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'fHURSDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER, 1929. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. C. Taylor, Windsor}' 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

QUESTIOXS. 

SAPPHIRES SOLD FR01I LONDON STOCKS. 

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhm·dt) asked the Secre­
tary for Mine·,-

" 1. \Vhat amount of sapphires haye 
been disposed of from stocks held in 
London since 1st June, 1928? 

" 2. V~' hat is the Government's policy 
regarding the disposal of the balance of 
stocks on hand?" 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherton, Chillavoe) replied-

" 1. £5,399 ls. has be·m rcc.:ivcd from 
sales made sincp ht June, 1928, and more 
recently further offers to purchase total­
ling £1,129 15s. 6d. havo been accepted. 

'· 2. Stocks arc being sold at best 
prices procurable, h<wing due regard to 
the prices advanced for the stones by 
the Government." 

COREEI';A P.\STORAL R=:Sl:C<IPTJON BALLOT. 

Mr. Bl~LCOCK (JJarcco) asked the Seen 
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. How many applications W<'T'P 

rccoiyed from persons desirous o£ enter­
ing the Coreena pastoral resumption 
ballot? 

" 2. How many applications were 
accepted? 

"3. How many application,, ~YPl'C 
rejected? 

" 4. If any applications were rejected, 
what were the grounds for such rejec­
tion? 

" 5. What qualifications, financial and 
otherwise, were applicant'• required to 
possess? 

" 6. How many applicants were 
admitte.l to the ballot on the grounds 
of experience? 
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"7. How many applicants were 
admitted who were devoid of C'<perience? 

"8. What is the e,timatecl value of 
the improvements on the resumed por­
tions of Coreena pastoral holding? 

"9. Do any stocking conditiom attach 
to the incoming selectors?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAI'i"DS 
(Hon. Vv. A. Deacon, Cunningha11•) replied-

" 1 to 9. The Coreena lands were 
opeued at the B.trcaldine Land Office on 
::\fonday, the 2nd instant, and the papers 
relating to applications have not yet 
been received at head offrce. I would 
ask the hon. member to repeat the ques­
tion in a. week's thne, when the informa­
tion asked for will be supplied." 

INQUIRY INTO BowEN RAILWAY D1s~n~'SALS. 

Mr. DUNLOP (Rocklwmplon) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. In reply to my question in regard 
to an inquiry into the Bowen railway 
dismissals, which was answered on 28th 
August, will he be pleased to reconsider 
this matter in view of the fact that, 
because this question had been considered 
on two occasions by the late Gm· ern­
ment, is not his attitude very incon­
sistent, seeing that the late Gm·ernment 
also passed several Bills and placed 
c;ame on the statute-book and his Go­
Yornment have since Teconsidered and 
altered same without eycn coming before 
this House? 

" 2. If he did consider tlw GoYern­
ment's attitude inconsistenl-, will he now 
grant an impartial inquiry into this 
matter, seeing a graYe doubt exists as 
to who i, right and who is wrong?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey MorgaC~, Jfuri//rr) replied-

" 1. and 2. I have nothing to add (o 
my reply of the 28th ultirr,o." 

PRICE OF BuNKERIXG AO:D ExrORT GoAL, 
MAY, 1927. 

:Ylr. H_\NLON (l!lwcu) asked the Secre­
tary for Mine,s-

" What was the price of bunkering 
and export coal in ::\Iay. 1927 '!" 

The SECRETARY FOH MINES (Hon. 
E A. Atherton, Chillaroc) replied-

" ThPre was no diiTcrenco in price for 
bunker and export c~oal frorn Buwen n1in~ 
during May, 1827. Th" prices for coal 
,-crc-Hun-of-mine at pitl•eacl, 16s. pe1· 
ton; screened nt pithltd, 20s. per ton." 

TRANSFERS Al'iD DIS)IJS~A[ 
DEPAnnmxT. 

::\lr. RIORDAN (Rurl e): I des in• ask 
the Secrctarv for Rai!wavs if lw an 
answer to t11e follo\vlng ciup:-;t ioJJ..; \Y]Jidt I 
addressed to him on 4th s~ptemLcr :--

" 1. liow n1anv trad~:_,-.,mpn v.-cro b·ans~ 
fcn·ed from Tps"'ich ''"orbhops to Hock­
hampton and other <:entree between 1st 
.Juno and 31st August, 1929? 

"2. F-Iow many n1on wore dismi.ssed 
from the R 'lilway Department between 
Charters To1vcrs and CloncurTy durin~r 
the period lst June to 31st August 
1929 ?" , 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
{Hon. Godfrey :Morgan, .Vurillr!) replied-

" 1. Five. 
" 2. Fifty tempomry hands. owing to 

the completion of the work on which they 
·were engaged.'' 

PuRCHASES FRO:II STATE CoAL)HNE:'. 

Mr. HANSON (Rurunda): I desire to ask 
the Secretarv for Railwe,vs whether he has 
an answer to the following questions which 
I addressed to him yesterday:-

" 1. What was the awount of coal 
purchased from the respectiYo State 
coalmines during last financial year and 
the average price paid in each case? 

" 2. vVhat was the total amount of 
coal purchased during the year? 

"3. What was the aYerap;c price paid 
for coal purchased from collieries other 
than the State mines?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey M01·gan . . "ffuril/a) repliccl--

"1. 

Styx Coalmine 
Collinsville Mine 
Mount l\IuiEgan 

" 2. 454,157 tons. 

Average Price 
per Ton. 

8. d. 
24 0 
16 0! 
32 0 

"3. The average price paid was 19s 2d. 
per ton, or 4s. 10~d. per ton ]ee,g than the 
average prico quoted by the State coal­
mines.'' 

\Voou TAIXT IX BuTTER. 

Mr . .JAMIESO~ (Locr"'yrr), without notice, 
asked the Secretary for Agriculture-

" In view of reports l'<'ceived by 
trac!N-, in butter in this State, that the 
quality of somn of the butter packed 
in boxes made from Queensland pine is 
considerably rlamagC'd by 1vhat is known 
as '\Yood taint,' vvill he arrange at an 
early datn for a conferenc0 of roprc­
scntativec, of the Forc.,tr:;- Department, 
butter manufacturer,, rrnd officers of his 
OV/ll department, with a view to discuss­
ing 1va vs and mean~ of over-earning the 
problcrr> of 'wood taint,' and at the 
same tim .. " con~.PrYing the interests of 
both the dn.irv and timber induotries of 
this State?" " 

The SEC'RRTARY FOR AGHTCULTURE 
(Hon. H. F. Walker, C'ooroom) repliecl-

"-Tho matter rcff'l'l'f'd to bv th8 horL 
member hns alrc tdy },ecn c!Cleg-aicd to 
a eommitt,·e r('•prcscntativc, of the V~lrious 
intr~rr·sts conf'erncd. This cornmittee is 
TIO\V fnnctio:niDg and "'Crtnin cxprrimcnts 
with boxes from different kinds of 
tin1ber aro und('r \Vay. Arrangmncnts 
have hoen mado for officers of the 
ForE~strv and my 0\\U dcpa1·bncnts to 
invo"tigate the 1iroblem, and determine, 
if possible. the cans<'S of 'wond taint' 
and the means wherPhv its incidence mav 
be eliminated from" boxes made o'f 
Queensland timber. In the event o£ any 
of the interests concerned c!C',jrinrr that 
a conference be conYenecl, I shall be 
pleasN] to do so, end to consider ally 
sugge.::tions the conference rnay offer." 
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QUESTIONS ADDRESSED TO ::l!IR. 
SPEAKER. 

::\Ir. POLLOCK (Grcgory), without notice, 
asked the Speaker a qur,tion relative to the 
putting of the .closure motion the previous 
evening. 

J\Ir. KERR : Schoolmaster tactics ! 

'l'he SPEAKER said: I desire to inform 
the hon. member for Gregory that neither 
written nor oral questions can be put to the 
Speaker. 

GovERNMENT JYlE~IBERS: Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

AGRICULTURAL BA~K ACT AMEND­
ME:"-!T BILL. 

INITIATION IK CmgnTTEE. 

iJ'lr. Iloberts, East Toon·oomba, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. H. F. \Valker, Cooroora): I beg to 
move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Agricultural 
Bank Act of 1923 in certain particulars." 

This is a vory small Bill, which the Govern­
ment have considNed desirable to introduce 
as a rE"·ult of experience during the last few 
months. One of the objects of this Bill is 
to provide for the granting of relief to 
necessitous clients of tlw Agricultura.l Bank 
in t' e payment of their instalments of 
interr•et and redemption. usually borrowers 
are in a position to fulfil their obligations, 
but oceasions arisf~ \vhen it. is desirable to 
tx in a position to extend as n1uch leniencv 
as possible. At the p1·esent time relief can 
ouly bo afforded by the making of a fresh 
adn111ce iwcolving- the execution of further 
~ecurities, and alwa...-s a certain amount of 
'"'P''ll'C. This Bill \vill obviate this unsatis­
factory position. 

"\Vhcn the original Agricultmal Bank Act 
was pas·;ed in l!)Jl, the intention was th~t 
·(he Crown. as mual, shoald haYe priority 
over ali other creditors: but following on 
the prS>ing of -the Ag;ricultu'ral Bank Act 
of 1923, it was found that a purchaser buying 
a foreclosed properly from the Agricultural 
Bank bec:mw liahlc for all arrears of rates 
t.hcrcon. This Bill will gi··c the Crown's 
debt it; usual priority over all other charges. 
C!C'lc'·;mcnts, etc .. that mac- haYO been Jeviod 
lJy variow; authoritie•. It providn, a !so, 
that local anth•)l'itv rates and other dues 
oh all not be rcccn c'rablo from the bank or 
the person who buvs the foreclosed property 
from the bank. Howc·,:cr, \Yhen• sufficient 
1none.· ~ t~rP realised on the sale of the a "et..:; 
thf' bank rna;/ liquidate snch ratPs, etc .. out 
·of the surples. That i' the peincipal clause 
of the Bill, and the onlv ono \Yhich vou can 
~a~~ is of any great in111ortanre in it. This 
amcndn.1Pnt aric :os from a doci~ion givc11 in 
~: rcc:;nt Ia-..v case. 

Thf'rc is another small c1aF.e giving the 
1nanag0r of the AgriDultural Bank 01~ an:v 
officer of that bftnk thc right to become an 
auct!one<>r to sell properties disposed of by 
thP banL. 

l\Ir. "\Y. FORCA'! S~IITH: Tho•e rtrc pro­
pPrtif's where the bank is in poBscssion? 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGIUCULTURE: 
That is so-properties of which the bank is 
l11 pos.:"e, ,ion and \vhich arc~ about to bo so1d. 
This clause will Illaco tho manager or an 

officer of the bank on the same footing and 
po,se-sing the same power as is held by an 
oflker o.f the Public Curator. That is the 
sum total of the Bill, which is quite a small 
one. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Arc you going to increase 
the n1axinnnn arnount which a settler can 
borrow? 

The SECllETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Ko. 

Mr. RIORDAX : The amount 1s a very 
limited ono. A selector taking up land is 
onlv entitled to an advance from the bank 
of £1,200, which is not of very much use to 
him. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
At the present time " borrower can borrmv 
as high as £1,700. 

Mr. RroRDAN: That is not much good if 
he has to fulfil the stocking conditions 
imposed on him. 

The' SECRETARY l<'OR AGRICULTURE: 
The limit of the adyance is 16s. in the £1: 
but in sonlB cases applicants are advanced 
the full amount required. This Bill will not 
affect the advances made by the bank. I 
realise the hardship imposed on new settlers 
::;o far as finance is concerned on account of 
the tightness of the m one:" market: but their 
lot has been eased somewhat by the smooth­
ne<s of the working of the administration. 
although the advance" specified in the Act 
at the present time nnnot be altered because 
of the present position of the money market. 
I think the main objection with regard to 
the Agricultural Bank is due to the fact 
that the whole of its administration is from 
Brisbane. and its clients extend as far as 
thr· Athcrton Tableland and even further 
nodh. Consequently, certain delays haYC 
taken nlacc. I hope that. as time goes on 
em! more capital is obtained. the bank will 
han> more moncv at its di,poc:al. That will 
enable applicatio'ns for loans to be Pxpediwcl, 
2,nd obvlat0 the" delay arising in connection 
with rnaking advances to clients. 

:VIr. W. FORGAN S:\HTH (lfflckoy): I 
wish to thank the l\Iinister for the cornprc­
hensiYc sun-<'Y of tho Dill which he gave. 
I congratulat0 him on the first Bill thv.t he 
has introdnced and for taking the Conw1ittee 
into his confidQnce. I rualisc that tho import­
ant clause in the Bill is int nrled to make 
"ood the position that he·, arisen es a rc,ult 
of a ccl't"in decision of thr Full Court. 

For many years past the h:wk, in. tbo 
adn1inisi ration of its nffa1rs. ha·;; artc·d 111 a 
CPrtain direction on the authorit .- of ac1Yi{'•~ 
~-i,:c~! by the Crown Law OfEco." Counscl'~ 
opnnon was 2lso tak0n on the n1al!c:r, an(.: 
doubt Viras Pxprcsscd as to the ]HOVI 1011s ot 
the Act as it exi,ted. Prior to the election 
it 1.vas n1v intention. if nccc~·"arv. to br1n:;· 
the matt;;r before Parliament so that the 
"·hole positinn ~hould be cleared up. There 
i:'i no d\1ubt tha.t. as the rcsu\t of thr> (1crlsion 
of tlH• Full Court, the position of thr b nk 
would be precarious jf an;,y ·,~·!•aknc•ss in ~h.e 
prO\·isions of the Act were D llowed to nnh­
tatc against the rrdYanr"s n1adc b:· the b::tnk; 
"' that, in rrmcdving tlw c1efect in thr Act, 
th-. ~lini:;tcr is doin'{ a \Vi~P and prop;r 
thing. 

The other proYISion virith rogar·d t·o thE: 
f1Hlna.gf'r and -inspectors bPing g-i-.-0n rrrtai_n 
no\YC'r i3 largelv marhincry. Such po\YCl' 1s 
i1ere~.·ar~v. particularly in 'cases where it. is 
essential for the bank to enter into possesswn 

Mr. Snn:th.] 
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and take charge of stock and implements 
that had boon acceptPd as collateral securit}. 
because in many cases these movable asset'~ 
have a habit of disappearing. The bank 
should secure the full benefit of nnY assets 
which enter into its possession under thue 
circumstances. 

I understand from the Minister that these 
are the principal provisions of the Bill ; but' 
I would also like to ask the hon. gentleman 
whether he has considered the ad,·isabilitv 
of reviewing the whole Act in the light of 
present-day development in agriculture and · 
the need for the further de.-olopment of 
agriculture in certain directions. Having 
regard to the importance of agricultural 
development to the State, we realise that 
new settlers should be attracted to th'• land. 
It is re,lised also that finance is a Yen· 
important matter <•·ith those people. 

One of the difficulties which I encountpred 
during my term as Secr<~tary for Agriculture 
-of course, the administration of the Agri­
cultural Bank is in the hands of tlw manag·er. 
and no wise Minister interferes undulv ,~-ith 
him in the exercise of his duties-w;ls the 
great delay which takes place in dealing with 
applications for advances. The second diffi­
culty-and this is more importar,t-is that. 
'~rhen an ad-ranee is approv~eJ, it i•, n1ade on 
tile hasis of a loan for certain definite 
improvements that have been approYcd of 
by t'he inspector or other officer of the 
bank, the adxance being made by instalments 
to the selector. It may happen that the 
selector is situated in a remote part of the 
State, and considerable time may elapse 
before his .advance is finalised, due to rho 
large area which is under the control of the 
bank officer concerned, and to the addirion~l 
fact that the officd' has to refer the matter 
to Brisban0. The }.Iinistcr might consid<'r 
the question of increasing the number of 
inspectors and giving officers situated 1n 
strategic positions throughout the State• autho­
l'it!~ to rnake advances on in1proyerncnt~ 
effected. Of course, the ,.-hole matter wou 'd 
still be controlled bv head office but lr> 
facilitate business. authority such ~s I ~~-' '"" 
:-:uggested might be giYen to certain offiC'er:->. 
just_ as it is giyen to branch rnarwgcr, o~ 
ordrnary banks. The 1nattcr is one• of Yit . l 
importance to the bank and Yital to the 
proper administration of the Act. If the 
),finister "·ill look up the frle in the depal·t­
nrent, he "-ill find that that matter lJ<<s 
been considered very fuily, and that c0rtain 
rPcon1mcndatious ha-..~c been made therccn 
by the Public Se n-ice Commissioner. 

I think the iim0 is opportune to re.-iew 
the whole ambit of tho Act ir, the li[r.~l1 of 
the prCf'f'Ylt finanf'ial pu,ition of the State. (1nc1 
also in the light of the neccl.s of the Stare ~ncl 
the desirablone,,s of building up the agri­
cultural resources of t·ho State· a 'ld in order 
to gi,-e Parliament the oppor:tunit.v of con­
~idering all phases of_ tl:is Act. ancf of hclp­
mg the ~1mrster to ctevrse a measure which 

ill _meet many of the problems with whieh 
lw Js bound to come in contact in the 
administration of this Act. I ther_•fore 
moye the following amendment:-

" Omit at the end of the motion the 
words-

' in certain particulars.' " 

The Minister realises the truth of Ydw,t 
have been saying. 

T'he SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: It tS 

matter of party politics, 

[Mr. Smith. 

a 

Mr. W. FORGAN S.YIITH: It is noi· ,, 
matter· of party politics. It is, without 
doubt, desirable that decentralisation should 
be• arranged for in the administration of this 
Act. It is, without doubt, desirabl-3 that the 
respons\b]p officers of the bar;k should be 
a,uthorised to make advances to farmers as 
they carry on the work of their farms. \VheH 
an advance of £1,000 is authorised to a 
farmer, the position often occurs that that 
adyancc is made on certain approved im­
provements. Tho fanner con1n1cnc"s carry­
ing out that work. and sometimes is forced 
to lay off a number of men on account of 
not having the m one," to pay wagPs for the 
effective carrying out of the improvements. 
DeHlopment -demaJids that these improve­
ments be effected as early as po,siblc; and 
it adds considerably to the cost of ·any >Vork 
if any delay takes place during the progress 
of the work. Thnt is one direction in which 
the Act could be Ycry properly amen,led. 
There are manY oth<'r directions in which I 
am prepared to' assist the JVIinister in amend­
ing the Act. 

The TRE.\SURER : You were verv slow in 
doing it when you were over here. 

Mr. W. FORGAN S:YIITH: The Treawrer 
an1uses rne. I-Ic suggcf'ts that we were ':el'y 
--low in doing certain things. I have often 
heard the hon. gentleman accuse mo of doing 
things rather 1oo quickly for his c'lnYeni­
ence. He ca.nnot ha.-e it both ways. I P"int 
out. with all due deference to the hon. 
gentleman, that h0 cannot refer to "h":t 
his predeccs-ors ha,·e done. After all ~' 
s:,irJ and done, the real ihing that counts is: 
\Yhat do they propose to do? He reminds 
me a good deal of a schoolbo,- who, '"h<;n. 
accu~rd of an offe-ncE'. says, ~' So-and-so d1d 
so1nething of a ~<in1ila.r .charaC'tor, or some~ 
thing of a 'Horse ('haractPr.n and excuses 
himeolf in that manner. There is no doubt 
of the importance of the matt<'r I am dis­
('HS~ing. and I an1 .-,nrc. the J,finister nppre­
cin.tcs what I hRYI' '· :_HL If he agree:;: to 
wid<'n the scope of ! ho Bill. there is no 
doubt lh~t man,, imprO\·em·'nt" cacc be 
effected which ,, ill tend towards the proper 
jcvcloprncnt of the Stntc and give better 
f c cili tie• for the settlers and selectors '" ho 
come \Vithin the scope of the 1nea~ure. 

ji[r. COLLIKS (JJon·, n): In rising to 'up­
port the amendment. as representing ono of 
the largest fanning p}r,~;toratr'l in Quet"~ls­
land and haYing had somethin,; to do wrth 
th<' "\.gricuHural Bank Act, I am strongly 
in favour of a r0vicw of the whole sv.stcrn. 

If \n_• are ::,·oing to ha YE'~ ,t.<:..;ri­
[3 p.m.] cultural development and Hw 

cc•ttlemen1 on th<' land that is 
desired to soh·e tlw unemployed problem, 
the bank will haYt' to trrkn p:reater ri~k~ in 
future than it has done in !ho pa,,t, and 
will ha.-e to oxpedi•e ih work acoordin~ly. 
Take tho now settler who goes on the land. 
There is anv :tmount of room for exp~nsion 
in mv olcc{orate, and I am JJOt afraid of 
the n1an on the land; and for th,,,t reason 
I am ad-.-ocating the Yiows which baYP booH 
so ablv outlined bv the Leader of thn 
Oppc,ition. Tho del,;y that now takes pla.rt• 
after an application is lodged, hen the 
inspector yisits and reports. -and befor•c the 
application is grant<d or rejected, is far 
too great, and, if sorne deccntralif'~tion 
scheme can be brought about, it will be 
hotter for nll concerned. ·we must remembet· 
that I am 700 miles from the centre of my 
electorate, although we have a good mait 
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"en-ice between the NOi·th and the South. 
I am not so much concerned in rais­
ing the amount of the advance as I am in 
expediting matters and assisting men who 
may want to borrow anything from £200 to 
£500 to enable them to become successful 
Bettlers. The ::VIinister would be well 
advised to withdraw this Bill. 'I'here is 
plenty of time to make laws between now 
and this time next vcar. I do not care if 
Parliament sits all the year round so long 

"-S it does its work \Yell. That is nothing 
new for me to preach. I preached it when I 
was sitting on the opposite side of the How,,,, 
to my own party. I believe in doin"' work 
well. Work well done is lasting w~rk. I 
think we have been in too big a hurry in 
nonnection with our legi~lation. I hope 
the Minister will withdraw the Bill and 
show some originality. Let him give us a 
new Bill-one right up to date, to meet 
the evolution which is ta,king place in con­
nection with agriculture. If the Government 
do that, they can claim that they are a pro­
gressive Government, and not, &s I told them 
the other day. a reactionary Government. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Burl·r): My reacon fDl' 
asking the Minister if he intended to increase 
!he maximum amount granted by the Agri· 
cultural Bank was in view of the closer 
settlement !hat is taking place in vVe,,tcrn 
Queensland. I think it is prudent to allow 
the selector or the smalier man on the land 
to go to the bank for his finance. It 
should. be the policy of the State to sl'c 
that the people who hanl got land have thP 
means of stocking it and putting it to some 
reproductive use. 

The Agricultural Bank does operate to a 
certain extent in the pa~toral industrv in 
regard to improvements. A block of ·land 
may be thrown open, and the improvement,; 
estimated by the Lands Department at, say, 
£2,000. A man may make application for 
the maximum amount granted under the 
Ad. The ballot may han' taken place and 
the improvements have to be paid for. An 
inspector is sent out by the bank, and in 
some cases in \V estern Queensland, if a man 
has to report from the Cloncurrv district, 
it would be anything from ten 'to t"·elve 
weeks before the selector would know 
whether he could get finance to enable him 
to pay for the improvements. If we are 
going to have our land put into use and not 
held on tho off-chance of sorncone wanting 
agistment, we shall have to do something in 
regard to financing the people on the land. 

If the scope of this Bill were widened, the 
Agricultural Bank could be rnade to serve 
a good purpoee. It has sen·erl a good pur­
pose in the past. The administration may 
have been a little careful. and mav have 
been a littlo slow, but, if the State i~ going 
in for banking, it must realisA that it must 
take the s>cme risks as other bankc" When 
lhe Agricultural Bank makes advances on 
improvements only, then immediately the 
borrower becomes im·oh·ed to the extent of 
£1.600. he must go to mmcbody outside the 
bank in order to put his land under ··l1Cep or 
C'l'Op, e"nd thus make it productive for the 
State. The State should give m·cry selector 
assistance to purchase sheep or to get his 
iand ready for cultivation, yet on a 15,000 or 
20.000-acre block, whc>re the improvements 
may be worth as much as £5,000, under the 
Act the bank is limited to an advance of 
.£1,600. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Arc you sure that it is 
£1,600. 

Mr. RIORDAN: It is between £1,600 and 
£1,700, but it is very hard to [;et the full 
amount permissible under the Act. vVhether 
the limit is £1,600 or £1,700 does not affec! 
the argument. To raise that point is only 
quibbling. My point is that, in the stocking, 
of a pastoral selection ,uch as those which 
are now being opened in \Vostern Queens­
land, the Agricultural Bank should take 
the same risks as the private banks. Private 

• institutions will find monov to enable a man 
to purchase up to 5.000 sheep. costing any· 
thing up to £8,000 or £9,000. Private 
institutions can keep a chock on the borrower 
through those sheep, and, if lhe wool were 
sold through the Department of Agriculture, 
the Agricultural Bank would have ample 
security. The men in charge of the Agri· 
cultural Bank, Mr. A. H. Smith and Mr. 
Deshon, are both very capable officers, and, 
if they employed pastoral inspectors who 
know the industry-such as are employed 
by private banks-there would be no danger. 
The 1\finister would be wise to remove th<' 
limit provided. I hope he will look at the 
question from the point of view, not only 
of fina,ncing agricultural settlement. but also 
of th<' development of one of our best indus­
tries by helping· rnen who are going upon 
the smaller areas of land now being opened 
iu the \Vest. By so doing he will improve 
the Agricultural Bank. and r0nder a seryice, 
not only to the agriculturists but also to 
the pastoral industry. 

:Mr. BULCOCK (Harcoo): It is gratifying 
to know that thP Secretary for Agricultur<' 
has brought down a Bill to amend the 
Agricultural Bank Act; but it is not so 
gratifying to know that the amendments 
involve vpry little. They arc roa;ly only 
machinery to consolidate the principal Ad. 
'\Vhat we want is a11 entire review of the 
operations of rhe Agricultural Bank. In 
other \vorc1s. it should involve a review of 
the whole ambit of agricultural practice. 
n1ore especially Rgricultural econoruics, in our 
State. If the Mini,tcr accepts the amend­
ment. I believe that \Ye can evoh 8 a Bill 
l hat 'will give far greater satisfaction than 
the operation of the existing Act, both to 
the agricultural and to the p2"3toral corn· 
munitv. 'When hon. members now supporting 
the Government were sitting oll this side 
of the Chamber, they found quite a lot to 
""Y about the impcrfcdiom of the Act that 
we are at pr(~sent seeking to an1en_d. No 
doubt Jhose criticisms had some foundation 
in fact. and it is inconceivable to me that 
those hon. gcnth•men who found eo much 
fault with the Acf in past year,; are going 
to <ldmit now that the \et, which is the 
legislation of this party, is letter-perfect 
in function and administration. 

There is one very cogent reason why ·we 
should take into consideration the desir­
ability of extending the Act. After all is said 
and done. the bank as c, ta blished under the 
"\et. is Ftore or less in the nature of a pawn­
shop. 'l'ho time has cnmo in 0ur agricul­
tural practice to go a good deal further than 
F'O have gone up to the pl'e,ent time. The 
c'te"blishment of a rural bank Clischarging 
the functions that are gPnerallv discharged 
by rura] banks ig an iDht:_-rcnt ~necessity so 
far as the farming conununitios of Quet~ns­
land are <'oncerned. Thrc average faymer is 
compelled to deal with the lototl storekeeper; 
the averago ,shcepman is compelkd to mar· 
kl't his product through the same marketing 
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firm that finances him. I knm1· of many 
instances boih in the agricultural and pas­
toral worlJ where, by· virtue of the fact 
that a m··,n has had a loan from an agn­
cultural imtitution, he has been unable• to 
take advantage of son1othing that was being 
offered lw that institution. One of the 
pritu~ry ;H'C<. ~2itics in our farn1ing consti-
1 uenciJ"-, is to rPn1ove the farn1or from the 
clutch,., of individuals who are more inter­
ested in exploiting tho fanner than they are 
in helping the farmer. Our 0\Yn bank shoulJ 
help th8 farmer; our own bank should be 
m:1intainod and :;:o conducted as to g1ve to • 
the fanner the rnaxin1um amount of as3ist­
ance pos,.ible. To show that th0re i · some 
ncce"!tv to oYer haul the whole of the machin­
<'r\' of this bank, I ,.hould like to point out 
that from 19C2 (o 1915 the total amount 
advanc cl in the form of loam to settlers 
was £1.165.543. and from 1915 to 23th Feb­
ruarv, J'J29. the aggregate an1ount actually~ 
paicf in respect of loans W<lS £6,329.436. In 
dealing with n1ch a colo~s-1l stun of n1onoy, 
it is verY ob' ious that it is a big under· 
taking so't_·l~ as the State is ronr"'rned. Hon. 
membcl'S 1rho are returned to this Chamber 
fron1 agricultural and pnl,,toral constituencies 
reali~!) th0 d~flic'dtics (1£ agriculturists. I 
think both sides of the Chamber believe that 
the agricuitnrist, being the backbone of the 
State, should n'ceive the fullest possible finan­
cial as,:isLmce from th:• State. \Ve are on 
the ;;ergo of u ~ricultu1 ·d d~?;;eloprncnts. \Ve 
:-Hy, "Go on the land, young 1nnn !" and all 
we can offer under the preseHt Act to tht• 
iudiYidual 1vho clr,sires to go on the land 
is a nebulous £1,700. ''hich he may or may 
not g·et. 

lion. members opposite in past times hav2 
complained-in brtter tr>rms at times-about 
the dif!icultir,,, a:'sociated with the obbining 
of the rnaxin1un1 ad"\ a nee. If that is so. 
and I haY<' reaeon to believe it is, then it 
is oln~jous !hat th~·n" art~ some difl:irultic;; in 
the; Act which chould be removed. The diffi­
culties which we desire to mncv will be 
~UrYcvcd bv us \Yht'n the :Yiinist~r acctpts. 
this a:n1end~~1ent. There arc rnany now hon. 
01Plnbers in the I--Ionsc fref'h frOn1 ar;rlcul­
tural constltucncics-rnDn who bring ,,·ith 
them the frrsh and ripe experience that they 
havo gained by con1ing directly fron1 agri­
cultural consti1uenric.;;;. The,; had no say 
iYl tho fran1ing of the Act '''e nrc an1cnding. 
It is re asonablc to suppose that au1ongst 
thc::oe twc~nty gentlemen arc son1e \Yho ha;-e 
verv definite idr:ts in relatior, to amend­
ments th.it should be incorporated in the 
Ad. Furtlwr than that, the expatbion of 
agriculture is 1naking it in1pcratlYc that we 
should givo n1oro con~iclcrntion to the finan­
rial side of agriculturP. It is a >igniflcant 
thing that 1ve can find aggrcgations of capital 
for c'vory other enterprise but the olclPst 
enternri-e that mankind has JHObably known 
-agr.icuitun'. Thoro is no difficulty in float­
ing capital for indu~trial purposes or in 
c+her directions; but I know of no insLnce 
\\·here gron!l-· of capital have been fanned 
1 o farrn srwcific arPas. Farming has not 
attracted capital. Since that is so. it is the 
d"ty of the State to prO\-ide that capital 
which other institutions have not provided, 
or arc reluctant to provide. 'Cnder those 
circumst dlces, I c .. umot l ,Jieye that the 
Yiinistcr will not accevt the amendment. 
After all, it is for the good of the whole 
State. It will enable us to survey th,o whole 
of our activities in the a-gricultural and pas· 
toral arenas, a-nd probably adopt a more 
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satisfactory system of financing settlers than 
\\T have at the present tin18. In rPlation to 
that there are other questions, more parti­
cularly associated with pastoral watters, 
such matters as those on which the hon. 
member for Bnrkc touched. \Ve all know 
wu are on the thrr•shold of new pastoral 
den•lopment in Queensland. \Ye are hoping 
that the cattle industry is going to come 
into its own again. \Ve believe it is. \Ve 
also belioYe that the sheep industry at the 
present time requirc:3 a.-. n1uch asslRtanC'e as. 
can be rendered to it. It. is futile to expect 
that an ini"•Jming settler 'hould bn able to 
finance his undertaking on £1.700. He can­
not do it. and because he cannot do it, and 
because he recognises g·enerally that it <'an­
not b0 dom•, he does not go· to the ballot­
bov. The net. consequence of that is that, 
by financ]nJ lin1itations, you are debarring 
manv individuals who would make desirable 
settlers. and who havo an intimate know­
ledg-e of all matters a"ociated with sheep­
raising-. 'Ilhc tirnc is ripe for SOJTil~ con­
sideration to be given to the o.<tablishment 
of a rurRl bank. If the :Minister accqJts the 
amendment. it will allow us to discuss all 
1 he-,e 'Jl'"stions. I malw bold to say that 
the general tcndpne_,, of the deb1ie and 
thP g·cnernl conclusions 've shall arrive at 
wj11 ~b0 very advantag-eous to th0 farming 
and prjn1ary produci!lg conf:'tituencies of the 
State. 

l\lr. POLLOCK (()rcrtory): I am support­
ing the amendment larg-ely because I believe 
it is a YE'r.'+ good thing to 'vidon the sccpe 
of this Bill so that. when we come to the 
Comn1ittoo stage, we may see the dcsir )_.b]c­
nop.s of introducing certain arncndJnont.s 
which \Ye hrtve in n1incl. 

