Queensland

Parliamentary Debates
[Hansard]

Legislative Assembly

WEDNESDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER 1929

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy



Official Inquiries, Eic., Bill.

[10 SEPTEMEBER.] Questions. 327

WEDNESDAY, 11 SEFTEMBER, 1929.

The Sepeaker (Hon. C. Taylor, Windsor)
took the chair at 2.30 p.m.

FRIVOLOUS QUESTIONS.

The SPEAKER: ¥or the information of
bon. members, I should like to state that
guestion No, 8, which appears in the
“ proof ”’ business-sheet for to-day has been
deleted by me from the busincss-sheet. 1 con-
sidered the question one of a frivolous nature,
and one that should not be asked. I refer
the hon. member for Queenton to the
remarks that I made with regard to ques-
tions on 22nd August last, from which he
will see that I stated that questions of a
frivolous nature would not be permitted to
be asked. That is the reasen why I have
deleted the question from the business-sheet
for to-day.

QUESTIONS.
SALES OF SMALL C0AL UNDER SLEIGHE CONTRACT.

Mr. JONES (PPaddingion) asked the Secre-
tary for Mines—

‘1. The quantity of small coal dumped
at the mine at the time Sleigh’s contract
was entered into?

“2. At what price was this small coal
being sold before Sleigh’s contract was
entered into?

“3. Is it not a fact that the quantity
of small coal sold by Mr. Sleigh up to
30th June, 1929, is 59 per cent. of the
total coal purchased by him?

“4. Is it not a fact that of the coal
on order by Mr. Sleigh on the 28th
August 67 per ceni. of same Is small
coal?

‘“5. Was he aware of the sales of this
small coal when he quoted Mr. Stafford’s
report, in which Mr. Stafford stated
‘that the greater the sales of screen
coal, which was the kind of coal Mr.
Sleigh would require, the greater the
cost of production, because of the increase
in the quantity of slack or duff, which
was practically unsaleable’?
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“6. Is he aware that the mine has
beern wunable to supply Mr. Sleigh’s
requirements for small coal?

“7. Is he aware that Mr. Sleigh has
not sold any coal to New Zealand, as
stated, and will he state by whom the
sale of Bowen coal to New Zealand at
Zs. f.o.b. Bowen was made, and to
whem and from what mine?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe) replied—

“1. 1,551 tons small coal and 11,638
tons of duff or slack.

2. Screened smalls, 16s. per - ton;
unscreened smalls, 14s. per ton. The
contract prices to Mr. Sleigh are 11s. and
9s. 6d.

“ 3. Yes.
“ 4. B9.4 per cent.
5. Yes.

6

It has not been possible to supply
Mr Slolghs orders for screened small
coal. To have done so would have
greatly increased cost of production as
stated in the extract from the report of
the Supervisor of State Coalmines quoted
in the previous question.

€77, If the hon. member would adjourn
the question for a week, T will then fur-
nish the information, as the cfficer sup-
plying the information is not available
this week.”

Lerter FrROM MR, H. C. StEien 10 PREMIER IN

RE CorninsvitlE Coir CONTRACT.
Mr. PEASE (Herbert) asked the Premier—

“1. On what date did he receive the
letter from Mr. H. C. Sleigh relative to
the unwarranted reflections cast upon
that gentleman’s business integrity by
the Minister for Mines in connection
with the agreement for the disposal of
quall from the State coalmine, Collins-
ville?

“2. Will he lay upon the table of the
House a copy of the reply which he has
forwarded to Mr. Sleigh in  acknow-
ledgment of the letter above referred
to?

_“3. Does he propose to make any inves-
tigation along the lines suggested in
Mr. Sleigh’s letter?”

The PREMIER (Hon.
replied—

“1. T am not aware of ‘the unwar-
ranted reflections’ to which the hon.
member refers. I have not questioned
Mr. Sleigh’s undoubted right as a busi-
ness man to make the best deal possible
for himself. I am concerned solely with
the loss the State is sustaining as a result
of the contract entered into in 1927 by
the late Government, under which Mr.
Sleigh was given the right to demand
(0 tons of Bowen coal every twenty-four
hours for a pericd of three yvears, without
any obligation whatever on his part to
take a single ounce of coal unless it
suited his interests to purchase, the price
agread upon being approximately 2s. 6d.
per ton under cost of wroduetion, and
averaging 5s. per ton under the prices
to all other purchasers.

“2 and 3. See answer to No., 1.”

A. E. Moore,
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APPLTICATION  OF

Questions.

Crama oF TuarcoMminDan I1ospiTaL COMMITIEE

AGAINST PATRICK TREACEY.
Mr. BEDFORD (Wearrego) asked the Home

“1. Respecting the complaint of Mr.
Walter Williams, Government represen-
tative, on the Thargomindah Hospital
Committee, will the Home Secretary
cause a public inquiry into the truth
of certain entries in the books of
the Thargomindah Hoespital with regard
to one Patrick Treacev, and the claim
of the hospital committee for £10 18s.
for services rendered to Patrick Treacsy?

2. Is he awave that certain dates. as
I am informed, having been disproved in
the inquiry by local justices into the
plaint against Treacev, the court per-
mitted the alteration of dates from
October to November and December and
entered a verdict azainst Treacer?

3. Will he make available the corre-
spondence between the committee and
the Department, which correspondence
the Government representative, Mr.
Walter Williams, has not been permitted
to read?

4. Is it intended, because of Mr.
Walter Williams's action in the mafter,
to remove him as Government represen-
tative on the committee?”’

The HOMFE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.

Peterson, Normanby) replied—

1. Mr. Williams's complaint has been
referred to the hospital committee for
thou representations.

““2. Thi= statemeat has been made by
Mr. Williams in his letter to the depart-
ment.

‘3. No.

“4, Mr. Willilams was removed from
the position of Government representative
on the committee before the department
had any knowledge of his complaint.”

SuepHERD Doc
PERMIT TOR STREET

ALSATIAN
ASBOCTATION  TOR
COLLECTION,

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo) asked the Pre-

mier—

“1. Did the Alsatian Shepherd Dog
Association 1eront]v make application for
a permit to take up street collections in
order to raise funds to prosccute a
campaign againsf the proposed sterilisa-
tion of the Alsatian dog?

2 Was the application refused?

“ 3. If it wuas refused. wpon what
grounds was such refusal based 7>’

The PREMIER (Hon. A. L. Moore,

Aubigny) veplied—

1. Yes.

2. Yes.

‘3. At a recent conference of Ministers
for Agriculture of all States the question
of the Alsatian dog was considercd, and
it was unanimously agreed to resommend
the prohibiticn of the importation of
Alsatian dogs to Austraiia, and also the
sterilisation of those alrcady here. As
this was an Australian decision, no good
purpose would be served by allowing
street collections for the furtherance of
the prepesed campaign.”
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STGGESTED LEGISLATION FOR STERILISATION OF
ArsatiaN Doags.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo) asked the Scere-
tary for Agriculture—

“1. Did all States subscribe to the

decision to sterilise all Alsatian dogs
at present in Australia?
“2. Is it a fact that certain States,

although originally agreeing to introduce
legislation providing for sterilisation,
have now renounced the agreeurent?

“3. For what period has the Common-

wealth Government prohibited the impor-
tation of Alsatian dogs?

““4. When does he intend to introduce
the necesvary legislation to provide for
the sterilisation of these dogs?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora) replied—
“1. The Ministers for Agriculiure
assembled in conference in June last
unanimously supported a resolution to

the effect that all Alsatian dogs be
sterilised.
“2. Intimation recenily received by

me from the States does not indicate any
changed attitude towards this breced of
og.

““3. Five years.

“4. The intentions of the Government
will be made known in due course,
Much will depend upon the progress of
business by the House.”

Removar oF Mr. M. XKEeLLy FROM
HAMPTON HOSPITAL BOARD.

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) asked the
Home Secretary—

1. Will he please give a full explana-
tion why Mr. Maurice Kelly was removed
from the Rockhampton Hospital Board?

“2.Is it his intention to also sub-
stitute another person for Mr. William

Goss, senr., who was one of those members
of the board whom it was intended to
remove along with My, Maurice Kelly?

“3. Will he be pleased to table all

Rocxk-

correspondence in connection with the
removal of Mr. Maurice Keily and pro-
posed removal of Mr. William Goss,
senr., from the Rockhampton Hospital

Board?”’

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
Peterson, Normanby) replicd—

. ““1. See answer to Question 4, stand-
ing in the name of the hon. member for
Herbert in Votes and Proceedings of the
22nd ultimo.
‘2. This matter is not under considera-
tion.

‘3. No.”

DErFroIT  0X  VICTORIAN
VIcTORIsN EXPERTS ON
oF INQUIRY.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra)
Sceretary for Railways—

RATLWAYS  AND
RamLway BoARD

asked the

1. Is he aware that the annual reporg
of the Victorian railways for year ended
30th June, 1929, discloses a general defi-
ciency of a very considerable amount?

“2. In view of this loss in a State

so closely settled as Victoria, does he not
consider that the two officials he has
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imported from the Victorian railway
service would be better cceupied putting
the affairs of their own railways in
order 77’
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Muwrilla) replied—

1. The information is being prepared.
¢“2. See No. 1.7

ALLEGED SLowixe Dowx oF Rammway Devis-
TION BETWEEN EMERALD AND BOGANTUNGAX.

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

1, Did he suthorise the slowing down
of the deviation between Emerald and
Bogantungan by reducing the working
days of the men engaged from five and
a-half days a week to four days a week?

“92. Is he aware of the state of the
line betwecen these two stations, and is
he aware that some engine-drivers have
refused to take trains over this section
on account of its dangerous condition?

“ 2 Will he hold himself criminally
liable for any disaster which may occur
as a result of this disgraceful delay?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYR
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—
1. Yes. In order to avoid dispensing
with their services altogether in comse-
quence of the limited loan funds avail-
able. JIn similar circumstances in 1920
the late (lovernment closed the work
altogether, and, regardless of their wel-
fare, dispensed with the services of 130
men.
¢ 2. The line from Emerald to Bogan-
tungan is in a safe condition for traffic.
There has been no refusal of drivers to
take trains over the section. However,
if the line is in a dangerous conditron,
as stated by the hon. member, only the
late Government is to blame.

3. See No. 2.7
DISMISSALS AND LENGAGEMENTS BY RAILWAY
DEPARTMENT.

Mr. PEASE (Herbert) : 1 desire to ask the
Secretary for Railways if he has an answer
to the, following questions which T addressed
io him on 27th August:—

“1. How many men were dismissed by
the Railway Department between 20th
May, 1929, and 31st July, 1929—(a) from
construction works; (b) from other loan
funds work; (¢) from Consolidated
Revenue Fund employment ?

“2, How many emplorees were en-
gaged by the Railway Departmeat for
the period stated under the respective
headings mentioned? ”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYR
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—

“1. (a) 352; (b) 819; (c) 432.

“ 2. (a) 67; (b) 500; {c) 251.

“1. (@) 145 men left of their own
accord; the remainder were discharged,
principally in consequence of the work
on South Brisbane-Kyogle line, Mount
Tsa Railway, and Many Peaks-Monto
extension nearing completion and com-
pietion of Longreach-Winton line.

“1. (b) Accounted for by the partial
completion of Roma  Street-Mayne
rearrangement work, completion ~ of
special works authorised in the Central
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and Northern Divisions prior to the elec-

tions, and various other loan works.
Forty-three men left on their own
account.

. “1. {¢) Principally accounted for by
ballasting, resleepering, and other special
revenue works being completed and by
temporary men specially engaged to
relieve fettlers, &c., during annual,
extended, and sick leave being paid off
when the permanent men resumed duty.

“ Nore.—The average number of em-
ployees during the ten (10) weeks after
the elections to 3lst July on construction
works, regrading, &e., was 2,163, as com-
pared with 2,027 during the same period
prior to the elections. Therefore the
present Government actually employed
more men after the recent elections than
the Labour Government employed before
the clections.” :

RALWAY EMPLOYEES AND RETRENCHMENT.

Mr. GRIMSTONE (Stanley) : I desire to
ask the Secretary for Railways if he has an
answer to the following questions which I
addressed to him on 27th August:—

“11. What‘fw}flzs the number of revenue
employess of the Railway Department on
30th June of the election year 1926 ?

“2. What was ;
June, 19277 on 80t

. 3. How many were retrenched follow-
ing the general elections of 19267 »

the number

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYSY
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Jurilla) 1‘eplivod— ’
“1. 22,036,
‘2. 19,670.

“3. During the financial vear subse-
quent to the 1926 gencral clecfions, whilst
the Labour Government was in power
the staff was reduced hy 2.256 employees.’;

HORPITAL DISTRICTS AND HOSPITAL
ES

S,
RETURN 10 ORDER,

The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed :—

Return to an Order made by the Houso
on 28th Awugust last, on the motion
of Mr. Winstanler, showing—

1. The number of Lospital districts that
have been formed in Qucensland.

2. The number of hospitals in each
district respectively.

3. The number of hospitals that are
still outside thn said districts.

4. The rate which the local authorities
have struck in cach district.

5. The total amount collected.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
REsUMPTION ov DEBATE.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): I desive to
take this opporturity to congratulate vou,
Mr. Speaker, on your election to the Speaker-
ship of this House. After your long experi-
ence in Parliament, T think vou are well
fitted for that position, and it must have
been pleasing to you, as well as to hon. mem-
bers on this side of the House, that you were
elected to your high position without opposi-

[Mr. Clayton.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

tion. I am sure that you will carry out your
duties with credit to yourself, and, as you
said when thanking members for your elec-
tion, with common sense.

I would also like to congratulate the mover
and seconder of the motion under discussion
at the present time. They both made very
able speeches, and 1 am sure they will be a
great acquisition to the debating strength on
this side of the House.

I am, also pleased to have the opportunity
of speaking in this Assembly from the
Government side of the House. I had nine
years in opposition, and when you are
addressing the Chamber it is pleasing to feel
that you have some power behind you, as is
the case at the prescnt time with the large
increase in the number of members support-
ing the Premier, Mr. Moore. When we were
in opposition, the Labour Government werc
great advocates of perpetual leasehold. Per-
petual leasehold was their policy, and I can
assure them that they are going to have a
perpetual leasehold so far as the Opposition
benches are concerned. (Government laugh-
ter.) I am also inclined to think that the
Leader of the Opposition, from what I know
of him, will make a better Leader of the
Opposition than he did a Minister of the
Crown. There is not the slightest doubt that
Labour in Queensland has  shot its bolt.”
We have had to be content with Labour rule
since 1915, but at last the people have given
a verdict showing that the Labour Party in
Queensland are utterly incompetent to govern
this State. In taking over the control of
affairs in this State we have taken on very
great responsibility, and we shall have to
face the position. After fourteen years of
Labour in power with the incompetents that
were then on the Government side, it will

take some time for members on this side to

straighten things out, although they are well
endowed with business ability; but I ven-
ture to say that after we have been here for
three years and ask the people for a rencwal
of their confidence, the position will not be
altered, and we shall remain in possession of
these benches. The question is: Why did
we come back to this House with such a
large majority? The rcspective policies that
were enunciated by the leaders of the two
parties answer that question absolutely. It
was surprising to find that not one member
on the opposite side of the House mentioned
the objective of the Labour Party during
the election campaign. They know to-day
that their objective is unpopular; but they
arc forced to adhere to that objective,
because their rulers at the various Labour
conventions have reaffirmed it; thercfore
they must abide by the will of their masters
who attend those conventions. I think the
Opposition. will find that we are going to
mete out fairer treatment to them than we
experienced from them when we were in
opposition. We had to contend with the
stifiing of discussion and other disabilities
that were not in the interests of the people.

Mr. Corrixs: We never moved “ That the
question be now put’’ on the discusiion on
the Address in Reply.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CLAYTON: The question arises as to
how Labour held office for the lengthened
term that it did. T think I shall be able to
show the reason why, if I review the position
of affairs with regard to this Parliament
during the last fourtcen years. Let us take
our minds back to 1920, when the Country
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Party came into being. After we had been
in the House a very short time we had a
Government in power with a majority of
one. You may remember, Mr. Speaker,
that the first session we meb here, in order
to carry on with a majority of one, Mr.
Theodore used the ‘“gag” 121 times, and
thus stifled discussion on matters of import-
ance. Mr. Theodore complained bitterly
vesterday when Mr. Bruce used the “ gag”
in the Federal Parliament: but we were
fortunate in having there Mr. Corser, the
Federal member for Wide Bay, who had
had experience of Mr. Theodore in this
C‘hamber, and he exposed Mr. Theodore’s
tactics. In 1921, when the Government were
faced with the prospect of having to go
to the country, we, as an Opposition, had to
contend with the introduction of what was
known as the proxy voting svstem, and
we had Mr. Theodore, the Premier at that
time, giving his vote on the floor of the
House, and pulling proxy votes out of his
pockets and recording them in addition to
his own. Then fearing that at the forth-
coming eclection in 1823 they would be
defeated on that appeal to ‘the country,
what did they do? They abolished four
Country Party seats, and placed men in
employment in various parts of the State
s0 as to secure the return of their party
at that election. They were successful; but
it was not British justice. When they saw
the 1926 election looming in the distance,
and realised that the people of Queensland
were getting tired of them, and that their
position was becoming worse, in the financial
vear 1925-26 they increased the expenditure
from loan, trust, and revenue funds to the
oxtent of «£3,020,000.

Mr. Bruck interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Bruce again interjected,

The SPEAKER: Order! If the hon.
member fOJ Kenneds persists in his inter-
Jjections, I shall celta!nly have to take some
other course of action.

Mr. CLAYTON: They increased their
expenditure from loan, trust, and revenue
funds by £3,020,000. Then, fearing defeat
owing to the expenditure of so much loan
money, although the number of employces
in all dcpaltments on 30th June, 1925, was
35.011, on 30th June, 1926, for eln(tioneering
purposes, they increased the number of
employees in all departments to 42,616,

So far as the railways In particular are
concerned, the figures show that in 1925 {he
nuwmber of employees was 18.372; in 1926
the Government increased the number to

22,036; and in 1927, aftor the election, the
number was rveduced to 19,070, In «cther
words, before the election ther put on 3.664

extra men, and dismissed 2,366 after it. We
hear a lot nowadavs about unemployment;
but history proves that the late Government,
unfortunately, used the workers of the State
for political purposes in order to secure their
return to office. On this occasion the posi-
tion has altered, and. although hon. members
opposite tried to put their house In order,
the verdict of the people was such that they
are now on the Opposition benches, I con-
sider that it is unjust and unfair for auy
party to adopt bushranging tactics in order
to secure its return to power,

Mr. HYNES (Zownsville): Mr.

: : Speaker,
I rise to a point of order.

Is the hon., mem-
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ber in order in making the statement tha+
this party used bushranging tactics?

The SPRAKN¥R: The expression is unpar-
liamentary, and I ask the hon. member to
withdraw it.

Mr. CLAYTON: I might say that I did
not say that any party in particular had
adopted such tactics.

The SPEAKER: The hon.
withdraw.

Mr. CLAYTON: I withdraw. The people
showed their utter disapproval of the
methods adopted by the party opposite, and
in 1929 this party was returned with a very
fine majority.

However, let us trace the history of the
Labour Party. In 1915 their battle cry was
that finance was the test of good govern-
ment. That was what Mr, Theodore and
Mr. McCormack said was the test when they
went before the people in that year. How
do they stand judged by that test? From
1915 to 30th June, 1928, they actually doubled
their public debt, and increased the interest
bill from £1,970,581 to £5079,670. Those
figures show whether, judged by that test,
they were a good Governmeni or not,
Another battle cry at the 1915 election was
“ Borrow, boom, and burst!” Well, I have
shown, by quoting the increase in our
national debt, that the party opposite bor-
rowed more money than any other Govern-
ment in Queensland had ever done, and
they out-boomed and out-burst any previous
Administration. The rosult is that to-day
we find those hon. members on the Opposi-
tion side of the Chamber—these so-called
Labour men—and 1t is pleasing to noto that
those benches are not over-crowded.

Mr. Corrins: What do you intend to de
about borrowing? The investors won’t {rust
vou.

member must

. CLAYTON: The investors would not
mubt the hon. member's Government, sc
T throw that back in his teeth. If we cannot
borrow, it 1is because of the conditions
brought about by ILabour legislation and
administration. The Labour Party’s policy
originally was to borrow only for reproduc-
tive works; but, as I proceed, I shall show
what they did  with the money they
borrowed.

[3 p.m.]
This statement appears in the policy speech
delivered by Mr. Theodore in 1920—
“Without venturing an opinion as to
ths wisdom or uinwisdom of borrowing
as applied to those States and countries
whose resources are more fully developed
than our own, I have no hesitation in
aflirming the belief that in Queensland
a pludent expenditure of public loan
money is not only advantagcous bué
unavoidable if we are to make the pro-
gress that we should make in the
development of our countrs.
I should like the hon. member for Bowen to
note the following remarks.
Mr. CorLins: I am listening to you very
attentively.
Mr. CLAYTON: I ask the hon. member
to pay particular attention to these remarks—

‘“ Further, the nature of the outlock

and the character of our investments are
such as to enable us to engage in this
policy with perfect safety to our finan-
cial prospects and without passing on
undue burdens to posterity.”

Mr. Clayton.]
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The ex-Premier, now the hon, member for
Cairns, after being associated with Mr.
Theodore from 1915 until & few years back,
most of the time as a Cabinet Minister,
stated in Rockhampton in 1927—

““He knew it was inevitable that, if
Queensland went on spending large sums
of money on non-productive works, the
people of this State would suffer in a
few years’ time. He allowed the whole
responsibility to fall upon himself, but
the position had to be faced sooner or
later.”

There you have the statement of the
ex-Premier, the hon. member for Cairns, in
dircet contrast to the forecast of Mr. Theo-
dore in 1920. Mr. Theodore eventually saw
the inevitable result in this State, and turned
his back on it in order to enter the Federal
arena. Now we have the hon. member for
Cairns with his back turned on Queensland
—at least, for the time being. Both those
.prominent members of the political Labour
Party have found it necessary hurriedly to
turn their backs on the desolation wrought
by their legislation. The present Government
must now face the unenviable task of clean-
ing up the mess that has becen created by
the Labour Party as the result of fourteen
vears of administration in Queensland, I
know that the problem before this Govern-
ment is a difficult one.

Mr. Corrixs: Mr. Theodore will find it
necessary to clean up the destruction of the
Bruce-Page Government.

Mr. Maxwern: He will not have
chance.

