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WEDNESDAY, 24 OCTOBER, 1928. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, Mure··) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIOXS. 
REVEXUE FRO>! GAT1'0N AGRlCULTlJR.\L HJGH 

SCHOOL AXD COLLEGE. 

Mr. LOGAN (LocZ.ycr) asked the SecrPtary 
fot Public Instruction--

" 1. \Vhat amount was paid into con­
solidated revenue from the Agricultural 
High School and College at Gatton for 
the year ended 30th J uno, 1928? 

" 2. What were the respective amount" 
from the following sections: -(a) Poultry; 
(b) pigs: (1') cattle; (rl) honey and bees: 
(e) butter and other dairy produce; (I) 
all other sales ? 

"3. \Yhat amounr of 2tudents' fees 
were received for the vear ended 30th 
June. 1928? · 

'' 4. Into wh<lt fund was the students' 
fees paid? 

"5. \Yhat was the total amount 
rccch·cd ?" 
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The SECHETARY FOR FCBLIC IN­
STRl"CTIO:"J (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude 
ralley) replied-

" 1. £1,358 15s. 7d. 

u 2. 

"3. 

Poultry, eggs, and bees 
Pigs _ . 
Cattle, wool, hrdes 
Butter, milk, cheese 
Other sale_, 
£1,358 15s. 7d. 

" 4. c·onsolidated revenue. 

£ X. d. 
614 17 4 

1.211 7 6 
706 17 1 

5,992 0 0 
1,186 13 4 

"5. £11,070 10s. 10d. (Total of (1) and 
(2).) The balance of the amount received 
was paid into the special standmg 
ac~ount of the college." 

DAIRY CATTLE PuRCHASED nY Cmnus~ro::>~ER OF 
IRRIGATION .\XD \VATER SUPPLY FOR 
SETTLERS OF DA wsox VALLEY AREA. 

:Mr. CLAYTO~ (Wide Buy) "sked the 
Secretarv for Public Lands-

" 1. Has the Commission of Irrigation 
and Water Supply purchased dairy <.attle 
for the eottlers ·of the Da \1 son V alley 
area? 

" 2. If so, ho\Y 1nn,n:v h0ad, and at \vha t 
a Yerage price for dairy eo'.'~ s '{ 

" 3. Has the Ccmmis,ioner issued a 
regulation fo1·bidding the pnrchn.se b_v !ho 
settlers of dairy cattle from outsrche 
source~; if so, on what authorit:- ?'' 

The SECRETAHY FOR FCBLIC LAl\DS 
(Hon. T. Dumtan, O!JIIIpi<) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. 355 head to date, at av<'rag., of 

£8 12s. 
" 3. The Commi,•ioncr has full power 

under his .Acts to regulate t.he admi~sj,on 
of stock into arcaa under lus coEtrOL 

CosT oF Ic;vESTIG.\TION BY PcnLrc WoRKs 
co~DJISSIOX OF lxGLEWOOD-TEXAS RAIL­
W.\Y PROPOSAL. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnm·, onl, for lVIr. 
DEACO:"J (Cunmingham), asked the Pre­
mier-

" \Yha t was the total cost of investiga­
tion bv the Public Worke Commission 
of th~ Inglewood-Texas railway ·line 
propo~al?'' 

Th" PRE:>IIER (Hon. \Y. ::\IcCormack, 
Cairns) replied-

" £344 4s. 8d." 

::\cw RAILWAY 1IocLml':G SHOP, 
RocKHA:VIPTON. 

Mr. CRil\lSTO::\E (Sicu.lry) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. \Yhat was the cost of the new 
moulding thop at Rockhampton? 

'' 2. \Yhen completed? 
":'. How long in operatiou? 
"4. At what capacity are they now 

operating; and if no work being done 
or le" than full capacity, what is the 
rca~on ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, ](t pp<. I) replied-

" 1 to 4. The inf<n·mation is being 
obtained." 

LOXGREACH-\VIXTON RAILWAY. 
I\Ir. MAX\VELL ('l'ooll'ong), without. 

notice. asked the Scc1·etary for Railways-
" 1. How manv miles of railway have 

been recently !'aid between Longreach 
and \V in ton. 

"2. \Vhat is the cost of same to date? 
"3. ·what is the anticir:at. d cost to 

con1p1etc 1" 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcom be, ]{ eppcl) replied-

" 1. 401 miles between Chorregon and 
Vi'inton. 

" 2. The cost of this section to date is 
£194,000, including depreciation. 

"3. (a) Approximately £45,000; (b) 
rails ha Ye been linked between Long­
reach and Winton, and a bi-weekly ser­
vice is now in operation. It will take 
some time to fully complete the line, as 
ballasting, lifting, fencing, and other· 
work have yet to be carried out." 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

table, and ordered to be printed:-
Seve-nth annual report of the Commis­

;ioner of .Main Roads for the year­
Ended 30th June, 1928. 

Second annual report on the operations 
of the Hamilton Cold Stores for the· 
year ended 30th June. 1928. 

PEm>IITS GRA::\TED U::\DER 
PETROLEUM ACTS. 

RETCR:<; TO ORDER. 
The following paper was laid on the· 

table:-
,,Return to an Order made by the 

Home on lOth October last, on the 
motion of Mr. Clayton (for Mr. Walker), 
showing-

' (1) All permits (a) applied for, and 
(IJ) gTantcd under the Petroleum Acts, 
1923 to 1927, showing the following 
particulars :-(i.) Date of application; 
(ii.) date granted; (iii) name of appli­
cant or permittee; (iv.) area; (v.} 
locality; (vi.) total net rent to date. 

' (2) ·with respect to permits granted 
which have subsequently been trans­
ferred. the date of transfer and the· 
nan1e of the 11resent holder.' " 

SUPPLY. 

RE.SCIIPTro;, OF CmonTTEE-SIXTEEX~'H 
ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jir. Po/lock, Gregory, in the chair.) 

DEPARniEKT OF PcBLIC LAXDS. 
FORESTRY OFFICE. 

Quc~tion stated-
" That £41.435 be granted for 

'Forestry Office.'" 

Mr. \YALKER (Cooroora): At the outset 
of my remarks. I want to protest against 
t.he absence of the report of the Provisional 
Forestry Board \vhen we are considering 
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this vote. It is really too bad that a report, 
'\vhich has always been considered a very 
excellent one. should not be in the hands 
of hon. rnc1nbcrs v.Thcn we arc di~cussing the 
Estimates for this branch of the service. I 
think that the time has anived when the 
officer,; res[Jonsible for this aud many othel' 
report~ being present"'d t.o Parlia1nent too 
late. whoever they al'e-responsible heads or 
C"ndcr S<'crPtaries-should be " hauled over 
the coak" I do not think it is a fair thing, 
and I do not think those responsible can 
give reasonable excuse8. 

I ha vo hunted np some figure·. from the 
report< of the .Auditor-General and the 
Dqmrtnwut of Public Lands, and they show 
a surprising gro\vth in forestry returns 
during tlw last few years. It is surprising 
to know how much monev the Government 
ha \·o ntade ont of forcstr\·. and I an1 sure 
it ·will be nuws tn m.;Jnv~ hon. rnerrtbers to 
know that all of that m(mcy has been paid 
into the consolidated revenue, ,,·hercas all 
the expenses of re,rfforostation have been 
t.aken out of lortn funds. I shall just give 
the figures. the first table showing th" 
surpluses which have bceu paid into 
~t·cyenuc-

Year. 

1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 (30th J uno) 
1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 

Total 

Amouut. 
£ 

140.389 
143,303 
234,747 
117,123 
195,140 
218.997 
203.637 

£1,253,336 

That cnorn1ous a1nount of money \vas 
reveived in six and a-half years, the reason 
for the odd half-year being found in the 
alteration of the date of the annual balance. 
Those figures prove conclusivelv that the 
present Government have beeu d~ing exactly 
what hon. members on this side were 
·criticised by them fo1· doing in years gone 
by-putting into general revenue items such 
as royalty on timber. But when we were in 
office we did not spend any loan money on 
l'eafforesta tion. 

J\fr. HARTLEY: That was when vou sold 
Crown lands. · 

Mr. WALKER: I am satisfied that. if 
Govern1nent n1err1bers ·were on this side of 
the Chamber, their arguments would be 
exactlv the sam0 as ours; but they have 
altere~! thC'ir attitude in regard to various 
matters since thev sat on this side to such a 
·degree that we h~rdly know where they are. 
.·H that tim.e they were against crediting 
these sums to revenue. and said that we 
made sm·pluscs by selling our assets. They 
are doing the same thing but to a greater 
P:dent. No man can argue that we should 
not apply a little of our revenue from 
forestry to thP purposeq of reafforestation. 
·why should we pa" on to posterity this 
enormous financial burden which is being 
created in an effort to supply the needs for 
manv YPars to corne? It n1av be a sound 
argt;m~m. Our asset in the shape of timber 
has taken man:· years to mat-ure, and we 
shmild adopt a wise JlOlic,· that. will enable 
us, by means of reafforestation. to provide 
for our timber needs in the future. 

The following amounts have been expended 
on reafforcstation from loan monev::. :-.£ 

1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 

(30th June) 

31.193 
40,112 
28,563 
16,795 
42,006 
37,378 
41,661 

Total £237,708 
The r-x:n"'~s of rC'cripb over expenditure. 
induchng ]oaH C'~{pDnditLne. has been 
£1,115,000 on•<· a period of six and a-half 
vr .crs. but that amount has been h·ans­
fern•d to defray the cost of experiments in 
othcl dirPctions. If the· money had been 
wis(']~,r ~pent. thPro 1vould not be so much to 
comphin about; but tho Government haYe 
\\'n~t('d so rnuch nlOlWV 011 State industrial 
undertakings and acldcd to the public debt. 
to o,uch an extent that it is doubtful whether 
po,;terity will be able to adjust the l)osition 
satisfactorily. .Man:, years ago a Forestry 
Bill, introduced by the then Secretary for 
Public Lands-I think the late Mr. Covnc­
was \'iPwcd with considerable favour.· \Ye 
lookPcl forward with great eagernbs to the 
Bil\, because we recognised the need for a 
~ound reafTon•station scheme. It is a pity 
tL<~t the Bill wa,; not passed so that such a 
:;.;che1nc n1ight. have been adopted in a whole­
lwartod manner. I am not arguing' that 
the Uo\·(~rruncnt are not alrPadv doing good 
business in this clircction, but I shall refer 
to that aspec·t later. If we had a scheme 
of a definite c!Jaractcr, we "-ould then know 
Pxacth- the manner in which the funds were 
bc·ing • allocated. At the present time the 
policy of the Uovernnwnt is to expend in 
other din~ctions the gen0ral revenue derived 
from rPa£!"orc,tatiou, and to liquidate their 
liabilitic~ at an cnorn1ous cost by resorting to 
loan money. Certain quotations from the 
rcporL in rrty possps~ion arc well worth 
re]wa ting to-day. \\' o recognise the extreme 
,.a.lue of reafforestat.ion, and. if some defi­
nite schcmP can be can·ied out in tbc near 
future. there is no doubt that we shall pro­
gre'"' b, leaps and bounds.: but. unfortu­
nateh·. it is verv difficult to discuss this 
problem from a 'modern viewpoint in the 
a b"ence of the rpport for this year. Who­
ever is responsibl0. I hope that the Minister 
will shake him up, and give him the time 
of his life. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS: The 
report has been tabled. 

J\Ir. WALKER : It >vas tabled yesterday, 
but, unfortunately, it has not been printed. 
Th<' hon. gentieman has seen it, and 
approved of it. I saw it accidentally this 
rnomillf!, but, generally speaking, hon. mem­
bers know nothing about it. and are com­
pletely out of date. Take the case of big 
companies which publish yearly or haH­
V('arlY reports or balance~shecta involving an 
'enonl1ous amount of intricate \York. In 
those cases the documenb are printed and 
arc Rvailahlc about a month after the due 
r!ate for issnP. Here we find highly-paid 
officials who cannot do the work in the way 
in which I contend it should be done. I 
do not know who is responsible, but I hope 
that he will be broug-ht to book. The report 
for 1924 states-

" The interstate forest authorities haYe 
agreed upon the provision for Queens­
lan~l of a n1inin1Ulll fore:-:t rPsen a..tion 
area of 6,0CD,OOO acr.:s." 

Mr. Wa!kcr,l 
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;.Jo one can sas that that is too much. 
I und('r;:;tand that there is an agrren1ent in 
comwction with the matter. Although an 
area of a little over 1,000,000 acres ha, been 
allocated for forestt·,v purposes. the depart­
n1cnt oy,-_~rlooks the ti1nbor reserve~. \Ye have 
,\11 eno, mous amount of tin1Ler rc3CfY('S 

\Yhich arc really forests, ex:cept that in one 
use tlwy can be selected, and in the other 
c , ~c they cannot. It is surprising the amount· 
of harJwood limber that we have on our 
State timber reserves. more partieularly on 
arPas that have not been cctkalated at all. 
This Chanober and the pnhlic of Queenc­
land muc,t be thrown entirclv out of calcu­
lation until 'vn can sccur0 Sotnc clear and 
d"flnite information relating to the l]Uan­
titv aud. YnrietiC':-< of tin1bPr on thc,;c areas. 
Tlic reJlOl't fot· 1924 further states-

,; To ~L"surC' to the SlH'cccding genera­
tion of Qucenslandrrs the supplies of 
woorl \Yhich thev ,.-ill so obYionslY 
n'u.uirr" thi::. 111iriirnurn forest rcseryU~ 
tion of 6,000,000 acr< s must b0 brought 
-·.:-- :;;oon as po~::~iblc into fl state of 
maximum produetivitv of timber. This. 
rlwn, is the tllsk to h0 faced bY the ne1Y 
Admlni;:;.tration. ~ 

·' For the report year the gro~~ reYenue.~ 
<Jf tlH'- department, inclusiYe of receipt-; 
oH a('COunt of the forest f'ervice saw~ 
milk have reoched the peak of £655,404. 
The L'Xl)Cnditures in log and ;;<awn timber 
marketing amounted to £364,002. 

·' (h-er a period of twcntv-onc vPCLrS 
the surpluses transferred to 'the consoli­
dah•d l'('VCIHIO from forestry operations, 
c.th<•r i han sawmilling. have reached the 
grand tot<~! of £1.167,972. To this huge 
sum th•• pine forests of Queensland haye 
JJtac10 the great0st contribution. 

" Th?re was originally jn Queensland 
an c~tunatcd natural resource of pine 
amounting to 4.000,1l00,000 superficial 
fed. and of this original asset 
3.000.000.00G mpcriicial feet have been 
c·•mycrted to the use of the communitv. 
In ten to fifteen ••cars ihe Pxhamtion 
of the pine forests "will have been com­
pleted. For this rea>on and because of the 
imminent cutting out of the high Yalues 
>tands closest to market, a decline in 
f orc~t rcvenup rnust now Pnsuc over the 
nrx t de< ad e. during which thE' period of 
<"<ploitation Y:ill merge .into the pm·iocl 
of actiYc roplac~rnent. and a reinvest­
rnc ctt of revenue 11·ith some possible resort 
to loarl 1nonev ·will bcron1e necessarv in 
order to assuage thn shortage of ,\·ood 
11·hich the cutting out of the old forests 
\ 1"!1 bring upon ns. 

"For the rol]nirenwnts of her unme· 
diatc future, Qneen::-land 1nust now 
f'!lg-agf' in a reforestation progranune. 
b,,ginning with 5.000 acres of softwood 
plantation and 15.000 acres of natural 
reg,_-ncration annually." 

'T'hat. i~ n v0r.v big task to undertake; s611 
I do not :::t:.'C why vve ·hould not proceed'\ ith 
it. IY<' httH' to LoBr in mi11d that this agree­
ment has LwPn made bY the other State' of 
the CmnmOllW('alth. ancl WC must sec. there­
fore, that the: are carryint" out their part 
of th0 Dgrcc-n1ont. Xaturally. in considering 
this EJattcr. \Ye hav0 to r0cognisc that ,vc 
in1port. an cn0rn1ous quantity Of thnbcr, and 
that W? arc big exporters of timbers, more 
particularlY to the Southern States. \Ye must 
ece to it that ihe other States are kept fully 

[M1·. Walker. 

np to their agrcL'111ent Frorn ·what I can scl'r 
it \\ill be a yery unprorit,able vcntm·c if we 
i" thi, State proce,_;d on the present lines. 
\Ye must remember that up to the present 
time we have had the advantage of the 
naturally gTo\\·n timber. The report for 
1926 states-

.. \Yerc \YC to fulfil our softwood needs 
whollv from our own holdings, our entire 
conifCrous resource of mature sa·w logs 
other than casing lJUalities wollld be 
absorbed by the year 1938, t'relve years 
hence. 

.. There is now operating in Quecus­
land a local timber industry, the wealth 
of ~xhosc annual production is estin1a.ted 
10 he close on £3,000,000. \Vithin that 
not-unirnport<Jnt industry are 257 ~aw­
mills. of which the larger number depend 
upon the natural pinerics of the Scare for 
their r:'Olltinuanec-. The Pro·ns1onnl 
Fon·~try 13oard cannot escape a sense o£ 
~ol1Lt' r"c:-:pon~ihllity for the vv~lfarc fJf 
t11i.") tirnbPr industry and has g1Yen ('011-
>~<lerable thonu'ht to the industrial and 
E'Cono1nic prohfcn1s confronting it in con­
:-.r>f1HCncc of the indis::~:euous softwood 
dr ~-lcicucY. OhYiouslv thl'l'f1 are only t\VO 

policiPs t'rcnn \vhich' to choose, the fir~t 
to cut ont the hoop and bunya stands 
within the'<' nn,h·e vcat·s from 1926 to 
1938, ' nrn the pine-milling industry 
\\·ou1d ~uddcnlv disa11Pear, o1· to 'ration 
thP cnt m·er a more exh•nded period, and 
I\\' dilutiott and import to pase the decline 
iit our ~mall n"'sources down to the 1)0in"t 
at which thl' inclint' of the new planta-
1 ions of forest scrviC'e cr,.ation can assun1e 
the respomibilit,v for proYiding increae­
ing wpplies of log material." 

I need not read anv more of this report, 
although ihcre is quite a lot of it. It is. 
on the same lines, shol' ing that there is a 
good de;tl uf information in it. Owing to 
the absCJicc of the report of the For,·stry 
Department for this ,vear, I an_1 not able to 
bring my infonu'ltion up to date, I would 
like to rder to the svstem that has been 
rarricd out at various · tirnes in the various 
State timber reserves. I hav-' often looked 
at therd in a casual wa,v. although I haYO 
ll<'Yer had the benefit of having an expert 
\\ith ml', I am of opinion. particularly with 
regard to the Itnbil district in my electorate, 
that wondc'rful work is being done on these 
rr ."Pn·c~. e;;;pecia lly in connection with the· 
Ta.ungya s('hf'-rnc for growing bananas in con­
junction with commcr~ial trees. I had the 
plla~urt:• of looking at a photograph showing 
the l'l''lllt>< of this scheme. That photograph 

onld be an eyPopPncr to every hon. Iocrnbcr, 
<'Y0r); one of ·whoin v:ould become a strong 
"'PJJOrtcr .,f it. It is the only economical 
rncthod of planting r:ine trees when we tako 
into consid·cration the high cost of planting 
pines in Queensland as compared with the 
cost in Xew Zeccland and other countries. 
It is the only feasible way. 

Althonc:h we ma.v trrke a<h·antage of a 
natural grown State forc~t by thinnjnf~ it 
out and getting rid of 1hl~ ust:lr-s-: tin1lw-r. 
fron1 an eConon1ir ~ta ndpoint th( re is no \YU,V 
of l'f'plantin~; the ·whole area bette-r than 
undPr thr T'aung,vn ~f'hetne. In the IJhoto­
EtT:1Dh I hRYC' 1ncnhonecl the pinr•s ran b~~ 
H_'f'li. ju~t ahout heating the bananas aftc1· 
growing- for fonr or {;ve year:'. \\"'"hen vou 
h:-t\'C a ft<:•ld_ of :.,oung trees growin~ right 
up witll no foreign rnntt0r. ( ach tree pro­
h,cting the other, then yon a.re going to gc·t 
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hundreds of trees. to the acre. and vou a re 
going ro get the hest trunk pos,,ible. on the 
tree. rnfortnnatdy. the department has not 
made the lH"l uee of tl,at scheme. onlv fifty. 
six blocks having L:c'~---n taken vp, n:0-;;t Of 
them Yen ,mall. I Ycntnrc to sn v that each 
acre of ·land ~o planted tvoulcf Le \Yorth 
a fev; pound::-. yf't 1 he Govcrnnu:nt arc charg­
ing the !-'ettlcr £2 10~. per acre per Yf'ar foe 
1he rig-ht to liye thcrL · and Vilhcn it is e:on­
sidcrcd that :in six or scyen vcars the nine 
trees wil'i be> abont 10 feet h{g-h, it wili be 
seen that the Gon•rnmcnt will cycntLwl!v 
a('quirc a beautiful fon "t of pine trep<.:. ~ 

One daug-er in comwction with this-and it 
is not realif'ed bv tho~l~ 1.d1o Jo not liY~ on 
the land-i..;; the~ tapld growth of lantana, 
Vi:hich i~ ::-urrounding Jnan:: of these arcaR 
to-da2. One need onl:· peru~~c the 1r1orning 
paprrs to 1l1!d lantana ha:;: been ~·c~~Jonsib1e 
for HHtnv lire-.; in tht~ :'\orth Coast di~trict. 
So scrio;1~ is the proble1n that ]antt!,na vvill 
bt~a t thr- ,-...e:llC'111C unl0 . ..-.;; the _j.llnister i~~nc::;:. 
instructlo:i~ to his oHirc~ s to H''P that the 
are.u;; a1·e kf'lJt clf'att. 

The SECR' LIRY nm Pl·nuc Lo;ns: Some 
of your exbaustccl hat!ana 1aud:" propaga7-c 
la ntana. 

1\Ir. li\RT'LEY: llon·t be sill·;. That i, as 
silly a:" your forestry 1 ·ollcY. ~ 

J\1:e. ~WALKEH: ThA lantana sun0uncls the 
banana farms; it i-; g101Ying on the edges of' 
thc·"e farms. Rc•menJber aim that lantana 
gen11inatC'--1 quicklY an-l ~prcad~ rapidly. \Ye 
have had big fires (-'\'C'l :in our gl.L":3 lands: 
and hon. rnembPrs ea n i1nagine 'vhat the 
growth of lantana i~ likely to be in a clean 
area that i~ ~ha(lc•cl to a great C',,tcnt. 

The SEcRr.TARY FOn PrBLIC LAXDS · Are not 
many banana are~s allowed to go under 
lantana after bt1 ing ex:han~ted? 

:Ylr. \YALKER: I v:unt to 'ce the scheme 
prosecuted Yigorou:;;ly. Tt ha~ bC'en said that 
the~ GoYPrnnH'nt ha YC areas of land ~njtable 
for bananas tho.t <trP not vet 1o u~cd. I can­
not belio,-e that that i' ,(, but, if it is. I 
strong·ly urge the ~linistE'r to advcrtif-lt: any 
vacant blocks in the Gyn11>ic papers, bef'an:-.c 
n1any peop1P are clgcr to acquire ~uch land. 
The GoYennncnt ~hon1d not 111ake it hard 
for these rnen, l1eeau..::e the tin1c i.;; con1ing 
when thcv will blc-'s the man who introduce-d 
tho schcn1c for the plaming of pine trees for 
connnPrcial lJLll'l)O:<:P:::.. 

I notic• that last ye ,r 2,000,00:J young pine 
trees were planted. Tlwt i" ycry ctedit"ble, 
and shoYd that ~teps arc being taken in the 
right direction to eneourago the grO\\ th of 
f;of_twood-::. 'That i~;; all good 'nJrk, but it i~ 
g-o1ng to bl' expcnsiYP unlc.~~ th~ areas n,n~ 
cleared, bct'<lll,t'. if thcoe trPeS ar<> f] ·nted 
in the ~cruh tl11.:v arc not 1ikclv to grovv. 
You n1lght ju:-'t Us well ruh your~ head- with 
a brick, • 

Any rnan who knov\·s anything about scrub 
life can go into a scrub and sec small stunted 
tn'PS for r·he ~irnple r0a:-:;.ou thitt thcv cannot 
get thn air, :-'UH, light. or food neef·"lsarv to 
rr~akc then1 grow. as the big trees are dC'al­
ing their food all the time. If the depart­
rnent. is going to clear the scrub an<l pla11t. 
trees rhc wa v it has led ns to bclie.-e it has 
done iL it i~ going to be cxpen;;:jyp; ···till it 
has 10 b1• done if we arc to make o·oocl the 
~hortagc of tirnbcr in Queensland. r:a~t '\ ·_·ar 
the rlepanmcnt sold 41.000,000 supcrJicial'fept 
of pine 7,rno.ooo superficial ft'et of harcl­
w0od, ancl 8,000,000 SU!Jerficial feet of other 

timbers, That is an cnormom quantity, and 
it pron?s conclusively rhat the department 
rnnst Le sending latgc quantities of tin1ber 
out of tho ~tate; and it ;;;upport:; the argu­
ment I han• already p11t forward that the 
departmt•nt should sPe that the other States 
do their ·duty in the matter of reafforestation, 
because naturally-I want' to emphasi'e that 
point-it is not going to bo a rnoney-Inaking 
conccrn for thi~ State o'ving to the high cost 
of planting· to-da~'· \Yhilc the department 
sold such an enonuous a1nouut of tin1ber last 
year, the State sawmills cut nearly 10,000,000 
feet of that quantity, which ,ho"·s that the 
department cut on"·fifth. to bo on tho gener­
ous sid(· of the total tin1ber sa "-n in Queens­
land <b agair ;t four-fihhs cut by all the 
priYately-ownetl mills. 

\\' c also hear from time to time of the 
rontrover\v which exists arnm1g"·t the State­
owned I~<ills in reg·ard to the shortage of 
pin€'. I hope the department is not sran·ing· 
the privately-O\Yned n1ills iu order to get a 
little advantage. ber·ause, when all is said and 
clone, there ie not much in the State sawmill­
ing· buciHees. The proflt from the State mills 
la:t yea•· wo.s only £821, although the sales 
amcullted to £174.689. According to the 
balallcC·,hePt, stocb on hand arc Yaluecl at 
£79.709- roughly speaking, half the amount 
of the total sales last year, That requires 
investigation. It ]., no u~e ~huttiug our eyes 
to the fact that there is bound to be deteriora­
tion v;ith such large stocks ou hand. \Yhen 
thP Governrnent first took OYer a sawrnill in 
Brisbane, they were £5,000 or £6,000 out in 
the stocks, I do not' know whether thar was 
a. iokc or v·.rhcthPr it \vas due to deterioration. 
\\'hen the mills haYe £79,709 worth of stock 
on hand. it is n.1tnral to eonclude that were 
:is go:ing 'to be gn~ai: detcr:iorat·ion. There \Yas 

an cnonnoul'3 los.::.; fron1 \Yhite ants last ve:1r. 
'rhat was due to thC' \Vant of ~upen·-ision. ~ \Ye 
do 11ot want that to occur, because it UlE'ans 
a big loss to the Stare. 

\Vu haYe aho imported an unormous qua.n­
tit; of timber to supplement the shortage 
which it is said. exists here. I understand 
that about £156,000 worth of timber came 
into Qttecn~land last year. Of course, on 
account of the inter~tatc business, the records 
cannot accurately be taken. and the quantity 
n1av have exceeded the an1ount stated. How­
ever, it was something like £20,000 greater 
than in the prc,-ious year. Against that we 
arc exportin2,· au enormous ~llnount o£ timber 
to tho Southern States, and ,,-c are sending a. 
lot of our nortl1Prn timbers to America. Only 
Je,t week a boat left Cairns taking something 
lih LOOJ logs, as well as a lot of fancy 
t iJnber for orna.mcni'al purpos~1 S. 1 think it 
i., called walnut. That proves that there IS 

a !Jig sale for that rlas·. of timber. 
l>Ir. O'KEEFE: It is only an uxporimcnt. 

:\Ir, \Y ALKER: E,-cn if it is onlv an 
cxpcrim,:nt, it sho\YS that then? is a 1n~rket 
for it in America, L<'r us get their money in 
return. 

The amount of stealing that takes place is 
to be rc•grcttc.d. I understand that the 
department hnd 150 cases of i]]p~al operations 
last vcar, and I wa' sorrv indeed to see that 
prosCcutions ''"en: only jD_stitutecl in twenty­
fiYe eases, There is something wrong with 
the administration when so rnanv are let off. 
It cannot be b<•cause the cases are weak. It 
j~ nece3."Jary that' prosecutions should. take 
pla('e :in a greater nurnbcr of instances. I 
do trust th,, ::\linister will look into that. 
because tin1b,-r ~tealing is a p:rcat rncnace .. 

M1·. Walker.] 
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If the department could catch 150 of tlw 
stcalers. I am quire "'tisfied that there we1·o 
1.000 more that it -did not catch. and if prose­
cutions are onlv instituted in twc11tv-fi-rc 
( ,'tscs. naturally \~ve arc not going to get "good 
arhninistration. 

Gone rally spo:tking, the forestry policy of 
tha Goyernment has b•·en carried out parti­
cularly well, taking into conllideration the 
high cost incurr<:d in getting planting and 

clearing done; but there arc 
r11 iJ.lll.] fllallY oihf'l' Jptaib which need 

>tttE'r;tien, especially with regard 
t-'1 the lantn.na que:--tion. This i:-. thP big,t.,P~L 
menace W<' have. \Ve are going to h>tYO the 
"·hole of the timber burned out if we do not 
keep this pc't under observation. 

Again. we \Yant a survey of our timber 
areas. I know we ha.-e had certain feature 
~urve\·s, but. ·we 'vant n1orc iHfonnation in 
rcu-ard io the areas cleared. a.nd also with 
re@·ard t~o planting. One or~ hvo of us may 
have a better idea than others about it on 
accouht of liYing clooe to these placec,, 

The scheme is a g·ood one, and is being 
administered very fairly in my opinion; but 
I ·11 ould urge the Minister to discard 
·expensive methods of procedure, and go in 
for the> planting of good commercial pine in 
conjunction -wlth bananas. The Government 
will have banded over to them at the end 
of five or six :vears an enorrnous area of 
good clean land. provided they adopt the 
right methods. vVhcn the pine-trees get U!J 
some 20 or 30 feet the land will be free from 
noxious \H,eds, a.nd will be handed oYer to 
the State as a wonderful as,et. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
{!-~on. T. Dunstan, Gympie): Before dealing 
With the comments of hon. members in 
regard to the Forestry Board's operation and 
policy, I would refer briefly to the recent 
visit of the British Empire Forestn Delega­
tion to this State. There is no doubt that 
their visit here and their inspections and 
ob;<ervations in Queensland mark a distinct 
period in our forestry history. The forestry 
conference at Canberra arriyed at certain 
conclusions, and reconuuendations \Vero made 
in tlw report which was issued before thev 
left for New Zealand. In that report the~ 
review th<; history of for0stry operations and 
progress In Queensland. I shall read the 
·concluding paragraph of their report refer­
.ring to this State-

" \Ve understand that Queensland is 
the onlY State of Australia which does 
not enjoy the benefits of a comprehensive 
Forest Act. The legislation dealing with 
forests is at present comprised in the 
State Forests and Kational Parks Act of 
1906 and the Crown Lands Act of 1902 
a!Jd its amendments. These -do not pro­
vJde for matters of finance or for effective 
'tatutory pmvers for forest administra­
tion. It is desirable, therefore, that 
legislation on similar lines to that in 
force in the other Australian States 
should be 0nacted. It is of the utmost 
importance that such legislation should 
provldE' for continuity in the financing 
of the forestry programme." 

Coming from a conference of delegates who 
are -distinguished in fore"try science in other 
parts of the "·orid. that recommendation must 
be given duo weight. It is a matter for con­
sideration in tlw Go,-prnment's futnrf' policv 
and I can assure hon. memb-ers that ever; 
consideration will be gi n•n to it. Of course 
it' i~ to be n:f'ognised that a progressiv~ 

[Jir. Walker. 

forc:;trv polir,v depends on finance, and 
abilit.-· to provide such finance depends 
entirely on the taxpayers. So that a pro­
gl'(·,sive forc,try policy in this State -depends 
upon the prm·ision of the necessary funds 
frorn rcvcntw or loan. 

Before this Governn1ent can1e into po\ver, 
litt 1 e or praci'ieall:r nothiug "as done in the 
matter of afforestation, and the first afforesta­
tion station was 0stablislwd bv this Govern­
ment at Imbil. The figures show-and this 
i:) in repl:Y to the cornn1cnt's of the hon. mcnr­
ber for Toomhul as well as the criticism this 
morning of the hon. member for Cooroora to 
the cfft ...t that we had not expended sufficient 
in the way of afforc-tation-that this Govern­
nwni· hm'e clone inlmitolv better than their 
preclecp,. ;ors. I do not ·know whether the 
Oppo:-;ition ~lH'Hk with onf' YOire on the ques­
t iotl of a complf'te anrl full afforestation 
po1if'c". J doubt it; but, takin(_r thr crit1cisms 
of these hon. rnPtnbf'l'5 a~ represcntatiYe of 
the part:·, I would like to point out that in 
1914 no loan funds \Ycre pro,·idod for reaf­
forc,tation purposes by the JWevious Govern­
ment, and that their expenditure from re.-enue 
was 1neagre in emnpari~on \\ ith that of this 
Government. The following table makes an 
jnteresting cmnpari~on :-

Year. :'\et 
ReYenue. 

-------1------
1914-15 '.I 
1927-2d . j 

74,700 
2H,5G4 

Total . 
Expenditure 

· (Adminis­
tration and 
Reatforesta­

tion.) 

£ 
7,600 

04,01'12 

Per Cent. 

10 
25 

In 1914, undPr the preyious Government, the 
exnenditure in l'f'ztfforestation was £1,700. 
whereas last vear. under this Government, it 
amounted to £30.925, and, in addition, £3,100 
was expended on roads and sen·ices in con­
nection with tho harvesting and marketing 
of timber. In the current financial year a 
smn of £40,000 has been provi-ded ;,n the 
Loan Fund Estimates for reafforestation, 
being an advall(e of £9,000 on the amount 
expended last financial year. 

Now I would like to draw a comparison 
between the expenditure of the previous 
Government and the expenditure of this 
Government on reafforesta tion. 'These figures 
are a reply to the accusations or the sudden 
insistent requests of hon. members on the 
other side for a more complete forestry 
policy and a greater expenditure of public 
funds:-

I ' 

Ten Year Afforestation Percentage. Net 

I 
Expenditure, 

Period. Revenue. and Work .. -----1----1 '----
1905-H 
19lfi-24 
1919-28 .. 

(9 years) 

!

1 4of.1s6 1

1 

1,229,035 
l,GM,923 

£ 
5,Q.i7 

2-16;495 
31-±,t!87 

1·4 
20·0 
18·9 

H will be realised by every hon. member 
that. if we are to e':pend money for re­
affm~estation purposes in excess of the amount 
cleriYed from forestry operations and the sales 
of timb0r. we must of necessitv find that 
monev from some other source to make up 
tha.t 'application of revenue. It is all a 
question of whether the people of QuE\ensland 
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·are sulfieiolltlv imbued with the importance 
of a forc3try 'policy for the provision of the 
timber needs of the futuro to submit to the 
expenditure of further funds from revenue on 
a Yigorous rPafforcstailou poliry. 

Mr. I-I.\RTLEY: If the} go back to bark 
huts. the department will not be required. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I han' not hoard the hon. member cxprr•.s:; 
lii~ personal \'it~ws in rPp;ard to a reafforcsta­
tion 11olicy in any direction \vhatcver. I 
1 10r~onally rPcognise tJJe i1nportance of pro­
Yiding for the futuro soft-wood needs of the 
pPople of Queensland. It is a very gra-n: 
,;roblem. and one to which the Gcn·ernmcnt 
~';ill giv~ due consideration. 

The hon. member foe Toombul made som<> 
rdorcncc to the amount sccul'<'d bv the 
departnl('nt by way of F<tun1pagc. ·'l11o"e 
figures arp to be found in table I. of tlw 
report. 

The hon. mnnbN for Cooroora complainccl 
vf the latcllC'' in tabling the report I hanl 
to admit that the report v. as tabled la to; but, 
in explanation. I would point out that Mr. 
Swain. on whom depends very largely the 
drawing up of this report-which is of a 
highly technical nature and demands a great 
<:ka 1 of preparation-,vas exceptionally busy 
during tlw visit of tlw li;mpiro Forestrv 
Delegation to Queensland. Xot only had he 
to .carry out a certain an1ount of organisa­
tion, but he also had to prepare several 
]Hl]Wrs to lw l'l'ad at the various conferences, 
and, in addition. he had to see that several 
governmental publications wc1·e printed an(! 
i:-:;sned to those conferences. 

:\Ir. MAXWELL: Then. if lw died, no one 
·else could prepare the report? 

The SECRETARY FOR P'CRLIC LANDS: 
Tlw heavy pressure of business on the part 
of Mr. Swain has been responsible in the· 
main for the delay. 

The hon. member for Toombul referred to 
the sawn timber prices. alleging that tlwy 
had be<:'n increased by the increased stump­
age demanded by the Government. If he 
were in pob·,ession of the facts. he would find 
that his statement was quite the reverse of 
the truth. The prices for hardwood are 
lower to-day than the·y ha 1·e been for some 
,<•onsiderable time. 

Mr. H. JH. RusSELL: I referred to soft­
woods. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
Sawn hardwood is cheaper to-day than it has 
been for a considera.ble time. Sa wmillers at 
the preso:,nt time are soiling large quantities 
of first class hardwood at 34s. per 100 super­
ficial feet all sizes, without charge for special 
lengths. Reference to fixed price lists for 
1921 will show that the price of first class 
hardwood was then 37s. to 39s. The <'ase of 
lho hon. member for Toombul against the 
Government on this score therefore falls to 
the ground. 

If he wishes to compare the prices of sawn 
timbt:r to-day with those prevailing flHeen or 
twenty years ago, he must take mto con­
sideration the increased costs of cutting and 
hauling, higher sawn1ill \vages, extra 
machinery costs and, in fact., the all-round 
increase in costs which is naturallY reflected 
in timber as in all other commo·dities. 

