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816 Death of Mr. D. Weir, M.L. A,

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

WEDNESDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, 1829,

The Speaker (Hon. C. Taylor, Windsor)
took the chair at 2.30 p.m.

PANEL OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN.

The SPEAKER: Pursuant to the require-
ments of Standing Order No. 13, I nominate
Edward Joseph Ilanson, member for the
electoral district of Buranda, to fll the
vacancy on the Panel of Temporary Chairmen
during the present session caused by the
resignation of Mr. D. Riordan.

QUESTIONS.

IxcipENCE OF DiSpasE IN P68 SUBMITTED FOR
SLATGHTER.

Mr. W. A, RUSSELL (Dalby) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture—
““31. Has his attention been drawn to
the incidence of disease in pigs submitted
for slaughter?

“2. Will he cause investigations to be
made into ihe fire-branding of pigs with
a view of fracing the origin of all pigs
arriving at market?

‘3. Will he consider the establishment
of a fund to recoup farmers and breeders
for the loss that is sustained because of
the condemnation of carcasses 8f discased
pigs?” ‘

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora) replied—

““1, Yes, but it is not considered the
disease is any more prevalent in pigs
than it has been for many years past,
and the cause of more pigs being con-
demned is owing to the fightening-up of
the post-mortem examinations. 'This
action was considered necessary from a
public health point of view.

“2.1 have given attention to the
matter of the fire-branding of pigs as a
means of tracing the origin of the animals
supplied to market. In practice pigs
between the weaning and fattening stages
change ownership frequently, and in such
cases it is impracticable to determine
under whose ownership a pig contracted
discase. This appreciably discounts the
value of fire-branding. Further, the fire-
brand, if not very deeply impressed,
readily becomes obliterated. THowever,
tests, with a view of determining a
reliable method of identification, will be
conducted.

“3. 1 will give further consideration
to this matter, but as a general principle
it must be accepted that the person rais-
ing the pig is responsible for its health.
The Government is not prepared to pro-
vide finance by way of subsidising any
fund. The services of dairy inspectors
and other departmental officers are avail-
able for the inspection of piggeries, to
essist and encourage farmers to adopt a
system of pig husbandry conducive to
sound Lealth.”
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EXPENDITURE AND LOSSES ON STATE
COALMINES,
Mr. WARREN (Murrumba), for Mr.
BRAND (Burrum), asked the Secretary for

Mines—

“ 1. What is the total expenditure to
30th June, 1929, incurred by the State
in coalmining operations at Warra,
Baralaba, Mount Mulligan, and Styx
River?

“ 2. What i3 the total amount written
off Treasury loans and irrccoverable?

“3. What has been—(n) Net trading
profits; (b) net trading losses?

“4. What is the total net indebtedness
of these mines to the State?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoc) replied—
“1. £576,642 15s. 5d.

‘2. £258,185 16s. 8d., in which is in-
cluded a sum of £39,154 on account
Warra mine, which was written off to
consolidated revenue.

¢ 3. Net trading losses—#£164,279 16s, 6d.
“ 4. £318,456 19s. 9d.”

Costs oF CoisL PRODUETION.

Mr. JONES (Paddington) asked the Secre-
tary for Mincs—

1. Ts it not a fact that in the ‘Queens-
land Mining Journal’ of 15th August,
1929, there is published a paper read
before the North England Institute of
Mining and Mechanical Engineers, by
the eminent authority, H. 8. Jackson,
and entitled ‘ Costs of Coal Production,’
and in which the following appears:—

Capital plays a greater part than is
generally realised in the production of
coal. A coalmine differs from other

industrial organisations in two im-

portant features, namely—

(1) When capital is laid down to
sink and develop a mine a long
period, probably of several years,
must elapse before thers is any
return.

(@) There is a special degree of
risk asociated with the laying down
of capital in a colliery, due to
uncertainty of the scams, their
height, quality, and horizon, the
effect- of unknown faults, water, and
other difficulties?

‘“2. Does he not consider that this
truism applies to Australia, only more
so, because of a limited local market,
and possibilitics of cver-production, and
the competition for overseas trade with
concession coal, and cheap-labour-won
coal from South Africa?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe) replied—
‘1. Yes.

2. The statement, as set out in Ques-
tion (1), applies to evers country more
or less, but no more in Queersland than
in any other place (probaby less). The
fact that in Queensland the market for
coal and prices are gencrally known,
and that coal seams as a rule are near
the surface, the probable expenditure
would be computed within reasonable
limits.  Over-production of coal is not
by any means peculiar to Australia; it is
general all over the world.”

ALLEGED DrsMissALS BY RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.

Mr. HYNES (Zownsville) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

“Will he inform the House whether
Townsville or the Northern Division are
the only places where wholesale sacking
of permanent maintenance railway em-
ployees has taken place since he took over
the administration of the Queensland
railways 7”7

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Flon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—
“There has not been any wholesale
sacking of permanent maintenance rail-
way cmployees. In connection with the
substitution of contract for the day-labour
system, some of the tradesmen have
become surplus, and these are being
absorbed as far as possible in other posi-
tions. Where this cannot be done, the
employces concerned are given the oppor-
tunity of tendering for the contract work,
or 11;:1}' be employed by the successful
tenderer.”
Mr. Hyxes: Does that apply to other
divisions?
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It
applies all over the State.

Fixitroxy oF CoxpiTions OF EMPLOYMENT OF
StaTe EAPLOYEES BY INDEPENDENT INDUS-
TRIAL TRIBUNAL.

Mr. HYNES (Zownsville) asked the

Premier—

“ s it the Government’s intention to
continue the rights at present existing
under the law to State employees, inclu(.i-
ing railway employees, to have their
terms and conditions of employment con-
sidered and fixed by an independent
industrial tribunal?”

The PREMIER {(Hon. A. E. DMoore,

Aubigny) replied—

“Yes.”

. RarLwiy REVEXUE.
Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) asked the
Secretary for Railways—
“What was the amount of railway

revenue for the financial years ended
30th June, 1928 and 1929, respectively?”’
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518 Questions.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—
¢ 1927-1928, £7,381,532 ; 1928-1929,
£7,568,641.”

Rarnway Euproyres oN SHorT Trve, CAIRNS
DisTRICT.

AMr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I desire

to ask the Secretary for Railways whether

he has an answer to the following question

which I addressed to him on 18th
September : — :
“HHow many railway employees at

Cairns have been placed on short time
recently 27
he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—
““ Forty-six.”

Ramway Drepors INVESTIGATED BY BOARD OF
INQuUIRY.

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the
Secretary fotr Railways—
“1. Will he enumerate what depots

the two experts investigated?

“ 2. How long did such experts spend
at each of such depots?

‘3. Were such experts furnished with
any reports from the heads of the de-
partments in the different centres that
they visited; and, if so, what was the
gist of such reports?

“4, What was the total cost of the
investigation made by such experts?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—

“1 to 4. No doubt the information
desired by the honourable member will
be contained in the experts’ report,
which, as T have already stated, will be
made publie.”

CHARGE FOR RAILWAY PrLAaTFORM TICKETS.

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the
Secretary Tor Railways—

“In reference to the answer which he
gave to the question asked by me on 10th
September, in regard to the charge made
by the Railway Department for railway
platform tickets, does he not consider
that his answer is quite preposterous
when such largely populated places like
Melbourne and Sydney charge very much
less, and will he reconsider the matter
and reduce the price to at least 2d. per
platform ticket in the interests of the
gencral public?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—

““No; my previous reply was in accord-
ance with facts. The question of reduc-
ing the charge for platform tickets has
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received full consideration, and it is not
intended to reduce the charge at
present.”’

Riwovar oF MEMBERS FROM ROCRKHAMPTON
HospritaL BOARD.

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the
Home Secretary—

“In view of his answer fo my question
asking him to definitely state his reason
for refusing to table the papers re the
proposed removal of Messrs., Maurice
Kelly and Wm. Goss, senior, from the
Rockhampton Hospital Board, when he
stated ‘that the reason is that no good
purpose would be served by the tabling

. of the papers in question,” will he now
say if he will allow me, as the trusted
member for Rockhampton, to peruse such
papers in his office, and, if he so desires,
in his own presence?”

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C
Peterson, Normanby) replied—
“ Yes.”

Cost or T93-Mice Curring, Norta Coast
RAILWAY.

Mrs. LONGMAN (Bulimba)
Secretary for Railways—

“1, What was the total cost of the
cutting on the North Coast line known
as the 97-Mile Cutting?

2. What were the approximate dates
of commencement and completion of this
work, and the total time occupied?

¢ 3, What is the length of the cutting?

4, What plart and material, if any,
has been left on the job?

asked the

“5, What are the department’s inten-
tions in regard to such plant and
material 2

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—

“ Tt is assumed the honourable member
refers to the T9%-mile deviation on the
North Coast Railwar. If so, the desired
information is as follows:—

(1) £48,100,
interest.

(2) Commenced 22nd October, 1927;
completed 9th February, 1929.

(3) 38% chains.

(4) There are four buildings left on
the job, and a quantity of light track
and some koppel wagons.

(5) One building has been sold but
not yet removed by the purchaser. Two
are the property of the Traffic Branch,
and will be removed in due course. The
fourth was offered for sale, but the
reserve was not reached. The light track
and koppel wagons will be retained for
use as required.”

including  capitalised



Quesitons.

ExperivMrnTs 1IN Torscco CULTURE IN NORTH

QUEENSLAND.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Secretary
for Agriculture—

“1. In connection with the experiments
being conducted in connection with
tobacco culture in North Queensland, in-
cluding those in the Bowen electorate,
will he furnish a statement setting out
the nature of the experiments and the
results which such experiments have
indicated ?

‘2. As flue-curing plants will require
to be provided at certain strategic points
in the tobacco-growing districts for the
purpose of drying the leaf, has he given
consideration to the formulation of a
scheme to provide such facilities?

7w
3.

Will it be competent for producers
engaged in tobacco culture to form them-
selves into a co-operative association for
the purpose of controlling the curing of
the leaf? If so, will any form of finan-
cial asuistance be available through the
Government in connection with the activi-
ties of such co-operative associations?
What will be the nature of this financial
assistance 77’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora) replied—

“1 DMy department is co-operating
with the Australian Tobacco Investigation
Committee, which is conducting a series
of tabacco-growing experiments in this
State. The experiments are not suffi-
ciently advanced and conclusive to war-
rant the publication of any results at this
stage. It is anticipated that the pre-
liminary cxperiments will be finalised
with this season’s harvest. The results
to date are encouraging, but it would be
unwise to induce agriculturalists to grow
this crop on a commercial scale until
more definite results are available.

2. Yes; certain varioties of tobacco
réquire to be flue-cured.

3. It will be competent for any pro-
ducers concerned to form a co-operative
association for the purpose of engaging
in the flue-curing of tobacco leaf, and the
assistance of the Agricultural Bank,
which is of a liberal character, will be
available to any association prepared to
conform with the requirements of the
Agricultural Bank Act.”

REeporT OF GEOPHYSICISTS ON Roia OILFIELD.

Mr. JONES (Paddington) asked the Secre-
tary for Mines—

“1. Will he request Mr., B. Burgraff,
Australian representative of the Eilbof
Tustitution of Geophysics, to furnish him
with the scientific reports and findings
on which he based his report recently
published in the press on the 16th of this
month?

[25 SEPTEMBER.)
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“2. When received, will he publish
same, and submit to the consideration of
Mr. Dunstan, Chief Government Geolo-
gist, and Mr. L. C. Ball, Deputy Chief
and Petroloum Geologist, and then make
available their deductions?

“3. Is he aware that Dr. Krahmann,
geologist and geophysicist, of the Elbof
Institution, when in Queensland, and
prior to leaving for Germany, promised
to make available to the Mines Depart-
ment all scientific reporvts of the Roma
field, or any other field on which mem-

bers of the Elbof Institution would
operate in Queensland ?”’
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A, Atherton, Chillagoe) replied—
“1 to 3. I am prepared to give cou-
sideration to approaching the Elbof

Geophysical Organisation with a view to
having made available to the department
the scientific reperts and findings on the
area in the Roma district, on which Mr.
L. Burgraff, the Australian representa-
tive of the organisation, based his report
recently published in the press on 16th
instant. I may say, however, that the
work of that organisation in Queensland
is  controlled by the ‘Queensland
Geophysical Company, which, I undesr-
stand, has expended considerable sums in
obtaining scientific data, of which they
could reasonably claim to have the exclu-
sive use. I am unaware that Dr.
Krahmann, geologist and geophysicist,
made the promise referred to by the
honourable member for Paddington.”

ExpeExses INCURRED BY IATE AND PRESENT
CaBINET MINISTERS,

DUNLOP (Rockhampton): 1 desire

P
Ar.

to ask the Premier whether he has an answer
to the following questions which I addressed
to him on 28th August:—

““1. What were the expenses incurred
by each of the Cabinet Ministers who
have just gone out of office since the
Ist July, 1928. till the date the present
Cabinet Ministers took up office, and
how are such expenses made up?

¢ 2. What expenses have been incurred
by the present Cabinet Ministers since

they took office till, say, to the 1iTth
instant, inclusive, and how are such
expenses made up ?”’

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,

Aubigny) replied—

“Referring to the question asked by
the honourable member for Rockhampton
on the 28th August, I lay on the table
of the House a return showing the
expenses incurred by cach of the Cabinet
Ministers during the financial year, 1st

July, 1928, to 30th June, 1920.



“ 1, MiNISTERS' EXPENSES, 1928-20.

. | Ministers' Daily Private

Minister. Department, Allowance Secretaries’

£2 28. per day.l Allowance.

£ s d. £ s d.

Hon. W. McCormack .. | Premier's . . 8312 0 26 5 0
Ditto .. | Treasury .. .. .o .e .

Hon. W. Forgan Smith .. Agriculture .. . 205 16 0 52 17 6

Hon. A. J, Jones .. Mines .o .. .. 138 12 0 117 6

Hon. J. Mullan «. | Justice .. .. . 224 14 0 61 2 6

Hon. J. Larcombe .. | Railways .. . e 122 17 0 40 17 6

Hon. J. Stopford .. | Home . .. 284 11 ¢ 53 8 9

Hon. M. J. Kirwan .. | Works .. 74 11 © g 11 3

Hon. T. Wilson .. | Public Instruction 92 8 0 19 2 6

Hon. T. Dunstan .. | Lands 123 18 0 8 5 0

Hon. D. A. Gledson .. | Labour and Industry .o 1010 0 117 6
Ditto State Trade .. .. ..

£ 1,311 9 0 | 280 5 0 |

(11) Ihci\laés éégbplaxle, £12.

« 2 MIMSTDRS’ EXPENSES,

Hotel Expenses, !
including Private |

Secretaries
and Guests.

£ s d
314 18 3
512 8

357
132
222
(e) 3561
216 1
49 14

59 2 9
511 6
410 0

12 4
17

1820 6 1

(b) Includes £62 3s. 11d. for which no details havé been funnshed
Mount Isa Railway performed by the Attorney-General on behalf of the Minister for Railways.

1928-29,

Railway Fares-—

Hotel Tixpenses,

Ministers’ Private
Minister, Departments, Daily Secretaries’ ‘ lgglclllg‘égrg](inggtde
Allowance, Allowance. N
) | Guests.
’\ T T £ s, d. | £ s d.
Hon. A. E. Moore ! Premier’s .. Nit 300 | 20 1 0
Hon, R. M. Xing .. Public Instruction Nil 1106 0 | 16 17 8
Hon. W. H. Barnes Treasury .o .. Nil .. [ 19 15 ¢
Hon, J. C, Peterson . .. | Home .. . . Nil .. ; 15 5 0
Hon, N, F, Macgroarty .. .. | Justice .. .. . Nil 12 6 412 6
Hon, W. A. Deacon .. | Lands .. .. .. Nil 31 0 6 14 11
Hon. H. I' Walker Agriculture .. . Nil | 410 0 36 12 10
Hon. G. Morgan .. .. | Railways .. . . Nil | 2 3 1 [ 815 38
Hon, H. E, Slzer .. { Labour and Industry .. Nil | 076 | 1 4 0
Ditto, .. .. | State Trade . .. Nil ; .. i ..
Hon E. A, Atherton CMimes L. L0 L. Nil 5 0 0 46 19 0
£ Nil 21 8

Privat i Car Hire.
Secre(f;‘rfiétzseand Tncidentals. | — Total.
Guests Country. Brisbane.
£ s. d. £ s d.| £ s d. £ s d £ & d.
157 8 6 55 7 5 ()53 0 6 104 19 ¢ 745 10 8
. .. i .. .- 512 8
| ; 751 3 4
93 65 7 ! 3 7115811 38 40 14 6 92 0 9
.. (Hes 211 56 1 0 576 13 0 1,004 4 3
43 6 9 | 7014 9| 18015 1 186 5 3 999 9 4
e 14 5 8| 126 18 6 9 4 6 665 17 0
162 1 6 104 19 1134 8 5 185 14 0 (1,147 4 8
30 10 5 26 11 11 23 8 0 63 17 2 278 4 7
.. 83 14 6 50 12 6 121 19 6 526 19 9
(@) 2710 0 2115 9| 3912 0| 7013 6| 297 5 9
818 2 010 0 . 014 © 26 19 8
.. .. 17 2 0 e 7 2 0
44 1 8
T523 011 | 519 5 7 |840 9 31,370 14 5 6,666 11 1
e (c) Includee £99 18s. Iunchr‘ons:gc at the openmg of T
(d) Special rail motor, £27 10e.
Railway Fares— | o Far Hire, o
Private ! Incidentals, | Total
Secretaries, | Country Brisbane, |
TTE s A T e s dV T s d. | 8 s a T & s d.
111 7 418 9 11 0 110 © ! 32 2 4
.. 611 ¢ 610 ¢ . | 3L 8 8
.. s . . 1915
5 2 9 018 0 1110 0 2 7 6 1 3 4 3
.. 117 ¢ 210 0 18 0 | 1110 ¢
.. 117 2 4 0 0 4 8 0 20 15 1
210 6 12 17 6 3 8 & 0 8 0 60 2 4
.. 10 0 ¢ 1 00 .. 21 18 10
5 710 018 2 0 8 3 5 7 0 | 1312 ¢
.o .. 14 16 8 . 14 16 3
! _ | 28 9 0
. 17 5 6 2015 6 810 6 104 10 ¢
1412 8 57 5 1 (7119 6 | 314 0 |86517 0

029
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Mining Trust Limited, Ete., Bill. [25 SEPTEMBER.?

PAPER.
The following paper was laid on the
table, and crdered to be printed—

Report upon the Government Central
Sugar Mills for the year ended 30th
June, 1929,

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): 1 ask the
permission of the THouse to make a per-

sona! explanation,
The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasurs of
the House that the hon. member for

Warrego be allowed to make
explanation?
HoNoURABLE MEeMBERS: IHear,

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrcgo): Lasi week,
while specaking on the Address in Reply, i
made a statenient which might do an inius-
tice to the person mentioned, and as I would
rather have anything happen than do that,
cspecially undsr the protection of 1)11\/116"‘0
I wish to correct the statement that Mr.
Rymer wrote the article complained of,
although he was actively associated with
the defendants’ case, 'The first bill of costs
sgainst me for the defendants’ costs in that
part of the libel action in which I failed
contained this item :—

““ Attending chairman of directors and
manager of defendaut company and
Rymer, the writer of the alleged
defamatory article.”

Since then I have received a corrected bill
of costs, which contains this:—

“ Attending Francis Kenna, writer of
alleged defamatory article on telephone,
and later at ofiice, when appointment
made for 7.30 to-morrow night.

“ Long attendance on Francis Kenna
obtaining statement including his inter-
pretation  of  statements  concerning
plaintit ondmg to show the trath of
such article.”

a personsl

hear!

MINING TRUST LIMITED AGREEMEN'Y
RATIFICATION BILL.
INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
E. A, Atherton, C'hillugoe): I beg to move—
““ That the Hcuse will, at its present
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to approve,
ratify, and confirm an agreement made
between the Honourable rnest Albort
Atherton, the Scerctary for Mines of the
State of Queensland, and the Mining
Trust Limited, a company mcmpmatod
and 1ecrlateled in Great Britain, relating
to prospecting for minerals and the
matter of mineral leases, claims, and
mining tencments in respect of certain
lands, and for other purposzes.”