Mr. CLAYTON: The experience of hon.
members on this side will stand us in good
stead in our gigantic task of placing the
State on the high road to prosperity. Much
criticism has been levelled by hon. members
opposite against the Governor’s Speech; but,
witheout indulging in detail, I should point
out that it was not a window-dressing speech,
but one framed by men conscious of the
important responsibilities imposed upon
them in the conduct of affairs in this State.
Hon. members opposite have scornfully
veferred to the fact that twenty-two amend-
ing Bills are outlined in the sessional pro-
gramme. That is quite true; but I would
remind them that in 1927, when they were in
power, the Governor’s Spesch contained
eleven amending Bills, and in 1928 the num-
ber had jumped to twenty-two out of a total
of twenty-three mentioned in the Governor’s
Speech.  The Labour Government found it
necessary to amend their own legislation,
because of their own stupidity in preventing
hon. members who were then in opposition
from making sound suggestions based upon
actual experience. It has been found neces-
sary to include twenty-two amending Bills
in the sessional programme to fulfil our
promise to the people when we went to the
country and informed them that, if this
party were returned to power, we would
repeal all the legislation that was having a
harassing effect on production and upon
Queensland generally. We are keeping faith
with the people by amending irksome legis-
Iatlon. in the directions desired, and by
removing from the statute-book those enact-
n]loelnts that have been found to be impractic-
able.

For instance, we are going to deal with
the Water Act, the Hospitals Act—this is
simply a class tax on the man on the land—

[Myr. Clayton.

the
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and the Elections Act. If we bring about
uniformity in the Federal and State rolls,

we shall save a considerable amount of
money.
Hon. members know that the Federal

Treasurer, Dr. Earle Page, set to work in the
direction of having one collecting authority
for land and income tax: and we all know
what a great amount of money has been
saved by the adoption of that policy in
Queensland. If we can provide one elec-
toral authority for the Federal and State
rolls, we shall save an additional sum of
money. Then there is the Main Roads Act,
which requires amending, and also the Land
Act. as well as the Unemployed Workers
Insurance Act. This party 1s {fully con-
versant with the conditions to be faced.
Thos:e conditions are difficult, but, notwith-
standing the difficulty we find the State in
as a result of Labour rule, our cxperience
gives every confidence that the position of
Queensland will improve.

My. Corrixs: You have had no experience
at all.

Mr. CLAYTON : I admit we have not had
much experience on the Government benches:
but the people of Queensland had ua great
deal of experience as a resalt of the Labour
Party controlling the Government benches—
0 muchk so that they showed their dis-
ilpproval in no uncertain voice on 1lth May
ast.

A lot has been said about unemployment
but much of the unemployment existing im
Queensland to-day is a direct result of the
socialistic experimental legislation of the
late Government. That experimental legisla-
tion has also been the cause of reckless
expenditure of loan money. Loan money
was expended by men who, through lack
of experience and ability, were not competent
to expend it wisely. Unemployment has also
been caused by the interference of the late
Government with private enterprise. By
harassing restrictions the late Government
prevented capital from boing invested in the
State. We all regret that for seme time
past capital has not been invested in Queens-
Iand to the extent that we would like., We
believe that the removal of those harassing
restrictions on the private individwal will
see g fresh investment of capital in enter-
prises and industries which will assist to a
oreat extent in alleviating the unfortunate
position now existing with respect to unem-
ployment. As our Leader stated during the
elections, the Government will make money
available for the relief of unemployment.
We shall stand up to the pledges we gave
at that time.

My, Forey: In the meantime what arc the
unemployed going to do?

Mr. CLAYTON: The Government would
not require to do very much if they did not
do more than the hon. member and his party
did while they were in office, or than he is
doing now.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. CLAYTON: Labour assured the
electors that, when it came into power in
this State, every man would be found work.
We all remember the statement made by the
hon. member for Paddington. then Sceretary
for Mines, to the effect that not one man
would be out of work in Queensland within
a month of the elections. We also remember
the statement of the hon. member for
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Flinders, the then Attorney-General, that
one unemployed man in a commumty was
a disgrace, but two was a disaster. In the
face of such statements, it is a very strange
coemmentary that for the twelve months ended
3lst August, 1929, the sum of :£411,169 should
have been spent in Queensland from the
TUnemployment Insurance Fund., We should
all be sorry that the cxpenditure of that
money was necessary, but the expenditure by
the late Government of loan money on non-
reproductive works, and their actions in
stifling enterprise, could produce no other
result. One result of that policy has been
that men have been leaving the land and
drifting into the cities. If we can restore
confidence by the introduction of liberal land
laws, we shall go a long way towards reliev-
ing the present position of the labour market
by creating further land scttlement and
increasing production.

The Labour Government also favoured
the making of a rural workers’ award; but
I am pleased to say that the suspension of
that award by the Government has been the
means of relicving unemployment to a very
great extent. To my own knowledge, many
men have received employment and are
much happier at work in the country than
they were when doing casual work in the
town and having to seek unemployment
relief,

Speaking with reference to unemployment,
the ex-Premier had this to say at Cairns
during the last election campaign—

“It was no use their blaming or charg-
ing Governments for such things unless
they were prepared to get at the cause of
their troubles. If they boughs and used
articles made by their own people in
their own country, they would do more
to solve the problems of unemployment
and dislocated trade balances than all
the newspaper articles or criticisms ever
written.”

But the hon. gentleman did not tell the
people of Quecnsland that his Government
were responsible for letting a contract to an
Bnglish firm for the construction of twenty-
five locomotives, costing £200,000.

Mr. JONES: veason for
that.

Mr. CLAYTON: The reason was the in-
competence and lack of foresight displayed

You know the

by the hon. member’s Government.
Mr. Joxes: They were British engines,
anyhow.

Mr. CLAYTON: Undoubtedly; but as we
had a Queensland firm, Walkers Limited,
employing good Queenslanders, I think we
might very well have given them the work,
particularly as in that year there were 251
families in Maryborough in receipt of Go-
vernment relief.

Mr. Joxes: You know the reason for that
contract.

Mr. CLAYTON : I know that, when tenders
were invited, the price submitted by Walkers
Ltd, was cqu‘xl to that quoted by Messrs.
Whitworth, Armstrong, and Co., Ltd.; but
the trouble. it was stated, was that Walkers
Ltd. wanted seventy-two weeks in which to
construct  the locomotives, whereas the
Inglish firm contracted to land them in
Brisbane in thirty-six weeks. We know,
however, that not cne locomotive arrived
from England until fifty-two weeks after the
contract had been let, which goes to show
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that Walkers Ltd. might have been given
at least portion of the contract. That would
have relieved the unemployment then pre-
vailing, and decreased the expenditure on
rations which necessarily was involved.

At the commencement of my remarks I
stated that money had been squandered
in ventures that were not of a reproductive
character. I refer pmtlculally to the State
enterprises created by the Labour Govern-
ment, about which they had much to
say in their pamphlet, * Socialism at
Work ”-—a pamphiet which I would suggest
new hon. members to this House might
obtain from the Chief Secrctary’s Depart-
ment and read with interest. Let me point
out, however, that the State enterprises
were responsible for a loss of £2,041,000 for
the year 1928; the unchargerl interest
amounted to £577,000; and the total indebt-
edness to the Treasury was £4,073,737.

A great deal of that expenditure of loan
money will never be recovered, because a
fot of it has been put into 1nduatnes that
have been abandoned. This is the sort of
thing that brought Queensland to the unfor-
tunate position she was in when Labour
went out of office.

I would like to read a list of some of the
abandoned industries in which the Labour
Government spent loan money, and on which,
unfortunately, we are called upon to pay
interest to-day. Take coalmines: The loss
on Baralaba was £57,170.

Mr. JoNEs: Who supplied you with those
figures?

Mr. CLAYTON: If the hon. member
wants the exact figures, I will jurn them
up for him in the “Auditor-General's report.
The loss on Styx No. 2 was £71,492; and
the loss on the Warra coalmine was ;858 G59.
These losses in connection with coalmines
are absolutely unrecoverable. Now, take the
Jibbenbar arsenic mine. This was the mine
that was going to do away with the importa-
tion of arsenic. The late Secretary for
Mines, in his optimistic way, said that we
would be able to supply arsenic for the
destruction of prickly-pear.

Mr. JoxEs: So we did.

Mr. CLAYTON: He did, but he is not
doing it now. Arsenic was to be supplied
for the destruction of prickly-pear, and
cattlemen also were going to get a supply
of cheap arsenic. That mine 1s abandoned
to-day, and the loss on the enterprise was
£62,786. That is absolutely gone. Another
project that they brought forward was iron
and steel works. The hon. member for
Bowen was going to have these works estab-
lished at Bowen, and they were going to
put Bowen on ihe map, as the hon. member
said on more than one occasion. The loss
on the iron and steel project was £16,108.
Then they were going to ses that we had
cheap fish for brealfast. They purchased
a trawler, and they employed men to catch
fish. I do not know where the trawler is
to-day, but I know that the fish are In the
sea, and the loss in that connection was
£35,000.

Then there was a further loss on the
“ Douglas Mawson.” The experience we
have had in regard to State enterprises has
been such that the Government now in pewer
should not further engage in Government
trading. They should confine themselves to
the work of governing the State, and allow

Mr. Clayton.]
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the trading to be done by private enterprisc
or by co-operative enterprise.

Mr. PeasE: What are you doing for the
unemployed ?
Mr. CLAYTON: I have told hon. mem-

bers what we are going to do for the unem-
ployed. To a great extent, Queensland is a
primary producing State, and it is necessary
that we should devote more attention to
agriculture. It 1s very pleasing to know
that we have in charge of the Department
of Agriculture a man who has had a long
practical experience in agriculture, and a
man who has a long pallmmentaly experi-
ence. In the present Minister we have a
man who will be sympathetic to the primary
producer.

Mr. Coruing: He should have been in
charge of the Mines Department instead of
the Department of Agriculture, and then
you would not have got into the present
Mess.

Mr. CLAYTON: The hon. member for
Bowen led a Government for two minutes
on one occasion, and now he wants to dictate
to this party; but I for one am not going
to stand it. (Laughter.) It will be our
endeavour to introduce the most liberal laws
in regard to land settlement in order to assist
agriculture as far as we possibly can.

We are restricted now with regard to the
experditure of loan money, but for every
£1,000,000 we can get the people of Queens-
land to produce from the soil, one-third
will go to the producers and the other {wo-
thirds will be distributed amongst the com-
munity. This wealth will be produced from
the soil and will be distributed, and it is
wealth we shall not have to pay interest
upon, and it will indirectly bring much
revenue to Quecensland,

It is necessary that we should apply science
to agriculture.  Where we have adopted
scientific methods in regard to agriculture
we have progressed. Scientific methods have
been introduced in the dairying and sugar
induséries with the utmost success, and I
am_sure that the Secrvetury for Agriculture
will give every assistance in that “direciion.
It is all very well to advocate ploduc’mon,
but, after we have produced, it is also
necessary to turn our attention to the mar-
keting of our products. Organised market-
g will be in the interests of land settle-
ment in Queensland.  We have had legisla-
tion introduced by the late Government in
connection with marketing, and that legis-
lation has been benchicial to Queensland.
I might say further from a full knowledge
of land settlement and production that,
when we were in oppoqjtlon we were able
very materially to improve the RBills which
came before the House. The late Mr. Gillics
introduced some years ago the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Organisation Bill. We were success-
ful in getting nineteen amendments inserted
to make the measurc more workable than
it would have been in its original form.
We intend to go on with the organisation
of marketing, bub with this difference : The
previous (Government introduced marketing
legislation, and no doubt the farmer got
a little more in his pocket from it, but what
went into one pocket was iaken out of the
other pocket by increased {axation and
harassing restrictions.

Mr, Kirwax: That is absolutelr wrong.

Mr. CLAYTON: Tt is right; and I think

{he people agree with my contention in view

[, Clayton.
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cf the defcated members of the Labour
Party who contested agricultural electorates
at the last elcetion. We have sixteen far-
mers in our party, and on any matter con-
cerning agriculture we shall be able to speak
with some voice. I do not think that there
is a farmer on the other side, unless it is
the man that farms the worker.

We are going to introduce legislation with
regard to land settlement which will he of
material assistance to the man who is going
upon the land. We shall remove many of
the harassing restrictions which have been
placed on land settlers. TFor instance, the
late Government introduced the Palmersion
Land Settlement Bill, under which the
Minister toolk power to call upou a 1man to
cultivate a certain area, and he could define
the position of the land that had to be

placed under cultivation. Restrictions of
that character, I contend, are harassing
restrictions. We are going to allow the

man on the land to convert his leasehold

into a freehold tenure.

The SPEAKER: Order!
ber has exhausted the time
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane): Before I pro-
ceed to address myself to the subject-matter
of the motion, I desire to offer my con-
gratulations to you, Mr. Speaker, upon
having attained such a high and honourable
posxtxonvthe highest within the gift of this
House. It will be ghnerally admitted that,
while you occupied a seat on the floor, you
fought fairly. ILet us hope and trust that
the same qualities will characterise your
rulings and general control of this House.

It was not my good fortune or privilege

The hon. mem-
allowed him

to hear either the mover or the seconder
of the Address in Reply, and I also
missed several of the other speeches. How-

I have read the speech of the hon.
Bulimba, and I congratulate
her upon it. I do not know that in
saying that hers was a more cxcellent
address than many which heve been delivered
from the Government benches I should be
paying that lady a very high comphmem.
but there is no question that she outshone
a large number of her colleagues.

Now I want to make reference to the
change that has come over this House. We
find ourselves occupying the Opposition
benches. I find myself practically in the same
positicn that I occupied when I arrived here
n 1912.

Mr. Jones: Only for three years.

Mr. KIRWAN: Somchody says it is only
for three years. I am not going to indulge
in prophecy, because T am neither a plophot
nor the.son of a prophet. (Laughter.)

T think at this point I might be permitted
to make some reference to the passing of
the late member for Albert, the late Hon.
J. G. Appel. He occupied a scat in this
ITouse for a number of yesrs. e was like-
wise a member of several Governinents, and,
as one who had something to do with the
strenuous days from 1812 to 1914, I think I
can say that, although that (fentlomm fought
very determinedly and stre: mly on the floor
of the House, it could never be said against
him that he carried any fecling outside that
bar regarding any member who criticised
his actions as member or Minister.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. KIRWAN : T think it will be admitted
by all who were privileged to know him that

ever,
member for
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he was most kindly disposed, and in his
administration of the Home Department the
late Hon. J. G. Appel did many a kindly
act that brought sunshine and happiness into
many @ home. I conclude my reference to
that gentleman in the words of the poet—
“But O! for the touch of a vanish’'d
hand, .
And the sound of a voice that is still !’

I want to make reference to another
gentleman who also has passed away—one
who was a member of this House at one time,
and who occupied a seat in the Legislative
Council for a number of years. I refer to
the late Frank McDonnell. I speak of him
because, as onhe who has been associated with
the Labour movement for a lifetime, 1 can
well recall his agitation in the early days
for a Factories and Shops Act.

HoxourssLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. KIRWAN: And 1 want to say here
that, whilst I do not want to detract from the
credit that is due to other men in connection
with the passage of that plece of legisia-
tion, invaluable assistance was rendered to
him by the late J. J. Knight, who at that
time was a struggling journalist on the
“Bvening Observer.” Although a young
man at that time, I read, with many other
Labourities, Mr. Knight’s splendid notes on
¢ Labour ” which appeared in the Saturday
edition of that journal. Mr. Knight, to his
credit be it said, was a strong advocate of
the principles that Mr. McDonnell enunciated.
Mr. McDonnell had something of the mis-
sionary’s zeal about him. He had a definite
purpose and object in life, and the shop
assistants of Queensland owe a deep debt of
gratitude to him for the work he did. Those
of them who know the early struggles of
the Labour movement know that to a very
large extent the high standards of living
and the conditions which they are privileged
to-day to enjoy were due to the tireless energy
and agitation of the late Frank McDonnell

The speeches from the Governmen$ side to
which I have listened, and those which I have
read—if I possibly except that of the hon.
member for Bulimba—would make it appear
that the Labour Government were still in
power.

[3.30 p.m.]

Bvery speech delivered by hon. members
opposite, whether by the learned Attorney-
General, by the Secretary for Mines, or by
any member of the rank and file, has been
nothing more than a rehash of the speeches
delivered by them during the election cam-
paign. I can visualise the hon. member for
Wide Bay delivering at Tinana during the
election campaign the speech that he has
just delivered in this Chamber.

Mr. Brann: Do you remember the speech
you delivered in Maryborough?

Mr. KIRWAN: The same remarks apply
to the speeches delivered by the other hon.
members in the different electorates.
BEvidently hon. members opposite do mnot
realise that they are the Government in this
State. They should realise that the Labour
Party, whether for good or for evil, is now
on the Opposition benches. When the Labour
Party controlled the affairs of this State,
and T as Minister or any other Minister of
the late Administration sought advice or
suggestions from the then Opposition, our
invitations were dismissed with a wave of
the hand and the remark, * Wait until we
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are called in; we shall then preseribe.”
Those same hon. members now constitute the
Government of the State, and it is their
duty to formulate their own policy. The
people have pasted judgment on the utter-
ances of hon. members opposite, the remarks
by the hon. member for Wide Bay being a
fair sample. 'They are now in charge of
the Government, and we are in the cold
shades of opposition. When reading
‘“ Hansard,” I noticed that the hon. member
for Enoggera referred to hon. members on
this side as ““ soapbox orators.” That is the
old, old story. I can well remember that
epithet being hurled at us when I was a
mere youth, and speakers took up their
positions at street corners and preached the
gospel of Labour. I did a bit of that myself.
I can recall learning the art of public speak-
ing at the “ Courier” corner on Friday
nights, in Market Square on Saturday nights,
and from Smellie’s corner, addressing the
people who were going to the Botanical
Gardens on Sunday afternoons. 1 am not
ashamed of being referred to as a ‘‘ soapbox
orator.,”” I quite realise the educational
advantages and facilities that were enjoyed
by hon. members opposite in the days of
my youth in comparison with the circum-
stances confronting myself and others. I
well recollect the conditions that governed
the boys and girls in my time. At any rate,
I have done my best; and I am conscious
of my limitations. °‘‘ Soapbox orator’ as I
may be, I was always prepared frankly to
state my views to any gathering that T
addressed, and to permif them to pass judg-
ment upon me in comparison with gentlemen
who occupy the front Treasury bench to-day.

During the course of her speech, the hon.
member for Bulimba asserted that Labour
could not lay claim to many of the social
reforms introduced into this State. Generally
speaking, whether in Australia or in any
other part of the British Fmpire, social
reforms have been placed upon the Statute-
book in a large measure following upon the
advocacy of Labour. I desire to quote the
remarks of one of the greatest men of his
time-—one of the most distinguished states-
men of the last century—a man of great
intellectual gifts and attainments. I refer
to the late Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone.
After having devoted a lifetime to the ser-
vice of his country and of his party, he
said—

“ I painfully reflect that in almost every
political controversy of the last ffty
years the leisured classes, the educated
classes, the titled classes, have been in
the wrong. The common people—the
toilers, the men of uncommon sense—
these hawe been responsible for nearly
all of the social reform measures which
the world accepts to-day.”

Mr. Kergo: Did your party bring in
their prowised widows and orphans’ pen-
sions and childhcod endowment?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. KIRWAN: The speeches of hon
members opposite have been merely a rehash
of their speeches during the late clection.
They are incapable of constructive speech,
and are merely acting now like a nest of mag-
pies, reiterating their electioneering utter-
ances. {(Government interjections.) I heard
the Attorney-General interject. = Speaking
on the floor of this Assembly the other night,
and in reply to an allegaiion that on cne
occasion he had made an attempt to link

Mr. Kirwan,]
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up with the Labour Party, he was emphatic
in his denial, which we accept; and he then
went on by way of justifying the truth of
his statement, and stated that prior to the
last election, when he was waited on by a
representative gathering of electors of South
Brisbane, who asked him to allow his name
to go to a plebiscite, he had not wor-
ried very much about politics, nor had he
taken much interest in them. That stafe-
ment was certainly bornc out by his speech.
The hon. gentleman endeavoured to throw
some discredit on the late Administration
because of the manner in which they had
dealt with the electoral boundaries which,
as hon. members are aware, were fixed dur-
ing our term of office by a commission.
Spesking in refercnce to my own electorats,
the hon. gentloman is reported on page 179
of “Hansard” to have said— -

“ Speaking of the redistribution of
seats, whether the late Government car-
ried out the redistribution of seats in
a proper manner or not, or whether they
thought that it was done in a proper
way, we on this side of the House do
not think shat it was an equal redistri-
bution of the electorates in this State.

“ Mr. Stopford: You won an election
on it

“The ArrorNEY-GENEraL: That is all
the more to our credit. I shall be quite
candid with hon. members opyposite.
Take, for instance, a man living on
Wickham terrace. Under the late Go-
vernment’s redistribution of seats he must
vote in the Paddington electorate; but
we know that Wickham terrace is not
in Paddington. Wickham terrace is
always recognised as a part of the city
of Brisbane, for it is only a few steps
from Queen street. That is only one
anomaly, We must admit that the last
redistribution of seats was not in accord.
ance with equity.”

Strange to say, in the redistribution fo which
the Attorney-General referred my electorate
was one of the very few electorates which
were not affected by an alteration of the
boundaries, so that the alleged anomaly he
spoke of and attempted to ridicule was the
result of an action of the Denham-Barnes
Administration. However, I would inform
the hon. gentleman that his statement in
regard to the boundaries of the Paddington
and PBrisbane electorates is not correct,
because a section of Wickham terrace is
included in the Brisbane electorate.

The Arroryey GEngRar: I was talking
about that part of Wickham terrace which
ought to be in the Brisbane electorate.

Mr. KIRWAN: That was an act of an
Administration holding similar political
views to the hon. gentleman—namely, the
Denham Government.

The Secretary for Mines made a remark-
able speech. 1 listened very attentively to
it. In fact, he did not make a speech—he
read one. On that occasion I was reminded
of a well-known character in Dickens.

Mr. Kruso: What character is that?

My, KIRWAN: I was not aware that the
hon. member was so dense that he was
unable to place the character. (Laughter.)

Mr. Krrso: I want to see if you know,

The SPREAKER: Order!

[Mr. Kirwan.
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Mr. KIRWAN: The present Administra-
tion seem to be extremely happy. They
seem to be imbued with the idea that there
is no danger for the next eight or ten years
i regard to their occupancy of the Treasury
benches, and, therefore, they are prepared
to treat the Opposition generally with con-
tempt.

. When I became a member of this House
in 1912, the occupants of the front Govern-
ment bench were men of some intellectual
attainment, and possessed a considerable
amount of administrative ability—men of
the type of Mr. Denham, the present Trea-
surer, the present Chief Justice, Mr. Paget,
the late Hon. J. G. Appel, and other hon.
gentlemen, Those gentlemen were Aushed
with victory after the 1912 election, when
they inflicted what they regarded as a crush-
ing defeat on the Labour Parbty, and when
several Labour members were defeated. But
before the close of that Parliament I saw a
 round robin ” being publicly hawked round
this building having for its object the deposi-
tion of the then Leader of the Government.
So we are not in such a hopeless position
after all!

