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168 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Question:>. 

TUESDAY, 3 SEPTEl'Y.lBER, 1929. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. C. Taylor, Windsor) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

:Frc-;E INFLICTED FOR ADuLTERATION OF l\1tLK. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
certain proceedings in the Brisbane 
Magistrates Court yesterday, which 
resulted in a certo in milk vendor being 
convicted for selling milk to which 6.5 
per cent. of water had been added, and 
for which crime he was fined £2, with 
£1 4s. 6d. costs? 

" 2. Does he consider the penalty 
adequate? 

" 3. If not, will he take such steps as 
are nece~sary to protect milk consurners, 
consisting largely of children, from thiq 
particular form of injury and robbery? 

" 4. In the case mentioned, why was the­
practice of inflicting fines equal to £1 for 
i,;·ery unit of added water departed from"? 
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" 5. DoC's the rncagre fine inflicted 
represent 1ho application of the Govern­
Incnt' ~\ proclai1ned policy of no interfer­
ence with private industry?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson. _y,.,·manby) replied-

" 1. Yes. 

" 2 to 4. The imposition of the penalty 
was a matter entirely for the pre,iding 
magistrate vd1o heard th~: evidence, and 
had all the facts bdore him. As the 
questions involYG a .. -~C'rions reflection upon 
the Chief Police :\Iagistrate, who heard 
the ea:;:;._•, he ,,-as given an o)portunity to 
report upon the matter to the Crown Law 
Departmc11L His report is as follows:-

Brisbane, 30th August, 1929. 
\Yilliam Henry Ko!ly 1'. John Tc•mploton 

VYood. 

SELLrxc AnuLTEHA'IED :\In.K. 

llcpo,ot. 

1. C'opy official record of procecdi11p;s 
attached hereto with special reference 
to the s.tatemeni of the Pros<'cuting 
Crown Offieer (:!'.lr. Hohert ;\Iartin). 

2. In consequence of :\It-. ::Vlartin's 
submission, in addition, the yc.uth and 
complete obvious intn~porience of the 
defendant, and no water being found 
in the cart, I chose to depart from my 
universal practice of inlpos]ng a fine 
of £1 for each per cent. of watu. 
Again, to demonstrate the ignorance 
of the defendant, he could ha H' secured 
insistent legal immunity and non­
liabi!itv for his act had he obtained 
from the vendor the gtt>trantee pro· 
vided by section 129 of the Health 
Acts. The method adopted of measur­
ing tho punishment by £1 per each 
per cent. of -,,-ati'T is rnine, and Inine 
alone. Perhaps further attention may 
be im-itcd to .:VIr. Martin's statement 
that since the dat~ of offence on no 
less than three occasions ha vo samples 
of milk then in procHs of sale by the 
defendant to consumers been tested and 
found to be of the required legal 
standard. That officer also intimated 
that thP youth was not the owner of 
any dairy cattle, but exorcised his 
calling by purchasing from a wholesale 
vendor. 

" The submission of the Prosecuting 
Crown Officer (Mr. Hobert Martin), to 
whieh the Chief Magistrate dimcts special 
referencC', was as follows:-

Martin for prosecution states­
Defendant a young man (about twenty 
or twent-.·-one years). His father 
bouf:'ht him a milk run from a man 
named Gadsby. About 3.40 a.m. took 
delivery of milk in bulk (about 16 
to 18 gallons) from a wholesaler. 
.\bout 5 a.m. sample taken which 
which v. as later found to be adul· 
tcrated (as per analy•t's certificate). 
Defendant did not then know that 
the milk taken was adulterated. Also 
oyer!ooked method of self-protection 
by obtaining tlw guarantee provided 
under section 129 of the Health Act ... 

Excuse was that he had pm·sued this 
occupation for period of one wcPk 
only. Three ~an1plcs have since been 
taken from this yenclor and found to 
be up to the standard reqnircd. 

5. The Commissioner of Public Health 
authorised the prosecution 011 the 21st 
June last without anv reference to me 
or the Home Department, v hich is the 
usual practice. l\1y attention was first 
directed to the matter by the questions 
of Jhe hon. member. As thG implication 
of the hon. member i;; that the Govern­
ment has gi Yen -instructions to a court 
of justice to impose meagre fines in the 
interests 'Jf private industry as against 
the public interest, I have to inform the 
hon. member that I gave instn•ctions 
some weeks ago for the insti iution of an 
oiTccti vc motor transportation service for 
the inspectors engaged upon milk inspec­
tion. I desire also to mention that 
several prosecutions have been made 
since the Government took office, and a 
nun1brr are no1.Y pending, and not one 
of theso cases was or ha.J been refe1reJ 
to mt.· or n1y department, nor have I 
iesuod inst-ructions with regctrcl to any of 
them, or in any way affecting the discre­
tion of the Commissioner of Public 
Health in these matters." 

PnoDUL no:' AT Cor.r.msviLLE STATE COAL 
:\1INE. 

:\Ir. COLLL\S (1Jo1an) asked the Secretary 
for Mines-

" 1. vVhat was the production of coal 
at the State coalmine, Collinsville, during 
ear·h of the years ended 30th June, 1927, 
1928, and 1929, respectively? 

"2. \Yhat was the average cost of pro­
duction during each of the periods 
mentioned in (1)? 

" 3. vVh,,t tonnage of coal wa, exported 
during each of the aforementioned 
periods? 

" 4. For each of the periods mentioned, 
wi1at were (a) the profits of the mine; 
( u) the amounts paid in interest and 
redemption to the Treaslll'y; and (c) the 
amounts of royalties paid to the Mines 
Department? 

" 5. \V hat has been the total profits 
of the mine since ib inception to 30th 
J LlllC, 1929 ?" 

The SECRETAHY FOH MINES (Hon 
E. A. Atherton, Chillago1) replied-

" 1. Saleable coal produced-1926-27, 
106,481 tons; 1927-28, 114,802 tons; 192B· 
29, 129,100 tons. 

" 2. Average co't of production-1926· 
27, 15s. 1.2d. ; 1927-28, 13s. 9.3d. ; 1928-29, 
13s. 11.95d. 

" 3. Export and bunker to interstate 
and oversea-1926-27, 3,466 tons; 1927-28, 
12,388 tons; 1928-29, 35,935 tons. 

"4. (n) Profits-1926-27, £6,079 14s. 6d.: 
1927-28, £8,070 2s. 6d.; 1928-29, £4,718 
17>. 10d. (IJ) Iutcre•;t and clnpreciation-
1926-27, £5,601 18s. 6d.; 1927-28, £5,478 
Ss. lld.; 1928-29, £5,478 3s. lld. (cl 
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Roynltiu~1926-27, £2.754 16o. 1d.: 1927-
28, £5,528 15s. 2d. ; 1928-29, £6,455 Os. 2d. 

" 5. £46,773 18•,." 

RERUES BY HARB01iR BoARDS OF PoRT 
CHAHGES OX COAL FOU EXPORT. 

}lr. COLLI:'-JS (JJou·rn) askecl the Trea· 
surer--

" 1. When was the svstem flr·.t est ab­
lished of granting ;ebates of port 
charges, etc., by harbour boards, in con­
nection with coal for export" 

"2. Vl"hat is the exact nature of such 
rebates, and at >Yhat ports is it 
applicable?" 

The TH,EASURER (Hon. W. II. Barncs, 
n·_ij111llllll) replied~ 

" rrhe rebate is lJOt allowed by hal·· 

bour boards. It applies to dues payable 
on vessels under tho provisions of the 
Port Dues Revision Act Amendment Act 
of 1920. Coliections under this Act arc 
payable to conoolidatcd revenue. The 
concession was first granted in the year 
1906, when a rebate of 9d. per ton was 
allowed in respect of not less than 500 
tons of coal for bunkering purposes from 
any Queensland collicrv, and it was 
continued, at reducing 'rates. until 1st 
July, 1911. The rebate >vas again granter! 
for tho period 1st Decem bor, 1922, to 
30th November. 1923, at the rate of 9d. 
per ton on not less t!tan 300 tons of coal 
from the Ipswich district t>tkcn bv over­
sea-;; ve&-',els for bunkering tnlrpos:'s. Ou 
1st March, 1924, the GoYcrnment decided 
to allow a rebate of 9d. per ton on not 
less than 300 tonii of Ip"'·ich coal taken 
by overseas vcRsc·l~ for C'ithe:l" 1Jullkt :·ing 
or cargo purposes. Thi3 concc"sio~1 i;:; 
·till in operation, ant! it was extended to 
Bowen coal on the 1-L :\lay, 1924, to 
Burrum coal on thr 1st July. 1928, and 
to Central district eo a l on the 1st ::\ovem­
bcr, 1928. 

" 2 . .:\ny oversea ve~ ,(•] loading for 
bunkering or cargo purposes 300 tons or 
over of coal is granted a rebate of dues 
payable under the provisiuns of the Port 
Dues Revision Act Amendment Act of 
1920, not exceeding 9d. per ton on the 
quantity of coal so loaded: such rebate 
not to exceed the amount of dues under 
the said Act pavable on account of tho 
ve•.sel, and, in calculating the rebate, the 
amount of rebate allowed to the W"sel at 
all ports to be taken into account.·' 

RAILWAY C01Dl!SSIO:o< OF IxQCIRY. 

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. As he admits that there are more 
than two persons (in Queensland) quali­
fied to do the work that Messrs. Harris 
and Cameron are capable of doing, why 
did he appoint the aboYe persons in 
preference to two Qucenslandcrs? 

" 2. VVhat wages, fees, or salary is 
being paid Messrs. Cameron and Harris 
for their services as Commissioners? 

" 3. As Messrs. Cameron and Harris 
arc on holiday leave and on pay from 
their employers (the Victorian 

Kationalist Government), does he con­
sidn it is right and proper for Messrs. 
Cameron and I-Iarris to be also in receipt 
of payment from the Queensland 
?\ationalist Govcrnn1ent ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RJ .. ILWAYS 
(Hon. (;oclfrcy :VI organ. ][w i/la) replied-

" 1. I consider id("Srs. Harris and 
Cameron are two of the most suitable 
men in Australia to conduct such an 
inquiry. 

" 2. The total wst will be made public 
on completion of the inquiry. 

" 3. I am not concerned v, hcther 
:rtJp,,,~rs. I-Iarris and 'Ga1neron are on 
holidays or not, as the fact of being on 
holiday, will not affect them in making 
a full aud thorough investigation." 

S'l'AFFIXG oF Sot:TH BRISBAKE-KYOGLE 
RAIL\VAY. 

Ylr. DASH (Jlundingburra) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" In view of his reply to my question 
of 27th ultimo re the staffing of the South 
Brisbane-Kyogle Railway, will he give 
an undertaking that he will staff such 
train with Queensland railway 
cn1ployees ?" 

The SECRETARY 
I Hon. Uodfrcy M organ, 

FOR RAILWAYS 
J[ur.'l/a) replied-

"I haYe already agreed to receive 
a deputation representative of the Aus­
tralian Federated Union of Locomotive 
J£nginemen in regard to a quota oi tho 
work on the Kyogle-S;ydney line being 
perform0d by employees of the Queens­
land service, and it is my intention to 
;.;ee -v::hat c;1n be done to fiecurc a pro­
portion of the work for employees in my 
df'!Hll'tillC'llt.'' 

HELEASE OF OPoSSC)IS Pc:RCHASED IN 
SPmxGScRE DisTRICT. 

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt) asked the Secre­
tary for Agriculture-

" Where does the Department of 
Agriculture intend to release the young 
opossums purchased by that department 
in the Springsurc district?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. H. F. Walker, Cooroora) replied-

" The Department of Agriculture and 
Stock has released on Facing Island 
Sanctuary n nurnber of opossums suffi­
C'iently matured and cap<tble of fending 
for themselves. In addition. young opos­
sums are being liberated in the recently 
proclain1ed sanrtuary on \Vestgrove 
Station with a view to determine the 
influence exerted by the opossum in cur­
tailing the losses in stoek as a result 
of the Sa wfly pest." 

ScGGESTED Scl'PLY OF ELECTRIC 

RAIL WAY DEP.\RTi\IENT 

PRE)!ISES IN E)IERALD. 

TO 

LIGHT BY 

BusiNESS 

Mr. FOLEY (Leichharrlt) asked the Secre­
tary for Railways-

" ·would the Railway Department 
fa,-ourably consider the supply of electric 
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lid1t to b:Hiness premises at Emerald 
fr~m the railway plant?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey J'vlorgan, Jiuril!a) r~plicd~ 

"The plant is not of sufficic•nt capacity 
to supply electric light to the business 
prc~1niscs at Emerald. Shot1ld repre­
sentative' of Emerald approach me and 
submit a business proposition it will bo 
given full con::;ideration." 

DIFFERENCE I:'! PRICE OF CoLLINSVILLE STATE 
AND BGRRC\1 COAL FOR ExPORT. 

Mr. COLLINS (Ro1een), for Mr. JO::\'ES 
(Paddington), asked the Secretary for 
Mine'~ 

"·what is the difference in the price 
of run-of-mine eo a 1 between the Bowen 
State coal and the coal from the 
mine; mentioned by him for export, in 
reply to a question without notice by the 
hon. member for Burrum ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe) replied~ 

" The price of run-of-mine Bowen coal 
to Mr. Sleigh under his 1927 contract is 
12s. per ton on trucks at pithead; the 
price for recent sa]p, from the other 
mines in question for export was 26s. 6d. 
per ton f.o.b., e(]ual to 22s. 2d. per ton 
at pithead, the diliercnee being 10'. 2d. 
per ton in Mr. Sleigh's favour." 

EXPE!;SES AND ALLOWANCES OF 1fn. \V. FORGAN 
SoiiTH ON TRIP TO ;'\EW ZE.Il ',ND. 

Mt. CLAYTON (Wide Bay) asked the 
Premier~ 

" 1. \Yh at was the total of expemes 
and allowances charged to the State in 
respect of the trip to New Zealand taken 
hy the I-IonourablP \V. Forgan Smith, 
whilo SecretarY for Agriculture and 
Stock during 1928? 

"2. What was the date of his depar­
ture and return, and the period of his 
absence on this trip? 

"3. What was the avPrage charge per 
day for expenses and allowances for this 
trip?" 

The SECRET_\RY FOR PUBLIC IX­
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan), 
for the PREJ\IIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
"·luh';;r1y), replied~ 

"l. £613 Os. 3rl. 

" 2. Departure. 9th 
return, 24th Februarv 
(indusiYe). '' 

" 3. £13 Os. lOd. 

January, 
1928; 47 

1928; 
days 

ExPENDITURE BY JYIAI:'! RoADs Cmnnssrox. 

Mr. BULCOCK {IJrrrcoo) asked lho Secre-
tary for Railways~ 

, " 1. What was the amount actuallv 
expended by the Main Roads Commissio~ 
during ihe last fmancial ye>tr on (a) lY.Iain 
roads; (b) developmental roads; (c) main­
tenance of m am roads • 

" 2. Of the actual expendituro by the 
Main Roads Commission durin!S the last 
financial year under the Conunonwcalth 

J\lain Roads Agrcc1ncnt, vdu-J..t an1ount 
was contributed b:t· (o) Commonwealth 
g~rant; (b) State subsidy; (c) motor t·xa­
twn? 

"3. \Yhat ,,cas lho totnl amount anril­
able to the Commi.,sionor for the fin,mcial 
year of (a) c:ommomvealth grant: (h) 
State contnbutwns; (c) motor taxation?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(I-IQn. Godfrey Mm·gan . • 1Juril/a) replied~ 

"1. (a) £253,689; (b) £92.272; (c) 
£180,596. 

"2. (a) £401,664; (b) £137,695: (ci 
£163,553 paid from reYenues of }lain 
Roads Fund, which largely consist~ of 
motor vehicle registration fees. (b) and 
(c) comprise State sub,cdv under Federal 
Aid Roads Agreement. ' 

" 3. Total amount available--(a) 
£625,608; (b)£448,000; (e) £410,000." 

MEX DISCHARGED FRO}! IPSWICH HAlLWAY 
STATION CoNsruucnox \VoaK AFTER 
GENERAL ELECTIOX. 

Mr. COOPER (llrerner) asked the Se· retary 
for Railways~ 

" How many men working upon the 
new Ips,vich raih\ ay l:'tation \Ye re di:-;­
chargcd some time after the recent 
general election?" 

The SECR"ETi--.RY FOU RAIL\Y..:\ 1: ... S 
(Hon. Godfrey ::Yiorgan, Jiurif/,t) rt•[Jlied~ 

"The work, which is situated in the 
hon. rrw1nber's electorate, was rcconl­
menced short!·: before the last election. 
and owing t~ its unproductiYe nature 
vras again suspended jn }lay, when the 
services of eleven n1cn vYcre dispensed 
with." 

Mr. COOPER (Brem er) asked the Secretary 
for Labour and Industry~ , 

"1. \Vas any communication sent by 
him or by his department to the Ipswich 
City Council asking that consideration be 
gi,-en by the council to the men dis­
charged from the new railway station 
upon any work undertaken by the council 
with a view to the relief of unemploy­
ment? 

"2. What reply was received from the 
~ouncil? 

"3. \Vhat was the dale of the reply? " 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOGR A")JD 
E\DGSTHY tHan. H. E. Sizer, Sandgatc) 
replied~ 

'"1. "Yes. 

" 2. and 3. Kone." 

HosPITAL DISTRICTS; PRECEPTs LEVIED cPox 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

.Nlr. WINSTA~LEY (Qu, enton) a>ked tho 
Home Socretar"~ 

" 1. \Vhat were the amounts of the pre­
cepts levied upon local authorities com­
ponent in the sovot·al hospital districts 
throughout the State in respect to the 
financial year 1928-29? 
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" 2. \Yhat were the contributions pay­
able by the Government to the respective 
hospital boards during the same period?" 

The IIOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson, Xorrnanb!J) replied-

" 1 and 2.-

HOSPITAL BOARDS. 
PRECEPTS LEVIED UPON LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND CO:><TRIBUTIONS PAYABLE BY THE GOVERN>IENT 

DURING 1928-1929. 

Hospital Board. Component Local Authorities in District. Local Authority I' 

I Precepts. 
-------------------~--------~ 

I £ 8. d. I 

Government 
Contril>ntion. 

Adavale Shir-,• of Adavale .. 1,069 19 3 ' 
2,165 3 6 

31,896 8 0 

£ 8. d. 
1,604 18 11 
3,247 15 4 

47,829 12 0 ~~~i,";~~ anci · Soutli 
Coast 

Shirr:'5 of Eachmn and Tinaroo . . . . 
City of Br;-bane. Towns of Coolangatta, Red-

clitYe, and Southport. Shires of Beenleigh, 
Caboolt.ure, ClPvelanrl, Comnera, N erang, 
Pine, T<Hnhourine, Tingulpa, and 'Vaterford 

Bundaberg City of Bundaberg. Shires of Gooburrum, 8,522 8 0 12,783 12 0 

Cairns .. 
Central Bnrnett 
Cook .. 
Gladstone 

lslR, Kolan, Perry, ami "\Voongarra 
City of Cairns and Shire of Cahns . . . . 
SllirrR of Drgilho, Gayndah, and ~Inndubbera 
Town of Cooktown and Shire of Cook .. 
Town of Gladstone. Shires of Ca!liope and 

5,932 0 0 8,898 0 0 
4,188 12 9 6,282 19 2 

450 8 0 675 12 0 
1,545 12 0 2.318 8 0 

lVIiriam Vale i 
Goondiwindi 
Gympie 

Town of Goondiwindi and Shire of ·waggamba : 1,560 0 
1,788 19 

0 
2 

2,340 0 0 
2,683 8 9 City of G~nnpic. Shirc1 of Kilkivan, Noosa, 1 

and Widg<e ' 
7 1,651 4 11 Rhire of Jericho .. 1 100 16 Jericho 

:clfackay Cit_v of ::IIackay. Shires of :IIirani, Nebo, 
Pioneer, and Sarina 

3,358 3 5 5,037 5 2 

7,179 16 6 )Iaryborough 

Port Douglas 
Rockhampton 

City of Maryborongh. Shirc·s of Burrum, 
Tiara, and 'Voocoo 

4,786 11 

1,091 14 

0 

8 1,637 12 0 

Tambo (for period ::\Iay 
and June) 

Toowoomba .• 

Shire of Douglas 
City of Rockhampton. Shir' s of Dt;aringa·, 

Jfitzroy, and LiYing~tone 
Shire of Tambo . . 1 

7,303 4 

16-! 8 

1 10,954 16 2 

0 246 12 0 

Townsville 

City of ToowL~ 1P1ba. Shires of Cambooy·a·, f 

Clifton, Crow's Nest, Drayton, Highfields, '1 

Jondnryan, .JfillnlCrran, Pittsworth, Hosalie, ; 
and Tarampa ; 

7,070 

6,571 

9 9 

5 5 

10,603 H 

9,856 18 l City of Townsville. Shires of Hinchinbrook I 
and T·huringo\va I 

c\DVAXCi-:S FOR HIXCllAUIGXG. 

:\lr. CO::\ROY (J[a,-,w,•t) asked the Sectc­
tary for Public Lands--

" l. How many applications haY'· been 
receiYed for advanres for ringbD rking? 

"2. \Yhat is the total amount of 
advance, applied for? 

"3. Are applications for advanre·" for 
ringbarking only open to pastoral lessees 
and lessees of grazing homf':,teads? 

"4. As I understand £600.000 is avail­
able for ach-ances for ringbarking. is 
there any limit to the amount which mav 
be ach·anced to any applicant for a;1 
advance?" 

The SECRETARY FOTI Pl'DLIG LA~DS 
(Hon. \Y. A. Deacon, Cunningham) replied-

" 1 to 4. Xegotiations with the Com-
111011\'H'rdth Government have not vet 
been completed in the matter of the 
State obtaining a loan for rlngbarking 
puq1ose~ under the tern1s of the 
£~4.000,000 ae;reemcnt. Legislation spe0i­
hnng the terms and conditions on 1Yhirh 
ringbarking advance"' will [,.-, made ,,ill 
:chol'tly be introduced." 

[3 p.m.] 

P.\T'Rns T:\:' nE SLEIGH _.\GREF.'IiEXT FOR S.\LE oF 
Co.\.L FHO~I CoLLC\S1.rJLLE S1 ·~.TE :J.IIKE. 

l\lr. DASH 
nctice, aE=ke-d the 

"(1) Has 
the papers 

( 1[1lndingburra). 1:rithout 
hon. lllf'lnb0r for Eo-wen-

the hon. member perused 
at the Mines Department 

relating- to the Sleigh contract \ ith the 
State Coalrnirw, CollinsYillc 1 

"(2) Was the reply gi,·cn the hon. 
member fm· Cook by the Minister for 
:\lines, whorcin he quoted the cornmcms 
of :Ylr. ,J. Stafford, Supen icor of :\lines, 
eo·npletc or were important qualifica­
tions omitted? 

" (3) If any important omission was 
n1adc. "'-Yhat worcl:5 were on1itted ·; n 

::\Ir. COLLIKS (Bozcen) replied­

" (1) Yes." 
" (2) Th~) reply gi;;en Lv tlv:~ :J,Iinister 

for 1Iineo:; on1jtted Un irnporta.nt 
qnalific<ttion. 

" i3) 'I'he words omitted from ::\Ir. 
Stafford's con uncut.; were the following 
paragraph. which "hould follow imnwdi­
atelv after the v.ord 'production' on 
the· third last line of ~dr. Atherton's 
rcpl, to 3.1r. I{cn!~y, as reported on 
page 53 of 'Hansard '-

If an outlet for -lack \\·ere avrrila ble, 
then cost; would be considerably 
reduced, and lhe incrca>ed output by 
export trade would also lower costs 
of production, as ovcrhc.ad charge~ aro 
comtant and are divic1ablc by the 
output. 

The papers disclose a proper effort to 
build up the export trade from BO\nu, 
and do not disclose fillY justification for 
the inferences drawn by the ::Ylinister." 
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AKALYSIS OF VOTI:'\G AT GE~ERAL 
ELECT IOX 

RETURN TO ORDER. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed:-

Return to an Order made bv the House 
on 29th August last, ·on. the motion 
of Mr. Maxwell, "hawing the 
detailed results of the voting at 
the various polling-booths throughout 
the State at the recent general 
election. 

PAPERS. 

The following papen were laid on the 
table:-

Regulations under The Sbte Children 
Acts, 1911 to 1928, dared 1st August, 
1928. 

R ulo undcr The Police Acts. 1838 to 
1924, dated 15th August, 1929. 

LEAVE OF .\I'SE:'\CE TO ~IEMBERS. 

The SECrtETARY FOR PUBLIC 
INSTRFCTION (Hon. R J\I. Ki,rg, Log" ). 
for the I'RE\1IER (Hem. A. E. :\loorc. 
Aubigny): I beg· to moYe-

" That leave of ab-.encc. for ihe remain­
der o' this · Se.~·-ion, be .~ranted 10 
:Mr. \'; 1ll;am McCorm:·,;k. J'vlembrr fo" 
the Ekctoral District of Cail'lls, (Ill![ 

Mr. John Mull an, :\icm he1· for th! 
Electoral District of Flinders." 

J\[r, DUNLOP (llocl.ha•npton): I calle•l 
c ~ot forn1al" to this n1otion for the pnr­
p::>se of obtainmg infonuation as to whl•ther 
there is any system exj~ting in this Legi~­
la~ure· rngarding holidays or leave of ah3cnce 
to m•embe1s of Parliament. [ understand th~t 
the hor. n1ember for Flindcrs was sworn in 
before leaving, but th,lt the late Premier, 
I,Ir. McCormack, '"as uot. I also '\t.t.-w only 
a fev.r da.ys ago wh~re a ruling wa., given 
that .. vd10n a parlian1en-;:ari8.n was a·wav for 
a full SC'SSiOn, his seat \YaS declared vacant. 
If a medical certificate setting- forth illness 
has been tnnc1cred to the Pre111iet by either 
of these hou. gentlemen, there might bP some· 
thing in th•e motion, but se0ing th::tt public 
~Prvants to-day receive 0nly a certain amount 
of leave of absence on full pay, those who 
are the makers of the la\\· should not rec,jye 
preferential treatJnent as against ou1· pnblic 
sen·ants. I would like to knDw from you, 
:Ur. Speak.'r, or from the Secretary for 
Public Instruction, \Yho is acting on b half 
of the PremieT, what is the true po8ition 
in regard to the hon. member for Cairns 
going n'vay. So far a~ I an1 concerned, 
what i.o right for thc goose i,; right for tho 
p;-andcr, and L as a 01lC'··tirn0 public servant. 
maintain that tho'e omsick Parliament 
,}wuld be treated ju~t as liberally as the> 
late Premier is being treated. I , .l!lecl " Not 
formal " in order to g-et that necessary 
infonnation for the benefit of Queensland as 
a whole. 

Mr. \Y. FOHGAN S::\UTH (Jiacl.:ap): Th,: 
hon. member who has just resumed his 
seat apparently is not Ycry well acquainted 
\vith the courtesies and decencies that arc 
nsuallv observed in ihis Chamber. For his 
inforrr;ation, I might say that a motion 'of 
this kind is a courtcsv usually "xtended bv 
ever, Premier, no matter to ,\·hich party he 
may belong. The Governm0nt of which I 
"-as a rnC'mber ever a period of years yery 
frequently granted leayo of absence to hon, 
members. The hon. member for Fassifern 

i.s one hon, member that I call to miud who 
recciYed a sinti!ar courtes~y. Th~ posiijon 
\vith regard to the o hon. gentlemen men­
tioned in the 1iwtion is that the hon. member 
for Cairns decided to take a trip abroad on 
account of his health. His health has been 
bad for a nurY!ber of years, and he is 110\V 

underg·oing a certa.in fol'nl of n1edic::tl treat­
ment In I:ondon. 

In arlditiDn to that, he has rendered very 
y.du~; bl,~ ":rvice to Queensland in London. 
~--\.3 the Prc1nier und other JVIini::;ter:3 kno\'v, 
,,-hen th c c1m <<tion of preferential dntie-; or 
rebalt'S on existing sugar dutit>J in Grea.t 
Britain ·v.·as being disctus;:;ed, I, in con9ulta­
tion with the Premier, 1nade certain r'"pre­
sentation."' to tho In1pcrial r!.nd Con1n1on­
wealth GoYernrnents. Evcrv effort that conic! 
be nuu.lc b.\ this prtrty in u conjunction \Vith 
the Gon~nnncnt \<;a::; n1adc. In addition to 
1hat. the scn·ices of tlw hon. mcncbe1· for 
Cairn~. as ex-Pren1ier of the Stat0, ha.vc been 
availe.d of in London as an advocate for the 
i111portant sugar inclu;:;try of Queensland. 
Only this n1orning I received a. letter from 
ihat horl. gentleman intim~<tin;; that h,. had 
had intery]c\vs with practiudly every :\linis­
i.:._•r of tln::- CabinPt. in Gr~ _lt Britain, outlining 
tl.e position as :t :cfl'ccted Qucen,land and 
Australia, anrl, in acl<lition to i hat. he had 
been giYen th9 opportunity of addte-.sing 
an important Domininns Committee of the 
J-Tousc of Comn1DDR on tho case fot the reten­
tion of the existing- preferential duties on 
sugar. In countless different \vas·~,, rrs the 
PrcmiPr know:::, the hon. n1enthcr js 1nal-:ing 
ll"C' of his spC'cjal knnvdcdge to advance the 
best interests of QuPensland industries. 
EverYOJlL' wlw knows tl:w hon. n1en1ber knows 
that,· prior to his leaYing Queensland, he 
\Yas a sick man. I-Io has been a sick 1nan 
for a nuntbcr of years. He is carrying 
cut yery important functions in London on 
behalf of Qucenslancl at the pr<csent time, and 
the courte'lv of the Pre1nicr in proposing 
thi<, motion 'is one that should appc>tl to every 
me m bet· of this H onse. It ccrt<1inly does te 
1118. 

With regard to the hon. member for 
Flinders, he also has been in bad health for 
some time. He is taking the opportunity 
to Yisit his native Ia.nd, and also to visit 
Franre. to see the graye of his son who ·was 
killed in the great war-;:-a yery coinn1endable 
and laudable enterprise on the part of any 
parent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PeBLTC I:\­
STRFCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan): 
The hon. nwmber for Rocklnmpton, Kho 
called "Not formal" on his own initiative, 
a.pparently does not understand the po~ition. 
1 t has been truly stated by the Lender of 
the Opposition that thi~ granting of leave of 
absence is a privilege which is granted to 
members of the House. There is a pre­
cedent for granting leave of a,bsPnce to 
xnen1bers of Parlia1ncnt who al\J awa.Y. not­
withstanding the fact that theo; h"~-e not 
he<•n sworn. The LPader of the Opposition 
referred to tho case of the hon< member of 
Fasoiforn in 1S20, notwith6!anding the fact 
that he had not taken the oath. 

Reg-Mding the remark-; made by the 
Leader of the Opposition, I would like to 
assure the House and that ho11. member 
!hat !he GoYernment are well nble to look 
nftor the interests of Queensland in Great 
Britain notwithstanding that the hon. mem­
ber for Cairns is t,here. 

GOYERNi\IEN'f ME}!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Hon. R. JJI. King.] 
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Th" SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIOX: The hon. member for Cairns 
ootem:ibly went to the old countrv for 
health reasons. "\Ye have our busineBs. to do 
in the old country, and 'vo know how to 
carrv it out. \Ye also know that, in connec­
tion- ,Yith the threa,tened remov,1l of profer­
<'nce by the new Labour Gon,rnment m 
England, the r:remier took all tlw necc•<ary 
steps at the tmw for the purpose of safe­
guarding the interests of Qucomland; e.nd 
;e are very well a blc to contmuo that course 
of conduct 'vithout the aid of the hon. mem; 
ber for Cetirns. I can a~surc tho LeadE>r Ol_ 

the Opposition that the mtcrest<> of Queens­
land will be perfectly well safeguarded m 
the hands of the Government. 

G-OYERX:\'I:E~'l' ~1EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Question pnt aud pa"ed. 

ADDRESS IN REI'L Y. 

RES1JMPTON OF DEBATr:. 

The ATTOR~EY-GK:\ERAL (Hon. N. F. 
:\lacg-roart:·, Soul h JJrisbu ne), '~ho ~·,·a~ 
received with GoYerrnncnt cheer~, sa.._d · 
Mr. Speaker, in common with other speakers 
who have preceded me, I have great pl:asnre 
in congratnlating yon 011 ~vour elevail~n to 
the Sneakcrship of this House. I ha' o no 
doubt 

1 
that your long parhamentary caroe:· 

and experience coupled with your undoubted 
~tanding as a man of character 111 th16 C~?IT~­
;,unitY ~ will hc'lp you to preserve the h1gn 
traditi~ns of the office to w.lnch you h:tve 
been called. 

1 also take the opportunity. of . congratu­
lating the hon. m• mbcr for Bnhmba and 
the hon. member for C.Jok ,on the manner 
iu which thcc.v moved anu •.econded the 
motion for th0 adoption of th' Addrc" n; 
Reply. I would like to .--,:; one specta.\;~~':'' 
with regard to the first lad" who has <'Lcucd 
thic; ParliamPnt of Queemland. 

GOY> n>:ME:\T );IE)IBEES : I-lcar, hear ! 

