
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER 1929 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



1516 Death of Mr. D. Weir, M.L.A. [ASSE~fBLY.] Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, 1929. 

The SPE.IKER (Hon. C. Tavlor Windsor) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. · ' 

PANEL OF 'fE:VlPORARY CHAIRMEN. 

The SPEAKER: Purouont to the require· 
m•cnts of Stanciins- Order No. 13, I nominate 
Edward Joscph Hanson, member for the 
electoral district of Duranda, to Gll the 
vac~ncy on the Panel of Temporary Chairmen 
dunng the present session caused by the 
re'3ignation of 1\tlr. D. Riordan. 

QUESTIONS. 

IxcwExcr OF DrsE.ISE IN Pras SumnTTED FOR 
SLAT;GHTER. 

J\lr. \V. A. H.USSELL (Dalby) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
the incidence of disease in pigs submitted 
for sla ughtur 'I 

"2. \V ill he cauo,e investigations to be 
made into ihc fire-branding of pigs with 
a Yiew of i racing the origin of all pigs 
arriYing at market? 

"3. \Vill he consider the establishment 
of a fund to recoup farmers and breeders 
for the loss that is sustained because of 
the condemnation of carcasses Bf diseased 
pigs?'' • 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora) replied-

" 1. Yes but it is not considered the 
disease is' any more prevalent in pigs 
than it has been for many years past, 
and the cause of more pigs being con­
demned is owing to the tightening.up of 
the post-mortem examinations. This 
action was considered necessary from a 
public health point of view. 

"2. I have given attention to the 
matter of the fire-branding of pigs as a 
means of tl'acing the origin of the animals 
supplied to market. In practice pigs 
between the weaning and fattening stages 
change ownership frequently, and in such 
cases it is impracticable to determine 
under ,vhose o\vnersh1p a pig contracted 
disease. This appreciably discounts the 
value of fire-branding. Further, the fire. 
brand, if 11ot very deeply impressed, 
readilY becomes obliterated. However, 
tests. "\Yith a view of determining a 
reliable method of identihcation, will be 
conducted. 

" 3. I will give further consideration 
to this matter, but as a general principle 
it must be accepted that the person rais­
ing the pig is responsible for it, health. 
Thu Governnwnt is not prepared to pro­
,·ide finar:!ce by way of subsidising any 
fund. The senices of dairy inspectors 
and other departmental officers are avail­
a h!e for the inspection of piggeries, to 
cssist and encourage farmers to adopt a 
system of pig husbandry conducive to 
sound l. ea !th." 
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EXPENDITFRE AND LOSSES ON SnTE 
COALMINES. 

Mr. WARREN (Jfurrumba), for Mr. 
BRAND (Burrum), asked ihe Sccrctnrv for 
Mines- " 

" l. What is the iota! expenditure to 
30th June, 1929, incurred by the State 
in coalmining operations at \Yan·a, 
Baralaba, Mount Mulligan, and Styx 
River? 

" 2. \Vhat i3 the total amount >vriiten 
off Treasury loans and irrocovera ble" 

"3. \Vhat has been-(rt) N'et trading 
profits; (b) net trading losses? 

" 4. \:Vhat is the total net indebtedness 
of these mines to the State?" 

The SECRETARY FOR MI.:\'ES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherton, Chi/la(Juc) replied-

" 1. £576,642 15s. 5cl. 

"2. £258,185 15s. Bel., m >Yhich is in­
cluded a sum of £39,154 on account 
\Varra mine, ~which was written off to 
consolidated revenue. 

"3. Net trading losses-£164,279 16s. 6d. 

" 4. £318,456 19s. 9d." 

Cosrs OF CoAL PRODceT£o:c;. 

1\lr. JOJ\'ES (Paddington) asked the Secre­
tary for Mines-

"1. 'Is it not a fact that in the 'Queens­
land Mining Journal' of 15th August. 
1929, there is published a paper read 
before the North Eng-land Institute of 
Mining and Mechanical Eng-ineers, by 
the eminent authority, H. S. Jackmn, 
and entitled 'Costs of Coal Production,' 
and in which the following appears:-

Capital plays a greater part ihan is 
g-enerally realised in the production of 
coal. A coalmine differs from other 
industrial organisations in t11o Im­
portant fcatureH, namcly-

(1) vYhen capital is laid clown to 
,ink and develop a mine a long 
period, probablv of seYeral ycnrs, 
must elapse b~fore ther'" 1s any 
return. 

(2) There is a special degree of 
risk asociated with tho laying down 
of cap!tal in a colliery, clue to 
uncertamty of the seams, their 
heig-ht, quality, and horizon, the 
effect• of unknown faults >Yater and 
other difficulties? ' ' 

"2. Does he not consider that this 
truism applies to Australia, onl=· more 
so, because of a lirni(cd local market 
and possibilities of over-production, ancl 
the competition for overseas trade with 
concession coal, and cheap-labo·.u·-1Yon 
coal from South Africa ? " 

The SECRETAIW FOR i>fi:\ES IHon. 
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe) replied-

"1. Yes. 

" 2. The statement, as set out in Ques­
tion (1), applies to even country more 
or less, but no more in QueePsla~d than 
in any other place (proba by less). The 
fact that in Queensland the market for 
coal and prices are generally kno'.vn. 
and that coal seams as a rule are near 
the surface, the probable c•cpcncliture 
would be computed within reasonable 
limits. Over-production of coal is not 
by any means peculiar to Australia: it is 
general all OYer the world." 

ALT.EGED DISMISSALS BY RAILW.\Y DEPARBIENT. 

:i\Ir. HYXES (Townsville) asked the Secre­
tary for Railway'-

" \Yill ho inform the House whether 
Townsville or the Korthern Division arc 
the only places where wholesale. sacking­
of permanent maintenance railwav em­
ployees has taken place since he took over 
the administration of the Queensland 
railways?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Jinrilla) replied-

" There ha< not been any wholesale 
sacking of permanent maint~nanco rail­
way employees. In connection with the 
substitution of contract for the day-labour 
system, some of the tradesmen have 
beco1nc :=:urplus, and thc13e are being 
absorbed as far as possible in other posi­
tion<. \Yher£ this < mnot be done, the 
employees concerned are g-iven the oppor­
tnnitc- o E tendering for the contract work, 
or nny be employed by the successful 
tendcrcr.'' 

::11r. HY:ciES: Does that apply to other 
diYisions? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
applies all oYer the State. 

FrxATIO:ci OF Co:c;DITJOc-;s OF EMPLOY>IEo;T OF 
STATE E:IIPLOYEES BY !NDEPE::lDE:ciT Ic-;m;s­
TRHL TmBCNAL. 

::--Ir. HYXES (To;·nst·ille) asked the 
Pren1ier-

" Is it the Government's intention to 
continue the rig-hts at present existing 
nnder the law to State employees, includ­
ing railway employees, to have their 
terms and conditions of employment con· 
sidered and fixed by an independent 
industrial tribunal?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
Anbirmy) replied-

"Yes." 

RAILWAY REVENUE. 

::'dr. WE\STAN'LEY (Queenton) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" \Vhat was the amount of railway 
rcyenuo for the financial years ended 
30th JtmP, 1928 and 1929, respectiYely ?" 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey J\iorgan, Murilla) replied-

" 1927-1928, £7,381,532; 1928-1929, 
£7,568,647., 

RAIL\YAY E].1PLOYEES ON SHORT TDIE. CA!R;,(S 

DISTRICT. 

:'.lr. WI:\STANLEY (Qucwton): I desire 
to ask the Secretary for Railways whether 
he has an answer to the following question 
which I addressed to him on 18th 
September:-

"How man:c railway employees at 
Cairns have been placed on short time 
recently?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrcy ?vlorgan, Jiurilla) replied-

" Forty-six." 

RAILWAY DEPOTS INVESTIGATED BY BOARD OF 

INQUIRY. 

Mr. DU='JLOP (Rockhampton) asked the 
Secreta r3· fot Railwac·s-

" 1. \Vill he enumerate what depots 
the two experts inVI''•tigated? 

" 2. Ho•N long did such exports spend 
at each of such i!cpots? 

" 3. ·were such experts furnished with 
any reports from the heads of the de­
partments in the different centres that 
they visited; and, if so, what was the 
gist of such reports? 

" 4. \Vhat was the total cost of the 
invo-.tigation madE- by such experts?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, JI1lrilla) replied-

" 1 to 4. J\'o doubt the information 
desired by the honourable member will 
be contained in the experts' report, 
which, as I have already dated, will be 
made public." 

CHARGE FOR RAILW'•Y PLATFOR11 T!CEETS. 

Mr. DU!\LOP (Rockhamplon) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" In reference to the answer which he 
gaye to the que,tion asked by me on lOth 
September, in regard to the charge made 
by the Railway Department for railway 
platform tickets, does he not consider 
that his answer is quite preposterous 
when such largely populated places like 
::\:Ielbourne and Sydney charge very much 
less, and will he reconsider the matter 
and reduce the price to at kast 2d. per 
platform ticket in the intere"ts of the 
general public?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Jiurilla) replied-

" No; my 11revious reply was in accord­
ance with facts. The CJ.Uestion of reduc­
ing the charge for platform tickets has 

received full consideration, and it is not 
intended to reduce the charge at 
present." 

RE:IIOVAL OF ::\1E11BF.RS FR0:\1 RoCKHHIPTOX 

HOSPITAL BOARD. 

M1'. DUXLOP (Rockhampton) asked the 
Homo Secretary-

" In view of his answer to my question 
asking him to definitely state his reason 
for refusing to table the papers re the 
proposed removal of Messrs. JY1aurice 
Kelly and \Vm. Goss, senior, from the 
Rockhampton Hospital Board, when he 
stated ' that the reason is that no good 
purpose would be sen-ed by the tabling 
of the papers in question,' will he now 
say if he will allow me, as the trusted 
member for Rockhampton, to peruse such 
pltpers in his office, and, if he so desires, 
in his o'\vn presence?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson, Normanby) replied-

" Yes." 

CosT OF 79FMILE Cul'TING, :t\oRTH CoAST 

RAILWAY. 

l\1rs. LO='JG::\IA='J (Bulimba) asked the 
Secretary £01' Railways-

" 1. \Vhat was the total cost of the 
cutting on the 1\orth Coast line known 
as the 97-J\Iile Cutting? 

" 2. \Yhat were the approximate dates 
of commencement and completion of this 
work, and the total time occupied? 

" 3. What is the length of the cutting? 

" 4. \Yhat plaLt and material, if any, 
has been left on the job? 

" 5. \Yhat are the department's inten­
tions in regard to such plant and 
material?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Jhtrilla) replied-

" It is assumed the honourable member 
refers to the 79"\--milo deviation on the 
J'.:orth Coast Railway. If so, the desired 
information is as follows:-

(1) £48,100, 
interest. 

including capitalised 

(2) Commenced 22nd October, 1927; 
completed 9th February, 1929. 

(3) 38i chains. 

(4) There are four buildings left on 
the job, and a quantity of light track 
and some koppel wagons. 

(5) One building has been sold but 
not yet removed by the purchaser. Two 
are the property of the Traffic Branch, 
and will be removed in due course. The 
fourth was offered for sale, but the 
reserve was not reached. The light track 
and koppel wagons will be retained for 
use as required." 
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ExPr.nnrr"Ts n; ToBAcco Cr-LTrRE IX ~ORTH 
QUEENSLAND. 

Mr. COLLI:"-JS (Bou·en) asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture-

" 1. In connection with the experiments 
being conducted in connection with 
tobacco culture in North Queensland, in­
-cluding thoso in the Bowen electorate, 
will he furnish a statement setting out 
the nature of the experiments and the 
results which such experiments haYe 
indicated? 

'2. As flue-curing plants 'vill require 
to be provided at certain strategic points 
in the tobacco-growing districts for the 
purpose of drying the leaf, has he given 
consideration to the formulation of a 
scheme to provide such facilities? 

" 3. ',Vi]] it be competont for producers 
engaged in tobacco culture to form them­
se!Yes into a co-operative association for 
the purpose of controlling the curing of 
the leaf? If so, will any form of finan­
cial as•istance be available through the 
GoYernment in connection with the activi­
ties of such co-operative associations? 
What will be the nature of this financial 
assistance?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora) replied-

" 1. :\Iy department is co-operating 
with the Australian Tobacco Investigation 
Committee, which is conducting a series 
of t&vacco-growing experiments in this 
State. The experiments are not suffi­
ciently advanced and conclusive to war­
rant the publication of any results at this 
stage. It is anticipated that the pre­
liminar:: experiments will be finalised 
with this season's harvest. 'The results 
to dat,-, are encouraging, but it would be 
umYise to induce agriculturalists to grow 
this crop on a commercial scale until 
more definite results are available. 

'' 2. Yes; ccrt~in varieties of tobacco 
1 tf}nire to be flue-cured. 

" 3. It will be competent for any pro­
d uccrs concerned to form a co-operative 
a·,,ociation for the purpose of engaging 
in the fine-curing of tobacco leaf, and the 
a"istance of the Agricultural Bank, 
>Yhich is of a liberal character, will be 
available to any association prepared to 
conform with the requirements of the 
Agricnltural Bank _\et." 

HEPORT OF GEOPHYSICISTS ON Ro;L\ OILFIELD. 

Mr .. JOXES (Paddington) asked the Secre­
tary for l\Iines-

" l. \Vill he request Mr. E. Burgraff, 
Australian representative of the Elbof 
Ir.stitution of Geophysics, to furnish him 
with the scientific reports and findings 
on which he based his report recently 
published in the press on the 16th of this 
month? 

" 2. ·when received, will he publish 
same. and submit to the consideration of 
::Yir. Dunstan, Chief Government Geolo­
gist, and Mr. L. C. Ball, Deputy Chief 
and Petroleum Geologist, and then make 
a.-ailab!e their deductions? 

"3: Is he aware .that Dr. Krahmann, 
g-eologist and geophysicist, of the Elbof 
Institution. when in Queensland, and 
prior to leaving for Germany, promised 
to make aYailable to the Mines Depart­
ment all scientific reports of the Roma 
field, or any other field on which mem­
bers of the Elbof Institution v, ould 
operate in Queensland?" 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:"-JES (Hon. 
E. A .• Hherton, C'hillar;oc) rt'pliod-

" 1 to 3. I am prepared to give con­
sideration to approaching the Elbof 
Geophysical Organi"ation with a .-iew to 
hnving made available to the department 
the scientific reports and findings on the 
area in the Roma district, on which Mr. 
E. Burgraff, the Australian representa­
tive of the organisation, based his report 
recently published in the press on 16th 
instant. I may say, however, that the 
work of that organisation in Queensland 
IS controlled by the Queensland 
Geophysical Company, which, I under­
stand, has expended considerable sum:; in 
obtaining scientific data, of which they 
conld reasonably claim to have the exclu­
sive use. I am unaware' that Dr. 
Krahmann, geologist and geophysicist, 
made the promise referred to by the 
honourable member for Parldington .. , 

ExPE~SES INCURRED BY LATE AND PRESE~T 

CABIXET Mr:-~rsTERS. 

Mr. DU:\"LOP (Rockhnmpton): I desire 
to ask the Premier whethe1· he has an answer 
to the following questions which I addressed 
to him on 28th August:-

" 1. \Vhat were the expenses incurred 
by e:1ch of the Cabinet Ministers who 
ha l'e just gone out of office sin re tho 
1st July, 1928. till the date the present 
Cabinet Ministers took up office, and 
bow are such expens0' made up? 

"2. \Yhat expenses have been incurred 
by the present Cabin et Mini<ters since 
they took office till, say, to the l7th 
instant, inclusive, and how are such 
expenses made up?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moorc, 
Aubigny) replied-

" Refc~rring to the question asked by 
the honourable member for Rockhampton 
on the 28th August, I lay on the table 
of the House a return showing the 
expenses incurred by each of the Cabinet 
Ministers during the financial year, 1st 
July, 1928, to 30th June, 192~1. 



1\illnister. 

Hon. W. McCormack 
Ditto 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith 
Hon. A. J .. Jones 
Hon. J. Mullan 
Hon. J. Larcombe 
Hon .. T. Stopford 
Hon. 1\1 •• T. Kirwan 
Hon. '1\ WHson 
non. 'f. Dunstan 
Hon. D. A. G!edson 

Ditto 

----,-----------,.------'-' 1,.'--.MINISTERS' EXPENSES, 1928-29. 

Ministers' Daily I Private _Hotel_ Expe!lees, ' Railwa¥ F~res:=-:-~- ---- 1

1 

Department Allowance Secretaries' mrludmg P~Jvate j Pnv_a.te. . . I Incidentals. ' _ 
Car Hire. 

' d [ A 1 Secretanes Secrctanes and · 1 -

_____ £2 2s. per ay~ ---~~~ance. ___"J'_d Guest_s._ _ Guest~---~ __ 1 Country. 

Premier's 
Treasury •• 

Agriculture 
Mines •. 
Justice •• 
Railways .. 
Home .• 
Works . . .. 
Public Instruction 
Lands . . . . 
Labour and Indus try 

1 
State Trade 

£ s. d. I £ 8. d.! £ 8. d. £ 8. d. I £ s. d. I £ 8. d. 
33.:2 0 26 .. 5 0 31~ }~ ~ 15:. 8 6 55 .. 7 5 ! (a)53 . ~ 6 

205 16 o 1 52 17 6 357 12 4 93 5 7 • 43 3 7 1 158 11 3 
138 12 0 I 1 17 6 132 17 10 .. (b) 98 2 11 I 56 1 0 
224 14 o I 61 2 6 222 11 o 43 6 g , 70 14 g 

1

180 15 1 
122 17 0 40 17 6 (c) 351 13 10 .. 14 5 8 126 18 6 
284 11 0 59 8 9 216 1 11 162 1 G 104 10 1 134 8 5 

74 11 0 ' 9 l1 3 49 14 10 30 10 5 26 11 11 i' 23 8 0 
92 8 0 . 19 2 6 159 2 9 . . 83 14 6 50 12 6 

12~ 1s o 1 8 5 o s 11 6 (d) 21 10 o 21 15 9! 39 12 o 
1 o 1 o o I 1 17 6 4 10 o s 18 2 o 10 o .. 

.. .. .. I .. 17 2 o 

£ ll,3u 9~0 ~~-281 5 o 1,82o 6 11 523 6-n--1 519 s 7 

Brisbane. 

£ 8. d. 
104 19 0 

£ s. d. 
745 10 8 

5 12 8 

40 14 
576 13 
106 5 

9 4 
185 14 

63 17 
121 19 

70 13 
0 14 

1,370 14 

~34 
6 952 0 g 
0 1,004 4 3 
3 999 9 4 
6 665 17 0 
0 1,147 4 8 
2 278 4 7 
6 526 19 g 
6 297 5 9 
0 - 26 19-8 

17 2 0 

1

-----;u-18 
5 6,666 11 1 

(a) Includes aeroplane, £12. (b) Includes £62 3s. 11d. for whieh no details have been furnished. (c) Includes £99 18s. luncheons, etc., at the opening or 
Mount Isa Railway performed by the Attorney-General on behalf of the Minister for Railways. (d) Special rail motor, £27 10s. 

Minister. 

Hon. A. E. Moore 
Hon. R. M. King .• 
Hon. W. H. Barnes 
Hon. J. C. Peterson 
Hon. N. F. Macgroarty 
Hon. W. A. Deacon 
Hon. H. 1<' Walker 
Hon. G. ]}forgan .. 
Hon. H. E. Sizer .• 

Ditto. 

Hon E. A. Atherton 

Departments. 

, Premier's .. . . . 

I 

Public Instruction 
Treasury •• 
Home •. .• 

I Justice 

I 

Lands .. 
Agriculture 
Railways •. 
I,abour and Industry 
State Trade 

•• I Mines ... I 

£ 1-

" 2. MINISTERS' EXPENSES, 1928-29. 

Ministers' 
Daily 

Allowance. 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Private 
Secretaries' 
Allowance. 

Hotel Expenses, 
,

1

· including Private 
Secretaries and 

I Guests. 
~£~ •. ----ea.- --- £ -.. :--a_--

3 0 0 20 1 0 
1 10 0 16 17 8 

1 2 6 
3 15 0 
4 10 0 
2 3 1 
0 7 6 

19 15 (i 
15 5 0 
4 12 6 
6 14 11 

36 12 10 
8 15 3 
1 4 0 

46 19 () 

176 17 8 

Railway Fares- I I 
Private ' Incidentals. 

Secretaries. li Country. I Brisbane. 
---- -- --- ---1---~-- --~~-------c~-~ 

Car Hire. 
---~---

Total. 

£ s. d. I £ 8, d. I' £ s. d. £ 8. d. I' £ 8. d. 
1 ll 7 i 4 18 9 1 1 0 1 10 0 ' 32 2 4 

6 11 0 i 6 10 0 • • I 31 8 8 

5 2 9 0 Hl 0 11 10 0 2 7 6 I 35 4 3 
. . 11 . . . . ! 19 15 (J 

1 17 6 2 10 0 1 8 0 i 11 10 6 

2 10 6 12 17 6 3 8 () 0 g 0 60 2 4 
1 17 2 4 0 0 4 8 0 I 20 15 1 

• . 10 () G I 1 0 0 I .. 21 18 10 
5 7 10 0 18 2 0 8 3 5 7 0 ~13. 12. g 

14 16 3 . • 14 16 3 
1 -28-9 0 

104 10 (\ 

14 12 8 

l7 5 

57 

20 15 0 

6 

8 10 6 

!,;;) 14 0 : 365-l~ 

en 
"" 0 

<.() 

" ~ 
"'· 0 

~ 

~ 
'[/). 

t:::l 
~ 
to 
~ 

.:... 

<.() 

" ~ 
1;• 

~ 
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PAPER. 
The following paper was laid on the 

!able, and ordered to be printed-
Report upon the Government Central 

Sugar Mills for the year ended 30th 
June, 1929. 

l'ETISONAL 
Mr. BEDFORD 

permission of th0 
sona1 cxplanatjon. 

l~XPLANATION. 

(lliarrego): I ask 
House to make a 

the 
per-

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of 
the House that the hon. member for 
\Varrego be allowed to make a personal 
explanation? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BEDFORD 11T'mTc!)o): Last week 
while speaking on the Addrhs in Heply, 1 
made a staten;ont which might do an inius­
tico to the person mentioned, end as I would 
lather have anything happen than do that, 
especially uncl r the protection of privilege, 
I wish to < CJrrcct the statement that lVIr. 
Rymer wrote the article complained of, 
although he was actively associated with 
!he defendants' case. 'I'he first bill of costs 
against me for the do£cndant3' costs in that 
part of tlw libel action in \\hich I failed 
contained thio, item:-

" Atl<lnding chairman of directors and 
manager of dcfcndaJJt cornR,any and 
Rymcr, the \vnter of !he alleged 
defamatory article." 

Since then I hav0 recei;·ed a corrected bill 
of costs, which contains this:-

"Attending Francis Kcnna, writer of 
nlleged defamatory article on telephone, 
and lat0r at office, when appointme"t 
made for 7.30 to-mor,·ow night. 

" Long attf'ndanco on Francis Kcnna. 
obLtining stafcm0nt including his inter­
pretati~...:n of Eta.tmncnts concerning 
plai11titt tL'ncling to show tha truth of 
such article." 

:VIINING TRrST LIMITED AGREE11El\'l' 
RATIFICATION BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRET.t'..RY FOR MINES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherton, Uhillagoc): I beg to move-

" That the Hcuse will, at its present 
'litting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the \Vhole to eomider of the dcsir­
ablem's of introducing a Bill to approve, 
ratify, ancl confirm an ag-reement made 
between the Honourable Emut Albert 
Athcrton, the Sec-rotary for Mines of the 
State of Queensland, and the Mining 
Tru,t Limited, a company incorporated 
and registered in Great Britain, relating 
to prospecting for minerals and the 
matter of mineral lcas<'s, claims, and 
n1ining tenon1onts in respect of certain 
Lnds. and for other purpo·es." 

::VIr. \Y. FORGAN S~HTH (Jiacka11): I 
called "::\ot formal" to this motion because 
of its unusual character; thnt is to ~<ty, a 
Bill ,., hi rh is apparently intmded to ratify 
a very i1nportant contract is going to bo 
int-roduced into Committee " at its present 
sitting-.,, rrho usual prnctico is to give no tiro 
of a Bill and mo•,,; the resolution in Com­
mittee on a subsequent day. I ,., ould liku to 
know what urgenc·.- there is in this matter 
that it i proposed to go into Committee to­
day. 

'l'hc PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore. 
A uuifJnl!): It is not intended to go on with 
the Bill to-day. 

Question put and passed. 

OFFICIAL Il\QuiRIES EVIDENCE c\.CT 
A:0.1ENDMENT BILL. 

RESU}tPrrox oF CmnnTTEE. 