The  Treasurer: Courage, brother !
(Laughter.)

Mr. MaxwelnL: What ‘are you crying
about ?

My, KIRWAN: To suggest that I am
crying is to indicate that the hon. gentle-
man who has interjected has no appreciation
of my genial temperament. We shall ses
where the Government will be before three
years have elapsed.

Mr. W. FoRGAN SMITH:
Bruce-Page Government?

Mr. KIRWAN: Ves, that great Govern-
ment, led by statesmen, and returned to
power in November last, is now smashed !

Mr. Hywnes: That will be the fate of the
present Government if they tamper with the
Board of Trade and Arbitration here.

Mr., KIRWAN : Let me proceed with my
remarks. We have heard hon. members
on the other side defame this State., I say
that definitely and divectly, because they
have declared not only in this House but
on every platform from which they have
spoken that, as the result of Labour adminis-
tration, Queensland has reached the worst
position in its history. Everyone knows that
statement to be inaccurate and untrue. If
Queensland had recently experienced a finan-
cial crisis similar to that of 1893, or was
faced with conditions that existed from 1901
until 1905, then hon. gentlemen opposite
might be able to point with some degree of
truth to the awful condition to which they
say the State has been reduced by Labour
administration and legislation. But, as you,
Mr. Speaker, are well aware from your
intimate knowledge of the affairs of the
Royal National Agricultural Association,
during the Labour regime the association has
been able to make more extensive improve-
ments to the Fxhibition ground than at any
time in its previous history. You know,
too, that the recent Show was a huge success,
the attendances constituting a record, and
falling short of the attendance at the last
Sydney Show by only 20,000. Hon. members
opposite who have been privileged to open
country shows are unanimous in their
opinions that records have recently been
created, yet they persist in defaming the
State and saying that it has been absolutely

What about the
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ruined as the result of Labour legislation.
May I quote from the * Patriot” of 18th
August last—and I do not suppose a more
pronounced anti-Labour journal is published
in Queensland—

“Ir Was a Grear WeLEK.

“ Records were broken everywhere dur-
ing the week, particularly in the Show
attendances, ‘which only fell short of
Sydney’s great crowds by 20.000. The
dance halls registered a record also. The
iwo all-night balls were crowded. and
the amount of drink consumed was
easily a record. We haven't the figures
of the amounts spent in dinners and
wines at the hotels—if we had we’d be
giving up the newspaper business.”

Now, with regard to the question of unem-
plovment. During the election campaign hon.
members on the Government side statoed that

1wy had two proposals. The first proposal
was to raise a sum of £1,800,000, and the
second proposal was the well- ]\nm\n adver-
tisement in regard to the raising of
£2,000,000. In dealing with the question of
unon‘ploved I may be permitted to quote
what one of the leadmg Sydney Journals had
to say on the question. The * Daily Tele-
graph Pictorial 7 said—

“ Unemployment was a dominant issue
of the Queensland pell, just as it over-
shadows every other question before the
British electors. Mr. Moore made a
bold tactical move when he outbid his
opponents by offering to spend £2,000,000
of borrowed money in provnlmq Woﬂ\
for the unemployed. The economic
soundness of such a policy may be open
to doubt, but it brought thousands of
voters into the Nationalist camp.”

Now let us look at the first proposal—to
raise £1,800,000. The first suggestion in con-
nection with this project was from the hon.
member for Kurilpa, who, speaking at the
School of Arts in his own electorate. as
reported in the *“ Daily Mail’ of 24th April
last, had this to say—

“The National Party, on the other
hand, had a scheme which would relieve
unemplovment by the creation of a special
work fund of £1,800,000, to which mem-
bers of Parliament would also contribute
by the reduction of their salaries. The
fund, capitalised, would give immediate
omp]ovment for one year to 10,000 per-
sons, for six months to 20.000, and for
three months to 40,000.”

Then the Attorney-General, speaking at
Highgate Hill, as reported in the * Tele-
graph” of 1st May, 1929, said—

“ For the unemployed the Government
had not done things in the right way.
The Country and Progressive National
Party had propounded a scheme whereby
on being returned to power it would find
work for 16,000 men in the space of a
few months. Its policy, too, would
ensure the revival of secondary indus-
tries.”

The Secretary for Public Instruction, who
was then Deputy Leader of the Opposition,
speaking at the corner of Juliette street and

Emperor street, Thompson Estate, as
reported in the  Telegraph” of 2nd May,
1929, said—

“ As a further step towards relieving

unemployment, the party proposed to
reduce the members’ salariss by £250 a
1929—y
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vear, and the surplus thus obtained
would pay the interest on a loan of
£300,000, which would be added to a
similar ~ amount procured from the
Unemployment Insurance Fund. TLocal
authorities would then be approached to
allocate certain work within their parti-
cular areas which could be carried out,
but which would not have been done
under ordinary circumstances. They
would be asked to pay two-thirds of the
cost of the work, while the Government
would provide the additional third. By
this means work to the extent of
£1,800,000 could immediately be carried
out, which would provide employment
for 10,000 men for at least twelve
months.” :

The ‘ Daily Mail” evidently thought that
the position had not been put sufficiently
clearly by gentlemen who spoke on the oppo-
sition platforms, and they thought it neces-
sary to write a leading article on the ques-
tion, which was entitled ‘‘ Doles or Work.”
This article, which appeared on T7th April
last, had this to say—

“ Mr. Moore proposes to use £300,000
of the Unemployment Insurance Fund as
an employment assurance fund. There
will still be a balance for sustenance yay-
ments, but the objective will be 1o give
work wherever possible instead of a dole.
It is also one of the planks of the
Country and  Progressive  National
Party’s platform to reduce the salaries
of members of Parliament to what they
were in 1925. This will mean a saving
of £18,00C a year in the cost of Parlix-
ment, enabling the State to make avail-
able another capital sum of :£300,000 for
providing employment without making
any addition to the present Governmental
expenditure, By further administrative
economies Mr. Moore is confident that
he could make available a Government
subsidy of £100,000 for increasing em-
ployment. Thus he would have an
employment assurance fund of £700,000
with which it is intended to help local

authorities to advance public works
whereby local unemployed may be
absorbed. Subsidising approved schemes

at the rate of £1 for every £2 paid in
wages by local authorities, the Govern-
ment would have means to assist an
expenditure up to £2,000,000 on public
works widely distributed throughout the
State and under local control.”

That was the first plopoval but evidently it
did not ¢ catch on” well enough, and we
found a very fine advertisecment appearing
in the daily papers “Is it a job?” etc.

A (GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Put it in
“ Hansard.”

Mr. KIRWAN: I was going to ask your
permission, Mr. Speaker, to have it photo-
graphed by Mr. Mobsby of the Department
of Agriculture, and I“duced to a plate which
could be put in ¢ Hansard,” because a photo-
graph of that kind will become historic
iz years to come., I understand that at
onc period in this House there was
a sheep’s head over the Speakexs chair,
but I ‘think a photograph of this adver.

tisement would be much better. I make
the suggestion to you, Br. Speaker, that
it might be suitably framed and hung

up in the Chamber,
There we have the

if you are agrscable.
present Government

Mr. Kirwan.]
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exploiting the privations, the safferings, the
miseries, and the worries of the unemployed.

A GovERNMENT MEMBER: What is wrong
with it?

Mr. KIRWAN: liverything is wrong with
it, because hon. mombers opposite now say
that they cannot get the £2,000,000. In fact,
I think the Premier made a speech at Goom-
bungee Show the other day in which he said
that he was not going fo earry out certain
promises because he had nothing to do with

them. It is freely rumoured, as the Trea-
surer would say, in that characteristic
manner of his. It is reported in certain

quarters that the Premier knew nothing about
the £2,000,000 until he saw it in the press.
What is the first reference made to that?
I find that the hon. member for Maree was
the first to refer to it. Speaking in support
of Mr. Shaw at Ithaca Hall, Red Hill, as
reported in the *‘ Telegraph,” on 3rd May,
1929, he said—-
“ It was the intention of the Country
and Progressive National Party to bor-

row  £2000,000 for the immediate
relief—"
the word “ immediate ”’ occurs in all those
statements—

“ of unemployment in Queensland. This
was not a statement ‘off his own bat’
but would be made by Mr. Moore beforc
polling day.”
The Premier, in a statement reported in the
“ Daily Mail > of 9th May, 1929, two days
before the poll, said—

“1 have been criticised in some quar-
ters for pledging myself to make avail-
able £2,000,000 at the ecarliest possible
moment for the relief of the unemployed
workers and their families. I have
explained my plan in full in the public
press, and it certainly does not involve
the borrowing of this amount or any

intention of continuing the financial
‘jazz’ of the present administration. At

any rate, I make no apology. I regard
it as the sacred duty of any Government
in times of emergency to resort even to
expediency to lessen widespread distress.

am well aware that my proposal is
merely a palliative, and that many vital
changes must be made before the root
causes of our present troubles will be
removed. I believe they can he
removed.”’

The Govermment cannot get away from
the fact that thousands of workers through-
out the length and breadth of Queensland
and their wives and families voted for the
party opposite because they believed that
the cause of unemployment was political and
not economic. Hon. members opposite said,
‘“ Remove the MecCormack Administration
from the Treasury benches and place us in
charge, and within three months we will
find £2,000,0600 for 10,000 jobs.” (Government
interruption.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. KIRWAN : I shall take hon, members
opposite to another question. They know
as well as I do that, like all National Parties
which get in on false pretences, they are
repudiating their election pledges. Take the
question of the reduction of wages. Hon.
. members opposite said that they would not
reduce wages. I saw a paragraph in last
Monday’s  Daily Mail,”” in which the Secre-
tary for Railways stated that 1,000 men in

[Mr. Kirwan.
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the Railway Department would be reduced te
four days a week instead of six. Is not that
reduction of wages? The Attorney-General,
speaking at South Brisbane, as reported in
the “ Daily Mail ” of 1st May, 1929, said—
“The wages of the workers are low
cnough already, and 1 for one would
never, from the humane standpoint alone,
be w party to having them re-
duced—"
What a prophet he was!
“ Mr. McCormack has been saying that,
if Mr. Moore is returned, wages will he
reduced. I say that Mr. Moore is an
honourable man, and one who has given
his solemn undertaking that he will not
cut down wages..”
And the very first Cabinet meeting they
had was held to reduce the wages of men
employed in the rural industries! (Govern-
ment dissent.)

The ArrorNEY-GENERAL: You accused the
Secretary for Mines of reading his speech.
You are now reading other people’s specches.
(Laughter.)

Mr. KIRWAN: Since I have been a mem-
ber of this House, when I have made a
statement I have always proved it, and I
am putting witnesses in the hox and giving
their testimony against the Attorney-General
and his friends. The Secretary for Labour
and Industry practically made the same
remarks, and, in a speech delivered at
Geebung, he forecast a very happy state of
affairs for the unfortunate unemploved. par-
ticularly bovs and girls, if the present
Administration were returned to power.
They have heen returned to power, and
think it is quite safe to say that no addi-
tional employment has been made available.
As a matter of fact, we know that thev are
combing the railway service, and men are
being dismissed in half-dozens and dozens.
(Government dissent.) Well, perhaps some of
them are not being dismissed dircctly. Posi-
tions are being offered to them which it i-
well known they cannot accept because of
family reasons or because they have roung
boys and girls apprenticed to trades here or
following occupations here, so that to go
out to the far west of Quensland would
be nothing short of the act of a madman.

Nor can hon. member: opposite say that.
when they were returned to power, they
did not get some assistance. I am sure, Mr.
Speaker, knowing your interest in the State
of Queensland, that you read with pleasure
the appeal of the FEmployers’ Federation
asking every employer to provide an addi-
tional job by way of a thanksgiving for
the return of the present Administration to
power. No doubt you also read of the
mecting of the graziers at Longreach, who
decided that, by way of cclebrating this
great political event in the history of Queens-
land, they also would employ additional
men. It is a well-known fact that these
cestures made immediately after the election
have brought no additional employment to
any particular person, and I am quite con-
fident that next March and April we shali
have a state of affairs without parallel in
the history of Queensland so far as unem-
plovment is concerned.

Mr. Krrso: You are crying
fish.”

Mr. KIRWAN : I am not crying ‘‘stinking
fish.” I have never yet been guilty of defam-
ing my State, let alone the Commonwealth,
and I certainly did not give my blessing

“stinking
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or benediction toc the delegation that went
from this State to ‘“ queer the pitch” for
the then Premier in order that he might
not be able to raisc moncy in Tondon, :o

that, by the creation of a considerable
amount of unemployment, hon. members
opposite would be able to win the 18920

election. (Government dissent.) We can all
recall the hostile criticism of hon. menibers
opposite when the Government of that day
wero compelled to go to New York for loan
money, but it was not very long afterwards
that their own Federal Treasuver went there,
There was no condemnation of his attitude.
The hon. member for Wide Bay, who pre-
ceded me this afternoon, made the startling
statement that the reason why Queensland
could not borrow money to-day was to be
found in the condition brought about by
Labour administraticn and Labour laws,
The hon. member knows perfectly well, if
he knows anything at all, that the Com-
monwealth Government of which this great
statesman, Mr, Bruce, is the leader was
recently compelled to approach the Ionden
market for a loan. They had to offer that
loan for twelve months! That is the longest
term they could get. It was one of the
shortest-dated loans ever floated in the
history of Australia. The loan
[4 p.m.] was floated by the great Federal
National Party, with their won-
derful financial advisers, Dbuttressed bx
the great genius who controls the Federal
Treasury. but all they could secure in London
was twelve months’ credit on the strength
of the name of the Commonwealth.
Mr. CoLLINS :
them.
Mr. KIRWAN: It is useless for the hon.
member for Wide Bay to make wild state-
ments when he knows perfectly well that,

The investors did vot trust

following upon the altered conditions of
borrowing by the creation of the Loan
Council, all loans are now raised by the

Commonwealth, and that no moncy is raized
by the individual States. He knows full
well that all loans are now raised on the
credit of the Commonwealth, and not oa the
credit of the individual States. When the
Labour Party were in power, they did not
apnroach the London market for a loan of
£2,000,000 and receive only £600,000, which
was the pathetic experience of a previous
Government when there was no Labour Party
in existence that could be held responsible
for the awiful, terrible, and disastrous legis-
lation which it has been alleged was intro-
duced by the late Government to the extreme
detriment of Queensland in the eyes of
shrewd investors.

I listened very attentively to the speech
delivered by the hon. member for Ipswich—a
speech that certainly stands out amongst
those delivered by hon. members opposite.
The hon. gentleman made a remarkable
statement when he said in effect—I hope
that I am not misquoting him—that the
people of this State were very littie better
off to-day with the wages and conditions that
they enjoy than they were in years gone by.
I cannot understand the hon. gentleman,
who, I presume, has kecen powers of observa-
tion and analysis, making a statement of
that kind. Everybody Lknows that the
standard of comfort has been considerably
raised in this State. Kverybody knows that
the conditions which are enjoved by the
great masses of the workers to-day and the
opportunities that are available to the
children of the working class are far in excess
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of those which obtained in years gonc by.
Visit any of the technical colleges, the State
high schools, the various secondary denomi-
national schools, grammar schools, or col-
leges, and it will be seen that 95 per cent. of
the boys and girls attending those schools
are the sons and daughters of the workers.
I make that statement without any fear
whatever of being contradicted. To say that
conditions have not improved, and that privi-
leges and opportunities have not improved,
is to say that one has been practically asleep
for the past fifteen to twenty years.

Mr. Krrso: He referred to the wages.

Mr. KIRWAN: Consider the homes
enjoyed by the working eclass to-day. No
doubt the Secretary for Public Works can
inform the hon, member for Nundah that
he has received or anticipates the receipt
of quite a number of applications for loans
for the erection of workers’ dwellings in the
very near future. Just imagine a working
man fifteen to twenty rears ago being in a
position to secure an advance of £650 for
the erection of a home!

Mr. Nimmo: He was able to sccure the
same home at a lesser cost.

Mr. KIRWAN: Nothing of the kind.
Visit any of the new suburbs upon which
workers’” homes have bcen recently con-
structed for the workers by the Department
of Public Works and by the various building
societies, and one will see houses of an ornate
type absolutely unknown in our youth.

I hope the Government will endeavour to
fulfil the promises they made on the hust-
ings to the people. They exercised consider-
able zeal in passing through this Chamber a
Bill having for its object the reduction of
the salaries of members of Parliament.
Possibly that Bill will become law early next
week, and the Government will then have
£18.000 to enable them to borrow the
£300,000 to which they have referred. They
will then be in a position to distribute that
sum to the various local authorities, I am
sure that the Treasurer, in that most
winning way of his when dealing with this
class of people, will be able to induce them
to embark wupon schemes involving the
expenditure of large sums of public money.
The Neationalist City Council in this city
has contributed more to the problem of
unemplcyment in Brisbane than has any
State Labour Government by virtue of the
fact that during the past fifteen months it
has dispensed with the services of 1,200 men.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): I am rather
glad that the hon. gentleman who has just
resumed his seat referred to the passing of
a very estimable member of this House.
was waiting for some of the older members
to mention the matter, but this is the frst
cocasion on which it has been so mentioned.
I refer to the passing of our dear old friend.
George Appel. One cannot sit in this House
without looking towards the corner seat now
occupied by the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley and missing the genial appearance of
that good-natured gentleman, who has ‘ gone
west.”” It seems to me a pitiable feature
of our public life that men should give their
lives in the public interests, and, when they
have passed away, no recognition of their
scrvices is made except it be by hon. members
rising in their places in this Chamber and
drawing attention to the passing of men
such as George Appel. The State and the
Commonwealth were much the better for

My, Mazwell.]



340 Address tn Reply.

his participation in public life. Since he has
gone the State and Commonwealth ave much
the poorer. .

I congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on attain-
ing the high and responsible office of
Speaker. It is unnecessary for me to say
more at this juncture than I did when mov-
ing the resolution that you be elected
Spraker of this House.

At 4.7 p.m.,

The Cuarrman or Commitrees (Mr. Roberts.
Fast Toowoomba) relieved the Speaker in
the chair.

Mr. MAXWELL: To the mover and
seconder of the Address in Reply 1 offer
my congratulations. I certainly cannot offer
my congratulations on the tacties which hon.
members opposite have adopted. I remember
the period during which they occupied the
Government benches, and I was then forced
to the conclusion that their numbers repre-
sented quantity but not quality; but I am
to-day forced to the further conclusion that
they represent neither quality nor quantity.
The Government Party, on the other hand,
represent both quality and quantity as a
result of the electors, in their wisdom.
approving of the policy that was cnunciated
by the Leader of the Government.

During the period that the Premier was
delivering his policy speech and addressing
the electors in various parts of the State.
he stated that he fully realised that the
members of his party would have to submit
to vilification and abuse on every occasion
that they appeared on the hustings to
enunciate the policy of the party. I had no
idea that that attitude would be continusd
when we came within the walls of this
Chamber. I was under the impression that,
as soon as the election was concluded, hon.
members opposite would conduct themselves
in a different manner, especially on the flcor
of this House. They have asked of every
speaker who has risen on this side of the
House, ““What was in the Governor’s
Speech?” they said. “Tt is only a drab
production. The Governor’s Speech is com-
posed of nothing else but amendments to be
mtroduced of legislation enacted by the
previous Government.” The proposed amend-
ing legislation is perfectly justified for this
reason: Did you ever know a Nationalist

Government to build a house on foundations

of sand and water—shifting Socialism? If
vou are about to build a house, it is necces-
sary to build it on a rock so that its founda-
tiors will be firm. That being the case, it
1s quite necessary to remove the sandy foun-
dation of Socialism, which was laid by the
late Government when they introduced legis-
lation in this Chamber, and to enact legis-
lation which will stand the elements for all
time.

The Leader of the Opposition said that.
while they never gleat over a victory, they
never in any way whine over a reverse; but
it is apparent that since Parliament
assembled they have been yelping all the
time.

During the few minutes at my disposal
let me expose the inconsistency of hon.
members opposite, who are continually
making imputations about members of tha
Government which are both incorrect and

untrue.  They say it is all in the game,
which hon. members do nof, apparently,
understand | Criticism has been levelled by

them at the action of the Government in

"My, Mazwell.
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obtaining the services of certain gentlemen
to conduct an inquiry into the working of
the railways in Queensland, their chief com-
plaint being that there are men in Queens-
land more competent to do the job.

OprosiTioN MEMBERS : So therc are!

Mr. MAXWELL: I don’t say there ave
not, but let me pause here to drive
home the point I am making. Were not

competent men also available for the posi-
tion of Director of Agriculture, and for
the management of the Mungana mine? Yet
the Liabour Government went to Western
Australia for Mr, L. Macgroegor, and
appointed him to the post of Director of
Agriculture, and in the same way they
brought a man from Victoria to take charge
at Mungana !

Let it be distinctly understocd—and it may
be necessary that I should emphasise this
point—that I am saying nothing to the detri-
ment of these gentlemen, who are decent,
honest men. My desire is to emphasise the
inconsistency of Opposition members in criti-
cising the Government for bringing two
Southern men to conduct certain inquiries
for them in Queensland. Those who know,
of course, class all that talk as pure political
piffle, intended as political propaganda out-
side this House. They say, in cffect, *“ We
understand mob psychologyv. We know how
we can catch these people’’; but, thank
God, ther cannot dope the intelligent pecople
of this community with such stuff as that.

Mr. Prasp: If we do wrong, why should
you also do wrong?

Mr. MAXWELL: Let me refer to a state-
ment that has been frequently made by
hon. members opposite that the party now
in power represent the moneyed class and
are being subsidised.

Mr. PeasE: We believe it!

Mr. MAXWELL: Then I shall quote from
a cartoon, referring to the Country-Nation-
alist Party, to contradict that statement.
The motto in that cartoon reads—

“ The stable punters are ¢ fed-up’ with
the horse. They refuse to put another
poultice on him.”

We could get no morey, so where does
the argument come in that we were feeding
m(»;énbers of this Government? This cartoon
said—

““ Got a little more dope to make him
go the distance?”

“No! Tm fed up with that crock.”

Who issued that? The big man! The man
who said, “ Vote for the McCormack Govern-
ment.” Not * Vote for the Labour Govern-
ment !” These are the gentlemen who talked
about giving work to Queocnsland workers
and encouragement to those who want work.

My, HyNES interjected,

Mr. MAXWELL: When the party opposite
wanted someone to do this work, ther
imported Harry Julius from Sydvey.

Mr. HyNES again interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MAXWELL: The Nationalist Party
did not do that. They gave Queensland men
the preference.

Mr. HyNEs: We believe in Australian-born
Governors.

The DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order! T have

called on the hon. member for Townsville
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threc times to obey my call to order. I
shall not call again.