The ATTOl\KEY-GENEl:L~L: I ha Ye 
been as·,ociatcd with her sufficwntly long to 
know ihat she i3 a very worthy la~y member 
of Parliament. She i~ a most mtellectual 
and ln{_1ylike woman, ~ncl that ~~a.kes u~ all 
feel that her entry mto Parliament lS 

deoirable thir>:;-. (Hear, hear!) 

Before proceeding with my speech: I think 
it will be fitting to say that I cons1der that 
I stand on this front .Tre'''Ul'Y bench a. very 
luckr n1an, fnlh· rcahs1ng the ~rcat TC:·q·J.)ll­
sibilitics I am tak-ing upon rny. shoul~h~r,_.J 
appreci11tinf{ the reasons why tlns pos1t;on 
has bf f'i'l confe TC'd upon n10. and a:;;~nrn1.~ 
hon. members that I shal_l do cvNythmg- t·o 
carry out my duties m an honoural.Jle 
ntanncr. 

I--loNO['R\BLE ::'5E::.\IHERS: I-Icar. hear! 

'l'lw \.TTOR'\EY-GE'\ERAL: In speak­
ing to tl1P ~\ddrcss jn Rc1!ly) ~. v ~nt to say 
rh,,t '[ '"''s v0r.v pleased w;th h1s l',xcPllcn< y 
tlH' Co'> .'rnor's Srlccch. I vras Yery pl'·a~cd 
to h< .r t' e Goverror deliver it, and I 'vas 
Yerv disappointed to hear the Leader of the 
Op)JOsition cl< ·•c•·ibe it as a " dull. so•·chcl 
documPnt.." Su.,h a dc:.JcriptioYl by the hon. 
HlLmbf'r rnndc n1e ]ook round for a rca"-Oll, 
and I did r.ot haYe to look long, becatue of 
nccos,it'" the document had sonwthing to 
,ay abo'ut the remm·al of the Lrader of the 
Ot;position a1•cl his colleagu" from the 
T~·eJ.;;;ur: LP11chcs. Of ronrsr, he is not 

[!Ion. B. Jl. J[ing. 

pleased with that. But I think I can say 
confidentlv that the hon. member did not 
read the Speech as the people of Queensland 
n ad it. In addition to reading it under 
circumstance·. which •.vere not at all pleaeant 
to him. he did not ha.Ye the great privilege 
that you. :11r. Speaker, the Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition, !11] _,elf, and other hon. 
mombers had of hearing His Excellency 
clelin•r it in another room. He did not see 
the glorious spectacle of the opening of this 
Parliament 1101' did he hear that great 
Speech delivered. He did not see the display 
o~ enthusiasm, which would uplift anybody. 
I' m·en thought that Labour supporters would 
be> read.Y to get up and cheer. Ha.Ye you, 
l\lr. Spe>aker, ever f'Oen n finer chsnlav of 
cnthusia~rn and con-fidence in this btiiJd~ng? 
I '"'"" toid by on() Labour supporter that he 
had been attending tho opening of Par!ia­
rnent for rr1a11v Year, and he had never 
~c·en such a 'great opening. (Opposition 
mterruptwn.) Hon. member., opposite haYe 
to remember that that opening was a remark­
able de1_nomtration of the confidence of the 
people m hon. members on this side of the 
House, and proved their support of this 
Covernn1ent. whether hon. rr1crnbcrs opposite 
like it or not. 

l\Ir. HY~ES: It was a great circus. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: It was a 
not0worthy demonstration; it \vas an 
undoubted expression of conf'trlencc in the 
CoYemment by the peopl0 ,,-ho attended that 
funcllon. That, I sa,·, mav have been one 
of the rcaso_ns 'vhy the Leader of the Oppo­
'Itwn deocnbed His Excellcncv's Sncech in 
the wa.v he did. He rr 'd it a,,-'av in a. 
quid room. and it reminded him that he 
Wc1s one of the Go,·crnmont who held been 
displaced from officr. In reference tu the 
hon. member's protest against the ho!din~ of 
that opcLing in the ~L0gislativc Cot~cil 
\hmnber, as a rr1cn1ber of theCa bin et I \Vould 
hke to add that, as another hon. member 
ha::; l'flnarkPcl, it \Vas sin1pl,v for thr reason 
that one hundred and fift:· more people could 
be. ac<"ommodatt d there t·han h< re. That is 
the on!: significance attaching .to the fact 
th~t the op .. ·~Jing took pl;->•~: in a11othcr roon1. 
Of cour.e, Jt may be a fact-I do not know, 
b~:canse I h.avc not had t~·e 1l('cessnry ·pre­
YJous Qxpcncnu~that ihe Labour Uovcrn­
JI10nt, or th0 Labonr P.trt:', could not de­
~nand 01: corrnnand such SHflport and interest 
111 oyw•nng th0ir Parliarl!ent ') .'_, to fill that 
Clwmher. YYhcrecs we. ;,nticipating the large 
nmll bor of people •cho would Ynmt to be 
prc"'.c-nt, acconnnodatcd thcn1 to lhcir satis­
feetlon. 

The Lead:r of the Oppo ition al'o snid 
tl;ot our poh< y is not cor: trurtiYP-thru it is 
9'? per cent. dc,tmctin'. PPrlwp. lw is 
nght: bnt what a 'nrr; spPctacJc. th .t. after 
fourteen yc.·1rs of Labout· GoYr:'-rmr. 'nt, their­
sue' cssor, find that 1 h0.'· rnu·•t of n0cc.ssitv 
be dt:'-trnctiYc rather than ro,,::;tructiYc! \Y.o 
-1.vhru I say "Y\ 0." I rc'frr to tlw Il1E'J11bcrs 

of this parh· who were thPn ~ct>king adn1is­
sion to Parliament-went tln·ong·h the whole 
rountry telJjng tho pcoplo in no lnnnis­
taka ble terms that '"'' "hon1 d ha' .' to be 
clestrnctiYc in order to be cons! n:din': an cl 
they retnr11ed us to po-v,-pr on tho::;c line::::. 
It is a fact that, as a consf'qU('l1<'P. \YC' n1ust 
fir·ct· of all pnt our house in order. and 
thPn 11roceed with further constructiYc legis­
lation. E,·er since I han, bern a politician 
and a member of the Cabinet rcqm sts to 
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my o'vn department for constructive legis­
lation have been numerous. 

Mr. HANLON: \Vhy not get on with them? 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: I will get 
on with them in my own good time; that 
time will come. The time will come when 
there will be law reform; when the State 
\vill be working under a modern and con­
solidated Companies Act, and not one that 
dates from 1863. 'l'hNo is anv amount of 
leg·islation that can be initiated I'n my depart­
xncnt, and ihat legislatlon will con1o in due 
time after "·e put our house in order. 'fho 
request·· have been numerous, but they will 
be dealt with in good time. 

The Leader of the Opposition, claiming to 
know the problems of (\"Overnmcnt. expressed 
"ome doubt as to whether he should con­
gratulate or sympathise with the Premier 
on his success at the poll. My association 
with the Premier assures me that he is 
fully seized with the important problems 
of government. and there are two foremost 
reasons that impart that a"urance so con­
vincinglv. First, his long and honourable 
career in Parliament; second, the fact that 
he sn.t for so many years on Opposition 
benches watching the mistakes of the Labour 
Party. For tbose two reasons I am sure 
he undoubtedly realises the problems of 
government better than tlw Leader of the 
Opposition, and will solve them accordingly. 
'fhe Leader of the Opposition also said tbat 
he realised that in the UJW< ard struggle 
towards tbe Labour objective-good old 
objective !-there were many reverses that 
would be sustained. I am very pleased that 
the hon. member nserl the phrase, " Labour 
objective." and on this, m: first opportunity 
of speaking on the fluor of this Parliament, 
I bnYe no hesitation in saving that I have 
notbing but ridicule for those members of 
Parliament in Queensland and in. Australia 
'-' ho pretend to stand for that Labour 
objecti,-c. 

Mr. BEDFORD : You wish.cd to be there 
yourself. 

The ATTOR:'\EY-GE:\:ERAL: That i a 
deliberate falschoocl. I ncwr wished it at 
any timo in n1y life, \Yhethcr in war tin1o 
m· at any other time. I could not. 

Mr. BEDFORD (WarNgo): :\fr. Speaker, 
I rise to a point of order. Is the Attorney· 
Gr-ncral in order in ~a:ving that 1ny rcn1ark 
was a deliberate blsehood "? 

Tlw SPEAKER: The cxprr ·si on used by 
the \ttornC:'\'-Gcn0ral j_, not prtrliamentary, 
and I ask him to wiihdra'\" it. 

The ATTOR0/EY-GET\ERA L: I withdraw 
the e'-{prt'<;<ion, ::\Ir. Speaker, but I sa:v unhesi­
tatingll that at no period in my life Jtayo 
I matk any approach to any political party. 
f was appr0achrrJ in the carlv etagc·, of this 
L;lmpai~u to ~tand fm_· political honours. 
which I clid ·sith >clCr•'''· I <ov cmphatic1llv 
i ha f. I --;, 'lS 111'YC'r 1- t-'fot8 as.;:.ociatPcl with anv 
nolitiral pflrtv. A~ to ~aving that I ('YP.r 

believer! in the Labour ohjcetin'. I could 
nev0r .::r"' anv ro1nn1nn Pf'nsr: ln cndca-.:onrln~ 
to drlurlr the people into the Lelicf that 
socialisation is nractirablr. I do not bclic1 '' 
that anv memb0r of ParlimnPnt repr0sPntinp: 
tlJo La bonr Prntv bP]icvcs in his own heart 
that sociali,ation. ;, practicable. 

Gov ERK'l!EKT ME)IBERS: Of course thev do 
not. . 

'I11c· ATTORT\EY-GENERAL: 
not one member on the other 

There is 
side who 

believes that such a thing is possible. But, 
Mr. Speaker, the Australian ·workers' 
L:nion and the other bodies controlling the 
Labour movement insist upon it. I have 
the utmost re<pect for those people outside 
Parlianwnt who believe' in the socialisation 
of everything. I bdiev•. they are honest in 
thci1· belief; and I have every sympathy 
for thcrn b0causo "" o 1nust rf'cngnise that 
we, whethct· in Australia or any other part 
of the world, are too selfish honcstlv to 
bdievo in the socialisation of the things set 
out ir: the Labour objective. The socialisa­
tion of those things must mean the estahlish­
nient of a. con11,10n fund into which eyerv 
person 1nust plac0 his and her earning.;; fo't­
thP common benefit of every citizen. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Nonsense. 

'l'he .:\TTORNEY-GENERAL: We ca,n 
r0adily understand that Labour Cabinet 
Ministers, who have toured the countn· at 
a tremendous expense, do not believe in 
such an objective. I say that \vith the 
utmoH' rcs.pect. ThoFo are my convirt.ions. 
and I have ah\ av•· held them. It is 
ridiculous for any 'man to 'tRnd up and 
suy that I at one time desired to be in the 
Labour movement. I have answered the 
h Jn. rn0mbE' 1' v: ho ·nade that sugge>stiou by 
v, ay of int0rjection just as I answered at 
South Drisbano the same charge> which was 
levelled against me by the late Peemicr; 
but, for the reason that he is not present 
in this House, and being cbaritably disposed 
to\Yards anyOne ~;,~ho is not prr·,,cnt \Yhen 
I uns\vcr a -charge, I do not intend to pursue 
ihis matter any furtber. Snfficc it to say, 
in ans\VPr to the hon. mr'lnber for \Yarrcgo 1 

that it is incorrect that I at any tinw made 
any approaches to Labour to jDin the rnovc­
rnent. 

I chall now proceed to l''"s on to what 
are th~ (Oneorns of the Govorn1nont to-dnv­
Hw v1tal thing·s that concern th<' Gon•'rn­
mcnt .. I first desire to touch upon the acute 
fiuanc1al position this State finds itself in 
to-dcty. \Vhen the Labour Goycrnment 
n '·'umed office in 1914. tlw public debt of 
the Stai:i] stood at £56.000,000. 

Mr. PEASE: That is wrong. 

The ATTC'RT\EY-GK\IEHAL: When they 
left the Trc asury benches the public debt 
had increased to £111,000.r10. The I.abonr 
tioycrnmcnt which "'"trolled this House 
during n'"!1.t tin10 lllUSt tal,;:(' SOtllO TC:3]JOll­

f'ibiJity for that incrPasc. The mcmbero; of 
th,; lab; Governrncnt m&y try to aro·ue that 
tho good _tlwy did .fui~~. t11'\ mon~y they 
<•xpendul JUstified that mcneasc and ihat 
the State in time "·ill rct'uperate.' vV" must, 
nr·vrrtheless. rea];,,, that there ha,·c been 
JHillions of ponncl.s squandered in State 
Pntcrpr_i~es. 1 and Llil1ions of pounds pitched 
a:way In <ta~"-lalJOur sy3tems. That being 
."Jo. \\'O runst plau~ .at their door smne rc:--pon­
~ibility for the great incrca~o in ~he State: 
Jebt. 

::\lr. l-IY:XES: GiYe us a llG\Y rcC'ord. 

The A T'I'ORXEY-GBT\EHAL: T ,,.;n _::1ye 
:·on anything you ·want. 

J!Ir. I(r.:L~o: \re 1vill giYe you 1110:.2 tban 
yon ;rant. 

The \ TTORNEY-GKNERAL: I \Yould 
like i~1 give the hon. n1c1nbcr for ToiYil~Yillo 
a messag:e that he will, perhaps. he ablo 
to take back to the people of 'I'owns,-ille, 
\\·ho are looking for a reason for his 
absence in that city as the parliamentary 

Hon. N. F. Jlacgt·oartv.] 
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roprT'-entativc of that city, dnrinr: their 
greatest W<cek in the year--their exhibition 
carniYal. 

l\11'. HYNE:o: Yon did not ha Ye the courtesy 
t.:_, inYite nw up there. 

The ATTORNEY-GESER \L: I did not 
haY(' the issuing of tho in-vitations. 

l\lr. HY~;Es: Ko, but you took three or 
four up there with you, 

The ATTORNEY-GE::'-JERAL: I clid not 
}u,,-e the inviting of anyone. 

Another concern of the Government rs 
land aclministratiorL Scttlc•rs have boon 
debarred from posscs,ing the freehold tenure 
<Jf th0 !and they have settled and worked. 

}lr. BEDFORD: UiYc ns son1ething you 
understand. 

The A TTORNEY-GENERAJ_: The 
mnwrship of land is a great bogey of the 
Labour party, They elaim that no one 
>hould own the freehold title of land. Could 
anything be more reasonably desirable than 
a policy that the people who work and 
cultivate the land should possc-,s the free­
hold title to it? Yet the Labour Party and 
ilw late Labour GovP<'nrnent denied that 
rig-ht to the people who work and deYelop 
the land. Is that not a great cnncern of 
the people of this State? Is this not a 
matter ihat the people have. by returning 
this party to office, demanded to have put 
right? The Premier has neyer tir.ed of 
telling the people that the prospenty of 
Qnccnsland must come from ihe land. 

[3.30 p.rn.] 

::\h. CoLLINS: \Ye all know that. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: But, unfor­
tunately, most of us do not act r:p to it. 
As the representative of -a metropolitan con­
stituency, I want to express my agreemc~t 
with the Premier in that statement. It rs 
essential that the people on the land should 
not be hampered unnecessarily; and I sta~d 
behind the Premier and his Government m 
seeing that every conRideration is meted o~t 
to those on the land. Those who put therr 
capital into the development of the land 
and undertake such improvements as rin~­
harking should receive the benefit of therr 
enterprise. They are doing work that will 
mPan increased wealth production, and every 
consideration should be shown to them. 

::\[r. HYNES : When are you going to ring­
bark the Arbitration Court? 

The ATTO.UNEY-GE);ERAL: We will 
ringbark the Arbitration Court at a very 
early o]1'Portunity. 

The rural workers' award JS another 
matter to which I wish to refer. Perhaps 
in dealing with an Address in Reply 
criticism from one side or the other may be 
productive of some good. Now, the Govern­
ment took the first opportnnity of suspend­
ing or abolishing the rural workers' award 
because it hampered the man on the land. 

~\Ir. PEASE: You did not do it in a proper 
'\Yay. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition says that we did 
not do it according to law. There is no 
safer· and more proper manner of doing any­
thing than doing it according to law. We 
did it according to a law that was estab­
lished by the party of which the hon. 
member is a member. If it was done by 

[Hon. N. P. Macg1·oarty. 

the Labonr Gov0rnmcnt lt rr1ust hnve been 
right; therefore, 1vhcro j~~ the f'Cnsc in saying 
that e did not do it in a proper ma:nner? 
The Leader of tlw Opposition says we were 
flouting ParlianH•nt-thnt ,,-c shoulrl have 
broudrt it before Parliament. The common­
scr"e pnrctical allS\YCr to that is that we 
took action under un Act passed by the 
Labour Govcrnrnent. ITovv, then, can they 
now takco exception to it? Am I not fair 
in criticising the Leader of tho Opposition 
for 'aying what he did? And was he not 
ab-olutch- ridiu1lous when he stood up in 
this Hotisc and said we '"ere flouting Par­
liament? 

The hon. gentle1nan also says that he is 
doing his best to keep the Government up 
to their pledges. I hope he will, and I also 
hope he moans that, by keeping our pledges, 
we _,hall recei,-c the support of his party. 
Speaking of pkdgcs, what were the pledges 
of the Opposition when they wore in power? 
Only a few year' ago the} promised child­
hood endowment. \Ve never got that! 
Pcmions for widows rtnd orphans. \Vo never 
got thern! No iner0ase in raihvay charges. 
\V e got those ! Preference to Queensland 
interests. We nc\'er got that ! All these 
were definite pledges made by Labour on the 
eYe of an election campaign; and I can 
recctll the electioneering pamphlets which 
definitely contained promises that those 
things would be put into operation. Yet the 
Leaclcr of the Opposition and his colleagues 
join in this bright chorus, "What about the 
£2,000,000 and the 10,000 jobs?" 

Mr. HYNES: What about it? 

The A'I'TORXEY-GENERAL: 1 will tell 
thP hon. member all about it. We are not 
going to alter that pledge, and we did not 
say that we would alter that pledge. 

l\1r. KmwAc-;: The Deputy Leader of the 
Government said ''0. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I have 
heard hon. members opposite say that the 
Premier said he would -clo these things 
immediately. I deh any hon. member on 
that side of the House to show me the word 
" immediatelv " in any of the cartoons or 
advertisements to which reference has been 
mad0. If I can l1e shown that word in anv 
of these cartoons or ad~-ertisements, then 'r 
v:ill withdraw. 

l\1r. POLLOCK: Do you want one or a 
dozen? 

Tha _\TTORT\EY-GENERAL: I onlv want 
one. \Ve itro not expected in three months 
to carry out all our pledges; but we will 
provide that £2,000,000, and we will provide 
work for the unemployed in a reasonable 
time. \Ve told the people '0, and we have 
to answer to the people, and not to the 
Opposition. When it comes to the time to go 
back to the people of Queensland in three 
years--

Mr, BEDFOT<D : You will not come back. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Wo shall 
go back with the utmost confidence, and 
'"" shall come back here again. \Vhen we 
go before the people again we shall go in 
a proper manner, and we shall have accom­
plished the task we set out to do. But wtl 
are not supposed to do it in three or four 
months. (Opposition interjections.) Hon. 
members opposite have to Join in th' chorus 
like this TheY have all to broadcast to 
their ele~tors ''Look how I attacked the 
GoYernment ! ' Look how I told them they 
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haYo not fulfil!< u their [Jromises in a couple 
of months." I haYe ,,ot been in politics 
Ycry long--

:'\1r. J3rml!'OilD: Dunlop >Yill be jealmts of 
you. 

The "'c'TTOR:c-JEY-GKNERAL: If he gets 
jealous of n1e~ he cerhtinl~.- will never get 
jPalous of the h"n. member for \Y•nreg-o. 
!Laughter.) I do not think there is any room 
in this House for parochial jc:dousy. 

~\nother n1attcr of great concern to this 
Uovernment is t.ho industrial position in 
Queensland to-day. \Ye consider that con­
ciliation methods are the most hopeful. and 
!hat the assistance of the Arbitration Court 
should only be invoked as a last resort. The 
Leader of the Opposition-I >'ant him to 
listen to this-makes this a·dmission: ' Ko 
o-v>tem that can be do,-ised in rcc·ard to 
C2uecnsland industries will gin1 c~mplete 
"'atisfaction to all sections of the comn1unit.y." 
The Leader of the Opposition, after a long' 
period as a member of the GoYernment of 
this State, makes that admission-"Ko system 
can be satisfactory to all sections of the 
people." It is time that a new Government 
got into power and introduced a system that 
will be satisfactory to <•Yery section of the 
co)nmunity. That is the way in which we 
are going to approach it. \Ye are going to 
introduce a •ystem which we have every 
confidence will be satisfactory to every sec­
tion of the community. \Vhat is the good 
of a man who holds the views of the Leader 
of the Opposition in that regard being in 
power and trying to 'l'rapplo with the diffi­
<,ultics concerning quecnsland's industries? 
\Ye hold that we hav£> a system that will 
give satisfaction, and \VC are ,going to put 
it into practice. 

The Leader of the Opposition aho said­
'· One difficulty in regard to arbitration is 
that the quc-,tion is ahvays regarded as a 
political question." LPt us set out by trying 
to have it rega.rded as a question that is 
not political. \Ye do not agree with the 
hon. member in that statement; and we pro­
pose to introduce a system into Queensland 
arbitration that will not be regarded as 
political. If the people of Queensland, 
whether they are employers or emplovees, 
look at the question in a. broad and unbiassed 
manner, they will not t >nsider it a political 
question. There will b<. conciliation right 
up to the hilt, and the _'~rbitration Court 
will only be resorted to in the last analvsis. 
I may be an optimist. and I am ah~ays 
going- to hB an optin1ist. I an1 not going 
to be like. the Leader of ihe Opposition, who 
says there is no system that will satisfy every 
section of the people. \Vhere is anyone who 
hclds such views likely to get? Unless you 
go before the people with a svstem and full 
of confidence in your system: you may as 
well stay away, because, if von go before 
i hem as a pessimist, you wil( not get them 
to work with you, nor will they adopt your 
.. ystem and ideas and try to make them 
practicable, 

We hope to introduce a. Bill on the lines 
of the Trade Facilities Bill : we hope to 
establish a Bureau of Economics. and to use 
the credit of the State to help to bring that 
about. We hope to encourage the expendi­
ture of capital-and that is a point I wish 
to stress. It is my honest opinion that in 
Queensland capital has been ''ithheld and 
has not been expended in in cl ustries in a 
manner in which the people \Vould like to 
~ce. It vvas no use pPonlc putting- 1non0y 
into industries during the last few years 
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in Queensland. The taxation imposed did 
not warrant it. Those with money could 
not let it go. Thov withheld it on purpo.e 
because of t-he po3~llon into wh1ch thf' Labour 
Government had got the industries of the 
Rt.ate. It is a po-.itivP fr:ct that t.be taxa­
tion on private enterprise~ absorbed Ss. 4ci. 
in the £1. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Is that including Federal 
taxation? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Under 
those circumstances you cannot expect people 
with capital to put it illto industry in 
Quo~nsland. We arc going to seck the 
co-operation of the people w·ith capital, 
giving thmn evory encouragement and the 
credit of the State. EO that they rnu.y be 
ir:cluced to· put their money into industry 
and bring the industries of the State from 
the a\,ful position in which we find them 
io-day. \V hi le there "?re over 2.000 fac­
toric<; e'tablishod in :!\'0w South .\,'ale, in the 
period from 1914 to 1927, there v:ere only 
eighty-one established in Queensland. Capital 
has been withheld because people would not 
entrust it to Quoenslanci during the reign 
of the Labour Government. \Ye haYf' now 
had a chaugo of Go\·ernrnont b:v an over­
whelming vote of the people of Queensland, 
and we hope to encourage capital. We 
believe that capital must have' just as fair 
a run as the people on the other side of 
the indmtry. It is m::- honest opinion that 
Labovr me1nbers and Labonr Govc~rnments 
told the people, while not definitely believ­
ing in their theory, that they would not 
tax capital in the hnnds of the workin<, 
people or the wages of the workers, and that 
people with capital should not be riven a 
clue re' ard for the use of their money. Th~t 
is my interpretation of their argument:-;. 
People with capital cannot be clone v. ithout, 
and Queensland is in a bad s!:tto t'l-da:­
because o£ the lack of capital. Until a 
Labour Government, or ltn:v other Govern­
ment, are prepared to give the people with 
capital a fair run the State must go back 
further and further. \Ve are determined 
that people with capital shall be invited a ne! 
encouraged to put their capital into Queens­
land industries and receive a fair return; 
just as we shall see that the working people 
and the wage-earners also get a fair deal. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Like you gave the rural 
workers. 

The ATTORJ'\EY-CE::\EH.\L: '.~~r, rcali"e 
to the full d1at we are ir! p1r.ver 1o-d(;l~ to 
a large extent by reason c.f the workiHg·cl~cs 
vote. 

Mr. KELSO: By the will of the people. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Bv the will 
of the working people almost as· much a•; 
b-.- tile will of anybody oleo; the,-dor•' we 
must be regarded as being men of E>ome 
common sense. Having been returned by 
those people, we realise that we hrrve oblig , . 
tions to them, and we are not going- hock 
on them. 'While we realise our obligations 
to the \Yorking people 'YP are not going- to 
tP!l th£>m we are going to abolish t~pitalists. 

Mr. BEDFORD: On what occasi::m did the! 
present Opposition say that it -,-,-ouitl abo1i~h 
capital? 

The ATTOR:.JEY-GK:\"ERAL: I snicl that, 
from my own experience of Labour people 
and those who stood behind the Labour 
movement, that was my impression of the 
message they conveyed to the NorkiD . .:r reor:·le. 

Hon. N. F. JJ.Iacgroarty.] 
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The J>ader of the Opposition <elso said-

" I have not yt:t ~ePr. a.ny indication 
of that development in industry, nor 
ha-ve I seen any great expansion in tho 
amount of capital available for the 
development of Queensland." 

How could he in three months? He and 
hi' party were on this side of the House for 
a number of years, a.nd he was in the 
~.linistry for a number of years. It was his 
.,Iinish·:r that drove capiirrl ont of Queens­
land ; yet now he turns round ccncl says that 
after three months he has ··een no indication 
of any development of industry or expan­
sion of c:a.pital availabl•c for development. 
I venture to say that " different position 
will exist in Queensland early in the new 
year, when it becomes known \vhat we are 
prepared to do to assi6t people with capital 
in a reasonable manner. Th•"n the hon. 
member will see a greo,t expansion in the 
amount of capital available for the develop­
ment 0 f Queensland's industries. 

Another thing to b·-• remembrrcd with 
regard to capitaliBm, and one OP_ which I 
want to make myself ver:;- cle>w, is that I 
believe wholehcartedlc in the right to work. 
I do not belicvn in a.ny man being penalised 
by any union or secretary of rt Hnion. or in 
an:v way hindered in his right to work. I 
want to make it perfectly plain nnd clear 
that I do not. and never will, believe in 
preference to unionists. 

l\1r. GOLLIKS: \Vhat about the lawyers' 
union? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I want to 
make it perfectly plain that the reacon 
why I do not believe in preference to 
unionists--

Mr. PoLLOCK : Is because you are a 
barrister. 

'rho ATTOR~EY-GENERAL: It is bc­
~ause I have seen the people who have been 
exorcising and controlling· that system 
making it a c.omplete fa.rce and so hinderin1: 
honourable men ac to deprive them of tlw 
right to work. If a man is able and willing 
to y;-ork and th0re i~ a joh for hi1n io b'O to­
if you, 1'Ir. Speaker. or I "ant to emplo0-
him-why should he have to go to a union 
to obtain permission 9 vVhv shm1ld a union 
official have the rig·ht to sa~-. "No. I refnse 
to yon the right to employ' him. You must 
employ the man I SE'l<>ct." It i•- for that 
reason that I do not bf-lievc in preference. 
The right of preference to unio11ists is noi 
practicable in that form. 'I'ho Labour 
Administration proved conclnsively that 
they knew nothinp- about the lPgal profes­
sion. They tboup;ht that anybody could 
occupv a legal position, a-nd they only did 
th.at bec;mse they thought to curry favout' 
With the1r Labour supporters. It is easv to 
do these things up to a certain point,· but 
the p· ople outeide woke up to hon. members 
Oflposite, ::tnd no',\' thoy are in opposition. 
Thn people put up with hon. members 
oppositP for a tin1e, but evcntuall v thc..­
drove them out of offic" Hon. n;embe1;s 
opposite thought anything was good enough 
for the legal profession. 

An 0PPOSTTIOK ]'.IE:J!BER: \Vo amended an 
Act of Parliament to allow mo 1 to become 
barristers. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I can 
assure the hon. nwm bor that that Art was 
•1ot passed for ll1\ benefit; it was pa,sed for 
somebody ol<0 I passed my exami11ations. 

[Hon. 1Y. fi'. Macgroa1·ty. 

I know ban. members will take mv word. 
but. if by a.ny chance there are any 'of them 
who will not do so, I can produce m:y col'ti-­
ficatos to show that I passed my examina­
tions. I say with all due deference to hon_ 
members on the other side of the Chamber 
that during their term of offi-ce they did not 
regard the legal profession-I sa:rr it with 
the utmost diffidence und with the r0spcct 
the.>' do·erve. The legal profession is "'' 
honourable profc~sion . 

:\fr. CoLLtKS: We had one of them as our 
leader at one time. 

The AT'l'OTlNEY-GEKERAL: Although 
I say it mnelf, hon. members opposite put 
men without any qualifications into legal 
positions. and they had no right to do so. 
That is the po"ition ns I see it and as the 
members of the legal profusion sec it. 

I am verv pleased to know that it is thE' 
intention of the Government to amend the 
.] my .\et; and I shall be vary proud to 
ha ye the opportunity of introducing the Bill 
into this Chamber. There is another instanco 
of \\·hcrr' tho Labour Party endeavoured to 
injm·e the legal profession. They mad,, it 
po"iblc for penons twenty-one years of age 
to lw <'m panelled on a jury to decide matter; 
i11volYiug thousands of pounds in tho com­
IllC'l"Ci,tl world. They did that deliberately: 
bnt thev did not do it thinking that it was 
reasona-ble• legislation for the people of 
Queensland. They did it to injure the legal 
profession. 

The .Jury Act was amended, not for the 
bc,ttc•rm<•nt of the people of Queensland or 
i h imprm·ement of legislation, but with 
the idea of making little of the legal pro­
f< ,si on &nd of anvbodv connected in anv 
\\-e Y with the law. 'The Labour Part\· 
lll•(icwd that, by making little of the la";· 
thee· would he able to secure greater poli' 
ttra 1 patronage. 

:\Ir. HYKES: Do you not think that the 
pl·rsrnt judi~iaJ bench is equal to any 
jnccir·i:ll Lcnch in Australia 1 

The Xl'Tt >RNEY -G E'\JERAL: 'I'ho Lmch 
in QtH'Cn~land to-day--

'.Ir. IlYKES: Appointed by a Labom· 
(;oycrnmcnt. 

Th:' ,\TTORNEY-GE-:\ERAL: Tlw ban. 
n1ctul)('l' has as.kcd the question, so permit 
me to a nswcr it. ThP bench in Queensland 
tn-da:· i~ a very strong, intellectual, and 
'aiisfactor:- lwnch: but it was only on the 
""'' of tlw last elections that the Labom· 
f;on ;·nment strengthened it in order thnt 
tl:cy rr•ight cnmmand little respect at thE, 
l']r•ciion~. Th1' last three appointments 1.vere 
nr': communclable appointments. Realising 
that the people were strongly of the opinion 
llut they had not acted wisely towards the 
leg-al prole ,sion. the Labour Government at 
tlw eleventh hour made three excellent 
a ppointmcnts to the judicial bench. 

~.Jr. STOPFORD: T'o what appointments do­
you nbj0ct? 

ThP ATTOR~EY-GE:'\ERAL: I distinctlv 
,aid th"t the last three appointments wer'e 
i"-cccllc'lt; but some of the appointments by 
th~· Labour Government 1vere not good 
<1 ppointmcnts. 

:',Ir. STOPFORD : N amc them. 

The ATTORXEY-GE:'-JERAL: I prefer 
:·ot: the hon. member knows them. 

'.fr. Bci>FORD: You are disappointeJ !m­
cause ou 1.vero passed over. 
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There arc 
numerous reasons why tho Jury Act should 
be amended, particularly with regard to the 
re~toration of special juries. 

ML HY:::!ES: Another retrograde move­
ment. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Another 
retro~rado rnovement ! 7\Iy co1nplaint against 
the Labour Party on this matter is that they 
acted blindly in th0 belief that am•thing 
was ~ood enough for a jury. If the hou. 
1nernber for Tovvnsvillo \Vere concerned in a 
case involving h1rn in son1e thousands of 
pounds, he would not be satisfied to have 
a jury empanelled from persons twent,., -ono 
years of ago living within one mile of the 
::luprernc Court, having as qualifications only 
that they wore enrolled m1 the electoml 
roll. 

Mr. HYNES: They were quite good enough 
to send overseas during the war. 

The ATTORJ'<EY-GENERAL: That is an 
entireh- different matt(r. As jurymen they 
were called upon to decide highly technical 
m<ttters calling for high intdlectual ability. 
The prcoent position will be remedied; and 
I shall have an opportunity to say more 
when that is being done. 