Pine cannot. be decreased materiallv in 
price without Sl'riousJy affecting tllP ou.tput 
frcm the Crown forests. and involving wast-

~l£1'C of the lc"or uTades which arc now fmd­
mg a market. Iir the Queensland circum­
stances of present soft wood shortage, any 
policY which permits such wastage is 
uneconomic and against the best interests 
of tbe Queensland timber trade. A reduction 
in price of pine logs will ine\'itably shorten 
rho Jiff' of the sawmill industry. and this 
~c·ious di,.-aJyantagc \Yill n1orc than conni....>r­
aet an·: tt'lllporar~ ndnultag(' that rc'duC'ing 
tlw pl'ice of log..: b~:lovv th0ir Ya]up 1nl~ht' 
bl'ing-. 

The lion. llH'mbPr for Toombul also made 
rcfel'L•nce to au .allefrpcl undertakino- ·which 
the GcJ"P!'nJ!lPnt aroc stated t.o ha,:"c made 
with t!J0 Commonwealth Government regard­
ing· the royaltie~ ou tiu1bcr in ~orth Queen~­
land. A,. a matter of fact. no .,uch under­
i a king \Ya:-' gJYen io the Comrnornn .. alth 
GoYPrruucllt. 

:\fr. :Yloom:: It ought to ha Ye been. 

Tlw SECRET.\R'• FOR PUBLIC LA::-JDS: 
On 9th :Ylarch last I wrote to the Secretary 
of the Australian TimbPr Tariff Board, 422 
Collins streN, Melbonrn(', as follows:__:_ 

'' In reply to your inquiry of 1st 
:\larch, 1928, in eo nu eel ion with timber 
tariff proposals, I have to st.ato that, so 
far '" t!Jis dl'partmont is concerned, there 
i~ 110 de~irt") nor anv intention to take 
anv action which will result in th0 nulli­
fication of such protection as may be 
afforclecl bv anv in('reased tariff on 
timber. noi· will the department. arbi­
trarilv take anv action to increase its 
upsPt~ against tLe natural law of supply 
am! dcmancl. As a matter of fact, in 
order to assist the timber trade, t.he 
departruent has, on two occasions, 
recPntl:··' reducPd its sale prices for case 
logs. \rith such <'ffect that in some 
instances no 11et profits have been left 
it. and iu others case logs have been 
abandoned at. the stump because the 
cost of production cx<'eeded the present 
salP price on the market. Furthermore, 
in rPspect of maple and silkwood logs, the 
department re<'ently stabilised the prices 
for 1928 b:-· offering its yea,r's output at 
upsets considerably lower than obt.ained 
~everal years ago." 

As tf10re is no record of any undertaking 
given by this Government to the Common­
wealth Government. I can assume that the 
refNcnc·(• of the hon. member for Toombul 
was to that letter which was submitt.ed to 
the Australian Timber Tariff Exccutiv0, m 
)Ielbournc. 

::\Ir. :.\1ooRE: That is an undertaking. 
Mr. H. M. RusSELL: You put your price 

up 2<. per 100 superficial f<>et. That is the 
main thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member cannot get away from the 
f·art that the sentence was put specially in 
this letter to show that the department would 
not arbitrarilY take anv action to increase 
its upset prices against.' the natmal law of 
supply and demand. As a matter of fact. 
"''' had requests from othPr Northern buyers 
of maple that '"e shoul·d not further reduce 
the upsets, in order to stabilise the markets. 
In Aug-ust last, from our reports in that dis­
trict and our transact.ions since. we found 
that certain buyers. including a large buyer 
of 1,500.000 superficial feet of maple and 
sil\nYood logs. were prepared to pay £1 14s. 
per 100 superficial feet-an advance' on the 
then abnormally low price of £1 12s. In the 

Hon. T. Dunstan.] 
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la:-:t two yr•ar~ priCPM haYC" fa1lcn. {hH' to thP 
clcprcS5ion in the trade, from £2 14s. to £1 
12s. per 100 supcdicial fen. ~ohocly ''"ill 
argue t.hat. lwcau~e a s1nall tariff is put on 
im:JOrtccl timlwr, the price of maple and 
si lkwood log:-', bee a use of inert- a :Pd 
demands or rcl"iYal of tl'ade, is going to 
stav at tlw abnormally low figure of £1 12>'. 
\Ye haYe had seYeral offers to buv at this 
irwrea't•d price of £1 l4s.-2s. ·m·cr the 
abnormal olump p-rice ,,-hich previously pre­
Yailt>tl. Tlw only Ul1(lertaking that we gaYe 
was that we would not seek to nulhfy any 
tariff adYantagP by increasi11g our np;.;ct-s 
against. the natural law of oupply and 
clcinancl: \Y(' arc sticking to our poliry. 

Th<' dPn"utrl fol' th<' output of maple from 
( 'nnYll fot·r_•._.t-., in ?\orth Queens1anJ is quite 
;-:.,at i~fat·1or . T'hc•1·e ·was no difficultv in 
'i•lling all tlH• nwpJ.c offf'red at the recent 
~ale <Jt thP lucrra."-Pd np~ct~: in fact. a.. parc0l 
of ~JJPriai logs rvJ..li:~(·d sn~. 6d. pPr lOO sup0!'~ 
(icial feet. the up;o:f't being 40s. r.rhc Govern­
lll0ilt an· not in ~~ny "\Ya.y re:-~ponsible for the 
!\lg)J 1 n :et• l'cachPd for (-Jueen:--land n1aplc. 
Jlns \\·a:-. tlH' Ol>Cn n1arkc•t value for both 

( 
1
1'o'ql ;dHl priYatc lop:~. The Govcrnn1ent 

wen' <h•liv('ring thPir logs to market and 
,,.!Jinp: them. alld tlwir ut"els only followed 
thP trPnd t)f the Juarket. 

Rdf'l'cnc·p lutco been made bv the hon. 
nH'll!bPr for Cooroora to the Taun~gya schenw. 
whercb.Y certain forest areas are granted 
nnder 'pecial lea'e for the growth of pine­
trec>s in conjundion with the cultivai ion of 
bananas. ~t'YPral additional blocks have been 
O)H'nf'd up that arc suitable for banana-grow­
ing, allhou£\h not the hest for the purpose, 
and the0· arc still :nyaiting applicants. That. 
policv is being coniinned as J'apidly as 
possible-. 

::'\Ir. \YALKER: If you have blocks, would it 
not be better to give those blocks away, 
scc>ing that the Government will eventually 
rPpo-ss£'.;;s then1 with an eight-years' growth 
of tilllber·? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Seeing that we call special t,-,nders in all 
casc, and that rhe t.enderers are prepared 
to give high pri('es for banana blocks, it 
would be manifestly unfail' to chargc high 
rcntals in thosP cases -and give other suitable 
hlocb away for nothing. The blocks are 
eonsidered valuable by the applicants who 
trud('r und0r the Taungya. seherne. \Ve ard 
<'xtending tbat schen1e as far as possible; 
but care has to he taken in setting aside 
suitable arces that will be adapted not only 
to tbc growth of bananas but also to the 
grm,·th of pin,•-trcf's. J hrwe no doubt that 
in m,· oW.'l electorate the policy is giving 
f'YCr_,- satisfaction. 

2\Ir. GnmsTOXE: Why not let these people 
haYc ih" Liocks al' a nominal rental seeing 
rhat they arc laying the foundation of the 
fon--:-tJ"y policy? 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PlJBLIC LAKDS: 
\Yhv should we allow them to have valuablG 
Lan.ana blocks at a nominal rental when 
other men. who take all the circumstances 
into consiclcr.ation. aro prepared to tender 
for thcq• hloclu at a price which they con­
"idcr ;, suitable? The fact that in many 
cases high price"· arP offered shows that the 
land is ""ln:cbk. and ihe proposal to offer 
the bloeks at nominal rental is quite imprac­
ticable. 

In regard to thP growih of lantana on 
forestry reserves mentioned by the hon. 

[17on. T. Dunstan. 

HlClnhcr for Cooroora. the ProYi:::ion:ti 
F orPstry Board is expending a good deal 
of n1oncv in the ('radication of noxious weeds 
from thC.,-:c an:a:::. It is a fact. hovveYt~r, not­
v:ith,1 andi1 g what has been said by tho 
l1on. member for Fitzroy, that in my elec­
torate and in the electorate of the hon. 
member for Cooroora banana farmers, having 
0xhanstecl an area of land, deliberately thro» 
1hat land uncle1· lantana for its supposedly 
high fertilising properties. 

::\Jr. H.\RTLEY: That would not canoe a fire 
in a. forest area. 

The S:!<~CRETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
As fa.r cts our funds will perrnit, we arc 
cJparing wherc,·cr W(' can on forc~t areas. 

:>'vir. H.'.RTLEY: Your funds do not go vcr,· 
far. 

The SECRET_\R Y FOR Pl.BLIC LANDS: 
La-ntan~t. \Yhjch YI'Hl'~ ago "\Yas regarded a~­
a ,-pry scriou~ pr'st, is now . welcomed . by 
lll.itl1"" banana fanners., vd1o, after cx_haushng 
the !and bY firmving bananas. deltherately 
allow it to' g'o nnclN lantana in order. to 
o·ct a return from the supposed ferhhsmg 
~wditi<>o of that plant. 

The iron. mrmb<'r for Cooroom said that 
there \Va~ an cnorn1ous loss in connection 
witb the State ~awrnil1s frmn the ravage" 
of ·white-ants in connf'ction 'vith sa w!l 
timbers. That. is not correct. At the Iml.nl 
:-:awrnill thPr(' \'\'a~ a quantity of C cl~ss p11;.e 
that was affected by white-ants, wrnch d1d 
darna"" to tlw extent of about £20. All 
that C -c1a~s pine was rPCently di::;;pose.cl of a~ 
ca:::e tirnber, 

.c\s st:rtecl in the annu>tl report of the 
d(·partmcnt .. there are large stocks of timber 
on hand at. the State sawnnlls; l:1It those 
stocks are only equal to about six mon.th~' 
tnrnover. Anvone \Yho kno,vs of the senous 
df'prc ,ion in· the ~awmilling. trade of late 
will know that. th1s depressiOn has caused 
stocks to increase considerably. One of tl~e 
chief reasons for the reduction in the proht 
derived from the State sawmills this year 
as con1pared with last year was the carrying 
oYer of larg~. ... stocks of timber as a result 
of thf' depressed market. Another reason 
was the r·eduction of price due to the ~ame 
cause. It ic) not possible in a great busrness 
like ibis :thYavs to maintain stocks of sawn 
timber at the· same figure, especially in the 
prevailing deprc~;:;ion. 

Some of the mills arc now closed, but ftn 
endca~:our will be m.ado, as soon as the 
market rE'vives, to reduce our largA stocks 
at the Riatc sawmills. The other sugges­
tionR nJadf' b',7 hon. n1cn1bcrs \vill be givQn 
fnll consider,;tion. 

Mr. ED\VARDS (:\ananyo): I notice that 
the ::\Iinister. in replying to the criticism of 
hon. rrlmYlbcr., on this side, referred to tho 
question of supply and dema.nd. It is 
remarkable how the question of supply and 
demand is brought in by the Gov:rnment 
wh(']t it. snits their ca·Cl'. At other t1mes we 
are told bv them that. there is no such thing­
ns a ]a,\ ·of supply and den1and. Seeing 
the enormous amount of money that has 
been derived from our timbers. reafforesta­
tion has not taken the strides that one m.ight 
e:<:pect. The Minister is well aware that 
e.-en since the present Government t.ook 
officp st.un1pago rates on t1mbt)r hctYc nsen 
from sonwwhere around 4s. 6d. to 22s. 6d. 
per 100 superficial ff'et. and in some cases 
up to ~2s. and 32s. 6<1. per 100 superficial 
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ff•rt. In suppDrting these high si umpagc 
rate,, the Minister has argued that the 
'''ng;;·.~ 11aid to t.imLcl·-gott._•rs. overhead 
eo~t:;., ancl n1any other factor~, have to be 
taken into consideration. Tlwse factor; have 
nothi.1g at all to do with tlw question, as 
th,• timber is put up by public auction, and 
the.;;e price._; are obtained for it. 

[11.30 a.m.] 

'The people who purchase the timber ha YC 
to make the roads after\Yarcls. Seeing the 
cnonnous an1ount of ntonev IYhich ~oc-s into 
the eon;3olidatcd H_'YPnuc frorn thi; ~ourcc. 
it ,,-·ovld be a good thing to earmark a cer­
tl in ainount of n1onev to be used in rcafforc­
:;.tJtion ''ark. and in~ smnc dist-ci('t::; to a.c;:.si::-t 
to repair !'oads which are l•:_~in~'- pulled to 
pif'cl·S b.·" the haulage o~ this tiniLt'l', 

The Fore8try De1w.rtmeut needs tu be reor­
ganised fron1 A to Z. It i~ all \ t•ry ' ell to 
::ay that v,re hrtYP aJ.L up-to-Llatc Lh'!).J.rtment 
1coking after our ti1nh-:.·r l'f'~ourcc:. \VL~ haYP 
a wonde-rful asset in our tinlbL•r. }1ilbon:-> 
of pound:', worth nf tindJ'-'l' ha YL been sold: 
but we han' still large r1uamitiP··· left. \Ye 
shoald be t;iYcn fullPr inforn1ntio11 about th·• 
tirnber rc::;c'J'H'S held by the Forc~rr:v Depart­
rnerd. [n Iny ovrn cli;;:.trict and t hrrt rppre­
f:t·ntt~d bv t1te hon. rnernbrr for Stanlev the-re 
arc thol1~ai.d!:i of a('rt.., of tir:nber r'e5£'1Tl':.o; 
held at the present time: but much of the 
land has no timber on it. and it would lw 
Lettel' to cut it up foe close settlement than 
a!IO\', it to lie idle. as it is. It ;, hard to sav 
what quantity of this land would be availabl~ 
for settlcrr10nt, a~ it Yequire:-. auother sLnYey 
t1J be made to get ~hat. information. rThcrf~ 
is a large area of lawJ. held t twre \\hi eh is 
oHl? L1rec•ding Yennin in :1. di:;:.trict sPttletl 
with small farms and with good railway eom· 
rnunication. It vv·otdd be a great advD_Etage 
to the State if that lancl were cut up and 
pnt und~._•r cultivation, if it ha~ no Yalue fron1 
a fon,~.try point of Yicw~ Tt S('C'lll:'i to lTIP that 
this que:;,tion is not t.akl"ll i1itq considcr::nion 
at all. Yean ago the Forestry Department 
1na.dc certain .:-.urvPVS, and 1nntls -~ye re tr- ken 
ovf~r as tin1b...:r re.;;ervcs. It is necP>"ary to 
get a rc·,urYey of the bnd to find out whether 
a great deal of it cm.!ld not. bo better usccl 
for the cultiYation of crops. 

As lo !he rc·planting of trees. it e-cems to 
nw that greater en.n: should hP takP'< uf thL: 
trees that arc now gTO\Ying natura11v iu the· 
forests. After all, the tree that is growing 
natural];,~ does better than th.: tree ~,-hirlt is 
planted artificiailv. Therefore, the Forc>ln' 
1lcpartmcnt would clo \\·ell to g·in' consi<lcni­
tion to thrc tens of thm1'ands of >mall trees 
which arc• gTowingH o~ so1nc of this land 
to-claY. R< afforestation has in n1anY in~tnnces 
been, a failure in the Jla,t. largeiy through 
the IYa;- the underg1·ovvth h >< bc·~n cleared. 
Thl.~ l1as can~PcL ... fire:; an1on~ 1nany c1f the 
yonng tree.;:, ''"hich haYe cornn1c-nrPd to grow. 
That n1cthod ha~ b0'cn rr n1istakc; but the 
Fo-r-P~t:·:v Depart-mPIJ.t. has awnkc-ncd to th0 
posit!on. 2nd is not atte1npting to replant 
trN'' under the m< thod adoptee! ,]nrinp: the 
first fc\\' war> of its existence. After hug·e 
s·1n1~ of 1.nonc:v haYe bPc-n expended. R fi\·(~ 
could start and 1vipe out the 1vholc planting· 
ln a few hour:-:. rrhi,;; is a serious quc-stioll 
in a dry counti·y like Quccr,sland. 

'Thr;ro are m a itc'r" to which the 2\Iinistcr 
should giYt' careful consideration. I an1 not 
at. all sati~fied tlult it is necessarv to 1nake 
such enorrnons sun1s out of t'hc ~selling of 
timber. I bclieYc that it woul<l giYe better 

results to the State if the timber were sup­
plie<l to the people who use it more cheaply 
than at present'. It 1s all n•rv "ell to sa v 
that the Go~ l'rnincnt arc not ~getting rnor~:> 
than their dn<' for it; but they tell the 
work<'rs that they arc doing all rh'ey can fm· 
thcn1, Etnd ar·e relieving th.,en1 of taxatiolj, 
v:.here...t? in .this in~tance they irnpo:;:e hcayy 
dll'eet taxation on thern-partirularly on the 
thrifty m .. n who is trying ro build a home. 
It must be admitted that the enormous 
increase from 4s. 6d. tD 20s. and 30s. p•'l' 
~00 supcrfiC'ial feet for stumpage i::; a heaYy 
1111po~t on the worker who is building a hon1c 
or the nwn in the conntry who tu·CS timber 
at cYery turn. 

.. A_not~cr thing which scfTtb to be \Yrong 1-:.c 
the pohey oi the GoYernment in disposiug (': 
ti1ubcr ir. large quantitic~, with the rc~ulr 
that nobody but the big tirr1b(-'r assoc1atiolr'l 
haYt' been able to buv. and rhe :;;;Inall sa\Y­
millers ];ay<' had tre.mendous difl:icultv in 
k_eeiJing their n1ilb going. The big ass~ocia­
twns can bu'.· the lot and treat the small 
:nillcr as they like; and it would be a good 
lllea to t annark s1nal1 quantitic::> of tin1bc1· 
:i11 each district ;,nd giYe these s1nall 111ilb 
opt'ions OVC'l' it ~o thUt they n1a_v bfl kept 
running. That sceJns fair and jnst) and j..; 
better than allowing a big rnonopoly to crn:-:h 
tlwm out or to allo·.1 them just '.l'hat it like~. 
Thf' .}linister ~hould cndeaYour in eYcrv \Yav 
1'0 builrl up indltstrics in the countl:v i'athe·,. 
than fore<> all t.hc people into tl]e large 
<entre.;: of population. That is entirely wrong, 
and if, another instance in \vhich \VC rC'quirt! 
rcorg-allisation in the dcparbnent. It se2nr..; 
to me that the officers have been careful m 
do what they consider is best; hut the policy 
dot~s 110t srfPin to \York out :in thP hc~t interest., 
of the people concerned or of the Stat'e. 

In the areas I ha ,·e spoken of, snch as the 
Rull~'a ~Ionntains. there :;::ccrns to be a large 
arnount of land which is not growing timber 
and is of uo Yaluc to the State for such a 
purp<l'c. It could \Yell be cut out of the 
rcscrYcs and handed over to small settlers. 

Another l'l'spef't in which thC' Provisional 
Foreotry Board or the Department of Publiu 
Lands could giye more consideration to the 
emall settler i's in connection with the boun­
darv fcn('cs of fore"try rcscrye:;:.. It is a hard 
matter for a SE't'tler on a small area of ]and. 
\Yith a boundary fence along-side a St-ate 
fon?<:-.t or t1mbcr rc,,('rve, to do his share; and 
he gets nD assistance from the department in 
keeping it in good shape. I hope that the 
forcst-rv officer"' 'vill assist in t'he:3e n1atter::::, 
particularly in re,pect of the cost of the 
hmnes of \Yorkers and settlers in the countrv 
districts. ' 

:Hr. HARTLEY (Fit. ray): It seems to me 
that the fanher we go on this question the 
JEore grave <locs it appear to be. not only 
in respect of the shortage of timber, but :1lso 
the short age of ca.sh. In spite of the fact 
that the Forc,try Department has a big 
revenue from the sale of timber-timber 
which it did not grow and in the g-rowing of 
\vhich it had no hand, because probably it 
was growing before any of th('lll saw~ the 
light of day-the time must come when that 
timber will be exhauste-d. Then there will 
be no rnoro rnoney to fritter awd,~- in planting 
little pretty pine tree« in areas where they 
were never rnf'a:at to gro\v, and in the build­
ing of reads for which the "bullock,· ., payi'. 

It is time that this Comr .ittPc woke up to 
the fact th"t the dcponment has no' really 
improved the position at all in relation to 

Mr. Hartley,] 
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the timber industry in Australia. The posi­
tion facing Quer~nsland to-day barks up that 
sta tcnu)nt. I rctnernhcr \Yhf~n l \Vas a 
young :-ter the pine ~-.i1nber used in ...._-\.u~tra.lia 
\Vas ( lregou pine lnlported frorn Amcncu, 
probablY because of tlw che.1p sailing ship 
freight. 'rat('· and the faet that timber \va::; 
plentiful in the country of exportation. 
Although v.-c• had wonderful pine forests here. 
we had not in any market! degree csta.blio,hcd 
Raw1nills tn cut our own tirnhcr. B~\- the 
cYolution of time leading to tho establish­
ment of tlw sawmilling inclu,try of Austndi:t 
"<VD utili.Jed in Queensland our own fon~sts 
in which the Queensland Forestry Board and 
1 0 politician ltac1 ~~ny fiHgcr in a;;sisting on<' 
trcr to ;:?TOY.. \Ye utilised onr own forest~ 
and cut oat the U'f' of Oregon. Baltic, and 
?\TonvC'f2·ian pine. -'\o-..Y 'vc are getting· it 
Lack. It i:-- ('omi11g into tho country in grC'at 
quanti tic.:.;, both }ia ltic and OrPgon piu0. 
Despite the increased cost of labom in the 
exporting .countriC>.:::! the incre;-L"cd co~t of 
'vages for Pngine-er-s 011 the boat~. and the 
iHc1·ea~cd CO:'t of wage::- for ~C:1Hlf'11. thesP 
cJuntrie.:; an~ able t~J uwJor;;;e1l our O'n.ll 

tinlhPr in this country. 

The SEC'RET\RY >'OR PUBLIC' L\,;ns: Or<'U'OH 
pirw has not the san1e durability as our own 
pine. 

::Yir. lL\RTLKY : Then' may he two 
OlJinions about th'at. I have seen Oregon 
pine last longer than Queensland [Jinc. It 
all dcpQnd::~ on v.lwt r1a~.;; of pine is rcfe-n·Pd 
to. I cun not po-;i n;; a.~ an expert on these• 
matters. but 1 should I ikr· omeon<' to reply 
to what I haYf' staterl. If the department 
i~ doing· "lH'h v;onJorfu.l work, how i~ it that 
our own Queewdand pine that we haYe bePll 
nursing, petting. '"atering. and for which we 
have been clearing country and growing and 
caring for trees that thPy might rea<'h 
maturitY, and. giYing in thP fact trmt then' 
has been all inC'rease in wages in Queen:-.land 
~bearing in 1nind that there has aho been 
an incroa~E' in ,,.-ages in Arr1eric:-t and ?\o1·way 
-that in our own countrv those countries ar(• 
able to sPll their Baltic or Oregon pine 
cheaper than we can sell onr own pine in 
our own country? 

Mr. :MooHE: And pay a big ·duty, too. 
Mr. Fouw: They dump it here. 

Mr. HARTLEY: There i<' always some 
e-xcuse. They cannot dun1p lt hPrl~. l do 
not know how manv thousands of mile~ of 
ocean th<''e boats ninst sail. Then there is 
the cost of handling the lumber alld getting 
the timber here. The whole cost shoulcl makP 
it so high '" to be prohibitive in competition 
against our O'\Vn timbe1· sold in our O'i\'H 

country. That is 'me aspect of the qwcstioll. 

It is all humbug about the Forestry Board 
doing ctnything in the wa;. of reaffores~ation 
in Queensland. Of the .£250.000 appl'Opnated. 
£245.000 should be cut out and the other 
£5.000 utilised in sending our fore.stry experts 
into the country~ with a n1attock, axe. pick 
and f:.hoYel for two years to l0n.rn ~on1e-thing 
about QLH'cnsland conditions ~tnd about the 
growing of Queensland timber where God 
m0ant it should be grown, and not where the 
forestry cxpE:'rt~ think jt ought to grow. 
{Laughter.) God in nature planted this con­
tinE."nt with various classe;;; of trees-hard­
woods and softwoocls. Go to any part of 
the country where man has not interfered 
0xcept wit]; an axe to cut down the matured 
tree for his own benefit, and you will fmd 
another tree immediately grows in its place. 

[ l11 r. H artley. 

ThPre you lutve abundant eYidenco of bow 
nature On her own r0rrffore:o;ts better than any 
artificial aid suppli<,d by mall. 

I do not know much about pine timber, 
and l am not saying anything· about that, 
but the samP in mv opinion. would apply 
tllere. You c~tn get '"a very striking cx:amplc 
Df it if you take' a trip into the Stanl~y 
electorate. Go along the Kilco:v lme m 
the train, a11d just look out of the \\'llldow. 
Y-.-ou eau still puff your cigarette or Clg~r­
that will nol interfere with your obscrvatwn, 
a~. the train goes slo'l'l enough, God kno\V::i. 
!Laughter.) '\_ ou will see. whore a few of 
the old giants, 7 or 8 feet. m chamoter, han> 
l-:·en brought down, and, 1£ you_ havo fJO\"\~er 
of observation, vou will iinmechately notlCO 
rio·ht around the old stump a lot of saplings 
ha"vc grown up~stringybark or . blackbutr 
--as straight as gun-barrels. That ts r· lesson 
to the Forestry Department m reaJl'orcsta­
l ion. yet the department has not done a 
sing le thing in any of these "re as. I hope 
the .Minister and the Foreotry Department 
officiab will just put a little more ¥inger 
iutD their operatiDns, and that they wtll get 
mtt of their "viYcl chairs in their ofiicc, where 
illPinbPr::. of ParliamPnt talk to thcu1 some~ 
time.s and trv to (n]J them something of what 
theY ha.ve sc.en or heard in the country, ancl 
~o ·into the counirv. I mean that the head 
~flicials~not the office boy, {)l' the junior 
factot·~will get out into the country and 
stav thcre---(Opposition laughter)~and that, 
if 'thev can find a "nark "~I hope tho 
Austrahan .Journalists' Association will duly 
appreciate that word~(laughter)--liko me, 
t(H\Y wjll get in contaC't with him and sa~, 
" iYhat k1YC you got tD say aboc1t thrs 

lj1orcstry Depart.'mcnt 'f \\;"hat i~ 3~our trouble'(' 
Ii a ·' nark,. is no good. I hope they wtll 
proc<'ed furthN. If they come al?ng. to 
where I am~not while the Federal clecnons 
are on--I will tn and show them some faults 
around nw. and then introduce them to some 
0thcr "nark~'' ahout l(ilco~~. rrhe Forestry 
Dt•purtrnent has ineroased the price of tim­
bPr until to-dav we in our own country 
cannot buiJ.d a £300 or £400 house for less 
than about £800--

0PPOSITIO,; :YJE}!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

i\Ir. HARTLEY: You need not split up 
fwures or attribute the reasDn of that to this 
c~st or that cost. 'There is the bare plain 
fact and a great deal of its cause is the 
ovet:head ex[len,es and maladministration of 
the Forcstr~ Department. 

}lr, H, :\I. RcrsSELL: And the enormous 
~tnrnpage rates. 

Mr. H \RTLEY: I sav harvest the limber, 
and, if it. will not g'row again. let the 
" bloke " who want' timber in the future 
look to it himself. That is a fairly sound 
policy. If you want rcafforest:ltion, ass_ist 
nature to reafforeet; do not mtcrfere wrth 
nahu:C'. 

The trouble Dn the North Coast line is to 
ke<'P clmn1 the young timber. Ycu are 
foolish to ringbark or fall any great ar.ea 
unlos,; vou are lTad y to put the plou"h rn. 
or hrn-0 plcntv of stock to put upon the lane! 
in m'der tD l(eep down the timber, If you 
are afraid of a timber famino~a!ld I am 
not afraid of it-let the people on the land. 
w heiher it is of freehold or leasehold 
tenure, rpce-in} :.;ome indueenwnt to allow 
the timber I speak of to grow, and not cut 
down beautiful young saplings 50 feet high 
without a branch except at the top. Thai; 



Supply. (24 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1533 

is what is bciug done in the forest country 
all .Jong the :'\orth Coast Railway. 

Give them " bonus or a reduction of land 
tax per lLCl'C of Cstimltted commercial 
fore,t-bcaring land. That will relieve the 
Forc,trv Board to a great extent. At the 
present, time you have a great deal 
of land locked up, not only in the Stanley 
but in other district,, that people would turn 
ir.to more valuable land if they could get it. 

The Minister knows I gave him one strik­
ing example. in which I am glad he inter­
fered .so that the report. of the forest ranger 
wa.; set aside. The forest rang·er had 
r-eported that a, certain piece of land should 
not be openc·d up for selection, and the result 
was that a 1nan, \Yhose father's place ''Tas in 
the neighbourhood, was denied the right of 
taking up a small block. I am glad t.he 
Minister eventually consented to that land 
bejng throvvn open for selection, because, 
althoug-h it wa.s only a small area, instead 
of having lantana and black wattle timber, 
it has now a couple of acres of first-class 
bananas. It simply goes to show t-hat, when 
you take a way the interference and give the 
country to people who know how to use it, 
you ,,·ill get n1urh greater production frorn 
the countrv than b:: merely producing timber 
that has to be sold at- such a high price. 

I ho··1e what I have said will be con­
siderNf I have said it time and again 
before. It is like a voice crying in the 
'\Vildernf'ss, but still, while you have a voice, 
it is just as well to cry. (Laughter.) While 
I P.dmire t-heir theoretical knowledge of 
timber, and while I give them every credit 
for their zeal to reclothe the land of Aus­
tralia with forests, I want them to remember 
it is a darned long way to go, and it is a 
darned costly business if we are g·oing to do 
it by the met-hods that they are adopting at 
present. Let them get out into the country 
themselves and treat the thing from a prac­
tical standpoint-study the quest-ion from 
the point of view of the men who are trying 
to mE' the land for something else, so that 
they will realise that, when they allow the 
lantana t-o choke up the gorges on their pro­
perties, they arc placing a burden on the 
man who is using adjoining land. That land 
should be kept dear. Despite what the 
:Minister says, that people deliberately throw 
their land open for lantana, we have laws to 
deal with that, because nearly every per­
pe'-ual lease has a provision that, on pain of 
forfeiture, the land must be kept free from 
Jantanrt and noxious weeds. What I said 
about lantana "''" that it was stupid to say 
that the fire's in th0 forests originated from 
areas of banana land that. had been cleliber· 
atelv nut under lantana by the men who 
helri that banana land. Ati\ man who did 
that 1vonld be stupid. because the minute he 
put a fire through his lantana-it may be 
donf'. but it is an expensiYe wav of fertilis­
ing land-he would deetroy all (.he value of 
that fertiliser. seeing that it •vould destroy 
the mulch coming from that lantana. I hope 
th.et before we haYc this vote to consider 
again there will be some practical a<h·ancc 
made in a practical c!ired-ion by the Forestry 
Board. 

Mr. FRY (Tturilp'Z): I think most mem­
bers of this Committee will endorse many 
of the remarks of the hon. member for 
Fitzrov. Some of his remarks should be 
given ' ;-ery iicrions consideration by the 
department. especial!? the portion relating 
to the co•t of houses and furniture. 

:Mr. FoLEY : There is no State forest in 
y mr electorate. 

J\1r. FRY: There is no forest in the electo­
rate which I represent because it is a city 
l'lcctoratc; but in my electorate there are 
working men on the basic wage who are 
endeavouring to purchase their own homes 
and furniture with which to furnish their 
homes, and they are just as much, if not 
more, interested than anyone representing a 
timber district. It is in their interests that 
I ri"' in my place this morning· to support 
many of the remarks ma-de by the hon. 
member for Fitzroy, and particularly his 
st aternent that stumpage rates had increased 
until a house which should cost between 
£300 and £400 now cost £800. 

There are two sides to the question of 
reafforestation. One is the growing of the 
timber; the other is the utilising of it. One 
is the provision for the cultivation of the 
commodity; the other is the supplying to the 
people of the commodity at a reasonable 
price which will permit them to receive 
,-ome benefit. The expenses which are 
ineurred in the production of timber are 
borne, perhaps to a larger extent than we 
aro aw><re of, by the wage-earners of this 
State. In many respects the remarks of 
the hon. member for Fitzroy were Yery 
·weighty and de-'lerve serious consideration; 
but I do not go so far as to say that we 
should not go in for roafforesta tion. I differ 
from the hon. member on that point. 

Although in season and out of season we 
have had a demand for an increased tariff 
to pmtect our timber industry, that 
increased tariff, granted bv the Common­
\Yealth Government, has been nullified by 
our Forestry Dtpartment, and the depart­
ment is desening of censure in that regard. 
I shall instance a case in point. Take the 
Commonwealth tariff on timber-

~-----

Undressed-
12 in. by.6 in. and upwards 
7 in. by 2-~- in. and upwards 
Less than 7 in. by 2)- in. 

I Old Tariff, ::s-ew Tariff, 

I 
per 100 per lOO•,, 

Superficial Superficial 
, Feet. Feet. 

8. d. s. d. 

4 0 8 0 
5 6 9 6 
7 0 11 0 

The CHAIRMAN : Order t Will the hon. 
member connect his remarks with the Yote. 

Mr. FRY: I am coming right to the vote 
now. The stumpage rates imposed bv the 
department on log timber at Atherton on 
the lOth of this month was increased by 
2s. per 100 superficial feet, which is equiYa­
lont to 4s. per lOO superficial feet of sawn 
timber; so that in that respect the dutv 
which has been imposed by the Common­
•vealth Government has been nullified bv the 
action of the State Government. '\Yhil;t the 
Bruce-Page Gm·ernment closed the door to 
foreign timber, the Queensland Gm'ernment 
opened that door. It is no use a>king- fm· a 
tariff to protect our industry if the Queens­
land Government are going to nullifv it 
after it is granted. • 

[12 noon.] 

Coming back to the quPetion of the cost of 
lcouses and furniture, if Queensland. which 
controls this industry, is going to rnake loO" 
timber dearer, sawn timber will be dearer~ 
and furniture and house timber will be 

Mr Fry.] 



1534 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

clearer. I protest against the Government 
taking a narrow view of it, and continuing 
on the lines I have indicated. 

Mr. C. J. RYAN (Eacharn): In reference 
t<> the remarks of the hon. member for 
Kurilpa, in connection with the increased 
rvice of maple, it might be as well for the 
Committee to know why the price of maple 
has been fixed at 32s. during the last twelve 
months. Repre,entations were made bv cer­
tain people connected with the timber 
industry to the Forestry Boa1•d to fix the 
price for maple. Attention was called during 
the very bad slump in timber-and my elec­
torate was considerably affected by that slump 
-to the fact that the bl.[yers in the South 
had stated. in view of the fact that maple 
had decreased from 54s. per 100 superficial 
feet, and would still further decrease, they 
were nor prepared to buy it. It was pointecl 
out that, if the Forestry Department-whicn 
is the btggest supplier of maple in Queens­
land--was to fix the price and state that it 
wouid not be any lower under any considera· 
tion, there was going to be a. demand for it. 
That was done. and contracts wore made. I 
have not got the figures, but I know that 
quite a number of logmen made contracts 
for supplies of maple to be sent into t.Re 
Southern nu1rkcts. 

The question of the increase in the price of 
maple is evidently one of those things which 
are covered bv the remarks made bv the 
Minister with regard to supply and de~and. 
As I have stated before in this Chamber, I 
am not altogether in sympathy with the 
Forestry Department in its policy of contract. 
The Labour Party has not been built upon 
that principle and I still object to the 
principle of suppl:· and demand, particularly 
in regard to the employment of labour. 
Howc ,·er. it is just as well to go back a little 
on this question of increased costs for build· 
ing material as well as the supply of cabinet 
woods for furniture. ·whilst maple was bring­
ing 54,. in :\ orth Queensland, a large amount 
of money was being made by hon. members 
oppositP in dealing with that timber at that 
price, and I claim that the high price was 
responsible for the introduction of Pacific 
Jr,.aple and cheap cabinet woods. 

2\Ir. 1\IooRE: The Cairns strike was respon­
sible for that. and you know it. 

::'IIr. C. J. RYAN: The moment anv com­
modity reaches too high a price. particularly 
when it i.o something that can be done with­
out. tho consumer will either do without it or 
cmbstitute something else. During the last 
three years I have made inquiries into the 
furniture trade, and, notwithstanding what 
the Leader of thf' Opposition says about the 
Cairns ,-tt·ike being responsible for the posi­
tion, I ha n' found that there were any 
amount of logs and cabinet timber in the 
1::\outh; and. in :\orth Queensland, between 
Millaa l.Iillaa and Tolga, it" was being sold 
at 54s. per 10n superficial feet on the ramp, 
while it was bringing up to £12 per 100 super­
fcial feet in the South. 

I want to know what happened to 
c•tuse the difference between 54s. and £12 
per 100 superficial feet. It was a common 
i.hin:; for c1ealers to receive £10 per 100 super­
ftcial feet, and it is no wonder that vou find 
pcopk landing Pacific maple in Australia when 
tlwv can "et it more ,·hcaply. I h~v'' been 
uut .:tv1 W!1g~~ the- titnber 1nen, seen the tiiYJber, 
and di:::c u.s:;cd the question \vith the~n. Ko 
o_ne ought to have to pay that vrice for 
tnnb~r; and several manufacturers in Bris-

[ji?'. Fry. 

bane have told me that the most immoral set 
of men in commercial dealing were a. num­
ber of timber men connected with the cabinet­
wood timbers in Brisbane. I make that 
statement because men have given me the 
authority to uoe their names, if necessary. 
It is useles• for hon. members to say what 
they ha YO said, because the timber-getter was 
charging 54s. per 100 feet for timber which 
sold in the South at from £10 to £12. 

Similar remarks apply to the recent 
increase of 2s. per lOO feet. I do not know 
the facts, but from what I can learn a 
::\orthern group went to the Forestry Depart­
ment, r"nd said the} were prepared to pay 
the increase. \Yhether they were right or 
not I do not know. I am concerned about 
seeing maple and other cabinet woods kept 
at a fair price, but I do not see why we 
should urge the Forestry Department and 
private owners to decrease their prices and 
then allow middlemen to increase their 
profits beyond a fair margin. 

