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WEDNESDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER, 1929. 

The SPE.\KER (Hon. C. Taylor, lVindsJr) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

QTJESTIOXS. 

DEMA~;D FOR CANF:CUTTERS AXD ROADWORKERS 
IN B URRl.::l! ELECTOR •,TE. 

~1r. HANLON (lthaca) asked the Secretary 
for Labour and InclustrT-

"1 . Has his attention" been called to 
the statement of the hon. member for 
Burrum in this Chamber that canecutters 
and r,Jad\vorkers were wanted in the 
E:._n·runl el('dorate? 

" 2. ·what steps is he taking to supply 
thi" alleged labour shortage?" 
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The SECRETARY FOH LABOUR A~D 
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sa dyatE) 
rEplied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. On inquiry I find that the state­

ment of the honourable memh•r for 
Bm·rum referred to the week preceding 
the date of his speech-that is to eay, 
the week ending 31st August. During 
that week there was, I understand. a 
demand for forty canecutters and fifty 
roadworkers from the Ghilders area 
which could uot be filled. Since that 
date the shortage has been overcome." 

STATISTICS JX RE COLLINS\'ILLE STATE 
CO.iL~liXE. 

Mr. COLLIKS (Bo' c>l) asked the Secretary 
for ::Uines-

" 1. \'i'hat was· the total capital expendi­
ture incurred in connection with the 
State coalmine, CollinsYille. since its 
inception up t'l 30th June, 1929? 

"2. \Vhat was the capitalisation of tho 
mine as 30th June, 1929? 

" 3. For err eh year endEd 30th June 
since inception up to and including the· 
year ended 30th June, 1929, what was­

(a) The production of coa.l: 
(b) The total cost of production cf 

coal raised, and the aYerng·e cost per 
ton: 

(c) The amount paid by the enter­
prise by way of interest to the Troa· 
sury; 

(d) The amount wri i ten off for 
depreciation; 

(,:) The amount paid in ro: altiec, to• 
the Mines Department; 

(f) The amount of profits?" 

The SECRET.'"RY FOR MIKES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe) replied-

" 1. £102,937 10s. 4d. 
" 2. £82,641 15s. lld. 
"3.-

... ---------.. - -----------c--------~ 

I (a) I (b) 

Period. i Pro- i Total Cost oi 
-------~ duction. Production. ' 

1·8-17 to 
30-9-22 

1·10·22 to 
30·6-23 

1-7-23 to 
30-6-24 

1·7-24 to 
30-6-25 

1-7-25 to 
30-6-26 

1·7-26 to 
30-6-27 

1·7-27 to 
30-6-28 

1-7-28 to 
30-6-29 

i ! 

' Tons. £ s. d. 

2,110 ' 

49,620 

74,866 

80,135 

119,785 

106,481 

From 
Development 
33,600 0 11 

61,600 17 4 

57,964 17 4 

84,119 11 4 

80,382 4 5 

114,802 79,191 7 0 

129,100 1 90,345 3 4 

I 
----·-----· ·-·----· 

Average 
Per Ton. 

8. d. 

1~ 1·6 

16 5·5 

14 5·6 

14 0·5 

15 1·2 

13 9·3 

I; ll·q 

KEW BOWEN JETTY AXD INDEBTED:T"S OF 
BOWEN HARBOUR BOARD. 

:\Ir. COLLI::\S (Be.,'. n) asked the Trea­
surer-

" 1. 'What was the total cost of erect­
ing and equipving the new jetty at 
Bowen? 

"2. \Vhat is the amount of the annual 
interest being charged by the Treasury 
to the Bowen Harbour Board in connec­
tion with the capitalisation mentioned 
in 1? 

"3. Has the Bowen Harbour Board 
met its obligations to the Treasury m 
this connection 9 

" 4. Has there been anv increase m 
trade to the port of Bmven since the 
completion of the new jetty. and "·hat 
is the est'imated amount of mch increased 
trade? " 

The TH.EASURER (Hon. \V. H. Barnes, 
lFynnum) repli~d--

" 1. A loan of £217.597 1 lld. was 
granted to the Bowen Ha1·bour Board. 

" 2. The annual instalment cf interest 
and redemption on the loan is £13,560 
5s. 8d. 

"3. ::\o. 

(c) (d) (e) (/) 
I Interest to '! Depreciation. Royalties. I Profits. 

Treasury. 

I 
£ 8. d. 

il 

£ 8. d.j £ 8. d. 

I 
£ 8. d. 

I 
I 
I 

7 I '1,022 2 3 1,024 5 5,489 18 & 

3,635 6 0 1,967 18 3 1,894 5 4 338 11 4 

4,061 12 7 1,966 0 0 2,016 4 1 8,141 14 2 

3,694 12 9 3,166 12 8 3,166 12 9 14,368 1 10 

2,836 9 1 2,765 9 5 2,754 16 1 6,079 14 6 

2,516 9 10 2,961 19 1 5,528 15 2 8,070 2 6 

2,250 13 10 3,227 10 1 16,455 0 2 4,718 17 10 

" 4. The revenue collected by the 
Bm..-,_·n Harbour Board from all source& 
during the years 1925 to 1928 was as 
follm,·s :-1925, £9,540 18s. lOci.; 1926, 
£11,723 7s. 5d.; 1927, £10,513 15s. 5d. ;. 
1928, £12,442 5s. 2d." 

PAPERS Df RE SLEIGH COAL CONTRACT. 

Mr. PEASE (Hcrbcrt) asked the Premier­
" 1. Did he send a telegram worded 

as follows to H. C. Sleigh, Sydney, on 
the 4th September:-

your letter has been sent on to 
Minister for :Ylines, who sees no reason 
for correction. Papers will be tabled 
in Parliament. 

(Signed) MooRE (Premier)? 
" 2. If so, when will the papers be 

tabled? " 

The PH.E:l\UER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
A.ubiyny) 1·cplied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. Honourable members have already 

been informed that the Sleigh agree­
ment and all correspondence and other 
papers relating thereto may be perused 
at the Department of Mines. The hon­
om·able rnemlwr for Bowen and other 
honourable members of the Opposition 
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h11ve taken advantage of that offer. If 
the honourable member desires special 
tre~ttmcnt in the matter, I shall be 
pleased to have the papers brought to 
Parliament House for his perusal to­
morrow afternoon.'' 

RAILWAY REVENUE AND EMPLOYEES, CAIRNS 
DISTRICT. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. What was the railway revenue in 
the Cairns district-(a.) 1927-28; (b) 1928-
29? 

" 2. What was the railway revenue, 
Cairns district, for the two months, July 
and August-(a) 1928-29; (b) 1929-30? 

"3. How many railway employees at 
Cairns have been placed on short time 
recently?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied-

" 1 (a) £301,275; (b) this information 
will appear in the Commissioner's annual 
report. 

"2. The information is not available, 
as railway revenue is only apportioned 
after the close of each financial year. 

"3. The information is be.ing 
obtained." 

GOVERNMENT POLICY IN RE UNE:VIPLOYMENT. 

Mr. HYNES (Townsville) asked the 
Premier-

" When does he propose to initiate 
promise No. 2, as made in his policy 
speech, 4th April, 1929, viz.:-' \Vork 
and wages in place of unemployment 
doles and demoralisation' ? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
A<tbigny) replied-

" In the near future." 

RAILWAY REVENUE, CENTRAL QUEENSLAND, AND 
EXPENDITURE ON NEW RAILWAY STATION, 
ROCKHAMPTON. 

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt) asked the Secre­
tary for Railways-

"1. ·what is the railwav revenue in 
Central Queensland Division for the two 
months, J~.<ly and August, in the years 
1928-29 and 1929-30, resptdively? 

" 2. The amount expended on the new 
railway station at Rockhampton, includ­
ing the railway refreshment-rooms? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, M<trilla) replied-

" 1. The information is not available, 
as railway revenue is only apportioned 
after the dose of each financial year. 

"2. £23,587." 

EMPLOYMENT FOR APPRENTICES IN RAILWAY 
DEPARTMENT. 

~1r. DASH (Munrlingb<trra) asked the 
Premier-

" In view of the election poster he 
issued, 'Give the boy a chance,' does he 
not consider it his duty to see that the 
199 railway apprentices who passed then 
examination in May last are placed in 
employment? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Mcore, 
A<tb'ign'!) replied-

'"The only election posters or pamphlets 
of the nature indicated in the honour· 
able :ncmbcr's question of which I have 
knowledge. stated ' He can't get a job; 
change the Government ' and ' Safe­
guard your child's future.' As a result 
of their bitter experience of the condi­
tions brought about by the late Govern­
ment, the electors very wisely decided 
to a·dopt those suggestions." 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

table, and ordered to be printed:-
Ninth report on the creation, inscription, 

and issue of Government inscribed 
stock. 

Forty-fifth report on the creation, 
inscription, and issue of stock. 

Renort of the Department of Harbours 
- and Marine for the year ended 30th 

June, 192fJ. 
Twentieth annual report of the Manager 

of the State Advances Corporation 
(Workers' Dwellings and Workers' 
Homes). 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 
(Mr, Rob, rts, East Toowoomba, in the chair.} 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barncs, 
W11nn11m): I beg to move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Workers' Com­
pensation Acts, 1916 to 1926, in certain 
particulars.'' 

~'his is primarily a machinery Bill, and deals 
with some matters which will be of very 
great assistance in the administration of the 
Act. It will be a pleasure to those listening 
to me to know that the primary object of 
this amending Bill is to raise the amount of 
compensation payable to the basic wage. The 
Bill is another evidence of the desire of 
the Government to carry out a promise 1.hat 
they distinc·tly made that this would be done. 
The Government are particularly anxious that 
their promises should be carried out, and, 
what is more, they are going to see t~at 
they are carried out. Hon. members opposite 
have been a little dubious about what we 
are going to do. This is but another evidence 
as to what the Government intend to do. 

Mr. PEASE: You know that 199 apprentices 
are waiting for jobs. 

The 'rREAS URER : Tbey waited for 
nearly fourteen years for. a job when the 
hon. member's party was m power. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The TREASURER : I am sorry to diverge 

from the rules of debate, but it is a great 
temptation to reply to such interjections. 

Mr. KIRWAN: It was a temptation yester­
day, but you did not take advantage of it. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
'rhe TREASURER: w~ purpose carrying 

out another of the promises we made. \V e 
are going to raise to the basic wage the com­
pensation payable to an injured worker where 
there are three children in the family. 

:Mr. FOLEY: What is it going to cost? 

Hon. TV. H. Barnes.] 
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The TREASURER: That has alwavs been 
Lho re:-1 _ Jn v:hy the poor worker h~s been 
left stranded by the other side. I do not 
think. at this stage, that the Chairman will 
allow me to follow that any further. The 
Bill ,,,ill also mako provi",ion that, where 
seamen receive l_, ages undE.,r the ~avigation 
Act, they shall not rece-ive cornpensation 
under this Act. One of the other principles 
which it contains is provision for reciprocity 
between not onlv all those vcho arc resident 
within the Domi,tions but all who are outside 
the Dominions. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Jfackny): The 
Treasurer. when introducing the Bill, as far 
as I could follow him, having regard to 
the extraneous matter he endeavoured to 
introduce, stateJ that it was proposed under 
this Bill to provide the basic wage for an 
injured worker who had a wife and three 
children. I take it that is the proposal in 
the Bill. I would like to know from the 
Treasurer whether it is proposed to increase 
the amount payable to single men and other 
workers who may be injured in the course of 
their employment, and who come within the 
scope of the Act? 

He stated that the party he represents 
was out to see that they carried out their 
election pledges. I hope that indicates a 
change of heart, at least on the part of the 
Treasurer, and that in th0 future he will, as 
far as possible, carry out his pledges. So 
far as the ordinary layman can judge, there 
was no mention in the p1·e-election nromises 
of the Government about a man with a wife 
and three children; the definite pledge was 
that an injured worker would receive the 
basic wage. 

At the present time single men receive a 
certain amount per week by way of com­
pensation, having regard to the nature and 
the permanency or otherwise of their dis­
ablement. By an amending measure passed 
in the last Parliament a married man with 
six children could get up to the basic wage. an 
increased allowance of Ss. for each dependent 
child being paid. If I understood the 
TreasurPr correctly, the proposal in the 
Bill now under consideration is a proposi­
tion that was under consideration on a 
previous occasion. Instefld, how0voY, of pay­
ing Ss. per week up to a mflximum of six 
<'hildren. it is now proposed to pay 10s. 
per week for thr<'P children. with a maximum 
payment of the basic wage; so that. in the 
case of married people with more than threF\ 
children, the position will be as it is, whilst 
for the injured worker with three or fewer 
children there will b" an incrpasG of Ss. per 
d<'nendPnt child. The m",tter was investi· 
g.atc>rl b" the previous Government. and, 
speaking from memory, it was estimated that 
the proposal now contained in the Minister's 
Bill would cost the State approximately 
£3.000 p0r annum extra. That may be an 
improvement on the existing Act, but it 
certainly falls YNY far short of the election 
promise to vive the full basic wage-not to 
a section of injured workers, but to all 
injured workers. I should like to know from 
the Treasnrer whether it is proposed to 
raise the scherlnk of rates for men who do 
Y•Ot come within the scope of the Bill that 
ho h•s ontlin"d; in other v.-ords, whilst it 
i" quite clear that a man with three dependent 
children can receive a maximum payment 
of £4 5s. per WPek, what is the position in 
regard to that other section of the corn· 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

munitv who are not so bleueJ in their 
family relations? 

The information I desire is whether it is 
proposed to increase proportionately the com· 
pens"ltion to other injured workers who con1e 
withia the ambil of the Act. Whilst the 
Treasurer 1nay preen hin1self. on carryi;ltr 
out hie pledges, the gen~ral YJe\v taken L1y 
the electors of the pledge made 111 ihu con­
nection was to the effect that all injured 
\Vorkers \Yonlcl rcct~ivo the basic w·agc. 

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Ifforgan): Whilst 
I am very ploa,ed to haYe this miscraulo 
crumb of comfort-~ 

The TREAS'CRER: You are sorry! (Laughter.) 

Mr. STOPFORD: I am not a bit sorry. 
My regret is that .the Gc;verrnnont are JO!Ot 
o-oing to fulfil in 1ts entuety that elcctwn 
promise which stated, "We intend to make 
the basic wage our standard of comr~ensa· 
tion." v~·ithout any rcservat1ons. whaucver. 
While the Treasurer "·as . appcalmg to the 
community at largo, he lmd 1t down c)early 
that the basis of compensation would be the 
basic wage. Xo resC'Fvation: \Vere ma~t~ as 
to the number of ch1ldren m the filmlly. 

The TREASCBER. How many times did you 
hear me? 

:Mr. STOP FORD: When I refer to th~ 
hon. gentleman I mean the Goyernment, o 
course, because the 'l1reasurer. rs really! the 
Governmod so far as !he BJ!l now bbore 
the Committee is concerned. . 

I am pleased to think that we are gettmg 
this measure from the Gov~rnment, but, .to 
mv mind it is not fulfillmg the prormse 
upon whi~h they wer~ returned to power. 
Knowino- the harclsh1ps that w~uld ~e 
iU:volvecf b,· charging higher prem:ums 111 
connection with workers' compensatw;n, the 
late Government refrained from any :wmdow­
dressing and issued a clear, defimte, and 
honest policy. But, from what I have re~d. 
hon. members opposite c.ame forward w.1th 
the promise that the bas1s of compensa twn 
would be the basic wage of £4 5s. per week 
without an:,. rese~'vations :vhateyer .. To-,daye 
reservations are mcluded m th1s B1ll. J;h 
Government may think that, by spreadmg 
the charo-e over other denartments of the 
St~te. In;urance Office or by othe_r methods 
0 [ insurance, they will be able to .g1ve g:eater 
benefits in workers' compensatwn w1thout 
increasing the pre.minms. What bene.fits 
ar>; thov giving? I think the Leader of the 
Opposifion said that the <;xtra cost .would 
amount to £3.000. There 1s a very Impor­
tant part of workers' compensation that .I 
was hopeful would be amended when thrs 
Bill vvas introduced. The late Gove:·nm~nt 
appointed "" Royal Commission to mqmre 
into the mining industry. Hon. members 
opposite haye. freguently r<:ferred ~o the fact 
that the rmmng: mdustry 1s carrymg:. a very 
heavy burden in the "ay of tax".t10n and 
other restrictions. 

The PRDIIER: Every industry is. 

Mr. STOPFORD : The mining industry is 
languishing. and the Gover_nm-:nt claim that 
they are going to re-establish 1t. 

The PRE1IlER: Don't you want us to wait 
for the report of the Royal Commission that 
your Government appointed? 

Mr. STOPFORD: I <to: I believe one 
of the most beneficial and humane Acts ever 
passed by this Parliament was the Workers' 
Compensation Act-I refer particularly to 
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~he sections dealing with industrial diseases. 
'Those sections impose a lin1itation on the 
benefits conferred on the injured worker, 

.r•.li hough the injured worker is just as much a 
victim of his employment as the man who is 
injured in a swift and sudden manner. The 
Gm ermnont passed the industrial diseases 
·sections of the present Act, believing that 
it ,;as something in the nature of an experi­
rn<'nt. and I believe that the Mining Com­
mission, when it does report, will report that 
that is ono of the greatest burdens the 
mining industry has to carry. However, 
that does not lessen the value of that particu­
lar compensation or the justice of it. The 
mining industry is an illustration of how 
·industries are interlaced. \Vhen Mount 
Mm·gan was closed down, it was e'timated 
hy people competent to judge, that 16,000 
people wcr" affected, although only 1 400 
were. directly concerned in the productive 
Yvorkmg of the· mine itself. In view of the 
·interlacing of modern industries, this burden 
specially placed on the mining industry 
should be spread over the general scheme 
of workers' compensation. 

[3 p.m.] 

The TREASl:RER: What are you referring to 
primarily-miner's phthisis' 

Mr. STOPFORD : Yes. 
The TREASURER: You know that money for 

that purpose has been voted every year. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I know that; but that 
is not the point. The benefit under the Act 
is limited to £1 per week, and the full 
'benefit to a man, his wife, and familv is 
£2 10s. As the Government are amending 
the Act, if separating the funds with regard 
to compensation will enable them to give 
'benefits without correspondingly increasing 
the premiums, I trust that will be done. 
I do not want to delay the Bill, and I would 
not speak now were it not for the fact that 
I shall be absent when the second reading 
comes 011. If the mining report-as I think 
i ~ ·will-point' to this as one of the burdens 
the mining ind11stry is carrying, I hope the 
·Gov-ernment will carefully consider the bring­
ing oi this particular form of compensation 
under the general scheme. 

To pursue my argument, I claim that the 
interlacing of industries to-day makes it 
imperative that there should be a common 
·~urden on industry. Take, for instance, an 
mdustry where no accidents occur. How 
will it be affected? Large industrial con­
cerns-the railways, engineering shops, the 
coal mining industry, stores, and merchants 
-all arc affected, showing clearly that the 
decline of the mining industry has an effect 
on the whole industrial life of the com­

·munity. That cannot be ignored. Yet this 
section of people, who are jnst as much the 
victims of their employment as any others. 
ac·e penalised under our workers' compensa~ 
tion laws by having to receive a lesser 
amount than a man who is injured in a 
speedy _manner and swept to his death quickly 
and pamlessly. 

I do not want to make a speech at this 
stage; but, as I shall be absent at a later 
£tage of the Bill, I desire to draw the atten­
tion of the Treasurer to what I think is a 
burden on the industry. When this },et came 
into force, Mount Morgan was the only large 
mining company operating. The men had 
then gone fl·om Charters Towers and Gympie, 
where huge dividends were paid; but the 
=ines had ceased to exist. The result was 

that the "fount :Morgan mine had to carry 
the burden of this compensation for mining 
fields which created the disease amongst the 
men who eventi1ally came to Il1ount :\Iorgan. 
Now that l\Iount I\Iorga.n has gone back and 
}fount' Isa is springing up, I can foresee 
that Mount Isa will be asked to carry the 
burden of the men who are affiicted with 
this disease who previously worked at 11ount 
}Jorgan. Gympie, Charters Towers, or any­
\vhere else, because C\Jmpensation is based 
upon the wages sheet of the companies. I 
would not like to delay the passage of the 
measure in the least ; but, if my prophesy is 
right. and the Mining Commission's report 
will indicate this as one of the burdens of 
taxation-a necessary one. I say-at present 
placed on the mining industry, then at some 
early ~Lcte we shall at least see some measure 
of justice clone to these workers. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIR}IA:<r reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
Resolution agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 

Wynnurn) presented the Bill, and moved-
,, That the Bill be now read a first 

tirne." 

Question put and passed. 
Second reading of the Bill made an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow. 

OFFICIAL IKQUIRIES EVIDENCE ACT 
A:J.fENDME='!T BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The ATTOR='!EY-GEKERAL (Hon. N. F. 
:\facgroarty. South JJri.sbnne): I have 
already had something to say on this Bill 
on the initiatory stages. but I repeat that 
there is nothing novel about it. It is based 
entirelv on the same principles practically as 
those contained in the Royal Commissions 
Act of 1902 of the Commonwealth Parliament, 
as amended by the Act of 1912. 

In that connection, I would like to call 
the attention of hon. members opposite to 
the words used bv the then Attornev-General 
of the Commoiiwcalth, Mr. Hughes, as 
reported on page 1187 of the Commonwealth 
" Hansard " for 1912-

" The power of the Crown to issue 
inquirv is inherent in it, and does not 
differ 'from that possessed by a private 
individual. The Crown can inquire 
into any matter, whether it be of t~e 
public interest or not, the scope of 1ts 
inquiry being limited only ~o the extent 
that it must not interfere w1th the course 
of justice. and that it must not do any­
thing unlawful. 

"Apart from the statute bw, however, 
the Crown has no power to compel the 
attendance of witnesses. It is the cus­
tom of this countrv to have a, general 
statute dealing with commissions of 
inouirv and with the powers conferred 
bv • th~t statute every commission that is 
appointed is clothed. 

The existing Act of 1912 
has proved, not only in the recent 
inquiry but in others, unsatisfactor;:. 
Our most recent experience shows that 1t 

Hon. N. P. 111acgroarty.] 
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is imperative that there should be an 
arnendn1cnt of the law. As tirne goes on 
the right of the Crown to inquire becomes 
rnore and more important. The Crown 
is now inquiring into " subject-matter 
that involves the expenditure of very 
Ja.rge sums of money . . . yet \Ye 
have found that, in spite of the Crown 
d~siring this information, notwithstand­
ing the Legislature is anxiously awaiting 
the report of the inquiry, the commission 
is flouted and the whole machinerv of 
Government ,rendered impotent by' the 
.action of certain persons whose interests 
arc invoived. . . . That the present 
law must be amended is clear. and the 
an1endn1ents must be effe: tive." 

::'.Ir. IV. FORGAX S:lliTH: The inquiry he 
was dealing with then "as the 1911 sugar 
inquiry? 

The ATTORNEY-GE)JF:RAL: I think it 
was. This Act is on all-fours with thE' 1912 
CommonWt':tlth Art. In 1917 the South 
Australian Parliament paosed an Act on the 
same lines as the Commonwealth Act, and 
on the same lines as 'v·e are adopting no\v, 
so that we have those two prc' edents to sup­
port uc. 

I am su,re that hon. members of the Oppo­
sition will agree that. if there is to be an 
inquiry-and I repeat that from time to time 
inquiries are necessary-that inquiry ~hould 
be complete in eyrry \Yay. 

I shall endeavour to outline clearly the 
material provisions of the Bill. Section 5 
of the principal Act sets out that, if a 
person served with a summons fails without 
reasonable excuse to attend a commission, 
he is liable to a penalty. It is proposed 
under the Bill to insert a definition of what 
is a " reasonable excu~e." It \vill be a 
reasonable excuse if an excuse in relation to 
a.nv act or omi,,.sion bv a ·witness or a person 
suffin1oned as a witnc"ss before a lOn1n1ission 
would cxrtu:.e an act or ornission of a 
si111ilar nature by a "\Yitness or a per,on sun1-
Dl011cd as ,rL witness before a court of law. 
That follows the Commomq 2Ith Act. and it is 
fair enough. r:rhc tern1 11 rcasonablC excuse:' 
,..,-a·, a rather vague one; nnd ::\.Ir. 1Iughf-''", 
:'II.H.R. when holdin,;; t-he position of 
Prime ~\Iinister of tho Conlll10l1\Yl'~llth. n1ad(~ 
'ome reference to exc·,ses that might be 
tern1ed ridiculous excuses. Hf~ iu:;:tancecl 
that a witness 1night refuse to giYe c·Yidence 
or appt.'3X before a comrqission until a mem~ 
bcr of the commission had apologised for 
something thftt was said. \Yho \Yas to say 
what W<lS a rea~onable cxcn::-;c? It. i~ thP. 
intention of tho Bill to make that 1;erfedly 
clear. 

The principal Act gives 1}(1"·er to the com­
n1ission to send for a 'Yitncss to produce any 
matter material to the subiect-P1arter of 
the inquir>. Here again th~ Act is very 
vague. \Vho was to dc,,:idc wh lt was 
muterial to the subject matter of the 
inquiry? There \Vas the likelihood of a 
dispute arising as to 'Yhat 'Yas or was not 
n1aterial. 'rhosc words will be 01nitted fl·orn 
the prc'ent Act, and there will be mbstituted 
power to the commission to send for a wit­
ness and for documents which he is required 
by summot1s to produce. There will be no 
1nistaking what a witm ss will be required 
to produce. He will be required to produce 
c,ortain things, whether they are 111aterial or 
not. The Bill aho provides:-

"Provided that it shrrll be a defence 
to a prosecution under this subsection 

[Hon. N. F. lflacg1·ocwty. 

for failing without reasonable excuse to, 
produce any documents, books, or writ­
ings if the defendant proves that the 
documents, books, (Jr \Vritings '\vere not· 
rolcva11t t.o the inquiry.'' 

In othe1· \vorch, the onus will be upon the 
witness to prove that such things are not 
relevant to the inquiry. It will be left to 
the commission to dc•~cide whether such· 
matters are relevant or irrelevant to the 
inquiry. It is proposed to omit the follow­
ing words from subsection (2) of sechon, 
5:-

" Provided th11t no such person shall 
be compelled to answer any question 
tending to ineriminate him." 

No such nrovision is contained in the Com­
monwealth Act. The matter is referred to• 
later on, but it is omitted from that portion 
of the Act. The Bill also contains this 
provision:-

" Everv vvitness who has been su1n~ 
maned to attend a commission &hall 
appear and report himself from day to 
daY unl<>ss excused bY the president or 
chairman of ihe comn1ission or until he· 
is released from further attendance by 
the president or chairman of the com­
mission." 

That provision is reasonable. If a witne5s 
has to attend, then the commission should. 
haYe power to decide whether he shall' 
remain in attendance or whether he is free 
to go. 

Powf'r i~ a.Iso given to arrest a witness 
for failure to appear, and a policeman can 
execute a warrant apJ"'ehcnding the de­
faulter; bnt the witness shall not be freed· 
from any liability by reason of his no.J-com­
pliance with the summons. In other words, 
he will still be subject to a. penalty. 

It is further provided that acts or omis­
sions on different davs shall constitute scpar­
vto offences. A witnr's will not be compelled 
to disclose any ~ccret process of Inanufac­
ture. 

The Bill also provides this:-
" A statement or disclosure made by 

anv witness in answer t0 any que:::.t.ion. 
11u't to hin1 by a com1nission or ,•.ny 
of i.hc commissioners or before a com­
rnission shall not (except in prococdin~s· 
for an offence against this Act) be. aduus­
s~b~t). in c:7 ic!f•nce rrgains.t h,1,n1 In any. 
ci·nl or cnnlinal procot;ding. 

Mr. \V. li'ORGA"l S}IIrH : That provision is 
to permit the Gm·ernment to get in matter 
that would otherwise be ruled out. 

The ATTORNEY-GENER~i.L: A corm;Jie: 
sion must be vestPd with full power anu 
authority to go on with its inquiries; bnt it 
is quite plain that any such statcmc'lt or 
disclosure made bv the w1tness cannct be 
used against him 'in any civil or crimino !' 
proceedings following. 

rdr. \V. FoRG.\X S:.nTH : The eff ~et is there~ 
all the .came. 

The ATTORJ\'EY-GENERAL: A similar 
provision is in force with respect to examina­
tion' in bankruptcy. In the bankruptcy court· 
witnesses are compelled to make answ!'n to 
questions put to them; but t_he answermg ?f 
euch queo;;;tions does not Incnminate then1 111 

auy way, nor can such eYidence be pr_oc!uced 
against them in any ''ll.bsequent mv1! or 
criminal proceedings. 

A penalty is also provided in_ case of ~n 
offence committed after a prenous convJc­
tion. If a witne•,s fails to attend, or to 
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Tr::oduce uny docurnent, or refuses to giYe 
-evidence or to be sworn, he or she is liable 
to a penalty which is being increased from 
£20 to £500. The penalty in regard to the 

·second offence will be not less than £500 or 
more than £1,000 and imprisonment for such 
.period not exceeding six months as may be 
deemed advisable. 

Th8 Bill will apply to commissions which 
hav.-; been created before the introduction of 
this Bill as ,,-ell as to commissions or boards 
of inquiry appointed subsequently. Hon. 
members know that the Raciug Commission 
was appointed before this Bill was intro­
duced; but this clause will make these 

.. amendments operative in respect to this 
COlllilliSSlOll. 

I do not know that I can give any further 
information about the Bill. It is a substan­
.tial measure. It has been intro-duced in the 
public interests, and the pow~rs contained in 
it are reasonable am!- necessary. Nothing 
would be more abortive than the appoint­
ment of a commission of inquiry that was 
not able to complete its work. It is wit'h a 
view to enable commissions or boards of 
.inquiry to complete their work that we have 
introduced this measure. Moreover we are 
·doing nothing more than intr~duce a 
measure founded on a similar measure that 
was introduced and passed in the Common­
•wealth Parliament in 1912. I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
time.'' 

Mr, W. FORGAN SMITH (JJackay): I 
followed very closely the remarks of the 
Attorney-General in moving the second read­
ing of this Bill. The measure is a simple 
one. It amend• the Act of 1910, and the 
amendments which are to be read in con­
junction with the principal Act are easily 
understood. 

