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Address in Reply.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

TUESDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER, 1928,

The Seeaxer (Hon, C. Taylor, Windsor)

took the chair at 2.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.

FiNE INTLICTED FOR ADULTERATION OF MILE.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo) asked the Home

Secretary—

“1. Has his attention been drawn to
certain  proceedings in  the Brisbane
Magistrates Court yesterday, which
resulted in a certain milk vendor being
convicted for selling milk to which 6.5
per cent. of water had been added, and
for which crime he was fined £2, with
£1 4s. 6d. costs?

“2 Docs he consider the penalty
adequate?

“ 3. If not, wiil he take such steps as
are necessary to protect milk consumers,
consisting largely of children, from this
particular form of injury and robbery?

‘4. In the case mentioned, why was the

practice of inflicting fines equal to £1 for
every unit of added water departed from?
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‘5. Does the mecagre fine inflicted
reprosent the application of the Govern-
ment’s proclaimed policy of no interfex-
ence with private industry ?”’

The IHOME SECRETARY (ilon. J. C.
Peterson, Nermanby) replied—

“1. Yes.

2 to 4. The imposition of the penalty
was a matter entirely for the presiding
magistrate who heard the evidence, and
had all the facts before him. As the
questions involve a =erious reflection upon
the Chief Police Magistrate, who heard
the case, he was given an onpertunity to
report upon the matter to the ('rown Law
Department. His report is as follows:—

Brishane, 30th August, 1929.

William Henry Kelly ». Johu Templeton
Weod.

SELLING ADULTERATED MILE.
Lteport.

1. Copy official record of proceedings
attached hereto with special reference
to the statement of the Prosecuting
Crown Officer (Mr. Rohert Martin).

2. In consequence of Mr. Martin's
submission, In addition, the ycuth and
complete obvious inexperience cf the
defendant, and no water being found
in the cart, I chose to depart from my
universal practice of imposing a fine
of £1 for each per cent. of water.
. Again, to demonstrate the ignorance
of the defendant, he could have secured
insistent  legal immunity and non-
liability for his act had he obtained
from the vendor the guarantee pro-
vided by secction 129 of the Ilealth
Acts. The method adopted of measur-

ing the puuishment by £1 per each -

per cent. of water is mine, and mine
alone. Perhaps further attention may
be invited to Mr. Martin's statement
that since the date of offence on no
less than three occasions have samples
of milk then in process of sale by the
defendant to consumers been tested and
found to be of the required legal
standard. That officer also intimated
that the youth was not the owner of
any dairy cattle, but excrcised his
calling by purchasing from a wholesale
vendor,

“The submission of the Prosecuting
Crown Officer (Mr. Robert Martin), to
which the Chief Magistrate directs special
reference, was as follows:—

Martin for prosccution states—
Defendant a young man (about twenty
or twenty-one years), His father
bought him a milk run from a man
named Gadsby. About 3.40 a.m. took
delivery of milk in bulk (about 16
to 18 gallons) from a wholesaler.
About 5 a.m. sample taken which
which was later found to be adul-
terated (as per analyst’s certificate).
Defendant did not then know that
the milk taken was adulterated. Also
overlocked method of self-protection
by obtaining the guarantec provided
under section 129 of the Health Acts.
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Excuse was that he had pursued this
occupation for period of one week
only. Three samples have since been
talkken from this vendor and found to
be up to the standard required.

5. The Commissioner of Public Health
authorised the prosecution on the Z2lst
June last without any reference to me
or the Home Department, which is the
usnal practice. My attention was first
directed to the matter by the questions
of the hon. member. As the implication
of the hon. member is that the Govern-
ment has given instructions to a court
of justice to impose meagre fines in the
interests of private industry as against
the public interest, I have to inform the
hon. member that I gave instructions
some weeks ago for the institution of an
cffective motor transportation service for
the ingpectors engaged upon milk inspec-
tion. I desire also to mention that
several prosecutions have been made
since the Government took office, and a
numbker ave now pending, and not one
of these cases was or has been referred
to me or my department, nor have I
issued instructions with regard to any of
them, or in any way affecting the discre-
tion of the Commissioner of Public
Health in these matters.”

Propuction AT CorrinsvILLE Stats CosL

Mine.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Secretary
for Mines—

“ 1. What was the production of coal
at the State coalmine, Collinsville, during
each of the years ended 30th June, 1927,
1928, and 1929, respcctively?

“ 2. What was the average cost of pro-
duction during each of the periods
mentioned in (1)?

“ 3. What tonnage of coal was exported
during each of the aforementioned
periods?

“4. For cach of the periods mentioned,
what were («) the profits of the mine;
(b) the amounts paid in interest and
redemption to the Treasury; and (¢) the
amounts of royalties paid to the Mines
Department ?

“5, What has been the total profits
of the mine since its inception to 30th
June, 192897

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe) replied—

“1. Saleable coal produced—1926-27,
106,481 tons; 1927-28, 114,802 tons; 1928-
29, 129,100 tons.

“ 2. Average cost of production—I1926-
27, 15s. 1.2d.; 1927-28, 13s. 9.3d.; 1928-29,
13s. 11.95d.

“3, Export and bunker to interstate
and oversea—1926-27, 3,460 tons; 1927-28,
12,588 tons; 1928-29, 35,935 tons.

4, (n) Profits—1926-27, £6,079 14s. 6d. :
1997.28, £8,070 2s. 6d.; 1928-29, £4,718
17+ 10d. (») Tuterest and depreciation
1026-27, £5,601 18s. 6d.; 1927-28, £5,478
8s. 11id.; 192829, £5,478 3s. 11d. (o)
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Royaltics—1926-27, £2.754 16s. 1d.: 1927-
28, £5,528 15s. 2d.; 1928-29, £6,455 0s. 2d.
5. £46,173 18s.”

HARBOUR BoARDS OF Porrt

CHARGES ON Coan vor HXPORT.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Trea-

surer-——

“1. When was the system first estab-
lished of granting rcbates of port
charges, ctc., by harbour boards, in con-
nection with coal for export?

“2. What is the exact nature of such
rebates, and at what ports is it
applicable 7’

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,

Wynnum) replied—

“The rebate is not allowed by har-
bour boards. It applies to dues payable
on vessels under the provisions of the
Port Dues Revision Act Amendment Act
of 1920. Collections under this Act are
payable to consolidated revenue. The
concession was first granted in the year
1906, when a rebate of 9d. per ton was
allowed in respect of not less than 500
tons of coal for bunkering purposes {rom
any Queensland colliery, and it was
continued, at reducing rates, until 1st
July, 1911. The rebate was again granted
for the period Ist December, 1922, to
30th November, 1923, at the rate of 9d.
per ton on not less than 300 tons of coal
from the Ipswich district taken by over-
seas vessels for bunkering purposes. On
1st March, 1924, the Government decided
to allow a rebate of 9d. per ton on not
less than 300 tons of Ipswich coal taken
by overseas vesscls for either bunkeving
or cargo purposes. LThis concession is
«till in operation, and it was extended to
Bowen coal on the 1st May, 1924, to
Burrum coal on the 1st July, 1928, and
to Central district coal on the lst Novem-
ber, 1928,

“2. Any oversea vessel loading for
bunkering or cargo purposes 300 tons or
aver of coal is granted a rebate of dues
payable under the provisions of the Port
Dues Revision Act Amendment Act of
1920, not cxceeding 9d. per ton on the
quantity of coal so loaded; such rebate
not to exceed the amount of dues under
the said Act pavable on account of the
vessel, and, in calculating the rebate, the
amount of rebate allowed to the veesel at
all ports to be taken into account.”

Rammway CoMmIssioN oF INQUIRY.

Mir. DASH (Mundingburra) asked the

Secretary for Railways—

“1. As he admits that there are more
than two persons (in Queensland) quali-
fied to do the work that Messrs. Harris
and Cameron are capable of doing, why

¢ did he appoint the above persons in

preference to two Queenslanders?

2. What wages, fees, or salary Iis
being paid Messrs. Cameron and Harris
for their services as Commissioners?

8 As Mossrs. Cameron and Harris

are on holiday leave and on pay from
their employers (the Victorian
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Nationalist Government), does he con-
sider it is right and proper for Messrs.
Cameron and Harris to be also in receipt
of payment from the Queensland
Nationalist Government?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murille) replied—

“1, T cousider Messrs. Harris and
Cameron are two of the most suitable
men in Australia to conduct such an
inquiry.

2. The total cost will be made public
on completion of the inquiry.

3.1 am not concerned whether
Messrs.  Harris and Cameron are on
holidays or not, as the fact of being on
holidays will not affect them in making
a full aud thorough investigation.”

SottH BRISBANE-KYOGLE
Rarnway.

STAFTING OF

Mr., DASH (Hundingburra) asked the

Sceretary for Railways—

“In view of his reply to my question
of 27th ultimo re the staffing of the South
Brisbane-Kyogle Railway, will he give
an undertaking that he will staff such

train with Queensland railway
employees 77’
The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS

(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—

“1 have already agreed to receive
a deputation representaiive of the Aus-
tralian Federated Union of Locomotive
Enginemen in regard to a quota of the
work on the Kyogle-Sydney line being
performed by employees of the Queens-
land scrvice, and it is my intention to
see what can be doue fo secure a pro-
portion of the work for employees in my
department.”’

LRELEASE 0F OPOSSUMS PURCHASED IN
SPRINGSURE DISTRICT.

¥Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt) asked the Secre-

tary for Agriculture—

“ Where does the Department of
Agriculture intend to release the young
opossums purchased by that department
in the Springsurce district?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

(Hon. H. ¥. Walker, Cooroora) replied—

“ The Department of Agriculture and
Stock has released on IFacing Island
Sanctuary a number of opossums suffi-
ciently matured and capable of fending
for themselves. In addition, young opos-
sums are being liberated in the recently
proclaimed sanctuary on Westgrove
Station with a view to determine the
influence exerted by the opossum in cur-
tailing the losses in stock as a result
of the Sawfly pest.”

Errcrric Licur BY
Ramwway  DEpARTMENT TO0  BusiNEss

PREMISES IN HEMERALD.
Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt) asked the Secre-

tary for Railways—

“Would the Railway Department
favourably consider the supply of electric
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light to business premises at Emerald
from the railway plant?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replicd—

“The plant is not of sufficient capacity
to supply clectric light to the business
premises  at lummald Should repre-
sentatives of Emerald approach me and
submit a business piopmxtlon it will be
given full consideration.”

DIFFERENCE IN PricE oF COLLINSVILLE STATE
AND BUrrtM CoaL FOr KEXPORT.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen), for Mr. JONES
(Paddington), asked the Secretary for
Mines—

“ What is the difference in the price
of run-of-mine coal between the Bowen
State coal and the coal from the
mines mentioned by him for export, in
reply to a question without notice by the
hon. member for Burrum?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES
E. A. Atherton, Chillagoe) replied—

“ The price of run-of-mine Bowen coal
to Mr. Sleigh under his 1927 contract is
12s. per ton on trucks at pithead; the
price for recent sales from the other
mines in question for export was 26s. 6d.
per ton f.o.b., equal to 22s. 2d. per ton
at pithead, the difference being 10a 2d.
per ton in Mr. Sleigh’s favour.”

(Hon,

TXPENSES AND ATLOWANCES oF Mn. W. Foroax
SyITH oN TRIP TO NEW ZEALAND.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay)
Premier—

“1. What was the total of expenses
and allowances charged to the State in
respect of the trip to New Zealand taken
by the Honourable W. TForgan Smith,
while Secrectary for Agriculture and
Stock during 19287

“2. What was the date of his depar-
ture and return, and the period of his
absence on this trip?

asked the

“3. What was the average charge per
day for expenses and allowances for this
trip ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan),
for the PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore,
dubigny), replied—
1. 8613 0s. 3.
2. Departure, 9th January, 1928;
return, 24th February, 1928; 47 days
(lnC‘JuS]VQ)

“3. £13 0s. 10d.

ExPENDITURE By MaIN RoADS ('OMIMISSION.

Mr. BULCOCK {(Barcoo) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—
. “1. What was the amount actually
expended by the Main Roads Commission
during the last financial year on {a@) Main
roads; (b) developmental roads; (¢) main-
tenance of main roads?

“2. Of the actual expenditure by the
Main Roads Commission during the last
financial year under the Commonwealth
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Main Roads Agreement,
was contributed by

what amount
(@) Commonwealth

grant; () State svbmdy; (¢} motor tsxa-
tion ?
‘*8. What was the total amount avail-

able to the Commissioner for the financial
vear of (a) Commonwealth grant: (b)
State contributions; (¢) motor taxation ¥

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) replied—

“1 (o) £053,689; (B) £92.272; (o)
£180,596. i
“2. (a) £401,664; (b) £137,695: (o)

£163,553 paid flom revenues of \Iam
Roads Fund, which largely consists of
motor Vehlcle registration fees, (b) zxnd
(¢) comprise State subsidy under Federal
Aid Roads Agreement.

“ 3. Total amount

£625,608; (5)£448,000;

available-—(a)

(¢) £410,000.”

MexX DISCHARGED FROM IPSWICH
Station  CoONSTRUCTION  WORK
GENERAL FLECTION.

Mr. COOPER (Bremer) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

Ranway
AFTER

‘“ How many men working upon the
new Ipswich railway station. were dis-
charged some time after the recent
general clection?”

SECROTARY FOn TATT TX”
hed o) A 111

The A
fne URLiAR LULL - RAILLwWA

(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murillu) repl

“The work, which is Sltuated in the
hon. member’s electorate, was recom-
menced shortly before the last election,
and owing to Iits unproductive nature
was again suspended in May, when the
services of eleven men were dispensed
with.”

Mr. COOPER (Bremer) asked the Secretary
for Labour and Industry—

“1. Was any communication sent by
him or by his department to the Ipswwh
City Council asking that consideration ]pe
given Dby the council to the men qhs-
charged from the new railway station
upon any work undertaken by the council
with a view to the relief of uncemploy-
ment ?

9. What reply was reccived from the
council ?

¢ 3, What was the dale of the reply? ”

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate)
replied—

“1. Yes.

“2. and 3. None.”

Hospirarn DistrIicTs; PrREcEpTs LEVIED UPOXN
LoCAL AUTHORITIES.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) asked the
Home Secretary—

“ 1., What were the amounts of the pre-
cepts levied upon local authorities com-
ponent in the several hospital districts
throughout the State in respect to the
financial year 1928-297?
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‘2. What were the contributions pay-
able by the Government to the respective
hospital boards during the same period ?”

Questions.,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Peterson,

HOSPITAL BOARDS.

Questions.

The IIOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.

Normanbdy) replicd—
“1 and 2—

PRECEPTS LEVIED UPON LOOA\L AUTHORITIES AND CONTRIBUTIONS PAYABLE BY THE GOVERNMENT

DURING 1928——1929

and Thuringowa

Hospital Board. Component Local Authorities in District. ‘ Loci'lelétgft)?;nty &?}V’c(z\]r{:unéi?g
\
| £ s d. £ s d.
Adavale . Shirs of Adavale . . . 1,069 19 3 1,604 18 11
Atherton . Shires of Eacham and Tinaroo 2,165 3 6 3,247 15 4
Brishane and South Ci ty of Brisbane. Towns of Coolanuatta Red-| 31,896 8 0 47,829 12 ¢
Coast cliffe, and Southport. Shires of Beenlewh ‘
| (Abool(me, Cleveland, Coomera, Nerang, \
¢ Pine, Tambourine, Tnﬂhu‘pa. and Waterford |
Bundaberg City of Bundaberg. Shires of Gooburrum, ! 8522 8 0 12,783 12 0
i 1sis, Xolan, Perry, and Woongarra !
Cairns City of Cairns and Shire of Caitns . ! 5932 0 0 8,898 0 0
Central Bumett " Shires of Degilbo, Gayndah, and Mundubbera | 4,188 12 9 6,282 19 2
Cook Town of Cooktown and Shire of Cook ! 450 8 0 675 12 ©
Gladstone Town of Gladstone. Shires of Calliope and 1,545 12 0 2,818 8 0O
Miriam Vale
Goondiwindi .. . Town of Goondiwindi and Shire of Waggamba : 1,560 6 0 2,340 0 0
Gympie . City of Gympie. Shir¢s of Kilkivan, Noosa, 1,788 19 2 2,683 8 9
¢ and Widgee
Jericho .. Shire of Jericho .. .. .. .. .. 1100 16 7 1,651 4 11
Mackay City of Mackay. Shires of Mirani, Nebo, 3,358 38 5 5,087 5 2
Pioneer, and Sarina .
JMaryborough City of Maryborough. Shires of Burrum, 4,786 11 0 7,179 16 6
Tiaro, and Wooeoo
Port Douglas . . Shire of Douglas .. .. .. .. 1,091 14 8 1,637 12 0
Rockhampton . City of Rockhampton. Shirss of Duaringa, 7,303 4 1 10,954 16 2
i Titzroy, and Livingstone
Tambo (for period May Shire of Tambo .. .. .. ‘e 164 8 0 246 12 0
and June) _ .
Toowoomba .. .. 1Cltv of Toowesmba. Shires of Cambooya, 7,070 8 9 10,605 14 7
I Clifton, Crow’s Nest, Drayton, Highfields, |
I Jondaryan, Mxllmelrun, Pittsworth, Rosalie, i
. and Tarampa _ ‘ .
Townsville City of Townsville. Shires of Hinchinbrook 6,571 5 b ‘ 9,856 18 1
|

ADVANCES FOR RINGBARKING.

CONROY (Haranea)
tary for Public Lands—

Mr.

‘1. How many applications have been
received for advances for ringbarking?

2. What
advances applied for?

‘3. Are applications for advances for

is  the

asked the Secre-
mentber

of Mr.
total amount of complete

the

reply given
Cook by the Iiinister for
Mines, wherein he guoted the comments
J. Stafford, Supervisor of Mines,
important qualifica-

or were

tions omitted ?

the

relating to the Sleigh contract with the
State Coalmine, Collinsville?
“1{2) Was

for

hon.

ringbarking only open to pastoral lesseces
and lessees of grazing homesteads?

“4. As T understand £600,000 is avail-
able for advances for ringbarking, is
there any limit to the amount which may
be advanced to any applicant for an
advance?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. A. Deacon, Cunningham) replied—

“1 to 4. Negotiations with the Com-
monwealth Government have not yet
been completed in the matter of the
State obtaining a loan for ringbarking
purposes  under the terms of the
£34.000,000 agreement. Legislation speci-
fyving the terms and conditions on w hlch
,mfrh;nkmg advances will be made will
shortly be introduced.”

[3 pamn.]

PAPERS IN RE SLEIGH AGREEMENT FOR SALE OF
Coal FROM COLLINSVILLE St4TE MINE.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra), without
notue, asked the hon. member for Bowen—
“{1) Has the hon. member perused

the papers at the Mines DopmtmenL

“(3) If any important omission was
made, what words were omitted:”
Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) replied—
“(1) Yes.?
“(2) Tha reply given by the Minister
for  Mines omitted an  important
qualification.

“13) The words omitted from DMi.
Stafford’s comments were the following
paragraph, which should follow immedi-
ately after the word ‘ production’ on
the third last line of XMr. Atherton’s
repls to Mr. Kenny, as reported om
page 53 of ¢ Hansard ' —

If an outlet for slack were available,
then costs would Dbe considerably
reduced, and the inercased output by
export trade would also lower costs
of production, as overhead charges are
constant and are dividable by the
output. B

The papers disclose a proper effort to
build up the export trade from Bowen,
and do not disclose any justification for
the inferences drawn by the Minister.



Leave of Absence to Members, [3

ANALYSIS OF VOTING AT GENERAL
ELECTION.

RETURN TO ORDER.

The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—

Return to an Order made by the IHouse
on 29th August last, ‘on the motion
of Mr. Maxwell, showing the
detailed results of the voting at
the various polling-booths throughout
ithe State at the recent gouelal
election.

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on - the
table : —
Regulations under The
Acts, 1911 to 1928,
1928

State Children
dated 1st August,

Rule under The DPolice Acts, 1838 to
1924, dated 15th August, 1929.

LEAVE OF ARSENCE TO MEMBERS.

The SECRETARY FOR  PUBLIC
INSTRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Zogas).
for the PREMIZER (Flon. A. E. Moore,
Aubigny): 1 beg to move—

“That lcave of absence, for the remain-
der o this ' Session, be granted 1o
Mr. William MeCormuik, ’V[embm fou
the Eilectoral Distriet of Cairns, and
Mr. John Mullan, Member for the
Blectoral District of Flinders.”

Mr., DUNLOP (Zoclhampton):
“ Not formal ” to this motion for the pur-
pese of obtaining informaticn as to whether
there is any system existing in this Legis-
lature regarding hohdaVs or lna\e of ab~once
to members of Parliament. I undevstand that
the hor. member for Flinders was sworn in
before leaving, but that the late Premier,
ITr. McCormack, was not. I also saw onl«
a few days ago where a ruling was given
that, when a p'uhamelhalmn was away for
a full session, his seat was declared vacant.
H a medical certificate setting forth illness
has been tendered to the Premier by either
of these hon. gentlemen, there might be some-
thing in the motion, but. seeing that public
sery anfs to-day receive anly a certain amount
of leave of absence on fuil pay, those who
are the makers of the law should not reccive
preferential treatinent as against our public

1 called

servants. 1 would like to know from you,
Mr. Speaker, or from the Secretary for
Public Instrvcilon who is acting on behalf

of the Premier, what is the true position
in regard to the hon. member for Cairns
going away. So far as I am concerned,
what is right for the goosc is right for the
gander, and I, as a onc-time public servant,
maintain that thosze ouiside Parliament
should be treated just as liberally as the
late Premier is being treated, I called ¢ Not
formal” in order to get that necessary
information for the benefit of Queensland as
a whole.

Mr. W. FORGAN SAMITH (#ackay): The
hon. member who has just resumed his
seat apparently is not very well acquainted
with the courtesies and dccencies that are
usually observed in ihis Chamber. For his
information, I might say that a motion of
ihis kind is a courtesy muall_v axtended by
every Premier, no matter to which party he
may belong. The Government of which I
was a member over a period of vears very
frequently granted leave of absence to hon.
members. The hon. member for Fassifern
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is one hon. member that I call to mind who
received a similar courtesy. The position
with regard to the two hon. gentlemen men-
tioned in the motion is that the hon. member
for Cairns decided to take a trip abroad on
account of his health, His health has been
bad for a number of yecars, and he is now
undergoing a certain form of medical treat-
ment in J.ondon.

In addltmn to that, he has rendered very
valuable sorvice to Quoenaland in London.
As the 1)1(‘11’1](,1‘ and other Ministers know,
when ths question of preferential duties or
rebates on cxisting sugar duties in Greab
Britain was being dISClnaOd I, in consulta-
tion with the Premicr made certain r¢ pre-
sentations to the Tmpuul and Common-
wealth Governments. Iivery effort that could
be made br this party in conjunction with
the Government was made. In addition to

xlnt the services of the hon., member for
Cairns, as ex-Premier of the State, have been

availed of in Y.ondon as an advocate for the
important. sugar industry of Queensland.
Only this morning I received a letter from
that hon. gonﬂenmn intimating that he had
hau interviews with madu"]lv every Minis-
ior of the Cabinet in Great Britain, outlining
tho position as it aifected Qle(\ncland and
Australia, and, in addition to that. he had
been gi\'en the opportunity of addressing
an impeortant Dominions Committee of the
House of Commons on the case for the reten-
tion of the existing preferential duties on
sugar. In countless different ways, as the
Premier knows, the hon. member is making
use of his spee sal know ledge to advance the
best  intercsts of Qm‘onxla'ld industries.
Everyone who kuows the hon. member knows
that, prior to his lemmg Queensland he
was a sick man. He has been a sick man
for a number of years. He is carrying
cut very important functions in London on
behalf of Queenslund at the prasent time, and
the courtesy of the Premier in proposing
this motion is one that should appeal to every
member of this Housc. It certainly does te
me.

With regard to the hon. member for
Flinders, he also has been in bad health for
some time. He is taking the opportunity
to visit his native land, “and also to visit
France, to see the grave "of his son who vas
killed in the great war—a very commendable
and laudable enterprise on the part of any
parent.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hou. R. M. King, Logan):
The hon. member for Rockhimpton, who
called ““ Not formal” on his own initiative,

apparently does not understand the prmtlon
It has been truly stated by the Leader of
the Opposition that this granting of leave of
absence is a privilege which is granted to
members of the House., 'There is a pre-
cedent for granting leave of absence to
members of Parliament who are away. not-
withstanding the fact that they have not
been sworn. The Leader of the Opposition
referred to the case of the hon. member of
Fassifern in 1620, notwithstanding the fact
that he had not taken the oath.

Regarding the remarks made by the
Leader of the Opposition, I would like to
assure the House and that hon. member
that the Government are well able to look
after the interests of Queensland in Great
Britain potwithstanding that the hon. mem-
ber for Cairns is there.

GovERNMENT MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hon. BE. M, King.]
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Tha SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The hon. member for Cairns
ostengibly went to the old country for
health rcasons. We have our business to do
in the old country, and we know how to
carry it out. We also know that, in connec-
tion with the ihreatencd removal of prefer-
ence by the new Labour Government in
England, the Premier took all the neceseary
steps. at the time for the purpose of safe-
guarding the interests of Queensland; and
we are very well able to continuc that course
of conduct without the aid of the hon. mem-
ber for Cairns. 1 can assurc the Leader of
the Opposition that the interests of Queens-
land will be perfectly well safeguarded in
the hands of the Government.

GoveERxMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Question put and passed.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTON OF DEBATR.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.

Macgroarty, South Drisbane), who was
received with Government chcers, said :
Mr. Speaker, in commorn with other speakers
who have preceded me, T have great pleasure
in congratulating you on your elevation to
the Speakership of this House. 1 have no
doubt that your long parliamentary carcer
and experience, coupled with your undoubted
standing as a man of character in this com-
munity, will help you to preserve the high
traditions of the office to which you have
been called.

1 also take the opportunity of congratu-
lating the hon. mrmber for Bulimba and
the hon. member for Cook on the manner
in which they moved and seconded the
motion for the adoption of th: Address In
Reply. 1 would like to zay one special word
with regard to the first lady who has enteved
this Parliament of Queensland.

GovernMent S[EusEks: Hear, hear!

The ATTORNLEV-GENERAL: I have
been associated with her sufficiently long to
know ihat she i3 a very sworthy lady member
of Parliament. She is a most intellectual
and ladylike woman, and that makes us all
feel that her entry into Parliament 1s
desirable thing. {Hear, hear!)

Before proceeding with my speech, I think
it will be fitting to say that I consider that
1 stand on this front Treasury bench a very
lucky man, fully realising the great respon-
sibilities I am taking upon my shoulders,
appreciating the reasons why this position
has bren conferred upon me. and assaring
hon. members that I shall do everything to
carry out my duties in an honourable
manner.

Honovripue MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In speak-
ing to the Address in Reply, I want to say
that T was very pleased with His Excelleusy
the Governor’s Speech, 1 was very plrased
to hesr the Goverror deliver it, and I was
very disappointed to hear the Leader of the
Opposition deseribe it as a “dull. sordid
document.’”  Surch a description by the homn.
member made me lock round for a reason,
and I did not have to look long, because of
necessity the document had something to
<ay about the removal of the Leader of the
Opposition and his colleagues from the
Treasurs kenches. Of course, he 1s not
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pleased with that. But I think T can say
confidently that the hon. member did not
read the Speech as the people of Queensland
rcad it.  In addition to reading it under
circumstances which were not at all pleasant
to him, he did not have the great privilege
that you, Mr. Speaker, the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, myself, and other hon.
members  had of hearing His Fxcellency
deliver it in another room. He did not see
the glorious spectacle of the opening of this
Parliament nor did he hear that great
Speech delivered. He did not see the display
of enthusiasm, which would uplift anybody.
I"even thought that Labour supporters would
be ready to get up and cheer. Have you,
Mr. Speaker, cver seen a finer displav of
enthusiasm and confidence in this building ?
I was told by one Labour supporter that he
had been attending the opening of Parlia-
ment for many years and he had never
scen such a great opening. {Opposition
interruption.) Hon. member: opposite have
to remember that that opening was a remark-
able demonstration of the confidence of the
people in hon. members on this side of the
I*‘Iouse, and proved their support of this
Gevernment, whether hon. members opposite
like it or not.

Mr. Hynes: It was a great circus,
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It was a

noteworthy  demonstration; it was an
updouhted expression of confidence in the
Government by the people who attended that
function. That, I sav, may have been one
of the reasons why the Leader of the Oppo-
sition described His Iixcelleney’s Speech in
the way he did. He read 1t awav in g
quict room. and it reminded him that he
was one of the Government who had been
displaced from office. In reference to the
hon. member’s protest against the holding of
that opening in the Legislative Couneil
Chamber, as a member of the Cabinet T would
like to add that, as another hon, member
has remarked, it was simply for the reason
that one hundred and {ifty more people could
be‘accomm(_)datad there than here. That is
thé only significance attaching .to the fact
that the opening took place in another room.
Of course, it may be a fact—I do not know
because T have not had the nocessary ‘prei
vious experience—that the Labour (iovern-
ment, or the Labour v, could not de-
mand or command such pport and interess
1opeming their Parliaments ws to 1] that
Chamber, whereas we anticipating the large
number of people who would want to be

Tos ot
Lares

present, accommodated them t ir i
proent, o iheir satis-
.
The Leader of the Opposition also said

that our policy is not corstructive—thai it is

95 per cent.  destructive Pes i
& . stru o, crhapr he is
right: but what a SOTTY spectaele tl?,r. afto;

fou‘rtoeni years of Lahour Governmont,
sueressors find that ther must of necessity
be destructive rather than cosstructive ! Wao
—when I say “we,”” I refor to the membors
o_f this party who were then seelking admis-
ston to Parliament—went through the whol
rountry telling the people in no unmis-
takable terms that we should have to be
destructive in order to be constructive: and
they returned us to power on those lines.
It is a fact that, as a consequence. wo must
first of all pat our house in order, and
tho.n proceed with further constructive legis-
lation. Ever since I have heen a politician
and a member of the Cabinet requests to

their
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my own department for constructive legis-
lation have been numerous.
Mr. HaNLON : Why not get on with them?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will get
on with them in my own good timc; that
time will come. The time will come when
there will be law reform: when the State
will be working under a modern and con-
solidated Companies Act, and not one that
dates from 1863. There is any amount of
legislation that can be initiated in my depart-
moent, and that legislation will come in due
time after we put our house in order. The
requests have been numerous, but they will
be dealt with in good time.

The Leader of the Opposition, claiming to
know the problems of government, expressed
some doubt as to whether he should  con-
gratulate or sympathise with the Premier
on his success at the poll. My association
with the Premier assures me that he is
fully seized with the important problems
of government, and there are two foremost
reasons that impart that assurance so con-
vincingly.  First, his long and honourable
carccer in Parliament; second, the fact that
he sat for so many years on Opposition
benches watching the mistakes of the Labour
Party. For those two rcasons I am sure
he undoubtedly realises the problems of
government better than the ILeader of the
Opposition, and will solve them accordingly.
The Teader of the Opposition also said that
he realised that in the upward struggle
towards the ILabour objective—good old
objective I—there were many reverses that
would be sustained. I am very pleased that
the hon. member wused the phrase, ‘ Labour
objective.” and on this, my first opportunity
of speaking on the flonr of this Parliament,
T have no hesitation in saving that I have
nothing but ridicule for those members of
Parliament in Queensland and in. Australia
who pretend to stand for that Labour
objective.

Mr. DEDFORD:
vourself.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That iz a
deliberate falsehood. T never wished it at
any time in my life, whether in war time
or at any other time. I could not.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego): Mr. Speaker,
I rise to a point of order. Ts the Attorney-
General in order in ¢aving that my remark
was a deliberate falsechood?

The SPEAKFER: The expression used by
the Attornev-General j: not parliamentary,
and I ask him to withdraw it.

The ATTORNFEY-GENERAL: I withdraw
the exproestion, Mr. Speaker, but I say unhesi-
tatingly that at no period in my life have
I made any approach to any political party.
T was approached in the earlv stages of this
campaigi to stand for political honours,
which T did with success. T sav emphatically
that I was never hefore aseociated with any
political partv. As to saving that I ever
believed in the Tabour objective, I could
never sen~ anv common sense in endeavouring
to delude the people into the bhelief that
socialisation is practicable, I do not believn
that anvy member of Parliament representing
the Labour Party believes in his own heart
that socialisation is practicable.

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Of course they do
not.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

not one member on the other

You wished to bhe there

There is
side who
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believes that such a thing i1s possible. But,
Mr. Speaker, the Australian Worlkers’

Union and the other bodies controlling the
Labour movement insist upon it. I have
the utmost respect for those people outside
Parliament who believe in the socialisation
of evervthing. I believe they are honest in
their belief; and I have every sympathy
for them hecause we must recognise that
we, whether in Australia or any other part
of the world, are too selfish honestly to
bclieve in the socialisation of the things set
out ir the Labour objective. The socialisa-
tion of those things musi mean the establish-
ment of a comiacn fund into which every
person must place his and her earnings for
the common benefit of every citizen.

Mr. Beprorp: Nornsense.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We can
readily understand that Labour Cabinet

Ministers, who have toured the countrr at
a tremendous expense, do not believe in
such an objective. I say that with the
utmosi vespect. Those are my convictions.
and I have always held them. It is
ridiculous for any man to stand up and
say that I at one time desired to be in the
Labour movement. I have answered the
hsn. member who -izade that suggestion by
way of interjection just as I answered at
South Brisbane the same charge which was
levelled against me by the late Premicr;
but, for the reason that he is not present
in this House, and being charitably disposed
towards anyone who is not pre<ent when
T answer a charge, I do not intend to pursue
this matter any further. Suffice it to say,
in answer to the hon. member for Warrego,
that it is incorrect that I at any time made
any approaches to Labour to join the move-
ment.

! shall now proceced to pass on to what

arce the concerns of the Government to-dav—
the vital things that econcern the Govern-
ment. I first desire to touch upon the acute
financial position this State finds itself in
to-day. When the Labour Government
assumed office in 1914, the public debt of
the State stood at £56,000,000.

Mr. Prase: That is wrong.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: When they
left the Treasury benches the public debb
had inereased to £111,000,0600. The Labour
Government  which controlled this Ilouse
during that time must take some respon-
sibility for that increase. 'The members of
the late Government may try to argue that
the good they did and the moner they
expended justified that increase, and tha
the State in time will recuperate. We must,
nevertheless, vealise that there have been
millions  of pounds squandered in State
enterprises. and millions of pounds pitched
away in day-labour systems. That being
»0. wo must place at their door some respon-
sibility for the greal incrcase in ihe State
debt.

Mr, Hyxes: Give us a new record.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: T will zive
von anything you want.

Mr. Krrso: We will give you more than
you want,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I would
like to give the hon. member for Townsville
a message that he will, perhaps, be able
to take back to the people of Townsville,
who are looking for a reason for his
absence in that city as the parliamentary

Hon. N. . Hacgroarty.]
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representative of that city, during their
greatest woek in the year—their exhibition
carnival.

Mr. Hynes: You did not have the courtesy
to invite me up there.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
have the issuing of the invitations.

Mr. Hysrs: No, but you took three or
four up there with you.
_ The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
have the inviting of anyone.

Another concern of the Covernment is
land administration. Settlers have been
debarred from possessing the freehold tenure
of the land they have settled and worked.

My, BEDFORD:

I did not

I did not

Give us

scmething  you
understand.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The

ownership of land is a great bogey of the
Labour party. They claim that no one
should own the frechold title of land. Could
anything he more reasonably desirable than
a policy that the people who work and
cultivate the land should possess the free-
hold title to 1t? Vet the Labour Party and
the late Labour Government denied that
right to the people who work and develop
the Iand. Is that not a great concern of
the people of this State? Is this not a
matter that the people have, by returning
this party to office, demanded to have put
right? The Premier has never tired of
telling the people that the prosperity of
Queensland must come from the land.
[3.30 p.m.]

Mr. Coruins: We all know that,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: But, unfor-
tunately, most of us do not act up to it
As the representative of a metropolitan con-
stituency, I want to express my agreement
with the Premier in that statement. It is
essential that the people on the land should
not be hampered unnecessarily; and I staqd
behind the Premier and his Government in
seeing that every consideration is meted out
to those on the land. Those who put their
capital into the development of the land
and undertake such improvements as ring-
barking should receive the benefit of their
enterprise. They are doing work that will
mean increased wealth production, and every
consideration should be shown to them.

Mr. HyNES: When are you going to ring-
bark the Arbitration Court?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We will
ringbark the Arbitration Court at a very
early opportunity.

The rural workers’ award is another
matter to which I wish to refer. Perhaps
in dealing with an Address in Reply

criticism from one side or the other may be
productive of some good. Now, the Govern-
ment took the first opportunity of suspend-
ing or abolishing the rural workers’ award
because it hampered the man on the land.

My, PrasE: You did not do it in a proper
way.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition says that we did
not do it according to law., There is no
safer and more proper manner of doing any-
thing than doing it according to law. We
did 1t according to a law that was estab-
lished by the party of which the hon.
member is a member. If it was done by

[Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.
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the Tabour Government it must have heen
right; therefore, where is the sense in saying
that we did not do it in a proper mamnner?
The Leader of the Opposition says we were
flouting Parliament—that we should have
brought it before Parliament. The common-
scnse practical answer to that is that we
took action under an Act passed by the
Labour Government. How, then, can they
now take exception to it? Am 1 not fair
in criticising the Leader of the Cpposition
for saying what he did? And was he not
absolutely vidiculous when he stood up in
this House and said we were flouting Par-
liament ?

The hon. gentleman also says that he is
doing his best to keep the Government up
to their pledges. I hope he will, and T also
hope he means that, by keeping our pledges,
we shall receive the support of his party.
Speaking of pledges, what were the pledges
of the Opposition when they were in power?
Only a few years ago they promised child-
hood endowment. We never got that!
Pensions for widows and orphans.  We never
got them! No increase in railway charges.
We got those! Preference to Queensland
interests. We never got that! All these
were definite pledges made by Labour on the
eve of an eclection campaign; and 1 can
recall the electioneering pamphlets which
definitely contained promises that those
things would be put into operation. Vet the
Leader of the Opposition and his colleagues
join in this bright chorus, “ What about the
£2,000,000 and the 10,000 jobs?”

Mr. Hyxzs: What about it?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will telt
the hon. member all about it. We are not
going to alter that pledge, and we did not
say that we would alter that pledge.

Mr. Kirwav: The Deputy Leader of the
Government said so.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I have
heard hon. members opposite say that the
Premier said he would do these things
immediately. I defs any hon. member on
that side of the House to show me the word
“ immediately > in any of the cartoons or
advertisements to which reference has been
made. If T can be shown that word in any
of these cartoons or advertisements, then 1
will withdraw.

Mr. TPorLrock:
dozen ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1 only want
one. We are not expected in three months
to carry out all our pledges; but we will
provide that £2,000,000, and we will provide
worl for the unemployed in a reasonable
time. We told the people w0, and we have
to answer to the people, and not to the
Opposition. When it comes to the time to g0
back to the people of Queensland in three
years

Mr. Beprorp: You will not come back,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We chall
go back with the utmost confidence, and
we shall come back here again. When wo
go before the people again we shall go in
a proper manner, and we shall have accom-
plished the task we set out to do. But we
are not supposed to do it in three or four
months.  {Opposition interjections.) Hon.
members opposite have to join in th> chorus
like this., They have all to broadeast to
their electors, ‘‘Look how I attacked the
Government! Xook how I told them they

Do you want one or a
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have not fulﬁll d their promises in a couple
of months.”” 1 have not been in politics
very long——

Mr. BrDIFORD :
vou.

Tne ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If he gets
jealous of me, he certainly will never get
jealous of the hon. member for Warrego.
(Laughter.) I do not think there is any room
i this House fer parochial jealousy.

Another matter of great concern to this
ttovernment is the industrial position in
Queensland to-day. We consider that con-
ciliation methods are the most hopeful, and
that the assistance of the Arbitration Court
should only be invoked as a last resort. The
Leader of the Opposition—I want him to
listen to this—makes this admission:  No
systom that can be devised in regard to
Queensland  industries will give complete
satisfaction to all sections of the community.”
The Leader of the Opposition, after a long
period as a member of the Government of
this State, malkes that admission—‘No system
can be satisfactory to all sections of the
people.” It is time that & new Government
ot into power and introduced a system that
will be satisfactory to every section of the
community. That is the way in which we
are going to approach it. Weo are going to
introduce a system which we have every
confidence will be satisfactory to every sce-
tion of the community. What is the good
of a man who holds the views of the Lcader
of the Opposition in that regard being in
power and trying to grapple with the diffi-
culties concerning Queensland’s industries?
We hold that we have a system that will
give satisfaction, and we are going to put
11; into practice.

The Leader of the Opposition also said—
© One diﬂiculty in regard to arbitration is
that the que,uon is always regarded as a
political question.”” Let us set out by trying
to have 1t regarded as a question that is
not political.  We do not agree with the
hon. member in that statement; and we pro-
pose to introduce a system into Queensland
arbitration that will not be regarded as
political. If the people of Queensland,
whether they are employers or employees,
look at the question in a broad and unbiassed
manner, they will not vonsider it a political
question. There will’ be conciliation right
up to the hilt, and the Arbitration Court
will only be resorted to in the last analysis.
1 may be an optimist. and I am always
going to he an optimist. I am not going
Yo be like.the Leader of the Oppositicn, who
says there 1s no system that will satisfy every
section of the people. Where is anyone who
holds such views likely to get? Unless you
go before the people with a system and full
of confidence in your system, you may as
well stay away, because, if you go before
them as a pessimist, you will not get them
to work with you, nor will they adopt your
system and ideas and try to make them
practicable.

We hope to introduce a Bill on the lines
of the Trade Facilities Bilj: we hope to
establish a Bureau of Economics, and to use
the credit of the State to help to bring that
about. We hope to encourage the expendi-
ture of capital—and that is a point T wish
to stress. Tt is my honest opinion that in
Queensland capital has been withheld and
has not been expended in_ industries in a
manner in which the people would like to
sce. It was no use peovle putting money
into industries during the last few years

1929—~
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in Quecnsland. The taxation imposed did
not warrant it. Those with money could
not let it go. Thev withheld it on purpose
because of the position into which the Labour
Government had got the industries of the
State. It is a positive fect that the taxa-
tion on private enterprise absorbed 8s. 4d.
in the £1

Mr. BeprorD: Is that including Federal
taxation?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Under

those circumstances you cannot expect people
with capital to put it mto industry 1n
Queensland. We are going to seck the
co-operation of the people with capital,
giving them every encouragement and the
credit of the State, so that they may be
induced to -put their money into indusiry
and bring the industries of the State from
the awful position in which we find them
to-day. While therc wore over 2,000 fac-
tories established in New South Wales in the
period from 1914 to 1927, there were only
eighty-one established in Quoenaland Capltal
has been withheld because people would not
entrust it to Queensland during the reign
of the Labour Government. We have now
had a change of Government by an over-
whelming vote of the people of Queensland,
and we hope to encourage capital. We
believe that capital must have just as fair
a run as the people on the other side of
the industry. It is my honest opinion that
Labour members and Labour Governments
told the people, while not definitely believ-
ing in their theory, that they would not
tax capital in the hands of the working
people or the wages ol the workers, and that
people with capital should not be given a
due reward for the use of their money. That
is my interpretation of their arguments.
People with capital cannot be_done without,
and Queensland is in a bad state to-day
because of the lack of ecapital. Until a
Labour Government, or any other Govern-
ment, are prepared to give the people with
capital a fair run the Qtate must go back
further and further. We are determined
that people with capital shall be invited and
encouraged to pub their capital into Quoens-
land industries and receive a fair return;
just as we shall see that the working people
and the wage-earners also get a fair deal.

Mr. KIRWAN:
workers,

The ATTORNEY-GANERAL: "We realise
to the full that we are in power lo-day to
a large extent by reason of the working-class
vote.

Mr. Kerso: By the will of the people.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : By the will

of the working people almost as much as
b the will of anybody else; therefore we
must be regarded as being men of some
common sense. Having been returned by
those people, we realise that we have obligu-
tions to them, and we are not going back
on them. While we realise our obligations
to the working people we are not going to
tell them we are going to abolish capitalists.

Mr. BeEprorp: On what occasion did the
present Opposition say that it -wou!d abolish
capital?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: T said that,
from my own experience of Liabour people
and those who stood behind the Labour
movement. that was my impression of the
message they conveyed to the workinz reorle.

Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.]
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The T.eader of the Opposition also sald—

“T have not yet seern any indication
of that development in mdu%tx;, nor
have I seen any great expansion in the
amount of capital available for the
development of Queensland.”

How could he in three months? He and
his party were on this side of the House for
a number of years, and he was in the
Ministry for a number of years. It was his
Alinistry that drove capital out of Queens-
land; yet now he turns round and says that
after three months he has seen no indication
of any development of industry or expan-
sion of capital available for development.
T venturc to say that a different position
will exist in Queensland early in the new
year, when it becomes known what we are
prepared to do to assist people with capital
n a reasonable manner. Then the hon.
member will see a great expansion in the
amount of capital available for the develop-
ment of Queensland’s industries.

Another thing to bz remembered with
regard to capitalism, and one or which I
want to make myself very clear, is that I

believe wholehcartedly in the right to work,
I do not believe in any man being penalised
by any union or secretary of a union, or in
any way hindered in his right to work. I
want to make it perfeetly plain and clear
that I do not, and never will, believe in
preference to unionists.

Mr. Corning: What about the lawyers’
union ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I want to

make it perfectly plain that the reason
why I «do not belicve in preference to
unionists

Mr. Porrock: Is because wou are a
brarrister.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is be-
cause I have scen the people who have been
exercising and controlllng that system

making it a complete farce and so hindering
honourable men_ax to deprive them of the
right to work. If a man is able and willing
to work and there is a job for him to go to—
if you, Mr. Speaker, or I want to employ
him—why should he have to go to a union
to obtain permission? Why should a union
official have the right to say. “ No, I refuse
to you the right to employ him. You must
employ the man I select.”’ It is for that
reason that I do not believe in preference.
The right of prefercnce to unionists is not
prachcable in that form. The Labour
Administration plOV(‘d conclusively  that
they knew nothing about the legal profes-
sion. They ihoug‘it that anvbody could
occupv a legal position, and they only did
that becausc they thought to curry favour
with their Labour supporters. 1t is easy to
do these things up to a certain point, but
the people outeide wolke up to hon. members
opposite, and now they are in opposition.
The people put up with hon. members
opposite for a time, but eventually thev
drove them out of office. Fon. members
opposite thought anything was good enough
for the legal profession.

An Orprosttron MMEMBER: We amended an
Act of Parliament to allow moa to hecome
barristers.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I can
assure the hon. moember that that Act was
not passed for my benefit; it was passed for
somebody eclse. I passed my examinations.

[Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.
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I know hon. members will take my word,
but, if by any chance there are any of them
who will not do so, I can produce my certi-
ficates to show that I passed my exarsina-
tions. I say with all due deference to hon.
members on the other side of the Chamber
that during their term of office they did not
regard the legal profession—I say it with
the utmost diffidence and with the respeet
they deserve. The legal profession is an
honourable prefession.

Mr. Counins: We had one of them as our:
leader at one time.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Although
I say it mvself, hon. members opposite put
men without any qualifications into legal
positions, and they had no right to do so.
That is the position as I see it and as the
members of the legal profession see it.

I am very pleased to know that it is the
intention of the Government to amend the
Jury Act; and I shall be very proud to
have the opportunity of introducing the Bill
into this Chamber. There is another instance
of where the Labour Party endeavoured to
injure the legal profession. They made it
possible for persons twenty-one years of age
to be empanelled on a jury to decide matters
involving thousands of pounds in the com-
mercial world. They did that deliberately:
but theyv did not do it thinking that it was
reasonable legislation for the people of
Qucensland. They did it to injure the legal
profession.

The Jury Act was amended, not for the
betterment of the people of Queensland or
ths improvement of legislation, but with
the idea of inaking little of the legal pro-
fession and of anybody connected in any
way with the law. The Labour Party
helieved that, by making little of the law,
thes would be able to secure greater poli:
tical patronage.

Mr. Hyxes: Do you not think that the
present  judicial bench is equal to any
judicial beneh in Australia?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The beneh-
in Qm On\ldn(‘ to-day
Me. : Appointed by
Government,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon.
meniber has asked the question, so permit
me to answer it. The bench in Queensland
to-dax is a very strong, intellectual, and
satisfactory bench: but it was only on the
eve of the last elections that the Labour
Government  strengthened it in order that
they might command o little respect at the
«]n(lmm The last three appointments were
very commendable appointments.  Realising
that the people were strongly of the opinion
that they had not acted wisely towards the
legal profession. the Labour Government at
the  eleventh hour made three excellent
appointments to the judicial bench.

v, STorrorp : To what appointmenis do
}'0'1 object?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1 distinctly

\aul that the last three appointments were

a Labour

excellent; but some of the appointments by
the  Labour Government were not ﬂ'ood
appointments.

XIr. STOoPFORD: Name them.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I prefer
2ot: the hon. member knows them.

M. BEDFORD :
cause

You are disappointed De-
you were passed over.
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There arc
numerous reasons why the Jury Act should
be amended, particularly with regard to the
restoration of special juries.

Mr. Hyxes: Another retrograde move-
ment.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Another

retrograde movement ! 1y complaint against
the Labour P’arty on this ‘matter is that they
acted blindly in the belief that amt]nno’
was good enough for a jury. If the homn,
member for Townsville were concerned in a
case involving him in some thousands of
pounds, he would not be satisfied to have
a jury empanelled from persons twenty-one
vears of age living within one mile of the
Supreme C0u1t having as qualifications only

that they were enrolled on the electoral
roll.
Mr. HyneS: They were quite good enough

to send overscas during the war.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is an
entirely different mattcr. As jurymen they
were called upon to decide highly techunical
matters calling for high intellectual ability.
The present pOuitiOn will be remedied; and
I shall have an opportunity to say more
when that is being done.

I am very pleased to intimate that tho
electoral laws will be amended, and I shall
have an opportunity of doalmg at length
with that matter later. Tt is intended to
institute a system of having a joint clectoral
roll, and there will be a redistribution of
clectoral seats.

Mr. Hyxes: Digging vouriclves in.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am not
digging myself in: but I shall, perhaps. be
digging a lot of the others out. (Laughfer

Personally, I do not care whether I am dug
in or dug out. There is not the slightest
doubt that hon, members opposite realise
that the last redistribution of seats was not
a just one.

