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Supply. [9 OCTOBER.] Questions. 773 

WEDNESDAY, 9 OCTOBER, 1929. 

The· SPK\KER (Hon. C. Taylor, Wt:nd?•>r) 
took the chair at 10.30 a..m .. 

QUESTIONS. 

:\In. Jl. .• \. DFNLOr, '\1INING \V.\RDf:N. 

:C.Ir. )1!\X\VELL IToo!'onu) a:;kcd tlw 
lJl" D1H'r--

" Is the l\Jr. R . . A. Dunlop, who ~J.-a,-; 
"· e.rden at Chill a~; ·w and who is figuring 
in the Mungana transactions, the same 
]1.h, R. A. J)unlop who was selected by 
the lat0 Govcrnm<ent "'' one of tho Com· 
r.1ission appointed to redistribute tho 
f'lcct n·ates ':' 1 

Tbt' PitE~iiEH (_Hon. A. E. lVLr·ore 1 

.. \ubigny) l'C'l)1icd-
.. yc>.'' 

FJ~.\.~cr \L Lo~·~;:; ( ·; ST.\TE STATJox~ 
REl~ENTLt SoLn. 

:\Ir. :\L\XWELL [1' owonrr) asked thB 
f:\l'c·rer··tt·y fr)r Lnbour anJ Industry-

,, \Yk·t was th 1 financial !os" on the 
Statt' 'Ltion~;-DJt:';,.·ood, \Yando Vale, 
;-)truthn1or·.', anrl Vunrook-(a) during 
1a.--t fih,-tncial f ~r Ol' to date of sale; 

period llW'' were owned 
<;•: 



7'14 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Que8tions. 

The SECHETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Siz~t'. S~tndgutr·) 
rcplitd-

Lo ' 1928-29. 

" ( u J Dut.S\Yoocl 
IVam]oY.tk 
Vanrook (iududinr; 

8trathnonr ~ 'Dw1-
har, and \Vaterluol 

7,823 
9.It9 

24,515 
A('L n:nulatrd 

Lo· ·to 
30tli Jm10. 1929. 

.t 
: (JI Dot; wood 

\V nndoYH lt• 
V an rook (i11dudinL!: 

Stratbmon', IJnn­
b: r, and ·waterloo) 

92,041 
53.C 7 

232.520 
The Lon~ ligurcs t~re exclu::'iYe of iurere~t 
:or the . six months ending 30th June, 
.~.929, h1ch -was not clvug-cd Ly Trca-,vry, 
.and aw.ouL!ed lo approximat.,Jy £20,000.'' 

PREFERENTIAL FREIGHT RHES GRA~(f£ll TO 
MouNT I,;A PROPRIE'fARY LDriTRD. 

Mr. ?,1AXvVELL (Toorcony) asked tlw 
Secretar;, for Railways-

H With reference to the ~ngge•,tion~ 
made during the debate on the Mining 
'forust Agreement Bill, that the prefercn­
•tJal freight rates g-ranted to Mount Isa 
Proprietary Limited were arranged solely 
by the departmental officers, will he 
inform the House of tlw full circum­
stances relating to the fixing of ,nch 
rates?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Mm·gan, Jiurilla) replied-

" A conference was held at which th" 
then Premier (Hon. \V. :McCormack) and 
the Minister for Railways, and Commis­
sioner for Railways met Messrs. Urqu­
hart, Mitche!J, and Corbould of the 
Russo-Asiatic Company, and at the con­
dusioJ: of the conference. 1!w then Pre· 
mier iHon. \V. McCormac\1 quoted the 
rates jn question." 

RELIEF OF lTKE~IPLOYMENT r.:-; :\'Ew ZnLAKu 
AND QuEENSLAND. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundabr·,·y) asked the 
Premier-

" J. Has his attention been called to the 
paragraph appearing in ' Brisbane 
'Courier ' of Tuesday, 1st instant, in 
which it is state-d that during debates in 
the New Zealand Parliament on the 
-1memployed position the Premier, Sir 
Joseph \Yard, stated that the passage of 
the Governm.,nt's !an(~ legislation and 
completion of raih. ay·, would rem on' 
unemployment from the main centre,, 
and furthn added that, within fh-c 
week~, all the unnnployed in :New Zea­
land will be alJ,orbed? 

1
' 2. lin,B hi~ altcntio11 b"cn called to 

the prrragntph in to-dav's 'C'ourier' 
dated, Aucklantl, 7th Ci'ctrher. whi,oh 
re:,d' a, fall m' s:-

o,·cr 1,800 unemployed \<'ill b g-iY<'ll 
"'" ork by the Governn1ent, inu:nediat:~·l:v 
abBorhing hcdf the tot d nncmployed in 
New ZeaJar~d. The n1en v;ill be 
engaged on road~, ralhrn;.-,-:, forestry, 
land, and drainage work. Tltc Go,-t•rn­
ment\; ohjC>cti,,.e i~ euJp1oyrnrnt r~~r 

uYers idl0 !11311, totallillg 4,000) withit: 
~eYen tnonths ? 
'' 3. In yje\\. of the· pro1nisc maJo tu 

th" elcdm' Ly Pn rni· r Moore during 
t.be clcctiorj'·• in 1Ia.v la~i, that if returned 
lo po,~- er he wonld 'in tJJc n1eantin1o make 
availab],, £2.000,000 and find jobs for 
10,000 Ul'Pmployecl. will he otntc why, 
<Jftcr a poriod of flye month-<, rltat JH'OLli~c 
is uufulfilil'd? 

·' 4. If he <'nnnot proYirlc' tlw £2.000,000 
,wd the 10.000 job.' promised, will he com­
municate vvith Sir Jos0ph \Vard, New 
Zealand Prf•nlic·>·. and ascertai11 detail-­
of his nlcthod~ for the ~olution of uneln­
ployment. '' 

'l'ho PHEMlER tllon. \. E. Moon', 
.\rtbigny) rcpliC'ci~ 

·· 1 an cl 2. :,rf'.., · and I feel coufideut 
that sin1ilar land legislation now intro­
duced tn this Parliament and other 
measure'· dealing specifically vrith employ­
ment, which it is intended to introduce 
;,, the near future. wili haYe a similarly 
bt-~nefiC'ial effect on this St.at~~- I ·would 
remind the hon. member that the Govern­
ment led by Sir Joseph \Vard in New 
Zealand has been nearlv elcYen months 
in office, \Yhile this Goycmment has been 
in office less than five months. I would 
further remind him that the hon. memb<ir 
for Bowcn ha;; &tipulated three years 
as the n1 inimutn period necessary for a 
Labour Government to secure results 
from its policy. 

'' 3. and 4. See prc,~1ous answer." 
(Opposition iuterruption.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I would like to 
remind hon. membere that I will not have 
interruption~ during the period that que~tions 
a re being asln'd and answered. Such mte_r­
ruptions are absolutely disorderly, and wJ!l 
Hot be pormitkd. 

LOAN EXPENDITURE ON MARYBOROUGH AND 
GYMPIE RAILWAY STATIONS, 1925-1929. 

::Ylr. CLAYTO:K (Wide flay) asked the 
SPcretary for Railways-

" What amount of loan money has been 
,pent in connection with the under­
mentioned railY. a v swtions and yards 
during ea<'h of ilw" financial years 1925-26, 
1926-27. 1927-28, and 1928-29-(a) Mary­
borough; (b) Gym pie• ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW},yS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morg<>n, JI urilla) replied-

" The information is being prepared.'' 

H \TLWAY FRErGH't Coxcrssro:o;s ro MouxT 
In ::I{JNES, LDliTEll. 

:Hr. WINSTA:\'LEY (Que' nton) asked the 
;-.;('(Tetary for Hail\Yays-

" 1. \Yhal j~ the ordinary froight on­
la) ore; (h) rnatlo from :Haunt loa. to 
TownsYilll~ ·: 

'' 2. \\'hat it' the amou.11t of concession 
per ton d bv I hP la to Gm ,•rmncnt 
to the I:'a ('ornpauy ': 

'; 3. If, o h·' ~tatc'd on F1·iday last; ~n 
nnduc C'Oll<:Cs--..ion had bt'('q ~ranted. \\'Ill 

he take 'l'"l" to ' o that th'' Ha~l,;va.' 
J)eparL11Cnt get~ what Js due to 1t f 

The SECH.ETAHY FOR HAILWAY!'­
(llnn. GoJf,;y Morgan, Jiurilla) replied-

'" r_r}u~ inf01'ntation -is being colnpilcd.':-
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Sl-GCES.T'F:f) SrPPLY or L(-c-G GE B_'.Rrtows _\T 
CE:'ntuL STATION". 

"'1r. KH\WA::\ (lJJ·i.•bwu) a.,k,·d the St•erP­
Lrr.v for llrtihYa_y::;:.--

" In Yic-w (1f the fact that thr. luggage 
Ccntrul Sttttion [Ire handi­

' pcrfonnanCf' of their ·work 
of the proper facilities being 

hanclling Df pa~::::cuger~· 
hP i~sut: instl'nctions that 

barrcnv. sitHilar in 
n~c at th(~ rail\\-:'­

of S:vdney and ~If>lbourn·_-, b.o 
fur ih< c·i' ntcll \VithoLt delay'?:' 

The SECRETARY FOH HAIL\YAYS 
(Hon. Gotlhey :\IorgAn, )_1 urillu) replied-

.. The conditiou.-:. at s,-rlnf'v and 1\itd­
Lourne arc• di~:'3in1ilar to ·tho~(: at Central 
Station, Bri:--banc·, but tht f1Uc:-.,t1on of 
~npp1ying lwrro\Y~ is being consiclcr('d. 
~To rcque:o-t L.t~. :-o far, Lecn rnade by 
the luggage porters for a ~pccial t.ype of 
balTO\V. \Vhen barrows are required the 
luggag·e portr r' LE<> the sm •ll type of 
three¥wh<'f'l lu)!gag'E' barro\'\' which l:-i ca"y 
to propt~l and turn.'' 

t'tL\RGES ..-\G\f'·:R'T TlL\HC-O~JlsD.\ii 1-IosHT\L 
l'O. '<!ITTEE. 

:\fr. B:ZDFOHD (1\'an· go) rr>ke l the Home 
Secreta-ry--

" 1. IIas !to l'eceiYNl from 'fhargo­
rnin<lah :Hospital Committee any reply 
to the charg-cfl 1nade against that coin­
mittce by :'1-lr. \Valt.er \Villiams, lato 
(}overmnctlt n·pn• .... entatiYc on f:1at com­
Jnitt('C? 

'' 2. Dol':-- he~ :intend t<J in~titute a public 
inquiry into the matter as previously 
requested, ac:; ~L·. \Yilliams has al.leged 
fraudu](•nt practice£\ by that con1mittec ?'' 

The SECH.ETAHY FOR :VII::'\ES (Hon. E. 
A. Athcrton, Chillago· ), fer the HOME 
SECRETARY \Hon. J. C. p, terson, 
:\' on,·an!Jy). replit<l-· 

" 1. :r\o. 
·' 2. The qnestion of further inquiry 

wiil be decided wh•en tlH' conm1ittee's 
represPnh,tions are received .. , 

ACCIDEXT lX BLACI; STAR SH.\FT, MOl:liT lsA. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warreg,J) ;,,,!«'cl the 
~ecretar;c for Mines-

" 1. Is he awrrre that following on an 
accident at th0 450-fcet lcvpl of th., Black 
Star ~haft at ~Iount Isa, o\ving to 
ignorant methods of charging and firing, 
three rnen \Ycre injured, one of 
thC'nl 1Jt.•ing lH?Tn1ancntly disabltd? 

" 2. Did not the borrrd of inqniry into 
ilw accident. held at :\Jount Isa. return 
a liwling tbat the accident had been 
ean .. d by ihe ignorance of the foren1an 

'· 3. lJid Jh)t that jury Jind that the 
forenHl J JIO"i' a rit 1wr:::on for the 
po~itio;~ '? 

.. 4. J)e~pite tLat ~~IHhn,l!·. has 1101 tlw 
fot'('lna;l lwcn n'-engag~·cl hy :.\Ic,unt Isa 
}Jiues L.ill!it,~~\1 ~r. an iucn.'rt'Secl salary? 

"5. [n tlh~ j,,l!.'l't :,1-:. of rltP :::afch' of the 
lllill('l':-'. will nwkt' fnll in(1uir~i0s inbJ 
thic; 1nattc1· ·;·' 

T!J" Sl·TEE'l' \H\ FU!{ l\U:\ES !Ho:1. E. 
.,:\, AtiH rton, r.·hi 1lu[jut) J't..'p]jcd--

" I have no knowJcdgl' Df D.!l accich:nt 
ha\ ing occurtt:~d :li the- 450~fe<.·t Jevel of 
tbc Black Star ,haft at y:,mnt T~rr.'' 

HE'JOV.'IL or :vfE:,,m~~H rno:\l Uor:·KlL\:\IrTox 
lio8PJT.\L Bo IRD. 

:\lr. J)l_;_\;LOP (li<JtldwulJJ/on) a·h'ct thv 
1\ ome ~-)r Z~rPh'tr"·-

" Seeing lt: SE;r:Jn~ to haYc' n:isundm·­
tood ihc thi ~·d on<. .tion I asked on th(' 
:n1 October JJl ~ conneetinn with th~· 
u ppoillt.m ... ~nts to the Rockhctn1pton 
Hosnit .l Board, viz., · v\hat \Yere. tlJt· 
uanH·.s of thos~-.. per~ons \vho 'vert· 
npprO<l(hed pncr to ~\Ir. Cullen' ... 
nppcinhlicnt (.Jnc1 who df'clined the posi­
tion offered thern ?'' ·wjll he now :;a·y 
<lr·finitely if it j, not a het that four o~· 
live prmuitJont 1 ownf'P'- ople were 
apprn checl prjor ta ~\Ir. Cullen's 
appointment 1:n•l rLdincd t>te position . 
<lnd then onl.v W~l:' :Nir. Cullcn npproachc.J 
and acc(!ptccl tl1t: po:-::itiou t' 

The SECREL·'d'lY FOR l\1!::\ES (l-Ion. E. 
,\. Atherlon. ('hillu!f'' ). for the HO:\H: 
;,;EC'RE'l'l\RY (i-lou. .J. C. Pcterson. 
_'," fJrmanbyL n~t)lied-

" I thd not misuudcrstancl the qnestion. 
The at1S\Yer lo thi~ question is · ~o.' '\ 

ExPt:>-:DITrRE nY FoiL N'l'rn· Bo.\Hn o~ FRAS£R 
IsLAND. 

::\fr. CI.u-\.l!TO:-~ (H-idr JJ'P'): I Uesire to 
ask the Secretary for Public Lands whether 
he has an aH~WLT t\) th?\ fo1lo1-1.~ing question 
which I atldree-ed t0 him on 19th Septem­
lwr: --

"l. \\'hat was the CKpenditure by thB 
Forcstrv Boarrl on Frascr Island for each 
vl'ar from 1915-lb to 1928-29? 
. '' 2. \Vh; 1 arc the aescts on the island 
and value of ::arrte ?" 

The t>EC'RETARY FOR Pl'BLIC LANDS 
(lion. v.-. -\. Deacon, C'uN<> :'n(llt~rm) replied-

"l. 191519 
1919-20 
1920-21 
:921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 
:924 25 
1925-26 
1826 2'1 
l92'/-28 
2928-29 

£ s. d. 
''4 429 12 5 
n:1s6 12 2 
t5.156 19 7 
t3:sn 4 10 

2.586 13 3 
2,618 0 6 
3,£85 8 8 
4,675 16 4 

-;:11,534 18 1 
3,652 0 10 
1,800 19 5 

£45,074 6 6 

*Figureo obtained from T,ands Department 
records. 

tReturned soldier operations under Common­
wealth .Loan. 

~Includes purchase of 12 miles of tramline. 

·· 2. (1) }Tardwood regeneration a~eas. 
10 .. 517 uTc'· (2) Soft\\·ood plPHtatwm. 
?93 acn·'· (3) Stc·d tramline, 11 mileo 70 
chains, \Yith lo::onJot.ive, forty trucks. 
jett:r and whurf, et~ .. (4) ~oad. cunsiruc-
1 ion) 12 miles 55 charns. 1S) FnebroakE. 
40 rnik~ ~0 chain::'. (6) Forest nurser:.; 
and waie1· ,unpl~. 17) Two hou,cs, t~n 
:,nnklnt c, ofllcc) toolroon1, qnariersl s~"'( 
~hed" ~, <tl)1c, anc1 ;2.·al!eY. etc. (8) S1x 
pa~ld~c1,;, (9J 2\ti:-ic ~llrLnl:Otb equipment. 
ln addltio:1, .; irt> natural ::.t,.nds proteeted 
<llnouut tD superficial feet,. 
To '!l\0 :)f aboYe a .. ,-3et:': 
i\OU]d iuyol\ ac:ur:~:e surveys and 
Ill' astl!"'(•Jtl :1ts \Yith ·lH C !Cding t.'OITlpUfs'-
1 ion~. It dol'~ not appear to ho ncC'essary 
t•) un.lc•rtakc thi, expenJiture at the 
!Jrf''cnt tillJC. ('arcfnl rc,·ord i.< being 
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kept of tlw assets and their condition, 
and these records are available in the 
department. Regenemtion areas and soft­
wood plantations are progressing o;atis­
factorily; the tram lino was purchased at 
scrap .value to complete the logging 
operatwns so that regeneration work 
could proceed ; roads and firPbreaks are 
in good order and coJCstitute an essen­
tial service; forest nursery is being 
reduced as regeneratwn methods are 
developed; housing and paddocks are 
rent producing." ' 

INQUIRY INTO ATTEJIPTED BRIBERY. 

Mr. Fl<.:,\SE (H ""be "1). without notice. 
:1-·ke~ tho Prmnior-

" H.ts he rt•cei,·ed a letter from J. H. 
C. Sleen1an, Sydncv, v hich contains the 
following cxtnicts: _:_ 

Tlw P astora lists and Graziers' Asso· 
ciation decided that a man should be 
bought to ClO''' the floor of the House. 

Certain members of the Opposition 
w.ere approaehrc·d and agreed that to 
grye the bought man a cha11ce to cross 
the floor of the House, a no confidence 
motion should be mo.-ed. 

Th,) position is that the Pastoralists' 
Association was officially responsible 
for the attempt, not to bribe Brennan 
bu, to buy the political support of th~ 
House. 

Nearly 0\"t'ry men1bor of vour party 
who was in the IIouso in ALigust 1922 
wns t;rcparcrl to accept the dis;;~lutim~ 
which tlw cldcctio11 of 13rennan would 
hn·o lwougltt about. 

rl,hcre ·were sevcra.l int('rYiews with 
members on the subject. 

'' In Yie'v of the fact that a no con­
lidenco motion was moved bv the Leader 
of the Opposition and socoi1ded by the 
present :Prcmi,•t, I,1r. 1\Ioorc, on the 15th 
August, 1922, does IL not consider suffi­
~if'nt: gr oundf: exist to grant tho official 
Inqu~ry aE< asl~( cl for by IYir. Slee1nan, in 
the mtcre'lil of the lwttecL· and probih· 
of Quecnsl:uHt: '' ' '"' 

The PREJ\:n:R (Hon. A. E. Mooro, 
J ubiunp) replied-. 

'' ~o. I haYe not rPccived any letter 
nt all froru .:\Ir. SlcC'nHtn." 

EMPLOYMENT 011
' HA:;:L\V.\Y I\IE~ I~ POLLTXG 

LOO'JR~ OX Eu::cno~ ])AY. 

Mr. PEASE 1 f! r rbcrtl. without l!Otic<', 
n~kcc1 t~l'' S('crt·in ry for IfH.ihvays--

. '·~Has any spcchd regulaiion been 
Is·,ued rega.rciillg railw.·. 'l tncn 1\Torkinrr 
on clectiDn daY-I mean· f<O far as ':York~ 
ing in the pol'Jing-bo)th;;; i~ roncc-rned ?'' 

The SlWRET_\HY FOL{ HAIL WAYS 
\Hon. Goclfny J\Iorgnn. Ji u, ilia) rcplicd-

n'gnloJion.-; silniLtl' to tho~c 
}'( J.r." 

TRAYELLl~G ~\r.rovv·:\XC<:..; TO ITox. J;I~:\IBERS. 

iVfr. DU)(LCJP (IIoc ~ hamp!on) without 
notice, asked t.hr: Premh_.r- ' 

"Now that the StLlaries Bill has bccll 
dioposcd of, wil the hon. c:c·ntlcrnan feel 
disposed to kno,·.-1 ~to the House 
\V hat ~c ;.le he ha:3 clecidcd 

upon as regards country members from 
the far distant centr·'s and those nearer 
Brisba11e-that is, on a sliding 'cale­
and if he propo·_,cs to give t.he House 
the right of saying whether the allow­
ances ar0 rca'3otnble or unreasonable?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
,1 ubigny) replied-

" I do not intend to give the House 
any opportunity of saying whether they 
a.rc roa::;;onable or unreasonable. As 
eoon as the Estimates come on they will 
be able to see the full list of allowances. 
They vary from £25, £33, £55, to £76." 

Mr. HAKLOK: Are there no "nothin"s''? 
(Laughter.) 

The PRF:MIER: Oh, 0 c1, a lot of them. 
(Langhter.) 

PAPERS. 

'l'he following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:­

Report of the Police Investm·:>nt Board 
for the year ended 31st December, 
1928. 

Report of the Commissioner of Police 
for twelve months ended 30th June, 
1929. 

The following paper w.ts laid on the 
table:-

Amended Regulation under the Inspec­
tion of Scaffolding Act of 1915. 

PF.RSOKAL EXPLANATIONS. 

:\locxT IsA PnoPmEl'ARY, LIMITED, SnARE 
'rRAX8AC1'10NS. 

J\Ir. 13EDlcORD (1Varrego): I dLsire to 
make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER : Is it the pkasuro of the 
Hou•c that the hon. member for \Varrcgo 
be permitted to ma.kc r, personal explana­
tion. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

l\1r. BED:lt'ORD: Following wild. sbie­
nlCtiL nutde b) the Secretary for !~ "1hvays, 
thf' Sf:__rot-.try for IY1inc3, tbo hon. m:mbe~s 
for K undab, Enrggora, and others m th1s 
Home last FridaY, the Pre:nier makes tho 
following st.atcrne;1t in th0 "Daily Mail '' of 
to-clay, and tlwruby ;upports the statements 
made about mv,clf ar 1 other members of 
the Opposition.' ~,1r. )ioore <>aid--

The SPEAKD~R: Order! The hon. 
n1crnbcr is not in order in referring to an:y­
thiPg th t auo:.her hon. mflmbr-r may have 
said in conlF"·ilon with a personal explana­
tion. He may ma.ko a perwnal explanation 
in conlH:rtion ·with anything he hin1sel£ 1nay 
have said ,)r done. but ref .::rence.-3 to \V hat 
!la~ been said lr>: ·other hon. mmnbers are 
11ot penni~::siblC' itl a pf'rsonal explanation. 

Mr. BEDFOHIJ: I wish to suggv't later 
a quicJ.~cr and n1or::- cont)ut;lvc wa.y of bring­
mg th1s ""'" to the Judgment that Mr. 
l\Ioore ,,-onld like to le we to the nnsatJs­
faetory Ycrdict of-not public opinion, but 
political pal'ty opinio:1. 

l\Ir. ::\bore said tlmt "I do not help my 
f'ase by my cotatement that I gave slnrcs to 
Mt·. Th, odore and JJicCormack." My 
r. ''1 need, no help; if it doe,, I here by 
further prcj udice ;:: :-{ainst n1ys ,If . by 
suppl}ing this full of tho sLaLs g1ven 
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away by me in February, 1924-two :md 
a-half year3 before it was known beyond 
argument that t.here was sufficient ore at 
Mount Isa to warrant a railway, and about 
two years before t.lw Public Works Commis­
sion 'reported on it 

List of 1lfount Is.a Proprirtal')/ Shares given 
by me m Feb1'1UIT1J, 1924. 

Members of my family .. 
Y. J. Saddler, 1\Iolbourno 
J. Millican, Sydnev ... 
I-I. B. Jarnic.;;on, ·~cretarv, I::m 

Proprietary .. . .. . -
A. Cherry, l\Ielbourn-· 
F. Talbot, Melbourne .. 
E. G. Theodorc, Brisbaw' 
W. McCormaek, Brisbane 
L. McDonald, Brisbane 
IN. R. Crampton, Brisbane 
. J. Haulon, BriGbaue ... 
A. Campbell, Cloneurn· 
,T. Harding Cloneurrv · ... 
\Y. H. Corbould, Cloncuny 
'T. McMahon, Sydnev 
8. If. Prior, s~~dne\~ 
K. Marshall, Brisb~nc 
Ha,rry Coyne, Judge of thP 

Land Court si11Ce May, 1923 
Mrs. T .. J. Ryan, Brisbane 
\Y. A. Ackers. 'l'ownsville 
A. J. Jones, Brisbane 

11.830 shares of Ss. 

1,700 
2,000 
2,000 

500 
200 
200 
500 
250 
200 
200 
200 
200 
500 

2,000 
100 
250 
200 

200 
100 
100 
280 

On the same day Mr. Jones bought 200 
lsa Proprietary share< and paid over 5s. 
each ior them. 

Of these, 1,700 represent :;ifts to member·-' 
of my family. Saddlel' and Millican are old 
friends, \Yho have done me manv kindneS'cs: 
both of these gentlemen were' directors of 
Mount Isa Proprietarv Silvcr-I>cad Limibd · 
theY applied for big- blocks or contributing 
shares, a11d also paid cash for th0ir director;' 
qu.difit:ttion shares. Chcrrv a.nd Talbot aro 
my mates from boyhood; ]\IcDouald, Cramp­
ton. and Hanlon are 13cisbanc friends for 
twelve years; Ardmr C:1mpbcll nd .J. H. 
H:uding, both of Clol}Cntry, have b0en my 
fncnds for twent_v-thrce ye:tl'S; Bill Ack0r·. 
of Townsvilk a friend for thirty-two ,., ar.'. 
::\fr. Acku·;:; \vas an old~a!.:-c pensioner' V whet 
I pron1ised hin1 the sl1are~ j11 Decembe-r, 
1923. I could not find .him for four year'. 
but rrtcl Lin1 and gave hin1 tl•e stock ill 
TownsYillc in 1928. 'f an1 glad to know ihat 
tho nKdH'Y h0 f?;-o1: frorn tlw sale of the ~Shnr0~ 
ga\c him a littlr• ea"e from the cancer tha.t 
last Dercml>N' killed hin;. ]\fr. Aekcr.3 had 
never any influ..._~nc'.:> on 1he ::\Jonnt ls t Tlail­
way Bill. 

~Mr. CotboulJ. !he !he11 managing 
dircdor of J\1ount lfla. ~Iinc~, Li1ni~cd, 
tecciveJ the 2.000 shares for serv1ces 
l'vndered in th,,- flotation; some of these 
shares, I believe, he gave to Dunlop, and 
some to ~\lcGilliuav, both of Cloncurry; 
Mc::11ahon '"'d Prio'i·. both of the Svdn'ev 
~·B'nlletin," h<LYC ht-en n1v friends L frorl1 
boyhood; Harry Coyne. to ,,-hom those 
shares wc·rv' 1-'ivcn '" J\lay, 1924, was 
appointPd judge of the I .. and Court in 
May, 1923, and \\·ao an intimate hicncl of 
mine to the time of his death, as Theodon', 
Joms, and 1\L;rshall still arc. The share; 
gin•n .l? :\lri< T. J. Hyan YYcro given in 
l'('_'ognit1on of a loan to n1e Lv th,-" late Mr. 
T. J. R::a n) also long sinrC rep,.!id; and 
tl .. _; clal<• of the crift 11· JS three YE'ar> after 
J\fr. T .. J. HY.tr,'s clt'alh, he l;aying left 
Stnt0 politi{;~ four years b: fore l\lotuit I-.u 
'" L1s discovet·ed. 

I applied for my full quota of reserved 
share; in Mount. Isa Proprietary Silver­
Lead, Limited, and my quota was 23,000; 
and I paid the company £5,750 cash for 
them. All the other shareholders in this 
list, except Mr. Arkers, Mr;. Ryan, and 
Mrs. Marshal! applied for their quota., 
share for shaE-and paid cash to the com­
pany for them. 

The value of the shares I gave away to 
friends, in mere goodwill, would be to-day 
about £11,000; and I don't expect mean 
little suburban "pikors" to under-.tand 
either mateship, gratitude, or generosity. 
A furtive man could have covered up these 
gifts, but I never had any reason for con­
cealment, and all the facts and figure'>, at 
which a few members pretended to be 
shocked last .Friday, were public property 
nearly five rmd a-half yLars ago . 

If any of the slanderous statements made 
of me in this House on Frida,y last, as 
propaganda against J\.lr. 'I1wodorc, a,re 
made outside, I shall give the offender a 
writ. I am sorry the hon. member for 
Enoggera io not in his place to take his 
share in the warning. I include in this 
Yvarning the newspapers which ha,ve been 
misled by the cowardly attacks here, so 
cowardly that, for instance, the Minister 
for Railways said on Friday that M;r. John 
·wren was the greatest scoundrel m Aus­
tralia. Since then he has altered 
'' Hansard" to read that John \Vren is 
an undesira blc per on. 

I ask for a royal commission io inquire 
into all the transactions of Mount Isa 
Mir s, Limited, and Mount Isa Pro­
prietary, Limited, frorn December, 1923, 
to date. including the conce"sion to the 
:\Iining 'fru,t, Limited, of 100,000 acres at 
Lnvm Hill. 

l\Ir. JOKES (l'adrl-illglon): I desire the 
pennission of the HoL\SO to make a personal 
c•:F1n.na tion. 

The SPE,' K.ER: Is it thr~ pleasure of 
the House that the hoD. member for Pad­
dington be pcnnlttcd to rnako a personal 
Pxplanation '? 

HONOL:RABLE ::.VlE\lBERS: Hear, hear ! 

~>Ir. JOKES: In view of the personal ex­
planation 1nadu by tl'C hon. rnCinber for 
\Varrr·go, I dec'nl it incun1bcnt on me also 
to n1a.kc an explanation. 

During tlro de hate on tho second reading 
of the !VIining Trust Ratification ~\grt:~ement 
Bill, on Friday last. 4th October, the Secretary 
for RailwaYs, tlw hon member for Oxley, 
nnd the m;'mbcr for Enoggera sbted that 
1.300 Mounl ha Proprietary, Limited, shares 
were tran.;forrcd to me from the hon. mem­
ber for \Van·cgo iu consideration of support 
to the Mount ha ,.,-,iJwa.v proposal. To this 
I. gi\ e an en1phatic denial. 

On 3rd :\1an·h, 1925, I n•ceived from Mr. 
Bedford 4CO ,.ha ro·-, and he ror<'i Yed from 
m<' £50, chcqu0 ::\o. H.6343. Australian 
Bank of Comtnen·e. On 17th J ul,., 1925, I 
r coived from 'VIr. Bedford 200 shares, and 
11~ rpr,oi,--d from mo £60, cheque No. 
Jl.13271, Allslralian Bauk of Ccmmcrcc. On 
6th October I receiw:d from Mr. Bedford 
1.000 eharco. and lw recPi.-cd from me £262 
1(''·· cht'quu l\o. H.18967, Australian Bank 
of Con1rr1crce. 

Thus it will b,, S0c n that the 1,600 share; 
in tlw abcvt: C'O!lJlJa.ny, recciYed from :&&:r~ 

JJJr. Jonc$,] 
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Bedford, cost me £362 10s., thr par value 
of the share" being 5,. 

I had during the 1925 year share tru.ns­
action.s in the Mount Isa Proprietary Com­
pany, through the firn:s of F. L. Dawson 
and Compan> and Corrw and Company, the 
prices I purcho.scd at ranging botw.·cn 4s. 6d. 
and 8s. 4d. The prices I sold ranged at 
betweon 5s. 6d. and 7s. 3d., with the excep­
tion of a fc w which were \-alued at under 
10s. when the two companies merged. All 
n1'l tnlll:"action~ in con11ectiun with J\lonnt 
1 . .,;, will stand the light of da , ancl I 
have yet L> learn that a man is a bad 
Australian because he dares to invest his 
earnings in an Jlustralian indu&tr~v-

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. JONES: B<'- it mining or otherwise. 
My life's work ha" been in the mining 
industry, aud naturally I prcf,•r to invest 
my earningf' iu nlini11g. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That was 
received. very coldly by the Opposition. 

Mr. JONES: I put £362 10s. into it. 
'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Why don't 

you admit that you got. 200 shares for 
nothing? 

Mr. BEDFORD: Why don't you admit 
that you falsified a '' Hamard ·· proof the 
othn day? 

PROPOSED INQUIRY e,ro MOVNT lsA PRO­
PRIETARY SILVER-LEAD LlMITED AND Ml!N­
GAKA MINF~ LnnTED SHARE TRANSACTIONS. 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. 1'~. Moore. 
Aubigny): Mr. Speaker, I desire the per­
mission of the House to make a personal 
explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the will of th<• 
House that the Premier be permitted to 
make a personal explanation? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: Yesterday, the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition ga vc notice of a 
motion appointing a Royal Commission to 
inquire into certain matters connected with 
the passing of the Dutchess to Mount Isa 
Railway Act. A'·• hon. members are aware, 
the Standing Orders and the Sessional Orders 
do not permit of that motion being discussed, 
but in view of the grave disclosures made in 
the Bankruptcy Court on the 0xamination 
of the witnesses in the Fred Rcid bank­
ruptcy concerning the half interest of the 
Hon. William MeCormack in Mungana 
Mines Limited. the secrecy surrounding the 
shares held by him and his nominee;;, the 
questionable circum,tances under which the 
l\1ungana lVliJwral Lcasec were purcha,ed b:r 
the Government at thc time when the Hon. 
E. G. Theotlorr was Premier and the Hon. 
Willinm ::\1cConnack was Hornc Sccrc+;ry~ 
and of the adn1i' ~ion n n.de in Parlia1neDt bv 
the n1crnber for \ValTf'go that he had ITiucfc 
a gift to both the Hon. E. G. Theodorc and 
Hon. \Villiam :\fcCormack of Mount h:t 
share•, prcsumablv at a time <vlwn both tho" 
gcntl"Hlcn \Ycre JHini:d_ur:-:: of the Urown, T 
want to rJ-.. .... ure th2 House that the Gore..._'Jl­
nwnt \vill be plca·.cd to give earcful r·on­
~i·deration to the proposal <Jf the Deputy 
I.Rader of the Opposition for the appoint­
ment of a Royal Commission to inquire, not: 
onl:v into the affairs of the Mount ha Pro· 
pridary Silver-Lead Limited, but also into 

[Jlr. Jones. 

Mungana ~.fine' Limited and other matters 
for the purpose of taking appropriate action. 

Mr. HANLON: Is that' a definite promise o{ 
an inquiry'! 

REQUEST FOR lNQT:JR.Y INTO AT'l'E:\IPTEP 
BRIBERY. 

:\lr. PEASE (Hcrbrrt): Mr. ::Opca',er, I 
dc~ire the pcrn1isrjon of the House to n1ake 
a per~1)nal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: l' it the will of tl1c 
Hull': thtt tbo hem. member for llerbert be 
pl'rmittcd to tnake a personal cxplanatloil? 

HONOUR \BLE :YlcMB!:RS: Hear, hear! 

:Ylr. PEASE: I am quite prepared to 
accept the statrn1cnt by tho Prctnier if ho 
will inelude the Sleeman case. 

The FnE3JIER: There is no oecaeion to do 
that. l will conduct the bueincH of thie 
House. 

:Yir. liA:>LON: You have made a defiuite 
;tatement that an inquiry will be instituted. 

INDCSTRIES ASSISTANCE BILL. 

!:>ITI\1'ION I~ Co:;IMITTEE-RESU)IPTION m• 
DeBATE. 

(Jfr. Maxwr/1 . .Tonu·ong, one of the panel of 
1'emporarp Chairmen, in the chair.) 

Que,"tion 'tatcd-
" That it is desirable that a Bill be 

introduced to foster the development 
of secondary industries by enabling 
advances to be made or guaranteed for 
the assistance of corporations engaged 
or who may hercafte1· be engaged in such 
industries, and for other purposes." 

:Yfr. HANLON (Ithaca): When the House 
proceeded with the consideration of the Esti­
mates ye 'terday there was very little more 
that I wished to add to my remarks. I 
should like to know from the Premier 
whether it is the intention of the Govern­
ment to advance money at a reduced rate 
of interest to any companies or persons 
\\ ho propose to establish secondary industries, 
or is it merely the intention of the Govern­
ment to guarantee the interest payment to 
private investors. One would be justified in 
using either hypothesis, based on the explana­
tion of the Bill given by the Premier 
yesterday. 'fhere is an idea outside that the 
Government arc prepared to make· loan 
money available to prospective business enter­
prises and to make that· money available at 
a reduc( d rate of interest. Hon. members 
would like some information on the point 
before voting on this motion. 

Mr. JONEt:i (Paddington): This motion is 
intended to do something to encourage the 
expa.nsion or deYcloprncnt of ;:ccondary ind_us-
1 ries in this Sta to. No true Austrahan 
would object to any resoluoion. or io the 
introduction of anv Bill in this Chamber, or 
the adoption of rtiJy Jnct.hocl by tht: Govun­
mcnt that h•>d fOl' it; object the fostermg 
nf ~econdary or nwntifa,.cturing indnst_rics .. It 
is not quite dc'ar to. 1110 w~:tt. thC' Pr~m1cr 
tnca.ns bv ,:;:;:;condaJy Jndu:::tnc:) a~ Jll('Htloued 
in this motion. 

In 1ny opinion .. -:::ccondtLl'jl industries h,:vo 
"'"·er been correct!:· defined. It would be 
very nice to know tho definition of srcondarv 
industries as rHentioncd in this Bill. Fol' 
inst.<nce, we know that the sugar industry 
ras'"'OS through rnany stages in the. co.urs0 of 
the manufadtlrc ot eugar; but tt !S very 
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difficult to define what i:: the prin1ary ~r<tg,• 
or the s0conclary stage of the business. Doc·s 
the Pren1ier rr1can n1anufactnring indu::;tric .. ? 
H this motion is intended to fosl<'r mann­
factnring industries i1.:. thi~ S1-11e-to establi:--h 
1!0\V industries hcr"--to encoun~!!e nc··w indns­
trit -:, or to cxpaJJd industries ~.1readv f':-V; b­
lishcd here, then nobody cenld object to it: 
but pcrsona1l': I f'rtnnor sc0 that dF'l't· is Yerv 
tnuch po•;vcr ~11 th-• hands of this GoYcrnnlr·t;t 
or in the hanJs of any State GoYC'rnn1011t to 
pncouragc to nny great cxt·- nt the r·~tabli:'1.~­
ment of :3C'condar~ iudustric'''S T'h~· Prcrni~·r 
know~ that the n1'att0r i:;; a Fuietal 'llntt.t•J'. 
anJ. that the I C'der;;l is-·llC i~ \YrappPd np in 
this nwtion. Th·: gore- ltC· t c-ncou1·a o·f'nlC'lJt 

that C'an be given te the establishment';,£ new 
jndustric~ in _,\ns~ralla and to ih0 cxnan~ion 
nf n1anufaei .ning indn~tri0s hen• i~ ihronh·h 
the tariff and hy the adoptioa of a protective 
policv. This Parliament or am· Stah' l'ar­
lian1(;nt ha.~ no lJO'.rcr to protc<'l: an iJ1dn~trv 
in that 'vay. The eneoluagE.'Inent of manu£ac·M 
mriug industries is really a Fcd<ml matter. 
and one of the things which should be made 
the issue of the present Fl'deral camp.lign in 
which we arc now engaged. I fail :o sec that 
t.hcrc is 'ery much rert! bnsinc-.- in thi, 
t~o~ion .unless it has for its object t.ho subsi­
drsmg m some form or other of ind ustrv 
which the Government n1ay d0sirc to t:~ncou1:_ 
a.ge by subsidy. Have the Govprnmont not 
that power now? 

The PRE'\riER: We onlv want to make' ir 
clearer. You did it with the alcohol indu·,tr;-. 

.Mr .. JONES .: That is so. The point I 
WISh to make rs that the cncourao-ement of 
rnanufacturing indtutrie:;;. is at:> Fech .. ral 
1nattPr. Austra.lia. \vill never nrosner until 
our sceondary industries arc e!Jcon~raged to 
. a greater extent. 1v1v s~rond noint is: 
What will be the best. 'metho<t of ~cncoura!'­
ing t.hc establi"hmcut of serondarv indus­
tries? There is a great diff0renc~ in 11w 
meaning of a seeonclarv and 1lw rnnnufae­
turing industry. It wilf be c1ifficnlt in mauv 
instan:cs to define what is the primary ancl 
what 1s the secondary st::tge of an inJnstrY. 
The Deputy Leader of the Opnosition \>a.s 
very wise when he said that we mmt \\·ait· 
and sec what this Bill contains. 

The PREMlEH: He Baid he was rtp;ainst it. 

Mr. PEASE: .\gainst 1hc prin("iple~­
dccidedly. 

Mr .. JO::\ES: I hope that \\""e . hall haYC' a 
free disc?3sjon on thu all_-irnportant :::ubjvcr 
of cstabhshrng secondary mdustric' L' make 
our own goods he ·c rather than to import 
them from overseas. A friend of mine who 
recently visitc·cl Melbourne told me thot 
firm there exhibited a not.icc to this effef'l-· 
·• :\To Australian geods sold hC>rc "-t.hat 

J apancso and foreign goocL only 
[11 n.m.] \P.r>J sold in that shop. That 

i'ort of thing should not be J1er­
ri1ith.'d 111 Australia. Something requires 
to b~ dono to fosh•r our ma,nufactnrinU" 
lndustric~) hceau.sc that i-.: the onlv Y\'a,y 1~ 
{·tlre tbe uncrnp]oyaY·JJt cn:Jl and ... to a··, i··t 
in populabug ...:\ust..ra]ia. 

Qu, :;tion-~T1m1 the re.olntion !.J.Ir JJr,,Ji'' ·,.,.. 
motion) b1..' agri"·cd to-put fJ!.t..l ·pa.:::. ·C(I. 

The Hou:;o rc·:~unJccl.. 

The Tt....\IPOP:\RY CHU.R:\L\.X renorted tln1t 

"t}w C{)lllD~liUcc· had COlllC to a l~:o::olution. 

He<.<olntion ngrc~J io. 

FlRST READIKG. 

The PREJ\11ER (Hon. A. E. Moore 
.I>1Mqnp) prr·sentcd the BilL a.nd moved­

" That the Bill be 110v- read a fh;.; 
tirnc." 

Quc.tion pm and passed. 
~ceond rr;ading of llw Bill 1nad~' an 01·dcr 

of th0 Da.1· for to-rnorrO\\. 

Sl'Pi'LY. 

Ht::-T.\iP'I'WC\: OF CO:IDI!TTI>.-THJRJ) AKD 

Fot RTH ALLOTTED DAYF. 
!.1£r. lto.'.rrl .. -;. J:''l.~t Toozcar"','ilhrt, in the 

, I .1ir.) 

Dl~P .. \li""DlE.:\T 01' PLBLJC \VORKS. 

T);~PG..'T!OX OF )f.\CHI~ERY, SCAFfOLDING: Al\D 
\\:EfG:iiTS A:\D :JlE\~URES. 

Ouostion staH•d--'' That £34.378 be granted 
for' ' Inspection of J:v1achinery, i'leaffolding, 
and \Y eights and :Measures.' " 

I ten1 agr0cd to. 

THE GAS .\CT OF 1916. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
>.Hon. R. M. King, Logan): I beg to move­

" That £2,970 be granted for 'The 
Gas Act of 1916.' " 

This is the onlv vot0 in connection with the 
Department of I'Llblic \Vorks that it has been 
found neces<ary to provide for an increase, 
that being accounted for by £40 extra being 
required this year on account of classification 
increases. The item " Contingencies " 
includes provision for a 1·etaining fee of 
£100 to th~ gas referee, Mr. Brady. 

Item agreed to . 

DEP.mnrEKT OF MINES. 
CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR MlNES (Hon. 
E. ~~. Atherton, Chillagoe): I beg to move­

,, That £17,422 be granted for 'Depart­
ment of Mines-Chief Office.' " 

:Ylr. JONES (Paddington): I am not aware 
whether the Deputy Leader of the Opposi­
tion received an intimation that the Estimate• 
for the Department of Mines would come 
on this Inorning. 

Mr. CLAYTON : Y on ncYer told us. 

Mr. JONES: When I was Secretary fot· 
::\lines, I always intimated to the Leader of 
the Opposition when the Mines Estimates 
would come before the Committee. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAJLWAYS: You ought 
to be rea·dy. You ought to know everything 
a bout the Department of Mines. 

Mr. JONES: I knew mere than the hon. 
~cntle1nan ,dots, and I kno\v more about the 
Department of :v1iw' than the hon. gentle­
ntan kno\YS about the Railway Deparbnent 
or B ever likely to. knL\V. 

The CHAIRl\1AK: Order: 
:.\Ir .• JO:N"ES: The ).1inisttr intct·j..:ctcd tc­

tnc, and, in a spirit of rctnlintion I think 
I am "ntitled to reply. 

The CH~UR:VlAN: Ord,,,.: 

C.fr. JOKES: I notice tlur a :;reaiu 
,;rnount i-. rcquirPd for the D·:pa.runcnt of 
·.\11ncs this year than vTns \Toted la~t· year. 
and no doubt thr extra arnount is properly 
accounted for. Having been in the Depart­
ment of }\fines for a period of twelve yearR, 

Jfr. Jones.] 
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I want to say that it would be difficult to 
improve upon the officers of t·hat depart­
ment because of their knowledge of the 
mining industry and the general work of the 
department. 

Quite recently the late Under Secretary, 
Jl,fr. Henry Marshall, was retired. Lu-·,t 
Friday, under parliamentary privilege, the 
name of Mr. Marshall was bandied about 
this Chamber-I do not say by the Minister; 
but his name "~s mentioned by hon, mem­
bers opposite in connection \vith certain trans­
actions; and I want to put it on record that 
it is known generally throughout this State 
that Mr. Mar .. hall is one of the most 
respected citizens of Queensland, and, as 
L'nder Secretary for M.ines, was not onl:;­
a capable man, but one of the most honour­
able and upright men it is po.·sible to comf• 
in contact with. During my long experience 
in Parliament I have never known the privi­
lege of Parliament to be so misused or so 
mue.h abused as was the case on Friday last. 
In introducing the Mining Trust Limited 
Agreement Ratification Bill, the Secretary for 
.Mines dealt fully with the agreement, but, 
apart from my reply, few of tho specche" 
delivere-d by hon. members had anything to 
do with that Bill. For four hours Lawn Hill 
was not mentioned at all. The debatL' 
shifted right on to Mount Isa and the build­
ing of the Mount Isa railway. 

I have not a note iu my pocket, as I wa 
not aware that' the Estimates of the Depart­
ment of Jlvfines wore coming on this morn­
ing. I would have likc·d to have the oppor· 
tunity of dPaling with tho whole tmmaction 
in connection with the building of rho ::\loun! 
I~a railway. I ,-,as a mernb0r of the Cabinet 
..::'lt thr tinr~c. and I make no apology for nl\. 

attitude with regard to ::11ount I>rr. · I mak'e 
no apology for my O\Yn priYate transaction~. 
During i'hc time I have bcea in the House I 
hnxc neyer kno\vn of 11inistert" and rncn1ber . ..:.' 
private affair' so much delYcd into as thcv 
were h0ro last Fridav. Tlw chid work o'f 
nry life has bu:>n in (he n1ining inUustry; I 
haye speculated in n1ining to 1uy :::orro· .. ·. 
If. as nn Au:;.tr.alian. I care to in-n'st: n1Y 
rnOne:y ln 111ining enterpri\,e:-:, 1hrrc i:-3 ll~> 
law in the land-I challenge the AttorneY­
General to prove that thcrcc is any law ]n 
this Sute to prevent a l\finistE'r from inYO't· 
ing his HH)UC'.Y in any company, bC' it n1ining 
or otlu=•rwisc. 

'The _\TTORXEY-GEXERAL: jn 111y opi11ion 
it \Yould bo more respectable to invest in 
out..,ide 1ninrs-rwt something IYhich in sonlt~ 
v·ccy affects the Go1·ernmcnf Do vou think 
it rig-ht thflt :Mr. Thoodoro and :M;·. ~IcCor­
mack should have h,,]d share- in the C\1ount 
I-rt I'roprictary Company? 

~Ir .• TO::\ ER: I'robablv it \Vonld. hctvc boon 
rwL'f' l'P~pe-ctahlc to in~~c1t.t it on the rnoe­
cour.so, bnt I do not- can• 1nuch for racin(r-­
nly hobbv is n1ining. For the ~hares wl1ieh 
\Vcre r110ntloncd h0rc this rnorning I paid 
£362, which is a lot of 111onC'y to mo. as it 
rrprc::-cnted n1y earniug-s. Does the hon. 
f{CmtlcnHJn think tlHtt would ~.;WnY any Ynte of 
1ninc? · · 

Ml'. :'\[om: \X: What do thP public think: 

Mc .JONES: The pnblic can think ' the> 
Ek('. ~o far as I nm cuur-rpncd. I ban~ onl~­
OJF:.-pr;rson to please, th,~r. is .... \Jf .}ones., an~l 
1ny O"\Yli consri-:nc". I\Iy tran~actions haYf' 
brcn st·ra!ght, honoutablr:. and aboyeboard. I 
lnJ_y hn. \-c nut de hundn•ds of rni;;;.tak0-.; i11 
".dniinisb·~tion, 0nd have ·doue thinb IYhich 

[Jir. Jones. 

hon. members opposite would not do because 
of the different policies of the two parties 
Every man makes mistakes, and I may 
have mad<' a mistake in connection with 
mining enterprises; but, while I was Secre­
tarv for Jl.1ines, I never delved into previous 
tralls._~ctions of n1y predecessors in office, nor, 
if I went back there to-morrow, would I do 
-eo, because it would not be my concern. 
\Vhile I was Minister, under the guidance of 
Under Secretaries like Mr. Macdonald, 
Henry Marshal!, and the present Under 
Secretary, the department was an honour· 
able and upright department'. The records 
arc there to pro.-e it. Candidly speaking, I 
think Parliament was dcgraclrrl on Friday 
last, because it io. an institution which should 
be the highest in the land. 

JI.Ir. KELso: In what respect? \V c are 
trying to get at the truth. 

:Yir. JOXES: An impression has been 
created-and the Secretary for Rail ways 
tried to crc~te it'-that ali these things per­
tained to the Department of Mines. Let me 
tell the Secretary for Railways that a mining 
share transaction does not appertain to the 
Department of Mil1f-s, and has nothing to do 
with it. Jf I were to ctsk the Sccretarv for 
~Iines to give me tlw names of shareholders 
in tho ~Jaunt l\1organ) Mount Isa, or any 
other n1ining co1npany, he could get in his 
l: nd~t· Secretary and staff, but they could 
not give me the list of shareholders. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR R.ULW.\YS: The depart­
ment has a lot to do with the issue of 
lt'HC,, 

~\lr. JOl\'ES: The department has nothing 
lo do with th0 issue of share lists. Men 

ho desire to protect themseh·es may, and 
a:·0 alloworl to. register a deed of trust at 
th•' warden's ot!kc to protect their interests. 
B11t tJO Secretary for Mines could have the 
n'gist0r of shrL!'C'holder.;; i11 allJ' . c~nnpany, 
hPcause tran.sartions 1n ~hare.· in nun1ng con1-
panies pertain to another dcparhnent. It 
ic; only fair to the D· partrnent of ]\fines to 
"'Y thac l':canso th•, impre"ion no doubt 
·, ill got abroad That officerd o[ the depart­
llH-'111 mn..-;t haYC' kno\Yn vrho were share­
holders i11 ~on1e of t-ho l<a·,._;s under discus­
sion. 1'i>c oflic<>rs of thn department would 
1101 l.;:no\v.. the ~\Iini2tClr does not kno\v, and 
iJ,, lns no pov-.'r in his department to find 
oui. He hP, to go io the Attorney-General, 
tlH' Trcasu.rv, io ~o1ne other dcparim,·nt, or 
ro tltc Suprc·me Conei to got a list of share­
boldce' -I do not know which it is. 

"'Ir. KE!.SO: lie has to go to the H.egistrar 
of Joint Stock Companies. 

:\lr. J O).IES : \Vhilst I was :.\linistcr for 
h\elyc ye:-trs I \Yas nt ·.f'r sufilciently :inquisi-
1 ivc to fi·:d out whether members of the 
C>pposition were shareholders or not in 
mining c0n1panic-.. 

T read ill tl1i"' 11101'11ing's papE' son1e 
rPf"rcncc;, to the )..Jungaua. lea:{-. in tLc clec­
nru h rcprcscntccl by the ::'vlini3tcr. Cou:1sel 
in a certain bankruptcy c1~e put questions 
to one wihH -•s, a fanner \vardcn at Chilla­
!:.'J)C. a:-' to HH.' tir:n:• at which the leases wore 
tnken up by :Mr. Frecl Rcid, and the witnes• 
"r ·wcn·d tiH questions-not too correctly. 
lll Lly OpiJtiO:l, lJCrha}~., in --.,~in,y Df my 

of the r lpers in the department. 
g2se tht impr€'~sion that tho forfeiture 

the• ::';1nnQ·ona kc~ses >Yas appliPd for by 
:\lr. Rcid. · J ;.rn sneaking no1.r fron1 
JncJ~nory. hare not rny papers with ffiP here 
t".- "·'-"· I v;ant to inform the Com-
l.Llttcc~ ant w2ll prepared in regard 
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t.o Mungana, but, from memory, let me say 
that these particular leases-the Mungana 
le«ses. embracing the Lady J ane and the 
Girofla-were taken up under a special Act 
of Parliament passed by a pre,·ious Govern­
ment. There w •. re no labour conditions, 
but there \Yas a condition that, if the rent 
\vas not paid on 31st December in any year, 
the lease became automatically forfeited on 
31st I11arch of the succeeding year; and 
no ::1-Iinicter had the power either to forfeit 
et· to stop the forfeiture of those leases. 
If the Secretary for Mines investigates that 
point he will fi.nd that tho original company 
which held the :Mnngana le:tses forfeited 
them for non-payment -of rent. Th( y became 
automatically forfeited, and to reinstate 
those leases on• the same conditions they 
would have required another Act of Par­
liament or they could have a pp lied. for them 
under the ordinary lease conditions of the 
Mining Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\[J:-;Es: The hon. mem­
ber for \Varrego said tho other day th'tt no 
leases had been forfei tcd for fi.ftccn years. 

::\fr. BEDFORD: That is not a forfeiture. 
Thev were uuder a special Act of Parlia­
mt'llot. 

.Mr. JOC\ES: Thev became forfeited under 
a special Act of Parliament, and a man 
uamcd 1\IcLennan took up lho leases as 
claims, and later on Reid took them up as 
leases. All we hnd to do was to refuse the 
lcasf''3 or grant thern. Ko l\Iinl~tcr in charge 
of the dc)lartment, wh0ther a Labour Min­
ister or any other 3,1inistcr, had power to 
stop that forfeiture; yet Mr. McGill, acc0rd­
ing to lhis n1orning':;. paper, suggests that 
the original company tried all it could to 
prevent that forfeiture. Ail it had to do 
was to pay the few pounds rent. It was a 
very few pounds-£1 per acre--and by pay­
ing ihat rent it could have prevented 
forfeiture for month< afterwards. 

The ATTORNEY-GE:-;ERAL: It is a pity they 
did not do tho.t, and then w~ would not 
have had McCormack playing with his own 
GoYernn1ent. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: You must 
admit that it was a dirty businr"'s all through. 

:".-1r •• JOJ'~ES: I do not admit that there 
was anything dirty with the Mines Depart­
ment or "ith myself during the time that I 
was there. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Not as dirty as the bribery 
case. 

Mr. ,JO:"JES: I hail with delio-ht any 
inquiry into jyJungana with respect t,, shares 
or anything dse. The Government should 
immediately have instituted an inquiry when 
they became a Government. There is noth­
ing in the ar~ument that we should have 
instituted an inquiry into Mungana. 

Thu Pm:,\l!Ell : \Vhy not? 

Mr. JONES: We knew that there was 
nothing wrong. 

'!'he Pnf. \IIEI<: \Vhat about j he evidence in 
the court? 

Mr. JORES: I have referred to some of 
the evidence in the court. It is the duty 
of the hon. gentleman to appoint an in'luiry 
if he so desires 

The c\TTOHNEY-GENEHAL: You know that it 
is wrong· for a :Minister of the Crown--

The CHAIR.::\IAN: Order! I have already 
called the attention of Ministers to thc 
fuct that th,.~ ex-Secretary for Mines l:as stated 

that the E,timatcs o£ this department wero 
brought on unexpectedly for consideration. 
lie is interested as au ex-IVIinister, and 
cl<',ires to make a sbtemcnt. I ask Ministers 
to contain themselves, and allow the ex­
}linister to make hi.·J statement. 

1\1>-. JORES: I was r.bout to repeat with 
all emphasis to the public of QucLnsland ihat 
I for ono fav:)ur an inquiry into the ~\'lun­
gana transactions and into the transactions 
of the department. 

The ATrommv-GE:>ERAL: You raid there 
\Vas nothing wrong. 

~\fr. JON:ES: lt is for you to pn•ve that 
there is anything wrong. You have had an 
opportunity sinc-e May last. 

The ATT.lRKEY-GE.\ER u": ·what about tho 
nndertaking given to the ex-Premier? 

}[r .• JOJ:\ES: Have I not an equal right 
with the ox-Premier to be considered? Have 
I not an !'qual right with anybody else, being 
an ex-:'11nnsb'r? I have as much right to 
con· idoration, and I nm entitled equally with 
rwyone else to any of the privileges of this 
House resp ·cting any inqu;rv whether it be 
into the Sleigh contract, Mm1f'ana, or Mount 
lm. I have an ef1ual right to be considered 
\vith any man, whether he is absent or not. 

The PRE}f!E"' : I cannot break my word to 
the ex-Premier. I told him that I would 
gi vP hln1 notice. 

::.\Ir. -JO)~ES: "\Vhy w~s not somnone else 
coJlsuliod "' to whether there should be an 
inrtuir,c or lJOt '! 

Th•' SE-'RETARY FOR llAILI\·.ws: You were 
not in charge at tho time the undertaking 
'n1s given. 

:\lr. JO:c\ES: No: 
\ GO\'ERNv;:NT l\-lE1lB':ll: Th• 1 what are­

you kickiug about? 
1\1r. BEDtorr,: G-ive us a sc~Jarate inquiry 

\\ ith regard to Mount I sa. 

::\Ir .. JO'JES: 'The Se•oreta1·y for Railways 
said the other dav that it was u strange thing 
ihat th,cse h·ansactions were connected with 
th<' Mines Department. 

Mr. KIRWAN: He said there would be 
another scandal. 

The SEC'RETAHY tOR RAILW.\YS: Th~re might 
be, too. 

Mr. JO:'-JES: The Minw, D0partrrwnt had 
no transaction whatever with shaws, and the 
same may be said of the offlcars of the deput­
n1ent. a1Jd to a very great extent concerning 
myself. 'I'he Mine; Department has a statf 
of officers of which Queensland can well b" 
rroud. The past Under Secre!Jry was a 
splendid man and an honourable man, and 
I regret that his nn.mc has been dra!'ged 
into the matter. I believe th t ihe l\1inist'r 
can be vroud of the present Under Secretary. 
I am g:lad that Mr. Stamcs has received tho 
appointment, but I regrci that hi.s po,ition 
\V<ls held ill P.tu-;pens~> fur surh a lonf time. 

The SECRE1\RY FOR TIIINES: \Vho w~' 
re~ponsible? 

::\Ir. JO?\ES: The Minister knoY;s that it 
was in the hands of the Public Service 
Coinn1i~~io.1cr. 

'l'ho SccHEHJCY FOR .MIKES: The Under 
8L•cr•.)1arJ n1a._5 hJ.vP; controlled you as 
l1iinist0r, !cut I nu tell you t.hat the Unde1· 
Secretary does not control rne a.::; .Yliuistrr. 

::\'Ir. JO:.IES: I am !l'lad to know th~t. 
The Public Servi~·c CommiHsioucr ne-rcr did 

Jlr. Jones.] 
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control me. It is most unfair that the Secre­
tary for Railways should indulge in a cam­
paign of innuendo, instead of making straight­
out charges. He said that there would be an 
oil scandaL I challenge him to proYe that 
there -wa' ,-~nything wrong \vith my adminis­
tration n .pecting the oil indmtry. I chal­
icnge him to follow me in this debate and 
prove anything wrong against tne. Tht~ 
vrcscnt Ivlinistcr 1nay be following a different 
uolicy from that approved by me. My 
policy in comwction with the oil industry 
,,as one of leniency. I did r.ot indulge in 
wholesale forfciturcs. 

The SECRKT.nn l'OR R.ur.v:AY~: I was 
approached laf3t night hy a very prominent 
rn..tn, who offered to give evidence in resp0ct 
of .an oil scandal. 

Mr. JO::"i'BS: Probably su. 
Mr. KIRWAN: Like vVandovale. 

Mr. JO'\'ES: I quite conceive thut the 
present Minister m~y have a different oil 
policy. J\'ly policy was to grant a big exlen­
oion of areas under the 1927 Act. He dare 
not alhr that because of the attitude he 
adopted the other d.:ty in regard to Lawn 
Hiil agreement. If he did alter that con­
dition, he would not be consistent in hi; 
attitudP. There is a rumour current that 
ne!roleum ]<)aSt'> arc to be curtailed. I 
hope that is not tru<'. The Secretary for 
Railways speaks by way of innuendo. Ht• 
said that the r•ext scandal is to be an oil 
snndal. Le·! him come forward in t hi' 
Chamber with his oi I scandal. 

Mr. KIRWAX: Let him say it outside. 

Mr. .TONES: I challenge him to come 
forward with hi, ailcged oil scandal. The 
onl:r crime he can lay against me L that I 
have dared to invest n1~ n1oney in JniniHg 
enterprises in order to encouragt) 1nining. 
I arn sorry to say that my 1nining }nYcst~ 
Incnts have Lt•en rather disastrous. Th;q i~ 
the resuL with 90 per cent. of people \Yho 
Invest in n1ining. I\1ining invc.,trncuts are 
more ~pe{'ulative H1an in any othl·r indns­
try; but I have i:iS Hluch right to put. 111'' 

n1oney into mining as the Secretary for 
Raihvays has of putting his on racecourBcs. 
which, I believe, he is raher fond of doing. 

\Ve 'hall have an opportunity of discusi.ing· 
t.he coahninos. Thi'3 rnorning I gave notice 
of a question .,,ith a view to eliciting 
information as to whether the Railv. ay 
Departm• nt recci,·es it.; ~upplics of coal 
from the Mount Mulligan mine, which i" 
now being worked Ly the miner, on tribute. 
at the same price as it did when tho mine 
was worked as a State enterprise. I have 
always conteml<?d that the Railwrty Depart­
ment should pay a bigger price for its 
Mount Mulligan. coal supplies. They have 
never paid an adequate price for that coal. 
We showed a loss on the lviount Mulligan 
coalmine, but, if the Railway Departmont 
were charged a price for th.o t coal commen­
surate with what it would cost them to gN 
coal from the Bowen State coalmine, or of 
bringing its coal supplies up from the South, 
then the Mount Mulligan State coalmine 
would be in a much better poBition to-day 
than it is. 

