should be fair, clean, and above-
board. It is to the interests of the depart-
ment as well as of the Government that it
should quickly be shown whether there has
been anything ““ crook ™ or not * crook.”

Since others have quoted the evidence
which has been given in a certain case,
I would like to take the opportunity of say-
ing that Robert Alexander Dunlop is ir no
way related to me, (Laughter.)

There has been some suggestion that the
Minister intends to cut out the use of coal
from certain mines. I think that the Styx
has been mentioned, but I hope he will
think twice before ho sends that mine into
oblivion. It produces coal of quite a good
quality, and quite a lot of people have their
eyes on the hon. gentleman in this respect.
If he does what has been suggested I am
afraid that the electricity that was in the
air last night will be as nothing to what
-electricity will be in the air then.

I regret very much what took place on
Friday last, and if an inquiry into such
things is held immediately it can only be
in the interests of the dignity of Parliament.
I feel sure that it is the ambition of the
Premier that what we have seen going on
on the floor of this Chamber should not
continue.

The PreniER: You will get an inquiry.

Mr. IIavtox: Way not give a definite
promise, instead of saying that the matter
will be considered? Why not give a promiss:
that there will be an inquiry at a reason-
ably early date.

_ The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Brisbane): The hon.
member for Warrego took the opportunity of
saying something that I want to contradict.

He said that I wus one of those who did
not want to see the Socialist “ hooted.” On
the contrary, I would like to see the Socialist
~—the true Socialist—* booted,” just as well
“booted ” as I would like to sce the hon.
member for Warrego well “ booted,” but in
a different direction, I remembor that the
hon. member made some reference on a
previous occasion to perfect Socialism. He
almost threatened that he would go outb
and take his clothes off. 1 was a bit con-
cerned, I must admit, that the hon. member
should threaten to take his clothes off,
becanse we all know that even with them on
he is half naked. (Government laughter.)

T am sorry that the hon.
Paddington is not here. I want to be quite
frank with him. I came into this Parlia-
ment with a very high opinion of that hon.
gentleman, but that high opinion has gone in
some respects by reason of the fact that he
has said that he has a perfect right to
invest his momey in a company having
transactions with bis own Government. Ho
has a perfeet legal right to do so. but I
consider that i% is improper for him to do
so. especially when we know there arc hun-
dreds and hundreds of other companies in
the State of Quecensland of no concern to
the Queensland Covernment in which he
could have invested his money. It is an
extraordinary coincidence that he should see

member for
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fit tosinvest his money in a company having
transactions with the Queensland Govern-
ment.  So far as the interests of Messrs.
Theodore and McCormack in Mount Isa are
cencerned, it is a terrible thing to think
that any member of a Government would
take shares for nothing from znother mem-
ber of his own party in the same Parliament.
It is a great pity, in the interests of public
morality and in the interests of the high
standing of Parliament, that Mr. Theodore
and Mr. McCormack should ever have scen
the hon. member for Warrego. Hcn. mem-
bers will remember that, when speaking on
the Address in Reply, I said that the hon.
member for Warrego had been pitchforked
into the Upper House by Mr. Thecdore and
Mr. McCormack because he followed them
round the streets of Brisbane and told them
funny stories. Possibly something has arisen
that may have altered my opinion in that
respect.

It is a great pity for the Government of
Queensland of that time that, when these
ccmpanies were floated and shares issued,
the hon. member for Warrego should have
forsaken his fields in the South to seek fresh
fields and pastures new in Queensland. It
is a fact that the hon. member for Warrego
did interest himself in' Mount Isa. No doubt
he went and viewed the scene of the activities.
He returned and got together the Mount
Isa Proprietary Silver-Lead Limited. He
gave shares in that company to Mr. Theodore
and Mr. McCormack, two Ministers of the
Crown. It was not long after that that the
Queensland ~ Parliament, of which Mr.
MecCormack and Mr. Theodore were Minis-
ters, passed a Bill for the construction of a
wertain  railway. That Bill was carried
through all its stages in the one day—a
thing almost unprecedented in the history
of the Queensland Parliament. It is also
extraordinary that that Bill was pushed
through three readings in the one day on
the last day of the session. It is a fact
that Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-Lead
Limited, in respect of which company Mr.
Theodore and Mr. McCormack accepted gift
shares, was to expend upon the cpening-up
and development of the said properties a
sum of not less than £50,000 on or before
the date when the said railway was com-
pleted and opened for public traffic. It is
ulso a fact that Mount Isa Mines Limited
was to erpend upon the opening-up and
development of the =aid property a =um of
not less than £150,000 before the date when
the said vailway was completed and opened
for puble traffic. Tt is a most sigmficant
fact that, within a few days of that contract,
Mount Isa Proprictary Silver-Lead Limited,
inaugurated by the hon. member for War-
rezo, sold to the Mount Isa Mines Limited
its vights for 125000 £1 shares. Why was
noi  Mount Tsa Proprietary Silver-T.ead
Limited given an opportunity to expend the
£50,000 which it had contracted to expend?
T make that bald statement, and will con-
tent myself with saying nothing more at this
stage. I do not waut to say anything un-
parliamentary. Within a month of the time
that the Duchess to Mount Isa Railwav Bill
was passed the £125000 was paid to tho
hen, member for Warrego, to Mr. Thaodore,
to Mr McCormack, and other members of
the company. What on earth has happened
to those 125000 shares? What did Mr.
Theodore make out of it? What did Mr.
McCormack make out of it? The hon. mem-
ber for Warrego admitted in this Chamber

Hon. N. I'. Macgroarty.]



794 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply.
that he made £40,000 out of it. Tt is not The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The deal
right that a member of Parliament, who, by which 125000 £1 shares were given by

on his own admission, gave away shares to
Ministers of the Crown, “hould make £40,000
out of a transaction like that.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Phe ATTORNEY-GENERAL: This is the
man who poses as a Socialist!  The whole
tragsaction is wrong. It is certainly legal,
but it is improper. Mr. Theodore, in a
statement  made in the press to-day.,
admitied having 500 shares in the company.
What did hc make out of the company?
What did 3Ir. McCormack make out of the
company ? Fmther why did Mr. McCormack
and Mr. Theodorc associate themselves in a
company with a man by the name of John
Wren: Mr., Wren may be a man who i3
respected by some people in  Australia—I
do not know—bui we do know that Mr.
Wren is beyond doubt one of the wealthiest
men in the Commonwealth of Australia. I
want to know why men like Mr. Theodore,
Mr. McCormack, and the hon. member for
Warrego—men who were leaders of the
La.bour Party in this State, and a man who
aspires to become Leader of the Federal
La.bom Party—associate themselves with a
man of wealth while, at the same time, they
pose as socialistic champions of the pcople?
The people of Quecnsland and Australia
can form their own conclusions, 1
repeat that I want to know what
proportion of the total money received
for the Mount Isa mine Mrv. Theodore and
Mr. McCormack obtained. 1 say without
fear of contradiction that their conduct was
improper when they accepted those shares.
1t is a positive fact that, after 2Ir. Theodore
and Mr. McCormack accepted those shares,
they sat in deliberation on the wisdom or
otherwise of constructing a railway to Mount

Isa. They decided to construct that railway.
Immediately afterwards the company in
which they were intercsted sold out for

£125,000, which represented 125,000 £1 shares,

Mr. Hancon: Why don't you tell the
truth ?

- The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I merely,
in  error, transposed pounds for shares.
Because I did so, the hon. member for
Tthaca sald that I was telling lies.

Mr. Haxpox: You were when you said
that.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: T am doing

nothing of the sort.
to ask Mr
of the ti:
how much

I ask the hon. member
Theodore how much he made our
szction, and tlwn we shall know
he made out of his sharoes.

Mr. Haxton: You said that the company
sold their interc-ts for £125000, wl
they were paid in shares,

The ATTORNEY-CENERAL: You said
that I was telline Hes: T am not telling liea.

M)x Kinwax: You seid that ther sold
for £125,600.

The ATTORNEV-GENIRAL: T will not
stand the 119!1. membeyr for Ithuca =aying.
by way of interjoction, that I was telling

fies.
My, Hannox: Yon will have to stand a
lot more than that before you are finished.
12 p.m.]
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
stand it from the hon. member.

The CHAIRM AN : Order!
[Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.

I will not

* pleted twenty {1\0

Mount Isw Mines Limited to the Mount Isa
Proprietary Silver-Lead Limited was finalised
twenty-five days after the passing of the
Duchess to dount Isa Railway Bill, although
the clear understanding of Parliament was
that the XMount Isa Proprictary Silver-Lead
Limited was to spend ab least £100,000 in
opening up and developing that property—
£50,800 before the railway was opened and
£50,000 after it was opencd to traffic. It is
a fact worth noting that that ealu was com-
davs after such an under-

Sceing that the hon.
member for W ego got £40,000 out of ths
deal, what did Messrs. Theodore and
McCormack get out of it?

Passing now to the incidents connected with
the Mungana mines, I wish to emphasise that,
if Mr. McCormack claims legally to be
entitled fo dabble in Mungana, as a politi-
cian and a member of the Government he
was guilty of improper conduct in having
anything whatever to do with Mungana.

Mr. W. Foreaxy Syt : Will you say that
outside ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will say
outside anything I say in here that suits
me. (Opposition laughter.) I have already
spoken outside, and I am not afraid of the
Leader of the Opposition or anybody else.
Prior to the 1926 eclections Mr. McCormack
denied having any interest in the Mungana
leases. At meetings at the Trades Hall and
in Parliament the late Secretary for Mines
stated that he knew nothing whatever about
who were the shareholders other than Reid,
and who shared in the £40,000° which the-
Government gave for the leases in February,
1822. I am only stating that as a fact.

Mr. Joxgs: That is true.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The
gentleman has sajd that.

Mr. Jones: And T stand to it.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

vernment refused a commission of inquiry
into this sale on many occasions. As a
]ulvate indxvuhml 1 remember reading of
the refusal of the then Labour Government
to bold such an inquiry. During the 1926
electior campaigh Mr. MecC'ormack
threatened un interjector at Rockhampton
and Mr. W. J. Vowles at Dalby with a
«rit because theor dared to associate his
rame with the Mungana scandal. When it
was discovered from the share register at
the Suprema (Jonw that Mr. McCormack

: holdsr of 338 shares in the Mungana
tho ex-Premier made a ereat show
o full disclesure of his connection
@ and received the applause of
s of the Government. On that
th Noveniber, 1826—the ex-Premier

standing  as

hon.

The Go-

Qe JHAOL]—“
I

TALG
“In 1917 the leases were
] He was the man who selected
them and took thom up. He formed 2
syndicate to work the show, and I was
one of the syadicate, There weore quite
a number of people in that syndicate.
The hon., member for Nundah was at
much pains to go to the registrar and
find the list of shareholders of that com-
pany.
Now, Mr. Roberts, we find from the evidence

in the ba.nkxuptcy proccedings that Mr.
McCormack was a half-shareholder with

taken up by
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Fredesick Reid, and that, as a Cabinet apted.  4n o chanstive inquiry was made
Minister, he assisted to pub through the by that commission, whith made certain
purchas» of the mines by the Government ygcommendations. Those recommendations
for £40,000. were cmbodied in a Railway Bill, presented
At 2.5 p.m., to this Parliament, »nd carr ied  without
- N . division and without dissent. It was known
o M IRy (l‘ uriow), one of the ;',‘zm‘ol of  nd stated in tho course of the debate, as
Tempervary p‘nmm relieved the Chair- i ncaped 7 will show, that cerfain indi-
man in the chair. viduals were shareholders in certain leases
The ATTORNEY.GENERAT: Agsin, T on that ficld. That was opealy stated in this

repent that that was undesirable for a Minis-
ter of the Crewn, It was improper conduct
for a Minister of the Crown to do that,

The leases were taken up in 1917, and were
worked proftably {or some vears, Mr.
McCormack state:l in Parliament on 4th No-
vember, 1926, 1that lead was selling at £60
per ton at the time. 'The vprice was high
for some years during the war pericd; but,
after the way, 1t madual]v declined, as in
the case of otlier minerals, until at the date
of the =zale to the Covernment it had
slumped to £25 15s. per ton—an unprofitable
price.  Again, in the bankruptey proceed-
ings it is disclosed that, while the mines
were working, a profit of £3,000 wis made.
The mines generally beeanio unprofitable to
work, and it was then decided that a change
of ownership was desirable, and they were
unloaded on to the Government at a cost
of £40.000 of public money.

Speaking at the Townsville Labcur Con-
vention 1 May, 1928, M. McCormack,
referring to the Chhlagoe smelters, said-—

“ He knew that, as lead had dropped
from £40 to £20 a ton, it was an impos-
sible proposition, and he did not favour
subsidising an iIndustry to the extent
1t was being subsidised.”

Because of the fall of lead to £20 a ton,
the Government closed down the smelters
and threw hundreds of wmen out of work.
The same Government, however, decided
upon the purchase of the l\[uuﬂana mines
for £40,000, when lead was pructically at
the same price —£20 15s. 4d. a ton. That is
how they proved to Dbe friends of the
workors.

Coming back te Mount Ixa, T repeat that
it 18 an wnfortunate thine that the hon.
maomnber for Warrego was able to bring rhis
mine before Messis. Theodore and MceCor-
mack, and give (hem shaves for nothing, It
i a great pity that such a 1]121“:; was ever
brought in bore—that inen tike the hon.
member for W TeNo. u !m.mwr company
promoter, (’)ul(. bri into 1 Ll‘mnn ut =uca
a thing, and induce or get these men to take
th shaves for nothing, I regret that
Ministers of the Crown i any l’nllinment
at any period did not sco that ther: wus a
ngh'w cbligation on them morelly iuuh to
participsite o ary mining venture with which
rhc Governmend of the do vv had anything to
de, when there were hundreds and hundreds
of compan:es, wmining and otherwise, outside
which rm not touch the Gover: sment and
in which they could have luvested.

Mr.o Wo FORGAN SMITIL (Maclaw): 1
iy Lo prrticipate to some extent in this
debate. 1 listened with some attention to
nat )vn‘c;(m of the Attorney-General's speech
that I heas{ sinee my return from the North.

I heard him deal with was
the matter of the censtruction of the Duchoess
to Mount ilway. That railway was
approved by Parliament on the recommenda-
tion of the Public Works Commission, on
which both sides of the House were repre-

The first watter T

Fouse, and it wa= common knowledge to
those mewibers of the House who were inter-
cated in the debate,

I want o call attention, however, to what
the Attorney-General said with reference to
the passing of that Biil through all i's stages
Aftorney-General were

in one dar. If tho

as well acguainted with parliarentsry prac-
Hee as you are, . Fry, he would know
that towards the end ot cvory session of

Parliament the Standing Orders ave sus-
pended to provide for tHe passing of a Bill
through all its stages in one day. As a
matter of fact, the “first Bill introdueed by
the Govermment of which he i3 a member
nas car ed under the sanie procedure. The
Premier can move at any stege that o much
of the Standing Ordcm be suspended as
would  otlerwise prevent a  Bill passing
through all iis stages in one day. It 1s done
fxcqucnil) in avery scssion of Parliament so
bat business can be concluded and the House
ren an opportunity to adjourn and go into
recess. I venture to predict, having regard
to the late opening of Parliament that
if the Government have much leglslatlon not
vet given neotice of, the Premier will do the
sante thing in this session; so that there
is no significance whatever 1n the point the
Attorney-Gieneral sought to labour,

Let me quote this further point: That
railway was built for the purpose of develop-
ing what was known as a very valuable
mmineral field.  Kveryone qualified to report
on that marter indicated that 1t was a_field
with a very rich and extensive ore-body,
which, \.orl\nd on a large scale, would give
avenues of cmpleyment for large numbers
assist the resources

of men and materially

of this State by bringing to the surface
wealth which at that time was down in
the bowels of the carth.  The passape of

way was Justified in every detail
nment of any country arg justified
o faeilitics for the de\elopmem;
at fields, provided that the bona
¢ company are established and it
is pu)\nd that the ore-hodies are there.
e ponpm who are developing that field
will 3 nerd anyibing in the vicinity
of bhetore acipal lead bullion is
. At any vate, a larg {
be speut in
ses, which il
Tars?,  Any hon.
sl @ Bitl woule

1'nat v

in providin
of any mine

fis of a

materially
Jember who
be doing a

)
I

i f\ ced 1o pries
wiong thing.

weod with driving capital

Judged by some of the

We are often o
et of the count

specehes made in this 1ember, hon. mem-
hers oppesite us of pawsing a

rich had the effect of bringing
e eountry.
vww of the whole

Railway Bill
large arounis
T am satisficd chat
position will establish the fact that the build-
ing of that railway wes in the public interests
and i1 the interests of the development of
the Siate.

The ArTORNEY-GENERAL:
the Ministers.

And of some of

Mr. Smith.]
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Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I am putting
the case as it appears to me. I mentioned
earlier in my speech that it was well knewn
when this Bill was before the House that
certain members of Parilament were finan-
cially interested in a certain company. The
speech of the hon. member for Enoggera to
that effect can be locoked up in ¢ IHansard.”

As to the propriety or otherwise of mem-
bers of Parliament interesting themselves in
mining or any other form of developnient,
that is a matter for the individual con-
cerned. Does the Attorney-General or any
other Minister in the Cabinet say that, be-
cause they are Ministers of the Crown, they
shall be denied the right of ordinary citizens
in taking shares in a company or speculating
in mining ventures? Iiveryone kuows that
all forms of investment with regard to mines
are a speculation whereby large profits may
be made or, as frequently happens, the
investor or speculator loses the lot.

What has been established is that certain
members were shareholders in that venture,
and that they were fortunate enough to be
shareholders in a venture that was profit-
able to them. There is nothing illegal at
all in that practice, It has not been laid
down at any time either in this or any other
Parliament that a member of Parliament,
because he is such, is denied the ordinary
rights of any other citizen of the State.

I want to raise this point: Certain state-
ments and allegations have been made in
this Chamber which are of a very far-
reaching character and involve the honour
of various members of Parliament and public
men in this State. The names of Mr. Theo-
dore, the hon. member for Cairns, the hon.
member for Paddington, and the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego have been used in this
connection. Again I repeat that, when the
Bill was passed, ihese men were known to
be interested in the Mount Isa field.

The SzZCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
true. Only one was.

Mr, W. FORGAN SMITII: I do not pro-
nese to take any notice of any iInterjections
that come from the front Treasury bonch.
I am making my own points, {ertain alle-
gations affecting the honour of members
of Parliament have been made in this Cham-
ber. I do not stand for wrongdoing, mal-
practice, or corruption on the part of any
individual. no matter how highly placed ho
may be. The more highly placed a man is
the higher standard he should have.

GovERN

That is not

ENT MEXBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITIT: (riain alle-
gations have been made to the effecr thai
members of Parliament, for a consideration
to be obtained, made use of their office to
cbtain certain conditions. If the statements
made by hon. members opposite mean any-
thing, they mean that. They wmean, so far
as anything can be definite. that members
of Parliament on the Governmcent side at
that time agreed to build a railway because
they weve financially  interested  in  the
development of that field. Thai is the grava-
men of the allegations that have been made.
I was a member of that Government. I am
xot aware of any wrongdoing by any member
of that Covernment. So far as I am con-
cerned, I am not intercsind one penny one
way or the other in the Mouut Isa field or
any other field. HTon., members opposite
know that,

[Mr. Smith.
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The SecrReraRY FOR PusLic Lanps: Did you
know the others were?

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: As Leader of
the Labour Party, I take this opportunity
to challenge the DPremier of this State to
formulate charges against the individual or
individuals concerned, und deal with them
according to the ordinary legal processes.

Three courses are open to the Government.
One 1s th If charges could be formulated
and a prima facie case established, then
the men concerned should be proceeded
against under the Criminal Code. If a
Minister has been guilty of any offence
against the law, the Attorney-General knows
that it is his duty to proceed against him
according to the ordinary processes of the
Jaw. Another course available to the Pro-
mier is that, if the circumstances surround-
ing the whole case give rise to just suspicion
—justify the people in having grave doubts
about the bona fides of any action on_ their
part—then the Premier can appoint a Royal
(fommission to inquire into the matter under
the Official Inquiries Evidence Act and have
the whole thing probed to the bottom.

Mr. Joxes: They will not do that.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: Another
course available to the Government applies
particularly to the individuals who made
these allegations. It is open to them to get
on the public platform in Brisbane and repeat
on the public platform what they said in
this Chamber.

Orrosrriox MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: Those three
courses are open to the Government, the
third one being open to the individuals who
made those allegations. I contend that
pariiamentary privilege is a matter that is
cepable of grave abuse in the hands of men
who are prepared to say things for purposes
other than for the public good. Under parlia-
mentary privilege a member of Parliament
can tear evers shred and tatter of a man’s
reputation away, and that man has no legal
remedy for anything that is said in this
Chamber. DBut, if the legal processes of
the law ave involked, British justice operates,
sud the parties concerned can be heard in
dofence and evidence sifted by a proper body
not influenced to the slightest degree by
political malevolence.  These aveuues are
available to the Governnient, and on behalf
of the Labour Party I take this opportumty
of challenging the Covernment to do these
things. If the Govermment fail to proceed
according to the lines I have mentioned, then
i am justilied in saying. and the public are
justified in co ling. that these things
Lave been merely stirred up with a view to
ohtuining a political advantage due to the
forthecoming Fodersl election. That is the
position clear and definite.  There is no
ambiguity about it. I challenge the Premier
o come out from the coward’s castle
of parliamentars privilege and take action

according to the ordinury legal processes
sof out in the statutes of this State.

Mr. Drovorp: Hear, hear!

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: This case

veminds me of a very important case that
happened some years ago with regard to the
Marconi Company. The Marconi Compans
was launched many years aro, and, due very
lavzely to the extraordinary development of
wireless and the commercial and international
need of that service and that facility being
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made available to the people, certain things
were done. The British Government con-
trol the postal services in Great Britain,
and they have a controlling interest in
various cable companies. They have an agree-
ment with these companies to do certain
things for and on behalf of the British
people. A contract was entered into by the
Postmaster-General of that day with the
Marconi Company which gave the postal
authoritics certain rights that were patentecd
by that company. These rights were sold to
the British Government, or to the British
Postmaster-General, for a considerable sum
of money. Immediately the British Govern-
ment bought an interest, so to speak, in the
Marconi Company, its shares naturally rose
on the various exchanges where they were
listed. The fact of the Postmaster-General
entering into a far-reaching agreement with
that company indicated to the investing
public generally that this company’s affairs
were sound, and that it was a company that
was likely to develop its ramifications over
a period of years. As a consequence, shares
rose from a very small amount to a very
large amount. After this had been done, it
was discovered that Lloyd George, then
Chancellor of the Exchequer in Great
Britain, Sir Rufus Isaacs, Lord Birken-
head, and various other prominent members
of Parliament and members of the British
Government held vendor shares in that com-
pany.

Hon. members on the Government benches
who are speculators will understand the
significance of that term. Charges were
made in various circles about the propriecy
or otherwise of Mr. Lloyd George and other
members of the British Cabinet holding
shares in a company with which the Post
master-General had just concluded a con-
tract remunerative to that company. A
judge of very high standing was appointed
as a Royal Commissicn to investigate the
charges thoroughly. The whole matter was
investigated right to the foundations. All
the affairs of the company, and all the affairs
of the individuals implicated were investi-
gated most thoroughly by the Commissioner.
When the Commissioner presented his report
it was to the effect thet nothing illegal had
been done and that no malpractice of anv
kind whatsoever had been disclesed at the
inquiry. That was the basis of the report.
The wer concerned were given ample oppor-
tunity to have their case fully and freels
stated hefore a tribunal free from politica!
malevelence,

Let me repeat again that T am not con
cernad at all about the affairs of any privat:
individunl, I am sotisfied that the building
of the Duches: to Mount Ies reilway was a
good polier and would have besn carrvied
out, no matter what Government had been
in power. I helieve that to be so, hut !
toke th's ommortunity of again challenzing

the Premier to come out into the open, if he
has env foundation in fact for the allegations
made by his colleagnes, and give these indi-
viduals concerned British jnstice. and have
the question dealt with by the ordinnvy legai
Proceses.

OrppostrioNy MryBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER (Hon. A. . Moors,
Avdigny), who was received with Govern
ment cheers. said : The Leader of the Opno-
sition has put un an extraordinary case for
a man who bohaved in the way he has
behaved in this Chamber during the last

[9 OcroBER.]
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three years. I want to say quite definitely
that I supported the Duchess to Mount Isa
Railway Bill. I see nothing wrong with 1t.
It was for the benefit of the State.

Mr. W. Forgan Smita: If you had been
Premier of the State, would you have
built it?

The PREMIER: Most decidedly. 1 say
that quite openly. There has never been any
question that the Duchess to Mount Isa rail-
way meant a good deal for this State. The
only question at stake is the propriety cr
decency of the action of one individual who
was vitally intercsted making a distribution
of shares for nothing to certain Ministers
of the day and others.

Mr. BeprorDp: Two and a-half years before
the railway started.

The PREMIER: It would be nothing 1f
these gentlemen had purchased those shares.

Mr. W. Forean Smite: Some members of
your party had shares listed on *Change.

The PREMIER: Tt was not the right
and proper thing for those Ministers to
accept shares in the company from a man
who was vitally interested. If they did so,
then it was their lookout. The point of view
we have to face is that one member of this
Assembly, very much interested in the build
ing of the rallway, made gifts to Cabinet
Ministers.

Mr BeprorD: And to twenty other people
outside.

The PREMIER: It does not matter if
the hon. member for Warrego gave shares
to 5,000 people Sutside of Parliament; the
only people that he, who was interested in
the building of the railway, should noi have
g[iven shares to were Cabinet Ministers in this
House,

M. Beprorp : The only thing that matters
is the motive.

The PREMIER: I do not say that there
is any corruption, but I do say that the
whole matter bears a very unsavoury appear:
ance. If it were hon, members on this side
of the Chamber who had heen implicated.
hon. members opposite would have rai
hue-and-cry  throughout Queensiand
the propriety of their doing so.
in  this  case that, while there
have Leen no malpractice, yet it was
nndesjrable. Tt is true that the raily
wouwld have been bullt in the sams way as
it was buvilt, whethor sheves had been
away or not. Locking at the matt
the point of view of fairness and d
[ do see wrong in Ministers secepting

fram another hon. member of thoir prrty
when they were about to adjudicats uwunn
the construction of a railway which would
Liwvs  enhanced the valne of those hen.

members’ interests by 300 or 400 per cons
Nobody can justify it

[2.70 p.m.]

Mr. Joxes s 1 certainly purchased

The PREMIER: T am not doubt
the hon. membsr purchased some 0, ¢
did zlso Mr. Theodore and Mr. Me(Cnrmack
—1 am nct talking about that.  All the same,
thev were inferested, and nobody can justiz
w Cabinet Minister interesting himeell most
vitzlly in a speculation of this kind.

Ar. Beprorp: Is £50 worth of
© yitally interesting 7 himself ?

Hon, A. E., Maore.]

shares
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The PREMIER: Mr. Theodore had a lot
more than that, as had Mr. McCormack.
He purchaved 250 £20 shares.

Mr. BEDFORD:
chase.

The PREMIER : Tt is unwisc for Cabinet
Ministors to get into an_affair of that sor
when they are in & position to build a 1a1L

That was a matter of pur-

way which will enhancs the value of shares
which they hold. After all, it is not a
speculation.

Mr. Beororp: It is not a speculation; it
is the development of a mine.

The PRIEM TTR I am
development of mining; but it cannof be
for the development of mining that these
genflemen should interest themselves in the
purchase of shares or the gift of shares
which, by their own actions, are going to be
enhanced in value.

Mr. W. Foreax Syira: You are only dis-
cussing the mattor of individual propriety,
which is eatirely different from what some
of your colleagucs said.

The PREMIER : It is a matter of indivi-
dual propriety, but at the same time the
whole party must accept responsibility for
what the leaders of the party did. It is not
merely a question of an individual member
doing that. When _the Leader of the Govern-
ment and two of his Cabinet Ministers
accept those presents, then it bears a different
somplexion al‘rorfother and the members of
that party must accept the responsibility for
that sort of thing. They cannot get away
from it. I am unot going to say for an
instant that there was corruption, bevause
the building of that railwas would have gone
on exactly the same. At the same time, no
one can justify that point of view. I
remember well the great stir which was
created in this Parliament in 1814, when
Mr. Paget was accused of purchasing threc
hags of cement from the Railway Depart-
went. One would have thought that he had
sold the whole Railway D(‘p’llt"! ent; yet that
was nothing in comparison with fhe sort
of thing that has gone on here.

admitting the

GoveEmaMenT Mewvnens : Hear, hear!

Beororn: You say roursclf thai there

Ema bcm 1o corvuption.

. REMIER : I do not make a charge
sf co ntmn, Lut I say that these individuals
pe « benefited Ly a parcel of shares
given to them by ancther member.

T

ine

orn s Will vou lot Sleeman meet
¥ nt-Ueneral 7
MIER do not want Mr. Slee-
¢d into
Mrvpn Of course you don't.

very well far
opposite to be uy ight to-dav.
1 of hd\'lnf‘” the
aguiry which (\)]“}]O‘lt’(‘h dis
g(ﬂ"*) Tor soven vears they had the oppor-
tunity of xmtltu‘mr‘g an inquiry; vet they did
m)(lnno The Attorney-Uencral in the late
Tabour Clovernment stated definitely in this
Chamber that he knew who the guilty parties
were,

THHER: Tt is all
1, memnbers
ey had an

A CovenxaenT MEMBER :
The PREMYER : He cleared out overseas.
My, Kirwan: Where is the statemont?

[Hon. A, E. Moore.

Where 15 he

{
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The PREMIER: It is in * Hansard.,” I
do not want to get on to that question or
t5 other points of view on the Hstimates
dealing with the Department of Mines.
Trurther ol‘pmtumtv va be given to discuss
those other points of view. What I want to
get to is that the Leador of the Opposition
raised himself up and said he dmnnnded that

wa ghould hold an inquiry or teke legal
aclion.

{ir. BeprorD: Why not?

The PREMIER: What did the hon.
gentleman do when sitting on this side of
the Chamber, when we, as an Opposition,

same demand? At page 552 of

* Hansard ” for 1927, the then Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, who i+ now Secretary for
Public Instruction, said—

* That the circurnstances connected with
the purchase by the Government of the
Mungana mines for £40,000 furnished
grave reasons for suspicion that the pre-
sent Premier {then Home Secrctary) and
perhaps other members of the Government
(present or past) wrongfully used their
public positions for the purpose of the
acquirement of private gain, the relevant
facts of this case being as follows;—"’

Then the hon. gentleman procceded to cite
the relevant facus.

Mr. Prase:
up to examine,

Ix'ddn the

The Auditor-General was sent

The PREMIER: This was after the
Auditor-General had been up. The Auditor-
General was sent up in 1926 When the

Auditor-General did go up, he discovered
that every allegation T made in this Chamber
was true.

(GOVERNMENT MEMBERR : Hear., hear!