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
called ““ Not formal ”’ to this motion because
of its upuqual character; that is to =ay, a
Bill which is app'ucntlv intended to 1at1fy
a very important contract is womg to be
introduced into Committee ¢ at 1ts present
sitting.”” The usual practice is to give notice
of a Bill and move the resolution in Com-
mittee on a subsequent day. I would like to
know what urgency there is in this matter
:lhat it 3= proposed to go into Committee to-

ay.

Official Inquiries, Hic., Bill. 521

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. JMoore.
Hdubigny): It is not intended to go on with
the Bill to-day.

Question put and passed.

OFFICIATL, INQUIRIES EVIDENCE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Resuvpriox oF {OMMITTEE.

(Mr. Boberts, East Toowoombu, in the chair,
Clanse 4—“ Amendment of section 5—
Penalty for failing to attend, produce docu-
ments, to be sworn, or to give evidene ' —
Mr., W. FORGAN SMITH (Maclay):
When the Committee adjourned on the last
information

oceasion, was asking for
regarding subclause (b), whi
“ Subsection two of the said section
five of the principal Act is further

amended by omitting the words—
¢ Provided that no such person shall
"be compelled to answer any question
tending to incriminate himself.” ”
I pointed out on that cccasion that this pro-
viso was inserted in the Act at the sngges-

tion of Mr. Blair, the then member for
Ipswich, and now the Chief Justice of the
State, It was shown on that occasion, as hon.

members know, that the general law contains
this provision. Tt is ace pted in all progres-
sive countries as an axiom of justice that a
person shall not be e\p(\fted to give evidence
tending to incriminate himself. While
agreeing to the principle that Governments
ha\c a rmht to take mﬁxclcrlt power to get
mfmm.;txon which is in the public intorests.
it is necessary that some justification should
be given for this definite departure from that
]nmmp‘e The Attorney-General has agreed
with my suggestion, and perhaps 3t s
intended to omit this proviso for the reason
that, as it is contained in the Act, it might
lead to abuse by persons who do not desire to
give evidence but who should give it, making
that the plea for failing to render that ser-
vice to the State which a citizen is expected
to give when called upon to give public
evidence. That may be a very good reason.

IHowever, I called attention to this matter
on the ground that a departure in any Bill
of such a far-reaching character should not
be allowed by Parliament to pass without
emphasis being placed on the fact that certain
basic principles of justice must be adhered to
at all costs, and that every Government must
realise that justice can be obtained in a
cemmunity only by the wise and proper exer-
cise of authority, and that abuses should not
be allowed to creep in. However. the
Govomment apparently take the responsi-
bility for this action, and I do not propocse
to press the matter further. Certainly under
this Bill the Government are taking power
of a very farrecaching character—power
which could be justified by the failure of
the commission appointed by the Common-
wealth Government to inquire into the sugar
industry in consequence of an incident in
1911,

I want to know whether the Attorney-
General has considered all the implications
of the clause. Does he realise, for example,
that the powers given by this Act are con-
ferred from time to time on other bodies and
authorities?  For example, the Royal Com-
mission on Public Works will be enabled to
cxercise all the authority which this Act gives

Mr. Smith.]




522 Official Inguiries Evidence [ASSEMBLY.] Act Amendment Bill.
to the bodies authorised to use it. It deals out above, because the evidence will not be

also with a very vexed question that has
often arisen in the administration of the
Industrial Arbitration Act of 1916 and its
amendments, Under that Act the Board of
Trade and Arbitration has the authority of
commission appointed under this Act.
Frequently it has been urged that the board
did not exercise its full authorxty in that
direction in order to obtain evidence which
would guide it in litigation or complaints
before it. Such a point arose when I was
Secretary for Public Works, when, on the
recommendation of the late President of the
Industrial Arbitration Court, Chief Justico
}IcCaWIey—ﬂa most suceessful administrator
of the Industrial Arbitration Act—the
Government appomted certain cconomists to
make an inquiry as to productivity and other
questions which have an important bearing
on the industrial life of this State. T remem-
ber that, in conversation with certain of my
advisers, it was pointed out that sufficient
power was not granted to the court under
the Act to enable it to obtain information as
to productivity which it was necessary for it
to have in giving a judgment. Hon. mem-
bers will realise that a ccurt giving a basic
wage judgment is doing something of far
greater importance than any judgment of
the Supreme Ccurt, which affects only a few
individuals and involves orly a few thou-
sand pounds. TUnder a basic wage finding
every worker and industry in the State are
affected to a very material extent. So it
svas necessary that the court should be vested
with sufficient power to enable it to investi-
gate thoroughly whether industries are in a
position to give a better standard of living
than those existing at the material time. I
merely wish to point ocut the far-reaching
character of this measure, and ask the Attor-
ney-General whether he has fully considered
all its implications by reason of the extension
of these further powers to other statutory
Rodies now operating under the principal
ct.

The ATTORNT,‘Y'GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
‘Macgroarty, Scuth Drish-ene): 1 would agree
entirely with the remark: of the Leader of
the Opposition if we did not have in this
Bill subclause [6r]. This Bill must be read
as one in conjunction with the present Act.
It is intended under the Bill, to omit from
the principal Act tho words—

# Provided that no such person shall
be compelled to answer any question
tending to ineriminate himself.”

You cannot read that amendment alone. The
words  are ¢ tending to incriminate him-
self,”” which means that it would he necess-
ary first, that such person should be put on
trial in a criminal court. Subclause [5E]
of the Rill provides:—

“ A statement or disclosure made by
any witness in answor to any question
put to him by a ecommission . . . shall
not (except in proceedings for an offence
against this Act) be admissible in evi-
dence against him in any civil or crimi-
nal proceedings.” ‘

AMr. W. Forean Surri: That certainly
removes some of the objectionable fratures.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAZL: Many
things have happened since the cnactment
of the Official Inquiries Evidence Act of
1910, and I am sure that the present Chief
Justice would entirely agree with the Go-
vernment in providitg subclause [5g]. No
harm can be done by omitling the words set

[3r. Smith.

admissible in any ecivil or eriminal pro-
ceedings. I have considered the nature of
the powers that may be conferred upon any
body in any other realm

Mr. W. Fereax Suira: You
there are a number of Acts,

know that

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am
quite aware of that, but I have 1not the
slightest doubt that this legislation will

operate in a fair manncr to cverybody.
Clause 4 agreed to.
Clause B Stutements wmade by wilness
not admissible in evidence against him -

Me, W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): The
Attorney-General referred to subclause [5g],
which certainly removes an objectionable
feature which would otherwise have been
contained in clause 4. I raised the point of
view as expressed in an carlier contribution
to the debate that sometimes a matter of
this kind may be iniroduced in a Bill and
passed through Parliament without its true
significance bemg realisad. I am a great
adherent of the principle that hasic ]ustlca
must at all tlln(‘s be observed in amending
the law in Parliament. Tt is not a wise
attitude of mmd to think that one can do
wrong with a view to doing good. The
results that follow clearly indicate that that is
a very unsound principle upon which to
work. The Attorney-Gencral will realise
that, following a disclosure beforec a Royal
COI]’]IDISSIOH whilst the information may not
be admlSub]e as evidence in a subsequent
action, in many cases the effect js there. In
the case of a trial by jury the jurymen are
conscious of the information. This is the
point I wish to make: In a S
down for trial by jury, whether in ordin-
ary civil or criminal proceedings, counsel
for the one side or the other might desire
to have certain cvidence placed before the
jury, objection is taken to that evidence
being tendercd. The objcctiun may be sus-
tained, but the intentioa of the counsel in
raising the matter has been served by the
impression left on the minds of the jury-
men. However, I realise that it is impos-
sible to provide for cvsry contingeucy.

The Atrroaxer-GexeEriL: They must not
take any notice of that evidence.

Mr, W. FORGAN SMITH: Psychologi-
cally the cffect on the minds of the jury-
men cannot be remnoved.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
houourable men.

Mr, W. FORGAN SMITH : However, the
best has becn dune in subclause [5g] tha’c
can be done in the circumstances, and I do
not propose to oppose the principle therein
contained. Therz is no doubt that in cer-
tain extraordinary circumstances, such as
those to which I alluded in the case of tho
Federal Sugar Commission in 1911, when
extraordinary power was required o deal
with a recalcitrant company which sheltered
behind its wealth thmkmg it could violate
the law of the country with impunity.

Clause 5 agreed to.

[3 p.m.]

Clause 6— Application of
to.

The House resumed.

The CHARMAN reported the Bill without
amendment.

Third reading of the Bill made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow,

case set

1t would be, with

Act ’—agreed
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TREASTURER'S FINANCIAL TABLES.

The TREASURER ([on. W. II. Barnes,
Wynnum) presented the tables relating to
the Treasurer’s Financial Statement for the
year 1929-30.

Ordered to be printed.

ESTIMATES-IN-CHIEF, 1529-30.

The SPIEAKER reported the receipt of a
messige from Hh Excellency the Governor,
forwarding the *‘ Iistimates of the Probable
Ways and Mcans and Expenditure of the
Government of Queensland for the year
ending 30th June, 1930.”

Ordered to be printed, and referred to
Committee of Supply.
SUPPLY.

OPENING OF (COMBMITTEE.

The TREASURER (ilon. W. H. Barnes,
Wynrwie): Mr. Speaker, T beg to move—
“That you do now leave the chair.”
Mr. HANT.ON (Ithaca): Before you leave
the Chair, Mr. Speaker, there are one or
two matters which I would Iike to ventilate
before this House. The Premier has seen
fit to make an issue of the question as to
whether he and the members of his Govern-
ment made any plef] to the people of
Queonmmd prior to election day to the effect
that he would provide immediately for the
relief of unemployment, and that he would
not tolerate a reduction of salaries, a length-
ening of hours, or a retrenchment in the
public service. These are very important
matters to the people of Quecnsland—most

__important _in_view_ of the_ political_develop-_.

ments which have taken place in the last
month or two in the Federal arena. The
questions of hours, wages, and conditions,
have now, owing to 170'11;1041 de\nlopmonts
become of vital importance to the people of
Queensland. I contend and have contended,
that many thousands of electors at the last
State election voted for hon. members on the
opposite side of the House in the belief that
the pledges given by their leader and them-
selves could be relied on.,

Mr, CLAYTON :

Mr. HANLON : Had the people of Queens-
{and realised that no faith could be placed
in their statements that wages would be
protected, I belicve they would never have
given their allegiance to the party which is
row governing this State.

The Premier has seen fit to question the
accuracy of some of the statements made by
me when referring in the debate on the
Address in Reply %o the pledges made by
his party to the people prior to the last elec-
tion. The other evening the hon. gertleman
said that I had put into his mouth words
which he had never used. He stated that he
had not made any pledge not to reduce the
standard of liviag in Queensland, and led the
House to believe that he told the people
qguite frankly that, if returned to power, he
would repeal the Basic Wage Act, the 44-hour
week legislation, and the rural workers
award. A rather interesting situation has
developed in this regard. The Premicr also
congratulated the new members of this House
upon the manner in which they had addressed
themselves to the Assembly. stating that they
were doughty and brave followers who had

So they can.
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not run away from any statements they had
made to the electors prior to their election.

Mr. CrayroN: They will not run away
from any statement they made.

Mr. HANLON : T hope that hon. members
will live up to the estimate of their character
which the Premier evidently holds—that they
will not run away from any pledge or
promise they made to the people of Queens-
land. May I express the earnest hope that
hon. members opposite will endeavour to
justify the very high opinion which the
Premier has expressed of them? In the
course of my address I shall mention a few
of the definite promises made by hon. mem-
bers opposite, and it will be interesting then
to see what assurance they will give of their
courage and desire to live up to the pledges
they have given. The words which I used
in this House and to which the Premiecr took
exception, were—

 He faithfully promised the people no

retrenchment. From every platform in
Queensland, through the press, and by
means of ¢ dodgers,” he falthiully

promised the people that there would be
no wage reduction. He also promised
the people of Queensland that there
would be no inecrease in the hours of
labour.”

The hon, gentleman stated that I had put
words into his mouth. No member of this
House is ]LIStIﬁLd in making an asscrtion
which he is not prepared to prove. 1 made
that statement, and I intend to prove it this
afternoon, because it is due not only to
myself but to the people who sent me here
that I should verify any statement made by
me,

Although I have not had much time at my
disposal, 1
paper files containing accounts of meetings
held during the last election campaign, and
I have picked out as many quotations as I
could of remarks made by candidates who
stood for political honours in the Nationalist
interests. These quotations can be deemed
authentic reports of .the actual words used
by the respective Cdndidateq The  first
extract is from the Courier ” of 6th May,
containing a report of a meeting held by Mr.
Henry Quinn, the selected Country-National
candidate for Buranda, at Woolloongabba,
on the preceding Saturday night.

Mr. CrayroN: He is not here.

Mr. HANLON: The “ Courier”’ evidently

gives that statement considershle promi-
nence, because in heavy type we find this
heading—

“No Waer Cur.
‘‘ MORE EMPLOYMENT.

“ Country-National Party’s Policy.”’
The quotation I extract from that report
reads—

“ The dominant note I wish tu strike
iz that the Country-National Party does
not stand for a reduction of wages or any
curtailment of the privileges now enjoyed
by the wage-earner.”

Now, Mr, Mitchell, the endorsed Nationalist
candidate for the Bremer, addressed the rail-
way workshops cmplovees in the lunch hour
on 2nd May, and this is a quotation from his
speech, as 1epmted in the “ Courier ” of 3rd
May—

“ Mr. Mitchell defined the attitude of
the Nationalist Party towards hours and

Mr. Hanlon.]

have_ carefully perused_the news-
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wages gencrally, with especial reference
to the Railway Department, and gave a
pledge that wages would not be reduced.
nor hours increased, nor retrenchment, if
the Nationalist Party were returned to
power.”’

Mr. Crayron: You have backed two losers

already, you know.

Mr. HANLON: I will now give you a
winner. This is an extract from the  Tele-
graph 7 of 6th April. Mr. Tedman, the pre-
sent member for Maree, speuking at the
South Brisbane City Hall, said—

“The statement that the Country-Pro-
gressive Nationalist Party will reduce
wages if returned to power is one of the
most diabolical lies uttered.”

Here is the same gentleman, speaking at
Mowbray Park. This also is a starred report
in the ¢ Courier.” It is headed ‘“ A Delibe-
rate Lie”—

“"They had distributed untrue litera-
ture, not telling what they had done,
but what would be done if the
Nationalists were successful. They had
said in these pamphlets that the Opposi-
tion would reduce wages and increase
hours. This was cntirely untrue.”

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Quite true.

Mr. Crayrox: Don’t forget what your
party said at Emu Park.
Mr. HANLON: I have not had time to

look up the reports of speeches of the hon.

member for Wide Bay. Mr. J. McLennan,

the endorsed Nationalist candidate for Forti-
tude Valley, said—

“The idea of a wage reduction could

be dismissed as a ‘ bogy’ ??

GoverNMENT MEuBERS : Quite true.

Mr, HANLON : He continued—
*which I do not think for a moment you
can consider correct.”
Mrs, Longman, the hon. member for Bulimba,
is reported as follows:—

“ The principle of the Moore Party—
that the wages of the working man should
not be reduced, although thev were quite
willing to reduce parliamentary salaries
—was cchoed by Mrs. Longman.”

The principle of the Moore Party was that
wages would not be reduced.

Mr. Thatcher, the endorsed Nationalist
candidate for Brisbane, speaking at the
Leichhardt Street State School, as reported in
the ¢ Courier” of 3rd May, had this to say—

¢ The McCormack Party in onc of its
lving pamphlets said that the standard
of living, as well as wages and hours,
would be attacked if Labour failed to
secure a return to power. Mr. Moore
had definitely stated that these vital
matters would not be attacked.”

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Quite true.

Mr. HANLON: Lir. Hill, the hon. mem-
ber for XKelvin Grove, speaking at Swan
Hill. as reported in the ¢ Telegraph”™ of
2nd May, said—

‘“He emphatically denied that the
party intended dismissing public ser-
vants, reducing wages, or lengthening

the hours of labour, and appealed to his
audience to change the Government.”
ITe had better tell that to the public servants
to-day.
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

[Mr. Hanlon.
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Mr. HANLON: Mr. Macgroarty, the
present  Attorney-General, speaking at the
South Brisbane City Hall on 5th April, as
reported in the “ Teclegraph ” of 6th April—

“assured his hearers that there will
not be any drastic retrenchment of the
public service. This is a bogy created
by the other side.”

Some_ of these public servants are already
carrying the bogy.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :
has been dismissed.

Mr. HANLON: Mr.
Northgate and Banyo—
“ Repeated that his party was not a
party of low wages and long hours. A
low-wage community was a law-ipending
community, which was entirely opposed

to their ideals and aspirations.”
Some of these gentlemen could write »

very nice story of ideals and aspirations
to-day.

Tell us one who

Sizer, speaking at

Then the Treasurer is rveported in the
“ Courier ” of 2nd May last, as follows:—

“ Mr. Barnes referred to the Premier’s
(Mr. McCormack’s) assertion that the
proposed reduction in members’ salaries
was the prelude to a reduction of wages
of the workers. He warmly denied that
such was the intention of his party, and
declared that his party stoed for arbi-
tration.”

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. ITANLON: One can quite easily
understand the indignation with which the
hon. gentleman denies the charge.

The hon. member for Nundah is also
reported in the ¢ Telegraph’ of 2nd May
as having spoken on the subject. This
extract is necessarily a long one, as the hon.
member usually takes much longer than any-
one else to explain himself—

¢ Mr. Kelso said that from now on to
election day, a tirade of misrepresenta-
tion would be indulged in by Labour

against Mr. Afoore and his party. The
Government would employ the same
tactics as theyv had done at the last

election and would try to play on the
fears of the electors, by telling them
that if the Opposition Party were
returned to power, they would reduce
wages, lengthen the hours of labour, and
abolish the Arbitration Court.

“Mr. Kelso also said that Mr. Moore
had emphatically stated from time to
time during this campaign that he and
his party would do nothing of the sort.”

GoverNMENT MeMBERS : Iear, hear!

Mr. HANLON: I am pleased to see that
the hon. member for Nundah as well as
muyself accused the Premier of having made
this statement—

“He reitcrated the promises made by
Mr. Moore that nothing in the nature
of the suggestions made by the Labour
Party would be given effect to.”

Mr. KeLsn: Hear, hear! Quite truc!

My, HANLON : In addition to my state-
ment that the Premier definitely promised
that there would be no wage reduction or
attack upon working conditions, we have
the assurance of the hon. member for Nun-
dah that the Premier gave that promise.
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I would now quote the remarks of the
Deputy-Leader of the Governmeat, as
reported in the  Telegraph ” of 2nd May—

“ The Government had indulged in a
policy of wvilification and abuse of the
members of the Opposition and their

policy. They said that if they (the
Nationalists) were returned with a
majority, they would reduce wages and

the standard of living, notwithstanding
that such statements_had becen emphatic-
aily denied bv Mr, Moore and members

of his party.”
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Mr. HANLON: The hen. gentleman also
joined with Mr. Kelso 111 stating that they
Lad no intention of rcducing wages.

Mr. Cravron: What are you driving at?

Mr. HANLON : In case the Premier might
adopt the view that a great number of the
electors m the country are taking—that hon.
members’ pledges and statements before the
election could ret be believed—it would be
advisable to read a few of the statements
made by the Premier himself, as reported
in the “ Courier” of 3rd May last—

“ OxLY BOGIES.
‘‘ LABOUR CONTENTION.
“Mr. Moore at Mackay.
“ 30th April.
¢ The Labour Party’s contention, ¢ that
there would be a reduction of wages,

Hear, hear!

and a lengthening of hours, 1f the
Opposition were returned to power,” were
only bogies’ declared Mr. Moore in a

stirring speech to a crowded meeting at
the Britannia Hall to-night
The report goes on—

‘¢ What kind of a Government, what
kind of an idiot, would to-day suggest
retrenchment and a reduction of wages?
No one would be so absurd as to want
to reduce the purchasing power of the
individual. We want to increase, nol
to reduce, the purchasing power of the
individual. so as improve and maintain
conditions.” **

It sounds very nice after tbe hon. gentle-
man’s assurance the other evening that he
had told the people that they would have to
be prepared to bear some of the losses in
industry.

Mr. EDWARDS :

Mr. HANLON:

He did not say that at all.