At· a previous stage of the proceedings on 
this Bill I asked the hon. gentleman for 
information of a cArtain character. I pointed 
out that th,c Bill increased tho pen~lties in 

·one instance for failure to attend proceed­
ings from. £20 to £500. \V e can, of course, 
understand that. if a penalty provided in 
.any Act does not act as a deterrent, the 
right and proper course to pursue is to 
increase the penalty-in other >vords, pro­
vide a penalty commensurate with the offence. 
having regard to the enormitv of the viola­
ti·)n of the particular section.' On frequent 
occasions Parlia1ncnt has been asked to pro­
''ido for increased penalties, especially where 
there have benn flagrant b1·caches of the la>v 
r<nd '.'here it has been demonstrated that th,: 
existing penalt.:· has not boon a deterrent. 
The Attorney-General has not bP-on able to 
fm:nish any, information ia that direction. 
The Act has been in operation since 1910. 
when the late :\lr. Kidston w1s Premier. 
l\lany inqni.rie~ haYc been held within itJ 
an1bit. I 111:: self ha ye initiatP,:-1 prOC<::-'Cdings 
nPdcr it. and have arranged for inquiries 
under the rerms of the principal Act. On no 
occasion was it r,_.portcd to the past Govern­
:ment, either by a Royal Con1n1ission or the 
Crown Solicitor's Department that any of 
the nrovisions of the Act were fc.ultv or had 
been viobtcd. • 

\Ye nmc come to the position that the 
Attorney-General justifieo his action in taking 
this conrsc bv a Bill intro-ducorl in 1912 by 
th" then Attornev-General of the Common­
wc-J!th. The hon. gentleman, however, is 
apparentlv not fullv acauainted with the 
•.circurn,.tnr1ceJ that g.,ve ·rise to the intro-

cluctioc; of that Bill in the Commonwealth 
Farlianu~nt. The reason for the introduction 
foilowo closely the line of reasoning that l 
ha'"'' adop,c l and the principles enunciated 
u~\- rne earlier. Sonle tilnO before 1912 the 
FL'deral Governn1ent appointed a Roj al Conl­
lnission to inquire into the Australian sugar 
industry in all its rarnificationP. In that 
investigation, which was on a very con1pre­
hensive ,scale, evidence \\-as taken in various 
parts of the State from various institutions. 
organications, and individuals. The terms oi 
reference set out the importance of the indus­
try to the Conunonwealth, having regard 
t~ the \Yhite Australia policy, the defence 
or Au,tr,dw., and the necessity and advisa­
i <ility of peopling the northern littoral of 
c.·ueensland. During the investigations of 
the conuni;:;sion-it comprised a nun1ber of 
gentlemen, three of whose names I can 
recall: i\lr. Hinchcliffe, at that time a mem­
ber of the Legislative Council of Queensland: 
Mr. Shannon, well known in this State; and 
.i\Ir. (now Senator) Crawford-these gentle­
men saw fit to ask the representatives of the 
Colo;ual Sugar Hefining Company, Limited, 
to gn·e endence regarding milling and refin­
mg costs. The management of the Colonial 
Sugar l~cfining Con1pany, Limited, point­
blank refused to answer certain questions put 
to them Ly the commission and the law as 
;, thcp_ stood, so it was st.it~d, was faulty and 
msulhcwnt to compel the giving of the evi­
dence tha~ the cornmission thought was neces­
s·uy for the full prosecution of the investiga­
tion entrusted to it. 

The ATTORXEY-GE:->ERAL: Cannot that 
happen with us? 

l\lr. W. FOHGAX SMITH: That is the basic 
reason why, in 1912. Mr. Hughes introduced 
arnending legislation to take further povlers 
to deal >Yith a situation that had arisen 
under a previous Act of Parliament. That 
position h~s not r~xisen in Queensland; and 
1t canno· iJc shown that the Act has heen 
foulty. or that. anv situation has ansen 
similar to the one I have instanced. How­
ever. there is this important point to be 
made-much more important than the pre­
cedent quoted ln· the Attorncv-General­
that. if any Government desires Information 
in the public imere.,ts and appoints a Roval 
Connni"ion to obtain that information 'in 
the publi'2 intertsh .. it j,, necessary and desir­
able that such a comm!ission should be 
~lothe~l v.-~th sufficic::.1t power to carry out its 
n:Tcstigatic:n-< to the fullest possible cxt'"'nt. 
Th :t re::t!l:· is the basic principle of any 
InYe~tigaLIC't on '\hich a C.iovernn1ent nla\' 

nppoinr " Hoc·al Commission. Therefore ·r 
haYe 1~0 f~nlt to find in any respect \vhat­
~OCYPl' ~\rnll the C:esirc of the l\Iinistrv to 
clothe cu::- Ro~·::d Cmn111ission no· siiting 
or to he appomtcJ at a futnre date wiih 
,ufficicnt jlC'. crs and authoritv to obt .. in all 
tht> infonuation thi1t it i· nece's'~ary to obt:1i11 
i1.1 the puLl! interest~. 

_-\.noth:>r intcrE:.Jtinrr cr~lOtation th~t thr· 
~:\.ttornc. --Ger~cral ma2 · frorn thP snN~~h of 
th•? Cornnlonv;calth ·Attornov-Gene-ral -wos 
tb::t." lvtsic principles of jilstic' nncl tlF' 
existing la\v had, of course} L..> be observed." 
If th~ GovPrnment have good ground fo,­
a:-sunnng tlwt. a nenaltv of £20 is not suffi­
:imt, t·hen the iwo1.n: thing to do is to 
1ncrcu~(· that pen~, Ity: but, so far as \VC are 
n v~ .t re. no 9Yidcnce has been adduced justi­
f:nng ~uch Increase. At all events, no infor­
m"licn on the sabject has bean made avail­
ab;c to this I-Iol150. It n1ust Lo recognised 

JJ.lr·. Smith.] 
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bv the Attorney-General and bv hon. lllc!n­
bE>rs opposite that the-re is· a guiding 
principle that should be observed by all 
GoYernn1ents, either in a Bill of this nature 
or in any other amendment of the L1w, and 
that is that in all fnee countries there is a 
principle of elementary basic justice \vhich 
must be observed in all activities of a Go­
vernntcnt and in all instrun1entalities 
established by a Government. Yarious 
effmts have been made under the law to 
secure information. In this case the 
Attorney-General proposes a penalty of £500 
for anyone who refuses to give infor-mation. 
Different nations and different countries have 
adopted different methods of obtaining the 
information that they desire. In certain 
countries there is the " third degree." In 
other countries there is a penalty even to the 
extent of torture. But the point which any 
Parliament has to decide is the imposing of 
a penalty that has regard to those basic or 
elementary principles of justice that I lw;-e 
enunciated. ·whatever may be desired by 
the Government, or whatever it may be in 
the public interests to achieve, no departure 
from existing principles of justice should be 
accepted by Parliament without sufficient 
ea use being shown. In this Bill the GO\·ern­
ment eliminate a very important proviso m 
the principal Act, which reads-

" Provided that no such person sha;l 
be compelled to answer any question 
tending to incriminate himself." 

That was placed in the principal Act on the 
suggestion of Mr. Blair, at that time hon. 
member for Ipswich and now Chief .Justice 
of Queensland-a man learned in the law, 
and one who I think, even the Attorney­
General will ~dmit is a capable and eminent 
jurist. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Quite so. 

:\Ir. W. FORGAN Sl\IITH: On one occa­
sion the Attorney-General mentioned that 
three of the Government's appointm{·nts to 
the Supreme Court bench were good, and 
could not be questioned. The hon. member 
forgot that the Government of which I was 
a member appointed ever:i member to the 
present bench of the Supreme Court of 
Queensland; and I was wondering at the time 
what objection the Attorney-General had to 
the other members of the Supreme Court 
bench. Ho\Yever, this principle was intro­
duced into the principal Act on the sugges­
tion of that eminent jurist, Chiei Just.ice 
Blair. who had this to say-

[3.30 p.m.J 
I an1 quoting fron1 '' I-!ansard," Yo1un1C 

c\·ii., 1910, page 3041-
" I desire to ask the :\Iinister a ques­

tion with regard to clause 5, subclau'e 
(2). I notice there that, if a person 
appearing hS a witnl"'.~ refuses. to b0 
;;;;yarn or to n1ake an affirn1at1on or 
.:e .. Jnration, or to ansVi/Cr any question 
put to him by any of tho coinn1is~ion0r3 
touching the ~ubj C'ct-rnattE:-r of the 
inquiry, he shall be lia!Jle, on summary 
C'Ol).Yiction, to a penalty not exceeding 
£20. The only provision with regard 
to the aus1ncring of quc~tior.s jq that 
\Yitncsscs 11ro not bound to ansiYCr a.ny 
questionP- \'vhich would incrirninatc them­
selves. It sePms to me that if the clau , .. , 
goes through as it stands, although it 
is more a matter for Committee. it will 
con1pcl any witness to an::wer auy que~­
tion, so long as it is relevant to the 

[i'iir. Smith. 

inquiry, but that might perhaps render 
the witness mbjeet to prosecution. Any­
one who has had a.ny experience of 
these commissions, and of the questions. 
put by commissioners, will know that a 
clause of that kind is absolutely too­
drastic, and would give more power than 
what the case requires. I hope the 
Minister will alter that when it goes. 
into Co1nmitiee." 

He further states-
" H0 would like to hear what the 

Minister had to say w·ith regard to the 
point he had mentioned. He noticed 
that it wa' in the discretion of the 
con1missioners to put any question touch­
ing the subject-matter of the inquiry. 
That was in the opinion of the com­
missioner, nl1cl it might not be relevant 
in the slightest degree." 

under the Bill as it then stood the judge 
of relevancy was the Co1nmissioner, and 
the witness was compelled to answer any 
questions asked by the Commissioner. Mr. 
Blair went on-

" \'\Tould the Minister not put in wme 
protecting clause? The general law was­
that a witness was not bound to answer 
any que"Stion which might incriminate­
him. In the Police Offence-; Bill, where 
it was sought to compel a prisoner to· 
answer all questions, even if not touch­
ing the subject-matter, a provision was 
included which provided that he "hould 
not be held liable. He suggested the 
following amendment, which had been 
provided at the request of the Minister, 
after subclause (2) :-

Provided that no such person shall 
be compelled to answer any question 
tending to incriminate himself." 

The Home Secretarv at that time, the late 
Hon. J. G. Appe( said he would accept. 
that proviso. He was in charge of the 
Bill, and was recognised, apart altogether 
from any party affiliations he might have 
had, as a man who had a thorough and 
complete understanding of the basic prin­
ciples of justice. He immediately under­
stood the pm·pol't of Mr. Blair's argument 
on that occasion, and accepted the amend­
ment and embodied it in the Act. The 
hon. gentleman cannot deny that. Then what 
justification can the hon. gentleman put 
forward to th,, House for a departure from 
an accepted principle of justice. embodied 
not only in thE' principal Act but in the 
general law of the State? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The fact remaine 
that he can refuse to give evidence. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The Attorney­
General will realise that, no matter how 
depraved a person may be, no matter how 
heinous an offence he may have committed, 
he is entitled to the protection of the law 
based on those principles of justice to which 
I have referred. ~o matter how revolting 
the offence may be, e,-ery accused person 
has certain protection. The old idea of the 
Yindictive, revengeful application of the law 
has, I think, disappeared for all time; and, 
therefore, a departure from an accepted 
principle of justice such as I am describing 
requires some justification. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL interjected. 

Mr. W. FORGA:!'\ SMITH: I shall argue 
that later. The Attorney-General desires me 
to proceed to a further point, but I would 
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remind the hon. gentleman, who• informed 
us yesterday that he was the senior counsel 
of the bar of Queensland at present, that I 
have the right to proceed with mv speech in 
my own way, having regard to the rules of 
debate in this House; and that, whilst I am 
prepared to lisien with great respect to any 
advice he may feel disposed to give me, I do 
not think he is yet in a position ''here he 
would be justified in advising me as to the 
method by which I should set out my speech. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am not doing 
that. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: His methods 
might be better than mine, but I would 
plead that my methods suit me admirably, 
and I do not propose to change them even 
to suit the Attorney-General of Queensland. 

·with regard to the point with \vhich I \vas 
dealing when the Attorney-General inter­
rupte-d me, he is proposing to eliminate 
from the principal Act something which has 
been regarded as a cardinal principle in the 
administration of justice. It requires, in my 
opinion, some justification before that propo­
sition is accepted by Parliament. Everyone 
is entitled to justice. Even Tories are 
entitled to justice, and on some occasions I 
have shown them mercy. (Laughter.) That is 
th~ position that I am putting before the 
House in all seriousness-that, no matter 
who the individual may be, inespective of 
what offence he may be charged with. he is 
entitled under the law to the protection that 
it has been the practice for manv voors to 
give to such persons. ' ' 

The SE 0 RETARY FOR PUBLIC IxSTRGCTIO:-< 
interjected. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I would 
remind the Secretary for Public Imtruction 
that the Attorney-General is handling this 
Bill. He is not the Attorney-General. though 
he wonld have like·d to be. But that is bv 
the wa". I am dealing with this meamre in 
the same way as the Attornev-General dealt 
with it. ' 

He then proceeded to refer to a further 
clause of the Bill which provides that. where 
evidence is given by a witness. that E ,-idence 
shall not be used against him in anv civil or 
criminal proceedings, unless for a' violation 
of the Act-that is to sav. the Official 
Inquiries Evidence Act. I take it that the 
AttDrney-General meant that, in the ewnt 
of any civil or criminal proceedings follow­
ing on an inquiry under the Act. the evi­
dence of the witness would not be admissible 
as evidence agajnst him, assuming t'hat he 
had ma·dG certain admissions. But I "·onld 
point out again, with all due respect to the 
hon. gentleman learned in the law, that that 
provision does not give the protection that 
he evi-dently expected us to assum'l that it 
did. He knows perfectly well that such 
things bc0ome known. He is aware. for 
example, that in conducting a ( ase a matter 
\vhich he wishes t\:l put before the court may 
be mlcd out by th<' presiding judge. but he 
is often quite satisfied to get in a portion of 
it before the decision is given-it has its 
effect on the jury, and it remains in their 
minds. In that respect a court is to some 
extent like Parliament, where, havjng g-ot 
sm11ething in, you can quite magnanimouSly 
withdra>.r-it also has effected its purpos0. 
The protection that it is proposed to o·i,-e in 
lieu of the protection taken a>vav. therefore. 
is not adequate, and is not on ail-fours with 
it. I would like to know what jmtification 

the Government, the Attorney-General in 
particular have for this serious departure 
from ordi~arily accepted legal principles. 

Another point that the hon. gentleman 
dealt with was the power taken with regard 
to documents, and so forth. He pointed out 
that under the present law there was not 
sufficient power for a commission to prose­
cute its inquiries in an effectiYe way. In 
connection with the production of documents, 
he quoted clause [5G], which reads-

" A commission may inspect any docu­
ment, book, or writings produced before 
it, and may retain them for such reason­
able period as it thinks fit, and may 
make copies of such matter as is rele­
yant to the inquiry, or take extr-'.cts 
from them." 

Having regard to what the Attorney-General 
said, it is quite clear what this Bill, in con­
junction with the principal Act, would 
empower the commission to do. 

At an earlier stage of the Bill the Attorney­
General was asked bv me if the Commis­
sioner of Taxes, for example, could be 
summoned before an injuiry, and be called 
upon to give evidence with regard to matters 
that were in his possession or to produce 
documents. The Attorney-General, in reply, 
stated that the Bill did not take such 
power, and that there was no power under 
the Bill or the Act to compel the Commis­
sioner of Taxes or any of hrs officers to pro­
duce papers in their possession or to be 
examined on their contents. I want to 
emphasise what I have already said that, in 
th8 public interests, it is necessary for a 
commission appointed in the public interest 
to get the fullest information. There may 
be nothing wrong with a section granting 
power to call the Commissioner of Taxes, 
provided it is surrounded with suitable safe­
guards and modifications. In any case, Par­
liament would be the proper place to discuss 
the advisability of all these things. But I 
suggest that the Attorney-General has accom­
plished the same purpose in a different way. 
A regulation has been promulgated under the 
Income Tax Act which gives the Treasurer 
certain powers. Under this Bill the Trea­
surer can be subpoenaed to produce all or 
any of the papers in the possession of the 
Commissioner of Taxes. Is that not so? 
That is the position as I see and understand 
it. 'Therefore, it is a matter of saying that 
t h1 Act does not propose to do certain things, 
but the Goy-ernment have the power to do 
it. and have taken the power to do it by 
ar,other method. I mention that to indicate 
that we on this side of the House are fullv 
cognisant of all the implications contained 
in any Bill introduced into Parliament. If 
it is a desirable and a goo-d thing to intro­
duce "" measure of thi, nature, that is good 
and well; but what is decided in this Pnr­
liarncnt is the wiil and the pleasure of the 
majority of this Parliament, and they take 
full responsibility for any Bill that is passed. 
In r~gm·d to the general question of commis­
sions, it is quite true that to some extent in 
Anstralia-and I suppose elsewhere-a Go­
YPrnment m<ty appoint a board or a com­
mission to deal with a matter that is press­
ing for the moment, and in that way shelve 
the problem at least for a time. In other 
<;ast'~, commissions can give very valuable 
rdormation to Governments and to Pm·lia­
mr nts. For example, the investigation iha t 
wcs made into the pastoral industry, result­
ing in the establishment of the Land 
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Administration Board, was an economic in­
vestigation which was worth while, and was 
very valuable to Queensland-valuable not 
only at the time, but for the information 
that was obtained, and in countless other 
directions. 

The Roval Commission which was ap­
pointed to" inquire into the mining industry 
should also give v,aluable information for 
the guidance of this State. The use of this 
Act is in the direction of dealing with 
difficult problems and obtaining informa­
tion for Governments and for l'ariiaments 
which can guide them in their future 
activities with respect to Yarious i1:dustries 
and important problems wluch may arise 
affecting this State. I take it, alw, that 
the retrospectivity of the measure applies 
not only to the Racing CommissiOn, but to 
other commissions that have already been 
appointed under the principal Act. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is so. It 
would 11ot apply to a commission which had 
completed its deEberations. 

Mr. W. FORGAN S1:1ITH: The further 
powers sought for under this Bill will apply 
to the Mining Commission appointed by tho 
previous Government, which has not com­
pleted its investigations or prusented its 
report. 

The points I have raised are relevant to 
this Bill. I acknowledge that a Gm-ern­
mimt has the right to clothe Royal Com­
missions with all the power and authority 
that .are necessary in the public interests. I 
also claim that, in the exercise of that power 
and authority, tho Government should have 
regard to the basic principles of justice that 
I have enunciated. Up to the present at 
least the Attorney-General has not justified 
the departures to which I have called atten­
tion. and with whinh T sh~.ll cJpo l et a l~tP.r 
stage of the Bill. 

Question-That the Bill be now read 
a second time-put and passed. 

Consideration of the Bill in Committee 
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

BABINDA STATE HOTEL SALE BILL, 

SECOXD READil'iG -RESU}lPTION 01' DEBATE. 

Mr. HA~'!LON (lthaca): Before this Bill 
goc' through, I would like again to express 
my oppositioa to the proposal, and also to 
express my disa,ppointment and regret that 
the GoYernment have not seen fit to carry 
on this enterprise. In view of the fact that 
the tltate enterprises already disposed of 
have been thrown away in a remarkably 
carele~s manner, we are justified in asking, 
even If the Government persist in disposino­
o! t~e Babinda State hotel, that some pr~ 
cautwn be taken to see that the State gets 
wmething like a just return for that enter­
prise. 

J'.io excuse on the ground that it does not 
pav can be found fo,r parting with this enter­
prise. The Babinda State hotel has paid 
handsomely over since its establishment. 
Besides rendering an excellent service, it has 
furnished excellent financial returns to the 
State-in addition to supplying a verv 
badly needed convenience and comfort fo'r 
thP sugar-",rorkcrs in the area it has been 
a successful lin:,noial venture 'and asset to 
the St ,te. I reg-ret that there is no provision 
in the Bill fixing a reserve price at which 
the hotel should be sold. It is a pity that the 

[MT. Smith. 

enterprise can be disposed of at the sweet 
'vili of the Minister, irrespective of whether 
or not its true value is realised. At the 
very least, it should not be sold for less than 
the value at which it stands in the books of 
the State Trade Department. We had an 
exhihition recently of enterprises standing 
at a high value in the books of the 
department-enterprises which were not 
only returning interest on the money in­
vested, but also showing a proilt to the 
State-being sacrificed at something· like hali 
their book value. Ko one can say that that 
was anything else than a wilful sacrifice of 
the assets of the State, and I hope the same 
course is not to be adopted in the present 
instance. 

A suggestion mad<> at the initiatory stages 
of the Bill might be considered by the Go­
vernment. This particular enterprise is 
worth sevm·al thousands of pounds per 
annum if a lease be granted, and I suggest 
that the property be leased and brought 
under the local option provisions of the 
Liquor Act. In that way, in a short period 
at lea.at, the Government :Would receive 
nearly as much as they are likely to obtain 
from selling the asset in its entirety, because 
the return to the Government woul-d be 
approximately £4,000 to £5.000 per annum. 
The Government should see to ·it that at 
least no loss takes place in the money that 
has been invested in the Babinda State hoteL 
Other enterprises have been sold with 
remarkable carelessness, the State cannery 
being an example of .an asset which was 
thrmvn away for less than its market value. 
I hope the same course will not be pursued 
so far as the State hotel is concerned. It is 
rather a startling thing to hear hon. mem­
;Jers opposite speak of the financial string­
ency of the State, deplore the recklessness 
Anrl Pytr1_VAD"Anf'«1 nf th(l T,Ahour Government 
~~d ~t the--~~~-,; ti~~--th;~~v away valuabl~ 
assets. I am not insinuating th et they are 
passing them over to friends, or anything 
nasty like that. I merely observe that, if 
~-ou have something to sell, the ordinary 
busine''' practice is to see that you get the 
true market value for the article. Unfortu­
nately, that policy has not been pursued by 
the Government up to date. A rather 
remarkable thing took place in connection 
with the disposal of the State stations. Bear 
in mind, I do not want to insinuate anything 
unfairly with respect to the P·remier or to 
the hon. member for Dalby; but, when one 
thinks back over the fact that, when the 
Government got into power, having in their 
programme th• -disposal of the State stations. 
thev sent the hon. member for Dalb,, to 
inquire into and report upon the State 
stations. They were pnt up for auction pre­
sumablv on his advice. and then the hon. 
membe;· figures as a bidder at the auction 
sale. 

Mr. \V. A. Rc:SSELL: I never made a bid. 

Mr. HA~LO::-<: I do not want the hon. 
member to tako exception to what I am 
saying. 

The SECRETARY FOR RHLWAYS: Then why 
do you soy it? 

Mr. HANLO::-< : Because any intelligent 
person would say that it is very de,irable 
th tt the Government should protect them­
selves from any charge of that kind. I hope 
t!L, G'JHrnment ·,;·ill not drift into a position 
from which thev wili find it difficult to 
retreat later on.' In the course of a few 
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ye rs the facts surround1ng the di.t;posal of 
the State enterprises will be forgotten, and 
any perwn not conversant \vith \vhat is hap­
pening during the present year, looking Lack 
ove1· historv and finding that the hon. mem­
bf'r for Dalby rnado a report to the Govern­
ment on the condition of the State 
}·:!tations--

Mr. vY. A. RUSSELL (Dulby): I desire to 
n1ake <.t pc1 :onal explanation. 

The f?PEAKER, Q,·der ! 

GovERX~E~T ::\1El\1BERS: Ask hin1 to ·with­
·draw. 

Mr. W. A. RUSSELL (Dalby): I rise to 
a point of order. I deny the 5tatemout that 
yesterday I made a bid for any of the State 
stations, and I ask that the hon. member 
withdraw that statement. 

Mr. IL\NLON: Certainly, if the hon. 
member says he never made a bid at tho 
auction sale yesterday, I accept his denial; 
but I would point out to him that the daily 
press reported that he did make a bid. 
'The hon. gentleman should be very careful 
to take immediate stops to contradict that 
statement in the press, because it is likely 
to give a very unsavoury taste to people 
outside this Chamber. I reallv believe the 
hon. member for Dalby to be "a very trust­
worthy and highly respected individual in 
this busine's, and I would not like am hon. 
member in this House or any perwi1 out­
side this House to think that I am reflecting 
upon him; but I do say that these are 
-opinions that are liable to be formed outside. 
The hon. member has not denied that he 
was sent by the Government to inquire into 
the condition of the State stations. Perhaps 
that also was a misreprP,entation by the 
press. It was reported by the pre.;s that 
he. on behalf of the Government, was inquir­
ing into the State stations, and then, after 
his report had bc()n received-I suppose the 
Government would not dispose of the State 
stations without having received a report 
from the person that they sent to inquire 
into their condition-he was rc•ported in the 
press as having made a bic!. Unless the 
-Government are very < ardul to see that 
they gd a fair markd n.lno for their 
station properties, they are going· to leave 
themselves open to very nasty insinuations. 
Hon. members opposite may think that, 
because the State stations are losing money 
to-day, that is going to justify whatever 
they may do in regard to them; bnt I ven­
ture to prophesy that the State stations will 
not be eternally a losing proposition. There 
is a prospect of a revival in th<' bt'd indus­
-try which will make them pay handsomely, 
and, if that revival should come within a 
vear or two after the sale of th<'80 proper­
ties, the impression will go forth to the 
peopie that that was anticipatccL and that 
the stations were dis])o;;ed of at a cheap 
price knowing that an inflation \',as im­
minent. The Government should be very 
careful how they handle thc pro1wrty of the 
State. and not allow thc;;e impressions to 
get abroad. 

Later on I am going t'o deal with the dis­
posal of the State cannery. That also is a 
very unsavoury story. There is an impres­
sion at the present mon1Pni: amongst coJnmer­
cial travellers and commercial people in the 
·city that the sale of the State cannery was 
;a "dummy" sale. Thn commercial people 
know ver_y well that. at the Ye!·y outside, 
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only one-half the Yalue of that enterpri.s 
\Ya.s -sectu·cd bv the Govennnent. lt is coin­
mon talk around the town. Before the 

session closes we shall have titnt! 
[4 p.ln.] to verifv \vhat is 110\V comn1on 

talk, that the sale was a 
"dun1n1y " one. These things create a VE':.·5r 

undc;:;ir<tblo irnpression outside. I hope notb­
ing· of the kind will happLn in connccticn 
with the disposal of this State hotel. There 
is a ·distinction between the sale of thte 
Babincla State hotel and the sale of ether 
enterprises. \Vhctteyer is done with the other 
State enterprises is entirely a matter of tbe 
Goyern1nent · s O"\Vl1 volition; they are doing 
it without consulting Parliament; and hou. 
member~ on either side of the House haYe 
Ycry linle reo.ponoibility in regard to it, as 
the Gov€'rnn1ent are taking the onus on 
their own shoulders. In case any dispute 
arises, hou. members opposite will probabl:: 
be able to say that they were net consulted, 
and that it was cntirclv due to the action of 
rho Government. This· particular enterprise. 
howenr, is being disposed of by means of 
the Bill which is now before us, and every 
hon. member hn.s his own responsibility for 
the sale. Every hon. nH:n1bcr has a responsi­
)Jility to see that, when sold, it is at least 
sold for its full market value, and ·that the 
people of the St. ate are not going to be 
deprived of what they should get from it. 
l'erhaps .at a later stage of the Bill we shail 
have something more to say. I intend to 
Yotc against the second reading of the Bill 
because I believe the enterprise should not 
be disposed of at all: f\rstly, because it is a 
handsomely paying enterprise for the State. 
and. secondly, because it is supplying a very 
much needed sen-ice to the sugar-workers in 
that area which they are not likely to get 
from private enterprise. 

::\Ir. WILSON (F9rtituJe Valley): We ali 
realise th0 very great importance of this 
hotel to the people who are living in the 
Babinda area. The hotel was established in 
1917. and np to date has produced a fair 
profit, somewhere in the neighbourhood of 
£50,000. Listening to the remarks of the 
Treasurer and the Premier the other even­
ing about financial stringency, it is difficult 
to understand why they are so anxious to get 
rid of a paying proposition like this, which 
has given satisfaction to the people living in 
the Babinda area. I have figures showing 
that the profit on the hotel was £32,401 up 
to 30th June last, and for the same period 
£11,914 was written off the assets, making 
a total sum of £44.315. I take it that the 
interest on that sum brings the Yalue of the 
asset to somewhere in the neighbourhood of 
£50,000 in the period from May, 1917, to 
30th June, 1929. In Yiew of the financial 
stringency referred to, I would ask the 
Government if it would not be wise for them 
to take into consideration the retention of a 
propositio;, of this eort, which is yielding 
~uch D large return to t:he State. 

The :!Hinister in eharge of the Bill had a 
good deal to say with regard to the propert,-. 
It strikes me that sint 0 the election hon. 
mr1nber:; opposite have changed their policy. 
I haYe lwnrd manv of them remark that thr 
only Stale l'nterp;·ises they intended to get 
rid of ''Terc those that were not payjng. 
Xow they come cut boldly, and sav that they 
a1·e going to get rid of all the State enter­
prises. 

I really do not know whether the GoYern­
ment are going to interfere with the State 

Mr. Wilson.] 
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lr.._~,urance Departn1ent or not; but there 
have been rumours outside to the effect rhat 
pressure; will be brought to bear on them 
later-probably during the nf':xt or last ses­
sion of this Parliament-with a vie,, to cur­
tailing some of the privileges now enjoyed 
b:c the State Insurance Department. \Vhdher 
thn t b3 true or not, I do not know; we shall 
have to wait and see whether, as the :Minis­
ter said, he intends to go on and get rid of 
that as well as of all the other State enter­
prif'' '3. 

I am satisfied that, when the State butcher 
shops "\vere started, in n1any cases the price 
of meat was at an exorbitant level. and it 
v,, as almost impossibk for the- workers to 
buy meat at reasonable prices. 0fow the 
Government have decided to get rid of 
them, and, if they consider the interests of 
the country in the matter, they will see to 
it that nothing is clone >uch as I haYe heard 
has been clone in regard to the State butcher 
shops. I have heard, and know it ior a f?.et, 
that in certain places in the metropolitan 
area, the:: have giYen instructions to the 
State shops not to supply any relief rations 
in the shape of meat to pe1sons who are 
er.titlecl to get those rations. I am told 
that something in the neighbourhood of £30 
to £35 worth of meat per week has been 
taken away from the State shops and these 
orders given to a shop -run by private· enter­
prise. I can get one indiYidu- 1 to cay that 
meat was thro\vn at hitn in a '' take it or 
leaye it" manner in the shop that secured 
these orders. That does not make for the 
best rosults from State enterprises. If that is 
true-and I have eyerv reason to believe that 
it is-it will bring Yafues down to 'tiCh a low 
ebb that the Government will not be able to 
get anything like an €quitable retmn for the 
shops. 

·l\Iention has also been made of the railwav 
rdre·,hment-rooms. \Ye all know that at 
one time all oyer the State thev were in 
thA hands of private enterprise. · The late 
GoYernment saw fit to bring them under the 
control of the Goyernment, and thev are 
now being carried on by the Commiesioner 
for Railways. I had the pleasure of being 
the political head of the Department of 
Public Instruction for four vears, and I am 
very pleased to know that ·the present Go­
YernmC'nt arc there following in the foot­
steps of their predecessors and altering none 
of tlwir policy so far, while the Secrdary for 
Agriculture has intimated publiclv at meet­
ings that the Leader of the Oj>position did 
useful good work in the Department of 
Agriculture. It is a good thing to know 
that a MinistC'l' can sec some good in the 
opposite side of the House: and I take the 
opportunity of >a.ying that any measure that 
may be brought forward b:· the Govern­
ment, having for its object the benefit of 
tho people and the welfare of the State, 
will have my hearty support. 

A great man:· pcreons are of the opinion 
thet the late GoYernmcnt were perfectly 
justified in establishing· State enterprises. 
Of course, time will tell whether y;e were 
right or not. I am inclined to think that 
next time we go to the country hon. members 
opposite will find that there will be a 
different feeling- omongst the people. They 
have become very accustomed to the State 
butch"r shor,s, for instance, and I am 
inclined to think that there will be a revul­
sion of feeling among·st the people when they 
have had some experience of being without 
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them again. \Y ith regard to some of the· 
PntepribeS which the Government have dis­
posed of, ono hears so many things that he 
does not fool safe in takin~r much notice 
o1 them all; bnt I have heard it repeatedly 
st1id that ouc enterprise-the State cannery­
vvas aln1ost g-iven a',' ay. 

\V e sometimes find people opposed to the 
Labour GoYernment who are willing to give 
credit to the Government for any g-ood work 
that was accomplished. In that connection 
I wish io quote this extract, which fLppeared 
some time ago in cnc of the daily papers:-

" \YnERE HoNOUR IS DuE. 