I am very pleased to intimate th>tt th0 
electoral laws will be amendec!. end I shall 
have an opportunity of dealing at length 
With that matter latet·. It is intende,,l to 
iiJ:-titute a s~vstem of l1a ving a joint electoral 
roll, and there \\ill be a redistribution of 
electoral seats. 

Mr. Hn,ES: Digging yom,e!Yes in. 

The ATTORXEY-GE);ERAL: I "m not 
f1~gg!ng n1~V"~'lf in; but I ,,,_hall, perhaps, bo 
digging a lot of the others out. (Laughter.) 
Personally, I do not ('Ue whether I am du~ 
in or dug out. There is not the slightost 
doubt that hon. membci·s opposite realise 
i hat the last redistribution of seats was not 
a just one. · 

Mr. HYNES: Apparently, it v-as a good ono. 

The ATTORNEY-GE:\'ERA.L: Iu nart, 
it ,_\ ns ridiculous. Hon. men1bers knovv; fu1l 
'veil that artns "'Yere excised from Labour 
strongholds and placed in other areas that 
lYe re considered weak fron1 a La bonr point 
of vicv.·. 

J\fr .. DDDFORD : How do } on propose to 
rcdrstnbute the seats this time' 

The ', TTOR~-\EY-G E="ERAL: I will 
rHJt redistribute them at all. The part that 
I shall plr~· in it will be that I as Attornov­
General. ·,·ill _have the pleasure 'o_f ~ppointi_ng 
an outir0l;y~ 1ndt>pcndent C'OlnrnJ·:dlOn 'vbrch 
,,,·ill do its work in an honourable manner. 

The SPE \KER: Order I 'l'ho hon. member 
has <'xhamicd tho time allowed hirn under 
the St •,ndwg Orders. 

The IIO:VIB SECHETARY (Hon .. J. C. 
Pc-tcru~m, ~YarTnanby): I beg to lflO\'C-

" That the Attorney-General be p;ranted 
an ex.,tPn :lion of tin1P to enable hin1 to 
complete his --peach." 

The ~PEAKER: Is it the wish of hon. 
mcmb,_,rs that the _\ttonwv-General b,, 
gLnted an extension of time.? 

HoNOL"R.\BLE MEMBERS: Hear, herrr! 

The 'TT()R:\fEY-GF."\ERAL: I am vet·v 
grateful for the courte,.y ,-nd generosity ,)£ 
hon. n1cmbcrs jn granting me an extension 
o£ time. I thank them very much. 

Speaking of the redistribution of sc:>ts, 
whether the late' Government carried out the 
redistribution of seats in a proper manner 
or not, or whether they thought that it was 
done in a proper Wllv, we on ihis sid~ of 
the House do not think that it •vas an equal 
redistribution of the electorates in this Stare. 

Mr. STOPFORD: You won an election on 
it. 

'l'ho ATTOR.:-JEY-GEJ'<ERAL: That i.; all 
the more to our credit. I sha.ll be quite 
candid with hon. members opposite. Take, 
for instance, a n1an liying on \Vickharn ter­
rae<'. under the late Government's redis­
tribution of s0ato he must vote in the Pad­
dington electorate; but we ft!l know that 
\Vickham terrace is not in Pftddington. 
VVickha1n tcrraf'e is ah' 1ys recognised as a 
part of the city of Brisbane, for it is only 
a few steps from Queen street. That is only 
ono anomalv. \Yo must all admit that the 
last redistr:ibution of seats was not in 
accord:wce with equity. 

A GovER'\~fENT ::VlE~IBER : Look at the Rose­
wood electorate ! 

l\1r. STOPFORD: You say you are going to 
do all this. 

The ~\.TTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon. 
member mnst pardon mv lack of familiarity 
with tho conventions oi parlialnf-mtary pro­
cedure. When I say " I," I mean that the 
GoYernment of the day will appoint the 
commission; but I C'an a3stnc hon. n1ornbcrs 
that the commission will be appointed 
through the department that I am concerned 
with, and that its members will do ,,,·hat 
is fair and houourable. 

11r. STOVFORD: I-low can you anticipate 
they will do what is fair and honourable"? 

The },TTOR:cJEY-GENER'L: I antici­
?"ote that its members will do the fair and 
honourable thing. 
GovERN~rEXT ME:.VIBERS: Hear, hear! 

The ATTORNEY-GE?\.ER \.L: I can 
assure hon. members that one fair and 
honourable thing will be the inclusion in 
tlw electorate o! Brisbcne of those electors 
li-.:ing on \Vickham terrace. 

Another great concern of the Government 
is the po--ition of our ra-ilways, which has 
been brought abcut by the tr-emendous deft­
cits thcv haYc sho\tn for the la"t thirteen 
;years. iion. members opposite must take the 
responsibility for those deficits just a;; v·e 
~hall have to accept the responsibility of 
our administration in another seven, four­
teen, or fifteen years, if we are here for that 
length of time. If at the end of that period 
we show a defic-it of £17,000,000, the Oppo­
sition of the dav will be entitled to attack 
us upon that fa,:;. The railways, after four­
teen vcars of :tdministration bv a Labour 
Gover'nmm.t, showed that trernenclous deficit; 
and we are entitled to attack thei1· mem­
bers on that dr fic;t. It is our duty to t0ll 
the people of Queenslanrl--and we do so in 
an honourable mnnner-that it is necessary 
for us to face the railway problem in '" 
determined manner. 

There has been a good deal of talk on the 
subject of rai!wftys. I did not roam ;-cry 
far from my electorate duriPg the : eccnt 
election, but on one occasion I spokP at 
Ipswich. There was then talk about workers 
being dismissed if my party were returned. 
I then said that all}' worker holding a Goveru­
ment position. whether it be a pel'manent 
job in the railway workshops or otherwise, 

Hon. 1.V. J?. JJiacgroarty.] 
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would not be dispensed \l"ith while tllere was 
work for him to do" But thio Government 
have to face ihe railway position, and, if 
there are people in the railways and there 
is no work for them to do, tllen \VO, as cus­
todians of the people's money, and having 
to spend it in a prope1· \"1; ay~ e-annot afford to 
pay any person, whethet· l1e be in the rail­
\vavs or ~tn "where else. if there is no work 
I he"re for l;irn to do. The' purpose of the 
Government is to go 1hrough the Ipswich 
workshops and other work ;hops. 'md we what 
ought to be done, and the GoYernnu~nt, as ,a 
body of honourable v1en, will have to accept 
the responsibility for any actiou they may 
take in that respect. 

There are 1nany other 1nattcrs of grave 
concern to this Govc'rnrrleJ;t of which I can 
speak, but I do not propose to continue any 
longer. The Governn1cnt art_"\ a.pproaC;hing the 
pr0sent position iu which the;.- f~nd Queens­
land with the utmost hone and ronlidenc<> 
that, by ~arefu1 a11d bu~irlC.~sEke achninistra­
tion, tbe State will come out all right. I 

approach the position with the 
[4 p.m"] feeling that Queensland will 

come out all right by rc.1son of 
the good lcgishction that will bo put on the 
statute-book bY this GovernmC'nt: and I 
sincerely apprCciat( rny ovvn responsibility 
in helping to carry out a polic~v -~xhich will 
be for the good of Queondand. 

GovERKi\JENT ME:-IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

::\1r. POLLOCK ( Ureuor!l): In the first 
place, JYir. Speaker. I desire to make refer· 
enco to your appointmCJJt. I an1 sun' you 
will undersL1nJ that it is 110t 1nv G~·-,icc tn 
;:;ongratulate you at pt·e,onl. ( think the 
eautious and th(~ sen~ible thing to do 1s t'> 
wait until the end of the sessio~1. The work 
of this sr·"sion will let u.& !mm·: whether at 
the elH1 of that time you are, as we ho;1e you 
will be, a thoroughly fair and impartial 
3peaker. I really believe that you arc; the 
most impartial man that eoukl have been 
Relected from the Government side for the 
position. I only hope that your \vork at the 
end of three 3 ears-if this Parliament runs as 
long as that-will be sufficient to indicate to 
us that you have borne out the good opinion 
regarding your qualifications for your high 
office which your party believe you possess. 

l\1r. BRAND: Which the House believe. 

::\1r. POLLOCK: It is onlv a matter of 
waiting to see if that good oi)inion is borne 
out. 

A GovERN}IENT ME}fBER: That is rather a 
backhanded compliment" 

::\1r. POLLOCK : It is one of those cautious 
compliments that a parliamentarian of any 
experience alwavs desires to pass on any 
man he admires: 

Mr. EDWARTlS: "\Ve have had too much 
experience of you. (Government laughter.) 

Yl:r. POLLOCK : The Attorney-General, 
who has just rec,umed his scat. made some 
references to the Governor's Speech which 
were to me at least very amusing. Should 
I call it a Speech'? I suppose to be polite 
I musL rrhe hon. gentleman said that, \Vhen 
this document was read out bv His Excel­
lency the Governor, there w11s unbounded 
enthusia>'tn. It is true that the present 
Treasurer led a chorus of " God Save the 
King 1" That may have been for effecL 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I was referring 
to the general enthusiasm-a different thing 
altogether. 

[Fion. N. F. Macgroa1·ty. 

2Yir. POLLOCK: It is true that the social 
gathering which attended the delivery of 
that Speech did make it its business to 
swarm upon the nev;;r mernbcrs. ~aturally 
the llCW members invited their friends and 
had a. packed· audience of tho elite of Bris­
bane pr~sont. It is true that that getthcring 
did eviuce considerable enthu~ia n1 so far 
as the " cats " wPrc concPnJed after the 
Speech was delivered, but I arn not a w·arc 
that anvbodv who can lav nnv claim to 
comn1on. sr~nSc could rcgar~l the docu1nent 
rPad out bv Hie Excellencv as being an 
intellectual contributiOJL , 

Mr. STOPFORD: It nc:1rly killed the 
Governor ~ 

Mr" POLLOCK: The Attorn(v-G<'neral 
was one of those ,;ho framed ancl.prcparecl 
this Spt:>ech. Katurally he is anxlous to 
make the public believe that the Speech he 
had a hand in preparing \Yas a good one. 
The majority of the people, however, will bo 
bitterly di,a.ppointed at that Speech. .\fter 
months of press publicity in which Q•1eens· 
land \• as represented as having just escaped 
from a band of Labour ogres. aftpr th,·ep or 
four n1onths of 1ninistcria.l guzzling at yjctory 
socials--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IKSTRUC<riCN: 
:-;rot at the Government expense. 

:VIr. POLLOCK: After a great de,>l of 
press publicity, in which every effort w·as 
made to represent tho present Government 
as being a band of men who wore at last 
to lead Queemland on to the path of pros· 
perit:''· I am surprised after all thc'se things 
that \Ye had this meatless bone, in tho form 
of a Gov0rnor's Speech, thFO'\Vn do\vn to a 
hungrv public. \V 0 arc asked to bo 
pleased at it; we are asked ico join in 
what the Attornev-General considers the 
g"neral enthueiasm at this being thrown 
dowil to a public who were led to Pxpect 
something from these new political 
champions. 

:!'vir. EDWARDS: You know vou took the 
meat off the bone and left it d"ry. 

Yl:r" POLLOCK: I am wondering ;ust 
what must have been the thoughts of the 
Governoi' when he was asked to read out 
this considered product of a Government 
that had been in office for three or four 
months" I am wondering just what J?ris­
bane's social "400" thought of this mmden 
effort of their new political champions. I 
am wondering whether they did see in it 
anvthing to be enthusiastic about. No 
do;]bt those who had friends newly arrived 
in the Ministry, and others who could see 
for themselves· a chance of getting a I ittle 
picking when the State enterprises were 
being disposed of, would show some 
er,thnsiasm. Y on could exnect them to be 
pleased. But the general ]mblic who were 
looking for the Government to carry ':lllt 
their promises could soP little or nothmg 
to be pleased about or become enthusiastic 
about in that Speech" Th<'ro is not a C?n· 
structive thought in it. I_t is a cnntmna!wn 
of previous Speeches wh1eh were .put mto 
the hands of previous Governors by the 
Labour Party. It consists of promised 
amendments to Acts which, from time to 
tin1e, ha Ye been found bv experience . to 
require amending. There is nc:t a. vPsh~e 
of a constructive or statosmanhke Idea m 
the Speech. I stand corrected. Time will 
show if there is, but I give that as my 
opinion. 

A GOVERNMENT MF.MBER interjected. 
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Mr. POLLOCK: You can call it, a docu­
ment or you can call it a Speech. It mig·ht b~ 
less charitable to call it what I called it when 
dealing with another question. I prcf or not 
to do so again. After shrill trumpeting' likt• 
an elephant in labour pains, the (}ovcrnmcnt 
have given birth to an ant, and a w!Jitc 
ant at that. They propose tnerely to e;iYe 
us amendment after amendment of unim­
portant Act's instead of dealing \Yith tlio 
biggest and most vital que~tions that !HtY•' 
confronted Queensland for many a da~-. 
Take the fall in wool prices and tbe etTccts of 
the drought on the pastoral industry-,vhich 
is the greatest industry Queensland h.". and 
is at present requiring drastic action on the 
part of the Government to see that it is 
again put on an e·con keel. They do nor 
propose to attend to all thi by finding ovt 
what is wrong with the price of wool oYcl·­

seas. They give us an idea of how thr:c a,· 
going to deal with the unemplo,·ed quest'iun 
by introducing abottt twenty Bills to 
in minor particulars, Acts that were 
by the Labour Government. 

The TREASURER: It was very unfortunate 
that they were passed. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That is what. ''-o are 
expected to become enthusiastic abom. So 
far as I have been able to judge. e,·ery 
amendment of ever.v Act is designed to take 
a sheet of iron off the roof that Labom· built 
for the shelter of the general public. Enr)' 
amendment is designed either to get rid Df 
some State enterprise, or to thro-w '' idc th, 
doOl' to the profiteer so that he can ha,·e an 
'·open go" at the public. or to give rlH' con­
tractor a chance to rake in hugu profits. 

'The TREAS'CRER: 2'\o, to give people \ alue 
for their rnonE'y. 

J\fr. POLLOCK: Or to give the employer 
th" bio- stick over the cmplovec at the ronnel­
table ~onference. EYerv Bi"ll is desigiCed to 
do something in that, dirPction. \V c are 
asked to be enthusiastic about this GoYPi''lor' s 
Speech, and we are told that the pnblic were 
enthusia,tic about it. Go down the street 
and ask the public what they think of it, 
and thev will tell you. They \Yil! say that 
it is the" product of the wcal~.:Pst CioYernlncnt 
that has over hold office in Queensland. 
(Government laughter.) 

Qpposrno::-; l\IEMBERS : Hear, hear : 

!\lr. POLLOCK: That it is a Government 
that is leaderlcss, a Government that does 
not e1Ten kno1v ordinary parlian1cntary 
tactics, let alono ho_w to carry on a. carnpaign 
to remove the enls that Queensland ma:' 
suffer from time to time. (Goyernment inter­
jection· .. ) I am afraid that hon. members 
who gave you the nomination for the Chair, 
Mr. Speaker. will havo to receive a lesson 
in mannf'rs from you---sooner, pcrhap;., than 
the:; mav like. We were told after the elec­
tions in· no unmcasurcd terms, both by the 
Government and t.heir supporters, that there 
would lw, and that since th<' elections there 
has been. a return of confidence-this 
mysterious thing called confidence, which 
autorr:aticallv makes it~ presence felt imme­
diatelv a La.bour Government is defeated and 
a Kafionalist Government secures the reins 
of office. \Ye were !eel to believe that this 
m.Y ·terious thing called confidence would so 
make its presence felt thn.t all our evils 
would disappear; but that has not proved to 
be the case. Is there sufficient confidence to 
warrant people doing one of the things 
necessary to give the country producer suffi-

de!lt ronfidPnce, or to juRtify woolbuyer.-) in 
paving a higher price for our \VOol, or buyers 
a "higher price. for our sugar, because 
Mr. Moore happens to be Premier of Queens­
land? It does not look like it. It·' does not 
look, c.ither, as though our primary or 
secondary industries arc receiYing any fillip, 
as the result of this change of Government. 
But, if you examine the newspapers, you will 
see that imtoad of there being a return of 
confidPn~e as was predicted and which is 
boasted about to-day, there has been, if any­
thing, a. decided slump in the prosperitv of 
this State since the Go,-ernment took office. 

:VIr. EDWARDS: You know that is rwt 
true while you are saying it. 

l\11-. POLLOCK: I vm not asking hon. 
nH~rnbPrs to take 1ny word; I pr.opc"·C to giYe 
~~orne Pvidcnce on thr· point. I would not 
quote the Trea~urer'R ren1arks against hlm, 
became he would not like it, anp I hate to·. 
offend him. 

1rhe TnEASURER: You need not \Vorr~, your 
!wad about that. 

l\lr. POLLOCK: A deputation waited on 
~lnyor J ally in Bri~b.\EO regarding a ne\\ 
orJlnance which the rnayor propo~ed to pass 
in order to arrange for the removal of 
CTrbin houses and dwellings which he said 
,,·ere nniit for people to live in. The depu­
tation coP<istul of Yl8ssrs. H. H. Gayford, 
see1·etary; G. K. fle::tbrook, J. Pik<', and 
B. Hart, Property Owners' Association-they 
would hardly },e Labourites; W. M. Hall. 
·raxpayers' ~..\ssociation; M. S. Herring, 
C)nccnsland Trustees Limited; Ddell, Unio? 
Trustees; J. C'ampbcll. Heal Estate Insti­
tute; C. Musgrave, Bri,bane Permanent and 
Building Society; F. W. Mole, Public 
Curator; Stew art Cameron, J. T. Thorpe, 
1\::iss Taylor, Bortley, and 1\frs. Wylie. 
Boarding-house Keepers' Association. It 
was represented to ~Ir. J oily that things 
wore !'O bad in Brisbane at the present time 
that it would be um1 i'o to ha Ye this or·din­
ance introduced. 

According to the " Courier " of 29th 
August last-only a few clays ago-

" Speakers exprcosed the hope that, 
if the ordinance die! become law, some 
drastic alterations would bo made before­
hand. ::":'o harm would bo done if the· 
whole thing were postponed for t ,·o]ve 
months. Property was by no moans a 
good inYestmcnt at present, and it could 
not carrv anv 1nore burderP-. Taxation 
could not go any higher. This ordinance 
would constitute an impost which would 
be worse than anv rise in rates for a 
considerable time.'; 

And here is the meat of it-
" It would hc.ve a blighting effect on 

the city. At the present time, no matter 
what the suburb might be, empty houses 
could b0 seen in dozens. Houses which 
a few months ago wero worth 25s. a 
week coulrl not be let no": for 15s." 

In spite of the return of the Nationalist 
Party! 

" Rental valnA had dPpredated more 
than 25 per cent." 

That shows that the public arc not prospc10us 
to-day, although they ,., ere a few months 
ago! 

" while bad tenants had increased by 
120 per cent." 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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In ,pite of this confidence that had led 
people to be prosperous in Queencland! The 
paragraph concludes-

" There \vould be a gT(--at disturbance 
and many people \vith Hloney snnk in 
property would be at tlwir wits' end to 
know what to do with it." 

That is the rceult of this m,terious thing 
called "confidence" which the election of 
the present Nationalist GovPrnrnent \Vas sup­
posed to bring· to Quc<mslanrl : 

One of the things that the Attorney­
General said was tru •. I-Ie said ho was 
lucky to be here. He is. As a matter of 
fact, he wa- snoring under the political 
plum tree with his raouth op<m when ono 
of his friends shook the tre<' aml the plum 
fell into his mouth. Th>tt is the position 
as nearly as I can gauge it. And a nice 
ripe plum it was! I am to~cl that it was 
worth. with marked brid,,, lwtwc"n £4,000 
and £5,000 a year. 

He said in the course of his remarks 
one thing-, at any rate, that is not borne out 
by facts. That might be a rounda0out way 
of sa;.·ing that it is not true. His statement 
was that the Pr0mi0r, or the Government, 
had made no pron1isc re;:.;arding n proposal 
to relieve unemployment immediately. I say 
that the Government did make that promise. 
On 6th May, 1929, t-he Townsville " Daily 
Bulletin " and other parwrs-I can get at 
ha-t twenty of them if it is nece"'ary-had 
this to say-

" iYir. Moore, who retunwd to Brisbane 
from his northern tour on 1st 'Ma;·, 
i-:.,upd an important ~t.at0rnc•ni of his 
propo~als for tl1e purpo~c of proYiding 
in1mr-cliatc rc:icf for a lorgl' nnn1bcr of 
unel\Iploycd." 

H Inunediatc relief." he said. 
":vir. ::\Ioore said lw fully reali<cd the 

nec:_~~sity of providing ~ornc inuncdiate 
l'',lir,f for the unernp1o_,·(t1." 

~Ir. f~. P. BARXES: " ~CllJe."' 

, j(r._
1
POLLOCT\:: fie}!;~ :iJOt proYldLd ~-1~-. 

l:Lc GoYernn1cnt haYP H1 « :er wav et!ctl'H· 

vo!lred to 7,Pt rid of men. \Yhy 'was this 
board bl'Ong-ht here frotn \ ictorin to inquire 
into onr railways? Is not rh·: ohjcrt of that 
to get. rid of rr1cn? 

ThP TRr:A~eRER: To so ·k to bring to light 
i he nti~t', lee of your Governn1cnt. 

:\It-. POLLOCK: To · "Pk to bring to light 
'\va;?~ and rru .. •an~ of c_;·pt-:inp: rid of thE'lTl. If 
that. is w1HJ..t the hon. g<_·ntlernan means. 
without rntting it so brutJ.ll~, then ~,·e 
unckrstancl him. 

~h·. v~~. FoRGAX fhTITH : Pla('e the respon­
sibility on a bo~rd. 

::\Ir. POLLOCK: One of tlw propo'<lh of 
ihc pn ·!:'Tit Government. acor·Jrchng to thn 
Sp<'Pch dcli,-ercd b, His E \CO!lencv the 
Governor, i o to c.-tablich n lnld-tabl~ con­
ferences to dral ·with cl i ·, nutps between 
C'Dip1o." ers und crnplo:n~c~. T'hP Go,·crnment 
haye g-one bnck fifh~en vcar----back to whore 
thPv hilod fifteen y<>ars ago. They did not 
fail if vou take into arco;;.nt th:o interests 
of thei,: veal thy supporters: but ihev di-d 
fail if :,;on regard thejr a('tion at that~ tirne 
from the viewpoint of the wclfan? of the 
people and the duty of a Gm-crnment to see 
that fair de:aling takes place between 
employer and employee. 

Tho TRE-lSURER: That can be brought about 
•Dnly at a conference bohveen the two. 

[1}fr. Pollock. 

1V1r. l'OLLOCK: I propose to show, as one 
who has had a little 0xperience in round­
table conferences, just how far that goe'. 
Some sixtGcn ye-ars ago a roLmd-table con­
ference was held in Clonourry. There were 
represent-atives of mineowners present, and 
to carry out the idea that the pre.sent Go­
vernment have in mind-of reintroducing 
that scheme-we, as representatives of the 
rainers, \Vorking with the rnincrs-vvo had to 
be working men-were allowed to represent 
them at one of these round-table conferences. 
I remember that the lea-der of the employers 
in the min<'S around Cloncurry, who appeare-d 
at that C'onference, was a 1nan narn~'d Erle 
Huntley. The hon. member for Munding­
burra, the hon. member for Kcnnedy, the 
present parliamentary repre~entatiYe for 
Dallev in the Federal Parliament. Mr. Theo­
dorc, "myself, and others were present. 

The TREASURER: One of vour number said 
the othm· night that immod~atoly wages wore 
increased 5s. a week. 

Mr. POLLOCK: He was not referring to 
this conference; this is an entirelv different 
conference. However. we ,l',et, and 
Mr. Huntlev had a few nice words to 
address to u:s because hP \Vanted something 
from us. He told us that we were har-d­
working, horny-handed sons of toil whom the 
country could not do without, and that we 
had best ent0r the conference in a spirit of 
give-and-take. He told us that, if we con­
ducted ourselv0s properly and entered the 
conference in a spirit of give-and-take and 
sweet reasonableness, so beloved of the 
cinployer, we \Yould g-et son1e""~l/hcrc. He 
>'hrted off. first of all. by discue-;ing the 
CJUP<tion of wet ground. ·That is a Yery 
inlport~tnt quo-,tion \Yith 1niners. as usually 
extra pny is giYen to rr1cn \Yho "\York in wet 
ground. It is dangerous fron1 many aspects. 
C'ertainl,-, ground is likely to fall on you 
if wator is percolating- through in such a 
f]Uantit_v as to loosen the ground from the 
soapv heads anrl elsew-here. In order to start 
off rlw procc0dings. :!\Ir. I-Iuntley said that 
hi~ <le f:nition was o~F~ upon \':hich \VC ought 
to lw r.blc to ogree. It wa, to th<' cffpct that. 
'"'\\·hen \vat.cr was pourinQ' frorn oyerbead 
in such quantities--" Ho had got only 
that hr when J\,lr. Thcodorc- so id, ''As to 
rPnn1re the nePd of nn umbrelL:1 or a mackin­
to.-;;h." 

Fie gaYe us to unden:;tand that 'Ye had 
011tercd thP conferen('f' in a ~pirit of givc­
ancl-tak''· and that. if the 0mployers gained 
in one cErrction, i he cn1ployces v:ould prob­
ab~y gain ill a,nothcr. \Ve gaYo in on the 
que::.d·ion of "\vet ground; but: ·whEn we came 
to 1hc otlwr questions. Mr. I-InntlP_v and 
hio crowd lol-rl us that thcv h1d rrot all that 
mattrred. and that. if ,_:e ,,-ar;t0d to get 
thP l'C,,t, we could iight thrm for it. That 
i:; \'rhat a round-table ('onfcrcncr mc1n~. Y~ou 
g t in a crowd of ~sorking n1cn--I Vi'OrkPd 
"ith them until I Lame to Parliarn0nt. and 
I kno1v 'vhat thC' ;,·, ork is-~vou got a. group 
of half a ·do?.··n ·working lJH·n renrc~cnting 
t hP mining- industry at a round-table ronfor­
<'l1CP. and the bo~st's gPt around the san1e 
rnblo. nnd ;;a,5~." ~~o~.v. arc you p, ep:1.red to 
a~rce to this?" E:,ch man "'orklng in the 
industr: knows that, if he does not a.g-ree 
tn the proqosal, he v;,rill ~et sackocl when 
h,, r;oes back to work. Th0 proof of that 
!iH in thP fact that, when I w0nt ba :k to 
work in th0 Duchess mine. I did not last 
threB days bPforE' I got the sack. I\'o man 
ever found fault with mv \York before, 
either in the mines or elsewhere. That only 
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go<'> to show that the ra11k and ftle of 
\'\'OJ'long Inen need ~ome nHtn to speak and 
v:ork on th0ir behalf-· Olllt; man who has 
not the fear of the sack han!!ino· ov0r bim 
bcean>o he is working for ti~en7. That is 
the basis of arbitration-that thf' 1vorkcrs 
can appoint an attorney to do the job on 
their behalf, thus !~enCiering it in1possiblc 
for tho ernployer to victi1ni-;;(• thorn, as he 
alwaYS has done 1vhen this positioH ha.:; 
n.nsen. I attended another ronnd-taUC' ron­
fercncc, and tho public in the North '" well 
as. thoso hon. Jnmnbcrs ·who a:::soriatr·d ith 
n1~ know that I \va~~ aplJointrJ cilairn1an 
of a committee that sou{rht to have feight­
ful conditions in a mine ';,t Charters Towers 
rectified. It was on1v a -..: t'f'k after Y."e had 
acce)Jted thP dictates of the ernplo,·er> at 
th0 r .und-tablo conference th.~.t I v.as fired 
out of the same mine-not that I could not 
do my work, 1rhich I att.Pndrd to a' well 
as anybody else-but simplv because I hap· 
pPned to be the spokcsmrm of the men. 
When a thing _like that goes on, when the 
men han' a grioYance against the employers 
that the;· desire to have redressed--when 
they have a grievance again::;t nigger driv0rs, 
as they have at timH-is it right and fair 
that they should appoint one of their 
number to " bell the cat"? T11e very funda­
mentals of arbitration are that a disouto 
or grievance should be submitted t.; a 
totally independent tribunal, eo that the 
men will have an opportunity of having 
that .,lispute or gricYnnce detcnnined \Yith­

-{HJt fear of victin1isation. 

T~c re.ason why employers object to arbi­
tratwn IS because to-day the unions have 
specialised in arbitratioE and have trained 
their court advocates, which has enabled 
them to put bef~n·e the court a, n1.ighty good 
case. They desire to abolish that principle 
because it gets results for tht~ workers. 
They want to abolish it now becanse to-day 
they know there arc unemployed; and they 
know that every man working on a job 
ac the present time dal'c not lift his head 
at a round-table conference to demand his 
rights. 

~\1!-. H. M RusSELL: That is not correct. 

2\Ir. POLLOCK: It is cor-r2cL It is when 
·there arc unemployed that the employers 
inhmidate n1en at a round-ta.ble conference 
b"'causo there are so many unomplo.·.·cd and 
w fE v· jobs. Is it not obvious why they 
intend !·o introduce this legislation? They 
<an not dece1ve us or anybody else by it. 

:lJr. KELSO: It worb well in America. 
(Government interjections.) 

:'vir. POLLOCK: I h<n, only forty 
1njnt1tes to speak in, and I hone. 1\~r. 
Speaker. that you will not allow i:ncmbors 
of tho GovernrrH·nt Party to exhaust Jny timf'. 
\Vc. haYc h<"·ud a great detd about unem­
ployment, especially during the election. 
(Iutcrjections.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

'\Ir, POLLOCK: I have not heard anv­
thing from the Govornment on the uno,;:,_ 
ploy1ncnt q"!.H.:stion sinc.J the election PX< <:~pt 
\vl1at has been wrung frorn thmn bv this 
party. Not a word have thev said. In 
fact, they utilise the occasim; when we 
m<cke reference to the unemployment question 
to laugh at our discomfiture. ThL•v used 
this question as a means to climb into 
power; but no,v, h:..tving ~heir l~g3 under 

th0 table, as it. vvorc, they are feeling their 
oat3. 

[4.30 p.m.] 
The TREASURER: And you arc feeling very 

sorry. 

J\ir. POLLOCK: Thcv "'tm to laugh 
eYery time the subject is 'mentioned. 

Mr. KELSO: 'That is not true. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
:\fr. POLLOCK: I am feeling sorry. \Yho 

would not be sorry to see such a Govern­
ment as that in power? 'Who would not 
blush at the thought that Queensland is 
bejng run b:v ten men, two of ,-v-.hom are 
complete nov-ircs to the businc8J. of govern­
ment, and a Government that has not even 
a Leader or a Deputy L·:·ader. 

Go VER:'L\lENT YiEMBERS interj ceting. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. POLLCJCK: Prior to anrl 6incc tho 

election, this is what has happened so far as 
the Government are concerned, taking CYents 
in their categorical order: Prior to the 
electjon the P~cmier said in 0ffeet, "If you 
Yote for me, you are voting yourself a job. 
There is £2.000,000 available for 10.000 of 
:vou. I will do it immediately. Yotc :-oursclf 
a :dice of this pie." 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BL.IC lKS1RUCTION : 
\Vhat are you quoting from? 

}fr. I'OLLOCK: Would you like me to 
quote his exact words? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTRCCTION: 
Yes. 

Mr. POLLOCK: ThPy ha Ye been quoted 
so often that I am afraid :\Ir. Sp<'aker 
would ea I! me to order for tedioqs repetition 
wero I to quote them again. The Premier 
said, "It can be clone; it will be don0." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTR'CCTION : 
vVc have heard :·ou ~a:c that. before, but 
give us the Premier's own word.;;. 

:'\.1r. POLLOCK: "I pledge m; ·wlf and 
my party to m<tke available £2,000,000 
immediately." 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
I challenge you to produce a statement 
setting forth \vhat you arc sa,vin~:_;- novv. 

The SPEAKEH: Order! 
Hr. POLLOCK: "In order to pro,,ide 

1(}000 jobs." 
:\Ir. K~LSO: \Vhat are you cplvting from? 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: From the TownsYille 
"Bulletin" of 6th May, 1929, "·hieh tates-

" It can be done! It will be done! 
If my party is succ< ,;sfnl c,t the polls. 
we pledgf; ounclves to arrange for lho 
expcndit.ur.• of £2.000.000 to find 0arly 
employment for 10,000 workers. 

" \Vorkers. ·afeguarcl your jobs a.nd 
your children's future.-A. E. Moore." 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Does that ,ay " early " ot "irrnnediately ?" 

:Mr. POLLOCK: All the shuniillg, all 
the quibbling, all the grizzlinf{ by the Go­
Yernment on this question will not romoYe 
from them the stigma of havin;:r told the 
public that they would spend £2,000.000 to 
provide 10,000 job~ immediately. 

Mr. CLAYTO~T: "Early." 
Mr. BEDFORD: The early bird is out bofo1:0 

noon. (Langhter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Jlr. Pollock.] 
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J\lr. POLLOCK: Mr. Speaker, am I in a 
hear g-arden or in a deliberative assemblv? 
Is this !he way I am to he pc-rmitted 'to 
put the case for my constitue,ts? I hope 
!hat :vcu y,·ill tench the ~uprortcr; of the• 
GovE'l~nmc~:t a lesson in Jnar;nprs. I \Yill 
not re<td the c:x:tr:>ct. Here it is (produce; 
new.-;pn T-'er). ·vou c1n rea cl it fron1 oYer 
there, for it is in huge type. 