Mr. NiiiD!O · \Vhy should ihe Hc•ilwa\" 
Department ha vo to pay more fo1· it' " 

;yrr . .JONES: We never got a. fair price 
from the Hailway Department for the Mount 
::11ulliga.n coal. The departmental records 
will show that I always wanted the Railway 

[llfr. Jones. 

D0partnH•nt 1 o pay a high('r p:·ic:r• than 
32". per ton for it. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: The Hailwa v 
D<'partment says that it is pa: ing too dearly 
for ~loulli I;lulligan coal, and t:Htt it can 
get il" from the Bo;,;;r_'n State coaln1in ~ for 
:2e. per ton. 

::\Jr. JOKE~: Tlw R,tilwaY Depart1ncrd~ 
cannot procurn coal fron1 the' Bov;,r{_,n Stntr~ 
eoalrniue chu11Jcr than the price at which 
it is 'uppliecl with :UouLt :'.1ulligan coal, 
unless it is supplied nt ,·cry much ll'>S tbuc 
thr· cost of productio!!. 

The PRE~IIER: Unly one ln.:tn rar.. do that. 

~.Ir. JOXES: \Vhy doe:.; the Pr(·;nicr, 
\dwn rnaking refercn<'e to, State enterp.risPs, 
not r11ake refPrcncc to t,ho profit-:: fr:nn the 
Bow en· :-)tate coaln1inc• '; 

ThP PREol!EU: There are no profit from 
thr> Bowen coalmine. 

:\lr. JONEB: 'l'herc are not? 
T!tc PREliiiER: There are not lo-day. 

:\lr. JOKES: During the time tha.t I wac; 
in charge of the .:Vlines Department thP 
Bow0n State coalmine showed a profit, and 
the last figureo that were aYailable to me 
8howed that it was making a profit of £1.000 
per fortnight. · 

The ATIORNEY-GE:iERAL: It is ,bowing a 
los5 on Sleigh's contra{'t at tho present tin1e. 

Mr. JOXES: Of course, that ma.:v be 
undPr the CO>t of product; on, but, if the 
production wero inc,·cased Sleigh's conlrad 
vrould not show a l0:3s on tho~c- prices. A 
grocer might shOI\" a loss on some part of 
his business. but not on his whole turnover. 
I want to emphasise the point that j\'[r. 
Sleigh got the run-of-mine coal; he never 
g·o-t thC' quantities of '~rccned coal that h(lll. 
members mav think he did. He look 67 
pt·r cent. of 'small coal, and we sold some 
,mall coai to s, .. ifts at le's than the 
price Sleigh pctid. Sl~igh did not take the 
best screened coal ·urodund &t the mine. 
HP harl lo take· abo;tt 60 or 70 per ,;ent. of 
'he ~mrrll coal. That is quite another ma.lter. 
] ltavo tlw Sleigh agreement. I W>l3 glad 
tl1n.i the ::\1ini~tcr, vvhl~J1 de _ding vvith the 
;-)l('igh agn:01ncnt, etatcd thut, un(l-'r the 
agrecmC>nl.. :\1r. Sleigh could demand thn 
delivcrv of 500 tons of l'Dal cvct·y t\VC'llty~ 
four hOnr:s. 

[11.30 a.m.j 

)Jthough. tlH~ agreenwnt ntcntions 500 tons 
every twenty-four hours, there is a qualifica­
tion that 1 hat operates as far as possible 
haviug 1 cgard to the power of the Secretary 
for :Ylinc'. Sleigh could not demand it 
w!tdher we could supply it or not; and wo 
had to 111ake ~,omo arrangen1ent~-for 
t'xample, for the supply of trucks from the 
Hail'" a v Denartment as the contracts came 
in. In· that 'resp :et there was nothing wrong­
in ihc Sleigh contract. I took the matter 
v long to the Cabinet, wlw deliberately offered 
Sleigh the ageucy for a straight-out sale-
110 conuni.s~iou-at the prices mcntion°d in 
l he a grcem0nt. \V e otood to th:ll agreement. 

}lr. PEASE (Habcrt): Before these Esti­
mates are passed, I hope the Minister will 
tell the Committee the definite policy of 
the GovernmPnt regarding the State coal­
rnine&. I~arlier in the session the hon. men1~ 
bcr for Burrum gave us to understand that 
the Governineut \Vere in favour of closing 
dl tht' i3tate mines with the exception of 
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Bowen. I notice that the :Mount Mulligan 
coalmine has been closed down rece-ntly. 

The SECHI:TARY FOR MIKES : Moant Mulligan 
1~ \Vorking to-day. That is another of your 
fals: hood:-1. 

The CHAIR:\1:\.:\' : Order 

l\Ir. PF.ASE: Tf the 'Jli:1istor will J·cstrain 
hi:msclf for a 1110J1lf'llt, hP \vill gain fOllh· 
information. 

The SIXRET.\HY rou MIKE~: :l'\o one "ill 
gain infornwtion fro!n 11steniag to you. 

Mr. PEASE: The ivlini,tor mnst listen to 
I.Je. Is it the Government's intention to 
cloc·' all th·- State coalminPs with the excep­
tion of the BmYPJJ coalmine? Last Thur;;dav 
f \eo truc-ks of Bowon coal passed through 
.:.\lareelH1 going to Chillagoe. The people of 
l\fareoba arc very concerned to sec that, 
when right at hand the Mount Mulligan 
mine is a railablc to supply any requiremenb. 
,\3 Marccb:c is the trading centre for Mount 
-'dulligan. it follows that the dosnre of the 
1\Tount :Mulligan min<' will be attended with 
oorious c-on,equenoos, not only to the pcopk 
0mployod in the mine but to "business people 
g-enerally. I was seeking inforn1ation iu 
that regard "'h<'n the :Yiini'ller so rudely 
interrupted rnc. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR ::\Ir:-;r~: Yon don't 
know the doll nit ion of the word. 

Mr. PEASE : I want the hon. g·entloman to 
g·ive me the information which the people 
of Mount :\fulligan and Mareeba claim that· 
lu_' should give. '.rhey arc very anxious to 
"''' the hon. gentleman, and I shall be pleased 
to be in the distrir-t when he Yisits it, bee.> me. 
Hatu1ally, a" tha+ is his electorate, he will 
hav0 to give' the people the inforn1ation 
11-hicl1 I llow seek. The closure of the Stat" 
c·oalrninrs ">Vill be 1no~t serious to manv 
,,eop](_), The rnain que-stion is not that o.f 
the t:onl produced in those 1nincs. If thesl' 
tui nt• . ..; n l'C dosed~ ·what is going to happen 1 o 
tl1e ppr~ons preYious]y t}rnployed .' \Yill IJOt 
their being throvYu ou';:. of t•rnployrnent aggra­
,-ate the mwnlploymeut problem? The hon. 
nwmlwr foJ' Padding·ton, replying to the 
interjection of the Secretary for Railways 
dwt the Blcigh contract meant a loss to the 
13owc'll coalmines, said that it would not 
Jllean a ]o,, if the production of tho mine 
\\'Pl'f_' brought up to a. cprtnin standard. It 
'. '" unfortunate that the hon. member's time> 
had cxpirf'cl when he was proceeding to 
r·laborate that statement. It must be realised 
'ihat the que,tion of IL1rnover, whether in 
1.niuing activiti0s or in a grocery business, 
fnr r•xarnplc--

The flE<:HETARY FOR MINES : The smaller the 
r u.J·noYcr the greater tho co.-:.t. 

:.\It-. PEASE: \Yill the hon. geHtleman be 
~r{)od enough to keep quiet? 

The CHAIRlVL\="1 : Ordet ' 

:.\h. PEASE: Let him liave a bit of 
dt:•t-."?IlC,Y. 

The SECRETAllY !'OH :\fiXES: You ha ye not 
got any. 

?.1r. PEASE: When I was so rudely inter· 
rnptecl by a man who does not understand 
,.,-en the rudiments of good manners--

The CHAIRMA:l'\ : Order ! 

:.\Ir. PEASE· Well, the hon. gentleman 
·s none, and he must keep quiet. The idea 

of the Sleigh contract was to get rid of coal 

whieh pre,·iously was unmarketable. Hon. 
members on the Government side who under. 
;;tand something about the coal business 
rea 1isc the position. The BO\' en coR hnine 
produces certain grades of coal which aro 
not readily saleable, and, if you do not get 
a 1narkct for th tt coal, 'vhat arc you going 
in do with it? 

Tho PR~MIF:R: Tt i~ rill n1arkctabh.'. 

Mr. PRASE: 'l'he :MinistN knows that 
this Bowen coal had been sold before the 
Sleigh f'llltract to Swifts and others at a 
lnv~~er price than Sleigh is paying for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Sleigh never 
lm·.l any of that de;;cription of coeJ. 

2\Ir. PEASE: If the Sleigh contract i;; 
cancelled, tlw p:._ oplc of BoYven arc going to 
feel it. The hon. member for Bowen who, 
unfortunately, is ill and not able to be here 
to-day, pointed out to the House that he 
had received letters-the Premier has received 
letters, too-from the Es.sential Service Gom­
mitt<'e at Bowcn and from the Mayor of 
Bowen pointing out what this trade of Sleigh 
meant to Bowen-what the effect of ships 
coming there meant to the port. The 
Government must talw all these matters into 
consideration. The hon. member for Bowen 
also stated that, if the Gowrnmcnt destroy 
the trade that Sleigh has brought to Bowen, 
t!Jen they \\-ill have to got something else 
lo take its place. How are the Government 
going to get rid of that coal, which, until 
Sleigh came into the market, was unsaleable? 
'l'hev will have to sell it at one-third the 
price that Sleigh is paying for it. I ·want 
to know what is happening in regard to the 
Goyernment's policy in connection with State 
c-oalmine,.. Are they going to close all these 
mines do" n ': 

A cousidcrabl· amount of ,1 iscussion has 
it1 ken place rc(entl.v in regard to Mungana. 
En:rvbodv here kuows that n1e111bers of the 
b te ·upper Honsn >vent to the North and 
im·estigated the Chillagoc deal. The Govorn­
-rnent of the dav was a Labour Govcrnment 1 

but we had art Upper House in poqscssion 
which was not a Labour House at the time. 
Tlnt l:Jpper House appointed a committee, 
and its report is in the library for anyone 
to read. This committtw reported favour· 
rtbly on the tr,king OYOl" of Chillagoe. I was 
a member of the Cairns _Harbour Board at 
the time, and """ formed a committee in 
Cairns to 111cet the Upper House Committee 
to give evidence, because the )Xople iu that 
dislr·ict realised what a great thing it would 
Le to have Chillagoe restarted. \Ve were 
able to put such information before the 
members of the Upper House Committee as 
t0 induce them to agree that Chillagoe should 
lw restarted. Later, the late Auditor-General 
(Mr. Hobortson) ,,-as sent to Chil'lagoe, and 
-.urcly to goodness, if anything >Yas wrong, 
it was his job to find it out! Mr. Robertson 
reported that Chillagoe should be kept going. 
His report was presented to Parliament, and 
is in the records for anyone to read. Later 
on a Commission of Inquiry was asked for 
by members of thp Opposition. 'Why Mr. 
2\fcGormack did not grant a Commission I 
cannot say. I n1yself and a good n1any menl­
bers of the Labour Party were in favour 
of the appointment of a Commission because 
we wanted the truth, and ,.. .. , still want iL 
But Mr. McCormack sent tno present Auditor­
General to Chillagoe with full power.,, and 
he gave him the services of a metallurgist. 
He gave him power to do anything he wanted 

Mr. Pease.] 
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and to make a full investigation m regard to 
Chillagoe. 

Mr. WARREN: Ho did not. 

Mr. PEASE: Mr. Boa!, the present 
Auditor-General, is a most honourable gentle· 
man-more honourable th m most hon. 
members opposite. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL interjected. 

Mr. PEASE: Tho people outsiuo your 
district would not listen to you the other 
night. 

Tho ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It was the Pad­
dington hoodlums who disturbed the meet­
ing. 

11r. JONES (Paddington): I rise to a 
point of order. Is the Attorney-General in 
order in referring to my electors in those 
tenns? 

Tho ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was the hood­
lums of Paddiagton. 

The CHAIRMAN : There is no point of 
order. 

Mr. PEASE: JHr. Boa] was sent to 
Chillagoo with a free hand to investigate 
anything and everything in connection with 
Chillagoe. 

Mr. KELSO: 1:\o. 

Mr. PEASE : IIe was. The hon. member 
read his report when ho came back. 

1Ir. Kr:LSO: He was not. 

Tho CII \IR::\L~N: Order ! I must ask 
tho hon. member for Nundah nut to inter­
rupt tne hon. member for Uerbert continu­
ally. 

Mr. PEASE: Evidently the truth hurts, 
and the truth is all we want. \Y c want a 
Ro-, al Commi s,ion in connection with theee 
mu1mg industries. \Ve ask the Premier 
immediately to appoint the Chief Justice of 
Quecnslaad as a Royal Commi::sion to 
inquire into the 1fount Isa business, and we 
make that request in all sincerity. The 
Premier made a statement to-day to the 
effect that he was going to do certain thing·s, 
and- every hon. member on this side is anxious 
to hear the truth. We do not care whom it 
hurts; we stand up for the honour of the 
Labour Party of Queensland and the honour 
of this Parliament. The Premier, in 
answer to our request, uses the plea that 
he is holding it up because Mr. McCormack 
is overseas and he made a certain promise to 
him. The hon. gentleman can go ahead with 
the Mount Is a business if he likes-ever _yone 
kJCows that, and even the Attorney-General, 
who does not know much about law--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I am going to 
keep this debate within reasonable bounds. 
I must ask the hon. member for Herbert to 
restrain himself in his remarks which lead to 
EO much interruption. I would a'k him to 
try to be a little reasonable in his criticism. 
I am referring more particularly to his refer­
ence to the Attorney-General. 

Mr. PEASE: I will withdraw tL.tt. Wo 
want to know ever:, thing about the· e mining 
trar»actions. It is said that the minmg 
industry is full of scandals, and that an oil 
scaJCdal is olso going to devdop later on. 
Everyone knows that the :i'lfin'ster is simply 
th0 exccuti' e head of the Department of 
Mines. The 'lficials of the Dcpar•me 1t of 
Mines and other departments must all bo 
corrupt if they permit things which ho1•. 
msmbers opposite say arc done---from the 

[Jtr. Pease. 

Under Secretar:· of each department ri:rht 
through. Everybody knows what is gomg 
on. Do hon. members opposite realise that 
the otlicials of every department arc honoLu­
ablc men? \Vhat has been said here is a 
dur on the Undtr Secretarv and other 
re ponsiblr officials in the Department of 
:vJ'ine". ·when I mentioned that the late 
Auditor-General, Thh. Robcrtson, and the 
prcsc~nt Auditor-General, 11r. Bcal, werG 
appointed •-,·ith full pO\Ycrs to inYcstigate 
1uining affairs and to go into nHtiters regard~ 
ing Chillagoe and other places, I \Vas told 
by hon. members opposite that it is not so; 
but everybody knows that thrtt is tho cJ,,o. 
\Ve rt.alise ,vhat the ruining industry has 
meant to the far North. Wo rc:1·d with 
intc•rest the report of the late Auditor­
General, Mr. Robortson, in which he coun­
selled the Government to continue its opera­
tions in th•· Chillagoe district. Mr. Boa! was 
also sent up there and made an int·,'rcsting re­
port. It" ,,s not cloaked over. The then Pre­
mier, the hon. member for Cairns, had it 
r'rinted for everyone to read. \Ve do not desire 
anything else but t-l10 truth. I might conclude 
bv going back to whore I started-that wo 
demand this Royal Commission. \Ye say that 
1 ho sooner it is appointed the he !"tor. \Ve 
contend thctt it is not wise to link np Chilla­
goc \Yith ~'fount lsa and i\lnngana. Lot U:3 
have a. Roval Commission to deal first with 
l\1ount Iscl, and th0n, if the Pr£mier is 
ronccrm'J a bout tho absc·nce of :Mr. ?dcCor­
lnack. he can arpo1nt the ::,amo judge to 
r•roc,•f'd wlih the Chillagoc and }Iu:ngafla 
i!lquiry. [ have been in the :J:\orth all my 
lif<, 11nd sr•cut many years in the Chillagoo 
districc. l know the place. ;wd I know the 
pcopl- d Chillagoe and of North Queens­
land. Thov arc not at all concerned as to 
anything il;1t a commission to clear up all 
lhC'Sf' lnati·ers Thev re<1liso t.ho facts or 
the cas'" and th<>y s'ay, ·· \Vhy can we not 
have this commission to clear the matter 
ttp '!" The sooner the Premier appoints 
a commission and lets th,, people of Queens­
land know the tmth the sooner will the 
people' of Queensland and those representing 
tho Labour P.uty be satisfied. 

Mr. KELSO (,YunrZrth): The hon. mcmbet· 
for PaddingtoP hao informed the Committee 
at great lengd1 i;hat he thinks he has a 
perfect right to hold s.haros in any com­
pany. That is so. He has a legal rig-ht; 
but the queotion is Eot whether he has a 
legal right to hold shar~s in any compa,ny, 
but whether it is expedient for a Minister 
to hold ~hares in certain companies which 
may be concerned in governmental a0fon. 

Mr. Jmms: Do you intend to c.hallcnge 
m:: vote on the Mount Is a Railway 1 

Mr. KELSO : I will expla.in wlutt I pro­
pose tJ do. \Yhen the question of Mungana 
l ,\me up some yea-rs ago, th~ po:nt \vas not 
wh0thcr it was legal to do >vhat mcmberil 
of the Opposition thP•J mggcsted had been 
t1on0, bnt wb0Hwr it W:lR right for a 1n1n 
occupying a leading public position as a 
Minister of the Crown to do what certain 
tw mbcrs oppo,ite have done-that is, accept 
af; gif1-fl sha.r(·s in a comp1ny frvn1 \v.hich 
they rnight dra\v a very 1argc profit. 

::\Ir. JO:-lE3: I had no shares in Mun,1;ana. 

)fr. KELSO: I am not suggesting th~t 
the hon. member had. So far al the hon, 
rncmLrr 1, concC'rnr.d, I am going to eonfino 
mv rc'>Htrks to :~fount Iso, I wrrnt to bo 
quite fair. I think that the hon. m<mh?c 
himself will remember that, when I was 
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talking about :Mungana on a previous occa­
sion the hon. member challenged me Dy 
way of interjection-" Hansa,rd " will show 
it-and I said that I had never found in my 
investigations that the hon. member for 
Paddington had anything to do with Mun­
gana. I am dealing with the hon. member 
on the stand he made this morning. He 
practically made an ad misericordiam 
appeal to the Committee. He told us 
the other day that he bought shares for 
31s. and sold then for 27s., and thereby made 
a loss. I still <tgrco with the Attorney­
General that, even if we agree that he did 
buv and sell those shares lik9 t.hat, some­
tiines it is not prudent for a Minister of the 
Crown, occupying in this case the position 
of Secretary for Mine6, to buy share' 1 in a 
company which later on mcty be concerned 
in the Goverr,ment's actions. He shonld 
fight shy of them. But just at present I 
am taking what the hon member <aid in 
Committee this morning, and what he had 
the opportunity of saying la.st Friday, when 
he only toJ.d us that he had bought shares 
and sold at a loss. He did not tell us that 
the hon. member for vV arrego had given him 
shares. 

Mr. JONES: I bought 400 shares--

Mr. KELSO : I would ask the hon. 
member, is not the hon. memb8r for 
Wan·ego right this morning in saying that 
he gave the hon. member 200 shares in 
Mount Is a? 

Mr. JONES: I bought from Mr. Randolph 
Bedford 1,600 shares at a cost of £362 10s., 
which was about par value. 

Mr. KELSO : That may be qui~c correct, 
but I am asking the question agam--

Thr: CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member cannot continue to ask the hon. 
member for Paddington quc:;tions. 

Mr. KELSO : The hon. member hc<s tried 
to justify himself, and now we are told th·•t 
the hon. member for \Varrego gave him 200 
share~. 

~1r. ,JoNE8: A' a matter of het, I had 
no ri!)tt to :'.p0ak on Fl·id:r· on th:s qu·2shon. 
I had mad·· the first spw<:h ttftct· ihc M.inis­
tcr, ar l after that the w-rnnglc bcga.n, and, 
naturnll}, 1 eould only r-ot in a few {ntcr~ 
jcctiof's. 

3:Jr. KELSO: You >1y, ''[r. Robcrt.', thct 
I caniJOt a~k nw ho-:1. rnnmbee que· t'ons. 
V er, \;e]!. \Ye wcr J to:d this 'that 
the !eo;;. mcmb~r ""'' b·. the hon. 

t· foe \\'nrt"g·o 
Jl this ''hot 

the 

dP1lin!! ,, 
Jcnc. ·· 

rnu::,t 
proprif!ly 
geuHcmc:n h _\ 

BFDFOHD: vVhat. a yml are n 
~1re too and rncan and 

to fL'lp ar;~~body. 

Th·.' f'H .\ ITl '·! /\ '\': the hon. 
n'!.<'tnl:r'r to \•vithduv-": 

::\h. L·ll <ll'": A 11 right. 

The · I a·:; the hon. gcntl£ 
nu~n tc withdraw. 

}lr. p,,..,, OIW: J withdraw. 

The CU.\H~c\L\:\l: I w.•nt the hon. mem­
ber to ~t;t upon b:s feet and withdra\Y" 

Mr. liEl'FORD (rising): I withdraw. 

1929-·3 c 

Mr. KELSO: We can associate all these 
people with thE'se shares, and we have thB 
ex-Minister to-day stating that he would 
not be inlluenced by a gift of shares. One 
reads in this morning's paper that Mr. 
K U. Theodore states distinctly, with a.. 
sneer, that a present of 500 shares to him· 
self and Mr. McCormack would certainlv 
not influence any action on their part. He 
says it is a mere trifle Of course it is a 
mere trifle. We all know that he is a rich 
man; hut it is the principle of the thing 
that is involved. Before ex-Mini:oters 
accepted one share, they should have remem­
bered that for men in their positions it is 
\Ycll to a void even +he appearance of evil. 
The hon. member for Paddington kn0ws that 
a man who is a trustee for a beneficiary-the 
A ttorne"·G•mm·al will bear me out in this­
has to l)e ;noro particular with trust matters 
than with his own private affairs. 'rhe hon. 
member was the trustee for the public, and 
occupied a high position. The Secretary for 
Mines occupies a high position, or at least 
W8 on this side of the Chamber think so. 
The former Premier, l\1r. 'I'heodore, and thu 
late Premier, Mr. McCormack, accepted 
gifts of shares from the hon. met11ber for 
W arrego, and so far as the public outside 
are concerned, I think any reasonable rna.n 
would say that the only object the hon. mem­
ber for v; arrero had in giving thos;, shates 
to those prominent people '''as that thex 
should do "omething for him in return. • 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warr• go): I rise to a. 
point of ordPr. The hon. member for Nun­
dab ha,; stated that the onlv rea<>on I had 
for giving those shares "as that somebody 
should do something fo1· me. In the list read 
bv me t.his nHwnin~; appPars the name of 
Mrs Ryan and others who received gift 
shares.. What does the hon. member mean! 

The CHAIR:VL• N: If the hon member for 
Nundah has made the st;ttem~nt that the 
~hares were given for the purpose indicated, 
lhen I ask hin: to "·ithdra w. 

:Mr. i{EL"O: I can hardly follow why I. 
should withdraw. ~ 

Mr. KIRWAN: \Vithdritw! 

Tho CHAH:-tL •N: Order! If the hon. 
me.nber fol' Nur,c!a;~ sqid that iho shat·ccc 
were civen to ;1.1ir.istprs so that t..hoy should 
do something for the hon. member for 
\Van·(_gJ, and that. i~ lho jntcrprei.1tion of 
1ds rcuut,rks, then I c;sk hirr1 to w1thdraw. 

1L·. ICEI.(·'): Tnc pub:ic out6ide--

The Cll.Al11::\l~1.l'J: Order! 
:1\fr. KrR~\~AN: (lb y rhe Chair. 

Thco CH AIRMAN: Order~ I s·1y qui to 
ddinitclv iLnt I am not concc•rrwtl at thn 
moment \vith rlv.; pubhc otd-~:de. The hon. 

for \Vrtrr·.'eO h?.s ste>tcd th<tt tho hon. 
iur ?'\u:"d 'h hn.s J.C<'nsc'd hirn o{ 

lo ~ ri. ist in HllLcip ·tion of 
2"lv1t:.-'~' hln1 f'O:':H-} tP\~ ,',rd If 
·~ta.terncr.t, th,;n u _ k hirn to 

~Ir. K~er.so: I did not say that. (Opposi-
tion int .. rruption.) 

:Tr E.H\'f H · Of CCllJrse yon did. 
:\rr. Knn'l·\~: -·~lcu did sty 1t. 

Mr KELSO: I uid that •he onlv inteT" 
prd ·tioct th-.t could be Jllacr d by people out· 
:"idP upon the action cf the ho:J. 1nombcr for 
\V a rrero---

1\1!'. BEL" OHD: You did noL sa.y anything 
of the kind. 

Mr, Kelso.] 
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1\lr. l{_ELSO: ln givi~1g :-3hares to rnen 1n 
high positions~~-

l\1r. BEDF<JRD: You said the hon. member 
for \I' an'Pf'O. 

:llr. KELSO: ).'ou ere tilt' member for 
\Van·ego. 

1\Ir. l3ED~ ORL: Do yoa not knm•; that·: 

Mr. KELSO: ~ir. R~ndolph Bedford-­

Tho CHAIR::\1AN: Oc·dc·r ! 

Mr. BEDFOHD: 1\fr. ChairEJan? l rco.Jl>-­
.in"ist on a withch ·t"\Yal of the :;,tntcn -_•11t. It. 
v.-as ruadP, und should be vvit.bclrawn. 

The CHAIHC.L',"': \..lrJer r I all! moot 
anxious th:•t the statcmelll should lH.l •, itlr~ 
ciraw11, i:t' it \\ ._~~ made. The hon. rnornbet· 
for 1\uwla!t ::-ay:; that he <'1id not 1nako thr: 
· tatemcnt., am!' I cannot go any fnl"ther. 

0PPOs1Tiux l\IE'lBEES: \\'ithdrnw: With~ 
dravy! 

l\Ir. KE LS(J : In deforc.nco to ou, Mr. 
Robert·~. ~,nJ in ordcc· to clear the matter up, 
if I did sav that tho !ton. mPmlJer fm 
\Varrego ditl" it \vith that intention, thc'n l 
withdraw it. I ,hall put it in another vvay, 
which I I hin1 _ is quite \\ ithin my rights. 
The puulic of QueenGland~-and of Australia 
by this tin:c-can come to no other conclu~ 
,,ion, and ctl'C cxpres,ing it outside, lhat tho 
hon. member for \Yarn·go gave thc,c sha!'cs 
to the-,-' hir;·hly~placed otlicials for a certain 
~1lterior rnotive. 

Mr. BEIJl'OIUl ( WarNuo): Mr. Ch~ir~ 
:man, I ask thar that staleruent be Wlth­
(lrawrJ. THe hou. n1en!ber lFts iust stated 
that th(~ hon. nw1nber £or \Ya1:rego gav~· 
tfwsc shares to highly-place-d oiTiciah for a.ri 
ulterior· n1vtivt.:. 

:~1r . KELSO: T did not say that. 

The CHATR::\L\0:: Order: I followed th<' 
hon. nH•!nber for i\unduh verv clns~-..,lv 011 

thi..- oecasiou. and l C'illl as.:·n~re the• ~ hon. 
JnexnLc~r for \'{nn'c·}.ro-and 1 have io de·cidl· 
the poillt-tl:at m: -interpretation is that thu 
hon. ll!i.~mb0r for Nui,dah is n1akin~_S a rcfer­
t',..:.l io tlh' opinion of pt:O])k oui· id1•. ] 
\·'> ouhl .a-;, !Jon. JlJ(_)mber for ~undah t;) 

t.rv to 1ht~ debatl' a_.J ~ .. ::et a\\"U\"' 

fr~1n this ~ul'jt'ci. · ' 

for 

I abo should like tu get 
thi~ "ilbjcct, .;\f1·. f{ohert·, a~ iL 

un;:;a \·oury one; Lut it 
hon. rnt~rnlE•r .. "- on 

./\..~ the 
the 

lJOt 

VYOU}ll be l1l0l'C to tl!e 
up bribery case. 

2\.'!r. KELSO: The !ton. member for Pad~ 
ha" tried to cnssociatc h1n1self fronl 

in conuertion vvith t.hjs 1nattcr. 
lVIr. J ow~·;: I will plense myself \\~hat I do 

with m,v O",u ca.'ll. l\'fy behaviour will emu~ 
·- ith il:c lwhaviour of anv member of 

~:\SSPHl b I y. .. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon mernbe1· may br• 
quitr right ; but there is a bigger j udgnlCHt 

than his--the jndgment of the people outside, 
who think lhat there should be no appear, 
n.nce of c-Yi! in the doings of Ministen of the 
Crown. I 'ay c1istinctly·-not from my point 
of view, but from the point of view of the 

Kelso. 

great majority of the peopl0 of Australia, 
vrho hold that onr public men must possess 
" hig-h mornl se1w0 of their duties·-~-that it 
\vas distinctly wrong for UTI,!' ~1inister, under 
circunl:>L~llcl'S such ~!'"' thi:-3. to haYe takL'n 
~hi.. 1', .-;. 

J\Ir. J mc:'S: I hought thL'll'-

~f e. KELSO : Thc~P f" hares \\ c~n' i..a kYn 1ly 
iJ,;_)st• Px-Tvi1nistt'rs of the Cro"\VJL 

}It·. JO>o;Ef': I boug-ht liH<u. 

Thf' SECRFL\RY FOH RA1LW,\-Y',: \-on did not 
lm.1 ilw 2JO ihat the hm<. nH'ntb ·r for 
\Yarrego gave you. 

~,h. KELSO: \Ye have to l'<'llll' dowu to 
1 iri' fact that. if hig-hl.v placw! officials of. 
tlw Covt'l'nEJelll had nol dec:idPd to build a 
railwav to }Ior:nt lsa. Uw shares in Mount 
T~J, PrOprictal'y Lin1iLed \',"Ot1ld not have been 
vyorl h the JHtpl)l' ihP,V \\'Ore \vr] 1 ten on. The 
t-·hnlP thing !:--; n1ora.lly wrong, though not 
..1c'..2'u lly \VfO!.lg. It i3 1nr necc -sar~y to have 
u~l inquiry. T1H "··e arc the fac·'·s. \Ye have 
them here. \Ye' sav that •drat hon. membr rs 
or•positc haYC flollC'~ i:s not l0gall) V\TOilg-that 
i;-; ·m.'· o\vn Yie-v: of it---bnt it ]:" n1orally 
\'TOng. a11cl to 1ny mirHi it i::) <:;, gTeater siu 
to do a rrloLd wrong than a legal wrong. 

Gon:RN'lE>o;T :::VInmERS: liear. hear~ 

:'\lr_ KKLSO: Wlwn the pc1blie ;,[ Aus­
t.raliu. depart fl·o1n that high n1ora1 sense. 
1 h'·n I say Uod holp Austri:ilia; and, whell 
public rnen dt'Jlart frou1 that high n1oral 
:-;{ H:-.i' of dutv. 1 sav !hat \\"£' ~hall detl'rioratP 
w·rY ranidiv. If the halt. mPurb.er for 
\Ya~rrcgo~ ha"' a high l:'C'llS(~ of puLl ie honour, 
wl1ieh ·1 do no! think he ha, 

The CH .'IIR '\L\"': OrJer: 1 ask tlH holl. 
ll!PJULer to \Yit.hclraw tha.t ::;taterneu 

:VIr. KELSO : In df'ferem:<> to vou, :Vlr. 
Robcrt ·. I withdmw il. "\u.strn!i,; \\ill be 
t!Jc ]lOOl'('l' '\\hvu ih(' rE 1ral of ihu 
<·ninnulnit haru 
takC'll pla~·t' llt <t:-::: la•ing 
t!w JH'rfcctl,' to do. 

lJOP. lll('ru} •r for Jlad-
...;·alHL 

111 Ol!r witl1 
<.!1 l]ll' }ll:L'')l'!!t tillll', 

no inou1rv has Yet bc:'-•u bPLI about. 
rny \t~;1UHl in ~·cg. rd to "1It!llgana 

F.<LlF' wav u-; l do \ ith ~\louui l~a. 
l' dcLat~·d tile ~\Fun~~·alut qtrc~iion a 

agn, tlP-' 1h1·11 1;rf'I1li(•l" ~Ir. 
dwlt 

out-~idc 

Nf l'. JOKES: 
u1ake 

m a de 

an1 not. \"dT\- did11.t your 
;~l!d 

~lr. J(ELSO: I 
J\icCormack did in ; he 
wt1s quite lega1---\\·bat l\Tr. 
Tlwodcm, and l\I-. Heici did 
th,lt melon"-th"t syndi<'ate 
gana----\vas quite lcg.Ll; but 
'va ver/ ~1nol1 fu!. It \V a.; 
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chat time the mine was a worth!o:,s one, 
Or, as the hon. n101nbcr said, it \vas a for­
feited mine. 

Mr. Jmms: Accor•ding to Mr. Poole's 
rqwn ---and he is one of the best engineers 
in Australia--tho machinery was valued at 
£19 050. 

[12 noonj 
-:\1r. KELSO: The hon. member for I'ad­

dingtou, as tho forn1er becn~tary for Mines, 
o rmot denv those fact~. ·when the matter 
·v\-~t:; di~cussvf'.d previously, it carnc out that 

rPported that the mine was wort.h!Ps·. 
h · -_·e that <Hl the word of iho geologist. 

:\I r. J (JXES : X o ; Saint-Smith reported in 
fa \·our of it. 

:'.n. KELSO: \Vhen it wa. taken up by 
the ~vndicato comprjsing Theodore, JYicCor­
mact:' Goddard, and Reid he reported that 
the ·111inl~ \vas \Yorthlcss. According to 
evid, nco which we had at the tim()--

:\Ir. ,J OXES : \Ye did not buy it without a 
rc~Jor" 

),[r. KELSO: That syndic~1te got if for a 
mea• so11g-for the taking. It was reported 
that it W'tS worth]po,s. I am not talking 
about the hon. member; l am talking about 
tb )c four 1nen who3P names 1 have Inen­
~.ioncd. It was a \Yorthlcss mine. Tho report 
t:ays thev immediatc•L borrowed £1,200 from 
the Government to pump that mine out. 
Then there was another inspection made by 
th£ geologist, and, strange to say, that same 
rnan ca:n1o to the conclusion that there \vas 
a nt Joc'e found thc,·e, and that it was a 
V<'r. Yalnable ae;ct to the State. 

A GO\iERX:YIEXT "'IDIB':R: There wa:· a loi. 
of purnping going on : 

:,,Ir. KELSO : Y cs: but it was ncc~ss:try 
to keep ChillagoP going. \Ve find that some• 
time after that these four men floated their 

jnto a C>mpany, and, of course. 
to iht~ cxtenl- of limitc:·d 

tJw Com1mnic.::1 Act. J lHtYe 
than oncp d-;at, nccording to the 
th, Rupn•mc Court, \'\'iiliam 

holder of 338 
Cc~ irm did not 

1,--: r)l_:1·f "d l.v L~i r 
l't'l'l'Dt 

fvlr. ,}Q}.;"RS: Tbt< sharP li:·.:l· v a~ never the 
1\![ines Deputment 

: The l10n. rn0mber for Pad­
thai the 0x-Premier 

a svndicatc. but he would 
It wa~s onlv ·.:lwn l found out 
Asscrn bly • that tlw 

that he was in that 
ndicatc formed th~msch·es 
liability C'Olnprtny-and this 

gravanH:n of the el1arge l nutke again _t 

pc·ople: \Vhcll s1tttng in the Cabinet as 
Minictcrs of th2 Crown, l'viee•rs. Theodore 
a11d :;\lcGorrn~ck vgreed to nurchaso fro1n 
!\'Iuno·ana JViines Limited for £40,000 a mine 
y l1ich. when th-.?y f:tartPcl on it, vvas sin1ply 
" ort.hlcs.~. and :in ""C,-hich iht T<ere largely 
j11i erc·:·tccl. 

D1r. oJOKE~: Surl'L- lt {\)P1d not be worth­
le."~ ''"jth £20.000 wui·th of n1achinerJ on it? 

The 8ECRETAHY FOH liATLW\YS: The 
rnuchincry "':',"fts Dlll. ' orth scrap iron. 

l\Ir. KEI.SO: Sure!:· the hon. member for 
Paddington 1vlil adntlL th -!t the public could 
on1v d1'a\Y out infcrcnee-th 't, as Th1inist,..Jrs 
of tbr C'ro···n. ch.crgcd with the ro .• ponsibilit.: 
of con •en-in .· the public: fuLds of the Sbte, 
these J•c'1ple agrc.-.1 to pay £40.000 for _a 
mine that orth Yet·y httle and m 
rP:-,poct they wr rD ...-it>tlly intcr8sted? 
Tht'n llH'II •· cut up the 1nclon,'' so to 

~~1r. JoxE~: How man· tons of ore did 
th•'. hk · out? 

Mr. KELSO: I have stated on every occa­
sion tl; ~t the hon. mcmbPr for P·~ddington 
ha~ not been connected with l\1ungana, but 
surely. if he tries to impre•" ihe House 
rq;rarding hi~ high moral senso, ~e cannot 
defend what these men did. He cannot 
ddcnd them. bc•eau,.e he mu·t know that it 
i:-; \\TOng. 

Mr. JoxEs: I defended the action of the 
departrnent regard.iEg the forfeiture. 

Mr. KELSO: That is onlv a sic!·' issue. I 
<nn ·d~aling ,_vith y, hat thcst? nwn got out of 
it. J(p]atively the sam. applies to Mount 
lsa. The hon. 1nemb0r <.an throw ;vhat 
smok:•-scrccns he likes; but there is not t1J..,J 
~:JighLe~t cioubt. that sha,refi 1vor~ ;:·i"\ en to 
rncn in high positions-to the Pl'Prnier (J\Ir. 
Theodore). l\'fr. J\lcCorrn~ ',k; ~VIr. JoPt , anJ 
\"Yr-trclen Dun1op. 

:rL·. BEDFOHD : Tht> 
"'har _ I H"' not 
Ycrnnu:nt 

~hare<;". 

theHl, 
for 

!Ylr. l[elso,] 
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hands. Probably that hon. member would 
have liked a cut as well as the others, and 
perhaps he is jealous because he was left 
out of it. \Ve have to be careful in regard to 
any matter where there is the slight~est 
appearance of evil. 

Mr. PEASE: Your A~;ent-General will have 
to be careful, too. 

Mr. KELSO: We have a public •right c,o 
bring these things up, and all the speeches 
made sine?. on this question have clouded 
the issue. They get a way from the basic 
facts. You cannot alter basic facts, and I 
b,'llieYc· that the judgment of the people of 
Austr.,lia will be against the action that 
these people took. The prime mover in the 
whole matter and the leading spirit at the 
head of it was the hon. member for War'rcgo. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): I hope that 
the Department of Mines will soon cause 
Mr. Dunstan' s report on his geophysical 
expcricnces in Europe to be publishetl. 
While on that subj<'ct, it is well that th8 
public generally s'hould be warned against 
the fact that the present geophysical cro"d 
operating in Queensland have been in too 
much of a hurry over a new job to give the 
Roma oilfield a fair chance. On the verv 
widely distinct evidence o'f two holes, distant 
10 or 15 miles from one another, bottomed 
m gronite, Geologist Dr. Jenpen, who allows 
his imagination to run away with his know­
ledg", immediately invented a sunken 
granite rangf'. Immediately on that the 
geophysical crowd, who had onl:v examined 
'" fe-.; square miles-probably only a few 
hundred acres-out of 200 000 square miles, 
decided that failure at Roma had to be 
recognised and should b0 accepted. 

They did this to my mind for the purnose 
<:>f " keeping their marble " good w that they 
should get work at the very remunerative 
price' charged by them on areas examined 
in Q'lcenshnd. During the bst four days 
Aush·alia Roma OiL No. 2, l-jas bottomed 
on Bl"t},ed"lc. and the rcporB arc that th0 
]a-,t 1 feet show the core to be saturated with 
o;L Tn th's way. and probably on the same 
]int ~, Ste-..:nut's ~~1oo({a is in an excr:llcn~ 
por;tion for P:f'tting rC?·3u~ts. ~aturally th(: 
At/o•·n~v-Gc-ner" 1---who has alre·tdv shtecl 
that a :kci1l li3t o-hould net h:w" a ·complnt0 
pair 0f heot-• -w;J1 nr•1b.JJh- b··licve th-ot an 
Archbishop of a !'nligion largoly founder] on 
t,hp cr]orificr!.ticn c<f pOV(•rt~· shOU 1 .-f not h:tVl' 
flnvtni';n- to ,,vith drilFng for elL I n1_y-
Fclf ;,pplnncl Archb:sho'l for it. That 

rv rit;zPn':-:; r:cliL If he doc8 
.,-111 b(~ a. gco·d thinr<'. 

\L: I did not sa.y any-

n · I ,,l· h to rrfnr to tht~ 
Fric1nv f)D the rrru% 

}?;:~_tj_n,..,,tio;·l wh>h 
Jl;ll h· ~'"t of 111 

the DC' e.-..:s~tv mnckrakinc: during- the 
da:r, ~:nd c0rtain re«,ults ·w~re obt:1jnrd i:n-· 
that. In the; first place, quit-e a lot of 

[Mr. Kc'lso. 

political propaganda was put out for next 
Saturday. In the second place, the Bi,! 
Itself got through its second reading wio':l 
very little scrutmy. Nothing could be worse 
for the gene·ral benefit of mining in this 
country than that BilL The Secretary for­
Mines left the Bill alone, and attacked me 
in connection with Mount Isa with such 
ferocity that it looked like fear-either fear 
or the necessity for side-tracking. Durini" 
his speech he made this . ridiculous state' 
ment-

" I do not know, Mr. Speaker, whether 
you arP aware of it. but what happened 
in the case of Mount Isa is what 
prnmpted these people first of all to 
declare- that they would not do anything 
until they wore granted a conoo;;sion to 
S<1fcgu Hd their interests in the event of 
their discovering anything that was valu­
able enough to do it. In the case of 
~1ount Is.a there was a company called 
the Mount Isa Proprietary Company, 
and after a certain time when the Mount 
lsa Mines, Limited, wanted to branc11 
out on a larger scale-and it is only by 
branching out on a large scale in these 
areas that it is possible to make both 
ends meet-what did they discover?" 

I do not know how he would " make ends 
meet " by '' branching out in a large way." 
Apparently he means that they wish to play 
both ends against the middle. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 1 know how 
you make ends meet. 

Mr. BEDFORD : The Secretary for Mine!> 
said it was decided that this concession must 
be ginm because the :Mount Isa Proprietary 
Company had made the Mount Isa Mines, 
Limit~d. pay £125.000. He led us to believe 
that; he even used the term "blackmail "; 
and went so far as to say that men had 
sat down on leases and refused to do any­
thing with them, and that it was neceosary 
to pay £125.000 "blackmail " to 17et them 
out of it. 'Whet were thee facts? 'In order 
to give hon. members the fads. I shall re'1d 
the statement mn do by Mr. J. M'llican, wn" 
is well known and respected in this State. 

An OPPOSITION :\!J:niBER: A member of their 
pnrtv. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Yes, and h.- was at one 
tin'-:~ Dn Pnti-L hour member for Chartcra 
Towers with Mr. P:mll. The "Brisban'l 
Courier " rc-pcTt sta tcs~ 

J, Millican, ,,·ho was cha'r;nan 
of of the l\Iount Is'1 Propriutar ,· 
Si1v r Lc1d. Linr!tPd, fron1 iht, tirr1e of 
t.h-,• formatcon of tl1e compnn:v to 1t" 
l~q·.1:dat;cn, a stnt(mPnt ycsterda~T 

which v. 

nt one 

1 to rnnkn a FCRnda1, 
' ~n·c ricJi.cu lou~. I 
:\'Tonnt Isq Pro·1ri8 

inCf'YJtic,n. in Fob­
paid the prospectors 

and s'lc,-,t £27.000 ;n 
den•!op·D('Jlt, nroYlng the Thus ore-body 
at 2' 0 fnrt widn ii"\Vll to GOO feet. 

" ' Tvlount Isa Mines offered us first 
£35,000 tu ta&e ovor our options {they 
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to pay the prospectors the £25,000 pur­
chase money), <1nd we refused it. We 
,tlso developed the Black Hock ,:>re-body 
in the Out-on-her-Own, and then 11ount 
Isa l\iines, through .Thir. Corbould, agreed 
to pay us for the group £130,000 ;n 
shares.'" 

Mr. Millican forr~ot to say that later 
Mount Isa Mine,, Limited, in an attempt to 
~;et thcsr' properties at a lesser figure-- after 
they had attempted practically to " jump" 
the1n, which is their favourite gan1e-rushcd 
our shares on the market at 3s. so that we 
could not get 5s. par value for reserve shares 
;n order to get the £25.000 to pay the pros­
pectors. Al the same time the: oJiered the 
prospectors £10,000 extra cash if they would 
break oar option and gi;-e the lea_ses to that 
<lOmpany-and thus did not give us an;, thing 
for expenditure-

" Thi, , however, Mr. ::Yiillican added, 
was not carried into effect. V\Then the 
Mount Isa l'rop1·ietary tried to put out 
the reserve shares to pay the purchase 
price of £25,000, its stock was quoted at 
3s., so that most of the shareholders 
would not take up their quota at 5s. The 
£25,000 could not bo raised when due, 
but Mr. Bedford went to the field, paid 
£14,000 to the prospectors, and secured 
an extension of time for the payment of 
the balance. Subsequently, Mount Isa 
Mines bought the Mount Isa Proprie­
tary's leases for £125,000 in shares. 

" ' Mr. Bedford took up his full quota 
of reserve shares-23,000-and paid the 
company 5s. each for them,' Mr. JVIillican 
continued. ' The statement that he gave 
awav shares-several thousands in all­
to f'riends in Melbourne, Sydney, and 
Brisbane, is quite true. Our operations 
a_s Mount Isa Proprietary Silver Lead 
Liimtod, had developed such a tonnage 
of ore that we WtWe unwilling to sell 
Mount Isa Mines Limited; and ~'l:r. Bed­
ford fought against the sale of the 
property at a.ny price, as he 1:iJhed to 
operate tho 1nines for our ovrn company. 
To say that there was anythinp; but the 
cleancst and most honourable draling on 
0ur part is absolutely false. Our share­
holders were nearly all smoll people, and 
wo fought as rnuch in their interests us 
our own. \Ye were plea_sed to be able 
t.o give 0vcry .-,harehoJder ncad:,· 10s. ~n 
JYiount loa i\1inos scrip for every 5s. 
invested in :.Lount Isa Proprietary, and 
our ~harPholdcr~ who held JYiount Isa 
Mines shares until tllC'y were £2 got 
20"<.. for OY'"'Y £>'. invc,trd. After the 
first allotment of shores in February, 1924, 
not anoiho:· share w11s allotted except for 

nsh, par value. pa.icl to the cornpany. 
The stat('~11ent of one f;pc.aker in Par­
liomcnt last Friday that tlw "prbli<' 
was left lan1' nting,:· i~ ~in1pl·· foolish. 
rl'hc p11bli< conrr·rncd \Yen~ thn shire­
holders. For 260,000 J\Iount Isa Pro­
prietary shares of 5s.. oharoholdNs 
rPcei vcd 125,WO share'' in Monnt Is a 
l\!Iines, ·which aro 110\Y standing at about 
£2, so for C8Ch s~. invt~stcd. ~1ount Isa 
Proprietary haroholclers n coivod nearly 
£1.', 

As I sn id my.'tM m a ldt, r to tlB 
-·Courier"-

" I \Yantcd io hold thestl mines and 
work them separately, because the 
methods of ~Haunt Isa Min<Js Limited 
·-l10wc>d me that production was far off. 
The field--discovered in 1923-would not 
be a producer till 1931." 

In regard to the railway, the GonJrnment 
were secured by an absolute debenture. Of 
course, it wag done in the tin1e of the pru­
vious Government, and that security was, in 
lhe first place, held by the Commissioner 
for Hailways as sceurity for the £150.000 
that the cmnpany wa3 to guarantee against 
opera tin~~ lo:'>:·CS ·on the n~ilvdlY; but this 
Parliament has sjnce a .. ~reed to a proposnJ 
to \vn.ive that ::;ccurit-.,, bLcausc the cornpany 
could 11ot got n1oncY in London because it 
could not give a first n1ortgage. 

The position now is--that the company has 
200.000 shares under offer at £2 due in 
1930 and 400,000 shares under offer at £2 10s. 
in l931, and against this the English com­
runv is advancing certain moneys for the 
development of JYiount ls,t on a very slow 
scale of progress indeed. Hon. nwmbers can 
see that if the price of lead were suddenly to 
take a big drop, the easiest thing in the 
world would be for thorn to come in with 
their debentures and seize the property, 
]paving the sharPholders to get out as best 
thev could, because the debenture is only 
tak"en up at the company's convenience, as 
and when required, and in this way t_hey 
would be able to get the property back mto 
,a few hands. For this reason I have sold 
my shares, and have given that advice to. my 
friends. The point about the transactwns 
of Mount Isa Proprietary Silver Lead 
Limited is that they a1·e so clean that the 
man who does not agree is wilfully blind ?r 
does not understand. For the rest o_f rt, 
the shares given by me to any of. my frrends 
will, I hope, be an early st!bJ_ect of the 
inquiry by the Royal Commtsswn that I 
asked for. 

In the meantime, what kind of statements 
were made about this on Friday last? Three 
or four of the most irrcspon,ible members ?f 
the House. including the Secrcbtry for Hatl­
wavs, made certain remarks. The Secretary 
for., Railwav., >Yas so cowardly that on Fnda_y 
h., dPscribcd John Wren as one of the 
"Teatest sco,undreb ijn ,Australia, but on 
S·tttP'day on rt:~ceiYincr hi::; '' IIanf.-ard" proof 
],~ altcr(,d the words to " undesirable person.'' 
If Mr. vVrcn is an undhlrable per~on to 
a person like the Secretary for Rarlways, 
then I conoTatulate ::V1r. ·wren. The ful­
n1ination o;: lj1ric1ay v. a:.q intended only for 
the purpose for which it, was used, and t,hat 
,ya.~ to rnake polrtwal prop_fl ~':nda against 
Afr. 'Thcodor,~. just a..:> the .L)11lr·l~Cncc of t~!j 
Hr-id b,•nkruptcy case bcmg'. l.ncd at th1s 
moracnt also rC'nnircs cxpt~nation. Str,~ngcly 
er::nuglt, tlw S1lnclay pn:pors did not touch 
!his at all. b, t immcdmtch the stuff was 
uut-~ar,d CVt:'n beforP it \Yas utt~.:red, 1 ?ehevt;, 
·--arrangnnl'nt"' had LC>cn n1a{\'; for th_1s stuH 
to be ·cnt all over tho counlry. lt ':"as 
referred to in such terms as ·' i?hcclnng 
ScandHl'': .. ···Charges rnaclc Hll', the 
A>,cmhlv": .. He"n.lolph Bedford ; !ount 
r~)a"; .: Onf' of the Bigct·~t CV('f 

Pu petrated." 
..:.\rr. ~~lAXVV.ELL: \Vhat are yon quoti;1g? 

11:r. BEDFOHD: The Bundn hcrg "Tin1o~_,, 
,, Did the J-Ion. 11enlbC'r for \Varrego n,('{?CIYG 

£40.000 '!"~infc'l'ring that he had bnn "p!nch­
ing." Th0 ~tuterncnts by such dl:::b""~gtn&hcd 
rnuck-rakPTS. tt.~ the hou. lildl1hcr for 
""undah--

'l'ho CIIAIUi\IAN: Order 1 I ask thal Umt 
\vOrd be withdrawn. 

Mr. BEDFOHD: CPrtainly. We hall the 
efforts of tho3e disting,uishcd crities. the 
hou. m(·mbc-r for :'\undah, the hon. member 

JYlr. Bedford.] 
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ho·1. nJ.crnber for Oxlc~.~~ 
Elphinstouc, although 

he '.'?as here-and 
:l1c Sc'crchtr'7 for 
oul - beeausc Of his 
hcCq,u;;;L~ of his high 
· gent1enlen joined 
th.,t it the 

that 
them 

sav 
fo~· 
tell 

Tho f.' 'Cl ,--. EY FOR ~:il~E:­

~wa.y ·nd h1ck. 
Y oa "·ill run 

·( 'H .'~\ 

:fou t ho~tr:-;. 
i1 '' rit 

\\it ne -;e~ 
t'.VCJlt:y-

.I\I r Kt~, ··O : Good old w·!.·jt_ : 

~fr. J~EIJFORD: I do not n_incl giYing 
H:_onl wnt".· because I am not afr .. id of Q;"etting 
Into the vntne~ --box. The ho:1. n1cn1ber ·would 
be afraid to ;:;o t1wrc because it is too close 
to the dod~. 

The CHAU\.:\1A:\: Order! I am not going 
to permit the debate to continue along these 
lines. l ".sk the hon. mcmbC>r to withdraw 
hi'"3 rer:nark. a• U''plicd to another hon. n1cm­
ber, that the witnc's box would be too close 
to tho clock. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I withdraw the statement 
that it is too mar the dock. 

Mr. KELSO: It is a dirty thing to make a 
etatement and thPn withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMA::'\: I ask that the statement 
be "~ ithdra wn. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I withdr nv 1t Mr. 
Roberts. All kinds of things ha v<' bE>~n said 
about us, and were permitccd to be said 
about us ]act Friday, but no attempt was 
made to compel hon. mcmbNs to withdraw 
thorn. 

The CH.URMA).;: Order: \Ye arc now 
J ~ l'(:ll111nittt. ,\ and I am the Chainnan. 

M,., BEDFOHD: It happened last Friday. 
have made the offer to hon. members that 

. 'wy shc•uld oubide and make the state· 
tba.t muclo last FridaY. I dare 

do I assure them that a 

JJ1('lll.Ji-·f 

~,:n t, i 

twunt' -four hours. l 
th~so1 • ne_ws-papers 

ocuevmg that 
the statc1ncnt 

1'\mJdah. tho ' . non. n1PD1-
for Hail-

ThcJ C!I)TR:\JA:\: (), I ' 

=\fr-. I{'RVY\~: :-:::1,' it nut~jdc. 

SI·~CRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
sooner the l1011. ru "·mbcr for "Tarreo·o 

remained because I do not like to say anby­
thing in his aLence. 

[Mr. Bedford. 

l\Ir. \\'U'<'STAXLEY (QuP< nton): 1VIr. 
the 

of 
Hohcrk, I rise to a point of order. 
J\Tjnjstl'f in order in c.nlling a 
thi, Ac·nnbly a coward 1 

'Tho Sr;::jBET:\RY ~oR HAIL WAYS: I ~a~d~ like 
n, ( )V ard, ho run.:; a "\Yay-. 

:'r . '\\'L'\STA::'\LEY: Is the Secretary 
f:Jr H.rrih:,·.ts~ in ordr•r jn rnaking tha:: stlte­
llJcnt? 

Tiw CHA IRJ\1. \"\: Order : I heard ·.•.'hat 
th·~ 8C'· rel:ar> for ltu1lwnvs \aid. I v.as on 
th o£ a,kirJ[( him" to withdraw, but 
lL! not sn.v that. the hon. n1e1Ylbcr for 
\\' urrcgo was cZ co-.,vard. 

I\!r. VvriNSl'\~LEY: Ho said like a coward~ 

Tho CHAIRcliA:\": I suggest to the Sccre­
iary for Railways that lw withdraw. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
:'.i.t·. Roberto. if you suggest that I should 
do sn, then I withdraw. If a. n1an dens not 
s: ;_nd up and take his gruel, what is he? 
H•' rose and made his speech in this Cbamber, 
atiackod certain hon. members, and then 
did not remain here to take his gruel, but 
1·an away. The hon. member for Warrego 
said that, in his goodness of heart, he gave 
a certain numlwr of shares to certain 
ex-Ministers in the late , Governnwnt and 
others. His friends included certain men 
holding high public positions. His friends 
did not include the honest hon. member for 
Bowen or t!JC meek and mild member for 
Balonne. 

The CHAIRMA:'f : Order ! The hon. 
gentleman i" not in ordor in referring to 
an horc. member as being meek and mild. 
H' dOf·o not say so in any sincerity at all. 
1 woald ask him to make his spee-ch in 
another way. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Certain ordinary members of the rank and 
file of the lato Government Party were not 
included in the list of friends who received 
fr<>e gifts of eharcs in Mount Isa at the 
hands •Jt the hon. member for \Varrego. The 
men who received free gifts of shares from 
him v.ere men holding high important posi­
iiom in this Parliament. Thev included Mr. 
Theodorc', the Prcmic'r at the time, l\Ir. 

1 C 1 ~. the St•cretarv for Public Lands 
and Mr. Jm1c-', thCl then Socrc-

Joxn~: Do Y·'JU understand 1~~ tt my 
she: r ·s en-t J,ln £ ... 62? 

T!<· SECRETARY FOR RAIUL\ YS: I 
;~r'! not goi11g to de cl with thnt. '1hcse 
1 ln·r>t:~ rn:-:'~1 - rncn -r:ho could do rnuch to 

of the hold. by 
3.Ioullt I·n. :!n a 

)._~r. ,Jox£~: On 3rd 
which me £50. 
sPnt~ I do not. 

case 
for 

this 
me m beT 
~hare.L 

1\T arch I got 4LO shares. 
lf you ca1! that a pre-

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The point is that the hon. member for Pad· 
dington is trying to make us believe that he 
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gaw £50 fol' 
for \Yarrcgo 
va1ucd nt 5.·. 
was this: 
prr .,cnteJ 
with Z:JO 
L:.ttcr h c1 s 
cha·.r•<l 200 
nH•tnlwr fo1· 
Clwmbc•· thc1l 

400 shai'C'. The hon. member 
st ,.tus that d1o shares vvcro 
('d.ch. V\7"hat rca1l:y happened 

ho!L member for vVarrcgo 
rncrnbcr for PacldingtolL 

nothing, and, as the 
the ~aJnc day he pur­
;1;50. :'\ ow the hon. 

\YaJJh to tell this 
slwl"cs for £50. 

).Jr. J O:\E.' : I bought dQO •·hares. 

The SECEl"TARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The lion. fur Paddington did not 
purch. '" 1100 on that rartiuula1· day. 
1t ,yonld lJ(: Inuch for hin1 if, as rho 
hon. mLmbL'l' for \\a ne go aLimitted ·.-.us tho 
corrPct position, he• athnittcd that the hon. 
member for \:Vancgo gave him 200 sha.rcs 
and that rlH' I mlancc of the sharns were 
paid for. I quite honestly bdicvc that the 
hon. llll'mber for Paddington pm·chascd the 
balance of the ,:;;l! ! rl';;;;, but, with the infor­
n1ation at our dispo:-)al, there is no doubt 
that he ,·cceivcd 200 ohares as a present from 
the hon. member for \Varrego, notwithstand­
ing that ht\ with tears in his voice, has 
endeavoured to n1islcad hon. n1embers into 
believing that he wns an honest, ~traightfor­
\Vard Jnan. 

::\fr. ,JoxES: So I am. 

Mr. HAXLOX: Do you suggest he is not., 

J\Ir. Jo:-m~: Bring up your oil scandal. 

The SECRETAH.Y FOR R~\.ILWAYS: 
Nt>ver mind about the oil scandal. That 
will eome 'oonf'r or later, a.nd the hon. 
I"Jembm· for Paddington will be very sorry 
when it does corn0; but it is coming as sure 
as night follows da:;·. There will be an oil 
e<eandal, and the hon. member will be con­
nected with it. 

[12.30 !J.lll l 
The hon. m<'mber for Paddington i t·ies to 

infer H~at there i:S nothing wrong in a 
n spOilRiblo )finlbtc'r of the Crown, in chal'gf' 
of the Depa rtmnlt of :\lino,;, holding shares 
in n1jning cornpanie:3. I grant that, proYided 
the .:Vlini,ter concerned has paid for those 
shares. But we find that the hon. gcnile­
rnan, '':hen Sccretar- fot· ::viin('", was given 
200 shar"· and acccrJtt•d thern as a c orift. 
\~'hv did ll.10 hon. g·''"t]pm,w, occupying M the 
h1gh and 1Htport .... nt office of Secretar,- for 
1\Iint ,, qcc' pt <:~ p;ift of 2:JO shart s ·t ~ IIad 
thC' hem. g·1·1d paid for those ~hares, 
nothing c 1nLi ~aiel; Lut tho hon. gcntle-
Hian can.!:lOt cmlYincc the J.ncrnbct·s of thi" 

).fr. 
1\ b!ch 

<·r the twop!C' oui<ick that he did 
:200 ·hart'S a:-; .a, gift. 

1.600 ha!'<''· for 

F 1 lH P 'lL\'"-\ "'3 · 
rPcel ~-~~i 200\_~~har~.; ;s• ~ 

L mcn1bcr can11ot denv it. 
, uwt 1Lo I )11. 1nernbcr for \Varl·cgo 

1ws star.·d ddinih·ly 1hat gaYc the ('X-
8-(•··r(•tar:- fnr ~Ii:Jlf'3 2('~) - us a gift. 
IL is .fl.H C'".il'nordinnry thing th(~ rallk 
and file ('1: t.iv. Lahoul' Party, 1vhcn tlH y 
0( c·upi-...:d the CioYcTn nen !- bPnebc-~, \'d:-~·o not 
i.1l 1 tn·oac+cd with L{~C gift~>., hut only n1eu 
who occnpied hi?lt and iinportant po:-3itious. 
nnd who ,,ould lit' <:~hle to introclueo a Bill 
in thi, Chatnbcr to hui1cl a rarlhvav or do 
sornothing (_:Le \vh:ich ·would n1ako~ certain 
shares Yaln.tble. They were the people who 
were approached, and who, according to the 
hen. memb0r for \Varrego, were given a 

rwrson(l_l in1c1\ :t 1n :1 c:c·rtain Dlinin_.J <..:o-rn-

uf coal .'upplir·rl to the 

i,a·. 1n t 

for a 
with 

rnJpO·,n To quote 
ex-~·1inidPr. \Vho 
rtnwnc of i\fineo" 

l:"l not a,·qn<.tintcd 
I lHl\T had a 

1n~-;. t ter 1):," the 

:Vlr. ,] OXES: \Yhcr0 wa' I ,,rou·c· ·: 

T\1(' f\ECUEL\RY FOR H.-\!L\',-AYS: 
wi 11 sho"\V the l1nn. ~eud:.._·L1all. As s(_'- rctary 
for rt~ilway·-:, I aril natura11Y dc:irous of 
(i't·ttin:r tnal for t.hc Ilailway Df'partincnt at 
a-; dtC'ap a 11rl( ·' rts po.::: "ibl, ; and ic is not 
n1y jntentiol to pay a higher price simply 
1o. bolster up -a State n1inc if I call gpt, Iny 
l'Oal requin mPnt~ at a lower priep fron1 
priv.ate cntcrpri..:c. ThP ~tatPJllf'Jtt \\hi eh ha~ 
h•en ~pC'cin.lly prepare·d for 1ne read~~-

"ORDER'· ox STATE Co:,L~diKE:-:::. 