I am not going to pose as an authority 
on reafforestation, but I have been a bush­
man, born and reared in the bush, and lived 
the greater part of my life there, and I ha.ve 
just as much co1nn1on sense as the next man; 
and I think that some of our theories in 
rPgard to reafforcstation are not borne out 
in practice. In my electorate and tha.t of 
the hon. member for Chillagoe it cannot be 
said that the methods a.dopted have been a. 
complete success; but, on the other hand, we 
must make some allowance for the fact that 
we are in the experimental stage. I have 
read something about red cedar. The hon. 
member for Fitzroy has said something about 
a certain species distributing its seed a great 
distance from the parent tree. I could take 
hon. members to- certain areas in Korth 
Queen.~land and ,how them instances where 
cedar trees have thrown their seeds anything 
from S to 10 chaine. I do not think, more­
over, that the statement-! am not quite sure 
whether it comes from the chairman of the 
Provisional Forestry Board o<' not---that it 
wouid be impracticable to regenera.te cedar­
trees is quite correct, because many places 
can be shown in North Queensland where 
the young cedar-trees are almost unlimited in 
number and their growth very rapid. 

I heard the hon. member for Cooroora 
state that it was necessarv to clear an area 
before replanting trees for the purpose of 
establishing v. new forest. That is quite 
incorrect so far as our cabinet vroods are 
concerned. The young trees mu.st be 
protected from the sun. they rnu>t ha Ye a 
certain amount of light, and they must be 
enveloped with a certai1: amount of under­
growth during their ea,rly stage". I could 
explain these 1natters with greater case if 
I had hon. 111embers in a scrub. where I 
could point exactly to what was taking place. 
However, fr01u iny observations extending 
OVE'f a period of years I think much more 
work can be done in attending to the natural 
growth in our scrub areas-I speak now of 
softwoods and cabinet timbers-than has been 
achieved np to the pre·0nt time by the 
assistance of nurseries and other like places. 

It is only natural that the Forestry Board 
should hav0 fallen somewhat into disfavour. 
\Ve are told. aud I believe with an abundant 
amou::t of truth. that · 'C are thrcalf·ncd 
,,-jth a depletion of our tin1ber supplir~;>;. 
particubrly of :-,,)ft\vood.-:. and Wf' arc warned 
that We' ohoulcl cstabli,h reserves to suppl:r 
the timber neecls of the future ; but I am 
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afraid that public opiniou wilt demand that 
the TJppartmeHt of Public Lands ,hall throw 
""pen for culti,·ation and settlement certain 
Ul'PrtS uow set aside as titnlwr reserves. There 
is a big portion of l"orth Queensland that 
·Could he utilised as timber res,rves, of which 
YPrv littk notic0 has Lcen tal~en. There is a 
tor.~lcncy to keep close to settled areas whc:t 
e1nbarking· on a schc1nc of reafiorestation. 
I suggest to the Forestry Boarcl that it 'houlcl 
give sorn0 attention to the que . .,tion of going 
further afield in furtherance of its policy of 
reafforestation a11d ti1nhL•r preservation. I 
wggest that it should confine its attention 
to places that are more or l<''s inaccessiblP. 
There are places in North QuE'ensland which 
l learn from general discussion v.·ith forestry 
cofficcr3 are regarded ns inaccessible and wi1 l 
be inaccessible for the next f\ftv vears. I 
have in 1nind countrv at the bat~k "of Card­
well. I hav0 spent~ a f'On~iderable an1ount. 
of time in that portion of North Queensland. 
at one tlme prospecting ther0 for a period 
{.'xtcnding oYer a nlunbtlr of n1onths-cu1d I 
have seen there forcsi-~ of kauri pine 
unequalled in any fore"t that I know. 'Cnfor­
tunately, very little information respcetin~· 
this orea is in thP hands of the Forestry 
Board. I would verv much like to obtain 
at an earlv datfl sorlw furthPi' info1·n1atiou 
regarding ~the timber on areas \\'hich arp 
now considered inaccessible. From what I 
knc\v of the countrv, it is not so iL~cccssibh~ 
.as the Forest t·y De1;artn1ent contends. 

There is a tendency on the part of the 
Fore, try Office-I do not wish to be a <'arping 
·critic-to grow very conservative. Whilst I 
am not 'o dra ·tic in giving advice as the hon. 
member for Fit.zroy, I would suggest that the 
officials allow thernseh·es a lit-tle more scope 
than hitherto. I know thPy are very busy 
men ; but it is worth while at times to 
list0n to others, and receive the advice that 
others may or 1nay not freely giY0. There 
is much more to be learned on t·hc question 
of rcafforestation in Korth Queensland than 
is at present known. There we have the soil 
and the rainfall. The growth of timber is 
more rapid there than in any other part of 
the State. Then' we have a great area of 
country t.hat is not likely to be reqttired for 
agricultural purposes, and the Forestry De· 
partmcnt would be well adYised to give more 
consideration to what might be termed 
inaccessible country in that area and to the 
consideration of h·ow the timber upon that 
count.rv affects the timber resources of the 
State.~ 

Mr. CARTER (Port Curt,:.,): As the 
representative of a constituencv where there 
are a good manv actiYities in the timber 
industry, I wouid like to make a few 
remarks before the vote goes through. I 
listened with a good deal of attention to the 
remarks of the hon. member for Nanango. 
I compliment him on his close study of the 
question and his very complete knowledge 
of forestry matters, in so far as it affects the 
small miller and the users of timber in the 
area where the timhPr is obtained. I frPclv 
endorse all that. he said on the matter. · 

The hen. member also spoke of the need 
of some of the money obtained in royalties 
being set aside for the construction of roads 
into thP forests. That is a qtw~tion which 
affects the timbergetter vcrv considerabh-. 
Ko consideration has been given to him. · 

I was pleased t.hat the hon. memb<>r for 
Eacham drew attention to the policy of the 

Forestry D<'partatent in calling tenders from 
teamsters for contracts in cutting and haul­
ing titnbcr. By this n1eans they .are encour~ 
aged to compel·C with one another. That is 
a policy which conflicts with the poliGy of 
thP Labour Party, and one with which I 
cannot agrcc. The tendency is to get timber­
getters cornpeting- with one anothf"r to such 
an cxtcnt t.hat oftt'n the work is done at less 
that "·hat i:-; regard~d as a fair rate. rrhe 
tf_,r:,rn:-,trr hn~ to ~nak;,; his O\Yil roacb, and 
in bad weather no assistance is given him. A 
contractor may go to the trouble of making 
l'Oads into the fDl'ests in order t.o hanl the 
timber. and these ,roads are subsequently 
usc:d b.v SOlllP other cont.ractoJ' who, by the 
contra('t ~:vstcnl, has been brought into con1-
rwtition with him. 

The hon. member for ~anango touched on 
t-hl' cost of timber to the residents of the 
area~ where the tirnbcr is grown. If any 
person has a right to that. timber it is the 
man in the district where the timber is 
groy:tt. The timber there is too costly for 
thosP rPquiring it for fencing or ot-her pur­
post'o. The Forestry Department has and is 
still performing some very useful "·ork: but 
1 do think that timbe,r is being pushed up to 
an Pxcc~sive pricP to the user of the tintber 
in Qn<'<'nsland. Otte has to realise that from 
a country at no great distance from Australia 
-that is An1erica-we can in1port Oregon 
or Douglas pine into Australia more ch(·aply 
than we can get our o\vn pin~...: for. 

At 12.19 p.m .. 
Mr. \YALKER (Cooroora), one of the panel 

of Temporan Chairmen, relieved th(' Chair­
man in the c·hair. 

Mr. CARTER: This time last year I was 
talking· to the propriet.or of a big carriage 
works in Sydney. who had just returned 
f.rorn Atnerica. He i:;; a man with .a com­
pl0le knowledge of the timbers of Australia 
and is a verv observant man. He told me 
that there were forests of Douglas and other 
pint> in both Canada and the United ~t.ates 
of America that would supply thE' bmber 
requirements of the world for another 100 
vears. That is evidence that timber can be 
bought cheaply. 

Mr. Moo RE: It might be evi·dence of his 
lack of knowledge. 

Mr. CARTER: The gentleman had con­
siderable knowledge of the business, and had 
tra veiled through these timber areas. He 
i, a "\'0l'V obserYant n1an~ and I an1 :-;u_rl;­

hc was 'stating the case very calmly and 
truthfully to me. The fact that we can 
obtain timber cheaply from America is proof 
of that. I£ that is so, it does seem absurd 
that in a sparsely populated continent like 
Australia we should hope to maintain our 
position by charging such high prices for 
timber. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC LANDS: \V e 
import only a ,mall quantity of first-class 
Oregon pine. \Vhat we chiefly import B 

only equal to " B ·~-class pine. 

l\Ir. C~\RTER: At the same time we know 
that timber can he obtained more cheaply 
from America than in Australia. There are 
in1n1e11s'~' quflnt~ties aYailab1e. T\YGnty-four 
Ol' tvvcnty-fl YE' year~ ago Oregon pine was 
lBnd~d ln Bri-Jbn,nc in flitches fot 9:;:. per 
lOO :-:.uncrficial f('e~. Thnt w.'l-, nnt on a 
rippi11i· bench and cut into the· UC'C''"~ary 
:.;izt~:-;. 1 ,,·as at that ti1nt- intcre3tr-d in some 
shipment,. \Ye sold it at 14s. Later we were 

JI·r. Carter.] 
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compelled to sell it at 20s. because the 
timber combine in Brisbane-Campbcll and 
others-compelled us to put up the price. 
I am stating these as facts that I know. If 
timber could be brought in twenty years ago 
at 9s. per lOO superficial feet read v to be 
put on the bench and ripped up as 'desired, 
I am satisfied that it does not cost a great 
dPal to do It lo-day. I am quite satisfied 
thut agents who. are engaged in handling 
tunber put cxcc"Ivo charges on the users. I 
belieYe the statement made bv the hon. rnem­
bN for Eacharn that thoro a;e some immoral 
charges for the handling of limber, and 
that may apply to Oregon. I know tho 
timber rin!S in Queensland puts on whatever 
pncc It hkes. I mention that mcrelv to 
show that timber should be cheap in 
Qu(;ensland. It seems an absurd 1•roposition 
that Queensland dressed pine, which twentY 
years ago. c_ould b< purchased for. 18s. pc~· 
100 superficial feet, IS to-day costmg from 
60s. ·to 65s. per 100 superficial feet. 

Mr. H. M. RussELL: That is due to the 
stun1pagc. 

:\Ir. UAR'l'ER: Some of these charges 
anse from that fact. Of course we know 
t~e costs of selling, hauling, and cutting 
timber ar_e Yery much greater than they were 
at that time: I am referring to a pre-war 
perwd; but 1y app("ars to me that price''" are 
<'xce,sive. "\\hen we know that timber can 
h~_~ got fl·om overseas at such a low ra tc 
the price of our timber is made too dea; 
to ihe mer. Out of thr' revenues derived 
from timber somct"hing should be done to 
a;~i:3t in 1~c rrw.king of roa~ls in to the tin1ber. 
l erhaps It would bc unwise to take any of 
the reYCHUP from the sale of timber ancr put 
I.t llltO con~ohdatcd rcvcr1uc; but any cxpensps 
mcurred m the handling of timber should 
come ont of those funds. 

\Yith regard to some of the areas that arc 
rcserYcd for timber purposes, I am satisfied 
from obst'n-ation that we have many timber 
reserves that are not worth keeping as such. 
On<; has only to travel up the North Coast 
Railway past Eu_mundi and those places to 
see that pme still grows, despite the fact 
that the scrub has been felled and the 
country put under paspalum and other 
iirasscs. You s:e fil!e timber springing up 
m thos;, plac:s m_ spite of whatever may be 
done. I hat _Is evidence that_where pine has 
once grown 1t Will g~:ow agam. If one goes 
tlnongh th,~ Good ::\ 1ght Scrub he will see 
a ma~nil1C'C'nt pine area. Although it is 
<·xc~edmgly dry , ~nd poor land, yet pine 
rhnvcs on It. I hat area would be well 
worth reserving for tin1bcr purposes. On 
tlw other hand, if you go int-o the :'\fount 
Larcom scrub. you will not find a pine-tree 
in it. \Yhat: folly to rescrYc an area of scrub 
land :vhere pine limber ,,-ill not grow! Yet 
that IS done. I know timber reserves in mv 
f'lcct-oratc where not a useful stick of timbe'r 
is growing. If pine is growing, by all mean'> 
rescn-e t.he area and cultivate the timber; 
Lut the-n• are scrub areas reserved where 
not one etick of pine is growing and where 
It. would not be po<sihle to grow' pine. I do 
not know wh,-. becanse I am not an expert 
in silviculture. 

:\Ir. :\lORGA;;: That land is used for breed­
ing- pests. 

::\lr. C.-"RTEH: :\'at in all cases, but there 
:<re places where pests do grow. Careful 
mqmnes should be made into these matters 

. .and, if no pine or useful timber is growing 

[Mr. Carter. 

on an area, it should not be reserved, unlessr 
of course, the Forestry Hoard can prove that 
some timber can be grown there successfully. 
If useful timber cannot be grown on those· 
area", then the land should be made avail­
nble for settlement purpoees. 

With regard to the handling of the forests. 
of Queensland, I do think that a business 
man is n•ry badly needed on the Forestry 
Board. I have no fault to find with the 
members of the' board, as they are faithfully 
"arrying out their work. They may know 
all about silviculture and forestry engineer­
mg; but from my knowledge of the work of 
the .Forcstrv Department I am satisfied that 
a bminess man is very badly needed on that 
hoard. A ma.n n1ay be an expert in some· 
things, but he may be a very bad business 
man. That is not his fault. He fulfils his 
duties in regard to which he is an expert; 
but, when it comes down to the hard facts 
of busixwss. the expert cannot be expected to 
lw dlicicnt. Sornebodv is n~eded on that 
board who knows business more intimately 
than any prcc.cnt member of the board. I 
;~m speaking candidly, because I know that 
these things arc necessary. 

Mme consideration should be given to the 
;mall miller. He sells his product in the 
dish·ict around the mill, and the local people 
;hould be considered. On account of the 
incrcaFcd building operations in Gladstone, 
1 here has been a greater demand for timber 
from the small mills in mv district i.han in 
most other districts, and some of these mills. 
haYe had some difficulty in getting timber. 

L12.30 p.m.] 
:\Ir. BDWARDS: They arc starved out in 

place''· 
:\Ir. CART EH: I think something ought 

to be done. Of course, we cannot do eyery­
thing to please the teamsters, but in many 
places they do IJOt gc·t as good a deal as they 
should. I shall be pleased if the department 
will favourabl:v- consider the matter, and try 
lo do something both for the small miller, 
and the teamsters hauling to these mills, 
despite the fact that it may interfere with· 
the practice the department has established. 

Mr. MOORE pubiyny): The main feature 
of the debate has been with reference to the 
raising of the Fe·deral tariff and this Govern­
ment taking advantag-e of it to increase the 
price of timber here. I have three letters on 
the subject from timber people. all saving 
that the effect of the duty has .been nullified 
b-.- the action of the Forestry Department of 
Queensland in raising the price of timber_ 
It is all yerv fine for the hon. member for 
Eacham to t~lk a lot of nonsense like he did 
this morning, saying that maple was sold at 
£12 per 100 superficial feet in Sydney. '\Yhat 
l'appcned is that the Sydney millers or 
Rvdncv timber merchants buy direct from the 
"2\orth~ Green 1naph• is only ,,-orth about 
70s. per 100 supe, ficial feet in Sydney. It 
bas to bo kept aud seasoned for two years 
hefore it is any good for furniture purposes. 
There is no truth in the statement of the 
hon. member for Eacharn that· logs arc sent 
·down from Atherton and sold at £12 per 
lOO superficiai feet. 

I was interested this morning to hear the 
:Minister crow about what the Government 
were doing with regard to forestry in Queens­
land. l will show what is actually happen­
ing and how money is being spent. I have 
not got this year's figures-thec,e arc last 
year's figures. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PunLrr LANDS : Y on 
ought to take a year before this Government 
..c.anw . intc pc'"' er, too. 

Mr. MOORE: I am taking the position 
to-day. I do not want to go back to the 
time when the royalty on timber was 1s. 6d. 
and 3s. 6d. per 100 superficial feet. I am 
taking the amount the Government get 
to-·d3.,;·, and not comparing it with what 
obtained fift'cen or twenty years ago. The 
figures arc-

£ 
Revenue 233.540 
Expenditure from revenue 30.230 
Expenditure from loan 42,006 

Of cver.v £1 received in re.-onue by the 
Forestry Department in Queensland. 2s. 7d. 
is spent in paying salaries and office 
expenses. and not ono penny on reafforesta­
tion. That is where that £30.230 goes to. 
The sum of £42,006 was spent out of loan 
money for reafforestation, while no other 
State in the Commonv.·calth spends loan 
rnoucy for that purpose; it comes out of 
Tevenue. which is obtained from the timber 
that is sold. 

have taken out the follo\\·ing figures to 
the expenditure from revenue for even· 

received:- ~ 
£ s. d. 

New Somh Wales 0 .14 8 
Victoria . 1 4 8 
South Australia 1 18 0 
We,tern Australia 0 9 0 
Ta ma:nia 0 11 0 

Victoria and South Australia actually spent 
more than the revenue received. Qneenslan.d 
is the cnly State which spends nothing out 
of the revenue received, but pnts it all into 
the consolidated revenue, and uses it to assist 
in tiding over its financial difliculties, and 
then it spends loan money for reafforestation 
purpO~I)S. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It is a perfectly sound poliey, 
bccan'c the people who use the forests we are 
planting will have to pay for them. 

Mr. MOORE: But are we not using the 
forests to-day which have been prpsented to 
us? Later on the people who want the 
ti~ber will not o~ly have to. pay a higher 
pnce for It, but will also have to pay interest 
on the loan money which is being expended. 
Those figures show that £203,310 was grabber! 
from the State's capital and spent as revenue. 
Nobody can justify that. Even the Premier, 
when he was Secretary for Public Lands, said 
he could not attempt to justify it. 'The onlv 
justification the Government had for taking 
the money was because they wanted it. The 
hon. member for Fitzroy cannot justify it. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am not justifying that, 
but we won't use that timber that the money 
is being spent on. 'The people who use it 
should pay for it. 

Mr. MOO RE: I would like the hon. mem­
ber for Fitzroy to look at the diagram in 
ihe report of the Provisional Forcstn· Board 
for the year "nded 30th June, 192.7, from 
which he will see that, of every 20s. expended 
on foresky under the loan vote of 1926-27. 
only 7s. 9~d. wae spent in reafforestation and 
the rest was spent in forest nurseries, forest 
surveys, capital in1provements, maintenance, 
land purchases, forest protection, and forest 
research. 

Mr. HARTLEY: What that diagram does not 
show is how many of the trees withered. 

1928-5B 

Mr. ::\IOORE: I have seen a lot of them 
withered. The whole position is unsatis­
factory, and it is idle for the Minister to 
attempt to show that we have .done well in 
reafforestution. \Ve hav" not. We have got 
the last peHny we could out of the people 
who wanted to use timber. 'When anybody 
wants timber at a reasonable price there is 
an outcry from the Forestr,j! Department to 
the effect that it wants a higher Customs 
cluty to enable it to counteract the importa­
tion of cheaper timbers. 

The SECilETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: No such 
c.rv has eycr been raised bv the Forestry 
Department. · 

::VIr. l\fOORE: Only two years ago Mr. 
Sv aln went to the Federal Governrnent and 
a•,ked for an increased dut} on timber. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: You are 
trying to ml~lcad the Cotumitteo. 

:\I,·. MOORE: I am not. He and others 
went South to press for an increased duty 
on timber becansc they •aid too much foreign 
timber '" ~ts con1ing in. 'I,hcrc has been an 
outcry all OYer Australia at different times 
from interested people for the purpose of 
keeping prices up. The Forestry Department. 
being a big seller and having its own 
rcwurces, did the same thing. and Jl,1r. Swain 
~<as one of the chief advocates in that 
respect, and they got an increased tariff on 
timber. 

The hon. member for Eacham spoke about 
the high prices of maple at Sydney. 'There 
is nothing in that at alL Everybody knows 
that the cause on that occasion was the 
strike. with the result that logs were left 
lying on the ramps arl'd either split or got 
borers in them, or were left in the v,ater or 
on the whan-e< and deteriorated, with the 
result that Pacific maple came in. It was 
not then a question of price, but a question 
of the cutting off of supplies and the fact 
tJm t good timber was rendered inferior from 
the causes I have mentioned. Then the same 
people went and asked for a further increase 
in th<c duty. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: We were 
asked not to increase our royalty on maple 
still further. 

At 12.42 p.m., 
The CHAIR>IAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. MOORE: They say, "We are not 
going to reduce our royalty any further" : 
and people who think that that price will 
stand make contracts and buy the timber. 
thinking they know whore they are; but at 
once there is an agitation for an inerease in 
the tariff because people ,say Pacific maple is 
under-selling Queensland maple. The Minis­
ter himself admits-he read the letter himself 
this morning-that he wrote down to the 
Federal Gm;ernment to the effect that the 
Queensland Government did not intend to 
raise prices unless-practically this is the 
effect of it-the law of supply and demand 
required it. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 'The big 
bnyers offered 2s. more per 100 superficial 
feet. 

Mr. ::VIOORE: There is nothing in that. 
There was a sort of understanding. The 
Federal Government said, " Will you take 
ad vantage of the increased tariff to increase 
your price?" and the Minister practically 
said "No," although he put in a sort of 
addendum that left him a way out if he 

Mr. Moore.] ' 
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thought he could get more money. Con­
.-c·onentlv the de·1artnwnt put up the upset 
price a.gain, and' we fmd exact!:: the same 
thinrr happenino· now. There 1s a cry frorn 
Al h;rton for ..c e further increase because the 
mills arc at a standstill, owing to the fact 
that the action of the Federal Goyornment 
has been nullifwd by the State Goycrnment 
asking for a higher price. You c:tnnot. expect 
an'i· Federal Govcrnn1ent to keep on rncreas­
inrr the t:u·iff if the increase is to bo nullified 
b ... ~- another Government. It is exactly what 
has happened in other itldustries. The 'I'ar:iff 
Board has pointed it out time and agam. 
EYery increase grantc~l has been nulhfied by 
the action of the Arbrtrahon Court or some 
othl'r body. 

~Mr. HARTLEY: .By the greediness of the 
rroducer or the manufacturer. 

:\Ir. :YIOORE: I do not know that the pro­
ducer is a particularly greedy person. He 
has to sell his products in the markets of the 
world at the best pnce he G;rn get m com­
petition with other producers. He ende~vours 
to gPt over the difficulty by atterr;ptmg to 
sccurn a higher price on the basrs of co­
operative marketing in order to recoup any 
loss that may be incurred on .the product 
cxporrcd ovNsPas. I do not thmk anybc;.c\y 
can say that he is greedy for endeaYourmg 
to live. 

i.\Ir. GRIMSTONE (Stanlcy): We ue 
approaching the time .when the Forcstr·~~ 
Board will bo consrdcnng the qucshon of 
contracts for the ensuing hvelve 1nonths; 
and I .3trong-ly urge upon the board to lay 
do\Yil prices having rogon:U to~ tl~e d~?t~nce 
the tin1bcr n1u~t be hau!cd, and t.nat It aoes 
not ,tick rigidly to the present unfair method 
of the tender s3 stem. I further mggest 
that, instu~d of allocating two, three. or four 
blocks of timber to ono individual, the area 
be shared c\·enl·u, or as evenly as po~sib1e, 
bch\'CC'n the various teamsters operating in 
lhn localitv. I have in mind four blocks 
aggregating 1,700,000 feet of timber which 
\\ere allocated to one man when he could 
not possibly shift that quantity: and at 
1 he ::;a me tin1e then \VPre five or SIX 
teamster~ willing «nd anxious t.o secure that 
work. J ask the board to give careful con­
,,ideration to that mattl'r, and apportion the 
area :1,n1ongst the teamsters available for 
the work. and that it be apportioned at a 
reasonable rate. The present system 
undoubtedly means a reduction in income to 
those rmgaged in thP industry. The return 
to the teamster on the present hfwlage rates 
is not equal to the income obtained f1ve or six 
years ago. 

I ask the board also to give considera­
tion to the throwing open for settlement 
of the Yarraman-Blackbutt reserve, an area 
of 80,000 acr0s, a large portion of which is 
absolutely unsuited for reafforestation pur­
posh. That has been proved by results. 
One has merely to go into that forest and 
obsPrv<e what seed has germinated from the 
seed that has fallen during past :vears. The 
evidence is vcr:v disheartening, and, if nature 
herself cannot regenerate the e forests, 
then it _,-ill be impo,sible for man to 
do so. There may be some areas suitable 
for rcaffore·--tation that could be retained; 
but it would certainly be of greater benefit 
to the State if the unsuitable arc>as were 
thrown open for agricultural settlement 
rather than be retained in a futile effort to 
reafforest the country. I b0Jieve in 
roafforestation, but a successful policy 

[M1·. Moore. 

depends upon securing suitable areas for 
that purpose. I hold that the Yarraman­
Blackbutt area is not a suitable area. Some­
thing like £170,000 was paid into the con­
'olidated revenue last year by the Forestry 
Boarcl, secured by its operations in timber. 
I cnt• r a Ycrv strong ph: a for the board 
taking a greater responsibility in the i11atter 
of l he npkerep of roads in the localities where 
i~ j~ opr'rating. 

.:\fr. H~IRTLEi : Hear, hear ! 

:\h. GRIMSTO~\fE, The board has an 
areA. of 80.000 acres in the Yarraman­
Blackbutt district, and is opcratin" on the 
roacls leading to that a1·u. The local 
aut-horities secur0 no rates -whatever from the 
lJOard. and I strongly urge it to accept a. 
greater share of the responsibility of main­
taining these roads. which are considerabl~· 
damaged as a result of it• operations. I 
quite realise that gnwts are made to certain 
locditics. but, considering the amount of 
damag·e suffered by the roads as the result 
of these team, passing over them, particu­
larly roads in their natural state, the grant 
of from £50 to £100 does not go very far. 

One section of the road between the 
Burnctt and Brisbane passes through a 
forestry reserve. \Ve have repeatedly a•.ked 
for a grant to put. this road into a trafficable 
condition. Teamsters operating on the road 
lm ve made it practically impassable. I urge 
that the department should g-iyo this matter 
its Yery serious consideration. 

I now >Yish to deal with t.he Taungya. 
system. It certain!:: does seem that very 
n1•<::>nf-~~'"" 1 ,1•<H::n lt<:l "lPC>. rrn{Tlrr tn ~('1'1"110 fpnm 

rt-;-,b~t- {'~~i,',' ~'-iho 0 is ___ go(~g -t~-~g-et--th~ 
greater benefit-the banana settler or t·he 
Forc"try Department? The Forestry 
Department calls tc ndcrs for those particular 
pieeu of iancl, and g-ets up to as high as­
£10 per acre for them. The man taking it 
up has to get. rid of the sc·rub by felling and 
clParing it, and is thus adding pounds tu 
the "alue of the land. He gels his crop for 
fiYt~ or six years, but incidentally he is COlll~ 
polled to "ork for the Forestry DPpartment, 
as when he hands the area over to the 
department he has provided it wit.h a 
valuable asset. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS : He is a 
willing tenderer. 

Mr. GRH1S'l'OJ\'E: That is not the point. 
Ile is anxious to get on the land; but by 
getting- on these areas he is developing ou·r 
State, and he should be assisted to t.he 
extent of giving him the land at a nominal 
rate. If he does not look after the area his 
lease is liable to forfeiture. The Forestrc­
Department has adoptc'd a wrong policy in 
letting t.his land out at such high rentals. 
It is true that there is competition for the 
land, and when there is e rush of applicants 
one man mav bP willing to give £3 per acre, 
per annnm and another man, who is equally 
as anxious to obtain it, gives a little more· 
in ordt'l' to obt.ain it. The department should 
offer the ]and at an upset price, and if more 
than one application is received then it should 
be balloted for. The :Minister said he had 
sneral of these areas not applied for. That 
might be because they arc not suitable. 
The: may be on the wrong side of a. moun~ 
tain, m, perhaps, t.he price is too hrgh. I 
hope that the depa-rtment will discontinuL 
the svstem of inYiting tenders for this land. 
anrl that it will offer it at an upset price­
and, if necessary, ballot for it. 



Supply. t:2± OCTOBER.] Supply. 1539 

:\h. II. M. RUSSELL (Toombul): I desire 
i-o reply to the statement made by the hon. 
rn('Inbcr for Ea-cham, that rcccntl,y he ascer­
tainNl that maple \Yas being- sold in Sydney 
at £12 per 100 superficial fc,,t. 

:VIr. C. J. RYAX: I Jid not say anything 
of the kind. 

:VIr. IJ. ThL RUSSELL: He further ,tated 
that t.hat is the reason -win~ trade has fallen 
off in that timber. I sav" that you eau g-0t 
all the g-reen maple you like f.o.b. Cairns on 
the basis of 12 inches bv 1 inch at £3 18s. 
per 100 superficial feet. :'l.s a matter of fact. 
. ou can purchase scasotH"d ruapl0 in Bris­
lmnc at £6 per lOO superficial feet. Tho 
former n1aplt~ has to bP k0pt in stock at 
lc'a:-:t hvo ,"Car': before it Can be used for 
fnrlliflll'C r)nrposc:-. 

:\Ir. C. J. RYAX: You were not in the 
Charnbc·r \Yhcn I 111ade the statc1nent. 

:\lr. II. :\1. RUSSELL: That statement 
should be contradicted. Our friends opposite 
arc comtant!y saying- that the Iln1ce-Page 
Governrnent are ruini11g the t.in1ber industry. 
J.fter· the Commonwealth Government have 
placeJ a higher tariff on imported t.imbers. 
the Queensland Government ha Ye exploited 
that. higher tariff by inrTcasing the stump age 
dues. That has been preYed. The fact 
remains that. the Queensland GoYernment 
are not' sympathetic enough towards the 
industry. The more imported timber that is 
brought lH,re thP less work for saiVTilillcrs 
and tcanBtcr::; in Queensland. It i:-:; our dnty 
t,J ntllise our own r '·1ur-ces. I ; n1 not con­
cerned so rnnch ahont the soft \Yoo.ds. which 
arc a disuppca,ring fa<"tor; hut the 1nore 
OrPg-on timbPr broug-ht in ihc less thP 
d0rnand for our hardwood. \Ye c·lwnld 
encourage the greater u~e of hctrchYood. \Y c 
find the same tl1ing occurring all oyer Aus­
tralia. and. a'' a Tosnlt of the introduction 
of Oregon timber, onr hnrd\Yood industr: is 
in a Ycry pnrlouq (·ondition. EYrrv 
Pnronrflgcmcnt should be giYcn to this 
industry. 

When the rlcb;;tc opened I said that the 
iinporta1 ion into tlw Southern St-ates of 
Pacifio maple and Siberian oak was due to 
the fact that the Southern suppliers >YerP not 
able to get supplies from the North. owing, 
iu the first place. to the foolish strike that 
occurred a7n011g,!t ihe waterside workers. 
The industrv had hardlv recovered from that 
stag-gering .blow when" the Queensland Goc 
vernm,mt increased the upset price. There 
is c,oLsirlcro.ble agitation in the North against­
th0 action of the Government. in imposing 
this extra stumpage, which means another 
4s. per JOO superficial feet on sawn maple. 

:\fr. C. J. RnN: You arc one of the indivi­
dual< responsible for that. 

?I,Ir. H. M. RT'SSELL: I am not; I am 
merely one of the agents for the sawmillers. 
Our business has dec,·eased owing- to the fact 
that the imported article has come into the 
Southern mark0t and is beating the local 
article. The Government should hesitate 
before taking an} action that will increase 
the importation of timber to the detriment 
of the producers in this country. 

:Ylr. C. J. RYA~ (Eacham): As usual, the 
hon. member for ToombuL being very much 
intcrcst8d in the timber industry, is trying 
to make out a case on his own behalf. The 
hon. member was not in the Chamber when 
I made a certain statement, but relics upon 
information gi,-cu him by some of his 

colleagues. I did not make the statement 
that 111aple at the present tirno was being 
'old in Sydney at £10 or £12 per 100 super­
ftcial f< ~:.>t, or that a price aHy\vhere near 
that vYa' being obtained. :\ly statement was 
to the effect that, whc'l! maple vas bcmg sold 
on the Athcrton Tablclaml at 54s. per lOO 
~upcrfieial feet on the ramp, the price in 
Svdnev and elsm,·hcn·. where the timber was 
b;,ino: ·w~ccl. was anything from £10 to £12 
per 100 superficial feet; and I wanted to 
knoiY from the hou. nlclnbcr, who is intcresteJ 
in the tiinbcr industry, \Yhy thoro \YaS such a 
disparity . 

).Ir. IL :\1. RrssELL: I deny that. That is 
net corrcrt. 

:\Ir. C. J. RYAN: It is as(ouishing that 
the hon. rnen1bcr for Toombul, vvho is a 
broker and an ageut, should got up in this 
Cham lv,. and pretend to plead the case for 
the producer. 

:\lr. H. M. RnSSELL: It is more than you 
do. 

J\Ir. C. J. RY A~': Is lho hon. member not 
<:nYare th~a there are quite a nurr1ber of 
wivate people selling maple off their selec­
tions? 

Mr. EDWARDS: Of course he is. Don't ge~ 
L'xcitcd about it! 

:VIr. C. J. RYAX: Or is he concerned 
b0cansc it n1ay cut down his 10 per nmt. or 
12~ per c~nt ., or ,yJ1ate,-er n1ay be thc­
brok<)rnge thu,t he is gf'tting? 

:VIr. H, }I. HusSELL: Don't make the matter 
personaL 

::Hr. C. J. RY.\N: I think he is getting'" 
•' rake off" further than that, otherwise he 
\Yotdd not be so energetic. 

J.Ir. n:. =.\I. RT~~SSELL: That is typical of 
your dirty mind. 

Tlw CH "\IR''dAX: Oruct! I hope thG 
l".n ltH mbc•r fur Tomnbul will withdraw that 
n'::n.:trk. 

:\Ir. li. :11. Rrssu,r.: I withdraw, but I 
objPct to the iminuation of the Iron. member 
for EaC'harn. and ask that he also be made 
tu withdraw. 

Tlw CIL\.IRMAK: I was not aware that 
the hon. member for En.cham had made any 
tUlj)'lrlizuncntary rcrnark. 

:\Ir. C. J. RY \;'\;: The Leader of the 
Opposition endeavoured to make political 
capital out of the remarks he made the other 
(•ycning. Tho hon. gcntle1nan did not even 
Jw '-. tht• courtesy to gi ,.c the names of hi& 
i11fonnanis. 

::\lr. ;>.loonE: I will give you the names. 

Mr. C. J. RYAC\: I understand Senator 
Foll was the hon. gentleman's informant. 
Reverting to the statements made by 
the hon. member for Toombul, it would 
be as well for thL hon. me m her to make 
nre of his remarks before replying. 
1 did not make anv mistake on the matter. 
I repeat that the st;tterncnt I made was that, 
"hen maple was F4s. pc,, 100 superficial feet 
on the ramp at A therton. the price the con­
onmer in the South was paying was £10 to 
£12 per 100 superficial feet. and, in my 
opinion. the ag-cnL and the middlemen, whom 
hon. members opposite represent. were 
responsible for that position. and that the 
producers of the artir-lc were not getting the, 
share' that they should get. 

Itr·lll !Forestry Office) agreed to. 

JJir. C. J. Ryan.] 
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LAND COURT. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAl\DS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan. Gympic): I beg to move­

" That £5,671 be granted for 'Land 
'Court.'" 

The increase of £840 in the vote is duo 
principally to the appointment of a deputy 
member owing to the formation of the Land 
Administration Boar·d. 

Item agreed to. 

SURVEY OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympi~o): I beg to move­

" That £78,154 be granted for ' Survey 
Office.''' 

The decrease of £2,142 is due principally to 
the fact that £1,925 lc·s is being asked for in 
connection \Yith "Contingencies." There is 
also a small decrease on account of then• 
being one ofliccr less. 

J\Ir. l\fORGAN (Jiuril/ri): I wish to enter 
a protest against the policy of the department 
in charging in some ca.sC's t'vo or three survey 
fees for the ono block of land. I know of 
instances where the survey fee had been paid 
when the land was originally selected. Subse­
quently that land has been surrendered or 
forfeited, and the full amount of the survev 
fee has been again charged to the new selec­
tor. The Government in those cases receive-d 
two sun-ey fees for the one block, and perhapo 
1 he sam<c thing has been repeated on three 
or four different occasions. That is not right. 
If a foe is necessary on the second occasion, 
it certainly should not be on the same scale 
as when the land was first thrown open to 
selection. The Government are only sup­
posed to get the actual cost of survey from 
the selector, and, when the survey fee has 
been paid in full by the original selector, the 
Government have no right to claim a second 
survey fee when the land is again thrown 
open to selection. I do not think it is an 
homst principle. It may be a good thing 
h·orn a revenue-producing point' of view to 
get extra fees from the people who go upon 
the land. but l enter my emphatic protest 
against this dishone-.;t practice. 

l\1r. COLLINS (Bon·en): There is a belt 
of land at the Proserpine end of my elec­
torate known as Repulse Bay. Three days 
ago I 'vas talking to a resi·dent of Proserpine, 
who informed me that he questioned very 
much whether there were two men in the 

whole of the Proserpine district 
[2 p.m.] who had made a thorough 

examination of the Repulse 
Bay lands. Various estimates have been 
made of the quantity of land there­
one authority says there are 10,000 acres, 
and another that there are 20,000 acres. 
vVe should have a proper survey made 
of those lands with a vie" to opening 
them up for closer settlement, I have been 
told by one man who has carried his swag 
throuah the area that it contains some of the 
richest land he has seen in any part of 
Queensland. I would request the Minister to 
give some attention to this matter, and trust 
that before we meet again next year he will 
have a survey made of that country. 

Item (Survey Office) agreed to. 

IRRIGATION AND WATER SUPPLY COMMISSION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie) : I beg to move­

" That £35,602 be granted for 'Irriga­
tion and \Vater Supply Commission.' ' 

[Hon. T. Dunstan. 

Supply. 

There i~ an increase of £510 in the vote, 
which is duo to an increase of £2,070 in staff 
salarie' and a reduction in the item for 
" Contingencies " of £1)560. 

Item '•greed to. 

'IIJSCELLAXEOcS. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::'iDS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie) : I beg to move-

,, That £2.200 be granted for '1Iiscel­
laneous.' " 

Thi~ yotc remains the same as it was last 
year. 