The SE·cRETARY FOR LAB01'R A~D lNDcSTRY: 
\Yhat arncndnH~nts have yDu in mind'? 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: One particular :..nc<md­
ment I han' iu miml is based on the ques­
tion rai<c.d bv the Leader of th,, Opposition-­
that is. giying an opportunity to the man 
on th0 land to secure advances without goin~ 
throngh all the red tape that the "\gricnl­
tural Bank now puts him to. 

).1r. KERR: 'vYhy didn't you alter it? 

:VIr. C'OSTELLO : You had fourteen ye Lr> to 
do it. 

l\Ir. POLLOCK: \Ye are dealing with the 
legislation of this Gon~rnn1ent. The Goyern­
lnent propo~e to a1nend legislation along 
certain line''· \Ve ask to be given the 
opportunity of assisting· them on this matter 
bv making provision enabling settlers 
desirous of f.Ccuring advances to J:iecure such 
ac\yam 3 as quickly as possible. After all, 
if I am talking to n1en who arc alleged to 
h-· busincRs D1l~l1, there is <' sound Lusincss 
principle im·oh ed. EYory bank in Australia 
gin" authority to its branches to make 
adYances o 1 the spot in certain cases, and 
Y1..~r:.~ frrquontly tho:-;e ndYdnc ~s arc n1ade, 
not. only on the security that the applicant 
for the adyance can offcor, but also upon 
the p<'rconality and rcputdion of the man 
asking; for the loan. 

211r. YIAHER: Ho'l often is that done? 

2\fr. POLLOCK: Frequently. It is becom· 
ing more the ca-,e th.tt institutions will 
a,chanc,, to a man on repntation if they 
helieYe thab his prospects are reasonably 
good. 

Mr. \YARREK: If he has the security. 
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Mr. POLLOCK: Not altogether. I have 
known any number of 1nen tO got advances 
who have not had adequate security to meet 
the advance. They had prospects. however, 
and the bank manager believed those pros­
pects to be good. 

Mr. MAHER: Would vou advance your 
money against prospects'> 

Mr. POLLOCK: I havo dono so. 

Mr. MAHER: Did you C'Yer get it back? 

Mr. POLLOCK: Yes. As an illustration, 
I put about £200 into the• clcwtion on pros­
poets. I admit that it did not turn out 
well. (Lau!Yhter.) It was a losing trans-
action. Similarly, members of the GO\·ern­
rnent---

Tho SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
A modest little bit ou a " good thing" ! 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. POLLOCK: On form it ought to have 
been a good thing-but that is beside the 
point. Thjs a.ch·ancing on prospects and 
on reputation is no net\· thing. 

The SECRETARY rOR Pt:BI.IC JNSTRt:CTION: 
And on form, too. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Heputation is form, 
because, if a 1nan has a l'Pputation for l'Hll­
ning square. doing the right thing and 
paying his ''ay, then he has fonu. ' Iu a 
case such as has been m<.•ntioncd, the GoYern­
mcnt ought to havo officials who can be 
relied upon to decide the ma.tter when thev 
visit a p1acc and see a r11an's ~t~curitv foyr 
thcmsch~f'"· If thP Gon..,rnmellt havC not 
got those .offi?ials, they ought (o got them. 
Other mslltut10ns can do so, and the Go.-ern­
ment can get them, if thcv trv. I am uot 
nrguing this n1atter on ·the~ qurstion of 
prospects at all. :J\/Iy point is that, when 
•·n official of the bank examines the ~ecuritv 
and finds it satisfactory_ he ·ltOu!d ha,-~ 
authoritv on behalf of on r· bank--fo it j,­
the people's bank-to ndnwcc money fu,· 
necessary purposes. Lrt n1e giY _, an lllu,­
iration why that should lw done. Supposing 
a man desires to stock his plar.t' ,,·i(h 500 
f'Wcs in1rr1cdiately--a:!ld I in~tan( -~ the ca.~c 
of the small man because hon. members 
opposite profcds to rPprPscnt hi1n in farnling­
constitucncies-tbat rnall rnav hr1Y1 a chanc" 
of purcha~ing those PWC'~ ai. a chPap price. 
He may have the sccuritv. butc has not the 
1noncv ··which is nccc~snrv' to clineh the bar­
g-ain .. immcdiatPly. Th~t 1nan cannot g-C't 
that mono:, immediately undN the present 
system, but may have to wait three OJ' even 
six months in geitin~· through a lot of 
unneces,ar_v red tape. It should be pos ,jb]p 
for advances to bo maclr~ imrnL•diatelv under 
those circumstances, if officers of the bank 
are given authority suc11 as is g-iYen to 
officers of other banks. That is on<' of tb" 
wa,-s in which the Government mav deal 
with some of the uncmplo_vrncnt th;t has 
ari·~en in Qu0cnsland, bc:cau~o if a mun can 
finalise his business auick]v and kno'<"S 'vhere 
he is in a matter of fma'ncc. he will be iu 
a much better position. Unfortunate!:, the 
banking- companies in Australin arP. 
g-enerally speaking, not advancing money 
for purposes that would nwan increased 
wealth production for the community. 

Go wherever you like to any bank, and 
you will find that they will give advancu 
e'·uywhere to people who v. ant to erec-t 
ricture-shows; to people who want to build 
pubs: to people who want to erect build­
ings that will cater for the amusements that 

the public want; but ask these same banks 
to give vou an advance of £5,000 to enable· 
vou to stock un a property in order to pro­
Juco some wealth, and you are met with a; 
flat refusal unless the security is very good. 
In mv electorate settlers who have been hard 
hit by the drought are finding it almost 
impossible to get an advance as a result of 
the drought and on account of the fall in 
the prieo of wool. '!_'hey are finding gre~t 
difficulty in regard to finance, and it ts 
only one in 0very fifty who is able to get 

. sufficient money to enable him to put sheep 
on his propt:'rty. But, when it comes to 
doing something that will enable the public 
to ~mend their rr1oney, you can get as 1nuch 
rnone.y as you like so long as the security 
itppcars to be good. In the last analysis 
that policy is wrong, and it is bound to 
Lring thi, country to insolvency, becat;se the 
onl v chance this country has of secunng an 
ac.lc~quale amount of wca!i-h to pay its way 
is to have advances made on those projects 
that go to produce wealth, and not on those 
that invoiYo th,c spending of wealth. I 
bdieYe every Country Party member should 
he compelled to support the amendment. and. 
if anv such member doe~ not support it 
here. 'he will b0 called upon by his consti­
tuents to show \vhy he has not support0d it. 

:VIr. BRUCE (11 umcrlp): One can undeT­
sLmd that one of the firot efforts of the new 
Sccretarv for Agriculture should be in con­
nection 'with an amendment of the Agricul­
tural Bank Act. The amendment proposed 
b"- the Leader of the Opposition is to widen 
the scope of the motion in order to meet 
.ome of the requirements of the agri_nllural 
industry. It is not true. as stated by hon. 
memLers supporting the Government in their 
speeches on the Address in Reply. that hon. 
members on this side do not reprc sent farm­
ing const.itucncic~,. I, for one, repre:;;ent a 
conetitueney which ia almost entirely made 
up of farmer·, and farm workers: and they 
are vitallv concerned in an extcn~ion of the 
provisions of the Agricultural Bank Act. 
An inspector of a honk may be able to give 
a e·plenclid idea of the value of an adYance 
in eo far as the pastoral industry is con­
cerned: but that man rnav be 0ntirclv incom­
petent to give an opinio;, in rcgar~l ro the 
sugar industry, whir·h sho\VS the llC'_'c,"sit;.T 
for the proposal to givce direct pmwr to the 
inspector i11 an:v particular district to rnake 
advftnce~ without aJl tho red tape at present 
surrounding the department. 

The question the hon. member for Gregory 
refened to is a vital one. It would lw -.afer 
to make an advance to an industrious. hard­
working, and capable farmer than to anothet• 
man with less knowledge, but who may be 
on a more valuable piece of land. In the 
Ho,ewoocl electorate we have an example of 
German selectors who made home o1· yerv 
poor land because of their industry and' 
their knmdcdgc of farming. 

}1r. MAIIER : That is the hest counb-v in· 
llie &~~ . 

J\'Ir. BRlJCE: EYorv hon. mcrn1wr savs 
tbat in regard to his "electorate. It wouid 
be wise to take into consideration the capa­
bilities of a man rather than the ,-alne of 
the block of land be ma" be on. or th& 
improvements that mac· have been' effeeted 
0'1 the Jr,nd. 

f3.30 p.m.] 
The third point is in regard to the sugar 

industry. My electora to is almost entirely 

Mr. Bruce.] 
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composed of people interested in the •,ugar 
industry. In the sugar industry there is one 
vital question. A man wants to plant his 
crop at a certain time. If he can get an 
ad.-ance from the Agricultural Bank at the 
time he wants to plant that crop, it is worth 
two or three times tho .-alue of the actual 
cash to him, because he can get his land 
under cultivation and reap a crop from it. 
But if, through departmental <:lelay or red 
tape, he is unable to get the ad.-ance until 
aftm· the time for planting the crop has 
paoscd, he is really carrying the burden of 
interest for another twelve months before 
he can ut'ilisc the money. In connecl:ion 
with the sugar industry, every effort should 
be made by the legal and departmental 
·officers to see that, when applications are 
1nadc prior to the planting season. tbc busi­
nefis i~ con1plcted before the planting season 
has arrived. 

It may be necessary also to cxt'cnd the 
ambit of the bank in this direction : Take 
the world position recently with regard to 
wheat, which was at a very low price on the 
world's market. Fortunately, th<> .\ustl·alian 
wheat crop was not' ready for marketing at 
that particular time; and, before it went on 
the market, there was a rise in wheat prices 
ihroughout the world. We trusted to luck, 
.and, through luck, the wheat-producers of 
~~usnalia came out all right this season. 
It may be necessary to widen the ambit of 
the Bill so that not onlv individual farmers 
mav obtain loans from" the bank but that 
a f'nnd may be established for the purpose 
of holding wheat or any other crop or 
('omnwdit\ which it would be worth whi!o 
to hold 'in the face of an unfa ,-ourable 
market, so that later on the priunry pro· 
duccrs may secure the be't market for their 
product. That is undoubtedly one of the 
problems which will face Queensland and 
Australia as a whole sooner or later. Anv· 
one \Yho has studied the \vheat mrrrkct du"r­
ing the last' few months must be satidicd that 
I am correct in stating that, if our \vheat 
crop ha·d been ready for market a couple 
of months e:ulier than it wac, we would 
have been selling at a deplorable price fo1' 
th< primary producers; but, through for· 
tuuato circun1st.ances, wheat rose throughout 
the world, and we were able to' strike a 
good market. 

It is no usB talking platitudes about the 
primary producer. We have to get rig·ht 
down to bedrock, and assist him not only 
in _srowing but also in 1narketing his product. 
vY e have .already done so in rec;ard to butter 
and sugar, but there are many other produces 
b~sicle butter and sugar. I am citing the 
ease of ,\·heat bcca~se it was an outstanding 
instance within recent months. The l'.Iinister 
"·ill be well advised to accept the amend­
ment with a view to widening the ambit of 
his proposed amendment of the Act. 

Mr. WARREN (2viurrumba): I ha.-e be, n 
watching the operations of the Agricultural 
Bank Act, and I would like to ask hon. 
members opposite how long it has been so 
useless as they say. Thoso hon. members 
went to the country a little while ago, and 
I nt,·er heard them say that the Agricultur;,l 
Bank Act was so awfully bad. 

3.1r. BRUCE: It could be improved. 

3.J r. WARREN: I never hoard that th0re 
was going to bo any alteration; but hon. 
members opposite have come here with 
renewed vigour, with new zeal for the 
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farmer, simply because they are now in 
opposition. That attitude seems to he not 
so much in the interests of the farmers as 
to obstruct business. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WARREN: If the Minister were 
foolish enough to carry out som0 of the 
suggestions of hon. members opposite, even 
the Bank of Eng·land would not be abie to 
finance the Agricultural Bank of Queensland. 

:Mr. CoLU'\'S: Your electorate is only a 
pocket handkerchief electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOL.:LTURE 
(Hon. 1•'. \Valker, Coo;·om·a): I han> listened 
very carefully to the various spc'lkers on 
this question, and, alter hearing· thcn1~ I 
am quite convinced that there is no occaoion 
whatm·er for widening the scope of the 
motion, therefore I eannot accept the atllend­
ment. All the complaintc that have been 
made to-dav have been based on delays, or 
on what ·we rnig·ht call unsympathetic 
admini"tration. \V e are all a ware that 
Queensland co1nprises an t·norrnou" area of 
land with a very small population. Settlers 
arc miles apart, and, bearing in rnind par­
ticularly the northern portion of the >ltate ancl 
the di!Iicult,, of getting· correspondence down 
here, we can easily understand that farmers 
are to sornc_. extent disappoi11ted at the ro~ults 
that have been attained. 

Only one practical suggestion has been 
thro·wn out-that of giving inspectors grf:ater 
power. Already we• have coEsid,rcd that 
question. I recogni•e that in the Cairns 
djstrict. for instance, an enormous saving 
in time might be made by having an officer 
stationed in Cairns-which might he called 
the centre of the Tableland fm· the pu.rposh 
of communication-vvho rnight exercise greater 
powers than the of!icers who arc there at 
pres<'nt whilst at the same time the Act 
might be administered just as cffccti.-ely. 

1\h. \Y. FoRGAN SMITH: It requires an 
amendment of the Act. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Not necessarily. We can gi.-e the man sta­
tioned there greater powers. l'.1any of the 
suggestions which have heen made hase been 
embodied in amendments of the Act from 
time to time. 

Another point to which the hon. member for 
Grc(rorv rLferrPd reln t£'::1 to the borro\ver as 
.au i'ndlsidual. The baid\: is not in a lJOSi­
iion to gauge rhe borrower as an incli\Tidnal 
and determine whdhcr he is of good charac­
ter. It has to look at tho rnan's written 
application and judge him on that-not on 
his past record in financial trancactions, good 
01~ b~.d; t!onsequ(•nt]y 1t bas to exercise a 
greater degree of care than might other· 
wise be necessary. 

I repeat that all tlw complaints which have 
been made to-da.,- can be overcome by sym· 
pathetic administ>·ation. So ,oon as we got 
into po\ver, knowing that the causes for 
thes0 complaints existC'd, we g-ot to work. 
\Ve put on two impectors in addition to those 
alrofldy crnployed. 

Mr. \~V. FoRe; ~N S)JJTH: Tbcv had been 
ad.-crtisod for before you beeamc 'the Gm·ern­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
\Ve put them on, and we arc going to con· 
fidcr the question of appointing rnore, recog­
nising that. delays have been very patent to 
members on this sido ,of the Chamber and 
must not be allowed to continue any 
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Insyvrtors haYc had enorn1uus diffi-
tD cont nd with -cluriL_:; rec:cnt years 

be· rcawn of the fact that ohey have had 
'-O little Jata on which to go when gi' ing 
advic' fc;r which they might be nsked in 
respect of pro ,pectivc borro,Ycrs, on account 

-Df the volicy of leasehold tenure. . Hon. 
Inc-rnbc__:"~ arc u\vare that. a lca;:;chold w1th no 
tilnbcr and no v a.ter do··s not offer n1uch 
'ccurih but tho.t a freehold gives the bank 
grcatel'' sr'ctuitv. \Yith tho rc\·ersion to 
f;-cehnlr1 tPnul'C, moreoY<'r, applications to 
the Agricultural Bank \Yjll not bo so nurner­
ous as in the past, bL·~·anse pri\·atn banks 
rr re pre-pared to accept freehold titles as 
:-0curitv for ad·vances. That is cornmon know­
lcd:(c." 

1;hcr0 has been a lot of red hpe in the 
admini~tration of the _1\ct, but in otnc degree 
it has Lecn a protectiou, as the Lertdr'r of 
the Opposition sui.d. \Ye do not, h<?\Vever, 
want unneeoo;;sary red tape~, a~1d, .c\Ylth th_e 
liberrrlioing of th•; Act to permrt 01 a maxr­
mum advance of £1,700, I think we shall 
bn giving a very fair advance indPr:d. 

One of the greatest iroublcs we have in 
Australia is that settlers very often have 
l1i0' dchiL »t the bank and cannot manage to 
ca~r,' 011 \Yith 8nch hea.v,,~ burdens. rrhe 
i.nartcial rcsponsibilit)- is too great for them. 
One way of coping with that difliculty is to 
have a rc·1lly :;ood bod:y of in5pcctors, \Yho 
mav help ~ettlers with ,,d,·ice as to what 
they ,!Joule{ ,\o, IJOinting OUt t\rat Oll no 
'ccount should the,;· build up enormous 
debits from which lhev will nor be al1lc 
to recover for Inanv Y0ars. \\~ c all kuow 
tha.t. ' ' 

N"ow -··r; come to the question of the amount 
of advancec. It v.-as increased by the late 
GoYermnent to 16s. in the £1. That is 
liberal e·:ough for anything. In connection 
with the financing necessary in connection 
vcith di,chruged soldier settlements there is 
a provi!'ion pCl'ITlitting advances on C'ertain 
improvement" ao; high as 20c. in the £1, up 
to £625. You p:>nnot get anything more 
lihcral ti.an that. Why delay this motion? 
\Ye have all the power we require to-day. 
_\ll that is necpssary to make the legislation 
popular, eficctive. and uscfi:Jl to the pros­
pective borrower is to have sympathetic con­
sideration. and that is the policy of the 
present Uovr:'rnmcnt. \Vo shall give effect 
to that policy. first. by the apvointmcnt of the 
t .\·o additional inspectors already in the field; 
f"Condly, by appointing others if necessary; 
and, thirdly, by granting to officers in the 
northern areas increasE-d powers so that 
' piJlications may be dealt with quickly and 
effectively. In this \Yay we hope to over­
come the whole of the difficulties in that 
respect from the point of vw·s of the 
producers. 

GOVERNMENT MEVBERS : Hear, hear ! 

lYir. W. FORGAN SMITH (""tiackay): It 
is not my intention to delay the operations 
of the Bill. I assure the Minister that my 
amendment was not moved with any obstruc­
tive idea. I approve of the Bill that it is 
propo,cd to introduce, but I desire to give 
the hon. gentleman the benefit of years of 
experience, so that the Act can be improved. 
He agrees with the suggestion that decen­
tralisation should take place; but I would 
point ont to him that that cannot _be done 
effectively unless it is laid down on a proper 
basis under the Act. Administration· can do 
something, but if he consults Crown Law 
authorities, he will find that proper decen-

1929-s 

trali~at ion ,,,jth regard to the authorisation 
of adyanc ca!1not be done cfiectivclv and 
adr-quJ"tcly 'Yithout legislation. The' sug­
g-e~t.ion h l"' been th1·own forth as to why WL' 

~lirl n Jt Jo it. As a matter of fact, the 
figure' quoted by the hon. member for Barcoo 
·and the acllni:,sion n~;tdo by the ~,iinistet· 
hirm,cH indicate th >.t we did a great deal 
in improving that Act. Acts of Parliament 
of t!~is natnr0 call be i1nproved from time to 
tirnf'. ,1;3 cin·uinsktllCCS warrant and the 
nee~.:-' of the ~ituation dcrnand. r:rherc is no 
c~oubt ~~ all that the suggestions I made 
arc rc'quirc'd for the effective and proper 
administration of the _\et. They have been 
rlisru:;;.;;;fd "'':ith n1c bv such authoritie-; as 
n•rmbers of tlre Council of Agriculture and 
othl'l''. This L.wk ha,. been a great advan­
t~ <<'. I haYP not suggested that the margin 
of 16>. in the £1 should be altered to 20s. 
i•t the £1: but I hrtYe suggested that it is 
1rorth ~O!lsidcring ·whether the rnaximum 
an:ount of the loan is adequate, having 

t0 pr~,s~nt-dny conditions and to the 
ra a1~d eo~t3. 

Tl-w Con:rr~rn<>nt, for example, have 
alJtlounccd it a~ thc~ir polic,\- that they inte~d 
to amend another "\et controlled by tnP 
State- _-\.Jvance-~ Corporation. It i8 prollOsed 
to ir:cl·easc the rnaxirnurn arnount that can 
b,, ach·anced for a worker's dwelling from 
!0000 to £1.800, and to provide that such 
benefits ,hall Le enjoyed by persons in excess 
of an annual income of £416, which is the 
pre, _,nt n- aximutn. If it ls a fair thing to 
incrca:'P the n1lxin1un1 adyanco to the worker 
Ol' the professional nutn, or to others in 
tlre who come within the amhit of that 
Act, and to increaso it by £1,000, is it 
vn-ons· for me to suggest that the question of 
an iucreasp in the adYanccs to agriculturists, 
\vho produce the real >vealth of· the State, 
,•Jwuld he considered? 

The Minister knows that for years past I 
have been in close touch with the settlers 
of thi., State. He knows that I understand 
sornc·thing of their difficulties and the vici:"'si­
tudu; of their life. If he makes investiga­
tions from the department, he will know 
th".t it was the intention of the late Govern­
ment at a fa ;-oumble opportunity to amend 
and libcrali,.;;e this nH asure in the directions 
that I hav·e indicated. I have asked that the 
;cope of the Dill be widened to enable sug­
gcstio!l> to be made from an:; part of the 
Chambct· that would improve the general 
administration of the Act. I realise that 
c1re ha . .:; to be tnken in making advances. 

I ha YC ne> er put forward the foolish sug­
gp:-::tion that one hears in sorne quarters-that 
anv old Bdntnre eau be 1na.de. This bank 
is -in a different position fro1n an ordinary 
trading bank. This bank has io pay interest· 
to the rfreasury on the lTionc;,~ usPcl, and 
the margin of percenta-ge that it works upon 
for cosh and risks is scarcely 1~ per cent., 
·whereas a trading bank charge·:; a higher 
rate of interc~t justifying a greater risk, 
and it <:m al"o use a proportion of the 
money it holds at current account, \vhich is 
nt•ver all in use at one tinlC'. Therefore, 
there i~;; 110 real analogy. Care must bo 
taken in regard to the control of thfl Act. 
The Mini,ter knows as wPll as I do that the 
rea 1 ··-ccurit.r is the indiYidual to whom you 
lc•1d tlw moneY. There is a dass of man 
to V· hont vou cLtn lend 1nonev to anv extent, 
becau7..c ~ou kno"\v the ma~n is a~ vvorker 
and he \~ill make a success of his yenture. 
Thr,rdorc. you can back him to the limit. 

Jir. Smith.] 
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Thoro is another man with a. better farm. 
so far as the quality of the ]and and 
climatic conditions are concerned. who may 
not bo as good a eecuritv as the former. 
J agree with the Miz;i,ter that cue 
must be C'Corcised in that regard, but what. 
I am asking him to do is to make this 
Bill sufficiently wide in its scope to enable 
bon. members to make suggc~tions to improve 
the measur0 with a Yiew to the further 
deYelopmcnt of the State and the makiug 
for additional settlement. 

Mr. COLLINS (flazren): I have no doubt 
that thc rural districts will very closely 
ci·atch the actions of hon. metnbcrs on the 
Government side "\vho are always prating 
that they arc the representatives of the rural 
di~tricts. \Ve are 1nali:ing an attempt to 
widen the scope of this Bill •Yith a view to 
the further development of the rural parts 
of Qticmzsland. 

:::\lr. MAXWELL: Why didn't you do it 
yourself? 

Mr. COLLIKS: \Ye can uudeBtand reprc· 
sentatiYe::;; of city constituencies, who ar2 in 
a majority on the Govemment benches, not 
being intc'rested largely in the development 
of the country. but >vhat rrbout the hon. 
member for Burnett and others who claim 
to be the representatives of the rural centre'? 

The SECRETARY l'OR RHLViAYS: \Yhv didn't 
yOU do it? . 

}fr. COLLIKS: \Ve did so much during 
our term of office that it will takp vou about 
nine years to undo it. ~ 

::'vir. \Y. FORGAN S~IITH: They will not get 
the chance. 

::vir. COLLIXS: I do not think thov will. 
If ther. were an election to-morro\v, the 
peopl~ would wipe ihe Government out of 
existence. I am surprised at the ::Y1ini,ter 
not acnPpting my suggestion. He said that 
there was only~ one prartical sugge8tion in 
the whole of the suggestion•. offered from 
this side of the House. and that >Yas the 
giYing of greater powers to inspectors. I 
shall make him a good practic .tl suggestion 
-a ver-c broad one-and that is to withdraw 
the Biil and introduce one with greater 
scope. 

:\1r. \V. FORGAN S}IITH: Refer it to a 
select committee. 

:\Ir. COLLH;rs: I regret that the :\1inister 
has not accepted my suggestion. 

Question-That the words proposed 
omitted (.~lr. Smith's arncnrlnunt) 
part of the question-put; and the 
mittee divided:-

to be 
stand 
Corn. 

~\fr. 

AYES, 37. 
An nand 
Athertan 
Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes. W. H. 
Bell 
Boyd 
Butler 
Carter 
Daniel 
Deacon 
Dullv 
Dunlo]' 
Edwards 
Fry 
Grimstone 
Hill 
.Tamieson 
Kel"o 
Kenoy 

"'lfr. Kerr 
Dr. Kerwin 
:!\fr. King 
Mrs. Langman 
:VIr. Macgroarty 

l\IIaher 
l\IIaxwell 
Morgau 
Nimmo 
Peterson 
Plunkett 
Russell, H. :11. 
Russell, W. A. 
Sizer 
Tedman 
Walker, H. F. 
Walker. J. E. 
Warren· 

Tellers: Mr. Boyd and Mr. Fry. 

[Mr. Smith. 

NOES, 23. 
Mr. Barber Mr. Hanson 

Bedford Hynes 
Bow Kirwan 
Brassington Pease 
Bruce Pallock 
Bulcock Riordan 
Callins Smith 
Conroy Stopford 
Cooper Wellington 
Dash 'Wilson 
Foley Winstanley 
Hanlon 

Tellers: Mr. Bow and Mr. Hanlon. 

Re,olved in the affirmative. 

The House resumed. 
The Chairman reported that the Oommitteo 

had conJe to a resolution. 

R.c<;'.olution a;:?,Teed to. 

FIRST RITADIXG. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE 
(Hon. H. E. \Yal!;Pr, Covroora) presented the 
Bill, and moYc-d-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
tin1e." 

Qnesiio" put and passed. 
Second reading of the Bill made an Order 

of the Day for 'I uesday next. 

BABIKD_ STATE HOTEL SALE BILL. 

l!<:E'I.'.TION IX COO!MITTEE. 

Pir. Robo·ts, East Toozcoomba, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I::\DL'STHY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate): 
I beg to move-

" Th11t it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to enable the Commissioner 
of Trade to sell the hotel known as the 
Babinda State Hotel. to enable the pur­
chaser thereof to obtain a license iP,­
rcspect thereof, and fo;· other purposes. 

This is mPrely a formal Bill to carry. out 
the policy of the Government. It was decrded 
---wiselv, I believe-on the mandate of the 
people: that the business of the Government 
is to gorern und not to trade; and 'Ye can 
see no rea son why we should reta.)n the 
Babind>t hotel when we are disposmg of 
other State enterprises. Before we can dis­
pose of the hotel satisfactorily, it is necc;ssary 
that Parliament should agree that a hceme 
should be granted to the purchaser so. that 
the hotel can be brought under the ordmary 
liquor la>~ s of the State. That is the object 
of the Bill. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: Will other licenses 
be permitted? 

At 4 p.m., 
Mr. MAXWELL (Too1tong), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Macka11): 
unfortunately I cannot congratulate the 
Secretary for Labour and Industry, as I did 
the Secretary for Agriculture, on his courtesy 
to members of this Committee. The Secre­
tary for Agriculture gave full information 
about his Bill: but the Secretary for Labour 
and Industry has refused to give a reply to 
the qut'lstion I have asked . 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
I said that it was to bring it into conformity 
with the liquor laws of the State. 
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:11r. W. FORGAN SMITH: Vlith regard 
to this hotel, or the whole area? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A:<!D INDUSTRY: 
The whole area. 

I\Ir. \Y. FORGA::-;- SMITH: As I under­
stand t!J,,, proposal outlined by the Minister, 
it is proposed, first of all, to give authorit: 
to col! the hotel with a license attached 
thereto-in effect to grant a license. This 
hotel will then bo controlled by the indi­
vidual who purchases it, and will be subject 
to the ordinary liquor la\n of the State. 
Does the :Minister intend that the various 
JHo,·isions of the Liquor Act shall be applied 
to this ,,rea in its entirety? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOcR AXD IxncsTRY 
interjectc,d. 

Mr. \Y. FORGAN SMITH: The hon. 
gentleman may be facetious. He may ha.-e 
what might be described as a distorted sense 
of hnmoLn·. but I would suggest to him that 
responsible :!\1inisters in this Chamber are 
expect2d to subdue their natural instincts 
and bcha Ye in a 1nanncr befitting their posi­
tioM. I am asking for information about 
tlw pt<r]Jort of this Bill. '\Ve havo got to the 
"tag" thur cite Government intend to 'ell the 
State hmel, and that, \vhen oold, it ,,hall 
hav'' a hcew,e attached to it and the licensee 
will be subject to the p;·ovisions of the 
Liquot· Act. Is it proposed that the Liquor 
Act shall apply in its entirety to the whole 
of the Ba bind a area? For fhe information 
of hop. meml;ers, I may point out that under 
the ::-lugar VI arks Act of 1911 the Babinda 
sPgar-mill was authorised to be constructed 
"? wel! as another mill. It was also pro­
Vldod m that Act !hat a certain defined area 
should bo the benefited area within the mean­
ing of the Act, and that within that area 
the provisions of the Liquor ·Act should not 
apply-that a license should not be granted 
and !hat, in effect, it should be a " dry,; 
area. In order to gtve effect to that, the 
present Treasurer-who \Vas Treasurer on 
that ace ,,sion-cancellcd two licenses which 
existed in the area at the time of the pasJ­
Ing of the Ineasure, and cornpew"ation fron1 
t~e State revenue was given to those 
licensees. In the cam of one I know of I 
~mder.st_and that the compensation was in 
thu viCm_tty of £2,000, and that hotel, so far 
a~ .granting a h~ense or exercising the pro~ 
'1s10ns of the hcense was concerned came 
to an :'nd. Later on, after the builcling of 
t~e mill, . the G'?vernment in po1\ er at the 
tnn_e dc1ded, m accordance with their 
pohcv, to carry out the experiment of having 
a State-owrwd and State-controlled hotel in 
that area. In addition to that, owing to the 
deve~opment that took place at Babinda, 
meVJtably as the r~sult of the building of a 
U:Ill , and the growmg of sugar-cane in the 
dtstrJCt, a demand was made for suitable 
accon1rnodation. 

_\ hotel was built at Babinda and has 
been run , uccessfully, gaining the encomiums 
of all th'?se who have been guests within it. 
In addttlon, 1t has provided adequate and 
substantial accommodation for a large number 
of employees in the mill during the crushing 
season. The hotel, therefore, has been a 
success both from the point of view of the 
conveniencn of th~ public and the point of 
vww of an enterpnse. However, the Mini<tnr 
has stated that it is the Government policy 
to d1spose of that hotel to a private imlividunJ 
or individuals, and, in order to do that, he 
desires that a license may be granted. 

nbviously, the hotel wo11ld be of little value 
as a boarding or accommodation house with­
out the convenience of being able to supply 
the beverages covered by a license under the 
Liquor \et. I consider that it is a retro­
grade step to dispose of the hotel. Apart 
a 1together from my belief in the principle 
of State enterprise as a matter of policy, a 
definite case can be made out in favour of 
thr~ control of a hotel by the State. l do 
not propose to delay the Committee at this 
juncture by stating that case, other than to 
point out out that during its opel'ations, from 
the economic and social points of view and 
otherwise, the hotd has been a success. ang 
I think it is a mictake to dispcw of it now.' 