Mr. HYNES : , it was a gzood one.

~ The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In parts
-~ it was ridiculous. Hon. members know full
well that areas were excised from Labour
strongholds and placod in other areas that
were considered weak from a Labour point
of view,

Mr. Brororp: How do you
redistribute the seats this time?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: T will
not redistribute them at all. The part that
T shall pl“\' in it will be that T, as Attorney-
General, w1l have the pleasure of appointing
an entirely independent commission which

w11l do its work in an honourable manner.

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. member
has exhausted the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders.

The HMOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C.
Peterson, Normanby): I beg to move—

““ That the Attorney-General be glanted
an extension of time to enable him to
complete his «pecch.”

The SPEAKER: Is it the wish of hon.

Apparently

propose to

members  that the Attorney-General be
grented an extension of time?
HowovrasLE Memsrrs: Hear, hear!
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am very

grateful for the courtesy snd generosity of
hon., members in granting me an extension
of time. [ thank them very much,
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Specaking of the redistribution of seats,
whether the late Government carried out the
redistribution of seats in a proper manner
or not, or whether they thought that it was
done in a proper way, we on this side of
the House do not think that it was an equal
redistribution of the electorates in this State.

Mr. STOPFORD :
it.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is all
the more to our credit. I shall be quite
candid with hon. members opposite. Take,
for instance, a man living on Wickham ter-
race. Under the late Government’s redis-
tribution of scats he must vote in the Pad-
dington electorate; but we all know that
ch]\ham terrace is not in Paddington.
Wickham terrace is always recognised as a
part of the city of Brisbane, for it is only
a few stops from Queen street. That is only
one anomaly. Wo must all admit that the
last redistribution of secats was not in
accordance with equity.

A GoverxMENT MEMBER : Look at the Rose-
wood electorate !

Mr. Brorrorp: You say you are going to
do all this.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon.
member must pardon my lack of familiarity
with the conventions of parliamentary pro-
cedure. When I say “I1’ I mean that the
Government of the day will appoint the
commission; but I can assure hon. members
that the commission will be appointed
through the department that T am concerned
with, and that its members will do what
is fair and honourable.

Mr. Srovrorp: How can you anticipate
they will do what is fair and honourable?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I antici-
nate that its members will do the fair and
honourable thing.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I can
assure hon. members that one fair and
honourable thing will be the Inclusion in
the electorate of Brisbane of these electors
living on Wickham terrace.

Another great concern of the Government
is the position of our railways, which has
been brought about by the tromendous defi-
cits they have shown for the last thirteen
years. IHon. members opposite must take the
responsibility for those deficits just as we
shall have to accept the responsibility of
our administration in another seven, four-
teen, or fifteen vears, if we are here for that
length of time. If at the end of that period
we show a deficit of £17,000,000, the Oppo-
sition of the day will be cntitled to attack
us upon that fact. The railways, after four-
teen years of administration by a Labour
Government, showed that tremendous deficit;
and we are entitled to attack their mem-
bers on that deficit. It is our duty to tell
the people of Queensland—and we do so in
an honourable manner—that it is nccessary
for us to face the railway problem in a
determined manner.

There has been a good deal of talk on the
subject of railways. I did not roam very
far from my electorate durirg the recent
election, buf on one occasion I spoke at
Ipqwmh There was then talk about workers
being dismissed if my party were returned.
I then said that any worker holding a Govern-
ment position, whether it be a permanent
job in the railway workshops or otherwise,

Hon. N. F. Macgroarty.]

You won an clection on

Hear, hear!
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would not be dispensed with while there was
work for him to do. Bui this Government
have to face the railway position, and, if
there are people in the railways and there
is no work for them to do, then we, as cus-
todians of the people’s money, and having
to spend it in a proper way, cannot afford to
pay any person, whether he be in the rail-
ways or anvwhere else, if there is no work
there for him to do. The purpose of the
Government Is to go through the Ipswich
workshops and other workshops, and see what
ought to be done, and the Government, as a
body of honourable 1nen, will have to accept
the respousibility for any action they may
take in that respect.

There are many other mattors of grave
concern to this Government of which 1 can
speak, but I do not propose to continue any
longer. The Governmient are approaching the
pmsent position in which they find Queens-
land with the utmost hope and confidence
that, by careful and businesslike administra-
fion, the State will come out all right. 1

approach the position with the

{4 pom.] feeling that Queensland will

come out all right by reason of
the good legislation that will be put on the
statute-hook by this Government; and I
sincerely a,pplccmt( my own lLapOnslblht\
in helping to carry out & policy which will
be for the good of Qhecntlaml

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : FHear,

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): In the first
place, Mr. Speaker. 1 desire to make refer-
ence to your appomtmu\t I am sure 3
will understand that it is not my desi )
congratulate you at present. [ think the
cautious and the sensible thing to do 1s to
wait until the end of the session. The work
of this session will let us know whether at
the end of that time you are, as we hope vou
will be, a thoroughly fair and lm‘)altxal
gpﬂaher I really believe that you are the
most impartial man that could have been
selected from the Government side for the
position. I only hope that your work at the
end of three years—if this Parliament runs as
long as that—will be sufficient to indicate to
us that you have borne out the good opinion
regarding your qualifications for your high
office which your party believe you possess.

Mr. BranD: Which the House believe.

Mr. POLLOCK: It is only a matter of
waiting to see if that good opinion is borne
out.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
backhanded compliment.

Mr. POLLOCK : it is one of those cautious
compliments that a parliamentarian of any
experience always desires to pass on any
man he admires.

Mr. EDWARDS:
experience of you.

hear!

That is rather a

We have had too much
(Government laughter.)

Mr. POLLOCK: The Attorney-General,
who has just resumed his seat, made some
references to the Governor’s Speech which
were to me at least very armusing. Should
I call it a Speech? I suppose to be polite
I must. The hon. gentleman said that, when
this document was read out by His Excel-
lency the Governor, there was unbounded
enthusiasm. It is true that the present
Treasurer led a chorus of “ God Save the
King !’ That may have been for effect.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I was referring
to the general enthusiasm—a different thing
altogether.

[Hon. N. I'. Macgroarty.
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Mr. POLLOCK : It is true that the social
gathering which attended the delivery of
that Speech did make it its business fo
swarm upon the new members. Naturally
the new members invited their fi‘lends and
had a packed- audience of the élite of Bris-
bane present. It is true that that gathering
did evince considerable enthusinsm so far
as the ‘‘eats” were concerned after the
Speech was delivered, but I am not aware
that anybody who can lay any claim to
common sense could regard the document
read out by His Xxcellency as being an
intellectual contribution.

Mr. SrtoprorD: It nearly killed the
Governor !
Mr. POLLOCK: The Attorney-General

was one of those who framed and prepared
this Speech. Naturally he 1s anvious to
make the public behvve that the Spcech he
had a hand in preparing was a good one.
The majority of the people, however, will be
bitberly disappointed at that Specch After
months of press publicity in which Queens-
land was represented as having just escaped
from a band of Labour ogres, after three or
four months of ministerial guzzling at victory
socials——

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTICN:
Not at the Government expense,

Mr. POLLOCK: After a great deal of
press publicity, in which every effort was
made to represent the present Government
as being a band of men who were at Jast
to lead Queensland on to the path of pros-
perity, I am surprised after all these things
that we had this meatiess bone, in the form
of a Governor’s Speech, thrown down to a

hungry publie. We are asked to be
pleased at it; we are asked to join in
what the Attor’w‘ -General considers the

general enthusiasm at this being thrown
down to a public who were led to expect
something  from  these new  political
champions.

Mr. Epwarps: You know you took the
meat off the bone and left it dry.

Mr. POLLOCK: I am wondering just
what must have been the thoughts of the
Governor when he was asked to read out
this considered product of a Government
that had been in officc for three or four’
months. I am wondering just what Bris-
bane’s social ¢ 400" thought of this maiden
effort of their new pohtlcal champions. I
am wondering whether they did see in i
anything to be enthusiasfic about. No
doubt those who had friends newly arrived
in the Ministry, and others who could see
for themselves a chance of getting a little
picking when the State enterprises were
being disposed of, would show some
erthusiasm. You could expect them to be
pleased. But the general public who were
looking for the Government to carry out
their promises could sec little or nothing
to be pleased about or become enthusiastic
about in that Speech. There is not a con-
structive thought in it. It is a continuation
of previous Spceches which were ,put into

the hands of previous Governovs by the
Labour Party. It consists of p"‘:OmISGd
amendments to Acts which, from time to

have been found bv expericnce to
There is not a vestige
of a constructive or statesmanlike idea in
the Speech. I stand corrected. Time will
show if there is, but I give that as my
opinion.

A GoverNMENT MFEMBER interjected.

time,
rrquire amending.
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Mr. POLLOCK: You can call it a docu-
ment or you can call it a Speech. It might be
less charitable to call it what I called it when
dealing with another question. I prefer not
to do so again. After shrill trumpetings like
an elephant in labour pains, the Government
have given birth to an ant, and a white
ant at that. They propose merely to give
us amendment after amendment of unim-
portant Acts instead of dealing with the
biggest and most vital questions that have
confronted Queensland for many a duay.
Take the fall in wool prices and the effects of
the drought on the pastoral industry—swhich
is the greatest industry Queensland has. and
is at preseni requiring drastic action on the
part of the Government to see that if is
again put on an even Lkeel. They do not
propose to attend to all thiz by finding out
what is wrong with the price of wool over-
seas. They give us an idea of how thev av:
going to deal with the unemploved qu
by introducing about twenty Blll\ to amend,
in minor partmu]au, Acts that were passed
by the Labour Government,

The TressURER: It was very unfortunate
that they were passed.

Mr. POLLOCK: That is what wo are
expected to become enthusiastic about. 8o
far as I have been able to judge. every
aniendment of every Act is designed to lake
a sheet of iron off the roof that Labour buile
for the shelter of the gencral publie. Every
amendment is designed cither to get rid of
some State enterprise, or to throw wide the
door to the profiteer so that he can have an
“open go’ at the public. or to give the con-
tractor a chance to rake in huge profits.

The TREASURER: No, to give people value
for their money.

Mr. POLLOCK : Or to give the employer
the big stick over the cmplovee at the round-
table conference. Every Bill is designed to
do something in that direction. V\e are
asked to be enthusiastic about this Goveraor’s
Speech, and we are told that the publie were
enthusiastic about it. Go down the street
and ask the public what they think of if,
and they will tell you. They will say that
it is the product of the weakest (Government
that has ever held office in Quecnsland.
(Government laughter.)

OpposiTION MEMBERS :

Hear, hear!

Mr. POLLOCK : That it is a Government
that is leaderless, a Government that does
not even know ordinary parliamentary
tactics, let alone how to carry on a campaign
to remove the evils that Queensland may
suffer from time to time. {Government inter-
jections.) I am afraid that hon. members
who gave you the nomination for the Chair,
Mr. Speaker, will have to receive a lesson
in manners from vou-—soconer, perhaps, than
ther may like. We were told after the elec-
tions in no unmeasured terms, both by the
Government and their supporters, that there
would be, and that since the elections there
has been, a return of confidence—ithis
mysterious thing called confidence, which
autorvuhcallv makes its presence felt imme-
diately a Labour Government is defeated and
a Nationalist Government secures the reins
of office. We were led to believe that this
mysterious thing called confidence would so
make its presence felt that all our evils
would disappear; but that has not proved to
be the case. Is there sufficient confidence to
warrant people doing one of the things
necessary to give the country producer suffi-
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cient confidence, or to justify woolbuyers in
paying a higher price for our wool, or buyers
a higher price for our sugar, because
Mr. Moore happens to be Premier of Queens-
land? It does not look like it. It’does not
look, either, as thouwgh our primary or
qccondarv industries are receiving any fillip
as the result of this change of Goverpment,
But, if you examine the newspapers, you will
seq that instead of there being a return of
confidence as was predicted and which is
boasted about to-day. there has been, if any-
thing, & decided slump in the prosperitv of
this State since the Government took office.

Mr. Epwarps: You know that is not
true while you are saying it.

Mr. POLLOCK: I em not asking hon.
members to take my word; I propose to give
some cvidence on the 'I’JOIDt. I would not
quote the Treasurer’s remarks against him,
because he would not like it, and I hate to-
offend him.

The TREASURER: You need not worry your
head about that.

Mr. POLLOCK: A deputatfon waited on
Mayor Jolly in Brisbane regarding a new
01dmanu which the mayor proposed to pass
in order to arrange for the removal of
certain houses and dwellings which he said
were unfit for pecple to live in.  The depu-
tation corsisted of Messrs. H. H. Gayford,
seeretary; G. K. Seabrook, J. Pike, and
B. Hart, Property Owners’ Association—they

would haldlv be Labourites; W. M. Hall.
Taxpayers’ Association ; M S. Herring,
Queensland Trustees Limited; Udell, Union
Trustees; J. Campbel], Real Hstate Insti-
tute; C. Musgrave, Brisbane Permanent and
Building Society; . W. Mole, Public
Curator; Stewart Cameron, J. T. Thorpe,
Miss Taylor, Bartley, and Mrs. Wrylie.
Boarding-house Keepers’ Association. It
was represented to Mr. Jolly that th]ng>
were so bad in Brishane at the present time
that it would be unwise to have this ordin-
ance introduced.

According to the ¢ Courier”
August last—only a few days ago—

“ Speakers expressed the hope that,
if the ordinance did become law, some
drastic alterations would be made before-
hand. No harm would be done if the:
whole thing were postponed for twelve
months, PIOpeltV was by no means a
good investment at present, and it could
not carry anv more burdens, Taxation
could not go any higher. This ordinance
would constitute an impost which would
be worse than anv rise in rates for a
considerable time.”

of 29th

And here is the meat of it—

“ 1t would huve a blighting effect on
the city. At the present time, no matter
what the suburb might be, empty houses
could be seen in dozens. Houses which
a few months ago were worth 25s. a
week could not be let now for 15s.”

In spite of the rcturn of the Nationalist
Party !

“ Rental valuo had depreciated more

than 25 per cent.’
That shows that the public are not prosperous
to-day, although they were a few months
ago !
“while bad tenants had
120 per cent.”

increased by

My, Pollock.
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In spite of this confidence that had led
people to be prosperous in Queensland! The
paragraph concludes—

“There would be a great disturbance
and many people with money sunk in
property would be at their wits’ end to
know what to do with it.”

That is the result of this mvstericus thing
called “ confidence” which the clection of
the present Nationalist Government was sup-
posed to bring to Queensland !

One of the things that the Attorney-
General said was trus. He said he was
lucky to be here. He is. As a matter of
fact, he was snoring under the political
plum tree with his mouth open when onc
of his friends shook the trce and the plum
fell into his mouth. That is the position
as nearly as I can gauge it. And a nice
ripe plum it was! T amn told that it was
worth, with marked briefs, between £4,000
and £5,000 a year.

He said in the course of his remarks
one thing, at any rate, that is not borne out
by facts. That might be a roundabont way
of saving that it is not true. His statement
was that the Premier, or the Government,
had made no promise regarding a proposal
to relieve unemployment immediately. 1 say
that the Government did make that promise.
On 6th May, 1929, the Townsville ¢ Daily
Bulletin ¥ and other papers—I can gebt at
least twenty of them if it is necessary—had
this to say

“ Mr. Moore, who returned to Brisbane
from his northern tour on 1st May,
fssned an lmportant statemeni of his
proposals for the purpose of providing
immendiate relief for a large number of
unemployed.”

“ Immediate relief,”

T8

he said.

r. Moore said he fully realised the
vy of providing some immediate
lief for the unemployed.”

I\Ir. r. P. DBARNES:

Ar. POLLOCI: He has not provided any.
The Government have in every wax endea-
voured to get rid of men, ‘\‘. hy was this
board bvmmht here from Vi Hon'x to inquire
into our railw ays? Is not ths ohject of that
to get rid of men?

]19

“Bome”

The TREASTURER:
the mistikes of your Government.

Mr. POLLOCK : To scek to bring to light
ways and means of getiing rid of them. 1f
that is what the hon. gentleman means,
without putting it so brutally, then we
understand him.

My, W. Foreax Syt :
sibility on a board.

Me. POLLOCK : One of the propesals of
the pres Government, acenrding to the
Speech d(nvmnd by His Exeellency the
Governor, is to cstablich rvound-table con-
ferences  to  deal with disputes betwoen
emplosvers and emplovees. The Government
have gone back fifteen ycars—back to where
they f‘ulod fifteen years agn. They did not
fail if you take into account the interests
of their wealthy supporters; but they did
fail if vou regard their action at that time
from the Vw“r)01nt of the welfare of the
people and the duty of a Government to see
that fair dealing takes place between
employer and employee.

The TresgurrR : That can be brought about
only at a conference between the two

[Mr. Pollock.

To sexk to bring to light

Place the respon-
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Mr. POLILOCK : I propose to show, as one
who has bhad a little experience in round-
table conferences, just how far that goes.
Some sixtecn years ago a round-table con-
ference was held in Cloncurry. There were
representatives of mineowners present, and
to carry out the idea that the present Go-
vernment have in mind—of reintroducing
that scheme—we, as representatives of the
miners, working with the miners—we had to
be working men—were allowed to represent
them at onec of these round-table conferences.
I remember that the leader of the employers
in the mines around Cloncurry, who appeared
at that conference, was a man named Erle
Huntley. The hon, member for Munding-
burra, the hon. member for Kennedy, the
present parliamentary representative for
Dalley in the Federal Parliament, Mr. Theo-
dore, myself, and others were present.

The TREASURER: One of your number said
the other night that immediatcly wages were
increased 5s, a week.

Mr. POLLOCK : He was not referring to
this conference; this is an entirely different
conference. However, we  met, and
Mr. Huntley had a few nice words to
address to us because he wanted something
from us. He told us that we were hard-
working, horny-handed sons of toil whom the
country could not do without, and that we
had best enter the conference in a spirit of
give-and-take, He told us that, if we con-
ducted ourﬂelvos properly and "entered the
conference in a spirit of give-and-take and
swect reasonableness, so beloved of the
employver, we would get somewhere. He
started off, first of all. by discussing the
question of wet ground. That is a very
important question with miners, as usuallv
extra pay is given to men who work in wet
ground. It is dangerous from many aspects.
|e1tdiﬂv ground is likely to fall on you
if water is percolating through in such a
qaanhfv as to loosen the ground from the
soapv heads and elsewhere. In order to start
off the proceedings, Mr. Huntlev said that
his dclinition was one upon which we ocught
to he able to agree. It was to the effect that,
“when  water was pouring from overhead
in such quantities——" He had got- only
that far when Mr. Theodore said, ¢ As to
1(\(1}1!119 the need of an umbrella or a mackin-
tosh.

He gave us to understand ‘rhat we had
cutered the conference in a spirit of give-
and-take, and that. if the employers v'uned
in one dircetion, the employeces w ould” prob-
ably gain in another. We gave in on the
question of wet ground; but, when we came
to the other quoahons Mr. Huntley and
his crowd told us that they had got all that
mattered, and that. if we wanted to get
the rest, we could fight them for it. That
is what a round-table conference means. You
gvt in a crowd of working men—I worked
with them until T came to Parliament, and
I know What the worl is—you get a group
of half a dozm “mkmw men manonhng
the mining industry at a round-table confer-
ence, and the hosses get arvound the same
table. and say.* Now, arc you prepared to
agree to this?” Isch man “o1hmn in the
industey knows that, if he does not agree
tno the provosal, he will get sacked when
he goes back to work. The proof of that
lies in_ the fact that, when I went bazk to
work in the Duchess mine, I did not last
three days before I got the sack. No man
ever found fault with my work before,
either in the mines or elsewhere. That only
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‘goes to show that the rank and file of
working men nced some man to speak and
work on their behalf—some man who has
not the fear of the sack hanging over him
becauze he is working for them That 1s
the basis of {lrbltlﬂthn*Lhﬂ,t the workers
can appoint an attorney to do the job on
their behalf, thus rendering it impossible
for the employer to victimise them, as he
alwars has done when this position has
arisen. I attended another round-table con-
felome and the public in the North as weil
as those houn. members who associated with
me know that I was dpnomtol chairman
of a committee that sought to have fright-
ful conditions in a mine at Charters Towers
rectified. It was only a week after we had
accepted the dictates of the cmplovers at
the round-table conference that 1 was fired
out of the same mine—not that I could not
do my work, which T attended to as well
as anybody else—but simply because I hap-
pened to be the spokesman of the men.
When a thmg like that goes on, when the
men have a grievance against the employers
that they desire to have redressed-—when
‘they have a grievance against nigger drivers,
as they have at times—is it rwh* and fair
that they should appoint one of their
number to ““ bell the cat”? The very funda-
mentals of arbitration are that a dispute
or grievance should be submitted to a
Totally independent tribunal, so that the
men will have an opportunity of having
that <lispute or gricvance determined with-
out fear of victimisation.

The reason why employers object to arbi-
tration is becauso to-day the unions have
specialised in arbitration and have trained
their court advocates, which has enabled
them to put before the court a mighty good
case. They desire to abolish that pllnclple
because it gets results for the workers.
They want to abolish it now because to- day
they know there are uncmpbved and they
know that every man working on a job

at the present time dare not lift his head”

at a round-table conference to demand his
rights.

Mr. H. M RusssLL

My, POLLOCK : It is correci. It is when
‘there are unemployed that the cemployers
intimidate men at a round-table confe)ence
bocause there are so many unemployed and
so few jobs. Is it not obvious why they
intend to introduce this legislation?  They
cannot deceive us or anybody else by it.

: That is not correct.

Mr. Krenso: It works well in America.
(Government interjections.)

Mr. POLLOCK: I have only forty
minutes to speak in, and I hope., Mr.

Speaker, that you will not allow members
of the Goverament Party to exhaust my time.
We have heard a great deal about unem-
ployment, especially daring the election.
{Iuterjections.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. POLLOCK: 1 have not hcard any-
thing from the Government on the unem-
ployment question since the election except

what has been wrung from them by this
party. Not a word have they said. In
fact, they utilise the occasion when we

meke reference to the unemployment guestion

to laugh at our discomfiture. They used
this questmn as a means to climb into
‘power; but now, having <heir lngs under
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the table, as it werc, they are feeling their
oats.

[4.30 p.m.]
* The TrEASURER: And vou are fecling very
SOTTy.

Mr. POLLOCK: They wani to
every time the subject is mentioned.
Mr. Kerso: That is not true.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. POLLOCK : I am feeling sorry. Who
would not be sorry to see such a Govern-
ment as that in power? Who would not
blush at the thought that Queensland is
being run by ten men, two of whom are
\,omplete novices to the business of govern-
ment, and a Government that hes not even
a Leader or a Deputy Icader.

(xovERNMENT MEMBERS interjecting,

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. POLLOCK: Prior to and since the
election, this is what has happened so far as
the Government are concerned, taking events
in their categorical order: Prior to the
election the Premier said in effecy, ‘“ If yon
vote for me, you are voting youwelf a job.
There is £2,000,000 available for 10,0000 of
vou. I will do it immediately. Vote yourself
a slice of this pie.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
What are you quoting from?

Myr. POLLOCK: Would you
quote his exact words?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCIION :
Yes.

Mr,

laugh

INSTRUCTION :

like me to

POLLOCK : They have been quoted

so often that I am afraid Mr. Speaker
would call me to order for tedions repetition
were I to quote them again. The Premier

said, ““ It can be done; it will be done.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
We have heard you say that before, but
give us the Premier’s own words.

Mr. POLLOCK:
my party to make
immediately.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I challenge you to produce a statement
setting forth what you are saying now.

The SPEAXER: Order!

Mr. POLLOCK: “In order to provide
10.000 jobs.”

Mr. Krrso: What are you guoting from?

Ar. POLLOCK: Trom the Townsville
“Bulletin 7’ of 6th May, 1929, which states—

“It can be done! It will be done!
If my party is sucerssful at the polls,
we pledge ourselves to arrange for the
expenditure of £2.000,000 to find carly
employment for 10,000 workers.

“ Workers, safeguard your jobs and
your children’s future.—A. E. Moore.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Does that say ““early 7 or ““immediately ?”’

Mr. POLLOCK: All the shuiiing, all
the quibbling, all the grizzling by the Go-
vernment on this question will not remove
from them the stigma of having told the
public that they would spend £2,000,000 to
provide 10,000 jobs immediately.

My. Crayron: “ Early.”

Mr. Beprorp: The carly bird 15 out before
noon. {Laughter.)

The SPEAXER: Order!
Mr. Pollock.]

“1 pledge myself and
available £2,000,000
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Mr. POLLOCK : Mr. 3peaker, am I in a
hear garden or in a <deliberative assembly?
Is this the way I am to be permitted to
put the case for my constituents? I hope
that yocu will teach the supporters of the
Government a lesson in manners. I will
not read the extract. Ilers it is (produces
newspaper), You can read it from over
there, for it is in huge type.