My. Brprori: I would have given you a
commission on Mungana at any moment.

The PREMIER: But the Government of
which the hon. member for Warrego was
a2 member would not give the opportunity.
Woomade o delinite charge thatr hon. members
who were Ministers had per<onally Lenefited
» the acts of the Govermmont.

My, W. Foreay Who personally
bherefited ?

PREMIER : The then
T.ands, for onc.

SMHTIT
Seeretary for

LW, Foraax Surri o You said Y Minds-
Who wore the others?

The PREMIER: Mr
ot Mlinister.
~ My, W Fomreax Satra: Theodore was not
in the Cabinet ot that time

Theodore

Was o an-

He was when Mungana
I am talking about the time
ihe ,munmﬂ took place. T am pointing
cut the attitude ad opt:‘d by the Lrader of
e Oppesifion to-day, when he gets up_in
Bz Comumittee and says he demands that
hese people shall get an opportunity to
miu their case.

W, Foruan Saiti:

The PREMIER : We challenged the Go-
vernment 'xf the day {o hold an Inquiry,
when t honour was at stake; yet fhey
Were pre arod to sit down rather than have
that inguiry. Why? Because we know from
the bankrupter proceedings that have taken

place within the last fow days that they were
lor game to have an inguiry. This state-
ment was made by Mr, McCormack, as

T challenge vou!
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reported on page 1629 of *° Hansard” for

192 6

1 necd never have admitied any inter-
ost in ’\Iulﬂganau I could have held it
in =omebods else’s name. 1 need never
have had the shares vegistered in my
name. 1 entered it as a T(\frltnna{’e specu-
lation, and I may say that 1 have not
ot anything out of it compared with
the abuse 1 have got about it. I can at
lcast stand before my fellow-men and
say that there is nothing dishonest or
unfair in the whole transaction as fav
as 1 am concerned.”

What is the cvidence that comes ont?

Go ahcad with your Royal
That is what we ask.

The PREMIER: I am going ahead with
it, I 1 were to go on with 1t now, every
hon. membar on that side would accuse me
of breaking my word to the late Premier.
After the eclection Mr. McCormack saw me
in my office, and he asked me about the
inguiry, and I told him that it would have
to be held. Tle asked me if he could get
away, and I said, “ Yes, and I will give
you ample time to get back bhefore the
inguiry 1s held 5 and 1 am not going back
on my promise.

r. BEDFORD:
into Mount Isa.

The PREMIER: They are
together,
inguiries

You can hold an inguiry

21 wrapped up
There are quite a number of other
that can be held.

I should like to quote what the Auditor-
Geeneral had to say in his report of 1927 in
regard to the transactions of the Tluorspar
Mining Company with the Chillagoe
Smelters—

““ At 30th June, 1826, the undermen-
tioned credit to the company was passed
through the Smelters’ books :—

‘Eiuorspar, 188.4621 tons at £2 16s.
per ton, £EI8 5s, bd., aud this credit
¢leared the amount owing by the com-
pany. The Smelters’ stock-sheets at 30th

June, 1926, and at the time of my

vizt (31st Janusry, 1927) dencted that

this quantity (185.4621 tons) was on
hand at the Fluorspar railway siding.

A scnior audit inspector, in company
with DMr. II. Nichois. who is tem-
porarily in charge of the smelters,

visited the siding and the mine on Tth
A\m'l 1927, but thoro was no fluorspar
the }JnO*!\‘li“ of the Sinelters at either
tiw siving or the mine.

Although the 188 to wuere praid
for by credit entry to zne company 8t
30th June, 1826, and }ad not been
delivered at 30th June, 1927, a parcel
of 16 tons purchescd from the company
in mnuﬁ‘ 1926, and 202 tons in Ne-
vember, 1926, were duly delivered to
the smeltem. The fact that the Fluor-
SDAY \,ompan\ borrowed 132 tons from
the Smelters’ stock-pile in June and
Angust, 1926, makes it questionable
whether the 183 tors were available for
delivery between  these dates, The
Smeliers closed down on 17th June,
1926, for the campaign of 1826,

‘Vo adjust the matter the company

kas haen debited with the sum pre-
vicusly credited (8518 Bs. Zd) and 1%
resriaing for the Smeliers to collect the
armount,””’

Mr, Theodere hsld £1,000 worth of shares
it that Fluorspar Mining Company also.
All these things are psculiar.  We must

o
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have an inquiry, but I am mnot going
to have an inquiry until Mr, McCormack

has an opportunity to bs represented at that
inquiry. I told him so before he went away.
1 'would have had the inquiry before this but
for that reason. It is ridiculous for hon.
members opposite to get up, and _say they
(h'xllcnge me to hold an inquiry. I am pre-

pared ic hold it. I have been asking for
this inquiry for years.

My, Prase: So have we!

The PREMIER The Deputy Leader of
lhe Opposition says, ‘“So have we,”” but,
when we sat on the Opposition side of the

Hou € aad asked for an inquiry, they denied
it. Hon, members opposite always try to
get away from the real position. When they
tnd the position as stated by us in this
Chamber is being proved up to the hilt—
first, in the Auditor -General’s report, and
wt’ondl‘ by the examination in bankruptcy
where 1t was proved that even thc nominees
of Mr. McCormack signed their own receipts
after the money was paid

Mr. Prase: The judge had to “shake up
the barrister who was prosecuting.

The PREMIER : It may be a little comfort
to vour souls to try to find fault with the
judge.

Mre. BeprorD: Not with the judge.
judge found fault with Mr. McGill

The PREMIER: There are various other
suggestive things connected with this. Fancy
the warden—the man who has to do wrbh
the granting of these leases—being given
credit to the value of thousands of pounds!
Does it not look peculiar? Would not hon.
members opposite have thought it extra-
ordinary if that sort of thing went on while
vie were in power?

Mr. Brororp: Mount

The PREMIER: I do not care who did
it. When that extraordinary position occurs,
1t geems to me that we must have an inguiry
to find ouf the real position.
r. Beprorv @ The quicker

e

The

Isa mines did that.

the better.

The PREMIER: I quite agree with the
Lon, member.

The hon. member for Ithaca quf\\hon(a
the value of these shares a £125.030.
What is their saluc?  This publ shed
in the o Daily Guurdian 7—

¢ The (Guardian’ waz rot interested
jir My, Theodor market speculations
until the former Quecnsland Premier

made stabements at the Labour Confer-
ence abeout his sharcholding.

“TTe told > conference that,
share« in Roma Oil, it was
i Oupmﬂlcti( organization.’

“In regard to Mount Isa, the following
guestion and answer is taken frown the
¢ Labour Daily’ of 9th April:—

A delegate: Ts Mr. Theodore a diros-
tor or a big sharcholder in any of the
3ount Isa group companies?

B7r. Theodore: No; I
interests whatever,

while
‘not

have no

Yet, four days later—Friday, the 13th-—

Mr. Theodore's name rstl!l appears on the
Mines,

Mount Isa Limited,

register as

holder of y-t shares, baiance of
5,912 shares formerly held by him. . . .

“ Possibly Mr. Theodore had sold the
thirty-two remaining sharcs prior to

Hon. 4. E. Moore.]
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addressing the Labour Conference, but
the Mount Isa register doesn’t show it.

“The deal was profitable.

““ The market price for Mount Isa when
Theodore bought the first 5,480 shares
was 20s. 104d.

*“ These were resold in parcels ranging
up to 39s. 9d.

“ The profit, on market quote, would
be a little over £1,000.”

That shows the value of the shares. I have
already said that I think that, for the sake
of the honour and probity of the Assembly,
it is absolutely essential that we should get
te the bottom of this matter and find out
exactly what has happened up at Mount Isa,
Chillagoe, and Mungana.

Mr. Beprorp: I gave you evidence,

The PREMIER: The hon. member may
have given us part of the evidence. If he
will read back 1n 1926 and 1927 “ Hansard,”
he will find that Mr. McCormack, when
standing on this side of the House, said
that he had told the truth and nothing but
the truth. He said: “I have given you all
the evidence, and there is no occasion for
further inquiry.” But we find, when the
examination of a bankrupt comes up, that
there is every justification for further inquiry,

Mr. BeprorD: I am not interested in Mr.
McCormack.

The PREMIER: But I am.
Mr. Beprorp: You bring on this inguiry
as quickly as possible.

. The PREMIER: I will bring on the
inquiry when it suits me, and not when it
suits the hon. member,

Mr. W. Foraas Smrti: You bring on this
debate when it suits you, too.

The PREMIER : Oh, no!

Mr. W. Foreax SmITH: As a ‘matter of
fact, the newspapers had the headlines before
this debate took place.

The PREMIER: Is it not ruther amusing
to hear the hon. member say that? The
Leader of the Cpposition gave notice of a
resclution in this House to disallow an
income tax regulation. We gave him an
opportunity to debate it, but not one hon.
member on that side cf the Chamber was
game to open his mouth on the subject.
They were all as tame as kittens, and made
all scrts of ewcuses. wondering how  they
couldé get cut of it. Then the Denuty Leader
of the Upposition, the hon. menber for ilor-
bert, gave notice of « resolution about an
inquiry into Mount ¥sa. We called “ Not
formal” to give him the opportunity of
having something to say on it, but he was
quite dizappointed at the opportunity to do
so. Ie wants to keep quick. (Governine:t
laughter.) He dos vot vant to say a word
about it. FHe merely wants to put it on the
busines : that he can go to his eclece-
toratc #vd . 1 asked for an inguiry.”
I am not satiched with that. T want to cet
into a position where I can pet to the bottom
of the thing avd =es who is guilty, We wait
to see i we cannot prosecute rhose who are
guilty,  Wo de not wart to got in the
pesition that the late Government gof into
when ther sent the lave Auditor-Geoneral,
Mr. Robhertson, and later Mr. Beal and cthers
to go iuto the Chillagoe business. Those
gentlemen cames hack and said, “ We have
found malpractices and false balance-sheets” ;

{How A, E. Moore.
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yet nothing was done except that the general
manager was <dismissed.

Mr. Prasg: Was it not referred to the
Department of Justice?

The PREMIER : I do not know.
Mr. Peasr: Well, I say it was.

The PREMIER: When it is definitely
stated by the Auditor-General that a false
balance-sheet has been issued, there is no
occasion to refer it to the Department of
Justice.

Mr. W. ForaaN SyitH: They have to see -
if they can take action.

The PREMIER: Hon. members opposite
had ample opportunity to go straight ahead
if there were malpractices.

Mr. W. ForeAN SMITH: You cannot make
your own rules in the law courts, as you
can here.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
inferring that the Crown Law Office was
against a prosecution. He was a member of
the Government at that time, and he should
have known.

Mr. W. Forean SMItH: He was not as
member of the Government.
The PREMIER: If these men were so

careful about the honour and honesty of
Parliament, and they had directed an
inquiry, and it had turned out like that, it
was their duty to know. It is no usc wait-
ing until they are out of power and then
saying, “ Why do you not go ahead?”
(Government laughter.) They had the oppor-
tunity to go right ahead; but, now that the
chickens are coming home to roost, they
say, '“ We challenge the Premier to give us
an inquiry.” {Government laughter.) That
is all very well. This inquiry will come on
when 1t suits me, and when the proper
opportunity arises.

Mr. BEDFORD : Prior to the next elections.

The PREMIER: I will give the hon.
member for Cairns time and notify him. I
shall nct notify him by cable, but I shall
notify him and give him the opportunity
to be here. 1 do not want to hurry him back,
or I would have had the inquiry before
Ir. Beprorp: Have an inquiry into Mount
aight away.

Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): The
Leader of the Government is always interest-
ing when he gets up, but a perusal of
“[Larsard 7 will show him that he has said
a oreat deal more than he iniended to say
when he got up.

The Pneyxizz: Ch, nol

Ir. W, FORGAN SMITH : Lot me repeat
that certain definite statemenis have been
made under the cover of 11

¢ parvhizmentary
privilege, I do not Lelicve that any of these
statereonts are true, and 1 challengs the
Losder of the Government that, if he believes
thoy are true or has evidense by which they
could be sustiined in any conrt of law, 1t
is his duty fo proceed aoa‘nst the parties
concerred. e has decided. howoever, that
he will not do that. I

In fnct, he says he
will chocse his ewn time and place to do
thess thin

A Gove ~T ATENMBER: Ile is plaving the
zume with Melormack.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH : That interjee-
tion suits me. What happenesd in connection
with that is that the hon. member for Cairns
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interviewed the Premier, and told him that
he was in bad health and desired to receive
medical treatment overseas.

The PrREMIER : Yes,

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: He farther
asked him when he intended to proceed with
the Murgana inquiry, besause, naturally, he

desired to be here whea the inquiry took
place.
The Pepryiin: Quiie right.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITII: The Premier
told the hon. member for Cairns that he
could safely 20 overscas, and that, if an
inquiry was to be held, it would not be
held in his absence, and he would have an
opportunity to attend.

The Previsr: Quite right,

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: Quite right.
There Is nothing wrong with that. Had the
hen. member for Cairns been told by the
Premicr that he intended to proceed” with
the investigation straight away, he would
not have gone. Is ihat not clear ard
definit2?  So far as that is conpcerned, the
sooucr that investigation or inguiry takes
place the better,

The PrEmier: e told me that there was
uo ceeasion for any inquiry into Mungana.

Mr. W. FORGAN S8MITH : I do not think
thers is mvself. T ictimated to the Premier
that T was not concerned about what he or
any of Lis party knew, but what I was con-
cerned with was what they s4id they d.d
rot krow. Let me vepeat that, It doos
nct suit hon. members oppos.te to probe
thirgs to the bottom. If they can create
suspicion in the public mind and keep that
uncasiness going as long as possible, then it
uits thoir purpose far bett r than havicg
the whole thing finaiised. There are soms
nbers of the (Jovernment who are very
:ble in some directions, and in discussirLg
Lstimates of the Mines Uepartment 1t
1s neeessary to rofer to the matter. I wang
to say definitely that, if ““ dirt " were gold,
the present tJovern nent would have the
richest goldmine in the world. So far as this
party 1> concerned, we desire that this
matter shouid be prcbed to the bottom. We
consider that it is the duty of the Premier
to do that. If he does not do it, then we
can draw our own conclusions, and the pub-
lic will draw their own conclusions, too. The
Premier said that the Government of wh.ch
I was a member had seven years in which to
probe the matter to the boftcm.

The Premizr: Yes.

Mr W. FORGAN SMITH: As a matter
of fuet, all the investigations that we made
ot the time and since failed to elicit satis-
factory evidence on which a priing facie case
could be based, However, a new factor has
pew entersd the arena, One of the prin-
cipals has approached the Premier, It is

rather remark«ble that immediately he
boco ass Premier one of the principals
approackes him with & view to the roturn

of £3500. That same individual has now
made definite charges, so thit the whole

‘one is entirely different from what it

was when we wore a Government. I repeat,
if istry are anxious to get at the
i rother than  ereate  an  atmosphera
favoursble to their party, they will accept
the chailenge T have made.

Mr., TCZER ({Gympi): The business
bofere the Chamber is the consideration of
the sppropristion of £17422 for the Depart-
ment of 3 nes for 1929-30. To me. a new
member, the procedure scoms somewhat

1£23—3 p
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strange. It appears that an hon. member
can speak on any subject at all in connec-
tion with the mining industry. Since I have
been sitting in this Chamber the remark has
been hurled across at us that the new mem-
bers on this side are Parliamentarfy new-
chuins; that we do not understand the pro-
codure; and that we should follow the
cxample set by hon, members opposite. Their
method is so strange and so cumbersome
that I do not fcel inclined to follow the
procedure.  Of course, I presume that, as I
become expericneed, I will have to drop
into line: and de exactly the sirac as every
other hon. member does. Hon. members seem
to get away from the subject altogether;
but to me it seems clear that we could vote
this amount immediately and get right on
with the husiness of the country. Why are
hon. members always playing to the gallery
and to the people ocutside?

Mr. Haxrov: So that the Government can
get in their slime for the elections.

TOZER: Why are hon. members play-

FLU.

ny to the outside gallery—to the man in
the streot?

Mr, Rerngo: We have told them the truth,
and they den’t like it

Rr. TOZER: Playing to the gallery does
not appeal te me a bit. In conncetion with
minlig, what does appeal to me is our
vigorous mintng policy, with generous assist-
arce for prospecting,  One of the best things
that could happen in the interests of Queens-
laud and in the interests of the unemployed
would De the development or the discovery
ol another mining Held. I think it was in
1851 that gold wes discovered in Australia,
and it was the means of bringing Australia
te the frent, sud practically making Aus-
tralia a uation.

Then, v 1827, when things .were at an
cxceptionally low ebb in Queensland, and
thore was uncemploymert, indu-trial unrest,
and all ths sccompanying evils, gold was dis-
cevered at Gympie, only 100 miles from Bris-
kane, which gave pew life to the State.
It gave cwmployment to the people, In a
verv short time there were something like
23 000 men on that tield, That is the very
thing we want at this time—the discovery of
some now  goldiicld which would create
industry and give employment to the people

I have Leen follewing mining for a con-
siderahle number of years, 1 have been
interested chiclly in Gympie, but 1 have had
interests at Croydoun, at the Starcke River
in the Cooktown distrizt, Charters Towers,
Ravenswood, at Khlount Cannindah on the
Dawes Range, and at Mount Morgan and
the Devil’s Mountain. If we could develop
a mining field in Queensiand, we would be
doing so.iething of some use and conferring
a considerable beunefit on the people of
Queensland by creating employment.

I wish to rofer to an article published in
tho ¢ Daily Mail " of Tue«day, &7th August
lest, 1t is in conmecction with mining, and
is so much to the point that 1 decided to
quotr from it. It says

“The deeline snd fall of the mining
indu:try in GQueensiand constitutes cne of
the most tragic pages in the annals of
Quectsiund’s histovy.  All the country
cwss 1o its mining piencers will never
be known.  The discovery of precious
metzl in Auswralia wus an epoch-marking
cvent, for it preeipitated Australia into
manhcod. [t was the diszovery of gold
in pavable quantitics in 1851 that first

Mr, Tozer.)
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attracted population to Australia. The
rapid strides made in the mining 1ndustry
in the early days were sensational, and
scarcely loss sensational, though far more
poignant, has been its ine and fall.”
The decline and fall of the gold yield was
a most disastrous thing, We want to find
out if we can get to the bottom of it dis-
cover its cause, and try to remedy it. The
artirl continues—
“ The industry can be vesurrected, but
yt ngu.\ vast sums of capital to do it
There is uo dearth of capiral available
for the purposs; but the men—the big
men with funds «t heir disposal on the
other of the world, as well as in the
Commonwealth—are not going to band
themselves into a Dbenevolent institutiou
for the purpose of helping lame dogs
over stiles. Altruism is a sentiment and
not a business proposition, and the pro-
duction of mineral wealth is a business
pure and imple Frecd from abnormal
burdens, in the shapec of strangling taxa-
tion, there is no question but that a
thorough m:plmtatlon of the large
mineral resources of the State would
gventuate without any spoou-feeding from
dopartmental sources.”’

At 253 p.m.,

The Cuareman resumed the chair,

Mr, TOZER: I respectfully submit that
this article is right fo the point, We want
to see if we cannot devise some means by
which we can get some other mineral field
going in Quecnsland. The only way I can
see of doing so is by encouraging pxomect~
ing. One of the original prospectors dis-
covered Gympie, He was a man named
James Nash. A prospector found Charters
Towers, These fields were not found by the
aid of the Government or geologists, It was
the men who went out prospecting who found
these places. Those are the kind of men
we wuant to go out pLospoctmg now. REvery
encouragement should be given to prospec-
tors to g0 out and discover new fields. There
are many places in Quecnsland which are
not known and which have not beeu tested;
indred, our undeveloped resources cannot be
estimated.

(38 p.m.]

Some little time ago certain geologists
stated that there is no place where they could
say that a particular miueral would be
dmc.opc T cannot imagine that, because
m my own district there are many places in
the serul, kuown to very few persons except
possibly o few timber-gotiers, where traces
of gold can be got. That is only on the
surface, and it is not until you go down that
you find the gold in any quantity. A%
wa‘lmb, {or e\'anml gold was found all
round the district, from north to south and
from cast to wet. I bave semn lumps of
gold from all parts of the district. Down
as far as Imbil and Chinaman’s Creek there
are pros pectom doing a little on their own.
They get a little s:old which they store in
hottles; and it strikes me that where those
little nuggets of gold are there must be
other gold. If we could only discover a
place and a rush roo\ place, we would do
more to bencfit the State than by talking
wis il be are blue in the face. The only
vay is to encouvage prospectors to go out
and develop places which may eventually
prove to be extensive gold diggings.

Speaking on the qnmhon of mining gene-
rally in the Gympie district and the causes

[&r, Tozer,
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of decline, hon. members may say that the
depression is duc to the working out of the
ore-bodies and to the lower values obtainable
for low-grade ores. At the =ame time, there
are many places w vhich would prove pyable
mopoﬁtio'lc if different conditions cbtained.
Some of the present conditions can be recti-
fied ; others cannvot. Taxation in councction
with mining has been too heavy, whilst
labour conditions have also contributed to
I*‘urthor, too rmany rccegulations
had 1o complied with, while the
of work hm«- heen shouuwd and the
increased.  Then the prices of mate-
used  in ndning have increased  tre-
of late }:euzx Coal, for cxamplq,

the decline,
have

[eles Ts

per ton, although vears ago it
could be pluchanu ?0‘ 18s. Similarly with
explosives and other materials. Hon, mem-

bers may know that in ropes, for example,
there has been o considevable advance in
price; a vops whizh at one time could be
purchased for £50 now costs about £400,
and. of course, the life of the rope depends
to a great extent on the mine being worked,
on the mineral in the water, and the depths

at which working is taking place. Some
ropes will lasi seven or eltrht sears: otheus
only two year One mlght -, therefore

that the depression in the mining indus
has been bLrought about by a combination of
many things wh]ch have been forced upon
those ongdgod in mining activities. There are
meny  low-grade propositions in  Gympie
which could be worked if certain concessions
were given.  Of course, at the present time
the presence of water is a serious trouble to
anyone commencing mini There 1: a big
cross-course, known as the Smithfeld dyvke or
cross-course, which cuts across the field {rom
west to east practically cutting the gold-
field in two, the water on the north side of
the cross-course making east, and that on
the souih side south and then east. Ulti-
mately it all makes eas

We had two drainage boards there—the
Northern Drainage Board and the Southern
Drainage Boa vd—which were subeidised to
the extent of £2,000 each—that is, pound for
pound.  The Ob]QCE of those boards was that
we could impose a tax—it is in the nature of
o tax—on the compsunics and get a cou-
tribution from them. Then we were able
to cope “ith the water, However, the

ater has beaten us there now, and the conse-
qur nce is that anyone Q1axt1‘ n\mmg tlurt*
now will be under the nee v of incuiring
increased cost of hailing, \\hzch practically
stops mining.  When you take up a leasc
vou have to pay &1 per acre to the Goveru-
ment.  If you take up a 5C-acre lease, that
means you have to pay £50 straight away.
Tmmediately you do that you cume under
the taxation of the City Council. They tax
you on a valuation of twenty times the
annual rental. Their tax amounts to ls.
in the &£1. Then there is a water
rate amounting to 8d. in the #£1. That
makes 1s. 8d. in the £1, in addition to
the rental, Next you have to form vour
company, and you have to pay stamp dm\
and registration fees before you get the
company started. and before vou can put «
man. on vou have to comply with the
Workers’ (‘ompr\nsatlon Act. The Worker
(,ompeniatlon Act is bearing fairly I
on mining becausce the premimm amount:

t.()

120s. per £100 on the wage: that you
aLtuaHv expend during the year. That
has “cruelled ” us in counection with
mining. Originally w2 had our own
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‘workers’ compensation scheme operating
in Gymple, and we only charged 50s. per
£100; yet we were told that we were pro-
fiteers and everything that was bad. T am
getting used to being told that I am not
what I thought I was at one time. IHowever,
we were told that we were profitesrs, and
that we would have to get rid of the funds
that we had accumulated.  Although only
half the number of com]nnics operating
joined the local association, in the course of
o fow years we accumulated £5,000 or £6,000

The SECRETARY ¥OR s: The Depart-
ment of Mines did not interferce with you.

Mr. TOZER: I admit that we reseived
overy consideration from the Department ot
I happencd to be the president of

wners’ Association, and I Ifno

%\cmﬁuy for Mines was alweys
received us in just as nice
-8 rer as any man could, and I take this
opportanity of thanking the hon. geutleman
and the Department of Mines for the assist-
ance given to Gympie while he was Secretary
for Mincs. We had to abandon that associa-
tion, and we were told that tho State Insur-
ance Department would give a betier roturn
to the men and would reduce the sctual
amount of the premiums, but the vesult was
that in a very short time we were paying

that the
courtecus and

a premium of 80s, per cent. Then we had
deputation to Brisbane, and we wers told
that industrial diseases had increased and

that thev did not sce their way clear to give
us a reduction then, but that they might
be able to do so in the course of twelve

months. We came back in twelve months,
but we did not get a rveduction. As s matter
of fact, the premiums went up to 120s, per
cent. The point I wish to place before hon.
momber; is this: The present industry has
to pay for industrial diseases contracted in
the pdst—partlculmlv miner’s phthisis. That
is a wrong principle. It is the present mining
nompa,niw which have to find the compensa-
tion, and that is the reason we find it so
heavy. At onrs time there was no minor’s
phth in Gympie, but of late years the
disrase hes developed, with the result that
ve have to pay increased premiums,

One remedy for the present depression in
mining is that we do away with the taxation
on mines. 1 do not sec why we should not
do away with it altogether in order to
encourage the mining industry. The Clovern-
ment would get it back in various ways
through having a flourishing industry. That
industry will eventually save the situation
in the State, if it is given encouragement
in that direction. Take the small mine I
was in at Gympie—No. 4 North Phoenix.
We happened to get on to good gold although
the mine had been working for forty vears
and paying its way. with dividends from
time to time. In connection with that mine
we were paying a tax of 3s. in the £1 to the
State, 1s. to the Federal Government, and 20
per cent. super tax, Our taxation worked out
at Ts. in the £1. That was too high a tax on
mining; we want to get rid of that excessive
taxation.

I wish to

Jourier”
mining

wive a quotation from the
or’” of 26th Auvgust last in regard to
in Canada—

“ ComparISON wITH (CANADA.

“ Whilst farming agricultural produce
has been regarded as the chief wealth of
Canada, thr),t country has made mxrked
progress in  the development of her
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mineral

resources.  In 1905 the total
value of i

the mineral production in the
Dominion was under 70,000,000 dollars.
Butb,  realising  the value of offering
attmctlom for the investmeng of capital
in  minivg  ventures, the Canadian
Government provided low rate« of taxa-
tion of profits derived from such sources,
with the rvesult that by 1926 development
had reached such a stage that the mineral

ealth  had increased to 240,000,000
dollars, or more than one-half the value
sof the wheat crop. The fo‘lowing

taken from an official n 1mpmet

been extensively circulated,
aive so ne indication of the cfforts of tho
Dominion to make the mining industry
attractive  for  the  investment  of
capital s —

Inquiries are frequently made regard-
ing mining taxation in Canada. -The
big mining man Cperatinrr in_many
countries and States finds in Ontario
and Quebzc a plessing surprise. He
finds (hat his Provincial mining taxes
are on the net income and, better still,
on a favourably graded net income as
follows : —

On annual profits in excess of 10,000
dollars and up to 1,000,000 dolla.rs 3
per cent.

On excess above 1,000,000 dollars and
up to 5,000,000 dollars, 5 per cent.

A proportional increase of 1 per cent.
for each additional 5,000,000 dollars net
profits,

The Dominion Government rnlings
on mining income tax returns on silver
and nrold are also a further favourable
surprise. The income department
bases the tax on 50 per cent, of the
profits or income from mining, wisely
deciding that the other 50 per cent.
should rank as return of invested
capital due to the depletion in reserves
as ore is mined from year to vear, It
allows receipts from the sale of mining
property by individuals or companies
(unle‘«a such companies are ormmsed
for the purpese of carrying on the busi-
ness of precuring and seiling of mining
property) to be non-taxable. Share.
holders in a mining company are not
subject to the sur-tax (cxtra tax) on
divdends, but there is imposed the nor-
mal tax on 50 per cent. of the amount
of dividends received.”

It we could do away with mining taxation,
it would be of wonderful beneiit to the
industry and give it a chance of recovery.
Let me also quo’re the following return
with regard to the Gold-
mines, Limited,

whick F

,,,,, Cympie
in CQ mpie—
¢ STATISTICS 0 30T SEPTEA[BF‘R 1917.
Laplt
“ 7(‘0 000 shares of £1 e‘ach . £700,600
“ QOriginal leass was purchased fvom
the Hastern Vionlmand Company in
March, 1895
“Value of machinery erected...
“ Qutput to date—
Tonnage
Gold yield ... o
(Equals 17.4 tons. )

£100,000

1,472,542 tons.
568,497 oz.

Meney value £1,999,207
Dividends paid 592,242
Dividend duty 23,936
Lease rents 2,718

My, Tozer.}
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“ Expenditure for working expenscs—

Wages £819,912
(Present annual amount of wages paid,

£47,000)

Furnishings £152,262

Fuel .. 184.039

Timber 21,102

HExplosives 56,464

£1,233,799

Sundry c!;;zrges' £51,565

Insurance, employers’
Hability and fire 20,620
Rates and taxes 3,879
£82,064

Total number of inan amployed ... 330
“ Presert total cosb per ton—
Mining, wulling, cyaniding,
and all offica charges, in-

¢lding head office 20: 8d.”
That is a mine that wae three times tried
and abandoned as being of ro use at all. A
party went home from Gympie to raise
canital there, and they were able to interest
8 Glasgow millionaire named Dick and get
the morey and start the mine sgain, Shortly
after that they obtaived money to start
several other mines to the cast of . the
Scottish (Gvmpie. These people wanted a
200-acre leass, but, when it came before this
House, the Labour Party voted against it,
their argumest being that it was not right to
give anyone a 200-ezcre lesse, ar<d, as a con-
scquence, the promoters were not ahle to go
on with thet particular mine, That land Hes
there row as it then, and it mar lie
there in that coudition for erar, That land
would have been proved i, because of the
shortsizhtedness of hon. mertbers opposite,
they hud not voiud against that proposal.
Had thev rot done sc, we might have had
a new Gympie today. Gympie Goldficld
proetically only was worked for about three
miles by two miles and surcly there are anv
amourt of places in the district which if
develeped might turn out to be another

Gympie Scottish,

That brings me to the Lawn Hill pronosal.
I agree with the Bill which has been intro-
duced in regard to that field, because it
encourages capital to come into Queensland.
We want capital to come here for the henefit
of the people. Look at what a henefit Mount
Isa is to Queensland! Consider the amount
of work it gives tn Oneenslardare!  The
Mining Trust Limited Agreement Ratifica-
tiocn Rill propo es to give certain  rights
over 100.000 scres at Toown Hill tg a cortain
compeny,  What are 100000 aerss at Lawn
Hill when we have 429,120 000 acres of land
in Queensland? Flon, membors may say that
it is not all mineral land. Fow do they

know? Nobtody krows until it is proved.

