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Supply.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions,

FRIDAY, 4 OCTOBER, 1929.

The Speaxer (Hon. C. Taylor, Windsor}

took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.

REMOVAL OoF MEMBERS FROM ROCKHAMPION

HosprtaL BoARD.
Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the

Home Secretary—

1. Having perused all the papers i
connection with the appointment of cer-
tain members to and the removal from
the Rockhampton Hospital Board, and
not noticing anything whatsoever as to
how any of such members came to be
appointed to or removed therefrom, will
he say what system, if any, exists in such
appointments or removals—that is to
say, how did these membors acting on
the board come to Dbe appointed, and
how did others come to be removed?

“2. How did Mr. John Joseph Cullen
come to be appointed to the Rockhamp-
ton Hospital Board in place of Mr.
Maurice Kelly, and who nominated him?

“ 3. What were the names of thosc
persons who were approached prior to
Mr. Cullen’s appointment and whe
declined the position oficred them?”

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.

Peterson, Norranby) replied—

1. Each Government adopts its own
method of selecting persons for public
appointments. One member was
appointed by the Governor in Council
on the recommendation of the late Go-
vernment, and three members were
appointed by the Governor in Council
on the recommendation of the present
Government. The latter appointments
were made because it was considered
tha{ the change was necessary.

“2, The Minister submitted Al:.
Cullen’s name to Cabinet, which recom-
mended his appointment to the Governor
in Ceuneil.

3. As is probably usual in all cases
of public appointments, Mr. Culien’s
name was listed with others. His
appointment was under consideration
from the time it was deemed desirable
to reconstitute the board.”

DrcisioN 1¥ RE MAGISTERIAL INQUIRY INTO

Drate or DULCIE DARCLAY.
Mr. DUNLOP (Rocihampton) asked the

Home Secretary—

“1. Did the Nationzl Council of
Women wait on him last weck to press
for a magisterial inquiry to be held into
the death of Dulcie Barclax?

“2. In view of the fact that he, in
the first place, was so emphatic about
holding a magisterial inquiry, what has
prompted him to change his mind so
suddenly from the natural channels of
justice?

3. Seeing he is reported in ¢ Truth’
of 29th September, 1929, as saying:
¢ Recently I had the opportunity, and
after having gone carefully into the whole
of the papers with the Attorney-General
and Cominissioner of Police, 1 decided
that a magisterial inquiry was neither
advisable nor desirable, that I then took
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the matter to Cabinet, and after careful
consideration Cabinet agreed with my
decision, and that in this case there is
overwhelming evidence o prove suicide,
and under no circumstances could any-
body be put on trial,” how does he recon-
cile his attitude in view of the serious
statements that exist in this unfortunate
case as reported very fully in ¢ Truth’
of Sunday, Ist September, 1929, and 8th
Septerber, 19297

“4, Why does he appear to put all
the blame on to the unfortunate young
woman mentioned above, seeing a certain
barrister rented a flat at Milton and
such barrister and this young woman
resided together?

“5. Do not the reports in his posses-
sion show that Duleie Barclay sought her
mother’s consent to be allowed to marry
Mr. R. E. O’Connor, barrister, and this
being so, was it not very apparent that
it was (’Connor’s intention to marry the
voung woman?

“6. Is it a fact that a magisterial
inguiry was held a few days ago into
the case of two people who died at New
Farm, it being murder and suicide, and
that since the murderer was dead no
charge was possible then, but still an
inquiry was held?

“7. 1Is it a fact that a magisterial
inquiry was held this week into a murder
and suicide that occurred in Wharf strees
some little time ago, that the victim
and the slayer arc dead, and that thereby
no charge is possible?

“8. Will he state quite candidly why
this unfortunate casc of Dulcie Barclay
should be hushed up, and will he now
see the srror of his ways and imnmediately
see that a magisterial inquiry is held in
the interests of the general public of
Queensland ?

“9. Will he allow me to peruse all the
papers in connection with this case at his
office 2’

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
Peterson, Normanby) replied—

“ A deputation from the National
Council of Women did wait upon me in
relation to this matter, and after having
all the facts placed before them, agreed
that the course adopted was the best in
the circumstances. As the reasons for
Cabinet’s decision have already been
publishad, I have nothing further to add
to them. Papers are available for
perusal by any hon, member.”

PAPER.
The following paper was luid on the table
and ordered to be printed :—

Report of the Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration under section 37 of the
Profiteering Prevention Act of 1920
for the year ended 30th June, 1929.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. COOPER (Bremear): I ask permission
of the House to make a personal explanation.

The SPEAKER: Is it the wish of hen.
members that the hon. member for Bremer be
allowed to make a personal explanation?

HoxourasLE MEeEmBERS : Hear, hear!

[4 OcroBER.]

Industries Assistance Bill. 697

Mr. COOPER: In thix morning’s issue of
the ** Brisbane Courier ” there appears a
statsment of remarks purported to have been
made by me in Committee vesterday. I
recognise that in making condensed reports
pressmen have a very difficult task to per-
form, and it is just unfortunate that in con-
densing the report of my speech I was stated
to have made use of some words which I did
not use. The report says—

“Mr. F. Cooper (Labour, Bremer)} said
that the average tax on farmers was £7
a year.”

What I really said was this—I have my
* Hansard 7 proof in my hand—

““ Now let us see what this tremendous
amount of taxation means to the farmers.
Table D shows that the total number of
farmers, dairy farmers, and farmers who
pay land tax is 3,495, and the average tax
is £7 a head.”

My statement was that the average amount
paid in land tax by those farmers who had
to pay the tax was £7 per head—not £7 per
head of the farmers of the State, as reported
in the ** Courier.” A previous portion of my
speech shows that I stated that many thou-
sands of farmers pay no tax at all.

DISEASES IN PLANTS BILL.
INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon, . F. Walker, Cooraora): I beg to
move—

“That the House will, ab its next sit-
ting, resolve itself into a Clommittee of the
Whole to consider of the desirableness of
introducing a Bill to consolidate and
amend the law rclating to diseases in
plants, and for other purposes.”

Question put and passed.

BANANA INDUSTRY PROTECTION
BILL.
INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. ¥. Walker, Cooroora): 1 beg to
move—

“That the House will, at its next
sitting. resolve itsclf into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to make better
provision for the protection of the banana
industry of Quecnsland, and for cther
purposes.”’

Question put and passed.

INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE BILI..
INTTIATION.

The SECORETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. . King, Logun), for

the PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigny): I beg to move—
“hat the House will, at its next

sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to foster the
development of secondary industrics by
enabling advances to be made or
guaranteed for the assistance of corpora-
tions engaged or who may hereafter he
enzaged 1 such industries. and for other
purposes.”
Question put and passed.

My, Cooper.]
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DAys ALLOTTED TO BuiprLy.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN.

STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan), for

the PREMIER (Hon. A. E.
Aubigny): I beg to move—

“That on a day appointed for the

consideration of the Estimates the Houvse

may meet for the despaich of business at

10 o’clock a.m. and continne to sit umniil

10 o'clock p.m.

Moore,

iaen of the periods
between 10.30 o’c¢lovk a.m. and 4 o'clock
p.m., and between 4 o'clok pm. and

10 o’clock p.m., shall be accounted an
allotted day under the provisions of
Standing Order No. 307. All provisions
of Standing Order No. 307 and of Ses-
sional Order of 22nd August last shall,
mutatis mutandis, continue to apply.”

Mr. KIBWAN (Zrishane): T fuil to sce
the necessity for double sittings. The Deputy
Premier has certainly given ns no informa-
tion on the matter, although possibly the
change is due to the delay occasioned in
assembling  Parliament. THon. members
opposite have explained that there was ample
reason for that delay, but I do not hold that
view, It weunld be a great convenience to
hon. members if the hon. gentleman would
indicate the special day in the week that is
Hlrelv 3 be sclected by the Government for
a . _uole sitting day. T hope it is not to be
Fudav

The SECRETARY FOR Lupric INSTRUCTION :
Ii will not be Friday.
Mr. KIRWAN: If the hon. (rcutleman

will study the convenience not onlv of hon.
members of this Mouse but of the staff and
the press representatives associated with
Parliament, he will indicate the dav likely
to be set apart for the extended hours. That
would enable all concerned to make their
arrangements beforehand.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen):
motion “ lock,
ment laughter )

Mr. Kerr: Your Government did it.

Mr. COLLINS: There is no necessity for
double sittings, particularly when we realise
that the Government had plenty of time,
after the result of the clections was known,
to call Parliament together earlier. The
Treasurer knows that there is no nced for
double sitting days.

I was first returned to this Housc in 1903,
The election took place on 2nd October,

I oppese this
stock, and bau(] 7 (Utovern-

and
Parliament met on 2nd November. We went
through the whole of the business, and, if my

memory serves me correctly, we finished on
Christmas Eve. We went noht through the
Fstimates although there were not then the
restrictions on hon. members that there are
to-day in regard to the number of hours that
we could discuss the Estimates. The restric-
tions were placed on hon. members later by
the Kidston Government. In spite of that.
we were able to get through the whole of the
business. What need is there for these double
sittings? The discussion of the Estimates can
only cccupy seventeen days, one of which has
already passed. Therefore, only sixteen days
more are required for the discussion of the
Estimotes, and there is no nced for the
motion at all.

Let me quote a few figures to back up my
statement. All my statements can be found
in this splendid publication, ¢ Queensland
Politics during Sixty Years,”” by . A.

[Mr. Kirwan.

bers of Parliament. The last election took
place on 1lth May, and Parliament did not
meet until 20th August. This Government
took longer to meet Parliament than any
other Government.

The SECRETARY FOR RaILways: A new Go-
vernment, with all the mess that your party
left to clean up.

Mr, COLLINS: T shall prove my case to
the limit. The dates of elections since 1899
and the dates on which Quecnsland Parlia-
ment met are-—

Date of ’
Election, ;

Date of
Meeting.

i

\
18th Parliament ., ! 18 Mar., 1899 | 16 May, 1899
14th Parliament .. | 11 Mar., 1902 8 J’ulv 1902
15th Parliament .. | 27 Aug., 1904 i 20 Sep‘c 1904

16th Parliament .. | 18 May, 1907 : 28 July, 1907
17th Parliament .. | 5 Feb., 1908 | 3 Mar., 1908
18th Parliament .. ! 2 Oct., 1909 i 2 }\ov., 1909
19th Parliament . 1 27 Apnl 1912 2 July, 1912
20th Parliament .. ! 22 May, 1915 | 12 July, 1915

H

I had better pause there for a moment, as
that was when the Labour Government came
into power—men who had no experience in
the government of the State with the excep-
tion of Mr. Hardacre, who had been a Min-

ister for a week. Notwithstanding thao
handicap, although the election was held

on 22nd May, we met the House with a full
programme on 12th July—

—_— ' Date of
| Election. 4;'

Date of
Meeting.

21st Parliament ..
22nd Parliament .. i
28rd Parliament .

16 Mar., 1918 28 May, 1918
9 Oct., 1920 | 15 Nov., 1920
]Z May, 1923 | 10 Julv 1923

24th Parliament .. } 8 Mzu, 1926 27 July, 1926
Now we come to the twenty-fifth Parlia-
ment, when the present CGovernment

obtained power. In this case the elections
took place on 1lth May, and we did not meet
until 20th August.

Mr. Kerso: Look at the cleaning up that
had to be done!

The SPEAKER : Ovder!

Mr, COLLINS: What is the need for
these double sittings? Does anyonc mean to
tell me that I can do my work—I have just
as much brains as any hon. member sitting
on the Government side of the IHouse—as I
ought to do it by mweeting herc at 10.30 in
the morning and sitting until 10 o’clock at
night? T am not getting paid any overtime
rates either. This taxing of members ot
Parliament is beyond all reason! A form of
insanity swept over the world not so long
ago in connection with the Great War, and
it appears to me that there is a form ot
insanity affecting msmnbers of Parliament
to-day. This double-shift propesal is a formn
of insanity.

Mr. Kerr: Speak for youvse!f

The SPEAKER: Order!

My, COLLINS: There is no neccssity for
Parliament to close at Christmas. If hen.
moembers will look through the records, they
will find that the Government on one occa-
sion sat after Christras. When Govern-
ment members were in opposition they con-
sistently pointed out that most of our
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legislation consisted of amending Bills
owing to the slipshod manner in which,
according to them, measures were rushed
through Parliament. Surely the Govern-
ment are not going cn in what they used to
term a slipshod manner by rushing measures
through. That is what it really amounts to.
We can meet after Christmas if we cannot
do our work in an up-to-date manner by
sitting a reasonable number of hours a day.

I 'will take my own case as a country

member. I am going like a lightning
machine all the time.
A Goverxmext MruBrr: What are you

doing?

Mr. COLLINS: That is a silly question.
All the hon. member neads to do 1s to go
up into my electorate and ask my electors
what I am doing. I am locking after their
interests all the time, and am not running
a business like the hon. member. I have a
lot of correspondence to attend to. I have
to go round to the different departments
from time to time, and how am I going to
get rouand if we have to work double shifts?
How am I going to slip round to see the
Treasurer or the Secretary for Public
Instruction if I want to see either of those
gentlemen? How can I attend to my corre-
spondence and other business if T am kept
herss ¢ill half-past 10 at night? When I
should be listening to the Treasurer or the
Seeretary for Public Instruction I might be
called helow to answer the telephonc or to
sec scmeone. I center my protest agaiust
this proposal. The Commonwealth Parlia-
ment has already sat twice this vear and a
general election is taking place to enable it
to sit again before Christmas. Therc is no
need for rushing business through in this
way. When I sat behind the late Govern-
ment hon. members knew that in caucus |1
always epposed any restriction of parliamen-
fary privileges; but. beine a good so'dier,
was always in line when the party came to a
decision.  (Government intarjections.) That
was discipline; and. if we had not had thar
discinline, we would not hkave atfained to
the Treasury benches in 1915

I claim the support of hon. members onvo-
site who, when ther were in opposition,
srgued against double sittings. Theyv
claimed that Parliament should meet earlier
=0 that measures could he fully discussed:
but. after they beeame a Government, they
delayed the meeting of Parliament from
11th Mayv to 20th Auzgust. The British
House of Commons had an election and met
within a few weeks after. and transacted an
enormous amount of business for the bencfit

of the whole of the British Empire. This
procedure is a disgrace. as the Treasnrer
knows. The hon. gentleman was Trea-
surer at the time T came into Par-
liament. I was returned for the great
Burke eclectorate, and in those days the
communication with that clectorate was

not like it is to-day. In order to reach Bris-
bane from the centre of my clectorate, which
was then Georgetown, T had to journey by
coach to Rinasleigh, thence Dby train to
Cairns, and thence hy boat to Townsville,
where it was mnecessary to change into
another boat for Gladstone. Desnite that
difficult and trying journcy I had to be
here for the opening of Parliament on 2nd
November. As the Treasurer knows, we
went through all the work of the session
from &nd November up to Christmas Eve,

[4 OcrosER.] Extenston of Hours of Sitting.
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and did our work very well. There is no
need for this motion, and I hope it will be
defeated.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I do not
intend to oppose the motion, and I am sur-
prised to hear the protest of the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen. We know that during the
last nine years, under the Labour Govern-
ment, we were called upon to sit double
days. The hon. member for Bowen went to
considerable trouble to turn up the date on
which various elections were held, and the
dates on which Parliament met. So far as
the 1920 Parliament was concerned, certainly
he gave the date on which we met, but he
refrained from giving the date when we
adjourned, which was 23rd December. Nowr
he talks about stifling debate and about our
not being given an opportunity to express our
opinions, and he supported a Governmens
which in one session put all its legisiation
through between 15th November and 23rd
December. The hon. member has been
trying to mislead us by giving informa-
tion which suits himself, and I have
just taken this opportunity of exposing him.

Mr. DUNLOP {Rockhampton): 1 just rise
to express my great surprise at the attitude
of my csteemed friend the hon. member for
Dowen. It seems to me that he must have
had a dose of sanatogen this morning—
which is well known to be very good for “he
nerves—and is well straightened up. As you
are aware, Mr. Speaker, at an earlier sitting
I made some remarks when the Premier
brought down his motion as to days and
hours of sitting. The Opposition opposed
the evening sittings, but the Premier’s pro-
posal to sit from 2.30 to 9.30 was most suit-
able to those of us who are couniry mem-
bers. 1 am surprised at the attitude of
the hon. member for Bowen, because I
understood he always kept in view tho
desirability of a rcasonable working day of
cight hours, The hours we have worked are
quite suitable to me. In fact, they kave
done me good, hecause I am putting on
condition—(laughter)—but 1 say that we
should support this motion. I go further,
and say that, instead of meeting on Tuesday
and sitting for three days—I am pleased to
see that the Government are gradually
coming round to my way of thinking—we
should start on Monday and finish on
Fridav, put in our proper time, and set a
good example to people outside who are
suhject to the provisions of certain awards.
A little bit of work docs nobody any harm:
and. if vou calculate the total fime we shall
work a week, even with the double days,
vou will find that thev will not he very
fong. Of course, if I can help it with my
little vote, there will be no * gagging.”

Mr. Cornixs: What about the men who
take down your specches?

Mr. DUNLOP : My speeches are short and
to the point; they coutain essentials, and
rothing superfluous. {Laughter.) A practice
has been established that the session must
finish at Christmmas. I am going to oppese
that for the reason that, if we cannot finish
at Christmas with the assistance of the
double sittings even with the eight hours a
day, we can sit after' Christmas.

An OprositTion MrMBER: What about your
correspondence ?

Mr. DUNLOP: It depends on the system

you adopt in connection with your

Mr. Dunlop.]
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If the

correspondence. I have a system.
hon. member for Bowen hus no system

Mr. Coruins: I think my system will
equal yours. (Laughter.)
Mr. DUNLOP: If the hon. member will

kindly come to my allotted room and see
the system I have, he will realise how he
may be assisted In getting through the
clerical part of his work. I hope that, if
the Government do not finish before Christ-
mas, they will come back afterwards, even

for a couple of months, and show the
country that we are prepared to do our
duty. This immemorial usage that you must

finish up before Christmas is nothing to me;
but I shall not pursue the subject, because
I notice the Speaker has his eyc on me and
might pull me up if I proceed.

Mr. COOPER (Bromer): I am sure that,
if the hon. member for Rockhampton would
visit the hon. member for Bowen in his
room, he would find a very fine system in
reference to correspondence. I venture to
say that no member has a better method
than the hon. member for Bowen of filing

and noting his correspondence and  of
keeping a diary.
Tet me show how circumstances alter

cases, May I quote from “ Hansard” for
1926, volume 2, at page 1018, from the speech
delivered by ‘the Premier. who was then
) Leader of the Opposition, when
141 w.in] speaking on a motion moved by
the then Premier, Mr. McCor-
mack—exactly the same motion as the one
we are now discussing? The then Leader of
the Oppesition said—

I called * Not formal’ to this motion
last Friday because I object to sitting
two days in one. In the first place, it
means a curtailment of an hour and a
quarter of the siting time to which we
are entitled on the Xstimates, and I
think it is all nonsenss for the Premior
to sav that we arc not getting on fasi
enough.”

Further on he said—

‘1t means a very long sitting.”
Furthor he said—
I consider it is rushing. I think it
1s # very long day. Even the present
sitting days feel pretty long Dhefore the
end of the sitting, and, when we sit after
tea, T do not think anxy advantage will
be gained by the Government. In any
case, a certain amount of cur privileges
ir being taken away. We are having the
day curtailed by an hour and a quarter,
or two and a-half hours in two days,
whereas, instead of a curtailment of time
on the THstimates, there should be an
increase of a few days considering the
extra departments which are now being
conducted by the State.”
also said—

“If the Premisr had agreed to the

pronosition we made in the first place,
of sitting in the afterncon and into the
evining and endeavouring to carry out
the business in that way, it would have
been ever so much better.”
He meant thereby that, if we had had night
sittings, there would have been no need ‘for
double days. 1 wonder why the Premier
has now changed bhis mind! TIs it because
he now realises that the late Premier had a
better grip of the business of the Fouse than
the hen. rentleman had as Leader of the
Opposition ?

[3lr. Dunlop.

]
i
[¢]

[ASSEMBLY.] ZEwxtenston of Hours of Siiting.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I con-
sider the request made by the hon. member
for Brisbane for some information as to
what days are likely to be double-sitting
days i= a perfectly legitimate request. I do
not know whether the Deputy Leader of the
Government is in a position to give that
information, but it would be of great advan-
tage to members if they could take for
granted that certain davs would be double
days—whether they would be on Tuesday,
Wednesday, or Thursday. If hon. members
were possessed of that information thev
would be able to make their arrangement:
accordingly, and it would be a decided
advantage to them.

As to the necessity or otherwise for sitting
double days, opinions differ. 1 should pre-
fer Parliament to sit for a longer perioa
rather than that we should have the intro-
duction of the system of double days. Many
people outside this House have the impres-
sion that members of Parliamcent work only
when the House is in session, and then
only while it is sitting, but they arc
making a very grave mistake. I am sure
that every honest and impartial membes
will frankly admit that much time is spent
outside sitting hours by members, parbtiiw-
larly country members ana Northern mem-
bers, representing constituents who have no
means of communication with Brisbane
except through their member, who looks
after the interests of thoze people. Kvers-
body knows that representatives attend to
the requirements of their constituen no:
only from the point of view of politics buf
in many other directions in order to oblige
those people.  An hon. member would cer-
tainly not be able to do that if tho Housx»
sat double days every day during the
seseion: it would be an utter imnossibility.
Tor that reason I have always thought it an
uidesirable thing to have a system of double
days. Tt is a strain on the mental capacity
to sit here from 10 aan. till 10 pom. and
follow the business of the House az it -
being transacted. I know that there are
membsrs who, when they want to go down
the street or go away. just merelv go. but
everv hon. member in this Chamber could
not do that. If they wanted to go ontside
to attend to correspondence while tl House
was siiting, thev could do it but that wouid
not be possible for all hon. members. There
is some ground for the statement moade by

the hon. member for DRowen; and, zs the
hon. member for Bremer points out. there
is a considrrable difforence in the idens of’
hon. mmembers onposite when  sitting  in
opposition  and  their ideas to-dav when

sitting on the Government side of the ITouse.
For instance, on 2Tth September, 1928
when this auestion was being dircussed on a
motion submitted by the late Government.
the hon. member for Murilla, now Sceretary
for Railways, said— )
“T1 desire to enter a most gmphatic
protest against the pessing of this resolu-
tion. The Premier referred principally
to the fact that it would mean the loss
of a few bours in the discussion of the
Fstimates as compared with the time that
would be occupicd on the Hstimates if
seventeen single days, as provided by the
Standing Orders, were allowed for dis-
cussion.  That is not the main point.
The main factor, from the point of view
of the Opposition, is that, if we are com-
pelled to sit here from 10.30 (_)’clocl_: in
the morning till 10 o'clock at night, it is
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impossible for members of the Opposition
to give the necceswsary time to other
matters that are brought forward in this
Chamber.”
‘That statement was madse only twelve months
ago by the Secretary for Railways. Other
members of the then Opposition spoke in a
similar strain. The hon. member for Nundali
said this—

“I very much regret that the Premier
has given notice of this motion, because
it is going to be a very severe strain on

hon. members—espeeially on members of
fhc Cppesition—in carrying on public
business. It seems to me that this is the
result of absolutely bad managenient on
the part of members of the Cabinet.””

1f that was the case twelve months ago,
what is the reason for this motion to,day?
Surely the same argument must apply to-
day; but here is the effect, whatever the
cause may be. 1 have quoted from the
speeches of hon. members opposite to show
liow much credence and dependence can be
paid to them when they would make such
statements sitting in opposition, and then,
when occupying the Government benches,
act in direct opposition to the centnnents
they then expressed.

The SECcrRETARY FOR MINES: Experience has
probably taught them that this 1s right.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : It is only fair that
the Government should indicate when these
double days are likely to take place. Tt
would be unfair and unjust to have three
double days i one week. If they would
indicate that the double days would take
place on Tuesdays and Thursdays, it cer-
rainly would be an advantage not only to
hon. members on this side of the House but
10 every hon. member,

Mr. JONES (Paddington): Although it is
niere waste oi time to rise and oppose the
motion or even debate it, I intend to oppose
double sittings for hcalth reasons, if for no
other reason. I am of the opinion that
sitting from 10 o’clock in the morning till
10 o’clock in the evening is much too great
a strain on hon. members, especially when
we have other work to perform. Two wrongs
do not make a right. I believe that the
Government adopted very reasonable hours
for this Parliament when they decided to sit
from half-past 2 o'clock in the afterncon
until half-past 9 o’clock in the evening. That
fact gave members ample time in the morn-
ing to attend to their ccure»por‘dencn and
conduct their interviews with the various
departiments.

The Treasurer: It gives the hon. member
for Bowen plenty of time,

Mr, JONES: We know that the Govern-
ment will do just what they want, as we did
when wo occupied the Treasury benches.
T'his gives us the opportunity of raising the
auesticn of parliamentary reform. One hon.
moember stated that, if Parliament met earlier
in the year and transacted the business of
the country in a reasonable time on cach
sitting day, we could get through our busi-
ness without many of these limitations being
placed on hon. members, and far better than
when we have a rush session, compelling
members to work twelve hours a day. That
is not conducive to the good government of
the country. That is why I oppose double
sittings. 1 opposed double sittings when we
instituted them.

Mr. XrLgo: The majority rules.
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Mr. JONES: It is desirable that Parlia-
ment should meet carlier so that the work
to be placed before hon. members can be
despatched before the hot months. The Go-
vernment should indicate to the House the
number of days per week on which they
intend to have double sittings.