Mr. Hyxes: I did not hear you the previcus
times. Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. MAXWELL: <Cartoons and other
matters have been referred to in the House,
and it is just as well that we should allow
you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to have a lenk
at some of them. This has been authorised
by Lewis McDonald, 238 Eiizabeth strect,
Brisbane, so I presume it is quite all right.

Mr. CoLLins: What is wrong with it?

Mr. MAXWELL: I am showing the in-
consistency of the party to which the hon.
member belongs.  Hon. members _opposite
have attributed statements to this party
which thev know are not true. They have
accused us of receiving money to carry on
our political work in this ITouse and else-
where.  They publisbed cartoons showing
that the people with money will not trust
us, and will not give uvs any. That is what
I am showing hon. members. There is
something else that I want to bring
forward—

““The Three Useless Monkeys.”
(Opposition laughter.)

“ Country—I sec no good !

‘“ Progressive—1 do no good!

¢ National—I am no good !”’

It is a most peculiar thing how coming
events cast their shadows before. * Hallelu-
jah, they are bum.” (Opposition laugh-
ter.) And  they are! I  just wont
to refer to another little inconsistencs,
but to me it is serious, and 1 want to
say that I believe in the recognition of
those who have been doing public work
if the people think thev ought to be
recognised.  You, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and
other hon. members in this House remember
the great amount of fuss and noise that was
made when the Right Honourable William
Hughes, then Prime Minister of Australia,
was recognised for the work that he did.

Mr. Prasg: He did his work well.

Mr. MAXWELL: When the purse of
money containing £25,000 was presented 1o
him, what did the Labour Party of Australia
say? What did the Labour papers of Aus-
tralia say? “ One of the most contemptible
things ever donec by a public man!” For a
man like that to accept a purse of moner
was disgraceful.” But, of course, this was
presented by the great insurance companies.
by the cupitilistic class. They were the men
who gave this. What for? Because, as
they said at the time, he did his job accord-
ing to their wishes. Now let us see th+ other
side of the picture. It was reported in
the ““ Telegraph ™ newspaper of 12th July,
1929—I read a similar statement in the
“ Daily Standard,” so I suppose it i¢ accu-
rate—that the present Leader of the Opposi-
tion was thanked by the primary producers.
This was what the  Telegraph” had to
say—

‘“ Appreciation of the work donc by
Mr. W. Forgan Smith, M.T.A.. as Minis-
ter for Agriculture and Stock in the
late Labour Government on behalf of
Queensland primarv producers was ex-
pressed by representatives of primary
producers at a gathering in the Legisla-
tive Counecil Chamber, Parliament House,
vesterday afternoon. Mr. Smith was
presented with a purse of £100.”
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If it was wrong for * Billy ” Hughes to take
money, it was wrong for the Leader of
the Opposition to take that money.

Mr. PoLLOCK interjected.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon, member for
Gregory may interject as much as he likes,
but there is the truth, and he cannot get
past it. It il] becomes hon. members opposite
to attempt to vilify hon. members on this
side. Hon. members opposite have harped
on the subject of £2000,000 for 10,000 jobs.
I am associated with an honest Government,
who will keep their premises, I venture to
say that there is mot a man behind the
Government who would stand for broken
promises.  First of all, what is the cause
of the unemployment which exists to-day?

Mr. CoLLINS interjected.

Mr. MAXWELL: Imagine hon. members
opposite talking as they do after occupying
the Treasury benches for fourteen years, and
saying to us, ‘° Why have you not solved the
problem of unemployment?” TUnemployment
15 rampant throughout the length and
breadth of the State—that is the pity of
it—but what is the cause of it? It is caused
by the cxtravagance, waste, and high taxa-
tion imposed by hon. members opposite when
they were in power—not all of it—I would
not be foolish encugh to say all of it—but
the greater portion of it was caused by the
action of hon. members opposite. Is it any
wonder that they were thrown out of office?
They wers not merely put out—they were
thrown out of office, bccause the people
realised that in Arthur Moore, as the Leader
of the Government, they had a man who
wvould keep his word. I have no qualms of
conscience at all about what Arthur Moore,
the Premier of this State, is going to do in
connection with the question of unemploy-
rent.

Mr. PrEssE:

Mr. MAXWELL: I was referred to the
Townsville “ Herald,”” which one hon. mem-
ber opposite says uses the word ‘ imme-
diately.”” I find it is not there. The hon.
member knows how impossible it is to do
everything at once. As the hon. member for
Nanango pointed out, immediately the rural
workers’ award was suspended, fully 5.060
men found work.

An OprrosITION MEMBER:
it.

Mr. MAXWELL: I know hon. members
opposite do not believe it; but such is the
case,

“ Immediately,” he said.

We don't believe

Mr. Hvngs: What was the rate fixed In
the rural workers’ award?
Mr., MAXWELL: What I have stated

i3 the case. All one has to do is to look
at the payments for out-door relief and

unemployment insurance for last month;
which indicate a considerable falling-off

in the amount, which proves the statement
of the hon. member for Nanango that there
have been a good many more men employed
in rural areas. It is only necessary to
draw attention to the method of handling
State enterprises to show the waste and
extravagance on the part of the late Govern-
ment.

An Orrositron MEemBER: The Government
are practically giving the State enterprises
away.

Mr. MAXWELL: I have a recollection of
addressing a question to the Leader of the
Opposition when he was a Minister in the

Mr. Maxwell.]
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late Government, drawing attention to a
statement which had been made by the then
Premier, Mr. Theodore, who had been criti-
cising the amount of waste that had taken
place in connection with State enterprises.
I was led to believe by Mr. Theodore’s
utterance that it was the intention of the
then Government to review the whole posi-
tion, and to remove what was a financial
sink and which was bringing the State
down financially.

It was stated by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition that the whole policy of the Govern-
ment in dealing with State enterprizes was
going to be reviewed. Well, that has been
going on for a very great number of years.
As T have said that the uncmployment has
heen caused by waste of money, I would
refer hon. members opposite to the statement
of their late leader, Mr. McCormuck, as
recorded in last night’s ¢ Daily Standard.”
‘This is what Mr, McCormack is supposed to
have szid in England—

“What brought about tho collapse of
the Labour Government in Queensland
after fourteen years in office?

“Many members of the parliamentary
fabour Party who attended a meeting
addressed at Westminster by Mr. William

McCormack, must have experienced a
rude shock as he unfolded his reply to
the query that was in all our minds
(says the Glasgow  Forward.) There
were many factors, of which Mr.
McCormack has agrecd himself to write
in ‘Forward’ but perhaps the most
striking declaration was: ‘Our own
perople did not give us a fair go.

“ They had had fourteen years in which
to try out their plans, said Mr, McCor-
mack., They had removed the House of
Lords so that they could not blame a
second Chamber.

_“That is one of the great tragedies of
Queensland. It was not Socialism or

nationalisation that was wrong. We
failed because our own people con-
sidered we, as a Iabour {fovernment,

were fair game—that they could go slow.
We gave them good wages and good
conditions and we expected good service.
and we did not get it. And in one
after another of our industries we were
compelled to close down.
_“There was nothiny wrong with
Socialism, but there was something
wrong with our propaganda, and our
peopie had not that civie spirit which
1s necessary if we are to succeed. . . .
“We felt that in the past they had
perhaps stressed tco much the question
of higher wages. and laid too little
emphasis on the Socialist ideal, so that
in the minds of a great many wages and
conditions obscured the larger vision.”

That is not my statement. That is
statement of the ex-Premier.

Now let me deal with State enterprises.
Hon. members opposite have said that the
Government were going to get rid only of the
cnterprises that were not paying.

Mr. Prase: Not get rid of them—give
them away.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member should
not talk like that. He should remember the
answer to a question asked by one of his
colleagues, the hon. member for Warrego,
the other day, dealing with a butcher shop

[Mr. Maxrwell.
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at Chillagoe, in which the Minister proved
that the butcher shop was practically given
away.

My, PoLLook :

Mr. MAXWELL: He is a responsible
Minister, and one of the hon. member’s own
party asked the question and the answer
showed that it had cost over £1,000, yet it
was sold for £50. :

Mr. Corrins: It did not come under the
State enterprises at all. It was under the
Department of Mines. You know that.

Mr. MAXWELL: You heard what the
Minister in charge of the State enterprises
said.

_ Mr. Pouroek: Yes, but we did not believe
1t.

It was said.

Mr. MAXWELL: The worst part of it is -
that hon, members know that what they are
saying i» wrong, that they are trying to muis-
lead, and are taking advantage of mob
psychology to practise on the people outside;
but the people are awale from their lethargy,
and are now fully alive to the chicanery of
hon. members opposite.

Mr. Porrock: That is a good one.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is a good onc. 1
intend to quote from the policy speech of
the Leader of the Government, and it is
just as well that I should read all that he
said about State enterprises lest hon, members
opposite should say that I am reading only
the part that suits myself :—

*“We believe that it is no function of
a Government to enter into trading ven-
tures. We propose to dispose of the
various State enterprises at the best
prices obtainable as opportunity offers,
with the exception of the State insurance
business and the railway refreshment-
rooms, which will be an adjunct to the
railways, and any profits will be credited
to that department.”

[4.30 p.m.]

*“ The State enterprises are creating no
additional employment, and their sale to
private enterprise will crcata no addi-
tional unemployment. We consider the
public has cverything to gain and nothing
to lose through their disposal, The
various State enterprizes have absorbed
over £5,008,000 of borrowed money which
could have been much more uscfully em-
ployed in cther directions, ard have been
responsible for losses amounting to
£3,700.000, which has had to be made
good by extra taxation upon private
enterprise. It is undoubtedly true that
the State enterprises have thus been a
large contributing cause of unemploy-
ment, and, in addition, have caused a
lack of confidence in the Government,
which has been extremely detrimental to
the investment of capital in our indus-
tries.”

The late Leader of the Labour Government
said other things on the floor of this House,
but his sincerity had to be doubted. Hon.
members opposite know what he said in con-
nection with the various State enterpriszes.

. We had a spasm from the hon. member for

Tthaca about the State cannery.
Mr. Pease: The Government gave it away !
Mr. MAXWHLL: The State cannery was

disposed of in a legitimate and honest way—
not behind closed doors. Public tenders were
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called, and the property passed to the highest
tenderer. It was far better to cut the loss at
this stage rather than pile up the loss, as
was done by hon. members opposite. These
tigures show the losses on the various Stats
enterprises : —

£
State cannery ... 89,380
State Produce Agency 19,880
State fish supply .. 42,401
State stations .. 1,375,029
The total loss on all State enterprises

amounted to £3,647,812. Those figures clearly
indicate that huge sums were taken out of
industry-—money that should rightly have
been retained by industry for national deve-
lopment was wasted. The Governmont
grubbed and scratched in every direction for
money—by over-the-counter loans and by
other means. The money was extracted from
the pockets of the pcople and sunk in these
enterprises, which the late Leader of the
Labour Party intimated should be reviewed
with a view to placing them on a firmer and
sounder basis,

Mr. PorLLock: Do you propose now to
review the position by selling the most sue-
cessful enterprises?

Mr. MAXWELL: The Premier has
cmphatically stated that all State enterprises
except two must be sold. It is no use hon.
members opposite endeavouring to distort
the utterances of the Premier, or to put
words into my mouth, or to suggest that the
Premier said something that he did not say.

Mr. CorrLins: Do the Governmeiit propose
1o sell the Bowen State coalmine?

Mr. MANXWELL: I have not referred to
the Bowen State coalmine, and I advisce the
hon. member for Bowen not to refer to the
I{nkerman irrigation area. (Laughter.)

It is just as well that I should deal with
the statements of hon. mewmbers opposite
that the Government have acted um\ls(,l 111
Jisposing of the State butcher shops, which
hon. members claim are a valuable adjunct
of governiaent in this State.

Mr. Porrock: They were sold after the
Government depreciated their value.

Mr. MAXWELL: The Goverument were
«(uite Justxﬁed in adopting the attitude that
it was the function of the (Government to
govern and not to trade. We did not
1ep1cclate the value of any State enterprise;
but, when we were in opposition, we defi-
uilely pointed cut that our partyv did not
~tand for State enterprises, and that they
would be abolished. Now we are asked by
hon. members opposite to coutinue the State
eunterprises—really to set up an edifice of
State upon socialistic sands. When Parlia-
ment was opened in the Legislative Council
Chamber, the vast majority of the people of
this State exclaimed with an air of con-
fidence, ‘ Thank God that this day has
arrived 1”7 It was worth living for to know
that at last, notwithstanding swhat had been
one, notw1thstand1nrr the boasts that had
been made at various placeb in Brisbane and
throughout Queensland, the late (GGovernment
had been turned out of office. Before the
result of the elections was announced, we
heard on all sides ““ Don’t worry. We are
there for all time.” ¢ They won’t put us
out. Have you seen the proposed redistri-
hution of seats? It will be good, all right.”
Notwithstanding those boasts, it took my
friend the hon. member for Brisbane all his

[11 SEPTEMEBER.]

Address in Reply. 348

time to be returned at the head of the poll.
If it had not been for the votes of the
inmates of Dunwich, he would not have been
here now. He had the fight of his life. It
is reully a wonder to me that there are
so many members of the late Government
now sitting in opposition, for the electors
were so disgusted with their mismanage-
ment, extravagance, and waste.

Let me deal with the so-called profitable
butcher shops. 1n 1926 Mr, Corser, the then
hon. member for Burnett, on behalf of the
present Premier, asked the Minister in
charge of State enterprises—

“ How many State butcher shops were
operating as at 30th June in each of the
yvears 1923, 1924, 1925, and 1826?”

“Hon. D. A. GrepsoN (Ipswich) re-
plied—

€€ 1923, 72 shops; 1924, 57 shops, 1925,
50 shops, 1928, 48 shops

Hon, members will see how the number of
butcher shops was falling off, notwith-
standing the statements of hon. members
opposite about the wonderful benefit the
shops were to the people. It was evident
at the time from that statement that the
people were not availing themselves of the
State butcher shops as hon members opposite
represented. The Minister in his reply
further stated—

“In addition to these there are at the
present time eight cash delivery carts
operating in lieu of shops.”

Why, three shops in Toowoomba were closed
down—not by this Government but by the
late Government—showing conclusively that
they could not compete on the same footing
with private enterprise. The only way they
could compete with the legitimate busivess
man was by taxing him out of industry, not
with a view to the nationalisation of industry
but to the socialisation of industry.

References have been made to the promisecs
made at the rccent gencral election by this
party. I am going to answer those questions
in the sanie manner as the hon. member for
Bowen answered questions in connection with
unemployment. If, after three years of office
by this Goverument thers remains one
promise that has not been carried out, then,
and then only, is it time for hon. members
opposite to find fault with what has been
done by the Government. We do not expect
to carry out all cur promises in a minute.
Hon. members opposite are to-day sowing the
sceds of discord and class-consciousuess
amengst the people. We know that some
Labour men are going around saying to the
workers, “ Watch your jobs! There are 600
or 700 men going to be dismissed from the
Railway Department.” Such statements are
untrue, and no one knows that better than
they do.

Mr. PEasE: Torty were dismissed in Towns-
ville.

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not accept tha hon.
member’s knowledge of affairs, because, as
he well knows, he was very seldom in this
House last session. He said that he was
successful in having Mr. Martens elected for
the Herbert seat in the Federal Parliament;
but he should reflect on the number of
Northern constituencies which are now repre-

sented by members sitting on the Govern-

ment side of this Chamber.

My, Maxwell.]
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Tet us review some of the promises made
Ly hon. members opposite to the farmers at
the 1926 elections. They said to the farmers—

“Beware of the Tory plot to increase
railway freights.”

“Don’t let the Tories reduce the taxa-
tion of the wealthy city merchants and
private corporations and make up the
revenue by inereasing railway freights.
That is what they will do if they get

into office. Keep the Tories out! Vote
Labour !
Then in the ¢ Daily Standard” of 5th

May, 1926, this was stated—

“ There are only two ways in which
the railways can be made to pay—(1) By
increasing fares and freights; or (2) by
reducing the wages or increasing the
hours of employees. the Labour
Government s opposed to increasing
charges.  We have adopted the policy
of making the wealthy income tak
payers—most of them living in the city

in luxury—bear the burden of the railway
deficit.”

The railway charges were increased by 10 to

50 per cent. What did Mr. McCormack then
tell them? He said, < This unemployment

1s something I cannot grapple with; it is
an economic problem. When I came into
this House I was permeated with wonderful
ideas; I thought I could do great things;
but, when I began to realise, T found 1 was
beaten by sound economic facts.”’

I desire also to refer to a matter that
was dealt with by the hon. member for
Cook, who is deserving of every praise for
his courage—he is a young man, a digger ”’

in standing up to the shots that were
fired at him by the Opposition. Of course.
they were mostly blank cartridge. although
there was some gas about! (Laughter.) He
referred to the fitting up of a bedroom at
the Department of Agriculture and Stock.
Fault was found with members sleeping in
ﬂ}ls building; but the Labour Covernment
did not find fault with one of their numbecr
for spending £117 for bedroom furaiture for
a room at the Department of Agriculture
and Stock when a bedroom was available for
him at Parliament House. It wus not the
present Leader of the Opposition who was
responsible for that; I say no morc than
that.

Then there was the extravagance of
Miristers in regard to travelling expensocs.
In that conncction it was time the pruning
knife was applied. Ministers on this sido
are now sebting an example; they are only
receiving the actual expenses incurred by
them. )

Mr. Porrock: They charge more than we
did, and cover it up.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRTCTION :
That is not so. You will be able to verify
all  expenditure under the heading  of
‘“ Contingencies.”

Mr. MAXWELL: I remember the Sydney
“ Bulletin ”—at one time it was looked upon
as the Labour man's Bible—saying that it
was a good idea to go travelling about when
ministerial expenses were allowed at £2 2.
per day. Why, that was a good salary in
1tself !
In dealing with the question of unemploy-
ment, it is well to repcat what the ex-
Premier said when we drew his attention
to the result that would incvitably follow

[Mr. Haxwell.
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from the iucreased taxation that was beinx
imposed. It was on that occasion thut th:
hon. member for Maryborough ingunired a-
to what was the limit of taxation, to which
the ex-Premier veplied ““10s. in the £1; and
that is what they are paring.” Of course.
all the blame is mnot attributable to Mu.
McCormack; other hon. members opposite
must bear their share. At the same time, no
previous Treasurer ever increased taxation
to the extent that the ex-Premier did during
his regime.

Mr. PorLock :
expenditure ?

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman
should direct his question to the Premier.
He knows full well that the ex-Premier said
on that occasion that the position did 1.0t
render it possible to inecrease tho burden
of taxation.

The following table shows the increase in
taxation during the reign of the Labour
Government : —

THEODORE (GOVERNMENT-—— E

Have you a Biil to roduce

1622-23 (Increase) 83,411
1923-24 (Decrease) 286,316
(AiLLIES GOVERNMENT—
1924-25 fIncrease) 296,960
McCoryack GOVERNMENT—
1925-26 (Increase) 186,961
1926-27 (Increase) 393,218
192728 (Increase) 475,742

The total increase in taxation during tho six
vears amounted fto £1,063,976, and of this

mcrease the late Premicr, Mr. McCormack,
was responsible for £1,063,921, or 91 per

cent,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member has exhausted the time allowed
him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): Congratula-
tions during the course of this debate have
been very pronounced on the other side, and
I deosire now to congratulate the Premier and
the Government on having survived the
shock of success on 11th May. They never
had it in their minds that 1t was possible
to win, which accounts for the number of
absolutely irredeemable promises that they
have made. ‘The only promise that they
are likely to carry out is that which means
the casy way—the destruction of State enter-
prises at any price—and another one—that
of reducing salaries—which has been done,
or is to be done, Now, post-mortems arc
not nice things at any time, and the fact
that this party was defeated on 11th May
can be allowed to stand without any fur-
ther comment beyond this—-that the only
reason that I can see for the Government
winning was because they had more than
sufficient votes to beat us.

I join with the hon, member for Toowong
in regretting the death of a gentleman who
was highly respected in this House—
Mr. Appel—a man whose cheerful soul could
carry him through politics without making
any particularly violent enemies in a busi-
ness which naturally makes enemies, owing
to the bitter partisauship of party politics.
We are very much in the habit—at least hon.
members on the other side are~—of seeing no
good in the individual opposed to them—but
it cannot be that a man coming into politics
suddenly becomes either an angel or a devil.
Mr. Appel, however, steered clear of most of
these personalities, with the result that I do

" not think he had an enemy in this House.
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One of the reasons why the voting on
1ith May was wrong is contained in the
Governor’s Speech. It is a paragraph appar-
ontly inserted by the Governor hxmqolf, and
one that might be expected from a hichly
conscientious medical man although he no
longer is actively engaged in his profession.
Although that is so, he says—because this i3
a paragraph originating from no one but
the Governor—

“The vital statistics for last year show
that both the death rate and infant mor-
tality rate in Queensland stand at very
satisfactory figures.”

The continuation shows that the Governor
has a great admiretion for the Government
which ceased to be his advisers on 11th May—

““ These facts bear striking testimony to
the Queensland climate and to Queens-
land parenthood, and also furnish happy
evidence of the wisdom and foresight of
those who, realising that the young
people are the greatest asset of a young
country, have devoted their attention to
:alegundmg the health and furthering
the welfare of the children of this State.”

That can be shown in the attention paid to
child welfare and the cost—most of which
was thrown up against us as oxtravagance—
of increased facilitics for eduncation. These
facts bear eloguent testimcny to the work
done by the late Govermment in increasing
the education vote by nearly £1,000,000 per
annum, although charged with extravagance.

The Address in Reply also carries a good
cortificate of character to us in many of the
paragraphs. For instance, it is stated—

“ While pastoral ]osse(‘q will not be
granted extensions of leases of any land
suitable for closer sctt]unent timy will
be given concessions in respect of country
more remote frow: the raitway:”

Immediately the late Govermment went out
of power the Gowrie qn(‘stxon became pro-

minent. I do not belicve it was settied at
the time of the elections. hecause, when the
glad news came through to our opponcnts
in  Charleville, not ten wminutes later in-

terested people were saying, ‘‘ Wow (xowrie
will get all it wants.”” Gowrie has got all
it wanted—practically half the resumption--
and, prohably, at a lower rental than that
which will be charged to the selector- who
have a chance of taking up the arca.

The SECRETARY FOR TUBLIC INSIRUCTION:
Gowrie did not get what they wanted.

At 451 pom.,
The SPEARER resumed the chair.