(Jf,'. rtoberts, East 1'ao1coomba, in the chair., 

Clan~(~ 4-" Arnf1ulrrant of section 5-
PcnaltJJ for failing to attend, produce docu­
muzts, to be su:orn, or to git·e eTiduu: ''-

:Ylr. IV. FORGAX SMITH (Jfuri 1_11) : 
\Yhen tho Committee adjourned on the last 
Ot-C'USl?!l, 
rC'gar{tlng 

I was askjng for infonna tlon 
subclauso (b), \Yhich roads-

'· Subsection t\YO of the said s2ction 
fivo of the principal Act is further 
aJ•wnded by omitting the wo-rds-

' Provided that no such person shall 
be compelled to answer any question 
tending to incriminate himself.' " 

I pointed out on that occasion that this pro­
Yiso \Yas insNtNl in the Act at the sugges· 
iion of Mr. Blair, the then mcmbeJ for 
Ipswich. and now the Chief Justice of the 
Slate. It was shown on that occasion, as hon. 
1nernbers kno"\v, that the general la'v contain8 
this prO\-ision. It is ace :pted in all lJ!'ngres­
siY(" countric::~ as an axiorn of justice that a 
person •:hall not be cxpcdcd to give ev-idence 
tondino- to incriminate himself. While 
agrcci~g to the principle !hat Govern1nents 
haYe: a right to take snfliCicnt po\ver to get 
inforinatlOn whieh is in the public interests. 
it is nccPssarv that son1c justification should 
be g-iyen for this definite departure from that 
principle. The Attorney-General has agreed 
-with n1y suggestion, and perha,ps it is 
intended to omit this proviso for the r<-.tson 
that. as it is contained in the Act, it might 
lead to abuse by persons who do not desire to 
giYc eYidence but ,vho should give it, rnaking 
that the plea for failing to render that ser­
Yiee to the Shtc which a citizen is expected 
to a·iyc when called upon to give public 
cvirlcuco. That may be a very good reason. 

However, I called attention to this matter 
on the ground that a departure in any Bill 
of such a far-reaching character should not 
be allowed by Parliament to pass without 
c'mphasis being placed on the fact that certain 
basic principles of justice must he adhered to 
at all cc sts, and that every GoYernment must 
realise that justice can be obtained in " 
ccmnmnit;, only by the wise and proper exer­
cise of authorit'y, and that abuses should not 
he al!O\ved to creep in. However. the 
Government apparently take the rcsponsi­
bilitv for this action, and I ·do not propose 
to p;·ess the matter further. Certainly under 
this Bill the Government are taking po"·er 
of a very far-reaching character-11owcr 
\Yhich could he justified by the failure of 
the commission appointed by the Comrnon­
w~alth Government to inquire into the sugar 
in-dustry in consequence of an incident in 
1911. 

I want to know whether the Attorne,·­
General has considered all the implications 
of the clause. Does he realise, for example, 
that the powers given by this Act arc con­
ferre:l from time to time on other bodie' and 
authorities? For example, the Royal Com­
miv,ion on Public Works will be enabled to 
cxcrci e all the authority which this Act g-iYC> 

.lir. Smith.] 
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to the bodies authorised to use it. It deals 
also with a very vexed question that has 
often arisen in the administration of the 
Industrial Arbitration Act of 1916 and Its 
amendments. Under that Act the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration has the authority of 

commi<sion appointed under this Act. 
Frequently it has been urged tha! th~ board 
did not exercise its full authonty m that 
dirccti<Jn in order to obtain evidence which 
would ITUide it in litigation or complrtint's 
before it. Such a point arose when I was 
Secretary for Public \Vorks, when, on the 
recommendation of the late President of the 
Industrial Arbitration Cnurt, Chief J ustico 
:;}lcCe.wley-a most successful administrator 
of the Industrial Arbitration Act-the 
Government appointed certain economists to 
make an inquiry as to productivity and ot~er 
questions which have an important beanng 
on the industrial life of this State. I i·cmem­
ber that in conversation with certain of my 
advisers: it was pointed out that sufficient 
power was not granted to . th? court _under 
the Act to enable it to obtam mformatwn as 
to productivity which it was necessary for it 
to have in giving a judg1nent .. ~Ion. men;­
bers "ill realise that a court givmg a basw 
wage judgnwnt is doing somet_hing of far 
!'rcater importance than any Judgment of 
the Supreme Court, which affects only a few 
individuals and involvPs only a few thott­
sand pounds. Under a basic 'vagc finding 
eYery worker and industrv in the State are 
affected to a very material extent. So it 
,yas nccc•;sarv that the court should be vested 
"·ith sufficie~t power to enable it to investi­
g-ate thoroughly whether industries arc in a 
position to give a better standard of living 
than those existing at the material time. I 
merely wish to point out the far-reaching 
character of this measure, and ask the Attor­
ney-General whether he has fully considered 
all its implications by reason of the extension 
of these further powers to other statutory 
bo·dies now operating under the pri;ICipal 
Act. 

The .Nr'TOitNI'Y-GENERAL (Hon. X F. 
l\Iacgroarty, South Bri;;(J 'ne): I wonld a~rcP 
entirclv with the remark.. of the Lr,ader of 
the O!)position if W'l di-1 not have in this 
Bill subclause [5E]. This Bill must be read 
as one in conjunction 1s-i"-h the pre~r·nt Act. 
It is intended under the Bill, to omit from 
the princip1l Act tho wnrds-

'' Providrd that no mch person shall 
be con>pelicd to <lnswor any question 
tending to incriminate himself." 

You cannot read <hat am1mrlJnent alone. The 
wrn~ds arc "tcndinr..s to incriminate hirn­
self," which means that it would he nccoos. 
ary first, that such person '·hould be put on 
trial in a criminal conrt. Subclause [5E] 
of the i3ill provides:-

" ..._\_ stat01ncnt or disclosurC' n1ado by 
any wi tnc..:~ in al13\\ ;r to any question 
put to him by a rommi"ion ... shall 
not (except in proceedings for an offence 
"gainst thic, Act) be admissible in •?Yi­
clCnce again_st hiH1. in r',ny ci\-il or crin1i-
1ml pmceedmgs.-

::\[t. \V. FORGAN l'hiiTH: That corbinly 
removes some of the objeciionablo features. 

The ATTORXEY-GENER U.: Many 
things hav•c happened since the enactment 
of the Off1cia1 Inquiries Evidence \et of 
1910. and I am sure that the present Chief 
Justice would cntirelv agree with the Go­
vernment in providiiig subclauso [5E]. No 
harm can be don~ by omitting the words set 

fJlr. Smith. 

out abovP, because the evidence wiil not be 
admissible in any civil or criminal pro­
ceedings. I have considered the nature of 
the powers that may be conferred upon any 
hod v in anY other realm 

1ir. \V. l•'onGAN S)I£TH : You know that 
there arc a number of Acts. 

The A1TOJ'l,l\EY-GE:\:ERAL: I am 
quite aware of that, b~t I h_ave. 11ot the 
slightest doubt that this legislation will 
operate in a fair 1nanncr to cverybocly. 

Clause 4 agreed to. 
Clause 5-·-·· ~'Nutement:s ?.'cule l;y 1ritness 

not arlmis::;iblc in el•ir_1encc against him"-

l\11'. W. FOHGi1N SMITH (.1Iackay): The 
Attorney-General referred to subclaus'e [5E], 
\Yhich certainly rernovc.':l «tn objectionablo 
feature which would otherwise have been 
cont,aincd in c-lause 4. I raised the point of 
view as exprcs~ed in an e:.ulit::r contribution 
to the debate that sometimes a matter of 
this kind may b~ introduced in a Dill and 
passed throug·h Parliament without its true 
~igniftr"1nce being reali~.~d- I an1_ a. gr~at 
adherent of the principle that _basic JUsbca 
must at all times be obs-,rvecl m amendmg 
the law in !Jarlianwnt. 1t is not a wise 
attitude of mind to think that one can do 
wrong with a. view to doing good. ThB 
resulfs that follow c\c,o,rl;r indicate that that rs 
a verv unsound principle upon \VhJCh .to 
work." The Attorney-General will realise 
that following a disclomre before a Royal 
Com'rnis':iion) ·whilst the information rnay not 
be admis.3ible as evidence in a subsequent 
action in many cases the effect is there. In 
the ca'se of a trial by jury the jurymen aro 
con~cious of the inforrnation. This Is the 
point I wis_h to ~1akn: Tn a _case ~et 
down for tnal by Jur::, whether m ordm­
ary civil or criminal proceed1n&s, coun~el 
for the one side or the other mig·ht desire 
to have celto.in evidence placed before the 
jury, objection is, taken to that evH!cnce 
being tenuercd. 1he obJcctiun may be sus­
tained, but the iHtcntio,l of the counsel m 
raising the matter has be:'n ''er;·ed by_ the 
impression left on the mmds ot the. Jury­
men. Howev0r, I reali3e that. jt is 1mpos· 
siblc to provide for ev·;ry contmgency. 

The ATToR:o;E'"-GEXER.\L: Thuy must not 
take ally notice of that evidence. 

Mr. W. FOEG/l.N Sl\Il'l'H: Psychologi­
cally the effect on the minds of the Jury­
men cannot be removed. 

The ATTOH:o;E;-GENERAL: It would be, with 
honourable men. 

Mr. W. FORGAN S!viiTH: Hm,Jver, the 
best has been dc.ne _in subclauSJ [5E] th~t 
can be done m the Circumstance~, and I ao 
not propose to oppose the pnnc1ple t.herem 
contained. Then is no doubt that m cer­
tain extraordinary circnmstances, such +-as. 
!hose to which I alluded in the case of ,he 
Federal Sugar Commission in_ 1911, when 
extraordinary power was reqm_red to deal 
with a recalcitrant company _wh1ch shel_tered 
behind its wealth thinking It. could vwlate 
the law of the country with Impumty. 

Clause 5 agreed to. 
[3 p.m.] 
Clause 6-" Application of 1ict "--agreed 

to. 
The House resumed. 
The CnAIR)!AN reported the Bill without 

amendment. 
Third reading of the Bill made an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow. 
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TREAS'GRER'S FINAKCIAL TABLES. 
The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 

1Fynnum) prescr:.ted tho tables relating to 
the T'rc;H:urer's Financial Staternent for the 
}"Car 1929·30. 

Ordered to be printed. 

ESTI:YJATES·Il\-CHIEF, 1929-30. 
The SPEAKER reported the receipt of a 

mess.tge from His Excellency the Governor 
forwarding the " Estimates of tha l'robabl~ 
\Yays and l\lcans and Expencliture of the 
Governrnent of Queensland for the J8ar 
euding 30th June, 1930." 

Ordered to be printed, and referred to 
Committee of Supply. 

SUPPLY. 
0PEXING OF C01Bl1TTEE. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnf3, 
n·ym,u,.): Mr. Speaker, I beg to move-

" That you do now leave the chair." 

l\ir. HA:'\LO:"I! (Ithaca) : Before you !eave 
the Chair, ::l.lr. Speake1·, there are one or 
two matters which I would like to ventilate 
before this House. The Premier has seen 
fit to mako an issue of the question as to 
whether he and the members of his Govern­
ment made any pledge to the people of 
Quecn3land prior to clectiou day to the effect 
that he would provide immediately for the 
relief of nnemployment, and that he would 
not tolerate a reduction of salaries, a length­
ening of honrs, or a rctrenchrncnt in the 
public service. These are very important 
mc.tters to the rooplo of Qucensland-most 
;mport_ant jn. yiew. of the. politicaLdevelop­
ments which have taken place in the last 
month nr two in the Federal arena. The 
questions of hours, vvages, a11d conditions, 
bave now. O'.Ying to political deY~;lopn1cnt~. 
become of vital importance to the pcop'e of 
Queensland. I contend, and have contended, 
that manv thousands of electors at the last 
State election voted for hon. membel'S on the 
opposite side of the Home in the belief that 
the pledges giwn by their louder and them­
selves could be relied on. 

J\ir. CLAYTON: So they cnn. 

Mr. HAXLON : Had Lhe people of Queens­
land realised that no faith conld be placed 
in their statements that >vages >Yoald be 
protected, I believe they would never ha•-e 
given their allegiance to the party which is 
110\V goyerning this State. 

The Premier has seen fit to question the 
accuracy of some of the statements made hy 
me when referring in tho debatn on the 
Address in Reply to thP pledges made by 
his partv to the people prior to the la2t elPc­
tion. The other m·ening- the hon. gcc.tleman 
said that I had put into his mouth words 
which he had never \lSCd. He stated that he 
had not made any pledge not to reduce the 
-tandard of liviug in Queensland, and led the 
House to believe that he told the people 
quite frankly that, if returned to power, he 
would repeal the Basic \V age Act, the 44-hour 
week legislation, and the rural workers' 
award. A rather interesting situation has 
developed in this regard. The Premier also 
congratulated the new members of this House 
upon the manner in which thc.y had addressed 
thcmselws to the Assembly. stating that they 
were doughty and bravo follo•.\NS >Yho had 

not run a>.-ay from anv statements they had 
made to the electors prior to their election. 

l\'Ir. CLAYTON: They will not run away 
from any statement they made. 

::\Ir. HAN'LON : I hope that hon. members 
wili li.-e up to the estimate of their character 
which the Premier evidently holds-that they 
will not run away from nny ple·dge or 
promise they made to the people of Queens­
land. 1\Ia;.- I express the earnest hope tha.t 
hon. members opposite will endeavour to 
justify the very high opinion which the 
Premier has expressed of them? In the 
course of !>IV address I shall mention a few 
of the defiR{te promises made by hon. mem­
ber·· opposite, and it "ill be interesting then 
to see what assurance they will give of their 
courage and d0sire to live up to the pledges 
they have given. The words which I used 
in this House, and to which the Premier took 
C'xccption, wore-

" He faithfully promised the people no 
retrenchment. From every platform in 
Queensland, through the press, and by 
means of 'dodgers,' he fni!hfully 
promised the people that there would be 
no wage reduction. He also promised 
the people of Queensland that there 
wonld be no increase in the hours of 
labour.'' 

The hon. gentleman stated that I had put 
words into his mouth. No member of this 
I-Iouse is justified in n1aking an assertion 
which he is not prepared to prove. I made 
that statement, and I intend to prove it this 
afternoon, because it is duo 11ot only to 
myself but ro the people who sent me here 
that I should verify any statement made by 
1118. 

Although I have not had much time at my 
r:lisposal, _I have _carefully_ peru.,cd the. no>YSc. 
paper fi!es containing accounts of meetings 
held during the last election campaign, and 
I ha.-e picked out "" many quotations as I 
could of remarks made bv candidates who 
stood for political honours "in the Kationalist 
interests. These quotations can be deemed 
authentic reports of .the actual wordo used 
b~- the respecti.-e candidates. The first· 
extract is from the " Courier " of 6th M a), 
containing a report of a meeting held by Mr. 
Henry Quinn, the selected Country-National 
candidate for Bllranda, at vVoolloongabba, 
on the preceding Saturday night. 

:\Ir. CLAYTON: He is not her" 

:\Ir. HANLOX: The "Courier" evidently 
"ives that statement considc•uhle promi­
~ence, because in he a .-y typr. u e find this 
heading-

"No \VAGE CuT. 

" ;\lORE E:\IPLOY}!EKT. 

"Counir!J-:Yational Party's Polic:,1." 

The quotation I extract from that report 
reads-

" The dominant note I wish t J strike 
is that the f'ountry-Xational Party does 
not. stand for a reduction of ,..,-ages or any 
curtailment of the privileges now enjoyed 
by the wage-earner." 

Xow. ::\lr. Mitchell, the endorsed ::\'ationalist 
candidate for the Bremer, addressed the rail­
\Yav workshops emplovees in the lunch hou! 
on ·2nd ::\Iay, and this "is a quotation from his 
speech, as reported in the " Courier " of 3r·d 
i'.la.--

< "Mr. i\Iitchell defined the attitude of 
tho ""ationalist Party towards hours and 

J1lr. Han!on.] 
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wages generally, with especial reference 
to the RaihYa:v Department, and gave a 
pledge that wages would not be reduc-,d. 
nor hours increased, nor retrenehrnent, if 
tho Nationalist Party \Yore returned to 
power." 

:\Jr. CLAYTON: You ha Ye barked two losers 
already, you know. 

Mr. HANLON: I will now giYo you a 
winner. This is an extract from the " Tele­
graph" of 6th April. Mr. Tedman, the pre­
sent member for :Maree, spe.tking· at the 
South Brisbane City Hall, said-

" The statement that the Country-Pro­
gressive Nationalist Party will reduce 
wages if returned to power is one of the 
most diabolical lies uttered." 

Here is the same g-entlcrnan, speaking at 
Mowbray Park. This also is a sLrred r•. port 
in thG "Courier." It is hea-ded " A Delibe­
rate Lie"-

" They had distributed untrue litera­
ture, not telling what they had done, 
but what would be done if the 
Nationalists were successful. They had 
said in these pamphlets that the Opposi­
tion ''Tould rrducc ·wages and inC'reaso 
hours. This was entirely untrue." 

GoYER:>f}lEXT MEl\!BERS: Quite true. 
::VIr. CLAYTOX: Don't forget what your 

party said at Emu Pa-rk. 

Mr. IIANLON: I have not had time to 
look up the reports of speeches of the hon. 
member for \Vide Ba::. Mr. J. :McLennan, 
the endorsed Nationalist candidate for Forti­
tude Valley, said-

" The idea of a '-'age reduction could 
be dismissed as a 'bogy'--" 

GovERNl\!EXT l\lE,mERS: Quite truP. 

::VIr. HANLON: He continued-
,, which I do not think for a moment you 
can consider correct." 

Mrs. Longman, the hon. member for Bulimba, 
is reported as follmn:-

"The principle of the Moore Party­
that the wa~:es of the working man qhould 
not be reduced, althoup;h thev wore quite 
willing to reduce parliamentary salaries 
-\Yas echoed by Mrs. Longman." 

The principle of the Moorc Party was that 
wages would not Le reduccil. 

Mr. Thatcher. the endorsed Nationalist 
candidate for Brisbane, speaking at the 
Leichhardt Street State School, as reported in 
the " Courier" of 3rd May, had this to say-

" Tht~ McCormack Party in ono of its 
l)·ing pamphlets said that the standard 
of ljving, as well as \vagcs and hours, 
would be attacked if Labour failed to 
secure a return to power. l\ir. JI.Ioore 
had definitely stated that thc'e vital 
matters would not be attacked." 

GOYER!OIEXT MEMBERS: Quite true. 

:Yir. HA::--JLO:.J: Mr. Hill, the hon. mem­
ber fnr Kolvjn Grove, speaking at S\Yan 
Hill. as reported in the " Telegraph " of 
2nd May, said-

" He nnphaticall~- denied that the 
party intended di~lnis-;ing public scr­
Yants, re·ducing tvages, or longthoning 
the hours of ]alJOur, and appealed to his 
nuclience to cho.nge the Government.' • 

lie had better tell that to the public servants 
to-day. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

[Mr. Han~on. 

Mr. HANLO::--J: Mr. Macgroarty, the 
present Attorney-General. speaking at the 
South Brisbane City Hall on 5th April, as 
reported in the "Telegraph" of 6th April-

" assured his hearers that there wili 
not be anv drastic retrenchment of the 
public service. This is a bogy created 
bv the other side." 

Some of these public servants arc ah·cady 
carrying the bogy. 

GovEm;MENT Jl.fE~IBEHS: 'Tell us one \Yho 
has been dismissed. 

3-lr. HA-:\'LON: Mr. Sizor, speaking al 
Korthgate and Banc·o-

" Repeated that his party \Yas not a 
party of low wages and long hours. A 
low-wage con11nunity ·was a la\Y-<-pcnding 
community, which ',\as entire!,-. opposed 
to their ideals and aspirations." 

Some of these gentlemen could write " 
,-ery nice otory of ideals and aspirations 
to-day. 

Then the T1·easurcr is reported in the 
"Courier" of 2nd May last, as fo!lo,-s :-

" Mr. Barnes referre-d t0 the Premier's 
(:Vfr. ::VIcGormack's) assertion that the 
proposed reduction in n1en1bor~,.' salaries 
was the prelude to a reduction of wage-; 
of the workers. He warmly denied that 
such was the intention of his party, and 
declared that his party stood for m·bi­
tration." 

GOVER:>IMEXT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. IIANLON: Ono can quite easily 
understand the indignation with \Yhich the 
hon. gentleman denies tho charge. 

The hon. member for Nundah is also 
reported in the " Telegraph " of 2nd May 
as having spoken on the subject. This 
extract is necessarily a long one, as the hon. 
member usually takes much longer than any­
one else to explain himself-

" Mr. Kolso said that fron1 novv on to 
election day. a tirade of misrepresenta­
tion wonld bo indulged in by Labour 
agaimt Mr. :'IIoore ann his party. The 
GovPrnment would employ the mme 
tactics as thev had done at the last 
election and would try to pby on the 
fears of the electors. by telling them 
th<J.t if th0 Oppo ... ition Party were 
returned w power, they would reduce 
wages. lengthen the hours of labour. and 
abolish the Arbitration Court. 

"Mr. Kelso a lea said that Mr. Moore 
had emphatically stated from time to 
time during this camp.1ign that he and 
his party wonld do nothing of the sort.'' 

GovER:>f}!E}IT METhiBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. HANLON: I am pleased to sec that 
the hon. member for Nundah as well ag 
mvsolf accused the Premier of having madec 
this statement-

" He reitcrnted thf' prnmisck n1adr! b~~ 
:VIr. Moore that nothing in the nnture 
of the suggestions made bY the Labour 
Party woulil be given effect to." 

2\fr. KEl5': Hear, hear! Quite tnH' 1 

3-Ir. IIA:.!LON: In ,"clclition to my state­
ment that the Premier clefinito]y promised 
th>tt there would he no wage reduction o1· 
attack upon working conclitinns. \YC haye 
the assurance of the hon. member for 1'\un­
rlah that tho Premier gave that promise. 
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I would now quote the remarks of the 
Deputy-Lcadc'r of the Go:vernmo.1t, as 
reported in the " Telegraph " of 2nd May-

" The Government had indulged in a 
policy of vilification and abLlse of the 
members of the Opposition and theit· 
polic0 • They said that if the:· (the 
Kationa1ists) wore rctuP1ed with a. 
n1ajority. they \~'iTould reduco wages and 
the standard of living. notwithstanding 
that such statements had been emphatic­
ally denier! by lHr. l'>ioore and mcmLers 
of his party." 

GovERKMEK:r JIIIE1IBERS: Hear, hear! 

:\Ir. HANLON: The hon. gentleman abo 
joined with }lr. I{<>lso ill ~tating th'tt tht'Y 
l.rrd uo intention of reducing wages. 

:\Ir. CLAYTOK: ·what arc you driYing at? 
2.\IIr. H .\::\LO='J: In case the Premier might 

aclopt the view that a grce1t number of the 
electors in the country are taking-that hon. 
nwmbors' pledges and state1ncnts before the 
election could rot be bclieYccl-it would bo 
aclvi,able t:o read a few of the statements 
made by the PrcmiPr him-elf, "' rcpo;·t,·cl 
in the '"Courier'' of 3rd l\Iay last-

" 0KLY J30GIER. 
" LABOUR CO:-iTENTION. 

".~fr. llfo01·e at ;Vackay. 
"30th April. 

" Tho Labour Part5 's contention, ' that 
there would be a reclnction of wages, 
and " lengthening of hours, if the 
Opposition were returned to power,' were 
only bogies' declared Mr. Moore in a 
stirring speech to a crowded meeting at 
the Britannia Hall to-night~-

The report goes on-
" '\Vhat kind of a Government, what 

kind of an idiot, would to-day suggest 
retrenchment and a reduction of wages • 
No one would be so absurd as to want 
to reduce tlw purchasing power of the 
individual. We want to increase, not 
to reduce, the purchasing power of the 
individual. so as improye and maintain 
conditions.' " 

It sounds very nice after the hon. gentlc­
rnan\; assurance the other C'Yening that he 
had told the people that they y;ould have to 
be prepared to bear somo of the losses in 
iudnstry. 

:\fr. EDWARDS: He did not say that at all. 

1\Ir. HANLON: Then at Rockhampton, 
as reported in the " Telegraph ' of 3rd May 
last. thr Premier said-

" Mr. l\Ioore said that all sorts of 
bogie:-; had bc0n raist:.:d b.v Laboue 
jnc]uding the idiotic stato,ncnt that if 
1ho l'\ationalist,; ''· cro roltnnecl there 
'xnu1d he a reduction of wngrs; and an 
i·.cr:--u- ill ;yor,k.i,ng houL'. Thl'y were 
aJl 111UOJF,hll1f'. 

Thn '' 111oonshinc', is bnrni~1g son1e of our 
ur,fortunaic people of Queensland to-clay! 

Speaking at Glachionc:, .;-u rcport€'d in the 
" TdPgraph" Df 4th Muy, the Premier 
suid :-

" T]l,, o 1tstanding fcat·.1re of the 
I.obour policv. 1\Ir nroore aclded, was 
the nu:mbf;r ,f bogies rni :~cl in an en­
de ~ . ..-uur to stan1pt-c1·-- tho eJect-Hs and 
to frighten b"Jck to the Labour camp the 
manv "ho uncloubtccllv had drifted. 
'DoL !lot be so c;;i1lv 88 to .. tako anv noti('; 
of this "11100n~hinc~,' JYir." :!.\'-oor0 
··aid." 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. I-L-i.?\LOX: The electors !.low realise 
whom they were silly enough to take notice 
of. As reported in the " Telegraph" of 7tll 
:\Iay, the PrcJuicr said at Gympie :-

" ' liun1bug' was tho description 
\\-hich Mr. J',loore applied to the Labour 
panrphlets that, while Labour stood for 
high wages, the Opposition was out to 
clown the worker. ' Do not be m"lcd 
by such ridiculous trash,' he said. ' It is 
foreign to my intentions and to the 
intentions of n1y party.' 