I now come to the question of the license. 
I hold the view that, if this area is going to 
he opened for a license for one hotel, then 
the area as a " dry " a rea should be abolishe-d 
in its entiretv and the whole district should 
( onw within ·the .~.cope of the gcn{c\ral liquor 
laws of the Stctte. As a rL_.u!t of repeated 
requests, we omitted the South Johnstone 
area from tho provisions of the i:lugar \\'arks 
Act of 1911 which had created it a " dry " 
area, like !he Babinda area. The Liquor 
Act then automatically came into operation 
at South Johnstonc, and, the citizens wore 
able to demand a poll on the question of 
whether or not licenses should be granted. 
I claim that that is the procedure which 
ought to be followed in this case. 

The 8ECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It \Yill be. 

:'vir. W. FORGAN SMITH: It is proposed. 
to gin' the people the opportunity to demand 
a poll? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: ·when the 
ti!118 arrivr···, 

::\Ir. W. FORGAN SMITH: If the hon. 
gentleman follows the position in its entirety, 
he will realise that now is the lime !o apply 
that provision, otherwise certain rights 
'' hich people in other districts have will be 
denied tu those in the Babinda area. In a 
\. ord, my contention is that the whole area 
should be brought within the scope of the 
Liquor Act, and the people within the areo. 
should han the same right that is enjoyed 
by other citizens throughout the State of 
deciding whether there shall be licenses in 
tlw area or not. I am opposed to the motion. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): I would like 
to have some definite information as to 
what the proposal of the Minister ie. I do 

• not propose to traYerse the ground coYercd 
by the Leader of the Opposition, but I would 
point 011t that, if this hotel is sold and the 
provisions of the Liquor Act are not applied 
to the whole area, somebody will get a 
monopoly of a license in that· area for at 
lea,.,.t six years. I take it that a local option 
poll lannot be held for another six years. 

The SECRETABY FOR RAILWAYS: That applies 
to every hotel in the State. 

Mr. POLLOCK: lf this hotel is sold and 
the public are given ~n opporhmity to apply 
for other license,, it will moan the depre­
ciation of the value of this hotel. \Ve want 
to know, and \Ve are entitled to know, what 
it is proposed to do. All wo want is informa­
tion. It is an astounding thing that the 
Minister refuses to give that definite informa­
tion. He introduces the Bill, and he asks us 
to \Dte "Yf'"'-" or "No" upon it w-ithout 
info,·ming us as to what we are doing. \Ve 
wern denied !he right to secure information 
at the initiatory stage, and, if we do not 

Mr. Pollock.] 



260 Babin·Ja State Hotel Sale Bill. [ASSE:.\lBLY.] Babinda State Hotel Sale Bill. 

secure th(~ ne '2S:mry Information at this 
stage, ~-,(• 1uay 1-!nd out at the following 
r:.tuge. after the Orcler of I_..jcave has bp.;n 
esbibli>hcd. that we arc unable to move any 

\vhatcvcr against the pl·opo:-,-ds 
, (_'l'l1lncnt. I l1ov. ask for a plain 

statement by the ~\Iinister as to 
a nionorJoly is to be given in this 

. area h· the sale of this hotel, and for how 
long tllat llOIWpo]y will continue. 

The SECRETARY FOH LABOUR A:<iD INDUSTRY: 
There "ill be no monopoly. 

:\I e. PULLCJCK: If tho sale of tho hotel 
hkc, !•lace within tho next two or three 
month"· v hat ti1nc will elapse before an 
opportuni.,~ j:3 gi\TCn to secure other licenses 
in the .• rea '? 

Tho SECRETAHY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
\Vhotcvc1· the Liquor Act sa)s. 

l\-Ir. rOLLOCK: For the informn.tion of 
the ~.Iinister, let me tell him that the Liquor 
Art ::-a vs that anoth2r license cannot bo 
obtnino~1 for .another six voar3. Therefore, 
in a vrohibibnn area tho~ Lk>vernment are 
givir1:::: a l1~cnsc and a monopoly to a private 
indiYiclual for another six years. 

The Sr;cRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That applies 
to cn•t·y hotel in Queensland. 

Mr. POLLUCK: Wo want the information 
cldi11i+c'y so thc,t we may know how to 
YOL. I i i, an extraordinary thing that the 
r.Iini,ter \\oulcl not give the information until 
it v· ~s literally dra-:;gcd out of hiu1. 

In adcliiioJC, I \\'J.>1t to k!F)W whether thi> 
hotl'l is to be twld at a valuation, and who 
are io be the valnators. That is inforruation 
that a:. a responsible Pnrli·1rrh~n1, <.::.hou.ld 
kno~>'.' fore we affix our itnpritnatur to the 
:-,!le of a ;--.ncer'"sful busin2s.;;; .su.::h n.s this. 
I arn c king that the G-o;,Tt:l'i1nu· at ~hould 
not giYc this Lnsint)ss a"'.va .. Y. It is a success­
ful bn ,i Ill'~~. \Vo do not v. ish to scn a n1ollo­
poly giY<~H io a friend of tho Go\·e:cnnlent 
by any hoic-and-corncr method. PcrsoLa.lly. 
I do not wish to sec this hotel sold: but, if 
it is to be wld, then I want to see it cold 
so that the State will secure tho full value. 

)lr. J\1AHER: So eay we all. 

:\[r. HAXLON (Itliaca): I rise chiefly to 
ref' ·tc 1 he statement made by the Minister 
when moving the resolution that his party had 
rcccivcJ a mandata from the people io dis­
pose of State enterprises. I have heard 
so~1e rath( r n.~Inarkable cla.in1~ :;:na.de by hon. 
uwmbcn opywsite during the fow wec•k; that 
I have lw: n sitting here; hut I think that 
is about the most ren1arkable one that J 
have heard. I think it shades entirely the 
clain1~ -,11adc by the hon. member for Rock­
hampton tl.e c,ther evening. If the :iYiinister 
will reflect for one moment, ho will recollect 
that in 1918 his party went to the country 
on an anri-Staie (·nterprise~ prograrnme. 
The abolition of State enterprises was the 
main pl<mk in tlw Nationalist platform in 
1920. a,ain in 1923. and again in 1926; and 
on each occasion that platform "as turned 
down hy the people. The people wanted 
none of this programme of abolition of State 
enterprises. 

The ll'.andate which the hon. gentleman 
•le.tes be received from the people exists 
entirely in his imagination, exactly in the 
"ame \''ay as the ghosts of the £2,000,000 and 
the 10,000 jobs. Those arc the only things 
on v,·hich the Govcrrnnent received a man­
date. It is not claimed bv the Government 
th.1t the programme which they submitted 

[J1r. Pollock. 

to the eeople at the last election differed 
Jll anv ~ .. ·a .. fron1 the progra1nme submitted 
to thl; jleoplo at the fiYe proYiou~.; .elections 
P:>.:cept in the matter of the £2,000.000 and 
1 he 10.000 job:<. The statement of the 
~\li.ni__;tcr is o ridiculous that It i~ harJ ._,o 
beiicye tbat i! could be made by a man 
o_cupy~PS' the re~ponsible position of 
:~Iini-,t(T . 

I slnccrdv regret that the Speaker is not 
plT.<Pnt in the Chamber in order to hear 
th<' amo<mt of information which the Minis­
t 1: gaYe to the Committee when introducing 
the Hili. The manner in which this resolu­
tion ha> been moved by the Minister has 
_ .. I 1pl-· ju,tifiecl the claim made by the 
Lead·_ r of the Opposition that those Bi!ls 
hould be clebotccl at a previous stage. The 

:\Iini>ter inclica',, d that the Bill was intended 
n do c<:rbin thillp ,, but he merely shook or 
nodded hi· bead in ans\':er to questions 
leY('llcd at hirn bv hon. n1ernbcrs on this 
~ir1 ~ of thP Ch--"rnbCr ·who have endeavoured 
to Plicit further jnformation frOIIl him. rfhe 
('._1 mittec will be just as much in doubt 
at tlL <·om luc;on of this stage of the Bill 
a•, to \dwt is to be accomplished by the Bill 
a , ·wh('li ea dic-r in the afternoon we gave 
1utYP to introdnce it. In con1n1on courtesy 
to the Committ::- c tlH~ ~linister should give 
LkL:Lils of what it is p1·oposed to accorr1plish, 
in orclcr that \\C' might form some idea of 
\\'hHt \H' are Yotmg for. The .i'.1inistcr has 
11ot beut f'f)UrtC'ou"· to hon. 1nembers, nor has 
], , b,•cn h i1· to the people, of Quecnsla:1d. 
H.· i> t>sing the majority sitting bchmcl 
hirn for thl' purpos0 of :ir .. troducing _legisla­
tion -.,~-itlJOut giYing the representatives of 
tlw people, and especially hon. members 
sittinf;· on the Opposition side, who rcpre-
5C11t YC'l'V nc:n+r as n1auv electors as hon. 
members. sittin<;" on the Gcn·crnment benches 
despite th0 disparity jn their numbers, ~-;omo 
idea of ·.hat i_, intended to be accomphshed 
by this Bill. 

Mr. KF.RR (l'nog(Jcra): The line of 
elf l:ate adopted bv the Opposition seems 
c;;::traorclinarv to 1iu~. Thf: bu~iness-paper 
inclicat! . to ·hon. members that at this stage 
of the Bill thcv arc onlv asked to sa:> 
Wh0t]wr it i desirable to sell the Babincla 
hot0l and i""uc a l!ccnse in regard thereto. 
Tlu;t is plainly and definitely sot out in the 
n1otion "\YC an' now discussing. Surely the 
Opposition can make up their minds w~ether 
thi,; hotl'l ,,Jwll bP sold or whether a license 
shall he withheld! If the Opposition are 
of opinion :hat no license should b,·• i;,ucd 
jn that arr•a, the:v should say so, instead 
of :cttempting to sidetrack the issnc as they 
did on the previous Bill, and have clone 
fnr cl,• ··s past. It is not obligatory for the 
J\Iini:;;ter to give information at this stage, 
bui I om desiron' of finding nut where the 
Opposition stan<h in this matter. \Ve know 
that und01' the Sugar \Vorks Act of 1911. 
introducer! b.- the Treasurer when he was 
Trc -~surer 0( a former Administration, the 
two hotc·ls wbich were previously licensed 
in this rea "\verP- delicensed and went out 
of existence. That Act remained on the 
,tatu.te-book when the late Governrnent came 
into power in 1915, but, after having been 
rc-elccteLl in 1917, they turned around and 
establislwd the State hotel at Babincla. They 
did not grant '' license, as it was not neces-

ll'\' to "clo RO, but they gave a permit for 
the sale of intoxicating liquor in the hotel. 
The Mini,ter has stated that the polic;.· of 
this partv is not i·o retain State enterprises 
in any shape or forn1. 
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~--Tr. D:~n: \Yhat about rni1way refrt:~h-
n:c11t-roon1~ 

".\Ir. liAKLOK: ·what. about the State 
Go,·crnHH'nt Insurance Office? 

)!l·. KERH: Hon. members opposite should 
be the I ,(, poo;llc in the wol'ld to speak on 
this 1naiter, b_:can"c, IY~cn the ncrrr1itt"d 
th · qjp of intoxic~ting liquor in the Babindct 
hoici, thr.; ur:qnc.tionably broke the law. I 
~u1n1it that raihva\ refre:-hn1cnt-roon1s and 
~nch })hll_(_:; under GoYernn1ent control can 
do prett · much as they like; and perhaps 
tl~c Babjnda hotel came under that catr,r:;ory. 
-"--\t any Tatc, it ,,-as in a sha1ncle'·S pcsit1on, 
because the Crown could not prosecute the 
'"'"wger of that hotel for breaches of the 
lic,Por la>Y, seeing that they ,-ould. in effect, 
lJe proscc-:_1ting- tbemselycs. Th0rc IYFI~ noth-

to for rxample, th~t Snnda:· trading 
e-o 011. 

0, .•c ~no:; J\fE}JBERS : \Yh~ t a bout the 
~\lini~ter? 

::-Ir. J(lQ::lR: The 2\Iinister i~ son1e hun­
drc,cls of rnile·, awaY. \Yho :is to see 1f 
Sund~y trading is ca~rr:ied 011? Apart frorn 
all other factors, it is only right that such 
an uudcrtaking should be co::1duct · d hy 
,ouwbud:c other than the Crown. The State 
ha' rrn a,sct to sell. and to bring about thBt 
f •Je jt. is nccc;;;:sarv that a licen5e should 
i"'.~ur-. 1wcall'"C, as ~n acconliT.iodatic-~1 house 
o,lll,, t],., 13,';. bind~ hotel migh~ just a~ well 
c.o·-e np. l hC' Govornrnont uo not rntend 
to ~ncrif'.{'e the asset., and d10 question for 
( _n iclcr:d }on no\v is the dc,.!rablcness of 
introducing- 1c;is1ation to pcn11it the pur~ 

er of that hotd to obtain a license. At 
proper ~tago the J\iini :!01· concerned \vill 

l"iYf' hon. rncmbers anv other information 
v. ~l ich thf•v d[ sire. ~ 

:\I r P'lLLOCK: \Ye ha Ye heard those 
" before. 

r~rr. I{ETIR: Tho Goycrnn1crn ·~·ill hononr 
nny IJi'Orrli ,o ~hat the~T nwke. -whereas th(~ 
hon. n1crnbcr ,,·ho has interjected fol1o,ved 
n CoYerLmont that did not hesitate to keen 
l:ack inforr Jation fro!.n hon. l11f nlbe-rs then 
''' Om•oeition. Thd hon. memb.-r. who 

r, c,n authoritv on tlw Standing 
knows r1erfel'tly well that at the 

<nh'-"cpwnt >'tages of the Bill all information 
\Yjll be giYC'll. 

~ Tr. PoLLOCK: That is not true. 

).Ir. KERR: \Vln- "aste the time of tho 
r·mnrnittee? Surelv the Comn1ittee can 
deride now on the" desirableness of intra, 
cln('ing- 1Pgisl'ltion on the two factors involved 
~!)) Tlw sale of the hotel. am! (2) the i· sue 
of a llc0nsC' to the purchaser? ?\o more 
time should be wasted at this stc·g-o. 

:IIr. WI:.JSTA:"i'LEY (Que,, ton): The hon. 
llH':rnber for Eno::gera has contributed his 
nu or;; (q the "ast.e of time to which he has 
rdorrrd. althon<;"h he has contributed noth­
ilW dso to the debate. :--Jotwithstanding 
what lHtS been said, this i~ the tin1e 1vhen 
information should be given: and the 
~linister .concerned i3 distinctlv unvvise in 
tlH' attitude he is adopting, particularly after 
'"" haYe heard so much about co,operctticn 
nnd s\vert rea~onab1cnc.;3, One of the reasons 
why stonewalling has taken place is that 
the· ;\Iini,ter has rdused to giYe information 
th L· v, as a8ked for. 

Mr. ICERR: Then you admit that you are 
dnne\vall:ing? 

rrh8 SECRET.\RY FOR LADOUR AXD INDl-"TRY: 
'Tiwr~ rs nothing more to tell the hon. 
member. 

:\fr. \VTNSTANLEY: If the hon. g-entle­
man has told us all he knows and ~thinks 
ihat is quite snfficicnt, then I can only say 
th<lt h't"3 does not kno~.y every rnnch about 
his job. · 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: \Yhat do 
you ,,,ant to kuo\v? 

Mr. WINSTAXLEY: All rhe salient 
points in (·"Jnnc"--tiou ,, ith that Bill ought tc~ 
b(~ explained nO\\-. Everybody k~:ows that 
il1i;; \Y<lS a prohibition area unck•r the Sugar 
\Yorko Ac: and, when ihe Lc.'Jom' Party 
eatnP i~1t.o l)()\n'l', 1 h conditio~·~ in the 
B-1hindu area \'VC're such that it \\·as thonght 
\';isc to rstab!i,,h in that area a Star, hotel. 
\Yhen 1 hai ho1 d \Y8.3 f'Stabli:-;hed. 110 doubt 
11: 'r<' \Vns a good deal of ~1prorrr about -it, 
nncl tl1c pl'C'S'.'ni" TrLUUl rr Oil e-. <)ry oppor­
tunit:- ihat pre·entcd its·"lf pointed ont that, 
iE his 0pirtion, thP Labonr Party had broken 
the lrr-..Y. The Ltbour Go\·crmnH"!.t clid not 
hrc.tk Hw lal". That area is still a prohibi, 
1 ion n.rc.a, aucl this hotel. under c '<::isting 
c·ondili,-n~. can onl.v bP sold n~ ~t lllOllOl.:.d . 

It i", OEP th~ng to give the St at£' a rr1onopoly 
in that al'·-'a and qnih~ another proposition 
for n l):riynte inLliYidual to be giy. n a n1ono­
pol~-. ·ender iho prcst•nt Liquor "\et the 
indi,-iclllal \Yho buys thClt hotel >Yill get a 
n1onopol~7 in thi ~ ~'trea.. lf there i.s going 
io br a n1onopoly. ii: will certain}~· !nake a 
[,rent dill'N. nco in the price paid for the 
proJwrty from what will be paid if there 
1~ no n1onopoly. l\1s cont.cnrion is that 
there will be no oppol'lUJ:ity for c;ranting 
other lircnse a~ it is a, prohibition area, 
and for a Ycry long time I do not think 
any Yote ran be taken under the local option 
clauses. 

rJ~he SECRETARY FOH R,\IL\VAY~: It 1.\.ill be 
broug-ht under the Liquor Act. 

::\1r. WJ:"i'ST. \;\JLEY: The Sr:J : trv for 
Rnih, aYs ~ccn ~ to kno\V more about it' than 
the Mi'nistcr in charge of t·he Bill. If the 
hon. :;entleman >vi!! look after the raih,·ays 
he will haYo as rnuch a" l1c can 1nanagc. 
Fro1n general infornu:ttion obtained fron1 tra­
Yellers. thorc is no question about the con­
duct of that hotc'l. It is franklv admitted 
that it is one of the best-conducted hotels 
in the State, and there is nothing in what 
the hon. r:ne1nbcr for Enoggcra had to say 
a bout prosecut-ions. \Yhile it i:, the propc'rty 
of the Statc the individual in charge has 
no indtK~ernf:~nt to bruLk ihc law. and ceJ~­
tain]-:; no inch1c-f mcnt. 1o -v. Jl k O\rerti1ne. The 
f·onditions urP qnitl~ different froL1 ~·;hat they 
\•.rould be under priv·1 te Grd t'rprise. Fur­
ther inforn1ation 8hould be given on the 
matter. but eYidentlv the :\Iinister does not 
know -anything abou't it or else he does not 
care-I am incli1wd to think that he does 
not care. The hon. gcntletnan has been 
appealing to different classes in the corn, 
mnnitv to be frank and straightforward­
to ptit ilwir cards on the table and eo, 
opcmte with him in doing what he thinks is 
thu best tiling· for the community~but his 
}>resent attitude is the very antithesis of 
those speeches of his. I arri quite confident 
that. if he continues his present method of 
eondm ting- busim 'S in this House, he will 
find that ~his business will not go thwugh 
yery ox peel i tiously. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABODR AKD IKDUSTRY : 
\\'hat does the hon. member for Queenton 
want to know? 

}'fir. Winsta11 7ey.] 



262 Babinda State Hotel Sale Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Babinda State Hotel Sale Bill. 

l\lr. WINSTANLEY: 'l'he hon. member 
for Enoggera said that this Bill is only 
carrying out the GoYcrnrnent's policy to 
dispose of Sta.te enterprises. I£ they are 
~arrying out their policy in some directions. 
I caunot unde"'tand why they aro nGt doing 
so in <,ther directions. For example, the 
raihva v refreshrnent-rooms are on exactlv 
the '<line footing as this State hotel, The~· 
arc not subject to tho licensing laws, as 
they are run as a property belonging to the 
Cw•.nJ. I do not think the Railway Depart­
Il1E'h~ h~s a.ny right to receiv0 revenue from 
dJOsE' institutions if the Govcrn1nent are 
goi11g to crrrry out their policy of doing away 
with State enterprises und allowing private 
enterprise to have a " free go." It is the 
same in other directions. They are not 

·going to abolish the Yarrr,man State saw­
mill. I can understand the Government 
having u policy and carrying out that policy; 
but I cannot U'lderstand a milk-and-water 
policv like thiF. It is a kind of "sha.ndv­
gaff '' policy. Tho Minister would be well 
,,d,·iscrl if he gave the Committee the 
information asked for. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABODR AND INDUST::lY : 
·what information do you want? 

::VIr. \VI::-.JSTANLEY: I want to know 
what the position is in reference to this 
hotcl-whr·ther it is going tP haYe a n1ono­
poly. ::\Ty contention i-- thac it is. \Yell. 

no private indiYidual has a right 
[4.30 p.m.] to a monopoly in that area. If 

the Jl.lini,ter want' to get his 
Biils throug-h the Ch:m1her, he will bo ·,::ell 
advi:-:0d to give tho informrd.ion which i~ 
asked for. ctnd he will find that he will 
CO'ldP~·t his bus1nt'<:>:-; rnuch n1ore to his O"\Vll 
satisfaction, as well as to Hw sati .• fa~tion 
of me1nbcrs of the Opposition. 

_ ~lr. BRL:CE (Ernneriy): The hon. mem· 
ber for Enog·~·era stated that the Opposition 
should definitely say whether they are 
opposed to tho Bill before us. \Ve are 
opposed to it, lw:an~c 1;;e Ul'C in favour of 
State control of the liquor traJ.e as against 
private C'ontrol. Th0n the question is '' hcthcr 
a monopoly is to be given to the indiYidual 
who is going to g-et the Babinda hotel. 
EY"ryone admits that, during th0 period 
of State control of the Babinda hotPl traYel 
lcrs, ae< well a·,, local people, we;·e >Yell 
en terrd for in regard to acconunodation. 
Xot only that. but there was a rc,,traim 
on the sale of liquor to those who bad hacl 
sufficient, or morP than sufficient, for i_h0ir 
O\\·n pPr~onal good. Generally speaking·, tlv=­
Babinda hotPl lms been an example of 
' h<1t State control should be in regard to 
the liquor tracle·-a shining e,;ample as 
oppose cl to private control. If tnis hotel 
is to lJc handed over to a pri,·ate individu>tl 
who i,; p:oincr to have :t monopoly of this 
area, and a fre€\ open " go" therC', then 
the u-cnPral ~OrtP of the sugar-gro\ving coln­
munitv. in whom the Labour members are so 
much" interested, will be hampered by the 
sale of liquor under private control as 
opposed to State control. and, generally 
spcakins;. it will be another example, a-; 
in the c1sc of the State but.c1wr shops, of 
a re,~·drd for sorne pPrson who 1,~as energetic 
ou llt 11 Ma" last in tho interests of th•' 
GovF'::t•rJl('nr. 

Throucrhout the historv of this hotel the 
advantage of retaining 1t under State con­
trol has been proved. It has not been a. 
losing proposilion. One of tho :trguments 

[Jlr. Winstanley. 

in favour of abolishing State cnterpri2es has 
been that dHP,~ have not hcen an af-1set to 
the Stotc; but the Babinda hotel has been 
an a"c" to tho State. If it were dealt with 
on the lines of oth~r State enterprises which 
tho Government are retaining because they are 
::< n a~:::ct to the State, there is every reason 
whv c:JO Babinda hotel should be retained. 
The Minister should giYe full information 
a:-; to '"'·hether other license.; are to be 
granted in the area. I believe, contr=try 
to th~~ irr1pn ·~ion of thB hon. rnenrbcr for 
Que,~nton, that further licenses \vere cJ.rried 
cove!·ing· this arla but ·were pr Ycnted from 
I1Ping ~i ·.·en dtcs.::l tc owing to r:he opera Lion 
of t!w Sug-a,- \Vorks Act. If this hotel is 
going to hr~ sold, are further licens._.s to be 
gr,1!lted in the area' L:nder priYate cder· 
prisP the nrore hotels you have Ill a 1oraht:v 
the bett'T for the general public. \Vhen 
\VC had an increase in the nu1nber of licenses 
in the Ing-ham district, a portion of _which 
I rCJ1rOsent. and in the :Mount I m d !strict, 
the newlv-r:_Aing mining town in the far 
north-w .,t of Qucemland, the accommoda­
tion g ul'r'all~ was wondcrfull:v in1provcd. f.or 
tr.cvellers and others who had to nt1lrse 
hotels as places of accommodation. There­
foro. it is vitallv important that w<' should 
know whether the issue of licemc is likc•ly 
to b_, Pxtcndcd, and I can see nn rcasJn \Yhy 
thit; inforrnation should not be giyc-n by 
t b<: ::,rin i ,,h,r. 

:1Ir. \'.'. FORGAN S;\IITH (Jiuckay): 
There i another matter on which I should 
like infornation from the Minister. It has 
to do '· ii h who t might be called the dual 
nun1o~::e \Yhich is now carried out by the 
1\ binda hotel. Under the Shearers and 
:-iu.r.ll· ·workers Accommodation Acts the 
suiar-rnill in tbat area is required to pro­
Yidc adr-:,nuclte accon1modation for mill 
C'n-.plo~-cl ~ B agreement \Yi':-.h those con-
C'(l't1Pd. Babinda hotel undertake. that 
fuuction 1 he mill, and the f'tr.ployecs at 
r hP ntill goct hoard anrl lodging at tl!t? State 
Ln1el 11t '-'certain fixed ratn.s in accordance 
1,·irh the -"Ugar inclnstry a·ward. Thcr,~ has. 
b, ,:>n no Y<-n:iation in tho price d1arged to 
tbo,c boarders since the hotel was built. 
I it pro nosed that the pnrchaser 0f th, 
hotel shall takE' on a similar obligation 
towan1-: tbe rnill n1anagen1cnt? Othcnvise 
it ,,.]1 1 he incurubcnt on the fanners, \vho 
own the mill. to erect barracks to comply 
with the Act I have mentioned. 

I '"~nt to f':U[lhasisc another point which 
I nwdc before.' The Minister say.; that the 
Liqno"' Act "·ill apply to the area on the 
na"ing- 0: this Bill. There is not a lot of 
information in that, and the hon. gentleman 

to nclont a lVIachiecvellian attitudG when 
, thO:t information and nods his head 

in an airirrnatiYe or negative fashion. About 
twc years aro a poll \\as taken in the elec­
.omte in which the I3abinda area is s1tuated. 
a1:d it \'LlS dccjrlcd in faYOlU of the granting 
of additional JicPnses. In accordance with 
th,_~ Liquor Act, new licen~es haye conse~ 
qtvntly~hl'en granted in that electorate. I\o 
YCJtB. ho~,\ ever, was taken in the Babinda 
are;;. );one could lJe taken. because of the 
Sugar \Vorks )let of 1911. The information 
the Committee want is whether, although 
the Liqum· Act may appl.\· to the Babincle. 
, r-"'a ,o far os the operations of this hotel 
are oncerncd, the purchaser, nevf'rthelp·.s, 
will have a monopoly at least until 1935. 
:\o loc 1l cption poll on the question of 
whc·iher additional licenses can be granted 
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{'an be taken in that area until 1935, unless 
this Bill makes proYision for the holding 
within the Babinda area of such a referen­
dum. Is it intended that that shall be dor.e? 
If that is not done, apparently the Minister 
will give a monopoly to the purchaser of 
this hotel for six vears. Our contention is 
that the Liquor Act should be applied there, 
and that, il licenses arc to be granted in 
the area, they should be granted under the 
same conditions as apply to the electorate 
gencndly. I know the area quite well. It 
ox tends from Harvey Creek to the Russell 
River. There is room in that area for at 
least three hotels to provide adequate ~ccom. 
modation for the people; but, under the 
general liquor laws. the people themsdvcs 
should have the right to decide whether those 
hotels shall be e,tablished or not. As far 
a; I can gather the Minister's intent;on from 
his attitude, I assume that it is propo·;ed to 
sell to an indiYidual a license which will 
have the currency granted under the Liquor 
Act, and that in his operations the purchaser 
will be subject to that Act, but that he ,,,ill 
have a monopolv until the next local option 
poll in 1935. · 

Mr. COOPER (TJremcr): I should like to 
ll'ive the Minister an opportunity of supply­
wg us with the information i'hat we desire, 
and I am satisfied that, if a question is 
addressed to him, he will answer it. I would 
like to know whether the Bill provides that 
the purchaser of the hotel shall also be 
granted a license. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL WAYS : Yes. 

Mr. COOPER: I am asking the Minister, 
whom l r~cognise as the authoritv on this 
matter. · 

The SECRETARY FOR LAROGR AND INDGSTRY: 
\V hat do you think the Bill is for? 

Mr. COOPER : I know the hon. gentleman 
is a good Australian. and I know that a 
good Australian will nOt say'' yes" or "no," 
without asking furtho1· quPstions. I take it 
that the Bill doe" pro.-ide that the purchaser 
shall be granted a license. 

The SELREfARl FOH LABOUR AXD lXDl:STRY: 
Read the title. 

Mr. COOPER: \Yill the Bill also proyide 
for the granting under the present liquor law 
of a license in the area without a local 
option poll? le it right that in one portion 
of the State it should be possible to secure 
a liquor license in a manner denied to other 
portions of the State by the same liquor 
law? I thi:1!~ these arc very fair questions 
that the Mm1stcr should answer to satisfv 
our search for information as to the content's 
of the Bill. I am satisfied that we are 
<>ntitled to know that. I am satisfied. that 
a big mistake will be made in disposing of 
a hotel that has been conducted so well and 
has been of such benefit to an area as the 
Babinda State hotel. Personallv, I would 
prefer to sec no hotel there at all; but, 
if liquor must be so],d there. I prefer it to 
be sold by the State under the guardianship 
of .the Minister rather than by private enter­
pnse. Everybody who has visited that hotel 
know·1 of the wonderful wav in whieh it has 
been crmductcd, and know~ of the splendid 
accommodation that it has given to the sugar 
workers m that area-accommodation that is 
not procurable elsewhere for anything like 
the same money. It will be a standing dis­
grace to this Committee if it allows the 
passage of a Bill that will rob the men work-

ing- in that industrv of such a benefit. In 
addition, the farmers who are working the 
mill on a co-operatiye basis will have to 
incur a Yery big expense in provi·ding .accon1· 
modation for their workers. It mav be that 
the Bill provides for that. If it does, then 
the Minister should save the time of t'he 
Committee b,v saying that it does. I ask 
the Minister if it makes any such provision. 
It is a great pity that we cannot secure the 
information. because I am satisfied that, if 
it is provided in the Bill, then we are simply 
beating the air, but, if it is not provided. 
then the Minister should take the opportunity 
now of widening the scope of his measure 
to allow it to bo done, and thus relieve us 
of a great deal of anxiety. I sincerely trust 
that the :'\linister will depart from his 
prhent attitude of dumbness. Let him sit 
amongst the secrdaries and presidents of the 
unions that he addrc-,sed a little while ago. 
when he asked them to display a spirit of 
co-operation >vith him in his desire to work 
hand in hand _,·ith one objective and to 
consult ,., ith each other to see what thev 
could or could not do for the advancement 
of industrv. Let me see if the Minister will 
do sOJneth.ing now for t'he advancement of this 
Committee, by telling the Committee what 
he proposes to do. It was very excellent 
ach-ice that ho ::;ave to those representatives 
\1 hen he met them the other dav. and he 
should now take a little of his o\vn advice 
for himself, which would be very excellent 
indeed. I trust that he will give us the 
information we desire. In view of the fact 
that the Minister declines to gi1·e the infor­
Ination wP s0ek, I take it it i~ not contained 
in the Bill. 