3Irs. LONGMAN (Bulimba): 1 do not rise
to oppose this measure, bu:am“ I am con-
vinced that the Premier would not have con-
sidered its introduction had he not been
mrfcctlv satisfied that it was necessary. 1
vould, however, like to offer a little advice
to hon. mombers, if I may be allowed to do
s0  without be(ng accused  of loctuun"
them. Loolking at it from the woman’s point
of view, and speaking as one who is new i
parliamentary work, I have been struck by
the waste of time that goes on here.

GOvVERNMENT MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mrs. LONGMAN: May I ask hon. mem-
bers opposits, if they are so much against
cxtra sitting hours, to hurry on the business
a little, which 1s only common =enie”’
Since I have been in this Chamber, I have
noticed over and over again that irrelevant
tuatter is introduced into a debate simply,
it appears to me, for the sake of delaying
the business. The hon. member for Padding-
ton suggests that, for health reasons, we
should not sit from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m. Of
course, women sre used to long hours, wiou
tiiey do not feel that it is likely to Injure
their health at all to keop on for the length
of time proposed—which would be an exceed-
ingly short day for many of them. If hon.
members opposite will speak on every subjees
and discuss things which are quite irrelevant
to the subject under discussion, then the
(Government are obliged to take extra time
to get through the business. T intend to
support the motlon, because I feel that it 1s
necessary in the eircumstances.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear,

hear !

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon, R. M. King, Logan):

Perhaps the Opposition are entitied to the
courtesy of a reply, and I have no hesitation
in giving them one. It is intensely amusing
to hear hon. members «posite protesting

gainst somethin,s that has been the practic:
fm years and that was initiated by themselves.
The hon. mewmber for Brisbane inquired as
Lo the reasons which prompted the Govern-
ment to take the present action. The reasons
are similar to those which prompted his
Government to do likewise. We want to ges
through the business; in a reasonable time,
end it will dcpnnd entirely upon hon. mem-
bers op])o%h.g whether double sittings are
actually held. It may be that there will be
no double sittings; but that is dependent on
hen, members opposite.  The hon. member
for Bowen protests against the motion, saying
thiat he has no time to do his other parlia-
mentary work, and he remarked on the
©owave of insanity,” as he called it, which
has come over Parliament. Well, the people
of Queensland will be able to Judge of the
insanity of hon. members opposite when they
find that these hon. members are convicted
out of their own mouths, seeing that they
did what we propose to do now. What about
the insanity that prevailed in years gone by?

Mr. CoOPIR:
and continue it?

Why pick up the insanity
(Laughter.)

The SRORETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The hon, member for Bowew

Hon. R, M. King.]
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brought the matter up. If he likes to coun-
demn the Government on that ground, then
ir is for the people of Queensland to say
whether he is right or wrong. We realise
that it is not advisable to have double sittings
if they can be avoided, because the best
results cannot be achieved under those cir-
cumstances; but at the same time the exigen-
cies of the times may demand that course,
which will be dictated in every instance by
the reasonableness or otherwise of hon.
members opposite.

Reference has been made to the late date
at which Parliament has been summoned to
meet——

Mr. Coruixs: Isn’t that quite true?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I admit it is true; but I
want to tell the hon. member that it was
absolutely unavoidable by reason of the fact
that, when the Government took office, they
found such an unholy mess that they required
time to find out exactly where they stood.
The delay could not he avoided. However,
I do not desire to delay matters. If we
can avoid double sittings, we shall do so;
and it depends entirely on hon. members

opposite whether it is necessary to have
double sittings or not.

Question (Mr. Ning's motion) put and
passed.

ALTERATION OF BUSINESS-PAPER.

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Zoguan), by
consent, without notice, in moxing—

“That the order of this House for the
further consideration in Committee on
Tuesday next of the Babinda State
Hotel Sale Bill be rescinded, and that
the Bll be placed on the business-paper
for this day 7’—

said: Unfortunately, the resumption of the
Committee was placed on the business-paper
for * Tuesday next,” whereas in the ordinary
course of cvents it should have been placett
on the business-sheet for the next sitting day.
We desire to have the Bill on the business-
sheet to-day. We arc not going on with it
straight away, but it will be gone on with
before we reach Supply.

Mr. KiRwan: Are you going to make it
Order No. 47

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Probably Order No. 2.

Question stated.

Mr. KIRWAN (Brishane): Mr. Speaker—

The SPEAKER: Order!
no debate on this motion,.

Question put and passed.

Mr. Courins: Entirely wrong—misleading
the House.

The SPEAKER: Did the hon. member
say that the Bvcuker was entirely wrong?

Mr. Couuixs: No, Mr. Speaker. I said
that the proceedings were entirely wrong.

There can be

MINING TRUST LIMITED AGREEMENT
RATIFICATION BILIL.
SecoND REeaDING.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
E. A, Atherton, Chillagoe): There is very
little to add to what I stated at the initia-
tory stage of this Bill; but, for the infor-

[Tion. R. M. Hing.
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mation of hon. members, I should like to
place before the House some details in
elaboration of the information that has heen
furnished already. It will be agreed, I am
sure, by a majority of hon. members, if not
by every hon. member of the Assembly,
that a tract of mineral-bearing country such
as Lawn Hill, which has been prospected in
a more or less desultory sort of way for a
period of wears, should not be allowed to
become dormant again, with little or no
prospect of revival in the ordinary course
of events. Therefore, any offer for a
geological test of that area in a svstematic
manner for minerals should be received with
serious consideration, and I think should be
greeted by hon. members with open avms.
Such an coffer has been made, and it is pro-
posed to give prospecting rights over an arvea
of approximately 100,000 acres, most of which
is contained in the Burkctown mineral field.
Av agreement has accordingly been entored
into to provide for certain rights and privi-
leges being granted, with conditions attached
thereto, as sct out in the agreement. The
Bill provides for the ratification of that
agrecement.,

The next question is as to the bona fides
of the company or the people concerred in
this venture, 1 was questioned by hon. mem-
bers opposite the other darx as to who or

what constituted the Mining Trust. I was
very much surprised, especially with the
interjections of the hon. member for

Warrego, which, to my way of thinking,
were not at all complimentary to the Mining
Trust. I was very much surprised at the
pllusions made by the hon. member, more
so coming from kim than from any other
hon. member in the House, in so far as n
appears to me quite conclusively that the
hon. member just allows his conscience to
play “ ducks and drakes” with him. You
cannot cxpress it more favourably—in other
words, he not only allows but prompts his
conscicnee to run ‘‘ hot and cold 7 to s't the
occasion. One day he is right up to boiling
point and the next morning away down below
7ero.

Mr. Beprorb: And then he suppresses
something in a State document.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That
has been the case with the hon. member for
Warrcgo in this instance. As I said previ-
cusly, he should be the last individual to
object to this Bill from what I might term
a special angle. I daresay you will remem-
ber, Mr, Speaker, that it is only a matter
of a few weeks since that the hon. member
for Warrego was running around the district
squealing like an injured pig, for the simple
rcason that there were a certain number of
leases held by certain individuals which
happened to be under option to a company
called the Mount Isa Company.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): Mr. Speaker,
if this statement is relevant to the Bill—
which it is not—1 presume that I can also
review the whole matter.

Mr. Krrr: Wait till it comes along.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
quoting Mount Isa to show that it is the
people who ‘are running Mount Isa who
want to launch out in a big way at Lawn
Hill. As I was saying, these leases were
held by certain individuals who had given
an option to a company which was either
formed or controlled by the hon. member for
Warrego. From what 1 could read in the
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press, the hon. member for Warrego seemed
to protest most vigorously and resent those
areas having been declared forfeited. For
the information of the House, I think it
would be wise to allow hon. members to
know why those arcas were declared for-
feited, to show that these people at Lawn
Hill are not asking for very much more or
any more than previously granted to the
hon. member for Warrego without even ask-
ing for it.
Mr. Brpromp: Paying rent.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There
is a certain number of these lecases—I have
them here. and I will just quote certain of
them. We will take No. 2608, which wa=
taken up on Tth February, 1924. As hon.
members are all aware, certain labour condi-
tions have to be complied with within a
specified time.

Mr. BepriorD: Not by me,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If
those conditions are not complied with, the
land is liable to forfeiture. Although they
held that land for comsiderably over five
years

Myr. BeprogD: They did not.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They
only applied for exemption on two occasions.
They got exemption for nine months. The
only work done on that lease was a trench
2 feet deep and 30 fect long—probably a
man would do it in two days—still they were
allowed to hold that land for five years.

Mr. Beprorp: You know that is nob true.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Some
were worse. Take Nos. 2488 and 2489.
Both were taken up in 1923, No. 2489 was
under option to this company that is appa-
rently controlled by the hon. member for
Warrego, but it never had the courtesy even
to apply for exemption. It held it in the
vicinity of six years.

Mr. Beprorp: It did not.
it for six months.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: So far
as the evidence 1 can get goes, there has never
been one pennypiece spent on that area. It
seems that that individual who the other day
protested against this area being given o
the Mount Isa Company

Mr. Corrins: You are not discussing this
Bill. The same latitude should be allowed
to other hon. members. :

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member does not show the House that
he has any better grip of his subject than a
blind mule has of grammar. (Government
laughter.) These people are applying for a
concession, but they want to be safeguarded,
as it were, against the ‘‘go-getting” pro-
moter——against what I term the ¢ kerbstone ”’
prespectors, who claim that they are legiti-
mate prospectors, but who on a mining
field we term ‘‘stool pigeon ” prospectors.
They sit on the stools of the most noted
hotels waiting for a man to come along with
a few pounds to spend, and when anybody
of that type comes along thev are down on
him like a hawk and try to get him to
speculate his money before they have proved
the proposition. This trust wants to avoid
that. It does not want to be almost black-
mailed into paying huge sums of money for
the right to work certain areas of land.

It never held
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I do not know, Mr. Speaker, whether you
are aware of it, but what happened m the
case of Mount Isa is what prompted these
people first of all, to declare that they
would not do anything until they were
granted a concession to safeguard their
interests in the event of their discovering
anything that was valuable enough to do it.
In the case of Mount Isa there was a com-
pany called the Mount Isa Proprietary Com-
pany, and after a certain time, when the
Mount Isa Mines Limited wanted to branch
out on a large scale—and it is only by
branching out on a largo scale in these areas
that it is possible to make both ends meet—
what did they discover? When they wanted
to get a little more land in order to enable
them to branch out on the magnitude they
desired, they had to give no less a sum than
125,000 one pound shares in Mount Isa to
Mount Isa Proprietary Company that was
formed by the hon. member for Warrego.
(Opposition interjections.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Witkin
a very short period that company disposecd
of its shares for no less a sum than £125,000.

Mr. BeprorD: No.
The SPEAKER: Order!
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is io

avoid a recurrence of such incidents as that
that these people have becn forced to come
to the Government to safeguard their
interests, because I think every sane-minded
individual in Qucensland recognises the
value to the State of Queensland of having
Mount Isa opened up in a manncr in which
it is proposed to open it up.

1 think everyone wiil agree that Mount
Isa is one of the biggest mining ventures
ever undertaken in Queensland, and it will
be an incentive to other people to launch
out elsewhere in a similar direction. 1t is
but a short time since the Mount Isa field
supported an odd ¢ gouger ”” here and there;

but to-day ﬁﬂ.e field is supporting
[11.30 a.m.]in the vicinity of 3,000 people.

over 1,100 being on the pay-sheet
of the company. Mount Isa is a very valu-
able asset to the State of Queensland to-day,
and wo should endeavour to encourage these
people to speculate their money rather than
attempt to harass them. These people do
not wish to be held up when they discover
a payable field by legitimate prospecting
methods and be compelled to find £125,000
to buy out people in the Lawn Hill district,
as was the case in the Mount Isa district.
I am led to believe that the hon. member
for Warrego got no less a sum than £40,000
out of the £125,000 paid for the MMount Isa
Proprictary Lid. That was his share out
of that Iittle deal. 1 merely mention that
to give a clear conception of the position to
those who may not be able to appreciate the
reason why this  concession should be
granted. It is the wish of these people that
they shall not be held up again in this
manner.

At another stage of the Bill I was asked
a question relating to the constitution of the
Mining Trust Itd. 1t is an international
company, formed in London and controlled
by Englishmen. It was formed last year to
acquire, amongst other things, all the assets
outside Russia of the Russo-Asiatic Con-
solidated Ltd. There are over 20,000 share-
holders in the Mining Trust Limited, which

Hon. B, A. Atherton.]
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has an authorised capital of £6,000,000, a
subscribed capital of £4,500,000, :£1,000.000
in reserve, and £500,000 under optlon The
Mining Trust Tlmlted purchased and paid
for 847,690 shares in the Mount Isa Com-
pany, and has an option over a further
194,195 shares in that company. At the
present time it is financing the Mount Isa
Company to the extent of a further £1,000,500
for equipment. 1 do not think anyone can
question the bona fides of the Mining Trust
Limited.  As hon. members anv the
chairman of directors is Mr. Leslle Urqu-
hart. I think most hon. members have met
that gentleman, and everyone will agree
that it is a pity that we do not have more
men of the type of Mr. Urquhart casting
their eyes in the direction of Queemland
If we had half o dozen Mr. Urquharts to
conme along and do for Queensland what Mr.
qunh(ut is trying to do, then everything
in the garden would look a lot brighter than
it is to-day. The company is asking for a
five-years option over 100,000 acres, with
the right to prospect in that area. The con-
ditions are that the trust shall spend
£10,000 prospecting the area within the
first twelve months, and that during the next
four vears, if it decides to go on with the
venture, it shall spend a further £90.000.
That is, it 1s bound to speud £100,000 in the
fir«t five years if it resolves to proceed with
the venture. I have scen the holders of the
jeascs already held there. They ave all
properly secured.

My, Cornins: IHow many are there?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There
are fifty-nme leases. Those fifty-nine leases
are all under option to the Mining Trust, and
had been so for a considerable period priov
to thiz agreement being drawn up. During
the period of its option ever these 100, OOO
acres it will be its duty to pay the rent on
the fifty-nine leases for the period of five
vears.

Mr. Kmmwan: And not on any other part.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No,
not on any other part. To be exact, the
trust will pay the rent on 779 acres; but,
sheuld it decide during any period of this
five years not to go on with the venture,
those leases will rovert to the original
holders. It will be seen lhat these holders
are amply protected against exploitation of
any kind. As hon. members are aware, the
Lawn Hill ficld was originally discovered in
1887. Since then the field has been worked
in o more or less haphazard fashion.
““Geougers " have since been working there,
rndeavouring to carve out a living. Some of
thom did make an existence, but. as I pre-
viously staied on the floor of this House, the
day has come when we must go In for the
development of these fields on a larger and
much morce systematic way than has ever
been attempted before in Queensland.

Mr. BEDFORD interjected.

Mr. Hpwarps: Was Carrington
vour partners in that big deal?

Ar. Beprord: I will {ell you something
directly.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: During
the last few years very little work of any
description has been done at Lawn Hill. In
fact, for 1928 not one ounce of ore was
(1ospatched from the field. That shows that
the field was really lying dormant. I think
1 am right in aaymg that for 1927 the amount

[Hon. H. A. Atherton.

one of

[ASSEMBLY.]

Agreement Ratification Bill.

of ore duspatched from the field was: 247 tons
only.

Mr, Beprorb: Due more to the price of
lead than to dny’rhmg else.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Warrego keeps on inter-
jecting about the class of prospector.

Mr. BeprorD: I said that the fall in the
price of lead was responsible for the field
not being worked.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Per-
haps the only occasion when the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego resolved to do any real pros-
pecting on his own account was one night
when he and a gentlernan named Mr, Car-
rington were together, but, when inorning
broke, the hon. member for Warrego was
missing from My, Carrington’s tent.

Mr. Beororp: That is as true as other
statements made by you.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That
was the only occasion on which the hon.
member for Warrego has, to my knowledge,
done anything like what I call legitimate
prospecting.

Mre. CorriNg:
clause 5,

Mr. EpwarDs: It is said that he ran like
a deer that night. (Laughter.)

Mr. Burrer: He put up a record for 100
yards.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Clause
5 reads—

‘It is also hereby declared that the
union of any leases as set forth in sec-
tion forty-two of the Mining Acl of 1898,
which may be taken up and acquired
pursuant to clause six of the said Agree-
ment, shall at the option of the company
be approved, which approval shall be
eranted subject to the provisions of
the said section forty-two of the Mining
Act of 1898.”

There is nothing additional inserted there.
Nothing at all is being put over the people.
The tellns of that clause are the exact terms
of the Mining Act, 'The trust is prepared to
abide by what is in the Mining Aci, which
provides that two adjoining leascs may be
united. Hon. members nced have no con-
cern, therefore, that the company does not
realise its obligations.

The principal reason for giving this con-
cession is that it has been realised that
Lawn Hill has never been a * poor man’s
show.” It is a mining field which has
appeared to me to be incapable of develop-
ment unless considerable capital was intro-
duced, because it is of no advantage to the
individual or to the State to continue the
cxploitation of that field by men whose
capital is only £200 or £300, which would
in all probability be lost. The Government
realise that ILawn Hill ‘will remain dor-
mant for a very considerable period unless
capital is introduced, and that has prompted
the making of the agxeemcnt now being dis-
cussed. That agreement will be most Dene-
ficial not only to the district concerned but
to the “holc of Queensland. We realise the
crest value of Mount Isa not only to Queens-
{and bub to Australia. For example, a cou-
siderable quantity of machinery has been
required for operations there. Cement and
timber also have been required, some of
which—I say, unfortunately—has been
obtained from the other States.

Mz, Jowes: Cement?

Tell us something about
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do
not xnow about cement, bui some of the
rlmr)er has been obtamed from the other

Jtates. Still, that field is a very big asset
m Queenﬂand and, if we can establish
another Mount Isa in the district covered
by this Bill, then, o use a favourite expres-
sionn of the ex- membm ;or Burke, we shall
be “on the pig’s back’’ The present popu-
lation of 3,000 at Mount Isa will no doubs
he well over 5,000 within twelve months,
but, apart from those people, there are othery
who derive a benefit fmm extensive mining
operations. Indeed, I am satisfied that this
Bill will go t}mough with very little opposi-
tion. The only hon. member who soemed te
resent the Bill the other day was the hon.
member for Warrego, who apparently allows
his conscience to tun hot and cold, and
uot consistent. I am sorry fo say Lha’r sine
1 have been in this Assemblv»wand it
only 2 matter of a few weeks—my eyes hava
been opened to the fact that some hon. mem-
bers are really not here wholly and solely
u; the interests of the State of Queensland,
But for the individual benefit to be derived
from membership of this Assembly. That
is quite a wrong attitude for any hon. mem-
ber to take up. If a man is nok prepared
tc come into this Assembly and give his
time, ability, and energy wholly and solely
in the interests of the State, then he should
take the right course and say, *“ I will not
contest the electorate. I am noé going to
remain a membor of Parliament.”

My, Hanton: I bope your people on your
left are listening.

The SECRETARY
people on the

Mr. HANLON:
telling them.

The SPRAKTER: Order! Order!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In
1900 = proposal was before this Chamber to
build the Burketown-Lilydale railway, so
that at that time the eyes of Queensland
were on Lawn Hill. I do not want to ms-
lezd anyone outside this Chamber into
believing that this is a low-grade proposi-
o,

An OrposiTioN MEMBER :
one,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 8o it
is, but, from what has been proved so far,
J)P lodes are very small; and it 1s not

ossible to make it a payabie proposition

nless all these lodes are united and worked
on a large scale. This field is a long way
from any port. It is in the vicinity of 100
miles of Burketown, and is abhout 100 miles
from Dobbyn, the terminus of the line from
Cloncurry through Mount Cuthbert. It will
be seen, therefore, that it will require =
huge amount of capital to work Lawn Fill
on such a scale as fto enable the company
to pay for the long transit.

1 do not intend io labour the question. I
any sure that most hon, members will
welcome the Bill with open arms as I did.
I trust that no concern will be caused me
as to whether it will go through the House
or not. I expect the Bill to go throuch
without any opposition. I beg to move—

“That the Bill be now read a second
time.”

18292 x

FOR MINES: My
left are listening.

That is what we are always

It is a very rich
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M. JONES (Paddington): The Scorctary
for Mines has assumed that this party 1s
against the Bill, and, from the tone of his
speech, he has also assumed that it is
opposed to the development of the mining
industry in North Queensland by the intro-
duction of capital.

The Sgcmerary ror Mixgs: I said the

hon. gentleman was in favour of it.

Mr. JONES: I think the Minister asswmes
that we are opposed to this measure. When
the Bill was introduced a few days ago X
remsarked that it would be wise to walf
until we saw the agreement so that we could
analyse it very carefully, It is our duty as
members of Parliament to analyse that
agreement and make suggestions to the
Minister. that may improve it. During the
number of years that T was %ecr!\tary for
Mines, the Government of which I was a
member endeavoured in every way to
encourage the introduction of Fnglish
capital and the use of Auetrahan capltai 0
develop the mining fields of this State. We
have never taken the narrow view that a
limitation of areas would be a wise thing.

We have never taken the narrow view that
o field is merely a “ gougers’ 7 field. Mr.
Leslie Urqubart, the gentleman mentioned
by the Minister, admitted that in a speoch
to sharebolders and directors in London, as
reported in the London * Times” aboat
eightcen months ago. I?Ie said that he was
thoroughly satisfied with the treatment that
Le bad received at the hands of the Labour
Government in Queensland.  The meeting
comprised representative members of finan.
cial institutions and mining companies. Hur-
ther than that, he said that, although when
he first came to Australiaz, he had fears with
regard to industrial conditions, he was
satisfied that in North Queensland the
industry could be carried on harmoniously.
He stated that he was satisfied with the men
engaged in the industry in North Queens-
land, particularly at Mount Isa. I know
from him personally that he is thoroughly
salisfied with the freatment meted out to
him by the then Labour Government. I say
without fear of coutradiction that I will
never by a vote of mine deny the right of
British capitalists to come to our country
and help to populate 1t with a white and
virile population.

The 3rorrraRy FOorR MiNes: I think wou
misinterpreted my thought. I said that I
did not expect one member to vote against
ik,

Mr. JONES: If we were in power and
this offer were made to me as Secretary for
Mineb I v»rmid very likely accept it, prob-

ably asking for some slight amendmen* of
the agreement. When we were in power,
we encouraged the development of the mining
industry on a big scale.

Mr. Beprorp: Probably caucus would have
thrown it out.

Myr. JONES: Probably caucus would have
thrown it out.

Mr. Beprorn: Then you would not have
had anything to say about it.

Mr. JONES: Caucus did not throw out the
same provision in the Pstroleum Act. I have
vet to learn that the Labour Party stands
for any restriction in the dcvelopment of the
State. When T introduced a Bill in 1927 to
amend the Petroleum Act of 1923, I laid

Mr, Jones.]
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down the principle of the geological and
geophysical survey of large areas of land
prior to tfesting by deep drilling. In the
1927 Act—and caucus approved of i, let
me remind the hon. mersher who interjects—
we laid down the principle of allowing 100
square miles for a period of three years to
be geophysically or geologically surveyed
prior to taking up the ordinary permit of
10,000 acres under the principal Act. 1
think it is a good principle to adopt in
certain areas of Queensland. We should
encourage anyhody who is willing to go out.
T do not say that it should apply to places
like Gympie, or, so far as petroleum is con-
cerned, at Roma or Longreach, where some-
thing has been proved, but it is a good
principle to enccurage the development of
our far-away fields by allowing an area
larger than that which is laid down in the
Mining Act.
Mr. BEproRD interjected.

The Treasurer: There is
breach in the party.

Mr. JONES: There is no breach in the
party, but we are broad-minded men.
and we differ on many subjects. Under
the Peotroleum Act we cerfainly made it
wide enough for anybody who could male
out a case. In this case it could not be
done under the Mining Act. I admit that
- it could not be done by the Minister, because
the Mining -Act does not provi for its
being done. The Act places a hmit on a
mining lease of 150 acres. That is the area
for which anyone may apply. It is worth
suggesting—I  have considered it very
seriously—that we should give some very
careful “consideration to putting a section
in the Mining Act to deal with a case
similar to this, so that the Minister would
not have to come to Parliament with an
agresment of this kind but would have
power in such cases to grant an area larger
than 160 acres on a distant field.

At 11.85 a.m.,

The CrarMaN oF CovmITtees (Mr, Roborts,
Fast Toowoomba) relieved the Speaker in
the chair.

Mr. JONES: We should
this side do know—that the Lawa Hill fleld
is so situated that no company or trast
would take up so small an area as the
maximum of 160 =cres allowed under tre
Act and spend a lot of money ou develop-
ing it. That is where the Minister may be
right so far as this agreement is concerned.
Lawn I1ill is so situated that it does reguive
large capital fo test and devejop it; and
1 venture the opinion that it will also
require a railway. It is 110 miles. from
Burketown. I have heen fwice on the field,
and the mines arc not all huddled together
in an area of 160 acres. I have been down
practically every shaft or hole in the ground
at Lawn Hill, and on one day when we went
vound the varvious mines I rvemember we
registered 65 miles by motor car, so that 168
acres would not cover them all. I am not
one of those who are opposed to the rati-
fication of this agreement, which will permit
of the expenditure of big capital, and will
help those who wish to develop that por-
tion of the State. The Lawn Hill ore
has gone as high as 80 per cent. lead, as
I pointed cut & few days ago. Some of it is
a bit low in silver values, but it is very
rich lead ore. The reason for one of my
missions to Lawn Hill—I took 2 geologist

. [Mr. Jones.
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from the staff with me—was to try %o get
the Lawn Hill ore for smelting at Chillagoe.
We were successiul in making arrangements
for that purpose. I loaned £1,500 to one
person to, enable him to purchase a big
tractor to cart the ore to Burketown; but,
although the ore showed such high values
as 70 per cent., 80 per cent., or 90 per cent.
lead, it did not pay because the transporta-
tion and lighterage charges to get it to
Chillagoe kilted it. The only way in which
Lawn Hill will be of value to this Stabe
and the mining community will be by the
expenditure of very large capital, treatment
on the feld, and by building a railway.
But that is another guestion. It may come
up again, and it may be debated whether
the railway should go from Burketown or
from Mount Iss through Camooweal. Again
1 say that we personally know the Mount
Isa Company, The Minister has given us
the names of the trust, for which we were
justified in asking, because we want to
do things with cur eyes open. We know
Mr. Urquhart and the wonderful develop-
ment that has taken place at Mount Isa,
and we hail him with delight. We know
that he has done some work for Queens-
land, and probably some good for the people
overseas whom he represents.