·• · \Yhy,' hG rrsk0d, ~should anY rn­
tr llige11t person lvish to reduce ihc' nur­
chasing po\ver of tho people? .A high­
v-:agc country rneans a pr...::spcrous 
country jf rt is prop0rly goYC'riJetl, and 
\\·e ''ant to sco Queensland prcsperons.' :' 

GoVEROIMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

:VIr. HA?\LOJ'\: The hon. g·"Jtlcman 
quat' cl an "xtract from a speech made by 
him at Ipswich, by which he endeavoured to 
conve·- to the House the idea that ho had 
not assured the people that they "ere pro­
t€'ctcd fron1 a rc.duction of Wfl ge~;. He 
quoted a portion of the speech, which gave 
the impression to the Chamber that he 
assured that meeting that all \Yag-es and 
conditions would be left entirelv to the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration·; without 
any protection against reduction. 

Here is an extract from the same speech, 
v·hich throws an cntirdy different light on 
it, as reported in the " Com·im· " of 9th 
May:-

" The Premier (1.\Ir. ::\fcCormack) is 
trying to mislea-d the electors with a dis­
tortion of facts, to make people afraid 
that the Opposition would reduc'; wages 
and lengthen hours. 

"IIc (Mr. ).1oore) would tell the elec­
tors that ".1ges and hours should be 
left to the A1·bitration Court and that 
would be the case if bis party got into 
power ... 

"It would be extraordinarilv foolish 
for him to reduce wages and thus lower 
the purchasing power of the workers.'' 

That illustrates pretty effectively what the 
Premier told the people at Ipswich. 

HPre is an extract from the " Telegraph " 
of 1st :Vlay, reporting what he said at a 
meeting at Mackay :-

" Mr. M.ooro said that the bogy of 
Labouc organis1tion was that if the 
Oppositi<Jn were given power there 
would bo a reduction of \Yag<'s and a 
1ength€'ning of hours. ' y~ ou will go 
back to 1915 ' "as the cry to gull the 
electors . . . These fundamentals in 
indn,try arc fixed by the Arbitration 
Court, and the awards are based on the 
etatistics of the Federal Statistician. A 
change of GoYcrnmrnt will not alter the 
ba<s of ilxativn. Tho _._A..rbitration Conrt 
""ill still retain its powPr. Any sugges­
tion thnt it will not is a bo!l;y raised to 
st.Lmpecle the people . . . It is ridicul­
ous piffle-the election scare of a party 
whose policy is barren-io say thal: my 
party is out to reduce wages.·' 

In the "Telegraph'' of 6th April, the 
Premier is reported as having said at South 
Brisbane:-- · 

" Drastic rcn1edies 1-rcre necessary to 
rectify this 'condition of affairs, but 
these drastic remedies, if his party were 

Mr. Hanlon.] 
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returned to power, will not include 
retrenchment It is the intention of 
his party to g-ive every man the right 
to hold his job." 

1\:lr. l(ELSO : You arc a. long time getting 
to your subject. 

Mr. liANLON: I am getting to it at a 
rate quite satisfac!ory to myself. although I 
think it is very unsatisfactory to hon. mem·· 
bers opposite. 

Those are words quoted ft-om the reports 
of speeche~ made by the Pn·mier. the Dnputy 
Pron1ier, three of his other Ministers, and 
manv m 0 mbers of tho pcrly opposite. They 
definiteh· assnreJ the people that there 
vcould be no retrenchment. no >7agc reduc· 
tion, no increase in hour'3. 

"\or were the people assured from the 
platforn only; they received .these assur­
ances through the press. Here 1s a copy of 
a full page from the. ''Teleg-raph'.' of 8th 
May-a big advertisement showmg th.e 
Premier. apparently, srnashmg the Oppo.Sl­
tion with his fist, and the words, "Defimte 
pledges" in big type:-

" DEFJNITF. PLFDGbS. 

"Th~C Countrv K-rtionalish definitelv 
~tand for · No reduction' in the standard 
of living. 

(Signed) A. E. Moore." 

And under that again:-
" £2.000,000 for 10,000 jobs." 

with tho signature, "A. E. :i\Ioore." _ThMe 
we have the signature of the Premrer to 
both those statements in an advertisement 
inserted in tho daily press. 

In addition to those adYertis('ments, I 
should like to call the attention of hon. mem­
bers to the press statement appearing on the 
front page of the "Courier" on lOth :i\Iay 
last-a statement that dm:' not appear in an 
advertising ooluum-a statement that is not 
an advertisement. and one that has not the 
authority of any indh'i.dual. The m;ly 
authoritv given in the paper is the authonty 
of the Premier, " A, E. Moore, Leader of 
the Country-Progressiye l'\ ational Part;~·. 
Parliament House, Brisbane." That is not 
an ordinarv advertisement. It was the final 
appeal of the Premier to the people, and this 
final appeal is over the signature of the 
Premier on the front page of the "Courier." 
This is the final appeal-

" The main object of the new Govern­
ment in Queensland will be to create 
conditions which will promote hannonions 
relationship in industr;. I believe such 
can be accomplished. In the meantime 
I pledge my party to make available 
£2.000 000 for the relief of the present" 
<listressful conditions of the large army 
of unemployed and their wives and 
families. I fe<>l confident that my pro­
posa 1 will provide work and wages in the 
place of sustenance and Government 
~·ations. and rern~,ve existing obstacles to 
rndustnal peace. 

That was his reason for flsking the neople of 
Queensland to support his party. The state­
ment adds-

" I ask vou. therefore to vote for the 
coN1idate ·pledQ"Nl to snpnort the policy 
of the Conntry-Nat.ional Part;~·." 

GovERNMENT :i\1E~IBERS: Roar, hear! 

[M1·. Hanlon, 

Mr. HANLON: There is the definite state­
ment-

" In the ~e,antirne I pledge my party 
to make aYatlable £2,000.000 for the relief 
of the present distressful conditions of 
the large army of unemployed and their 
wives and families. I feel confident that 
my proposal will provide work and 
wages in place of sustenance and Govern­
ment rations and remove the existing 
obstacles to industrial prosperity." 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : He said he would 
make the money available. 

Mr. HANLON: I also mentioned that. by 
means of " dodgers" distributed throughout 
the country and by means of speechE' from 
the public platform, the party opposite, 
including the Premier, pledged themselves 
that there would be no wage reduction. I 
have here one of those pamphlets showing 
tli.e promise made by hon. members opposite. 
It says-

" When McCormack tries next \Yeek to 
stampede you by appeals to your fear of 
the future, 

REMEMBER 
his propaganda is based on a miserable 
lie. 

THE TRUTH 
is that the Country-Nationalists are deli­
nitely pledged to uphold the present 
standards of living." 

GovERN1IENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. I-IANLON: It concludes-

" Your future is safe in the hands of 
1foore.'' 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Quite right. 

Mr. IIANLON: I now refer to the state­
ment made by me to which the Premier took 
exception. He faithfully promised the people 
from every platform in Queensland, through 
the preso, and by means of " dodgers " that 
there would be no retrenchment and no v age 
reduction. He also promised that there 
would be no increase in the hours of labour. 
I have repeated the promise by the Premier, 
by hi' responsible Ministers, and by a host 
of members of his party word for word. I 
have prnduced not only the advertis0ment in 
the press showing the promise of the Premier 
to provide £2,000.000 for 10,000 people. but 
I have also quoted a definite press shtement 
under the signature of the Premier from 
Parliament House that he would make avail­
able that £2,000,000 for the relief of the 
present bad conditions. In addition, I have 
produced "dodgers" distributed throughout 
the country wherein the party opposite 
pledged the people that the;; were out to 
nphold the present high standard of livin~·· 
I hftve proved entirely my statement made 
on the Address in Reply debut<', to which 
the Premier took exception last Thursday 
night-a statement to the effect that, after 
reading tho speeches, the "dodgers," and 
the publications in the press, there can be no 
doubting the fact that the party opposite 
faced the people with the pledge of no wage 
reduction, no retrench1ncnt, and no increas<-· 
in hours. 

GovERNMEKT i\lEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HANLON: In going through these 
notes it "as refreshing to note that the 
Premier ,~dmitted the foolishness of reduc­
ing wages. 
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Durin~ the course of the same speech 
delivered bv me on the Address in Reply I 
had occasion to point out that the policy of 
reducing wages meant a redttction in the 
purchasing power of the people ?f Queens­
land which would have a very scnous effect, 
not only upon the busine"ses of this city, 
but upon the prosperity of our farmers in 
the country. 

I pointe.d out how the present high price 
of butter and other pl'irnary products 'vas 
maintained, despite the fact that these goods 
were selling at a lower price overseas, >:nd 

I pointed out that the consummg 
[3.30 p.m.] public were quite willing to pay 

that higher price or the world's 
paritY for their products. provided they were 
in a position to do so. Thev took the broad 
vif'w that it was desirable to keep the 
cou:ntry in as prosperous a condition as pos­
sible, and I am pleased to sec that the Pre­
mier shted that he did not favour reducing 
the pui·chasing pO\/cr of the :::oycrcign. 

Mr. EDw ARDS : You sacked them 
altogether. 

l\Ir. H~\""\L(I?\: I have al>o a speech 
reported in the '' Dail.. l\Jail '' as having 
been delivered bv the hon. member for 
Toowong. but I '~·ill not bother reading it 
because we all know that at time, the lion. 
mE'mber would say anything. 

lVIr. MAXWELL: You are the wag~-roducers. 
::Vfr. HA~LO~: The "Queensland Times," 

in its iswe of 29th April. contains a report 
of a meeting held at I ps\vich which ·sas 
attended by the Attorncy-Ucneral. The 
"Times " states-

" l\Ir P. Cassidv asked Mr. 
Macgtoarty what would be his attitude 
if the Arbitration Court increased hours 
from forty-four to forty-eight. Mr. 
1\Iacgroarh said he would do all in his 
power to bring them back again." 

'l'he Attorney-General in this House gave us 
the assurance that at the first available 
opportunity he was going to "ringbark" the 
Arbitration Court, where"s the Premier tells 
us that he is committed to a repeal of the 
44-hour working week. It will be interesting 
to sec how the Attm·ncv-General fares when 
the Premier introduces· that leg-islation, and 
whether (he Attornev-General will take action 
to bring the hours back again. The situation 
that has now developed is this: If hon. mem­
bers opposite have the courage of their 
convictions-the Premier gave them credit 
for that courage the other evening-there 
would not be one of their number alive, 
as they would have torn one another to 
pieces. The Premier and other members of 
the Ministry have endeavoured to create the 
idea that the fixation of wages and hours 
should be left to the Board ~of Trade and 
Arbitration, and that legislation would be 
introduced to do so. They entirely neglect 
to note the remark of the Attornev-General 
about "ringbarking" the Board of Trade and 
Arbitration. They are endeavouring to create 
an atmosphere amongst the people that it 
is their firm belief that the Board of Trade 
and Arbitration should be the sole authoritv 
to fix wages and hours and define conditions 
of employment. 

Mr. \V. FoRGAN S~IITH: The court can 
only fix wages according to the po,yers 
(:onferred upon it. 

)\fr. HANLON: From time to time the 
attitude taken by hon. members opposite 
has been that they will have nothing to do 

with the fixation of hours and wages. The 
Pre1nier has given us that assurance in 
this House; but, while he tells the people 
outside that he will not have anything to do 
with the fixation of hours and wages, and 
that the Board of Trade and Arbitration 
alone will do that, he assured the House 
the other evening that, owing to the dis­
tressful state of the country, the workers 
, .. ill have to reconcile themselves to bear a 
portion of the sacrifice which all parties will 
be called upon to bear to put the State on a 
sound economic basis. The only sacrifice the 
workers can make is in their wages, and 
can any one tell me that since May last 
ihe Board of Trade and Arbitration has 
tnkon steps to bring about a reduction in 
wages. \Vhere has the suggestion of a reduc­
tion of wages come from? Not from the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration It has come 
from parties outside the court. A reduction 
iE wages was foreshadowed b:· the Premier. 
The Gov crnment have warned the people to 
be ready for a reduction in wages, although 
no action has been taken yet to bring that 
about. How can we reconcile the statements 
made by the Government to-day with their 
attitude at the election-that they were not 
going to interfere with wages or hours? 

::VIr. KELSO: Where did you get hold of 
that argument? 

::1fr. HANLON: It is the argument of the 
hon. gentleman and his collea<;ues that they 
are not g·oing to interfere with the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration. There is no applica­
tion before the board for a reduction of 
wages or for any alterations of wages: yet 
hon. members opposite say that "'a£~:rs are 
going· to con1e do\vn. (Qoyernmcnt dissC'llt.) 
People throughout the city are discussing 
what sort of reduction is coming about. In 
fact, business people are saying in eyery 
quarter that no reduction under 10.'. per 
week will be of any value to industry. 

:VIr. :MAXWELL: That is not so. 
~h. IL\NLOK : The Premier left no 

doubt in the minds of the people during the 
election campaign that he would not inter­
fere with the standard of living in Queens­
land; yet he said quite frankly the other 
night the~ it is his intention to repeal the 
Basic ·wage Act.. If the hon. gentleman is 
not going to bring abont a reductjon of 
wages, why repeal the Basic \V age Act.,. hich 
does not prevent the Board of Trade from 
incre'J.sing wages or leaving them stationary? 
The onlv effect that the present Basic \Vage 
Act has· is to prevent any reduction, and the 
P·remier must have something in his mind 
now. 

Mr. EDWARDS: He never said that. 
Mr. HA~LON: Whether the hon. gentle­

man says that wages are to be reduccd by 
the1 Board of Trade and Arbitration or not­
nothing is before that board at present-we 
are assured now of a wage reduction. and 
the Premier knows what the reduction is· 
going to be. Hon. members opposite know 
how the board is going to reconstituted. 
(Government dissent.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. HANLON: If you talk to any busi­
ness people in the city, you will find that 
the consensus of opinion is that no reduction 
of kss than 10s. ·per week will be of any 
benefit to industry. 

Mr. lYlAXWELL: You never talk to any 
business people. 

Mr. Hanlon.] 
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:1Ir. IIANLON: lion. gentlemen opposite 
haYe convickd themselves. vVhcther the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration wants it or 
not, a \Yago reduction and an inrrear<~ of 
lwuro will bo inftic·tcd on Quocn··land. despite 
the pledges mado to the poopk, antl despite 
the Prcn1ior's expres3ion of opinion that hon. 
nu·In_b'"'~·s opposite haxo tho courage of their 
COl1VH .lOllS. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
You are reflecting on tho judges. 

:'v1r. IIANLON: Now that the Deputy 
LPadcr of the Government is in his seat, I 
might remind him that he snt here the other 
t.'Ycning and heard the Pr"nli:r sa"~- tl!at no 
]n·omi"e had been made that a reductic n of 
wage' would not take place. During the 
hon. grmtlcrnan's temporary absence fro1n 
thq Charr1bcr I read a report of a meeting at 
"·hich he addressed the residents of SalisLun 
storing that there would be no reduction of 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLIC INsTRcCTION : 
It is a matter for the Board of Trade and 
Arbitration. 

::\Ir. HANLOT\: And that the Premier 
had cldinitcly and emphatically denied that 
a \Yaf':e reduction would follow the return 
of his--- party to power. 

::\Ir. KING: I never said anything of the 
kin cl. 

:\Jr. I-IANLON: It is l'Cportcd in the pros'· 
Tt !"' clue to hon. nH'n1hcr:::. th0n1srh·p:-; and 
for the presenation of the dignity and 
hotl('stv of this Parliament that they sltOu ld 
inllnf'cliatcly correct reports \Yhich ai·p unf::tir 
Ol' nntruo. It would be interesting, ho,vcy~-·r 
-ro hear what the reporter of the "Tele· 
graph " had to say on the accuracy of his 
report of that meeting. 

:\Jr. KERR: There has boon no wacre n'cluc­
tion. \Vhat arc you talking about? 

}h·. KIR\\'AN: Four davs n \YC'c'k in th.} 
Hailway DC'partmcnt. " 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

::\Ir. HANLO:i'\: Unfortunatclv for himself 
and for his own reputation, tlw" Premier has 
made an issue of the promise of £2,000,1JJO 
an~] 10,000 jobs. The hon. gentleman clcnit'S 
th" responsibility for that statement. Hon. 
111crnbers on this side have quotPd a state­
ment issued in the press under his name that 
he would irntt1Bdiatcl~7 n1akc a..-ailahle 
£2.000,000 and )Jro,-ide 10,000 jobs. 

::\lr. BRAND: You did not quote anything 
of the sort. 

:'vh-. IL\NLO:N: A good thing ,, , 
'aiel too often. so I shall repent it. 
what appeared in the front page 

Conricr "-

"CouxrRY·2"'AnoxAL V m~. 
"The Inain object of ihc nl'\Y Gon•,n­

ment in Quconsiand will be tn create 
conditions whic>h will promote' har­
JnoniolB relationship jn indnstrL I 
believe su<eh can be accomplished. In 
the meantime I pledge my parly to 
makA aYallable £2,000,000 for the relief 
of the present-" 

Tho most definite word in tho article is the 
\Yard ''present." · 

::\Ir. BRA"D : Y on said the \\'Or cl " imme­
diately" a moment ago. 

[:llr. Hanlon. 

Mr. I-IA::'\LON: 

" to rnake aYailallle £2.000,000 for the 
relief of the present clistrc"ful condi­
tions of t.ho large arn1y of 1H1crnploy0d 
and their \Vivcs and farnilie-3." 

Under the Elections Act all electiom-,,ring 
matter has to be -igned, and the only 
signature fWCOfnpan.~ ing this statcrncnt is 
that of "A. E. Moore, Loader of the 
Gountry-Progro~c;ivo ~utim1nljPt Party, Par­
liai11ent I-Iousc, Brj. ba,nc." Since ih"' Prc­
r:nier makes an i~suc of tho rnattcr and donir;;, 
the responsibility of that statement, I think 
it is up to him to tell us who mc,cJe the 
pj·on1ise if he did not. If we are to believe 
that the Premier did not make this "1lcdge; 
ihat he did not authori·,c the ins"rtion of 
Hmt message by the B1·isbane ::'\ewspaper 
Company, Limit<'d; that he die! not authoriee 
tha insertion of those big ac1verti:3crncnts in 
,]] tho daily papers; ttnd that h,· did not 
authorise the statements made bv his fol­
lowers on every platform around' Brisbane. 
The hon. member for :Yiarce, speaking in 
n1_v O\Yn electorate, nutdc tho announce1ncnt 
with regard to the £2,000,000 loan, and 
said-

" This is not an idle boast. An 
announcement will bo made by J\1r. 
J\1oore in the cour''G of a day of two." 

He was a preLty good prophet. In this 
Chamber the Premier definitely denied having 
made that plod,;e. It i·, due to this Parlia­
ment and to thl' people of Queensland to 
kno\ \\ ho has au1hority to ins~rt ad\·ertisc­
l11f:nts in the press oyer the Premier's narne­
who has authority to give official ~tatements 
to the pre~s and sign the Premier's name to 
ihcm. Are we to believe that the Premier 
is a mere cipher for tho Employers' Federa­
tion? 'What body, in defiance of the Premier, 
can publish in the press definite pledges 
committing his party clofin itoly to do cer­
tain things and thus spcure the votes of 
many thousands of electors? And then the 
Premier walks into this Chamber and denies 
lho responsibility for it ! If the Premier 
denies that he made thr,t pledge in good 
fa it h. or denies that he made the pledge at 
all. it is due to the people of Queensland 
and clue to the honom' and reputation of 
this P>trliament that we should kno" who 
did make it, anrl wh~t steps he has taken 
to see th>tc the party will r,ot carry on the 
advertised poli:-v of the Government no 
long,er, because if the pccrty responsible for 
these advertiscm<'nts were able to issue 
jn~tructions to :!.\Ir. 1\Jooro r.s L0adcr of 
th<' ,Opposition. we have no l'Eason to doubt 
that they ran issue instrndions to Mr. Moore 
as Premier of Quecnshnd. \Vc have no 
other alternative but to believe that the 
policy of tho Govemment is dictated by 
~·o1n0borh· outside of PnrliamPnt "\Vho jg not 
rc·,pom.iblc to t.h2 people and not resl)onsible 
to members of this House. and such an 
intolerable position should not be permitted. 
I never thought such a ,,tatc of affairs 
existed: and 1t is onlv on the Premier's 
datPmcnt that we can judge it. I can only 
fon11 the opini011, in con1rnon with other 
nwn expcricncerl in politics. that the present 
Pr0n1icr tonr0d Qu0cnsh.nd sccpr8 in tho 
confidence of defeat-secure in ihe knowledge 
i'11at his party was going to be dcfcai·cd-and, 
in that belief, he made l'cmarkable state­
ments in order to secure votes for Jois unfor­
tunate followers. 

Speaking at Paddington. in answer to a 
question asked by one of t.ho audience as to 
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\\hat \Yould haprH~n to the "Golden Caskcf' 
if rhe Opposition "\Y<..'re r0turned to power, 
the Premier made tho reply that he <elid not 
think the "Golden Casket" Wl1S " g·ood 
thing, but, if he rl'l urncd lo po·wer, 
he ·wonld }eaye it US VYflS. rr!Jat is rather 
a peculiar statenwnt to ro1ne irorn rt gc~rtle­
llHUl who dl'''ired to g·o\-Crll the co:Jntry­
that, in order to set:ure tlw yotec: of th0 
twople, he '\Vould leave a~ it \Yas a thiug 
\Yhicb he bclicYed to be onl. 

I ht1YC absolutely }>l'Ovctl the trnth of my 
statements in this Chamber, nnd I have 
pron:d that the people of (~uoensland voted 
fm the party opposite believing that their 
pLedges and promises wonld be fa1~hfully 
r arried out; and hon. n1P1nbcrs opposite art: 
i11 honour bound to ntnkP sorne effort to 
protect the peonlo of Qu~cnsland from a 
\-iola.tion of the~ election pled)Ycs given b~y 
tJt,~ Prunicr. 

:\lr. COLLI:\'S (Hni en): I desire to say 
a fc,,; words before von leave the chair. 
Jlefore proceeding wiOi rny addn:ss, I want 
to exprcs3 my regret at the dce.th of the la.tc 
hon. member for 1\laryborough, i\Ir. D. Werr, 
"ho . :1t alon'iside nw in this Chamber last 
Tlnustlav aftornoon. It goes to prove that 
in ]1ubliC life men who arc { onscicntious, as 
the late hon. member for 1\Iaryborough was. 
~acrifice thoir live::l, as it \Pcrc, in the public 
interest. 

i\Iy re •rson for speaking this afternoon is 
thnt I h:1-rc a gr]e,-allce, not only in con­
llectlnn \vith my O\Yn electorate, but in con­
lledion with Xorth Queensland and Queens­
land in :;enoral. There has been considerable 
di>cw:sio-n in this Chamber and throughout 
the country, as reponed in the press, in 
reference to an agreement entered into by the 
ex-Secretar-: for i\Iincs. the hon. member for 
Paddingtor1, on behalf of the late Govern­
ment. and Mr. Sleigh, who carries on business 
in J\Ielbournc as a con1n1i~sion agent, and 
<llso as an exporter of coal. I want to 
dofine m} own attitude on this question. 
b:.'{"ause no one ha;:; ever accused 1ne of 
rnnning away from anything which I 
thought was the right thing to advocate, and, 
as I had >t good dcccl to do in connection 
·with this 1nattcr, as the ex-Secretary for 
lHincs knows, I wish to quoto a speech I 
nwdc, \vhich is reported in "Hansard," vol. 
cxlix .. 1927. page 191-

" I desire to make reference to a para­
graph dealing \Yith coal which appeared 
in the Speech df'liyered from the 
Throne-

The coal section of the industr,· is 
making satisfactory headway. Pro­
duction more than keeps pace with the 
re'luirements of the State, and efforts 
arc being made by the Government 
to foster an export trade. Last year 
1.221,000 tons here raised, valued flt 
£1,100,000, as comparwl with 1,177,000 
tons, valued at £1.000.000, won during 
1925. 
"That paragraph rdcrs to the fact 

thr.t the Go\-ernmcnt are endeavoming 
to create an export trade in coaL That 
is quite true. The Government have 
n1<t.de arrJngemcnts 'with 1\Ir. H. C. 
Rleigh, a large v"<portcr of coal from the 
f"ornmonwealth, with a view to his 
organising an export t.ra do in connection 
with the Bowen State coalmine. I have 
had a number of interviews during the 
last two or three yearo with the Secretary 
for Mines, and I have pointed out to 

1929-2 L 

him that, i£ we are to organise an export 
trade in coal, we must have cheap coal, 
or, in other words, that the coal wrll have 
to be exported at less than the cost of 
production. The Government agreed to 
lower the price of coal for export, but in 
my opinion the price has not boon lowered 
sufficiently to enable us to catch that 
trade. 'l'he Under Secretary for Mines. 
in forwarding me a letter, enclosed part 
of a report to his department made by 
Mr. Sleigh. He points out in that repon 
that the principal competitor in the coal 
trade is South "\frica, especially Natal, 
and the port of Durban. He refers to the 
fact that the South African Government 
give a rebate of Ss. per ton on every 
ton of coal exported from South Africa. 
The result of that rebate is that tho coal­
owners in South Africa are able to 
deliver coal alongside the ship at Durban 
and Natal at 12,. 10~d. per ton as com­
pared with 16s. 4d. at Bowen, or 3s. 5id. 
per ton le<s than we can deliver it 
alongside the boat at Bowen. It is no 
use thinking that we ar,, going to corn· 
petc with other countries in the export of 
coal unless we do something on the 
linos I have just outlined. I trust my 
remarks will rec0ive attention from 
the Government, and that, whilst they 
have lm;erc·d the price of coal for export 
purposes, they will ,;ive consideration to 
the further lowering of the price. The 
figurpg quotr.d by me :in reference to the 
par<tgraph in the Governor's Speech prove 
nothing. At the same time we want to 
know the po,ition of the men engaged 
in the, production of that wealth. Un­
fortunately, the miners on the Bowen 
coalfield, both in the State and privately 
owned mines, have only had work for 
two or three days a week since last 
Christmas. 