::VIr. C'OLLI::\S (]Jo;"en) : I do not propose 
to deal to an:, extent with the ques­
tion raised b:c the Leader of the Opposi­
tion. but to confine mv remarks to tha.t 
portion of thP rcsolutioil whif'h asks us to 
consider the clesirablcncros of introducing a 
Bill to enable the Commissioner of Track 
to sell the Babinda State hotel. I liste'ned 
to the few words uttered bv tlw Minister 
b,- v:av of explanation when. he introduced 
ihe Bill. He stated that the Go-cc·rnment 
belirw in the doctrine that it is the duty 
of Go-..-ernn10nts to govern and not trade. 
That is a verv old chc· tnut which I have 
heard fot· the ·best p.~rt nl' my !if<', but no 
Government up to the present tirrre have 
bren ablt' to put ihat doNrinc into pradice 
to ii·s fullest extent. Tho l\linic;t2r well 
kno.,-s that in Great Britain during the 
,,.: ar it ,~,·as fonrrc1 nccc~·mrv to assun1e control 
of certai" hotels and nin them under the 
et·. tro1 0f t!H~ Go~;crJHP~;1t. 

~fr. T~ERH: I !1 a tirne of emergency. 

Mr. COLLIKS: When th0 Bill reaches 
the second reoding stage I shall deal with 
the cp_re~1 icn of the Btitish Gov~~rnrnent con­
trolling hotels at the pre,ent time >Yhen 
no ."tdP of Vial' exists. 

At ''.~6 p.m. 

'I b" CH umr.1x resumed tlw chai L'. 

:!\Ir. ( OLLIKS: The Babinda Si &te hotel 
hrrs p·oyec! a profitable unrlert,uring, for 
altogether it has shown a profit to the 
State d £32.401. A short time ago I heard 
the hon. rnember for Burnctt advocate the 
creel ion of new schools in his electorate. 
The profit earned by the 13abinda State hotel 
in the vear 1927-28 was £4.261 Ss. Sd. That 
profit ,~-ould build a good , few rural schools 

J1lr. CoUins.] 
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·without [tr!y chnrge on ihc eo! olidnt ,d 
J'C\"f'llUe. 

:!\1r·. KERB.: Do hlll hclievc> in the State 
~elling beer in ordCr to build ~chooh; ·: 

Mr. C::OLLI:C..:S: Yes. The profit could 
not h0 pt~t to lJ~tter u·"P, The l;rofits could 
be used m on,· St1te schools to tc.yl1 the 
children the advantages of prohibition. As 
on• v,rho b0licv0s iu State cnterpris.es. I 
oppose the introduei·ion of thi .. , Bill. and I 
would not b.• ·.·orth mv .a]t if I did not 
oppose it fer all that { am worth. It has 
Jlrov.•d to be one of the most profitable of the 
State undprta 1 jng~. All I am SOJTY for is 
that mor·c> State h~tels •.c.e not built 'in order 
that thE> Str.i.o should assume complete con­
trol "f the hquor trafftc nltimatc>lv. I had 
('),_pcricnct! in the Babinda. arC~! lovng before 
the sugar mill wcts (•sta blished. and when 
there~ ·n:::~ a r)riYntcly-O\Yl1Cd hotf'l there. I 
lut·. <' tran•lled over a great de~! of QuePns­
~aLd and haYe SCdl the conditions obtaining 
1n rnany hotPls, and, as one who has visited 
BabimL 'in~ ' the State hotel has been in 
op'.'l'rrtion, I can ur hc,,itatingly t-ay that a 
!.!.Tt1t d{~al of fTC'd~t t\·as :1uc to the Labour 
~._j-oyenJn1ent for erecting the hotel in quct"tion. 

~\?_r. \Y. FoRG\N S)IITH: The Prirnc ;'\.Iinis­
tN said that it pro1·iclctl the beet accom­
H:!odation in Australia. 

?>lr. COLTX\JS: Quite true. I want to 
kllo·,y ,-,·bq i_s the particular person or persons 
vvhG arc gmug to get thi~ hot~~l? I read the 
·· Trade a ncl Finance " co1u:::nn of the 
.: Courier " vcr~· carefully, and hayc Hoticed 
the enormous profits that arc n'ade in Bris-
1Janc- and hotels O\Ynccl b·· co111 1a~1ics in 
the :"Outhcrn part of Au~tralia~ .L Anvo11c 
\Yho know~ tJw Babinc1a area as I kno;v it 
kno 1.Y.'i fu~l \n~ll that it is a groiYing area, 
and th;· t Ill the futun~. instead of c.upporting 
the fev. hundred people it !lOW does. it will 
be supporting thousand:". \\,..0 arc a:::ked to 
-.. otc to hand over to nn indi-..-idual or jndi­
Yiclurrls 0110 of the mo.•t profttablc• a,;,ci:s 
fron1 a proGt-produclng point of Yif'\Y that 

haY~ in ~he Statf'. lion. nlcin}Jcrs oppo-
bo]H'n? m profits. profile. proflte. They 

agl·ee that the State ehoulrl catTY out ·.cork 
w~~1c;h Jo ·s not sho\\:. profits. but a re quite 
wrJltn,o; thnt the GoYcrnment should hand 
OYer th]_,.; p 'ri-ica]n,r proftt-nroduf'inO' concern 
to private indiYidual:-3 in o1:dcr to n1t";·k1 more 
and 11101 t~ profit~. 

The 8EC''IET.\EY FOB R __ \IL\\.AYS: Y0u arc a 
losing party. 

::VIt·. COLLI:\'S: \\' P a. re a pro:~ressive 
party. Instead of introdneing a Bill of 
this desf'~·lption, the Government .. hould 
bP proYidlng- lcgi~h:tiou to ext~nd the 
principii'. Tlw Ti·ca ·urn is talkirw· a.bout 
financi:J :·iringenrv; v0t he cioes n'~t want 
profit! Childlike," the' ::\Iinistri· CGY11Ci' alono· 
with his new broom and tells men of m,': 
CC[Jrrici:cc-(hughter)-thnt it is the clut;. 
of. thc> Govrrnnwnt to govern. \Vhv ail 
du~ cant and hypocrisy? The Coverrlment 
clo not intend to clo a\\:av \Vith all the· State 
Pntcrpriscs; they arP nOt gan1o to do so. 
.-\1' cony rate. I enter m:-: protest a.gainst this 
n,ll: and I do so as one who has C011· 

si't.Pntly stood for State enterprise', and will 
contmu" to U]Jhold them. because the prin­
nplc nf Stnte tr:iding i~ sound. :Because 
ihcre have been a few- failurcs--

GOYERKo[EX1' J\.Inm~RS: A few? (Laugh-
ter.) 

:\fr. C'OLLI:'<S: \Yr• are not alweys going 
to have failures. Some of the most success-

[Jft. Oollins. 

fnl i hings to-day \vcre failures at ono time .. 
The Jhbincla State hotel enterprise was not 
a failure; and. if tlw liquor trafrie through­
out tlw StatP had been similarlv controlled 
and cli•·closl•cl a corresponding tJrorit, then 
the Government \\Ould have found them· 
sc·lvc, wiih sdl1rient funds to honour their 
election promi·e to provide 10,000 jobs. I 
protest ar·aimt ihe Bill, lock, stock, a.nd 
barn•!. because I consider it entirely wrong. 

:llt·. STOP FORD (Jf aunt 11 orr;an): The 
::\lini~tPr i~, a.-~ophng a most extraordinary 
attitude. \Vlwn I was Homo Secretary, I 

ihc fulk•.t information to hon. mem­
on cvcrv n1casuro I introduced. because 

wa> acqu;intcJ ' ith the nature of the 
le,, islation 1 \Yas introducing. I a1n sor1y 
the Treasurer is not in his scat at present. 
If that hon. gt•lltleman supports this Bill, 
then l1e i': taking nc:1rl:,T as big a smnersault 
as hn c]i.d \Yhr·n he swallowed tho '' Golden 
C'askC'1.'' Ill 1911 ihe Government of the 
da"·· whicir supported the same policy as 
the Government of to·day, introduced a 
ID '"'usul'e declaring for prDhibition in certain 
areas. 

The ~oE 'HETARY FOR R.\!LWAYS: You broke 
it. 

Mr. STOPFORD : :i\'o ! Let mc; tell hon. 
nL'nJbcrs the reason. Cnder priv .1te control, 
hotels in those areas that existed onlv for 
profit fold liquor v;hich ,Nas n1ore like puoison 
to rncn vvho \Vorked in Govcrntncnt sugar­
mills-liquor "hic·h maddened those men to 
such a:r extent that they became almost 
uu.ont··ollable. 'The Government were so 
kcC'n on their policy that they spent over 
£2,000 in paying compensation to close the 
0xisling hunses which were responsible for 
such an tinwholes.nne state of affairs. So far 
ac the Babinda area is concerned, the Labour 
Government recognised that, whilst that 
policy ·was a wise one, it had certain disad­
cantages in that it wa.s difficult to keep men 
in snch an area unless they had the comfort 
of a hotel, with it" associations. Sooner 
than revert to the condition of affairs which 
justified a.n anti-Labour Governrncnt in pass­
ing tlw Sugar \York" Act of 1911, the 
Labour Government took to themselves the 
right to provide accommodation and liquor 
ihat v:ould be wholesome for th" men who 
v,-('ro carrying on industry in that area. The 
rcsulls have clisclosed that it was a profit­
able thing. 

Hon. members opposite say they \ffint to 
c1ispo.e of this hotel in accordance with 
their policy. 'The policy enunciated by the 
Pr.::>1nler vas that they would dispo;;:A of aE 
Sbllc C'ltcrpriscs that were unprofitable. 
:'\o, .. this is a profitable State enterprise. 
\Vhv eontinu~ the railway refrcshmcnt­
roorns' I think this hotel i~ earmarked as 
a political HJ]l to f'omc of their friends. 
(Gm·<•rmncnt dissent.) I am justified, after· 
the Minister's attituJe, in adopting any 
interpretation that I like. I gave the 
Minister an opportunity to inform the Com­
mittee '"' to what he intended to do. I 
sat und waitt•d for him to disclose Lis 
views. but he has told us nothing. Tito 
UoYPrn1nent are going to give a monopo}y 
in this arf:'a for six years. Once they disposo 
of that hotel. thcv will have no further 
control, and ·they' are going to profiteer 
masmuclr as they arc going to get " price, 
if the sale is a fair one, higher th:m they 
v·oulcl !2'et if ther' was no monopoly. The 
fairest method \YOuld be to submit the ctlH'S· 

tion to a referendum of the people in. the 
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district. They have lived under the concli­
tions thPr<:>, and know what they arc. I have 
been in Babinda. and I have seen tho hotel 
closed at 8 o'clock sharp. 

A GOYERXME~'l' ::VIE~!BER: The front door. 

~.1r. STOPFORD: I have seen men refused 
a drink after 8 o'clock because the manager 
had no pcrsowt! interest in selling liquor 
after hour> 

A GovERX~!ENT ::\I EMBER: They have a 
back door. 

:11r. STOPFORD: There is no incentive 
to the managPr of the State hote.l to sell 
liquor after 8 o'clock. He is merely an 
employee. 

A GovrmNMENT 11E~!BER: Did he not sell 
after 8 o'clock? 

Mr. STOPFORD: Certain], not. One of 
the rnost dangerous things \V~ havu to con­
sider in the Korthern portion of Quce>Hsland 
i' the influx of a foreign element who are 
of a. passionate nature, and Yrho, if maddened 
with drink. as the,· will be once profiteers 
enter the Babinde1 hotel. ma" be capable of 
an:, thing. · 

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: Does that 
not apply to other parts of the State? 

::VIr. STOPFORD: That is just the argn­
ment we want. Compare Babinda with 
Innisfail ! Search the records in the court 
house! ~\t Irmisfail we have tho same set 
of peoplc·-and look at the records ! 

I am plcrtsed that the Treasurer has 
returned to the Chamber. I bave been con­
gratulating the hon. gentleman. first, upon 
s·.Y,'allo\ving the "Golden Casket," and now 
on breaking down that benevolent Act which 
the hon. gPntlcman assisted to pass in 1911 
which provided that no liquor should be solcl 
ia the Babinda sugar-works area. ='\ow 
with a foreign clement in the district, th~ 
hon. gentleman wanh; to revert to the old 
system of private profit. If the Government 
cJi,posc of the BnLind~ State hotel, then tbey 
should close every railway refreshment-room 
and dispose of en•r7 other State enterprise 

If the Minister is going to .tdopt 
[5 p.m.] the attitude of sitting back 

• 
1 

shaking . his .head, and attempt: 
rng to loo,< wrsc. he Is gomg to strrko trouble. 
I am sure the Treasurer would never go that 
far. 

The 'l'RE.\S1:RER : Some hon. members on 
your side say that I am about the hardest 
man in the world to deal with. 

Mr . .S'I'OPFORD: The hon. gentleman has 
a takmg way. (Lo,ughter.) If l\iinisters 
hav( nothing to hido and therp is 11othincr 
in their Bills that they are afraid to disclose~ 
they gcncrall~y giYc infonnation as carlv as 
possible. I hope the l\Iinistcr in charcr"e of 
this Bill will giYc ns the informatior~ we 
:1r0 -~sking for. " 

The SECR~1'ARY FOR LARGER AXD INDUSTRY : 
I ha vc giwn it all. 

_Mr. STOPFOHD: The hon. gentleman has 
grven us nothing-that is his usual way. 
How does he propose to hring tbis hotel 
under the provisions of the Linuor Act? Is 
it intnnded. under the Bill, tl1at this area 
shall automatically come under the Liquor 
Act, and that that Act is not to be amended 
tu speed up the time when tlw people 
will he frcu from the evils of that mono­
poly? Undc.r the Liqaor Act it will be 1935 
bdorc the people can take a vote. 

:'vir. KELSO: That is your Act. 

Mr. STOPFORD: That Act was passed in 
1912. (Opposition laughter.) 

:Yfr. KELSO: You altered the Act; you 
know that. 

J\Ir. STOPFORD: Not the Act-we 
extended the period. 

:Mr. KELSO: I knew vou ex~·ended the 
period-that is what I sa{d. 

An OPPOSITION ME~lBER : YOU did not say 
that. 

:\fr. STOPFORD: You will have a publi­
can growjng rich and fat in the noxt six 
,·cars. and. when the matter is submitted 
to the people, you will have one of the 
"·oa.lthiest combine··, in that area ready to 
fight you. You will fmd the Minister in 
charcre of the Bill-the Treasurer-and all 
the ';;thrv people who are averse to drink 
joining hands with the monopolistic publicani 
and, if the people are defeated at the _pol 
on that occasion, the monopoly ,. rll contmue 
for another seven yoaxs. I want son1e infor~ 
mation from the J\Iinistcr. He is not going 
to evade tho question as easily as he thinks. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Or gory): I hope the 
),Iinist0r is not g-oing to pose as one of 
those strong, dark, silent men we read about 
in an Elinor Glvn noYel. I hope he Is 
going to give us uthe information. \Ve are 
only asking for informatiop that we are 
entitled to. \Ve have a rrg-ht' to demand 
and "'" are demanding to know the details 
of this transaction that the Govermnent 
propose to carry out. I said in my opening 
remark> that t am ag-ainst the proposal 
to sell the hotel. I have no difficulty in 
making up my mind that it is not desirable 
for anv sensible man to dispoc:e of a State 
asset that has been responsible for a very 
fme profit since it was established. I think 
there is something questionable in the pro­
posal-and that is putting it mildly-to sell 
to an,·body an asset of the State--

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR Al>D I:\DUSTRY: 
It >vill be sold by public auction or tender. 

;\lr. POLLOGK: I do not care how it is 
sold, it is a Ycry questionable thing--

l\lr. MAHER: You can put in for it your­
self, if :vou like. 

:VIr. POLLOCK: It is a questionabJo 
thing for the trustee of a public asset-and 
in this instance the Secretary for Labour 
and Industn is trustee for the public of a 
property which has returned a very fine 
profit-to sell that public property to any­
body. 

A GovER:\m:NT i\lniRER: It is not going 
to bo giYcn away, 

:vir. POLLOCK : I am not sa~~iug that it 
is going to be given av~'ay. I do not know. 
\Ye cannot get any informatioJ_I. \Ve ~ave 
been herre for a long time askmg questrons 
that the Minister will not amwer. Are we 
not justified in assuming that he has som_e­
thinp; to conceal' If he has not, he will 
p;ive us that information. I say now to 
you, Mr. Robcrts, that there ar:e somG nasty 
rumours about the sale of thrs property­
YPry nast~,~ rumours-circulating in this 
district. 

Mr. KERR: \Vhy say that? 

}lvlr. POLLOCK: That is true. I am not 
o·oing to do what Mr. Vowles did >~hen he 
~'as ·here-make charges I cannot prove, but 
I am telling tho Government that there are 

M1·. Pollock.] 
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some naoty rumours about the disposal of 
this property, and I say that, when there 
arc nasty rumours, it is up to the :Minister 
in charge of the motion to givE: information 
when he is proposing to dispose of a success­
ful State enterprise. This is not an ordinary 
instance of the disposal of a State enter­
prise. It is a State enterprise out of yvhich 
we are making a lot of money, and out of 
which the purchaser can make a lot of 
money in a grow·ing ·district-an enterprise 
that is going to be more successful every 
month in this young distrid. \Vhat district 
will grow like a sugar area? I say that 
in a district such as this, when the Minister 
proposes to sell a successful business in a 
growing district, and to ghTe a monopoly 
for six vears to any one individual. he runs 
the risk- of having nasty rumours circulated, 
and, when he goes further and tefuses to 
give the representatives of the public infor­
mation as to how he is going to dispose of 
it. and whether or not it is going to 
be a monopoly, or whether he is going 
to apply the nrovisions of the Liquor Act 
to it immediately to allow that competition 
by others which hQ so often professes to 
believe in-because, if he is going to give 
a license here, why should he not giYe other 
licenses to other people in the same area'­
I sav that. when he does these things, he 
lays himself open to tho circulation of these 
rumours. 

The SECRETARY FOR L.\BOUR AXD I~DUSTRY : 
You are circulating them now. 

::\Ir. POLLOCK: I am not. I am giving 
the Minister the opportunity of saying what 
he is going to do. 

The SECRETARY FOR LAB01TR AXIl IxnuSTRY : 
I sav that it will be sold bv public auction 
or )Jublic tender. " 

Mr. POLLOCK: \Ve are getting· some­
thing out of him at last. I am not going 
behind his baLk and saving that there are 
rurriours about. hin1. 1 an1 not going to 
concr al paners tbat ought to be read to 
the Committee, lik0 mme of his colleagues. 
I sav that his attitude is calling for the 
circu1atir:,n of thcs0 run1oLus in a business 
such rrs this, and, if he doc·s not give this 
lnforn1ativn to the Con1rr1itt"0, he ~tands con­
dcmnod as being afraid of something. I 
say point blank that it is his duty to give 
this information to the Committee, and, if 
the Committee does not insist upon it, the 
Committee at least doos not know its business 
verv well. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Bnrke): When moving 
this resolution the Minister failed to gh·e 
us thP necessary information regarding the 
sale of this hotel. vVe know that. prior to 
thP return of the present Government. the 
Labour Government were approached with 
a view to the sale of the hotel. During the 
first by~r lection for the Eacham electorate, 
at the time that the mill was handed over 
to the farmers, the ex-Premier was 
approached with n view to the sale of the 
hotel. He intimated that he was not pre­
pared to dispose of the hotel other than to 
the farmer;> •. to be conducted on co-opertcllVe 
hncs, prov1dmg the best accommodation the 
best liquors, and the hest food to the p~ople 
living in the district. We have it from the 
rank and file and the " small fry " of the 
Government that their election policy was 
the abolition of State enterprises. That was 
not their election cry at the last elections. 

[J.fr. Pollock. 

Their cry was that they would abolish all 
non-paying State enterprises. 

GOVER:<::llENT JYIK\IBERS : N 0. 

:Vlr. RIORDAN: During last session the 
Premier intimated that, if he were returned 
to power, certain things would be done. He 
was challenged to say whether he would 
destroy all State enterprises, and he replied 
that the only State enterprises that would 
be abolished would be those of the non~ 
paying type. 

GOVERNMENT l\1E1lBERS: l\;o. 

Mr. RIORDAN: We are told by the 
Minister to-day that it is the duty of the 
Government to govern and not to trade. If 
that is so, then I suggest that he should 
compare his attitude with that of the Secre­
tary for Public Lands when approached by 
rcyiresontatives of the timber industry to 
dispose of the whole interests of the Govern­
ment in sawmilling. That hon. gentleman 
steadfastly resi<ted the prdsure of the 
timber kings, and supported his officer in 
charge of the Forestry Branch. If it is 
the dutj of the Government to govern and 
not to trade, is it the intention of the 
Government to dispose of the State Govern­
ment Insumncc Office? The State hotel has 
n turned good profits, and has rendered 
excellent service to the people in the district. 
Grant a monopoly, and the same position 
will be neated in the Babinda area as existed 
in other areas where the people were not 
giY<'n the opportunity of conducting local 
option polls. Take the position of Julia 
Creek. ·what was the position there before 
local option polls were permitted, and more 
licenses granted? The unfairness of the 
position is that those who work unceasingly 
;, the interest of a local option poll very 
often are not ~uccessful in securing a licen~e. 
Prior to the initiation of local option polls 
a monopoly existed at Julia Creek, and no 
consirlcra tion \vhat0ver vvas given to pro­
viding accommodation for the travelling 
public, particularly for women ancl children. 
ThNe ".1s not sufficient profit in that aspect 
of the hotel business; the hotel depended 
entirely upon fhe bar trade. The travelling 
public who visited area' where a monopoly 
existed. particularly the women and children, 
found it impossible to secure accommodation 
in the hol·cl. That position exists in North 
Queensland at the present time, and did 
exist in Cairns prior to the granting of 
additional licenses. 

Married people with families conld not 
get accommodation in most of the existing 
hotels without' having to invoke the aid of 
the police. A monopoly is a bad thing. The 
district sen-cd b,- the Babinda State hotel is 
a big area. It ~s a dangerous policy for the 
GoYernment to give any individual .a hotel 
monopoly in this area. Tf the Government 
are going to sell the Babinda St·ato hotel, 
they should first imtiatc a poll for the 
granting or otherwise of additional lic0nses. 
se that. in the cYent of the now licensee of 
the Babinda State hotel not giving satis­
faction to the traYelling public, the licensing 
inspector for the time being would have the 
way open for him to recommend the granting 
of additional licenses. The hotel has had a 
big turnover; but the profits have not been 
great because service has been given to the 
people. 

Mr. BEDFORD: At two-t-hirds of the price 
of Cairns accommodation. 
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Mr. RIORDAN : That is so. The accom­
modation is eqtJ.al to anything of its kind in 
Australia, and the meals served are of the 
be'<t. 

Mr. KE~NY: They will not be affected by 
the sale of the hotel. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. member for 
Cook ·ay" that neither the meals nor the 
accommo-dation will be affected by the sale 
of the hotel. 

3c1r. KE~NY: The only change it will have 
will be to improve it. 

Mr. RIORDAl'l': The manager of the 
Babinda State hotel has giVen general 
satisfaction to the travelling public by seeing 
that the best of liquors are dispensed, that 
nobody under the influence of liquor is served 
with intoxicating liquors, and that accommo­
<:lation is cupplied to the travelling public. 
A number of sly-grog shops operated in the 
Babinda area before the State hotel was 
established. 

Mr. KENNY: And are still operating. 

Mr. RIORDAN: They will also operate 
if this hotel is sold to private enterprise. 

J\fr. BEDFORD: They will operate more. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The manager of the hotel 
doe' not open the establishment before 8 
o'clock in the morning, because he will not 
get up at 6 o'clock in the morning when he 
1·cceives a salary to open the hotel at 8 o'clock. 
Irnmcdiately 8 o'clock in the evening arrives, 
he sees to it that the back door of the hotel 
as well as the front door is locked, enabling 
him to take his wife and familv to YYhateYer 
amuserncnts arc offering. If a: buyer COD1CS 

along with £30,000-wliich sum it" has been 
said has been offered for the horel-it will 
be llCC ~'Si ,1ry for that buyer to make interest 
Dn his n1onev as ·well as to secure tho return 
of the principal im·csted. If a buver can 
obtain the Babinda State hotel ,~·ith irs 

Bar.. . . 
Dining~roorns 
Bedrooms .. 

Total 

1924-25. 

----- ---·--· 

£ 8. d. 
20,015 11 5 
11,492 8 10 

.. 1 __ 1.:_,4_8_5 __ 4 __ 3 

£! 32,993 4 6 

Since 29th );lay, 1917, when the hotel was 
-opcm'd, until 30th .J uno, 1928, the turnover 
(including value of staff meals) has been 
£283276, and the net profit £29,393 1s. 
Yet the Government aro going to hand over 
this prolitablo concern to some of their 
friends ! 

The SEc 'ET.\HY roR RH!. WAYS: That is not 
right.. 

Mr. RIORD~~K: Tho clamour for the sale 
-c,f the Babincla hotel comes, from the big 
merchants, because they realise that private 
<'nterprise will got rid of more of iheir 
dope than !he Government would--by trading 
outside the recogni,ed hours. (Government 
dissent.) They will make a beer-selling 
"joi,,t ., of it, instead of a hotel capable 
of catering for the requirements and comforts 
of tho public. The Minist0r might give us 
·some information regarding the sudden desire 
of the Government to get rid of an enter­
prise--

Mr. EDWARDS: It is not a sudden desire. 

present monopoly at that price, he will do 
\YelL bee a use after a couple of years he will 
be able to dispose of it, together with the 
last five :years of the monopoly, and receive 
practically what he paid for it in the first 
instance. Tho only desire of the Opposition 
is to protect the public in the area. Why 
the Gm·ernment seck to dispose of something 
which has resulted in a profit beats me. 
The Secretary for Railways recog'nisos the 
necessity of catering for the travelling public 
bv wav of refreshment-rooms, and he is com­
pelled" to keep tho non-paying rooms going 
as well as the paying ones. The public 
trayelling by the railways have to be pro­
Yided with refreshment and meals while in 
transit. The Minister could undoubtedly get 
a goc,d price for these refreshment-rooms­
a much better price, perhaps, than the Go­
Ycrnment will got for the Babinda State 
hotel-but hE' can see that this profitable 
undertaking is a help to his department, for 
he has taken steps to remove the rooms from 
the control of the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry and place them under the control 
of the Commissioner for Railways. 

With =\h. Allman in charge, the Minister 
has capable management, and the refresh­
ment-rooms are equal to, if not better than, 
any raihvay refreshn1ent-rooms in any other 
Sta to Qf iho Commonwealth. 

l\Ir. l'OLLOCK: The raiiways will be making 
a little mme profit. 

Mr. UIUEDAN: Good luck to the Minis­
i or too, because the more of these enterprises 
thd ::lcC"rctary for Ra1lways gets the better 
;t will be for the position of the railways! 
It might even be a good suggestion for the 
Secretar:,· for Railways to take over the 
Babinda hotel from the Secretary for Labour 
and Industry I (Laughter.) 

The followiHg figures show the extent of 
the business of the hotel in the years men­
tioned:-

1925-26. 

£ 8. d. 
20,114 9 6 
10,924 0 10 

1,380 11 3 

32,419 1 7 

£ 8. 
17,745 15 
14,874 10 

1,275 7 

29,895 13 1 

1927-28. 

£ 8. d. 
20,098 6 5 
11,324 17 2 

1,364 19 9 

32,788 3 4 

::\Ir. RIORDAN: The sale of enterprises 
which were paying was never outlined in the 
policy of tho Government; and on every 
occasion when hon. members opposite spoke 
they were emphatic on the point that they 
would retain paying enterprisPs. \Govern­
ment dissent.) Do the Government intend 
to sell the Public Curator's business, for 
example 'i Hon. member opposite talk about 
hotel trading, quite overlooking the "_Golden 
C:i,kct." Hon. members opposite sa1d that 
the policy of the Government was to retain 
all profit-making enterprises. 

Mr. DuFFY: I never said that about the 
Babincla hotel. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. member never 
said anything about the hotel at Babinda. 
The whole issue at Babinda. was a license for 
the Italian Club there. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Surely you can take the 
ho!L member's word for it! 

Mr. RIORDAN: If he did say anything 
about it, it was a secret between him and 

ilir. Riordan.] 
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hi; friends. The statement was never made 
publicly. I happened to take !Oart in a 
coupln of by-elections and the g •neral elec­
tion in tho Each:m1 oloctoratc, aud I never 
hc·ard thP candida to for the :'\ ationalist 
Party advocate the sale of tbe Babinda hotel, 
ani, if the hon. member for Eacham had 
r mtc"ted hie, scat on the qulstion of the 
salo of the Babinda hotel, he \voulcl have 
L<'n l vlly dl'foated in the Babinda area, 
P_ncl he kr:ows it. 

?.ir. ])CFFY: y-ou arc a bad judge. 

:\Ir. R.IOHDAi'\: I am a good judge. 
::\le. ~\fAHEG: He is here, and he ac:Yocate;j 

the sale. 

I1Ir. RlORD,\N: We will acc•'pt hi• word 
for i~. It is a disJstrous thing for the State 
to g1ve a'vay ~on1ething that is returning a 
prolit of £5,000 a year. That. added to 'the 
amount to be saved by th,) reduction of 
'ulat·ie;, ill means £23 000 a ··par and all 
thc.;c little bit, added t~ -,hat' the',. <•et in 
other wa"s vill yield a little rnoro' t;wards 
finding the £2,000,000 required to prm·ide 
tlL 10,000 jobs for the uncmpJo:• eel. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOCH AC\D 
I:\DUSTR Y (Hon. H. E. Sizer. Su11<l[!ate): 
I nse for the purpose of reph·in~ to the 
!ton. member for Gregory. If hon. "•nembers 
oppoSite do not know \Yhat the bringing of a 
hotel under the li<]uor laws of tne State 
1nra ns, thpn I 2 rn sorry for then1. I have 
t?ld -~.hem in p_lain: siJnp.lc l':lngu~gc vvhat tho 
Slf: nll1canr:(~ of tllls resolution IS, n nd they 
say they do not _nndet'stand it. The point 
I want t0 1nakc 1s tlus: The hon. nH'Inber 
for Grcgory Inad-~ a suggestion ,delib<?ratclv 
to ereat" an atmmphero in regard to thi~ 
Gov._•rnn1ent ,,-hich honostlv cannot be 
creaJed. Ever:• enterprise whrch the Govern­
ment sell '"ill be sol,d openly to the highest 
brdder, ancl no person will have any influence 
m the matter whatever. }\'o Su.te enter­
rn·isc will be sold behind closed doors like 
the Chil!agoe butcher shop \' as sold. 

',fho hon. member for Gregory seemed to 
thmk Jhat there Is an ulterior motin• in 
this matter. Let me say to the Committee 
and the public generallv that the Babinda 
h'?tel will bo sold pub.licly, and the sale 
Will he controlled bv r0 ,pon:.ible officer; of 
the Audit Dq,art.ment and officers of my 
department, as other enterprises have been 
?old. There will be no ground for sll3picion 
1n any ~.r 1y. It is getting fairlv low when 
tla-_ ho1!· n1unbcr for Gregory lnake,.,, these 
suggestions. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Orrgory): 
Jlomt of orclcr. Is the hon. 
order in tdling me that I am 
le·,-? 

I rise to a 
gentleman in 
getting pretty 

::\fr. KERR: lie said, " It is getting pretty 
lo1v." 

The CHAIR.MAK: Order! If the Secre­
tary for Labour and Industrv used the 
expre,,cion attributed to him. he i, out of 
order, and I must ask him to ,,-ithdraw. 

The Sl~C'RETARY FOR LADOUH AXD 
le\DVSTR Y: I 'aid. " It is gNtin~ fairly 
lo\\" \V hen i1nputations arc being 1uac-de such 
as have been made in the frrce of the 
declared policy and the declared statement 
of the Leacbr of the Government that all 
these 0nterprisos will be sold publicly. 

::\li'. POLLOCK: VVe ar0 justified in a >Sum­
m,_; anythuu; after the tactics of the Secre­
tary for Mines. 

[ J/r. Riodlan. 

The SEC'HETARY FfJH LABOUR A:'-JD 
TC\D"GSTfC.': There is nothing more to 
he said in rcg •re! to the Bill. l c,_n quite 
uudPr;:;tand hon. n1ernbPr.;; opposite objecting 
to tlw sale of tlw hotel. 

J\h-. PCLLOCK: \Yh-- not gl\·e n the infor-
lna.tion? · 

The SEC"RETARY FOR LABOL'It A:'-JD 
IC\DUSTHY: You have got all the infor­
rnation. 

=-rr. PoLLOC'' : \Yhat about a mo11opoly? 

The SECRETARY FOR. LABOT:R. A:'-JD 
1'\Dl..'STH.Y: The !totd will come under 
thC' E(1ucr L11.Ys in tbc ordinary 1vay. 

