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Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] QueBtions. 

FRIDAY, 4 OCTOBER, 1929. 

The SPEAK!;H (Hon. C. Taylor, Windsor) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

RE;IloY \L oF l'v[E~tBERS FRO'i RocKHAMPIO::> 
HosPnAL Bo.\RD. 

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the 
Home Secretary-

" 1. Having perused all the papers i<1 
connection with the appointment of cer­
tain mc,mbcrs to and the removal from 
the Rockhampton Hospital Board, and 
not noticing anything whatsoever as to 
how anv of such members came to be 
appointed to or removed therdrom, will 
he say what system, if any, exists in such 
appDintments or removals-that is to 
say, how did these n1cmbr-rs acting 011 

the board come to be appointed, and 
how did others come to be removed ? 

"2. Hmv did Mr. ,John J oseph Oullcu 
come to be appointed to the Hockhamp­
tDn Hospital Board in place of Mr. 
Maurico Kelly, and who nominated him: 

" 3. \Vhat were thc names of those 
persom who were approached prior to 
Mr. Cullen's appointment and who 
declined the position Gtfered them'" 

'l'he HO;\lE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson, ,Yorr anby) replied-

,, 1. Each Government adopts its own 
method of s<>lecting persons fm public 
appointments. Uno member was 
appointed by the GGvernor in CouMil 
on the recommendation of the late Go­
vernment, and th,·ce members were 
appointed by the GoYernor in Council 
on the recommendation of the present 
Government. The latter appointment< 
JYere rnado because it was consiCllred 
that the change was necessary. 

"2. The Minister submitted :'llr. 
Cullen's name to Cabinet, which recom­
mended his appointment to the Governor 
in Council. 

"3. As is probably usual in all ea"'' 
of public appcintments, Mr. Oullen's 
name was listed with others. His 
appointment was under consideration 
from the time it was deemed desirable 
to reconstitute the bGard." 

DECISIOX I:-! RE ~,fAGISTERHL IxQeiRY ETO 
DEATH 01' DULCIE DARCLAY. 

Mr. DU:.iLOP (Roe!. harnpton) asked ih,, 
HDme Sccrctar0-

" 1. Did the NatiomJ Council of 
\Vo1nen \Yait on hirn la -;t week to prP~~ 
for a magisborial inquiry to be held into 
the death of Dulcie Bare!-'-: ? 

"2. In Yiew of the fact that he. in 
the first p·[ace, was so emphatic about 
holding a Inagistorial inquiry, what has 
prompted him tD change his mind so 
suddenlv horn the natural ch.<Enels of 
justice?" 

'' 3. Seeing he is reported in 'Truth' 
of 29th September, 1929, as saymg: 
'Heccntly I had the opportunity, and 
after haYing gone carofullcc into the whole 
of the papers with the _\ttor ·ey-Goncro.l 
and Commissioner of Police, I doeided 
that a magisterial inquir;,· was neither 
adYisablo no1' desirable, that I then toDk 
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the matter to Cabinet, and after careful 
consideration Cabinet agreed with my 
decision, and that in this case there is 
ovcrwh(_'hnin~r evidence to prove suicide, 
and urH.lcr rlo circtunstances could any~ 
body be put on trial,' how does he recon­
cile his attitude in view of the serious 
statements that exist in this unfortunate 
case as reported very fully in ' Truth ' 
of Sunday. l st SCJ1tcmbcr, 1929, and 8th 
S0ptcmbor, 1929? 

" 4. \Vh, does he appear to put all 
the bhunev on to the unfortunate voung 
woman mentioned above, seeing a c8rtain 
barrister rented a flat at Milton and 
such barrister and this young woman 
rc"ided together? 

" 5. Do not the reports in his posses­
sion show that Dulcie Barclay sought her 
molhn's consent to be allowed to marry 
:\1r. R. E. O'Connor. banistor, and this 
being so, was it not very apparent that 
it was O'Connor's intention to marry the 
young '\Voma n? 

"6. Is it a fact that a magisterial 
inquiry was held a few days e.go into 
the case of two people who died at New 
Farn1, it. being murder and suicide, and 
that since the murdet·cr· was dead no 
charge was po<sible then, but still an 
inquiry was held? 

" 7. Is it a fact that a magisterial 
inquiry was held this week into " murder 
and suici-de that occurred in Wharf street 
wmc little time ago, that the victim 
and the slayer arc dead, and that thereby 
no charge is possible? 

"8. ·will he state quite candidly why 
this unfortunate case of Dulcie Barclay 
should be hushed up, and 'vill he now 
see the "rror of his w.tys and ·iwmediately 
see that a magi,terial inquiry is held in 
the interests of the general public of 
Queensland? 

"9. Will he allow me to peruse all the 
papers in connection with this Cfl.se at hi, 
office?" 

The HO~\IE SlWRE"rARY (Hon. J. C. 
Petorson, X ormanby) replied-

" A deputation from the :'\ational 
Council of \Yo:non did wait upon mP in 
rolatioll to this matter, and after having 
all the facts placed before them, agreed 
that the course adopted was the best in 
the cit·cumstancos. As the reasons for 
Cabiuet's decision have alread0 been 
publish~cl, I hav<> nothing further to add 
to th(·m. Papers arc available for 
pcru~al by any hon. 1nen1bcr." 

PL\PEH. 
The following paper was L,id on the table 

and ordered to be pr·intod :-
Report of the Board of Trade and Arbi­

uation under section 37 of the 
Profiteering Prevention Act of 1920 
for the year ended 30th June, 1929. 

PERSO:.JAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. COOPER (Brrm~r) : I ask permi'''sion 
of the House to make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the wish of hr.n. 
members that tho hon. member for Bremer be 
allowed to make a personal explanation? 

HoNOURABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

}fr. COOPEH: In thi, morning's issue of 
1l1P .. Brisbane Courier" there appC'at·s a. 
otat, nwnt of r0marks purported to have been 
made bv me in Committee vosterday. I 
reco~nisC llHtt in n1aking concl8nsed reports 
pressmen have a very difficult task to per­
form, and it is just unfortunate that in con­
cknsing the report of my speech I was stated 
to have made use of some words which I did 
not ns.P. The r0port says-

" }fr. F. Cooper (Labour, Bremer) said 
that the avd·age tax on farmers was £7 
n year." 

What I J'Pnliy said ,,-as this-I have my 
'· Hansa,rd" proof in my hand-

" Now lot us sec what this tremendous 
amount of taxation means to the farmers. 
Table D shows that the total number of 
fa1·nwr,, dair:, farmers, and farmers who 
pay land tax is 3,495, and the average tax 
is £7 a head." 

:\ly statement was that the average amount 
1 ,-,id in land tax by those farmers who had 
10 pay the tax >vas £7 per head-not £7 per 
he,tc; of the farmers of the State, as reported 
in tlv• ··Courier." _.:\_ previous portion of my 
>pcech shows that I stated that many thou .. 
:,-ands of fartncr:-; pay no tax at all. 

JHSKI.SES IN PLA:"iTS BILL. 
INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURF­
(Hm,, H. F. \Valkcr, Co01'oom): I beg to 
lllOYC--

,, That the House will, at its next sit­
ting, resolve itself into a Committee ef the 
Whole to consider of the desirableness of 
introducing a Bill to consoli-date and 
amend the law relating to diseases m 
plants .. and for other purpo cs." 

Que,tion put and passer:l. 

K\NAN.\. IJ'\DUSTRY PROTECTIOX 
BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETAB.Y FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. H. F. \Valker, Cooroora): I beg to 
1J10VC-

"rrhat ihn I-Iouse will, nt its next 
3ittjnp;, re:::o1ve itscl_£ into a Cotn~jttee 
of the \Vhole to cons1der of the desnable­
ness of introch1eing a Bill to make bdter 
provision for the protection of the bana.na. 
industn of Queensland, and for othel' 
ptHposCs.)' 

Que~tion pnt and pnssed. 

TNDFSTRIES ASSISTANCE BILI .. 
INI1'1AT101\. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIG IN· 
STR1.-CTION (Hon. R )1. King, Log"n), for 
the PREJ\1IER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
11 :obigny) : I hog to move-

" That the Hou'f' will, at its next 
sith1g, resolve itself into a Com;nittoe 
of the \Vhole to consider of the dcsirable­
nf''S of introducing a Bill to foster the 
development of scco,,dary industries by 
enablina- advances to be madu or 
guaranfced for the assi,tance 0£ cortJora­
iions 0ngaged or who 1nay herl?after he 
cn{oged m such industric9. and !or other 
purposes." 

Q~estion put and passed. 

11ft·. Cooper.l 
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EXTENSION OF HOURS OF SITTING. 

DAYS ALLOTTED TO SvlTL~t. 

The ~1 ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. Kiu1,, Loyan), fo>· 
the PREMIER {Hon. A. E. Moore . 
• 4ubigny): I beg to move-

" That on a day appointed for the 
consideration of the Estimat•,.s the [-J ouse 
may meet for the despat•·lt o! busi.~<:ss ut 
10 o'clock a.m. and coJJtinqe to sit until 
10 o'clock p.m. r;,,,_'l of the [Wriods 
between 10.30 o'<:lo-·k a.rn. nnJ 4 o'clock 
p.m., and botweo:1 if o'clo ·k p Jn. un\1 
10 o'clock p.m., shall be accounted an 
allotted day under the provisions of 
Standing Order No. 307. .-\11 provisions 
of Standing Order No. 307 awl of Ses­
sional Order of 22nrl August last shall, 
mutatis mutandis, c•mlinne to apply." 

Mr. KIRW.'I.N (Jirisomu): I Lil to sec 
the necessity for double sittings. The Deputy 
Premier has certainly given ns n•J informa­
tion on the matter, although possibly the 
change is clue t0 the -dehy occasioned iu 
assembling Parliament. Hon. members 
opposite have explained that there was ample 
reason for that delay, but I do not hold that 
view. Jt would be a great convenience to 
hon. members if the hon. gentlenHtn would 
indicate the special day in the \\·eek that io 
1;1,"1" '~ be selected bv the Government for 
a , . ..tole sitting day. 1 ho11c it is not to be 
B'riday. 

The SECRE'lli.BY FOR l'cBLII' IxrnurcTJO:\: 
lt "-ill not be Friday. 

Mr. KIRWAN: If the hon. gclltleman 
"·ill study the convenience not oniy of hon. 
members of this Hous0 but of the etaff an-d 
the press reprP,entativcs associated with 
Parliament, he will indicate the day likely 
to be set apart for the extr>nd<'d hour". That 
woulJ enable all concNJWd to mab· their 
arrangements beforehand. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bow< n): I oppose this 
rnotion "lock, stock, and ban·C'L~' (Uovern­
rnent laughter.) 

Mr. KERR: Your Govemmcnt did it. 

Mr. COLLINS: There is no necessity for 
double sittings, particularly when '"e realise 
that the Government had plenty of time, 
after the result of the elections was known. 
to call Parliament together earlier. The 
Tre-asurer knows that th0ro i~ no need for 
double sitting days. 

I was fiTst returned to this Hou>e in 1909. 
The election took place ou 2nd Oc·tobcr. am! 
Parliament met on 2nd NoYembcr. \Vc wcut 
throu;s·h· the whole of the business, and, if my 
nwn:ory serves rne corrf'<>tly, \H:>- fini:sbed on 
Christmas Eve. \Ye vent right through the 
Estimates although there were not then the 
restrictions on hon. rncmbel'S that there arP 
ro-day in regard to the number of hours that 
we could discuss the Eslima tes. Tlw restric­
tions wore placed on hon. members later by 
the Kidston Government. In spite of that. 
we were able to get through tho whole of the 
business. What need is there for the"' double 
sittings? The -discussion of the Estimates can 
unly occupy seventeen days, one of '"hich has 
already passed. Therefore, only sixteen dayo 
n1orc are required for tlto discussion of HH' 
Estimates. and thm·e is no need for the 
motior:t at all. 

Let me quote a few fi <nn·es to Lack up my 
statement. All mv statements can be found 
in this splendid ·publication, "Qucml'land 
Politics during Sixty YDur:;;," by C. A. 

[Mr. Kirwan. 

Bernays, a gentleman well known to mem­
bers of Parliament. The last election took 
place on 11th May, and Parliament did not 
meet until 20th August. This Government 
took longer to meet Parliament than any 
other Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: A new Go­
vernment, with all tlw mess that your party 
ldt to clean up. 

Mr. COLLI='JS: I shall pron my case to 
the limit. The date·, of elections since 1899 
and the dates on which Queensland Parlia­
tnent rnet are-

13th Parliament 
14th Parliament 
15th Parliament 
16th Parliament 
17th Parliament 
18th Parliament 
19th Parliament 
20th l'arliament 

Date of 
Election. 

18 l\Iar., 1899 
11 J\Iar., 1902 
27 Aug, 1904 1 
18 1\Iay, 1907 

5 :Feb., 1908 
2 Oct., 1909 

27 April, 1912 
22 llfa)·, 1915 

Date of 
:Meeting. 

16 May, 1899 
8 July, 1902 

20 Sept., 1904 
23 July, 1907 

3 J\-Iar., 1908 
2 Nov., 1909 
2 July, 1912 

12 July, 1915 

I ha-d better pause the-re for a moment, as 
that was when the Lahour Government came 
into po\ver-uJen who ltaU no experience in 
the government of the Stat<e '"ith the excep­
tion of Mr. Hardacrc, who had been a Min­
ister for a week. Xotwitlistancling tha,, 
handicap, although the election was held 
on 22ncl :May, we met th<• I-Ious" with a fall 
programme on 12th July-

Date of 
Election. 

-------------
21st Parliament .. 
22nd Parliament .. 
23rd Parliament .. 
24th Parliament .. 

16 ~far., 1918 1 
9 Oct., 1920 

12 Jlfay, 1923 
8 Mar, 1926 

Date of 
Meeting. 

2R llfay, 1918 
15 Nov., 1920 
10 July, 1923 
27 July, 1926 

:'\ow we come to the twcnt:v-fifth Parlin­
Inent, vvhcn the lH'(\sent" Governrnent 
obtained power. In this cn>c the electiono; 
took place on 11th May, nnd we diu not meet 
until 20th August. 

Mr. KELSO: Look nt the cleauiug up that 
had to be done ! 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

J\.Ir. COLLil';'S: What i,; the need for 
these double sittings? Does anyone n1ean to 
tell 1110 that I can do m:v '"ork-I IHtvc jmt 
as n1uc;h brains as a11' ht.lJ. Inetnber sitting 
on the Go:vcrnmcnt side of the House-as I 
ought to do it by meeting IH•r0 at 10.30 in 
the rcorning and sitting- unt-i1 10 o'rlock .it 
nighL? T arn not gettillg- 11a:d any ovcrtirrw 
ratef' either. This ta"Xjn,~· of 1nembcrs o! 
Parliam0nt is beyond all rea>on ! A form of 
insanity S\vept Over the world not so lon~ 
ago in conn-.ction with ihe Great \Var, and 
it n;Jpcai·s to me that thNo is a form of 
insanity affecting- n1'"'Inbers of Parliament 
to-da•:. This double-shift propc. ,ti i> a form 
of inflanity. 

:\Ir. KERH: Speak for yotn·,e'f. 

The SPE),KER: Order! 

~\Ir. COLLJ::\S: Th0rC' i::< no nece,...;ih: for 
rarliament to close at (:hristJnas. If hem. 
members will look through the n•cords, the,· 
wiil find that the GovorilmPllt on one occa· 
sion sat after Christwns. 'Vhen Goyern­
mcut members were in opposition they con­
sistently pointr,d out that most of our 
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legislation consisted of amending Bills 
-owing to the slipshod manner in which, 
according to then1, n10asures were rushed 
through Pa1 I iament. Surely the Govern­
nlcnt are not going en in 'vhat they used to 
tenn a slip~hod manner by rushing meao::.tues 
through. That is what it really amounts to. 
\Ve can meet after Christmas if we cannot 
do our work in an up-to-date manner hy 
sitting a .reasonable m<mbcr of hours a clay. 

I ·will tftke my own case as a country 
n1ember. I am going liko a ljghtning 
machine all the time. 

A GovERX!.!EXT :VlEoiB::n : iYhat arc you 
,doing? 

:Y1r. COLLINS: That. i., a silly question. 
All the hon. member JW'us to do is to go 
1l!J into my electorate• and ask my electors 
;,·hat I am doing. I am looking after th~il" 
intcrHts all the time, and am not running 
a buoin<ess like the hon. member. I have a 
lot of co>"responclenrc to attend to. I have 
to go round to the different departments 
from time to time, and how am I going to 
gct round if we ha Ye (o wmk double shifts? 
How am I goiug to slip round to sec the 
Treasurer or the Secretary for Public 
Instruction if I want to see cithrr of thos•J 
gentle;nen? Ho,v 0an I attend to n1y corre­
spondence aucl other hminess if I am kept 
her' till half-past 10 at night? When I 
should be listening· to the Treasurer or tho 
Socretc·rc for Public Instruction I might b~ 
called below to an,;wf'r the telr.phonc or to 
~£'(\ ,-r,JneolH'. I cntr>r IYtY protest against 
this proposal. The Commonwealth Pa~·lia­
uwnt has alre:adv ~.:d~ twice this Year and a 
general election ·is takinp; place to enable it 
to sit again hefor0 Chri~nnas. rrhero is no 
need for rushing Lu:;,:;ne~" through in this 
\VaY. When I sat behind the late Govern­
n1e.nt hon. n1ember~ knew that in caucus 1 
-ahvays opposed an~v re~irif'tion of parliamen­
iary privilcge8; Lut. l10in~t a good so 1 d~0r, t 
'"as ahvavs in line wlH·n tllP nartv cnrnf' to a 
clccision .. (Governrn(:nt int "l.'jcrt{ons.) rrh;"lt 
wao discipline; and. if we hac! not had th>e•· 
dise:inline. 1We \Youltl uot l~<)Yc utiai:ned to 
the Treasury benchc. in 19F .. 

I clnin1 the support of hon. n10n1bers onr;o­
~ite who, when tlw:- were in opposltion, 
srgueci ag-ain~t double sittir.gs. The:v 
daimcd tbo.t Parliament should meet earlier 
so that rneasurcs could he fully discus~Pd: 
but-. ufter 1 he~r h' •·:1n1r a GoYP1:11m0nt, thcv 
r1ela\-ed tho n1Pet~11g of ParliBrncnt frorn 
11th" Ma:- to 20th~ .-\u.c;ust. The British 
l-Ious0 of ·Comrnonf, had an el0ction and mt·t 
'\Yithin a few weeks nftC>r. and tran"ELCh'd nn 
C>normous amount of bn;;:irH'"S for tho bcnffit 
of the whole of the Britid1 F>nllire. This 
nrocedurc is R d!<:grac0. rts tl1c' TrPasnrcr 
kno-...v.s. Th0 hon. gPntle1nan \Y18 Trea~ 
surer at the time I c.ame into P'1r­
liarnent. I \Yas returned for the .!TT{':tt 
13urke c•ledor:-tte. and in those davs the 
con1municatlon with that electorate wRs 
nc,t like it is to-day. In order to reach Bris­
hane from tlw centr(' of my clectonte. which 
\Yas then Georg8hnvn, I had to j onrney bv 
coach to Einnsleigh, tl:cnco by; traiD to 
rairns, and thence h,· boat to . Townsville, 
where it vv:=ts nec''~sar ... ,~ to dutnu-e into 
another boat for GlaclStonc. Des:)ite that 
difficult and trying journey I had to be 
here for the opening of PadianH'nt on 2nJ 
XoYen1ber. _\s th0 Treasurer knows, ·wo 
went through all the work of the session 
fwm 2nd November up to Christmas Eve, 

and c'icl our work yery well. There is no 
ne0d for this motion, and I hope it will be 
dcfe>tted. 

Mr. CLAYTON (ll'irlc Bay): I do nut 
intend to oppose the motion, and I am sue­
prised to hear the protest of the hon. mem­
ber for Bowen. We know that during tiB 
last nine vears under the Labour Govern­
ment we' wer~ call eel upon to sit double 
clays.' The hon. member for Bowen went to 
considerable trouble to turn up the elate on 
which various elections were held, and the 
dates on which Parliament met. So far <~,s 
the 1920 Parliament was concerned, certainly 
ho gave the elate on which we met, but he 
refrained from giving +he date when .YL' 

adjourned, which was 23rcl D:cember. No·.-.· 
he talks about stifling debate and about our 
not being given an opportunity to C'xpress our 
opinions, and he supported a. Gove:·r;m':'m 
which in one session put all Its leg1s1abon 
through between 15th l'ioYember anrl 23rd 
December. The hon. member has been 
trying to rnislead u~ hs.. giving info~nla..­
tion which suits hmJ&elf, and I have 
just taken this oppo1·hmity of exposing him 

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton): I just. rise 
to express my great surprise at the att1tude 
of my esteemed friend the. hon. member for 
Bowen. It seems to me that he must have 
had a close of sanatogim this morning­
which is well kno>vn to bo very good fn·· ''w 
ll<'l'ves-ancl is well straightened up: A~ :5;011 
are a\var<>, 1\l.r. Speaker, at an earlier srthng 
r made wrne remarks when the Premier 
brought dmn1 his motion as to days and 
hours of sitting. The Opposition opposed 
the evening sittin,gs, hut the Premier's p1:o· 
posal to sit from 2.30 to 9.30 was most smt­
f!blc to those of us who are country mem­
bers. I am sm·prised at the attitude of 
tht' hon. member for Bowen, because f 
understood he always kept in view th.· 
desirabilitv of a reasonable working day of 
eight hom:s. The hours we have worked are 
Cluite snit11ble to mE'. In fact, they l:ave 
done me goocl. ],pca,!Be I am puttmg on 
rondiiion-(laughter)-but I say that we 
should ,mpport this motion. I go further, 
and say that, instead of meeting on Tuesday 
and sitting for three days-I am pleased to 
soP that the Government are gradually 
coming round to mv way of thinking-we 
shoulcl sLnt on JI.Ionda).- and finish on 
Fridav, put in our proper time, and set a 
good exa.mple to people outside who are 
suhjoct to the provisions of certain awards. 
.\ little bit of work does nobody any harm: 
a.nd. if vou calculate the total time we shall 
work <t \Ycek. even with tJ.o donbh· days, 
vnu will fmd that the,· will not be very 
i~mg·. Of course, i~ I can h.Slp it _wit!; my 
llltle vote. there w1ll be no gaggmg. 

l\Ir. CoLLTKS: \Yhat about the men who 
take down your speeches? 