Mr. :1IORGAN pturilla): I wioh to rMtr 
k the question of rabbit netting. The people 
\Yho :H't' converting their lands frorn what is 
known as cattle country to sheep country 
muke application to the department with a 
yiew to getting assistance in the ·way of net­
l'l!Jg in order to protect the land from rabbits 
as \YL·ll a~ fron1 dingoes. In n1y electorate 
quite u nun:bcr of applications have been 
l!Jade ·during the past t\YO or three years, and 
it has taken months before the applicants 
knP\\' whether they were going to get rabbit 
1wtring Di' not. I v.rote to the Department 
of Public Lands in regard to one complaint, 
ttltd l'L'CL'i yed the followiug reply :-

'" IY ith reference to your letter of the 
2nd instant, relative to the applications 
for \\·ire netting by Jl.1essrs. A. S., D. H .. 
and H. J. Rayne,r, I beg to inform you 
that tlw particular,, are as follows:-

On 7/10/27 the applicat-ions were 
rcceivPd by the Land Commissioner. 

On 22/12/27 the Land Commissioner's 
reports were received at this office." 

At the conclusion of the letter, Mr. Holland, 
the secretary to the Land Administration 
Board. writes:-

,. The department does not- admit any 
resp<msibility for any delay; in fact, it 
has ·departed from its proper and usual 
custom. in as much as the material has 
been ordered before the whole of the 
documents required for registration of 
the necessary security have been lodged." 

On 17tli October, 1927, the applicat.ion was 
receiHd by the Land Commissioner; on 22nd 
Deccmucr, 1927, just two and a-half months 
afterwards, his report was received. The 
Cro\\·n lands ranger who had to report on 
the application did not reside more than 8 
or 10 miles from the selection, which is 
\l·ithin 4 or 5 miles of a railway. There is 
no great distance t-o travel, and the road is 
a good one. Yet it took two and a-half 
months to get the report. I know exactly 
\Ylmt happens. The application is refer·red 
to the Commissioner, who instructs the 
ranger to make a report-, and under our 
system, with land rangers spread throughout 
the length and breadth of the State, with not 
YC'ry large areas to 'vork, and in many cases 
with motor cars supplied by the department 
or by themselves, it- should not take two 
and a-half months to get a report as to 
whether an individual is entitled to netting 
or not. During that time the dingoes were 
getting in and destroying t-he sheep. I claim 
that one month would have been a fair thing. 
If you made application to any up-to-date 
f1rm on a similar matter, I guarantee that 
you would have the report in a week or ten 
days. This sort of t-hmg does not help the 
settler in the extermination of pests or the 
conversion of country from cattle-which do 
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not pay-to sheep, which enable the owners 
to produce a valuable commodity in the 
form of wool and enable them to become 
payers of income tax and ot-her taxes to the 
State. Here we have what ought to be an 
up-to-date Department of Public Lands with 
ali its officials at its disposal. with o'nly a 
few nules to travel ; yet the secrctarv t-o the 
Land Administration Board does no't admit 
that there was any undue dolav. I sav that 
it is shameful that such a long' period should 
elapse. I know the case from A to :6; I 
lmm•· the land and all about it: vet not­
withstanding the fact that the c-irCUl11Stances 
wPre cxceptiona!lv r-asv, a delav of two and 
a-half months occurs. - • 

A better system is certainly essential. If 
~he depart;:nent considers that it is doing well 
In these Circumstances, then it holds a con­
tr·wy viPw to my own. Settlers generallv do 
not consider that_ the departm~1_1t is carrying 
out thP work 1n an expeditious manner. 
There are complaints throughout the countr;· 
distncts. I could instance dozens of com­
plaints if nef'eRsary; but I consider tbi-; one 
sufficient. When I received this reply I was 
quite satisfied that the department was pre­
pared to continue its work in a lackadaisical 
manner. not caring a rap whether settlers 
recei.-ed fair treatment from the dcparimcnt 
Ol' no~. In t!1is case the delay in granting 
the 1vne netting rncant a los:::. cf h·orn fiftv' 
to sixty sheep to the unfortunate settlers. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS 
(:Hon. T. Dnnstan, Gympi<): I am not aware 
of the circumstances of the case mentioned 
by the hon. member for J\Iurilla. I know 
that it i.< habitual for him in this Chamber 
to raise his high voice to heaven in a tirade 
of abuse against this department on any 
particular case that lfe cares to bring foi:­
\Yard. I can assure the hon. rrentlcn1an 
emphatically t'hat it is the prac-ti~e of the 
ckpar!ment to deal ":ith these applications as 
expechtwusly as possible--

Mr. }lORGAX: .As possible! 

, The SECRE_TARY F9R PUB~IC LA='JDS: 
Cons1stent With due mqmry mto the con­
chtwns of thP application. There was some 
,delay. ir: rega~d to wire netting during the 
mgotllttwns with the Commonwealth Govern­
ment as to the terms on which the ,.-ire 
netting would be supplied; but the hon. 
rnc>mber for Murilla will find that of recent 
date there has been general satisfaction with 
the way in which the department has been 
d~aling with . applications for \\·ire 11ctting. 
\\ e have rcceiYod general commendation for 
our work in this respect. 

Mr. }loRGAN: You are wrong altogether 
about that. You should go out amongst the 
settlers. 

Item (Miscellaneous) agreed to. 

DEP.\RDIEXT OF LABOUR AKD INDUSTRY. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABODR A:'\JD 
Il"DFSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson Ipswich)· 
I beg to n10Ye- ' · 

"That £2,995 be granted for ' Chief 
Office.'" 

There is an increase of £100 in connection 
witl: sa:Iaries for classified positions and auto­
matic mCI·eases; and there is a reduction of 
£100 in _travelling expenses and railway fares 
~nd freights. I£ hon. members desire an:v 
mformation concerning the department 'r 
shall be pleased to give it to them. ' 

Item agreed to. 

APPRENTICESHIP COMMITTEES AKD ELECTRICAL 
WORKERS' BOARD. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich): 
I beg to move-

" 'I'hat £3,085 be granted for 'Appren-
ticeship Committees an-d Electrical 
·workers' Board.' " 

TherE' is a slight increase in the vote for 
autolnatjc increases. 

Mr. FARRELL (Rockhatnpton): I want 
to bring under the notice of the Minister a 
cusc that has occtll'red in Rockhampt-on, which 
shm.-s how tho work of the Apprenticeship 
Committee might be tightened up. Recently 
t'vo boys named Bailey and ltegan \YPre 

apprenticed to the C.C.1I. Compan:v. in Hock­
hampton, n_s :rnol-or rnechanics. The \Vork­
chop of the Rockhampton branch of the 
C.C.M. closed down on 14th August [a,!. 
Although one boy had only nine months to 
finish h1s indentures and the other boy had 
aLout a vear and three months to finish his 
time both were simply told that their services 
were conclucled, aud they were left, as it 
\Yt'rf'. ou the scrap-heap. In one ca~e t·he 
mother of the boy and in the other the uncle 
or the boy inter~·icwe-d the chairman of the 
Apprenticeship Committee in Rockhampton. 
,111<! instructions were given to those boys 
that the:· mmt report every morning for work 
a usnal at the olficc of the C.C.M., Rock­
hampton. They haYe been doing that since 
29th August last, and, when I left. Rock­
hampton on ::\Ionday morning, they had 
rcportPd again. During the whole of that 
tinlC' they ha\ e gone along to the office oE 
the C.C.:\I. prepared to accept work, and 
the mm,ager of the works has told them 
tbat nothing was doing. Tho whole of that 
i>Jtcnal has been wasted for those boys. The 
matter was brought under the notice of the 
chairman of the Apprenticeship Committeo 
in Brisbane. ~fr. Hall, something like four 
wcd<S ago, but nothing has been done since. 
It is one of thc;:c cases _,-here the :Minister 
might make inquiries and see that the fun('-
1 ions of the Apprenticeship Board are carried 
out. 

l\Ir. JvfAXWELL: Were those boys ind0n 
tnrPd? 

::\Tr. FARRF.LL: They were both properly 
indentured. They arc simply left to walk 
l'Otmd the town for the rest of the day. They 
have been reporting at 8.30 each morning, 
and have been informed bv the chairman of 
the Apprenticeship Committee in Rockham-e­
ton that the C.C.M. are liable for theu 
wages. The rnother*of one boy is a widow, 
and the few pounds that he was bringing 
in made a big difference to her. The all­
important point is that since 29th August 
last up to the present time these boys should 
have gone through a certain amount of 
training to fit them for i.he position of motor 
mechanics. I bring this before the Minister 
as a glaring case of how the Apprenticeship 
/\.et can be disregarded. J hope that, as a 
result. something definite will bo done to see 
that the boys are fixed up and that nothing. 
similar will be encouraged in the future. 

Mr. KERR (F:nopgcra) : Before saying ons 
or two word3 on the all-important question 
of npprenticeshi p. I would like to- pay a 
tribute to Mr. Hall, the chairman of the 
Apprenticeship Committee. He is indeed a 
very courteous officer. and naturally with so· 
many youth' to be placed it is the privilege 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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of a member of l'arliament to approach Mr. 
Hall on a number of occasions. I hav•J 
alway~; found him willing to do what is 
possible; but the unfortunate part seems to 
be that. while hf' is >villing very often an<l 
agrees that a certain procedure is t:·3scmtial, 
ho is overridden by the board that has been 
rppointcd. There is no nf't:d for 1ne to 
r.~c,;pitulate the pcrso1mcl of that board. \Ve 
;.~now that it is not a trulv rep re ,t "ltativo 

That is quite \Yrong, and we have to 
and bear the fact that thev are not 

ln-dn giviJ!g the satisfaction that is desir-
itblc 

Tile SEcnET.\:?.Y roB. L-\.norn .\::'~D Ixn1~STRY: 
c\rc :~ou talkiEg cf the \pprenticeship Corh. 
;nittce or tht~ Group Cotnmittco? 

J\Ir. KERR: am talking about the 
'!·cncml board >vhich has been appointed 
under the Aprrcnticeship Act which deals 
"·ith many of these applications. I am goin15 
to tell one or two things before I am 
finished. 

The SECRETARY FOH L\BOl.ill A;o;D IC\Dc.STlll: 
You aro rnixed up. 

i\h. KERR: I am not mixed up. On the 
boarcl appointed under the Act represon. 
tatives fmrn the Trades Hall predominate. 

Tile SECRETc\RY FOR L\BOUH A)[D l:XDUSTRY: 

You are totally wrong. 

J\ir. KERR: I am not wrong. In reg·ard 
to the avprenticeship scheme generally, no 
one can say that the youth of the country 
are having the opportunity of becoming 
apprenticed to some trade or calling. \Vhilst 
I am not asking the :\linister or the board 
to take the responsibility for that position. 
nevertheless it is dqJlorable that hundreds 
of young fello\VS arc unabh' to obtain \\·ork 
when 1 hey leave school. \V e ha V<' to ask 
ourselves whether the Apprenticeship Com­
,znit.tcc is doing everything in its power to 
place those boys in positions. Lot me 
<•mphasise the seriousJw;s of the position by 
11orctmg out that out of 1,300 boys who 
applied for registration last year only 526 
yere able to be apprenticed. \Vhen we 
realise that secondary industries must pro­
gress with an increased primary production. 
it is a sad commentary upon Quee1,sland 
that hundreds of our boys should be unablo 
to become apprenticed to essential trades. 
When the Act was passed we were told that 
many of the existing evils would be 
r-eme~lied; but, as a matter of fact, the posi. 
twn 1s gethng worse each year. The Opposi­
tion were responsible for two very important 
altcratwns to improve,, the position. We 
>'\ere responsible for the wiping-out of the 
uutwl examination for apprenticeship. At 
one t1n~e .tt was essential for a boy to pass 
tt qual!(~ Ing examination before he could 
become apprenticed. 

The SECRET.\llY FOB L~\BOl.ill AXD IKD"CSTllY : 
That is not so. 

:\Ir. KERR: The Minister knows that yeor 
after year qualifying· examinations >vere held. 

The SECRETAllY FOB LABOuR AND INDUSTllY: 
I don't know that. 

Mr KERR: Then the hon. gentleman 
"Ought to know it. 

The SECllETAllY FOB LABOUll AND IND"CSTllY : 
It is not so. 

Mr. KERR : It. was onlv the vear brfore 
lost that the Opposition, by continual appli-

l M"'· J( err. 

cat:on, were able to get the initial exantina· 
tion::: IYipPd out. 

The SECRETARY FOB LAnoun AXD b;DOSTRY: 
Tl:::t i:--. nb~olnte nonsens('·. 

:\lr. KERR: Another important alteration 
\Yilich was tnadc at the i_nstigation of the 
{ )] >po:"ition wa~ to pcrn11t a youth \vho 
obtai1wd a vo.~ition on his own init-iative to 
nccept i hat posii ion without bci11g contpelled 
to go to the Apprenticeship Committee and 
ht'corrlP whut \YC n1ight tcnn ·· thP next on 
thP 1\,t'' -

Tb· ;-;::c:RET~IRY FOR l'LBLIC IYORK.S: Yon 
art.' \\Tt)Yl~ again. 

).lr J(EHR: Sur~'h tho hon. t;::ntlernan 
kr::ow.--- that it i:-; o:;!-_,- of date that a 
!Joy ha~ LlcPll able tO go to a as:.;: for 
wo'rk. and b ke it? Hor Yt'aL'3 the (;oYern­
tilPJtt prr,·cuud tlJP youth5 of the country 
fro1n LTCptiug work that \\'~1_:':\ offering. 

The SECllET\RY FOR PrBL'C \YonKs: That 
i~ not trw:>. 

:\Ir. KERR: The hon. gentleman knows 
that it is pPrfcctly corrrct. 

Th<• SECRETAHY FOR PI;BLIC \\'ORKf': It is 
\\Ton:.:;·. \Yhy don't you prove it'? 

:\lr. KERR: I will pro,·e it >Yhen I have 
an Ollportunity of speaking again. Let n1e 
L p .et tlnt the Opposition were responsible 
for the wiping-out of the entrance -examina­
tion for apprentic:cs, and for permitting a 
bo,· \Yho wa, offered a job to take it. >vithout 
it,- haYirg to be offered to the next on the 
list. 

After tlw Opposition were able to get these 
\Yholl.v tunvi~e r)rovisions remoYod. tho 
Uo,·t·rnrncnt are again acting against the 
intcrr',ts of apprentices. A boy mav havo 
~crvf'd ihl'ce years, or he ma~· be ~in his 
fourth year, and may be a good apprentice 
at that. but what has been the result? I 
kno\v the GoYernmPnt hnse canct~l1cd the 
il~dl'T:turp.:.: of boy:; in their fourth year, 
irre,pcctin· of wheth<er they are good appren· 
bC"(~:-; o1· not. 

l\lr. H~;nTLEY: The Government could not 
ca!:.cel lndcntnres. 

:\lr·. KF;HR: The Government have done 
so. or the board has done so. 'What I say 
i' right. and the chairman of the board will 
bear me out. I have been to him on these 
matten·. I believe that in one case the 
l'estric1 ions ha\·e bePn ren1oved. A bov in 
bi, fourth Y83r hac] his indentures cancelled 
be m ns0 h0 did not attend the technical 
collc<:e for the time laid down by the 
board. 

!'lfr. lltLCOCK: Is that not one of the 
conditions? 

:Vh KEHH: Xo: it is purely a re<rula­
tion. Before thev took such action as ·-that 
they should ha n• ·gone int0 the question of 
whethc1· the boy had gained a practical 
kno\Y]edgc in busines:'3 and other facts ~ur­
rouncling hi, employment. The:.- have not 
don0 that. and, mcrclv because the boy 
did not attend the technical college, they 
cancelled his indentures. I admit that they 
g'ave hin1 notice. 

Mr. BcLCOCK: Are :von defending h's 
action in not going to college? 

'\h. KEHR: From time to time I have 
heard from boys themsc]yes and from parents 
that it is useless attending the college. It 
has !Jcu1 stated to me time and again by 
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bovs that thcv arc attending the collegrl 
but are lcarni;lf; nothing further than they 
c&-n karn in tlle work hops. After all i~ 
-saiJ and dont\ \Yhcrt~ is the proper 11lace 
for an <-1Pl1rPnticc to learn his trade'? Is it 
not in the workshop itself? Of course it is. 

::VIr. H.\UTLEY: You want them to tnrn out 
-botchl':3, not trncksmcn. 

l\Ir. KERH: I am not talking about the 
hon. member's lll'lirlUS stove. 

J\lr. I-lARTLJ:> That is the trend of yom 
arguuH~l!t. 

:\lr. KEHR: The hon. member will agree 
that "'JillC of the )Jest tradesmen in the old 
.country, and iu Scotland in particular~ I 
haYe been through sorrw of the ·workshop . ., 
ther-'-alld .-.;ome of the best t1·ade~n1en in 
the \Ymlrl haJ·e not been inside a technical 
-i·o!lcge. 

To-da v there is a goocl clcal of trimming 
about this <1uestion of H]ll1rcnticr~hip. \YltcJI 
a bo'c is apprenticed I want him to get hi' 
practice! experience in tlw \\'orkshop; and 
the Lest man to see to that is the employer. 

In regard to the case \Yhere the indenture 
was cancelled in the third or fourth year, 
I ascertained that the boy was an excellent 
appr0ntice. He knew his businc'·S; yet that 
boy WcL:5 f'Oinpe1l(~c1 to ceaf;c work bee a u~o 
of the action of the Uovcrnment. 'l'he 
GoYerntnent have to answt~r for the acbons 
of any board created by them, and which is 
in close relationship with them. The appren­
ticeship question is a very vital one, and 
the collection of regulations in existence is 
not helping to any groat extent. At the 
same time I will admit that. if all bovs 
could find jobs, the apprenticeship question 
would solve itself. \Vhat makes it more 
-difficult for the board is that there is an 
insuflic;ent number of jobs to go round. In 
the paper last night or the night before I 
!'R\V a lett0r fron1 a "Ubscribcr \Vhirh stated 
that tlw Apprenticeship Committee definitelY 
pointed out that it was not its function t'a 
find an approntic_eship for any boy. In the 
first place I believe that. 1£ anv bov can 
get a job as an apprentice, he" shmild be 
ablP to take that job ~nd subsequentlv 
reg-ister with t.hat pnson. In the next place 
I believe that the Apprenticeship Committoe 
should carry investigations a good deal 
further in order to help to place some of 
those bo:vs \vho have not other people to 
help them to got a job. 

[2.30 p.m.] 

I beli<'vc that. if the Apnrenticc•hip Com­
mittee laid itself out to help hovs to g-et 
jobs. a lot of bm·s would l>e hc.lped that 
way. ·without a hard-and-fast rule being 
adopted thf' Apprenticeship Committe" mig-ht 
ascerta1t1 what jobs ace ayailab!t' and give 
them to :::o1ne of th0 boys. 

Mr. G. J. RYAN: Yo•> belie1·c m the rotary 
systmn. 

Mr. KRRR: I do not h0lieye in thl' notarY 
systen1, but in {'onnt?ction with bcys '\vho ar·c 
unable to f'Pt jobs for themseh-es the rotar-, 
syBtcn1 rniiht como into operation. ' 

For a number of y0ars bovs ,y}w could 
hayc obtained apprenticeship~• in certain 
trades were not permitted to take them un, 
but that condition of thine·s has since bePn 
abolished, and rightly so. 1t was 0'1 the defi­
nite rocommcndntion of the Opposition vear 
after year that that imrroYPmont was brought 
about. The Apprenticeship Committee is 

displaying rnasrer]y iDactiYity to a gn'lt 
('X1 Pllt on 1 h1" qul''"tron, and ~O•l cth1ng In ore 
l'P tuire:-> to he dont~. Thcrf' are nLtny lJ~n·s 
)' ho mF]!l<'~iionflbl:v look to the ,~ pprcnuce­
'hip Conmuttc·e to help them m then· trouble,, 
and thC'il' pnn'nts loo~ ... to the cornn1iHec t:o 
"' -ist. them in sccuJ·ing jobs. While that IS 
C'~'ien6al. it does ne'. say t!utt anY boy 
,·.:ho ('an get a job ou hi.-; O\Yll initiatiYe 
,IJonld not bP flllowc 1 to take it un. It 
l.-; l!:-\Clc,s for thP conlmjttf'e to p,a,y ihat jt 
is not 0110 of its functions to plnc·~ the boys. 
Thc·rc arc l'l'l.J'C•:-cu~,atiYP;., o[ thr· unlons and 
of the crnploycrs on i_h(' comrnjttee. · There 
rnn!:'t be:- sou1c \VRV jn whi~h they cu1 corne 
too-0ther tO do SOlllething in this matter. 
l!t' 1ny opinion the quota of _appre.ntlc~~ 
alle',,·cd in rco-arcl to tradcsnlL'n IS not suih­
:·iont. _._\.11 the; irad('SfllL'll in a ~pociul dt:part­
llH'nt "hould be' aggn gntcd, and the nen1lY'r 
of appreutices ullottcd accordingly. \Ye 
~hould nHtiutain th0 rule w·ith regard to tho 
r8tio of one ap 1H'cnt.icc to three tr~dcsn1en, 
\Yhich }::;; llOI\" in opcrntioE; but \Ye would 
haYc 1norc apprentices if :.hat I sugg-e~t vvcro 
done. 

The SECHErARY FOR Ac:<:nc _ LTt:RE: Allot tho 
npprenticcs to the trade rather than to 
imliYiduak 

:\-lr. KEHH : That is tho point. I tried 
to asr .:.~rtain one vear the rnnnber of apprPn­
ticcs which would be required u.nder that 
mt'thod, and I found there :would be eighty 
auditional apprentiees reqUired. while ;;till 
retaining 1 hC> principl(~ of one apprentiCe to 
three tradesrnr-n. I C'auuot sco ·why a rnan 
engaged in an industr;y-painting or ar.ly­
thing plsc-:-.hould not have an apprentice 
if he requires ono, so long as tbe present 
quota is retained in the trade. 

The SECRET mY FOR AGRICULTGRE: All that 
is in the law no1v. 

:\lr. KERR: I ndm1t there is proYision for • 
i~ in the lavv; but it is 110t in the awards. 

The SEcRF~TARY FOR AGRIC<:LTURE; Awards 
eannot oyerride the Act. 

:Mr. KERR: \Ve are not permitting a 
sufficient number c,f boys to be employed as 
apprentices in the skilled trades. 

The SECRETAHY FOR LABOUR AND 
I:'\DUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, lpsu·ich): 
In reply to the hon. member for Hockhamp­
ton, I would like to point out that durmg 
the past year or two ;- ,. ha Ye had qmte a 
number of cases similar to those he men­
tioned. When a firm closes down the 
_\pprenticeship Committee endeavours to 
place any boys ,,-ho may have been appren­
ticed to it with another firm m the same 
localitY to enable them to continue to learn 
their t"rade. In this case inquiries were made 
as to whether the boys could be placed m 
Rockhampton, but there was no openmg; 
but· so soon as a varancy occurs an endeavo.ur 
will be made to place them, a1~d they w1ll 
finish their training as apprentices. I w_1ll 
take the matter up with M'r. Hall, the chair­
man of the Apprenticeship Executive, and 
see what can be done. 

The hon. member for Enoggera said that 
the Apprentice-·hip Committee overrode the 
chairman, and that it was unwieldy and 
one-sided. The executive is constituted as 
follows:-

Representing the Government: . A. E. 
Hall (chairman), R McL. H1ddell. 

Representing the Employers' Federa­
tion: T. M. Forster. 

Hon. D. A. Gledson.] 
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Representing the Trades and Labour 
Council: F. Harris. 

Representing the Employees: \V. P. 
Poole, vV. C. Rogers. 

Representing the Employers: A. Lind, 
A. J. Leaver. 

have met these gentlemen on several occa­
sions-about a week ago on the last occasion 
-and both employers and employees' repre­
sentatives arc doing everything they possibly 
can in the interests of the boys of Queens­
land, particularly of Brisbane, in endeavour­
ing to place them in positions and see that 
their training is carried on in a proper way. 
MT. Forster is an enthusiast in his O\Vn busi­
Iled and in his work on the executive, and 
he has been doing ail he can not only witb 
respect to his own trade but also to other 
trades. Mr. Lind and Mr. Leavcr alw put 
themselves to no end of trouble in canying 
on the work of the committee and improving 
the condition of the boys and turning them 
out good tradesn1en. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTCRE: They 
hayc done cxce1lcnt \York. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOL:R A2\'D 
I:'-iD~CSTR Y: As the Se~retary for .'\g,ricul­
lurc interjects, they haw done excellent 
\York. Sin1ilar rcrnarks rnay be tuade of the 
employees' representatives:' yet the hon. 
tucrDb8r slates the executive and savs that 
it is overriding thP chairn1an, and ihat its 
\York is not :in the Lest interc,:,ts of the boys. 
I do not think he knows what he is talking 
about. I would like him to meet the mem­
bers of the exccutiYe and discuss matters 
with them and air his complaints. I would 
b'' prepared to arrange a meetmg for that 
purpose, Lccause it 'Yonld enable him to 
understand something oi the work it is doing. 
I did not knmY that we had in Queensland 
employers who were prepared to do as much 
Yoluntarily <JS these gentlemen are doing for 
the boys. The emplo.vces, of course, arc 
doing all they ean; but I was more particu­
larly struck with the gentlemen representing 
the emplo::ers, and the enthusiasm they dis­
play and the endeavour they are making to 
help the boys of Queensland. 

The hon. member for Enoggera got mixed 
up between tho Apprenticeship Executive 
and the Electrical W orkr~rs' Board. He 
brought the caee of one lad before the 
Electrical vVorkers' Bo,ud. 

Mr. K>;RR: That was another case. 

The SECRETARY FOR Lli.BOL;R A2\'D 
I:'-iDUSTRY: l am referring to the case of 
a lad who was brought before the Electrical 
\Yorkers' Board bv the hon. member for 
Enoggera. lie al~o~brought a bov before the 
Apprenticeship Committee. I ,;cant to tell 
the Chamber what happened: in the case of 
the boy brought before the Apprenticeship 
Committee. This lad had bPen four vears at 
his trade, but had not passed the first exal)'li­
nation. He refused to attend the technical 
college, and made all sorts of excuses. The 
hon. member for Enoggera knows that. The 
hov said that he would not attend the col­
lege, and, instead of doing so, occupied his 
time doing something else. He was brought 
before the Apprenticeship Committee year 
after year. On one occasion the father and 
the son were brought before the committee. 

Mr. KERR: You are exaggerating a bit. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOl'R AND 
INDUSTRY: I am not exaggerating. The 
hon. member kRows the case, and I know the 

[Hon. D. A.. Gledson. 

case. The ia·d was working at a furniture 
place at the bottom of Roma street. The lad 
was brought in with his father, and the 
matter ,,-as discussed. The lad was asked 1f 
he would attend the technical college, and 
he said, ,. No. I absolutely refuse to attend 
the college." \V hat was the committee to 
do? The boy would not carry out his inden­
tures, and the committee gave instructions 
that they should be cancelled; but immedi­
ately they were cancelled the boy was brought: 
ir• by the hon. member for Enoggera,. prac­
tically saying, " I am very sorry; I d1d not 
know I had to attend the college " ; and the 
hon. member asked that the boy should bn 
given ~mother chance to a !tend the college. 
Let me now show what this hard-hearted 
GoYernmcnt did. The hon. member for Enog 
gera could do nothing with the Apprentice­
ship Committee, and the matter came before 
me. I got in touch with the lad's employer, 
who agreed to re-employ him on a guarantee 
being given that he would attend the college. 
That guarantee was given and the lad was 
put on again. That shows how this hard­
hr-arted, Government treats the boys ! 

l\h-. KERR : It rcmainc,d for you to oYer­
rul'l the board. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR .\~D 
I:\'DUSTRY: I am stating what was dmH'. 
The execut'ive committee agreed to the 
arrangement. The boy has been given 
another opportunity, although the hon. mem­
be!' for Enoggera was practJCally encouragrng 
the~e la rh to break their indentures and not 
carrv out the la\v. How is an crnployer to 
traill a boy if he wili not carry out hio inden­
tures'! Hon. membPro of this Chamber ""1st 
to' pass the law, and they should endeavour 
to carry out that law, and see that others 
engaged in the business also carry out the 
law. The hon. member for Enoggera Wduld 
be doin" greater service to these lads if he 
would point out t'o them the necessity for 
their carrying out their studies in order to 
become efficient workmen and to cqurp them 
to bccornc tra·de.,,rncn, instead of cncouragir~g 
thc·tn to run about the streets t'aking part In 

other things. The hon. member for Enoggera 
knows all the facts of this case. The lad is 
now attendir"rr the college, and is not follow­
ing the advic~ of those who told him that' h0 
need not attend the college, and that he could 
secure h:is certificate and becorne a tradcsn1an 
without so doing. 

The mPmbers of the Apprenticeship Com­
mittee, both employers and employees, are 
giying their services voluntarily. They may 
be reimbursed for out-of-pccket expenses 
incurred through attending meetings; but 
they give practic~lly the whole of ~heir tin10 
day after day gomg round the vanous work­
shrJps. I have been roun,d t'hes~ workshops. 
These men visit the workshops, Imbued w1th 
the idea of turning out good tradesmen,. 
Despite what the hon. member for Enog>;era. 
has said, the committee endeavours to p!a,ce 
lads in position with different employers. It 
has taken the names of the lads and has 
placed them with employers in different parts 
of the city and in different parts of the State. 

Let me instance what took place following 
the closure of the Mount :Morgan mine. Lads 
who were apprent'iccd to different tra,des in 
~Iount Morgan were simply thrown ou~ of 
work, but the Appronl!cesh1p CommJttee 
faced the task, and the bulk of the lads-the 
exceptions being one or two-w?re placed: 
with employers throughout the c1ty and m 
different parts of the State. 
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Those boys are continuing their training 
as tradesmen in different parts of the State 
to-da0 . That is a procedure that is done 
everywhere. 'l'he 'hairman and the commit­
tee of employ<'rs and employe"'" are a com­
petent bodv. Thev he,ve carried out their 
work well.· and there is no necessity foi' ·me 
t-o intPrfere with thmn. They do· " noble 
work in looking after and placing our 
lads in orrler to see that thev are properlv 
trained. All they require from those lad's 
is their co-operation in becoming competent 
tradesmen. If they secure that co-operation, 
we Rhall turn out trade!:'.InC'n second to none 
in the world. \Ve have shops and factories 
for the training of apprentices, and 1ncn 
capable of giving th~:Jn:l instruction in their 
apprenticeship. The Department of Public 
fnstruetion is -doing it.o work. \Ve find that 
the educational instructor take a keen 
inten~st in enabling· th0se boY3 to attain a 
standard of efficiency unknown' before. 'l'bcro 
arc quite a number of bovs who do not 
look upon their apprenticeslrip a· ecricusly 
as they should, and who do not recog·nise 
that it is for their good that the whole 
procedure under oU!' apprentircship svstem 
is laid down. \Ye haYC had to cancel a 
number of indentures becau"' the !Jovs did 
not realise that it was to th•?ir good to 'attend 
the technical college to mukc t hemodvcs 
proficient in their work 

:vlr. KERR (Eno(JU•'ra): The Minister took 
the point of view that I criticisccl certain 
gcutlerncn \Vho as~;istcd as u1uch as possible 
in the work of the Apprenticeship Commit­
tee: and he sc0mccl to build up a case that 
I had attacked theoe gentlemen. That is 
far frmn the truth. I haYc nutdc Engo·c~­
tions which might very well be follmYcd ~for 
the benefit of appr<•ntices. 1\cither the hon. 
gentleman nor am·one eh<' could toll me 
that tho gentlemen' comprising the Ap]n'cn­
ticcship Con1n1ittcc, whose nanlP'i he read 
out, are not doing good serYicc in placing 
the large numb0r of boys who are out of 
work. The point which the :"\Iinister has 
ignored is that, if he could secure the allot­
nlC'nt of a larger number of apprentices than 
iK laid do\\~n in mo;;;t cases, we \Yotlld solYP 
the problem of placing om· boys. I again 
throw that ou.t as a suggeetion for the hon. 
gentleman to act upo.1. I am not supposed, 
as a rnember of Parlia1ncnt, to kno\~- every 
case that com0s hcfore the Apprcntiecship 
Committee; but I do know the principle 
im·olYed in the case<; that come before me, 
and that principle was inYo]yor! in the case 
I mPntioned to-day, as as borne out by 
tho _:\;Jrnister's statement. H<' practical(v 
admitted n1y contention. 1 took exception 
to a boy in the fourth vcar of his anprcnlice­
ship being dispensed ·with, and 'the hon. 
gentleman '<lid that on my representations 
he approached tho board, and, aft0r repre­
sentations. he secured the reinstatement of 
that boy in his former position. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABC•uu A:iD Ixrn;sTRY: 
I did not say anything of the kind. 

Mr. KERH.: The hon. gentleman said that 
he went to the trouble of ascertaining tho 
particulars from the board, to see whether 
the board could secure his reinstat0ment. I 
hope that the J?rinciple of dispensing with 
boys after servmg three or f onr vears of 
their apprenticeship will be adequat~lv cl<'alt 
;vith in t~e future. If I can help it,' a boy 
IS not gomg to spend th c best ~;en rs of his 
life in learning a trade and then at the 
instigation of any person, ha Ye his' services 

dispensed with before serving his full period. 
I am glad that practice has been " nipped 
in the bud." I know what politico are. The 
::Vlinister has unquestionably taken up the 
stand that be is doing the very best he can 
for these young people. 'l'hat is his defence. 
I ha ye on! v a few minutes left, rtm1 I intend 
to quote "·Hansard " to refute his Htatcment 
that I was wrong. 

I'ao-e 95 of " Hansard " for 1924 will show 
that, ~in reply to a question ":hich I ask~d, 
the then Secretary for Public InstructiOn 
informed me of the number of examinations 
held for trade apprentices in the years 1922 
and 1923, and alw stated that in one year 
316 boys had passed and 278 had failed in 
the entra,nce examination. I happened to 
know a number of th~ boys who sat for that 
examination; they were a particularly fine 
tvpe. 'l'hev were in the fifth class at the 
State school, and, as is usual with boys at 
that age, became a little flustered at the 
educational test which was set them. Simply 
because they failed to pass the educational 
test thev were for ever deprived of the 
opportunitv of becoming apprentices. The 
Governmer1t are responsible for that. Can 
the Government take credit for year after 
year depriYing boys of the opportunity of 
a.ccepting apprenticeship? It was cnl-y afte_r 
the continual representations of the Opposi­
tion that the Government were forced to 
wipe out the initial examination for 
apprentices. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOuR A:-rD I:-rDUSTRY : 
That is not correct. 

:Y1r. KEH.R: It is correct. 

?\h. :\JAXWELL (1'oo1t'ong): I have a 
vivid rC'collectiou of the occasion on which 
the prccent Secretary for Agriculture intro­
duced lhe Apprenticeship Bill, which it was 
claimed would remove all evils existing at 
that lime. It was claimed hv the hon. gentle­
man that such a thing as boys not learning 
a trade· \votdd be unknown. \Vhat, I would 
aHk the hem. gentleman, is the poHition 
to-dav? 

'rh~ SECilET.I.RY FOH AGRICULTURE: Many 
buys are apprenticed who would not have 
lwcn appr>mticed but for the Act, 

Mr. ?\I[AXV•:ELL: Scarcely a day passes 
!hat hon. members on both sirles of the Com­
mittC'c are not approached by the mothers 
and fathers of boYs who are unable to become 
apprcnticecl and. who are concerned as to 
the future of their eons, Onlv this morning 
[ had two such applications. ·r am with the 
hon. member for Enoggera when he says 
that there is nothing like the personal touch 
of the employer in the tmining of boys. 
The question that arises is this : Are the 
[}oys getting a decent "spin " to-day? I 
am not blaming the Apprenticeship Com­
mittee-I would not do that-but the system 
I am advocating is to inculcate a greater 
confidence in Queensland. because, if that 

· wero.' don0, capital would be forthcoming for 
the creation of secondary industries, and the 
apprenticeship problem would be practically 
wlved. 

Mr. FERJHCKS: You sent a delegation to 
London to block the establishment of iron 
and steel works at Bowen. 

Mr. ;\fAXWELL: I dicl not. We have 
enough " white elephants " in this country 
without any more; and quite enough money 
has boon wasted by hon. members opposite, 
and I do not believe in the wasting of money 

Mr. M.axweU.] 
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under any circumstances. It is time that the 
GovernHwni awakened to the necm,sity of 
providing conditions that will create work 
not only for the fa1 hors but for the boys 
and girls who aro leaving sdwol each year. 
Not even the establishment of ttn Apprentice­
ship Committee in every tmn1 will solve the 
problenL The o:t:1ly vvay is to create that 
confidence which is so coscntial to the hwest­
mont of capital in order tha1 secondary indus­
tries rr1..ay be created, because under those 
circum ,tancc3 ~ufEciont -,,,ork will be offering 
for C\Tcr~ poro5on \:ho de;:ircs work. 