:\:1'. HYXES : \Yill it be sold by tender or 
at ancLiou? 

The Sf<;CRET"\RY FOR L"\BOUR A:";D 
IXD1JSTRY: I ha•:e already nicl that it 
IYill. Furtherrnore, let me sav (jUitf' clenrly 
that \Ve inu)nd tO p::_·oceC'd ~vith this pro­
posal. I believe that it is better that the 
Sta tc should rid of this cnterpri~e because 
it 1s for any State to adrninistcr 
a hotel. 

[5.3D p.m.l 
J\Ir. POLLOC': Ab,urd! 

The SECRET_\RY FOR LABOUR. AXD 
I:'-JDLSTHY: The hon. member says, 
"Abs11rd"; but does he know thnt the hotel 
is not a pnlJlic place---that a 1n,:.:.n C:lDnot be 
arrr--tecl on the premises. Does ht' know that 
the;- i~;nore the h w there? 

~1Ir. POLLOCK: There has been no tronble 
i_a regard to the c\'as~on of the lc:n there. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A:'-JD 
I:\TlCSTR": Then• has Jwon, and on the 
'·t'c-o·1cl ,., 1ding- of tho Bill I ,,-ill Jn·oduce 
the eYir1cnce aTid giYc the detai1'1. 

1\Ir. HX1\LOX (Itlwrr·): I am disappointed 
'.c·ith the arnount of information the 1\Iinister 
ha~ giYelL I 1vonld like to lJHt this ~ug­
g-< -tion to the Covcrmncnt. No sensrble 
[h'rson would belicYo that. if that hotel is 
··olcl either be· tender or bv auction. the State 
i· going to get anything near the true v,-c!ue 
of the hotel. \Ye have found tll.\t we have 
not got anything near the tru_c· 

1 
Yaluo of any 

of the State enterprises wluen have been 
sold. and we have no reC~son to believe that 
thino·s will be anv different on this occasion. 
That hot<'! is ,\-orth a very considerable 
c·nount of mone'·. I ask vvhether. if the 
CioYermnent merelY wish to be rid of the 
actual administration and handling of the 
hotel, there is anv ncccssitv for disposing of 
the frc 'hold of 'the property. It will be 
nuite easv for the Gm·ernment to sell the 
l~•ase of 'the propert0' in the same way as 
ft-eehold owners of hotel properties through­
m;t the State do, and the six years' lease of 
thn hotel will be worth from £3,000 to 
£4,000 a year to an intelligent publican. 
That amount, when capitalised. is a lot more 
than would b0 secured bv the sale of the 
hotel at auction. Tt wouid be a wise and 
ir•teliigent thing from the standpoint of 
business ethics fm· the Government to keep 
tlw ownership of the hotel; and, if they are 
ch'tcrmillcd not to be in an~/ way mixed up 
with the actual sale of liquor. they could 
cmito easih- sell the lease for six vears. 
There '·'on id he any amount of purchasers 
at a vcr.- good price indeed. and if at the 
und of the --ix years it was decided b:· a 
loc a! option poll that no more licenses were 
wanted jn the area, the per:-:;on 'vho pur­
chased the hotel would not be in any way 
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rohhcd. Tlw State would have got prac­
ticnJh- mnch in return fm· the hotel as 
it is 'likely to get by the present suggested 

c' cli·posing of it. If the people in 
ar·_,. dt•eidccl that n1ore licenses vvere 

1 cce"arY. the lessee of the hotel would be 
·on a Jc;-d footing with other people in the 
di ,trict ~,_;eking licenses. There is nothing 
·wrong ,,·ith that suggestion and it is a very 
busincs like point of view to take. Even 
allowing that there is something in the con­
·<cntion of hon. members opposite that they 
cannot successful!;: conJuct a hotel, from 
the point of view of getting the best possible 
return for the State, it is not sa~Ting tntwh 
for thei1· administrati.-e ability. after criticis­
ing- the Ln hour Party for their inability to 
rur. a lot of State enterprises, if they fall 
flat, and the combined intelligenpe of the 
front GovPmm~nt bench cannot run a bush 
" pub." However, that is their own opinion 
-it is an hon. n1cmber opposite ·who gave 
that orinion on the mattcr-I have a little 
better opinion of the intelligence of the 
Gm-ernment than they have themselves. If 
that suggestion v. ere adopted by the Minis­
ter, we would then ha Ye a much bletter 
chance of disposing of the freehold of the 
hoteL 

Mr. D.,\SH (.liwulingburr-a): I am opposed 
lo the disposal of the hotel because it is 
doing :;oc· l "crk in the Babinda a,rea. The 
Le 1d .r of the Opposition pointed out that 
tho ~uvar-rnill workcr3 there are supplied 
-, ith n,, 1b and accommodation at a certain 
figure, and that ,,,·-,-ice, if not provided by 
the hotel, must be supplied by the mill 
rnanng• ment. That is a factor which should 
be con·-idcrcJ in connection with !he disposal 
of the IJOtd. The hon. member fm· Ithaca 
made the Yery good wggestion that the 
Govf'rwncnt should lea se ihe hotel for six 
year,, and then take' a local option poll. 
Tlwrc is no donbt that tho Government are 
going to gd rid of the hotel: but, in fair­
m--s to the people >cho voted for new licenses 
in the area inrluding Babinda, a monopoly 
should not be granted. A local option poll 
in t1w Cairns division of the Ea.cham elec­
torate was decided in fa \'OU!~ of new licenses; 
but th court could not grant il.ny in the 
Babincla "'''a because of the prohibition in 
the SugaJ' \Vorks Act of 1911. If !he Govern­
ment >~·i.;h to got a good price for !he hotel 
-which I am against thoie selling at all­
they should call tenders oe put up for auc-
1 ion a six-years' lease or tenancy of the 
hotel, ret:>ining the frc·ehold and improve­
ments for th<J Crown. :My opinion is that 
they would get as much for a lease for 
six Years as for the freeholrl 11nd license 
log-etlwr. The history of the hotel has been 
very good and favourable, and I cannot 
nnderstaml the Government, at this early 
~·age of their aci ivities in office-only four 
months ~Her their return-wanting to get 
rid of ,•n asset. They have got rid of some 
of the liabilities which they say wore bur­
dening· 1ho State. The Babinda hotel is in 
quite a diJ:erent category. 

The Government haYc established r<'fresh­
mcnt-rocms at Townsville and other centres 
of· the State, and they are now being run 
by the Rmlway Dopartn1Pnt. If the Secretary 
for La!.>our and Industry cannot run the 
Babincla hotel with success, let him hand it 
over to the Secretarr for Railways, and let 
hin1 haYe a ''go" at it in conjunction with 
the railway refreshment-rooms. 

The ::Vlinistor was asked by the Leader of 
the Opposilion as to wh3.t arrangements were 

to be made v,·ith the purcha·crs of this hotel 
\Yith l't'gard to the catering for the Babinda 
mill workerf'. That is a very irr.poriant 
matt<'r. I :>m surprised at the hon. member 
for l~acham not protesting in the interests 
of tlH' suga,r-n1ill O\Vner~. bccn.nse he knovvs 
that. if an undertaking is not given by the 
lc.)::ce or purchaser to conhnue catering for 
the mill workers, the mill will have to put 
up nccornn1odation costing many thousands 
of pout1ds--perhaps equal to half the amount 
that will bP received for the hotel. I publicly 
protc't Of' bc),alf of the workers in that 
ar·ea a;;ainst tbe disposal of this hotel, if 
the hou. mc,nber for Eacham is not prepared 
to do sJ. 

Qn0stion-That the resolution (Mr. Sizer's 
motion) bP agreed to-put; and the Com­
mittee divided:-

AYES_, 35. 
J\ir. Annand, .l\fr. Kerr 

Atherton Dr. Kerwin 
Barnes, G. P. Mr. King 
Barncs, ·w. H. Mrs. Longman 
Bell ~1r. Macgroarty 
Butler Maher 
Carter Maxwell 
Daniel l\'Iorga11 
Deacon Nimmo 
Duffy Peterson 
Dunlop Plunkett 
Etlwards Russell, H. M. 
Fry Ruf:sell, \V. A. 
Grhustone Sizer 
Hill Tedman 
.Tamieson ·walker, H. F. 
ICelso \Varrcn 
Kenny 

Tellers: Mr. Daniel and Mr. Kelso. 
XOES, 22. 

Mr. Bedford 
Bow 
Brassington 
Bruce 
Bulcock 
Collins 
Conroy 
Cooper 
Dash 
Foley 
Hanlon 

Mr. Hanson 
Hyllt;S 
Kirwan 
Pease 
Pollock 
Riordan 
Smith 
Stop ford 
Wc>llington 
vVilson 
vVin"tanley 

Tellers: }fr. Bruce and }fr. Bulcock. 

Rc,oh eel in the affirmatiYe. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIR~IAN reported that the Com­

mitt'tce hacl come to a resolution. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AC'iD 
I::\'Dl.~STRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sa"'luote): 
I beg to ll10YC-

" That the resolution be agreed to." 

Question-That the resolution be> agrcwd 
to (Jir. Si~- r's rnotion)-put; and the Home 
cli,-ideJ :-

AYES, 36. 
~Ir. Annand lVfr. Kerr 

Atherton Dr. Ker--dn 
Barnes, G. P. Mr. King 
I3arnes, w. H. Mrs. Longman 
B"ll Mr. Macgroarty 
Butler Maher 
Carter Maxwell 
Daniel Morgan 
Deacon Nimmo 
Duffy Peterson 
Dunlop PlunkeU 
Edwards Roberts 
Fry Russell, H. M. 
Grimstone Russcll, W. A. 
Hill Sizer 
.Tamieson 'I'edman 
Kelso \Yalker, H. F. 
Kenny ,, \Varren 

Tellers : l\Ir. Maxwell and H. l\1. Russell. 

lVIr. Dash.] 
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Norcs, 22. 
Mr. Bedford Mr. Hanson 

Bow Hynes 
Brassington Kirwan 
Bruce Pease 
Bulcock Pollock 
Collins Riordan 
Conroy Smith 
Cooper Stopford 
Dash Wellington 
Foley \Vilson 
Hanlon vVinstaniey 
Tellers : Mr. Cooper and Mr. Jiynes. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

FIRST READIXG 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOL:R AND 
IKDUS'rRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate) 
presented the Bill, and moved-

" That the Bili be now read a first 
time." 

Question-That the Bill be now nad a 
first time (J:fr. Sizer's motion)-put; and 
the House diYided :-

AYES, 36. 
Mr. Annand Mr. Kerr 

Atherton Dr. Kerwin 
Barnes, G. P. Mr. King 
Barnes, W. H. Mrs. Longman 
Bell Mr. Macgroarty 
Butler Maher 
Carter Maxwell 
Daniel Morgan 
Deacon Kimmo 
Duffy Peterson 
Dunlop Plunkett 
Edwards Roberts 
Fry Rusoell, H. M. 
Grimstone Russell, W. A. 
Hill Sizer 
Jamieson rredman 
Kelso vValker, H. F. 
Kenny , Warren 

Tellers: Mr. P!unkett and ;'\fr. Warren. 

NoEs, 22. 
Mr. Bedford Mr. Hanson 

Bow Hynes 
Brassington Kirwan 
Bruce Pease 
Bulcock Po Hock 
Col!lns Riordan 
Conroy Smith 
Cooper Stopford 
Dash W•ellington 
Foley V'\tilson 
Hanlon vVinstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Bow and Mr. Riordan. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
Second reading of the Bill made an Order 

of the Day for Tuesday next. 

[7 p.m.] 

PERSONAL EXPLAXATIOX 

Mr. DuNLOP (llockharnpton): Mr. 
Speaker, I desire to make a short personal 
explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the wish of the 
Hou'e that the hon. member for Rockhamp­
ton be allmved to make a personal explana­
tion? 

HoKOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. DUNLOP: You will remember that 
last night a division was about to take 
place--

Mr. KERR : Had already taken place. 

::\1r. DUNLOP: I was under a slight mis­
apprehension when I crossed the floor. The 

[.M1'. Dunlop. 

Deputy Leader of the Opposition, as you 
rem0mber, proposed an addendum to th<­
Governor' s Speech dealing with those sub­
jects upon which I had not had the oppor­
tunity to speak owing to the fact that my 
time was exhausted, hence I objected to the 
" gag" being applied to the amendment. 
Seeing that the Standing Orders permitted· 
an hon. member to speak on the amendment, 
I wished to take the opportunity of doing 
so, and I intended, as the outcome thereof, 
to exercise my vote with the Oppo .. ition on 
the matter, but not to agree to the adding of 
snch an addendum to the Governor's Speech. 
That is a short explanation of my attitude, 
and it will explain the vote recorded in 
" !-Iansard," which was contrary to my reft1 
opinion. 

HoxouRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear : 

DuCHEss TO MOUNT ISA RAILW"\Y 
ACT AMEC\'DMEi\T BILL. 

!NITL\TION IN C01ni!ITTEL 

(Jfr. Robcrls, Ea,,t Toowoomba, in the 
chair.) 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. R. l\I. King, Logan): 
I beg to mO\'O-

" That it is desirable that a. Bill be 
introduced to amend the Duchess to 
:viount Isa Railwav Act of 1925 in certain 
particular~." ~ 

Thi" Dill is a very short measure, conhining 
onlv hYo clauses. It will be remembered 
tha·t the Dnchoss to Mount I~a Railwav Act 
of 1925 gave the Railway Commissioner a 
f-irst 1nortgage over the mining property of 
the company and also a bill of sale over all 
the plant and equipment to sec·uc to the 
Commissioner the amounts guaranteed b3 
the company under the terms of the agree­
ment embodied in the Act. That is, the 
GoYernmcnt of the day had a complete 
securitv m·er the whole of the aswts of the 
undertaJring. In November last the Mount 
Isa :i!J:ines, Limited. desired to issue Jll,OOO,OO(} 
worth of 7 per cent. debentures to provide 
funds for a treatment plant. which was 
<'stimated to cost £1,300,000. The subscrip­
tion to these debentures was guaranteed con­
ditionallT on their being a first charge on 
the company's property, and, after negotia­
tions, the late Premier gaYe the company 
an undertaking that legislation would be 
introduced this FCosion to amend the Act 
bv repealing those provisions of th<e Act 
"hi eh gave the Commissioner for Railways 
a Grst mortgage and charge over the com­
pany's mining property and a bill of sale 
over its plant and equipment. This under­
taking our Government agreed to honour, 
and tho Bill which it is now proposed to 
introduce is for that purpose. A draft of 
the Bill has been submitted to the company, 
and has been approved by it. The position 
is that we simply desire to allow the Mount 
Isa Cmnpanv to be in a position to give a 
fn·st d0benh;re oYer the whole of its uncler­
taking·s. 

Mr. W. FoRGAN S:IIITH: They could not 
raise the money in anv other way. 

The SF:C'RETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Nobody has >1ny objection 
t·o it, and it was a greed to by the present 
Opposition, when sitting on this si·de of the 
House. It ·is simply desired to carry out 
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that undertaking and t<J give the :Mount 
Isa Company the right as stated. 

Mr. ~-- FoRGAN SMITH: You yourself 
approve of the undertaking. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC IN­
STRUCTIO:\': Of C<>'ll'oc we do-we \Yould 
not introdu"n ::lis Bill othen·:ir.e. We think 
it v • cnate undertaking for the late 
t ,J p:iYe, an.c~ we want to honour 

aki11g, believing that it shouid 
. cl red. vV e desire to see this 

,Jany progress and obtain sufficient 
c«pital. and it cannot do that until it is in 
a position to give a first debenture oyer its 
undertaking. We are introducing the Bill, 
therefore, to remove the security held by the 
Government to make the ay clear for the 
company to do so. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CnAIR}IA:« reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
Resolution agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC I0i­
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logrzn) 
presented the Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill be now road a first 
time." 

Question put' and passed. 
Second reading of the Bill made an Otder 

of the Day for Tuesday next. 

CONSTITrTIO:\' ACT AMEND:'Im:-.;T 
BILL. 

INITIATIOX I~ COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. Robcrts, East 1'oowoomba, in the chair.) 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:'-J­
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan) : I 
beg to move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduc0d to amend the Con,titution of 
Queensland by further amending the 
Constitution Act Amendment Act of 
1896 and the Officials in Parliament Act 
of 1896 in certain particulars." 

The Bill I propose to introduce is a verv 
simple amending measure, and I feel per­
fectly confident that members on both sides 
of tho Chamber will have no difficultv in 
agteoing upon the desirableness of its intro­
duction. (Laughter.) It is quite apparent 
that members of the Opposition are laughing 
to keep up their courage. 

The object of the Dill is to make a reduc­
tion of £250 in. the salaries of members of 
Parliament, including certain officials \\hose 
salaries are provided for undet the Official' 
in Parliament Act. Members' salaries y, ill 
be reduced from £750 to £500 per annum; 
the salary of the Leader of the Oppo 
sition from £950 to £700 per annum; 
the salary of the Speaker from £1,25:1 to 
£1,000 per annum; the salarv of the Cr.-~ir­
man of Committees ftom £950 to £700 per 
annum. The amendment of the Officials in 
Parliament Act provides for a reduction of 
£250 per annum in the salaries of Ministers 
-from £1.250 to £1,000. 

Mr. HYXES: Why do they not suffer the 
same percentasc reduction as private mem­
bers? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTIO"'i: Hon. membe,rs are fully 
aware that the in01·case of £250 per annum 
"as made bv the Constitution Act ~\mend­
ment Act of 1926-the first Act after the 
1926 elections-by the late Government. 
:'lfembers of the present Government who 
were then in opposition protested against 
the in"reaso on the grounds that the then 
condition of the finances did not warrant 
it, and they undertook to cancel the increase 
at the first opportunity. \Vo are giving 
members of the Opposition a ohanci; to follow 
the suggestion that was made by their leader, 
the ex-Premier. when the debate on the 
amendment took place in 1926. It is just as 
Well to draw the attention of the Committee 
to the remarks that the ex-Premier made on 
that occasion. They will be found in 
"Hansarcl," 31st August, 1926. He said--

" I agree with the Leader of the Oppo­
sition that, if Parliament agrees to the 
increase, e,-ery member is entitled to it, 
and should take it. If hon. members 
can convince the electors that we have 
doue wrong, then the hon. member for 
Aubigny will have the opportunity o£ 
reducing the amount to £500 again, or 
to £250 a vear, or to whatever amount 
he choosr''·, Of course, I do not think 
tha.t will happen. The financial difficulty 
was one that I, as Treasurer, felt bound 
to point out to my party. If we had 
had a good season, if we had had rain, 
I would have been one of the first to say 
to my party, 'The increase is justified' ; 
but the whole of the argument has 
centred round the question of whether 
this is an opportune time for Parliament 
to grant it or not." 

The Government are simply carrying <Jut 
the suggestiOn made by the ex-Premier when 
he was sitting on this side of the Chamber 
and the present Premier has taken the very 
first opportunity of carrying into effect the 
protest that was lodged at the time by him 
~nd by the members of his party. Further, 
m accordance with his_ undertaking, the 
present Premier placed m the forefront of 
the policv which he put before the electors 
of Queensland in Ma" last the intention to 
rc,:ert to the. parlhmentary salaries existing 
pnor to the mcrease m 1926. Item 1 in the 
" Summary of Policy' ' reads-

" 1. To repeal the first Act of the 
McCormack Government after last elec­
tions, known as the ' salary grab.' While 
we do not regard £75,0 a year as exor­
bitant for members of Parliament whose 
duties are honestly and competently ful­
~lled. we entirely disagree with any 
mcrease to members at a time when 
large numbers of the community are 
undergoing retrenchment and the suffer­
ings of widespread unemployment.'" 

Conditions are practioallv the same now as 
in 1926, and I think hon. members will 
agreP that it is only right that those in 
charge of the Legislature of the State should 
set .an e_xample of economy and patriotism 
rlunng tm1es such as the present, when the 
best efforts of all are so sorely needed to 
overcome the existing industrial stagnation 
and general depression. 

T_he 0pposition have shown a very keen 
des1re to keep the Government up to their 
election pledges, although they themselves 
broke practically every promise they made 
at the election of 1926, so I feel confident 
t!w t they will do all in their power to assist 

Hon. B. M. King.] 
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in the passage of this measure and thus help 
the Government to give effect to the mandate 
of the electors. 

GovER:-;)fEXT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

1'h~ SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~­
STRGCTION: We have taken the very 
first opportunity to give effect to our pledge. 
,t am sure that the Bill will be paesed 
without any opposition. 

At 7.20 p.m., 
.Mr. :\1AXWELL ('l'oowong), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. W. FORGAN S:\IITH (Mackay): I 
intend to oppose this Bill at all its stages. 
(Government laughter.) The Deputy Leader 
of the Government, in introducing the Bill, 
said that the Government were carrying 
out one o E their: election pledges to the 
electors. That may be so. I personally­
nor was anv member of this party-was not 
affected by· that pledge. I am taking this 
opportunity also of saying that I hope the 
hon. gentleman and his colleagues will be 
just as vigorous in honouring other important 
pledges that they made as they have been 
in this case. 

GOVERX31EKT MEMBERS: So they will. 
:\Ir. KIRWAN: So they will not. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I oppose this 
Bill, first of all, on the ground that I con­
sider that existing salaries of members of 
Parliament, Ministers, and officials under 
the Officials in Parliament Act are proper 
salaries having regard to their obligations 
and th~ir responsibilities. I have always 
taken that view. I supported that view when 
the Government introduced the Bill which it 
is now proposed to amend. I make no 
apology for saying that J'!lcmbe~s of Parlia­
ment who carry out then duties properly, 
earnestly. and conscientiously, are entitled 
to £750 per annum. 

In certain quarters certain people have 
attempted to sneer at professional politicians. 
Let u; consider for a moment whether that 
sHeer is justified. If a man gives his whole 
time to the pursuit of a calling, is he not 
entitled to maintenance from that calling? 
People do not sneer at professional clergy­
rncn. EYery denominational religion has 
its profPssors and clergymen who receive 
<'ertain emoluments, salaries, and fees for 
carrying out their duties. The people who 
sneer at professional politicians must apply 
that sneer, if there is anything in thftt sneer 
at all, to every other walk of life. . One 
does not sneer, for example, at professiOnal 
lawyers; neither does one sneer at profes­
sional -doctors. If a doctor carries out his 
duties properly, he can be one of the most 
honourable professional men in the world, 
and can give the greatest possible amount 
of service· but because doctors eaTn their 
living-some of them an excellent living 
from their profos•;ion-one does not sneer at 
them on the ground of professionalism. The 
da.y has passed and gone for ever when the 
pursuit of politics can be regarded as the 
hobbv of men who carry on other business 
and other occupations. If ono reviews the 
histor;.· of Parliament, one c-an only come to 
one conclusion-that men who were returned 
to Parliament in the earlier days of this 
Parliament looked after the economic 
interests of themselves and friends, and, by 
protecting their own interests, obtained an 
advanhge for the services they gave. But, 

[Hon. R. 111. If..ing. 

,,-ith .the dcYelopment of modern industry 
and modern conditions of life, more and 
more is demanded of Parliament every year. 
EYCl'\" 3.-Iinistcr with experience realises that 
the task of governn1ent has become more 
con1plcx than 'vas tho case ~o1no years ago. 
'I;H' ramifications of government extend to 
c\·crv form of human life and human 
acti,:ity; con~equently the vv·ork of a lVrinistcr 
and of .· nwmber of Parliamcn ' nic-d 
out prorkrly, Is a much rr1c 
responsibility than was the casL 
past. Therefore. I say, when mm~ . , 
elected whu unclero·tand that resnons1b1lrty 
and equip thern,elves to carry out their duties 
conscientiouslv. thev are entitled to an 
adequate salary, having regard to the posi­
tion and the lack of security of tenure. 

That is one of mv reasons for opposing the 
Bill. There an• a" number of other reasons 
with which I shall deal at a lat<>r stage; 
Lut I make no a;JOwgv in this Chamber 
or elsewhere for affirming the desirability 
and the rig-ht of members of Parliament, 
tncrnber" of the Govern!nent, and Inombers 
under the Officials in Padiament Act, to 
re ·:eiYc saln rics ( lllllnensuratc ·with their 
duties and responsibilities. 

Thoro 1s another adequate reason for 
which I oppose the Bill. The Depu~y 
Leader of the GoYcrnment quoted certam 
remarks of the ex-Premier upon which he 
endeaYourecl to ba~e a certain argun1ent. 
I propose to quote from a speech Df the 
present Premier when the Constitution Act 
. \mendment Bill was under discussion in 
this Chamber. At page 349 of "Han•ard" 
for 1926 the pre,ent Premier is reported as 
saying-

" . . . The bring-ing in of this B"ill 
will certainly lend colour to the sugges­
tion that Queensland is able to afford 
any increase asked for b_v any section of 
the cornn1unity. In my opinion men1-
bers of this House are not adequately 
paid for the amount of work they have 
to do and for the umount of subscrip­
tions they ha YO to meet. . . It is 
not a question of £18,000 a year extra 
that is g-oing to be spent, but the .m­
fluf'nce it is going to have in connection 
with the different industrial organisa­
tions of thi•1 State." 

At the second-reading stage of that Bill 
the hon. gentleman also said-

. . . We find that the claims made 
to-day bv the various organisations could 
not be g·'rante<l without Queensland going 
insolvent; and if we want to show that 
this cannot be done, the best thing to 
do is to nmke it a reality by pointing 
out that mc·mbers of Parliament, instead 
of receiving increases, are prepared to 
accept a small decrease. . . ." 

:\"othing could be cleare>· than the statement 
made by the Premier on that occasion, and 
it has a definite bearing on the B1ll now 
under d1scnssion. T'he hon. gentleman argued 
on that occasion that the salary of £750 per 
annum for a member of Parliament is of 
ito:elf quite all right; that there was nothing 
wrono- with the basis or principle of that 
form~ of remuneration; but he base-d the 
whole of his opposition to the measure on 
the ground that he feamd that other 
organisations and clas,es of workers through­
out the State would make demands for 
increases in their standard of living. 

In the second quotation which I made the 
hou. gentleman sug·gested that members of 
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Parlian1ent, as an exa1nple to the l'l'St of 
the community, should accept a small 
dec c·ase in th0ir salari0s. The hon. gentle­
man cle:~rly indicated that he v.as opposed­
not to increases to mcn1bers of Par1ia1nent­
b11t to incrc=tses for those cngag0d in occupa­
tions outside. The further point Pmpha-ised 
-and it is as dear as any statemc•nt can be 
--is th'Lt he believes in a reduction to create 
a p8 ,~chology in favour of si1nilar reductions 
out •idc. (Government dissent.) Thc> same 
line of argument cctn be applied to the 
Government in introducing this Dill, which 
they do as a prelude to the· general reduc­
tion which they hop<> to bring about by 
Yarious n1eans in the standard of liYi11g out­
side. 

The TREASURER: There is no intention to 
n•duco the standard of living. 

Mr. W. FORGAN S::vriTII: Th0y talk 
about the necessity of reducing costs, and 
emphasise that sacrifices will have to be 
made. 

The sacrifices that they wish to make arl' 
sacrific,'s in th·' wages and award rates paid 
to workers outside; and the JUstification for 
-uch opposition was that they wished to 
lw in ihe position of saying that we set an 
example by reducing hon. member's salaries 
by 33~ per cent. I wish to point out that 
there is nothing in the nature of equality of 
'acrifice in the Bill, because in the case of 
hon. members, thu reduction is 33~ per cent., 
whereas the percentage is considerably less 
1n the case of Cabinet Ministers-in fact, 
only 20 per cent. 

A further quotation is very interesting. 
It rs from the speech of ihe present 'Irea­
>urer, at that time the hon. member for 
1Nynnum-one of the humorists of the House 
The hon. member, is reported on page 385 
<>f " Hansard " for 1926, as saying-

" I venture to say that there is many 
a member sitting in this House who 
to-day is not able to pa.y his way out 
of the £500 which he receives. I say 
that deliberately. I venture io say that 
there are many of us on this side who 
if we made up. our accounts, would find 
that WP were m arrears. . . I again 
say most deliberately that I do not think 
that members of 1\uliament are over­
paid, and I repeat what I have said pre­
VIously, that the newspaper criticism of 
hon. nwmbors has in many cases been 
absolutely unfair. " 

The 'I'REAS"CHER: Re.a.d the whole of what 
l said. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: At page 391 
l he present Deputy Premier said this- ' 

" And I ':q that for a man who takes 
up politics as a profe~sion £5GO is not 
sufficient, and he needs other means. . 
When I came into Parliament in 1920 
Parliament had lately incn•;,oed th~ 
salaries of hon. members." 

Then )w goes on to justify certain other 
deducbons that he. made. The only point 
m the hon. member's sp2ech on that occasion 
i.; the recognition o£ the inadequacy of £500 
a year, and _the necessity for having some 
other profess10n. That is an opinion that 
he is entittled to have. 

Another quotation that I wish to give is 
from the speech of the hon. member for 
East Toowoomba. That hon. member makes 
'ome verv wise statements in this Parlia­
ment from time to time. On the introduc-

1929--1' 

tion of the Dill, as reported on pag9 353 of 
"Hansard " for 1926, the hon. member said-

" If the question went before the Board 
of Trade and Arbitration, I have not 
the slightnt doubt tha.t hon. members 
would get at least £1,000 a yc.tr." 

That is the view candidly and definitely 
expressed by an hon. member whom the 
Government have honoured by eler •ing as 
their Chairman of Committ0oc, That is the 
expression of opinion he gave on that occa­
sion, which chows that he holds very sound 
views on matters of importance. 

'Th0sc ure very dofrnite reasons \vhy '\Ve 

should oppose this Bill. Firct of all, we 
oppose it on the ground that it is undnly 
decreasing the- rmnuneration of hon. men1-
bers and bringing it bclo\v an adequate 
rf'turn for their services. I oppose it on the 
ground that I believe it is a prelude to u 
general lo\Yering of the si a.ndard outside, and 
v:ill be used as a pretext and justification for 
such action. In introducing the Bill the 
Minister engaged in a rather interesting line 
of argument. He appeared to think-or 
rather professed to think-that hon. members 
on this side would agree to the proposal for 
1 he reasons he sd forth. Let me give this 
Committe<:' a little historv about this mea­
sure. \Vhen the measure' that the Govern­
ment propose to arnenJ was introduced, hon. 
rflembers opposite were very concerned as to 
whether the Government were going to 
inerease salaries or not. They only decid 'cl 
to oppose the Bill in the House on the 
ground that the Government were goinil' to 
do it anyhow, and it would be good politics 
to put up a semblance of opposition to it, 
Certain Ministers sitting on the front Trea­
sury bench at the present time are not in 
fa Your of this Bill. If the Bill were left 
to members of Parliament to decide on 
non-party lines and according to the opinion 
of each individual hon. member, I am satis­
fied that the proposal would be defeated. 

Hon. members opposite-at least a number 
of them-are .iust as much opposed to this 
proposal as I am myself. They have, how­
ever, been whipped into line, and will prob­
ably support the Bill on division. \Vhen 

we introduced the measure we 
[7.30 p.m.] did not make it a party measure. 

\'\·e told our m0mbcrs that. if 
they desired to vot•1 against it. th ·y had 
that right. Ono hon. memlwr did vote 
with the Opposition ag·ainst the Bill. He 
is not in the Honse at the presr·nt time. Hon. 
members opposite may jnduigP :in recri1nina-" 
tions as long as they like. t•nt this is ft 

matter "·hich affects the ;tandard of members 
of Parliament. and is one upon which hon. 
members should give a decision themsehes 
without any party arrangements. Of course. 
\VC undcr:"tand that C'ertain arrangernent'· are 
to he made on behalf of tho"e more JleCf'''i­
tous members on the opposite side of th<> 
House. The hon. member ior Logan knows 
that quite intm·csting cirrulars at·e being 
~c\nt around at the present tin1e asking fm· 
subscriptions to maintain thf' Xationalist 
organisation at a high stnndrnd of dficienc:L 
ScYeral business houses haYe rece>iYc:•d thosP 
cireulars, and the rl0sirn is to c,,tabli~ h ~~ 
fund from which thev Cfllt a·.sist members 
in different. ways. , 

Thf SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : Did 
not you do that in your party? 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: Perhaps thc:v 
may decide to adopt the methods of LloyJ 
George and company. who established quite a 

Mr. Smith.l 
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large party war chest by tl"' srtk of titles. 
which gave them hundreds of thousanrL of 
pounds, and enabled Lloyd Gcorge and his 
Government to exercise a forn1 of patronage 
which wae rlestrudive of the public life of the 
country. For tho reasons I have stated I 
am definitely opposed to the Bill. It is a 
retrograde and unjust ste~'>, and isJ in my 
opinion, a prelude to a gr•neral attack o:1 
st11ndards throughout tbe comntun lty. 