[12 noonj

The Minister made some reference to the
forfeiture of leases. The agreement provides
that the trust shall pay the rent on the lease,
mining tenement, or holding due by the
leascholder and affected by this agreement.
Ou another stage of the Bill I asked the
Minister if he had made provision for the
protection of those who held mining tene-
ments, Now it appears that all these mining
leases, tenements, or other forms of holding
—1 think the Minister said they are ffty-
nine in number—must be under option to
the trusi. We should protect the small man
as well as give every encouragement for the
opment of the industry generally., Pre-
ably the holders of the small leases are
iod, otherwise they would not have given
options over their holdings to the com-
pany. 1 want to remind the Minister that
during wmy twelve years as Secretary for
Mines the Government adopted a policy of
leniency in the matter of the forfeiture of
leases, Whether that was right or wrong,
or whether the Minister differs from me or
not, I did not arbitrarily for
lease during my term as DMiniSter.

The BecaErsaRY FOB Miwus: There must be
s limit to your leniency.

Mr. JONES: In most cases they were for-
feited voluntarily. We should insist—this
is a ’matter for local administration—that
application be made for exemption from
labour conditions. I know of one coalmini
lease held in the Bowen district where {
vears elapsed before any applicatior
made for exemption from labour cond
They could have made out the best possible
case. They were fined £100, and were very
lucky to get out of the position by payment
of that amount, because the department had
been deprived of £118 in fees. Although we
imposed the maximum fine provided under
the Achk, the department actually lost £18.
However, the department always did regard
the question of forfeiting leases with
leniency, because very many men who take
up leases deserve consideration. There is
no analogy between a limitation in area
imposed 1n respect of Mount Isa and the
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question of taking up land under this agree
ment. Mount Isa was discovered by two or
three men—they were not of the type of
Mr. Urquhart—but others rushed out to
Mount Isa and tried to grab up the whole
of the country, to the detriment of the small
men who had prospected the field. The
Government intervened and imposed a limit
on the area of leases that could be held by
one man., Why should a trust, or a com-
pany, Or a person who has a faster motor
car than someone else have an advaniage
over the ‘‘gouger’ who cannot travel so
fast on horseback? Why should he be given
the opportunity to grab.up the whole of the
country that he has not discovered? Mouni
Isa was discovered by two genuine pros-
pectors, and they informed their mates; bus,
before their mates had time to put in
applications, one person went out and
grabbed up the whole of the area. 1% swas
at that stage that the Government inter-
vened, and the small man benefited thereby.
These small holders did a certain amount of
prospecting work, and, after they nad
developed a lode or opened out a lode, they
gave an option over their leases and eveutu-
ally the leases passed into the hands of one
big concern that could develop the property.
It is a good thing that that has been so.

Mount Isa would be a failure to-day—the
hon. member for Warrego will agree with mo
—as & “ gouger” district. The Government
to which I belonged until a few months ago
had the vision, anyhow, to build a railway
to Mount Isa. We looked upon the guestion
from a statesmanlike point of view, and
encouraged much capital to develop that
field whica is going to do so much in ihe
future for North Queenstand. In other words
we tried to develop the mining indusiry in
a bigger way than was attempted hitherto.
I believe we have reached a stage in minin
in Awustralia when big capital is required
to work it, and when we shall have to look
upon mining as a big industry vather than
as an industry providing employment
one or two men under a prospector’s exisi-
ence, or as providing a bare living for those
men who mine and send ore away for treat-
ment at long distances, Taking inte con-
sideration the price of the lead and the
difficulty of transport, I venture to say that
is would not pay to send ore from Lawn
Hill to Port Kembla or the Chillagoe State
smelting works when they are opened.

Clause 4 of the Bill reads— |

“ Tt is hereby declered that the com-
pany is, and was at all material fimes,
fully empowered and authorised to ente:
into the said agreement.

“ Moreover, such company is hereby
authorised, if necessary, from #$ims 1o
time to make any amendment of or add.-
tion to its memoranda and ariicles of
association which may be deemed neces-
sary and expedient so to do by thz
company in that behalf.”

The House should be aware, and probably
the Minister, either in Committee or at a
later stage, may give us some information
regarding that clause. We want to know
what extra power the company may get, or

what extra concessions it may receive by -

an alteration of articles of association under
this agreement. To me the clause is ambigu-
ous.  According to the company law, it
may be necessary to have some such para-
graph in the agreement or in the Bill. Hoéw-
ever, 1 leave that point to the Minister in
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the hope that he will give hon. members

some information before the Bill goes
through.
Mention has been made of clause 5. As

I read that clavse—ihe Minister may correct
me if I am wrong, but I believe my intey-
pratation of it is correct—I do not see any
danger in it. My interprefation of the clause
is that, if the trust takes up a number of
mining leases now existent or on the
land over which they may prospect, those
leases automatically become wunited—not
by application to the Minister in the
usnal way, but upon payment of a fee
of £10 10s. I believe this clause permits
the eompany automatically to unite the leases
until the maximum area allowed under the
Mining Act is reached. Will this clause
give the company the right to amalgamate
all its leases iriespective of the area? In
other words, will the company have the right
to amalgamate or unite all its leases and
hold an area over and above the maximum
area permitted under the Mining Act? Por-
sonally, I do not think it does.
Clause 5 reads—

“TIt is also hereby declared that the
union of any leases as set forth in section
forty-two of the Mining Act of 1898,
which may be taken up and acquired
pursuant to clavse six of the said agree-
ment, shall at the option of the company
be approved, which approval shall be
granted subject to the provisions of the
sald section forty-two of the Mining
Act of 1898.”

There is just a fear that that may give a
right to unite leases over and above the
maxinium area required under the Mining
Act.

Regarding the agreement generally, Go-
vernment members should understand that
we vealise the effect of the provisions
of this agreement. Personally, I am
giving a general support to the Bill,
with the right, if necessary, 1o im-
prove the agreement when it comes 1o
be considered in Cormmittee. Of course, I
realise the difficulty of amending an agree-
ment once it is made, although the agree-
ment provides that it shall be ratified by
this Parliament. ¥t the general principles
of the agreement are altered, it might be
difficult to secure acceptance of it by the
London principals of the Trust. A% the
same time, I hope the Minister will realise
that this should net be approached from
any party angle. I would not like to do
anything that would prevent the expenditure
of money in the development of the minin
industry in North Queensland, but surel
that should: not prevent us from examining
this agreement with the closest scrutiny and
suggesting amendments which may meeb
with the approval of the Trust. The Oppo-
sition have given somo consideration to this
agreement, so that we are not ‘‘ pulling our
own legs” In the matter. The agreement
provides for the expenditure of £10,000 in
one year in geological investigation and
prospecting. Prospecting is by diamond-
drilling, surface prospecting, geophysica:
methods, ete. although it does not appear
to me that the #rust will use geophysical
methods for prospecting as 1t evidently
prefers the diamond-drilling. The Minister
says that the agreement is for five years,
but, as a matter of fact, it is for ten years.
In the first vear the trust must spend
£10,000, and after that the expenditure

Mr. J onesjj
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is just the sum of money that geologists of
the company may recommend to the trust.
Taking a bypothetical case, the geologists
may recommend the expenditure of £5 or
£10 per year under the sirict reading of
this egreement. That, of course, would be
absurd,, We know that big mining men
would not waste time in trying ito hold up

wny roposition in  Queensland by not
expending  money.  Still, under  the
agreement this land can be held for

five vyears by the expenditure of the
first £10,000. Whether Mr. Urguhart would
agree to an expenditure of £10.000 per
annium iz another question; he may not
want that restriction placed upon the trust.
In my opinion, i it spends the first £10,000,
and 1t 1s satisfied, as it should be in the
first year from the geologists who are
brought here, it will spend that £100,000
for the first five years. If it proves to the
satisfaction of the Minister that it has spent
£100,000 in the development of that area,
then it has to be given an extension of five
years for further development.

A% 12,16 pam.,

The SrranEr resumed the chair.

Mr. JONES: We quite wvnderstand the
possibility, and we have really to rely on
the bigness of the men forming that com-
pany and their desixe to do something for
- Australia as well as for themselves. I have
senise enough to kpow that no trust would
hold down Lawn Hill or any other large
field, for a period of five years without doing
something with it. At the some time the
agreement does give the opportunity of
cxpending only £10,000 in the first year and
very little afterwards. It will all depend
on whether the geologists recommend the
expenditure of a fair sum of money or
whether the whole thing be abandoned, 1
am pleased to know that the men who hold
the leases at the present time will be pro-
tected, Possibly it would be wise to have a
further agreement, and I should like some
informalion in regard to the agreement made
by the trust with the men who already hold
mining tenements, If they avc satisfied
with the conditions and with the payment
they are to receive for their leases, well and
eood.  The trust will hold these areas during
the time they are prospecting the field and
will hand them back if they do not exer-
cise their opinion, 1t would be interesting
tn know what these men are getting. Does
the Minister know? The trust may not have
informed him. I think we should know the
vature of the agreement under which these
tenements are allowed to be hold by the
irust. Speaking for myself, I cannot see
very much danger in the agrecment. and if
it will encourage the mining industry, as
1 believe 1t wiil, knowing the gentleman
forming the f{rusi, then 1t should receive
support, Lawn Hill is a Dbeautiful place.
The climatic conditions are much better than
2t Mount Isa. At Lawn Hill there are
greater facilities in every way except as
to the wvalue of the ore. Mount Isa has
nothing to  recommend it except the
value of the ore. TLawn Hill has a
beautiful water supply and is beautiful
country. While I am in the House I shall
never vote or speak against the development
of Queensland, which is my native State. If
we are to populate Queensland as it should
be populated, then it will be done only
through the mining industry. Mining will
be the forerunner of land settlement in that
area. As the hon. member for Bowen

[Mr. Jones.
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knows, some of the best land in Queensland
is to be found on the Gregory River and on
Lawn Hill. Within 17 miles of Mount Isa
you get into good sheep and grazing country
also some splendid agricultural couniry, and
I consider it to be my duty, as one member
of this Assembly, to support thiz Bill and
when we get into Committee I shall probably
meke some suggestions for improving the
agreement,

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): I echo the
sentiment of the hon. member for Paddington
that he would do anything for the develgp-
ment of the country. It is for that rcason
that I oppose this Bill, which iz one which
is eminently qualified to burke deveiopment.
If there were no other reason, the lame and
impotent defence of it by the Minister would
be sufficient. My reasons for general opposi-
tion to it is that, in the first place, 1t is
wholly opposed to public interest, sceing that
there is in existence in Quecnsland aiready
one of the most liberal Mining Acts in the
world; and secondly, I oppose it particularly
by reason of the personmnel of the company
to whom this concession is to he given. "lak-
ing the Bill itself, T am very glad that the
Minister spoke with great irrevelancy,
because it pormits me to review and correct
somie of the wild statements he niade. In
reading clause 3 of the agreement I see if is
stated that there shall be an area of 100,000
acres. Under the ordinary mining ¢wuditions
that would wrepresent a rent of £50,000 a
vear. The ordinary tenements or leases now
n existence are to be protected; the con-
cessionaires have already opiions over them
Then the agreement goes on in a loose way.
The agreement is in favour of the conces-
sionairvies, and all against the Government.
Subparagraph {a)- of paragraph 5 of the
agreement states that the company shall—

“ As soon as possible after the passing
of the Act mentioned in clause (1) hereof
appoint and send to the said land a
specially selected geological party pro-
perly equipped with all mecessary plant,
tools, and appliances.”

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not discuss the clauses of the Bill in detail.
He must discuss the principles of the Bill

Mr. BEDFORD:

agreement 7

The SPEAKER: The hon. member can
discuss the agreement but mot the clauses
in detail.

Mr. BEDFORD: There is nothing in this
sgreement by which any onus is pub on the
company at all. They have to commence
operafions as soon as possible—they being
the judges of time—and twelve months after
they have arrived on the ground they must
furnish certain particulars and incur some
expenditure unless they are prevented by
some explainable circumstances, of which
they are io be the judges. At the end of
that time they must spend £10,000, amount-
ing to 2s. per acre, and for that they are
going to get this area locked for five years.
It is just as well to remember that, for the
purpose of marketing, this field 15 worth
more than it was In 1927. Mount Isa was
esbablished in 1923 and dragged a very slow
course towards production, because they will
not be producing for another two years,
which will mean cight yéars after discovery.
At the same time, Jervoize Range, 240 miles
to the south-west of Mount Isa, will pro-
bably, by that time, have prepared the

I must not discuss the
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Londen market for a tremendous marketing
scheme such as this. Kverybody knows that
the whole course of large areas being handed
over anywhere in the world, especially in
new countries, has been disastrous to the
people handing them over and the people
who put money into them. For example,
the Chartered Company of Rhodesia resulted
in a failure of millions of pounds. The
British Government had to give it away
and then take it back again and return some
of the capital to the people who should never
have been in it. 1t may be stated in round
terms that the agreement under this Bill
is all for the benefit of the concessionaires
and not for the Government. The action of
the Government in handing over these areas
under such a loose agreement as this is
made worse by the people to whom it iz %o
be given.

The Minister stated that this company
wanted this area so that they would not have
to pay for the property as they had %o p
on the Mount Isa feld. I thoroughly agr
with that, The reason why the Mount Isa
Proprietary Company came into existence is
this: A number of prospectors on the feld
who had known me twenty or twenty-five
vears before, would not do business with
Mount Isa Mines, Limited, under any civ-
cumstances, haviag known them previously.

Thé SecmErsmy ror Mixes: I would not
contradict you, but I would not believe you.

Mr. BEDFORD: It does not matter what
the hon. gentleman believes. These facts
can be substantiated by my fellow directors,
Mr. Joe Millican, late of E, D. Miles and
Company, of Charters Towers, and Mr. V. J.
Sadlier, chairman of the Silverton Tramway
Company, and they are men of immeasurably
finer standing than the Secretary for Mines
will ever be. These prospectors would mot
sell t5 Mount Isa Mines, Limited, but they
put their leases under option to me ab
£25,000, and a group of my friends pui up
the necessary mcney for development. Wo
spent £27,000 on the show. Before I secured
the option and these men had tcld the Mouns
Isa Mines, Limited, on the field that they
would do business with me and nobody else—
because they had had a square deal from ms
twenty years before, since when they had
not seéen me—the Isa mines representative
came to me ani offered me £5000 to turn
over the options. I said, “I want to see
them, because if they are good enocugh I
will make my usual mistake—or it may be
not a mistake this time—and see what 13
in the cellar.” I was never a scrip hawker.
If & mine Jooked good at 200 feet, I wanted
to see what it looked like at 300 feet—and
generally fell in and lost money. I weat
up to the field and looked at the options,
and eventually we formed a company. The
Mount Isa Mines, Limited, immediately
afterwards offered £35,000, but we told them,
“We are still going to see what is in the

srea.” By-and-b; we saw that the value was
there, although while the other company

was getting down to 1560 feet we were down
to 600 feet with drills, We proved the
Ibus-Black Btar lode at 600 feet as being
230 feet wide. We were not getting in the
way of development, as the Minister so
charitably mentioned. We were repaid for
having done development already and it
proved that there was something like 500,000
tons of ore for every 100 feet of sinking
Mount Isa Mines, Limited, offered £130,000.
The time was up and we had spent £27,000.
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We were pushed for capital and were in
danger of not getting il, because if we pur
out our veserve shares the Ysa mines wouid
bear our stock and we would not have been
able to sell even to shareholders, becaus:
if Bs. shares were offered to shareholdes
and the market was 4s. nobody would take
them up. I was supposed to be dying of
preumonia, but the idea of letting these
people get this property cured me, Whil
they were doing this in Sydney they were
also offering the prospectors on the field an
extra £10,000if they would break our option,
which would give them the properiy for
£35,000. So, although ¥ was supposed to be
dying of pneumonia, I thought it would he
better to be dead than let them have it.
I went to the field with only £14.000 to pay
the £25,000, but I paid the £14.000 and got
an extension of three months for the pay-
ment of the balance by paying some hearty
interest.  Then, seeing that the game was
up, the company paid us £125,000 in shares.
I regard that as being absolutely a gift to
them. If ever any man was against the sale
ir was I. It was pointed out to me by my
colleagues that they kunew my reputation
for holding on to a property

The Secrersry vor Mines: When you woere
clerking on the ““ hill’

[12.30 p.m.]

Mr. BEDFORD: The hon. gentleman
never heard of me before, because I never
move among the ‘ poddy-snatchers.” The
whole thing in this affair comes down to this:
We then having got about £125,000 in shares
did not, as the Minister says, sell them for
£1 a share, We held them, or most of them.
until they were £2 a share and if it will
give the Minister any greater shock ‘%o
know that we got double what he thought,
then I present him with the shock. Nof
wishing to get ocut of the field and on the
advice of Mr. Dunstan and Mr. Saint Smith
we decided that the mine on the eastern side
of the field, the flood plain of the Ieichhards
River on which the out-crops had been
broken down by floods and covered with
alluviom, we considered this would be an
excellent field for a systematic campaign
of drilling, The Minister tried to misiead
the House by saying that we held some of
these leases for six years. We did not
start to get them uptil two months before
Christmas and they were 1 acre, 2-acres,
acres, and 10 acres, and so on, valueless in
themselves but for a big drilling campaign
probably valuable in the mass. The Mount
Isa Consolidated Syundicate took these
options and put in an application for a
union of the lease. That is the reason why
exemptions were not applied for. In Feb-
ruary this year the Commissioner for Rail-
ways told me that the department reguired
certain service rights for railway purposes.
We said, * Certainly, take them, but the
only thing is we want to reserve the right
to drill in the station yard or as close to the
permanent-way as we please, subject to
safety.” They agreed to that and asked
if we required compensation. We said no,
but that we wanted the right to be allowed
to drill in the station yard or near the per-
manent-way. I met the chairman of the
Mount Isa Mines, and said, “I am told
by the Railway Department that.you propose
to come over to the ecast side with wvour
works. We have already commenced our
survey of boring lines on the advice of Mr.
Saint Smith and Mr. Dunstan, and if you

My, Bedford.]
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want anything you had better say it quickly
‘before we make our arrangements.” They did
not take the offer of course, and baving then
in charge of Mount Isa Mines a Mexican
from Connecticut, they decided to * Jump 7 the
leases. After the pumping and when they
got to Brisbane they discovered that the
/hrres Department had not forfeited a leass
in fifteen years. It was then arranged
partly through the Crown Law Office that
some arrangement should be made whereby
they should get 15 acres of surface rights and
‘we should continue the mining rights withir
60 feet of the surface., We then met to
decide as to the proper compensation. They
offered. £750 and said they wanted only 15
acres. 1 said, “ Why did you try to jump
150 acres?”’ At any rate I asked them io
say something which would not make me
laugh too much, and with that the conversa-
tion ended I went away to the elections
which turned out in a deplorable way as
you see—with all those singularly unfortunate
gentlemen on the front benches. 1 still did
not believe that any Government could be
0 blind to the interests of small people
and blind to the necessity for developing
the deposits in this flcoded plain which Isa
Mines said were valueless and which now are
dead for prospecting and will never be
prospected, because they have got into the
hands of these people. We met again and
.they asked what was the value due on the
15 acres. Now, we already had our agree-
ments drawn up to transfer the whole of
the property of the syndicate. We could not
take away the surface rights and transfer
the subterranean. The whole lot was to be
transferred to the company, and this com-
pany to sell those surface nghts

Mr. Cravron: What
syndicate ?

Mr BEDFORD: The sccrvetary
Griffith, 115 Pitt street, Svdney,

is the nawme of the

is 8. N.
from whont
in formahoh can be obtained. They then
1 to us, “ What is the figuve you will
ake for that 15 acres?” 1 pomtod out this
f‘ac‘%—‘zhaﬁ a lode half as Lig as the Ibus or

15 acres; that

the Btar could be hidden in
putting down 5 or 10 acres of

if tﬁev were
tuildings it would mesn that the develop-
menp of the subterranc ean area would be so
much the more expensive. 1 asked for the

£6,000 to be paid to the eredit of the com-
rany’s working capital. They did not refuse
that, Thay said, “ Wo must communicate
with Londen 7—or Moscow, or somewhere
clse, and went away. The next thing I
heard of was the new Gov Dwmen‘ being in
power. I met the Secretary for Mines, “and
he told me that the Government also wanted
me to come to an agreement with the com-
pany and advised me to go to Sydney and
-~vo the directors of the Mount Isa Company.
T had written fo him this letter—

“More than six months ago, my com-
pany—the Mount Isa Consolidated—
secured options on certain mineral leases
at Mount Isa to the cast of the Mount
Isa mines area, and west of the Leich-
wardt River. This area is covsred with

alluvivm  with  occasional outerops of
gossan, .
“Mr. Dunstan, Government Geologist,

reported on this area: ‘The Louisa

group of leases is on the castern side of
the Mount Isa main line of lode and
undoubtedly is an area of disturbance
running parallel with the main Isa belt.
It is subject to cross-faults and other

{Mr. Bedford.
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movements, as in the main Isa belt, has
silver-lead ore in some of the outmops
and has many peculiarities in common
with the main deposits. Probably the
influence of the main or channel will be
more pronounced on the east and west
of the positions of the main lode, which
are highly ore-bearing, and the 51tua’mon
of the leases on the east side are in a
position opposite to the rich Beech Rock
area, and incomparable in position with
the Ibus-Black Star belt oun the west side.
There will undoubtedly be ore values in
the Louisa group, not only in the hard,
conspicuous ironstone and ribbon-stone
outerops, but in the intermediate soft
shales between these, which in other parts
of the field have proved to be highly
mineral-bearing.

< Prospecting the ground with a dia-
mond drill ssems to be the best means
of testing the lodes for values.”

I went on to relate these facts which I have
already told hon. members, and said—

“The areas we have are not particu-
larly favourable for ordinary methods
of prospecting, and exploration by dia-
mond drill is plainly suggested. The
area was unwanted by anybody and we
have consolidated it, on the advice of the
geologists quoted, for an exhaustive
boring campaign. ' Mount Isa Mines
I4d. is quite surprised that we do not
hurry off our own property, propeérly
acquxrod as soon as they express a wish
to have it In the furtherance of that
design, they affect vo believe that the
area is valuciess for prospecting, but we
prefer the opinion of Australian g(OlG-
gists whose knowledge of the field is
greater than that of these imported men.

“ Having atternpted to jump 1850 acres,
they now say they want the surface
rights of 15 acres only. But 3 acres
covered from prospecting may mean
missing a_ valuable ore-deposit, ‘and our
own opinion is that any encroachment
will be to our disadvantage.

“The retiring Minister, Mr. Jones,
wishing to help Mount Isa Mines Ltd.,
without 'qastlco to us, asked me to
confer with Mount Isa Mines representa-
tives, and this I did—stating, at their
wcuost a pmce which we know to be
reasonable.”

a matter of fact, we had already told
m that we did not want to have anything
to do with them, or to be obstructed or
interfered with by them, no matter how
much money they had. The position with
Mount Isa was that they had been throwing
money away like a drunken sailor and are
still ‘continuing to do so. They erected
ge numbers of buﬂdmgs on the north-east
side of the area, and as soon as they had
uone $0, comm'\nced Du}hng them down again
and re-erecting them on the south and west
e of the avea. Apparently a great deal
of this Wa<teful expenditure was no‘c to be
noticed so long as they could steal from the
property of some other person for nothing.
Take, for instance, a case which occurred
over a year age when a warden named
Kayvett was in Cloncuny A girl in Clen-
curry pub up a tenner” in a little 10-acre
block and was holding on to it. No one
could say that she was a prospector, Hvery-

dy knows she would not do anything except
it was done in the way of a consolidation.
In the case of this area, when Draper, I
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think his name was—the Mexican from Con-
necticut—was talking to Knyvett he said,
“ We want that block. T wonder how much
they will want for it.” Mr. Knyvett, with
that habit that some public servants have
of “kowtowing ” to big money and caring
nothing for the smaller people, said, * Don’t
pay for it at all; apply for forfeiture and
vou will get it.” Similarly, the same thing
would have been done with us.