"Mr. Brand: That has happened all 
o\-er Queensland. 

" i\ilr. COLLINS : Y eq. It is quite true 
that we have an abundance of coal. 
It is in the ground; but it is of no value 
until it is taken out of the ground. I 
advise those hou. members who preach 
so much about economics that they should 
commence to study that subject." 

That quite clearly defines my attitude in 
1927. 

A peculiar position has arisen since the 
advent of the new Government. On Tue'­
day, 27th August, the hon. member for 
Cook, pursuant to notice, asked th~ Secre­
tary for Mines certain questions, which, 
with the answers, are reported as follow in 
" \Totes and Proceedings " :-

" 1. VYhat arrangenwnts \\',Jrc made by 
the late Government in respect of the 
sale of coal p!·oduced at State co~lmine·c '' 

"2. 'Were agents paid by saLry or 
comn1ission ? 

"3. V\1 hnt aro the names of the agcuts, 
the qc<antitv of coal sold by each, and the 
rate and total earnings, r£'speci1Yc1y, 
stating period'? 

"4. IIas action been taken tov:ards 
terminating any of such contracts or 
appointments?" 

Tho Secrehrv for Mines replied-
" 1. to 4. (a) The late Government 

appointed an agent named F. Byrno to 
attend to local sales at Bowen and 
TownsYille at a salary of £7 per week 

Mr. Oollins.] 
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and C'~ncnse~. I-Ie i.s also provided ;y ith 
office ~ccurnmodation. Action is being 
taken to terminate this appoiuhnent as 
unnec"cary: (b) for a term of three years 
from 24th May, 1927, Harold Crofton 
Sleigh, of 1\1clbonrne, was by agrcen1ent 
with tho Secretary for Min~s appointed 
the sole and exclusive agent of the 
Queensland Government for coal pro­
duced at the State coalmines at Collins· 
Yillc, near Bowen, required for bunkering 
over:3eas vessels and for export, saving 
only contracts then existing. Under this 
agreement Mr. Sleigh is empowered to 
demand 500 tons of the usual merchant· 
able quality of coal every twenty-four 
hours, delivered on trucks at Collinsville, 
at the followinfS prices:-

Best screened coal, per ton 
Run-of-mine coal, per ton ... 
Screened small coal, per ton 

s. d. 
14 0 
12 0 
11 0 

The obligations under the agreement are 
all on the Go·, ernmcnt, the agent merely 
being called upon to ' uso his best endea­
vour,; to extend tlw c 'le of the said 
coal.' The rates charged to the Railway 
Dep>trtmcnt for coal obtained from the 
n1ines in question are the sarno as those 
charged to shipping companies and 
otl"ers, but the ag0nt got a concession 
which has averaged Ss. per ton, and for 
the past year was of a total value of 
£6,384, although _he purchased only 
27,402 tons. as agamst 62,290 tons pur­
chased hy the Railway Department, The 
a.-era"e price to the agent was lh, 5d. 
per ton, whilst cost of production for the 
year 1927-28 averaged 13s, lCd, per ton. 
Comparing the sale price to the agent 
with tho usual selling price, the conces­
sicn to the agent was really a selling 
commission of 30.6 per cent. The agree· 
n1cnt contains no provision for its can­
cellation, other than at the end of the 
first twel.-e months if either party should 
then, from any cause 'v ha t:joevcr. con­
sider that it was not sufficiently profitable 
to continue. The cancellation of this 
contract is at. present being considered, 
as an v action taken to that end will 
require p>trliamentary confirmation." 

The sting is in the last scntcncC'. I hope 
Parliament will never do anything which 
''·ill injure what we hv.ve been er:.deavouring 
to build up-an export trade from the Bowen 
State coalmines, 

On the same :lav thP hon. member for 
Cook. without Jlor.ice. asked the Secretary 
for ]\fines a1•nther question, which, with 
the reply, is reported thus-

" vV as the agreement for the sale of 
Bowen coal to Mr. H. C. Sleigh fcn-mu­
lated in accordance with the recom­
mendations of any responsible official of 
the Department of Mines?" 

The Secretary for Mines replied-
" The terms of this agreement were 

reported upon by Mr. J. Stafford, super­
Yisor State coalmines. His report, datNl 
19th March, 1927, contains the following 
passagea : --

Proposal 4 deals with prices. and 
from present costs it is impossible to 
sell screened coal or run-of-mine coal 
at the prices mentioned. For the 
twelve monlhs ending June, 1926, the 
average rost \1£ producing war; a.pproxi­
matcly 14s. 6d., an<' the lowest cost we.s 

[.Ur. Col/ins. 

12s. Sd. per ton. The main reaoOll for 
this is f,~ovcrncd by the nmou,-.t of 
unsaleable coal (duff or slack). and 
this hns to be charged again;.,t cost 
of prqduc-t.ion. This quantit.,. verics 
according to the amount of SCi'~encd 
coal sold, and any increase in screened 
con 1 orders (export coal wonld be 
1nainly screened) increases the an1ount 
of slnck tbe.t has to be put to grass, 
and neces ,arily increases the coet of 
production. 

It is in1110ssible to reduce present 
prices of 20o. screened cnal and 16s. 
nnscrcencd coal unle>-; iUl outlet i~ 
found for slack, and the present post· 
tion does not lend ibelf to favour tlw 
cncouragen1ent of r:.r;reened coal s,.ales. ~ .. 

1 gave notice of the following motion for 
4tb September:-

"That all papers relating to the con· 
ilact c'ntered into by the Ivfines Depart­
ment >vilh Mr. H. C. Sleigh, of Mcl­
iJOurne, be laid on the table of thr-
1-Iouse." 

The :1Iinister called ":Not formal" t" that 
tnotion, with th{~ result that the papera we:ce 
not laid on the table of the House. 

1\lr. BnAXD: You saw the papers at tlw 
::\Iin-s Department. 

~Ir. COLLI:c\S: 1\cyor mind; I am telling 
the truth. Later, in reply to a question, the 
i\lini3ler informed the House that hon. 
nwml.Jers could peruse the p:tpers al the 
department.. In company with ihe hon. mem­
ber for ~1undingburra, I paid bvo visit..s to 
the ,departm"nt, and we clc voted altogethct· 
throB hour,; to the perunl of those papers. 
In ropl::ing to the question asked by the 
hon. m"mbcT for Cook, the :Ylinister, when 
quoting from the report of the >'Upervi;or of 
Drate coahuinc~, oiuittcd a y£.rv irnportant 
paragraph, "hi eh I propose to 'read to the 
House The Mini,ter quoted these words-

" This quantity varies according to the 
muount of screened coal sold, an-d any 
increase in screened coal orders-'' 

Export coal \Yotdd be mainly screened. 
•' increases the amount of slack that has 
to be 11ut to grass, and necessarily 
ine:reasc.3 the cost of production., 

Ho omitted to quote these words. which 
foll01wcl immediately after the word " pro­
duction"-

. If an outlet for slack were available, 
then costs \Yould be considerably reduced, 
"nd the increased output by export trade 
"'·ould also lo\Yer cost of production, as 
nYcrhcnd charges arc constant and a,re­
di ,-idablc by the output." 

The ~Iinister said that he quoted only what 
suited his own purpose, and to some extent 
I a<?:rec with him, becanso mnst members of 
Padiament do that. Th·, Minister omitted 
to quote thct portion, which had a most 
important bearing upon the whole situation. 
·when it was brought under the notice of Mr. 
Sleigh that the statement had been made 
that' he had made a proflt of over £6,000, he 
immediatclv took action. He wrote to the 
PrPmier p'rotesting against the statement 
that had been made that he had made a 
profit of over £6,000, and, I believe, under 
in•tl·tl. tions from the , Premier to the 
Seuetar0 for Mines, that letter was pub­
lished in tho press. It appeared in full in 
the '· Daily }fail," the "Tckgraph," and 
the "Daily Standard," but, so far as my 
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memory serves me, it did not appear in full 
in the "Courier.' I do not intend to quote 
the whole letter, being content to quote 
extracts frum it, but I have mentioned the 
papers in 'vhich it appears in fnll, so that 
hon. members may follow me if they wish. 
Neither the hon. member for l'IIundingbur·ra 
110r rnysdf was able to discoYer anything 
'vrong after examining the papers in the 
Mines Department. The extracts that I pro­
pose to quote from Mr. Sleitrh's lettm· are 
taken from the nublication of his letter in 
full in the " Daily Standard " of 6th Sep· 
tember-

[4 p.m.] 
" After some considerable discussion 

the prices of Bowen coal were fixed as 
follow: -Best screened coal, 14s. per 
ton; run-of-mine coal, 12s. per ton; 
screened small coal, lls. per ton. Subse­
quently unscreoned small coal was added 
to the li t, the price being fixed at 9s. 6d. 
The foregoing prices are free on rail at 
the mine at Collinsvil!e, and to which 
has to be a·dded rail freight on bunker 
coal 2s. 9d. a ton, and on c.crgo coal 
2s. 4d. a ton. In addition, the follow· 
ing charges are payable to the Bowen 
Harb, ur Board:-

,,Cargo CoaL-Wharfage, 3d.; harbour 
due, 3d. ; cranage, 1s. 

" Bunker Coal.-Cranage, 1s. 
" Labour charges on the wharf at 

Bowen amount to approximately 1s. a 
ton on both cargo and bunker eo JJ, and 
this charge does not include cost of trim· 
ming or any labol!r on board ship in 
loading coal. 

"At the outset of this business it was 
found to be extremely difficult to secure 
urdci'S, and during the first seYen months 
no orders were booked, although the coal 
was exl'ensivelv advertised both in 
Europe and in Australia. From 1st 
January to 20th J uno, 1928, sales of coal 
began, the total quantity of carg·o and 
bunkers shi·ppecl in this period bein:; 
5.903 tons 2 cwt. From 1st July, 1928, to 
30th J u ·1e, 19?9, a further increase took 
place, the total quanrity shipped bein,; 
27,279 tons 15 cwt. From 1st J ulv 1929 
until 24th August. 1929, the totai 'quan: 
tity shipped was 9.911 tons 4 cwt., and 
there is at present on order but 
unshipped or in com ,e of shipment, 
17,680 tons. 

"NET PROFIT OF £568 16s. 9d. 
" I would point out, in consequence of 

my efforts to increase the sale of Bowen 
State coal, that since the contract was 
entered into, forty-four steamers have 
called, or are due to call, at Bowen for 
the purpose of loading coal, and that 
each one of these vessels has expended 
sevPral hundred pounds in stores, etc. 
during her visit. It would appeal: fro~ 
the newspaper report referred to that 
some exploitation of the Mines Depart­
ment at my hands has taken place. I 
wish, Mr. Premier, most emphatically lo 
deny such is the case, and from the 
enclosed statement vou will ascertain 
that the profits marle by me are as 
follow:-

"From 24th May, 1927, until 30th June, 
1927, the;·o was an establishment loc.s 
mostly creftted by advertising charges of 
£352 Ss. 2d." ' 

I now lay a booklet on the table of the House 
for the information of hon. members, as an 
example of the methods adopted bv Mr. 
Sleigh in ad.-ertising the Bov:en State c-oal all 
over the world. Hon. members can see that 
it is a booklet well got up, nicely printed 
excellently illustrated, and showing that Mr: 
Sleigh \Vas 1naking a conscientious endeavour 
to assist Queensland to create an export 
trade for her coal. The letter continues-

" From 1st July to 30th December, 
1927, there "·as a further loss of £168 
lls. 3d., while from 1st J an nary, 1928, 
ro 30th J unc, 1928, dcsp1te the fact that 
5,093 tons 2 cwt. of coal had been shipped 
in this period, there was an additional 
loss of £186 1s. 6d. Up to that point my 
total losses in establishment, etc., were 
£707 ls. 4c1. in actual out-of-pocket 
expense",, without taking into calculation 
any salaries or overhead expenses of any 
kind. 

"From 1st July, 1928, to 31st Decem­
ber, 1928, which is half the period 
referred to in the statement made in 
Parliam< nt, I made a profit of £256 16s. 
6d., and from 1st January, 1929, to 30th 
June, 1929, I made a profit of £1,019 
1s. 7d. This profit was made on 27.279· 
tons 15 cwt. of coal shipped, and after 
deducting previous losses from profits 
made in the periods referred to there 
remains a net profit of £568 16s. 9d., 
which represents 4.217d. a ton, which can 
hardly be looked upon as an extn.ordi­
nary remuneration for the work that has 
been put into this busini f.S, covering t'"O 
and a-half years, and which makes no 
allowance for salaries or other overhead 
expenses." 

Further on in his letter J\Ir. Sleigh suggests 
,that the Premier should appoint a qualified 
accountant. if he so wished, to examine his 
accounts in relation to the transactions 
regarding the purchuse of Bowcn coal. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I would draw 
the attention or the hon. member for Bowen 
to the manner in which he is conducting his 
argument, \vhi_ch is quite contrary to parlia.~ 
mentary practiCe and the correct procedtll'<• 

I have in my hand a " Manual of ihe JOrac­
tice, Procedure, and Usage of the South 
Australian Assembly," by Jl.lr. E. G. 
Blackmore, and the following is an extract 
which is rde,-ant to the matter which the 
hon. mcmbe·r is now discussing:-

" There is no rnle of debate more 
clearly established than that it is irre­
gular to anticipate and raise a discus­
sion upon any matter which is to come 
on at a later period." 

I would like hon. members to pay particular 
attention to this-

" Greater latitude of debate is allowed 
on the 1notion for going into Conunittee 
of Supply than on any other question; 
but even in this case it is irregular to 
c'iscuss the details of any Bill to be con­
sidered, or any motion of which notice 
has been given " 

There are two notices of 1notion on the 
business-sheet-one in tlw name of the hon. 
member for Bowen, and one in the Lame of 
the hon. member for Herbert-both dea.ling 
wilh the Sleigh agreement. I would ask the 
hon. member for Bowcn not to continue 
debating on the lin"s on \Yhich he has been 
proceeding, as his action is irregular and 

Hon. C. Taylor.] 
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contr try to parliamentarv procedure. I have 
giycn n1y authority. ~ 

:\h. COLLH;'S : Do I under~tand. ::\Ir. 
S1Jeakcr, that I r ,1nnot deal \rlth tlte Bowen 
Sta tc coahnine and ,,-i th the export of 
cool? 

'Iho SPEAKER: The hon. member can 
deal with the Bowen State coalmine and 
with the export of coal as much as he likes, 
but w:t in connection ,,-ith tho Slei~h cou­
tract., \Yhich has been introduced i~to the 
debah~, L'.~cuuso a noti-ce of 1notion stands in 
the nan1e of tbc hon. rnetnber hin1self~ 
that all the papers rolatino- to the Sleio·h 
contract be laid on the Lbl~ of the Hous~: 
whil,-', a further motion, standino· in the 
nan1e of ihe hon. Dl_ernbor for H~rbnrt is 
that a select committee be appointed to' go 
mto the whole transaction. Therefore the 
disc:n~~ion iu that partit illar direr:tion at this 
.5tagn is out of orde-r. The hon. n10inbrt· 
may refer to the export of coal as much as 
he likes, but he cannot refer to the term· oc 
the contract entered intn with Mr. Sleigh. 

Mr. COLLil\S: I am a little handi­
capped, J\Ir. Speaker, inasmuch as the Pre­
mier said ihat he did not intend to give an 
opportunity to discu~s rn.v notico of 1notion. 
During the twenty years that l ha vo been in 
this House I ha;-e never seen a member 
interfered with in this wa ·: in connection 
with a )Jlotion-" That vou ci'o now loan' the 
shair "-to go into C~mmittco of Supply. 
dowevor, I have to bow to your ,ruling, 
boca use you, not I, are in command of this 
Chamber. At any rate, it places me in a 
very awkward posihon. 

::'vir. BR.\.XD: You have no griev1uce at all. 

Mr. COLLINS: I have a real grievance. 
I will obey Mr. Speaker's ruling not the 
hon. member's. Having been allowed to 
proceed so far, one can understand that the 
whole of _my speech has now been spoilt by 
your rulmg, :Mr. Speaker. (Government 
laughter.) 

;\lr. CLAYTON: \Vho earn? 

:'dr. COLLil\S: My electors care. 

:.\Ir. ED\VARDS: You were putting up a 
bad ca•.e. 

:\ll-. COLLIKS: Not at all-I was putting 
up a good case. It is ruled that I can con­
tinue to make reference to thr. export of coal 
from Bo'::·en. Well, J\Ir. Sleigh comes into 
that \Yithout the Sleigh agreement at all. 

A GoVERN)!ENT MEXllER: ::\1y v;ord, he 
does! (Government laughter.} 

2\Ir. COLLIKS: And I am [Juzzled as t.J 
ho\\· to proceed. 

The TREASUHER: Give it be-t! (Laughter.) 

Mr. COLLI:\'S: I have Jrever "iven a 
thing best in my life. My point is th:'lt there 
are three factors in connection with tho 
export of coal from Bowen, and I hope the 
Treasurer will pay a little attention to me 
no>\. A new jetty and an up-to-date crane 
haYe been built at Bmven. 

We. have had buil.t at Bmvcm a new jetty 
Bl'd, 111 iht'-' connoctwn, on the 18th SPp\em­
bor, I c~sked the 'treasure.L' thjs question:--

" DowEK HARBO<;R BoARD. 

"1. \Vhat w:~s the totrtl cost of erec+­
ing and equipping the new jetty at 
nowen? 

[Hon. C. Taylor. 

"2. \Yhat is the amount of th.e annual 
interest being chrtrgcd by the Treasury 
to the Dowen Hal'bour Board in cmmoc­
tion 'vith the capitalisation mentioned 
in 1? 

"3. Has tho Do wen HarboLtr Board 
met its obligations to tho Treasury m 
this connection? 

'' 4. fias there boon anv increase in 
trad., ro lhe port of Bo1;;en since the 
completion of thr, new jett", and what 
IS the c..:;t:nw_ted a1ncunt of sneh increased 
trade? " 

Tlw Trca5urcr replied-
" 1. A loan of £217.597 ls. lld. was 

granted to the l3owen. Harbour Board. 
"2. The annu_d instaln1ent of interest 

:ndr redemption on th0 loan is £13,560 
bs. C\d. 

"3. :\o . 
" 4. The rcYenuc collected bv the 

Bowen Harbour Do<trd from all sources 
during tlhl years 1925 to 1928 was as 
follows: -1925, £9,540 18s. cOd.; 1926, 
£11,723 7s 5d. ; 1927, £10,513 15s. 5d. ; 
1928, £12,442 5s. 2d." 

It wili b. noticed that there is an increase 
of nearly £2,000 in the receipts of the Bowen 
Harbour Boa r·d, brought about by the export 
of {;Oal fro1a Brl\ven. There are three 
factors to be considered in regard to export 
of coal. One is the Bowon Harbour Boo.rd; 
and, if '!\·e aro going to increase the export 
iradc, thrrt harbour boaed will be able to 
rm ot ite liabilities to the Treasury. At the 
vresent tirno \Ve have a G9YCl'illllE'Dt in power 
tlllt is talking nbout finding work for the 
unemployed. Thi, is one of tho methods 
for finding work for men who work on the 
waterfront. Hon. me.mbers sitting on 
tbe otJH:,r side of the House claim that they 
arc business men, and, therefore, they will 
know what the fact of ships coming to Bowen 
for coal in increased quantities means to th':) 
business people of Bowen. It means in­
creased business to the town of Bowen. 

Mr. BRAND: Trimming costs are very high 
at Bovv· . .).n. 

Mr. COLLIKS: The latest report from 
ihe Bowen Ha1·bour Bo11rd shows that thev 
are loadins coal at Bm' en cheaper than a"t 
any other place in Australia. 

Mr. BR\XD: That is not true. 

i\lr. COLLINS: It is true, and the hon. 
member cannot -cl0ny it. Let me quote the 
opinion of Mr. Shepherd, the chairman of 
tl1c 13owen Ha1·bour Board-a gentletr,an who 
ought to be well known to members cpposite 
as well as to 1ne1nbors sitting on this side, 
because, on the death of the late Senator 
Givcns, the proecnt Premier moved that l\Ir. 
Hobut SllephPrcl be appointed to fill the 
.-acancy in the Senate created by the death 
o£ Senator GiYcns. This is what :l\1r. Shep­
h~rd r. ,:d, as <1uotc'1 in the Bowon " Indcpen­
clc:lt '' of 14th S< ptember :-

" Mr. Marshal! said, before the moot, 
ing closed h,, would iikc, on behalf of 
the other members of the Board to 
v.,elcome J\Ir. Sheph<erd back, and ex­
pressed a hope that he had had a suc­
c.~ssful trjp and that he was in very 
good health. 

.. The' chairman thanked the members 
for their expression of good will. He 
'va.3 pleased to sc<J everything going 
on \Yell. :\lr. Marshall (acting- chair­
uwnl !wving satisfied hin1 on this 
point on his retnrn last week. He had 



Supply. [26 SEPTEC'.fBER.] Supply. 533 

r:na.de n1any inquiric:; "·hilsl: on h ts 
nip and in India found thac the jute 
n1i!ls wc)rc gethng coal at llf:. per ton 
delivered at the furnaces. At Singap>re 
et was 24e. per ton landed. The coal 
came from Durban and th2v had no 
hope of plncing coal at anY. of tho~e 
plbces until hig alteration.; were mnck . 
. L-Ie saw some \'c-ry fmo picra at ~-1ar­
scil1cs, Dornbay, and Cakutta, but :30 

far as any snecial ictt.y y,·as conccrlled 
he clidn't sec 'nnythicg better fe;,· its si J 

tban the ne~.v pler at Bo1Ycn eiti1CT in 
the method of consb·udio11 or· th; ... ,ork 
right through. ]£ tha \P)rk had co~t 
rnore by day ~abour they had at least ,a 
Yery substantial structure. As regaras 
1 he crane, he had Ji~cu'"'SC'J the que'-'tion 
iYith ::..nen 1vho \Yere jn a rusirion 
criticise alld was satisfied it could do 
\Vork for some tirne to corn e. 'l'hc, · 
bad nothing io fear in that direftion, 
and thu on]v trouble \Yrts there \Yas not 
sufficient work for it. 

J',Jr. Shepherd is well qualified to cxp;-css 
an opinion. I know that he is ?~s anxious 
as a~1y m,<tn could possibly lJc to build up 
an export trad0 to cne.hle lnm to meet hrs 
c!uf. to the Treasurer. The onlv wav it can 
be done is by encouraging an export trade, 
,. hich I mentioned earlier in mv remarks 
\vhcn quoting an extract from i;1y speech 
delivere·-l in this Olmmbcr in 1927. How can 
we compete in tho world \rith our coal when 
South Africa is giving the bonntc· se '.tcd 
bv the hon. member for Burrum the other 
night-and I take his figures as being 
~.,.,orrect? 

Thlr. BRA:<:D: They are correct. 

:VIr. OOLLINS: 'l'he hon. member quoted 
the bounty paid in South Africa as being 
8s. 6d. per ton on coal exportcc:. That is 
the kind of competition we are UJJ against. 
What was wrong on tho part of the late 
Labour Government in their· action-and all 
honour to them~in reducing the price of 
coal below the cost of prodnction to enable 
us to get an export trade? \\"hat has it 
meant in other directions than with respect 
to the prosperity of Bowen? Take, for 
instance, the rail wa: from l\I0rinda to the 
Bowcn coalfield-a distance of 48 miles odd-­
which cost a little over £600,000 to construct. 
\Ve established a State coalmine therE>, and, 
through the shipments from that coalmine 
since its inception, we have saved the Rail­
way Department £300,000 compared with 

~~-----·-----

(a) (h) 

---...' 
Period. Pro- Total Cost of Average I 

, duction. Production. Per Ton. 

Tons. £ s. d. 8. d. 