" ~TYX XO. 3 :-:T.\Tf C>..L".L''fiXr::. 

.. The total coal order' placc•c\ i.Jy thi' 
dl'partment on the Styx mine during- last 
financial yc•ar were 43.369 ton, for 
£.19,874. The price c:hargl•d wa> 24e. per 
tnn but un-d0r an agTC'ernent L"ntercJ 
int~ in October, 1928, with the ~lines 
Department a rL'bate of ls. per ton ha.' 
been allowed, whic·h rf'cluch the charge 
to 23s. per ton. 

'· Of the total tonnage supplied by the 
Styx mine, 23.754 tons went to Rock­
hampton; 5.146 tons to Glaclst_onc; 2,03<f 
ions to ~Jount :l\Iorg-an; and 12.439 tom 
to ::viadwy. , 

·'The cost (including fn ight) to the 
aboYementioned depots compared with 
that from other pits in the Central 
Division, and CollinsYillc to Madmy, is 
a:;; Rhown hereunder---

I 
I 

Rate per 

I 
Rate per ton at 
t.o~ at : depot, 
1lt. ' including 

----1-~-'- freight. 
------~ 

To Hockhampton- ! • <:. d. s . d. 
Ex Hartley (~tat" wine) :2:) 0 :W 61· 

' Ex Blair Athol 18 I 2:3 7 
TDx Black"\\TaLr 17 fi 2~ 5-i 
Ex Bluff JU g 21 2!-

To Gladstone-
F.x Hartle\ (bhlt mine) ~:) n ~,J 5 
1iJx Blair Athnl J :3 ( _I) 5 
Ex BlaC'kwatcr 17 H 2f) :q 
Ex Bluff ]i) u :24 0} 

To }fount Morgan-
:27 {)1-1cx Hartlr·Y ('ltutc mine' :2:3 () 

' l~x elair _.\tllol !;l 7 13~ 
Bx -Blael{.\\ J.tcr 17 u 2:2 7 
}~x Bluff Jo u 2i 4 

To iiTarka,·-
;Z;_~ ll 27 10} Ex Hartley (.;tate min.(') 

Ex Hlair At.hol 1 :> :n ] 1} 
'i'x r.laekwatcr 17 0 ,:o 10 
l~x 1Hutf lf) n :.2,9 7 
Ex Collin· vi.lle JG u 2:2 11 

C'ol1insvjl1e i:.; r~._en.L:;uj.;:e<l io 1,r, a .. rst-
('ln coal fol· purpo·e --

.. It :ll be ob,crycc\, thr•rcfore. that it 
i.~ not nn cconotnic p; or itjon to pb,ce 
orders ith the St''X St~t.c mine at all. 
If that rninc v1erev HOt operatinc-, therE.~ 
~,c-ould be u. saving to ihe ch']W.l'tHlCnt of, 
approximately, £11,450 in obtaining the 
coal now su1Jplicd by the Styx mine to 
Rockhampton, Gladstonc, and Mount 

Hon. Godfrcy Morgan.] 
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Morgan from the Bluff and other col­
lieries in the Central Division, and for 
the Mackav depot from Collinsville; but 
thoro, no 'doubt, -would be difficulty in 
obtaining additional supplies from thesn 
collierie, so long as the trouble in the 
N owcastle district lasts." 

Owing to the trouble in the Sonth these 
people are able to sell all the coal produced 
in those places. 

CoLLIXS YILLE l\In<:E. 

"The total orders on the Colliu,villo 
State ruinc during: the last f-inancial JCai' 
weec 62,385 tons of m1'cre<mecl coal at 
16s. per ton and 1,103 tons of serecnccl 
coal at 20s. per ton-totrll £51,0ll. 
According to a recent ansv.;cr to a Varlia­
mentary question asked by l'vir. Collins 
(vide 'Hansard' :\'o. 8, page 440) the 
Seeretarv for JYline. supplied the infom1a­
tion that the a vera go cost of production 
of the coal from the Collinsvill" Stat<' 
mine for the :; ear f!nded 30th June, 1929, 
was 13s. 11.9d. per ton. lt would, thoro­
fore, appear that the charge of 16s. per 
ton to the Railway Department is exces­
sive antl should be reduced. 

MOUNT MULLIGAN MIXE. 

" The general manager advises the 
same rates arP charged to the public as 
to this department. 

"The total orders placed on the Mul­
ligan mine during the last financial year 
were 15,416 tons at 32s. per ton, equal 
to £24,665: but le>os coal is now being· 
obtained from that mine. more of the 
rcquirornenls for the Cair11s district being 
supplied from Gollinsville. 

" Including- freight, the cost of Collins­
villc and Mulligan coal al Cttirns is about 
the same for screened coal. but 3s. 3d. 
per ton in fa YClUr of Collin,;ville un­
sc,·eened, which is the principal ompply. 
In additioa to that, Collinsvillc coal is 
stated to he about 30 pPr cout. bettpr 
quality for locomotive purposes than ~lul­
ligan. It would be better to obtain 
supplies from Collin~viilc.'' 

:Mr. JoNEc: ThP:V do not gi,·c the valtw of 
>:oal per traju 1nile. 

The SECRETARY FOH R\lLWAYS: 
\Vo are cal'rv1n!..t C'olli~t .. yjJlc coal at .50. 
pt!r ton per 1f1ilu, and tYc are losing a con­
~id('ru bll• atnoant of lllOlleY throngh carrying 
It L!t nL'f .l.'U(: 

Now I w uJt to rl••n I wit:h }fount 1\Iulligan 
rninP. Y hieh -rra··> ~pC'eiaJ1y lllE'JltionPd bv th!' 
hon. w.cmber. · · 

TJ:t' Cornrni:.;:-;loner :-,ta1cf' dcflnitelv that the 
Collinsvillc coal is lwttc•r than Mount Mul!i­
gan coal owjng to thP f&ct that it js che-aper 
in price, and it i aho 30 per cent. better 
for locomotiY•' pnq>O-'l'S than the ::Yiount 
l'v1ulligan coal. 

Mr. Jm:'~: I think the }Iount }fullig·a·> 
coal is the bettl•r. 

ThP ;:.;ECHETARY FOR IL\ lLWAYR: H 
i.> only right to make this public. The Com­
missioner for Rail ways is thus advised by his 
officers, and the ongine-driyers, vvho use the 
roal and ·who cn.g-ht to know, saJ definitPly 
that tho CollinsYillf. coal is 30 per cent. better 
qudity for locomotiY<' purposPs than }fount 
MulligaP coal. In tht> face of lhat opinion. 
it would he foolish for the Sc~rotary for 

[Hon. Godfrey J~Iorgan. 

Railways to give orders to the Mount Mul~i­
gan 'oalrnine simply to keep . that nunc .m 
operation. It would not be nght to do 1t. 
bee a use otho1· people would be penalised 
thorcbv. I am looking Rt mflttcrs from a 
railway point of view. vYe ought to buy, 
other 'things being equal, in the cheapest 
mc.rkr•t. That is our duty to the people who 
nwn tho 1ailways, and \,cho are taxed to mako 
up for the lo:,,es which take place every 
, r·ar. 'J'hc 'R<Lilway Department has been 
i>ractically payin[( throuch the no~e fo1· 
coa1 in }H:t:"t ."ear.::l in order to bo1stcr up 
StatP coalmine's so that they may show a 
profii·~ or not show such ..-.~ grt:at loss. So 
lcr;g as a mini' only showed a small loss. the 
(;on rnwcnt of tho da:.- were prepared to 
contpd tlw Hail way Dopu~tmont to use. co':l 
at a greater pri"o than 1t could obtam 1t 
for elsewhere. 

}lr . .fox;:~: Can you get the Bowen coal 
1 o thr• Caims district cheaper than the Mount 
}I ulligan coal'? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Th>lt is definitelv stated. I must be guided 
b' mv officers i~, the matter. The Depart­
n;ont 'of Mines will be able to show whether 
th~ Commissioner for Railways is right or 
wrong in this particular .:;ase .. The Com­
r,tissioner is undoubtedly domg hrs !<;vel oest 
to carry on the railways as economwa,ll:y as 
po,,sible, and it is up to me as Mmrster 
to help him in that direction. 

1\lr. DU:'\LOP (l/ock.hampton): I have 
listened with great interest to the debate on 
this particular vote. ::'\eodless to sa;y:, as an 
independent member, I am rather d!sgusted 
--,unrl rightly so-at the heat whrch J:as 
Plliltnated from both sides. I may say qmtc 
eandidlv that I stand by anything I have 
said m{tsidP as I do by what I say here; 
and lvhat I say hero I arn prepared to say 
outside. T may say quite candidly. that I 
quoted out.id" an extract regardrng the 
:\I ungana businl'ss, and then pressed for and 
lrorll'd that an inquiry would ~o held as .soon 
as possible. I hold no bnef for e1ther 
,,ide. I l'l'[(ret the Plectricity that went 
t!n ough this Cj1arnher last night; I really 
felt that I "as going to be electrocuted by 
,,..bat was fl:;-ing through the air. 

'\'o matter what Government might have 
hccn in power, a :Royal Commission .shm~ld 
havt h£>011 "~ppointod long ago to JD.fJUire 

into Mungana. If a person had to grve i1 

":ci 0 on t.hc question, no matter ho\Y clear 
thing." mig·ht ~·'eern Oll thf' surface s.o far . as 
otH' side "\V/:l'' conecrnecl, no i\..ustrr: han w1th 
a spark of nritish jueticc would assume th<tt 
anvbod', \\'as gnill:v of a thing until he had 
he rnd both sides .of the question. Anyone 
l)j'('~;ent iu a cOul't o~ la,v-evcn a juryn1an-
1cight think, 'tfter h('aring the evidence and 
thp <idc of tlw """' so abh- put up by thP 
barrister prosecuting a perwn. that the case 
vas up and he was guilty. But, when .1 

clever legal man on the opposite side gets 
up and puts his case. ev-en a juryman is in 
doubt as to exactly how to decide. 

I rPgrci very much that _tho ex-Premier 
and the prest•nt P_remH'r d1d not !1old a.n 
inquiry long ago mstead of allowmg th1s 
business to come up during the present week. 
It is a verv dolic.ato affair, and, whf>ther rt 
has been introduced for propaganda P.ur­
pose~ or not, you never know how a_11yth~ng 
which happens at thee eleventh hour .'s gou;g 
to ij.wing Yotes. I hope that no time. ~1ll 
be fost in pushing on with the commrsswn 
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the appointment of whi~h the Premier 
announced this morning, so !hat the thing 
may be cleaned up once and for all, with due 
regard to the honour of this Parliament and 
the officers of the Mines Department, because 
the only ideal we should let go abro>td is that 
th0 Queensland Government and men in every 
walk of life should be fair, clean, and above­
boar.d. It is to the interests of the depart­
ment as well as of the Government that it 
should f1uickly b0 shown whether there has 
been anything "crook" or not "crook." 

Sinu• others have quoted the evidence 
\Yhirh hns bPen given in a certain case, 
I would like to take the opportunity of say­
ing that Robert Ale\:ander Dunlop is in no 
way related to me. (Laughter.) 

There has been some suggestion that the 
Ministor intends to cut out the use of coal 
from certain mines. I think th.at the Styx 
has been mentioned. but I hope he will 
think twice before ho sends that mine into 
oblivion. It produc0s coal of quite a good 
quality, and quite a lot of people have their 
eyes on t.he hon. gentleman in this respect. 
If he does what has been suggested I am 
afraid that the electricity that was in the 
<J.ir last night will be as nothing to what 
electricity will be in the air then. 

I regret very much what took place on 
Friday last, and if an inquiry into such 
things is held immediately it can only be 
in tlw interests of the dignity of Parliament. 
I feel sure that it is the ambition of the 
Premier that whrrt we have seen going on 
on tho floor of this Chamber should not 
continue. 

The PRE1fiER: You will get an inquiry. 
Mr. liANLO:': \V.ily not give a definite 

promise, instead of saying that the matter 
will be considPred ? vVhy not give a promise 
that there will be an inquiry at a reason­
ably r·arly date. 

The ATTOHNEY-G.B~NERAL (I-Ion. N. F. 
Mac!'roarty. South Brisbane): ThP hon. 
mPmber for \Varrcgo took the opportunity of 
saying something that I >vant to contradict. 

He said that I w~s one of thos• who did 
not want to sec the Socialist "booted." On 
the contrary. I would like to see the Socialist 
-the true Socialist-" booted." iust as well 
" boote·d " as I would like to sco the hon. 
member fo1· \Varrogo well "booted" but in 
a different direction. I romombor' that the 
hon. n1en1bcr n1ade -"ome reference on a 
pr€'vious occasion to perfect Sociali~m. I-Ie 
almost thr.·atcnerl that hP would 0'0 out 
and take his clothes off. T y, as a bit con­
ccrnl'd. I must admit. th"t the hon. member 
should threaten to take his clothes off, 
be{ -..111~0 \VC all knO\Y that CYCl1 \Vith thetn Oll 

he is half nukc·cl. (Government laughter.) 
I am sorry that the hon. membtlr for 

Paddington is. not lwre. I want to be quite 
frank \nth lum. I came into this Parlia­
ment ,.,-ith a Y~ry high opinion of that hvn. 
gcntlorna.n. !'ut that high opinion has :rono in 
somH reepPcts bv reason of tlw fact +,hat h0 
has said. that '!w has a perfect right to 
1nve~t .}ns n:nney. in a camp any having 
transact1ons wnh In<; 01."-"n Govr:rnment. HP 
hns a perff'rt le'5al right to do so. but I 
consider that it is imp.roper for him to do 
so_ cspeciallv v-hen we know there arc hun­
dreds and hundr<>ds of other companies m 
the State o: QuePnsland of no c'lncern to 
the Qncew;land Government. in which he 
could haYc im-csicd his money. It is an 
extraordinary coincidence that he should seo 

fit to,invest his money in a company having 
transactions with the Queensland Govern­
ment. So far as the intPrests of ~rvfessrs. 
Theodorc and l\fcCormack in Mount Isa are 
concerned, it is a terrible thing to think 
that any member of a Government would 
take share:< for nothing from .mother mem~ 
ber of his own party in the , .. ·tme Parliament. 
It is a great pity, in the interests of public 
morality and in the intE'rests of the high 
standing of Parli.1mont, that Mr. 'I'heodore 
and ;\Jr. l\JcCormack should ever have seen 
thG hon. member for vVarrr>go. Hen. mem­
bors vv~-il] rem.mnber that, when speaking on 
the Address in Heplv, I said that the hon. 
mr>mber for \Varrego had been pitchforked 
into the Upper House by Mr. Thecdore and 
il1r. :McCormack because he fo:lowed them 
round the streets of Brisbane and told them 
funny stories. Possibly something has arisen 
that may have altered my opinion in that 
respect. 

It is a <;reat pity for the Government of 
Queensland of that tim<3 that, when these 
companies were floated and shares issued, 
the hon. member for \Varrego should have 
forsaken his fields in the South to seek fresh 
fi&lds and pastures new in Queensland. It 
is a fact that the hon. member for \Varrego 
did interest himself in Mount Isa. No doubt 
he went and viewed the scene of the activities. 
He returned and got together the Mount 
Isa Proprietary Silver-Lead Limited. He 
o-ave shares in that company to Mr. Theodore 
~nd Mr. McCormack, two Ministers of the 
Crown. It was not long after that that the 
(~ueensland Parliament, of which Mr. 
McCormack anrl Mr. Theodore were Minis­
ters, passed a Bill for the C?nstruction o~ a 
ocertain railwav. That Bill was oarr18d 
through all its stages in th.c one d~y-a 
thing a ]most unprecedented m the history 
of the Queensland Parliament. It is also 
extraordinarv that that Bill was pushed 
through three readings in the one day on 
the last dav of tho session. It is a fact 
tl-:at Mount Isa. Proprietary Silver-Lead 
Limited in respect of which company Mr. 
Theodo;o and Mr. ~IeCormack accepted gift 
sharP". was !o expend upon the opening-up 
and de,-elopment of th.• said properties a 
sum of not less than £50.GOO on or before 
the date when the said railway was com­
pletl'cl and op0ned for public traffic .. I~ is 
dso a fact that Monnt Isa Mmes Limited 
\Yas to c'-pend upon the opening-up and 
dcvolopmP-nt of the ·<Lid property a '·um of 
not less than £150.000 before th'- date when 
tlH• said tailwav was completed and opened 
for pubtc traffic. It is -a most significant 
fc;ct that within <J. few da•s of that contract, 
:\Jonnt I;a Propric tary Si'lvcr-Lead Limited, 
inaugnratecl b} the hon. mcmb:r for ii\Tar­
rc·go. sold to the :'\fount Isa Mmes Limited 
it< rights for 125.000 £1 Aharcs. Why was 
not ~Jaunt T ~a' Proprietary Sjlvcr-Lead 
Limitc cl giYcn an opportunity !o expend the 
£50.000 which it hacl contracted to expend? 
I maim that halrl siatemo!lt., .and will con­
t,(?nt n:~-~·a:lf \\ ith saying nothing more_ at ~his 
'r-ta!Y0. I do not waut to ~ay an.vth1ng un­
pai:liamontar.L \Vithin '1 month of the tin;e 
that the DudH"S to Mount I•.a Railwav B1ll 
was pa,secl the £125,000 was paid to tho 
lwn. mcmbc'r for \Yarrego. to Mr. 'l'h.'odore. 
!o lVIr iiicCorrnack, and other members of 
the compan·.-. \Vhat on earth has happened 
to those 125,0GO shares? What did Mr. 
Theodoro make out of it? ·what. did Mr. 
McCormack make out of it? The hon, mem­
ber for \Van·ego admitted in this Chamber 

Hon. N. P. 1Vlacgroa1·ty.] 
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that he m de £40.000 out of it. It is not 
right that et HlCnlbC·l' of Parlirunent who 

his O\vn. acl;r•ission, ga\·c away sh;trcs t~ 
of the Cc·ov;n, ohould make £40 000 

<1 transr1dion Eke that. ' 
Go~, ER~:.\lEX'r ~1EMBERS: ll( 1-r, hear~ 

l'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL: This is the 
man who vos,_"s as rt Socialist; The \vllolo 
tra.ns~H:t~on_ is wrong. _It is <:ertalnly l~·0,·aJ, 
but rt 1.-:; 1n1proper. J1Ir. Thcodorc, In a 
st-ttcmont n1adc in the nress to-dav, 
admitted lmviug 500 shares in· the comnau~·. 
vVhat did he mako out oi tho company? 
What did ~Ir. 1\IcCormack mnkp out of t'lw 
company? Further, vvhy did :\'Ir. ::\IcCormack 
and Mr. Thcodoro associate themselves in a 
company \vith a man by the nan1c of John 
\Vreu. J\1:·. ·wren may be a man who is 
n•spectecl by some people in Australia-[ 
do not know-but we do kno" that !\Ir. 
\Vrcn is beyond doubt one of the wcalthie~t 
mon in the Commonwealth of Austmlia. I 
want to know why men like Mr. Theodore, 
1\l[r. CMcCormack, and the hon. member for 
W arrego-men who were leaders of the 
La~onr Party in this State, and a man who 
aspnes to become Leader of the Federal 
I,abour Party-as -ociate themselves with a 
man of wealth while, at th0 same time thcv 
pose as socialistic champions of the p~oph ·? 
The people of Queensland and Australia 
can form their own conclusiom 1 
repeat that I want to know what 
proportion of the total money received 
for the l\iount Isa mine Mr. Theodore and 
Mr. McCormack obtained. I say without 
fear of contradiction that their conduct was 
imJ?ropcr when they accepted those sha-res. 
It Is a positive fact that, after ::\Ir. Thcoclore 
and Mr. ~cCor_mack. accepted those shar0s, 
they sat m de!Jberation on the wisdom or 
otherwise of constructing a railwav to Mount 
Isa. They decided to construct th'at railwav. 
Immediately afterwards the company 1n 
which they were intercstced sold out for 
£125,000, which represented 125,000 £1 shares. 

Mr. HANLO:-i": Why don't you tell the 
truth? 

The ATTORXJ£Y-GE~EHAL: I mereh, 
1n errm\ transpo:-5cd pounds for Rhar8s. 
Because I did so, the hon. member for 
Hh<tca snid that I was telling lies. 

Mr. HAXLOX: You were il"hcn }'O\l said 
that. 

Th_c ATTORNEY-GT•:KERAL: 1 am doing 
notlnng_ of the .:;art. I ask the hon. nH ;nbcr 
to ask _._\Jr. Th0odoN' ho\v 1nuch he n1adc onr, 
of the trarcs etion. and tlwn •··c shall kn0\1" 
honl mnch ho rnadc out of his f'harc.::.. 

'You :• 1id th<1t thn comrH.nS 
for £125~000, v.-hcrf'n~ 

in share:-~. 

Tlw ATTOHXEY-CE~;ER 'I.: Ynu 
ih~lt I '· ,ts t :llinr-· ]j('S: I an1 not telling 

1\.'lr. ICITIY.IAX: Yo11 s,~id that, then.~ sold 
for £125,000. · 

Tlw ,\TTORNEY-GEJ\:EHAL 
tlw hon. tncrnbet· for 

v::ay of inl rj,~etio~, that _[ ·was 

.Ylr. liANLOX: Yo•1 will ha 1·c to dancl n 
lot more than that before you arc ilni.hcd. 

]2 p.m.] 

The _ATTORNEY-GENEIL\L: I will nut 
stand. 1t from the hon. member. 

The CH.'I.IRMAN : Order ! 

[H01L N.!~'. JJfacgroarty. 

The ATTOR0JEY-GENERAL: The deai 
which 1~5 1000 £1 sh":rcs were given by 

Isc, 11Imcs Lnmtrd to the Mount Isa 
Sil n::-r-Let1L1 Li1nitcd iinaliso(i 
days after the o:f the 

Duchess to :• [ount h:1. Raih;a_, Bill, although 
1 he clear nndcr~tanchng of Parlin:ncnt v;,ras 

the )bunt le 1 I'rO[Jridan· Sih·cr-Lead 
d ·ea· to 'pond ut lea,f £100,000 in 

an·' de.-C'loping that pron<erty-· 
L tho ~·3ilw<1y "' .. as opcnCd and 
after was O)lPJWd to traffic. It is 

1\-orth notin-_r that that ::;ale WJS comM 
hvcntyMfiyo JaYs after ::::nch an under­

as 1hct. "ScPing tlutt the hon. 
member for \V:n-rcgo got £40.COO out of the 
dra.l, .,, bat did :\Iessrs. Theodore and 
McConnack gd out of i1 ? 

Pa;;;s1ng 110\V to the incidents <'onnect8d with 
thn Mung_a,n:;_,mines, I wis!1 to emphasise that, 
1£ _:\h. lhcuormark cla1ms legally to be 
c~Jt1tlcd to dabble in l\Iungana, as a politi­
cian and a member of the Government he 
was ~uilty of improper conduct in having 
anythmg whateYcr to do with :".fungana. 

Mr. w. FonGA:-i" s~nTH: Will you say that 
outside? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will sav 
outside anything I ny in here that mit's 
me. (Opposition laughter.) I have already 
spoken outside, and I am not afraid of the 
Leader of the Opposition or anybody else. 
Prior to the 1926 elections Mr. McCormack 
dcuied having any int<erest in the Mungana 
leases, At meetings at the Trades Hall and 
in Parliament the late Secretary for Mines 
stated that he knew nothing whatever about 
who were the shareholders otber than Reid, 
and who shared in the £40 000 which the 
Government gave for_ the leas~s in February, 
1922. I am only statmg that as a fact. 

Mr. JONES: That is true. 

The ATTOR:\'EY-GE:'\ERAL: The hon. 
gentleman has said that. 

Mr. JONES: And I stand to it. 

The ATTOR:\'EY-GENERAL: The Go­
ye:nm~'!t re-fused a con1rnission of inquiry" 
1nto tn1s t'alc on rnany occasions. As a 
1;rivatc individual, I remember reading of 
tne refusal of 1ho then Labonr Government 
to held such an iuquiry. Dnr·ing the 1926 
decfcn c llll)Jaign ::\Ir. l\Ier'ormack 
thrnateneJ ,~n interjector at llockhampton 
:·,n~l 1\!r. \\ .. J. Vowh' at Dalby with a 

nt thr,c· dared to ao;,ociate his 
r ::uno }1.ungaua ~candal. \Vhcn it 
1vas fronr the shar0 register at 
the Suptcn•' Conrt that l\lr. M.cl'ormack 
'"·-·-; the holc1 r of 388 ~h<l res in the }[ung~na 

thp ex-Prc-nnc-r n1adn a "Teat show 
''. full dif'clc'·lP'(' of his connu;tion 

cc~.-e and recC'iYccl the applause of 
of tlH• (io,-, ,·nmcnt. On that 

.:'\ cn-('rnbcr, 1926-tho fx-Prcn_lror 

" In c~ \n'rc taken up by 
nwn ,,-ho selected 
up. }f c fo~·~ned a 

sho,-/, and I was 
Thc·ro wcr" quite 

peopl8 in that eyndicate . 
'The hon. member for Nundah was at 
much paiJb to go to the registrar and 
lmd the list of shareholders o'f that corn· 
pany." 

~ow. Mr. Roof'r+s, we find from the evidence 
in the bankruptcy proceedings that Mr. 
McCormack was a half-shareholder with 
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iek Heid, and that, as a CaUinct 
!1c a~:-.i..;tf:cl to 1n.1t tlnough t,h(• 

purcha· ·_, of the Ininr·s Gy the Uuv\.'nnneut 
for £40,000. 

L"\.t 2.5 p.ll1., 

~11r. FuY (K•u '·)(!). 
Chai1111r :1. 

eh:lir. 

0l1(' 0£ thL' r;ancl of 
rl'lievf•d tlw Cha.ir-

TlH ,\TTORXE\'-GE~EJL\L: .\g,in, I 
repe d. lhHt thar 1vas Ulldt~sira.hJe for a ..:\Iini:c;­
ter oi the Cru~ 11. It \Vas irnpropcr conduct 
f(Jf a .;\tiiui. ter of tlu' C 0',\'11 io do ·that. 

T~1u lt'a_,e ~\·c·~"O ta!~en up in ] dl71 and 1ven~ 
worKed pt·ontao1y ~o1· ."OHH; Yc:n·.-:.. l\Ir. 
:VfcCormac:k Hat( I in Pnrl:iarucnt Gll 4th No­
vember, H'26. that lead w. s ;dliug at £60 
pPr ton at the tirne. Tho lJricn 1vas high 
for ~oJnP .n-'<Us tlurjng 1i-1e war pc·riod; but, 
after dw \\ a1·, it ~~Tadually dPc:li1u.~i. as in 
the CH:-,t~ of otlJC'r ruinerals, until at ihc date 
o: the 1le to tlw Gon'rnmeut it had 
slumpe-d to £2G 155. pc:' ton-an unproiitable 
pric<'. Again, in the baJ•luuptcy proceed­
ings it is disclosed that, while the mines 
were working, a profit of £3,000 w,.s made. 
The mines gcncmlly bccun,o unprofitable to 
work, and jt 1vas then decided that a change 
of ownership was desirable, and th0y -were 
unloaded on to the GoYcrnmcnt at a cost 
of £40.000 of public money. 

S])('aking at th<J TownsYillo Labcur Con­
'entiou in J\Iay. 1928, :\lr. :/.IcCormack, 
referring to the Clnllagoc srnelters, said-

.. He knew that, as lead had dropped 
horn £40 to £20 a ion, it was an impos­
sible proposition, and he did not favour 
subsidising an industry to the extent 
it was being subsidised." 

Because of the fall of lead to £20 a ton 
the UoYerrnnent clo::;od dovi'Il the :::rnelter~ 
and throw hundreds of men out of "ork. 
The sarne GoYerrluH."-n'. hoiVC\-C'l', decided 
upon the purcha-;e of thP .:\Jungana 1nines 
for £40.000. when lead 1vas nructicallv at 
the came pr:ic~ ·-£20 155. 4d. a \on. Thrtt is 
how the: prm-e-1 to uc friPn<ls of the 
\\-Orkf r.). 

Con1ir~g lJ<'t('k to :\Iou11t l:-:1, I rc·pcat that 
it is an uufortunate thinq· that tbe hon. 
rnmnbPr foL· \Varrcgo ".t·<.u a-ble to bring this 
1nin0 hc-'fOl'l· )lr·:-, .... l'::i. Theoclo1·o and ~lcCor-
mack, aJJd llwn1 ~ha.n•s fqr nn1hing. lt-
:i.s a g-rud· ihat ::;;:uch a thing ~~vas e1el' 
br-Jught ia 1tlCll like tho hon. 
H1cmber foL· u lli_Eung .:__-.Jnlpa.ny 

could i111 o Padjarnt·nt :-:ur~l 
".nJ 111d r1ce or get to tako 

fer notlti1J'", that 
Cro'"tl -· 

uot 

\\'. FOHli"\X S:VH'l'H (Jf,ulap): l 
1 tici11a to to son1c extent in thi., 

lJ..;tcnPd wiLh ~on1e att<'ntioa to 
o~ tlh") _\tt Jl'L··y-Gcnt~ra l's f'pccch 
SlllCc: n1y fl'tnrn £eon1 the Kortl1. 

iir3t llJdtcr I hcud him deal with wn;; 
rnatt•>r of tl1c construction of ihc Duchess 

to 11on11t 1sa railway. That railv,ra..-.? v-:as 
approYed by Parliarrwnt on the rccon1n.,1enda­
tion of the Public \Vorks Commission, on 
\>hich both sides of the House wore repro-

Pnt .d. '_n { :h~tusti-.;o inquiry Inadt.. 
by 1 hat cJn1mi~·,,iou, '" hi<l1 f'Prtain 
J'ccmnin· ·nllation Those rccomrncndations 
\\'NP cmbr><iiccl in a Railway Bill, presented 
to this Parliament, ,nd c"nied without 
diYi<ion and 1rithout dissent. Ii \VRS kno\Vn 

nd stat<>d in tho rourso of the debate, as 
·' lhnsat•d" •,-ill ,how, that certain indi-
\-idurtl::;.; f:hnreholdcrs in cr-·riain leases 
oH that fj, Tlwt wets op' nl:· stated in this 
HouH'. ancl it \va·- ~.:ornrnon knoY:ledgo to 
tlw:;(-; rncLlbl'l'~ of tho .ti}nS.:.3 ·who were inter­
' ·tcd in the debate. 

I want to ea 1l tttt.clltion, howcYer, to what 
! 1.10 _-\ ttol'lH'Y-Ur-ueral said •:ith reference to 
I he p;u,ing of that J3iil through aJI i! < stages 
in onC' dl-'. If i-ho ~-\ttornov-Gencral ·were 
th \YPll a( ~~.~_;winted with par]iarnr:nhuy pr3.C­

! ic<' a~ yon an'. ldt. Frv. he \VOLdd know 
that to\~·unls tl~c end ,)f~(·.ory :ession of 
Parlinrne11t 1 he Standing Orders ar.·e sus­
pended to proYidc for the pas·,ing of a Bill 
through al] it:;; .tages in one daJ. As a 
martcr of £ad, the first Bill introduced hy 
1 iH• GoYPflllllt'llt of which he is a 1nember 
"as carried nndcr the '·anw proeeclure. The 
i'rc1niPr C'Hn n1ove at any ~L:·,ge that -::o much 
of th(~ 8ta11Jing Orders be ~uspendcd as 
wr,uld othl"l'\Yi,.::Q prC'·n~nt a Bill passing 
tla·ou~-h all iis stag·e.-, in one day. It is done 
f1 equcutly in "very session of Parliament so 
that bmin0s·; can be concluded and the House 
givcn an opportunity to a-djourn a .. nd go into 
reef'·.~. I venture to predict, having regard 
to the late opening of Parliament, that 
it the Co,-enmwnt ha.Ye mnch legislation not 
0·et, given ]](·i ice of, the Premier will do the 
~anw thing- in thi-.. session; "0 that there 
i·; no ~igniiiraneo whateYer in the point the 
.\i lom<'y-Gc•nci·al sought to labour. 

Let mp quol" this further point: That 
railwa.Y wa~ built for t.he purpose of develop­
iw:r what \;-as. kllown a:::: a ve,·y valuable 
•ttincral flcld. EH'ryonc qualified to report 
on that mall<'r indicated that it was a field 
\\·i th a ypry rich and extensiYe ore-body, 
whjch. \\·ot'kf.'d on a largE' ~ca1e, woultl give 
<t \'PilUPs of l tHplc: rncmt for large numbers 
of men nnr1 n1ateri~d!y ro;;-:;ist the re·,ourcfs 
of tbis Stale by bringing to the surface 
we-alth 1-vhieh at that t:irne ,_,·as down jn_ 
the' bo~._ P}~ of the~ • ,nth. Th;~ passa;se of 
that railwrL.v •,a.-) jn~tific·cl in C~<t y detaiL 
ri'hc Co\-;•i'llHif'lli ·:f any C'OU1Jil'y ar:J j'--!Stified 
i)r pl'O"\ idiil'l.' -!';Jcilitic~ f( r the dcYcloprn.cnt 
of a11 mln··ra t fi(•]ds. prov1clcd that th·~ bona 

an~ ( ~tahli';hc•J and jt 
J'i orc-bodles there~ 

J~:v<'lopinq­
an~ thing in 

lwi'ore <:lt'. t!al 
.'ltl\? rrrb" a 

~]~ll'lli-- 1fl 

a'~'··>, 'n "· \\Lich 
.~; <l r, ~. 

larC?.e UrJOllL -.: 

I ~·m s, ti··fit ,] 
J,o :tion -..yill 

, 111'11 a 

ing of that ay \Vi:" in tht> public JI1tcre ts 
and ill the iEtcro.,ts of the d< velop!nont of 
tlw State. 

The ATTOU:SI.:Y·GE:SEHAI.: .\ncl t•f sorno of 
lho nlinisters. 

!tlr. Smilh,] 
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Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I am putting 
thE> case as it appears to me. I mentioned 
eEtrlier in my speech that it was >>'ell known 
when this Bill was before the House that 
cert"1,in InemberR of Parliarnent Wl~re finan­
cially interested in a cenain con1pany. 1~he 
speech of the l:lon. member for Enoggera to 
that effec.t can be looked uv iu " 1-Jansard." 

As to the propriety or otherwise of mem­
bers of Parliarnont interesting thcn1sclvcs in 
mining· or ;my other form of development. 
that is a matte~ for ihe individual con­
cerned. Does ihc Attornoy-Gcncral or any 
other Minister in the Cabiuet say that, be­
cause tht:y nro ~1inisters of the Crown, they 
shall be denied the right of ordinary citizens 
in taking shares in a conlpany or spoculuiing 
in n1ining ventures? Evt rJ. 0110 kuow:3 that 
all forms of investment with regard to mines 
are a speculation whereby large profits ma:· 
bo r,,ado or, as frequently happt'll·', the 
inve.tor or speculator losPs the lot. 

What has been establi,hed is that certain 
members were shareholders in that .-entur<', 
and that they were fortunate enough to be 
shareholders in a venture that was profit­
able to them. There is nothing ilkgal at 
all in that practice. It has not been laid 
down at any time either in this or any otlwr 
Parliament that a member of Parliament, 
because he is such, is aenied the ordinary 
rights of any other citizen of the State. 

I want to raise this point: CPrtain statc­
m·ents and allegations have been rnade in 
this Chamber which are of a Yery far­
reaching character and invol.-e the honour 
of various mombe1·s of Parliament and pubhc 
men in this State. The nanws of Mr. Theo­
dore, the hon. member for Cairns, the hon. 
member for Paddington, and the hon. mem­
ber for \Va.nego haYc hoen used in this 
connection. Again I repeat that. when the 
Bill was passed, ihesc men were known to 
be interested in the Mount ha iielc!. 

The Sm;:tmV.RY l'OR H.ur.wws: That is not 
true. Only one wa::". 

Mr. v,~. FOHGA"i S::VllTli: l do J;ot pro­
!lOse to take uny notice of ,~ny int<·rjt ('tiou:-­
that r:omc from the front Trcao;urv bc'nch. 
I am rnaking 111~7 own poiur..-. { 1r:rfain alh·­
gations a.:ffecting the> honour of Inc.utbe.1·s 
of Parliurn£'nt have. Leen ~made ln thi:-. Ch:nu­
ber. I do not ~tand foe "\Vrongdoin~. lnal­
practicc, or corruption on thC' pan of an:'-7 

individual. no matter hmY highly plac·ed lw 
may be. Tlw more highly plan'd a m a 11 i; 
the higl1er ;_,tt.ndard he sbonkl hnYP. 

GovERNc"l·.NT l¥1K'IBERS: Hear, hc·ar: 

Mr. W. FORGA'\' Sl\IIT;!: C'rtai11 nil<'· 
gations haYc bef'H rnadc' to ihe elf('C'l that 
rnen1bcrs of .Parlian1t:"'nt. for a con~idt•rat ion 
to bP obtd.inr>d, HHM1e u:-:c of rl!cir offic, to 
obtajn ecrtain {'Onrlition:->. If 1 h(~ ':tat:-,mcnt:-:. 
mad.- by hon. 111\:'Jnbcrs oppc,,jtp 111ean :tny­
thin6·, th~ y nH'lU1 that. ThC>y lnPaJl. so far 
as anythin; can be definitf•, that nwrnbers 
of Parliarnent on the Go,·crtllnL·nt :-;ide at 
that tlrne agreed to build a, xailway beca.u~t' 
thev \Vl f1nancia11v intel'('"tf'd in tht· 
de,;o1opmeut of ihnt fi0ld. Thai i:' the gT<tYa­
men of the all~"gatlon;:;; that ha \·e bct~ll nuuiP. 
I was a. 7·'ernbc:r of that Co\·(·n:nwttr. J an1 
:uot al,vare of any \rrongdoi.ng by any rnember 
of that Covernn1cnt. So far a.;. I ant con-
cerned, a1n not inten.·~tr>d nnr pPnn:v OIH' 
way or other in thP ::\iou!1t Jsa field or 
any otlH-r lleld. Hon. lllPmbers opposit<' 
know that . 

. 8mith. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuliLIC L.\NDS: Did yoa 
know the others \Ycro? 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: As Leader of 
the Labour Party, I take this opportunity 
to challenge the P rcn:ier of this. ~tate to 
forrnulrte charges against the Indn~Jdual o.r 
indiYidttals cuJH'erned, "nd deal wtth them 
accordiug to the ordinary legal processes. 

Three courscs arc open to the Goycrurnent. 
Ollc is this: If charges could be formulated 
and a pri1ua facie case PStablished, t~en 
till' men concerned should be procee~wd 
against nndcr the Criminal Code. If a 
~.~ iuister has been g-ui~ty of any offence 
agctinst the law, the Attorney-General lmowo 
that it is hi; duty to proceed agamst hrm 
af'eonlii1g to the orclinar~x processes of =>the 
Jaw. \nother eoursc aYallable to the I r<'· 
1njer is that. if thc circurnstanccs surro_u!rd­
ing- the whole case giye rjsc. to just susp1cron 
-justifv the pcoplo m havmg grave doubts 
about t'hc bona fides of any action on the1r 
part-then the Premier can appoint a Itoyal 
Commission to inquire into the matter under 
1 he Official Inquiries EYidence Act and ha;-c 
the whole thing probed to the bottom. 

l\lr. JoxE~: They will not do that. 

:Yir. \V. FORGAN SMITH: Another 
r:ourse ayailable to the Government apphes 
particularly to the individuals who made 
these allegations. It is ope!' to them to get 
on the public platform m J3nsbanc and r?pe~t 
on the public platform what they sa1d ,n 
this Chamber. 

ClPPOSITIOX MniBFRS: Hear, hear l 

l\lr. W. FORGA);' S:YIITH: Those three 
courses trc' open to the GoYe~·n_ment, the 
third Oil<' being open to the md1v1duals who 
made those ailegations. I contend th~t 
parliamentary privilege. is a matter that Js 
ucpablc of gt\"tYC abuse m the hands of men 
who are prepared to say thmgs for pnrpo~es 
othl'l' than for the public good. Under parha· 
1nC'nt1.ry lJrivih"gc a 1nmnb~r of Parlian1c:;~ 
cnn tear cYcr; shrccl and tatte-r of a mah H 
rPputation a way, ll}ltl tl:at 111?-ll h~s n_o_ leg~~ 
r<·rncd.v for nllythmg that '" smd 111 thl· 
Chnmbet·. J3nt, if the _leg~! processes of 
tht la\\ ar0 jr;yokccl, Beit1sh Jngtwe ?pe~·at~s, 
!,nd tht• parhP:.~ coiH'('rned can be .11eaid rn 
cldem·0 and f'Yidcnce sifted by a proper body 
110t inflncn{'Cd t) the slightest degree by 
politi('al mn.]0\-olf'nec. ThPsc aYPllUC'S ar(• 
""ail able to thP (~on•rnmeut, end on beh!'lf 
of the LalJCJUI' .Party I take tlns opporturnty 
of challPngin:; tlJP GoY0l'n!nC'nt. to do tbesc 
thing". If t!lO Covcrnrnr_:>nt farl ~o l\ro~f'f2d 
nclording- 1o the lines I havf~ llH'ntlon00.; 1hPn 
1 nrn ju~·Hfic:d ln sa,,v_int.t. and thP pnblw. an' 
j : 1 :-:;tifir~d in conc:1uthng. that . thc~c .thu1gs 
· rn rnPrC'b~ t-'-irrt~d np IVtth a YJew to 

a poli·1-iL.1l adva_ntagc duo i;o the 
Fct!Pr 1 clr'c~wn. ?'hat r~ the 
r and ch·flllitC. 1.:hen' ~'"' _no 

:bout it. I chal!eJige the Prenller 
i·q (·onH~ out frorn the CO\Yard's cas_tle 
uf tl:trljmnontnr_·· privi_lcge and take act1on 
Ll ccord: rn2; to tlw orduw r~.~ J~~~:;al proc:es~es 
~.:-'i: nnt i:1 th" ;;ta1ntC's of thi~ Sta1t>. 

1\Ir. BEDFnHJ>: IIcrrr, hc~n ~ 

Mr. \Y. FOIW \'; S1\IITH: This ca,,e 
J'P.lniur1~ IU<' of a ycrv irnportant caf'c that 
h pp0ned ~onL· vcars Ugo \vith regard to_ t:h 
\'Iarconi Co111r tlly. The ::\Inrconi Con1pan;. 
wa.:-: launchfd rnan~~ years DJ""O. and, due ver:v 
ler.:relv to the c:xhaordinar:"· dcvclopmcr:t pf 
IYit·p]p.~s ftJHl thP contrrlercia.l and int('rnabo!lal 
Jl()t)d of thnt sPn'ice and that facility bt'Jng 



Supply. [9 OcTOBER.] Supply. 797 

made available to the people, certain things 
were done. The British Government con­
trol the postal services in Great Britain, 
and theY have a controlling interest in 
various cable companies. 'fhey have an agree­
ment with these companies to do certain 
things for and on behalf of the Britioh 
people. A contract was entered into by the 
Postmaster-General of that day with the 
Ma.rconi Company which gave the postal 
authorities certain rights that were patentee: 
by that company. Those rights were sold to 
the British Government, or to the British 
Poetmaster-G eneral, for a considerable sum 
of money. Immediateh· the British Govern­
ment bought an interest, so to speak. in 'he 
Marconi Cam pany, its shares naturally rose 
on the various exchanges where thev were 
listed. The fact of the Postmaster-General 
entering into a fa1·-reaching agreement with 
that company indicated to the investing 
public generally that _this company's affairs 
wore sound, and that 1t wa" a company that 
was Iikelv to develop its ramifications over 
a period o£ years. As a consequence, shares 
rose from " very small amount to a verr 
large amount. After this had been done it 
was discovered that Lloyd George, then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in Great 
Britain, Sir Rufus lsaacs, Lord Birken· 
head, and various other prominent members 
o£ Parliament and members of the British 
Government held vendor shares in that com­
pany. 

Hon. members on the Government benches 
11·ho are speculators will understand the 
significance o£ that term. Charges were 
made in various circles about the propriecy 
or otherwise of Mr. Lloyd Gcorge and other 
members of the British Cabinet holdino­
shares in a company with which the Post 
master-General had just concluded a con­
tract remunerative to that company. I\ 
judge of very high standing was appointed 
as a Royal Commission to investigate tho 
charg~s thoroughly. The whole matter was 
investigated right to the foundations. All 
the e.ffair, of the company, and all the affail's 
of the individuals implicated were investi­
gHtccl mo;t thorouo,-hly by the Commissionet. 
!VhPn the COinmi~r.;ioner presented his rcpor1; 
1t we.s to the effect tlwt nothing illegal had 
been clone and that no maljl'racticc of aw' 
kind \'-h1tSOE.'YC'l' had bPe-n di~clO'H~d nt thC' 
1nquir.'·· That ,. as the basis of the report. 
Tht'. Llcn corH'ernC>d wnre g-iven arnplc oppo!'­
hnrt~ to have th0ir cr>,s<::~ fullv n.JJd frf'('J:; 
statE J before u tribunal free flvn politic,;: 
1na Je\~o lE' nee. 

Ld- n1c repPat 3f!ain 
C('fP 'd at all about thP 

iwlividwd. I a1 1 

of the J)uche:.- _ 
good po:ie.p 
out, no 1natter \Yhat Goycrn1n0nt 
in I b licYc that to be> 
t'~ke O'v;ortunit, cf agu~n 
the Prenlier to con1e ont in~o the 
has <:m· fNmdrrtion in fact for the 

not. con 

H1Pc1e b.v }Ji:->. C'ollc<tgnf", and gi\-c iht•"e indi+ 
Yidun. h 1'onecrn0d British lu~~ticr. <1Ud h ( \~r 
the r11te·'-.hon dealt \Vitlt by tlw ordin, 1')7 1et·.: t 
prates -c~. 

0PPOfiTIOX }lE)fBERS : Hear. hear ! 

Th0 PHEMIEH (Hon. A. E. :\Ioot· 
Az!b~(Jn?i\, \vho \Yas rPc0ivcd \vith Go~;ern 
nwnt eh, c1·s. •aid: The Leader of the Opnn· 
sition h~s nut un [ID c-xtraordinarv <'asc fnr 
a nHUi who b~h8vnd in tbe '-\·.iV he hns 
behaved in this Chamber during. the la;t 

three years. I want to say quitB definiteiy 
tho,t I supported the Duchess to M'ount Isa· 
Rail way Bill. I see nothing wrong with rt. 
It was for the benefit of the State. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: If you had been 
Premier of the State, would you have 
built it? 

The PREMIER : Most decidedly. I •ay 
that quite openly. There has never been any 
question that the Duchess to Mount IBa Taii· 
way meant a good deal for this State. Th•~ 
only question at ;.take is the proprietv or 
decency of the action of one individual who 
was vitally interested making a distribution 
of shares for nothing to certain Ministers 
of the day and others. 

Mr. BEDFORD : Two and a-half yeaTs before 
the railwav started. 

The PREMIER : It would be nothing 1f 
these gentlemen had purchased those share~. 

Mr. W. FoRGAN SMITH: Some members of 
your party had shares listed on 'Change. 

The PREMIER: It was not the right 
and proper thing for those Ministers to 
accept shares in the company f·rom a m<tn 
who was vitally interested~ If they did so, 
then it. was their lookout. The point of view 
we have to face is that one member of this 
Assembly, very much interested in the build 
ing of the railway, made gifts to Cabinet 
Ministers. 

Mr BEDFORD: And to twenty other people 
outside. 

The PREMIER : It does not matter i.f 
the hon. member for \Varrogo :;ave share' 
to 5,000 people outside of Parliament; the 
only people that he, who was interest£d in 
the building of the railway, should not have 
g-iven shares to we>re C.1binct Ministers in this 
Hou,. 

}f:. BEDFORD : The only thing thz.t matters 
is the motive. 

Tlw PRR/vliER : I do not say that there 
j,, any corruption, but I do s&y that tha 
"'''hole n1atter boars aver~ un-;,avour . .:c appear· 
allf'("). If it were hon. n1en1ber~~ on thi si~,. 
of tho Churnbcr who had been irrrnl:icat(~d. 
J1011. n1crnh0r.-; oppo;ite wonld hn.vc ·r ~i~ d r1 

JJU<~-ancl-cr,\ throHghout Queensland as to 
1 h~: proprif'ty of their doing so. I s2y 
in 1 ~;i:. c::t.~e that, Yd1iJe m a} 
llaYe LPcn no n1alp"actice, yet. 
titHle·irctble. It is tru0 that 
~,\-ott!Ll l:aYc heen built in the 
it ,,·n:- lH1ilt, whetlL'x sh:' res 

or not. Looking at 
nci11t. of virnv of fairnc~s 

do' ~-'l' ,, in J'Ijni.-:tcr· 

[2.:'~ p.m.] 

tnembrr 
a bont to 

of a raih·:ay 
thn v-lqo of 

bv 300 or 40\• 
jl1;3tify i·;,. ' 

.\lr .• Jo!\r> ~ l <'Prtaln1~ purc'L1,..:;ed Bha:r~\s. 

Th• PIU<::\fiEH: T "m not doo 1rtic;!l' lh;t;, 
1·he hoil. mf'mlY'l' putch.:L·\cd ~orne s~'·.re·s. 
did L:>(J "i\Il·. rrhcodore and \\.1eC-·riTUH.k 

--I an1 net i dking- about th· t.. the 
inj?rC':Sted, a11d ·nobodv (:J..n ju.­
.\1jnj~trr intc•r("""iing himf:.~~f .no 

a .,peculation of this kind. 

.\[r. BEDFORD: Is £50 worth of shares 
,. viudl,J interesting" himself? 

lion. A. E.111oore.] 
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The PREMIER: l\Ir. Theodore had a lot 
more than that. "'' had l'.lr. J,IcCormack. 
He purcha -ed 250 £20 shares. 

1\fr. BEDFORD: That was a matter of pur­
thasc. 

The PHE:YHER : It is unwise for CC~biuet 
]\.![inisbrc to get into an affair of that sc,··t 
when the~- are in a position to build a rail­
"av >Yhich will cnha.nu the yalue of shn,res 
which they hold. After all. it is not a 
speculatiori". · 

Mr. BEDFORD: It is not a speculation, it 
is the d. nlopmcnt of a .mme. 

r:rhe PRE11JER: 1 au1 admitting the 
d, velopmer1t of n1inir.s; but it cannot be 
for the d._ ,-dopment of mining that these 
::;cntlerr:.en should inkrnt i.hemseh-es in the 
lHtrchase of shares Dr the gift of ~harr;-, 
which, by their own actions, arc going to bt' 
enhanced in y;c]uc. 

J1.1r. W . .!i'onG.\K S'l!lTH: You are only dis­
cussing the E1att0r of indi,-idual propriety, 
v.-hich is cdtirely differ2nt fro1n whut son1c 
of your coll€'agues saiU. 

The PH.EMIER: It is a matter of indivi­
clual propriety, but at the same time the 
whole part:" must accept responsibility for 
what the leaders of the party did. It is not 
rnere1y a qur-.tjon of an individual n1ember 
doing that. 'W!Jen_the Leader of the Govern­
ment and t,·o nf his Cabinet 11inisters 
aecept those \H'cscHts, then it bears a different 
complexion altogether) and the rr1en1bf~rs of 
that party Hn"t accept the responsibility for 
that sort of thing. They cannot get away 
from it. I am not going to say for an 
instant that then~ was .corruption. be. a use 
thn building of that railv.a.> would have gonP 
on exactly the same. At the san1e time, no 
ono cm justify tbtt point of Yiew. I 
rt~membcr ·well the great ~~tir which '' :ts 
f'n-atcd in thi~ Parlin n1ent jn 1914. ·whPn 

Pag-ct \YHS [L{;CUSC:d of vurchasing thr~P 
of Cl'rnPnt from the Raihvay Dcrut­

ment. On0 ould have thought that h-' had 
"old the \:hole- Eailway Department: :vr·t that. 
was notl1ing- in cornparison "\Yith the sort 
oE thing that has f'"One on here. 

GOYEH':':'M: ',lT ];~E'T~ Fli'"': ile~u·. hrn.l·: 

.:O,Ir. BEDFOHLl: 1_,..ou s~l\~ :·onrst'1f that tl!crP 
hits bc-.::1 u.u .cor-;.·uption. · 

well fn1· 
to-dax. 

th<J 
diR 

oppor­
did 

m the lot." 
Co•;ernnlf'nt stated dc~fu1itoly in tld::: 
r that Le knevv \Yho t1w gullt/ par~ie~ 

A GO\'l:'liX}IE~~T l\'lE\JBEH.: \YlH'l'(' i~ lH~? 

The IYRf~l\liTT£1{: Ffo elcar0d ont ovcr;;;0as. 

Mr. KmwAJ>:: \Vlwre is the statcm•,nt? 

.A. E. 

The .PREi\l1ER: It is in "Hansard." I 
dv not \Yant to g~~t on to that que-;tion or 
t) oth0r poinh of Yicw on the Esti1nates 
dealing v. ith the Department of Mines. 
Further opportunity will he giyen to discuss 
thoso other points of view. \Yhat I want to 
get to is that the I>arlcr of th<• Opposition 
raiser] himself up and said he ckrnanded that 

"" " should ho~J an inquiry or t<1.ke legal 
action. 

n:l'. BEDFOHD: \Yily not: 
'l'lw l'RK\llER: \Yhat did the hon. 

gentleman do 'f,vhPu sitting on this ~icle of 
the Ch .m!JCl", \dwn we, as an Opposition. 
111adc thP ~'UH1C derna11d ·: At page 552 of 
" Hansarcl" fol' 1927, tlw then Dtcputy Leader 
nf the Oppcsition. who i- now S"cretttr.~· fol'" 
PulJlic In:struction, sald-

;. rrhat the circurnstancc ~ connected with 
l he purcha~c by the Goyernrncnt of the 
~\luugana 111incs for £40,000 furnished 
gra VC' reasons for suspicion that the pre­
:;:ent Premier (then l-i:on1c Sect·ctary) and 
perhaps other membcre of the Government 
(pn'scnt or past) wrongfully used their 
public positions for the purpose of the 
acquin•nwnt of private gain, the rc]eyant 
f<h:t:-; of this case hcing a.s follows;--" 

Then the hon. gentleman proceeded to cite 
thC' rcleYant facts. 

l\.lr. PEASE: Tlw Anditat·-Gcncrttl was sent 
llp to exarnine. 

Th<' l'RE:ivlTER : This \\·a.s after the 
Auditor-CcnL'l';c] had been up. The Auditor­
Ucneral wv~ ~ent 1111 in 1926 \Yhen thP 
1-\uditor-General did ~o Ull, he di~covered 
that L'Yerc- alkgnlion J made in thi.; Ch1mbcr 
\Y.:.t ~ trut~. 

CoYER~\).lEXT ?vlF'.lBEBS: Hear. hear! 

~lr. Br:DFORiJ: I wouiLl have givf'n you a 
comn1ission on ::vinngann at a.ny !llolncnt. 

Tl;c PRE"idlEH: Bnt the c;ovcrnrnent of 
\rhich the hon. Dic .. nLl'e for \Ya.rn~go \Vas 

n lill~lnl' er wolllcl not give tlw opportunity. 
\Y., made d dlliPitc- du:ngc that rn0rnbers 

ho v:crc }liJJi<tl'l' !J,,c] L · nciitecl 
1::· till' aeh of t~H' Go,·c·rnH<::-nt. 

i\!r. \'\-. FcJRG.\'; S'll'i'H: \Vlw ] •rsOJWJ!y 
l>(T~c!ltt'd ·: 

PRE~riEH: The then Secretary for 
Lnnd-.., for one'. 

?>Lr. \Y. FuE.fiA::\ P,~nTH: Yon :-r1id ":\'Iinis­
tr! " \\~ho WC'l'P the otherC"~ ': 

Tlh' -i)HE).llER: 2\[i'. TLfoclore \Ya;;; an­
otLt ;· "2 _;_ini:-<tcr. 

:\IL -\~~. FonG\:\ 
i!! tilt; CaLinet ;_:t 

: Tb:ot1orc 11 a:::. not 
tintC>. 

Tlu' -PnE=.IIEH: lil' \\·a~ 'when ?viungrrna 
\q.J..; llUl'chaSl'(1. 1 a1n talking about thP time 
ihc took r)l[ICC'. I <liH pointing 

L·,adcr of 
up in 

that 
to 

l\tr. \Y. s~.ITTH: I cha1lt.'llt:!·e ye;u! 

Tl"· F RE:\IIEH : \Y c eh a llcn~0d tho Go­
of the day (o holcl ·an inquiry, 

their honour \\'as at stal:e; yet they 
v' 1·•~' pl't'rmrcd t\) :--it d<nvn rathre than ha vu 
that inquiry. \Yhy? I3ccaus•' we kno\V frorn 

bankrupte_-· procet"•ding:.; that have tn.ken 
' \Yithin tLc last few dr,vs that thov were 

J>ot g·amP io have an inqti'iry. This' state­
ment '·a' marlc· by Mr. 1\lcCormack, as 
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reported on l,nge 1629 o£ ~· IIansard" for 
1926:-

"I n(:cd neyer havo adn1itted any inter­
Pst in l\'Iungana. I could have held it 
111 ~orncbod'\ els~;_;'s narne. I need never 
haYe had iho shares registered in my 
11ame. I entered it as a legitimat.e specu­
lation, and I may say that I have not 
got anything out of it compared with 
the abuse I have got about it. I can at 
least stand before mv fellow-men and 
say that . th0re is nothing dishonest or 
unfuit· in the whole transacti011 as far 
as I a ru concerned"" 

Wh.•.t is the evidence that cc,mes out? 
Mr. PEASE : Go ahead with your Roy 1.! 

Corn1nis~,io11. That is what \Ve ask. 
Tlw l'REl\IlER: I am going ahPad with 

it. If 1 vverl' to ~o on with it now, every 
hon. ffi"tn1~·:r on that side \vould accuse me 
nf breaking rny 'vorcl iD the late Pren1ier. 
• \fler th., election l\Ir. McCormack saw me 
in my oflice, and he asked me about the 
inquiry, and I told him that it would have 
to bo lwlcL I-le asked me if h,, could get 
away} and I said, "Yes, and I will give 
you amp!<' time to got back before the 
inquiry is held " ; and l am 110t going back 
on my prom1se. 

Me. BEDFOlW: You can hold an inquiry 
into iYioum Isa. 

The PREMIER: Thev arc• all wrapped up 
io:;ethPr. There are quite a number of other 
mquirics that can be held. 

I should like to quote what the Auditor­
General had to say in his report of 1927 in 
regard to the transactions of the Fluorspa1· 
Mining Company with the Chi!lagoe 
Smeltc•rs-

" J\t 30th J unP, 1926, tiH' undermen­
tioned credit to the compan\ "as pB,ssed 
through the Suwltcl's' books~-

. Fluorspar, 188.4621 tons a.t £2 15s. 
per ton, £t18 5s. bel., aHd this credit 
cleared tho an1ount owing by the com­
p::tuy. Ttl(~ Smelters' stock-shech at 30th 
,June, 1926. and at th0 time of mv 
vi_it (3bt J aun. n. 1927) d.•nc:tcd iha't 
this (}LlidJtit.'· (188.4621 tons) was on 
luwcl at the Flum par railwo,y siding. 
~ ... \ ~cn1ol' .. EH1it inspeeto~~. )n 
\\-ilh 1\~r. II. 1\ichols. ·\d1o 
po,·arily m of th~ 
Y i~ib:d the the 
April, 
th~ the 
the or the 

',\lilwu;;h lhc J88 to," w·_r;, r,aid 
for l;y credit entry to the cornpany rt 
30th J unc, 1826, and !.ad not beer' 
dclinTc,l nt 30th 1927, a parcel 
<;f 16 ions nureh~ thu ccmpany 
in \1.1g;us( 192v, and 302 tons in No­
YC'mber, 1926, ' ''re lluly delivered to 
th,.::- srnelte1'3, Tho fact thnt the F!uor. 

Cornpan. bot'l'O\Yed 132 tons from 
Sn1c1b r:s' stock-pile in June and 

1926, rnakes it quc:tionable 
tho 183 tor . available for 

bob:l'cn clato2. Tho 
closed down on 17th June, 

tLe can1p<J ign of 1926. 
lna tter the comvany 

'.''ith the Fum pre­
(£510 5s. 5d.) and it 

Srn:-' h ,_~rs to collect tL5 

ld £1,000 ·vvorth of Eharcs 
l\1ining Compan_y also, 

ar<o p ~culiar. '\Ve must 

haYe an inquiry, but I a1n not going 
to have an inquiry until Mr. :VIcCormack 
has an opportunity to b' represented at thaL 
iuquiry. I told him w before he went awa.y. 
l would lmYe had the inquiry before this but 
for t.ha t rc>ason. It is ridiculous for hon. 
members opposite to got up and ~ay they 
challenge me to hold an inquiry. I am pre­
pared tc ho1d it. I hav2 bcl'n asking for 
thic, inquiry for years. 

:0.Ir. PE.\SE: So have we! 

Tlw PRR:VIIRR: The Dopc1Ly Loader of 
tho Opposition says, "' So have wo," buty 
' hen >vc sat on the Opposition sido of th" 
IIou e and "'ked for an inquiry, they denied 
it. IIon. mernbers oppoFlte alv, ays try to 
.2·P! away from the real position. '\Vhon they 
!'nd i!H_ no,;ition as stated by us in this 
Chamber ·is being proved up 'to the hilt­
!'n "f, in t1H' --e\uditor-Gcn~ral's report, and 
scconcli' by t}w examination in bankruptcy . 
>vhm·e it \,as proved that oven the nominef·3 
of Mr. JYicCorrnack signed their own receipts 
after the money was paicl--

:VIr. PnsE: The judge had tu " shake up " 
tln ban·i.stcr \<:ho was prosecuting. 

The PHEM:IER: It ma\ be a little comfort 
to your souls to try to find fault with the 
judge. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Kot with the judg<'. The 
judge found fa,ult with Mr. McGill. 

The PHEMIER: There are various other 
~uggesti\ ~ things connected ·with this. Fancy 
the >varden-the man who has to do with 
tlw gra11ting of these loases~boing given 
credit to the Yalue of thousands of pounds! 
Does it not look peculiar? Would not hon. 
members opposite have thoug·ht it extra­
ordinal".Y if that Fnrt of thing went on while 
\. e v-.:cre in power? 

:\Ir. BEDFORD: 1\Iount IsrL miucs did that . 

Tl10 PRE"'1IER: I do not care who did 
n. \rhrn that extraordinary position occurs_. 

tu rne that \YC n1ust ha\ c an inquiry 
to out the real position. 

::\Ir. BEDfORD: The quickCl' the better. 

The PREMIER: I quite agree with the 
l"1r:. LlC'Tl:lber. 

r.i.'h:::· hO!.l. 

tlte 
qut'sLioned 

£125.080 
v.-a ,. pub![c;]wri 

lll 

ror Ol' a th<~ 
?.lount Isa g_:·oup eon1panics '? 

r,.rr. Thooclore: ::s-o; I ha Ye nu 
interests y. hate ;t'r 

latcr-Friday, the 
na1nc stiil appear~ on 

Li1nitcd, rcgist,~r as 
slw res, balanv: o€ 

former)" held by him. . 

"Pcwciblv Mr. Theoclore had sold th<­
thirty-two "rcmaimng shares prwr to 

Hon. A. E. Moore.] 
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addressing the Labour Conference, but 
the Mount Isa register doesn't show it. 

" The deal was profitable. 
" The market price for Mount Isa when 

Theodore bought the first 5,480 shares 
was 20s. 10~d. 