The SECHETARY FOil PUBLIC \\'O!lKS : Tell 
us '"h~' the An1crir lDS irnport their tradcs-
111011? 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fit.zroy): I am astounded 
to hear a man who once c<1ilod himself a 
1radesrru:n advocating that we should go 
bnck to the old vicious peinciplc that th3 
proper plac'' aJJd th< ouly place to adcqua.tely 
train an apprentice is in .tho workshop itself. 
The reason why 1h" Appronticcship .'i.ct wa' 
brought in 1vas bee 1.usc th0 " bosses " uncle[ 
!he compoti!i,·o system--not all of th· m, but 
the groat bulk of thom-v:ere not !caching 
the appronlicP his trade. He was using 
hin1 as a boy 2la ,.e to screw as much proiit 
m1t of him in the time of his apprenticeship 
as he possibly could. That is the reason why 
the present apprenticeship system was 
brought in, and why representatives both from 
the working trades and from the employers 
sit on the cDmmittce to see that the boy is 
uot used just as a hun1an instrun1cnt in ~on1e 
particulnr workshop. I remember in the old 
uppr('-nticcsllip days ·1vhen boys worke·d sorne~ 
tirncs for three or four vcars on one rnachine 
a!ono-on a cir-iiiiHg rna~l:tiu~-riJerel,Y t.lrilliug 
holes, not because there \Vas not work to do 
but because the " Los:l " had a contract, and 
-it paid him to got through as quickly as 
.possible. In order to do that he kept that 
boy on that machine because he could drill 
a few more holes in the day than, perhaps, 
a nPw apprentice could if ho was put on. 
[t \vas to obviate that kind of thing that the 
Apprentice.·hip Committee was formed in 
order fo make sure in aii apprenticeships 
that there was an opportunity for the appren­
tice to gain a thorough grounding and prac­
tical knowledge of the trade; and, when 
hon. membNs arlvoco.te-.as the hon. member 
for Enoggcra advocated, and the hon. mem­
ber for Toowong supported him-that the 
technical side of appreniiccship training shall 
be wiped out, they simply show that they do 
not know the elementary requirements in 
indu>try to-day. If we are going to establish 
our industries hero-if work is going to be 
found, it must be found because our peoplo 
arc of the highest (>fficicncy compared with 
any other manufacturing State or country 
with which we have to compete. Yet hon. 
members opposite wish to eliminate technical 
college traiuing. The reason why they want 
t.o C'liminatc that is because in a great many 
instances the apprentice attends at the 
expense of the" boss," and they wish to save 
t.Jw few paltrv "bob'' that have to be 
expended in that way. It is an unsound 
principle to say that the technical college 
trammg of apprentices ,hould be done awav 
with. l agr<:'O with hon. members that we 
are faced with a tremendous problem in this 
regard-that to-da)· we cannot find work 
for our boys or trades for apprentices. 'Whose 
fault is that? Yonr friend 13ruce's! The 
big " bluff" of the Commonwealth, who is 
importing all this foreil'n stuff and keeping 

[ ]}!1·. Ma:xwc ll, 

our boys a!ld girls out of the factories that 
should bave been built with the added wealth 
ot onr Australian products. It is no fault 
of the apprenticeship scheme. It is the 
fault of the miserable svsi'em of barter at 
any price-oven if at the" price of Australitt 
going .duwn--\Yhile they build up tho indus~ 
tri<·s of other countries so that Bruce and the 
p<'oplc the0 stand for shall batten on the 
young life of the State. That is the cause 
of unC'nlploymcnt, and it is hnmbug for the 
hon. lllC'ITibC'r for rrOO\\'OJlg 01' tho l.Jon. llleiTI­

ber for Enoggera to try to dray,· rod herrings 
across th0 trail and blame it on the Appren­
ticeship Committee. 

[3 p.m.] 
\\' e are proud of our system of <'dUc:Jt.ion 

and apprenticeship, which qualifies the boys 
of the t:)tat.e to take t-heir places in industry. 
The tcehnical college in Brisbane, which 
hon. Ill0lllhr'r::; opposit-~ dispa.rago to such an 
l'::.\.tcnt, ha;3 tunu•d out boys con1parablP with 
any in Australia-not the drudge at the 
lathe or the drilling machine or 1-ho drudge 
with the paint brush, whom yon can get as 
rnuch out of at as littl(~ expens2 as possible, 
bnt the highest qualified mcdwnic~·-so 1hat 
\1. hen hon. rncrnbors oppo~itP get ri.d of th1'ir 
big " bluff "-Brucc-they can build up an 
Au-tealia for an Australian pcopl0. 

:\h. W. COOPER (IIoHncond): Juclging 
by this debate, I think Opposition members 
haYc bec11 endeavourit._g to secure for ;;.omo 
of the master mechanics cheap labour in 
connection vvith the entployrnent of as lllany 
11pprentices 'IS • they can possibly get. I 
listonPd to the hon. rnorrtber for ToO\YOng, 
'_',bout \Yhom my fric;1d, th,e ~o,r;. ,memb,cr f~r 
-l' .1!·/,lUV H tt~ <:lUl.llt::WllCl.lJ UVUUl_I_U_i_ -<li:l lV .Ul"' 

being "a mechanic at all. Of cour •C, it all 
depends upon what you mean by a mechan:c. 
For instance, a painter or a baker does r..ot 
require so much skill to become a pair.tcr 
or a bak<~r. "\V c can get inforn1ation on the 
paint tins to enable a man to do a little hit 
of daubing on a fence or a hous<', and it does 
not takP very much knowledge to b<'corne a 
baker. I remember an apprentice to a 
blacksmith who was quite a failure at blac_k:. 
smithinv, and who g-ot it into his head that 
he could become a baker. A coachpainter 
who became cmwinced that he ccmld not g-et 
on in that line came into the factory I was 
-working in :tnd took up houso-painting, 
and in two yPars he became a master painter 
and contractor. 

Mr. KELSO: vVhat are you driving at? 

:VIr. W. COOPER: The hon. member will 
know when I driYc a nail into hi,-: thick 
skull. 

The CIL\IR'\IAX: Order! 

:Vh- \V. COOPER: The hon. mcmb.·r is 
inccs~antly interj0eting, and it is necc_.~·ary 
for somebody to tell him the truth. 

The CHAIRM \N: Order! I vmuld ask 
the hon. member to rdrai1l from making 
offensive reruarks. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: I do not know whl'ther 
thcv arf' offensiv'. or not: it would not be 
offC'nsivo to me if (hcv told me that. (Laugh­
ter.) Prior to the inauguration of the 
Apprenticc~hip Committee it wcs quite a 
comn1on thing for n1aster rncchanics to 
employ as many apprentices and as fevv 
journeyn1cn as pos:"}blc. In n1y day-and 
I C'an only speak fron1 expr-rience as an 
appr"ntice--an apprentice started with 4s. 
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a ,,·cck. I v.-a~ apprenticed fo1~ s n~n yParf', 
and ttartcd at 4.'3. a \YP"k, with an a(h·nuC'e 
of ls. pc'r week per ":car during thn ·'~('\ ;n 

car,. Yd at thP PHd of th" fifth ypar I 
tYaS la ruing -, tnuch a.:- nny onlinar~· jOunH'Y­
rnan in that factory. I-Ion. n1crnbcr~ kno\V 
perfectly well that that would pr"Yail to day 
unless there was ~omu ref'triction upon 
cn1ployers ,_ho \Yantcc1 to get ns Plrrlly boys 
as thcv could. I ean l'C'IHCL1l)(~l' \YlH'H wnr''­
hqa ;e;.; ~,vhich employed girls to rnakc pyj atnas, 
~hirts, ancl other gunncnts cn1ploycd then1 
for slx on probation \vithont \\·age~. 
Hon. talk about the unfnctunat<' 
·parcllt- · ' ho arc unable to flnd cntL~ovmcnt 
for thulr .;; and girls. If ""~.7:e \YPl f b;_-·k to 
the old re \\ c;uld find that tht~ .snn1L 
condition., \\Ould exist. The :\ppr~ntice-hip 
Executive, howcycr, ha~ control o\·er tho 
nurnbcr of apprentice'S penr:ittcd in any fac~ 
:tory or warchouSl' or cngincPring· \YOrks. 
v:it.h tlr rcc-ult that the joL.ll'IH',VlLf:n f:,Pt 
pennaJJC'llt \Vork at tlwir job:'l. It is all 
Yerv \vcll for u:;:: to sq,•,~ that cu1· boYs and 
girfs cannot get v:;ork. al1d that our i-\econdarv 
iJJdn:;;tric•s are not in thn condition in v:hich 
they should be. but it cloc~ not follow that 
rhe apprentice ·.hip sybtern ;s re· ponsiblP 
bccau-;o it provides <'0l'tain lirnitatiun.-, Ifnve 
WC' not rnado a beginning in trainiiJg boys 
:and girls who \Yif'h to take up trades, by 
cstabli.·:hi1'g rural "'hoo!s? I ha Ye lnd come 
cxpericEcc of the1n. because I have one in lll:'\T 

-electorate, and I knovv that, >shcn any tr:_dPs­
Inan \Yants a. boy, he gor·s to tho head teach r 
and asks which bov would be most likclv 
to br a success in ~his calling-. In ninC't,.·­
nino cases out of <1. hundred the Apprentice­
ship Committee has selected that boy because 
it discov-e>·cd that he was most likelY to bP 
~uitable. If, on the other hand. ' e- abolish 
the existing rc:,trictions and perrnit pveryonc 
to go to pmplo_vcrs and ask for apprentice­
ship, we would have five or six. or perhaps 
'Seven, apprentices to cvrry journeyman in 
the motor trade, the engineering trade. and 
all cla--S<'s of merhnnical work. \Yhat would 
happen then to the families of the journeymen 
who were displaced? 

A lot has been said about mechanics who 
-con1e frorn overseas and enter into competi­
tion \vith men alreadv employed here. In 
~orne ti~adPs in Gre::~t Britain conditions are 
vast! v different from \\hat thcv arc here. 
It is- true there is no difference ·between th(' 
J1ardness and softness of th0 iron, but there 
is a difference between the hardness and thP 
softness of the timbers that have to be worked 
in the two countries. 

A new-chum woodworking mechanic has 
great difficulty in b:coming accustomed to 
the hardwoods of thJS country, whereas th<> 
Australian woodworking mechanic, by reason 
·of his <?xperience with our hardwoods, has the 
advantage. over the newcomer. 

It is Ycry difficult for us to secure the yery 
bc<;t boys. \Ve have cRtablishcd an Appren­
ticeship Committee that insiots upon boys 
passing an e-ducational test before being 
apprenticed; but it does not follow that the 
boy who can pass educational examinations 
will make a good mechanic. That is one 
direction in which I am up against the 
Apprenticeship Committee, The practical 
mechanic carries out his work with his hands 
and high ocholastic attainments do not ncres' 
sarily suggest efficient mechanical knowledge. 
I knew of a boy who could g-et no further 
than the thir·d class in our ordinary primary 
schools, but he became one of the best 

rnccha11ics I eYer saw. The Apprt'nticPship 
C'omn1ittce-I cun conden1ning it in this in­
st ancc·-plaf'C'S an en1bargo upon certain boy;3 
i!l in,isti11g· rhat they n1n~t pass an rxarnina­
tion of a certain <.tandnrd before thov can be 
t:lpprenticed. The cmnrnittcc ·:;houldv bPar iu 
mind that there arc bovs \dlO are born 
n1echanics. ·with no abilit"' i:o pass 0ducational 
exarninnbous, but \Yho, if the:-- were a!3ked to 
pass any te:-;t applying to their own calling, 
'YOu id po-sibl,· outshine i hose boys who were 
capable;, of passing· cxrtminations as hig·h as 
the l:rnversit . .: sl..tndard. 

~.fr. \VE1R (lfutybm-ourth): I ·do not wish 
to l'ntcr into a con1pari son between tho good 
n~echanic anJ the infC'rior rncchan1c; but 
frcm the educational standpoint I \Yish tc 
c:Jd mv auotct to this debate. In the main, l 
aoTC'C ~,Tith the~ remarks bv th£' hon. n1c1uber 
f;r Ro,c'wcod, bur I say- definit:,Jy that tht> 
f'ucc~uslaEd Inccha11ic of whon1 he snokc ''roulG 
t~e a still better mechanic if cducO:ted. Edn­
ccttion is a matter that is not very hcayy to 
carry. 

l\Ir. \Y. CooPER: They arc not all like you. 
You h.aYt~ bet'n cndo\vcd with u certain 

· <Hnount of intelligence. 

::,lr. \YEIR: I think it would be unfair 
t'o the dcctors of Roscwood to sav that their 
1 epn~.:cJ,tatin~ vva~ not possessed Of a certa.in 
omcunt of intelligence. The educational 
staudard will always lwYe my support in this 
Chamber, \Yhether it bo from the pomt of 
view of apprentice,hip or anything else. Let 
me build up a case in relation to the educated 
mccha'lie. I hope to sec the day at no Yery 
'"reat diotance when the Apprenticuhip Com­
~rittee will not apprentice a boy in his trade 
until he is equipped educationally. I say 
that in fairness to the trade. I think it would 
be better for the trade, for- the State, for the 
Commonwealth, and for the boy. If we pro­
vi·dc that a boy must attain rho standard of 
the fifth class in the ordinary echool, we aro 
not in,isting on a very high standard of 
intelligence. 

We have hundreds of cases in Queensland 
where boys pass the scholarship examination 
before reaching the age of twelve years. If 
that is a fact, it seems obvioas that we are 
1~0t setting a Yery high standar(~ when ;-Ye 
prescribe that a boy shall be EqUipped w1th 
a fifth-class education before becommg 
apprenticed. I hope to sec the day when 
th"t ,,-ill be improYed on, for the further 
we can adYance our youth educationally tho 
better we shall ad\'ance. 

Coming back to the old argument that a 
good mechanic in the early days was not so 
f.ucccs2fnl ns now, f:vo_:_"~T hon. n1embcr knovvs 
~xccllent rnechani< s, as' the hon. member for 
Kennedy s>tid, in OY~r_v branch, but how 
much hotter would those men be if they h>td 
the adYanta'kes of education that the present­
dav vouth has 9 I pro :urne that those men, 
excolient as they were. might be better men, 
and more highly skilled men, i£ they had 
lhe opportunity of education that we have 
to-day. It was all right in tho days when 
education was difficult of accos,, but there JS 

not n1uch exC'use jn the enlightened corn~ 
munit.v of Queensland for a boy not starting 
a trade unless he has had at least a fifth-class 
standard education. I have watched boys 
attending the technical college in my own 
cc·ntre doing excellent \\·ork. I commend the 
\pprenticeship Group for the excellent work 
it does, but there is just a tendency-and 
I strike a note of warning hcre~of so1no 

111r. Weir.] 



1548 Supply. [ ASSE:MI3L Y.] Supply. 

men on those groups-not in my centre so 
much but in Brisbane particularly-who have 
a tendency to jealousy-a jealousy that is 
built up mainly on the fact that they them­
selves did not have the opportunity that 
boys to-day have, itnd ure apt to place hurdles 
in the way of a boy getring into the tra·de he 
prefers. That should not be so. If the boy 
has the mental equipment for the trade, <1nd 
he has a natural bent for that. trade. then 
he should be allowed to follow the I ines of 
that bent. If there is no weakness in that 
eegard, the eommittce should be extremely 
eareful before placing· any stopper in the 
way of that boy following the trade he 
desires. I commend them for their goou 
work, and, as the years go by, I look forward 
to a higher standard of intelligence being 
forced on them to the bcndit of the boy 
and the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I="'DCSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gkdson 
lpsll'ich): In reply (o the quest;on rais.ec\ 
by tho hon. mcmlJPr for Toowong, I desire 
to say, as I pointed out to the hon. member 
[or Enoggera, that tiH' placing of boys or 
girls, as the case n1a:v be, in particular indus­
tries, is a matter that practical!:; lies with 
tlw employer, the lad, and his parents. If 
the boy has a bent for a particular trade or 
calling. and the par0nt can secure an 
0mployer in that trade to employ him, the 
boy registers and becorncs an rlpprcntice. 
It is then that the v.~ork of the committee 
commences. It secs that he is prorcrly 
indentured, which \\·as not the caso in olden 
days. 

Mr. ::VIAXWELL: Ilc was indentured in a 
g·ood rnany eases. 

The SECRETARY FOH LABOl:R ~-\="'D 
I:\'DlJSTRY: In sonw cases he 1Yas not. 
I haYo had indentures heforc me during the 
past few weeks which showed that the inden­
tures were not properly completed, and the 
conditions were such as to place the boy 
at the eomplc'tt' mercy of the employer. who 
could do anything he liked with him. The 
question has been r2 i~.ed again that the 
Apprenticeship Committee can do something 
more than it is doing to place boys in a trade. 
The committee can do "othing except with the 
co~o]J<'ration of the employf'l's, and it ill 
becomes the hon. mPmbN for Toowon" to 
make complaints on that score. EYcrybody 
knows that, when he was a member of the 
cinplo:ving class) he practically cEd not haYe 
an apprentice. 

Mr. MAXWELL: You are wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A::\'D 
INDUSTRY: You told us that yoursc·lf. 

:Mr. l\f.\XWELL: I did not. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOl:H AND 
INDUSTRY: \Vhen the hon. memlwr ceased 
to be an employer, he did not haYc a boy 
working for him. \V c know i.hat the hon. 
member did not employ the 'number of 
apprentices that he might han' employed 
in his own business, yet he talks about what 

*other people should do. 

Mr. MA X WELL: I had quite sufficient 
apprentices. 

Th,. SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: The members of the Appren­
ticeship Committees, which are representa~ 
tive of the various industric s. are drawn 
from the employers and from the employees. 
'l'hey have no personal interest in the matter 

[J'lr. Weir. 

except a love of country and a keen desire 
io see that evcryt.hing possible is done for tho 
apprentices. :Mr. Forstcr is an enthusiast 
in apprenticeship matters, and gives a help­
ing hand to boys in all tradeo. I can only 
comnH•nd those gentlemen for the excelleut 
work they arc doing in apprenticeship 
1nattcrs. 

Mr. l\1onRE: \Vhy are you stonewalling 
your own Estimates? 

The SECHETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY: I do not know why the Leader 
of the Opposition should talk about stone· 
walling when we arc dealing with what, 
after all. is the lifc~bloou of our State. 
\\' e are dealing with the training of our boys 
and girls, and the Opposition "gig" and 
laugh at such a matter, which is very bad 
t as to on their part. Is it that hon. members 
opposite have not the interests of the boys 
and girls at heart, o1· is it that we on this 
side aro left to ,ee that the boys and girls 
~et a •· square'' deal? 

:\Ir. }lAx WELL : Thcv arc not getting a. 
'·square" deal; we hB:'ve to advocate it. 

'l'hc SECHETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDl:STRY: When hon. members opposite 
sat on the Treasury benches they did abso­
lutely nothing to protect the interests of the 
boys and girls of this State so far as pro­
,. iding training for thmn \vas eoncerned. 

}li'. ~IAxwm.L: \Yo gave them employment~ 

The SECHETARY FOR LABOuR AND 
};'\Dl'Sfl:tY: They did nothing to equip 
them to become the tradesmen of the future. 
as is bdug done at the pre~,ent time. 

The hon. member for Rosewoo.d raised the 
question of the educational standard for boys 
entering upon an apprenticeship. It may 
look YEorv nice on the face of it to say that 
a lad cai1 become a good mechanic although 
he is not educated ; but l agree with the 
hon. member for lVIaryborough that a lad 
who is educated become; a better tradesman 
aud " better eiti7en of the State by reason of 
that fact. \Y c ha vc had lads, such as the 
lion. member for Enoggera referred to, who 
have reached the third and fourth year of 
their apprenticeship, but who had not passed 
their first year's examination bucaustl they 
did not have the opportunity to do so when 
they entered upon their apprenticeship, with 
the result that thev found it diflicult to 
absorb the technical instruction given to 
th,,m whilst attending i.he technical college. 
'Il1e technical collf'ges have set out t.o train 
apprentices along lines that will enable them 
to beco;:te better tradesmen than the trades­
men of the past. That i.,; very necessary, 
because at the present time a tradesman 
must be able to read plans and drawiugs so 
that he may know exactly what work he is 
called upon to perform. 

If a lad is unable to prepare or read a 
plan. how can he build anything'? He must 
have a technical education to enable him 
to b<?come a thoroughly qualir!ed tradesman. 
.\ boy who !Jas been educated up to the 
fifth-class standard is able to take up an 
apprenticeship in any trade. If he is not 
up to the fifth-class st.andard. he will be 
ha.ndie.1pped as compared with the other 
boys in the anprenticeship class. The 
Appreni.ieeship Committee set> examinations 
for practical work, and devotes its time. not 
only dnrin~ the year, but at !he annual 
examination, to the practical side of th& 
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work: and it \Vonlcl do members of the Oppo­
Bition good if they were to g0 to the tech­
r,ic~l col!. ;cs and view the \nrk done by the 
IJOys and girls in those colleges. They 
would tlwn understand eomcthing of thtl 
"ark done by the Apprenticeship Committee 
n.r,d by the teachers in the cQlleges during 
ri>c year_ In Ips>,,·ich at 3 o'clock to-morrov 
Dftcmoen thoro will be an exhibition of 
the wrn·r, of the students in the Ipswich tech­
nical colllq-e. If bon. n1cn1bers care to 
attend that exhibition. tlrev will see the 
York t!one by ihe girls and boys in that 

district. 
I do not kuo\v tbat there js very n1uch rnore 

I can sav in connection with this matter, but 
I do want to sav a word with reference to the 
work of the Elc.ctrical \Vorker<-' Board, which 
~Hts not bec·n touched on during this debate. 
Tlral board, since its cstabl,shment, has endea­
nJurC'd to ~et np such a, ~tan·dard and such 
an educcctio:> fer the bovs -."nu take tiP elec­
tl'ic:d work as to rnake eleCtricity safe for the 
people of Quee-nsland. Although nothing has 
been said {J!l this occasion in regard to the 
board, on prr:Yious occasions it has been 
<bled that this borrrd is unwieldy. The last 
~mendillg 1\ct prm·ided that there should be 
nine n1UTlbers on that board. rrhat board is 
loclking after the interests of apprentices to 
th~ electrical trades in Queensland, and there 
aec quite a number in every part of the 
s;latc. As tho hon. mcrnber for Enoggera 
.~aid. there have been quite a nurnber ot 
"pplica.nts for positions during the year, 
and 90 per cent_ of those applicants apply for 
indentures in the electrical trades. Nearly 
"'verY boy at the present time wants tQ be 
an elect ricia.n. and, if he cannot be an elec· 
1 rician. the next thing he desires to be is a 
rnotor mechanic. 

VoTES PASSED t:)TDER OPERATIO)T oF STANDIXG 
0RmR C\io. 307 AND SESSIONAL ORDERS. 
At 3.30 p.m., under the prons10ns of 

Standing Order No. 307 and Sessional 
Orders nf 26th Jnly and 27th September last, 
the quesnons for the following \·otes wer'' 
put by the Chairman, and agreed to:-

£ s. d. 
DPpnt'llent of Labour and 

Industrv (Apprentice,hip 
:Jom1niftecs and Electri-
ea] Workers' Board) 3.085 0 0 

Department of Labour and 
Industry (Balance of 
Vote) 45,687 0 0 

Department of Mines 68,955 0 0 
Department of Railways 6,316,069 0 0 
Trust and Speciac Funds 

Estimates ... . .. 5,368.238 0 0 
Loan Fund Account Estimates 4,243,668 0 0 
Supph,mentary Estimates, 

1927-28-
Revenue 416,730 15 7 
Trust and Special 

Funds 129,672 15 10 
Vote of Credit, on Account, 

1929-30 3,500,000 0 0 
The House resumed. 
The CHATRMI\N reported that the Committee­

had come to certain resolutions. 
Re<umption of Committee made an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow. 

SEVENTEEXTH ALLOTTED DAY. 

RECEPTION OF RESOLUTIOKS. 
The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES 

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory) presented the reso­
lutions reported from Committee of Supply. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith. Mackay): I beg 
to move~-

" That the resolutions be now re­
cciYl'-d." 

Question p,1t and passed. 

ADOP1ION OF RE90L t:TIONS. 
The resolutinns being taken as read, 

The SECRETARY FOR _\GRICULTURE 
(Hon. v'\'. F()l'gan Smith Mackay): I beg 
to Inove-

" That the re~olutions be now agreed 
to." 

And hon. members indicating a desire to 
-liscus~ resolutions 26, 46, 55, Tt, en, ts2. 83, 84, 
and 8u, 

Resolutions 1 to 25, both inclusive, ~greed 
to. 

Rc'olution 26-" Department of Public 
fl' arks--Services, Public Buildings"-

Mr. MAXWELL (1'oou:ong): I desire to 
draw attention to a discussron which took 
placP earlier this session in connbction with 
the estimated cost of public bnil-dings. I do 
not say +hat the Secretary for Public ·works, 
11hcn gi,·ing information to which I shall 
refer, was amne of the actual condition Qf 
affairs. I raised the question of the differ­
ence between the estimate given for the 
building of the addition to the Treasury 
block and the actual cost. 

The hon. gentleman told the House on that 
occctsiou that the reason for the extra expen­
diture was because of a tower that had 
bPen prov-ided for. 1 have inspected the 
plan submitted in 1923, and no tower was 
provided on that plan. I should like the 
hon. gentleman to look at that plan for 
himself. That plan is the plan of the addi­
tion to the Treasury Building as it stands 
to-day. The estimated cost was £230,000. 
I objected then, and I object now, to infor­
mation being supplied to this House, when 
the actual difference in the figure is over 
£100,000. I am perfectly justified in draw­
ing attention to this matter, and I do so 
for the .purpose of giving the Secretary for 
Public Works an opportunity of going into 
the whole matter for himself. I went to the 
department and asked for the plans. I saw 
the plans. on which no tower is provided for; 
therefore, the reply of the Minister has 110 

relation whatever to that plan. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) : I am rather 
surprised at the statement made by the hon. 
member for Toowong. Evidently he has been 
supplied by the officers of the department 
with very different information from that 
supplied to me when dealing with the 
matter. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The officers did not supply 
me with any info.rmation. I saw the plans. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The information that I gave the hon. gentle­
man was supplied to me by the officers of the 
department. I shall certainly have an inves­
tigation made to see whether the statement 
made by tht~ hon. member for Toowong is 
true or otherwise, and, if it is true, then 
someone will get a rap across the knuckles. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I wonld remincl the hon. 
gentleman that the ufficers did not give m" 
any information. 

Hon. IYI. J. Kirv;an.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR PPDLIC WORKS: 
Tlw: mtht have shown you thnt plan. 

Mr. iilAXWELL: I aokcd for it. I had a 
riO"ht to see it. 

;rlw Sr:cnaARY FOR Aomct·Ln·nE: You had 
not. 

Hcsolntion 26 (Ik•partrncnt of Pub lit \York; 
-8erYiL'CA, Public Buildings} agTl'' d to. 

Heeolulions 2.7 to 45, both incht>iYe, ag-reed 
to. 

HC':-:;olution .46-~" llom: ,"::/(Cl'[ terry's Dcz; jf-
111 111-('/,i,j Of/in.'' 

:\Ir. KEHR (Enouocra): The Limbless 
Sr,ilors anll Soldiers' .1.\.~--oc1atioll ha·- \VJ:ittcn 
lo the department requesting- that a deputa­
tion be ret·civcd;. and, fron1 what I can 
lcJI'H, the d(!putatTon has not been refused, 
Lut has been more or less postponed. 1 
undPrsland that rhc a-~sociation dc:"irc~ to 
submit a request for furthet· lie 'nsed stalls 
to be controlled hv tlwse limbless returned 
::-;uldic'r:-.. 'l'hcro i :_, such a stall c::;tahlished 
at the General Post Office under the auspices 
of tht· J..irnble.:;s Sailors and Soldier~' Asso­
ciution, \vhcrr· tobacco. papers, aud other 
"'lldric, utn Le obtained. Thac stall enables 
two men who lost limbs in the war to secure 
u Jiyjng. 

I \Vant to com:mcnd an cxtension of this 
principle of the granting· of lic('ll~Cs for 
si1nilar stalls. l ha~-e it ln 1nv fayout· that 
there .c.ecn13 to b1! 110 diflicuft, at all jn 
Brisban• in securing liccu~l!S fo'i· ;:;uch stalls 
a., fruit stalls. 

The SE RETARY FOR AGRICl'LTl'RE: You try 
and get one. 

Mr. KEHR: I will gin· the hon. gentle· 
rnan n1y assurance that I do not desire t'o 
get onr.'. lf the Government extend the prin­
ciple of granting slrnilar licenses for stalls 
in n1any of the strPcts of Brisbane. theY 
-will not be acting dc'trirncntall, to an~·ho-Lh~. 
Hcprescntations han• ber·n nutd;, to the 'nonio 
Sen·otary ancl the Premier. aud to thc<p 1 
ask that the g-reatest syrnpatln· be shown. 
No on<: would eavil at any con('cssion bPing 
g1:anted to ~hc::;e 1~1en, cvcn

1 
if they cornpct.-d 

\Ylth dLm 111 ous1ncss. T 11cv dc~eryc CYl'rv 
con:'-'id~>rat ion that· can be shown thcn1. TllO 
Htall established at the Post Of!ieo is wrv 
well conducted. It is not an eyesore and rs 
YfT convenient. There arc n1~any p'laces in 
and around Brisbane whore similar stalls 
could be established on behalf of member" of 
the Limble·s Sailors and 8oldin:,' Associa· 
ticm. Thc:J: arc a very fine body of men, and 
lwvc n:-""or1ated together to look after their 
mutual interests. If the stalls are nm under 
the au~pices of the association. they vvill gi-.:.-e 
guarantees of good faith. Tho Government 
will ha,-o nothing to lose b:v authonsing 
licenses to be iscuocl in respect of a number. 
There are some twenty limbles.o men in the 
cit:v w11o arc Ul1fl.b1c to secure \\ork. Their 
pensions are insufficient, and, if thev can be 
placed in such stallc, something wilfbe clone 
for thci r good. I do not "·ish to raise this 
as a political issue, or to atternpt to take it 
out of the hands of the Government, to whom 
I eornrncnd the suggestion. 

Hcsolution 46 (Homo Secretary's Depart-
ment-Chief Office) agr·eed to. " 

Hesolutions 47 to 54, both inclusive ao-reecl 
to. ' 0 

Resolution 55-" If ome Secretary's Dcpart­
mcnt-Policr::"-

Mr. SI?:ER (Sandrrntc): 2\Iy reason in call­
ing for this re sol uti on emanates from the 

[Ilon. IJ.1. J. Kirwan. 

papers laid on the table of the House a littlo 
wh1lr ag-o in connecriou 'vith a tnattcr whjch 
1 raised on that occa"'ion. A clo~u examina 
tion of thn;:.;e papl't'." rc,·cals a mo.-:.t c;...tra­
ordinnry po:-',ition. 1 Gm J;nt coLc;L'I'IHxl about 
anyth1ug which took pL1ce lwtv.£'ell ono 
per~Dn nnd nnotllf r ; 1nit there arl· 
aspcct':3 of thc-c,c reports \Yhich arc 
certainly n1ost and ne:~d to bc-
brought under tilL' notice ot thi'3 llou~c. 

The 111ain question to which I wish to 
ndclrc's lllysolf is that pori ion of the police, 
rPports in C(dlilcetion '·ith the alleged ruai 
practice~ iu connt'',·tion with cl'rtain pu·­
sclection ballots, \\heroin it i> stated that, 
after considcrnble inve:;;tigation. thDJ hav~ 
co1ne to a dead-end because certain inforn1a­
tion will not be handed over lo them. lt ie 
hom that angle that I ,-ish to discuss the 
matter. 

Let me first quietly analvso what thost' 
paper.' showed. J.n tire l1rst ·plno~, evidently 
tho GovPrrnneut \Yere of opinion after the 
statcrneni I n1adc that there \Vas some ground 
for inquir:y. becnuso the~ acted 1nust 
promptly. .\ccording to the papers laid on 
the table, investigations were made at <: 
o'clock that rnorui11g \\·ith a \'iew to prest~nt­
ing an urgent rep-ort to the l\I!ni~~ter the 
following rnorning. Tlwt :-;ho\YS that the 
pl'ornpb.'st attention \Yas giYcn ilnnwdiate]y 
the ca::-.o was brought under the notice of tho 
Government. It is tnH' that there is a, 
certain arnount of con£ u::--ion in t~o state­
nlents, but cYidence \•vas given v.rhiCh estab­
lished the facl that t'lw bona-ficlc members 
of org-anisations who sigwd the affidavite. 
and· gave the evidence stood up to them and 
bcliend them to be true. When the police 
investigated the report fn.m the returning 
oHicer, thc·y n1adc one signihcant statcrnent~ 
that tl:-wr__. v:erc certnin irregularities which 
confirmed the basis of two charges >vhich T 
laid-one as to the number of union tickets 
that wet\:l uccd, and the other as to the mc•n 
concerned-showing conclu,ively that up to 
that stage R- fair amount of suspicion harl 
been created that then~ was son1cthing in th& 
charges made in my statement. Up to that 
point all is welL But there is this significant 
fact: Boar in mind that the main chargc 
was that a criminal offence had taken place 
on the part of some people in so far a& 
forg-er: had been perpetrated. The last link 
in the chain of the evidence was that the list 
which \\oulcl have proved that the'se men 
oomn.itted the offence complained of should 
be handed over. It is there the police broke 
do>vn. and this is a matter of vital impon­
ance to this Parliament and to this country. 

There are one or two things which the 
police dirl not do which. are worthy of notice; 
Amongot the papers and included in the 
original affidavits vvero statements to thlt 
C'ffr·ct that certain rrwn had been seen in a 
motor car belonging to a member of the­
Police Department. A subsequent report 
by the police discloses that the men were not 
cxaotlv of t;1e desirable character of men who 
should be associatPd with a detective in his 
motor car. It is most extraordinary that no 
statement was attach<•d to those papers from· 
the detective concerned. although that is most 
vital both to him and to the integrity of the 
police force generally. The question is also 
rno~t important, bf'cause the man who is 
most conoprned-the hPad of the g·ang-a man 
named Funnell-had been seen in the pre­
cincts of Parliament Hou .. e, and yet no­
report had been received from him. 
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The :'ECRET.mY FOR 1\li:\TS: \Yby use the 
\Vr;rd " gang "? 

Mr. SIZER: I use the worll "gang," 
vvh1ch wr~s al~o used bv the l10n. nwrnbcr for 
Ithaca. It is most cxtraordimnv that no 
statement was received frorn that nlan. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\11:\ES: He is a member 
of nry organisution. 

OrrosiTION l\IniBERS: Oh ! 

l\Ir. SIZER: \Vhen vou C'"Hni"e the career 
of that gentleman, he et'cms to be under a 
special liccn~e fron1 the GoYcrnmcnt. I-Ie is 
able io get concosslous in one way or another 
in a _most cxtraor,dinary rnanncr. During the 
prenous debate the hon. rneJ.lbcr for Ithan 
said that these men were boosting thl'm clvc< 
wtth the hope of getting certain thin~.. I 
maintain that they got those certain thiugs. 
Fnst of all, they got an exceptional advan­
tage from the Government so far as that 
R·rhvar-d-strQ0t stall is co11cerncd. 

The SPEAKEH: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to connect his remarks with the vote 
under discussion. 

Mr. SIZER: I am showing the things thctt 
the pobcc have not done; I arn rnakino· that 
point. That man has had a valuable c';,nces­
sion given hin1 at a rncrc bagatelle rental, 
which was obtained, not thrciigh the usual 
channels, and not through the department 
which usually controls these things. 

I think the papers re! a ting to that would bo 
most interesting, and should be tabled. He 
also seems to have received certain immunity 
111 conncctwn with a case tried by a judge 
of the Supreme Court. The power of this 
gentleman seems extraordinarv. \Vhen this 
case was brought under review ·b. the Labour 
organisations through the "Government 
although the judge conferred a sentence of 
five years, the n1an concerned was released 
within eighteen months of his conviction. The 
Jt;dgc commented on the fact that the con­
vwtcd rnan was in association with the gentle­
man at the. head of this gang. and, in view of 
the.Imrrmmty which he seems to have. we are 
et_lhtled to d:mand why this po\Yer has been 
given to thts gentleman. The rrcntleman 
concerned in this matter was act~a.lly -seen 
operatmg 111 the case which I mentioned. 
He play0d a very_ important part in connec­
tion w_1t~ a previous prc~election plebiscite, 
and tins IS corroborated by the hon. member 
for Ithaca. Surely thci'e is a distinct connec­
tion b~tween that gentleman and thF Govern­
ment 1n one way or anot·her through their 
org~msatwn ! He seems to be " the power 
behmd the throne." \Yhen this trouble comes 
ho is not even interrogated as to his action! 

Mr. HARTLEY: ·what right have the polire 
to interrogate him? " 

. Mr: SIZER: They had every rigJat, con­
~Idenng .that the Government sent out for 
mfon_natwn at 2 o'clock in the morning. 
The fust man the po!tce shou Id ha ye gone to 
was th~ head of the concern, but ~pparently 
the laet man they are going to is the head of 
t~e concern. vVhy was Mr. 1\Torrison, whose 
~tgnat_ure ;vas actually seen to be forged, not 
:nterv1_eweo? \Vhy has Mr. \Villeocks not been 
mterviewecl? JY1r. \Yillcecks sa~·s he wont to 
the b1llot-box JUst before it closed, and was 
told that he had voted, and he denied it. He 
":as shown \\'hat purported to be his own 
s!gnature, and, after he had written his own 
signature, th?v showed him t.ho comparison, 
and he \Yas gn·cn a Yote, provmg conclusivelv 
that impersonation had taken place. Fm:. 

gery conld have been proycJ if the 
lists ha cl been handed over to the 
These things are most important. 
extraordinary wh;- the police did not 
g-ate tlut portion of the charge. 

voting 
police. 
It is 

invcsti~ 

Xow wo come to the other stage-and I 
think this is the most serious point. They 
rnor('ed to 1nake inquiriC's from the official 
head of the Queenslan-d Central Executive, 
whirh happens to be the organisation control­
ling the Govcrnn1ent. 

The PnniiER: \Vhy say that somebody is 
controlling the Governrncnt ·r 

l\Ir. SIZER: I intend to de,·elop my case 
tLat th._, secrotar0· of the Queensland Central 
ExccutiYo wa, asked for the lisL< v:hich would 
ha,ve proved that forgery had been com­
l11ittPd or otherwise, and in regard to ,\hi eh 
1'lw poiicc had good grounds for suspicion. 
\Yhcn asked for the lists the secretary of the 
()uconshnd Central ExecutiYo refused to­
hand them over to the p~lic0, and the police 
state that the SPcrctar} even refused to allow 
them to look at them or to admit that ho 
had them in his possession. He said, " If 
I am c,ubpoenaed by the court, l will produce 
the lists if I have got them." 

1\Ir. H.\RTLEY: That is the right attitude· 
to adopt. He knows that he is a British 
citizen. 

:'\lr. SIZER: " If I havo got them" are 
vL·rY in1portant \\Ords. \Vhat is the inference 
to l1e dra\vn iron1 thcrn? 'l'hc inference 1s 
that thry \Yould not be there if they were 
'-'·ante-cl. The further inference which can 

be put on it is this: One of the 
[4 p.m.] grounds cm \Yhich the Queensland 

Ct•ntrnl Executive refuses to hand 
them OYer is that it intends to conduct the 
inquiry iL.>lf. H''"· can it conduct an inquiry 
\vithout those lists? Either the inquiry by 
t ho Qucr>nsland Central E '{ecuti ve will be a 
f'harn \Yithout tho c lists, or fc:r son1c reason 
i:. is tryillg to cya,dc the position by profe~sing 
to doubt whether there are any lists at alL 
That is a n1ost serious question, particularly 
in view of the fact that the secretary states 
that, after the Queensland Central Executive 
has considered the question, and if 1t 
thiuks there have been irregularities of a 
criu1inal nature, it will then consiJer tho 
question of handing them over to the police. 
\\'hat right has the Queensland Central Exe· 
cntiYc' to consider the compounding of a 
criminal offence? It has no right to consider 
it: it should assist in the administration of 
justice without demur. That body is another 
power behind the throne, apparently attempt­
ing to place itself above the law. 