1·8-17 to 2,110 Frorn 
30-9-22 Development 

1-10-22 to 49,620 33,600 011 1~ 1·6 
30-6-23 

1-7·23 to 74,R66 61,600 
30-6·24 

17 4 10 5·;) 

1-7-24to 80,115 57,964 
30-6-25 

17 4 14 5·6 

1-7·25 to 119,78fo 8-1,119 
30·6-26 

11 4 H 0) 

1-7-26 to 106,481 80,382 4 15 1·2 
30-6-27 

1-7-27 to 114,802 79,191 O' 13 9·3 
30-6·28 

i 129,100 1-7-28 to 90,345 4 13 ll·Q 
30-6-29 

-~---· ··---------

what the department would have hac] to 
pa v for coal had it been brought from else­
" licre. That is a marvellous thing for any 
(Jovcrnment to do. This export trade means 
a further increase of 'vork at tho Bo\Yen 
coalfields. I can remernbPr in 1927 when 
tho n1i11ers ,,-ere only averaging about three 
days a week the whole year round. 

Dealing with the railv-ay, on lOth Sep­
tember last I ac,kcd the Secretary foJ: Rail. 
\';ays the following question., :-

'' l. \Vhat are the railage char.;es for 
the carriage of coal from the State coal­
r.,ine at Collinsville to Dowen Jetty for­
(u) coal for bunkering vessels and for 
interstate use: and (I!) < oal for export 
nlH'DOSt''·' ? 
' "-2. \Yhat rc,-c,me was received bv the 
R11ilway Department under each of the 
headings mentioned in (1) on account 
of coal carried by the raaway dunng 
•'ach of the financial ·.ears 1927-23 and 
192J-29 ?" -

The Secretary for R.aihvays repliPd-
, 1. (a) 2s. 9d. per ton; (b) 2s. 4J. per 

ton. 
''2.-

l3nnkcring and 

1927-28. 
£ 

1928-29. 
£ 

interstate 1,168 1.226 
Export 306 2.709" 

Hon. members will notice the increase in the 
carJJings of the rnihvay in connection with 
the export of coal. In 1927-28 it was only 
£306; :'-et in 1928-29 it had reached £2,709. 
That nwans more work for the raihvavnren. 
I have pointed out how it increased· work 
on the \Yaterfront. increased the 'vork on 
our railwa"\"', and increased vyork in our: 
State coaln{ine. ~ 

If time v.-il! permit, I would lik~ to quote 
a few figures in connection \vith the Bo\ven 
Etatc coalmino~because theEc quc:;;tion:s are 
all linked tog: thcr-but I would ask the 
permission of ihc Home that they should g·o 
into " IIans.rrd" without ID? l'ldding them. 
ThPv are to be found on page 152 of our­
" Votes and Proceedings." 

The SPEAKER: Is it tho pleacnrc of the 
I-Iouse that the figures the hon. membN 
desires to quote shall be printed in '· Han· 
sard " \vithout being read by him? 

HoNOURABLE MEMB~RS: Hear, hear! 
:Cdr. COLLI~S: These are the figures-

(c) (d) I 
(e) (f) 

I 
Interest to :Depreciation.[ Royalties. Profits. 
Treasury. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. i £ s. d. £ s. d. 

i 
1,022 2 311,024 5 7 5,489 18 8 

3,635 6 0 ' 1,967 18 3 1,894 5 4 ~38 11 4 

4,061 12 7 '1,966 0 0 ! 2,016 4 1 8,141 H 2 
I I . 

3,694 12 9 : 3,166 12 s 1 3,166 12 9 14.368 1 10 

2,836 9 ~ 2, 765 g 5 I 2,754 10 1 0,079 H 6 

2,516 g 10 2,961 19 5,528 15 2 8,070 2 6 

2,250 13 10 3,227 10 ~.455 0 2 4,713 17 10 

·--~~-----~----- -~------· 

Mr. Collins.] 
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That is a ver~ interestiug table. It goes 
to shmr-I ha,:o had to adcl up the figures 
myself-that the complete production of the 
miue since its inception has been 676,899 tons. 
In addition) we han} a priYat 'ly OI.01ed nTine 
situated 3 rniles 10 chains away 'Yhich, sinu 
lhc cordp1ction of the railway, h;;s produced 
197,424 ton:::, or ? total production fron1 the 
two mines of 374,323 tons. 

OL:: of the argurncnts that has been used 
against lowering the price of coal for export 
j,.:; that it was not a payable proposition. 
Yet we find that the State coalmin·e has paid 
in royalties since its inception £22,839 Ws. 
2d. Enery tou of coal taken out of th •.t mine 
to-cla.y pays ls. per ton royaHy to tho Dep,trt­
ment of :\'Ii1~es, and every ton taken out of 
tlu_~ priyo.t0l." o\vned 1nine pu,ys a situilar 
amou11t. The prh-ately owned mine has paid 
in royalty £5,268 14s. 4d., or a total between 
the two mine< of £28,1C3 13,. 6cl. That sun, 
could 110t lu.Ye beeu paicl but for the fact 
thett tho'e mine,, haYe bcerc nblo to export 
40,000 to 50,000 hns of coal. \Yhich otherwise 
·would have remained in the ground. Had 
tlwt coal not l>LcJJ taken O'tt. of the g·ronnd, 
the Crown ~mkt hrn·,, n'ccivcd iu rovaltlc 
DYer £2,000 than it actnt:lly did rCceive. 

I regret very n1uch that \VC have had 1 o 
have this discussion. I v.as under the impre3-
sion that the dutv of a Goverurnent was to 
encourage that m{ne and the gre.1ter export 
of coal, to permit of the greater employ­
rnent of our O\Yn poople. l\Iy teaching llHlY 

have hePn wro11g, be'- 1lEE: econ0n1i.:ts somc­
tin1es do teach you \vrongly, but I v~-a:3 taught 
that i11o greater the production the less thr 
cost of production, becauso the overhead 
charge~ arc rcdnccd proportionately. The 
point I \Yant to mako ;, that, if the coal 
had not been taken out of the ground, where 

~t. haq no value~it is only by the .ipplication 
to it of human labour that it is made Yalu­
ab],,-this amount of royalty \\"Ould not haye 
been paid. The Bo\YL'n State coalmine shows 
a lctal profit of £47,207 Os. lOd. since it' 
inception. 1n addit1o 11 to which it h"~~ pai·l 
in d<•preciation £17.077 lls. 9d., a:.d interest 
to tho Treasury, £18,955 4s. ld. There is 
nothing like it in the ;dwlo hi-;tory of 
Queensland. There is no mine which h~s 
done so \Yell after paving its interest and 
deprPciation and rO}d.lt_v charges. 

The SPEAKEH : Order ! The hon. member 
has e>::hausted Htc time allmYed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

At 4.28 p.m., 

T"ho CHAimiA:-: OF CO:\L\!ITTEES c:-rr. Robcrts, 
F:ast Toowoomba) r,~licYcd the Speakei.' in 
the chair. 

::\Ir. BRASSIKGTON (JJq/onn<): I desire 
first to express my sincere regret at the pass~ 
ing of my goo.cJ friend, the late J\Ir. David 
\Veir. I \Yas priYilegod to know the late 
gcntlf'rnrrn fairl,v 'vell, as I V>'as in compa!ly 
with him here for some tin1e. One of thG 
outetanding features of the late gent!em n 
was his high family traditions, and the fact 
that at' all times he set a good example to 
others by the fine moral life that he lived. 
I feel Stire that this House will be much 
poe<rer as the result of the loss of 11r. Weir. 

I desire to refer to the statement made bv 
the Premier during the cours:: of his remark's 
last Thureday night. He to•Jk exception to 
hon. rncmbers on this side referring to an 
election promise that he had made, anci, 
when moving a vote of thanks to the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Bruce, at tho Exhibition I-hll 

[Mr. Collins. 

on Monday night, the hon. gentleman 
repeated the remark that he had ~a.cJe in 
this Chamher last Thursday. He said that 
at no time ,did he make a definite promise 
that he would make available the sum of 
£2,000,000 for the relief of the unemployed 
in this State. What did the Premier actually 
say? This :otatement appeared in the Bris­
bau.o "Courier" of lOth 1\lay, 1929-

" FINAL APPEAL. 

"COUNTRY-NATJO;,'AL PARTY. 

"The 1nain object of the new GoYerH­
ment in Queensland will be to create 
conditione which will promote harmom­
ous relationship in industr0 • In the 
meantime I pledge my party to make 
available £2,000,000 for the relief of the 
present distressful con.cJition of the largo 
army of unemployed and their wives a1ld 
families. 

"(Signed) A. E. 111oom.'' 

That is a yery definite statement, and I, for 
one, want to know why the ,Premier does :tot 
intend to honour that promise. The rnakmg 
of that promise was one of the greatest 
examples of the cxploit..ction of the miseries 
of the unemployed ever known in this SLtte. 
No political party in the past eYer end~a­
vom·ed to secure the reins of government oy 
exploiting the miseries of those who wero 
"do,vn and out." T'ho hon. gentlernan con­
sistently states that he .did not make the 
promise. As the Premier is an honourable 
nH1n .and one who expects us to accept that 
statement, will he inform us who .did make 
the statement that £2,000,000 would be made 
available, if he di.c] not make it? I want to 
know \Yho was recpomible for the signature 
of the Premier appearing under that state­
ment. Appareutly someone at Ternca 
House was responsible. Apparently the 
l'rpmier is so despised at Terrica House Lntt 
the'i will use his name without consultmg 
hinl. That is a very serious n1attcr; and I 
suo-geit-in fact, I demand-that the Gm-ern­
rn~ut shall at least be fair to their promise 
and make this money available. I aiso 
demand that a full inquiry bo made into 
the sbtcment appearing in the "Brisbane 
Courier " and if anyone is responsible for 
using the sig11~ture of the Pren1icr unfairly, 
then I suggest that the law be brought to 
bear on that person. I wish to add that 
hon. m. mbers on ihic, side intend Yery 
definitely to keep this question before the 
people of Queensland. We intend to keep 
the matter prominently to the front unt'll the 
people realise what a lot of promise-breakers 
now occupy the Treasury benches, and until 
this prornise~breaking Govern1nent collapse 
like a houso of car,ds. 

[4.30 p.m.] 
Another grievance that I have against the 

(Tove,rnnlcnt is that they p.con11sed the 
! 'O'Jle that under no consideration would 
1l;aies bo roduccd or hours increased. 

In that connection it is very nec-essary that 
,- o should 1nake a survey of the activities of 
the GoYe>rnincnt since th0.Y returned to 
po-,yer. I want, firstly, to deal· with the eus­
p •nsion of the rural \VOrkC'rs' award. This 
a ward ·wa;:, suspended "iYithout any r0fereuce 
to the legal rights of the parties goven,,,,d 
bv the a ward. If this award was to be 
stispended, it. was the dut::- of the . qovei:n­
Inent to suggest to the party des1nng lt~ 
su ~pension to make appli('ation to the Boar_n 
of 'frado and Arbitration and have their 
application dealt with in a proper and legal 
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If that had been done, the workers 
State would havo more respect for 

than they ha Ye 
can we expect tho \Vorkers of 

to and respect the principle 
tration and r:onclliation vFhen \vr: 
Government-the first authoritv in 
-flouting and trampling do-\\·n 
principle? lion. n1on1bers opposite arc <:on­
tinually preaching that the workers on all 
occasions arc prcpa·rod to break awards and 
disregard conditicns i1nposcd by the Board 
·of 'Trade and Arbitration. I submit that bv 
their own action a few n1onths ago, in suS'-

% pending the rural workers' award v;ithont 
nnv reference -,vhntever to the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration, they have croaterl 
a precedent in that respect. 'This is a 
uf great importance, and I say very 
nitely that the Government's action 
struck a death blow at arbitration. As a 

of het, the matter will be carried 
I heard the hon. member for 

sfly here the other day that if he 
way he would press for the abolition 

a\vards relating to primar:' industries. 
other words, he suggested that the 

,.,-orkers engaged in th8 shearing industry in 
\Yestern Queensland would ban: to work 
the rate of wages that n1any of 

in the rural industry are 

1Ir. CLAYTON : He did not say anything of 
th0 sort, and you kno\v it. 

cUr. BRASSING'TON: 'The hon. member 
for Gyn1pie suggested th.1t avvards relating 
to primary industries should be abolished. 

:'vir. CLAYTON: Don't misquote his rc1narks. 

Mr. BRASSI::'\i"GTON: If the hon. m em­
for Gympie \Vere here I \Yon]d still say 
same. 

:'-1r. CLAYTON: I won't let you. 
:\fr. HYNES: He said all primary a>vards. 

Mr. CLAYTON: He didn't refer to the 
a\Yard relating- to the shearing industry. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The shearers are 
<;;overned by an award of the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration, and ever:v hon. mem­
ber will admit that the pastoral industrv is 
a primary industry. · 

I ~ sked the Seoreta·ry for Rail ways a 
number of questions some time ago relating 
to the employment of farmers on railway 
construction and main roads works, and I 
~uggcsted that these men, \vho own farms, 
1vere receiving award rates of pay, and while 
so employed were employing men on their 
faTms at \r..Tages ranging from 10s. to 15s. per 
week. The renly the hon. gentleman gave to 
me was of a side-stepping nature. He askBd 

to produce proof._ If he ,,-ants proof 
what I ~tated is happening, then he has 
to peruse letters appearing in the daily 

press. 
'fh0 SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There is 

nothing in them. 

iYI.r. BHASSINGTON: It 1s a matter 
which should be investigated. The result of 
'the abolition of the rural workers' award is 
;-ery dearly seen by subsequent happenings. 

statement appeared in the press the 
dav thrrt a mc1.rried man with tt 
had tramped out into the countr:--

sccm·ed a position on a farm. and that 
offere.d was £1 per ·week and find 
He had to work fiftv or sixtv 

'That is what hon. member's 

oppoeite stand for. Their action ha3 rosult2d 
in men being engaged on fann3 for £1 a 
week and find themselves. 

Mr. lVlAHER: OH-n you give proof in sup~ 
port of that statement? 

Mr. BRASSING'TON: I sugg<'st t!J"t 
hon. member should be a little more 
trious, read d_aily 
complaints lo effect 

The SECRETARY FOR LADOVR AND I:>iDC'STRY: 
Is it a signed ~tatement? 

Mr . .BRASSINGTON: In concluding my 
remarks on this subject, I would urge the 
Government to b0 fair to the most unfor­
tunate section of the co1nrr1unity. Beforo 
carrying this mntter further, let them insti­
tute an inquiry into the conditions of the 
rural workers throughout the State. I ask 
for justice for those workers, because of all 
the workers in lhe Stflto they occupy the 
meanest level possible; and, if the Govern­
ment are not prepared to stand up to their 
rcsponsibilitics and play fair by these people. 
then they have not honoured their election 
promises, and hove again gone hack oa the 
rrHtny pledges given during the elo(;tion cam­
paign. 

A remarkable feature of the Govern1nent's 
activitv since their return bus been the policy 
of retl;enchment that is being put into effect. 

Mr. MAX WELL : \Vhere 1 

Mr. BRASSING'TON: 'The hon. member 
asks me ''here ! 

Mr. MAXWELL: And you cannot tell u.s. 
Mr. BRASSINGTON: 'The Secreblry for 

Railwavs has admitted that a Humber of 
men have been diR1nissed from the raihvay 
service; that the staff of porters at the 
Central Station has been reduced; and that 
other employees on the permanent >taff of 
the department have been removed from the 
service. What a remarkn ble policy for lt 

Government to pursue who were returned to 
power on a promise to relieve unemploy­
ment! In the face of that po!Jcy, how can 
they honestly claim that they are playing 
fair by the people of thrs State? Let me 
carry ·the argument a point further: .Hon. 
members opposite say they ha.ve not mter­
fered with wage., and conchtJOns, bnt, in 
face of the position of the thousand con­
struction workers now employ0d for four 
clays a week at a. wage of £3 4s., can they 
honestly sa.Y that it is fair and just? 

'The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDcRTRY : 
You sacked them eYerv time after an elec-
tion. " 

Mr. BRASSING'TON : I deny that. 
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 

We can prove it. 
Mr. BRASSING'TON: In the second place. 

it is not what we did that matters; it is 
-what the Governn1ent are doing, because 
they are on trial, and it is up to them to 
stand up to their responsibility. Many of 
these unfortunate construction workers were 
unemployed for a long period prior to their 
employment on present work. 

Mr. CL\HON: Prior to the last election. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : When they went on 
the construction ·work they were very deeply 
in debt, and thought that they would receive 
a warre at least sufficient to enable them to 
keep "their famiJles and to get out of debt. 
What did they find? 'They were only there 
a few weeks when the Government reduced 
their wages to £3 4s. per week. Is it a 

Mr. Brassinuton.] 
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fair and reasonablP proposition that any man 
should be asked te support a wife and familv 
on the miserable wage of £3 4s. per week", 
particularly when it is remomlJered that 
mrmy of those men contribute for the upkeep 
of homes situflted a long distance from 
their place of employment? The people out­
side will remember the promises made bv 
hon. g-entlemen opposite--=-the promises, fo'r 
evample, nf the Attorne•·-G.cneral and the 
Lon. n1en1ber for l\iarec, 'vho, Rpcaking at 
Ips'lvich, Raid that under no rircumsta:..~cc:o 
"\Yonld they favour a reduction of w.tgos. 

::\1r. TI!D}fAN: Keithor we do. 
Mr. BRASSI:\'GTO:"i": I would like io 

know what they did in th. party mcoting. 
and 1Yhethcr i_hr y aro prepared to conclcHllll 
the Government the:·- now support. If the:; 
are not prepared to do tlmt, the people ont­
nde will lmow that 1hov haYO bee-n neither 
true to their principles 'nor faithful to their 
trust-th11t, now that they have got to power, 
they have sold their principks for the sake 
of kreping an incompetent Government in 
office. 

This ·' ll-importnnt (jlH ,tion of arbitn;tion 
is at pn ,'Pnt agitatinv the minds of the 
l''-ople of the Cornm<Jmvalt-h. ~~-c all know 
thP rropmals of :Mr. Bmcc and what will 
happen if tho Hruc~-Par,e n-ovcrnP1Cnt j-; 
again r<·turnccl to power. \Vhcn the Premier 
spoke here the oth0r night he told hon. 
members that, if thev m<>"d" a sacJ·ifi<:o in 
tlteiJ' wagr'll, the working peo.,]e out-ido 
would "!so haYo iD make a sacrirlce. 

:VIr. ·\fA~\VF.lL: Y on aro rornancing. 

::\1r. 11R_,f"-8IKGT0N: The Premier can 
be congr:ttnlated on his candour in thi':i 
n•gard 

Mr. IlfAXWELL : H c never nudo ally such 
~tateJn(~nt. 

i\lr. BRAS:0,Il'\GTON: It do'''' nDt suJ'­
rn·is~ Oll(' 10 hear thu Pren1ief making :::uch 
a stat€'n1ont \Vhcn we: laok arou11d and spe 
the campaign that is now being c<Jnducted 
thronghout this cDu ttry in an attt,ck on 
arbitration and in favour of a reduction of 
WA.g<?~ :1nd a general decline ir the workers' 
conditions. Firstly, tlJCre has been an 
agitatioa by hon, member's opDosite, by the> 
Emplovers' Fecleration, and by the press of 
this State. All these force·; are arr,v. ed 
against the LabDur pal'ty and against "the 
workers of Queensland. On top Df that, \YC 

find tho .\ttornev-General's verv remarkable 
statr·ment tha.t his Goyornmer,t' would ring·­
bark the Arbitration Court of this State. 
I shall have n:ore to sav about that later on. 
\V" also rememb0r that the l'rcn1ior Df this 
Sb te recently attended a conference of 
Premiers in the South. and also attended one 
of tho secret e<_-,,ions, ,,,-here no doubt he and 
th, Dther Premiers, as well as the rGprc­
scutativcs of the Cmnmom\ ealth Govorn­
n1ePt. definitely arrived at an agrecn1enl to 
destroy arbitration and leayo the W<lrkers 
in the power of the <'mploy•.Jr. Then \\'O 

had a £ecrot meeting of employer'" and tho 
Secretary for Labour and ] ndustry. \Ve do 
not know what transpired at that confere.rcc, 
but we do know that Mr. C. W. Cnmpbe!l, 
spr .1king lnst night en thi,s industrial ques­
tion said-

" With regard to th·c Stato Act, Mr. 
Sizer has prorr-iscd relief in many 
Jirection~, rPeOgTJiSing that iherC v;0re 
too many restrictio:Is on industry and 
thl' principle that tl10sc- cngdgocl in in­
dustry were the bc,st judges of what was 
best for the industry." 

[ J:fr. Brassington. 

That i~ a vcrv definite statement. and I can 
only interpret.- it ro mum that the· Ernplo \·ero' 
Federation wore 1he be t persons to l ·· w 
cDntrol of industry, and that the .J ,,-ill t.he•1 
appr0ach the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry and suo·g-e~t. that th0 Govrrnment 
should , attack a~·bitration, bring about !­

reduction of \Yages. incrc:\3."' hours, and 
generally n1ake ".~ors0 the .conditions of the 
1:orkcr;;; of the State. It JS a \·::ry strange 
coincidence tl1at hon. 1ncmbcrs opposite haYC 
ulways prcccclwd !hat cloetrinc. It is also 
a, stranrrt; cr)inciclcncc that the PrllllC ::.\l1!11S· 
tcr of rho ConLn01l\\·caJth is EO\V appe, ling 
to the people on that ramc i~iuC. And it 
i:; al~o ven· stran~·o that iust after the 
]'ri'Il~ ~1inistt•r d,·lh·crcd his policy 'pccc:t 
the report of the Royal Commission Du, tbe 
Constitution should bo made pubhc. rh" 
n.oval Cornrnjssion on the Con·jtituti?n JS 
coniprisQd mostl;y of J'\ationalist Part;· 
hacks-men •rho have been behwrl th~ 
~ ationalist 111achinc for yc~1rs~1nen who 
,;;,:ere a nuif>ancc, and v,ero fou_nd a job on 
that C011lnli• c;:.ion. rrhey l'P{>'>}\T('d gC'l1C'l'al 
in:::~ruction8 before they vent to wo~lz. on 
that comnJis;:;ion, and, hfter 1:he 1: nn1e 
);Jiuistcr'~ poliry f;peech was delivered, t~e 
report of tlw cOunni~ ,,iOJ?. \vas made l]ub~~~~ 
obvjous1v io in1pr<.."i3 tho p.:>O!Jlo O.L tlu:-. 

countr·y." 
:\lr. l\lAXWELL: You are as bad as Billy 

Hughes. 

:\Ir. BRASSINGTON: I am glad ''~ think 
that the hon. member for 'foow0ng 1s pre­
pa rod to place me anywhere near !he h~nl. 
nu?n1ber for North Sydney. The suouHSSlo_n 
of thai· report was a very defin!te and unfarr 
advantaac to take in tins electwn campaign, 
and I s7ty thoJ.t those tactics are wmthy of 
the partie-- 0pposed to Labour, because on all 
occasions they can be relic d on to take tL c 

meanest advantage possible. 
:\Ir. KELSO: You know that is untrue. 

1Ir. BRASSINGTON: I know it is true. 
Before I leave this very important questwc 
I might point out--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTRU'TIO;><: 

A few facts. 

:Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. gentle­
man talks about facts-he is rather a stranger· 
to facts. I was g0ing to say how this schemo 
will work. The C0mmonwealth Govcrnr:rent. 
I understand, propose, if the verdict IS m 
their favour on 12th October, to place the· 
responsibilit~ for the conducting of arbitra­
rion tribunals on the sh0ul-ders of the State 
Parliaments. This Government outlined a 
policy to tho people which e-mbraces what 
thov 'termed "round-table conferences." The 
futility of round-table conferences can be 
seen l}T; the successive conferences ~umtnoned 
bv Sir: W a !lace Bruco, the :Yiayor of Ade­
lU.ide, to try to bring \'\ arring factions 1n 

industry together. M0st of those conferences 
wore a failure. I suggest that tho round­
table conferences indicated by the Govern­
ment will also be a failure. 

Mr. EDWARDS interjected. 

1\Ir. BRASST:\"GTOi'\: I kno"· th"" will 
IJ,,, because I have had experience Df dealing 
with employers like the lwn. :11ember f?r 
:"i"anangD. The round-table conrerenc"s wrll 
be a failure, and the dispute "·ill then be 
sent on to the Board of Trade and Arbitra­
tion which to use the classical c ::prec.sion of 
the :\ttorno'v-General, will be a "ringb:trkcd"' 
c:mrt. I think the personnel of this court 
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will be two representatives favourable to the 
intorc~ts of those opposed to the working 
classes and one ropre-,~cntatin~ in favour of 
tho workers. Naturally, any dispute referred 
to such a tribunal would be unsatisfactorily 
solved, chaos \VOttld. occur in industry, and, 
generaliy, the >vorking class would be hold 
responsible. 

A GovERN1IENT ME1IBER: ·what about the 
Commonwealth court? 

;1/lr. BRASSII\GTON: The present Com­
monwealth Government dispensed with tho 
se1·vices of judges and appointed in their 
place party supporters such as Senator Drake­
Brockman, Judge Lukin, and Judge Bceby 
-men 'vho were antagonistic to the \vorking 
class-men who guve awards unfair to the 
workers in the different industries, with the 
result that we have had disastrous strikes 
and the country has suffered thereby. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
That is a reflection on the judges. 