My. BEDTFORD: They got 70.000 acves.
TFurthermore, in charging us with general
extravagance and generval waste, they at the
same time discover that we have not heen
the worst, or anything like the worst. in
that tlemondom sink for money—repatriation
and settlement of soldiers. Mr. Justice Pike,
of the Land Valuation Board of New South
Wales, was commissioned to examine and
report in each State. He found that the
total loss in the Commonwealth was
£23.000.000, and of that loss this State had
the least proportlou

Similarly the Government remarked—

“The quantity of raw sugar manufac-
tured in Queenslard last season, namely,
506,000 tons, was the largest output
which has yet been attained in  this
State.”
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They neglected to say that in the ordinary
course of business, such as happens all over
the world where dumped products are =old
at Tmmeasurably Tower prices than are ordin-
arily obtained. They do not say that that
is not right in the matter of sugar; but the
Sf‘cxot{uy for Mines the other day made a
most dastardly attack on the contract made
with DMr. Sleigh for precisely the same
reasons and with the same intentions. There
is no attempt to show that the sugar sold
overseas represents a profit to somebOflv of
the diﬁ'(‘rox*co Dhetween the local price and
the world’s parity; but there is an attempt
made to show—it is sinisterly stated—that
a master mind was at_work in order to give
Mr. Sleigh a tremendous profit—the differ-
cnee bel\wen what is praetically a duomping
priee, and a local price. The statement was
also made--

“The recent announcement that the
tariff preference on f{oodstuffs imported
into Great Britain may be discontinued
by the Imperial Government is having
the attention of my Government.”

Frervbody knows that the State Government
had nothing to do with the matter, and can
have no more effect on it than the smallest
boy in the State scheols in  Queensland.
Similarly they congratulate the country on
this—

“ Cowmodity marketing boards are
now excreising comsiderable influence
upon the agricultural wellbeing of the
State.”

Fvergbody knows that they were cstablished
by the Labour Party in the tecth of the
opposition of hon. members opposite.

Mr. Poirock: Fear, hear! The hon.
member for Warwick said it was rank
Soctalism.

My, BEDFORD : It also says—

Jhe decision of the Government to
veopen the Chillagoe smelters for customs
ore only 11(.,1 already led to a mining
revival in North Queensland.’

Clhillazoe was finished in 1839, when I lost
ihe last bit of money I ever put into it
and [ had to work dive or six years vory
hard to make up the loz Chillagoe is a
political mine in Queensland ; but you cannot
leep a =molter running on politics. As a
jeatier of focl, we would pmbdblv have won
ccat if the late Government had decided

that
to recpen Chillagoe; but, after having given
it all the trials it was Worth—f@nd pwb ably

more than it wes worth-—it was decided that
it would be a dead loss o open it again.

While on the ruestion of Chidagoe, a
<tatensent has been madc here to the effect
that T asked a * loaded ” question the other
day. That was in response to a letter from
the North telling me that the State butcher
slops had been recently sold, and asking
me to inquire into the condition of sale.

Now, if that butcher shop was sold for
£50 by the late Government when it was
the intention not to reopen the smelte
it was probably sold for about what it was
worth,  Mv question was directed to ascer-
taining whether any appreciation of that
price had been made in view of the present
(:m‘mhment s intention to reopen the smelt-
ers, It cen be said that there are no true
fissure lodes at Chillagoe. The ore occur-
venees  there are carbon cave deposits in
limestone, and the ore supplies could never
he depended on. The whole history of Chil-
lngoe from the beginning until now has been

Mr. Bedford.}
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that., It is too great a price to pay for
the return of the present Secretary for
Mines to Parliament that the country should
again begin to waste money on what is a
“dud,” and will ever remain so.

The hon. member for Gympie, in the
course of his speech, said that labour condi-
tions caused the closing down of Gymple.
Now, that is utterly untrue. It is apparent
to anybody that gold and other ores—base
metal ores included—do not grow every

season, Wiat is extracted cannot be put
back, and Gympie failed because it did
not have any more ore.

A GovernMENT MEMBER: How do you
know?

Mr. BEDFORD: We know that is so.

We have the dicta of geologists. We have
the fact that, when prices of material—
dynamite, and so on—were lower than they
are now, and when the price of gold was
still at the same standardised price, mining
was dropped becausc the chutes had become
too short and too narrow and the country
too hard, and there was too little metal in
the stone to pay.
Mr. Joxes: So it is all over Australia.

Mr. BEDFORD: It has occurred all over
Australia. It is well known to all mining
men that, if you take a ruler and rule a
line across the continent above the latitude
of Charters Towers, you will find that north
of that line, in the Northern Territory and
Western Australia as well as in Queensland,
the chutes arc short.  In the Northewrn Terri-
tory gold goes out at 500 feet, and returns
deeper in impoverished quality. Iut if any
Government were responsible for the closing
down of one of the rich fields of Queens-
land, it was the Denham Government, and
the field was Charters Towers, When the
Denbham Government were in power, the
late Hon. B. D. Miles and other representa-
tives of mining in that centre came to the
Government and asked for assistance, pound
for pound, for the purposc of sinking a deep
shaft to test the lower ground, and they
were refused, with the result that Charters
Towers closed down, although thcre is still
gold there.

Mr. WELLINGTON : They
chance.

Mr. BEDFORD : They
chance, His Excellency
also made to say—

“ My advisers take a most serious view
of the present condition of Queensland
industries #nd are of opinion that con-
ciliation methods in industry afford the
most hopeful outlook for the future.”

That is, round-table conferences, where the
b}ig fellow kicks the little fellow on the
SINS I —

‘““ A Conciliation and Arbitration Bill
will be introduced which will be designed
to give the widest possible scopa for
the peaceful settloment of Industrial dis-
putes, with recourse to the Arbitration
Court only as a last resort.”

We know what sort of a thing that will
be—something like what hon. members oppo-
site passed when they were in power before,

did not give it a

did hot give it a
the Governor is

hecause, if they are guilty of attempting

to kill the arbitration trec—the Attorney-
General said the other night that it was
intended to ringbark it—it will be the end
of a method which has brought more peace
to industry than any other method which
has been devised in the world.

[Myr. Bedford.
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A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : Your people have
¢ white-anted 7 it.

Mr. BEDFORD: I am sure that, if this
attempt that is being made to destroy arbi-
tration in the Iederal spherc cuts the arbi-

tration tree down, it will cut the Bruce
Government down, and will also consign
that Government to the fires which it so

richly deserves.

The Attorney-General the other night, in
a speech which reeked of the hustings, with-
out giving us anything new—

The ArToRNEY-GENERAL: Like your own.

Mr. BEDFORD: I did not talk like this
before the election. The Attorney-General,
in a speech which gave us nothing of that

deliberation  which should belong to this
Ijouse, made the wild statement that he
knew that no member of Parliamant, on

this side or that, believed in his heart in
Socialism or its possibility.

[6 pm.j

That does not sound like a lawyer mind,
because a lawyer requires evidence. It is
more the statement of an advocate with
ethics modified or extended by the brief.
W. 8. Gilbert, himself a barrister, satirised
this cheap advocate habit of mind in
“ Tolanthe ” : —

“When I went to the bar as a very
young man,
Said I to myself, said I,
Tl work on a new and original
Said I.to myself, said I.
T’'ll never assume that a
thief
Is a gentleman worthy implicit belief.
Because his attorney has sent me a
brief,
Said T to myself, caid I

‘In all the professions in which men
angage,
Said T to myself, said I,
The army, the church, the press, and
the stage,
Said I to myself said 1.
Professional license, if carried too far,
Your chance of promotion will cer-
teinly mar:
And 1 think this rule might apply to
the bar,
Said I to myself, said 1.”

In the business of politics, this denying of
sinceritr to individuals, these statements that
any man can know what are the secret
thoughts of ancther, are so cheap that it
is unworthy of anybody who sits In a
deliberative assembly.  Evervbody knows.
that even as the heart knows its own bitter-

plan,

rogue or a

ness, that every man knows his own
thoughts, and only he knows his secret
thoughts. Tt might #s well be said, that,

because Christianity has more professors
than practisers, there iz no such thing a3
Christianity in the minds of men, and
Soclalism 15, after all, an ideal in practice of
the profession of Christianitv. Speaking to
an ex-banker the other dav—a man with a
very fine nind in a material sense—he said
that he believed Socialism to be impossible
by reason of the general selfishness of human
nature. To that I said, * Christianity has
not yet failed, becausc nobody has ever
tried it. A few bright, shining epirits have
tried it, and made the world better for
their presence: and it is just as logical
to express the ideal of Christianity as
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tmpossible as to say that Socialisin s impos-
sible in itself.”” Naturally, being a banker,
material things were put into him, sunk
into him, and impressed upon him for the
reason that I have never known a banker
to lend money for God’s sake; he lends it
on excellent security or not at all. Having
said that SBocialism was impossible, I asked
if he thought the realisation of the Christian
ideal was impossible, and he said., “ Yes.”
I then asked if it would not be more honest
to scrap all the churches, to which he agreed,
but added that it would not do to say so
publicly. Every man knows that, although
the world still has a lot of crucl, perverted,
and violent people in it, still it tends to
grow increasingly better and better. It
would be utterly impossible for any com-
munity to remain decent if it did not have
some ideal, and the Christian ideal we figure
is represented in government by the
socialistic ideal.

The Attorney- \)’f‘ll“rul interjected just now
* Owning property.” Supposing thore was
such a thing as a return to that age when
cverybody went naked because man, accord-
ing to Holy Writ, was made perfect, and he
went outside without clothes, he would get
twelve months in prison for being perfect.
Supposing, then, that the ideal of the age was
nakedness, he would advise me to take off
my clothes in order to reach that ideal imme-
diately, although I would display a much
worse figure than when dressed. I have
been a member of this Labouwr Party for
thirty-five ycars by absolute belief in its
tencts, and, although I have made and lost
three or four fortunes in that time, T did
not alter my belief like a chameleon just
because my environment had changed. Sup-
posing we take this to its logiral conclusion.
The worst man, the most selfish man, would
then be the man with the most money. e
is not always either; the best man would
be the fellow with one sock; and the best
democrat would be the fellow who only had
a “ Prince Albert.”” The thing is ridiculous.
Any man who believes that a mere change
of circumstances affects a man’s fundamental
beliefs proves himself thereby to be a very
small man indeed. When they say that
Socialism is impossible in practice they
have forgotten that the Commonwealth Bank
was established in 1912 without a penny:
that it showed £16,000 of a loss in the first
vear after its establishment, and that in
1927 it possessed assets of £145,000,000. That
bank raised £324,000.000 of loans—unfortu-
nately, for war and not for development—dur-
ing the war time, and since the war time has
redecmed £61,000.000 of that amount. Is
this failure? If they thoroughly believed in
wiping out all forms of Socialism, why
did they not dare to wipe out the State
Insurance Office? Because they want the
money—that is why. In the case of man;
State enterprises both in the Clommonwealth
and here, immediate bool kkeeping  profits
were not shown. I have only to point to the
raising of freights, cunningly held back until
after the last Federal clections, to the fact
that, as soon as the Commonwealth line of
steamers was sold overscas freights were
raised; and that here in Br1=bano as soon
as the State butcher shops were sold. the
price of meat was raised. The price of meat
has increased in Brisbane. The position.
then. is this: Nobody supposes that Socialism
would wipe out the competitive spirit in man.
Man is a competitive animal, and will always
compete; but, whereas the thinkers of the
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community do mnot trouble the community
because they govern themselves and are above
law, even if they never break it, the real j 1
of Socialism is to take over all the misfits
and wrecks of the old system—the invalids,
the idiots, the lunatics, the violent, and the
criminally-minded people. Nobody supposss
that any ideal State would naturally con-
sider them as much as it did its better class
—its better-minded people. It would mean
that they should be strengthened by as much
social science as could be brought to bear
on the question, or that they should be
eliminated as soon as possible.

The greatest administrative act of tho
Govemmont since its geographical Ministry
was formed is the discovery by the %e(’rgtary
for Public Instruction that a necesvary part

of the education of children should  be
‘politics, because, no meatter how we say it
or what we think about it, monarchical

systems and Imperialism are political forces
ond nothing else—political entities whizh

will disappear just as soon as the majority
of the people make up their minds that they

shall. We do object, and rightly so, to the
Communists running Sunday schools aud
teaching children the gospel of * Nark 7’—a

gospel of envy and hatred of other people.
We strongly object to that. Simiarly we
ohject to the minds of the children being
cluttered up with these other things which
muatter not at all, because by the time these
children have grown up, ready to take their
place in the world, probably the whole
political face of the earth will be altered.
In point of fact, if the Becretary for Public
Instruction would use all the rescurces of
his department to educate himself on his
duty to the country as a Miuister, we snould
be getting somewhere. For 1nstanc‘ if vou
want to teach these children polmc» st all,
vou must teach them Australian politics;
that, whereas we give ill-advised preferential
duties to Britain, amounting to £8.000,000
per annum, which succeed in sending
German goods out here with a coat of
paint put on and packed in Britain, mas-
querading as British goods, they give us
£800,000 a vear, and are now about to with-
draw it. Theve is no objection to the Britizh
Government doing what it pleases with its
own money. If 1t decides that that litti
izland—which, owing to bad land laws, has
never attempwd to_produce sufficient for its
own requirements—is gomr* to have free trade
for the breakfast table, then that is their
business; but it is our ‘business to see that
they get nothing from us for which they do
not pay. As a matter of fact, the only time
that such a thing as Imperial equality exists
is when there is a war on and we are asked
to find the best soldiers in the world.
Similarly, too, a lot of this imperialistic
propaganda has the worst possible resuit in
Australia, becanse it includes enti-American
propaganda. Why? Simply out of au
inferiority  complex, which says, ‘¢ These
people are better than we are; therefore,
we  hate  them.” The United States
of America—with 6 per cent. of the
world’s population and 7 per cent. of the
world’s cultivable land-—produces 27 por cent.
of the world’s wheat, 40 per cent. of the
world’s meat, 85 per cent. of the world’s
automobiles, and 80 per cent. of the world’s
moving pictures; and it has not done that
by propaganda which has permitted them to
put over inferior goods. The goods go over
because they are better. I am not here as a
protagonist for America. I would like to
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sce the Federal Government-—as will be done
when the Labour Government is in power
very soon in the Federal arena—(Government

laughter). That is a dead certainty.
Mr. Cravion: The certainty is ‘‘ dead”
all right!

Mr. BEDFORD: I was only using slang
which the hon. member might understand.
The position, then, in regard to the Federal
arena is that, whenever a Labour Govern-
ment gets into power, it will decide that this
£36,000,000 of a trade balance now in favour
of America shall be wiped out by reciprocal
treaties with other countries that produce
such products of America as wec want and
must have.

Mr. Durry : What countries are those?

Mr. BEDFORD: Well, Italy produces
motor cars. Any country with cheap power
cen  produce motor cars cheaply. Anv

couniry that can give us £1 for £1 is the
country that we should deal with. The
British, in wiping out the little existing
preference to Australian products, ave per-
fectly right in doing what they like in their
own house; but, owing to a lot of these loud-
mouthed Imperialists or anti-Australians, we
are not permitted to do what we like in our
own house. That is the objection.

It was believed—I helicve it to be true,
too—that, if Mr. Bernard Corser had still
been a member of this House, he would have
been in the Government. He was noisy
enough to entitle him to be. The Deputy
Leader was included, apparently because he
is fond of flag-flapping.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER: It is a pity you
do not do a little more flag-flapping.

Mr. BEDFORD: I am too busy. A man
who is idle and can spend his time flag-
flapping should keep on flag-flapping. Deal-
ing with the general personnel of the
Ministry, we were treated to an exhibition
the other day bv a Minister new fo the
House and new to politics, who decided that
¢ Rafferty rules” should prevail here—that
he could quote just as much of a State docu-
ment ss suited him. When he hax beon
here a little longer, he will probabiv learn
that there is nothing worse than consciously
nisleading the Xouse; and probably his
party will learn that, had he heen over
here, his resignation would have been asked
for within twenty-four hours. ({iovernment
laughter.)

A GovERNMENT MEMBER: Do rou want his
job?

Mr. BEDFORD: As a matter of fact I
do not want any job.

The SECRETARY FOR DPUBLIC INSTRUCIION:
Did the hon. member say that the Sccre-
tary for Mines consciously misled the House?

Mr. BEDFORD: Yes.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan): I
rise to a point of order. Is the hon. member
in order in saying that the Sccrctary for
Mines had consciously misled the House?

The SPEAKER: If the hon. member
made use of the expression which the Deputy
Leader of the Government says he did, then
the houn. member must withdrasy.

Mr. BEDFORD : Certainly I withdraw.

Now with respect to the promise with
regard to the unemployed. It s remarkable
than on 12th or 13th May the newspapers
suddenly discovered that there was no uncm-
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ployment, or not suflicient unemployment to
get into the newspapers, at any rate. It
will be remembered that in the bad old days
sectarianism played its full part, and that
either unemployment or sectarianism was
used. Sir Henry Parkes was a great believer
in sectarianism until it hit the other way.
When Premier of New South Wales, he
invented a thing called the Kiama Ghost.
It was a conspiracy at Kiama to cut all
the Orangemen’s throats, and the rank and
file of the traducers even went so far as to
go to the man who was sweeping the streets
and tell him that, if he did not vote for the
Parkes’s party, the Pope would come out
from Rome and get the job, and a few
curdinals would probably get killed in the
crush. I am in a position to sar, having
met His Holiness Pius X. on friendly terms,
that I do not believe he was after any other
job than the one he had, but immecdiately
the clection was over, the Kiama rabble
miraculously disappeared, and all the clerics
concerned  went  back to Rome broken-
hearted beecause they could not get the
sweeper’s job in Sydney.

Similarly, at the last Federal election the
party opposite used Communism. That, of
course, 1is reserved for Federal purposes.
But. if there is any force which is not only
unconnected with Communism and any force
which is the only possible force to keep in
order these wild gospellers of ¢ Nark”—those
envious people who can do nothing, but only
want to make confusion and so profit by ir
—it is the Labour Party. I recently had a
libel action with a newspaper at Charleville
—an alleged newspaper. The other day.
through having improperly joined the
“Western Sun ” Newspaper Company, which
was then not qualified to be a defendant
owing to some technicality, I had to pav the
costs separable from the other two of the
failure of that prosccution. In that bill of
costs thiz illuminating itera occurred frony
the other parts’s solicitor, ““To attending on
Mr. G. W. Rymer, writer of the artiele,
and obtaining from him certain particulars.”
If the statements made in the article
were as true as the jury thought, then I
think the money was wasted and. as I had
to pay it, I felt it very keenly. (Loughter.)
The 1dea of paying the defendant’s solicitor
to have an intervicw with the writer is about
ths last thing I want to pay for in the world.

Here is this Communist continually attack-
ing this party, and trying to ‘‘ white-ant”’
it by writing in an anti-Labour newspaper
in Charleville in an atfernpt to defeat the
Labour Party. Does not this dispose of
any attempted connection by the other side
of the Communists with us? As a matter of
fact, who paid the three Communists who

went about through the Townsville eam-
paign—the Communists who lost their
deposits ?

The ArrorNEy-GEXERAL: You have not

much to growl at in regard to vour law
suit. You got costs.

Mr. BEDFORD: Of course I
jury said I deserved them.

The hon, member for Bulimba spoke in
a very excellent debating society speech, full
of all the wilderncsses, mirages, and
morasses—a good specch, topographical and
meteorological, but scarcely political. (Laugh-
ter.) She spoke of these morasses and crags
and mountains, and other features of the
scenery, and incidentally mentioned the fact
that she was the first lady member of this

did! The
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Chamber, but had not cntered here in any
spirit of sex war. In general terms it is only
right to remind the lady, with all respect,
that all the cmancipation that women
have, they are not quite emancipated yet,
and what emancipation they enjoy has been
given them by mere man. There are pleaty
of homes where they are over-worked, and
plenty of homes where they over-work the old
man, too. (Laughter.) I am speaking of the
fact that plenty of lazy ladies do nothing but
take the money from the bread-winner, and
have not very much of an opinion of him
cither. But there is also the fact to be
remembered that the very party which passed
women’s suffrage, which made it possible
for her to come here, is on this side of the
Chamber; and it is ungrateful, to say the
least of it, for her to be supporting the
party opposite, who in the past did their best
to prevent her coming here.

The TREASURER: I say that is not correct.

Mr. BEDFORD : The hon. gentleman says,
“J1 say that; and I say this;”” and then
he says it again, and nobody believes a word
of it. (Laughter.) There is no way to
approach the problem which confronts us
by deciding that the state of society, the
immediate condition of the people who most
want assistance, can be affected by pious
aspiration, There is much in the belief that
most of us hold, I think, on reflection, that
the world does not want the change of
heart that the sob ‘“sister”’ of the Govern-
ment cried for the other day. It wants a
better way and a more solid way of think-
ing. For instance, the Minister for Labour
and Industry said that Australia “ needs a
change of heart in many directions.” Well,
if it gets a change of heart in many direc-
tions it might get mitral regurgitation,
cardiac asthma, angina pectoris, aneurism,
and hypertrophy, all at once. (Laughter.)

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders. I should like
to point out to hon. members that, although
the hon. member for Brisbane was quite in
order in using this placard (referring to an
election cartoon which had been displaved
on the front Opposition bench) during his
speech, I do not intend to allow 1t to
remain in the place in which he put it
during the remainder of the debate. I
therefore direct the messengers to remove it.

Mr. DUFFY (Fackam): Before 1 join
in the debate on the Address in Reply.
which has now continued for a number of
days, T would like to join many other mem-
bers in congratulating you, Mr. Speaker.
on your appointment to your responsible
position. I am sure you will fill the position
worthily, not only by reason of your ability
and fairness, but also because you were the
only man at whom the Leader of the Opposi-
tion threw a bouquet. I also congratu-
late the hon. member for Bulimba
and the hon. member for Cook upoa the
maiden speeches which they made under
the trying conditions which confront new
members. I think 1t will be admitted thet
it is an ordeal to make onc’s first speech
in this Assembly. am feeling excited
wmyself, and I feel sure that they must have
felt anything but comfortable also.

I do not intend to trespass on the paticnce
or forbearance of hon. members by travers-
ing all the opinions that have been
expressed, but I would like to touch upon
a few of the vital matters which affect
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Quecnsland at the present time, and I feel
sure that in doing so I shall have the
sympathy of all hon. members who have the
interests of the State at heart. I am not
one of those members who claim that no
good can come out of Egypt. I do not say
for one minute that all the legislation the
Opposition have given us during the past
fourteen years has been harmful to Queens-
land. We admit that some of it has been
useful. and worthy of them or any other
Government, but the view I take of the.
position is that the bad legislation and the
still worse administration they gave us have
far outweighed their good legislation. In
fact, I claimed before the election that,
during the last few years, at any rate, their
position reminded one of a drunken sailor
on horseback-—that is as near a description
as I could suggest.