Then at Rookhampton,

as reported in the “ Telegraph ’ of 3rd Max
last, the Premier said—

“Mr, Moore said that all sorts of

bogies had been raised by Labour

including the idiotic statement that if
the Nationalists were returned theve
“ou.d he a reduction of wages; and an
inereass in working hours. They were

all ‘moomhmo’ v
The ** moonshine” is burning some of cur
unfortunaic people of Queensland to-day!
Speaking at Gladstone, as reported in the
“ Telegraph ” of 4th May, the Premier

gaid 1 —

“The outstanding feature of the
Tabour policy. Mr DMoore added, was
the number «f bogics raized in an en-
desnvour to stampede the electars and
to frigh{en back to the Labour camp the
many who undoubtedly had drifted.
¢ Do not be so silly as to take any notien
of this “moonshine,”” Mr. Noore
said.”’

GoOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

[25 SEPTEMBER.]
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Mr. HANLON: The electors now realise
whom they were silly enough to take notice
of. As reported in the * Telegraph” of Tth
May, the Premier said at Gympie:—

“Humbug’ was the description
which Mr. DMoore applied to the Labour
pamphlets that, while Labour stood for
high wages, the Opposition was out to
down the worker. ‘Do not be misled
by such ridiculous trash,” he said. ‘It is
forcign to my 111tontlom and to the
m*em]ons of my party.’

‘' Why,” he asked, ‘should any in-
& Jllgont person wish to reduce the pur-
chasing power of the people? A high-
vage country meaps a  prosperous
country if it is properly governed, and
we want to sce Quecusiand presperous.”

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. HANLON: The hon. =ntleman
quotsdl an extract from a speech made by
him at Ipswich, by which he endeavoured to
conver to the ‘House the idea that he had
not assured the people that they were pro-

tected frem a reduction of wages. He
quoted a portion of the speech, which gave
the tmpression to the Chamber that he

and
to the
without

assured that meeting that all wages
conditions would be left entirely
Board of Trade and Arbitration,
any protection against reduction,

Here is an extract from the same specch,
which throws an entirely different light on
it, as reported in the “ Courier” of 9th
May'—

‘The Premier (Mr. McCormack) is
trying to mislead the electors with a dis-
tortion of facts, to make pcople afraid
that the Opposition would reduce wages
and lengthen hours.

“Ie (Mr. Moore) would tell the elec-
tors that wages -and hours should be
feft to the Arbitration Court and that
would be the case if bis party got into
power . . .

“It would be extraordinarily foolish

for him to reduce wages and thus lowel
the purchasing power of the workers.”

That illustrates pretty effectively what the
Premiecr told the people at Ipswich.

Here is an extract from the ¢ Telegraph
of 1st May, reporting what he said at a
meeting at Mackay:—

‘“ Mr. Moore said that the bogy of
Labour organisation was that if the
Opposition were given power there
would be a reduction of wages and a
lengthening of hours. ‘You will go
back to 19157 was the cery to gull the
electors . .. These fundamentals in
industry arc fixed by the Arbitration
Court, and the awards are based on the
statistics of the Federal Statistician. A
change of Government will not alter the
basis of fixation. The Arbitration Court
will still retain its power. Any sugges-
tion that it will not is a bogy raised to
stampede the peeple . . . It is ridieul-
ous piffic—the election scare of a party
whose policy is barren—to say that my
party is out to reduce wages.”’

In the **Telegraph ™ of 6th April, the

Premier is reported as having said at South
Bual)ane —

“ Drastic remedies were necessary to
rectify this ‘condition of affairs,  but
these drastic remedies, if his party were

Mr. Hanlon.]
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returned to power, will not include
retrenchment . . . It is the intention of
his party to give every man the right
to hold his job.”
Myr. Ksrso: You are a long time getting
to your subject.

Mr. ITANLON: I am getting to it at a
rate quite satisfactory to myself, although I
think it is very unsatisfactory to hon. mem-
bers opposite.

Those arc words quoted from the reports
of speeches made by the Premier, the Deputy
Premier, three of his other Ministers, and
many members of the party opposite. They
definitely assured the pcople that there
would be no retrenchment, no wage reduc-
tien, no inecrcase in hours.

Nor were the people assured from the
platform only; they received these assur-
ances through the press. Here is a copy of
a full page from the <* Telegraph’ of 8th
May—a big advertisement showing the
Premier, apparently, smashing the Opposi-
tion with his fst, and the words, ¢ Definite
pledges *’ in big type:—

“ DErINITE PLEDGES.

“The Country Nationalists definitely
stand for * No reduction’ in the standard
of living.

(Rigned) A. E. Moore.”
And under that again:—
€ £2.000,000 for 10,000 jobs.”

with the signature, “A. E. Moore.”” There
we have the signature of the Premier to
both those statements in an advertisement
inserted in the daily press.

In addition to those advertisements, I
should like to call the attention of hon., mem-
bers to the press statement appearing on the
front page of the ¢ Courier” on 10th May
last—a statement that does not appear in an
advertising colminn—a statement that is not
an advertisement, and one that has not the
authority of any individual. The only
authority given in the paper is the authority
of the Premier, “ A. To. Moore, Leader of
the Country-Progressive National Party,
Parliament House, Brisbane.” That is not
an ordinary advertisement. It was the final
appeal of the Premier to the people, and this
final appeal is over the signature of the
Premier on the front page of the ‘“ Courier.”
This is the final appcal—

“The main object of the new Govern-
mert in Queensland will be to create
conditions which will promote harmonious
relationship in industrr. T believe such
can be accomplished. In the meantime
1 pledge my party to make available
£2.000.000 for the relief of the present
distressful conditions of the large army
of unemployed and their wives and
families. I feel confident that my pro-
posal will provide work and wages in the
place of sustenance and Government
rations and remove existing obstacles to
industrial peace.”

That was his reason for asking the neople of
Queensland to support his party. The state-
ment adds—
“T ask vou, thercfore, to vote for the
candidate pledged to supnort the policy
of the Country-National Party.”

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

[Mr. Hanlon,
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Mr. HANLON : There is the definite state-
ment—

“In the meantime I pledge my party
to make available £2,000,000 for the relief
of the present distressful conditions of
the large army of unemployed and their
wives and families. I feel confident that
my proposal will provide work and
wages in place of sustenance and Govern-
ment rations and remove the existing
obstacles to industrial prosperity.”

A GoverNMENT MemBEr : He said he would
make the money available.

Mr. HANLON: I also mentioned that, by
means of “ dodgers” distributed throughout
the country and by means of speeches from
the public platform, the party opposite,
including the Premicr, pledged themselves
that there would be no wage reduction. I
have here one of those pamphlets showing
the promise made by hon. members opposite.
It says—

“ When McCormack tries next week io
stampede you by appeals to your fear of
the future,

REMEMBER
his propaganda is based on a miserable
lie.

THE TRUTH

is that the Country-Nationalists are defi-
nitely pledged to uphold the present
standards of living.”

GoveErNMENT MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!
Mr. HANLON : It concludes—

“Your future is safe in the hands of
Moore.”

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Quite right.

Mr. HANLON: I now refer to the state-
ment made by me to which the Premier took
exception. Te faithfully promised the people
from every platform in Queensland, through
the press, and by means of ““ dodgers” that
there would be no retrenchment and no wage
reduction. He also promised that there
would be no increase in the hours of labour.
I have repeated the promise by the Premier,
by his responsible Ministers, and by a host
of members of his party word for word. I
have produced not only the advertisement in
the press showing the promise of the FPremier
to provide £2,000,000 for 10,000 people, but
I have also quoted a definite press statement
under the signature of the Premier from
Parliament House that he would make avail-
able that £2,000,000 for the relief of the
present bad conditions. In addition. I have
produced ¢ dodgers” distributed throughout
the country wherein the party opposite
pledged the people that they were out to
uphold the present high standard of living.
I have proved entirely my statement made
on the Address in Reply debate, to which
the Premier took exception last Thursday
night—a statement to tho effect that, after
reading the speeches, the ‘“dodgers,” and
the publications in the press, there can be no
doubting the fact that the party opposite
faced the people with the pledge of no wage
reduction, no retrenchment, and no increase
in hours.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. HANLON: In going through these
notes it was refreshing to note that the
Premier admitted the foolishness of reduc-
ing wages.
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During the course of the same speech
delivercd by me on the Address in Reply 1
had occasion to point out that the policy of
reducing wages meant a reduction in the
purchasing power of the people of Queens-
land which would have a very serious effect,
not only upon the businesses of this ecity,
but upon the prosperity of our farmers in
the country.

I pointed out how the present high price
of butter and other primary products was
maintained, despite the fact that these goods
were selling at a lower price overseas, and

I pointed out that the consuming
[3.30 p.m.] publié¢ were quite willing to pay

that higher price or the world’s
parity for their products, provided they were
in a position to do so. They took the broad
view that it was desirable to keep the
country in as prosperous a condition as pos-
sible, and I am pleased to sce that the Pre-
mier stated that he did not favour reducing
the purchasing power of the sovereign.

Mr. EDWARDS: You  sacked them
altogether.

Mr. HANLON: I have also a speech
reported in the ““ Daily Mail” as having
been delivered by the hon. member for

Toowong. but I will not bother reading it
because we all know that at times the hon.
member would say anything.

Mr, MaxwELL: You are the wage-reducers.
. Mr. HANLON : The ** Queensland Times,”
in its issue of 29th April. contains a report
of a meeting held at Ipswich which was

attended by the Attorney-Gieneral. The
“Times " statos—
“Mr P. Cassidy asked Mr,

Macgroarty what would be his attitude
if the Arbitration Court increased hours
from forty-four to forty-eight. Mr.
Macgroarty said he would do all in his
power to bring them back again.”

The Attorncy-General in this Fouse gave us
the assurance that at the first available
opportunity he was going to “ringbark” the
Arbitration Court, whereas the Premier tells
us that he is committed to a repeal of the
44-hour working week. It will be interesting
to see how the Attorney-General fares when
the Premier introduces that legislation, and
whether the Attorney-General will take action
to bring the hours back again. The situation
that has now developed is this: If hon. mem-
bers opposite have the courage of their
convictions—the Premier gave them credit
for that courage the other evening—there
would not be one of their number alive,
as they would have torn one another to
pieces. The Premier and other members of
the Ministry have endeavoured to create the
idea that the fixation of wages and hours
should be left to the Board of Trade and
Arbitration, and that legislation would be
introduced to do so. They entirely neglect
to note the remark of the Attornev-General
about “ringbarking’” the Board of Trade and
Arbitration. They are endeavouring to creato
an atmosphere amongst the people that it
is their firm belief that the Board of Trade
and Arbitration should be the sole guthority
to fix wages and hours and define conditions
of employment.

Mr. W. Forean Suite: The court can
only fix wages according to the powers
conferred upon it.

Mr. HANLON: From time to time the
attitude taken by hon. members opposite
has been that they will have nothing to do
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with the fixation of hours and wages. The
Premier has given us that assurance in
this House; but, while he tells the people
outside that he will not have anything to do
with the fixation of hours and wages, and
that the Board of Trade and Arbitration
alone will do that, he assured the House
the other evening that, owing to the dis-
tressful state of the country, the workers
will have to reconcile themselves to bear a
portion of the sacrifice which all parties will
be called upon to bear to put the State on a
sound economic basis, The only sacrifice the
workers can make is in their wages, and
can any one tell me that since May last
the Board of Trade and Arbitration has
taken steps to bring about a reduction in
wages. Where has the suggestion of a reduc-
tion of wages come from? Not from the
Board of Trade and Arbitration. It has come
from parties outside the court. A reduction
in wages was foreshadowed by the Premier.
The Government have warned the people to
be ready for a reduction in wages, although
no action has been talen yet to bring that
about. How can we reconcile the statements
made by the Government to-day with their
attitude at the election—that they were not
going to interfere with wages or hours?

Mr. Krrso: Where did you get hold of
that argument?

Mr. HANLON: Tt is the argument of the
hon. gentleman and his colleagues that they
are not going to interfere with the Board of
Trade and Arbitration. There is no applica-
tion before the board for a reduction of
wages or for any alterations of wages: vet
hon. members opposite say that wages are
going to come down. (Government dissent.}
People throughout the city are discussing
what sort of reduction is coming about. In
fact, business people are saying in every

quarter that no reduction under 10s. per
week will be of any value to industry.

Mr. MaxweLL: That is not so.

Mr. HANLON: The Premier left no

doubt in the minds of the people during the
election campaign that he would not inter-
fere with the standard of living in Queens-
land; yet he said quite frankly the other
night thet it is his intention to repeal the
Basic Wage Act. If the hon. gentleman is
not going to bring about a reduction of
wages, why repeal the Basic Wage Act, which
does not prevent the Board of Trade from
increasing wages or leaving them stationary?
The only effect that the present Basic Wage
Act has is to prevent any reduction, and the
Premier must have something in his mind
now.
Mr. Epwarpg: He never said thai.

Mr., HANLON : Whether the hon. gentle-
man says that wages are to be reduced by
the Board of Trade and Arbitration or not—
nothing is before that board at present—we
are assured now of a wage reduction, and
the Premier knows what the reduction 1is
going to be. Hon. members opposite know
how the board is going to reconstituted.
(Government dissent.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HANLON: If you talk to any busi-
ness people in the city, you will find that
the consensus of opinion is that no reduction
of less than 10s. ‘per week will be of any
benefit to industry.

Mr., MAXWELL:
business people.

You never talk to any

Mr. Hanlon.]
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Mr. HAWLON: Ilon. gentlemen opposite
bave convicted themselves. Whether the
Board of Trade and Arbitration wants it or
not, a wage reduction and an increase of
hours will be inflicted on Queensland, despite
the pledges made to the people, and despite
the Premier’s expression of opinion that hon.
members opposite have the courage of their
conviciions,

The SECRETARY FOR PTUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You are reflecting on the judges.

Mr. HANLON: Now that the Deputy
Leader of the Government is in his secat, [
might remind him that he sat here the other
evening and heard the Premisr sar that no

promise had been made that a reduction of
wages would not take place. During the
hon. gentleman’s temporary absence from

tho Chamber T read a report of a meeting at
which he addressed the residents of Salisbury
stating that there would be no reduction of
wWagos——

The SECrRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It is a matter for the Board of Trade and
Arbifration.

Mr. HANLON: And that the Premier
had definitely and emphatically denied that
a wage reduction would follow the return
of his party to power.

Mr, King:
kind.

Mr. HANLON : It is reported in the proes:.
Tt is due to hon. members themselves and
for the preservation of the dignity and
honexsty of this Parliament that they should
immediately correct reports which arve unfair
oy untrue. It would be interesting, however,
10 hear what the reporter of the ¢ Tele-
graph ” had to say on the accuracy of his
report of that meeting.

Mr. Kern: There has been no wage reduc-
tion. What are you talking about?

My, Kirwan: Four
Railway Department.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, HANLON: Unfortunately for himself
and for his own reputation, the P remier has
made an issue of the promise of £2,000,000
and 10,000 jobs. The hon. gentleman denies
the vesponsibility for that statement. Ilon.
members on this side have quoted a state-
ment issued in the press under his name that
he would immediately make available
£2.000,000 and provide 10,000 jobs.

My, Beanp: You did not quote anvthing
of the sort.

Mr. ZIANLON: A good thing cannot bo
said too often, so I shall repeat it. Tlm is
what Rnpeared in the front page of the

" Courier’

I never said anything of the

days a week in the

“ CouxTtrY-NarioNan Vorz.

“The main object of {he new Govern-
ment in Queensland will be to create
conditions which will promote har-
monious relationship in  indunstry. T
believe such can be accomplished. In
the meantime I pledge my party to
make available £2,000,0600 for tho rolief
of the present—"’

The most definite word in the article is the
word ¢“ present.”’

My, Braxp: You said the word ¢ imme-
diately > a moment ago.

[, Hanlon.
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Mr. HANLON:

“to make available £2.000,000 for the
reliel of the present c‘iailewful condi-
tions of the large army of unoumlo‘ ed
and their wives and familios.

Under the Flections Act all electionenring
matter has to be signed, and the only
signature accompanying this statement 13
that of “A. X. Moore, Leader of the
Country-Progressive \atxom‘hct Party, Par-
liament Housc Brizbane.” Since th: Pre-
mier makes an issue of the matter and denies
the responsibility of that statement, I think
it is up to him to tell us who made the
promise if he did not. If wo are to believe
that the Premier did not make this sledge:
that he did not authorise the insertion of
1haL message by the Brishane Newspaper
Company, Limited ; that he did not auth011~e
the ivsertion of thoso big advertisements in
»11 the daily papers; and that he did not
authorise the statements made by his fol-
lowers on every platform around Brisbane.
The hon. member for Maree, speaking in
my own electorate, made the announcement
with regard to the £2.000,000 loan, and
said——

“This 1s not an idle boast. An
announcement will  be mado by Mr.
Moore in the course of a day of two.”

He was a prelty good prophet. In this

Chamber the Premier deunltdv denied having

made that pledge. It is due to this Parlia-
ment and to the people of Queensland to
krow who has authority to insurt advertise-
ments in the press over the Premier’s name—
who has authority to give official statements
to the press and sign the Premier’s name to
them. Are we to believe that the Premier
is a mere cipher for the Employers’ Federa-
tion? What body, in defiance of the Premier,
can publish in the press definite pledge%
(‘()Inmlttlnﬂ‘ his party definitely to do cer-
tain things and thus secure the votes of
many thou:ands of electors? And then the
Premier walks into this Chamber and denies
the vesponsibility for it! If the Premier
denies that he made that pledge in good
faith, or denies that he made the pledge at
all. it is due to the people of Queensland
and due to the honour and reputation of
this Parliament that we should know who
did make i, and what steps he has taken
to see thuat the party will not carry on the
advertised policy of the Government no
longer, because 1if the party responsible for
these advertisements were able to issuc
instructions to Mr. Moore as Leader of
the Opposition, we have no reason to doubt
that they can issue Instructions to Mr. Moore
as Promier of Quecnsland. We have no
other alternative but to believe that the
policy of the Government is dictated by
somebody outside of Parliament who is not
responsible to the people and not resnonsible
to members of this Iouse, and such an
intolerable position should not be permithed.
T never thought such a state of affairs
existed: and 1t is only on ihe Premicr’s
statement that we can judge it. I can only
form the opinion, in_ common with other
men experienced in politics. that the present
Preomicr toured Quf\cmhnd secyre in  the
mﬂhdon(’p of defeat—secure in the knowledge
that his party was going to be defeated :md
in that belief, he made remarkable sfato:
ments in order to sccurc votes for his unfor-
tunate followers.

Speaking at Paddington, in answer to a
question asked by one of the audience as to
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swhat would happen to the * Golden Casket”
if the Opposition were returned to power,
the Premier made the reply that he did not
think the ‘ Golden Casket” was a good
thing, but, if he swas rveturned to power,
he would leave it as ir was. 'That is rather
a peculiar statement to rome from a gentle-
man who desired to govern the country—
that. in order to secure the votez of the
people, he would leave as it wus a thing
which he believed to be cvil.

1 have absolutely proved the truth of my
statements in this Chamber, and I have
proved that the people of Queensland voted
for the party opposite believing that their
pledges and promises would be faithfully
carried out; and hon. mombers opposite are
iz honour bound to make some effort to
protect the people of Queensland from a
violation of the election pledges given by
the Prenier,

Mr. COLILINS (Bowcnr): 1 desive to say
a few words before vou leave the chair.
Before proceeding with my address, I want
tn express my regret at the death of the late
hon. member for Marvborough, Mr. D, Weir,
who =at alongside me in this Chamber last
Thureday afternoon. It goes to prove that
in public lifc men who ave conscientious, as
the late hon. member for Maryborough was,
sacrifice their lives, as it were, in the public
interest.

My reason for speaking this afternoon is
that I have a grievance, not only in con-
neetion with my own electorate, but in con-
nection with North Queensland and Queens-
land in general. There has been considerable
discussion in this Chamber and throughout
the country, as reported in the press, in
reference to an agrcement entered into by the
ex-Secretary for Mines, the hon. member for
Paddington, on behalf of the late Govern-
ment, and Mr. Sleigh, who carries on business
in Melbourne as a commission agent, and
also as an exporter of coal. I want to
define my own attitude on this question,
because no one has ever accused me of
running  away from anything which I
thought was the right thing to advocate, and,
as 1 had a good deal to do in connection
with this matter, as the ex-Sccretary for
Mines knows, I wish to quote a speech I
made, which is reported in ‘° Hansard,” vol.
exlix., 1927, page 191—

“1 desire to iake reference to a para-
graph dealing with coal which appeared

in  the Speech delivered from the
Throne—

The coal section of the industry is
making satisfactory headway. Pro-

duction more than keeps pace with the

requirements of the State, and efforts

arec being made by the Government
to foster an export trade. Last year

1.221,000 tons were raised, valued at

£1,100,000, as compared with 1,177,000

tons, valued at £1,000,000, won during

1925.