The 'TREASl~REU (Ho11. \Y. T-I. Barnr ., 
1Fynmtm): When deaiing \\-ith another 
matter vcsterda v the Leader of the Opposi­
tion 'va·S rr1ost 'en1phatic jn ~tati11g' that. if 
anything· was to be quoted, V\'hether in the 
House or in Gommitt~·•. it \vas :1 fair thing 
to quote the wholE of what "as said. 

Mr. W. FoRGAN SMITH: It might not he pos­
sible to do that under the Stancling Oi·ders. 

'The TREASURER: Did you notice, }lr. 
Speaker, how he slipped to-night? 

:Mr. BEDFORD: Read it all yourself. 

The TREASURER: The Leader of the 
Opposition, >Yho took that stand last night 
against certain thing" being clone in Com­
mittee or in the House, and a bout state­
ments being rnade that Wf'rc not accurate, 
is the first one here to-night to get up and 
practically read only a portion of a mem­
ber's speech in connC'ction with an important 
matter. Here i·; an hon. memhor-the leader 
of what he says is a great part:v-and it i~ 
a party that has been wrecked by ru"on of 
its n1isdemeanour~ in the past-,vho con1f'S 
along and makes a •btcment in the way 
he has done to-night. It is perfectly true 
that I did sa··· tha,t an allowance of £750 is 
not too nnieh. for a parlian1entariau who does 
his job. I repeat that to-nig·ht. I ·ay it 
j, not too much. but ma.y I read something 
else that I said. a,. reported on pag0 351 
of " Hansard " for 192o? I referred to 
automatic increase~., and thP Prcn1ier inter­
jected-

" Thev are all auton1<.1tic inC'reasrs-the 
result of a eontraC't.." 

then said-
" The hon. gf'ntlC'rnnn can d0al \Yith 

that. I say emphatically that, whPn onP 
sees salari( a incrc-as0d fron1 £1.0(10 to 
£1.050 and from £90~ to £950 in oye;-v 
department, this is not tlw time to do 
that. I know th0rf~ are rnon sitting on 
the other side \Yho are jmt as tender 
in their heart towards the work<.- as 
I am. Ie it a foir thing thot ' f should 
be put in n posjtion of obtaining f'xtra 
money whilst many "\VorkPri' are being­
turned edrifi- nt the pn'sent timn? 1t is 
a, scrtndal. Tt js a R'Hl rcftpction upon 
the Government of the dav for them tn 
cotne along- and haYf' th0 8udarih' to do 
such ·a thinf!. This ic.: a qnc~tion of 
morolitv which should cxNcis:' thn 
GovernmPnt at this nartirn1"1~ tin1P. I 
shall certainly vote ::gain t th0 propos,tl.>' 

Mr. BEDFORD intcrjeckd. 

Tho 'fREASUH.ER: I do not know 
wh0thcr you haTe notic0d, }ir. Maxwdl. that 
on the other sir!~ there is one hon. mcmb0r 
with a v0ry big head and, perhaps, very 
small hra,lns. who is, very ionrl of interject­
ing. Hon. members can rest perfectly cer­
tain that this pertv is not out to rrd at tho 
worker, as the LPnC!,· t of the~ Oppo;ition faid. 
I-!avc you noticed }JO"\V, all this se:"sion. ho 
has triccl to br.1ittl0 this Government'? Why? 
Simnly bc~aus<e hon. members opposite were 

[Jir. Smith. 

defeated. You know what happened. Ther( 
wmc great preparations before the last elec­
tion-even the Government n1otor e:.:trs, I 
bolicYc. were cleaned up ready for a, 
gloriou:; Yictory that did not eventuate. 
(Govemment laughter.) 

The point I want to emphasise is that. as 
a matter of fact, the true friends of 'the 
rcople outside arc not those who are rais­
ing thcsP points, and who are insinuating that 
tllC'r~..' i:-; go1ng to be an effort to reduce the 
sala1·ie, of the workers. 'That is not so; 
but an dfort is being m<trlc by hon. members 
on this side to take a stand to show that, 
when men are walking about without work. 
they arc prcp,tred to depriYe themselves of 
wmc of the moncv that otherwise would be 
coming to them. ' 

1Ir. l'OJ,LOCK: Then what is the use of 
round-table conferences? 

The 'THE.'\SGRER: 'The hon. member for 
Gregory talks about round-table conferences. 
Las, night his attitude was that there should· 
not be any round-table conferences at alL 

I\Ir. POLLOCK : I did not speak last night 
at all. 

Thf, 'TREAS GRER: 'That was his attitude 
when he ~poke of round-tablP conferences. 
The need for bringing in a matter of thi& 
kind is to show that there is a desire to 
bridge over some of those diliiculties which· 
exist to-day in the community. I want to 
say emphatically that ono of the ways by 
\Yhich they can be bridged over is for men 
holding positions such as ours to show that 
\Ye want to extend the hand of brotherhood 
to the man outside, and not to widen the 
gulf or increase the difficulties which we so 
often find exist. The Leader of the Opposi­
tion was rnean enough to say that, when this 
1natter \Yas being dlscus"ed previously, some 
members on the front bench had gone round 
and urged members on the other side--

::\I r. BEDFORD : So they did. 
At 7.40 p.m., 
'The CnAJR}!AN resumed the chair. 

The TREAS'CRER: I would not be at all 
Rurprisecl at anything the hon. member would 
do. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I was in favour of it, and 
I took it. I did not sa'· that I was not in 
fcvour of it, and then take it. 

Tho TREASURER: Speaking for myself. 
I did not go round to any hon. members 
asking them to vote one way and then to 
act in the opposite way. I am prepared, 
and '-l.lwa0 s haw• Leef', to take my stand on 
any subject and accept the responsibility for· 
so doing. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You accepted tho increase. 

The TREASURER: Yes. and, if it came 
ag·e.in, I would accept it. In ans ;·or to the 
hon. gentleman, I '' ouid inform him that 
n1y services ar8 "\Vorth n1orc to the country 
than are the services of the hon. member. 

Mr. BEDFORD: For the type of Christianity 
that is mixed up with Roma street? 

The TREASURER: All I can sav is that, 
if the hon. gentleman had had a little 
more Christianity, he would not have been 
such a big failure. The Yery fact that he is 
so short of that asset is one reason why he 
i_.;; so deficient to·~day. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Becauce you are a good 
Christi:rn you arc a fine cornmission agent. 
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The TREASURER: I am ver.v glad to 
hear the hon. member say so. As a com­
mission agent I have the confidence and 
the trust of the people. May I drive that 
home? I am not the class of commission 
agent who bu:v·s a property, and, perhaps, 
has not paid for it and wants to sell it at 
an extreme price to someone else. lf the 
hon. gentleman want.; the truth, that is the 
position. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You ha,-e stolen from the 
farmers all your life. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson, i'l orrnanby): I rise to a. point of 
order. Is the hon. memb0r for \Varrogo in 
order in stating that the Treasurer has 
plundered from the farmers all his life? 

Mr. KEHR: " Stole," he said. 
:Mr. BEDFORD: " Stolen," I caid. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Did the hon. 
gcntlcrnan accuse the Tren3urcr of having 
" stolen" from the farmers all his life'? 

::VIr. BEDFORD: YC's, but I was \HOng in 
saying '• all his life." 

The CHAIR M AN: Order ! I ask the r: ''!. 
member to withdra.w those words. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I withdraw the state·r.0nt. 
Ho did not steal all his life. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. ,T. C. 
Pcterson, l'i ormanuy): I ask that the hon. 
member for \Varrego bo callcu upon to with­
draw unrceorvcdly. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. gentle­
man i:o withdraw without any condition. 

Mr. BEDFORD: I withdraw the sbtomcHt 
that he had stolen all his life. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDC: : Stand 
up when you withdra.w ! 

The CHAIR:\L\N: Order! I can tlcal 
with this matter myself I ask the hon. 
rnc1nbcr for \V arrego ouce for all to \Yith­
draw unreservedly. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You ha Ye it. 

'I'ho TREASURER: I was about to '· ·,­
that it is perfectly dear that that was 11 n:t 
of the policy submitted by the Government 
to the people. I was about to 'H~'. when 
the hon. gentlema.n interjer:tcd a \vhilc a;;o, 
that oYcry hon. rncn1b~·r on this sldo is co-ln­
mittcd to Jt. Thov arc committed to it bv 
nason of the fact that thev are ont to sen_.c 
this groat country; they ai·e out to do their 
very best. Ono of the difficulties Lcing them 
above all others IS that, by reason cf the 
extra-vagant expenditure by hon. n1e1n1Jers 
opposite when they were in power in a 
way "hich has been detrimental to the but 
irderests of the State, tlw position has bec'n 
1nadr, rnorc and rnon, difficult for salarie.3 of 
£750 per annum to Le paid. That is the 
position to-day. 

Mr. KENNY: The £13 a da" the Lt ad er of 
the Opposition got wJulcl ha·~-c gone a long 
\vay to,,ovards it. 

The TREASURER: I am here dealing 
with a que·-tion of the policy of the G·overn­
rnent-a policy which I am sure colDinends 
it~f H to eYery citi:£c:n in the cornmunity, 
because the citizens will at ]en <t say that 
members of the GO\·ernment and their sup­
porters ha vo tflkcn tbe earJieqt opportunity 
of carrying out ono of their pledge.:; in con~ 
nection with the campaign which recently 
took place. and which was fearfully dis­
astrous to hon. gentlemen opposite. 

::\fr. DASH Dlunrlinulmrra): I intend to 
oppose this measure for all I am worth. 
(Government lfmghter.) As one of the 
strongest advocates of the increace, I do not 
intend now to go hack on that advocn,cy. 
The object of the Government at this parti­
cular stage of their career is to endeavour to 
make it impossible for representatives of 
the working-class intere·,ts to take their seat 
in this Chamber. By introducing this measure 
proYiding ·for a reduction in the allow'lnces­
of parlian1entary reprosentatiYes the Govern­
ment believe they will make it impossible for 
u~ to carry on as represcntatiYes of the 
Labour moYement in this Parliament. 

l\1r. KE:<::\Y : You did not get as much as 
you did \vhen you can1e into ParlianH'nt .. 

.\n 0PPOSITIOX :\IEMBER : Ho got a good deal 
n1orc. 

:\lr. DASH: The object of this Bili is to 
make it diHi<"ult for any member on the 
Opposition ~icln to c:trry on; but I \Vant to 
c,mphasisc !hat the L~bour movement will 
stand by its membCl's despite what the Tory 
::'\ational Govnmncnt may do to its rcprc­
~entativc~ in this n1atter. Mcn1.11crs of thc­
(;overnmcnt Partv know that the~"- c ;nnot 
c"tTV on their duties as members of Pa rlia­
ntc-u't on a salary of k~;;s than £750 per yc_•ar. 
\Y" ·-aw them when they entered this 
Chamber in 1920--the same vcar as I did. 
They looked just as hard-up as any member 
of the Labour l'arty. Although they voted 
again,,t the incr0a~c \vhcn it was mooL,d iu 
1926. the:· were damned glad to recein' it 
on pay da:·. 

The CHAIR:\IA:\': Order! I a"k the hon. 
member to \vithdraw that word. 

-:11r. DASH: What word is that? 
'ThP CHAJl'l:\IA:\': 'The word " damned." 

:\Ir. DASH: I withdraw. I want to cay, 
:Mr. Robcrts. that the D<'puty Leader of the 
(:iovernrnellt, vd10n making hi:-:; speech, did 
not quote tlw wlJok of the remarks of the 
ex-Premier. He' only quoted the portion that 
suited him to put before the public of 
( ~neenf'land as a reason whv the salaries 
should be reduced. " 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
I only quoted the advice that came from the 
ex-Prem,ier. 

-:\1 r. D~\SFf : Yl-0 knovv that hon. n1cmbers 
'it tlng- behind 1 he Covernrnent are not 
mtxions for tLi . .- rneasnrc, but they had no 
:::ay 'YhatCYCl' in the HHltt€'1'. rrhry had DO 
ea:c in th<o c·lcdion of the Cabinet; they 
simpl· haYc to t1 ,l wh.,t they are told by the 
f'1abjnet. 

l\II-. KEx .Y: You arc used to doing what 
you nre told. 

:ITr. DASH: ',\"hen the Bill was introduced 
i'l 1926 bY the hon. mernrwr for Cairns-the 
tl·en Prcrnin-the then Leader of the Oppo­
!;Ition-thc prE' .... f'IJt, Prcn1jer-is reported at 
page 37.5 of '' Hansard," 1926, to have 
said-

" If <t GoYf'rnment were cornposcd of 
1nmnbcrs v:ho \Vcrc prepared to assist in 
cYcry pos~iLle vvay to encourage dc:vclo_p­
rnrnt ;,nd build np tlw country m the 
interests of t.he whole of the people nnd 
not in the iEter0sts of a section, tlH-.:a 
probabl" members would not be over­
]lrtid at £1.000 per annum." 

Cn r ~ge 376 he is reportAd as baYing said-
" I haYo found out that the people 

are just and are prepared to pay what 

JJ1r. Dash.] 
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they think a member j, entitle<] to 
receive. People out.5ide do not objC'ct 
to the £750 a :ear. I do not object 
to nc\\rspaper criticis1n of parliarnentary 
proceedings. but I do object to k.1Jing 
articles stating that membeL, of Parlia­
ment work only three month' of the 
year, because that is absolute!,,- untrue. 
I knm' what work members haw• to do. 
It takes the whole of their time if the\ 
do their jous proper!:.. I do not object 
to tho increase io Ivi1nistor.c:.n 

He ''as more concerned about the :\linisters. 
" I think they a re entitled to be ade­

quately paid for the work the> do and 
the responsibilities they ha,-e 'to under­
hke, although I think we ha.-c every 
right to criticise them for the way ,;:, 
· .. hich they do their work." · 

rrhc rcn1arks of the pl'e~,t·nt 'freasur -T 011 

that occasion have already been quoted, so 
I shall pass on to u statement made bv 
Mr. B. H. Corser, the present .Federal men:i­
ber for \Vide Bay, and then representing­
the Burn.ett elect'orate in this Ch:tmber. 
That gentleman, at page 386 of " Hanc>ard ·· 
for 1926, is reported as saying-

" I 'Yant to correct son1e jlnprt""~ions 
that have been formed as to the dutiPs 
of hon. members. I want to be fair to 
all sides of the House. If hon. members 
carry out their dutii.·s to their electorates 
as is expected of them theY have little 
spare rime at their disposal: The state­
ntents appearing in the press that hon. 
members \\ ork only four months in the 
c·ear display not only ignorance of the 
duties of hon. members, but an ignorance 
of what is required of hon. mem!Jt'rs bv 
their constituencies .. , ' 

Later on, at page 388, \Ye fin~! this state­
::rncnt-

" The £500 received at present does 
not. go into the bank. vVhcu members 
.-isit their electorates they probably are 
not able to live in their own homes. 
There are many calls upon members, 
and they are compelled to make manv 
~acrificos. Son1e n1en1bers, for fauul:~, 
reasons, cannot bring their families t.o 
the city, and others have to gi.-c w· 
little businesses that rhey ha;e bee~ 
carrying on and bring their families t.} 
the e1ty. In many cases these sacrificP; 
are not fully compensated for. I kww 
there are some hon. men1bors: who claim 
to be so hard-up to--dav that thev are 
t!nable. to meet many of the obligations 
clcvolv1ng on a n1ernbcr of l)arliament. 
~t is not our intPntion t'o oppose the 
1ncreasr frorn the point of vie\\. that ·we 
do not believe in payment of calarip; t<J 
hem. 1nembcrs." 

On that occasion the present Deputv Leader 
{)f the Government said- " 

"I am in favour of givin(~· rt pt'liticj.tn 
ll higher rate of salarv than v, c arc 
getting now. I think I shall mak0 it 
plain as I proceed, but I think hc:n. 
members on_ this side ha.-e already st,, led 
t1me after trme that they are not ,;,g-aiuot 
the atnount of the increaQe. . . ." 

Co1ning now to the hon. rne1nber for 
Enoggera--

Thc SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTIOK : 
You have not completed my remarks. You 
have not even finished the sentence. 1 went 

[1111·. Dash. 

on to sav. "but thev fool that the timo Is 
not oppol~tune to 1nal~e any increase:' 

::VIr. i\1•xv;ELL: \Yhat about misquoting 
IlO'\V? 

:\1:r. DASH: I am not misquoting. The 
hon. gentlmnan quoted :t portion enl.; o£ 
the ren1arks of the cx~Prm11ier. Th13 was 
tltc str.tt'll1l'llt' ma,de by the hon. IIlL'll!ber for 
Enoggera- ' 

"Last year I had the Yt:rY greJ.t 
pleasure of ginng· to at !Last fo;·tc fetes 
in the Enogg0ra electorate. and each fete 
cost me. on the average, £2 IQ,. . . . 
I sympathise with them, because the 
c abrv of a member of Purliament is 
totaliy inadequate to meet his expcnsc;s.'' 

::\Ir. KERR: Quite true, but I Yotcd against 
thE' incroas::'. 

Mr. DASH: The hon. member for 
Toow·mg had also something to say on the 
rnatt;r, because at page 395 we find this--

" A Minister ought not to go about in 
a broken-down four-wheeled buggy or a 
,u!ky; he ought to do his wo~·k in a 
proper, decent, respectable way In keC>p­
ing with the dignity of the position he 
occupjes.'' 

:\Ir. ::YIAXWELL: Hear, htar! 
1Ir. D.\SH: 'the non. memt>er was con­

('('rned about how a T\1iJJi::;t<::r \vent :U'l'L;nd 

and about upholding the dignity of the 
position. 

Mr. MAXWELL: You can uphold a k,l of 
dignity on £13 Os. 3d. per day! 

Mr. DASH: Nothing is said about the 
ordinary members of Parliament and about 
the position which they hav-e to uphoid. The 
Xationalist Party are concerned only , .. ,u, 
the question of trying to make it impvssible 
for members of the Labour Party to rewain 
in this Chamber. 

i\Ir. FnY: That is not correct. 

Mr. DASH: The object of this Bill is to 
give a lead to the Employers' Fe deration. 
Let me now ,·efer to the opinion expn'.'sccl 
bv the hon. member for Warwic1:. \Yhut 
\\:as in his mind was that, if the i.lci'Cf\ec of 
salaries \Vere granted to members of l'ar­
liament, it would be an inducement to thcoe 
outside to do likewise. As reported on ra~' 
397 of "Hansard," the hon. member said-

'' Surely, if we incru1se mcmbel's' 
salaries, it '.vill be used as an ..trguntent 
outside why wages should be incr~asrd 
everywhere.'' 

That is the reason behind the Bill. Accord­
ing to the Government, policy, they are 
going to amend the Industrial Arbitration 
A et and the Basic \Vag<c Act at present on 
the statute-book. Thej- · know that by giving 
this lead it. will be "" incentive to the 
Employers' Federation to take up the good 
\. ork oul.lide. Although thP member,, of the 
Xationalibt Party are agreeing to a reduc­
tion of salaries, what js happening in coll­
t}fction with this House? To-morrow I ''~rill 
put thmn to the test as to whether they 
bclic,-o in a reduction in expenses or not. 

Mr. KERR: \Ve won't be here to-morrow. 

Mr. DASH: A meeting of the Parlia­
mentary Building Committee will be held 
to-morrow, and I have given notice of motion 
that no member of Parliament be allowed to 
sleep on the premisev, and that the bedroom 
furniture be sold and the rooms be made into 
offices for members of Parliament. I shall 
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put them to the teat a~ to whcth"r the". 
\Yant to saye money for tlH' people of this 
State. Th~y say the object of tlw n'duction 
of sala.ries i;:; for the putpose of rc1ic-Ying tho 
rrreasury Of a CCl't<-till arr10Unt of C'Xpl'ttditUl'<:'. 
The upkeep of the bt'drooms in thi ., Luilrlinrr 
i.1 a charge on the Trc~asury of Qu·-•cnsland, 
anci, if the Treasury is rG:icvccl of th t 

cha,rge, it \Yi11 rrtcan mon:.- rnone, for th,__• 
taxpayers of Quecn~land. If hon. !DL'Inl ''l'"' 
opposite support that. Inotion, it \\'i il 
that the.v arn honest in agrr>L'i ug tu a 
tion of salaries. 

The SECRETAHY FOR L\not·n .1:-.:n I:-.:ln.·snr'i: 
That motion will 1·cr:v likely be cani"cl. 

Mr. DASH: That will be a 1e't of llH' 
sincerity of hon. nH'mbors oppo·.ite. and, If 
they do not agree to the rc>::o]ution 0£ •-· h1('1I 
I haYe gi\?C'll notice. it \Yi1l ;.;ho1v thc1t 
arc not sincere' in what the;• are c1ollli!' 
the present time. I kno1.~: diffcn'nt l.!.lCH~lJCt'-' 
opposite are going round asecrtoining if :w:· 
more beds can be put into different ro·m. 

Mr. KERR: Ha\e you been sp:.·illg: 

Mr. DASH: I am on the· Builc'ing Corn· 
mittce, and I kno\"\. I an1 opllo~iug thi·" 
reduction of ~alari('S lwvnu~l.~ I ron.li r.! th:~t 
n1embers of Parlianwnt are (~nritlccl i.o £750 
a year, if thev do the work of t !wir coiJ­
stituents in a Proper ITitlnncr. Tl!0"·3 of ns 
who l"f'Pl'('·:)ent eleeior·ttc·< out::ide tho :,lcu·o­
polis, and L ven men1l•C'rs rcprF e11t lllg -·1etro­
politan electorate,, haYc to put thc·ir hctn<h 
in their poekets from cby to rllly 1 o us,i.·" 
thoso in nC'cd. It if3 nothing lH'W to ~p·; 
people con1ing here from. dac' to dny fro::1 
countrv electorates and frotn cit-v ('lt:..-:lnr;ttL':-:., 
and c~.lling on hon. lllf'Jnbcr.::, 'pointing out 
thF bad position they arc in and "'bnv, for 
£1 or 10s .. or \Vhat,'ver :l1c pnrhcnlal· TI1~'l11-
ber can give then1. to l'l'lieYt' their di;.tr· ·~s 
for a ff~T\. days. Althougl1 Lon. rnctn be1·::; 
received £750 a year duriEf,'; the last thrv~ 
vcars they arC' not in anv better flHancjn l 
Position t·ha,n the\- were 1,.,·h0n thcv wcTc in 
receipt of o.C500 per annum. The < "n]y ciiff<'J­
Pnco has been that hon. n1c1nhcr;-; [~re rtl1le 
t0 look after their clcctoratns a hit more 
than was possible in the past. anc1 they nro 
abk to <lo .iustire to tl1·' position that thev 
hold. Tf p•.ople livinf.( in thr country cc• ,JC 

to Brisbane. thev !!Cnr-ralh· lr::tnt. to ~c'c OYf r 
Parliament House. and Yarions otlwr public 
buildings. and they call upon the membrc 
for the district to shmY t h"m a r01md. H c 
ij a vcrv trif'an a-nd n1iscrable rncn1lY'r if 
be dof's ;wt treat them as a member shoulcl 
treat thern when they vl-.it Parlii:lL'lC~I1- I1oa:--c•. 

The SECR~TARY FOR :VIEES: Pur in in r.hc 
book. 

Mr. DASH: An hon. mrmhrr iJ:t•,rjects. 
" Put it in the book." If l10 is so ueccl to 
putting it in the book and 1caYing it thcr,, 

I am not. A reference' to tht· 
[8 p.m.] refreshment·room records will 

show who puts it in the book. 
Just to show that the members of the Govern­
ment. <>ven on the Ministerial bench. are not 
sincere in this mot.ion. when ~;ve p:ot the £750 
nor annum, one of th0m. the Sc''rctar-.· for 
Railv;aJ .;, carne on a deputation tau the 
ex·f'remier with members of his party YYho 
,,v('re rPceiYing a country allo"\vancc\ and hl~ 
wo.s not satisfied with the £750: he wanted 
a furth0r a lio\vance to enable hirrr t.o carr,: 
on tbe work of his £'l£'ctorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.IYS: Xot a fur­
ther allowance, but the same amount as the' 
were getting. · 

11r. DASH : He \Yanted an incrf<tse on 
the £750. He rcalicNl that oYen £750 "·a,; 
not sufficient for a f·ountr, n~cm ber \Yith a 
large e1eet.orate io do th~~ \York that \\a~ 
expcctecl of him. Yet we find hou. mcmbc1" 
0pposito introducing- this Bi1l knowi!lg- in 
their 0\.n lw.uts that £750 is !lot too much 
for a nwrnber of Parlian1ent "\\ho unril's 
out the y·ork of his constitucuc:c. 

Mr. Enw\RDS: \Ye don't expect you tu b•' 
cheerful about it. 

::\ir. DASII: rrhe lton. n1cn1bc-r i~ :;:.u~iling 
to kcc•p his eoara.gr- up. 

Mr. EDW.\RDS: There aro plenh· OYer tl>l'l'•' 
who Rrc s1niling to keep their courag' up. 

::\1>-. DASH: I bopo hon. ruocnbor' •sill 
:-('L' the v isdon1 of what I r:-av. Thc\T knO\\r 

that this is only political propaganda.' \Vhen 
thA Bill was pa~scd in 1926 we did not linrl 
any of thf'n1 going- to the Trf'asnrer ';<lYlJH!,', 
"J\1r. TrE'1..surer, ·we rlo not \Yant th<' 
incn<1se." TheY went a. long- as cap:0rly and 
as f'arly as any -n1Pn1hcr of this party. 

:\Ir. COLLI~S (Boltcn): \Yhcu w<' in· 
creased our ~alatie--or our pnrljar.lcinar:.­
"llowanc<'·, to be cOrt'<'rt-in 1926. I mad,; 
rn:v }JO-<ition quite' clt•nr, ~o that tl!C' f~lPt·ror::;; 
whon1 I haYf"' the hoHonr to rPprc·oPilt \'l·onld 
kEow the positjon I took up in rt·;i·an1 to 
the jnct'('a~n of the parlian1entary nllovl,li~ce. 
I can unuerstand thP object that i.; behmd 
ihe moycmcnt ou the part of our 'Torv 
friends sitting opposite in regard to tlw 
reduction of tho parliamentary allowance. 
TheY arc following in the footsteps of. thosP 
who- ban· o:one before them-that is the 
old Torv Part.;. I hold in my hand a book 
ontitlerl " Que<msland Politics durin:; S1xty 
·Yean·," bv :I\Ir. C. A. Bernays, a. gent1eLHlll 
who is ,,:Pll knovrn to rno~t of us in thr'­
Home, and wbo d0sNYCS gTc"t crPdit for 
this sple-ndid compilation. (Hear, hear:) 

\Ye ha'·" had sixty vears of politics hero 
in Quf'C'nRland. I ain ~afraid V\'8 hayc g-one­
hack a bout sixty years! In this book 
~Tr. fk·rna:;s gives the history of the pas­
toralins when they gm·erned Qucenshn<l. In 
the course of that bistory he has the fol­
lowing paragraph:--

" P.\Y}!E'-:T OF 1\h'\IBERS. 

" As a Governn1ent 1neasure, the Pay~ 
n1CPt of lVIembers .Act became law, and 
undcJ' it m•'mber, wore paid on the basis 
of £30G a ~::'ar, with a ~;1ileage allowance 
for travPlhng expenses. 

That "·ae done in 188CJ r As you know, l\fr. 
Roberts. there WPre not many Labour men 
in Parliam0nt in 1889. Later on thoro wa~ 
an influx of Labour men into tbo Queensland 
Parliament. anrl what dirl good olci Toryism, 
that had plPnty of cash behind it-as it has 
now. I suppose, judging b:t tl1e appearance 
of their representatives-those who now sit 
on the Troasurv benches-do? Good old 
Toryism, in 1892 under Sir Samuel Grifl1th, 
in order to preYent an influx of Labountes 
into tbis House, moved to reduce the pay­
ment of members. l\1r. Bernays, in his. 
book, -says-

" RETRE'-:UD!E:-iT .UIO:'<GST l\lE:IlBERS. 

" Hon. members were faced with u, 

o:raye calamitv this vear when, by an 
~noendmcnt of the Pa;,mcnt of l\Iembers 
Act, introduced bv Griffith. their salaries. 
were reduced to £150 per annum!' 

lVIr. Collins.] 
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I rcnwmber that later on Sir Samuel Griffith 
rccf•iYcd £3 1 500 per annum as Chief Justice. 
The Deputy Leader of th~ Government knows 
that is iruo. Yet, to prevent the advent of 
the working claso to this Parlicunent, Sir 
:-;amucl \Valker Griffith intr<Jduccd measure 
reducing the salaries o£ n1rn~ber:- to £150 
a year, am! my old friend ~-\mh·ew Fisher, 
\\ho afterwards became Prime JI.Iinister of 
ihe Connnoll\"'-'ealth, repre3ented in this Par­
lianwnt the workers oi Quc-,nsbnd for a 
period of three years on that salary. Even 
though hon. members opposite wiped out 
lqlarics altogether, thcv could not kill the 
Labour rnovcu1ent; ye't thut ~emns to be 
their object at the present time. It is all 
right for our wealthy friends opposite with 
big incomes; it is all wrong whe-n men 
like rnysolf corno into Parliament. "The 
idea of giving Labourites £750 a year!" I 
.hear them say. 

I made my position quite eh 'lr during the 
.p}ectioll. I said tl1at, apart fro111 1nv work in 
making la\Ys for the State of Que6.1sland, I 
\Yas worth more than £750 to the electors 
I have tho honour tD represent in this Par­
lianwnt. for I keep a record of the number 
Df lcttcro I send out, and last year I sent 
out over 4.000. 'Will anvone say that I have 
not done good work in manv cases for those 
dectore '! I represent a Northern <'lectorate. 
1vhiC'h, as a rule, I vi~it on hYo G.::'<.: .ions each 
year. I ha,-e to travel to and fro in that 
P]ertorate. \Vill anyone sav that I have 
acr·J1n1ulated a fortu~f' durirlp; 1ny fourteen 
YE -H~ as rrpresentative of ih:• Bowrn elc(~­
tonue? \Ye have to meet tl1e charge-· of 
HJHn-dato hotels that wo sta,- at. allc! why 
shonld we not stay at those hotds ~ I sav wo 
should "ta': at first-daso hotelc. If r' am 
-good enough to be sent inhl thi' Parlia­
Hwnt, a!n I not to uphold the clignjty of 
lh0 po,Ition I hold as a leprcsPntative of 
the J""O]lle? 

\YhPn the Pr01nier IYa.;;; 1n tl~r· .:ounirv 
during the election, as Leadur of the O~)pO­
'itio". lw said !hat the £18,000 this proposal 
c\VOulcl ·aYt' would P.'l.Y the intc'rest on 
£z.10,0i'~. which coufd bP u<c l to give 
rclid to !he unemployed. "'h:,. that is only 
H dro]J in the ocean in ttealing '\\-ith tho 
unemployed problem! iVhy oh:mld we seek 
to br~littlu oursdvcs 't lVlo'3t of Lh on this 
sick~ rep re '·l"l1t large cl'C'aS o£ {'0Ulltry. 

}.fr. J\L\x WELL : \Ye reprc -c'nt the people. 

:\Tr. COLLI:\S: Some hon. members oppo~ 
"itn talk about their countrv clcetorates. 
yr .. clcctornte has an area ci about 10 800 
f-qllrre r:nilcs, and it is really one of 'thn 
'mail electoratr•s in North QneC'llsland. I 
ent· r 111y f'Ulphatic pt·otest ugaiL .,t this 
rcJuction nf our padiarucntar\ .:-d lov ance. 
I do so for another reason. I ha \'0 dc•votod 
JWactic lh: tho whole of my 'tif('. r-ither in 
Parli,•nLcrtt or Dut of Parlian10nt, in tr~Ting 

to ]lrilJP,' abcJnt bet.trr coEditioll~' for the 
'·' oll:crs of this State~ 

Thr~ SECHLTARY FOR R.UL\V.\Y;;;: ),..ou havo 
Jl01 •ucceeded. 