" Replying to fb statement by Councillor 
F. J. Glasson (Chinchilla) at the Local 
Authoritie ' Conference ye:;terdo,y that 
the Prickly-pear _\et had driven people 
off the hnd, Councillor .J. Sparkes 
(Wambo) vigorously defended the Act, 
which he maintained had kept people 
on the land. ' I have never voted 
Labour in my life,' continued Councillor 
Sparl\:es, ' but I recognise a good thing 
when I see it, and I believe in giving 
honour whcr0 honour is clue. The 
Prickly-pefbr Act which was brought in 
bv the Labour Government was the best 
A'ct eYer passed in Queensland. !General 
chorus of 'Hear, hears.') Had the Act 
been brought. in by a previous Govern­
ment, the pnckly-pear would not have 
been where it is to-dav.' C'ouncillor 
Gla,son admitted that the present Act 
'"'as a good one ; he was referring to an 
earlier Act. It was a pity the Act had 
not been brought in twenty years before. 
Another speaker described the Labour 
Government's Prickly-pear Act as 'a 
splendid A.rt,' and this stat<•ment n1ct 
with general approYal." 

rl'his n1an \Yas not a Labour man, but he 
was prepared to give credit for the good 
vrork done bY the Labour GoYorninent. I do 
not know \Yhether there is any prickly-p0ar in 
the Babinda area; but. if this hotel is h·ans­
ferrecl to priYatc hands, I can quite realise 
that there \Yill be exp<lriencecl a consider­
able amount .,f prickly-heat. The GoYern­
ment are acting very unwisely in disposing 
of this hotel. which, so far as I ca,n gatJ::er, 
was erected with the object of extenclmg 
some comfort to the employeE's engaged in 
the Babimll• sugar-mill and to other p:oplc 
living within the area. It has been pomted 
out bv the Lc>c1dcr of the Opposition and by 
the DeputY Leader that the population of 
the arPa ~contains a ]argo proportion of 
foreigners. I hold the Yiew that, if the 
hotel is State-controlled, there wrll be some 
possibility of preventing any ugly distur­
bancps within the area at a time when feel­
ing might be running high. I simply rose, to 
PntPr mv protest against the !lisposal of 
this vah:iable State enterprise and, inciden­
tally, to break the ice by making· my first 
spc :eh this session. 

Ylr. HYNES (Towns1iillr): I desire to 
have my protf',,t recorded against the pass­
age of this mea sure. I take strong excep­
tion to the wry wrong principle embodied 
in the Bill. The Government are preparc·d 
to srll a monopolv to priYato individuals. 
There is a vast 'diffcrcnc'l between State 
control of a monoplv and private control 
of a monopolv. The. one operates for the 
benefit of the' community as a \vhole; trn 
other is anti-social in its operations. There­
fore, it is wrong in principle, to pe:mit a 
private incliYiclual to have the sole rrght to 
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sell liquor iu the Babinda are:1 for the period 
mentioned in the Bill. 

I can see sonwthing further in this Biil 
\Yhich caus..:~s rnc concern. If it were tho 
intcntiou of the Govc1·n1nent to retain con­
trol of the State refreshment-rooms thev 
would certain!:- have transferred the B~bindit 
State hotel to the administration of the 
Seeretary for H'lilv.ays. The failure to do 
so i~ to me an ir,tint 1tion that the Govern­
l1l£Ilt also intend to sell the railway refresh­
ment-rooms at no distant date. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAlS: There is no 
truth in that. 

l\Lr. HY::'\ES: That would be a ycry 
y;rollg thing to do. I am satisfted that the 
community, and especially tho communitv 
in the Babinda area, for· whose benefit the 
hotel was vriucipally establi,•.hed, will not 
recet"\ e the same service fron1 a, private 
monopolist as it does from the Sbtc. I 
have traYelled rather extensivelv in l\orth 
Queensland. and I know what a great benefit 
the Babinda State hot,-1 is to the people 
of )iorth Q~1eemland. Take, for instance>, 
the sugar-mtll \Yorkers ; As one who has 
hacl quite a lot of experience a::; a union 
organiser in dealing v;:ith industrial trouble~, 
I found that there was less industrial strife 
in those cenb.·ps ·whe-':e the \vorkers received 
decent board and accommodation at rcason­
eJJle ra.tl's. 'l'he eetablishment of the Babinda. 
State hotel under the management of the 
State bt·ought about that set of conditions 
for tbc worh:crs in tho Babinda sugar-mill 
area. . ::'\a.poleon .-ai-el that soldiers fought 
on thetr belhes. and I have alw>tys found 
that workers who receive decent food and 
a.ccommodrrtion show a. tendency to be less 
c!j ,contented, and the inc vi table result i'l 
less industrial unrest. The Babinda State 
hotel was established for no other reason 
than the presPn-ation of industrial peace. and 
for that reason alone' the Stato should retain 
control of it. 

Sorrc·~ r0fcrenrc ha~, Let'n n1ad~J to the ,"-ale 
of other State enterp1·ises on the ground 
that ihc:v were not paying. If the benefits 
in £ s. d. accruing to the people of Queens­
land through the e-tabli,hment of State 
hutcheries could be determined, then the 
achon of the late Goyernment in "'tablish­
ing those lmichcr shops >voulcl be shown to 
hcwe been fully justified. I regret very 
much that the State butcheries have been 
saf'rifi< ed by ihe Government. 

::\Ir. 1-lAX't\f~LL: You ~"Lcrificcd them in 
Toowoomba. 

Mr. HYNES: I und0rstand that the 
Treasurer is har·d put to it to secnre nionFF 
to carry on the services of the State. The 
Premier last night informed us that such 
was the case: but I consider it a cle~pinble 
thmg for a Government to " raise th~ wind" 
if I rr.a~ use a. vulgarism, bv solli~g State 
~nm;opohcs anr~ Stat_e \nterprises to private 
IndlYidunJs. Tnc pnnc1ple Is wronrr. I :1lso 
ttoard the Minister in charge of othis Bill 
~"'" kc the statPmcnt i hot the inter<''h of the 
·.··01·kcrs in the Babinda mill area will be 
1'• otected in lh<" Bill. I have car<>fullv o·one 
through the Bill, but can find noth;n~ to 
wriicate that it is the intention ofd the 
Go> ernment so to protect the interests of 
the men who in th<c past ha.-e been found 
hoard and lodging at the hotel for 30s. per 
1-Ycck--a reasonable r~lt£'. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That will 
be contained in the contract of sale. 

Mr. HYNES: Why should such a. pro­
visio•1 llot be eu· bodied in the Bill? \Ve 
all kncq..y that thoro v:as an arrangemeut 
betw'><'n thl' Ba.binda mill directors and the 
clepacclL:CN controlling State entorprises that 
the dic·ec!or' should pay to the department 
the difference between the rate allowed in 
the sugar-workers' award-that i> 24s. 6d. 
]1er week-and the rate charged at the hotel 
for board and ac·cOmmocJation for the workers 
employed at the mill. The directors of the 
mill paid the difference--5s. 6d. per week­
to the departmct;t. It would ha.-e been a 
simple thing to plac"' such a safeguarding 
clause in this Bill. I am sa.tisf10d that the 
mill workers will not rPceive the so,me ser­
vice for the same money "hen the hotel 
pa"ses over to priYate managerrwnt. Know­
ing- as I do the opinions of tho Treasurer 
of the liquor trade, I am rather surprised 
that he permitted this Bill to he introduced. 
I cannot understand a man who is opposed 
to the lir]Uor trad<', who is continuallv point­
ing out tho evils of the trade. and who -posc'l 
os a reformer m that direction, allowing a 
private individual to take control for some 
six years of this hotel, which holds a 
rnonopol~v in a large area, especially when it 
is the accq1t<ecl opinion that the evils of 
the liquor trade are intensifted under private 
ownership. 

Reference has been made to the fact that 
the liquor la \\'S were not observed at Babinda 
unde1· the previous Administration. At au:c· 
time that I staved at the Babinda hotel I 
can truthfully say that I did not notice any 
br<'ach of the liquor laws. 

Mr. FRY: You went to bed early that 
night. (Laughter.) 

:Yfr. HYJ\ES: I usually do if I have no 
work to keciJ me on:upied. The hotel wr-s 
conducted in a proper and orderly manner, 
and was a cr<'dit to the man in char~:e of it. 
But. supposing that the law was not obse·n-ed 
by the manager of the Babinda hotel, that is 
no excuse for the Government to take to 
themselves the right to sell a monopoly to a 
private indh-idual. That is the chief reason 
"·hy I am oppos<'d to the pacsage of this 
n1easure. 

Mr. FRY (Jiurilpcc) : The a·r;nments ad­
vanced by hon. members opposite have led me 
to the conclu-ion that they are in favour, not 
of one hotel, but of many hotels. 

Mr. PEASE: That is not true. \V-, want to 
give the people local option. 

Mr. FRY: At any rate, the ·remarks of 
hon. members opposite haye led me to think 
that. If the Opposition can bring- forward 
an argument sufficiently strong to JUstify my 
support of their contention, then I am pre­
pHed to <>xercise the privilege given to me 
as a. member of this party and use my dis­
cretion accordingly; but up to the present I 
~ee nothing- to warrant my voting against the 
par :age of this Bill. 

Mt·. STOPFORD (Mount Mrrgrmi: TlHl 
hon. member who has just resumed his s~·~t 
renlinds me of what I see in the morn1ng 
v·ha1 I open the hack door of my rcsidr·wc 
and view the spectac,le of a 14-stone r..an 
delivering a. pint of milk. That man's 
appearance always appears to me to be quit· 
out of k~ping with his ralljng. The lv1n. 
nv-·m bcr fo·r I(urilpa is an optician, yet he 
profe·.ses to see no logic in the arguments 
advanced hv hon. members on this side of 
the House.· If one were to see an 8-stono 

Mr. Stopford.] 
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tnan nwving bales of 1vool on a vvharf, it 
v;ould strike ono as being, as incongruous as 
to sec a 14-stono man selling· milk. To l., in 
keeping, their occupations o,hould be reversed. 
Just jn the sa1ne way, the hon. rnomllL'r 
appears to bo follo\ving the ·wrong avocation 
for one with such defecti,-e vision. I am 
not going to protest again>t the Govenunent's 
selling something they wish to got rid of ; 
hut I do protest against the action of the 
Goyernn1ent ln scllin~· son1ething \Yhich they 
do not rossess-namoi:-, a r~ght to allow a 
private hotel in the Babinda area to sell 
liquor. 

There is no legal rig-ht to-day for any 
pri\ ate individual to oltor liquor for 'ale 
within that area,. The Government arc going 
to create a right that does not at present 
exist ; and, in their desire to dispose of this 
hotel, they propose to give a monopoly for 
some years to a political supporter. It can­
not be that thev desire to remove from 
the Government the charge of being sellers 
·of liquor. If that were so, logically they 
must follow this action by seliing th<> railway 
r~freshment-rooms. They are still going to 
be hotelkeepers; but they term themselves 
refreshment-room keepers. So it cannot be 
from any desire to avoid being branded 
as sellers of liquor that they are taking this 
actwn. It cannot oe because they wish 
to give effect to the ~lesire to dispose of 
something that the Sta.te has in the form 
of " State enterprise, because the State has 
only got an accommodation house in Babinda 
which, if they sell it as an accommodation 
house, would put the position back to that 
which existed when the Labour Government 
created a Government monopoly in regard 
to the sale of liquor in that area. \Vhat 
justi~ed the Government in taking a mono­
poly m regard to anythmg? The0 were justi­
fied m takmg unto themsoh-es a monopoly 
in the Babinda area for the same reason 
tha.t prompted their predec•,ssors in taking 
ac:tw_n to prevent the private sale of liquor 
wtthm that area. That reason was given 
by the present 'l'rea.surer when introducing 
the Sugar Works Bill in 1911. Under that 
measure the private sale of liquor within 
that area ·.yas prohibited, and later on the 
Government paid compensation for tho 
termination of the existing licenses. What 
justified the action of the then Government? 
The justification was the danger of allowing 
private people to sell liquor for profit in 
an a re'! v\!lerP a huge industrial enterprise 
was bemg established. It was not because 
the hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill 
did not drink himself, or that the Treasurer 
could nob physically enioy it. 

The TRK\Sl'HER: You have forgotten to tell 
u-.; tha •. while we arrang-ed that thero should 
he no sale of li<JllOl' within that area vour 
Government cshhlislJcd a State ent~rprise 
fo!' the .'31.1e of strong drink. 

iVIr. STOPFORD: Tbe Labour Gove,·n­
ment re• cr,~d the action of their predecos,ors 
b0cause they were fa,ced with the stern fact 
that. if .,-oit arc going to attract men to 
an oHiposi' of the State, and where the 
pre~encp of those men is ne{'e;;:-;ary to carry 
on Jndustrc'·. ~·ou have to giv0 them as nearlv 
'" poc<iible the sam0 comforts that are offered 
tv n1cn pnrsuing th-, sun1e industry elsewhere. 

The TRf,ASt:n:-:n: Another " i\1inister for 
Excuses!" 

Mr. STOPF'ORD; I am dad to be a>"o­
ciatcd with that remark. ~1en will not be 
denied, and will take risks for profit to 

[Mr. Stopford. 

that ".hich the law s~ys thev shalL 
; and sly-grog shops, not di;S]Jonsing 

under the control or dire-ction of rcgu~ 
with regard to inspection, hnt liqUor 

r. _ l which .'vill n1;::.kc n1e1~ n1_aJ, ~Yilt 
["';.30 p.tr1.J con1e 1nto be1nb'· VIewing also 

. thC' gr~lY~ da!lgers ow.ing. t~ th~ 
e:r,srnopohtaE popuL1t1on 1n that d1stnct and 
r'caJi,ing that the State ar that time' had 
cxp:'nded son1ething in the Yicinity of 
£' 00.000 !. th!'t numerous men had pioneered 
a new d!btnct and gtYen of their best to 
can·e 011t homes for themselves-men whose 
in·;estn1ent- in labour, industry, and rPsourcPs 
\YGrc dependent upon a safe and secure sup~ 
ph of labour to h.crvest the result of their 
\\·Ork-tho GoYr- "nmcntj still recognising th , 
menace of the snlo of liquor problem, trying 
to discharge their duty as pioneers of the 
district, sough: the lesser of two evils, and 
decided rhat the sale of liquor should take 
place under conditions of regulation where 
the element of prJfit and greed would not 
enter. Th'.J Govenunent placed thomselve' 
in the position of being responsible for the 
carrying on of that hotel, subject to any 
criticism that might' come their wa;~· if the 
hotel wa~ conducted in a n1anner that \vould 
lend itself to ~u picioll. That position has 
r __ mtin 1_wd until to-day. Ko one can say tllat 
tht'l"' hr:~ b•::en anY eritic:ism of the conduct 
d rhe het" l. Tht, Minister states liquor has 
been sold there after 8 o'clock. \Vhat "e do 
know is that pure, wholesome liquor was sold 
there; that there was no speeding up for 
profit; no incentive first to rob a man of his 
senses and render him unfit to follow his 
occupation afterwards. 'What is proposed 
to-day? The Government may take unto 
themselves the power to do this. Parliament 
is supreme, but is Parliament only so long as 
tho will of thP- people supports it. \Ye found 
that out, and hon. members opposite will 
find it out-I hope it "ill be soon. (Laugh­
ter.) I am making my objection because 
Padiament gave authority for a monopoly 
to the State. and not a monopoly to any 
individual. That is Ko. 1 point. :Yly No. 2 
point. which I think to be just as logical, is 
tlhlt under this Bill the Treasurer usurps 
the function of a ceurt. This Bill gives him 
the right to i'sue a license without consulting 
am:- court. lf the licensing laws of the State 
are based on justice and sound premises, 
why should the Gm·ernment, in order to 
enhance the value of something which the)' 
are about ro sell, descend to the lowest and 
1ne1.ncst 1ncthods of private enterprise ancl 
g-ive a fictitious value for something they 
are going to accomplish-one of their objec~ 
tives~that is. to get rid of a State hotel' 
\-Vhy give it a 'alue it does not possess-a 
'a!ue that exists only by reason of it bc'ing­
n Stat0 hotPL because the words a ro used in 
the Bill, " Ba bind a State hotel " ? 

In order to Pnhance the value of this hotel. 
the> Goycrnn1er.t rrro paying the price of 
breaking down the rights of the < -mrt or the 
rights of the people through the court; and 
thi-; is thP onlv occcsion on which that has 
ev0r been done in the historv of this State. 
Of com"'· the Government inay think they 
arP justified in doing it in order to g0t the 
monev to help them to fulfil their election 
prorn-i;;;es. E;,~cr:vborJ-.:;- knows that the~ cannot 
do that. l_!le Governm0nt n1av have 
thor,g-ht they could. I g-ive them Cl:Bdit for 
honesty ae,"o~p8niPd bv ignorance, for 
h<J.Yin~ that belief·. but they ~.vere the onl:,. 
om•s who did not know that thov could not 
fe1fll those pron1i:;;r~. ~ 
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::--Tow. take the ' •se of Mount Isa-c• new 
_·ea \vit.h a rapidly grO'"> iHg population. If 

the anticipation', of those in charge at :Ylount 
ha arc n'aliscd-ancl I hope the•,· •vill be­
>n> may haw a population there of 10.000 or 
20,000 persons. Well. there i 1 onlv one hotel 
at Mount Isa. Will that be sufficient to cope 
with the d<omand for a• commodation that 
will be made upon it as the fio!d progresses? 
1£ thP Govennncnt are going to follow the 
pradice of crcittinl'( a fietitioLlS Yaluc in the 
case of one hotel in order to get a o·ood sale 
for the Bnbinda hotel, whv not bec;mo hotel 
broker'? That WOllld be a new State enter­
prise. The Government could .'ell hotels and 
.rnake thousands of pouncL4. All they have to 
do is to 11ao;s a Bill constihtting the Treasurer 
the licensing court-as the~7 a'i·e doing under 
this Brll. H a.-ing seen red that nmvr. thev 
could proceed to tie the hancls of the conr't 
altogether-as the:v ar0 doing in this case­
for six vcars. \VIw could thev not say to the 
people In a ~iYen (listrict: "\Ye a·1·e ·putting 
you under the LiquQr Act: '"c are giving 
you the same right a~ \Vas denied to ~'OU in 
the Babincb area when loc~l option polls 
were initiated previously. IV<> are giving 
you the right to initiate a poll: but. we are 
going to depart from the provisions of the 
Art, the provisions of justice. bv refusing 
to recognise the power of th0 cou;·t. If :-·ou 
say that new 11cen;;:es sha11 be giYen. we, as 
the Gon,rnment, will adopt the same attitude 
as '\ 0 Brc taking at Babinda. \Yh{'reas the 
rnurt mav have determined that two or three 
or mor0 -licenses Ylere rf'CCiired to n1cet the 
requirements of the district, •w prOJ;ose to do 
~<1mething 0lse--,yp ~1·ropo'>: to rnake the 
Trcaeurer the court"' Of course. if the Go­
Yerntncnt ~.tve the right to the peuple in the 
Babincla .district to take a poll under the 
Liquor Act, thev might lmwr the price of this 
hotel: 1.ttt the point I want to make is that. 
hY giving th:s rnonopoly and 1naking another 
fr-w thousanrls pounds by that means, thC'y 
nre practical!~' >ne-cking tlv Liquor Act a' 
the onlv protection cnjo,-ccl hy the pcopk of 
Qnrensland . .,,·ho under it. are the onh· detcr­
Jnining factor as to the creation 'of r! ~w 
license~. 

The hon. member for Km·ilpa eo icl he could 
not understand '''hY there should be an;u 
o~1po,ition to this B.ill. 

::\Ir. FnY : T did not "" y th t. 

'\Ir. c:tTOPFOHD: I have him there. \Vhv 
~hou ld there be an'"' rP~trictlcn of thP right's 
o£ the peopl0, an~: brcnkinp.: do\\'11 of ihejr 
opportunitv to ;ay whether licc·nses shall be 
granted• \Yh,· should the,- not be placed 
~n ihc s-"111P lf'V01 a~ othc:r p('op1f' {n the 
State? The GoYNllment propo<e to off.cr 
for sale a hotel in respect of '"hich they 
ha.-e crcotPd a fictitious value. It is pro· 
posed to grant a monopoly for six YEar,<, 
placinl! it bc.-om1 the reasm!ablc pocsibility 
of any indi.-irLirtl to buy. 

Tl1" TRE\SrRFR: The L tl our GoYernn1ent 
crcatf'cl that rnonopol:_v. 

1\Ir. STOPFORD: The Labour Go,ern­
ment created the monopoly for the State: 
but that is no justification fm the ;1rcoent 
Government di~posing of it to a priYate 
individual. I think I have made that ''llffi­
ciently clear. I pointed out that tlw State 
conld exercise a monopoly that it won]cl be 
unwi'e !o give tc an individual. The Go­
vernment propose- to haricl m·er thi- monopoly 
for the enjoyment of an individual, and that 

is my objection. Common son'c dictates that 
!he only buyer for a venture of thio- descrip­
tion could be the wholesale liquor people 
of North Queensland ; and I for one object 
to their having something that ,-ill give 
them control over the liquor interest in a 
large area of our most fertile land. I do 
not suppose that our objections ,,-ill weigh 
.-ery much with the Government; lJut at 
least we shall be able to tell the public 
that tl:lc· Government attempted to sell some­
thing that they did not possecs, and. in ordPr 
to obtarn that benefit, they broke down 
one of the oldest traditions of British jus· 
tice l•y interfering with the court n.nd by 
a llo1.ving the Trcasurr~r to issn'- a liquor 
licen,e kr a period of tweh·e months. The 
matter will then come under the review of 
the court. 

Thr~ GoYEl Ln10nt prnposc to tie the !land . .;, 
of th•lt court for a :"·riod of six yea1s. They 
propose to g+re to sornc lucky indivjduB.l 
a mon<>J>Ol,;- fc;:· six years, which will enable 
him to exploit the public, make profii.s. and 
defy th(· <·curt set up to deal with these 
matters. 

Mr. BARBER (Bnndaberg): There is one 
phase of this question which so far I have 
not heard discussed. As a resident of a 
sugar district fur a large number of years, 
I want to ooint out to the Treasurer the ill­
effect that th2 go-as-you-please methods of 
selling " booze " to workers have on indus· 
try. In the sugar districts in the old days, 
and to some extent at the present time, the 
interference "ith the operations of the sugar 

season was largely attributable to the quantity 
of drink that men could obtain on a Satur­
day night and anti] c,,.tain hours on every 
other night in the wcPk. One of the great 
menaces which I beJi,cve will affect the 
indn,trv if this hotel is sold to a private 
individual will be that the worker no longer 
""ill have protedion. As you know, Mr. 
Sneaker mo-;t of our lcgislatim.1 is passed 
f~r the purpose of protecting the individual 
from himself. In the davs to which I refer, 
>vhcn the mills cor mcnccd v-.·ork at 12 o'clock 
on Sunda-,' nigh+. times out of nmnber they 
were held un owing to the incapa l>ility of 
the men to ·net to the onteide mills. their 
jnabilitv belr~~ < n1~ed by getting· too much 
"booze." on tlH' Saturday anrl oft<'!l on the 
Sundav, \Yhich !11C'ant that the mc1J, were 
held ~ll on sornf' ocrasions for hd 1f a. ; hift, 
t~nd so

1

mPtirnes for a \.Yholc shift. 
It sf'f :!11S to mC' that. since th~ establish­

ment of the Be !'inch Stetc hotel, fairly 
effective protection has been given the 
workers because drink of rerrsonably 
good qualit,y has been sold. _You know, 
~Ir. Spcahr, that I have no trm: fOI: t~e 
trade at all. I am dead up agamst rt m 
r;Yerv shape or form. Some people sav there 
js gOod ''booze " and bad " booze." bnt~ to 
m<' it is all bad "booze." '\Vb~t snrpnses 
me is the friyo]ous mannm· in which the 
Trc::tsurcr-who is a brothrr " 1YO\\'.:er" of 
n;ino-(! ,nghtPr)-treats this mntter. I was 
~1upr;~rrl nt thf' 1ig-ht and frivolous manner 
in which he did so. I am sorry for the 
Treasuror. It may be that, hwin~ g-ot into 
office again. he finds himself dri.-en .to 
distraction bv the demands made on hrm 
by his DE'\Y 'snpporters-,.vizards of finance 
and capte.ins of indmtry-for the extravagant 
expenditure of public funds. \Vhat is the 
rc:sult? First of all, the hon. gentleman 
attempted to inaug·urate a verbal stadium, 
aided and abett(cl by the hon. n1f'mber for 

JJI1·. Barbm·.] 
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Bric bane, at the opening function of the Can­
berra ho,tel. (Laughter.) His next slip-and 
when he gets on to the slippery-slip it is very 
eo y to slip-was when he started to go to 
the races. (Laughter.) It seems to me that 
l slmll have to start a special prayer meeting 
in the interests of the Treasurer. (Renewed 
laughter.) But that is by the way. This 
i:-, a serious n1attcr. I understand that since 
the c·-tablishment of this hotel men who will 
ha1·e their little "toddy" or "wee drap" have 
lr en 11ble to get drink at the Babinda 
Sr tA hotel \Yhich is fairly passable, and do 
not do as was their cnstom TYhen they pur­
e!Jased liquor from private sources. I h"ve 
not been in that di ;trict since 1892, hut I 
understand that a1uund the mill, and not 
far di,tant from the hotel. there has been 
built up a ver,v fine and prosperous town. 
A number of workers. particularly those 
who are permanent employees at tbe Babinda 
mill, have made their homes there; but 
one can roncei ve ''hat is going to be the 
effect. following on the experience of the 
old days under the old system, when the 
monopoly for selling liquor in that area 
passes to a private monopoly ! vVhat is to 
be the effect, not only upon those men but 
upon their families and the township 
generally? Under the system operating at 
tlw presen~ time these men are largely pro­
tected ag-amst themselves ; but if the Govern­
ment sell the hotel to a private individual 
who has nothing in view but his own per­
sona I aggrandisement on the "' get-rich­
quick " basis, and he will not be particular 
unless the '·.John Hop" closelv supervises 
him. there will be a rover".ion 'to the con­
ditions which obtained in the earlv davs 
a!ld to the holding up of the industrv. · 

Hvn. gontlemo'" sitting on the Govern­
ment benches hayo alw<t~-s directed remarks 
to members of the L>.bour Partv on the 
iniquity of di, locatin~· industrv. That 
industry should be lmng up in .1iw wa,- is 
bad; and I am convinced that the act or' the 
Treasurer, supportPd as he is by pmctically 
every member on the Government side, will 
simply mean placing in the hands of the 
person '-' ho purcha.,c· _ the Babinda hotel the 
right to >·f'll full and plont::- " booze " to 
tlw workers of the district. with the resul­
tant effect that the efficiencY of the workers 
wiJJ be affected. I protest against the mce.sure 
With all the vehenwnro I can command. If 
!he!'e is ono thing I am really sorr,y about, 
It IS that a man like t.he Treasurer with 
his bo,lsted principles, should be compelled, 
at the behest of Government members to 
place himself in thr unpleasant positio~ of 
selling a hotel which has boon a great pro­
tection to thousands of men. I am shocked 
at the Tre,.,surf'r's attitude; but much more 
am I rlisgnstod with the action of the Go­
vernm_ont, whose rnoth_o(!s can only mean a 
revPrsion to the conditions "\V hen "'booze " 
"·as flowing like the Barron Falls. (Laugh­
ter.) 1t "as then that men were unable 
to take up shift VY?rk at the appointed ti1ne 
_,, hon tno work m both the mill and the 
field suffered materiallv. I am shocked yet 
I an1 sorrv. V ' 

Mt. Em~:AhLS: Y on ought to he shocked 
at yourself. 

Mr. BARBER: This hotel has saved 
hur:?reds o,~ men from going adrift so far 
as booze 1s concerned. Had there been 
the free ami easy "go" which the methods 
,of the present Government are. out to create, 
the sngrtr indnstry would have been irrepar­
ably damaged. 

[Mr. Barber. 

J\Ir. BEDFORD (WarrPgo): The pl'o);osal 
to sdl the bbte hotel is only once ple.nk of 
the prograume of gettinc; rid of State enter­
prise" ut any price-the lO'-' er the price 
they bring the better the deal the Govern­
lncnt is rnaking. Xow, if we consider the 
l'f'"ult~ of the 8t1.te onh.rpris0s. excepting 
onlY the State ~tations. \Ye find that all haYe 
pai·rl interest and £122,361 6s. 10d. out of 

to Consolidated R.cYlnue and Trust 
tlh: analysed fif:Cln·es being--

f\tat0 butcher chom 
R.ailwav rr-fre,:;:hnu;_nt-rooms 
Ba bincltt he"- I 

£ 
35.~v0 
82,361 
5,000 

·'· rl. 
0 0 
6 10 
0 0 

In addition. the raihYav u~fresh1nent-roon1s 
had .:c surplus of £13,244, and the State 
hotel at Babinda ha> a surplus of £3,!)15_ 
Six out of f.:CVf n State ~~nt·.•rprisc~-St. t.3 

but('hcr shops, State Produce ~4.genry. rail­
way rcfre~hment-rooms, St3,tc hotel, State 
fi-h supply. an,j Shte ea mcry--showecl 
profits "s follow :-

Year ended 30th June-

1926 
1927 
1928 

£ 
22.043 
24.500 
22,000 

It \Yiq be ren;.on1berell that the Treasurer 
\V<l~ Ycr.v Enwh in evidence in 1911 in making 
the Babinda area -a prohibited area for the 
'><le of liquor. As the rowlt oi that, r. con 
clition of ;~(fair.-< accrnPd 'vhich the "wov,r. 
ser " would prdor to the direct and proper 
sale of alcohol under proper '<a±·~gua,·d.:; Ctr,d 
b,- the State. 

\Vith a certain class of "wo11·scr" the 
scandal is gTeatcr than the sin; and the 
re,ult is that vou find millions. or at !east 
hundreds of then; -ands, of American prohibi­
tionist~ who quite condone the fact that 
thousands Df people sell bad liquor rang-ing 
from methylated spirits to embalming fluid, 
11·hich latter killed fifb-en men in Brooklvn on 
one g-enial Christmas Eve. Evcr:vbodv l~noW8 
that--the g-encrcd objections to t'he e~tahlish­
ruent of a State hotel ·were n1ostlv voiced, not 
b:;- the travelling ;)nblic, not by the people 
who wore going to patronise this hotel, but by 
the wholesc, :o 1rine and spirit merchant,, who 
were making a greater profit out of selling 
to the s1y-grog f'hopkcepcr. It. is rtuite 
nndcrstandablo that a large portion of the 
dectoratPs han' a fairly big vote in which 
the ideal candidate is one made on the lines 
of the Treasurer-a man made up of half a 
c!Dzon texts. all the me~ner virtues. 1 cwt. of 
>--twdust.. and three buckets of watu. (Laugh­
ter.) 