Mr. DUNLOP: My speeches are short and 
to the point; they coHtain <-ssentia Is, and 
r,othing superfluous. (Laughter.) A practice 
has been established that the session must 
0nish at Christmas. I r1m going to oppose 
that for the reason that, if we cannot finish 
at Christmas with the tSsistance of the 
double sittings even with the eight hours a 
clay, we can sit after· Christmas. 

An 0PPOSITIO~ MDIBER: What about your 
correspondence? 

Mr. DUNLOP: 
you adopt in 

It depends on the system 
connection with your 

Mr. Dunlop.] 
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OOI'!'cspondence. I ha.ve a system. If the 
hon. member for Bowen hc,s no systom-­

Mr. COLLTNS: I tl1ink mv svstem will 
equal yours. (Laughter.) • • 

Mr. DUNLOP: If the hon. member will 
kindly come to my allotted room and see 
the system I have, he will realise how he 
may be a ''isted in getting through the 
clerical part of his work. I hop~ i:hat, if 
the Government do not finish before Christ­
mas, they will come back afterwards, even 
for a couple of months, and show the 
country that we are prepared to do our 
dutv. This immemorial usarro that you must 
finish up before Christmas is nothing to me; 
but I shall not pursue tho subject, because 
I notice the Speaker has his eye on me and 
might pull me up if I procee<l. 

l\[r. COOPER (llr !Jif r): I am sure that. 
if the hon. member for Rockhampton would 
visit the hon. member for Bowon in his 
romn, he \vonld f.i11d rt Yerc~ fine ~y,::ten1 in 
reference to corrurondenc~. I venture to 
say that no m~mber has a better method 
than the IJOn. member for Bowcn of filing 
rtnd noting his correspondence and of 
keeping a diary. 

Let rno show how cii·cnJnstances alter 
cases. May I quote from " Ilansard " for 
1926, volume 2, at page 1018. from the speech 
deliY·'l"Cc] b:v the Prcnier. who was thfl'l 

Leader of tlw Opposition, when 
! .L.l L • .in.l spc.tking on a 1notioJ1 Inoycd bv 
. the then Prt'micr. :Mr. McCo,:. 

tna-ch:-exactJy the srunc 1notion as the one 
w0 ar" no"\Y discussing? The then Lender of 
tho Oppc"'ition :o<aicl-

" I called 'Not fOJ nwl' to this motion 
last Friday lJecatF<' I object to sitting· 
nvo da~-s in c•nP. In the first place, 1t 
1noan~ a c.urtailnH'Ht of an hour and a 
quarter of tbe ~iting tlmo to \Yhich \vn 
are entitled on the Estimates. and I 
think it is all nonsPm8 for the Promi.'r 
to sav that we aJ·p not g-etting on fasL 
enough." 

Further on he said-
" It rnean:S a Yr J'Y long silting." 

Further he said- . 
" I c on~icler it. 1~ l'UshitH . I think it 

is Yery lonq- clay. EYCll tl10 ]Jroso;,t 
silting clays feel pretiv loJJg bdoro tlw 
end of the sitti11g, ancl, when \VC sit after 
t f'n, I do not think t1 n-.,~ a eh-a ntage will 
bP gained bv the GoYcrnnlC'Dt.. In anv 
C'ase. a. certain anlotmf of our pl'i-.-jlcgc·-; 
i" b0in .. taken awa~~. V\,. arP haYing the 
clay curtailed by nn hnnr and a quart~r. 
or two and a~half hours in two davs. 
whereas, instead of a curtailment of time 
on the Estimates, there should be an 
inrreasn of a few da:vs considering t.h>-~ 
extra depart1ncnts ·which are nOY\' being 
conducted b:v tlw State." 

He also said-
" If tho Premi. r had agrped to the 

JWOlwsition we made in the first place, 
of sitting in the afternoon ancl into th" 
CY",-ning and end ea Youring to carry out 
the businec1 in thot wav. it would have 
been evor so much brltcr.'' 

He meant therehy that, if wo had had nigh+. 
sittings. there would have been no need ·for 
doubl<e davs. I ••·onder whv the Prcmict' 
has now chang-ed his mind!, Is it bocauw 
he 110\V realise-~ that the ]nto Prc1nicr had a 
better p-rip of the business of tho House than 
i'he hnn. ••entLman had as Leader of the 
Opposition? 

[Jh. Dm1lop. 

Mr. WIKSTANLEY (Qucenton): I con­
~ider the request made by the hon. membe1· 
for Brisbane for some information as to 
what days are likely to be double-sitting 
days io a p<erfectly le,;itimate requec~t. I do 
not know whether the Deput:~ Loader of the 
Govern1ncnt is in a position to give that 
information, but it would be of great advan­
tage to members if they could take for 
granted that certain clays would be double 
clay~-whether they would be on Tuec,day, 
\Vednesday, or Thursday. If hon. mcmbel". 
were possc<.sod of that information they 
would be able to make their arrangement 
accordingly, and it would be a decided 
advantage to them. 

As to the necessitv or o~herwise for sitting 
noublc clays, opinio'ns differ. I should pro~ 
fer Parliament to sit for a longN perwn 
rather than that we should have tho intro~ 
ducti on of the s' ·,tom of double d.1} , Many 
people outside this House have the imprh· 
~ion that members of Parhamcnt work onlY 
when the House is in session, and then 
onlv while it is sitting, but they arc> 
UHllzing a Yery grave 1nistake. I am surt~ 
that cverv honest and impartial membe: 
will frankh admit that mueh time is spent 
outside sitting hours by members, partt .'.< · 
larly country members .rtnc: '>Yorthern mem· 
bers, rep1·esenting const1tuents .'vho hayc no 
means of con11nunication Y;Ith Bnsbanc' 
except through their member, who loob 
after the interests of those people. EYn: · 
hodv knows that rqwescntrrtives attc nd to 
the· requirements of their constituents. no· 
onlv from the point of view of politi,cs J:ut 
in ~11anv other directions in order io oblige 
those p·c·opJc.. An hon. member would cu· 
tainlv not be ablt' to do that if tho Hon:-' 
sat 'doublE' days cycr:v rlH~,~ durin_~. Th 
s.·~--!on: it would be an nttcr imno--,lbiht.", 
For that rPason I haYe nhn1ys thought it an 
n1.desirable thing- to Jw.-e a S)3lcm o£ donhl<' 
d<lY~. It i,..; a strain on the rnrntn.l otpaclt\· 
to' s;t hor0 from 10 rr.nl. till 10 p. m. am: 
folJo',Y the businc~s of thP House ;Js 1t 
boinc< transacted. I know that t!L·c·e a,·,· 
nH'tllb rs ·who, -v. ho-n 1h:-v \Yant to g-o r1o~,c- 1 ! 
the street or p-o cnvaY. ju.-;t 1ncrelv go. hn~ 
{''.-f'l'\' hon. 1ncnliwr in this C~am bcr <'otdd 
not do that. If the.- '' cni :cl to go oni,;dr 
to nth n<l to eorrespondt'llC' while tl · Hmvo 
\Yas -,i1tin11:. thev C'ould dolt but thnt \Youtd 
not }H_~ pos~ibJP .for alJ hon. UlCITlb('J':<. rfhc,r~­
is so1n0 gronnd for 1hr s::at'.'lllrnt !.1:-od0 :rY 
tho }JOn. nwn1her for Bo\Y~_- 1; anJ. -;::: tw· 
hon. :nh rnlE•r for Rrcrcer point~ o1Jt. thcr(• 
is a cons]d, rable difLr"nt .---, in the -Td~' :s eA 
hon. n1€'lTillcr.;;:, O'I])O'ijh~ when site. :n~ in 
onpo_:ition and their ich--ls to-cl1-- ".-hPn 
~itting on thP Covcrnn nt s1de of th~ IIou.:;;,(~. 

For insi'ancc, on 27th S<'pte>1lbr.r, 1928. 
when thjs quP::~tion ''"as being di'"cu"s,...d on a 
motion submitt<"d b" the late fioycrnmont. 
t-ho hon. mmnber fo1· :\lurilla. nO'Y Sccretar;; 
for Railwavs, said-

" I ~k'3iro to £'nh·r a 1nost e1nphatic 
protest against the pnssing of thi~, r~~~olu­
tion. 'The Premier rdorred prll1Clf.tlly 
to the fact that it would mean i he lms 
of a few hours -in the r1iscussion of th~ 
Estimates as cmn11ared with thP tin1o th~t 
would be occupied ou tho Estimalro 1f 
scvf'nte-cn slngle da:v:3, as provided by t~c· 
StandinO' Ordf·rs were nllo1vt~rl for (hc.:­
cussion. b That is not the mnin point. 
The main frtctor, from tho point of view 
of the Opposii ion, is !hat, if we arc COI!1-

pollcd to sit lwrc from 10.30 ?'clocl~ '·" 
the morning till 10 o'clock .at mg-ht, 1t '"' 
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impossible for members of the Opposition 
10 give the nccc' ·o•lr.Y time to other 
matters that nre brought fonyard in this 
Chamber." 

That statement was made onlv twelve months 
ago by the Secn,tary for R-ailways. Other 
members of the then Opposition spoke in a 
·•imilar strain. Thc hon. mr,nber for Nundali 
.·aid thi-

"I very much regret that the Premier 
has givon notice of this rnotion, ber tuse 
it is goin:, to be a very F''Verc strain on 
hon. rnmnbcrs-ospccially on nwrnbers of 
the 0ppc.3ition-in carrying on public 
businc,s. It seems to me that this is the 
result of absolutely bad n1anagmuent on 
the part of members of the Cabins!." 

1f that was the case twelve months ago, 
what is the reac.on for this motion to, day? 
;1urely the ~.:uno argument 1nust apply to­
day; but here is the effect, whatever the 
cause may be. l have quoted from the 
bpcechcs of hon. membprs opposite to show 
how mnch crcd~~nce and dependence can be 
paid to them when they would rnako such 
'tateJncnL': sitting in oppo~itlon. and then, 
\Yhen O"Cupying the Governrncnt benches, 
act in direct opposition to the sentiments 
1 hey then expressed. 

The SECRET\HY FOR lVI!xEs: Experience has 
pwbably taught them that this is right. 

Mr. 1\ IJ',;:,TAKLEY: It is onlv fair that 
the Government should indicate 1vhcn these 
double days are likely to take place. It 
1 ould be unfair allcl unjust to have three 
double days in one week. If they would 
indicate that the double clavs 1\·ould take 
plac.'· on Tuesdays a.nd 'J.1hul:sdavs, it cer­
tainly would be an adyantagc not only to 
hon. m0mbers on this side of the House but 
10 ev-ery hon. member. 

l\llr. JOl\ES (Paddington): Although it is 
Jlloro >Yastu of time to rise and oppose the 
JHot.ion or m·en debate it, I intend to oppose 
liouble sittings for health reasons, if for no 
other reason. I am of the opinion that 
~itting fro1n 10 o'clock in the n1orning till 
10 o'ciock in !he evening is much too great 
a strain on hon. 1ncmber.s, especia-lly \vhen 
\YO have other \York to pcrforn1. Two \Vrongs 
do not make a right. I believe that the 
{}overnnwnt adopted very reasonable hours 
'or this Parliament when they decided to sit 
from half-past 2 o'clock in ihe afternoon 
Pntil half-past 9 o'clock in tho nening. That 
fact g.o.,vo rnembcrs a1uplB tim.o in the morn­
ing to attend to their corre:;pondencP and 
umduct their inicnicws with the various 
departnwnts. 

The TREASURER: It gi-.-cs the hon. member 
frn· Bowen plenty of time. 

l\Ir. JONES: We know that the Govern­
ment will do just what they want, as we did 
when \YO occupied the Treasury benches. 
This gi-ccs us the opportunit:' of raising the 
tltt,·Ai-c~l of parliarnoutary refor1n. One hon. 
ll•cmbcr stated that, if Parliament met c,ulier 
ill the vcar and transacted the business of 
the cou~1try i11 a reasonable tirne on each 
,iltiug day, \Ye could get through our busi­
ness without many of these limitations being­
placed on hon. members, and far better than 
when we have a rush session, compelling 
members to work twelve hours a day. That 
i' not conducive to the good government of 
the country. That is why I oppose double 
sittings. I opposed double sittings when we 
instituted them. 

cvlr. KELSO: The majority rules. 

Mr. JONES: It is desirable that Parlia­
ment should meet earlier so that the work 
to be placed before hon. members can be 
despatched before the hot months. The Go­
vernmcmt should indicate to the House the 
number of days per week on which they 
intend to ha vc double sittings. 

=1frs. LO:\'GMAK (Bulimba): I do not rise 
to oppose this n1easurc, because I am con­
vinced that the Pre1nior wou!d 110t have con­
sidered its introduction had ho not been 
fJcrfcctly sati~fied that it was nece~''>ary. 1 
• ould, however, like to offer a little advice 
to hon. momL'ers, if I may be allowed to do 
'"" wrthout Lemg- accused of lccturin!; 
them. Looking at it from the woman's point 
of Yiew, and ~rPaking as ono who is n~w tc 
parliamentary work, I have been struck Ly 
lhe waste of time that goes on here. 
GOVERN3IE~T MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mrs. LOJ'\G~:; AN: May I a.,k hon. mcm· 
burs opposit ', if they are so much against 
<·xtra sitting- hours, to hurry on the business 
a. little, which is only comrLon Cll'C'' 

Smce I have been in this Chamber, I have 
noticed over a11 .. 1 over again that irrelevant 
lilatter is imrodnced into a debate simply, 
1 t. aiJP8nrs to rnc, for the sake of delayine;; 
the busines's. The hon. member for Padcling­
t on suggests that, for health reasons, we 
clwuld not cit from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m. Of 
course, ,,·omen arc used k) long hours, hi!U 

tlrey do not fool that it is likely to injure 
!heir health '' t all to keep on for the length 
of time propooed-which would bo an exceed­
ingly short day for many of them. 1f hon. 
members opposit<J will speak on every subjec;; 
and discuss things which are quite irrelevant 
to the subjrect under discussion, then thre 
Ci-overnmcnt are obliged to take extra, tin1e 
u got through the business. I intend to 
c upport the motion, because I feel that it i' 
n~'ccs.,mry in the circurnst.anres. 

GOVERX:VIE~T MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC IN­
STRUC'II0:\1 (Hon. R. M. King, Logan): 
l'erhaps the 01oposition are entitied to tho 
courtesy of <1 ftljlv, and r have no hesitation 
in giving them one. It is intensely amusing 
to he:1r hon. members < ,Jposite protestmg 
r.gainst sontethir,f:; that has been the practic; 
for years and that was initiated by themselves. 
The hon. rr1c1nber for Brisbane inquired a.s 
Lo the reasons which prompted the Govern­
ment to take tho present action. The reasons 
"re similar to those which prompted his 
Government to do likewise. We want to get 
through the busine:;.,~ in a reasonable tirne, 
l'lla it will dcp0nd entirely upon hon. mem­
bers opposite whether double sittings aro 
".tually hel:l. H may be that tliere will be 
no double s1ttings; but that is dependent on 
hen. membero opposite. The hon. member 
for Bo1vcn protesb against the motion, sayin,s 
t!:at he has no time to do his other parlia­
mc·ntary work, and he remarl<ed on the 
'' ,~ avo of i11sa1jty," as he called it, \vhich 
lm·c come over Parliament. 'Well, the people 
of Queens la '1d will be able to judge of tho 
iic>anity of hon. members opposite when the:r 
find that these hon. mmnbers arc eonvictecl 
out of their own mouths, seeing that they 
did what we propose to do now. What about 
the insanity that prevailed in years gone by? 

l\lfr. CooPER: Why pick up the insanity 
nnd co·ntinue it? (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTION: The hon. member for Bow{lu 

Hon. R. JJ.f. King,J 
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brought the matter up. If he like3 to coh­
demn the Government on that ground, then 
ir. is for the people of Queensland to say 
whether he is right or wrong. \\' e realise 
that it is not advisable to have double sittings 
if they can be avoided, because the best 
results cannot be achieved under those cir­
cumstances; but at the same time the cxigen· 
cies of thP timE'S mav demand that course, 
which will be dictated in every instance by 
the reasonableness or otherwise of hon. 
members oppoeite. 

Reference has been made to the late date 
at which Parliament has been summoned to 
meet--

Mr. COLLINS: Isn't that quite true? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO:-J: I admit it is true; but I 
want to tell the hon. member that it was 
absolutely unavoidable by r"ason of the fact 
that, when the Government took office, they 
found such an unholy mess that th0y required 
time to find out exactly "here they stood. 
The delay could not be rwoid0d. Howe·,er, 
I do not desire to delrr v matters. If we 
can avoid double sittings; we shall do so; 
and it depends entirely on hon. membero 
opposite \\ hether it is necessa1::v to have 
double sittings or not. 

Question (llr. King's motion) put and 
pa"sed. 

J~.LTERATIO~ OF BUSI:l'i"ESS-P APER. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

S'l'RUCTI0N (Hon. R. M. King, T-ouun), by 
consent, without. notice, in mo'<ing-~ 

"That the order of this House for the 
furthE'r consideration in Committee on 
Tuesda v next of the Babinda State 
Hotel Sale Bill be J"cscinded, and that 
the Bill be placed on the bminess-paper 
for this da;r "-

said: L'nfort.unatcly, the resumption of the 
Committee was placed on the business-pape1· 
for " Tuesday next.," whereas in the ordinarv 
course of event~ it should have been plac~ ·-l 
on the busine,s-sheet for tho next sitting day. 
\Ve do,ire to hrwe the Bill on the busine8'­
shect to-day. \V c arc not going on with it 
straight away, bnt. it will be gone on with 
before we reach Supply. 

Mr. Kmw.m: Are you going to make it 
Order No. 4? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Probably Order No. 2. 
Que~tion stated. 
Mr. KIRWAN (Bri.< 1){(ne): Mr. Spe"lker-­

The SPEAKER : Order ! 1'here can be 
no debate on this motion. 

Question put and passed. 
Mr. COLLlNS: Entirely wrong-misleading 

the Hou&u. 

The SPEAKER : Did the hon. member 
sf1y that the !:llJcmker was entirely \\ rong? 

Mr. COLLINS: l'\o, Mr. Speaker. I said 
that the proceedings were entirely wrong. 

MINING TRUST LIMITED AGREKYIE.:\T 
RATIFIC.-\.TION BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
K A. Athcrton, C'hillauor): There is very 
lit.tlu to add to what I stated at the initia­
tory stage of this Bill ; but, for the infor-

(Hon. R. M. King. 

mation of hou. members, I should like to 
place before the House some details in 
elaboration of the information that has been 
furnished already. It will be agreed. I am 
sure, by a majority of hon. members, if not 
by every hon. member of the Assembly, 
that a tract of mineral-bearing country snch 
as Lawn Hill, which has been prospected irt 
a more or lE'ss desultorv sort of wav for a 
period of year,, sholll<f not be allowed to· 
become dorniant again, with little or no 
prospect of revival in the ordinary cour·,c 
of events. Therefore, any offer for a 
g·cological test of that area in a sYstematic 
manner for minerals should be received with 
serious consideration, and I think ohould be 
greeted by hon. memben with open arms. 
Such an offer has been made, and it is pr0-· 
po·scd to give prospecting right,, ovC'r flll area 
of approximately 100.000 acres, most of which 
is contained in the Burkctown mineral field. 
An agreement has accordingly been Pnt·?red 
into to prO\-idc for certain rights ancl privi­
leges being granh~d, vYith {'Onditjons attached 
thereto, as set out in the agreement. Tbe 
Bill pro,·idcs for the ratification of that 
agreement. 

The next quec tion is as to the bona fides 
of thr. co1npany or the people co::1corr..cd in 
this vcr.ture. l Wlls qtw•'1 ioned by bon. mem­
bers opposite the. other clay as to who m­
\vhat constituted the .Miuing Trust. I wa.; 
very 1nue:h &nrpriscJ, c;:;pccially with the­
interjections of the hon. member for 
vVarrego, which, to my way of thinking. 
were not at all complimentary to the l\Iining 
Trust. I was very rnnch surprised at tlw 
o.llusions made by the hon. membr,r, more 
so coming from him than from a.ny otho1· 
hon. 1nen1bcr in tht House, in so far a:; l1 
appr:~rs to me quite conclusively that the­
ban. mcn1bcr just allo"\vs his consciPlH o to 
play "ducks and drakes" ,,·ith horn. Yon 
cannot express it more fayourably-in othel" 
words, he not onh- allows but prompts his 
con~cicnce to run " hot and cold " to s" · t tilt­
occasion. One day he is right up to boiling 
tJoint and tlw next morning f1way down below 
zero. 

Mr. BEDFORD: And then he suppresses 
something in a Staie document. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
has been the case with the hon. member for 
Wan·cgo in this instance. As I said previ­
cusly, he should be the last individual to 
object to this Bill from what I might term 
a special angle. I darosay you will remem­
ber, Mr. Speaker, that it is only a matter 
of a few weeks since that the hon. member 
for \Van·ego was running around the district 
squealing like an injured pig, for the simple 
reason that there were a certain number of 
leases held by certain individuals which 
happened t0 be under option to a company 
called the Mount Isa Company. 

Mr. BEDFORD (1Varreuo): Mr. Speaker, 
if this statement is re]eyant to the Bill-­
which it is not-l presume that I can also 
review the whole matter. 

Mr KBRR: Wait till it comes along. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
quoting Mount Isa to show that it is the 
people who ·are running l\1ount Isa who 
want to launch out in a big way at Lawn 
Hill. As I was saying. these leases were 
held by certain individuals who had given 
an option to a company which was either 
formc·d or controlled by the hon. member for 
\Yarrcgo. From what I could read in the-
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press. the hon. member for vVarrego seemed 
to protest most vigoromly and resent those 
areas having been declared forfeited. For 
ihe information of the House, I think it 
would be wise to allow hon. members to 
know why those areas were declared for­
feited, to show that these people ab Lawn 
Hill are not asking for very much more or 
any more than previously granted to the 
hon. member for Vvarrego without even ask· 
ing for it. 

Mr. l3EDFORD; Pa:ving rent. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There 
is a certajn lHln:ber of those loases-I have 
them here. and I will just quote certain of 
t.hem. \Ve will take No. 2608, which w<b 
taken up on 7th February, 1924. As hon. 
1nembers are nll aware, cortain labour condi­
tions have to be complied with within a 
Rpeeified time. 