The f'HEM!ER: I don't think -.-ou know any­
thing about it except what Talty has told you. 

1\!Ir. SIZER: I have not seen Mr. Taltv 
for over a week. The secretary of the 
Querensland Central Executive says that he 
will not hand over those lists until he i& 
instructed by his executive to do so. That 
is a most important matter. 

A GovEHN~IF.N'f ME>IBER: What right have· 
tlw police to adopt that attitude? 

1\fr. 8IZER: They have every right. 
Tlte SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. RIZER: The police have the right 
otherwise the Government would not hav~· 
placed the matter in their hands at 2 o'clock 
in thA t,nornin.g. Having gone that far, and 
the pohce bemg satisfied t.hat there is evi­
denc<' of a bona-fide case, they arc unable. 

Mr. Sizcr.] 
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to .get the last piece of evidence. The police 
then have to apply for a search warrant. 
Let me give 11 case in point. Assuming that 
a man on a wharf is suspected of doing some­
thing a.nd a report is made to the police, 
the police have information that there is 
sufficient evidence to get a search warrant 
and they immcdiatcl.i' get a search warrant 
and get possession of the evidence which is 
necessary to prove their case. Why has that 
not been done in this case ? 

The HoME RECRE'r.\RY: No information has 
been laid in this case. 

Mr. SIZER: I anticipated that the hon. 
gentleman would say that the reason that was 
not done was because no information had been 
laid. I have looked up the sections of the 
Criminal Code dealing with the question of 
search warrants. It is hid down that if the 
police are satisfied that they have rea~onable 
grounds to suspcllt that there are certain 
\_lo~:m.mcnts \Vhich can supply the necessary 
evidence to pwve a fraud, they can apply for 
a search \Varrant. There is sufiicicnt evidence 
in this case. 'fhcy can apply for a search 
warrant If they want to, but they have not 
done so. and wby is that"! I ask the hon. 
gentleman to say why : 

The HoME SECJ\ETAHY: Does not Talty think 
there is suflicient evidence? ~ 

Mr. SIZER: I am not oonccrned about 
him. I am seriously concerned on this point 
-that apparently for some reason best known 
to some people there is a studied attempt 
to smother this thing up. The secretary of 
the queensland Central Executive is refusing 
tu give mformation. One man-a scrutineer 
--refuses to give information. He says that 
he will not iden_tify anybody-not that he 
could not-showmg " stndied policy of 
:' hush "; and why? Because there is more 
m this than meets the eye on the surface. 

A GOVERNMENT MniRER: \Vhat do you 
say is the trouble? 

JY(r. SIZER_: I say that forgery has been 
gomg on behmd the organisation, and that 
the Government are reluctant to bring these 
people to justice. That is my case. 

The PREMIER: You arc not concerned about 
our_ organisation. Did you not go to the 
police about your own organisation? 

Mr. SIZER: That is not true, and. if 
the hon. gentleman will allow me to make 
a statement, I will do so. He knows that 
I am under a certain obligation to the 
Minister. His suggestion is incorrect. 

The PREMIER: Did you not tell the police 
about your own plebiscite? 

Mr. SIZER: I want to say, once and for 
all, that I have never been in ariy plebiscite. 
The statement upon which the hon. gcr,tle­
man bases his question is of such a nature­
! have seen it-that I can sav that tho facts 
arc so distorted that, although it comes from 
a very high official, if I were a Minister 
of the Crown I would not-I could not­
accept any report oYer the signature of that 
gentleman, because the facts as I know them 
are quite different. It is a statement onlv 
made aftflr three years-just out of his own 
~nind-and no reliance should be placed on 
lt. 

The PREMIER : The point is : IV as not tho 
attitude of the police there the same as 
here-that they woulJ not interfere ·1 

[Mr. s~zer. 

Mr. SIZER: They were not asked to iHtcr­
fero._ That suggestion is quite wrong. Noth­
mg 111 the nature of allogations was made. 

The PRE~IIER: There was no -interference. 

Mr. SIZER: There is no question of 
interference. They were never asked to 
interfere. The point I want to make most 
strongly is that the secretary of the Queens­
land Central ExecutiYe says that he cannot 
hand over thece lists. which it is claim"d 
conta.in incriminating cYirl£'ncc, berauso his 
cxecuti,·e will not allow him to do so or 
until they instruct him to do so. vVho' arc 
the cxccntive? According to the ,; Daily 
StandarJ " the-,- arc-Jim Riordan. Lr wis 
2IcDonald, "Billy" Demaine, Hon. \V. For­
g·an Smith, Hon. \V. McCormack. Hon. DaYo 
qledson, Joo Collings, l-Ion. John )ilullan, 
!.xoorgc Pollock, Dnrby Riordan, - l3ryan, 
J. Dash, M. P. Hynee, ,wd othcl's-twe:;tv­
two altogether. Surely the Pn,mier can see 
the grayity of the position! It seems to me 
that. when the Gow•rnmPnt, as a GO\ ern­
ment, se~ the police on the trail. and thr 
trail becomes hot, and the Government and 
the Queensland Central Executive refuse to 
hand o,,. r the evidence-that S<'cms to be the 
g-ra.-amcn of the charge-thcv should not let 
1-ho m_attcr rest t1H,rc. 11o1:c or less, it is 
C'Olnpounding a cri1no, or thcv arc beco1nj !~g 
accessoric' after the fact, wliich I cay is [, 
most extraordinary position. 

The PRE1IIER: Before the f-,ct. 

Mr. SIZER: After the fact.. It has been 
bmught to your notice, 

The PRE}IIER: Before the fact. The fact 
i< not preYed. 

. :\fr. SIZER: It is an extraordinary- posi­
tion, and shakes the very foundations of 
our government. Let me refer to the power 
of this Queensland Central Executive-and 
I am relying on the "Daily Staxcdard," 
which. when speaking on the question of a 
raihYay strike, made this significant remark-

" The p,ti<'mTlt to have a special meet­
ing of the Queensland Central Executive 
was frustrated by a majority of a com­
mittee of eight. which, it appears, has 
the right to reject, if it thinks fit, any 
requ0st that the executive should meet. 
Most workers have thus learned for the 
first time of the existence of such an 
inner junta." 

Is it a fair thing to ask whether this inner 
junta, of which the " Standard " speaks, met 
and refused to call the executive together to 
allow the lists to be handed over? That is 
very much to the point. That is where I 
say the gravamen of the charge 1s. 

The gravamen of the charge is that the 
Queensland Central Executive is the Govern­
ment-not constitutionally, but actually. 
That body is the ruling power with the 
Government. It has refused to hand over the 
lists, which arc the evidence for which the 
police are seeking; and in its refusal it is 
guilty of the betrayal of a great trust and 
i." undermining the administration of justice 
of this State. I say that frankly, because it 
is of vi tal importance. 

I would stress the action that was taken in 
Lhe House of Commons when a charge was 
made against the police force on a recent 
occasion, when, without any demur, the 
Home Secretary ordered a full inquiry in 
the interests of the public, point.ing out most 
distinctly that it was vital in the interests 
of the community that the stability arid 
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good name of the police should be safe· 
guarded, and that the public should be 
reassured on the question of the adminis­
tration of justice from the head of the 
department. .\n inquiry took place. A 
further inquiry is now being held. Surely 
it must be apparent to every hon. member 
of this House that an inquiry was held into 
the administration of justice in England 
on a somewhat similar issue ! Surely it is of 
vital importance that an inquiry should be 
held into this business ! After all, who is 
being sheltered? Why will the Queensland 
Central Executive not hand over the 
evidence? If there is nothing wrong, then 
the whole thing would end with the produc­
tion of the lists and there would be nothing 
more heard of it. Who is being sheltered? 
Men who are not of the most desirable 
ch1uacter, whether they hold the political 
views of one side or the other. It shows 
this point, and this is the point that I stress : 
At the very fountain-head of the Labour 
organisation dealing- with pre-election ballots. 
where the most influence can be used and 
where it can have some effect upon the con­
stitution of this House so far as it affects 
the party opposite, we find the dominating 
power coming from a most undesirable 
element. That evidence is brought before 
the powers that be with the object of 
securing a conviction for a breach of the 
laws of this State. but no action is taken 
by the Government, who really constitute 
the Queensland Central Executive. This is 
a crime of the gravest nature, and one that 
cannot be allowed to reLL I was quite 
prepared to oYCrlook the other small issues 
as of no concern; but this is an issue of 
paramount importance, and I would be 
lacking in my duty-as would n,nyone else­
who did not bring this matter before the 
House. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Actuated by a stern sense 
of duty! (Laughter.) 

Mr. SIZER: I am dealing with the matter 
in a much fairer way than the Premier dealt 
with a certain man named O'Brien. He 
dragged the record of that man right 
through this House. I do not intend to 
raise those questions. 

The PREMIER: I intend to speak on this 
matter. 

Mr. SIZER : I certainly hope you do. 
The PRE:UIER : It will not be you with 

whom I shall deal, but the Opposition. 

Mr. SIZER: I care not what the hon. 
gentleman intends to say. He will not be 
able to prove any charges of forgery against 
this side of the House. 

The PREMIER: I will proYe bribery. 

Mr. SIZER: That is a different crime-­
The PRE11IER: Bribery ! Bribery l 
Mr. T.\YLOR: Cut it out! 
The PREMIER: Ask the hon. member for 

Sandgate to cut it out. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. SIZER: I have no desire to bring 
in the other element. I have kept that out. 
I am dealing with the matter on the highest 
possibk phwe. Personal abuse will make 
no difference to me in this case. Hon. 
members opposite can vilify me as they like; 
I am not cmccerned about that. I view the 
matter os being of the gravest importance. 
I have instanced a connecting link in this 

1928-5 c 

case showing where men have received pre­
ferment from the Crown. The police have 
repeatedly asked for the essential evidence, 
but it has been withheld by the Queensland 
Central ExccutiYc, which dominates certain 
nwmbcr-- of this House. 

The HOME SECRET.IRY : You are guilty of 
tedious repetition. 

The SPEAKEH: Order ! 
Mr. KELSO: You don't know what tedious­

repetition is. 

The SPEAKEH: Order! 
Mr. SIZER: It is no use getting away from 

the gravamen of the charge. 
The HoMJ; SECRETUlY: You have not been 

near it yet. 

" Mr. SlZER: According to the press of 
Saturday last, a meeting of the Queensland 
Central Executive was held within the pre­
cincts of this Honse. 

The SPEAKEH: Order! I have allowed' 
the hon member considerable latitude. 

'The PRE!I[]ER: You will have to allow ih 
to ns, too. 

Mr. KERR: What have you got to do with 
it? You are not the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I have allowed• 
the hon. member for Sandgate considerabla 
latitude, because this charge involves me t<> 
a certain extent; bnt I am not going to allow 
the hon. member to proceed on the lines on 
which he is now proceeding. He must keep· 
to the vote under discussion. 

Mr. SIZER: I only want to make this 
plain, and I shall be perfectly frank-that my 
charge will be quite fairly made. The 
Queensland Central Executive held a meeting 
within the prPcincts of this House to deali 
with matters concerning their organisation, 
which proves very clearly that the Govern­
ment apparently control that body. If you 
rule me out of order, Mr. Speaker, I will 
not proceed on those lines. 

The SPEAKER: Similar meetings have· 
been held within the precincts of the House· 
by members of the Opposition. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Not by the party organisa­
tion. 

1\fr. SIZER: I just wanted to make that 
point, and I will not proceed on those lines· 
auy further. '!'here is not much need for me 
to say a gyeat deal more beyond this point 
which I wish to make, and make strongly­
that we have a great tradition in onr public· 
life to live up to. It is very essential for tho 
very life of this Government and the peopl& 
tl->at our public life generally should be clean. 
\Yhen we have charges such as these made 
which strike at the verv foundation of our­
public life, then it is time something was 
done in the interests of the public. I would 
-nsk the Premier certain (lUe,stions. First. of 
all. why wore the police started on the trail, 
and then, when they began to get too hot, 
why were they stopped? Why are the police 
compelled to report that they can get no fnr­
ther \\ith these im-i"stig-ations? Is it the· 
intention o£ the head of the police to give 
inctructions for the confiscation or the secur­
ing- of those lists in order that it can be 
seen whether the:; sustain these charges? I 
ask a,lso that the fullest information should 
be given and action be taken agaimc those 
people who seem to be getting preferment 

Mr. Sizer.j 
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from the Government who seem so anxious 
to shield them. ' 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop· 
ford, Mount M organ): The hon. member has 
accompanied his request for information with 
so much talk that it is hard to know what 
ho wants. 

Mr. KERH: It is time you did know what 
l1e wants. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I have heard 
him repeat himself eighteen or twenty times: 
" Why were the police· put on the trail?" 
"vVhy did we stop them?" "Why don't 
the pohce take certain action to obtain 
<Certain documents?" If you cut out every­
thing else, apart from the attitude the hon. 
membe: adopts in this case, we have only eo 
.deal with those three questions. In the first 
place, Mr. Talty and a number of hie. asso­
<Ciates, who are criminals and very unfavour­
ably known to the police--

Mr. W. CooPER: The hon. member for 
:Sandgate is associated with them. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He is their 
mouthpiece here. 

Mr. KERR: You know that is not true. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 

The HOME SECRETARY: I can infer 
what I like from the hon. member's remarks. 
I say that :' certain statement which was 
made regardmg the plebiscite referred to was 
based on the statements of a number of 
"·crooks." 

Mr. KERR: You said the hon. member 
for Sandgate was their mouthpiece. 

Tte HOME SECRETARY: I said he was 
associated with them. 

Mr. KERR: He is not. You withdraw that. 
. The HOME SECRETARY: He is an asso­

ciate of an associate. 
After the case was raised in this Chamber 

a man came to me and laid charges about 
the hon. member for Sandgate that I would 
not repeat here because I do not b£>lieve 
th_ey are true. I am in the same position 
wrth the hon. member for Sandgate in regard 
to :what h":s been said in my office as the 
police are m regard to the charge made bv 
Mr. Talty .. They do not believe, and have 
proved that they do not believe, the state­
n\.ents :nade by ~l~e associate, of Mr. Talty. 
What Is the positiOn? Mr. Taltv could not 
even t ~·ust the hon. member, ail.d did not 
trust hnn, as I shall prove. On 2nd October 
Mr. Talty made certain definite charges to 
the, 9ueensland Central Executive. the con­
trotlmg _body that had conducted the plebis­
cite, askmg, as he had a perfect right to ask 
that . a full investigation should be mad~ 
mto the charges he had levelled. Mr. Talty 
waited one day, and on 3rd October he 
repeated his charges .. ,,·it.hou~ producing the 
documents, to the po!rce .force of Queensland, 
whose secreta:y he Is. Two or three days 
afterwards, without even trusting the police, 
he dug up the only m£>mber of Parliament 
who would accept a brief of that description. 

GovERNMENT ME>IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The HO::YIE SECRETARY: He ga.-e him 

sworn 'tatements of convicted criminals 
h!Ch he had not given to the police. It 

was Mr. Talty __ who started the inquiry so 
f>u as the police are concerned, and the 
police, pursuing their ordinarv methods in 
obtaining evidencg from well:known crimi­
nals, recognised that they had to take the 

[Jlr. Sizer. 

e,-iclencc of the honest section of the com· 
1nunity before any publicity was given to 
the evidence of convicted criminals. They 
considered that it would be wise to leave 
Ryan and Billi<~gton's examination until they 
had checked their statements knowing their 
characters and how worthless their word was. 
They mii'ht then obtain from Ryan and 
Billington a statement of a truthful character. 
Mr. Talty, by giving the hon. member his 
case. destroyed the work of the police, and 
they were compelled to act quickly and 
obtain statements before the newspaper 
reports reached these criminals. They had to 
worl< quirkly, and do it that night. That was 
why they started that night to obtain it, be· 
cause, if the newspapers came out next morn­
ing, both of the criminals would have been in 
'' ~n1oke '' 'vheu tho police went for thtm. 
\Vhat did we obtain? \Ye obtain.'d one 
statement from Mr. Ta.!ty, :md wo obtaine-l 
one otatcmcnt from a convicted criminal­
a recognised liar. r2xned Ryan. Bili!ngt·::-n 
neyer gave a statemtmt. The state~Ylont wn:; 
made by Mr. Talty that a man named King, 
in conjunction with other men whom he 
described as political a:5sassins. ·wa~ engaged 
for certain purposes. The police culleJ at 
King's house, but he was not hon1e. He 
came in next morning with a statement show· 
ing that he was engaged by the hon. member's 
client (Talty), and had been given £2 and 
two bottles of beer to work for him in the 
plebiscit.). 

Mr. BIZER: That does not worry me. 
Mr. CARTER: You have no sense of shame. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

The . HOME SECRETARY: The police 
themseh-es said they were up against a 
brick wall. First they are told that Ryan 
made ::t statement. They know Ryan's 
character. They are told that Billington 
will confirm certain information. and they 
know Billington's character. Billington will 
not confirm the information. They are tojd 
that King knows. King turns round and 
frankly admits that he did certain things 
and was paid by Mr. Talty for doing those 
things. 

I shall give \OU an idea of how Mr. Talty 
works. Immediatelv the. debate arose in the 
House the police kriew that, if thev were to 
prove their case, they would hav.; to work 
quickly. In the interview with the police 
Mr. Tally stated that, if they went over to 
a certain address at Kangaroo Point and 
inten·iewed l\Ir. Carbcrry, who was the 
presiding officer. they would get the infor­
mation required-the full lists and every­
thing else. Acting on the charge laid by 
Mr. 'ralty. the police went over and waited 
on Carberry. What was the result? Car· 
berry refused to give them the documents. 
'I'he•e people went to a meeting, at which 
l\1r. Talty was present, and passed a vote of 
censure on the police, which would be pre­
sented to me. because the police had gone 
to his private residence to make these 
inquiries. Mr. Talty sat at that meeting 
knowing that he himself had told the police 
to go to Carberry' s house; and he allowed 
that motion to be passed. After the House 
rose :VIr. Carberry met me, and I had to tell 
him the truth about the matter-that Mr. 
Talty "as responsible for the police going 
to h1s house. Yet Talty sat in that meetino­
and allowed that motion to be carried. o 

To get down to the crux of the whole 
position, the charge of the hon. member is 
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that the police have not taken out a warrant 
to raid the Queensland Central Executive 
building and obtain certain papers. The 
police are a responsible body of men who 
·owe a duty to the public, and the fact that 
they ha;·o not. done that proves that they 
are worthy of the ·confidence of the people 
-of Queensland. I will tell you why. They 
arc given a certain charge. I tell the hon. 
member that charges have been levelled 
against him as hon. member for Sandgate 
in my office-charges which I would not 
believe. If the police believed every idle 
rumour that cameo to them, they would be 
searching every home in Brisbane. \Vhat 
-do . they do? If you lay a charge to the 
pohc~, the,Y investigate that ch~rge, and, 1f 
the mves~Ig<;twn shows there Is a particle 
-of truth m It, they take out a warrant for 
any documents or any evidence that ~ay he 
in the pm session of anybody in the State· 
but they must first be satisfied that th~ 
·cha_rge shows there is justification for their 
actwn. There is no justification for any 
action in this case. The only sworn state­
.ment of any value was from a man named 
Ryan. Immediately the police saw him he 
gave an absolutely different statement from 
the one given by the hon. member for Sand­
gate. Billington gave a statement saying 
that he had not voted. Billington's word 
must be accepted until it is disproved. One 
·or two other people gave evidence or state­
m,ents that had no bearing on the case. 
What I wa~1t to tell the House is this­
that the pohce found they were up agaimt 
.a dead wall. They c~mld proceed no furt!wr, 
and t~ey were not gomg to use the machiP.f!!'Y 
of th1s State to demand certain document> 
<On the flimsy evidence they had. They went 
to Mr. Talty, who had laid the information 
and they pointed out. to Mr. Talty that they 
could not proceed with the case unless they 
had possession of those documents. Mr. 
Talty, as an ex-policeman, knew that he had 
the power to obtain those documents at anv 
moment. If you believe Mr. Carberry's 
statement, the documents were there for the 
perusal of any one of the four candidates 
and Mr. Talty had a perfect right to perus~ 
tho~e documents. He had a further right­
a nght he never exercised, althouo-h he was 
r~quested to do so by the police; "he had a 
nght to go before the court, secure a war­
l'a.nt. and tbe Queensland Central Executive 
would have had to give up those documents. 
But .he w~m!d have to take the responsibility 
of his actwn. He does not want to do that. 

[4.30 p.m.] 
An OPPOSITION J\'IEMBER · The police do 

that in most cases. . 

The ~0~1E SECRETARY: The police do 
not do It m most cases. The police investi­
ga t: a. case, and, if the evidence is sufficient 
to JU~tlfy .them, they do it. The police ~n v 
that m tlus case there is no evidence as fa'i­
as their inquiries have gone. TheY then say 
to Mr. Talty. "Do your duty~ Release 
those documents, and, if they bear out the 
statements you make, we will do our duty 
afterwards up to this point." 

Mr. SIZER: Re11:d Mr. Carberry's state­
ment on the question of t~ose lists. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Mr. Car­
berry's statement mer:ely means that dupli­
catwn took place, as It takes place in e.-eJ·v 
one of our e\ectorat~s. I get a duplication 
list from the returnmg officer, and ,o does 
the hon. member; but it is not crimimd. 

Duplication can take place ;n every dec· 
torate. 

Mr. SrzEH: Cat· berry proved that theTe 
'"''' double voting. 
. The HO :VIE SECRE'I>"\.RY: . I will give an 
mst;wco of double votmg wh1ch took plan 
itt my <>lcctorate. A man named Alexander 
McKclvie voted at a place called Red Hill. 
He took the first name on the roll, which 
was tha'u of his father, and one of them 
was credited with having voted twice. After 
the poll the returning officer wrote to me, 
and said that duplication had taken r:laee 
in connection with Alexander McKelvie. 
There was no double voting. however; there 
was one Alexander J'vicKelv1e who had not 
voted at all. What I want to sav is this: 
The hon. member states de!initely that the 
police have not made every effort in the 
direction of elucidating the charges made bv 
Mr. Talty. In reply I say that Mr. Taltv 
first made the charge. The Queensland 
Central Executive owe a duty to Mr. Talty, 
as it is making investigations. It is perfecttv 
justified in refusing anyone to enter into 
these investigations, because the same 11r. 
Talty would charge it with having hande.J 
over documents which are essential to prove 
his case when he comes before the Queens­
land Central Executive again. Not cont~mt 
with that, he hands the case to the police. 
Not waitin,g to give the police an opportumty 
to deal w1th the matter, althouo-h he is the 
secretary of their union and an ~x-policeman 
himself, he goes to the hon. member for 
Sandgate, and for the first time in the 
history of the ca.se gives a signed sworn 
statement from a criminal with a bad career. 
Immediately the police come along he falls 
down .on the job, and gives them ~ directly 
opposite statemon!. Everywher.e .they 1vem 
they were met w1th a contradiCtiOn of the 
facts set out by Talty. Then Talty asks 
the hon. member to come here and allege 
that the police did not exercise the power 
they ha-d-that is to rig up a warrant in 
this matter on the flimsy evidence they have 
in thfJir possession. 

Mr. SIZER: I have not seen Mr. Taltv 
since they passed the vote of confi-dence in 
him. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I believe thu 
hon. member, but thousands would not. The 
hon. member believes the police are a terrible 
set of fellows. He is not really as honest as 
Talty, because he never waited for a 
plebiscite. He is perfectly right in saying 
that he never fought a, plebiscite-he never 
waited for the plebiscite. He went to the 
police before nominations were called I can 
onl:y give the letter ha:r:oded to me · by the 
pohce. The letter which deals with his visit 
to the police, is dated 16th October, 1928. 

Mr. SIZER: That is two days after the 
report was made. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The letter 
reads-

" RE MR. SIZER AND SANDGATE NATIONALIST 
PLEBISCITE, 1926. 

" Sir,-I have the honour to reoort 
that some months previous _to the election 
of the current Parliament for Queensland 
Mr. Sizcr, the then sitting member for 
the Sandgate electorate, called upon me 
at the C. I. Branch, where I at the time 
"as second in charge and complained 
that he suspected the 'existence of some 
intrigue amongst his supposed supportl'rs 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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in connection with the plebiscite for 
selection of a Nationalist candidate for 
Sandgate, the object of such intrigue 
being to ' dump ' him by ' framing' an 
irregularity in the selection ballot." 

(Government laughter.) 
JYlr. SIZER : Every member of our party 

knows that that is not true. The officer who 
made thflt report is not stating the facts. 

The HOC\I[E SECRETARY: 
" Mr. Sizer produced some anonymous 

letters w hi eh had been written to certain 
members of his committee." 

Mr. SIZER: I can produce the letter. 

The HOME SECRETARY: 
" He suspected the letters, which cast 

aspersions on his charact8r, to be the pro­
duction of some of his 'supporters' "--

Funny supporters! (Laughter.)-
" and asked that secret inquiries be made 
so tbat he could expose their tactics at 
the next meeting. He declined, however, 
to hand over the letters. 

" After going into the matter, and 
cohsulting Sub-inspector Head, then in 
charge of the C.I. Branch, I informed Mr. 
Sizer that there was nothing in his com­
plamt to call for police action, but if 
he insisted that inquiries be made', I 
requested him to reduce his complaint' 
to writing and attach the anonymous 
letters and that, if he did that, the 
matter would be gone into. He, how­
ever did not act' on this suggestion, and I 
heard nothing further from him regarding 
his complaint. 

''I have the honour to be, 
"Sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 
" \V. H. LIPP, Sub-Inspector." 

Mr. S!ZER: I only want to say that it is a 
r.ure fake. 

The H0~1E SECRETARY: Mr. Talty is 
in th~ same position that the hon. member 
for S<tndgate was in. Had the hon. member 
given these letters and made a definite com­
plaint in writing against his alleged sup­
porters who wanted to " dump" him­
(Government laughter)-the police would 
have investigated the matter. I say to Talty 
that, if he will take out a warrant and put 
his name to it to-morrow and take the respon­
sibilit~·, then further inquiries will be mad<> 
by the police into the alleged malpractices 
anu we will get finality; but the police force 
o£ Queensland are not going to be used by 
Talty, the hon. member for Sandgate, or 
others to do something they are not prepared 
to >tand behind themselves. 

GovER!\;IIENT ::\IE;~~BERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. SIZER: I only want to say that the Lipp 

report is a fake. 

:".Ir. KERR (Enoggua): The Government 
tactics are wch that two days after a certain 
matter is mentioned in this Chamber thev 
go to the trouble, as the hon. member fo~· 
Sandgate has said, of faking a report' for 
the purpose of defeating a charge brought 
against thcm>elves. There seems to be no 
question at all that, so soon as this matter 
of plebiscite was raised, the Government 
went ro some pains to dig up what they call 
" muck" in Tegard to the hon. member who 
rightly brought this matter up. 

The PREMIER : I knew it all before. 

[Hon. J. Stopford. 

:;-.rr. KERR: The hon. gentleman can say 
so. It seems extraordinary that the polic<' 
should lend themselves to such a fake as this. 
I am absolutely astounded at them. The 
Home Secretary has tried to raise an Aunt 
Sally by saying that the · Opposition were· 
attacking the police. 

Mr. C. J. RYAl'i: You are the Aunt Sally 
of this House. 

Mr. KERR : It is one the hon. membH 
can't hit, anyhow. lt' is not a question at all 
of attacking the police. It is all very fino 
to try to turn the tables, as it were, like that 
by saying that an attack has been made on: 
what I call the finest body of men possibly 
in that category in Australia. (Government 
laughter.) This is our point-that the police 
reported to the Commissioner that they had 
reached a certain stage in their investigations· 
and they could go no further. 

A GovERl'iMENT MEl>lBER: Because Talty 
would not let them. 

Mr. KERR: It is not a question of whether 
Talty would let them. It was a question of 
whether the Government would let them. 
That is why we say that this is a definite 
charge to which the Government have to· 
replv. It is not a question of whether Talty 
is going to supply this information; it is a 
question of whether the Government are going 
to permit the police to complete the investi­
gation on which they have started. 

I make this charge delibera telv-that the 
Government have not carried out their duty 
by not permitting the police 0£ Queens!ami 
to carry their investigations to finality. It 
is all ·~u!'y well for the Home Secretary i·> 
make statements that are only half-truths. 

The presiding officer, Mr. Carberry, re­
pmted to the police that there were three 
irregularities which required investigation. 
lie t-':Lid·-

" 'fhrough a search of my official sheets 
I have been able to ascertain that Aus­
tralian 'Workers' Union tickets Nos. 1176 
and 1177 were used to vote at two booths; 
also one Billington voted at two booths 
on waterside worker's medal 422." 

Whether Billington is a rogue or not has 
ncthing to do with th·: matter. The return­
ing officer says that Dillington impersonaterl 
some other person or pPrsons. The> police 
visited Osborne who made an affidavit 
relating to the 'impersonation of Morrison. 
Osborne stated that everything contained in 
the affidavit v.as correct. 'l'he police say 
that Osborne is a man of goocl ch<Lntcter. 
You will remember that this affid,n<t stateJ 
thnt ho actuallv sa\V J\lon·ison's eignatu:·0 
forged in the presence of Talty. lie aetually 
saw all th" m0n-the Funnels. King, and 
others-in a motor car with rolls spr~ad out 
before them. O'borne is a man of good 
character. Attewcll knows very well that 
someone impersonated him. He was ques­
tioned on the matter and he confirmed it. 
Throno-hout the pie~c the police s<Ocurecl 
eviden~·c to indicate ihat forgery did occur. 
Tho question is whether we arc satisfied or 
not that forgery has occunccl. The police, 
by their investigation, proved up to the .hllt 
tl.at fcygc·r-:· had occurred, and forgery 1s a 
Lrime in this State. The police endeavoured 
to carrv the matter further. and reached 
the poi1it when they required the necessan 
rolis. but th,-, Queensland Central ExocutJve 
C:eclined to giYe th2m up. In ordinary 
cirC'tunsta.Lces, if t.he police received informa­
tiOn that certain property had been stolen, 
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·( l:ey would proceed to n police mag-istrate 
and swear an information thal· to the best 
of their belief. a certain crime had been 
committed. The police magistrate would 
then issue a search warrant. Action does 
not emanate from the informttnt. 1t is on 
the applir 1tion of the police that a search 
wanant is issued. ·what is to prevent the 
police on this occasion asking a police magis­
trate to issue a search warrant? The ret~rn­
ing officer has giYen sufficient proof that 
certain matters require investigation. There 
are statements hv reliable witnesses that 
forgery has occun:ed. Is it a fact that the 
GGYernrncnt haYe nipped thr~,e inquiries in 
ihc bud? It appears to be that tlwv ha Ye 
done so. The Pren1ier i"' the acting chairn1an 
·vf the Queensland Central Executive. 

The PREMIER: No. 

::\Ir KERH: I accept the ass m ance of the 
itou. gentlen1an. IIovvevcr, he is a n1en1bcr. 

The PREmER: A humble member. 

::\lr. KERR: A ver:' humble member ~ It 
1s the first time that the hon. g<'ntleman 
has ever been humble. (Laughter.) Those 
charges should be pu!'Slwd, b,ocau;;c the papers 
haw' boon laid on the table of this House. 
•nd. as the matter has become a matter foi· 
this. Home, it is a matter for this Homo to 
continue the investigations. Have the police 
tll'On stopped in their inYostiga.tio11s of thi" 
matter? The police hnve definitely reported 
to the Go\·crnment, throln!-h thPir Connni~~ 
sioner, that they eRn go ;lo furthn. The 
Queensland Centml Execnti,-e unquestionably 
should be compelled to produce the,J papers, 
because the evidence \Ve luwo here is suffi­
cient to warrant such action. It is an injus­
tice to the police to prevent these papers 
from being produced. It is an injustice to 
the police. The poli~e are not looking at 
the question from the point of view that 
they \Vant to stop investigations. Their 
honour is at stake, and thPy unquestionably 
want to continue the inn•stigations. The 
Premier and his colleagnP", who constitute 
a largo section of the Queensland Central 
E_x:ecutiYe, rnu~t ha:e s?me reason for stop~ 
pmg further mvestJgatJOns from going on. 
If forgery has been committed, as it has 
been proved to have been committed in this 
statement, the GoYernment should dear their 
honour and integrity in the mcttt0r, whether 
the statement is right or wrong. lt does 
not re't with Taltv for any information to 
he laid. He has iodged a' complaint which 
has been proved right up to the hilt, and 
"hy should not a search warrant be given 
to the police to enable them to continue 
their investigations? An election is pending, 
and the cleaner we can lnwo politics in 
Queensland the better. 

::llr. WEIR: Will vou start. with the Toom­
bul plebiscite? (Opposition interjections.) 

Mr. KERR: The Gov0rnment are capable 
·of attempting to ,idetrack cwry issue. 'The 
issue here is clear and definite, and iu is 
110 use the Government attemptino- to side­
track it. It is always good policy ~to accuse 
the other man and to make the attack first. 
The Government have been sidetracking this 
is·me ever since it has been raised. The 
Home Secretary has a personal bias ag·ainst 
a gentleman connected with this matter. 

Mr. FARRELL: Did you say "gentleman"? 

::I'Ir. KERR: This question involve.o a 
bigger issue than one between th" Home 
Secretary and Talty. The politics of Queens-

land have to be kept as clean as it is pos­
sible to keep them. (Governm<'nt laughter.) 
Once a matter comes before this House. it 
is no longer the property of any indiYiclual, 
and once it is the property of any Govern­
ment it becomes the property of the country. 
This matter, therefore, has be "omo the pro­
pert:: of the cou11try, and the Go\'ernmcnt, 
although in other c.tses they clld not investi­
g-ate them, should at !cast takE' this in hand 
and give the police eYery possible assistance. 
l hope something will be done in the matter. 

Th<> PHE:\HER (Hon. IV. :McGormack, 
Cairns): The hon. merr1bcr for s~ndgate and 
other speakers on the otlwr side haYe seen 
fit to draw the Government into the con­
trovers,, and, as they then proc<'cded to 
build np a cusc ag-ainst tlw honesty and 
integrity of the Govcrntnent, it might be as 
well if I, as head of the GoYermnent, said a 
few words. 

GoVERNl\IENT ME,IBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PRE:\.riER: It is an extraordinary 
thing to find n1en1berd of a politic1.l party 
acclain1ing thernseb:es to be so concerned with 
respect to the integrity and honour of Par!ia­
lncnt and raising this question about a 
pleblscitn who themselvr-; ,'ere so recently 
>t>·;ociated with an attempt to bribe a member 
of this Parli>ement. 

:.J.1r. TAYLOR: \Vc neyer ,vr-re associated 
with that. 

::\lr. lVJonGAN: It is a deliberate !i0. (Oppo-
sition interjection.) 

The SPEAKER: Order 1 

l\Tr, TAYLOR: 1 rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

The PREMIER: I am going to connect 
up n1y ren1arks tvith 1 bis matter Yrhich ha.s 
been raised in discussion. 

The SPEAKER: Ordf'r ' The hon. mem­
ber for Murilla knows that it is unparlia­
mentarv to sav that the statement of another 
hon. member .is a deliberate lie. He must 
withdra,\'. 

Mr. MORGAN: I sav it is a deliberate lie, 
and no man kno" s- that better than the 
Premier. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member knows 
that the ren1ark is unparliarnentary 

Mr. 1\IoRGAN: I know I shall have to V'ith­
dra\Y, but I do so Yery reluctantly. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I also rise to a point of order, 
and ask that the Premier withdraw the state­
ment that we were associated with any 
bribery, 

OPPOSITION ME,IBERS: H0ar, he.ar! 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon mem 
her for \Vindsor must know that a wider 
latitude is allowed in referring to a party 
than in referring to an individual member 
of the House. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The Premi.r knows that his 
staten1ent is untrue. 

The PREMIER: Let me say at the out­
set that I am not going to include the hon. 
member personally in any wrongdoing. 

Mr. ED'IVARDS: Whom are you putting it 
on? 

The PREMIER: The hon. member for 
Randgate has questioned the honour and 
integrity of the Government. May I not 
be allowed to reply? It comes badly from 

Hon. W. lllcCormack.] 
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a member of a party-and I am not saying 
that he was associated with it-who were 
aseociatcd with an attempt to corrupt and 
bribe a member of this Chamber. 

Mr. ::\I oRGAN: That was never proved; it 
is not true. 

The PREMIER : Why I refer to it is 
this--

The SPEAKER: Order! 

The PREMIER : I am going to connect 
it up-not by digging up the bribery charge 
at all, but by dealing with it as applied to 
the police in dealing with a similar set o£ 
circumstancrs to those outlined by the hon. 
member. That is why I raise this question. 
The hon. member knows nothing about it. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Nothing at all. It was never 
proved either. You might have given the 
money yourself. 

Mr. TAYLOR: \Ye had nothing to do with 
it. 

_The PREMIER: Individually, I know you 
d1d not. 

:VIr. TAYLOR: Or collectively either. 

The PREMIER : Hon. members opposite 
sit quietly by and allow a member of their 
party to accuse the Government of dishonesty 
and wrongdoing. and, when I mention that 
people closely associated with their party 
were guilty of bribery--

J'.fr. .:\IoRGAN: They w<?re not guilty of 
bribery. 

Mr. \VEIR: You found the "dough." 
Mr. :VIoRGAN: Theodore admitted it him· 

self. 

::Ylr. KERR: Why did he bring it before the 
court? 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
The PRE~.HER : As the hon. member has 

invited me to do it, I will give him some 
information. It is, pe1·haps, apropos that 
it should come to the public at this particular 
juncture, because I am not wholly ignorant 
of the bribery case. I was Home Secretary 
at the time, and I know a lot about it. I 
did not rise to discuss the bribery ~ase · it 
has already been dealt with. The court~ of 
our land found that bribery was attempted; 
this Parliament confiscated the money; and 
the men who were concerned in offerm~ the 
money paid the penalty. "' 

Mr. MORGAN: They did not prove where 
the money came from. 

The PREMIER: That is what I am going 
to deal with. In that case, certain gentle­
men-or men-who were concerned with the 
defeat of this partv and the traMferment of 
the Opposition to the Treasury benches, 
found a large sum of money, and ~anded it 
over to two men who were thmr " stool 
pigeons," to bribe a member of this House. 
That is the truth, which 110 one can gain­
say. Had we adopted the suggestion of the 
hon. member and abused the power reposed 
in us as a Government, we could have taken 
certain action to inYcstigate certain sources 
from which that money might have come. 