Mr. Jones: The lease held by that girl
was not forfeited. It is just as well to say
0. .
Mr. BEDFORD: I did not know what
happened to it. I know we never had ii.
During the Labour regime there was never
a lease forfeited. There can be no doubt
that my statement was correct, for here are
photographs of the requisition for fifteen
acres by McCrea, the chairman of directors
of Mount Isa. HFollowing on that, the last
interview with them was that they would
consider cabling to London. At the beginning
they were to continue on the western side,
where they had planned their smelters and
built large numbers of houses for the recep-
tion of a staff. It was only at the last
moment they decided to go on to the east
side, and apparently their idea—fresh as
they were from Russia and other places—
was that the Australians were to be pushed
off the earth if they wanted that land.
Following on this I had this interview with
the Secretary for Mines, who quite naturally
expressed a wish to get the matter cleaned
up. I told him I would go to Syduey the
next day and confer. Probably they thought
#his was a good time to get to it while 1
away. 1 waited in Sydney a week, they
g promised to fix up an interview.
Huaving put me off from day to day, at the
ond of that time they said that really there
was no necessity for a mceting at all. But
in the meantime it was being told to our
friends that Mr. Macartney, the solicitor for
the Isa Mines Company, was to be Agent-
General and that Isa Mines could get any-
thing it wanted. It is a fact that on the
following Tuesday—I came back to Brishane
immediately, but the Minister had gone
North on the Monday—at the same Execu-
~tive meeting which forfeited these areas,
none of which was our property bub was
optioned to us and belonged to a lot of
little people, Mr. Macartney was appointed
Agent-General. These are the facts so far
-as this particular business is concerned on
which mud has been attempted to be thrown,
and I thank the mud-thrower for the opnor-
tunity of having been able to give a plain
and unvarnished statement of the whole
thing. I oppose this Bill because in the first
place it is too much against the Government
and too much in favour of the concessionaires.
In the second place, the people to whom
it is to be given have already got too much
in this country, are land-poor, and cannot
develop the area as they should because
they have 600 acres of orve-bearing country
and it is not sufficient for the Siate +
they should develop it at a rate that will
give that feld a life of 100 or 200 vears.
1t would bhe mmuch better for the present
gencration and would be for the benefit of
Wueensland if half a dozen companies were
operating on 1t Seeing that they are not
only land-poor but are so slow in their
methods that they will not be producing until
eight years after the discovery of the field,
I think the House—although it will not do
anything of the sort—should take into con-

[4 OcToBER.]
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sideration the advisability of confining the
energies of these people to where they are
at present.

Mr. KELSO (Vundeh): One would think,
after listening to the hon. member for
Warrego, that he was sorry he did not get
in on this deal as he did on the other deals.

Mr. BsproRD: I never said anything of
the sort. I would not be found dead with
them.

Mr. KELSO: The late Secretary for Mines
made a very reasonable speech, and I think
his speeches on mining matters always havo
been reasonable.

Mr. BRASSINGTON :
than you are.

Mr. KELSO: It does nobt matter abous
me. The hon. member for Paddington
delivered a very fair speech this morning.
“The hon. membnr for Warrego has an awful
set on concessionaires and marketeers.

My, Beprorp: Have you got a pain?

Mr, XELSO: The hon. member wiil have
w pain by the time I have finished with hin.
(Government laughter.) The hon, member
talks about concessionaires and marketeers.
and wants us to believe that he is a 8imon
Pure.

Mr. Beprorp: I don’t want you to think
anything of the sort.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member has put
up such a pitiful tale that one would think,
if you examined his shoulders, it would be
found that he was growing a couple of wings
The statements made by the hon. member
in self-defence are all right from his point
oi view, but there are other facts in.con-
nection with the Mount Isa Company, anid
more especially with the subsidiary company
known as the Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-
Tead, Limited, that this House should know
something about, and I am going to give
the facts of the matter and not fanciful
statements. 1 shall give facts that can be
verified. In August, October, and December
1923, six leases were taken up at Mount Isa—
“Qut on Her Own,” “ Mount Argule’
“ Thus,” “ Durham Angel,” “ Tven Break.”
and “ Only Chance.

On 9th February. 1924, Mr. Randolph Bed-
ford notified the Mines Department that he
had “taken over’ these leases.

On 2nd April, 1024, the Secrefary of Mount
Isa Proprietary Silver-Lead, Limited, noti-
fed the Mines Department that his company
had, by assignment from Randolph Bediord,
M.I.A., secured options to purchase these
leases. )

Mr. BepsorD: So far this i3 no hanging
matter.

Mr, KELSO: The sting of my speech will
be in the tail

He is more reasonabie

: vy For Ratnways {to Mr. Bed
ight to be shot.

Mr., KIRWAN (Brisbane): I 1‘"ise to a
voint of order. I desire to know if the Secro;
tary for Railways is in order in saying that
an hon. member on this side ought to Lo
shot,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
withdraw that. and say he should not be
shot. (Laughter.) .

Mr. KELSO: On 8th November, 1924,
Randolph Bedfcrd notified the Mines Depart
ment that Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-Lead,

My, Kelso.]
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Liniited, had exercised its options to puriha e
the leases.

On 12th November, 1925, an Act was passed
in the Queensland Dwrhament authorising
the construction of a railway in the interesis
of Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-Lead,
Limited, and Mount Isa Mines, Limited.
There was an agreement dated 22nd Feb
vuary, 1924, registered in Sydney, which diz-
closes the fact that Randolph Bedford agreed
to sell Mount Isa Proprietary Silver- Lead
Limited, the above leases, and that the con-
sideration he received was £2,500 in cash
and 60,000 shares in the company of a value
Of £15,000, making a total of £17,500.

M. Beororp i I blush at my own modera-
tion.

Mr. XELSO: I am very pleased that up
to the present the hon. member agrees with
e, Now we have soraething interesting
This company was registered in Sydney, and
vecords in Sydney disclose that the “Share-
holders in Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-
Lead, Lamited, included Fc‘mard ‘Granville
Theodore, William McCormack, John Wren.
of Melbourne—({laughter)}—Kathleen Marshall

(care of Henry Marshall, who was then
Under Secretary for Mines—-
Mr, Breprorn: I gave those shares o

friends.

Mr., KELSO: The shareholders also
include Robert A, Dunlop, who was then
warden at Cloncurry, where the mines are
sttuated. If iny memory serves me right,

this Mr. Dunlop also figured in Chillagoe.

Mr. BepDFORD: Those shares were given
bim by Corbould, I gave Theodore his
shares, and MeCormack his shares.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member will be
wise to hold his tongue, because every time
he opens his mouth he gives the show away.
I have a little more to say.

On 19th April, 1926, the leases were trans-
ferred by Mount Isa Mines Silver Lead
Limited to Mount Isa Mines Limited, the
consideration received being 125,000 shares
of £1 each in the latter company, including

5,000 shares for ore at grass, plant, anu
machinery,
Mr. Beprorp: Too little.

Mr. KELSO: It is important to compare
this consideration of £125, OOO which Mouni
Isa Proprietary Silver Lead Limited
received with the £17,500 which it gave for
the leases,

My Bmprorp: We proved millions of
pounds worth of ore in the meantime.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member has given
his explanation of the matter; but I would
remind hon, members that in 1925 there
was a Bill passed through this Chamber to
authorise the construction of a railway to
Mount Isa, in consideration for which the
Mount Isa Mines Limited and the Mount
Isa Proprietary Silver Lead Limited were
to pwform certain construction work. Now
we begin to see exactly what the position is.
If it had not been for that railway being
built these properties would have been worth
bhardly anything. As a result of this
arrapgement being mdde I have no hesita-
tion in saying that the shares of the Mount
Isa Proprietary Silver Lead Idmited shot
up to £125000.

Mr. Beprorp: £250,000.

The BPEAKER: Order!

[Mr. Kelso.
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Mr. KELBSO: Look at the names 1 have
given. What a beautiful party! The hon.
member for Warrege has the audacity tc
stand up here and talk about profiteers and
concessionaires. - Is it not plain that the
hon. member is annoyed because he wanted
to be in this later scheme? It is plain io
hon. members with any intelligence.

An Orpostrron Mewper: Did the Mount
Isa Proprietary Silver Lead Limited gev
any mining concession ?

My, Beororp: No.

My, KEL8O: Two years afterwa when
all the shareholders of the smal o~
p‘mm: were merged into the larger “Mount
Isa Company we find the Mount Isa Com-
pany approached the Government for certain
concession as regards haulage. That I think
is an enormous advantage for anybody to
get.  The Government of the day at the
head of which was Mr: McCorma the
Premier, who was then a large shareholder.
gave the Mount Isa Mines Limited a certain
concession. This concession was given at the
expense of the country. I say that Mungana
is only a trifle compared with the concession
given by these men who ought to have pro-
tected the public purse of Queensiand. It
is one of the biggest scandals that have ever
been perpetrated. I am informed that it 1s
impossible to gauge the value of the con-
cession made because it was over a series
of years. - Probably up to the present time
the Mount Isa Company with this concession

has been benefited to the extent of £250,000.

Mr. Beprorp: You want to be told you
are only humorous.

Mr. KELSO: On two different occ
our leader when we were in Oppos
endeavoured to get- certain information in
regard to Chillagoe but we were “bluffed off.’
We know that in regard to Mungana we
had a full discussion. Two Ministers who
ought to have protected the public of
Queensland actually bought on behalf of the
Government a worthless mine for £40,00C
and cut up the melon among themselves.

We know that Mr. Theodore is “ stump-
ing ”’ Australia at the present time in the
interests of democracy. He says he 1
burning with a desire to do something for
the neople of Australia, and that he wan
a certain Government to be put out.

McCUormack, the late Premier, is now in
England, and he gave away certain con-

cessions to the Mount Isa Company which
the people of Queensland will have to ;
for.  We have another gentleman, My,
John Wren, mentioned here. T do not necd
to thlk about John Wren. We all know
John Wren, Then we have something
which needs ewxplanation, and probab
hon. member for Warrego can tell =
it was that a certain lady named Ma
wife of Henry Marshall, held some of these
shares, :

Mr. Brpromrp:
about him.

My, KELSG: I understand thm, that

aentlemsan was Under Secretary for BMix
e ig not now in the deparfmem

I do not know anything

Mr,
held by t}*e wxfe of a public servant ho at
that time was Under Secretary for_ lines.
(Interruption.) Why, the whole thing is =
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job, aithough the hon. member would have
this House to behme that he is dead against
concessions such as the Bill the Minister for
M{i”m» has brought forward in order to
develop the country, The share register in
‘%Vdney discloses the fact that the following
shares in Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-Lead

T.imited, were obtained, by allotment, by the
following :—
Randoiph Bedford 48,250
Hric Bedford ... 206
Mary Bedford ... 500
Florio Bedford .. 200
Of course, we all know that the hon. member
for Warrego wus only holding a large

number of those shaves in trust for other
people.

Mr. Buprorp: You are giving away the
country’s property. Will you say that it was

wrong to give them to my family?

Mr. ELSO: A*}Oth"l most  interesting
feature I det to disouss is the way this cor-
pany got out of income tax that was due.
The company was wound up and it appears
that the Commissioner of Taxes assessed it
on the difference between what it paid and
what it got.

Mr. Bmprorp: You are falking of Isa
South,  You do not know your job.

Mr. KELSO: The amount which would
have: been received under the ordinary
Income Tax Act would have been consider-
able, but the plea was put up that this was
" a developmental company. - That was
accepted by the Commissioner, who, however,
veferred the matter later on to the Crown
Law Office. The Crown Solicitor said he
did not think that it was a developmental

company, and the Commissioner made a
demand on the company, which at Lhat time
had been liguidated.  There ere  no
agsets.

Mr. BEDFORD : That is untrue.
dation has nct closed.

Ths SPEAXER : Order!

Mr. KELSO: The Commissioner sued the
liguidator for the amount and got judgment,
which still exists.

Mr. BeprorD: They appealed.
Mr. KELSO: There were no assets,

Mr. BrprorD: There ave £25000 worth
of shares in the hands of the bamdqto*
What are you talking about?

Mr. KELSO: The shareholders have gof
away with a profit of apnromm«te?y £100,000
and that income tax is still owing, (Uproar)
I hope that the Attorney-General will find
some means—personally 1 think that a debt
due to the Crown continues and the Hability
is on the individual members of the com-
pany—of getting that £11,000 of income tax
that should have been rald by this com-
pany. I hope he will follow it up and that
he can make each individual. shareholder
responsible for the amount.

Mr. Beprorp: Well, you cammot.

My, KELSO: The hon. member in his
statement tried to make out that everything
was fair and aboveboard.

My, BEDroaD: So it is.
Mr. KELSO: For my part I consider it

is one of the biggest scandals in the history
of Queensland.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

The liqui-

Hear, hear!

[4 Ocroser.]
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Mr., COLLINS {Bowen): Before proceed-
ing to deal with the 1eport of the Commis-
sion, however, I wish to dissociate myself
r\m‘ldv from anything that has been men-
tioned by the hon. member for Nundabh. My
character is pretty well known bhroughout
Queensland, and I defy anyone to say that
I have done anything wrong in any traunsac-
tion that has ever taken. place.

Hownounaste Mzwpers: Hear, hear!
{2 p.m.]

Mr, COLLINS: I am safe in saying that
my party as a party stand for the truth,
no matter how unpleasant it may be at the
time. We have not ounly to look to the
present, but wo must also look to the fature.

Mount Isa has been frequently mentioned
this morning, and I take 1t that the Mount
Isa. mining ﬁeld is to some extent linked up
with the proposal covered by the Rill. The
name of Mr. Urquhart has also been men-
tioned, and he i1s the gentleman who is
concerned with this leglslatlon and i3 actively
a&”oc”aie(3 with the Mount Isa mining field.
I bave been a member of the Public Works
Coramission since 1918, and I am stil} a
member of that commisison. The personnel
of that commission was altered on more
than one occasion. The commission had
occasion to visit Mount Isa in April, 1924, and
again later. The members eongtlmtma the
commission on the occasion of the first visit
were :—J. Payne M.T..A,, chairman, Charles
Collins, M.L.A,, W. Cooper, M.L.A.,
Gildey, MLA, and B. H. Corser, M.I.A.
The last mentioned was a member of
the then Opposition. Mr. T. R. Roberts,
M.L.A., now Chairman of Committess, was
also a member of that commission aé the
time, but he did not make ithe visit. In
I\‘ovember of the same year the commission
again visited Mount Isa, and on that
occasion it was constituted as follows:—J,

Payne, ML.L.A., chairman, Charles Collins,
M.L.A., ¥. A, Cooper, M.L.A., W Cooper,
M.L.A., B. H. Corser, M.L.A,, J. T. Gilday,
M.ILA,, and T. R. Roberts, M.L.A. Houn.

members might ask why we visited Mount
Isa on two different occasions. On the frst
occasion we visited this mining field shortly
after its discovery, when very little work
had been done, and we felt as a commission
that it was impossible for us to make any
report on the proposal to construct a railway
line to the field because of the little develop-
mental work that had taken place. That was
the reason for our second visit in November.
If ever there was a railway proposal sub-
mitted to the commission for consideration
that received carcful consideration, then it
was this proposal. Never while I have been
a member of that commission has a pro-
posal received such close consideration. We
recognised that it was proposed to construch
a raﬂwa,y line through practically barren
country from Duchess to Mount Isa and
we were very careful to secure the
advice of <Chief Geologist Mr. Dunstan
and other people before coming to a
conclrsion.  If I remember rightly, Mr.
Dunstan was sent to the field by the Mines
Department to make an inspection. I for
one have very great faith in the Chief
Geologist of this State. I have known him
for a number of years in my official capacity
as @& member of Parliament, and I have
great faith in his judgment. I am p,easec!
to say that up to the present ‘his judgment
has been fairly correct. I repeat that, before
coming to a conclusion on this proposzﬂr very
careful consideration was given o the matber,

My, Collans. ]
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because we realised that the railway would
traverse barren country, and there could be
no possibility of its being a paying line to
the Government unless a mining centre was

established. The Public Works Commission
recommended—
“ (1) We, therefore, recommend that

section D of the (ireat Western Railway
line be constructed on or near the route
surveyed under the provisions of the
Great Western Railway Act of 1910,
W’iﬂ;}){)ut any deviation to serve Mount
Tsa.

“(2) We are prepared to recoromend
the building of a railway solely for the
purpose of serving the Mount Isa mineral
feld if the companies largely interested
therein are prepared to bear some of
the loss (if any) which may occur on
its working; subject, therefore, to the
sompletion of an effeciive undertaking
or undertakings to guarantee the Go-
vernment against loss to the extent of
£100,000 to be paid in ten annual instal-
ments of £10,000 ecach fas offered by
Mr. W. H. Corbould, on behalf of Mount
Isa Mines Ltd., in his letter of 4th May,
1925), we recommend that a line suitable
4o the development of the field be built
from Duchess to Mount Isa.”’

Al that we as 2 commission had to do was to
.nake a recommendation and that was our
recommendation. Personally, I would never
have pub my signature to that recommenda-
tion without that proviso, as 1 could not seq
how the line would pay unless the mineral
field turned out in the manncr that it was
hoped it would.

Coming to the particular proposal that we
are now discussing, which is a Bill to ratify
an agreement entered into with the Mining
Trust Limited, I can see that it will require
a great deal of consideration. No hon. mem-
ber can deny what I am golng to say, and
that is that never previously in the history
of the six Btates of this Commonwealth
has such a proposal been placed before any
State Parliament. It is a proposal involv-
ing the handing over to a company of the
right o prospect 100,000 acres of land, I%
is a very big proposal indeed. I am quite
prepared to admit, with the ex-Secretary for
Mines, that changes in mining must take
place, and are taking place. I realise, too,
that the only way that Mount Isa can be
made & profitable proposition is by working
1t under a system of mass production. I
did not hesitate to say that when I saw the
field. I realised that, as I said in this
House a short time ago, when I was on the
field in its very early stages. I remember
that well, because we camped on the hard
rock, and I know I had a very severs pain
in the back early in the morning as the
result. As I lay on the ground looking up
into the heavens, I thought that the distance
between the Bowen coalfield and Mount
Isa was between 700 and 800 miles. I thought
that coal or coke, or whatever was required
in the develepment of the ficld, would have
io come from that centre. The commission
vealised that this coal or coke could only be
brought to Mount Isa from the Bowen coal-
field at a certain amount of expense. There-
fo if ever Mount Isa were to become

ge quantities of ore should be in sight
befors we could recommend the construc-
tion of a railway. Awnyone reading the
evidence given by the Chief Government
Geologist, Mr. Dunstan, which is contained

[Mr. Collims.
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in the report, will realise how careful we
were. Having worked for twenty-five years
at mining myself, I can claim to inow some-
thing about mining. I therefore realised the
importance of obtaining the estimates ws
secured from Mr. Dunstan before making our
report. Later on we journeyed from Mount
Isa to Lawn Hill, We made a very close
examination of the field. I have just stated
that this proposal is something new to the
Australian Commonwealth, but I realise
what a great field may develop there. In
{fact, one witness before the commission
pointed out that the mineral field at Lawn
Hill extended beyond the boundaries of
Queensland, and that it went right into the
Northern Territory to Borroloo.

We all know what ‘took place at Broken
Hill, and, whilst we are anxious for o
development of that part of Queensland
mentioned in this Bill, we cannot be oo
careful about seeing that safeguards are
vrovided so thai in future we shall not he
accused of having given enormous wealth
to one or two companies. As a member of
the Labour Pariy, I shall be very careful to
see that protection is given in shis Bill,
which, more than likely, we shall endeavour
to improve at the Commitiee stage. I know
the Lawn Hill district, in which there is
one of the finest streams to be found iu
Queensland. I refer to Lawn Hill Creek,
about which engineering surveyor, ¥F. J.
Calvert, had this to say at page 92 of the
Public Works Commission’s * Appendices to
Evidence on Construction of Railways in the
Guli districts”’—

“The flow at the gorge was estimaterl
at 21,600,000 gallons per day during the
month of May last, and the correspond-
ing flows, as actually measured in various
places on both creeks, are shown on the
plan,

“ The flows of Elizabeth and Muswell-
brook Creeks are considerably less than
Lawn Hill Creck, and need no con-
sideration here.”

T mention that so that bon. members may
realise what may be included in the 100,000
acres referred to in the Bill now under
discussion. I am satisfied that, if we can
get the mineral development there, it is one
of the most suitable plages for a township
and suitable also for settling pedple on the
land. The hon. member for Tast Toowoomba
was with us as a’ member of the Commission,
and he mav feel inclined to give his own
experience of that part of Queensiand, which
1 regret to say Is nob too well known by hon.
members of this House. That, by the way.
is one of the reasons why I opposed a reduc
tion ih parliamentary salarics, because money
should be provided on the Istimates to
enable those who make the laws of this coun-
try to visit those parts of it that should be
visited and can only be visited at consider-
able expense. We had to go by motor car
all the way from Mount Isa to Lawn Hill,
which will give hon. mermbers some idea of
the expense incurred in visiting that district,
which I do not suppose is nersonnlly known
t¢ more than six of the seventy-two members
comprising this FParliament. We are, there-
fore, to some exieut legislating in the dark
on this particuiar proposal.

As the Minister stated, Lawn Hill has
been known for a long time to the Mines
Tepartment and fo the people of Queensland.
1 take a very keen interest not only In
Tawn Hill, but in other mining fields. In
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fact, I have read mnearly all the reports
Qubhghed at one time or another by the
Geological Depaltmonr I hold im my hand
a copy of a report by My, Ball, in 1911, on
“‘The Burketown Mineral Field.”” The
reason I am speaking in the manner I am
now doing is to enable other hon. members
to gebt acquainted with this proposal. This
is what Mr. Ball had to say in his intro-
ductory remarks on that field—

“ The Queensland Silver-Liead Mines,
Limited, in requesting that an officer of
the (zoolorr'lc‘ﬂ Survey should report on
ifs mines in particular, and on the
Burketown mineral field in general, and
in undertaking to pay the travelling
expenses of that officer, stipulated that
he should travel and make his examina-
tion with a Southern mining expert
engaged by the company. This gentle-
man was provided V\lfh a guide, and
was accompanied by the secretary of the
company, who had already, before leav-
ing Sydney, decided that not more than
four weeks {during May and June) was
to be spent on the fleld, but this was
found to be quite inadequate for more
than a hurried visit to the more
important of the company’s leases; and
of the numerous other holdings and the
innumerable outcrops of the districts the
writer had opportunity to inspect only
f¥wo.

The indications of the district’s poten-
tialities as a future motal producer struck
me on every hand, but in view of the
short time spent in the field it is not
thought advisable to greatly amplify my
advance report, drawn up specially for
the moe*}ng of sharcholders held in
Svdney on 20th September, beyond add-
ing some utotes on the topography and
geology of the district. The abbreviated
form of des cnptmn of the holdings has
been z“etqined as full details are gwen
on the mtached plans, where signi-
ficance 13 more apparent than if the
matter were transferred to the letter-
press.

Mr. Ball, in his introduetion to this splendid
report, points out that he himself did not
have sufficient time to make a thorough
examination of this field. On page 10 of his
report, dealing with the extent of the field,
Mr. Ball states—

“The mineral field as proclaimed
((5.G. 1888, 28000 iz nearly square in
shape, and ann srea of 317 square
miles: bub it includes only a small part
of the known metalliferous tract, and
does not even take in all the properties
described below.”

While I am dealing with the extent of the
field T may as well cuote from a roport made
in 1960 by Walter B. Cameron. (fovernment
Geologish, on the Lewn Hill Silver-Lead
Companv Mended LN, North Queensland—

“The lodes in the neighbourhood of

Mended Hill, belonging te the above
company, occur in s series of evenly-
‘heddod e grained sandstones, shales,
and mudstones ing with a general
westerly dip at a of up to as much
as 30 degrees. This sevies of bed
stretches in a belt of about 20 miles in
length in a north and south ﬂl"echon
and about 5 to 10 miles in width, mlng

to the east of the Constance Range, under
“the quarbzites and hmon‘ronm of which
ey dip unconformably
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The point I am trying to make is that in this
Bill we are handmg over to a company cer-
tain rights when we ourselves recﬂly know
very little about them. I am not going te
blame the present Minister or the Minister
preceding him. We really know very little
from a geological point of view of the real
value of that part of Queensland, It may
be worth millions to the State later on; but
under this Bill we are handing over to a
compeany this valuable area for a period of
five years with the right of extension for a
further five years on condmon that they
spend £10,000 in the first year of prospecting,
and altovether £100,000 for the five years.

Anyone who has had any experience in
mining knows that £10,000 is not a very
large sum to spend in prmpcctm They
might get a geclogical examination made
and be able to put down a few shafts or
bores over this extensive belt of country
with 15, When you come to think that fields
like Gympie and Charters Towers are only
a few miles in extent, this is a very extensive
silver-lead field. Tt is not poor in the yield
per ton. It is only poor owing to the faut
that it is a great distance from the place
from which the necessary fuel can be obtained
to smelt the ore. But I am not too sure
about that. I have given a good deal of
thought to this propesition, and it may be
that coal will be discovered alongside the
field. Mr. Ball, on page 30 of his repori,
says— -

“The presence of carbonacecus matter
as a constituent of the formations was
altogether unlooked for 'in the field, and
its :ubsequent discovery in material “from
Carson’s, Cant’s, and the 1 underlie
workings on the Silver King, together
with the actual separation of small frag-
ments of coal from the ore itself needs
special comment, as the country at LCog-
lan’s Lilydale, Tunnel Hill, and Wat-
son’s is also distir netly carbonaceous, and
similar CondxilonC may there obtain. The
countrv rock where it could be examined
on the 200-feet level is light-coloured.
but the fissure must have crossed in the
vicinitv of the 200-feet level some highly
carbonaceovs stratum, the material of
which, being softer than the grits and
shales, has bheen squeezed into the open
channel, and now forms the matrix for
lead and zinc ore. Dr. Jack theught that
the carbonaceous shelk at Lliyda@ might
eventually be of some value as a fuel
for smelting the ore. The still greater
impoertance of the presence of free carbon
in the ore itself is obvious, and yet the
analyses show such a small percentage
that the association would seem to be
of little if anv economic importance, how-
ever nﬁele«t*ngv from 2 mineralogical
point of view. Nevertheless, dur
mechanical concentration of the lead and
zinc minerals, it may be possible to save,
in a purifind state, much of the coalvy
matter, which as briquettes may be util-
1sed for power productxoﬁ ¢ Piebald
ore,” ‘ piebald mc‘»\i or ‘magpie rock.

shown on the pls i

is dark from its

carbonaceous matrix, the white aress
being due to irregular inclusions of
quartz.”’