In tho case of Babinda. the State hoto] 
charges >vere 33 per cent-_ less than those 
charged in Cairns. The control of liquor \Ya" 
such that any worker who had a bad "hang­
o•·cr" on the Monday was not served, in ordc-· 
that the work at the mill should not suffer. 
:\1ostly this is a ;;enoral dc,ire on the part. 
of th-e Go.-ornmcnt t l make eycn the be'r 
work of tlH~ late GoYernment so bad that it 
"·ill condone their inal1ilih- to fulfil th,, 
numerous promises that they gave at the 
election; and this may also be part of th­
desire of the S+ "retarv for Labour and 
Indw:;try for a r1Aange ~of heart in n1any 
dirPctions. AftE·r he decided that the change 
of heart should happen in such a way that 
the whoio of the he ut could not possibly 
sun-iYe, he wa·, pre·,cntcJ with a bunch of 
purple and white sweet peas and ferns. signi­
fying his purity: and he went away looking 
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liLo the leading lady in a Par -cc wedding in 
Bombay. If it is nor a change of heart. at 
least the sale of the butcher shops meant a 
change of meat and a du:nge of prlcc:s. In 
many of these State butcher shops YYhich 
hayo been converted to priYate enterprise, 
wlH .-e once meat of the highest qualit\ was 
soH .. you now see cow beef-stuff so black that 
they have to put rosy electric lights on it in 
order that it mav affc<'t the blush of innocent 

:•oud1. Presumably also the Scc­
[5 p.m.·J retarv for Labour and Industrv 

decided that a change of hear:t 
was pcs,ible to him bocausp he knew that no 
mental bctternwnt was poss·ible. All we did in 
the way of providing public utilities for the 
p •ople-which not only paid in themsclvP' 
hut which also yielded an indirect profit to 
the public by keeping down private cntcr­
pri5e prices·-vvill justify us 'vhen v:e aro 
returned to power in re-establishing them on 
such lines as they were est a blish<>d before, 
and we shall prove more abunclRntly than we 
have alrr,:tdy done that Socialism is all right 
and practicable. We haYe benefited bv the 
mistakes we have made, and we will re-estab­
lish the''' necessary utilities. \Ye know that 
?-S soon as ·we return to po,vcr-bccause we 
must be returned to power as soon as the 
public become sane again-·whcn we return 
to the Governmmlt benches, these industries 
will be re-established on a firmer footing 
than before. 

The SRCRET ARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDL:'STRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Snndgate). 
in reply: There are one or hm points I think 
in fairnns I should replY to~particularly 
those raised by the Deputv Leader of the 
Opposition. They are really only arguments 
which are manufactured-there is no basis 
for them. 

T~Ir. SroPFORD : Like the license you are 
selling. 

The SECRETARY FOR L'IBOUR AND 
I:"\D1JSTRY: They arc arguing that, 
because we contemplate doing something in 
rqard to this hotel, the people of Babinda 
wiil be worse off. That is a ·weak argument, 
be~ause, for all the vears this hotel has been 
in operation. they 'never for one moment 
thought of the people in regard to giving 
thorn more facilitie:-. It ·did not dawn on 
them that more hotels YYere nccdod-thev had 
a monopoly. Here is the late Home Secre­
tary sayin[l' that they do not think so now. 
\Ye had the Leader of the Opposition inter­
jecting that he intended to moYe an amend­
ment, if it were necessary. 

Mr. STOPFORD: You arc doing an immoral 
thing by selling a State mo1wpol:-· to a 
prn·ate person. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOL:R A:\'D 
1:\DUSTRY: Tho people in the Babinda 
area w~ll be no worse off. If they complain, 
they wrll get an opportunity to haYe a !Joll 
Hnd hon. members opposite LJntinued ~vitlt 
their policy. the people in the area yyould 
11ever have got a poll; but under our policy 
they will get a poll. 

Another extraordinarv statement the 
Deputy Loader of the Opposition made was 
that they could not control the foreign ele­
ment-throwing aspersions on the foreign 
dement. (Opposition interruptions.) 

Mr. HYNES: I hope you will hrrw a better 
·-•ense of responsibility than trying to stir up 
xacial strife at election time. 

Tlw S:C:CRETARY FOR LABOUR L\.ND 
INDCSTRY: He spoke of "the foreigu 
cle1ucnt.'' I ncv,_r rai:3ed this question at 
an; but the Deputy Lea-der of the OppOSI­
tion made a strong point of it. He said that 
the foreign clemLnt was an undc,rirable 
ch'ment. 

Mr. VI". FoaGAN S1IITII: He never said that. 
A GoYERN}lENT ::'.IE:IIBER: He inferred it. 
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 

INDUSTRY: What did he mean then, if he 
said i'hat t~cat elemenl could not be con­
trotled '! 

illr. SroPFORD : Private enterprise would 
not stop a(. anything in selling liquor for 
profit. 

The SECRELl.RY FOR LABOUR AND 
I~DUSTRY: What did the Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition mean when he said they 
could nut c .,ntrol the foreign element? It 
1neans that' the hon. n1embGr regards those 
people as an undesirable body needing some 
special control. The hon. member has only 
just realised that. 

:Mr. STOPFORD: That is your interpretation. 
The SECRETARY FOR LABO'GR A~D 

I~DUSTRY: I sav that we can just as 
effectively control e1:erY element in the com­
munity by exercis;ng our powers under the 
Liquor Act as we can control them by a 
Government hotnl. If we could not control 
them, why did the late GoYernment not estab­
lish a State hotel in the Tully area when they 
had an opportunity of doing so? 

Mr. PEASE: I told 0·ou why. 
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 

INDUSTRY: There is a foreign clement 
there also. The hon. member tried to make 
a strong point by saying that the foreign 
element in this area needed controllmg; 
yet the late GoYPrnment regarded it as 
iu~eessn rv to grant. licenBL3 to private persons 
in another sugar area, where there a·rc also 
large nu1nbers of foreigners. 

Mr. PEASE: \Ye made it possible for the 
court to give them. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
IND'GSTRY: \Yh:-· did :,·ou not cstabii'h a 
Rtate hotel there, if the object was to co"tnl 
the foreign ·elernent? 

Mr. PEASE: I told you ,,·hy. vVe could 
not finanrc it. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A:ND 
INDUSTRY: The hon. member now 
ccdvances the "·eak argument that they could 
not finance it. The"~~ were able to finance 
other schmnC1-\\·ild schemes. A hotel would 
east on! v a fc,·; thousand pounds ; they 
financed· otl11:fr undertakings to the F"\:tent 
of million> of pounds. So that argumPnt 
does not carrv them yery far. The simple 
fact is that thev realised that in another 
~ugar area, \Yhcfe thero \i\~as also a foreign 
clement, private enterprise could meet the 
demands of the people: consequently thnt 
area has a priYnte hotel. 

Mr·. PEA~E: A fmc hotel. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AJ'\D 
INDUSTRY: There is no argument in the 
hon. mernber's f3tateinent. 

Mr. PEAS"S: 'T'hcre i:· uone in yours, and 
._ ou are a rc.sponsible 1\Iinistcr. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AJ'\D 
IND'CSTRY: The hon. member asked me 
if I had read a hook called "Revelry." 
He alw s <cl that the StatP. hotel had a 

Hon. II. E. S1'zer.] 
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white chalk line drawn on the floor of the 
bar-presumably as test of :-,llLr1cty. 
Is there any conncctiou L0hvecn ., re' 'lr.~;~" 
and a white chalk line in a State i;otcl? 
That reminds 1ne iha t I ha n !Jc; rd 
that, when the State hotel ,,-J s opened at 
Ba binda by the Home Secretary of the day, 
Mr. Huxham, it 1 ·a·c, the biggest " shout" 
eyer known in Queensland. There was an 
open bar for a few hours to 'elcbra to the 
Government's entry into i he hotel business, 
so perhaps that is whore " reYelry " and the 
white chalk line come in-the police c w1o 
along, and after the reyelry the rcYellers 
had to toe the line. · 

Another argument that hon. members oppo­
site have used is in connection 1' ith the 
meals supplied by the hotel. E1 cryl·ody who 
has studied the figures knows that the only 
proGt that is marle at the Babinda hotel 
is made out of the sale of liquor. It is 
certainly not made ont o£ meals. Hon. 
1nembcrs opposite, ·who I.Yere so solicitous 
about the people getting- meals, probably 
only used that argum~nt as a sal ye for their 
temperance vie·ws: and thev oug-ht to know 
that, if we had to relv Oil meals to make 
thte venture pay, 1YO WOuld lHlY8 tO increase 
them three or fonr fold. 

Mr. PEASE: That is what private enter­
prise will do. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOL'R AND 
INDUSTRY: The hon. member knows that 
whatever will b• done in this hotel will 
HOt be any wor-:r: than i~ done ln an area 
where hi• Government permitted priYate 
enterprise to conduct a hotel. Another point 
to which I would like to refer is the argu­
!nent. I have heard one or hvo hon. members 
on the other siclo use-that tht State hotel 
sold wholesome liquor. Does not ,.,·,•ry ltotel 
~ell 1vholesome liquu·; 

An OPPOSITION 2\IrmBER: No. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABO"l'R AND 
INDUSTRY: Tlwn ,-hy not prosecutp them? 
Hon. members ,, ere in po1. er and had the 
opportunity of doing so: I arn only using 
that argurrwnt to shuw holY einnt-, are the 
argumce1ts of hon. members opposite. All 
-I can say is that. if the elrdor- of Mount 
}1organ or anyboch· else sold extraordinary 
concoctions. the} could be mad·· to na' the 
penalt•· juet the a me as anvbocl,, oh-e.· The 
fact- is that all liquor legi.tiaca:,,h, <uLl is 
wholrson1c bocanse it is c<c ·~·rdiJ-:L_ tn a 
standard and subjPct tJ ill~P:>c·tion, a:ncl that 
inspection will continue to he made. 
Th~n I heard a verv cxteaordinarv arg-u, 

ment adranced in conncdion with the slv­
grog business. How do hon. members oppo­
site holding temperance views r0econcile their 
arguments with those advanced in connection 
with the sly-grog' bminess' Did the la to 
Government fail to enforce the law" Did 
they display negligence in their administra­
tion of that bunch of th~ law? 

}1r. WINSTANLEY: Yon cannot enforce the 
law in Bric;hanc. 1vhcrc there j, a lot of sh·­
grog selling going on. :\ E'YL'r n1ind the 
Babinda area. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOFR AND 
I::"[DUSTRY: It is extraordinary to suggest 
that th<'re will be an extPnsion' of the slv­
grog business merely bec.1US<? the Governmel1t 
propose to transfer the control of this hotel 
to someone else. I have sho,,vn conclnsively 
that the disposal of the hotel will not be a 
menace to the com1nunitv. Provi~ion is n1ade 
for other hotels to be established in thco area. 

[Hon. H. E. Sizer. 

T\1r. STOPFORD: You are granting :t 
n1onopoly fo1· six years. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: The present law was fostered 
by the hon. gentleman. 

Tl'rr. STOPFORD : I never ga vo a Treasurer 
a liquor license. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: The arguments of hon. mem­
bers opposite amount to hollo\v criticism. 
At the pre-sc,sional meeting of the Opposi­
tion Partv, the Leader of the Opposition 
announced. that the party had decided to­
oppose the l0gislation of the Government; 
and that \Yas done before they had any idea 
of the rharactf'r of the legislation we would 
introdnce. 

Mr. \V. FcmGAK SiliiTH: You are talking 
absolute arrant rot and nonsense. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: I am not talking rot. I can 
produce the statement, and I will produce 
the statement. The Leader of the Opposi­
tion simplo;- said thott the Labour Party 
intended to oppose the legislation of the 
Government· and he made that statement 
before he kn'cw the nature of the legislation. 
He sai-d, in effect, that, if we said a thing 
was right, they would say it was wrcng, 
quite irresprctive of the will of the com­
munity. 

I listened also to the rather humorcu' 
member for \Van·ego. I rather enJOY the 
hon. member. because I think he is always 
1Yorth listening to. He is fortunate, becau''~ 
some daY he mav find it necessary to employ 
his humour as a"means of livelihood. I banc 
paid considerable. sums. of m of.' C.'" and have 
been frightfully drsappomted wrth very much_ 
less at a theatre. The hon. member made 
th~ astounding statement that in the future 
the Labour Party proposed to prove that 
Socialism could succeed. ;'\:1y word, it does 
nee'd a now effort! Their first attempt cost 
the State millions of pounds. 

Mr. PEASE: The first attempt was the Com­
monwealth Bank. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A::\D 
IJ\'DUSTRY: The first attempt, to my know­
ledge, was when a gentleman of the same 
calibre as the hon. member for vVarrego 
went to Paraguay; but' that Yenturc prGvod 
unprofitable and they got . out. That was 
whv the hon. gentleman d1d not go. The 
Labour Partv c·ertainh' need something to 
Lolster up thei" pet ideal, because it has been 
a tragedY to this State. They all know that 
it has been a tragedy; and, It the secm:d 
attempt is to be anything like the first, then 
I am sorrv for the people of Queensland. 
'V c now h:ivc a definite asauranc.: from the 
Opposition that they will not be deterrei by 
their poet failnres, but at the first oppor­
tunity v·ill "n1ake it a \velter." and will ''"~n:~e 
millions of pounds of the .neoplc's n;oney m 
an endeaYour tn reYiYe their orry fa1lures of 
th<' past fourteen years. It is yery illuminat­
ing to haYe that statement-cue that wrll 
assist in ke<•;Jing this Govcrn1ncnt in pow~t 
for manv. nHlny vcars to come. 

ThPre is nothing in the argument hich ~he 
Opposition h.-w raised that every se<ctwn 
in the Liquor Act ,,, ill be smashed at Babmda 
vi·hcn tht~ 3tuto et:ases to control the hotel. 
The obennnc<' of the law tlwre was a farce. 
The lat.0 GovL\l'lnnent IT!ado jt a farce. vv~ 
are placing- the Babinda hotel on a basis. 
whereby it •--ill operate with all other hotels 
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m the State, and be amenable to the liquor 
laws of the State. The hotel will pass into 
the• hands of the highest bidder. There will 
be no political sop in ito sale. 

Another point raised by the Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition was that it \Yas necessary 
for the State to have control of the hotel 
in times of industrial upheaval: but-and he 
knows it-the State can deal effectively with 
ncry hotel in times of industrial upheavaL 
V\7 e do not need to have State control to 
make a hotel amenable to the desires of 
the GovernmPnt. All that is JleCPssarv in 
times of industrial trouble is for the' Go­
w·rnment to issue a proclamation and all 
hotels, whether controlled bv the' State or 
otherwise, must obey. The1:dore, there is 
no argument on that point. The Opposition 
nrc opp~sing. this n1easure bectnse they see 
that, w1th 1ts passage, another of their 
socialistic idols will have gone by the board­
and the sooner more have gone the better it 
will be for Queensland. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
scmnd time-put,; and the House divided;-

~1r. 

ri~. 
:l!r. 

Mr. 

AYES, 38. 

Ann and Mrs. Long1nan 
Atherton :V!r. ::V!acgroarty 
Barnes, G. P. Maher 
Barnes, W. H. Maxwell 
Bell J\foore 
Brand ::'.:Iorgan 
Clayton Xinuno 
Costello Peterson 
Daniel Plunkett 
Deacon Roberts 
Dun lop Ru .oelJ, H. 
Edwards Ru~::;;ell, w. 
Fry Sizer 
Griln:;;tone Swayne 
Hill Tedman 
. lamieson Tozer 
Kerr Walker, H. 
Kerwin Walker, J. 
King ., 1Varren 

Tellers: Mr. Kerr and i\Ir. :lfaher. 

Bedford 
Bow 
Bruce 
Collins 
Conroy 
Dash 
Foley 
Hanlon 
Hanson 
Hynes 
Tellers: 

l\OES, 19. 
::VIr. Jones 

Kirwan 
PAase 
Smith 
Stop ford 
Weir 
WPJiington 
\Vilson 
Winstanley 

Mr. Bruce and 3t1r. Hanson. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

}!, 
A. 

F. 
E. 

Consideration oE the Bill in Committee 
mule an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

RAILWAY SUPERA~NUATIO:'\' I:\'YES­
TIGATION BOARD BILL 

SECOND RE'DING. 

·'The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Gorlfrey Morgan . .llurilla); In intro­
ducing this measure the Government are 
fulfilling a promise made to the electors 
durin(i the recent camnaign. For fifteen 
years or more the ra ihyay en1ployees of 
the State have been verv anxious to obtain 
the benefits accruing fro;n n measure of this 
description, but, unfortunately, owing to 
varied ren.sons, up to the pr .. sent they have 
b~:en unsuccef-sful. The previous GoYernment 
had this mattei' before them continuously, 
deputation after deputation waiting not only 

upon the then Secretary for Railways but 
also upon the Premier of the State; and 
ia almost every instance something was done 
with a view to preventing superannuation for 
railway employees becoming an accomplished 
fact. 

At 5.25 p.m., 
The CHAIR1L\:>1 OF CmnnTTEES (Mr. T. H. 

Roberts, EaM 'Toowoombtt) relieved the 
Speaker in the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
think it would be only right for me briefly 
to recapitulate what has happened during 
the past fourteen or fifteen years in connec­
tion with the desire on the part of railway 
employees to secure a superannuation 
scheme. 

This question has been raised from time to 
time during many years past, and various 
schemes submitted by employees or their 
representatives have been submitted, but 
rejected as being actuarially and financially 
unsound. In September, 1911, the then Com­
missioner appointed a committee of railway 
officers to draw up a scheme, and on 4th 
March, 1912, the Commissioner submitted the 
committee's scheme, which was similar to 
that operating on the New South \Vales 
railways, but it was decided that the matter 
must be held over until the Public Serv1ce 
Superannuation Bill then under considera­
tion was presented to the House. 

In July, 1915, the matter was again urged 
by a deputation from the various trade 
Pnions, which \vaited upon the late Hon. 
J. Adamson (then Secretary for Railways), 
and Cabinet decided that the question must 
" remain under consideration for the pre­
sent." In :March, 1916, a deputation waited 
upon the Premier (the late Hon. T. J . 
Ryan) who replied that he was aware of 
the benefits that would accrue from super­
annuation, which tended to retain the best 
men in the service, and he promised to 
consult the Secretary for Railways. Cabinet 
then decided to refer all the papers to the 
newly-appointed Insurance Commissioner 
(the late Mr. Goodwyn) with a request that 
he would receive a deputation from the 
railway service. Mr. Goodwyn subsequently 
suggested that a small committee be formed, 
but !atf~r recommended that the several 
'chemcs put forward be referred to an out­
'ide acturrrv. :vir. Bremner. of Sydney, was 
chosen, and he reported that all the schemes 
cuhmitted were unsound, including one 
similar to that of the London and North 
\Vestern Railway Company, which Mr. Brem­
ncr etated had been reported by one of the 
company'' directors to show a defwit in 1905 
of £1,200,000. 

On ht August. 1917, a deputation waited 
upon the late Hon. J. H. Coynf', who was 
then Secretarv for Railways, who stated that 
il might be .. desirable for the railway and 
public service to come under one schemP ~ 
but as the public sen·ice schnno was thought 
too' exacting, he had no objection to the 
railway proposal being submitted to an out­
side actuary. 

On 9th September. 1919, a local deputati<Jn 
waited upon the Hon. J. Huxham (Home 
Secretary) when in Rockhampton urging the 
matter, and :Mr. Huxham stated-

" He "ante cl to see a contented ser­
vice, and if the scheme tended towards 
satisfaction, the Government would 
grapple with it." 

Hon. Godfrey 111 organ.] 
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On 20th October, 1919, the then Secretary 
for Railwa:,s (Hon. J. A. Fihclly) rcceiveC! 
a deputation frorn yarious unions stn:.ssing 
the need for superannuation; but Mr. 
Fihcllv stated that, while the Government 
""('1'8 sympathetic, he did not see tho utility 
of appointing an actuary until the Govcrn­
nwnt's probable liability had been decided, 
but that a scheme would be welcomed 
whereby men 'Yho had reach~d advanced 
years would retiro in comfort. 

On 7th Jnly, 1920, thG Hon. J. Larcombe 
received a deputation and stated the matter 
would be placed before Cabinet, and Mr. 
Goodwyn, Insurance Commissioner, was asked 
to formulate a scheme. Mr. Good''' "I"ll subse­
quently reported against the rail\vay pro­
posal, and recommended that an outside 
actuary's advice be obtained, stating, inter 
alia, that-

" Schemes drawn up by inexperienced 
persons having no Actuarial ki10wledge 
or experience of pension funds are 
extremely dangerous, and their adoption 
would be liable to land the Government 
in very heavy financial responsibilities." 

f5.30 p.m.] 
On 9th August, 1920, a deputation from the 

Guards' Association waited upon Mr. 
Larcombe at Rockhampton, and was informed 
that, when a scheme was drawn up, the 
matter would be considered further. 

On 18th November, 1920, an Australian 
Workc.rs' Union deputation from Ipswich 
waited upon the Minister, and expressed its 
objection to the principle of superannuation 
to railway employees alone, as it considered 
the scheme should be put up for the whole of 
the workers and not for onB particular sec­
tion, considering the contemplated scheme 
\1 ould mean tying employees to the railway 
servic~. The Minister replied that superan­
nuation for railwav workers had been 
approved by Cabinet". but he would convey 
the objection then raised to the Cabinet. 

On 19th April, 1922, thB Commissioner, 
writing to the Minister, stated the superan­
nuation question had been raised again, 
though it was not certain that the employees 
were unanimous in the 1natter, a large 
number of them being young men who appa­
-rently did not appreciate the benefits to be 
<:!Ni1·ed, as did the older employees with 
ynrs of service. The Commissioner stated 
he was strongly in fav~ur of superannauation 
on a compulsory basrs, and recommended 
that Mr. Bremner prepare a suitable scheme 
to which employees should contribute. with a 
pro ,rata subsidy from the Government. (The 
recommendation "as approved, Mr. 
Bremner's final report being received in 
April, 1924.) 

On 15th May, 1922, tbe Minister informed a 
deputation from the goods and audit branches 
and Engine-drivers' Association that on the 
eve of the last election the Government defi­
nitely committed itself to a ·railway superan­
nuation s0heme, and that after the election 
a scheme was included in the Governor's 
Speech, but subsequently the Queensland 
Raihv,1•.· Union (now the Australian Railway 
Gnion) had expressed its objection to the 
scheme, thereby making the matter rather 
difficult and embarrassing. 

:'-Jotwithstanding the fact that the then Go­
vernment supported the scheme in their policy 
speech, aud also in the Governor's Speech, 
nothing further was done in the matter on 
that. particular cccasion. 

{_ffon. Codfrey ilforgan. 

Mr. KIR\YAX: The railwavmen could not 
agree ilmong themselvcs. Are you going to 
force it on thLm? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
.'hall. perhaps, be able later to give the 
reasons why the railwaymen could not agree 
among then1selves. 

The matter \Yas. thcrdore, allowed to 
stand over, though 1\Ir. Larcombe stated that 
if the railway employees, through their 
respective exccuti-rcs, \VOuld n1eet, discuss the 
matter. and agree to support a scherne, the 
Government could then frame legislation to 
include the adopted scheme, but unanimity 
vvas B3sential. 

"The Daily Shndard" of 22nd June, 1922, 
quoted the following adverse resolution 
passed by the Australian Railway" Union 
Council:-

,, That the council opposes any scheme 
of superannuation which is only opHrative 
on condition that the worker shall be the 
slave of on( employer, such as any 
scheme applying to railwaymen would 
necessarily be. We express the belief 
that provision should be made for the 
maintenance of workers who, through 
disablement or old age, are unable to pro­
vi-de far themseh-es; but we affirm that 
this is a citizen right and not a job 
right, and that the funds necc·;san- for 
such purpose should be provided from 
the profits of industry, and not in any 
part 'irom the wages of the workers; and 
that a repr{'sentatiYe from this eoun,~il 
attend the proposed mass meeting." 

It will he seen that in regard to that par­
ticular matter the members of the Australian 
Railwrr,~s l:nion eventually passed that reso­
lution, which again prevented any further 
action on the part of tho Government. 

On lOth July, 1'922, a mass meeting of 
emplo:,-ees was held in the Centennial IIall, 
at which speeches for and against superan­
nuation were rnade. and a motion in favour 
of the scheme was declared c·.trried on a 
show of hands. An amendment proposed by 
:V1r. Valentine. that the scheme be not under 
Government control. that it be self-support­
ing. and prm-ide for all worker,, was not 
accepted, and was subsequently withdrawn. 

In April. 1924, ?,Ir, Bremner's report was 
received, and provided for­

(a) ::\ormal pension; 
(b) Breakdown pension; 
(e) \Yidow's pension; 

the then contributions being assessed as 
approximately £120,000 from employees and 
a similar amount from the Government. 1'\o 
decision was given to this report. 

On 14th May. 1925, representatives of the 
Amalrramated Engineering Union and Aus­
tralia'll Federated Union uf Locomotive 
Enginemen, representing the Railway 
Superannuation Committee, intcniewcd the 
Commissioner, .and subsequently presented a 
scheme which was submitted to Mr. 
Bremner, who stated it was unsuitable. 

In 1928 Mr. Bremner was again asked to 
propound a scheme base-d more upon t]1at 
operating in the Queensland public serviCe, 
but -with alternative subsidie' from the Go­
vernment of £10.000, £20,000, £30,000, 
£40,000. and £50.000 per annum. 

In February last the president and vic~­
prl·,id0nt of the Railway Transport Council 
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~iniPn~iewcrl the late Premier, the Hon. V{. 
:VI (_'.-nmaek, and the following is extracted 
;from the minutes of that deputation:-

" After furrher discussion the Premier 
13nggeQted that the council wait on 
the Minister for Rail" a vs (Hon. J. 
Lnrcombf', :\l.L.A.) de·,iring him to bring 
thq, matter before Cabinet and request 
the Government to SCl\Ln·e the sen·iceo of 
a suitable actuary to go into the whole 
;.'home. find out •:hether it would be 
feasible, and what it would cost the Go­
Yt'rnrncnt to give any sort of reFsonable 
scheme. 1t could then he submitted 
direct to the railway employees, and the 
concurrence of about two-thirds of their 
number would bo necessary. This would 
mean imposing the schmn~ on about one­
third of those who arc to come under it. 
It would be a big job, and would cost the 
Government, perhaps, £400 or £500 to 
have a thorough investigation. but it 
would be necessarv to have some definite 
scheme to submit to the men." 

It will be seen that the last proposal agreed 
to b:, the late Premier, Mr. W. 1\l[cCo·rmack, 
is practically on all-fours with the Bill now 
before us. 

\\·hen thi proposal was before the Com­
Jnittee at anothe~· ::-tage hon. 111emLers on 
the other sicl0 criticised the Government for 
bringing in a Bill to appoint a board The' 
1'en.son why \VC 1hought .it arh~~c1blo to hring 
in a Bill in this form was to faeibtate 
·Itl ttersJ SD that, If i i1n bO'i r:1 coHld :-aggc•st 
n --chPme \Yhich w::ntlc1 rac0t v;itll the hPlJl'O­
val of thP work~rs generally the Govern­
ment might be ir. a position to give effect 
to it without any dehy. The Bill states defi­
nitely that. when the scheme io propounded, 
the Governinl?nt 1na.7 bring it into operation 
without submitting it to this IIouse-of 
-course. after haYing s•1bmitted it to the rail~ 
wa,v "·orkers for their approYal. and after 
fir;:ling that they arc' s'ltisfed and that the 
·Conunissioner for Raihvavs and the Govern­
ment themselves, as representing the people, 
arc ~atis-ficd 'vith it. 

l\Ir. DABH: Government by regulation. 

The SECRE'L\RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
No. The GoYernwent mav submit tho 
Bche:ne to thi' Home for approval; but, if 
it hae met with thP approval of all con­
·ccrnPd. wbv delav for another twelve 
n".mths? 'fh,, men arc anxious for this. 
·They should ha vc had it years ancl years 
.ago; and I me· that. if the board, repre­
E"nting the •~."ormnicsioner and the people 
of the Sta1 '. can propound a scheme that 
will meet with the approval of the railway 
'\Yorkcrs, \vhy not giYe effect to it at once? 
I do no( my that we should wait for the 
·unanimou~ rrppro.,-al of the raihn1y workers, 
because it has been distinctly shmYn that " 
section of them do not approve of a purely 
Ltilwav superannuation scheme. It has been 
said~-it m:tv not be twws to hon, members­
that the leadere of 1 hr Auetralian Railwav 
t~ nion arc opposed to a superannuatioll 
schrme bccau·J!l it will prevent men from 
striking-became they think that. if men 
who }qve bt:\en in the :~en·ice for many 
years stand to lose the total amounts they 
h n·e paid in if tbev go out on strike, they 
will thin~c twice befo:·e they take such 
action. · 

Mr. Kmy·~u; : Is that the real reason for 
the Bill? 

The SECRETc\RY FOR K-\ILWAYS: 
:For that rca,on it has been said that the 

men who control the .\nstralian Railwav 
Union at: onposl'rl to an:· form of supet:­
annuation whatever for railway \VOrkers; 
but I am giYen to und•Jrshnd~ -a>Jd I think 
I can rely upon my informants-that, gener­
ally spenkingJ the railvray W•Jrkers are 
anxlous for sorn0 fonn of supel·annuation. 
I think they nre ;ust as much entitled to it 
as other public sen-ants; and whatever 
can be done to help to bring a bout a 
scheme \Yhich will meet with the approval 
of the majority will be rlonc by this Govern­
n1cnt. 'vho desire to bring contuntrnont to the 
raih1·av workers of the State. I have, 
therEfOro, rnnrh pleasure in rnoving-~ 

" 'I hat the Bill be now read a second 
time.'' 

GovERK~IEXT l\11E~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
At 5.43 p.m., 
THE SPEAKER re~urrted the chair. 

Mr. PEASE (H, rbert): The Secretary for 
Railways did not give us very much infor­
mation in his second rf'ading speech. He 
said that the Bill was designed to carry out 
a promise made by the Government in their 
election pledges; but I would like to remind 
him that the policy on which the Govern­
ment went to the country definitely promised 
the railwav workers superannuation-not a 
board. The Government promised them 
bread; now they ar.' giving th_em a ston'.'. 
There is absolutely no necessity for this 
board which will be constituted without any 
regard to the desires of the railwaymer,t. 
\Vhy does the Minister not carry out his 
election pledge in the same way as the 
Labour Government honoured their promise 
to the police force of Queensland when they 
promised them a superannuation scheme? The 
Labour Government found themselves in the 
same difficulty. It was not possible to evolve 
a scheme suitable to all concerned, but the 
bte Premier when Home Secretary, had 
~everal confe{~ences vdth the representatives 
of the Police Union and the Commissioner 
for Police in 1921, and eventually a satisfac­
torv scheme was evolved. No board wa::; 
created. Fancy giving to the railwa,yme_n 
this stone in the shap0 of a board! There IS 

no obligation upon the board to recommend 
a scheme that will be acceptable. The Bill 
empowers the -:-.1inister to continue the opera­
tions of the board for two years. I would 
remind the Minister that a definite pledge 
was made during the election campaign that 
the party opposite would grant to the r~il­
'' ay workers of Queensland a superannuation 
scheme-not a board. 

In the case of the Queensland police, the 
Labour Government had to contend witl1 
0xactly the same .cJi fficulties as were outlined 
by the Secretary for Railways to~day. A 
superannuation scheme was required-not a 
board. The then Home Secretary introduced 
a Bill provi-ding for the establishment of '! 
>uperannuation scheme for the Queensland 
police. It was provided that. if a constable' 
loft the service, he was entitled to a refund 
of his contributions. According to the latc't 
fiO"ures available, the sum of £387 was paid 
b~ wa' of refund in one year. The benefit, 
tc) widows and children of deceased members 
amounted to something like £500. and the 
vearlv pavments amounted to £8,288. \Vhat 
are the preo.ent Government doing? The 
Minister said that it was imposoible to reach 
an agreement with the railwaymen. \Vo 
did not make a pledge on the hustings; but 
hon. members opposite definitely pledged 

.Mr. Pease.] 
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tlwt they would provide a t-np~rannuation 
scheme. and not a board. In new of that 
promise, it is. the duty of the Gonrnment to 
treat the rallwayrnen m ex ·.ctly the s~me 
wa v as the Labour Government treated the 
Queensland police. It stands to reason that 
the men will not agree. 