“That paragraph refers to the fact
thet the Government are endeavouring
to create an export trade in coal. That
is quite true. The Government have
made arrangements with Mr. H. C.
Qleigh, a large exporter of coal from the
Commonwealth, with a view to his
organising an export trade in connection
with the Bowen State coalmine. T have
had a number of interviews during the
last two or three vears with the Secretary
for Mines, and I have pointed out to

19292 1,
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him that, if we are to organise an export
trade in coal, we must have cheap coal,
or, in other words, that the coal will have
to be exported at less than the cost of
production. The Government agreed to
lower the price of coal for export, but in
my opinion the price has not been lowered
sufficiently to enable us to catch that
trade. The Under Secretary for Mines,
in forwarding me a letter, enclosed part
of a report to his department made by
Mr. Sleigh. He points out in that repors
that the principal competitor in the coal
trade is South Africa, especially Natal,
and the port of Durban. He refers to the
fact that the South African Government
give o rebate of 8s. per ton on every
ton of coal exported from South Africa.
The result of that rebate is that the coal-
owners in South Africa are able to
deliver coal alongside the ship at Durban
and Natal at 125, 104d. per ton as com-
pared with 16s. 4d. at Bowen, or 3s. 5id.
per ton less than we can deliver it
alougside the boat at Bowen. It is no
use thinking that we are going to com-
pete with other countries in the export of
coal unless we do something on the
lines I have just outlined. I trust my
remarks  will reeerive attention from
the Government, and that, whilst they
have lowered the price of coal for expor
purposes, they will give consideration to
the further lowering of the price. The
figures quoted by me in reference to the
paragraph in the Governor’s Speech prove
nothing. At the same time we want to
know the position of the men engaged
in the production of that wealth. Un-
fortunately, the miners on the Bowen
coalfield, both in the State and privately
owned mines, have only had work for
two or three days a week since last
Christmas.

“Mr. Brand: That has happened all
over Quecnsland.

“Mr. Corrins: Yes. It is quite true
that we have an abundance of coal.
It is in the ground; but it is of no value
until it is taken out of the ground. I
advise those hon. members who preach
so much about economics that they should
commence to study that subject.”

That quite clearly defines my attitude in
1927.

A peculiar position has arisen since the
advent of the new Government. On Tues-
day, 27th August, the hon. member for
Cook, pursuant to notice, asked the Secre-
tary for Mines certain questions, which,
with the answers, are reported as follow in
“ Votes and Proceedings ” :—

‘“1. What arrangeriicnts ware made by
the late Govermmment in respect of the
sale of coal produced at State coalmines?

2, Were agents paid by salury or
commission ?

3. What are the names of the agents,
the quantity of coal sold by each, and the
rate and total carnings, vrespectively,

stating periods?
““4. Has action been taken towards
terminating any of such contracts or

appointments?”’
The Secretary for Mines replied—

“1. to 4. (a) The late Government
appointed an agent named F. Dyrne to
attend to local sales at Bowen and
Townsville at a salary of £7 per week

Mr. Collins.]
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and expenses. He is also provided with
office accummodation. Action is being
taken to terminate this appointment as
unnecessary: (b) for a term of three years
from 24th May, 1927, Harold Crofton
Sleigh, of Velbomnﬂ was by aguemeut
with the Secretary for Mines appointed
the sole and exclusive agent of the
Quecensland Government for coal pro-
duced at the State coalmines at Collins-
ville, ncar Bowen, required for bunkering
overseas vessels and for export, saving
only contracts then existing. Under this
agreement Mr, Sleigh is empowared to
demand 500 tons of the usual merchant-
able quality of coal every twenty-four
hours, delivered on trucks at Collinsville,
at the following prices:—

s, d.
Best scrcened coal, per ton 14 0
Run-of-mine coal, per ton ... 12 0
Screened small coal, per ton 11 0

The obligations under the agreement are
all on the Government, the agent merely
being called upon to ‘use his best endea-
vours to extend the sile cf the said
coal.” The rates charged to the Railway
Department for coal obtained from the
mines in question are the same as those
charged to shipping companies and
others, but the agent got a concession
which has averaged 5s. per ton, and for
the past year was of a total value of
£6,884, although he purchased only
27,402 tons, as against 62290 touns pur-
chased by the Railway Department, The
average price to the agent was 1ls. 5d.
per ton, whilst cost of production for the
year 1927-28 averaged 13s. 10d. per ton.
Comparing the sale pnce to the agent
with the usual selling price, the conces-
sicn to the agent was really a selling
commission of 30.6 per cent. The agree-
ment contains no provision for its can-
cellation, other than at the end of the
first twelve months if either party should
then, from any cause whatsoever, con-
sider that it was not sufficiently profitable
to continue. The cancellation of this
contract is at present being considered,
as any action taken to that end w111
require parliamentary confirmation.”

The sting is in the last sentence. I hope
Parliament will never do anything which
will injure what we have been ordeavommﬂ
to build up—an export trade from the Bowen
State coalmines.

On the same day the hon. member for
Cook, without notice, asked the Secretary
for Mines arother question, which, with
the reply, is reported thus—

“ Was the 'Lgreement for the sale of
Bowen coal to Mr. Sleigh formu-
lated in :Lccordance Wlth the recom-
mendations of any responsible official of
the Department of Mines?”

The Secretary for Mines replied—

“The terms of this agreement were
reported upon by Mr. J. Stafford, super-
visor State ccalmines. - His report, dated
19th March, 1927, contains the following
passages:-—

Proposal 4 deals with prices, and
from present costs it is 1mpos<1b1e to
sell screened coal or run-of-mine coal
at the prices mentioned. For the
twelve months ending June, 1926, the
average cost of producing weas approxi-
mately 14s. 6d., and the lowest cost was

[Mr. Collins.
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12s. &l. per ton. The main reazon for
this is governcd by the amount of

umnleable coal (duff or slack), and
this has to be charged against cost
of production. This quantxt* varies
according to_the amount of screened
coal sold, and any increase in screened
coal orders (export coal would be
mainly screened) increases the amount
of slack tbat has to be put to grass,
and necessarily increases the cost of
production.

{t is impossible to reduce present
prices of 20s. screened cnal and 16s.
unscreened coal unless an outlet is
found for slack, and the present posi-
tion does not lend itself to favour the
encouragement of ssreened coal sales.’”

1 gave notice of the following motion for
4th September i —

“That all papers relating to the con-

tract entered into by the Mines Depart-

ment with Mr., H. C. Sleigh, of Mel-

hourne, be laid on the table of the
House.”
The Minister called * Not formal” te that

motion, with the result that the papers were
not laid on the table of the House.

Mr, Braxp: You saw the papers at the
Minss Department.

Mpr. COLLINS: Never mind; I am telling
the truth. Later, in reply to a question, the
Minister informed the Mouse that hon.
members could peruse the papers at the
department. In company with {he hon, mem-
ber for Mundingburra, I paid two visits to
the department, and we devoted altogether
three hours to tlhie perusal of those papers.
In replying to the question asked by the
hon, member for Cook, the Minister, when
quoting from the report of the supervisor of
State coalmines, omitted a very important
paragraph, which I propose to read to the
House, The Minister quoted these words—

* This quantity varies according to the
amount of screened coal sold, and any
increase in screened coal orders—"

Export coal would be mainly screened.
*“increases the amount of slack that has
to be put to grass, and necessarily
increases the cost of production.”

He omitted to quote these words,
followed immediately after the word
duction ’—

< If an outlet for slack were available,
then costs would be considerably reduced,
und the incwased output by export irade
would also lower cost of prode kCthh, as
overhead charges are constant and are
dividable by the output.”

The Minister said that he quoted only what
suited his own purpose, and to some extent
I agree with him, because most members of
Parliament do that. Ths Minister omitted
to quote that portion, which had a most
important bearing upon the whole situation.
When it was brought under the notice of Mr.
Sleigh that the statement had been made
that he had made a profit of over £6,000, he
immediately took action. He wrote to the
Premier protesting against the statement
that had been made that he had made a
prefit of over £6,000, and, T believe, under
instructions  from  the -Premier to the
Secretary for Mines, that letter was pub-
lished in the press. It appeared in full in
the ¢ Daily Mail,” the “ Telegraph,” and
the “ Daily Standard,” but, so far as my

which
13 pro-
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memory serves me, it did not appear in full
in the “Courier.’” I do not intend to quote
the whole letter, being content to quote
extracts from it, but I have mentioned the
papers in which it appears in full, so that
hon. members may follow me if t‘ley wish.
Neither the hon. member for Mundingburra
nor myself was able to discover anything
wrong after examining the papers In the
Mines Department. The extracts that I pro-
pose to quote from Mr. Sleigh’s letter are
taken from the publication of his letter in
full in the ‘“Daily Standard” of 6th Sep-
tember—

[4 p.m.]

“ After some considerable discussion
the prices of Bowen coal were fixed as
follow : —Best screened coal, 14s. per
ton; run-of-mine coal, 12s. per ton;
screened small coal, 11s. per ton. Subsc-
quently unscreened small coal was added
to the list, the price being fixed at 9s. 6d.
The foregoing prices are free on rail at
the mine at Collinsville, and to which
has to be added rail frolght on bunker
ccal 2s. 9d. a ton, and on cargo coal
2¢, 4d. g ton. In addition, the follow-
ing charges are payable to the Bowen
Harbour Board :—

* (Cargo Coal.—Wharfage, 3d.; harbour
due, 3d.; cranage, Is.

“ Bunker Coal.—Cranage, 1s.

“ Labour charges on the wharf at

Bowen amount to approximately 1s. a
ton on both cargo and bunker cosl, and
this charge does not include cost of trim-
ming or any labour on board ship in
loading coal.

“ At the outset of this business it was
found to be extremely difficult to secure
orders, and during the first seven months
no orders were booked, although the coal
was extensively advertised  both in
Furope and in Australia. From Ist
January to 20th June, 1928, sales of coal
began, the total quantlty of cargo and
bunkers shipped in this period being
5903 tons 2 ewt. From 1st July, 1928, to
30th June, 1929, a further increase took
place, the total quantity shipped beinz
27,279 tons 15 cwt. From lst July, 1929
until 24th August, 1929, the total quan-

tity shipped was 9,811 tons 4 cwt., and
there is_at present on order, but
unshipped or in course of shipment,

17,680 tons.

“NET PROFIT or £568 16s. 9d.

“T would point out, in conseguence of
my cfforts to increase the sale of Bowen
State coal, that since the contract was

entered into, forty-four steamers have
called, or are due to call, at Bowen for
the purpose of loading coal, and that

each one of thesc vessels has expended
several hundred pounds in stores, etc.,
during her visit. It would appear from
the newspaper report referred to that
some exploitation of the Mines Depart-
ment at my hands has taken place. I
wish, Mr. Premier, most emphatically to
deny such is the case, and from the
enclosed statement you will ascertain
that the profits made by me are as
follow : —

¢ From 24th May, 1927, until 30th June,
1927, there was an establishment loss,

most!y created by advertising charges, of
£352 8s. 2d4.”
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I now lay a booklet on the table of the House
for the information of hon. members, as an
example of the methods adopted by Mr.
Sleigh in advertising the Bowen State coal all
over the world. Hon. members can see that
it is a booklet well got up, nicely printed,
excellently illustrated, and showing that Mr.
Sleigh was making a conscientious endeavour
to assist Queensland to create an export
trade for her coal. The letter continues—

‘““From 1st July to 30th December,
1927, there was a further loss of £168
11s. 8d., while from 1st January, 1928,
to 30th June, 1928, despite the fact that
5,095 tons 2 cwt. of coal had been shipped
in this period, there was an additional
loss of £186 1s. 6d. Up to that point my
total losses in establishment, ctc, were
8707 1s. 4d. in actual out-of- poclxet
expenses, without taking into calculation
any salaries or overhead expenses of any
kind.

“From 1st July, 1928, to 3lst Decem-
ber, 1928, which is half the period
referred to in the statement made in
Parliament, 1 made a profit of £256 16s.
6d., and from 1st January, 1929, to 30th
June, 1929, I made a profit of £1,019
1s. 7d. This profit was made on 27.279
tons 15 cwt. of coal shipped, and after
deducting previous losses from profits
made in the periods referred to there
remains a net profit of £568 16s. 8d.,
which represents 4.217d. a ton, which can
hardly be looked upon as an extraordi-
nary remuneration for the work that has
been put into this business, covering two
and a-half years, and which makes no
allowance for salaries or other overhead
expenses.”’

Further on in his letter Mr. Sleigh suggests
that the Premier should appoint a quahﬁed
‘accountant, if he so wished, to examine his
accounts in relation to the transactions
regarding the purchuse of Bowen coal.

The SPEAKER: Order! I would draw
the attention of the hon. member for Bowen
to the manner in which he is conducting his
argument, which is quite contrary to palha,~
mentary practice and the correct procedur:

I have in my hand a ¢ Manual of the Prac-
tice, Procedure, and Usage of the Scuth
Australian  Assembly,” by Mr. E.
Blackmore, and the following is an extract
which is relevant to the matter which the
hon. member is now discussing:—

“There is no rule of debate more
clearly established than that it is irre-
gular to anticipate and raise a discus-
sicn upon any matter which is to come
on at a later period.”

I would like hon. members to pay particular
attention to this—

“ Greater latitude of dcbate is allowed
on the motion for going into Committee
of Supply than on any other question;
but even in this casc it is irregular to
discuss the details of any Bill to be con-
sidered, or any motlon of which notice
has been given

There are two notices of motion on the
business-sheet—one in the name of the hon.
member for Bowen, and one in the name of
the hon. member for Herbert—both dealing
with the Sleigh agrecement. I would ask the
hon. member for Bowen not to continue
debating on the lines on which he has been
procecding, as his action is irregular and

Hon. C. Taylor.]
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contrury to parliamentary procedure. I have

given my authority.

Mr. COLLINS: Do I understand, Mr.
Speaker, that I cannot deal with the Bowen
State coalmine and with the cxport of
coal?

The SPEAKER: The hon. member can
deal with the Bowen State coalmine and
with the export of coal as much as he likes,
but net in connection with the Sleigh con-
tract, which has been introduced into the
debate, Lecause a nctice of motion stands in
the name of the hon. member himself—
that all the papers relating to the Sleigh
contract be laid on the table of the House;
whilst a further motion, standing in the
name of the hon. member for Herbert, is
that a select committec be appointed to go
into the whole transaction. Therefore, the
discussion in that particalar direction at this
stage is out of order. The hon. member
may refer to the export of coal as much as
he likes, but he cannot rvefer to the terms of
the contract entered into with Mr. Sleigh.

Mr. COLLINS: I am a little handi-
capped, Mr. Speaker, inasmuch as the Pre-
mier said that he did not intend to give an
opportunity to discuss my notice of motion.
During the twenty years that 1 have been in
this House I have never seen a member
interfered with in this way in connection
with a motion—‘ That vou do now leave the
chair "—to go into Committee of Supply.
However, I have to bow to your ruling,
because you, not I, are in command of this
Chamber, At any rate, it places me in a
very awkward position.

Mr. Branp: You have no grievaace at all.

Mr. COLLINS: I have a real grievance.
T will obey Mr, Speaker’s ruling, mnot the
hon. member’s. Having been allowed to
proceed so far, one can understand that the
whole of my speech has now been spoilt by
vour ruling, Mr. Speaker. (Government
laughter.)

Mr. Crayrox: Who cares?

Mr. COLLINS: My electors care.

Mr. Epwarps: You were putting up a
bad case.

My, COLLINS: Not at all—I was putting
up a good case. It is ruled that I can con-
tinue to make reference to the export of coal
from Bowen. Well, My. Sleigh comes into
that without the Sleigh agreement at all.

A GoverxmeNT Mever: My word, he
does ! (Government laughter.)

Mr. COLLINS: And I am puzzled as to
how to proceed.
The TREASURER : Give it best !

Mr. COLLINS: I have muever given a
thing best in my life. My point is that there
are three factors in connection with the
export of coal from Bowen, and I hope the
Treasurcr will pay a little attention to me
now. A new jetty and an up-to-date crane
have been built at Bowen.

We have had built at Bowen a new jetty
and, in this connection, on the 18th Septem-
ber, I asked the Treasurer this guestion:—-

Laughter.)

“ Bowex HaRBOUR BOARD.
1, What was the total cost of erect-
ing and equipping the new jetty at
Bowen?

[Hon. C. Taylor.
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2. What is the amount of ths annual
intercst _being charged by the Treasury
to the Bowen Harbour Board in connce-
tion with the capitalisation mentioned
in 17

3. Has the Bowen Harbour Board
met its obligations to the "Treasury in
this connection?

“4. {Ias there been any increase in
trads to the port of Bowen since the
completion of the new jetty, and what
is the cstimated amount of such increased
tracde? ”’

The Treasurer replied—

“1. A loan of £217,597 1s. 11d. was
granted fo the Bowen Harbour Board.

‘2. The annusl instalment of interest
and redemption on the loan is £13,560
5s. Gd.

3. No.

“4. The revenue collected by the
Bowen Harbour Board from all sources
during the years 1925 to 1928 was as
follows :—1925, £9,640 18s. 20d.; 1926,
£11,723 7s bd.; 1927, £10,513 15s. 5d.;
1928, £12,442 5s, 2d.”

It will be noticed that there is an increase
of nearly £2,000 in the receipts of the Bowen
IHarbour Board, brought about by the export
of coal fromm Bowen. There are three
factors to be considered in regard to export
of coal. One 1s the Bowen Harbour Board;
and, if we are going to increase the export
trade, that harbour board will be able to
meet ite liabilities to the Treasury. At the
present time we have a Government in power
that is talking about finding work for the
unemployed. This is one of the methods
for finding work for men who work on the
waterfront. Hon. members sitting on
the otlier side of the House claim that they
are business men, and, therefore, they will
know what the fact of ships coming to Bowen
for coal in increased quantities means to the
business people of Bowen. It means in-
creased business to the town of Bowen.

Mr, Baaxp: Trimming costs are very high
at Bowen,

Mr. COLLINS: The latest report from
the Bowen Harbour Board shows that they
are loading coal at Bowen cheaper than at
any othcer place in Australia.

Mr. Braxp: That is not true.

Mr. COLLINS: It is true, and the hon.
member cannot deny it. Let me quote the
opinion of Mr. Shepherd, the chairman of
the Bowen Harbour ijoard—a gentleman who
ought to be well known to members ¢pposite
as well as to members sitting on this side,
because, on the death of the late Senator
Givens, the present Premier moved that Mr.
Robert Shepherd be appcinted to fill the
vacancy in the Senate created by the death
of Senator Givens. This is what Mr. Shep-
hierd s=4id, as quoted in the Bowen ¢ Indepen-
dent”? of 14th September :—

¢ Mr. Marshall said, before the meet-
ing closed he would like, on bchalf of
the other members of the Board to
welcome Mr. Shepherd back, and ex-
pressed a hope that he had had a sue-
cossful trip and that he was in very
gcod health,

“The chairman thanked the members
for their expression of good will. He
was pleased to ses everything going
on well. Mr. Marshall (acting chair-
man) having satisfied him on this
point on his return last week. He had
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made many inquirics whilst on  his
trip and in India found that the jute
mills were getting coal at 1ls. per ton
delivered at the furnaces. At Singapore
it was 24s. per ton landed. The coal
camce  fremm Durban and they bhad rno

nope of placing coal at any of those
places until big alterations were made.
He saw some very fine piers at Ilar-
soilles, Dombay, and Caleutta, but sn
far as any en)ecnl jetty was concerned
he didn’t see anything better for its size
than the new pier at Bowen eitiier &
the method of construction or the work
vight through. If ths work had cost
more by day labour they had at least a
very substantial structure, As regards
the crane, he had discussed the question
with nen who were in a position to
criticise and was satisfied it could do the
work for some time to come. Ther
had nothing to fear in that direction,
and the only trouble was there was not
sufficient work for it.