After the election \Yas over the Premic·r 
said " We must carrv nut our pron1isc~s to 
the ' unemployed. E~·er;,• plerlco;e will be 
honoured." That was two oe three dav' after 
th<l eledion. The hon. g-entleman next sa\\ 
that he had over-reached himself by saying 
that these pledges would be carried out 
immediately, so he cnderwo1ncd to s.huffle 
by saying, "The public 1nust not E>xpcf't 
miracles." Th0n. afterwards, one of the 
panjandrums of Nationalism <a.lled Camp­
bell, who is an alde•man of !ho Brisbane 
City Council, decided that em}'lloyers could 
show how much confidPnce the'. had in the 
present Government by prov.iding a job 
for at. lee~t ono man. He eaid lhat, if 
employers gave a job to at lea3+ ono man, 
they would show that th0:•:, as well as the 
Government, \YOre going to sc0 that dris 
promise was given effect to. This desire 
was met with the most complete vote of 
'· no-connrlence" in the Gov<'rmnent that 
they could PO''·ibly have received. for we 
have not heard of anybody giving ompJo,·­
ment to that ono man just j·o show that lw 
had conndence in the Gm·crnmpnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC lNSTRUCTIO:<i: 
It shm%s that you do not know everything. 

Mr. HYNES: Camp bells put off five the 
following week. 

:vfr. POLLOCK: Just after that the 
Premitr had a brain ,., ave and he said that 
he could not right in three months fourteen 
vears of bad government. He was sparrin,£!' 
for time. A couple of claYs later the official 
st:<tement maker of the Government, the 
SPcrotar:v for Labour <~.nd Industrv, took 
advantage of the labours of his • prin1tc 
secretary, who was a candiclttte at the doc­
tion opposed to La hour, to prepare a state­
ment which he alkged shm·f'd that there 
had been a diminution in unemployment in 
the first month that the Government had 
been in power. He forgot, of course. that 
there \Wre fewer men rt'gistered at the 
Labour Bureau. because even at that oarlv 
clrty the unemployed had "'' akened to th;, 
fact that they were not likely to get an:; 
jobs from tho Government. 

The TREAS1:RER: \\~hat an extraordinary 
argument! 

Mr. POLLOCK: Tho Secretarv for 
Labour and Jndustrv baser! his statement 
that there were fewer unemploved a month 
after election da .. on the fact that there were 
fpwer men registered at the La hour Bureaux. 
As a matter of fact, tlw number registered 
n-t:: t.he Ln,bour Burf'<tllx :r.p.,-cr at anv tlme-­
I sa." this frankly-comprises all the unem­
ploved. Quite a nu m bcr of men will not 
rf'p-l~t-r at Labonr BurC'aux. 

The SECRETARY FOR Puuuc INSTRUCTION: 
You admit that now. 

2\Ir. POLLOCK: But. because there wore 
fe''-'Cr regist0red at the Labour Bureaux 
after the elections, the hon. member decided 
!hat. Jhere were fewer unemployed. The fact 
Js that at that stage the workers had become 
disgusted at the trick that had been played 
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on them. (Government dicsent.) Just at this 
etag-e somc11l>d·"- advised the Secretary for 
Labour and IndustrY that a shut mouth 
catches no flies, and since then, if you have 
followed matters as closely as I have, C\1r. 
SpeakPr, you will haYe fonnd that very few 
f\ic·' have had an opportunity of committing 
suicide so far as tlwt hon. gentleman is 
concerned. 

Then the Secretary for Public Instruction 
took a hand and 'sat in the game. He 
decided to 0mploy a man for two hours to 
cut the grass at the State Stores Board 
building, and to publish the fad that he 
was gi,·ing- some employment. He thought, 
perhaps, that sobc other official fodder 
might help to fill the bellies of the little 
•· kiddie.s" whose fathers were on this 
tramp, tramp, tramp. in search of work, so 
he decided to get thr m to salute the flag. 

The TREASURER: Is that not one of ol!r 
greatest ~ins? 

::\Ir. POLLO('K : One of the sins in ref(arcl 
io the snluting of the flag that doe, hurt 
people in Australia is that the Australian 
flag was onlv to be caluted if there was 
no.Fnion Ja~k available. That is the thin,£!' 
that hurts. The Minister made it quite cl0ar 
that on no account was the Australian flog 
to be used while there was a Union ,Jack 
available. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUC'riO:--;: 
What is wrong with the Union Jack? 

:\Jr. KIRW.\X: '>'\That is wrong with thE' 
Australian flag? 

Mr. POLLOCK: There is nothing wrong 
r-itlwr with the Union Jack or with the 
)iustralinn flag so far as I am concerned, but 
personally I prefer the Australian flag for 
the• Australian 1wople. Be that as it ma:, 
ono can11ot but '\Yonder if ono of thesC' pn•­
coeions "kiddios," in minting the flag ono 
of thew df'.vs when he finds his d 1d walk­
inrr about o{tt of \Vork in ~pite of this n1ennq 
01 providing work, will not indulge in 
thot l1Ye-ftr:;vcr gesture that. is so often 
iJcdulgcd in by Australian kidrlie1. I' Then> 
anv indic"tion from the Government that 
the:: proposn to do an:;·thing v. hieh will 
to the root o.f th" unemployed nuestion I 
say no. \Vhat is responsible fot· mo.<t of the 
1n1employn1Pnt in the cities? A large nurnbc1~ 
of pCOjlle. who are being crl11tinuall.'- added 
to. an' thrown ont of cmpJo .. mont throug·h 
ln,bour-sa-ring dovices. That ctnnot be .~ai~1-
said. 

A GOYERX:'IrrxT },:IE:.m-r::n: That wa :::njd: 
~-ear~ ago. 

::\Ir. POJJLOCK: It is true lo-da:~. I 
nm surpl'j~ed at a GoYcrnrr:f'ni: ~upporter1 
hon. 111Pn1l10rs Vlho an~ suppo~<::•(l to po·":c:"s 
thP bc·~i" bn:_in~ of the eonlmu--lltv not bf'ing 
aw --_re thnt the introduction of auto~11atic 
tc-Jpphonr'< meant tlw clismi.,,., l of 32() 
nnployer~. I an1 sorrv tha-t n Governr.1t:'nt 
who profr'·eod to the n•Jblic tl,at lhe1· wonlcl 
be• abl0 to cure all the il~e i1"sociated with 
nnPmplo:vm,,nt do not ln<nv that the fact 
that farm machim::v is being irnpro\·ed 
and broul"ht up to cl at·• is ,., ··ponsible for 
hundreds of pcopb bci. g dri,·en to t!lc cities 
ever--; _~car_ v\'lH_'rc the onJ,, n10an3, aPpnx­
ent!y, tho Government lun·c of alsoc·bin< · .. ·~-

The ~PEAKER: Orckr! Th0 hon. m m­
her h<~.s exhausted tho time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 
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J\Ir. CONl10Y (Jfaranorc): I beg to move­

" That the hon. member for Grcgory 
ho granted an oxtc'.bion of time to e11ablo 
him to complete his speech.'' 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of 
hon. members that the hon. member for 
Gregory be granted an extension of time 
to enable him to complete his speech? 

HONOURABLE ME)fBEHS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. POLLOCK: Thank you very much! 
If you want an illustration. look at all the 
machinery for handlincr. whether it is on 
a ,vharf, a railway Etiding, or \vherever you 
go, an•l compare it with the out-of-date 
methods utilised years ago in employing 
men. It is obvious that every year this new 
machinery io creating ful'!her unemployment. 
If vou want another illustration, look at 
the· Texaco Oil Comp-any's plant at the 
Hamilton-a very fine storage plant, by 
which oil and petrol rtre bning run throug-h 
a p1pc line frv1n an oil tanker direct into the 
storage tanks. It ar~w:us that the senices 
of scan-.; of men bavn been tnspt:~nscd w1th 
there; and so it goPs on all over Quec,ns­
land. In Anwrict the same nocition has 
arisen, nnlv it is n1uch rnorc• j~tb?nsive there. 
and the result is thrtt thPre arn over 
3,000,00C un,'mployed in AmCl·ica. 

Mr. KELSO: \Yhat percentage is that? 

Mr. POLLOCK : Eight per cent. was the 
percentage some time ago. I understand that 
there arc at least over 3,000,000 out of work 
at present e~,-~en though the t-easonal indus­
tries arc in 1nany eas--?R opf'.cating. 

Mr. KELSO : Do you want to go back to 
the stone age? 

Mr. POLLOC'K: I have onlv to look at the 
hon. member and I am back, there. This is 
not ouestion time, and I propose to continue 
my own ,peech in my own way. The hon. 
member has no desire to obtain information by 
his interjections, but merely wishes to upsct 
the train of my thoughts. I hope you will 
deal 'Yith him, Mr. Spea.ker. He has proved 
himself a nui·•ance before this. I have had 
to deal with him before this, and I hope 
that you will carry on the good work. 

Mr. KELSO: Don't mislead !he House. 

At 4.45 p.m., 

The CHAIRJ\IAN OF Co1tMITn:EH (1fr 
R.oborts, Eru;t 'Poo?tonmba) relieved HJO 
Speaker in the chnir. 

::\1r. POI,LOCK: In Americrt thoro are 
thoueands of workmen and familiPs who were 
put on the land who are being driven into 
the cities because of the introduction of auto­
matic a,nd r--c1ni-automatic maf"hinerv--farrn­
ing machinery-and bccau<e big syndicate' 
arc ~ble to socurc control of largo areas of 
land. They are able' to utilis0 the latest 
invcntioes in connertion '' ~th farming 
machinery. Instead of having ono man driv­
ing a couple of plough horses, as was the 
case many years ago, lo-clay they have one 
man driving a 30 or 40 furrow rnotor plough. 
That means that, as "·c go along in Queens­
land. syncli< th•s will ultimotclv get all of 
our rich land and dev<'lop it with tbe htest 
nlachinrr- . 0 \,nd thus send 1110ro of our 
people in.to the cities. J csk th,, Govr·rnmcnt 
if thcv propo<e to do aYJything to relieve this 
po,iiiol!. \Yhat arc they going to do about 
that? 

A GovEHO<'liEXT lviEUDcH: Tbat is not the 
true position at all 

Yl:r. POLLOCK: It is going to become 
increasingly diflicult for us to settle the"' 
people whom machinery is throwing out of 
their ordinary avocations. 

A GoYERNMENT MnlEER: \Vould you inter­
fere with the march of progress? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not proposing to 
interfcre with the march of progress. No 
man ca11 do that; but it is a signifieant 
thing that the gre.ate<t lhinkcrs of our tirn0 
propose to handle this question-not in the 
mamwr in which the Uovernrr,cnt propose to 
handle ·it, but in a totally different manner 
altogether. I suppose that Edison is one 
of the greah·st thinkers of our time. 
Ediwn's idea of handling this problem is 
not io reduce \Vagc'\ is not to ](~ngthcn 
hours. He savs that those things are 
unnecessary; but he says that, if a syndicate 
of half a dozen men take up a large tract 
of hnd and apply labour-saving m:LChincry 
to it, then only one altornat:vc is left for 
the Government who propose to absorb 
unemployment. He says that, as the unem~ 
ployed cannot be absorbed, because of 
the introduction of ncv· machinery, auto­
matic and semi-automatic, there must be 
another alternati,e, and that is the adjust­
ment of wages. 1'\ow, we hear- nothing 
about that. If one man by means of a 
son1i-automlitic rnachine can do as n1.uch 
work as twenty labourers did previonsly, is 
it not obvious that the profits to the em­
r,!oyer from the employment of that one 
man wil1 be very much greater tha:1 other­
wise? It is obvious that they will, and 
Edison-who, I say, is one of ~he gr~-atest 
thinkers of our time-argues qmto logrcally 
that, with that position, there must bB no 
lengthening of hours or reduc<ion of wages. 
There must be adjustment of wages so that 
the man who operates that machine must be 
able to keep his whole family and, rerhaps, 
get sufficient money to keep hts nmghbour 
also. He says that is the only alternat1ve. 
I must mvself admit that it is the only other 
alternati_;e I can sec. 

Mr. EowARDS: Surely you do not agree 
with that'! 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not saying that 
thero is no other alternative. I am sa~·mg 
that some of our great thinkers bclim·e 
there is not, CLnd you 1nust respect a g-reat 
thinker who gives attention to theso prob­
lems. I arn not goiug to in~ult a rnan like 
Edison by comparing him with the hon. 
n1ombor for Nanango. 

l\fr. KE~XY: Or yourcdf. 

'\Ir POLLOCK: Or myself. I haw too 
high· a regard fo~ the et':nding ?f. Edison 
to attempt to d1spute his conv1etw_ns a& 
disclosed bv his recent utterances. 1 8a.v. 
therefore that, with this growth of a nto­
matio m~ehinPry. you have c·ither to have an 
adjustment of wag0s or whoh•sale uuern­
ployment. 

Mr. KELSO: 'What did you do when you 
\verc in power? 

Mr. POLLOCK: The question of what we 
did v.hen we were in po cer d0es not matter 
to-day. The public want to know how hon. 
members opposite are c·?ing. to _handle the 
situation. (Government mterJectron.) 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! I 
must ask the hon. member for Nundah . to 
remain silent. He is not satisfied . With 
asking questions, but is continually mter­
rupting. 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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::\Ir. POLLOCK: Thank you, :Yir. Deputy 
Speaker, although both you and the hon. 
member have broken the thread of my 
thought. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC rxsTRUCTI0::-1 
interjected. 

::VIr. POLLOCK: I argue that this is no 
laughing matter. \Ve are trying to find a 
v:av out, and I hope that the Deputy Leader 
of 'the GovE'rnment will give me the oppor­
tunity af stating my views and not make 
asinine interjections. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IKSTRUCT<ON : 
I am only asking ou what you mean by 
the adjustment of wages. 

Mr. POLLOCK: }l.djustment of wages I 
can see necesoarily is thi--that, if sou 
haYc such a growth of automatic machinery 
as to thl'ow a large number of persons out 
of work both in your primary and :your 
secondary city industries, rhen you must 
have an alternative-that is, if you caunot 
employ those persons in some other avenues 
-and the experience of America and Eng­
land shows that you cannot employ those 
persons in any other avenues. \-Vhat is the 
alternative? The alternative must be that, 
if the emplover is getting greate1· profits 
out of that "machinery than he . Wfl:S p_re­
viously, there must be a b-:-ttcr distnbutwn 
and an adjustment of wagE',. It mav be, as 
Edison thinks that v<.'e shall get to that 
sla<re where ;11e man will have to provide 
for" three or four families. He says that 
•1uite openly. 

;\lr. MAXWELT,: Where did he say that 'I 

}lr. POLLOCK: In a special article in the 
~ ~ Saturday Evening Post " a fc,v ~veeks ago. 
}ly authoritv is quite sound. I am not 
attempting to mislead the House. Mr. 
Ecl.i·•on -ays that he can sec no other wa:: 
om of the diflicultv in America. I argue 
that the same pr"oblcm that obtains in 
America is facing- us in this State to a 
IimiteJ degree. You must cithe1· seek an 
adjustn1cnt of vvagl .,, or :vou rnust be content 
to h'lve wholesale unemployment and revolu­
tion. You can take \vhat TOll like; you 
cannot escape it. I am Ho preacher of 
l"CYolutionary doctdncs, a" C'very hon. n1em­
ber knows; but you cannot have 2D.OOO 
unemployed in a country like this-educated 
rncn and woinon, as well educated as, and 
better educated than, some of u,, w Jking the 
streets without the neces •. itic; of life and 
·with their families starving. Yon l .tnnot have 
thr.t state of afFairs in this conntrv without 
rc:Yolution. There might bav0 bc~11 a tin1c 
in the historv of all countries wh~n the 
toilers could not read or write-when thev 
wPre all illiterate, and believer! th-,t ,1o.ver~­
WJ.P about their right lcYc1. th1t ;von 
conic! do those thing-s. Do you i :1ink that 
:'>'OH d.re going to }Jave ihe UJIC'mplo: .'cl pcr­
lnancntly, without any action being t1ken to 
aJlc ,:1ate the distress'! Thou:::and:-< of ~.·oung 
pC'opk', t1vcnty-one years of ag~ o nd U}l\Yards. 
·who kno\v that they aro as good a~ ~·,,n and 
I_ arc• going to dcrnanJ that ihey bo given 
the same right to o'.tain the samf' decent 
liYing as we enjoy. Do you th-ink you can 
keep those people out of employment with­
out the neeessitie' of life for any length 
of tim~? I say that you cannot. I say that 
in a free and enlightened democrac:· such 
as we have in Australia it must i1wvitablv 
mean that we must either face wholesa!"e 
uneuployment and revolution, or have some 
form of adjustment in wages that will give 
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thP bron.dwinner g-rcat.Pr purchasing power. 
This proposal of the Government to. amend 
the Apprentice-ship Act is mere!,· a misC'rable 
effort to provide jobs for a doz,,n boys. How 
aro they going t? s_olYe a probl0m "Uch ao; 
this? Xot by this Idea of round-table cou­
fcrences, where the employer can lnt the 
head of his emplo;.-ee as it shows up. above 
the lcnll of the table. Is tlwt g-omg- to 
solve this problem? Only a fool could hope 
to solve such a difficult problem by thow 
means. I do not intend to deal further 
with the unemployment question. 

Th, ATTORNEY-GENER.\L: Leave that to us. 

::VIr. POLLOCK: God help the unemployed 
if we must leave the problem to tbe Govorn­
n~ent ! 

I desire now to deal with a question that 
i« occupving the public mind to a great 
extent ,(t the present time. That is the 
position of the ox-Premier of Queensland, 
Mr. McCormack, and I speak as his friend. 
Run1our is being very sedulousl~: cult1vated 
bv intere,ted parties, whether they be 
politicians whcther the.· be members of the 
:.\~ationa1ist organisation: oe juf't plain people 
who do not like • the colour of Mr. 
TYieCorrnack's C'vcs~that he 1~ not g::n1o to 
come b:-..ck to i~uecn;;;lanrL I w'1nt to givo 
tlwt the lie di;·cct. There i,; a wry definite 
reference bejng· rnadc -in the sh·cets, in the 
clubs. and whcrev0r nH'll fongathcr that the 
ex-Premier is afraid of the ilfungana inquiry, 
and will not come back. 

A Go- ERNMENT ::\IE'I!BER: \Yhat said that? 

:!'llr. POLLOCK : I do not take any notice 
of it but the rumour is bPing circulated 
amon'g the public. who arc taking notice of 
it. In case too much notice is taken of such 
rumours, I just want to say that the hon. 
n1ernbor for Cairns has rnade arrangen1ents 
to be here if the Government go on with 
thei;· proposal to hold an inquiry into 1\luH­
gana. The .,·cone! poiHt is that he is receiv­
ing medical attention in London at the pre­
sent time for .:c bad throat. He wrote me 
a ], tter a few cl a vs ago. in which he said 
that he was told tbU.t. hi~ throat was in a very 
< nrions COildition. and that he stood a fair 
chance of strangulation if he did not take 
c're of it. That is tho opinion of a spe· 
cialist. 

The Government mu"t proceed with an 
inquirv into Chillagoe and Mungana. They 
st~rtcd. the rumour in the first place because 
they wanted to attach some odium to 
pron1incnt pubhc nwn whom the rurnours 
would aJfcct. Such action is a]w,lys the act 
of a weakling and CO\, ard, who starts out 
to trv i.o ruin a rnan's r~11utntion by slander. 
Ii yOu are not prepared to make a statement 
openly-and the present Government were 
not game to do that-y·ou have to throw a 
bit of mud. \Ye and everybody else know 
that thcv will continue to throw that mud 
because,~ if they cZJn .sc}_·ve up a nice, juicy 
scan cl. a! for the public ar;d get a one-eyed 
Ro;-o.l Commission to find that som0one w~s 
r·uiltv of a dereliction of duty, they will 
do so. That would keep the public mind 
off the question of t]w £2,000,0QO, the 10,000 
jobc. and other thmgs-anythmg to have 
public -attention drawn away from those ques­
tions. The Government have been endea­
vouring to tell Queensland that they cannot 
rid the Sta.te of the effects of fourteen years' 
bad government in three months. 'They 
realise that attack is thP best defence when 
you have no defence. They will endeavour 
by every means in their pO\vor, as the Prime 



Address in Reply. [3 SEPTEMBER.] Address in Reply. 187 

Thlini,ter did in the Federal arena, to 
besmirch the name of the late Premier, just 
as Mr. Bruce did with :;\;lr. Theodere. They 
will both fail. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRDCTION : 
Tlmt remains to be seen. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Th< ··e men during their 
term in the Legislative A>Sembly dwarfed 
every other hen. member, no mallet· what 
party he was attached to. Thoro was not 
a man on either side of the Honse who intel­
lectually could be compared with either the 
hon. member for Cair11s or Jl.lr. Theodore. 

A GO\'ERN'\TENT MnmER: In making 
'Illone~v. 

::'11:r. \VARREN: They made money here. 

1\Ir. POLLOOK: The onlv chance the 
Government have of detracting from their 
public service' is to belittle them and serve up 

scandal to the public. I know thev will 
never be successful, but every opportunity 
they get they will take the fullest possible 
advantage of. 

Mr. J. E. WALKEH (Iz,swich), who was 
received with Government eheers. said: I 
>hould like to add to the manv tributes that 
have been paid to the movero and seconder 
of the Address in Reply. more especially to 
the hon. member for Bulimba, the first lady 
to grace this Chamber. for the excellence of 
her address. I ioin with the Leader of the 
Opposition in hoping that t.he hon. member 
for Bulimba may prove the for01·tmner of 
many public-spirited women who may be 
calJr,rJ from time to time to occupy seats 
on thnc benches. \V c all regard the intru­
~ion of '':OnH'n into politics as a hold pro­
·grc:-f'in~ n1ovc. Therefore. it is erninentl~v 
natural that the first reprP"'ntative of this 
movenwnt should be found on the progres­
<iH' side of this Hou"' rather than in the 
ra.nk< of Labour. who live and dwell so much 
in tlw past. 
GoYERx~IENT ME~JBERS: Hear. hear! 

:Hr. J. E. W_\LKER: The hon. member 
for l\InreE' said that this was the season for 
felicitations. and, such being the case may 
I o!Ier congratulations to the mernb~rs of 
thE, Opposition in findinf( ihcmseh·es in such 
a congenial sphere for their activitiC>s? (Go­
vernment laug·hter.) As the late Premier 
rtt one tinw put it very astutely, the dif­
fcrenc0 between rho Government and the 
Opposition was that the Opposition had no 
responsibility. As a new member, I have 
been struck with the almost bovish irresponsi­
bility shm,-n by many membcr~e of thG Oppo­
sition, v.'ho show a tcnu.:-rih· and hardihood 
in criticisjng \vith consumn1al:e as ,,urance tbo;e 
condition~ which they la1·g·ply hrouvht into 
Pxistcncc. It rnu;;;t b0 an encourn.gr-nicnt an(l 
'timu!ns to hon. members on this side of the 
House to eealisc how so large a portion of onr 
fellow eitizens arc tnrning ith revin'd hope 
to the n•a li<.:ttion of tl•0 pol ic~· so ably out­
lined by the present .Pi·cmier in the recent 
dections. 

The hopes and the schc>mr•s propounded by 
theorists. lacking cxpcri{1 ;H'C ha...-;p oftC'n b(~C'n 
.shattered to pieces in the past. but \\·e are all 
confident that t·he hopes foi· the rc.:tlisation of 
the policy of the Government will receiYe a 
largt~ rneasure of fulfiln1Pnt 1n the changed 
atmosphere brought about by a chargo of 

GoYernment. Ko pereon for a 
[5 p.m.] moment '"ould »uc;gcst that tho c 

hopes are eapable of fulfilment 
'OYCrnight. To achieve that' the first r·sscntinl 
is to remove the accumulation and the debris 

of fourteen vears of Labour rule-and that in 
it,olf is a' task of no small magnitude. 
There is no doubt that l0gislation during 
recent Years has created obstacles which 
h;,ve pr'evented us from pa:::sing along the 
road to prosverity; and before we have a 
clear run it is :r:ecc"ary that those obstacles 
should be removed. Thev must be removed 
if we arc not to sink f~utlwr and further 
into the slough of de ', 1)(md. It seems to me 
that during recent years partisan politicians 
and rnisguided oconon1ist.s have created 
fenres which have been fondly designed 
to protect a section of our •vorkns; but 
these samo fences have proved in practice 
to be barrier,,, againRt prosperity and evon 
prison walls to an unfortunate-and unfor­
tunately increasing-section of our vvorl{(""rs, 
until we are now brought face to face in this 
richly endowed land of ours with the prob­
lem of unemployment, whid1 has during 
recent years assumed such menacing form. 
It is strange that it is only now that so 
nHtny hon. 111ernbcrs opposite can hear the 
"tramp, tramp, tramp of that gr('at anny." 
Perhaps it is less remarkable that they did 
not heo.r that tramp when they were in the 
vanguard of the marrh leading on to the 
present position. It is truly delightful to 
hear tlw Lea·der of the Opposition explain 
in such sinrple terrns the cau~e of unenlp]oy­
mcnt. Tho hon. gentleman certainly does 
us~· tlw vague term '· sociological." but. in 
effect, he >1ys t·hnt the cause of nnemploy-­
rncnt i:-: over-production. 

l\1r. \Y. FORGAK S~IITH: rndcr-COlli'llmp­
tion. 

:Yir. J. E. \YALKE!l.: It see11F to me that. 
if ovt~r production is the catbC. all ·we have 
to do i, to sit back and do le<s work. and 
tlw problem will sol Ye ibelf autornaticalh. 
\Yhat an obvious fallacy! \Yhat a dangcrou~ 
doctrillc ~ \Vhat D hopclc:-,:; confession r 
\Y it.h clu ", d('{C'rPnce fron1 a rtovi( ~' in parl:ia­
nu~ntary life to :;:urh an Pxperienccd tactician. 
a ncl "~·ithout laying n1.\ ~Pl f open to the charge 
\V hi eh he ~o u11graciousl~v lL Yf~llccl u f5·ain:;;t 
the hon. rncinhcr for Cook, I n1ig,ht ~nggc.;t 
to the Loader of the Oppo .. ition that on<' of 
thr, main Lectors which rclegatPcl the late 
Go,,·prnn1ent to the col.-1 ~hadcs of opposition 
was thr:ir hopclcs::: conftssion) which "\Va~ 
rcneatccl fnnn one end uf thP State to eH~ 
other. "\V c can do nothing ,'tbout v.nculploy­
HH'llt · "'.'\·e cannot tackle it.'' 

I want to show that the path3 follo,,·ocl 
b,- th" late GoYernment have led to this 
P.late of thing<. The Leader of rhc Opposi­
tion in his very clevPr speech introdticed 
.some literature from thP limbo of the last 
election:-;, and rondcrrJncd it bc~rause it 'Va\3. 

nn aJJpcal to the in1aglnatio?1. Surel~; it 
will b'' saJo for m•? to fol!ow such an 
r xamplP, and appeal to some literature ,.-hi eh 
was i sued b" the party und 'r th,, guidance 
nf the Leader of the Oppmition ! 'J'his 
literc.turc doro not rnako an :1.ppeal to the 
i111.agination. bnt it grossl:v dis~-orts facts 
v,nd ~f'rjously n1isrepre:-;cnts th0 true position. 
But that is not the reacon why T o.m referring 
to it. I nm referring to l:his literature 
lH'cau~o it gives support to th<:> argument 
that I wish to make. 

But before referring to this pamphlet, 
which is roallv intended to be o. compar1son 
of figures between the :\'ears 1914 and 1927, 
covering the period in which ihc Labour 
Party were in power in Queensland, may I 
restate a. very pertin0nt and rclcv8nt fa,ct 
which has been well established, and which 

]IJr·. J. E. Walker.l 
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has been admitted by the late Premier, 
:.\1r. McCormack, to be rcbsolutely true? In 
1914, 12s. could purcha ~ goo<L which in 
1927 rould not be purchasea !or less than 
£1. That is, in 1927 goods that were valued 
at £1 were exactly equiv<tlent to the goods 
that were valued at 12s. in 1914. Now, we 
ha vo to reduce figures f0r these periods to a 
rornmon dcnorninator in order to get a 
fair, just, ancl accurate corn pari son; and I 
want to show how those figures, when that 
comparison is applied. entirely support the 
argumeut that I wish to put before !he 
House. In all fairness, it is righL for me to 
sa,y that, as far as I have been able to check 
the figures given in this pamphlet, they 
arc literally correct. The pamphlet. is issued 
bv the Labour Partv and it contains a 
portrait of th0ir · late leader, Mr. 
McCormack, and the caption is in those 
high-sounding phrases:-

" On the broad highway--Queensland 
bounding· ahead." 

It goes on to "ay-
" Our sunny State of Qu0ensland is 

being developed. strengthened and 
1 enriched under ~a-ne Labour achnini"~ 

tration. Hero are figures which give 
thP lie direct and the final qui0tus to 
those moribund n1isanthropcs mas­
querading as an Opposition in Queens· 
land politics." 

The first figures deal with the population 
Df Queensland and they say-

'· In 1914 the population was 688,260; 
in 1928 it had grown to 914.471. An 
increase in population of 226.211." 

That, sta·nding alone, may be taken a-s an 
evidence of rerna,rkablc adyancement and 
apparent prosperity, because it represents a 
growth of the population of 32 per cent., 
which is certainly a V<'ry gratifying result. 

;\'ow we come to the produ ·tiou from 
industry. This pamphlet says that it in­
creased from £38.396,000 in 1914 to 
£54,418,000 in 1927. 
. That, taken literally, ifi a very satisfactory 
mcrease; but, when yoE applv the ratio of 
relative values, which must be' 2cpplied to all 
figures dealing with money and rnoney's 
worth. {hen wo find something entirely 
~hfferent. I shall show what it would take to 
pwduce in 1927 the same amount of goods­
and, after all, goDds are the onlv real form of 
material v-ealth. and thev 'i:ue the one 
source from which wages can be paid. We 
find that, if they had only produced from 
the whole of the industries in Queensland in 
1927 exadly the same quantity of goods­
not value-in that :;"car they would have 
produced £63,993,333 worth. They failed 
to produce th1.t by over· £9,000.000. That is 
a very .serious falling off. In spite of all 
the increase of population, which mnst be 
supported out of the production of indmtrv, 
we had far less to divide. ' 

apparent-we haY" a, greatly increased popu~ 
iation, 32 per cent. more-we had an abso­
lutely lesser production durmg that tJme. 
Does. not that makr unemployment not only 
comprehensible but absolutely 'lllGYltable ! 
There is far less to go ronnel. 

The same applies in rf'gard to. 1vagp~. 
~ominal wages \..vent up very con::uderably 
during that time, but did the effectiYC wage 
go up? The effective wagc3 are those uc·cps­
r.ities of life Yvhich the nominal wages can 
buv. Though norninal wage'S hav-e 1ncrc·a~t~d 
by. probabl:: 70 or SO per cent., the effectiVe 

age has hardly gon<' up at all. I got a. 
great ~~oc\: in st~1dyin_~ t.hat 1r;cproa;ha~l,t~ 
authontv the '·Austral! an )_car Dook: 
::hen I·· found this startling fact-th J.t, m 
spite of all the deYclopnwnts in machm:'r"-. Jll 

spite, most of all, of fourteen y<'ars of La bom· 
rule, the offectiYc wage of Mhll1 males lil 
Queensland from 1901 to 1927 hrrcl gone up 
bv 4L per cent.-less than Is. m the £1·-Ill 
51;ite

4 
of tho great inf'r0a8c in norninaJ wage.". 

ThP effectiYe wagf' has not gone lJp apprc­
ciablv after fourteen years of Labou'' rul<'. 
If we have not the same wage fund as we 
had in 1914 it is inevitable that thore must 
be a large decrease in the tot<tl amount of 
\vages paid. So ·we understan0 one 1mportayt 
reason whv unen1ployment 19 ~nch a <hrP 
problem iii our conditions at the pH•s<•Ht 
time. 

At 5.15 p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. J. E. WALKER: It is not due to 
over-pro-duction. I contend t~at . ovc~­
procluction is ab,ol1.4tely Jm)1<_lSSJblc untll 
evcrv man woman. and ch!ld m our midst 
has all the' actual necessities for a decent ]If e. 
and some at least of the comforts of that 
life: and it is the policy of hon. membNs 
sitting on the Government side to striVe 
bv cv0rv means in their power to accornpbsh 
ti:wt d<·~irablc objective. 

GovER!OIE:\T ]\IE}!BERS: Hear. hea,r 1 

In the same way the output from factories 
increas,,d from £25.491.955 in 1914 1o 
£41,327,767 in 1927. That. ag·ain. looks wcdl 
if you take the figures at thPi r face value, 
but, when c:ou take l.hern at the real Yaluc. 
you find that, if the factorif', in 1927 had 
produced only the ha.mc quantit-. of :coach 
produced by a much less populn tion in 1914. 
they would have prorluccd at !lw higher 
,-alues Q·oods worth £42.486,591. When vou 
take the whole of the industries of the st;to, 
or the production from the secondarY indus­
tries alone, the same facts are' clearly 

:.\ir J. E. ·wALKER: Other hon. mcmlwrs 
have ·no doubt seen. as I haYc S( r_~n, ('asc•::-: of 
a father and rnothcr and ~everal _young 
children tvithout a single blanket H1 the 
hon1e to guard them against the !"CYere 
weather from which we are but now emerg­
ing. That is the 1nain direct cause of unPrn­
ployment. \Ve find that;. how 0 ver good the 
motives of those respom1blo may h:nc b0cn. 
the late Labour Administration put so mnny 
obstacles in the patll of progrc~~. that vvf' 
now are in that po':'ition where pnr ·~ ~R_VC' 
been ~o forced up that n1any con1rnod1t1P~ 
have been placed be:-ond the re:1eh of many 
of onr fellow citizens. and so the ,]f i1Jancl 
for them has fallen off. So. "'' T han> tnccl 
to show by these fi~ur. s so kindly furmshc.d 
h~- the Opnosition themselv,s. we e. re m l h;s 
nosition~thttt we haYe an ll1~rc'1serl_p_opula­
iion and diminished prorluct1on. '':h1ch ~up­
plies us '' ith a v<'ry lanr: explanatwn of thu 
state nf things from 'vh1ch WC' arc sniTcnng­
so sevcrelv. 