::\Ir. BRASSI:\'GTO?\: Tho hon. gentle­
man says it is a reflection on the judges. 
Then he believes, apparently, in the principle 
of political appointments. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
:\o. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: \Vhen men are 
appointed "·ho have no industrial experience 
-men who do not understand indqstrial 
questions-is it any >Yonder that their awards 
lw.-o failc·d and trouble has occurred through­
out industr0 in this country 'I I believe that 
behind all this agitation-behind all these 
inspired statements appearing in the press­
these inspired speeches by the Prime Minis­
ter and hon. members opposite, there is a 
Jcsire to go back to the days before indus­
trial organisation was known in this State­
fa the day- when the "open shop " was in 
force. 

In case hon. members opposite should mis­
understand what 1 mean by the "open shop," 
I want to say definitely that it stands for all 
that is bad as regards the exploitation of the 
working class. It stands for sweated labour. 
miserable conditions, and the enslavement of 
the working class; and I want to support 
my contention by referring to some of the 
things that are happening in America 
to-day. I desire to refer to the famous 
delegation which went from this country at 
the request of the Prime Minister to investi­
gate American industrial conditions. 

The dcle~·ation returned from America and 
submitted a majority report suggesting that, 
a·J far as possible, Australia should copy 
American methods in indu·trY. Even the 
gentleman who made the stateincnt to which 
I referred a few moments ago-:Yir. 
Campbell--

Mr. MAXWELL: That is not the same gentle-
man. 

Mr. BR \SSINGTON: Well, a Mr. Camp­
bell was on the Jelegation. I apologise to 
the one I hllve quoted, if he ,.-as not. The 
:' rr. Camp bell who was on the dcJlegation 
was whole-heartedly in support of introduc­
ing "\rnerican methods into this country. 
Se-veral years have elapsed since that repo;-t 
was received, and in the n1eantime the 
Commornn dth Government have laid the 
foundation for the change from our fine 
Anstralian conditions to conditions si1nilar 
to those which prevail in Amcric:t. 

In case hon. members opposite should be 
confused on this point, let me quote a few 

facts to convmce them of what tho "open 
shop" would roallv mean to the poop]•, of 
this Stute. The ·historv of the Amc·ricau 
>ystem has become widely known for its 
ln·ntal, coerci;-e methods. I quote fir· t the 
coal strike in Pennsylvania ftnd IllinOis, 
where an atten1pt was made by the c1nployers 
to rPclnce wages to a lovv level. Tho n1incrs 
wc•Ht on strik,,, and the employers used 
agaimt them the law and all the forces at 
tltPir disrJsal. These were tho State milititt. 
rho " Coal and Iron Police." These, along 
-,yith 1nachine-guns, batons, and every other 
form of suppression known in the civilised 
\YodeL ,,·ere used. The miners were out for 
two years against that brutal system, and in 
the ;,nd they were crushed. During t~at 
5trikc there was a rnassacre of the "'ol'lnng­
cluos at the mining town of Hen·in, Illinois. 
These brutal constables. the State militia. 
l~red on llwm. and killed and wounded i:'juitc 
a numbt'r of iunoccnt persons. 

Then we have the strike of the oil operators 
in California. Probably no blacker passage 
than this hus cccurred in the historv of the 
,;·~rid. Th0sc men who ,,·ere being- e"xploited 
and trampled in the dmt made a fight for 
better \vages n nd conditions; and against 
thcrn "WCro arruvccl the law~ of the State 
and Federal GoV'_,nnnents and every coercive 
mPa m·e that could be broug"ht into the 
fig·ht. It was a. common pn1ctice for the 
police in California to rnakc aga in2t the 
uuion lf"adcr.s charges SO x::eriOlb and Hllfail' 
as to send men to the electric chair unjustly­
as in the case of J\1ooncy, a noted L 1bour 
leader in San Francisco. His case stands 
out as an ine,tance of what anti-Labour per­
secution in America v, ill stand for. He ''as 
charged, convicted, and sentenced to the 
electric chair. Successive appeals held up 
:\Iood~,~'s Pxecution, and son1e year.s after­
<mrds-I think five-it was discover cl that 
h(' was innocent. The san1e applies to n1cn 
who 'xf'rc executed Jast year, Sacco and 
Vangctti-mcn who were prepared to stand 
np and fight for the rights of the workers. 

:VIr. :Yl.\Ilr": ;\Iurclerers! Do you justify 
that? 

'\h. DRASSI:i'\GTO::"<: They were sent to 
the dertric chair. 

l\Tr. :YLIHER: :\re you jnstifying murder" 

:VIr. DllASSII\GTO::"<: If you will ask 
hon. member, on the other side. J\Ir. 
Spf'-~k('r, to give mo a hoarjn~, I will say 
that those two men weTo arraigned for the 
Sonih Daintrete murder. They were con­
,,ictrd hrramn thev wor" Labour leaders in 
the State of Massachusntts-(Goverr;ment 
di,··cr,t)-and cxcDuted despite the fact thet 
another person under sentence of death. >Yhn 
was a member of th0 gang that committed 
thr, murder, signed a clelmite statem.ent that 
1 hose two men had nothing to do wrth what 
was known as the South Daintree murder. 
One ,-cas an honest shoeman and the other a 
fieh-hav.'kcr. 'fhcy stood for the rights of 
iho workino- clasS: Hon. momb<'r' opposite 
rnnv ask '"hat this has to do wjth us. I atn 
Pndcavouring to make the point tha\, if ihnv 
had their way, thcv would introduce the 
American svsten1 into this countrv, when ii· 
would havo "a lot to do with us. I rPfer also 
to the fivht lw the Metal Poli ,hers' "Union 
against tho Chicago Shaft.inv, Con1pany­
pc:oplc who 111anufactm·ed thA CoopoT combs 
and .cutter;;: nsf'd in Australia b:v Australian 
worker::~. Thcr-:JP men were fig-h.ting against 
what \\·n~ tr-nnccl the "Yello\V orp:nnisn­
tion~.'J Tb0y \VPl'e fighting against ';open 

Mr. l3ras.cinglon.] 
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shOj) " methods, and the;, appealed to the 
\\ orkers of this country not to buy those 
comb;, and cutters. 

\Ye rrlso have another definite caso-t 1wt ot 
the miners in the iron mines in the State of 
Ycn,;,da. 'l'he men also mnployed in srnolt. 
ing v~ orks under desperate conditions and 
low wages. They "ere compelled to work in 
a frightful c!im~tte, working sixteen hours a 
chv under conditions under which men could 
not live 1nore than Eix to seYon Years at that 
occupation. This pla~e \vas ronCnvncd ns the 
worst place in America. It [W1SPsscd the 
highe:L mortality rate. 

I think I haYc submitted sufficient to shcn· 
the result of the .Arn,~rican system, \vhich 
,. ould bt introduced into this country if hon. 
members opposite had their way. Bdore 
leaving the subject I de-.ire to quote several 
statements from "Let Freedom Ring," a 
Yerv r·'morkab!e •York lw Jamcs Garocld 
Ha}·es, a leading America'n barrister. This 
n1an \Yas connected with the coal "·crkcrs' 
strik-, and he d0tails the position and the 
methods usE>d in the little vilbge of Vinton· 
dale, in Pcnnsvlvania. Hero arc some of 
the extracts- ' 

" 'Where shall wo go?' was the next 
inquiry. That seomcd to be a matter of 
indifference. F;omersot count~,· 'vhcro 
union organiser::; wore arrested o'n Right; 
Cambria county, filled with State 
troopers and coni and iron polic0, or;:;~1~ 
nisod to ma1ntain order with lTiachinc 
glrns, clubs, and rifles. \Ve'd get the 
same reception anywhere. '\Vhat's the 
toughest town? ' '\YelL thoro's Vinton· 
dale; we ha.-en't been able to get near 
the place.' " 

,\ppt:o";chi~g Vintondale, Ilaycs dcscrib,d 
the lol10wmg :-

" On the piles and other poinh of van­
tage are n1ounted pov{erful searchlights 
to warn off strangNs at night. Machine 
guns? No doubt. .. \n armed fSUard 
shnds near the sentrv booth. In the 
road are obstructions , squarely planted 
to hold up traffic." ' 

Further, he snys-
,, ~he . C?aJ and iron police, \Vcarjnr; 

aY:e-mspirmg grey uniforms belted with 
a.mmunition, aemed with gun and black· 
jack, are in chase." 

This ie the last statement I desire to read-
" A union meAtlng "·as broken up in 

Du QuesnP, Pennsylvania, and tho 
speaker arrc~ted. ThP- rnavor said that 
the Lord }Jimsolf conld not. speak in Dn 
Quesne on the La hour question. the 
I?Y~clent and probaLly true Pssumption 
b~mg that the Lord w:mld be on the sic:c 
of the workers.'' 

Those are some very definite facts concern· 
ing the indu"trial ~conditions existing in 
An10r1c.a \Yhir:h. hon. nlPmbers opposite and 
the Pnmc Mm1ster desire to introduce into 
An~trali_a. In submitting his new ,ch·me of 
arbctratwn to tho Statco,, the Prime Y!inister 
forgets the _fact that ten months ago he as 
returned wJth a defimte mandate to stan<l 
for the principle of Federal arbitration. He 
aleo forgets the fact that he ,;·as a great 
belwvcr in Federal arbitration prior to the 
last appc:d to the neople. This is what the 
Prime Minister had to say-

rs p.m.] 
"The suggestion 1-vas n1adP 1hat onlv 

tv,·o industries-shipping and shPariug_:_ 

[Jlr. Brassington. 

wcr0 the ttffairs of the Commonv:ea,lth. 
That., {,f c )U\'~0, is quite "·ro'.Jg. Thero 
aro n1:1n v other iadustrics that are 
nation-\Yi(le in ibeir ran1iflcations." 

The Federal Attorll·oy-li>cncral, li OIL J. G. 
Latham, said--

" There arc those who urged that the 
,,\rbitration \court "hou Id be n hob shed 
The abolition of the Conrt wonld not 
solve lLDY problem. On the contrary 
it \<onld create new pro~lcrns · ·ithout 
any satisfactory means of solving· them. 
Then::. \Vero 149 unions rt~prcscnting 
693.000 unionists, and twonh-sc\"en em­
ploy:;rs orgartis·~_tions registerc J in the 
ccurt and n1c~t of thf "lO orgn,nisaLons 
\\ere workin?,' in peace unl1er tho a w:1rds 
cf the c0urt." 

Tho~o statcn1ents are- not mine; thev arc 
the st-atements of the Federal Prime Minis­
ter uud A ttornev-General. Thev \YOre n1ado 
ten n1o:1tbs 2go~. The Brucc-Pa_ge Gov-::!rll­
Jnent vvorc rebHued hv thC' elr-ctors of tho 
Commomvccdtf, with 'a mandate to put 
their policy into effect; and no·,,- we find 
them aoking for rt mandatn to clo just 
nxactly the opposite of what they said ten 
IllODths ago 1 Thc·y rnay make out all argu·­
ment fr.r the abolition of the Fcucral Arbi­
tration Comt; but, if thilt court is abnlished, 
industrv ill this Commol'wcalth v:·ill not 
improYe. It will retrogress. The' fact is 
ob.-ious tlvtt, if you have six State award3 
covcrin3 one in,dnstry with six: c~iffcrcnt 
rates of pay, that industry cannot catT,V 
0e1 and expand. Jt is only fair and 
logical to assume th.at "\Vhatever rr1ight bo 
the fau~ts of the Federal arbitmtion svstem. 
it is up to thr people of this countr;: to 
fr~ht for it;;:. ret0ntion, and, if r, ;ssiblc, 
l'rideavour to in1proYu lt. 

Before: concluding, I \Yant to say that thu 
Fcclc·ral Court can be i1nruovcd on. Daring 
the la~t tltree years s:Jrnething like twcntv­
cight plaints have a"\Ya!ted the determination 
of the Federal Arl>itndion fio~ut. The court 
is not functjoning as it should. If it VIC'ft) 

funolionin!S in the intrrc·ets of the country, its 
scope should be broad enough tD admit of both 
employer and clrlplo:~eo baying their griev­
ances heard as quickly as possible, and being 
sent awav satisfied. Ir.,tead of as!; ing the 
States to~ accppt the re·;ponsibility of fixin~~ 
hours, '"ages, and cor.ditions in the industry, 
the Commonwealth GoYernmcnt should take 
upon themselves their rightful responsibility, 
and extend the powers of the court in order 
to pennit of clairns being dealt \vith expedi­
tiously and the parties mal<ing those claims 
sent awa,v satisfied. If the Gourt were con· 
stitutcd ;tlong tl,ese lic,cs, it would be a 
great sncce ~. It is very evident ihJ.t. a. 
definite arranvcrncnt C'xi~t"' behvocn the 
GoYernmcnt.s of the' yarious Statc·c; and the 
Federal Gc,·emment. 

A GovEHX~IEXT J\Ir:~rRER · Your sp,ccch is 
ono a1;pcaling to class hatred. 

At 5.3 p.m., 
The SPF..'·KEH. rt~um.cd the chair. 

Mr. BRASf\INGTO:\": The Federal Go­
YLrnmcnt ranlJOt 1nak0 out n. convincing 
case fo1~ ab3ndoning arbitration and con­
ciliation in th,\ Federal sphere. rrllO i:suo 
before the people is cle~r. If they Yote for 
the Br!!oc-Pav,·e Goyernmcnt, they will p!acr, 
themselves within the fetters of 'ridmtrial 
elan,ry; but, if they Yole for .+ Labour 
Party, they will ett lc'c,st vote for ,tttlc con­
tentment and lHtppincss to which they are 
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justly entitled. This Commonwealth is pass­
ing through one of its darkest periods. 
Ever0 Str~te, with the exception of \Vc-tern 
Austridia, is controlled by an anti Labour 
Gover~-!1181. t. 

The 81_:, P.E~AnY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
The Government of w·cstern Aw-tralia arc 
snpportin? Nir. Bruce's arbitration pro­
posals. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: These anti-Labour 
Governn1cLts nro ruling with their policies 
of dF"pair. Under the Bruce-Pago Govern-. 
n1ent our national Par1iarnent has been 
degrade,d, our national assets depreciated, 
and th8 accumulated. deficits under ihcir 
regime have amounted to £4,900,000. 

The SPF.\ TC•:H : Order! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted his time under the 
Standing OrdGrs. 

Question~" Th8t the Speaker do no·w 
lcaye the chair "-put and passed. 

FIXANCJAL STATEME::\'T. 

Co:\IMJTTEE OF SUPPLY. 

(Jlr. Robcrts, East To01coomba, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. I-I. Br~rnc', 
n-pnnum), who was received w[th Govern­
ment cheere, said : Mr. Roberts, I am 
ent.rmted \Yith the honour of placing before 

Head of Revenue. 

Commonwealth 
Taxation 
Land 
1\fining 
Railways 
()ther Ieecipts 

Totals 

Under estimate 

Budget 
Estimate. 

-£ 
1,096,235 
4,702,000 
1,J.l2,000 

37,400 
7,700,000 
1,919,SOO 

16,R07,135 

lhe Committee a review of the position of 
the public finances of the State. 

The Statement which I am about to read 
contains several ta bios of figure '• and I w JU Id 
'tl?'g-est that the Gornmitt<:e consent to take 
thc:c.o tabl.ns as read. 

It mt"t be realised that, so far as the 
transactions of the past fmancial year are 
concerned, very little,· if any, responsibility 
1ests on the shoulders of lhe vrescnt Go­
Yernn1ent, as \Ye wore not sufficiently long 
in control of rnattors, prior to the 30th June 
last, to affonl opportunity of effecting any 
appreciable influence on the :umnces of the 
y~ear. 

The Consolidat.ocl Revenue Fund on the 
30th June last rliscloscd a deficit of £165,957, 
arrived at as follows:-

£ £ 
Expenditure 16,go2, 145 

Less receipts . . . . lfi,i2.5,h82 
Transferred from Surplus 

Revenue Trust Fund, 
being surplus at 30th 
June, 1928 . . 10,506 

------ 16,73H,188 

Deficit £Hl5,957 

The followi~g tables show the receipts and 
expenditure under the principal headings 
as con1pared \Vith the Budget Est.in1atc; in 
each ca.:ie :~ 

Receipts. 

£ 
1,060,2J! 

i 4,671,652 
1,445,5;)8 I 53,783 
7,567,2R1 

I 1,937,680 

16,736.188 I 

1---
£130,947 

I 

Over 
E~timate. 

£ 

s~:5ss 
10,~33 

1s',i8o 

68,121 

Under 
Estimate. 

£ 
36,001 
30,R48 

132.,719 

199,068 

£130,\)J7 

--- -~-·-"------------

_J 

EXPENDITURE, 1928-29. 

Head of Expenditure. Budget 
Estimate. Expenditure. Over , Under 

Estimate. 1 Estimate. 
--------------------------

Schedule• . . . . 
Interest on the Public Debt 
Executive and Legislative 
Premier and Chief Secretary 
Home Secretary 
Public Works .. 
J"abour and Industry 
Justice 
Treasurer 
Public Lands .. 
Agriculture and Stock 
Public Instruction 
Mines 
Railways 

£ 
636,209 

5,214,595 
23.206 

154,664 
l,fl51,131 
2~3,665 

;)1,767 
215.263 
426;450 
226,582 
182,286 

1,639,588 
68,955 

6,316,069 

£ 
631,792 

5,170,948 
22,460 

159,279 
1,610,631 

228,834 
48,190 

215,704 
443,187 
305,086 
160,333 

1,636,421 
68,479 

6,200,801 

£ 

4)ll5 
59,500 

4<11 
16,737 

t. 
4,417 

43,647 
74() 

21>i(J 
21,0fi3 

3,167 
476 

115,268 

Totals 17,040,430 16,902,145 81,293 219,578 

Under eEtimate 

RECEIPTS. 

It will be observed that the sum received 
from tht Commonwealth is less by £36,001 
than the estimate. This is accounted for by 
the fact that during the year 1927-28 the Corn-

----v-
£138,285 £13P,285 

monwec:lth Government paid the State the 
sum of £1,130,769 under the provisions of 
th< States Grants Act 19217, which was 
£34,534 in excess of the sum pr~yable under 
the Financial Agreement. The agreement 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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did not come into operation until the 3rd 
September, 1928, and its efioct was retrospec­
tive to the 1st July, 1927, consequently the 
merpayment for the year 1927-28 was 
deducted from the payment for 1928-29. 

Taxation produced £30,348 le s than the 
ostinnte, which is accounted for principally 
by shortages of £41,486 in income tax and 
£6,875 in totalisator and betting tu, which 
are set off to some extent by a sm·plw' of 
£19,551 in land tax. When taking into con­
, ideration the depressed condition of the 
pastoral industry and buc;iness gcnerall:·, the 
receipts from income tax must be regarded 
as very gratif~ying. 

Land reYonuo was £33,558 over the 
n1ate. This also affords satisfaction, as 
eating the stabilitv of the 11astoral 
agricultural industries. 

c ,ti­
indi~ 

and 

Mining receipts "ere £16,383 in excess of 
anticipation--, chiefly accounted for bv fees 
received for prospecting permits under the 
Petroleum Act. 

Railwac·s returned £132,719 less than the 
e-.timatcd revenue. r_rhe a1nolf,1t received 
£7,567,28~, was £193,:29 over the~ receipts fo;, 
the previous year, vd1ich is a considerable 
jn1provcment, and the larg0st revenue col­
lected by this department in any year. 

Other receipts amounted to £18,180 more 
than the estimate. 

The r0venue as a whole \\~as £130,947 short 
ol anticipations. 

ExPENDITURE. 

Expenditure was £138,285 less than the ecti~ 
mate. The foregoing table shows the varia­
tions under the appropriation headings. 
There are only t,,,.o instances in which tho 
outlay exceeded the appl'opriation to anv 
appreciable extent. These are Home Secr~­
tary's Department, where the exceH of 
£59,500 is moro than accounted for bv out­
door relief, which is £78,476 in excess 'a£ the 
vote, and the Treasurer's Department, the 

,-ote for "~hich was exceeded bv £16,73?~ 
Practically the whole of the latte~- excess 1s 

accounted. for by payments to the Railway 
Department for rebate of freight on shrving 
stock and fodder, which was £14.894 more 
than the prO\·ision on tho Estimates. 

A notable saving was effected in interest 
on the public debt. Honourable members 
will remember that, in pursuance of the 
Financial ) .. grcement. the Commonwealth Go~ 
,~crnment relieved the States, as on the 1st 
July, 1929, of liability on account of loans 
raised by the Commonwealth for the Stat.­
to an amount equal to the value of the trans~ 
£erred properties. 'l'lw late Treasurer, when 
formulating his Budget for last year. assumed 
that he would be liable to pay to the Com~ 
wonwealth the interest for the period 1st. 
.January to 30th June, 1929, at the rate of 5 
per centun1, per annurn on loans from the 
Commonwealth amounting to £1,560,639. 
being the valLw of this State's transferred 
properties. The interest was, howeYer, not 
payable until 1st July, 1929, and the Com~ 
monwealth Treasurer decided that obligation 
to meet ihe liabi!it-· rested on his Govc,·n­
Inent, and he. arco;dingly, did not den1and 
paynwnt from the States. This provided 
unexpected relief to the extent of £39,015 
in the State's interest bill. 

The Railv, ay Department's disbursements 
shmY a cavinil of £115,268 on the estimated 
e•;pcnditure. -The net charge to consolidated 
revenue on accmmt of thi,, department 
amounted io £1,605,346, as compared to 
£1.630,316 for the previous year. The net 
return on tho capital im·ested was £2 3s. 3d. 
per cent., which is an itnprovemcnt of 2s. 3d. 
on the return for the previous year. 

The following figures, which I regard as 
extremely interesting, show the revenue and 
expenditure per capita of population for the 
vears 1914~15 and 1928-29 respectively. I 
~houlcl iike ycrv much if hon. members of 
the Committee ~yould as,,ocia te these figures 
with some figures to be found at th0 end of 
the Statement:--

Year. Population. Revenue. Revenuf' per Expenditure. Expenditure 
Capita. per Capita. 

£ £ s. d. £ £ s. d. 
1914-15 676,707 7,202,658 10 12 10 7,19~,399 10 12 9 

1928-29 916,689 16,736,188 18 5 2 16,902,145 18 8 g 

Increase 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 

35·46 132·36 
---~---

I think some further comparisons are also 
worthy of mention, as illustrating the remark­
able growth in taxation "'~"A 1915. I would 
like these figures also to ~ctKen in associa~ 
tion with the figures at the end of the 
Statement. Taxation proclnced in 1914~15 
£954,457, and in 1928-29 £4.671 652 an 
increase of £3,717,195, which is ~qu~l to 
389.25 per cent., and an increase of £3 13s. 9d. 
per head of population. 

[Hon. TV. H. Barncs. 

71-59 134·78 73·33 
-------

Interest on the public debt is another 
inslanco of extremely rapid inflation during 
the la<t fourteen years. This charge has 
increased bv £3,195.367, having risen from 
£1,975,581 'to £5,170,948, an increase of 
161.74 per c.·nt. and £2 14·,. 5d. per hr ;1d of 
population. During the same period no le­
a sum than £49,871,160 \Yas added to the 
public debt, which stood at £112,024,975 0:1 

30th June, 1929. The 1 tter figure rep re~ 
scnts an addition of 80.2-1 per< cent., and 
£54 Ss. 1d. per head of population. 
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TRUST FuNDS. 

The total receipt> and expenditure in con­
nection with Trust Funds last year compared 
with the previous year \V ere as follow:-

Receipt' 
Expenditure 

1937-28. 

£ 
5,994,4ii1 
5,476,407 

1928-29. 

£ 
6,156,577 
5,884,956 

The following are the funds in which the 
ln rgcst transactions were involved:-

Agricultural Bank 
Central S11gar-mills 
:Forestry and I,umbering 
Harbour Dues 
l\Iain Roads . . . . . . 
Prickly-pear Land Commis-

sion 
State Coalmine' 
State Enterprises 
State Insurance 
State Sawmills . . . . 
Unemployment Insurance .. 
Workers' Dwellings 
'Yorkers' Hmnes 

i Receipts. E1~~~-di­
, 1928-29. i 1928-29. 

£ 
145,430 

1,003,250 
171,13R 
108,143 
885,957 
14.5,440 

183,798 11 

900,926 
1,163,842 1 

152,719 I 
491,503 ' 
147,~05 

49,1)41 

£ 
145,652 
970,641 
174,407 
144,745 
989,911 
151,368 

1,c,S,200 
963,284 
883,423 
126,001 
439,171 
142,866 

50,407 

Llyricultural ]Jank.-The receipts are 
mninly comprised of interest earned on 
advances to borrowers, and the expenditure 
~avers working expenses and interest paid to 
the Treasury on loan money advanced to the 
bank. 

Central Su{!ar-mills.-Transactions in con­
nection with this fund represent receipts for 
oales of sugar, and payments for cane pur­
chases, wages, etc., on account of the Tully 
'md Proserpine Central sugar-mills. 