Mr. Shepherd is well qualified to express
an opinion. I know that he is as anxious
as any man could possibly be to build up
an export trade to cnable him to meet his
due to the Treasurer. The only way it can
be done is by encouraging an export trade,
which I mentioned earlier in my remarks
when quotmg an extract from mv speech
delivered in this Chamber in 1927. How can
we compete in the world with our coal when
South Africa is giving the bountr stated

=1

by the hon. member for Burrum the other
night—and I take his figures as being
correct ?

‘Ir BraxD: They are correct.

COLLINS: The hon. member guoted
the bOuan paid in South Africa as being
8s. 6d. per ton on coal exported. That is
the kind of competition we are up agamct
What was wrong on the part of the late
Labour Government in their action—and all
honour to them—in reducing the price of
coal below the cost of production to cnable
us to get an export trade? What has it
meant in other directions than with respect
to the prosperity of Bowen? Take, for
instance, the railway from Mecrinda to the
Bowen coalficld—a distance of 48 miles cdd—
which cost a little over £600,000 to construct.
We established a State coalmine there, and,
through the shipments from that coalmine
since 1ts inception, we have saved the Rail-
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what the department would have had to
pay for coal had it been brought from else-
where. That is a marvellous tmng for any
Government to do. This export trade means
a further increasc of work at the Bowen
coalfields. I can remember in 1927 when
the miners were only averaging about three
days a week the whole year round.

Dealing with the railway, on 10th Sep-
tember last I asked the Secrctary for Rail-
ways the following questions:—

“ 1, What are the railage charges for
the carriage of coal from the State coal-
niine at Collinsville to Bowen Jetty for—
{«) coal for bunkering vessels and for
interstate use; and (b) coal for export
purposes ?

2. What revenue was received by the
Railway Department under cach of the
headings mentioned in (1) on account
of coal carried by the railway during
cach of the financial vears 1927-23 and
1923-297”

The Sccretary for Railways replied—

1. () 2s. 9d. per ton; (D) 2s. 4d. per
ton,

wo

Bunkering
interstate

Export
Hon. members will notice the increase in the
earnings of the railway in connection iwitl
the export of coal. In 1927-28 it was only
£306; vet in 1928-29 it had reached £2,709.
That means more work for the railwavmen.
I have pointed out how it increased work
on the waterfront, increased the work on
our railways. and increased work in our
State coalmine. :

It time will permit, I would like to_quote
a few figures in connection with the Bowen
State (oalmmo~qocaus0 these questions are
all linked together—but I would ask the
permission of the House that they should go
into “Ilansard ” without my reading them.
They are to be found on page 152 “of our
“ Votes and Procecdings.”

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasurc of the
House that the figures the hon. member
desirves to quote shall be printed in ¢ Han-
sard 7’ without being read by him?

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

way Department £300,000 compared with My, COLLINS: These are the figures—
D | .
L@ @) ‘ (c) (d) (e) i
. ! s —| . |
Period. Pro- Total Cost of | Average ' Interest to . Depreciation.| Royalties. Profits.
i duction.| Production. @ Per Ton. i Treasury.
i ! |
|
, Tons £ s 4, s d £ s d, £ s di £ s d: £ s &
1-8-17 to | 2,110 From | . i
30-9-22 Development | \
1—%(())—2620%9 ‘ 49,620 | 83,600 0O 11 2 16 .s 11,022 2 311,024 5 7! 548918 8
1-2-023;(‘3)4 74,866 | 61,600 17 4 16 55 83,635 6 0 ;1,967 i8 3 |1,804 5 4 238 11 4
30-6-2 ;
1-?}—02%3%07 ¢ 80,135 | 57,964 17 4 14 56 406112 7 /1,066 0 012,016 4 1 8141 14 2
ol-0-4a ! '
1 2-02_%%06 i 119,785 | 84,119 11 4 14 05 3,604 12 9 38,166 12 8 3,166 12 9114,368 116
1-73-02%%07 106,481 | 80,382 4 & 15 1.2 2836 ¢ 1:2,766 9 5 12,754 16 1) 6,079 14 8
1-';—02'%1;78 - 114,802 79,191 7 ¢ ‘ 13 93 2516 9 10 2,961 19v 1 ‘ 562815 2| 8070 2 &
1-’%—02%1;)9 ‘ 129,100 | 90,345 3 4 .13 119 2,250 13 10 i3’227 10 1 13,455 0 2 4,718 17 10
| | : f
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That is a very interesting table. It goes
to show—I have had to add up the figures
rayself—that the complete plOddCthll of the
mine since its inception has been 676,899 tons.
In addmon we have a privatsiy owned mine
situated 3 miles 10 chains away which, sincs
the corapletion of the railway, has produced
197,424 tons, or o total plouuﬁtion from the
two mines of 874,323 tons.

Onn of the arguments that has been used
against lowering the price of coal for
is that it was not a payable proposition.
Yet we find that the State coalmine has paid
in royalties since its inception £22,839 1¢s.
2d. Every ton of coal taken out of that mine
to-day pays Is. per ton royalty to the Depart-
ment of Mines, and every ton taken out of
the privatels owned iine pays a similar
amount. The privately owned mine has paid
in royalty £5,268 14s. 4d., or a total between
the two mines of £28, 103 133, 6d. That sum
could not have been paid but for the fact
that those mines have been able to export
40,000 to 50,000 tons of coal. which otherwise
would have remained in the 01'\und Had
that coal not been taken out of the ground,
the Crown wonid have reeeived in 1ov1h1r
over £2,000 less than it actually did roceive

I regret very much that we have had to
have this discussion. I was under the impres-
sion that the duty of a Government was to
cncourage that mine and the glex’cﬂr export
of coal, to permit of the greater employ-
ment of ocur own people. My teaching may
have bheen wrong because economists some-
times do teach you wrongly, but I was taught
that the greater ithe production the less the
cost of production, because the overhead
charges arc reduced proportionately. The
point I want to make is that, if the coal
had not been taken out of the ground, where
%t has no val is is only by the application
to it of human labour that it is made valu-
able—this amount of royalty would not have
Leen paid. The Bowen State coalmine shows
a tctal profit of £47,207 0s. 10d. since it:
inception, in addition to which it has paidl
in depreciation £17.077 11s. 8d.. and interest
to the Treasury, £18,955 4z, ‘Ld There 1s
nothing like 1t in the whole history of
Queensland. There is no mine which has
done so well after paving ils interest and
depreciation and royvalty charges.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
has exhausted the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders.

At 4.28 p.m.,

The Crarraax of Cowmirtees (Mr. Roberts,
Fast Toowoomba) relieved the Speaker in
the chair.

Mr. BRASBINGTON (Balonne): 1 desire
first to express my sincere regret at the pass-
ing of my good friend, the Tate Mr. David
Weir, T was privileged to know the late
gentleman fairly well, as I was in compauy
with him here for scme time. One of the
outstanding features of the late gentlem=n
was his high family traditions, and the fact
that at all times he set a good example to
others by the fine moral life that he lived.
I feel sure that this House will be much
poorer as the result of the loss of Mr. Weir.

I desire to refer to the statcment made by
the Premier during the course of his remarks
last Thursday nwht He took exception to
hon. members on this side referring to an

election promise that he bad made, and,
when moving a vote of thanks to the "Prime
Minister, Mr. Bruce, at the Exhibition Hall

[Mr. Collins.
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on Monday night, the hon. gentleman
repeated the rvemark that he had made in
this Chamber last Thursday. Ide said that
at no time did he make a definite promise
that he would make available the sum of
£2,000,000 for the relief of the unemployed
in this State. What did the Premier actually
say? 'This statement appcared in the Bris-
bane ¢ Courier ” of 10th May, 1928—

“ FINAL APTPEAL.
“ COUNTRY-INATIONAL DPPARTY.

“The main object of the new Govern-
ment in Queensland will be to create
conditions which will plomote harmoni-
ous relationship in industry. In the
meantime I pledge my partv to make
available £2,000, 000 for the relicf of the
present distresstul condition of the large
army of unemployed and their wives and
families.

“ (Signed) A. E. Moore.”

That is a very deflinite statement, and I, for
one, want to know why the Pxemxer does not
intend to honour that promise. The making
cf that promise was one of the greatest
u\amplea of the exploitation of the miseries
of the unemployed ever known in this State.
No political party in the past ever endca-
voured to secure the reins of government oy
exploiting the miseries of those who were
“down and out.” The hon. gentleman con-
sistently states that he did not make the
promise. As the Premier is an honourable
man and one who expects us to accept that
statement, will he inform us who did make
the statement that £2,000,000 would be made
available, if he did not make it? I want to
know who was respousible for the signature
of the Premier appearing under that state-
ment. Apparently someone at Terrica
House was responsible. Apparently the
Premier is so despised at Terrica House tuat
they will use his name without consulting
hite. That is a very serious matter; and I
suggest—in fact, 1 demand—that the Govern-
ment shall at least be fair to their promise
and make this money available. I also
demand that a full inquiry be made into
the st ztcment appearing in the ¢ Brisbane
Courier,” and, if anyone is responsible for
using the swna‘cure of the Premier unfairly,
then 1 sufmest; that the law be brought to
bear on that person. I wish to add that
hon. mombers on  thie side intend very
definitely to keep this question before the
people of Quecnsland. We intend to leep
the matter prominently to the front until the
people realise what a lot of promise-breakers
now occupy the Treasury benches, and until
this promise-breaking (overnment collapse
like a house of cards,

[4.30 p.m.]

Another grievance that I have against the
(xo.velnnmnc is that they plommed the
peonle that under no consideration would
wages be reduced or hours increased.

In that connection it is very necessary that
wo should make a survey of the activities of
the Government since they returned to
power. I want, firstly, to deal with the sus-
pension of the rural workers’ award. This
award was suspended without any reference
to the legal rights of the parties governmed
by the award. If this award was to be
susperded, it was the dutr of the Govern-
ment to suggest to the party desiring its
suspension to make application to the Board
of Trade and Arbitration and have their
application dealt with in a proper and legal
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manner, If that had been done, the workers
of this State would have more respect for
the Government than they have at present.
How can we expect the workers of this State
to honour and respect the principle of arbi-
tration and conciliation when we find the
Government—the first authority in the land
—fouting mxd trampling down that very
principle? Hon. members ov)poalte are con-
tinually preaching that the workers on all
occasions are prepared to break awards and
disregard conditicns imposed by the Board
of Trade and Arbitration. T submib that by
their own action a few momhs ago, in sus-
pending the rural workers’ award without
any veference whatever to the Board of
Trade and Arbitration, they have created
a precedent in that respect This is a matter
of great importance, and I say very defi-
mtaly that the Government’s action has
struck a death blow at arbitration. As a
matter of fact, the matter will be carried
further. I heard the hon. member for
Gympie say here the other day that if he
had hs way he would press for the abolition
of all awards relating to primary industries.
In other words, he suggested that the
workers engaged In the shemung industry in
Western Queensland would have to work for
the same rate of wages that many of the
employess in the rural industry are receiving
to-day.

Mr. Crayrorw : He did not say anything of
the sort, and you know it.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. member
for Gympie suggested .that awards relating
to primary industries should be abolished.

Ir. Crayron :

Mr. BRASSINGTON: If the hon. mem-

ber for Gympie were here 1 would still say
the same.

Don’t misquote his remarks.

Mr. Cravron: I won’t let vou.
Mr., Hynes: He said all primary awards.
My, Crayroxn: He didn’t vefer to the

award relating to the shearing industry.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The shearvers are
governed by an award of the Board of
Trade and Arbitration, and every hon. mem-
ber will admit that the pastoral industry is
a primary industry,

I asked the Secretary for Railways a
number of questions some time ago relating
to the employment of farmers on railway
construction and main roads works, and I
suggested that these men, who own farms,
were receiving award rates of pay, and while
50 employed were employing men on their
farms at wages ranging from 10s. to 15s. per
week. The xcnlv the hon. gentleman gave to
me was of a side-stepping nature. Ie asked
me to produce proof. If he wants proof
that what I stated is happs‘nmﬂ then he has
only to peruse letters appearing in the daily
press.

The SecrETARY FOR RALwavs: There is
nothing in them.
Mz, BRASSINGTON: It is a matter

which should ke investigated. The result of
the abolition of the rural workers’ award is
very clearly scen by subsequent happenings.
A statemont appeared in the press the
other day that a married man with a
family had tramped out into the country
and secured a position on a farm. and that
the wage offered was £1 per week and find
himself. He had to work ffty or sixty
hours a week. That is what hon. members
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Their action has resulfed
£1 a

opposite stand for.
in men being engaged on farms for
week and find themselves.

Mr. Maugr: Can you give preof in sup-
port of that statement?

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I suggest that tne
hon. member should be a little more indus.
trious, read the daily newspapers, and see
complaints to this effect himself.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Is it a signed statement?

Mr. BRASSINGTON: In concluding my
remarks on this subjeet, I would urge the
Government to be fair to the most unfor-
tunate section of the commumt] Before
carrying this matter further, let them insti-
tute an mqulry into the conditions of the
rural workers throughout the State. I ask
for justice for those workers, because of all
the workers in the State they occupy the
meanest level possible; and, if the Govern-
ment are not prepared to stand up to their
responsibilities and play fair by these pecple,
then they have not penoured their election
promises, and hoave again gone back on the
many pledges given danncf the election cam-
paign.

A remarkable featuve of the Government’s
activity since thoeir return has been the policy
of retrenchment that is being put into effect.

Mr, MaxweLL: Where?
Mr. BRASSINGTON:

asks me where!
Mr. Maxwern: And you cannot tell us

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The Secretary for
Railways has admitted that a number of
men have been dismissed from the railway
service; that the staff of porters at the
Central Station has been reduced; and that
other employees on the pcrmanent staff of
the department have been removed from the
service. What a remarkable policy for a
Government to pursue who were returned to
power on a promise to rvelieve unemploy-
ment ! In the face of that policy, how can
they honestly claim that they are playing
fair by the people of this Qtate? Let me
carry the argument a point further: Hon.
members opposite say they have not inter-
fered with wages and conditions, but, in
face of the pozition of the thousand con-
struction workers now employed for four
days a week at a wage of £3 4s., can they
honestly say that it is fair and just?

The Ss5CRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY:
You sacked them every time after an elec-
tion.

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I deny that.

The SECRETARY FOR LABODR AND INDUSTRY :
We can prove it

Mr. BRASSINGTON: In the second place,
it is not what we did that matters; it is
what the Government are doing, because
they are on trial, and it is up to them to
stand up to thelr responsibility. Many of
these unfortunate construction workers were
unemployed for a long period prior to their
employment on present ‘works.

Mr. CrayToN: Prior to the last election.

Mr. BRASSINGTON : When they went on
the construction work they were very deeply
in debt, and thought that they would receive
a wage at least sufficient to enable them to
keep their families and to get out of debt.
What did they find? They were only there
a few weeks when the Government .cduced
their wages to £3 4s. Is it a

The hon.

member

per week., Is

My, Brassington.)
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fair and reasonable proposition that any man
should be asked to support a wife and family
on the miserable wage of £3 4s. per week,
particularly when it is remembered that
many of thesc men contribute for the upkeep
of homes situated a long distance from
their place of employment? The pcople out-
side will remember the promises made by
hon. gentlemen opposite—the promises, for
example, of the Attornev-General and the
hon. member for Maree, who, speaking at
Ipswich, sald that under no circumstauces
would they favour a reduction of wages.
Mr. Tepyan: Neither we do.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I would like to

know what they did in the party meceting,
and whether they are prepared to condemn
the Government they now support. If thew
arc not prepared to do that, the people out-
side will know that they have besn neither
true to their principles nor faithful to their
trust—that, now that they have got to power,
they have sold their principles for the sake
of keeping an incompetent Government in
office.
_ This «ll-important question of arbitration
is at present agitating the minds of the
people of the Commonwaalth, We all know
the proposals of Mr. Bruce and what will
nhappen if the Bruce-Page Government is
again returned to power. When the Premier
spoke here the other night he told hon.
meimbers that, if they made a sacrifice in
their wages, the working people outside
would also have to make a sacrifice.

Mr. MMaxwrir: You are romancing.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The Premier can
be congratulated on his candour in this
regard.

Mr. Maxwril: He never made any such
statement.

Mr. BRASBINGTON: It does not sur-
prise one to hear the Premier making such
a statement when we look around and see
the campaign that is now being conducted
throughout this country in an attuck on
arbitration and in favour of a reduction of
wages and a general decline ir the workers’
conditions,  Firstly, there has been an
agitation by hon, members opposite, by the
Emplovers’ Federation, and by the press of
this State. All these forces are arrayed
against the Labour party and against the
workers of Queensland. On top of that, we
find the Attorney-General’s very remarkable
statement thet his Government would ring-
bark the Arbitration Court of this State.
I shall have more to say about that later on.
We also remember that the Premier of this
State recently aitended a conference of
Premiers in the South, and also attended onc
of the seeret sessions, where no doubt he and
the other Premiers, as well as the repre-
sentatives of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, definitely arrived at an agrecment to
destroy arbitration and leave the workers
in the power of the employzr. Then we
had a secrct meeiing of employers and the
Secrctary for Labour and Industry. We do
not know what transpired at that confereace,
hut we do know that Mr, C. W. Campbell,
speaking last night cn this industrial gues-
tion said—

¢ With regard to the State Act, Mr.
Sizer has promised relief in many
directions, recoguising that there were
too many restrictions on induslry and
the principle that thase engaged in in-
dusiry were the best judges of what was
best for the industry.”

[Mr. Brassington.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

That i: a very definite statement, and I can
only interpret it to mcan that the Bmployers’
Trederation were the best persons to ks in
control of industry, and that they will then
approach the Secretary for Labour and
Industry and suggest shat the Government
should “attack arbitration, bring about =
reduction of wages, ineresse hours, and
generally make worse the conditions of the
vorlers of the State. 1t is a very strangce
coincidence that hon., members opposite have
alivays preached that doctvine, It is also
a strange coincidence that the Prime Minis-
ter of the Comonwealth is now appesling
to the people on that same issue. And it
is also very strange that just afier the
Trime Minister delivered his policy specch
tho report of the Royal Commission ou the
Uonstitution should he made public. This
Roval Commission on the Constitution 13
comprised mostly of Nationalist Party
hacks—mon who have been behind  the
Nationalist machine for yecars—men who
were a nuisance, and were found a job on

that commission. They received general
instructions befove they went to w01;§< on
that comriission, and, &«fter the Prime

Minister’s policy speech was delivered, the

report of the commission was made public,

obvicusly {o impress fho poople of this
country.
Mr, MaxweLL: You are as bad as Billy

Hughes.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I am glad to think
that the hon. member for Toowong is pre-
pared to place me anywhere near ‘Ehe_hpn,
member for North Sydney. The submission
of that report was a very definite and unfair
advantage to take in this election campaign,
and I say that those tactics are worthy of
the parties opposed to Labour, because on all
occasions they can be relied on to take ths
nicanest advantage possible.

Mr. Kznso: You know that is untrue.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I know it is truc.
Before I leave this very important questior
T might point out

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
A few facts.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. gentle-
man talks about facts—he is rather a stranger
to facts. I was going to say how this scheme
will work. The Commonwealth Government,
1 understand, propose, if the verdict is In
their favour on 12th October, to place the
responsibility for the conducting of arbitra-
vion tribunals on the shoulders of the State
Parliaments. This Government outlined a
policy to the people which embraces what
they termed “ round-table conferences.”” The
futility of round-table conferences can be
seen by the successive confercnces summoned
by Sir Wallace Bruce, the Mayor of Ade-
laide, to try to bring warring factions in
industry together. Most of those conferences
wore a failure. I suggest that the round-
table conferences indicated by the Govern-
ment will also be a failure.

Mr. Epwarps interjected.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: T know they will
be, because I have had experience of dealing
with employers like the hon. member for
Nanango. The round-table conferences will
be a failure, and the dispute will then be
sent on to the Board of Trade and Arbitra-
tion, which, to use the classical expression of
the Attorney-General, will be a “ringbarked”
court. I think the personnel of this court
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will be two representatives favourable to the
interests of those opposed to the working
classes and one representative in favour of
the workers. Naturally, any dispute referred
to such a tribunal would be unsatisfactorily
solved, chaos would occur in industry, and,
generally, the working class would be held
responsible.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
Commonwealth court?