:\Ir. fliZER: You should have done it. 

The PREMIER: Why did we not do it!' 
JI/Ir. S!ZER: I don't know. 

The PREMIER: Because the men who 
supplied us with the information were, like 

[Hon. W. il1cCormack. 

'I'alty, not prepared to sign a statement to 
that effect and take the responsibility. They 
were not prepared to do that. There was 
a man prepared to make a statement that, 
if wo would take certain action-if we could 
go to the oflice of a certain organisation­
we could find out the exact amount of money 
that was paid ·to a member of this party 
to go to the other side of the House. 

Mr. G. P. B.mNES: That is too thin for 
anything. 

The PREMIER : That was stated. The 
man who said that that was true, like Talty, 
was not prepared to face the music, and we, 
of cottrbe, were not prepared-nor are we· 
prepared to-day-to go into the private 
affairs of that organisation merely on the 
" say-so" of somebody. It was all to the· 
benefit of the man who was accused; but 
wo did not feel, as a Government-nor did' 
the police feel-that they were justified in 
going into the private affairs of an organisa­
tion Lmless the man who was prepared to· 
make the charge was prepared to stand up 
to that charge. It is the same in regard to· 
this case. 

:VIr. TAYLOR: I do not believe that yotb 
belicYed it. 

The PREMIER: At that time we did not. 
Personally I gave them the benefit of the 
doubt. I did not believe it; but I certainly 
was not going to abuse my power unless th<3 
man who was prepared to be an informer 
would take the responsibility, and not th<' 
police. The same position exists to-day. 
Later on we found that somebody was pre­
pared to pay a large sum of money to bribe 
a member of this party to cross over and 
defeat the Government, which raised one's 
doubts about the original question. 

Mr. T.HLOR: It need not. 
The PREMIER : It may not. I am still 

prepared to give the hon. member the benefit 
of the doubt. -I nse that to show that a 
GoYemment with a majority of one could 
have been justified in taking such action, 
and could have made a good case out for 
taking such action, because a member of 
this party did go over to the other side. 
Even then we hesitated to abuse our powers 
unless the informer was prepared to t'l.ke. 
the re,ponsibility. 

Mr. EDWARDS: That is contemptible. 
The PREMIER: What is contemptibh? 
0PPOSITIO~ l'.1E:uBERS: Your statement. 

The PREMIER: Everything that scores is 
contemptiblP. I did not bring up this ques­
tion. The hon. member for Sandgate ha~ 
brought it up again and again, and I am 
going to defend my Government on evt>ry 
occas1on. 

GovERNMENT JliiEoiBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PRE:VHER: And, if in the defence 
of my GoYernmcnt I have to point out the 
historv and character of their accusers. then 
those ·accusers ought to sit quiet and not 
complain. 

:\Ir. ED\YAR!l~ : You arc prepared to do 
anything. 

The PREMIER: I am prepnrcd to answer 
the charge. 

:\Ir. LOGA1'< : 'Sho are the accusers? 

The PRE:VHER: In that particular case 
certain action was taken, and two men wer& 
convicted. 
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Mr. KERR: You went all round Queensland 
attacking our part~Y, which was quite \\Tong. 
(Government laughter.) 

The PREMIER: I ask the hon. member: 
In whose interests was the action taken? 
Who was going to gain as a result of a 
member going over to the other oarty? 
Those members of the Opposition, who, I 
know are wholly innocent of any associatio•l 
with the bribery case, must take their share 
of the responsibility of their party's action 
in the Brennan case. 

Mr. EDWARDS: He was promoted step by 
step. 

The PRE:YliER: If the basis of promotion 
to a position was that a member of this 
House should stand up to his obligations, 
then Brennan deserved his promotion. I 
do not hold that that is the basis of pr0-
motion, and never did; but, if you take his 
attitude--

Mr. CARTER: Ho was not bribed. 
[5 p.m.] 
The PRE::'dlER : He refused the bribe. 

To that extent, at all events, I think he 
deserved the commendation of everyone in 
this House. In this charge laid by the hon. 
member for Sandgate, knowingly or 
unknowingly, he has made a very serious 
and definite charge against the Government. 
The hon. member may not believe that it is 
serious. It must be serious, or I would not 
have risen in my place at all. I regard it 
as very serious. 

Mr. SrzER : I think it is serious. 

The PREMIER : It is serious, and I think 
I have shown that in a much more serious 
case we did 11ot take the action the hon. 
member suggests. 

Mr. SrzER: I think you neglected your 
duty then. 

The PREMIER : That was for the reasons 
I have given to the House. 

l\Ir. EDWARDS: The political smoke screen 
is put up by yourself. 

The PREMIER: Does anyone believe that 
someone on this side put up £3,000 or £4,000 
in order to confiscate it? \Vho are the people 
who objected to the confiscation? The 
Opposition. (Opposition interruptions.) The 
cases are identical. The charge made by the 
hon. members is not sustained. The Govern­
ment, as a Government, have nothing what­
ever to do with plebiscites. At the initia­
tion of this plebiscite business the hon. 
member asked me for a commrssron of 
inquiry. I politely told him that I did not 
regard the que;tion of plebiscites as a matter 
that affected the integrity or honour of 
Parliament. Tho ban. member's own party 
newspapers suoported me in that attitude, 
and I still hold that it is the correct attitude 
to adopt. =-row the hon. member accuses the 
Government of manipulating the police 
force-of an attempt to prevent justice being 
carried out-and heaps all sorts of ridicule 
upon the Government because of some diffi­
culty that 'I'alty has had in connection with 
a plebiscite. 

There is no need for me to deal with that 
aspect of the case. The Home Secretary 
very fully and convincingly g-ave the facts 
of the case to the House. I rose-and I 
ahvn?s will rise-when charges are 1nade 
against the Government of wrongdoing or 
dishon..our. I I"CS8 first of, all to deny the 

charge, and then to explain to the public 
the characters of the originators of th.c 
charge, For that reason I make no apology 
to vou, Jlilr. Speaker, or to this House for 
quoting the famous bribery caEe. Hon. 
members opposite individually may not have 
been associated with the bribery case. but 
indiYidual members of the party opposite 
knew all about it before it was discovered. 

:Mr. MORGA'li: 'I'here is no evidence of that. 

The PREMIER: The then leader of the 
hon. member's party, the late member for 
Dalby, knew of it. He said at. the races­
that on a certain date we were gomg out of 
power. (Opposition interruption.) cr:his is­
the precious group that is concerned with the 
integrity of Parliament ! All through the, 
ages it is money power that has attempted 
to corrupt Parliaments., 

:Mr. EDWARD1o: You are a moneyed man' 
yourself. 

The PRE:YliER: The hon. member wants 
to be insulting. He finds he has no ca;se, 
and becomes insulting. I am not insultmg 
the hon. member. The verdict of a court 
was that an attempt to bribe was made by 
his own party, and that money was put ;:tP· 
to bribe members of this party to vat£ with 
them. 

Mr. MORGAN: Xot by this party. 

The PREMIER: I sav it ill becomes mem­
bers like the hon. member for Sandgate, 
to set themselves up as Simon Pures in these 
matters. Above all hon. members, the hon. 
member should recognise that he is no better 
and has no higher standard than any other 
hon. member of this Chamber, and that he­
has no claim to get on his ~eet aJ?d say that 
he is concerned about the mtegrrty of Par­
liament. 

Mr. MORGAN: Of course he is. 

The PREMIER : Well, he has got p<;><Jr 
support from his pa;rty. _If the OppositiOn 
partv believe in this attitude of hrs, why 
has not the Leader of the Opposition taken 
up his case? Why have o!her member~ of 
his party sat back and listened to hrm? 
My own personal opinion is th_at the h?n •. 
member is onlv concerned wrth makmg 
political capital:_(Oppos~tion dissent)-that 
he is only concerned wrth an attempt to 
create some ill-feeling for party purposes. 
I have no objection to that-none whateyer. 
It is politics, and, if the hon. member hk!ls 
to do it he mav; but, when he drags m 
the Gov~rnment's name, he is on different 
urounds altogether. Of course, l happen to 
be a member of the Queensland Central 
Executive; but that does not convey _any­
thing, I very seldom attend the meetmgs. 
The Queensland Central Executive has con­
trol of our affairs, just the same as the 
Pxecutive of the Opposition has control of 
theirs. Their organisation executivo selects 
candidates. I think the Leader of the Oppo­
sition is a. member if it. All these things 
are done by political parties. It is no con­
cern of mine what the Leader of the Oppo­
sition does as ::Yfr. Mooro or as a member of 
the organisation's e-xecutive. and I do not 
think that anything I do as Mr. McCormack 
or as a member of the Queensland Central 
Executive is the conc''>"n of Mr. Moore. That 
i-; the attitude I take up on these questions. 
The hen. member is only trying to make 
political capital. I think he failed. He 
got a very g-ood dressing--down by the. Hon:e 
Secretary. There is nothing wrong w1th his 

Hon. W. McConnack.] 
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going to the Home Department in regard 
to his own affairs, but why does he start 
to shuffle now'! 

Mr. SIZER: I am not shuffling. 
point i• that I would not hand 
anonymous letters. 

The only 
over the 

The PRE;\HER: The hon. gentleman did 
go to the police. 

:\Ir. SIZER: That had nothing to do with 
election matters. 

The PREMIER : He did go to the police 
office. He went about damaging letters 
IYhich had been circulated about him. Quite 
right! I ha Ye no fault to find with him. 
It was a•sociatcd with his election. 

:!\lr. SEEH: It was not associated with my 
election. It had nothing to do with it. (Go­
verm:_nout laughter.) 

The PREMIER: I have no grievance 
against the hon. member because he went 
there. There is nothing wrong in doing that 
when somebody attempts to defame you. 
(Opposition interjections.) I cannot under­
stand the hon. member's insistence that he 
did not do this. 

Mr. SJzER: I did not do what the police 
allrg-e. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Every defendant tells the 
same story. (Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: Tho police refused to 
take ccrta.in action in regard to the matter. 

::VIr. SrzER: They were never asked in that 
matter. 

The PREMIER: If the hon. member had 
laid a charge and handed oyer the anony­
mous letters-~ 

Mr. SrzER: I onlv asked them to make a 
comparison of the two cignatures. 

The PREMIER: Why did the hen. mem­
·ber go there? He had forty minutes in which 
to tell us why he went there. 

Mr. SizER: I had taken an oath. and I did 
not break my oath. 

The PREMIER: I do not know why you 
want to evad6 it. 

Mr. SizER: You need not worrv · I am not 
•uncomfortable. " ' 

The PREMIER: You are at pains t'o make 
several spe~ches during my speech by way 
of explanatwn. 

Mr. S!ZER: I only want you to tell the 
·truth. 

The PREMIER : To suit ~-ou, I shall say 
that you went round-not on a plebiscite 

.matter. You wanted some action tdken. 
Mr. S!ZER : No. 

The PREMIER: Why did you go? 
Mr. SIZER: I went' to ask the police-­

The SPEAKER : Order t 

The . PREMIER : Were you making an 
after-dmner call? Do people wait on the 
Criminal Investigation Branch by way of 

·social diversion? Let me proceed. 

lVIr. EDWARDS: You ask a question, and 
then answer it yourself. 

The PREMIER: That is the proper way, 
.and the only way of allowing hen. members 
with the intelligence of the hen. member to 
follow an argument. Howeyer, the hon . 

.,gentleman went there. 
Mr. SrzER: You should--

[ Hon. W. illcCormack. 

The PRE~IIER : The police refused to 
handle this matter. and for the same reason 
i:lwy refused to handle this matter concerning 
Taltv. 

j\I;. SI7.ER : The policP W<:'re neyer asked. 
The statement bv the police is perfectly 
untrue, and the officer whv made th,at report 
i' not worthv of the confidence of any 
Government. ·The facts arc distorted. 

The PRE~1IER: There are two--
~Ir. STZER: Thev were distorted to suit the 

GoYcmmcnt. I say that deliberately. 

The PRE:HIER : The hon. member will 
not allo·.-, me to proceed. 

i'IIr. SrzER: You will not permit me to say 
what I want to ;,1y. 

The PREMIER: You had forty minutes 
in which to make a speech. 

The SPEAKER: Order: 
:\Ir. MoRGAN: What you are stating ha> 

nothing to do with the case. 

The PREMIER : It has this to do with it: 
The hon. men1ber has made a charge againtlt 
the police that thev ·did not take action, by 
search wnrrant, to "compel somebody to hand 
over certain documents. The pollcc refused 
to do likewise in his own particular case. 

1\Ir. S!ZER: They 'vcrc never asked to do it. 

The SPEAKER: Order t 

The PREMIER: The hon. member for 
SandO'ate will not allow me to proceed. :Mr. 
Speal~or, I ask you to protect me from the 
hon. member. 

Mr. SrzER: You--

The SPEAKER: Order t 
The PRE~IIER : The case of the hon. 

member is similar to the case of Talty. If 
Taltv was agreeable to do certa~n things 
which he did not do, then the police would 
han> to im-cstigate both the Talty case and 
the Sizer case. 

:\lr. SrzER: Thf'l'e was no case for investi­
gation. I merely brought them an anonymous 
letter--

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. clrzER: And asked for a comparison 

of the signatures. 

The PREMIER: I am not dragging in the 
case of the hon. gentleman. 

J\Ir. SrzER : Oh, no. 

The SPK\KER: Order! 

The PRE:\HER: The hon. gentleman will 
not accept that. I do not wish particularly 
to deal with the hen. member personally. I 
am not concerned about him. He is only 
making political capital out of the position, 
which is permis,;ible. He sn,ys that he went 
to the Criminal Investigation Branch as a 
social caller. I am willing to leave it ~t 
that. I arn willing to leave it to the pu):>lw 
to belicYe that he went to the Cnmmal 
Inve·itia·ation Branch merely to call on Sub­
Inspect';:,r Lipp in a so?!al way,. ~nd I am 
willing t'o allow the pubnc to decwe whether 
Sub-Inspector Lipp invented those letters. 

Mr. SrzER: H•1 did invent that. 

The PRKHIER: I know other people who 
have seen them. 

Mr. SIZER: What? 
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The PREMIER: I do not blame the hon. 
gentleman for the action he took, but I do 
not know why he is trying to eya.dc it no\v. 

1\Ir. SrzER: I am not evading it now. 

Tho SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. SrzER: I was--
The SPEAKER : Order ! 

The PRE::\IlER: 1 shall get awrty from 
that sul•jcct, as it disturbs the hon. g-entlc­
rnan. 

:Jlr. SrzER: You have been most unfair 
about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You 
were very fair ! 

The SPEAKER: Order! If the hon. 
member for Sandga.te will not obey my call 
to order, there is only one thing for mo to do. 

GovERN1IEXT ThlEMBERS: Hear. hear! 

J\Ir. MORGAN: The Premier invited it. 

The PREMIER: I shall not dwell on the 
-subject any longer. I ro3e particularly to say 
that the Government, as a Government, have 
no knowledge of these things, and the Govern­
ment have not cast· upon them the responsi­
bility of forthwith investigating ever•· charge 
made by every person in the community. 

It is entirely a police fore.· job. Does 
anybody believe that we, '" a Go,·crnm<'nl', 
ba;-e any conception of the thousand-and-one 
matters that come before the police-of the 
<'hargcs that are !aiel and of the many 
~barges that arc im·estigatpd \Yhich ncYPr 
come befor<' Ministers? Tho hon. member 
'has inforred-deliberatelv inforrC'd·-that the 
Government arc conccn1cd in a deliberate 
>tttempt to try to cover np dishonest or 
o·iminal practices. That is what the hon. 
member has done, whether he m<'ans it or 
not. That is what he has done. and, if in 
doing so, he has brought some criticism upon 
'himself. then it is his own lookout. 'There 
is a proper authority to inve-stigate any 
charges arising out of a plebiscite. That 
authority has nothing to do with the Govern­
ment or with Parliament. If that authority 
is satisfied that wrong practices hayo 
occurred in connection with any plebiscite 
held under its aegis, it can immediately 
-cancel the plebiscite and ordc<r a new plebis­
cite to be held. 

Mr. SIZER: I am !lot worrying about that. 

The PREMIER: That has been done quite 
recently. 

Mr. SIZER: The question is forgery. 

The PREMIER: It has bE>cn done in all 
plebiscites. I belie1·e it has been done in 
plebiscites held by the Oppo>'ition. Officially 
it is not within the province of the Govern­
ment to interfere with those thing-s. If the 
_people concerned will lay the charge and 
sign an inforn1ation-that is the point-the 
police, without any interference. will do 
their duty in connection with "'eh charg-e. 
That is all I can sav as thE' head of the 
Government. The case does not warrant the 
importance given to it b_v the hon. member. 
If he had k,,pt to his political arg-ument, well 
and good-I would not have replied to him; 
'but. when he deliberately and maliciously 
states that the whole of this Government are 
-concerned in covering up forgery and cor-
-ruption, I am compelled to answer him, 
and I am compelled in doing so to investigate 
who is the party making the charges. 

GovERNMENT MDIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. ;i.100RE (.4 ubign;y): I had no inten­
tion of dealing with this matter until the 
Premiet· got up and endeavoured to cover 
up the neglect of duty on the part of either 
the police, the Government, or one of his 
depart1neuts, by making scnno ycry serious 
charges against hon. n1embers on this side 
of the House. He knows perfectly well that 
the n.t~In hers on this side had nothing what~ 
('YPl' to do wit ll th0 bribC'ry charge he lrlPll­

tiom•d. That has been admitted bv hon. 
members on tha.t side of the I-Ionsc, ,;arti,,u­
larly at the time by Mr. Theodore. It is no 
nse the Pr0n1ier working hi!11sclf into a fury 
and tr,·ing to fasten that on uc. 

The PREMIER: You would like us to forget 
it. 

?.fr. MOO RE: That does not m·tter to me. 
\Ye know that a judge tried tlw C>tsc, found 
two Jru?n guilty 7 and put then1 in gaol. We 
rtlso know that, after th<Lt, the Government 
brought in a special Act of Parliamcut for 
t~1c purpo ~o of confiscating t.ht~ tnoney. I 
havo not the faintc.,t jdea vv~here th2t n1oney 
caJllt._' fron1. 

The l'REo!IER: I have a better knowledge 
than you have. 

illr. 1\IOORE: Quite possibly the hon. 
gentleman had accbs to the results of investi­
gations which I did not have. 

The Pm:~IIER: Your leader knew about it. 

Mr. MOORE: No; I do not think for a 
moment that he did. I do not think that 
the statement he is alleged to hrwo mado on 
the racecourse had anything to do with the 
bribery case. It ''as quite commou property 
that a charge was likely. If he knew any­
thing about it, he kept it to himself, bt'cause 
I did not know anything about it. 

JYir. HAXLON: I understand you had your .. 
Cabiuet selected. 

Mr. MOORE: We have to recognise the 
seriousness of the position. The hon. member 
for Ithaca stated that a criminal gang was 
going about endeavouring to influence plebis­
cites. He said he knew that. He also stated 
that he had fought against it. We know 
from affidavits that have been made that 
t'his criminal gang is still in existence. We 
know that the Government, after statements 
were made in this House, set the police 
to im·ostigate tho charges, and that they 
went to this criminal gang and found out 
how far they had gone. There is no need 
for the hon. member to endeavour to cover 
up the delinquencies of his own party by 
going back five or six years. \V c are talking 
about a case to-day, and, if hon. members 
opposite are proud of their associates-a lot 
of criminals-they can be so. 

Mr. BRUCE: Are you proud of your bribing 
ami corrupting friends? 

The SPEAKER : Order ' 
Mr. MOORE: The police were asked by 

the Government to go and investigate this 
case. Thev knew that the honour of Parlia­
ment was "involved, as the fountain-hc,ad of 
Parliament is the selection of candidates for 
this Parliament. If there is a gang about 
who, the Home Secretary says, aro criminals, 
and \vho arc endeavourinp;-··-

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: And who 
are the informers of the hon. member for 
Sandgate. 

Mr. MOORE: Who are endeavouring to 
influence the selection of candidates for this 
Parliament, then it is a mo<·t serious matter. 

Mr. Moore.1 
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l\lr. FERRICKS: Members of >our party 
sought to influence the selection of a candi­
date for South Brisbane last time. They 
interviewed Garbutt to get him to withdraw. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. MOORE: If wa thought a man was 
not suitable, we would ask him to withdraw, 
but that is an entirely different propositi oh 
from men who are acknowledged by the 
Home Secretary to be criminals seeking to 
influence the selection of a member of this 
Parliament. That is >t serious matter. The 
Government recognise the seriousness of it, 
be~ause they instructed the police to investi­
gate it. The police did make some investi­
gations. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Aud they 
said that your informers were criminals who 
could not be relied on. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. g-entleman wan£s 
to get a way from the main facts of the 
case. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Thoso 
are the facts. 

Mr. MOORE: There were other indi­
viduals, too. There was also :!\1r. Osborne, 
who, so far as I know, is not a criminal. 
They knew that some of these men were 
criminals before they asked for the im·esti­
gation. I suppose they knew t.hem as much 
as the hon. member for Ithaca did before 
they ordered the investigation. They knew 
the clasa of people from whom they were 
going to ask for information. They con­
sidered there was forgery, and they wanted 
the last link in the chain to prove it. They 
went to the secretary of the Queensland 
Central Executive, who declines to give up 
the documents that wiil complete the chain 

4 0f evidence, that gentleman saying that he 
will give them up afterwards, if it is .con­
sidered that there is a criminal charge 
involved. That is a serious point. The 
police are asked to investigate the· matter, 
and they knew the character of these people 
before the Government asked them to investi­
gate it. It is no good trying to cloud the 
issue by bringing up personal matters relative 
to the hon. member for Sandgate. This is a 
most serious m a ttcr. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You 
practically sell votes for 2s. each. 

Mr. ::VIOORE: I do not think the remark 
is worthy of a reply. We know that men 
become members of an orgamsatJOn, but 
we do not compel them to become members. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The man 
"ith the most money can always wm. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. MOORE: I take a serious view of 
the whole position when a gang of men well 
known to the Government is known to be 
going about endeavouring to influence the 
selection of members of this Parliament. 
Then, when it comes to a qaestion of getting 
proof. the police are held up. It is not as 
though a charge had not been made. A 
sworn statement has been made by Mr. 
Talty. I have no illformation as to his 
reliability, but he has made a sworn state­
ment. The honour of this Parliament is at 
stake. and whatever hon. members oppcsite 
may think about it, when it it known that 
there is a gang of men who are prepared 
to sell their services to try to make selections 
or to influence the votes in some other way, 

[Mr. Morwf!. 

it is vibl that the honour of Parliament 
should be protected. If tho Government 
intended that it should, why did they not 
proceed with the investigation? I do not 
suppo'e tho police took this matter up on 
their own initiati·cc; they evidently got 
instructions from the Government. The 
Government knew exactly the position when 
the.v asked the police to investigate the 
matter, and, 1Yhen they want to get a chance 
of proving it, does not every hon. member 
think that the police should ha,·e every 
opportunity of proving whether the chaq:;es 
are right or wrong instead of allowmg 
the secretary of the org·anisation to say 
" we will dt'cide"? 

'.rhe SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTDRE: Do you 
seriouslv as,ert that the police have a right 
to make a search of anybody's premises on 
evidence given by a convicted criminal, who, 
later on, goes back on his own statement? 

Mr. j'dOORE: 1'hat was only one. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : It would 

be a misuse of power to do so. 

Mr. MOORE: In my opi~ion the_ secretary 
should have said " Here 1s the hst. Look 
at it. Go throu'gh it and see if there has 
been forgery or not." If that had been 
done the whole matter would have been 
clea/ed up, The position is most serious. 
\Vhen there is a charge against an 
individual or a set of individuals, and the 
police go to that organisation and say, "We· 
think there has been forgery. vV e want ~ 
see the list to convict the person who d1d 
it " I cannot understand that organisation. 
n~t saying, "Well, look at the list, and 
prove the charge or not." It may be a very 
useful way (o cover up the posi~ion. It may 
satisfy the Government, but 1t would not 
satisfy me. I cannot understand the Govern­
ment sitting down under the position to-day; 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Why did you 
allow Sleeman and Connolly to go to prison? 

Mr. MOORE: I know all about Connolly. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 

Mr. MOO RE: I look upon the police t?-~ay 
as being in a most unfortunate poruhon. 
They were asked to make investigations on 
the sworn statement of one of the candi­
dates at the plebiscite. 

Mr. CARTER: Talty would swear to any­
thing. 

Mr. rviOORE: That may be so. That is 
the position, and the police presumably, from 
my point of viP.w and from the Gover~ment's. 
point of view should endeavour to find out 
the truth and the only way in which they 
can find ~ut the truth is to get the last link 
in the chain. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl!LTURE: If some 
convicted criminal said that in your office 
vou had papers stolen from the Government, 
do you think that would justify the police in 
searching your office? 

Mr. MOORE: Not on one person's state­
ment. You have the statements of half a 
dozen persons, and also the statement of the 
returning officer. The easiest and t~E; be~t 
thing to do to clear np the whole position 1s 
for the organisation to say. " Here is the· 
list. Prove your case, or disprove it." If 
that were done the Government could go out 
and sav that c~rtain charges were made, and 
that .there is absolutely nothing in them. 
But, in order to cover it up, they say, "We· 
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are not going to give up the papers." That 
makes it vcrv a\\kward for the police. It 
leads people to beli~ve that th'' Government 
knew what 'vas gomg on, and know that 
this gang was endeavourir;g to influence the 
election of members of this House. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOuLTcRE : You want 
to give the police power to exercise tyranny. 

Mr. :\IOORE: The hon. gentleman knows 
better than that. The position is entirely a 
wrong one, and I take the gr_eat<:st exception 
to the innuendo of the" Premier m regard to 
the hon member for Normanby. It was 
absoluteiy uncalled for, and absolutely unfair. 
In an endeavour to cover up something affect­
ing his own side of the House in regard to 
neglect of duty he makes an innuendo that 
he has no carthiy chance of establishing. He 
was not game to bring in a direct charge, 
but contented himself with making an 
innuendo. If that is the way the business 
of Parliament is going to be conducted, it 
is time there was a new system. The whole 
principle is absolutely wrong. The Leader of 
the Government knows that he had the power 
to make the fullest investigation at the time, 
and he did not do it. He has waited for 
years, and now, in an endeavour t<? _defend 
himself against an unfortunate position, he 
makes a disgraceful charge against a.n hon. 
member on this side of the House. If that 
i> the sort of defence the Government are 
going to put up, it shows that there is_ a 
good deal in the charge when the Premier 
has to get down to that kind of thing. It 
i" absolutely disgraceful. I felt ashamed to 
sit here and be forced to listen to the sug­
gestion. The p;-esent position is_ quite 
unsatisfactory. 'Ihe Government, If they 
do not want to give a warrant to the police 
themselves should say to their organisation, 
" Clear u~ of this charge ! Show us the 
list! We shall then know where we are!" 

[5.30 p.m.} 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
A GovERNMENT MEMBER : Look at the way 

you treated Bob Shepherd. 

Mr. MOORE : There is nothing to be 
ashamed of with regard to Mr. Shepherd. 

The .'<PEAKER: Order ! If the hon. 
member does not obey my call to order, I 
shall have to ask him to resume his se.~t. 

:VIr. lVIOORE: I do not wish to labour the 
point. The position is absolutely unsatis­
factorv as it now stands, and I do not see 
how it can be left as it is. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLJC IXSTRUCTION: 
As a matter of fact, this Talty gang was 
at work long before the Maree plebiscite. 
That can be proved right up to the hilt. 

The SPEAKER. : Order ! 

!\lr. v100RE: That makes the matter all 
the worse. 

The SPEAKER: Order! l hope the hon. 
nwm her will not unduly prolong his present 
attitude. 

:\fr. MOORE: The interjection of the 
Secrchrv for Public Instruction shows that 
it io; lime the Government took definite 
action in this matter. I want to see the 
police given the opportunity to go right 
through with it-to. clear np the position, 
and -;ec t.hat there Is not going to be this 
undue ";nflucnce exercised outside. and that 
people are going to be properly elected to 

Parliament in this State. an? no~ interf_ered 
with by men who go round m tlns fashiOn. 

1\Ir. POLLOCK (Gr·cgor/1): It is time that 
the House and the public were told that 
this matter was not raised in a bona fide W?-Y 
for thC' protection of the honour of Pa~ha­
ment. The hon. member for Sandgate raised 
this question, and upon him is the responsi­
bility. ln my opinion he v~•as not concerned 
with the honour of Parliament when he 
raised it. His as>ertion that the police should 
be called upon to inquire into these alleged 
charges of forgery is not bO'lla fi<?-e. Eve_ry­
bodv knows the reason that this quest1~n 
was" raised-first, in Committee, and agam 
this afternoon-where your duty, Mr. 
Speaker, is being made very difficult, an~ I 
do not propose to make it any more diffi­
cult. The reason for raising it was n~t. to 
have forgers arrested at all-the OpposrtiOP 
11 ere not concerned with that-least of all 
the hon. member for Sandgate. He ":as 
concerned with trying to get an opportumty 
to prove to the public that plebiscites _con­
ducted bv Labour were not conducted m a 
fair maniwr, and so endeavour to underm!ne 
the Labour movement. That was the design 
behind it all. The attitude of the hon. 
nwmbcr since has proved it, because. when 
th~ Premier had him down, he did his very 
utmost to get you. Sir, to suspend ~im s_o 
that he could crawl out. He was domg his 
best for ten minutes to get thrown out, and 
you wisely decided to let him stay here. 

Mr. SIZER: I was not. 
Mr. POLLOCK: Of course he was. The 

Speaker has sense to know when an hon. 
member is trying to run away. The hon. 
r •. omber for Sandgate did his best to get 
thrown out. In similar circumstances any 
other member would have been suspended 
from the service of the House. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: That is a reflection 
on the Chair. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It is not a reflection on 
the Chair. It is a proof of my contention­
and you. Sir, knew it-that the hon. member 
was trying to get thrown out because he 
could not stand up to it. 

Mr. SrzER: I won't run away. 

::VIr. POLLOCK: That proves that the 
hon. member's action was not bona fide. 

Mr. SJZER: I am not going to run away 
from it. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

:Mr. POLLOCK: I have forty minutes, and 
I am going to say what I started out to 
say, so I will give the hon. member plenty 
of time to interject if he wants to. All I 
have to say is this: If his own colleagues 
were satisfied that he brought this matter 
up for the purpose of having forgers arrested 
and bi·ought to book, do you think there is 
one of us on this side who would not have 
lwlped him? But we know that ~e only 
raised it for the purpose of discuss111g our 
plebiscites-he cannot get away from_ that. 
Everv effort was made when I was 111 the 
chair" in Committee-of which vou, Mr. 
Speaker, have no cognisance-to dlsc~1ss this 
plebiscite business, and, not being 111 s~ch 
a difficult [.''Jsition as yourself in connectiOn 
with the matt'r, I ruled it out of order, 
and I think I was right in my ruling. 

\Yith my experience in the chair to guide 
rn0. there is no doubt in my mind that the 
nbjcct of rai,ing thi·' matter was to discuss 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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Labour plebiscites. The hon. member who 
raised it and the hon. member for Enoggera, 
who spoke after him, were principally con­
earned with the desire to show that the 
plebiscitt~s of the Labour Party were unfairly 
•conducted. and their supposed desire to 
protect Pti.rliament and bring forgers to book 
.never entered into their calculations at all. 

~\1r. DE_'\CON (Cunningham): After hear­
the various speakers, there is something I 
would like to sav. Evidently there are two 
gangs attached t'o the party opposite, about 
sornP of wholll. at anv rate. the police havP 
nothing good to say.· I am quite satisfied, 
from the statements we have heard from tne 
Pr··mie1· and the Home Secretary, that there 
is nothing good to be said of these two gangs 
eo far as tho police are concerned. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

:'11r. DEACOX: The Homo Secretury, who 
is in charg<l of the police. and the Premier, 
who is bead of the Government, consider that 
neither of t hesc two sets of people is worth 
inquiry. They must take the responsibility 
for that. All I can say is that I do not 
congratulate them on the cr_owd. they h':ve 
to deal with. But the Prcmwr, 111 replymg 
lo the charges made by the hon. member 
for Sandgatc. 1nade ohargPs against t~1is 
party which arc not true, and the Premwr 
knew it. 

The SPEAKER: 01·dcr! 
~1r. DEACO::'': I am only asking the 

Government to prove the charges made by 
ih0 Premier. 

Mr. Bur.cocK: \Vcre you here? 
Mr. DE.'l.CO::"[: I was here when he made 

his speech, and the Premier had no right to 
make the charges unless he intended to pro· 
secute them and prove them. If be was 
going to give reasons why the Government 
were not going to make an inquiry into the 
statements of the hon. member f01· Sandgate, 
he could have done it with dignity, and with­
out abusing members on this side of the 
House. Ire could have done it without bring­
ing in an hon. member who is not here, and 
making a statement for which there is not 
the slightest foundation. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. DEACON: I desire to protest against 
that, because the Premier had no right to 
make the charges. If the hon. gentleman 
is allowed to make charges against this 
political party, then we should have 
the right of reply. The Premier said 
that the Government knew the men 
who supplied the money in that bribery 
case. \Ve know that they said they knew 
at the time the bribery case was on, because 
the Attorney·Gencral said they knew the men 
who supplied the money, and that they could 
nnd would prosecute them. Right down till 
to-day, however, there has not been the 
slightest attempt to prosecute. The matter 
has been raised again in this debate, and 
the Government still say that they have the 
information, although they never at any time 
have made any use of it. I say again that, 
if they knew the men who supplied it, they 
should have made use of the information. 
If they know there was anything wrong in 
this matter, they should have prosecnt~d. It 
seems to me that they are not gomg to 
prosecute in this case, and all we can say 
is that all the blame and all the dirt-if there 
i< any dirt-lies on the rank and file of the 
Government. 

[Jlr. Pollock, 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): My opmwn is 
that if the GoYernment failed in regard to 
this 'charge or the statements which have been 
made in regard to this party's business, ~t was 
in allowin 0' the police to take any not10e at 
all of stat:ments outside Ol'dinary legal prac­
tice. EYidentlv hon. members opposite do not 
rect!iso their " status as private citizens; 
evidently they do not value their liberty and 
privileges as they shoul:d, or else ~·h.ey do not 
know how those hbcrhcs and pnvileges are 
safeguarded. They evidently do not under­
stand the dntv of Parliament when they 
ask this House· to investigate contraaictions. 
fabrications. and statements made by people 
with reputations that do not common~ them­
, elves to the House. Because a certam man 
has a political pain as a result of being beate_n. 
is a plebiscite test, they come along to tlnc 
Parliament and ask it to apply a poult10e to 
heal him and soot he his splepn and pettiness. 
\Ybatevcr happened in the plebiscite does not 
concern this Parliament. H does not affect 
we honour ·or the status of any member here. 
It is a matter for the conti:ol!ing political 
bodv of which the person cor.cerned is a 
member. It is of vital intPrbt to this House, 
and calls for intervention, after a person comes 
into this House and his public conduct is 
involved or offers are made to him to sway 
his political views. It is degrading to the 
status of Parliament to ask it to take part 
in these political squabblH based on. innu· 
cndoPs and SL\ggestions. If the po.hc: '?r 
the Government have failed. at all, 1t lS 111 

bein~ in anv way interested in the matter. 
What does it matter to this Parliament how 
l\Ir. Talt:i feels, or bow be was beaten, or h?w 
certain people wore in a mot<;r car With 
political rolls? That i~ the po.s1t10n I shall 
be in at the next electwn-takmg care that 
every vote is brought in. I sh~!! be there 
with the assistance of my comm1ttee. That 
is not a crime. 

Mr. KERR: It is against your own rnlos in 
connection with plebiscites. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It is not. The hon. 
gentleman has a poor c'?ncept!on of. n~les. 
His partv have no rnles m theu pleb1scit0s. 
Thev fea.red that a certain candidate for the 
Keppel plebiscite would be a f.airly strong 
candidate, and, because they did not want 
him, they allowed the sale of £30 worth of 
tickets mostly to Labol\r supporters. so that 
thev c~uld have a vote at the plebiscite. They 
sold tile tickets at 2s. each, and the man who 
sold the most votes won the plebiscite. 

Mr. FARRELL: They sold £50 worth. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The sum has bt'en in­
creased since my last information. \Vhy . all 
this enhancement of the power of the police, 
and the " sooling" of them on to investigate 
matters sufficiently covered by the statute? 
If Mr. Talty feels aggrieved as a result. of 
the pain he received through the pleb1sc1te. 
and it is hurting him so much and he wants 
a cure, then be has a simple legal proce~s. 
HP could go to a solicitor, who would advi~e 
him to swear an information that certam 
tbiiws bad been done contrary to the Criminal 
Cod~-that is, if certain things had been d0ne 
contrary to the Criminal Code. I have not 
sufficient legal knowledge to express an 
opinion on the matter. Ho has a n~rf.~c ~ 
right to clo that. and why shol\ld he msist 
upon the police d<;ing w.bat. be .should Jo? 
If he has not suffiCient faith m h1s own ·oa;;e, 
then the case has not sufficient merit to be 
introduced here. 
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They ask this, Mr. Speaker, why was Mr. 
Funnell not interrogated? I do not know 
why he was not; but, if I had been Mr. 
Funnel! and the police came to interrogate 
me, I would have told the police to go to 
China--or somewhere else. The police have 
no right to interrogate me as to where I 
was, or what I was doing, at a certain time, 
unless I was prepared out of consideration to 
them to help them- in their duty. That is 
what hon. members lose sight of. They seem 
to think that the police should bo pimps, 
sleuths, and bloodhounds to track out every 
act or word of a private person, irrespective 
of the legal process. Hon. members opposite 
do not seem to appreciate the law they live 
under, or that that law is there to safe­
guard their personal liberty and private com­
fort, and the police can only act on certain 
information in certain directions. They have 
no right to interrogate Funnell, and, if they 
<hd so, Funnel! would have been quite within 
his rights as a citizen in refusing to reply. 
Let me say this about the brothers Funnel!, 
as to the innuendq that the hon. member for 
Sandgate tried to throw upon this Govern­
ment, that it is not correct they had g·ot big 
concessions because of these things. 

Mr. CosTELLO: That came from your side. 

Mr. HARTLEY: He was not manly 
enough to say what he meant. 