'' These were resold in parcels ranging 
up to 39s. 9d. 

" The profit, on market quote, would 
be a little over £1,000." 

That shows the value of the shares. I have 
already faid that I think that, for the sake 
of the honour and probity of the Assembly, 
it is abso:utely eosential that we should get 
to the bottom of this matter and find out 
exactly what has happened up at Mount Isa, 
Chillagoe, and Mungana. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I gave you evidence. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member may 
haYe given us part of the evidence. If he 
will read back in 1926 and 1927 " Hansard," 
he will find that Mr. McCormack, when 
standing on this side of the House, said 
that he had told the truth and nothing but 
the tru.th. He said: " I have given you all 
the evidence, and there is no occasion for 
further inquiry." But we find, when the 
examination of a bankrupt comes up, that 
there is every justification for further inquiry, 

Mr. BEDFORD: I am not interested in Mr. 
McCormack. 

The PREMIER : But I am. 
Mr. BEDFORD: You bring on this inquiry 

as quickly as possible. 

The PREMIER : I will bring on the 
inquiry when it suits me, and not when it 
suite' the hon. member. 

Mr. W. FoRGAN SMITH: You bring on this 
debate ''hen it suits you, too. 

The PRKVUER: Oh, no ! 
Mr. W. FORGAX SliiiTH: As a matter of 

fact, the ne,, spapers hrrd tho headline.; before 
this debate took place. 

The PREMIER: Is it not rt.ther amusing 
to hear the hon. member say th~t? The 
Leader of the Cppo,ition gave notic·0 of a 
n ~elution in this H~ousc to diHallo,,Y an 
inco1no t~Lx regulation. \Ve t':avo hi1n an 
opportunity t<J debatCJ it, but not• onCJ hon. 
n.r>mbcr on that sid,, cf the Chamber was 
gan1e to open his n1outh on the ~ubjcct. 
Thes v, ere all as t::v11e a· kittens, and rr1ado 
all fl.crts of e--cusct'.. \YDI!clcrin. r hn;v 

it. 'T];ea the ..._ 
the hon. 
of 

:.\lount 
him the 

to ~ ~y on it, but he was 
"t tlw opportuni1 y to do 

keep qu:ci. (Govorn,.1c 
) L·Jt 1. ant to :: t,'"i a 

m;rr.:l.v wa1·1ts to put it on 
~o that crtn go t.o his 

·~ I for an 
v.:itb I \\a!Jt 

"'At to the 
<.u:d is gu1ltv. \Ve \Va.·.t 

to :·0• if wo carmot prosecute rhose ·who are 
\'l~J ilOt \ I·t t.o g•~t ·in t}H~ 
that ln.t-:' Governrnent gut j_nto 

\thrn sent t!J~~ l<'H'. Audit-r-Ccncnd, 
.Mr. Hobcrtson, and later l\lr. Bc11l and others 
to !!o into th~ Chi !lugnc busi~t ··S. Tho'-~O 
goni1emPn cam· bn.ci;;: a:nd said, n \Vc hav{; 
found malp1acticcs and false baianco-sheets" ; 

[Hon.< E. JJ1oore, 

yet nothing was done except that t!.o general 
manager was clisn1isse:d. 

Mr. PEASE: ·was it not referred to the 
Department of Justice? 

The PREMIER: I do not know. 
Mr. PEASE: Well, I say it was. 

The PREMIER: When it is definitely 
stated hv the Auditor-General that a false 
balance-sheet has bt?Pn issued, there is no 
ocra.sion to refer it to the Department of 
Justice. 

Mr. \V. FORGAN S~!ITH: They have to sec 
if they can take action. 

The PREMIER : Hon. members opposite 
had ample opportunity to go straight ahead 
if there were malpractices. 

~Ir. W. FORGAN SMITH: You cannot make 
your own rules in the law courts, as you 
can here. 

The PREYIIER: The hon. member is 
inferring that the Crown Law Office was 
against a prosecution. He was a member of 
the Government at that time, and he should 
have known. 

Mr. \V. FoRGAN SMn'H: He was not a, 
member of the Government. 

The PREMIER : If these men were so 
careful about the honour and honesty of 
Parliament, a.nd they had directed an 
inquiry, and it had turned out like that, it 
was their dutv to know. It is no use wait­
ing until they are out of power and then 
saving, " vVhy do you not go ahead?" 
(G-overnment laughter.) 'I'hey had the oppor­
tunity to go right ahead ; but, now that the 
chickens arc coming home to roost, they 
say, ''\Ye challenge the Premier to give us 
8,11 inquiry." (G'overnment luughter.l That 
is all very well. This inquiry will come on 
when it suits m<>, and when tho proper 
opportunity arist''i. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Prior to the next elections. 

The PREJ\IIER: I will give Hw hon. 
me'T!ber for Cairns time and notify him. I 
shall net not:fy him by cccble, but I Bhall 
1'otify him and give him the opportunity 
to be here. I do not w~r.t to hurry !Ji,n back, 
or I ;nmld have had the irquiry beforE' 

J'.Ir. BEDFi:lilD: Have an inquiry into Mount 
I:<c..,. stra1,r;rht away. 

\Y. FnnriAN :3:\iiiTII (.llaclca'J): The 
of the GoYcrrnnen1 i'3 atwass interest-

when he gnh Ul), but a i-H~ru_:-;nJ of 
trd" will sho'v hi<11 _hat 11~~ h?s said 

dra1 111ore t:mn he irE• ndcd to F-..iY 
r:f.Jt up. 

~ 1 ::-tE~,;E:-· 

CovE ·~..::·,m~T '''"t·:!1iBEB: I-Te i::;; pla.vi::~g the 
g,Ene \rith :~JcCorm:-t.dc 

l\lr. W. FCJRCi '1.=" SJ\IfTH: Tha.t int•rj('c­
tion f'Uib mP. \Vhat. happen< d in connf'ction 
with that is that the hon. member for Cairns 
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interviewed the Premier and told him that 
lw was in hn.cl health ar;d desired to receive 
mC:'dical t1·cutrn0nt ovcr.~cas. 

The PRL\HER : Y cs. 
;\fr. W. FORGAN SJ\HTB:: He further 

asked hi:m vvhPn he intended to proceed with 
the_ ).J~u:':;·ana inquiry, be,~ause, naturally, ho 
dcs!l'ccl to be here whc,1 the inquiry took 
place. 

The P_r~;""\ULH: Quite right. 
Mr. W. FORUAN S:\HTIJ: 'l'ho p,·emier 

told tho h<Jn. member for Cairns that he 
:oulc~ ~-;,af~-.::ly rro oYeT~llS, and th1.t, if an 
1nqn1 r.v \V<J s to be he~d -it v, ould not he 
hf'ld in his absence, and' he v.Tordd have an 
Ojoport unity to attend. 

rrhc PRC::\lLEH: Quite right. 
, Mr. _W. FOHGAl\' 8:\.liTH: Quite right. 

'lhcro rs nodllng wrong with that. Had the 
hon. _men:bcr for C.cims bt>en told by the 
Prc11~1cr 1 ~1at _he Hlic~J('d to prccced with 
the J~lYf' t1gatron stnug~:t away, he would 
not rla\'·: gone. I'S tha.t not clPn.r ar:.d 
dcflnit·'? So far ?·, th"t i.o concerned tho 
sooucr that in-.:~._,"tigatioH or iucruiry takes 
place tlw brtt<.>r. 

The l'm:l\m::n: lie told me that there w~s 
no occa~:<on fc,r an:> inquir:y 1.nto 1\Iungana. 

Mr. W. F()HQ.-'\;\1 81\llTH: I do not think 
t.her'J is 1nv·)clf. I iL:tirnated to the Pre1nier 
1hat I was not ccncerned about \.'hat he: or 
nny of Li~; part:) kn(:w, bnt what I v.as con­
eel n:.:-d with \\a,··) v, ha,t they F tiJ they d.d 
Lot kr:o·w. Let me re~1c 'lt that, It do~s 
nc.t ~ui1 hon. IllEJT1hcrs oppo~:, te to probe 
ihrl gs to the bottwn, If thev can ere 1te 
f;UspH'ion in i._}:o t~ublic 1nind a'nd kc'cp th~tt 
Ull.ca::sllL_ s.s gou.g as lnr g as f'JS3ihlc, then it 
su;t; th 1r purpo~e f'_tr bott r th'ln havi,:g 
tbp \Yhole thl11£ finauscd. Th0re are sorne 
1nc:1J.b.,;r" of the UovcrnJncnt who are verv 
c;.p ~b}e .in sou1c dircctio:1~, an~ in discus:JiLg 
tne Est1matcs of the Mmcs Uepartment rt 
1s llcccs;;ary to rr_;fer to the nt'tttcr. I want 
to say dci1r:.itoly that. if " dL~t" \Vr~re gold, 
1~~ p;,co;;cnt Govern ncnt ·would haYe the 
rrche't gol·dmine in the ''or! d. So far as this 
party j, concerned, w·e desire that this 
matter should be prcbed to the bottom. We 
consider that it is the dntv of the Premier 
to do that. If lw does not do it. then we 
can dra,, our own conclusions, and the pub­
Ire wrll dra :V their own conclusions, too. The 
Prcmwr sard that the GoYernment of wh.ch 
I was a member had seven years in which to 
probe the matter to the bottcm. 

The P RDIJER : Y cs. 
Me \V. FOH.GAN SMITH: As a matter 

of fnct, all the ir.vesti['ltions that we made 
vf the time and since failed to elicit satis­
faetory cv:dcncc 0:1 whreh a pri,na f,wie case 
could be based, Hm,·oycr, a new fac·tor has 
ne,. cntcor· d the arena. One of the prin­
crpo]., ll:1s rrppro.1Chcd the Prcrni<'r. It is 
rather rcmark:ble that immediately he 
b:=ro ~"'\. Pre!n1er . one o,f the princ:pals 
appro 1 r_ r~ hnn \Vlth a v1cw to the r\.turn 
of £3 500 .. That S(Hne indivldu:~l has now 
n1vrk· definite charges, so th 1t th~ whole 
po -ir :o,, is eu1 irc·ly different from wb:1t it 
\\·as \\ h(.'n \'\-e \V ere a Go\?ernnl(:nt. I rcncrrt 
U t.h:~ ~ii11istr:v are anxious to get at' th~ 
;aC't'-' r:~;h~~r tha!l rrr;tte ;UI utntasphcrn 
'f' o:;r b:e to t~crr party, Lh•cy will accept 
i11r ct~<~J!cngc I nn.Ye 1na.de. 

Mr. ZER (Uympi ) : The busine" 
b•fc:·r CharnLer ;, the ccmsdcration cf 
ih: ppropriotion of £17-:22 for the Deuart­
mcPi o·f ).I.nc: for 192'3-30. To me. a new 
IIll'n:bcr, rhc procedure seems somewhat 

1S2:J-3 D 

strange. It appears that an hon. member 
<'in speak on any subject at all in connec­
tion with the mining industry. Since I have 
been sitting in this Chambc';l' the remark has 
been hurled acrms at us that the new mem­
bers on this side aro Parliamentarfy new­
churns; that we do not understand the pro­
c0durc; and that \VC should follg_w the 
1:xawple set by hon. mcn1bers opposite. Their 
method is so sLr8ngc and f:o cun1bersome 
that I do not feel inclined to follow the 
procedure. Uf r:nuse, l prrstnne that, as I 
become experienced, I will have to drop 
lJJto lin.: <:llJd de exactly 1 Jw s:uno as every 
other hon. Inenrbcr do('''· I-[on. n1t:-1nbers seem 
to g-et· awoy from th.· subject alkgether; 
hilt to me it Fcerr,s ulelr tltat we could vote 
th~~ nrru1unt ilnt!lCdjatc1y nncl get right on 
with the: hu:-)il:css of th0 rountrv. \Vhv are 
hon. ,mBmbers always playing to the gallery 
tend to thfl people outside? 

:vir. r-1A'\LO"-;: 8o thnt tbl' Governlnent can 
get in their slime for the elections. 

l\L·. TOZEH: \Vhy are hon. members play­
in~: to the omsidll gallery-to the man in 
the 'tn ·:t 1 

JVlt'. l..:t:r.co: We have tolrl them the truth. 
and they t 1on't like it. · 

7·lr. TCJZEH: Playing to the gallery doos 
not upr,c,d to 111c: a bit. lu co:1n0ctian v;ith 
JniniJJg, "hut CoPs r~ppcal to r:e is our 
Y;gorou~ n1iniur· policv, 1\ith g-enerous a~sist­
aLcc for pru~p~ctiJJg, ~One of thl~ best thiJ:gs 
tLut cou!d huppcu in the ir;.ter~st'3 of QucensR 
la~1d and i!l the int xests o£ the uncmpioycJ 
woulJ lllo 1h0 Je-:eloprncnt or the discovery 
ol anotlwr 11Ii11iug licld. I think it was in 
JSSl th1t guld '" s discoven'cl in Au:;:traEa~ 
tind it \ras th:J n~c~uts of bringing Australia 
to tL frc!~t. ud p"a,__l1cally 1naking Aus· 
tra lia. a 113-tion. 

Th.:n, l1\ 1~·::7, Vi;hen things t;·~rc at an 
exceptionally low ebb in Quueusland, and 
ilLTe un,__lnploynH.:r.:t, indu -tri:1l unrc~t, 
and all "' Lcco1npanying eYils, ,sold was dis-
ccvLrcd Pt Gympi0, only 106 mile~ fro;n Bris~ 
l:anr·, w1Jich f<V< •. IJew life to the State. 
It gJvo n11ploy1ncnt to the peoplP. In a 
V(•rv short tin1c there vyen~ ~o1ncthing liko 
3: ()JO !Ddl on th<tt iielcl. That is the very 
thing we want ·1t this tiJne-tho discovery of 
son1r~ n ~w goltl1icld which \Yould create 
i11dustry and give employment to the people 

I h.ne Leen following mining for a con­
sidcroble number cf vcars. I haYc boen 
interestt·d chit ;Jy in Gy.mpie, bnt 1 have had 
interhts at Croydo:1, at tlte Starcke River 
ln the Cooktown di.~tri:::t, Ch:trtcrs Towers~ 
Havtnsi\oc,.:l. at 1\lount Ca.nnind~Lh on the 
Dawcs Range, and at Mount Morgan and 
the Devil's Mountain. If >>e could develop 
a mining field in Queensland, we would be 
doi11g so J,cthiLg of son1e use and conferring 
a considemble benefit on the people of 
Queensland by creating emp:oymer;t. 

I "·ish to r _f _r to an arti(·le pnb:ishcd in 
tho '· Daily J\Iai! ,. of Tue dav. 27th August 
lc:::t. 1 t i;;; in eo:-;_ncction \Yith mining, and 
is so nlloch +o t!·c 1coont that l decided to 
quct frcm it. It savs-

•· Th,, chcliut, .:nd fall of tho mining 
indu:tt·y irt C'm>enslnnd constitutes cne of 
the rno2t trag!c pa~·cs in the annal~ of 
Quec·Ls;,,nd's histm·y. All tlw country 
c.w -:- to it3 nJil:iu;:::- pio'1C'crs \vili never 
hl· kr;owlL Thr d;scover:v of prcciou::J 
rnctd in >\us1:ra.iia wa:J nn epoch~ 1 narking 
CVC'J:t, for it precipitated Australia into 
H1'1nhcod. It 1vn~ the J!t_; >V!~rv of f!Old 
in payaLle qe1antitics in 1851 'that firot 

11lr. Tozer.] 
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attracted population to A1Btralia. The 
rapid t-rlrid( s rnade in the rniniHg 1ndustry 
in the early d.q,ys were sf'nf:at.ional, and 
scarcely lc-,'5 sensational, though fr),r Jnore 
poigna11t, hr\s been it;; d,: clino and fall.'' 

The t:t ~:lino and fall of the gold yield was 
a rnost djsastrous thing. \Y o \\ant to find 
out if we can gd to the bottom of it, dis­
co' er h:'i L-tHS(\ and try to rcn1cdy :it. Tho 
rrrtir 1 ~ contiuuf's--

" Tbo indunry caH b resurrected, but 
it need-; vast surus of capit.al V) do it. 
There is Lo dearth of capital availr"ble 
fer the purpose; but the- men-the big 
Jllen with funds d !heir dispusal on the 
other si-..e of the world, a-5 \Yell as in the 
Cornnlouwc,dth-are not g·oillg to band 
thcm.,clves into a benevolent institution 
for the purpose of helping lame dogs 
over stiles. ..:.-\ltrnistn is a. sentin;.cnt and 
not a busim '" proposition, and the pro­
duction of tninoral \Vcallh is a busincs:3 
pure and 'imple. Freed from abnormal 
burdens, in the shap~ of f'trnngling ia-,·a­
tjon, thtre is no question b~1t that a 
thorough e::ploibtion of the largo 
mineral resources of the State would 
Ovor1tuatc 1vithout any spoou-fccclir:.g from 
{!"partrnontul sou reus." 

At 2.W p.m., 
The CHAIR1L\" resumed tl!e chair. 
Mr TOZER: I respectful!,. submit that 

this article is right to-the poht. \Ye \\ant 
to see if ,..,~e cannot do,~iSt! ::.onH! nlean~ bv 
which we eau get some othl'l' rnim•ral fielil 
going in Quoonsland. The only way I can 
see of (ioing so is by encouraging prospect­
ing. One of the original prospectors dis­
covered Gymt;ie. He \Yai3 a rnan named 
Jam os N ash. .'1. pro poctor found Charters 
Towers. These fields were not found by the 
aid of the Government or geologists. It was 
the n1cn '" ho went out prospecting who found 
these plact·s. Those are the kind of me'l 
we w.,nt to go out prospecting 110\Y. Every 
t'ncourageruent should be giYon to pro.;;pe-c~ 
tors to o··o out and disco> or new fields. There 
are many places in Queensland which are 
not known and which have not b•3CH tested; 
jnd,:ed, our unc1eY~:lopcd rrsourcc~ cftnnot be 
utim·tted. 

[3 p.m.] 
Smr1o little tiwo ngo certain geologists 

stnkd that there is no place where thci could 
snY that a particular 1nincral ,--: ould be 
?cvclopcd. ,-~ c~nnot irna:"inc that, bccau~e 
n1 rny oT ~ n cnstnct there are n1any places HI 
the ~-ern~., ln.lO"\vn to very fcn.v lY·rsons except 
po,c:ibly a fc-.v ti1nbcr-·~ '"'tter~, where traces 
of gold can be got. That is only on the 
"urface, and it is not until you go do·.c n that 
you find the gold in any quantity. At 
Gympio, for exarnple, gold y;Tas found all 
round the district, from north to south and 
froru to "·· t. I haYo sc-n lumps of 
gold all parts of the clietrict. Down 
a~ far cu In1bil and Chinan1an's Creek thoro 
arA prcC'pectors doing a little on their own. 
'l'lwy get a little g-old, >Yhich they store in 
boUl( ; and it strike~ n1c that where thost=: 
little nuggets of gold arc there rnust bo 
other g-old. If we could onl.v discover a 
rlla-cc Hllcl U rn:-..11 took place, Wt? \Yould do 
more to benefit the State than by talking 
h< till be arc blue in the face. The only 
Y ay B to f'Ucou ~·ago prospectors to go out 
and devt:-lop places \Yhjcl1 rnay eventually 
prove to be extensive gold diggings. 

Speaking on tho question of n1ining gone­
rally in the Gympio district and the onuses 

[Mt·. Tozer. 

of decline, hon. rnonhers 1uay ~ay that the 
depression i;; due, to the working out o£ the 
orc-bodie; and to the lowc-r value' obtaina.blo 
fat lun--gradl• Ol'I·S. At ihc ;.;arnc tirnf', then: 
arc ltlfllJ:; placn •vhich would JH'o>·c J ... yable 
l'l"OlJOsitlons if different conditions obtained. 
8orne of thP present conciitiotB call be recti~ 
fied; or hers canuot. Taxation 1n coancction 
with 1uining ha~ bc.'cn too lwaYy, ·whilst 
ltlbont· conclitions haYe a]:-:.o contl'iLuteJ to 
the dt line. Further, too ruany regulations 
h:1 e l1acl to lJL• cou1plic:d '"irh, w!,ilo the 
]JOUl'f-i work haYt' been shortcn,)d and the 

Thc·n pricPs of nuttP~ 
ineruasccl tre~ 

;.~ears. L"oal, for example, 
eo t:'i 45s. pC'r ton, althongh years ago it 
c•·ulrl be pnrcha:·"d for 18s. Similarly with 
t>xp1o:-:in''~ UlH! ntitcr rruueriaL. l-Ion. n1Clll~ 
lHTS n1n2· kno\Y that in rope:-:, for exan1ple, 
thcrt"• ll~b bccll n coll:-:idl'i·nble odYanee j11 
pritP; a. rop_ \\ h·: .. h at 0110 tin1t: could be 
pu:·c lta~c d for £50 now Cllsts about £400. 
and. of course~ the life of the ropB dP.pends 
to a gr('nt extent on the 1niuu Vein·; worked, 
on the mineral in tll8 water, and the dPpths 
at which workil<!' is taking plac0. So1ne 
rope~ v;i ll las~ st~\ en or eight ycu·~: others 
ordy f\\·o Yl:ar:-:. One ruigl1t ~a_-.-, tln!refore, 
that the depr<'>>'ion in the mining- induatr: 
has been L'roug-ht about bv a colllbination of 
HJa.ny 1hing~ ~vhich haYe. been forced upou 
those f'llgagod in rnining aC'tivitic~. There are 
nun;· lo·;;v-grado propositio11~ in Gyn1pie 
,,-hich cc. 1ld be worked i£ cPrtain l'Oncc.ssion~ 
were' gi\'('11, (Jf cou1 :-L, at tho present tin1o 
tlw prC'scnce of \Yatcr is a serious trouble to 
anyone comn10JH'i11g rninin~·. There~ is a big 
cross-cour_'--, known as the Stnithfield dykP or 
cro·· .-conrs.". which cuts across the field from 
we,t to en.'t practically cutting the gold­
field in two, iho water on the north side of 
the cro~s-cour2-0 Jna.king caRt, and that on 
the 'onth side south an<l thn t ca.;t. Ulti­
mately it all makes ea,t. 

\VC' had tv,'o drainage )Joard::; tht re-- ilH} 

J\orthf'rn J)rainngc 13oanl and t1Je Sontherll 
Drahutge Board-which \Ycrc :--uh" iclisccl to 
the extent of £2,000 each-that is, pound for 
pound. Tho object of those boarcb ,,·as that 
we could impose a tax-it is in the nature of 
a tax--on the com11 ,ni{:_, Rlld g('t a. coH­
tribntio:n frmn ihcru. Thou \ve \YOre alJle 
to cope with thc' \Vater. JJo\~ L'\.l'l', the 
\Yvter has beaicu us there 110\\', and the consP­
CflU"nrc. is tha1 anyone sfarti~.g 1niniug then· 
HOW w11! be under the lleC'f'" .:;it\' of im:urri1~g 
illcre:-~sed yost of Lailing, IYhFch practic _ell:; 
::-.tops 1n.inJ11{?'. ""~"\Vhon yon t1ke up a lC'a:-e 
:~;ou haYe to pay "f;l per acre to the GoYt•ru­
ment. If you take up a 5C-atT< le<<'<'. rhat 
~T1eans _you have io pa.v £50 stJ n ig·hL a\\ ay. 
lmnlt-{hatPl".' vou do that you Cvniu under 
the li>xation of the City Co~lllcii. ThC'\' LllX 

you on a Ya]uation of twenty timos the 
n nnuaJ rental. Their tax amount~ to ls. 
in the £1. Then there j, a "·ater 
rate arnounting to Bd. in the £1. That 
make' 1s. Sd. in the £1, in addition to 
i!to rc·ntal. N~"t you htnc to fortll yonr 
eor~q;an~·: ancl. you have to pay ~tnm.p dnt.y 
flnd reg1strabou fees before you get the: 
(·ornpany started. [tl1d before ou ca11 put a 
Hl'1D Oll YOU lHlVf' to C0Il11Jh· with tht-• 
\Vorkers' (;omp<'nsation Act. ''l'ho \Vorlw1·' 
Con1penf'ation ~'i.rt is bearin~· fairJv lwa",;-ilv 
on rnining b0rnuse the prcn{lunt a1;10U!HS t~; 
120s. per £100 on the wao-r- that you 
actua~~y ex pen~, clurillf' thcl n year. T'l?.tt 
has cruelled us 1!1 <.:onnectiott w1th 
rnining. OrjgiRally WD had oLtr own 
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workers' compensation scheme opera.ting 
in Gympio, and we only charged 50s. per 
£100; yd we were told that we wore pro­
fiteers and ever:, thing that was bad. I am 
getting used to being told t!Jat I am not 
· hat I thought I" a~ at ono tirn~. However. 
wo were told that ''"e were profite·crs, "nd 
t'mt \YC \YOuld have to get rid of the fu,ds 
1-hat we had accumulatccl. ~\Hhoug·h only 
half the !!umber of comp•mios operating 
joined the local association, in i.hc cour'_ e of 
a few ye;us we accumulated £5,000 or £6,000. 

The SEC'RET.\HY FOR MrxE'' : Th• Depart­
nwnt of Mim•s did not interf<'rc with you. 

;1;1r. TO?:ER: I admit, that ''o rr·.<-iv.cd 
,..:vcr.v consideration fro1n the J)epartlncnt of 
Mine"· I happen< d to be the president of 
the lH~rs' .. A .. E:s.ocia tion, and I knO'· 
that SC'cl'etarv for ~\Iin( was ah\ 
r>Ourtcuus und reCCivcd ns in ju-;t as 

.a IrHll!.r.:et· as :1ny n1an could, a.nd I take 
opportunity of i.hanking the hon. gc··1tleman 
an,[ the Department of l\1in<'s for the .'<"ist­
an-·o giYrn to G7rnpio whao he ''>a:> Secrftu.ry 
for 11incs. \Vc had to aba.ndon that a,,,'-!oc1u· 
tion, and wn \\·ere told that tho State Insur~ 
ancc DeparttnC'llt would give a better rctur11 
to the men and »ould reduce the c,ctual 
amount of the premium<. but the result was 
that in a Yery short tirne 'Ye were paying, 
a premium of 80s. per cent. Then we had 
et deputation to Brisbane. and wo w0rn told 
that industrial diseases had increased and 
!hat the,· did not fee their way clear to c;ive 
us a reduction then, but that th<l:: might 
be able io do so in the coursf' of twelYc 
months. \Ve canw back in twelYc months, 
Lut we did not get a reduction. A.s a matter 
of fact. the premiums went up to 120s. per 
<'ent. The point I wi'h to place before hon. 
member> is i his : The present industry has 
to pay for indust ria1 disease~ contracted i11 
the past-particularly minpr·~ phthisis. That 
i.:o a wrong principl0. It is the preficnt n1ining 
nompanics which havo to find the compensa­
tion, and that is the l'f''t-,ou vn~ ftnd it 
heavy. At on· tin1(~ then) v.'as no 
phth.isis in Gym pie, but of late ye c.rs 
disf'<tf3e he~ developed, "·it.h the re:ult 
\\"8 havP. to pay· lnrrcnserl pren1itn1H. 

One remedy for the prc•;cnt depre"ion in 
mining is that 1Ye do away with thP taxation 
on n1jnc~. J clo not sec whv wo should not 
do a.way with it a ltog·eth(·r in ordot to 
encourage the n1ining industry. The CioYl rn­
m0nt \~ou1d get it back in Yariou3 "\Vfl~~7 ~ 
through L "tYing a flotni11hing industry. That 
iedustry will eventually save the situ:tion 
in the State, if it is gi,-en encouragement 
in that direction. Take ihe f'Inalr 1nino I 
was in at Gympie--?\o. 4 North Phoenix. 
\Ve hap]WnPd to r·ct on to g-ood gold although 
the 1nino had been working for forty year~ 
and paying itq way. with ,dividends from 
time to time. In connection with that minl' 
we were paying a tax of 3s. in the £1 to the 
State, 1s. to the Federal Government, .aud 20 
per cent. super tax. Ollr taxation vvorkod out 
at 7s. in the £1. That was l'oo high a tax on 
mining·; we "Rnt to get rid of that. exceso,jyp 
taxation. 

I wish to ":Ivc a quoi.ation fro1n the 
"Cotu·iern of 26th Ang-u~t last in regard to 
nlinlng in Canada--- · 

,, COSIP.\.IHSO)l WITH CANADA. 

"\Vhibt far1ning agricultural ~)roduC'·1 
has bof'n regarded as the chief wc:t!th of 
Canada, thnt country has made mc;rked 
progress m the development of her 

minPral rr·sources. In 1905 the total 
\ aluo of the mincra·l production in the 
Dominion was under 70,000,000 dollars. 
But, re .t!ising tho value of offering· 
attnctions for tho invcstrnon,t of capital 
in mini1 _; Y-....nturc-s, tht: Canadian 
Govp~·nmcnt pro\~Jdcd ]ow ratE· of taxa~ 
tion of prcfits derived from such sources, 
with th· that by 1926 development 
lwd re such a stage that the minora] 

c•alth incrc'lscd to 240,000,000 
dollars, or moro than one-half tl>' value 
of tho whe·lt crop. The following 
cxtr::t{.~ ~- t.).ken from t:tH official p 1mphlet, 
·which hs;; b0en extcnsiYely cir :ulated, 
2ive so "' indicai.ion of the effort< of the 
b~1n1ir:ion to nwkc the n1ining indu" try 
attracti ,-(' for the im·c.-b1' nt of 
capital:~ 

Inquiries are frequently made regard­
ing miniiJg taxation in Canada. · 'rhe 
big 1ninin~ ma.n operating in 1nany 
countries and States finds in Ont ;" rio 
and Qucb~c a ple;<_sing surpr:ise. l-Ie 
finds ihat his Provincial mining t.1xe.; 
are on the net income and, better still, 
on a fayonrably graded net income as 
follov' :-

On annual profits in excess of 1G-,OOO 
dollars an·l up to 1,000,000 dollars, 3 
per cent. 

On Pxccss above 1,000,000 dollal'S and 
up to 5,000,000 dollar~, 5 per cent. 

~1. proportional increase of 1 per cent. 
for each udclitional 5,000,000 dollars net 
profltc. 

'l'he Dominion Government rulings 
on n1ining income tax returns on silver 
and gold are also a further favour.lble 
surprise. The income department 
bases the hx on 50 per cent. of the 
profits or income from mining, wisely 
deciding that the other 50 per cent. 
· hould mnk as return of invested 
capital due to the depletion in reserves 
as ore is 1nined front year to vear. It 
allows receipts from the; sale of mining 
prop('rty by individuals or cornpanics 
(unle":s such companies a1~0 organised 
for tho purpcso of carrying on tho busi­
neCJ::, of prtt,nring and selling of mining 
property) to be non-taxable. Share­
holders in a mining company are not 
subject to the sur-tax (extra. tax) on 
divdf'nds. but there is imposed the nor­
mal tax on 50 per cent. c,f tho a <JOunt 
of dividends recei,·ed." 

If we could do away with 111ining taxation, 
it would be of wonderful bene;\t to the 
industry and give it a chanc0 of recovery. 

Let me aloo quote the following return 
1.vith regard to the ScoHish Gyrnpio Gold­
I11ines, Lirnited, in G:yn1pio--

"SHTISTJCS TO 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1917. 
"Capital: 

" 701),000 shares of :£1 each £700,GUO 
" Original ]cas'J 1-ras purchased fron1 

th<3 Ea -tern Monlcland Company in 
March, 1895. 
"Value of machincn· erected. £100,000 
"Output to date- · 

Tonnage 
Gold yi,,Jd 

(Equals 17.4 
Money value 
Dividends paid 
Dividend dutv 
Lease rents • 

1,472,542 tons .. 
568,.;97 oz. 

tom.) 
£1.999.207 

592,242 
23.936 

2,718 

Mr. 'l'ozcr.] 
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d Exp-~nditure for working ex pens~_"-
Wages £819,912 

(Present annual nmeunt of wages paid, 
£47,000) 

li""'~urnir:hinr:s 
Fuel -
Tirnber 
]~x:!l09,h·,-

'' Genera.! 
(Not 

OXlJ,~ liSC:J) 

Sundry tL.trges 
Insurance, PHin,,,,,e,cs 

liabilit·· 
Rates an:: tax,J:;; 

£152,282 
18.+.039 
21,102 
56,+64 

£1,233,799 

offico, G-lasgow, 

£~7,565 

20.620 
3,879 

£82,064 
'l'otal number of Jr ~, employed 330 

"Prcsor:t t.otal eo t per ion--
2\1ining, cyaniding, 

and ofli< :: ch•ng~s, in-
eLding head c!Iice 20;. 8cL" 

rnino that \VII', thrt-'C tinlE ~ tried 
:creel as being of r:o u9e at alL A 

homo from Gympic to raise 
able to interest 

Dick and get 
o gain, Shottly 

to start 
of the 

... ~ltcd rrg:1inst it, 
ic r·as not right to 

h::,_ ;;.e, ar,-1, as a conK 
ahle ·to go 

land lies 
mnv lie 

!1'. Tl~at -\and 
prorcd because of the 

short.~i·~htPdnt>'-; cf ho- "- :tnm 1hcrs opposite, 
thc.v h ,d not vo' ~d ag.tinst th'lt proposaL 
IIad thev r:ot clone:: se, we rn:;sht have had 
a ne ;v Gympie to d::ty. Cympic Goldfidd 
prncbrally only was >-orkccl for about i.hrce 
milC;c, by hVO ITlJlCs and Sl__lfcl y there fl rn a "'V 

nmour.t of places in the district which if 
d0vclopd mig·ht turn out to be another 
Gympi0 Scottish, 

That brin•:s me to the Lown Hill nronosaL 
I agree with i.he Bill which hss be~n intro­
duced in regard to that field, because it 
er;courages C";pit"l to come into Queensland. 
\\·c want cnp;tnl to come here fer the benefit 
of the people. Look nt what a benefit Mount 
Isa is to C'ueensland! Comicler the amo·mt 
of 1~·ork lt e:-1Y"f.l t0 0nnPnc:l.,rori~,·~ 1 The 
1\;lining_ Trust Limited Agreement Ratifica­
tion )~dl propo es to dvP Prtain ri:rht, 
OYer lO~.({),J ncrrs at L"'"" Hill t0 a c-rtoin 
co'"pon;-, \Vhat arc 1ro 1)00 acr·:·s at Lawn 
:r'fill when v:e have 429,120 000 acres of lend 
~n ~UC0ns1n'Ylrl, _JTon. rn~_,,·,lbcrs n1~y flFI.V t~qt 
Jt 1s not n 11 m·ncro 1 land. How do they 
know? Notody knows ur:t~1 it is proved. 

Mr. ~Ja,·~~s: A lot of lt ls min0ral ]and. 

Mr. TOZER: A lot of it ;,_ If vo•J wont 
to 0nenurag-e eR nit tl to corn~ in Oue""nsland, 
{On hn'"~l? to _rriv0 l"Yff'n lth C'ar:·-it.'-11 sornr­
lrdu, emrni to spend their money hero. If 
th;v put t"hPir n•onc into n m;ne }wre. the 
n;·np 'lt1~.;; h0r0. It rio~s POL g-o to thfl othm~ 
e·de o! th<> WOTlcL F'rom whnt romH out of 
i:h? m1nB tl'e G-0v0rnment .vet tl--t ir taxt~ "•nd 
rc•nt. Tn the ""'8 nf Lawq Hill the com­
pnnv ;, dovPlon;rg- fhn lancl. H is not 
('n<:::ti-·rr th0 roqntrv nnvthi"l1Q' to rlo Tt. It is 
all foreign capital th<tt the Government are 

[Mr. TOZ'T. 

eneouraging to develop the field, and they 
get their own returns coming in all the 
while. If they did not encourage foreign 
capital to develop it, that land would lie 
idle. IV c might all be dead for any benefit 
it would be to Quecnslnnd. To start with, 
it is al out 2SD mil£s from a railway. It 
may be said that the Government are losing 
10s. per acre by giving this concession-! 
think the hon. member for \Varrego caid 
thut it meant a lo's of £5D,OOO. That is not 
so, bee ,nse nobody would take up every 
particle of that ground and lease it. This 
concc'5sion ll1'"rely gives the company con­
c~rned the r·ivht to take any part of it. 
As has been poiutcd out, th<o company is to 
continue to pn y the rent on 700 acres odd 
coycred b~,~ leases already in cxi;;teucc. and 
~0 far rt'-' I uu1 see, it has not the right to 
surrender that area. It has to pay the 
rent rrnd the ralcs. If it discovers anything 
anywhere else, it i,Jmedidcly appl'es for 
lPases under the J\~ining Act, for which it 
also pays rent and rates. If it can develop 
that field, all the more credit to it, and all 
the more beno!Jt to t;'uc<>nsland. IV e want to 
cr<rouri\ge ihat sort of thing. 

'l'he dmrcc is reveatcdly thrown across the 
Chambc1· that y,~e on this side are not 
gcnnincly tryinq to get 1vork for the people. 
I can rrssurc hon. members that I shall do 
all I can to dcYelop the countr,-. I h:we 
had that icle:t all my life, and I know that 
it is a ~ound ide1., and I cannot do more 
tbnn E'nclea \our to pnt it into practice. 

I\Ir. \VIXS'l'A:'\LEY (Quecnton): I can 
quite und('rstand that the hon. rnember for 
Gyn1pie is surprised nt the turn the debate 
has taken 01 thl: Yote. bnt. if he wants an 
exphnat'on of the cause, hc· rnav well ask 
h:o friends on the front be>nch, be'c~use they 
arc rr<pons'ble for it. Ho vever, I lcEtvG 
these ·' pilgrim~ of the nivht" to their 
favoudtf~ peregrinations, for, while they say 
the snbiect is ,;;,tasteful io t.hem, they 
seem to ha vc reYc !led in it. and now proc>3ed 
to deal with other questions. 

A~·a~n and again opportunit1e~ have been 
)Worided for thorn to m"ke ,totf'meY't.s r,nd 
re stotcmer::ts, whEn, after all, they frankh• 
adm;t there' "~as nothinr; wro~r from the 
standnoirt of the hw. It re'Ylincls me verv 
forribrv of a \vealthy old g,ont!eman in North 
Quecn,,laPd who o•vncd one of the mrot­
works aPd was under no oblivat'o'l to wnrk 
aga'n Tt was said d him, and I think f!Uite 
truthfully. that he was never hanpv exnn0t 
\Yhnn he "" ·s !n the v~rd st;rring U""~ off"ll 
and we all know what a very unpleasant 
odrur f'lT'anntr-~ thPl'Pfro':l, Tt S0"'::Yif'd t,o 
h"ve e. hsc;netion for him. and it does S"em 
that the same thinrr apnlies to some hru. 
lTif\rnhpr-c;;; O"')"V'"~t". Thev "nose ~"' ")f'Q")lf" wl1o 

stancl for l·i~h ideo ls end H hio:h stonclo .-d~ 
cf nnh 1 ~f' TPOl'.'' ~-·tv. I li tenPd t'1 thP TP'Tlf'l~kR 
0f h0n. nF'mhers o'JDoslte. ::~nd Hv·v frAnJdv 
adrnirtcd thet what hod t··k,,Jl p]Hce in crn­
n ...... ,..t~m1 w=tb i\f<'llfli· 1" :1, W<l~ rrf. ;D ftPV 1.vnv 

ill ego 1 : l1ut. from thP sinnrlpo'nt d m or" 1; cv 
:>tlrl ft'()ITl thn ~t:->nrl·'~n-int of rq1;li+v. thoy 
thought that hat hod b~cn done by mom­
hnr(;l; of ;:~ nr0vicus Govr>r ... 'nlcnt 1vns \V,..,....nf:!' 
Co ... _...,inQ" frn'Y! a nPrtv th ... t \V'1~ a -:of"iintf·d 
\Y;th ih0 t-ri'hnrv r'l'ISf'. \-vho werP nr'"'nfll''"'rl' tn 
r:~t. to tt~e Gnv"l'Dfllf:'nt ''i£1P of tl1;_ Hrqre 
hv 'YVlrnlhf'r 1 being bought and their par~.f 
decn·a.cJPr'i--

Th. {'T-l c\T"CY\L\ 1\J: Order! 

M-- \\Ti\'STANLEY: It has been dis­
cussed. 
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The CHAIRMAN : I ask the hon. member 
to withdraw the stakmont that a certain 
party was prepared to gain access to the 
GoYernmont benches by bribing members of 
Parli>trnent. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I withdraY.. Th•., 
statemc·nt has been made that an effort >Yas 
made by the party oppooite to get to thcJ 
'I·ro.toury benches by means that were not 
fair. 

The CHAIRn!fAN: Order! I will not 
allow the hon. member to proceed on those 
lines. I ask hi1n to vdthdraw y ithout. any 
qualification. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I have withdrawn. 
I~vidently the last has not been boa nl 
about it. 

The CHAIR:\fAN: Order! 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: If I am not per· 
mitted to say any more about it, then some­
one else will. By-and-by we shall know 
what is the actual truth, and what credence 
can be given to the statements made. There 
is an idea pervading the minds of quite a 
number of hon. members opposite that a 
mine may be worthless to-day, and that, 
because of that fact, it is for ever worthless. 
Anyone who has any knowledge of a mining 
field knows that a mine may be worthless 
to-day and may be worth a fortune to· 
morrow. I know of quite a number of in­
stances where ground was held by people, 
worked for a while, and the holders haYe 
come to the conclusion that they wBre 
wasting their time and cne!'gy, and have 
turned up the holding and gone a"' ay. By­
and-by someone dse has t.1ken it up, carried 
out; a certain a-_nount of v.:orl::, in-vested 3 

certain arno-_lnt of capital, con1e to the f an1r• 
(onclusion, and dropped it and gone a·way, 

I know cf ono particul11.r taso vvhc:ro tt1c 
:individuals \VerB practi< ully " down and 
g~t." ~nd unab1~ tn get any oiher gyound. 
.lilCy :tound t:t b cker to pay therm ±.:1 10:::;. 
a '.:e: k to continue GpcruHoLs, and in 
a ver-y \Ye·: ks aftE:-r taking over th~l 
gruund struck the r~__,ef on the 
·.;·ant dov n tlr reef, and in a .,..., ~·-·. 

tinu: they. v.;c\: 1.tot ~nly );aying '':ages bnt 
wo12 1Ja;cnnr- UlYldent :;, Ih· synd1t '-te l, .J,:3 

{~-Onvcrtc:d iDto a con~pany, and uiar fort 
nighLly dividends \Yei·e paid 
EYontua1l.v the sho ' was placed on 
1narkct for abont £300.000. That goc-; to 
she\ t;1nt. the •ssun1ption th·:,t~ bcr-·use a 
1nine t:aid to be \YC-< thlc3~, oa \' hich ,__,ypr 
£19,000 wmth of machin~rv ha· been 
Installed n1ust rcrna:in Ya luele ~~. is rot cor­
rect. The dovclopm ·nt of that rninc, 111-u~ 
the dcyclopn1ent of any' otrer rninr•, n1h;ht 
proye 1t to be worth a !!re.< deal of moncv 
in a. ,short time. EYldclL_:c proYcJ tha:t 
l~tcr dcYelop111cnts r sulting in the produr­
tlon of ore went to show that there '.\·!ls son--::c­
thing in and fihout the n1inc that wap IYtll 
worth the money. 

I list;,ncd with a great deal of attention 
to the S~crctary for. Railways clc·aling· with 
t~1o fllH!S~Ion c:f coa.lnll~lcs. I can quite undcr­
Rljand lns po1nt of VIeW bnt I bavo son1c 
cFfficulty in under:-ta.ndin;r ho1v a nartv that 
claims. to have bc:n eJoCf:ed on a~ pollcy of 
gove.rmng anrl not trrd)n~ can justify its 
contlrnl"tllce of St~._ tc corun11nes or any other 
St~to industry. The GoYt'mment m:1d, it 
qm!c c1c~r during the election cr.:,1paign that 
!hctr J~ohey "':" the. abolition of State tra.cJ­
mi\', .Lt 1s qt~Jtc cv1dcnt now that they arc 
§;mng to abolish some State cEterpric,~s and 

not others, That shows that on that par· 
ticular point they are not prepared to carry 
out their phctform, It also shows that they 
arc not ~onsi...)tent. There 1nay be some 
grounds on ·which it suit~ thon1 to get rid 
of some State trading propositions and not 
others, but that attitude is mconcistent. They 
are clinJing to so1~1e State enterprises because 
it suits thGir purpose to do so. 

There can be no quLstion about the fact 
that n1i:ning in Queensland at tho pre<Gnt 
time and for some time past has been under 
a cloud. but c, number of r• .. ,sons can be 
adduced to <:cccount for that si te of affairs. 
Tho hon. memb.·" for Gympie pointed out, 
among't other things, the difficulties con· 
fronting mining "\Vero tax~,~~ insurance, and 
rcnh. Hn poiJ>trd out what wonderful assets 
\Yould come to the Government, and the 
great development. that would take plac'' 
if mining companies could obtain concessions 
from the Government. Before there was 
any ·workers' Compensation Act in force, 
before there was a 5 per cont. tax on divi­
dends, and before there as any Board of 
Trade and Arbitration, the argument against 
the wage~ paid in the industry was just as 
strong. At that time the >Yagos of miners 
were supposed to be £3 per week on Charters 
Towers. The wages and hours on the Char­
ters Towers fwld were better than on other 
!lelds for the simple reason that most of the 
mines were practically owned locally; con­
sequently, the miners made their own condi­
tions. It was argued then that, if the miners 
ac.cepted a reduction of 5s. per week in 
wages, more men could be employed in the 
mines. Quite a number of things have 
tended towards the decline of goldmines 
particularly. 

The Govemmont in their election pledges 
and in the Governor's Speech promised 
g·enerous ac,.istanc,, to mining. l would like 
to ~;-::c sorr1c evidence of tho.t assistance. In 
the past v:hen Nationalist Government;; ruled 
I haYo seen fairly subotantial snms placed 
on the Estin1atcs iu id of nlining, but 
the trouble has been that it has often 
rc:rnained there. No ono has been able to 

thot a, · , and, i11c.tcad of the vote 
exl in a great :lnany in.·,tanC-'3 

it. was revotcd following year. 
The hon. rnombet· for Gympie mentioned 

quite .a nuri1ber of goldfields, including 
UaYcusv>ood. all prob~Lbility th~ro was 
1nor~..· evidence iho old style• of mining at 
HavcnsY\-~ood thrrn an.~n,-hcre else in Queens~ 
land. There a1o men there -who ha\O boen 
Jnining all their Jive ·1 and wbo, if possible, 
will do 110 other w·ork. NotvYithstunding that 
rnining haR sh.1n1ped and is uuder a cloud, 
the n1r·u on i.hn t field, "\:rh en ~ oxnpdlcd to 
engage in other oc~upations.. immediately 
r('turn tJ smnc p~_;t, locality of their own hen 
they aro in flln to cc'' if they can fossick 
out I'OITlC'thing. There are a few rnen C116'aged 
in a1luvial !nini:1g and making a. little better 
living· ih<tn vYould if tl1ey w,·._o in 
receipt of tho pension. A fc 7 others 
an~ worJ...:jng 

At Hrr YGn..- ,_, ood they \vorkcJ for many 
yc·ars rt n1i.:.o.o that was t•xccptionally r-ich, 
although the tlifrlculty wae that it was e':ceed­
lngly sm::dL l\t a.~1y rate, it vv 1s. \~,or ked 
for as loug a3 it cou1d be rnade io pay, 

later c.n going on to tributr-
1 

and, 
[3.30 p.m,J nn!ortur atG!y, eventually going 

out altogether. Thoro is another 
lode in that locality in which somf\ people; 
have a lot of confidence. The previouo Go· 
ycrnmont gave the people who have the 

M.r. Winstanley,] 
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ground rights there £1,000 to enable them 
to develop the properi:y, and the present 
Government might do worse than give another 
£1,000, even if they have to svccif;s· what 
shall be done with the money. Of course, 
it may be said that the shareholders should 
find the money, but, when calls have 
to be made munthly, thr•'e is a limit to what 
can bG collected for goldmining at the present 
time. As a matter of fact, tb8 people there 
are finding it diflicult to l'Jntinuo deve]op­
rncnt ·vvork n1Jd"r snch conditim1s. 

Doalir•g with the matter of comper:~ation 
fnr industrial dis.:·aRPs, there was n time 1vl1en 
the nnfortml.ltc sufferers gu nothing. It is 
a fair thing that provi,,'on should be made 
for the· c pcopl0, but the rnining companie·, 
at the pre,cnt time do no• pay the full 
amount. with thr '" u1t UL'lt th-.:, funds ha"1''' 
to lv 'upplemc•ntcrl from another source. Of 
eoursc, it will be diiricul t i ::J a few lnin-
ing co~D/Vll~ics .at v:ork bQar the 
re ·pnn~:i1 ility of p;. ying unfortunatn 
p0oplc v·ho contracted the in da", s 
gone iJy, \Yhil t at the sa1ne wocdcl be 
nnfah nnd inhurrun to sav sufft.rPl'S 
should not t 2nythjng. ~ 

One thing- vvJ:ich 1nore than ar;--c ot.IF~r has 
~H'f'ounted 'for th0 decline in .o;ofdrnining in 
Quef'ns1a.nd i~ that the reefs 1 av"e bcf·n \Vorked 
down to tJw lJotlorn HLtil thc,rc i~ practicall:v 
nothin? left. 

So f,1l' W" th0 ":vrrtcr trouble tnentjoned 
b"" the hen. 1111 ··nbrr for Gyn1pit:: i:> concerned, 
the Gov0rnn10nt IV':"'re suh .idi::-ing the anlO~lnts 
su.bs0rilwd bv iclw people conc·'c'll0d. They 
cont·ihutcd £3.000 rwr annum tn kc·p the 
;;:ater bel?\.~ lhc \V~rking leY('1 at Chart~rs 
1 o·.~Tr rhe trouble \V'l.S that. as one IDlne 
ceased to ~ .. -ork, the waL:rs frora that mine 
flo "ed into the adjoinin<; min<'. ,,, lc:ch reaJ!y 
brought "hout tho closut·o of ;nmc of the 
mines in Charters 'fo\Yers. 

In a disf'U~"ion rcconi-ly in tLt., 11aritim~ 
Industries Bill in the House of Roprcsenta­
tivrs, I\lr. Gro~vcnor Franci,::, the hon. mem­
lwr for Kenncdv. had this to say on the 
prineiple of arbitration-

" I ~n.id that I regnrd('d ruining as a 
hazardous euploymee1t, and th<tt the men 
coqld not possibly be paid '" wage which 
would compensate t]w;n for the work 
thew did and the risk that thev were 
obliged to take--" 

0 

Of '"~u::_30! everyone vrill ~.ubscrjfc to that-
" but it was fl question for the court 
to deride , .. hether ihr, men should take 
wh 1t the indnstl'y could pay, or should 
~et a nominal awarrl for higher \Yage~ 
;wd dose the mines." 

Now. the mPn at Charters To',\"<'rs did noi· 
grt an award for high Wl~p;PR .... vhich clos0d 
the minefl.. For a long tin1e tlw rnincrR thrrc 
'"or¥-( '1 for lf'::;s Uwn tho ordinary rrwarfl 
rafo-; for 1nininQ' in order thBt the Inincf' 
sh;nh1 11ot bf'. 'c1oscd. l\1r. Francis con~ 
tinued-

" The r<';uJt of th~ h" 'll'inr '·' tllR.t an 
lncrr of ahont 20 per cent. '' attPS. 
\'1'~-; g1Yen. At that tirnc ovt>r Revrrd-v 
m1n\..., "\YPrA \Yorkin,g- -in the area coverf'r1 
b:v the inquire•. but five ye·tr, lat<'r only 
two 1ninc>s "\verP- work1ng. orj_c on thf' 
tribute sy~ten\ and ar.._ofher on v,J.<fCl, 

" Mining had be0n killed and ce•l'cd 
f,o be a factor i1o1 the production of the 
State. Chartet•, Towers, at ono thnc one 
of the nwst famous gold-producers in 
Australia, has ceased to ho a mining 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

centre. The orc-rE.duction batteries have 
all gone out of existence, but not becaase 
of the exhaustion of t:ho mines, because 
it is well known that on that field there 
, re largo bodies of ore awaiting develop­
r.ollt. On such fields as Black Jack and 
B10u ,'hton the surface has only been 
scratched." 

It just g:ob to show that the decline in 
wi:,ing is u ed as an evidence that the State 
)uhl.rution Court practically killod the 
mi•1inc industn· on those fields. Nothing 
could ube furthl•r from the truth. Quite a 
mmber of thing.; ba.-e helped. In the first 
pl· < rc3s that y;ero worked prcviously 

worked out, and in otheT cases vvbert 
got do•cn to 4, 000 fel't vertical depth 

condition!3 were such t1at the 1ncn "\.V8rC 
llvc and \Vork, consequently it was 

hile y·orking tho5'c reefs. Per~ 
helpc·d ntorc than nn.~ thing else 

of n1ining is the fact i '1at costs 
quite u numLer of directions 

W,J;P', while the price of gold is a 
f;xcd price. During the war time, ,,;hen 
the price of gold ',ms £6 10s. an . ounce, 
quite a number of mines had no d1Hiculty 
ie1 pnyin~· di,-idcnds; Lut. \\hen ?;old got 
back to t'he Jlon1inrtl price of £4 5i-!., it \vas· 
Pnolhcr proposition altogether. I frankly 
lJclieve i h-1t ih(~rc ate lots of places in 
Qw 0.1shnd ·,dwre them is not only gold but 
l·::~r:e;_· L.etal::; such r s copper, silYer, lc·ad, etc., 
lf the-.-, u1·o luokcd for: but they "\vill have to 
bo loOked for n1uch n{ore diligently C1an has 
been the ea ;c in times gono by. The bulk of 
the fields worked in Qucenslnncl were fields 
that had outcrops on the surface and were 
1:1ot difllcult to Gnd; and, -when once they 
began tc b ~ \vorked. it was not diHicult to 
fnllow the different , reefs. :\iount Isa is a 
c,lS8 in point. rfhat deposit existed for ages 
pt .;:t clo:<( to a n1 -tin road; ~et for a very 
lon:: tin.:.•" no one took any notice of it. 
EYcntualh· "omeone gave it a trial, and my 
own com:iction is that there are quite a 
number of other mineral deposits in Queens­
bnd just as rich and just as e'<tensive .as 
l1Iount Isa. \Ye shall have an opportumty 
hter or dealing with Lo.wn Hill, so I do not 
desire to dc:tl with it now. If these mineral 
deposits which exist practically all over 
:-.1 orth Queensland arc to be discovered, some 
special effort must he made There ~an be 
no d,·nbt thrtt the old-time prospector Is very 
largely an individual of the past. Very few 
of them .. .re to be found except at a few 
place' su._h as Havc~1swood. Thoro are fc:yv 
pr<lple who go out m th': bnsh. take th.mr 
tncker, and work hard, 1ll the e':pectatwn 
of findin:;· socnething in the shape of a gold 
1'Gd or other minerals. There may he a 
fc•w ''ho do that, but, in comparison with 
thirty r -:, forty years a~o, the nurnb0r is vC'ry 
small indcerl. Thct. fore'. those 1·:ho are 
willing to talc; the risk and put up with the 
h. rdsrlir'' should be enconraf rrl, not only by 
hc·lp ho.n r·cologists but by direct help fr?m 
the D;'pa:t·Lrncnt of J\iincs. J\1y contcnt1on 
n.h1~avs ha-:J bc;:-n th.1t mining fiolrt•; not only 
bcneilt the State rlirrctly, but benefit it 
indirectly. Everybody knows that a trades· 
rnan rpcnds money in ath-ertislng. l--I0 knows 
thrtt t:, -) ,,-:{yrrtif~cn1t :Jt jtscl£ bdngs him 
nothing b Jck dirPct; but he does know that 
it arouses intcro.:;t in and dra\\ 3 attention to 
wh 1t ho has to sdl, uw:! tl ,tt is where his 
l\."iurn , '>mes frnm. I know of nothinc; that 
ndvertisrs a countr.' so effectively and so 
efficiently as a good n1incral field; and if 
one were di~CO\Tr('d in Queensland to¥mon·ow 
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-particularl:c if it were an alluvial field or 
an easily worked reeling field-it would solve 
the unemployment Jlroblcm quicker than auy­
ihing else. :\Icn would require little more 
th·u1 a pick and shoYc1 and rations, and once 
they ·~·ot 0'1 their feet they \mulcl h- all 
right. The Dcpnrtmcnt of 2\Iines has now 
an opportn!lity of t.Ioing somethhH~ wh1ch 
will i· fer the benefit ant! wellbc,ing of 
thi-. great St.Lte of Queensland. 

The f:'ECHETAHY FOH :\liKES (Hon. 
E. A. Athertou, Chill([IJOC): I have listeuocl 
very (ctr,_fnlly to the dt bate since 11 o'clock 
this 1norninu;. I wa: under the irn1nc·-;~io.1 
that we \Yo'idd have 1 'd the J1>tin~ , tcs of 
th0 1)c·parhucnt. of I\Ii~ccs di~'"'11-.:;t)d: bnt 
rno,-t of the discu~~ioH l0-d •v hr~s brc·n 
principa 11:;,' a Jc,t 0f in '('Ul'a('ll~..;. J!d;.;-,r-:Le­
ment , ; -nd untruth~. \\·bich haYC> l~·,en 
indnl..;cd in by tho Opposlt.ion. Tl1-. ho11. 
rnC'rnbt•r for IIl•rbert. ~,s u~nal. \Va;, in tlt(' 
le "''l. Tlu' li'·'t nn' rnth h ntt 'i'cd this 
111ornins: ~-,·a~ tb~,t tl1c S•. t.tc• < oal:·ninc nt 
"\fonr:t )fulli6H1l \Va;;; clOSi'rl infPl'l'illg n~·Jt 
it WP'"'. "do--n , nd ont" anti was not going 
ro \York any n1on•. Apparently the l:nh·uth­
fcJlno'' of th<c hon. mcmb0t' for 'Jf,,,.t,,.,.t 
tnUi'C he a cnntagi;)ll_i tlisct-:;c. 

Th" C~L\ UC'vL\.\' : Ord<'r i : h" 
}finistcr 1~ ~0111~ tu :in..J,;_c l'> 

:'.Onlet!iink~ \\]nch occun·ed thl:-; l!lo:·llill:Y. 
The hon. ll1CH:bt'l' f( r HcrlJC'l't wa~ <'Ol L b;·t 
this morning l>'ith reg._rrl to tht~ 
the l\JiLi':'ic·r h1· .iu~t nHu.le ud 
correction. I thc-rr-foro ~v~k 
not to procoNl nn ihcsc linu. 

'I'hc SECLIE'Lld'Y FOH :\JI.\:1<:~': "\" 1 
\\as s ~ying, the J1ou. Incrnb<'f f.ut ·l-Iedwi·t 
111ade the statt,mcJJt that the 1fount :\Iuiliglli! 
tnhw was closed down. 

~Ir. Kunv.~~-: A~ £"L Sta.te n1in(•. 

The f'ECHET I.RY FOR ',II'\ES: I 
want to slate dolinildy tha.t ::\J.ount :'11nlligan 
JS not cJo'-'ed do\Yll: aud is prodnciug to-day 
at the ~n,mo rdte as it has dono in the pnst.. 
rrherc wa~ no fonndation for the stat(•rncnt 
1nacle by the 1·"111. rncrnbcr for 11erL•rt thi~ 
rnorniug. 

The hon. n>cmb<'l' fOl· Pa :ldiugi.on. got on 
to the llowen State eo:1lmiuo. I understood 
hin1 to sa.y that during his tcrru as l\Iinistc1· 
the Rowcn State l'oghuinc alwa,,-s sho1Ycd a 
profit. c 

lV.Ir. JoK~S: Ycs·-tJ.,nnuall\". There rua-.-
haYc b<'en on•· month that it clicl not pa_v. c 

The SECHETARY FOH ::\IINES: I 
quite adrnit th<tt tllo Bowen. State coaln1inP 
has ah,,.a.yR showc~J i vroJit annuallv. but 
those prolits haYc fluctuatccl accordi"1ig to 
ihe a1nount of C'O J 'vhi.-:~h :rvlr. Slei2·h JL . .., 
t~1,ken dnrir>g parhen1ar lJ10ntb~. As ·t'o that 
mi11c IH?t. ha\·illg :.ho\vn a. 1o~:-:; during the 
l~t", ·'1\I1n~2IC'r',;:; ~cn11 of r :flee. <--~eh fort­
rug-nt s trrn sa.<-'hon~ ,}_ t. the n1inc fl·orn 
.Januar.·- to :11 .\-, 11f'J, BhO\\'ed ;' lo:-:s. The:>~(' 
loss~_·s ~:-ere rna11l1y dun to the:- operation o[ 
the Skit:;h conlrn.c . 

::.\It·. Jo:-n:s: .A:n,j n }P.-; pnJr1nctior:. 

The SE~HETATt.\' FOI~ ::viiNE;:.): Tho;;c 
f~ur rn~nth~ '3ho'y _n lo-::.:,. dTH' principally to 
J\lr. Sleigh excrc1: 1ng- l11s option and k \:ing 
a larget· antoLmt of coal th;n he h d b:•0n 
in the habit of taking. A fairlv extensive 
business outside the Skip;h contr;J.rsb for lho 
month of June resulted in a profit, for that 
month, bccftllS'' tht big proportion of bnsi­
ness done ouhide the Sleigh c0ntract 

counteracted the loss on th,,t contract and 
showed a profit for tha.t month. In my 
answer to the hon. membc" for :r,1wcn, as 
rcpor1 cd at page 92 of " Votes and Pro­
ceedings" for thjs s~::-~don, it was shown 
t.ha.t <luring the last 1 , o tlnancial year"· coal 
was supplit d to I'v1r. SlPigh nt from lr. Jld. 
to 2s. 8d. J.cr ton j, 'lo". the cost of pro­
duction. I nndPrRtood the hen. m•n1b..~r for 
Paddin7Lon thiM rnorning to snggt>t-he d1d 
not exactly 1.~.7 f;O-thr t ~·Ir. Sleigh \Vas 

rPSllOnsiblc for taking dun1pcd <:o. l. 
:\Ir .. Joxc"\: '1:\o, emal\ co-l. \l"e <old 

clnmpcd coal nt. 5s. rr t,1:1. 

The SECR1i;T',H.Y 
hon. n1e1nb('r f- . ...,j,l thi~ 
1his dumped ec~tl to 

"\l[I'\F,S: 
th t '" 

'rhe 
old 

The C:H.'dE.\I.\?\: Thn ',Iinister and the 
hon. Incn1Lcr fot· Pndclin[rton eannf;t h··~vr· 
, dialogue. Tf tt1e 1\Iini;:;t:~~.~ i~ r1cd~ 
1o rnnkc~ a. clei~nitc statc'Hnt. hC' 
of order. 