Hon. members on this side have been
criticised very much for having suspended
the rural workers’ award. That is a matter
which affects the whole of Queensland, but
it must be remembered that we declared
before the election that, if returned to power,
we would suspend it. Surely, thercfore, we
were cntitled to do so! It bhas been claimed
bx hon. members opposite that the wages
under that award were low, and that any
farmer could afford to pay them. Speaking
of the Atherton Tableland, which is a maize-
growing district and was affected by the
award, I can say that a large number of
men were carrying their swags through that
district looking for work: but immediately
the award was suspended I think they all

found it. I understand that figures will
shortly be available to sub-
[6.30 p.m.] stantiate my remarks. The
farmers were mnot so much

concerned with the question of wages as
they were with the interference and pin-
pricking conditions imposed by union
organisers,

Mr. Hywes: You have done pretty wel
under those conditions since you went to
North Queensland.

Mr. DUFFY: 1 heard the hon. member
for Townsville in this Chamber make the
silliest suggestion that I have ever heard
in my life—that the workers should produce
less. Can you imagine anyone producing
less than the hon. member?

Mr. Hyxes: Your statement is a lie.

Mr. DUFFY: I heard the hon. memher
make the statement. There was to be the
greatest gathering ever held on the Atherton
Tableland in connection with the rural
workers’ award on the day ‘following its
suspension. Kver since the establishment of
the maizegrowing industry in that area, the
picking conditions always provided for the
placing of the m=aize in bags delivered in
the barn; but, because the Board of Trade
omitted to provide for delivery to the barmns,
the union organisers and their extreme sup-
porters immediately attempted to create
trouble, and arranged for a conference
on the Tableland to dispute the contention
of the farmers. They anticipated that they
would reap a huge harvest, but their action
was nipped in the bud by the suspension
of the award.

Mr. Dasm: Is there not an agrcement in
operation in that district?

Mr. DUFFY: It was sanctioned by the
Board of Trade. The farmers did not object
to the rate of wages; but they did strenuously

Mr. Duffy.]
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object to wunion interference. There was
another difficulty, in that the farmers were
" compelled to supply any deficiency in wages
that could not be earned by temporary
employecs. The farmers had no idea as to
the efficiency or otherwise of the workers.
Thesy were quite willing to pay the piece-
work rate, and permit the workers to earn
as much as they liked: but they weve not
preparad to engage workers on the piece-
work system and supplement any defliciency
in wages. I know that hon. members oppo-
" site do not believe that a minimum wage
should be paid regardless of the services
rendered. I have here a report which dis-
closes the tragic state of affairs that can be
created by union organisers, and refers to
Mungana. DMr. O’'Keefe, the late member
for Chillagoe, when speaking at Herberton
on 24th April last, is reported in the
Herberton ““ Times” of that day, to have
said—

“Mr. (’Keefe drew a sharp compari-
son between the contrach system and day-
labour as applied to the working of the

fungana mines. Under the contract
system, said Mr. (PKecefe, it costs only
17s. 6d. per tom in production, whereas
the production by day labour was
£2 19s. 6d. per ton.”

Those remarks were made by one of the
members of the late Government just a few
months ago. There is an admission by the
ex-Labour member for Chillagoe that the
mining rate at Mungana incrcased from
17s. 6d. per ton under contract to £2 19s. 6d.
per ton under day lsbour. But he said a
few more things which bear out what I aid
just now in regard to the suspension of the
rural award. He continued—

“ The Australian Workers’ Union were
responsible for the discontinuation of the
contract system at Mungana, while the
Government had to keep Chillagoe open
under such disability and, in addition an
obsolete plant. Is it any wonder that
Chillagoe is not working to-day?”

Our party believes in payment by results
as far as poseible.  Of course, we know
that that system cannot be applied in =il
cases.  Why should a man who is capable
of doing so not earn a good deal more than
a minimum wage as set down by the Board
of Trade and Arbitration? He should not
be denied that opportanity. )

A matter which was also brought up on
the flocr of this House. and was referred
to myself in the course of the clection cam-
paign, is the Babinda State hotel. T
cxpressed myself very plainly on this matter
in my speech at Pabinda. I there said that
our party, if returned, proposed to dispose
of the whole of the State enterprises with
the exception of the State Insurance Office
and the railway refreshment-rooms. Flen.
members opposite need not be afraid. then,
in regard to those two enterprises. When L
was asked what would happen to the Babinda
hotel, T said that it would be disposed of
in slue course, together with the other cutes-
prises. . That policy is being carried out.

Mr, Hyxeg: You will have some oxplana-
tion to make to the farmers connected with
the Babinda mill.

Mr. DUFFY: They know that the policy

of this Government is to dispose of the
Babinda hotel; and I hope that by the time
she next olection occurs there will be half a
dozen more hotels in that district. - That is
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what the people are looking for. Whilst I
am_ speaking on this question, it is only
right that I should contradict a few rewarks
that have recently bsen made concerzirg the
Babinda hotel. The management of t{hat
hotel is a credit to the manager and his wife.
Hvery resident in the district is particalarly
pleased with their business ability. I have
had the pleasure of staying at the hotel on
a few occasions recently, and, without fear
of contradiction, I can state that it is cqual
to any hotel in Brisbane. My desire 1s to
remove any wrong impression in that divee-
tion.

There are other matters to which I hope
the Government will give early attention—
I believe they are on the job now—one of
which is the land question. For many years
the ambition of our settlers in Queensland
has been stifled. I quite admit that the late
Government had no experience of the per-
petual leasehold system of tenure of which
they were so fond; and I also admit that,
if "hon. members opposite were closely
scrutinised, it would be discovered that they
personally favour the frechold svstem of
tenure. We also find that Mr. C. J. Ryan.
the late member for Eacham, and the late
Premicr, Mr. McCermack, joined a company
that purchased a large freehold estate n
the North, subdivided 1t, and are now selling
it under frechold tenure svstem. I do not
blame them for that. If a man shows enter-
prise and vision, he should not be stifled;
but it is much to their discredit to advocate
cne system of land tenure when dealing with
the government of the peopls, and, at the
same time, in their private transactions, teo
upheld the freechold system of land terurc.

Mr. KerLso: It is hypocrisy.

Mr. DUFFY : The great cry of the Oppo-
sition has been that the State should have
the uncarned increment cn land. Our party
however maintain that there is no unearned
increment on land; that it is all coliectively
earned, and that the people who are pre-
pared to improve that land should share in
that increased value. Surely these people
who go out into the country and put up
with hardships that many people in the town
would never dream of are worthy of more
encouragement than they have rececived in
the past? Surcly they are worthy of some-
thing better than a lease which provides for
a reappraisement of rent every fifteen years?
One hon. member opposite said that.our
forefathers got inte trouble in Ireland over
leaschold. T understand that our forefathers
left Ireland to get away from lesaschold, but
surely not to come to it out herc. (Laughter.}
Tn any case, as I understand the tales told
by our grandfathers, bad as the landlords
were in Ireland, they only demanded high
rentals. or whatever rentals they could get,
from their tenants; they left it at that.
Here, however, the Qucensland Government,
not satisfied with extracting as high a rental
as possible, valued the land in excess of
its truc value—a fact which has been borne

out recently by the action of the Land
Administration Board in reducing rentals,

Further, the Queensland Government imnposed
all sorts of little irksome conditions and
pin-pricking restrictions on the people when
they did get them on the land—and, if any
of these poople made a living after that, the
Government caught them per medium of the
income tax. (Laughter.)

Mr. Maner: There are traps everywhere.
(Renewed laughter.)
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Mr. DUFFY: They must certainly be a
hardy lot of people to stand that sort of
thing ; but, if they could stand it, then the
Government imposed-a few more burdens in
the shape of hospital taxes, infectious diseases
taxes, and main roads taxes, notwithstanding
the fact that the main roads are used by all.
There was a suggestion that another one
might be imposed—a water tax—but the
outcry was so insistent that the Government
decided to suspend that impost. It is quite
on the cards that, had the present Opposi-
tion been returned to power, we might have
had a little Bill brought in to provide for
the payment of a tax of a penny in the £1 to
cover Iministerial expenses. (Government
laughter.)

If there is one day on which the whole of
the rural population of Queensland should
go into mourning, it is the anniversary of
the day on which the present member for
Cairns was appointed Secretary for Public
Lands in a Labour Government, because
from that day the man on the land was
subject to conditions which he had never
previcusly known, The hon. gentleman
had a vision of thousands of little farms all
over Queensland, looking down to the * big
boss farmer” in Brishane. (Laughter.) His
vision was that Queensland should be covered
with these little pocket-handkerchief farms,
and that, if any of the farmers had a sétback,
they would come to him in Brisbane for
assistance, and would receive it if they sup-
ported his party. I have reason for thinking
that, because, when, during the last cam-
paign, my opponent at Kacham was asked
about main roads he said, “It all depends
on the amount of support that you give me
in this campaign how many main roads
Eacham is going to get after this.”’

Mr. McCormack also decided on the policy
of “one man one farm’ in Queensland. It
did not matter to him how large a family
the man had, what finance he had, or what
ability he had. That counted for nothing
with the hon. member. A sottler could not
even lease a little paddock without waiting
until the big boss farmer down here in
Brisbane said he could lease it. He might
only want it for & month, and, by the time
approval was granted, it would be too late.
The Sceretary for Public Lands had to give
his_decision in all cases, and even to-day
serious delays take place. This is so in con-
nection wtih the transfer of a sugar farm in
my electorate to a buyer who has no other
land. The transfer was completed and
lodged and everything in order in October,
1927, and it is not through yet.

Mr. Pessi: What have you been doing?

Mr. DUFFY: That is what I am afraid
to answer when I go back. I only heard of
it yesterday, and I hope. that long before
I go back I shall be able to say that every-
thing is all right:

Settlers who pioneer land distant from a
railway station always look forward to a
reward when they sell out to come back to
town. But, under the tenure that has been
granted, when the settler comes to sell, the
selection has no value because of the taxes
and other payments that have to be met.
Hven if the selection is sufficiently improved
to create a value for the improvements, if
the owner desired to dispose of them, the
late Secretary for Public Xands always
refused to transfer if the buyer had eny
other land, I hope the present Government
will soon remedy that matter. Up to 1924,
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the TLand Act laid down the area a man
could hold in any district, and there was no
trouble in regard to a transfer. So socon
a3 a transfer was in order and sent im, it
was completed ; but that is not so to-day., To
show what was in the late Minister’s mind
when he comnienced to administer the Land
Act, let me quote a couple of provisions
which appeared in the Palmerston Land
Settlement Bill of 1923. Clause 6 (7) reads—
“ The Minister may require a selector,
within a time to be fixed by the Minis-
ter, to clear and plant with artificial
grass or grasses an area not exceeding
50 acres of his selection, to be located
and defined by the Minister.”

Te, was going to tell them where they must
plant it. Then clause 9 reads—

“ The Minister may require any selec-
tor to supply a factory established by the
Minister with primary products or stock
for treatment by such factory at such time
and in such quantities and numbers as
the Minister may deem desirable.”

After reading that therc i no- question
as to what the Secretary for Public Lands
thought at that time of land settlement,
and what he would have liked to do. That
is what he would have liked to see, but,
fortunately for the people of Queensland,
the Pahnerston land settlement scheme is
still as it was at that time; the Government
did not go on with it, and under those
conditions it was just as well they did not.
I hope that the present Government will
push on with the Palmerston land settle-
ment scheme, and open many other big areas
which are necessary for the State, and that
they will open up land in sufficient areas
to enable settlers to make more than a
living in an average season, If settlers
make a bare living in an average season,
it will only lead them into trouble later
on, because everyone connected with land
settlement knows that there will be a set-
back when bad seasons come. It should
be the aim of the Secretary for Public
Lands to see that adequate areas are pro-
vided, which will enable a settler to make
more than a living during an average season.
and also be something for him to hand down
to his children afterwards. He should be
given a freehold title.

GOVERNMENT MEVBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. DUFFY: I would also like to refer
to the timber question in the far North—
the position may have been as bad down
here as it is there. I am gpeaking of the
forestry administration under the late Go-
vernment. The method in the past has been
to squeeze everyone connected with the
industry, so as to get cvery penny possible
out of it and not put any money back again.
Everyone who has had any dealings with
the Forestry Department has been put
through the same process for the last seven
or eight years, and I believe that the late
Premier quite agreed with that policy.
I do not think there is any Government
department in Queensland that has earned
more contempt and ridicule and is more
distrusted than the Forestry Department.
and there must be a reason for it. Hvery-
one is looked upon as a parasite, and, accord-
ing to them, should not be in the business ab
all. Nothing escapes its greedy eye when
it comes to look for more revenue. I would
remind the hon. member for Townsville that
there is no award for bush workers in the
timber industry in North Queensland. The

Mr. Duffy.]
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best wages in the North are being paid to
the whole of these workers without an award.
These hardy and self-reliant men work on a
piccework basis; they believe in doing hard
work and getting well paid for it. We never
near of any of them coming to the Govern-
ment for assistance. Without an award they
are able to make very good wages except
when they are working for the Queensland
Forestry Department. During the last four
or five years the Forestry Department has
adopted a scientific method of reducing
wages and costs by, if possible, reducing
the cost of marketing timber from 25 per
cent. to 50 per cent.—that is between timber-
-getters, haulers, and loaders. From then
on there is no reduction. This policy is
wrong. The only place where sweating has
taken place in the timber industry in North
Queensland is in connection with the Fores-
try Department.

It has commenced a system of calling
tenders for the work, and, by keeping the
teamsters short of work, they get semi-
starvation prices. These it does not accept
in most cases; but the Forestry Department
officers interview the tenderers, and, if they
reduce their prices to starvation level, ther
give them the contracts. The work done in
North Queensland is at ridiculous prices, and
that is the result of the policy of the late
Labour Government, who were supposed to
stand for good wages. We heard one hon.
member on the floor of this House almost
crying in his plea for the workers, and
appealing for good conditions, in spite of the
fact that these are the conditions that they
have imposed in my district for years past.

An OrpposiTioNn MEemBER: What about the
forestry agreement in North Queensland?

Mr. DUFFY: There is no forestry agree-
ment in North Queensland. There is no
need for the system of rationing timber that
the heads of the department have adopted.
They should fix the price—as they do—at a
reasonable market rate, and supply the mar-
kets of Quecnsland and of Australia. That
is their job. We were recently successful
in having an extra 4s, per 100 superficial feet
added to the duty on timber imported into
Australia. One would naturally think that
there would, in consequence, be a great fall-
ing-off in the importation of timber, but
imported timbers are coming into Queensland
ports freely, whilst our timber 1s allowed
to rot in the bush. I would say to the
members of the Forestry Board that, if
they are not able to supply the local market
and keep out imported timbers, they are not
doing their job. That is one part of their
job, the other being—instead of theorising
in long journalistic phrases put before Par-
liament each year—to carry on a vigorous
policy of reafforestation. It is admitted that
more cabinet timbers die——and, when they
die, they are useless in six or eight months
owing to borers and so on—than are removed
from the forests, yet the department officials
will tell you that they are doing their bit.
They are doing nothing. I say that we
should have a vigorous reafforestation policy,
and at least one-third of the revenue of the
department should be expended on that
object. In the past I think that an amount
asqual to 10 per cent, of their revenue has
been spent for this purpose, but that 10 per
cent. was charged up to posterity; it was
taken out of loan money and not out of
revenue, which I think is a disgraceful state
of affairs. I claim that we would make far
mere work for sawmillers and timber-workers

P, Duffy.
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in North Qucensland if the Forestry Depart-
ment would act on the principle that we
want to keep the mills working in North
Queensland, and if they endeavoured to have
all the timber sawn there.

[7 p.m.]

For quite a long time I have advocated
in North Queensland that the timber should
b broken down by our own workers in our
own sawmills. I have been informed that
any legislative action to give effect to thosc
ideas would constitute a breach of Federal
laws; but I have pointed out a very simple
way of overcoming the difficuity. I am not
advocating a further extension of the system
of auction sales; but I suggest that, when
the timber is being sold at the upset price,
Melbourne and Sydney buyers should be
compelled to take a certain percentage of
building timber, and they would then find it
necessary to buy the sawn timber, and not
export cabinet woods in the log. In that
way the work of converting the logs into
sawn timber will be preserved for our own
employees. It is a matter of indifference to
the sawmillers what the price of logs may
be so long as there is a market for sawn
timber at a price which will allow of a fair
margin of profit. On my suggestion I can-
not in any way be accused of advocating
cheap log timber for sawmillers, because
sawn timber is based on the price paid for
the timber in the log. T have not very much
more time at my disposal, and I am, there-
fore, unable to deal at further length with
the timber question, but shall avail myself
of another opportunity later to deal with it.

I desire particularly to refer to the obliga-
tions imposed by the late Government on
the returned soldiers who have settled on
the land in Queensland, and in North
Queensland in particular. Those settlers
have cvery justification for demanding that
their grievances should receive immediate
attention. Having acted on the advice of
the experts of the department when con-
trolled by the Labour Government, these
men have been compelled to waste eight or
nine years of the best part of their lives
through no fault of their own. They are in
their present position because of the unsound
advice tendered to them by the department.
It matters not the source from which the
necessary funds are obtained; but they must
be obtained promptly in order that these
settlers shall have justice. I shall have more
to say on this subject also at a later stage.

Another matter that has exercised the
minds of the people of Queensland for quite
a time, and a matter that requires an
immediate remedy, is the system of provid-
ing for promotion based on seniority. The
present Government are of the firm opinion
that promotion should be based on merit,
and on merit alone. The Opposition allege
that they are of the opinion that it should
be based on seniority; hut, whilst that may
be their alleged belief, it is not carried out
in practice by them. If they had observed
that practice when appointing the leader of
their party, the honour should have becn
conferred upon the hon. member for Bunda-
berg, and some hon. member other than the
hon. member for Herbert would have keen
appointed deputy leader. However, they
did not act on the hasis of seniority, and [
leave it to hon. members to judge as to the
reason why. Promofion based on seniority
actually kills incentive in any person to
improve himself and better to cquip himself
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with knowledge to cenable him to advance
in that walk of life in which he is engaged.
I hope the present Government will take
carly steps to insist that at all times pro-
motion must be based on merit.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. ¥FRY (Huriipa): I wish to congratu-
late you, Mr. Speaker, on your sclection
by this House. 1 know of no member who
has ever sat in this Chamber who could fill
that high office with more dignity than
yourself. 1 was very pleased when you were
elected to the position by the unanimous
vote of the whole Chamber.

I also wish to congratulate the mover of
the Address in Reply, the hon. member for
Bulimba, and the seconder, the hon. member
for Cook, upon their very able first addresses.

This debate has taken up very many pages
of ‘“Hansard.” I do not intend to direct
my remarks over the great field which
politics cover; but I would be doing no more
than justice to the motion if I confined my
remarks to the question of unemployment.
‘The real issue is not what the Government
think of the Opposition, what the Labour
Party think of the Moore Government, or
what we, as a Government, think of the
unlamented Theodore-McCormack Govern-
ment; neither is the real issue the slough
of party politics or the mistakes of the
past. In my opinion, the issue before this
Parliament and before the Parliaments of
Australia is. whether the changes necessary
in our social and industrial organisations are
to be made by rash and reckless experi-
ments, or by carefully thought-out plans
and constitutional methods. We are living
in a great age. For 2,000 years change has
been going on—call it evolution or the
emancipation of the human race, whichever
you like. The world to-day differs radically
from what it was in bygone times. The
world at large outside this glorious Com-
monwealth has already awakened to the
potent fact that this is a progressive age in
which modern methods have revolutionised
production. The hoe has given place to
the tractor; the sickle and scythe have given
place to the reaper, binder, and harvester;
animal and steam power have given place
to oil and electrically driven machinery;
artisans and mechanies have been supplanted
by precision machinery; mass production has
taken the place of production on a smaller
scale, enabling one man in a few hours now
to do what would have taken many men
many hours to do in former days.

Mr. Corring: That ix so.

I You are getting
-on the right track at last.

. Mr. ¥RY: People’s conception of life
is being adjusted to the new environ-
ment. If read events and the times

aright, that is where we stand to-day. The
people are demanding an ever-increasing
share of the wonderful things that this new
civilisation has brought within the reach of
man, but they are unable to appreciate fully
the comparative valuecs of the factors of
production, distribution, and exchange.
Many have yet to learn that political
economy has shown that natural causes deter-
mine the division of wealth amongst the
different factors of industry-—land, labour,
managing skill, and capital necessary to

production. They fail to realise also that
these natural causes have changed but
1928—z
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slowlv. The circumstances in which we find
ourseives mark a stage in the progress of
the world., The mother country and the
sister Dominions have already awakened, and
have stepped out to the front rank of the
battle of progress, but Australia, and par-
ticularly Queensland—the infant nation of
the British Empire—is still slumbering in
the dream state.

Mr. Bruce: Well, wake up!

(Oppostticn
laughter.)

Mr. FRY : Yes, we shall require to wake
up if we are to face the difficult situation
in which we found ourselves on taking over
from the Labour Government, with a large
army of unemployed to be considered.
Queensland, with her wonderful potentialities,
has prospects much brighter than any other
country in the world. Nature has blessed us
beyond expression with a most beautiful
climate and sunshine sufficient to give birth
to, nurture, and mature every industry under
the sun known to man. But, notwithstand-
ing the magnificent generosity of nature,
Australia has the smallest population and the
largest percentage of unemployed of any
ngtion in the world.

When speaking a few days ago, I quoted
certain figures relating to unemployment,
which figures were challenged by hon. mem-
bers oppoesite. To substantiate my previous
remarks I now intend to quote an article
which appeared in the Rockhampton
* Morning Bulletin,” and was reprinted in
the “ Telegraph” of 20th April, 1920—

* “ (JUEENSLAND UNEMPLOYMENT.
“ A SIGNIFICANT ANALYSIS.

* According to the 1921 census,
42 per cent, of Queenstand’s
population are breadwinners.
The population of Queensland
in 1928 was 914,471, and 42
per cent. of this number is

* Of these breadwinners, 40 per

cent. work on  their own

account, assist without pay, or
are indefinitely described or
states]l,  Therefore deduct

384,078

¢ This shows the total number

of Queensland wage-earners

in 1928 to be ... .. 230,438

‘From this deduct the fol-

lowing : —

Inecapacitated returned
soldiers on pensions

Old age pensioners
(male) ..

Invalid
(male) .

Average daily number
of 1mmates in hos-
pitals and asylums,
of both sexes and all
ages

7,854

7,568
pensioners
. 3,459

6,048 24,960

This gives the total number
of wage-earners in Queensland
who, 1n 1928, werc available
for work

Of these there were in full-
time employment at the end
of June last (vide page 51,
‘A B C of Queensland Statis-
tics’) R

205,478

123,202
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*“The balance are those wage-
earners who had either only
part-time work or none at all.
Of these, the special unem-
ploymeat investigation (vide
page 51 of * A B C of Queens-
land Statisties’) found that
72,261 persons had part-time
employment only. The report
does not state the extent to
which these persons were em-
ployed, but allowing it to
have been half-time and
deduct 36,130

“This shows the number of
wage-cariing  breadwinners
for whom no work was avail-
able to have been 45,146

¢ Less than one in seven of Quesnsland’s
breadwinners were in full-time employ-
ment, and meore than one in four of
those were Government servants,”

These figures eolneide with the figures given

by the Secretary for Labour and Industry

in the Labour Government of 45,000 unem-
ployed and 69,000 partly unemployed. But
the question that we have to consider is—

What do these figures mean to this Legis-

lative Assembly, charged with the control of

the lives, comfort. and wellbeing of these

46,000 unemployed?