These r~:.ults would haYc b<'en much tn<d'e 
appar~nt and deplorahl0 were it not for the 
laYish expenditure of loan monc'' dunng 
re-cent vears. Other hon. members have 
pointed 'out that during the fourtef'n ,-cars 
of Labour rule the public debt of this State 
has been doubled: and. unfortunately. a 
large proportion of that borrowed l!loncy J:as 
been spent on entirely unproductive works, 
rtnd so its expenditure has plat;ed a heav_Y 
burden on tlHJ· rising generatron of this. 

[Mr. J. E, Walker. 
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:State. who must. out of their industry, pay 
not only the interest but in the course of 
years the redemption as well. The present 
liovernmont have succeeded to this cruel 
kgacv-and it is a cruel ]pgacy-and it is 
they who ·have not only to face those deficien­
cies, which have in consequence been brought 
about, but at the same time must strive to 
c>asc the burden on the shoulders of those 
on whom it will fall. Surd•- a task for lion­
hcarted men ! vVe as a State must ine vit­
ably face a period of serious deflation. I 
think that to any careful observer that is 
absolutely apparent. 

It is always well if periods of deflation can 
he made gradual. Anv sudden deflation is 
one of the gn,atest ha,:dships that can come 
upon a community. Unfort.uuatelv. these 
results are not alway.s within our· control. 
\:re want, as far as \Vf> can, to n1ake that 
deflation gradual, so that we can adjust 
ourselves to tho changing conditions: but 
there are portents on the horizon that make it 
doubtful whether we can do it to the extent 
we duire. The editor of the '' Statist." a 
world-wide authorit!· recog-ni,ecl on all hands. 
oome months age expressed tlw opinion that 
t.ho limit of credit not onlv on tlw part of 
Gr~at Britain but also on. thP part of the 
Umtod States of America had been almost, 
reached. That opinion has been bornP out bv 
two recent facts. Those hon. members wh·o 
have follm,cd financial qm'stions in the news­
papers 11 ill remember that onlv a very short 
time ago money at short c~ll 'in :'\ c,\· York 
rose to 12 per cent .. 15 per cent., and even 
20 per cent. That showed a considerable 
shrinkage in credit. 

\\: c have had a ll10r•-' orninous rcn1inder 
~lnrmg the past day or two that onl' credit 
"' not hy any means unlimited. The Com­
monwealt~ Government haY<" just placed on 
the English market a loan for £5.000,000. 
an~ 1t had to be placed at th0 highest level 
nf mterest paYment that thP CommonwPalth 
Government have ever paid. "\ fraf'tion 
m·er £6 3s. per ccut. has to be paid for 
that short-term loan for on]y one year. 
These facts a.rp cortain1-y oJnin'Ous. and aro 
c·:tusing every Gove-rnn1ei1t in Australia verv 
crrave anxiety indeed. \Vere it not for the 
lo" of emoluments and prostic·c of office. hon. 
members opposite should be~- ~hakincr hands 
with themselves verv heart.ilv indeod~to have 
c>scaped the burden' of carr\·in~ theso cares 
>.vhich arc now placed on 'otl~r and mar~ 
<·upable shoulders. Thcv must be borne 
and ;re have to face· theni. The Government 
have a right to demand. not onlv from their 
own followers, but from the OprJOsition and 
from ev<"ry citizeu of Queensland. the fullest 
support and sympathy in dealing with these 
grave problems before u~. \Ve must face 
them, and we will face them. (Hear. hc'a !) 
\V e are face to face with the immense rliffi­
nllty._ if not the absolute impossibility, of 
secnrmg from overseas a,n adequate supply 
of loan funds. ~"-fter all. that might prove 
to be a blessing in disguise. It will throw 
ns back >O·n our own resourc·es, and it will 
call for that self-reliance and that initiatinl 
that have always been, and still are, an in­
herent part of the Australian character. 

During this period of deflation we feel 
confident that thP- present Government will 
cxercisP evcrv care and ('Onf'ideration to\vards 
the public 'servants o£ this State. The 
public servants are not responsible for the 
position in which we find ourse!yes to-day. 
Man:v economies will haYe to be faced. 
ThP-y will be necessary; and I thin!< the 

public ·"crvants thernsclv('S will reali~f' rhat 
it is in their own highest and best interests 
that iho service should be placed in a sound 
and healthy economic position. But, w!Jilc 
achicYing that, the State should prove its2lf 
a model employer, and, a·' such, should 
extend every care and consideration coln­
patible with the highest intercots of the wm­
munitv to the publi·.l son-ice of the State. 
\Ve on this side stand for efficiency and 
oconomv. \Vo also stan<l for the whole State. 
in spite of that old and too common appeal 
made by the hon. member for Gregory this 
afternoon, when he appealed to class con· 
,,ciousncss. and even to class bitterness. 
During· the difl-icult period ahead we feel 
that deflation can bo mado somewhat more 
gradual-probably b.v refraining from filling· 
the different positiom in the State as they 
bPcOnlc yacant, and b.Y avoiding any 
1neasure of rctrcnchn1cnt. 

But. as T say, ihis part_c stands not only 
for cfl-icicncy and cc:momy but for co-opera­
tion in industry. That same spirit which 
will help us so largel.J in the problems which 
confront industry to-day might well find scopp 
of exercise by the Govprnmtnt in their deal­
ings ·with the public s0rvauts. especially in 
regard to that great railway S('l'Yice wherein 
so n1any of our citizen.-; find constant c-nlploy­
ment. I fp,,j that the Gm·cmnwnt will stand 
to their policy and plcdgps b,- striYing to 
show the ,ame spirit of co-operation and tlw 
samf' r(•gard for the general \\-t'Hare "~hich 
i~ an important part of onr policy in practicp 
in the dailv life of these gTeat concetuo. 
Efficiency depends yery largely on a h<'althy 
Jneasure of confidence, and it is the dutv of 
our GoYernment to see that that confidon~c is 
well founded. ·we. as a jmrty, stand fo1· 
eyerv section of the co1nn1unitv. As suf'h we 
have the highest welfare of every individual 
in the State dcarlv at. h<'a-rt. We desire to 
hold the scales of justice with an even hand, 
vet feeling a special responsibility towards 
those who arc least able to protect them· 
sclyes. That is the policv of the Govern­
ment. I am proud. indeed, to belong to a 
partv which does not represent any section. 
but 'represents the whole community, and 
wants to conserve that feeling· of oneness and 
not to substitute that party outlook which 
creates a constant feeling of class bitterness 
and hatred which is the last resort of the 
demagogue. We also want to remove from 
out path all obstacles to the renewal of pros­
perity and the restoration of a sound econo­
mic position. If we get the support not 
onlv of the party but of the public in the 
high ideals we have set before m. this richly 
endowed State will once more attain to the 
position of confidC'nce and prosperity which 
is its natural right. 

GovER::-nmNT ME>JBERS: Hear, hear! 

1'1r. WINSTANLEY (Queen ton): I lis­
tened with some interest to the speech of the 
hon. member for Ipswich, who has just 
resumed his seat, and I am glad to hear 
that he is one of those who have ideals. for 
the simple reason that on a ]Wevious occa­
sion T heard one hon. member opposite refer 
to an hon. member on this side who declared 
for ideals as a visionarv. \Ye ha,ve some 
visionari•:s on this side ~f the House. and 
eYidentlv there are oome on the other side 
as well.· But, if ono is not very careful, he 
will have his ideals shattered. Everv man 
ought to have an ideal, as an idea'] -is a 
good thing to 110ssess; and I have not much 
time for the man who has not a high ideal. 

Jl!Ir. Winstanley.] 
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I mu't crmfcss that. with so m:uch of the 
sordid. mundane, and m~terial things in life 
to-day. it is very difficult to maintain ideals. 

The hon. member for Inswich rather gave 
his case a way at the close of his address 
whNt he drew a picture of the Opposition 
with respect to fmance, for the simple reason 
that the position not only applies to Laoour 
Governments but to Nationalist Governments 
,ts well-to wit, the present financial position 
of the Commonwealth Government. The 
hon. member for Ipswich stated that the 
present position of the Commonwealth Go­
yernmont was due to circumstances over 
which that Government had no control; and 
the same argument applies in quite a number 
of other [lirertions in regard to the pa-t 
GLwermnent of (~ueensland. 

I have something to say in reference to 
the AddrPss in Rep], before I pass on to 
the more important measures with which we 
arc to deal this session. I take this oppor­
tunitv of expressing my personal congratu­
latim;s to vou, Mr. Speaker, on thP position 
you occupy. I know you sufficiently ~ell, 
r1nd have i.:. Jown YOU long f•nough. to bebevo 
that you are possessed of that patience, for­
bearance, and temperament which will enable 
vou to see that the business of this Chamber 
is conducted in an orderly manner. 

I might also sugge<;<,t that son1e hon. 
members who eem to have been disillusioned 
Dn their a pp< arance in this Chamber and 
to think that things are not conducted as 
orderlv as the:· might be ought to take the 

" opportunity of visiting somo 
[5.30 p.m.] other delibcmtivP Assembly in 

the Commonwealth. I venture 
the opinion that a comparison would reveal 
that this Parliament is as weli conducted 
and as well behaved as any other Assembly 
in the Common'' caHh, and probabl~· outside 
it, if not much better conducted. Of cour e, 
there is room for give-and-take ancl differ­
ences of opinjon sO long as one express€'9 
one's opinions courteously and good­
naturedly. 

I listened "ith a good deal of intcrclt to 
n1anv m< Ucrs to "\Yhich the Governor refC'rrrd 
when delivering his Speech in another place. 
His ExcellencY, not content onh· 'Yith read­
ing or hr•aring a bout Queensland. is lcarn1nQ' 
to appreciate the resourc(·> and the condi­
tions of Queensland by extensive travel over 
all parts of it. I am more th ·ll ploasAd to 
find that the Governor, who is a high 
n1cdical authority, and 'vho is aJso a kePn 
and ,;lue~;vd obsel"'\'T'r, confirms \Yhat 111-any 
member-; O:l lhis -ide have said for a long 
time past-that is that, notwithstanding many 
of the d isadvant>ege, under which people 
live in ~o,·th Quer>mland. the boys and girls 
e1f the :\ orth arc both ph: sically and 
rnrntal1,~.- of a vrr~v fine type. I rriterato 
wlmt I ha'''' said frcrrncntly-that the buys 
nLd f.{ills of ~';orth QuPens1and are equal to 
the children in othn parts of the State and 
Commo;•wctlth. That sa •, a good deal for 
ihe :'\o,·th f'ncc1sland dirnato. notwithstand­
ing thnt -::onvtin1r>s it gets a bit on the hot 
and Hncorn£ort.a hie side. 

Tlu~ re~t of II1~ Exccllf'ncy's Speech ·r:o-; 
a dnlL drab. and drem". affair. and His 
Excellcnc:• pwvccl the t;·nth of Solomon's 
pron~rb th:::d- "~\fnch re ·il.ing i~ n 1vcarinPss 
of thr fl,·-~:," herau-<c he foilnd it so before 
he had nnishcd his Speech. One would have 
irnngjncr1 that a party con1ing in flushed 
with victory and full of enthusiasm wo11ld 
ha vc had smncthing n1orc original and con-

[.JJr. lrinstanlty. 

structive than we have found in the S1weeh. 
I listened to it care.fully and I ha Ye ,:ere;cd' 
it; but it can only be described as a '' lWf'k­
lace of negatives." It foreshadows tw<·nty­
four Bills, twenty of which a1·e amcndirw;. 
I am ycrv doubtful whether thev are not 
going to 'destroy some of the gOod things 
that have been placed on the statntP-book 
in the days gone by. 

Speaking generally with rderence to the 
spePchcs that have b0rn deliYL'rPd on thP 
F10tion fo1~ the~ adoption of an Addrt·.;;; in 
Reply, I am never carried awa:v with rnalden 
speeches. I have been hare long cnoug·h to 
kno1,- that 1nany make a. brilliant speecb, 
bnt that is the only SJV'"Ch th(ey maim 
worthv of tbe name. Th,;v come into 
Parli~~mPnt like lion~. and ~ g·o out like 
Jambs. On the oth0r hand, many mpn who 
ha vc entered Parliament without any 
flourish of trumpets on the part of other 
people, and without anv blowin<>: of thei1· 
01vn t.rumpr:ts., have in fi1ne devz-:1op£~d into 
usdul and important members of the House; 
so that I am well 'wnre of the fact that 
quite a nurnbL'r of people, so far a'3 their 
spePrhes are concerned, do not always eon1e 
np to sHmp!<:>. From that standpoint I am 
h.v no moans carried away by a man's first 
SllPech. or a \Yoman'~ eithPr. and I rC'scrnJ 
In\~ opinion rf'ga1·ding thr>se members. 
\\'hile new nlclnbers arn entitled to cverv 
(:onsidPration, and I think they ahva:vs ge~t 
it h0re-I know when I came here first I 
reeciYcd CYCl'"v' consider a tion~it doc:-3 :::eeni 
to me bord0ring on presumption when nc\v 
members beg'in to dictate as to how othc1· 
hon. members shall conduct thcmsclvcs. In 
addition to that, when they state that they 
rlo not want a nv arhrif'P f,·mn thi~ Ridf' it does 
seem to me that <'Yen the youngnt <lf these 
people, whoever they may be or '"hcrc·ver 
they rnay cornc fron1, hav0 something to­
learn "·hen they come into this House. In 
addition to th"at. as hon. mombPrs have 
beon told on two or three occasions by 
interjection. they should make sure of their 
facts. That is very g·ood advice. They 
should n1akp Rtuo of their facts, but, unfor­
tuna tcly, they do not ahvaJ ~~ Oo so, and in 
their u~~ of figures, they do YJot ahvays. 
stick strictlv to the truth. The hon. mem­
ber for Ip~wich. who has just sat down. 
showed to his own satisfaction that. although 
the nominal v;age harl incrc·;_sed durlng th0 
past fourteen :'{Cars, the real \Yagc bad not 
increased. One naturally wonders. if that 
is so. how it i~ that the people haYc been 
able 'to live and spend like they have done 
during the past thirteen yec.,rs. ·without 
going into statistics, I am confident that the 
people in 1914 could not have lived as they 
have been Jjyillg during- the pr:tst fC'\: years 
if money ].,, of le,~s Ta1ue now than it \Ya>3 

in 1914. · If that argument applies to wages. 
jt certainly npplic-;- jn qvitc a n1un11er ?f 
other directions; but the hon, member d1d 
n!'t make the sam'' appliccttion when he 
rdcrrr'cl to the loan mor,ey sp Ht durin;:s the 
lD::::t fourtecr: vcars. _As a n1attf~r of fact, 
ilw same ;Fgt~n'ent can be applied to his 
second lot of fig-ures, as Lho lonn mont)y 
spr'nt during r0ccnt years did not purchase 
anytblug like the ~·-:me aP ount of goods 
that an errual amount of lo,_ r money would 
ha ye purchased in 1914. 

Coming back. to the point I raised about 
dealing with facts, some Df the statements 
that have been made in this House have not 
been based on facts. and apparently proved 
quite a numller of things that are not true" 
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1 shall take ono illustration which will 
~crve for quite a nurnbcr of instances. A 
stmw shows which way the wind blows. and, 
i{ an hon. rnombc·r rnakc~ sure of his figures 
before quoting them in this House, and 
gives son1e evidence of }Hlving confirrnod his 
statements, his words will get more credencu 
than i£ he just says anything that comes to 
his mind without anv concern as to whether 
i:c is true or .·lwthc;. it is fnlse. The bon. 
member for Cook made quite a number of 
statements that would not be difficult to dis­
prove; but I shall only deal with one in 
order to prove my point. The hon. member 
said-

" \Ve have an area of 98.GOO square 
miles, earrying under 5.00') of a popula· 
tion; vet there is available .£34,000,000 
1mder 'the Development and JYiigration 
Com.mi-sion. Tho past Adnrinistration 
clid not take advanhtge of that monC!y for 
the development of Queensland ; but I 
venture to sav that the whole of that 
monev could Go spent in the Cook elec­
torate \Yith adYantagQ and to ihe adyan­
tnge of the peopl<e of Queensland." 

rrhe hon. lllC'Inbcr for C\Jok-nntl qnitc likely 
ether hon. mcmbc"o oppooite are of the 
san1e op1nion-is labouring under a sad 
rnisapprehension \Yhen J1o talks about 
£34,000.000 being available under the Deve­
loprnent and :0.1igration agrcernent. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. Anything 
that is ma.d<O available for PXpenclituro under 
that agreement has to be rai""l in the open 
tmuket by the State whi' h is s;oi ng to >pond 
it. That is indisputable. It therc is any 
dispute about it. I \vill furnish hon. members 
with proof of what. I say. Here is an extract 
from a speech delivered in l\1elbourne by the 
chairman of the Development and ::\Iigra­
tion Commission. Mr. H. \V. Gopp. who, it 
wili be admitted, kno\Ys something about 
the matter. Ho said-

" So far as borro,ving by tho P.tatos is 
concern~;d. the Dcvclopme;1t ancl JYiigra­
tion Commission l1as a dofinito locus 
stand! only when it is proposed that n 
loan should bP rai~Pd uncle1· what is 
known :1s the £34,000,000 _\gr< ement. 
becau>r the DeY lopment and J\Iigration 
Commis>iorr is a l)(}cly created by and 
responsible to the c,)mmonweJlth Govern­
ment. and it is onlY whon Stato loans are 
raised under the £34,000,000 Agreement 
ihat the~ Con~mon~" ctHh GoYcrnlTICnt is 
directly concerned in them." 

Surely that shoulcl be plain enough for ~tny­
body! The advnntas;b which would accrue 
undf'l' thP Df'Yeior,rncnt ::tnd l\Iigraiio11 agree­
rncnt H.l'C thedc: The State n1ust raise 
1nonev in th0 open market, jus1· as it does at 
any other time. Th'' l mpcrial Uovcrmncnt 
impose cnrta111 conditions in regarC. to settle­
ment. For the first fiYe vca,rc the StatE' will 
get the money at 1 per c;,nt.; for tho second 
fivo ~· r<us at half the coqt of the n1oney; 
and after t.h., seconfl five vears it will 
have to take the wholr bnrdc;}; so that it 
is quite cvid~nt that the statement made 
about there being £34,000.000 available under 
this agroe1n0nt i::; , o rnuch nons,;nsc. T do 
not wond0r at new members who ho,vo just 
come into the J-Innsc accepting sta tcments of 
this description from thmo who have had 
much n101~t~ experience. nnd ccrtuinly onght 
to know nJurh bett0!'; yet staterrH?!tL ha,c~ 
b('('ll mn do fro:11 tirne to tim8 in a sitllilP r 
stra.in. 

The Secretary for Labour and Industrv 
made the statement in my electorate during 

the electio.1 camr,a.ign that tho late Go-;urn­
ment's surplus had been built. up by the· 
~acrifice of the ;>oor " Teddy bear." Tho 
lwn. gentleman either did not know that that 
money went to the Trust Fund, or else he· 
wanted deliberately to mislead the people 
he was talking to. He can take which 
exphnation suits him best. btatements are 
made on the spur of the moment, without 
any rcga.rd as to whether they are true or 
untrue, if it is thought they will serve the 
purpose and score a point. 

I wnnt to say a few words in reference to 
land settlement. \Ye are told that land 
settlem(nt is going to mean the salvE~tion of 
this couni ry. Ring barking awl freehold 
tenure are two planks of the salvation plat­
form. \Ve are agreed on this point-that the 
salvation not only of this country hut of other 
cou_ntriPs depends very largely upon the 
pohcy anrl the way our lands are adminis­
tered and used. Whatever problem the 
GovernnH?nt r:nay meet · vvith or ,vhatE-vel· 
difficulty may arise, if yoH only trace it to 
1ts sourcP. you will find its roots are in the 
land 

I would just like to say that it would be 
very intere~ting indeed to have a deftnitiou 
of land settlement from some hon. member· 
who sits on the Government side. The state­
ment has bePn made that only about 2 per 
Pent. of our lands have been alienated and 
h.on. nwrnbers or others who quote n'gun:'~ 
hke that no doubt do so with the idea of 
conveying the impression that the amount 
alienated is so small that it is comparatin·l~· 
Insignificant. I have no hesitation in saYill'X' 
that not 2 per cent., but in all probab.ilitv 
75 per cent. of the agricultural lane! ii1 
Queensland has been. if not sc,ttled, at an> 
rate alienated. Figure"· show that abotit 
24,000,000 acres of land in Qneensland have 
etthe~· been nlienated or arc in the proces;; 
of ahenatwn. Hon. members opposite would' 
often try to make us believe that the io .. uo 
of a freehold deed to land makes all the 
difference between successful land eottlement 
and otherwise: but I propo··O to quote figm·es 
to prove that there is nothing in that arO'll· 
ment. b,,, a use we find that, although nca~·ly 
18,000.000 acres have been alienated in fee-­
simple and oyer 6,000,000 ncres are in process 
of alienation in fee-simple. making a tot.tl of 
24,000.000, .vet of that total less than 2 000.000 
acrps are under culti vatlon. There i3, cor­
tainlv something wrong with that state• of 
thin.!rs, and those figures present a problem 
to those >Yho say that thP issue of freehold 
d{~ed;;; arc going 1:o bl'ing about. land rulriya­
lion. What about the culti.-ation of th1\ lanrl 
for which deeds have alreadv boon issw•rl" 
Of the total of 24,000,000 acre~s there arc-

l_Incll?r crop 
Fallow 
Broken up 
P rovious ly under crop 
T7nd0r arbfiriaJ grass 

Total 

Acres. 
1,066.612 

81.259 
11.59', 

136.524 
546.575 

1.842.567 
Hon. rrwmb0rs will see from that that h :··oh 
8 per cent. of tlw land w·hich has bedt t ·. k0i1 
up alread,- and for which deeds have been 
issued is b0i ng put to its best ll"o-in (luitc 
a number of instonces to anv use at n.ll. That 
is the a:2;ricnltural lanrl. the b0st in the St •te. 
and there mllf:.t he :::o1nPthlng \Vrong 1YitL 
~uch a state of affairs as that. 

It is a remarkable thi::g that those who 
have so much to say against lf.asehold tenure 

1}1r. TVinstanley.] 
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think it is qnitc fair and proper to become 
frc0holde" thcmselw:s and to grant leases 
to other r)eople. 011ly recently V\'1! had an 
iuf3taneo \i\'here an indi\·idual v;,-ho had taken 
up land attacked tho late Gon•rnment 
b(1 f'auso they ·would not alloYV hirn to cut up 
60·} ac.~u of l"·.o.nana land into 10-acro blocks 
for leRse ns banana farn1s. So thel'C are 
individuals who consiJcr that it is .·tOt per­
nicious to grant leas'S for sn1all areas for 
hann,na farrns, but that it i~ quite wrong 
for the Government to grant pcrpctu cl lr•ase­
holds. In the latter case eYer:vthing is wTong, 
bnt in the case> of an iLdiYidnal '~ho wants 
to grant leases he expects to be rr•garclcd as a 
philanthropist. Evidently. from ~what has 
boeu :"lid during tho prc~ent dc'1atf'. ~on'le 
hon. IYlcmbr>rs opposite occupy thai. po~ition. 

}lr. l•'RY: 'l'h_,,~ is a very unfair ftatelnent 
to Inakc. 

:Y!r. WIKSTA0TLEY: There is nothing 
unhir about it. The people specified said 
su themselves. The Ecnnornic Cmnrrtission 
vi"ited QueL·nsland quite recently, and had 
,omcthing to say on this particular point, 
alJ(l the advice contained in its report is 
well worth reading. They point out that 
what is needed in Queensland and in Aus­
tralia generally is r10t more extensive settla-
1tlent but more intensive settlom, nt. They 
nointod out that they travelled along- our 
1-~iiwa,· lines for hundreds of miles and saw 
c"cceptiona!ly fine land, but not the slighteot 
,ii(n of that land being- cultivated. 'l'his is 
"'~e1t they say on page 19 of the report-

" The more intensive u:-;L' of ]and 
already in occupation in Anstralia is a 
matter of the greatest importance. This 
,hould be promoted by scientific research, 
and will in0rease the countr-, '~ wealth 
more surely, rapidly, and ch~a)liy than 
further extensive ctevelopmcnt is liket,· 
to do." 

That is sound advice, and adYicc ,,-ell >ml'th 
heeding. I do not agree wit.h anyone who 
asserts that it is a satisfactory state of 
affairs to keep land out of use as is being 
done in this State to-day. That is a wrong 
ht.ate of affairs-in fact, a rotten state of 
affairs. Those landholders are not land 
settlers, but really land monopolists. They 
arr' not using the land themselves, nor will 
they allow anyone else to use it. That is 
one reason why Queensland is in its pre6ent 
Jlosition. We have the high price of land, 
and hon. members opposite stand for the 
high price of land. 

:I.Ir. KENNY: We stand for cheap land. 

:Mr. WINSTANLEY: That is not so. I 
ha ne heard the Premier say over and over 
again tJhat you cannot borrow on cheap land. 
The whole idea seems to be to secure land, 
then mortgage it, and bo bnrdened with the 
mortgage for the rest of your life. instead of 
f•°Curing it cheaply in tlw first place and 
utilising your capital in the dewlopmont of 
that land. 

:\Ir. KENNY: That is what we advocate. 

',Jr. WINSTANLEY: I do not think 
tlw hon. gentleman knows what he advo­
l'atcs. Nobody can be satisfied with t\he 
prc·sent state of affairs, not merely in Queens­
] and, but in Australia as a whole. ·rho 
,-hole problem could not be solved eYen if 
a fl'eohold title were granted without any 
delay and a security was created upon \>hioh 
tlw holder could borrow. The question would 
thun arise as to what should be produced. 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

The landholder would no doubt find it 
nccessar,y to produce ~omething that \Vas not 
at present being : upplied to thr local 
market. '1,'\'e :.re told at the present time 
that increased production rr1cans an increased 
po!<siLilit:y o£ 1nceting our liabilitic.; overseas 
as \vcll as providing ·wages, food, and cloth­
in&; for thosl' in this countn·. Thoro is 
scarcely any incluetrv that is Ilot subsidised 
in some wa:v or another to enable it to live. 
I">< cannot· carry on on that basis for very 
much longer, nnd something will have to be 
done in this direction. l\fy contention rs 
that the land question is at the root of every 
other question, but the majority of pooplo 
holding land to-clay are faced with the 
problem of over·-capitali -ation. Th. land is 
,,o hccvily capitalisccl that it is vcr:. difficnlt, 
if not impol'lsible, to earn interest on tho 
n1oney inYolvcd and f'al'n a liYing as \Yell. 
Smne change will have to take plac·J in that 
direction. 

Apropos of this matter I wish to read a 
paragraph which I recently took from the 

"Brisbane Courier"-

" A Hrcu CoLONY. 

" A series of n,rticlcs rcvcali!lg tho 
enormous possibilities of the British 
C'olonial Empir(' ·was rcecntly contribntf'd 
to the ·Times' bv Dr. \Valt0r Elliot. 
Dealing with Bri; ish Mala ... a, he statps 
that in 1926 the ov eraeas imports Wl't'C 

valuer! at £117.000.000 and the overseas 
exports at £147,000.000. The'"' remark­
able totals exceed thos0 of tlw total 
external trade of the whole of the rosl 
of the colonial dependenci0s puJ~ to­
gether. The value of exports per hc>td 
of the population of British :O.Talaya for 
the last two years hrrs cxccc-dcd that of 
><nv other countrv in the ~-~orJd. and is 
higher even <:han the figmc for Nt'W 
Zoahnd. v hich leads the "'lf-govPrning 
J)ominions in ihi·., r('spect." 

::VIalaya has a population of 4,000.000. 
or 2,000,000 loss than thee Commot!\1 calth of 
Australia~ The GoYernment of l\1ala:;a ha.d 
the good sense to adopt a policy not to give 
their land a,,,av to private individuals. Tho 
bulk of their r:evenuo comes from land. _'\s 
" result, they are Eot burdened with " whole 
lot of taxes, but have been a.bl<• to pay thei1· 
ordinary adnlini'-',teatiye and dcvelop1nental 
Pxpen"s, to mako prctrtically the wholo 
improverncnts of tho country out of rf'v-cnuo. 
and inveet millions in the stocks o[ other· 
countric>'"'· I turned up their '' 1: ... ear Book," 
and found that last vr::tr the revenue ex­
ceeded the expenditure' by nearly £2,000,000. 
That mea.nt t.hat instc".d of going on the loan 
market, they were able to take up s-crip of 
other governments. 'l'ha t is a practical 
example showing how things ·can be done 
if people desire tD do thorn in f1 proper, just, 
and equitable way. 
~Gnemployment at the present time ;s a 

world-wide problem. It exists in countries 
ruled both bv Labour Governments a.nd 
Nationalist a·overnmonts. If Nationalist 
Governments could boast of no unemployed, 
things would be remarkably good, but, un­
fortunately, they cannot say anything of thn 
kind. I could not help being struck by the 
remarks of the hon. member for Ipswich 
when he was dealing with the price of 
mon.ey. He pointed out the high prices 
being paid in New York for short-dated 
loans. In a.n article I ro11d the other day 
contrasting America and Britain as lending 
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TJO\Y' re, it was stated that America did ;,ot 
have tho money for loanc; oyorscas in the 

tn1e \Vay as Brita.in. '11h0 artic·lc \Vent on 
to point out that American tourists touring 
}'urope and other parts of the worlcl spent 
:£100,000.000 ~ consf!quentJy goods io that 
a1nount had to be exported to othf'I' countr-iL ··. 
That goes to shovv that ~-\n1erica-th l.t \YOll­

dc'rful cG:.lntrv '\\hich i; oftpn l'e£E"TL'{1 to i1t 
this Chambor:_has not an equitable div·i ion 
of its production if a handful of people "·"' 
S)JCncl £100.000.000 on tnnring- while thoro 
ure millions in the countn wh') have no 
jobs ond no wages at alL 'i'lw Dc!Y0lopnwnt 
and :Vligration Commi"ion hav<> had the 
qucf;tlon of unen1ploympnt under rPvicw for 
the last three ycu5 and haYr collected quite 
a useful lot of data. 

It is frankl:y achnitted that 1111Pfl1Pl"Y1Lent 
i"' ._:, y,-orld-,vide pro:J1f'rn to-rlav. If uncrn­
p]D_vlll0n.t \'VPrc n1orc y:idF -pru1 (l in Qw~cns­

Iand th;_;_n in otlwr ( Juntrip,-
[7 p.m.] then some blame might br 

attachable to the late GoY<ern­
wcnt; but it cannot hoc,,, .t] v be denied lhat 
unemployment is just a~ prcv·alent in 
{_ountrie:-; wbere Labour h:"'s iH~Yt'r a~ '•lnned 
thE· control of the goYf:rinuPnt. 'l'hc·rcforc. 
it is not altogether a quest ion nf the par­
ticular GoYnr11ment being· t·csponsihk. Lut 
rather is it evident that other factors enter 
into consideration. For exarnvh~. as thP 
Devclop1nent and l\iigratio11 Cornn1i~sion 
}1ointec1 out--and they can speak authorita­
tiv·clv from the data which thev haYc col-
1Pct0cl~trade cycles and the ·transitional 
;-;tage from co:1l to oil in nwnv indusiries. 
have contribuircl to the proy8,[0nt uuem­
plo: mcnt, particularly in the latt0r rase io 
tho thousands of coahuincr ~ who rnt) now 
out of employment. 

The hon. member for Ipswich has statocl 
that the "\vages of the \VOrkers aro no more 
effective to-clay than theY werr fourteen 
years ago, so ·it is evider~t that- ~o1nehodv 
is getting n1orc than a fair share of th8 
b0nefit of ihc incroasPd prodttction which 
has taken !?lace. But it i,; not over-produc­
non that IS cau.s1ng unen1ployment.; it i:-; 
under-consumption, which is caused bv the 
fact that workers have not the wages. with 
which to P'}rchase all the things they 
rPqmre. It Is well known that, when one 
'd of worker" is thrown out of employment, 
the effect is felt bv oth0r workers whose 
<'!forts have been ·directed to producing 
articles which are no long·er capable of 
being purchased, resulting in rrwr0 unein­
pk:nnent. 