TLc SL::;~'<:'L\.ll'\." FOE ::\UI;Es: l 
:un ()Uite vrep: reel to <.~o that. I just 
\YUllt(~d to kt thr~ hon, Jn"ni.hei' for Pt: Jding­
ton uurL•rsi:cml +hor<mg-hl-.- \Ylnt he did say 
ilJis JHOluiEg. At ihe ti1nn f~n Slc>::h eon­
t raC't was Cl~t··rc~(1 illto the o.nantit·/ c;f ~rn~ll 
lOal dn'llP· :-l at the 111i1~e Y.:as l,D27 tons o£ 
· cre~'ll( J .-.!:tc~ . ..:. 24 ion~ onlv of uuscrecned 
of tun-ui-n1i11" ~1.1ck, and·~ ll,u:S to:r:;3 of 
clnlf. The duff is the n•fus., ,: fter i he coal 
h-·s L- 'll ::: ')'CPll2t'l a ~CC0,Hl time. The bulk 
of tl1o duft' 'l'.'<lS :-old loealh". Tbc cc:d sold 
to :_'\Jr. Sleigh to tho 30ih .J1uw, 1920, tot::Jlcd 
32.2~1 ion ~ hi eh did net represent ono 
OU11C'} of duff, 
~Jr .. ToKES: 1t ·a~ nol :.11 :::.c;ee·~ed ccaL 

The srcn;·TARY FOH :lfl~ES: 'l'he 
nusc;Tcned slack from 31st :I.Iarch, 192~, when 
tho bon. rnmnbot '·\ :s in power, reprt .. -Jlnted 
ouly 32.4 per CCJlt. of the tot,) sale-s, n 1.though 
liw hon. mcmb-·· slated i.hat it n'presented 
67 per cent. 

}\Jr. JoxER: Thut is the infonnation I got 
frotn l\lr. Slei&dL ·Your infotrnation j,; from 
your own <.lcpirtrn(nt. f:·.o it ~hould be correct. 

The SECRETAHY FOH :\1!.'\IES: T should 
n ho like to rend the report of the Supordsor 
of the St '· (,, Coalmines, dn tcd 18th Sep­
h'mb"r, 1829-

" flcfcniug to the le-tter from H. C. 
Rlelg·hJ p:1rticularly the l'd1Harks con­
tained in the sixil1 and following para­
graphs, in which he st4th that at the time 
of his vi,it to ihc mine lw confirmed 
the Ld that consickrnblc quantitieq 0f 
,]:,ck or S'n:til coal had ken dumped at 
p-l·nss, and qnotr;:; hi,:, .sincere effort to 
market this t·la~:, of co~tl. .I lll!lSt defi~ 
nitcly shto thot this was nd ihe das9 
of en.d cl'lcil!h fo!lncl n ma""kct for. Hio 
n1ain inqui1~ics were~ for scrc~necl slack, 
; '1d it c,"" onlv after considnra,hle per­
.... 1~:tSIOJl (duo to the irnpc~:3ibilit.v of 
.~...,1'N'nln-:r the sla· k in sufiicie~1t flUan­
tii:ics to load and boat c·xpeditium;ly}, and 

f,-~,t ihat. the duntp <tt grass vvas 
,.,,u]t of tlv dnff coal 
to ~a,tisfv hi" demands 

r.or scr('fll(!d slack, that 1.~:e indu<: Jcl him 
to tak0 thr ordinary run-of-min0 slack, 
1'1~5e1·ving onl~- a,:::, ~nuch screPncd slack 
ilS the rninc had ord( rs f'!r dufl:'. 

"Sleigh \7rts not r: ·_ponsible for t~e 
'"]c, of bck at g-russ because he d1d 
not require this. A great proportion 
of this c0al was washed away by flo0dt 

Hon. E. A. Atlterton.] 
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w~tcrs or destroyed by fire. and the 
ren,ainder sold at very low r -tes to local 
con:surners t·o avoid fu.rther lm)S. In fact, 
rrferm ,;o to his originRl orders for 
bCfO( ned ~lack show3 r. dcsi:oe for freshlv­
min d >malls, he eddcmtly Lot being keen 
on thnt lying on the surf".ce. 

" Sloip-h, therefore. cannot iako credit 
for relieving iho stocks at :::~rass. 

" Furthe? no doubt o"\vinf)" tn ~hart 
supplies du~ lo the strike, sr:ipn.onts of 
ordiJHll'V rnn-of-1nine lack have been 
iJJcrc..toed, whilo demand for any class of 
tcnY1 coal lws bt-_ _-.n cxc,~s,.,lve, and to 

suppl:· ns gr._at a tonna
0

o .• s poc.oible, 
::>i·ders filkd ha.-c boon mostly run-of­
Jninc coal Therefore, v2-rv Ettlo s1nalb 
ar0 now ·available, 1l.w1 i: ,,ould cer­
tainly prefer if it wore po ;iblt• that 
;:,km:tnd for ,l,is class OI coal \\OU]d COn­
tinue in tho future. 

" Regarding his roforcnc., to my deduc­
tious that scrc>cned coal would be largely 
called for for export, I still maintain that 
under ordinarv conditions this would still 
hold good, anct in support of this I would 
refer to Mr. Sieigh's letter of :::9th June, 
in which u request was made, after 
inducement by Sleigh, to take 60 per 
cent. of screened and the bo.lance in 
sma!ls (presumably screened smalls). 
8leigh's remarks re cost. to produce slack 
and largo scrcr>ned coal is incorrect. The 
mine produces only run-of-mine coal, and 
the separatiolt of smalh from largo cer­
t;;inly adds to the cost, and at the same 
time tends to reduce output under exist­
ing .condition~. particularly \Yhen in pro­
duclng scn~t·ned coal the average pro­
duction is EO per cent. screened and 50 
per cent. un -t 11, and on ,·csc-ceening the 
srnall, the duff coal an1ounb; to approxi­
matdy 40 per cent. of the scrGcnings." 

I just v, ish to c b m- that 1\Ir. Slcit;h has not 
taken nuy of that coil! up to the present 
time, 2nd has t: ken on] v snv ll unslacked 
eo tl under prc ::uro. · 

Me. : If e wrote .a.nd iold Jl18 that it 
67 per cent. 

The SECHET \li;S.' FUH :,rE\ES: It re-p­
resent·~ only 3J per cent. 

In reply to tbe r::mHtl'k':> of l.he hon. mem­
ber for \{ an\_,go t.his tlltJl'ning, I \Yish to 
state t 1

'J..t he ('anw to Juv o~~~co shortlv 
aft.~r I bad o·v·cr th portfolio ~f 
SccrotR n· f.'•r a•1d he Btoted to n1e in 
my oflic:o that Isa '\Iincs Limited 
v, anL ::1 ro ju1H[l lea D nd that, if 
he \VCrf' Secretar:y for ~lint-'S, he ·yrvuld not 
c11tc rt1.iu it frr one 1no:mcnL I thjnk my 
l'cpl,r hi 11 was that, unforttmotely for 
hin1, wa~ Seen .. 1ry for J\:li11cs ::tnd not he. 
Bcforo he w,·nt nny further, I n)so told hhn 
that I thought it would be better if he did 
not discu.~·s the pro~Josition that he can1e 
to C~scu·s 1vith rue, and th •t h0 2!1ou1d hayp 
a collfcrunc -~ ~ ith 1\lount lsa l\Iinr"' Lirnitod. 
\Yhcn. po~·•ib]y, tbcv n1ight be aL!e to cornu 
to so1ne agro~u1ent. Apparentlv, tho hon. 
member fo1· \YHr~go thought otlwrwise, and 
immediatolv informed n1e that it v.ts no u-e 
secinc; thorn-that that thev lwd offered 
hirn \vas a pe:' nul h£• ha~l ~.sk;d for a 
\n.Ltern1elon. That was the expr~·-:..s:ton h 
made u~e Df. and I !cave it to the public 
to decide "·hat he mennt. After he had 
discusser! the matter IYith me fm- alxlut 
half an hour, Jw dPrid,_•.d ihat. if I \vonld give 
him tlu1e to .:·o to SydnPy to di~cusD tho 
matter with Monnt I .. :1 ]I;Iin•'-l Limited, he 

[Hon. E. A .. tlthcrton. 

would take the opportunity and leave bj' 
train ihn following morning. I told him that 
I \vould give hilYJ a week, n,nd in the Inean­
time I would not discuss the matter with 
Mount lsa ]'.lines Limitcci. 'l'hc hon. mem­
ber for \'V arrego insinuated this morning 
that l\~Ir. Macartney, of tho firm of Thynno 
and iviscartw~yj :;olicitors fo1· the J\1~unt Isa 
Mines Limited, was in tow with me. and 
said' definitely that they could get anythinr;. 
I want to say right here that I di,] not dis­
cu~s Mount Isa ,.-ith M1·. M:>cortnov. Mr. 
:Macartncv came along the following day, 
al!d I t,,·lcl him the ,·erv same thing that 
I had to1d the hon. n1. rnb0r for \Yarrego: 
That I thougl',~ that at that juncture it,was 
'ynser not to UlSCl'..~'3- the lease; eoncerneo. I 
also told him that I had g·iv<'E the hon. 
member for \Van·ogo a wock in which to 
go to Sydney to confer, I believe, with Mr. 
Draper. rcpr<',ontative of :Mount Isa J\1mes 
Limited, and that I would not give a dnci~ion 
on the matter ono way or the other untJ! I 
had given the hon. member a week in which 
tl' return from Sydnuy. 

Mr. JOKES: I tried to bring them together 
before you entered the department. 

Th- SECRETARY FOH. MINES: Nmv 
the hon. member for \Varrego endeavours 
to lead the people to believe that I did not 
keep to my word and give him that week. 
It was on a. Friday that th~ hon. member 
for Warrego had the meeting with me, and 
on Saturday, 25th May, he left for Sydney. 
He did not return until Monday, lOth June. 
It \vas 1ny intention to proceed North on 
Monday, iOth Ju110, and I did not give my 
decision until 12 noon on Monday, lOth ,June, 
oO that, instead of givinf\' the hon. member 
c, w-;ek, I really gaye lnm st xtccn d"tys.. I 
held back mv deci,ion c s long as I poss1bly 
could. I tri~cl to plav as fair with the hon. 
rne1nb -·r for ''r a lT':.-:'.'0 as I do '>lith anyo_le 
f'l"('. I can .a3suro- you~ lVIr. I{cbcrts, that, 
\\'hih' I or<.~lPY rny present position. I do 
1:nt lr_icnd to fnvour or fear anyone. I 
inh'nd tc. do my duty in tl'k interests of the 
~.!tat~. 

\"\,~l1011 se~~H d l'Cading of 
-1 _.L\gi·cqncnt Uat:ifi­

mf'n1Lcr for 1l\' arregu 
Is r --'parted i~1 '' I-lan~ard " aJ hn ving said-

" Follol\ 1ng on th1q I l1~Hl this interv-je\v 
,,,·ith the' S<XL' tnn..- £or ~ . .:in~'S. \\hO quite 
nat-lralh- FCd a wi~.h to ~·et thP 
mat!.or · up. I told him I would 

to the n0xt d 'Y rnd confer. 
t}Jot.r- ht thj~ Ta:, a good 
it ,_,·hilo I .lS c cay. I 

a T"r~dc. they hav-ing 
lntci·viow. J-Iavlng 

'1:~y, at the end 
ih~t rcallv there 

a mr,ctin:· ·at alL 
rnca.ntln1e it .,- ,1.s being told 

t-hat JYir. ·"'ILc,trtne.,., the 
for tho Isa ~IinP" Con1pany, 

A2'ent-Gcnoral and that Isa 
1 gl't anvthing it W<J.nted. It 

a fact that on the following Tuesday 
-I ···:rr.e L ,ck to Bri ·bnne imm1 iin.tr:ly. 
but the r,Enister hod gono 2\~orth on the 
Mondav." 

The hoi!. 1nen1bA1~ for \~arr{ go forgets that 
jt v,as Tuesd, v y;ef.'k vvhen he can1e back to 
J3risban~. Ho· there attempts to discredit and 
besmirch tho honour of t.lw Agent-Gen2ral 
fo,· Queonshnd, .,-ho is n'?t now in the State, 
"nd who cannot defend hrmself. It 1s no use 
the hon. member attempting to put that 
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over the people of Queensland, because the 
conildonc" of the people of Qt<eensland to 
an indiYidual is behind the Agent-General, 
nnd tlmi being- eo the hon. member for 

cannot po:'' es~ their confidenc(. The 
member al··o stated-
" 1-frr ving put n1e off . . . " 

That had nothing to do "· ith me. \Vhen he 
came to me I denlt '" fairly as I possibly 
could with hln1. l a~kcd llirn in the interests 
of itll the parties concerned to endeavour to 
sottle the matl"r amicably. 'l'ho reply that 
I rec,;ivod \vas " Tbe:,7 ofi'cr1 d me a peanut, 
and I wnntC'cl a wat:'rmclon." After dis­
cc-. ~ing tho nwtter with him] he informed 
me that, if he were Secretary for Mines, he 
would not c11tertain the application of the 
company. I asked him quietly did he own 
those !oases. He said ho did. I said that 
I had yc•t to learn that ho did own them. 

l\lr. ,JOXES: He said he owned them under 
optiou. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I said 
to the hon. member, "Have you complied 
with the labour conditiom ?" He said '' No, 
I cannot say that I have." I also asked him 
if he had had the courtesy to apply for 
exemption fJ;.om the labour conditions on 
those leasce. He said he could not say that 
he had done so. It was not until I passed 
thPse remarks that the hon. member for 
\Varrego condescended to go to Svdney to 
interview the representatives of the Mount 
Isa Company. Previous to that the attitude 
he adopted was that, as I was a new 
Miuister, he could bluster and put the con­
fidence trjck OYer rnC', ns it v.rero, and thus 
;;et what he wanted. \Vhen he saw that I 
wa' not to be so easily influenced, he asked 
n1o-in fa:ct, aln1ost begged of me-to give 
him the opportunity to go to S:'dney and 
disctLs the matter with tho representatives 
of the Monnt ha Company. That was tho 
wbole int<,·vie · the hen. xncmber had with 
me in rcgurd to those lor:scs. I say d"finiteiy 
thn~. I ·.·a; not [l.rtin.:::; in rollus?on with th'e 
pr' sr'1t i;.gcnt-Ccneral, and that nothiHg of 
tht~ sort C''--ct entered mind. and I ~'.111 
sure lt did not cnl.:r !nind of the Ag-ent~ 

.d. l refn· cd to ce the reprc·s,__,nt tivcs 
~fount I sa Comr "ny until the time I 

ga ,-e th0 hon. 111ernbrr for \Yan·ego to Yisit 
had f'lnp::.1ed. I neYer sa1v the cornpany's 
l'PJ11'0 c'ntati,-c, afterv. ctrcls. as I left for the 
North th:tt aftccrnoon, ac cl I placed the ovor­
.si[iht of my department in the hands of the 
AttonH'y-General. I am sur, that. on the 
fact< as I hnvo given them to the Com­
m!th~f'. no on~~ cnn accu.~ rn" of any 
collusion. 

f4 p .. m.J 
/\5\ thcro w :..s rcallv no discussion on lhe 

vote for the Chic±" Office, exore is nothing 
much for rne to say, except to rncntlon t:.at 
the for this year are ba."·cd on the 

for last 0•ear. I desired, hrw­
(wrr. to bke the O]Jltortunity of clearing 
the different people whom the hon. member 
for 'Yarrego tried to implicate 1n his 
rema1·ks. 

Item (Chief Office) agreeJ to. 

1~ AID OF ~H::HNG. 

Tit" RECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon 
E. A. Athcrton. ChiTICJ(JOe) : I bQ,.; to move­

"That £12.0JO be granted 'In Aid of 
1\·'Iining.'" -

Mr JONES (Pa<ldington) : I noti,o that 
th>~re is an increase of £4,000 provided this 

year for prospecting. This is a very difficu1t 
>o(e to administer-a fact of which I made 
no secret during n1y tenure of office. I 
should iike to see a very much larger sum 
placc.J on the Estimates in aid of mining· 
in order that pYospecting 1night be assis_~ed 
in the Stab,. Hitherto no Government J1as 
done much in that direction, and I should 
like to see the aLount £100,000 instead of 
the £10.000 providul How. To allocate 
£10,000 in a big State like Queensland an.d 
givo general satisfnction to prospectors 1s 

one of the hardest things in the world. 

Th' SECRETARY FOR Mnms : Of course, we 
haYe to cut our suit according to our cloth. 

~Ir. J01\JES : I am not complaining of the 
increase \Yhich has been provided this year; 
] rncrelv condernn the general prospecting 
svstem -in force in Queensland to-day. 
'v\'hilst I do not for a moment decry th<~ 
wonderful service rendered by the old 
pioneers and prospectors, and rcali··e th~t 
they should be assistc·d in their declimng 
vea.rs I think ihe nresent system is 'vrong, 
and have held that- opinion for many years. 
P·rospecting so far has not been properly 
defined. I do not think that the term means 
merely the going out into virgin oo~mtry 
and looking for shows. Rather do I thmk­
and the hon. member for Gympie may agree 
with me-that prospecting to-day might ,be 
appJi,od to an older field, like Gympie, whtclt 
had been previously discovered. Tl!e ques­
tion 1.~ not so n1uch ont> of d1scovenng ne\7 

ftelds but rather centres on ore-bodies 
alroaclc- discovered. vVe know of huge 
denosils that would go as high as from 5 to 
10 ·per cent. which rtr·e lving idle to-day, 
simpi,,- bc·causc our methods of treatment 
arc obsolde. That IS one nhase of ~he· 
1nini!1g- jndnstry to which soLlC att-entro_1 
shcnld b<J gi\-cn. 

Prospcci ing should not . be dcftncd . a~ 
n1r•rcly ~oing' ont and se·uch!ng for a cap1.ta.~. 
lode un.~ thPn dcvc]oplng 1L Pro ,pcct1ng 
should be regarded as treating and clci•Clop­
ing so1no of fh0 orc-boclir~s and fields a~rcaa.v 
discovered. I kno\'' thnt it i:-:J Yz·r? difficult 
for the :· .. J:inicter to r-bandon thr- prcsGnt 
s»st('In al~ogc0.1el'. The h 'nding o~1t of a 
fe\v pou1Jds a 1-vrck-·hc cannot gn·c full 
' nr;rs---is 1~ol 1nc£'ting "'lv1th the suf'cr-s" that 

ircat n1 'lllY pC0lJlc think. J\.{ount 1~a \vas 
bv two prospnctors who ha.d never 

a.rP~ GoYcrnrnent a:=~si~·tancc at all. 
Jf w0 are tO help tht~ n1lning industry as it 
should b~ helpetl: vro \Yant to a1te_r . the 
present sqtcm. anrl, ins~ead of the ~Inuster 
ha.vivg to come to tlus Hotue to rat1fy 
agreernents. lw :-:..hould havo power ur:der 
the Mining Act to deal with these questions 
eYen wh· n ParliamEnt is not sitting.. He 
should be ompo .ccl'f'd to subsidise the mdns" 
try to a ~Tcater extent, and I alw~:.·s thought 
so wlH"1 I was in charge of the dcp··rtmo";t· 
I knm · the 1\Iinishr can retort. " 1-Vh:v dtd 
\'OU 110t do t:bat. \Y,hcn ycu YvTC'rc here? " I 
\Yould point out that I had to ftght for ~ho 
inclustF. ns he will have to f1ght for it. 'lhe 
industry. should be dealt with iu a much 
bi.;gcr v:ay, as I suggest. 

Item (In Aid of l\Iining) sgrced to, 

}IJX!NG FIELDS. 

'l'he S1~CHETARY FOR J\IINES (lion. 
E. A. Atherton, C! illaooc): I bt g to move-

" That £39.290 he granted for 'Mining 
Fields.''' · 

Mr. Joneg.] 
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Mr. JONES (Paddington): As one who 
has had a long connection with the Depart­
ment of Mines, I would not like this vote 
to pass without some comment, as it may 
be the only opportunitv I shall have to 
express my great sa.trsfaction with the 
Geological Sun-ey Department of this Stlth>, 
In the Geological Survey Department of 
Queensland we haYe some of the finest men 
and most capable goologhb in the State. 
The strange part is that >Ye have not more. 
I think the time is opportune to make somo 
plea for the trainin-:- of some of our yo·mg 
1!nivcrsit:;· ,,tuJcnt.s in this profcs·.sion. The 
time ·hill arriYo in An:3tratia verv shortl: 
-in Qneemland it has arriy,:d-,;•hcn tho 
various Governments will Jind difficultv in 
mctintairung a staff of geolop·ists. \th-•n 
adding to tho sbfi a year ora so ar-o, Pro~ 
fessor Richards, of. the On!?CL·Jo..nd 1-;-nivcl'­
sity, to1d n10 that after" 1Ir. J)crnncad, a 
bright yonng rnan, ru:ne frorn the univcrs!t-,­
to the Gcologi('al Dl1 parhuent, lF' l1ad nO 
you11g men in h 1ining as geologid~. 

I do not kno~;~_· whether the positio:1 i::; due 
to iho smc ll salary paid, and under 
our sy,tem of go"Cemment I haYc to take my 
Hharo of responsibility in that regard. It 
i3 regrettal,J0 to think that a man like Mr. 
Boil, Deputy Chief GoYel'lJmrnt. Geologist, 
is still on a .•al:ny of £70rl. 1 do not want 
the l\linisb r to interject aiJd say, "You 
should han:. raised the salary." He knows 
Lho difficu!tv one is confronted >Yith. There 
wo have a --1nan 'Nho is \Yorth a gi'C'J-t deal 
more than ho is gettiur''· Speaking generally, 
the Government Geoiogist and the other 
memboro of the staff arc a fino body of 
men. The mining industry will depend a 
rreat de:tl in the futuJ'8 on this bunch of 
the dc:oartmont. Geologicot! surve,v work 
before clo.-elopmontal work, particularly in 
the pctro],•urrl jndustry, i;s very important. 
What the geologist can do in that direction 
is to point out the structures mc•t favourable 
for the accumulation of oiL I know there 
are people in the State who expect the geolo­
gists to say, " There are oilpools here and 
oil pools there." Mr. Ball, who is equal to 
the best geologists in the world. points out 
what the geologist can do and what he 
rannot do. The geologist can preyent the 
expenditure of large sums of money in use­
less prospecting, drilling, or blind-stabbing. 
'fhat. is where il man of the ability of Mr. 
Ball IS of great value to Australia in regard 
to petroleum geology. He can point out 
the locations >Yhich have favourable struc­
tures for oil. The public may expect more 
than that, but _we know that seientiJic geology 
does not perm1t o£ more being done. 

I rose chiefly to pa;,- a tribute to the 
geological survey staff, including the officers 
conducting operations in outside mining 
fields. The Minister knows b, this time that 
he has a staff of which ho may well bo 
proud. If my anticipations are correct, he 
has taken char~·,, of the department at 
a very fortunate time for himself and the 
State. Hon. members opposite may call me 
optimistic if they wish, but the hon. gentle­
man has taken over the dopa rtmcnt just at 
the tnno '"hen i\fount Is a will de.-elop, and 
the Herbcrton and other tinJlelds in the 
North are capable of great development. 
Oil-prospecting also is now at a stage when 
he can reasonably hope for success. 

The TREASURER: You ar<' geJ,crally re­
garded as being optimistic. 

[Mr. Jones. 

Mr. JONES: Yes. I know the struggle 
that has taken place in regard to oil-pros­
pecting. I have never stated in this Chamber 
that oil has been definitely discovered in 
Queensland in commercial quantities, but, 
after carflfnl study, I anticipate-and I am 
supported b:! the opinion of the State 
geologists-that the prospects of Jlnding 
oil in commercial quantities in the western 
portion of Queensland, p~rticularly at Long­
reach and in the Roma district-arP 'till ver: 
promising. 

In this search for oil what W.Ls regarded ,'s 
a fact yeotcrday may be an absurdity to-day, 
or an nbsurdity to-day may be a fact 
tc morrow, hut I believe that '\h. B:·ll and 
other" in tlw d"'Jartment associated with him 
have doao sign~l service by the V;?ry c::treful 
reports th<y have made. I bclicYo eventually 
v:c chall be successfuL 

'1-,his vote al.,o ernbraccs gcophysi< :1l pros­
poctillg. I v. as respot sib le for 11r. Dun,tan, 
the Chief GoYcrnrnont Geologi .. t. f!;oing tv 
Gennan::. to inquil'e into geophysk~ in that 
coun'ry. I am hoping jhat geophysics ',';ill 
be the link that the geolo_7·i3ts hav·~ been 
looking for-knowing a.3 I do jhat ceology 
is n0t an cx:1ct science. The report that WE: 

have h.-·d so far is the report by the C01TI· 

rt1orcial represc~1ta.Uve..:~ o£ the b":buf Institute. 
\Vo hcn·o to Le verv careful in this maltcr. 
I Lave subL1itted (~ertain que' tions to the 
}\1iHish r on this. line of rrrgtun,~nt, and he 
has ans--,-2red thern. I kno\v that he Ca.nnot. 
compel the Elhof In' titutL to supply him 
-,, ith the scientific report on which the com­
tncrcial ropres..:•ntative's report was based, but 
he has promised to ask for it. If that report 
were supported by men likA J\lr. Ball or the 
Chief Government Geologist, JHr. Dunstan, 
their deductions would be of value to the 
department a'1d the people of the State, but 
:1t prcscllt ~<vc ar0 at sixes and SC\'ens. \Vo 
do not know whether to take the report 
seriously or not. I do not think that we 
ha vc ye' had a scientific report. Person ally 
-not because the report was unfayourable­
I am not prepared to accept it. It is like a. 
geophysical report on ground whore we have 
had two ·drills put clown, but we thought that 
geophysical methods would cli,cern the, gco­
lof!ical character of the country before the 
drills, and determine not only the structure 
but also the mineral or oil content that might 
be there. It is easy to make a report after two 
drills have gone down in the are'a over which 
the survey has b"on made. A week part of 
that report is that it makes a wholesale 
condemnation of the Maranoa basin, although 
the gconhysicists surveyed only 2 or 3 square 
miles of that area. I do not think that it 
i?. fair to the geologists or the eci<--nce of 
geology that a report like that should go 
out '' ithont some further inYestigation. and 
I hope that we sha 1l be ablo to get the 
'cientiJic report of tho Elhof Institute so that 
it can re submitted to the geologists. 

At anv rat<', I pay my tribute to the 
Geologi< a! Survey Department and the men 
cngag,"d in tho ontor !1elds of the State, 
bee dlSO I bP!ieve they arc rendering signDJ 
service to Queensland. 

Item !Th!ining Field.") agreed to. 

STATE MINING OPERATIONS. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoc): I beg to move­

" That £2,650 be granted for 'State 
Mining Operations.' " 

Item agreed to. 
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"' QCE~:t';SL.\.XD GOVERX:\IE~T :.II::.\ING J0t7R::-.TAL.', 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. E. 
A. Atherton. Clu'llayoe): I beg to move-

" That £2,325 be granted for ' Queens­
land Government ]\fining Journal.' " 

1 tom agreed to. 

R.UL\AlAYS. 

G'_XElL\L ESL\.fLISH~fE:t-;T--CHI£1.:' OFFICE. 

Tlw SECHET \RY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
(Hon. Codhcy ;\lorg tn, Jiuriliu): I beg to 
tj_:OYC-

" That £112,800 be granter\ foi· 'G cneral 
Est, blislunent--Chiof Office.' " 

The apparenf- S[l vjng ov0r last year's rtppro­
pr·'ation j;:; .£. 1 14 und £13 O\'Cr Ja::;t year's 
actual oxpt:'ndiLnrc; but tbe saving i;::; 1nuch 
rnorr>, ns t1H• provisi<;n lnc!udes anto-
h!.ttic awal'd totalling £1,190. The 
total appropriatiou ::· ught foT t.he dcparhnr nt 
io £6.2C 'l.ZcO, induding £8,220 for the Intel­
lirrcncc and Torn·lf:;t Burc:1u hitherto pro­
vif1cd fo-r in the Cbipf SPcrctarv's E8tin1ates. 
The cor '~~ponding pl'O\·ision for lait :,·eor 
\\T< £6,324.211, so that £115.991 lPss is asked 
for t;hi·: vcar tlL1n was J)l'OYidecl for in 
192.3-29. .,.l'lw ~1rict0st econOIIl)', consi.stc _lt 
·Y\·it.h ~ :.fety and without irnpr,iring oftlciency, 
ha:-: been o~~ervcd in framing- tlw Est1rnatc·,. 
The a>-Jount asked for i.:; £2,059 less than ·d1e 
Hchwl 1 \:pendituro last. ycal', notwithstanding 
that thc':C> arc 102 n1orc nt11cs of line open 
th:-~n at the bf'~6uuillg of la:'t ~vcar; tlwt 
£42,932 hns to lY~ provided to :tncct uuto­
nlatic jn,·ren~cs du(' tnHlf'l' the" a T1val'd: and 
also an additional £25.000 has bec•n induded 
fo:..· hoilc-e l'epLtt:l'lltPr'ts nncl seT ,-ral other 
iten1s of additional unaYoidablo expenditure. 
\Vith the eo-: tinuan< e of the strictest cconon1\" 
in every t~Yc:nne of -workjng, I <nn ccnYinced 
tlw rednr"l'll lHOYi~ion y·-ill h• sHfficlcllt to 
rncct the dcpartn1ellt's n~qnlrL'HJrllt"', ihe 
figures for the first three n1ont.h~ of 1he yc-:r 
confirn1ing Ill.'' YiP\\-~, as J-hu CXlJc•nditnre 
for the period is £4~,336 le,, than for the 
correspondiug pcrjod 1ast year. 

The prob cble l'CYPilUO for tlw c'Pn.r 1929-30 
has been set down at £7,675,000, or £107,719 
more th~n last ycn.r's receipt'. Thoug-h the 
effects of the cl1 ought conditior,g which still 
ohtain in ~c\·eral pa,rts of t:ir· St:Jto arc 
reflc•cted jn tlw railv·,·,ty receir;L~, irnpro-..:c­
rncnt') in tl·nffic in othC'r dirPetion~ is lookod 
for. Motor competition is still affecting· the 
departrnent"s reYcnue, particule.riy in short 
distance J .. l 'Pnger tr .. flic-thc lmlky and 
lower cia'··;ifted e·oods being loft for tbo rail­
\Va~;:, to carry-but this CO]llpetit.ion is being 
flrmly grappled with by the clcp:,t·t:.oent. and 
som< of the tr ffic prcvioush· diverted has 
been rce·ained. l'vcr;vthing pc', ;ibl:• ,. ill be 
done to populnr·i,o the r ilway . Dailwccv 
tnotot ;;;cn;ict'> ill he extcnd0d Or <>tnhlisJJcd 
whcro th('y can an·angcd cconornicallL jn 
order to p:·ovido a qllickct· ~f_'l'Yice than is 
pc·_,sible y·jth n:jxcd tntins. Slh~cial attention 
v:iH b-~ gi \TPn tn t ho Pxpoditious handiiug 
and tran~it of live:--tock and goods traffic. 
The ir~stitution of ra.ii motors ha-., lntd a vcr~· 
bcnd!ciol c'Tc t on the r"v--·nue of the clrno.ri.­
Incmt. In n1<Hl,Y ca""c's ·w1:ere thn cl('partinent 
"vas subjt'ct to Ycry kec-_1 <?Onlpc-Htion, that 
competi_tim; h"s been removed completely by 
the 1nsbtuhon of rail1notor'.. It is the inten· 
tirHI of the <h'partmcnt to extend that ser:·ice 
wherever possible. Applications ha,-e been 
received from all over the Statf', and at the 
prcs.ent tin1C' a large numbr~r of rail tnotors 

arc· under construction with a v1ew tc 
engaging in that competition. In some 
in~tancf·S that n1: 1 "",~ 1nean fewLr goods or 
Inix.r_d train~. Thve dcpartrnent is finding 
that tho people prefer tho quicker motor 
t-ransport. That n1otor transport dor'! not 
ir:terfero ,yjth tho conveyance of goo<ls owing 
10 the fact th~:t we run good~ +rains on those 
iincs al·o. Spe.cial attention will be given to 
the transportation of livestock and of the 
~·oods traffic. 

:\h. KTIC7A);' (Jlrisbane): I expected that 
tho :;\Iinistcr would have given this Com­
mittee some information on the policy that 
the Uovf'rPnlent, aftr·r five n1ontlu;' mature 
< _msiderahon, had decided to adopt in .con­
ne ~·Lion with l he Ruih~·"l~, Dormrt~YFJnt. \Ve 
t·£Ln all recall that, .... \hen the hon. gentleman 
·,n·"' ,jti_-ing in oppos!iion, ho had a great 

to :::-.ay a Lout the n1an g- 1ncnt of the 
r:_ (Y"'· It w6u ld be YC'l'Y in teres~ ing to 
kno\v ,~·bat n?COiTllll( udaiions he has made to 
tJH~ Cabinet v: Lth a v-i- w to rna.king the rail­

pay. 1 \\Jnld Ll-o Ji~ ... e to k.,ow what 
dnne in the dirc-c~ion of ~~otting rid 
lH_ .a.t1d hls colleague-, \V hen in 

<1e,cribcd as the politicn,l control 
nuite recently the hon, 

prc'"'urno on the aJ.v!co of hi,1 

0"\"IH'l'. 

ojiccrs--de{;idccl to C-"~rtain 
Lc'i ·.·,•rn Stcnthorpc \Varwick 

t~101n into gates, in other 
dcr·it.l~._cl to convert gates into 

The ronvcr .. ion of gates 
stations n1can'j that goods aro 

r.:.c tho-;:c ~t ~tions at tho risk of the 

}lr. JosE": That will nD·t aid the rovenuu 
of tb-, depn.l'ilnent. 

KIR\Y.\2\J: It ·,,·ill also b8 interesting 
;o c,•rtain facts concerning C1e transfer 
of staiiou-1na:-:ter::.. fron1 ce:ttain important 
;,:r·t ropolitan suburbuE stations a.nd the 6Ub­
~1 ituti0n jn ihl'ir plaec of gatek1~epcrs. Ono 
of th·::-~e st;Itious---\Vooloo\vln-had been re­
cogni;;:;cd k:; ,tn imr:::·ortant strdion ever sinC'e I 
,.,u-1 recollect, and rny recolle-ction carri~s n1~ 
fort~ years back. 'lbo -..arne policy is con-
1-c'rn:-;]ate•l in connection with Milton, 
Tar~n;_ ~. and _-\_uchcnflo,ver, and, ,,-hether 
that polio· will be extended to equally im­
vcr<· • nt stutiom lJ~b·een Ipswich, Sandgate, 
<tnd l'inkenba I do not know. If the JYiinister 
has in mintl the transfer of g·atekeepcrs from 
mch p~ in<-; as Clayficld, Virginia, or Gee­
hung ro the stations I bavf) 1ncntioncd, will 
he inform thi·; Committee "' hetlwr it is 
•·xpodcd that th0se -:\·omen shall do the work 
~,ppf t Jinin,-,. to their duties at tho':;e stations 
fo~: th' ~:unc~ pay and allowanct'3 as they are 
now n···• iYitrg? Is it the policy of the 
UoYenunPnt to traiJ~fcr "'tation-masters in 
1 c·cc1_j_)t. nf. ::ay, £6 per '':t' _k, and roplace 

·, ith ~!l"utekt:epcrs at £2 173. 6d. per 
to do ihn s nne quanhl1ll r [ \vork, in an 
to rodHcc the r 'ilwa v deficit and to 
g·rclh::r dlicic.ncy? ~ 

would also like the liinistcr to make 
1Jrm1onnccn1ont on i he policJ 

in l'('g-ard to retrenchment. 
a con~-idorablu arrlO'J.nt of 

going on in the rdlwny ser­
,-jce. and hon. u1en1bcrs arc anxious to learn 
,,-h:thcr any definite dccjsion in this respect 
has been arriYcd ,t.t by tho Cc.tbinel. 

Tlw Deputy Leader of the Oppo•ition 
>tat~cl the other ~vening that the Hailway 
D0partment had dispens0d with the services 
of fonrteen moll at Townsville recently; and 

Mr. Jlit'WMI .• ] 
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there is a rumour current that dra•tic 
retrenchment is contemplated in thP Rail­
way Department, whore the axe is hanging 
over the h"ads of unfortunate ernplo~, c3es who 
have been in tho :-l2partr11ent for long oerlods 
of time. 

[4.3() p.m.] 
~fhc St~RET/!_Ry FOR RAILY~ AYS: \Vho IS 

spr·:ading that rumour ? 

Mr. KIRWAN: l';ot 1! 
lvir. J\1AKWELL: You lll'lY t1~:; getting others 

io .do it for you. · 

Mr Kift\VA:t\.: As the Treasurer would 
say in that dwraderi:;tia manner of bis. "It. 
has be n generally reported." (Laugnter.) 

'rhc S• _·m~TArY FOH H.AIL\v.\YS: }'or political 
purposes: 

Mr. KIHWAN: I am astounded that th0 
Secretary for Railways shmt!tl SUf,o;·est that 
t~o Treasurer v;oulcl do anything for poli­
ilcal purposes. 

The TREASUJ<ER: Surely .-ou aro not accus­
ing me of doing anything' foi· political pur­
poses? 

Mr. KIRIVA;\1: Thoro is no m•ocl for mo 
to do so; the fkcret •ry for Hailways has 
already accu "cd the hon. gentleman. 

The J\1ini;;ter made referm1c8 to 1 he tre­
mendoue competition '.vhich the H.ailwav 
Department is facmg from the increasing 
motor trallte. Unquc;tionabJy, motor trans­
port has become :very popular in the carriage 
of passengers and goods. The problem is 
not con lined to Queensland; it is Common­
woalth-Yi.'idc, :1nd extends to NL··w Zealand 
where, recently, the responsible J1ead of th~ 
Railway Department told the public in cer­
tain country di,;tricts that the railwavs would 
be closed dc•wn if the public did n0t l)atronise 
them. lir> cxnre.s~cd Yii\Ys slmilHr to those 
t·xprc•,sed bv the Sc·cTC'U\rv for Ratlwavs hero 
w.l;c:n l11? tUt.~d that it ,~-~l~ not JH'opLosccl t~ 
uuhso tho n:uhraYi' :rncrt.dv fot' th!"' carriaP'P 
of ~on-p~~:olin::, bltlk~~ artlc1er:; 2ncl1 Ps g~!~ 
vun1scd. 1rcn; Inaclnnory, etc.. rtlld nllo,,·· 
rnotor Ln:i:~port to ('at0r f.or hi"h-<:las-: oods 
for Y.hic:h J-~-iu·h rntc;; of frcio:!tt' '" n· obtain-
<tble. - c -

Ivlr. ~;nu"-): Uur ~Iinistc'r lu" , ux-pr. < ... (•cl 
the ",arnc SlHtimen1s her.::-. 

If the l1on. gcntlcrnaJt ha(1 
would haYc hccrd mu 

is not or;1.r an ...:\us­
t!._. v;otlc~. ln the 

cxarr1plc~ I am told that 
uct -cat,~_r for irahiC for 

::; on u line si1nilar io 
io r:.roo,woontba. tllc traHk 

"t-a tiuns beitlg handled 
1vhich i'l J:un jll con­

r:1ih--n\ 1''-'rYicc~s. In 
nriYatel~r-o-;v;_;r:d r.a,il1vav 
\vith thC ~am._c~ difficult\~, 

:u·c u1;_1.1Jy zood roa(L 
(lcvc·1c.) ncnt }<::: tating 

roads for 2~1ntor trans­
port. ono I:1>tin road 1d11c 1 --·111 con­
~1Pct. two ciLie"i L;orr·j a .rnu1 of £5.000,000 
IS be1np: cxpc·nded; so that it will bP n1Jpal·cnt 
t-hat t~~·. qucs!~on of tlw incL·~nQ,illh n~otor 
cornpchtL ·1 \' llh tbe railivay seryicus is not 
nC?nlined to ./!le s.~~crct~~ry fDr 11.a1~'Yays and 
lns rospon::1:)le of_~cers. 

I do not wish lo take up t-l1e time of other 
l10n. mcmbrrs, but, as Jhis is perhaps one 
of the most imporbnt departments of the 
State, I >>i.•.h to deal with ono or two othe1· 
rnattQrs. 1 should like .<>me infon11ation 

[Jlr. lCnuan. 

from the Minister in connection with facili·· 
tics for dealing YYith luggage at the Central 
Hailwa.v Statiou, in regard to which I asked 
a qucstiou i his morning. I happened to be 
do··m <tt the Central Staticn yesterday, and 
J fOlu d ti-:.ese Ju;;ga p.,0 yJort.E"rs carrying two 
or thr·=-e pcrtnl'H1teaux, 'Yhich is not a proper 
method of deJling with luggage. As the 
hem. gcnt\Pman kno··,·s, on Lolh ibo Sydney 
a11d :.Ielbouruo platforms the porti>rs arc pro­
vided \Yith special luggag,·il barrows. 

'rhL~ SECHET.\RY :rou HAIL\.".\YS: There is 
vcrv little room at the Central Sbtion. In 
i3yclney ancl .Melbourne they have to nrry 
the luggage perhaps a quartc·r of a n1ile~ 
'Yhilc here 1t is onlr nccess~<ry t.o carry it 
fnl' yards. 

~.lr. KIRWAJ'\: Tho distance from the 
rlatfonn in Sydney to a 1notor vehicle :in 
tl1e 1na in .stre<:t is not Yery great. 

The SECRETAHY ron RAILWAYS: There are 
staiL· at th,, Brisbane Central Station. 

:Mr. KlRW.AN: If the hon. gentlemali was 
tra.-ellirw by the Wc,tern mail with two or 
three me~rrbcrs of his familv and he had four 
or five portmanteaux, it would not be a very 
uice job for the porter io pick up those port­
manteaux and cany them down No. 1 plat­
form. Surdy pro\'ision for half-a-dozen bar­
rows would facilitate tho work and be a con­
•·enience not only to the luggage porters 
but also to the passengers_ r.rhere is suffi~ 
cieut room o" tho Central Station platforms 
for a couple of barrows. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Hew lll'c you going to get 
the trucks dmYn the stairs? 

:i\lr. KIR\1' .\N: During the whole of my 
time ut the Central Station I never saw a 
nuck being wheeled down the stairs from 
~o. 4 plaHorn1. A" a rule, p~\.ssenqers who 
]aJld at pJatfonns 4, 5, and 6 pick up a 
n1oior-C'.11' o~t thrtt side of the station in the 
~ :nH' \~ a.y 1hat passenge:_·::; 'Yho land at Ko. 1 
platform pick up a ,-chiclc in _\nn strPeL 
Th.._l't~ i·; no nccc ~sity for a pc~r:-;on who arrives 
L, the =\ ortlwr_:1 1nail to rt')k a luggage por­
H'r to take h1:;; ]uggnge out to l\nn stef?et, 
I tnl't t.he }Jini·ter wiil give the Committee 
flp infonu tioL asked for. ln view of the 

that used to i!<ke place when the 
and his coll0· gues occupied 
l-~ouo~\ it is re,SOllablo to 

;-, ~wne that thc>y hasc given consideration 
t9 th~:o; probl(~ln, particularly as they hav-e 
::::1 '.ii:~tl thnt th1 / are ~'oin;; to put the rail­
w,tY~ vn a cmlnncrcia:l bllsis. I think the 
C·Ji'nmitLr i" entitled io a clcclarotioa of 
policy fron1 the hon. gcntlcn1~n. particularly 
i t r(':.(·arcl to tlu~ intcJtions o[ the Govern­
ln:~nt \riilr regard to the staff. 

Son1c (·_·-t 1'<-t consirleration ought io be given 
v.-·Jy of nn in salarv to a \VOlnan 

· <Lt~kec1 tu work, say~ at Tvlilton or 

dl-;_-c, tion. 

\Yhkl1 v.-as prcYiously done by fL 

I hope the :::~Iinister ~n ill give 
Jncrcast~ in '·."'_lary in th_,t 

:\lr. BHASi3I:\GTO:\ (Rulonw): I 
-.ottlf'whr~t ~nrpris_cl at 1hc st<LteL_lellt 
lw the J\Iinister t :J-cla.-: Prior to the 
dection, and in fact 'fo"' n1any years p .... st. 
hon. nH~lnbc:.,·::; oppo"it0, including th· preecnt 
~ecretar'f for H.rdhvays~ cont.inuallY C->--itici~'Jd 
dw late. Go\-f'l'nl11E'Ilt. foT \Yhat tll£'.Y ter1ned 
1~1rir Lak of policy regarding t.he railv a.y 
".tc•m. They nlso stated during the election 
earnpaign that. they were going· to introduco 
a sv· tem of coiJtrol on the railways which 
\\'OL;ld do c • .·ay with the yearly deficit and 
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place the ,ailwavs on a sound basis. Th' 
statement made -by the 'Minister this after­
noon does not oven sugge';Jt any definite policy 
in that regard. If th8 hon. gcntlmnan has a 
def-inite policv to overcorrw the evil, he has 
mOdC·\t!y- concealed it from US, and l hope 
that, wbon he rises again, he \vill givo us 
informativn which will justifv us in hoping 
that, when \VO are discussing this E·:,tinlate 
next vear. the railwavs will bo in a better 
positi~n than they arc "now·. 

The only thing the GoYcrnment have done, 
:.-o far a~ t Cl:lll see, sln8G earning into po\\er, 
has been to introduce a policv of retrench­
ment. 1 have in mind that certain stations 
throughout the St2te arc Ueing closed down, 
and I understand that the oHiccrs on those 
stations haYe been offered employment as 
lengthsmcn or on construction work. I hope 
the Minister will give us definite information 
on that point. It is hard!:· fair to men who 
have scn·ed the Railway Department faith­
h!llv and well to be removed from their 
poslt~ol ,, and sent to lower-grade wol'k, or 
po· s:b:y be put out of the service altogether. 

I de· ire now 1 o refer to the question of rail· 
yvay pa::;~es. Sor:1c tirne ago the 1'Iini.stcr 
;;.:tnrtkd the Srato by saying: that i.tt futuro 
thE2 Rail\\ a.v Dcpc_ll'tn1ent \Vould not bear the 
l'Xpent'e of the pa·· ~cs itisacd. Tha,t staten1ent 
was irttcrprctccl b' people outside to mc:m 
that :in future no free pa.s~L3 \Yuu.ld be issu~d 
by the Hailw.ty Department. In f et, the 
hon. gcnt~Pm::tn ns lookl'd upon as a onder~ 
ful aurniui"trnior, and as rue ·n·ho had tho 
-eour~1 :2,·c~ to thiK pr:Jblem nnd introchlc J 

a '~t .. uLnv I undcr;stand that the re-
RJF L"':bi1itv for a nun1b~r of tho-_c passes is 
b~t :1:g pla.cLd on the sho:.1lders of .another 
departmol!t, nnd the cost of the pa,sos for the 
futuro will bo dobitocl to the Troa:curv. Is 
th re <!.ll,V \VOnd :rful stat-0sn1rtnship i1i that 
action 1 Can that honestlv be claimed as a 
r0forrn itt the rrlilwav ::-:~rvYicc? Is that an 
e'Ca·-np1c c£ the w:1y the 1\linister is going to 
taddc the rliffiru:t problem of raihYay 
adtnini~tration and place our rail nays on a 
SOULd basis? 

He also forgot to add that, as a result 
of the GovL·rnntcmfs tan1pering \vith the issue 
of free passe~. he has cut out pa',ses to nil­
way employee,,. and their dependants who 
may beco:no ill and need medical attention. 
Forml'rly they wore entitled to passes to 
enable them to come to town and receive 
such atkntion. Only the other clay a case 
came wcdcr my notice in which the wife of 
a f, tt1cr had oeca>ion. before the defeat of 
the Lab011r GoYernn1ent. to C'ome to Brisbane 
to rec ·iye attention. After the elections the 
hu'h~nd wets informed that passes in such 
cases a' hPr~ would no lcngcr be issut'd, and 
sh~ was f:>c,,d with the po sibility of having 
t•J pay hDr fare back to the \Vest. I want 
to be foir, and say that, when I brought 
the ce.ee urclcr th•_' l1otice of the nuthorities, 
they W'.-re good enough to give her a pa", 
but I U"'r1eret:Lnd that in future such pf1s'es 
arc to be cut out. I deplore that action, 
ber'l u~o the pa~s was an en1-:rg2ncy one, and 
I ho·•e the Government will reconsider the 
de:·'·ion. 

ThP hon. gcntle:nan is ahvavs t:1IkiPg ab0ut 
n1a"':-ing th0- ra!lwa\~s !)ay. ·r sunpoSe th·1t 
nevt vear he will sl•ow " rcductcon in the 
deficit. bnt he will rercf{,l!v hide th~ fact 
tb3t the Pt'o1H-:: f1'o~n the r1.il '.a..,.,r n:-fre:-;h~ lC'nt­
rrorn'; h,an? been il'l(•],HL'd in thn rfl i~w:ty 
rf'V"PUf'. Th'lt ::<nd oth"'r nv'thor1s \Y}:l bn 
adopted by him to cut down the deficit, but 

I suggest that, if the Government wish to 
make progrds in that direction, they should 
at lca.,t bring forward some sound policy 
instead of a policy of cutting out nece-:sities 
and introducing side isfues. 

'l'bo last hon. member who addressed the 
Committee had somoth~ng to oay about mctor 
transport. He pointed out the difficnlties 
in the way of the railway" successfully com­
peting wilh motor tran,port. The amusing 
thing about this problem is the fact that 
past Governments-I make no apology for 
what I am about to say-introduced a policy 
of building fine main roads parallel to our 
ra]lway.s-for instance, that fron1 Brif,bane 
to Ipswich-and l <>Oe that the pre~ent Go­
vernment a.rc going to follow the same 
practice. The road between Ipswich and 
Toowoomba is being fLuther impro: eel to 
l1ll1ke it as easy ClS possible for motor traffic 
to cmnpeto with our railwa-; f:.ystern. 1 
drop lore that policy, and I s:cy that a grc t 
department like the rail ,yays, in which 
approximately £60,000,000 is invest(:d, should 
be protected a fnr as po•,,ible frur.rt unfair 
competition. I think it would be wise, as 
far as poosible, to avoid building these fine 
lllein roads parallel with raih ays. 

I am on · of thoso "ho are in tore tccl in 
kno1·. ing wben the Mini., tor will »ubmit tho 
l'crJort of the con1mittec ~.-;hirh rcc~~rrd 5, 
inqui,·ed into the railw"y YOrkshops of tide 
Stat<~. I understood about fiv ~ ot six \\'ee: ... , 
ago that it would be made avrri!able '''ithin 
thccc week."!, but \VG have~ herLl·d n8U:ing of 
it. It may be that. the committee iou,1d 
little [.) report on, and cor,"'qucntly 
Govcnnnent are not ket'n 011 ~ubnlitt.i.<Jr· 
report to us. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I h-tvc ne;. 
got the report yet. 

Mr. BH.ASSI~GTO);: Then whv did 
Minister not tell us that r; VC OY six 
ago? lie gave us to undcr:;tand that it 
be ready in three v·eeks. I hope that rc·port 
Yrill be made available as soon as po .>rble. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RuL WAYS : It , ill be, 

~1fr. RRASSI~GTON: Let us hope that 
hon. members oppcsito will be abk to insti­
tute some reform following on th, erent:on 
of this expon,ive commission-aLe that might 
very '.vel! have been done without. 

I wish to refer to several matters aft'ectin~; 
Jny own eh.'ctorat.e, and in dra'\~'ing nttcnt.-on 
to these matters I have the whole-hearted 
sympathy of the Secretary for Rai:ways, ot 
at least he told the people in my clcdorata 
that he favoured the construction of a l"lli· 

\ a:v to St. George and the cornnlction of t.h: .. · 
raihYay fron1 'Icnnda,rra to Sufat. 

I sltall deal with the latter ra:lwa\' :lrst. 
That railw~ty has be·en in tl10 course ~f con· 
struction for many years, its tcrm;nus h::o:n~ 
now ilt Meandarra. So long as the tm ninuJ 
remains at that point, the railway cann~"t 
be ::t paying ptopos·"tif'n. It n--ust be 0x~ 
tcnc!Pd until the Sumt dist,rict is tapped, an l 
che line ultimately conctructed to th'· k" ·1 

o! Surnt. If the y·onderfl1llv rich Surat d's­
b·ict YYcrc tapped. the l'n", ~f not a pay a IJr<' 
nro--;o::.itil'n, wouJd nt Jea::::t earn rnor0 t b~n 
it is <.arni'lg at th0 r>rr"rnt time. The Su 
distri:t is a '.':ond~rfl!lv ri, h pn:tqr J 
h';<'~·. nrrch•ctive of thou <3,nds of l"~,, if's 
IYOo1, unruallv and r·f fh_o:_t.":1nd< of ho~){1 of 
~t"ck .~te. ·In add:tio~. the cFo;;trir-t 1s 

' 1 ·iner::tlv su'iab!0 for th0 t: 11ltiv:1t;nn f;i' 

1,l:hc<H and nth or c-ron.;;, a 11 that i_;;; rcquir,: _1 
for ;ls de,-c]opmcnt being a r <ilway. 

Jlr. Brassington.] 
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ThD c~,,so for the St. Grorgo raihvay is even 
strong-er. For rnany years the r>onstructiJn 
of this line has b0en a political football. 
Away back in 1887 the resi.dent~ of that town 
agib,.ted for U rnilway; }-.ut, 0\Ying tO prrs~ 
sure heir: brought to bear. c:onr.ide-ra hl .... 
haggling fook pl'acc a~ to t h rout0. On,~ 
scctioL. clain:a;d that it ~dlotdd be con' tructed 
north to the \VP-tern line. Another sr,ction 
<'Ontcuded th<>t it should he constructed fro11t 
Pitts'"Orth: • nd still nnotl!cr section claimec! 
that the lino shonld loa exknded from ~~·ar­
Yiick. I~~ cntually tb· constTu.-~tion nf th, 
lirr· was -cornn;enced, but. when 1t neared 
Rt. Grorge, politic-ll irlflLH'lH 0 ~.tas brou:;:'ht to 
be:1r to RllCh an extent that the line did no1 

proceed to St. G0Drgc, hut wa.-- dlver1cr{ 50 
1nile1 to the south thl'l'Ugh the properties of 
the AtBtral'ian Past0ra l Ccnnpa11y, th0reb:' 
eonsiderabl.\· ('nhrrncing tlH~ \·alne of its land 
That is the position to-day. ContiiJUed agiL.t­
tion (or the construction of th0 line to St. 
George n1·t \Vith little"· enconragen1ent ut t.h: 
hands of the fo; 1l18r rrory Co·\ crulncnt. I 
have no doubt that. had th" Governm•nt 
which I had the hm1c.ur to support beBn 
rc·turned at the last election, the:: \\'oulcl ha'._" 
eonstrnctcd the line and opene-d np th1-< 
·.rondcrful district of St. GeorgP. 

Mr. \VAP.REK: The;· ''"ere ftftccn year-; 
thinking about it. · 

Mr. BRASSING'l'OK : Durin,;; those flfte<'Jl 
years the late Government con,tructed many 
rniles of railway with grf"'Jt benefit to the 
peopl•J of the State. In thB St. Gcorge dis 
trict we ha \'8 • ome of the finest country m 
Quor:nsland---countr~.., C'apable of producing· 
practically anything- that m<>:v b0 dcsir .. d. 
All that is required now is a railwav, and 
I resnectfully request the :Thiini"t,_-r thi3 aftPr­
noon .._to give~ the proposition his consideration 
with a view to having the railway conetru,ted 
in the near future. 

There is another little mdtc·r that I must 
toucl1 upon before concluding. The :\Iini,tl'r 
made reference to the institution of nnl 
motors and clainwd that the ·rail motors 
are a ~yondcrful succes;s, being instru1nental 
in wmning back Lo the department a "011-
sidcrab!t qnantif of traffic that preyimuh 
had been lest. 

I can suggt~st a way \vhe.reby an inlprove­
ment in the e'>rnings on the South-vVestern 
line can be eff"cterl, and that is by continuing 
the rnotor train no\v running to Goondiwindi 
,ll to Dirranbnndi. the tern1inns of the line. 

hopo that the J'.linister will se<> his "ay 
, to do that. as it "ill make for the 
convenjeneo of the people in th8 Din·a~­
bnndi di~trict, and inspiro more confidence In 
the eouth-weskm portion of Queensland in 
the efficiency of the raibyay system. 

Another 1naUer \vhich concr:1·ns 1ny con~ 
litucnts in tho Cunnamulla district is the 

oue~tion of running the sleeprr .carring0q on 
the Western mail as far as Cunnamulla. 
lfor rnany years it ha.s been tho practice of 
troYellers to cng:.ge their sleeper~ in Bris­
bane. hut, on arrival at Charlcville, the 
sl<.'oping-coachos rcre di1.connectod, and pas­
sengers have to change into another carnage 
in order to complete the remaining 120 miles 
of their jourm•y. Tlwy are thus compelled 
t) put up ·with some inc,1nvcniencc' and t? 
tr.1vcl with n le s~r de~reo of comfort. I 
would su~gcot to tho Minister that these 
sh cning-coochrs be allowed to run from 
Brisbane to Cunnanmlla. and thus give to 
the people in our far south-western district 

[Mr. Brassington. 

the greatest mcaolll'C of comfort possible• when 
tra vellir.g. 

I rnBke these suggestions to the l\1inister 
in t.ltn hope that in the very rwar futuro he 
''"ill be ab!<> to give them his carnrst con­
:-ickrai ion, and extend a rncasure of relief 
L1 tl:e people liYing in our ~,·( ::Jto:.rH a r:'as. 

~;t 4.53 p.uL, 

;\lr. :'I!.IXWELL (Too1conu), one of the p'tnel 
ot '1\'rnpornr, Chainncn: relieycd the Chair~ 
llJar1 in the· chair. 

:Jir. \\'. FORGA:'-J S:JliTH (Jlackay) : The 
r; ~ihvay De;1aJ·trnent l'0qu1rcs Yorv serious 
t·on,-;jdl'l'(:ltion fro.rn an' Parliarncnt. The 
lnrgc capitali;:;ation. the ·,vide services it gives 
lo the people, and the problems that are 
lJrO.':L llted to tho GoYernnV211t in running ran~ 
~.:aye.' are bccorning more a.cnt.o each year. 

[t j3 int.Pr('"-t ing to reYiew sorne of the 
f!trnrc~ r0lnting- t~ railwav reYenue and rail­
, \v expcndih\re and th~ g·cncral effect of 
llJOtor cornpetition on raihva;v revenue. In 
hi, Finaucial Statement the Treasurer 
r fcrrod to the railwav indebtedness and 
'arious other matters dealing therewith. One 
of the etatcnwnts I wish to call attention 
to ic ono, not made by the Treasurer but 
frequently heard in various portions of the 
State-that is, that there is an accumulated 
raih,-ay reficit in the vicinitv of £19,000,000. 
That is a most mi'"lcading statement and 
is perfectly untrue. There is no such thing 
H3 an aecurnulated railway deficit, as the 
Ti·cf1 ~:ure"t' a.nd Secreb;ry for Raaways well 
know. 'l'hoi'c hon. gent.lcmen know that each 
y<'ur th8 railway deficit is a charge on 
consolidated revenue. 

The SECRET.\HY FOH R.ITL w.11S: It " a loss, 
Il0Yf'rtheles-.. 

:1Ir. W. FOH.GAX S:JliTH: It is a loss 
Cl·rtainly, but. not an aceumulated deficit, 
' hich is an entirely dificrent thing. Tho 
Treasurer tl0nJs wjtb this matter in his 
Hndget t:peech, and rnakcs rrfcrcnce to what 
"'" occurred in I>\cw South \Vales. Tho 
Treasurer oll\'cw South \Vales, J\'Ir. Stephens, 
lta' iHtroduccd a system which separates the 
rnil \Ya:· accounts frmn tho ~eneral accounts 
of the State, and by that means is able to 
~how a hndgt.'t surplus, which does not take 
iuto con<:<lderntion an:y railwav deficit, ·which 
mip:ht aHcr the position ell tire!:,. That 
s~Aem would cuablc the Treasurer to show 
: snrplm, >hen, a·- a matter of fact. thoro 
\~tt;;: no ~nrplns ::1t all. Tho TronsurC'r does 
Jtor a: ,cc with thrrt move on the part of the 
'frca:-iurer of Now South \Vales, and I am 
iHclincd to agree with him. After all, the 
ruil .. ,·n~r account affects the State balance­
sheet. and it is just and proper t!u>t any 
cJ..'ilcit on the railway; should bP tak"n into 
account. just as the figm'<'3 of anv other 
rkpartme11t arp taken into account. ~At any 
r8h•, \Yha.tc,·er bcnf'fit: 1nay accrue to the 
Treasnrer of ~c·,. South \Vales by this 
s~·stem. it is misle<>ding from the point of 
,.;,.,.. of the general public in regard to the 
rcYenue aud expenditure of the Stab'. 

[5 p.m.] 
In 1915 the capi!Dlisation of the railways 

was set down at £37,332.930 for a mileage of 
4.838, whilst at the end of last financial 
yea,.· th<' capitalisation was £63,064,333 for 
6,447 tnill'S of l'aih'l a.v. or an increase in 
mile age during the period of 1,609. 'l'ho 
interest bill in 1915 was £1.381,318; in 1929, 
£2,969,826, or an increase o£ £1.588.508 dur­
ing the period under rcYiew. Furthern1orer 
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h.=tvi11g n'gard to th0 capital iun~sted, the 
inhl'CsL fluctuates each year. In 1910-11 the 
iictcrcst wn.s £3 1-~'- 10<1. per cent.; in 
1914-15. the last voor of tlw Dcnham Govern· 
rncnt, ·it -..v.-ts £3 13s. 9d. prr cent., .::.l1owing 
a Jifreren<'P of 5o;. 1d. per cont. bctv. een 
1911 -, nd 1915. In 1924-25 r he interest on 
capiLlis .. lion ""; £2 19. 4d. per cent.; in 
1928-29. £2 (- · 3rl, The· u rlier year, 1924-25, 

of record prvrluction in this 
with rt''?'ard io our n ~n1ar-· 
vc a r ~ho Trcas{uer i's 

an in~'rnu:;(~ in raihva· rev.:::-nue, 
tha l the record revenue wr.s 

ancl !lwl. in 1921-25-the 
prcductio1 -th.:: railwa~.' 

f,an that for which the 
1nH1gc•tcd. 

TlL' ~ _,·n L\RI_- ron H..\IL\\':tYiS 

ha Ye b0.:n incn:·h:3ed { unsidcr""bly 
Freight, 

then. 