After the election was over the Premicr
said, “ We must carry out our promiscs to
the unemploved. F\orf pledge will be
honoured.” That was two or three days after
the election. The hon. gentlerman next saw
that he had over-reached himself by saying
that these pledges would be carried out
immediately, so he endeavoured to shuffle
by saying, ¢ The public must not expect
miracles.” Then. afterwards, one of the
panjandrums of Nationalism called Camp-
bell, who is an alderman of the Brisbane
City Council, decided that employers could
show how much confidence ther had in the
present (Government by providing a job
for at least one man. He said that, if
employers gave a job to at least one man,
they would show that they, as well as the
Government, were going to scc that this
promise was given ecffect to. This desire
was met with the most complete vote of

‘no-confidence > in the C‘ov«\rnmont that
they could pessibly have received, for we
have not heard of anybody giving emplox-
ment to that one man just to show that he
had confidence in the (Government.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
{ shows that you do not know everything.

Mr. Hynes: Campbells put off five the
following wecek.

Mr. POLLOCK: Just after that the
Premier had a brain wave and he said that

he could not right in three months fourteen
vears of bad government. e wag sparring
for time. A couple of days later the official
statement maker of the Government, the
Seeretary for Labour and Industry, took
advantage of the labours of his private
secretary, who was a candidate at the eclee-
tion opposed to Labour, to prepare a state-
ment which he alleged showed that there
had been a diminution in unemployment in
the first month that the Government had
been in power. He forgot, of course, that
there were fewer men registered at the
T.abour Bureau, because cven at that carly
day the unemployed had awakened to the
fact that they were not likely to get any
jobs from the Government.

The TREASURER: What an coxtraordinary
argument !

Mr. POLLOCK: 'The Seceretary for
T.abour and Industry based his statement

that there were fewer unemploved a month
after election dav on the fact that there were
fewer men registered at the Labour Bureaux.
As a matter of fact, the number registered
at the Labour Bureaux never at anv time—
T sav this fr 3 all the unem-
ploved. Quite a number of men will not
register at Labour Bureaux,

The SECRETARY FOR PupLic INSTRUCTION:
You admit that now.

Mr. POLLOCK : Butf. because there were
fewer registered at the Labour Bureaux
after the elections, the hon. member decided
that there were fewer unemployed. The fact
is that at that stage the workers had become
disgusted at the trick that had been played
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on them. (Government dissent.) Just at this
stage somehodv advised the Secretary for
Labour and Industry that a shut mouth

catches no flies, and since then, if you have
followed matters as closely as I have, Mr.
Speaker, you will have found that very few
fiios have had an opportunity of commntmg
suicide so far as that hon. gentleman is
corcerned,

Then the Secretary for Public Instruction
took a hand and sat in the game. He
decided to employ a man for two hours to
cut the grass at the State Stores Board
building, and to publish the fact that he
was giving some employment. He thought.
perhaps, that some other official fodder
xmghf help to fill the bellies of the little

‘kiddies” whose fathers were on thla
tramp, tramp, tramp. in search of work, s
he decided to get them to salute the ﬂag.

The TREASURER:
greatest sins?

Mr. POLLOCK : One of the sing in regard
to the saluting of the flag that does hurt
people in Australia is that the Australian
flag was only to be saluted if there was
no Union Jack available. That is the thing
that hurts. The Minister made it quite clear
that on no account was the Australian flag
to be used while there was a Union Jack
available.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What is wrong with the Union Jack?

Mr. Krewax: What with
Australian flag?

Mr., POLLOCIL: There is nothing wrong
cither with the Union Jack or with the
Australian flag so far as I am concerned, but
personally T prefer the Australian flag for
the Australian people. Be that as it may,
one cannot but wonder if one of these proe-
cocious ‘‘ kiddies,” in saluting the flag one
of these days when he finds his d=d walk-
ing about out of work in spite of this means
oi providing work, will not indulge in
that lve-finger gesture that is so ocften
irdulged in by Australian kiddies. Is there
any indication from the Government that
ther propose to do anvthing which will get
to the root of the uncmployed question® T
say no. What is responsible for most of the
unemployment in the citics? A large number
of people. who are being coutinually added
to. are thrown out of emplorment through

Is that not one of our

is wrong the

Iabour-saving devices. That cannot be zan-
said.

A GoverxyrxT Mrwmeer: That wa+ said
vears ago.

Mr. POLLOCIK: It is true to-day, and T

am surprised at a Government supported bz
hon. members who are supposad to possess
the best brains of the community not being
aware that the introduction of automatic
telephones  meant the dismizsal of 320
emplovees. 1 am sorry that a Government
who professed to the nublic that ther would
be able to cure all the ills associated with
unemployment do not Lkrow that the fact
that farm machincry is heing improved
and brought up to date is rvesponsible fer
hundreds of peopls beirg driven to the cities
every vear. where the only means, appar-
ently, the Government have of absorbing——

The SPHARKER: Order! The hon.
ber has exhausted the time allowed
under the Standing Orders.

wem-
hime
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Mr. CONROY {(Maranos): 1 beg to move—

~ ““That the hon. member for Gregory
be granted an cxteasion of time to enable
him to complete his speech.”

The SPEAXER: Is it the pleasure of
hon. members that the houn. member for
Gregory be granted an extension of time
to enable him to complete his speech?

HoxourasrLE MevBERS: IHear, hear!

Mr. POLLOCK : Thank you very much!
If you want an illustration, look at all the
machinery for handhing, whether it is on
a wharf, a railway siding, or wherever you
go, and compare it with the out-of-date
mcethods utilised years ago in employing
men. It is obvious that every vear this new
machinery ie creating further unemployment.
If you want another illustration, look at
the Texaco 0il Company’s plant at the
Hamilton—a very fine storage plant, by
which oil and petrol are being run threugh
a pipe line from an oil tanker dircet into the
storage tanks. It appeavs that the services
of scores of men have heen dispensed with
there; and so it goes on all over Queens-
land. In Awerica the same position has
arisen, nnly it is much more jutensive there,
and the result is that there are over
8,000,000 unemployed in America.

Mr. KeLso: What percentage is that?

Mr. POLLOCK : Eight per cent. was the
percentage some time ago. I understand that
there arc at least over 3,000,000 out of work
at present even though the secasonal indus-
tries arc in many cas2s operating.

Mr. Kenso: Do you want to go back to
the stone age?

Mr. POLLOCK : I bave only to look at the
hon. member and I am back there. This is
not question time, and I propose to continue
my own speech in my own way. The hon.
member has no desire to obtain information by
his interjections, but merely wishes to upsect
the train of my thoughts. I hope you will
deal with him, Mr. Speaker. He has proved
himself a nuisance before this. I have had
to deal with him before this, and I hope
that you will carry on the good work.

Mr. KELso: Don’t mislead the House.
At 4.45 pm.,
The CrarMany  of  CoaarrTees  {Mr

Roberts, Fast Toowoomba)
Speaker in the chair.

Mr. POLLOCK: In America there are
thousands of workmen and families who were
put on the land who are being driven into
the cities because of the introduction of auto-
matic and semi-automatic machinery—farm-
ing machinery—and because big syndicates
are able to sccure control of large areas of

relieved the

land. They are able to utilise the latest
inventions in  connection with farming
machinery. Instead of having one man driv-

ing a ccuple of plough horses, as was the
case many years ago, {o-day they have one
man driving a 30 or 40 furrow motor plough.
That means that, as we go along in Quecns-
land, syndicates will ultimately get all of
our rich land and develop it with the latest
machiuery, =nd thus send more of our
people ‘into the ecities. T ask the Government
1f they propoese to do anvthing to relieve this
position. What are they going to do about
that? ;

A GOVERNMENT MEMBIR :
true position at all

That is not the
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Mr. POLLOCK: It is going to become
increasingly difficult for us to settle these
people whom machinery is throwing out of
their ordinary avocations.

A GovervmEsT MEvpER: Would you inter-
fere with the march of progress?

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not proposing to
interfere with the march of progress. No
man can do that; but it is a significant
thing that the greatest thinkers of our time
propose to handle this guestion—not in the
manner in which the Government proposc to
handle it, but in a totally different manner
altogether. I suppose that Hdison is one
of the greatest thinkers of our time.
Fdison’s idea of handling this problem is
not to reduce wages, is not to lengthen
hours. He says that those things are
unnecessaty; but he says that, if a syndicate
of half a dozen men take up a large tract
of land and apply labour-saving machinery
to it, then only onec alternative is left for
the CGovernment who propose to absorb
unemployment. Ile says that, as the unem-
ployed cannot be absorbed, because of
the introduction of new machinery, auto-
matic and semi-automatic, there must be
another alternative, and that is the adjust-
ment of wages. Now, we hear nothing
about that. If one man by means of a
semi-automatic machine can do as much
work as twenty labourers did previously, is
it not obvious that the profits to the em-
ployer from the employment of that one
man will be very much greater than other-
wise? 1t is obvious that they will, and
Edison—who, I say, is one of the greatest
thinkers of our time—argues quite logically
that, with that position, there must be no
lengthening of hours or reduciion of wages.
There must be adjustment of wages so that
the man who operates that machine musi be
able to keep his whole family and, perhaps,
get sufficient money to keep his neighbour
also. He says that is the only alternative.
I must myself admit that it is the only other
alternative I can see.

Mr. EpwarDs: Surely you do not agree
with that?

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not saying that
there is no other alternative. I am saving
that some of our great thinkers believe
there is not, and you must respect & great
thinker who gives attention to these prob-
lems. I am not going to insult a man like
Tdison by comparing him with the hon.
momber for Nanango.

Mr. Kexyy: Or yourself.

Mr. POLLOCK: Or myself. I have too
high a regard for the standing of Idison
to attempt to dispute his convictions as
disclosed by his recent utterances. 1 say,
therofore, that, with this growth of auto-
matic machinery, you have cither to have an
adjustment of wages or wholesale unem-
ployment.

Mr. Kerso: What did you do when you
were in power?

Mr. POLLOCK : The question of what we
did when we were in power deoes not matter
to-day. The public want to know how hon.
members opposite are going to handle the
situation. (Government interjection.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
must ask the hon. member for Nundah to
remain silent. He is not satisfied _with
asking questions, but iz continually inter-’
rupting.

Mr. Pollock.]
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Mr. POLLOCK: Thank you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, although both you and the hon.
member have broken the thread of my
thought. (Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR PusnLic [
interjected.

Mr. POLLOCK: I argue that this is no
laughing matter. We are trying to find a
way out, and I hope that the Deputy Leader
of the Government will give mec the oppor-
tunity of stating my views and not make
asinine interjections.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I am only asking vou what you mecan by
the adjustment of wages.

Mr. POLLOCK: Adjustment of wages 1
can see necessarily is this—that, if you
have such a growth of automatic machinery
as to throw a large number of persons out
of work both in your primary and your
secondary city industries, then you must
have an alternative—that is, if you cannot
employ those persons in some other avenues
—and the experience of America and Eng-
land shows that you cannot employ those
persons in any other avenues. What is the
alternative? The alternative must be that,
if the employer is getting greater ploﬁts
out of that machinery than he was pre-
viously, there must be a bstter distribution
and an adjustment of wages. It may be, as
Edison thinks, that we shall get to that
stage where one man will have to provide
for three or four families. He says that
nuite openly.

Mr. MaxweLL: Where did he say that?

Mr. POLLOCK: In a spori(ﬂ article in the
““ Saturday vening Post ™ a fow weeks ago.
My authority is quite sound. T am not
attempting to mislead the House. Mr.
Hdison says that he can sec no other waxr
our of the difficulty in America. 1 avgue
that the same problem that obtaing in
America is facing us in this State to a
limited degree. You must either seek an
adjustment of wages, or you must be content
to have wholesale unemployment and revolu-
tion. You can take what vou like; you
cannot escape it. I am no preacher of
revolutionary doctrines, as every hon, mem-
ber knows; but you cannot have 20,000
unemployed in a country like this—educated
men and women, as well educated as, and
better educated than, some of us, walking the
strects without the necessities of life and
with their families starving. You cannot have
that state of affairs in thls country without
revolution.  There might have been a time
in the history of all countries when the
toilers could not read or write—when they
were all illiterate, and belicved that slavery

NSTRUCTION

was  about their right level, that you
could do these things. Do you think that
vou dare going to have the uncmplored per--

mdnent’y without any action being taken to
ajlew za,te the distress? Thousands of roung
p(lop, . twenty-one years of age and upsw fu“dc
who know that thev are as good as you and
I. arc going to donmnd that they be given
the same right to oltain the same decent
living as we enjoy. Do you think you can
krep those people out of employment with-
out the necessities of life for any length
of time? I say that you cannot. I say that
in a frec and enlightened democracy such
as we have in Au@traha it must inevitably
mean that we must either face wholesale
uneriployment and revolution, or have some
form of adjustment in wages that will give
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the breadwinner greater purchasing power.
This proposal of the Government to amend
the Apprenticeship Act is merely a miserable
effort to provide jobs for a dozrn boys. How
are they going to solve a problem such as
this? Not by this idea of round-table con-
ferences, where the employer can hit the
head of his employce as it shows up above
the level of the table. Is that going to
solve this problem? Only a fool could hope
to solve such a difficult problem by those
means. I do not intend to deal further
with the unemployment question.

Ths ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Leave that to us.

Mr. POLLOCK : God help the unemployed
if we must leave the problem to the Govern-
nent !

I desire now to deal with a question that
is occupying the public mind to a great
extent at the present time. That 1s the
position of the ex-Premier of Queensland,
Mr. McCormack, and I speak as his friend.

Rumour is bemnr very sedulously cultivated
by interested 1)a1tl(’i whether they be
politicians, whether they be members of the

Nationalist organisation, or just plain people
who do not like. the colour of Mr.
McCormack’s eyes—that he is not gsme to
como back to l‘uecnxland I want to give

that the lie direct. Thoro is a very definite
reference being made in the streets, in the
clubs, and wherever men foregather that the
ex-Premier is afraid of the V[untfana inquiry,
and will not come back.

A GovERNMENT MEMBER :

Mr. POLLOCK : 1 do not_take any notice
of it, but the rumour is being circulated
among the public, who arc tdkmg notice of
it. In case too much notice is takon of such
rumours, I just want to say that the hon.
member for Cairns has made arrangements
to be here if the Government go on with
their proposal to hold an inquiry into Mun-
gana. The sscond point is that he is recoiv-
ing medical attention in London at the pre-
sent time for a bad throat. He wrote me
a letter a few days ago. in which he said
that he was told that his throat was in a very
zorious condition, and that he stood a fair
chance of strangulation if he did not take
care of it. That is the opinion of a spe-
cialist.

The Government must procced with an
inquiry into Chillagoe and Mungana, They
started the rumour in the first place because
they wanted to attach some odium to
prominent public men whom the rumours
would affect. Such action is always the act
of a wealling and coward, who starts out
to try to ruin a man’s reputation by slander.
If you are not prepared to make a statement
openly—and the present Government were
1ot game to do that—you have to throw a
bit of mud. We and everybody else know
that they will continue to throw that mud
because, if they can serve up a nice, juicy
scandal for the public and get a one-eyed
Royal Commission to find that somcone was
cuilty of a dereliction of duty, they will
do so. That would keep the public mind
off the question of the £2,000,000, the 10,000
jobs, and other thmgs—anvthmo to have
public attention drawn away from those ques-
tions, The Government have been endea-
vouring to tell Queensland that they cannot
rid the State of the effevts of fourteen years’
bad govermment in three months, They
realisc that attack is the best defence when
vou have no defence. They will endeavour
by every means in their power, as the Prime

What said that?
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Minister did in the Federal arvena, to
besmirch the name of the late Premier, just
as Mr. Bruce did with Mr. Theodore. They
will both fail.

The SroreraRY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That remains to be seen,

Mr., POLLOCK : These men during their
term in the Legislative Assembly dwarfed
every other hon. member, no matter what
party he was attached to. Therc was not
o man on either side of the House who intel-
lectually could be compared with either the
hon. member for Cairns or Mr. Theodore.

A GovernmenNT Miemser: In  making
money.

Mr. WarreN: They made money here.

Mr. POLLOCK: The only chance the
Government have of detracting from their
public service is to belittle them and serve up
a scandal to the public. I know they will
never be successful, but every opportunity
they get thev will “take the fullest possible
advantage of.

Mr. J. E. WALKER (Ipswich), who was
received with Government cheers, said:
should like to add to the many tributes that
have been paid to the mover and seconder
of the Address in Reply. more especially to
the hon, member for Bulimba, the first lady
to grace this Chamber, for the excellence of
her address. 1 join with the Leader of the
Opposition in hoping that the hon. member
for Bulimba may prove the forerunner of
many public- Qplrlted women who may be
called from time to time to occupy seats
on these benches. We all regard the intru-
sion of women into politics as a bold pro-
wressive move. Therefore, it is eminently
natural that the first representative of this
movement should be found on the progres-
sive side of this House rather than in the

ranks of Labour, who live and dwell so much
in the past.

GOVERNMENT MeumBERS : 1Tear, hear!

Mr. J. E. WALKER: The hon. member

for Maree said that this was the season for
felicitations, and, such being the case, may
1 offer congratulatlons to the membels of
the Opposition in finding themselves in such
a congenial sphere for their activities? (Go-
vernmient laughter.) As the late Premier
at one thme put it very astutely, the dif-
ference between the Government and the
Opposition was that the Opposition had no
1e%pomlb1hty As a new member, I have

been struck with the almost boyish irresponsi- -

bility shown by many members of the Oppo-
sition, who show a temerity and hardibood
in criticising with consummate assurance thoze
conditions which they largely brought into
existence. It must be an encouragement and
stimulus to hou. members on this side of the
ITouse to realise how so large a portion of our
fcllow citizens are turning with revived hope
to the realisation of the pohc\ so ably out-
lined by the present Premicr in the recent
clections.

The hopes and the schemes propounded by
theorists_lacking experience have often been
shattered to pieces in the past, but we are all
confident that the hopes fm the realisation of
the policy of the Government will reccive a
large measure of fulfilment in the changed
ntmosphere brought about by a char;m of

Government. No person for a

[5 p.m.} moment would suggest that those
hopes are capable of fulfilment

overnight, To achieve that the first essential
is to remove the accumulation and the debris
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of fourteen years of Labour rule—and that in
itself is a task of no small magnitude.
There is no doubt that legislation during
recent years has created obstacles which
hsve prevented us from passing along the
road to prosperity; and before we have a
clear run it is necessary that those obstacles
should be removed. They must be removed
if we are not to sink further and further
into the slough of despond. It seems to me
that during recent years partisan politicians
and m1sgrulded economists have created
fences which have been fondly designed
to protect a section of our workers; but
these samc fences have proved in practice
to be barriers against prosperity and even
prison walls to an unfortunate—and unfor-
tunately increasing—section of our workers,
until we are now brought face to face in this
richly endowed land of ours with the prob-
lem of unemployment, which has during
recent years assumed such menacing form.
It is strange that it is only now that so
many hon. members opposite can hear the
‘“tramp, tramp, tramp of that great army.”
Perhaps 1t is less remarkable that they did
not hear that tramp when they were in the
vanguard of the march leading on to the
present position. It is truly do]lnhtful to
hear the Teader of the Oppo»hon explain
in such simple terms the cause of unemploy-
ment.  The hon. gentleman cmtamlv does
use the vague term  sociological” but, in

effect, he says that the cause of unemploy-
ment iz over-production.

Mr. W. Foreax Syira: Under-consump-
tion.

Mr. J. E. WALKER : It seems to me that,
if over-production is the cause. all we have
to do is to sit back and do less work, and
the problem will solve itself automatically.
What an obvious fallacy | What a dangerous
doctrine !  What a hopeless confession !
With due deference from a novice in parlia-
mentary life to such an experienced tactician,
and without laying myself open to the charge
which he so ungraciously levelled ogainst
the hon. memher for Cook, I might suggest
to the Leader of the Opposition that one of
the main factors which relegated the late
Government to the cold shades of opposition
was their hopeless confession, which was
repeated from one end of the State to the
other, * We can do nothing about vnemploy-
ment: we cannot tackle it.”

I want to show that the paths followed
by the late Covernment have led to this
state of things. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in his very clever specch in’moduoed
some literature from the limbo of the last

clections, and condemned it because it was
an appeal to the imagination. Surelr it
will be safe for me to follow such an

example, and appeal to some literature which
was issued b the party under the guidance
of the Leader of the Opposition ! This
litersture does not make an appeal to the
imagination, but it grossly distorts facts
and ~<‘Uously nﬁlsleprments the truc position.
But that is not the reason why 1 am referring

to it. I am referring to this literature
hecause it gives support to the argument
that T wish to make.

But before referring to this pamphlet,

which is really intended to be n comparison
of figures between the vears 1914 and 1927,
covering the period in which the Labour
Party were in power in Queensland, may I
restate a very pertinent and rclevant fact
which has been well established, and which

Mr. J. E. Walker.
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has been admitted by the late Premier,
Mr. McCormack, to be sbsolutely true? In
1914, 12s. could purchase goods which in
1927 could not be purchased for less than
£1. That is, in 1927 goods that were valued
at £1 were exactly equivalent to the goods
that were valued at 12s. in 1914. Now, we
have to reduce figures for these periods to a
common denominator in order to get a
fair, just, and accurate comparison; and I
want to-shew how these figures, when that
comparison is applied, entircly support the
argument that I wish to put before the
House. In all fairness, it is right for me to
say that, as far as I have been able to check
the figures given in this pamphlet, they
are literally correct. The pamphlet is issued

by the Labour Party and it contains a
portrait  of  their late leader, Mr.
MecCormack, and the caption is in these

high-sounding phrases:—
“On the broad highway—Queensland
bounding shead.”
It goes on to say—

“Our sunny State of Queensland 1is
being  developed, strengthened and
enriched under sane Labour adminis-
tration. Here are figures which give
the lie direct and the final quietus to
those  moribund  misanthropes mas-
querading as an Opposition in Qucens-
land politics.”

The first figures deal with the population
of Queensland and they say—

_“In 1914 the population was 688,260 ;

in 1828 it had grown to 914.471. An

increase in population of 226,211.”
That, standing alone, may be taken as an
evidence of remarkable advancement and
apparent prosperity, because it represents a
growth of the population of 32 per cent.,
which is certainly a very gratifying result.
~ Now we come to the production from
industry. This pamphlet says that it in-
creased from  £38,396,000 in 1914 to
£54,418,000 in 1927.
_ That, taken literally, is a very satisfactory
increase; but, when you apply the ratio of
relative values, which must be applied to all

figures dealing with money and money’s
worth, then we find something entirely
different.

I shall show what it would take to
produce in 1927 the same amount of goods—
and, after all, goods are the only real form of
material wealth, and they are the one
source from which wages can be paid. We
find that, if they had only produced from
the whole of the industries in Queensland in
1927 exactly the same quantity of goods—
not value—in that yecar they would have
produced £63,993,333 worth. They failed
to produce that by over £9,000.000. That is
a very serious falling off. In spite of all
the increase of population, which must be
supported out of the production of industry
we had far less to divide. -

. In the same way the output {rom factories
increased from £25491955 in 1914 o
£41,827,767 in 1927. That, again. looks well
if vou take the figures at their face value,
but, when sou take them at the real value.
vou find that, if the factories in 1927 had
produced only the same quantits of coods
produced by a much less population in 1914.
they would have produced at the higher
values goods worth £42.486 591, When vou
take the whole of the industries of the Stato,
or the production from the secondary indus-
tries . alone, the same facts

[Mr. J. BE. Walker.
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apparent—we have a greatly increased popu-
iation, 32 per cent. more—we had an abso-
lutely lesser production during that time.
Toes not that make unemployment not only
comprchensible  but absolutely inevitable ?
There is far less to go round.

The same applies in regard to wages.
Nominal weges went up very considerably
during that time, but did the cffective wages
go up? The effective wages are those neces-
sities of life which the nominal wages can
buy. Though nominal wages have iner ased
by probably 70 or 80 per cent., the effective
wage has hardly gone up at all. 1 got a
great shock in studying that 11‘reproachabl(3
authority, the ¢ Australian Ycar DBook.
when I found this startling fact—that, in
spite of all the developments in machinsry. in
spite, most of all, of fourteen years of Labour
rule, the offective wage of adult males in
Queensland from 1901 to 1927 ‘had gone up
by 4% per cent.—less than ls. In the £1—in
spite of the great increase nominal wages.
The effective wage has not gone up appre-
ciably after fourteen years of Labour rule.
Tf we have not the same wage fund as we
had in 1914 it is inevitable that there must
be a large decrease in the total amount of
wages paid. So we understand one important
reason why unemployment 1s such a dire
problem in our conditions at the present
time.

At 5.15 p.m.,

The SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Mr. J. B. WALKER: Tt is not due to
over-production. I contend that over-
production is absolutely impossible ~ until

every man, woman, and child in our midst
has all the actual necessities for a decent life,
and some at least of the comforts of that
lifo; and it is the policy of homn. members
sitting on the Government side to strive
by every means in their power to accomplish
that desirable objective.
GoveERNMEXT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. J. E. WALKER: Other hon. members

have no doubt seen. as I have scen, cases of
a father and mother and several young
children without a single blanket 1n the

home to guard them against the severe
weather from which we are but now emerg-
ing. That is the main dircct cause of unecm-
ployment. We find that. however good the
motives of those responsible may have been.
the late Labour Administration put 0 many
obstacles in the path of progress that we
now are in that position where prices have
heen so forced up that many commodities
have been placed berond the rench of many
of our fellow citizenis, and so the demand
for them has fallen off. So. as T have tried
to show by these firures so kindly furnished
by the Opnosition themsclves, we are in this
position—that we have an ;fnprcwsed.p_opula—
tion and diminished production. which sup-
plies us with a very large explanation of the
state of things from which we are suffering
so severely.