Then there is the following note:—

“The possibility that the carbon is of
inorganic origin and derived from metal-
lic carbides in the earth’s interior has
not been overlooked, but there is nw
strong evidence in its favour.”

Mr. Colline.
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I think that is very important, because
a certain amount of prospecting has been
done. I remember that, when I returned
{mm that field, T drew the attention of the
en Secmmry for Mines to this particular

pdlt of the revort. My observations while
on the field led me to believe that therc
is a possibility of getting coal there. One
can realise what 1t would mean to this
company in the event of its getting hold
of this field and a seam of coal bm.;., dis-
covered. It might not be coal of the first
quality, but if it waﬁ inferior coal mixed
with shale it would be able, with the water
facilities thuo-—xhxch would amount to a
supply of 20,000,000 gallons every twenty-four
hours—to wash this mixed formation, and
have a cheap form of fuel which would enable
the ores to be smelted on the spot. That
would be a grest advantage. When we con-
sider that the area of the field, according
to Mr. Camercn, is 30 miles long and from
5 to 10 mi'es wide, the possibilities arc
enormous. In fact, we can look forward
to the time when it may be carrying a
population of 40,000 or 50,000 people. This
palty has nothmv to fear in that c‘lreotxon
because all thrmmh the history of the world
miners were never known to vote against 1
Labour Government.

On page 35, Mr., Ball says—

‘Thn general presence of small quan-
tities of carbonaceous matter or coal
{those samples containing none were of
oxidised ore) is very inieresting, and
serves to explain how the metallic sul-
phides came to be precipitated. The
*xmnenmgo is too low for it to be thought
of as a possible fuel supply ‘even -with
general mechanical concentration; but
some of the richest ove from the 200-ft.
level, now paddocked at the surface, con-
tains a comparatively large quan’mty of
coa] and stoping will most likely locate
the seam from which it has been
derived; for that the carbon is of
organic origin there can be little doubt.
As to the thickness of the seam we know
nothing, but the analysis quoted else-
where shows the coal to be of high
grade, specially suited for use in gas-
pxoduchm (in that it is non-ccking) and
qmte possibly suitable for direct smelt-
1ng

That is very important, considering that the
geologist himself says that he did not have
sufficient time o make the examination of
the fleld that he wished.

The Becretary for Mines stated that the
lodes at Lawn Fill were small lodes. The
Royal Commission on Public Works wag ab
Lawn iill on 15th November, 1924, and took
ovidence. One of the witnesses examined
was Bdward Frederick Grey, who described
himself as a geologist and as holding the
degree of MIML To gome extent he
baCK‘\ up what I have just quoted from Mr.

Ball’s report. On page 55 of the report of
the Commission he 1s reported as having
given this evidence—

“ Do you consider that the shows that
are being worked here to-day are ex-
tremely good shows?—No. I am asking
that a thorough geological survey of this
district be made. The longitudinal folds
on this field sometimes continue for only
a few feet, and sometimes for several
hundred feet In the Lilydale mine the
ors gives out at a depth of 50 ft,, while
at Mended Hill—a ngle foldwxhey are
down 100 ft. and still in it. On the

[Mr. Collins,
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Silver King they are down 200 ff., and,
aceording to Mr. Ball's report, T undel—

stand—I have Tot Seen it—there is a

]oae of 35 it. of what he calls
low-grade - ore. I say that, accord-
ing to his assays, it is high-grade

ore in comparison with anything that
is being worked at Broken Hill. There
are two other 1odw oue of which he calls
the western snd the other the eastern,
4 ft. and 6 ff, wide vespectively. I have
alsc found three other lodes both east
and west, and I am very confident that
the silver will go down to a depth of at
least 500 ft. in large bodies of ore.”

Later we examined another witness, George
Cant, a miner, who gave this evidence—
“ By thﬂ Chairman: Where is your
residence 7—-Lawn Iill Station,

“ I understand that you managed some
of the principal mipes at Lawn Hill for
sor{(}e years under the original company?

es.

“ Would a connection between Mount
Isa and an existing railway have any
effect on this field 7—None on the cartage.

““What is your opinion of the field?
—1 think a great deal of the mines. I
put my money into them some years ago,
and I think they still have their chances
shead of them. In the bottom of Cant
shaft there is 21 {4, of first-class ore.

“What do you call first-class ore?—
That 21 %, comprises 4 ft. of 75 per cent.
ore, 11 ft, of 33 per cent, ore, and § ft
of 72 per cent. ore. That is in the
crosscut at the bottom of the shaft,

. ““1Is there any other development show-
ing bodies of ore?—~Neo. Cant’s shaft
was sunk to a depth of IBT {4,
“ How long was the crosscut ?—Twenty-
seven feet.”
12.30 pom.]

“ By Mr. Collins : What were the
contents 7—Thirty-five ounces.”

silver

There you bave a very big lode 20 feet wide
high in lead content and high in silver
content. T am satisfied that, if this field js
developed, the company will Tnore than fikely
make millions of pounds out of it. This s
a_tremendous proposition, but ai the present
time it is mnot a payable one because of
transportation difficulties. It s necessary to
bring the coal either from Burketown or
from some vailhead or comstruct a railwav
line from Mount Isa or from scme other
point. If further development is carvied
out as outlined hy me. 1t is possible that
coal, may be discoverm and this mining
proposition will then become ons of the
most profitable ven‘mm in the whole of Aus-
tralia. The Public Works Commission went
to a good deal of trouble to inquire
thorouONy inte this matter when at that
centre. Mr. Cant also gave this evidence—

“What iy the greatest length of lode
yvou know of?--In the workings on the
Silver King, at the bottom of the wind-
ing shaft, 1t is 100 feet right along the
road—that i3, on the level.

“ Where was all this ore removed to?
—TIt is on the surface now.

“Was any of it <hxppoa away while
you were manager ?—1 shipped between
200 and 300 tons a year for five ye:

~ ““ What were the returns?—
lead and 35 omnces of silver,

T8 per cent.
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“Was
Yes.

“ What was the greatest number of
wian you employed 7-—Sixteen.

“Tf a railway were built from Dobbyn
to Burketown, could the mines pay by
rting the ore to Barrett’s Hotel 7—In
e event of lead falling to below £20,
the cost of carriage to Gregory Downs
and train freight to Dobbyn or Burke-
town would be more, relatively, than is
paid now.

“What iz the extent of the field 7—
About 22 miles. ’

“ What 1s the width ?-Twelve miles.

“By Mr. Roberts: When you were
managing, was there any talk of a rail-
way ?—7Yes. A survey was made.

that a payable proposition?—

=

“ Where_was the survey made from ?—
From the Ballast (Ground, 14 miles below
Burketown.”’

Apart from any evidence, our own observa-
tions went to prove that this was a very
extensive fleld. I have a slight knowledge
of wmining, and I admit with Mr. Cameron
that huge faults can be seen; but is it not
only natural to find huge faults in a field
30 miles long by 5 to 10 miles wide? Tven
the celebrated Mourd Isa field is not wore
than 3 miles i length and faults can be
found there. This is & proposal that requires
very serious consideration indeed. I am
satisfied that, if the concession iz granted
and coal is discovered, or even 1in the
absence of the discovery of coal with certain
prospecting which will bring in ity train
new shows equal to the Silver King juen-
tioned by Mr. Cant, the shares of the com-
pany will become very valuable. We cannot
stop the development of this field. I ask
the Minister to give serious consideration to
the guestion of sefting aside certain areas
for township purposes. My object in making
that request is because we have not yet
passed the age of industrial upheavals. No
one can tell what the future has in store
for us in that direction. I do not want to
see the miners dependent on the mineowners
for the right to live. ‘What I mean is that
there shall be set aside a certain area of
land over which the mineowners shall have
no control whatever, and that the miners
can build their homes thereon so that in
the event of an industrial upheaval the mine-
owners will not be in a position to turn
them out. That position arose in the New-
castle district thirty or forty years ago. I
do not know whether the present Mining Act
makes any provision for areas for miners’
homesteads, but it may. That is a matter
which requires serious consideration so that
the wealthy absentee will not be able to use
powers in the direction indicated. If the
field develops, there will be absentee share-
holders. I met Mr. Urquhart about this
time, and had a long yarn with him, and I
b the claims of the Bowen district before
him in regard fo coal and other require-
ments at Mount Isa. I pointed out to him
that we had a very interesting field called
Mount Coolon at the back of Bowen which
might be well worth a visit from him;
however, that is all by the way.

I regret that the debate has not been kept
on the lines I have adopted. It has dri{ted
into other channels. I want to say in regard
to those other channels that, so far as I
am concerned—and I can speak for the party
as & whole-~we stand for clean transactions
as a party. Hon. members can rest assured
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that in all our legislation we are looking to
the future. We know that honesty is the
best policy for any party to edopt. We
strive to be honest and uprighs, and, if there
has been any wrongdoing, then the bulx of
the members of the Labour Party haow
nothing about it, therefore I am nob going
to be held vesponsible for ib. At any rate,
I am pot sure that there is anything wrong
about this matter, because we all know that
statements are made at times in Parliament
which men would never dare to make out-
side,

Mr. Jowus: There is nothing wrong with a
member of Parliament buying shares in a
mine, or holding shares in a mine.

The SecrEvary FOR RATILWAYS: There is a
lot wrong in spending public money to that
end,

Mr, COLLINS:

The Duke of‘Argyle once
that

said any man who had anything
. . 3 b i b :
invested in a proposition abt all was a
capitalist. Any man who is of a saving

disposition must put his money somewhere,
What littlo money I have is in the post office
savings bank, where it is quite safe Suppos-
mg a person was in receipt of £5,000 a year.
and his spending amounted to only £300 a
year what would he do with the balance
Would he not be entitled to invest it?

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 take the oppoT-
tunity of congratulating the Secretary for
Mines on introducing this Bill. After the
disclosures that have been made to-day one
welcomes a different type of legislation from
what we have been having in the past., One
conld really describe the Bill as a Bill
designed to wipe out of the public life of
Queensland what one might call * bushrang-
ing” tactics. It ie unquestionable in regard
ro previous legislation that certain members
who are and were members of the Labour
Party or the Labour Government were con-
nected with certain matters, and could
be very well described as bushrangers in
the political sense. There seems to be no
other word to use.

Mr. Bragsizarox: They are no worse than
you.

Mr. KERR: The disclosures made to-day
are conclusively connected with this Bill,
and it appears that the disclosures have
disorganised the present Opposition.

Mr. HaNLON: What? ’ ”

Mr. KERR: Let me add, in addition to
the names of Mr. Theodore and Mr. McCor-
mack that have been mentioned in this
Chamber as members of the syndicate
referred to by the hon. member for Nundah,
the name of the Hon. A. J. Jones, who was
then Becretary for Mines. He also was one
of the clan

Mr. Joxes: Ves, T bought some shares. I
have shares in many mines. -

Mr. XERR : To put it in words that mean
somethmg, the hon. gentleman and others
were utilising public funds and prostituting
the high offices they held in this State,

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane): I rise to a
point of order. Is the hon. member for
Hnoggera in order in suggesting that the
hon. member for Paddington prostituted his
high office? '

The SPEAKER: The hon. member for

Enoggera is not in order, and I ask him to
withdraw,

Mr. Kerr.)
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Mr. KERR: I withdraw. What I intended
to say in this regard was not altogether in
reference only to “the hon. member for Pad-
dington. T include the Leader of the Federal
Labour Party.

My, COLLINS (Bowen): I rise to a point
of order. Mr. Theodore is not the Leader
of the Federal Labour Party; he is the
Deputy Leader. (Laughter.)

The SPEAKER: Order! There is no
point of order raised by the hon. member
for Bowen. It is not out of order to refer
to anyone who has not a seat in this Parlia-
ment.

Mr. JONES (Paddington): Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to a point of order. 1 admlt that I have
purchased shares in different mines, but 1
want to know from the hon. member for
Enoggera the name of the syndicate to which
he refers.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. KERR: The name has already been
given by the hon. member for Nundah. In
addition to Mr. Theodore and Mr. McCor-
mack, the ex-Premier of this State, we have
the name of Mr. A. J. Jones.

Mr. Joxus: You can see all that in my
income tax returns.

My, KERR: I have never mentioned any-

thing about income tax returns. The hon.
gentleman is a member of a ompany that
paid £17,500 for certain nghus which they
subsequently sold to a more financial com-
pany for 125,000 £1 shares. Of course, it is
good busmps;, but, m may opinion, they
are the greatest band of ““schemers” I have
ever known.

Mr. KE%W AN (Brisbane): I again rise to
a point of order. Is the hon. member for
Bnoggera in order in referring to the hon.
member for Warrego or the hon, member
for Paddington as being members of a band
of ¢ schemers” ?

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order, and I ask him to withdraw.

Mr. KERR : I withdraw, Mr. Speaker, in
accordance with your ruling. Let me put
it another way: I have never yet come In
contact with such a number of persons who
desire to geb rich at somebody else’s expense
and on the money of the people of this
State.

My, BEDFORD:

Mr., KERR: I desire a lot of things, but
happily I do not desire the hon. gentleman.
Men occupying the highest possible ofﬁce in
the State have mdulged in ¢ engineering” at
certain stages in regard fo certain leases.
After getting control from half a dozen
holders, this particular company purchased
options, and Mr. Theodore, who is to-day
asking for the support of the people of
Australia, is one of them,

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): 1 rise to a
point of order. Mr. Theodore is no member
of any syndicats, and never was, in connec-
tion with Mount Isa Proprietary, Limited.
As a friend, I gave him and Mr. McCormack
250 shares each.

Wou desire more salary.

The SucrRETsRY ¥OR RAILwAYS: We know
he had over 1,000 shares,
The SPEAXER: Order! Thers is mo

point of order in the maister raised by the
hon. member for Warrego.

[Mr. Kerr.
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Mr. KERR: If any further information
were required in regard to this particular
transaction, the hon. member has just gives
it. Just fancy the hon. member giving
Theodore a present of 250 shares! ‘Wonﬁer«
full  (Interruption.) Of course, there was
no collusion of any description in regard to
this matter! Tet me again criticise Mr
Theodore—and what applies to Mr. T}}endow
applies to others. (Further interruption.’
They had an option on certain leases. They
éxercised that optionn for a few thousand
pounds.

Mr. BEDFORD :

Mr. KERR:
the company.
Mr. Beprorp© I exercised the optica.

Mr. KERR: VYou exercised it on
of the company.

M. BEDFORD :
(Tnterruption.)

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. KERR: Now we are getting hold of
things., What transpired? And this is the
crux of the whole thing, " The Government.
of which Mr. McCormack was then FPremier,
or, if not Premier, he was in the Cabinet
at the time, as well as the Hon. A. J. Jones
who was Secretary for Mines——

My, Jones: Do you say I was a member
of that syndicate? You know I was not &
mermber.

Mr, XERR: Don’t
mouth !

My, BEDFORD interjected,

The SPEAXKER: Order! Order!

Mr. KERR (to My, Bedford): You will he
silent after this, and your colleagues as well.
aving obtained these valuable leases, to
enhance their value, public funds were used
to build an expensive railway to the field
That is the pom’c Let me drive that Xmmcw
that immediately these ge:
these Ioaguwrr\m knew pe; ectly well whas
was going to we done. But did anyone else
know ? ’Ihe, got hold of thcse leases, wnd
under the puvﬂocﬂ of Parliament, th
“bull-dozed 7 not only members of
own party but m@mbers of the who
raent, and they also “ bull-dozed”
of Quf\enmand into building an ex JEDSIY

o

They never did. I did

The option was exercised by

behalf

I exercised it personalle

put words intc my

railway navu in view, not fahogehhm the
Drogress of nm country but the putting of
money into their ows pookets

not used the funds of this State, would the
shares cf that company have enhanced? IFf
that railway had not been built, probably
those shares would not have been worth 2d.
That is the position I want to drive b
My own conviction is that a thorough e
nation of the facts will disclose “that this
i3 the greatest scandal that has ever been
pmpetmted in Queensland,

Goveanvenr Meupers: Hear, heav!

Mr. KERR: There is more money in it
than there was in Mungana, and, what is
more, the same peoplc who were in Muf}gan
practically are 1n this little scheme.

Mr, JoNEs:

Why don’t you hive an inguiry
into Wﬁung?na" \Imerluptnm)
Mr. KERR. You will have it.
Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): I rise io &

peoint of order. The hon. member for Enog-
gerg said that the same people who were e
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Mount Isa company were in Mungana. I
ask that to be withdrawn.

Mr. KERR: | have nothing to withdraw.
T said practically the same people—some of
thern. So far as the hon. member is con-
cerned, I withdraw, but let me say ihis:
A number of people In Mungana are identical
with a number of the people in this pax-
ticular scheme.

Mr, BeprorD: Quite misleading.

Mr., KERR: That is quite true. You
cannot sidetrack the position ‘in regard to
that. Having put that position guile
clearly——

Mr. BepromD: Quite clearly, but untruth-
fully.

Mr. KERR: 7 shall put the position again.
No. 1: There were certain leases taken at
Mungana. No. 2: The hon. member for
Warrego took over six of the leases.

Mr, Jowes: You said Mungana.

Mr. KERR . I beg pardon—Mount Isa.

Mr. BeprorD: There is no milk in it.

The Ar1TonNEY-GENERAL: There is milk in
the cream of the 40,000 shares that you got !

Mr. KERR: No. 3: On terms the hon.
member for Warrego obtained an option for
a company, the Mount Isa Proprietary Silver
Lead Liimted, for a total of £17,500; No 4:
This company exercised its option on 12th No-
vember, 1925; No. 5: Four days afterwards a
Bill was passed in this House--being pushed
through all its stages in one day—authorising
the construction of a railway to Mount Isa.

My, Beprorp: Do you say the railway
should not have been built?

Mr. KERR: No! This is what I say: If
these gentlemen had not had =0 many shares
to sell, possibly the railway would not have
been built.  That is the position. They
bought these shares some time previously—
having long heads—and said, *“ We will get
a railway and make thousands of pounds
through the people’s money being expended
cn that railway.” (Opposition interruption.)
Hon. members opposite arc all at * sixes and
sevens.”’ his is worse than anything we
have had before. Then No, 6: The
Mount Isa  Proprietary  Silver TLead
Limited sold its leases fto DMount Isa
Mines Limited for 125,000 £1 shares.
There is no dodging the fact. I understand
from the hon. member for Oxley that those
shares are worth £2 cach to-day—a fairly
good proposition, Our Government are oub
for honesty, and I hope that the time will
never arrive when any Minister on this side
will have something in view in the distance,
get his colleagues to do something, then geb
his party to agree to it, and later on build
a railwav, and thus get a big “ rake-off.”

Mr. BEDFORD 1Warrego) : The hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera has said that our * rake-
off 7’ was got from putting the Railway Bill
through when he has already stated that
we were paid this money for the sale of the
leases to the Mount Isa Mines Limibed.

Mr. Kzgr: There is no point therse!

The SPEAKNR : Thers is not very much
in the point of order; but I would ask the
hon .member for Enoggera to stick more
closely to the question before the House.

Mr, KERR (Fnroggera): I have no desire
to transgress the rules, Mr. Speaker, and I
will try to keep within the bounds of your
instruction, There is another important fac-
tor which I wish to mention. It is an out-
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standing disgrace that this state of things
should have been permitted to operate in
Queensland for so long. After the share-
holders in this company had secured many
thousands of pounds from this great State
of Queensland, the Commissioner of Taxes
billed Mr. Theodore, Mr. MecCormack, and
the hon. member for Warrego and their
colleagues for income tax.

Mr. Beprorp: The liquidator of the com-
pany had 25,000 shares to mect the liability.

Mr. KERR: It is all right to make a
distribution of the funds—the hon. member
cannot put that up over here, If the com-
pany got the funds, and then distributed
them, and put the lignidator in when there
is nothing left, there is another little bit of
side-tracking.

Mr. Brpromp: There are 25,000 £1 shaves.
held by the liguidator. ’ e

Mr. KERR : Tt amounts to the same thing.

The Commissioner of Taxes clai 0 )
e o er of Taxes claimed £11,775

Mr. Beprorp: There are 25,000 shares held.
by the liquidator to meet it.

Mr. KERR: You say there are shares held
to meet it. May I ask in veturn why it has
never been met to this day? i

Mr. Bepiorn: Because it is under

Mr, KERR: There is a judgment af the
court against this company in existence now,
Mr. BEDrorD : It is under appeal.

Mr. KERR: Not by this Government, Ti
may be under appeal, but do not forget that
the judgment was issued prior te April
1926, ‘and this is October, 1929, The wri}
was issued for this income tax owing to the
State byﬁ the company, but actually owing
by Mr, Theodore, Mr. McCormack—— °

Mre. Beprorp : Unirue.

Mr. KERR: By Mr. Bedford and othors—
they owe the income tax. That wr
issued on Isi July, 1927, and they have »
paid up vet. The rotien thing is that the !ate
Premier, Mr. MeCormack—so far as I
judge———

Mr. Broroen : You cannot judge anything.

Mr. KERE: Sc far as I can dras
clusion, M. McCormack, as Pre 3
Queensland, should have pressed for the
payment of this money but did not do Jsof
Is will e wteresting to know if he sver
pressed for this money 4o be paid.. These
things should be broadeast througheut the
whole of Australia so that the workers of
Australia may know what Mr. Theodore and
MceCormack and others associated with
1havo been doing. s this how 3r
-hoodore gets his wealth? (Opposition inter.
};u?tlo?.) Une thing is certain—that next
Sa wday the electors of Australia shonld
wn him o down.  (Interruption.)
. Theve is just one other phase of his matter
that I wunt to touch upon. I find on page
16 of the Estimates, Premier and Chief
Secretary’s Department, that the State of
Queensland has had to knuckle down o &
very comsiderable expenditure in the
interests of this company, for I find the
following item :— ’
E53 h
Rebate  of  railway freight on
machinery, ete., for Mount Isa Mines,
Limited, £22,000,” ’
That is a concession that has to be made Lv

this Government as a result of this particular
transaction,

appeal.

tu

Mr. Kerr.
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_Une more thing—and I want the Atorney-
General to listen very carefully to this:
Btanding Order 158 of this House provides—
“ A member shall not be entitled $o
vote either in the House or in a com-
mittee upon any question in '&\hi(}h he
has a direct pecuniary interest and the
vote of any member so interested shall

be disallowed.”

In the Constitution of Queensland hon.
members will find that it is a breach of that
Constitution for members of Parliament who
have a pecuniary interest in any financial
transaction to record a vote in this House
upon it.

Mr Beprorn; What about the exemption

in favour of sharcholders in limited com-
panies ?
Mr. KLQ’% The only exemption in favour

of them and of promoters is contained in
what I am about fo read. I just quote it
to show the inconsistency of hon. members
opposite and the extent to which they will
go in certain transactions.

Mr, BEDFORD :

Mr. KERR: I know a good deal about
the hon. member to-day. The hon member
is like the man in a big platoon who was out
of step, bub thought he was the only one in
ho platoon in step. (Laugbter.) This doocu-
- ment is the title of a Bill introduced into
this Chamber in \ovember 1916.  This
cxhaerdmm; Bill never became an Act,
because it was thrown out by the Legislative
Clouncil, but this is the title of that “Bill—

“ A Bill to further amend the Consti-
tution Act of 1867 by disqualifying for
mbership of Parliament persons who
nre direcfors or attorr of or solicitors
for monomlv companies or alicn com-
panies,”

I believe that ab one tims the Labour Govern-
ment had ideas in regard to administration
which were particularly desua‘b}e and open—
that at one stage of the party’s history ifs
members really heid those sentiments.

[3 pm]

The people of Australia should be made
aware of the fact that the great Labour
movement—the sentiments of which are
accepted to some extent and put into prac-
tice by hon. members on this side-—is being
pr stituted by the leaders of the movement,
To-day the Dbig question in another sphere
is that of arbitration, but a leader of the
great Labour movement is mnot coursgeous
umucrh to advise adherence to the policy of
a.)"bitration, nor is he prepared to submit his
record to examingtion. It is imperative that
the position should be cleaned up, as I hope
it will be cleaned up, and that once more we
shall have purity in public life, to the
benefit of the cauntyy

My, Coriins
the Bill?

Mr. KERR: The records of the House
<learly show that mewmbers of this Parlia-
ment who were interested financially in a
transaction considered by this Parllament,
duly recorded their votes in favour of that
proposal. I suggest that the Attorney-
General should inguire into the matter with
a view to seeing whether there has not been
a breach of the Constitution. It is not a
very pleasant matter to have to make the
speech that I  have delivered to-day—
{Opposition langhter)—but every man in

[Mr. Kerr.

You know everything.

e
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- no matter how onerous it may be.
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public life has a duty to perform. It is a
very unpleasant matter to make a speech of
this kind; but representatives of the people
must perform their duty in this Chamber,
That is
the p051t10n I have taken up. 1 know that
it will be contended in some gquarters that
I have made wild statements; but I can
assure you, Mr. Speaker, that evuthmg I
have said can be substantiated and sup-
ported by facts and documents any time any
hon. member opposite so desires.