Mr. BEDIORD: Not by me. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If 
those conditions are not complied with, the 
]and is liable to forfeiture. Although the:, 
hold that land for considerably over five 
rears--

Mr. BEDFORD: They did not. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\III="'ES: They 
only applied for exemption on two occasions. 
'l'hoy got exemption for nine months. The 
onlv work done on that leas0 was a trench 
2 feet deep and 30 fe,,t long-probably a 
man would do it in two clays-&till they were 
allow~d to hold that land for five yea·rs. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You know that is not true, 

ThE' SEC'RETARY FOR MINES: Some 
were worse. Take ="os. 2488 and 2489. 
Both were taken up in 1923. No. 2489 w:ts 
under optjon to this company that is appa­
rcnt1y controlled by the hon. member for 
\Yarr-cgo, but it never had the courtesy even 
to apply for exemption. It held it in the 
,·icinity of six years. 

::vir. BEDFORD: It did not. It never heU 
it for six months. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: So fal' 
as the evidence I can get goes, there has neve·r 
been one pennypiBce spent on that area. It 
seems that that individual who the other da;· 
protested against this area being givon eo 
the Mount Isa Company--

Mr. CoLLINS: You are not diseub3ing this 
BilL The same latitude should be allowed 
to other hon. members. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: ThB 
hon. member -does not show the House that 
he has any hotter grip of his subject than a 
blind mulP has of grammar. (Government 
laughter.) These people are applying fo-r a 
concession, but they want to be safeguarded, 
as it vverc, against the "go-getting" pro­
moter-against what I term the " kerbstone " 
prospectors, who claim that they are legiti­
mate prospectors, but who on a mining 
field we term " stool pigeon " prospectors. 
They sit on the stools of the most noted 
hotels waiting for a man to come along with 
a few pounds to spend, and when anybody 
of that type comes along they are down on 
him like a hawk and try to get him to 
speculate his mone:v before they have proved 
the proposition. This trust wants to avoid 
that. It does not want to be almost black­
mailed into paying huge sums of money for 
the right to work certain areas of land. 

I do not know, Mr. Speake•·, whether you 
are aware of it, but what happened m the 
case of Mount Isa is what prompted these 
people first of all, to declare that they 
would not do anything until they were 
granted a concession to safeguard their 
interests in the event of their discovering 
anything that was valuable enough to do it.. 
In th<> case of Mount Isa there was a com. 
pany called the Mount Isa Proprietary Com­
pany, and after a certain time, when the 
Mount Isa Mines Limited wanted to br<tnch 
out on a larg·e scale-and it is only b:v 
branching out on a largo scale in the•e areas, 
that it is possible to make both ends meet-­
what did they discover? When they wanted 
to get a little more land in order to enablt' 
them to branch out on the magnitude they 
de,ired, thBy had to give no less a sum than 
125,000 one pouncl share" in Mount Isa to 
Mount Isa Proprietary Company that was 
formed by the hon. member for Warrego. 
(Opposition intNjections.) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Witl:in 
a verv short pe·riod that company disposo<l 
of its "shares for no less a sum than £125,000. 

Mr. BEDFORD: 1'\o. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is to 
avoid a recurrence of ,uch incidents as that 
that these people haYe been forced to come 
to fhe Government to safeguard their 
interests, because I think every sane-minded 
individual in Queensland recognises the 
value to the State of Queensland of havin;;· 
Mount Isa opened up in a manner in wbich 
it is proposed to open it up. 

I think everyone will agree that Mount 
Isa is one of the biggest mining ventures 
ever undertftken in Queensland, and it will 
be an incentive to other people to launch 
out elsewhere in a similar direction. It is 
hut a short time since the Mount Isa field 
supported an odd " gauger " here and there; 

but to-day the field is supporting 
[11.30 a. m.] in the vicinitJ· of 3,000 people. 

over 1,100 being on the pay-sheet 
of the company. Mount Isa is a very valu­
able asset to the State of Queensland to-day, 
and we should endeavour to encourafTe those 
people to speculate their money rather than 
attempt to harass them. These people do 
not wish to be held up when they discover 
a payable field by legitimate prospecting 
methods and be compelled to find £125,000 
to buy out people in the Lawn Hill district, 
as was the case in the Mount Isa disteict. 
I am led to believe that the hon. member 
for \Yan·ego got no less a sum than £40,00{) 
out of the £125,000 paid for the l\lount Isa 
Propridary Ltcl. That was his share out 
of that little deaL I merely mention that 
to give a clear conception of the position to, 
those who may not be able to appreciate the 
rcgeon why this concession should be 
granted. It is t.he wish of these people that 
they shall not be held up again in thi' 
manner. 

At another stage of the Bill I was asked 
a question relating to the constitution of th<> 
Mining Trust Ltd. It is an international 
company, formed in London and controlled 
by Englishmen. It was formed last year to 
acquire, amongst other things, all the assets, 
outside Russia of the Russo-Asiatic Con­
solidated Ltd. There are over 20,000 sh>Jre· 
holders in the Mining Trust Limited, which 

Hon. E. A. Atherton.] 
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has an authoris·'d capital of £6,000,000, a 
subscribed capital of £4,500,000, £1,000,000 
in reserve, and £500,000 under option. The 
Mining Trust Limited purchased and paid 
fm 847,690 shares in the Mount lea Corn· 
pany, and has e.n option OYer a further 
194,195 shares in that company. At the 
present time it is financing the Mount Isa 
Company to the extent of a further £1.000,GOO 
for equipment. I do not think anyone can 
qncstion the bona ftdes of the Mining Trust 
Limited. ,\s hon. member;; know. the 
chairman of directors is Mr. Leslie Urqu­
hart. I think most hon. members haYe met 
that gentleman. and eYeryonc will a.;ree 
that it is a pity that we do not have more 
men of the ty"po of Mr. Urquhart casting 
their eyes in the direction of Quepnsland. 
If we had half a dozen Mr. Urqnharts to 
come 'dong and do for Queensland what Mr. 
Grqnhart is tryin? to do, then everything 
in the gal'don would look a lot brighter than 
it. is to~day. !~he compan~v is asking for a 
five-years opt10n over 100,000 acres, with 
the right to prospect in that area. The con­
ditions are that the tru··t shall spend 
£10,000 prospecting tho area r.ithin the 
first tweh-e months, and that during the next 
four :;·cars, if it <1ecides to go ,.011 with the 
,·cnture, it shall spend a fnrther £80,000. 
That is, it is boun<1 to spend £100,000 in the 
flr- t five years if it rc":olYCS to proceed ·with 
tll'c ,·enture. I have seen the hohlors of th•' 
lPascs already held there. They r.ro all 
properly secured. 

J\fr. COLI~INS : lio\1 many are thoro? 

Tb SEf'EETARY FOR MINES: There 
arc fiftv-ujno leases. 'I'hoso fiftv-nino leases 
are all under option to tho Minin-g Trust, and 
had boon so for ·a considcrab1c P''riod prior 
to thj·. agrer;Hc-nt. L<}ing llr'Ll,Wl1 up. During 
I he period of i!s option on'r those 100,000 
acru it wiil be ils duty to l"'Y the 'ent on 
tho fiHy-nino lco -;es fm· the p<•riocl of ftve 

lVIr. KIRWAK: And not on any othLr part. 

The SECIU':TARY FOR MINES: No, 
Eot on any other part. To he exact, the 
trust will pay the runt on 779 acres; but, 
,bould it decide during any period of this 
flye years not to go on with tho Yenturc, 
thosn leasr•s v.'i.ll revert to the original 
holders. It will be suen !hat these holders 
arc amply prc tooted against exploitation of 
any kind. As hon. n1ernbcrs are a\vare, the 
La \Yn Fiill field \\as originall~y discovered iu 
1887. Since then the field has been worked 
;, a more or h-- haphazard fashion. 
~(Gauger"~" have since been working there. 

ndc:7.vour1ng to earyo out a living. ~ome of 
thorn did make an existence, hut_ as I pre­
vion,ly stated on the floor of this House, the 
-~.L.y ~las cc:rno when \Ve must go in for the 
deYclopment of these fields on a larger and 
l:rln{'h n1oro syst.eJnatic way than has ever 
boon attomp+0d bdore in Qucenslar,d. 

Mr BEDFORD interjected. 

J\Ir. F.JJ•' ARDS: \Vas Caningtou one of 
y cmr partners in that big deal? 

:\fr. BEDFORD: I -\'dll ic1l ~·on ::;onlL'thing 
directly. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: During 
1he last few years Yery little work of any 
descrintion has been done at Lawn Hill. In 
fact, ~for 1928 not one ounce of ore was 
t!t'spatched from the field. That shows that 
the fteld was really lying dormant. I think 
I am right in saying that for 1927 the amount 

[Hon. 1tJ. A. ;ltherton. 

of ore dc3patched from the fiel.d ,, a- 247 tons 
only. 

Mr BEDJ'ORD: Due more to the price of 
lead ·than to anything else. 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. member for \Varrego keeps on inter­
jecting abuut the class of prospector. 

Mr. l3EDF0RD: I said that the fall in the 
price of lead was rc_,ponsiblc for tho field 
not h·"ing \Yorked. 

Tho SECRET~"\RY FOR 1\H:'\:ES: Per­
harJs the only occasion when the hon. mem­
Uer for \V :trrego resolved to do any real pros~ 
pe:~~ting on hitt o-..vn account ·was one night 
,:·hen he and a gentlcrnn,n na1ned :!\1r. Car­
rington w0ro together, but, when Jnorning 
broke, !he hon. member for W:urcgo v.as 
1nis-iing frmn 1Ir. Carrington's tent. 

Jl,ir. BEDI'ORD: That is <cs true as other 
statements made by you. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
was !ho onlv occasion on which !he hon. 
mtmber for \Yarrego h<Ls, to my knowledge, 
done anything like wh<tt I call legitimate 
prospcd.ing. 

1\lr. Cor.r.I~~~: 'l_1cll us SDnwthing about 
clause 5. 

!lir. li:D'SAllDS: It is said tb:tt he ran like 
a <ker that night. (Laughter.) 

l\Tr. BFTLER: Ho r•ut up a record for 100 
yards. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Clause 
5 reads-

" It is a!so h<,rcbv declared that !he 
union of anv leases u as set forth in sec~ 
tion fmty-tw"o of the Mining Act of 1898, 
which may be taken up and acquired 
}Jlll'fl.lHtnt to clause six of the said £\grec­
mcnt, f.hall at the option of the company 
be approved, which ar--prov&l 'hall be 
<?ranted ::-.ubjt'Ct to the proYi, lons of 
the ,aid section forty-two of the l\fining 
Act of 1898." 

There is nothing additionctl inscrto,j there. 
Nothing at all is beillg put O><>r the people. 
The terms of that chwso arc the ex:1ct terms 
of !ho li1inirg Act. The trust is prepared to 
B bide by what is in the Mining Act, which 
pro1 ides that two adjoining leas0s 1nay be 
UlJited. lion. n1cmbers need haYe ·~·o con­
cern, therefore, that thl~ cornpallY .Jo8·,· not 
realiJe its obligations. 

Tho principal reason for giving this con­
ce,sion is that it has been realised that 
La1vn Hill has never been a ''poor man;~ 
show." It is a mining fleld which hn3 
appeared to me to be incapable of develop­
ment unle- s considorablo capital wa' intro­
duced. becuuso it is of no advantage to tht~ 
individual or to the State to continue th<o 
exploitation of that field by men whose 
capital is only £200 or £300, which y, ould 
in all probability be lost. The Gcvunment 
realice that Lawn Hill 'will remain dor· 
m ant for a very considerable period unles<" 
capital is introduced, and that has prcmvted 
the making of the agreement now being dis­
cussed. That agreement will he mo t bon'c­
f'tcial not only to the district concerned bat 
to tho "-hole of Queensland. \Vo realise the 
[l'C.' t Yalue of Mount I sa not only to Que,ms­
land hut to Australia. For example, a coll­
siderahle quantit~· of machinery has been 
required for operations there. Uemcnt and 
timber also have been required, some d 
\vhich-I say, unfortunately-ha., beeu 
obtained from the other States. 

JYir, Jmms: Cement? 
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The SPEAKER : Order ! Order 1 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MINE'S: In 
1000 ~ 
build 
that at 
\vcre on Lawn 
],ad this 

a low-grade proposi-

OPPOSITION :':lll!~A!BER : It 

The SECHETARY FOH MIKES : So it 
"· from what has boon proved 
i lw are small; and it 
possible to make a payable 

all these lodes are united 
on a large This field is a 
horn 
miles miles 
irem teeminus of the line from 

Mount Outhbert. It will 
that it will require a 

of canital to work Lawn Hill 
on a scale as· to enable tho company 
V> pay for the long transit. 

I do not intend to labour the question. I 
am sure that most hon. members will 
welcome the Bill with open arms as I did. 
I trust that no concern will be caused me 
as to whether it will the House 
or not. I expoct Bill go through 
with•Jut any opposition. I beg to move--

" That t"he Bill be now read a second 
time.'' 

1929-2 X 

Mr. ,TONES: Caucus did not throw out the 
S<tiDE' provision in the Petroleum Act. I have 
yet to learn that the Laboetr Partv stands 
for any restriction in the development of the 
State. \:Vhen I introduced a Bill in 1927 to 
amend the Petroleum Act of 1923, I laid 

Mr. Jones.] 
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down the principle of 
geophysical survey of 
prior to testing by deep 
1927 Act-and a,nnr<w<;n 
me remind the 
we; laid down 

miles for a 
geophysically 

to taking 

f::?ncouraQ'e 
1 do not say 
like Gympi0, or) so 
cm·ned. at Roma 
thing has been 
principle to 
our far-away 
larger than that 
Mining Act. 

Mr. BEDFORD interjected. 

The TJJ.EASURER : There IS evidently '" 
breach in the party. 

Mr. JONES: There is no breach in the 
party, but we are broad-minded 
mod we dilfe1· many subjects. 
the Petroleum certainly 
wide enough for who 
out a case. it 
done under 

· it could not 
the Mi,ning 
bemg none. 
mining lease of 150 acres. 
for which anyone may 
su~ge3ting-.-I ho.ve conSJ.uc"·uu 
senouslv-that we 
careful~ eons)-deration 
in the Mining 
similar to this, 
llot liave to 

At 11.55 a.m., 

arc 
an area 160 

practically every 
at Lawn Hill. 
xound the 
registered 65 
acres w-ould not cover 
one of thoe" who are opposed to the rati­
fication of this agreement, which will permit 
of the ''xpcmditurc of hig c-apital, and will 
help those who wish to develop that por­
tion of the State. The Lawn Hill ore 
has gone as high as 90 per cent. lead, as 
I pointed cut a few days ago. Some of it is 
a bit low in silver values, but it is very 
rich lead ore. The reason for one of my 
missions to Lawn Hill-I took a geologist 

[Mr. Jones. 

the staff with me-was to 
Hill oro for smelting at 

were successful in making armngements 
that purpose. I loa,ned £1,500 to 

person to. enable him to purchase a 
tractor to cart the ore to Burketown; 
although the ore showed such high 
as 70 per cent., 80 per cent., or 90 per cent. 
load, it did not pay because the 
tion and lighterage charges to 
Chillagoe killed The only 
Lawn Hill will of Yalue to 
and tho mining community will 
expendituro _of very large capital, 
on the :1\eld, am.! by building a 
But that is another question. It may come 
up again, anrl it may be debated whether 
the railway ehould go from Burketowu or 
from :Mount ls8, through Camooweal. Again 
I sav that we personally know the Mount 
Isa Company. The Minister has given us 
the names of the trust, for which we were 
justified in asking, because we want to 
do things with our eyes open. We know 
Mr, Urquhart and the wonderful develop­
ment tha,t has taken pl-ace at Mount lsa, 
and hail him with delight, We know 
that has done some work for 
land, and probably some go0d for the 
overseas whom he represents, 

[12 noon] 
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mates; 
to put 

one person wr-nt out and 
up the whole of the anea. 1t ·,·ms 
stage that the Government inter­

and the small man benefited thereby. 
small holders did a certain amount of 

prospecting work, and, after they nad 
developed a lode or opened out a lode, they 
gave ::tn option over their leases and 
aily the leases passed into the hands ··me 
big concern that could develop the property. 
It is a good thing that that has been eo. 

be a to-day-t}w 
with m•l 

Clause 4 of the Bill reads-

the hope that he 
some informatwn 
through. 

to 

Act of 1898." 

give hon. members 
the Bill goes 

declared that 
forth in 

Act of 
up and 

A_s 

of the said agree­
of the com;;>any 

approval shall be 
provisions of the 

fm+v .• t.o.u-, of the Mining 
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are 
except as 

Isa has 
ewept the 

Hill has a 
supply and is beautiful 

l am in the House I shall 
speak against the development 

which is my native State. If 
we are to populate Queensland as it should 
be populated, then it will be done only 
through the mining industry. Mining will 
he the forerunner of land settlement in that 
area. As the hon. member for Bewen 

[Mr. Jones. 

of the best land in Queensland 
on the Gregory RiYer and on 

Within 17 miles of Mount Isa 
good sheep and grazing country 

splendid agricultural country, and 
it to bo my duty, as one member 

Assembly, to support Bill and 
we get into Committee I probably 
some suggestions for improving the 

agreement. 
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230 feet 
\'li'ay of 
charitably 
having done 
proved that thow was '"m••u11r 
tons of ore for every 100 
Mount Isa Minrs, Limited. 
The time was up and we had 

[4 OcTOBER.] Agreement Ratification BiU. 

[12.30 p.m.] 

manent-way. I met 
Mount Isa Mines, and 
by the Railway Departmr·nt 
to come over to the cast YOUr 

cmnmenced our 
on advice of Mr. 
L'unstan, and if you. 

works. We have 
survev of 
Saint'/ 

Mr. Bedford. 
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movements. as in the main Is<J. belt has 
eilver-!C'ad ·ore in some of the outc~ops, 
and has rnan.Y peculiarities in com1non 
with the main c1eposits. Probably the 
influence of the main or channel will be 
more pronounced on the east and west 
of the positions of the main lode, which 

highly ore-bearing, and the situation 
the leases on the east side are in a 

position opposite to the rich Beech Rock 
area. and incomparable in position with 
the Ibus-Blaok Star belt on the west side. 
'There will undoubtedly be ore va.lues in 
the Lonisa group, not only in the hard, 
conspicuous ironstone and ribbon-stone 
outcrops, but in the intermediate soft 
shales between these, which in other parts 
of the field have proved te be highly 
mineral-bearing. 

'' Prospecting the ground w:ith a dia­
mond drill seems to be the [,est means 
of testing the lodes for values." 

tenner 
was holding 

could say that she was a pr·osped•or, 
hs,dv knows she would 

>~as done in the way of a consolidation. 
Jn the case of this area, when Draper, I 
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the advisability of confining the 
of these people to where they are 

at present. 
Mr. KELSO : One would 

nftcr liste·ning to hon. member 
Warrego, that he was sorry he did 
in on this deal as he did on the other 

Mr. BEDFORD: I 
I would not 

KELSO: The late Secretary for 
reasonable speech, and I 

on mining matters always 
reasonable. 

Mr. BRASSIKG'rON: He is more rcasonabl0 
than you arc. 

='vir. KELSO: It 
n1o. The hon. 
delivered a 
The hon. 
sot on 

Mr. BEDFORD: IIavc you got a pain? 

I don't want you to think 

leatJes. 
l:v1r. BEDFORD: So far this 1s 1tO hangiEg 

matter. 
: rrhe sting of l1l:V spct>ch will 

Mr. Bed-

Mr. Ke~so.] 
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Mr. BEDFORD: I blush at my own modera­
tion. 

Yl:r. KELSO · The 

up 

to hold his tongue, 
opens his mouth he gives 

a little more to say. 

Mr. BEDFORD: £250,000. 

The SPEAKER : Ordc••· 

[Mr. Kelso. 

JYir. BEDFORD: I do not know an:·thing 
abont him. 

:.1r. JoKES: Ho was a reost hon·cucabl<e 
1nan. 
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assets. 
t<JmcrrRn : That is untrue. The liqui-­

closed. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

KELSO: The 
for the amount 

still exists. 
;\i[r, BEDFORD: They appealed. 

M.r. KELSO: There were no assets. 

amount. 
VI! ell, you cannot. 

Thcc hon. 
to make out 

a hove bom··d. 
:Mr. BEDFORD: So it is. 

Mr. KELSO: For my part I consider it 
is one of the biggest scandals in the history 
of Queensland. 
GOVERNMEN~' MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

ever 
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear 

713 
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in the report, will realise how careful we 
were .. _Having worked for. twenty-five years 
at mmmg myself, I can cla1m to know some­
thing about mining. I therefor0 realised the 
importance of obtaining the estimates we 
secured from Mr. Dunstan before making our 
report. Later on we journeyed from JY1ount 
Isa to Lawn Hill. We made a very close 
examination of the field. I have just stat-ed 
that this proposal is something new to the 
Australian Commonwealth, but I realise 
what a fiek! develop there. In 

the commission 
field at Lawn 
boundaries or 

went rJght into the 
to Borroloo. 

·took 
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says--

to make is that in this 
over to a comnanv cer­

ourselves reaily 'know 
I am not in 

or the 
know 

Mr. CoZUrw l 
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On page 35, Mr. Ball says--

surface, con­
quantity of 

likely locate 
has been 

carbon is of 
be little doubt. 
seam we li:now 

quoted else­
be of high 

in gas­
and 

smelt-

the shows that 
to-day are ex­

'1-No. I am asking 
geological survey of this 

The longitudinal folds 
sometimes continue for only 
and sometimes for several 

In tho Lilydale mine the 
a depth of 50 ft., while 

single fold--they are 
still in it. On the 
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'·\Vas that a pa-~·abk proposition?~-

1-vay. 

that the debate has not been kept 
I have adopted. It has drifted 

channels. I want to say in reg<~rd 
to other channels that, so far as I 
am ooncerned--and I can speak for the party 
"''" a whole--we stand for clean transactions 
a" a party. Hon. mCJmbers can rest assured 

Mr. BRASSIKGTON: rrhey are no vvon~e than 

KERR : The disclosures made 
connected with this 
that the disclosures 
present Opposition. 

Mr. HAXLO;-.;: What? 

Mr. KIRWAN (Jirisban,•): I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member for 
~~noggera in order in suggesting that the 
hon. member for Paddington prostituted his 
high office? · 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member for 
Enoggera is not in order, and I ask him to 
withdraw. 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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Mr. 
of order. Mr. 
of the Federal 
Deputy Leader. 

What I intended 
not altogether in 

hon. member for Pad­
Leader of the Federal 

a point 
Leader 
rs the 

The SPEAKER : Order ! There rs no 
point of order raised by the hon. member 
for Bowcn. It is not out of order to refer 
to anyone who has not a seat in this Parlia­
ment. 