These results would have been much more
apparent and deplorable were 1t not for the
lavish expenditure of loan money during
recent years. Other hon. members have
pointed out that during the fourteen years
of Labour rule the public debt of this State
has been doubled: and, unfortunately. a
large proportion of that borrowed money }_ms
been spent on entirely unproductive works,
and so its expenditure has placed a heavy
burden on the rising generation of this
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State, who must, out of their industry, pay
not only the interest but in the course of
vears the redemption as well. The present
(Government have succeeded to this cruel
legacy—and it is a cruel legacy—and it is
they who have not only to face those deficion-
cies, which have in consequence been brought
about, but at the same time must strive to
case the burden on the shoulders of those
on whom it will fall. Surclr a task for lion-
hearted men! We as a State must inevit-
ably face a period of serious deflation. I
think that to any caveful observer that is
absolutely apparent.

It is always well if periods of deflation can
be made gradual. Any sudden deflation is
one of the greatest hardships that can come
upon a community. Unfortunately, these
results are not alwavs within our control.
We want, as far as we can, to make that
deflation gradual, so that we can adjust
ourselves to the changing conditions: but
there are portents on the horizon that make it
doubtful whether we can do it to the extent
we desire. The editor of the * Statist.” a
world-wide authority recognised on all hands.
some months age cxpressed the opiunion that
the limit of credit not only on the part of
Great Britain but also on the part of the
United States of America had been almost
reached. That opinion has been borne out by
two recent facts. Those hon. members who
have followed financial questions in the news-
papers will remember that only a very short
time ago money at short call in New York
rose to 12 per cent., 15 per cent., and even
20 per cent. That showed a considerable
shrinkage in credit.

We have had a more ominous reminder
during the past day or two that our credit
iz not by any means unlimited. The Com-
monwealth Government have just placed on
the Fnglish market a loan for £5,000.000,
and it had to be placed at the highest level
of interest payment that the Commonweslth
Government have ever paid. A fraction
over £6 3s. per cent. has to be paid for
that short-term loan for only one vear.
These facts are certainly ominous, and are
causing every Government in Australia very
grave anxiety indeed. Were it not for the
loss of emoluments and prestige of office, hon.
members opposite should be shaking hands
with themselves very heartily indeed to have
escaped, the burden of carrying thesc cares,
which are now placed on other and more
capable shoulders. They must be borne,
and we have to face them. The Government
have a right to demand, not only from their
own followers, but from the Opposition and
from every citizen of Queensland, the fullest
support and sympathy in dealing with these
grave problems before us. We must face
them, and we will face them. (Hear, hear!)
We are face to face with the immense diffi-
culty, if not the absolute impossibility, of
securing from overseas an adequate supply
of loan funds. After all, that might prove
to be a blessing in disguise. It will throw
us back on our own resources, and it will
call for that self-reliance and that initiative
that have always been, and still are, an in-
herent part of the Ausiralian character.

During this period of deflation we feel
confident that the present Government will
cxercise every care and consideration towards
the public servants of this State. The
public servants are not responsible for the
position in which we find ourselves to-day.
Many economies will have to be faced.
They will be necessary; and I think the
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public servants themselves will realise that
1t is in their own highest and best interests
that the service should be placed in a sound
and healthy economic position. But, while
achicving that, the State should prove itsalf
a model employer, and, as such, should
extend every care and consideration com-
patible with the highest interests of the com-
munity to the public service of the State.
We on this side stand for efficiency and
cconomy. We also stand for the whole State,
in spite of that old and tco common appeal
made by the hon. member for Gregory this
afternoon, when he appealed to class con-
sciousness, and even to class  bitberness.
During the difficult period ahead we feel
that deflation can be made somewhat more
gradual—probably by refraining from filling
the different positions in the State as they
become  vacant, and by avoiding any
measure of retrenchnient.

But, as T say, this partr stands not only
for efficiency and economy but for co-opera-
tion in industry. That same spirit which
will help us so largely in the problems which
confront industry to-day might well find scope
of exercise by the Government in their deal-
ings with the public servants, especially in
regard to that great railway secrvice wherein
so many of our citizens find constant employ-
ment. 1 feel that the Government will stand
to their policy and pledges br striving to
show the same spirit of co-operatien and the
same regard for the general welfare which
is an important part of our policy in practice
in the daily life of these great concerns.
Tfficiency depends very largely on a healthy
measure of confidence, and it is the dutv of
our Government to see that that confidence is
well founded. We, as a party, stand for
every section of the community. As such we
have the highest welfare of every individual
in the State dearly at heart. We desire to
hold the scales of justice with an even hand,
vet feeling a spocial responsibility towards
those who are least able to protect them-
selves, That is the policy of the Govern-
ment. I am proud, indeed, fo belong to a
party which does not represent any section.
but represents the whole community, and
wants to conserve that feeling of oneness and
not to substitute that party outlook which
creates a constant feeling of class bitterness
and hatred which is the last resort of the
demagogue. We also want to remove from
out path all obstacles to the renewal of pros-
perity and the restoration of a sound econo-
mic position. If we get the support not
only of the party but of the public in the
high ideals we have set before us, this richly
endowed State will once more attain to_the
position of confidence and prosperity which
is its natural right.

GovERNMENT MewseRs : Hear, hear!

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I lis-
tened with some interest to the speech of the
hon. member for Ipswich, who has just
resumed his seat, and 1 am glad to hear
that he is one of those who have ideals, for
the simple reason that on a previous occa-
sion I heard one hon. member opposite refer
to an hon. member on this side who declared
for ideals as a visionary. We have some
visionarirs on this side of the House, and
evidently there are some on the other side
as well, But, if one is not very careful, he
will have his ideals shattered. Every man
ought to have an ideal, as an ideal is a
good thing to possess; and I have not much
time for the man who has not a high ideal.

My, Winstanley.]
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T must confess that, with so much of the
cordid. mundane, and material @hmgs in life
to-day, it is very difficult to maintain ideals.

The hon. memnber for Ipswich rather gave
his case away at the close of his address
wher he drew a picture of the Opposition
with respect to finance, for the simple reason
that the position not only applies to Labour
Governments but to Nationalist Governments
as well—to wit, the present financial position
of the Commonwealth Government. The
hon. member for Ipswich stated that the
present position of the Commonwealth Go-
vernment was due to circumstances over
which that Government had no control; and
the same argument applies in quite a number
of other directions in regard to the past
Government of Queensland.

I have something to say in reference to
the Address in Reply before I pass on to
the more important measures with which we
arc to deal this scssion. I take this oppor-
tunity of expressing my personal congratu-
lations to vou, Mr, Speaker, on the position
vou occupy. I know you sufficiently well,
and have kaown you long enough. to believe
that you are possessed of that patience, for-
hearance, and temperament which will enable
vou to see that the business of this Chamber
is conducted in an orderly manner.

I might also suggest that some hon.
members who zeem to have been disillusioned
on their appearance in this Chamber and
to think that things are not conducted as
orderly as they might be ought to take the

opportunity of visiting somo
[5.30 p.m.] other deltberative Assembly in

the Commonwealth. I venturc
the opinion that a comparison would reveal
that this Parliament is as well conducted
and as well behaved as any other Assembly
in the Commonwealth, and probably outside
it, if not much better conducted. Of courve,
there is room for give-and-take and differ-
ences of opinfon so long as one expresses
one’s opinions courteously and
naturedly.

I listened with a good deal of inter to
many matters to which the Governor referrsd
when delivering his Speech in another place.
His Excellencr, not content only with read-
ing or hcaring about Qucensland, is learnine
to appreciate the resources and the condi-
tions of Quecnsland by extensive travel over
all parts of it. I am more than pleased to
find that the Governor, who is a high
medical authority, and who is also a keen
and shrewd observer, confirms what many
members on Lhis «ide have said for a long
time past—that is that, notwithstanding many
of the disadvantages wunder which people
live in North Queensland, the boys and girls
of the North are both physically and
mentally of a very fine type. 1 reiterate
what I have said frequently—that the boys
ard giils of Worth Queensland ave equal to
the children in other parts of the State and
Commorwealth. That savs a good deal for
the North Cuecnsland elimate, notwithstand-
ing that somctimes it gets a bit on the hot
and uncomfortable side.

The rest of His Execellency’s Speech was
a dull, drab, and dreavry affair. and His
Excellency proved the truth of Solomon’s
proverb t ““ %uch resding is a weariness
of the flesh.”” because he foand it so before
he had finished his Specch. One would have
imagined that a party coming in flushed
with victory and full of enthusiasm wouald
have had something more original and con-

[Hr. Winstanley.
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structive than we have found in the Speech.
T listened to it carefully and I have reread
it; but it can only be described as a ¢ neck-
lace of negatives.”” It foreshadows twenty-
four Bills, twenty of which are amending.

am very doubtful whether they are mnot
going to destroy some of the good things
that have been placed on the statute-hook
in the days gone by.

Speaking generally with reference to the
speeches that have been delivered on the
motion for the adoption of an Address in
Reply, T am never carvied away with maiden
speeches, T have been here long cnough to
know that many make a brilliant speech,
but that is the only speech they make

worthy of the namec. Chay come into
Parliament like lons, and go out like
Jambs. On the other hand, many men who
have entered Parliament without any

flourish of trumpets on the part of other
people, and without any blowing of their
own trumpets, have in time developed into
useful and impertant members of the House;
so that I am well nware of the fact that
quite a number of people, so far as their
spceches are concerned, do not always come
np to sample. From that standpoint T am
by no means carried away by a man’s first
speech, or a woman’s either. and I reserve
my opinion regarding these members.
While new members arc entitled to every
consideration, and I think they alwavs get
it here—I know when I came here firsi I
received every consideration—it does seem
to me bordering on presumption when new
members begin to dictate as to how other
hon. members shall conduct themsclves. In
addition to that, when they state that they
do not want any advice from this side. it does
seem to me that even the voungest of these
people, whoever they may be, or whercver
they may come from, have something to
learn when they come into this House. In
addition to that, as hon. membe have
been told on two or threce occasions by
interjection, they should make sure of their
facts. That is very good advice. They
should make sure of their facts, but, unfor-
tunately, thev do not always do so, and in

their use of figures, they do not always
stick strictly to the truth. The hon. mem-
her for Ipswich. who has just sat down.

showed to his own satisfaction that. although
the nominal wage had increased during the
past fourteen years, the real wage bad not
increased. One naturally wonders, if that
is so, how it is that the people have been
able to live and spend like they have done
during the past thirteen years. Without
going into staristics, T am confident that the
people in 1914 could not have lived as they
have been living during the past few years
if money i« of less value now than it was
in 1914. If that argument applies to wages,
it certainly applies in quitc a number of
other dircciions; but the "hon. member did
not make the samz application when he
referred to the loan money speut during the
Jest fourteen years. As a matter of fact,
the same arguament can be applied to his
sccond lot of figures, as the lsan money
spent during recent vears did not purchase
anything like the samec amount of goods
that an equal amount of losn money would
have purchased in 1914,

Coming back to the point I raised about
dealing with facts, some of the staterents
that have been made in this House have not
been based on facts, and apparently proved
quite a number of things that are not true.
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T shall take one illusiration which will
serve for quite a number of instances. A
straw shows which way the wind blows. and,
if an hon. member makes sure of his ﬁormes
before quoting them in this House, and
gives some evidence of having conﬁlmod his
statements, his words will get more credencs
than if he just says anything that comes to
his mind without any concern as to whether
it is true or whether it is false. The hon.
member for Cook made quite a number of
statements that would not be difficult to dis-

prove; but I shall only deal with one in
order to prove my point. The hon. member
said—

“We have an area of 98.600 square
miles, carrying under 5,000 of a popula-
tion; yet there is available £34,000,000
under the Development and Mxrrlatlon
Commission. The past Adnumqhutmn
did not take advantage of that money for
the development of Queensland; but I
venture to say that the whole of that
monev could be spent in the Cook elec-
torate with advantage and to the advan-
tage of the people of Queensland.”

The hon. member for Cook

cther hon. members

—and quite likely
opposite are of the
same opinion—is labouring under a sad
misapprehension  when hLe talks about
£34,000,00C being available under the Deve-
Iopment and Migration agreernent. Nothing
could be further from the truth. Anything
that is made available for expendituve “under
that agreement has to be raised in the open
market by the State whirh is going to spend
it. That is indisputable. If there is any
dispute about it, I will furnish hon, members
with proof of what I say. Here 1s an extract
from a speech <elivered in Melbourne by the
chairman of the Development and Migra-
tion Commission, Mr. H. W. Gepp, whe, it
will be admitted, knows something about
the matter. Fle said—

“ Qo far as borrowing by the States is
concerncd, the Devo]opmenf and Migra-
tion Commission has a definite locus
standi only when it is proposed that a
loan shculd be raised under what is
known as the £34,000,000 Agreement.
becausc the Dev lor)ment and Migration
Commission is a body created by and
responsible to the Commonweulth Govern-
ment, and it is only when State loans are
raised under the £34,000,000 Agreement
ihat the Commonwealth Government is
direetly concerned in them.”

Surely that should be plain enough for any-
body! The advantages which would acerue
under the Development and Migration agree-
ment  gre these: The State niust raise
monev in the open market, just as it does at
any other time. The Inlpeual (;owelnmont
impose certain conditions in regard to settle-
ment. For the first five years the State will
get the money at 1 per cent. ; for the second
five years at half the cost of the money;
and after the second five years it will
have fo take the whole burden; so that it
is quite evident that the statement made
about there being £34,000,000 available under
this agrcement i3 so much nonsense. T do
not wonder at new members who have just
come into the House accepting statements of
this descriptien from those who have had
much more experience, and certainly ought
to know much better; yet ﬁ‘ruterr»ent have
been made from time to time in a similer
strain.

The Secrctary for Labour and Industry
made the statement in my electorate during
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the election camvpaign that the late Govern-
ment’s surplus had been built up by the
sacrifice of the poor ¢ Teddy bear.” The
hon. gentleman either did not know that that
money went to the Trust Fund, or else he
wanted deliberately to mislead the people
he was talking to. He can take which
explanation suits him best. Statements are
made on the spur of the moment, without
any regard as to whether they are true or
untrue, if it is thought they will serve the
purpose and score a poini.

I want to say a few words in reference to
land settlement. We are told that land
settlement is going to mean the salvation of
this counfry. Ringbarking and frechold
tenure are two planks of the salvation plat-
form. We are agreed on this point—that the
salvation not only of this country but of other
countries depends very largely upon the
policy and the way our lands are adminis-
tered and wused. Whatever problemn the
Government may meet * with or whatever
difficulty may arise, if you only trace it to

its :{mrw you will find its roots are in the
an

I would just like to say that it would be
very interesting indeed to have a definitiorn
of Lu{d eottloment from some hon. member
who sits on the Government side. The state-
ment has been made that only about 2 per
cent. of our lands have been alienated, and
hon. members or others who quote figures
like that no doubt do so with the idea of
conveying the impression that the amount
alicnated 1Is o small that it is compazatively
insignificant. I have no hesitation in sayinw
tha,t not 2 per cent., but in all plobabiﬁf}'
75 per cent. of the agricultural land in
Queensland has becn, if not settled, at any
rate alienated. I‘lgulﬂ show that about
24,000,000 acres of land in Queensland have
either been aliemated or arc In the process
of alienation. Hon. members opposite would
often try to make us believe that the issue
of a freehold deed to land makes all the
difference between successful land settlement
and otherwise: but T propose to _quote figures
to prove that there is nothing in that argu-
ment, because we find that, although nocnlv
18,000,000 acres have been ahenatcd in fee-
‘»lnlpl(} and over 6,000,000 acres arc in process
of alienation in foe- %ll’np]O makmg a total of
24,000,000, yet of that total less than 2.000.000
acres are under cultivation. There is cor-
tainly something wrong with that state of
things, and those figures present a problem
to those who say thut the issue of freehold
deeds are going to bring about land cultiva-
tion. VVhat about the cultivation of the land
for which deeds have already been issued?
Of the total of 24,000,000 acres therc arce—

Acres.

Under crop 1,066,612
Tallow 81.259
Broken up . . 11.597
Previously wnder mop 136.524
TUnder artificial grass 546,575
Total 1,842.567

Hon. members will see from that that barely
8 per cent. of the land which has been takeu
up alreadr and for which deeds have been
issued is being put to its best vse—in quite
a number of instances to any use at all. That
is Hﬂo agrienltural land, the best in the State,
and there must be something wrong with
such a state of affairs as that.

It is a remarkable thing that those who:
have so much to say against leasehold tenure

My, Winstanley.]
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think it is quite fair and proper to become
freeholders themselves and to grant leases
to other people. Only recently we had an
instance where an individual who had taken
up land attacked the late Government
bocause they would not allow him to cub up
602 acres of banana land into 10-acre blocks
for lease as banana farms. So there are
individuals who consider that it is 5ot per-
iicious to grant leasss for small areas for
banana farms, but that 1t is quite wrong
for the Government to grans perpetusl lease-
holds. In the latter case everything is wrong,
but in the case of an individual who wants
to grant leases he expects to be regarded as a
philanthropist.  Evidently, from what has
bheen said during the present dehate, some
hon. members opposite oceuby that position.

My, I'ry: Thst is a very unfair statement
to make.

Mr. WINSTANLLY: There is nothing
unfair about it. The people specified said
so themselves. The Eeonomic Commission
visited Queensland quite recently, and had
scmething to say on this particular point,
and the advice contained in its report is
well worth reading. They point out that
what is needed in Queensland and in Aus-
tralia generally is not more extensive settle-
ment but more intensive settlement. They
pointed out that they travelled along our
vailwar lines for hundreds of miles and saw
oxceptionally fine land, but not the slightest
sign of that land being cultivated. This is
what they say on page 19 of the report—

“The more intensive use of Jand
already in occupation in Australia is a
matter of the greatest importance. This
should be promoted by scientific research,

» and will merease the country’s wealth
more surely, rapidly, and cheaply than
further extensive development is likely
to do.”
That is sound advice, and advice well worth
heeding. I do not agree with anyone who
asserts that it is a satisfactory state of
affairs to keep land out of use ag is being
done in this State to-day. That is a wrong
state of affairs—in fact, a rotten state of
 affairs.  Those landholders are not land
settlers, but really land monopolists. They
are not using the land themselves, nor will
they allow anyone else to use it. That is
one reason why Queensland is in its present
position. We have the high price of land,
and hon. members opposite stand for the
high price of land.

Mr. KENNY: We stand for cheap land.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : That is not so. T
have heard the Premier say over and over
again that you cannot borrow on cheap land.
The whole idea seems to be to secure land,
then mortgage it, and be burdened with the
mortgage for the rest of your life, instecad of
securing it cheaply in the first place and
utilising your capital in the development of
that land.

AMr. KuxNy: That is what we advocate.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I do not think
the hon. gentleman knows what he advo-
cates.  Nobody can be satisfied with the
present state of affairs, not merely in Queens-
land, but in Australia as a whole. The
whole problem could not be sclved even if
a frechold title were granted without any
delay and a security was created upon which
the holder could borrow. The question would
then arise as to what should be produced.

[Mr. Winstanley.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

The landholder would no doubt find it
necessary to produce something that was not
at present being supplied to the Jocal
market. We wre told at the present time
that increased production means an increased
possibility of meeting our liabilities overseas
as well as providing wages, food, and cloth-
ing for those in this country. There is
scarcely any industry that is not subsidised
in some way or another to enable it to live.
W cannot carry on on that basis for very
much longer, and something will have to be
done in this direction. My contention 1s
that the land question is at the rcot of every
other question, but the majority of people
holding land to-day are faced with the
problem of over-capitalisation. The land is
50 heavily capitalised that 1t is very difficalr,
if not impossible, to earn interest on the
money involved and ecarn a living as well.
Some change will have to take placs in that
direction.

Apropos of this matter I wish to read a
paragraph which I recently took from the
¢ Brisbane Courier 7-—

“ A Ricu Coroxy.

““A series of articlos revealing the
enormous possibilities of the British
colonial Bmpire was recently contributed
to the “Times’ by Dr. Walter Elliot.
Dealing with British Malaya, he states
that in 1926 the ovarseas mmiports were
valued at £117.000,000 and the overseas
exports at £147,000,000. These remark-
able totals excecd those of the total
external trade of the whole of the rest
of the colonial dependencies put to-
gether. The value of exports per head
of the population of British Malaya for
the last two years has excecded that of
any other country in the world, and is
higher even than the figure for New
Zealand. which leads the self-governing
Dominions in this respect.”’

Malaya has a population of 4,000,000,
or 2,000,000 less than the Commouwealth of
Australia. The Government of Malaya had
the good sense to adopt a policy not to give
their land away to private individuals. The
bulk of their revenue comes from land. As
a result, they are not burdened with a whole
lot of taxes, but have been able to pay their
ordinary administrative and developmental
expenses, to make practically the whole
improvements of the country out of revenue,
and invest millions in the stocks ol other
countries. I turned up their *° Year Book,”
and found that last year the revenue ex-
ceeded the expenditure by nearly £2,000,000.
That meant that instead of going on the loan
market, they were able to take up scrip of
other governments. That is a practical
cxample showing how things can be done
if people desire to do them in a proper, just,
and equitable way.

Unemployment at the present time is a
world-wide problem. It exists in countrics
ruled both by ILabour Governments and
Nationalist Governments, If Nationalist
Yovernments could boast of no unemployed,
things would be remarkably good, but, un-
fortunately, they cannot say anything of the
kind. T could not help being struck by the
remarks of the hon. member for Ipswich
when he was dealing with the price of
money. He pointed out the high prices
being paid in New York for short-dated
loans. In an article I read the other day
contrasting America and Britain as lending
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powers, it was stated that America did ot
have the money for loans overseas in the
ame way as Britain.  The article went on
to point out that American tourists touring
Europe and other parts of the world spent

£100,000.000: consequenily goods to that
amount had to be exported to other countrics.

That goes to show that America—that woun-
derful ccuantry which iz often referrved to in
this Chamber—has not an equitable division
of its production if a handful of people can
sperd - £100,000,000 on touring while there
are millions in the country who have no
jobs and no wages at all. The Development
and Migration Commission have had the
question of unemployment under review for
the last three years and huve collected quite
a useful lot of data.

It is frankly admitted that uwnemployment
i« & world-wide problem to- day. If unem-
ployment were more wides p)md in Quecns-

land than in  other countries,
[7 pm.] then some blame might be
attachablo to the late Covern-
suent; but it cannot houestly be denied that

unomplovment is just as prevalent in
countries where Labour has never assumed
the control of the government. ‘Therefore,
it is not altogether a guesticn of the par-
ticular Goverument being responsible, but
vather is it cvident that other factors enter
into consideration. For example, as the
Development and Migration Commission
pointed out—and they can speak authorita-
tively from the data which they have col-
lected—trade cyeles  and  the transitional
stage from coal to oil in many industries
have contributed to the prevalent unem-
ployment, particularly in the latter case to
the thousands of coalminer: who are now
out of employment.

The hon. member for Ipswich has stated
that the wages of the workers are no more
cffective to- day than they were fourteen
vears ago, so it is evident that somebody
13 gettum more than a fair share of the
benefit of the increased production which
has taken place. But it is not over- produc-
tion that 1s causing unemployment; it is
under-consumption, Which is caused by the
fact that workers have not the wages with
which to_ purchase all the things they
require. It is well known that, when one
zct of workers is thrown out of employment,
the effect is felt by other workers whose
cfforts have been directed to producing
articles which are no longer capable of
being purchased, resulting in more unem-
plevment.

I know that the feeling exists that the
Government in power should take the blame.
When I sat on the other side of the Cham-
ber and anything was said about previous
Governments, the gentlemen in opposition
did not hesitate to say, “ We are not respon-
sible for previous Goxernmonts, ve have
nothing to do with what they did or did
not do and we cannot a(,oept any respons
sibility in that direction.” I say the same
thing to-day—that we are not responsible
for Governments that have gone by. If
hon. members opposite think that by railing
against the late Government they will im-
prove matters, then they are making a
great mistake. As a matter of fact, [hCV
have the privileges of office, and must accept
the responsibilities. 'The pr\ople outside are
not asking about what the previous Govern-
inent did; rather are they asking what the
present Government intend to do. Prior to
the election the Premier went thlough the
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country conveying the idea to the people
that he would find employment for those
who were unemployed. Amongst other
things, he said that he would provide
£2,000,000 to create 10,000 jobs; and he
pointed to that as a pledge of his sincerity.
Amongst the many circulars w hich he issued
was an autographed letter—evidently turned
out by a duplicating machine—which set
forth certain figures reluting to the mnem-
ployment question. In that connection it
1# interesting to note that, when a inan gors
into a witness-box, he is required to swear
that he will tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth; und when we
find a man who claims to be sincere-—and.
if T understand that sword correctly, T take
it to mean that the truth will be tokd—one

naturally  expects that when figures ave
quoted they will be wvead in their proper
relationship, and not merely to suit the

particular

Amongst other things he stated ihere had
heen a decrease of 26,858 in the population
of country districts. Nobody disputes that:
but does anybody pretcnd that the drift
from the countrs to the cities has been
greater in Queensland than it has been in
any other State of the Commonwealth or
greater than in any other country in the
world?  Most decidedly not. As a matter
of fact, in the State that the Premier came
from, and which is often held up as the
paragon of perfection—that is Victoria—the
drift from the country districts was 43.671
in the same time, which goes to show that
this drif$ is not peculiar to Queensland. One
of the reasons for the drift from the country
to the cities is that owing to the improve-
ment in modern machinery workers are not
required in the country districts to the same
extent as they were vears ago. Then, as
everybody knows, a drought has prevailed
in Queensland during the last two years, and
consequently men cannot find work in the
country, and they have come into the city
in the hope of getting work here.

purpose in view.