The Secretary for Railways referr.ed at 
"'!'Cat lcn"'t'h to what has happened m the 
past. Th.;'y arc always dabbling in the past. 
Do they not realise that they arc now the 
Government? Do the)' not realise that thry 
made certain pledges. and are new attel_llpt­
ing t'o sidestep them? The~ defimtely 
promised a railway superannuation scheme. 
A scheme could have been evolv~d by con­
sultation between the representatives of the 
~ailway unions and the officials of the depart­
ment. I listened to the present Sccreta~'Y 
for Railways for nine years when he sat m 
onposition, and he told us that. he fki~e2: 
about Pveryth1ng fro1n !he contlol . oJ. ._a.._, 

railwavs to State enterpnses. He said that, 
if he was called in, he would pr~scribe; but 
he now prescribes for the raJ!wayi~1cn a 
stone instead of bread. They are loolong fo,· 
a superannuation scheme. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They will 
get it. 

~lr. PF:ASE: The Bill emr ow<'rs the Minis­
ter to keep the bocrd in operation for two 
yean. The Government will " di~ly dally" 
\vith it until the eve of next clectw:l, whe!' 
thev will tell the railwavmen that. If 
rd;1rned to power again, the:- will probably 
get something. 

One of the chief objcctione to the proposal. 
~' stated bv our Ic·•_dcr and other members 
of the part~y, is that there j~ no tHovision 
iu the Bill giving- po,·er to the railwaymen 
to appoint a re[Jl'eser:tati': to the board. 
The Minister sa ;·s he 1s gonw to sr le et the 
members of the 'boarrl. If so~ how on enrth 
is he gojng to g-Pt OYCl' th0 clifficult.~e~ ·which 
confronted Governnwnts of the rwst? How 
is he going to get the railwavmcn to ar;rce 
t-J the prm·isions of an:· ochcmc when . he 
will not give them the rio;ht of ap)JOmt~ng 
a representative to the board? If he 1s gomg 
to give them a Loard _illstcad of the super­
annuation scheme dcfimtel)• prom1>-o.rl. surely 
the Minister and t-he snr·,ortcrs of the Go­
vernment must see that the'· "-ill g-ive no 
satisfaction to railwaymen imtil they give 
th<'m the power of elect;ng a rc•prc,cntative 
to that board ! The Minister pointed out 
that it would be extremclv difficult to p;t 
such a rPpresentative. It ":ould not be fliffi­
cult If he wants the railwav SC'n-iee to elect 
one· person who would be <•~n expert in this 
matter, he could get him for the asking, 
and then he would have a r. osonab!P measure 
to place before the employe<'' for their 
acceptance. The Government are adopting 
a wrong course. They will appoont the three 
representatives of the board, notwithstand­
ing that, when their m•'mb0rs -,ere on the 
hustings, thev criticised the appointments 
made by the late Government to the Board 
of Trade and Arbitration. contending that 
thev were one-sided. X otwithstanding that 
arg'ument, when the Government bring- some­
thing up themselves. they swallow the idc' 
thev th0n complained of! Hmv can the 
mernbers of the Gm·ernment Party compL-in 
on one occasion of the constitution of the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration being one­
sided. and then turn round and say- they 
intend to appoint the \>hole three mcmbe"s 
of this board? 

[2lt'r. Pease. 

Mr. G. P. BARKES: The action of the­
Govemmcnt will not be one-sided. 

2\/[r. PF:ASE: If they are to get satisfac­
tion fl-om the workero in the railways, they 
must give them reasonable repres0ntation on 
the board. If it was unwise for the late 
Government to appoint the membe•·s of the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration, which 
decided the whole industrial affairs of 
Oueensland how much more unwise will it 
b'c in this ~a se? The railway son-ice is the 
big· service of the Government, and is a 
service which demands a good deal of con­
sideration. \Ye all realise that railway 
services throughout th" world are at the 
prr,ent time demanding a good deal of 
attention. The Minister has imported a 
board of two experts to inquire into the 
working of the railways. \Ve do not agre'"· 
with hjs action. We think that he could 
obtain within his ovvn servic0 hn) Pxpert'" 
with vast experience of the railwa.:vs. If 
he wants to havp a comforhble sernce and 
a satisfactorv son-ice. he must trust his 
emplovePs. The C\1inister said that he did 
not think it a very good idr · to give the· 
railwaymen representation. 

The SECRET,\RY FOR RAILWAYS: I did not say 
that. 

Mr. PEASE: "When I spoke to the horL 
gentleman, he said he would see that a 
suitable man was selected. HE> will not get 
railwaymen to agree to a ::::uperannuation 
scheme unless he gives to the service the 
right of electing a representative to the 
board. 

J\iany hon. members now in opposition have 
extensiYe experjellce of railway n1attcrs, as 
has also the hon. member for Rockhampton. 
If the Go.-crnnwnt wanted somebody to take­
the responsibilitv, why did they not refer 
this matter to the Public S• nice Commis­
sioner? Better still, as ha,~ been suggt:sted 
by hon. members opposite. why not call' 
together members from both sides of the 
1I0use to get th£' consensus of opinion on 
projected h1 gislation? That excellent sug­
gestion was made by the hon. member. fot· 
Toombul when sitting on the Oppos1twn 
benches, and certainly· 1neasnrr:s of infinitely 
greater service would result from the accu­
mulated knowledge posse -sed by gentlemen 
who have been member.,, of Parliament for 
any length of time. After all, those who 
have been members of this Chamber for a 
number of >Cars mmt realise the gcneraT 
knowledge possessed by a politician: and 
surely a member of Parliam nt ha' enough 
kn0\vledl2'c to call in the expcrh he wa!lts t 
The danger we see is that the' Gm-ernment 
will break faith with the railwaymen of 
Queensland: will not give them an oppor­
tunity to bring forward their point of view; 
and ·will give no satisfaction in anv dirc'~:­
tion. The men will be required to contri­
bute to any sup0rannuation fnnd: ,vhy~ thPD,. 
should thev not have rcprc -entation on the 
board 9 · 

To use again the analogv of the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration, if it is fair "nd 
reasonable, as tlw Gm-ernment contend. th'lt 
the emplo~·ers should have direct repre~cn­
tation in that sphere, is it not also JUst 

that the railway employees should be direct.lv 
renresented on rr board \vhich is dec,igncd 
to. formulate the best scheme possible in the 
intere,ts of rtll concerned? Let me emphasise 
that the Quecmland service, like the rail­
way services in other parts of the world, 
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LrelFlires cl _llcuto hundliug a11d the cxerci;:5e 
.af CO:loid~rablc thought, Although the 
S:..-::retar_v for Railways in1ported two experts 
froin Vic~oria lo inquire ir1to the Qut;uns­
lancl son-ic , I read the other dav where 
the Victmian Minister for Rail>,-ays sug­
gested to PnrJiame11t that hundreds of 
thomancls of pound--in iuct, miliions-should 
be written off the capital cost of the rail­
ways there in order to make them pay. 

The SEG~TARY FOR RAILWAYS: That was 
.the right thing tO do-

Mr. PEASE: Certainly it is the only 
·V\ ay to reduce the capital cost. Speaking 
in a strictl, non-partisan way, I urge tho 
}finistcr to give careful consideration to tho 
suggestion that the employees should be 
allowed to select their own representative. 
'That will bring about that measure of con­
tentment which is so essential to a public 
service, and will haYe a reverse effect to that 
which must ensue if the Minister persists in 
his intention to appoint all the representa­
tives on the board. 

Hon. members on the other side who were 
in opposition in the last Parliament will 
.remember the experience of the Police Super­
annuation Fund. The prm isions of the 
.amending measure "hich brought that fund 
into existence VI en) not altogether acceptable 
t,J all sc·.~tions of the Police D nion; but I am 
satisfied that to-dav all sections are satisfied 
with the schem0. ·If the Government profit 
'by that expericnr , they will seek the expert 
knovvledge po3SC''')ed by railwg,yn1en. and, 
although the scheme propounded may not 
at first meet with general acr:eptance, it 
will be found that within a few vears it 
will be as popular with railwayme~ as the 
Police Superannuation Fund is with the 
members of the police force. One point I 
do emphasise is the right of i he men to 
·have represcnLttion on the board. particu­
larly as they ,,·ill be contributing to a, con­
·siderable extent_ 

\Ye also object to the provision that-

" The Governor in Council. on receipt 
of such report from the board, may in 
its absolute diwretion approve of the 
schen1e of supera.nnuation a;;; aforesaid 
or m a v refer , ame back tD the b0ard for 
fm·thc.r inquiry and amendment." 

The Government should adopt the rri1cciple 
followed in connection with police super­
annuation. They are adopting the prin­
·cipLo of gm"crnment by regukttion, and 
more anJ Inore are flouting the attthoritv 
of Parliarllent. Ko one '''aS more severe 
than hon. mcmh<·rs of the prcRent Govorn­
ment when in appaRition in thei:· criticism 
of the. Labour Government for flouting the 
authontv of Parliarncnt; and now thev are 
going tO force tho rnilwa.,-· empJoT7eCs to 
ncrt>pt a ~( hem0 of superannuation whethm· 
they approve of it or not. although they will 

"ll'lY(' to pav their share of tl~' f'O't of the 
;,C'hcrne. T'ht-1 the CnYfTJliYJCnt i'1'0 not 
.~:oinn.: Jo sn1xnit thP ~ctH•n;c• to PRr1iament 
'for approv.1l. Thnt is ~l "\Yroi!g pl'incip]e to 
a<iopt. If the Government carcfullv con­
sider matters, I am quite sntisficd th<tt. as 
pPople of cou1n1on ~cnse, thP7 nTust realise 
th;Jt it is a \\Tong thing to flOut the author­
it~· of Parliament 

Our third objection is to the elapse "hi eh 
:reads:-

" Any Order in Council i'suecl under 
this Ac.i· promulgati:1g and bringing into 
force a~y approved scheme of compen-

sation in respect of raihvay en~ployc_s, 
and vvilether such ~chc1no prov ide.'3 fur 
co1npul~oe~7 supera1muation or volun­
tary sup(:rannuation~ or both, shall hav-· 
the ~.tine force and effect as if it had 
be-en actually enacted in and fonn pa!·t 
of this Act." 

Goy2rnment by regulation is fL very bad 
thing as we ha,vo seen herC' in the last day 
or t\VO ; 80 to 90 per cent. of the poop le of 
Queensland are opposed to gove:cnment by 
regulation: 'vVe say that an important 
matter such as superannuation for the rail­
way employees, "-hich they have to bear 
and which the country has to support. should 
not be promnlgrtted by Order in Council. 
A n1-.'asure should be brought down to 
Parliament and ;, full dre'J debate should 
take place in connection with a matter of 
that kind. :VIembcrs on the Government 
~ide, \vhen referring to \vhat the Labour 
Government did, said that they were going 
lo do things properly-that they were not 
going to do them in the slipshod m:mner 
a,dopted by the Labour Government. 'l'ake 
the police superannuation scheme. \Ve did 
not ask for the appointment of a board. 
Our Home Secretary, with the experts that 
he had at his command, was quite qualified 
to formulate a scheme. He conferred v.-ith 
the various officials, and submitted the 
scheme to Parliament. The then Opposition 
had a g·ood deal to say on it, and that is 
the proper method of introducing any super­
annuation scheme. \Y o emphatically pro­
test against the principle d legislation by 
Order in Council. This is becoming a very 
dangerous procedure · in the hands of the 
present Government. They are evidently so 
obsessed with the easy way of doing things 
that they are going to adopt that vrinciple 
even _in connection with such a,n important 
rr1atter as raih,:ay superannuation. They 
have C\'idently lost the principles they :v:verc 
supposed to haYe when the:.- sat in opposi­
tion. It i' a ..er~· wrong· thing, and thrtt is 
why the Labour Party are prote'Jting ag':'i!'st 
the measure. Tln Bill makes no provJslOn 
for the emplovces expressing an opinion as 
to whether the schem•' suggested by the 
board is acceptable to them or not. That i' 
another very dangerous thing. The whole 
1neasnro is \vront;ly conceived. First of all, 
the Governmcnt have Yiolated their election 
pledge. The Secretary for Railways said 
the Government were carrying out their 
pledge. The Government are not nrr:ving 
out their pledge. The pledge was definitely 
to giYc the railwaymen of Queensland a 
proper superannuation scherne. 

Mr. G. P. Rmxc:s: They are going to do 
it., too. 

Mr. PEASE: Thev arc going to. do it in 
iwo vears' time-probably on the eve of the 
next c election. 

Mr. J. E. WALKER (Ipsuc;ch): I should 
like very heartily to congratulate the SPrre~ 
tary for Railways on bringing in a Yer." 
long-delay( 1 measure of justice to the great 
bodv of raihnn men. I do not sec anv 
reason Why theY Rhou!d be differentiater] 

·from· the rest of the public ser-
[7 p.m.] vants_ The railwaymen form 

more th:w half the total nurnbPr 
of public servants of the State, and I under­
stand that ever\· raihvav service in ,_\ustralia 
excepting Queensland hus had accorded to it 
i his privilege of a superannuation scheme. 
It seemed to me, when carefully listening to 
the speech of the Deputy Leader of the Oppo­
sition, that he realised that he had a bad 

ivlr. J. E. Walker.] 
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c use, lwcause his sp~ech showed,_ in n~y judg­
ment. far ]c,,s log·Ic and clarity tnan he 
generally displays in his utterances here. In 
one breath he tells us that on the hustings 
thi~ party promised a superanJ?u.ation s.cheme, 
aml that now we are only g1nng a board; 
and he used the old simile that, in lieu of 
bread, we giYe a stone. Yet later on he 
critiri:·ed the Bill because it inYolves a 
sch0n1c of superannuation to be brought in 
by regulation and not by Act of Parlianwnt. 
I fmd it impossible to reconcile thm;e two 
staL'ments. The Bill either proyides for a 
scheme of superannuation or it does not; the 
t'wo cannot be reconciled. The Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition has shown this lack 
of charity in criticising yery seYerely the 
personnel of a board that has not yet been 
appointed. I do not know whether he is a 
prophet-whether he knows who is going to 
be appointed to this board. Is he making 
an amt!ogy between this board. which is still 
to be appointed, and the Board of Trade and 
Arbitration as being onesided and partial? 

Mr. I'EASR: Your side say that. 

:::\Ir. J. E. WALKER: The Deputy Leader 
Gf the Opposition has pl•aced himself in a 
YOry difficult position there. I will take his 
last statement that the Bill does bring in a 
scheme. It brings in a scheme of super­
annuation, and the only question which 
arises is as to the procedure for the formu­
lation of that scheme. I quite admit that the 
procedure laid down by rho Secretary for 
Railways is open to argument, but. in m:.­
opinion, the very best cGursc has been taken. 
It is a very difficult matter to formulate a 
perfect scheme for superannuation for the 
railway service. I doubt whether any mem­
ber of this House is able to formulate such 
a delicate scheme as that, which would be 
entirely satisfactory tG the great body of 
railwavmen and at the same time fair to 
the public of Queensland. It is a matter for 
~xperts-a matter in which actuarial inYesti­
~·atiGns and calculations would have to take 
~ large part; and so the Secretary for Rail­
ways is calling to his aid a board. That 
procedure has been greatly criticised. In the 
·~i ·cussion which took place at the initial 
stage of the Bill, the gist of the argument 
a;:;ainst the Bill was that it did not provide 
for a specially elected l'eprescntative of the 
railwaymen to sit on the board. Hon. mem­
bers opposite paid a great •lea! of attention 
to that; but does not that involve a strange 
confusion of thought? To my mind it 
implies that the railwaymen are under the 
control of one of these unscrupulous and 
exploiting capitalists to whom o.1r friends 
oppo•:ite arc so very fond of referring. How 
far from the truth that is! The railwaYmen 
arc under the control of the Govermnent, 
antl no question of capitalism comes in. The 
only care of the GGYernment is to bring in 
the very best schPme for the railwaymen 
which is compatible with the highest 
intercQts of the State. The Government 
represent the railwaymen. as they represent 
eYery section of the community. 

GOVERNMENT l\1EMBERS : Hear, bear! 

;'-.Ir. J. E. Vi"L\LKER: En'n from the 
standpoint of self-interest, they would 
n 1tnrally bring in the ,cheme >vhich .,,,as 
n1o3t acceptable to the raihYay 'vorkel's, so 
long as it does not infringe the rights of the 
public m· endanger the wnlfare of the people 
\Yhy, what is the highest interest of the 
GoYernrneni.? Is it not, where the majority 

[lllr. J. E. Walker. 

of the pub1ic senants of the State are· 
invo!Yed. to get a contented body of men? 
I.; it not to consider their interests? Ancb 
they are going to consider their interests, 
even if only from a selfish point o£ view. 
Of what a lot of worn it would relieve 
them if they could remove this source of 
a feeling of injustice and neglect! I think 
our friends opposite might give the Goyern­
ment a little credit for brains and for 
efficiency, even if only i1r the direction of 
carrying out a scheme that will be generally 
acceptable. 

1\Ir. \Y. FtmGAX S1li1'H : \Y c know them too· 
welL 

1\Ir. BRAND: They know you pretty well 
now. 

Mr. J. E. WALKER: Again,t whom do· 
the railway workers want a representative 
to protect them? The only persons whose 
intercots come into the question, apart from 
the railwaymen, are the general public. Do­
the railwajnneu want a :;:pecial representative 
t:> protect them against the general public, 
o£ whom they form so substantial a section 
numericallv? I do not think it is necessary 
ac; all. Even putting it on the lov. est ground 
-that of selfishness-they eau rely on the 
b0st scheme being propounded, in order to 
engender that feeling of contentment that 
will lead to efficiencY. The Government are 
pledged to that; but they have a still higher 
dut) than evell the welfare of the railway­
men themselves-that is the welfare of the· 
public; and so their power to give a 
schcnw which might satisfy some of the men 
is limited by their obligation to see that it 
does not gravely injure the public, and I 
think that this Bill offers the wisest proce .. 
dur8 by which to arrive at that objective. 

It has evidently been a Yery diffkul t 
subject to tackle. Our friends on the other· 
sidf' during fourteen year,,, after son1e· 
attempt and talk, have proved that it was too 
difficult for them. I undentood the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition to say that the 
scheme is almost foredoomed to failure unlc<s 
we 1ppoint to this board a special rcpn'­
sentative of the men, who, after all, >nmltl 
represent only a section of the railway 
<'mployees-the majority. I think the rail­
waymen have enough breadth of vision to. 
know that their interests will be fully pro­
tected by the board that is to be appointed, 
because thev haYe on their side the motive 
of the self-~nterest of the Government; and 
so I hope that this Bill will pass, and will 
e\"entually give this long-delayed measure d 
justice to a large body of our public servants. 

Mr. HA:\'LO)f (Ithaca): The hon. member 
who has just resumed his seat made a very 
fair apology to his constituents-the railway­
men in Ipswich-for the Government's hedg­
ing on their promise to give the railway 
mnployens a superannuation scheme. As 
pointed out by the Deputy Leade1· of the 
Opposition, t.be GoYernment promised them 
superannuation, and they are giving them a 
board. I venture to say that a gTNtt number 
of boards can be appointed without making 
any proYision whatever for the old age of 
tlw r. ihvay emploc-ees. 

When delivering his second reading speech, 
the Minister patted himself and the Gov' >'n­
ment on the back somewhat by saying they 
wore carrying out their election pledges_ 
\Vo shall be vr'ry pleased indeed to see the m 
carrv out their election plcclgos. The Go­
Yernment are merely indulging in a little· 
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futile gesture to make believe, and are 
rooJl.v dodging the main issue of therr 
pleclgls. The very important pledge.o whrch 
they made from the platform arc bcmg con· 
vuiiently sidestepped now, and some of the 
more trivial ones are brought to the front 
y.·ith the idea of carrying them out, thereby 
nHtking a gesture and giving an impression 
to the people that they are endeavouring to 
honoLu· their promises. 

Mr. CLAYTON: l don't think you like it. 

Mr. HANLON: 'l'he hon. member for 
Wide Bay is a little bit astray. I am an 
old railway employee, and during the time 
that I served in the railway service super­
annuation was my pet hobby. Every hon. 
member on this side would be delighted to 
see a satisfactory superannuation scheme 
introduced for the benefit of the railway 
employees. 

Mr. GunrSTONE: \Vhy ' stonewall " the 
Bill? 

Mr. H.\NLON: vVh•. never anyone speaks 
on this side of the House hen. members oppo­
site, who <·dn nm·er put an intelligent thought 
into words, believe that we are " stonewall­
ing." I would like to remind hen. members 
opposite that we on this side take our duties 
seriously. \Ve study the Bills that are intro­
duced into this House, and endeavour to 
give E'xpression to an intelligent reasoning 
,s it affects the Bill. 

A GovERNMENT ME:IIBER: You make a bad 
attempt. 

Mr. HANLON: That may be so in the 
opinion of the hon. member, but he is a 
poor judge. 

The hon. member for Ipswich, who 
expressed the' hope that this long-delayed 
measure of justice would noy: be e''tended 
to the railwaymen, seemed to be under the 
impression that we had a superannuation 
scheme hoforo us. He seemed to be under 
the rmprcssion, hke a number of other hon. 
members opposite, that we are considering a 
superannuation scheme in this House to-nif;ht. 
We have no such thing. There is nothing 
more important beforo this House to-night 
than was before the Cabinet when they 
appointed the Royal Commission to inquire 
into racing, or when they appoint any othf'l' 
commission. There is no scheme before the 
House, nor is there any proposed scheme. 
\V c havo no rl"a,on to believe that the Go­
vernment merLn any businecs at all by this 
Bill. The Minister in his speech gave 
r<easons for appointing the board. On the 
initiatory stage of this Bill we criticised the 
action of the GoYernment, and questioned 
their seriousness in the matter in the appoint­
ment of a board by legislation. The expiana­
tion of thr> Minister was that the board is to 
be created to avoid delay and to expedite 
matter". Had the Minister desired to 
expedite mattere. the board would have been 
in operation iche first week in June ],ost, 
becauRe the Government had everv power to 
appoint tho ha •rd without in any way con­
sultin,:; Parliament. There is no neccssity 
for any leg:islative consent to be given to 
the appointment of a hoard to inqnire into 
a superannuation scheme. 

The Jlilinist' r had no need to wait for 
the opening of Parliament in order to con­
sult members of this Chnmber vvhcn he 
desired to re·!uce the staff in the various 
raihYay workshops of Queensland. He 
promptly appointed a board consisting of 

railway officials from another State, and that 
board has practically completed its work. 

The SECRETAllY FOR RAil, WAYS: That is a 
different matter. 

Mr. IL\.NLON: This is a Bill to provide 
for the creation of a board 'to inquire into 
a superannuation scheme, which the Minister 
says is a matter of urgency, and one that 
should be adopted as soon as possible; but 
before this Bill passes its second reading 
,tage the board which ''as appointed by the 
::1/finister to sack railwaymen will have Gom­
pleted its inquiry. 

The SECRETAllY FOR R.ULWAYS: That is not 
true. 

Mr. HANLON: Is the Minister so green 
as to think that we shall take him seriously 
when he says that the creation of a board 
by legislation is to expedite a superannuation 
scheme? The Government had no need to 
consult Parliament when it appointed one of 
its supporters to inquire into State stations 
prior to their sale. That was something 
about which it was unnecessary to consult 
Parliament. The matter of the establishment 
of a board not to ''·"Y anything in the nature 
of binding' the Government to give a scheme 
of superannuation to the railwaymen, but to 
inquire into the subject and to make repre­
sentations to and enlighten the Government 
ns to a successful scheme, needs all this 
elaborate procedure of waiting until Parlia­
ment meets and int,roducing legislation to 
give effect to the desire to create a board. 
It is merclv making a demonstration in force 
before tire" enemy. 

Mr. W. FoRGA::< SMITH: It is merely what 
the Premier calls a " gesture." 

::\1r. HANLON: If the Minister's reason 
for creating a board is, as he says, a desire 
to avoid delav, I would assert m;· objection 
to the creation of a board by this Bill. In 
the first place, the Bill will hand over to the 
board the power of saying what this scheme 
shall be. \Ve do not know who the m(;mbers 
of the board may be. They may be railway 
officials from another State. Most likely, in 
pursuance of that policy of the Minister of 
preference to other States, they will be 
people from outside Queensland. Parliament 
is asked to hand over parliamentary func­
tions to this board. If a scheme of superan­
nuation having the slightest chance of success 
is brought about, it will entail the expendi­
ture of public funds. It will entail the expen­
diture by the Government of public funds in 
an endeavour to make the scheme financiallv 
sound and solid. Therefore, under this Bill 
we are aske·d to hand over to a board the 
fun~tions of Parliament with regard to the 
expendit.urc of public funds. That is not a 
right thing. In any expenditure of public 
funds that is to be made by the Government, 
no m"tter on what score, whether it be super­
annuation or anv other n1attcr, ParHnn1ont 
should have the" sav as to how that public 
monev shall be expended, and to what 
extent the Government intend to subsidise 
the scheme to !J,, introduced. The people of 
Queensland and Aust•ralia as a whole are a 
little too suspicious of boards. I am sus­
picious of boards, especially a board of which 
,,ve knovv nothing, and whosB powers are so 
12:reat. The Minister has given us no idea 
of the personnel of the board; and if the 
personnel has already been selected he is 
keeping it very dark. I would call the atten­
tion of the hon. gentleman to what happened 
a couple of years ago, whe>.< the Federal 

Mr. Hanlon.] 
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Government attempted to hand over 
certain functions of government to a board 
to be created by th0m. Hon. members 
will remember that the Federal Govern­
ment submitted an amendment of the Con­
stitution to the people of Australia, 
whereby they were asked-not, as hon. 
members repeatedly suggested, to hand 
over arbitration matters to the Federal Go­
vernment. but to hand oYer the· industrial 
control of Australia to a board to be 
appointed by that Government. Had the 
Federal Government asked the people of 
Australia to hand over to them the control 
of the Arbitration Court, the:: would have 
had a much better case to put before the 
people; but, when they asked the people of 
Australia to hand over that function of 
governrncnt to a board, the people of Aus­
tralia very rightly and very firmly refused 
to do so. We should take the same attitude, 
and not hand over our powers to a boa·rd 
which may happen to be appointed by the 
Government in power in Queensland for the 
time being. 

Another objection to thi' board is one 
which has already been stressed by our 
leader and deputy leader. That is, the 
Bill makes no provision for the representa­
tion of the ·railway employees themselves. 
The people who are most vitally affected by 
any scheme of superannuation which may 
come into operation must be the railway 
employees. If the scheme were unfair to the 
employees, it would be a serious burden to 
them. If it were unfair to the community as 
a whole, which no one for a moment wants, 
it would not be such a heavy burden on the 
rest of the community as it would be if the 
scheme were not in the interests of the 
employees concerned. Consequently, railway 
employees a·re more vitally interested in any 
scheme of superannuation for the railway 
service than the rest of the community. 

Many times have I heard the cry of hon. 
members opposite-indeed it has become a 
political axiom of theirs-that there should 
be no taxation without representation. Now, 
this scheme, if it comes to anything-perhaps 
one is really "beating the air," ad it may 
never come to fruition-will make it compul­
sory for railway employees to contribute to 
the fund, whether they like it or not. If 
they are to be conscripted, as the hon. mem­
ber for Bowen has just remarked, surely 
there is nothing wrong in having one repre­
sentative on a board in order to put forward 
their viewpoint! If a board is appointed 
11nd one of the three representatives is 
select,ed by the milwaymen, then the 
cmplo;:~es generally can rest assured that 
their case will be sympathetically considered 
-much more so th;m if all the representa­
tives are appoint·ed by the Governor in Corm­
cil. Prior to the establishment of a Labour 
Government, railway employees ·had no 
reason to think that the party which thPn 
controlled Queensland, and whose followers 
are now in office, was liable to do too much 
to help th~ railway employees. Hon. mem­
bers opposrte try to make out that they have 
changed since that time. Probably after 
fourteen years spent in watching Labour 
administration they have acquired some sym­
pathy for the underdog; but whether the 
Minister is sympathetic or not. and whether 
he appoints sorneonG 'vl1o is sympathetic or 
not, the great bulk of railwav emplvvecs 
will distrust members of a board who are 
appointed solely bv the GO\·ernment. On 
the other hand, a feeling of confidence will 

[Mr. Hanlon. 

be engenderE·d if one representative is 
selected by the employees, "ho will, after all, 
contribute to the fund. 

Another very important reason why one 
representati,-c should be appointed by the 
men is that, when a report is brought in, it 
will probably be a voluminous document, 
eouchod in that por,derous language in which 
most. boards of inquiry frame their conclu­
sions, and it will be well-nigh impossible 
for the 18,000 or 20,000 employees of the rail­
way service individually to read the report 
and judge on the merits for themselves. 
Their reprosentati,-e, however, would be con­
versant with their Tequirements, and, with 
his two colleagues on the board, would dis­
('USS a scheme in the best interests of all 
concerned; and, when that scheme was formu­
lated, he would be in a position, understand­
ing the viewpoint of those whom he repre­
sents, successfully to explain the scheme. He 
would achieve much more succco,s in that 
direction than a stranger appoint'ed by the 
Governor in Council. 

In order that this superannuation scheme 
should be a success, ·not only is it necessary 
that a suitable scheme should be introduced; 
not only is it necessary that the scheme 
should be financially sound; but, if the 
scheme is going to be a success, jt is also 
necessary that the railway employees should 
understand the scheme and why they have to 
contribute to the scheme. For that reasGn 
it is of particular importance that somebodv 
in the confid0nce of the railway employee; 
should be on that board. 

Another question that crosses uur rronds 
when we look at the Bill is thi<: Is this 
board that we are asked to appoint a board 
to inquire into superannuation, or is it a 
board to administer a superannuation 
scheme? I find it difficult to understand. 
The title of the Bill reads " A Bill to Con­
stitute a Railway Superannuation Investig~t­
tion Bourd." and then follow the usual word,; 
'· and for other purposes." vVhat arc thnse 
" other purposes?" Are we doing what the 
title of the Bill conveys-appointing a boad 
to investigate superannuation m ord•!l' to 
JH'Opound a sound scheme of superannuation" 
In view of the J'.linister's claim that he is 
in a hurry to bring the schee1e to fruition, 
wh: is the board appointed for two years? 

The SECRETARY FOR RULWAYS: It says "not 
exceeding two years." 

Mr. HAXLON: That moans two years to 
me. No t0rm less than two years is men­
tioned in the Bill, and, if the board is 
appointed for two years, and it is only going 
to report, it is difficult to understand the 
Minister's hurry. Perhaps the Mini•ter 
realises that by appointing the board within 
th,, next few months to bring in a report 
in two years' time thr report will come 
before the railv. ay employees and the people 
immcdiatelv before the next election-too late 
to institute" a scheme, but they will have an 
opporhmih· to go to the country with a 
flo,ver~, promiEe of a \:Vonderful superannua­
tion scheme if they are given another lease 
ot power. Perhaps that is the explanation. 
If the.t is not the case, and there is no 
I'8ason for appointing the board for two 
ye arc,, v. hat can be the rcaeon? Reading 
the Bill through, clause lw c'auso, one ca11 
only come to the conclusio'n that the board 
i-, being appointed to ad1njnistcr the scheme. 
Is hat tho idea? Has the Minister got 
::t scbr ,,le alreody cut and dried to suit him­
sdf and to suit the Government? Under 
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th. e;uise of creating a board io make an 
inn'~ti.Q"ation, is he actually seeking power 
to adr11inistcr the schen1c ·: There is 1nuch 
mor,, in this Bill than a more board of 
i1~qnir;.~. There arc power"" to aUministcr 
the: srhmnc; powers of actually cmnpelling 
thl~ en1ployces to participate in the ::'chmnC'. 
EYer.~· power nccessar::· to bring in a P.chPnie 
of ~·npcrannuation is takPn under the guise 
of " Bill to create a board of inquiry. I 
clo not think it is reasonable that the 
Government should seek to put the whol<' 
thing- through \Yhile maintaining that this 
ntcnsuro i~ n1crcly to ere ate a board to 
inquire into superannuation. 