Mr. JONES : Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to a point order. admit that I have 
purchased shares in different mines, but I 
want to know from the hon. member for 
Enoggera the name of the syndicate to "hich 
he refers. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. KERR: The name has already been 
given by the hon. member for Nundah. In 
addition to Mr. Theodore and Mr. McCor­
mack, the ex-Premier of this State, we have 
thB name of i\ifr. A. J. Jones. 

Mr. J O='iES : You can see all that in my 
income tax returns. 

Mr. BEDFORD : You desire more 

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We know 
over l,OCIO shares. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! There is no 
point of order in the matter raised by the 
hon. member for W arrego. 

[Mr. Kerr. 

Mr. BEDFORD: They never did. I did. 

KERR: The option was exercicwd by 
company. 

Mr. BEDFORD· I exercised the optioil. 

Mr. KERR: You exercised it on he ha :r 
of tho company. 

Mr. BEDYORD: I exercised -it perscna11v 
(Interruption.) 

The SPEAKElt : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. KERR: Xow we are 
things. What transpired? 
crux of the whole thing. 
of which Mr. McGormack was 
or, if Premier, he was in 
at the as well as the Hon. 
who was for J\llines--

Do you a membc:· 
? You '-".'as not n 

Don't put words mY 

Mr. BEm'ORD interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ' 

GovERNMENT NlE~1BERS: :Hear, boar! 

l\1:r. KERR You will have it. 

Mr. 
paid 
gera 
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Mr. BEDFORD: Quite mislcadmg. 

Mr. KERR: true. YoH 
CR,nnot sidetrack in regard 
that. Having position 
dearly--

BEDFORD: Quite cleCLrly, but untruth· 

KERR : I shall put 
There were 

No. 2: 
took over six 

Mr JONES: You said Mungana. 

Mr. KERR: I be? pardon-Mount Isa. 
Mr. BEDFORD: There is no milk in it. 
The ATTOL>NEY-GENERAL: There is milk in 

tile cream of the 40,000 shares that you got l 
Mr. KEHR: No. 3: On terms the hon. 

member for \V arrego obtained ~n option for 
company, the Mount Isa Proprietary Silver 

Liimted, fm ~ total of £17,500; No 4: 
nAm•oonn exorcised its option 'ln 12th No­

; No. 5: Four days afterwards a 
passod in this House--being pushed 

all its in da. v-·a u thorising 
a to Mount Isa. 

Do you say the railway 
been built? 

This is what I 
had w 

'!'hero is JJO point there ! 

is not very 
I would ask 

to stick more 
the House. 

Mr. KERR (Eno(Jqera): I have no desire 
to transgress the rules, Mr. Speaker, and I 
will try to keep within the b?tmds of your 
instruction There rs another rmportant fac­
tor which ·I wish to mention. It is an out-

~-ta.uc(ing that this Btato of 
should have permitted to operate 
Queensland for so long. After the share" 
holders in this company had secured 
i"homands of pounds from thi,; great 
of Queensland, the Commissioner of Taxes 
billed Mr. The<idore, Mr. McCorrr.ack, 
the hon. member for \Varrego and 
colleagues for income tax. 

The lif]uidator of 
shares to meet the 

Mr. KERR: It is all right to make a 
distribution of the funds-the hon .. member 
cannct put that up over here. If the corn­

got the funds, and then distributed 
put t,he liquidator in when 
left, there is another little 

Mr. J$EDFORD: There are 25,000 £1 sh,t.res 
held by the liquidator. 

Mr. KEil;R .' It amounts to the same thing. 
The Comrmssroner of Taxes claimed £11,775 
15s. lOd. 

Mr. BEDF?RD: There nre 25,000 shares bel-d 
by the hqmdator to meet it. 

Mr. KJ£HR: You there are 
io meet iL May I in 1eturn 
never been met to day? 

:Mr. BEDI-ORD: Because it is under appeaL 

Mr. KERR :_ There is a judgment the 
court agarnst this company in existence n.owo 

Mr. BEDFOHD: It is nnder ~ppeaL 

: Not this I ")VCq·n~ 

l\J:r. BEDFORD: TJntrue. 

that has to be 
as a result of this "" rr.,,.,, '"'' 

Mr. Ken·.J 



720 11I ining 'l'Tust Limited 

npon it. 

[Mr. lleTr. 

[ASS:!<JMBLY.] Agreement Ratification Bill. 

IS camouflage. 
charges to-day. 

There are no If 
prospectuses of cam-

you would understand. 

Mr. KIRW AN: The 'statements I make 
and have been previously quoted 

in " Hansard." the official 
You, 'Mr. Speaker, 
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·~~ill recall that, when you spoke on the 
J•:ait :c", you opmed that it was ·not a fair 
thing that I should refer to the political 
n ·cord of the party of those days. I refterrerl 
to th0 record of the political party in thi, 
:'tate that was led by tho late Sir Thoma 
'.iclh,Taith. Did hon. members opposite 
l.<'Ycr hear unything of the steel ;·ails 
· andal? 

The ATTORNEY-GENER.\L: Get right up LO 

datC'. 

:\Ir. KIRW AN: These arc the imlividua!s 
Y:ho profess to be so much hurt, and who 
haYc put up •me of their 1Iinisters to pro­
Yide some very necessary political propaganda 
for a. party that is politically bankrupt and 
which to-day has to face a storm of indigna­
tion without parallPl from the "lectors of 
this Commonwealth. 

::Vir. EDWARDS: Your stocks are Yery lo',:. 

'.ir. KIRW AN: I had to face the i'suc 
at last election, and I was successful at th•· 
poll", in spite of the machinations a1hl 
dirty work of the party now occupying- t h<' 
Treasm·v benches and the Communist. Party 
-the joint directors of th•' campaign tll('n 
"~ g-ainst Labour. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcllLIC IxPTRlTTJOX : 
Answer the charges made to-day. 

:Ylr. KIRW AN: I repeat my previous 
.statement, and, on behalf of the Queensland 
Labour Part:v, v:ould welcome the ceppoint­
~n('r:i of a. Ro-.... al Con11nission. \V l~ inv1t~-' 
hon. m0mbors ·opposite to do their worst. 
\V o know that they will not accept thio 
lnYitation, for they are not ga1nc to do so. 
This dcb:-te to-day has been specially orga­
~:iscd on behalf o£ their Federal Governmc•nt. 

Th-' SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: '\Vhat non­
,;;;,\'nse! 

The ATTORNEY-GENER.\L: {'ornc right up to 
datP. 

'.Tr. KIRWA~: This is onl~- an att,,mpt 
'"' !Johalf of hoa. members opposite to sav•· 
tll2 Federal Govenunent. \vhy. during t))(' 
,. ar they covered their political sins with tl"· 
l"nion Jack! 'I'he:v InaQe an appeal eo 
1Wti011al sentiment. r:t~hey accuo~~d the Labour 
Party of having been in the pa> of Germnny 
and of acceptin 0· Gerrnan g-old. \\-c }HLYt-' 

c'Chibition in this House to-da" tlw 
·which I have l1E-~Yer s.eell dnrinf; rn:y 

-":'L~vPnteo.a years as a r:rwn1bor. 

This is an important Bill v:c arc dealin~· 
Yrit.h. It is one Of the most import,ant trw~l;o;­
actions that has ever been brought bdorc 
the Queensland Parliament. D< .spite that 
fact, its principles haY<l not been touched 
upon hv ono speaker, not C'YC'n the Secrctar_,· 
for :\fines except during the last. ft•w minute" 
of his speech. '·:hen he end"~avourcd to etuc·l­
date its provisions and give ns some necP~­
~a.rv lnforrnatjon. 1.•vith rrgarcl to its main 
p1·ii1eipLs. c 

T!J0 ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The less on '"." 
a \)oUt eh a rges tLc better. 

:\Ir. KIR\V.\1\: I am not going to allow 
the hon. gentlon1an to nutkc charges again-:t 
dw La.bour Partv. If the hon . .ttoutlcrnan 
think-- the.t I am going- to remain silf'nt whf'n 
ehargC>s an~ m ado again ,,t the political hone:;;< 
and integ-rity of the party to ,,-hich I belong. 
then he is mistaken. 

The SECRET\IlY FOR R.ULWAYf': Don't talk 
"tripe"! That is why Mr. Thoodore was 
kicked out of Qucensland-for his dishoncstc'· 

1929-2Y 

Mr. KIRWAN: I arr, not going to talk 
" tripe," betcausc I am not an authority 
on " tripe" like the hon. mcmbt•r who has 
just interjected. 'l'he hon. mcmllel' for Enog­
g·era worked hj1nsel£ into a state of righteous 
in9iguation ... and asked .in a _loud t?n? ~~ 
voiCe. " \\· hy was th:s rc.llWa} omit 1 
Surely thr hon. gentleman must h~vc hean1 
the hon. rr1ember for BrnYcn t~uoting exten­
sively from a. report of the Royctl Commis­
sion on Public Vi;"orb. which comprised also 
two members of the then Opposition in the 
p(}rsons of the hon. rnernbGr for Ea··-t. 'roo­
woomba and the late' hon. m0111ber fm 
Hurneit! The hon. :rnornber :fer Bowe-r 
.stre"Jed the fact-which cannot be too much 
"mpha-.isetl-that the cv•mnission g:tYe seri­
ous and lengthy consideration to that n1atter 
because the proposed raihn1.v \vould go 
throug-h country that WitS practically useless 
for pastoral or ugricnltural )•m·poses. No 
doubt ilw members of that cumrnission had 
in mind the fact that th0v had recommended 
t.he co11strnction of othe1~ railv.~a 1. ~ in areas 
comprising- va!uable l.l·acts of lan"d, and that 
t.hey would rn·obably meet with the criti­
<"isms of thoir colleagues in Parliarnent and 
of the press outsirl£~ in rccornrncnding th0 
propo~al that a railway should be built into 
an area where the land was not so suitable. 

}fr. COLLIKS: Mr. Cm·scr mu do a lengthy 
spr·,ch in favour of the' raih,·av in this 
House. · 

.Mr. KIRvVAN: With a view to testing 
the bona fides of the company and making 
certain that they were seriously intent on 
opening up the miner:1l resources of the 
country. and having J'egrtrd to the fact that 
a railway ,-could be necessary to give the 
company access to the ports and coalfields 
of the State and enable them to carry out 
their huge project, the commission made a 
special recommendation that the {'Olllpany 
should be c.1lled upon, to the e·<tent of £10,000 
per a,nnllm fo,- a period of ten yr:o,rs, to meet 
any lossPo i hat would probably :uise on that 
raih' ay. That propo;al was provided for: 
but a slight modification vvas considered 
rcdvisable bv the lato Government of another 
eondition, f\Ilrl Y'lS given Pffect to by th,, 
present L~overnment, namel:y to ro1novc t!!e 
first mortgage to thco Crown. and to enable 
the company to go on the loan market to 
raiRe the neces5arv amount of ruone-..: 
req Ltired to cxploi't this very valuabl~ 
mineral field. 

Speaking with regard to the measure it­
self--

GovEmDJENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

l\l!r. KIR\Y . .\N: I see no reason why hon. 
1nen1hcrs oppo8ite should be eith'Cr face6ous 
or sarca ,tic. They did not display that 
feeling 'vhen son1e of their colleagues 
indulged in ': mu('k-raking." (Laughter.} 

The ATTORXEY-G>,NERAI.: Plain facts ! 

Mr. KIRWAN: I hear the vacant laugh 
indicative of the vac-ant mind! (Laughter.) 
Some of these people appear to appreciate 
ir.dividuals who get tlown to a level to 
which I trust I shall never descend. I would 
· oonc1· get out of Parliament. If I could 
not attack the policy of my opponents by 
carefully cotL>idcred argumr~nts, then I would 
be conte>nt to :;o down to them in fair debate. 

As indi< ,.tee! hv the hon. member for 
BowPn and other hon. members on this side. 
t.his is onp of the most important proposals 
in regard to mining development that havP 
cyer been placed before any Parliament in 

Mr. Ilirwan.] 
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Australia. The concession is a very cxten~ive 
one. It gives to thie company what 111ight 
be regarded as an exclusive right to nro.,pect 
over ·an area of 100,{)00 acres. That is to 
'ay, when this Bill becomes law. it will 
ratify tho avree(, cnt enterc>d into between 
tlw Secretary for l'.Iines and this company. 
and from that day llO p<'rson, excP[Jt repre-
8entatives of the company, ,,-ill hu nllowc·d 
to prospect in the area indicatc•d in the 
schedule to the Bill. There is certninlv a 
cDndition attached that tlwv must exp(,ncl 
a certain stun of monoy. Alrcttdy r0for~.,.IH_'t.' 
has been made to the amount, which is i11 
the vicinity of £100,COO, spnad over a period 
of years. 'I'hie agreement is adyocated by 
the Secretary for Mines on the ground that 
this mineral belt is incapable of bc•ing 
developed c•rcept by the expenditure of a 
laxge sum of money I reali•·P-un<l I ant 
quite sun• hon. me-mbers who have follo,;-cd 
the n1ining industry of this State for a 
)•eriod of years will realise-that the mining 
industry is in rather an unfortnnat0 position 
to-dav. We knOY'> that some of our gold­
tniniiig areas haYo practically been worked 
out, and, owinf! to the low price of copper, 
lead, and othet· minerals, it was not. profit­
able to work the Clon"uny and ctl1er 
mineral ficids. It is rc.asonablc fo as,uHH' 
that r..o cotnpany is. going to throw money 
down a shaft I\ he11 no return can be 
expected. Ono of the rGtson~ \' 1\\T these 
fields cannot he 'Nor"i-ed at .a profit, ;~ i.hat 
the methods of extraction and the 1naehin(~ry 
found on these copper fields is obsolete. 'l'hn 
result is that thn cost of pm<luction is so 
high that it is in11J(JssiLlc to ctrry on the 
industry, with 1he ros11lt that a large number 
of rnen \vho previously were urnploJTCd in 
the Cloncurry bolt have had to 'eck cmplo~-­
mont in other industries. This hae meant a 
heavy loss in traffic ~o the Raih,-a:; Dc'part­
ment. \Vhen I w~·; fn·st elected to thie 
I-Iouse the Cloncurry !inP. was payJ11?" 6i p ~,r 
cent. The warr·mts had to hcc sent out to 
CJoneurr/ for t'he 11urpo"o of loading- cLttle. 
and the Rail·way l)cpartlnent ~~ave th~~ colll­
puny a special ratn fer th0ir cokP, f'.O that 
the vvagons \.Yent forward loadPd 1.vitl1 ,,~oke 
and ca:nc back ]oade:::l with eatt: ~. \s .J 

l'Csult of the wa.gons c;:trry~ng Ioadiu both 
wao,s. the Jino tta\·o a ha1H~son1c rch;nL 
The ·:vlini·.t<'P lmcnvs. t0 hi· cost. that the 
Cloncurry raih1:ay 1~ not paying 61 pr'r ccllt. 
to-day ; bnt there is no qm oti f'n ,, bout it 
that, if mining dc,-elopn:lent \vent ah' ad iu 
that aree., we could look forward with con­
l\d0ncn to th•t long stretch c,f line in the 
North 3.gain doing good ' nice by r>ro­
viding the departn1ent with , ubstautial 
revenuE'. Provid.f'd public interest" arn 
sufficiently sa£ guarrlrd, I see no valid 
rPascn why this agreemer,t hould not be 
passed. \Vc h·lYe to rocognise that l!carly 
all industrie·' to-dav n,rc carried on on an 
extPnc:ive scale, anc'l for that purpo':lo it :is 
nece-s-;ary to secure a large amount of L1,pita1. 
lYhss proc!uction lends itself to cheaper pro­
duction. \Vith capital a company is em,bled 
to instn!l up-to-date machinery, with the 
l'f'~mlt that it is ablo to rcdnce costs eon­
si<:lerabl"; and a propo".ition that would not 
be payable under tho old methods of work­
ing, such as w:>s followed at :-.1ount Elliott 
and other places, can be worked profit,-,bly 
with up-to-date methods. The ]\-fount Isa 
comp<my will be in the position to open up 
this mineral belt as a payable proposition. 
and at the same time provide employment 
for a large number of miners, who to-day 
ean find no employment because o.f the un-

[Jfr. Kirwan. 

fortunate position ot the 1nining indu~try ~ 
It is not through tho fault D.f any Govern­
HlPnt or le~·isla.tion, but simply bcf'ausc the 
price of n1in€'rals :is insufficient to aUo \r the~c 
1uines to be "·orkcd proiitably under prc3ent 
conditions. 

One of the principles of the Bill is the 
power g-iYcn to the 11inister to require that, 
as soon as possible after the passage of the 
Ine,tsun·. the con1:1any shall be required, 
nndt>r the terms of the agreement, to equip 
a. geological prospecting party. I presunte 
that it ,~ilJ l"' for the express purpocce ol 
1t ,ting this large 1ninoral ar8f'_ 

I hayc heard the hon. member for Bo-.cell 
on 1nore than one o-ccasion, when addr, ssi11g 
ltini·Pif in this House to the question o! 
minin;;. pra.ctinll:v advocate what he 
tPl'tul'd ~ciL~lltifiC' :Jrospccting; that is to say. 
that, iri>h,acl o£ the present method adopted 
hv th'J GoYommcnt, of as3isting prospector<. 
,,~ith n ~Inall weekly payrnent, prosp0cting 
partic' should be organi,cd under a geo­
loci,t who should have the control and ·re­
sponsibility of all the operations of the 
JH'Os}wcting party. This company is cvi­
dPntl-; going to carry out the s:;stem 
whidt thl' hon. member· for Bowcn ha­
ach·ocntecl for years. I do not pretcrd tc, 
kno\v a grC'at deal about mining; but frora 
a cunnnott-scnse point of viCVi\ I r.ealisc tha' 
the cr.lnpany is going to have scientific pro 
oneding with the result that. whateY~r 
ntilJC·r<d~ fhrn' arc in that pa:rtJcular he,.: 
of countrY will be discovered. Tho .-,cien 
1 ifie and if'ncral knowledge of the ologis" 
in rhal'gc of lh0 pro-,pcr>ting pa.rty. will ?e 
~ueh tltat. wlwn reports nre subm1~tcd b~~ 
l1irn to this e:o1npany, tho direct'll',., ·.\ill 
ac.:-'('pt th~n1 in good JajtlJ anc~ publisl: thr1n 
and n~k for ihe necc''· ;ary capital to aeve,op 
rlw field. 

The ;l;liui .. tcr wilJ pro0:-.bly be prc·:x:rcd 
ro tell n~ in Connnittcc 1-vhat the company 
\··otdd ckt~nl a H t mnable tirnc after the 
Bjll i~ ]Hl~3cd~--· hethcr six tHonth~ ~ ,~1vc 
1nonth"'. or t\Vo or three vcars-boforu d1c.-
gl'T on with

1 
th? 

1 
-v\.re all rca1i2" Uwt 

~OUY' lllOYC ~llOULCl mado irnn1edi::~t, thn 
aareculcnt j-, ratified by this 1-Iousf'. re-
[,:,'rP I hope the JYEnishr will consider the 
po~sibllit;.~ of fixing a rea•onable _~l.m1 e 111 

the scllec1ulc. :O that the cmnpany wd! .~.~IlO\V 
that 1t i p:-.·pt'ctcd to set. on :eh tbu ~.,·ark 

itl1in a rea onablc period, and that thero 
, ill be no po>.oibility of a go-siov, pdic.r. 

The S:r:"RETARY FOR 1\llNEf->: The CCH' pany 
hrs ah·cady eng[;,s d it~ g-cologi,·t. 

"v!r. KIR\VA~: Tbat is good news, 
bccau~c it sPcn1s to indicate th:- t th0 conl­
vany i~ sin1ply \Yaiting for th~ pa:-. ·Lg-c c~f 
the Bill in order to get on \nth the hun­
nc'~s, as the gPologist is the Jnost impor_t~ant 
pn"on in connection ',vith the prospectmg. 
It will not bo difficult to organise a pro­
Rpocting part_v at. Lay,·n :Hill, as it al.,pears 
fron1 th0 in£onnation g~vcn by the hon .. 
membN for Bowen that there arc a lot of 
old minr ., th0rc who he Ye stuck to th€ 
field throug'h g-ood al'll bad times, and have 
considerable knowlcdg3 of that mrneral belt, 
Rnd they will be ahlc to do good work under 
the direction of the geologist. 

I noti0e that the agre~:mcnt 1nny he can­
celled b,- the effiuxion of time, or b.v 
neo-lectiu;,. to compl,- v ith one of the main 
principle~ of the Bill-that is, in connection 
with the expenditure of a certain sum of 
rnoncy. 
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I do not propose to speak at any further 
length, becausP I would g~t too mt!ch i>:to 
detail and I would come mto conflict With 
vou, ~Tr. Speaker. The Bill does not contain 
inany principles, and the schedule, for 
instrtnce, can be di3cussec1 only in Cornn1ittee. 
I content myself with !',ay, ing that I have no 
objection to the second reading, and that we 
hop<', when the Bill gets into Committee, 
that reasonable amendments will receive 
reasonable con··ideration from the Minister. 