I know that the feeling exists that tlw 
Government in power should take the blame. 
\Vhon I Fat on the othE'r sicte of the Cham­
ber and anything was said about previous 
Goyernments. the gentlemen in opposition 
did not hesitate to say, " \Ve are not respon­
sible for preyious GoYernmcnts; \", c have 
nothing to do with what thev did or did 
not do, and \VC cannot acct~pi all\' rcspon .. 
. sibility in that direction." I sa v 'the samo 
thing to-day-that 1ve are not ~ rQ·;;;pousiblP 
for GoYernments that have gone by. If 
hon. members opposite think that by railing 
against the late Government thev 'will im­
pfove :o:atters~ then they are 'rnaking a 
great mtstake. As a matter of fact theY 
ha Ye the privileges of office, and muo,t 'acC0JJt 
the rr,;p'Jnsibilitie·... The people outside aro 
not asking about what the previous Govern­
)nent did; rat!t0r are they asking what tho 
11rcscnt Goyernment intend to do. Prior to 
the election the Premier \Ycnt through tho 

1929--o 

countrv conveying the id().~t to the people 
that !le would find employment for those 
'vho were unemployed. Among.:;t other 
thing-s. he said that he ''- ould provide 
£2,000,000 to create 10 .. 000 jobs; and he 
pointed to that as a pleclg·e of hi< sincerity. 
Amongst the many circulars which he issued 
\\as an autographed letter~cvidentl~r,l turned 
out by a duvlicating machine--v·,hich set 
forth certain figures reLtting to the nncn1-
ployn1ent question. Jn that conne' t1on it 
i · iniere;;;ting to noto that, v hen a 1nan :2,'0Fs 
into a. \vitne~l::i-box, he 1~ i'cquired to svvear 
that he will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth; and, vvhen \VC 

flnd a 1nan who cl a in~ c. to be sin< ,)re--and. 
if I under,tand that >v·orcl conoctly, I take 
it to mr an that the truth will be told-one 
Hnturully L'xpects tb·1t whPn fi_gurL;-; an-• 
quoted the,v will bl' u .,d in thr i,- ]n'OJ!tT 
rclation:~.bip, nnd not rnercly to ~u1t the 
particular purpose in Yicw. 

~AmOE['t other things he stated there had 
heen " decrc'!'e of 26.358 in the populntion 
of country districtc. :\"o~.JOcl:;· disputes that: 
but does an0 body pretend th>u the drift 
from tlw countr,. to i_ hC' cities has Lr-elt 
f_;reatcr in Quccr;".land than 1t has b0cn in 
anv other Stnt.e o£ the Conunonwr-·dth or 
grCater than in nny other country jn the 
·,oriel! l\olost dccidecll~· nut. Ao a matter 
of fact. in the State that tht: Prcn1ier carrlf' 
f1·om, and which is oficn held np a· tlw 
paragon of perf0ction-that is Virtorio--th1' 
drift from the com>tr;- districts was 43.671 
it: thr san1c time. which goes to sho\v thfit 
thi' drift is not. peculiar to. Queensland. Ono 
o[ the reasons for the drift from the country 
to thP citic~ js t:bat owing to the improve­
rn0nt in r1odcrn niachinPrv 1vorkers are not 
l'l'<lnired in th" country districts to the same 
l~X:tcnt as they "\VL'fP ~:cars ago. rrhen, a,;;, 
cveTybody knows, a drought hR.~ prevailed 
in Qnccn.-:.land during the last tv1·o years. and 
con~Pqnently n1en canuot find work in the 
<'Ountrv. and thcv have come into the citv 
j n tl1c ·hope of getting work here. ~ 

T:he hon. gentleman also pointed out that 
during- the pa't three years factories have 
n·ducc-cl the number of their employees by 
7S9 and that the value of their products has 
decreased by £7,000,000. That is nothing 
more or less than m0re figure-faking, for the 
simple reason that the returns g·iven in the 
Commonwealth " Y car Book " are for the 
five-year period; and, had the five-yea1· 
period been taken, t'he result would have 
been very different from that set out in that 
alleged autographed letter. Had the five-year 
period been taken it would have been seen 
that there was an increase in the number of 
employees of 4. 720, and an increase in th0 
va.lue of production for that period o£ 
£3,504.666 instead of a decrease of £7,000,000. 

The SPEAKER: Ordcor ! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted th0 time allowed him 
nnder the Standing Orders. 

Mr. GRIMSTO~E (Stanlcy) : In the lirst 
SI ,,p,ion of a new Governn1ent it :is onlv 
natural ihat there should be many changcs 
in the composition of the House. 

I clcJire to associate nwsolf with the con­
gratulations of previous ;pcakers. First, to 
you, Sir, upon your elevation to the high and 
honourable office of Speaker of this Assembl,v 
~a position for which you are eminentlv 
fitted, and I have everv confidence that. 
in tlic carrying out of 'the clutios app0r· 
taining to that position, you will always 
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maintain the very bec.t traditions of the 
office. I also desire to congratulate the hon. 
member for Bulimba-the mover of the 
Address in Reply-upon her conquest of 
Bulimba-a brilliant victon· in a notable 
Labour stronghold. I can imagine the con· 
stcrnation with which the news of her victory 
was received on that historic night o£ 11th 
May last. In fact, one may compare it to 
the consternation that reigned throughout 
Spain on that memorable morning in 1704 
when England captured from Spain that 
previously considered impregnable fortress o£ 
Gibraltar. Gibraltar would be regarded bv 
Spain in exactly the same way as Labou~· 
regarded Bulimba. --

I further wi•h to extend congratulations 
to that same hon. member for being the first 
woman to enter this Chamber. or to use her 
own \vords, to enter the masculjno fastnesses 
of this Chamber: :dso upon ihc very lino 
trend of hf)r speech. I was particularly 
impressed with its very high tone, ann it 
struck me at the time, " This is indeed a 
very worthy standarn for suceeding spc~kers 
in this debate to aim at in thei1· contribu­
tions." 

Then I Pxtcnd my congratulations to the 
seconder of the motion for the adoption of 
the Address in Reply, the hon. member for 
Cook. He made an excellent 'peech, and 
he so bombarded the Opposition that -their 
leader, in his reply, devoted what one may 
call a par<tgr.aph in his speech to the hon. 
member for Cook ann, though there "-as an 
implied sting in the hon. member's remarks. 
the fact that there was such a sting was 
ample evidence of the excdlence of the 
speech of the hon. member for Cool•. I 
might also add my mcod of prai-·o a.ncl con· 
gratulations to the various other new speakers 
in the Chamber who have made their debut 
this session; and. after listening to the 
speeches, one muot readily agree that the 
debating strength of this Chamber has. be<•n 
considerably strengthened as the result of 
the decision of the electors on 11th '\Lay last. 

GovERN111ENT ME:Yrm:ns: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. GRIMSTONE: It is not verv long 
since I also made m\· debut in this Cl!ambe~, 
and I have many h''l'PY recollections of m:· 
effort. 

An OPPOSITION J\lE:.VIBim: It was a great 
physical efiort. (Opposition la.ughter.) 

Mr. GRIMSTONR : I was nnder the 
impression that maiden speeches wcro always 
lister>ecl to with respect, as mine was last 
session. I regret that "uch evidently is not 
now the case. It mav be a delusion or an 
illusion. In seeking a cause for this change 
and noting where the interruptions m inly 
came from. I was forced to the conclusion 
that the sting of defr·at was rankling so 
much that hon. m"mbers opposite were for­
retting the!r good manners. I sincerely hope 
that that 1s only temporary. 

\Vc have been assailed by hon. members 
opposite with regard to not keeping faith 
with the electors. \Ve are a Government of 
what 0110 1night term five 1ninutos duration, 
and we are being a~sailed for not having 
within the short space of time we have held 
office carried out our promises to the elec· 
tors. I think that the real worrv of hon. 
members opposite is not that we are not 
going tD carry out those promises, but that 
we are going to c1.rry thern out. 

GovERNMEN1' MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
:\1r. KIRW"-N: Perish the thought! 

[.i11r. Grimstone. 

Mr. GRIMSTON"E : In listening to the 
speeches of hon. members opposite and t.hei1· 
attacks upon us, one would naturally assume 
that they and supporters of the previous 
Gm·ernment had been most particular with 
regard tD the keeping of the election promises 
that they themselves had made in previous 
election campaigns. Let us go back to the 
1926 election. The Labour programme at 
that time inclnded among other thin;:;' 
childhoon endo"-nwnt. pensions for widm.-s 
and orphn.ns. no increase in the n.tilw~tv 
tariff. preference to Que.,nsland nlanuf.a.c~­
tures, no undue burden of taxation. better 
conditions for the worker, and just· on the 
eve of that election their leader, :\fr. :\1cCor­
ma~k. saiJ~ 

" Labour is going to remain in <:ontrol 
of the State for the next three y<.a.r>, 
and, as leaders of that party, we say 
we shall deserve the trust. \Ye CCL!l do· 
and will do the things we have pro­
rnised." 

Such was the election programme of the 
Labour Partv in 1926. We know that Labour 
did rei a in ;ontrol of Queensland for those 
three years-and, I may add, to the detri­
ment of the State-but we shall just see 
how they canied out the promises made 
in 1S26. and which were emphasised bv the· 
late Premier just prior to the electiorJ. 

The TREASURER: The Deputy Leadee of the 
Opposition holds down his head. (L~ugh-
ter.) · 

Jl.1r. GRI:\ISTONE: Take wido•v,· all(l 
orpbans' pt'nsions and childhoon cndownw11t. 
Are they on the statute-book? No! InstL'<Jd 
of that, we hitve an increase of £5 L ,.,.,,k 
to mf•mbers of Parliament. 

An 0PPO"ITIO::\ ::VlEThlBER: You took the 
IncrC>a·-3c. 

Mr. GRIJ\ISTO::'\fE: I was 11ot in 1'. r·ii~-
11lent when that .increase \vas pusscd, and I 
strongly denounced it amongst thousanrl.r 'lHl 

l housands of other Quccnslanclers i hat, 
time: and I shall proYe mv bona 
the que,; ion when the Bill to reduce 
is before the I--Ious~ in a .~hart tin1e. 

Then they promised that there woul•l be 
no increase in rail·way charges. \YPlL \H~ 
haYe had incrc•ases in freights rang1J,:; fron1 
10 per cent. to 50 per cent. They diJ not 
c:-ur:· out what they called " rctrcnchm~_•Jl1 :' 
they c~llecl it " deflation "; and from 2_000. 
to 3,000 of the emplo)-C<'' in the Raih\-a,· 
Dcpartmc11t \vero "deflah'd," and, in addi­
tion to that. thev introduced the sv'L m of 
pooling work. ~ · 

Then the_v 11rotnised proforoncc to Qupr•n~~ 
hnd manufacture~. r~rh,.re is nobodv \'rho 
'Yiil not subscribe in mme degree io the 
policy of preference to Queensland manufac­
tures. But let us sec what happened. \VP 
know that the Ipswich railway worbhops 
a.re eapaHo of turning out excellent lor·o­
motivc enginF·'· but instead of l,(iving that 
wod<: or H)me of that >vork tn the Ipswich 
\vorksbop.:;, they wont ovprs('as for twcnty-fi Ye 
locomotives. At the same time the ml'n in 
the workshops at Ipswich wore pooling work. 
In addition to those locomotives, theY wont 
overseas for a pilot stc an1cr and n coup1e 
of hopper barges. 

Then thev promised that there wonld he 
no undue burden of taxation. \Vhnt L tp­
Jlcnccl? They introduced what has b,•c'n 
spoken of as cn0 of the most iniquil·ous _\d . ..: 
that hos ever been pasoed-the Gift Duty 
Act. They imposed an increase of 33 pel-
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cont. in stamp duties. Then we had an 
increase in licensing fees and the registrnrinn 
fees of motor cars. 

They also promised bclter conditions for 
the worken. In place of that, \VC got an 
increase in unemploymcnt~in £a,ct, record. 
figures-whilst the workers' contributions ro 
the Unemployment InSL!rance Fuml \n'l'e 
increased by 100 per cent. 

Mr. WrNSTANLEY: That is not true. 

Mr. GRIMSTONE: Of course it is tnH'. 
They \Yore increased from 3d. to 6cl. p••r 
week. Just glancr· back at how hon. mcmbc,-s 
oppositr, \Vhen they were in po\n'r for a 
term of three years, put into dfect r he> 
promises they made in 1926. 1t ill beconi!'S 
hon. mcmbl~rs who have ~uch a string of 
broken nromisos to their di't,r<'dit to stancl 
up in their places in this House anrl sav. 
when this Arlministration ha vc been in offic" 
for bat a fe,v moments, so to speak. that 
they have not kent their election pledges. )\S 
I said earli~r, the real worrv with tlwm is 
not that wo arc not going- to Carrv the1.1 ont, 
bnt that ,,\·e are going to ( 11T;,.: thcn1 o:1t. 
There is an old e.ayi11g-pe1·haps bon. rne.nl­
hors opposite havo not hc>trd it-" that people 
'vho li,~~e in gla5s houses should not throw 
~tones. 

"Nir. KIRWAN: That is an old chestnut with 
hair on it. 

Ylr. GRIMSTONE: It is, hut it ;, ~ D 

applicable to hon. m<'mh0rs oppo,itn tint 
it is worth repeating. It. i·"· rather rcmarkaLle 
to noic the change of front of hon. rncmb n; 
oppc,~ite, partieularly on the quc·:hon of 
nnomnlovment. \Ve remember that. wlwn thn 
question·~ W3.S raised in thn Hou.3e dur1nr~· 
hst o::es~ion whC'n hon. n1rmbPrs opposit0 wcl"' 
then sitting on the GoYernment benc-hes. it 
was rare indeed that on<' could get am· of 
them to make any admiq:sion abou( une!nr)loy~ 
n1cnt, or, if onf' of thcn1 did ~;l:V ~mncthin~ 
t\ bout it, it wonld be ~on1cthing- like thi". 
"\V ell. it is '''Or':;e <:Omc-;Y}H'r<' f'Lw.'' I 
rcrrwmber sa;ving that if hou. lnenther.;:;,. wh:: 
'vero then on this side of tho Fiou~P h ·d brr'n 
sitting in opposition and the ~arne an1ou~1_t nf 
nnPmpioyrnf-'nt exi«te-d then as exist':; now. I 
could imagine the thunderou"' dP~1unri1t~o·1 
of the nwmbcrs of the Admillistretion iu 
which those hon. member~ \von!cl han• 
indulg<Xl. \Ve h~ar that thun<lcrnm drmw­
ciatio-:1 no,v--a {]enunf'iation. really) not of 
this Go.-ernmrnt. because \YC have onlY just 
come into office. but denunciation of ih.c !at•• 
Administration. It was the Labour Go.-ern­
ment who really created this unfortunate 
posjtion. 

Amongst the many othor good ihings that 
tbn elections of May last di~d was to awaken 
members opposite to a fuller rcalisai·ion of 
ihc position in Qucenshr.d to-day-a pociiio11 
that is not of our creation, but i:; a 1Pgacy of 
the L~bour Government aftc: fourteen nars 
of more or loss cxpcrim<"nhl legic!atiorr, or 
what has been termed h; other speaker, the 
result of a "financial jazz." This party 
bave been callr<l upon to f'nclravour ~<> 
siraighten out (,his tangle in QuNmsland 
and n•store the Statn to that road to pros­
JWrity that shn should never have left. I 
might use a simile in'comparing Queensland 
with a ship-·1 ehip that has for a con­
.sidPrablo time been sailing- through very 
tortuous and dancrerous chamwls. It reaches 
such a stag-e that absolute disaster seems 
inevitable. At this stage the pa"engers 
on the ship-to wit, the electors of Queens-

land-tak0 a definite and decided stand and 
throw their l1ilot ovt"rboard-their pilot tllf'n 
being 1\llr. lVIcCorn1acl;;:.-and instal a new 
pilot. Mr. :Yloore, to bring that ship once 
more through to safety. Just, as the job 
of bringing tha't ship safely through is 
going to be a long and tedious proces~. 
so also will the job of bringing Queensland: 
back to prosperity be a long and tedious job. 
Hon. members opposite do not like the truth, 
and it is fitting at this sbgo that wo should 
examine the position just as we find it as the 
result of fourteen vears of Labour ruk. \Ye 
have an accumulated deficit amounting to, 
£1.750,000, and an accumulated loss on tho 
railways of nearly £18,000,000. 

An 0PPORrno,.- MEillBER: \Ve have heanl 
that before•. 

:'vir. GRIMSTONE: You will J1ear it 
again. It is essential that ,the position 
should bo definitely stated here. Evidently 
hon. members opposite do not like to have 
the position r0stated because it plac0 s them 
is a wry bad light. 

During the regime of the Labour Govc·m­
ment our loan indebtedness practically 
dc,ubled. The hon. member for Herbert 
endeasoured to proYe, or ihfcrred, that, 
when Labour first took control of the 
,:;overnment of this Stato. the loan indebted­
lH ss amounted io something liko £65,000,COO: 
and he proceeded to state that. if one added 
to that the amount of interest payable ovC'r 
the rernaining years, ono could easily account 
for the increased loan indGbtcdncss to-day. 
[ have vet to learn that the intere''t on our 
loan inclebt0dne's has boon capitalised. Thr; 
aEnual intcrc·t. bill has increased L·oru 
£1,975,000 to £5,170,000, or an inert'~"' in 
the charge on revenue from 13 per c•nt. to 
54 per cent. In face of that, we have reeord 
unPmployn1ent. Taxation ha.s jncrea~;:.cd frorn 
£S54,000 to £4,671,000. 

~.\n 0PPOSITIOX ::VlEMBER: Taxation has 
increased in all States. 

Mr. GRD1STONE: As the Treasurer 
pointed out, as soon as something llllpaJat­
able is brought before hon. members 
opposite, they immediately skip off to some 
other place. 

From that increase in taxation, £2,750,000 
is required to assist to meet the annnal 
interest bilL Tho per capita production. 
which in 1915 was £14 Os. 5cl. above the 
A 1l'tralian a veragc, was reduced in 1927 to 
£12 6s. 7d. below the Australian average. 
The hon. member for Herbert, when addres,. 
ing this Chamber. made the statement that 
in' 1915 the taxable income in Queensland 
amounted to £16,250,000. which fignre in 
1928 had advanced to ncarlv £23,000,000. 
His inference was that there' had beeu no 
inrrcase in taxation, and that the increa.~ed 
nn:ount received under the heading of taxa­
tion 'vas not increased taxation but a natural 
rrRu!t of the swel!ing of the taxable income. 
Let us oee how that bllics. In 1915 the 
pcrc0ntage of taxable income that was col­
lrcted bv the Government was 5.8 per cent .. 
and in 1928 this percentage had risen to 23.12 
pe1· cent. Take this example. In 1918, 411 
firms engaged in secondarY industries paid 
an amount of £10,596 a~~ income tax, while, 
in 1927, 270 firms engag-ed in secondary indus­
tries paid £153,613. That is to sa;v, although 
141 fe,ver firn1s were eng-aged in thjs par­
ticular indu -try, Hwy paid nearlv fifteen 
timrs as much in income tax as' in 1918. 
So much for the statement that the taxation, 
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had not been increased. 'vYha t B the result 
of thi;; crushing burden of tax on tho people·: 
There C<i.!l be only one an~vn:•r to that~ 
a decrease in the number of secondary indus. 
t.rie.:; ~·hi eh l.i8CC'3saril v n1ea11;5 a deer _a '·8 in 
emplo:.·ment. Unfortunately, this _i the u1se 
in c,,_ueensland. Queensland statlsbcs sho.'" 
that for 1927 there vv0r.- tv.-ellty fewer 
fad'Jrirc. engaged in production, while 2,323 
fe\'. t't workers \VCTO Pn!!agrd in this line of 
p1·ocluctioa, \vherLlS over the Lordee in NE'\V 
South Wales during the :-aHH' pcrjod 26 
new factories had been e~tabli..;fl d. f·n:t­

plo~~ing an additional 9,902 workers: 

.'fr. Kmw ;::-r: Ho·.y can 'on '"'plain the 
fact that ~:ew Sou'·h \~ t:.:es bas a highC'r 
p(_ rcf'!:::.tn;c of unen1p loy1nont '? 

~>lr. GHDJSTONE: In Yicturia 12" addi­
tional factories \vere ORtabli~hPd in the s ·.me 
pPriod, giving cmployrnent no fc' er th .n 
8.680 cnipJo.;ec-,. It ruu;·t l't .ltlil.'- co1l· 
ceded by all that ono of the prlncipai fullC· 
timn of the Governn1cnl i:; to do their utmo:~t 
to encourage ll8\V capiL-:d to con1P to thi 
State. \Ye all desi1·e to see an extension of 
our scconclarv industries for. in addition to 
the additionual en1plo:nnent ~urh factorle:-. 
would create, thee· would aloo increase the 
lwnw :r;1arkct for Our }lrimary and secondar.v 
products. Unquestionably the :home market 
is the best market. There ".Yotdd also be 
an incu~ase in the circulation of rnonev bv 
W-"Y of \VageA and this iucrcaRcd n1~onE·:: 
"ould. a; a natural corollarY. mean that thP 
people would haye a hi.ghcr consuminv 
jlOWer. The country that rs "elf-contained, 
having no exports or imports, but consum­
ing the whole of its products locally. c.-n set 
up any standard of wage~ or condition", of 
living·, and without detrirne11t. but vrhere <1 

State like ours, at present, m a inl:. a primar-"· 
producmg State, has to c'-port its smplus 
products and compete in thP markets of tlw 
world, then Sir, muc~ WP face th<' all· 
important question of the costs of production. 

l\lr. W. FoRGAl-: S~llTII: How do you pro­
pose t.o face it? 

Mr. GRIMSTOXE: If the hon. member 
will listen, he will hear what I h'ne to pro­
pose. 

f7.30 p.m.J 
Mr. KIRWAN: You are the first who has 

tackled it. 

:VIr. GRIMS'rO~E: Possiblv the hon. 
member has not been listening: but upon this 
question the very welfare of the State 
depends. Our opponents declare that. 'vhen 
we talk about reducing costs of production. 
\Vo moan reducing \vage:-3. 'J'o that I ::.ay 
emphatically that that is not. ncces·,arily so. 
The surest a.nd most effectiYc method of 
rech~cing costs of production 1~ by increasing 
efficiency. I mean this incronH.~d efficiency 
to apnlv not onlv to tho worker but to cYet:,. 
stage~ {u an indnstry-to th0 InanagPrrlen't 
equally as well as to the lower ranks of 
the labour employed. 

Labour politicians fre<Juently a"ert that 
they ha.ve rai«ccl wages. They may 
have assiBted in raising nomin3,l '\Yagcs; bnL 
as a result of their administration. thcv havp 
ac1so materially a"si'·ted in reducin-g th•· 
dfective wa,ge. 'l'ho effectiYe ,·alue of £1 
sterling is only 12s. to day, so that the 
effective basic wage is not £4 5s .• but 
£2 lls. per wePk. The effective nJue 
should, therefore, be increased; and, if hon. 
1ne1nbers opposite ·were as sincer.:' and honest 

[Jrfr·. GYimstone. 

in their desire to bring about a. better con­
dition of atTair!' us they profess to be, thoy 
' ould work wholeheartedly with that object 
i11 Yievv. 

HoF can this be done? Firstly, we want 
the heart_v co-operation of all cc1 ;l'l·rrcd in 
our slogan of "Increased EHJ.ciency." 
-~verT inC'roase of ls. in tho effcctiYt.:: value 
of th{~ £1 nl.ca,ns an cffcclivo increase jn the 

cages of \. ,·_)rkors of 4s. 3d. IJer \vcek. 
c::urely that is a slogau worth a·' opting! 

l\ir. I-I:,)[LON: Dut slogans won't fc,ed the 
}}(·!lp!c, 

~\l::. GRIJJBTO~E: But jt staods to 
.son r.'iat, if hon. rnombers oppo-itc-iho 

,·.:-c:lll<•cl leac!o.'s of the peopl<•-lcc,ep prcwh-
1!!~· their gospel of strife, ,,yo cannot. ha:·e 
inrreas.:.•cl efficiency, which cannot ex1st 

llor(~ cli.;::.cord and :-:uspicion prevail b:_•t"\veen 
fw i'I'\'O parties engag,~d in indu::try. Only 

1 hr other dav the hon. r;,embn for Pad­
dingl.on, the '"'cx-Secrctar? for .r,Iinc;-;, when 
,peaking with reference to the Dowcn Sbte 
na.lmine, sciJ that costs of production 
ue;wndccl upon output. and th,lt t.he greater 
1 :.e output, the lower tho cost. In effect, 

mc~nt that the greater the efficiency 
low0r the cost. which is a conflrn1ation 

of the rGint I am· no\\ making. Let us see 
where tlw starting-oH point for this in­
c·rc>ased efficionc-.- ehould be. First of all, 
c·omnleto confidence should "xis!". between 
n I! parties. The opj'Jortunity should be aYail­
~hie at all tin1e~ for a free and fral1k di~­

<·m -ion between the parties: there should 
:.e opportunity for all to participate in 

; ~nd also for the incrf'nse f~·f the daily 
rv \'l.'eeklv E:..trning .. Lastly, but by no mean~ 
l!_-a:'t, th(•re t'hould be absolute freedorn frcnn 
11olitica1 interfer('llCC. If hon. r:ne1nbers 
;Jppusite and the union secretaries were t~P 
tcuc fricmh of the workers that thev claim 
''' be. the: would ad,-ocato this clcioer co· 
operation .in industry instead of the cla~s 
<lntag·oni..,In that, unfortunately, exists to-da:v. 

Capital and labour a.rc interdependent, 
iu,t as the human body is dependent for Its 
iuotiYc powf'r upon the action of tbe heart. 
Peace in industry is an in1portant factor in 
thio qne·stion of unemployment. \Vhen we 
,,,,. in Queensland that during the past fiye 
Years thel'P. haYe been 131 disputes, in which 
6J.l50 workPr·s were involved. with a total 
}qs~ in wage,,. of £612,875. ho'\v can we say 
that lYe have that true t·fficiency that is so 
vital! v ncce"arv for the fatisfa.ctorv deYelop­
ruent.~ progre.sS, and C'mploylnC'rlt of its 
iiPOplt•? 

It is frcc>lv rccoo·nisecl that this constant 
friction and~ consE'1nt suspicion, with its 
<l~cornpanying loss of efiiciC'ncy, is an import~ 
nut factor in the creation of unemployment. 
l welcome the amending Arbitration Bill 
a:" for0rasl' in His Excellcncv's Speech. 
hh·au,L I b~lieve that. it is going to assist 
1ua toriallv in bringing about that closer co­
opL>-ratiot; and that p;reater efficiency that is 
'0 ncce' ary. It will provide greater opJJC?r· 
rnnities for the worker, and it will enable hun 
to gopt the full nF a surf~ of his labour, .and, 
"" ;tated in the Government. Policv Speech. 
opportunitic.:; for co-operative work, profit 
,Lrtring. "nd pa~·ment by results or the 
iEcentive wage will be ]Jrovided. 

::\n man should be denied the right to live 
or the right to work. This. unfortunately, 
i> the case at the pre,ent time. I refer par­
ticularly to the question of closed union 
books; and I do hope that this Dill, when 
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it comes bdore the House, will make pro­
,-ision for that particular aspect. 

In this conn0ction I would like io quote 
from an article by Cyrus lYlcCormick, who is 
at present. in ..._<\usiralia. 'Jlhis a,rt.icle \Vas 

published in the JVIclbournc "Herald." end 
probably hon. membJrs have n ,id it. 
Mr. McCormick is vice-preeident of tho 
I[!t~rnational Harnster Company of t.ho 
'Cntted States of ArrwrJCa, a huge organisa­
tion cnlplDying somethjn:.s like 45.000 rnen. 
He is comnwnting upon the relations exist­
mg between emplovcrs and emplovecs in 
America and the efforts adopted there to 
promote peace and harmonc· in industrv. He 
says that they had instituted there a· works 
council, which includes representatives of tho 
employees. Among the functions of this 
\~arks council is the discussion of all oucs­
hons on n1atters arising hct\vecn tho v or'l-:ors 
and the management, particularly including 
the qt~est.ronsT o.f v ages, I;-ours, and "\\or king 
conditions. His conclusiOns are> that the 
results of the works council are 'minentlv 
succcossful. He says there is not in Ameri<~a 
that sharp dcrnarcatio_n between tho employer 
and employee whiCh 1s to be found in oldE'r 
cou_ntrics._ U!'fort~mately, that sharp demar­
cation exists rn thiS country, which is re!Tret­
t'able .. Then he goes on to ~a:1· that the y~un;.; 
Amen can wants to got ahead. He kno -·s that 
~he hiiiher positi_ons ar.-, obtained by encrg:.-. 
rntegnty, and rnt _lhgcnce. As hr •rorli:s 
he likes to believe that he is serving himself. 
What a fine gospPl that is to preach to 
our people, instead of this everlasting strife 
and ferment ! We can easily substitute the' 
,,-ord " AustraEa " for the word " .... 1\merica ~' 
because thoro are similar opportunities f~r 
the Australian worker here just as there 
arc for the American workers over there 
The point that I am makinz is that ther~ 
are opportunities for the worker here if he 
is given a free hand. Unfortunately 'at the 
rrc:s.cnt tir11e he is not given a ff~e ha.nd 
owrng to some unioni~tic decree. Thi" is 
an opportunity for hon. members opposite 
to prove that they are the true friends of 
the work~r by preaching th-:, gospel of closer 
co-operation and great"~ efficiency_ \Ve are 
endeavourmg to do this. and I feel quite 
co_nfident that, as a result, th,, worker will 
still feel that he has more genuine friends 
on this side of the House than elsewhere 
Mr. McCormick goes on to say- · 

" Tho American svstem is one that 
believes in the doctrine of high wages 
because high wage~ give high con,uming 
po1vcr, but the h1gh wages are earnJ''d 
wages, gained_ by eftlci0ncy. The piccf>­
'"ork Sj 3tem Is very popular ·yith the 
workmen ber1.usc they kno1v that as the7 
become more efficient their earning's 
mcreaso. The Americ>1n employer do'es 
not cut piece-work ratec. He knows 
that extm effort on the part of the 
'' orker pa:-·s dividends to him as well as 
to the worker. In American manufacture 
there . is practically no such thing as 
'vhat 1s cal1ed in Engla.nd "ea canny.~' 
The American workman ha .. come to the 
conclusion that the better he works the 
greater arc ~jo:- earnings. the g'l'(':-ttcr his 
own consnm1ng po,vcr, and there are 
thercforc, more sales and more work for 
hirn at good wages. " 

That is_ ono of the factors _thd \Yould hC'lp 
\'cry considPrably m the eel nn~" of the unem­
ployed question-by preaching· the doctrine 
of greater efficiency-by allo·"~ing the work­
men themseh-c-, a freer hand than they have 

at the present time to increase the cfficiPncy 
in industry, increase the consuming povvcr of 
the people, and we shall not haYe, as the 
Leader of the Opposition said, over-produc­
tion. 

Further on, he deals with profit-shari!Jg. 
There arc 45,000 employees participating in 
the dividends of the company. 'That is one 
of the things 1vhich, as I rncntioned carEer, 
we propose to make possible for the ~\us­
tralian \vorkmen. Und(~r such con<~iti.ons 
and ideals it is not to he wondered at ihat 
they have a very much higher efficiency 0\'er 
there than we haYe here, unfortuuately. It 
should be our aim to strive to bring the 
efficiency of our country to an equality with 
that of America. 

:\h. HYl\ES: Are you de"ryiug :·our 
country'? 

Mr. GRIMSTONE: I am not decrying my 
country. I take second placo to no 11Hill in 
regard ~for his country. I am one of thuse 
who haYe such a pride in his country that 
he is not content unle:-:, ,, he set=~s his ow11 
country taking the forernost p1ace in ,,-hat­
Pver it rna v undertake. =.vrr. JY1rConni._k, in 
~urn m a risirig, st.1.Jr" tho effect of the '' ork::. 
council upon production in those worcb--

"' (a) Makes for safer \vorking condi-
tions: 

" (b) ImproYcs the qualit. ; 
" (c) Increases the efficiency." 

The workman there recognises th·1t his 
interests and those of his employer are not 
separate, but are demonstrably one and the 
same. Here is an extract from a speech made 
by His Grace Archbishop Duhig. in Februar.v 
last~ 

" The working man of to-day could 
not do as he liked, but only as his union 
ordered him. It was a great pity to kill 
individuality and personality. Ono f:lall­

dard of work had been set up. and then~ 
was no incentive for the ·working n1a.n 
to make for in1.provcmcnt." 

To-day \V'o are endeavouring to provide the 
working man with the opportunitv to froe 
himself by thrmYing off his chain' and 
re~aining the individuality and per~:Jnalit~­
that arc to (tiv-_; hin1 the inc':ntive once agaiu 
to climb higher and higher the ladder of life. 

\Vhile on the matter of efficiency I wish 
to say that so far I have only dealt with 
efficiency as it applies to the manufacturing 
~ide of inclust:rv. I also rnean n1v rcnF,rks 
tO appl:· to other indu·,tri<'S aS well. 'Take 
Jhe "·ool industry, for instance. Undoubt•"dly 
Aushalia leads the world both in the quality 
of wool and in production per sheep. But 
because we occupy that position are \'!'<l to 
rest content and say c cannot go any 
further? vYhat an immense benefit it 
>;vould bo to our countrv if ~xc could inert a se 
the production of woo'! per cheep by, say, 
~ lb. or even 1 lb. ! I do not think that~ is 
impossible. What an immense br'nofit that 
;·~ould be to our countn-! This is why I 
welcome the establishment of this Councii of 
Scientific Re<1earch tc give us a lead in a' 
matter such as this. 

:\1r. BRUCE: It is increasing eyery drty. 