)uwther feature of the Bill which rather 
::-urprises me is that no matter hovy ITIUC'h 

\YG 1nay disagree with the Mini:.-terl he ftill 
Inaintains that _it is neC<'ssary to ha Ye parlia­
mentary sanctwn for the creation of this 
bo"crcl,. and then in the Bill he takes powe1· 
!n ~n~btut0 a ~chen1e of supPrannuation, put 
JT mto opcr.atron, compel the employees to 
wbmit to It, and spend public money in 
th0 administration of it without parlia'i·nen­
tary Banction at all. 

f7.30 p.m.] 

\Yhat is the most important phase of tlw 
_proposed superannuation sclH'Ine 'f Is it 1non• 
11nportant that Parliament should be con­
_;ultcd .as to l-hc right to ne:1tr a board. 
-Ol' IS It 1nore important tlu,t Parliament 
,!wu!d be comulted as to the riiTht to 
'' clminister the scheme, to sp<'nd the i~eople's 
money, to tax Lh<~ railway emploYees, and to 
eompel. them to join in that sch;·me wlwt);rr1· 
the_y 1;nsh It or not? There can he no aro·u­
ment that, if parlianltniar· !-'[!l1('tion e i:-. 
rcqu_ired. for anything. it i~~ rcquirc'd for 
putting mto force the actual scheme itself. 
Perhaps. as I said before. the ::\linister hes 
the scheme cut and dried. l't-rhaps some­
on~ has warne-d him that tlw schPnH' is not 
going- ~o be ::,ati_.,factC?r:y to railway crnployce~; 
and. lf he thmks It ncces.,arv io inflict it 
upon them. he desires the b;wrd to do it 
witho!-lt bringing it lwforc tlw House and 
allowmg it .to he sub.ie:cterl to the searching 
and thrashmg-out \Yhrch it would :;et in 
this Chamber. -

Bdore I conclude I \Yish lo deal with 
anothcn~ principle "\vhich con1e~ undE'l.' this 
Bill. and which hac been m<'ntioned bv tlw 
L0adcr and. the Deputy Leader of the Opposi­
J ton-that lS:. the systonr of goYPrnincnt. by 
r0gulation. During the few' '-~ears I haY'P 
lw0n in this Chamber, I have "never seen a 
Bill w~ich has proYidcd so largely-the bulk 
of It. 'nJ fcF't--·for th0 Governol' in Council 
to do tb;nr;s required. \Ylwn T sat behind 
the late Govt·rnment. tbP mem1Jel''3 of thr• 
prc.;;ent Goyu·ntnent Partv. "\Vho Yrcr(\ then 
in oppolition. continua l]y, atiuckerl tlw j h<w 
CoY rnn10nt on VYhat th~y tcrn1cd. "goY~rn: 
ntPnt b~v rc->gulation." 

.}fr. ED\': \.RI\:;: It wa3 nc•ce:-;;-;rr:v. tco. 

~lL IIAXLO}:J: I quite ngt'('e th~•t during 
the L nn 'f offi, ,, of tlw Labon;· Partv g·o­
n~nnnont by rC'gul[l,tion. n1or0 OJ' le i"n the 
~~Teat. rnnjol·ity of cc:tsl'~, 1va 7, ~LHY '~~fullY 
a.nd iw~tl:v carri0d ont: but r~cY 1~r during­
! b: fourto( ""l y·! ars the Lnhonr P ,rtv Y:as 
on thr Trc ,snr,y Br'nchr~ in Quo:- l' L'1'J.d "\vas 
':·O\"Cl'nnlf'nt~ b~~ regThtion rnadP. a ~cjcncP 
..---_ 11- ha~ bc•·':l mildP bv tlw l)PC'r"•t GoYf'rn­
Jllf'Jl.t in re~:rard to inrOmc i·a

1

x- rnqft0r:-:. \Ye: 
11a~·e ah·:a:vs undr'rstoocl ~:on:>rnnl('nt b·~ rpgl_;­
lat.Jon to Lrf'an ihnt lhc GoverJJOl' in Couneil 
Ld·:C's pO\"CT to isRHC' procJanwtinns or regula-
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tions in accordance ,,·ith an Act of Parlia­
lHeut. EYery regulation issued b'l the 
Goyernor in Council duriug the periOd thi . ..; 
party controlled the govormnellt of Qu<'cn'­
lanrl was a regulation in furtherance of rh• 
'Pirit of the Act of Parliament concerned. 
In no case 'il·as thB vital and nutin principle 
of any .._-\et altered by l'f'f.{tdat:on. I suppo~e 
\Ye might claim that the secrecy of tJt,, 
Income Tax Act is about the n;osl Yita I 
provision in the Act: it mighl- he ea lkd 
the governjng 11rovision in tho A('t. Thnt 
had the end01·sement of botb si des of the 
1Iousc when the Bill "\\a" going through; 
but now the Government,, by rcgulation. 
have completely rcyerscd the Act without 
ronsultiug Parliament. It "\Vas not a r0gu1a­
tion in conformity with the Ad and fnr th' 
better administration of the Act. PowN 
,honld only be taken b_v lhr> Gon'rnor in 
Counrjl to issue rrgn1at1ons in conforn1itY 
with the spirit of the Ad. end in orde.r 
to n1ake Letter and easipr its adrninist•'ation. 

I object very strongly to giving such wic-1?~ 
powers as these. We arc giving poWf'l' to 
estR blish tho scheme. YY e a re gi-dng fJO\Ver..; 

to this board and the Governor in -C:oUJic:] 
to do all things necessary to launch this 
superannuation schomP. and to expend put,lic 
funds-and that, to my mind. is the most 
vitall_v important part of it-to spend what­
C'YPr n1011e:; they ,JikP. 1vhcthcr rightly or 
wrongl_v. whethn,r for good or evil. and to 
compel railwaymen, ,,hetheT they lilce it ot· 
not, to co1ne under it. givillg the powers of 
a :Mussolini over the railwaymen of Qucen'­
land, and taking frorr1 this Par1ianwnt po\YCr~ 
which rightly belong to it. 

Mr. FRY (Kur:lpu): I n'mcmbr'r the 
1j1no v,rh0n the police ~u_p,·rllJntutti{Jll s~J~cn1e 
\vas first Inooted. Th8 Labour G;vernnlont 
\Yore at that tin,c rlisinclincd tn introdnce 
it. I havD tnrned up in "' f-JaJ -,arrl" the 
:--pcc-<'h I n1ndc .at that tin1P. and I au1 goiPg 
to quat,, it to ,;ho\Y that. althoug-h the police 
hacl onlv one H1HOll and 1hcv kn(~W 1vhat the,· 
\ 1:ant0d 'anrl thev ask0d for 'a supcrannnntioi1 
schem0 and outliu~d i;- t0 the GoYcrnment. 
the GO\'crnment--althongh thPv 81 i(l !he 
\H"'l'P ~:vtnpathPtic~c':fu1cl-not ::::.f0 f,,·.ir \~. «~­
i:0 introduce the ncccs·· .1rv Bili until fcn··cd 
to do '" b~· thP Oppo,it;on in thi,; limp· 
(Opposition laughter.) lion. n1cmb(~rs rna.:: 
];_~11,\{b, but I arn g'oing io ]WOYC it tn then1. 
I do not make si atewcnt~ unlf'ss I an1 pr -
parNl t,, Slll1]10rt them \Vc have had t}n 
~tnten1rni· 1nadc to-nir,-ht lhat tllf~ intro­
dnrhon of a ~llPL'fililllll:ltion sch0me for t 1

JC' 

raihYa;\-mon i~ nut ~,,,Jin-r to giYc sati::<faf'ti0:1 
L..-.ralL:;-f' thc·v hnY ~0Y0ral unioJlS; Bnd th­
::\'fini ,tPr. kno1,, iPg tbat, in hi:) wisdon1-
chargwl wilh the resp0nsibili!_v ol briDging 
n seh0nw lnto br,ing n:1d starting it off on 
the ri~~ht cnursC'-thinks that the bPst 
inte-rests of the scr-, ice will be ,,en·ed bv 
appojnti~1g a board. I n1ight. not 8Hogethe\· 
agree \Vith tbe arpoint' :ent 0{ a bo:n :l; I 
rr1ight be wil1in~ that the l\Iini~ter shouJd 
go right on with the 3Cheme; but. if he is 
of tho opinion that that is the b, t thing fo 
do, I ani not going tn stanJ in his 'V i~V. r\t 
the samo tinw, I do not approyc of t]p 
hypocrisy of hon. mcmben npnositc when 
they sav that. althon;b this Biil lap it 
down that the board must n'port in hYo 
:'"'.0[1_1'3. ncY~'rthr-Jess the Govcr1nn0nt are not 

Inct_·o . 

On p~1g0 2542 of " IIansanl" for 1919-20 
will be found the spcoch to which I rl'fer. 
C~nd vh:1t I said c• that time wa,s not C'hal-
1Pnr,cd by the LJ l1our Governn1ont or lh2ir 

Jllr, Fry.] 
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sup]lorters--a fact which proYes that \Yhat 
I sajd \vas correct:-

"Now, to deal with the attitude of 
the Government. On 13th .]uno. 1917. 
Prc1nicr Ryan, replying to a deputation 
frorn ihe Police 1JHion, ~aid, inte?r alia--

1 can give tho assnr.tnc:e I have told 
:you, and v .. ith n gard to thr: other 
matters, I \vill go cai'efully into them 
\vith 1ny colleague the f-Ion1e Secretary. 
who entirely agrees ~Nith the views I 
a.11 11ow c':pr-cssing·. I 1vill go care­
fully and sympathetically into the 
requests yon hayu n1·Hlc with regard 
to supNannuatwn and th0. other 
1nattcrs you mention. The 1n-a-!n other 
matter was tbe question of super­
annuation. I \vili put the n1atter 
before the Cabinet, but I give you 
that assurance as head of the GovC'rn­
ment of the rnamwr in which it will 
be dortlt with. 
u In February, 1918, in the course of 

his policy speech delivered at 'l'owns­
Yillc, ~Ir. Ryan announc<'d ;L Police 
Supcrannm,tion Bill amongst the 
measures to be immediately dealt with 
bv his GoYernment if returned to pov:er. 
s·uch Bill, although placed on the busi­
ncss-shcPt of Parliament for the past 
t\YO years has not yet materiaiiBed. 

" According to the ' Police 1: nion 
Journal' of October, 1918, ihc follow­
ing letter was rccci yed by the l'o lice 
Fnion from the Hollle Department:-

Referring to vour letter of lhe 19th 
July last to · tbo honourable the 
Premier, and to previous co~Tts­
pondencP, I have the honour, by dnec­
tion to inform vou that the request of 
vou~ union fo1: an in1proved police 
~uperammation schrmo will be brought 
up for consideration and decided dur­
ing the next se,,sion of Parliarnent." 

I a ]so quoted in my speech the remarks 
that had boon made bv 'Mt. Huxham -during 
the pl'evious session, v.:hen be a:3id-

" 'The Government had promis cl that 
n· xt session a Bill -.vould be brought in 
which put the police in the same fortu­
nate position as the men in l\ew Sout'h 
\Vales." 

I arn not raHnng uny Dbjcctio::-1 to the super­
annuation echeme for the Queensland police. 
If hon. member'' will peruse '" Ilansard." 
thev will find that I outlined the scheme in 
this l'hambcr. (Opposition ·laughter.) The 
scheme ""-" submitted to me by the Police 
L~ui•.n in order that I 1night advocate it in 
this Chamber because the Labour Govcl'll­
lll0nt hud refused to introduce it. I took up 
the cudgels on behalf of the police, and from 
n1~"- placo in this Hou~e I advocated the 
'cncme and tWitted the Government for not 
introfl.ucing jt. Hon. ITICinbers opposite are 
c·ndenYouring to claim cor;siller··Lble Cl'cdit for 
th0 iLtro-dnction of that :o:chcnw, but they 
\YE·re not prepared to extend that benefit to 
the JWlicc until the:.~ were con1pcllcd to do so 
by the threat of lo•,.s of political patronage 
be· the police. After a delay of but a fe\v 
\Yccks in office, tho Sccrctar2"- for l=iailwa: f' 

has deemed it fit to appoint a bnard t.o 
inve,,tigate a rail-way super.tnnnation schen10, 
,, hich it is ,._dmitted bv all is a more C:iffinlt 
schcin{· to funnulatP ihtn that required for 
the police. I am quit8 agrce-d1le that ihc 
;\[ini,;ter should go right ahead and illti'oduc 
a scheme into this Chamber: but l woul<l 
point out that the delay on the part of hon. 

[Mr. Fry. 

mea1bcr:' oppo.::-<jtt:: in the CU'<~ of tl l·(JlH.:t' 
\VU!" one of _years, whereas with this G,_·:YCnl~ 
Inei•t it has only been one of a few ',·:er:·ks. 
fioi!. ll1Ct.Jbcrs opposite haYe no case. They 
i 1 re nl0n1ly indulging· in political prcpag- · nda 
in order to create an uneasy feeling in thP 
mindo of tho raihYaymen. They questioll th<' 
.~inccri1-y of hon. 1nembcrs on thi(" side; bur 
there are sufficient ex-railv1ay1nPn on thl:3-
.-.;i~1c to guard the affairs of raihvayuwn ~ _•ner­
aJly. I have no raihYays in n1y clcctoratr, 
and I have no "'axe to grind..'' The :31inis­
tC'r is sincere in his purposc~cqunlly u:- ~in­
cere .. and pcrhap:s rnore so, than vd:re the· 
L.abour Governn1ent when dealing wii\ police 
~uperannuation. 

Mr. \YEIR (Jlaryborough): I think for 
arrant rot the hon. rnc1nher for l(urilpa 
"'take.' the bun." I am sorry that hD i' Hot 
in opposition 110\Y using his wonderful po'.YPl'~ 
forcing Government' to do things. I can quit<' 
i1nagine him screa1ning at the top of hi~ 
Yoic0 in his caucus and no ono taking any 
notice of him. He has to scream oo that rhc 
people in Kurilpa will r~ally know that lw 
is on the job. One does not rrquir,~ "'1ny 
greater evidence of the insincerity of th<' 
GoYernment than the remarks of nconhvtc-, 
in politics, ''rho allow t]JCir Governrn: nf to 
do just' \Yhat suits the Govcnuncnt without 
consulting· them at all. 

\Ye need no better evidence than the fact 
that the lion1e Secretary pleaded crass ignor­
ance of the measure. \Vo require no bettc·r 
evidence than the speech of the hon. rr1f.'n1t-wr 
for Ipswich, who, in a logical and wcll­
H~asollcd spC'ef'h and: in his simplicity anJ 
\Yant of knowledge of parlian1entary proct•­
dure, r(~Ycalcd the cunning of the Govern­
ment. Cunning· is their stock-in-trade. lu 
the aboeuce of cunning, this logical and clear 
mim1 .. let the cat out of the bag" when lw 
told us what \VC expected ho \Yould Lll us­
the trurh. He told us that this Bill does not 
prm·ide only for the establishment of a board 
to investigate, but it provides for the estalJ­
liohment of a board to do things. Thctt 1s 
ob,·iocb nmL If vou look at cl a use 6. vou 
will f' 1 0 that the ~board has the powers~ ~o 
Yery ably pointed out b.? the hon. membe1~ 
for Ithaca. Power is given for the board to 
supersede this LegislatiYe Assembly, am! to 
take into its own hands fron1 the YCl'l.' daY 

it is appoiuted the wholo and sole cont',·ol o'f 
int'roJucing a schcrne of superannuation a2 

affecting raih~,,aymen. 'The contention has 
been launched bv hon. members on this ;;ide 
-and it is a ·contention that cannot be 
resisted-that, as a matter of deceacy, rail­
waym,_·n should be permitted to enjoy ihe 
privil" ge of 1ninding their ovvn bu~int'ss. 
\Yho are better able to mind the business of 
the ra1lwaYn1Cl1 t}wu the raihrayn1cn th_lll-
sch·e~? , ~ 

\Ye~ are ron;;:·ciou~, ey(:ry one of U<::. of tht: 
fact that in the Lig,gcr I;Hltters affcct~n ,-- the 
raihnt~· employee,, such as the A pp" l Be 
to hcnr app1 1l~ again~t di~tniss't1S, 
llH r:~:·s. nnd trar,;:fers, \Ye al10\Y no one else to 
" butt in,:' ''~'L' pern1it thr railwaynJen to Inind 
their owu lnisinc•"',S. In every centre, 'whethC'r 
jt bP iu So:-.th Qneensland, Central 
1nnd. or Xortheru Queensland, the 
relH'f~::. lllf'lti\-e on the Ra1hYay App 
1s dirz ctlv by the rail dY c;nplo: 
There no difflcnltv thoro ebout. !he OYN-

lapl)}ng of union int~.rests. The 
have loug passed that point. JJ:>n~ryunc 
that thr,- union representative on th.Lt Loard 
is the Lest 1nan in the service. In one :year 
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he may be sclcrtcd from the tl·affic >ection. 
the GUards' Association, or the Australian 
Railways G-.-nion ~ in another year £ron1 any 
of th<~ other unlons. T1he TaihYavmen :"". ~L ~-t 
the most capable man for that, bo1Hd. U 
thcv can be trusted to mind their ov, n busi­
ne".s on the Avpea! Board, then the:~ should 
be tr·~stcd tc mind Hwi r mn1 bm.irw" b­
elccting a reprE''lentatiYe to thi·"· board. \Yh}~ 
should thov not be allowed to elect 1 c'nl'C­

~.Pntat.i.Ye fo look after thl ir O\Yn affntrt'\ ~· 
The l-lomc Seeretary gave u~ Y£\r:v good food 
for thought tire other night. He said that 
there was a. ncnd for a u :Jctutu"" to be 
appointed to this board. I contradicted him 
at the time. As a matter of fact. the Biil 
Rpec:fically cxrludo5 an adn:1.r~· fron1 the 
bon rd. I do not expect contradiction on that 
point. for the Bill lays it r1own that there, 
slwll not be an aduarv on the beard. If 
anyml<-.: dcni~s that aY-cri:ion, let I1in1 read the 
Bill. 

The SECR<:T.\RY FOR RAIL WAYS: The board 
can secure tho services of pn a-ctuary. 

~Ir. WEIR: That is cornet-it can bnv 
the •en-ices of an actuarv. According to the 
Act, the three rcprcsentati,·cs on the board 
arc supposed to rcprc~ont three intcl'Ct"ts--rhe 
Rnilv,·ay Comn1issiorwr. the public, and the 
rnilway employees. The Hailwa0· Commi'­
sioner is ~,urel,v ('apable < ;: Iool;;:ing after the­
man -..vho represents hiru. Th::tt is his func­
tion. I bclie,-e he wiil do thct. and do it 
'~ell, ber1.HSC the Co~nmi:o::sioner wi1l S\:'l'.) thai 
the officer who reprec,ents him ill he a call­
abk officer. ="!o one will dr'ny him the right 
to do that: but, havinv dono that. there is 
no further reason why he' should usurp the 
funetions of the raih-..·av f'l11ployPt..: and clcct 
their rern·ccenhtive. \Vhy should the rail­
\YR~Ymen be rajolPd and forced into this 
measure b:, being told that thf'). hQYf' not 
enough intelligence to ekf't a r0pre,,.cntatiYf' 
to look aftPr their o·.':n interests·; 

:'\mv as to the actuarY aspect. I have said 
from my place in this IIou·' · that there is no 
need for an actuary to be appoi11t.rd to the 
hoard. In doing so I am not discrediting 
the value of an actuary. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAIL\V.\.YS: -You agree 
,,-ith the Bill. 

Mr. WEIR : I do agree with ihe Bill. but 
only in so far as it is going- to giYc the rail­
'lravm.en eomc 1neasure of satisfact.ion. If it 
i~ going to do that. then it is worth '1Yhi1e. 
At all events. in so fc1 r as an actuarv is con­
cerned, tho Bill itself set-. out that' there is 
no need for the appolntnH'nt of all actuary, 
be. ,1use it sa vs that of the three men who 
~hall be appo~nted nmH' of thcn1 shall be an 
actuary. That is definitely laid down in so 
nian.,.,· "\YOrfh. The Bill g-oes ou to say that. 
if the board wants th8 a.:;;~i~tan~-p ·of an 
artuary, it must buy th ,t a:,::;-i:"tanc~ from out­
side ihelf. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTWTTiOX : 
It 1nay cn,gage one. 

::Ylr. WETR: It doe' not cv0n sa~- tlwt it 
nH1.) eng;age one. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\.TL\V.\YS: You agrr-c 
\\ ith thr Bill that th0re is r;o need for an 
actuary? 

2\Jr. \VE[H: I say there is no need to 
arpoint an Q0tuary . to the board, but the 
other night the Home Secretary said there 
was. That ie "hat I am contradicting. 

The SECRETARY FOH Puuuo IxSTRcCTIOX: 
But one can be engaged, if ncces·-ar·y. 

Mr. 1\'E[H: 
side. I can rc•nwinber the 
'dreme away back in 1900 
and I can "rcmeiub_•r '"dw .. t 
clistinctlv up to 1912. l can 
~chewe,:, .. beil1g protnulgat{'d in 
.-:ioner's office, ~nd ~ont all O\'Pl' the Stat<'. 
The hon. 1nernher for Rockhan1pton wiJl .-d~u 
n~rncrn 1 W!' thc·rn. 1 rcn1c.nber tlH'lll \,!·ll, a,1d 
I can rcnJmuber tal-~:ing part in the diM·us·,ion.-: 
011 tho_,e ~clJt•ntcs both in "\Iarvboron~)1 a11cl 

in Ipsv.ich. 
The f'ECRETARY FOR H.HLWAYS: \Yi1at Lap­

pened? 

:\Ir. IYEIH: They died, like this one ill. 
Ther• is a n1ortuary up there. Tho whole lot 
of them will be buried in due course. If I 
1n~re as .:-nro of going to heaven as that thi . .:; 
scheme will be hen~ ju~t imrnedia,tely Lcfore 
and after the next election. then I shall h~Ye 
no ·worry on that score. It will be tht'l'l'. 

The S:CRETARV FOR HAlLWAYS: This Bili will 
be passed and put into operrrtion. 

.i\Ir. \YEIR: Give thosP 200 apprentices 
you examined tho other clay a job, nnd I 
~.Yi11 bclicYc :you. An actuary is not going 
to be a membr'r of the board for a very 
g·ood rea,on. Since 1912 and further baclc. 
I r·11n :·cmembcr distinctly the procc~scs of 
argnrnt'nt and the fran1ing o£ rneasurc~ 
cxactlv sirni1ar tl) thl~. I can rcrr""!tmhrT 
all of tho~f' mea:"ures-i_he superan(luat]on 
;;::clJf'Jne, which was suggested in Commission('!" 
J':yans's tin1e~the schcrnes that l\ ere tran;o:;­
£erred to paper. I can rernernber how re-gpO!l­

f'il,lo ofljccr.::; '"ere sent out at. the Corrnni~­
~ioner's expense n.nd in the Con1n1i~sioncr' . ..; 
ti1nc; ho\v those officers addressed the rail­
v,·aymc•n and tried to Jlnt the schente foJ"­
,._ ard. In cn•rv case the railwavmen fell 
dcv.-n on the iob for the rca,on 'thC~t th,,­
wcre !18\ er sati,fied that the scheme \V1;, 

gL·nuinr:-. The-ir iclea was that. thf"re \\'a.:; a 
·· niggrr in thP \Voodpi1e." 8o there v.~a ... 
One way the 1\Iinister is going to kill hi< 
~cheme is by rnaking the raiho·ayuwn think 
thRt then: i~ a "nigg-c-1~ in the 1YOo·-1p~1P '': 
oiHl thcv will r,ot he sati<ned otherwise until 
tr(~v hfn'(~ the ordinarv con1n1on cJurt,"•\V 
0:\t~ncled to ihem of allm;ing them tn appoin't 
tbci1~ 0\,7 11 rcprc,.entati\re. If the hon. 
gcntl01nan \Yants to spoil what n~ight bC 
a good TI1Nl8Urc-, he is golng t.hc rjght vva,, 
aLout it hy reflecting. on the intelliF·rrce ::end 
thn c,>pacit~- of the railwllymrn to mind thei1· 
O'.\-n affair:".. Tlll're t3hou1d be- no ar·-unlent 
n::- 1inst giYing the n1cn a rcprcscnt::!.ti\·P. The­
Coninli:;;sionPr will hc:n·e his reprc~cnt.ati\·e; 
why not giYe the e1nployC'0'l the Sh~lle rjght? 

}1r. BR\ '•CD : TbPy arc going to h<LT c one. 

:\lr. IVEIR: Th<' hon. mrmb<'r for Burrum 
interjects that they are goin11: to ha Ye on?; 
but ht1 j-; going to be sclt-'' tcd for thP 
colour of his lwir. I am not S3,~ ing pohti( 1.1 
c'llnnr, l!ut hl ·will have to be of tbc col0ur­
thut ,\·ill suit the Mini'tPl'. If tlut is not 
ihr c1~e, 'vhy not lrt the Len nppoinr 
thr·ir own l'Cllre.'3cntativ(~? 

Let us go n >tage fnrther. If all 1:h0 
...:cheHI€"3 rrornnlgatcd fron1 tirne to ri:ric 1-':erf' 
nnalyscd. ~urclv a. schen1c could br> dc-viAed 
to-dity on a gOod basis, particularh~ v:hen. 
?.<I snid the other nig·ht. v.e haYc t;J acldc'd 
experience- of the poliu~ f:Chen1(~. the pnLl1c 
scryic-C' schcrnf'. nnd a1I the other supt ··ann na­
tion ~t.:hctnf's tbat exist in ot.hcr ptnf,, of 
th world! If these thing-s are worth 11n ,._ 
t11 ng, surely it should 110t bt:> d, c1ifFcnlt 
th ng for the dcpartnwntal officer~ to frame a 

Mr. Weir.; 
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,~('hC'lll0 for subn1ission to the n1Pn ~ Give 
th_'Hl the right to argue it out, and say 
·· '\e-:: ., or "?\o" to anv s·lch ~chmne. Thev 
did it before, and they l~illed ali the scheme~' 
pnt forward. They probably ,, ill kill the 
propos.ed schcnre frorr1 suspicion. If they 
do. thn it will be the fault of the :\·Iinietcr. 
I hope such a thing will not happen. 

There is an aspect of tho sch0rne ~vhich, 
to m,· mind, tells more definit<'!y than any 
-other \ray just why the GoYf'rnrncnt are 
introducing- this schcn1e. I h, ,.e no t .vo 
..opinion-; as to the reason for the introduc-
1 ion. l do not believe th{'y iJa vc one 
thought of doing a good service fci' the rail­
WJ.Yln0n. I believe their comn1erci·-d mind 
j~ i:he onlY rnind thcv have; that the""'-? have 
lhcjr n1in.ds bent ori balancing the !edger. 
Tbe;: know that, while \'1-'C in our duy corn~ 
JlellC'd uwn to rc.,ign on attaini11g the agf~ 
l>f ~ixty~flve years, they prorni~ed that they 
IYOtdd not retire rnen ut sixtv-five vears of 
age·. I know frorn internal · cxpt:'l·rence cf 
the railv.a:, senice that the ··age> 65" 
regulation in the raih\ ay serYicc is as old 
:a~ Captain Cook. At any rate, it 'vas 
there when I joined the sen-icc in 1899. 
\YP t ·11Tied it on; but the nevil (_~ovcrnrnent 
.·aiel. "\Ye will abolieh it." ·well. they get 
.all the credit they arc entitled to for that. 
:'\ow. having abolisheJ that regulation and 
rea.1i~>ing that it is going to be a burden 
in these days of declining n \~(•nue in the: 
raib.ays and a n0cessit.v fm· curtailing t.l1e 
1111111 ber of cn1ployees in the raihvay service, 
the:· have come to the ~onclusion that ther 
h<Lvc bitten off more than tlwv can chew, 
hccanso there is, and always ha::: lwen, a 
rh•mand at !he bottom of the s<>rvice for the 
elin1ination of the "65 '' men at the lop 
of the service. particularlv as there> is not 
mnch roOLl in the servic8 for extra 1nen. 
J an; not arguing the n1erit:-3 of that case. 
1 on1 one of those who believe that it is a 
{'l'lnH i o put a caps b1e old rnan on the 
·· ~t'l'np-hcap.n That Js not hi~ place. It is 
.a traYf'st.'-~ on civilisation that the OllC crin1e 
a man < o;nmits is that he gPts old at si \tv­
fin• ;ccarcc of age. lt is a pity that the nation 
--ard particularly the F0deral Govcrnn1ent 
--han' not brought in an up-to-date aid-age 
pcn:-:ion measure c~ orthY of the nan1e for 
i'.Upc·ra:ll1uating all uJeiL \d1o rea{'h the age of 
;:;ixt.';-fiye. 

},,, .. Cou,T::-;s; Hear. hear! 

:YI1 WEIR: You will agree with me. :ltir. 
SpPnkor, that, ''Then a n1an has dmw noble 
s;rYice in ~1~y 1Aalk of life i~l this great 
C;onnnolnvcaJ~h an_d_ ha~, rutcliCd the ag\• of 
::-~xt.Y-.flVP, hP IS ]0f!'ltlm'"ltely entit1cd to a pen­
~Ion 1 o enabJc hirn to li,-e thr_. n·::;t of hi~ llf·~ 
IYith his farnil.v and tho,~c_~ surrounding hin1 in 
comfort. ThJt ls a good argurnc11t. For 
a11 that, the co1nn10rf'ial aspect intrudes 
it"•lf hct·r•. The"e people '"" that the old 
n10n 1.vill b.-~ sl"'ovcd out in th8 ordi11ar\" 
conr .. P. Then haYe f>~ed np th:: difficult~· 
for tlv' tirne being: but the;: '.Yant the rall­
\Yay ernplo:vcrs t.J "cr~rry the baby.'' \Ye 
kno~,y thni: thf'~C' o1d llH'n w·ill be pushed out, 
nnd th' put it on the raih\-·a. men to pu~b 
ihrir ovvn o1cl n1en Ql.Jl. Therefore. the\~ 
fonnnlate a srhen10 wh1rh will forcr the ffi{ ~l 
to ca1T_y the l'c-.ponsibility. Tho provi:;lou 
for cmnpul .ion i there; 1.vhcthC'l' it is riQ"ht 
nr \'.Tong 1s besid(' the i·;suc. ~ 

Tlw Se ~RrT,\RY FO.R RAlLWAYS: If 
·~~ n1rn bclioyo ~on they will ha\'c no 

::\lr. \rEIR: I am not blaming- thl' hon. 
g·entlcnutn. The Niinister has power to prc-

[Jfr. TVcir. 

vQnt a.n7· theory that I rnight put up by 
giYing the railwayn1en t.he right to rnincl 
their own businese. That is my point. The 
rail v. aymen will not be bound by me. They 
ha~ J e11ough intelligence to 1nind their own 
affairs, and they ought to be giY•m the 
right to do so. The GoYernnlcnt see the 
nPod for pllshing· these old men out, and 
they :<ty. .., Rather than ea rry th0 tC'ilJOH­

sibilitv ourseh·cs we will thrO\Y it on the 
railwa>,- employees. \Ye will gi,·e them com­
pulsory superannuation. so tha1·. they will 
C''lrry the re:::ponsibility of ~uperannuating 
; he old n1en ir1 the sPrvic~'." I want the 
".Iinister to remember the fact that the unit 
given to 111011 who retire under the public 
::-t;rvire snpe1·anr1uation schcn1e i~ 11ot a Yery 
great arnount. It is not a vrry large rrn1ount 
for these old 1ncn to retire on. 