The SECRET \HY FOR R_\IL\VAYS 
(Hon. Godfrpy Morgan, Jfuri/lrt): The rail­
,, ay to Mount Is a has been discussed freely 
in connection with this matter, so that I 
think it only fa.ir and reasonable that, as 
Secretary for Railways, I should give a brief 
history of the Bill under which it was autho­
ris{~d and its CY•mtual construction, rrhe 
Duchess to :Yiount La Railwav Bill wa; 
introduced on 27th October, , 1925, and 
assented to on 12th November. It authorised 
the Comrni;sionm·, on behalf of the Govern­
nlent, to enter into that agreen1ent 'vith 
Mount Isa Mines Limited and Mount Isa 
Proprietary Silver-Lead Limited, with a view 
to the construction of a line of railway from 
Duchess to "Vlount Isa, a distanco of 54 miles, 
and authorised the con .truction of the said 
railway. The Act provided thrtt Mount Isa 
);fines Limited shoul,J expend on or before 
the date of the eomplC'tion of the line 
£150,000 and the Mount Isa Proprietary 
Silv•r-Lead Limited £50,000 during the sctme 
period, in c~ch case on opening and develop­
mental woi·lc lvTount Ie,L 1\Iincs Limited 
further undertook to expenLl a sum of not 
lc-s than £150,000 and ~-doLmt Isa P1·opriehrv 
Silver-Lead Limited a ·,un1 of not less thal1 
£50,000 on \\Tatcr ~on.-:;C>rvation and 1nachirH!rv 
and plant, within a period of six n1onths 
from the opening of the line. After the Act 
wa, passod and b,Jore the agreenv:mts with 
the comp,tnies were oigned, Mount I.'a Mines 
I,imited took over the liability of 1\frmnt I sa 
Proprictar:. SilYcr-Leud Lirnited and bGc"'nw 
rc",ponsible for the expenditure of thP sum::; 
mentioned by both compauips under the 
<.1 qTcen1cnt. so th ·t iho con1pnny orgn~liRed 
bv the hon. member for \\i arrcg-o did not 
sjgn the undertaking providnd for by the 
Act, but, bdore the was ma'de it 
disposed of its as eh :\Jount Isa :vri'ncs 
Limited. In Februar , 1924. the hon. mem­
ber for \I' arrcgo sold to Mount ha Pro­
prictar;- Sil. or-L0ad Lirnitocl cf'rtaln ll :1se~ 
over which he held options, and which cost 
it in all oash amounting to £2.5GO and 
60,000 sh.ues in the compan:,, the total value 
of the shares being csti!llated at £17.5CO. Th<· 
shareholders of the company wl1ich bought 
thbe lectses from the hon. member for 
vVarrego included E. G. Theodore, ',Villiam 
1\feCormack, who >vere then Premier and 
SecrBtary for Lands, rr·c;pectively, of Queens­
land; A. J. .J om s, Secretary for :'11ines; 
Randolph Bedford. 1\LL.A.: John \Yren; 
and Robert A. DuH!op, warden at Cloncurry. 

At 3.28 p.m., 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toou·onrt), one of the panel 
of Temporarv Chairmen, relieved the 
Speaker in the chair. 

:\Ir. COLLES: There were other share­
holders besides them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILVvAYS: 
Yes; but the po;nt I want to make is that 
'!'en .holding important responsible positions 
m this House were shareholders in that com­
pany. The agreement with the Commissioner 

for Railways was signed on behalf of the 
company by \Y. McRae and A. M. Hemsley, 
directors, on 25th March, 1926, assuming the 
liability of the Mount I za Proprietary Silver­
Lead Limited. On 19th April, 1926---gbout 
three weeks after signing the above agree­
ment-the leases were transfeir"u oy Mount 
ls.1 Proprietary Si! ,·er-Lead Limited to 
Mount If,fl. Mines Limited, the consideration 
received being 125,000 shares of £1 each in 
the latter company, including 5,000 shares 
for ore at grass, plant, and machinery. 

It will thus be seen that the lease for 
>vhich the Mount Isa Proprietan Silver-Lead 
Limited gave only £2,500, and expended 
money on plant aHd machinen· and ore at 

grass, upon which· a value of 
[3.30 p.m.] £5,000 is placed, received sharo:; 

equal to £125,000 owing to the 
passing: of a Bill to construct a railway, and 
Immediate! v afterwards the shares rose to <L 

gnater value. The shares were value.:! at 
that tirue at ctl a share, but immediatelY 
after this line was passed and made know;1 
they rose to a greater value. It can, there­
fore, ?o rightly concluded that, by passing 
the Bill through Parliament, the leases of 
the Mount Jsa Proprietan Silver-Lead 
Limited would be considerabfy enhanced in 
.-alue, and Messrs. Thoodm·e. McCormack. 
Jones, and Bedford would reap an enormous 
amount. 

Mr. KIRWA~ (Brisbane): I rise to a point 
of m·der. Is the Ministcc in order in l'htdinc; 
!ns speech? 

Mr. KERR : He is only referring to his 
'"otes. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You are not the Deputy 
Speaker. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWA\.-S: 
This is an important matter. and, in order 
to be absolutely correct, and so that there 
shall he no mistake whatever, I hav. hken 
Y0ry full notcP, and I am quoting frorn 
those notes. 

The DEPU'I'Y SPEAKER: The hon. 
g·f!ntlenutn is jn order in quoting from his 
Ylotes. 

Mr. KrRWAN: He is old enough to be abio 
to make a speech from notes without rcadill6 
it. 

Mr. KERR: You rely on IW>?<>PJ-I><'r 
r·xtract 

The SECIU;;TARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
By way of interjection, tho hon. member for 
\Varrego stated that he gave sh<trt; in thi-; 
company to Mr. Theodore and Mr. 'YlrC'lr­
mack. It can therefore be assumed tl1at 
those shares were given in consjderatjon of :-t, 

Bill being passed through l'adiamcut to 
construct the Mount Isa Railway. 

1\Ir. JoNEi': How manv shares did I he1v.: ·: 
J purchased Mount Isa "shares for 30s., and 
sold them for 27s. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILiW.\'': S : 
I have the particulars here. The hon. gentle· 
man received ir; all 1.130 shares. On 11th 
March, 1925, he received 200 shares from 
the hon. member for \Varrpg·o, a,nd on 20th 
i\hrch, 1925, he recci ved 200 shares trans­
fen·ed from George Regan. In all. the hon. 
gentleman possessed 1,130 shares. (Interruj)· 
tion.) 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! I 
"·ould remind hon. gentlemen that the con­
tinued interruption is disorderly. I do not 
want to dcJ.l with any hon. member, but i 

Hon. Godfrey M organ.] 
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. 'hall have to do so if the interruption con­
tinues. 

:Yir .. JONES: This is the only way of gettin~ 
ll.uythmg m. I purchased Mount Iq shore• 
a 11d lost on theu1. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAlL\Y.AYS: 
J~clwa1'd Granvillc Thcodore recoivcd by way 
of allotment on different dates bE'twem{ 22n~l 
.\pril, 1924, and 29th Februarv, 19~5. 1 000 
'hares in this particular comp.any that 'the 
hon. member for VVaiTf!go was rc!'ponsible 
fur floating, anc'-. by way of interjection, the 
hon. member for Wan·ego told this Hous2 
that he gave lVlr. Thcodore 250 shares. We• 
now see that Mr. Thoodore received 1,000 
·hares by way of allotment. After that the 
company was sold to the Mount Isa Mines. 
Limited, for £125,000, and naturally Mr. 
Theodore \Vould receive an anorrnous amount 
of money in respect of those 1,000 shares. 

::\lr. JONES: lie may have purchased shares. 

The SECRET \RY FOR RAILWAYS : 
Then we flnd that, bv wav of allotment in 
1he original share-list 'of tl{is particular com­
y,any, rvrr. vVilham McCorrr:ark rc~eived 
1.300 sharPs. 

\Ve find that in the original company Mr. 
\Yilliam McCormack was allottcl 40~ shares 
on 23rd February, 1924; thut 011 22nd April, 
J924, he recmved another parcel of 250 of 
the same shares, and tl111t he ,-ecci,,ed a fur­
ther allotment of 650 shares on 11th Novem­
ber, 1925, iu't about the time when tho 
~lount Isa ·Railway Bill we10t through this 
}louse. 

Y!:r. KERR : Scandalous ! 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: 
\;; I have already indicated. the Mount Isa 

RailwaJ Bill was introduced in this House 
on 27th October, 1925; it was assented to 
oll 12th ::\ovember, 1925. and on 11th Novem­
ber, the day before that Bill was assented to. 
';\[r. M"Cormack received another pared of 
shares. 

.\fi-. KELSO: Ah! \nother big job' 

.\Ir. Jox~s: Did any hon. ml'mber on vour 
;;ic\n have shares in Mount Isa? " 

.\ GovERNMEN1' MEMBER: No! 

.\1r. ,J ONES : Of coursn they did ' 

:\Ir. KERR: If thev clid thcv obbinecl 
tfwm under entirely cfiffeJ'e~t circumstances. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
{ )~1_ S.th August, 1928, the then Pr(·micr, Mr. 
V\illhan;. McCormack, agreed to quote cer­
tam ra1lwny rates to the l'.'l:ount Isa :Mines 
Limited after he had had a conference with 
1 he directors of that company. 

Mr. COLLII':S: Who \Vore the directors? 

The SECR.E'L'\.RY FOR HAIL\VAYS: 
The rate' quote-d by Mr. McCormack to the 
);{aunt Isa Mines Limited were-hon. mem­
bc.rs .-hould listen to these railwav rates and 
then ask themselves if there is ever any like­
!Jhood of the dop.artment making this rail­
wav pa:.·-. 75d. Dlll' ton per mile for lead or 
zinc bullion; .60d per ton per mile for lead 
concentrates; .40d. per ton per mile for 
.. oal or coke and for returned concentrates 
"amcly, concentrates returning from the sea: 
board to ]',.fount Isa for treatment. We are 
carrying the coal from Collinsville or Bowen 
as the:r desired. Is it any wond~r that th~ 
ndl way is not paying? 

:Y!r. COLLINS: That line mav vet be a pay-
ing proposition. • • 

[Hon. Godfrey 11-Iorgan. 

Mr. JcLu;I.ON: That schedule of rates was 
prepared by the officials of the Railway 
Department. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! 
"' Mr. KELSO : l-Io\v many years ha.;; thr; agree~ 
lHent to run? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There is no special time stipulated in regard 
10 that matter. 

Mr. HANI.OK: It is most unfair the way this 
debate is being allowed to proceed. The 
}linist· r is n1aking charg2s~ and we have no 
opportunity to rebut them. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Do 
I understand the hon. member for ltbaca. 
to say that the way the Dcput: Speaker is 
conducting· this debate is not fair? 

::\lr. I-IA;o;J.OX: No; I said thn.t the J\Iini,ter 
-;,ya_s 1uaking charges \vhich wcro untrue 
because that. schedule of rates was prepared 
in the office of tho Commi•sioncr by hi>' 
,,taff. The ::\Iinister knows that, too. The 
~VIinistcr is unfair in n1aking that charge. 

T!Jc SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member does not know anything 
about it. 

:Yir. HAKLOc:: I do know! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I 
would like to remind the hon. member that 
hon. members of this Legislative Acsembl_,­
shoul<1 assist me in maintaining the dignity 
which ;, supposed to prevail in the Cham­
ber. I do not want to resort to naming any 
hon. member; but, if the hon. member con­
tinues to interject, I shoJl have to .do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It does not alter the circumstances whether 
these figures were prepared by the officials 
oc the department or not. If the Premier of 
• l1C' State asks the department to prepare 
certain fignre~ tho head of that depa,rtmcnt, 
whether he be the Commissioner for Hail­
\vays or any other o!Iiccr, naturallv has to 
do so. The responsibility for those rates lies 
with the Minister for Railwa0 s, the Premier, 
or the Cabinet, who decide what rates shall 
operate. The Commissioner had nothing 
whatever to do with them. 

Mr. HAKLON: Do you say that the Nlinister 
prepared a false schedule of rates? 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The responsibility of decreasing or increas­
ing rates, or of adopting now rates is one 
that the Gon'rnment of the dav must 
,boulder, and not the Railway Con:un.issioncr. 
Rates are only prepared by the Commissioner 
or his officers at the reque· t ·CJf the Minister 
or the Premier, as the case may be. You can­
not place the responsibility for that on the 
Corrnnissioner or his officials. 

Mr. J ONES: W c are not denying that. W c 
fixed that rate deliberately to help the 
industry. 

The S!<:CllETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If 
that is so. that contradicts t.]JC statement 
made by the hon. member for Ithaca. 

Mr. J'o;o;Es: You will have to do the same, 
if you want to lwlp ~/[aunt I·a. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We 
haYe sufficient. evidence to show that, while 
Mr. Thcodore, Mr. 1\fcCormack. Mr. Jones, 
gnd J\!Ir. Bedford wore holding responsible 
po'.sitions of trnst in the Parliament of 
Qu.eenslanrl, they were prepared to receive, 
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and did recei,·e, sharc~s allotted to them, 
"" ha, bePn hown already; tlmt, so far as 
:11c, ,,.,,, M cCorm:tck, 'Ihcodoro, and Bedford 
are euncc•rnccl, th<•y were allottee! shares for 
nothing. Tho hon. member for Paddington 
hac sb1ted that he purchased his shares. 
That mav or mav not be so. His first 200 
wCi'e obtained fr:om tho hon. meml er for 
\i\,"arre~~o, \\-ho oYide.ntly \Vas givin~ away 
shares. To lrhon1 was he clistributi1lg· these 
~hare.;? To DH'Inbcrs of Parliament. _And 
\·:by was ltc givjng tho~e share,,, away? Did 
Le' haYt; sut'h a g-reat lcn~e for l\11'. Theodore 
-·(]a,ghtcr)---oe 1\;r. 1\lcConnack. or the hon. 
rnmnbcr for Paddin~ton, that he T'\ as going 
to :;ivc them shares for nothing? Is the 
hn-:1. HFUJb· r for \Ynrrego a philanthropist, 
<~nJ 1~ he in thP haLlt of di"tributing shares 
for nothing·? No; hP js not that sort of 
!ncJi,,idna l. lle o:q:cects a quid pro quo. If 
Jh' thro\':..;; out a ~prat. he expects to catch a 
Hl:l( ~:('rP!. rfh£' re• a son why tho- P share::.. 
'vere given to these hon. gcntl<'n1en-or dis­
h1onourablc gentlcn1;::·n jf yon '',·ant to tcrrn 
tncn1 such--

::VIr .. TOi\IES (J'adtlinyton): I rise to a 
point of ordcl'. I an1 lJot Yerv IHnch con­
cerned ~tbout the hon. nwn1lwr's op1111on of 
Jny~elf; but is he in ordPr :in refr:rring to 
hon. nwmbers on this side of the Hou,e as 
dif'honourable mernbers? 

The SECRETARY FOR R"\IL\L\YS: I 
did 11ot rcfc·r to you as clishollourablc. 

Thr DlGl'UTY SPEAKER: Order! I did 
uoi. hear the hon. gontlernau 1nakc use of 
1 hat expression; but, if he did, I ask him 
to withcll'aw. 

The SECRETARY FOR UAILW.\YS: I 
nfnred to those who received shares for 
llothing, ancl, as the ban. member for Pad­
dington said he paid for his shan's, he was 
not incluckd among't the dishonourable 
~nPn1hers. \\7 c. ~n,ve r:10n occup,ying h1gh and 
nnportant po~nt1ons 111 the State 'Vvho are 
prepared to ac~ept sharos in a cnrtain 1nini11g 
ye;nture, and, 111 order to n1akc thos0 shnrcs 
Yaluablo, are prepared to spend public 
mane.~. The railway from Duchess to ]\fount 
Isa may be justified. It mav become one of 
the finest ventures in Queensfancl. The point 
however, is this : 'Why did lhe>e gcntleme,;_ 
obtain an optioD over certain lf'·1scs from 
tlte Mines Department for nothing? It is a 
strange !lnng that all the scandals in Queens­
land have been >'·sociated ,.:ith the ::Vlinc• 
Ilcpartm0nt. 

l\1r. JON'ES: Where? 

The SECRETAEY FOR fV,IL\\ .. AYS: 
The hon. mc•rnber for \Y alTf'l{O : ot them. 
a11d did not pay for tlwm. .. · 

:::vrr. ,JoxEs; The options "ere ol.tained 
from private individuals. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR HAILW '\.YS: 
Practically all the scandals that have occur­
red in Queensland have been in connection 
with the Mines Department. Take, for 
1n~tancc, 1\Iung-ana. {Opposition di:::.sent.) 

)fr. Km wAN: What abont the bribcn 
scandal'! ·· 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS· 
It will not be long beforE' there is an oil 
scandal-and that is another mrttter con­
nected with the Mines Departrneut. \V e 
'"'" here to cx:pose this barefaced 
robb,·ry on the part of public men-men 
who occupied positions of trust and -were 
lll'Ppared to use those po!"itions and spenri 

public money in order that they might bt•­
come wealthy and benefit themselves. IV" 
sco these gentlemen associated with 
man like John \Vren. Everybody knows th.tt 
John \Vron is one of the most undesirable 
men in Australia. When men like McCormad: 
and Thcodore associate with a man of that 
description, "hat will the public say? Mr. 
\Yren is ·, nown throughout the length and 
brr1dth of Auc,tralia; yet we find promineut 
public rncn as:;;o1~ia.ted \Vith him in a b·ans­
aetion that brought to tltc individuals en· 
o·a.O'ed in the tl'ansactiou a. profit of tlJOu­
~.::n~ds and thousands of pounds. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Wh 0 not? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. nicmbcr evidently cannot realis0 
the fact that he is occupying a position of 
trn~L If it \vero done hy au ordinary indi~ 
,·idual it wonld be bad enou[ch; but, if tho 
hon. rnmn bc1· Ol' anv oth-er hon. n1crnber of 
ParlianJCnt carrieR · along and, by g1Ying 
shares to 11101nbers of Parliament, b1·ibe·· 
thom-bc•eause that is what it moans-the 
hon. n1e1nb(~l' as a 1ncn1b0r of Parliarnent 
achuitied that he g·ave shares to certain 
individu ~1~. 

:\fr. BErnoRo: I v:ould have given vou 
soml' of them if I had likccl you. 

.Tlw SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I "·ould not have accepted them. I am 
JJOt l' ·t:rHlrud i:O do anything thnt \VjlJ lx: 
1lkely io caufe rne to give a vot.c that I 
would r<ot be justifir·d in giving. The hon. 
nH!Tubcr gay(' those sha!'C'S purely v,·ith a VH'"­
to brib·ing- members of P crliament in m·dcr 
to get something for himself. 

~lr. BEDFORD: I rise to u point of ord<'r. 
The statement has been made that I gavE' 
thob:J ~hares in 1924 for the purposC' of 
hribino· n1en1bers of Parliarncmt to do SOnl0-
thing in 1926. I wish to ha vc that with­
drawn. 

The DEPUTY SPK\..KER: I ask the 
Jl.linistn to ,-ithd:·a w. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILYvAYS: 
I withdraw, but the fact remains that lw 
p·aye shares to men \vho \Yere holding h1ghly 
i~nporta11t public positions. The hon. nwrn­
bcr savs tlmt he gave them 250 shares ~>ech. 
I havt1 tlw fi2;m·es here. and they show that 
::\h·. Theodoro got 1,000 shares. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I have already stat2d that 
I !>;a v·; a number of friends, both in and OLrt-­
cide Parliament, 250 shares worth £262 10s. 

Th•' SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
I haYo the figures from the register o!· 
joint ,,tack companies. which shows that 011 

22nd ..o\ pril, 1924, Mr. Theodore had allottocl 
to him-it does not say who allotted thcm--
500 share-· in this comprm:·, and then on 201'! 
Februnrv, 1925, he had another 500 sha'''"' 
allotte"' to him. 

::\1r. BEDFORD: Because he paid for then!. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: 
lt do~.s not say they wore transferred from 
ruFbodv. 

Yir. l1EDFORD: I had 23,000 shares in the 
hegim.ing·, and I ended up w1th forty-six. 

'Ihu SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
rrhe hon. mernber rnust have bc'Cll a Vl'l'Y 

popular n1an ,~.ben he lvfls gain~ around 
rriving shares to anvone ''Tho would aL ept 
them. He is like ari. indiviclnal I mentimwtl 
just :t whi1c ago, who lnYitcd 3, cert.ain .hon. 
membn of this House to meet hnn m a 

Hon. Gorl(rry !lforgun.J 
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pa·rticular room. That g<'ntleman did not 
know whom ho \vas going to 1neet. but he 
did meet this person, and. when he came 
n way, ho said a cheque. hook "as sticking 
out tvYo or three inchr;; fro::tJ that individual's 
pocket. 

Mr. BEDFORD: What arc you talking 
about'! 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS. 
It ''a; very eYidcnt ih -,t LP \Yas prepared 
to pay for a certain consideration. Say what 
they may, or do what they like, they cannot 
dcnv the fact that men oocnpying the posi .. 
t.ion of Premier of this Stato-Mr. Thcodor2 
and :i'.~r. McCormack--obtained sharl'l. 

:\fr. BEDFORD: For which thP:v paid. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAILIV.\YS: 
,\nd that, before thosr· sharcs ,,·cre sold, a 
Bill was put through this HouH• to construct 
a railwcty that was <;oing to (•nhanc•J the 
value of those shares by 500 per cent. or 600 
per cent., which it did. These shares were 
sold out to lmother compa11,.. and they 
!fJaped the reward by bringing in a Bill 
and passing it throngh the H ou'c in one 
day. telling the people it wa.s for the benefit 
of Quceusland, when it VI as for the benefit 
of those inrlividnak Kobodv knew that 
],ettor than Mr. Theodor0, Y1r.' JYicCormack. 
i he hon. member for Cairns, and JYlr. Bed­
ford, the hon. m;embcr for \VmTeco. that. if 
thd Bill went through the Ilm1·-:e and the 
rn.ilwav \Yas f'Onstructed, th1'Y y:;ero r~oing to 
tTap a ronsiderablc aruount. of HlOlley, and 
tbe:- did so, rho public will want to know 
cell abont it ~nd whv thev voted in the 
l !_r;use for sorr1cthing ~ thev \yf'rc 1 10rsonally 
('Gll<::erned in. I feel ,m:c tktt under the 
'{'irrum"t'U1CCS, knowil 1 Q," tl1at that raihva v vva::;; 
!.!·oin~ to be constructed, had those gentfcn1en 
bc·t'n straigbtfor\vard and honE'~tJ tl~cy would 
k· • e got up on the iloor of tlw Home and 
~·itatC'd that the~r po~sessecl so JlHlll.' shares 
in thi::; parbcul:.tr con-.pa.ny aJH1 '\Yculd haYc 
"alk,d m;t of the Chn.mllcr and !lOt voted 
iu ronncction with the ru1lhay at all. That 
\\·as the OiJ~~ stralghtfon\ ard thing to do, 
lmt they did not do it; :., ·Jd I urn sure the 
people of Qucen,,Jond and AmtLlia '·ill 
conde1nn th rn for their action in c0nncction 
"·lth this particular 1nattcr. 

~Ir. BR \.SSINGTON (lJ.liJ,.,,): It i,; 
,vith dPep r0gret that I rif'P to speak in 
t ~1is debate. I rise to offer rny protest 
against what I consider ono of tlw most 
dt•,picab1C', low-down politic.a l char.Rt's that I 
l,avo ever h 'ard of. ] say that cklilwmtcly. 