. gentleman also pointed out that
ing the past three years factories have
reduced the number of their employees by
729 and that the value of their products has
decreased by £7,000,000. That is nothing
more or less than mere figure-faking, for the
simple reason that the returns given in the
Commonwealth “ Year Book” are for the
five-ycar period; and, had the five-year
period been taken, the result would have
been very different from that set out in that
alleged autographed letter. Had the five-year
period been taken it would have been scen
that there was an increase in the number of
employees of 4,720, and an increase in the
value of production for that period of
£3,504,666 instead of a decrease of £7,000,000.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. GRIMSTONE (Stanley): In the first
session of a mnew Government it is only
natural that there should be many changes
in the composition of the House.

I desire to associate myself with the von-
gratulations of previous speakers. First, to
you, Sir, upon your elevation to the high and
honourable office of Speaker of this Assembly
—a position for which you are eminently
fitted, and I have every confidence that.
in the carrying out of the duties apper-
taining to that position, you will always

Myr. Grimsione.]
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maintain the very best traditions of the
office. I also desire to congratulate the hon.
member for Bulimba—the mover of the
Address in Reply—upon her conguest of
Bulimba—a brilliant victory in a notable
Labour stronghold. I can imagine the con-
sternation with which the news of her victory
was received on that historic night of 11th
May last. In fact, one may compare it to
the consternation that reigned throughout
Spain on that memorable morning in 1704
when England captured from Spain that
previously considered impregnable fortress of
Gibraltar. Gibraltar would be regarded by
Spain_ in exactly the samc way as Labour
regarded Bulimba.

I further wish to extend congratulations
to that same hon. member for being the first
woman to enter this Chamber, or to use her
own words, to enter the masculine fastnesses
of this Chamber: also upon the very fine
trend of her speech. T was particularly
impressed with its very high tone, and it
strueck me at the time, “This is indeed a
very worthy standard for snceeding speakers
in this debate to aim at in their contribu-
tions,”

Then I extend my congratulations to the
seconder of the motion for the adoption of
the Address in Reply, the hon. member for
Cook. He made an excellent speech, and
he so bombarded the Opposition that their
leader, in his reply, devoted what one may
call a paragraph in his speech to the hon.
member for Cook and, though there was an
implied sting in the hon. member’s remarks.
the fact that there was such a sting was
ample evidence of the excellence of the
speech of the hon. member for Cook. I
might also add my meed of praise and con-
gratulations to the various other new speakers
in the Chamber who have made their debut
this session; and, after listening to the
speeches, one must readily agree that the
debating strength of this Chamber has been
considerably strengthened as the result of
the decision of the electors on 11th May last.

GOVERNMENT MEwBERs : Hear, hear!

Mr. GRIMSTONE: 1t is not very long
since I also made m+ debut in this Chamber,
and I have many happy recollections of m¥
effort.

An OppeSITION MEMBER :
physical efiort. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. GRIMSTONE: I was under the
impression that maiden speeches were always
listened to with respect, as mine was last

It was a great

session. I regret that wuch evidently is not
now the case. It may be a delusion or an
tllusion. In seeking a cause for this change

and noting where the interruptions m=inly
came from, I was forced to the conclusion
that the sting of defeat was rankling so
much that hon. members opposite were for-
getting their good manners. I sincerely hope
that that is only temporary.

We have been assailed by hon. members
opposite with regard to not keeping faith
with the electors, We are a (Government of
what one might term five minutes duration,
and we are being assailed for not having
within the short space of time we have held
office carried out our promises to the clec-
tors. I think that the real worry of hon.
members opposite is not that we are not
going to carry out those promises, but that
we are going to carry them out.

GoveERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Kirwan: Perish the thought!

[Mr. Grimstone.
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Mr. GRIMSTONE: In listening to the-
speeches of hon. mewmbers opposite and their
attacks upon us, one would naturally assume
that they and supporters of the previous
Government had been most particular with
regard to the keeping of the election promises
that they themselves had made in previous
clection campaigns. Let us go back to the
1926 election. The Labour programme at
that time included among other things
childhood endowment, pensions for widows
and orphans, ne increase in the railway
tariff, preference to Quecnsland manufac-
tures, no undue burden of taxation, better
conditions for the worker, and just on the
eve of that election their leader, Mr. McCor-
mack, said—

“Labour is going to remain in control
of the Btate for the next three years,
and, as leaders of that party, we say
we shall deserve the trust. We can do-
and will do the things we have pro-
mised.”

Such was the election programme of the
Labour Party in 1926, We know that Labour
did retain control of Queensland for those
three years—and, I may add, to the detri-
ment of the State—but we shall just see
how they carried out the promises made
in 1626, and which were emphasised by the
late Premier just prior to the election.

The Treasurer: The Deputy Leader of the
01)1;osition holds down his head. (Laugh-
ter.

Mr. GRIMSTONE: Take widows' und
orphans’ pensions and childhood endowment.
Are they on the statute-book? No! Instead
of that, we have an increase of £5 & week
to members of Parliament.
_ An OrposiTioN MEMBER :
increase.

Mr. GRIMSTONE: I was not in Darlia-
ment when that increase was passed, and I
strongly denounced it amongst thousands and
thousands of other Queenslanders at that
time; and I shall prove my bona fides on
the question when the Bill to reduce caluries
is before the House in a short time,

You took the

Then they promised that there would be
no increase in railway charges. Well
have had increcases in freights rangh
10 per cent. to 50 per cent. They did not
carry out what they called “‘ retrenchment,”
they called it  deflation ”’; and from 2.000
to 3,000 of the employees in the Railway
Departmient were “ deflated,” and, in addi-
tion to that, they introduced the sysirmn of
pooling work,

Then thev promised preference to Queens-
Iand manufactures. There is nobody who
wiil not subscribe in some degree to the
policy of preference to Queensland manufac-
tures, But let us see what happened. We
know that the Ipswich railway workshops
are capable of turning out excellent loco-
motive enginex, but instead of giving that
work or some of that work to the Ipswich
workshops, they went overseas for tweniy-five
locomotives. At the same time the men in
the workshops at Ipswich were pooling work.
In addition to those locomotives, they went
overseas for a pilot stcamer and a couple
of hopper barges.

Then thew promised that there would be
no undue burden of taxation. What Lap-
pened ? They introduced what has boen
spoken of as cne of the most iniquitous fets
that has ever been passed—the Gift Duty
Act. They imposed an increase of 33 per
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cent. in stamp duties. Then we had an
increase in licensing fees and the registration
fees of motor cars,

They also promised beiter conditions fov
the workers. 1In place of that, we got an
increase in uncmployment—in fact, rvecord
figures—whilst the workers’ contributions to

the Uncmployment Insurance Fund werve
increased by 100 per cent.

Mr. WixsTanLey : That is not true.

Mr. GRIMSTONE: Of course it is true
They were increased from 3d. to 6d. por
week. Just glance back at how hon. members
opposite, when they were in power for a

term of three years, put into effect the
promises they made in 1926. 1t ill be(om(ﬂ
hon. members who have such a string of
broken promises to their discredit to stantl
up in their places in this [House and say.
when this Administration have been in office
for but a few moments, so to spealk, that
they have not kept their election pledges. As
T said earlier, the real worry with them is
not that we are not going to carry ther out,
but that we are going to carry them out.
There is an old “"LV]D‘T—‘DCthDN hon. mem-
bers opposite have not heard it— that peop 2le
who In in glass houses should not throw
stones.’

Mr. KIRWAN :
hair on it.

Mr. GRIMSTONE: It is,
applicable to hon, members opposite that
it 1s worth repeating. It ix rather remarkable
to note the change of front of hon. membrrs
oppoesite, particularly on the gquestion of
unemployment, We remember that, when the
question was raised in the House during
1ast session when hon. members opposite wern
then sitting on the Government benches, if
was rare indeed that one could get anv of
them to make any admission about unemnloy-
ment, or, if one of them did say something
ahout it. i would be something like this.
“Well. it is worse somewhere else.” [
remember saying that if hon. members who
were then on this side of the House had been
sitting in opposition and the same amonnt of
unemployment existed then as exists now. T
could imagine the thunderous denunciation
of the members of the Administration in
which those hon. members wounld have
indulged. We hear that thunderous denun-
ciation now-—a denunciation, really, not of
this Government. because we have only just
come into office, but denunciation of the late
Administration. It was the Labour Govern-
ment who really created this unfortunate
position,

That is an old chestnut with

but it is =0

Amongst the many other good things that
the elections of May last did was to awaken
members opposite to a fuller realisation of
the position in Queensland to-day—a po=ition
that is not of our creation, but is a legacy of
the Labour Government after fourteen vears
of more or less experimental legislation, or
what has heen termed bs other speakers the
result of a ¢ financial jazz.”” This party
have been called upon to endeavour to
straighten out this tangle in Queensland
and restore the State to that road to pros-
perity that sho should never have left. T
might use a simile 1mcr\mparmg Qucensland
with a ship—a ship that has for a con-
siderable time been sailing through very
tortuous and dangerous channels. It reaches
such a stage that absolute disaster seems
inevitable. At this stage the passengers
on the ship—to wit, the electors of Queens-
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land—take a definite and decided stand and
throw their pilot overboard—their pilot then
being Mr. McCormack—and instal a new
pilot, Mr. Moore, to hring that ship once
more through to safety. Just as the job
of bringing that ship safely through is
going to be a long and tedious process,
so also will the iob “of bringing Queensland.
back to prosperity be a long and tedious job.
Hon. members opposite do ot like the truth,
and it is fitting at this stage that we should
cvamine the position just as we find it as the
result of fourteen years of Labour rule. We
have an accumulated deficit amounting to.
£1,750,000, and an accumulated loss on the
railways of nearly £18,000,000.

An OrposiTioN MEMBER:
that before.

Mr. GRIMSTONE: You will
again. It is essential that the position
should be definitely stated here. Hvidently
hon. members opposite do not like to have
the position restated because it places them
is a very bad light.

We have heard

heav it

During the regime of the Labour Govern-
ment our loan indebtedness practically
doubled. The hon. member for Herbert
endeavoured to prove, or ihferred, that,
when Labour first took control of the
government of this State. the loan indebted:
ness amounted to something like £65,000,C00;
and he proceeded to state that., if one added
to that the amount of interest payable over
the remaining years, onc could easily account
for the increased loan indcbtedness to-day.
[ have yet to learn that the interest on our
loan indebtedness has been capitalised. The
arnual interest bill has increased from
£1,975,000 to £5,170,000, or an increase in
the charge on revenue from 13 per cent. to

54 per cent. In face of that, we have record
unemployment. Taxation has increased from
£554,000 to £4,671,000.

An  OrpposiTiox Mempser: Taxation has
increcased in all States.

Mr. GRIMSTONE: As the Treasurer

pointed out, as soon as something unpalat-
able is brought before hon. members
opposite, they immediately skip off to some
other place.

From that increase in taxation, £2,750,000
is required to assist to meet the annual
interest bill.  The por capita production.
which in 1915 was £14 0s. 5d. above the
Australian average, was reduced in 1927 to
£12 6s. 7d. below the Australian average.
The hon. member for Herbert, when address-
ing this Chamber, made the statement that
in 1915 the taxable income in Queensland
amounted to £16,250,000. which figure in
1928 had advanced to nearly £23,000,000.
His inference was that there had been no
increase in taxation, and that the increased
amount received under the heading of taxa-
tion was not increased taxation but a natural
result of the swelling of the taxable income.
Let us see how that tallies. In 1915 the
percentage of taxable income that was col-
lected by the Government was 5.8 per cent..
and in 1928 this percentage had risen to 23.12
per cent. Take this example. In 1918, 411
firms engaged in secondarv industries paid
an amount of £10,696 a: income tax, while,
in 1927, 270 firms engaged in secondary indus-
tries paid £153,613. That is to say, although-
141 fewer firms were engaged in this pav-
ticular industry, they paid nearly fitteen
times as much in income tax as in 18918
So much for the statement that the taxation:

Mr: Grimstone.]
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had not been increased. What is the result
of this crushing burden of tax on the people?
There can be only one answer to that—
a decrease in the number of secondary indus-
tries which necessarily means a decrvase in
employment. Unfortunately, this is the case
in Gueensland. Queensland statistics show
th“xr, for 1927 there werrs twenty fewer
factories engaged in production, while 2,323
fewer workers were engaged in this line of
production, whereas over the border in New
South Wales during the same period 20
new factories had been establisnod, co-
ploring an additional 9,902 workers:

Alr. Kirwan: How can vyou explain the
fact that New South Wales has a higher
percentage of unemployin

Br. GRIMSTONI: In Vietoria 122 addi-
tional factories were established in the same
period, giving emplovinent to no fewer thsn
8.630 employees. It murt be readils con-
ceded by all that one of the principal func-
tions of the Government is to do their ntmost
to encourage unew capital to come to thi-
State. We all desire to see an extension of
our secondary industries for, in addition to
the additional employment such factories
would create, ther would also inerease the
heme market for our primary and secondary
products. Unquestlonably the home market
is the best market. There would also be
an increase in the circulation of money by
way  of wages and this increased money
would, as a natural corollary. mean that the
people  would have a higher consuming
power. The country that is self-contained,
having no exports or imports, but consum-
ing the whole of its products locally, can set
up any standard of wages or COFdIthn» of
living, and without detriment. but where a
State like ours, at present, mainly a primars
producing State has to cxport its surplus
products and competo in the markets of the
world, then Sir, must we face the all-
important question of the costs of production.

Mr. W, Forcan SMITH: How do you pro-
pose to face it? ’

Mr. GRIMSTOXNE : If the hon. member
will listen, he will hear what I have to pro-
pose.

[7.30 p.m.]

Mr. Krrwan: You are the first who has
tackled it.

Mr. GRIMSTONE: Possibly the hon.
member has not been listening ; but upon this
question the very welfare of the State
depends. Our opponents declare that, when

we talk about reducing costs of ])FOdh(thH
we mean reducing wages. To that I say
emphatically that that is not necessarily so.
The surest and most effective method of
reducing costs of production is by increasing
efficiency. 1 mcan this increased efﬁmencv
to apnlv not only to the worker but to everv
stage in an industr management
oqtnllv as well as to the lower rauks of
the labour employed.

Labour politicians frequently assert that
ther have raised wages, They may
have assisted in raising nominal wages; buf,
as a result of their :Ldmmlbtratm’l thev have
also materially assisted in reducing the
effective wage. The effective value of £1

sterling is only 12s. to day, so that the
cffective basic wage is not £4 5s. bus
£2 11s. per week. The effective value
should, therefore, be increased; and, if hon.

membors oppomte were as sincers and honest

[Mr. Qrimstone.
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in their desire to bring about a better con-
dition of affairs as they profess to be, they
would work wholeheartedly with that object
in view.

How can this be done? Tirstiy, we want
the hearty co- operatlon of all ceucerned 1n
our slogan of  “Increased Efficiency.”

Nor;‘ increase of ls, in the effective value
of the £1 means an effective increase in the
vages of workers of 4s. 3d. per week.

that is a slogan worth adopting !
Haxtox : Dut slogans won’t feed the

Surely

M.
peaple.

Ar. GRIMBTONE: Bat it stands to
csson that, if hon. members opposite—ihe
called leaders of the people—keep preach-
- thc;r gospel of strife, we cannot have
which cannot exist
sicton prevail between

efficiency,
discord and s

iwo partics engaged in industry. Only
other day the hon., miember for Pad-
rton, the ex-Secretary for Mines, when

speaking with reference to the Bowen State
coalmine, szid that costs of production
dgepended upon output. and that the greater
e output the lower the cost. In effect,
hc meant that the greater the cfficiency
the lower the cost, which is a confirmation
of thn point T am now making. Let us see
‘he

W th(‘ letmff off point for this in-
should be. First of all,
mplete conhdenea should exist between

all parties. The opportunity should be avail-
able at all times for free and frank dis-
cussion between the parties; there should
Le au opportunity for all to participate in
profits; and also for the increase cf the daily
or weekly earnings. Lastly, but by no mcans
east, there \hode be absolute freedom from
nohmcal interference.  If Thon. members
ospposite and the union secretaries were the
true friends of the workers that theyv claim
1o he. they would advocrate this closer co-
operation in industry instead of the class
antagonism that, unfortunately, exists to-day.

Capital and labour are interdependent,
just as the human body is depeudent for its
motive power upon the action of the heart.
Peace in industry is an important factor in
this question of unemployment. When we

sce in Queensland that during the past five
vears there have been 131 dmputes in which
£9.150 workers were involved, with a total
Inss in wages of £612,875. how can we say
that we have that true cfficiency that is so
vitally necessary for the satisfactory develop-
ment, progress, and cmployment of its
people ?

It is freely recognised that this constant
fxiotion an constant suspicion, with its

ompannng loss of efliciency, is an import-
"ut factor in {he creation of unemployment.
1 welcome the amending Arbitration Bill
as  forecast in His Tixcellency’s Speech.
bevause I believe that it is going to assist
materially in bringing about that closer co-
operation and that greater efliciency that is
s0 nocessaty. 1t will provide greater oppor-
tunities for the worker, and it will enable him
to get the full measure of his labour, and,
as stated in the Covernment Polwv qpeech
opportunities for co-operative work, profit
sharing, and payment by results, or the
incentive wage will be provided.

No man should be denied the right to live
or the right to work. This, unfortunately,
is the case at the present time. I refer par-
ticularly to the question of closed union
books; and I do hope that this Bill, when
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it comes before the House, will make pro-
vision for that particular aspect.

In this connection I would like to quote
from an article by Cyrus McCormick, who is
at present in Australia. This article was
published in the Melbourne “ Herald,” and

probably hon. members have read it
Mr. McCormick is vice-president of the
international Harvester Company of the

United States of America, a huge organisa-
tion employing somethinz like 45.060 mien,
He is commenting upon the rclations exist-
ing between employers and cmployees in
America and the efforts adopted there to
promote peace and harmony in industry. He
says that they had instituted there a works
- council, which includes vepresentatives of the
employeces. Among the functions of this
works council is the discussion of all cucs-
tions on matters arising between the workers
and the management, particularly including
the questions of wages, hours, and working
conditions. His conclusions are that the
results of the works council are ecminently
successful, He says there is not in America
that sharp demarcation between the employer
and employee which is to be found in older
countries. Unfortunately, that sharp demar-
cation exists in this country, which is regret-
table. Then he goes on to say that the youing
American wants to get ahead. o knows thar
the higher positions aro obtained by encrgy,
integrity, and intelligence. As he sworks
he likes to believe that he is serving himself.
What a fine gospel that is to preach to
our people, instead of this everlasting strife
and ferment! We can easily substitute the
word ‘“ Australia ” for the word © America,”
because there are similar opportunities for
the Australian worker here just as there
are for the American workers over there.
The point that I am making is that ihere
are opportunities for the worker here, if he
is given a free hand. Unfortunately, at the
present time he is not given a free hand
owing to some unionistic decree. 'This is
an opportunity for hon. members opposite
to prove that they are the true friends of
the worker by preaching this gospel of closer
co-operation and greater efficiency, We are
endeavouring to do this, and T feel quite
confident that, as a result, the worker will
still feel that he has more genuine friends
on this side of the House than elsewhere.
Mr. McCormick goes on to say—

“The American system is one that
belicves in the doctrine of high wages
because high wages give high consuming
power, but the high wages are earnsd
wages, gained by efficiency. The piece-
work system is very popular with the
workmen because they know that as ther
become more efficient their earnings
increase. The Amecrican employer does
not cut piece-work ratex. He knows
that extra effort on the part of the
worker pays dividends to him as well as
to the worker. In American manufacture
there is practically no such thing as
what is called in Lngland “ea canny.”
The American workman has come to the
conclusion that the better he works the
greater are his carnings, the greater his
own consuming power, and there are
therefore, more sales and more work for
him at good wages. ”

That is one of the factors that would help
very considerably in the solving of the unem-
ployed question—by preaching the doctrine
of greater efficiency—by allowing the work-
men themselves a freer hand than they have
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at the present time to increase the cfficiency
in industry, increase the consuming power of
the people, and we shall not have, as the
Leader of the Opposition said, over-produc-
tion.

Further on, he deals with prp[i_t-sharing,
There arc 45,000 employees participating in
the dividends of the company. That is one
of the things which, as I mentioned earlier,
we propose to make possible for the Aus-
tralian workmen. Under such conditions
and ideals it is not to he wondered at that
they have a very much higher efficiency over
there than we have here, unfortunately. 1%
should be our aim to strive to bring the
cfficiency of our country to an equality with
that of America,

Mr., HyxEs:
country ?

Mr. GRIMSTONE: I am not decrying my
country. I take second placc to no man in
regard . for his country. I am one of those
who have such a pride in his country that
he is not content unless he sees his own
country taking the foremost place in what-
ever it may undertake. Mr. McCormick, in
summarising, states the effect of the works.
council upon production in these words—

Are you deorying your

“{a) Makes for safer working condi-
tions:

“(h) Improves the quality;

“(¢) Increases the efficiency.”

The workman there recognises that his
interests and those of his employer are not
separate, but are demonstrably one and the
same. ITere is an extract from a speech made
by His Grace Archbishop Duhig, in February
last—

“The working man of to-day could
not do as he liked, but only as his union
ordered him. It was a great pity to kill
individuality and personality. One stan-
dard of work had been set up, and there
was no incentive for the working man
to make for improvement.”

To-day we are endeavouring to provide the
working man with the opportunitv to free
himself by throwing off his chains and
regaining the individuality and persomality
that are to give him the incentive once again

to climb higher and higher the ladder of life.

While on the matter of efficiency 1 wish
to say that so far I have only dealt with
cfficiency as it applies to the manufacturing
side of industry. also mean my remsrks
to apply to other industries as well. Take
the wool industry, for instance. Undoubtadly
Australia leads the world both in the quality
of wool and in production per sheep. But
because we occupy that position are we to
rest content and say we cannot go any
further?  What an immense bencfit it
would be to our country if we could increase
the production of wool per sheep by, say,
% 1b. or even 1 1b.! I do not think that is
impossible. What an immensc benefit that
would be to our country! This is why I
welcome the establishment of this Council of
Scientific Research te give us a lead in a
matter such as this.

Mr. Bruce: It is increasing every day.
Mr. GRIMSTONE: That is so, but let us
keep on.

T would also point out that Australia only
occupies the twenty-sixth place in the world
with regard to the wheat yield, the average
in Australia being 13.24 bushels per acre,

Mr. Grimstone.]
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whereas in Denmark the average is 40.51
bushels per acre. There is ample room for
improvement there.

Take maize. We find that Canada leads
the world in maize production per acre, the
average being 42.3 bushels per acre, while
Australia occupies fifth place with a yield
of 27.16 bushels per acre. This certainly is
.2 much better position; but can we not go
right to the top?

Then take the dairying industry! It s
ccrtainly pleasing to note the cfforts made to
increase efficiency in  this industry by
herd improvement, herd-testing, and so on.
But we have a long way to go yet before we
can say that we have gone far enough, or
that we have reached such a state of effi-
ciency that we can afford to rest. In connec-
tion with this problem I raise the most
important question of fodder conservation as
one constituting a big factor in the progress
of the industry.

I have just mentioned a few avenues for
improvement. There are many other phases
upon which I could touch, but my tume is
going, and I have said enough to show what
an immense field there is for the activity of
the Bureau of Research.

Now I come to the question of land settle-
ment. If this question is tackled in the way
in which I am sure the present Government
will tackle it, I am sure it will assist
materially in the reduction of the numbers
of our unemploved. It is depressing to know
that during the past thirteon vears the land
not occupied has increased hy 20,000,000 acres
—from 69,070,920 acres in 1915 to 89,248,752
acres in 1828. That is very unsatisfactory
in a country like this, and I ‘heartily wel-
come the Land Act Amendment Bill which
is forecast, whereby we shall have the restora-
tion of the freehold tenure and the removal
of the dictatorial and irksome restrictions
on our land settlement, 1 anticipate a very
rapid increase in land settlement in the very
near future, and I think that, as a result,
we are going to have a cheek on this alarm-
ing drift from the country iato the citics.
This drift citywards is the nmatural result of
decreased land settlement, as will be seen
“from the following figures:—

SETTLEMENT.

27.000.000 acres
500,000 acres

Laxp

1909-14, increasc
1822-28, decrease

POPULATION.

1809-14.
Increase.
Cities and towns 43,406
Shires 17,474
1920-26. -
Cities and towns 153,050
Shires 26,358

With an increase in land scttloment we are
naturally going to check the drift from the
country into the cities, and this also has a
very important bearing on the question of
unemployment.

With only a minute to go, T wish to take
this opportunity of congratulating the elec-
tors of Queensland upon their decision of
11th May. as a result of which we now have
on the Government benches an Administra-
tion whose dominant principles are honesty
of purpose, integrity, and common scnse.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

[Mr. Grimstone.
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
. A. Atherton, Chillagoe), who was received
with Government cheers, said: I would,
first of all, like to congratulate you, Mr.
Speaker, on the high position you have
attained in this House. I am especially
pleased, as onc of the Northern members,
to have the honour of having you as Speaker
upon my Iintroduction to this Assembly.