Mr. GlU::\IISTO:'-JE: That is so, but let u•, 
keep on. 

I would also point out that _\ ustralia ouly 
occupies the twenty-sixth place in the ,.-orld~ 
with regard to the wheat yield, the average­
in Australia being 13.24 bushels per acre~ 

JJlr. Grimstone.] 
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wlwrr·ao in Denmark rhe average is 40.51 
bushc1:< per acre. There is ctrr1ple room for 
improvement there. -

Take maize. We find that Canada leads 
.the world in maize production per acre. the 
average being 42.3 .bushels per acre, while 
Australia occupie,, fifth place with a yield 
·of 27.16 bushels per acre. This certainlv is 
.a much better position; but can \Ye not go 
right to the top? 

Then take the dairying industry! It is 
·cc·rtainly pleasing to note the dforts made to 
increase efficiency in this industry by 
lterd improvement. herd-testing, and so on. 
But we have a long way to go yet before we 
car, say that we have gone far enough, or 
that we have reached such a state of effi­
ciencv that we can afford to re,t. In connec­
tion ·with this problem I raise the most 
important question of fodder conservation as 
Dn< cDnstituting a big factor in the progress 
of the industry. 

I have just mentioned a few avenues for 
irnprovement. There are rnany other pha~es 
upon which I could touch, but m:v time i, 
going, and I have said enough to shDw what 
an immense field there is for t'he activity of 
the, Bureau of Research. 

:'\me I come to the quc,tion Df land settle­
ment. If this question is tackled in the way 
in which I am sure the pr0,ent Government 
will tackle it, I am sure it will assist 
materiallv in the reduction of the numbers 
Df our unempJDycd. It is depressing to know 
that during the past thirtet'n vears tho land 
not occupi0d has increased hy 20,000.000 acre-. 
---from 69.070.920 acres in 1915 to 89.248,752 
n,crc's in 1928. That is verv unsatisfactorv 
in a countrv like this, and· I :heartilv wel­
<'ome the L;,nd Act Amendment Bill- which 
is forec.,st, wherebv we shall ho.ve the restora­
tion of tho freehoid tenure and the removal 
·of the dictatorial and i;·ksome restriction' 
on our. land soitlemcnt. I ,wticipatc a very 
rapH1 ntrrrasc In land settll'rrlent in the vcrv 
near future. and I think that. as a result. 
we tlrc gain,[; to haYc a chcrk on thl:" alarn1-
inf! drift from the countr_y i·lto t'w citic;_ 
This drift citvwards is the ;·,attnal result of 
<lecrea··Pd lan~d settlement. as \vill be seen 

·from the following figures:-

LAND SETTLE~IlEXT. 

1909-14, mcreaso 
1922-28. dccr,,ase 

Cities an cl 
Shires 

C~iti£'3 and 
Shire':;; 

PoPn.ATIOX. 

1809-14. 

to,•;rns 

1920 26. 
towns 

27.000.000 aer<'s 
500,000 aeree 

IncrPas8. 
43.406 
77.<:74 

153.050 
26.358 

Tflth an in{'rease in Jnnd :;:.cdt]on1ent wo nre 
rwturall}- goin!'( to check tll'o drift from the 
countr,Y into the citjt·-,, and thi:-, al~o has a 
Yery important bearing on t lw qltcstion of 
mtcmployment. 

·with only a minute to KO, I wish to take 
this opportunity of conP:ratnlating tho elec­
tors of C)ucensland uron their decision of 
11th l\1av. as a result of v hich ve now have 
on the Government benches an _\dminietm­
tion whose dominant principles arc honesty 
of purpe>se, intcgrjty, and com1non sense. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 'fhc hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

[Mr. Grirnstone. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe), who was received 
with Government cheers, said : I wonld, 
first of all, like to congratulate you, Mr. 
Speaker. on the high position you have 
attained in this House. I am especially 
plPased.' as Dnc of the Korthcrn members, 
to have the honour of having you as Speaker 
upon my introductiDn to this Assembly. 

I also congratulate the electors of Bulimba 
npon having bad the honour of electing the 
iirst lady member of the Queensland Parlia­
ment. To the hon. member herself I offer 
my sincere congratulations upon the con­
vincing manner in which she won the 
Bulimba seat. The wonderful victDry that 
she achieved in doing so has thrille-d Queens­
land and showed that on this occasion 
"\Vright was wrong." (Laughter.) I also 
congratulate the hon. member on the 
splendid speech she made, and I congratu­
late my next-door colleague, the hon. member 
for Cook, on the splendid speech with which 
he seconded the Address in Reply. It is 
clearly evident that the hon. member whD 
represents the Cook constituency will not 
prove as silent as was the late member. 

Mr. BRUCE: Don't be dirty. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
stl;tement is qnite clee.n; I always play 
fa1r. I take my place in this Assembly as 
St>cretary for Mines, and at this juncture I 
should like to assure you, Sir, and hon. 
member> that Queensland possesses a.b­
solutely the richest mine in the Common­
wealth. 

Mr BRUCE: Who told you that? 

The SECRET.\RY FnR MINES: I Lave 
gn ined that experience during- thC' short ;in1e 
that I have been Secrebcry for !VIines. But, 
unfortunately, that mine has bPen so un­
sympathetically, carelessly. and badly 
JLanaged that its timber structure has almost 
decayed, the mine has become flooded with 
water, anrl quite a considerable quantity of 
the ground \Vork ha:3 caved in. As vou are 
a\':arc, ::VIr. Speaker, when a mine ·roaches 
such a stage of disuso, it !L'qnirc~ a period 
of perhaps years 2.nd t.ren1endous expense 
to dewntn the mine and r<-•,tore it to the 
~tate of high cfHcicncy whlrh existed per­
haps tPn or twelve vears before. T'he mine 
In which I refer {s this wonderfL1l State 
of QuC'eiJsland. The adrninistration t.o which 
W< have been subjectnd over the past four­
teen J"CO!'S has brought QuPensland pr:J.Cti­
cally to the brink of bankruptcv. nnd, 
nlthongh it is no eas,v ta ... -Jc to restore~ Qul ens­
land to ih original sound. prosperous con­
c_i,ltion, giYen a little tin1e, tlll~ prosent 
(_;rOYCrnment ·will restore the State to the 
happy position that it cnjo_vPd fourtc0n or 
fifteen years &.go. An ex-]Hinister of the 
Crown, whc·n speaking the other day froin 
the Opposition benchPs, donbted the wi,dom 
of the Premier in uppointing two political 
nO\· ices to his Cabinet. My only reply is 
that, if the whole of the Cabinet were com­
posed of novices, tlwy could not be guilty 
of a more lam<>nta blo displav of inefficiency 
and disP~stcr than V.rf' suffered~ at the hands of 
! 110 past La hour Cabinet. 

GOVERX1IExT MEJIEERS: Hear, hear! 
!VIr. DASH: Tho Premier selected the host 

matoo'ial av:1ilablc. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
aecept that compliment from the hon. mem­
ber. It is my intention to do my very 
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be6t in the interests of the State as a whole; 
but, even If I did my very worst, I could 
not ex('eed the ruination of tho past 
.Administration. 

I han1 the honour to "Opr<•sent an dec­
torate of which you have all no doubt heard 
mention in this Assemblv. I refer to the 
electorate of Chillagoe. ·I rc;gard it as a 
high compli1nent to ha,vc the hononr of 
rPpresentim; the electorate of Chillagoc. In 
view of the present financial position in 
Queensland, and in view of conditions 
generally, it is necc,sary that those who 
control the destinies of the State should ho 
].•assessed of broad Yision iu order to im­
pwve the present condition. I say with­
out fear of contradiction that no other 
electorate 1n Qnecnsland hus a greater 
possibility of being able to do that than 
the Chill a !!,OC electorate whid1 I have the 
honour of r<'pre-.entinp:. A greater qnantity 
of wolfram and bismuth has been won from 
the Chillag-oe electorate than from any 
other coulltry of the oame area in any part 
oi the world. 'rhcre is no reason why 
Chillagoe should not produce as much in the 
futuro as in the past. Chillag·oe also holds 
the proud position of having tho second 
largest silver mine in Queensland. Tlwre 
also happens to be in my .,lectorate a ;:lis­
trict of whiPh poesibly a fL•w hon. members 
may have heard, and that district IS 

Mungana. 
GovERXME:<rT ME~IBERS: \Y c have hoard 

a bout that before. 

The SPEAKER: Onler! 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\IIC\'ES: I have 
the honour of repres,•nting 1\Iungana, which 
is part of the Chillagoe electorate ; and I do 
hope that during the next few years Mun­
gana will not be looked upon in such an 
unsavoury ligh~ as in the past, but that it 
will once again become a wealth-producing 
district, and be looked upon not only by the 
public, but by Queensland and the Common­
wealth, ancl even by people right across the 
seas, in a more favourable rnannor than it 
has been during the last five or six years. 

=v1r. CoLLIXS: You are indulging in 
innuendoes. 

Mr. KELSO: There is a lot cf smelly busi­
ness about Mungana, anyway. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It may 
not be out of place for me to mention right 
here what was done in regard to the Mun­
gana mine. I do not intend to got down 
to tin tacks; the whole details will shortly 
be available for the information of the 
people; but suffice it to say, in order to let 
hon. members know the position, that the 
11:un~ana mine at one time \Vas lying idlo 
and was not considered worth while for tho 
Government to take up. As a matter of 
fact, the hon. member for Cairns. when 
addressing the 'I'ownsvillo Labour Conven­
tion, was asked why he had not openc d up 
some of the silver-lead mines in Korth 
Que~nsland. and he replied that no onr' would 
think of taking up such a mine with lead 
ut £20 per to::t, with any hope of making it 
pay. \Vhat do we actually find was the 
case? They Vca.ited for a, considerable period, 
and, when lead rose to £40 per ton, a com­
pany took up 1\iungana anc] worked it for 
a considerable period. Lead dropped again 
to £22 16s. per ton, and the Queensland 
Government then turned round and pur­
<e·hasod Mungana. for £40,000. I am speaking 
·of a matter that I know something about. 

Mr. BRUCE interjected. 
'I'he SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can 

assure my hon. friend that I know more 
about Mungana and Chillagoe thrrn he 
imagines I do. I was born in the district, 
and I h<tve lived in the district all my life. 
(Opposition interjections.) I claim to know 
some1hing about my electorate-possibly 
more than some hon. members sitting 
on the Opposition benches know of their 
electorates. That reminds me of the story 
of a man coming from overseas to Queens­
land. He was asked, " \Vhat are you going 
to do in Queensland?" " I am going in for 
politics," he said. He was asked further, 
"On what side?" The overseas man said. 
" I won't know until I get there." (Laugh­
ter.) I am not one of those men; I always 
know the colour of my politics. 

Mr. COLLINS : Innuendoes again. 

ThA SECRETARY FOR MINES: No hon. 
member in this House, or any man out of 
this House, has the slightest chance of alter­
ing my political convictions. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
After that they clo,··cd Chillagoc down, and 

automatically with that closure in July, 1927. 
the Mungana mine ceased to function. vVhat 

I take exception to is the m <Lnncr 
[8 p.m.J in which Mungana was closed 

down. I do not think many 
people are aware of what happened. but 
I can tell them that, when the numagH 
was giyen instructions at 4 o'c!ork one after­
noon to close the rnine up in tho n1orning, 
he appealed most strongly for two or three 
days' ~race in order that he collld remove 
the valuable machinery. He was told that 
the adjectival machinery could stop there, 
that the mine must be closed in the morning. 
The manager again appealed in vain for the 
opportunity of taking that valuable 
n1achincrv out of tbe nlin('. The result is 
that to-day the mine i ., full of water, and 
there is at least £4,000 worth of machinery 
l ving anvw lwre beneath 600 and 700 feet of 
water. 'the same remarkb apply to its 'ister 
mine, the Lady ,Jane, in which oyer .£4,700 
\VOrth of machinery is now lying in rnany 
hundreds of feet of water. Later on, when 
the Government did not consider it wise 
to reopen Chillagoe or work that mine. what 
did we find? They simply allowed the lease 
to lapse, and handed Mun,g-ann. one~ n1orc 
to Ahern and party. I do n?t blame the 
latter party ono iota for acceptmg the mme, 
but I do not think that 2 per cent. of the 
people of Queensland e. re a wn;1:e th~t _the 
Government do not own tho G1rofla mmo. 
which is owned by a prrrty of [J,-e or ,ix 
individuals, to whom it was g-iven in 1928. 

That is the true position w;th reg-ard to 
Muno-ana from which it will be seen that 
not ~nl:v' has Mungana bP,·n cruciflcrl by 
leaving valuable machinery under wa1·er. but 
aho has b •en sacrificed by the lease bemg­
allowed to lap·e and to be taken up by 
Ahern and company. 

The dav will come in QuecnsLwd "hen we 
must reaiise that more scientific and up-to­
date methods must be employed in minin.c;­
activities. The day is ]ong since pa~~ whe-.n 
the individual miner can go out ,nth hB 
pick and shovel. make a temporary windlass. 
and scratch a living out of the wealth left 
near the surhee of the g-round. The mo't 
'l<Jientific methods must he arloptecl to 
exploit the mineral wealth of the State. As 
I said a minute ago, we all agree that 

Hon. E. A. Atherton.] 



200 Address in Rc·ply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in R"ply. 

the da:v is past when these min0·· can be 
worked on the old haphazard system. 

Mr. BRUCE: You havo got to put the 
copper there that you have taken out. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\U:'\ES: The 
copper and the lead are still there, but we 
have to adopt modern scientific methods to 
enable us to treat ores profitablv that "·c 
are no;v dumping. In the pasf the eyes 
were piCked out of the mine•;. I am not 
referring so much to gold mines. but in 
connection with other mining we only picked 
out the eyes. Out of every 100 tons of ore 
produced possible 10 tons were treated and 
the other 90 ton~ were dumped. 

Mr. BRUCE: Did they not treat low-grade 
ore at Chillagoe? 

The SECRETARY FOR ?\II:'\ES: Thcv 
treated a lot of low-grade ore. Thev also 
treated ore that was not worth a snap of 
the fing-ers, but they purchased it from sornc 
individual. It was not ont of their own 
mine. The day has come wh<:'n we must 
tre~t. this low-grade ore as a payable pro· 
position. because in nearlv everv other coun­
tr:v in the world they arc~ treating ores of a 
lower grade than ores we are dumping 
to-day. If we adopt scientific methods, with 
the most up-to-date mflchinerv, there is no 
rea~on why similar low-grade ores cannot 
':Je treated in Qucenslar,d. 

l\1r. BRUCE: Are you ~;oing to put up-to· 
date machinery in Ghillagoc? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1INES: The 
hon. mernber wants to kno\V if \ve are going 
to put that ma,_hinery in Chillagoe. I thin!<: 
the machinery at. Chillagoe alld Mungana 
already c:mnot be surpa'·Scd in any part of 
the world. especiallv the human machinerv 
that handled the financial side of it. " 

The present Government have lost no time 
in commencing to clean up the mess that 
was left by the late part,. in power in con· 
nection with State cnt<irpriscs and other 
non-paving propositions. I was highly 
amused the other dav when the Leader of 
the Opposition, by w>ty of interjection, a·kocl 
the Secretary for Labour and Inrlustrv what 
value he put on the goodwill of the St:• te 
cannery. I have been in business all m~· 
life, and I never real iscd previously that a 
business that was continuallv losing monev 
had any good"·ill whatmevcr. The Stnte 
cannery has shown a hn'!e deficit. in spite 
of the huge amount that has been written 
,off. 

An OPPOSITION 1\IE:,mm interjected. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I haw 
been able to run a bn~iness a 11 rr1y life, and 
I hav0 never worked for a dav's \.vages in 
my life. and that is more than' <:an be said 
by some hon. members sitting on the Opposi· 
tion br·nchcs. Thev mav have tried to run 
a business. but the success that they antici· 
pated was not met with. and thev were 
forced back npon the ·." a gcs market. ~I rnlPt 
apologise. I said a moment ac;·o that I hnrl 
never worked for a 0av's vap.:es in my lif0. 
I presurrle wagC'" vvould inciudf~ saL-t.rv, and. 
in oa·,e that is so. I "·ish to state that for 
three months I have been a Cabinet Minister 
and have been drawing a salarv. Bnt this 
is the first time in my life th:tt I ha YO 

drawn a salary. 
Queensland was struck nothing le~s than a 

deathblow when the right of freehold tenure 
w,ts taken from the people. 

[Hon. E. A. Atherton. 

I think is was in 1911 that the people 'wre 
given the right: of pcrpctnal lease if they 
wished it. Prior to tha\;, when it was 
optional for a selector to take c,ither a free­
hold or a !eaochold, to ,,how hew popular 
the leasehold tenure ··cas, whereas m·er 
112.000 acrH were taken up in one year 
under freeho],_l tenure, only 2,000 acres 
'''ere taken up under the perpetual lea~clwld 
tenure. Even when the Labour G-oYcrn­
ment put an Act through and saddled the 
perpetual lca.sehokl system on the people, 
when thev discoYereJ that it was detrimental 
to the State th ·v ,houlc! certainlv bne 
ren1ovod it. I ~111 not bla:ning ·anyone, 
because the prorty that nc1·er made a mistake 
also never did much good; but they should 
be broadminded enough, when they see tl1at 
anything is seriously affecting the welfare of 
the State, to remove the ob·tacle. The only 
wav to rcmo\'e the obstacle is to allow the 
pc,;pk to revert to freehold. 

I h'wc been convinced siEce I haYe been 
in the House for the last. few ,hy~ that hon. 
members opposite are what I 'might term 
1nore narrow-n1inded t.han I had ever any 
idea of before. As the old saying is, there 
are some people ~.vho are as narrow in the 
forehead as a r<ardino, and I honestly believe 
that some of these business people exist in 
Brisbane. I would refer to the freehold 
tenun.: in mv o,, ... n C'lectorate. I represent 
po;;sibly the i1wst cosmopolitan c·lectorate in 
Queensland, an el<'ctorate that produces 
nearlv everv rnineral known, the finl'st rini­
ber ii1 the 1·vor1d, .and is ono of the greatr•st 
n1aize-producing c0ntres of Queensland. and 
also contains the fin("'t dairying countr~· in 
Queensland. \Vhcn going- throu[.ih my <>lec­
torate, I noticed the difference in the 'elec­
tions that were taken up under the free­
hold tenure and those which \Yore t,· kerl 
up under the perpetual leasehold teuurc. 
You had not the s!i!!'htest necessitv to ask 
people whether any place was frP-ehold or 
perpetual leasehold, because you could see 
by the improvements on the farms which 
they were. The man with a freehold pro­
perty had very substantial yards and bails 
for his dairy conc1·eted right through. In 
the case of the man who had a perpetual 
leasehold. his dairy yards were knee-deep 
with mud. Those people do not feel inclined 
to spend money to pnt up concr,•te buildings 
on their farms, because, first of all, they 
cannot raise the capital to do it on per· 
potual leasehold tenure; and. se.condly, the 
more thev improve their farms the more they 
are taxed for improYing them. I think that 
Qneensland is the only countrv in the world 
where a man is taxed for improvin~ the 
property of the StaJe. 

1\fr. HnrES: You do not know much 
about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MTNES : I 
hanpen to know a oTrat deal abont it.. I 
haYP donP more farming tha.n the hon. n1em­
her has PV<'r seen. and T know exactly what 
I rtrn ta !king- about. That was one of the 
dea(hbiO"S thnt "35 dnlt to (llJ(f'll:'l'tl(J. 

I am ghd to say that it '•ill onlv be a 
Y('f'? shoTt time brforr the nronl0 of 0nP"ll~­
la nd will again b" a hie to sa v that they 
can take up a selection under the o1d free­
hold tenure. 

GO\'ERNMEKT MEMBl'Rs: Hear. hear ! 

Tho SECRET1\HY FOR J\H::'\ES: To an\'· 
one with any ambition, to an)'one who likes 
to own a piece of property, and, later on, 
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pass it down as a heritage to his next-of­
kin, the freehold tenure certainly offers 
more attractions than does Jc~,chold, under 
which a man knows that the property he is 
improving to such a high degree will never 
b<'> his and he will never be able to hand 
it down to a later generation. 

I have been convinced for y<'ars that the 
past Government never governed Queens­
land. There was never any secret about 
who governed the State. It was the Aus­
tralian \Vorkers' Union. A striking instance 
of that occurred at the time of the big 
tronblc in North Queensland. when a very 
high authority in the Gm·ermnent service 
said to the men, " I will see that we pa·"' 
legislation to do so and so.' \Vhat was he 
told by the secretary of the Australian 
\Vorkers' Union? I cannot tdl you here 
exactly what he said, but it was to this 
effect: "Our troubles about the Government; 
they are not running Queensland. \Ve al·e. 
The Government will do as we tell them.'' 
That is what happened in Cairns. I, as 
chairman of the Cairns Harbour Board, was 
at the time discussing- the matter with these 
other two or three individuals. So I cannr>t 
understand how anybody can deny hero that 
the Australian Worlwrs' C"nion -did control 
Queensland. 

Mr. COLLIKS: The Employers' Federation 
run you. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: The 
hon. member for Bowen interjects that th'l 
Employers' Federation run me. All I can 
tell the hon. member is that 1 have never 
belonged to the Employers' Federation in 
my life; and, if he can find rnv name in their 
books, I will forfeit my seat." 

Mr. CoLLINS: That does not make any 
ilifference. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: No"· 
the hon. member, like a carpet snake is 
trying to wriggle out of it. ' 

Mr. COLLINS: Wh:v are you talking about 
carpet snake•.? ·why do you not play the 
game? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR ).11:\ES: The 
hon. member is not accustomed to carpet 
snakes. He is accustomed to tiger and 
diamond snakes-thG:v are rnore 'enon1ous. 

I would like to deal with the Government's 
purchase of the State stations and the lack 
of knowledge they dicplayed "·hen they 
bought them, when the prices of cattle were 
eight at their top. Thev never went anv 
higher, and the·.- sbrte:d to fall almost 
immediately. I find also that their method 
of _buying·-in my aroa they bought six 
stat_wns-'':as such that they did not buy 
unbl someoody else h~d actually come along 
.and bonght the statiOns. Then in a few 
weeks these persons passed them oYer to the 
Government-at what profit I am not able 
to tell at this juncture. 

I ha vo occupied a good deal more time than 
I expected. and now I want to refoe at some 
detail to the truly extraordinary agreement 
that the late Government made with Mr H. 
C. Sleigh. of Melbourne. in 1927 for the 
salP of coal from the State codlmino at 
Collinsville. ~otice has been given of a 
lot of qnestions on this point, and poss1bly 
many of them will be answered now. 

. In . his speech deli ,-ered on 28th August 
m th1s House ~he hon. member for Padding­
ton, who was Minister for Mines at the 
time the agreement was made, said that he 

had naid det.:tilccl attention to this matter. 
Late,: in his speech he said t.hat the Sleigh 
agr0c1nont was only for eo.~. 1 for o.verseas 
trade and overseas bunkering, yet the agree­
ment to which the late Minister paid detailed 
attention definitely states that Sleigh is 
appointed t.he sole and exclusive agent for 
the Queensland Govc>rnment for Bowon coal 
for bunkering ovcr3eas vessels and for export 
outside thn State. It is quite clear that the 
hon. member for Paddington, as Secretary 
for Mines, ha-d only a very vague i-dea of 
the contents of the document to which he 
appended his signature. Contrary to his 
idea of its contents Sleigh was given coal 
at a cost of about 2s 6d per ton under the 
cost of production, and from 5s. to 6s. per 
ton below t.he cost of coal to other pur­
chac·cre, ;ucluding interstate vessels. This 
agreement, which made him the sole and 
exclusive ag-Pnt. indudod sales to other 
States. I ":ill" deal further with this phase 
of the qu0stion later on. 

An OPPOSITION l\1E1!BER: Next week. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Y"ou 
will get it to-night, if I have time. The 
point I wish to make now is that, although 
the hon. mombPr for Paddington said on 
Wednesday last that he paid detailed atten­
tion to i,his matter, <•nd that he signed the 
agreement with the ver:,· best intentions, in 
reality he knew ver;· little at all about the 
agreement that. he signed on boha H of the 
Government. My opinion is that there wa.s· 
"' mastee mind behind this agreement, just 
as there was a master mind behind the 
peculiar transactions of the late Government 
in connection with the l\llungana mines. 

GovER~MENT MEMBERS: Heat·, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR 711INES: I do 
not for a moment think that the hon. mem­
ber for Paddington had any real g~asp of 
ihe essential features of the Sleigh transac­
tion at all. I believe that this transaction 
was conceived by the type of business mind 
that carried through the l\inngana traneac­
tion to such a successful conclusion, and, to 
a lesser extent, the tvpe of mind that could 
contrive to extract from th'l public purse 
a sum of not less than £13 a day for 
travelling expenses. These were the minds, 
Mr. Speaker, that were behind that agree­
ment an-d not the mind of the hon. Iuem­
bcr for Paddington. Under this ]wcu]iar 
agreement Mr. Harol-d Crofton Sleigh was 
empowered to deman-d from the Queensland 
Government 500 tons of the umal merchant­
alle qualitv of Bowcn coal eycry twenty­
four hours "at the following prices. d9liYcred 
OE trucks at the mine:-

Per ton. 
s. d. 

Best screened coal 14 0 
Run-of-mine coal 12 0 
Screened small cob.l 11 0 

'I'he agent on his part was under no oblig·a­
tion whatever except to usA his best en­
deavours to ex'ecutc the sale of the sai-d coal. 
Two months prior to tbe signing of this 
extraordinary agreomerl.t the mattee "as 
referred to the supervisor of State coalmines, 
v, ho reported adversely upon it. He pointed 
out that the average cost of production 
of coal at that time was 14s. 6d. a ton, 
and stated that it was impossible to reduc~ 
thP existing prices of 203. a ton for screened 
coal and 16s. a ton for unscreened coal. 
He also pointed out that the greater the 
sales of screened coal-the kind of coal that 
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::VIr. Sleigh would require-the greater would 
b~ the cost of production because of the 
increase in the quantitv of slack or duff, 
which is practically unsaleable. In spite 
of all this, the then Minister, the hon. mem­
ber for Paddington, signed the agreement 
two months later, when conditions had not 
changed in the slightest degre<', and lw 
apparently dicl not knnw that it included 
interstate sales. On two or three occaswns 
on Wednesday last he stated that Sleigh 
had to sell the coal overseas, and that the 
Sleigh agreement was only for coal for over­
Boas trade and overseas bunkering. There 
;, another peculiarity about this agreement 
-it was made for a period of three yearo, 
yet Mr. Sleigh was under no obliga­
tion whatever to take the coal; he coulcl 
clecide whether he took it or not, just as it 
suited his interests. I notice, Mr. Speaker, 
that some of my friends on the Opposi­
tion benches have become quite dumb. 
There was no clause in the agreement pro­
viding for an increased purchasing price in 
the event of increased costs of production in 
the Bowen State coalmine. The ya]uc of 
the Bowen coal could rise to £2 per ton at 
the pit head, and the cost of production could 
rise to 20s. per ton, yet Mr. Sleigh could 
still demand 500 tons every twenty-four hours 
at the price of lls. 5d. per ton. I ask you, 
Mr. Speaker and hon. members, if the hon. 
member for Paddington, as the S"cretary 
for Mines, had really given detailed atten­
tion to this agreement; for, if he <lid so, 
as the 'responsible head• of his <'!apartment 
,and the responsibh agent of the Quconsiand 
Government, acting as trustee of public 
monPy, wou:d he have appended his signature 
to such a document? Certainly he would 
not. Having studied the terms of this won­
derful agreement, perhaps it will now be 
interesting to find out how it has actually 
worked out in its operation. As hon. mem­
bers will remember, the agreement was signed 
in May, 1927, and W'1S for a pcriocl of three 
years. In the following financial year-that 
is, 1927-28-Mr. Sleigh disposed of 5,082 tons 
15 cwt. of coal. Although--1 stand cor­
rected-the hon. member for Paddington said 
.:Mr. Sleigh never sold an ounce in the !lrst 
twelve months, I say he sold 5,082 tons 
15 cwt. at an average cost to himself of 
lls. 10~d. per ton, though the cost of produc­
tion was 13s. lOd. per ton. In the financial 
year 1928-29 he purchaeed 27,402 tons of 
coal from the Bowon State coalmine, for 
which he paid at an average nte of approxi­
mately lls. 4d. per ton-the cost of produc­
tion being 14". per ton. (Opposition inter­
jection<.) I can word my own speech with­
out the assistance of hon. members opposite. 
as they will be quite satis!led to admit when 
l am !lnished. 

GovERNn!ENT MEnlBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR ::Vlll\'ES: Over 
the whole of the period up to 30th .J uno 
last, the average price l\'Ir. Sleigh paid for 
coal purchased from the Bowen State coal­
mine worked out at lls. 5d. per tor.. I want 
hon. members to keep that figure in mind, 
because tlw hon. member for Paddington has 
questioned the accuracy of my statement as 
to the pro!lts made by Mr. Sleigh uncler 
this agreement. That is what I am now 
coming to. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. gentle­
man has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

[Hon. E. A. Atherton. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Crmwrron) : I beg to 
move-

" That the Secretary for Mines be 
granted an extension of time to enable 
him to complete his speech." 

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of 
hon. members that the Secretary for Mines 
be granted an extension of time·? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I par­
ticularly desire to thank hon. members for 
their courtesy in granting me an ext-ension 
of time, for I can assm·c them that this is 
a most important question. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR l\!II::\!ES: It has 
already· caused a great deal of discussion in 
this House, and it will not be my fault if it 
does not create a lot more discussion. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOH MI'\'ES: In 
answer to a question asked by the hon. mem­
ber for Cook, on 27th August last, I stated 
that Mr. Sleig-h had received a concession 
worth 5s. per ton of coal, equal in value for 
his purchases fer last year to a sum of £6,884, 
or a selling commission equal to 30.6 per 
cent. Those are !lgures I glwe to this House 
the other day, and I am prepared to stand 
by them, irrespective of the statement made 
by the hon. member for Paddington that they 
were not corrt'ct. I de!lnitely state that they 
arc COITGCt. 

Mr. BRUCE : They are the gross figures. 

The SECRETARY FOR iVIINES: The 
late SecrE'tary for Mines look exception to 
my calculations. 

Mr. COI,LINS interjected. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can 
prove that the hon. member for Bowen has 
not the faintest idea of what he is talking 
about. ThE' hon. member for Paddington 
stat,od last vVedrwsday !hat the sales profit 
could not be calculated until we knew the 
price at which Mr. Sleigh sold the coal. That 
is perfectly true, and it is an important 
matter for consideration. 

1\'Ir. POLLOCK: Plus his costs. 
The SECRETAHY FOR MINES: It is, 

quite true also that I ttn1 not in possession 
of the facts of Mr. Sleigh's transactions--

Mr. PK\SE: You will be. 
The SECRETARY FOH MINES: Al­

though I do know of one sale of Bowcn 
coal to New Zealarrd at 23s. per ton f.o.b. 

:ur. l3RAND : By Sleigh? 
The SECHETARY FOR ~HNES: There 

is no demand for coal for ="' ew ?;ea land 
bar through :!dr. Sleigh, and he got 23s. per 
ton f.o.b., which is equal to 19s. per ton at 
the pithead. Therefore, on that lot of coal 
alone we know· he made a profit in the 
vicinity of 8o. a ton. I considered that I 
rnade a verv conservative estimate of 
~~.fr. Sleigh's prolits under this agreement, 
and I see no re "son in the world w by I 
should alter that opinion. Hon. members 
opposite cannot refute the statements I have 
made. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Why did you lea Ye ,ome of 
that man's report out? 

The SECRETAHY FOR MI::--;ES: I am 
making this speech. As I have admitted, I 
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have not any exact knowledge of lVIr. Sleigh's 
tramactions. He has never given any infor­
mation to the department: he is not that 
·type apparently, but probably for very good 
rea~on~ of his own. It is quite evident that 
the overseas trade he has developed is of 
very little value. and it certainly does not 
justify the sale of nearly 40,000 tons of coal. 
mostly for other States-not overseas-at a 
loss of approximately 2s. 6d. per ton or the 
selling of Bowen coal at lls. 5d. per ton 
,.-hen the present value at the pithead is in 
the vicinity of 19s. per ton. 

J\Ir. Cor.LINS interjected. 

The SECRETAHY FOR MI"iES: Appar­
C'ntly the hon. member for Dowen has no 
idea of what a voice I have got. (Laughter.) 

Mr. COLLINS interjected. 

The SPEAKER : Order ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I will 
grease the machinery directly, and they will 
Le wound up by the time I am finished. 
(Renewed laughter.) 

I h:tvc given the House sufficient informa­
tion, I think, to prove that i.he Sleigh agree­
ment which the late Minister sought to excuse 
on Wednesday last is one of the most disas­
trons of a large number of similar trans­
actions during the regime of the late 
GoYernment. Ko one with any gumption. 
would tnter into an agreement to sell coal 
at a fixed price for a period of three years 
,,-ithout any proYiso to cover increases in 
·yalue or increases in cost of production. It 
1c only natural that anyone entering into 
an ac:reemcnt of that nature would make 
1n·ovi~ion for a sliding scale to cover increase.-) 
·ot· clccrc .. ses in cost of production: vet the 
Sleigh agreernent had no such provi;o. 