Yiew of the fact that one 1\ciini,tcr hero 
n1orning, \YhC'n introducing the 1neasu!'e 

r1nw nndcr discu•sion, nu1d0 t:o:110 Yicious 
~tatrrnents and then rcsuuH "'1 hi~ ~ea j. La. tor 
n nothcr hon. rnombcr 1u·ose, ;1nd made 
,_,,rious statc1ne'1ts, coni"iuui n·.•: the ::-ltt::t!".::k. 
f C.ln on]v ac)nrno that the ckbate tr,-(;[ly WitS· 

~lremeditated. I can only belit~vt that," si: re 
Parlian1ent gave the Tr(':-,:::.vrC'r c·crLtin 
pow0rs in connection \vith th,, Conuni~sion(•r 
of Taxes, the hon. gentlen1a11 ha:-. sp;Jrched 
1 he incon1e tax files and R(~cun~d illf' inforrna­
l on that is being ueod h('ro to-dav. 

The DEFCTY SPEAKER: Order? I 
, .. ou~d ao;k the hon. n1crnber to coHne(·t. his 
remarks with the Bill. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I c1o nor d,•"ir, to 
"rg-ue the point with ,·ou. 1\Tr. Deputv 
~peaker, but, if my I'Pi.llUYks a re• furtho;~ 
cway from the subjr,ct than the remarks of 
~hon. me1nbers opposite, I ·was not a ''"are of 

[Hon. Godfrey Morga,l. 

it. It is an undisputed fact that hon. mem­
bers opposiice, by some means or other have 
secured a supply of information for the pur­
pose of " muck-raking." Behind all this 
e~hibition of sple~n is the prospect of their 
friends in the Federal arena being defeated 
at the election on Saturday week next. Th" 
whole of this agitation has !::con brought 
up with the purpose of discrediting om' 
public man in Australia to-day. That is ::\l!r. 
Thoodore. '.'Vhy should they bring up this 
agitation? They realise that their forecs 
ar<' on the nm; that their Prime :Minister, 
iVlr. Bruce, is facing defeat; and it has been 
"he ro!icy, not only of members opposrte 
but of the present Tory propagar,dists out­
side, to concentrate on that one man, Mr. 
'J'heodoro. in an attempt to damn him in the 
oyes of the people of Australia. 'I'o c:inch 
this matter let me eay that hon. rnernbr'rs 
opposite have tho po\VE''' to order· an 
invcstiaation i11 reO'al~d to these rhargt <::. If 
the -po~ition· is as 

0

Serious as hon. mmnbcrs 
opposite >Yould have us believe, I would ask 
thAm not to talk ahout it. here, but to get to 
v·ork and ckan up the scmdal. 1 think it 
i3 1110re of a ~~noke SLTOen than an evidence• 
oi sincerity on their part. They have teen 
talking for rnonths --yc>ars, i1t fact --about 
Mungana artd other matters. It seems they 
orily talk for the simrle reason that they 
fear to put an inquir~r inio t·ffcet b~'cause 
their ammunition will be gone and they will 
Hot he able to frame an acru.s~ttion again~t 
hon. rnernbc:1s on this side. 

1 repeat VC'!'}' cmphatica!Iy ancl drfiuitely 
that this is only an att<tck on a public maH 
in Anstralia to-dav in order to achieve :t 

certain purp0sc Ol.t Saturday \YC<:k. Jlon. 
Jnctnter,.:; oppo:3itc arc continually p-,kill!~­
J,:..cinbcrs on this side to make Pariian1ent an 
cxamph' to pe-ople ouf'<;idc as a place where 
the finest traditions of free speech and fair 
play arP ob~orved. I ask you, ill all sincerity, 
!111'. Deputy Speaker, whether fair play has 
lJcon shown h0rc to-day, 'vhethcr any attc)nlp~­
) ns b0en mad.· to extend fait' plrry to the 
men mentioned iE the· conne of this deb,1to ·. 
The hem. member for Nundah definitclv made 
the c·hargc that the :\1ount Isu Raihv~ty was 
eo; ,struct cl as a result of political briber~·. 
in the face of the report by the Royal 
{ ommi"ion on Public 'Arorks, which fayonred 
its Pomtruction. The Secretary for Rail­
'- ays-a gentleman who dwuld know better, 
lmt ono who is recognised as one of the 
gn2atf\-<t sling,erH of n1ncl that this Parlia­
nlent has ever seen--his speech ·was not a 
surpris'· to mp-should have known the condi­
t:ons under \Vhjch that ruihYay \Vas agteed 
to be constructed. After listening to hon. 
members opposite, it appcn.rs that they would 
l•ave everybody bclim-c thrrt thev are "lil:v­
whitos" in thP political arena, that they urr; 
p:.tra~ons who can do no 'vrong, whcr-na~, on 
the other band, n1ornbers en this side ar8 
snpposed to be unable to nm straight. It 
'onld bo as well, thcrefor ', if we recalled 
some• of the cpisode1 of the past. It is 
],,rdly necessary for me to repeat ,._hat the 
hon memher for Brisbane said of the m­
farnOu'"l ln ibery case of a few years ago. 

~1Ir. ElnVAHDS: \Vhich you rigg0d up 
;·ourse!ws. (Opposition laughter.) 

::\;Ir, BRASSINGTON: The hon. mombN 
cav" th~t this party rigged that up, but it j, 
a well-known fact that the monev u'ed in 
that briber·· ca'e was subscribed hy friPnd' 
of hon. members opposite, and that member' 
opposit.c knew that the whole joke· was ill 
opcratinlJ f;ould \Ve haYc anything lower, 



Mining Trust Limited [± Om·oBEn.] Agreement Ratification Bill. 727 

! ht.:rl·iorc, than the exhibi6on of hou. nu:-m­
ber-=> opposite, \1 ho cluim that they alone ar:· 
fair and square, and that n1cn1ber.;; on thj~ 
i-idc arc alwavs in tho wrong'! The hon. 
tnt'.abor for Brisbane rightly reminded onr 
fr1end .. of the Abraha1nj taxation scandaL 

'vir. KmwAN: Compounding a felony~ 

"'\Ir. BRASSlNGTOX: Thciso gentlemen 
:JJ·okp the law in every \\ay, yet hon. rnemhcr~o 
-opposite and their friends in the Commm:· 
•iealth Parliament allowed them to do it, 
c:nd made no attempt to bring them to book. 
It .cs compoUI.ding a felony-dolibomtc· 
robbcr'r-vct never a word \Vas said bv hon. 
mernbcrs 'opposite. Yet they posed LlS men 
o: chrrractcr .vho would not dream of !J·llitinl 
rascality, rnen who stand steadfa~tly for tln~ 
principle·, this Parliamc·nt is snppo,cd to 
represent. I say that ,. hen the people realise 
dw depths of political nwanno'>; lo which 
hon. members opposite. have dc·>ccnded, they 
,·.·ill say thrv arc no longer fit to hold power 
in the St:tte. Their actions sugges1, that 
They are dcstitul.o of any constructive polic;: 
or ~sound argument with which to keep th,; 
Labour Party out of poYt"Cr; so, in aecordanct' 
\vith their ·narro.v vision and Slllall con::icicncr•. 
they bring forward this despicnbk propa· 
~anda for the purpos0 of doin:~ this party 
harm on Saturday work JtCxt. 

[4 p.m.] 
It is very noticeable that. during the prc· 

.;;ent. Federal election en,n1paigH. tl:e ncw:--
1 .qxrs arc exhibiting tlw lllOSt. filthy vropa­
~anda, dnd for the pur!_)OSP_ of thf' Fcrl?ral 
election hon. members oppm1te-thcy bc!Jov<" 
thcmcelvcs to be honounble-haYc carefully 
proarranvod the epi.;ode to-day in the hopo 
-of -rnash1ng Labour next Saturda:.· week. 

I wish to deal with the cml'1rnction of thi, 
Taihv~,y. rrhn Public \York8 Con1tnission \YflS 

!.{lsen ~Ly the Labour Oov!·l'lHnctJt thL t~:tsk 
of investigating the propof'nl to con~truct th<' 
line. They invcstignted i he· proposal, anJ 
recommondc>d that tho line should lw cor:. 
:-tructed. rrho hon. rnernllcr for Euoggl'ra. 
said that this was a di,_how~st tran::;action; 
but I would remind him that he casts a 
reflection on our Chairn1an o~ Con1rnittees in 
this I-Iouse, who 1vas a n1embcr of the com-
1n1ssion, a.ncl he also ea ·ts a rcficction upon 
a former colleague, the late hon. member 
for Burnrtt, 1\ir. Corsr-r, \vho was also a 
member of the connnis·,ion. I bcliove that 
~1r. Cor~~r spoke in fa Your of the proposal 
in this House. In the faco of those hcts. 
1tow can it be hoLcstl;T argued by hon. 
-nH'n11)ers op]JO~jtc that this \"\a,, a dclibC'l"rttc 
and dishonest transaction, nnrl one d1at \Ya:-. 

not: fai1· to the State? 
::\Tr. J3EDFOHD: It is only a sn1okt' scrr'f'n. 

::\1r. BRASSI~GTON: The commission 
investigated the proposal from all angles. 
and 1 intend to quote pr.~ .. ages fron1 t1v~ 
report to prove that tlw connnis-=.ion Wfl" 
of the opinion that it 'V<l -- nece-s::;: 1rv to r'On­

'truct the line to the :\Iom,t Isa field. The 
report statcs-

o \V e do not propose to reel pitnlato 
tbc evidence gjvcn t.o us a~ to the nro­
cluction '·.·hieh may be cxpectNl f~·om 
:\l:ount Isa, other than to mention tiw 
opinions of a few authorities. 2\1r. Saint­
Smith, then superintendent on the flelcl 
for Mount Isa Mine> Limiti'Cl, but 
formerly and no'v the Gov~:rnn1ent 
(_;eolo:;ist, said that it was ant' of the 
noost promising fields that had been dis­
{GVE'rcd in .Australia for 1nany yE'ars. 

Mr. Rodda described it as a wonderful 
field, and Mr. Corbould, a director of 
Ji[ount Isa Mines Limited. said it was 
the best show he had seen since Broken 
Hill, and called it a wonderful show." 

Other names were mentioned, and the evi­
dence went to prove conclmively that there 
\Va-; an absolute necessity for constructing a 
raihvay to this mining field as soon as 
possible in order that the field might be 
developed. The report further states-

" After careful consideration we came 
to the conclusion that Mount I·a fie!,] 
do"' de'<'rve development, and that a 
railway is necessary if that end is to be 
effectively achieved." 

Th;>t is a pa"ago that cannot be refuted, 
and, following on this report, the GoYcrn­
ment put into effec·t the recommendation of 
tho conunission. For the s:llu: oi gaining ~, 
dirty political advanhgr and of spren ding 
propaganda, hon. members oppo·.ile h.>,ve 
introduced this subj cct to-day. The report 
further states-

" We are prepared to rrccmnwnd the 
building of a rail,yay solely for ttw pur­
pose of serving the Mount Isa mineral 
Held if the companies lnrgcly intcr<"tecl 
therein are proparc·i to bear ~ome of the 
loss (if any) which may occur on its work­
ing; sub.i<'Ct, therefore, to the completion 
of an effective undertaking or under­
takings to guara,ntce the Govcrntnent 
a~;ainst loss " 

This report is signed by John Paync, chair­
man; Charles Collins, John Theophilns 
<iilday, \Yilliarn Cooper, Bnnard H. Corse,· 
--at one tin1e a m('rnb' r of this Parliarnont 
and now Federal momlwr for \Yidc• Bay­
Thon1ns R. Roberts, onr respected Chairn1an 
of C'Jmmittces. 

rrhe hon. rnendX'l" for Eno~ ucra is not fair 
or jn:;;t towards his own C~l1Paguc 1 for he 
must connect th"ir names "·ith the guilty. 
Ifo~<cYcl·, i he hon. uwrnbcr doe" not care 
ho,,,,. rnnnv ridiculous ::tnd unfaJr stahm10nts 
he mal<n: I deplore the fact lhat this Par­
limnent has no power to for e an hon. n1ern­
bcr to keep strictly to facts and be, at 
lPast, fcdr in his critif ··.m. .A.pparontly an 
hon. nv'rnlH.•r can do or ~av what he likes in 
this Cha1nber. Frank ~"-·u CoopC'r was the 
last D1Prnbcr of the eontmj~sion to sign thr• 
report. 

Thero i'-' not mt-:.ch n1ort~ to be ar1rh:'d to this 
J.roposition. The fact th~l the Public \Vorks 
Comrni r,ion recon1mc·ndcd the railway pro­
JY'~al to the Governn1ent a1:d urged it"~ con­
~truction \vas ;;::ufficient for the Ccv0rn1nent 
to preened to corstruct th ,t, railway. The 
Serrchry for Rail" a:cs hod a lot to say 
about freights on p!·oclncts and nlflt·~rial to 
be taken from and to .\To ant I ·'L If thP 
-.chedulc• of rate~. \vl:ich, I Ulid('1·t :nd, wa~ 
clnnYn up by H1P HaihYay l)eJmrhnent, i~ 
ircorrt'Ct OJ' u1'ffl ir to the i11h•rc~ts of thP 
tJf'Op1e of th!8 Sinto. nl ''l what 'hl'ts thn hon. 
g·cnrlenuJn been cloi11g dnring· th·:~ l"st four 
OJ' ftn• months that he has be<'" in control 
of the d€'partm0nt ? 

;.rr. KIRWAN: Will ht• uncle rh ke to sack 
the mnn who wrot<> out the schedule? 

:\h. 1>RASf'lNGT(i:r'\: That is th0 point 1 

If 1-he hon. gc·ntleman dis hu.'cs his duty. 
JJO will make inquiries, and. if Rny oflici~l 
is n'spo'Jsible for bavi:E!; Jrawn cut thrs 
sclwclulo of n;tes, then 'lw .. hould punish 
hin1. 

JJJr. Brassington.] 
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P.orwnallv. I haYe nothing to fear in this 
n•nt.tcr. I belong to n party which stands 
drfinitPly for slrctight principles-a party 
which ca~1 ouly n>..i~t by carry1n({ out a defi­
nite. honest policy. I ng-ain challenge the 
Government, if they think the: havo any­
thing on any member of this party, and if 
they think an:-- r,ember or members of 
this party have done something in conflict 
,,-ith the interests of the State, to •<·ome out 
into the open and appoint a Hoynl Commis­
~~ion or con1rr.ission of inquirv to dear thP 
whole 1nattcr up not only to i!:te satisfaction 
of Pnrli -ment, but to the satisfaction of the 
ueople of Queensland. 

At 4.7 p.m. 

The SPEAKER r<'·Umed the chair. 

ll1r. BR \SS1NGTOT\: I repeat that chaJ. 
lcngc definitely. I chalkngc the Government 
to come forward with some such proposal 
ln~tea.d of cal'rying on u c,-nnpa.ign of innu­
endo thJ,t has been pursued evcr since !heir 
members have occupied the Treasury 
benches. rr. is rathPr Uish('urtrming to sit 
here day after day liste:Jing to the Govern­
ment relying solely on defaming· members 
of this side of the CIMmber insten,d of going 
nhcad with the definite policy which !hey 
pro:niscd the people of Queensland. 

Mr. Kmw.w: ·with a policy of £2,000,00J 
and 10,000 jobs. 

:\Ir. BRASSIXGTCiX : l, fo1· one, want 
to sec lhc Go,-ermncnt come out into the 
open and have this matter cleared up by a 
special inquiry. Jf u w:·ong has been done, 
I will not criticise the action taken to punish 
the \\ rongdoers. 

Before resurning Iny F'~at, I ·want briefly 
to review the nw'1sure 'vhich, in effect~ makes 
certain concessions at Lawn Hill to the 
Mount Isa company. There are many 
au;sles from which this question can be 
reviewed. First, there is the angle of the 
company taking an option of that area 
a,nd developing it as soon as possible, thus 
"iding development and making this State 
much richer as .a result I subscribe to that 
policy; but, if the present Government give 
un opt.ion to the pro.;cnt Mount Isa com­
pany over the Lawn Hill show, then the 
company may have too much work to handle, 
and, as a conspquencc, developtnental work 
on Lawn I-lill will suffer. The Government 
should be very ca.rcful in its policy in this 
n•gard. It is little uso tying np that show 
Dn a speciaJ lease if it is not going to 
be• de:velopPd as soon '" possible. It is a 
prob!Pm which requires !he patient study of 
m0mbers of this Chambc r in order that tlw 
right thing 1na~- be done:. 

Mr. COOPER (73rem er): The circumstances 
~urrounding the debate thls afternoon are 
:more than remarkable, and I arn satl::~fied 
that disclosures have been made,· such as 
they are, for one f!C!rpos." only-to divert 
the attention of the people of Au··tralia fumt 
the issue in the FHleral election on Saturday 
week. If ho'1. memlwrs on the other ''ide 
think that it is going to do that, then I am 
very sorry for their thoughts. The tactics 
employed, by the Govomment have b"en 
described "s despicable, and I think the 
dc•cription fits th<> case beautifully. To hcctr 
the great noise of mernbcrs of the Govcrn­
mcllt, one wonlcl think that these matters 
wcr<' being discussed for the very first time; 
that theY wore never lo~own before; and 
that ·nobodv had any idea of the existence 
of any such thing. Yet mombc'rs of the 

[lfr. JJrcr.csin:;ion. 

Go\·crnmc-nt, who \VC'rc thrn in oppo8itiou. 
wcro well aware of the whole circun1stanc(•s 
of tbe case wht•n the Duchcos to r,Iouni J,-n 
Railway Bill was being discu·'••ed. 

Mr. KELSO : No ! 

Mr. COO.PER: I sav "Yes!" and I sha.il 
JH'ove my statement fron1 " I-Iansard. ·· 
Bdorc doing so, let me. say that the sh~ re 
n IYistcr \vas on en for l'nspecLion ,,~heu tllt• 
Bill was going-throngh; that the. rctnrno in 
the Supremo Court were open for mspccltmJ: 
and that all the information that hon. f'"''t lr'­
men opposite have allegedly disclc_.cd HO''· 

was aYailable at the time. 

Mr. KELSO: Kot all of it. You onQhi 10 

qualify your statements. 

Mr. COOPER: You c<!rLinly caul<'. 
tind in the Supreme Court things that 
happened aftc~·wards, but you could L•:_\1 • 

found the things that happened in l923 .. l9c~ 
nnd 1925. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRGCTlOK: 
The share register does not disclose anythi1Jo·. 

:Yir. COOPER: Then where do c·ou <;·et 
your information fro1n now? 

Mr. KELSO: You don't like it? 

:'Jir COOPER: Let me read some of th,• 
rcma;·ks that were made during the debate· 
on the Duchess to Monnt Isa l:tailway Bill. 
H <tnybody could have made ": frank all(! 
free statement on that occaswn, It v, as madc' 
bv the hon. member for 'Wan·cgo, who··l' 
;.;tat(m1cnt was very full, and, I am ~ur_L', 
to the satisfaction of the whole Chamber. lie 
said-

" It is with pleasure that I attvm[lt 
to dcsteov the argument or want of ~11:'-' Ll­
ment of· the Leader of the Oppostt!Oll, 
even though it should be at the cxp<'"''' 
of stating that I am intcrcst~d m th!·· 
proposal. And, lest there shoLlld be a uY 
doubt as to whether I am mterestecl or 
not, let me say at once that I am well 
interested. If anybody J,:sn·h to kllo" 
how f<tr I am intcreFted and he can read. 
he can find out by going to th~ sharl' 
registPr of the cornpany aDd S•'_•GlL g· fnr 
himself." 

Xothing could have been more definite thall 
that. Let me go on. When tho hall. rnemk·r 
for Enoggera \V.;ts. spea~ing, l asked huu. ()J .

1 

half-a-dozen occas1on0 Jf he knew anythn:·­
of rnining, and, if h~ f'l~d eve; 111vested Ollt·' 
penny ]n 1nining actiVltles. rrhe hon. IHl'lll.­
j H:r, shaking his head, sa~d, ". ~ o, .~ La v~' 
uPvcr invested one penny 1n rnuung. 

In 1925 !he hon. member for Enoggera. 
,peaking on tho Duchess to Mount l:·a Hail-
1Yay Dili, said-

" \V e would all feel gratified if " ,.,,,I 
live industry could be cstctuli ·hl'd at 
Mount Isa, in the northern put . ol 
Queensland. F.:ver;· statement _concenllntt 
Mount Jsa has contained glowmg- ropoi·t, 
ns to the possibilities of the field. There· 
has been a tendenc-;- for the share markl'r 
with respect to tl!c Nlouut Isa Propric­
tarv Silver-Lead Limited to fluctuate_ l 
bel~cve that the lowest point wn' reach et! 
l1y tho,e shares in July last, and,~ 1f thl' 
railwa v were constructed to the ,,e]c], lt 

would",p]aee the 'hallm.ark' on t\10,,. 
shares. 

rfhRl'C 'Va~ 110 doubt about ihP H( tual po:--i­
tioll;- yet to-day the hon. member says !Jc 
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ncvPr had an;.r interest in rniniug~that he 
ll('\'Pl' SJX'Ilt one: pcnn:v jn 1nining. 

:i'lr. KEHR: l JlCYer >aid anything of the 
kind. 

:IIr. COOPEH: The hon. member said so 
this aflnl'HOOll in answf'r to a question by 
l.llC'. 

1\Ir. KEHH (f:nouuem): l risP to a point. 
of order. ThL~ 1un. n1ember rnu-'t acc0pt my 
n:-.sHranrn that I ~-:lid nothing of ihe kind. 

'J~hc SPE_.AE:: En_: The hon. n1c1nb~ r for 
BrPnH'r r.nust cu·cc·vt tht• a~snrnnce of the 
hon. memb<~r. 

:\'fr. COOPF.n.: I accept the hou. member'c 
a,;sm·anco that. ho saicl nothing of the kind. 
1 asked ·'DiLl ~· ou ever inve~t n pQnny in 
n1ining in :···ant· life'.'' and he shook his h0ad, 
a11d I n.sk hin1 to acLqJt n1y a.ssurancc. 

J,Ir. KERR: I did not : "Y it. 

:lfr. COOPER: Hc•rc• is what the hon. 
member did say on 22nd October. 1925. as 
repo'rtcd in "Hans;;nl.'' page 1523:-

" 'fho SECRETARY FOH :\'liXE.:;: \Vh<tt Jo 
:.-ou kno\v about 1nining ·: 

'' Th!r. 1(('1'1:: The Scrr('Lrtrv for 2\linC':-3 
may not realise it. but I hav;· had a. few 
,vcars' exptr5ence in 1ninil!~, a11d I have 
lost sorne money jn rnining." 