Myr. KIRWAN (Frishane): I have been
seventeen years in this Assembly, and I know
something about the political record of hon.
members opposite. It is rather amusing to
find them to-day posing as the champions of
political honesty. They belong to a party
that was associated with the Abrahams
Brothers’ case, the greatest political scandal in
the history of Australia. They belong to &
party who were associated with the Queens-
land National Bank scandal, the party who
compounded a felony with the Abrahams
Brothers, according to a statement by a
judge of the High Court of Australia. Hven
after being compelled to secure the necessary
evidence by blowing open the safes of these
brothers in the city of Melbourne, the
Government failed to prosecute them. They
belong to a party that has been associated
with this class of work, bust, through their
wpzeaenmtneq in the State Parliament
to-day, they hold themselves forth as para-
gons of political honesty. I am tired of hon.
members opposite taking advantage of the
privileges of this Fouse and engaging in a
carapaign of slander and mnumldo without
being prepared to make definite charges. 1
say, as Acting Leader of this party to-day,
that T welcome any public inquiry that the
Government may institute. ILet them appoint
& judge of the Supreme Court as a Royal
Commission to go into this question. If any
of those concerned) whether they be members
of this party or not, are guilty of an offence,
then the Attorney-General should prosecute
them with the utmost rigour of the law. That
is all T have to say about it. The record of
this party, both in the Federal and the State
sphere, for political honesty and integrity
will stand more than favourable investigation
when compared with the record of the
Government Party.

The SECRETARY FOR Ratnwavs: The adrmms-
tration of the Labour Party was a disgrace.

My, KIRWAN: We all remember the
time when the party who were the prede-
cessors of the present Government Party went
to the London money market for a loan
of £2,000,000, and, because their credit was
0 léw in the estimation of those financiecs
in London who were able to judge the posi-
tion of the colonies in those days, they could
only get a paltry £600,000. This money
was placed in the Queensland National Bank,
and then the directors of that institution
at the period mentioned had the brazen
offrontery to declare dividends out of profits
that never existed.

Mr. Epwarps: That is pure camouflage.
(ot down %o the charges made to-day.
Mr, Beprorn: There are no charges. If

you understood prospectuses of public com-
panies, you would understand.

Ir. KIRWAN: The statements I make
are correct, and have been previously quoted
by me and are in ‘‘ Hansard,” the official
record of Parliament. You, Mr. Speaker,
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will reeall that, when you spoke on the
mattae, you op: ined that it was mot a fair
thing that I should refer to the political
record of the party of those days. I referred
to the record of the political party in this
“tate that was led by the late Sir Thoma:

Mellwraith. Did hon. members opposite
rever hear wnything of the steel rails
randal?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: (et right up to
date.

Mr. KIRWAN : These are the individuals
who profess to be so much hurt, and who
have put up one of their Ministers to pro-
vide some very necessary political propaganda
for a party that is politically bankrupt and
which to-day has to face a storm of indigna-
sion without paralle]l from the electors of
this Commonwealth.

Mr. Epwarps: Your stocks are very low.

Mr. KIRWAN: I had to face the issues
at last election, and I was successful at the
polls, in spite of the machinations and
dirty work of the party now occupying the
Treasury benches and the Communist Parir
—the joint dircctors of the campaign then
against Labour.

The SBSECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION @
Answer the charges made to-day.

Mr, KIRWAN: I rvepeat my previous
staterment, and, on behalf of the Queensland
Labour Partv would welcome the appoint-
ment of a Rmal Commission. We invite
hou. members opposite to do their woust.
‘We know that they will not accept this
invitation, for they are not game to do so.
This debate to-day has been xpemallv orga-
nised on behalf of their Federal Government.

The BECRETARY FOR RalLways: What non-
zense !

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
date.

Mr. KIRWAN: This is only
on behalf of hoa, members opposite to save
rnL Federal Government. Why, during rlw

ar they covered their political sins with the
(mou Jack ! They made an appeal to
national sentiment. They accused the Labour
Tarty of having been in the par of Germany
and of accepting German gold. We have
had an exhibition in this House to-dav the
like of which 1 have never zeen during my
seveniecn years as & member.

{‘ome right up to

an attempt

This is an important Bill we arc dealing
with. It is one of the most important trans-
actions that has ever been brought bhefore
the Queensland Parliament. Despite that
fact, its principles have not becen touched
upoun by onc speaker, not even the Secretars
for Mines except during the last few mmuin
of his speech. vhen he endeavoured to elucl-
date its provisions and give us some nece:-
sary information with 10@41(1 to its main
principles,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
about charges th.e better,

Mr. KIRWAN: I am not going to allow
the hon. frent]r\man to make charges against
the Labour Partv. If the hon. ge ntloman
thinks that T am going to remain silent when
charges are mada against the political honesiy
and mtegrltv of the party to which I belong.
then he is mistaken.

'The SEcrETARY FOR RatLwave: Don’t tall
“tripe”! That is why Mr. Theodore was
kicked out of Queensland-—{for his dishonesty.

1925—-2v

The less won say
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Mr, KIRWAN: I arm not going to talk
“tripe,” because I am not an authority
on ¢ tripe’’ like the hon, mombm who has
just interjected. The hon. member for Enog-
gera worked himself into a state of rightcous
indignation and asked in a loud tone of
voice, ** Why was this railway built?”
Surely the hon. gentleman must have heard
the hon. member for Bowen cuoting exten-
sively from a report of the Royal Commis-
sion on Public Works. which comprised also
two members of the then Opposition in the
persons of the hon. member for East Too-
woomba and the late hon. member for
Burnett! The hon. member for Bower
stressed the fact—which ecannot be too much
emphasised—that the cowmission gave seri-
oug and lengthy consideration to that matter
beeause the proposed railway would go
through country that was practically useless
for pastoral or agricultural purposes. No
Jdoubt the members of that comrission had
in mind the fact that they had recommended
the construction of other railways in areas
comprising valuable {racts of land, and that
they would probably meet with the criti-
cisms of their colleagues in Parliament and
of the press outside in recoramending the
proposal that a railway should be built into
an area where the land was not so suitable.

Mr, Coruans: Mr. Corser made a lengthy
speach in favour of the railway in this
House.

Mr, KIBWAN: With a view to festing
the bona fides of the company and making
certain that they were seriously intent on
opening up the mineral resources of the
country. and having regard to the fact that
a railway would be necessary to give the
company access to the ports and coalfields
of the State and enable them to carry out
their huge project, the commission made a
special recommendation that the company
should be called upon, to the extent of £10,000
per annum for a period of ten years, to meet
any losses that would probably arise on that
railway. That proposal was provided for;
Lbut a slight modification was consideres!
advisable by the late Government of another
condition, and wvas given effect to by the
present Grovernment, namely to romove the
first morigage to the Crown, and to ensuble
the company to go on the loan market to
raise the necessary amount of money
required to  exploit this very valuable
mineral field.

Speaking with regard to the measure it-
self—

GOVERNVENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. KIRWAN: I see no reason why hon.
members opposite should be either facetious
or sarcastic. They did not display that
fecling when some of their colleagues
indulged in “muck-raking.” (Laughter.)

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL : Plain facts!

Mr. KIRWAN: I hear the vacant laugh
indicative of the vacant mind! (Laughter.)
Some of these people appear to appreciate
individuals who get down to a level to
which I trust I shall never descend. I would
sooner get out of Parliament. If I could
not attack the policy of my opponents by
carefully considered arguments, then I would
be content to zo down to them in fair debate.

As indirated by the hon. member for
Bowen and other hon. members on this side.
this is one of the most important proposals
in regard to mining development that have
ever been placed before any Parliament in

Mr. Kirwan.]
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Australia. The concession is a very extensive
one. It gives to thiz company what might
be regarded as an exclusive right to prospect
over an area of 100,000 acres. That is to
say, when this Bill becomes law, it will
ratify the agreerent entered into between
the %ecxetary for Mines and this company.
and from that day no person, except repre-
sentatives of the company, will be allowed
to prospect in the area indicated in the
schedule to the Bill. There is certainly a
condition attached that they must expend
a certain sum of money. Already rcference
has been made to the amount, which is in
the vicinity of £160,000, spread over a period
of years. 'This agreement is advocated by
the Secretary for Mines on the ground that
this mineral belt is incapable of being
developed except by the expenditure of a
large sum of money. I realise—and I am
quite sure hon, members who have followed
the mining industry of this State for a
period of years will realise—that the mining
industry is in rather an unfortunate position
to-day. We know that some of our gold-
mining aveas have practically been worked
out, ‘Lnd owing to the low price of copper,
lead, and other mincrals, it was not profit-
able to work the Cloncurry and cther
mineral fieids. Tt is rveasonable to assume
that no company is going to throw money
down a shaft when no retarn can be
expected. Onre of the reasons why these
fields cannot be worked at a profit is that
the methods of extraction and the machinery
found on these copper fields is obsolete. The
result is that the cost_of production is so
high that it is impossible to carry on the
mdnsmy, with the result that a Jarge number
of men who previously were employed in
the Cloncurry belt have had to seck employ-
ment in other industries. This has meant a
heavy loss in traffic to the Railwav Depart-
ment. When I was first clected to this
House the Cloncurry line was paying 6§ por
cent. 'The wagons had to ha sent out to
(‘km(*url v for 1the purpese of loading cattle.
and she Railway Department gave the com-
pany a special rate for their coke, so that
the wagons went forward loaded with «<oke
and came back loaded with catbla.  As 2
vesult of the wagons carrying loading both
ways, the line gave a handsome return.
The Minister l\nm s, te his cost, that the
Cloncurry railway is not paying 6y per cent.
to-day; but there is no question szbont it
that, if mining development went ahead in
that area, we could look forward with con-
fidence to that long stretch of line in the
North again doing good ssrvice by ’pro-
viding the department with substantial
revenue.  Provided public inferests are
sufficiently safsguavded, I see no wvalid
reason why this agreement should not be
passed. We have to recognise that nearly
all industries to-day uI'C carried on on an
cextensive scale, and for that purpose 1L s
necessary to secure a large amount of capital.
’\Imsh production lends itself to cheaper pro-
duction. With capital a company is enabled
to install up-to-date mdcnmmy, with the
result that it is able to reduce costs con-
siderably; and a proposition that would not
be payable under the old methods of work-
ing, such as was followed at Mount Elliott
and other places, can be worked profitably
with up-to-date methods. The Mount Isa
company will be in the position to open up
this mineral belt as a payable proposition,
and at the same time provide employment
for a large number of miners, who to-day
ean find no employment because of the un-

[Mr. Kirwan.
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fortunate position of the mining industry.
It is not through the fault of any Govern-
ment or legislation, but simply because the
price of minerals is insufficient to allow these
uiines to be worked profitably under present
conditions.

One of the principles of the Bill is the
power given to the Minister to require that,
as soon as possible after the passage of the
measure, the company shall be required,
under the terms of the agreement, to equip
a geological prospecting party. I presume
that it will be for the express purposce of
testing this large mineral avez

I have heard the hon. member for Bowen
on more than one occasion, when addressing
himeself in this Ilouse to the question of
mining. practically  advocate  what he
termed sciontifie orospecting; that is to say.
that, instead of the present method adopted
by th'\ Government, of assisting prospe ctor"
with a small weeluv payment, prospecting.
parties should be organisted under a geo-
lO’hf who should have the control and re-
.\]\Ol]ﬂ]bllﬂy of all the operations of the

prospecting  pavty. This company is cvi-
dently going to carry out the system
which the hon. member for Bowen ha=

advocated for years. I do not pretend to
know a great doal about mining; but from
u common-sense point of view, 1 realise that
the company is going to have scientific pLo
~pecting  with The result that vsh‘vtﬂ\or
mincrals there arve in that particular h
of country will be discovered. The scien
tific and general knowledge of the giologis:
o ohzn‘ge of the pros }’)C"tlhf party will be
such that, when reports arve submiited by
liim to this company, Lho directors will
accept them in good faith and publish them
and ask for the necessary capital to develop
the field.

The Minister

will probubly be prepared

to teli us in Committec what the company
would deemy a 1essonable time after the
an i= passed—w=hether six months, iwelve

:
months, or twe or three y(}aln_bbf()‘ff) shes
get on with the jeb. We all realize that
som2 wove should be made 1mmedlwt.n‘ the
agreowent is m.tmed by this House. There-
fore. I hopo the Minister will consider the
possibility of fixing a reasonable iime in
the sdwdu]e 2 thaf the company will know
that cted to cet on with the work
1 1thm a veasonable period, and that there
i1l be no possibility of a go-slow pelicy.

‘he Sromrerany ror Minps: The comwpany
hos already engagsd its geologist.

Mr. KIRWAN: That is good mnews,
because it seems to indicate that the com:
pany is simply waiting for the passage of
the Bill in order to get on with the busi-
is the most important

ness, as the geologist
person in counection with the prospecting.

I" will not be difficult to organise a pro-
specting party at Lawn Hill, as it appears
from the information given by the hon.
member for Bowen that there are a let of
old miness there who have stuck to the
field through good and bad times, and have
considerable konowledge of that mineral belt,
and they will be able to do good work under
the dirvection of the geologist.

1 notice that the agreement may be can-
celled by the efffuxion of time, or by
neglecting to comply with one of the main
prmcmlrs of the Bill—that is, in conneotion
with the expenditure of a certain sum of
money.
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I do not propose to spcak at any further
length, because I would get too much into
detail,” and I would come into conflict with
you, . Speaker. The Bill does not contain

many principles, and the schedule, for
instance, can be discussed only in Comnntuee
I content myself with saving that I have no
objection to the second reading, and that we
hope, when the Bill gets into Committee,
that reasonable amendments  will receive
reasonable consideration from the Minister.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, MHurdle): The rail-
way to Mount Isa has been discussed freely
in connection with this matter, so that I
think it only fair and 1“easonab]e that, as
Sccretary for Railways, I should give a brief
history of the Bill under which it was autho-

rised and its cventual construction, The
Duchess to Mount Isa Railway Bill was
introduced on 27th October, 1925, and

assented to on 12th November. It authorised
the Commissioner, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, to enter into that agreement with
Mount Isa Mines Limited and Mount Isa
Proprietary Silver-Lead Limited, with a view
to the construction of a line of railway from
Duchess to Mount Isa, a distance of 54 miles,
and auvthorised the construction of the said
railway. The Act provided that Mount Isa
Mines Limited should expend on or before
the date of the completion of the line
£150,000 and the Mount Isa Proprietary
Silver-Lead Limited £50,000 during the same
period, in each case on opening and develop-
mental work. Mount fsa Mines Limited
further undertook to expend a sum of not
less than £150,000 and Ziount I[sa Proprietary
Silver-Lead Limited a sum of not less than
£50,000 on water conservation and machinery
and plant, within a period of six months
from the opening of the line. After the Act
was passed and before the agreements with
the companies were signed, Mount Isa Mincs
Limited took over the liability of Mount Isa
Proprictary Silver-Lead Limited and beermeo
responsible for the expenditure of the sums
mentioned by both companies under the
agreement, so thst the company organised
by the hon. member for Warrego did not
sign the undertaking provided for by the
r(‘t but, before the agreement was made, it
dxspowd of its sswets to Mount Isa Mines
Timited. In February, 1924, the hon. mem-
ber for Warrego sold to Mount Isa Pro-
prictary Silver- Lead Limited certain lenses
over which he held options, and which cost
it in all cash amounting to £2500 and
60,000 shares in the company, the total value
of the shares being cstimated at £17.500. The
shareholders of the company which Lought
these leases from the hon. member for
Warrego included E. G. Theodore, William
McCormack, who were then Premior and
Secretary for Lands, respectively, of Queens-
land; A. J. Jones, Semetary for Mines;
Randolph Bedford, M.L.A.; John Wren;

and Robert A. Dunlop, warden at Cloncurry.

At 3.28 p.m,,

Mr. MaxweLL (ZToowong), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Speaker in the chair.

AMr. Conrixs: There
holders besides them.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes; but the point I want to make is that
men holding importang responsible positions
in this House were shareholders in that com-
pany. The agreement with the Commissioner

were other share-
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Agreement Raiification Bill. 723

for Railways was signed on behalf of the
company by W. McRae and A. M. Hemsley,
directors, on 25th March, 1926, assuming the
liability of the Mount Ira Proprietary Silver-
Lead Limited. On 19th April, 1926—about
three weeks after signing the above agree-
ment—the leases were transferred py Mount
Isa  Proprictary Silver-Lead Limited to
Mount Isa Mines Limited, the consideration
received being 125,000 shares of £1 each in
the latter company, including 5,000 shares
for ore at grass, plant, and machinery.

It will thus be seen that the lease for
which the Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-Lead
Limited gave only £2500, and expended
money on plant and machinery and ore at

grass, upon which a value of

[3.30 p.m.] £5 000 is placed, received shares

equzl to £125,000 owing to the
passing of a Bill to construct a railway, and
immediately afterwards the shares rose to a
greater value. The shares were valued at
that tirne at i a share, but immediately
after this line was passed and made known
they rose to a greater value. It can, there-
fore, be rightly concluded that, by passing
the Bill through Parliament, the leases of
the Mount Isa Proprietary Silver-Lead
Limited would be considerably enhanced in
value, and Messrs. Theodore, McCormack,
Jones, and Bedford would reap an enormous
amount.

Mr, KIRWAN (Brisbane): 1

rise to a point

of order. Is the Minister in order in reading
his speech?

Mr. Kerr: Hec is only referring to his
notes.

Mr. KIRWAN: You are mnot the Deputy
Speaker.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
This is an important matter. and, in order
to be absolutely correct, and so that there

shall be no mistake whatever, I havi taken
very full notes, and I am quoting from
those notes,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER The hon.

gentleman is in order in quoting from his
notes.

Mr. Kmrwan: He is old enough to be able
to make a speech from notes without reading
it.

Mr. KERR:
extracts,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
By way of interjection, the hon. member for
Warrego stated that he gave sharcs in this
company to Mr. Theodore and Mr. Me(or-
mack. It can therefore be assumed that
those shares were given in consideration of s
Bill being pa‘:sf’d through Parliamcut to
construct the Mount Isa Railw ay.

Mr. Jones: How many shares did I have?
I purchased Mount Isa shares for 30s., and
sold them for 27s.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I have the particulars here. The hon. gentle-
man received iu all 1,130 shares. On 1lth
March, 1925, be received 200 shares from
the hon. member for Warrego, and on 20th
March, 1925 he reccived 200 shares trans-
ferred from George Regan. In all, the hon.
centleman possessed 1,130 shares. (Interrup-
tion.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
would remind hon. gentlemen that the con-
tinued interruption s disorderly. I do not
want to deal with any hon, member, but f

Hon. Godfrey Morgan.)

You rely on newspaper
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zhall have to do so if the interruption con-
tinues.

Mr. Jongs: This is the only way of getting
anything in. I purchased Mount Isa shares,
and lost on them.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Tdward Granville Theodore received by way
of allotment on different dates between 22nd
April, 1924, and 29th February, 1925, 1,000
shares in this particular company that the
hon. member for Warrego was rvesponsible
for floating, an<, by way of interjection, the
hon. member for Warrego told this House
that he gave Mr. Theodore 250 shares. We
now see that Mr. Theodore received 1,000
shares by way of allotment. After that the
company was sold to the Mount Isa Mines,
Limited, for £125,000, and mnaturally Mr.
Theodore would receive an cnormous amount
of money in respect of those 1,000 shares.

Mr. Jonrs: He may have purchased shares,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Then we find that, by way of allotment in
the original share-list of this particular com-
pany, Mr. Wilham MecCormack received
1,300 shares.

We find that in the original commpany Mr.
William McCormack was allotted 409 shares
on 28rd February, 1924; that on 22nd April,
1924, he reccived another parcel of 250 of
the same shares, and that he received a fur-
ther allotment of 650 shares on 11th Novem-
ber, 1925, just about the time when the
Mount Isa Railway Bill went through this
House.

Mr, KERE: Scandalous!

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
\s I have alrcady indicated, the Mount Isa
Railway Bill was introduced in this House
on 27th October, 1925; it was assented to
on 12th November, 1925, and on 1ith Novem-
her, the day before that Bill was assented to,
;\gl‘. McCormack received another parcel of
shares,

Mr, Kziso: Ah! Another big job!

Mr. Joxes: Did any hon. member on your
side have shares in Mount Isa?

A Govennmeny MeMBER: Nol
Mr. Jonges: Of courss they did!

Mr. Kerr: If they did, they obtained
them under entirely different circumstances.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
On 8th August, 1928, the then Premier, Mr.
William McCormack, agreed to quote cer-
tain railway rates to the Mount Isa Mines
l.imited after he had had a conference with
the directors of that company.

Mr. Corcing: Who were the directors?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The rates quoted by Mr. McCormack to the
Mount Isa Mines Limited werc—hon, mem-
bers should listen to these railway rates and
then ask themsclves if there is ever any like-
lihood of the department making ihis rail-
way pay—.76d. per ton per mile for lead or
zine bullion; .60d per ton per mile for lead
concentrates; .40d. per ton per mile for
coal or coke and for returned concentrates,
namely, concentrates returning from the sea-
board to Mount Isa for treaiment. We are
carrying the coal from Collinsville, or Bowen,
as_they desired.
vailway is not paying?

Mr. Corrins: That line may yet be a pay-
ing proposition,

[Hon. Godfrey Morgan.
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Mr. Haxrox: That schedule of rates was
prepared by the officials of the Railway
Department.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

" Mr. KeLso : iJow many years has the agree-
ment to run?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
There is no special time stipulated in regard
10 that matter.

Mr. Haxrox: It is most unfair the way this
debate is being allowed to proceed. The
Minister is making charges, and we have no
opportunity to rebut them.

The DEPUTLY SPEAKER: Order! Do
1 understand the hon. member for Ithaca
to say that the way the Deputy Speaker is
conducting this debate is not fair?

Alr. Haxiox: Noj; I said that the Minister
was making charges which were untrue
beeause that schedule of rates was prepared
in the office of the Commissioner by his
staff,  The Minister knows that, too. The
Minister is unfair in meaking that charge.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member does not know anything
about it,

Mr. Haxwox: I do know!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 1
would like to remind the hon. member that
hon. members of this Legislative Assembly
should assist me in maintaining the dignity
which is supposed to prevail in the Cham-
ber. I do not want to resort to naming any
hon. member; but, if the hon. member con-
tinues to interject, I shall have to do so.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
1t does not alter the circumstances whether
these figures werce prepared by the officials
of the department or not. 1f the Premier of
rhe State asks the department to prepare
cortain figures, the head of that department,
whether he be the Commissioner for Rail-
ways or any other officer, naturally has_to
do s0. The responsibility for those rates lies
with the Minister for Railways, the Premier,
or the Cabinet, who decide what rates shall
operate. The Commissioner had nothing
whatever to do with them,

Mr. Hancon: Do you say that the Minister
prepared a false schedule of rates?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The responsibility of decreasing or increas-
ing rates, or of adopting new rates 13 one
that the Government of the day must
shoulder, and not the Railway Commissioner.
Rates are only prepared by the Commissioner
or his officers at the request of the Minister
or the Premier, as the case may be. You can-
not place the responsibility for that on the
Jommissioner or his officials.

Mr. JonEs: We are not denying that. We
fixed that rate deliberately to help the
industry.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If
that is so, that contradicts the statement
made by the hon. member for Ithaca.

Mr. JoxEs: You will have to do the same,
if you want to help Mount Iva.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We
have sufficient evidence to show that, while
Mr. Theodore, Mr. McCormack, Mr. Jones,
and Mr. Bedford were holding responsible
positions of trust in the Parliament of
Queensland, they were prepared to receive,



Mining T'rust Limited

and did receive, shares allotted to them,
us has been shown already; that, so far as
AMesses. MeCormack, Theodore, and Bedford
are concerned, they were allotted shares for
nothing. The hon. member for Paddington
has stated that he purchased his shares.
That may or may not be so. His first 200
were obtained from the hon. member for
Warrego, who evidently was giving away

shares. 'To whom was he distributing these
shares?  To moembers of Parliament. And
why was he giving those shares awav? Did

he have such a great love for Mr. Theodore
—{laughter)-—or Mr. McCormack, or the hon.
member for Paddington, that he was going
to give them shaves for nothing? Is the
hon. member for Warrego a philanthropist,
and is he in the habit of distributing shares
for nothing? No; he is not that sori of
individual,  He expects a quid pro quo. If
he throws out a sprat, he expects to catch a
mackerel.  The reason why those shares
were given to these hon. gentlemen—or dis-
honourable gentlemen if you want to term
them such

My, JONES (Peddington): T rise to a
point of order. T am not very much con-
cerned about the hon. member's opinion of
myself: but is he in order in veferring to
hon. members on this side of the House as
dishonourable mermbers ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
did not refer to you as dishonourable.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I did
not hear the hon. gentleman make use of
that expression; but, if he did, I ask him
to withdraw,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
referred to those who received shares for
nothing, and, as the hon. member for Pad-
dington said he paid for his shares, he was
not included amongst the dishonourable
members. We have men occupying high and
important positions in the State who are
prepared to accept shares in a certain mining
venture, and, in order to make those shares
valuable, are prepared to spend public
money. The railway from Duchess to Mount
Isa may be justified. It may become one of
the finest ventures in Queensland. The point,
however, is this: Why did these gentlemen
obtain an option over certain leises from
the Mines Department for nothing? It is a
strange thing that all the scandals in Queens-
land have been associated with the Mines
Department.

Mr. JoxEs: Where?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member for Warrego sot them,
and did not pay for them. '

Mr. Joxes: The options were obtained
from private individuals.
The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:

Practically all the scandals that have oceur-
red in Queensland have been in connection
with the Mines Department. Take, for
mstance, Mungana. (Opposition dissent.)