The difficulty in connection wi1h any super­
annuation schcn1e i~ the 111en \vho haye 
reached forty to forty-fh-e c·ears of a;:;·<'. It 
is a Yt'J',V difficult thing to make ~n actuan­
allv sound occhemo which will enable men of 
fcrty-fivt~~ years of age to come under the 
sf'hemr.'. \"li{hen a 1na.n reache::.. 1 he age of 
fort.Y-fiYc vear~. hP beconH~s an encurnbrancc 
to c1nv :;wheniC'. It i~ diffitult to formulate 
any Schc111e tlwt wjll give these men the 
full benefit. That i.~ eo in life insurance and 
in all moa'·lll'l'S that are built 0'1 actuarial 
grounds, .and L)r that rca..;:on thPre •xill be 
a difficultv always confronting the GoYPrn­
rnent regarding the re:,ponf'ibility of the 
111an \Yho is old when ihe s-rherrw is intro­
duced. That is going to confront this Go~ 
YC'l'l1rnent. and I bc]jcye thnt is the reason 
whv thcv are inL'odu-cing a sch('mf' to relieve 
tb~·n1sch:e:;; of the· re~pon:::ibilitv of rrtiriug 
mPn at sixty-five years of age. 

i\Ir. Dr:'\LOP (Rodhalil)ilon]: A,, an old 
r..1ihvay en1ploye0 I ,~hould like ~o say a few 
\'. ,,rds on this Bill. I do not tlunk any hon. 
L.1L'1llh{'l' who ha;. S[)okcn on any subject 
~in('e I ha \·e been here nPeds a J.uf'C of 
l1i~urated nragnct<in for his dig~_~;:;tion in order 
to get a lead from eitlw;· side of the 
House. I supported the amendment pro­
posed b.v tlw D0puty Leader <;f. thP_ Oppool· 
tion at au earlier stage of tn1s Jhll, an~l. 
after the remarks of the Secretary for Rall­
'.\ a vs. I arn more C'OllYinrcd tha11 CYPr that. 
I ~licl the right thing in snp;1mting that 
arncndmcnt. The hon. gcntL'm~Jll started 
av:·av back in th• ":ncYCl' neYer,'' and pro­
L -'eded stage by ::;tagc, and the further he 
w .. nt the more I became conYinced that the:·o 
lnd lwen di,satisfaction throughout t1,e nul-

,-, v ~en· ire for son1e ronsidPrabk tlme. Th: 
halL gentlcn1an quoted one particular u1~jon 
~.d1ich borP out rnv statement at the. trme 
ih·:t to a large f'xtcllt what kept .r·a1lv:rry 
, nnPrannuatlon b· ~k was that a ccrt.dn nn1on 
clitl ne·· ,'f.3l1t to sec th0 in·tih1tion of a 
SUO( t:nnuat:ion ·ellC'D1P bc-ertU:::P jt 1night r:_rc­
YC'~lt it frorn taking dir('Ct artion ancl go1ng 
0~1 ~trike. 

Frmn what the )Iini~ter read to ns, it 
( { :lYinrcC. me that the railv,Tay c·nployef 3 

have been approached b,· lwo lo~s. of 
ono of 1.vhich ls t1H' Anstrah<ll1 

LTnion of Lc-eom.otiY(' EnginPrnen: 
lJul- t'l~c raihray scTYirc i-; c0D1ilOscd O.:_ 16.000 
C'·!llplPy(,•s. I never undc·rstood frorn \Yhat 

the SecretarY for Railways sair\ 
18 p.n1.] that anv of iho::t: cn1pioyel.-;1 'vere 
· approcchcd. Tho hon. member 
~Iaryborough prarticall,v put the c a:;: 111 

a 1:ut:::L_:ll in his ren1arks. Tlw S.ccrdary for 
Raihv.ays. aud particularly the Conunission(·r 
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for Railways-I do 11ot suppose anyone has 
had more experience than myself of the Com­
missioner for Railwavs-~so1nc of the ConnTIIS­
sioners are good, and sun1e of thC>ln arc r~ny­
thing but good. One of them at one parncn­
lar tin1c \vas so good' that. v,·hen I asked 
permission to come down from IlJSwi-:h to 
interYiew him •and I can1e down, he ga Ye rue 
h'n minutes to get bark to Ipswich, and 
-would not receiYe DlC' at all. (Laughter.) 
The Sccretarv for Railwavs or the Commis­
sioner to-day·· dare not appoint on the Rail­
way Appeal Board or any other appeal board 
a rnan of their own accord. but ~tiYe the 
emplovees the right to appoint thc·ir men. 
The reason for that is that it creates a better 
feeling to let the men take their ov n respon­
sibility on the appeal board. I had the 
honou·r of b· ing on the appeal Loard for 
nine years. I was elected by the emplo~·ces 
themselves, and they apparently considered 
that I had more than the aYerag·c amount of 
intelligenco to st'ate their case. (Laughter.) 
Whilst I was on the board, I '.\'as not afraid 
to criticise the Comn1i~sioner or anYone else. 
\\'hen you get there, you do not ";ant io lw 
frightened of anyone so long as. you giYc a 
fair da~v's work for a fair ·day's pay to your 
superior officer vvhcn ~vou arl~ on duty. 
!Hear, hear!) I say without feur m· fa your. 
that the Miaistcr should have taken the 
employees into his confidence by giYing them 
the right to appoint tlwir rcpre"entatives; 
,_Llld

1 
bt>ing a bit of a prophet. I ~hall fore­

cast that this thing .is ~s·oing· to end ;;1~ t1H' 
lwn. nicn1Lcr for lVIarybol'OUkh said it \Yould. 
If ;. uu do not give them the righ( to ha YO a 
sa~v in appojnti11g a f(~pr(;;;;enLJ.tiYt', you arc 
killing the fir~t prineiple of it by not taking 
the ernplo::( C's into your confidcn ':·. If the 
).Iinister did that, it vvoulcl haYc giyc-n the 
men a fair show to shoulder their rccpom'­
bilitc, on the board. I belicYc I can 'hnc't 
pick" the union from which the <'111\JloyN! i, 
going to corne, if th(rc 1,, anything of a 
hoard; but, fortunately, baYing :;;oulcthlng o£ 
a Chri!3tian-likc naturl', I "·ill llC!t say. 
(Laughter.) I am certrrin of thi': Tlw Sf'cr<'­
tary for Haihvays. has quob::-d a certain 
union. and that is "·hv I think he j, afraicl 
of submitting the question to the raih1·a:· 
en1ployees in case that particuln1· union v·ill 
haYe nothing to do \Yith it. All thie piffio 
to the dfcct that they mivht rl·iprllc the Bill. 
as I he Home Secretary said, is non ·ens<'. He 
knows nothing about the raihYa:v en1plo\·ee~. 
H<' Wants to bo in touch with railwaY 
employees to know what their requirement's 
alT. Tho railway employee kno\YS his o·,vn 
bmincss best; otherwise why ic< it t!mt the 
Secretary for Railways and the Commis­
sioner for RaihYa~·s brought about the Jnyen­
t.ions and Sug-gestions Board? It "\";as becan~e 
lhev kno\v thl,t railvvayrncn have got brain~. 
and have brought into oper<'ltior c('rtain irn­
proYemeuts "·hich have 'aYed the Go.-ernmc-nt 
thousands of pounde. Surely to g·oo,]ne·.s the 
Goyernment should have giyen the men their 
conf!d(•ncc! but thev ha.-o he id •,omc!'hing 
back. and that· is going io kill the super­
onnuation scheme. I "·ant to know from the 
::\Iinister whether this schcm·c is going to he 
Hwdc compulsory. I }u,ye no rnandatc frorn 
thn railwa, employees that thev want it-a 
f'ertain nun1hrr want it-hut the 1najorits 
ha Ye to decide whether thev v ant it or not. 
Is the question going to he,·_st-~bm,i.ttcd ~~_th,~ 
t'mp!oyePs for thcrn to say · 1: £''3 ' or ··_'\a 
in regard 1o it? IR it going to be an Ordel' 
in Council which has to dccid<' the whole 
thing, instead of this Parliament'? \Ye have 

on the business-sheet something about the 
Babinda State hoteL which is only a sc'con­
-darv consideration compared 'vith the wel­
fare of the raih\'av emplovees, and there 1" 
also something about J\Iount Isa: Thi .... 
Parlia1ncnt is going to decide what 1~ g.o~ug 
to be done in those ~ases, and the deCJOIOll 

is not to be left to be dealt with 1Jy an 
Order in Council. 

I suppose they think that tbe mihYay 
employees_ as a hod~', do not kno1Y theu· 
own business. I ain satisftcd that thpy do. 
I know for a po:3itiyc fact that a yery large 
percentage ind~~t:d of the railway. e_m.p~oyee~ 
in all branr·hes haYe taken out pohcws ll1 the 
State Insurance Office and other insurn.nce 
officrs. and those e1nployees \vill -\Y:lllt to !n1o~Y 
where they come in. That is a phase ot th" 
question which I haYe neYcr yet heard rlrs­
cus•ed. If this scheme rs to be compulsory, 
m~nv of them will pull out from th' :-;tcttc 
and· other insurance offices. '\1orcoyer. wrth· 
the shre\\'d method of putting off railway 
clerks and others that the Government Jiayc 
at the present tin1e, railway en1ployeE:..;; h~ve 
tr, think twjce before they start anytlnng 
like this scheme. That is one matter that 
has to be taken into consideration. Is the 
~cheme g·oing to be sub1nitted to a YOte of 
the employees .. os a \Yhole? If so, naturally 
there will haYe to be a reasonable percentage 
of them in its favour, because the}' ought 
not to be force-:1 into poying whdher they 
like it 01~ not, whEn l:iO n1any ur~ ah·ead:'-' 
contributino· to''< ards policies of Insurance­
_As regards'~ the e,ppoinbneut of the actuar.Y 
and the board and going ttbroad for experts 
:.-eneralh-. the board -,yh1('h the 11ini;-;rer ha~ 
;h·eady ·appointf'd scen1s to have gone a\~·a:v 
like an <:tt'roplanP.; but I shall haYL' sm~tcth1ng 
to sa v on that tnatter ''"ben ~he rcpo~t yc:nv~s 
alonU·. I sl1ould. like to rcn11nd .tho .Jinu~tet· 
ihat -- onr own n1e~1 ha.YC the bra1ns ncce:';sa:r:.T 
f~n· a job of th-;s kind. I f}UitP ag-rPt~ w1th 
the ho.n. 111f'n1b ·r for }Iaryboroug~l rhat v:e 
ha.vc the police and publir serYlCC :-npr>-r-
< nnnation sch0mes to ~uide n :. an,d :we~ 
have in the ra1hvny f-f'l'YICe num \Y:.th nra111-" 

''Y"ho han~ ri~cn frorn tbc bottotn rung·. of 
t h0 ladcler. 'Vhilst I am an Au:n~lra~ 
110 ti-,-e, I an1 opposecl cYery tn110 to 1HCn.111o 

n.nvon0 fn)n1 c•utsidc Qneensland flH' th~sP 
jobs. hc~anse QneenslarJclPrs hav0 the brom" 
io do annhing you like to p1ck. Q_t:L8l1~1an~ 
j~ th0 L0~t '-ert1on of Au-:traha. <'.nd Ell(Vt}Od) 

v. ho goc-~ fl brorrd in prcfprence 1~ 110t fit to 
bL• ln this ParJia,ment er in any }o;·ul f:OYern­
ment hedv. 

I {'ertain1Y mn goinp: to supporr tl-1 ln:-'a"­
nre, but I an1 surprised ·that it onl~v pro·nde~ 
for tlw anpointment of a bo .. rd. that 
thP Gov()ri1mcnt .are not _g·oing .to tl;en' 
own cntploycr;;; 1nto thc1r ronf1:lrncr. _ ~on­
~idering th0 prnscnt trenc1 of. ra1lv.·ay i~Y< nt~. 
I be1icYP t11at 1ll7 forcr:J.~t .vnll rr~YC ~~orrect 
that, when this quc.~tion 1P f:ubn11ttcct to a 
yote. the fe"d that the Gov0rnment hayc· 
not trtkf'n their cmploy0cs 1nto th, 1r eo.nfi~ 
dence \Yill cause the n10n to votr- ~lf::l_nf\t 
the srhen10 in order to tet1ch tht' }t_,_lr11:-.tPJ' 

a~ l0sson and nutkP hirn rPa.li~e that htY~ 
the nrc0s~ary hra.inP in onr own I 
L,_ljeve that a1onC' ,v1l1 kill th.P .~Ltpera1:nna­
t;oa s. h01nr. and this anpotntiW'JJt .:Of a 
lKHHd flll'l CODSC'Cjllf:T.t Yfl:::te of tilll(' "\'n:J all 
go for nothine,·. vvherr·ns lYe coulf1 J1aYe clon0 
the sens1bL~ thing and intro.dncrd n 
~traig·ht nut. gjying tb0 r tdwa 
an indiration 0f whnt lt \Yas gc it~!! 
and !'-0 rPcogn1:·-d1lg t1v' principii• of 
rnentary cm~trol. ::'-Jaiura1ly, if it go~:-~ to· 

Mr. D1inlop.] 
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a vor". I will su:·port the Bill ac the ]r _,.,,. 
of p,;:o evlJs, nnd becap..:.f> l con:'idor thar 
t\, o-thinis of a loa£ is brttcr thal! no bread 
<-tll l ng-h to go past a rr..1n':::. Acl:un'~ J.pple 
mto corporeal logi,-l;,tiyc• dnYP. (L'lugh-
tc·r.! 

::\fr. D_\SI-I (Jfnndingburr ·): The ~Iin1:H'i' 
ha" ,:.:;i-.,·Ln n~ YH'y littl0 infonuatinn: aiHL 
as ro the n.ppoi1~tnF-~llt of a 1---oal·d for +he 

of inYestigflting tl10 IYWttor. it 1nuq 
c1uite nl)Yious to ey( ry hon. n1crnbcr that 

thnt. C011ld haYo ln)f\U doiiC' ,,-.;thout any Act 
< [' ParlinrnP11t. 

• \ t 8.12 )'.lll., 

The CHAlR)r_\~ or COl\J ,rrrn~r-s (:)lr. Robcrts. 
{Fe. ,f l'oo·coomb(') rcJiey,--.<] till' :-.;-~c>akcr iu 
th·, chair. · 

:'fr. DASH: Th0 Bill goco further. and 
provide··· d1at the Ca.binet shall exorcise full 
l0g;sla tivo J1owcrs--nDwcrs which should not 
b0 f!r=tntcd to any Cabinet bv a ]-:larJiament. 
The Bill nro:vidcs that the board ma v take 
d:" long as~ two years to for.nulah~ a sChe1ne. 
:'\o doubt the board will have far~reaching 
pm,·as. It will be able to makE' inquiriu 
under the lJrovisions contained in the 
Official IHqu1ries Evidmwe Aet of 1910. 
vvhich Act will he amond0d bv a Dill that 
was nnrlcr discucsion in this Pin·lianwnt this 
aftemoon. If the Cabinnt had sufficient 
power to appoint a Royal Commission to 
inquirC' into racing in Qur~0nsland and if 
the c., bin et had sufficient nowet to aproint 
other boar,'ls, whv could not this board be 
appoirtf'd in a like n1nnrL•r '? I-T:lc1 a boarr-1 
be"n a P!Winted ir. that mqi1J1Cr. a scheme 
basEJ on the report Y',Toulc1 then hnYc lK•('n 
~uLrnitted to Parliament for consid ~ration 
bP fore rect'iving lhe force of la''. 

I quite realise that th0 1\linister has a 
sufficient number bchinrl hlEt to guarant.f'·~ 
a safe pc,scagP tn thn Bill ; bPt I vvonld 
lC'In:ind hin1 that thP Bi11 propo;;;cs to intro­
duce a superannuation ~e}l~:"rn<~ 1vithout th-: 
snuction of Parliament. Th0 mcn•bcr' of 
hi~ OIYn r-Jrt~~T will rDt b_• g·jy{'ll all onpo··­
tun1ty of eonsidering a scherne; but if IYili 
hl" dealt wit-h h:v a s1nall C)terif' of :rnernher~ 
sitting i!l ~Pcret conclav-e in Cabinl"t. Tht' 
Cab~net ''"jll }la"S tbe legislation rcquirf'd 
io grv~ etfcct to the scheme whi! .t t):" l'l'JWC~ 
SL"ntatiYCS nf the pooplp will be ignored. 
Such a position should not be allo··.·;oc] to 
go nnchall(•ngerl. On tho hustings Iron. 
rnenl1--Jc>rs onpositc rppr>~ttf·dl, clain:.cd that 
ihc:· intc"dcd to rLstore tlw anthoritv of 
Parlianwnt in Ouecmhnd if theY \yer<' 
rc-tu,rnf'd to power. rrhev arc prO.reeding 
furrtlPr th3n any othf~l' GnYf'l'l1l11Cllt d~d in 
1-l10 djrcction of igroring P<4rl~arnent. I 
haY<" a l'Pcollr'ction nf thei:· hitter criti(·is1n 
anrl abuse of the Labour Cal inet when ir 
i~~1H'd l'<'gulations for the arlntinj~tr.·tjon of 
Yarious Act-> of Parlian1f~_:lt. I rt~n1embC'r 
t~w t'Ondernnntion that \Yas hc<)pr:d 1~pon the 
COYC.'rmnent by hon. n1Ptnbers opno<;.;lte IYhcn 
th('~- Yvcrc in oppo~ition : nd I cl er~ rl-,· 
recollect their bitter complaint tlwt the Go­
Yf'rnmcnt of tl1n da.v .'vnrc re.3orting to gu­
Yel·nnlrnt by regulB.tl0!1, anfl not £;OY0l'1l­
nH•nt. h~Y the people ihrfJugh th0ir L g-i'Slator . .-
in Quecnsl 'nd. · 

C!anc0s ·"· 6. and 7 of the Bill tak,. hont 
Hn• rC'pl'< .-;entatives of th0 people the right to 
c1i~Ct!SS the snr.cranl~Untlon ~chf''•'C. I a!ll 
nnit,' \YC'll awr~rn th"t four"-•t.•n daY~ aftel' 
11H• oprning cf Parliamf'nt the rPQ.u1ation::: 
can be thrown npon thP tLJblc~ aftf'~' having· 
hrr•n na::;.;:;;r-d bY the GovPrnor i1~ ConnriL 
and that hon. · 1nen1ber:" 0~1 this ~idr~ 111nst 

r Mr. Dunlop. 

nlO\'C' a re::>olu6on against i heir n do11tion if 
the_y ar0 oppO~l~d to the111; bu-t thrrt rcsoln­
tlon 111ig-ht. 110\"C'l' corne bcfor~~ Parliarucnt for 
cli~cn~ .. ion. \Yhat is tD b€' feared bv aliov~·­
ing 1he n•pl'C'S8ntrrti'-TC's of the pcoJile r-:Oint" 
YOlCP ..-:·~ to bow the 1nonev of thp State shall 
J~. • expended. and hovv the peopl~ skdl be 
laxed in C'Onnection with this 1naiter '? 
r:rlH'~e rlauscs do ltot indicate iJwt the lC'gis-
1ators Df Queensland vYill bo given an oppor­
tunltv to ronsidcr t-he ,chc1ne. Y.'e shall 
have· ~on1e•thing Yory .strong 10 -:::ty \Vlwn 
this Bill n~ache:;; the comn1ittcc st .. t~ ~ 

1_..-t"stcrdn_v the TrcasurC'r pla.cn.l upt:n 1llc 
tabl~~ of this House certain reguLtt;_cns baY­
ing a far~reaching ofl'ect. Clause 3 (2) 
ilh!,tra1es the power of the board. 'Cnder 
1 hib clrruse, if \vitnesses whoru the board 
iutc11ds to cx::uninc do not co .. nc forward to 
gin: eYidPnce-and I Do not ~\.n,nv \:hat 
PYidcncc the boaed ,,:iH rcqnire-thc.v cnn 
be fined an amount not exccediuf~ £.500. 
\Yhat. i, behind this Hill. I" it a super~ 
nnnufltion Bill, or is it ;1 H~ll iol' tht~ pt_!l'­

lJOse of inquiring into ot.hl:r 1nattcrs ;' 

:VIr. CosTELLO: It ts a new ta cation 
n1e<:1sure in disgtuse. 

Mr. DASH: Th8 title of the Bill Js-
" A Bill lo constitute a Railway Super~ 

ann nation Investigation Board; and fo1· 
other purposes," 

\oYhat are the " other purposes" tbi.< board 
i . .- intt:_-ndcd to inquire into? The 2\fini~ter 
lL1s g-iYell us no information as to \vhat 
thev ;,ill be. The only inform"tion the hon. 
gcri .. tle1nan gave us ''·as some history of rail­
\'\ .1:,- superannuation ~whcmcs vvrittcn by son1e 
offic:cr of his department, toget.h0r with 
some statictics which were compiled for him. 
lion. 1ncmhPrs desire so!ne information as to 
what tho scheme of superannuation vvi!l be. 

The Secretary for Railways was selected 
hy the Leader of tho Government. The 
niembers of his own party had no say in the 
sdcction of lhe Cabinet.. The Premier 
expects, be< auso he put it over the members 
of hi~ o-...vn party, to put it over us with­
out any protest from this side; but we arc 
going- to have our say in the matter. dc,pitc 
whether the hon. member for Carnarvon 
l·nds lib' a bull or not. \Ye demand a say 
i•r thHe matters. \Vhat is wrong with the 
Govcrnrncnt introducing a Bill as it rna.v 
!;,, drafte.d by the l:oar·d of inquiry or the 
Cabinet, and permitting bon. members to 
study it clause by clause? The)' arc afraid 
to bring such a Bill forward becausL' of the 
critici~n1 WC' n1a v offer. I intend to offer 
tny criticisrn agO:inst certain clauses o£ thi:-3 
Bill at every stago vrhen it ccmes before u:;;. 

1\h. COLLI:\'S (flall'nl): I intend to hav-e 
a few ';yords on this important m0asurc. 
First of all. I notice the title of the Dill is­

" A Blll to con::titutc a Railway Super­
annuation Investigation Board ":-

Th·tt is all right. but the sting is in the 
L tt,•r portion of tire title, which proceeds­

" and for other purposC's." 
Jir. G. P. B.\RNES: IInso vou IlC:YCl' seen 

that before? " 

Mr. COLLI:\'S: I haYc. Then we conw to 
""lanse 5, .. which reads-

" The Governor in Council. on receipt 
of such report from the board, may, in 
its J.bso]uto discrPtion, apprcn\c of the 
schrnu' of superannuation as aforc~aiU. 
or mav rdcr same back to the bond 
for fm:thcr inquiry and amendment." 
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.[ ":<>Lll' lik'l to know from the }li11istcr, who 
hn-- not g1vL·n us too uluch 1nfonnation, 
l'X"c-r:h· ·whnt this clau:'i~· n1Pi-'ID~. I ha Ye heard 
tlL h~n. b't'lltlf'nl~n r:nakc: far Ot:ttcr :··veeches 
hor 1 tl';P Upl'ositioJl br.>nchr-,. I th1nk he 
ha· fall .1 r!o\Yll on hi~ job, for he has not 
got th1t puiH·h \rhich he had when he saL 
O!l this sidtc of the Chauber. l looked for 
citiic·htcn:ucn1 in his speech on thj, iulpor­
tant~, llll ~ure, but rec~::iYecl none. I notice 
thin, ttc Bill e.rys in refcrcm·c to the appoint­
Ult·!lt nt' the niCnibCrs of the board~ 

'' Hcgard shall be had to the interests 
of the Com1nissioncr for Ha ih;-ays and 
rhe State generally.'·' 

I n tn i~-L·rcstl~d in the Conun· i.sioner and 
.State g '"erally. T would like to knov,· from 
dw Minister if t};" intention of the Go­
Hrnrnent is that the State shall provide 
cen ,~in funds for th1s i)rOposcd "·lllJC'l'annua­
.tio:l scheme. I take it that it is. That 
1H.'1I!g so. I an1 goi1:g to say a fe''' \Yords 
-on behalf of the people of this State, includ­
ing dte railw::.yrncn. I an1 ;:)ick and tired 
of pieccinC'al le-gislation in co11nection with 
·shut I call sectional legislation. 

Firct of all, we had a snpcranHuation 
~c-iwme for the public scn·icc; thc>n a police 
superannuation sehernc: and no1v it is pro­
posed to introduce a nu'a'nuc of ·superanuua­
tion for railwaymen. I rcmcinber, as other 
hon. m em bm·s probably do, that the Cornmon­
wea lth Government appointed a conlnli:-<..;:;ion 
ro travel the length and breadth of tlw Com­
monwe:tlth to inquire into the practicahility 
-of a scheme which would be applical,Je to the 
whole of the people of the Cornn1omyealth. 
Such a scherno, embracing all 'vorkcrs, i 
1Vha11 is needed in this couutry; and, con-
5idering that the largest portion of the 
electors 1vill have to provide a certain amount 
of n1or1ev to allow the schcn1e to be fnHlliscd, 
what i~ ~ v:rong ,..vith the Go,·e1·nruent y;ith­
clrawing this proposal and proving that they 
arr: progr0~2sive--,orhich I kno\v they arc not­
by c.on1~ng down with a sLhcrn ,' that IYould 
embrace the whole of the workers of thie 
State? I have no hesitation in sa,~, ing that 
tht> railway employeu are >Yorking in >Yhat 
might be termed a sheltered inclustr:.-. \Yhy 
~hould th·, people vvho are working in other 
<>asnal kinds of work--

Th:, SECRETARY FOR R.HLWAYS; Yuu have 
your knife into the railwayrnen. 

Mr. COLLIXS: I ha Ye not, Lccuu;e the 
lloiL .;sent1r·rnan 1vill find that 95 per cc11t. of 
tlw railwaymen in my elcrtorato supported 
tll(' at thP last. election. I h.now "'\YhP·re I 
,;talld, nncl I am in the habit of telling- the 
nurh, whether it offend.s or pleasee. :YI.\ 
arg-un1e:1t is that this propo~('cl measure is a 
<ectional one, and that. consi-dering tha1 tlw 
peojlle of Queensland will haY<' to prm·idr' a 
portion of the funds necc.ssR-ry to carry tlu· 
--ch('me to tt :--ucrcssful issnP, t hr·v s.hould a]~o 
be includ~d in a somcvd1at si1nilar sc1Jemc. 

Cl a use 2 of the Bill ]Hovide' for the 
appointment of an inY< stigation hoard. I 
mn tired of all the investigation boards \~ c 
lraYc had in the Commomn'alth, and am 
beginning to ask myself what is the usr. of 
Parljan1ent vvhcn \Ye appoint in,·cstigahon 
1JOards to deal with 1natters that Hl'f' lt__·g~ti­
ulatclv within our pro...-in{ I anr sick anc1 
tired c>f all the boards thot lwen making· 
inqulri(_-~. "'\Yith no result. T!Jell. cum1ng to 
duLtSt' 5, we find this-

·• If, howcycr. the GoYC'rnor 111 Conncjl 
approves of such sc1wruc \Yith or \vithout 

an~endrnent a-) nfurcs1-id, he 1n .y, in his 
ab: o1ute di:ictetion, f ither-

(i.) Introduce; le:gis:alion mabr.:tcing 
~u~·h sche,ne . D approved: or-" 

~-.--on ;;;.pe the wa.v it cornC:-' in-
··or-

(ii.) Bv Order in Council i nr.c! 
under thjs Act, 1H'Oll1ulg,~te and bring 
into force such approved schcnlt. t,J 
take effect a,, fronr a date to Le l-ixed 
in su-ch Order in Council." 

I share the opinion of other hon. mr 1alw's 
, n this side that there is no need !or this 
im·estigation boar.d at all. Did not the 
::\linister go back to the year 1900 to outlme 
the va.rious inquiries that had been made by 
Yal_i_:_,t.-..s Govcr11nrents? Yet the hon. gentle­
rri i.Il wants to tnake a still further inquir~,- ~ 
\V here arc theso inqniries g-oing· to end·: 

\Yhen I travel my electorate in the north 
of Quecns:and, precious lives like my own, 
as the representative of the people, arc 
under the charge of the :ngine-driver, the 
!lrmnan, and the guard In charge of the 
train. For the time bPing they are the bosses 
or the train, ilnd are even above the repre­
sentati.-es of the people. Thq· are an 
enlig-htened type of men, as well as the 
rnen who rmek the slcr•pcrs a_nd keep our 
lines in good repair. All credtt to the men 
who pack theee sleepers so well m th~ heat 
under our tropical sun. \Vhen I vtsrt my 
elcctora1e, I ridr· there in a first-class com­
partment enjoying the r;·sult <_>f the labour 
of the men at lt'owrch V>IlO bm!t these cars. 
It is these good rai1waymcn who have n1ade 
it so comfortable for me and other pas­
sengers on the train. I haYe. heP~1 on trains 
.-·hen the rain has be 11 fallmg m tor?'ents, 
wlwn thunder ha~ been crashing over . our 
heads, and when the lightning has been Illu­
n-;inating our cc1rriagcs ~ yet these noble souls 
carry on. Thc:v arc rr1ore noLlo, pt..rhaps, 
than >on.c of ihe mc·n "h" fought m th< 
trenches, These noble men face the storm, 
and carry on nut knowing whether some 
l:n1d~P over a -rrnllv or creek may not ~-! 
washed a\',a7. Still ~hey c~rrr. on~ ard t~l{,'~ 
the pas~(:ngers to the1r dPstinaL-Ion. To thnlb. 
that these men, according to the Seereta~y 
for Railwa: s, an' not fit to ha' e a say '.n 
tho election of a representative to .. th;s 
hoard! I hold no brief for any railway 
union, becau'e I bc1lieve they arc nght 
behiud the times. Jf thev had taken my 
ad,-ice, thev would haYe had one big union 
iu Uw raifway service, and not tvv·cnt~~-:::ix 
uuions, a: they ha.-c at the present tnne. 
The Miuister could hn.-c devrsed some method 
whcrebv the >Yhole of the uninns could have 
had a ·Yote- in connection \\'ith. the elP\ tto.n 
of the cmnlovce'' rcpresentatn·e on tlus 
b•,ard. - · 

}fr. "Enw_\RDS: '{on :stood behind a Go·,,-_,rn~ 
m~nt that sacked 1hem. 