(Laughter.) Sec wlwre tl1e hon. 1,;embc·r for 
Enog·gcra is getting hin1self ! Lot n1e go a 
little further and ,how that the whole of the 
circumstances 1vere "'sell-kno\vu '" ithin. tht\ 
p1·ecincts of the House; and I again take the 
hon. 1nen1bcr for Eno.::~·gcra as n1y nnthority. 
As reported on the same page of " ll ansarrl." 
he said- · 

"It is freely acknowledgcd"-
Not rumoured, supposed, or suspected--

" It is freely acknowledged that some 
lllCrrlbers of the Govornrnent arc iuter­
estcd in these n1incs." 

Yet the Government conw along to-da.'.- Ydth 
this alleged disclosure as though it were 
known for th'· first tirnc_ It is -to be sup­
posed that the:, had discovered wmething 
that nobody had any knowle-dge of in thf' 
da:; s that are gone; :yet, when the Duchess· 
Moll!lt Isa Railway Bill was going through 
Parlu.nnent the hon. member fo 1• Enogg<'ra 
statea-

" It is freely ackn,nvledgcd that some 
mmnbers of the Govenllnent arr intet­
estcd in these mine'3." 

There were no dPnials to that statement. It 
was freely accepted by this H onsc. Tlh re 
is nothing new in this. 

Mr. KELSO: We did not k11ow it was as 
bad as it is. 

~Jr. COOPER: Th0 hun. member for 
~undah said he did not know any:hing about 
it, and now he s~''S he did not know it was 
a;;; bad as it i.-;. 

Mr_ KIR'.·:AN : He has been '' sticky-beak­
ing." 

Mr. KELRO: I have been 
to some dl'cct to-rlay_ 

'; ~tick:y-beaking " 

Mr. COOPER: It mav be seen now that 
this tremendous exposure' is not an exposure 
at all. This is an attempt to wake Aus­
tralia up to the fact that something terrible 
happened in 1926; and it can now be shown 
that it was publicly known in 1926, and was 

,dal<•d in this House at the time the !\Iount 
fse. Railwa.\ Bill w"s going through. 

::\1r. KERH : By whom? 

',lr. ('UOl'Ert: By the hon_ mombPr for 
1-':nog~cra in l1is speech. 

:\Ir. KERR: ·' One swa!lo,-, does not make a 
HtlllrtJPr." 

:.Tr. COOPER: On 27th October, 1925, the 
l!Oil. nlL'mhl·r for }~noggera said-

" 1t i:< freely acknowledged that som<" 
nlPnl br·rs of th(' Government arc intE:-r­
·~~t<'d in tlH)KC 1nineq." 

.; Frcf'~.Y aeknowl<?dged"·-not suspecbxJ, or 
~npposcd, or hidden, but "frecl.v acknow­
ledged." There \vas no denial. I presumt' 
1lw members of the Government were sitting 
in their places on the front bench-nobody 
tkniecl it--when the hon. member for 
\Yarn•go made statement that he was 
i1:terestecl in the mine. 

Thoro is another thi11g we n1iG"ht as well 
ln<~ntion--lt wa.s stres£-:ed to a certain extent 
by the Ministry, but not very strongly. 
'f'lwen \YPJ'C hvo companies in this 1natter-a. 
big et>n1panjT and a very srnall company. 1f 
ihc litile company ha-d made all the repre­
Rent.a1 ion~ and offered all tho guarantees in 
the world, it would net ha. o carried any 
W<'i<.;ht whatever. Th.e big factors in the> 
con,iruction of that railwa\ wore the arc,;ur­
anceo gi,·en by the big company, which I 
1hink wos the Monnt lsa Limited. 'l'h<' 
Pnblie '\Vorks Co!11n1ission, in its inv0sti;,;a­
tion,, paid no attention whatever to the 
sn1all cornp.any. It "'as keen to get an assur­
ance from those interested in the big com­
pany that the prosprcts were there. I 
r~mrmber the whole of the investig jtione 
particularly well. I remember the pains to 
which some of the members of the com­
mission '\Yent to assure themselves as far a~ 
possible that the ore-bodies wexo there·. 
\Vhr·n you come to think of two gentlenJCu 
getting on in years, like the hon. member 
for Eowen and the late hon. member for 
Mitchell, Mr .• Tohn Pa.yne, going down int-o 
ths -deepest shaft of that mine by a wincJl,lSs 
--a rope-and walking along an unvcntilated 
h;Bnel for some distance, stooping to thP 
ground for a considerable time, to- oxan1ine 
tho ore-bodies as well as they could, yon 
would be satistird. Mr. Speaker, that cvpry 
possible investigation was made as to tlw 
presence of th<;se ore-bodies. I have seen no 
investigation so thorough, nor do I know of 
a time when the commission went so d.·opl,­
into matters to assure themselves that therP 
was every possibility of that mine becoming 
a paying proposition. The com,mission was 
satisfied also that thcrr' was every possi­
bility of the line paying; but it -di-d not owr­
look the fact thaL it would be built solel,\' 
for the purpose of mining; and it desirE>d 
to make doublv sure that it would not be 
like a number" of other linrs in this State 
which aro at the pr<'sent tin1c a big burden 
on the taxpayers. For that reason the corr­
mission put in its report rcco·r:1mcndai"ion 
No. 2, which was read by the hon. mcmbe1· 
for Bowen. I want to draw attention to one 
or two things in it. The guarantee to th0. 
Uovf'rnment was offered by :Mr. \V. H, 
Corbould. on behalf of the Mount Isa Mine' 
Limited. J:vir. Corbould was looked upon as 
thA authorit,v upon ihose deposits. H.• wa.s 
a very careful man, and kecm to know that 
everything was right before he sai-d anything· 
that could be held up in evidence against 
him afterwards. \Ve examined Mr. Corbonld 

Mr. Cooper.] 
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on 24th April, 1924, and it wa~ over tweh·c 
months afterwards that wo made the report. 
The 1·eport was dela;·od for no othm· reason 
than to get an assurance from l\Ir. Corhould 
that he was satisfied that this proposition 
was o-oing te> be everythin~ that it o-ayo 
ind.ica~tion of being. a b 

Mr. KELSO: \Vhat are you trying to prove? 

l\Ir. COOPER : I am tryingi to prove that 
all thew wonderful alleged disclosures are 
not disclosures at all. I want to prove that 
tlw. railway line w<•s rc:·ommcndod upon the 
rnini!lg prospects. 

:.!fr. KELSO: W0 say that, if the line had 
not been built, the •·lure•' of ~v1oullt Is<1 
Propdetar.) Limited Yrunld not haYc been 
worth £125,000. 

l\h. COOPER: I want tu chow that the 
value was ihere before tlH' • ~1ih"\ ay 1vas built. 
and the railwa./ \Yas b•1i~t because the Yalue 
W<t.' there. That is the only rc•asop -.hy th<• 
railway was rccorolHJertded. It \YO.S not 
recon1mended uniil the eon1m1ssion vnl~ 
absolutely satisfiod that the value waB there. 
On 24th Mar.:;h, 1924. Mr. Coruould g<tvc 
the following cYidoncn in alJS'\'er to qucf'tions 
il'k0d by the hon. m•,ml:wr for How<'ll :---

" l)o you think that ~ufficie11t '"·ork 
has boon do•·,c on the Mount lut field to 
justify the building of a milwn:··, 1\lll'thcr 
from Cl on curry or Duch<'e·, at once 'r-1 
do not think so, but I fc-t•l CL' rain that. 
g.s deyeJoynnent get cdu..,nd-iu a. YPrv 
.,hort time--it will be jnstilit'll. 

'"rrow doe.:; it t0n~par0 with ~;thf.'l 
place·~ you have h;1d cha:.:go of in di.ffi~JT .11 
part of the "t\ odd ?-·Judging front ~ur­
face indications. it is fftr ~ulJ<'l'~OL It i~ 
a wonderful sho\Y. 

·• Am I right in uncler~1 andiup: that you 
<tl'O inten~.stcd in orw of the co1npauies 
an the field?-·ye~; ~1ot:HlJ L·:t l\line.: 
Limited." 

That goes to prove that in March, 1924, Mt. 
Corbould \\as not sat.isfi"d. and he' :.oid that 
w~ would not be justified, on tJa' de> clopmoni. 
work that had be,~n done-) iu rt>conlnwnd­
ing the con::,truction of a railway at c,ne(·. 
\Vhat induced the commi"ion lo nHtk<• that 
l'€c.ommcndation in July, 1925' Onl:- addi. 
tional evidence. In July, 1925, thio \'Pry oamc­
gcntleman came forward \vith a gnarant{'(~ 
against loss to the Govcrnn1Pnt on the rail­
way to the extent of £100.000. 1o 1"' l'aid 
in ten annual instalments of £10.000 <'ech. 
This guarantee proved that 11r. Corbould 
was then satisfied th:1t the show had bePn 
sufficiently developed. and \Vas fnr enongh 
ahead to warrant the undertaking of the 
building of the railway, a.nd he and the 
big money interests associated with him 
nho\vcd it by Fayinp; thcv \YC'l'f~ prepared 
to zuarantee £100,000 sprca.d on·t· a p<'riod 
of ten :rears against lo:~cs on the~ ra1hvny. 

:Y1r. JOKES: Ilo backei his opiniou. 

Mr. COOPER· He backed his opinion, as 
mn reminded, to tho extent of £100,000, 

t:lLd that ought to ha\Te bc('n ~ufficicnt evi­
dence for anybody that tho vah~e '' :u-; t.hPn\ 
and, as the mines hnYc de·n:lopcd. the Y<due 
has been shown to be thl'rt'. Th() buildi11g· 
of the raihyay has been amply j•J··titiccl. nY'd, 
as .:1 matter of fact, it ill go on in the ~,yay 
in which the commission thought that it 
would ;ro on and bP a wondPrful a~:-~~,t to 
1ho development of ~orth Quec'nslnncl. 

,Just ono other point-that is the ~tal< 11101\IO 

that has been made that, bccaU'l' certain 

[Jir. Cooper. 

members wore interested. in this matter, they 
should not have voted upon it. There is no 
evidence whateyer that thev did vote upon 
it. The Opposition wore ulso satisfied as to 
the decency of the propos"l-bccausc they 
knew of the propc-·ml; they knew that the 
hon. member for \Varro~·o waJ interested 
in it; they knew that members of the Govern­
ment were interested in it; they knew that 
the share register was open, bee a uso the 
hon. member for \V iLrrego offorc·d it to them; 
they knew that the documents at the Supreme 
Court "ere open for inspection: and they 
were so far satisfied with the proposal that 
theY uid not call " Divide " unon the socord 
rea.diotg of the Bill. That is the astonishing 
thin!!, ~<.nd the suggc"iion of tlw hon. Illernber 
f(n· E w.rr.gera that r~rtnin rnPtnbcrs who 'vero 
intcrc··t<>d 'ot<~d on the proposal cannot " hold 
water " for the simple reason that nobody 
k·;ows that their yotes were with th<> "Ayes.'' 
;\l! that >nybody knows is ilw.t the Spc":kcr 
was ::-atisiicd that thPrc were suffiCient 
" Aves" to carry the Bill, ami he declared 
ir c~~rricd. and. if any of these rnernber'j \vere 
in the House ·at the time. thoro is nothing 
to show '' hoth<·r they voted, because hon. 
members opposite did not call " Divide." 
The suggestion that they voted in favour of 

proposal m which they were interested 
does not "hold water." It is not recorded in 
the minutes of the l-lom;e or in " Hans:1rd." 
That is another " ghost " that goes back to its 
grave. I think we haYe successfully "laid 
these ghosts" raised by the Goyprnment 
to t.he L'ffcct that there hfts been •,omc 
tremendous scandal. vVe have "laid 
the ghost " that lJobody knev: an~'-
thing about this proposal: we have. "la1d 
the ghost" that the Oppo~ition d1d not 
know an;yil1ing abont nwmhers of the Go\·ern­
tnent being inb='rested 7 because the hon. 1nen1-
bcr for E-t~oggera ~aid that it wrrs " freely 
acknowledged ''.that members of the Govcru· 
n1cnt \HJre interested in Mount Is a, and we 
had the st~ttement of the hon. member for 
\Yarrego that hl' w:ts intorcst<cd, and lhr>rc 
was no denial fro1n In(•mb~rs of the Govern­
ment that they were iutorestul. If anything· 
" went 11p lik-e a rocket and en me Down lilu.~ 
the stick " it is the wondn-ful disdosures thal, 
have !wen made by the Government to·de.y. 

[4.30 p.rn.] 
Mr. l\'IMMO (Oxl•·11): IH t >king part in 

this .debate it is with great ro{:!rct that I 
find t.hat. public men have scPn fit to abuse 
!he privilPH'S extended to them b;· the people 
of Que.•nsland by obtaining holdings in com­
roani" which thei1· p 1sit;on onahlc·d them to 
do. 

~11·. BnA::.sn:cnoiS": You \vant to be carefuL 
Yon arc interested in ('0111panics. 

Mr. Nil\1MO: My intcrc·;t in companies 
has bt>ell acquired by means of money 1 have 
L:.nned. 

Hr. BR''·SIKGTOK: We could just as easily 
sav, as hon. me-nbcrs opposite have said 
coilLerlling others, that you are dishonest. 

Mr. 1:\IM?IlO: After listening to the de­
bate, I decidd that I should secure accu­
rul·c inforn1ation. and I haYn had turnr>d up 
the filt of the MonM T<t M in<., showing the 
sharellolding tran::.actions in th:tt corupany. 

3.Ir. BED~ ORD: Hive years old! 
l\1r. ='JI::\Il\10: " Be wrc your sins will fmd 

vou ont.'' 
, Jlfr. BEDI'OHI>: Poor thing! 

Mr. l\'Il\1MO: I am not a poor thing I 
am not here to scour,, a benefit at the 
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'·xpcnse of the people of this State•. The 
~louut Isa Mines Limited share register 
,,bows Mr. Theodore's holding in NJ<,unt Isa 
1\Iines Limit<. d. On 4th FebruarY. 1926. 
T. \V. Bi~gs transfcn·ecl to him 5,000 fully 
p.1id-up shares in the company. It is to be 
noted that Mr. T. \Y. Biggs 1Yas the solici­
Jor who rP;.:istored the ::Vlount Isa Proprietary 
Bih-er-Lead Limited. 

2\Ir. BEDFORD: He Jid not register the 
proprietary. 

~Vlr. J\'D.1MO: It might m•ll hP asked if 
Mr. Biggs \Vas a tl·ustef~ of those shares for 
l\'Ir. Thcodore. On 25th February, 1926, 
::VIr. Theodore received. by allotment, a fur­
ther 480 fully-paid sh•trcs ;n ;Hount Isa 
:V1ines out of 125,000 slmros. making his 
;ntercst 5,480 shares, which he disposed of. 

::VIr. BEDFORD: Which he paid fo1·. 

::\Ir. ='-ilMi\10: The regiskl' fmlher dis­
closes tl,e fctct that Mr. \Villiam ::\lcCormack 
had a shareholding in this compcny. On 
15th February, 1924, ~Ir. \'.'i!liam l\1cCor­
mack, l'cgi·.tcred as at •' Lands Department, 
Brisbane," rf';;f'iVf d bv allotn1t~nt 10() shares 
of £20 each in ::VIom1t lsa 11incs Limited. 
On 11th June, 1926, out of 712 shares allotted 
ctt a board meeting held on the same date, 
he was allotted 100 £20 contributing shares. 
On Jet DeccmbPr, 1926, thc<c 200 £20 shares 
were subdivided int-o 4,000 £1 shares. On 
25th February. 1926. lw r'coiYccl by allot­
ment a further 625 fully paid-up sh~res out 
of 125,00C fully paid-up shares, in accordance 
with the contract with the proprietarv com­
pany, making his total 4,625. Dispc;silions 
were later made which reduced his holding 
to 300 shares, and this inchtdcd a transfer to 
Londcm of 1.5GJ shares. On :7th February, 
1927. the 625 sharf's allottf'd in February 
1926. wer,, recoiled and cane•.'llod. and th'l~ 
left his sharcholcling ini.er<'st at 2,600. By 
:--nbsequPHt cl1sposiiions) including the 1,500 
.'hares tramfc,rrcd to Londcm. -Lis holcling 
,-as reduced to 3JO. On 3i·d Mhrcll, 1927 
he T<'criYecl by allotmc·nt 562 full:- paid-up 
~hares transferred to London. his holdin~~ 
lea:;cs in accordance with the contract with 
the prorrietary company. This bmught his 
holdmg. so far as the :l\t'w South \V.ales 
register disc1QsPs it. tn 862 shan•s, which \v-ore 
<>vcntually disposed of. 

)Jo\v we corne to the shan•Lolc"iing of Mr. 
~-\_Ifrcd Jarnes JoneP) "'Ban Ban.' Fir:-,t 
aYenuc, Eagle Junction, Brisbane." On 
lOth Dcccuh<'r, 1925. F. ll.ombriclge tJ·ans­
f~rrell to him h,-cllty fulh- ].aiel-up £2G 
"'"n". On 1st Dr'cPmher, 1925. thrsp wer<> 
.'ubcliYidcd into 400 £1 shan '· 

::\1r. BEDFORD: Tf'rrib!t•! 

::\1r. i\'12\12\10: Iu FPbruarv. 1926. Mr. 
K C. S<tint-Smith tran.sfcrrcd to ::Vlr. ,J om'>' 
1.300 shares, making his total ],o]rlin~· 1.70·J 
.share·,. 

The SECRETARY I OR R.\IL w 1 y~ : Oh : 
Yfr. BEDFORD: Ghastly. 

J\h. NI::\BIO: I fin cl that this ::\Ir. Saint­
Smith was formerlv an cmplovce of the 
~\[incs Dc•parlment. .. , 

The SECRETARY FOR HilL\\ AYS: Oh: 
11r. BEDFORD: li0 i-"- noY', gcn('ral n1anager 

of the l\Iount Isa Company. 

:\1r. KINB'!O: \Yell, the l<•ac;t said abou~ 
it the bctt~r. On thP same datc 543 fully 
·pmd-up shareJ were allotted to Mr. Jones, m 
a< c·ordancc with a. contract dated 7th 
JiecPrfibf'r, 1925, rnak ing h1P. sharPhnldinc· 
Jntr-rcst 2,24.) sh(!ff 3. 

Mr. JONES: What "as wrong with that? 
Can't he register those shares? 

Mr. KIRW AN (Brisbane) : Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to a point of order. Is the hon. mem­
ber for Oxley in order in reading his 
speech? 

Mr. BEDFORD : It is not his speech. 

Mr. NIMMO : I am not reading my 
speech. I want to have the facts on record. 

The SPEAKER: I understand that the 
hon. member is not reading his speech, buC. 
is giving partirulars regarding holdings of 
shares from a document. (Opposition inter· 
jectione.) 

Mr. :'\IMMO: l-Ion. mr·mbers opposite do 
not like it. I have to n•ad these figures, 
which I haYe had extractt·d from the register 
in the Supremo Court. J\lr. J one, then haJ 
tmnsferred to him 200 shares, making his 
total allotment 2,443 shares. By transfer-; 
he reduced this allotment to 1,143 shares 
In Fchruan. 1927. the 513 sharcc nrc.-ioush· 
a1lc:tlE'd under agrecmen t "\Ye re rec::dled and 
cancdled, then leaYing hirn with 600 shares. 
By transf<'r, lw rccciYPcl another 100 shares. 
making his total 700. B.- transfers from 
him egain this was rNluccd to 100. In 
March, 1927. 454 fully paid-up shares wcr<' 
allotted i o Mr. J om•s. in ac0orcl~nce wii 11 
contract dat,•d 17th Fcbrua1·y, 1924, mnking 
his tot a 1 5°4. 

::\1r. BEDFORD: This is dreadful! 

Mr. XI:\IMO: \'.'hy l haw arranged all 
t.hnse tran~action:; is jn~t to sho1s hon. rnern­
bcrs r nd the people of Oucc•nsland that we 
hayn hn(l nh'n in th~s Pn·rlinment. {;}ected 
by the people of Qu~e;,,\end. '·'·ho wcr2 
using thE'ir positions ,,, ith adYantage to 
th<'mseln•; in re,;mrcl to the-e allotment' 
an cl tran,fC'rs of shnrr '· 

There is anoth<'r lot of share'< of which I 
took a note•. Th:1t if.1 ttlP history of tht> 
shareholding intcre::-t of a rnan narned 
Handolph BNlford. 

2\1r. KEL~O: Who is he? 
l\Ir. BEDFORD: 1\lcrnLer for \Yarrcgo. 

Mr. XDlMO: On 151L Fcbr,mry, 1924. 
he recci vcd fifty full,- p·~id-up £20 shares in 
1tlount I:;a Ivlinrs Limited. in accordance 
with coHiract dated 17th Februar,, 1924, 
and a letter nf 12th Fcbrnarv. 1924. His 
holding on 24th Kovc·mbcr. Hi25, was fifty­
six £20 shares, which on bt Dfcembcr, were 
subdivided into 1,120 £1 skues. Of these 
720 "·ere transfe,-rccl to ,John \Vren. 

GoYEIG}IE:·T MDIBER~ : Oh ! 

l\Ir. XT:MMO: That left n balance of 400 
shftrcs which Mr. BcJford held. 

:\h. BEDFORD: I sold tl;cm. 
~Ir. I(rRWAN: If it •· as .John Tiro\vn, lG 

would be all right .. 
The SECRETARY FOU R.llL W.\ Y'· : Is that th•' 

John \l'rcn dw gave you £10.000 to fight 
your election? 

::VIr. :\IM:\10: On 25th Janua.ry, 1926, 2\1r. 
Bedford's sharcholding int.•rest incrcctsed 
£1-om 400 to 20.760 sharce bv the allotment of 
20.360 fully p.~id-up .-hm;e3 in accordance 
with contract dotc·J 7ih Dc•cembcr, 1925. Of 
thc·se lw sold 4~0. and the bolance. namelv 
20.360, were cancelled in accorc'"ncc with the 
agr0ement of 7th Drcr-mbcr, 1925. Tn Feb­
ruarv, 1927, hc1 acquired a further COO shares 
which were subsequently disposed of. 

l\Tr. ,Joxrcs: What is wrong with a member 
investing in an Australian industry? 

Mr. Nimmo.] 
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Mr. NIMMO: In :\Iarch. 1927, he received 
17,805 fuJJy paid-up shares in part considera­
tion for purchase of leases in accordance 
with contract of 17th February, 1927. 

Mr. KmWAX: You are reading :your speech 
all right. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

:Vlr. :'\II:Ml\110 : I ha vc recourse to a copy 
of the officictl register bec.tuse I desire to 
deal with this matter very fully. These were 
the last shares acnuircd bv him. He has 
since disposed of tho whole o'f his shares, with 
the exception of 200, whic·h were held by him 
on 18th A pri 1, 1929. Tlw dispositions 
included the transfPr of 1,400 shares to 
London. 