Mr. Kmwsn: What about the bribery
scandal?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS-
It will not be long before there is an oil
scandal—and that is another matter con-
nected with the Mines Department. We
are  here to expose this barefaced
robbery on the part of public men—men
who occupied positions of trust and wers
prepared to use those positions and spend

[4 GoroBEer.]
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public money in order that they might be-
come wealthy and benefit themselves. We
sce  these gentlemen associated with
man like John Wren. Everybody knows that
John Wren 1s one of the most undesirable
men in Australia. When men like McCormack
and Theodore associate with a man of that
description, what will the public say? Mr.
Wren is wnown throughout the length and
breadth of Australia; yet we f{ind prominent
public men associated with him in a trans-
action that brought to the individuals en-
gaged in the transaction a profit of thou-
sands and thousands of pounds.
Mr. Beprorb: Why not?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon., member evidently cannot realise
the fact that he is occupying a position of
trush.  If it were done by an ordinary indi-
vidual it wonld be bad cnough; but, if the
hon. member or any other hon. member of
Parliament comes along and, by giving
shares to members of Parliament, bribes
them—because that is what it means—the
hon. member as a member of Parliament
admitted that he gave shares to certain
individuals.

Mr, Binrorp: I would have given you
some of them if I had liked you.

"The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
I would not have accepted them. I am
not prepared to do anything that will be
likely to cause me to give a vote that I
would not be justified in giving. The hon.
member gave those shares purely with a view
to bribing members of Parliament in order
to get something for himself.

Mr. BEDFORD: I rise to a point of order.
The statement has been made that I gave
those shares in 1924 for the purpose of
bribing members of Parliament to do some-
thing in 1926. I wish to have that with-
drawn.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the
Minister to withdraw.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
I withdraw, but the fact remains that hc
gave shares to men who were holding highly
important public positions. The hon. mem-
her says that he gave them 250 shares cach.
I have the figures here. and they show that
Mr. Theodore got 1,000 shares.

Mr. Beprorb: I have already stated that
I @av? a number of friends, both in and out-
side Parliament, 250 shares worth £262 10s.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I have the figures from the register of
joint stock companies, which shows that on
22nd April, 1924, Mr. Theodore had allotted
to him—it does not say who allotted them—
500 share: in this company, and then on 20i%
Tebruarv, 1925, he had another 500 shareu
allotted to him.

Mr. BeprorD: Because he paid for them.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAVYH:
It docs not say they were transferred fromn
anvbody.

Mr. BeEprornp: I had 23,000 shares in the
beginving, and I ended up with forty-six.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. miember must have been a very
popular man when he was going around
giving shares to anyone who would accept
them. He is like an individual I mer_lhgnod
just a while ago, who invited a certain hon.
member of this House to meet him in a

Hon. Godfrey Morgen.
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particular room. That gentleman did not
know whom he was going to meet, but he
did mect this person, and, when he came
away, he sald a cheque-book was sticking
out two or three inches from that individual’s
pocket.

Mr. BEDFORD:
about?

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS.
It was very evident thst he was prepared
to pav.-for a certain consideration. Say what
they may, or do what they like, they cannot
deny the fact that men occupying the posi-
tion of Premier of this State—My. Theodore
and Mr. McCormack—obtained shares.

Mr. BeprorD: For which they paid.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

And that, before those shares were sold, a
Bill was put through this Housr to construct
a railway that was going to enhancs the
value of those shares by 500 per cent. or 600
per cent., which it did. Thesc shares were
sold out to another company, and they
reaped the reward by bringing in a Bill
and passing it through the ouse in one
dar, telling the people it was for the benefit
of Qucensland, when it was for the benefit
of those individuals. Nobody knew that
hetter than Mr. Theodore, Mr. McCormack,
the hon. member for Cairns, and Mr. Bed-
ferd, the hon. member for Warrego, that, if
th Bill went through the House and the
railwav was constructed, they were going to
reap a considerable amount of money, and
ther did so. The public will want to know
all about it and why they voted in the
1Touse for something they were personally
concerned in. I feel sure that under the
circumstances, knowing that that railway was
woing to be constructed, had those gentlemen
been straightforward and honest, they would
have got up on the floor of the House and
stated that they possessed so many shares
in this particular company and woeuld have
walked out of the Chamber and not voted
it conmection with the yailway at all. 'That
was the only straightforward thing to do,
but they did not do it; aad I am sure the
people of Queensland and Austrzlia will
condemn them for their action in connection
vith this particular inatter.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Balopndy: It 1s
with deep regret that I vise to speak in
ithis debate. I rise to offer my protest
against what I consider onc of the most
despicable, low-down political charges that I
have ever hrard of. I say that deliberately,
in view of the fact that one Rlinister here
tlids morning, when introducing the incasure

What are you talking

now under discussion, made some vicious
statements and then resumed his seal. Later
another hon. member arose, and made
wnprious  statements, continuinz {he attack.

can only assume that the debate to-Gay was -

nremeditated. I can only helieve that,
Parliament gave the Tressurer certain
powers in connection with the Comunissioncer
of Taxes, the hon. gentleman has seavched
ihe income tax files and sccurcd the informa-
t on that is being used here to-day.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order? I
would ask the hon. member to connect his
remarks with the Bill.

Mr. BRASSINGTON :

I do not desira to

argue the point with you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, but, if my remarks are further

away from the subject than the remarks of
hon. members opposite, I was not aware of

[Hon. Godfrey Morgan.
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it. It is an undisputed fact that hon. mem-
bers opposite, by some means or other have
secured a supply of information for the pur-
pose of “ muck-raking.”” Behind all this
exhibition of splean is the prospect of their
friends in the Fedcral arena being defeated
at the election on Saturday week next. The
whole of this agitation has keen brought
up with the purpose of discrediting onc
public man in Australia to-day. That is Mr.
Theodore. Why should they bring up this
agitation? They realise that their forces
are on the run; thas their Prime Minister,
Mr. Bruce, is facing defeat; and it has been
*he pelicy, not only of memnbers opposite
but of the present Tory propagardists out-
side, to concentrate on that onc man, Mr.
Theodore, in an attempt to damn him 1n the
eves of the people of Australia. To clinch
this matter let me say that hon. members
opposite have the power to order an
investigation in regard to these charges. If
the position is as serious as hon. members
opposite would have us believe, I would ask
them not to talk about it here, but to get to
work and clean up the scandal. T think it
is more of a smoke screen than an evidence
of sincerity on their part. They have Leen
talking for months—years, I fact--about
Mungana aud other matters. It seems they
only talk for the simple reason that they
fear to put an inquirv into effect because
their ammunition will be gone and they will
not be able to frame an accusation against
hon. members on this side.

1 repeat very emphatically and definitely
that this is only an attack on a public marn
in Australia to-day in order to achieve a
certain purpose on Saturday week. Ilon.
members opposite arc continually asking
niembers on this side to make Parliament an
example to people outside as a place where
the finest traditions of free speech and fair
play are observed. T ask you, in all sincerity,
Mr. Deputy Spcaker, whether fair play has
bheen shown here to-day, whether any atfempt
Las been mad: to extend fair play to the
wen mentioned in the course of this debate®
The hon. member for Nundah definitely made
the charge that the Mount Isa Railway was
construct=d as a result of political bribery.
in the face of the report by the Royal
(ommission on Public Works, which favoured
its construction. The Secretary for Rail-
ways—a gentleman who should know better,
hut one who is recognised as one of the
greatest slingers of mud that this Parlia-
ment has ever seen—his speech was not a
surprise to me—should have known the condi-
tions under which that railway was agreed
ic be constructed. After listening to hon.
wembers opposite, it appears that they would
have cverybody believe that they are * lily-
whites”” in the political arena, that they are
puracons who can do no wrong, whereas, on
the other hand, members on this side are
supposed to be unable to run straight. Tt
vould be as well, therefors, if we recalled
some of the episodes of the past. It is
hardly necessary for me to repeat what the
hon. member for Brisbane said of the in-
famous bribery case of a few years ago.

Eowarps: Which you rigged up
(Opposition laughter.)

My,
vourselves,

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. member
savs that this party rigged that up, but it is
a well-known fact that the money used in
that bribery case was subscribed by friends
of hon. members opposite, and that members
opposite knew that the whole joke was 1
operation  CYould we have anything lower,
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thercfore, than the exhibition of hon. mem-
bers opposite, who claim that they alone are
fair and square, and that members on this
side are always in the wrong? The hon.
meinber for Brisbane rightly reminded our
friend- of the Abrahams taxation scandal.

Mr. Kigwan: Compounding a felony !

Mr. BRASSINGTON": Those gentlemen
broke the law in every way, yet hon. members
opposite and their friends in the Cominon-
ealth Parliament allowed them to do it,
and made no attempt to bring them to book.
It was compourding a felony—deliberate
robbery—yct never a_word was said by hon.
members opposite. Yet they posed as men
of character who would not dream of politieal
rascality, men who stand steadfastly for thv
1)rmc1ple~ this Parliament is supposed to
represent. I say that when the people realise
the depths of political meanness to which
hon. members opposite have descended, they
vill say they are no longer {it to hold power
in the State. Their actions suggest that
they are destituie of any constructive policy
or sound argument with which to keep the
Labour Party ous of power: so, in accordance
with their narrow vision and small conseience,
Lhov brmg forward this despicable propa-

ganda for the purpose of doing this pariy
harm on Saturday week next.

[4 pm}

Tt is very noticeable that, during the pre-
sent Federal clection campaign, the now
Lapers are oxhibiting the most filthy plopm
ganda, and for the purpose of the Federal
clection hon. members opposite—they believe
themselves to be honourable—have carcfully
prearranged the episode to-day in the hope
of ma:hmf’" Labour next Swtm‘dav week.

raily x\v Thq Public Works 001111111
(r'\en by the Labour Government the
of investigating the proposal to construct the
line. They investigated the proposal, and
recommended that the line should be cor-
structed.  The hon. memlxu‘ for Lnogger
said that this was a dizhonest transaction;
but I would remind him that he casts a
reflection on our Chairman of Committees in
this House, who was a member of the com-
mission, and he also casts a reflection upon
a former colleague, the late hon. member
for Burnett, Mr. Corser, who was also a
member of the comimission. I belicve that
My, Corser spoke in favour of the proposal
in this House. In the face of those facts,
how can it be honestly argued hy hon.
memhers opposite that this was a deliberate
and dishonest transaction, and one that was
not fair to the State?
Mr. Beprorp: It is only a smoke screen

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The commission
investigated the proposal from all angles,
and 1 intend to quote passages from the
report to prove that the commission was
of the opinion that it wa=z necessary to con-
struct the line to the Mount Isa ficld. The
report states—

“We do not propose to recupitulate
the evidence given to us as to the pro-
duction which may be expected from
Mount Isa, other than to mention the
opinions of a few authoritios. Mr, Saint-
Smith, then superintendent on the field
for Mount Isa Minex Limited, but
formerly and now the Government
Geolozist, said that it was onc of the
most promising fields that had been dis-
covered in Australin for manv years.

[+ OcroBERr.]
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Mr. Rodda described it as a wonderful
field, and Mr. Corbould, a director of
Mount Isa Mines Limited, said it was
the best show he had seen since Broken
Hill, and called it a wonderful show.”

Other names were mentioned, and the evi-
dence went to prove conclusively that there
was-an absolute-necessity-for constructing a
railway to this mining field as soon as
possible in order that “the field might be
developed. The report further states—

““ After careful consideration we came
to the conclusion that Mount I:a field
does deserve development, and that a
railway is necessary if that cnd is to be
effectively achieved.” :

That is a passage that cannot be refuted,
and, following on this report, the TeTm—
nient put into effect the rocommendatxon of
the conmumission. Ior the sake of amm(r 3
dirty political advantage and of s,)reamng
propaganda, hon. members opposite hsve
introduced this subject to-day. The report
further states—

“We are prepared to recemmend the
building of a railway solely for the pur-
nose of senirvg the Mount Isa mincral
field if the companics largely intercsted
therein are prepared to bear some of the
loss (if any) which may occur on its work-
ing; subject, therefore, to the completion
of an offective undertaking or under-
takings to guar'mtoe the Government
against loss . .

This report is signed by John Payne, chair-
man; Charles Collins, John Theophilus
Gilday, William Cooper, Bernard H. Corser
—at one time a member of this Parliament
and now Federal member for Wide Bay—
Thomas R. Roberts, our respected Chairman
of Committees.

The hon. member for Iinoggera is not fair

or just towards his own coll eague, for he
must connect their names with the guilty.
However, the hon. membm‘ does not carc

how many ridiculous and unfair statements
he makes. I deplove the fact that this Par-
liament has no power to forse an hon. mem-
ber to keep strictly to facts and be, at
least, fair in his critieism, Anr)"trc*ltly an
hon. member can do or say what he likes in
this Chamber. Frank A. Cooper was the
last member of the commission to sign the
report.

There is not much more to be added to this
proposition. The fact that the Public Works
Commission recommended the railway pro-
pe=al to the Government and urged its con-
strnchov was sufficient for the {iovernment
to procced to corstruct th«t railway. The
Secretary for Railwars had a lot to say
about freights on produets and matorial to
bo taken from and to AMount I:a. If the

schednle of rates, which, I under:tand, was
drawn up by the Railway [/cp(u‘rment i3
ircorrect or uvrfair to the interests of the

people of this State, then what has the hon.
gentieman been doing during the lsst four
or five months that he has been in control
of the department?

Mr. Krrwan: Will he undertake to sack
the man who wrote out the schedule?

Mr. BRASRINGTON : That is the point!
If the hon. gentleman dissharges his duty,
he will make inquir and. if any official
is responsible for having drawn cut this
schedule of vates, then he <hould punish
him.

Mr. Brassingion.]
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Porsonally, T have nothing to fear in this
matter. I belong to a party which stands
definitely  for -straight principles—a party
which can only exist by carrying out a defi-
nite, honest policv. I again challenge the
Government, if they think thev have any-
thing on any member of this party, and if
they think any niember or members of
this party have done something in conflict
with the interests of the State, toscome out
into the open and appoint a Royal Commis-
sion or comission of inquiry to clear the
whole matter up not only to the satisfaction
of Parlizment, but to the satisfaction of the
people of Queensland.

At 47 pm.

The Spearer recumed the chair.

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I repeat that chal-
lenge definitely. I challonge the Government
to come forward with some such proposal
instead of carrying on a campaign of nnu-
endo that has been pursucd ever since their
members have occupied the Treasury
benches. It iz rather disheartening to sit
here day after day listening to the Govern-
ment relying solely on defarning members
of this side of the Chamber instead of going
ahecad with the definite policy which they
promised the people of Queensland.

Mr. Kirwan: With a policy of £2,000,000
and 10,000 jobs.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: 1, for one, want
to see the Government come out into the
open and have this matter cleaved up by a
special inquiry. I a wrong has been done,
T will not criticise the action taken to punish
the wrongdoers.

Before resuming my seab, I want briefly
to review the measure which, in effect, makes
certain concessions at Lawn Hill to the

Mount Isa company. There are many
angles from which this question can be
reviewed., First, there is the angle of the

company taking an option of that area
and developing it as soon as possible, thus
siding development and making this State
much richer as a resalt, I subscribe to that
policy; but, if the present Government give
an option to the present Mount Isa com-
pany over the Lawn Mill show, then the
company may have too much work to handle,
and, as a conseguence, developmental work
on Lawn Iill will suffer. The Government
should be very careful in its policy in this
regard. It is little use tying up that show
on a special lease if it is not golng to
be developed as scon as possible. It is a
problein which requires the npatient study of
members of this Chamber in order that the
right thing may be donec.

Mr. COOPER (Bremer): The circumstances
surrounding the debate this afternocon are
more than remarkable, and [ am satisfied
that disclosures have been made, "such as
they are, for one purpose only—to divert
the attention of the pcople of Australia fiom
the issuc in the Federal election on Saturday
wazk. If hon. members on the other cide
think that it is going to do that, then I am
very sorry for their thoughts. The tactics
employed by the Government have been
described as despicable, and I think the
description fits the case beautifully. To hcar
the great noise of membors of the Govern-
ment, one would think that these matters
were being discussed for the very first time;
that they were never krown before: and
that nobody had any idea of the cxistence
of any such thing. Yet members of the

[Mr. Brossinglon.
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Government, who were then in opposition.
werp well aware of the whole circumstances
of the case when the Duchess to Dount Isa
Railway Bill was being discussed.

Mr, KeLso: No!l

Mr. COOPER: I say “ VYes!” and I shall
prove my statement from ‘ Hansard.”
Before doing so, let me say that the share
register was open for inspection wheu the
Bill was going through; that the returns in
the Supreme Court were open for inspection:
and that all the information that hon. gentle-
men opposite have allegedly discloscd now
was available at the time.

Mr. Kruso: Not all of it
qualify your statements.

Mr. COOPER: You certsinly could not
find in the Supreme Court things that lhad
happened afterwards, but you could hLave
found the things that happened in 1923. 1924
and 1925.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
The share register does not disclose anything.

Mr. COOPER: Then where do rou gert
your information from now?

Mr. KeLso: You don’t like it?

Mr. COOPER: Let me read some of the
remarks that were made during the debate
on the Duchess to Mount Isa Railway Bill.
1{ anybody could have made a frank and
free statement on that occasion, it was made
by the hon. member for Warrego, whese
statement was very full, and, I am sure.
to the satisfaction of the whole Chamber. Iie
sajd—

“ Tt is with pleasure that I attenpt
to destroy the argument or want of argu
ment of the Leader of the Oppos
even though it should be at the expeuse
of stating that I am interested im this
proposal. And, lest there should be auy
doubt as to whether I am interested or
not, let me say at once that I am well
interested. If anybody desires to kuow
how far I am interested and he can rcad.
he can find out by going to the share
register of the company and scelng for
himself.”

Nothing could have been more definite thun
that. Let me go on. When the hon. member
for Lnoggera was speaking, I asked him on
half-a-dozen occasione if he knew anythins
of mining, and, if he had ever invested one
penny in mining activities. The Yhon.T meni-
ber, shaking his head, said, “ No, i Lave
never invested one penny In mining.

In 1925 the hon. member for Rnoggeru.
speaking on the Duchess to Mount Iza Rail-
way Dili, said—

“We would all feel gratified if a real

You ought 10

live industry could Dbe established at
Mount Isa, in the northern part of
Queensland. Every statement concerning

Mount Isa has contained glowing reports
as to the possibilities of the field. There
has been a tendency for the share market
with respect to the Mount Isa Propric
tary Silver-Lead Limited to fluctuate. f
believe that the lowest point was reached
by those shares in July last, and, if this
railway were constructed to the field, it
would™ place the ‘hallmark’ on those

shares.”

There was no doubt about the actual posi-
tion; vet to-day the hon. member says hc
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never had any interest in mining—that he
neveyr \D(‘IH one llenn\' 311 mmning,

Mr., Kerr: I never said anything of the
kind.

member said s
to a question bv

The hon.
answer

Mr. COOPER:
this afterncon in
me.

Mr. KERR (&noggera): 1 rise to a point
of order. The hon. member must accept my
assurance that [ eaid nothing of the kind.

~ The SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Bremer must acceplt the assurance of the
hon. member.

Mr. COOPER : 1 accept the hou. member’s
assurance that he said nothing of the kind.
I asked “Did sou ever invest a penny in
mining in vour life,” and he shook his licad.
and I ask him to accept my assurance.

AMr. Krrr: T did not say it
Mr. COOPER: Here is what the hon.
member did sav on 22nd Octcboer, 1925, as

reported in * Hansard,” page 1523:—
*The SecrETARY FOR Mixez: What do
;;ou krow about mining?

Mr. Kerr: The Scerctary for Mines
may not realise it, but I have had a few
vears’ expericnce in mumxb, qnd I have
lost some money in mining.’

(Laughter.) Sec where the hon. member for
Enoggera is getting himself! Lot me go a
little further and show that the whole of the
circumstances were well- Lnown within. the
precincts of the House; and I again take the
hon. member for Enoggera as iy authority.
As reported on the same page of ** Ilansard,”
he said—

“It is freely acknowledged’—
Not rumoured, suppcsed, or suspected-——

“1It is freely acknowledged that some
members of the (xovornment are iuter-
ested in these mines.”

Yet the Government come along to-dar with
this alleged disclosure as though it were
known for the first time. It is to be sup-
posed that they had discovered something
that nobody had any knowledge of in the
days that are gone; yet, when rhe Duchess-
Mount Isa Railway Bill was going through
Parliament the hon. member for Knoggera
stated—
“ It is freely acl\nrmledged that some
members of the Government are inter-
ested in these mines.”

There were no denials to that statement. It
was freely accepted by this Ifouse. There
is nothing new in this.

Mr. Krrso: We
bad as it is.

3Mr. COOPER: The hon. member for
Nundah said he did not know anything about
1t, and now he savs he did not know it was
as bad as it is.
_ Mr. Kirwan: He has been
mg.”’

Mr. Kerso: T have
to some effect to-day.

Myr. COOPER: It may he seen now that
this tremendous exposure is not an exposure
at all. This is an attempt to wake Aus-
tralia up to the fact that something terrible
happened in 1926; and it can now be shown
that it was pubhdy known in 1926, and was

did not know it was as

« sticky-beak-

been ¢ sticky-beaking 7’
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stuled in this T o«ho at the time the Mount
Tsa Railway Bill was going through.
Mr. Werr: By whom? )
My, COOPER: By the hon. member for
¥nogpera in his speech.
Mr. KERrR: * One swallow does not make a
swonter.”’
Lir. COOPER: On 27th October, 1825, the
Lon. member for Fnoggera said—
‘1t is freely acknowledged that some
members of the Government are inter-
astod 1n these mines.”

acknowledgod’ -—not suspected, or
supposed, or mdr‘en, but “ freely acknow-
tedged.”” There was no denial. I presume
ihe members of the Government were sitting
in their places on the front bench—nobody
denied  it—when the hon. member for
Warrego made & statement that he was
interested in the mire.

¢ Freely

There is another thing we might as well
mention—it was stressed to a certain extent
by the Ministry, but not very strongly.
There were two companies in this matter—a
big company and a very small company. 7f
the little company had made all the repre-
sentations and offered all the guarantees in
the world, it would net have carried any
welght whatever. The big factors in the
construction of that raxlwa\ were the assur-
ances given by the big company, which T
think was the Mount lsa Limited. 'The
Public Works Commission, in its investiga-
tions, paid no attention whatever to the
snall company. It was keen to get an assur-
anco from those interested in the big com-
pany that the prospects were there. T
rememher the whole of the investigstions
partlculmly well. I remember the pains to

hich some of the members of the com-
mjsslon went to assure themselves as far a=
possible - that the orc-bodies were there.
When you come to think of two gentlemen
getting on in years, like the hon. member
for Bowen and the late hon. member for
Mitehell, Mr, John Payne, going down into
the deepest shaft of that mine by a windlass
--a rope—and walking along an unventilated
tunnel for some distance, stooping to the
ground for a considerable time, to examine
the ore-bodies as well as they could, you
would be satistied, Mr. Speaker, that every
possible investigasion was made as to the
presence of these ore-bodies. I have seen no
investigation so thorough, nor do I know of
2 time when the commission went so deepls
into matters to_assure themselves that there
was every possibility of that mine becoming
a puying proposition. The commission was
satisfied also that there was every possi-
b]hfv of the line paying; but it did not over-
look the fact that it would be built solel v
for the purpose of mining; and it desired
to make doubly sure that it would not be
like a number of other lines in this State
which are at the present time a big burden
on the taxpayers. For that reason the corr-
mission put in iis report recommeundation
No. 2, which was read by the hon. mcmber
for Powen. I want to draw attention to one
or two things in it. The guarantee to the
(Government was offercd by Mr. W. H
Corbould on behalf of the Mount Jsa Min
Limited. Mr. Corbould was looked upon as
the authority upon those deposits. T« was
a very careful man, and keen to know thart
everything was ncr,ht before he said anything
that could be held up in evidence against
him afterwards. We examined Mr. Corbonld

Mr. Cooper.]
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on 24th April, 1924, and it was over twelve
months afterwards that we made the report.
The report was delayed for no other reason
than to get an assurance from Mr. Corbould
that he was satisfied that this proposition
was going to be everything that it gave
indication of being.

Mr. KELso: What are you trying to prove?

Mr. COOPER: I am trying to prove that
all these wonderful alleged disclosures are
noi disclosures at all. I want to prove that
the railway line was recommended upon the
mining prospects.

Mr. Kerso: We say that, if the line had
not been built, the shares of Mount Isa
Proprietary Limited would not have been
worth :£125,000.

Mr, COOPER: I want to <how thai the
value was there before the vailway was built,
and the railway was built because the value
was there. That is the only reason why the
railway was recommended., It was not
recommended wniil the commission was
absolutely satisfied that the value was theve.
On 24th March, 1924, Mr. (orbould gave
the following evidence in answer to questions
asked by the hon. member for Bowen:-—

“Do you think that sufficient work
has been done on the Mount Isa field to
justify the building of a railway, whether
from Cloncurry or Duchess, at once?—I
4o not think so, but I feel certaiu that,

as development gets ahead—in o very
<hort time--it will Le justified.
“How does it eompare with othey

places you have had charge of in differeat
partz of the world ?—Judging front sur-
face indications, it is far superiov. Tt is
a wonderful show.

*Am I right in understanding that you
are interested in one of the companies
on the field?—Yes; Mount JYen Mincs
Limited.”