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The present Com-
monwealth Government dispensed with the
smvmes of judges and appointed in their
place party supporters such as Senator Drake-
Brockman, Judge Lukin, and Judge Beeby
—men who were anmvomstlc to the working
class—men who gave awards unfair to the
workers in the different industries, with the
vesult that we have had disastrous sirikes
and the country has suffered thereby.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That is a reflection on the judges.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. gentle-
man says it is a reflection on the Judges
Then he believes, apparently, in the principle
of political appointments.

The SBCRETARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
No.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: When men are
appointed who have no industrial experience
—men who do not understand industrial
questions—is it any wonder that their awards
have failed and trouble has occurred through-
out industry in this country? I believe that
behind  all  this aon“uonAbchmd all these
1uspncd statements appearing in the press—
these inspired spceches by the Prime Minis-
ter and hon. members opposite, there is a
desire to go back to the days before indus-
trial organisation was known in this State—
io the days when the ‘“open shop ” was in
force.

What about the

In case hon. members opp051te should mis-
understand what I mean by the * open shop,”’
3 want to say definitely that it stands for all
that is bad as regards the exploitation of the
working class. Tt stands for sweated labour,
miscrable conditions, and the enslavement of
the working class; and I want to support
my contention by 1efer11ng to some of the
things that are happening in America
to-day. I desire to refer to the famous
delegation which went from this country at
the request of the Prime Minister to invosti-
gate American industrial conditions,

The delegation returned from America and
submitted a majority report suggesting that,
a3 far as possible, Australia should copy
American methods in industry. Even the
gentleman who made the statement to which

I referred a few moments ago—Mr.
Campbell

Mr. MaxweLL: That is not the same gentle-
man.

Mr. BRASSINGTON : Well, a Mr. Camp-
bell was on the delegdtlon I apologise to
the one T have quoted, if he was not. The
Mr. Campbell who was on the delegation
was whole-heartedly in support of introduc-
ing American methods into this country.
Several vears have elapsed since that report
was received, and in the meantime the
Commonwealth Government have laid the
foundation for the change from our fine
Australian conditions to conditions similar
to those which prevail in America.

In case hon. members opposite should he
confused on this point, let me quote a few
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facts to convince them of what the ‘““open
shop” would really mean to the peopl‘ of
{his State. The history of the American
system has become widely known for its
brutal, (:oercive methods. I quote first the
coal strike in Pennsylvania and Illinois,
where an attempt was made by the employers
to reduce wages to a low level. The miners
went on Rtnl\ﬂ and the employers used
against them the law and all the forces at
thelr (1151 wosal. These were the State militia.
tha “Coal and Iron Police.”” These, along
with machine-guns, batons, and every other
form of suppression Lnown in the civilised
world, were used. The miners were out for
two years against that brutal system, and in
the ond Lhey were crushed. During that
strike there was a massacre of the \\01L1ﬂg
class at the mining town of Herrin, Illinois.
These bruatal constables, the State militia,
fired on them, and killed and wounrded tquite
a number of innocent persons.

Then we have the strike of the oil operators
in California. Probably no blacker passage
than this has cccurred in the history of the
world. These men who were being exploited
and trampled in the dust made a fight for
better wages and conditions; and against
them were arrayed the laws of the State -
and Federal Governments and every coercive

measure that could be brought into the
fight. Tt was a common practice for the
pohc in California to make against the

union leaders charges so xerious and unfair
as to send men to the electric chair unjustly—
as in the case of Mooney, a noted Labour
leader in San Francisco. Ilis case stands
out as an instance of what anti-Labour per-
secution in America will stand for. He was
charged, convieted, and sentenced to the
clectric chair. Successive appeals held up
Moods’s execution, and some years after-
wards—I think five—it was discoversd that
he was innocent. The same applies to men
who were oxecuted last vear, Sacco and
Vangetti-—men who were prepaxod to stand
up and fight for the rights of the workers.

Mr, Manre: Do you justify
that?
My, BRASSINGTON :

the electric chair.

Murderers !

They were sent to

My, MaBER: Ave you justifying murder?
Mr. BRASSINGTON: If you will ask
hon. memberz on the other side, Mr.
Spezker, to give me a hearing, I will say

that those two men were arraigned for the
South Daintree murder. They were con-
vieted hecause they were Labour leaders in
the State of Massachusetts—(Government
discent)—and executed despite the fact that
another person under sentence of death, who
was a member of the gang that committed
the murder, signed a definite statement that
those two men had ncthing to do with what
was known as the South Daintree murder.
Onc was an honest shoeman and the other a
fish-hawker. They stood for the rights of
the working class. Hon. members opposite
mav ask what this has to do with us. I am
endeavouring to make the point that, if thev
had their way, thev would 1ntroduf’e the
American system into this country, when it
would have a lot to do with us. I r9f61 also
to the fight bv the Moetal Polizhers’ Union
against the Chicago Shafting CompanyA
puople who manufactured the Cooper combs
and ecutters used in Australia by Australian
workers.  These men were fighting against
what was termed the Yellow organisa-
tions.” Ther were fighting against “ open

Mr. Brassington.]
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shop 7’ methods, and they appealed to the
workers of this country not to buy these
combs and cutters.

We also have another definite case—that of
the miners in the iron mines in the State of
Nevada., The moen also employed in smelt-
ing works under desperate conditions and
low wages. They were compelled to work in
a frlrrhtful climate, working sixteen hours a
day under conditions under which men could
not live more than six to seven years at that
occupation. This place was renowned as the
worst place in America. It possessed the
highest mortality rate.

T think I have submitted sufficient to show
the result of the American system, which
would be introduced into this country if hon.
members opposite had their way. Before
leaving the =u‘bjcc‘L I desire to quote sevpra]
statements from *“ Let Freedom Ring,” a
very r2markable work by James Garfield
Hayes, a leading American barrister. This
man was connected with the coal werkers’
strike, and he details the position and the
methods used in the litile village of Vinton-
dale, in Pennsylvania. Here are some of
the extracts—

‘¢ Where shall we go? was the next
inguiry. That scemed to be a matter of
indifference.  Somerset county, where
union organisers were arrested on sight;
Cambria county, filled with State
wroopers and coal and iron pclice, orga-
nised to maintain order with machine
guns, clubs, and rifles. We'd get the
same reception anywhere. ¢ What’s the
toughest town?’ ¢ Well, there’s Vinton-

dale; we haven’t been able to get near
the p1ace T
Approaching Vintondale, Iayes described

the following : —
““On the piles and other points of van-
tage are mounted powerful searchlights

to warn off strangers at night. Machine
zuns? No doubt. An armed guard
stands near the scntry booth. In the

road are obstructions squarely planted
to hold up traffic.”

Further, he says—
“The coal and

Che e iron police, wearing
awe-inspiring

pii grey uniforms belted with
ammunition, armed with gun and black-
jack, are in chase.”
This is the last statcment I desire to read—
‘A union meeting was broken up in
Du  Quesne, Pennsylvania, and the
speaker arrested. The mayor said that
the Lord himseclf could not speak in Du
Quesne on the Labour question, the
cvident and probably true ,,;umptlon
being that the Lord would be on the side
of the workers.”

Those are some very definite facts concern-
ing the industrial conditions existing in
America which hon. members onposlte and
the Prime Minister desire to iniroduce inte
Australia. In submitting his new scheme of
arbitration to the States, the Prime Minister
forgets the fact that tcn months ago he was
returncd with a deﬁmtn mandate to stand
for the principle of Federal arbitration. He
also forgets the fact that he was a great
behmer in Federal arbitration prior_to the
last appesl to the people. This is what the
Prime Minister had to say—
5 pm.]
“The suggestion was made 11'1t only
two industries—shipping and shearing—

[Mr. Brassington.
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weare the affairs of the Commonwealth.

That, of course, is quite wroug. There

are many other industries that are

nation-wide in their ramifications.”
The Federal Attorney-UGeneral, Hon. J. G.
Latham, said-—

““ There are those who urged that the
Arbitration Court should be abolished
The abolition of the Court would not
solve any problemm.  On the contrary
it would create new plo’j.ems without
any satisfactory mecans of solving them.
There were 143 unions representing
€93,000 unionists, and twenty-seven em-
ployers orgaui tions registercd in the
court and mast of these organisations
werce working in peace under the awards
cf the court.”

Those statements are not mine;
the statements cf the Fede
ter and Attornev-General. They were made
ten months ago. The DBruce-Page Govern-
ment were returned hy the clectors of the
Commonwealth  with a mandate to put
their policy into effect; and now we find
them asking for a mandate to do just
exactly thie op,msxto of what they said ten
months ago! They may make out an argu-
ment for the abolition of the Federal Arbi-
tration Court; but, if that court is abolished,

they are
ral Prime Minis-

industry inn  this Commorwealth will not
improve. It will retrogress. The fact is
obvious that, if you have six State awards
coverinz one indusiry with six different
rates of pay, that ln(lustrv cannot carry
on and expand. Tt is only fair and

logical to assume that whatever might be
Lhe faults of the Federal arhitration system,
it is up to the people of this country to
fight for its retention, and, if passible,
endeavour to improve it

Before cenclading, I want to say that the
TFederal Court can be improved on. During
the last three years something like twentyv-
eight plaint; have awaited the determination
of the Tederal Arbitration Conrt, The court
is not functioning as it should. If it were
functioning in the intercsts of the country, its
scope should be broad eneugh to admit of both
employer and ewmploree having their guev
ances hcal‘d as quickly as posslble and being
sent away satisfied. Instead of asking the
States to accept the responsibility of fixing
hours, wages, and conditions in the mdua’rrv
the Commonwealth Government should take
upon themselves their rightful respousibility,
and extend the powers of the court in order
to permit of claims being dealt with expedi-
tiously and the parties making those claims
sent away satisfied. If the Court were con-

stituted along these lizes, it would be a
great success, It is ve cvident that a
definite arrangement cxiste  between the

(iovernments of the various States and the
Federal Government.

A CGoveexment Mruszr: Your speech is
one appealing to class hatred.

At 5.3 p.m.,

The Sprexenr resumed the chair,

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The Foederal Go-
vernment cannot make out a convinecing

case for abandoning arbitration and con-
ciliation in the Federal sphere. The izsuo
before the people is clear. If they vote for
the Bruce-Page Government, they will place
themselves within the fotters of ‘ndustrial
slavery; but, if they vote for # Labour
Party, they will at least vote for .ittle con-
tentment and happiness to which they are
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justly entitled. This Commonwealth is pass-
ing thlourﬁl one of its darkest ]“erlOd:
Every State, with the exception of Western
Austmha is controlled by an anti Labour
Goverzmert.

The Si¢RETARY
The Government
supporting  Mr.
posals,

Mr. BRASSINGTON: These anti-Labour
Governmewnts are ruling with their policies
of despair. Under the Bruce-Page Govern-,
ment our national Parliament has been
degraded, our national assets depreciated,
and the accumulated. deficits under iheir
regime have amounted to £4,900,000.

The SPTAKKR : Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted his time under the
Standing Orders,

Question—“ That the Speaker
leave the chair ”—put and passed,

FrOR_PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
of Western Australia are
Bruce’s arbitration pro-

do now

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
COMMITTER OF SUPPLY.
(Mr. Roberts, Kast Toowoombda, in the chair)
The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,

Wynnum), who was received with Govern-
ment cheers, said: Mr. Roberts, T am
entrusted with the honour of placing before
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the Committee a review of the position of
the public finances of the State.

The Statement which I am about to read
contains several tables of igures, and I would
suzgest that the Committee consent to take
these tables as read.

It must be realised that, so far as the
transactions of the past financial year are
concerned, very little, if any, responsibility
tests on the shoulders of the present Go-
vernment, as we were nof sufficiently long
in control of matters, prior to the Z0th June
last, to afford opportunity of cffecting any
appreciable influence on the {inances of the
vear.

The Consolidated Revenue Fund on the
30th June last disclosed a deficit of £165,957,
arrived at as follows:—

£ £
Expenditure 16,902,145
Less Teceipts 16, /21 382
Transferred from Surphw
Revenue Trust Fund,
being surplus at 30Lh
June, 1628 .. . 10,566

-~ 186,756,188

Deficm £165,957

The follomrvg tables sbow the receipts and

cxpenditure under the prmmpal headings

as compared with the Budget Estimates in
each case:—

RroripTs, 1928-20,

i |
amTie l Budget | - Over Under
Head of Revenue. ' FEstimate. I Receipts. Estimate. Estimate,
_£ ‘ £ £ £
Commonwealth 1,096,235 | 1,060,22 .. 36,001
Taxation 4,762,000 ! 4,671,652 .. 30,348
Land 1,412,000 | 1,445,558 83,5658 ..
Mining 37,400 | 53,783 16,833 ..
Railways 7,700,000 ! 7,567,281 .. 132,719
Other receipts 1,919,500 j 1,937,680 18,180 ..
Totals 16,867,185 | 16,736,188 61,121 198,068
Under estimate .. .. | £130,047 £130,047
EXPENDITURE, 1028-20.
o 7 . N
. . | Budget | g : : Over I Under
Head of Expenditure. Estimate. Expenditure. | Fstimate. Estimate.
£ £ £ £
Schedules 636,209 631,792 . 4,417
Tnterest on the Public Debt 5,214,595 5,170,948 . | 43,647
Jixecutive and Legislative 23,206 22,460 .. i 746
Premier and Chief Secretary 154,664 159,279 4,615 ..
Home Secretary - .. .. 1,651,181 1,610,631 59,5600 ..
Public Works .. .. .. ot 233,665 228,834 .. 4,831
Labour and Indmtry .. .. .. 51,767 48,190 3,577
Justice .. .. .. 215,263 215,704 441
Treasurer 426,450 443,187 18,787 .,
Public Lands .. .. .. 326,582 305,086 21,449
Agriculture and Stoek .. .. R 182,286 160,333 21,058
Pyblic Instruction .. .. .. 1,639,688 1,636,421 i 3,167
Mines .. .. .. . 68,9556 i 68,479 ! i 476
Railways 6,316,069 ! 6, 20() 801 ! . ‘ 115,268
Totals 17,040,430 | 16,902,145 ! 81,203 | 219,578
Under estimate £138,285 \ £138,285

RECEIPTS.

It will be observed that the sum received
from the Commonwealth is less by £36,001
than the estimate. This is accounted for by
the fact that during the year 1927-28 the Com-

monwealth Government paid the State the
sum of £1,130,769 under the provisions of
the States Grants Act 1927, which was
£34 534 in excess of the sum payable under
the Financial Agreement. The agreement

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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did not come into operation until the 3rd
September, 1928, and its effect was retrospec-
tive to the Ist July, 1927, consequently the
overpayment for the year 1927-28 was
deducted from the payment for 1928-29.

Taxation produced £30,348 less than the
estimute, which is accounted for prineipally
by shortages of £41,486 in income tax and
£6,875 in totalisator and betting tax, which
are set off to some extent by a surplus of
£19,551 in land tax. When taking into con-
<ideration the depressed condition of the
pastoral industry and business generallr, the
receipts from income tax must be regarded
as very gratifsing.

Land revenue was £33,558 over the eati-
mate. This also affords satisfaction, as indi-
cating the stability of the pastoral and
agricultural industries.

Mining receipts were £16,383 in excess of
anticipations, chiefly accounted for by fees
received for prospecting permits under the
Petroleum Act.

I_{aﬂwa_‘:s returned £132,719 less than the
estimated revenue. The amoint received,
£7,567,28;, was £193,329 over the reccipts for
the previous year, which is a considerable

- improvement, and the largest revenue col-
locted by this department in any vear.

Other receipts amounted to £18.180 more
than the estimate. :

The.rpvenue as a whole was £130,947 short
of anticipations. '

EXPENDITURE.

Expenditure was £138,285 less than the esti-
mate. The foregoing table shows the varia-
tions under the appropriation headings.
There are only two instances in which the
outlay excceded the appropriation to any
appreciable extent. These are Home Secre-
tary’s Department, where the excess of
£59,500 is more than accounted for by out-
door relief, which is £78,476 in excess of the
vote, and the Treasurer’s Department, the
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vote for which was exceeded by £16737.
Practically the whole of the latter excess is
accounted for by payments to the Railway
Department for rebate of freight cn starving
stock and fodder, which was £14.834 more
than the provision on the Estimates.

A notable saving was effected in interest
on the public debt. Honcurable members
will remember that, in pursuance of the
Financial Agrcement, the Commonwealth Go-
vernment relieved the States, as on the lst
July, 1929, of liability on account of loans
raised by the Commonwealth for the State:
to an amount equal to the value of the trans-
ferred properties. The late Treasurer, when
formulating his Budget for last year, assumed
that he would be liable to pay to the Com-
monwealth the interest for the period Ist
January to 30th June, 1929, at the rate of 5
per centum per annum on loans from the
Commonwealth amounting to £1,560,639.
being the value of this State’s transferred
properties. The interest was, however, not
pavable until 1st July, 1929, and the Com-
nionwealth Treasurer decided that obligation
to meet the liabilitz rested on his Govern-
ment, and he, accordingly, did not demand
payment from the States. This provided
unexpected relief to the extent of £39,015
in the State’s interest bill.

The Railway Department’'s disbursements
show a saving of £115,268 on the estimated
expenditure. The net charge to consolidated
revenue on account of this department
amounted to £1,605,346, as compared to
£1,630,316 for the previous year. The net
return on the capital invested was £2 3s. 3d.
per cent., which is an improvement of 2s. 3d.
on the return for the previous year.

The following figures, which I regard as
extremely interesting, show the revenue and
expenditure per capita of population for the
vears 1914-15 and 1928-20 respectively. I
should like very much if hon. members of
the Committee would associate these figures
with some figures to be found at the end of
the Statement:—

Year. Population. Revenue. Re(‘;gg}‘t;.l’er Expenditure. 1 %‘;};“@;‘g@‘t‘f
_ i i
. £ I 2 £ [ A2
1914-15 676,707 7,202,658 10 12 10 ~7,199,309 | 1012 9
1928-29 916,689 16,736,188 18 5 2 16,902,145 x 183 8§ 9
| [
| Per cent. Per cent. 1 Per cent. Per cent. |  Per cent.
Increase ! 35-46 132-36 ! 71-59 134-78 ‘ 73:33

I think some further comparisons are also
worthy of mention, as illustrating the remark-
able growth in taxation =v~~ 1915, I would
like these figures also to .afen in associa-
tion with the figures at the end of the

Statement. Taxation produced in 1914-15
£954,457, and in 1928-23 £4.671,652, an

increase of £3,717,195, which is equal to
389.25 per cent., and an increase of £3 13s. 9d.
per head of population.

[Hon. W, H. Barnes.

Interest on the public debt is another
instance of extremely rapid inflation during
the last fourteen years. This charge has
increased by £3,195.307, having risen from
£1,975,581 to £5,170,943, an increase of
161.74 per cont. and £2 14s. 5d. per head of
pepulation. During the same period no les
a sum than £49,871,160 was added to the
public debt, which stood at £112,024,975 on
30th June, 1929. 'The latter figure repre-
sents an addition of 80.24 per cent., and
£54 8s. 1d. per head of population.
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Trust Funps.
The total receipts and expenditure in con-
nection with Trust Funds last year compared
mth the p1ev10us year were as folIOW'—

. .
}197 28, | 1928-29.

£ £
5,994,451 | 6,156,577
5,476,407 | 5,884,066

Receipts .
Txpenditure

The following are the funds in which the
mmest txansaotlons were 1nvolvod —

- gRece?.pts. | Eiﬁigfﬁ'
| 192829, | 190070
: £ i £
Agricultural Bank .. 1 145,430 | 145,652
{entral Sugar-mills £ 1,003,250 | 970,641
Forestry and Lumbermg i 171,183 1 174,407
Harbour Dues . 108,343 ‘ 144,745
Main Roads . i 885,057 ;989,911
Prickly-pear Land COnlIIll:.-i 145,440 @ 151,368
ston | |
State Coalmines .. L. 183,798 | 188,200
State Enterprises 900,926 | 963,284
State Insurance 1,163,842 { 883,423
State Sawmills . 152,719 | 126,001
Unemployment Tnsurance 491,503 | 439,171
‘Workers’ Dwellings . ; 147,405 i 142,866
Workers’ Homes .. | 4064l I 50,407
Agricultural 3ank.—The receipts are
mainly comprised of interest earned on

advances to borrowers, and the expenditure
covers working expenses and interest paid to
the Treasury on loan money advanced to the
bank.