Mr, DasH: You are a long time relieving
unemployment.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: You were in
power fourteen ycars and did nothing.

Mr. PEssE: You made the promise.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FRY : I do not want to interrupt this
dialogue, This is what it means: In this
State of Queensland we have men and women
of splendid physique. full of radiant health,
and bubbling over with virility, who are
secking honest labour and are unable to
find it.

They are asking of this Government and
cvery Covernment—I say this Government
because we are in power, Party politics
must be swept aside if we are to deal with
this question. They are asking this Govern-
ment for the bread of life. What I want
to know is: Are we going to give them
the stones of indolence and poverty, or are
we going to put aside all our differences?
I speak to members of the Opposition as well
as to (Government members. Are we going
to sink our diversified opinions and forget
the mistakes of the past? I am of the
opinicn that we are dwelling too much on
the mistakes of the past instead of devoting
our time to the problems of the present.

~An OppOSITION MEMBER :
tion on your Government.

 Mr. FRY: How can there be any reflee-
tion on this Government when this condition
was brought about while the late Govern-
ment had control of the affairs of the State?
I appeal to hon. members opposite-—-and.
after all, there is nobody here who should
put on the penitent robe and try to help to
solve the unemployed problem more than
hon. members opposite.  Ther had fourteen
vears of office, and their policy went a long
way to create unempleyment. They were
opposed to private enterprise, and their
policy was to create socialisation of industry ;
and they imposed taxation which made it

[Mr. Fry.
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almost impossible to carry on industry. They
created disturbances in the industrial spherc
so as to make eflicient organisation impos-
sible.  With the disturbances going on, on
the one hand, and the Government imposing
taxation on the other, industry was crippled;
and the condition of things in Queensland
to-day is largely due to the administration
of the late Labour Governmeng.

Mr. PEaSE: You can alter it.

Mr. FRY: Of course we can alter it,
but it takes time. If there is an orchard
which is growing fruit, and a man comes
and cuts down the fruit trees, we shall have
to wait a considerable time before we can
get fruit again from those trees. It takes
time to recondition the State after being
ill-used in such a way by the Labour Party.

Mr. Kirwax: How do you account for the
position in the United States of America,
where there is no Labour Party?

Mr. FRY : I dealt with the hon, member’s-
figures with regard to the United States of
America in the last Parliament, and I
showed that they were entirely incorrect.
If I had time, I would turn up the figures
again, but I shall take the opportunity, if

‘time allows, later on in the session, and

quote them again for the benefit of the hon.
member. I am asking the members of the
Opposition if they will throw aside their
shibboleths and get to work and {ry to-
bring about better conditions which we all
wish to see. Hon. mewmbers opposite were
over here for a long time, and arc respon-
sible for the present conditions. The pre-
sent Government are getting to work, and
are endeavouring within a few weeks to
bring back prosperity to this State. As I
develop my argument I shall show how the
present Opposition managed the affairs of
the State when they were in power. Hon.
members opposite should have vision to ook
over the political hill, and see whether they
cannot find the dawn of a brighter and more
prosperous day. There is one thing I wish
to say—and that is that the eyes of the
world are upon this Parliament. (Opposition
laughter.)

Mr. Kirwax: On Canberra.

Mr. FRY : I suppose the eyes of the world
are on Canberra, but they are also on this
Parliament. Hon, members opposite cannot
get away from the fact that the unemploy-
ment problem was the issue at the last
election. I would again appeal to hon.
members opposite to consider this question of
unemployment and deal with it seriously.

If I see the position clearly, if we will
only get on with the job, we shall find that
the financial markets of the world will be
opened to us. Men of science, men of letters,
men of finance, will come to our assistance
in developing the vast natural resources of
this State, just as they did in America and
other countries with similar records of pro-
gress. It is poor comfort for the unem-
ployed, who cannot help themselves, to hear
members of Parliament making light of any
suggestion aimed at creating such an
atmosphere amongst members that they will
devote their energies and attention to solv-
ing the problem.

Now I want to give a brief review of the
State activities, which seem to have a bear-
ing upon the unemployment to which I have
referred. Notwithstanding our great natural
resources, which could provide employment
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for many millions of people, and, despite the
fact that the - McCormack Government
received an annual income of approximately
£2,000,000 from the land, £3,000,000 from
ircome tax, and £11,500.000 from other
sources—a total of £16,500,000—they had to
borrow £20,0600,000 in the past four years
in order to employ our people and prevent
a slump in trade. Of that £20,000,000
47 per cent. is unproductive—that money is
loet.  Although the late Government were
vecelving large revenues, they had to borrow
£20,000,000 in four years to kcep up a state
of artificial prosperity while they were trying
to introduce their policy of the soctalisation
of industry, and the annual interest bill dur-
ing their term of office was increased from
£1,975,000 to £5,000,000. During the same
period the national debt increased from
£56,000,000 to £112,000,000. The interest on
that money must be carned, and there is no
chance of ecarning it unless trade and
industry are producing it. The great trouble
under the previous Government was that
there was no encouragement to industry to
g¢ on producing. Apparently the Govern-
ment who have just gone out of office had
no idea that the world was making progress.
Had they had any such idea, they would
have paid attention to the growing problem
of unemployment, which must be solved at
an early date.

[7.30 p.m.]

It is necessary to impose taxation on
industry in order to meet our interest bill;
but the heavier the impost of taxation the
greater the difficulties imposed in the direc-
tion of competition between the industries
of this State and the industries of other
States and other countries. A heavy burden
of taxation means crippled industry; and,
once industries become crippled, trouble com-
mences. To-day we have reached the stage
in the matter of taxation and business enter-
prise that it is a case of the dog eating his
own tail. The Iabour Government placed
no limitations whatever upon their desires
to secure loan money.

Mr. Prasg: A large proportion consists of
conversion loans.

Mr. FRY: If that be so, why has the
public debt increased year after year? The
hon. member does not believe what he is
saying. The more we increase our public
debt the heavier becomes our interest bill,
malking it necessary to borrow more money.
The more money that is borrowed means more
taxation and an increased burden on
industry, which, in turn, resnlts in the closure
of certain industries with consequent unem-
ployment. That is an elementary principle
of economics. That is the position facing
Queensland  to-day. Industry is unable to
provide any additional sum by way of taxa-
tion, and, in addition, we are unable to
secure the necessary loan money to meet our
requirements,

Mr. Porrocx: Why did your
promise to borrow £2,000,0007

Mr. Peasp: What about the
Government ?

Mr. FRY: I am not worrying about the
Bruce-Page Government at present. I am
very much concerned swith the problem of
unemplorment and the disastrous state of
affairs  created in  Queensland by the
McCormack Government. I have submitted
figures in an endeavour to make my argu-
ment clear. There is urgent necessity for

Government

Bruce-Page

[11eSEPTEMBER, |

Address in Reply. 356

a new industrial policy to provide adequate
employment without increasing taxation. It
is imperative that capital and labour should
advance hand in hand. The greatness of our
country depends largely on the relation of
capital and labour and the division between
them of the products of industry. There
must be improved organisation in production,
distribution, and exchange. There must be
an equal distribution of work and the equit-
able sharing of prosperity, which can be
achieved under the system outlined by the
Moore Government on the lines of increased
co-operative enterprise in industry., I am
afraid that the mere wage service has been
responsible for creating the separation of
the classes with irresponsibility 2nd neglect
on the moral side, with inemployment,
poverty, suffering, and degeneracy on the
material side.

Our aim is to build up a system of industry
in which the great mass of the workers will
not only have a direct interest in its piofit
and prosperity, but cventually will become
part-owners of the capital invested in the
business.  This is what we mean by the
co-partnership of labour. It is the duty
of any Government so to framc their cco-
nomic policy as to conserve their own indus-
tries for the benefit of their own people.
If the pecople are employed in manufacturing
from our own raw materials. the wealth thus
created will meet the legitimate needs of
the State and bring prosperity and happiness
into the homes of the people. T am sure
that the hon. member for Bowen will agree
with mo in stating that trade and commerce
is the life-blood of a nation, and that with-
out it a nation must die. It iz only by
encouraging trade and commerce that a
nation becomes prosperous, It is only by
that means that you strengthen the moral
fibre of the people. If there is a weaken-
ing in the moral fibre of the people, it is
very difficult indeed to maintain constitu-
tional government.

Mr., HyNEs: Is the hon. member in order
in reading his speech?

Mr. FRY : I am sorry that the hon. mem-
ber does not appreciate my advocacy of the
unemployed problem—(laughter)—and my
championing the cause of the men out of
work, The Jate Government have lost a
considerable amount of money in their
various activities and, notwithstanding the
fact that the State is losing by these activi-
ties and the injudicious expenditure of loan
money to lose £2500,000 every year,
encouragement should be given tc industry
to enable employees to become part-owners
of the jndustry in which they are engaged.
Notwithstanding the fact that we are told
that there is no money available, and that
borrowing is impossible at the present time,
I would say that it is absolutely necessary
to borrow to meet immediate needs. That
money should be borrowed abroad. I am
opposed to borrowing this money within our
own shorves, because it will not improve the
material position so much as new capital.
1t should be borrowed on the guarantec of
the Government that the money will be used
sclely for constructive purposes and for the
relief of unemployment. If we do so, the
wages paid to the unemployed for gocd,
honest toil will be put into circulation, and
will return to the Treasury with interest
to be paid on the borrowed money. I think
that a tariff and excise should be placed
upon all commodities entering Australia that
could and should be manufactured here. It

Mr. Fry.]
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should be our aim to produce and manufac-
ture the needs of the people.

Work can only be found for the unem-
ployed if avenues are created by which they
can be absorbed. I think that heavy duties
placed on imported motor cars and acces-
sories would stimulate the establishment of
the motor industry on a large scale in Aus-

tralia; and, if we did that, we should be
finding an opening for skilled men who
unfortunately are unemployed to-day.

What are we going to do with the unem-
ployed? They dare not steal. If they steal,
they are punished; yet—and this is the
serious part of it—whilst they dare not steal
they dare not work. They have walked the
streets for months vainly searching for
employment whilst the Labour Government
looked on and did nothing. These are the
men who are asked to be loyal to the Go-
vernment, to the country, and to the nation;
yet they have not the means by which they
cat exercise that individuality which God
gave them to earn an honest living,

OPPOSITION interjections,
The SPEAKER : Order!
Mr. CoLLins: You are quite radical.

Mr. FRY: I do not care whether it is
radical, comservative, or anything else, so
long as it is true. Let me remind hon. mem-
bers opposite that they helped to create the
position which I have pictured, and T appeal
to them, to help in remedying the present
unsatisfactory state. In fourteen years the
Labour Government increased the public
debt by £56,000,000, and such is the position
to-day that we cannot borrow a shilling.
Let hon. members opposite do the fair thing,
throw aside party differences which, after all,
go for nothing, and try to help in the forma-
tion of schemes which will give immediate
employment to those who are workless. Rather
than continually ask this Government “ What
have you done?” let them say, ‘ What can
we «c to help you?” When they have done
that, they will prove themselves truly revre-
sentative of the people outside.

Mr. CorLins: Why do you not do it?

Mr. FRY: Fancy that interjection from
a member of a party which did absoluteiy
nothing to assist the position during fourteern
years of Government ?

The first matter to which attention should
be given is the encouragement of land
settlement, because the future of Queens-
land is dependent on wealth production
from the land. It should be remembered
that no man will embark on land settlement
unless there are prospects of his receiviug
an adequate return for his labour. It has
been truly said that the incentive to produce
is the hope of reward; so that every assist-
ance possible should be given to those who
make their living on the land. Let no
vexatious restrictions be imposed; let the
land laws be liberal; do everything possible
to provide schools for the children of those
on the land. I speak earnestly, because my
experience both in Parliament and in travel-
ling about the Stdate has taught me that the
farmer thinks that he is feeding the man
in the city while the latter is imposing
harassing restrictions. That is what he
thinks, and until vou remove from him the
thought that he is being crushed, until you
show him that there 1s something to be
gained by going on the land—that the land
laws are to be made more liberal so as to

[Mr. Fry.
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give him a reward for his labour—until you
show him that his children will have oppor-
tunities of becoming well educated, hLe is
not going to be satisfied.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
has exhausted the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders,

Mr. DASH (Mundingburre): If one wanted
any evidence of the sincerity or want of
sincerity on the part of the Government in
regard to the unemployed, we have had it
just now from the previous speaker. That
hon. member, as well as other Nationalist
candidates, talked during the election cam-
paign of what they were going to do for
the unemplioyed. Amongst other things they
told the electors of Queensland that they
were going to borrow £2,000,000 to find
16,000 new jobs at once. Speaking the other
night on the Bill to reduce parliamentary
salaries, the Deputy Leader of the Govern-
ment was good enough to get up in his place
and state that dishonest advocacy was some-
thing that should not be indulged in in this

House. In fact, he accused me of dishonest
advocacy. All I can say in reply to the
Deputy Leader of the Government and

Minister for ‘‘ Points of Order ”’ is that his
party’s advocacy during the election cam-
paign was dishonest political advocacy, and
won for them the control of the Treasury
benches, and now they have no intention of
carrying out their policy. During the present
debate members of this party have stated
that the Government promised to find 10,000
new jobs, and that they promised to raise
£2,000,000 for that purpose.’ They said they
would find the jobs immediately, and some
of the speakers said they would find them at
once, and they asked us to produce our
proof. I have here along with other matters
something that they distributed up in my
electorate as well as in other electorates in

Queensland,  (Displays placard previously
¢xhibited in Chamber by the houn. member
for Brisbane, Mr. Kirwan). It reads—
“ Result of election: Mr. Moore ?
seats.
“Mr., McCormack ? seats.

“ Majority for 7 ?

I do not know whom that was for—whether
it was for “ Independent ” or not.

“Js it a job?”

It was a job all right—

“ Queenslanders, thousands of vour
fellow citizens, their wives and children
are looking to you to-morrow fo vote
them a job.”

And they are still looking for that job, and
the hon. member for Kurilpa says the present
Goverpment are “ stony-broke,” and cannot
raise a “ bob ”” of loan money—

“ Mr. McCormack has nothing to cffer
them. Q(ive Moore’s scheme a chance!”

and
“ £2 000,000 for 10,000 workers.
¢ Change the Government!”’
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: And
change the Government.

Mr. DASH: What is wrong with it?
A GovERNVENT MEMBER: There is nothing
wrong with it at all. '
Mr. DASH: This is the important part—
¢ Authorised by P. T. C. Shaw, Terrica
House, Brisbane.™”

{The hon. member then exhibited the placard
to the House.)

they did



Address in Reply.

The SPEAXER: Order! Will the hen,
member turn down that placard?
Mr. DASH : T am going to quote it again.

The SPEAKER: Will the hon.
kindly turn it down?

member

Mr. DASH : I am going to quote from it.
(Interruption.)

The SPEAXKER:
Mr. POLLOCK

point of order.
The SPEAKER : Order!
Mr. POLLOCK: I
order.
The SPEAKER: Order!

the hon. member sit down.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Put him out!

Mr. CorLixs: “ Put him out!” Is that
your idea of justice?

Myr. POLLOCK: I am going to state my
point of order,

The SPEAKTER: Order!
the hon. member sit down?

Mr. CoOLLINS:
and justice.”

The SPEAKER: Order! I would like to
inform the House that the hon. member
for Gregory came up here and told me that
he wanted to take the mnotes previously
quoted by the hon, member for Brisbane
down to Mr. Dash. I said: ‘“ You can have
them back, but they must not be exhibited.”
He said, “ All right; they will not be
exhibited.” And they will not be exhibited.
(Interruption.) They will not be exhibited
in this House. (Further interruption.)

Mr. POLLOCK: TUnder
QOrder are you doing that?

The SPEAKER: 1 stated before the
dinner adjournment that the hon. member
for Brisbane was in order in exhibiting that
placard and quoting from it. but I am not
going to allow the hon. member for Munding-
burra or any other hon. member of the
Opposition to do the same.

Order! Order!
(Gregory): 1 rise to a
Order !

rise to a point of

Will

Order !

Order! Will

The prayer says, ¢ Truth

what Standing

Mr, Poriock: We are going to insist on
it. {Opposition interjections.)

The SPEAKER: Order!
rember for Mundingburra,
the whole of the placard,
now.

Mr. Porrock: We won’t turn it down,

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): 1
desire te raise a qu(atlon of privilege—

The SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member
for Mundingburra to continue his speech,
and to turn the placard down. If he does
not do that, I must ask him; to resume his
seat.

Mr, StoprorD: I wish to be heard on a
question of privilege.

_ The SPEAKER: I ask the hen. member
if he is going to obey my call to order.
Is he going to obey my call? I ask him to
turn the placard down on the seat.

Mr. Dasu: I want to quote from it.

The SPEAKER: Is
going to obey my.call?
quoted the placard.

Mr. Dsasz: But I want to
from it.

I ask the hon.
who has quoted
to turn it down

the hon. member
He has already

quote again
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The SPEAKER: The hon.
going to guote again from it.

Mr. Hanton: You don’t like it.

Mr., POLLOCK (Gregory): I risn to a
question of privilege.

The SPEAKER: There is no question of
privilege at all. I ask the hon. member for
Gregory to sit down.

Mr. POLLOCK: Mr.

member is nod

Speaker——

SUSPENSION OF MEMBERS.

The SPEAKER : I name the hon. meniber
for Gregory for defying the authority of
the Chair.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logun):
I beg to move—

“That the hon. member for Gregory,
Mr. Pollock, be suspended from the ser-
vice of the Hou.se for one week.”

GOVERNMENT  MEMBERS :  Hear,
(Cpposition dissent.)

Mr. POLLOCK :
my rights.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member for Gregory to sit down.

Mr. POLLOCK : I won’t sit down. Surely
a member is entitled to raise a question of
privilege !

The SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member
to obey my call and sit down.

Mr. POLLOCK :
arc not going to run
“ Rafferty’s rules,”’

The SPEAKER: Neither am I going to
run the Chamber under Pollock’s rules. I
ask the hon. member to sit down. The
question is—

‘“ That the hon. mem\i)er for Gregory,
Mr. Pollock, be suspended from the
service of the Iouse for one week.”

hear

I am going to insist on

I won't sit down. You
this place under

As many as are of that opinion say “ Aye”’
on the contrary “ No ”; the © Ayes’ have it.
OpposiTroN MEMBERS : Divide !

The SPEAKER ordered the division bells:
to be rung and called wpon Messrs. G. P.
Barnes and Hill to act as teilers for the
“ Ayes,” and Messrs. Brassington and Bul-
cock to act as tellers for the ~ Noes.”

Messrs., Barnes and Hill took their places.
at the table and proceeded to act as Tellers
for the ¢ Aves;” but Messrs Brassingon and
Bulcock remained in their seats.

In division:—

Mr. POLLOCK : Tyranny!

An Opposirrox MeuMBER: Mussolini!
Mr. Kerr: You must sit down.

Mr. POLLOCK: I will not sit do=n
You must think vou are MMussolini. The
trouble is that this has got under your skin,
and (turning to Mr. Speukm) it has got under
your skin, too.

Mr. STOPTORD (Mount Morgan): 1
desire to raise a point of order. Ha\e I the
11ght to raise a point of order, Mr. Speaker,
sitting hers az I am? I want to know
why you have not taken notice of the hon.
member for Gregory.

Mr. Porrock: It is only ordinary decency
to allow any member to state a point of

Mr. Stopford.]
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order. The trouble is that this has got
under your skin, and (turning to Government
members) you don’t like it.

[8 p.m.]

Mr. COLLINS (Bowes): 1 have been a
member of this House for nearly twenty
years. My point of order is that the proceed-
ings of this Chamber should be conducted
according to parliamentary practice as laid
down by May. raise a point of order
sitting  here while this division is taking
place. It has been the custom of this Parlia.
ment ever since I have been a member to
permit hon. members to raise points of
order. My point of order is this: Mr.
Speaker, what right have you to compel any
member of Parliament to give up his notes
to you?

Mr. Porrock : You can put us out, but vou
catot make as tale this sort of business.

Mr. Haxrox: They don’t like the evidence
of a swindle,

Mr. COLLINS: Mr, Speaker,
going to answer my point of order?

Mr. Poriocr : Hon. members opposite will
get it under their skins about the unemployeq
before they finish.

The SecRETsRY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
We will get under your skin.

Mr. Brrcock: That is the way to get rid
of your critics—put them out.

Mr. Havrox: Why can you not face your
own propaganda ¥

Mr. Beprorn: Name the party !

The Secwerary ror PusLic Laxps: The
rlepluctlon of 85 a week has got under your
skin.

My, Haxrox: This is the first Government
that could nut look at its promises within
three months after the elections.

Mr, PorLock: The Secretary for Public
Instruction had” o consultation with Mr.
S}JO&I{E‘I‘, and they went outside with the
Clerk of the Parliament. They came back
having decided that this propaganda was
getting under their skin, and they would not
allow it.

The SECRETARY For TUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That is absolutely untrue.

are you

Mr. Porrocx: We all saw it! You saw
the Speaker about it, and arranged the
matter,

The SrcrETARY FOR DUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

No'!

Mr, Porrock: Of course you did; we saw

you !
Mr.

ghosts.

S16PFORD: You cannot allay these
AvEes, 35.

Mr. Annand Mr. Kerr
,» Atherton Dr. Kerwin

,, Barnes, G. P. Mr. King
.» Barnes, W. H. Mrs. Longman
» Boyd Mr. HMacgroarty
,»  Brand 5  Maher
5, Butler . Maxwell
., Carter ,»  Nimmo
,» Clayton ,» Peterson
" Costgllo ,» Plunkett
,»  Daniel ,» Roberts
,, Deacon »»  Russell, H. M.
,»  Duffy ,» Russell, W. A.
,» Bdwards .  Sizer
., Fry ,»  Tedman
,, Grimstone 5,  Walker, H. F,
»  Hill ,» Warren
. Kelso
Tellers: Mr. G.P. Barnes and Mr. Hill.

[My. Collins.
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NoEs, 22.
Mr. Bedford Mr. Hanson
,, Brassington ., Hynes
,, Bruce ,» Kirwan
» Bulcock ,» Pease
., Collins ., Pollock
,» Conroy ,, Riordan
,» Cooper . . Smith
,,» Dash ,» Stopford
»»  Dunlop »  Weir
,, Foley ,, Wellington
,, Hanlon ,  Winstanley

In the absence of the tellers called by
LIr. Speaker to act for the ‘“ Noes,” Mr.
G. P. Barne: and My, IIill recorded the
names of members voting ‘“ No.”