}1 r. COLLI:\iS: HaYf' 1~0t succeeded! 
\Y}H·n T Jook back over DIY fort· -six voarB' 
l'C''jr], lCC in QUC'Cllsland--\\;hen I' roa!i~e the 
vo~ition that the orkers occupied k~s than 
twcut.y yenrs ago, and :-cc th, po.3ition that 
t1ce.v occupy to~dar-the comparison is: Roll 
in n1v time; Heaven to-dav. There is no 
g-ettiJ]g away from that t;·uth. ·we have 
ar~omplished wonders. Having dc,,~oted the 
"~hole of my time to bringing about better 

[Ji1·. Collins. 

cor.ditions for the macs of the workers of this 
State, I always sftid that, when opportunity 
came in 1926 to increase my salary to £750 
a year, I did not hesitate in voting quite 
cheerfully for it. What is wrong in that'? 
\\' e see from time to time-I regret it­
reports appearing in the .press about profes­
sional n1en evading incorne tax-some of 
tlwm with incomes of £3,000 and £4.000 a 
year! These gentlemen do not want to pay 
their just dues to the State. lf these gentle­
men, whether they be doctors. lawyers. or 
any other professional men, are alJo;,ved to 
exploit the people to that extent. what is 
wrong with thoir paying the representatives 
of the people a fair parliamentory allowance 
to enable them to carry on their work? 

I remember that the late hon. member for 
Albert put up the best argument that I have 
listened to in my life when the salaries were 
ir'creascd from £3()0 to £500. Ho pointed 
Ot.tt that it was necessary to place members 
of Parliament above want, so that they could 
not be corrupted. The hon. member was 
on sound lines when he used that argument. 
EYory member of Parliament should be 
placed above want so that he T. ill not fall 
into tempt:;tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
You do not apply that principle to the 
judges. 

Mr. COLLINS: The judges are well paid. 
I should like to know from tho Deputy 
Loader of the- Gmernment if it is th<> inten­
tion of the Governntent to apply this prin­
riple of reduction i11 salaries in t.ho same 
proportion to every person in thE crnploy of 
the State'. He shakes his head. Is !hat 
•• -y(';;; '' or '' Ko? " I \\'as nover taught the 
lnca:ling of a shake of the head. r~ it 
thr· intention of the Gm·ernmenl' to apply 
dw reduction to the highly-paid officials of 
thi, State. l\Ir. H.obcrh. you rc-prt'sent !he 
pcoplP, like n1ysclf. Irnaginc approaching 
orw "Jf these dc-partm<'nts whcro tho Under 
Sccrctar.v receives £1,000 per annurn-in 
wme cas~s £1.100 pPr annum-tlw Assistr<nt 
l--;,dcr S, cretary, sa:, frmn £600 upvvards 
per rnnnn1, and the chlr.f c~erk rcc0iving 
l"Ore than you will receive under the pro­
posal tho Governnwnt! \Ve arc, supposed 
to be the bo;,es. are we not'? I shall ha vu to 
jJ'tcr;ie-.- n1cn whom Vi'C cn1plo~:. rnL'll \Yhorn 
~.Ye pn Y, 111011 recciYing t\vico th0 salarv in 
~·(L,lC 'e<J\;'os that \V8 '-~:hall receiYo if ~this 
.nC'aSUl'(' bf'C'OlTlC~ la\L 'VhY, it i.s not C'Oill­

!!!OH sen~e ! I rcp.rc~ent 7;000 odd electors 
in Parlj ;:tmcnt. 

ThP SEcR:z- rARY FOR 1\.AIL•.VAYS: }lisn pre­
,,·nt tlwm. 

Mr. COLLINS: I would ad \'ise the hon. 
gcntlenH!n 110t to be so foolish. I rcrnem­
bcr the time \vhen he got up a round robin 
ngain:-;t the Denharn GoYernn1( nt. I arn 
k<:cping rny ("\'e on hirn, because• there 1night 
b: anotl1er round robin. 

~;T~r point in this 1natter l.s that rny people 
do 11ot. dcQire to soc rnv 8tatus ~t:-- their repre­
~enta.t]yc low0red. T'l1eY haYP no desire to 
s• ~, me on 1 be poverty line. They desire to 
fH • 1no j u.~t as well dressed as any other 
citizen of the State. and to 1raYd throu,:h 
111y electorate as I ought to trn yel. 

Again. eon1pare our pos:itiDn ·ith the 
position of the public servant::-. A public 
,·en~ ant receiving more than £300 a 'E' H 

receive::- a traYP1ling allowance. no n1attcr 
where he g·oes in this State. \Vhy should 
reprcsentati.-es of the- people net receive tho 
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same consideration? \Yhat about the hon. 
member for Cook when he travels 1hrough 
his clcctoratc '? It i' 90.000 "'Juare mile-; 
in r•xtunt. It would take the whole of his 
.£500 to bke him thl'Ough the whole of his 
electorate if he did so properly. It i, a 
mistake to reduce the allowance of the rcpre­
~{'nra.tivc~' of the peoplP. because we were 
ablP to giYc better ::-;crYicP to the people on 
the increased allc\vancr•. R'i.· wav of jl]ustra­
tion, let me nwntion on0 l'ittle ~placC' in 1ny 
c•lec·toratc, :Haunt Coolon. \Yhich is 36 miles 
from dw raihny lin0. \Yho pays 1lw motor­
{'Uf hi:·c to take me to that centre 't There 
is no traYf>1ling allowance ~et asid0 to E'nab1e 
1ne to visit that centre. I haYe to pay it 
ont of nJy own pocket. 

~fi'. 1\.:E~~-y: I cannot do n1~: el'---•ctorau~ in 
.a lllOt(Jr-car. l haYe to take a· hoTsC'. 

l\Jr. COLLINS: That is so: and mod of 
us had to walk in tlw carh· da,·s. It h 

ridiculous to state that th~· saiYation of 
Queensl-and depends on a saYing of £18,000 
on the salaric s of lllelnbers of Parlian1cnt 
wlwn the Treasurer this Year ill be <.leal­
ing \Yith o:ver £17,000,000. I han' nener 
!ward of e. more ridiculous proposal. I alll 

su rpriscd at hon. members opposite. 
Pspccially those who represent large an·a~ 
in the North, supporting this motion. I can 
quite under,tand somP o[ the city mc:>1bers. 
to whom £750 a year is like a drop in tl"' 
ocean. supporting it. 

,\_ (}OYERN3I~:'o:T ME 'BF.R: The rich mc:1 
.a l'<' all on your side. 

Mr. COLLI::\S: Ko. At am· ra1c. I am 
entering rny protest against t'his priJposal. 
I-I aYing dcYotcd all n1y tiniP t-o .,;ccnrillg 
Getter conditions for tlw masses of the 
pC'OIJll\ surely I an1 entit~cd to a fair 
reinnner.c'tion for th0 serYice:-; I han• rf'n­
{lore.d them, for the scr-..jf'<' I an1 rendcriug 
my f~1cctorate. and for the ~PrYice I ant 
re'udf'ring to the Statf' of Q~H~en.slaiHl i11 
helping to mak(' the land prospnons and its 
pe-ople happy and contented. 

0PPOSITiOX MEMBERS: HPar, hear ! 

~lr. BRCCE (E·nnr'd_1!): There is not the 
slighte:;t doubt in my mind that this ques­
tion has been introduced for the purpose• of 
gaining politica 1 capital. So far a~ I an1 
con('0rned, the GovernE1ent are entitled to 
all the political capital thoy can get out of 
it. \Ve must exclude the new memhc'l'S frolll 
our criticiF1n, as they were not iL the liousc 
'rhn1 th8 incrc<Isc "':< 3 1nade. The increase 
originated only by rnembr>rs of the then 
Opposition avproaching ll1C'Illbcr·;; of thn 
Labou1· Party, .:mggr"'tin-g that a round robill 
be llrcparcrl <.:nd sigrH•d fo1· prt>sentatioH to 
thP CoYernmc11t asking that the :-saJariP~ b(' 
reYiowcd. I notice that tl11• majorit~- of 
tho~o hon. niPrnbers who suggested rh(• roo.n:d 
robin are not in this Chan1bcr to-nigl1t. 
The:v haYe thought it wi.,p to keep o1n of 
the HotF-2 while this debate proccerh. The 
fact remains that there wcrr' r<'J1l'l'-
~c,ntatjon~. rnadc b~,· me1nbcr:-> of t pl'f'-

f'C'nt Govcrnn1(•nt, tbcn sitting tn t )ppo~i­
ricH, for the signing of a round robin, to 
dodge the pt1blic. jn order lo secure an 
incrca~f) in salaries---not io £750 but io £875 
or £1.000. That vas tlw prop0,-ctl m ,de by 
1nerube1s of the pre',ent Go\·ernn1ent, wh('n 
in opposition. 

~1r. EnwARDS: Yc.u ought 1o lw made to 
:nanw them. 

Mr. l3R L: C.F:: But the Labour Part·· sairl. 
"\Ye \Yill make it a party matter; ,;-e will 
t<ndertak!: the ·whole responsibiti(v; we will 
go into the House and tell the people tlut 
we arc going to increase the salar;v to £750." 

The SECRET.\RY J<'OR PcBLIC I~'STHr·cnox : 
\Ye arc going to dC'crC.t"-C it T!OW. 

1Ir. BRl'CE: ·Yet c..-crv- n1crnbt•r of the ih:_~,l 
Opposition oppm~ed the. incrP::tse. although 
1hey had made tl1e"' <.•arlier ap]iroaclws to 
the Govcrrnnent of the day. I tun ~Pl'aking 
1o-night lwcau>c I supported this m·ttlc;r in 
the 1~arty delib-~rations when it vvas originalt:r 
brought about.. I think it only honest. there­
fore, to explain my ..~,ttitudc when thtJ matter 
is befm·, this C'hambcr. .Previouslv. l had 
OC'ca~ion to rcft'r to the cry for grc'Utcr pro­
duction. on \Yhich ocrnsi'Jn I statc'd 1ny 
experience~ when I was \Yorking 1nuch 
harder than I an1 to-day, \Y!1en I was getting 
frmn thosP wondc~rful ernplrJyers rrho always 
encourage us to \York hard £180 per year. 
or. to adapt tl1" liucs of Goldsmith, '·I 
"·as pa""ing rich on £180 a year."' Th~~ 
proposed rednction, the1·cforc, \vill not be a 
button off m;; waistcoat. so to speak, to thP 
conditions that existed then. 

\Vhnt was tlw position in the old squaitf'r 
clavs-in tf10 davs of thP first Parliament of 
Qnveenslanrl? :N-o salories VYcre paid, and 
hon rnernbers sa-crificf'd t homsel Y('S on the 
alta-r of duty! But 1tt the same time they 
presented theinsl~lvc.-3 \vith some of the 
choicest-, land as a rc>comllPnsc; ar1d thcit· 
salaries \Vl'ff' actua1ly n1uch greater than 
those \Yhich bavo been rccPi,·ed sin<"'r. Lat.er 1 

~::tladcR were allo,Yf'cl. and thPsc were gradu­
nllv inf'rea~,ccl as tirnP Jlro~rf")"'od. \Yith the 
rrs.nlt that \Yorkcr~ \\'('re enabled to secur 
direct rcprc<::.cntation in Parlianu~nt. ~o'>·: 
the desire is to low0r those salaric·• "\Yith 
the object' of making it more difficult fer 
hon. rnen1bers to reprc~cnt their electorates. 
On<' hon. member has alr0ad.v said that. 
as Pomparcd with 1914. the purchasing pow('l' 
of the ,,oyercign to-cla0· is only 12s. 2\fy 
constituents in thP Ker.ncdv elcC'torate raised 
no objertion to dw incrc,,·,e to £750 per 
~·ear. rrhey arc inte1Jlgent pPople, and 
thev kncn that. if thev want a capable 
ll!Cl.'l to r<'nres,>nt them. ·he h~s t.o be paid 
an a-elf'quai:c salary. If tht' £500 now pro­
po,ed v:cre a definite salar.v payable to hon. 
mernbc1·s. eY•'rything \\'OLrld be qnite all 
right; hut there are numerous incidental 
f'xprnse;.;; attaching to the office of rnmnbcr 
of Parliampnt. In 1ny own case. on a very 
low cstin1ate. it costs me• £100 per year to 
Yi~it rnY clf•rtoratc. which. 'vith th0 cxpendi­
turr Cnt.Yiled in entertaining, etc., is 
incrcas0d bv £50 a year ; itnd there an• 
nnllH~rous Ot.hcr expc~1sc~. Indeed, on a 
:-'Hlar.v of £500 per yc11r. the net amount 
H('Crning io tht• Inemb('!' ~~vill be somc­
•,YI!cre in the vicinity of £250. 

In rai:-ing- this question. tho Dcputv Lf- lder 
of thf' GoYf'l'nn1C'ni- quott'd a. speech ~n1adc in 
1926 bY th<: !'X-Prcrn1er, sayin~ in effect 
thctt. bt'''au~c 1lw ex-Prc-rnl.-:r said that. this 
Government would c;trrv it into effect. It 
j., nbviouslv not b0cn,nsc' Vi hP cx-Prc1niPr sairl 
anythjng Ugainst inerC'asjng soJa ries, but for 
thr purpo~P of crc.1t.ing the right atn1o;;;­
phcre outsiclP. for \\'0 ha Ye not h•ard. of 
anv other Bills being introduced to gtve 
eJl'ect to what the ex-Premier maY haYe 
stated. " 

There is not the slightest doubt that, had 
those hon. members been worrying about 
the poor workers outoide, as some of them 

Mr. Brut·:~_; 
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lran' profo~socl to be during this debak. 
the: could have t8.ken the £250 and given 
it to some of the charitrrble institutions or 
.;;;omc of th0 pocr v, orkers tbc:v are ~o worried 
n bout. Did they do that'! Of con ne they did 
li.Ot. 

CiovEn'\:\IEXT MnrBERS: Some of us did. 

:\Ir. BRUCE: You can tell that to th<' 
kindergarten. Thr .. ' took that rnoney .Dnd 
put it jn their 0\Yll rJoC'kPh. As a matter 
of faet, hen. 11Jen1ber·'l vdw Ollposcd tbP 
incre&se in this House nearly killed some of 
their comrrrdcf. in their rush to the Trca~urv 
to collect it. If the Opposition at that tim'e 
were opposed to the increase because they 
wanted to a8'ist the \Yorkers. thev could 
have pooled the whole lot, capitalised the 
fund, and thereby kept hundred, of workers 
from starvation and want. Thev did not do 
that: and now they come here and wet their 
whiekers with tL.ns trying to tell the people 
that they were opposed to taking the increase 
of £250 because of the position of tho 
people outside. 

Again, we haYo some of the wealthiest 
men in Queensland and some of the wealthiest 
nwn in this House liYing hero at 36s. a week 
-living here in bedrooms with splendid 
appointments and food supplied at a cost to 
them of 36s. a week. They are the people 
who get up and say, " \Ye want to cut clown 
expenses because ther<' are poor people out­
Side who are unemployed." That is the 
rottenest kind of hypocrisy that could possibly 
he practised. They arc well able to go to 
hotels in the metropolis and pay their way. 
Illstead of that, they are living, battening, 
and fattcning on the people of Queensland 
ia this building at a cost of 36s. per week. 

:\fr. EDWARDS interjected. 

:'llr. BRUCE: You are one of them. The 
hon. 1neznber for ::\ anango js supposed to be 
a harclv;orking fanner, and he tolls us of 
th,, trials and tribulations he endured in the 
old bark hut. He is not living in a bark 
hut now. He is living in a bedroom at 
Pa diamont House at 36s. a week, with clean 
sheets every second morning. Y f't these hon. 
members haYe tho chO'ck to come into this 
Assen:bly and state th"t their object in 
roducmg salaries 1s to aseist the poor people 
outside. They shou Id know the cost of 
different things. \\'hen I visit my elector­
ate. I have to visit approximatEly lift:' 
d1fferent places. and in some of those places 
I have to hire cars, while in other places I 
travel on horoeback. At the lowest estimate 
that cost< mo £100 a voar. Then it costs 
me another £50 a yeo r c to entertain visitors 
who come to Brisbane from mv electorate. 
As I said. before, so far as the proposed 
reductwn u eoncerned. compared \Yith the 
£180. a year those wonderful employers gave 
n.-; I.Vtten WP wer0 dotng our best to increase 
the production of the State-well. it is not a 
button off my \vaistcoat. I am satisfied that 
I .~hall go on living quite all right, and it 
\nd hurt me a lot loss than it will hurt 
some hon. members opposite. 

The suggestion has been made that we 
should have approached the Arbitration 
Court. The most dishonest thing that anv 
Government could have done would have 
been to approach the Arbitration Court 
because we are the creators of the Arbitra: 
tion Court. We appoint the members of the 
court., and we fix their salaries; and, if we 
were to go to a body whom we appointed 
and ask them to fix our salaries, I have 

[Mr. Bruce. 

not the slightest doubt that the,; would give 
m £1,000 a year. and that a fortnight after­
wards the,; woL1ld ask us for an increase of 
their own salarie~. 

The honest, fair, and reasonable thing to· 
cla was to clo it in the way the Labour 
Goyernrnent did. If I thought for a minute 
that this reduction v.·ould in any way assist 
tl;" . unemployed. I would support it, if 
l\'iinl:-;ters would agree to a reduction of 
one·ihinl of their ,;alaries. vYhen vou are 
dealing with figures you mmt de;11 with 
1hcm on a percL•ntage basis. The ordinary 
member of Parliament is to have his salal",' 
reduced b:,c 331 per cent. ; Ministers ar·., 
reducing their salaries by apnroximateh 
20 rcr ceut. · • 

If the_y are honest, if the Treasurer \Va.~ 
worrying about the poor unemployed \Vorkcrs 
outs1do. would he uot say, ''one-third of 
my -,.alary must. a;o" ., ViTould he hold ou to 

that extra percentag-e? )[ o. He 
[8.30 p.m.] has got a \Yonderfulh kind 

heart, but a wonderfu.lly big 
P<;ckct, and he loves to fill it. His pockct.s 
\nil alv. a :vs be fuller than his heart. If 
they were always hom'st on the front Govern­
ment l1cnch-if they haYe a spark of honesty 
-they would say to the people of QuP<>mland. 
"\Ve, together with other nlf•rnbcrs, arf' 
going to reduce our salaries b-v 3Z j per cent.'' 
They "~'" not honest. ' 

'The SECREHRY FOR LADOUR A;o.;n Icm<>TRY 
iuterjec·tcd. 

l\lr. BRUCE: The Secrc'tarv for Lal,our 
and Indtlstry is a product of that' mild and 
melodious race that forms the subject matter 
of '" Uude Tom's Cabin." I hope he .will 
not interject any further. l-Ion. members 
opposite will not be honest. It is the attitude 
we expect from them as rulers of this­
Government. and it is the .attitude which Wf' 

have anticipated and which will bo pl'owd 
to tho people in the future. 

Mr. DU:\'LOP (llorkhamZJion): I han' 
pleasurp in rising to say a fe\i\-. ·word.r::. 011 thi~ 
itnportant subject, not -wi:-<hing either ~iclc 
to think for one moment that. like '·Omc hon. 
m cm ber~. I am inebriated with the exuber­
ance of m:: own verboeity. (Laughter.) I wish 
the ()l})lOSition to rcali'e that. when they ill'(" 

alluding- BD emphatically to hon. mcrnbPr' oil 

the Goyernn1f'1Jt side-through a fla1Y in 111l' 
constitution of the A"omblv. there is no 
place for the Independent mcmher 01' to thP 
leader of my party, ~;amcly, m,-,,elf-·I hop<' 
tlF·y will not misrepre-sent me wh1 n thr·,- arP 
alluding so drasticall.v to tlu' Gor;->~·rur;l~ut 
side of tlw House. be<"~us-· I have hP a rd a 
smattering about tho Sleigh ao;rc•nrwnl and 
the policv of the Premier. :\Iy pnlic,--wllat-­
cYcr it js-·-thC'v can rf'st as.-ured is ·· fair­
dinkun1,'' a1HJ I an1 ne.;~ roinp· to be drag·f!,'t'd 
jnto the n1Pf.s rho\' an' in nr J.aye nrv honour 
besmir~lwd. I i·o ~·-1-raiP bt forward. or get 
out. and I arn rising ju· t to nvkP known rn:v 
policy. (Interiect.ions.) I am hrrl' to m'lkf" 
rn:v own :-rJe£'ch and tn tnke no notice of 
anvhodv el,r. (Hear. hear! and ];mghtPl'.) 
vYhrn I ha"'' ftnishrrl. r think I "ha 11 h:tYP 
}H'OYed. ; one of those• who w0re hvt•nty-eig·hi 
vPar·- in thP GoYC'rDffi('Jlt <>C'rYiL'P, ~hat -;,ye 
~-'arrrcd our ]ittlP bit--and T \Yart thf' Scrre­
tar for Raihvav-, i-0 rl'a li~P tJn:-~t. ns o1rl 
railwcJv S{'rY;lr~t.s," \YC \Yf'l'~ cxp:-ctPd to p.._rn 
our }JiL T run going i-·J prOYi"' 1hat \H' a.;; 
parlianF•ntarians do not hone -.tlv (''l rn ,dw.t. 
we are about to g·rt. (Lo·1cl laughter.) I 
an1 rea11:v earning- down to the ~r~me salary- n~ 
I recciYed as Mayor of Rockhampton-an 
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allow·ance of £500 per year-···and I am sup­
porting the rcdurtion of n1en1b(•rK' ~alarics 
to £500 to be true to the princi plc I stood 
for as mayor. M" reason for the attitude 
I t:tke w!ll be something solid, and the Oppo­
srbon wrll have no cause to complair1 like 
the, have cause to complain of some hon. 
members on the Government side who accord­
ing to them. try to get under ~ver or 
t!nough the fence. (Laughter.) 'lihe OprJOsi­
twl_l wrll remember the Labour Convention 
whiCh was l_1eld at Emu l'ark. There they 
refused to gn·o the basrc wage to the workers 
whom the0 are supposed to represent. 

Gon;m;}!EX'r :\Ir-.!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
(Opposrtwn drssent.) 

Mr. DUNLOP: I challenge contradiction 
of that, and if hon. members opposite can 
prove to the contrary, I am prepared to 
rcsrgn my seat. The basic wage was £4 5s. 
If you turn up the division list :1t that con­
vent:on-n 1nay not l1ave been at Etnu Park~ 
but rt was at one of the Labom· conventions, 
and I was there throughout the piece-you 
wrll find that vo;·v few oth0r ih an the then 
hon. member for Fitzroy, Mr. Harold 
Hartley,. and one or two more, stuck up for 
that basrc wage of £4 5s. The convention 
declared that it was onlv in favour of 
giving £4; yet t.hey are su~pposed to repre­
sent the workers : I am prepared to prove 
as an Independent member that I do repre­
sent the worker, urGspective of who ho is. 
Yet those. same members, when they came 
?ack to thB House a few months afterwards 
mcreased their own sahuies from £500 t~ 
£750. (Opp~sit_ion interruption.) I chal­
lenge contradrctwn of that. I maintain that 
it was only right and honourable that, before 
the salarres of members wow rai~~od, the 
people should have been told \Vhat they pro­
posed to do and that they comidered the 
?ourrtry was in a financial position to stand 
It.. If an~' Government members wish to 
rarse salaries contrary !o that principle, 
they are not comrstt_•llt \nth \vhat tlwv pro­
po~e to d? now. I say quite frankly" that, 
If the duties of a member of Parliament are 
carl'lod out as they ought to be carried out, 
£750 IS none too much, espe"iallv for mem­
bers who have to come from Gro;,.orv Cook 
an~ othe_r ~ista1_1t parts _of the St~te." 'If any 
dtfforentrabon m salarws is to be made I 
agree that they should get more than I do 
"ho come only from RockhamptDn, whilst i 
ohould get _more tha!t the man representing 
a metropohtan conshtucn_cy, who only needs 
to take a hop. step, a.nd JUmp to enable him 
to reach Parliament House from his home. 
On the other hand, I have to live away from 
home.. I intend to set an Pxample at any 
rate, 111 one respect, \vhich is quite' new for 
:t politician from Rockhampton. If Rock­
hampto:l :was a, good <'nongh phoe to put 
me m, rt " gooo enough for me to have my 
homo there, and out of m v £500 I shall 
maintain n1y borne there anrl 1Jay 1ny expenses 
her~ and go homo onh- when it is urgently 
necr-,sar::' for me to do so. (Laughter.) I 
am afrord hon. nwmbcrs have misconstrued 
me. (Laughter.) \Vhcn I said that I would 
not f:'O home except c,n urgent matters. I am 
afrard that hon. members have allowed some 
m!sconccption to percolate through their 
mmcls, and are trying to put a " ·winning 
Post" construction on it. (Lond laughter.) 
I want to be at my post hero to attend to 
my duties. 

The late Premier said on one occasion 
during the election campaign that, if he 
was returned, he would divide the House on 

this que~;tion, and that those who voted for 
£500 \Yould get onlv £500, and he and those 
of his party who ,:otod for £750 would got 
£750. That shows what a poor knowledge 
of legiclai.ivo work the late Premier had, 
bocanc·i' all hon. members have to be treated 
alike. Hon. members are looking well after 
the prescription I administered in my maiden 
speech. I then concocted a suitable dose of 
medicine for them. and on this occasion I 
have to swallow' a do'<' myself. I have to 
take i~· standing or sitting, and of course I 
arn go1ng to take it. 

It is no use trying to get away frou1 thP 
fact. If the salary has been increased 
unconstitutionally, then I want to start 
afresh. Let us raise our salaries at the 
right time and at the right place-before we 
are eiE,ctPd. I do not believe in any half-wav 
house bu"iness. I speak with the mind of ai1 
inch,ponclent member. I hope that it is 
not the intention of the Government to 
apply tho pruning knife to the necks of the 
workers merf'!y because the salaries of 
parliamentarians are being reduced. If 
ther0 is to be any retrenchment, then lll)' 

vote on the floor of this Chamber will aiway>< 
he_ '!l favour of starting with the higher-paid 
oilicutls and working downwards. The E-!cc­
retary for Railways and everyone else dis­
cuss the railways. If a railway worker \V€'re 

seen talking for frve seconds, he would be 
told that. if he did it again, he would be 
suspended. I have grown quite fat on this 
job. I have put on weight since I havP 
been here; and, if this is tho life that I 
have to live for £500 per annum the•r I 
do not think I shall be able to 'get into 
my clothes, and my wife will not know rno 
when I got home at the end of the y<':1r. 
\Vc assemble in this Chamber on Tuesdav. 
\Vednesclay, and Thursday, workino- an 
average of eightPen hours a week. ~Com­
Jlaring our salary of £500 per annum and 
the hours that WC work with the wages of 
the worker, it is a disgrace to the countrv. 
and there is no wonde, that the cou ut;~ 
i" not payiug its way. We, as 11arliarnc1l­
tarians, work eighteen hours a week for £750 
per annum or £500 per annum. I am honest 
enough to advocate that, if we are to receiYc 
£500 per annum. then we should introduce 
a Bill to comm<:'nce work on Mondav morn­
ing, finishing on Saturday, like any <Jrdinal')' 
''orker. That is tho policy for whieh I 
stand. It is no use trying to dodg·e the 
issue. Put as 1nuch jam as you like betw{'en 
the slices of bread; whether they be inde­
pendent slices or not, it makes no differPn<'e 
\Vo have to swallow the medicine. Thrr<' 
is only one man that I can remember in nn 
('areer that I bolieyc they could not hang. 
That was :\fr. Lee. Three times tho bolt 
was drawn and three times the trap-door 
refused to go down. Dut I am satisfied that 
on this occasion the Treasurer has 3ccn 
that the bolt has boon well greased, and. 
metaphorically speaking, the black cap has 
been drawn over our faces; and \vheu tho 
bolt is drawn, the trap-door will drop; and. 
when we seventy-two members stand on that 
trap-door, we must all go the one \vay. 
whether we like it or not, and bang will go 
a " fiver " a week. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DRASSIJ\"GTON (Balonne) : I 
listened with a great deal of interest to the 
speech made by the Deputy Premier in deal­
ing with this matter; and I paid cardnl 
attention to his outlining of the case fm· tlw 
Government, giving r0a~ons why this red.uc­
tion should be brought about. He failed to 

1Ji1·. Bmssington.] 
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iliform us that it was th~; mtention of the 
Government to reduce the salaries of the 
Ministers by 331 p< r cont. Why penalise 
private members of this Chamber, whilst 
members of the l\1inistry are pennirtod to 
•it on the front Government bench and enjoy 
a fine high salary? If they were consistent. 
th0y w<mld at least apply the 'ame principle 
to themselves. I view this question from a 
serious angle. I think it is one of principle, 
and one that concerns the people of this 
State. 

If the State is to receive the ,;(•n-icos of its 
best men as representatives in this Parlia­
ment, then it must pay those men a reason­
able salary. A salary of £750 is not exces­
sive. During the course of the election 
campaign from many platforms I told the 
people very definitely that, if I were 
returned to this Chamber, under no circmn­
ste.nces would I vote for a reduction in 
salary. My point is that the peovle in rriy 
electorate understood my views, which were 
yery definite, and, notwithstanding that, 
they returned me with a record majority. 
Consequently I am on safe grounds iu 
expressing my views upon this proposal. lt 
is not the question of a salary of £750 that 
matters, for in the last analysis it is a 
question that rests with the people. It is 
for the people to say who shall rcprcs0nt 
them here. If the people sent the right type 
of representative here, that represcmatiYc is 
worth £750. As they returned me to this 
Ch>trnbcr on 11th May, I contend that I 
necoi,-ed a mandate from them on this ques­
tion CJ.nd that they considered I was worth 
the >alary then paid to me. 

I desire to trace the historv of this cam­
paign to reduce the salaries ~,f members of 
1'arliarnent. During the election campaign 
the Premier made a promise to the people­
a promise which he did not realise he would 
so coon be called upon to fulfil. He was 
backed up by other hon. members opposite, 
who. in turn, went round the country vilify­
iug the Labour Party for i1Jcrcasing the 
salaric::; of hon. rncn1ber~. A n~ry irnportant 
point is involved here lo which I desire to 
ea!! the attention of the Deputy Leader of 
the Government. Hon. mcrnbt•rs opposite 
are ahtays preaching the beauties of consti~ 
tutional government, and stressing to the 
people that Parliament should be rc,pccted; 
but the propaganda indulged i11 by them 
during the campaign tended to reduce the 
dignit:.' of Parliameut to a vcrc· low level in 
the eyes of the people. Hon. members oppo­
site who are so roady to ri~e and sing. 
" God Save the King" in a spirit of 
patrioti5m for tho purpose of securing a 
politieal advantage over n1y party havo 
deliberately broken ono of the principles 
they stand for. 

It is worth while to recall the history of 
this :•;-L.lary increaso. '\Ve rernetnber the 
speeches on the qLwstion made by hou. 
members opposi_te. Many of them. when 
adclres.sing this Chamber, offered the opinion 
thar £750 was not too much to pay a nwrnber 
of ParlianHmt) but, \vhen pressure '''as 
brought to boar upon them, they voted 
against their convictions. It is a fact that 
immediately the Bill was passed hon. bCm­
bers opposite could not reach the Treasury 
<JUickly enough in order to collect t.he 
incrPased salary. If they Y\'ere sincere in 
their convictions then, the only honest course 
for them to have pursued, osp(wially after 
voting against the measure in this Chamber, 
was to have refused to accept the increase. 

[Jlr. Brassington. 

Thev collected the inerease, after having 
condemned the Government for making it 
available. But the matter did not end there. 
Shortlv after this a deputation of hon. 
members in t.his Chamber docidecl to inter­
view the then Premier on the question of 
tra vel!ing allowances. 

.Mr. COLLD;s: The Secretary for Railways 
was amongst them. 

:Mr. BRASSI~GTON: That is so. They 
had "hide " enough to approach the then 
Prcrnicr, after condenu1ing· the increase in 
,alarv. and suggest to that gentleman that 
the\'. should be granted a travelling allow­
ancE'. Is there any consistency in their 
action? What did the late Premier say? 
He said lo the Secretary for Railways, 
" There is the door; .get out or I'll nut 
you out." It was a very fitting answer to 
his requc,t. 