Mr. Jowrs: A lot of it is mineral land.

Mr., TOZER: A lot of it is. ¥f vou want
to encourage canitul to come to Due-nsland,
yon bhave to give wen =ith canpital some
irducement to spend their moncy here. II
thev put their mones into a mine here. the
miue stavs here. Tt doos noi go to the other
side of the wovld. Trom what comes out of
the mine the Government get their taxes snd
rent.  Tn the case of Lawn Hill the com-
pany is develonirg the land. Tt is nok
cnstivo tha eovntry anvthing to do it Tt is
all foreign capital that the Government are

My, Tozer,
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cncouraging to develop the field, and they
gel their own returns coming in all the
while. If they did not encourage foreign
capital to develop it, that land would lie
idle. We might all be dead for any benefit
it would be to Quecensland. To start with,
it is alout 200 miles from a railway. It
may be said that the Government are losing
10s. per acre by giving this concession—I
think the hon. member for Warrego =aid
that it meant a loss of £50,000. That is not
g0, because nobody would take up every
particle of that ground and lease it. This
concession merely gives the company con-
cerned the right to take any part of it.
As has been pointed out, the company is to
continue to pay the rent on 700 acres odd
covered by leases already in existence. and
so far as I can sce, it has not the right to
surrender that area. It has to pay the
rent and the rates. If it discovers anything
anywhere else, it ilimediately applies for
leases under the Mining Act, for which it
also pays rent and rates. If it can develop
that field, all the more credit to it, and all
the more bencfit to Queensland. We want to
enrourage that sort of thing.

The charge is repeatedly thrown across the
Chamber that we on this side are not
genuinely trying to get work for the people.
I can assure hon. members that I shall do
all T can to develop the country. I have
had that idea all my life, and I know that
it is a sound idea, and I cannot do more
than endeavour to put it into practice.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I can
quite understand that the hon. member for
Gympie is surprised at the turn the debate
has taken on this vote. bni. if he wants an
explanat’on of the cause, he may well ask
his friends on the front hench, becsuse they
are responsble for it.  Hovever, I leave
these *“pilgrims of the night” to their
favourite peregrinations, for, while they say
the subject is to them, they

cistasteful
seem to have revelled in it. and now proceed
to deal with other questions.

Ara’n and again opportunities have been
provided for thom to make stotemerts and
re-statements, when, after all, they frankly
adm’t there was nothing wrong from the
standnoirt of the law. It reminds me verv
foreibiv of a wealthy old gentleman in North
Queenslard who owned one of the ment-
works and was under no obligation to wnrk
aga’n Tt was said of him, and I think quite
truthfully. that he was rever hanppy excont
when he w»s ‘n the vard stirring un offn]
and we all know what a very unpleasant
odeur - ewanates therefram, Tt snamed to
have a fascnation for him. and it does scem
that the same thine applies to some hon.
mambers o'mos’te,  Thev nose as neonle who
stand for hich idesls and a hich stondard
of pub'ic movs'tv. T listened tn the removks
of hrn. mermhers onvosite. and thav franklv
admifted that what had t:ken place in cen-
noetion with Meunt Tea wos ret n anv way
illegal: but. from the standpo’nt cf moralicy
snd  from  the stendnnint of equity, they
thought that what had boen done by mem-
hors of a nrevicus Goverment was wrene
Cominr from a nartv that was asoristed
with the hritery eose. who were nrenared o
ret to the Government «ide of the House
hv mrmbors being bought and their pariy
derraded——

Thae CTRATRIMAN : Order !

M- WINSTANLEY: It has been dis-
cussed,
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The CHAIRMAN : T ask the hon. member
to withdraw the statcment that a certain
party was prepared to galn access to the
(Government benches by bribing members of
Parliament.

My, WINSTANLEY: I withdraw. The
statenent has been made that an effort was
made by the party opposite to get to the
;I'vzzovmsury benches by means that were not
air.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I will not
allow the hon. member to proceed on those
lines. I ask him to withdraw without any
qualification.

Mr. WINSTANLEY:
Hvidently the last has not
abouy it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. WINSTANLEY: If I am not per-
mitted to say any more about it, then some-
one else will. By-and-by we shall know
what is the actual truth, and what credence
can be given to the statoments made. There
is an idea pervading the minds of quite a
number of hon. members opposite that a
mine may be worthless to-day, and that,
because of that fact, it is for ever Worthlesq
Anyone who has any knowledge of a mining
field knows that a mine may be worthlass
to-day and may be worth a fortune to-
morrow. I know of quite a number of in-
stances where ground was held by people,
worked for a while, and the holders have
come to the conclusion that they were
wasting their time and cnergy, and have
turned up the holding and gone away. By-
and-by someone clse has taken it up, carrisd
oub a certain amount of work, invested a
certain amount of capital, come to the same
conduf"on, and dropped it and gone away,

know of one particulsr case where the
mf‘lwau"ls were practically *“down and
out ” and unable to gct any other ground.
,mey found a brcker to pay them £1 10s.
«k to continue operations, and in

few weoks after taking over the
ey struck the reef on the underlic,
wn the reef, '111 i a verw short
werp not only paying wages but
were paying dividends, The syndh rte was
and regular fors

I have withdrawn
been heard

convert “d 1.;*;0 a company,

nightly dividends were gam for years.
ch ua?l the show was placed on the
market for about £300,000. That‘ gocs to
show that the essumption thst, becsuse a
mine ﬁazd to be wo‘mlc:s on which <ver
£19.000 woerth  of machinery has  been

is not cor-

installed must remain valueles
rect.  The dovelopment of that mine, like
the development of any other mine, mxx*ht
prove it to be worth a Wre % deal of mouey
in -a short time. Bvid dence proved that
later developments resulting in t}w produc-
tion of ore went to show that there w s some-
thing in and about the mine that was well
worth the money.

I hit‘“ncd with a great deal of attention
to the Secretary for Railways dealing with
the c*v'\»i,xon of coalmincs. I can quite under-
%[md his point of view, but I have some
(l Heulty 111 unders tar‘c.m how a party that
claims to have beon elected on a pohcy of
governing and not treding can justify its
contmu)nf" of Stute coalmines or any other
Stato 1!1du<t1‘" The Government mad. it
quite clear durmg the election casmpaign that
their policy was the abolition of Btate trad-
ing. It is quite evident now that they are
going to abolish some State enterprises and
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not others. That shows that on that par-
ticular point they are not p1epared to carry
out their platform, It also shows that they
are not consistent. There may be some
grounds on which it suits them to get rid
of some State trading propositions and not
others, but that attitude s inconsistent. They
are cling ging to soine State enterprises because
1t suits their purpose to do so.

There can be no question about the fact
that mining in Queensland at the present
time and for some time past has been under
a cloud. but o number of reasons can be
adduced to account for that stste of affairs.
The hon. membyr for Gympie pointed out,
amongst other things, the difficulties con-
fronting mining were taxez, insurance, and
rents.  He pou;trd out what wonderful assets
would come to the Government, and the
great development that would take placa
if mining companies could obtain concessions
from the Government. Before there was
any Workers’ Compensation Act in force,
before there was a 5 per cent. tax on divi-
dends, and before there was any Board of
Trade and Arbitratlon, the argument against
the wages paid in the industry was just as
strong. At that time the wages of miners
were supposed to be £3 per week on Charters
Towers. The wages arnd hours on the Char-
ters Towers field were better than on other
fields for the simple reason that most of the
mines were pra(’txcally owned locally; con-
sequently, the miners made_their own condi-
tions. It was argued then that, if the miners
accepted a reduction of &s. per week in
wages, more men could be employed in the

mines. Quite a number of things have
tended towards the decline of goldmines
particularly.

The Government in their election pledges
and in the Governor’s Speech promised
generous assistanca to mining. 1 would like
to sce some evidence of that assistance. In
the past when Nationalist Governments ruled
I have scen fairly substantial sums placed
on the Hstimates in #id of mining, but
the trouble has been that it has often
remained the re. No one has been able to

tanes, and, instead of the vote
ded, in a great many instancss
it was revoted the following year.

The hon, member for Gympile mentioned
quite a number of goldlields, including
Ravenswood. In all probability there was
move ovidence of the old style of mining at
Ravenswood than anywhere e;% in Queens-
land. There are men there who hawe been
mining ail their lives, and who, if possible,
will do no other work. Notwithstanding that
mining has slumped and is under a cloud,
the men on that field, when sompelled to
engage in o\,her oce up\.tion\ immediately
return to some pet locality of their own when
they are in fun e to son if they can fossick
out somethin ng. ?.herp are a few men engaged
in alluvial mining and making a little befter
living than t“w would 1if they were in
receipt of the o}(z’ aze pension. A fow others
ave working lode

At l\ﬂvenuaou they worked for many
years a mine that was exceptionally rich,
although the difficalty was that it was ex ceed.
ingly small At any rate, it was worked
for as long as it could be made io pay,

tater on going on to tribute, and,

[3.30 p.m.] unforturately, eventually going

out altogether. There is another
lode in that locality in which some peopls
have a lot of confidence. The previous Go-
vernment gave the people who have the

Mr. Winstanley.]
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ground rights there £1,000 to cnable them
to develop the pmpertv and the present
Government might do worse than give another
£1,000, even if they have to specify what
<ha11 be done with the money. Of course,
it may be said that the shareholders should
find the money, but, when calls have
to be made monthly, theve is a limit to what
can be collected for goldmmuw at the present
time. As a matter of fact, the people there
are finding it difﬁcult to continue develop-
ment work nnder such conditions.

Dealing with the matter of comner’%tlon
for industrial diseases, there was a time wnen
the unfortunate sufferers gct nothing. 1t is
a fair thing that provision should be made
for these people, but the mining companies
at the present time do not pay the full
amount, with the recult that the funds bava
to be kupwemorrﬂd from gnothor source. Of
course, it will be difficult io make a few min-
ing companies at work to-dax bear the
res pnmﬂ ility of psying thoswe unfortunate
people who contracted the disease in dass
gone by, whilst at the same time it would be
unfair and ,hhldlﬂl to sav that the sufferers
should not =+t anything.

One thing W]:ic‘h more than any
accounted for the decline in goldmining in
Quecnsland is that the recfs Lave been worked
down to the bottom uritil there is practically
nothing left,

So far as the water trouble mentioned
by the hon. member for Gympie is concerned,
the Government were subsidising the amonnts
subscribed by the people concor ncd They
contributed £3.000 per anmum to kesp the
water below the working level at C‘hartm‘*
Tower«. The trouble was that, as one mine
ceased o work, the waters from that mine
flowwed into the adjoining mine, v h really
bréught ahout the closure of some of the
mines in Chartev Towers.

other has

In a ('1&(‘11«101; recently in the Maritime
Industries Bill in the House of Representa-
ﬁws Mr, Grosvenor Francis, the hon. mem-
ber for Kennedy, had this to say on the
principle of arbitration—

“T said that T regarded mining as a
hazardous employment, and thut the men
conld not possibly be pald a wage which
would compensate them for the work
they did and the risk that they were
obliged to take »

Of eourse, everyone will subseribe to that—
’ “but it was a question for the court
to decide +whether the men should take
hat the industry could pay, or should
get a nominal award for hlg}ier wages
and close the mines.””

Now. the men at Charters Towers did not
get an award for high wages wmvh closod
the mines. For a long time “the miners there
worked for less than the ordinary award
rates for mining in order that the mines
should not be closed. Mr. Francis con-
tinued—

“ The result of the heavine v
incresas of about 20 an ce
wan given. At ﬂlaf me over seventv
mines wore working in the area covered
by the inquirv but five vears later only
two mines were working. one on the
tribufe system), and aunother on wages.

“ Mining had been killed and ceased
to be a factor im the production of the
State. Charters Towers, at one time one
of the most famous {*oid-producers in
Australia, has ceased to Dbe a mining

[Mr, Winstanley.
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it in wages

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

centre. The ore-reduction batteries have
all gone out of existence, but not because
of the oxhaustion of the mines, bacause
it is well known that on that field there
ere large bodies of ore awaiting develep-
went. On such fields as Black Jack and
Broughton the surface has only been
scratched.””

Tt just poes to show that the decline in
miuing is wed as an evidence that the State

ration  Court practically killed the
mining industry on those fields. No?hing
«omd “pe further from the truth. Quite a

mmuer of things have helped. In the firsh
reefs that were worked previously
o worked out, and in other cases where
they got down to 4,000 feet vertical depth
the condiiions were such that the men were
urable to Hve and work, conscquently it was
not w orth while v:orkinrr those reefs. Per-
haps what helped more than ansthing clse
in the decline of mining is the fact that costs
increased in quite a number of directions
besides weges, while the price of gold is a
fixed price. During the war time, when
¢ price of gold was <£6 10s. an ounce,
quite 2 numnber of mines had no difficulty
in paying dividends; but, when gold got
back to the nominal price of £4 5s., it was
another proposition ultogf*thel I frankly
believe thats there are lots places in
Queansland where there is not only gold but
ser metals such as copper, silver, lead, ete.,
i{ they are looked for; but they will have to
be looked for much more diligently than has
been the case in times gone by. The bulk of
the fields worked in Queensland were fields
that had outcrops on the surface and were
not difficult to find; and, when once they
began te ba worked, it was not diiicult to
follow the different reefs. Mount Isa is a
case In point. That deposit existed for ages
pest close to a main road; yet for a very
ong tini» no one took any notice of it.
Fiventually someone gave it a trial, and my
own  conviction is that there are quite a
number of other mineral deposits in Queens-
land Just as rich and just as extensive as
Mount Isa. We shall have an opportunity
later of dealing with Lawn Hill, so I do not
desire to deal with it now. If these mineral
deposits which exist practically all over
North Queensland ave to be discovered, some
special coffort must be made. There can be
no deubt that the old-time prospector is very
largely an individual of the past. Very few
of them are to be found except at a few
places such as Ravenswood. There are few
people who go out in the bush, take their
tucker, and “01k hard, in the expectation
of ﬁnﬁmr something in the shape of a gold
roef or other minorals, There may be_a
fow who do that, but, in comparison with
thirty v forty years ago, the number is very
small indeed. = Thercfore. those who are
willing to taks the risk and put up with the
hzrdships should be encouraged, not only by
help from geologists but by direct help from
the Department of Mincs. My contention
alwavs has besn thaet mining fields not only
beneflit the State directly, but benefit it
indirectly, ILvergbody kno tl’\at a trades-
man spends money in advertising,  He knows
that tha advertizement  itself brings him
nothing back direct; but he does know that
it arouses interest in and draws attention to
what he bas to sell, and that is wherc his
return eomes from. I know of nothing that
advertises a country so effectively and so
cfficiently as a good mincral field; and if
one were discovered in Queensland to-morrow

o

.‘4
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—particularly if it were an alluvial field or
an easily worked reefing field—it would solve
the unemployment problem quicker than any-
thing else, Men would require little more
than a pick and shovel and rations, and once

they wzot on their feet they would bes all
right.  The Department of Mines has now
an opportunity of doing something \vhich

will for the benefit and wellbeing  of

this groﬁt State of Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR BJMINES (Hon.
AL Atherton, Chillugoe): I have listened

very carcfully to the debate since 11 o’clock
this morning. T was under the impression

that we would have A the Metimet

the Department of Mines diseuwssed: but
most of the discussion {o-dsvy lizs  been
principally a lot of insecuracios, missist

ments, 1d untruths, which  have bhoen
indulged in by the Opposition, Tho hen.
member for erbert, as usmal, was in the
Tead.  The fivst uwntruth he uttered this

morning was thei the Siwte coalmine at
Mount Vuux'”n was closed, inferring that
it wes " down wud ont” and was not going
to \\'ork any wore.  Appasently the untruth-
fulness of the hon. member for Horbeet
muse he a contagions disens

The CHATRMAN: Order! Hyvic the
\Imlﬁi“v is going to make o i
mething  which  occurred this juoruing.
The hon. meseber for Herbert was covesoted

this morning with regurd to the statomoent
the Minister has just made and aceepied the
correction. T therefore ask the Alinister
not to procced on these lines.

The SECRETARY FOR MINE
was saving, the hou. member {01 Herbert
madﬁ the statement that the Mount Sulligan
mine was closed down.

Mr., Kirwan: As a State mine.

The BRECRETARY FOR MINES: I
want to state dehmtdv that Mount Mulligan
is not clored down, aud is producing to- dav
at the same rate as it has done in the past.
There was no foundation for the statement

made by the bon. member for Herbort this
mMorning.
The hon. member for Paddington got on

to the Bowen State coalmine. T understood
him to say that during his term as ’\Imlstel
the Bowen State coalmine always showed s
profit.

My. Joxzs: Yes—annually.,  There maxr
have been one month that it did not pay.

The SECRETARY TOR MINES: T
nuite admit that the Bowen State coalmine
has always showed = profit annually, but
those prolits have fuctuated according to
the amount of coxzl which Avh Sleigh hes
taken during particalar n,on‘ﬂ\ As 1o that
mine not having :shown a loss during the
late Minister’s term of office. cach  fort-
night’s  {rarsactions at the mine from
Tamvn  to 1989, showed » loss. Thoese
lossus ere mainly due {o the operation of

the Sleigh contrac.
Mr, Jo And a less production,

The SECRETARY FOR
four mounths show a loss, due prinei
Mr. Sleigh exercising his option and tel
a larger amount of “coal thau he he-d beon
in the habit of taking. A fairly extensive
business Oui&idn the Sleigh contract for the
month of June resulted in a profit for that
month, because the big proportion of busi-
ness  done . outside  the Sleigh  contract

MINES
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counteracted the loss on that contract and
showed a profit for that month. In my
answer to the hon. member for Dowen, as
reported at page 92 of “ Votes and Pro-
ceedings”’ for this session, it was shown
that durmg the last two financial years coal
was supplicd to Mr., Sleigh at from 1s, 11d.
to 2s. 8d. per ton bwlow the cost of pro-
duction. I uunderstood the hon. moembeor for
Paddington this morninq to suggest—he did

not exactly so—thst r. Slc oh was
vesponsible for ,xmg dumped cos
Mr. Jovwes: No, small cosl, ‘\s e cold

duniped coal at 8s. a ton.
The SECRETARY TOR The
hon. member zaid this mo)n‘ sold

this dumped ccal to

The CHAIRMAN: The XMinist
hon, member for Paddingten c‘
w dialogue. Tf the Mini i
to make a definite
of order

any qu.te prw]x to
wanted to let the hon, member fo
ton wudersiand thoroughly what |}

ull say

this morning., At the time the ‘s‘a zh con-
tract was entered into the quantit small
coal duwnpsd at the mine was 1,627 tons of
sereened <, 24 tons only of unscreencd
of vun-of-mine slack, and 11,628 tons of
duff. The dufl is the vefuse after the coal

veened a secos 1d time, The bulk
The coal sold
1929, totalled
represent one

bren
the dutt sy 1
to 2y, Bleigh to the & Oin 3 e,
32.241 tons, which did nct
oulice of duff
Mr, Joxgs: It was not sl scrceszed ccal

The SECRETARY ¥OR DMINER: The
nusere med slack from 3lst Mfarch, 1989, when
the hon. member wos in power, ropresented
ouly 32.4 per cent. of the total zales, although
the hon. wmembsr stated that it represented
67 per cent.

M. JoNEs: Ihlxt is the information I got
from Mr. Sleigh. Vour information is From
your own department, so it should be correct.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: T should
also like to resd the report of the Super\ isor
of the Stete Coalmines, dated 18th Sep-
tomber, 1929

“ Referring to the letter fmm H. C.
Sleigh, p"n'ti:*ul wrly the remarks con-
tained in the sixth and following para-
graphs, in which he states that at the time
of his visit to ihe mine he confirmed

the fact that comsiderable quantities of
slack or smalil coal had been dumped at
grass, and quotes hxb sincere ort to

mwarket this class of c ztl. T must defi-
nitely state that this was unet the class
Of cogl Rleigh found a market for. His
main inquiries weve for screened slack,
#nd it was only after coumsiderahle per-
; ion 'rlue to the impossibility  of
seveening  the slack in suflicient quan-

es to .oad and boat expedi y), and
e feet that the dump at grass was
sereasing as & result of the duff coal
cing extractes] to satisfy his demands

that we induced him
run-of-mine slack,
sereencd  slack

lor screened slack,
to take the mdmary
reserving only as much
as the mine bad orders for duff

“ Sleigh was not responsible for the
sales of dack at grass because he did
not require this. A great pxoportxon
of this coal wae washed away by flood

Hon, B, A. Atherton.]
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waters or destroyed by fire, and the
remainder sold at very low rstes to local
consumers to avoid further loss. In fact,
refercuce to his original orders for
scereencd slack shows a desire for freshly-
mincd smalls, he evidently Lot being keen
on that lying on the surfxce.

“ Sleigh, therefore, cannot take credit
for relieving the stocks at grass.

““ Further, no doubt owing to short
supplies due to the strike, shipments of
ordinary run-of-mine zlack have been
increased, while demand for any class of
steamn coal has bewn excossive, and to
supply as greoat a tonna as possible,
- orders filled have been mostly run-of-
mine coal, Therefore, very little smalls
are now available, and I would cer-
tainly prefer if it were possible that
demand for ihis class of coal would con-
tinue in the future.

“ Regarding his referencs to my dedue-
tions that screened coal would be largely
called for for export, I still maintain that
under ordinary conditions this would still
hold good, ana in support of this I would
refer to Mr, Sleigh’s letter of 29th June,
in which a request was made, after
inducernent by Sleigh, to take 60 per
cent. of screened and the balance in
smalls  (presumably sereencd smalls).
Sleigh’s remarks re cost to produce slack
and large screened coal is incorrect. The
mine produces only run-of-mine coal, and
the separation of smalls from large cer-
tainly adds to the cost, and at the same
time tends to reduce output under exist-
ing conditiens, particularly when in pro-
ducing serecnced coal the average pro-
duction is £0 per cent. screened and 50
per cent. snall, and on rescreening the
smalls the duff coal amounts to approxi-
mately 40 per cent. of the screenings.”

I just wish o show that Mr. Sleigh has not
taken any of that coal up to the present
time, and has teken only smsll unslacked
conl under prossure.

Mr. Jowes: Iie wrote and told me that it
represented 67 per cent.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
vesents only 32 per cent,

It rep-

In reply to the remarks of the horn. mem-
ber for Warrego this morning, 1 wish to
state that he eame to v oilice shortly
after I had taken over the portfolio of
Secretary for Mines. and he stoted to me in
my office that Mount Isa %lines Limited
wanted to  jump his lease snd that, if
he were Seeretary for Miones, he would not
entertain it fer one moment. I think my
roply to him was that, uanfortunately for
him, I was Seerctary for Mines and not he.
Before he went any further, I also told him
that I thought it would be better if he did
isct the proposition that he came
s with we, and that he should have
a conferen ith Mount ¥sa Mincs Limited.
when, possibly, thev might be able to coms
to some agreement.  Apparently, the hon.
member for Warrego thought otherwise, and
immediately informed me that it was no wee
secing them—that all that they had offered
him was a pesnut when he had ssked for a

¥

watermelon. That was the exprossion he
made use of., and I leave it to the public
to decide what he meant. After he had
discussed the matter with me for about

half an hour, he decided that, if T would give
him time to zo to Sydney to discuss the
matter with Mot Isa Mines TLimited, he

[Hon. B, 4. Atherion,
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would take the opportunity and leave by
train the following morning. I told him that
I would give him a week, and in the mean-
time I would not discuss the matter with
Mount Isa Mines Limited. The hon. mem-
ber for Warrego insinuated this morning
that Mr. Macartney, of tho firm of Thynno
and Macartney, sclicitors for the Meunt Isa
Mines Limited, was in tow with me, and
said’ definitely that they could get anything.
T want to sav right here that I did not dis-
cuss Mount fsa with Mr. Macartney. Mr.
Macartney came along the following day,
and I told him the very same thing that
T had told the hon. member for Warrego:
That I thought that at that juncture it was
wiser not to discuss the leases concerned. I
also told bhim that I had given the hon.
member for Warrego a weoek in which to
go to Syduey to confer, I believe, with Mr.
Draper, representative of Mount Tsa Mines
Limited, and that I would not give a decision
on the matter one way or the other until I
had given the hon. member a week in which
to return from Sydnuy.

Mr. Jonus: I tried to bring them together
before you entered the department.

Thr SECRETARY FOR MINES: Now
the hon. member for Warrego endeavours
to lead the people to believe that I did not
feep to my word and give him that week.
Tt was on a Friday that the hon. member
for Warrego had the meeting with me, and
on Saturday, 25th May, he left for Sydney.
ITe did not return until Monday, 10th June.
It was my intention to proceed North on
Monday, 10th June, and I did not give my
deeision until 12 noon on Monday, 10th June,
so that, instead of giving the hon. member
a week, I really gave lum sicteen days, I
held back my decision ns long as I possibly
could. I tried to play as fair with the hon.
membor for War as 1 do with anyone
cleo, I can assure you, Mr, Roberts, that,
while I ocecapy ray preseni position, 1 do
not intend to favour or fear anyone. I
intend to do my duaty in the interests of the
Ptate.

When speaking on the second reading of
(he Aining Trust Limited Agrecment Ratifi-
cation Bill, the lLion. member for V\"ut:{ego
is reported in © Flansard 7 as having said—

o

« Tollowing on this T had this interview
with the Seceetary for Mines, who quite
natarally expressed a wish to get the
matter cleaned up. I told him I would
w0 to Sydnow the next day end confer.
Drokably they thousht this »was a good
ime to get to it while I was sway.,

4 in Gvdney a week, they having
promisnd fo Hix up an interview, Having
pat me off from day to day, at the end
of that time t! said that really there
Was 1O Lo a meeting at all,

ar
2

But in the w y it being told
fo our friends that Mr. “Mecartney, the

colicitor for the TIsa Alinex Company,
was to be Agent-General and that TIsa
Mines could get anvthing it wanted. It
is u fact that on the following Tuesday
—7 same back to Brirbane Immediately.
but the Minister had gono North on the
Monday.”

The hen. memher for Warrcgo forgets that
it was Tuesdsy week when he came back to
Rrisbane. He there atbempts to discredit and
besmirch the honour of the Agent-Cleneral
for Queensland, who Is not now in the State,
and who cannot defend himself. It is no use
the hon. member attempting to put thab

14
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over the people of Queensland, because the
confidence of the people of Qucensland to
an individual is behind the Agent-General,
and that being so the hon. member for
Farrego cannot possess their confidence. The
hou. member alvo stated—

“ Having put me off . , .”

That had nothing to do with me. When he
came to me I dealt as fairly as I possibly
could with him. I asked bin in the interests
of all the partics concerned to endeavour to
settie the matter amicably. 'The reply that
I received was ““ They offered me a peanut,
and I wanted a watormelon,”  After dis-
cussing the matter with him, he informed
me that, if he were Sccretary for Mines, he
would not entevtain the application of the
company. I asked him quietly did he own
those lcases. He said he did. I said that
I had yet to learn that he did own them.

Mr. JonNes: He said he owned them under
optiou,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I said
tc the hon. member, “ Have you complied
with the labour conditions ?”’ He said  No,
I cannot say that I have.” I also asked him
if he had had the courtesy to apply for
exemption from the labour conditions on
those leases. Fe said he could not say that
he had done so. It was not until I passed
these remarks that the hon. member for
Warrego condescended to go to Sydiey to
interview the representatives of the Mount
Tsa Company, Previous to that the attitude
he adopted was that, as I was a new
Minister, he could bluster and put the con-
fidence trick over me, as it were, and thus
get what he wanted. When he saw that I
was not to be so easily influenced, he asked
me—in fact, almost begged of me—to give
him the opportunity to go to Srdney and
discuss the matter with the representatives
of the Mount Isa Company. That was the
whole interview the hon. member had with
me in regard to those leases. I say definitely
that I was not acting in collusion with the
present Agent-General, and that nothing of
the sort ever enteved my mind, and I am
sure it did not entor the mind of the Agent-
General. 1 refured to sce the repressntatives
of the Mount Tsa Company until the time I
gave the hon. member for Warrego to visit
had elapsed. I never saw the company’s
represontatives afterwards, as I left for the
North that afterncon, and I placed the over-
sight of my department in the hands of the
Attorney-General. I am suve that, on the
facts as I have given them to the Com-
mittee, no  ono ean accus: e of any
collusion. )

M4 pom.]

As there was reallv no discussion on the
vote for the Chicf” Office, there is nothing
much for me to say, except to mention that
the Istimates for this year ars based on the
exprnditure for last year. I desired, how-
ever, to take the opnortunity of clearing
the different people whom the hon. member
for Warrego tried to implicate in his
remarks.

ftem (Chief Office) agreed to.

IN ATD OF MINING.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon
E. A, Atherton, Chillagoe) . I bog to move—
“That £12,600 be granted ¢ In Aid of
Mining.” ”
Mr JONES (Paddington): I notice that
there is an increase of £4,000 provided this
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year for prospecting. This is a very difficu't
vote to administer—a fact of which I made
no secret during my tenure of office. I
should like to see a very much larger sum
placed on the Iistimates in aid of mining
in order that prospecting might be assisted
in the State. Hitherto no Government has
done much in that direction, and I should
like to sce the armount £100,000 instead of
the £10.000 provided now. To allocate
£10,000 in a big State litke Queensland and
give general satisfaction to prospectors is
one of the hardest things in the world.

Ths SECRETARY FOR 1\11NES‘: Of course, we
have (o cut our suit according to our cloth.

Mr. JONES: I am not complajning of the
increase which has been provided this year;
i merely condemn the general prospecting
system in force in Queensland to-day.
Whilst I do not for a moment decry the
wonderful service rendered by the old
pioneers and prospectors, and realise that
they should be assisted in their declining
vears, I think the present system is wrong,
and have held that opinion for many years.
Prospecting so far Las not been properly
defined. I do not think that the term means
merely the going out into virgin country
and iooking for shows. Rather do I think—
and the hon. member for Gympie may agree
with me—that prospecting to-day might be
applied to an older field, like Gympie, which
had been previously discovered. The ques-
tion 15 not so much one of discovering new
fields but rather centres on ore-bodies
already discovered. We Lknow of huge
deposits that would go as high as from 5 lo
10 per cenbt. which are lying idle to-day,
simply because our methods of treatment
are obsolete. That is one phase of the
mining industry to which some attentioa
should be given.