Me. \Y. FORCA:'\ S:\TITH: Q.<itP so. I 
ihat all those thjngs are factor::; 

rnatter: hut I ~,rn cn,lling attciJtion to 
tfw l;mforhu1ab::- 110sition \\'O arc in dur-ing the 

Y<'lte. Due to tho pmtrvcted dry 
ihf' ~tah~ of the conntry is bad, 

iu ~nrnt> portions of thC' State, narticu~ 
in the Hotdh-west. the conditio-ns give 

to ('OJlsiderablo nli;:;gi\-ings as to tho 
future. For exnrnplc. although a largo a.rt.a 
w ).., pla; ,•d nndr-r vdw.tt and got a good ;"tart, 
no one will s '" to-cLy that the anticipations 
of n conplP of months a go will be realised 
in tht:'\ ,duat harvc··tPd. In other parh 
of th0 St·",t'). 1 )0, tlw dr~v '' t.:Jther is having 
i~, 0fiPrt. TliP contlitions for OctobPr nlant­
ing·s 1Jf ('Hnf' arP not at all protnisjng: fllH.l 
there• i' OYCfl' likelihood of a considerable 
"hr1r ~-a~'0 ill 'rai!·way r:~ .-entF' in the proJcnt 
fh l.ll_ial vcur. du~.._' to clirnatte conditio:ns 

whicf1 no Gon::'ITHnf'nt ll::-t:4 anv control. 
OtP T1·casnrf'r's c·stinJ;,te ~f railwav 

f"'Y~·nlw 'vill be l'ealiscd. aHhough thP SecrC~ 
l .r.v for Hail-.,ay:;; knows full ·wt·•ll that tLert> 
1~ lirt.h• likt..•Jihood of 1ln1t lH•ing so. La r. 

rht• raihYa v J'l''venue an1ountt>d tu 
which \,·a . .., £1:32.719 lt .,~ t htul tht' 

l'C\"CllHC\ althon:::·h it : s £193,2:29 
e:-cP ,._ of tht' · rer0ipi~· for the previous 
l'. Un that the Tn: a~uror rc1narkPd~ 

\\ h;di i:'. a con-Jic1r•rnb1e i.rnprovernent, 
d tL~ lurgr-:-;t reYrnlH~ <'ollccrerl. Lv thi~ 

.in an:; yea1·." · 

Tilt~ ..:.tiuLuit•t1 rnih:ay c nting-:'1 ft)t' th.-~ pre­
f) ·llt fin::tn('inl )TC'<ll' fllllOUllt io £7,675,0COj 
\,h·: 1t j~ £107.719 in excc"'.;.; of th0 earnings 

,. i he rn \'ion ~"(•;n, hi eh ~- a re( .>rd. 
of ilw circnm lances I alluded 

io< little likPlihoocl of an in 
revenu" to ihnt exh•nt. 

lt i . .; iJJtt•rrst!n··- to no1e that the saving 
u~~ ih ... ~ .,r ·tiln~JyJ_ t'xpr.•rttl!ture in . ..;J Y?Hr \\'D~~ 
£ 1lS,~6o. 1dnt n ~ mprOVL'd Ycr:v eons1dorabl.v 
thP lJO~it.iott frotn th~ point of viu.1t of rail-
1.-."f!;'l l'PYl'llH\::.. .and C'ql0llditUYP. 

ThP"e a l't' r·t?rt::t:i.n n1ath•r in cotHlection 
wi~,ll the railwaYs to ·which \VC P1Ust o-ive full 
dJn:~:Jerat1on. ·Th~ l\Iini~t0r h.as sn~id that., 
,; ing· to 1notor· tran.<?pori·. the public gener~ 
<~il.v are Jl(,L giYill~· the support to the rail-

-·y--,---a Stato insti1ntion- -ihot thc:,r ou6·ht 
to T!1at affflc!·. f10 position of all tho 
S' \·f'r.-.: rolJ~ir'ctabh-. Jn _A..ustrali.t im-
r~ 'l d ~"tuerican n;ntoi~ ( ar-; 2l'E' disiJ1arin:.' 

1':'!- ,~.hn other,ri~c ·woulrl be ernp10.ved ]~ 

truck;;;, 
In P\.-0!'\' 
>ailwJ,y · 

locorr!otiYC;'. 1 aihva;v r-arria~e;,, 
so forth. That is taking place 

and fPriously affects the 
In addition to that, the 

shrinkage of traffic on certain lines, accord­
ing to the Minister's statement last week, is 
such 1lwt he will seriously have to consider 
wh0ther tho,o linos can be k''Pt open or not. 
In ..:.\m.l~rica, ov.·i11g to sin1ilar eircurn"tanccs, 
ilH·\' ha,·e clo ,' d clov n rnany branch line-;. 
l11. ::\.ew ZeaLnd, ·whcrd they 'havt) very good 
rLads and gGod roadrnaking 1naterial, ihe 
GoYcrmnont hoYt' poi11iod out that State 
ru ~ds arP a charge on the accunndatud v;calth 
lH·odnction of the State, ns arc the rg,i}ways, 
ctiHl that the~,' ca11:1ot. afford to construct and 
tnninta.in 1 ")1-h roads and raiL·, a vs, and con·· 
<c· .. Juontly the,. arc puttiE6 it to the people 
i.1 ccrLtin di::-1· icb: lh·" L thf-'Y mp.:::t 'dPcide 

', llieh fJC'\- jnu! Jod to use' .:_is the S~ato 
affcnl b~th. It ';;as prc.~Jo,od that, 

if people votf.'d in fa,vour of continuing 
to r:se th0 ro·td~, fhL' rrtihraxs v;ou!d h..1vo 
tn Le clo~,t'd do,Yn. The po~.sition is moro 
;''"'Ut(' hPrl' because of out largo railway 

tho hlrge area over 1rhich seitle­
p:acc. 'rhen~ is a vast social 
tJ tho Railway DepartmC'nt 

estintatecl in a proti.t and loss 
a general budget stat,,ment. 

ln cono.;idoriug ra.!hvay los"'es you. 111u: i, have 
rq;arU to the effect a. raihvay hus on land 
~cttlcmont anrl to the advantage it is to the 
reoplo in e-nabling them to market their 
goods. Having rr•garcl to our 'mall popula­
tien and the scattered naturo of that popula­
tion) it 'vili b0 n1any yuars bcforo the rail­
ways <.ill bo expected to pay. That is the 
L.lct, no ITt.attcr \\·hat GovernmPnt 1nay be 
ia powot·. A lot of bluff can be indulged in 
on the poli: ical pL.tfor.H about the railways, 
Lut that is the !JO\ition which faces every 
Sceretary for Raih .1ys, no matter what 
GoYernment may be in power. If tho rail­
" .tys wcro transferre1J to private enterprise, 
probally they would only run those linc:o that 
1~ay, inrr(·a~e rates, and close down others. 
1'nHn the St.1to poi11.t o£ view, it nJuf't be 
rcnc1nbert•d tl:at rallv-ays prornote st:~tle­
uwnt, incJ·c-,::;;e land revenue. and in countless 
djff0l't'11t \Yays help the St;ttC. .'-\part from, 
.f11l.'' \YastPful cxpe11diture~ I an1 r.at1sficd that, 
if ;·ou take into account the fact that thE> 
Trc-gsury has only one till into which all 
l'L'YL'Hne Holy·,) tho railways are a good asset 
w the State. 

. Land revenue, incmno tax revenue, and 
lanr1 rax reyC'nue \\·onld Do entirely clitfr:ront 
we-n' it not for the r~-iL~a, .i. 1t ha,; often 
l~<>n "rgued that tho Itaifwa_y Department 
.s.honld get credit for s0r.ne of tho revenuo 
~b!··1i11ld throug'h nc\Y rDilwa .-s bejng built. 
-'A. good argun1ent ea!l be put for':'ard to 
deal with the railways as a sopar.1te entity, 
but It does not nHttter .in the l>::.st :ntalys]s 
wiLt is done, because all tho costs anll 
revenue go into one ccntra.l fund and it 
i..; on that bnsii'l that von have to' con~ider 
the respective advant~_;g-t.:s or oibervi·isc. 

I would like to know what tho ~Iinistcr 
iutencls to do with regard to the branch 
!ines th_~1~ he lnention(~tC and whether he 
proposes to take any action in connection 
with 1notor competition. lt was proposed 
at one of the l)ren1icrs' confe1·enc~·, I 
attl'ndo l that all the Statc.s should fete,, 
thLse difficultirs sin1ult.aneouslv, antl ihu.t n, 
ge11oral policy as between the V States ~.hou1d. 
be put into dfcct. There i j no dottbt iha~ 
tho position is bceon1ing n1otn :...0ri'n!s every 

Take the .snburban ui--trict; of Ilri.s-
•no fo1~. insta.nclc~. At Nor h~ato, where I 

used to nve a few years ago, large nun1bcrd 
of people came inio town b.v train botwocn 
:J aud 9 o'clock. Ther,.} were four traiu.s;. 

J11r. Smith.] 
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available between those hours, and they 
were all full. You had to st&nd in one 
~rain if you were a bit late. Th ·t po,ition 
IS changed, as a largo number of people arfl 
now com1ng rnto town rn their own motor 
cars, and fu_wer trai!1s run, as fewer pas _.eu­
gers are bemg ca.rned. All the States ar0 
affected in the sa.rne way. It was suggest d 
by th" Treasurer of Ne'. •. South ·wales and 
supported by the Victorian Government 
that simulhncous action should be ta:;c~ 
by the respective Sta.tcs to de"! ''ith thi·• 
qw>tion of mot,or cornpcftion. It rcpr'-'­
sents an economw loss to the State, and. if 
a satisfactory syste1n c~"Ln ha devised, action 
should be t ken at a v•:ry early date. Of 
COlll'S''• we cannot Lope to stand in the way 
of progress-the intPmal co:nbustion engine 
has con1e to st:1y. \Yo rnust recognise that 
facl, and adapt our l:'ibto method' of tram>­
portabcn to the Hew conditions· but 've 
cann?t continue f?r an. inddinite 'penod io 
provide roads whiCh will reduce the valnc 
~,f State. assdo in the ;vay l ha,·e ;bto l. 
lhe position has to be faced. and the 
sooner it is heed t ho better. 'Pcrsonall., 
I think the posit.on s.hou:d bo put clearly 
before the pt oplc \Y c have lo v fn·i<rh's 
on the rail\\ a:? liiH> for the carrin.ge~ of 
PFOduce, \~hcrca_s tho rnotor lorry i\' g2ttin~ 
all tho goods that pa;· a higher fr<·i,,·"f. 
~n th~t COllH~~tion SOUlcthing lilny b: UO~iC 
10 as_I8t th~. dt'IHHirnc.:_lt. by a bencral app~al 
to the pn bnc to r..,e their OIYn as3c :::., r nd 
suc.h an opr: d shou!d tiud a re~pons<; fro 11 

every dcccut citizen. The posit:on is g:cttin~ 
oy~c o ·. ;- ry :'et: r ; th:-• e:r-es af the trade are 

ben1::_, prckcJ out b tho rnotor lorries and 
raiL, ,'J..Y trains are "bci11~ n111 for a r'c-t rn 
whi, i1 do::~ 1101: f?d.Y for axle grc:;sc. },Jotor 
tran::.pol't 1s gcttln:J ihe crean1 of the tr ... llLc 
and at the san1e t!u1e brc:-tking up the ro ·L1

3. 

The present Government have lakcn ccr­
L-tin a-cLan with rcg:1rd to the f!cnct·al 
administration of the railv.a~s Fhi~h La"3 
mcaut 0i~pens1ng with ihc ScrYiccs of a. 
mn11ber ot men. I understand that the 
MiHister's explanation is that that i.; due 
to the revcrewn to the eo., tract svst ·m. 
l\!Ien who were formerly cmplo0·od as bridge 
carpenters and general t!-'acL:smen are prud 
off and <;ontract.s are being let. I do not 
agree WJth the Wisdom of that course. 
From the point of vie-., of effoct,ve work 
and having regard to the public safety, f 
tlunk the old syst••m of employment of rail­
way servants was the best. I have no do.<bt 
that the Government will in time revert to 
the employment of labour on bridges and 
other classes of rmlway work on wLich Le 
public. safety. depends. Th0 painting •wd 
replinng of non brxdgca over wator>.;va\~~ is 
work which it is not safe to let coA.racts 
for, becauJe bolthcads and things of that 
kmd h>J:V"; to be dean and dry before p id 
IS applwct, and, If a contr<tct is let ' h10re 
keen oo:npetition takes plac2, the tendency 
1~ to gf't oYe~· the work as qu~ckly ,"_., 3 r·o.~­
Sible. That "' ,, matter that v ill have to 
bo ~criously co:usidf>red by the dcpartrnent. 

. \Vit,h rr'::;ard 
1
10 the c1nployn1ciit of apprcn­

tic0.s.] 1h1 ~k tnat thp dt'partn1ent, h::tvli g a 
consic!e!·abl:J number of cinp o~ GCS ar:.d wo. k­
shops rror-~·r:y equipped W~iere skilled .men 
Call be trained, 8hould train uS Inany boy__, as 
P?':":ib1e. I ln'!ow th~-tt the pos;tion 'ha~ 1'-·_:cn 
.d.fhcu it fer re any ye :n'; but th; :\>Iir:i>ter 
s~ouid tal...o str.•s as ··aun as possible in thi3 
dn·~ctJon .. -A tn! nbcr cf apprentice·'~. co1npieto 
thnr tr;nnn:g carh year. and at loust an 
equal numcer of new boys should be brou;:ht 

[Jlr. !imitlt. 

ido ~he department, The theory that a bov 
In l1ls first c car w.::uld displace a journey· 
IWln cannot bo sn~ta1n_cd, bccau~e a.ppr~.?ntices 
h;1vc to Le broken m and until they are 
n.bJ·Ut two 3:ears in tlJe shop they cannot be 
t'ntrusted \;nth 1nuch 1vork. You r:un1ot put 
~ boy of Sixteen or se'~?nteen years to a job 
);'"t only a pror•erly trained man can do. 
J lte Railway })cpartnwnt should co-operate 
\i~Ith oiher t'U1p:oy~rs outside to traln ;:._11pren­
l JC('S as fur as Is humanly possib]o. \Ve 
shuultl llf·,t get into the hab:t of baYing only 
~, srnall proportion of o~r own citizens carry­
ll'~· out 'h~ 'vork of irau!ed art1sam. I took 
out the figures for Canada onl7 a few years 
.:·go, .,,:hen ( 1Y·'.s Secrctarv for Public vVorks 
.. nd I was a ;toniehed to" fiHcl that lc.ss tha,;, 
5 po1· ce-nt. cf native-born artisanoJ wel'e bm­
ployerl there. Ca!.acla d"oW them from other 
f"?~uJtrics t.o a very p;roat c~tcnt. The san1e 
tnu~g a.pphcf: to a larze extent in the United 
States of A1:nerica, ,\;ith whose Dcparbnent 
of LaLo;l!-' I havr·. hPf~u in tourh for 1nany 
;-cars. lhat country Is very largely depen­
dent on tramed artiSaels frcm Grcctt Britain 
n11d 

1 
crnp!<?y:.; only a small percent.1ge of 

locally tramcd men. That is not good for 
":'.'' State. VVe should not willingly contem­
plate the spectacle of our O\\ n bo~-s gro'"<ng 
up ccndcmncd to Le labuurors for other 
people. \V c ,hould g:ve them a decent cha:JCG 
to knl'n, tra.dos. Given a ch.anc , th~":V coJn­
par- ,,·od \Vlth tr,:dc~mcn frorn ovcrs0a···. and 
it shou 'J be pn rt of the economic policy of 
:;tn:v countr:.- to prov;do its O\Vn artisan's a.-; 
llL~u.;;try £xpands and nc\v cnterprise.s arise. 

:\Ir. G. P. BAR.:\ES (Jl'r,nr:ck): lt .,ill 
~l' a r1!jc£ for ho.:1. ny~~n her~ o )j)Oi~te to 
fn<d thnr. notwil h::t<~ndiJ•g the rep :rts wh 'eh 
haYo ;K'.··n . a~s:idurus::.· circul·,·tl'd rcg:trcling 

In the raihvnv ~~ervic0 the annro­
for thi-; year is vaLno.st c'qurrl to' that 

of la~t; ~'Cnr. Personally I am ·,cry o,·lad, 
~~Cr!U.s!. Ul 0vcry cc11trc men .have been very 
1nuch a~n n:ncd a~ to \vhat n11g~~t take place, 
I hopc that recluctio"" will uot bc ncce sdry. 
I am <.\Htrc, as has been po'I:ted out by thc 
Leader of the Gppos·t:o:;, that tho cJntract 
S\·sto n hus been adoptl'd 1n some case-3-
pt•rbaps in rnany ca~Ps-and that 1ncn inevit­
ab:,v will bo affcctr:d thereby. The gar,gs 
wh1rh haYc ron1c under rnv o-bservation 
include mrn who ar,, v."v cx"cd:e··t trad.s­
mcn, >end I bespc ak for them the best con­
f'dcratio!I that can iw rriyen. I hope that 
they will be favourahlv ~co.'si<lcred for per­
nlanent \\Tork or ernplo'J.rn1cnt under tha con­
ttart system. 

I speak very f .. e]in,·ly on the matter, 
because of n1v a:.::-;ocia.t1on with n1at1y of 
thcs-; n1en wllu ha\'C do •c v,_ry cxc81lent 
'C'rvicc for the SLJtc. So-:nc poopL ... ~ are 
iiH:lincd to .~p--·~-,.k v,__Ty Ui·parDgingly of l"ail­
v:nyn1rn, but HlY expcri~_:>.1C has cot~vinf'c:d 
nl•J that the majority t f thc-;tt re. do_r the 
b:2t possible senic' to the Stat~; and ~hat 
applir'3 tro.n r.hc Conllni.:sicnoc r;rrht do·.vn 
tl) _the pori- .. r or to t~h' fett:cr on '"h~ lcngth:3. 

<J11 the \\ho:t', ·.\e have a right to e·~pr--ss 
p1r ··UL"C rpgarcling the 1-i_nice rClldered by 
o·1r zncn. l ha\·c to r~dm:t that '.t·c h:1v ... ~ 
IJ.;cn w~tr:ti;:g- on C('C (~ior," fro u the poiljt of 
vie of d: '•:plinc. a _d thrrt to :10ID' e:dP.::t 
tl:· t di~ciplinc ,,~a~ h·okr>n down duriPg th-:; 
[ldrnln: rr t·c, J of th • latn. Gov-·•·nmcnt. 
l)!:-;cipli .lr.~· n1ca~urc . ...; rr\5tdi in a fine a~ d 
(fticic-.t ~(:rYicr. li:::,n~· f'f. I a 'l not p-o'llg 
to hnq1 nro:1 that Byg-o~e-, in th·1t din~c-
tion a ro L_yr-;.J;:c .. It is for th2 dcp1rtrncnt 
&nd fGr every man, csr;ccially in thC3e days 
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of stress through . which ,_., o arc passing, 
whether he be a railwayman or not, t0 "put 
hi,; shoulder to thn wheel" and help to 
tdraightcm uut the conditions of life which 
exist .aronnd us, and which are so apoarent. 
If WC Rrf' to set on a finn footing again, 
it can only lw b•· cv.•ry man doing his 
uttno:;t. 

There nro sPvf'rnl Inatrers to \vhich I wou1d 
ilke to rt'fPr concerning the Railv.ay Dcpart­
Jncnt.. I have nlreath stated that I am 
glad tD note that there is r,o Yer, great 
idea of rc·tr('llcluncnt. I wish th::tt to bn 
particularly noted, so that the nmvs will bo 
Bprcad far and wide? ::\Iur~J has been said 
l:cgarcliJJg ('Omp\tit}on \Vith our r::tihY'-1ys, a.nd 
it ha~ been r0marked that the raih ,J,VS are 
not yiddi"g what tllf'y shonld have" bun 
yie:ding. The tact is that, although \VC have 
increased our Jn.ilf'age fron1 yca1 to year, 
we an"' carr\·illg pl-J.ctieatly very little rr1ore 
goods than we did year·;; agJ. Yet we have 
ir~crcr. ;cd our oh1igatioL:-:. The re-1 ans\ver 
i~ that, rdthoug:h the ya}w• (A thin5s h1s 
1ncn~a~f cl. the qn<. .. ntit-:,7 of prin1.~1·y prolu(~ts 
has not incrLJ. eel. \Y" ha'" not supporV:d 
th(~ Crn11nl-.:,5io .er for Railw'"'y l t.v ~!;iv'ng 
him tho gooJs h carry-that is t.he long 
anJ short of, it. \V re have not considc,·~d 
agT~culturul devclOllln:~ _t .'!Hl de~c'lup'nPnt 
g2!H'r .J:y. \\r' l!ll!'it I "1:7 our'":le1Ycs Ottt for it, 
ii the ra]\Yays ar' to pny. 

J-Iark1ug bae:~ to the 
tionc~ .by c Leackr cf 
Sl1rOl'l~'lll!I 

our' lifP'"" in r ~· 
Go:ng bo;nc J out of 
carr·a!".!·c l: indo ,., llOt.J! a nJotcu-lorl'y 
scnrryiPg alr::ll.£! C.JxryiiL.!:f three piano·...... Th.:tt 
is not fnir. T~ .; -; piaucs c·~~ouLi <:crLtinly 
bo c.'rr~ed h~ 11 . ..:: raihYay lnste~u:l uf bting 
CO:JYC'YCd to their dt. ,t:nation r.; ,..d. I 
krJO\Y ·that tl1o t.cmptatio~-~ i~ IndacG-
n:ert~ of this ki11d are held out to 1n v firm 
in \Yar icl.:. bnt·. on ~-'~(ount of our foyJ.lty 
and our s0usc of obligation, \Ve lw.vo not 
considcrC:d th0•,e te~nptations. but we nJa~~ bG 
f<~rreU into hn~ in that <lire-c6on and to 
rC'snond in a w·av in \vllirh oH~erR have 
resi)OrH.lcd tJ· :'oUCh ureprc-;entations .. 

Mr. \V. FouG·IX SMITH: A lot of thoso 
things are beyond tho co!ltrol of i,dividuals. 

M~ G. P. R\R;..;ES: They are beyond the 
control cf the indi,·idua1 to a large extent, 
but thev arc J:ot bcvon,:l the eo .trol of the 
lbilway Dep<trtment I Jid not intend to 
n1erjtion jt at this juncture) but, in the 
int0rest' of the St.1te, and consiJering the 
vast ~u1n of n1c,ncy \<v·hich has been 0xpcndcd 
1n (;ur raihvays at thr; instigat~on of the 
pcoy,le who have pleaclod for r<Lilway con­
structiou. ii is right for us lo s::cv what 
otwht to b0 done in order to conserve tht3 
pr0'1pcrity of ihe-,o vast interests. 

1'\Ir. KIRWAN: \Ve h"vo to protect our own 
iL tcrcsts. 

Mr. G. P. BARI\Ef': Th~t is so. How­
c·vcr rrating it rnay he tu 2"ive exprr·",::;ioa 
tn s~1eh a ~L'ntirr:;.ent, and ho\"l'CYer it may 
interfere witlt the contcmplatlo:1 of n11ny, 
th0rc i-; o·1ly one '.va~/ of co!'SC'rvirlg th ... ~~D 
vat i!;t~!r'·.sts ~f thc __ S!ah_\ _:tnll th 1 is by 
rr.;.-:~:rY1Df'" tl1t: \Vrh)le o:t tnat Klnd of transport 
t'J t0; C.··mnnss1oner for TiailvnY~. He 
Fhoulr' t th.e tDc r,ro1J1rm1 of COffiiJCf~t.ion in 
h:1nd \Y1•Cl'•'Vf·l' it f_"'<·i~i"s. }!c can eH;ilv do 
~0. Thi~ rn\Y('T i8 in the h~nd:; of th~' 1\!(ain 
Ho'"!d~ Co·11mi!'Qioucr to i~sur or rt'•fu-.c to 
jscnn llCCr'<;:;.f'S for motm· VC'hicle". If th ~ 
Rai!vvay Comnli,._;ion0r is prcpar~d to pre-
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><cry; the trade which ohonld be carried by 
ihe railwa0 s, he ohould trd<e steps in that 
direction. \Ye h<tYe not gone too far np w 
the present; but in the ccmrse of a few 
yea n wu shali be up against this question to 
n fn r Jnorc >o<...'rious degree than now. If 
\VI' woclc>rtako the pt"Obhm now, it will be a 
compnrati;-dy small one, and only a few men 
would be upset. I have indic:rted pNsonally 
to the Minister whnt should be done to deve· 
lop our railway sGrvice and l'ctain the tradl3 
1vhich shoulti come to it. I mai.ntain that, 
no matt"" \\here a cbp of \vool is, we should 
lift it by lonies wor1:ing under contraet to 
the Hailwny Dcpart:nont·-not our own par­
ticular service. These wntractors would go 
out to the stat,ion.owncr, lift his wool. and 
deliver it to its destination on the railway 
line. That i;; the onlv way we can conserve 
to mn·splvc;; the vast trade which belongs to 
ihc r•ilwaYs. If the Government take that 
rnattrr in uhand and HlTUlH{C' in a COl1lpre~ 
llEmsiYo way to bring thcsl! ronuT1ociitics to 
the railwa ··. it will lJring al•out a revolution 
i:n th; raihYay tr;[fflc. .L-\. vast qua.1tity of 
wool along onr \Vest- rn 1ine b finding its 
\\-·ay down to ~\.'w South \Valc3. Let us 
put our hand upon it wherever it is., and 

it to its pi"opcr destination, which mi!!ht 
not quih~ !he destination t}lnt thP other 
fpllow lrtfL\ d1•~ip-n :1.nd cl{'tern1in8. It mav 
f-.f'~'rn a hi,rh-han'Jcd scheme. Of course, lf 
it J.ocs r:ot SCl":o ih£' intnrc ts of the peoplr,J 
it C JlllDt be d011C'. \"~7 0 arc out to r-iVP SUCh 
a ~c'rvico as iho pcop!e will appreciate. 

I w1s very v,1ad to hear ih" hon. mCJnbc .. 
fol" Balonll'' bilw up the rnaitcr of the St, 
Gcotl'P railwa5'. For :nan:v yo1.rs I have 
bcnn th1• o~1lv cm1ntry· rne1nbor to advocat~' 
iLnt line on ·!he floor. of this Chamber, and 
I mn g-t·~d to hav:::- hi· sup:)ort. 

::Jr. BRA~~::-,Is(;Tox: I have always been an 
a<.h·ncate for tl1at r:1iiway. 

J\Ir. n. P. IL\H~ES: The bonler railwa'" 
ii ccrt-aiuly bv far f c most important railway 
C'ntcrprise ihat l pl}d be nndertakc'1 in 
Queensland. It is t,ho only "a:· in which the 

trade of Qu~<·'csland < 1n be con­
[5.30 p.m.] served for the ports of Queens-

land. So•no people imagine that 
the 46 mile,; frum Duuwinnie to St. George 
wou~d J-,e a branch liY~c; but. as a 
matt:·r of facl, that line would lift wool 
from that great district and convey it 
straii;ht lhrongh \'{,· want tn hold 
trade in it~ O\vn gcographio<1l area; once 
in O'll' hands, ih'' trade will be for the bcne­
fij of Qucer,sland. I am g-lad thr,t the hon. 
member fot· Balonnc supports ihe proposal 
for the bo-dcr railway, which we should' 
011 de a. vonr to g 01.. by cYer i rnea ns iL our power. 
If there is r.o monev available in Queens­
land, C"1 H ~teps not ·be tak0n to bu:ld thB 
line under n.n agrr'euv·nt w1ih the l\llgration 
and DrYt~lop·.nent. Comrn;ss:on. vvhercby 
blocks of l~nd would bo exchanged for finan­
cial a•, ~ist.anC'e? 

1\Ir. \V. FonGA:-r S'll!Til: Raihroy3 do not 
conH! with;n Hti"] s.:•-rt: of the "\'ligT~lbon and: 
Dcvc loprnc:nt Conun ission's schcrne. 

r\Ir. G. P. B.l\E~r~S: \Vc n1ight pos~ibly 
hnve to forgo ROHlC land which would be 
r-\·ail·•b1lJ f;-.r ~ --ttleJn':flt under thr> I\IlC"ra+ion 
"nd JJenclopucnl ?'Ire 'rncnt. Tlw 12 'ooo,ooo 
arrc·s nf la1.d rtYaibi:!c arc c;nfflcicnt to per­
mit cf the settle-ment of a portion of it by 
P' opl0 front abro?.d. The job is a big on0, 
1-,ut it mu2-1 h·· t.1ckl(J jf y:e are to protect 
cur o\vn trade. 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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I supr""'t the contention of the hon, mem­
ber for Dalonno rLgarchng tho rnnnipg of 
rail motors to Dirranbnnd1. As the Minis­
ter doubtle~·s h:no·vvs, a gr::-, 1t arnou.rl of trade 
is being coutc:ted for in that district, and 
Js goin_:r over to Nev; South \Vales. LL·t 
us stjmu\ltc tho t.rade in our vwn State; 
and. if the conYenic:.lco of a rail n1otor will 
be h<'lpfu 1 in tkrt direct' •n, then by all 
n1onns r•xtPnd t-ho n1oior "orvic;o beyond 
G-oo -diwirHli. 'Tho serYit:(~ already ren­
dered could be iinmPa"urablv increased by 
going out still further, , 

The SEc.d; rAPY FOR R 'TLW •Ys: You car, not 
run rail l.dotors ut night tiuu' -· i ·~at is one 
-of the troubles, 

Mr. G P. B -\Ri'\ES: That rlilhculty mir;ht 
bo ovcrcon1e by co1nn1encing the journey 
early in the morning, Further, the motor 
conveyances might b0 improved s0 that 
greater comfort coulc1 be enjoyed by passen­
gers. The instalhtion uf sliding windows, 
for examlJlP, woul-d be a convcnicncP, and 
ohoul·d not b9 a difficult matter to tak9 
in hand, 

The SECRETARY FOR l1AlLW\YS: \Ye arc 
building improVf•d oars now, 

Mr, G. P. B~\RNES: I am pleased to 
hear that. 

I thought that po,sibly the Minister would 
have given the Committee some information 
regarding the scheme of co-ordination 
between railways and roads. That must be 
part and parcel of our life. One cannot 
emphasise too strongly the absolute need for 
undertaking every possible kind of trans­
port, and again I say that should be retained 
in the hands of the Railway Department. 

:'\1r, NE\1MO (Oxlty): In the first place, 
allow me to pay a tribute, as was done by 
the hon, member for \Varwick, to the railway 
workeTS in Qneensland, No doubt a lot of 
t riticism has been levelled at the,je men, but 
I say \\ ithout fear of eontradiction that 
in Qucon,land we haYe a. Yory fine class of 
railway servant. If any 1YQrk is required 
tn be done, particularly at the Ips :·ich work­
.c:hops, it i,-; \Yell carried out. Tho !Toubh 
i;;; Hwt in the pa::;t the railways have not had 
n fair cbancc. ThG n1anagcn1ent of the 
r:-J.ll··Nays now is Ycry rnuch better than it 
wns for a long period. Th0 snving that has 
1-r:on effected by tho substitution of the con­
tract system for day labonr is golng to be 
,·ery large. Alread:y I know of sev_eral works 
i cing cGrrir;d out by contract, in regard to 
',:hich rt large saving ha& been effected. 
~1oney 1nust be. RaYed in connection with 
small matter:', such as the painting of way­
side stations and the hoardings in connection 
;-cith these stations. This ma.y s.eem a trivia.! 
thing, but that. "ork can be done very much 
cheaper by carpenters living in the district 
ihan it ccm be done by sending tradesmen 
!on,;· distance' to do it. As a result of 
tlw small s.tvings already effected, the Go­
\~ernnH~nt l1l'Oposo to make a. reduction in 
,uburban farss and in other farce, There 
is no doubt that fares have been increased 
to such an extent that the people cannot 
r·oa.lly afford to pay the prices asked, with the 
result that this traffic ha,s been driven to 
!!10tor transport, There are many other 
factors which have operated in driving trade 
a way fmm tho railways, The employees 
t.homsoh-e&, in the disastrous strike, caused 
a lot of trade to be lost to the railways 
v;hich has never been regained, but I believe 

[Mr. P. Bct1'nes. 

ihat by a judLi.ous reduction in farLs, w.~ 
~ha!! regain that traffic for our railways, 

Another matter that I '~ Gdd like to impr"'' 
npon HH) :Minister is the question of fares 
between -mburban stai_ions and in other parts 
cf OueensLcnd. \Vhon tho lftlo Uovernmont 
incr~ascd £art . .,, they vvero increased b,/ so 
rnurh p ~r Ct!nt. The fares wcrL fixed at the· 
uearc,t penny. \vith the result that :tnany 
of the fare's for -inglo journeys for short 
di:-;tance:-:. rtrc double what the:r ·were rn·t~­
viou&ly. The charge i., alto~M.her cxces~ivr~. 
and if women in these suburbs wish to ns:r. 
u friend living at the next st .... t1on tho.v n1ak.: 
u:· of rnotor 'buses. 

•'l.notlwr question is tlL t of pared rates_ 
The carriage of parcels should bo a profitable 
lmsincss to the· .Railway Doparttnent. Take 
"here I live. I bought a motor car tyre in 
Brisbane somo time ago, and had it sent out 
by raiL I p.tid ls. 6cL to take it to Corinda~ 
a. distance of 7 mi!cc-and then I had to pay 
a man 6d. to bring it down from the railway 
station to n1y horr1e. Tho nc~d week 1 
ordered tvvo tyres frmn the ~arne peoplo 1 and 
I said, " Send these out b) Brycc.,'' They 
w~re delivered to my homo at Corinda at a 
cost of ls. for the two tyres, and there was 
no further bother, The trains are running 
now, a.nd we could carry small parcels to 
tlwse suburbs a.t such a low rate that motor 
competition could not live_ Probably tlL' 
employees would have to work a little hardPr 
in looking· after these parcels at the cheap 
ratA. but there would be pl<>nty of traffic to 
keep the thing going, 

At 5.40 p,m., 
Tho C'IIAIR!.\fAn resun1ed the dmtr. 

Mr. NIMMO: I am also ver,v pleased that 
the Government propose to have no wlwlPsale 
retrenchn1ent in t~1c raihvay service. There 
tnay be isolated cases w·hcro people ha vo to 
bfl ·put off, but the Government have decided 
that th01·e i,; to be no wholes-ale rArenchmcnt 
~although we know the Hailwa Dcparl· 
au:nt iB on=:·r-staffcd. 

An OPPOSITION J\lEMBEH: \\"ha'_ do :.T(!u 
say'? 

Mr. NT:VlMO: Although >ve !mow t.hat the; 
L'1bour Govennnc~nt h:,d too r.nany 11lt~n i11 
1he ra1lv.-·av sorviec and that it is oveJ"-
slaffed, olli· Government that nu 
retrenchment shall take 
do not -,• ish to add to the 
ment. I an1 plc-asod to kt.:.o"\v 
sake of railway workorc>. 

Another thin1- which I wish to bring nndPr 
the notice of t.he Minister, although I do 
not know whether it comes under his dcpa.rt­
nwnt, is the need to encourage the carriage 
of coal to the wharves for oYers··a shipment. 
I think that a crane should be erected at 
Pink0nbft. I would ne.'· rccomnwnd that 
tho G;overnment shonld pay tho vvho1 e C'o;-:.~, 
of domg so bnt a cortam percentag<l 'OUJc, 
be borne by the department, provided the 
other people concerned patd a ccrtam pro­
portion of the expenditure. 'fhrougl1 not 
having proper facilities for lo~ding eoal w" 
are losincr a certain amount of overseas coal 
trade, a.~"' ships will not come to \Voolloon­
p-abba wharf, If ''"'' had a crane at Pinkcnb:c 
it would facilitat.. the shipment of coaL 

Although certain so-called chc ap 
been charged on trains running- to 
side no encouragement is given i:o p. to 
use 'the trains in th··· way that was donc in 
the old days, when a firm with GOO employees, 
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fol' instance, could go to the department and 
say, "\Ve can guarantee 500 passengers.'' 
and the whole of the empioyces would be 
carried to Southport for 2s. 6d. return. l 
would ach·ocate the giving of these cheap 
fares in order to encourage firm& to take 

·their employees on picnics to the seaside. \Ye 
bave to popularise train tran·lliug, instead 
of allowing it to drift. as it i& graduall~· 
doing. Although I do a good deal of motor· 
ing myself, I realise that, if a raih1 ay car­
riage is loaded with people who kno\1' each 
other and can have a friendly chat together. 
train tra vel!ing is very plea,ant. 

The 1\Iinistc1· should also go set.iouc:-lv ini.o 
the mattu of the speed at \vhich our 'trains 
<tro travelling. There is no doubt that our 
suburban trains tmvel too slowlv. ancl the 
department should huny them up.'· Th:· etop, 
at the stations, for in-.tancc. could bo 
ohortened, and the travclliug in between tlw 
Btations could be quicker. 

Mr. JONES: We have a good service. 

Mr. NIMMO: I admit we havfl a gootl 
oervice on express traiJJs. If we could only 
cut ten minutes off in a 7-milc run. for 
instance, it would popularise train tra veiling 
very much, and I think that could be done. 
It is very painful travelling in wme of the 
trains which take half an hour to get people 
home on a comparatively short run. 

I am very plea•,ed that the apprenticeslur 
question has been mentioned. I realise that· 
had the department not been overstaffed. 
more apprentices could be put on; but I 
understand that, 'o soon as tlw matter j, 
rectified, the Government intend to put on 
a considerable number. To mv mind nothino< 
is so tragic as to have hoc s gr.owing up with: 
out learning trades. Even if it 1neans .1 
loss to the State, the Millister should cncout·· 
age the l'mployment of apprentices. I thin-: 
that boy.;; vrho haYe learned thejr u·adl' IL 

the Rai'lway Department ohould bt• ·t!lowt•<.l 
to get a job in an ont icle shop for " tnlll. 
and then be brought ba{'k in·"> tlw d<'[Hlrt-
n1ent, -

I an1 glad that the dt>~wrtrnent i.:: adoptiHg 
the t'racticc o£ rc\Ynrding ability. If a rnnn 
is shcv;~ing t~bilit.yJ c·c'n if he i~ a vr·ry youtHT 
man. he should be promoted. _\ h·,·.tch 
cnn s0e at our ralhYay station::: and an10;1g:-st 
other staffs that the men are vcrv anxious to 
help the c!E~partmont and got h;·ade for tlw 
raihntys. It is in thoh· ov•..-11 interest~. 
because. as they work up t.heil' stations. so 
they will reap promotion. 

A mathr to which tlte l\IiniBt<·r should 
g1ve serious consideration-I suppose he wit! 
as tin1c goes on-is thn appointment of 1nore 
than one Commissioner. I realise th><t a 
Commie•>ioner should be appointed as a pra 0

-

tical man, but there should be another Com 
:tnis~ioner who is a financial experl;. 

Mr. \Y. FoRGAK S1nTH: Do vou moan bY 
a practical n1an an cnljinecr, a~,l accountat_lt. 
or what? 

Mr. NIMMO: He need not ·be an cnginem. 
He should be a man who has ]wen trainc} 
in the traffic department. 

Mr. \Y. FORGAN s~nTH \ Tht'V Ul'D all prac·-
6r al men in their jobs. 

~~rr. NIMMO: I am 'peakin: a 
Lhoroughly pTactical accountant, '' 
thoroughly versed iu finance. 

~~lr. I~tRWAX: There is no better n1an iu 
the sc'rYice than Mr. :Ylurton. 

:\-h :\'IJiiD10: lh is st•crehrv to the Corr · 
111issioner, and is not a rospo~nsiblc oflir.er. 
I a1n g]a.d to see that. onr;o Dlore encourage­
ment is to he given to the man on thD land. 
because that will help to incr(asc the quan­
titv of goods cnnictl. Although a gi·eat cleat 
of "nois(' has been made about the Govern 
ment not honouring }H'On1ises, they did 
hono1u tlwir lH'Olni:m in reg<1rd to the rura' 
\YOrkcr;::.' award, an(l th<'ir action has resnlto,-J 
in la·ingint~· Jnor~· prodnec io tho Tailway.:; 
l notice in the '' Dailv Standard" of last 
n1!..tht thnt there has ·b(wn an increase of 
10:0:10 YotPrs on the Federal <'lectoral rolls. 
and. ~trange to say, the on1y decrca•,cs hr:ve 
beC'n in the largo inclu::;trial rcntres, showing 
thn t the l,eoph" t1 re agaiu getting out into 
the connt.rY. Bri,bano and 11oreton show 
dr:crci.:srs, for instance. b11t the country divi­
:-:.ions n 11 -sho\Y increases. 

~\n 0PPOSITIO~ J\1nmEH: \Vhat has that tu 
do vrith the raihYay~? 

:Vh- ::\'I1DIO : It ha:s cyerything to do wil.n 
the raih,·ays. because, as the people go into 
the country. they will produce more stuH 
for the railways to carry. 

~"- nother matter 1 would like to bring 
undN th:· notice of the :\-Iinister is the neces­
sit v for a new raiho;,-ay bridge at Indooroo­
piily. 

:Hr J OKE:i: \Yhose electorate is that in? 

:Vlr. ::'\I:i\1110 : It is between my electorate 
and that of the hon. member for Toowon15. 
TIJere is no doubt that ihc department wlil 
havo t.o build a. ne\v bridge there within a. 
verv iew vDars. All the Pngineers admit that 
the. present bridge is ton light for the axle­
loacls of to-day. 
If a bridge L'.tpal>h' of carrying the heayicr 

loads were eonstrnctecl ''t the present trme, 
it ,,-ould be an asset to rho whole State, :,u,td. 
in addit.ion, "·onlcl proYHlf' employment. ;n1tch 
is vcrv badlv ne,•de'l in that particular 
h-rauC'h~ of indn:;trv. I warn the hlini~ter 
that. if thP depal~tlnPnt C!.oes not construct 
thi:~ b:·idgc. a concr('te bridge will be. con~ 
strnel!Al acro~;:; thf' riYt'l', and the H.a1h':ay 
Ikpartmcnt \Yill receive practically nothmg 
ior tho preseHt briclgo. To-day the clejlart· 
nteni is in a po~ition to secure for the bnd~o 
a price practically snffi(:ient to co~~?r. 1ts 
original ~ost of <'onstructlO!L The .1\111112b:r 
should gl\~e the rnattf'r Yer., serious con­
:--ideration, because it \Yill rnean en1p1oyn1ent 
fo1> a la1·gt' number of nH'lL I understand 
t bat the whole of tile mat(•rial can bo secured 
\\·j1hin the Brii3banc district. In conclusion, 
l feel sure that the poiic,v of the Government 
in connection with the Hailway Department 
will bo iu t!Je clit·ection of restoring the 
Haihray Department as a paying cgnccrn. 

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockharnpton): I do not 
Pnvv the Secretary for Hail\\J.ys his new 
job.' I think I ain safe in saying that- it 
will not be all " beer and skittles." 

The loss of £19,000,000 or anything else 
in the past doe,; 11ot concern me very much 
aL present. J <:tin concerued with the 
important factor of tho transport difficulty 
facing Queensland to-day. It i5 the duty 
o£ every hon. member to <1ssist the Minister 
to tr~ to c1ea n up the rnf.'::'S in which thn 
country i< placed. I have heard a lot about 
the late GoYernmont being in power for· 
fourteen years; but I am fortunate in that L 

1'111·. Dnnlop.] 
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e:aJJnot be h;ld up io criticism, as is the case 
with hon. mcmb·"l'·o in opposition. Let us 
>tdmit ull their fau!h and that the losses 
ar'J there. 

I have Glread · ma<;~ certain statements 
outside, and whe~t I say outside I "'·'ant to 
Ray hero. '.:Vhen the ne·---:t clcc!3ons come 
around and I au oppo%d Lr on<' or two 
candidates as I expect to be, vout '\Yi11 come 
·• Hansard," and 1 ·hall be asked, "Did you 
not '"Y so-rrnd-su ?" I want to. sa,· right 
off the U'ol that in fuvocL of the 
runo,·:~l of the • politic d oon-
t~·ol. J. lun·e hoard about poli-
ucal coCJtrol to chloroform m,;, if not suffi-
<:wnt to .n1ake one .slE~~:p for and a day. 
I take 1~ .that the remoYal the milways 
from puhbcal control will mc<1n the creation 
of a contro1ling anthoritv in the shano of a 
boarJ; <:1nd I a(h-ocatn r('nrcscntation 'on that 
board <;n behalf of the cmpl0]'0el, who are 
a very rmporta,1Jt f_actor. l ai~ not divulging 
any oc,,·ets when ! state cand1dh that I "'P· 
pose ' wire-pulling" has been indulged in by 
hon. members fron1 hoth Rides. is no use 
the " )lot callin_,, the kottl~ ,ck." No 
doubt tltc presu~t Ctbinct have 
ka~·u.E_~l in their ~hort period of that 
pobticHlliS prone to approach them, and 
ack them do this or do that. I 
think the Secretary Jtr.ii---a· s will agreo 
that. when I h1rn

1 
I t:I:y to m·ake 

out I intimat.• to him 
that <J!ll not h' exort 
ally poUtlcal ir.fLt('t. 
it dear to him thJt I 
and it i~ 
"Y0s )' or 
Then~ is no dou};t that a 

June ben '"ucd tb rough 
flnd tL_·t a number ,-.-h:ch e i~~ued 
f::houJd not have b-::,en i -su· I <-:tn undcr-
>'tand the pc,silicm of the Secretary for Rtil­
ways. lt wuuld be his cl< s<ro to be in the 
~·ood graC<-'S of hon. L;Prnbct nnd therefore 
1ssuc t;hes0 prr.•.,cs. I hn...-e no dc..;ire t0 "1vash 
any thrty lmen," rcot.•·ithst1nding that I was 
for . many ='!"" rs emplo. ed in the railv, ay 
serviCe. . I m tend to be discreet concern· 
1ng th.e internal condition~e, in the railv- ay, 
and will r:ot sny too much of >1hat I notiecd 
but. it ;,, the duty· of every hon. m ·mbcr t~ 
help the Mini:tor in the stupencious job 
he has before him. If I think that he is not 
out to give tho railway cmplovecs a s~uare 
J2'0, then I Will give him a " Roland for his 
Oliver." 
Th~ hon. member .for Oxle" spoke on the 

q,uesh<:n .of the n ppomtment of an addif o 'al 
C;omml::.:->,Joncr. I dc,~lre to stres-, tho ouE:'-3-
ti<:n of decontrah;otion. If there is one 
thmfi more than anothc1• thet I dc····re to 
seo l?rot!g-ht to a ~uceP~sful fruition dur;nq­
!11Y .!Jfet•me, and of wbi~·h I wouH be proud, 
1t Is t!tc dcce: tr .... lnn11on of t 11e ra:l V'lVS. 
'There rs t<:o .much Drcshane in everything. 
The CortlmJ~.siO ET for Railw~ys nrac(c1 ]]y 
gC?'·erns the. \Vhole sc,rvlce in (,~ucenfcl•n~l 
With tho aBfr:st,.nce of the gr:ncral n1flnngcr 
nt ~ockha-r:npto:-1 nnd the general :mauagcr 
at row lS-:Ille. Too m•tny 1 rivial m·JJi<'r• 
ha,-c to be refnrr"d fnvn To rnR'·ille ::~:nd 
~~ockhampton to Bri~h 'm', when tre oflkcrs 
In thosC' Cf'J:trr·s. if :'iY('IJ a gr(·1tor rn ·a:-::nre 
o_f cont':ol. could de·'! ·-.·ith tl1cm comn ·tcntlv. 
'Ihc 0~1\Trs t 1:cr~ ho,yo :,ufflcicnt b'rains i.o 
deal w;t-n rnan.T· of thr~ r·uc8t/orq w!~ich row 
ha Ye io be referred to Br',bnc n Tl·e 
.r.rini~ter.,., ~'hould. ':>onfe;r grcn:-t.'r 'r:o~.~'C·r~ ~n 
thos~: o!uc0r.~. I~ h~.~ ht'en nuzzling to 1n0 
why ofltccrs lwldmg n ·-pomiblc po2itions in 

[Jir. Dnnlop, 

the railway service have never been sent 
abroad to study modern railway methods. 

A GO\'ERXli!E.c!T Mlli\IDER: Mr. Fihelly went 
to ~\1ncrica. 

Mr. DU'-;LOP : I am talking about 
of the railway service. 

[7 p.m.] 

officers .. 
I urge the Minister to go into the que·,tion 

of decentralisation with the Commis ioner. 
T.he matter has been left in abey:tnce for 
1nan~· yeara, and it is time that some con· 
crcte proposal was put forwa.rd whereby 
greater )JOwcrs will be given to the tv;o 
divisional rrrilwav officers in the Centt·al and 
:\<ortlwrn portioris of the Stat,'. The .:\1inis­
tcr ehould ha Ye no hesitation in urging th' 
Commis:ionc-r to dolege~tc greater powers to 
these officers, particularly wh<'n thev are 
well fitted to exercise those powers, and in 
doiug so will facilitate the \'>or king of tho 
railway service. 

I listened ·.,·ith interest to the remo.rks 
of the Loader of the Opposition on the 
tran,,port quc"otion. The hon. mcmb"r, who 
is one of the n1ost connected ~pcakcrs in 
this Assembly, woucd be a second T. J. Ryau 
were he equipped w;th a knowledge of thF 
law That is b:· the way. The scri,ws 
corn petition of 1notor · c.::.rs and 'buses is 
a.fl>"tilig the tranlway s:vstr'D1 in Ro::?kh:.~mp­
ton ju~t [tS it is a.f[\ .:bng tho r..tilw;'ly s~rvice 
geHcrolly throu.~c.hout the State. The unfor­
tunate thing is ihat the people of Hock­
hanipton. in C'ornrnon \rith the people of 
Queensland g,nera!ly, do uot realise that 
the:· should "'PJ10d this enterprise. If the 
rates bciw>; charged by the H1ilway Tlepart­
D1£'l1t arc t, 'J hig-h in co~par1son with t!-:o~e 
offered by n1otor 'bus co:.npanios, etc .. surc!y 
the Con11nissio- er sho'JJd be in a position to 
;1cal with the problcrn so that he ma;· reg:tin 
the lPt traffic! It has boc:1 sugg-ested that 
the co01trul of motor traffic should lie with 
the Sccrcta.rv for Ra.ilwavs. in that the Main 
RDad~ Com~ni '3ion und"Cl; his iurisdirtion 
controls the is<ue of license.; for Inotor tran­
s't. That is a sugge-tion well 1; orthy of 
consideration. I kro ,, that on the Y cppoon 
Lmnch railway, in the Kcppel electorate, the 
gocds traffic is affected because the business 
P' ople of Y eppoon utilise motor conveyances, 
although the} benefit from the travelling 
pub:ic who visit Yeppo~n by excursion 
trains run by the Hailway Department. The 
railwavs will never pay until the traffic is 
collsidera.b~v increaHed; and in that con­
nection some good may result from the 
legislation which is forecast hy th~ Secre­
tory for Publ'c Land,, by whieh it is hoped 
that con,iderahlc ar,oas of conntrv throug-h 
which the rrrilway;, now pass will be op~ned 
up for settlement. 

The Socrrtarv for Ag-riculture knows ihat 
m the Central-\Vu't and ot.her pla.ces large 
<1nn1bcrs of stock arD Jo;;t thro·:~h drou1ht. 
diseasr, and RC forth. If th0 Government 
inst:tuted a o"st2m of scientific research 
t.vitll a Yicw tO preventing th,-sc loA'3Cs tl10 
~a,-ing throuqh the prevention of H'c;;;e 
le "'S _,,onld pay the inhrcst en the pnbEn 
<10bt. If rnorc'- rncmey ~oYf~re sp~nt in that 
dirrct'on. tho raiL·ay syste"rt would bcnr fit. 
1: !'or" t]""t c·tcr one .. ill asci't in thc,ir 
rP-";;per·tivP clivi~=ons in trying to aLliterate the 
" cut-throat systen1 " of those v::ho arc trying 
h ccmpctP "ith the railways so thflt our 
ra1lways 1na:· be n1ade a paying concern. 

\Vr h·tYO ;dread·; furr:i~hcd th'' Sccrcl •.1'' 

fo1~ Railw. ys 1vith 'Particulars a3 to tJ.e tradB 
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which rightly bo]o,1gs to the Central division. 
and I would ask the Minister, in conjunction 
with t.ho ComElissioncr, lo go into tho qnes­
tion of long ha.uh:go rates, <:~nd, if nccrssnry, 
appoint an expert to se" thr.t each division 
gets its fair -<hare of its O\Vn trade. 'fo n1ake 
a succe"'"s of the ra il1.Yays, evcryo.:.1e- conccrlled 
n1u~t give a fair da.y's work for a fair day\; 
pay, and in doing so they should be propel'!:;, 
reiinbursed. In that <..-onuoction I wot1~d 
point out that the llailwa;' Department has 
what it c·dl~ a "Sugget:Jtions and Inventions 
Board,'' and I a1n sure the Minist0.r will 
F grec that the employees in the department, 
''specially tho nwchanicc, have saYed the 
R,j)way Department many thousands of 
pound~. Any cn1ployee ·who makes a useful 
suggestion does not get tt very big bonus, 
although he certainly gets something. Just 
lately I noticed tlmt two railway employees 
got a bonus of £20 eac.h. and I "ould like tn 
know what the Hailway Department is saving 
through the brains of thc•'C two ernrJoye<•S, 
·.vho received the mcmificont sum of £20 
<each. 

I regrcr very much indePd that the Score­
tan for Railwavs or the Cabin0t f•aw fit to 
go • out,ide Queensland for two experts to 
inquire into railway matters, especially in 
view of the fact that the railwav system in 
the State from which thoso experts came is 
in 110 better condition than are the Queens­
land railways. I have gre tt confidence in 
our own Queensland people. Any idea that 
the Secretary for Hailways may haYe, that if 
two Qnccuslanclcrs were appointed they would 
not give an impartial decision, is p!J.r<' 
"'bunkum." Anvone "vyorth his salt " would 
giYe an opinion ·,yithout fear or· fa your; and 
while I am here, no mattc1· what Govern, 
ment may be in po,-;< • I shall oppose the 
b1·inf!ing of people from outside the State 
to IiJl ixuportant po~irion~ ih Qneenslanrl. 
Queenslandcrs aro holdins sorne of the highe<r 
positions in the Corm110ll\Ycalth to,clay 

"While" I do not wish to llSO tlw "parj,l, 
pump," I desire to refer to an irnpo:.tant 
matter that affects nn electorate, Tho 
Ipssrich -:, orkJwp~S baY~; n .:ently l>·en get~ 
i.irlJ \;ork that rightly belongs to th~· ;:aihnty 
\York~hol ·-; in Rc·ddut.nlpton. That has b0en 
2;0i11g on for son1c yl'ars, nnd VYork ha~-::. bcell 

to Ipswich that. !Jrr<l J>O right to go 
'"' the work conl<l bro dfleicntly done 

t.apablc- rncrhani.c...; in 1hP Eockhan1Jlton 
worbhops. I hopcc that rhc Mir.istPr' wi!; 
'"" th.>t this practir ; is stoppr:d, and lhat 
the work>Shops at Rockha.mpton, tS "\\ .. Jl a:-; 
those in tl1e North, nrc giv0n the work which 
rigbtly belongs to thern. 

Bf'forc ih(• c-lo·:tion il1e new ;::taLion \yas 
l"itartcd ; t 1lockharnptoll No doubt, 111v 

fr)ends on the right a!.Y' 1·c -po:.1siblc fvr that'; 
but I aln not. [,Ting to Vi?hethc:r it \\as 
for lJ01itica1 n ;)f'CJTlS 01" I hope That~ 
wb··:1 ihl ··e i:-; an in1prov( uH ut in t 1L' fi~_ance~, 

o:dc ~1t t.l1c sL1tioa ·wi1l be rest· tried. 
going into Rockha111pton and h !,ving 

on:r the c,• ,'rhc •d bridge to go 
to t ~w rcfrc·1JJn'~'llt-rooTn will kno· 'l 

.:.L 1.-.. kwnrd it is for pa ·-cl!ge1·s to get io 
rcfreshn!OHt-roonl. Ccrta"inlv. tra.i11s are 

1:ow backin~·; into the bltaticn, \,:hich is the 
tt·~t f.,ree 1 CYor EJ .~.', find I hope t.hat 

ttr.r arr: Pgf "~'llenis wiJ l be 1nade. I do 
not lo:1ov· \Yh('thor politicians dovol hero kno,v 
that then.• is ~twh a. place as t.ho Central 
district, of which Rockhampton is tho 
c.1Jlital, vhich is entitled to a station in 
l;;:poping with .its position as the third city 
in Queensland. 

I lw.~ru the Loader of the Opposition refer­
ring to the appointment of app1·entiees. 
This W.'lS a n1a.ttor '. ith which I dealt on 
tlu! hustin~s. To inquiric on ihe subject 
I \Vas unable to any official infor-na-
tion, but I did rrt a littl "oil" all th0 
sun1e, which .:::ho~yrd th ).t there W\}l'0 180 
ar1pr _;~·:tir>~'3 \vho had sat for thl 0<-:alnination 
but none of ,._,h )ffi had been appoiPted. I 
say tlu>t .appreuticnc, hould be pnt on; but, 
according lo tlw Secrct··ry for Labour and 
Indu ·try, thnre is a report to come from the 
South which he hi's to cor idor before th et 
cnn b(~ done. IJ:'he GoYernmcnt should kee;J 
Lhl~il· pron:risC' and put a.ppr0nt.icr:s On7 as lt 
is 11ecc-'· ary to do s01ncthing for our bo:.~s. 

I am also pleased that the old sy,;cm of 
retiring etnpL,yecs at sixty-five yE'1r.-- of age 
has been cut out and that a man is to be 
tr<;a\.cd on his merits eo long as he can do 
hi' work. 

I hope that the Minister will sr-r- that the 
c".·orbitant railway fares charged to Emu 
Po.rk and Ycppoon from Rockhampton are 
altered. If the department wants to make 
the railways pay, it can dn so by making 
more reasonahlf' chargf's. It is impossible for 
a worker with a family to pay the present 
charges. The railway scnico to those two 
seaside resorts wiE pay if only the fares are 
rnade more reasonable. 

The sam0 thing applies in connection with 
the refre-shment-rooms, where the prices 
charged ar0 too high. People will not pay 
2" 6d. for a mf.11. so why not rcduLJ the 
dwrge to 2s. and give the people a chance? 

The Govemmcnt should also accelerate the 
1nail train servlrc and cut out stop4 at so 
1nnny int.ermc,l.iate stations. .:\teals .\re pro~ 
Yidetl at certain , tations, and thP trains stop 
flyc- 1ninutcs lH·re and t .m 1ninut(.:; there at 
2 or 3 o'elrck in, the rnorning. The depart­
ntent could easilY <:'ut out an hour or h:::Jf an 
houe on the rn.nii traln frorn Dri'"lbane to 
Hoeklnu:;pt,oll by limjting the nurrrr<:T of 
stopping plac( ;; on the vn5-·. If a person 
is n'lt t ltis1lC'tl ~:: ii·,h hjs tert \vhon he gets it, 
h0 h:ts l"O ri~ht t) Le r rmittcd io e;et out 

or auy other place ut 2 or 3 
the 1norning. 

I \Yol·k1 111 ') to n1011tion the travelling 
('"'::.pen-2s p;1id Lo n1echa.nies and others in 
l bP 11R ih' a.v J)cpartrnent. ..:\ t 1 he pre; ent 
hmo the departrnent iR paying mechanics 
ar:d others in iho "\Yorksho'1S a tr :.v0l1ing 
nllow;, nee of 10s. pc-· day with J.. rna:v.i·roum 
of £2 a ,,.Tcc·lc Il a. rnochanic is av1 1 Y ten 
da:; s he should, i11 n1y opinion, get 10> for 
l~::trh day, ~,·:hen-::ts ho only gets a maxJmll!l 
of f2 fue t}.o fir-_t seven days and three~ 
~cn'llths of £2 for the othl'r three daJ s, 
,,.h curs th.• mana;rcr gds £1 ls. a 
day. ar;d < oth,_r officer,:; 15s. a day 
and 17,. (, n day for P'lch day they arc 

I hop·-) thn }fi11i;;tl~l' ,_ .. jll use hi8 influence 
\- it11 the Cabinet w-ith a vic\v to eiving tho 

nwdtdilio J.C::;. for every day ho is 
I !mow th"t wh.tt I say is 

I hav2 y:orked out those 
Ycuclwrs for yc.n?; and I hopo tL.~· l\1inister 
will i,urn on;r a nc'v leaf. I would go 
further rrnd say that. if the bo'st:s are v.Torth 
what the~ are getting. th~ 'vages men are 

orth 10s. or c•on 12s. 6d. a day Lr the 
\\hole ten days they are travelling. 

1~11·. Dtwlop.] 
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ill'lttor to which I wish to r0fcr 
the d0pcntmt c1t has an cxpon«·ive 

d1op in Eockhampton-it cost 

At 7.17 !l.llL, 

pounds-a.nd it has only 
1noulders in it. I asked a 

long ago. 
of 

and 
for 

\lr. FHY one of thl' Di:Ulel of 
ilaictn·'ll, l'e]icn•d thP (_'1h iinnan 

dl[Lir. 

?\Tt. .JO~LS _ (P ·rJrl)I(Jton): l11 .a ~·oung 
Sptr~:!~{ populatt•d conntr,y hk0 _.:\ lF­

\'dncn dep£~rnl;:; for it:s prc -il'C!HH a,ncl 
ncnt largely on tran~portation, it is 

to C'XlYCt the railwavs to pnY, esncci-
in a Stab· ::,uch as ~uecnslan·d. i\:here 

and other resource-:. arc p/culiarly 
npon tra.nsportation. \Ye n1uo;r, 

that the raihYaJ ~ give an cucntial 
t 1

'':.' eountrv; and certain fonns of 
rt YC~iLW rmr1c to the~ GoYcrnlTlent lJCChUse of 
i ht• bui!diiJg of railway line;;. ..:\.s a rnatt.er 
of fact, the grc•at l.mlk of land revenue j, 
•'cpNldc'!t npon aild is the outcome of the 
building of railways. I remember that when 
l;•u Legislativ<; C:Conn61 had submitte{l to it 
certallt propoSitiOns for the buildino· of ra11-
W<!.YS in the Upper Bm·nott and they were 
rc:terred to a Select Connnittee in accordance 
with tho St.•nding Orders of that Chamber 
the; C'orr1n1issioner for R.ajlwavs said i~ 
evrdenc~ that the loss on the "working of 
those l.mes would be a pretty large sum 
of money, but the Under Secretary for 
Lc:.nds, the late l\Ir. Uordon Graham who 
wa, a good authority, pointed out th~t the 
reve_nuc that would be derived from that area 
b;: the _Department of Public Lands at~, a result 
of thmr construction would be three times 
a,; great as the loss anticipated on them bv 
the Commissioner. I think the figures have 
pro\·ed. that smce. The huge revenu" that 
comes mto the Department of Public Lands 
fr:om. the. settlement of the Upper Bm·nett 
d1strrct 1s due to railway ron,truction, 
nlthough probably the rctilways are showing 
a loss. 

_ I would also a.], the ~1iuistl'>· 'Yhether it 
" not a fact that the buildinry of the railwav. 
from Duchc,, to. Mount I sa hus improved the 
rcturnt:J on the hne fro1n Townsville through 
Clo'!cuuc to Ducbe;ss. Years ago. \1 hen 
rm_r,ung wa · ac·trve m the ;\iorth-\Ve1t the 
~·n111~ a to Clon~urry was a paying line~ and 
lt Will pa:y again 8'' :t result of the duv0iop­
mont ot t.1at great field at }fount Isa. 

The last spoaker, in connnou \Yith other:3 
ref0rrcd to <:ompctit-ion Yrith our railwaYs b~ 
rr1otor traffic.- . \Yf:lJ, .to try to sweep· bc:u·i.c. 
H_w t < e>mpcbi•~m 1.3 lrkc the action of the 
old +. ~ Ith ~;,1 . broo1u trying to ke·'p 

; H<e. 1_ h1~ country den end 5 0~1 
'tOlL and tho people \viJI choo~D 

· t form. That i: ra tent tu the 
averat:·c Jnind. 