Forestry and L1t111 beriny.-The expenses of 
1lctrvesting and marketing State forest pro­
duce are paid out of this fund. The fund is 
recouped from sales tn the extent of the 
expenses incurred, and the balance of tho 
proceed, of sales is credited to land revenue 
under the heading· "Timber licenses, etc." 

Harbour Dw :.-'-Collections at ports where 
no harbot\1' boards have been cons:ituted are 
paid into this fund, and disbursements on 
,account of maintenance dredging, etc., at 
those ports are charged to the fund. The 
expenditure last year exr:ceded the receipts 
by £36,402. This is clue to the heayy cost of 
lnuintonallcC dredging in the Brisbane River 
for the restoration of the normal depths in 
dLedge<l channels, rendered nece:=<sary o';ying 
to silting caus.,d by freshets in the river. 

Jlain Roads.-Tho receipts for the year 
\Ycre less than the expenditure by £103,954, 
but the fund had a credit balance of £116,492 
on the 1st July, 1928. It was, therefore, 
-till in credit on 30th June, 1929. 

Trickly-pear Land Commission.-The 
annual statutory endowment of £100,000 is 
JPid into this fund. Other receipts are 
obtained from sales of poison, etc. Expenses 
paid out of the fund are salaries and wages, 

purchase of poison, equipment, subsidies to 
local authorities, etc. There was a sum of 
£59,177 to the credit of the, fund on 30th 
June, 1929. 

State Coalrniacs.-This fund is credited 
with proceeds of the sale of coal and debited 
with working expenses, including intore,)t 
paid to the Treasury on capital expenditure 
and on the overdraft, if any, in the fund. 

State Entcrprhc.S'.-Transactions in connec­
tion with State coalmines, Chillagoe smelters, 
State sawmills, and Irvinebank treatment 
works c~o not pass through this fund. The 
figures nH~ntioncd in the rtbove table are th9 
aggregate of tho financial operations of the 
State butcher shops, State cannery, State fish 
supply, State hotel,· State Produce Agency, 
State railway rdre,hmcnt-rooms, Hamilton 
r·olcl stores, and State stations. I do not 
propose to offer explanations with respect 
to each St 1te enterprise, as details will be 
ohown in the report of the Commissioner of 
Trade and in thG Auditor-General's report. 
I will, however, mention that immediatelv 
I assumed control of the Treasury I careful!~· 
examined the position of the several ente;. 
prises and the existing relations with tho 
TrPasury. I a",ccrtainod that accounts. such 
a; the State stations and the Hamilto~ cold 
stores, were being charged interest on the 
indebtedness to the Treasury, although these 
enterprisos were wholly incapable of meet­
ing the charge. The result was that con­
solidated revenue was being credited with 
sums which were never actually earned, the 
credit being nothing more than a bookkeeping 
entry. l invito the Committee to note that 
sentence particularly. I decided that in the 
case of the State stations and the Hamilton 
cold stores this practice should be discon­
tinued as from the 1st January, 1929. 

At 5.25 p.m., 

:\lr. MAXWELL (1'oou·ony), one of the panel 
of 'Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

The TREASURER: A close scrutiny wi!i 
be kept on the,,e matters, and appropriate 
action will be taken with respect to funds 
of this nature if circtnnstances warrant. 

State Smcmills.-Thc transactions in this 
fmtd show a surplu·, of receipts over expendi­
ture to the Extent of £26,718. The d;•bit 
balance of the fund had been reduced to 
L4.~47 <1t 30th June, 1929. 

Unc•_·ployment f_':,~r~:·nnce.-The receipts 
exceeded the disbursements by £52,332. Dis­
bursements amounted to £439,171, \\'hich 
r·x:cecds any yeur since the fund \vas estab-
1 ished. The fund was in credit to the extent 
of £58,997 at 3r:h June, 1929. 

n·ork• rs' Du·, "l,:ngs an cl 1Vorlcers' Hom.rs.­
Thc total receipts were £197,046, and the 
expenditlll'e £193,273. The explanation given 
Ly 1110 regarding transactions in the Agri­
cultmal Bank Fund applies to those funds. 

Hon. W. H. Ban~cs.] 
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LOAN FUND. 

The cash tr.ensaction~ of the Loan Fund were as follow 

Cash Balance, 1st July, 1~28 
Receipts during the year-

Repayments by loc'<l authorities, &c. . . 
Receipts under J,ands Sales Proceeds Act ... 
ProceedR of loan issues--

OversP~s-
State's proportion of J"oan issued by Commonwealth Government-

5 per cent. (London) .. 
Less charges 

Amtralia-
5~ per cent. (domestic issues) . . . . . . . . . . . . 
State's proportion of Loan i£wed by Commonwealth Government­

fit ner cent. . . 
Less charges 

£ 

788,000 
29,593 

1,434,000 
6,055 

1,427,945 
533 

£ 

1,179,540 
94 

758,407 

290,500 

Les8 not received at 30th June, 1929 
----- 1,427,412 

The Commonwealth Bank Agreement Ratification and State Advances Act 
of 1920- · 

Loan from Commonwealth Savings Bank on account of increase in 
depositor~· balances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Loan from Commonwealth Government in terms of the Migration Agree-
rrient . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Amount transferred from Trust Funds in adjustment of capital cost of 
Jhmilton cold stores, as determined pnrquant to the provisions of 
the St.flte Enterprises Act of 1918 . . . . . . . . . . 

Repayment of portion of temporary loan advanced to Commonwealth 
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Refund by Comrnon,vcalth Government on account. of expenses in C0n­
nection with loan raised for the State in New York (July, 1927) 

RlO,OOO 

2,000 

17,517 

2oO,OO'l 

3 
----- 4,735,473 

Disbursements dnring the year-
Expenditure as per BnJget, Table E4 
Redemption of deuentures iS'ued under­

The Government Loan Act of 1918 .. 

10,387,~?1 

The Common we dth Bank Agreement Ratification and State 
Advances Act of 1920-0n account of repayment of deposit 

3,248,429 

231,000 

receipt . . . . . . . . . . 
Temporar>· loan to Commonwealth Government . . . . . . . . 
Payment to Commonwealth Government on acconnt of stamp duty on 

2-10,0''0) 
500,000 

loans raised for t.he State in London . . . . . . . . 4,185 
Further expen~es in connection \Yith h.H1TIS raised for the State­

London, :Li:'farch, 1928 .. 877 
2,957 New York, .May, 192S .. 

8,019 
'Transfer to Trust Funds on account of adjustments between Trust 

Workin~ Accounts and Loan Accounte of the following­
Agricultural Bank . . . . . . . . . . 2,950 

2,048 
1,362 

State Advances Corporation-Workera'.Dwellings .. 
Workers' Homes 

Transferred to Consolid,ded Revenue Fund to meet accumulated deficits 
at 30th June, 1927 

6,360 

1,32R,188 

Cash balance at 30th June, 1929 

which was held as follows:-
At current account .. 
On extended deposit .. 

At 5.30 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAO: resumed the chair. 

The TREASURER: The cash balance at 
the credit of the fund on 1st July, 1928, was 
£5,651,808. Receipts during the year 
amounted to £4,735,473, \\ hich included pro­
ceeds of loans £3,288,319, repayments by 
loc:tl authorities, etc., £1,179,5-+0, and repay­
ment of portion of temporary loan to 
the Commonwealth Government £250,000. 
£3,248,429 was expended on public works, 
£471,000 wa' applied in redemption of the 
public debt, and £500,000 was lent, tom· 
poraril_y, to the Commonwealth Government, 
of which £250.000 was repaid, as I have just 
mentioned. The accumulated deficits in the 
Consolidated Revenue Accom\t at 30th June, 

[!Ion. TV. If. Barnes. 

£4,691,051 
134,2~4 

£4,825,285 

1927, amounting to £1,328,188, were funded, 
in pursuance of the authority contained in 
the Government Loan Act of 1928, the adjust­
ment having been effected out of the pro­
ceeds of the loan of £1,434,000 issued under 
the provisions of that Act, the cash proceeds 
of which were £1,427,945, as shown in the 
foregoing statement. 

The details of the expenditure Hnder the 
several appropriations in last year's esti­
tnates may be ascertained on reference to 
Table E4 of the tables relating to the Trea­
surer's Financial Statement. As the present 
Government had very little opportunity of 
exercising any control over this expenditure, 
I do not intend to discuss details. The total 
sum of £3,248,429 was expended, as compared 
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with £4,038,885 during 1927-28. £4,343,668 
was provided on the Estimates-in-Chief, 
1928-29, which is £1,095,239 more than the 
actual disbursements. 

GrosE public debt at 30th June, 1928 
.4dd--

PUBLIC DEBT. 
The net public debt at 30th June, 1928, was 

£109,752,365, which increased during the year 
by £2,272,610, arrived at as follows:-

£ £ 
111,733,969 

Proeeeds of loam, 1928-29 . . . . . , .. , , , , 3,322,500 
.. £2,000 Advances from Commcnwt>a.lth under l\Ugration Agreement 

South Bri,bane-Kyo~Je-Grafton Railway Act , , £84,013 
86,013 

3,403,513 

£115,142,482 
Less-

Canrellations in terms of Financial Agreement 
Redeemed from cash . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1,056,864 
511,000 
642,569 

70,000 
Redeemed by National Debt Commission out of sinking fund 
Advance' from Commonwealth under ·wire and Wire-Netting Act 

----- 2,280,433 

Gross public debt at 30th Jnne, 1929 
Le.qs accumulated sinking funds 

Net public debt at 30th June, 1q29 
Net public debt at 30th Jur.e, 1928 

Increase 

Of the new loans, £2,222,000 was raised by 
the Commonwealth for the State in terms of 
the Financial Agreement. £788,000 was 
raised in London, bearing interc,t at the 
rate of 5 per centum per annum, the issue 
price being £98 per cent. Expenses were 
£29,593 and the net pro~eecls were £758,407, 
the effective rate of interest being £5 4s. 4cl. 
per cent. £1,434,000 was raised in Australia, 
interest being 5;k per centum per annurr1, 
iesue price par, expenses £6,055, net proceeds 
£1,427,945, effective rate of interest £5 6s. ld. 
per centum. 

Under the provisions of the Savings Bank 
Transfer Agreement, £810,000 was received 
from the Commonwealth SavingJ Bank­
£554,000 at 4~ per centum per annum, and 
£256,000 at 5 per centum per annum. In 
terms of the agreement, the late Government 
adopted a suggestion by the Commonwealth 
Savings Bank that interest on depositors' 
balances be increased on the 1st October, 
1928, from 3~ to 4 per centum per annum on 
the first £500 of each account, interest on 
the excess over £500 and up to £2,000 to 
remain at 3~ per cent. This sug-gestion was 
made with the object of increasing the 
deposits in the bank. The State is entitled 
to 70 per cent. of any increase in depositors' 
balances, and the bank may demand interest· 
at a rate not exceeding 1 per cent. per annum 
above the highest rate of interest paid to 
depositors generally on current accounts. 
This explains the higher interest charge of 
~ per cent. on the loan of £256,000. 

£290,500 was obtained through investments 
by the Insurance Commissioner and Public 
Curator. 

Further indebtedness to the extent of 
£84,013 was incurred in pursuance of the 
Soi1th Brisbane-Kyogle-Grafton Railway 
Agreement Acts, 1924 to 1926. 

An advance of £2,000 was obtained from 
the Commonwealth Government under the 
::Yiigration Agreement towards expenses in 
connection with the agricultural survey now 
being made, 

In pursuance of the Financial Agreement. 
State securities of the value of £1,056.864 
were cancelled and destroyed. These securi­
ties were previously held in the State sink­
ing funds, and are now written off the gross 
public debt. The sinking fund conditions of 

£112,862,049 
837,074 

£112,024,975 
109,752,365 

£2.272,610 

the wntracts with respect to the Queensland 
American loans are still being observed, and 
the securities pttrchased in connection with 
th<so funds are held at the Treasury on 
behalf of the National Debt Commission. 
£642,569 was redeemed by the National Debt 
Commission out of moneys available in the 
State's sinking fund. The commission held 
uninvested cash to the extent of £83,620 on 
account of this State at 30th June. 

As provided for in the Financial Agree­
ment, the Commonwealth rciievecl the ::itate 
un the 1st July, 1929, of liability amounting 
to £1,560,639, being the agreed value of 
Queensland transferred properties. 'rhts >Yas 
effected by the Commonwealth aswming 
liability for loans of an equal amount O'.Ying 
b> the State to the Commonwealth. The 
State's indebtedness to the Commonwealth 
on account of 5 per cont. loan:-; 1naturing 
1945-1975 in London has been reduced bv the 
oum mentioned. As the adjustment· "as 
made on the 1st July, it does not appear in 
the transactions for last financial year. The 
State will, in future, be relieved of interest 
to the extent of £78,031 per annum, and the 
receipt of that sum which has been paid by 
the Commonwealth since 1st July, 1927, will 
now cease Prior to that elate interest a• 
Z} per centum per annum, am,ounting to, 
approximately, £54.622, was received from 
the Commonwealth on account of transfcrr'-d 
!H'operties. 

LOAN £12,703,734 WHICH MATURED OX 

1ST JULY, 1929. 
The Australian Loan Council decided the 

lc'rms and conditions on which this loan >Yas 
converted. The National Debt Commission 
redeemed £300,000 of the loan with money 
aYailable in the Queer:slancl Sinking Fund, 
and Commonwealth stock for the balanc~. 
£12,403,734, bearing interest at the rate of 
5 per centum per annum was issued at £97. 
Allowing for the amount which had to be 
provided for expenses, the effectiYe interest 
cost will be £5 5s. lcl. per cent. The stock 
is redeemable on the 1st July, 1975, the 
Commonwealth Government having the 
option of redemption, in whole or in part, at 
par, on or after the 1st Jul:-, 1945, on giving 
three months' notice. Holders of the matur­
ing loan were offered a cash bonus of £3 per 

Hon. TV. H. Barnes.] 
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cent. on cOlwerting· their holdings into the 
new loan. £5,009,252 was convertcc1. ancl 
cash subscriptions for £1,436,600 were 
rccciHcl, together amounting to £6,445,852, 
l>cing 52 per cent. of the whole. Tlw under· 
writer• found the balance. £5,957,882, whrch 
is pquiYalent to 48 per cent. Talnng Into 
con,ideration the depressed state of the 
London Inoncy market and th" fact that the 
interest on tho new loan iJ ~ per cent;. 
lower than the maturBd loan, the result ot 
the conversion n1ust be regarded ns satlsfac­
torv in the circumstances, although a better 
issc\e price would have been obtained had 
conditions been 1norp, favourable. Deter­
mined, althoug·h unsucces.-.ful, effort· were 
m a de hv the Loan Council to secure less 
C'0.3th· t0nns. rrhe expenses connected with 
1hc ~conYersion were heaYj:, amounting to 
£537,094, as follows:-

Discount and bonus at 3 per cent. 
Underwi·iting 
Brokerage . . . .. . . 
Other expenses -advert.Ismg, etc. . . 
Bank of England cba:ge for paying off 

unconverted portwn of loan .. 

£ 
372,112 
124,037 

25.254 
1~,950 

10,000 

£544,35!l 
T;ess interest earned on investment of 

cash subscriptions lodged prior to 
1st July 7,239 

£537,094 

Tl1i...; ~unount ·wa~ paid ont of ca~h alrcadv 
in the Loan Fund, being portion of th'e 
prol'ccris of previous is~ues. It wa··~ th~rc~ 
±ore not IH'cessarv to Increase the nonunal 
amo~n1t of tho cOnversion loan to provide 
c..tsh for that purpose. In tho ease of conYcr­
>ion loans, the London mMl<ct objLCcts to 
thf' issue of any arnount in cxcc:2,<; of the su1u 
nctua1l·. required to redeem the maturing 
loan. ·The charge dor·-; not appear in the 
Loan Cash Account for the yca·r 1928-29. as 
the amount as not paid until the 1st J nly, 
"929, being the datr on which it becatil( due. 

The conversion at the reduced interest rate 
,(){ ~ per cent. will ro~ult in a saving of 
£62 000 p8r annum in interest on this loan, 
but' from this saving must be deducted the 
t-:un1 of, approxirnately, £27,000, being 
interest at 5 per conturn per annutn 011 

<:-xpenses. 

AusTRALIAN LoA:-~ Coc:NCJL. 

:',Ic,otings of the Australian Loan Council 
,~ore held in January, May, and Aug·nst. 

At the meeting held in January, the chair­
man reported that the Financial Agreement 
came i>lto operation on the 3rd September. 
1928. A Bill to validate the agreement \\as 
pas;cd by t,;e Federal Parliame11t ccul,,· ill 
1929. The borrowing programme of the 
C'on1r...1onwcalth and tho States "\vas rcYic,Yrd 
nt this meeting of the Council, and certain 
J'C'ch:ctions were agreed u1Jon. ~1\t the n1cot­
iFg of th0 Council held in May, the Common­
lYealth and the States submitted their J1l'O· 
~Tmnn1cs of loan oxponditure for thP finrulC'ial 
vcar 1929-30. Adviccs received from tho 
iinancial advisers of the Common- c·1lth in 
London made it perfectlv clear that the 
pro:::pr:~t" of ~:ccurrr~:; loa~1 n1one~- on the 
London rnarket nnder favourable tern1s "'Yerc 
Yc•rv remote, and that the indications 
that conditions would not impron: in 
near· future. In view of thi~. the Conlnl<:ll­
WLalth and the StotcF 2greed to a n1atcrial 
reduction in their loan programmes, on 

lRon. W. If. BanMs. 

the under,tanding that a further revision 
\\Olllcl be made should there bo no improve­
ment in the prospects. So frrr from irnproY­
iug·, conditions on the London n1arkct b:-·camc 
diotinctl.v less favourable soon after this 
n10cting, so n1uch FO that the chainnan of 
thn Council deemed it. advisable to convene 
another mcctinci' on the 6th ..:\_ugust for the 
pnrpc·1o of further discp ;sing the sit nation. 
I11fonnation received frorn L'ondon since thP 
meeting held in JYiay was of such a diecourag. 
ing nature that the members of the Council 
\\'e~ro compelled to the conclusion tliat it 
'I'Duld he futile to budget for loan expendi­
ture even on the reducPd amounts agn~cd to 
ai· the May meeting. They were, therefore, 
reluctantly forcc'd still further to rl•duce their 
rC':--pective prograrnmc">, it being clearly rccc·;­
nised that these further reclnetions \YOre in­
,,,·itable. The conse'}uonco of this enforced 
dir.,inntion in the <'xpcncliturc o£ lo,m money. 
will be embarrassing, but it is the mrly wise 
course to pursue. The decision to make thcso 
reductions is ono \Vhich has rnv entire accord, 
as it would be suicidal to incr;r commitments 
vd1en the prospects of ra.i:3jng the lH .,•cssary 
mon0y appear so difficult, 8S those \Vit-h 
whi,h wo are confronted at the present 
n1omcnt. 

SOLDIER SETTLE)!E~'r LLmiLITY. 

The proposal made to the States by the 
'Gomn10lr .. ,·en.lth Governrn('nt. as the outcornG 
o[ Nir. Justice Pike's reDort on soldier settk­
f''f'nt. is disappointing, ftnd is not a-, fa,·uur­
able to Queensland as the agreement enterNl 
illto in October, 1925. The matter is under 
consideration, hut it will probably be ,omo 
time before finality is re,ichod. 

EsTIMATES, 1929-30. 

I have no hesitation in stating that the~ 
GoYe-rntnent is singularly nufortunatc in 
usc.uming office at a time wlwn the financial 
outlook iR anything but refl~suring. I haYD 
llO inteniion of adopting a pessimistic atti­
tude, but I must say that the management 
of the public finances will be an extremely 
difficult matter for some time to come. 

\Ye are not going to striko any pessimistic 
note~ \Ve fire going to strike a note of 
caution; but this State is going to come out 
all right. I am perfectly certain that Quccns­
hncl will be ono of tho first to show an 
immediate improvement. 
GovER"i~lENT MEMBERS: Hour, hear! 

RECEIPTS. 
REVENUE FUl\D. 

The TREASURER: I anticipitte ihat 
receipts this year will amount to £15,763,500. 
This comllal'CS with collections last year, a.s 
follows:-

----------------~ 

I R . 
i lg~~~~~~· 
·!--£-' 

Amonntfrom Common- 1,0('0,2~4 ' 
wealth 

Taxati0n 4,G71,6!i2 
T~n.nd RevennP. 1,4-1G,558 
Mining Receipts 58,7~3 
Railways . . 7,567,2~1 
other Receipts.. 1,9:l7,G80 

B3timate'i. 
1029-30. 

£ 

4,54~,000 
1,47S,00fl 

48,400 
7,675,000 
2,013,100 

Total I £I6,n6,1ss : £15,7f.3,5oo 

It will he noticed that no amount is shown 
a., a receipt from the Commonwealth. Th<· 



Financial Statement. [25 SEPTE~IBER.] Pi,wncial Stfltement. 545 

c-um of £1,096,235, \Vhich is papblc by the 
Commonwealth in terms of the Financial 
A«rccment towards the interest on the publie 
<l~ht. is shown as a deduction from the State's 
liabilitv on that account on page 6 of the 
J<>tima.tes-in-Chief. This more than accounts 
f,,,. the reduction of £972,688 in the total 
e~hmated revenue, as com11arcd \Yith last 
ye1r~s receipts. 

Taxation showR an estimated decrease of 
£122,662 compared "ith last year's . collcc­
tluus. I anticipate that rccejpts fron1 1ncon1e 
hx will drop to the extent of £158,514, 
mainlv as the rcmlt of the fall in tb> price 
of wool, and the fact that the pa>~ord indus­
trv has not vet fn liy recovered from the 
pffccts of the recent drought. I do not expect 
there will be any great variations in the 
<·ollections under the other hcacll!lgs of taxa­
t1on. 

Lmd revPnue, I hope, will yielcl £32,442 
!Lore than last year. 

A small reduction of £5,383 is anticipated 
in mining recejpts. 

Rnilway takings, I estjmatc, -;.-rill arnount 
t '' £7,675,000, .which is £107,719 in excess of 
the earnings of the previous year. 

Other receipts are expected to yield 
£2.013,100, which is an increase of £75,420. 

ExPEXDITURE. 
REVENcE FeND. 

The following table contains my estimate 
nf the expcnditnre -r the currr-nt year, as 
compared with a'" .1 disbursements last 

:-·car :~-----------c-----

Disburse­
ments. 

1928-29. 

E~timated. 
1929-30. 

~~--------!-----:-----
£ 

i'chedules . . . . 631,792 
'nterest<'n Public Debt 5,170,948 
Executive and Le~is- 22,460 

lative 
Premier and Chief 149,802 

Secretary 
Home Secretary 1,610,631 
Department of Public 228,834 

Works 
Department of Labour 48,190 

and Industry 

£ 
675,529 

4,0R5,307 
36,541 

164,174 

1,564,207 
22g,1~s 

51,525 

Deportment of Justice 215,704 201,301 
The Treasurer . . 443,1<:':7 i 426,904 
Department of Public 305,086 ' 330,318 

J,ands 
Department of Agricul- ! 160,333 176,601 

ture and Stock I 
Department of Public I 1,636,421 1, 716,200 

Instruction . I 
Department. of Mmes .. 1 68,479 

1 

73,687 
Department of Railways 1 __ 6_c'_2_10_,_2_7_R ____ 6,_2_0_1'_, 2_20 

Total •• I nn,902,145 £15,939,642 

Schedules.--Provision is made for an excess 
of £43,737, of which £40,886 is reg~ired to 
meet increased sinking fund contnbutwns 
,, nd intorcst on State securiticc, purchased by 
rt1e Xational Deb: Commission out of the 
:·c'tate's sinking fund. 

Interest on the Public Dclit.-This service 
o-huws a decrease of £1,085,641, \Yhich is more 
t ltan accounted for by the payment of 
£1.096,235 to be contributed by the Con:­
Iuonwealth Government. Furthermore, It IS 
'!er UO\l,~ nr:ccr.:-sary to provido £78,031 for 
lJ,terest on the clebt which the Commonwealth 
Government has taken over in connection with 
tr:w .fert'cd properties. I have already 
, .. ,pJaincd these matters. After allowing for 
these clcduc!ions and adjustmenL in connec­
tion with the conversion loan, details of which 

L29-2 .\I 

I have previously given, it will be nceesS>lrf 
1 ' provide this year an additional sum of, 
:J]lproximately, £150,000 for interest on public 
debt, 

l'J':rr:cutive and Lr(ti:;;lati1•e.-Tho provision 
urcc]r,r thi.3 heading includes £12,450 for pay­
ment to the Railway Department for free 
1·: il way passf-<·-, issued to mcrnbers and cx­
IrH:C·mbers of Parliament and their relatives. 
It is COibiderecl equitable that the Rail-.< a:· 
Department should receive credit fo1· th0 
value of these passes, for ~,xhich no pavrnent 
l1as, hitherto, been received by that dCpart­
luent. 