DProspecting  should not be defined | as
merely going out and searching for a capital
lode and! then developing it.  Prospecting
should be regarded as treating and develop-
ing some of the ore-bodiss and fields already
discovered. T know that it is very difficult
for the nister to sbandon the presont
svstem altogether. The hsnding out of a
few pounds a weck—he cannot give full
wages—is nol meeting with the success that
sreat raany people think., Mount Tsa was
svered by two prospectors who had never
ivod any Government assistance at all.
f we are to help the mining industry as it
should b2 helped, we want to alter the
present gvstem, and, instead of the Minister
havirg to come to this House to ratify
aoreements, ho should have power under
the Mining Act to deal with theose guestions
even when Parliament is not sitting. He
should be cmpowered to subsidise the indus-
try to a greafer extent, and T always thought
so when I was in charge of the depsrtment.
T know the Ministor can retort, * Why did
vou not do that when you were here?” 1
would point out that I had to fight for the

" industrr, as he will have to fight for it. The

industry should be dealt with in a much
bigger way, as I suggest.

Ttem (In Aid of Mining) agreed to.

MINING FIELDS.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
B. A. Atherton, Chilingoe): I beg to move—
“ That £39,290 be granted for ¢ Mining
TFields.” ”
Mr. Jones.]
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Mr. JONES (Puddington): As one who
has had a long connoction with the Depart-
ment of Mines, I would not like this vote
to pass without some comment, as it may
be the only opportunity I shall have to
express my great satisfaction with the
Geological Survey Department of this Stata,
In the Geological Survey Department of
Queensland we have some of the finest men
and most capable geologists in the State.
The strange part is that we have not more.
I think the time is opportune to male some
plea for the traininz of some of our young
university studcnts in this profession.  The
time will arrive in Australia very shortly
—in Queensland it has arrived—when tho
various Governments will find diffeulty in
maintaining a staff of geologists.  When
adding to the staff a year or so ago, Pro-
fessor Richards, of the Queersland Tinivei-
sity, told me that after Mr. Denmead, a
bright young man, came from the university
to the Geological Department, he had no
roung men in training as geologists.

I do not know whether the position is due

to  the small salary paid, and under
our system of government I have to take my
share of responsibility in that vegard. It
is regrettable to think that a man like Mr.
Ball, Deputy Chief Governmrnt Geologist,
is still on a salary of £700. I do not want

the Minister fo interject and say, “You
should have raised the salary.”” Te knows
tho difficulty one is confronted with. There

woe have a man who is worth a great deal
more than he is getting. Speaking generally,
the Government Geologist and the other
members of the staff are a fine body of
men. The mining industry will depend a
great deal in the future on this branch of
the denartment.  Geological survey work
before developmental work, particularly in
the petroleum industry, is very important.
What the geologist can do in that direction
is to point out the structures mest favourable
for the accumulation of oil. I know there
are people in the State who expect the geolo-
gists to say, ‘‘ There are oilpools here and
oilpools there.” Mr. Ball, who is equal to
the best geologists in the world, points out
what the geologist can do and what he
cannot do. The geologist can prevent the
expenditure of large sums of money in use-
less prospecting, drilling, or blind-stabbing.
That is where a man of the ability of Mr.
Ball is of great value to Australia in regard
to petroleum geology. He can point out
the locations which have favourable struc-
tures for oil. The public may expect more
than that, but we know that scientific geology
does not permit of more being done.

I rose chiefly to pavy a tribute to the
geological survey staff, including the officers
conducting operations in outside mining
fields. The Minister knows by this time that
he has a staff of which he may well be
proud. If my anticipations are correct, he
has taken charge of the department at
a very fortunate time for himself and the
State. Ilon. members opposite may call me
optimistic if they wish, but the hon. gentle-
man has taken over the department just ab
the time when Mount Isa will develop, and
the Herberton and other tinfields in the
North are capable of great development.
Oil-prospecting also is now at a stage when
he can reasonably hope for success.

The TrREASURER: You
garded as being optimistic,

[Mr. Jones.

are generally re-
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Mr. JONES: Yes. I know the struggle
that has taken place in regard to oil-pros-
pecting. I have never stated in this Chamber
that oil has been definitely discovered in
Queensland in commercial quantities, but,
after careful study, I anticipate—and I am
supported by the opinion of the State
geologists—that the prospects of finding
oil in commercial quantities in the western
portion of Queensland, particularly at Long-
reach and in the Roma district—are still vers
promising.

In this search for oil what wus regarded us
a fact yesterday may be an absurdity to-day,
or an absurdity to-day may be a fact
temorrow, but I believe that Mr. Bsll and
others in the department associated with him
have done signal service by the very careful
reports they have made. I believe eventually
ve shall be successful.

This vote also embraces geophysical pros-
pecting. I was respousible for Mr. Dunstan,
the Chief Government Geologizt, going to
Germany to inquire into geophysics in that
couniry. I will

1 am hoping that geophysics
be the link that the geologists have been
looking for—knowing as I do that geology
is not an exact science. The report that we
have had so far is the report by the com:-
mercial representatives of the Iibof Institute.
We have to be very careful in this matter.
I have submiited certain questions to the
Minister on this line of argument, and he
has answered them, I know that he cannot
compel the Flbof Institute to supply him
with the scientific report on which the com-
mercial representative’s report was based, but
he has promised to ask for it. If that report
were supported by men like Mr. Ball or the
Chief Government Geologist, Mr. Dunstan,
their deductions would be of valuc to the
department and the people of the State, but
ar present we are at sixes and sevens, We
do not know whether to take the report
seriously or not. I do not think that we
have yet had a scientific report. Personally
—not because the report was unfavourable—
I am not prepared to accept it. It is like a
geophysical report on ground where we have
had two drills put down, but we thought that
geophysical methods would discern the geo-
logical character of the country before the
drilis, and determine not only the structure
but also the mineral or oil content that might
be there. It iseasy to make a report after two
drills have gone down in the ared over which
the survey has been made. A week part of
that report is that it makes a wholesale
condemnation of the Maranoa basin, although
the geophysicists surveyed enly 2 or 3 square
miles of that area. I do not think that it
is fair to the geologists or the science of
geology that a report like that should go
out without some further investigation., and
I hope that we shall be able to get the
scientific report of the Tlbof Institute so that
it can be submitted to the geologists.

At anv rate, I pay my tribute to the
Geological Survey Department and the men
engaged In the outer fields of the State,
becsuse I helieve they are rendering signal
soervice to Queensland.

Item {Mining Fields) agreed to,

STATE MINING OPERATIONS.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoc): I beg to move—

“That £2,650 be granted for ¢Htate
Mining Operations.” ”’
Item agreed to.
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¢ QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT MINING JOURNAL.”
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon, E.
A, Atherton, Chillugoe): 1 beg to move—
“ That £2,325 be granted for ¢ Quecns-
land Government Mining Journal!”
Ttem agreed to.
Rammways.
GENERAL ESTARLISHMENT—-CHIEY OFFICE.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon, Godfrey Morgun, Muriliv): I beg to
OV e—
“That £112,800 be granted for ‘General
Bstablishment-—Chief Office.”

The apparent saving over last year’s appro-
priation is £34 and £13 over last year's
actual expenditure; but the saving is much
more, 88 the vear’s provisicn includes auto-
matic award incrcases totalling £1,180. 'I“ne
iotal appropriation scught for the dopmtnu

is £6,203,220, dudmg £8,220 for the Intel-
licence and Tourist Bureau hitherto pro-
vided for in the Chief Scerctary’s Estimates.
The corsnsponding provision for last wear
was £6,824.211, so that £115,991 less is 'Hkod

for thiz vear than was provided for in
1923-29.  The strictest economy, consistcat
with s fuv' and without impeiring efficienc;

has been observed m framing the Estimates.
The astount asked 101 15 £2, 059 less than ihe
actual expenditure last year, notwithstanding
that there are 102 morc miles of line open
than at the beginniug of lust vear; that
£42,932 has to be provided to meet auto-
matic in cs due under the award: and
also an additional £25,000 has been included
for boiler replacements and several other
items of additional unavoidable oxpenditure.
With the continuance of the strictest economy
in every avenue of \\Oll\]ﬂﬁ' I am convinced
the rednced provision It be sufficient to
meet  the department’s roguivernents,  the
figures for the first three months of the year
confirming my views, as the expenditure
for the period is £49,336 less than for the
corresponding period last vear.

The probuhble revenue for the rear 1929-30
has been set down at £7,675,000, or £107,719
more than last year’s receipts. Though the
effects of the drought conditious which still

o

oblain in =several of ¢ BState are
reflected in the railway veceipts, improve-
ments in traffic in other directions looked

for. Motor competition is still affecting the
department’s revenue, particularly in short
distance passenger trafio—the bulky and
lower classified goods being left for the rail-
ways to carry mpetition is being

firmly grappled with by the dop riraent, and

some of the traffic previously diverted has
been regained. Xvervthing pessibla will he
dene to popularise the rsilways, unlwwv

motor services will be extended or estahlished
where they can be arranged economically, in
order to provide a quic ¢ than is
ith mixed trains. Spee

feed

sossible w il xtto'}tlon
will ba ven to the expeditions handling

and transit of livestock and goods trafiic.
The institution of rail motors has had a very
beneficial ¢ffect on the revenue of the depart-
ment. Tun many cases where the dopa“*ment
was subject to very keen competition, that
competition has been removed co.rmletely by
the tnstitution of rail motors, It is the inten-
tion of the department to extend that service
wherever possible.  Applications have been
received from all over the State, and at the
present time a large number of rail motors
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are under construction with a view tc
engaging in that competition. In some
instances that mey mean fewer goods or

mixed trains. 'The department is finding
that the people prefer the quicker motor
transport.  That motor transport does not
interfere with the conveyance of goods owing
o the fact 1.7"1' Wwe run goods trains on those
lines also. Special attention will be given to
the transportation of livestock and of the
goods traffic,

Mr, KIRWAN (Brisbune): I expected that
the Minister would have given this Com-
mittee some information on the policy that
the (Government, after five months’ mature
consideration, had decided to adept in con-

ncetion with the Railway Depariment. We
can all recall that, when the hon. gentleman
win sitfing in opposition, he had a great

d»‘.n to say aboui the mansgement of the
railvays. It would be very mtcxes ing to
know what recommepdations he has made to

the Cabinet with a view to making the rail-
wars pay. I would eho like to Kiow what
hae been done in the d1 cc“lon of gotting rid

of what lie aond his colleaguos, when in
opposition, described as the politic&l control
of the railways. Quite rccently the hon,
gentleman—I presurne on the advice of his
responsible officers—decided to close certain

stations anthorpe and Warwick

and en into gates, W'«xih) in other
ins ded to convert gates into

i3 The conversion of gates
nm wayside stations means that goods are
put down ai those stations at the risk of the
owner,

T

Joxez: That will not aid the revenue
ihe department.

Al KIR“ It will also be intoresting
10 kuow cevtain facts concerning the transfer
of station- 'na~401* from certain important
inetropolitan suburban stations and the sub-
~1mmon in their place of gute}\ee’)ms Ono
of these stations—Wooloowin—had been re-

> ed ws un important station ever since I
ecollect, and my recollection carries me

of

4

J -

yOrs hack. The samo policy is con-
cmplated  in connection  with  Milton,
Taring and Auchenflower, and, whether

that policy will be extended to cqually im-
portant stations hetween Ipswich, Sandgate,
‘md Pinkenba I do not know. If the Minister
has in mind the transfer of gatekeepers from
such places as Clayfield, Virginia, or Gee-
Inng to the stations I have mentioned, will
he inform this Committee whether it is
expected that these women shall do the work
cppertaining to their duties at ihose stations
for the same pay and allowances as they are
now reeeiving?  Is it the policy of the
(gmormnm\t to transfer station-masters in
receipt of, say, £6 per wezk, and replace
them with gatekeepers at £2 17s. 6d. per
week to do the sume quantum of work, in an
cffort to reduce the railway deficit and to
attain greater cfficiency?

I would also like the 2%inister to make
some definite pronouncement on the policy
of the Goverament in regard to *‘Ptmnf’hment
We lkuow that a onaldor ablo «LH‘O‘H’M of
retrenchment is 'romrr on in the railway ser-
vice, and hon. members are anxious to learn
swhether any definite decision in this respect
has been arrived st by the Cabinet.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
stated the other evening that the Railway
Department had dispensed with the services
of fourteen men at Townsville recently; and

Mr. Kawan.]
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there is a rumour cuvrrent that drastic
retrenchment is contemplated in the Rail-
way Dopar\‘m‘mt where the axe is hanging
over the heads of unfortunate employzes who
have been in the department for long veriods
of time.

[4.30 p.m.]

Whe BrerEsry Vor  RAlLwavs:
spreading that rumour?

Mr, KIBWAN: Not 1

Mr. MaxwerL: You may Lo geiting others
to do it for you.

Mr KIRWAN: As the Treasurer would
say in that characteristic manner of his, “ It
has besn generally mpor‘e‘ ” «Lau"nter)

The SroreTARY vOR RALwars: For political
purposes !

Mr. KIRWAN: I am astounded that the
Qecretary for Railways should suggest that
the Treasurer would do anything for poli-
tical purposes.

The Treasvrer: Surely you are not accus-
ing me of doing anything” for political pur-
poses ?

Mr. KIRWAN : There is no need for me
to do so; the Secretary for Railways has
already accused the hon. gentleman,

The Minister made reference to the tre-
mendous competition which the Railway
Department is facing from the increasing
motor traffic. Unqueatxonao{v motor trans-
port has become very popular in the carriage
of passengers and goods. The preblem is
not contined to Queensland; it is Common-

wealth-wide, and extends to New Zealand,
where 1econt1v the responalbl head of the
Railw: ay De}\uhm‘n’r told the public in cer-
fain country districts that the railways would
be closed dewn if the public did not patrenise
them, e CXDI‘{,)*C[ viaws similar to those
cxprossed i)v the Secretacy for Railways here,
when ho ¢ J that it was not prmm:od t6
utilise the mnwav merely for the carriage

Who is

of non- paving bulkcy articles such as a!A
vanised iren, machinery, ete., and atlow
sport to cater for nwh -lass yoods

h rates of frew]u waore obtain-

Mr. Nmwuo: Gur Minister hes
. ;
the s«ame scuiiments hero.

O My, KIRWAN: If the hon. gentleman had

listened " to e, he would have heard me
stale that ihe problem is not oniy an Aus-
tralian one, Lu’r affects the world. 1In the
Unit 7d‘ States, for example, I am told tha

the raily will tocater for irafiic fox
intermediate stations on a line simnilar 1o
that from Dris shane io Tooweomba, the traflic
for the intermediate stations being handled
by 1notor travsport, w nch is yun in con-

expressed

junction  with the o sorvices, In
England, {0, “'Jd Aa,ilway
(cmwmm are dmo difficulty,

rerticularly so ¢ many good mad,
there, and uﬂmdf\wb% develenment is taking
plucf- in cre neaw Jouh for sntor trans-
port.  On one x:min road which 1 con-
nect two cities t‘m( a sum of £5,000,000
i8 being ¢xpended ; so tbmf At will l)@ apparens
that the {iu\,shfm of the increasing motor
competitizn with the railway es is not
conflined to the Secretary for Railwavs and
his responsible officers, '

I do not wish o take up the time of other
bon. members, but, as this is perhaps one
of the most Impm‘fant departments of the
State, I wizh to deal with one or two other
matiors. should like some information

1
{Hr. Kinwgn,
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fmm the Minister in connection with facili-
ties for dealing \ch Iuggage at the Central
Railway b*atxon in regard to which I asked
a qumtlon this morning. I happened to bs
down at ihe Lortral Staticn yesterday, and
I found these luggage porters carrying two
or three portmsnteaux, w h1<,h is not a proper
method of deualing with lugguge. As the
hon. gentleman knows, on both the Sydney
and JMelbourne platforms the portoers are pro-
vided with speeial luggage barrows.

The SrcreErsry Tor Ramwways: There is

ory little room ab the Central Station. In
b\clnny and Meibourne they have to carry
thn luggage perhaps a guarter of a mile,
while here it iz only necessary to carry it a
few yards.

My, KIRWAN: Thoe distance from the
platform in Bydney to a motor vehicle
the main sirect is not very great.

The Srcrersry vor Ramwwavs: There are
stairs at the Brisbane Central Station.

Myr. KIRWAN : If the hon. gentlemar was
travelling by the Western mail with two or
three members of his family and he had four
or five portmanteaux, it would not be a very
nice job for the porter to pick up those port-
manteaux and carry them down No. 1 plat-
form, Surely provision for half-a-dozen bar-
rows would facilitate the work and be a con-
\emenm not only to the luggage porters
but also to the passengers. There is suffi-
cient room on the Central Station platforms
for a couple of barrows,

Mr. Maxwerr: IHow are you going to get
the trucks down the stairs?

Mr. KRIRWAN: During the whole of my
time at the Clentral Station I never saw a
truck being wheeled down the stairs from
No. 4 platformi.  As a rule, p»s:envers who
land at platforms 4, 5, and 6 pick up a
molor-car ou that side of the station in the
same way that passengers who land at No, 1
platform pick up a vehicle in Ann stre ‘et
There i3 no necessity for a person who arvives
Ls the Northern mail to ask a luggage por-
tor to take his Juggage out to Ann street.
I trust the Minizter will give the Committee
the informaiion asked for. In view of the
ssusrion that used to take place when the
hon. gentleman and his collesgues occupied
this side of the Hou it i Tensonable to
v thui they have given (omzdemtlon
to this problem, paxtlcularly as they have
stafod that ther are going to put the rail-
ways on a conunercial sis, I think the
C )mmht e iz cntitled 1o a declaration of
policy from the hon. gentleman, particularly
10 Jwaul to tno inteations of the Govern-
mont with regard to the staff.

<~onm I n a consideration ouvht to be given

an increase in salary to_a womnan
asked to do work, say at Milton or
which s previously done by a
ter. I hope the Minister will give

derable increa Jary in thet
dm tiori.
Mr. BRASSINGTON (Bulonnc): 1 was

somewhat surpriscd at the statersent made
by the Minister to-day. Prior to the lasb
(\mctlon and in fact for many years pust,
hon. members opposite, including the present
Sceretary for Railways, continually criticisad
the late Goversment for what they termed
their lack of policy regarding the railway
svatem.  They also stated during the election
campaign that they were going to wntroduce
4 system of control on the railways which
would do eway with the yearly deficit and
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place the railways on a_sound basis. Tha
statement made by the Minister this after-
noon docs not even suggest any definite policy
in that regard. If the hon. @nnt]omfm has a
‘definite policy to overcome the evil, he has
modestly conccaled it from us, 1 hope
that, when he rises again, he will give us
informaticn which will ]thlfv us in hopmff
that, when we are discussing this Estimate
next year, the railways will “be in a better
position than they are now.

The only thing the Government have done,
so far a= [ can see, singe coming into power,
has been to introduce a pohcv of retrench-
ment. I have in mind that certain stations
threcughout the State ave being closed down,
and 1 understand that the officers on those
stations have been offered employment as
lengthsmen or on construction work, 1 hope
the Minister will give us definite information
on that point. It is hardly fair to men who
have scrved the Railway Department faith-
fully and well to be removed from their
positiors and senl to lower-grade work, ov
poss.bly be put out of the service altogether.

I desire now to refer to the question of rail-
way passes. Some time ago the Minister
startled the State by saying that ia future
the Railway DLp(uLment would not bear the
expense of the passes issued. That statement
was interpreted by people outside to mean
that in future no free passes would be issued
by the Railway Department. In fact, the
hon, gentioman was looked upon as a onder-
ful administrator, and as cne who had the
courage 1o tnckle this problem and introdues
2 salutary reform. I understand that the re-
spenability for a number of those passes is

placed 0'1 the shoulders of another
‘tment, and the cost of the passes for the
f turﬂ will be debited to the Trearury. Is
there any wonderful statesmanship in that
action? {(‘an that honestly be claimed as a
reform in the railwav scrviee? Is that an
exanple of the way the Minister is going to
tackle the “difficult problem of railway
adminiztration and place our railways on a
sourd basis?

He also forgot to add that, as a result
of the Government’s tampering with the issue
of free passes, he has cut out passes to rail-
way entployees and their dependants who
may become ill and need medical attention.
Formerly they were entitled to passes to
enable them to come to town and receive
such attention. Only the other day a case
came under my notice in which the wife of
a fettlor had occasion, before the defecat of
the Labour Government, to come to Brishane
to receive attention. After the elections the
hushand was informed that passes in such
cases as hers wonld no lenger be issucd, and
she was faced with the possibility of having
to pay hor fare back to the West. I want
to bhe fair, and sav that, when I brought
the case urder the notice of the :Luthorltle
they were good ercugh to give her a pass,
but I u-derstand that in future such passes
are to be cut out. I deplore that action,
becouse the pass was an emeorgoency one, and
I hore the Government will reconsider the
dession,

The hon. gentleman is always talking about
ma®ing tha railwars nay. I sunpose thot
nevt vear he will show a vcduction in the
deficit, bnt he will carefully hide th~ fact
that the nrofits from the rail vay refreshwaent-
rroms bhave been inelnded in the railway
revorue.  That and oth r metheds will be
adopted by him to cut down the deficit, but
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I suggest that, if the Government wish to
make progress in that direction, they should
at least bring forward some sound policy
instead of a policy of cutting out necessities
and introducing side issues.

The last hon. member who addressed the
Committee had something to say about motor
transport.  Ile pointed out the difficulties
in the way of the railways successfuhy com-
peting with motor trans port. The amusing
thing about this problem is the fact that
past Governments—I make no apology for
what { am about to say—introduced a policy
of building finze main roads parallel to our
railways—for instance, that from Brisbane
to Ipswich—and I see that the present Go-
vernment are going to follow the same
practice.  The road between Ipswich and
Toowoomba 1is being further improved to
make it as easy as posslble for motor traffic
to compete with our railway system. I
deplore that pohcy, and I say that a gre:t
department like the railways, in which
approximately £60,000,000 is invested, should
be protected a far as possible from unfair
competition. I think it would be wise, as
tar as possible, to avoid building these fine
main roads parallel with railways.

I am one of those who are interested in
knowing when the Minister will submit the
report of the committec which reeenily
inquired into the railway workshops of this
State. I understood about five or six wee
ago that it would be made available within
thece w cocks, but we have heard ncthing of
it, It may De that the committee fouad vory
little to report on, and conscquently the

Government are not keen ou submitting its
report to us.
The SrcmeTarY FoR Rarnwavs: T have not

got the report yet.

BRASSINGTON: Then why d:a tha
er not tell us that five or six weeks
He gave us to unduratand that lt would
weeks. I hope that 1« pOIu

ano ?
be_ ready in three
will be made available as scon as pu sible

The SepcRETARY FOR Ramwwavs: It will be‘

3Ir. BRASSINGTON: Let us hope that
hon. members oppcsite will be able to insti-
tute some reform following on ths creation
of this expensive commission—orne that might
very well have been done without.

I wish to refer to several matters affecting
my own elcctorate, and in drawing attent’on
to these matters 1 have the Whoehauted
sympathy of the Secretary for Raiiways, or
at least he told the people in my eclectorate
that he favoured the construction of a rai-
sway to St. George and the completion of the
railway from Meandarra to Surat.

1 shaH deal with the latter railway Hrst.
That railway has been in the coursc of con-
struction for many years, its termnus be'ng
now at Meandarra. So long as the terminua
remams at that pomt the railway cann~t
be a paying propos’tien. Tt must he ex-
tonded until the Surat district is tapped, and
the linc ultimately constructed to the tewa
of Surat. If the wonderfully rich Surat d’s-
trict were tapped. the l'ne, if not a payabie
pro’ ositicn, would at least carn roore than
it is carning at the present time. The Surs
“t is a wondorfally rich pa il WJis

nroduetive of {hous amLIs of bales of
vool avrually and of thousands of head of
stoel. rte. In addition. the district s
creinently su'table for the nltivation «of
wheat and other crons, all that is reguired
for 'ts development being a railway.

Mr, Brassington.]
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The case for the St. George railway is even
stronger. For many years the construction
of this line has been a political football.
Away back in 1887 the residents of that town

agiteted for a railway; hut, owing to pres-
sure Dbeinz brought to bcz., Lonﬂderahl«
haggling took place as to the route. Onn

section claimed that it should be constructed
north to the Western line, Another scction
contended that it should be constructed froin
Pittsworth : «nd still another scction claimed
that the line should he extended from War-
wick., TIiventually the construction of the
line was commenced, but, when it neared
St. George, political influcnce was brought 1o
bear to such an extent that the line did nol
proceed to St. Gr\mgo but was diverted 50
miles to the south t gh the properties of
the Australian Pastoral Comnpan thereby
Lonaldernb' ; ohhfmcm&{ lm vahie of its laud
That is the pesition to-day. Continued agita-
tion for the construction of the line to St.
George met with little encouragement at the
hands of the former Tory (lovernment. I
have no doubt that, had the Government
which I had the honour to \upport been
seturned at the last election, they would have
constructed the line and opened np  this
wonderful district of St. (George.

My. Wanren: They were fifteen
thinking about it.

Mr. BRASSINGTON : During those fiftern
years the late Governwment consiructed many
miles of railway with great benefit to the
peopls of the State. Tn the St. George dis
trict we have some of the finest country 1u
Queensland—couniry capable of producing
practically anything that may be desired.
All that is required now Is a railway, and
I respectfully rcquost the Minister this affer-
noon to ﬂwe the plopos1t10n his consideration
with a view to having the railway constructed
in the near future.

veais

There is another little matter that T must
touch upon before concluding. The Minister
made reference to the institution of rail
motors, and claimed that the rail motors
are a wonderful success, being instrumental
in winning back io the depar ment a con-
siderable quantits of traffic that previouwsiv
had been ! l( sh.

T can suggest a way whereby an improve-
ment in the earnings on the South-Western
fine can be effected, ‘and that is by continuing
the motor train now running to Goondiwind1i
<1 to Dirranbandi, the terminus of the line.
I l‘op(‘ that the Minister will ses his way
clear to do thab. as it w=ill make for the
convenicnce of the people in the Dirran-
bandi district, and inspire more confidence in
the south-western portion of Queensland in
the efficiency of the railway system.

Another matter which
s{ituents in the Cunnamulla district is the
question of running the sleepev carriages on
the Western mail as far as Cunnamulla.
For many years it has been the pra ﬂtlce of
travellers to engege their slecpers in Bris-
hane. bhut, on wxx‘w'xl at Charleville, the
slecping-coaches are disconnected, and pas-
sengers have to change into anothor carriage
in order to complete the remaining 120 wiles
of their journey. They are tbu:. compelled
t> put up with some inesnvenience and to
travel with a Jeser degree of comfort. 1
would suggest to the Minister ihat these
steening-conches  be allowed to run  from
Brisbane to Cunnamulla, and thus give to
the people in our far south-western district

[Myr. Brassington.

concarns my con-
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the greatest measure of comfort possible when
travelling.

I make these suggestions to the Minister
in the hope that in the very near future he
will be able to give them his ecarncst con-
sideration, and coxtend a measure of relief
to the people living in our western areas.

At 4.58 pan.,
Mr. Maxwrr
of Temporar:
mian 10 the

CMroWL FORGAN SMITH (3Mackay): The
Railway Department requirves very serious
(()11~1(101<1t10.1 from any Parliament. The
large capitalis n, the wide services it gives
to the people, and the problems that are
ited to the Government in running rail
s are becoming more acute cach year.

interesting to review some of the
es relating to railway revenue and rail-
expenditure and the general effect of
wyotor competition on railway revenue. In
his  TFinancial Statement the Treasurer
referred to the railway indebtedness and
various other matters dealing therewith. One
of the statements T wish to call attention
to is one, not made by the Treasurer but
frequently heard in various portions of the
State—that is, that there is an accumulated
railway reficit in the vicinitv of £19,000,000.
That is a most misleading statement and
is perfectly untrue. There is no such thing
az an accumulated railway deficit, as the
Ticasurer and Secretsry for Railways well
Inow. Those hon. gentlemen know that each
vear the railway defieit is a charge on
consolidated revenue.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS:
nevertheless.

Mr, W. FORGAN SMITH: It is a loss
certainly, but not an aceumulated deficit,
which 1s an entirely different thing. The
Treasurer deals with this matter in his
Budget speech, and makes reference to what
has occurred in New South Wales. Tho
Treasurer of New South Wales, Mr. Stephens,
has introduced a system which separates the
railway accounts from the general accounts
of the State, and by that means is able to
show a budget surplus, which does not take
into consideration any railwav deficit, which
might alter the position cntirely. That
svstemr would enable the Treasurer to show
o surplus, swhen, as a matter of fact, there
was no surplus at all. The Treasurer does
not agice with that move on the part of the
Treasurer of Now South Wales, and I am
inclined to agree with him, After all, the
railvay account affects the State balance-
sheet, and it is just and proper that any
deficit on the railways should be taken into
account, just as the figures of any other

L (Toowony),
Chairmen,
chair,

one of the panel
relieved the Chair-

It is a loss,

department are taken into account. At any
rate, whatever benefits may accrue to the
Treasurer of New South Wales by this

system, it is misleading from the point of
view of the general public in regard to the
revenue and cxpenditure of the State,

{5 p.m.]

In 1915 the capitalisation of the railways
was set down at £37,332,930 for a mileage of
4,838, whilst at the end of last financial
vear the capitalisation was £63,064,333 for
6,447 miles of railway, or an increase in
mileage during the period of 1,603. The
interest bill in 1915 was £1,381,318; in 1929,
£2,969,826, or an increase of £1,588.508 dur-
ing the period under review., Furthermore,
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having regard to the capital invested, the
intarest fluctnates each vear. In 1910- 11 the
interest was £3 13 10d. per cent.; in
1914-15, the last year of the Denham Grovern-
ment, it was £3 13s. 9d. per cent., showing
a difference of 5s. 1d. per cent. between
1011 =nd 1915 In 1924-25 the interest on
capitalisztion was £2 19:. 4d. per cent.; in
1928—29_ ;82 Zs, 3d. The earlier year, 1924-25,

of record production in this
alarly with regard to cur primary
T vear the Treasurer 1s

This )
 an increase in railwax revenue,

aotwithstanding that the record revenuc was
in the past vear, and that in 1924.25—the
vear  of  record  proeduction—the  railway

Tess that for which the

FOVOOUE WAS i’f.an
Trens has budgeted.
Tressurer has budgeted
TOR
ed cons

Raumwavs:  Treights

have been increas iderably sinece then.
Mr. W, FORGAN SMITH: Quaite so. I

undevstaud that all those things ave factors

in the matter; but T am cullm&r atten‘wn to
the unfortunate position we are in during the

The SaCRUDARY

presert year.  Due to the protrasted dry
veather, the state of the country is bad,
and in some porvtions of the State, particu-

farly in the Houth-west, the conditions give
rise to considerable misgivings as to the
future. YTor example, although a large area

was placed wnder wheat and got a good start,
no one will sav to-day that the anticipations
of a couple of months ago will be realised
in the wheat harvested. In other parts
of the State, ioo, the dry weather is having
its eoffeet. The conditions for October plant-
ings of cance arve not at all promising, and

there is every likelihood of a considerable
shrivkage in a1lw1y ravenus in the present
noal vear, due to climatic conditions

over which no (lovernment has any control.
1 hope the Treasurer’s cstimate of railway
rovenue will be rvealised, although the Secre-
ry for Railways knows full well that theve
1!'.‘&‘:0 likelihood of that bLeing so.  Last
the  railway revenue dInOUI)t(‘d to
17,501 281, which was £182.718 less than the
ctimmaled revenue, altho s £195,229
i excess of the receip the previous
: On that the Treasurer remarked—
“which iz a considerable improvement,
asd the largest vevenue collected by this
depariment in any vear.”