\Jthoug-h \Ye htLYP an u.r:j\p raih1-a·;r 
l do r'ot think it j, pc eiblc 

:n fntnrc in Australia, and pnrticulady· 
111 9!lC0rlsland. to ronstrnct trunk lines nnd 
avow the new form of traffic. I travelled 
along a road at ono tin1e frotn Chic.tlYO 
to _th Grrry iwn and steP! works. \Vo he~r 
smte a l<_Jt about the scrapping of rail ways 
m Amcnca, uut the railway alon" that 
road was the only one that was sci~~rred, 

[Mr. Dmtlop. 

rlnr to lhe £ac~ that it ".,"' subject to wm, 
pd;tion ,c-iih ,., atcr traffic on tho ono side 
and with ro,.<l traffic 0!1 the other. In the 
fi1tnre W(~ shm_dd consider whether it 'viH 
not 1Jp· bettc·r to ,-~on'~truct roads instc1.J of 
"1na ll l11· >,nch rc-1hYay~, and 1-rhether road 

file .,Y_ ill r.ot scrn_; tlv~ purpose c:JlHtJl~:- af' 
\\ if not better. At the present time our 

highwa:vs musf bt~ our raihvays; but 
ir \'viil bo YPr l difficult for the f.linister 
·,dJO conimh both tho rail and rolld tt·al"poet 
,- :<t('llJS to rr~;ist t.he 118\V form 0f t:::cdtic, 
1 hieh ]..; rorni11g a.s surely ns night fol!o":;-; 
d~u·-r .otor traffic. It will be \"t•rv difhctLlt 
fo" hi111 to rc:"ist that traffic; and~ indeed I 
do nnt think l10 ~~. o111d b0 wi~e in "o doing 
~ ~ten oil i::; 'lil1Vli(d at a chc.·1pc:r rate in 
.\1"tn1lia. In the cit,v of 13ricb•mo w.· 
Jl~l~-illg <lR hlgh ns 2s. u per gallon for 
\Yhnt will lw ilw m ,gnil:ude of the motor 
i 1 <J n~port ~~'~.1 rn1 if oil Cfl n bo prod need b_crc 
in cmnmercial quantities and it can be 

at ics::; than lB. p0r gallon? Coin~ 
v, ill then bl' kP0Il('l', and I do not 

that 'lYe can or should l'esi~t it. 

:\·h·. :\"nnro: '"'f' will then URf' petrol on 
1he railways. 

:\Ir. JO:'\EA : Motor traffic is the coming 
1 t·o ffic, ,1nd oil is the dominant feature in 
t hn progress of t.he transport system. To-day 
the po~~cssion of oil n1eans possession of the 
control of the sees. with oil-driven ve>sels. 
Ho \\·ho has oil has ~m pi re. Oil is responsible 
for the con<Jnest of air. Ultr-a-refined petrol 
has enabled us to conquer and control the 
air. Oil has been responsible in Queensland 
fo1· shortening distances, abolishing the half­
wny house. 

:\Ir. Nnmo: 'Ve ban• not yet secured it in 
l(ueensland. 

l\h-. JO:'\ES: :\'o. but wo ha Ye the 
imporwd oil. V\ith vctrol at 2s. per gallon 
it. is very ·difficult for the Railway Dopart­
l<ll'Ilt to compete with motor traffic; how 
much more difficult will it be to compete 
•. ith motor traffic wlwn oil is produced here 
i11 commercial quantities? 

:\lr. KELSO: The uepartment will have to 
<"onduct a motor service of its own in con­
jnnction with the railways. 

:-,r,-. .JO:'\EA: It lllay Le neccssa.ry to link 
n:J eert<,in railway ::;ystcn1s and to construct 
certain tnmk lines, prohably from the South 
t.J the North of Anstralirr; but we should 
hc•:•itato before "'" build any more railway 
!in< s in Queensland. when good roads and 
n···tor tn,ffi~ will scrYc the purpose equal!'\' 
"' '"ell. if not bcltc;·--I think a great deal 
hcttc·J·. l do not think it is possible to 
1·c:-:.i~t th~~ COH!ing n1otor traffic. \Yhat n1ust 
wp expect if \H~ eoutrnct good roads paral1el 
1.l the ra.ihLlv lines? :'\a 2::-crctarv for l~ail­
"'"" should., constrnct. nor ·do I .. think the 
:\Ji;,ist r prqK red to construct, roads that 

to compc·te with the raib·ay 
wonlcl be a sorry thing, pro­

Rr.ilway Department. I quite 
j:'-1 on!"· nai'urnl that cYcrv 
ad likf'::; to sc0 hi~ dcparr 

Th tt fonn of 1notiYe pow·f'r 
re;;isted. 

The C_!UC·~tion of thP appointn1cnt of extra 
Con1nlit~sioncrs to adn1ini ~tcr the 1 ailwasr' has 
been mentioned. In the pre.,ent Commis­
,[oner and his staff W<' have a bodv of men 
who discharge th<Jir duties with eredit to 
I he State. Travellers and visitors to Queens­
land speak of the groat courtesy they recci ve 
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ha !id- of the Ilaihr.,,ay Dt.,partment. 
Q;ovcrnrnent by comrnis~ion, 

tho 01ppointrncnt of 
arn not t-O 

no l'('{,renchrnc~lt. 
~5, th t, thero is rt lf'~ser 

num ~'on.7ice io-da:v than 
is pa_ctlculady f:O in Br·i~bane. 

porter, lJO"•'.- h2.ndle pa2"'~ngers' 
t~uJt t.hc~o 1ieensed 

the sa.n1e satisfaction 
that obtained prior 

appoint:nu1t. The system then 
(•.xi~tiug -"·as nn excellent on0, and the 
r mplo}Tl '.~ere encnurag-cd to be courteous 
i~l the cli~<·h ·rg(~ of their duties. Any Hu1nbe1· 
of (·ompl.::inl'3 have bt-cn n·cc-iveU by nHJ of 
the l ir••n;.<Pd :-<ystcrn. pa.rhcnla dy in 
th(• en·-.._: of trn'-·01lin•·: with cbildrt>n 
v nd lng·•.rag0. 

The SECRETAH\ FOR R.~ILv.-xLs: I ha Ye not 
n~reivt•<l or:t· ccmp1a 'nt up to tlF pre.se!Jt 
t-ilne. 

.:VIr. JO:i\ES: I recou·nise that the :\Iini::;tpr 
Cflll be g-uided on1," 'by the complaints he 
rf'eeiYf'~ ofrk·ially. but complaints have been 
ltlade tO !DO by JaAJiCS' ''Vith childl'81l. rrhev 
~tatp that unde-r th0 new systen1 a pern1anen-t 
ponrr dare not !tss;·,t a lady with her chil­
dre-n or luggage hccauso the licon5ecl pori;ors 
arp ,pccirrlly licensed to llo that work. The 
~.vst.cnl of liccn~cd por\~_.rs is probably n1orc 
,.,l<f1 0· to the tnvP!ling pubT'· than the 
former ,,t,,ff norterc. I und' rstand that 
retrcnchrnent is taking place .in tho nt~rv.icc, 
and f wou1d like to knovv to whrtt cxtl'llt. 
Probnbh- ~,re -.lp 11 g-et the figure:;; at a }ater 
staf!e. 

?\11' KELSO: Thn ··:·stem of licem.ed porters 
''ork; Wt1 ll both in Sydney and lvielbonrue. 

:\Ir. \Y \HHEN (Murrumb•<): The hon. 
membt•' 1?uddington nd previous 
~J)La.kcr:- comrncnt,·d upon the 1notor 
cGnlpetlhon e-n r rG.i]-.vttys. It is a very 
diffi<'ult Un provlous. occa-,ions 
T ha\ e ·l with the raihvays for 
Pot g-etting- <l fn)r de d either frmn tb~~ public 
nr frunl the peor)lc u-v n:ing n1otor truck~. 
:\ ll rhing~ equaL no 1notor truck can 
cnn1L tr' '"~ TaihYH.: s. Of course, the 

rnotor traffic r·ornpctc sucCf'f:-~~ 
[7.30 p.m.J fully if no is made for 

tho 

the th,~ 
r)ads. then 

1 ruck trdHc '"< not last a w·cek. I agree 
with the h(m. member for Padding-ton \hat 
thP motor tr:1ffic ~annat be 'topped but at 
1Past those t·t·<.:l10;}Sjble ('an be rr.~.ade t~ pa.y for 

the danw.go do!lO to the ro.,U"', :mainten-
~lnre. of vvhich is a charg·o on producer::: 
aud the country generally, to the benefit 
of these individuaLs. Onl ,- rec~.ntly a 111c1nbcr 
of the Caboolture Sh~rc C'ouncil told n1o that 
a 5-ton true\ had been rospousible for £50 

of '"'~L; to tht. ro:td. Sn · h rr thinr~ 

I do not agree ,vith the statc·lH(:~;t that 
r he; raihYavs cannot be nu.de At one 
time in thl' th.y did 
110 l'< lSO!l that hAppy 
, hould not pr~:va!l agnin. 
\\'o kcr-:... rc-ali'3ill£!,' t.h. ir position, 
u hcnts for th'- C'cnnnJissioner in 
,-ours to sti1nulnto a better fc;•lin.o· 
the public, rnueh good r::a~,· acc~·uc. 
s1dcra]_Jle j!l-Iecling 1vns C:'lLt~d bv the inter­
l'uptcd rnilway service~ follo\Yl11g on the 
unfnrhn ate sirikes \Yhich took plarc in 
Queensland. I do not bJan1e t1H~ ,, .. :H:kors 
for that: they v;cre v;reng l•: !eel. At thP 
:;-a1ne time, as happ(~ncd .l:::o in tho old 
country, \YC' fan tra('e thn rt cl in( in railway 
traffic. from the period ·rdwn the r:ontinui(v 
of operations was brok0n by the retilway 
~trikc. It appears J·o u1o that. if main 
wads are built panilel "ith tlw railviay 
line.,, s.o1ne control 'vHl rLnuire to be cxer­
('iscrl oYer motor trrrflic. It is all vc•rv well 
to say that the internal combustion Cngino 
has revolutionic~d transport. Mr. Hnghes at 
one time said that nothing· could .~top it, but 
,. by not control it? Jf we could dispose 
of the existing trunk lines under satisfactory 
conditions, the position would be different, 
hut so long as th,'se trunk lin~s exist-and 
they are necessary-it is the bus in( ··s of any 
sanP Govern1ncnt to forn1ulate a scheme to 
control the motor competition. 

Mr. JONE~: You cannot Rton it-that is 
the trouble. -

:Hr. WARREI\: \Ye can stop it. Ar·e the 
Government not all-powerful'! Furthermore, 
the public are beginning to realise the seri­
ousness of this problem. In the North Coast 
dist:rict action has bt>en taken by certain 
local authorities to stop this traffic b:; build­
ing light-traffic roads. The Pine River Shire 
has gone so fnr as to refu..,e to i.'-'S.Ue license~ 
for heavy trucks. 

Mr. JoNES: That is a backward step. 

3!Ir. WAHHEN: It appreciates that the 
roads are a charge upon the produ~ers and 
1 he countrv g·cncrrtlly. and, \V bat 1s more, 
that the heavy moior traffic should be rcgu­
latld, 11~ the ralhvay scrYiu~ is ]anguishing 
fot· w>tnt of traffir. 

T :L:rec vvith th~ rmnarks of the hon. Incnl-
1 1Pl' for Pa,ddington in :regard to pv ssenger 

I do not believe that we are ever 
to reca.ptnrf' the lH1S'-'C'n~~~r traffic. 

do not use the rrihvay~, althoug-h I have 
n fun n:.ts;;;. lt is n<Jt conrcnient for me to 
n e the_. r;·ihvays. 

:VIr. 
!:avc ;.,_ 

: J 1<Sl; fH~ ra)hYJY' h-canse I 
p, .~s. 

1Ir. \V\ !l.REN: It is n11n·n conveuient fDr 
uH~ to use a }y,~ ihnt means I can 
c:n'c t\ccnh both \ av<. I D"ive the 
~1inistel: ci~cclit for cloinz whit he thinks is 
LF: "t in the intcrc:.ts of 'th(~ r•ountrv. I am 
not p-oi!!g to grouch hectnse he ·has d?ne 
son1·'+hing in ~·.iurTUlnba th:1 t I f!o not hke. 
I bdiovo that he acted with the verv best 
of intention;:;. There has been S.(l - n1uch 
n1isnrabie rnisinal'a,gonlent, waste, nnd s.tu­
pidity that it .does not nc•cd a very bramy 

Mr. Warren.] 
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m:w to do much better th>tn has !wen done 
in the pust few years. I g:i vo the Minister 
.rcdit for tryino: to make mcttcrs better. Ho 
1~ 1nakin•2; a good attempt, and I bc1ievo 
that th0 Comrnis~ioncr and his 0!-ficers an~ 
B.lso n1nkir.g a good att ·IllpL Nun~ht.1rs of 
rnen arr ,,.-orking in ... he Nlurnnnba elec~ 
torai e, and, althoug-h they rna~v not be nlto~ 
·gethcr ph• a .cd with what has been dono, 
Lhr:y give the GovLl'n:ncnt crodit ~or £~.tttLnpt­
ing to bring about better conditions. Had 
ihr L -d:-;onr GIJ\r~rnr.nent kopt jn prr,ver for 
another ton 'iOal'S, there would lJaye been 
no railv·ays in existence at alL It was tho 
great .t lt!ck for Queer.land thut the Labour 
Government were turneJ out, and that at 
lJst we have business InanagHJnent in con~ 
r:ection with the raih" ays. 

Mr. COl'.:HOY (Jiu.ranoa): 'l'ho hem. mem­
ber for Po.cldiugton pointed out the diffi­
culty of makir,g country lines pay. I agree 
with what that hlm. member said. 

During iiw course of his speeci1 the hon. 
membc~· for l\'Iurrnmba c.ticl that in the past 
the ndlways h~d paid. Take the Roma to 
Injuno railv;ay as a ease in point. \Vhen 
that railway was started the Railways 
·Guarantee Act was in force, and, if that Act 
wore still in force. in a\1 prob~bility the 
Roma to Injuno line would pay at the pre­
sent time. Under that Act the people in 
the benefited area had to make up the loss 
on the railway. One of the first acts of the 
Labour Government wus to repeal that Act. 
The lo<s on the Homa to Injune line during 
the last ,-.ve!Yc months was £22,0CO, and 
the loss ou the line from Roma to Cunna­
mulh during the eumA period ,,-as somewhere 
in the Yicinity of £55,000. How is the 
l\1ini~ter goinP,' to rn ~_ko thoso raihvays pay? 
1.'he lino from Rmna to lniune serves the 
settlers in thr,[ district by· bringing iheir 
cream and other nroduco 1.o Jtoma -If the 
l\1ini~~Gr is going to mnko that r.ail;va:v pay, 
thon th·, p_oplc Ji,·iLg on ·the !and arc· going 
to b•. the ouifcr,•ro. I undc1 _.tand that bon. 
1nernb' r.'3 oppo~it-G 111-vo nlvn,v.-s profc'3sed to 
have the i;;ten•"t: of th" man· on !he land at 
beart; and, if th tt is .:-:o. it \V ill be difficnlt 
for tho J\1inistcr to mnko 'tile Rmm,-Injuno 
lino pay. The chit£ diflicnlt:: in the 
cotmh·,. is the y;<' nt of population. As the 
11lnif:tP~· knov;·q, YOU c;.n tr:1vcl nli]Ps and 
n:dlcs in t.Lo Sm.lth-\\ •-='"t ,,-ithout s0eing a, 

or hahilat;on. Th'1~t is 
tho Mini<ter has to 

hov; ho is p;oin~ 
t'h:':' r:-ril\\JVS pav unle:-.b a-t great 

to 1 he n-~~ a on' the lund. 

::\!1 . • Jo:..;~:-:;: Thc\7 J1cvcr 'ill p:ty until we 
h~·L· n1ore popul:: lion. 

;\-lr. 
tion 
not in 
! 

Y: I wish io to the ouc.'3-
contract. \York railwa-ys-

connrctio:n \Yith ~e contrn.cts, but 
th~~ t undt•r s~, -·.tmn now in 

m tint-~na-r~·>~ ile'-!1, carr~enters~ 
a~ d 1ncn doin--~ ~n~all repainng job3 

" F>c·rvice n.rg being .Ji~pcnscd tvith, 
Hu~;;;o little iob;:; al'L; goiLg to be 
(:onh'oct. Th•J :Uinister · ill find 
sy)h~tn iP going to r·ost the dct•art~ 

.rnent Jnuch n1ore th n hv h:tving porrnanent 
f•lnployt-:es io do Lht~ \Y;)rk by day labour. 
1'ho 1\Iinister n1ust know that tlw c11fficulty 
will be tn get mPn to do ma,ny small job~s 
by contract. If the work is io bo done by 
roLtract, thero vdJl ho gn~~tt de la;, wherea~ 
iho wor\.. could be do'i. in a few hours bv 
permanent omp]oy~ees. 'l'lte J\1inist,or will finrl 
out before very long that the introduction of 

[Mr. TV an· en, 

this contract system will result in much 
greater expense to th0 department. 

Tho 'YsV·m intloduced by the Minister of 
having cab kc\~pOl'S to do tho \YOrk Pl~C'Vl~>Usly 
donP by statton~n1aster:3 n1ay rcsu.t 1n a. 
ccrLin amount of economy, but I do not 
think it is a wiss step. Jn ~nany centres 
in VV edern Qncensland it will be ncce v;;ary 
to hnvc a :)Lttion~nu1stcr or a night officer· 
"to carry ont the ncce~sary duties. as a v;,ruman 
\vill not be mitablo for the work. 

I wish to f ell dtontioa to the passenger 
1 rafii(~ L_ tv,- .:011 Brisbane and CunnanlLtlla. 
}Jas:-:,~•n.Q, rs on the trains leTYing· hrisbanc on 
TnesdU l and Friday aiternoor-;; by the 
\Ycstcrn mail aro put io some disadvantage 
by ha\'-ing to chnnge trains-soinetinE~S 3-t 
Chin<"hilla and at otlH~r tirncs Rt Rorna-when 
they arc e eked to change and are bundled 
out of the c :uriages in the earl:' hours of 

'the morhil<"' and have to find accommoda­
tion in so m~ other ea rriages. If a change of 
carriages is necessary, the J\iinister .should 
arrange for it to take place at Mrtchell, 
because the trains arrive there "t about 8 
o'clock in the morning for breakfast. and it 
>Vould not be inconvenient for passengers to 
change into another compartment, as it is at 
Roma where the train arrives at a quarte1· 
to 5, drat Chinchilla at about 2 o'cloc~ ir,t the 
morning. The prese-nt arrangE'f!lGllt. 19 . a 
oTeat disadvantage to the travellmg publw, 
~nd I hope the Minister will give some a~ten­
tion to tho wants of the travellmg pub!rc m 
this directiou. 

I wish to l'·ofcr to another mutter, and I 
am now getting ne:trer home-:-that is ~he 
oucetion of buildings. The rarlway stahon 
tit Roma was built about fifty yc:us ag?, 
and, \Yhcn it is 1aining, people gcttmg; _m 
;·ne\ out of ir .jns have no shelter. I11e 
Ycrar.da o11lv extends to within about 9 feet 
o£ tht~ raih,;rrv carriagc~s. Rorna has grown 
cnr idcrabl;·__.:.morn particularly, dl~ring the 
la:";t tcL or t\veh-c vcars~and 1t 1:3- now a 
Y<'l'Y impor·tant inl,\nd town. .1 think ~he 
i\Iinistcr hns bacl an opportumty of seemg 
ih C'onditiolls existing thccre. No doubt 
lw knows o£ tho agitation by the people of 
Ro111a. fur a llt_ "\Y raih, . .t.Y :;1-ation, and I ask 
hi1 1 to 1nake a detailed oxan1ination of tho 
fu,;ul 3 ~hawing the• amount of business dc:no 
tfren·. for if ho does-knowing the statron 
a,- he clocs-I am sure he will rcaliso that 
it: i< not a.t all enitablc or adequate for the 
work clone there. 

:Yh. BOYD (RIU•IIcli): I hai'O something 
to ::;;,,y about the raih·,,_tv sv:::~r1n generall_y 
tnd tJw raihntYS in rho 'nul·neLt district in 
l"'r;icul r. I ktw·,., tluct hon. membe1·s w1ll 
: Rv tL,tt I (!111 '' Dl'i(ing the pari2ol1 putnp, 
htit I am going to work it fa: all I am worth. 
J ant 1~ot asha1ncd of my JLtrish-in fact, T 

m 11f'l'G to rc;,n sent it. I do not suggest 
i hat l mn oinP" to offc,r cmnJJ1etc rprncdv 
for all the "trot~bles in department, but 
tho\ , 're a feY\T 1•·ould like to 
lllcb•, and I ]Jo]lC' will taKe 
note ot theL1. 

I know 'lcrfcct l ,. well that wotor traffic 
is here to j_stay ; ~nd, although it has be-en 
said ]J,, Olk or two hon. members that 1t 
can ~nCl should bo excluded fron1 coJnpc-tition 
·with the ralhra-rJ. that sec'ns to b.J rather a. 
tall order. 'Ihc I'linister in charge of tiw 
Hailwav De,)wrtrncnt is nlsu in ch'1.rg'O of 
111ain rOad .-~·an a~rrang,.:ment w-hich I hclic!'e 
, ill h' a g-uotl one; but I do not scu wh:v 
\H' shoul\I Eot take· advantage of the moto'~ 
;.;:·stem of t rar"port, which is to a certain 
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~xtcnu depreciating the value of our rruJ · 
ays, because 1notor cars arc running on 

roads more or less duplicating our railway 
tine~. :!YI~n1y ye111', ago the IVIcKccn cars 
-;,vero purcha:.:.;cd for uso on the raihvnys, and 
to-da \\C have a fc1v rail n1otors in use. 
Fron1~ what I can gather, they arc not 
OlH~r •ting with the full amount of succc2J 
clwv should achieve. It ''eems to me th<tt. 
wh0n \Ye can tU·t..~ Er::gl1~h. E:).ropcan~ and 
A1ncric:1.n cars so sun· :ssfully on o··r roads 
t~nder tho vcrv adYf'r· -~ conditions \vhich 
obiuin in this. country-good roadFl, bad 
roads, and no roads at nll-suroly it 
is po::sil1lo -to get n suiLtblc n1otor­
driven vehicle to operate sucec,,ofully on a 
."€t of rails such us we lnve laid 
down as railwa3 s throughout the coun· 
try! It s<'erns to me that advantnge could 
be taken by the department of thi, ' dion, 
particularly on hr:mch line,;. I am not going 
to '•ay that the rail motor is a suitable form 
of iranoport on a ma·in line, because it is 
not; but on the smaller lines it could Do 
wmked very much more economically than 
the mdinarv trains. On a branch line we 
have what '\ve call mixed trains. with pas­
senger and goods f'arriages rllnning tandem; 
but quite a lot of time is spent in waitinf\' 
at w<tysido stations-some of it necessary, 
some of it quite unnf'cessary-to pick up and 
put c1own goods and passPngers. 

I suggest that the Minister should investi­
gate the problem thoroughly in this country; 
and. if neC'cssarv. in Amerira and other 
countries to a greater 0xtent than has been 
dont~ 'hitherto. \viih a view to inaugurating 
a better S"stem ou branch and short railwa'· 
linE's. I Urn not adYocating thf~ construction 
of further branch lines, but I urn suggc·~ting 
their utili'·ation bv mct0r traffic. \Ve havo 
already constructed a number of branch lines, 
wd, unfortunately, we are committed to the 
interest involved on the capital expenditure: 
• .J .. nd it is ncces;..ary to provide from revenue 
Bnffici£'nt funds to n1cct anv dcficicncv in 
int~·rP"t and ~.,-orking ('X})( n~ro.;. \V c ]{no vi' 
that tho di;a~trons police' of tlw Labour 
GoYr rnment bus result·- l in tbc cJn\- rsio!l 
of tbc rail-.vay fly,:;;t ·rn fron1 a paying pro­
pC!~ibon to a $;[gantic financial octopus. 'I'h!' 
io· :J. on the rr:ihva,-. s ](1st ;;Par ._.,-as about 
£1.500 OC'O, nnd t3;( accnnll;!ntt'd lo j over 
their tcr;n of' office '"''"'' £19,000,COO. I do 
rtct suggc•st tl1at t~1n prr•s. nt G-o,-crnn1enl 
shDEld cm1strud~ additioHal rnihYav ll11es, but 
smnt: a tt ~-hot~ld be rnaclo to ~rc:duc01 this 
t:lDrtrlOlH 

I e:;ould like to draw the attont;on of the 
l'-Iinis~~r to the nnro·up}otcd 1inc':l cotn1ncnccd 
b,\' the pr-~;;ioo_L..; C ,Yf'l'.ll1nr-nt. The lat:: 
Cov,'l'1lmcnt c:~n--:·1Hlcd a C01l8idcr.ab1e .sun1 in 
the < ·_lllsiruct iai1 of rcrtn.in liner:, but. un­
fortunatelv, for reasons bc.st known. to then1-
3l'ln ~. thr.y simply · hiflcd the plant and the 
men, and left the railwrrys uncompleted. 
Earth\YOrks v;,-prc constrr:nted, bridges built, 
and iu so~nc places station-houses erected~ 
tcgcthr>-r 1vith a t Jcphonic systmn SLPd fenc0s. 
Everything \Vas carried out, vvitl1 the excep­
tion of laying down tlv~ :-)lccpers and the 
pldr I strm1gly urge the i\Iinister to 
complete the, c lines at the earliest possible 
n1omcnt. I quite rcalLe that thjs cannot bo 
douo un1('3.) funds arc aYaiiablc, and I also 
realise that 1noncy is H'l'Y tight at the pre­
sent time. If the work cannot be carried 
out this year, I sincere]:, hope that during 
tho next fin cnf'ial \'f'. r provision \ViJl ]·.• 
made on the Estimates for the completion of 
these linos. I particularly refer to the 

unfinished lino fron, Thangool to Mount 
Scoria. Settlers went on to that country on 
t ho promise of the la to Gover11ment to con­
struct the line, but, UJJfortnnately, the con­
struction ceased about 2 miles from Than­
gaoL There is another uncompleted line in 
the Gcodnight Scrub. Sett], rs have been in 
that scrub from fourteen to fifteen years, and 
tlwy ha Ye been hcnYily ha1 tiicapped by lack 
of transport facilitiP·~. Jn fnct. durin .. ; flood 
t1n10 t1wy an~ absolnt0ly cut off from 
ciY.ilisation, be1~1g situated at the junctibn 
of the Bm .. ctt RiYcr on the one sick and the 
l!errv RiYcr on the oi!1er. AJtl!oup;h a low~ 
lon:f traffic bridge was constructed in the 
loco,lity rec~ntly, it does not altogether 
r•medv the trouble. .U the l-tck of the 
Goodn.ighe Scrub is a State forest-! am 
sorrv thrrt the Secretary for Public Lands is 
not 'here to malne a note of mv romarks­
contajninr,. ·an enormous amount of timber. 
It is csti~ated that there is in the Yicinity 
of 70,000.008 ft. of bcc~utifnl pine. There 
an· in that for,,st matured pine trees <1ctually 
dying and the lack of transport facilities 
does not enable the timber to be placed 
upon the market. 

Timber is being cut in that forest and 
transported hy motor truck to the end of 
the line at Wallaville. Unfortunately. the 
roads are quite unsuited for the purpose, 
and costs are unduly high. I hope that 
the· Minister will be able to see his way to 
make provision in the coming year for the 
completion of the railway into the Good· 
night Scrub. Up to the present a large 
amount of public moHc\ has been expended 
on the uncompleted line. 

Much has been s:1id in connection with the 
railw.,ys paying or othcrwis0. I know from 
experience that motor cars purchased for the 
Central and :'<orthern Divisions in Brisbane 
are driYe:l to their ovvner~, under their own 
power. In o'·her wonls, it rays tlw local 
og, nb to travel to Brisbane by .rail, pay 
their fare, ;vaste a day or two commg do'':n, 
and then drive the new car oYerland to 1ts 
dr -,tjnation. Son1cthing is \\Tong when that 
obtains becau<~ son1c of the roads over 
•"hich they haYe to tr>vcl, particularly in 
the· TJpp0r Burnett area, arc Yery rough 
and primitiYc. The t_rouble is proh:xbly 
one of the rate of fre11,ht. Th•3 Mm1ster 
might go into the matter and possibly com­
pete for tlut traffic, otherwise the public w_ill 
11lilise the method of transport that smts 
them best. It is ali ycr. \VC.ll to appeal to 
sct:tiLwnt and r:a' that 1\'C own ihp raihvavs; 
hut th<_ public ,-,:ill not put their hands. i:>to 
their own pockets for tho purpose of gn-mg 
hnsin,_'ss to ihtJ rn1h,·a,·s in prcft-rcnce to 
n1otors. It has alwavs '8-ccn1ed to me to bo 
H c·rvinr.( : 1Hunc to se~· do70ns and dozrms of 
JllOU)r 'cars being driv.;n from Brisbano 
ihrough ll1c Burndt to their destina· 
tion. "':~.hen _ R.nilwn v Con1n:;isf'ioner, by 
quotin;- an attractiYe r~~tc. f:houlcl b0 trans· 
portiHR lhem by rail. I know that tho 
Connn~.ssion· r no\v transports 1nany tnotor 
cars under the long-clist • nee haulage r<ttes. 
There arc instJ.n~c<. ·where train]orrds of c..tr" 
havo been conyo,·crl to the Korth by the rail­
\vay;:, in con1pctit1on 1-Yith watc1: carriaf?'e, 
but there is no rcctson why our m1xed trams 
should not convey new ca.rs over the much 
charter distances. 

Another raattcr I desire to bring Lcforo 
lhe :\'Iini ,tu i~ the construclimo of facilitiee 
for loading stock. Havin,g been connected 
wi'h stock all m1· 1if •. I h<tve alwav• cDn· 
h>nded that it is' the duty of tlw Ra.ilway 

Mr. Boyd.] 
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Department to provide facilities for loctdinl( 
and unloading stock at rnihva:v Rtations. l 
know tlJat there is n. scarcit. of 1inancc. and 
that very little rnonc is availa.blr; for cXr~n~ 
diture in this dirc:~·iiolL ~.J...::v:::•rthcL:~', 1t. i-3 
verv har~l to i1~ -counL Y c1is-
tricuts 10 cor-;tnu t o·,-~1 Joadinrr "fae~li-
tie". T'hc settlers had to do so in tho 
past in son1e instances, and there is no 
doubt they will lmve to do so in the future, 
although I am in hopes tlwt the new Go­
vernment 1,vill realise their re~nonsibilities 
in the mctttor, and, if they o~nnot build 
the facilities thcmselvc•-;, that they will tt·sist 
in doing so to a gr.· dter :..xtent than ha:3 
been the c:1se. 

I trus.t that sllitaLle trueking: faciliti( ~; will 
b,, proyicJocl at roosonable dis-tance'. so that 
it \vill not bo nccossarv for the sn1rdl settlers 

to trnsel · tbeir stock 1 ong dis­
[8 p.n1.] ut ne<,_, in orcier to ;:;rr·uJ'!'' trncking-

facilities. Fares ancl freights arn 
high, ulthongh thr~ settler Eending- stoek to 
market at the present thno is ecri 1 inly reali~­
ing r.;ood prices. I knovv of in.~tances whPrr' 
the public have built their own yards, which 
are no-",- practically the proper!~ of tho 
ConunissionCr for RailwaY~. ln that conue<> 
tion, I would b•, sorry if the pre,cnt Gm-ern­
rncnt follo\Yed on the linps of past Admini'­
trations. 

'It is. ph-::asing to uotn that the present 
Government are •,eized "\Yith the llP::<'ssitv for 
continuing the railwa r line to 88~ }\.files, 
recently known as \Varatab, but at present 
known as Mungungc, within 12 miles of 
Monto, I hope the Minister will make pro­
vision in the Estimates next year to complete 
the,t mis•ing link, so that the lino may L:u 
continued right into the scttlot"""'t of Monto. 
Tenders should be called for that v:ork. 
having in mind how successful the contract 
system has been in connection with main 
road construction. As the Secret:1rv fot· 
Public Lands is aware, about 1,500,000. acres 
are still available for closer s0ttlcment in 
the Upper Burnett, and it is to lw hop~d 
that that area will bfl opened for closer 
settlement after the enactment of the Land 
Act Amendment Bill now pending, and as 
soon as the existing' settlers there haYe been 
furnished with additional areas. Hon. mem­
bers will apprccictto thu great possibilities 
from the opening up of such a large area of 
lend, which will be within 40 or 50 miles 
of existing railway lines at its furthest 
point. Monto will be the natural centre 
of the whole of that area. and the 
outpn~ of that district will ho brought 
v, ithir, lOO milP-; of the best port in Queen'­
land-Giachtono-,Yhcrc cold storage and 
rneatwork facilities e,re available, Instead 
of being travelled by road as at present, the 
cattle from the back areas ill be transported 
OYer these ruilwa~,'S when the extensions to 
which I haYe referred haYc horn completed, 
v>-hile I rcali~o that it is not tile policy of 
the Gonrnmcnt wildlv and blindly to 'con­
struct raihvays hPrc, there, and cvCry'.vhorc, 
I belieYe -it i~ nccr ,~::try -for the eConomir 
working of the e~.istinfi linf';;, n nd for tho 
good of thP. couDtry gc:'iCrall~· that r ~rtain 
missing links should be completed. I com­
mend my remark~ in that din:--{·tion to the 
1\1inistcr: 

The SECRETARY FOR ILUT.WAYS 
(Hon. Gcdfrey Morgan, ]ibu·illa) : I thank 
hon. members on both sides of the Committee 
for the moderation of their criticism of the 
Hailway Departnwnt. They doubtless realise 
the colg~sal task with which I am faced, attd 

[Mr. Boyd. 

which 'rill require the exercise of tbc doscsr 
nHention. It is rny de~iro to do n1y level 
hc·'t to nwln~ the railways not only of serYicB 
to the 1Jcople of the Skte and beneficial to 

pt~op1e Trho find it nee( .;;;sary to lEe the 
but a l.'O of a1:, i.·· taucc in t.he devr·lop­

JEent outback portion· of the Statc. I rrho 
dc':·iro to sec that the e1nployees in th8 

ny D _parpnPut get a fair :. spin" and 
fu1l-tirlle en1ploywout. r recognise 

the 1U01!CY-lcudcr~ in Jiffcrcut 1Htl'ts of 
horiJ ha ,:e their eyes ou Que(:H~land, 
I PVCl'Y StatC' iu A11:;;tralir. 

thai £63,000,000 ha>'C 
oY rsl'n.s for the pur1)o~c of 

t·o>~trucJ-iug o r raihYay::::, <llJ'J thosL' who 
1l'nt this n:ow'.Y arc nrrturally lookiug to us 
to ~f·e thn J that asset is kept in good order 
and repair .. u1d 8\-C'ntuallv is 1naclc -~· paya.blc 

It hns been "stc.tccl to-night by 
hon. nic'rnb1:rs tlu-.,t it is aJrnost impos-

to u~td:e th~ rail-; ays pay. At one 
tiuw that 'vas ~J.ic1 j11 <'Ollllcctiou \vith the 
C;, 11adia.n raihnty"; yet. after year'· and years 
of enormous lnsc,, it has been found that 
t-he C'anadian railw:tys can be rnadc to pay. 
_\ t JH'8f-cnt they arc profltable and of benefit 
to the people of ihat Dominion. Unfortu-. 
nat'C1y, to-cla.y our lossc•s are so C'llOl'DlOUS ihat 
the raihYays arn really beco1ni11g a burden 
npon the people of this State. Considering 
that the co1nmunitv is. taxed to such an enor­
mous extent to mal~e up the deficit that occurs 
0ach y0ar on one raihvays, it is up to the 
people of this State to do their levd best 
1 o bring a bout a better state of affairs. 

:\lr, HAXLOX: You can make the railways 
pay the same as Canada did if t!te Treasurer 
will relieve you of 1 he interest burden. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
will be 11ecessarv to re liP re the railways 
of a certain anto"unt of the intere··-t burden. 
In every State in Australia, with the excep­
tion of Queensland, the Hailway Commis­
~ioner is aJiovd3tl a certain an1ount of Inoney 
l!:tch year for 'rhat are kno,vn as develop­
mental losses. That is not the practice in 
this State, but I hope that within the next 
t we]ve months the Government will se'' their 
vvay clear either to allow a certain a1nount 
of money each year for that purpose or else 
will agree to the wiping-off of a certain 
amount of the capital iuclebtednoss In New 
Routh \Vales the Government allow the Gom­
n>issioner £800.000 " ycal' to make up losses 
thctt occur on lines built for the purpose of 
developing that State: ancl in Victoria t,be 
Government allow the Commissioner £200,000 
per a11nun1 for losses n1ade on ::3-ptlr lines 
that ''~Tl'C built to opca up the country. 

The Railway Department i" Queensland 
i" llOt allowed a single shilling in that. 
respect. \V·e should rPct>ive a certain an1ount 
o[ rnoney fron1 the -:::onsolidah'd n~Ycnu.f'. or 
Pl<o we shoulcl hu allowed 1) \Yipe off a 
,-Ntain portion of tb10 ea pibtl indebtedness. 
l t w mld Le a vor:· !'OOcl thing- if the GoYorn­
mc"t cl•:ciclcd to wipe off c£20,000,000 from 
t1le capital lnclcbtrdne~~ of the r<Jihvays and 
inaugurated a, sinking fund which vrould 
wipe off the ckht in fiftv year~. If there 
-...hould bo a snrp]n~ on the raih,~ays at any 
tiHlC' after that fil1l0Ullt ,yas ,yjpC'd C'if, it. 
t·onld be u-c·l for dk' lJR~- ment of ou1· loan 
indcbteLlLes 

I also wish to reft•r to the rc:marks madn 
b:v come hon. members in regard to the 
retrenchment that it is alleged has occurred 
in connection with om· railway employees. 
::\ot one hon. rncrnbcr ga\7 e 011e concrete case 
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v;hcre reb·d1dnnent had taken vlace. In 
i he Prcrnier's policy speech it \Yas stated 
definitelv 7o the electors that. if Wll •· crrc 
rctunJcCi' to po'.-·cr, 1vo 1rouLJ introduc-~ tho 
contract ~yste:n1 Yi--bereYer p<·.:;sible. 

\\ l arc O!lly fulfilling oul' proinis,; to tho 
t:lectors 1vhe:n we call for tenders for eer~ 
taln rr:>fJah· \vork and lK .. - work iu con-
11Cction wir~1 our ruih\ ays. \Yith n?gaxd 
to nwiutenancu \\ ork s11c:I a::; bridg('S, cul­
vert.~. and 1naintc)1~ancc of Jincs. it is not 
ihe i11tention of the Gov•-rlunc•11t to call ten· 
dc~rs fer \",'Otk of that clc:--:cripi-ion. \Y o 
intend to hav,.; ihat ·wock clouc by our pcr­
nwnclt CillJ)loycf ~ as at rn·csClJt; but th( r,= 
i:-; oth(·l~ \York in conned ion with \Yhich \Ye 

<an tnako consid2rablG saving:-,, r1nd get it 
('qually a \Yell doLe by coHtract a has been 
tlH) rJ.::-. dur.irtg the lasr t-weln"' or fourteen 
year:-; by 'day\:ork. o,ving to tlw poliry 
of the Goq:>l'l'Incnt, \vo have fouEd it neces­
Eary to Ji:~,nli~--s a. ccrt.n.in nutnbcr of car­
p~.:ntf·rs and ntcn of that dLKription, but 
onl~v yery feY':. In eYcry large cr:ntre \YC 
keep a. nutubt'i' of pcr!iu1ncut tncn to do 
work which is IlCC·,~~sary to 1:,;: done every 
{lay: but \\·o hav(~ found fron1 experience­
and I advocated thi" during the discussion 
on the Est!rnatcs \Yhcn I was on the oppo­
Ritc ~-i.Oo of the Cl1arnber. and ho'l. fnc1nbcrs 
who wNe then on this ·side adyocated tho 
same thing-that it is a vvasteful polio.)' to 
send men 150 miles or 200 miles from a 
centre into tne country to do work, taking 
'" day io §W to the work, for which they 
drew au •· a\vay-£roln-home" allo\Yancc and 
other travelling expense" which amounted 
perhaps to £3, and then returned to the 
depot from which they wPre sent. In these 
little towns thc're is usually a man who is 
quite capable of doing the work needed. \V e 
can get the work done for 15s. or £1 where 
previously it cost £4 or £5. By that meam 
we arc also doing a service to carpenters 
in small COlintry cent res. A man liYillg there 
is entitled to have local work. Why should 
wo send a carnenter fron1 Bri.'3bane oe 'foo­
woomba to distant places like Chinchilla or 
Roma when we can get men living in those 
centres to do the work? That is ono of 
the reasons \Vhy '"·o thought it neLcssarv to 
let men living ·in those centres do the work 
required. 

Hon. monbors will admit that station­
mash'rs generally are capable and trust­
worthy emplD.vccs on vdwm vyu can depend. 
\Ve allow sta tion.masters to arrange for such 
work to be done locally up to a certain cost. 
Thev c 1.11 make nrrangements with a local 
carpenter or plumber to do the work, and 
Bee that it is done properly. Just to illus· 
trate what t!v result has been up t.o date, 
I \Y.ill gi\~~-· instnntes, and .. hPse are not 
~pccially picl<c·d cases. \Ve ll'lYO only had 
this ssr~teu· in operation during the past 
few \Veeks-

South·cast~rn DiYision­
Departmt•ntal 'stimate 
Sur:;C'_,-.ful h!Hdcr 

Saving· 
~outh·wcstorn Division-

DPpartwcntal estimate 
St!Ccc-, -fui t· ndt•r 

SaYing· 
C<Jntral DiYision-

Dcpartnwntal estimate 
Suc~es:::;ful tender 

Saving 

£ s. d. 
16 4 11 

8 12 6 

£7 12 5 

205 1 6 
124 15 0 

£80 6 6 

903 1 3 
517 g 0 
-----
£385 12 3 

~\orihFrn J)ivision­
Dl~pal·inlcnta 1 cBtirna tc 
SncceHsfnl tender 

Saving 
Tot~L-

Di"'lJartnv:nta 1 e~tirna r<'s 
Snc'"'es'3ful tenders 

SaYing 

428 10 () 
299 15 0 

£128 15 0 

1 553 7 8 
'gso 11 6 

£602 16 2 
:J.Iy. Bll.-\:.:·.'·IKGTO~ : That is a long ·-~·ay fron1 

\Yilnng· out the deficit, all the ~an1c. 

Tl"' .SEC'HETARY FOH lL\ILWAYS: 
Then ''"" cailcd for tenders £or the erection 
~}£ £ctt]er~' quarters, labour .only, on the 
Longrench-\Vi!lton scctim1, with the follo"'.ving 
r<•·~ult :-

Depal'blH·ntal ('stimatc 
Sucecs::::fu 1 te11dcr 

£ s. d. 
746 0 0 
414 0 0 

£332 0 0 

I think those tigurr , proYc tlLfinitely that 
tho policy we have put into effect has 
n'~ultcd in an enonnous sasing to tho people 
of the State. It is not goi11g io do any­
body out of a job. In fact, in some cases, 
mcu who lose their permanent employment 
tender for the wm·k; and, if the contract is 
oLtainctl by son1eone !3lse, they have the 
oppori unity of obtaining emplovm<ent from 
the succc"ful tonderer. I thin!< I have 
justified the policy of calling for tenders in 
this regard. I have already indicated that 
we do not intend to adopt the contract 
~vsten:. in the rnaintenanee of the lines in a 
s~fc condition for rolling·stock. 

With regard to dismissals, about which so 
much has been Eaid-although I suppose I 
am wrong there, because very little has been 
caid about it to·night, apparently because 
hon. members opposite do not know of 
any great numbers of dismissals other than 
those I have montionccl-I sav that there 
have not been anv wholesale dismissals. We 
have dismissed fewer pNsons in the last 
four months than tho Labour Government 
cli.snYi~;.)ccl during a similar period for 1nany 
years. 

J\fr. BRASSIXGTON: You will put in the 
" dirty \\ork" after next Saturday. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It is not a quL•stion of "dirty work" at .alL 
I arn giving this inforn1ation to show exactly 
Y>hat. has happened. Let me quote the 
follovving i1gurcs to show the total dis­
miscals in the last three financial years:-

, I . i 
y ' Permanent i Temporary ' Other I Tot at 

ear. : I~mployees., Employees.! Cr-s~<1tio. ns. 1 ' ~. 
' I t i : . I 

---~- ~------ ----~-!--·----~-----~---

1926·27 I 183 75 1 558 ! 816 
1927-28 105 I 37 : 523 ' 665 

a ::ain.'t th~• t, the total <11 ,rnissa]s during 
{i;.nulcial :n :lr 192J-29 w...ts on1y 445. 

GoYL ;;~u:x:r :i\IDIBERS: Hear, hc·:tr' 

The SECRETARY FOR H.\IL\VAYS: 
In a largo department such as the r ·ilways, 
''ith bctY. een 18,000 and 2°,000 employees, 
i~1erc \\·iH :d"~:\'ays be a cerLdn nun1bcr or 
disr:1issals, bncause there is nut wvrk at a1l 
tinoes for ovcryborly. Of recent years the 
Haihvay DepartmPnt has lost a comiderablo 
amount of revenue through moto~ transport 
competition, with the result that w~ have 
many carriages and truckF for wh1ch wo 

Hon. Godft·ey Morgan .. J 
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canL;>t fmd work. If we had the "ork, we 
\vcmld put on 1nore men. 

Before. the rnotor tranf'port f ystern bccam_e 
a serious eornprtitor with the ·raih:av~ we 
V\-'oro nb1o to cn1ploy f.C'\'Pr<:!l thousall([ ;nore 
"\Vorkrr1en; but, unfort ·natcly that forrn of 
compct-ition--·which is v~ ~lrld:-vvido a.nd not 
peculiar to the State of Quc~nsland or to 
Australia-has 1nado thP 11osition verv djffi-
cult, No \\oulrl Le jrtstiJiccl in 
paymg for of three' nrcn to do 
tho v-ork could be eonlfortn.blY pei'-
forrnt d by h•,co n1cn. · 

Mr HANLOX: Is it a fact tlwt seven 
shuntGl·s 'l•rc booked off at llo1r>1 Strc:Pt thP 
ether anJ that, whc·n the nccideut 
ocC'urred, :·e \YGTC' onl.~· thrrc on dnt:·? 

:J:he SEl'HRT.1HY FOH RUL\YAYS: i 
underotand that there w. re onh two men 
su~pcudeil. · 

J\1r. fLIKLOK: Did the- accid~nt occur be­
cause men had been booked off? 

Thr, SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The accident ·was not due to any shortage 
of rncn. I can assure the hon. meruber thd~ 
th<ore will be a thorough and full inquiry into 
that ac<:ndent; and while l ,remain Secretar; 
for Railways I shall sec to it that a full 
and thomugh inquiry is made into all acci­
dents. In every case I shall vvant to knov 
who ic to blame. If it i~ found that a bridge 
collapses and that is due to white ants o:· 
to dry rot, and the inspcctor:3 arc not doinn 
tl1eir duty in no6fying the condition of thes'~ 
,tructures, tlwn I shall w;mt to know th<· 
r?ason why. If ins])Cctors und otlwr respon-
sible officers to blame. thc•v will have tu 
ancs'"'"Cl' ferr happens in {hat direction 
I int.c·nd · J pro·' 0c-t the 1iYc:: of the travelling 
I>ubh~· and the property of the. people. 1 
j'ro:•: r. Jw hon. mc<Inher for Ithaca that 
th~rc ~vdl he (1 Cf)lnplr't.c und thorough in­
quiry ;nto ~: n thc:::.e lnattPr;:;. Sine·,_' 1 1taYt' 
be-en Secrt:tary for Uail\\av,. tho llllnll:-·)l' of 

c•n1plo,J ce~ di:'pl'~t~ed. \Yi1 h i~ 57 in 
a~_,::rrcgat ·--a n1c·rc bagatt•llv. 

:;__i"r_ . ~-1,0HG·X ~VITH: Jlo·~- m':ll_V arc Oll 
E1hGrt t 

The SRC!:tEL\JlY l'OH 11._\ILWAYS, 
\V.~;~;~ :;·c ns,::;u~l('d_ contr~l of this oubl1:: 
ut1111 . .1. lllf'.dc 1t c!l':ll' to the Comn1i~sioner 
tl~at ~ IYtt:;:. :not dc:.;irous of plac1llg" a ntnnLer 
of ra_1hyu·v ~'_lnployct-;; on t1_H' ·(·rap-heap. I 

fL}Jy '1iYC to the S-.'riOl!F-110'' and thP 
of any Goyernn1ent placing rai~­

on the strap-heap after they 
to t\Ycni·v of 

serv1ee to tl10 dPvJartmellt · aft ,. 
sorv1n~~- a hmg- p0riod of t·iu1o in per-
forn1a.nce of certain "\York in ihe departmc-llt, 
thosD rnPn rf' not flttPc1 for other oc: -~-
f'1tioll. It i.3 rrlwl en the of vnY Go-
ver:nr::.·Pl:t, duriJ!g' a peri~d ~)f 
(le 1r;:-~ ,io'l to tur1.1 
rhes<3 r ffu dc·1rin 
tlwm of 1_-1, ir nH t1,-.; of li-.;c:li}JOod. {yh,tt 
l1avc tho Gon-:-rnrD.(mt dm1c• in thi::;; nutth•1·': 
\Vhm:o \Vt' }JaYe fJunr_l that we had utore tlHlll 
'1UffiCl0.!.tt ~+atio:1-n1as,;r,r.'-i to carry out chc 
\\ .Jrk of s::1tion-mastcl'.s, wt~ h;tve. pera1ittecl 
t~ern to dtop t·) a lov:cr grade and bcco:-:1e 
1llght officers; t-he nigbt in turn 
have bccor11e illH~ in ]argl~ 
centre ... t~~o . lun:c lx'C'n <1 skecl to po ·11 
thP \YOrk 1rorlnng f.\Yoj three, and four 
days a \V c aec 1wt -dismis.-;ing- tlH' .' 
men. 

[Hon. Godfrey JJorgan. 

The same conditions apply to the ·running 
stnff. \Vo are not dismissin~ cngine~drivcr·"· 
If ''\' . .' haYo 110t sufficient 1vork for eno·ine­
c!riYel·s, they arc allowed to becon.te ftrm~on; 
the firc1nen io bc('Ol11{~ c1cJncrs; r11d so on. 
\\ye <tre pooling the work, and we n-rc not 
di cmissiLg the men at alL J\Ty figurss indi· 
nt · that O'.cr a period of Ji'.'e years aLovr 
600 n1cn per nnnurn leave the dcpartrncnt In 
cons~'C]UCnce of deaths, ·rctire1nents, 

rtlld snch like. So that, if it 
that iher<' arc from 1.200 

n1orn crnployces in th,., raihva:v than 
are ncce~::-.ar:7 , the position can be remedied 
'vithout any detrimcnt.al effect to the service. 
By t!L.tt p~·occcs, within two .)'C.i · shall 
get the scrYico do,vn to norn1al. I \r. ant ~v 
'av dcfinitclv that not one additional 
<'ll;ploycc has" been engaged in tho Railway 
Department during the period I hai'B been 
Minister. It. would be wroug for me to 
employ new men and at the same time dis, 
pen se '' ith the servi-ces of pcrrna11Cnt em­
ployee.,. Certain tradesmen who were dis­
pensed with w0re given the opportunity of 
accepting employment as bridg<' carpenters 
ra thcr than be dismissed from the ~crvicc. 

The hem. member for BrisLane made some 
remarks in connection with the removal of 
lht> station-masters at \Yooloowin, Auchen­
Oo,rcr, and Taringa. 'That has been found 
ncces;;;ary bccnu:::c, frmn figures at our dis­
posal it is shown that tho re0eipts from 
passenger trnflic at \Vooloowin, Auchenflower, 
and Taringa han'. unfortunat<'ly. falkn by 
50 pcr cf'nt. 

l\!r. KtnW.\X: M,v word. the motor-'bus 
con1pctition and private cars havo been 
<·ntting into your traffic. 

The t:\ECRETARY FOR R.UL'NAYS: 
There is 110 doubt about that. \V c did not 
di~lni,~~ t hosl' station-masters: we simply 
tr,tn ~fe:rr-d tlh.'Hl because there ·was not suffi~ 
eient vrork for them to do at those stations. 
lr ~ J:' n1ore cconornical to c1nplo:" officer 
of rr lo1\·cr gTacle to do the work. was 
nr,t ('COllOnlie-a1 to CITI]11oy a statlo:n-ma.ster at, 
~<!Y, £6 10~. per week pcrfor1ning v1Tork ~hat 
al!other jndiYiJnn.l conld do and be '~1,7ell 
l:aicl for t £2 10~. Oi' £3 per "' {.:ck. 

The hon. n}en:bcr for I3alonne referred to 
tlJ,, r~ec<.. -slty for the construrtion of a rail-way 
l·o Sc. Georc e. Tltat is a railway that I have 
advocate-d. and whic-h I \\·onlc1 liku to s..--e 
cc·mtntctcd. Some clay it should be con­
~trncted. ll~ is rather strangn that the elcc­
tOl"Jtc of Ba 1onnc has for the last fourteen 
:·ea1·:;; at 1oast bren consistc11tly returning a 
n ptcscutr•ti-,·c o{ tl10 Labour Part.:,- to Parlia-

anrl. notwitltsianding that r11illions of 
\\l'C~ h~ing "pcnL on 1'_-'i.hvay~ in the 

::.]H'l1t 

".Jr. 
llrtt 

J ncl other district , no rnon>2v w:ts 
in 1lnt elct:tornte. ~ 

C\GTO)T : '\ o·n pronll~ed to build 
I ncv1 l' nutJc the prornise. 

SECHE1 \RY FOE H,ILWAYS: l 
that the railway should be built.j ~-"nd 

hoping that before long 've sl7 all have 
lllOliPY 1o eo:.;nnencP it~ eonsL·uction, 

::::-t. Uc-org-e railway ·. ill receive favour­
con:,iclc-ration VYh~n the li~t of. l1CVV rail· 

s is br>ing t-)n~itlcrcd by· the Go\ ernnHJnt. 
r :;;ked dw people of St. George to 

( a public n1ccting and ch•cidc '.vhich the·y 
prcfer-:--<t reillly good rorrc1 Ol' a raihyay. I 
ir<CYc m£on11cd them that they cannot have 
both. \~"hilc I am Secretary. for Ra.iiways 
and Transport, I do not illtend to eonstruct 
both. a good road an cl a r:t il· .·ay to any 
locuhty. I placr,cl a 'imilar proposition 
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before certain people in my own electorate 
who desire the railway from vVandoan con­
tinued on to Taroom. I have informed the 
pt'ople th<Lt it mu :t be OJ?-e or th~ otuer, and 
they h<tve to d,eCidc winch _particular form 
of commumcat10n they desire. 

[8.30 p.m.] 
The hon. member for Balonne also made 

reference to the fact that emergency passes 
had been withdra,·n. That action was taken 
because of the abuse of the privilege. On 
the most triYi l excuses railway employees 
could r-et an emergency pass, not only for 
themsci'vcs but for their wives and families. 
Up to the present no complaint has been 
meO•' becauc.' of its withdrawal; indeed, 
railwav cfficiah to whom I have spoken have 
said, " ~lr. l\Iorgan, you did quite right in 
doing away with the emergency pass." It 
was quite a, cornn1mJ thing on a race clay 
for e1nployecs to ask for c-1nergcncy passes, 
at the same time producing telegrams. gene­
rally inspired, to show that someone or other 
w;; .. ill. 

Mr. BR.ISSlXGTOX: I rcoferred to cases of 
sickn,_ s.s. 

The ~ECRETAHY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
Ca>e,; of tlwt dc,criplion will be dealt with 
on their merits. Only the other Clay I gave · 
pcrrni~--~ion for the ls~uc of a pa~s in respect 
o£ a star'on-Ina~tcr's wife who ;xas very ill. 
Similar acfon will be taken in CcEes of that 
dcwripl ivn : lmt each case will be treated 
on its nv:rils. 

c'llr. BR.IPSIXGTOX : I shall be satisfied if 
.. you do lhtt. 

The Sl•:CHETADY FOR R\ILWAYS: 
\\Tith re:'creilCe to tho inquir~? by the hon. 
m cm bcr for Balonne as to when the report 
of the C.:>mmi·e"on of I]](ptiry which recently 
investigated r:cil\rvay 1nattc•rs would be aYnil­
ablc, [ "ould point out that the byo gentle­
nH ,1 concerned ccrnp~etcd their intluiry o_nl u 

thre-e Y.l\rks ngo: and haYc scarcely had tunc 
to fmui-h me ''· ith a report, which I am 
hoping will 1•ot be a hurried and ill­
consiclcrccl ono. but one on which \Ve shall 
b,, "hie to work. There has been no delay 
in this matter, because, as the hon. member 
well knows. matters 0£ that description can­
no( be fixed up in a day. 

Mr. Bn\SSIXG'fON: I was merely seeking 
informat:on. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The Leader of the Opposition referred to 
thP co·.1tract s·.stcm. I think I haYe satisfied 
him that we ~]o not intend to introduce the 
contract systc1n in regard to maintenance 
t-vork on r,he pcrn1anent way. 

Mr. \Y. FoRGA:>r SMITH : Do you expect to 
~·et the incre1sod revenue budgeted for by 
th<:: Tree. surer? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL \V.\ YS: 
Yes. Of eo m. c. it will depend on the seasons 
to a great extent. 

~Ir. IV. FnnG.\:>r Si\!!TH: T think the Trea­
surPr has infl::ttC'd yonr cstin1ate of revenue. 

'I'hc SECRETARY FOR RAIL \V AYS: He 
may have done so; but \Ve rnust live in hope, 
m·cn if wr• cl:e in d,:spair. (Laughter.) 

The hon. member for Rorkharnpton 
referred to the expenses allo\vcd to "!ncn 
havdl!r')" a,:-flv from hon1e. T!H~sc Hro 
pnr0l.~ '' tnn'eiling avvay from home" n lio\V­
>wccs. v· h 'eh n m fixed by the Board of Trade 
and Arbitration. 

~\lr. DuxLOP: You can easily altcc· them, 
if vou dcsirC' \\:hen vour representative goes 
hdotc the B~ard of 'i'radc and Arbitration. 

Tlw SECH.ETARY FOR HAILW A YS: An 
enormous <.lnlount of n1oney is being ex~ 
penrle'l in th0'e allowances, ,,-hich is ~me of 
the reason•: whJ 1ve are endeavoun.ng to 
obviate the nccecsity of sending men out. 

:-\Ir. \Y. JTORG.\~ SMITH: Are .man\ men 
taking advantage of the offer of a' Year's 
lcay·o vcithont pay? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.I..YS: 
That only came into operation dm ing the 
pa· t week, but I am hoping that that mg­
g·cstion of mine will bring forth a number 
~f applicant.A. 

C\!r. W. FORGAX SMITH: \Yi!l :·ou give the 
si··~ n-:;.onths' long-service lease pJus another 
six rnonths? 

The SECRETARY FOR HAli.V• AYS: 
I\o. EYery raihvay entplo~roe get·c, tv. elve 
Iuonths' Jea vo of al:· ~nee. That ie to saJ ~ 
he c~n notify thn head of the dcpart.nont 
il1at. he roql1.irc-s twelYl~ nlonths' lcJJYe oF 
a,b.:;0nro, and that Ieayc is granted, :Lld any 
lolJo· Y'rYice have due to hin1 is a!lo·~ :>d at 
llwb C'nd of the twelve months if he rctircc 
hon1 th;; dcparbnent.. 1-In ·would h lw~:lv~; 
months to go into businc~-., or go on lanrl) 
if ho so desired; and, if at the of 
twt·lvo n1onths he is doing ~o \\ th:1.t 
dc)es not rlf·~irc to c01nc back jnto depart--
lltC'nt, he 11 _·Pd uot do :-:o; but) do _s 
come back into the dPpal·tnv·nt .:titc-r the 
(, r'lYe nwmhs, he \\"Ottld be put tho 
~<HHQ ~tatus as he occup-it'd whcH tho 
rle:Jortment. Ho would lose 
sh;1nc or forrn. That \V<1 rnv o''·· 
it \vas p1acr d \·.~ rnc bcfor~ !he 
~PntatiYr and th0y thought it 
f:.uggc;f',tion. A Q'rf'<Ji nun1bcr 
r:ni~pJo:vef'S- \Yf'rt~ afraid to lea\·e th.3 
ll'HJt, ho·,-o .-er, as tlwy did not know 
t h(~V won ld be :::tW<'fssful cutsid0, and t:-u:y 
d.id" not like to giYc up a permanent jnb n.r:(l 
take the ri•dc This is an op 10rtunity for 
men who desire either to etart m businc·-'·3 or 
to go on the land. 1t :1!so helps the der trt­
l"Jcrrt inasmuch as it aYoids the dismissal of 
other employee-,.. \VG arc dcing everything 
wo pos .. ibly can to a,·oid dismissing r~cr­
l1lHnPnt n1en. It would be a wTong th1ng 
b place on the unemployed " rap·h<·-tp" 
men who have had long years of service in 
the dL'partment. 

I also desire to deal with tho qncstion of 
appr0ntiee.o.. 

l\Ir. W. FoRGAN SmTII: Ts it a fad that 
nonn of the parents of the boys who s~t for 
examination have been notified as io \vhctter 
thrir b·."'vs pa~s-~d tbe cx~trnination or other­
wise? 'J.1he parent'3 ~houlJ have been advieed~ 

Tho SECRETARY FOH HAILWA.YS: 
I could not soy whethf'r that is a fact or not. 
.Altho:1gh 191 boys ha\8 pass_d their exanlipa­
tion, '"-~C' haY? not appointed any <.tp, 11'-~nt'Ce'> 
np to the prc::.cnt, f•Jr the rc 1 ~"Jn that lhn 
Co:nlniss]oJlOr sC'nt aJor-.:g a notillc~ttion tbat. 
if w ..... e1nnl· Ycd fifty Pew flPTJl"C' ticcs, \:e 
v miC! h:He "to get rid of ftfty m n; and 
ilu::"c nu_•n n1ay b · Inarrit~d. 

::\h. \\. Fona \N S1IITH: Tbo.t won't 
"wash." 

Th, SEC'Til~TARY FOR 
It \Yi:l '\va:;;;h.n The hoP, mcinb.·r 
W(' h::LYe (ir:-.t-.; ~rn, second-ye r, 
fe>urth·yerrr, and fifth-year ap"lr··nli .cc. 

Ilon. Godfrcy M r"['Oit.] 
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Mr. \V. FonGA~ So!ITJI: I claim that a 
number equal to those who han' Hnishecl 
their time ehould be pur on. 

The SECREL\RY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
It has not heen the practice in the Ipswich 
\Vorkshops, as is done in private shops, to 
dismiss bon ,,ftcr thcv have ser•ied their 
tirno as ul)prPntices. i'hc Raihvay l)C'part­
n~(•nt haR adoph•d the policy of keeping thr-;n 
boys on. If we adopted ••· similar policy 
to that f<,llo-..ved in private concl'•rns of a. 
E-:iJniJar df'st 'iption. at the end of fiyc yuar~~ 
we would o'lly keep on sufficient boys to do 
iho work offering~ and the others would have 
to find 'vork f'1sewhcrf·. Suppose there are 
iifty bo:vs at the present tin1o who haYe 
:-:crved thPir "fifth-ye:n' apprenticeship, am I 

·to sack those fifty and put on fifty oppren-
tJccs? Tlw hon. member knows perfectly 
well 1hat at the Jps"·ich workshops \YO haw 
rnore 111011 than \re require. 

Mr. W. FOHC"\X S~!ITH: I do not know 
that at all. 