I>Ir. BnAxn: It is not a nsnal practice in 
tbe cod industry, either. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\~IKES: :\o one 
would a')rce_ to sell 500 tons of coal without 
any obbgatwn on the part of the other 
person to take any specified quantitv; nor 
would flny sane person agree to sell at a 
loss of 2s. 6d. per ton for interstate trade 
\Yhon any number _o~ equally competent 
age!'ts would he wtlhng to perform the 
s('lhnr; ~orv1co at a small com1nis.sion of 
1 or 2 per cont. 

BPforc concluding I wish again to refer 
to the statemc11t made by the late Minister 
that he paid particular· attention to that 
-,grecmcnt, which he says he made with the 
Ye~y. hes~ intentions. I do not think so. My 
npimon 13 that the late Minister harl a verv 
,-ague knowledge of the document whicL 
lJc \Vas signing. 

Again I sa:, it must haH> benn a master 
mmd that conceived this particular b·ans· 
·action, and the late Minister \Vas n1erely a 
tool in the hands of some other person. I 
honestly behevo that the late Minister wa" 
n'?t a party to !hat transaction. He signed 
With h1s ~yes blmdfolded, and, after signing 
1t with hts eyes blindfolded, be comes hero 
<~nd says he knows exactly what is in it. In 
that connection I desire to offer the House 
some evidence which I feel sure will be 
accepted by hon. members as it can be suh­
>tantiated right up to the hilt. I have in 
my hand a statement on this subject signed 
hv Mr. Frederick Hart of the Ab0rdare 
-collieries, Ipswich. I propo···e to reaJ this 

statement for the information of hon. 
rnembers-

" Prior to 1927, my father, John Henry 
Han, bought certain coal lands and 
secured options over adjoining lands in 
Ipswich which contained the well-known 
Aberdare coal seam. To prove that this 
land contained this seam he went to 
considerable expense in putting down a 
diamond drill bore, which proved that 
this seam continued to at least 1,300 
feet. 

" He then secured a report from ,John 
McGeachie, who is recognised as a lead­
ing mining engineer, and as this report 
was very favourable, hP drew up a 
prospectus for a company with a capital 
of £250,000. 

" When this was completed, he sent 
a representative to Melbourne to inter­
view H. C. Sleigh. whom he heard might 
be favourable to joining the company. 

" 1\fr. Sleigh became interc,ted to u,e 
extent of sending a 10-ton sample to, I 
believe, Manila. He then came to Brio­
bane, and to all concerned appeared to 
be most favourably imprl'Scced, and 
agreed to join the board of directors. 

" 'l'he question of exporting coal then 
arose, and Mr. Sleigh said he could 
arrange the matter, the only question 
being the rebate of port dues of 9d. per 
ton on export coal. This rebate was at 
that time gazettcd ovcry six mon~hs, and 
Mr. Sleigh pointed out that if he sig1wd 
a contract at a set price with any over­
seas clients and that he then lost tho 9d. 
per ton rebate, this would affect the busi­
ness considerably. 1-Ve then sugge*ted 
that he should see the ::.V1inister for 
:\iines a.nd see what could be done in 
the matter. 

"Mr. Sleigh, Mr. Froderick Lionel 
Da\'\'~on, and n1vself intrrYie·~·.,ed the 
Minister for MillC'S on or rrbout 3rd 
Fobruar:.o, 1927. lllr .• Jones quite rcalisf'd 
the position we were in and said he would 
do all in his power to help ns, but this 
matter was outside his dopartmeut. 

"1\fr. Jones rang the Premier, Mr. 
}lcCormack, and arranged an appoint· 
ment for us for the next day. :Mr. 
Dawson, Mr. Sleigh, and myself then 
went to intcrvi<·w tbo Premier, • and 
explained the position fully to him. He 
stated that he realised our position but 
for certain reasons he did not think it 
ac!Yisable to pass an .\et of Padiamont 
making the rebate of 9d. per ton per­
n1nnent. but he ga Ye us his a~surance 
that so long as lw remained Premier of 
Queensland the 9d. per ton rebate would 
be n1ade. This arrangement was quite 
satiefactory to Mr. Sleig-h, and after 
talking for a few n1inutcs we rose to 
leave the room. Mr. McCormack walked 
to the door with us and shook hands 
with all of u.-.-, but as we wcrf' going 
out of the door he saiJ, 'Mr. Sh,igh, I 
would like to see you for a few minutes.' 
Mr. Dawson and nwself left the room, 
and it was fully half an hour before 
1fr. Sleigh came ant of the room. On:: 
susplrions wf're arous0d bv this, and WP 

asked Mr. Sleigh if :VIr. iV1eGormaek had 
been trying to sell him Bow<m coal. He 
said, 'Well, no, not exactly.' 

" After this interview, Mr. Sleigh went 
suddenly cold on our proposition, and 
returned to Melbourne without giving uo 
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anything definite as to his intentions. 
vVe made further inquiries. and from 
information received we understood he 
was making arrangements to buy Bo1Yeu 
coal. 

"A little later, Mr. Dawson went to 
Sydney and called at Mr. Sleigh's Sydney 
office. After considerable trouble he 
found out that Mr. Sleigh lutd left for 
Brisbane the following afternoon. Think· 
iug that it 1vas on our business. 11r. 
Dawson immediatelv wired me. and I 
met the Sydney ma.il that e\·cning. and 
:\fr. Sleigh seemed most surprised to see 
me there. Howcwer, he did not sa: 
even then that he had turned our pro­
position down, but told me he was going 
to Bowen to inspect some cattle. I 
naturally knew that Bowen coal '""' 
really his mission to Bowen. 

"In my opinion, it \Vas entirely ~1r. 
McCormack's fault that ;\;Ir. Sleigh 
turned this proposition down, a' prior 
to seeing him he appeared most enthu­
siastic, and I must say that the 2\linister 
for l\1incs was most courteous and did 
not mention Bowen coal to Mr. Sleigh, 
and also assured us that he would giYe 
us any help he possibly could." 

That is l\1r. Hart's statement, and, if 
am·one studies it. they can see its truth for 
themselves. -

I do not wish to labour this matt<'r very 
much lotger, but I think I have shown quite 
conclusively the facts with regard to this 
contract with Mr. Sleigh, which originated 
with the late Premier, Mr. McCormack, and 
the late Secretary for Mines, l\1r. J ones. 
and I repeat that, although the latter signed 
it, he had a very imperfect knowledge of its 
contents. The public of Queensland have 
sustained a huge loss through giving to 
:VIr. Sleigh the right to demand 500 tons of 
Bowcn coal per dav at a cost from 4s. to 6s. 
lower than the p;icc charged to all other 
purchasers. lVIr. Sleigh was not required 
to take any coal; he ::.JUld take it or lea Ye 
it. to serve his own interests. There 'vas no 
proYision whateYer in the contract to cove1· 
increased production CO\ ts or increases in th,-· 
value of coal. The result has been that for 
several months Mr. Sleigh increaced his 
demands for coal, and the Government were 
forced to supply him under his contract. 
In consequence a profit of £226 .for the four 
weeks ended 9th Fcbruarv 1929. was turned 
into a loss of £360 for th·~· four weeks enc'cd 
9th March, 1929. Thr- following four weeks, 
ended 6th April, 1929, showed a loss of 
£480. 

:\fr. HANLON: From what are you qt.uting? 

The SECRETARY FOR J\HKES · I am 
quoting my supervisor's report, which 1s 

sent in monthly. 

GovERN}!ENT ME:I!BERS : Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR MI'i"ES: I 
honestly thought that. with the i~telligcncP 
the hon. member is blessed with, he v;oulcl 
know that without. asking the Clllestion. 'The 
cause of these losses as l\lr. Sleigh and his 
contract. 

The supervisor of State coalmi1ws. in his 
report dated 28th JnnP, 1929, as well as in 
previous reports, leaYes no room for argu­
ment. In that report he stated-

." Sleigh's cor;tract was again respon­
sible for Bowen s loss, and while he con-

[ Hon. E. A. Atherton. 

tinues to take the major portion of the 
output losses were to be expected, a· his 
price is much below the cost of produc­
tion, and an average of 4s. below general 
prices. The sooner the contract ter· 
minated the better. In my opinion, it 
serve.;; no useful purpose." 

In conclusion, I can only say that Mr. 
Sleigh's gain is Queensland's loss, and those 
responsible for this sorry piece of business 
will And it verv difficult to make excuses m· 
satisfactory explanations for their action in 
this matter. 

I might say also at this juncture that I 
had not heen in mv office a week before 
:\Ir. Sleigh wanted a renewal of the agree­
ment. :\aturally he would want a renewal. 

Hr. KENNY: Did you give it to him? 

The SECRETARY FOR !III'i"ES: Did I 
give it to him ! Does the sun rise in the 
west? (Laughter.) ·within the last three 
weeks he has offered me an additional 5s. 
per ton for any e'<:tra coal that I can supply. 
If this man is no"· prepared to offer 5s. per 
ton more for anv extra coal that I can 
supply, it shows c~nclusively that he is mak­
ing a profit of at the very least 5-. per ton, 
because I do not think Mr. Sleigh i> so 
patriotic that he is going to pm·chase coal 
just for the sake of beinghelpful to Quc·ens­
land. 

I think I haYe shown that t.he Bowen 
State coalmine. where Mr. Sleigh CX<'l'­

cised his option shows a loss. Any 
month when he does not exercise that option 
and buys very little coal, the Bowcn mine is 
capable of showing quite a rca.sonable> profit, 
which substantiates mv statement that thc> 
more coal we sell to Sleig.h the more monev 
we lose. A certain amount of this coal is 
sold in Australia and a certain al''Ount over­
seas. I had the figures in my ha.nd. but I 
have mislaid them, nnd I shall not keep 
hon. members any longer on this question. 

The present Government have fulfilled 
their promis0s right up to the hilt. Hon. 
members oppociite apparentlv {'annat reason. 
One moment thev find fault with the Go­
vernment for keeping our promines. and the 
next t,hey find fault because they say we 
do not. 'T.hat has been going 0'1 ev·•r since 
I have been sitting in my scr,t in thi~ 
Chamber. I am content to leave the ma'te1· 
in the hanrls of the public of Q:ic<msland. I 
am quite sure. as I said befor", that people 
who are net a,; narrow in the; forehead as 
a sar-dine will look at the matter in a broad­
rninded n1anner~and no ordinary bnsinc<.;s 
1nan can look at it in anv other ,,·nv-and 
will admit that what I. have s1irl here> 
to-night fully substantiates my argument. 

GoVERN}!ENT ME}1BER'' : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. POLLOCK (Orroory): Under the 
pro,-isions of Standing Order No. 298, I ask 
that thl' documents from whic!I the Secre­
t,Ar:v for I\linc>s vvus qnoting be laid on the 
table of the House. I do this because we 
haYc reason to distrust him. He left out 
rrnothN· very important statement from 
another docurnent. That n1an 'vould say 
anything. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : It will be nc·.,essary 
to send a detective to watch them. 

Mr. POLLOCK: You must put them in 
·-the whole of them. 
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Question-That the papers quoted by th<l 
Secretary for Mines be lair! upon the table 
.of the House-put; and the House di,-ided :-

AYES) 20. 

Mr. Bedford Mr. Hanson 
Bow Hynes 
Brassington Kinvan 
Bruce Pease 
Collins }'olloek 
Conroy Riordan 
Dash Smith 
Dunlop Stopford 
Foley \Vellin;;ton 
Hanlon \V instanley 

Tel/n-s: Mr. Foley and ~lr. Hanson. 

NOES, 37. 

;\ir. A therton 
Barnes, G. P. 
Barne , \V. H. 
Bell 
Boyd 
Brand 
Butler 
Clayton 
Costello 
Daniel 
Deacon 
Duffy 
Eel wards 
Fry 
Griinstone 
Hill 
Jamieson 
Keloo 
Kenny 

)lr. Kerr 
Dr. Kerwin 
lV[r. King 
JUrs. Longman 
Mr. JVIacgroarty 

Maxwell 
l\i~rgan 
Nimmo 
Peterson 
Piunkett 
Roberts 
Russell, H. M. 
Russell, IV. A. 
Sizer 
Tedman 
'rozer 
V\'alker, H. F. 
Warren 

Tellers: Mr. Hill and .:\Ir. Kerr. 

Re ·olved in the negative. 

Mr. POLLOC:K ((,',·cgory): Mr. Speaker, 
i-peaking on a <]uestion of privilege, I ask 
that the paper.' in connection "ith this mat­
ter referred to by the Secretary for Mines 
be placed in your charge and kept in your 
custody until this House has had an oppor­
tunity of seeing them. \Ve arc afraid that 
lhey will be "cooked." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Loyan): If 
the hon. gentleman would onlv show a little 
patience for a few moments, f would be able 
to tell him at the adjournment of the House 
that the desire of hon. members opposite will 
be given effect to, and that the papers will 
be laid upon the table of the House. 

:Ylr. POLLOCK : It is time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: That announcement will be 
made at the proper time--that is, on tho 
adjournment of tho House. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): In Lhe interval 
between now and the adjournment of the 
House there is an opportunity for the 
removal of >Japers. (Government interjec­
tions.) I ask you, Mr. Speaker, to take 
possc,sion of the papers, in order that they 
1nay bo safeguarded. I ask you to do so 
in order that our rights may be safeguarded. 
.\n important extract was left out of ono of 
the papers quoted from previously by the 
Secretary for Mines. Two of our members 
inspected those papnrs, and the,- found that 
extract. which was not quoted by the 
:\'linister, but was deliberatelv left out. \Ve 
fear that some of those papers will be 
removed, therefore, we ask that the:; be 
placed in your charge now. 

A GOVERNMENT MniBER : You are used to 
yo-ur own tactics. 

l\!h. KELSO (1Tundah): Mr. Speaker, on 
tht' question of privilege, during the t;ime 
that tho division was being taken a lot of 
cross-firing was going on, nncl the Leader 
of the Opposition directed to the Secretary 
for Mines, who had just spoken, this state­
ment-" that he paid 20s. in the £1," 
insinuating that the Secrdary for Minh had 
not paid 20s. in the £1. I ask the hon. 
membc1· did he sa'' that·: If he admits that 
ho did my so, then he should withdraw. 

:\Ir. W. FORGAN Sl'diTH (Maclap): A 
number of recrin1inations and interjections 
were being flung to aud fro across the Cham· 
ber during the time the division W'S being 
taken. Quite a number of them I cannot 
noc, remember. Quite a number of refer, 
cnccs WC'l'C made to tnysclf, and, in reply, 
I ,aid, "There is ono thing I always do, 
and that is I always ray 20s. in the £1." 
Thnt is a Yerv honoura~)lc course to pursue, 
and I do not think there is anything in 
t.lu.t rCinark to take e:;::ccption to or to vvith­
dra\V. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member for 
Gregory h<-:'~ asked that certnin r1apers fron1 
which tbe Socrotar:· for :V!incs quoted in 
the cmnso of his speech should be placed in 
m1· custoch'. I shall leave that matter 
ontirolv in, the hands of the :VIinic,ter. If 
the h~n. gentleman wishes to place the 
papers in my custody, they "\rill be taken 
ea re d. The Hou"' has the assurance of 
th Deputy Leader of the Government, 'vho 
told me before the hon. member for tlregory 
made the request, that the papers in ques­
tion would be placC'd on the table of the 
I-1ouse to-morrJw. I an1 not going to ask 
the Minister to place them in my custody 
unle'" he wiohes to do so. 

The H01IE SECRETARY : vV e are not going 
to take his orders, either. 

The SPE.\KER: If the Minister wishes 
to place the papers in my custody, I will 
"ccept them and take very great care of 
them. 

~\!Ir. POLLOCK: ·where are the papers now? 
\Vhy dr,m't you put them on the table of the 
House 1f you have got them? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We are the 
Govcrn1nent--not you. 

:Mr. KE>rNY: \Ve have the whip hand now. 

Mr. DANlEL (Keppcl): In the first place, 
I desire to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, 
on your elc,·.al.ion to your hig·h and honour­
able office. 1 trust. that you, Sir, will be 
blessocl with health and wisdom to enable 
you to cany out the duties appertaining 
t~ yo-ur high position with credit to yourself 
and with eatisfa et ion to the House. 

I desire also to congratulate the hon. 
member for Bulimba on being the first lady 
elected as member of thi,, deliberative 
assembly. May that good lady prove a 
tower of strength in the midst of the mem­
bers of this As,embly. 

I also congratulate the mover and seconder 
of the motion for the adoption of the Address 
in Reply on the able and eHicient manner in 
which they acquitted themselves. 

It. is with pleasure that I welcome the 
amending legislation which is fomshadowed 
in the Speech of His Excell.:mcy. The Attor­

ney-General very appropriately 
[9 p.m.] stated to-day that it was neces­

sary to be destructive in order tD 
be constructive, and I agree with the hon. 
gentleman as to the urgent necessity for the 

J.lfr. Da-niel.] 
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projected amending legislation. Speaking 
of destructive forces, what more deo;tructivc 
agency to the hrming community than the 
rural worku·,' award" The operation of 
that award meant that hundreds of men were 
thrown out of employment, because farmers 
could not afford to engage labour at th•l 
rates of pav prescrilied in th<tt award. The 
l'!Iect of the suspension of that award has 
been the emrloyment of scores of men in 
n1v OV\'11 djstriet. 

;rhe Government's jlltf'uiion with regard 
to the conversion of land fwm kaseholcl 
tenure to freehold tenure Yvill be \Yelcomecl, 
because und<T the leaseh::>ld system. with 
its reappraise1nent provisions, no induce­
ment was vivon to the man on 1he land to 
diect improvements that would l:avo tended 
to incren'e the wealth produchon of the 
State. In man.v cases lcasehol<l land \Yfl.s 
Yalucd at £2 10s. pc1· acrc when it was 
worth onlv 5s. per acre; in fa,ct, it \Yould 
have been" cheaper for the farmer to haYe 
purchased the land straight out. The unfor­
tunate part of the whole business is that 
legislation was passed by the. Lalxmt· Govern­
ment without any apprec1atwn of the effect 
~uch rnea.;:.ures would haYo on the farnnng 
communitv of the State. Labour's policy 
"as to lc(sislate for one class alone. 

The hon. member for Balonne made an 
app<;Ll the other day in which he spoke in 
sorrowful terms of the serious plight of the 
wool industrv which he stated, would have 
to be assistPd' in its Present trials and tribu­
lations if disaster wore to be averteJ. 

The hon. memhPr for Balonne has snddenlo· 
wakened up, and it has fallen . to his _Jot 
to advise the present Gov0rmnent to des1gn 
some m0ans b;· which to bring a ra0- of hope 
to the sufferers, to lighten thGir _loa? and 
cause the star of hope to hover ]Nlnly on 
the horizon. The hon. mcmbe1· for Balonne. 
br·ino- far-sio-htcd as well as beiug imbued 
with

0 

tho tn~e spirit of philanthropy, stcmly 
withho'ds from the right hand a knowledge 
of what pranks the ldt hand io up to. His 
Goyernment first colloctcd an average of 
£550.820 more land revenue per annum dur· 
ing the ton vcars between 1917-18 and 1926-27 
than was collected for the ten years immecli­
a.tE-h- prPcrdim; that golden period. '!'his 
gave them £5.508,208 of their victims' 
money with which to be g-enerous when the 
time cane to sntisfv their Jrienclo, the 
elcct-1rs. The quality ~£ the generosity of the 
hon. mc111her'c;o, Go\~f'rnnH'nt 1nav be gauged 
from the fad that £320,000 of the ill-gothcn 
nlunder has been returned in the form of 
;·ent rcbe_te-, that were necessarY. principally 
lJC>causc the gangsters repudiated rental 
ctgre-cn1PlJt:-, and h0ld. in rffect, that no 
aoyref'n10nt. nnrlertaking, or contract held 
,,,~at er if n, Ln hcur GoY0rnmcnt. dPcre-ed other­
'vjse. ThPir l,f'ncrosltv arnount;, to 5ld. in the 
£1 of extra land revenue collected. There is 
no record C'f hri;ands trPatin:r their Yictiln~ 
n1ore gf'nC'ron::;lv. All thP s::tme, it dciTI0!1-
;trates th~1t thn Grn:crnn1cnt ~.upport0d by thP 
lwn. member 'or Bnlonrc had hYo hnr.ds of 
''"idcly diiTPring caparitlc«-onc Yi.Thlrh ovPr 
th~ laf't t0n -yp:1rs <'O:IC'rhxl an nYf'l'c:t!!,'f: p<T 
vcar of £1,376 2S4 of land revonup against an 
aV('ff!.Q."(' OYf'l' the Dl'CC'C'rlinv tP-rl ~VC'ars of 
£825 444, while•. on thP other hand. they !!avo 
back to the rr~rk-rr11t0d ...,r~_d -rlrr.nr:ht-strick:r'n 
people the mog1ific0nt ·um of 5~c1. for ever)· 
extra £1 token. ::\"PP·nlP<< to state. the hon. 
member for De lonnc a if Pets a bland inno­
<·('n('O of ,,-l111t I hilVf' ~ajd concerning the· 
, ·xistPnce of the clutching hand of the late 

[M 1·. Daniel. 

Govcrnn1cnt ·which rnade such a u:lo1 ious 
sacrifice of so utarn: microscopic ch:ops of 
wr·rey that drip from the other btood­
stnined paw. 

The claims made bv the hon. member­
for Port Curtis on behalf of Gladstono 
'flVOU!' indPed of insincoritv to the Shte. 
At this juncture I do not 'intend to arguo 
as to the 1nerits or demerits of any port; 
Gut it may be as well to ask whether Rock­
hampton, whieh is thrc port for Central 
Queensland, with an unimproved rabble 
valuation of £1,500,000 and a pcpulation of 
30,000, is to be sacrificed in m-cl,"· to bolster 
up Gladstonc, with a ratable value of but a 
few hundred thousand pounds and a popula­
tion of a few thousand people. The present 
liabilitiee of the Rockhampbn Harbom· 
Board-thanks tn the blunders of the past. 
and for which the board is not altogether­
liable-can b0 met, and met o"ly, by re­
moving from the optic lensr·s that portray 
Brisbane as Queensland and focus• ing the eye· 
upon the State as a whole. L,,t us give to 
Central Queensland, of which Rockhr<~npton 
is the heart-pulse, that which is her just 
due as a terminal port by complying with 
ihe board's request for a loan to ensure 
that shipping shaH tra.de to Hockhampton 
\vharyes with the inward and out\vard 
cargoes that arc n<Jw commandeered by 
Brisbrme and despatched ov0r steel rails by 
the Railway D<'partment at a ]ocs, thereby 
piling <:leficit upon Llcficit on this depart­
ment's ba.lance-c'heets. This is due prin­
cipally to the stranglehold mismanaf':enwnt 
~-that destroying oc-topus called Socirdism, 
exercised in the nan1e and cause of hurnanit~v. 

I also urge and appeal to the Secret>try 
for R>tilways to cut out the tapering rates 
beyond terminal ports. Subject to these 
embargoes and ob&tacles being removed, 
the drift from the country to the ce pital will 
be stopped and the whole State will lwnefit 
therebv. It should not be overlooked that 
the pi·osperity of Brisbane is dependent, 
and .dependent only. npon the pl osperit,\- of 
Hockhampton and the great Central district, 
and which, if met four-square, would proYc 
a more prosperous and valunble part of 
QuePnsland. 
If the 'Treasurer intends to keep the local 

bodies up to the collar in th" matter of loan 
payn10nts. and if the loans arc to Le rP­
viewf'd. vvc wouJd almo't srC'nl to :;:pp ;:;onll' 

semblance of the be?:inning of sound finance. 
but the Government should go a bout th<" 
n1atter Yery c,'tutiou~ly. a'3 it n1ust do nothing; 
to i1npair ib debtors' chanc,'S to rnakc. good. 
In other words, the creditor should not com· 
petc in the same market as his debtor. Tlw 
real djffcrencr> bcbvccn f'conoiny and hc:if!g· 
nig-g-ardly with loan mono" mnst be kept 111 
sight. and Queensland, as a "-hole. mnst be 
k~pt in mind in its iullc t ,•.eonomic a'pN:t. 
If the Gov0rr1ment. ns a matter of cettlPCI 
policy, set out deliberatelv to att ,.,,, t the 
trndc of Rockhan111ton and othPr po-rts to 
Brisbane h> special raihdt:· rntt;s in eonl­
petition with ·,ea corriatre it wonld not be 
long- hdore thP debts of the ha,·bour boards 
concerned followpd thf' cr0ditor who had 
fllrht>d their le ;ritimat: trade. The (l,.bt; of 
all harbour brc:~rds nre src11rrcl onl·v bv the 
leg-itimate traclf' of tlw rf''pective ports pnd 
rlistrict3. and the moral dutv of the creel nor 
i, to assi't and not to destrov that trade. 
It ls ;1lso common sense, r~nd th0 practicP 
of holcling debtors to pavment and at the 
:;:a,mP tim~ drstro,;i ng their ability io pay 
is no longer fashionahlo. Any honourable 
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institution which loans monev will at all 
times ·assist the borrower rather than retard 
him in paying his debts. The late Govern­
ment however, did eYerything to destroy and 
hinder the debtor from being able to pay 
its just dues. Given her legitimate trade, 
Rockhampton will stand up to her debt, but 
shifting t!w trade centrf' of Contra! Queens­
land to Brisbane meo.ns that the only security 
for the debt of a rlead port ill Le in its 
dead plant. Queensland's transport pro­
Llems have attained a etatus which places 
them far above a departmental inquiry, and 
Rockhampton's port troubles arc unquP'­
tionably cansed largely by nn<?conoinic use 
of the railway.s in competition ,,-ith developed 
ports. There is no time like the pre•-ent for 
stating that the condition of the Rockhamp­
ton Harbour Board is the direct outcome of 
Government policy Nobody seems to know 
who accepted responsiLilit.v for the strict 
adherence of the late Labour Gov,'rnment 
to that policy, and noLody knows yet how 
far or ho\v long our prl"'::?nt Goyenunent are 
going to tolP.rate such false ('Conomy. Either 
the Government must state clearly that they 
favour crippling the whole of the provincia I 
towns on the seabortrd in ordc•r to build up 
a mighty metropolis with building:- coctin~· 
m-illions of rr1ont~y, or it wiJl bo 110Cet_;sar:v 
to make a ckan-cut issue on the question 
of reviewing the whole position of Queens­
land transportation by sea .. rail, and road. 

Labour terminated its political rci~n with 
fewer factories and brtory Pmployces in 
Rockhan1pton than at th0 cornrnc-nct1 lllf'nt of 
their term. Although thte population had 
increasecl hy 10,000 in tlw past ten year,, 
there W('re 350 l0ss cnlp1oyC'e.-. in factoriPs 
alon0. It is to lw hopNl that the prPscnt 
Goye1·nn1ent ar0 not g:oing to tn· to 01nulate 
the cxarnple of our late Covernnl('llL ThiLt:·­
f'ight years n ~o there rn; tlP into -"H.orkhmnp­
ton bv sea 30.588 more tons of cargo than 
came· in Ia.-::.1- year. Thc~0 {iQ,·urL ~how th0 
inward traffic to Ronkhampton-

By Sea. I By Rail. Total. 

-------1 
Tons. I 

~eom:;. Ton!". 
1891 126,702 I 70,579 197,281 
1928 96,114 I 768,685 864,799 

I 

Those fhz:urc ~ '""how a .decrease in s0a 
trafftc of 3''.588 ton,, and in rail trafhc an 
increase· of 693.106 tons. It is freelv men­
ilonPd in the dai!~- papers ihat t.ho dorrtlnis­
sioner for R,ilways ha· suggeeted that, if 
there were sufficient trafftc from Nortlwrn 
ports direct to the raih-•·ays to fill up the 
t•mpty trucks returning to Brisbane. he 
could make an additional profit of £160,000. 
Fancv a business man like the Cc.mmissioner 
fnr Raih~:avs trdking about making an addi-
1 ional :8160.0CO by filching it from someone 
clRe! The Commissioner for Railwavs 
act.uall:v forg·ch cvervthing bnt the railwaJ~! 
It matters verv littlu to him what sinks so 
long as the railways ·swim. A responsible 
Government has to deal ,,·ith the situation 
from a national point of view, anrl not from 
a parochial roint of .-iew. In his annual 
reports for 1924, 1925. and 1926. the Com­
missioner complained emphatically but 
ur1availlngl.v of the disadvantage nnc1er 
which the Queensland railways wore placed 
because of th<' tapering rates and f11res 
for the extremely long haulage of goods 
and passengers; but the late Government 
turned a deaf ear to him, took no notice, 

and carried out their disailh·ous job. How 
can the Commissioner reconcile one ~fntc­
ment with the other? He tells you 
that, if he is given carte blanche to carry 
on the administration of the railwvys,. 
he will be able to secure an additional 
£160,000. Yet in 1924, 1925, and1926 he con­
demned that system. To,day he wants to 
filch the trade from the various ports in the· 
North. It has been arguc.d and proved 
beyond the shadow of a doubt that the 
extreme long-haulage and tapering rates 
have caused a loss w the ports of many 
millions of pounds. On this watter I desire 
to quote the following extr.act from tlw 
Brisbane" Daily Mail" of yesterday:-

" It is satisfactory to learn from JYlt'. 
vv-. H. Barnes that the improvement of 
the navigation of the Brisbane River­
in other words, the preservation and 
advancement of Brisbane's reputation as 
a port for deep-sea shipping-is receiving 
the attention of the new Government. 

" Economy cannot justify the continu­
anc<J of dangers or difficulties in the 
navigation ot the river, whic.h could bee 
removed by a larger outlay for dredg­
ing operations. It would be defeating 
its own object by discouraging the use 
of the port, and so diminishing the 
pDrt revenues a:;j 1vol1 as doing dmnage to, 
the trade of the city and the State." 

Does this applv to Rockhampton, Gladstone,. 
and elsewhere, or does it apply only to Bris­
bane'! Is Brisbane Queensland? That is 
what I want to know. Have we in Rock­
hmnpton not a right to keep the Fitzroy 
Hivcr open to traffic? So long as the Govern­
ment do not allow the Commissioner ro 
interfere with tbe natural trade of a port. 
we will make the port pay. The article con­
tinues--

" Care of Brisbane port facilities i" a 
responsibility offering an opportunity to 
t.he new Administration to apply that 
greater busine" ability and more prac­
tical sense of com1nercial requirerr1e:nts 
which the public hopes have been 
brought to bear upon the g·overnment of 
the State." 

Rockhampton and thP provincial towns of 
Queensland ask the State Government for 
''n opportunity to show what they can do 
for the provinc·ia! towns and unless thev 
get a fair deal frorn the p'resent' Government. 
•:e shall have to simply agitate for separa­
twn. That is the only thing left to us-the 
InunugenH:llt of our own affairs. 

I take exception to a remark: made b~- a 
member of the Opposition the other dav. 
He statod, by way of interjection, that the 
11ew and youngO!' members of the Govern. 
mcnt Party would do as they wero told bv 
the leader of their partv. I wish t.o sav 
definitely that I int0ncl to be loyal to m~­
leadcr and the party so long as the Goverri­
mrHt earl')' out the policy which the Premier 
has cnuneiated. I am mrc that my leader 

. does not expect lovaltv from me beYond 
that voint. I also clesir'C to say that, if the 
LoJ.cler of t.he Opposition brings any measure 
forward that will be for the good of the 
country, I will support him. 

[9.30 p.m.] 

_'!:he SPEAKER:_ Orrl0r! Under the pro­
YJsrons of the Sesswnal Order agreed to by 
the Housf' on_ the 22nd August, the House 
now stands adJourned. On adjourning I wiU 

Mr. Daniel.] 
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giYc' the Deputy Leader of the Government 
an opportunity to state the business for 
to-1norro- :. 

:\It·. W. FORGAJ'\ S::\HTH (.llackay): 
}Ir. Spcakoi~, I dc.ire to raise a qucAicn of 
priYilcge. 

Tl"' SPR.\KRR: Order~ have 
adjourned the House. 

Tlw SECRF:Tc'd1Y FOE Pl!BLIC IX­
STJn;CTfOX (Hon. R. ::\I. King-, Lor;a .) : 
;\ fc\\v minuic-<1 ago the hon. n10rnbcr for 
Gn·~ory~-

, lr. POLLOCK ((!rcuory): I rise to a 
of order. If you, :Hr. Spcrrkor, h:tYO 

ncljourncJ the Ifouse, vvhat right has the 
lk•pnty LC'adcr of the Govcrn!-::.10nt to Sll·' 1k? 

T' c· SPE.\l{EH: Under th0 SLtnc1ing 
Orders l adjourned the House, but gaYe the 
Dcput.v Loauor of the GoYernmont the 
Ol1ll0l'tunity to state the business for to­
morro-w. 

The SECRETA~)~Y FOR PuBLIC I:"i­
STRGCTION (Hon. H. M. King, Lo;~an) : 
In announcing the business for to-rnorrow, 
I desire to state that. in connection \Yith the 
p_oint of ord,er raised by the hon. member for 
t,-n•gor",-, \VJ..len he pre~sod }u, contention to 
n diYision and \Vas defeated, the Gon:rn­
mc~~tc desire to place on the table of ihe 
Hon'e the cloc;,ments that have been quoted 
b~· the Secrotarv for JYlines. I therefore 
hnsc much plcosurc in laying thcs0 docu­
mc·nts on the table. The busincs· of the 
I-Ion<::.."~ to-rnorrow i~ the l'Csumptiou of the 
dclJ<lh on the Address in Reply. 

The I-iou."'e adjourned at 9.32 p.nL 

Question of Privile'!e. 