The estimaied railway esrnings for the pre-
sent financial  vear amount to  £7,675,00
whish is £107,719 in excess of the earnings
«f the previous wear, which wes a record.
in view of the circumstances T have alluded
o, there is little likelibood of an increase in
evenus to that extent.

16 is interesting
oin the catimated

to note that the saving

xpenditure last year was
£115,268. which vm];rowd very (OI):IJGI‘M}J]'
the position from the point of view of rail-
v revenue and expenditure.

'}"lm“ are certain mafters in connection
with iho railways to which we must give full

tion. The Minister has said that,
to motor transport, the public gener-
ally wre noi giving the support to the rail-
ways—a State institution-—that they ought
to give, That affects the position of all the
States very ¢ ably.  Tn Australia im-
poavisd Awerican ﬁor cars are displacing
workers who otherwise would be emploved in
wriltding  locomotives, railway carriages,
trucks, and so forth. That is taking place
in ¢ State, and seriously affects the
position.  In addition to that, the

[9 Ocroser.]
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shrinkage of traffic on certain lines, accord~
ing to the Minister's statement last week,
such that he will seriously have to conszder
whether those lines can be kopt open or not.
In America, owing to sumlar circumitances,
ithey have clossrd down many branch lines.
In New Zealsand, whers they have very good
reads and good roadmaking material, the
Government have pointed out that State
ronds are a <ha10(- on the accumulated wealth
production of the State, as arc the railways,
and that they cannot afford to construct and
ruamfam th roads and railways, and con-

they arc putting it to ihe peopk

: dist: thz thov must decide
wlich- they in od to use. as

cannot affcrd both. Ii was provosed that,

if the people voted in favour of continuing
to use the roads, the railwavs would have

s be closed down. The position is more
soute  here because of our large railway

milesge and the large arca over which settle-
snt has taken place. Thers is a vast sccial
service atlached to the Railway Department
that canno! he estimated in a profit and loss
acoount or in a general budget statement.
In considering 1'a'lwav losses you must have
ard to the cffect a railway hus on land
~Ltf}omevt and to the advantage it is to the
people in cnabling them to “market their
goods. Having r(‘gard to our small popula-
tien and the scattered nature of that popula-
tion, it will be many yocars before the rail-
ways can be expected to pay. That is the
fact, no matter what Government may be
in power. A lot of bluff can be indulged in
on the political platforin about the railways,
but that is the position which faces every
Secretary for Railways, no matter what
Government may be in power. If the rail-
ways were transferrcd to private enterprise,
mbaUv they would only run those lines that
uav increase rates, and close down Othez‘s,
iu,m the State pOlI'L of view, it must be
vemembered that railways promotn settle-
ment, inerease land revenue, and in countless
different ways hMp the State. Apart from
any w dSLFfdl expenditure, I am satisfied that,
it vou tak into account the fact that the
Trcasury has only one till into which all
revenue flows, the railways are a good asset
1o the State.

Land revenue, incomo tax revenue, and
land rax revenue would be r-ntuely ditterent
were 1t not for the railway it has often
een wargued that the Railway Department
~honlc. get credit for some of the revenue
obfained through new railwars being buill.
A good argument can be put forward to
deal with the mlluws as o separate entity,
but it does not matter in the last ..,na‘}s‘s
what is done, because all the costs and
revenue go into one central fund, and it
is on that basis that you have to consider
the respective advantages or otherwi

I would like to know what the Minister
intends io do with regard to the branch
lines that he mentioned, and whether he
proposes to take any action in connection
with motor competition. 1t was proposed
at one of the Premiers’ conferences
attendel that all the States should {ace
these difficulties simultancously, and that a
gencral policy as between the States should
be put into ctfect. There is no doubt thai
the position is becoming m ericus every
year, 'Take the suburban aistricts of Bris-
bano for instance. At Northgate, where I
used to live a few yecars ago, lmrqe numbers
of people came inio town by train betwe
3 and 9 o'clock. There were four traing

My, Smith.)

o
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available between those howrs, and they into the department. The theory that a boy

were all full.  You had to stand in one
train if you were a bit late. Th=t position
is changed, as a large number of people are
now coming into town in their own motor
cars, and fewer trains run, as fewer pas:en-
gers are being carried. All the States are
affected in the same way. It was suggested
by the Treasurer of New South Wales, and
supported by the Victorian Government,
that simultancous action should be taken
by the respective States to deal with this
question of motor competition, It repro-
sents an economic loss to the State, and, if
a satisfactory system can be devised, action
should be tiken at a very early date. Of
course, we cannot hope to stand in the way
of progress—the internal combustion engine
has come to stay. We must recognise that
fact, and adapt our State methods of trans-
portaticn to the mnew conditions; but we
cannot continue for an indefinite period to
provide roads which will reduce the value
of State ts in the way I have stated,
The position has to be faced, and the
sooner it is faced the better. Personally,
I think the positon should be put clearly
before the prople. We have low freights
on the railwar lincs for the carriage of
produce, whercas the motor lorry is gotting
all the goods that pay a higher frei:
In that conncction somcthing may ba doie
to as:ist the department by a general appoal
to the public to use their own ass and
such an apposl should fiud a vesponsa from
every deccnt citizen. The position is getting
worse evory vear; the eyes of the trade are
beiny picked out by the motor lorries, and
ilway trains are being run for a rot ra
whicis does not pay for axle grease. Xjotor
trausport is getting the cream of the tralie
and at the same time breaking up the rosds.

o

The present Government have laken cer-

tain action with regard to the genecal
administration of the railways which las
meant dispensing with the scrvices of a
number of men. I understand that the

Miuister’s explanation is that that iz due
to the reversion to the coxztract system.
Men who were formerly employed as bridge
carpenters and general tradesmen are paid
off and contracts are being let. I do not
agree with the wisdom of that course.
From the point of view of effcctive work,
and having regard to the public safety, [
think the old system of cmployment of rail-
way servants was the best. I have no doubt
that the Government will in time revert to
the employment of labour on bridges and
other classes of railway work on which tse
public safety depends. The painting and
repairing of iron bridges over waterways is
work which it is not safe to let coatracts
for, because boltheads and things of that
kind have to be clean and dry blfore puint
is applied, and, if a contract is let v here
keen compotition takes place, the teadency
is to get over the work as quickly a3 T.03-
sible.  That is & matter that will have to
be seriously considered by the department.

With regard io the cmployment of appren-
tices 1 thi o that the department, havirg a
considerable number of cinp o ecs and work-
shops rroperly equipped wiere skilled men
can be trained, should train as many hoys
possible. I know that the position has b
difficult fcr many years; but the Mi
should take stens as wocn as possible in this
divection. A nunber of apprentices complete
their training cach year. and at least an
equal number of new boys should be brou

[HMr. Snulh,

ployed there.

in his first year would displace a journey-
man cannot be sustained, because apprentices
have to be broken in and until they are
about two years In the shop they cannot be
entrusted with much work. You cannot put
a boy of sivteen or seventeen years to a job
that only a properly trained man can do.
The Railway Department should co-operate
with other employers outside to train appren-
tices as far as 1s humanly possible. We
should net get into the hab:t of having only
a small proportion of our own citizens carry-
ing cut *he work of iraired artisans. I took
out the figures for Canada only a few years
sgo, when I was Secretary for Public Works,
znd I was astonished to find that less than
5 per cent. of native-born artisans were em-
Canada drew them from other
countries to a very great extent. The same
thing applies fo a large extent in the United
States of Amervica, with whose Department
of Labour I have been in touch for many
vears. That country is very largely depen-
dent on trained artisans frem Great Britain
and cmploys only a small percentage of
locally trained men. That is not good for
any State. We should net willingly contem-
plate the spectacle of our own boys growing
up ccndemned to bz labourers for other
people. We should give them a decent chaace
to learn trades. Given a chancs, they com-
pars weil with tredesmen from overse and
1t shonld be part of the economic policy of
any countrr to provide its own artisans as
ind v expands and new enterprises arise.

Mr. G. P, BARNES (Warwick): 1t

will

be a relicf for hon. mewhers onposte to
find that. notwithstandi the veports which
have 'n assiducusly clreulsted regarding

reducticns in the railway service, the appro-
priation for this year is alanost equal to that
of last year. ersonally I am very glad,
b:caus2 in every centre men have been very
much alarmed as to what might take place.
I hope that reductions will not bz nece sary.
I am aware, as has been pointed out by tha
Leader of the Oppos'tion, that the contract
svstein has been adopted in some cases—
perhaps in many cases—and that men inevit-
ably will be affceted thereby. The gangs
which have come under my observation
include men who are vory excellent tradis-
men, and I bespeak for them the best con-
sideration that can be given, I hope thut
they will be favourably co:zsidered for per-
manent work or employment under the con-
tract systew,

I spcak very frelingly on the mattoer,
because of my association with many of
thess mea who have doe very excellent
sorvice for the State.  Some people are

inclined to speak very dispavagingly of rail-
waymen, but iy expericucs has convinesd
ma that the majority «f thew resdcr the
bost possible servies to the State; and that
applies trox the Comunissicner right down
to the porter or to the fettler on the lengths.
Cn the whole, we have a right to expriss
plessure regarding the soriice rendered by
our men. 1 have to admit that we have
baen wanting on cecasions fron the poiut of
f pline. a~d that to som= extent
ne was broken down durirg ths
0 of the late  Govornment.
measures result in a fine ard
f i iHowe.er, T an not go'ng
to harp upon that Bygones in that direc-
tion are bygone.. It is for the department
and for every inan, cspecially in these days

.
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of stress through which we arc passing,
whether he be a rallwayman or not, te “put
his shoulder to the wheel” and help to

siraighten out the conditions of life which
exist around us, and which are so apnarent.
If we are to not on a firm footing again,
it can only be by eviry man domg his
utrnost.

There are several matters to which T would
fike to refer concerning the Railway Depart-

ment. I have ahund~ stated that I am
glad to note that there is no very great
idea of retrenchment. I wish that to be

particularly noted, so that the news wiil bo
spread far and wide? Much has been said
regarding competition with our railways, and
it has been remarked that the railways are
not vielding what they should have becn
yvielding. The fact is Hmt although we have
inercased our mileage from year to year,
we are carr ving practically very little more
goods than we “did years agu. Yet we have
mcreased our obligatious.  The renl answer
is that, although the valus of things has
increased, the guantity of primary products
has not increased. We have not supported
the Cemmissioser for Railwsys Ly aivng
him the goods to carry—that is the long
and short of it. We have not considered
agricultural develonmast and  deveiopment
genersll Wa must lay Ou‘S(‘]\'(,: out for it,
if the railways ars to pay.

Harking back to the competiticn men-
tioned by the Leader of thoe Oppesition, it is
surprising how covapetition is entering into
our life in connection with the ;n'lwass.
Going home last week I glanced out of the
carr'age window notiend a motor-lorvy
seurrying dl’“}]{! ng throe piancs, That
is not fair. T pianos shounld certainly

be carried by the instead of being
conveyerd to their nation by read. L
know that the temptation is greoat, Induce-

merts of this kind are held out to my firm
Warsick, bub. on account of cur loyalty
and our scnse of obligation, we have not
considered these temptations, but we may bo
ferced into line in that direction and to
respond in a way in which others have
rvesponded tn such representations.

Mr. W. Foueax Smyrrm: A lot of those
things are beyond the control of individuals.

Mz G. P. BARNES: They are beyond the
control ¢f the individual to a large extent,
but they arc not beyond the co .trol of the
Ru;vmy Depaltment 1 did not intend to
mention it at this juncture, but, in the
interests of the State, and constdermg the
vast sum of mcney which has bsen expended
in cur railways at the instigation of the
people who have pleaded for railway con-
struction, il is right for us fo say what
ought to be done in order to conserve the
prosperity of these vast interests.

Mr. Kirwan:
intorcests.

Mr, G. P. BARNES: That is so,
cver grating it may be to
to steh a sentiment, and however -it may
interfere with the contcmplahon of many,
there 1s o1ly one way of conscrving thosa
va't inte s of the State, and th=t is by
reserving the whole of that Kind of tr ansport

We have to protect our own

How-
ive' expression

to ths Comm ner  for Railwa He
should tike trhe prol Yﬂm of competition in
hand wherever it e can easilv do
«n. The power i3 in hn hnndj of the Main
Ro~ds Commiseioner ta issue or refuse to
iseno  licenses for motor vehicles.  If the
Railway Commissioner is prepared to pre-
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serve the trade which should be carried by
the railways, he should take steps in that
direction. We have not goue too far up to
the present; but in the course of a few
years we shall be up against this question to
a fay more scrious dogrcg than now. 1If
we undertake the problem now, it will be &
comparatively cma,ﬂ one, and orﬂ a few men
would be upset. I have indic: x’rad personally
to the Minister what should be done to deve-
lop our railway scrvice and retain the trade
which shovld come to it. I maintain that,
no matter where a chp of wool i3, we should
lift it by lorries working under contract to
the Railway Department—not our own par-
ticular service. These contractors would go
out to the station-owner, iift his wcol. and
deliver it to its destiration on the railway
line. That is the only way we can conserve
to ourselves the vast trade which belongs to
ihe railwa the Government take that

atter in hand and arrange in a compre-
]19n~x\c way to bring these commodities to
the railwa=, it will bring about a revolutxon
in the railway teaffic. A vast guautity of
wool along our We:f rn line is tinding its
way down to Noew South Wales. Let us
put our hand upon it wherever it is, and
carry it to its proper destination, which mlght
not be quitz the destination that the other
fellow wmayv design and determine. It may
sm a hizh-handed scheme, Of course, 1f
it docs not serve the interets of the poonlr
it ernnot be done, We are out to cive such
a scervice as the people will appreciate.

I was very glad to hear the hon. membes
for Balonns take up the matter of the St
George railway., For inany vears I have
beon the only country member to advocate
tLat line on ihe ficor of this Chamber, and
I am glad to have his support.

My, BRassingToN

have always been an
advocate for

hat railway.

Mr. P. BARNES: The border railway
1% oexiamlv by far the most important rallway
enterprise  that e¢ould  be undertaken in
Queensland. It is the only way in which the

trade of Queensland ean be con-
[6.30 p.m.] served for the ports of Queens-

land. Somc people imagine that
the 46 miles from Duuwinnie to St. George
would he a branch line; but, as a
matter of fact, that line would lift wool
from that great district and convey it
straight  throngh W want  to  hold
trade in its own Gcom‘aphlml area; once
in our hands, th» trade will be for the bene-
fit of Quecnsland. I am glad that the hon.
membor for Balonne supports the proposal
for the border railway, which we should’
crdeavour to gel by every means ir: our power,
If there is no money available in Queens-
land, ¢*n stens not be taken to build the
Ime nder an agreement with the Migration
and Dm’ulcp.nent Commiss‘on, whereby .
blocks of land weuld be exchanged for finan-
cial assistance?

Mr. W, Foreayw Swiry: Railways do not
come within the o of the Migration and:
Development Conunission’s schome,

Lir. G, P, BARNES:
have to forgo
avalleble for »
end Develon
aeres of lard

We might possibly
sotne land which would be
sttlomnent under the Migration
nent azrensment.  'Che 12 000,000
availakie are sufficient to per-

mit of the scttlement of a portion of it by
prople from abroad. The job is a big one,
Lot it muar bo tacklcd if we are to protect

cur own trade.

My, G. P. Barnes.]
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I support the contention of the hon, mem-
ber for Palonne regarding the running of
vail mobors to Dirranbandi. As the Minis-
ter_doubtless knows, a great amount of trade

is being contested for in that district, and
is going over to New South Wales. Let
us stimulate the trade in our cwn State;

and. if the convenicuce of a rail motor will
be helpful in that direction, then by all
means  oxtend the motor service beyond

Goordiwindi.  The services alrcady ren-
dered could be immeasurably iucreased by
going out still further.

The Secarrary ror Ramwivs: You cannot
run rail wotors at night time--ihat is onc
of the troubles,

Mr, G P. BARNES: That difficulty might
be overcome by commwunff the journey
early in the morning. 17urthm the motor
conveyances 1night bo 'mproved so that
greater comfort could be enjoyed by passen-
gers. The installation of sliding Wwindows,
for example, would be a convenience, and
should not be a difficult matter to take
in hand.

The SaCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
building improved cars now.

Mr., G. P. BARNES:
hear that.

I thought that possibly the Minister would
have given the Committes some information
regarding the scheme of co-ordination
between 1a11ways and roads. That must be
part and parcel of our life. One cannot
cinphasise too strongly the absclute need for
undertaking every possible kind of trans-
port, and again I say that should be retained
in the hands of the Railway Department.

Mr. NIMMO (Oxleyy: In the first place,
allow me to pay a tribute, as was done by
the hon. member for \Vamlcls, to the railway
workers in Queensland No doubt a lot of
criticism has been levelled at these men, but
I say without fear of contradxtlon that
in Queensland we have a very fine class of
railway servant. If any work is required
0 be done, particularly at the Ipswich work-
shops, it is well carried out. The froubls
is that in the past the railways have not had
2 f'ur chance.  The mavagement of the
nilways now is very much better than it
was for a long period. The saving that has
leen effected by the substitution of the con-
tract systcm for day labour is going to be
very large. Already I know of wveral worlks
i ng carried out by contract, in regard to

which a large saving has ‘been effected.
},,eoney must be saved in connection with
small matters, uch as the painting of way-
~1de stations and the hoardings in connection

with these stations. This may seem a trivial
ﬂmng, but that work can bo done very much
cheaper by carpenters living in the district
ithan it can be done by sending tradesmen
long distances to do it. As a resuly of
the small s vings already effected, the Go-
vernment propose to make a reduction in
suburban fares and in other fares. There
is no doubt that fares have been increascd
to such an extent that the people cannot
really afford to pay the prices asked, with the
result that this traffic has heen driven to
motor transport.  There are many other
factors which have operated in driving trade
away from the railways., The employees
themselves, in the disastrous strike, caused
a lot of trade to be lost to the railways
which has never been regained, but I believe

[My. G, P. Barnes.

We are

I am pleased to
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that by a judicious reduction in fares, wa
shall regain that traffic for our railways.
Another matter that I wenld like to impress
upon the Minister is the question of fares
between suburban statiops and in other parts
of Queensland. When the late Government
increased fares, they were increased by so
much per cent, The fares were fixed at the

nearcst penny. with the result Lnat many
of the fares for single journecys for shore
distances are double what they were pre-

viously. The charge is altogether exces:ive,
and if women In these suburbs wish to vistc
a friend living at the next station they make
user of motor "huses.

Another question is that of parcel rates.
The carriage of parcels should be a profitable
Lusiness to the Railway Department. Take
where 1 live. I bought a motor car tyre in
Brisbane some time ago, and had it sent out
by rail. I paid 1s. 6d. to take it to Corinda—
a distance of 7 milez—and then I had to pay
a man 6d. to bring it down from the 1‘ai1\vay
station to my home. The \seo»c 1
ordered two tyres from the saine peopxe and
I said, “ Send these out by Blyu They
were delivered 1o my home at Corinda at &
cost of 1s. for the two tyres, and there was
no further bother. The trains are running
now, and we could carry small parcels to
these suburbs at such a low rate that motor
competition could not live. Probably thz
employees would have to work a little harder
in looking after these parcels at the cheap
rate, but there would be plenty of traffic to
keep the thing going.

At 5.40 p.m.,
The CHATRMAN resumed

Mr. NIMMO: I am also very pleased that
the Government propose to have no wholesale
retrenchment in the railway service. There
may be isolated cases where people have to
be put off, but the Government have decided
that there is to be no wholesale retronchment

—although we know the Railway Depart
ment is over-staffed.

An OpposiTron MEeEMRER: What do you
say?

Mr., NIMMO:

nexy

the chair,

Although we know that the
Labour Government hed too many men in
the railway service and that it is now over-
staffed, our Governmont have decided that no
rotrenchment shall take place, because the
do not wwish to add to thy existing unemploy-
ment. I am pleased to krow that for the
sake of railway workers.

Another thing which T wish to bring under
the notice of the Minister, although I do
not know whether it comes under his depart-
ment, is the need to encourage the carriage
of coal to the wharves for overs-a shipment.
I think that_a cranc should be erscted at
Pinkenba. I would nct rccommend that
the Government should pay the whole cos
of doing so, but a certain percentage sould
be borne by the department, rkovmed the
other poople concerned paid a certain pro-
portion of the expenditure., Through not
having proper facilities for loading coal we
are losing a certain amount of overseas coal
trade, as ships will not come to Woolloon-
gabba wharf, If we had a crane at Pinkenba
it would facilitate the shipment of coal.

Although certain so-called chrap fares have:
been ohargpd on trains running to the sea
side, no encouragement is given fo pe uple 10
use the trains in the way “that was done in
the old days, when a firm with 500 employees,
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for instance, could go to the department and
say, ‘‘ We can guarantee 500 passengers.”
and the whole of the employees would be
carried to Southport for 2s. 6d. return. 1
would advocate the giving of these cheap
fares in ovder to encourage firms to take
their employees on picnies to the seaside. We
have to popularise train travelling, instead
of allowing it to drift, as it is gradually
doing. Although I do a good deal of motor-
ing myself, I realise that, if a railway car-
riage 1s loaded with people who know each
other and can have a friendly chat together,
train travelling is very pleasant,

The Minister should also go seriously into
the matter of the speed at which our trains
are travelling, There is no doubt thai our
suburban trains travel too slowly, and the
department should hurry them up. The stops
at the stations, for Instance, could be
shortened, and the travelling in between the
stations could be quicker.

My, JoNES: We have a good service.

Mr. NIMMO: I admit we have a good
service on express trains. If we could only
cut ten minutes off in a 7-mile run, for
instance, it would popularise train travelling
very much, and I think that could be done.
It 1s very painful travelling in some of the
trains which take half an hour to get people
home on a comparatively short run.

I am very pleased that the apprenticeship
question has been mentioned. 1 realise that
had the department not been overstaffed.
more apprentices could be put on; but I
understand that, so soon as the matter is
rectified, the Government intend to put on
a considerable number. To my mind nothing
is so tragic as to have boys growing up with-
out learning trades. Even if it means a
loss to the State, the Miuister should encour-
age the employment of apprentices. I thins
that hoys who have learned their irade :n
the Railway Department should be allowed
to get a job in an out:ide shop for a ferm,
and then be brought back into the xlepart-
meunt,

I am glad that the department is adopting
the practice of rewarding ability. If a man
is shewing ability, even if he is a very voung
man, he should be promoted. Already
can see ab our railway stations and amongst
other stafls that the men are very anxious to
help the department and get trade for the
railways. It is in their own interests.
because, as they work up their stations, so
they will reap promotion.

A matter to which the Minister should
give sorious consideration—I suppose he will
as time goes on—is the appointment of more
than one Commissioner. I realise that a
Commissioner should be appointed as a pras-
tical man, but there should be another Com
missioner who is a financial expert.

Mr. W. Foreax Suute: Do you mean by
a practical man an engineer, an accountant,
or what?

Mr. NIMMO : 1e need not be an engineer.
He should be a man who has been trainel
in the traffic department.

Mr. W. Forean Swrrm: They ave all prac-
tical men in their jobs.

Mr. NIMMO: I am speaking of a
thoroughly practical accountant, who s
thoroughly versed in finance.

{9 OcrosEr.]
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Mr. Kirwax: There is no better man iu
the service than My, Murton.

Mr NIMMO: He is secretary to the Com-
missioner, and is not a responsible officer.
T am glad to sce that once niore encourage-
ment is to he given fo the man on the land,
because that will help {o increase the quan-
tity of goods carried. Although a great deal
of noise has been made about the Govern
ment not honouring promises, they did
honour their promise in regard to the rura’
workers’ award, and their actlon has resulted
ju bringing more produce to the railways
I notice in the © Daily Standard ” of last
night that there has been an increase of
10,090 voters on the Ifederal clectoral rolls.
and, strange to say, the only decreases have
been in the large industrial contres, showing
that the people are again getting out into
the country, Brisbane and Moreton show
decresses, for instance, but the country divi-
sions all show increases.

An OpposirioNy Mewmser : What has that to
do with the railways?

Mr NIMMO: It has everything to do witn
the railwa because, as the people go into
the country. they will produce more stutf
for the railways to carry.

Another matter I would like to bring
under the notice of the Minister is the neces-
sity for a new railway bridge at Indooroo-
pilly.

Mr Joxgs:

My, NIMMO: It is between my electorate
and that of the hon. member for Toowong.
There is no doubt that the department will
have to build a new bridge there within a
very few years. All the engineers admit that
tiie present bridge is too light for the axle-
loads of to-day.

Tf a Lridge capable of carrying the heavier
loads were constructed at the present time,
it would be an assei to the whole State, and,
in addition, would provide employment which
is very badly needed in that particular
hranch™ of industry. T warn the Minister
that, if the departmoent does not construct
this bridge, a concrete bridge will be con-
strucied across the river, and the Railway
Department will veceive practically nothing
for the present bridge. o-day the depart-
ment is i a position to secure for the bridge
a price practically sufficient to cover 1its
original cost of construction. 'The Minister
should give the matter very serious con-
sideration, because it will mean employment
for a large number of mien. I understand
that the whole of the material can be secured
within the Brishape district. In counclusion,
1 feel sure that the policy of the Government
in connection with the Railway Department
will be in the direction of restoring the
Railway Department as a paying counecern.

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton): I do not
envy the Seccretary for Railways his new
job. I think I amn safc in saying that it
will not be all “beer and skittles.”

The loss of £19,000,000 or anything else
in the past does nobt concern me very much
at present. 1 am concerned with the
important factor of the transport difficulty
facing Queensland to-day. It is the duty
of every hon. member to assist the Minister
to trr to clean up the mess in which the
country is placed. I have heard a lot about
the late Government being in power for
fourteen years; but I am fortunate in that L

Mr. Dunlop.]

Whose electorate 1s that in?
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cannot be held up to criticism, as is the case
with hon. members in opposition. Let us
admit all their faults and that the losses
arn thero.

I have alreads made certain statements
outside, and what I say outside I want to
say here. When the next clections come
around and I awm opposed Ly ons or two
candidates as I expect to be, out will come
* Hansard,” and I shall be asked, “ Did you
not say so-and-so?’ 1 want to,say right
off the reel that I am in favour of the
removial of the railways from political con-
trol. 1 have heard enough here about poli-
vical centrol to chloroform me, if not suffi-
ciernt to make one slesp for ever and a day.
I take it that the removal of the railways
from political control will mean the creation
of a controlling authority in the shape of a
board; «nd I advocate representation on that
board on behalf of the employees, who are
a very important factor. I am not divulging
any secrets when I state candidly that I sup-
pose * wire-pulling ” has been indulged in by
hon. members from hoth sides. It is no use
the “vot calling the kettle black.” No
doubt the pres Cabinet Ministers have
learned in their short period of office that
politicians ave prome to approach them, and
ask them if they can do this or do that. I
think the Secretary f{or Reilwars will agree
that, when I approach him; I try fo make
out a gocd case, and that I intimate to him
that I sm not ing that ho shou'd exert
any political influcuse on mv hehalf. I make
it clear to him that I am stating my case,
and it iz mercly u matter for Kim to say
“Yes” or ** No.” '
is no doubt that a lot of fres passes
ssued through political irfluence,
a number which bave heen issued
should not have been irsusd. T eun under-
stand the pesition of the Secretary for Rail-
ways. 1t would be his desire to ke in the
good graces of hon. members, and therefors
issue these passes. T have no desive to “wash
any dirty linen,” rotwithstinding that T was
for many years emploved in the raileay
service. I intend to he discreet concern-
ing the internal conditions in the railway,
and will rot say too much of what I noticed,
but it i+ the duty of every hon. member to
help the Minitter in the stupendous job
he has before him. If I think that he is not
out fo give the railway emplovecs a svyuare
eo, then I will give him a “ Roland for his
Oliver.”

The hon. member for Oxlev spoke on the
question of the aprointment of an addit'o-al
Commissioner. T desire to stress the ques-
tion of decentralisntion. If therc is one
thing more than ancther that I des're to
see brought to a successful fruition during
my lifetime, and of which I would be proud
it is the decet teolisation of the ra’l vays,
There is toc much Brishene in everything.
The Commissic: er for Railways oractcally
governs the whole service in (ucenslnd
with the assistance of the goeneral manager
at Rockhampton and the general manager
at Towasville. Toe many irivial maticrs
have to he referend from Towsns<ille and
Roe,khampton to Brishane, when the officers
in those centres. if wiven a greater mossure
of control, could denl with them comp-tently.
The officers there have sufficient brains to
deal with mans of the cuest'ovs which rew
hayq to he referred to Br'share. The
Minister <hould ronfcr greator powers on
thosc officers. It has heen nuzzling to me
why officcrs helding responsible pesitious in

[Mr. Dunlop,
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the railway service have never been sent
abroad to study modern railway methods.

A GoveErNMENT MeuseR: Mr. Fikelly went
to America.

Mr. DUNLOP : I am talking about officers
of the railway service. ®

[7 pm.]

I urge the Minister to go into the question
of decentralisation with the Commis:ioner.
The matter has been left in abeyance for
many years, and it is time that some con-
crete proposal was put forward whereby
greater powers will be given to the two
divisional railway officers in the Central and
Northern portions of the State, The Minis-
ter should have no hesitation in urging tho
Commis:ioner to delegate greater powers to
these officers, particularly when they are
well fitted to exercise those powers, and in
doing so will facilitate the working of the
railway service.

I listened with interest to the remarks
of the ILeader of the Opposition on the
transport question. The hon. member, who
is one of the most connected speakers in
this Assembly, would be a seccond T. J. Ryan
were he cquipped with a knowledge of the
law That iz by the way. The seriovs
competition of motor- cars and ’buses is
affecting the tramway systasm in Rockhamp-
ton just as it Is affceting the railway sarvice
generally throughout the State. The unfor-
runate thing is that the people of Rock-
hampton, in common with the people of
Queensland  generally, do not realise that
they should cupport this enterprise. If the
rates being charged by the Railway Depart-
ment arve too high in comparison with those
offered by motor ’bus companies, ecte.. surely
the Commissiorer should be in a position to
Jeal with the problem so that he may regain
the lest traffic! It has beea suggested Lhat
the control of motor traffic should lie with
the Secrctary for Railways, in that the Main
Roads (‘ommission under his jurisdiction
controls the issue of licenses for motor tran-
sit.  That is a suggestion well worthy of
consideration. I krox that on the Yeppoon
branch railway, in the Keppel electorate, the
gocds traffic is affected because the business
prople of Yeppoon utilise motor conveyances,
although they benefit from the travelling
public who visit VYeppocon by excursion
trains run by the Railway Department. The
railways will never pay until the traffic is
cousiderably inereased; and in that con-
ncction some good may result from the
legislation which is forecast by the Secre-
tary for Public Land,, by which it is hoped
that corsiderable areas of country through
which the railways now pass will be opened
up for settlement.