The ,•ppropriations for Home Sccretar ,., 
Department of Justice, <tnd Treasurer sho~ .. 
decreases amounting in the ••ggrrgate to 
£77,110, and the total pro\'ision for othu 
departments is £156,511 in excess of the pre­
\'JO>Is year's expenditure. Of the total esti­
mated expenditure, approximately £123.000 
IS requh',_; d to 1neet increases to the sala-ries 
ancl wages of public servants. 

Despite the fact that every care has been 
taken to estimate revenue and expenditure 
as accuratel,Y as possible, and notwithotanding 
that prons1on has been made for what are 
rleemed t? be essential services. only, the 
followmg IS the result of my antimpatwns :-

Est.imated expenditure 
Estimated revenue .. 

Estimated deficit 

£ 
15,9~9,1142 
15, 76~,{00 

£176,142 

Mr. DRASSINGTON: You have started welL 

The THEASURER: We have started well. 
but I shall show later on that thousands of 
pounds were taken by the previous Govern­
ment from the Loan and Trust Funds to 
sustain the Revenue Account in order to bring 
forward credit balances. 

'There is one matter I feel justified in 
mentioning, and that is the method followed 
in some of the States in the treatment of 
railway receipts and expenditure. The 
cl imination of these transactions from the 
Consolidated Revenue Account enables a 
surplus to be shown in that account. In m v 
opinion there is no merit in this procedure. 
as it is in the nature of a device to obseure 
the true position. 

TRUST FUNDS. 

The total of the appropriations for Trust 
an~ Special Funds amount to £5,817,213, 
wh1eh 1s £343,710 lo"s than the appropriations 
for last year, and £67,743 less than the 
rcxpenditure for the same period . 
. The following are the principal vana­

hons:-

I Appropri-

-~---

Expendi- I Appr?pria--- tion, tu re tlOn 
1~28-29. 1028-29. 192\1-30. --------------

I 

-----
I £ £ £ 

State Enterpri~es 822,379 91i3,284 249,74 7 
Unemployment 425,532 439,171 426.980 

Insurance 
Public Cnrator n3,1R7 60,871 80,2~7 
Central Sugar 1,075,000 970,641 I 1,003,490 

Mills 
Harbour Dues .. 129,767 lH, 745 166,407 
State Insurance 1 8Pl,283 883,423 978.979 

Offire 
Office i Forestrv 423,000 300,408 330,000 

Chillagoe Smelt- i 3,000 3,234 226,615 
ers i 

State coalmine• i 215,700 18.8,200 216,000 
Mail! ~oads Com-J 1,017,249 089,911 1,070,~80 

IDISSIOll l 

Hon. W. H. BaTnes.] 
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State Enter]Jri . .;cs.-Thc figures given for 
(•Xp8ndituro last year include raibvay 
refreshn1ent-roon1s, v:hich arc provided for 
this year under the heading " Dc•!)'trtmont 
of Raihvays." The trans;1ctions in connec­
tion with these L•ntcrprises will be reduced 
this year, owing to the sale of the butcher 
tbops, cannery, and produce ag0ncy, and 
the transf,:r of the refreshmer\t-rooms to 
the Railw:ty Department. Provisio", how­
ever, is still ncce.o;<::ary for expcnse'3 oo 
£~crount of Stnte stations, a:: it is u:1ccdnin 
when thc~e \vi1l be fi_nPJly di-;po:;;ell of. 

Unelnplcyrn,:nt lnsurancc.-It is antiri­
rated that. O\Ying to thu rednction whjch 
will be effPctcr:l in unen1ploynHmt, thr: clail ts 
on this fund wil1 not bo 80 hcaYv us tht>v 
\YCre last year. .. ~ 

P11blic Cumtor.-£13.000 is provided on 
account of the co:::.t of a building to be 
t•rccted on the cite recet:tly occupied b, 
the ~~onnal School. 

Harbour D1!rs.-Provision in cxce3.s of last 
ye~r':::. expL'ndii urc is nec....:,s' .1-ry in order that 
rnaintenanc,J "'\vork for dtr: restoration of the 
depths in drf'd!?,"cd ch1.nw_•h: in tho BJ~isbane 
Hiver 1nay be actively continnetl, as it is 
very desirable that this ,-or!' be completed 
at the earlic't po"sibic date. 

Stute lnwTantc Offir c.--£50,000-I want 
to emphasise this-is provided to meet esti­
mated outlay during: th~ year on a building 
to be necterl for this ofhce on the Normal 
School site. An additional £35,000 is 
required fot the payment of claims, which 
are expected to increase llS the result of the 
expanding bu;;iness of this ollice. 

Forestry 0/iice.--This appropriation covers 
the requirements of the State srcY, mills and 
activities in connection \Vith forestry and 
lumbering. Although the aprropriation is 
£93,000 ], . ., than last year's vctes, it is 
:C29,f.92 in excess of the actual expei1diture. 
.£25,000 ·of this excess is for expenses in con­
nection with contracts for the supply of 
hardwood. 

Chillayot SmPiters.-'I'he reopening of 
these smelters necessitatns provision for the 
payrncEt of wages, purchase of ores, and 
·working expenses. 

State Coalrnines.-As a result of the 
increased sah•s of the outp,\t. of tllese mines, 
an additional amount will have to be pro­
vid~d for wa~es and working expense,. 
£27,800 in excess of the previous years dis­
bursements is approprided for this purpose. 

Jiain Roads Cornmission.-£47,449 is pro­
Yided for permanent works on main and 
developmental roads, and £45.000 for main­
tenance in excess of last year's expenditure 
on these items. 

LoAN FuND. 
As I stated when referring to the Loan 

Council, the> Commonwealth and the States 
have been compelled to budget for very 
reduced expenditL<re from Loan Fund this 
year. At the meeting of the Council held 
during May, I submitted a programme con­
siderably in excess of last year's expenditure. 
It being realised at this meeting that it 
would not be possible to raise sufficient loan 
money to meet the total requirements of the 
Commom,·ealth and the States, reductions 
amounting in the aggregate to a large surn 
'Yern agrec·d up0n. A reduction of £150,000 
was agreed to by me, so far as Queensland 
was concerned. At the A'lgust meeting th-1 
ciJt'uJustilru•es already mentioned enforced a 

f 11 on. TV. H. Barnes. 

further all-round reduction of 20 per ceut .. 
,,-hich '\Yas unanin1ously a~rcccl to by th,3· 
members of the Council. This State's cxren. 
ditm·e will, comcqnC'nt!y, bn curtoiled to, 
approximately, £3,280,000. The total appro-
1 )riation. as sh0wn in the Estimates-in-C~1ief, 
amounh to :S3,3S5/·07, but this includes 
£75,000 for the Kyogle-South Brisbane 
Raih\·ay, which is not embraced in the State's 
lo~n pr:Jgramn1e, the neCl'Ssary funds being 
I'a1sed by the Commonwealth for the States. 
'l'his item has not preYiously been appro­
priated on the Estimates-in Chief. 

It \Yas the intention, and i-) still the d0sire, 
of the G.-overrJnHmt to spend loan money lo­
a greater extent than that to which we haYe 
been restricted bv the unfa vom·able financial 
fituation. I believe that there are ave1mes 
for :;ound i1westmcnt on reproductive work,; 
of a largC'r sum than that to w'hich we have 
been confmed, but the provisions of thl~ 
Financial A.grccmcnt, under which loan 
rai~ings n,n<l expenditure are detsrminccl, 
must bo observed.~ HowcYcr much the Com­
DlO!H\Tcalth auJ Lhe States might .c.h.siro to 
spend le. •,11 money, the indisputable fact. 
re:·n1ains that n1oncy is not procurable, at 
rn'cJont. on anythjng like favour,lb!e tcnns, 
and indications of a change for the better 
in th8 ('Xjsing conditions are I!ot reassuring. 
As illustrating the high cost of money, I 
would mcntio!l the recent is· ue in London 
of Commonwealth Treasury bills. These 
bjlls have a currency of oue year only, and 
\H'rc issued to rcljcvr> the imn1ediate ncces­
eities of the Commor, :!th and cl'rbin of 
the :St".te,, The int ,res I: cost exceeds 6 per 
cent .. '\Yhich i~ a very high rate. Queen~­
land is fod.un~te in thut \V8 do not require 
any of tbiJ money. Australia is not thG 
011ly countl'y t<l suffer in consequence of the 
financial stringency. Money raised by the 
is'llt' of lcnpcrial Treasury bilis about the 
Dan1e ti1ne as the recent Cotnmonwealth 
issue vvas rnorc co.,..t]y than uSual, a.nd the 
scarcitv of moncv in South Africa i8 
re.-.:ponSiblo for an~ lncrcasu of the discount 
rate of th<' Rcseryc Bank of South Afric:t 
to 6 per cent. The general impression for 
f:mn·: tin1c nast has been that the Bank of 
England ra.to is likely to be raised. Tho 
Australian Oauks have h-rico during the la.:;t 
three n1onths i11creas0d the raL_·s of exchange 
on remittances to London. All these fact-. 
arc the result of th<' scarcity of money, and 
"ccount for the high cost of raising funds 
by the issue of loans. Having all these cir­
cumstances in view, it cannot be disputed 
that th·, pl"oper and only course to follow is 
to conservn our Dre.sent cash balancu to the 
greatest poesible e-xtent, it bcir.g very 
doubtfu~ ,-:,en a favourable opportunity will 
arisu to enable i.l3 to obtain further funds on 
the Londun market. Unlike· some of th!5 
othe"" Staks, Qucen:,land is not in arrear 
\\'ith its loan raisings. and although I do not 
anticipate thar difiicillties will arise in this 
connection, it cannot be overlooked that the 
r-:roc('SS of overtaking th0sc arrears will not 
be an easy matter. 

The !,revision which has been made in the 
Estimates-in-Chief for the current year is 
£32.073 more than the actual outlay last 
year, irrespective of expenditure in connec­
tic:> with the Kyogle Re-ilway. I have 
<tlready explained that a limit has been 
imposed upon our actiYities by the un::mi­
mous decision of the mc,nbers of the Loan 
CounciL The Go'> ernment will exert its 
.. ~trn,.~L cndcfl\"Ours to expend the sum at our 
dis;10sal to the best possible advantage to 
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th•' State. Details of the proposed avenues 
of cxrenditure may be ascertained on refer· 
erkP ro the Estin1ates. 

COKCLC"SIOK. 

A careful rPvie•v of the public finances 
cau1ot fail to impre,,., one with the fact that 
during the last fourteen years such a thing 
as sane control of oxpenditnro has been 
entirG!y absent. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The TREAS UH.EH: Administrative and 
all othe'r costs haYo been allo,Yed to increas'-" 
beyond E'Jl reason. The en,Hmous expansion 
in tl11>0 charges Las i11ev-i ta bly resulted in 
tremendous increase in taxation. The ·weight 
of this burden is now so great that sorne 
relief to the taxpayer is essential. Ho,ve..-er 
much I might desire to easo the strain on 
busi:HC8S and industry gencrdly, the Gove·rn­
rnont·.'s hrrnds arc tied bv the condjtions 
which existed when they a'snmed office. 
Som~ time >vill be required in which to effect 
~ny change for the better. Economics have 
a!re".dv been effected, bu' there is much to 
be dorle along these linE's before any marked 
improyement c«n be accomplished. The 
wholo syst{?lll of expenditure nc0ds revising, 
because is is onlv bs curtailment in thi,; 
direction that relief cim be obtained. 

The sum required to n1cct the salaries and 
\vagcs of public servants is a Yery largo ite1n 
in the cost of government, and the annual 
jucremcnt-. nrovidccl for bv awards constitute 
an ever-in~reasing charge on the public 
funds. I do not wish it to be inferred that 
I have any objection to a systern which pro­
Yide-,;; adequate ren1unc-ra tjon in return for 
services rendered, but I must sr~y that -yr}u:n 
a Treasurer ib confronted vrith a dimini·"hing 
,.:;yenue, and at the same time i.: expected tu 
ftnd frmds to meet expanding outla::, the fl:cct 
that a la·rge sun1 is required for increases to 
~3.laries and \v<·~g0s i3 cmbarra~~ing. :;\1oro 
particular]~, is this so at a time like the 
prest'nt, when so many persons are seeking 
employment. No exception must be taken, 
ther~:."~Or·e, when I state-and I \Ytnt to 
Plllphasiso that the Governrr,~'nt is prepared 
to abide by existing .1,-..varcis and give 
inc-reases that are automatic-that while the 
Gon-rnment is prepared to abide by existing 
a\vards, no concessions not provided for in 
a\vards \Vill be granted, and Yariations in 
clasJification~. inyolving additional emolu­
mcnh, will bo permitted only in very excep· 
tional circumstances. 

It would be right for me now to say that 
there a·ro manv difficulties !ving ahead of 
the Govcrnmoi1t. Amongst, other things 
there is tho fact that the decline in the price 
of wool-ono of our staple industries which 
has suffered considerabh· as a result of the 
clry conditions prevailirlg in son10 parts of 
Queensland, and received a further set-back 
as tho outcome of low0r prices-will, unfor­
tunately, seriously affect the returns from 
income tax. In anv case it will be seen that 
it is anticipated that the revenue from this 
s•,urcc during 1929-30 will not be as high as 
last year. 

lt may also be thought that infl uencf's are 
at work affecting the p:reat sugar industry. 
so far as that portion of the produd which 
has to be exported is concerned, for fear has 
bePn expressed that the export price of sugar 
may bP affected as a result of recent GoYcm­
ment changes in the old country. I believe. 
howen;r, that it does not matter \Yhat Go-

Yf-'rnnlellt n1ay occupy office in Britain every 
effort will iJe mad1: by those in autho'rity to 
assist the Dominions by ad.nitting their pro­
dr:cb upon the most favourable torrno. I 
haye no doubt that every citizen-regardless 
of his political convictions-trusts that this 
policy will be continued. 

The quantit::· of raw sugar purchaspd b:v 
the Sugar Board during the 1928 season \Va·, 

522,582 tone. of which 186,703 tons were 
exported. T'he proportions of the crop 
required for Ailstralian l!SO and for exnort 
>vere 64.2809 per cent. and 35.7191 pN c ~nt., 
rcspcetively. r_rhe averag8 price dcclrrrc:d for 
the export. sugH was £10 10s. per ton f.o.b. 
for 94 net titre. In rc2pect of the Au 'l.ralian 
portion of the output, in addition to the 
pric~ of £26 per ton spccifi~d in the prorla­
rnatiunJ thf' Sugar Board declared a further 
payment of 13c. 6d. per ton. The average 
price for the <\hole output was £20 1'7s. lld. 
per ton 94 net titre, a dc{?rease of £1 2s. Sd. 
per t.on on the r£·turn for the previous season. 

Consequent on the reYis0d scale of British 
sugar duties which came into forc0 on 1st 
l\1ay, 1928, it was found nece;;;sary to Inann­
facture sugar of a slightly lov, er stand11rd 
than had bocn the practice in Queensland in 
recent years, in order to escape the penalty 
of over £1 per ton by way of extra duty on 
sugar polarising oYer 99 dcgrt~es. The initial 
dilficulties associated with the change were 
satisfactorily oycrcome by the mills, and on 
arri.-al in Britain only a small portion of 
one shipment wat3 found to ha Ye exc;~edcd 
the st<ondarcl. Th8 production for thP 1929 
ceason i~ es6n1atcd, on present advjCf':", at 
515,000 tons. including 21.000 tons in :\'cw 
South vYalc,<. The amount rec.•rved out of 
la.st season's production to n1ec-t Australian 
require'11ents was found to be in f':S:"Cf~ of the 
de1nand, due to an unexpected falling-off in 
con~nmption. 'rhc a1nount to be pr<ri;ided 
for home consumption cut of the 1929 Cl'on 
has) ronseqnrntly, been rcdu.c(:;d, and th'o 
exportable ~u·rp1us is expected to amount to 
190,000 tons. 

The dt:v weather in some portions uf the 
Stnte is still causing anxiety, because of the 
phvsical and financial strain whi,·h it lavs 
urOn those wbo arc engaged in industry? ai;d 
who ar~ assisting in the building-up of 
Que,"nsland in those parts. I fear that many 
people in this State fail to fully recogni"' 
how much wo owe to those who arc w 
engaged, and rnay I say-e·,~rerially to the 
\Yomen, \Yho in those places; and oft0n under~ 
most adverse conditions, bra,ely a'':sist thei1· 
husbands in their work-that I sincerek trust 
that a merciful Providence may sup])ly the 
necessary rain and grant the reli0f fbat 1:{ 
so nnwh requir('d in 111any parts of QuePHs­
land. 

HOKOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear. hear! 

The TREASL'RER: Whilst I ha Ye reL rred 
to son10 things \Yhich are causing anxiety, 
and will continue to do so 'mtil a chan,:e 
takes place, I wish aLso, on the other hand. 
to draw attention to the feet that the pros· 
pects arc good in connection with sorrle of 
the other leadinr; indusb·ies of our State. 

The prosrwcts of the wlwat crop. espec 'Rll:V 
on the Downs. appear to be good, and may 
the farmers of Queensland who arP c•ngagecl 
in this industrv bo rewarded for their hl ·)Llrs 

by a good ret;Irn ! 
HOKOl'RABLE ME:NIBERS: Hear, hear! 

Tho TH.EASL'RER: Cattle. fortm.ah'lv 
are also improYing in price. and the outlook 

Hon. lV. H. Barncs.] 
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with reg·ard to the market for meat is good. 
l trust that the improvem<?nt ma·· Le a set-off 
aga.iust the decline in the price of wool, 
nud whilst assisting the indn~try, al&o assist 
the Governmc•nt by incu~ascd revenue. 

The dairying i11dustry i~ satisfartor,v. and 
those engaged in farming pursuitc, I think, 
on the whole, are doing wdl. It ; ill not be 
out of place for me at this time to remind 
the country of the men who in the early 
'tages of this industry educated our people 
by pointing out to them the value of dairy­
ing to Qucr-nslanJ. 'rho State ov"CS 1nuch to 
1hem, and certainly much to tho·c who ha,-e 
been, and v.-ho a.ro no\·:. engaged in this and 
;;;in1ilar i11dn~tries, and \vho la rgc1y ns a 
result of co-operation ha Ye made their Yarious 
undertakings such ::t succ:oss. 

At ono tir!;lC it vi-aS thougl1t that it v·ould be 
in1l)Os:;:iblo to produce such things as butter 
n nd cheese in Quccndand. The ans\YCr to 
those who thought so is Yet-y complete, as 
those comnlodides arc no\v amonggt our 
principal exports. From these sources it is 
hoped that increa>ed re,-enue may COih2. 

It is fitting n,bo that I should make refer­
f'11CP to son1o of our other industries, one of 
which is the production of fruit. At one 
time the general oprnion ·.,·as that to grow 
fruit in Queensland was ahuo-;t an ilnpos­
sibilit.v, ot in any case that a cert::.in class 
-of fruit could not be grown here. Is it not 
wonderful what can be done? \Vithout 
enu1nerating the various rlassc~ of fruit pro­
duced, let me say that there is scarcely a 
-class known that cannot be supplied by us. 
anrl I feel sure that fruitgrowing will matcri­
all,v assist us in the days to come>. 

[6 p.m.] 
Another industry which is expanding, and 

,_-ill continue to do so, is the egg industry. 
It has grow11 wonderfully during the last 
few years, and especially has th,, exportation 
of cgg·s-as a rc:::-ult of greater production­
increased to a particularly large eYtcm. 

I believe also that the higher price now 
l1eing obt \ined for cattle-to which I haw 
already made reference-together with a 
bdt.cr demand for them, will result in more 
satisfactory prices being secured for poultry, 
and nroducers should comidcr the ""isdom of 
brerdin'l' a class of fowl which will be cuit­
able for table purposes. Alreadv there are 
indications that steps will be taken to export 
poulrry, and thus Lrivg Queensland into 
promlnenf'e in regard to this particular line. 

It is import.1nt that we should make one 
of our slogans " Export n1ore anrl i1nport 
~css,'' ~nd by so doing as3ist to bring n1one-~· 
mto tlus country for dm·clopmental purpose". 

I hope that it maY be possible b,· scientific 
methods to enable some of the poorer lancb 
adjacent to th,-· r1ilwav. and ('Y('n tho-,e 
1War:,r to onr eities, to bC' made 1norc profit­
able by those '!'cane. Our duty is to fill up 
the spaces, for It Is to be r< ::i"'"tt0cl that tJLiite 
a larg_e q~anhty of our land i:- at prc•scnt 
l!llproduchYc. 

I~bero an~ son1e matters of irnportance of 
v·luch we should remind ourseln~s at thi:-3 
time, and one of them is that efforts sho~tld 
be Ltade to increase our 1nanufacturcs. \Ye 
haYc not progrc~c;ed, so far as our secondary 
industries are concerned, as \Ye ·,hould lun·8 
done. Another slogan shou1d be " Bnv 
Queenelancl-manufactured goods." and failing· 
to obtain those WP should then purchaec 
Australian- or British-1nanufacture·d §s·oods in 
that order of preference. 

[Hon. TIT. H. Barnes. 

It i; well to remember that we have a great 
countrY, and difficulties which may be 
experienced should not cause us to lose con­
Edencc. There arc wonderful opportunities 
ahead. and wbilst that is so, let us learn 
the lesson of self-help. If we do so, the 
present financial position, which certainly 
causes n1uch anxiety, may proYc a blessing 
i:1 disguise. 

I think I a1n right in stating that, apart 
from the financial strain. ihe load carried 
bv the taxpayer is so great thl1t, unless 
n:oncy eau be obtained and u:::;cd for works 
that ·Hl'' rr-prodnctivc, not 1nuch good will 
follow the spending of a large sum of 
Lnrro-vred n1rmev. I think, therefore, we 
n1..nst s \~ to it that loan money is only ~pent 
o!l a '·snred rt>productive works. 

Befor0 closing I wish to draw the attention 
of the Committee to the mistakes of the 
pa,t. more particularly in connection with 
the practice which has been pursued in the 
spending· of borrowed money and the methods 
~'-dopted in some cases~to \Yhich reference 
has already been 1nade---in crediting Revenue 
Account from c>ith0.r Loan or Trmt Funds. 
I aho feel that the attention of ihc public 
should b" drawn to this, and that a summary 
of rfc.rtain expt'nditure tr€'ated in this way 
should be placNl before them. This I am 
doing in a conci8e manner, notw·ithstanding 
that preYiou~. reference has been made to 
this class of expenditure. 

Amounts have been written-off certarn 
State trading concerns and funded in Loan 
Account, as follows :-

State-; enterprises .. 
Chillagoe State smelters . . . . 
Sb::tte coalmines, exclusive of £39,154 

\'\Titten off frmn revenue 

£ 
ROS,R2R 
281,822 
219,031 

Total .. £] ,309,681 

These sums do not comprise the whole of 
the losses written off. 

Of the sum of £808,828 written off State 
enterprises. £505,314 repreEents interest 
debited to State Stations Trust '"ccount and 
credited to Consolidate-d Re,-enue Fund. 
Chillagoe St'ate smelters and State coalmines 
have been charged with interest in a similar 
manner, but to a more limited exteni. 

It is evident that the bulk of the following 
canital and trading losses at 30th June, 1929, 
wi'll ha. c to be written off:-

Chillaf..::oe State s1nelters 
IrYinebank State treatnwnt works 
State coallnines . . . . . . 
~tate enterprises. including Hamilton 

cold stores · 

£ 
928,306 

00,462 
373,890 

2,096,131 

Total.. .. £3,453,789 

The imleotcdnc" of the variouo State trad­
i!1g concerns at 30th June, 1929, includi11g 
anHHlnts written off, v, as slightly over 
£5,000.000. The ann~1al interest cost of t'his 
oum at 5~ per cent. IS £275,000. 

It "·ill. l think, be conceded that in ,-iew 
of thr' aforomentioncd facts, the policy of the 
Governmem in abandoning Shte enterpriset 
wn-_; quite justified, as n1any of thon1. have 
been dis~-tsrrou.s to the country. 

The Go.-ernmont does not intend, at 
prrscnt. to rai.sc additional taxation in order 
ro meet the dPftcit on the 30th June last, or 
the estimated deficit for the current' financial 
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year. It is confidently expected that the 
anticipated , hortage in the Revenue Account 
this year will be considerably reduced, if not 
entirely eliminated, by a campaign of 
economy. An organised and sustained pffort 
will be made to reduce expenditure. Obvi­
ously the growth of fourteen years cannot 
be arrested at once. The policy of ecol!o­
mising will be continued to the utmost limit, 
short of impairing efficiency, but it is impos­
sible to state, at present, the extent to which 
the cost of the ~cveral ~l'rYicc::; is capable 
of b0ing reduced. The desired result will be 
accomplishocl only by gradual and wdl-con­
sidered means. Undoubtedlv there is a 
fruitful field for operations in 'this direction. 

I will conclude by expressing the earnest 
hope that the seasons generally may be good, 
that marketB mav continue to be sati .br­
tory, and that under the blessing of Provi­
dence the year upon which we have enterc>d 
will be a particularly good one. 

J\1r. Roberts, I move-
" That there be granted to His Majesty, 

for the service of the year 1929-30, the 
sum of £300 to defray the salary of the 
Aide-de-Camp to His Excellency rbe 
Governor." 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported progress. 

Resumption of Committee made an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

The Hoqse a<:ljourned at 6.10 p.m. 
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