:VIr. C'OLLI:'\R : I ne\·er agreocl \Yith tlw 
:-,a eking: of railwayrnen. The bon. n1c nb_- r I~ 
~ittiiF" bPhind a GoYernment that. in <1 

gpner~l kind of wny. is sacking rnr>n for all 
timP, nncl not f:tcking- thelli for a y;r,-•k 

I would like to kr~ow who is going to 
ccmtitnte this board. Arc the GoYernnwnt 
going tn brjng hYo or· three n1en fro·11 ~o"!no 
otlH'r State? This Stntc of ours h~~ gpt 
rnorc' g0niu"2R tht<n ?ny o!t~r St_ate 1::.1 ~.no 
('on">nlOll\l·ealth. Let me- g1vr> an rlln~tr:!tton 
of what thr~ l'onnnonwra1th GoYernrncnt n~d 
to do in the past. At one tinw we had 111 

Queensland Sir Samuel \Nalk0r G1 if!ith. He 

JJh. C ollins.] 
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lw< a me Chid Jwt ice of the Commonwealth. 
H" wa a Qucenolandcr. Later we had a 
l!ltill narned Bell, \Yh,J bccmne ChiL•f Enginel'r 
._I the Conunmnvealih Haihvavs. Then W'C 

had a n1an nan1cd Povrers '''ho ;_vas avpointed 
to tlh) Commonwealth Arbitration Court. 
Later \Ye had a 1nan called l:T rquhart, who wa j 
in ehal'g'(' of tlw police in Queensland. rrhc 
Conuno;Iwca1th Gc. \-crntnent \Ye1·e glad to get 
hold of him "' .. .\drninislrator of the J:\orthorn 
Territory. Only the other day we had a 
1nan called Chri~tio v ho \Yas sent to clcau 
Ul) the n1css at Canberra. I \YOn1d like abo 
rO. refer to a IUall "'\ ith \Yhorn I played 
cricket in the da:. of m)! vonth; but fm· 
whom I ha\'e no respeet at the present day. 
This \Yrts a man called Lukln, \;ho went io 
the CoilllllOlnn:a.lth to do vvork that I do not 
lwlicve Queensland agrees with. \Ve hfLvc hac! 
Qucenslanders of ont:::tanding ability in cYer,\ 
"alk of life, and 1 would like to know fro-a1 
the l~Iini~ter \Yhy thPrc is an need to go to 
Yictoria when th0 Stat1' can produce such 
.men a'; I haYe meutiorred. I 1vas in \.1ictoria 
in the davs of mv vouth. It >vas then the 
lll{ 1Si C'OllS~rYatii'C. st.ato in the whole of the 
C'ummomvealth, and it is still the most con-

serva ti ye. It has not progrP~sed 
[5.30 p.m.] at all. ThcrP is no Heed to g·o 

out~idc this Stat0 whPH we haye 
abilit.Y in the Stutc. if the Government "·ill 
ouly 1nakc uso of it. I arn sat:i:died that 
what the Sccretar' for H.ailwavs has done 
i~ a reflection on the State. (I;1terruption.) 

The DF:PPTY SPE:\KF:R : Order ! I mnst 
a::::k hon. n1err1 bcrs to refraj11. fro1n interjC'c~ 
tions. 

:Hr. COLLI:'\S: I am not listening to the 
interjections, because I arn addressing a 
greater audif'ncc tllan a few lll"rnbcrs of Par~ 
liamont. Th<> great ma''s of people outside 
~Parlian1urt, \Yho havt: nHtde Parliarncnt pos~ 
~ibl,, ,~re thof-e to \YlJOdl I an1 speaking. I 
am satisfied that. if the :'.Iiniotcr take,, the• 
advic·0 tendered from this ~ide of the House, 
he will be doing right. I sat in oppositiou 
nL.ln, year~ ago, and you, J\Jr. Dcput~~­
Spctkf'l') were in Par1iarncnt at the tirne, as 
ah:o was the prcs:...'nt Secretary for Railways, 
but that hon. g0ntlcrnan does not sccn1 to 
]-,aye learnt much since thou. (Laug;hler.) 
It wa:-; .:;;tJ.~Pd to:night that a 1nan who to~{.1a:· 
occupie3 the position of Chief J ustiec of 
Quccnc;;]and, who \Yas in Opposition at tht­
tirne, rnoved an arnondnrcnt to a parti,z;ular 
Act, whirh amendrnf'llt wa::; acc2-ptcd by th0 
t~1cn C~oYennncnt. I hope the G{ ;-rrruncnt ar{' 
not going to take up the attitude that thc,,-

all t.hc wi,clom of thL) House. and llG. 

u:--r- ar():urncnt that, berrru~::.' \YP did so 
and ~o at ono tirno thcv rnu~t do ihC'· 'a1110 

nm:. I was broug-ht up· in a dif!'ercnt school 
of th<.tight to th',1t-iu et school of thought 
'" h!ch hL'ld that b\·o nTOll7S did DOt 1nakc a 
1·ight. If they alll1 ge that' y:c• as a Gon1rn~ 
znr·.lt., did rang, is th~t aDv rcn:-on wh.v the 
prr~ cnt Govcrnn1ent slwuld do ronp;? If 
\\-c n1akt~ a good ~ugg·cstion, not onl:v in con~ 
Jl('(·tion with thiR BilL bnt with other n1ea­
nrro,, it should lw ;;cccptccl. I hopo the 
GoYernnH'nt \Yill take 1nv advice and vrith­
dra.w this Bill, and ~h~w ihc:v hnYc sm1w 
initiative, and i-dea of whnt tho great 
rna"s of thL" peoplE· require, <1nd introduc0 a 
gcn0r .1 schorno of '-U))Prannnation whir-h will 
ft~)pl:v to the who1c of t 1 w population. 

:\Ir. HYl'\ES (f'oll'n.<. i/lc): I clc,iri' to pre­
face Hl~~ /'E'lnark., by sa:ving that this party 
and 1 he 'vhole of the Labour UlOYcrnent gene-

[ Mr. Collins. 

rally arc in fan)Ul' of a p1·oper schPJH( nf 
::'-uporunnuati()H for r;:tilv a-., v·orker:-:: aJ!d for 
all othC'r \Yorkr:!r:» in the rorrnnunitv. A\ 
df•ai has been nutdc bv Governn1cr~t 

bout carrying ont "an. (•lrction 
l'l'g'l.trd 1o thi, rnatter. If they Vi -_re c,'.rryin.c: 
out their election pledge :1l it:-; entir·•' ~,-. hon. 
lliPinher:.; opposite \Yonld r0cPive the wholt•­
hcarted and sincere co~op· ration of rnrqubr·r.;; 
on thi;;; sic1c jn placing the Jneasnr·P on tlH• 
.'-'tatute~book. I have jn rnY lJ;lJH.1 thc· J,o1ic:­
~lwcch of tl10 Pr01nier <.tt ~the last cl t·i iou. 
y;t rC>ff'H'Jlf'C to the Rill whir·h \\B nrc• l!C'· 

di .. cu~sing Le hnd this to say~ 

.. Ol'n H.ArLwA:: PoLicY. 
·' T\YO gerH'ral n1atters of polJc::; fJCr­

ha,ps I ,:-;huuld ftr,~t DlPntion. Fi1·~tly. \Yt: 

propose to inaugurate a f:.onnd schcuw of 
11pcrartnua6on for 1·aih\ a~y en ployee~"· 

fre"' fl·orn political inJ Pr .. '-'rCJJC''. \\ l' 
:-hJ1l not he party to enforcing any a:;-t• 
lin1it for serYice in the department .. ~·' 

It '\a;;: tn be frf~c frmn politi('al interren nee•. 
l would rroitrt out that that is what this Biil 
j_, bringi1;g about~it is gi \·ing control uf tl~e 
.'-'c11''UIP to the Cabinet. The Governc~r 111 

Council mentioned in the Bill is the Cabmct: 
and I take it that the Secrcta·ry for Hr.llways 
\Yill be the· person Y·:ho '.vi1l haYc Juost 
influl'llC'"' in councctiou \Yith thlti n1:1.tt-:r v;h~ 11 
it is decided ln the Cabinet. Wo 'a:· t]uL 
thi~ is bringing the srhcl 10 under 
control. Tho Bill is c:,mouflagecl to 
people bcHen; that it is _for tl:e l~UrJl' 
inaugurating- a board of ITIYt::'-itlg~tlOll.. It l~ 
pateHt to nw tha.t it is Hot. the lnten.um~ ~~ 
1hc GoYcrnmeut to refer tlus rnatter to 1 at­
limuont again. 

This is the last say wo shall have ab?Llt 
the schctuc, and that is ,vhy y:e are tak~ng 
the opportunity to prot:est agamst th;:- actwn 
of the Go\·ernrneut 111 not allovvH!g. the· 
employees, wlro are cl;ioflc affected by Jt, to 
,.]cct their repn'sentativo to the board. It " 
md y a rea~onablc request to rnake, .and. sec~ 
ing. rhat wo represent th~ i_nterests of the 
CmnrnissioiH'r's srryants, 1t IS only n~ason­
;,ble for us to emphasise tha~ they are )U'tly 
C'ntitlcd to :a voice in frarn1ng the scJH'l11e. 
\\' e havP a precedent to guide us. T.he 
l'lliployccs already hav~ the nght to appn!n: 
" rPJll'C•t'ntetiYO to thell' appeal board.·'\\ h: 
~houlcl thPy uot have a sJn11lar rlf.!Ilt 111 

re,pcct of this board'? 'J_'he reason mrht be 
that the Cabinet are afrmd that the presence 
of a direct r{'vrescnt~tiYc_ of t~1e _ernpl~Jyce~ 
,.,oulcl bP in~rrumental 1n bnng1ng 111 a 
~chen1c \Yhich n1ight bzc too fayoul·ablc to tht 
unployce,, lt is logical to conclud that 
that is the 'ok reason why they arc !H'C­

ducl.cd £r01n Hcdccting th( ir repre"entatrve. 
Jn order to emphasise my contention that' th1; 
Coycrnor in Council or the Cabin''t \~·llt 
c·.-('ntually , 'tablish the scheme, I :v.'<JUlrl hke 
to qnotc a paragraph from clause 5·-

,, If, hmYcver. the Governor in CcnJ;ci[ 
approYcs of such schcn1c yvith or w:rho~t 
arncndrnrnt as aforesaid, ho nray. 111 h1~ 
<thsolutC' discretion, eithpr~ 

(i.) Introduce lcxislat·ion cmhruclng 
such schen1c £:0 approved; or 

(ii.) By Order in Council iso.ne·;· nn{\•;­
this Act, prmnulgutc ann hrul~t 
into force' ~uch appro'. ed ·hcnw 
to t-ake effect as .rron1 a io 
b0 fixed in suc-h Order i11 
cil." 

Tlw '"hole of the po'"':rr ic.; ?'iYf'lt tn 1 he 
Coyernor in Council, 'vho, arnongEt otl1er 
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thing~,~ may lc·IL,> whether the sC'he111c i~ to be 
co1npulsory or voluntary, ~tnU rhere i::.; a va;;:t 
difference between the two. Th" repres•;ntn· 
tive·, of the people of Qu 1·nelond, the people 
who should have a voice in deciding such an 
important matter, are not to be consultec..l ai; 
all. The Cabinet. which is not cv0.n elected 
by the n1cn1bers -of t:hc GovC'rnrnt~nt Party 
Le>t appointed by the Premier himself, is to 
dt'lern1inc the Hiatter. 

In effect, \Ye might 'ay that the Leader of 
the Government Party will have the sole 
right of sayiYl'; what the '··home shall bo and 
of fixing its details. That is a groat injus­
tice to the men who will come twdcr it, and 
an abrogation of the rights of the pcopie 
who \Yill have to fmd some of the finance. I 
have a!" ays supported a proper scheme of 
;;upcrannuation for raihvayrnen, and I do not 
think there is a membn· on this side who 
would not give the Covermncnt whoic· 
heartod support if they came down with an 
honest scheme and said, ''There it. is; we 
want to put it into effec ;_.'' 

It ic rather signif1cant that' this board is to 
be appointed fur two years. ls that an indi­
Lation that the matter is going to be shelved 
for two years, or that it is going to t'ake two 
years to u1akc~ the investigation'! ] am satis­
fied that, if I asked the Minister now wheth"r 
he ha·d sufficient data in the Railwav Depart­
ment t'o enable the details of a scheme to be 
settled, he would be compelled to answer in 
the affirmative. 

Tho objects of the Bill are camouflaged by 
its very title. The Bill i, entitled " A 
Dill to constituh~ a HnihYav Supcrannuatio.!l 
Investigation Bo :rd," whereas it is a Bill to 
give to the GoYennuent the right to intro­
duce a schem without nnv reference at all 
to the represent ttins d the people in 
Parliarnent. 

.l\lr. \\·. l'oRGA;.; S;:na: Flouting the 
authority of Parliament .. 

~Ir. I-IY~ES: Clause 6 provide-s-

,, Any Order in Coull("'il i•,·ued under 
this Act prolnulgating and bringing into 
force an: approved scl1PllH~ of con1pensn­
t:on in rcspcd, of ra1h\·a,;- E'lnployeu:, 
and whether such scheme provides for 
cornpul:-'ory superannuation or voluntar 
SUjJerannurttioH, or Loth, chall haYe the 
same force and effect ac if it had Loon 
actuall•· enacted in ami formed nart of 
this Act.. and shall be juclici:lll,v ;10ticod, 
n,nd sh -,ll not be quL'stionc(l iu anY YJrO-

cecdings whateYer:'· ~ 
1 

That indicates lhat the Go ·nmnent intend 
to place this leg·i:·dation on t-he statute-hook 
bcfo-:.~t~ tlw~ actually know thP rff'Pct of the 
lop:i -lation nr the natnrc of the proposed 
~rhen1c. That i~ SOLH'!-hing that should 
caur:c lU grcrt concern. The Uovf"'rtHnC'nt 
have the t"merit to 1ui-roJuec <-· 1neasuro 
and to ask £or the ~atJt·tlon of Parl1ament 
bPfore we nre 111ade awal'l~ of the nature 
of the leg-islation. The cffr•el. of the Bill 
is to give to the Gov{'rno1· iH Council thr' 
whole say-so as to what the .clwnw shall 
ln __ •--whethf'r it shaH be a voluntary or rr com­
vui··-or:v schen1c. nnd \\ hct.het• the \VOrkers 
arc to receive a fair " go" und('l' that sch0n1r:. 
\Yhcn the GovPrnn1cnt refuse to givo to th: 
\Yorl·::Prs th(' right of anpo;Hting a direct 
rqlre,,entativf', then I nnlf't fo!.·n1 the opinion 
thot thcv intend to iet rorluce a scheme that 
will not .be of much bPilPflt to the ern)llo;ve.c,; 
in the Railv, ay Department of Queensland. 

:vlr. POLLOCK (Greyory): I object to the 
]ll'inciples contained in this Bill. I did raise 
scmc obje<'tion to them before rc·ponding 
to tho toast of the departing gLwsts the other 
night. One of the objections that I haYe 
to the appointment of this board is. firstly, 
lhftt there is no busine'O in the Bill itself. 
If the Government meant business, the board 
would havo been appointed by the GoYernor 
ia Council, and the recommendations would 
have been considered bv Parliament. But, 
instead of that, the GoYernment have dec·ided 
to secure all the advertisement possible by 
aliowing Padiarnent to approve of the 
appointrnent of a buc;_rd o[ inqniry-a 
hitherto unhcard.of proceeding--and to have 
the GoYcrnmcnt as thr- :-:ole referee as to 
whether th·' recommendation of the board 
-if any recommendation 1~ madt!-shall 
become 'taw. 

Shortlv after the elections the Premier 
stated that he intended to 'e that parlia­
mentary governrnent was observed in Queens­
land-that is to say, that Parliament '"ould 
be consulted in all matters of consequence. 
Now Parliament is being consulted on the 
question of appointing a board to inquire 
into a scheme; but. when tho actual scheme 
itsPlf is to be considered. Parliament is not 
to be consulted. All we eau do is to approYc 
or disapprov-e of the Bill. After it has 
become law, the CoYernment crtn appoint 
the representatives. Anothn· objection that 
I he.ve to the scheme is that the Government 
have n('t seen fit to giYc us an undertaking 
that the men most vital!v affected bv the 
Bill-the railwaymen-wil(bc representced on 
this board. 

The Minister may h'md-pick somebod~·. ant! 
then tell us that the employ<:cs in the rail­
\Yay serYih~ are being represented on the 
boarrl; but the men th' et ,.• , . .,, will have 
no p<Js~iblc chance of agrc~·"lr_g to the choice 
of that rcnrescntative. The :Minister tol•1 
us at a JW~vious stage of thi.s Bill that the 
railway employees would !cave " direct 
rcprc_·,cntative on this bo ~r'l of in 1uiry. 
\Vhen one sums the Bill up. he must rea lisc 
tfl't, ftrstly, if there is ar,:· businr•s< in it, 
the Govcrnn1cnt would havo appointed a 
board of inqnir.v \Vithout any reference' to 
Parliament at all. They ha,·e that power. 
rrhat ha~ alwavs been a function of Gon~rn­
mcnb. I challenp:c the Sc,crdary for Rlil­
ways to give me one iHustration in Quccn.-:­
lanrl where a GovPrnmcnt ctppointcd a board 
of inquiry into a matt0r and first consulted 
]?arliament. 

The SE~RETARY FOTI R.HLWAY,;: will 
accept your challenge. 

~Ir. POLL()CK: Js tl1c'r~ ar: illustration? 
Tlw SEcR:~T_\HY FOR I:'\!L\\r_\YS: Ycr:, \Y]ll 

give you one instance. 

:Mr. POLLOCK: I han' ~'·c0n in this 
I-1onsc for fift~ en years, rtnd I have never 
known of a precedent. \Y'' .tll know that 
there arc dcYious tricks of Uoverntnenh. 

11r. J\'iAX\VELI: Ycur Go\-crnnlcnt ;n-ailed 
thcrnsclvcs of them. 

The rfnr_'1SLR£R: Th('l'C arc n1anv th~\·ious 
trick:) whJ,:h vvo on this side do n'ot uLJer­
stand. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If the hrm. genti•cmau 
refers to his GovernnH~nt, thon I do not con­
(·ur '' ith him. There is no business in this Bill 
beyond a cheap form of advcrt1slnc- and elf'c­
tiOne{'ring to irnprc•.-; railv.1~-men '\Yith the 
idee" that something is being done for them. 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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·whereas nothing is intendt'd io Le done' other-
wise the GovoTnn1r-nt woulJ :-!p ',(~intecl 
the bo·_,rd straight ()Ut and h~\-~' cl it t·CJ 
n1ako its O'. n recontrncndaiiow~. 

At 8.46 p.m, 
Th<> SPEAKER rt:wmed the chair. 
~\fr. 0r.AYTON interjected. 

Nfr. POLLOCK: The hon. member IS a 
mere tyro in legislation. · 

:Mr. CLAYTON: You onh oniYed he· re a 
few minutes ago. (Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

11r. POLLOCK: And whllt is more, I am 
not going to give :you the ehanc8 for " 
while to fire me out again. 

:VIr. KElm: 'Ve are glad to hear that. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
The SEf'RETAB.Y l"OR RAIL\VAY3: You ilar ... "'l 

learned your lesson. 

:VIr. POLLOCK: I hope the hon. t;<ll1tl"­
ma,n has learned his. So far as I can make 
out, in several instances when inquiries 
were to be made and boards appoint"cl hy 
prevwus Governments in this State or bv 
other Government:; in Australia, the boar~! 
was first appointed by Order in ·Council 
without any reference to J'arlianwm what­
soever. That 'vas when bu~irw;:;'3 'vas in-
tended. Parliament was alw.c1p consulted 
afterwards, and the recomms~tclo.tions of the 
board in some instances given effect to. I a!'k 
hon. members to go back as f '1' as thev like 
in the history of Queensland politic~ and 
quote me an rnstance where Parliament \vas 
previously consulted by the introduction of a 
Bill to appoint a board of inquirv. I should 
be very surpri,ed indeed to he .u: of one. I 
remember no such insta,nce. ln addiiirm t'l 
there being no .reprc~entative of the railway 
workers on tlm board, the board wilJ b 
appointed for a period of two vears. \Vlw 
is the board being appointed f01: a nmiod c.'f 
tw_o years'? I see Po good n. nsoll for i1:; 
hem~ so appointed. Any board competent to 
do 1ts work should be abk to .nakc 
its inquiri8o, and .. through the Government, 
place ~efore Parliament a scheme of super­
~n~uahon for raihvaymcn \YiLhin six 1nonths, 
If It were intended to do so. · 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You were in 
power for fourteen year". >tnd never 
brought in a schc·me. 

Mr. POLLOGK: V\'8 are not discussin~ 
what the previouo Government clid or did 
uot do. The hon. gentleman does not seem 
to realise that he i.s nc.w a member of " 
r~spon~ible Government, and that >Ye are 
clJsCl~ssmg what ho proposes to do, and .th•' 
publ.w and railwayn1en are waiting· to scP 
\Yhat he is going to do in thi, matter. 

';[,he lead ~o far that he lws giy,__'u the 
railwaymen 1n regard to .supeJ.,nuuation i:') 
not ~ very encouraging one. It i~ no doab 
Eothmg but a g·enuine intention to adYcrti" ' 
Widely for electioneering purpo,-cs the fact 
!hat a board is to be appointee!; hut, aecord­
mg to th~ principles containPd in this Bill. 
the Government may refer this matter back 
to tho board time after time for further 
particulars in regard to rPcon1mendation.~. 
and so on, until th<'. period of the boarcl',­
appomtment has cxpued. On the face of 
It. there does not appear to be anv r<"al 
business in the scheme. · 

rrhore is one other point-the Q[l(•!'t;('il of 
parliamentary government. • , 

The TRE.\SURER: Is this secomlar." ? 

[Mr. Pollock. 

.Mr. POLLOCK: It is not a secondarv 
prinoiplt\ although the hon. n1crnber and h{s 
GoYerninent believe that varliaJnertary go-
1'Cl'n:ment n1ust bt> of sc~(ondar; consid('ration. 
lf _tb ·y did not belio:·c that} tht:y 'T/~tdd }!aV<} 
tlus schcnw brought to Parliament instP:td 
of to the GoYernor in Council before it is 
finally approYod of-if oyer a rocommend>t­
tion does come before the Goyornment. In 
the first place, ur..dcr parli<:.unentary g-c>Yern­
lnPnt, if a Govf~l·nrncnt i::-; to do a.nvth.ing of 
this ;-;Jrt in lieu of PRrliamcnt, vthen the 
GoYernrnent should ::1t lla~t be representative 
of Parliament. It is not. .l'\obodv ean sav 
that the Government repre"mt public opiniol1 
as expr:~ _scrl. h:, tl1c re1n·c entatiYes in Par­
liament to-daJ. Sf'condly, if the G-oYen1mcnt 
wore merelv elected bv membero of that side 
of the House. who ,;re a majority in this 
Chamber, it mi15ht he mid that there was 
ROme sernblancc of p •diarnentary governrnent 
under a proposal snr·h as this. But that is 
not the case ejiher, because the Govern­
ment have been cery carefully handpicked 
by on8 ma.n-ihe Premier. ·vVhether th<' 
Premier himself die! the actual picking· or 
whc·ther the other party that was respon­
sible, as the PrPmier sayc, for telling the 
country that £2.000,000 was to be borrowed 
for 10;000 jobs was rcspomibk for picking 
the Government, I am I;ot able to tell; but 
it is a fact that the GoH"rnment was not 
Dicked either b•l men1bers on one side or 
the other side of this Ho us•, and that they 
Wf'l'C' picked ostensibly hv the Pren1ier. 
~Whether he actually did the whole picking 
I cannot sav. How sueh a GoYcrnmcnt can 
he expected to reprc,3ent Parlimncnt, and 
ho\V a decision in a n1attcr such a'3 this by 
the Government C'an be said to represent 
Parlian1ent or democracy or parliainentary 
g.overnmcnt, is quite beyond rnc to ans"\Yer. 
I hope that, wlwn the ::\1iHistei· rises to defend 
the Bill, he will at lea5t give us f'Ome infor­
mation on tho.;o lines. I ohj~ct 10 the Bill. 
I do not think there i:-; anv bus1nrs_ in it, but 
really believe that tlw GoYernment merely 
intend adYertising that they introduced it. 
l hope they will get on with the appointnwnt 
of the board. ;me! see that the thing is done 
properly, if they intCcJcd to do it at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\TLWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrev Morgan. Muriiln) in reply: 
During the whole of m,· long experience in 
this House I have neYer witnesf'ed such a 
dif'plrry of cant, htunbug, anrt hYpocrisy as 
wns indulged in by hon. nlcinhcr::; opposite. 
(Opposition dissent.) 

l.Ir. HY'\ES (Toli"l.,villr): I rise to a 
point of order. Is the Secretary for Railwrcys 
in order in saying that hon. members on this 
side of the Hous0 indulged in a display of 
cant, humbug-. and hypocrisy? 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The :'vrinist"r is 
not in order, and I aslc him to withdraw. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I "·ithdraw. I listened most attentivE'lv to 
the remarb of the Dcputv Leader of~ the 
Or"oosition, who objectPd. ftrst of all. to " 
board being appointed be Pa rliamont. 

Mr. PEASE: I did not. I told you to get 
on with your promise. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member stated dcfinitelv that there 
\Ya·, no necessity to ask Pa1:liament to 
appoint a board-that the board could hayc 
been appointed without consulting Parlia­
ment. Evidentlv one of the chief obiections 
to this Bill on the part of the Opposition is 
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because the Gov~rnment thought it advisable 
to ask Parliament to sanction the appoint­
ment of a board for the purpose of inquiring 
into this most important matter. The late 
Chairman of Committees, who often gives a 
display of his alleged knowledge of pm·lia­
mentary procedure, said to-night that he 
knew of no instance-he challenged me as 
:Minister to give one case~where previous 
Governments sought parliamentary authority 
for the appointment of a board to make 
inquiries and report in regard to any matter. 
As late as 1922 the Labour Government 
passed an Act constituting the Cairns Hydro­
Electric Power Investigation Board, and 
defined its power and duties. That board 
was appointed bv the Labour Government to 
do exactly the eame in many respects that 
this Railway Superannuation Board we are 
seeking authority to appoint is to be asked 
to do. It is to be appointed for the purpose 
of making investigation into certain matters 
and then report to the Government, so that 
the Government, if they so desire, can sub­
mit the scheme to those who are chiefly con­
cerned~the railway employccs~and eventu­
ally either submit it for parliamentary 
a pprova.l or else put the scheme into opera­
tion without consulting Parliament. 

Another important point raised by hon. 
members opposite was that the railway 
employ,ces will -not have direct representa­
tion on this board; but not one hon. member 
g-ave any indication of how it would be 
poE<sible to elect a representative cf the 
'mplo:,'ees to this board. It will be interest­
ing to hon. members to learn that there are 
ten or twelve different unions connected with 
the railwav service. As is well known, the 
Australian' Railway Union is the largest 
union in tbe r.a:ilway service, representing 
over one-third of the employees in the depart­
ment, and naturally, if it went to a vote, 
that union would have the greatest voting 
power in electing an employees' representa­
tive to this board. It would cost a large 
sum of money to enable the 18,000 or 20,000 
employees to record a vote in the election of 
a member to this board, and, without giving 
the employees an opportunity of recording a 
secret vote, it would be impossible to give 
the employees what members opposite term 
direct representation on this board. The 
Government intend to consult the railwav 
representatives throughout the variou's 
branches with a view to ascertaining their 
opinion in regard to a suitable man to repre­
'ent the railway workers on this board. That 
is the only way in which to get representa­
tion of thB worker, and it is the intention of 
the Government to have a representative of 
the railway employees upon this board. 

[9 p.m.] 

It has been said that this board will haYe 
a life of two yearo. CertainlY tbe Bill pro­
vides that the life of the board shall not 
exc·ced two years. The board rilav cea:3e io 
exist :~fter three months. · 

Mr. HYNES: It will coincide with your 
political death. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAiLWAYS: 
There is no reason whv this board shnuL:i 
remain in existence for ~any great length 0f 
time, bcofluse it is the intention of the Go­
vernment. when the Bill becomes la :v. lo 
appoint three representatives for the ;1•\:',,os•' 
of inyestigation, and eventually submit a 
scheme; and I likewise promise the railwav 
employees that before that scheme is put int~' 

opcratio_n, either voluntarily o~ cmnpulsor~ly, 
thcv wdl have an opportunity of sayrng 
whether they \vant it or not. I also definitely 
state> that if tho railway employees, by a 
n1ajurity, do not desir~ the superannu~tiD'l 
s ~lJ,cme, then I for one, and the re't or th~ 
Cabin et and GoYernment members generallv 
will not fore<> it upon them. It will. re'c 
'lltirely with the majority of the rruhn:­
employees whetlwr they obtain a superannua­
tion ~cherne or not. 

An 0PPOS!TION ME>IBER: 'I:Vhat is the .;:ood 
of that to them if they are heing sacked~ 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYJ: 
can :;a,, without fear of contradiction thnt 
there are 1110re ra}}-wn y servants emplO,YL'C~ 
to-da v in the State of Queensland than there 
wcro ~in anv four n1onths after an eiv~·t.lon 
during the t1me the Labour Government W'" e 
in po'\rer. 

GoVER:<IMENT :Y[ESlBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW:\YS: 
Again, I can say that thi-1 boar~ 13 ·~·dy 
being appointed for the purpose of urvomgo­
tion. It is not going to administer the 
schmne after the schmno has been on0e 
decided upon. 

Reference hns bPen made to-night '.o the 
police supPrannuation scheme. Ever~body 
knov. s that, corn pared with the ra1lw~y 
unployres, the police arc _very r few I!} 

nurnbe>r, a11d haYD only on•~ un1on. The h0n. 
rncrnber for 1\laryborough knows Lhnc the 
raih\'UV ernplovecs, 'vith their numeroas 
union3~ are con~tinually fighting one agc'i!lst 
the other. 

:'.Ir. IYE!R: 2\'ot on the appeal boards. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWXlS. 
This is a different matter altogether. 

Mr. IVEm: They decide those thing; on 
the appeal board now. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS' l 
would point out that, not only in thio (;H ee 
but in numerous cases in the past, the 
GoYenunent of the day found it necessrL'Y 1o 
go to Southern States to get men to make 
investigations and inquiries, and Queensland 
was pas.,ed over. As an illustration, when 
the late Mr. llyan was Premier of this State, 
during one p3:rticu1ar dispute he found .it 
necessary to go to ]\;ew Zealand and obtam 
a judge from New Zealand to come hero. 
(Opposition interruption.) 

The SPEAKEH : Order ! 
The SE·CHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

~~gain, I want to point out that, when the 
late GoYcrnn1C'nt ,, .tnted a man to manage a 
biD" aaricu1tural scheme for the orcranFutioll 
o( th~ farmers they went to V,' estcrn A l•S­

iralia nnd se~urccf the serv1cc.'3 of l\1( 
1\riargregor. Again, when they wanted a n~an 
to handle one of the greatest spendmg 
deparhncnts in this State~a ~1an who bear:; 
the greatest responsibility fo·r the future por­
ccress and development of the State~they 
~vent to Victoria and selected Mr. Kemp '" 
Commissioner of J\1ain Roads. Again, \vhcn 
they decided to spend millions of pou? ~s i,, 
one of the greatest irrigation schemes 1n tlus 
State 1Yhich everyone recogni&es as mo.-..+:, 
impo;tant in a St~te like Queensland, ~hey 
again went to Victoria and obtained 'Yh-. 
Partridge to look after the scheme. (Oppo­
sition interruption.) 

The SPEAKEH: Order ! 

Hon. Goclfrey Morgan.] 
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The SECRE'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
As I have already said, hon. members 
oppo.;ite have not criticised this particular 
Bill with a view to assisting the railway 
workers. Being naturally di:.appointed at 
their defeat at the recent election, they are 
out to victimise the railway workers, recog­
nising as they do that the railway workers 
throughout Queensland voted against the past 
Government owing to the fact that they had 
dangled over their heads year after ,-ear 
a superannuation scheme which ,-.;;as never 
brought into effect. That is the only explana­
tion I can think of. It is more or less 
jLalonsy on the part of hon. members oppo­
site because the Government have taken 
steps only four months after the election to 
fulfll this promise. Day after day the Go­
vernrnent are bringing forward Bills to 
redeem their promises, and they are going 
to follow that course throughout. 

Question-That the Bill be now rear! a 
second time-put and passed. 

Consideration of the Bill in Committee 
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

DUCHESS TO MOU~T ISA RAILWAY 
ACT AMEl\"J)~lE:-!T BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 101-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. l\I. King, Logan): 
I do not think it is necessary for me to 
make a long speech in moving the 'ccond 
reading of this Bill. On the initiator:; stage 
I gave a short but, nevertheless, pretty full 
explanation of it. In fact, I said all that 
could be said, and, having done so, I content 
myself now with formally moYing-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
time." 

Question put and passed. 
Consideration of the Bill in Committee 

made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 9.10 p.m. 

Questions. 