Tho SECRlcTARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Then the hou. member ought to know it. 
'fhe hon. member was Deputy Premier in a 
Government that found it nocnsarv to close 
these works do\\ n at different periods. There 
was not sufficient work to keep all the men 
engaged full time, and they were put off for 
short periork Why did the previous Govern­
ment find it necescary to close these works 
down? Because there was HOt suffic1ent 
work to keep the men employed. 

l\1r, \V. FORGAN SliiiTH: They were ncycr 
closed down. 

The SECRKI'ARY .FOR RAIL"\\AYS: 
Thev were closed down time after time for 
short periods. That is to say, the men were 
asked to wurk &hort time. Out of 2,000 men 
employed in the workshops, at the present 
time about 600 are working short time. 

1Ir. \Y. FoRGAN SllliTH: Don't yon agree 
,,"ith the principle that the Railway Depart­
ment should train its quota of skilled 
artisans'? 

The SECRE'L\,.RY :FOR HAIL\YAYS: 
Y os; and we arc going to do it. \Vhcn the 
report cornc s hon.1 thn t\YO c:on1n1.iss ioncrs 
appointed to inquire into the railway work­
shops throughout the State, w0 n1ay find it 
uccc;;;sary to close dovv11 sorne of 1 he \vork­
shops altogether, and to cstabl"ish others. 
These m~n were appointed for that purpose. 
Although the preeont moment is not a good 
time for making tlw change, it would be ever 
so rnuch better to havo a ccrt.ain nurnber of 
men employed in our workshops full time for 
the whole hvelve months than to haYe them 
overstaffed as at prcscilt and liable at certain 
times of lhe year to have work for only three 
or four detys a week. It is not a good policy 
to overstaff any department 01~ business, and 
we should endeavour to prevent that state 
of things: The department is overstaffed, so 
that wh('n a slack time comes jt involves 
Jis1njssals, ,-~:hon sornc of tho men suffer very 
wYercly. I hope we shall h.J able to provide 
a scheme so as tu be able to keep the men 
in the Ipswich workshops and other work­
shops where it is advi<J.ble to have them 
employed for the wholo twelve months of the 
,·ear; but, where a workshop has been ostab-
1ished for political reasons, we aro not justi­
Jied in continning it. This matter \'\'as 

hrough1. up by a question asked by the hon. 
member for Hockhampton. The sum of 
£9,000 was spellt on the railway workshop 
in Roddwmpton for moulding purposes, and 

[Hon. Godfrey Mm·gan. 

only ono moulder and two labourer,; haYe 
beoi1 employed at that particular work. The 
thing is ri·diculous. How can lhe railways 
or any other concern pay undor conditions 
like that'! I hope that things like that will 
not occur while I am the Minister, at any 
rat0, and bnsines;; methocls \vill bo obser\'uJ. 

It has been etated that the railways should 
be taken away fron1 politic:ll co11trol, and \Ve 
arc going to cndea"your to do tlutt. 

Mr. \V" FouGAN SMI'III: Will you let, thos0 
bovs know w hctlwr thcv ha vc passed the 
exUn1inaiion or not? L 

Tlw S1cCRETARY FOR R\1LW.~Y:'\: 
\Ye aJ'P .,ndeaYouring to get a capable man 
to hold a thorough inquire- into the railwav 
systetn in this State, a;; p1·on1ised by our 
leader, and I hope to be able to inform 
hon. members in a few weeks that the com­
mission has been formed for that purpos0. 

I intend to brin;; a Bill before the Honse 
later on requiring those who arc benefited 
by the railwa.ys to give tho railway service 
the work to which it is entitled. We are 
o·oincr to prevent competition by heavy motor 
~ehi~les with the rail way;. IV e shall encour­
a.ge those which are run as feeders for the 

"railways; but we are going to endeavour to 
do away wirh the competition of those which 
run past railway stations. 

Mr. \Y. FoRGAN S>TITH: That is a fair 
thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Hon. members know that graziers get a 
special rate for the conveyan~c of starving 
otock and on fodder for starvmg stock; but 
some of these men use motor vehicles when 
they can do so instead of railways. They ""sk 
us to convey fodder at a special rate; yet, 
when the sheep are ready to shear, they use 
motor transport for conveyance of wool. vVe 
are going to cndcavDur to prevent these men 
from getting " refund. If the grazrers w1ll 
not give ns their \York on the ra1lymys, w0 

will not giYe them a rebate on frc1ghts. 
1\Ir. KTRWAN: You are entitled to theie 

bnsincss if you give theru t_his concession. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
\Ve aee going fnrther, and will endeavoue 
where we possihl:• can in connection w!th 
renewals and extensions of leases to prov1de 
that they must support the Queensland ncil· 
v. ays, and that they muet giv.J us their traffic, 
whethf'l' thev like it or not. \Ve are <;ntitled 
to adopt that means of assisting the eail­
ways, The State has spent the money; it 
has the railwavs; and the people of Queens­
land should enC1ca vour to assist to ma.ko them 
pa}. If thc.v do, we can redu<:>,, fares and 
freights. which I think aro exceptionally 
high. \Ve shall have to bring them down 
eventual!· ; but we cannot bring them dowel 
by entei·ing into cut-lhro:tt COll!Petition 
with motor transport. I am refernng now 
particularly to heavy vehicles. They pay 
comparati velv nothing to» ard, the upkeep 
of roads, and shire after shire is \vriting to 
the Main Roads Commission asking it to 
prevent these hcav.v 'chicles with 5 or 6 ton 
loads from passing- through from distant parts 
and cutting up their roads. They have a 
right to ask for protection, and it is up 
to the Gov'?rrHnont to give it to thonJ. \Vo 
all a.grce that the railwl.ys arc an asset of 
which we are justly proud; and the Govern­
ment desil'o. with the assistance of the 
employees, to give to the people that service 
to which th8y are entitled. 
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::,1r. \Y. FORGAK S:\HTH (Jlatka:"l: 
Dnring uty recPHt absPIJr.: in the Hockhautp 
ton and ::\ifarkay district;;, eel'tain parents of 
h)Y~ •;rho ~'at at the ln~t Qx:anlination for rail­
v.'3y upprPnticp,q intc•rviPW(•d j'fle and rom 
plainPrl, fir~t. of all. I hat no boy::; b·:'cl bth 11 

f'nga:1ed. Their chi{:f cornplaint;, howeYL'l', 
\Vas that tlv-'. had 110t llt?f'll notiiJ.._d a~ to 
\vhct1wr i LP Go :vs had pass(:r1 or not. J f thP 
dcpart'lll'tli rcfnf:Ps to ('utplo:v uc1.1itiow:d 
bo\·s thPl't' Ca1t be GO a pp;:- al fl'Olll that 
dc~~.:ion: f>L1i it. is obyions that a parcut 
vYov.ld Iikf' to l;::no\Y wlwth· r hi . .; lw:v h:1·: 
pa..s~~'d, \:-;a n1ai.h~r of faet, tho pa~s:jng of an 
exa1nination wirh a .f1ecC'ut prrcL'Ilt,J.ge Y\·m1ld 
obYioLnl,v be a rr:fcrnnce in a-n applic'ttion 
for othrt· ('Hlployn1.0I~t. ~1al 1.

1 
hou1d lik?. a~t 

n~:snranre th;tt th~~ !HJU:-b·;e 1SI1l be· Yd:t<.·lnC'lt. 

'J'he SLCHETAHY FOH H.\JLW.\YS: I will """ 
that thev ure notifJ,d. 

Item (General Establislnnent-Chicf Offic·e) 
<JgTeed to. 

IXTELI fGE~~CE .\XlJ TOL'Ri;,T lll'HK-\l·, 

Thu SECHET ARY FOH H \IL\Y \ ', :-: 
(Hon. Uodfrey l\lorgan, lluri//u) · l lwg w 
fllOYe-· 

"That £8.220 he gramecl fo;· · Jnt.,Jli. 
gcncc and T1ourist Bureau.' " 

Thf' Iute1ligenec and Tourl~t Bnrctul hn~ bf'E·n 
under thf' cont1 ol of iho Ha i \~ya~v D0pa rbnl'lH 
for thl' last two months. \V" are now 
reorganising t!Je 5pacc at. tht' Oeorg-c-street 
office·'· alltl the Toul·ist nnrean "ill bP lolatPd 
t.here. Tourisis who camp to Queensland will 
be aL!e to go to that office, alld, with 1ht· 
increa;o;cd acconunodatioll, they will be \\·ell 
provided for. They will not have to go from 
one building: io another, a~ in thf' pa-::;t. 

1\'Ir. KTRWA',': Yon an• Iran .fen·ing thL• 
booki11g offH'e, too, and put1 ing- tht•n1 all 
together? 

Th0 SECHEL\HY H)]{ HAJI.W.\ Y:-l: 
YeA, f\O tlw.t pl'Ople vill be aLle to gl't tht•ir 
slct>ping-l)(lrt.hs aud hook fol' all tho lon:.!.­
di~:<tancP tr_,tirJ;:;. at tlw O':(' p!nu·. TntJr~ ro 
T;_~nllmurinc }1cnunni11 aud ot h, r hl'<tll! y ~po1-.. 
will ah<J be arrang·L'd at th t u:ntl't·. Pt'Jlllt_' 
who to go north \rjll be alJlc· tu tll'l'.lllg,· 

foi' i·t.l>L'3hrnr'ldcl 0n tlw \Yil\, and -
!llotor trip::: thai l!'lay be po~:-:ihlc cl;u-ing 
iournf•v. It renllv nu:nns that I, n" ~.\:liuish:rial 
1H:ad, 'will Lavc~ -ab:"-olutc < on1Tol of tonri:-:t;,:. 
:\Iy cl'.'l)~·ntnl01!t wlll pl'O\·idc· r:·ilway acconJ­
ntodation and fttcilltic_, for ro\ld trall:'-Dorta­
tion. I ~hall bn blt:· to d-ircd 1lH' tOnrlq 
lo th. lH'auty :--pot:S tbat the_,· sLonld -i ... it. 
nnJ I ~11a H 1>c rc•·pon~ihJP for providing 
thc111 \\ ith the nece-.;qry rcfn'!'hrnen1 s en 
route. I thir1k tltf' pro.lJOSr·d ~.cllcrn0 i~ 
··;ood O!ll'. It ·i:-) lHOpf;·.pd to gi\·e up th\· 
roonl:'i nt prc..:.eqt occup!c\d lJ .. the hurC':tn 1n 
S.vdne,.,, \;ith a Yicv. to taking np a llP\\' 

po:::ltion i11 f'hal!js 1 lou:::f'. ..An agreem,:-nt 
1tas bc'n f~11terc•<l into enabling· the difft-:rer:t 

'ttf'~~ to ho.Ye accounnodat1ou in otl1e_· SL~t0>. 
D-S QuePnsl:Incl \'\'ill hnYe accorrlnJodation 

in ClJalli, Hone<', .'o "ill '\c\\· South vVal. 
ha\·e ac•nnnnodatioJJ in our b~tiiding ill 
QmoPns]nnd. Tho samo nppliP' to Yictoria. 
LLtl~r OJJ. when our land policy i~ properl:.­
dc ... ,·~)lopcd. \YC intt111d to haY0 a repre-:cH!ntiY( 
in >:\""~ctor1a, bccauc;:.c \Ye ar(' of the opinio11 th,lt 
our land polif')', ' hen p1aced 1·eforc th0 
])1-_'cple jn tlwt S~.ltf'. \\·il} f'rJCOUl'ilgf' a nurnhet· 
of \.,.ictorians to come to QuC'C'l"31nnc1. \Ye: 
.hall haYP- a l'('lll'CSf'lltatiYe in t.he ivlelbolU'lH· 
Touri:->t. Burer~u a::; \"tell n." in fhc Svdnev 
Touri::;L Bureau. That will be of ndvantag~~ 
l!! l'Yer_v \'. ~ty, bocau:-c our reprc-.:;entatiYL, 

iu \'icturia li!Hl iu :\'ew South \Yah•;, will be 
in touc·h 'Yith tourists from all parts of the 
\\or! d. Tourists who visit Sydnev will be 
able to Yisit Cha1lis House a,;-d tl1cre make 
nll t!It' HPC'C''>.<;;' -"''.? incp1irit..; ancl arrangPn1cnts 
\Yith a YiPW to cornillg to Queensland to sec 
our --c~·ni an·l bc"~ut y s.pot I feel sure 
that th~ aJ'i'a ugom<'!lt ''ill b-. hcue!Jcinl from 
ull poi1JT; nf Yielv. 

~.it'. \\". FOlWA:'\ S1HTH (JiackaJJ): I 
tl\) 11ut ri .... t· to nwkc• anv obJection to the 
I'l'O!'g"U!Ji··atiuH of tJw T;Jurj~f. Burca,u. I 
1 hJill~ i1 is qnite n. good idcu to bring it 
\."!tlnu ll1P con1rol of thn HaihYay Depart~ 
uwnt-a dc,partni~nt which is naturallv inter­
C''·tPd in tonl'i )t trafli 1..: a.nJ. t.rade, botfl inter­
't te <:ncl inna,tatP. Comeqnentl,v, we should 
gi\'t' Jnorc• attention to the development of 
thi," actirit\· thna lw." been the ease in thO 
past. There ig no Jonbt that it will be worth 
•,' hi!<• for C~ueemland to c]pycJop this branch 
of ~H.:tiyity oyer a period of years to a. much 
gTeater c,xtellt than ha,~ hitherto been 
a itcn1l1tf'cL A frw d.'"~ ys ago I asked the 
::\11nisrcr a CJU(!F<tion relating to this n1atter, 
which no donbt he will remcmb<'r. I asked 
t hr:.t quc--tion a~ <:1 J'P"·tdt of a letter received 
fron1 the ~lackav C'hamber of Comn1orce. 
The dutmbers of commerc,•, particularly in 
'\erth Qncenslalld, have discussed this matter·, 
and I recPivPd a resolution which I forwarded 
to the 2\Iinister--pcrlwps to tln• Premie1· .in 
he ru·.t pl[t('(', 

The SECRET\P.Y FOR HAlLWAY~: I received 
it. 

:llr. \\'. FOHt: A:\' S.'.liTll : I ,honld like 
a full r~ply to that ]Ptter for the rea~on that 
tlw peuple in Sorth Qu~cnsland have a 
ferliug, for :-.or:1e rL~ason or other~I do not 
k~lO\v \Yhv---tLat it is intended to restrict tho 
~JJP!'atim-;.s purticubrly of the Sj clney 
l~areau. 

1 
Fo~· .;;;;OJTH· tirnP, pB:-;r t~1c Sydney 

1H!I.·t:au 1W, Ul'•'il IllCH'L' 111<111 a clPpartmenl: 
<:lftl'tH.liHg- t(J the J'l.._!uiremcub of tourists. 
.in coantlc.~, diti(·rcnt wavs thl~ di1·cctor in 
:-:, dnev, :',11- Salh·. has ,)ded as a kind of 
(ltw 11':s!and ~'ep,·e~Cl1tativc in re~ard to trade 
; nd {:OrtlDWl'l:e. In <·onJwction with 1H: \.YS-

propaganda ugahbt. thC' sun·ar 111-

wicldcd a douglrt.y pen 
1n . of th Queensland sugar 

I luHr,,- as St'<'fPtnry for _1--\gr~­
lll tonn~__.,ction with :lctiviti.;s 

fru.i1 s pl<1cccl on t!H' Southern 
n·ndurcd a ,-t·r·: valuable :"Crvlce 

ou oL t1H· C()UJrni-r:-u.'c: of Dirc,·tion and. 
fruitgro···u· i11 rhis Stutt•. On several occ·t­
:-,ions I pl"JYidt•d a f.LUll of rnouey to a.ssist 
-:-he ,-arions fr.lirg-ro"\Ycrs. \Yith a Yiew to 
~·xtouding tlJcir rnUrkcr:::. On cn0 pHrticuJar 
O( ,:-a·.i.(Jll I p!'o\·iduJ a f'Uln of n1oney for tlw 
purpOSi' of adn:.>rU:'ing custard ::tpph·~ and 
papaw:--; ttJHt I sought the a..::.~ist~Ul('(-' of the 
dirf'('tOl' of tlw burl'au iu Svdn0v with et 

YioN to getting people i1i tfw South 
acquainted with the Yalue of thar frnit aud 
\.'id1 a Yiew to opening up widf'T ·<de~. The 
dir{;ctor of the" Lnr0an at that tirnc rendered 
a -.-.--r)- ntluo.blt> ::.'rYicP, and it is the recogni­
tion of tlwt and hi~ df'felH'•' of th0 f'Ugar 
industrv and othPr n1nttc·rs affec-iino· QuoC'ns­
lanJ il)tf'J'<.''-::1~ tlut l1as giYl'·n rise" to son1t~ 
l!llr'asincs; tho '\"orth l'cgarding thA future 
nf'l·iyiti'- the· 1ltll'Cau iu S~dnc,,·. 

trJr :;;mw' 1·c1· DI! or othcJ. th0 intprcs"iou 
lws gon._ r. tH·oad thut H ,·;!::;. iut(~nded to 
t·unnil the' nctiYit~c" of tlw SYdn"v office~ 
und Jin1it it l!lcre1_v to the ls3ui1~g of tickPts 
fer railway ;:,kcpeJ·s to Brisbane ancl other 
parts of QuPcnsland. I tlo not know whethpr· 
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the explanation of the ,\linistor will set at 
n ,t frw,;e fears, but I hope that he will 
tontinuc to develop that bureau so that it 
will be a centre of activity and propaganda 
i•1 the interest~ of Quecmla.nd generally. It 
is quite a good schen1o to appoint a repre· 
sontativc in l\Ielbourne. I remember on one 
OlX .~.sion recon1n1euding such an appointrr1ent 
t0 the l\linister in ch;Lrgo of the vote. I said 
then that it ,,-oulcl be of ad'. antagc to this 
State to .haYc a representative in ~dolbcluno 
who would prctect this State's intcrc_~ts and 
bo al-,le to deal with questions which rtrise 
from time to time. If ho wa6 unttble to deal 
personally with them, he could refer ther'l 
to his mini,tcrial head. We hav<l had the 
example oi propag.1nda in the South against 
Qucemland bana11:·,g and chilled meat. There 
appeared to be f'GH1C grouHc1 for f''":..rnpl:1.i1~t 
regarding tbe percentage of nr~ [,-quaht-:7 fruit 
iu the banana consignments, but upon investi­
gation ]t ·-vas found that, wh.le there was 
'omc objection to a poreontage of the con­
sigunLent, nothing was said of the 80 ~er 
< C:lt. of YCl'Y high-qualitv fruit which it 
inciuded, aud which \Yas. rt credit to those 
who packccl and dcspatch-_d it_ 

Then we had the foolish propagandrt 
agai1"t Quccmland chilled meat-an ont­
ragcouR prnpcsal. nnd, if not against tho 
letter of the Constitmion, at least gainst the 
sririt of fc.!crc.tion. It wn;::; .~n out._agt>ous 
propo~it.ou to dernand that QuP·:nslal d 
cbiilcd meat should lw brrtndcd as EllPOitcd. 
The -whole basi:3 of f ,d~·ration is that .:\us­
tl.Jia shall b~~ a r.atioJl, <-~Yld that tht:re sh dl 
be frt.'C trar1e between thJ States. The who:o 
propos:tlon \VHS absanl; and, as I pointed 
O'·lt, our State could rLtaL 1ie ia a. u1o t 
damaging way. For i1l~.tance, \'ictorian 
Ehoes euultl be branded on the to -,1 

'' lmpcrted." How \\ou!d they like that'! 
Such a poUcy would g·nre ris~ to all t:oo, ts 
of difficulties hetwecr1 the State<. I loJk 
fc>r ,:arrl to the time-and it is bound to 
eventuate .,,vhcn c:o3er sctilcn1Hlt dcYelors­
wit.hin the next tell or twent,· '.ear:: when 
Qucen,Jand will probably be ~~q\piying t!-,e 
whole of \ustralia, or at heast the ea,tern 
portion of Australia. with meat. Most of 
ihe meat sold in l\iclbourne to day, and c ven 
in Brisbane" is chilled. From a h?gienic 
point of view it is much better t.l1an freshly 
killed meat. The reason for +,his action was 
political. I mention these things to indicate 
the desirability of having in the Southern 
cities repr<c·-e11tatives whose work sho:1ld be 
of a wider character than the mere issuing 
cf railway tickets. They should be hi£hly 
intetlig-cmt men. well vcrs:cd in Qac<>mland 
condit.o _ e, and be capable of acting as 
representatives of Queensland. 

Mr. DU:-.JLOP (Rorkhrzmplon): I ri'c to 
t •ke exception to the treatment of Ce~tral 
Queensland in thG matter of tonricts. While 
I was occupying the posit;on cf :Y1ayor of 
Rockhampton. to~1rists arrived there at 
a-quarter to 4 CJ'clock in the afternoon and 
contin1H'd their jonrnc:y next mornin[. \Vh ·le 
I c)rgrntu18tc thc!'ie in autlL.rlt.v on tho 
parr1ph~ct i."oued for the gnidance of tou;·i'3ts, 
I C-1.nw.:t con{?;i'atu 1 ntc tho:.,e who have to do 
yvifh the• a rrangc ~n c~n t of tllC t.•-u ri- t nro­
gra'11fnc. bc•r8n:-'·~ th0 tin10 allottf'fl for thP'11 
in the CPntral cl'strict is d -,"rfNI by the 
period of their stay in other d:stricts. 

\t 9 p.m .. 

]\rr, ]\ AXVVELL (Too?roll{J), onP of t1J~ panel 
o~ TcP-lf''"lJ"1 r,y Chairrnen, rcli0·Iccl 1\ir. Fry 
in the rh:1ir. 

[J1r. Sm;"th_ 

l\lr. DLT0.'LOP : These tourists spend no 
tiinf3 \Vhatr·yer in the Central dh-i~ion, in 
wLich Hwro are rn<Jny jmportant and intPrest­
ing places to which time should be :t!lottcd 
cornmensuratc with that giyen to other 
places. I trust the :\Iinister will see to it 
that the Cornn1i~sion:-:>r for Rui.vvays, when 
h·:=- arran·_res these t.ouri.:-.:t trips, \vill ren1nn1ber 
the l"d that Rockhampton is not. 
'; ,, hi~t1ing" ~t,1tion, but that thore an~ many 
place.; in that, part of the State of interPst 
to touri;;h. The \Vr 'tern countr:; t the 
Gack of Hockhampton would undoubtedly be 
of interest to cattlcmc" parl·'cularly_ In 

rr;1 n~ing thcs~ tour.;, reg-ard should be had 
t.J the wishes of the tour:sts_ some of whom 
111'1 v desire to visit tho \Vestcrn country, 
1vh;Jst others ;fish to continue their 1ourncy 
to !he :'\orth. At- anv rate, that seem's to me 
lo be a much bcti.' 'r way of advertising­
(~uecnshnd as a wl:ok. I commend J,be 
111attcr to the Con1'nif.sioncr. 1vhom I con­
gratulc t-· on ,. hat has already bePn don<l 
to fo:::t·~r the touri.::t traffic. 

At 9.1 11.m., 

The CtL\Il''.!A:i resumed the chair. 

}Jr. I\:fR\'L\N (!Jrisbonr): I am p 1c:ased to 
bear i!H Minister say th~t he is modeaYonring 
tt) ft·:llnllatc the touri."Jt traiti:~ in Quc'ensland, 
l~r:fortunat Jv, we ilt Austn1lia clo not paj 
S 1_,_fF'cier:.t att~~nt;on to our o\vn pos5ibilitlcs 

sccn:.c attractiors. South0rn visitor·) 
hrt'tl ar..1t 7Pd at th2 \vonrlPrful SC'nnic 

s in '\ mth Quccn,lancl. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOuR AND bDUSTR'< : 
The ~\aLio11al J)ark is the best of tho lot. 

Kl R\\' AN: Y<'s; evon within easy 
of Brl\ ban0 there arc nl~l,.l'JY bcaut ful 

srotJ that~ v.ou1d _interc~st tot~l·;st ',1 as, for 
C:'. f;_un1-ounnc ::\!olu.ta~n. 1_11e hon, 
1: for Fort:tndc VallPy n1ay en:m sug-
l;•. claims of Cribb Ts.and should 
be eo . (L;•ughter.) The Min'stPr's 
exphn en of the new arr·tngemcl!t whereby 
th:. fnnct'o"" o 1' the Tour;st Bureau and the 
C· ntral Looking offic0 I\ jll be exercised 
fr JTI Ccorge >ctrcct, is welcome, b~ cause 
tlw ne',. s. te will pro,·e of great convenience· 
b·- re ,on of its contra I situation; and all 
lour.st arrang-ements can be catered for 
there. 

I '·o •:t to join with the Leader of the 
(;pposcfon in paying a tribute of pm se to 
~;'!r_ l'\al!y, the g·c,,t~cman in charge of the 
Svdr:e·c o',ice. He is what vou mic;ht call 
a· r tl " liYe-wirc." and I do" not think that 
he' mi'Sc an;· opportun't.y of putt:ng G;uecns­
land on tLc mop. VYo have not'ccd the great 
atunt"on he pays to n0'Y arrivals, parti<'U­
b r:y the young lads who come out under 
,·ur o, .. s church f:chcrnc3. lie rr~ePts these 
pc·opl in s_ dncy, has a chat woth them, al'!d 
gi 1 s t:1rn1 .Jonw i0ea of tho new country 1n 

; hi :h they r.op·c to malcc thc:r homes. He 
. l!'o t -drcn full adYantag-o c f every op ror­

to inl}Jl'C'SS Upon t}c rJCOl)ll: Of :\"f'W 
\'"',~ale:-. the l:cncfit to be denvr·d from 

eso of ('uc ~El •!ld fruit. .\lto;ct.hc" 
;:r. :.~" ;f' n pJc.Pcl"d offirf'r. ar d is do·:r~go 
( \( ,ll, nt \vcr1:: 1n the pnb'ic't.,· Fnc. Of 
:·rmr·-(', h·n<r.g- lccn n-;::ocint~>d w"th the_ r~~o~c; 
fo,· n uum;-Jr~r of bn h ·s a d st1nct 
o~h"nnt. nq r nth0r r . .._ ho arc unflble· 

Lt) n-e v·c.:ndcrfu1 Ych"cle of pub:icity-. 

I 'von\i a1:<o po:nt o·- ~. U'at f1dl advitntl'~C 
i:---: rot 1 1l<:(:n o" P\-01'-,' opportu 'lt:v fer tho 
di 4rilnli ion of lit -rn.tnrc. 1 trust, n0w that 
tho Sccr,~tary for Ila1lway:; has ta]-:-cn c:rer 



Supply. [9 OCTOB~R.] Supply. 833 

this bureau, he will see that literature adver­
tisino- quoensland is distributed on all mail 
trair;;,, and particularly on the Northern mail 
i rain. I do not know whe1hcr full advantage 
is bkcn of tlie opportunity of distributing 
litcrahu·o on interstate boats. and particu­
larlv ou tho-c boats which e lter for tourist 
tr;p~ to Xorth Queensland in th<· winter time. 
These are matt0rs to which the Minister 
might give attention. He should ask some 
officer to see that this literature is distri­
buted in the way I ban' suggested, so that 
people travelling in Queensland will have an 
opportunitv of learning- something about this 
wonderful State. If these opportunities are 
fully availed of by an officer of a s;milar 
type to Mr. N.,lly, the department will have 
no reason to complain of the reorganisation 
brought abcut in connection with the Tourist 
Bure:~u, as no doubt he will find that a 
considerably increased tourist. traffic has 
resulted. He should be able to attract to 
this State-particularly to the Northern por­
tion of the State during the winter mol!ths 
-that large section of P''ople who are onl1 
tco pleased to lean' Victoria, and New South 
vVales and get to Nrn·th Queensland, where 
they can spend a rnost plc~ar"lant vucat'!on. I 
am sure that tlw jUini;t<;r will take notice 
of the sug,..,-.tions mode, which are offered 
in the spi1·it of helpfulne·"s, and with the 
idra of attracting to Queensland a larger 
share of the touri;t traffic. 

:\Ir. WARRE:\f (lf,,r,wnba.): Unlike the 
hon. mcmbcl' for Hockliampton, I do not 
e"'\ylf'et SO;;JO of n1y tonrist:"> to ''go \Vest." 
(Luug-hter.) 

~lr. Du~LOP: Iu g-ood 8('RSon8 a cattlen1.an 
cuu!d net go to a better place. 

c.Ir. \"L\RHK'-1: That only makes it worse. 
(L-Juc~·}ter.) rfho lnovernent to bring the 
Tourist B·._ucau up to date is a qood one. 
\Ye mu t a!l dcplo,·e the s:r,"pinc·ss of that 
bmeau in the past. It ha< 1 ot done its 
wo1·k so far as QueCJdand is concerned. 
I :1 m sure that the ~I)nistcr, after his -week­
end trip over the Blackall Ran;re, must be 
se-ized w·th the import nee of that wonderful 
dictr"ct, :·et very few kno11 ,mything about it. 

ThG whole of t.hat district has escaped 
<Jtte t;on. Last :·car I tr:ok n very strong 
stftrd O'l this matter. 'l'he Tourist Dcr art­
nwnt arrangc·d £-~r a run up to 13uderim, 
and I went with the Minister on this week­
end tour. I know that part cf the country 
very ''ell. The excla<nations of appreeiatio:> 
by different members of the party convin-::ed 
mo that tom·i,ts who visit Qnoensland a d ;;o 
rrund that d"strid wou:d be delighted w"th 
tl"-' srN.er:;. The rou' d trip thro·1gh "\1ale,·y, 
Jl5ontvil'e, and Maplctcn down to 1\"a'ld':our, 
1Y1aroonh .. do re, and the l\Iaroochy Hi-v.:r is a 
rouclcrful expc,ri• nee. Some of the finr st 
gli::Ipscs of th0 sea can be obtained cJn that 
trip. I lnv" iravel1ed practically h '11 t: o 
pl·· nsurP rc;;;orts in Au~tralia, und I do net 
know \', h rC' anyo:}e can put a day in rno.re 
plra.'al tly H•an in t'·at :oc'!l"t·. It 1"'8nll 
t ·ko day. to do the Blackall Range and the 
,.,·atrr"pg·~lJitL{"('S a]or rr tho COd 1 -i11 L1at 
vici•:ity. 'V[aroochydurc is one of the finest 
w~r!JTIL~-pl~lc:·s to be f uncl any\vh,;r(•; anrl 
vru r·ot a·: I-:: 2'c:t th8 river but th-: re j., a 
glcri0us b:-aCit.·-· 1Thero are glorious Leaches 
jn othrr rts o~ the St 1 te, includircg two 

· nco1' mnion. but thev .ere rot a hit 
bit r ·n nw'bcochc•s at M;tr~ochydoro and 
n;.. 1~1.-_bJnrjug p1aces. 

Mr. Cr. 1 YTON : Have you ever been to 
Pia!ll<t? (Ltwghtcr.) 

1929-3 F 

:vir. \VARREN: Yes, I have been to 
Pialba. The beach at Caloundra is one of 
tbe best beaches in the wor:d. Caloundra is 
one of the finest. seaside resorts in the world, 
and it is cnl:; held back by difficulty of 
acees~. \~Theu better facilities for corn­
Jnunication arc established. we hopo to seo 
a great many visitors there. It is a crime 
that people aro not able to get to this won­
derful pleasurE' resort withOLtt difficulty. 
'l'hen take Brihio I'asca&(e. Only those who 
have gone through Bribie Passage can 
realise its be"utv. I have been through the 
sounds in New Zcalan<l, but I do not know 
one place them which compar<·'! with the 
scenery in Bribie Passage. People are 
astounded "hen they take that. trip. It is 
bad business on our 'part to lose the mill~ons 
o{ pounds w hi eh we &honld get from to_ur1sts. 
\V e ha vt> a country second to none m the 
world. \Vith our glorious winter climate, 
we, should have people coming hen> who 
want a milder climate than Victoria, South 
Australia, or Ta.smania can give them. Not 
ody Hhould we advertise our State and bring 
m1ormous numbers of people here to become 
permanent residents, but we could have 
millioiis of pounds brought to the State by 
tourist n1oney, which we are now losing. 
The averag2 Quecns:ander is quite ready to 
say what wonderful things there are in the 
South; but I do not kn.ow where you can 
find those wonderful things. People talk 
about the Blue Mcuntain-•, but they are -..;ery 
Hluch exaggerated. arjd there is nothin~ vcr~ 
wonderful about them with the exceptwn or 
the J enolan Caves. In my opinion, out' 
range at Toowc:omba is much prettier than 
the Blue llfmmt·. iu:-. vVe do not advertisa 
om· State suHiciently. 

Quccnslar,1d is the worst Shte in Australi> 
for advcriising its own territory. You go to 
·victoria and ~, ~u see piaca,rds everywhere, 
t ou go into the hotek and you find advcr­
t;sen,c·nt.; of the broant:ful seaside and other 
resort-::. There is sornc rood stuff there-£ 
do not mean to sav it i~- all bogus or fake 
-(lam;htcr)-hut they have Pothing bettor 
than we have. If they had the Ble"cka.ll Hange 
or sc~no of our 1\ort.hern range3 in Victoria, 
vou wcu:d not b' abJ.e to "alk the strer>ce 
for lit raturc. We ought to he ashamed 
that we do not do mr·re to advert''" our 
State. I hope the M'nister will infuse some 
of tho ener'<V of the Railway Department 
into the Tcurist Bureau, and see thr..t. insi'ad 
o£ getting too much " dope" we have real ~ive 
n·cn there, eml that they do s•}mething for 
our oc•.n State. On the ::\forth Coast we have 
OCaut'fuJ U:I-to-date hot~!,· with eJectr;c light 
<tnd cv·"'rv Other conven;enr'C': yet v·;sitor;; to 
them are few in nnmb21', wh ·reas they should 
b~ fnll Ul}. 1- t Cakundra ,,_,, met a man 
"ho h" d been {i(chting· a gaimt bad roads fo,· 
fo-riv y0ar:-. Anvono who knows wh'lt thosn 
r·-,nd" ·,re Jiko wh1:~n tr'l\'r~lling over th01.a 
in a '", 7011 in v.-f't weather. \Yi'I know \vhat 
he went through in the early days. He said 
th"t l10 had [i''('ll his Efc)s v,-ork to makJnb{ 
c~:doundra a su~ and he h:Js rot very 
little oPt of it. theo Min"ster will 
l"(><~lis<' thc•e prDY!do decent roaci 

:;'' \v.·t·-=-ring plac0s. no!: 
for t~Je sako of the ,r:!Lring plaC'rs thenl­
s lvc or .~.r.:.r:n snch a~3 the mr·1 I h~1ve ju:!t 
rneL1:onrd, b--t for Qut_cnsL·.r~d, lo8king at it 
frow the \ ·icll·t nsn~ et o; the StFd,c. \Alo 
,..hou-lci do L \' P , .tn t() aUr1ct tho.;e 
who <11''-~ ~Ltcr _si !d U'I<.' •rlcr,:ous sr·ener .'· 
I ~L:u sure thau throe~hol{t our trip tln 

Jlr. Warren.] 
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MinistC'r "was seized vdth tho in1portancc 'J( 
thi' .,-onderful district. l'\ot only is it fertile• 
and \''Ondorfully productive, but it is a dis­
trict in v.ld'"'h ono can sE>~ Yif5tas of beauh· 
-right throughout. 

Mr. KlRWAX: \Yhat about. :Budcrim' 

}.lr. \YARHEJ'\ Ye~. I missed one of tlH' 
most important ; but we only went up 
one side and the: other, so that the 
part:r did not sec ih(• v c'r} b' t of it. Tho 
fact is thal in Qt ·nsland '·'' have the rno,t 
glori.:n1s oppor~unltlcs. and all -we need are 
energ~··- ~l_.nd 1'\0Hl.f' colntnon:..;·,tu;e io guide out· 
tourists in the right diref'tion. 

Mr. BARK'R : You h: vo forc~otten the 
:\:araugba Rai1.:ay St.1tion garden. 

Mr. \'\'ARREJ'\: I have not forr-otte> that. 
The hon. rnerube:· tor Bandabcrg was good 
enough to draw my nttention to the matter, 
and I want to give credit to thc'··-o ]JCop]e. 
Poop],_ art' missing ono of the best treats that 
oi -2 could iina~ine in not seeing this wonder­
ful garden. It ic, rcilly wonderful, n.nd tlw 
rnan deserves the great"?st crpdit. ~ot onl;-; 
does he c,orry out his railw1ty duties, but he 
devotes C~ll his available time to that verv 
fme effort. I hav-e ·not seen a better railway 
gar·den anywhere, nor have I soon vPry many 
better gardens, and I hope he will got the 
prize for i.he best-kept garden, which I hasP 
no doubt he will. I hope th0 Ministf'r will 
-continue his good work. I 0ongratulate hilJl 
on his efforts, and hope that before another 
year has passed a tourist trip will be 
arranged for the North Coast so that the 
visitors to this State- will have an oppor­
tunity of seeing thio glorious country. 

Mr. HANLO?\ (ltlwc'<i: I ag-ree with 
previous spe.1kers r.•garding the new polic~­
in connection with the nroposa1 to transfer 
the Touri,t Bureau to ihe Railway Dopart­
mcmt. Tlut ;;cems the ,,,_,nsibk and logical 
thiug to do. 1 havC' bP:-t1 struck ahvays ·with 
the fact that one of th,, n,ost valua.ble busi­
ness sites o[ the city should be occupied by 
1 he unpretentious L 1 rn in which the Raih\ ay 
Commissiot,c·r h _;; hi office•. I hope that. 
\Vhcn it i;:; altered and has a ue"'.\,_ frontage. 
full uso will bn lntule of it. 13r1::!banc 1s 110\Y 

growing in~o a big ei'~y~ ~,nd ;~ra('ti(J.11y all 
das.st_s of pcople httYC' nnnwd 11ol1da· ~: and 
there is vleut.' o£ roorn t ) i ncn':bP t.hn 
revenue of the· dl'porhn:::ni Pl1('0Urao·u1o· 
the P' oplC' to n1akn full us.~ tl~( ii· n,n~tu;{\ 
holiday, ,., lwther it be a er or a forl-
~~;ht. I sugg-r~: tl1~.t tho Touris Bureau 

;'-:honld aJvcrt.1 . .:.e holiday re•c1·t ,,, and plac(• 
their proposal~ {'11 n l1•0rlf'}' basi:-:. For 
instanu\ i-.~:::;tcad of gnrilig peop1P an 
vnlimit-<'d r-hoicc of plcecPs tc visit, th0 
bure~'"- should b· in a r•osition to inform thr. 
prospc':'tivf' holida.;"-nHt kcr ·, hD'. plncet-1 are 
avail · ble when he "'" lks into thP office allCl 
sa>.·s that hP has a fortnight's holiday and 
£~0 to sprnd, nnd inquirf's v:·herr- he can go. 
what ae-conunodation 1s n \ ailabh'. th0 co:-d. 
and so on. TbP ho1idaY-m8kcf shou1d bo jn 
a position to 'va1k iutO the Touri~t Bureau 

nd say th~tt he has £20 to spend ovPr a fort-­
night, and the burean sliould be ablo to toll 
l1lrn that he crrn go to ::.:.uch and 6uch a pl;:,~_cc. 
that the ra1hY'1Y ac.:ornn1oda.tion is so tnuch. 
the hotel ac~ornlnoclation i~ so m_uch, a,nd thn 
hmount of nwr;<~y cccp1irPd will not r~xceed a 
('('rtain un1ount. BJ· C'nlnrq-ing on a systen1 
liluo that tlwr,• is f!Uito :t , oou scope fo,· 
~ncrcasing our raihvny tra.ffic. I have perused 
quite a lot of tourist lit~raturo, and find it 
very indefinite. Quite u number of people 

[Mr. Warren. 

do not go on these ,hart holidays t.hat could 
bP arranged, bccau ~ tlH'Y do not know of 
nu:u1y place-s tu vdtich lhey eould go: they 
do not know anythin.;,· uLout HH~ hotel af'coru 
r11odation, or the cost . ..:..nd ih~ll do not kilOW 
anything· about ii buar\l_ing-hou;;eF t>L" pri~ 
varc hou·-·l", that, ate tct. Thoy ;·o to thu 
san1e old sc:-t:;;ide _,--. a.::·: T v,_·lr-
to Sa11Uguh?. \V.: nnum .. or Isiund-ol;t 
of vv·hich the Haihvay Depr.trtrnoJt g ., noth­
ing. I <.111'1 quite f:rtti:ifted that

1 
by a good 

L'._.;stun of arln·~rti1-'i~g- on ihosD lin· ·., Hri;;;barw 
peoph• v.·ould 1-J 1)rcparod to ~n citf11 r i.o tht• 
Do\vns. to StanthorpL•, to Tambonr1n~ "\foun­
laiit. to the variJ''"" rnou.ntain roscrts, to to 
the · dif'0rent nb( c~ :VIary. 
borough and l-iPa,; ser-·~ide 
1)laccs hetwe0n l··Oillt~ popu-
1ari::;eJ. by c.ity ~Jot adYan-
tage. to ;nv · 11 .s ftkml that by 
the ·Raihv.ay l)epal t.nlLmt, frorn a- rf'\ytnu(~ 
point of YiP\Y. I hopo the ~1inistcr \vill take 
a note of what I han' mentionocl 1dth n. view 
to· advertising thP Touri,~ Bureau "HY'-l'What 
along the lint'"' I ha\t~ mentio:ct;d. 

Itcn1 \Intclligdh and Tourist lhu'Pnu) 
agreu] in. 

SOT,TH!!:RK DIYlSION, 

The• SEOR'~TARY l<'OR .fL\lLW AYS 
(lloll. Godfrey ~\lorgan, MU! ''lai: I beg w 
move-

'· Th"t £3,533, be· ~-Lwted for 
'Southern Di-vision. n 

Illr. HRASSll'\GTOl'\ (Iialunn ) : I notice 
in the summary contained in this vot.e that 
there js a redu.ction in the aptlr0p1~iation as 
comparc·ci with last ye:-.r·s vote of £131,240. 
I-r1 the Yote for the C\;ntral Divi~ion and the 
l\lacknY RaihLt:Y thr-t·t"~ is a rcdu{~tion in thi~ 
year·~ ~ t~prn'opri.ation of about £8,000. Ou 
turning to ine itern:-; cnu1n.·ratl'd in the yote, 
l fmd that ul!der the heading of station­
lna~h·r::;, inspPctor~_. porters, :11Hl clerks, th·~ 
funount. of a pp1·opria~ ion at l.._rd_ for is £96,700, 
n::; cornpar~.-'d wiih £104,544 la:st vea.r. For 
~·narcl:-, porter::;. sigualwcn .. f'-'"dra hbvur, etc .. 
the appl'opriatio:n _i~ £123,000, "" , •)rn;_)arod 
\Yith £132,0() Ld y ell'. l- urthc·r <l '"'n the 
Yob.• I lind that under th0 lH·ading· 
'· =;Lintcll~lHCP 1

' tL'~ of £342.(•00 is 
for, or :lol6,COO )ps,; 
::;ion. L;:::,~_tlcr the t 
\YO find that thf' stun 
a Ya 1lablo for 
"·horca-; la: t 
Thct 
In the· ~~ 
eer:n tlh! 
the yo-1' 

£62.000, 

tcnancc 
that 
GoYcrnnwn 
pernHt ncnt wa3 
That 1naintenance 

of 
rrw1r1 
o.cccpt 

ihe 
to keep in order the 
South-wr:~tcrn district. 

v Jrk eo t £258,000 last 
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year, and it shonld certain]} cost that amount 
this vcar if oflicieni scryicos arc to be Inain­
tain,;d. \Ye fiud that the r0duciion in thi,; 
1'Csp~~-.ct iS £16,000. rfhat also need~ ~omc 
explanation. If tlw JYiinister rs desirous of 
giving- proper ~el'Yico to the South-\vesterll 
district, then tlw sa.mo number of men will 
haYc to be emplo:·ed on this \YOrk l-Jmy 
can lho Minister keep tho san10 nu1nber of 
H!Cll in ernploy1nPnt if the vot.0 i:-. redu:;cd b~· 
£16.000 ·~ The reduction in the ,·otc fo1· 
station-rHa<;;tcr~. insr-..cctors, porter~. and 
clerks is £8,000. Hon. members on this sidP 
of the Charnb-.r haYe rqwatedly made tlw 
statement that nmnbeu of those mon \H'l'<' 

being dismissed frmn the scn,-ice. \Vhil1' 
this YOt(~ does not provo that sf.:~tcn1ent, Jt 
does convey tltt-~ infcrc•nce ihat a cert.a.in nuin­
bcr of men have bc'en removed. and that it 
is thn intention of th,· CoYPrnment to re-nove 
rnorc in the futur0. 

[9.30 p.m.J 
The same applie" to guards, porters, sigllal­

meu, enginernen. fireHJen, and nwchanic~. In 
fainrcss to the South.\Ycstcrn district. I only 
ask that the pn~scnt efficient ra.ihYa y serricf' 
giYen to the 11oople should bo ma'intained. 
rrhat can onlv bf' done bv a -continuanc8 -of 
the present rnothods. w hi eh tend tow .uds 
giving good servict> and satisfaction. I know 
the ::Yiinister wiJl dis .. ,ciato himself from mv 
statement that it is the intention of th~' 
Government to pursu" a- policy of retrench­
ment; but. no ma1t<'r what the hon. gentle· 
1nan nuty say, it is g0ll('rally admitted that 
some such policy will b<> put iuto effect, in 
Lhc near fnturP. At any rate, tho fi_g·urPs in 
thifl vote sug-gf'"t :.;mw_:thing- along thoSe litH:~. 
Thf' l\finishw h•s stated that 1 500 men will 
go '"ithin the ne:xt t.wo ;vear~. and I a"'k 
the hon. gentleman to make a broad statP­
rnent so that ,,-o Jna,~· kno\Y how th{' raihva,--
uwn st~tnd in this lll;iltt>r. · 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Gorlfr<',,- JVIorgun. JiuTillri): Tl><• 
a.n1ounts vot~_~d for this particnlar year arC' 
just a little> aboYP the amounts · actuallv 
expended lust yeal', o that the hon. gPntl,:­
rtlR.n is entirel,y wron.Q' i11 his c011tcntion. 

:Nir. BB i.~ :ol)l"GTO); : I \\"U~ onl~: nsing yonr 
t?vn stah mmtt that 1,500 n1en ha Ye to go. 
"\:.,... ou ::.aid the r::.dh~. ays were OYCl"stuHP<.1. 

The SECHE'L'\RY FOR HAIL WAYS: 
Yo., and, owing to tiw fnr-t thnt 600 or 700 
go out yrarly ttn·ough deatl1 .. rctirf~lllf'nt, etc., 
we are alJo~,-,·illg h\o yuu~ in which to goL 
th(' staff rlown to normal. So far lh<· 
votes arc C01lCPrn0d, Y:Q arc actu:d]y sp0nding 
WOre 1110l1C,Y for tlH••e rarticu1ur ~t 'Ll~ than 
\Va", spt'nt Jast year. 

Item. (Southc•rn Di,·ision) agrc'l'd to. 

The SECHEL\RY FOR RAILIL\YS 
(Hon Godfrrv Morgan. 3Iurillct): I Leg to 

''That 
'Central 
way.'" 

£1.158.000 be granted for 
Ilivii'ion ond ::VJackay Rail~ 

It01TI agTc0d to. 

:::\ORT.::.H:H;\ Ol YlSlO.K. 

'i'ho SECRET).HY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Goclft·ey Morgan. 3Iu.ril!a): I beg to 
rno,~c--

" That £1,390.500 b<' grant cl for 
' Northern Division.: " 

Item agreed io. 

DEP.IHT:\JE~T OF PLBLJC LANDS, 

ClllU OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA="'DS 
!lion. \Y. ,\. Deacon, Cunningham): I beg 
(-q ntOYC--

•- That £60.861 lw gr-anted for ' Depart­
ment o£ J'nblic Lands-·Chief Office.' " 

This sLow~ an increase of £538 cn the 
amount Yotcd l:J't yc•ar, which is n1:1.cl8 up by 
incrNt~(':'-i in :...:alarics rcprc (~nting £~38, and 
an incr('m~.:~ of £400 i11 the Yote for ·· Contin~ 
g'('llCil'P. 

:\lr. Kl}{\\'A:\ (JJr:slum•): I would like 
the ~lini>ter to be good enough to give the 
Conunittee ;-;onw idt>a hS to the :intentions of 
tlte Gon'rniuent in rvgard to forestry. ~rhis 
i:-, an important {1Ue.·dion, and I know there 
bus been sonw expn;.s-;ion of opinion on the 
part of hon. 1nrrnbPrs on the Government 
'iclr'. who have stai·ed that some of the land 
re<ened for fore6t cultivation should be 
brought into agricultural use and settlers 
g·iven an opportnnity of taking up these 
lando. I would like to !mow if the Govcrn­
nlf'nt haYc decidctl on any definite policy in 
tl1is regard, or whethel' the policy that has 
[)(·en in operation for some time is to be 
continued. If not, what are the essential 
points of change in adn1inistration in con­
nection with that matter? I also understand 
that the,·e has [)('en some alteration in what 
ha~ bceu rcft>rred to on Yarious occasions as 
tlw stumpage fees. I understand that there 
ha.• been some reduction in that direction. 
ff my memory serves me correctly, a state· 
ment appeared in the press quite recently in 
regard to that question. If the Minister has 
lhP informat.ion handy, I should be pleased 
i£ he would vass it on to the Committee. 

:VIr. BRABSil\"GTO::-.J (JJalonne) : Before 
this rote goes through I should like to say 
a fe\\· '' ords iu cpnncction with land settle· 
ltlr·nt in thi' StutP. During this debate hon. 
nwmlH'rs oppo::;ite· havC' hinted to us that in 
tbr' ll('Hl' future• jt j~ intended io introduce a 
moasurr which is going to put everything 
1·ight with our ;;;.ystcru of land settle1nent, and 
\\hi eh ]:'i going to work wonders in our 
State. At the same time theY claim that the 
la'tn Uovern1nent. did nothing"' for land set.tle­
IIJrnt in \Yestern Queensland, and przcti· 
ea lly left the position worse than they found 
i r. I take this opportunity of offering a few 
opinions on tho que'tion, and I bring to my 
ai(~ the report ls·,uf'd b, the Land A_drninis­
t t·ation Board. rl'he fl~' -t point I \Vant to 
nrake is that thr• late Gm-ennne!lt appointed 
tlu• La]](l Aclrnini,tn·tion Board. and th"t 
that. board has done ,yondcrfn] -,vork since 
il,~ appointnlC'nt. It is not so Ycry long 
...:ince the nl,_'8.:-;ure 1o cre:1to that board was 
before t.hi~ Chan1b0r. \Ye can rcri1en1ber. 
Vt'r.v clc uly the stand taken by hon. members 
opposite who on all occ.tsions criticised the 
Hppointment of the bm:rd, and sine~; its 
!'Jl!'Ointment th0y haYe invariabl:· c1·iticis~d 
rh actro1 s. 

The PmDllER: ="onsc'IISc•. 

l\lr. BHASSI}'\GTON: During the ele<l­
iion the Pl'mnior made much use of certain 
things the board has ·clone; and he promised 
that. if he werf' returned. he would rectifv 
all thf'sc thing:--. I-It: nla{lo rnany prom is2s 
that he has not fulfilled. Now that ho is 
in control, he has to admit to the poop](, of 
ibis State that the appointment of the Land 
AclmrmstratJOH Board was sound, because he 
aud his party were the very first to go to 

Mr. Bmssington.] 
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that board and seek its advice and assistance 
in framing their policy. The action of tho 
present Go,-ernment not only endor$CS the 
wisdom of tho past Government in estab­
]i,hing a Land Administration Board, but it 
shows how narrow hon. members opposite 
were in their criticism of the lato Govern­
ment when they proposed to create that 
Land Administration Board. Certain pas­
sages in the report show the iml?ortance of 
land administration, and , indicate very 
clearly tho work that the Land Adminis­
tration Board has dmw. In the first report 
of the board reference was m a de to the 
importance of land "dministration in the 
sphere of national progress. As pointed out 
therein, out of a total area of 429,120,000 
acres in the State, no less than 94 per cent. 
remains under the control of the Depadment 
of Public Lands and associated departments, 
or has been dedicated to roads, reserves, etc. 
'rhe effect for good or ill of the Land 
Administration Board on the future progress 
of rural Queensland must, therefore, be 
appar~nt. That statement shows the magni­
tude 0f the task that confronted the board 
on its appointment. It also shows the neces­
sit:\l for the appointment of the board. 

Later on in the report we find some of 
the thinJs that the board has done ;ince its 
appointnwnt. During last year, notwith­
standing the unfavourable weather conditions 
prevailing, :;;ubsi.aiJt~al progrc··,,s was made in 
land settlement. The rtrca. of land selected 
was 4,439,6~.8 acrL _., being 2,522,JfJ6 acres in 
Pxccso c£ the previous yc .. r's total, and th0 
highc•t arC'a recorded since' 1923. Do<·; any­
one want cvn· 'in er example of t.h' wisdom 
of the policy of the htc Government in 
the et cation of thnJ board, \V hi< h so handled 
our land problcl'l a,s to brine; al:Jout that 
wonderful result ·Juri1•v the la •t twelve 
months? Jt is also Yery interesting to note 
that the past Government ''id not stand 
for an cxh::-llsjon of least\) to p:L:itoral lessees. 
l only hope that t.he present Covcrnment 
will follcw iu thci1· footsteps, and not grant 
any exLmsion of least·-; to pa:,t0r.:tl lcssePs, 
because, if tlwy do so, the•' '·\ill Certainly 
retard the progre'" of s· itlcmcnt in \Vestern 
Queensland. 

:Mr. MAXW1LI.: Your Govcnnne'1t did it 
in the Central West. 

Mr. DRASSINGTO~~: The hon. member 
who so .,,,uselessly interjects km:w' little 
about the quest.iou. This pac-o.go from tho 
teport j, illuminating--

" The total arc•a of land held under 
pastoral lease tenure at th0 end of the 
year, including preferential pastoral lease 
and pastoral dcvolopm0nt 1cag ::.-, \Vas 

301.397.\ square miles. This "rea is less 
by 4.C9o·: "qu •re miles them the; area held 
et tho end of the ;;revioae year. The 
numb·er of these leases decreased from 
1.825 to 1.7toa, a reductio" of 26." 

That statement b-ars eloquent trihute to 
the fact lhat the lnst Govemmcnt stood defi· 
nit(\lv against an 0xtcnsion of pa,5ttural ler~ses. 
1t sh0w; vor·.- ckarl7 that under the L"nd 
Bo"rd's adr;1inistration dur'ng the last 
bre:vo rnoPths a. cons1dcrrtb1n a"nDnnt of 
land has b-cl'n n ack avai!abln for closer 
scttkmu1t. an-d ~he loto Gov0rnm0nt' s policy 
put into dl'ect. Boforo our friends cppo9i te 
criticic,c us, t:· sboulJ that theie 
po1iC'y \\ i~l taflcl i('::Jt of the :;amn as 
the: pnlic\ of th" GoH;tr:mcnt has stead 
thn 1:0sl', "wr'cn thcv rwoved that, I sha\l 
be prepared to admit that, after all, on 

[Mr. Brassington. 

some occasions they do som~thing worth 
while. 

Thc1 new settlement of grazing lands has 
also increased. We find this statement on 
page 15 of the report-

" The area of the new grazing selec­
tions acquired during the yea! was the 
largest since 1923. The grazmg. farms 
selected numbered 42, and compnsed an 
area of 508,681 acres. The number of 
ITrazing home>,,teads selected was 326, 
~nd their area 3,535,020 acre_s. The 
average area of the new selectiOns was 
10,988 acres, and the average rent sligh:tly 
over 2Jd. per acre. The new grazmg 
selectio~s acquired in 1927 numbered 204, 
and had an aggregate a1•e<t of 1,538,802 
acre&.'' 

'rhat statement shows very definitely the 
progrt>ss of closer settlement in the, y.rest. 
I for one cannot undc·rstand why our 1l"lefolds 
opposite are <'ontinually finding ~ault With 
the past Government and accusmg us ?f 
doing nothing to foster closer settlement m 
\V estern Queensland. 

Thei·r criticism has been most unfair and 
uncalled for on many occasions; but people 
in the \Vest did not believe their statements, 
becat1se at the last elect:on they endorsed 
the late Government's policy by. returnmg 
most members on this side w1th re;ord 
majoritic-. (Government laughter.) rh-3 
Premier laughs. but he was net game to go 
ant. into the vV<est and tell the people h1o1 
policy. 

Tlw l0 RE:YliER: If I had gone, you would 
not ha ,:c got a seat. 

Mr. DH.\SSI:\'GTON: I reckon that. if 
the Pn~lll~er had g·uno into my electOfftV?) 
my uJajority would have ben ,2000. ;r'h•~ 
intere~t_mg paR~age appears tn tnc report O~· 
the department-- . 1 

" The total number of gTazing se.ec· 
tirn'< held at th" end of the yenr '""" 
7 256 and the total area 79.258,448 acres . 
• ~ t tho end of the prev:ous year the 
number of selections stP nchng good was 
7.216, and the area 78,240,2J5 acres." 

Those figures show the wonderful progress 
made uncler the late Government, and "re 
eloquent testimony of the _wonder.ful 
mana""ement of the Land Admm strabon 
Boarcf. Similar remarks apply to perp;,tual 
lease ~elect:ons, to whiuh tenure hon .. ln~rn~ 
bers opposite referred ;''hen ende1vounng to 
make out a case agamst the Government. 
The cry was always that perpetual leaseholds 
were not being selected as the~ should be. 
The firrurcs in the repnrt d1sprove thn 
statemebnt. and I intend to quat~ them for 
the b{:neftt of hon. members '?ppos. te !ll order 
that they may not ma_l<? m1sta}<~s when Jtl­

dul~ir.g in their unfa1r cnt1c,sm m the 
future-

" The veor's incrcaoe in the nu-nbcr of 
the'e selections was 477. and in the area 
138,577 acres. The nuMber '?f n<'W 
selectio'1s ac·qC~ired was 505, then· total 
a 1.·ea 16l.518 a<·rcs, an cl the annual rc:1t 
£3.537, Ss. 4d." 

These fig11r~s spt~::tk for thcms:::!lvcs. and 
r~iyc the i·Pnly to hon. rrwmbcr3 Ol1P :n·! 
.;:, ho att'=·rn'>t to make out a en se n rra~n.;L 
the 18tc GoYcnnnont rrnrl cor.d0rnn the''\ _for 
that -e"li n of their lnnd sc!fem_co;t '10 !CV. 

~ subm't th·1t, after. all. th01r c!'lt!cism h,t" 
been mor~ or ]cs~ TtHa b'llk, and, when ~t 
conws io facing the truth, they are all 
;tran,,cly silent. 
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lion members complain that Hw late Go­
'v'<:~rnn1ent Y>cro very unLlil' to tenants in 
eonnection with rentals. In reply that let 

the following passage the 

" The rents determined for the five­
ye.,.rs period were extended by the Land 
Acts Amendment Act of 1927 for a 
further period of five years to 30th June. 
1931. which rcpresentElcl a further benefit 
of £181,114 2s. 2d. to the Crown tenant.s 
whose rents had already been re· 
v1cwed. 

" The total benefit to Crown tona ms 
for the full period of ten years rs thu-; 
£503,008 13s. 7d." 

rrhat is an E'UOrlTIOUS SlUl1 of l110Dcy, and 
represents concessiOns granted llY the ]at'' 
Government to assist sdectors on the land by 
giving them a fair deal and reviewing their. 
rentals. I submit that the late Government 
were vmy fair and very just, and tho"' 
figures prove my contention. 

There is another important provisiOn­
perhaps the most important in the Land Acts 
Amendment Act of 1927-that is the provi­
$ion enabling grazing selectors to surrender 
existing leases fo·r the purpose of securing 
other leases to enable them to develop th<l'r 
properties. 

How this system really operated can bP 
Retm from the fact that, prior to the intro­
duction of this legislation, many selectors 
were unable to secure the necessarv finance 
to develop their properties. the reason 
advanced being that, because the leasco were 
about to expire. sufficient security could not 
Le offered. 'l'he late Govt•rnment altered 
that system to enable grazing selectors to 
surrender their leases, secure new lf'asc:::.. and 
thereby obtain the necessary finance. Unde1· 
that section of the Ad a large uumbcr of 
settler·. in the "'est enjoyed great h<'llCftb. 
and c~oser s0ttlE'n1ent progressed. \Y c iind 
that l. 776 solectorK, holding aJJ n ggregai 0 

arca of 18.117,723 acres, secured an adjust­
rnent of their positlon. Can hon. rncrnbcr~ 
opposite honest!;-, claim that Ow Bill they 
lJrOl10Sf' to introduce will proYidc u gT('ater 
cone< to grazing selectors than that pro~ 
,-ided the 1927 Act'' Tlw Bill that thc,-
proposC' to introduce doe~ not contain such 
gcncrons provif:.ion, nor -will an:r Bill they 
1nny l~1t.roducc contain ::;uch p.TlH'rou:-; pro­
Y1s1on. 

The PRE~1IER: Tlw late G'oycrnmem had 
tn introduce that legislation bcc:au~L' th~· 
Hett_l0r~. \'\"C'rl~ 1101rly ruillt'd by their Parlier 
h'grs]atJon. 

Mr. BRASSI~GTON : Jf the scttkr:" were 
nearly- ruined by out· legislation, it 1s a 
strang' fact that they should c'"t their 
voter .. in our fa>:out ;Jt 'every e]eC'tion. Thnt· 
i-; a snfficient acid test <lS to whether or not 
our policy met with the approval of thP 
Western people. It is suggE'stcrl that our 
majorities were reduced, but at the bv-clce­
tion at which I was <'l<'ctcd I recei\·cd a 
majorit_v of 539, and at the last general elec­
tion I received a majority of 1.298. What 
better evidence could we have of a Yote of 
confidence in favour of the po!im· of tlw 
past Labour Government? It goe~ to show 
that the opinions of hon. memlwrs opposite 
are very rarely based on fact, but ar<' 
generally based upon inmwndocs and unfair 
statements. 

There is another matter to which I wish 
to refer, and that is the question of ma.king 

anilable wiJ:e-noUing for dog and rabbit­
netting purposes. For 1nany years the ques­
tion of dog-netting aud nt~bit-netting pro­
pertie"', h::Ls been a ycrJ scnou.s Inattcr vv1th 
the w<.n in the ·west. 

I daitn that the p~st Ciovernn1ent wcr2 far­
~ighted Pnough to rca1i;'8 that that problcrn 
would have to be overcome if land settlement 
in the \V est were to progress. With that end 
in vie\''\7 thev entered into an agroen1ont with 
the Feclerai Government for the purchase of 
wire netting for pastora.l purposes at rcdncocl 
rates. \Vo find that 933 miles 620 yards of 
rabbit nettine;, valued at £36.115 14s. 1d., was 
purchased; that 1,112 miles 80. yurds of dog 
netting "as purchased at a cost of £18,~48 
18s. 9d.; that 21 miles 840 yard.o of ma.rsupral 
netting-. valued at £524 Ss. 10d., was also 
purchased; and wire netting ya]ued at £4,015 
ls. 2d. was supplied to approved appli-cants 
during the year 1928. 

At 9.55 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN : Under the prov1swns 
of Sessional Orderc agreed to by the Hous•' 
on 22nd August and 4th October last, I shall 
now leave the chair and make my report to 
the House. 

The House rc•.nmcd. 
The CRAIR~!AN reported progre.ss. 
Resumption of Commit'ee made an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 10 p.m. 