That goes to prove that in March, 1924, My
Corbould was not satisfied, and he said that
we would not be justified, on the developnient
work that had been donc, in recommend-
ing the construction of a railway at cnce.
What induced the commission to make that
vecommendation in July, 192567 Only addi-
tional evidence. In July, 19825, this vory samen
gentleman came forward with a guarantee
against loss to the Government on the rail-
way to the extent of £100.000. to be paid
m ten annual instalments of £10,000 cach.
This guarantee proved that Mr. Corbould
was then satisfied that the show had been
sufficiently developed, and was far enough
ahead to warrant the undertaking of the
building of the railway, and he and the
big money Interests associated with him
showed it by saying they were prepared
to guarantee £100,000 spread over a period
of ten years against losses on the vailway.

Mr. Jones: He backed his opinion,

Mr. COOPER - He backed his opinion, as
1 am reminded, to the extent of £100,000,
and that ought to have been sufficient evi-
dence for anybody that the value was there,
and, as the mines have developed. the value
has been shown to be there. The building
of the railway has been amply justitied. and,
as a matter of fact, it will go on in the way
in which the commission thought that it
would go on and he a wonderful assot to
the development of North Queensland.

Just one other point—that is the statemeng
that has been made that, because certain

[Mr. Cooper.
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members were interosted in this matter, they
should not have voted upon it. There is no
evidence whatever that they did vote upon
it. The Opposition were also satisfied as to
the decency of the proposal—because they
knew of the propesal; they knew that the
hon, member for Warrego was interested
in it; they knew that members of the Govern-
ment were interested in it; they knew that
the share register was open, because the
hon. member for Warrego offered it to them;
they knew that the documents at the Supreme
Court were open for inspection: and they
were so far satisfied with the proposal that
theyv did not call “ Divide ’ upon the sccond
reading of the Bill. That is the astonishing
thing, wnd the suggestion of the hon. member
for Enoggera that certain members who were
interested voted on the proposal cannot “ hold
water ’ for the simple reason that nobody
kzows that their votes were with the < Ayes.”
All that snyhody knows is that the Speaker
was satisfied that there were sufficient
“ Aves” to carry the Bill, and he declared
it carried, and, if any of these members were
in the House at the time. there is nothing
to show whether they voted, because hon.
members opposite did not call ¢ Divide.”
The suggestion that they voted in favour of
» proposal 1n which they were interested
does not ““ hold water.” It is not recorded in
the minutes of the House or in * Hansard.””
That is another “ ghost ’ that goes back to its
grave. I think we have successfully “laid
these ghosts”” raised by the Government
to the effect that there has been some
trenendous  scandal. We have “laid
the ghost” that mnobody knew any-
thing about this proposal: we have ‘‘laid
the ghost?’ that the Opposition did not
know anything about members of the Govern-
ment being interested, because the hon, mem-
ber for Fioggera said that it was ¢ freely
acknowledged V. that members of the Govern-
ment were interested in Mount Isa, and we
had the statement of the hon. member for
Warrego that he wus interested, and there
was no denial from members of the Govern-
ment that they were interested. If anything
“ went up like a recket and came down like
the stick ’ it is the wonderful disclosures that
have been made by the Government to-day.
[4.30 p.m.]

Mr. NIMMO (Owxley): In taking part in
this debate it is with great regret that I
find that public men have seen fit to abuse
the privilezes extended to them by the people
of Queensland by obtaining holdings in com-
panies which theiy position enabled them to
do.

Mr, BrassmxaTon: You want to be careful.
You are interested in companies.

Wy, NIMMO: My interest in companies
has heen acquired by means of money I have
eurned,

IIr. Brassinoron: We could just as easily
gay, as hon. members opposite have said
concerning others, that you are dishonest.

Mr. NIMMQ: After listening to the de-
bate, I decided that I should secure accu-

rate information. and I have had turpod up
the files of the Mount Tsa Mines showing the
shareholding transactions in that company.

Mr. Bepiorn: Five years old!

Mr. NIMMO : ** Be sure your sins will find
you out.”

Mr. Beprorp: Poor thing !

Mr. NIMMO: I am not a poor thing. I
am not here to secure a henefit at the
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oxpense of the people of this State, The
Mount TIsa Mines Limited share register
shows Mr. Theodore’s holding in Mount Isa
Mines Limited. On 4th February, 1926,
T. W. Biggs transferred to him 5000 fully
paid-up shares in the company. T{ is to be
noted that Mr. T. W. Biggs was the solici-
tor who registered the Mouut Tsa Proprietary
Silver-Lead Limited.

Mr. Beororp: He Jid
proprietary.

Mr. NIMMO: It might well be asked if
Mr, Biggs was a trustee of those shares for
Mr. Theodore. ©Ou 25th F ebruary, 1926,
Mr. Theodore received, by allotnxem, a fur-
ther 480 fuily-paid shares in Mount Isa
Mines out of 125000 shares., making his
interest 5,480 shares, which he disposed of.

Mr. BeprorD: Which he paid fov.

Mr. NIMMO: The register further dis-
closes the fact that Mr. William MecCormack
had a sharcholding in this company. On
15th February, 1924, JMMr. William MecCor-
mack, rogis stered as at ¢ Lands Department,
Brisbane,” received by allotment 109 shares
of £20 esch in Mount Isa Mines Limited.
On 11th June, 1925, out of 712 shares allotted
at a board mnotmg held on the same date,
he was allotted 100 £20 contributing shares.
On 1st December, 1825, these 200 £20 shares
were subdivided into 4,000 £1 shares. On
25th February. 1926, he rceeived by allot-
ment a further 625 fully paid- -up shares out
of 125,000 fully paid-up shares, in accordance
with the coutract with the mopllotmv cont-
pany, making his total 4,625, Dlﬂpomtlom
werc later made which veduced his holding
to 300 shares, and this included a transfer to
London of 1,560 shares. On iTth February,
1927, the 625 shares allotted in February,
1826, were recalled and cancelled, and this
{eft his sharcholding interest at 2,600, By
mbsequvnt dispositions, including the 1,500
shares fransferred to London, hLis holding
was 1oducu1 to 30, On 3rd March, 1927,
he reccived by allotment 562 fully paid-up
shares transferred to London, his holding
leases in accordance with the coutract with
the proprietary company. This brought his
holding. so far as the New South Wales
10"1<+Lr discloses 1t, tn 862 sharves, which were
ev entually disposed of.

Now we come to the shareholding of Mr.

not register the

Alfred James Jones, “ ‘Ban Ban.’ First
avenue, Hagle Junction, Brisbane.”  On
10th December, 1925, F. Ilembridge trans-

ferred to him twenty fully paid-up £20
shares.  On 1st December, 1925, these were
subdivided into 400 £1 sharcs.

Mr. BeprorDd: Terrible!

Mr. NIMMO: In February, 1026, My
E. C. Saint-Smith transferred to Mr. Jones
1.300 shares, making his total holding 1,703
shares.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :

Mr. Beprorp: Ghastly.

Mr. NIMMO: I find that this Mr.
Smith was formerly an cmployee
Mines Department.

The BECRETARY Tor RAmLways: Oh!

Mr. BeprogD: Ha is now gencral manager
of the Mount Isa Company.

. Mr. NITMMO: Well, the least said abous
it the better. On the same date 543 fully
paid-up shares were allotted to Mr. Jones, mn
accordance  with a  contract dated Tth
Decerber, 1925, making his sharchelding
interost 2"4'6 shares.

Ooh!

Saint-
of the
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Mr. Jones: What was wrong with that?
Can’t he register those shares?

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane): Mr. Speaker,
I rise to a point of order. Is the hon. mem:.-
ber for Oxley in order in reading his
speech ?

Mr. Beprorp: It is not his speech.

Mr. NIMMO: I am -not reading my
speech. I want to have the facts on record.

The SPEAKZER: I understand that the
hon. member is not reading his speech, buk
is giving particulars regarding holdings of
shares from a document. (Opposition inter-
jecticns.)

Mr. NIMMO: Hon. members opposite do
not like it. I have to read these figures,
which I have had extracted from the register
in the Supreme Court. Mr. Jones then had
transferred to him 200 shares, making his
total allotment 2443 sharves. By iransfers
he reduced this allotment to 1,143 shares
In Fcbruary, 1927, the 543 shares previously
allotted under agreement were recalled and
cancelled, then leaving himn with 600 shares.
By transfer, he received another 100 shares.

making his total 700. By transfers from
him sagain this was rveduced to 100. In

March, 1927. 454 fully paid-up shares were
allotted to Mr. Jones. in accovdance with
contract dated 17th February, 1924, making
his total 584.

My, Beprorb: This is dreadful!

Mr. NIMMO: Why 1 have arranged all
these transactions is just to show hon. mem-
bers end the people of Queensland that we
have had men in thiz Parliament, clected
by the people of Quecusland, who were
using their positions with advantage to
themselves in regard to these allotments
and transfers of shares

There is another lot of shares of which 1
took a note. That is the history of the
shareholding interest of a man named
Randolph Bedford.

My, KroLzo: Who is he?

My, Beprorp: Member for Warrego.

Mr., NIMMO: On 15th February, 19824,
he received fifty fully paid-up £20 shares in
Mount Isa Mines Limited, in accordance
with confract dated 17th TFebruary, 1924,
and a letter of 12th February, 1924, His
holding on 24th November, 1925, was fifty-
six £20 shares, which on lst December, were
subdivided into 1,120 £1 shares. Of these
720 were transferred to John Wren.

GoveryMEST MEMBERS : Oh!

My, NTMMO: That left a balance of 400
shares which Mr. Bedford held.

Mr. Beprorp: I sold them.

My, Kgrwan: If it was John DBrown, 1s
would be all right.

The SECRETARY FOR RalLwavs: Is that the
John Wren who gave you £10,000 to fighy
your election?

Mr, NIM2O: On 25th January, 1926, Mr.
Bedford’s sharcholding interest increased
from 400 to 20,760 shares by the allotment of
202360 fully paid-up rhares in accordance
with coutract dated Tth December, 1925. Of
these he sold 400. and the balance, namely
20.360, were cancelled in accordance with the
agreement of 7th December, 1925, Tn Feb-
ruary, 1527, he acquired a further €00 shares
which were subsequently disposed of.

Mr. Joxes: What is wrong with a member
investing in an Australian industry?

My, Nimmo.]
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Mr. NIMMO : In March, 1927, he received
17,805 fully paid-up shares in part considera-
tion for purchase of leases in accordance
with contract of 17th February, 1927.

Mr. Kirwix: You are reading your speech
all right.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NIMMO: I have recourse to a copy
of the official register because 1 desire to
deal with this matter very fully. These were
the last shares acquired by him. He has
since disposed of the whole of his shares, with
the exception of 200, which were held by him

on 18th  April, 1829, The dispositions
included the transfer of 1,400 shares to
T.ondon.

Then we come to the shares of “ Mary
Bedford, care of R. Bedford, Parliament
House, Brisbane.” In ebruary, 1926, she
was allotted 240 fully paid-up shares in
aceordance with contract dated Tth December,
1925. In February, 1927, these were recalled
and cancelled, and in Niarch, 1927 she was
allotted 216 fully paid-up shares in accord-
ance with contract dated 1Tth Fcbruary,
1927. These sharcs she disposed of.

Mr. Grrmstone: That was not his  Little
Mary !’ (Laughter.)

Mr. BrassineTow : Shut up talking about
it. and give us an inquiry.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NIMMO: Continuing further, I come
to the shares in the name of © Florio Bed-
ford. motor engincer, care of R. Bedford,
Parliament IIouse, Drishanc.” I find that
in  February, 1926, Florio Bedford was
allotted 100 fully paid-up shares in AMount
Tsa Mines Limited in accordance with con-
tract dated Tth December, 1925, In Feb-
ruary, 1927, these shares were recalled and
cancelled, and in March, 1927, he was allofted
90 fully paid-up shares in accordance with
agreement dated 17th Februavy, 1927. These
~hares he disposed of.

Mr. Joxrs: What is wrong with that?

Mr. BeprorD : Nothing at all; he does not

know. Shoddy mind! Shoddy business!
Mr. NIMMO: The history of the share-

holding interest of ' Yric William Bedford,

care  of Randolph Bedford, Parliament

House, Brisbane,” shows that on 25th Feb-
ruary, 1926, he received 100 fully paid-up
shares in Mount Isa Mines Limited in accord-
ance with contract dated Tth December, 1925,
between that company and Mount Isa Pro-
prietary Silver-Lead Limited. In February,
1927, these were recalled, and. in March,
1927, an allotment of 90 fully paid-up shares
was made in accordance with the contract
with the proprietary company dated 17th
February, 1927. 'These shares were later
disposed of by him.

Another lot of shares registered was in
respect of “ Randolph Edward Bedford, care
of R. Bedford, Parliament House, Brisbane.”
In February, 1926, he was allotted 100 fully
paid-up shares in zccordance with contract
dated Tth December, 1925, In February,
1927, these were recalled aud cancelled, and
in March, 1927, he was allotted 90 fully
paid-up shares in accordance with contract
dated 17th February. 1927. These shares he
disposed of. My rcason for collecting all
that information

Mr. Kirwax: You
Why not tell the truth?

[Mr., Nimmeo.

nover collected it

Mr.” NIMMO: Was to be sure that we
were on the right ground.

When we see public men abusing the con-
fidence which the people have placed in them.
it makes one’s blood boil, particularly whe:w
we think of the master-mind behind all these
tactics. We know why that man was brought
from the Southern States, given a safe seat
in this Parliament, and why these men used
him to distribute these favours amongst them-
selves.

Question—That the Bill be now
second time—put and passed.

Consideration of the Bill in Committe:
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

read a

POSTPONEMENT OF ORDER OF THE
DAY.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan):
1 move—

“ That Order of the Day No. 2 be
postponed until after the consideration of
Order of the Day No. 3.7

Mr. Kirwan: For what reason?

The SECRETARY F¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Because of the absence of the
Treasurer, who is in charge of that Bill.

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbanc): I think the
hon. gentleman might be a little more cour-
teous to the Opposition. This morning the
bon. gentleman asked leave to move a motion
without notice. I had no idea what that
motion contained, but I agreed to it. 1
think the least the hon. gentieman might
do is to let the Opposition know the necessity
for this alteration.

Mr. KERR: Because the Treasurer s
absent.
Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. member is not

the Leader of the Government,
An OpposiTioNn MEMBER: He expected to be.

Mr. XIRWAXN : I do not know what posi-
tion the hon. member expected to hold. I
suggest to the Secretary for Public Instruc-
tion that he should show some consideration
for the Opposition. It will be admitted that.
when we occupied the Treasury benches, if
iv was contemplated to make any alteration
o the business-sheet the Leader of the
Opposition was consulted. This morning the
hon. gentleman agked leave to move a motion
without notice. and did vot indicate what 1t
was, e never spoke to the “ Whip” or
any other hou. member on this side, but T
attowed 1t to go, and., when I attempted tu
discuss 1t, vou, Mr. Speaker, pulled me up.
I am surprised at the attitude adopted by
the hon. gentleman.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan):
I am very sorry indeed that the hon. member
has taken up the stand that he haw. As a
matter of fact, I had no idea that he was
acting as leador.

Mr. XKmmwar: You knew who the © Whip’
Vas.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PURBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I certainly did. When the
hon. member asked me just now why I
desired the postponement of this Order, I said
that it was because the Treasurcr, who is
in charge of the Bill. is not present. Let
me tell the hon. member that I have shown
a great deal of consideration to the Opposi-
tion. This morning when I moved for leave

>
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1o place the Babinda State Hotel Sale Bill
on the business-paper for to-day, in reply
1o the hon. mem‘oer for Brisbane I said that
it would be sccond on the list. Since then
1 have reviewed the position as an act of

courtesy to the Leader of the Opposition, .

who is at present in the North. That hon.
member  went away knowing that the
?abmda State Hotel Sale Bill was on the
Lusiness-paper for Tuesday next, and, as he
h‘vd moved an important amendment in Comni-
mittee, I thought it was only fair to him nct
to bring that Bill on to-day.

I have met the Opposition in this matter.
7 have moved that Order No. 2 stand over
until after the cousideration of Order No. 3,
-imply becanze Order No. 3 is purely a
machinery Bill and is not likely te cause
iscussion.

Question {Mr.

King's
{ assed.

maotion) put and

REAL PROPLERTY (COMMONWEAILTIL
DEFENCE NOTIFICATION) BILL.
SECOND READING.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon N. F,
Macgroarty, South DBrishane): This Bill is
introduced 1n accordance with section 123 (1)

of the Defence Act of 1918, which reads—

“The Governor-General may make
regulations, not inconsistent with this
Act, prescribing all matters which by this
Act are required or permitted to be pre-
scribed, or which are necessary or con-
venient to be prescribed, for securing
the discipline and good government of
the Defence Force.”

Then we come to subscction (n) of the same
~ection—

“The regulation of the quartering or
billeting  of memben of the Defence
Force in time of war.

Section 124 was amended l)) the Act of 1927
ro read-—

“Bection one hundred and iwenty-four

of the Defence Aect. 1903-1018, is
amended—

{a) By inserting iu subsection (1),
after paragraph (a), the {fcllowing

paragraph:—
¢ (na) The regulation,
prohibition of the construction of
buildings or other ercetions within
areas proclaimed by the Governor-
General to be areas in which such
regulation, control, or prohibition is
necessary for the defence of the Com-

monwealth.” .

At an earlier stage the Ieader of the
(>;;posltmn made some reference to compen-
satlon in regard io land that might subse-
«quently come within the ambit of the Com-
monwealth Act by proclamation.

Mr. Kirwax: That is the main question!

The ATTORNLY-GENERAL: That is
the main questior, but it is no concern
whatever of this particular Bill. If anyone
has a claim for compensation, it is a matter
which must be brought before the Common-
wealth, and this machinery Bill has no
hearing on such a claim for compensation.
It is simply a matter of passing the Bill,
and. if there is any claim, it will have to be
dealt with by the Defence Department, For
the information of hon. members, T will
quote a letter of 24th December, 1928, writ-
ten by Mr. Marr, for the Prime Minikter,

control, or
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to the Premier of Queensland. He also
forwarded the  Commonwealth Gazette >’ of
26th Decomber, 1928, coutaining a proclama-
tion by the Governor-General, in which
certain ‘defence areas are set out. I am only
going to read the rclevant parts of the
letter—

“ 1 should be glad if you would assist
in the administration of this statutory
rule by instructing the shire, county, and
municipal councils coricerned to withhold
permission for the construction of build-
ings or crections in the areas concerned
which would contravene the regulations.
and in such cases to refer the applicants
to the District Base Commandant.”

The letter deals with other things, . nd then
Mr. Marr finally states——

* It should be stated that these regu-
latlons will be administered by the Com-
monwealth Govetnm-’\ni in the most sym-
pathetic manner.’

Instructions wore ngen by the late Govern-
ment to the various iocal authoutmk, so ihat
they were prepared to take steps to comply
with the Commonwealth’s request,  This Bill
was the result of a confercnce between the
Commonwealth and States in May, 1929, at
which the following meinorandum was pre-

sented by the Commonwealth:—

““ Under section 124 of the Defence Act
1903-27, power is given to the (Governor-
General to make regulations for the
revula,tmn, control, or prohibition of the
construction of bul]um% or other ercc-
tions within arcas procldmled by the
Governor-General to be areas in which
such regulation, control, or prohibition
is necessary for the defence of the Com-
monwealth,

“ A proclamation proc]:ziming such
areas was published in the ¢ Gazctte’ of
26th December, 1927, and full dOQ(‘I'I})tIOHS
of all the areas affected were given.’

I think our areas werc four—Southport.
Liytton, Enoggera, and Thursday Island—
“The Control of Defence Areas Re-
gulations  (1827)  were pmmulgated

spcmf\mw thc restrictions operating in
each area.

“Regulations made under the above
power operate in respect of arcas which
have been proclaimed, and the combined
result of the regulation and the pro-
clamation is that the titles of the owiers
of land within the proclaimed areas are
affected, but no provision exuti in the
1egulat10us or otherwise, for placing a
notification of the p1oulamdt10n upon the
title, so that any intending purchaser of
the land may become aware of the fact
that the proclamation has been made.

“On the 24th December, 1927, the
Prime Minister addressed a letter to the
Premier of each. State forwarding a copy
of the proclamation and 1e<ru1.1t10'1q and
inviting him to bring thc regnlations
under the notice of the Registrar-Gencral
of Titles, so that any notification that
he may consider necessary may be made
on titles affected.

“In order to deal with this position
it is suggested that the following pro-
cedure should be adopted in connection
vnth this matter:—

fi.) A regulation should be made
under the Defence Act providing that
the Minister shall, by registered letter,
send a copy of the proclamation to the

Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.]




734

Registrar of Titles or other officer in
charge of the land titles registration
system of the State in which the land is
situated, and that he should send a
similar notification to the owners of
the land affected as appearing by regis-
trations in the Oflice of Titles or
Registrar-General’s Office of the State.
fi1.) That the States should take
steps to amend the law so that the
nesessary notification shall be recorded
upon the docnments of title in the
office and so that there shall be power
(where necessary) to require the pro-
duction of documents of title from the
owner for making any" duphcate
memoranda which may be necessary.
The Rill provides that the Registrar of
Titles may register on certificatcs of title
notifications of the proclamations under the
Defence Act. There is power for the
registrar to call for certificates of title and
enforce their production, under » penalty
not exceeding £20 for refusal. I guoted the
regulations previously. 1 have them before
me now, and they are very long, and it is
not necessary to read them again. They
make provision with regard to the stomgu
of oil or explosives, and the restriction of
buildings o a certain height, etc A pur-
chaser of land should know what land he is
buying, what 1(‘&t1“1011()n3 there may be upon
its use, and what proclamations have been
made, so that these registrations of notifica-
tlons are really for the benefit of purchasers
of land.
Mr. Kirwan: For their protection.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Ye:. This
resolution was passed at the Premiers’ Con-

ference on 28th May, 1928 :—
“That State legislation should be

passed to enable the C()rmnoﬂwoxlth to
obtuin registered titles to land acguired
by the Cominonwealth and to provide for
notifications rendered mnecessary by the
proclamation  under scetion 121 of the
Defence Act.”

5 p.m.]}

In 1824 the Queensland Parliament passed
an Act enabling the Commonwealth to
obtain titles, and this Bill mercly provides
that the plouamdtlou shall be nofified upon
the title. The object of the Bill is to
provide that no inconvenience shall be
suﬁ’crod by the Commonwealth Government,
and that pecple will be Mlb aware of the
conditions under which the land is pur-
chascd. 1 do not know that I can give any

further information to the House. I beg to
move—
“That the Bill be now read a second
time.”

Mr, KIRWAN (Brishenc): The Bill is a
very simple one, and one based on a resolu-
tion carried at a Premier’s Conference. No
doubt the TFederal Government consider it
necessary  that, with respeet to any area
recerved for defesce purposes, all titles
should be marked in such a way that pur-
chasers of land will be aware of any dis-
advantagoes, The Attornes-Gencral  has
pointed out that very drastic regulations are
p]omulgatod by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment relating to the height of buildings and
with respect to the construction of a certain
tepe of building. Therefore, it is only fair
that purchasers of land should be protected
and should be aware of any disadvantages
attaching to the land, and that these matters
should be marked on the title showing that

[Hon. N, F. Macgroarty.
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the land is subject to regulation by
Defence Department.

There is another matter on which I regrire
some iuformation, although, perhsps, the
Attorney-General may not have it at his
disposal, secing that it does not affect his
lepar,mout He stated that the Comimon-
wealth Governmient were prepared to give
sympathetic consideration to the guestion of
paying compensation on the resuinption of
fand. The Attorney-(eneral will realise that
it might be mnccessary in the courss of a
few vears for the Defence Department to
extend the area required for the cife
defence of Australia. It may be nece
to resumc certain land, and I should like to
know if. in the event of buildings being
alveady coustructed, the owners will be com-
pelled to comply with the regulation or to
abandon the butldings, and, if so, would the
Commonwealth Government be propm@d to
pay reasonable compensation? I quitr realise
that it is a matter entirely for the Common-
wealth Government: hut, if the Attorney-
General could give the information, it would
be reassuring to people who will come within
an arca br virtue of the regulations. It is
necessary that they should be protected to
the extent of receiving reasonable compen-
sation for expenditure incurred in the con-
struction of buildings prior to the proclama-
tion of the arvea as a defence area.
veasonable objection ean otherwise be taken
to the Bill. It is absolutoly essential for the
purpose of defence. I quite understand the
position of the Government, and this ¥ouse
cannot take any objection to a Bill of thi
character.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N, F.
Macgroarty, {South Rrisbane), in reply: 1
would like to repeat what I read—a short
extract from the letter dated 24th Decembeor,
1928, written by Mr. Marr, for the Prime
Minister, to the then Premier of Queersland.
Mr. McCormack—

It sheuld be stated that tho-«\
tions will be administered by the
menwealth Government in a most
pathetic manner.”

TLat means that the Commons Yovern-
ment would compensate anybody unjustly
injured. If an area were proclaimed
to-morrow whevein a building had to be
demolished beecause 16 vas not of tho right
type, there is no doubt that a claim for cour-
pensation against the Commonwealth Govern-

vepeula.
Con-

syin-

vealth

ment or the private individual who de-
molished it would be sustained. There is not
the slichtest doubt that any Government

would administer this matter in a sym-
pathetic manner and compensate the owner.
Thoro is nothing to fear in this respoct on
the part of anx Tfadividual who may be coi
cerned.

Question—That the Bill be
second time—put and passed.

now read a

COMMITTEER,

(8r. Marwdl, Toviong, one of the pruncl of
Temporary Chairmen, in the chuir.)
Clauses 1 to 4. both inclusive, and the

schedule agreed to.

The House resumeod.

The Tzarorary CHAIRMAX reported ithe Bill
without amendment,

Third roadivg the Bill made an
of the Day for Tucsday next.

The House adjourned at 5,10 p.ro.

Order