1 also congratulate the electors of Bulimba
upon having had the honour of electing the
first lady member of the Queensland Parlia-
ment. To the hon. member herself I offer
my sincere congratulations upon the con-
vincing manner in which she won the
Bulimba seat. The wonderful victory that
she achieved in doing so has thrilled Queens-
land and showed that on this occasion
¢ Wright was wrong.”” (Laughter.) T also
congratulate the hon. member on the
splendid speech she made, and I congratu-
late my next-door colleague, the hon. member
for Cook, on the splendid speech with which
he seconded the Address mm Reply. It is
clearly evident that the hon. member who
represents the Cook constituency will not
prove as silent as was the late member.

Mr. Bruce: Don’t be dirty.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That
statement is quite clean; I always play
fair. I take my place in this Assembly as
Secretary for Mines, and at this juncture 1
should like to assure you, Sir, and hon.
members that Queensland possesses ab-
solutely the richest mine in the Common-
wealth.

Mr Bruck: Who told you that?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have
cained that experience during the short time
that I have been Secretary for Mines. But,
unfortunately, that mine has been so un-
syimpathetically, carelessly, and badly
managed that its timber structure has almost
decayed, the mine has become flooded with
water, and quite a considerable quantity of
the ground work has caved in. As vou are
aware, Mr. Speaker, when a mince reaches
such a stage of disuse, it requires a period
of perhaps years and iremcndous expense
to dewater the mine and restore it to the
state of high efficiency which existed per-
haps ten or twelve vears before. The mine
to which I refer is this wonderful State
of Queensland. The administration io which
we have been subjected over the past four-
teen years has brought Queensland practi-
cally to the brink of bankruptey, and,
although it is 10 easy task to restore Queens-
land to its original sound, prosperous con-
dition, given a little time, the present
Government will restore the State to the
happy position that it enjoved fourtcen or
fifteen years ago.  An ex-Minister of the
Crown, when speaking the other day from
the Opposition benches, doubted the wisdom
of the Premier in uppointing two political
novices to his Cabinet. My only reply is
that, if the whole of the Cabinet were com-
posed of novices, they could not be guilty
of a more lamentable display of inefficiency
and disaster than we suffered at the hands of
the past Labour Cabinet.

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Dase: The Premicr selected the hest
matevial available.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I
accept that compliment from the hon. mem-
ber. It is my intention to do my very
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best in the interests of the State as a whole;
but, even 1f T did my very worst, I could
not exceed the ruination of the past
Administration,

I have the honour to vepresent an elec-
torate of which you have all no doubt heard
mention in this Assembly. I refer to the
electorate of Chillagoe. I regard it as a
high compliment to have the honour of
representing the electorate of Chillagoe. In
view of the present financial position in
Queensland, and in view of conditions
generally, it is necessary that those who
control the destinies of the State should be
possessed of broad vision in order to im-

prove the present condition. I say with-
out fear of contradiction that no other
electorate in Queensland hus a greater

possibility of being able to do that than
the Chillagoe electorate which I have the
henour of representing. A greater quantity
of wolfram and bismuth has been won from
the Chillagoe electorate than from any
ofher country of the came area in any part
of the world. There is no reason why
Chillagoe should not produce as much in the
future as in the past. Chillagoe also holds
the proud position of having the second
largest silver mine in Queensland.. There
also happens to be in my eclectorate a dis-
“trict of which possibly a fow hon., members
may have heard, and that distriet is
Mungana.

(YOVERNMENT MEMEERS: We  have heard
about that before.

The SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have

the honour of representing Mungana, which
is part of the Chillagoe electorate; and I do
hope that during the next few years Mun-
gana will not be looked upon in such an
unsavoury light as in the past, but that it
will once again become a wealth-producing
distriet, and be looked upon not only by the
public, but by Queensland and the Common-
wealth, and even by people right across the
seas, in a more favourable manncr than it
has been during the last five or six years.

Mr. CorrLins:
innuendoes.

Mr. Kenso: There is a lot cf smelly busi-
ness about Mungana, anyway.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It may
unot be out of place for me to mention right
herc what was done in regard to the Mun-
gana mine. I do not intend to get down
to tin tacks; the whole details will shortly
be available for the information of the
people; but suffice it to say, in order to let
hon, members know the position, that the
Mungana mine at one time was lying idle
and was not considered worth while for the
Government to take up. As a matter of
fact, the hon. member for Cairns, when
addressing the Townsville Labour Conven-
tion, was asked why he had not opened up
some of the silver-lead mines in Neorth
Queensland, and he replied that no one would
think of taking up such a mine with lead
at £20 per ton, with any hope of making it
pay. What do we actually flnd was the
case? Thev waited for a considerable period,
and, when lead rose to £40 per ton, a com-
pany took up Mungana and worked it for
a considerable period. Lead dropped again
to £822 16s. per ton, and the Qucenstand
Government then turned round and pur-
chased Mungana for £40,000. [ am speaking
«of a matter that I know something about.

You are indulging in
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Mr. BRUCE interjected.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can

assure my hon. friend that I know ore
about Mungana and Chillagoe than he
imagines I do. I was born in the district,
and I have lived in the district all my life.
(Opposition interjections.) I eclaim to know
something about my electorate—possibly
more than some hon. members sitting
on the Opposition benches lknow of their
electorates. ‘That reminds me of the story
of a man coming from overscas to Queens-
land. He was asked, * What are you going
to do In Queensland?”’ ‘I am going in for
politics,” he said. Hec was asked further,
“On what side?” 'The overscas man said.
“71 won’t know until I get there.” (Laugh-
ter.) I am not one of those men; I always
know the colour of my polities,

Mr. CorriNs : Innuendoes again.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No hon.

member in this House, or any man out of
this House, has the slightest chance of alter-
ing my political convictions.

GovERNMENT MEmBERS : Hear, hear!

After that they closed Chillagoe down, and
automatically with that closure in July, 1927,
the Mungana mine ceased to function. What
T take exception to is the manncer
in which Mungana was closed
down. I do not think many
people are aware of what happenced, but
I can tell them that, when the manager
was given instructions at 4 o’clock one after-
noon to close the mine up in the morning,
he appealed most strongly for two or three
days’ grace in order that he could remove
the valuable machinery. He was told that
the adjectival machinery could stop there,
that the mine must be closed in the morning.
The manager again appealed in vain for the
opportunity of taking that valuable
machinery out of the mine. The result is
that to-day the mine is full of water, and
there is at least £4,000 worth of machinery
lying anywhere bencath 600 and 700 feet of
water. The same remarks apply to its sister
mine, the Lady Jane, in which over £4,700
worth of machinery is now lying in many
hundreds of feet of water. Later on, when
the Government did not consider it wise
to reopen Chillagoe or work that mine, what
did we find? They simply allowed the lease
to lapse, and handed Mungana onc: more
to Ahern and party. I do not blame the
latter party one iota for accepting the mine,
but I do not think that 2 per cent. of the
people of Queensland arc aware that the
(overnment do not own the Girofla mine.
which is owned by a party of five or six
individuals, to whom it was given in 1928.

That is the true position with regard to
Mungana, from which it will be scen that
not only has Mungana been crucified by
leaving valuable machinery under water, hut
also has boen sacrificed by the lease being
allowed to lapse and to be taken up by
Ahern and company.

The day will come in Queensland when we
must realise that morc scientific and up-to-
date methods must be employed in mining
activities. The day is long since past when
the individual miner can go out with his
pick and shovel, make a temporary windlass.
and scratch a living out of the wealth left
near the surface of the ground. The most
soientific methods must be adopted to
exploit the mineral wealth of the State. As
I said a minute ago, we all agree that

Hon., E. A. Atherton.]
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the day is past when these mines can be
worked on the old haphazard system.

Mr. Bruce: You have got to put the
copper there that you have taken out.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
copper and the lead are still there, but we
have to adopt modern scientific methods to
enable us to treat ores profitably that we
are now dumping. In the past_the eyes
were picked out of the mines. 1 am not
refewm;r so much to gold mines. but in
connection with other mining we only picked
out the eyes. Oub of every 100 tons of ore
produced possibly 10 tons were treated and
the other 90 tons were dumped.

Mr. Brucr: Did they not treat low-grade
ore at Chillagoe?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Thev
treated a lot of low-grade ore. They also
treated ore that was not worth a snap of
the fingers, but they purchased it from some
individual. It was not out of their own
mine. The day has come when we must
treat this low-grade ore as a payable pro-
position, because in nearly every other coun-
try in the world they arc treating ores of a
lower grade than ores we are dumpirg
to-day. If we adopt scientific methods, with
the most up-to-date machinery, there is no
reasonn why similar low-grade ores cannot
be treated in Queensland,

Mr. BrRuce: Are you going to put up-to-
date machinery in Chillagoe ?

The SECRETARY TFTOR MINES: The
hon. member wants to know if we are going
to put that machinery in Chillagoe. T think
the machinery at Chillagoe and Mungana
already cannot be surpawod in any part of
the world. especially the human machinery
that handled the financial side of it.

The present Government have lost no time
in commencing to clean up the mess that
was left by the late party in power in con-
nection with State cnterprises and other
non-payving propositions. I was highly
amused the other dav when the Leader of
the Opposition, by way of interjection, asked
the Secretary for Labour and Industry what
value he put on the goodwill of the State
cannery. I have been in business all my
life, and T never realiscd previously that a
business that was continually losing money
had any goodwill whatscevér. The State
cannery has shown a huse deficit. in %plto
of the huge amount that has been written
o}

An OrposrrroNn MEMBLR interjected.

The SEORETARY FOR MINES: T have
been able to run a business all my life, and
I have never worked for a day’s wages in
my life, and that is more than can be said
by some hon. members sitting on the Opposi-
tion benches. They may have tried to run
a business, but the success that they antici-
pated was not met with, and they were
forced back IlpO"l the wages market. T must
apologise. T said a moment ago that I had
never worked for a dav’s wages in my lifc.
I presume wages would include salary, and,
in case that is so. I wish to state thab for
three months I have been a Cabinet Minister
and have been drawing a salary. But this
is the first time in my life that 1 have
drawu a salary.

Quéeensland was struck nothing less than a
deathblow when the right of freehold tenure
was taken from the people.

[Hon. E. A. Atherton.
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I think is was in 1811 that the people were
given the right of perpetual lease if they
wished it. Prior to that, when it was
optional for a sclector to take either a free-
hold or a leaschold, to show hcw popular
the leasehold tenure was, whereas over
112,000 acres were taken up in one year
under freehold tenure, only 2,000 acres
were taken up under the perpetual leasehold
tenure. Even when the Labour Govern-
ment put an Act through and saddled the
perpetual leasehold Qv"tem on the people,
when they discovered that it was detrimental
to the State thev should certainly have
removod it. I am not blaming anyone,
because the party that never made a mistake
also never did much good; but they should
be broadminded enough, when they sce that
anything is seriously affochng the welfare of
the State, to rcmove the obstacle. The only
way to remove the obstacle is to allow the
people to revert to freehold.

I have been convinced sirce I have been
in the House for the last few days that hon.
members opposite are what I might term
more narrow-minded than I kad ever any
idea of before. As the old saying is, there
are some peoplo who are as narrow in the
forehead as a sardine, and I honestly believe
that some of these business pcople exist in
Brisbane. I would refer to the freehold
tenure in my own eclectorate. I represent
possibly the most cosmopolitan clectorate in
Queensland, an electorate that produces
nearly every mineral known, the finest tim-
ber in the world, and is one of the greatest
maize-producing centres of Queensland. and
also contains the finest dairying country in
Queensland. When goineg through my elec-
torate, I noticed the difference in the selec-
tions that were taken up under the free-
hold tenurc and those which were token
up under the perpetual leaschold feiiure.
You had not the slightest necessity to ask
people whether any place was freehold or
perpetual leasehold, because you could see
by the lmplmemenh on the farms which
thev were. The man with a freehold pro-
perty had very substantial yards and bails
for his dairy concreted right through. In
the case of the man who had a perpetual
leasehold. his dairy yards were knee-deep
with mud. Those people do not feel inclined
to spend money to put up concrete buildings
on their farms, because, first of all, they
carnot raise the capital to do it on per-
petual leasehold tenure; and, secondly, the
more thev improve their farms the more they
are taxed for improving them. T think that
Queensland is the only counfry in the world
where a man is taxed for improving the
property of the State.

Mr. Hynes: You do not know much
about it.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES I

happen to know a ereat deal about 1t I
have done more farming than the hon. mem-
ber has ever seen, and T know exactly what
I am talking about. That was one of the
deathblows that was dealt to Queensiand.
I am gled to say that it will only be &
verv short time before the peonic of Cueons-
land wil! again ba able to sav that they
can take up a selection under the old free-
hold tenure.

GOVERNMENT MEMBIRS : Hear,
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: To any-

one with any ambition, to anvone who likes
to own a piece of property, and, later on,

hear!
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pass it down as a heritage to his next-of-
kin, the freehold tenure certainly offers
more attractions than does leaschold, under
which a man knows that the property he is
improving to such a high degree will never
be his and he will never be able to hand
it down to a later gencration.

I have been convinced for years that the
past Government never governed Queens-
land. There was never any sccret about
who governed the State. It was the Aus-
tralian Workers” Union. A striking instance
of that occurred at the time of the big
trouble in North Queensland, when a very
high authority in the Government service
said to the men, “I will sce that we pass
legislation to do so and so.” What was he
told by the secretary of the Australian
Workers’ Union? 1 cannot tell you here
exactly what he said, but it was to this
effect ; ** Our troubles about the Government;
they are not running Qucensland. We are.
The Government will do as we tell them.”
That is what happened in Cairns. I, as
chairman of the Cairns Harbour Board, was
at the time discussing the matter with these
other two or three individuals. So I cannot
understand how anybody can deny here that
the Australian Workers’ Union did control
Queensland.

Mr. Corrixs: The Emplovers’ Federation
run you.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Bowen interjects that the
Tmployers’ Federation run me. All I can
tell the hon. member is that I have never
belonged to the Employers’ Federation in
my life; and, if he can find my name in their
books, T will forfeit my seat.

Mr. Corrixs: That does not make any
difference.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Now

the hon. member, like a carpet snake, is
trying to wriggle out of it.

Mr. Coiuixs: Why are vou talking about
carpet snake:? Why do vou not play the
game ?

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: The
hon. member is mnot accustomed to carpet
snakes. e 1is accustomed to tiger and
diamond snakes—they are more senomous.

I would like to deal with the Government's
purchase of the State stations and the lack
of knowledge they displayed when they
bought them, when the prices of cattle were
right at their top. They never went any
higher, and ther started to fall almost
immediately. I find also that their method
of buying—in my arca they bought six
stations—was such that they did not buy
until somebody else had actually come along
and bought the stations. Then in a few
weeks these persons passed them over to the
Government—at what profit I am not able
to tell at this juncture.

T have occupied a good deal more time than
I expected. and now T want to refer at some
detail to the truly extraordinary agreement
that the late Government made with Mr. I,
C. Sleigh, of Melbourne, in 1927, for the
sale of coal from the State coalmine at
Coilinsville.  Notice has been given of a
lot of questions on this point, and possibly
many of them will be answered now.

In his specch delivered on 28th August
in this House the hon. member for Padding-
ton, who was Minister for Mines at the
time the agreement was made, said that he
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had paid detailed attention to this matter.
Later in his speech he said that the Sleigh
agreement was only for coxl for overseas
trade and overseas bunkering, yet the agree-
ment to which the late Minister paid detailed
attention definitely states that Sleigh is
appointed the sole and exclusive agent for
the Queensland Government for Bowen coal
for bunkering overseas vesscls and for export
outside the State. It is quite clear that the
hon, member for Paddington, as Secretary
for Mines, had only a very vague idea of
the contents of the document to which he
appended his signature. Contrarv to his
idea of its contents Sleigh was given coal
at a cost of about 2s 6d per ton under the
cost of production, and from bs. to 6s. per
ton below the cost of coal to other pur-
chasers, including interstate vessels. This
agreement, which made him the sole and
exclusive agent. included sales to other
States. I will deal further with this phase
of the question later on.

An Orrosition MemBER: Next week.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
will get it tomight, if I have timec. 'The
point I wish to make now is that, although
the hon. momber for Paddington said on
Wednesday last that he paid detailed atten-
tion to ihis matter, and that he signed the
agreement with the very best intentions, im
reality he knew very little at all about the
agreement that he signed on bchali of the
Government. My opinion is that there was
a master mind behind this agreement, just
as there was a master mind behind the
peculiar transactions of the late Government
i connection with the Mungana mines.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: [ do

not for a moment think that the hon. mem-
ber for Paddington had any rcal grasp of
the cssential features of the Sleigh transac-
tion at all. I believe that this transaction
was conceived by the type of business mind
that carried through the Mungana transac-
tion to such a successful comclusion, and, to
a lesser extent, the type of mind that could
contrive to extract from the public purse
a sum of not less than £13 a day for
travelling expenses. These were the minds,
Mr. Speaker, that were behind that agree-
ment, and not the mind of the hon. mem-
ber for Paddington. Under this peculiar
agreement Mr. Harold Crofton Sleigh was
empowered to demand from the Queensland
Government 500 tons of the usual merchant-
alle quality of Bowen coal every twenty-
four hours at the following prices, delivered
or trucks at the mine:—

Per ton.
s. d.
Best screcned coal 4 0
Run-of-mine coal 12 0
Screened small cool 11 0

The agent on his part was under no obliga-
tion whatever, except to use his best en-
deavours to execute the sale of the said coal
Two months prior to the signing of this
extraordinary agrecmerit the matter was
referred to the supervisor of State coalmines,
who reported adversely upon it. He pointed
out that the average cost of production
of coal at that time was 14s. 6d. a ton,
and stated that it was impossible to reduce
the existing prices of 20s. a ton for screened
coal and 16s, a ton for unscreened coal.
He also pointed out that the greater the
sales of screened coal—the kind of coal that
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Mr. Sleigh would require—the greater would
b3 the cost of production because of the
increase in the quantity of slack or duff,
which is practically unsaleable. In spite
of all this, the then Minister, the hon. mem-
ber for Paddington, signed the agreement
two months later, when conditions had not
changed in the slightest degree, and he
apparently did not know that it included
interstate sales. On two or three occasions
on Wednesday last he stated that Sleigh
had to sell the coal overseas, and that the
Sleigh agreement was only for coal for over-
seas irade and overseas bunkering. There
is another peculiarity about this agreement
—it was made for a period of thrce years,
yet Mr. Sleigh was under no obliga-
tion whatever to take the coal; he could
decide whether he took it or not, just as it
suited his interests. I notice, Mr. Spcalker,
that some of my friends on the Opposi-
tion benches have become quite dumb.
There was no clause in the agreenient pro-
viding for an increased purchasing price in
the event of increased costs of production in
the Bowen State coalmine. The value of
the Bowen coal could rise to £2 per ton at
the pit head, and the cost of production could
rise to 20s. per ton, wet Mr, Sleigh could
still demand 500 tons every twenty-four hours
at the price of 1ls. 5d. per ton. I ask vou,
Mr. Speaker and hon. members, if the hon.
member for Paddington, as the Secretary
for Mines, had realiy given detailed atten-
tion to this agreement; for, if he did so,
as the 'responsible leade of his department
and the responsible agent of the Queensiand
Government, acting as trustee of public
money, wouid he have appended his signature
to such a document? Certainly he would
not, Having studied the terms of this won-
derful agreement, perhaps it will now be
interesting to find out how it has actually
worked out in its operation. As hon. mem-
bers will remember, the agreement was signed
in May, 1927, and was for a period of three
years. In the following financial year—that
is, 1927-28—Mr. Sleigh disposed of 5,082 tons
15 ewt. of coal. Although—I stand cor-
rected—the hon. member for Paddington said
Mr. Sleigh never sold an ournce in the first
twelve months, I say he sold 5,082 tons
15 cwt. at an average cost to himself of
11s. 104d. per ton, though the cost of produc-
tion was 13s. 10d. per ton. In the financial
year 1928-29 he purchased 27,402 tons of
coal from the Bowen State coalmine, for
which he paid at an average rate of approxi-
mately 1ls. 4d. per ton—the cost of produc-
tion being 14s. per ton. (Opposition inter-
jections.) I can word my own specch with-
out the assistance of hon. members opposite,
as they will be quite satisfied to admit when
1 am finished,

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Over
the whole of the period up to 30th June
last, the average price Mvr. Sleigh paid for
coal purchased from the Bowen State coal-
mine worked out at ils. 5d. per ton. I want
hon. members to keep that figure in mind,
because the hon. member for Paddington has
questioned the accuracy of my statement as
to the profits made by Mr. Sleigh under
this agreement. That is what I am now
coming to.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.
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Mr.
move—
“That the Secretary for Mines be
granted an extension of time to enable
him to complete his speech.”

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of
hon. members that the Secretary for Mines
be granted an extension of time?

HoNouraBLE MeMBERS: Hear, hear!
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I par-

ticularly desire to thank hon. members for
their courtesy in granting me an extension
of time, for I can assure them that this is
a most important question.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It has

already caused a great deal of discussion in
this House, and it will not be my fault if it
docs not create a lot more discussion.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In

answer to a question asked by the hon. mem-
ber for Coolk, on 27th August last, I stated
that Mr. Sleigh had received a concession
worth 5s. per ton of coal, cqual in value for
his purchascs for last year to a sum of £6,884,
or a selling commission equal to 30.6 per
cent. Those are figures I gave to this House
the other day, and I am prepared to stand
by them, irrespective of the statement made
by the hon. member for Paddington that they
were not correct. I definitely state that they
are correct. .
Mr. Bruce: They are the gross figures.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
late Secretary for Mines took exception to
my calculations.

Mr. Corrivs interjected.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can

prove that the hon. member for Bowen has
not the faintest idea of what he is talking
about. The hon. member for Paddington
stated last Wednesday that the sales profit
could not be calculated until we knew the
price at which Mr. Sleigh sold the coal. That
is perfectly true, and it is an important
matter for consideration.

Mr. Porroox: Plus his costs.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is,

quite true also that I am mnot in possession
of the facts of Mr. Sleigh’s transactions

My, PeasE: You will be.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: -

though I do know of one sale of Bowen
coal to New Zealand at 23s. per ton f.o.b.

Mr. BraxD: By Sleigh?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There
is no demand for coal for New Zealand
bar through Mr. Sleigh, and he got 23s. per
ton f.o.b., which is equal to 18s. per ton at
the pithead. Therefore, on that lot of coal
alone we know he made a profit in the
vicinity of 8s. a ton. I considercd that I
made a very conservative estimate of
Mr. Sleigh’s profits under this agrecment,
aud I see no resson in the world why I
should alter that opinion. Hon. members
opposite cannot refute the statements I have
made.

Mr. Porrock : Why did you leave some of
that man’s report out?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
making this speech. As I have admitted, 1

COSTELLO (Carnarvon): I beg to
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have not any exact knowledge of Mr. Sleigh’s
transactions. Ie has never given any infor-
mation to the department:; he is not that
‘type apparently, but probably for very good
reasons of his own, It is quite evident that
‘the overscas trade he has developed is of
very little value. and it certainly does not
justify the sale of ncarly 40,000 tons of coal.
mostly for other States—not overseas—at a
loss of approximately 2s. 6d. per ton or the
selling of Bowen coal at 11s. 5d. per ton
when the present value at the pithead is in
the vicinity of 19s. per ton.

Mr. Corring interjected.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Appar-

ently the hon. member for Bowen has no
idea of what a voice I have got. (Laughter.)

Mr. CoLLINS interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I will
grease the machinery directly, and they will
be wound up by the time I am finished.
{Renewed laughter.)

I have given the House sufficient informa-
tion, I think, to prove that the Sleigh agrce-
ment which the late Minister sought to excuse
on Wednesday last is one of the most disas-
trous of a large number of similar trans-
actions during the regime of the Ilate
Government. No one with any gumption
would enter into an agreement to sell coal
at a fixed price for a period of three years
without any proviso to cover increases in
value or increases in cost of production. Tt
17 only natural that anyone entering into
att agreement of that nature would make
provision for a sliding scale to cover increases
or decresses in cost of production: vet the
Sleigh agreement had no such proviso.

Mr. Braxp: It is not a usual practice in
the cozl industry, either.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No one
would agree to sell 500 tons of coal without
any obligation on the part of the other
person to take any speeified quantity; nor
would any sane person agree to sell at a
loss of 2s. 6d. per ton for interstate trade
when any number of equally competent
agents would be willing to perform the
selling service at a small commission of
1 or 2 per cent.

Before concluding I wish again to refer
to the statement made by the late Minister
that he paid particular attention to that
sgreement, which he says he made with tho
Vegy'bes‘g ntentions. I do not think so. Mv
opinion is that the late Minister had a very
vague knowledge of the document which
he was signing.

Again I say it must have been s master
mind that conceived this particular trans-
action, and the late Minister was merely a
tool in the hands of some other person. 1
honestly believe that the late Minister was
not a party to that trausaction. He signed
with his eyes blindfolded, and, after signing
1t with his eyes blindfolded, he comes here
and says he knows exactly what is in it. In
that connection I desire to offer the House
some evidence which I feel surc will be
accepted by hon. members as it can be sub-
stantiated right up to the hilt. I have in
my hand a statement on this subject signed
by Mr. Frederick Hart of the Aberdare
LCollieries, Ipswich. I propose to read this

[3 SEPTEMBER.]