Central Sugar-mills.—Transactions in con-
nection with this fund represent receipts for
sales of sugar, and payments for cane pur-
chases, wages, ete.,, on account of the Tully
and Proserpine Central sugar-mills.

Forestry and Lumbering.—The expenses of
harvesting and marketing State forest pro-
duce are paid out of this fund. The fund is
recouped from sales to the extent of the
expenses incurred, and the balance of the
proceeds of sales is credited to land revenue
under the heading  Timber licenses, etc.”

Harbour Duez.~—Collections at ports where
no harbour boards have been consiituted are
paid into this fund, and disburscments on
account of maintenance dredging, ote., at
those ports are charged to the fund. The
expenditure last year exceeded the receipts
by £36,402. This is due to the heavy cost of
mauintenance dredging in the Brisbane River
for the rcstoration of the normal depths in
dredged channcls, rendered necessary owing
to silting caused by freshets in the rviver.

Main Rowuds.—The receipts for the year
were less than the expenditure br £103,954,
but the fund had a credit balance of £116,452
on the Ist July, 1928. It was, therefore,
+ti}] in credit on 30th June, 1929,

Prickly-pear Land Commission.—The
annual statutory endowment of £100,000 is
paid into this fund. Other receipts are
obtained from sales of poison, ete. Expenses
paid out of the fund are salaries and wages,
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purchase of poison, equipment, subsidies to
local authorities, etc. There was a sum of
£59,177 to the credit of the fund on 30th
June, 1928.

State Coalmiaes.~This fund is credited
with proceeds of the sale of coal and debited
with working expenses, including interes$
paid to the Treasury on capital expenditure
and on the overdraft, if any, in the fund.

State Enterprises.—Transactions in connec-
tion with State ccalmines, Chillagoe smelters,
State sawmills, and Irvinebank treatment
works Go not pass through this fund. The
figures mentioned in the above table are the
aggregate of the financial operations of the
State butcher shops, State cannery, State fish
supply, State hotel, State Produce Agency,
Htate railway refreshment-rooms, Hamiiton
cold stores, and State stations. I do not
propose to offer explanations with respect
to each State enterprise, as details will be
shown in the report of the Commissioner of
Trade and in the Auditor-General’s report.
I will, however, mention that immediately
I assumed control of the Treasury I carefully
examined the position of the several enter-
prises and the existing relations with tho
Treasury. I ascertained that accounts, such
as the State stations and the Hamilton cold
stores, were being charged interest on the
indebtedness to the Treasury, although these
enterprises were wholly incapable of meet-
ing the charge. The result was that con-
solidated revenue was being credited with
sums which were never actually earned, the
credit being nothing more than a bookkeeping
entry. I invite the Committee to note that
sentence particularly. I decided that in the
case of the State stations and the Hamilton
cold stores this practice should be discon-
tinued as from the 1st January, 1929.

At 5.25 p.m.,

Mr. MAXWELL (Y'oowong), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

The TREASURER: A close scrutiny will
be kept on these matters, and appropriate
action will be taken with respcet to funds
of this nature if circumstances warrant.

State Sawmills—The transactions in this
fuird show a surplus of receipts over expendi-
ture to the extent of £26,718. The de«bit
balance of the fund had been reduced to
24,847 ot 30th June, 1929.

Unewployment  Insirance—~—The receipts
exceeded the disbursements by £52,332. is-
bursements amounted to £439,171, which
exceeds any vear since the fund was estab-
lished. The fund was in credit to tho extent

£58,997 at 30ih June, 1929.

Workers’ Dwellings and Workers Homes.—
The total receipts were £187,046, and the
expenditure £193,273. The cexplanation given
by me regarding transactions in the Agri-
cultural Bank Fund applies to these funds.

Hon, W. H. Barnes.]
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Loan Funp.

The cash transactions of the Loan Fund were as follow:—

Cash Balance, 1st July, 1928
Receipts during the year—
Repayments by local authorities, &c.
Receipts under Lands Sales Proceeds Ac‘r
Proceeds of loan issnes—
Oversens—
State’s proportion of Loan issued by Commonwealth Govemment—
5 per cent. (London
Less charges

788,000
20,503

Australia—
51 per cent. (domestic issues) .
State’s proportion of Loan xcqued by (‘ommonwealth Government~
5% per cent. 1,434,000
Less charges .. 6,055

1,427,945

Less not received at 30th June, 1929 ..

The Commonwealth Bank Agreement Ratification and State Advances Act

of 1920—

Loan from Commonwealth Savings Bank on account of increase in
depositors’ balances .

Loan frorél Commonwealth Government in terms of the Mlgratlon Agree-
mern

Amount transferred from Trust Funds in admstment of capltal cost of
Hamilton cold stores, as determined pursuant fo the previsions of
the State Fnterpnbes Act of 1918 .

Repayment of portion of temporary loan advanced to Commm.wealth

Financial Statement.

1,179,540
94

758,407
290,500

1,427,412

810,060
2,000

17,517

£
5,651,803

Government

Refund by Commonwealth Government on account of expenses in con-

.. 250,000

nection with loan raised for the State in New York (July, 1627)

Disbursements during the year—
JExpenditure as per Budget Table B4
Redemption of debentures iscued under—

The Government Loan Act of 1018

The Commonweslth Bank Agreeméht Ratification and State
Advances Act of 1620—O0On account of repaymenb of deposw

receipt
Temporary loan to Commonwealth Government .

Payment to Commonwealth Government on account of stamp du’ry on

Joans ralsed for the State in London ..

Further expenses in conn?ctvon with lcans ralsed for the qtate—

London, March, 1928 .. .. ..
New York, \Ia\' 1‘)"8 .. .. ..

Transfer to Trust Funds on account of adjustments between Trust

— 4,735,473

10,397,291

240,049
500,000

4,185

e 877

O 2,957

8,019

‘Working Accounts and Loan Accountq of the followmg—

Agricultural Bank

Workers’ Hoies .. .. ..

State Advances Lorporatlon—~ Workers Dwelhnfrs 2,048

Transferred to Consclidated Revenue Fund to meet accumulated deficits

at 30th June, 1827

Cash balance at 30th June, 1929 ..

which was held as follows :(—
At current account .. .
On extended deposit .. .

At 530 pm,,
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

The TREASURER : The cash balance at
the credit of the fund on 1st July, 1928, was
£5,651,808. Receipts  during the year
amouﬂted to £4,735,473, “hlch included pro-
ceeds of loans £5,288,319, repayments by
local authorities, ete., £1,179,540, and repay-
ment of portion of temporaly Joan to
the Commonwealth Government £250,000.
£3,248,429 was expended on public works,
£471,000 was applied in redemption of the
public debt, and £500,000 was lent, tem-
porarily, to the Commonwealth Government,
of which £850.000 was repaid, as I have just
mentioned. The accumulated deficits in the
Consolidated Revenue Account at 30th June,

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

6,260
1,328,183

5,551,006

T£4,225,285
£4,691,051
134,234

£4,825,285

1927, amounting to £1,328,188, were funded,
in pursuantice of the authorlty contained in
the Government Loan Act of 1928, the adjust-
ment having been effected out ‘of the pro-
cecds of the loan of £1,434,000 issued under
the provisions of that Act the cash proceeds
of which were £1,427, 945 as shown in the
foregoing statement.

The details of the expenditure under the
several appropriations in last year's esti-
mates may be ascertained on reference to
Table B4 of the tables relating to the Trea-
surer's Financial Statement. As the present
Government had very little opportunity of
exercising any control over this expenditure,
1 do not intend to discuss details. The total
sum of £3,248,429 was expended, as compared



Iinancial Statement.

with £4,038,885 during 1927-28. £4,343,663
was p1ov1oed on the Estimates-in- Chlef
1928-29, which is £1,085,239 more than the
actual 'disbursements.
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Pusric Desr.
The net public debt at 30th June, 1928, was

£109,752,365, which increased durmv the year
by £2, 272 610 arrived at as follows :—

£ £
Grosszggblic debt at 30th June, 1928 .. .- . . 111,733,969
" Proceeds of loans, 1928-29 . .. .. 3,322,500
‘Advances from Commenwealth under 3 hr-'ratxon Agreement .. £2,000
South Brizbane-Kyogle-Grafton Railway “Act .. .. £84,013
_ 86,013
_— 3,408,513
£115,142,482
Less—
Canecellations in terms of Financial Agreement .. .. .. 1,056,864
Redeemed from cash .. .. 511,000
Redeemed by National Debt (‘(,mmlsston out of smkmg fund .. 642,569
Advancea from Commonwealth under Wire and Wire-Netting Act . 70,000 2930433
B — 280,
N Gross public debt ut 30th June, 1929 .o .. . .. .. £112 862,049
Less accumulated sinking tunds .. .. . . .. £37,074
Net public debt, at 30th June, 1929 s .. . .. £112,024,975
Net public debt at 30th Jure, 1928 . ‘e .. e e 109,752,365
Tnerease .o . £2,272,610

Of the new loans, £2,222,000 was raised by
the Commonwealth for the State in terms of
the Financial Agreement. £768,000 was
raised in London, bearing interest at the
rate of 5 per centum per annum, the issue
price being £98 per cent. Expenses were
£29,593 and the net proceeds were £758,407,
the effective rate of interest being £5 4s. 4d.
per cent. £1,434,000 was raised in Australia,
1nte1est belng 5 per centum per annum,
issue price par, expenses £6,055, net ploceeds
£1,421,945, effcctive rate of interest £5 6s. 1d.
per centum.

Under the provisions of the Savings Bank
Transfer Agreement, £810,000 was received
from the Commonwealth Savings Bank—
£554,000 at 45 per centum per annum, and
£256,000 at 5 per centum per annum. In
terms of the agreement, the late Government
adopted a suggeatmn by the Commonwealth
Savings Bank that interest on depositors’
balances be increased on the 1st October,
1928, from 3% to 4 per centum per annum on
the first £500 of each account, interest on
the excess over £500 and up to £2,000 to
remain at 35 per cent. This suvgestlon was
made with the object of increasing the
deposits in the bank. The State is entitled
to 70 per cent, of any increase in depositors’
balances, and the bank may demand interest
at a rate not exceeding 1 per cent, per annum
above the highest rate of interest paid to
depositors generally on current accounts.
Thla explains the higher interest charge of
4 per cent. on the loan of £256,000.

£290,500 was obtained through investments
by the Insurance Commissioner and Public
Curator.

Further indebtedness to the extent of
£84,013 was incurred in pursuance of the
South  Brisbane-Kyogle-Grafton  Railway
Agreement Acts, 1924 to 1926.

An advance of £2,000 was obtained from
the Commonwealth Government under the
Migration Agreement towards expenses in
connection with the agricultural survey now
being made,

In pursuance of the Financial Agreement.
State securities of the value of £1,056.864
were cancelled and destroyed. These securi-
ties were previously held in the State sink-
ing funds, and are now written off the gross
public debt. The sinking fund conditions of

the contracts with respect to the Queensland
American loans are still being obseryed, and
the securities purchased in connection with
these funds are held at the Treasury on
behalf of the National Debt Commission.
£642,569 was redeemed by the National Debt
Commission out of moneys available in_ the
State’s sinking fund. The commission held
uninvested cash to the extent of £83,620 on
account of this State at 30th June.

As provided for in the Financial Agree-
ment, the Commonwealth relicved the State
on the lst July, 1929, of liability amounting
to £1,560,639, being the agrced value of
Queensland transferred properties, This was
cffected by the Commonwealth assuming
liability for loans of an equal amount owing
by the State to the Cowmmonwealth. The
State’s indebtedness to the Commonwealth
on account of 5 per cent. loans maturing
1945.1975 in Londou has been reduced by the
sum mentioned. As the adjustment was
made on the 1st July, it does not appear in
the transactions for last financial year. The
State will, in future, be relieved of interest
to the extent of £78,031 per annum, and the
receipt of that sum which has been paid by
the Commonwealth since 1st July, 1927, will
now cease. Prior to that date interest a*
Z} per centum per anpum, amounting to,
approximately, £54,622, was received From
the Commonwealth on account of transferred
properties,

Loax £12,703,734 wxica MATURED ON
1sT JuLy, 1928.

The Australian Lean Council decided the
terms and conditions on which this loan was
converted. The National Debt Commission
redeemed £300,000 of the loan with money
availzable in the Queersland Sinking Fund,
and Commonwealth stock for the balance,
£‘2 403,734, bearing interest at the rate of

5 per centum per annum was issued at £9z
»Xllowmg for the amount which had to be
provided for expenses, the effective interest
cost will be £5 5s. 1d. per cent. The stock
is redeemable on the Ist July, 1975, the
Commonwealth Government having the
option of redemption, in whole or in part, at
par, on or after the Ist Julr, 1945, on giving
‘hrce months’ notice. Holders of the matur-
ing loan were cffered a cash bonus of £3 per

Hon. W. H. Barnes.}
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cent. on converting their holdings into the
new loan. £5, 009 252 was converted, and
cash subsmiptions for £1,436,600 were

received, together amounting fo "£6,445, 852,
being 52 per cent, of the whole. The under.
writers found the balance, £5,957,882, which
is equivalent to 48 per cent. Tahnw into
consideration the depressed state of the
Tondon money market and the fact that the
intercst on the new loan is L per cent.
jower than the matured loan, the result of
the conversion must be refvarded as satisfac-
tory in the circumstances, although a better
issue price would have been obtained had
conditions been more favourable. Deter-
mined, although unsuccessful, efforts were
made by the Loan Council to secure less
costly terms. The expenses connected with
ihe conversion were heayy, amounting to

£537,094, as follows:—

£
Tiscount and bonus at 3 per cen’c 372,112
Underwriting . . 124,037
Brokerage 25,254
Qther expenses ——advnrtmng etc 12,950
Bank of England charge for paying off
unconverted portion of loan .. 10,000
£544,353
T.ess interest earned on investment of
cash subscriptions 1odﬂed pnor to _
1st July . 7,259
£537,094

Thiz amount was paid out of cash alreadr
in the Loan ¥und, being portion of tne
procecds of previous issues. It was, there-
fore, not necessary to mmeaae the nominal
dmol;nu of the conversion loan to provide
cash for that purpose. In the case of conver-
sion loans, the London market chjects to
the issue of any amount in excess of the sum
actualls required to redeem the maturing
loan. The charge does not appear in the
Loan Cash Account for the year 1928-29. as
the amount was not paid until the Ist July,
.929, being the date on which it became due.

The conversion at the reduced interest rate
of & per cent. will result in a saving of
£62,000 per annum in interest on this loan,

but from this saving must be deducted the

sum of, approximately, £27,000, being
interest at 5 per centwmn per annum on
sxpenses.

Avsrrartax Loavy CotUNCIL.

Meetings of the Australian Loan (ouncil
were held in January, May, and August.

At the mceting held in January, the chair-
man reported that the Financial Agwement
came into operation on the 3rd September,
1928. A Bill to validate the agrecement was
passed by tiue Federal Parliament carly in
1929. 'The borrowing programme of the
Commonwealth and the States was reviewed
at this meeting of the Council, and certain
10(11.(‘t1011$ were agreed upon. At the meet-
ing of the Council held in May, the Common-
woalth and the States submitbed their pro-
arammes of loan expenditure for the financial

vear 1929-30. Advices received from the
ﬁnanplal advisers of the Commonwenlth in
London made it perfectly clear that the

prospests of sccuring loan money on the
London market under favourable terms were
very remote, and that the indications were
that condltlom would not improve in the
near future. In view of this, the Common-
wealth and the States agreed to a material
reduction in their loan programmes, oI

[Hon, W, I, Barnes.
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the understanding that a further revision
would be made should there be no improve-
ment in the prospects. So far from improv-
ing, conditions on the Lendon market became
dis tn:ctly less favourable soon after this
mecting, so much so that the chairrman of
the Council deemed it advisable to convene
another mecting on the 6th August for the
purpese of further discussing the sitnation.

Information reccived from London since the
meeting held in May was of such a discourag-
ing naturc that the members of the Council
were compelled to the conclusion that it
would be futile to budget for loan expendi-
ture even on the reduced amounts agreed to
at the May meeting. They were, thmcfole

1@luctant1y forced still further to reduce their
respective programmes, it being clearly recon-

nised that these further reductions w ere in-
cvitable, The consequence of this enforced
dirzinution in the expenditure of loan money,
will be embarrassing, but it is the only wise
course to pursue. The decision to make these
reductions is one which has my entire accord,

as it would be suicidal to incur commitments
when the prospects of raising the nceessary

money appear so difficult, as those with
which we are confronted at the present
moment.

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT LIABILITY.

The proposal made to the States by the
Commonwealth Government, as the outcome
OE Mr. Justice Pike’s report on soldier settle-

rrent, is disappointing, and is not as favour-
4018 to Queensland as the agreement entered
into in October, 1925. The “matter js under
consideration, hut it will probably be some
time before finality is reached.

KerrvaTes, 1929-30.

I have no hesitation in stating that the-
Government s singularly unfortunate in
assuming office at a time when the financial
outlook is anything but resssuring. I have
no intention of adopting a pessimistic atti-
tude, but T must say that the management
of the public finances will be an extremely
difficult matter for some timec to come.

We are not going to strike any pessimistic
note; we are going to strike a note of
caution; but this State is going to come out
all right. I am perfectly certain that Quecns-
fand will be one of the.first to show an
immediate improvement.

GoverNvENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
RECEIPTS.

) REVENUE FUND.

The TREASURER: 1 anticipate that

receipts this year will amount to £15,763,500.
This compaves with collections last year, as
follows :—

| ;
. | Received. | Batimated.
| 1923207 | 192930,
! £ ¢
Amount from Common- 1,060,294 |
wealth
Taxation . .. 4,671,652 4,549,000
T.and Revenue . 1,445,658 ' 1,478,000
Mining Rece)pts 53,733 48,400
Rallwavs 7,567,281 7,875,000
Other Recelpts 1,937,680 2,013,100
|

Total .. .- J £16,736,188 j £15,763,500

Tt will be notlced that no amount is :hown
as a receipt from the Commonwealth, The
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sum of £1,096,235, which is payable by the
Commonwealth in terms of the Financial
Agreement towards the interest on the public
debt, is shown as a deduction from the State’s
liability on that account on page 6 of the
Fistimates-in-Chief. This more than accounts
for the reduction of £972,688 in the total
estimated revenue, as compared with last
venr's receipts.

Taxation shows an estimated decrease of
£122,662 compared with last vear’s collec-
tions. I anticipate that receipts from income
tax will drop to the cxtent of £158,614,
mainlv as the result of the fall in the price
of wool, and the fact that the pastoral indus-
try has not vet fully recovered from the
effects of the recent drought. T do not expect
there will be any great variations in the
collections under the other headings of taxa-
tion.

Land revenue, I hope, will yield £32,442
miore than last year.

A small reduction of £5,383 is anticipated
in mining receipts.

Railway takings, I estimate, will amount
tn £7,675,000, which is £107,719 in excess of
the earnings of the previous year.

Other receipts are expected to yield
£2.013,100, which is an increase of £75,420.

EXPENDITURE.

REVENUE FUXND.
The following table contains my estimate
of the expenditure f- the current year, as

compared with ac. .1 disbursements last
Tear i—
1
1 Disburse- Estimated,
— ments. 1929-30.
1928-29.
£ | £
Rchedules . .. 631,792 675,529
Tnterest on Public Debt 5,170,948 4,085,307
Executive and Legis- 22,460 36,541
lative
Premier and  Chief 149,802 164,174
Secretary
Home Secretary .. 1,610,631 1,564,207
Department of Public 223,834 229,128
Works
Department of Labour 48,190 51,625
and Tndustry
Department of Justice 215,704 201,301
The Treasurer .. 443,187 426,904
Department, of Public 305,086 330,318
Lands ;
Department of Agricul- 160,333 176,601
ture and Stock
Department of Public 1,636,421 1,716,200
Instruction :
Department of Mines .. 68,479 | 73,687
Department of Railways 6,210,278 | 6,208,220
Total £16,902,145 ;. £15,939,642

Sehedules.—Provision is made for an excess
of £43,737, of which £40,886 is required to
nieet increased sinking fund contributions
and interest on State securities purchased by
the National Deb! Commission out of the
Htate’s sinking fund.