The Scerctary for Agriculture knows that
in the Central-West and other places large
wumbers of stock are loit through drouvht.
diseass, and so forth. If the CGovernment
inst'tuted a svystem of scientific research
with a view to preventing thrse lesses the
saving through the prevention of these
lessos wonld pay the interest on the publie
debt.  If meore money were spent in thah
dircetion. the railway systen would bencfit,
T hope that evervone will aseist in their
respertive divis‘ons in trying to obliterate the
“eut-t t system ” of those who are trying
to cempete with the railways so that our
railways mar be made a paying concern,

We have already furrished the Scerciary
{or Railways with particulars as to the trade
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which nghﬂv belongs to the Central division,
and I would ask the Miaister, in conjunction
with the Commissioner, {o go into the ques-
tion of long haulege rates, and, if necessary,
appoint an cxpert to sce that “each division
gets its fair share of its own {rade. To make
a success of the railways, everyone concerned
must give a fair day’s work for a fair day’s
pay, and in doing s0 they should be properly
reimbursed. In that connection I would
point out that the Railway Departmont has
what it calls a “ Suggestions and Inventions
Board,” and I amn sure the Minister will
agree that the cmployees in the department,
especially the mechanics, have saved tho
Ruilway Department many thousands of
pounds. Any employee who makes a useful
suggestion does not get a very big bonus,
although he certainly gets something. Just
lately I noticed that two railway employees
got a honus of £20 each, and I would like to
know what the Raiiway Department is saving
through the brains of these two employees,
who received the munificent sum of £20
cach,

I regrer very much indeed that the Score-
tary for Railways or the Cabinet saw fit fo
go outside Queensland for two experts to
nquire into railway matters, especially in
view of the fact that the railway system in
the State from which those experts came is
in ne better condition than are the Queens-
land railways. I have great confidence in
our own Queensland people. Any idea that
the Secretary for Railways may have, that if
two Queenslanders were appointed thev would
not give an 1mpnrtml decision, 15 pure
* bunkum.” Anyone ¢ worth his salt 7’ would
give an opinion without fear or favour; and
while I am here, no maftel what Govern-
ment may be in power, I shall oppose the
bringing of people flom outside the State
to il lmpmtant poritions ih  Queensland.
Queenslanders are holding some of the highesr
positions in the Commonwealth to-day

While I do not wish to use the
pump,”
matter
Ipswich
tin

 parish
I desire to vefer te an important
that affects my electorate. The
workshops have recently been get-
g worl that rightly belongs to the vailway
shops in Rockhampton. That has been
ing on for some years, and work has been

seut to Ipswich that bad no right to uo
there, as the work could be cfficiently done

by capable mechanics in the Rockhampton
workshops. I hope that the Mindster will
see that this practics is stopped, and thar
the workshops at Rockhampton, as well as
those in the North, are given the work which
rightly belongs to them.

Before the elestion the new station was
started st Rockhampton. No  doubt my
{riends on the right are re.ponsible for that;

but T am not geing to say whether it was
for political reasons or not. I hope that,
when \‘u ve 1s an improvement in the firances
the work at the station will he restarted.
Anyone going into Rockhampton and having
to wallk over the wwherd bridge to  go
round to the refreshment-room will know

how awlkward it is for pa engers to geb to
the refreshmentroom. Ce
now backing into the staticn, which is the
gre tost farce 1 over s , and I hope that
Letter  arrangements will be made. I do
not know whether politicians down here know
that there is zuch a place as tho Central
district, of which Rockhampton is the
capital, which is entitled to a station in
keeping with its position as the third city
in Qunen-luld

[9 OcrosEr.]
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I heard the Leader of the
ring to the appointment of apprentices.
This was a matter with which I dealt on
the hustings. Fo my inguiries on the subject
I was unable to elicit any oﬁicial infor:na-
tion, but I did get a little “oil ™ all the
same, which «howr‘ that theve waere 1807
apprentices who had sat for the evamination
bui none of whom had been appointed. I
say that apprenbicos should be put on; but,
according to the Secretnry for Labour and
Industry, there Is a report to come from the
Scuth which he has to corsider before that
can be done.  The Government should lkeep
their promise and put apprentices on, as it
is necesrary to do something for our bows.

Opposition refer-

I am also pleased that the old system of
vetiring employees at sixty-five vears of age
has been cut out and that a man is to be
ated on his merits so long as he can do
his work.

I hopn that the Minister will see that the
evorbitant railway fares charged to HEmu
Park and Yeppoon from Rockhampton are
altered. If the department wants to make
the railways pay, it can do so by making
more reasonable charges. It is impossible for
a worker with a family to pay the present
charges. The railway service to those two
seaside resorts will pay if only the fares are
made mors reasonable.

The same thing applies in connection with
the refreshment-rooms, where the prices
charged are too high. People will not pay
23 6d. for a meal, so why not reduce the
charge to 2s. and give the people a chance?

The Government should also accelerate the
mail train service and cut oub stops at so
many interme:liate stations. Meals are pro-
vided at certain stations, and the trains stop
five minutes here and ten minutes there at
2 or 3 o’cleek in the morning. The depart»
ment could casily cut out an hour or half an

hour on the mail train from Drisbane to
Rockhampion by limiting the numb of
stopping places on the way. If a person

is not satisiied with his tea when he gefs it,
e has po rvight to be pormitted 1o get out
ar Gyvmpie or apny other place at 2 or &
o’clock in the morning.

I would like to mention the travelling
expenses paid to mechanics and others in
the Railway Department. At the preszent
time the department is paying mechanics
and others in the workshons a travelling
allowsnce of 10s. per day with a maximum
of £2 a week., ¥ a mechapic is awsy ten
dass he should, in my opinion, get 10s. for
\"i,(‘h day, whereas ho onlv gets a maxjmun
of £2 for tho first seven days and three-
scvuntlh of £2 for the other three days,
wheveas the general manager gets £1 I1s. a
day, and cortain other officers 15s. a day
a day for each day they are

al
and 17s. &0

sway.

hopw the Minister will use his influence
the Cabinet with a view to giving the
railway mechanic 18s. for every day he 1s

traveiling. I know thet what I say is
corveci, beeause 1 have worked out these
vouchers for yea wnd I hope the Minister
will {urn over a new leaf. I would go

further and say that, if the bosses are worth
what thery are getting, the wages men are
worth 10s. or even 1Z2s. 6d. a day for the
whole ten days they are travelling

Mr, Dunlop.]
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Another matter to which I wish to refer
i +hat the department has an expensive
moulding  shop in  Rockhampton—it cost
sevorel “thousand pounds—and it has only
threo or four moulders in it. I asked a
stion about this matter not long ago.
That shop was crected for the purpose of
doing moulding work in Rockhampton, and
the sconer it ix= fully utilised the Detter for

. v

Lody,
717 pan.,

Fry (Wueidpy), one of the panel of
orary Chairpen, rehieved the Chatrman
ho chinir,

JONES (Peddington): In a voung
wnd  sparsely  populated  conntry hike Aus-
tralia, which depends for its pregress and
Jeveloyanent largely on transportation, it is
unfair to expeet the rvailways to pay, especi-
sHy in a State such as Queensland, where
saining and other resources are peeuliarly
dependent upon  transportation.  We musi
vernember thut the railways give an essontial
service to the country; and certain forms of
reveriue come to the Government because of
the building of railway lines. As a matter
of fact, the great bulk of land revenue is
dependent upon and is the outcome of the
building of railways. I remember that, when
tite Legislative Council had submitted to it
cerfain propositions for the building of rall-
ways in the Upper Burnett and they were
referred to a Select Committee in accordance
with the Standing Orders of that Chamber,
the Commissioner for Railways said in
cvidence that the Joss on the working of
those lines would be a pretiy large sum
of money, but the Under Secretary for
Lends, the late Mr. (GGordon Graham, who
was a good authority, pointed out that the
revenue that would be derived from that area
by the Department of Public Lands as a result
of their construction would be three times
as great as the loss anticipated on them by
the Commissioner. I think the figures have
proved that since. The huge revenue that
comes into the Department of Public Lands
from the settlement of the Upper Burneit
district is duc to railway construction,
although probably the railways are showing
a loss. )

. I would also ask the Minister whether it
is not a fact that the building of the railway.
from Duchess to Mount Isa has improved the
returns on the line from Townsville through

Mr.

Cloncurrs to Duchess. Years ago, when
mining was active in the North-West, the

raifwas to Clongurry was a paying line, and
16 will pay again 2y a result of the develop-
ment ot that great field at Mount Isa.

The last speake

1 in common with othe
referred to competition with our railwars
motor traflic. Well, to try to sween back
that competition is like the action of the
”M, woman with a broow trying to kerp
f)?r"«: the tide.  This country depend; on
sramsportrtion. and the people will chooso
the cheapest form.  That iy patent to the
average mind.

Although we bave an extensive rajlway
exstem, I do not think ihat 5t is possible
' the future in Australia, and particularly
m Queensland, to construct trunk lines and
avoid the new form of trafic. I travelled
along a road at one time from Chicago
to the Gary iron and steel works. We hear
quite a lot about the scrapping of railways
in America, but the railway along that
road wuas the only one that was scrapred,

[Mr. Dunlop.
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duc to ihe
petition w
and with road traffic on the other.
future we should consider whether it will
not be- better 1o construct roads instead of
small branch reilways, and whether road
traflic will not serve the purpose cqually ae
well, if not better. At the present time our
main highways musf be our railways; but
it will be difficult for the inister
who controls both the rail and read transport
sstems to resist the new form of tfraffic,
which is coming as surely as night follows
day—raotor trafliec. It will be very diffeult
for him to resist that traffic; and jndeed I
do not think he would be wise in so doing
wien oti 1s supplied at a cheaper rate in
Australia, In the city of Brishane wo are
peving as high as 2s. per gallon for petrol.
What will be the mugnitude of the motor
ransport system if oil enn be produced here
in commercial quantities and 1t can be
secitred at less than 1s. per gallon? Com-
pesition will then be keener, and I do not
know that we can or should resist it.

My, N1vyvo: We will then use petrol on
the railways.

Mr, JONES: Motor traffic is the coming
traffic, and oil is the dominant feature in
the progress of the transport system. To-day
the possession of oil means possession of the
control of the seas, with oil-driven vessels.
¢ who has oil has empire. 0il is responsible
for the conquest of air. Ultra-refined petrol
hag enabled us to conquer and control the
air. Oil has been responsible in Quecnsland
for shortening distances, abolishing the half-
way house.

fact that it was subject to com-
L water trafiic_ on the one side
In the

AMr. Nrvaio: We have not yet secured it in
Queensland.

Mr. JONES: No. but we have the
imported oil. With petrol at 2s. per gallon
it is very difficult for the Railway Depart-
ment to compete with motor traffic; how
much more difficult will it be to compete
with motor traffic when oil is produced here
in commercial quantities?

Mr. Krnso: The department will have te
conduet & motor service of 1its own in con-

junction with the railways.
Mr. JONES: Tt may be necessary to link

up certain railway systems and to construct
certain trunk lin probably from the South
to the North of Australia; but we should
hesitate before we build any more railway
lines in Queensland, when good roads and
metor teaffic will serve the purpose equally
as well, if not better--I think a great deal
hetter. 1 do not think it is possible to
resist the coming motor traffiec. What must
we expect if we coutruct good roads parallel
to the railway lines? No Racretary for Rail-
nor ‘do I think the
is prepured to construet, roads that
likely to compcte with the railway

It would be a serry thing, pro-
, for the Railway Department. I quite

voalise that it is onls natural that every
departmental head likes to see his depart-
ment grow. That form of 1notive power
cannet be resisted.

The question of the appointment of extra
(Commissioners to administer the railways has
been mentioned. In the present Commis-
sioner and his staff we have a body of men
who discharge their duties with credit to
the State. Travellers and visitors to Queens-
land speak of the great courtesy they receive
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at the hauds of the Railway Department.
1 do not favour government by comimission,
nuxhoy do 1 favour the appointment of 1‘oo
nnm_v Loxnuuss'(m@rf‘ I am not so well
m‘“d with the 1allway sorvies as some
ho hmp I‘(‘ on brought up in

t2il, but I do know ‘that

(md his oif ials—porticn-
and Mr. Chambers in
and Ccntmi Divisions respec-
cneourag ont to run the

i
o
=3

)
=

distri

sta w1 hon. member

he that theis has
been no *‘od(u“on in punibor of men
cmployed i the :Qrvice‘ or, in cther words,
that has ’( s o retrenchment, 1
understand, nes ~s, that there is a lesser
number of men in ti‘ﬁ i‘vz(‘b to-day than
hitherto. That is particularly so in Brisbhane.
where iconsed portars no hand]e passoengers’

Ingeage. I underetasnd t these licensed
porters are not diving the same satisfaction
to the travelling pub'xc that obtained prior
to thelr appointment The systemn then
v\.wmrr 8 an cxuellem one, and the

wno“ ve encouraged to be courteous

A the discharge of their duties. Any number
of complzints have been received by me of
the licensed porter systemn, particularly in
the case of ladics travelling with children
and luggage.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
received one
rime.

Mr, JONER: I recognise that the Minister
can be guided only by the complaints he
receives nﬁlua ly, but complaints have been
made to me by ladies With children. 'They
state that under the new system a permanent
porter dave not assist a lady with hey chil-
dren or luggage because the licensed porters

I have not
cemplaint up to the present

are specially licensed to do that work. The
system of licensed porters is m‘obab]y more
costly to the trevelling publls than the
former staff porters. I understand that

retrenchment s taking place in the service,
and I would Jike to know to what extent.
Probably we shall gei the figures at a later
stage.

Mr, Kenso: Tho systomn
works well both in Sydney

My, WARBEN

of licensed porters
and Melbourne.

(M errwmba): The hon.
member  for  Paddington  and previous
speakers have comment upon_the motor
o(‘mpenaon with cur railways. It is a very
difficult problem. On previcus occasions
T have ipathised with the railways for
not getting a fair deal! either from the public
or from the people owning motor trucks.
All things Leing cgual, no motor truck can
comypete with the railw Of Course, the
motor traffic can compete succe

[7.30 p.m.] fully if no zllowance is made for
, the damage which it cunses to
the rvoads bui if the act damage to the

roads res o of motor trucks
were takes iont T am convinced
that the (;mnzmztlod WO ?d noi ch 20 serious.
For many monihs past motor trucks have
been pl a1 the North { ast roud as far
as Na ather condi-

< along pretty
se trucks were
pelled 1o ,uV for the dwxmgbo which the
trucks canie to the roads. then the motor
1ruck u'::ﬂic waeuld not ]f‘at a week, I agree
with the hon. member for l’adum«rtoq that
the motor traffic cannot be ~toppcd but ab
least those responsible can be made to pay for

[9 OcroBER.]
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the damage done to the rvoads, the mainten-
ance of which is a charge on the producers
and the country generally, to the benefit
of these individuals. Onls recently a member

£ the Caboolture Shire (Youneil told mo that
a S-ton truck had been respous for £50
eth of dumace to the road. SBurh o thing
quite possible.

I do nof ag
the railways ¢
time in the 1 % th y dld p‘LU‘
no reason \\hv that happy state of affairs
houm not pr agmv If the railway
workers, realis #1r position, will becoms
agents for the Uommissiener in his endea-
vours to shmulato a better feeling amongst
the pub’l(‘ much good may accrue.  Con-
siderable ill-feeling was cauzed by the inter-
rupted railway services following on the
unf wate sivikes which took vplace in
Quceensland. T do not blame the workers
for that: they were wrongly led. At the
same time, as happened zlso in the old
country, wo can trace the decling in railway
traffic from the period when the continuity
of opevations was broken by the railway
strilke. It appears to me that, if main
roads ave built parallel with the railway
fines, some control will rcquire to be exer-
cised over motor traffic. It is all very well
to say that the internal combustion engine
has revolutionized transport. Mr. Hughes at
one time said that nothing could stop it, but
why not control it? Tf we could dispose
of the existing trunk lines under satisfactory
oondmom the position would be different,
but so long as these trunk Imcs oxxat—'md
they are nccessary—it is the business of any
sane Government to formulate a scheme to
control the motor competition,

Mr. JowES:
the trouble.

Mr. WARREN: We can stop it. Are the
Government not all-powerful? Furthermore,
the public are beginning to realisc the seri-
ousness of this problem. In the North Coast
district action has been taken by certain
local authorities to stop this trafiic by build-
ing light-traffic roads. The Pinc River Shire
has gone so far as to refuse to issue licenses
for heavy trucks.

Mr, Jonrs: That is a backward step.
Myr. WARREN:

‘ard thore i

You cannot stop it—that is

It appreciates that the
roads are a charge upon the producers and
the countrv bmon‘lv and, what is more,
that the heavy motor traffic should be regu-
lated, as the railway scrvice is languishing
for want of traffic,

I oo with the remarks of the hon. mem-
Ler for Paddington in regard fo passenger
trafic. I do not believe that we are ever

gning to recapture the passenger trafBic.
T do not use the reilways although I have
n free pass. 1t 13 not convenient for me to
we the rajlways.
I use the
pess,

Mr, WARREN: It is more conveunient for
ime to use a car, az br ihat means I can
save twenty minntes both waygs. 1 give the
Minister eredic for doing what he thinks is
4 in the intercsts of the country. I am
not going to grouch becanse he has done
com ~thing in Xurrumba that I do not like.

I bolieve that he acted with the very best
of intentions. There has been so much
miserable mismavagement, waste, and stu-
pidity that it Jons not nk'ed a very brainy

Warren.]

railwave bhecause I

a3
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man to do much better than has been done
in the past fow years. ¥ give the Minister
redit for trying to make mntters betver, He
makine a good attemnpt, and I believe
that the Cominissioner and his officers ars
also making a good attsmpt. Numbers of
men arc working in the Murrumba elec-
torale, and, although they mayv not be alto-
gether pleased with what has been done,
they give the Government credit for sttemnpt-
ing to bring about better conditions. Had
the Labour Government kept in power for
ancther ten vears, there would have been
no railways in existence at all. It was the
greatsst luck for Queersland that the Labour
Government were turned out, and that at
last we have business management in con-
nection with the railways,

Mr. CONROY (Muranoe): The hon. mem-
ber for Paddington pointed out the diffi-
culty of making country lines pay., I agree
with what that hon. member said.

During the course of his speech the hon.
member for Murrumba said that in the past
the railways had paid. Take the Roma to
Injune railway as a case in point, When
that railway was started the Railways
‘Guarantee Act was in force, and, if that Act
were still in force, in all probability the
Roma to Injune line would pay at the pre-
sent time.  Under that Act the people in
the bencfited area had to make up the loss
on the railway. One of the first acts of the
Labour Government was to repeal that Act.
The lozs on the Roma to Injune line during
the last wwelve months was £22,000, and
the loss on the line from Roma to Cunna-
mulla during the sume period was somewhere
in_ the vicinity of £55,000. How is the
Minister goineg to malko these railways pay?
The line from Ruma to Injune serves the
settlers in that disiriet by bringing their
cream and other produce to Itoma. If the
Minister is going to make that railway pay,
then the people living on the land are going
to be the suiferers. T understand that hon.
members opposite have always professed to
have the iuterests of the man on the land at
beart; and, if that is =0, it will ke difficult
for the Minister to make the Roma-Injune
line pay The chief diffienlty in  the
country is the went of population. As the
Minis knows, vou csn travel miles and
miles in the South-wost without sceing a
single person or any habitation. That s
one of fthe difiealties the Minister has io
face, snd T do not know how he is going

hQosn railways pay unless at great
ntage to {he men on the land.

s

Joves: They never will pay until we

more populition,

have

Me, CONROY : 1 wish to refer to the ques-
tion of contract work on the railways—
not in connestion with layge contracts, but
[ understand that under the system now in
speration  maintsnavce  snen,  carpenters,
painters. and wen doing small repairing jobs

in th o vice are heing dispensed with,
and that these little jobs ave going fo be
done by contracr. 'The Minister il find

that thi: systum is_going to nost the depart-
ment much more then by having permanent
employees to do the woerk by day labour.
The Minister must know that tlhe difficulty
will be to get men to do many small jobs
by contract. If the work is to be done by
ccoutract, there will he great delay, whereas
the work could be donw in a few hours by
permanent employees. The Minister will find
out before very long that the introduction of

[Br. Warren,
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this contract system will result in much

greater expense to the department.

The system introduced by the Minister of
having gatekeepers to do the work previously
done by station-masters may result in a
certzin amount of economy, but I do not
think it is a wise step. In many centres
in Western Queensland it will be necessary
to have a station-master or a night officer
to carry out the necessary duties. as a woman
will not be suitable for the work.

T wish to call attention to the passenger
traffic bLetwszen Brisbane and Cunnamulla.
Passongers on the trains leaving Brisbane on
Tuesday and Friday afternoors by the
Western mail are put to some disadvantage
by having to change trains-—sometimes at
Chinchiila and at other times at Roma—when
they are esked to change and are hundled
out of the carriages in the early hours of
{he morning and have to find accommoda-
tion in some other carriages. 1f a change of
carriages is necessary, the Minister should
arrange for it to take place at Mitchell,
because the trains arrive there at about 8
o’clock in the morning for breakfast. and it
would not he inconvenient for passerigers to
change into another compartment, as it is at
Roma, where the train arrives at a quarter
to 5, or at Chinchilla at about 2 o’clock in the
morning. The present arrangement is a
great disadvantage to the travelling public,
and I hope the Minister will give some atten-
tion to the wants of the travelling public in
this direction.

I wish to rafer l{o another matter, and 1
am now gelting nearver home—that is the
cuestion of buildings, The railway station
at Roma was built about fifty ycars ago,
and, when it is iaining, people getting in
snd out of {rains have no shelter. The
veranda only extends to within about 9 feet
of the railway carriages. Roma has grown
corsiderably—nore particularly during the
terr or twelve years—and it iz now a
important inland town. I think the
Minister has had an opportunity of seeing
ths conditions existing thers. No doubt
he knows of the agitation by the people of
Roma for a new railway station, and I ask
him to make a detailed examination of the
figurss showing the amount of business done
iheve, for if he does—knowing the station
as he does—I am sure he will realise that
it is not at all suitable or adequate for the
work done there.

Mr. BOYD (Burret!): 1 have something
to say about the railway system generally
and fhe railways in the Burneit district in
pardculzr. I kuow that hon. members will
say that I am working the parish pump,
but I am going to work it fa- all T am worth.
T am 1ot ashamed of my parish—in fact, T
sm here to reprssent it. I do not suggesh
that i am going to offer & complete remedv
for all the troubles in the depariment, but
thers are a few suggestic 1 would like to
make, and I hope the Minister will take
note of thei,

I know perfectly well that motor trafhe
is here to stay; and, although it has been
said by one or two hon. members that 1t
can ond should be excluded from competition
with the railways., that seens to be rather a.
tall order. The Minister in charge of the
Railway Department is also in charge of
main roads——an arrangement which I believe
vill be a good one; but I do not see why
we should not take advantage of the moton
syster of transport, which is to a certain
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»xteny depreciating the value of our rail-
ways, because motor cars arc running on
roads more or less duplicating our railway
Yines, Many years ago the McKeen cars
were purchased for use on the railways, and

to-day we have a few rail motors in use.
From what I can gather, they are not

operating with the full amount of succezs
they should achieve. It seems to me that,
when we can use Euglish, Burepean, and
American cars so sw fully on our roads

under the wvery adversa conditions which
obtain in this country—good roads, bad
roads, and no roads at all—surely it
iz possible 1o get a saitable  motor-

vehicle to operate successfully on a

rails such as we have laid
down as railways throughout the coun-
try! Tt seems to me that advantage couid
be taken by the department of this saction,
particularly on branch lines. I am not going
to say that the rail motor is a suitable form
of transport on a main line, because it is
not; but on the smaller lines it could be
worked very much more economically thaa
the cidinary trains. On a branch line we
have what we call mixed trains, with pas-
senger and goods carriages running tandem;
but quite a lot of time is spent in walting
at wayside stations—some of it necessary,
some of it quite unnecessary—to pick up and
put down goods and passengers.

driven
set  of

I suggest that the Minister should investi-
gate the problem thoroughly in this country;
and, if neccssarv, in America and other
countries to a greater extent than has been
done hitherto, with a view to inaugurating
a, better system on branch and short railway
lines. I am not advocating the construction
of further branch lines, but 1 am suggesting
their utilisation by mctor traflic. 'We have
already constructed a number of branch lines,
and, unfortunately, we are committed to the
interest involved on the capital expenditure;
and it is neccessary to provide from revenue
sufficient funds to mcet any deficieney in
interest and working expenses.  We know
that the disastrous policy of the Labour
Government has resultedl in the conversion
of the railway system from a paying pro-

position to a gigantic financial cctopus. The
lows on the railways last year was about
£1,500 000, and the accumulated lows over

their terin of” office was £18,000.000. I do
ret suggest that the present Government
should coustruct additional vailway lines, but
some attampt should be made to reduce this
enormous loss,

I should like to draw the attention of the
Mlinister to the nncomplcted lines comnencad
by the provions CGeovernment.,  The late
Govarnment expanded a considerable sum in
the construction of certain lines, but, un-
fortunately, for reasons best known to them-
selves, they simply #hifted the plant and the
men, and left the railways uncompleted.
Farthworks were construnted, bridges built,
and iu some places station-houses erected,
tegether with a telephonic system and fences.
Everything was carricd out, with the excep-
tion of laying down the sleepers and the
plates. T strongly urge the Minister to
complete these limes at the carliest possible
moment. I quite realise that this cannot be
done unless funds are available, and I also
realise that money is very tight at the pre-
sent time. If the work cannot be carried
out this year, I sincerely hope that during
the next finuncial vesr provision will Le
made on the Estimates for the completion of
these lines. I particularly refer to the

[0 OcrosEr.]
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unfinished line from Thangoosl to Mount
Scoria. Settlers went on to that country on
the promise of the latec Government to con-
struct the line, but, unfortunately, the con-
struction ceased about 2 miles from Than-
gool. There is another uncompleted line in
the Goodnight Scrub. Settlers have been in
that scrub {rom fourteen to {ifteen years, and
they have been heavily hardicapped by lack
of transport facilities, In fact, durin

time they are absolutely cut
civilisation, being situated at the junction
of the Bursictt River en the one side and the
Porry River on the other. Although a low-
level traffic bridge was constructed in the

locality recantly, it does not altogather
remedy the trouble. At the hack of the
Goodnight Scrub is a State forest—I am

sorry that the Secvetary for Public Lands is
not here to make a note of my remarks—
containing ‘an enormous amount of timber.
It is estimated that there is in the vicinity
of 70,000,005 ft. of beautifal pine. There
are in that forest matured pine trees actually
dying and the lack of transport facilities
does not enable the timber to be placed
upon the market.

Timber is being cut in that forest and
transported by motor truck to the end of
the line at Wallaville. Unfortunately. the
roads are quite unsuited for the purpose,
and costs are unduly high. I hope that
the Minister will be able to see his way fo
make provision in the coming year for the
completion of the railway into the Good-
night Serub. Up to the present a large
amount of public money has been expended
on the uncompleted line.

Much has been said in connection with the
railways paying or otherwise. I know from
experience that motor cars purchased for the
Central and Northern Divisions in Brisbane
are drivea to their owners under their own
power. In other words, it pays the local
agents to travel to Brisbane by rail, pay
their fare, waste a day or two coming down,
and then drive the new car overland to its
destination. Something is wrong when that
obtains, because some of the roads over
which they have to trsvel, particularly in
the Upper Burnett area, are very rough
and primitive. The trouble is probably
one of the rate of freight. The Minister
might go info the matter and possibly com-
pete for that traffic, otherwise the public will
utilise the method of transport that suits
them best. It is nll vers well to appeal to
sentiment and say that we own the railwavs;
but the public will not put their hands into
their own pockets for the purpose of giving
business to the railways in preference to
motors. It has always scemed to me to be
& crying shame to sce dozens and dozens of
moior cars being driven from Brisbane
through the Upper Burnett to their destina-
tion. when the Railway Commissioner, by
quoting an atiractive rute. shouid be trans.
porting them by rail. I know that the
Commissionsr now transports many motor
cars under the long-distance haulage rates.
There are instances where {rainloads of curs
have been conveved to the North by the.rail«
ways in compctition with water carriage,
but there is no reason why our mixed trains
should not convey new cars over the much
chorter distances.

Ancther matier I desire to bring before
the Minister iz the construetion of facilities
for loading stock. Tlaving been counected
with stock all my life, I have alwavs con-
tended that it is the duty of the Railway

My, Boyd.]
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Department to provide facilities for loading
and unloading stoclk at railway stations. 1
know that there is a scarcity of jinance, and
that very little m - 1s available for e\p"n-
diture in this direstion. Nevertheless, 1t i3
very hard te ecxpect settlers in count
tricts to construct their o ioading
ties, The settlers have had to do so in
past in some instances, and therc is no
doubt they will have to ‘do so in the future,
although I am in hopes that the new Go.
vernment will realise their responsibilities
in the matter, and, if they cannot build
the facilities themselves, that ithey will assist
in doing s0 to a greater extent than has
been the case.

T trust that saitable trucking facilities will
bs provided at reasonable distances, so that
it will not be necessary for the small settlers

to travel their stock Tong dis-

[8 p.m.] tances in order to secure trucking
facilities. Fares and freights are

high, although the scttler sending stock to
market at the present time is ceriainly realis-
ing good prices. I know of instances where
the public have built their own yards, which
are now practically the property of the
Commissionér for Railways. 1n that connec-
tion, I would be sorry if the preseni Covern-
ment followed on the lines of past Adminis-
trations.