Question resolved in the affirmative.

Mr. PorLLocK then withdrew from the
Chamber.

Mr, W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): Mr.
Speaker, I desire to raise a question of
privilege. I desire to ask under what Stand-
ing Order any member of this House can be
ordered to lay down his notes? You, Mr.
Speaker, the other day ruled on a question
of privilege raised by me that the Secretary
for Mines was entitled to quote from any
notes he so desired, and that no member Lad
any authority to demand that he should sur-
render possesiion of those notes. I have
been in Parliament, Mr. Speaker, for some-
thing like fifteen years, and I have nhever
known an occasion where any member of
this House was interfered with in connection
with his reading from notes or quoting from
clection placards. It has been done re-
peatedly aficr every election, and I protest
with all the emphasis at my disposal, Mr.
Speaker, against the attitude you have taken
this evening. I claim very definitely that
the action taken this evening is derogatory
to the standards of Parliament. 1 ask yen
to quote the Standing Order under which
vou have taken this action, and I also ask
you to remember your oath of office as
Speakez.

Orpostriox MeyBers : Hear, hear! (Govern-
ment interjections.)

The SPEAKER: A Speaker in carrying
out his duties is not governed by Standing
Orders only. The Rules of Practice, decency,
and common sense have to be observed in
carrying out the various duties pertaining
to the office of Speaker,

Mr. StoproRD: They apply equally to both
sides.

The SPEAKER : Order! It is not a ques-
tion of calling for notes at all. The hon.
member knows, as every hon. member in
this House knows, that I did not inierfere
in any shape or form with the hon. member
for Brisbane while he was using the placard
or quoting from it; but, after some hon.
member on the Opposition side placed it on
the front Opposition bench, it was evident
that it was being displayed simply with the
idca and purpose of creating some disorder
in debate.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The SPHAKER: The exhibition of the
placard in the manner in which it has been
exhibited is absolutely disorderly and con-
trary to the rules that should govern the
conduct of this House and of any well-
ordered debate.

GOVERNMENT ATEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The SPEAKER: While I am on my feet,
I would like to say something else. The hon.
member for Gregory said that I conferred
with the Deputy Leader of the Government
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and with the Clerk of the Parliament, and
that among the three of us it was decided
that the placard should not be shown in the
Chamber.

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): That
is not right. What the hon. member for
Gregory said——

GoverNMENT MEMBERS: Sit down!

Mr. STOPFORD: I will not sit down
antil the Speaker says I must sit down.

The SPEAKER: Order! I understood
the hon. member for Gregory to say that the
Deputy Leader of the Government, the Clerk
of the Parliament, and myself had conferred
together.

Mr. StoprorD: No. The hon. member for
Gregory said that the Deputy Leader of the
Government conferred with the Clerk of the
Parliament, and then they came in and gave
you your orders.

I'Tclile SPEAKER: They did nothing of the
Kkind.

Mr. StoprorRD: We say they did.

The SPEAKER: I do not know anything
of what the Deputy Leader of the Govern-
ment and the Clerk of the Parliament did;
but I do know that neither they nor anyone
¢lse came to me and asked me to do a
certain thing. I have now to name the
hon, members for Barcoo and Balonne for
disobeying my order to act as tellers in the
division.

Mr. SroprorD: I will go while the going

is good. (The hon. member then left the
Chamber.)
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan):
I move—

“That the hon. member for Balonne,
Mr. Brassington, and the hon. member
for Barcoo, Mr. Bulcock, be suspended
from the service of the louse for one
week.”

Mr. W. Foreax SmirH: You ought to be
ashamed of yourself.

The SPEAKER: The question is—

“ That the hon. member for Balonne,
My, Brassington, and the hon. member
for Barcoo, Mr. Bulcock, be suspended
from the service of the House for one
week.”’

When the division bells rang the Opposi-
tion members present, with the exception of
the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. W, Forgan
Smith, left the Chamber. Mr. Dunlop, the
hon. member for Rockhampton, crossed over
to the Opposition benches.

Question—‘“ That the hon. member for
Balonne, Mr. Brassington, and the bhon.
member for Barcoo, Mr. Bulcock, be
suspended from the service of the House
for one week” (Mr. King’s motion)—put,
and the House divided:—

In division:—

Mr. W. Foreax SyiTH : What right has the
Secretary for Public Instruction to consult
with the Clerk of the Parliament, anyhow?

Mr. Crayron : You always did it.

Mr. W. ForeaN SyitH: I never attempted
to give the Speaker or the Chairman a lecture
on how they should conduct their business,

The SecreTARY FOR PUBLIC Lanps: Do you
remember when you gave the Chairman of
Lommittees directions quite openly one
night?

Mr. Braxn: When we were having an all-
night sitting ?

[11 SEPTEMBER.]

Suspension of Members. 359
Avrs, 38,

Mr. Annand Mr. Kenny
,,» Atherton ., Xerr
,, Barnegs, G, P. Dr. Kerwin
,, Barnes, W. H. Mr. King
., Boyd Mrs. Longman
,, Brand Mr. Macgroarty
,, Butler ,» Maher
,, Carter .,  Maxwell
. Clayton ,, Morgan
,» Costello ,, Nimmo
,»  Daniel ,» Peterson
., Dearon ,»  Plunkett
. Dulfy ,» Roberts
,, Edwards ,, Russell, H. M.
. Fry ,» Russell, W. A,
,, Grimstone ,, Sizer
,,  Hill ,» Tedman
, Jamieron ,, Walker, H. F.
,, Kelso ,, Warren

Tellers: Mr. Annand and Mr. Fry.
Nogs, 2.
Mr. Dunlop Mr. Smith

Resolved in the affirmative.

The SPEAKER then directed Mr. Harris,
the Principal Messenger, to remove the
placard from the front Opposition bench.

The Principal Messenger proceeding to
obey Mr. Speaker’s direction, the placard
was taken from him by Mr. Cooper, the

hon. member for Bremer.

The SPEAKER: Mr. Harris, will you
kindly bring that placard to me?

My, CoopEr: I am taking this.

The SPEAXER: Mr. Cooper, will you

hand that placard to Mr. Harris?
OppositioN MEMBERS : By what right do you
demand that?
Mr. Cooper was proceeding to leave the
Chambey, carrying the placard, when—
The SPEAKER said: I name the hon.
member for Bremer, Mr. Cooper, for disobey-
ing the direction of the Chair.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. Xing, Logan):
I move—

“ That the hon. member for Bremer,
Mr. Cooper, be suspended from the
service of the House for one week.”

My, StorrorD: Why, you have suspended
more men than you have found work for!

Question—That the hon. member for
Bremer, Mr. Cooper, be suspended from
the service of the House for one week
(M». King's motion)—put; and the House
divided : —

Ave#®, 38,
Mr. Aunand Mr. Kenny
,, Atherton ,, Kerr
,, Barnes, G, P. Dr. Kerwin
,, Barnes, W. H. Mr. King
,» Boyd Mrs. Longman
., Brand Mr. Macgroarty
,, Butler ,, Maher
,,  Carter ,» Maxwell
,»  Clayton ,» Morgan
., Costello ,» Nimmo
,,» Daniel ,, Peterson
,» Deacon ,,  Plunkett
. Dutfy .+ Roberts
,, BEdwards ,» Russell, H. M.
. Fry ,, Russzell, W. A.
.. Grimstone ,, Sizer
,, Hill ,, Tedman
, Jamieson ,, Walker, H. F.
,,  Kelso ,s  Warren
Tellers: v, Kelso and Mr, H. M, Russell.
Nors, 2.
Mr. Duniop Mr. Smith

Resolved in the affirmative.

Hon. C. Taylor.]
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ADDRESS IN REPLY.
REsUMPTION OFf DEBATE,

Mr. DASH (Muadingburra), resuming,
said: When [ was interrupted, I was deal-
ing with the question of the unemployed.
No doubt the Government are ashamed of
the posters which they issued during the elec-
tion. They know that they did not mean
what was said on the posters, and that it
was done for the purpose of vote-catching.
They have been successful in gulling the
people, causing them to vote for them
because they thought there were going to
be jobs for 10,000 workers found immediately
and work for the men and boys and girls
of this State. When we were prepared to
bring forward our evidence as to their state-
ments and posters—which we did—1 was
relieved of the document that I was quoting
from. However, time will tell whether hon.
members opposite are prepared to carry out
their promises to the electors or not. The
hon. member for Xurilpa, when speaking,
said that the unemployment question was a
very serious one. It is a wonder that he did

not think of that during the -clection
campaign.
Mr. Fry: I did.

Mr. DASH : During the election campaign
he said that the Government would find
work 1mmediately for 10,000 men. Now,
when the Government are confronted with
the position, we find that they are not
prepared to find any work or any new jobs
for the unemployed as they promised to do
during the campaign. I notice that the
Government “ Whip”” is going around
‘“ giving the office ”’—a very old procedure
that has Dbeen adopted a few times in this
House. However, I am not concerned
whether hon. members opposite walk out
and draw attention to the state of the House
or not. The onus is on the Government to
keep a House, and not on the Opposition;
therefore, it will not affect me in the slightest
whatever action they take in this matter.

If they are afraid and ashamed to stand
up to their election promises and the criti-
cism of this party there is only one thing
for them to do—walk off the Treasury
benehes and leave them to men who are pre-
pared to carry on and do something for
the unemplhoycd. Instead of finding the
10.000 new jobs, what did they do? In the
“ Daily Mail” of $th September, there is
the following article:—-

“ Forr-DAY WEEK.
Y Railway Workers.
“Over 1,000 Men Affected.

“The Minister for Railways, Mr.
Godfrey Morgah, said yestorday that,
owing to the shortage of loan money,
and 1n order to give longer employment
to those men ecngaged in certain works
now in progress, the Cabinet had decided
that, commencing next week, only four
days a weck would be worked. opera-
tions to cease on Thursday night of each
week.”

That is the position that the Government
find themselves in after making this absurd
promise during the election campaign. They
cannot even keep the men who arc in employ-
ment on fall time, let alone provide any
work for new men. They also promised work
for the girls and boys, yet 1 reply to a
question directed by me to the Secretary for

[Mr. Dash.
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Railways in the early part of this session,
it was disclosed tnat although 200 boys
had passed the examination for entrance into.
the Railway Department, the Government
could not find work for one boy, let alone
all the boys and girls to whom they pro-
mised work during the election.

Moreover, as reported in the * Daily Mail "
of 3lst August last, the Leader of the Go-
vernment is starting to repudiate what has
been said and done during the campaign.
The extract reads—

CouNTRY FIRST.

“ Not to be foreed.
“ir. Moore’s Decision,
“ Goombungee, Friday.

¢ He did not intend to be forced to do
things that he believed were not in the
best interests of the country; he would
not do things because somebody at elec-
tion time had made a promise with which
he had nothing to do, said the Premier
(Mr. Moore), in declaring the annual
show open to-day.”

He did not make that statement prior to
the election because he knew that the people
would therchy be awakened to the political
propaganda of his party,

A good deal has been said by members
opposite about the rural workers’ award.
Hon. members opposite stated that they
would not interfere with the decision of the
Court—that they would repeal the 44-hour
working week legislation and the basic wage,
and leave the matter to the court. On
the 22nd WNovember, 1923, the Australian
Workers’ Union filed a claim in the court for
employees cngaged in or in connection with
farming, chaffcutting, orcharding, market
gardening.  horticulture,  dairying, and
poultry-raising. It was filed in accordance
with the Industrial Arbitration Act, section
7 of which says—

““The court shall have all the powers
and jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in
addition to the powers and jurisdiction
conferred by this Aci, and may hear and
determine all questions arising under
this Act.”

The same section also provides that the court
may move on reference by industrial unions,
employers, or the Minister, or of its own
motion or on the motion of any person inter-
ested. That procedure was carried out.  On
the 29th November of the same year, the
Australian Workers’ Union filed a claim for
an award for employees engaged in or it
connection with the clearing or preparation
of land for the purpose of cotton cultivation
and for employoes engaged in cotton culti-
vation and/or harvesting. I quote these facts
to show that this award for rural workers
was well considered by the court. and the
Government had no right to interfere with
it in any shape or form. On the 3rd Decem-
ber of that year, the then president, the
late Chief Justice McCawley, made orders
on summons for directions in respect of both
claims, fixing the parties and requring
answers to Dbe filed on or before the
25th February, 1924,

{8.30 p.m.]

On 3vd April, 1924. in acrordance with the
powers conferred by the court, an application
was made by the Council of Agriculture,
under section 19 of the Act, to state a case
in writing for the opinion of the full bench
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as to whether there should be an award
for the industries as set out above, and if
0, for what section. That application was
made under section 19, which reads—

“ Any judge of the court may, if he
thinks fit, and shall on the application of
any party bound by any decision, award,
or order, ot interested in any proceedings
before him, at any stage and upon such
terms as he thinks proper, state a case
in writing for the opinion of the full
bench, consisting of all the judges of
the court, including himself, upon any
question of law or of fact arising in such
proceeding.”

The full bench sat on 8th April, 1924, and
the president stated the following case for
the opinion of the full bench:—

“1. Is it in the public interest that the
application of the Australian Workers’
Union of Employees for an award for
employees engaged in farming, including
the cotton-growing industry or any sec-
tion of the sald industry, be further
proceeded with?

“2. If so, should the court recommend
the appointment of an industrial hoard—

(@) To make an award for the said
industry or any section thereof.

{b) To make after inquiry recommen-
dations to the court as to the regulation
of the said industry or any section
thereof for the purpose of making an
award ?”’

We have heard a good deal of talk about
co-operation In industry and round-table con-
ferences. We shall see how the Government
deal with the question after all this pro-
cedure has been gone through. The case
was argued on 16th and 16th April, 1924,
and the court recommended to the hon. the
Minister in each case that an industrial
board be constituted, consisting of four mem-
bers and a chairman, and that there should
be remitted to the said board the claim of
the Australian Workers’ Union for an inquiry
on the following questions:—
‘“ {¢) Whether in the public interest an
industrial award should be made for the
said industry or any section thereof;

“(b) Assuming that the court will make
an award or awards, what, in the opinion

of the said board. should be the pro-
visions of the said award?”
On 6th June, 1924, two industrial boards

were appointed, the Cotton Farm-workers’
Industrial Board and the Farm Workers’
Industrial Board, the chairman of the former
being Mr. Arthur Dean, ex-police magistrate,
a very honourable gentleman, and the chair-
man of the latter board being Mr. Patrick
Mortimer Hishon, police magistrate. Repre-
sentatives of employers and employees were
appointed to each board. The boards
travelled throughout Queensland, and on 23rd
September, 1924, the Cotton Workers’ Indus-
trial Board submitted its report, the majority
consisting of the chairman and the emvplovers’
representative advising that an award should
not be made, and the minority, the cmployees’
representatives, favouring an award. On
27th January, 1925, the Farm Workers’ Indus-
trial Board submitted its report. the majority
consisting of the chairman and the employees’
representatives favouring the wmiaking of an
award, and the minority, the esiplovers’
representatives,  advising  that an award
should not be made. The further hearing of
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the claim was fixed for 6th April, 1925, but
had to be adjourned until the end of the
month to suit the convenience of the court.
On 16th April, 1925, the president of the
court, the late Mr. Justice McCawley, died.
During the same month Mr. Justice Mac-
naughton resigned, and Mr. Justice Webb
was appointed president of the court.

Now, the Australian Workers’ Union did
not proceed further with the claims then
before the court, but on 30th June, 1926, filed
a new claim for an award for employees
engaged in or in connection with farming,
chaffeutting, orcharding, market-gardening,
viticulture, dairying, pig and poultry-rais-
ing, cotton-growing, and harvesting, or the
clearing and preparation of land for any of
the foregoing purposes. On the 4th, 5th,
and 6th April, 1927—nine months later—the
Board of Trade and Arbitration heard argu-
ment on the claim, and on 2lst April
delivered judgment setting out that they
would make an award for certain callings
mentioned in the claim and advised the
parties to confer. That judgment was de-
livered on 23rd May, 1927, page 1793 in the
“ Government Gazette.” The full bench of
the Board of Trade and Arbitration decided
that an award should be made after hearing
evidence extending over two years or more.
What I complain about, and what members
of this party complain about, is this—that a
certain procedure has to be followed when
a party desires the Board of Trade and
Arbitration to reconsider its decision. We
find that the Government did not take any
action under the various clauses of the Act
to state a case before the Full Bench,
neither did the Minister intervene in the
first instance. The court recommended that
a board of inquiry should be appointed, and
the Government of the day established that
board of inquiry. That board of inquiry
travelled throughout the State, and, after
taking evidence and hearing argument, made
its report. The Board of Trade and Arbitra-
tion, after hearing argument and reading
the evidence, decided to make an award.
On 13th June last, during the currency of
that award, Mr. David TPfrunder, an
orchardist residing in the Stanthorpe district,
for and on behalf of himself and the Com-
mittee of Direction of Fruit Marketing, of
which he is a member, filed an application
to exclude from the award the orchardists
in the Stanthorpe district. That was purely
a local action on behalf of the Committee of
Direction of Fruit Marketing—a party
interested in the award. The Board of Trade
and Arbitration announced that one of its
members, Mr. Ferry, would go to Stanthorpe
and investigate the matter on the spot.
After receiving Mr. Ferry’s report the Board
of Trade and Arbitration on 24th September,
1928, granted the application. The Govern-
ment of the day did not consider it advisable
to intervene or interfere with the court in
any way. On 4th April this year Mr.
Archibald, of Qakey, and the Council of
Agriculture made an application to exempt
from the award any work performed in con-
nection with the growing and harvesting of
maize. The Government stated that they
did not intend to interfere with the court.
The Premier, speaking in this Chamber in
reply to a question by the hon. member for
Tthaca, said he did not intend to interfere
with the court—that it was his intention to
leave all matters to the court. What do we
find? While this application was before the
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court the Government stepped in and, by We know from statements made by
Order in Council dated 23rd May last, Government members that it is proposed to
removed it from the jurisdiction of thé amend the present Industrial Arbitration

Board of Trade and Arbitration. That Order
in Council was published in the ¢ Govern-
nent Gazette’’ at page 1431.

If they are so anxious to leave matters to
the court, why did the Government interfere
with the jurisdiction of the court? They
say that they had a mandate from the people
of Queensland to intervene, but say
emphatically that they had no mandate to
interfere or intervene in the manner in which
they did. Ample power exists in the Act
for the Crown to have cited a case before the
court and allowed the rural workers to state
their case. Hvidently they intend one law
for the employers and a different law for
the employees. It was, however, good
enough for the union and the employees to
go to the expense of filing a claim and pay-
ing for advocates to assist the Board of
Trade and Arbitration in framing an award.
Let me say, too, that several farmers—honest
farmers—were in favour of an award of the
court. I desire to cite. section 7 (1) (iv.)
of the Industrial Arbitration Act, which
says—

¢ Jurisdiction of the Court.—To define
and declare the relative rights and
mutual duties of employers and em-
ployees according to what in the opinion
of the court should be the standard of
fair dealing between an average good
employer and a competent and honest
employee.”

Taking that into consideration, the Board of
Trade and Arbitration fixed an award; and
we want to know why the Government inter-
fered with that decision. TUnder the Act
the President of the Board of Trade and
Arbitration has conferred upon him all the
powers conferred upon a judge of the
Supreme Court of Queensland.” What we can
expect from the present Government in future
is that if a decision of the Supreme Court
is given against themselves or some of their
supporters, they will come to this Parlia-
ment with a Bill to repeal the decision gnen
by a judge of the Supreme Court.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOTR AND INDUSTRY :
Your Government did that.

Mr. DASH : They will do that in connec-
tion with the Board of Trade and Arbitra-
tion although the Act confers upon the
president all the powers enjoyed by a judge
of the Supreme Court of Queensland.
Furthermore, the Act provides that no
decision of the full bench of the Board of
Trade and Arbitration shall be taken to a
higher court, which means that there is no
appeal from a decision of the full bench of
the Board of Trade and Arbitration either
in regard to a question of law or a question
of fact on any industrial matter. But the
Government are not prepared to allow the
Board of Trade and Arbitration to carry
out its own decisions. After all, if the
employers of rural workers were so hardly
treated, why did they not adopt the same
pxocedule as was followed by the Com-
mittee of Direction of Fruit Marketing and
the the other people I have mentloned‘? If
the Board of Trade and Arbitration in future
gives a decision that is unfavourable to
employers of labour, what can we expect?

[Mr. Dash.

Act, and I would not be surprised to find
themn mutilating that Act to such an extent
that some of the awards will be made abso-
lutely useless if mnot altogether repcaled,
because if they are prepared to do it in
respect of the downtrodden worker—the rural
worker is the most downtrodden worker in
the community—they will not hesitate to do
it in regard to other workers who are in
receipt of better wages. If there had been
a request from the Employers’ Federation
to intervene, then the Government should
have done the fair and honest thing to the
employees in the industry and filed a claim
in the court under the provisions of the Act.
But the employers were not prepared to take
advantage of the Act. I do not think the
employers have been in any way backward
in appealing to the court. They brief the
best counsel to draw up their claim and
they employ the best advocates they can
get to put their case before the court. The
court then deals with the case, and the
president of the court, who is a very able
man, gives reasons for whatever decision is
come to or whatever action is taken. The
court listens to argument on both sides and
is very careful not to do anything to cripple
any industry. The Secretary for Labour and
Industry cannot point to one industry that
has been crippled by an award of the court.
Rather have the awards of the court placed
industries on a proper footing. They have
given the honest emplover of labour a fair
chance of competing with the unscrupulous
employer who is prepared to take all the
advantages that he possibly can under the
laws of the State. As a union representative
appearing for many years in the Industrial
Arbitration Court, I have found the judges
of that court reasonable and at all times
prepared to listen to argument. They have
been very fair in their comments and always
give sound reasons why they have arrived

at their decisions. It must be remem-
bered that a large number of awards
have been honoured by the workers in
industry, and I want to say that some

employers also carry out the awards to the
letter. During my experience we have only
had to deal with those who were not pre-
pared to do the fair thing by the court
or by their employces. We strongly protest
against the action of the Governmcnt in this
matter, because the law is there. When
they were in office they placed upon the
statute-book the Industrial Peace Act, which
debarred the workers’ representative from
appearing in the court if he was a paid
official of the union, but at the same time
they allowed the chairman of directors,
whether he were a lawyer or not, to appear
on behalf of the employers.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
has exhausted the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Wunnum): 1 beg to move the adjournment
of the debate.

Question put and passed.

Resumption of debate made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.

The ilouse adjourned at 8.50 p.m.