Interest on the Public Debt.—This service
shows a decrease of £1,085,641, which is more
than accounted for by the payment of
£1,096,235 to be contributed by the Com-
monwealth Government, Furthermore, it is
it now mnecessary o provide £78,031 for
interest on the debt which the Commonwealth
Government has taken over in connection with
trans«ferved  properties. I  have already
explained these matters. After allowing for
these deductions and adjustments in connec-
tiorn with the conversion loan, details of which

1929—2 u
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I have previously given, it will be necessary
to provide this year an additional sum of,
u]pg{oxlmately, £150,000 for interest on public
debt.

Lxecutive and Legislative—The provision
under this heading includes £12,450 for pay-
ment to the Railway Department for free
rellway passes issued to members and ex-
members of Parliament and their relatives
It is considered equitable that the Railwax
Department should reccive credit for

the
value of these passes, for which no payment

has, hitherto, been received by thas depart-
ment, ’

The appropriations for Home Seccretary,
1?(11&rtment of Justice, and Treasurer show
¢ecreases amounting in the sggregate to
£77,110, and the total provisioggfo% other
departments is £156,511 in oxcess of the pre-
vious year’s expenditure. Of the total osti-
mated expenditure, approximately £123 000
15 required to meet increases to the salaries
and wages of public servants.

. Despite the fact that every care has been
taken to estimate revenue and expenditure
as accurately as possible, and notwithstanding
that provision has been made for what are
deemed to be essential services only, the
following is the result of my anticipations : —

Estimated expenditure . 15 939£642

Estimated revenue V763,

. 15,763,700
Estimated deficit .. £176,142

Mr. BRrASSINGTON : You have started well.

The TREASURER : We have started well,
but I shall show later on that thousands of
pounds were taken by the previous Govern-
ment from the Loan and Trust Funds to
sustain the Revenue Account in order to bring
forward credit balances.

Thf_}re' is one matter I feel justified in
mentioning, and that is the method followed
in some of the States in the trealment of
railway receipts and expenditure. The
elimination of these transactions fromn the
Consolidated Revenue Account enables a
surplus to be shown in that account. In my
opinion there is no merit in this procedure,
as 1t 1s in the nature of a device to obscure
the true position.

Trust FoNDs.

The total of the appropriations for Trust
and Special Funds amount to £5,817.213,
which 1s £343,710 less than the appropriations
for last year, and £67,743 less than the
expenditure for the same period.

The {following are the principal varia-
tions 1 —

. Appropri- | Expendi- |Appropria-
tion, ture tion
1028-29, | 1928-20, | 1920-30,
. £ £ £
State Enterprises 832,379 963,284 249 747
Unemployment 425,532 439,171 426,980
Insurance
Public  Curator 63,187 60,871 80,237
Ceiltt.{?l Sugar | 1,075,000 970,641 | 1,003,490
fills
Harbour Dues. . 129,767 144,745 166,407
Stzg{% Insurance | 891,283 883,423 978,979
ce
Torestry Office 423,000 300,408 330,000
Chillagoe Smelt- 3,000 3,234 226,615
ers
State coalmines 215,700 128,200 216,000
Main Roads Com-| 1,017,249 089,911 | 1,070,080
mission i

Hon. W. H. Ba;nes.] a
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State Knterpriscs.—The figures given for
expenditure last year include railway
reueshment rooms, which are provided for
this year under the heading ¢ Department
of Railways.” The transactions in connec-
tion with Lhesn enterprises will be reduced
this year, owing to the sale of the butcher
ehops, cannery, and produce agency, and
the transfer of the refreshment-rooms to
the Ra11w1y Department. Provision, how-
ever, is still neccessary for expenses on
account of State stations, as it is uncertain
when these will be ﬁna\ly disposed of.

Unempleymont  Insuranee.—It is antici-
rated that, owing to the reduction which
will be effected 1n unemployment, the clairs
on this fund wili not be so 1'1(3:1,\y as they
were last year.

Public Curator—£13.000 is provided on
account of the cost of a building to be
creeted on  the site rveceutly occupied by
the Normal School.

Harbour Dues.—Provision in excess of last
vear’s oxp{-ndimr is necestary in order that
maintenancs work for the restoration of the
depths in dredged channeis in the Brishane
Yiver may be actively continued, as it is
very desirable that this work be LO:DplOt«)d
at the earliest possibie date.

Stute Insurance Offie2-—£50,000—1 want
to emphasise this—is provided to meet esti-
mated outlay during the year on a building
to be erected for this office on the Normal
School  site.  An additional £35,000 1s
required for the payment of claims, which
are expected to increase as the result of the
cxpanding business of this office,

Forestry Gfiice.——This appropriation covers
the requirements of the State sawmills and
activities in connection with foresiry and
lumbering. Although the appropriation is
£93,000 lcss than last year’s votes, it is
:’u29 592 in excess of the ‘actual expenditure.
£25,000 ‘of this excess is for expenses in con-

nection with contracts for the supply of
hardwood.
Chillagoe  Smeiters—~"The reopening of

these smelters necessitates provision for the
payment of wages, purchase of ores, and
working expenses,

State Coalmines.—As a result of the
inercased sales of the output of these mines,
an_ additional amount will have to be pro-
vided for wages and working expenses.
£27,800 in excess of the previous year’s dis-
bursements is appropriated for this purpose.

Main Roads Commission.—E£4T,449 is pro-
vided for permanent works on main and
developmental roads, and £45,000 for main-
tenance in excess of last year’s expenditurc
on these items. .

Loay Funbp.

As T stated when referring to the Loan
Council, the Commonwealth and the States
have been compelled to budget for very
reduced expenditure from Loan Fund this
year. At the meeting of the Council held
during May, I submitted a programme con-
siderably in excess of last year’s expenditure.
It being vealised at this meeting that it
\\ould not be possible to raise sufficient loan
money to meet the total requirements of the
Commonwealth and the States, reductions
amounting in the aggregate to a large sun
were agreed upon. A reduction of £150,000
was agreed to by me, so far as Queensland
was concerned. At the August meeting the
circamstances already mentioned enforced a
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further all-round reduction of 20 per ceut.,
which was unanimously agrced to by the
members of the Council. This State’s c\pen.

diture will, conzequently, be curtailed to,
approximately, £3,280,000. The total appro-
priation, as shown in the Estimates-in-Chief,

amounts 1o £35355507, but this includes
£75,000 for the Kyogle-South Brisbane
Railway, which is not embraced in the State’s
loan pugm’nnu the necessary funds being
ruised by the Commonwealth for the States,
"This item has not previously been appro-
priated on the Estimates-in-Chicf.

It was the intention, and iz still the desire,
of the Government to spend loan money to
a greater extent than that to which we have
been restricted by the unfavourable financial
situation. I believe that there are avenues
for sound investment on reproductive works
of a larger sum than that to which we have
been confined, but the provisicns of the
Financial Agreement, under which loan
raisings and e\{pﬂndlture are determined,
must be ohserved However much the Com.
monwealth aud the States mignt desire to
spend lean money, the mdlbputable fact.
remains that money is not procurable, at
present, on anything like favourable terms,
and indications of a change for the better
in the exising conditions are not reassuring.
As il astmtum the high cost of money, I
would mention the recent issue in London
of Commonwealth Treasury bills. These
bills have a currency of one year only, and
were issued to relieve the immediate neces-
sities of the Commorn  :lth and certain of
the States. The intores: cost excceds 6 per
cent,, which is a very high rate. Queens-
land is fortunzte in that we do not require
any of this money. Australia is not the
only country to suffer in consequence of the
financial stringency. Money raised by the
issue of [mperial Treasury bills about the
same time as the recent Commonwealth
issue was more costly than usual, and the
scarcity of money in South Africa is
res ponsmla for an incrcase of the discount
rate of the Resecve Bank of South Africa
to 6 per cent, The general impression for
som» time past has been that the Bank of
England rate is likely to be raised. The
Australian banks have twice during the last
three nmonths increased the rates of exchange
on remittances to London, All these facts
are the result of the scarcity of money, and

account for the high cost of raising funds
bv the issuc of loans. Having all these eir-
umstances in view, it cannot be disputed
that ths proper zmd only course to follow is
to conserve cur present cash balance to the
greatest poss sible extent, it being very
doubtfui when a favourable opportunity will
arise to enable us to obtain further funds on
the London market. Unlike some of the
other States, Queensland is not in arrear
with its loan raisings, aud although I do nct
anticipate that difficulties will arise in this
connection, it cannot be overlooked that the
process of overtaking these arrears will not
be an easy matter.

The provision which has been made in the
Estimates-in-Chief for the current year is
£32.073 more than the actual outlay last

vear, irrespective of expenditure in connec-
ticn with the Kyogle Railway. I have
already explained that a limif has becn

imposed upon our activities by the unani-
mous decision of the members of the Loan
Council. The Government will exert its
atmost endeavours to expend the sum at our
isposal to the best posslble advantage to
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the State. Details of the proposed avenues
of expenditure may be ascertained on refer-
ence to the KEstimates.

CONCLUSION.

A careful review of the public finances
carnot fail to impress one with the fact that
during the last fourteen years such a thing
as sane control of expenditurc has been
entircly absent.

GoVERNMENT MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

The TREASURER: Administrative and
all other costs have been allowed to increass
beyond all reason. The ernrmous expansion
in these charges has inevitably resulted in
tremendous increase in taxation, The weight
of this burden is now so great that some
relief to the taxpayer is essential. However
much I mlght desire to ease the strain on
busiiicss and industry generslly, the Govern-
ment’s hands are tied by the conditions
which existed when they assumed office.
Some time will be required in which to effect
any change for the hetter. KEconomies have
already been effected, but there is much to
be done along thesa lines before any marked

improvement ecan be accomplished. The
whole system of expenditure nends reusmg,
because 1s is only by curtailment in this

dirvection that relief can be obtained.

The sum required to meet the salaries and
wages of public servants is a very large ltem
in fh cost of government, and the annual
increments provided for by awards constitute
an ever-increasing chargp on the public
funds. I do not wish it to be inferred that
I Iﬁzue any objection to a system which pro-
vides adequate remuneration in yeturn for
services rendered, but I must say that when
a Treasuver is confronted with a diminishing
rovenue, and at the same time is expected to
find funds to mect expanding outlay, the fact
that a large sum is required for increascs to
salaries and wages i3 embarrassing. More
particularly is this so at a time like the
present, when so many persons are seeking
employment. No exception imust be taken,
therefore, when T state—and I want to
emphasise that the Government is prepared
to abide by existing awards and give
increases that are automatic—that while the
Government is prepared to abide by existing
awards, no concessions not provided for in
awards will be granted, and variations in
classifications, involving additional emolu-
ments, will be permitted only in very excep-
tional circumstances.

1t would be right for me now to say that
there are many difficulties lying ahecad of
the Government. Amongst other things
there is the fact that the decline in the price
of wool—one of our staple industries which
has suffered considerably as a result of the
dry conditions prevailing in some parts of
Queensland, and received a further set-back
as the outcome of lower prices—will, unfor-
tunately, seriously affect the returns from
jincome tax. In any case it will be scen that
it is anticipated that the revenue from this
source during 1929-30 will not be as high as
last ycar.

It may also be thought that influences are
at work affecting the great sugar industry,
so far as that hortlon of the ])10du<‘t which
has to be exported is concerned, for fear has
been expressed that the export price of sugar
may be affec‘(ed as a result of recent Govern-
ment changes in the old country. I believe,
however, that it does not matter what Go-
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vernment may occupy office in Britain, every
effort will be made by those in autholl‘q to
assist the Dominions by ad:mitting their pro-
ducts upon the most favourable terms. I
have no doubt that every citizen—regardless
of his political convictions—trusts +hat this
policy will be continued.

The quantity of raw sugar purchased by
the Sugar Board during the 1928 season wa=

522,582 tone, of which 186,703 tons were
exported.  The proportious of the crop
required for Australian use and for export

were 04.2809 per cent. and 35.7161 per cont.,
respeetively.  The average price declared for
the export was £10 10s. per ton f.o.b.
for 94 net t In respect of the Ausiralian
portion of the output, in addition to the
price of £26 per ton specifiad in the procla-
mation, the Sugar Board declared a further
paywment of 13s. per ton. The average
price for the whole output was £20 17s. 11d.
per ton 94 net titre, a decrease of £1 2s. 5d.
per ton on the return for the previous season.
Consequent on the revised scale of British
sugar duties which came into foree on Ist
May, 1828, it was found necessary to manu-
facture sugar of a slightly lower standard
than had been the practice in Queensland in
recent years, in order to escape the penalty
of over £1 per ton by way of extra duty on
sugar polarising over 99 degrees. The initial
diificulties assoeiated with the change

wore
satisfuctorily overcome by the mills, and on
arrival in Britain only a small po1‘r30n of

one shipment was found to have exceeded
the standard. The production for the 1829
season is estimated, on present advices, at
515,000 tons, including 21.000 tons in New
South Wales. The amount resarved out of
last season’s production to meet Australian
requirements was found to be in exress of the

demnand, due to an unexpected falling-off in
consumption. The amount to be provided

for home consumption cut of the 1929 crop
has, consequently, been reduced, and tho
oxportable surplus is expected to amount to
180,000 tons.

The drv weather in some portions of the
State is still causing anxiety, because of the
physical and financial strain whirh it lays

upon those who are engaged in industry, and
who ara assisting in the building-up of
Que“nslund in those parts. I fear that many
people in this State fail to fully recognise
how much we owe to those who are so
engaged, and may I say—especially to the
women, who in those places, and often under
most adverse conditions, bravely awsist their
husbands in their work—that I sincerelr trust
that a merciful Providence may supply the
necessary rain and grant the relief that is
so much requirad in many parts of Qurens-
land.

Hoxovrasrte MeMBERS : Hear, hear!

The TREASURER : Whilst I have referred
to some things which are causing anxiety,
and will continue to do so until a change
takes place, I wish also, on the other hand
to draw attention to the fact that the pros-
pects are good in connection with some of
the other leading industries of our State.

The prospects of the wheat crop, especially
on the Downs, appear to be good, and may
the farmers of Queensland who are engaged
in this industry be rewarded for their Ialours
by a good return!

HoxovrseLe Memszrs: Hear,

The TREASURER: C(Cattle, fortunately
are also improving in price, and the outiook

Hon, W. H. Barnes.]

3 .
near!
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with regard to the market for meat is good.
1 trust that the improvement may be a set-off
against the decline in the price of wool,
and whilst assisting the industry, also assist
the Government by increased revenue.

The dairying industry is satisfactory, and
those engaged in farming pursuits, I think,

on the whole, are doing well. It will not be
out of place for me at this time to remind
the country of the men who in the early
stages of this industry cducated our people
by pointing out to them the value of dairy-
ing to Quennaland The State owes much to

1hem and certainly much to those who have
been, and who are now, engaged in this and
similar industries, and who largely as a

result of co-operation have made their various
undertakings such a success.

At one time it was thought that it would be
impossible to produce such things as butter
and cheese in Queensland. The answer to
those who thought s0 is very complete, as
those commodities are now amongst our
principal exports. From these sources it is
hoped that increased revenue may comie.

It is fitting also that T should make refer-
ence to some of our other industries, one of
which is the production of fruit. At one
time the general opinion was that to grow
fruit in Queemland was almost an impos-

sibility, or in any case that a certain_ class
of fruit could not be grown here. Is it not
wonderful what can be domne? Without

enumerating the various classcs of fruit pro-
duced, let mc say that there is scarcely a
class known that cannot be supplied by us,
and T feel sure that fruitgrowing will materi-
ally assist us in the days to come.

[6 p.m.]

Another industry which is expanding, and
will continuc to do so, is the egg industry.
It has grown “ondmfully during the last
few vears, and especially has the b\pmtation
of cggs—as a result of greater
111<1ea=ed to a paltlcu]allv large ewtent.

believe also that the higher price now
bemg obtained for cattle—to which I have
already made reference—together with a
better demand for them, will result in more
satxsfactow prices bem'f sf‘cu"ed for poultry,
and producers should consider the wisdom of
breeding a class of fowl which will be suit-
able for table purposes. Already there are
indications that steps will be taken to export
poultry, and thus bring Queensland into
prommenoo in regard to this particular line.

It is important that we should make one
of our slogans ““ Export more and import
less,” and by so doing assist to bring money
into this country for dev elopmemal purposes,

I hope that it may be possible by scientifie
methods to enable some of the 1‘00161 lands
adjacent to the railway, and even those
nearsr to our cities, to be made more profit-
able by those means. Our duty is to fi up
the spaces, for it is to be re ‘rr“ttod that guite
a large quantity of our land is ab present
unproductive,

There are some matters of mmmtance of
which we should remind ourselves at this
time, and one of them is that efforts should
be wade to increase our manufactures. We
have not progressed, so far as our secondary
industries are corcelned as we should have
done.  Another ﬂovan should he “Buy
Queensland manufactured goods,” and failing
to obtain those we should then pulch‘be‘
Australian- or British-manufactured goods in
that order of preference.

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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It i3 well to remember that we have a great
countrr, and difficulties which may be
experienced should not cause us to lose con-
fidence. There are wonderful opportunities
ahead, and whilst that is so, let us learn
the lesson of self-help. If we do so, the
present financial position, which certainly
causes much anxiety, may prove a blessing
in disguise.

I think I am right in stating that, apart
from the financial strain, the loasd carried
by the taxpayer is so great that, unless
moncy can be obtained and used for works
that are reproductive, not much good will
follow the spending of a large sum of
Lorrowed money. I think, therefore, we
must s¢#2 to it that loan money is only spent
on assured reproductive works.

Before closing I wish to draw the attention
of the (ommittee to the mistakes of the
past, more particularly in connection with
the practice which ha% been pursued in the
spending of borrowed money and the methods
sdopted in some cases—to which reference
has already been made—in crediting Revenue
Account from either Loan or Trust Funds.
T also feel that the attention of the public
should be drawn to this, and that a summary
of certain expenditure treated in this way
should be placed before them. This I am
doing in a concise manner, notwithstanding
that previous reference haq been made to
this class of expenditure.

Amounts have been written-off certain
State trading concerns and funded in Loan
Account, as follows:—

£
State enterprises . R]08,828
illagoe State smelters 281,822
State coalmines, exclusive of £39 154 219,031
written off from revenue
Total .. .. . .. £1,309,681

These sums do not comprise the whole of
the losses written off.

Of the sum of £808,828 written off State
enterprises, £505,314 represenis interest
debited to State Stations Trust Account and
credited to Consolidated Revenue Fund.
Chillagoe State smelters and State coalmines
have been charged with interest in a similar
manner, but to a more limited extent.

It is evident that the bulk of the following
ca*nm] and trading losses at 30th June, 1929,

will have to be written off :—
£

{hillagoe State smelters . .. 928,306

Irvmebank State treatment wi ork 60,462

State coalinines 373,890

State enterprises, mcludmg Hamilton 2,096,131
cold stores

Total. . . .. .. £3,458,789

indebtedness of the various State trad-
ing concerns at 30th June, 1929, including
amounts written off, was shrrhtly over
£5,000,000. The annual interest cost of this
sum at 55 per cent. is £275,000.

1t will, I think, be conceded that in view
of the aforementioned facts, the policy of the
Government in abandoning State enterprises
was quite justified, as many of them have
been disastrous to the country.

The Government does not intend, at
present, to raise additional taxation in oxder
to meet the deficit on the 30th June last, or
the estimated deficit for the current financial

The
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year. It is confidently expected that the
anticipated shortage in the Revenue Account
this year will be considerably reduced, if not
entirely eliminated, by a campaign of
economy. An organised and sustained effort
will be made to reduce expenditure. Obvi-
ously the growth of fourteen years cannot
be arrested at once. The policy of econo-
mising will be continued to the utmost limit,
short of impairing efficiency, but it is impos-
sible to state, at present, the extent to which
the cost of the several services is capable
of being reduced. The desired result will be
accomplished only by gradual and well-con-
sidered means. Undoubtedly there is a
fruitful field for operations in this direction.

I will conclude by expressing the carnest
hope that the seasons generally may be good,
that markets may continue to be sati:fac-
tory, and that under the blessing of Provi-
dence the vear upon which we have entered
will be & particularly good onec.

Mr, Roberts, T move—

““That there be granted to His Majesty,
for the service of the year 1929-30, the
sum of £300 to defray the salary of the
Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency the
Governor.”

HowourasLe MeMBERS : Ilear, hear!

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 6.10 p.m.
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