‘It is pleasing to note that the pre@ent
Governmehf are seized with the necessity for
continuing the railwar line to 882 Miles,
recently Lnown as Waratah, but at present
known as Mungungo, within 12 miles of
Monto. I hope the Minister will make pro-
vision in the Iistimates next year to complete
that missing link, so that the line may Lo
continued rwht into the settleent of Monto.
Tenders should be called for that work,
having in mind how successful the contract
system has been in connection with main
road construction. As the Secretary for
Public Lands is aware, about 1,500,000 acres
are still available for closer scttlement in
the Upper Burnett, and it is to be hopnd
that that area will be opened for closer
settlement after the enactment of the Land
Act Amendment Bill now pending, and as
soon as the existing settlers
furnished with additional areas., Hon. mem-
bers will appreciate the great possibilities
from the opening up of iuch a large area of
land, which will be within 40 or 50 miles
of ematlng railway lines at its furthest
point. Monto will be the natural centre
of the whele of that area. and the
outpuy of that distriet will be brought
¢ithire 100 miles of the best port in Queens-
land—Gladstone—where cold storage and
meatwork facilities are available. Instead
of being travelled by road as at present, the
cattle from the back arcas »ill be transported
over these railwars when the extensions to
which I have referred have been completed.
While I realise that it is not the policy of
the Gox(mm(ﬂlF wildly and blindly to con-
struct railways here, t‘lelo and everywhere,
I believe it is necossary for the cconomic

working of the existing lines and for the
good of the country g('mlul‘ that cevtain
missing links should be completed. T com-

mend my remarks in that direction to the
Minister.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Mwurilla): I thank
hon. members on bobh sides of the Committee
for the moderation of their criticism of the
Railway Department. They doubtless realise

- the colessal task with which T am faced, and

[Mr. Boyd.
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which will require the exercise of the closnsr
attention, It is my desive’ to do my level
hest to make the railways not only of service
to the people of the State and beneficial to
those people who find it necessary to use the
ratlways, but alz ance in the develop-

0 of assist
ment of outback portions of the State. I also

desire Lo ses that the employecs in the
wal\ ay Deparfient get s fair © spin” and
seive full{mm o“lploymum I vecegnise

uun the money-lenders
the world have theiur
and I suppose on every State in Australis.
We muost remember t £63,000,000 have
been bhorvowed overseas for \"he purpose of
« ructing osr railwavs, ausd those who
Tent this money arc n*\tum] v looking to us
to see thal 1hat et is kept in ﬂood order
and repair, and e\ entually 1 made : ayable
concern. Tt has been ted to- "ht by

sovoral hon. mombers that it is almost impos-
sible to male the railways pay. At oue-
tiine that was said in connection with the
Cpnadian railways: yet, after years and years
of enormous lesses, it has been found that
the Canadian railways can be made to pay.

At present they are profitable and of benefit
to the people of that Dominion. Unfortu-

natuy, to-day our losscs are so enormous that
the railways arve really becoming a burden
upon the people of this State. Considering
that the community iz taxed to such an enor-
mous extent to make up the deficit that occurs
cach year on our railwazs, it is up to the
people of this State to do their level best
to bring about a better state of affairs.

Mr. Haxton: You can make the ratlways
pay the same as Canada did if the Treasurer
will relieve you of the interest burden.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It
will be necessary to relieve the railways
of a certain amount of the interest burden.
Tn every State in Australia, with the excep-
tion of Queensland, the Railway Commis-
cioner is allowed a certain amount of money
cach year for what are known as develop-
mental losses, That is not the practice in
this State, but I hope that within the next
twelve months the Government will see their
way clear either to allow a certain amount
of money cach year for that purpose or else
will agree to the wiping-off of a certain
amount of the capital indebtedness. In New
South Wales the Government allow the Com-
missioner £800,000 a year to make up losses
that occur on lines built for the purpose of
developing that State: and in Victoria the
Government allow the Commissioner £200,000
per annum for losses made on spur lines
that were built to open up the country.

in different parts of
eyes on Queensland,

The Railway Department in
is not allowed a single
vespect. We should receive
of money from the consolidated revenue. or
else we should he allowed to wipe off a
cortain portion of the capital mdeb cdness.
V would be a ve good thing if the Govern-

moent decided to wipe off c£23 OCO 000 from
the capital indebtedness of the railways and
ll.aun‘urath a slukn‘w fund which would
wipe off the debt in hftv vears., If there
should be a surplus on the 1a1]wm~ at any
time after that amcunt was wiped off, it
could be weed for the paymeni of our loan
indebtedress

I also Whh to refer to the remarks made
by somc hon. members in regard to the
1Lt10nchment that it is alleged has occurred
in connection with our railway employees.
Not one hon. member gave one concrete case

Queensland
shilling in that
a certain amount
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where retrenchment had taken place. In
the Premier’s policy speech It was stated
definitely to the electors that. if we wexrc

returned to power, we would intredues the
contract system wherever possible.

We are only fulfilling our promise to the
electors ahcn we call for tenders for cer-
tain repair work and ncew work in con-
aection with our railways.  With vegaxd
to maintenance work such as bridges, “eul-
verts, and mainterauce of lines, it i3 not
the intenticn of the Govornment to call ten-
dors for work of that deseripi’ion. We

intend to have that work doue by our per-
maneat employees as at preseut; but ther
is other work in connection with which we
can make considerable savings, and get ib
cqually a+ well derie by contract a- has been
the cas: during the last twelve or fourteen
years by daywork. Owing to the policy
of the Goverrment, we have found it neces-
sary to dizsmisss a certain number of car-
penters and men of that description, bug
only very few., In every large centre we
keep a nuwmber of Periloncus uien to do
work which is necessary 1o he done every
day: but we have found from experience—
and [ advocated this during the discussion
on the Hstimates when I was on the oppo-
site ride of the Charmber, and hou. members
who were then on this side advoeated the
same thing—that it is a wasteful policy to
send men 150 miles or 200 miles from a
centre into tihe country to do work, taking
a day to go to the work, for which they
drew an ‘““away-from-home ”’ allowance and
other travelling expenses which amounted
perhaps to £3, and then returned to the
depot from which they were sent. In ihese
little towns there is usually a man who is
quite capable of doing the work needed. We
can get the work done for 15s. or £1 wheve
previcusly it cost £4 or £5, By that means
we are also doing a service to carpenters
1 small country cenires. A man living there
is entitled to have local work. Why should
we send a carpenter from Brisbane or Too-
woomba to distant places like Chinchilla or
Roma when we can get men living in those
centres to do the work? 'That is one of
the reasons why we thought it necessary to
fet men living in those centres do the work
required.

Hon. members will admit that station-
masters generally are capable and trust-
worthy employees on whom we can depend.
We allow station-masters to arrange for such
work to be done locally up to a certain cost.
They can make arrangements with a local
carpenter or plumber to do the work, and
see that it is done properly. Just to illus-
trate what the result has been up to date,
I will give instances, and these are not
specially picked cases. We have only had

r‘m sy «ful in operation during the past
few wecks—

South-castern Division— £ s d.
Departmental estimate 6 41
Successlul tender 812 6
Saving £712 5

South-western Dl"lﬂon——

Departmental estimate 206 1 6
Suceewsful tender 124 15 ©
Saving . £80 6 6

Central I);‘\'IR]OH—

Departmental estimate 903 1 3
Successful tender 517 9 O
Saving B35 12 3
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Neorthern Division—
Departmental estimate 428 10 4
Successful tender 299 15 o
Saving . £128 15 0

Votalu—
artmental estirnates 1,653 7 8
ressful tenders 950 11 6
Saving £602 16 2

Mr. Brassixerox: That is a long way from
wiping out the deficit, all the same.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAVYS:
Then we called for tenders for the erection
of fettlors’ quarters, labour only, on the

Iongreach-Winton secticn, with the following
vosult 1 —

£ s d.

Departmental estimate 746 0 0

ful tender 414 0 ¢

Saving . 38632 00

I think those Hgures prove dLthdv that

the policy we have put into effect has
resulted in an enormous saving to the people
of the Sfate. It is not going io do any-
Lbody out of a job., In fact, in some cases,
men who lose their permanent nmployr:nent
tender for the work; and, if the contract is
obtained by somcone nl;g they have the
opporiunity of . obtaining emp]oyment from
the successful tenderer. I think I have
justified the policy of calling for tenders in
this regard. I have alromay indicated that
we do not intend to adopt the contract
stemi in the maintenance of the lines in a
fe condition for rolling-stock.

With regard to dismissals, about which so¢
much bas been <a1d—althougn 1 suppose I
am wrong there, because very little has been
said about it to-night, apparently because
hon. members opposite do not know of
any great numbers of dismissals other than
those I have mentioned—I say that there
have noi been any wholesale dlsnmsa,.s We
Lhave dismissed fower persons in the last
four months than the Labour Government
dismissed during a similar period for many
vears.

Mr.
“dirty

veToN: You will put in the
after next Saturday.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

It is not_a question of “ dirty work” at.all.
I am giving this information to show exactly

what has uappcnod Let me quote the

IOHO\\ ing figures to show the ftotal dis-
miseals in the Iaat th“e’e ﬁnanclal Vears —

e o

; Permanentf Temporary | Other f

Year. | | Bmployees.| Employees.| Cossations. !Tota‘.

_,,_,§ - iA#A

1026-27 1 183 ’ 75 | B38| 818

| 665

1027-28, 105 | 87 ‘; 593

s against that, tho totml dixmissals during
the financial vear 1923-29 was only 445,

Govesxuexr Mrusers: Hear, bear!
The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:

In a large departinent such as the railways,
with between 18,000 and 20,000 employees,
there will always be a cﬂxtq,m number of
dismissals, b'\mus“ there is not work at all
times for cverybody. Of rcomt years the
Railway Department has lost a considerable
dmour*t of revenue through motor transport
competition, with the result that we have
many carriages and trucks for which we

Hon. Godfrey Morgan.}
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cannot find work., If we had the work, we
would put on more men.

Relore the inotor transport system became
2 serious competitor with the railways, we
were able to employ several thousand more
workmen; but, unfortunately, that form of
competition—which is world-wide and not
peculiar to the State of Quecnsland or to
Australia—has made the position very diff-
cult. No Government would be justified in
paying for the scrvices of three men to do

the work that could he comfortably per-
formed by two men.
Mr Hawwox: Is it a fact that seven

shunters were booked off at Rowa Street the
other dar, and that, when the accident

occurred, there were only three on duty?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: |
understand that there weve only two men
suspended,

Mr. Haxvox: Did the accident oceur be-
cause men had been booked off ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The accident was not due to any shortage
of men. I can assure the hon. member thar
there will be a thorough and full inquiry into
that accident; and while 1 remain Secretary
for Railways I shall see to it that a full
and thorough inquiry is made into all acei-
dents. In every case I shall want to know
who iz to blame. If it is found that a bridge
collapses and that is due to white ants or
to dry rot, and the inspecitors are not doing
their duty in notifying the condition of these
structures, then I shall want to Lknow the
eason why. If inspectors and other respon-
sible officers ave to blame, they will have to
answer for whai happens in that direetion
I intend io protect the lives of the travelling
public and the property of the people. 1
proiziie the hon., member for Ithaca that
there will be & complete und thorough in-
quiry into sll these matters, Since 1 have
been Secretary for Raidlwaxs the number of
permanent cnmployeces dispensed with is 57 in
the azzregats—a mere bagatelle.

., Foresy Sy Flow many are ou

short :
The TARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
When wmed control of this public

utility. I made it clear to the Commissioner
that I was not desirous of placing a number
of railway cmployers on the scrap-heap. I
am fully alive to the soriousness and the
3 of any Government placing raii-
1o the scrap-heap after they

n fourteen to twenty vears of
service to the department. Usually, after

serving a long period of time in the per-
formance of ceviain work in the departm

o1
inese

men see npot fitted for any other oc
It iz cruel on the par: of any Go-
vernment, © iaslly during a period of
denression s exista at present, fo turu
thesa  offie adrift, and therels deprive
them of their meuns of livelihood. What
have the Covernment dowre in this matter?
Where we have found that we had wore than
sufficient station-masiers to cavey out the
work of station-masters, we have permitted
them to drop to a lower grade and beeone
night officers; the night officors, in turn,
have become porters; and in the large
centres the porters have been asked to pooi
the work by werking two, three, and four
days a weel., We are not dismissing theso
men.

[Hon. Godfrey Morgan.
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The same conditions apply to the running
staff. We are not dismissing engine-drivers.
If w.: have not suificient work for engine-
drivers, they are allowed to become firemen;
the firomen to becomsa cleaners; end so on.
We are pooling the work, and we are not
nissing the men ab all. My figures indi-
cate that over a period of five years abous
600 men per annum leave the department in
consequence of deaths, retivements, resigna-
tions, and such like. So that, if 3t is esti
mated that tihere are from 1,200 to 1,500
more omployees in tho railway scrvice than
are necessary, the position can be remedied
without any detrimental effect to the service.

By that process, within two ¥ shall
; ( 3

get 1he service down to normal. I want %o

sav definitely that not one additional

cmplovee has been engaged in the Railway
Department during the periocd I have been
Minister. It would be wrong for me to
cmploy new men and at the same time dis-
pense with the services of permanent em-
ployces. Certain tradesmen who were dis-
pensed with were given the opportunity of
accepling employment as bridge carpenters
rather than be dismissed from the service.

The hon. member for Brisbane made some
remarks in conncction with the removal of
the station-masters at Wooloowin, Auchen-
flower, and Taringa. That has been found
recessary beeause, from figures at our dis-
posal it shown that the receipts from
passenger {raflic at Wooloowin, Auchenflower,
and Taringa have, unfortunately, fallen by
50 per cent.

My, Kirwix: My word, the motor-'bus
competition and private cars have been
cutting into your traffic.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

There is no doubt about that., We did not
dismiss those station-masters; we simply
transfesrred them because there was not suffi-
cient work for them to do at those stations.
1t wus more cconomical to cmploy an officer
of a lower grade to do the work. It was
not cconomical to employ a station-master aft,
£6 10s. per week performing work that
avother individual could do and he vwell
paid for #t £2 10s. or £3 per week.

The hon. member for Balonne referred to
the necussity for the construction of a railway
to 8t. George. That is a railway that I have
advocated, and which I would like to see
constracted.  Some day it should be con-
structed. 1k is rather strange that the elee-
torate of Balonne has for the last fourteen
ars at least been consistently returning a
epresentative of the Labour Party to Parlia-
ment, and, nobwithstanding that millions of
pounds were being spent on rsilways in the
Nowth and other distriets, no money was
spend in that electorate.

Xy, Drassiyoron: You promised to build
that vailwas I never made the promise.

he SECRETARY FOR RaAILWAYS: I

railway should be built, and

admit that the

‘T s hoping that before long we stall have

suficient money to commence its construction,
The &t George railway will receive favour-
able consideration when the list of new rail-
wals i3 being considered by the Government.
I have ssked the people of 8f. George to
¢all a puablic meeting and decide which they
profer—a really good road or a railway., I
have informed them that they cannot have
Loth. While I am Secretary for Railways
and Transport, I do not intend to construct
both a good road and a railway to any
locality. T placed a similar proposition
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before certain people in my own electorate
who desire the railway from Wandoan con-
tinued on to Taroom. 1 have informed the
people that it must be one or the otuer, and
they have to decide which particular form
of communication they desire.

[8.30 p.m.]

The hon. member for Balonne also made
reference to the fact that emergency passes
had been withdrawn. That action was taken
because of the abuse of the privilege. On
the most trivizl excuses railway employees
could get an emergency pass, not only for
themseclves but for their wives and families.
Up to the present no complaint has been
made becausa of its withdrawal; indeed,
railway officials to whom I have spokﬁn havo
said, ¢ Mr. Morgan, you did quite Lxgh{ in
doing away with the emergency pass. It
was quite a common thing on a race day
for emplovees to ask for cmergency passes,
at the same time producing telegrams., gene-
rally inspired, to show that somcone or other
wax i1,

Mr. BRASSINGTON :
sickness

The SETCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Cases of that description will be dealt with
on their merits. Only the other day I gave
permission for the issue of a pass in respect
of a stat'on-master’s wife who was very ill.
Similar action will be taken in cases of that
deseription: but cach case will be treated
on its merits,

Mr., Brassmxeron: I
. you do that.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
With relerence to the inquiry by the hon.
member for Ba‘onnc as to when the report
of the Commiss'on of Inquiry which recently
investigated way mattms would be avail-
able, ! would point out that the two gentle-
mea coneerned um]»eted their inquiry only
three wecks ago, and have scarcely had time
to furnish e with a report, which I am
hoping will rot be a hurried and jll-
considered one, but one on which we shall
ba able to work. There has been no delay
in this mattor, because, as the hon. member
well knows. matters of that deseription can-
not be fixed up in a day.

Mr. DRASSINGTON :
information.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The Leader of the Oppositiecn rcferred to
the coutract system. I think I have satisfied
him that we do not intend to introduce the
contract system in regard to maintcnance
work on the permanent way.

Mr. W, Forcay Smita: Do you expect to
get the increased revenue budgeted for by
the Treasurer?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
Yes. Of coarse. it will depend on the seasons
to a great extent.

Mr. W, Foreaxy SMITH: I think the Trea-
surer has inflated yvour estimate of revenue.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
may have <one so; but we must live in hope,
even if we die in de :spair.  (Laughter.)

The
veferred

I referred to cases of

shall be satisfied if

I was merely seeking

hon. member for Rockhampton
to tle expenses allowed to mon
travellivy awav from home. These arc
purely ** travelling away from home ” allow-
ances, which are fixed by the Board of Trade
and Arbitration,
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Mr. Duxtor: You can easily alter them,
if you desire, when your representative goes
hefore the Board of Trade and Arbitration.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: An
crormous amount of money is bemg ex-
pended in these allowances, which is one of
the recasons why we are endeavouring to
obviate the necessity of sending men out.

Mr., W. FForeaN SMITH: Avrc imany men
taking advantage of the offer of a vear’s
leave without pay?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That only came intc operation during the
past week, but I am hoping that that sug-
gestion of mine will bring forth a number
of applicants.

My, W. Forean Swmrrt: Will you give the
six months’ long-service leave plus aunother
six months?

o

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
No. I\ely railway emplovee gets twelve
months’ leave of absence. That is to say,

he can notify the head of the departinent
that he requires twelve months’ leave of
ahsence, and that leave i3 granted, and any
long serviee leave due to him is allowad ab
the end of the twelve months if he retires
from the department. He would have twelve
months to go into business or go on the land,
if ho so desired; and, If at the end of the
twelve months he is doing so well that he
dees not desire to come back into the depari-
nient, he nsed not do so; buf, if he doss
come hack into the department after the
twelve moenths, he would be put on at the
same status as he occupicd when he left the
lepavtment. He wounld lose nothing in any
That was my ows idea, and
me before the union repre-
and they thought it a
A gresi number of
rmploxem were afraid to leave tho de
ment, howescr, as they did not know whcther
they would be successful cutside, and they
did not like to give up a permanent job ard
take the risk. This is an opnortunity for
men who desive cither to start mn businéss or
to go on the land. It also helps the depirt-
rient inasmuch as it avoids the dismissal of
other employees. We are deing everything
we possibly ecan to avoid dismissing per-
manent men. It would be a wrong thmg
to place on the unemployed ¢ s=srap-he: wp’
men who have had long years of service in
the department.
I also desire
apprentices.

Mr. W. ForeaN SarrH: Ts it a fact that
none of the parents of the hoys who sat for
examination have been notified as to whether
their bovs passad the examination or other-
wise? The parents should have been advised.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I could not say whether that is a fact or not.
Although 181 boys have pass»d their examina-
tion, we have not appointed any apsrentices
up to the present, for the renson that tho
Commissioner sent along a notifieation that,
it wo emnleyed fifty rew apprertices, we

shape or form
it was p]qu d
sentatives

to deal! with the question of

vauld have to get rid of fifty men; and
these men may b married.

Mr. W. Fomrasny SmrrH: That  won't
“ wash.”

Th~> SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
It will “wash.” The hor, member krows that

wn have [lirst-ycar. second-yesr, third-year,
fourth-year, and fifth-year apprentices.

Hon. Godfrey Morpan.)
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My. W. Fonrean Sumita: I claim thas a
number equal to those who have finished
their time shouid be put on.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAVYS:
It has not heen the practice in the Ipswich
workshops, as is done in private shops, to
dismiss bhoys after they have served their
time as apprentices. The Railway Depart-
went has adopted the policy of keeping these
boys on. If we adopted = similar policy
to that followed in private concerns of a
similar descviption, at the end of five years
we would only keep on sufficient boys to do
ihe work offering, and the others would have
to find work elsewhere, Suppose there are
{ifty boys at the present time who have
served their fifth-year apprenticeship, am I
«to sack those fifty and put on fifty appren-
tices? The hon. member knows perfectly
well that af the Ipswich workshops we have
more men than we require.

Mr. W. Forcaxy Syite: I
that at all.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Then the hon. member ought to know it.
The hon. member was Deputy Premier in a
Government that found it neceassary to close
these works down at different periods. There
was not suflicient work to keep all the men
engaged full time, and they werc put off for
short periods. Why did the previous Govern-
ment find it necessary to close these works
down? Because there was not sufficient
work to keep the men employed.

Mr. W, Foreax Smiti: They were never
closed down.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
They were closed down time after time for
short periods. That is to say, the men were
asked to work short time. Uut of 2,000 men
employed in the workshops, at the present
time about 600 are working short vime.

Mr. W. TForean Smitn: Don’t you agree
with the principle that the Railway Depart-

do 1ot know

ment  should train its quota of skilled
artisans?
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

Yes; and we are going to do it. When the
veport comes from the two commissioners
appointed to inguire into the railway work-
shops throughout the State, we may find it
secessary to close down some of the work-
shops altogether, and to establish others.
These mon were appointed for that purpose.
Although the present moment is not a good
time for making the change, it would be ever
50 much better to have a certain number of
men employed in our workshops full time for
the whole twelve months than to have them
overstaffed as at present and Hable at certain
times of the year to have work for only three
or four days a week. It is not a good policy
to overstaff any department or business, and
we should endecavour to prevent that state
of things: The department is overstaffed, so
that when a slack time comes it involves
dismissals, when some of the men suffer very
severely. I hope we shall be able to provide
a scheme so as to be able to keep the men
in the Ipswich workshops and other work-
shops where it is advisable to have them
smployed for the whole twelve months of the
wear; buf, where a workshop has been estab-
tished for political reasons, we are not justi-
fied in continuing it This matter was
brought up by & question asked by the hon.
member for Rockhampton. The sum of
£9,000 was spent on the railway workshop
in Rockhampton for moulding purposes, and

[Hon. Godfrey Morgan.
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only one moulder and two labourers have
been employed at that particular work. The
thing is ridiculous. How can the railways
or any other concern pay under conditions
like that? I hope that things like that will
not occur while I am the Minister, at any
vate, and business methods will be cbservid.

It has been stated tbat the rallways should
be taken away from political control, and we
are going to endeavour to do that.

Mr. W. Yoreaxy Swurrm: Will you let those
boys know whether they have passed the
examination or not?

The SHCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We are endeavouring to get a capable man
to hold a thorough inquiry into the railway
system in this State, as promised by our
leader, and I hope to be able to inform
Jion. members in a few weeks that the com-
mission has been formed for that purpose.

1 intend to bring a Bill before the House
later on requiring those who are benefited
by the railways to give the railway service
the work to which it is entitled. We are
going to prevent competition by heavy motor
vehicles with the railways. We shall encour-
age thoso which are run as feeders for the

‘railways; but we are going to endeavour to

do away with the competition of those which
run past railway stations,

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH:
thing.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members know that graziers get a
special rate for the conveyance of starving
stock and on fodder for starving stock; but
some of these men use motor vehicles when
they can do so instead of railways. They ask
us to convey fodder at a special rate; yet,
when the sheep are ready to shear, they use
motor transport for conveyance of wool. We
are going to endeavour to prevent these men
from getting a refund. If the graziers will
not give us their work on the railways, we
will not give them a rebate on freights,

Mr. Krmmwan: VYou are entitled to their
business if you give them this concession.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We are going further, and will endeavour
where we possibly can in connection with
renewals and extensions of leases to provide
that they must support the Queensiand rail-
ways, and that they must give us their traffic,
whether they like 1t or not. We are entitled
to adopt that means of assisting the rail-
ways., The State has spent the money; it
has the railways; and the prople of Queens-
land should endeavour to assist to make them

That is a fair

pay. If they do, we can reduce farcs and
freights, which 1 think arc exceptionally
high. We shall have to bring them down

eventuallz; but we cannot bring them down

by entering into cut-throat competition
with motor transport. I am referring now
particularly to heavy vehicles. They pay

comparatively nothing towards the upkeep
of roads, and shirc after shire is writing to
the Main Roads Commission asking it to
prevent these heavy vehicles with 5 or 6 ton
Joads from passing through from distant parts
and cutting up their roads. They have a
right to ask for protection, and it is up
to the Govarnment to give it to them. We
all agree that the railways are an asset of
which we are justly proud; and the Govern-
ment desive, with the assistance of the
employees, to give to the people that service
to which they are entitled.
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Mr. W. FORGAN
During my recent ak
ton and Mackay dis

SMITH  (Mackaw):
sencn in the Rockbamp:
triets, cerfain pavents of
koys who sat at the last examination for rail-
way apprentices interviewed me and com-
plained, first of all, that no boys had ben
enganed.  Their chief complaint, however,
was that they had not been notified as to
whether the boys had passed or not.  If the
department  refuses to employ  adiditioual
b Cthere can: be no appral from that
bat it is obviouns that a parent
like to lmow whethey his boy has
As a matter of fact, the passing of an

would
nassed,
examination with a decent ])owtnt%ge would

obviously be a veference xn an application
for other employment, and I would llko an
assurance thar the injustize will be remedied.
The SecreTary ror RalLways: I
that they are notified.
Item (General Establishment—Chief Office)
agreed to.

will see

INTELLIGENCE AND TOURIST BUREAU.

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Wuwridla): 1 bf,‘g tw
nove—

¢ That £8,220 be gxamod’ for * Intelli-

gence and Tourist Burcau.’

The Intelligence and Tourist Burcau has been
under the control of the Railway Department
for the last two months. We are now
reorganising the space at the (ieorge-street
offices, and the Tourist Burcan will be located
there. Tourisis who come to Queensland will
be able to go to that office. and, wirh the
increased accommodation, they will be well
provided for. They will not have to go from
one building io anoiher, as in the past,

Mr. Krrwax: You are traxaferring the
booking office, oo, and putting them all
togntncv K

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, so that people will be alile to get their
sleeping-berths and hook for all the long-
&4I~fa1|(‘4‘ trainz at the one place.  Tours 1o
Tumbourine Mountain and othar beauty spots
will also be arranged at thet conire. Peope
; north will be able to arrang
shments on the wav, and any
niotor rnp~ that raay be possible during their
journey. It really means that I, as lmmm ial
Aond will have absolute control of tonrists.
My depavtment will provide retlway accon-

—

!n()dd‘l()l( and facilities for road transporta-
tion. I shall be to direct the tourists
to the beauty spots that ther should sisiy

and I shall be responsible for providing
them  with the necessary refreshments  en
route. 1 think the proposed scheme is s
zood one. Tt i3 propesed to give up the
rooms at present oceunied hy the bureau in
‘ww!n(,. with a view to ru.\mﬂ up a new
position in Challis 1louse. An agreemaont
has beon entered into enabling the different
Siates to have accommodation in other States,
Just as Quecusland will have accommodation
in Challis House, so will New South Wales
have accommodation in owr building in
Gueensland,  The same dppl es to Victoria.
Leter on. when our land policy 1s proper
developed, we intend to have a representative
in Victoria, because we are of the opinion thay
our l.u*d policy, when placed before the
le in that State. will encourage a nomber
or Victorians to come fto Queex fand. We

hall have a representative in the Melbourne
Tom*ist Bureau as well a3z in the Sydney
Tourist Bureau. That will be of advantage
in o every way, because our representatives
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in Vietoria and in New South Wales will be
in touch with tourists from all parts of the
world.  Tourists who visit Sydney will be
able to visit Challis House and there make
all the necessary inguivies and arrangements
with & view to coming to Queensland to see
our seenip ans! beeuty spots. I feel sure
that the arrangement ¢ill bs beneficial from
all poinis of view.

Ay, W, FORGAN
do not rise to make
reorganization of the Tourist Bureau I
rhink iv is quite a good idea to blmfr it
within 1he conirol of the Railway Depart-
ment—a departimeut which is naturally inter-
exted In tounrist traffie and wrade, both inter-
stite and intrastate. Consequently, we should
give more attention to the (lovelopmont of
this activity than las Deen the case in the
past. There is no doubt that it will he worth
while for Quecnsland to develop this branch
of activity over a period of years to a much
greater extent than has hitherto been
attempted. A few days ago I asked the
Minister a question re Lmng to this matter,
which no doubt he will remember. I asked
that queation as a result of a letrer received
from the Mackay Chamber of Commerce.
The chambers of commeren, particularly in
North Queensiand, have (hmu:sM this matter,
and I received a resolution which I forwarded
to the I\Iinisrer-—perhaps to the Premier in
the firsv place.
~ The SeCRETARY Fom RAILWAYS:
it.

Mr, W. FORGAN SMITH : I should like
a full reply to that letter for the reason that
the people in North Queensland have a
feeling, for some reason or other—I do not
know why—that 1t is intended to resivict the
operations  particularly  of the Sydney
Bureau. ~ Fer some time past the Sydney
Burcau has been move than a department
urluuding to the reguirements of  tourists.
in countles. different ways the director in
Nodney, Mro Nally, has acted as a kind of

SMITH (Mackay): 1
any objection to the

T received

Qu and representative in regard to trade
sud commerce.  In connection  with news-
paper propaganda  against the sugar n-
dustry, he has vielded & doughty pen
in the  defence of the  Queensland sugar
industrs. I know as Svumary for Agri-
culture thar, i connpection with asctivitiss

for amm.mm' fruirs placed on the Southern
nigrkets, he rendered a very valuable service
o1 nunmf of the Committee of Direetion and
fruitgrowers 1u this State. On several occa-
sions I provided a sum of money to assist
the various frairgrowers with a view to
extending their markets, On one particular
oczasion T provided a sun of money for the
purpose of advertising custard rxm)lm and
papaws; and I s()ught the assistauce of the
divector of the bureau in Sydnoy with a
view to getting people in the South
acquainted with the value of tlm[ fruit and
with a view to opening up wider sales. The
direetor of the bmoan at that tIIhO rendered
a very valuable sorvice, and it is the recogni-
tion of that and his defence of the sugar
industry and other matters affecting Queens-
tand iptevests that has given rise to some
uneasiness in rhc North IOOal‘dll’]g‘ the future
activitics of the hareau in Syducs.

For some rea=on or other. the
has gons abroad that it W
curtail the activities of the Syduney office
and limit iv merely te the issuing of tickets
for railway sleepers to Brisbane and other
parts of Queensland. I do not know whether

Ay, Smith}

nbression
wtended  to
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the explanation of the Minister will set at
rest those fears, but I hope that he will
continue to develop that bureau so that it
will be a centre of activity and propaganda
in the interests of Queensland generally. It
is quite a good scheme to appomt a repre-
sontative in Melbourne. I remember on one
cccesion recommending such an appointment
tn the Minister in charge of the vote. T said
then that it would be of advantage to ‘this
State to have a representative in Alclbuuﬂe
who would protect this State’s intercsts and
be able to deal with questions which arise
from time to time. If he was unable to deal
personally with them, he could refer them
to his ininisterial head. We have had the
example of propagunds in the South against
Queensland bananas and chilled meat. There
appearcd to be some ground for e 1ph1nt
regarding the percentage of firs t-quality fruit
in the banana consignments, but upon investi-
gation it was found that, wh.le there was
some chjection to a percentage of the con-
signment, nothing was said of the 80 ner
cent. of very high-quality fruit which it
included, aund which was a credit to those
who packed and despatched it,

Then we had the fcolish propaganda
against Queensland chilled meat—an  out-
ragcous propesal, and, if not against tho
letter of the Constitution, at least « gdm%t the
spirit of federation. It was wn outrageous
proposit.on to demand that Queonslard
chiiled meat should be branded as 1upoit ted,
The whole 'msxb of fuderation is that Aus-
trzlia shall be a nation, wnd that theve sb
be free trade bebween tho States. The whole
propos: non was absard; and, as I pointed
ocut, our State could rctaliate in A most
damaging way. Ifor instance, Victorian
shoes  ceculd  be branded on  the toss
“Imported.” How would they like that?
Such a policy would give rise to all sorts
of difficulties hetween the Statex, I look
forward to the time—and it is bound to
eventuate when closer scttlement develops—
within the next ten or twenty years when
Queensland will probably be supplying the
whole of Australia, or at least the eastern
portion of Australia, with meat. Most of
the meat sold in Melbourne to day, and even
in Brisbane. is chilled. Frem a hygienic
point of view it is much better than freshly
killed meat. The reason for this action was
political. 1 mention these things to indicate
the desirability of having in the Southern
cities repreentatives whose work should be
of a wider character than the mere issuing
of railway tickets. They should he highly
intelligent men, well versed in Queensland
conditioss, and be capable of acting as
representatives of Queensland.