Hon. mernbers opposite say one thing in 
public for the sak~ of catching the eye of the 
people and quite a different thing in private. 
A greater example of political hypocrisy than 
that would be difficult to find. The s,,crotary 
for Railways claimed that during the last 
election carnpaign he rl.id not ruake an issue 
of the inCI'easc in salaries. He told the 
people iJ1at he ·was uot again'2t an increase 
iu salary. 

The SECRET mY FOR H.IIL WAY~: \\'hat you 
said about mvself and i.hc Premier is not 
correct. -

Mr. BRASSI:\"GTO:\": Th' Home Secre­
tarv is another »ho clainwcl that the salary 
uo>~ paid is not too high. I know, too, that 
the hon. rnembcr for Nanang·o and other 
hon. members honestly believe that the salary 
should not be reduced. 

Mr. EDWAUDS: \Vho told you that? 

:Yir. BRASSI:\"GTON: You told me your­
self. If these gentlemen are honcst--

:\fr. EDWARJJS : You are not telling the 
truth. 

l\1r. BRASSL'\GTOX: Let tbcm cross over 
to this sid" of the Hott."~' and record their 
YotE·· against the proposal of the GoYunment. 

JYlr. ED\VARDS: You arc devoid of an argu­
ment wheu you bring up a thing like that. 
You are getting down low. 

Mr. BRASSINGTOX: I listened to the 
hon. rncrnber for :\ auango when he addressed 
this Chamber last night, and, if I had ever 
heard a iower political speech delivered, I 
cortainly would apologise to him. .I say 
definitely that, if hon. n>ernbers oppo,Ito do 
)10"'"-C'SS a rncrnbcr to Yf'ntiinte gnevanccs 
through the sewer, then the hon. member for 
Kanango is tJw rnan. 

The result of this moYe to reduce 'alarios 
\\'ill scriou;o:;lv aff(1~t mcrnbers on this side 
of the Chauiber, for the reason that all. of 
us are sPr\-in{r n, great 1novcn1ont \Yh1eh 
demands our L~st sei·vicr• at all times. VVo 
are unable to pur~ue a profcs~ion or go in!o 
business; consequent]"- we hwe to rely _solel.Y 
on our parlian1cntary allo\vancP, an~L Jf th1s 
measure is passed, it V/ill placP us n~ a very 
awkward position, for "\VC' shall certainly find 
it vrn· difficult to carrv on with £500 a year. 
When. the Deputy Loaa"r of the Go,-emment 
'\Yas a.ddrc'"~ing tbis C'han1bt~1· th1s aftnrnoon, 
he did not tell hon. m em bel's these facts. 

'l'he SECHETARY FOR Pl:BLIC IKSTIHJCTION : 

What facts? 
Mr. BRASSINGTOK: He did Dot say, 

fn,tly, that many hon. members opposite, 
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,,tJthough they will he losing £250 per annum 
a.; the result of the reduction in ~lary, vvill 
sa;-e a considerable arnount as the result of 
th,-:! Goyernn1cnt's poJiry. I Yenture to say 
that. as tho result of the sa le of Rtate entcr­
pri::;.~~.;-the sacrificn of Stat~~ cntPrprises­
nwnv mcrnbcrs will rnake n1nch n10l'P than 
£250 annually. I am going to aok the 
Trca···Urer a question--

The SECRETARY FOH Pl'BLIC I::\­
STRUCTIO="f (Hon. R. :}.L King. Louan): 
I ri;e to a point of order. The statement 
madP bv the hon. m••rnber for Balonnc is a 
dire('t rCf:lcction on the nH~lnbers of this sidP 
of the Chamber. If it means anything at all, 
it ]3 an in1put._._tion of brib·~r.\ and corruption. 
I ask that the hon. member be made to with­
draw that statement. 

The CHAIR MA~: I understand that the 
hon. rncmbcr for Balonne uutde a statcn1ent 
that the members sitting ou the Government 
~idP would rec0iv0 oa~ily £250 rwr annunt 
from the sale of Stat0 ontcqn·i -c,s. I must 
ask tho hon. member to \vithdra\Y thac: ~tate­
n1f'llt. 

::\1r. BRASSINGTON: If you will JWrmit 
me. :\lr. Roberts, I will ma];c m: self clear. 
I intended to convev that. as the re·,ult of 
the disposal of state cntf'rprise~. business 
concerns outside \YouJd tHnv haYe a chance 
to Pxploit the people of this State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PDBLIC IKSTR1!CTIOX: 
You said nothing of tlw kind. 

:\fr. DRASSI::\GTO::\": I also aclcktl this 
fact-that tnany member:-, oppositP wPrc~ bu~i­
uc~~ n1f'H, and they \vou1d C'lljoy bcuf'fits a:-1 
th<' rPsult of the sale of State <'ntPrpriO< s. 
r cJ::tim that thf'rP i8 nothing \Yrong- in that 
:'tilt-C'r11PllL and I do not think tlJat I shou1<l 
he call eel upon to withclra ,,_. 

The SECRET.\HY FOH. Pl:DLTC IK­
STRCCTIO:'>i: I press m:>' puint of order. 
';'rh0 stn1C'InC'nt in~t mach~ bY the· hon. rncrnber 
i" no)- in p_rcordanDC wjth 'fact. 

The CJL\IR:\L\="f: O;·c]p,·' ::\f,,_ Bra-,sing­
·ron. 

:.VJr. BP~ASSIKGT00:: Cuntinu1Lg n1.: 
argument, I \Yould ask the Trea,:.urcr a ques­
tion: During the pa9t few YL'ar~ we haYP 
l:.card thnt hon. nH~mbcr aud other hon. 
rnf'n1brrs dE'hating the qtwsi-ion of Statr­
t~ntcl'pric:c-s.. Repnatedl:v \\'8 h·n·c beard thcrn 
a'"ail the State Produce Ag·c•nc\·. I offer the 
opinion that. the State Pr~duc;, Agency haY­
lng hef·n sold to priYatc cnt0rprisc. those firn1:; 
(·ondnetiug husine'· ~c·:3 ~in1ilar to , he busine~~ 
{'onductcd by the Trcanuer will 110 lc,_dgPr 
l1aY8 tho opposition of the Stale Produce• 
.\genrv~ and, con~equ0ntly. that ill rnc-an 
quite a lot to thorn. V\7'i1l tlh--. Tr:...'a:•LU('J' dc'll)-' 
that. The Deputy Pn_'rnicr abo failt'd to 
inform this Committee that tlw Attor,JCY· 
General i~ crc,clited'-with rPcciYirFt OYC'J' £3.060 
a yoar b:.· minuting bril'fs. If that is so. it j,; 
little \YOnder that hon. n .. 'rnbPrs opposite are 
i11 favour of a reduction of salaries. LeL 1ne 
earr:· my argument a bit further. Tho''" hon. 
JHC'n1b0r~ opposite ,\·bo ,'re• not in bu~;inc ,, bnt 
who arc n1aking a living on thP land certainly 
\\·ill <'njm: benefits as a result of tho sus­
pcmion of the rural workers' a\Val"d. Under 
that aw·trJ they were> called npon to pay 
a certain rato of wag<'. and now that the 
a;, arc! ht been euspcudecl. tlwv can employ 
nnal \Vorkc-rs at 10s., 15~ .. ur £1 a \YCck, and 
I sav their concc.ssion for th~ salarv redur­
!lon ·come~ in thtre. Last, bnt not~lcast, I 
.urn told on gDod authority that those hon. 

lllCllJbcr~ who have no business v-.rill lose 
nothing by this proposed r0duction. I undc•r­
stand that durinr the e-lection campaign the 
big jnsurance cornpanic and othf'r business 
interests nrornisod tho K ntionalist-Cuuntrv 
Party the ·sum of £2,000.000 to relieve unen1-
ploymmet. (Government laughter.) 

The SECHETARY FOR l'DBLIC JxSTRUCTION: 
That- is something new. 

Mr. BRASSJNGTON: ThoH big business 
concerns also told hon. members opposite 
that thoy could lutyc that money to relieve 
unemployment or that it coul-d go into 
the party's fighting fund. (Government 
laughter.) It is a well-known fact that out 
of that sum of monev will como the £250 
necessary to make up the salaries of hon. 
members opposite who arc st:;ffcring a 
decrease as a result of the passing· of this 
measur0. There is no gainsaying facts. 

The i'lECHETARY FOH l'J.:BLIC lXSTHUCTION: 
It is not a fact. 

Mr. BRASSII\GTO::\: A reduction of 
salaries will hurt hon. members on this side 
alone. and bon. members opposite will enjoy 
greater benefits. This spirit of self--sacrifice 
is quite all right as a g<"''ture to the public 
outsi-de ; but in the la ;r. analvsis hon. 
1nen1ber~ Gpposite sacrificp nothillg, while 
theY Inake hon. lllCinbers on this siJe Racri­
fice. £250 a year in an cndl'a vom· to cripple 
the La.bour Party. 

Before· I conclude I \\",llll to rduk a state. 
mcnt that has boon mack in this Chamlwr 
on llHtnv occasiDns I 1 ha been said that 
£750 a ~Yf'<) r 1~ toO uiuch for a mernbcr of 
Parliarrll:llt. I want to plact· n1y own position 
before tltc Cotrunittec, and allo\v hon. nwm­
bPrs to ju(1ge for thern~(_'lv(':;;, I ~ay without 
fear of contradiction th.·t I endeavour to 
give the bPst service po."slblc to n1y elector::-. 
I attend in detail 1o every inquiry, and I 
hope I slw 1l never be abs,•nt from this IIou·-<' 
vvhilc puhl ic busln0s." is being conducted. 
I rA)lrl'SPnt ihe fifth largest c!C'o1oratc in 
Queem;land. containing an area of 44,000 
sqnare miics. The bottndary of that elec­
lorate roinn1cncc-: at TahYoc.d r~nd runs west­
war-d bu:-·cmd liungcrford, tho lonelint place 
in Queo•Jslancl. 'Iho norch0rn boundary ends 
a1 Surat, 150 miles north of the borclor. 1\llo··t 
of the Jt'ading t(y,nls in thl~ electorate arc far 
rcn1ovod ftonl a ndlway. 

[9 p.m.] 
A GovERX}IEXT ME}IBEn : Did you not. grt 

the £50 count'ry allow ann~·: 

::\Ir. BR \SSI::\GTO::\: I did not. I ._,as 
one of tho~c ,,·ho were nnlurk",· enough to 
come hen~ and rcccivf' no allo\va.nce at afl. 
If I desjre to tour rnv Plcctorate, I huxe i!J 
pay a large stun o( 1noncy for rnotor-utr 
hire to roach St. George. Surat, Yculi.>a. 
Ilollon. and Hungerford. H ungcrford is 
l34 miles from the railway. I ha\'C to pa;· 
special rat'es to travel by car. Durin;~- the 
last bvelve n1onths I tr.ayer:-:cd 1ny Plcrrurat~ 
on two occasions, and I kept a careful 
account of 1uy expenses, and it cost ~ne 
£120 on each occasion. To take two 'r1r; 
into the electorate annually cm1s £240. 
Deduct that amount from £500. and it lcaY<'S 
£260. out of which must como taxation. 
other incidentals, donat1ons, and so for1h. 
It is a wall-known fact that hon. meLJbcrs 
on this side arc somewhat generoLl.' \\'" e 
bolieYe iu standing up to the pariiam >ncary 
c-ustom of assisting sporting bodies. charit­
able institutions, and other concerns 

Mr. Bra':sington.] 
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throughout our elcetorates. After goir,g 
over my expenses, I find that, if this pro­
posed salary reduction is put into effect', i 
shall only get about £150 per year. l a,;!. 
hon. members opposite if that is a fftir pro­
position to a n1an 'vho represents a \Y·estern 
electorate? 

Another aspect which is continually oveJ·­
looked is that a member of Parliament sa"' , 
his constituents far more than his sal arv 
annually. During the last two years I have 
sent out over 7,000 letters. If the matters I 
attended to and the inquiries I made went 
through the hands of a lawyer or an -1g-ellt, 
it would cost my constitnonts considera1·,~ v 
over £1,000 annually in that ·direciiOiJ. I 
submit that, as the result of that saving l 
have Pffected for my constituents, I ha"L' 
justified the salary I am now receiving. 

In conclusion, I want to con1n1ent on tl1r~ 
allowance which is proposc;d under this BilL 
\Ye have not seen the Bill, but I sincercl:v 
hope that, when the measure is brought 
before the House, it will contain provision 
for a decent allowance for country members. 
I honestly think that, if my salary is to come 
down to £500 a year, I should at lea-~t haw 
a travelling allowance of £100 per year 1 o 
enable me to get ov0r my electorate. If 
rhis salary reduction is put into r·fr,'r:t. ih,_, 
work I am doing in m:v electorate "ill he 
seriously upset, and my electorate wJil suff<:>". 
. .\n hon. member vesterday, b:v inte1·j<ectio" 
accused another hon. 1nembcr of onlv visitin r 

his electorate once in three vears. 'now ca:l 
that hon. member justify that interjecl'ioa 
when he to-night supports the proposed 
reduction in salariee 'I He finds fault with 
members not going to t·heir district~; vet he 
proposes to make the position so im pos,,ible 
that most of us will not be able to visit them 
more than once in twelve months. 

Yir. EDWARDS interjected. 

~lr. BRASSINGTON: I attend to nw 
electorate better than the hon. member f,;,. 
='J anango. At least my constituents do .101 

ckmand that I live in the electorate-rho·,· 
are not suspicious of xne, like the constitucnl~ 
of the hon. member for 2'\anango are of htll•. 
I ask the Committee to consider the pc 1tion 
of countrv members. The GoYernrnent 
should be fair and just to 'Y0st0rn members, 
and give us an allowance that \Vi1l enabl0 
us to travel our electorates, moot our people 
a~ccrtain \Yhat they require, and con1o her~ 
and giYe our very b€'st services. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Go-dfroy .:Ylorgan, Jfurilla): I listened 
yer:v attentiYel:-· to the speech of the hon. 
member f"r Dalonne, and I am sorry to sav 
rh at he spoilt an otherwise w,ry modera t-c 
speech by not being accurate in many of his 
statement-s. 

:\1r. BRA.'SI"-'GTON: I was Yery accmate 
about that deputation. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
The hon. member said that I as one of a 
clt'putation that waited on the late Premier 
with reference to travPlling allowan(; 'S. 

That is perfectly true. I waited on the 
Premier, along with several others at the 
inYitation of the hon. member for' Burke, 
and, after two gentlemen had oxprusc-d their 
views and given thejr reasons as to Yrhv 
country m ern bers should re'tain the travelling 
allowance, the Premier said that ho did 
not intend to allow country members to haYe 
the allowance; yet, after we left that room, 

[Mr. Brassington. 

some n1p1pbers of the party opposite wPre 
n'ry much annoyed. They threatened th'• 
Premier with all sorts of pains and penal! ies. 
?\ow I have cliscoyered that six members of 
the Labour Party receiYod the allowance. 

Nlr. BRASSIKGTOX: You are wrong. I 
eha.llenge you to show that thoro were six. 

The SECRETARY FOR R \IL\Y~.\YS: 
If the hon member wants to know tht• 
narnc-, of t-ho~e rnC'n and the arnount the: 
drc\\~, it is only nccc~:.-a.ry for hirr1 to a:"k a 
quPstion. Amongf't those n1en1bcr~. I under­
stand. \l.'as a CabinPt Minist('r, 'vho drw.v 
£1.250 as f·,alal'l', £2 2s. a da·,· during the 
period he y;as tr'aYelli"g in his ciectorate, ancl 
expenses; vet he reecived the tr,tvc·~lin;..!; 
allowance i1~ addition. 

~VIr. PoLLOC'K : That is not correct. 

Th" SECRET.\RY FOR RAILW.AVS: 
The· hon. 1nmnbcr C'an a·_·k a. question in tho 
House, and find .,-hcthcr it is corrc>ct. He 
can be supplied with the figures. The hon. 
[Y)embcr foL ICPnl1Pfb." said that a nu1nber 
of countrv members o'n this side of the House 
occupied· rooms in Parliament IIour.,e at a 
cost to them of £1 16s. a >vc•ck. \Yh;- nor 
bn fair? The ho11. 1nember kno\YS jusi. a~ 
well as I do that just as many LaboUl' 
members, if not n1ore Labour n1on1ber~. 
ocrupied bedrooms la~t session than rn·.'lHber~ 
of this part.y this sc"ion. He knows per­
fc•ct]7 well that Dill' of thoce membe;·s \Vas a 
::Ylinist' r of thc> Crown, who drew £1.250 a 
y·ear and livPd continuallv in thic House 
;" a. homt'. He knows pe1·fectly well who 
thf' Yrinistcr ,,, as-· I do not want t.n l11('ll1ion 
his name. \Vhy was h~ not fair 1 Ho 
knows, too. th;"t the hon. member for 
Gregory Iivnd }Jcrf' continually. 

:\fr. Por.LOCK: I was Pntitled to do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR H 'I IL \Y ~< YS : 
The hon. member yy;•s entitled to do it. and 
~o w, re th(' otber;;:. ThPy occupiC'd b('droon1s 
!Jv permission of the Speaker and the <·om­
lnittee C('n:::f itutcd fo1· the purpose of looking 
aftel' this I-Ionsc. }icrnbcrs of the part:; 
oppc,~ito who OC('upicc1 bPdroom~ were· j u~t 
as many a:-:, if not r~10l"~ than, the 111Pmber~, 
of this Government Party ,,,-ho do the >-amo 
thing. '\Vhen hon. n1L·n1bers opposite r11alu~ 
statements in thj,, Chamber, thee· sh<mlcl 
ende:tvour to bt' fair. The hon. membc>r for 
Kennedv wished the inference to be drawn 
that it \vas onh· m0mbers on this "o.ide of thl• 
Chamber who ::,coupied rooms in this bui)d· 
ing·. That is not so at all. \Ye can pomt 
to the fact th&t not only iho,e who werP 
entitled to rooms---that ;,, the :\Iinistrrs rrnd 
the Chairmen of Committees~bnt also 
SPYCTal otbf.:f lllCllJ bcrs of the late a~)VC'l'll­
ment Party made their homes at Parliament 
House co'ntinuallv~not just during the 
RCf..'don. =.\'lanv 0£ our country IYlClTI berfl; 
occupy roon1s ··only during the week wl~eu 
Parlia.ment is in scs"1on. They do not hYP 

in Pa.rlinmcnt 1-Iousc a11 the year ronnel. 
I think hon. members should, at any rate, 
p]ay the game•; but tho hon. rrwm\)cr f~,~ 
Konnedy did not play the game m th1s 
matter. 

EYerybody kuo,Ys n1~, attitude on this qt~es­
tion. Every elector throughout the J\funlla 
electorate is familiar with ill) views, because 
I s::tid on the platform during the last 
elt'ction that, if a reduction was to take 
place in the cost of Parliament, I was in 
favour of reducing the number of members, 
and not "alaries. That opinion is known 
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thwnbhout the whole of the Murilla elec­
lorato and practically the whole of Queens­
land. I have nothing to h1de or fear w 
regard to this particular matter; but I do 
think that hon. mcmhers should try to play 
tlw game, one with the other. It was 
unfair for the hon. nwmber for Kennedy 
to make the insinuations he did to-night, 
and it was unfai1· for the hon. member for 
Ba!onne to say what did not actually occur. 
I do not know whcih<'r he was present at 
the meeting; bnt, if he wao not, then ho 
should have endeavoured to as·.crtain the 
facts bdore making the mi·cstatements he did 
to-night. I do not wish to hid0 the fact 
that I was one who went to the Premier 
and advocated that count rv members should 
receive a travelling allowa~Jce. If £750 was 
a proper salary for cit:: representatives, then 
it was not a proper salary for country repre­
~entatives; and the san1e ren1arks apply to 
the salar _y of £500 per annum. I still say 
that it is only right that conntr.v members 
should receive an allowance in accordance 
with the distance of their electorates from 
the seat of Government. I am still of that 
opinion, and do not wish to c•scape from it. 

· 'I'he countrv member is entitled to a travel­
ling allowlmce because his expenses are 
heavier than those of a member living in 
the city. I have represented the Murilla 
electorate for twenty years, and at one period 
I received £300 per annum. My home and 
mv familv were in the Mnrilla electorate. 
I ·did not bring them to the city, but I 
I"eturned practically every week end, travel­
ling- 240 miles by train and 30 miles by road 
with a horse and gig. I represented the 
electorate on £300 per annmlJ. and later on 
£500 per annum. When I received £300 
per annum, I paid 5s. a day for my board 
at the Albert Hotel, where the tariff is now 
15s. a day. When the salary was increased 
to £500 per annum, it merelv covered the 
"dditional expense incurred. 'and, '"hen it 
was increased to £750 p<'r annum, it merely 
covered the additional ex:nensf' incurred. 
Whatever may eventuate. it is m.v definitP 
opinion that a countrv member is entitled 
t•) a travelling allowa;1ce to enable him to 
.-i.,it his electorate at least once a year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLTC I:\­
f'TRUCTION (Hon. R 2\I. King, Logan): 
I intend to be very brief. Smnc ~years ago 
we had a very learned judge in Queensland. 
.''"ho, 1Khenever a casfl 'vas being argued 
before him by a certain barrister who was 
<]Uoting from reports im·ariablv followed the 
practice of insisting on haYing. a f'Opy of the. 
report and closely follm;-in<;· tht' barristrr who 
quoted it. He did that b.,c>usc> he helie1·ed 
that barrister was not to be trusted, and ]Jp 

•.1·antcd to '"e that he quoted correctly. HL' 
~aid that h was djshonc~t adYocacv; and 
we ha\ e had a snecim0n of such <1 ishonc>t 
o rh-oc 1.cy in this Chambf'r to-night. 

l\Ir. BRUCE (llemurly): I rise to a point 
,,f order. Is the Minister in order in saying 
1 hat the advocacy of this party is dishonest 
advocacy? 

The SECRETARY • FOR PUBLIC J-:'\­
f'TRGCTION: Exactly. 

Mr. KERR: That is quite all right. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The Secre­
-tary for Public Instruction. 

The SECRETAHY FOil P'CBLIC IN­
STllUCTION: 1\Ir. Roberts--

l'vlr. BRCC~: Your advocacy is lying advo­
cacy. Lying advocacy! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STR'CCTIOX: ·what does the hon. member 
say? 

Mr. BRUCE: Lying advocacy! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION : I did not say " lying adYo­
cacy." I said, " Dishonest ad ,·ouacy." 

l\Ir. Bm:cE: I know; but I say that your 
adYocacy is lying advocacy. You are lying 
all the time you are standing up there. 
Lying advocacy! Lying advocacy! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I::\'­
STRUCTIOX: It is not ''lying adYocacy .. , 

:Ylr. BRcCE: It is lying advocacy. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I;\1-
STRUCTIO-"i: The hon. member for Mun­
dir>gburra purported to quote from certain 
speeehes that were delivered in this Chamber 
in 1926. 

JYlr. Bm:cE: You could not be honest. You 
could not b0 hone't if you tried. 

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: That may be the opinion of 
the hon. member, but I would be very sorry 
to lw judg·ed according to his standard. 

The CHAIRl'vlA2'<: Order! The hon. mem­
ber for Konnedy is trying to make the duty 
of this Chair almost impossible. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The CHAIHl'vl_\N: I have displayed a 
certain amount of leniency to-night. I have 
heard the remarks the hon. member applied 
to the Deputy Leader of the Government. 
and I now cali upon him to withdraw. · 

Mr. BRcCE: I said he could not be honest. 
but that was not quite correct. He could not 
be honest if he tried. 

The CHAIRMAN : I ask the hon. member 
for Kennedy to withdraw. 

Mr. BRUCE: I withdraw, but the Secrctarv 
for Public Instruction said that this side 
indulged in dishonest adYocacy. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon 
member for Kennedv definitelv to withdra'~ 
without any comme,;t. · 

Mr. BRlJCE: I withdraw the statement, at 
your order. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
•tatement withdrawn absolutely 
con1n1ent. 

want the 
with no 

Mr. BRUCE: I withdraw it with no com­
ment. 

The CHAIRMA2'<: I call upon the hon. 
member to withdraw the stat0nwnt "·ithont 
uny conuncr:t VYhatever. 

l\ir. Bm::cE: Without anv comment what-
ever I withdraw it. · 

The CI-IAIRMA?\ : Oi·der ! 
Mr. BRPCE: I am doing- definiicly what 

you are asking. \Vhat more can I do? 

The CHAIR:\L\1\": I ask th0 hon. member 
to withdra.w the statomeHt. 

:Yfr. BRt;CE: I withdraw the statement. 

Hon. R. M. King.] 
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Ylr. POLLOCK (Grrgory): :!Hr. Cru1irman, 
rise to :'! point of order. 

J\Ir. Hnms: \Vhat a farce ! (Interruption'.) 

Mr. POLLOCK: Th<~ Deputy Leader of 
the Govornrnent old!n~V'ly accused H1Clllbcrs 

of this partv of '' dishonest adYocacy." If 
it is correct that the hon. member f01· Ken­
!1edy ~hould bl' called upon to 1vithdra ,~,, 
then it mud be equally right that the Deputy 
Leader of the Government ·· hould be called 
upon to withdraw his statenwnt. 

The i"ECRETAHY FOJt PuBLIC I::>STRUCTION : 
\Yho ic running this House? 

:VIr. POLLOCK: I submit that there cannot 
be one 1uling for this side of the Hon· G and 
another for the Go\rPrnn1cnt ,,1ac. I say that 
with all due n•spcct to you, ::Vfr. Hoberts. 

The CIIAIR:YIAN : Order ! The Deputy 
Leader of the G ovcrnnH'·nt.. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC I::\­
STRUCTIO::\ (Hon. R. J'vl. Kino:, Logrm): 
Tho hon. n1ernbcr for l\Jundinghurrn. stated 
that he quot d from a spcc•eh which I 
deliYcred in 1926 when t!w Condituiion ~\et 
Amcndm•'nt Bill was before thie C'hamber. 

::Yir. DASH: Did I quote the correct words., 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC 1~­
STRt:CTIO:";: It is a specimen of di<honest 
adyocaf'v b.v the hon. mcrnber. because I arn 
::oino- to quote the \vho1c of a spntPncc ·whirh 
the hon. member b,,gan but did net complete. 

Mr. D.\SH: Did I quot" the correct words? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~­
STRUCTIO~: The hon. member did so 
as far r. s he went, but I shall show the 
Chamber what I mean by dishonest advocacy. 

:\Ir. DASH (Mu.ndin[!lwna): I\Ir. Chair­
rnan, I rise to a point of ordPr. Is t~1c 
:}Iin1stcr in order in saying tbat I WtlS ch:-3-
honcst in quoting? 

The SECRETARY FOR FGBLIC I::\­
STRGCTIO:"; (Hon. R. M. King, Logan): 
I said it was dishonr st ad ,·ocacj'. 

1Ir. DASH: Cheap lawyer tactics! Snide 
lr. \Vycr t '\Cl it~ ' 

1Ir. Por.LOCK: One law for the Government 
ar:d Ul:<.:1l:cr for us. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC I::\­
STRUCTIO;'\ : Tho hon, member for :Ylun­
ding-bum quoted me as foilows :-

" f ar1 in ff:n'OlH of giv1tq:t fL politician 
a higher rate of salarv than we are 
;,cttmg- now. I thiilk I shall m<>kc it 
plain as l rrocced, but I think hon. 
n10n1bPr~ on this Fldr-0 hnve already stated 
time after time that they >ere not ag-ainst 
the a :~ouEt of the iHcrc,a:;:e. 1

' 

He topped at that point, wh~r, there was a 
conliJW. The re~t of the sent er ;e rpad~ 

•· but thry fe0l U1at the time ls not 
n;q1ortnrw to mr.Jcc an\ incrcr:.~t.:.:' 

:\lr. DA~TT: But you <licln•t mcu1 it. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC IK­
STRlCCTJ0:'-1: I nid 0xactl~- what I meant. 

}fr. ])_\SI-I: It was di bonc~t adYoca.cy. 

The SRCHETAH.Y FOR PliRLIC I~­
STRUCTION: That is a specimen of the 
practice of hon. r:lPnlbc·r~ o 1 )l)O~itP of mis~ 
q11oting-. end we k~ow it , pnfcctly >'.ell. 
\\.,.hen th0 Snerctary for :\Iinc:, \Yas quoting 

[JiJ'. Pn!7or:k. 

h<'l o the other nig-ht. what a howl went nF 
frcn~ tho Opposition becau.~o he only quotf'cT 
voru:on of a n"port ! 

lvir. 'VV. FOitG.\;; SMTTH: Ile said that he 
was quoting from a docurnc:ut ''1l81t he \Ya~ 
doing- nothing- of the sott. 

The SECRET_\RY FOR PUBLIC I:'\­
STRUCTIO::-.J: He. at, any rate, f:ni,iw<I 
the sentences. Then we have another little 
spccirnon of incoiTPrt quoting. The llol\. 
member for l\1undinglmrra. quoted the holl. 
ruerr1bcr for r_roo\.\'Ong a~> ;aying--

" I an1 one of tho:-:o Incn1bcrs of Parlia­
ment who think that tho position of 
1-fini~tPr of the 'Gl'O\Vll i:-3 one who~'-~ 
dig-nib- should be roeog-niscc!. A Minis­
tr'r OUf.rht not to go ahont in u hrokeu­
do,~·n fonr-\Yhf'Plcd bugg-y or a f'ulky: he 
ought to do his \.YOrk in a proper. dCcent. 
respectable way in k<ooping with the 
rli~rnity of the position hP occupies." 

He did not quote this, hich immediatelv 
followed :-- ' 

"What I do object to is thrrt the whole 
of the cxp<'nses of a Ivfinider should be 
paicL and that at the same lime he should. 
rccPive hYo or three guineas a day a,:, 
well. \Yhat for? Fm doing work tliat 
they are already paid for. To me, that 
is politically dishonest." 

Here is another garbled quotation. to the 
cxtont tha I it was not fully quoted. The 
hon. member for 1fundingburra quoted the 
hon. nwmher for \Yarwick as follows:-

" Surely, if we increase hon. n1cn1bcrs' 
salaries, it ·will be used as an argurncut 
outside why wages should be increasrd 
everywhere." 

Ho ·topped there. 

Mr. DASH: Did he not say that? 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRFCTION: Why did the hon. member 
not. continue and quote the next sentencE.'··: 

::>1r. DASH: \Yhy did you not read the 
whole of the Premier's speech" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRT~'CTION: This is what the hon. mem­
ber did not quote, and it follows on imme­
diately after the part which I have just 
quoted:-

" \Vo know quite well that the country 
cannot stand increased \Yagcs. 0 

Does not that put a different complexion 
altog-ether on the position 9 If that is not 
dishonest .advocacy, I do not know what is. 
I am referring- particular!'· to the hon. mem­
ber for ::\1undingburra. The remarks of the 
other hon. members I do ·Got tak0 much 
notice of, be( a use it is all " hot air '' ~son1c­
thing- to go out to the public to show their 
professed sympathv for tho,c on l'hc bread 
lino. " 

:.VIr. PoLLOCK: You are in out of the wet, 
.any''-'ay. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC I='J­
STRUCTION : Thank Go·d, I am not de-pend~ 
ing- on Parlian1cnt to be in out of the wet! 
Ti~c Lcarl·'•r of the Oppoe:ition was quite 
1nnr:lcs~ in his rcrnarks, ancl I have no great 
fault to find with them; but hP. t.oo, quoted 
something- and did not finish the quotation. 

:'vir. \Y. FonGA;; S:vn1'H: So did you! 
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Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' IN­
STRUCTION: I finished the quotation to 
give the full sense of the remarks. 

:Mr. W. FORGAN S~!ITH: So did I. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 1:1\­

STRUCTION: The hon. member did not 
finish the quotation. 

Mr. W. FoRGAN SMITH: I did. 
The CHAIRMA::-.1 : Order ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: I stand corrected. I did not 
take particular notice of what tho hon. 
gentleman was saying at the time. I give 
him credit for doing a thing reasonably; 
but I think the hon. member for Munding­
burra was tmrca,son~tble. The Leader of tho 
Opposition raised some question about pro­
fessional ciergymen, professional lawyers. 
and so on being entitled to charge for their 
services. 

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions 
of the Sessional Order agreed to by the 
House on 22nd August last, I shall now leave 
the chair, and make my report to the 
House. 

The House resumed. 
The Chairman reported progress. 
Resumption of Committee made an Ord"r 

of the Day for Tuesday next. 
The House adjourned at 9.26 p.m. 
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