Address in Reply. 203

statement for the information of hon.
members—

“ Prior to 1927, my father, John Henry
Hart, bought certain coal lands and
secured options over adjoining lands in
Ipswich which contained the well-known
Aberdare coal seam. To prove that this
land contained this seam he went to
considerable expense in putting down a
diamond drill bore, which proved that
this seam continued to at least 1,300
feet.

“ He then secured a report from John
McGeachie, who is recognised as a lead-
ing mining engineer, and as this report
was very favourable, he drew up a
prospectus for a company with a capital
of £250,000.

“ When this was completed, he sent
a representative to Melbourne to inter-
view H. C. Sleigh, whom he heard might
be favourable to joining the company.

“Mr. Sleigh became interested to the
extent of sending a 10-ton sample to,
believe, Manila. He then came to Bris-
bane, and to all concerned appeared to
be most favourably impressed, and
agreed to join the board of directors.

“The question of exporting coal then
arose, and Mr, Sleigh said he could
arrange the matter, the only question
being the rebate of port dues of 9d. per
ton on export coal. This rebate was at
that time gazetted every six months, and
Mr. Sleigh pointed out that if he signed
a contract at a sot price with any over-
seas clients and that he then lost the 9d.
per ton rebate, this would affect the busi-
ness considerably.  We then suggested
that he should sce the Minister for
Mines and see what could be done in
the matter.

“Mr, Sleigh, Mr. Frederick Lionel
Dawson, and myself interviewed the
Minister for Mines on or about 3rd
Tebruary, 1927. Mr. Jones quite rcalised
the position we were in and said he would
do all in his power to help us, but this
matter was outside his department.

“ Mr. Jones rang the Premier, Mr.
McCormack, and arranged an appoint-
ment for us for the next day. Mr,
Dawson, Mr. Sleigh, and myself then
went to interview the Premier, -and
explained the position fully to him. He
stated that he realised our position but
for certain reasons he did not think it
advisable to pass an Act of Parliament
making the rebate of 9d. per ton per-
manent, but he gave us his assurance
that so long as he remained Premier of
Queensland the 9d. per ton rebate would
be made. This arrangement was quite
satisfactory to Mr. Sleigh, and after
talking for a few minutes we rose to
leave the room. Mr. McCormack walked
to the door with us and shook hands
with all of us, but as we were going
out of the door he said, ¢ Mr. Sleigh, I
would like to see you for a few minutes.’
Mr. Dawson and myself left the room,
and it was fully half an hour before
Mr. Sleigh came out of the room. Our
suspicions were aroused by this, and we
asked Mr. Sleigh if Mr. McCormack had
been trying to sell him Bowen coal. He
said, ¢ Well, no, not exactly.

‘“ After this interview, Mr. Sleigh went
suddenly cold on our proposition, and
returned to Melbourne without giving us
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anything definite as to his intentions.
We made further inquiries, and from
information received we undervstood he
was making arrangements to buy Bowen
coal.

“ A little later, Mr. Dawson went to
Sydney and called at Mr. Sleigh’s Sydney
office. After considerable trouble he
found out that Mr. Sleigh had left for
Brisbane the following afternoon. Think-
ing that it was on our business, Mr.
Dawson immediately wired me, and I
met the Sydney mail that evening, and
Mr, Sleigh scemed most surprised to see
me there. However, he did not sary
even then that he had turned our pro-
position down, but told me he was going
to Bowen to Inspect some cattle. I
naturally knew that Bowen coal was
really his mission to Bowen.

“In my opinion, it was entirely Mr.
McCormack’s  fault that Mr. Sleigh
turned this proposition down, as prior
to seeing him he appeared most enthu-
siastic, and I must say that the Minister
for Mines was most courteous and did
not mention Bowen coal to Mr. Sleigh,
and also assured us that he would give

+ us any help he possibly could.”

That is Mr. Hart’s statement, and, if
anyone studies it, they can see its truth for
themselves.

I do not wish to labour this matter very
much lohger, but I think I have shown quite
conclusively the facts with regard to this
contract with Mr. Sleigh, which originated
with the late Premier, Mr. McCormack, and
the late Secretary for Mines, Mr. Jones,
and I repeat that, although the latter signed
it, he had a very imperfect knowledge of its
conteuts. The public of Queensland have
sustained a huge loss through giving to
Mr. Sleigh the right to demand 500 tons of
Bowen coal per day at a cost from 4s. to 6s.
lower than the price charged to all other
purchasers. Mr. Sleigh was not required
to take any coal; he -ould take it or leave
it, to serve his own interests. There was no
provision whatever in the contract to cover
mcereased production costs or increases in the
value of coal. The result has been that for
several months Mr. Sleigh increased his
demands for coal, and the Government were
forced to supply him wunder his contract.
In consequence a profit of £226 for the four
weeks ended 8th February, 1929, was turned
into a loss of £360 for the four weeks ended
Sth March, 1928. The following four weeks,
e£nq(écéd 6th April, 1929, showed a loss of

Mr. Hanron: From what are you quoting ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
quoting my supervisor’s report, which is

sent in monthly.
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I
honestly thought that, with the irtelligence
the hon. member is blessed with, he would
know that without, asking the question. The
cause of these losses was Mr. Sleigh and his
contract.

The supervisor of State coalmines, in his
report dated 28th June, 1929, as well as in
previous reports, leaves no room for argu-
ment. In that report he stated—

‘* Sleigh’s contract was again respon-
sible for Bowen’s loss, and while he con-
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tinues to take the major portion of the
output losses were to be expected, a# his
price is much below the cost of produc-
tion, and an average of 4s, below general
prices. The sooner the contract ter-
minated the better. In my opinion, if
serves no useful purpose.”

In conclusion, I can only say that Mr.
Sleigh’s gain is Queensland’s loss, and those
responsible for this sorry piece of business
will find it very difficult to make excuses or
satisfactory explanations for their action in
this matter.

I might say also at this juncture that I
had not been in my office a weeck before
Mr. Sleigh wanted a renewal of the agree-
ment. Naturally he would want a renewal.

Mr. KENNY: Did you give it to him?
The, SECRETARY FOR MINES: Did I

give it to him! Does the sun rise in the
west? (Laughter.) Within the last three
weeks he has offered me an additional 5s.
per ton for any extra coal that I can supply.
If this man is now prepared to offer 5s. per
ton more for any extra coal that I can
supply, it shows conclusively that he is mak-
ing a profit of at the very least 5«. per ton,
because I do not think Mr. Sleigh is so
patriotic that he is going to purchase coal
sz% for the sake of being helpful to Qucens-
and.

I think I have shown that the Bowen
State coalmine. where Mr. Sleigh exer-
cised his option shows a loss. Any

month when he does not exercise that option
and buys very little coal, the Bowen mine is
capable of showing quite a reasonable profit,
which substantiates mv statement that the
more coal we sell to Sleigh the more money
we lose. A certain amount of this coal is
sold in Australia and a certain arount over-
seas. I had the figures in mv hand. but I
have mislaid them, and I shall not keep
hon. members any longer on this question.

The present Government have fulfilled
their promises right up to the hilt. Hon.
members opposite apparentlv cannot reason.
One moment they find fault with the Go-
vernment for keeping our promises, and the
next they find fault because they say we

do not. That has been going on ever since
I have bcen sitting in my seat in this
Chamber. I am content to leave the matter

in the hands of the public of Queensland. I
am quite sure, as I said before, that people
who are not as narrow in the forehead as
a sardine will look at the matter in a broad-
minded manner—and no ordinary business
man can look at it in any other wav—and
will admit that what I have said here
to-night fully substantiates my argument.

GOVERNMENT MEeuBER# : Fear, hear!

Mr. POLLOCK (Aregory): TUnder the
provisions of Standing Order No. 298, T ask
that the documents from which the Secre-
taury for Mines was quoting be laid on the
table of the House. I do this because we
have reason 1o distrust him. He left out
another very important statement from
another document. That man would say
anything.

The HoME SECRETARY : It will be necessary
to send a detective to watch them.

Mr. POLLOCK: You must put them in
-—the whole of them.
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Question—That the papers quoted by the
Secretary for Mines be laid upon the table
of the House—put; and the House divided : —

Avns, 20.
Mr. Bedford Mr. Hanson
.,y  Bow ,, Hymnes
,» Brassington ., Kirwan
,» Bruce ,» Pease
,» Collins ., Pollock
,, Conroy ,,» Riordan
., Dash . Smith
,»  Dunlop ,» Stopford
,, Foley ., Wellington
,,» Hanlon ., Winstanley
Telleys : Mr. Foley and Mr. Hanson.
Noes, 37.
Mr. Atherton Ar. Kerr
,» Barnes, G. P. Dr. Kerwin
,, Barnes, W. H. Mr. King
,»  Bell Mrs. Longman
,.  Boyd Mr. Macgroarty
,» Brand ,»  Maxwell
,» Butler » Morgan
5 Clayton .  Nimmo
.» Costello ,» Peterson
,» Daniel , Plunkett
,, Deacon ,» Roberts
,, Duffy ,, Russell, H, M.
,,» Wdwards ,» Russell, W. A,
,, Fry . Sizer
.,  Grimstone ,»  Tedman
s HIll ,, Tozer
, Jamieson .,  Walker, H. F.
,, Kelso ,» Warren
,, Kenny
Tellers : Mr. Hill and Mr. Kerr.

Resolved in the ncgative.

Myr. POLLOCK (Gregory): Mre. Speaker,
speaking on a questlon of privilege, T ask
that the papers In connection with this mat-
ter referred to by the Secretary for Mines
be placed in your charge and kept in your
custody until this House has had an oppor-
tunity of seeing them. We are afraid that
they will be ‘‘cooked.”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan):
the hon. gentleman would only “show a httle
patience for a few moments, I would be able
to tell him at the adjomnment of the House
that the desire of hon. members opposite will
be given effect to, and that the papers will
be laid upon the table of the House.

Mr. Porrock: It is time.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: That announcement will be
made at the proper time-—that is, on the
adjournment of the House.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): In the interval
between now and the adjournment of the
IIouse there 1is an opportunity for the
removal of vapers. (Government interjec-
tions.) I ask you, Mr. Speaker, to take
possession of the papers, in order that they
may be safeguarded. I ask you to do so
in order that our rights max be safeguarded.
An important extract was left out of one of
the papers quoted from previously by the
Secretary for Mines. Two of our members
inspected those papers, and they found that
extract, which was not quoted by the
Minister, but was deliberately left out. We
fear that some of those papers will be
removed, therefore, we ask that ther be
placed in your charge now.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER: You are used to
vour own tactics.
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Mr. KELSO (Vundah): Mr. Speaker, on
the question of privilege, during the time
that the division was being taken a lot of
cross-firing was going on, and the Leader
of the Opposition directed to the Secretary
for Mines, who had just spcken, this state-
ment—* that he paid 20s. in the £1,7
insinuating that the Secretary for Mines had
not paid 20s. in the £1. I ask the hon.
member did he say that? If he admits that
he did say so, then he should withdraw.

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Meclay): A
number of recriminations and interjections
were being flung to aud fro across the Cham-
ber during the time the division was being
taken. Quite a number of them I cannot
now remember. Quite a number of refer-
ences were made to myself, and, in reply,
I said, ““There is onc thing I always do,
and that is I always pay 20s. in the £1.”
That is a very honourable course to pursue,
and I do not think there 1s unyt‘nnrr in
that remark to take exccption to or to with-
draw.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Gregory hes asked that certain papers from
which the Sccretary for Mines quoted in
the course of his speech should be placed in
my custody. I shall leave that matter
entirely in the hands of the Minister. If
the hon. gentleman wishes to place the
papers in my custody, they will be taken
care of. The House has the assurance of
the Deputy Leader of the (Government, who
tcld me before the hon. member for Gre@om
made the request, that the papers in ques-
tion would be placed on the table of the
House to-morrow. I am not going to ask
the Minister to place them in my custody
unless he wishes to do so.

The HOME SECRETARY :
to take his orders, either.

The SPHAKER: If the Minister wishes
to place the papers in my custody, I will
accept them and take very great care of
them.

Mr. PoLLock: Where are the papers now?
Why don’t you put them on the table of the
House if you have got them?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
Government—not you.

Mr. Kexny: We have the whip hand now.

Mr. DANIEL (Keppel): In the first place,
I desire to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker,
on your elevation to your high and honour-
able office. I trust that you, Sir, will be
blessed with health and wisdom to enable
you to carry out the duties appertaining
t2 your high position with credit to yourself
and with satisfaction to the House.

I desire also to congratulate the hon.
member for Bulimba on being the first lady
elected as member of this deliberative
assembly. May that good lady prove a
tower of strength in the midst of the mem-
bers of this Aeqemb

I also congratulate the mover and seconder
of the motion for the adoption of the Address
in Reply on the able and efficient manner in
which they acquitted themselves.

It is with pleasure that I welcome the
amending lcglslatlon which is foreshadowed
in the b@eech of His Excellency. The Attor-

ney-General very appropriately

[9 p.m.] stated to-day that is ‘was neces-

sary to be destructive in order to
be constructive, and I agree with the hon.
gentleman as to the urgent necessity for the

Mr. Daniel.]

We are not going

We are the
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projected amending legislation. Speaking
of destructive forces, what more destructive
agency to the farming community than the
rural workers’ award? The operation of
that award meant that hundreds of men were
thrown out of employment, because farmers
could not afford to engage labour at the
rates of pay prescribed in that award. The
effect of the suspension of that award has
been the employment of scores of men in
my own district.

The Government’s intention with regard
to the conversion of land from lcasehold
tenure to freehold tenure will be welcomed,
because under the leasehold system, with
its reappraisement provisions, no induce-
ment was given to the man on the land to
offect improvements that would have tended
to increase the wealth production of the
State. In many cases leasehold land was
valued at $£2 10s. per acre when it was
worth only 5s. per acre; in fact, it would
have been cheaper for the farmer to have
purchased the land straight out. The unfor-
tunate part of the whole business is that
legislation was passed by the Labour Govern-
ment without any appreciation of the effect
such measures would have on the farming
community of the State. Labour’s policy
was to legislate for one class alone.

The hon. member for Balonne made an
appeal the other day in which he spoke in
sorvowful terms of the serious plight of the
wool industry, which, he stated, would have
to be assisted in its present trials and tribu-
lations if disaster were to be averted.

The hon. membher for Balonne has suddenly
wakened up, and it has fallen to his lot
to advise the present Government to design
some means by which to bring a ray of hope
to the sufferers, to lighten their load and
cause the star of hope to hover jerkily on
the horizon. The hon. member for Balonne,
being far-sighted as well as being imbued
with the true spirit of philanthropy, sternly
withholds from the right hand a knowledge
of what pranks the left hand is up to. His
Government first collected an average of
£550.820 morc land revenue per annum dur-
ing the ten vears between 1917-18 and 1926-27
than was collected for the ten years immedi-
ately preceding that golden period. This
gave them £5508208 of their victims
money with which to be generous when the
time cane to satisfy their friends, the
electors. The quality of the generosity of the
hon. member’s Government mav be gauged
from the fact that £320,000 of the ill-gotten
plunder has heon returned in the form of
rent rebates that were necessary, principally

because the gangsters repudiated rental
agreements, and held, in effect, that no
agreement, undertaking, or contract held

water if a Labcur Government decreed other-
wise. Their gencrosity amounts to 51d. in the
£1 of extra land revenue collected. There is
no record of brigands treatinz their vietims
more generouslv. All the same, it demon-
strates that the Government supported by the
hen. member for Balonre had two hands of
widely differing capacitics—one which over
the last ten vearvs colleeted an average per
year of £1.376 264 of land revenue against an
average over the preceding ten vears of
£825.444, while. on the other hand. they gave
back to the rack-rented and dronchf-stricken
people the magaificent wum of 53d. for every
extra £1 taken. Needless to state. the hon.
member for Balonne affects a bland inno-

cence of what T have sajd concerning the
existence of the clutching hand of the late

[Mr. Daniel.
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Government which made such a glorious.
sacrifice of so many microscopic drops of
mercy that drip from the other blood-
stained paw. .

The eclaims made by the hon. member
for Port Curtis on behalf of Gladstone
savour indeed of insincerity to the State.
At this juncture I do not intend to argue
as to the mevits or demerits of any port;
but it may be as well to ask whether Rock-
hampton, which is the port for Central
Queensland, with an unimproved ratuble
valuation of £1,500,000 and a pepulation of
20,000, is to be sacrificed in order to bolster
up Gladstone, with a ratable value of but a
few hundred thousand pounds and a popula-
tion of a few thousand people. The present
liabilities of the Rockhampton Harbour
Board—thanks to the blunders of the past,
and for which the board is not altogether
liable—can be met, and met only, by re-
moving from the optic lenses that portray
Brisbane as Queensland and focussing the eye:
upon the State as a whole. Let us give to
Central Queensland, of which Rockhampton
is the heart-pulse, that which is her just
due as a terminal port by complying with
ihe board’s request for a loan to ensure
that shipping shall trade to Rockhampton
wharves with the inward and outward
cargoes that are now commandcered by
Brisbane and despatched over steel rails by
the Railway Department at a loss, thereby
piling deficit upon deficit on this depart-
ment’s balance-sheets. This is due prin-
cipally to the stranglehold mismanagement
—that destroying octopus called Socialism,
cxercised in the name and cause of humanity.

I also urge and appeal to the Secretary
for Railways to cut out the tapering rates
beyond terminal ports. Subject to these
embargoes and obstacles bemmg removed,
the drift from the country to the capital will
be stopped and the whole State will henefit
thereby. Tt should not be overlocoked that
the prosperity of Brisbane is dependent,
and dependent only, upon the prosperity of
Rockhampton and the great Ceniral district,
and which, if met four-square, would prove
a more prosperous and valuable part of
Queensland.

If tlhe Treasurer intends to keep the local
bodies up to the collar in the matter of loan
payments, and if the loans arc to be re-
viewed, we would almost seem to see somo
semblance of the beginning of sound finanece.
but the Governmeut should go about the
matter very cautiously, as it must do nothing
to impair its debtors’ chancss to make. good.
In other words, the creditor should not com-
pete in the same market as his debtor. The
real difference between economy and being
niggardly with loan money must be kept in
sight, and Qucensland, as a whole, must be
kept in mind in its fullest economic aspect.
If the Government. as a matier of settled
policy, set out deliberately to attrect the
trade of Rockhampton and other ports to
Brisbane by speecial railwar rates in com-
petition with sca carriage. 1t would not be
long hefore the debts of the harbour boards
concerned followed the creditor who had
filahed their legitimate trade. The debts of
all harbour beards are secured ounly by the
legitimate trade of the respective ports and
districts. and the moral dutv of the creditor
is to assizt and not to destroy that trade.
It is also common sense, and the practice
of holding debtors to pavment and at the
same time destroving their ability to pay
is no longer fashionable. Any honourable
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institution which loans money will at all
times assist the borrower rather than retard
him in paying his debts. The late Govern-
ment however, did everything to destroy and
hinder the debtor from being able to pay
its just dues, Given her legitimate trade,
Rockhampton will stand up to her debt, but
shifting the trade centre of Central Queens-
land to Brisbane means that the only security
for the debt of a dead port will Le In its
dead plant. Qucensland’s  transport pro-
blems have attained a status which places
them far above a departmental inquiry, and
Rockhampton’s port troubles are unques-
tionably caused largely by uncconomic use
of the railways in competition with developed
ports. There is no time like the prewent for
stating that the condition of the Rockhamp-
ton Harbour Board is the direct outcome of
Government policy. Nobody seems to know
who accepted responsibility for the strict
adherence of the late Labour Government
to that policy, and nobody knows yct how
far or how long our present Government are
going to tolerate such false economy. Rither
the Government must state clearly that they
favour crippling the whole of the provincial
towns on the seaboard in order to build up
a mighty metropolis with buildings costinz
millions of money, or it will be necessary
to make a clean-cut issue on the question
of reviewing the whole position of Queens-
land transportation by sca, rail, and road.

Labour terminated its political reign with
fewer factories and factory cmployees in
Rockhampton than at the commencement of
their term.  Although the population had
increased by 10,000 in the past ten yecars,
there were 350 less cmployees in factories
alone. It is to be hoped that the present
Government are not going to try to emulate
the example of our late Government. Thirtr-
cight years ago there case into-Rockhamp-
ton by sca 30.588 more tons of cargo than
came in last vear. These figures show the
inward traffic to Rockhampton—

By Rail. | Total.

—_— By Sea. [ !
e S S RO,
[; |
Tons. ’ Tons. ‘ Tons.
1891 Lo 126,702 70,579 | 197,281
1928 .. 96,114 J] 768,685 { 864,799

Those figures show a deerease In  sea
traffic of 30688 tons, and in rail traffic an
increasre of 698.106 tons. It is freely men-
tioned in the daily papers that the Commis-
sioner for Ruilways has suggested that, if
there were sufficient traffic from Northern
ports direct to the railways to fill up the
empty trucks returning to Brisbane, he
could make an additional profis of £160,000.
Tancy a business man like the Commissioner
for Railwavs talking about making an addi-
tional £160.000 by filching it from someone
else!  The Commissioner for Railways
actually forgets evervthing but the railways!
It matters very little to him what sinks so
long as the railways swim. A responsible
Government has to deal with the situation
from a national point of view, and not from
a parochial point of view. In his annual
reports for 1924, 1925 and 1926. the Com-
missioner  complained  emphatically  but
uravailingly of the disadvantage under
which the Queensland railways were placed
because of the tapering rates and farves
for the extremely long haulage of goods
and passengers; but the late Government
turned a deaf ear to him, took no notice,
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and carried out their disastrous job. llow
can the Commissioner reconcile onc state-
ment with the other? He tells you

that, if he is given carte blanche to carry
on the administration of the railways,
he will be able to secure an additional
£160,000. Yet in 1924, 1925, and 1926 he con-
demned that system. To-day he wants to
filch the trade from the various ports in the
North. It has been argued and proved
beyond the shadow of a doubt that the
extreme long-haulage and tapering rates
have caused a loss to the ports of many
millions of pounds, On this mnatter I desire
to quote the following extract from the
Brisbane ¢ Daily Mail ”” of yesterday:—

“ 1t is satisfactory to learn from Mr.
W. H. Barnes that the improvement of
the navigation of the Brisbane River—
in other words, the preservation and
advanecement of Brishane’s reputation as
a port for deecp-sea shipping-—is receiving
the attention of the new Government.

‘“ Keonomy cannot justify the continu-
ance of dangers or difficulties in the
navigation ot the river, which could be
removed by a larger outlay for dredg-
ing operattons, It would be defeating
its own object by discouraging the use
of the port, and so diminishing the
port revenues as well as deing damage to
the trade of the city and the State.”

Does this apply to Rockhampton, Gladstone,.
and elsewhere, or does it apply only to Bris-
bane? TIs Brishane Queensland? That is
what T want to know. Have we in Rock-
hampton not a right to keep the Fitzroy
River open to traffic? So long as the Govern-
ment do not allow the Commissioner . to
interfere with the natural trade of a port.
we will make the port pay. The article con-
timues-—

“Care of Brisbane port facilities is a
responsibility offering an opportunity to
the new Adminisiration 1o apply that
greater business ability and more prac-
tical sense of commercial requirements
which the public hopes have been
brought to bear upon the government of
the State.”

Rockhampton and the provincial towns of
Queensland ask the State Government for
an opportunity to show what they can do
for the provincial towns, and, unless they
get a fair deal from the present Government.
we shall have to simply agitate for separa-
tion. That is the only thing left to us—the
management of cur own affairs.

I take exception to a remark made by a
member of the Opposition the other day.
He stated. by way of interjection, that the
new and younger members of the Govern-
ment Party would do as they were told by
the leader of their party. I wish to say
definitely that I intend to be loyal to my
Teader and the party so long as the Govern-
ment carry out the policy which the Premier
has enunciated. I am sure that my leader

.does not expect loyalty from me bevond

that point. I also desire to say that, if the
Leader of the Opposition brings any measure
forward that will be for the good of the
country, I will support him.

[9.30 p.m.] '

The SPEAKER: Order! Under the pro-
visions of the Sessional Order agreced to by
the House on the 22ud August, the Hou
now stands adjourned. On adjourning I wil

Mr. Daniel.]
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give the Deputy Leader of the Government
an opportunity to state the business for
to-1morrow.

Mr. W. TFTORGAN SMITH (Uackay):
Mr, Speaker, I desire to raise a question of
privilege.

The SPEAKER: Order ! I  have
adjourned the Xouse.

The SECRFETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan):
A fow minutes ago the hon. member for
Grezory

MMy, POLLOCK (Gregory): I vise to a
point of order. If you, Mr. Speaker, have
adjourncd the House, what right has the
Joputy Leader of the Government to speak?

The SPEAKER: Under the Standing
Orders I adjourned the House, but gave the
Deputy Leader of the Government the
opportunity to state the business for to-
mMorrow.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. R. M. King, Logan):
In announcing the business for to-morrow,
I desire to state that, in connection with the
point of order raised by the hon. member for
{iregory, when he pressed his contention to
a division and was defeated, the Govern-
ment desire to place on the table of the
House the documents that have been quoted
by the Secretary for Mines. I therefore
have much pleasure in laying these docu-
ments on the table. The busines: of the
House to-morrow is the resumption of the
debate on the Address in Reply.

‘he House adjourned at 9.32 p.m.