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton): I rise to
take exception to the trcatment of Central
Queensland in the matter of tourizts, While
I was occupying the position ¢f Mayor of
Roe nhampton tourists  arrived there at
a-quarter to 4 o’clock in the aftcrnoon and
continued their journey next morning, While
I corgratulate these in authority on the
pamphlet issued for the guidance of tourists,

I cannct congratulate those who have to do
with the arrangement of the trurist pro-
gramme. becausa the time allotted fo. them

in the Central district is dsurfed by the
period of their stay in other distriets.
At 9 pan.,

-

Wy, Maxwern (Toowaong),
of Temnorary Chaivmen,
dn the chair,

[Mr. Smilh.

one of the panel
relieved Mr. Fry
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Mr. DUNLOP: These tourists spend no
'thne whatever in the Central division, in
wl dch there are many Jmpol‘tﬁnt and interest-
ing places to which time should be allotted
cornmensurate  with that given to other
places. I trust the XMinister will see to it
that the Commissionar for Raiways, when
hio arranwes these tourist trips, will remoember
the fret  that Rockhampton is mnot =
“whistling ” station, but that there are many
places in that part of the State of interest
to touris The Western country =t the
back of ‘{')(lxhamptnn would undoubt edly be
of inferest to cattlemen particularly.
srranging these tours, regard should be hacf
to the wishes of the tourists. some of whom
may desive to visit the Western country,
whilst others wish to continue their journcy
to the North. At any rate, that scems to me
to be a much bet way of advertising

§ I commend the
joner, whom I con-
on what has already been done
the tourizt traflic.

At 9.1 pm.,

The Cuamruan resumed the chair.

Mr, KIRWAN (Urisbane): I am pleased to
Lear the Minister say that he is endeavouring
to etimulate the tOLUl:vt traftic in Quecusland.

Unfortunat:ly, we in Australia do not pay
S"f‘(lh { attnnt on to our own possibilities
and scenic attractiors Southern visirors
have been amesed at the wonderful scenic
views in North Queensland.

The Sperersary FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
ional i’ark is the best of the lot.

'\I; K1 [RWAN: Ves; even within ecasy
ach of Brishane there are many beaut ful
pots that would interest tourists, as, for
le, fa‘mommo AMountain.  The hon.
Lor for Fovtitude Valley may even sug-
-t that the claims of Cribb TIsiand should
cred ! (Laughter.) The Minister’s

D\pl inston of the new arrangement whereby
th: funct'ons of the Tourist Bureau and the
Central Looking office will be exercised
from  Ceorge strect, is wcleome, because

the new ste will prove of great convenicnce:
L yewson of its central situation; and all
tourist arrangements can bs catered for
there.

1 nt to join_ with the Leader of the
{ippositon in pm*mg a tribute of pra'se to
v, ‘\al‘y, the geuntieman in charge of the

Sydr ofiice. He is what you mwht call
a real ¢ live-wire.” and I do not think that
he misses any oppoltmx ‘ty of putt'ng Guecns-

land en the map. We have not’ced the great
attent’on he payi to new arrivals, particu-
Lu 'y the voung lads who come out under
: church <(hqnea. He mects these

n S:dney, has a chat with them, and
s th m some idea of the new country in
th they hope to make their homes. He
Iso 1xkcn full advantage cf every oppor-
v 1o 1‘np-m> upon the pecople of New
Toa'es the benclit to be derived from
“er usz of Cuern band fruit. Altogother
.’UV s a splend’d officer. ard is dong
J in the public’tr line.  Of

¢ been associatod with the press
v of ¥ ears, ke h=s a dstinct
+ho arc unable:

(RS
- Q
=]

numnt

for a
idvantage over nthm’ cfficors =
to we that wonderful veh'ele of publicity.

T wou'd also no'nt out that full advantagc
i« rot tnken o every opportucity for the
distribution of literature. 1 trusi. now that
the Scerctary for Railways has taken over
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this burcau, he will see that literature adver-
tising Queensiand is distributed on all mail
trains, and particularly on the Northern mail
train. I do not know whether full advantage
is taken of the oppeortunity of distributing
literature ou interstate boats, and particu-
larly ou those boats which cater for tourist
trips to North Queensland in the winter time,
These are matters to which the Minister
might give attention. He should ask some
officer to see that this literature is distri-
buted in the way I have suggested, so that
people travelling in Queensland will have an
opportunity of learning something about this
wonderful State. If these opportunities are
fully availed of by an officer of a similar
type to Mr. Nally, the department will have
no reason to complain of the reorganisation
brought abcut in connection with the Tourist
Burecau, as no doubt he will find that a
considerably increased tourist traffic has
resulted. He should be able to attract to
this State—particularly to the Northern por-
tion of the State during the winter months
—that large section of people who are only
tco pleased to leave Victoria and New South
Wales and get to North Queensland, where
they can spend a most pleasant vacation. I
am sure that the Minister will take notice
of the sugrestions made, which are offered
in the spirit of helpfulness, and with the
idea of attracting to Queensland a larger
share of the touvist traffic.

Mr. WARREN (Merrumba): Unlike the
hon. member for Rockhampton, I do not
expect some of my tourists to ‘‘ go. West.”
(Laughter.)

Mr. Duxvor: In geod scasons a cattleman
could nct go to a better place.

Mr. WARREN : That only makes it worse.
(I.auchter.) The movement to bring the
Tourist Dureau up to date is a good one.
We mu:t all deplore the slecpincss of that
bureau in the past. It has rot done its
work so far as Queensland is concerned.
T »m surc that the Minister, after his week-
end trip over the Blackall- Range, must be
scized wth the importence of that wonderful
distriet, et very few know anything about it.

The whole of that district has escaped
atte. tion. Tast vear I took a very strong
stard on this matter. The Tourist Derpart-
ment arranged f°r a run up to Buderim,
and I went with the Minister on this week-
end tour. I know that part cf the country
very well. The exclamations of appreciation
by different members of the party convinzed
me that tourists who visit Queensliand a+d go
reund that d'strict wou'd be delighted w'th
the sconery. The rourd trip throngh Malery,
Montville, and Mapleten down to Nambour,
Maroo-hvdore, and the Maroochy River is a
wonderful experirnce.  Some of the fincst
glimipses of the sca can be ohtained un that
trip. I have travelled practically to «ll tle
pleasure resorts in Australia, and I do nct
know where anyone can put g day in more
pleasartly than in that localtv. It wonld
take days to do the Blackall Range and the
water ng-nlaces aloro the coat i toat
irivi Maroochydore is one of the fincst
rg-places to be fuad anywhore; and
rot ouly get the river but there 35 a
There are glorious Leaches

yeu
glcrious bracl
1 other ports of the Stote, includivg two
‘near Rockkempton. but they are rot a bit
bettr then the beaches at Marcochydore and
nuighbouring places,

Mr. CravroNn: Have you ever been to
Pialba ? (Laughter.)
19293 ¢

[9 Ocrorer.]
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Mr. WARREN: Ves, I have been o
Pialba. Tho beach at Caloundra is one of
the best beaches in the world. Caloundra is
one of the finest seaside resorts in the world,
and ic is only held back by difficulty of
access. When better facilities for com-
munication are established. we hope to sec
a great many visitors there. It is a crime
that people arc not able to get to this won-
derful pleasure resort withoat difficuity.
Then take Bribie Passage. Only those who
have gone through Dribie Passage can
realise its beauty. I have been through the
sounds in New Zealand, but I do not know
one place there which compares with the
scenery in Bribie Passage. People ave
astounded when they take that trip. It is
bad business on our part te lose the millions
of pounds which we should get from tourists.
We have a country second to none in the
world.  With our glorious winter climate,
we should have people coming here who
want a milder climate than Victoria, South
Australia, or Tasmania can give them. Not
only should we advertise our State and bring
enormous numbers of people here to become
permanent residents, but we could have
millions of pounds brought to the State by
tourist money, which we are now losing.
The average Queensiander is quite ready to
say what wonderful things there are in the
South; but I do not know where you can
find those wonderful things. People talk
about the Blue Mcuntains, but they ave very
much exaggerated, and there is nothing very
wonderful about them with the exception of
the Jenolan Caves. In my opinion, our
range al Toowcomba is much prettier than
the Blue Mountszin:. We do not advertise
our State sufficiently.

Queensland is the worst State in Australis
for advertising its own territory. You go to
Victoria and y.u see placards everywhere.
You go into the hotels, and you find adver-
tisements of the beautiful seaside and othec
resorts, Thoere is some good stuff there—1E
do not mean to say it is all bogus or fake
—(laughter)—but they have rothing bettor
than we have. If they had the Blackall Range
or scme of our Northern ranges in Victoria,
vou wculd not bs able to walk the streels
for litsrature. We ought to be ashamed
that we do not do mere to advertise our
State. I hope the Minister will infuse some
of thn enerzv of the Railway Department
into the Tcurist Bureau, and see that, instead
of getting too much “ dope” we have real live
men there, and that they do something for
our own State. On the North Coast we have
beautful un-to-date hotels with electric lighs
and cvery other convenience; yet visitors to
themn are few in number, whereas they should
ba fr]l un. At Calcundra we met a man
who had been fichting against bad roads for
forty yoars, Anvone who knows what thoss
roads wre like when travelling over them
in a wezon in wet weather, wi'l know what
he went through in the carly days. He saia
that he had given his llfe’s work to making
Caloundra a sucerss, and he hos got very
little out of it. [ hepe the Min'ster widl
reu these things, and previde decent road
communication to thess wetering places. nos
for the sake of the watiring places themi-
solve: or ien such as the mon I bave just
mentioned, but for Quecnslind, looking at it
from the wider aspoet of the State. We
should do eversthing we can to attract those
who are inte

restad in our glorious scenery.
I am sure thas throughout our trip she

Mr., Warren.]
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Minister was selzed with the importance of
this wonderful district. Not only is it fertile
and wonderfully productive, but it is a dis-
trict in which one can sea vistas of beauty
right throughout.

Mr. Kirwax: What about Buderim?

Mr. WARREN: Yes. T missed onc of the
most important places; but we only went up
one side and down the other, so that the
party did not see the very best of it. The
fact 1s that in Q nsland we have the most
glorious opporiuniti and all we nced arve
energy end some commonszense to guide our
tourists in the right direction.

Mr. Bams:
Narangba Rai

You hsve forgotten the

¥ Station garden.

Mr. WARREN : I have not forgotten that.
The hon. member for Bundaberg was good
encugh to draw my attention to the matter,
and I want to give credit to thcse people.
People are missing one of the best treats that
or2 could imagine in not sceing this wonder-
ful garden. It is really wonderful, and the
man deserves the greatest credit. Not only
does he cerry out his railway duties, but he
devotes all his available time to that very
fine effort. I have mot seen a better railway
garden anywhere, nor have I seen very many
better gardens, and T hope he will get the
prize for the best-kept garden, which I have
no doubt he will. 1 hope the Minister will
continue his good work. I congratulate him
on his efforts, and hope that before another
vear has passed a tourist trip will be
arranged for the North Coast so that the
visitors to this State will have an oppor-
tumity of seeing this glorious country.

Mr. HANLON ({thace;: 1 agree with
previous speakers regarding the new policy
in connection with the propesa! to transfer
the Tourist Bureau to the Railway Depart-
ment.  That seems the sensible and logical
thing to do. 1 have besn struck always with
the fact that one of the miost valuable busi-
ness sites of the city should be occupied by
the unpretentious barn in which the Railway
Commuissionar hss hiz office. 1 hope thal.
when 1t is altered and has a new frontage.
full use will be made of it. Brisbane is now
growing m o a big ¢ snd practically all
classes of people have ¢ ) holidass: and
there is plentr of room t» increase the
revenue of the deparvtmeont by eacouraging
the propie to make full use of their annual
holiday, whether it be a ek or a fort-
wight. I suggest that the Tourist Bureau
should advertise holiday resorts, and place

their proposals on o wuioney basis. For
instance, instead of giving people  an
unlimited choice of places to  visit, the

buresu should be in a position to inform the
prospective holiday-maker swhat places are
availzble when he walls into the office and
savs that he has a fortnight’s holiday and
£20 to spend, and inguires where he can go,
what accommodation is available, the cost,
and so on. The holiday-maket shou d be in
a position to walk into the Tourist Burcau
=nd say that be has £20 to spend over a fort-
night, and the bureau should be able to tell
him thot he can go to such and such a plice,
that the railway actommodation is so much,
the hotel ac commodation is so much, and the
amount of money required will not exceed a
cortain emount, By onlarvlnw on a system
like that there is quite a tood scope for
increasing our railway traffic. 1 have perused
quite a lot of tourist literature, and find it
very indefinite. Quite & number of people

[Myr, Warren.
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do not go on these short holidays that could
be armnwed becausc they do not know of
many places to which they could go: they
do not know anythir bout the hotel accon:-
modation, or the cost, and they do not kuow
anything about the boarding-houses cr pri-
vate houses that are so let, Tb' 20 ito the
same old s de 1lase royear—
o Sandgate,

Wennum, or brﬁbb (shnd—-ox‘

of which the Railway Department gets noth-
ing. 1T am guite satisfied that, by a good

Prisbane
70 eithrr to the

system of d(l\(lh\l” o on thmo lines
p(‘opln would Lo proparou to

Downs. to Stanthorpe, to 1 auv“(omm“ Moun-
tain, to the various moumam rescrts, to to
the differ ent soaside nlad between Mary-

Ul the sesside
id be popu-
afficient advan-

borough and Tweed Hea
places between those | 1soints
larised by eity tripps re. Mob
tage, to my mind. hss been faken of that by
the Railway Department from a revenue
point of view. I hope the Minister will take
a note of what I have mentioned with a view
to advertising the Tourisr Bureau somewhat
along the lines T have mentioned.

Item (Intelligenes and Tourist Buareau!

agrecd to.

SOUTHERN DIVISION.

The SEIRETARY ¥FOR RAILWAYS
(Houn. Godfrey Morgan, Murillo:: 1 beg w0
move—

“ That
¢ Southern Division.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (feloans): I notice
in the summary (onfamed in this vote that
there is a reduction in the appropriation as
comparca with last veer’s vote of £131,240.
In the vote for the Central Division and the
Mackay Railway there is a reduction in this
vear's appropriation of about £8,000. Oun
turning to ithe items cnunerated in the vote,
1 find that under the heading of station-
masters, inspectors, portevs, and clerks, the
amount of ‘mp)opvm“on asked for is 296 700,
A comy pared with £104,544 last v For
cuards, porte s (mmmon extra Libour, ete.
the appxommuow is £123,000, ss eompared
with £132,000 last yoar. Further down the
vote 1 find that under the he ading of
* Gladntenance 7 the sum of £242,000 iz qued
for, or £16,000 less than lo»t yeur's movw
Under the heading of hocomotu cs.

£5,588,560  be

ERE)

wranted  for

sion.

we find that the san of £2;+QC’) is made
available for engivemen, firemen, ete.
wheveas last year the vote wes L243 173,
Thers: is & reduction in that vate of £29,000.
In these four wvotes, which principally von-
cern the emiployees, we lind a reduction in
the voie for the South-western district of
£62,000. I would like a very full explana-
tion from the Minister ve “1(111.;7 this biy
reduction, onailv 1 belisve the Minis
ter’s statement to-night that within the next
two veavs 1,500 men would be dismi from

the Raﬂwav Deparime
expression, 1,500 Jnen would go thin ihe
next two years. To we it CRTS *l t pro-
vision is now bring made to do without the
services of those 1, 500 mon. A redur;‘ion of
£62,000 in the \01e for e district s a biy
amount--more s0 in

or, O use Nis own

iew of tno fact thu it
covers the emplovees in that district

The Mlinister also stat
the Government id not ux,ply 5 the rmain
tenance section of employecs. Whiie 1 sccept
that statement, I cannot unde retand how the
CGovernmen: intend to keep in order the
permanent way in the South-western district.
That maintenance work cost £258,000 last

4

that the policr of
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year, and it should certainly cost that amount
this year if eflicient services are to be main-
tained. We find that the reduction in this
vespect 18 £16,000. That also needs some
explanation. If the Minister 1s desirous of
giving proper service to the South-western
district, then the ne number of men will
hn\o to be employed on this work. How
can the Minister keep the same number of
men in employment if the vote 1s reduced by
£16,0007  The reduction in vote for
station-masters. inspectors, ]‘OlT(‘l" and
clerks is £8,000. Hon, members on this side
of the Chamnber have repeatedly made the
statement that numbers of these men were
being dismissed from the service. While
this vote does not prove that statement, 1%
does convey the inference that a certain num-
ber of men have been removed, and that it
is the intention of th~ Covernment i remove
more in the future.

[9.30 p.m.]

The same applies to guards, porters, signal-
men, enginemen, firetaen, and mechanics. In
fairness to the South-Western distriet, 1 only
ask that the present cfficient railway service
given to the poople should be maintained.
That can only be done by a continuance of
the present methods, which tend towards
giving good service and satisfaction. I know
the Minister will dissocinte himself from my
statement that it is the intention of the
Government to pursue a policy of retrench-
ment; but, no matter what the hon. gentle-
man may say, it is rronelally admitted that
some such policy will be put into effect in
the near future. At any rate, the figures in
this vote suggest somucthing along those lines.
The Minister has stated that 1,500 men will
go within the next two yea,h and I ask
the hon. gentleman to make a broad state-
ment so that we may know how the railwayv-
inen stand in this maitter.

1

The SECRETARY FOR RAITWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murille): The

amounts voted for this particular year are
just a little above the amounts actually
expended last year, wo that the hon. goentle-
man is entirely wrong in his contention.

Mr. BrassINGTON: I was only using your
own statement that 1,500 men have to go.
You said the railways were overstailed.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Ves, and, owing to the fact that 600 or 700

go out yearly through death, retirement, cte..
we are allowing two years in which to et
the staff down to normal.  So far as the
votes are (’oncm ned, ve are actually &p(\ndvnu
more money for these particular itoras than
was spent last year.

Item (Southern Division) agrecd io.

CENTRAL DIVISION AND MACKAV BAILWAY.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla): I beg to
OV C—-
“ That $£1.168.060 be granted for
¢ Central Division and Mackay Rail-
way. ”’

Ttem agreed to.

NORTIEEN DIVISION.

‘the SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla): I beg to
move—

“That £1,390,500 be granted for

¢ Northern Division.””
Item agreed to.

{9 OcroBER.]
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DeparTyuENT 0F P{8LIc LANDS,
CHIEF OFTICE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

{(HTon. W. A. Deacon, Cunningham): I beg
to move-—
* That £60,861 be granted for ¢ Depart-

ment of Public Lands—Chief Office.” ”

This shows an increase of £538 on the
amount voted last year, which is made up by
increases in salaries representing £138, and
an increase of £400 in the vote for ** Contin-
weneles.””

Mr. KIRWAN (Srisbany): 1 would like
the Minister to be good enough to give the
Conunittee some idea us to the intentions of
the Govermment in regard to forestry, 'This
is an important question, and 1 l\now there
has bLeen some ex sion of opinion on the
part of hon. members on the Government
side, who have stated that some of the land
reserved for forest cultivation should be
brought into agricultural use and settlers
eiven an opportunity of taking up these
lands. T would like to know if the Govern-
ment have decided on any definite policy in
this regard, or whether the policy that has
been in operation for some time is to be
continued.  If not, what are the essential
pomt-‘ of change 1n a,dmunstmtwn in con-
neetion with that matter? I also understand
that there has been some alteration in what
has been referred to on various occasions as
the stumpage fees. 1 understand that there
has been some reduction in that direction.
If my memory serves me correctly, a state-
went appeared in the press quite 1ucent1y in
regard to that question. If the Minister has
the information handy, I should be pleased
if he would pass it on to the Committee.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Balonne): DBefore
this vote goes through I should like to say
a few words in connection with land settle-
ment in this State. During this debate hon.
members opposite have hinted to us that in
tha near future ir is intended lo introduce a
measure which is going to put everything
right with our system of land settlement, and
vhich is going to work wonders in our
State. Ab the same time they claim that the
late Government did nothing for land settle-
ment in Western Queonaland and practi-
cally left the position worse than they found
ie. I take this opportunity of offering a few
opinions on the question, and I bring to my
ard the report issued by the Land Adminis-
tration Board. The firet point I want to
make is that the late Government appointed
the T.and Admini«tmtion Board, and that
that board has done wonderful work since
s amwom‘rmont It is not so very long
since the meoeasure to ecreate that beard was
before th Chamber. We can refhember
very clearly the stand taken by hon. members
<)ppo\1to who on all occasions criticised the
appointment of the bosrd, and since its
appoiutment they have invnriably criticised
iis actiors,

The Previer: Nonsense

Mr., BRASSINGTON: During the elec-
tion the Premier made much use of ceﬂ'a.n
things the board has done; and he promised
that. if he were returned, he would rectify
all these things. He made many promises
that he has not fulfilled. Now that he is
in control, he has to admit to the people of
this State that the appointment of the Land
Administration Board was sound, because he
and his party were the very first to go to

My, Brassington.)
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that board and seck its advice and assistance
in framing their policy. The action of the
present Government not only endorses the
wisdom of the past Government in estab-
lishing a Land Administration Board, but it
shows how narrow hon. members opposite
were in their criticism of the late Govern-
ment when they proposed to create that
Land Administration Board. Certain pas-
sages in the report show the importance of
land administration, and .indicate very
clearly the work tbat the Land Adminis-
tration Board has done. In the first report
of the board reference was made to the
importance of land sdministration in the
sphere of national progress. As pointed oub
therein, out of a total area of 429,120,000
aeres in the State, no less than 94 per cent.
remains under the conirol of the Deparvtment
of Public Lands and associated departments,
or has been dedicated to roads, reserves, ete.
The effect for good or ill of the Land
Administration Board on the future progress
of rurval Queensland must, therefore, be
apparent. That statement shows the magni-
tude of the task that confronted the board
on its appointment. It also shows the neces-
sity for the appointment of the board.

Later on in the report we find some of
the things that the board has dore since its
appointment. During last year, notwith-
standing the unfavourable weather conditions
prevailing, substantial progress was made in
land settlement, The arca of land selected
was 4,439,688 acres, being 2,522,566 acres in
excess cf the previous yesr’s total, and the
highest area recorded since 1923, Does any-
one want any fner example of the wisdom
of the policy of lhe late Government in
the creation of that board, which so handled
our land problen as to bri ahout that
wonderful result during the laxt twelve
months? Tt is alsc very interesting to note
that the past Governmoent did not stand
for an extonsion of leases to pastoral lessces.
1 only hope that the present Sovernment
will follow in their footsteps, and not grant
any extension of leases to pastoral lessees,
because, if they do so, thew will certainly
retard the progress of secitlement in Western
Queensland.

. My, Maxwern: Your Goverument did it
in the Central West,

Mr. BRASSINGTOXN : The hon. member
who so scnselessly interjects kunows little
about the question. This passage from the
report is illuminating-—

‘““‘The total area of land held under
pastoral lease tenure at tho end of the
vear, including preferential pastoral lease
and  pastoral development leass, was
301.397) square miles, 'This area is less
by 4.890% square miles than the arca held
at the erd of the previous year. The
number of these leases deercased from
1.325 to 1,793, a reduction of 20.”

That stalement bears eloquent tribute to
the fact that the last Governracnt stood defi-
pitaly against an extension of pastoral leases.
Tt shows very clearly that under the Land

Board’s administration during the last
twelve months a considerable amount of
land has been neade available for closer

settlement, and the late Government’s policy
put into effect. Before our friends epposite

criticise us, thoy should prove that their

poliey will #tand the iest of time, the same as
the policy of the late Goverrment has stood
the trst, When thev have proved that, I shall
be prepared to admit that, after all, on

{Mr., Brassingion,
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some occasions they do something worth
while.

The new settlement of grazing lands has
also increased. We find this statemeni on
page 15 of the report—

“The area of the new grazing selec-
tions acquired during the year was the
largest since 1923. The grazing farms
solected numbered 42, and comprised an
area of 508,681 acres. The number of
grazing homesteads selected was 326,
and their area 3,535,020 acres. The
average area of the new selectlons was
10,988 acres, and the average rent slightly
over 2id. per acre. The new grazing
selections acquired in 1927 numbered 204,
and had an aggregate area of 1,538,802
acres.”

That statement shows very definitely the
progress of closer settlement in the West.
I for one cannot understand why our friends
opposite are continually finding fault with
the past Government and accusing us of
doing nothing to foster closer settlement in
Western Queensland.

Their criticism has been most unfair and
uncalled for on many occasions; but people
in the West did not believe their statements,
because at the last election they endorsed
the late Government’s policy by returning
most members on this side with re(;ord
majorities.  (Government laughter.) Thas
Premier laughs, but he was not game to go
out into the West and tell the people his
poliey.

The Prewizr: If I had gone, you would
not have got a seat.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I reckon that, if
the Pren had gone into my electorate,
my mniajority would have been 2.00C. This
interesting passage appears 1n the report ot
the department-—

“The total number of grazing selec-
tiens held at the end of the vear was
7,256, and the total area 79,258,448 acres.
At the end of the previous year the
number of selections stending good was
7,216, and the area 78,240,205 acres.”’

Those figures show the wonderful progress
made under the late Government, and are
eloquent  testimouy of the _wpndexjful
management of the Land Admin’stration
Board, Similar remarks apply to perpatual
lcase selections, to which tenure hon. merm-
bers opposite referred when endeavouring to
make out a case against the Government.
The cry was always that perpetual leaseholds
were not being selected as they should be.
The figures In_ the report disprove that
statement, and I intend to guote them for
the benefit of hon, members oppos.te 1n order
that they may not make mistakes when 1n-
dulging " in their unfair eriticism 1n the
future—

« The vear's increase in the number of
these selections was 477, and in the area
138,577 acres. The number of new
soloctions arquired was 505, their total
area 161.518 acres, and the apnual rent
£7.537, 8s. 4d.”’

These figurns speak for themselves, and
give the reoly to hon. members opprsiLe
who attomnt to make out a case against
the late Government and cordemn them for
that e~ti'n of their Jand settlement no'icy.
i subm’t that, after all. their crificism has
Been more or less idle talk, and, when Et
cores 1o facing the truth, they are ail
strangely silent.
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Hon members complain that the late Go-
vernment were very unfair to fenants in
-gonnection with rentals. In reply to that let
me Guote the following passage from the
report i —

“The rents determined for the five-
vears period were extended by the Land
Acts Amendment Act of 1927 for a
further period of five years to 30th June,
1931, which represented a further benefit
of £181,114 2s. 2d. to the Crown tenants
whose rents had alrcady been re-
viewed. .o

“The total bencfit to Crown tcnanus
for the full period of ten years is thus
£503,008 13s. 7d.”

‘That is an enormous sum of money, and
represents concessions granted Ly the late

Government to as:sist selectors on the land by~
giving them a fair deal and reviewing their.

ventals. I submit that the late Government
were very fair and very just, and those
figures prove my contention.

There is another important provision—
perhaps the most important in the Land Acts
Amendment Act of 1927—that is the provi-
sion enabling grazing selectors to surrender
existing leases for the purpose of securing
other leases to enable them to develop thewr
properties.

How this system really operated can be
seen from the fact that, prior to the intro-
duction of this legislation, many selectors
were unable to secure the necessary finance
to develop their properties, the reason
advanced being that, becausc the leases were
about to expire, sufficient security could not
be offered. The late Government altered
that system to enable grazing selectors to
surrender their leases, secure new leases, and
thereby obtain the necessary finance. Under
that section of the Ac¢t a large number of
settlers in the West enjoyed great benefits,
and closer settlement progressed. We find
that 1.775 selectors, holding an aggregate
arvea of 18.117,723 acres, secured an adjust-
ment of their position.  Can bon. members
opposite honestly claim that the Bill they
propose to introduce will provide u greater
concession to grazing selectors than that pro-
vided by the 1927 Act? The Bill that they
propose to introduce dees not contain such
generous provision, nor will any Bill they
may introduce contain such generons pro-
Vision.

The PREMIER: The late Government had
tn introduce that legislation because the
settlers were nearly ruined by their earlier
legislation.,

Mr. BRASSINGTON : If the settler: were
nearly ruined by our legislation, it is a
strange fact that they should cast their
votes in our favour at every election. That
is a sufficient acid test as to whether or not
our policy met with the approval of the
Western people. It is suggested that our
majorities were reduced, but at the by-elec-
tion at which I was clected I received a
majority of 539, and at the last general elec-
tion I received a majovity of 1,298. What
better evidence could we have of a vote of
confidence in favour of the policy of the
past Labour Government? It goes to show
that the opinions of hon. membors opposite
sre very rarely based on fact, but are
zenerally based upon innuendoes and unfair
statements.

There is another matter to whick I wish
to refer, and that is the question of making
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available wire-netting for dog and rabbit-
netting purposes. For many years the ques-
tion of dog-netting and rabbit-netting pro-
perties has been a very scrious matter with
the mtn in the West.

I claim that the past Government were far-
sighted enough to realise that that problem
would have to be overcome if land settlement
in the West were to progress. With that end
in view they entered into an agrcemecat with
the Federal Government for the purchase of
wire netting for pastoral purposes at reduced
rates. We find that 933 miles 620 yards of
rabbit netting, valued at £36,115 14s. 1d., was
purchased ; that 1,112 miles 80, yards of dog
netting was purchased at a cost of £18,248
18s. 9d.; that 21 miles 840 yards of marsupial
netting, valued at £524 8s. 10d., was also

_purchased ; and wire netting valued at £4,015

1s. 2d. was supplied to approved applicants
during the year 1928.

At 9.55 pm.,

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions
of Sessional Orders agreed to by the House
on 22nd August and 4th October last, I shall
now leave the chair and make my report to
the House.

The House resumed.

The CrairMaN reported progress.

Resumption of Commitiee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow. .

The House adjourned at 10 p.m.