Then we come to the ,hare• of " 11ary 
Bedford, cue of R. Bcc!ford, Parliament 
Home, Bri.sbanc." in t'cbruan·. 1926, she 
wPs allotted 240 fnll.v po.id-Ujl · shares in 
,.,ccordance with contr::tct dated 7th December, 
1925. Iu Febmary, 1927, these were recalled 
and cancelled, and in :\larch, 1927. she was 
allotted 216 fully paid-np ''wrcs in accord­
ance with contract dated 17th February, 
1927. These shares she clislJOsed of. 

Mr. GHB!S'WXE: That ''"s not his "Little 
:\Iary !" (Laughter.) 

Mr. BRASSio;GTO~: Slmt np talking- about 
it, and giYe us an inquny. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

:\fr. :-.; LYI:\10: Conti.millg- further. I come 
to the share·, in tk• lUll\C\ of '· Florio Bed­
ford. motor PnginPt•r, care of R. Bedford, 
l'adianwnt lionw. BrishnJJc" I find that 
"' Febrn:try. 1926. Florio Bedford was 
,,Jlottc•d 100 full:· w.ic!-up share, in ~lount 
Is::t :\fines Li1nited in accordance ·wjth con­
tract dated 7th Dt•cPmbcr, 1925. In Feb­
l'llal".·. 1927. thr"' shar•·, w·!r<' recalled and 
canc:•lled, and in l\I:neb, 192'7, he was allotted 
90 fully paid-up shnn•s in accordance with 
agreement dated 17th February, 1927. These 
::-hares he disposed of. 

M;· .. Joo;Es: \Vhat is wrong with that' 
Mr. BED<?OHD: ':\othing at all; he does not 

know. Shoddy mint! ! Shoddy business ! 

Mr. ='Jll'.B10: Tlw historv of the share­
holding interest of .. Eric vVilliam Bedford, 
care of Randolph Bedford, Parliament 
House, B1·isbane," , bow,.; that on 25th Feb­
ruary, 1926, he rccr•i-;cd 100 fully paid-up 
stares in 2viount Is a i\line~ Lhnited in accord­
ance with contract elated 7th DecPmbc;·. 1925, 
bd.YYCC!l that compa n,- and Mount I sa Pro­
prietary Silvcr-LPad Li,mited. In Fobruarv, 
1927, thesP wcrr reca llod, all(] in :\1brch, 
1927, an allotment of 90 fully paid-up shan•s 
was made ln accord~ nee ·L ith the contract 
with the proprietary company dated 17th 
February, 1927. These shares were lrttor 
disposed of by him. 

Another lot of shares rcgi :tercel v, as in 
re•pect of " Randolph Edward Bedford. care 
of R,. Bedford, Padiarnent Hou~e, Brisbane." 
In. February, 1926, he was allotted 100 fully 
]1a1d-up 'hares in acconhnce with contract 
datPd 7th December. 1925. In Februarv. 
1927, these wore recalled alld cancelled aJJd 
in March. 1927. he v. as allotted 90 'fnlly 
paid-up shares in accordance with {:ontraCt 
dated 17th February. 1927. These shares he 
disposed of. My reason for collecting all 
that inform.ttion--

1\Ir. KTRWAX : You n<>YC'r collectnd it. 
\Yh:y not tell the truth? 

[ JJ1·. Xirnmo. 

Mr. ='-IIMl\110: Was to be sttre that w€· 
were ou the right ground. 

Vvhen we see public men a busing th<' con­
fidcnc'e which the people ha Vf' placed in them. 
it makes one's blood boil. particularly whe1. 
we think of the master-mind behind all these 
tactics. vVe know why that man was brought 
from the Southern State·<, given a safe seat 
in this Parliamenr, aud why these m0n used 
him to dist.ribute these faYours amongst them­
selves. 

Question-That the Bill be nmY read a 
second time-put and pa8'oc!. 

Consideration of the Bill in Committe, 
made an Order of th'.' Day for 'fuesday next. 

POSTPONKVIEl\'T OF ORDER OF THE 
DAY. 

The SECRETAUY FOil. PUBL:IC 1:\ 
STUUCTIO.:\f (Hon. R :\1. King, Logan): 
l move-

,, That Order of the Day J\'o. 2 be 
postponed until after the consideration of 
Order of the Day No. 3." 

::'11r. Km wAN: For "hat reason? 

Tho SECRETAHY FOR PUBL<lC H\. 
STRCCTION: Because of tlw absence of the 
Treasurer, who is in charge of that Bill. 

Mr. KIRWA="' (Br:.;oanc): I think the 
hon. gentleman might l1e a little more cour­
teous to the Opposition. This morning the 
hon. gentleman asked leave to move a motiou 
witf1out notice. I had no idea what that 
motion contained, but I agreed to it. l 
think the least the hon. g·entlernan mig-ht 
do is to let the Oppositiou know the necessity 
for this alteration. 

Mr. l(EHR: Because t}w Trca~urr•r }5. 

absent. 

Mr. KIRW L~C'\: Tbc hon. member is !JOt 
the Leadc1· of the· Go,·crnmcnt. 

An 0PPO~ITlOX ME>IBER: He expected to be. 

Mr. KIRWAX: I cio not !mow ,,Jmt po~i. 
tion the hem. mprnber expected to hold. I 
Ruggest to the :Secretary for lJublic Instruc­
tion that he should ~hovv smne cons.ic1eratiou 
for the Opposition. Jl will be admitted that. 
·when \YP occupied t!w TrPa::>nry lJcnche -, If 
i:; 1va.~ contenlplatf'd to n1akC' any altcnttioJJ 
on the business-shed rhc> Leader of th<• 
Opposition wa' consulted. This morning the· 
hon. gentlcruan asked ]e~t\'P to 1110VC' a 1notio~1 
·without notiCe. ttnd did lJOt indicatr· 'vhat 11 

was. IIc ne\·cr spoke to the '' \Vlup ., Ot' 

any other hot!. member on this sidP, !Jut I 
al~OIYed it to go. and. \Yllen I .. dte1upted tu 
discU:-38 it, you, ~lt·. Sp."tJ.:Pr, pulled n1t' np. 
I am 'tn·prised at th<· nttitucle aclul'tc.•d h: 
the llon. gL·ntlcrncllL 

Tho SECEETAHY FOR PlJBL1L' J'\'. 
STHCCTIO:-.i (Hun. R ::'11. King, Looan): 
l am Yerv sorrv indeed that the hon. membL•t· 
hoF take;1 np "tho stand that he ha As a 
rnattcr of fact, I had uo idea t~wt lw \va;-; 
ac~t.lng as Icad-'r. 

Mr. Knw:A:;: You knew who tiw "\YLip'' 

The SECRETARY FOE PCBLK' IX· 
STH.UCTION: I ccrtainlv did. W!H•n tl~<, 
hon. n1rrnber asked me~ just now \rhy 
desired the )lostponement of this Orrl• r, I sairi 
that it was because the Trcamrt'L who ;, 
it> charge of the Bill. is uot prPsL;nt. LN 
me tell the h:m. member that I ha n: shu\Y!l 
a gTeat ckal of consideration to tlw Oppo-i­
tion. This n1Grning wlH''l I moved for leaYe 
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·w place the Babindr. State Hotel Sale Bill 
on the business-paper for to-day, in reply 
rn the hon. mem':Jer for Brisbane I said that 
i ~ would be second on the list. Since then 
I have rcvicw~:d th.:.. position as an act of 
courtesy to the Leader of the Opposition, 
Y>ho is at present in the North. That hon. 
member went aw<ty knowing that the 
1\abinda State Hotel Sale Bill was on the 
; :usincss-paper -for Tuesday next, aud, <-1:;;: h(' 
h;~_d rnovod an irnportant amendnwnt in Corll­
•nittct", I thouvht it was onlv fair to him m t 
to bring that Bili on to-cl a.,:: 

I have .tnet the Oppo.~:.ition ill this n1attcr. 
:; have rno,od that 0r<kr No. 2 otand over 
rmtil after the con,idoration of Order No. 3 
,imply because Order :\o. 3 is purely a 
ltlachinerv Bill and is liOI; likelv w cause 
{!iscussiorl. ' 

Question (J[r. Il.inr;'s motion) put and 
1 •assed. 

!'tEAL PUOPEH'l'Y (CO:\IMONWEALTII 
DEFENCE J'\OTil<'lC~\'l'IO:K) BILL 

BECOND READING. 

The \TTORNEY-GENEHAL (Hon X. F. 
\[acgroarty, South flrislwn!'): This Bill is 
il<troduced in rrccorda.ncc with s0ctiou 12'" (lJ 
·Of tlw Ddencc Act of 1918, which rca,d•-

'' The Governor-Gc,neral mav make 
regulatiom, not inconsistent v,;ith this 
.\et, prr scr!bing· all matters which by this 
Act arc required or permitted to be pre­
:-;;crihed, or "·hich art.7 necessary or con­
venient tv bo prescribed, for securing 
the discipline and good government of 
the- Defence Force." 

Then we come to subsection (n) of the same 
c.-t•ction~ 

"The regulation of the quartering or 
billc·ting of members of the Defence 
_li~orce in time of war." 

:-Ot-ction 124 was amended bv the Act of 1927 
t{) read- · 

''Section on( b.tuHll'cd and hvl'.:ltv-four 
of thP Defence . \et. 1903-1818, 1s 
cnnended-

(a) By inserting la ,ubsechon (1), 
after pe,ragraph (n). the fullowing 
paragraph:-

' (na) The regulation, control. m· 
prohibition of the construction oi 
buildints or oth0r ercdions within 
areas }~roc:laiinecl by the Governor­
General to bo areas in which such 
regulation, control, or prohibition is 
necossarv fm· the dof<'nce of the Corn­
monweaith.' " 

;\t an earlier stage the Leader of the 
Opposition made s.ome reference to compen­
,ation in regard to land rhat mif(ht eubstl­
qucntly come within the ambit of the Com­
lllonwcalth Act by proclamation. 

.VIr. KIRWA~;: That is the rnaia question! 

The ATTOR:\<LY-GE"-'ERAL: That is 
rho rnain question, but it i:;; no concern 
11hate><'r of thic partic·~iar Rill. If anyorw 
t1as a claim for co1nponsation, it is a matter 
which must be brought before' the Common­
', calth, and this machinery 13ill has no 
]),..~ring on such a claim for compensation. 
It is simply a matter of passing the Bill, 
and. if there is any claim, it will have to be 
Lit alt with by the Defence Department. For 
tLo information of hon. members, I will 
quote a letter of 24th December, 1928, writ­
ten by Mr. Marr, for the Prime Mini'!;ter, 

to the Premier of Queensland. He also 
forwarded the " Commonwealth Gazette " of 
26th Dev1mber, 1928, colltaining a proclama­
tion b:i the Governor-G<'neral, in which 
certain defPncc areas aro set ont. I a.m onlv 
going to read the rc•leviwt parts of the 
letter~ 

" I should be glad if you would assist 
in the administration of this statutorv 
rule b_y instructing the shire, county, ant! 
municipal councils co-,corned to withhold 
permission for the construction of build­
ings or erections in tho axoas concerned 
which would contran•no the regulation,. 
and in euch cases to refer the applicants 
to tho District Base Commandant." 

The letter deals ith ol:h<'r things, nd then 
:-rr. Marr finally states--

.. It should he stilt<'d that those regu­
lations ,.-ill be a·dministored bv the Com­
nlonwealth Governn1ont in thu' 1not:t sym­
pathetic. ruanner.'' 

Instruf'tions \l-·~re given by the late GoYern­
Inent to the va6ous ioc,11 authorities, se> 1 hat 
th.cy were prepared to take steps to comply 
>nth the Commonwealth's r(,quest. 'l'his Bill 
·.,as the result of a conference between Uw 
CommonwPalth and 1'\t.atc' in Mav. 1929. at 
which thf\ following meiHorandun1 waJ pn)-
,ented by Eu: Con1rnon\'\d:alth:- -

"Under section 124 of the Defence Act 
1903-27, power is gi' 011 to the Governor­
General to maim regulations for tlw 
regulation, control, or prohibition of thP 
construet,ion of buihlings or other erec­
tions within areas proclaimed bv th(· 
Governor-General to bt• areas in .. which 
~uch regulation, control, or prohibitiou 
1s neecssary for the defence of the Com­
mnnwl'alth. 

'' i\ proclamation proelnhning suc:h 
areas was pub] ished in the ' Gazette' of 
26th DN·embcr, 1927, and full descriptions 
of all the areas affected were givc•n ... 

think our areas WNO fouT~Southport. 
L.dton, Enoggera, and Thursday Island-

" The Control of Defence .\reas RP­
gulations (1927) were promuJ&(ated 
specifying the restrictions {}perating iu 
each area. 

" RogulatioiJS made under the ahove 
power operate in respect of arras which 
have been proclaimed, and the combined 
result of the l'i':;ulation and the pro­
clamation is that. the titles of t.he owners 
of land within tho proclaimed areas are 
affected, but no provision exists in the 
regulations or othenvise, for placinr~· a 
notifieation of the proclamation upon -tht• 
title, so that any intonding purchaser of 
the lanrl may become aware of the fact 
that the proclamation has been made. 

" On the 24th December, 1927, the 
Prime Minister addrc,.sed a letter to the 
Premier of each Statn forwarding a copy 
of the proclamahon and reo;ulatioe1s and 
inviting hin1 to bring the regulation::; 
under the notice of the Registrar-General 
of Titles, so thrrt any notificatio'1 t.bat 
he rr1ay consider necc..,sarv 'may be m.a<:h' 
on ti llc·s affected. " 

"In order to deai with this position 
it is sugge,ted that the following pro­
cedure should be adopted in connection 
with this matter:~ 

li.) A ref(ulation should be mEde 
under the Defence Act providing that 
the Minister shall, by registered letter, 
send " copy of the proclamation tn the 

Hon. N. 1?. lYiacgroarty.] 
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R~gistrar of Titles or other ofiicer in 
charge of the land titles registration 
"vstem of th0 State in which the land is 
situated, and that ho should send a 
similar notification to the owners of 
t.lv3 land affected as ap11earing by regis­
trations in the Ofi-ire of Titles or 
Registrar-General's Oflice of the State. 

lii.) 'rhat thfl States should take 
"t<ms to amend thc law so th et tho 
nc,1es%ry notii]cation shall be recorded 
upon tlw docnments of title in the 
offic~ and so that there shall bP power 
(wherP necessar,·) to require the pro­
duction of documents of title from the 
owner f?r ~aking any duplic3;te 
me-mora-naa wluch rnay be necessary. 

The Bill provides that the Registrar of 
T'itles rnay register on CC'rtificau s of tjtle 
notifications of the proclamations under the 
Defence Act. There is power for the 
registrar to call for rel'tificates of title and 
enforce their production, under '1 penalty 
not exceeding £20 for refusal. I quoted the 
reo-ula,tions CJreYiously. 1 have them before 
m~ novv, a.nd they ttrP YC'l'\' long, and it is 
not !1Ccossary to' read th8n1 again. They 
tnake provision with rc~gard to the. storage 
of oil or explosives, and the restriction of 
buildings io a certain height, ete A pur­
chase<" of land should know what lanrl he is 
buying, vvhat rc_ '~trictions there nuty bo upon 
its use, and ,,hat procla.mations have been 
made so that thPse ngi trations c,f notifica­
tions 'arc realh for the benefit of purchasers 
of land. " 

Mr. KIRW·\N: For their protection. 

The ATTORNEY-GE~ERAL: Ye>. 'l'his 
l'f -..:olutioll ''vas pa::osetl at the Prcmi('rs' Con­
ference on 28th May, 1929:-

"That State lngis!ation sho'~t!d be 
pae"ed to enable th · Conunonwealth to 
ubt,~~rin registered titk) to laud acquired 
by thn Comillonvroalth and to proYido for 
notificcLtions rendci·ccJ IIl'<:Csf'ary b,. the 
proclamation uncier section 121- of the 
Defence Act." 

[5 p.m.] 
In 1924 the ('ueenslcnd Parliament passed 

an Act enabling 1l1e Con1m01r, e·Llth . to 
obtain titles. a.nd this Bill merely proVldcs 
tktt the prodarnation shall be notified upon 
the title. The object of the Brll rs to 
provide that no iilC01l\~~;nil~llce shall be 
suffcrPd bv the Cor:unorn ··11th Govrrrnncnt, 
and that Pecple will be fully rt\vnre of the 
ronditio11" under which the lantl is pur­
C'hasc<L I do not kno\\ tba'L I can rrivo any 
fui·ther information to tlw House. I beg to 
lTIOYC-

" That the Bill be n0w read a 'ccond 
time_,·, 

:\lr. KIHWA~ (!JI'isln•!c): The Bill is a 
very si1nplc onf', and one ba~0d on a rc·olu­
tion carried at a PrPrn.i('r's Confcr:..:nc0. ?\o 
doubt the Federal GoYC'rnnY,nt consider it 
nL'c ~s::ar\~ that. "\Yith rc.~ncet to anY :-trea 
IT <orYed. for defence p{uposn, alf titles 
should be nu:_rkcd in SlE.'h a 'vay that pu_r­
choscrs of land will be awaro of an0' dis­
ocivantag(~R. r:l~he Attorno·:-General hag 
pointcrl out that very dra~tjc rPgulations arc 
rnon1ulgatcd b,' the Cornrnonwealth Goyern­
rnen~ rebting to the height of buildin;~s and 
with resnect to the construction of a certain 
t:·pe of bnilding. Therefore, it is only fair 
that purchasers of land should be protected 
and f'hould he aware of any disadvantages 
Qttaching to the land, and that these matters 
should be marked on the title showing that 

[Hon. 1Y. F. JYlacgroarty. 

the land i-.; :-.ubjel't to regnlatio!! b~; thE· 
Ddcnco Department. 

ThNc i' another mctttcr on which l rq ·n, 
sorn0 infonnation, although, perh p~. thl 
.A ttornr•v-Gencral rna~.' not have it at llis 
disposal, sePing that it does not afFc, t hiE 
clepartmc1>t. He stated that the Common­
''''talth GovPrnn.E~nt v,LTC prepared to gin~ 
sympathetic consideration to the quc.~tioH of 
payjng eon1fJC'nsation on th,~~ re':lU.t...J.jltion of 
land. ThP AttonH;v-Ucneral will rcalir:(' ~_hat 
it 1night be lll'l'E'~~a r~,- -in the cou1·~· of a 
fey, years for the Defence Departnwnt to 
extend the an'a rccmircd for the effective 
defence of Australia: It may be nec::."'Sary 
to rcsumo certain lancl) and I should likt~ to 
know if. in the event of buildings bPing 
already constructed, the ovvners will br- C'OD1-

pclkd to camp],· with tho regulation or to 
rrb:wdon tlw buildings, and. if so, would tlw 
Con1n10ll\n•alth Covernrnrnt be prepared to· 
pay reasonablP conlJ1€'lBation? I quit-, rt ali~e 
tl•·1t it it-i a rnattt~1· entirely for the Com.rnon­
woalth Government: l•ut. if the Attorney­
General conlcl give the information, it would. 
Lv ru1s:;;uring to pcoplP who will come withill 
an a.rcc1 b~.' virtno of the re::r,ulntions. It i:3 
Tif'CP~sary tha.t they ~hould be 11rotcctr-d to 
tlJt:• extent. of rl\ceiving reasorutb1P compen­
sation for PXpCIHlituro incurred in th'-' con­
struction of buildings prior to the prochma­
tion of the area as a dPfcnco area. ;,;o 
rca,onable objediun < ~n otherwise lv· Lkon 
t0 ihP Bill. It is absoluL+ essential for th0 
]Wrpose of def:nlCe. I qui.te underst •,nd till' 
position of the Go,··C'rnml'nt, and thic; IIou.sP 
cannot take any objectio"' to a Biil of thi 
character. 

The ATTOR"\"EY-(;E:'\ERAL (Hon. X. F. 
J'.Iuegronrty. (SaC~/h l.lri.,ban<), in rC!Jly: l 
1vonl<1 like to n•pP.:t what I 'rf'ad-a Jhort 
extr td from the letter elated 24th Decem'Jcr. 
1928. "ritten bv :VIr. Marr. for the Prim" 
-:'\ !inisrC'r, ro tbe 'rhen Prcrnier of Queer .;land. 
1Ir. )I(·Conna{'k·--

.. It shcuicl bto 8lat0d that these 
tions ·will lH' ac.hninistercd bv th:~ 
rnon1', ~'ul1 h Govern1ncn t ln a· rno..;t ~ytn· 
]l<tthctic n1ann0r. ~' 

Tkt' '1Ftms that ihc C'mnrnow.vealth Covem­
rncn' y,:nuld conrper.,,ate ar:ybody Ulljustl;­
injured. If an area we-re proclu.irncd 
to-rnorro~.v '.T:hcn,in a lmilding had to bl' 
dPnu]i,.hcd bccan'e it v.~as not of the right 
type, HH'ff' i~ no donbt that. a clnin1 for cout­
lH·llSrt' ion af.(ain:;.t ihe Common·, PaJth CoYern­
Ir'.cnt 01' th(; p1 ,Ynt.J illdiYiclual \Yho dP­
tno}i,hul it would 1Jt sudair0d. There is not 
the sli·"htc,t doubt that an7 GoYernment;. 
would acllnillistr-r this rnattCr in a syn1~ 
pnl.hC'tic lll<UJnr•r and compens~1to the owner. 
There i:-; nothing- to fear in thi::: 1·c'P'-='! t on 
t.ho pnri of an:· it,di\·}dual 'vho rnay be con· 
ccrned. 

Qm"tiun--That t.he Bill be now rca:l ,, 
second tirnc~put and pa::;scd. 

Co::u::.nTTEE. 

(~~lr. Jia.tU'(l!, '/'ot;rrr,nr;) 011r: of fhf' ,.,n,,cl of 
1'emp()rary ('flnirrnen) ,:11. the chuir.) 

Clan~r~ 1 to 4. both inclusiYC\ and the­
t-·dJr•du]e agrcPd to. 

Th,, Home rl'mmt'd. 
The TE)!?OR\HY CH HH3fAX reported the Bill 

without amcnclmc·nt. 
Thin1 r::_'a Lliu~ r-~10 Bill n1adc an OrdL•t~ 

of the Day for Tnoeclay next. 
The IIon"' acl;ou,·ned at 5,10 p.tn. 