Mr. EDWARDS: What of the Premier and 
his insinuations about the hon member for 
Normanby? · 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. HARTLEY: I could tell you more 
about your party's action in that respect than 
you anticipate. 

Mr. EDWARDS: If there is anything to tell, 
tell us. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. HARTLEY: I do not want to be 
drawn away from the subject. I do not'want 
to say that your party is to be blamed for 
persuading hon. members to go from this 
side over to that. I can give you an instance 
in my own persoual candidature. 

Mr. M oRGAN : Were you offered a bribe? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. HARTLEY: If we put it that way, 
"Yes," and that straight out at the same 
time as the hon. member for Normanby 
crossed over. Now you are fishing for it 
and you have got it. ' 

Mr. MoRGAN: Let us have it. 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 

l\1r. HARTLEY: If you want something 
about myself that ought to be investigated 
I will give it straight. I was approached by 
an agent, who was authorised by your party 
to do so. \Ve will leave it just there. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Why not finish it? 

Mr. HAHTLEY: W" will leave it just 
there, or I will give it straight out. (Oppo­
sition interjections.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
:\lr. M oRGAN: Go straight on ,~ith it. 

::\fr. H ARTLEY : You would be very sorry 
if I did. 

:Mr. :'lfoRGAN: No; there is nothing to hide 
so far as \ve are concerned. 

Mr. KERR: Make your own speech. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. BR GCE: You don't want him to give 
it.. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. HARTLEY: I do not want to go into 

that business, but at the same time I am 
"-illing to do so. 

Mr. KERR: It is a pretty CO\Yardly attack, 
and you know it. You know he is absent. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
1\fr. HARTLEY: We will go right on with 

lho cowardly attack, and afterwards, if 
there is any action to be taken or investi­
gations to be made, they can be made. 

Mr. Knw: And don't plead privilege of 
Parliament afterwards. 

Mr. KERR: Go outside and say it. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. HARTLEY: That is the lawyer all 

over. 
Mr. KING: Coward's castle! 
Mr. KERR: Coward's castle, all right! 

Mr. HARTLEY: The incident I have in 
my mind as regards this attempt by hon. 
gentlemen on the other side to bring hon. 
members from this side to that side of the 
House was afterwards recounted by me on a 
public platform during an election in Rock­
hampton. 

Mr. Knw: Did you implicate any particu­
lar person? 

Mr. HARTLEY: Yes; I did implicate 
wmo very particular persons. 

Mr. KING: Name them. 
The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. KERR: Privilege of Parliament! 
The SPEAKER: Order ! 
The PREMIER : We will get a Royal Com­

mission to inquire into this. 
Mr. KERR: You are not too keen on Royal 

Commissions, so don't talk about them. 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. HARTLEY: I was dealing with the 

Funnel! Brother', and with the innuendo 
that had been thrown across the Chamber 
by the hon. member for Sandgate that one 
of them had got those fruitstalls in Edward 
street because he had been of use to tn is 
Government. That was practically the sug­
gestion. I know perfectly well that long 
before either of those men had either of 
ihe stalls which they now hold at least two 
other persons had them. So far as my know­
ledge goes, the stall in Edward street, near 
Adelaide street, has been recentlv acquired 
and there is nothing in that. It was pur: 
clfased, as the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry reminds me. from the Committee 
of Direction. That disposes of that. As far 
a' I know, they are honest working men, and 
whatm·er they did was in the interests of 
the views of Labour that they had. 

\Yith regard to the disclosure of docu­
ments by the Queensland Central Executive, 
the ho•;. member for Logan and many of 
Ills colleagues know that there is a very 
simple process by which these documents 
can be procured. 

Mr. KING: I know all about it. 
:c\lr. _HARTLEY: Why do you not correct 

,-our silly rattle-tongues on that -ide? l.'nlcss 
.'"on are in favour of thro\vinO' a~ 1nuch 
political dirt as poosiblc why• do you not 
put them right? ' - • 

Jllr. Hartley.] 
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Everyone knows there was no responsibility 
on the police to get those papers, bee a tise 
there is a simple process by which they can 
be obtained. Some party has only to swear 
an inforn1ation against a person or persons 
for forgery or some othe;· crime, come ~efore 
the court, and the magrstrate or the JUdge 
will make an order on the Queensland 
Central Executive to disclose not only th.ose 
documents but all documents that may affect 
the case. It is sheer humbug to say that the 
Government are in any way holding up the 
processes of Jaw. What I rose to emphasise 
was that while I am in this House, I will 
uot allo;~ the police to be used as blood­
hounds or spies on the political actions of 
any man. That is the way to get up a 
Tammany class such as we have never had 
in Australia. The duty of the police is to 
protect the public and to see that the law is 
enforced-not to interrogate people or to 
make them come to their office to answer 
questions. The big trouble in the pol~ce force 
in England concerns the s!'m~ thmg-~he 
improper procedure adopted m mterrogatmg 
people connected with crime. Som'! of the 
leading counsel 1~ England emphasrsed . the 
view that the police had no statutory rrght 
to take a man aud subject him to a " third 
degree " cross-examiantion in order to get 
evidence to fit a crime on him or on some­
body else later on. So far as this Parliament 
is concerned it will preserve its dignity best 
by looking 'after its. ?Wn aff~irs and not 
aabbling in the polrtrcal actrons of any 
political party. 

Resolution 55 agreed to. 
Resolutions 56 to 76, both inclusive, agreed 

to. 
Resolution 77-" Department of Public 

Lrmds-Irrigation. and lFater Supply Uom­
'lnission "-

Mr. ELPHIXSTOXE (Oxley): I want to 
take advantage of this opportunity to try 
to ascertain from the Minister in charge 
wme inform-ation regarding the Dawson 
V alley scheme, which is one of these pictur­
esque endeavours to make a success of an 
irrigation settlement, but concerning which 
I do not think the House has a very keen 
knowledge .. despite the elaborate report 
which has been presented to us. 

I understand that the Development and 
Migration Commission has spent some tiine 
in investigating this scheme, which is 
destined to absorb a very large sum of 
mane~·; and I understand that a report was 
submitted to the Commissioner of Irrigation 
and to the Go,·ernment somewhat casting 
doubts upon the efficiency or possibilities 9f. 
the scheme. I think we are entitled to hear 
exact!~- what that report is, and I hope the 
Minister in charge of the department will 
give in his own language just what effect 
that Development and Migration Commis­
sion's report has had upon this most 
important schem<>. The completion of 
l'\ athan's Dam will entail a very large expen­
diture of m.oney, and it therefore seems to 
me that it is quite fit and proper that we 
shoulcl know all there is to be known in 
reg-ard to the different Yiews in connection 
with this proposal. I understand this is the 
on],- occasion upon which Queensland ha' 
mane application for assistance from the 
£34.000.0CO that Great Britain has made 
RYa;lo ble for undertakings of this nature. 
therdor0 it is essential that we should be 
able to have the views of the representatives 

[Jlr. llartley. 

who <HiYi:-.e tlw home authorities, so that we 
mar 11ndero,taml what their idea is in regard 
to the proposal. These irrigation schernes 
throughout An:-.tralia as a ·whole have not 
bcPll ~l SU{'('C'~s financlallv, therefore '\Ve should 
hP gla<l to know wh~thcr this particular 
,~hcmc differs in that respect from others in 
other parbo of -~ustralia. In this connection 
o'lJC' i~ {orc:__~d to study the figures that are 
sulnnitted bv ilw Anditor-Gener>ll, aud I sef' 
1 hnt on pa~e 94 of his report he refers to 
tlw fact. tbut approximately 26,000 acre, of 
land were a ntilable for settlement on 
1st :\oYCmber. 1926. Onlv 229 blocks had 
hc0n taken up, comprising 16.332 acreR, to 
30th June laot-that is nearly two years 
latN. That shows that onlv a little more 
than half of the total area available on 
ht :\o-:ember. 1926, had been taken up by 
30th .J mw last, which seems to indicate that 
something is restraining selectors from taking 
advantage of that portion of the area which 
has already been made available. He also 
calls att<ention to the fact that a revenue 
aecount has been prepared showing a loss of 
£1.910 on the year's transactions, and remind­
ing tlw Commissioner and the department 
generally that in arriving at that loss he 
has not taken into account the fact that 
£228,928 14s. 1d. has been spent on pre­
liminary requirements which have not been 
allocated to the various sections, including 
this particular one, where the income from 
settlers has been collected. He points out 
that a proper share of that £228,928 14s. 1d. 
should be allocated to the department where 
the loss-£1,910-is disclosed after taking into 
account their probable proportion of this 
debit for overhead charges. 

I notice that the Inkerman irrigdtion 
scheme for the year just closed shows a loss 
of £13,819 6s. 3d. This. added to the accu­
mulated losses which this unfortunate scheme 
has disclosed, makes a total loss on that 
scheme of sor;1ething like £212,000. 

[7 p.m.] 
The accumulated losses on the scheme to 

30th June. 1928, totalled £40 464 4s. lld.. to 
\vhich must be added def~rred Trc,asurv 
interest. £8,555. aud £163.344 written off tl1e 
capital cost in .June, 1923. That gives a very 
serious financial aspect to the Inkerman 
scheme. I think I am right in stating that 
most of us hoped that, when £163,344 was 
written off the capital outlay, with the 
d<>velopment of the Inkerman district in 
sugar-growing we should have seen the end 
of the loss on the scheme; but, although we 
are, I suppose, at the zenith of our sugar 
production in Queensland, this scheme last 
y<>ar lost a further £14,000. 

In matters of this description the whole 
system of cultiYation bv irricration comes 
under criticism. If all our atte~pts to assist 
production by the introduction of irrigation 
are going to result in such financial loss, the 
question arises as to whether it is a svstem 
that is worth proceeding with. I kno\\: that· 
when tho~e irrigation schernes have previously 
been before this House certain speaker5 on 
this skle haye called attention to the faet 
that irrigation schemes, on the whole. haYE' 
been financial failures in Australia. vVe wore 
hoping that in Queensland the experience 
would bP different, and I hope that the 
J1IinistP.r can tell us something which 'vill 
allay our fears in this connection. 

Ther0 is one particular reference in regard 
to the Theodore sectio:1 of the Dawson Valley 
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scheme that giYes some rav o£ comfort-that 
is, that 140 acres were put· under cotton. and 
the yield in one instance was up to 2,000 lb. 
per acrP, the minimum being 1.000 lb. per 
aCl·r•. 

'l'he SECRETATIY FOR AunrcFLTl'RE : The 
Aruerican aY('rage in their cotton area is only 
320 lb. per acre. 

::\Ir. ELPHINSTO::'\E: If that is a correct 
indication of what the vield of c.1tton is likelv 
to be in that area, then the Dawson Vallev 
seh('Ine really opens up a UP\V outlooi, 
altogether. 

It is rather interesting at this stage to call 
<>ikntion tq the fact that in Queensland 
to-day practically nothing else but annual 
•Dotton is grown. and that ratoon cotton is a 
thing of the past. I remember that we had 
a bitter controyersy some few years back, 
wlwn the Goyernment made certain regula­
tions insisting on annual cotton being grown, 
and certain steps were taken to cause the 
Qoyernment to alter their attitude in that 
regard. The argument was used that Queens­
land could not succeed with anything else 
than ratoon cotton; yet, when the agitation 
.died down and we got to a better system of 
prodt.>ction free from political interference, 
we find that the growers, of their own accord, 
discontinued the growth of ratoon cotton. 

The 8FCRETARY FOR AGRICULTFRE: It was 
disrontinued because of the method insti­
tute~. by me of paying on the gradB and 
staple without reference to whether the cotton 
was annual or ratoon. That sounded the 
death-kneli of ratoon cotton in tJueensland. 

Mr. ELPHI:!'\STO::'-iE: I accept the Minis­
ter's statement, but the fact remains that 
ratoon cotton is practically a thing of the 
past in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
Tight. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE: Here we have in 
this new cotton area in the Dawson Vallev 
a yield which is phenomenal, and I surrges't 
that, when additional land is opened up, we 
coul·d not look for any better method of 
Dropping it than by planting cotton. If we 
;;an get an annual return of 2,000 lb. of seed 
·cotton per acre-which I think on present 
Yalues will return to the grower not far 
Bhort of £50 from seed and everything else­
then the prospects are bright. I have no 
desire to criticise the Dawson Vallev scheme. 
which I have not yet been privileged to see­
because it is one of those Yentures which I 
have followed with the greateqt possible 
interest, recognising that in the gentleman 
in charge and his officers we have men who 
are sincerely anxious to do the right thing. 
They have complete autonomy in the manage­
ment, but I am sure that a little outside 
criticism, based upon the report before us, 
would do no harm. I trust that the Minister 
will favour the House with some information 
on the lines I ha vc indicated .. 

Mr. 1IORGAN (J1milla): Whilst I do not 
wish to say anything ·detrimental to this 
scheme, in which I have taken yery keen 
interest and which I would like to see success­
ful, because it is of much importance to a 
portion of my electorate. and one of the 
finest things that could be done in Queensland 
hom the point of view of producing fodder, 
and whilst I do not want to enter upon a 
gC'nCl'al discussion, nevertheless I have read 
very carefully the report of the Development 
and Migration Commiosion, which is a report 

that evcrv nwmbcr should study. 1Ien who 
\VC knovv f1re experts in their wol·k haYe ma:de 
Yt~r.v frank stnten1cnts. as to \vhat is happen­
ing-, and in Rorne 1neasurc have condernnPd 
the procedure in the development of this 
great ~chcn1e-onc of the greatest irrigation 
schen1e~ ·which hHYO b('en attempted in .any 
part of the world. It is the duty of the 
Go\~crnn1ellt and of the Counnissioncr, \vho 
jq na!urallv Yitally concerned in the well­
being of tl;i.~ scttlc'HlC'IIl, to go fully into the 
matters mcntiOJwcl in that report with a 
view to l'revcnting ·waste of rnorwy which 
n1ight 1nake the co~t so great and the charge 
for wate1· so prohibitive that we shall have to 
do m; \VC did at Inl,erman and write off a 
coasiderable amount of the capital cost before 
thP oettlcr will be able to make a living. 
Almough wP may be able to grow prolific 
ctops with the aid of water-I speak with a 
little experience of irrigation in Victoria. 
and other places-the overhead charges may 
be so great as to involve a loss to those 
Pngag»cl in their production. Therefore it is 
in the interests of all coneern!'d and of the 
State that not one penny should be wasted. 

For some time the Commissioner of Irriga­
tion has bc0n engaged constructing a road 
from the terminus of th<' Miles-Juandah 
Haihray to the site of the Nathan Gorge 
dan1, 70 or 80 rnilc~ avvay, vvith a vievv to 
facilitating the tran~port of machinery, 
cement, and other material that will be 
required in the construction of the N:tthan 
Dam. Before pt·oc·peding to Pxpend. this 
('Onsiderable surn of rnonev the G-oyernn1ent 
should have ascertained ·definitely wlwther 
the irrig·ation sc·herne '\Vould prove a Hlf'cess 
justifying the construction of the Xathan 
Dam. It is not proposed to proceed with 
the construction of the dam for years. and 
the J'Oad which has been constructed will 
deteriorate unless maintained, which again 
involves additional !'xpcnditure. Very little 
traffic will pass over the road before the 
comtruction of the Nathan Dam is under­
taken, and, although this monPy was ex­
pended in my electorate and provided work 
fo:· people in need of employment, I consider 
that it was u,nwise to expcnd thousands of 
pounds before further information was 
secured. The money should be expended 
with a view to assisting those who proposed 
to make a living from the land. I under­
stand that there is sufficient water at present 
on the area provided by the construction of 
one or two small weirs to enahle the Govern­
ment to demonstrate sufficientlv within the 
course of three or four years· whether the 
scheme will be a practical undertaking. The 
report of the Development and Migration 
Commi"'ion points out that the suitability 
of the area for irrigation purposes has not 
been definitelY established. I know from 
experience tl1at certain soils do not lend 
themRelves to irrigation-in '3ome cases 
deteriorating with the increased amount of 
water placed upon it--whereas other soils 
are of a totally different nature. 

The people going upon this area are a 
Yery good type of settler-men with a cert11in 
amount of capital. The Commissioner has 
stated that he has no difficulty in placing 
'f•ttlers upon all the blocks, but he i, wisn 
in adopting the course that the bloch> should 
not be made available for what might be 
tE_•rincd poor ~ett.lcr~, or, in other ,.,.-ords, 
those without the n0cessary capital. I know 
a great number of the settlers pet·wnally, 
and I know that they are a very fine type. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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\Vithin the next three years it should be 
poo.sible to demon,trate sufficiently whether 
the scheme will be a success or not. 

Tho Conunissioner and the Governn10nt 
\vill have every opportunity of deciding dur­
_ing that period whether they will be justified 
ii1 proceeding vvith the expenditure of n 
further large c.un1 of nwney in the construe~ 
tion of the I\athan Dam. I hope the dam 
will bo constructed bdoro many years go 
by. When it is constructed, it will b0 one 
of the greatPst frpsh-water storages in the 
world, and, in n1y opinion, it is going to 
chang·c completely conditions in Central 
Queensland. The country many miles distant 
from the area which is going to be sub­
merged will be affected by it. In Victoria, 
J:.ake Lonsdale, which is not fL natural lake, 
has been created by the consen·ation of 
water such a-· the propo'·al in connection 
with the "'athan Dam, and I know the 
effect that lake has lu,d, and that particular 
storage is practically only a drop in a teacup 
compared with the enormous quantity of 
water that will be conserved by the con­
struction of the N a than Dam. 

The SIWRETARY FOR Pt;BLIO ·woRKS: Do you 
think it will affect the rainfall? 

Mr. MORGAX: I do. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Then 

the expenditure will be justified. 

:Mr. ~IORGAN: We know that. wben 
storms occur, there is a greater rainfall over 
water, whether on the sea or on land, than 
there is in places where water is non-existent. 
I hope ami trust that this scheme will lw r, 
great su,C'CC:"R, that thn C'om1nissioncr will 
be assisted in ev0ry particular direction. and 
that he will be able to settle the land in 
the area and bring the scheme to a successful 
fruition. If ho does w o shall eventually be 
able to sa_;- he has proved himself in the 
right way. that the money has been well 
~pent. and unque-tionably the State w·ill 
benefit by its e'CpenditurC'. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Uympic): When the Daw­
son Valley irrigation scheme wa·-- submitted 
to the Development and Migration Commis­
sion as a project to be considered in relation 
to the £34,000.000 that has been set aside 
for the Commission, the members of that 
Con1n1ission, in conjunction with officErs of 
!he Department of Agriculttire, investigated 
1t, and, after their investigations, they came 
to cc•rtain conclusions. It is not correct, as 
has been stated, that the propo,ition was 
officially turned down by the Commission. 

:Ur. ::\1onGA": Thev did not recommend 
it. .. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA::\fDS: 
~-\.rnongst other reronuncndations thev ex­
pressed the cksire that further investigation 
shoul~ be made as to the suitability of the 
lond m the area for treatment by irrigation. 
The Government agreed that ca~e should be 
Pxcrriscd. in that respect, and. follmving tho 
offer of the Commission to supply £100,000 
out of I he £34.000,000 mentioned for further 
investigation and tests, it was decidc'd to 
dc>fc>r I he immediate construction of the 
I\athan Dam until those tests were made. 

:\lr. ELPHTNSTOl\E: Is that £100,000 in the 
form of a loan? 

The SECRETARY FOR PTJBLIC LANDS: 
It was furnished on thc usual terms offered 
by the Commission, which desires that five 

[Mr. Morgan. 

experimental farms should be c•stablished m<• 
the Dawson Hher. including the Theodoro­
zonP. It is generally rc•cogniscd that the 
areas further down the Da wson Valley are 
more fertile, but they would depend for their 
irrigation treatment on the completion of the· 
Xathan Dam. The area in the Tbeodore zone 
is now being supplied with water from the 
weir. As the hon. member for JVlurilla has 
stated, it can be safelv said that the con­
dition of the settlers artd their production in 
the Thcodore area has, so far, been very 
satisfactorv. Visitors from other States who· 
l1a ve inspected those areas are generally loud 
in their praise of \vhat has been and is being 
done. 

I think it can also be safely said that the 
settlers themselves are satisfied. The Com­
missioner of Irrigation and Water Supply 
makes reference to the question of experi­
mental farms in his annual report, which has. 
just been tabled. He differs from the officers. 
of the Development and Migration Commis­
sion as to the necessity of establishing a 
number of experimental farms on the lower 
river areas. He holds-and I think he is 
largely justified 'in his contention-that the 
Thcodoro zone, being the least fertile of the· 
areas, will in the course of a year or two 
amply prove whether those areas are suitable 
for treatment by irrigation. The following 
extract. is from hi' report-

" Owing to some doubt in the minds. 
of the officers of the Development and 
Migration Commission as to whether 
some of the soils will prove suitable for 
irrigation, their report recom1nends con­
siderable expenditure upon experimental 
fanns on the lower river areas, to be 
operated over a period of live -years, to 
determine their suitability and the 
returns to be obtained. In each case­
pumping stations would have to be in­
stalled and, as the river flats are 4 and 5. 
miles wide where irrigation is proposed, 
only the land near the banks can be. 
dealt with under this proposal. This is 
a matter for Government decision, but I 
would point out that the lower river 
soils are already represented in the 
Theodore zone, and the observation of 
t.he work of practical farmers in thfr 
latter area appears to be a more practical 
and commonsense means of obtaining a 
thorough trial. Those settlers who were 
early enoug-h to plant are, so far, satis­
fied with their returns, and another two· 
years' trial should definitely determine 
the value, or otherwise, of irrigation on 
the Da wsou, particularly as most of the 
settlers are experienced farmers or 
dairy1nen. '' 

In connection with the Dawson Valley 
scheme and the construction of the ;:\iathau 
Dam the question will probably arise, as it 
does in regard to all ir:rigation projects, as 
to how much of the caprtal cost of an under­
taking su~h as that should be borne by the 
general taxpayer of the State as a national 
undcrtabng, recognising that its benefit may 
be spread over the whole of the State in the 
important industries which it will establish 
as an irrigation scheme in this State. 

Mr. W.mRE~: That is another form of 
taxation. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
?'hat is true, but the ~ame principle applies 
m regard to many rarlways that were built 
on the guarantee svstem. If the whole 
burden of the construction of these rail ways 
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to serye cert1in f'ountrv districts 1vere placed 
upon the "cttler" in those areas, as it was 
under that rail\> ay guarantee system, the 
burden wonlcl be Yery grca t. 

:1Ir. EDWARDS: It will not be the same on 
the Hurnctt. Don't you see you will grow 
a product there that will enter into com­
pel ition with the crops grown by the people 
\vho will pay the taxes'( 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: 
Do you not do the sam0 in regard to the 
railwa:s" TakP the :Y1ary Valley railway, 
fo,· example, which was built under tho 
guarantee proYis:ions of tho Raihvay Act. 
That was built to open up settlement in tlw 
:!'.Iary V:1lloy di~trict. So far as I under­
stand, it lMs not paid interest and redemp­
tion. and I dmtbt very much if it has paid 
1nuch OVQl' -v,-orking co~t~ sinc0 it_., incep­
tion. In so;ow of those national undertakings 
such as tlw :\'athan Dam and the Inkerman 
irrigation sehenH:, that qnr::;tion al~o arises 
and probably will have to be dealt \Yith in 
due co.ur-;e. 

The statement made m the Auditor­
General's Report as to the non-apportiOn­
ment of cortaiu canital costs to the Theodoro 
area is l'Pplied to -by the fact that it is not 
eonsidcrrd desira blc bv the Con1n1issioner~ 
and I agl'('C "l;~tith the rontcntion-that a pro­
portion of thc~r! capital chargE?~s should bu 
borne· b0 the Theodorc area until it is com­
pleted. 

Th other portion of the dn·elopmental 
cost.:; ~uch as plant. achninistration, etc., 
should Hot be apportiom•cl to the whole area 
until the ,clwnw is completed. The Auditor­
Genel<.d ~ay..-:.-

.. It the cost of tlw area vYerc dcter­
rnined, it would be necessary to appqr­
tion the expenditure of £228.928 14s. 2d. 
prcYiously medioned~ with the result 
that the revcnuf~ account 'Youlcl show a 
very considerable loss." 

\Ye conteud that it is desirable to dclav 
apponioning the capital co-t of the• und81:­
lP kin•.( to these area>' until the scheme is 
definitely completed. The question will then 
arise as to how much of that capital cost 
shall lw borne by the settlers in the area. 

The reason wln onlv 229 settlers haYe been 
allott.cd areas ir\ the· Theodore zone of the 
Da \non \'alley area sinc0 the inception of 
the >cheme in XoYember. 1926. is as stated 
].,· the hon. member for :\1nrilla. Tho 
CornmiB'ioner is. exercising-I think rightly 
so-eYPY":V chscretwn in the se!Pction of appli­
cants for land in a favoured area. such as 
that. He is insisting upon the rpquisite 
capital c·quiprncnt and experience. So far 
th:• results that hnYP !wen obtained hcwe 
ampl:: justifi0d his action. As a 111atter of 
fed. the3e 229 settlers who haYE' been allotted 
Jand j11 the area arc ont of et total of 
3 OJO · :•plicants. 'hawing that the Corumis­
~i('l"!P!. i:- nctu;1tcd h..,~ ,., YC'r\ k0en desire to 

gf't only tlw hest of settlers with the neces­
sor:; capital equipment in order to make a 
~11ccc% of t.hc undertaking. 

Th0 q1H_.:::.tio11 of the InkPnnan schcn1c was 
also raised \,_,. th0 hon. nwmber for OxlC'Y, 
who called attention to the fact that the 
sc]1C'llC' show~.~cl a ]o.ss Of £13.819 last Year. 
That. of course. is tl,e re'lllt of the vYod,in~ 
after ,-h<>r<zing to the areo the sum of 
£17 f.?~ ioen interest, including- arrears 
£4.277. end interest on trust ac~cmnt~ ove/ 
draft, £2.369. The total interest charged 

1928-5 D 

for the year was £19,896. 'rhe same con­
~idPration obtajns in regard to Inkorman 
1hat will probably obtain in regard to the 
Daw>on Va!lcJy area. That is the question 
of whether the whole of the capital charge 
of tlw undertaking, which is instituted for 
the gt·neral bendit of the State, should be 
!Jorn<c by the producer, in the irrigation 
area. 

:\fr. ELPlii:\~To::E: A portion of the cost 
nt th<' lnkt'nnan :-~cherne has already been 
VHittPll cff. 

The SECREL\RY FOR PUBLIC L\.NDS: 
That is trnP: but the undertaking for some 
_':Ull':-! has !-'hown a profit over working 
ex pen.' s, altbouf.(h ch;crged with a good 
proportion of lonn i:!:Itero·,.t a.nd trust account 
iutPre:-;t al!"o. 

.'.Ir. J';LPIJE~TGXE: According to your argu­
IllC'nt, rlw il'rigHtion ~('ttlers onght not to be 
llf•bited with Jhe c·apital im·olved? 

The SECR"F;T.\RY FOR l'L'BLIC L'\.2\DS: 
The.' ,Lould rig·l:tly be chargee! with a cer­
tain proportion of intcre~t on capital cost, 
im1 i~~ co~n1 _...:tion ''"ith national under~ 
to1king~; ~LH:l1 :~.~ the :Xathan Dan1 and the 
.lnkerrl><Ln it might bo fairly argued 
that some of capital cost should be 
borllL" b~, tlln geueral taxpayers. 

Tl1 position in regard to Mount Abuncl­
an('e is som0\dutt a11alogous. That estate 
\Y<lS bonght. in the interests of closer scttle­
nwnt, and it vy,;s fom,d t.hat to give a full 
rcturu tu the Treasury for the expenditure 
invoh-f'd would l•nta.il ~1 burdf'n being placed 
on the ~ettlc·r, and, in the iuterEw.ts of closer 
~l'ttlcrtH·nt. and of tho~e sctt.ler~, \VB under­
took to chargP consolidated rev-erme and the 
general taxpayPr with a loss of £4,000 per 
annurn. 

[7.30 p.m.] 
Mr. ::\10RGA!-:: The Inkorman and Dawson 

\.-allPv scherrie:" ,\-l,_l'e not on an equality, 
bccan~"-e lnkcrrr1an has no deep water 
storage. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'\.CBLIC LAKDS: 
The capital cost of the Inkerman scheme is 
higher than it was at first anticipated it 
would be, and the only alternative in the 
opinion of some people would be to raise 
the rate on that area in order to meet the 
ft!ll cost of interest and redemption. \Ve 
clo not think t.hat is aclvisable, but that the 
general tax payPr should pay some proportion. 
of the liability. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOXE: Don't you think it is, 
just as sound to argue that free capital 
shonlcl be ma(h~ a, ,ti!ablc for the develop­
nwnt of industry in Queensland? 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LAKDS: 
L~nder the n1igration schcrne son1c free· 
capital will be made available for the 
ccttltement of migrant families on the land 
from ~ bwad as well liS Australian settlers. 
TltNe is no doubt they vYill haYe to be 
a·c,si.<tecl to go on thc land in this State under 
modern conditiom. 

Generally I agroe with hon. members that 
the Commis·,ioncr of Irrigation and \'l'ator 
8upph- deserve' commendation for the way 
in which he is carrying out the schemes under 
hi,; charge. I haYe every reason to believ-e· 
that it will be demonstrated in a verv short 
time that tho soil in the Theodorp ~rea is­
suitable for treatment by irrigation, and the 
conclusions arrived at there will be applicable· 
to a1'eas elsewhere in the State. 

Hon. T. D~tnstan.] 
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~Ir. EDWARDS (.Yawn{!o:: appreciate 
the infonnation the l\Iini~t.Pr ha~ given in 
regard to the irrigation ~clH'lllC:-'. The ques­
tion hcls beC'H roi~Pd \Vhethcr the Dawson 
Yalley inigation sclwme will be successful 
·or not. In the SonthPnl States irrigation 
has h0cn going on for a nurnbPr of year·,, 
The cost in n1ost ca~es has been vC'rV rnuch 
higher than \Ya:-. antieipatecl at the beginning· 
of the schemes. but. noh,·ithsi:anding that. 
the Southern .Stat0s haYe decided to embark 
still fnrthee on irrigation projt>rt~. A ·won~ 
derful scherne i~ being curriPct out' ou the 
~Iurray Hiver at the Hurr10 \Yelr. 

Mr. BcLCOCK: Is that wh,•n' the Federal 
GoYernment sack0cl all their men the other 
·day? 

Mr. EDvL\RDS: It. is unfortunate that 
.the hem. member makb petty interjections 
like that. It is a place wlwre men haYe 
been employed during tlw last three years 
by four Gon:>rnmcnts. It is a wonderful 
·scheme, being the third largest in the world. 
and will be of great benC'fit to Australia. 
I am pleased that the Minister intends to 
get fnrther information before a large sum 
Jf money is expended in further irrigation 
development in Queensland. 

One of the most import.mt things is mar­
kets. Some of the States arC' extending the 
areas under irrigation, and it is only natural 
to expect that man.'' of the crops the:-' 
will grow in tlw Suuth will be the same as 
:ve shall have to grow in ("{uc:enslancl ; and 
1n some cases it is impossible to find local 
:narkets at prices that will pa:· for the grow­
lllg' of thern. \Ye arc going to ~pend a 
llllgc amount of money bdon, we complete 
the scheme, and ,,·hatever may be the coll­
·ditions under which we obtain that money, 
ever/ hon. memb<'r would like to see the 
schen1c a succ0ss, because. if it turns out 
to be a "white c!C'phant." it will preYent 
tl" fron1 going any furth0r with irrigation. 

The Sonthcrn Statt's are proposing to irri­
gab~ thousands upon thou"ands of acres 
ruore than they are watering at present, and 
we have to be very careful that the crops 
we groYv here n re..' not the ~an1c as thcv are 
;;rowing down tlwre perhaps for a locaf mar­
ket. otherwise the cbancC'i are that people 
will go on the land only to find that they 
-c~n:wt pay. for the water and make a living. 
It .Is all nght If we can find some product 
whJCh we can sc>ll ovnrsca..s. If it is possible 
to grow a product and put it through the 
c·ow to produce butter, ,.-hich can be sold 
overseas at reasonable prices, the grower 
can live. 

The Se,cr<'tary for Railways likened this 
unclerta.king to a railway, but there is no 
companeon between the two because the tax­
payers who would have to bear the loss 
would be largely men producing similar com­
modities themsehes-agriculturists and gra­
:-:iers-and, if there is an enormous loss on 
this scheme. they would have to come to the 
n·ocue ancf help to put on the market a 
product in competition with their own. 

I know that careful consideration is being 
given to eYcry aspect of the qnestion; but 
the point I haYe mentionPd as to the pro­
duction of an article which may have to 
compete with that producc>d on irrigated 
area0 in the South i,,, a. big factor, because 
we , an easily glut local markets, an<l the 
settJ,•rs must g-row crops which will keep 
them going all the year round, even when 
their products are cheap. 

[Jlr. Edwards. 

I aEl ~nre that not one hon. rnunber would 
likP to witnes" tlw failure of such a scheme 
jn it;-; earl:'< stage'-' 1 con~idering the· pffect 
1h:1.t it "·ill have on other :;;chemp:-: in the 
Shtc. I repeat that it would have bC'en 
wis"r to cxperi1nent with Slllaller schenlPS 
ill different districts of the State. It stands 
tu rea~on that one of the big faetors in the 
~t:c(·('~"' or other\vise of the :-'chenH? i~ the co~t 
oi placillg thP product on the !l}arkc_:.t. Tt 
'\'Ould iw Ye I >Pen bettPr to Potablish >.nutll 
~('hPn10:-:: in diiferf'nt part~ of the State• to 
ob\·iate the necessity for paying hC'a.vy dis­
tributing cost<') in titr"cs of drought. vvhich 
nn1st be borne \Vhcn one big c8ntrali,,ed 
"·hemc is ,,,tablislwd. I hope> that the tests 
tl1at the 1\Iinister mentioned will bt' carried 
out. nucJ that the l'f'''Ults will exceed all 
cx],ectations, and i._hat tho f'Chemc '.•ventually 
will be of wonderful assistance in tiding this 
cotultl'.Y on~r periods of drought. 

::Yir. COLLI:'\S (lJozccn): It is very pleas­
ing to u1e !o kno\v that. so little criticism is 
leYellecl against the Inkerman irrigation area 
in comparison with the criticism of a few 
year;;; ago. \\'hen the ex-Prerr1ier of Queens­
land, ~lr. Theodorc, and I had to champion 
thP ~chl'IDl' over and over again in this 
Pal'liament. I am a ]so ple,;sed to find, 
arz-orcling to tlw Auditor-General's report. 
that there is a!rPacly an improYement in the 
carni11g'S of this ~rhcrnro. It is on the:" upgrade, 
nnd I have no doubt that. as ilrne goes on, 
it will continue on the• upgrade. 

It. i~, :tl~o yery plea~i11g to find a grallunl 
incre'"c in the area that is watered. In 1923 
thr- area watered WLt' 4.037 acres. and thero 
ha~ beP!l v gradual iEcn'a~r Paeh ;, ear until 
in 1927-28 thC' rtr<'a \,as 5,136 acr2'. Tlwre 
i:::~ also a gradual decrea'"C in the cost per 
acrP of \Y~tering thes0 area~- That i~ a 
good sign. 

'What I want to point out to hon. members 
io; th0 wonclcrfLll production from th.o Inkcr­
man t·,tat£' lrv nH•ans of irrig-ation. I1"rorn 
tin1e to tinw' hon. HH::~n1bcrs ,_upposite have 
r fnTccl to the' co't of the' scheme. I want 
tlwm to realise that this year the Inker­
rnan mill estimates to crush 160,000 
tun""' of cane frmn this area, and, 
taking that product at. a monP) value 
of £2 ]Wr ton, we haYe a Yery high 
Yalue indeed. and. if we estimate it oYer 
a period of t>YO years, the cost of th0 scheJ?e 
is more than met. l\'ot only is prospenty 
created round about Inkerrnan. but pros­
peritv is created elsewhere by the increased 
traffic on our railways frmn the carriage 
of sugar: and work is created by the loading 
of the sugar and by the valu" in general 
available to the community. I Lllll one of 
those who belieYe-and it is quite right in 
principle-that the whole State should carry 
a portion of the financial burden of any 
irrigation schcrnc. 

Mr. ELPHI~STONE: Where is the money to 
cmne from 't 

Mr. COLLIJ'\S: The hon. member cannot 
o-et >tway from the het of where the money 
f._, comi:rig fronl. It ls C'Oming from produc­
tion. where all money cotnes from. If hon. 
mernbero went into our librarv and picked 
up any authority on irrigation, they would 
hardl:-7 find an irrigation schcrnc in ctny part 
of the· wodd which is payable. By payable 
I mean th>tt it is able to pay int.·rest on the 
capital expended. 

Mr. ELPHI~STONE: What about Egypt? 
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cvlr. COLLINS: In a general kind of wav 
irigation scherne''' arc payable proposilion~s 
just thA sarne flS l'oads. They inrrease pro~ 
duction. I remember the time v:lwn I had 
to stand hy in this House for a period of 
ten :vears li~toni11g to n1ember~ of thr? Orposi~ 
tion criticising and ridiculing the Inkerrnan 
irrigation r.,'hen1c. The ~ugar-growers iu 
that portion of Queensland did not thank the 
Oppo,;ition for tho criticism they hurled at 
1 he schmne. A few years ago there \Vas only 
a few people liYing on the Inkcrman estate. 
while. at the nrcsent time. we have more 
than 1,300 electors on the roll for that area, 
which goes to show what. has been accom­
plished bv the irrigation scheme. 

HoNOFR·iBLE ME,IBERS: Hear. hear ~ 

J\lr. COLLIXS: The GownmJmt can take 
a good deal of credit for the incrc•ase in 
population in that district on account of the 
scheme. 

HoxocrnABLE Yh::\IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. COLLINS : The Commissioner and all 
those connected with the scheme arc also to 
be complimonted on its success and on the 
lowering of costs. I notice that the amount of 
coal required to work the machinerv has b<>en 
r<cduced, and that there is a co"neiderablc 
increase in the earnin~s, compared ·with the 
years gone by. 

:\Ir. ELPillNBTOXE: \Yhat is this cheap coal 
thu t is being used there? 

:\lr. <'OLLT::\'S: It is c"l!el "duff." a 
mwll coal which is supplied from the Bowen 
SL1te coaln1inc at a cheap rate. \YP can 
< ongratulate our~elv~..~s on the succcs~ of the 
Inker1nan irrigation schemE! frorn a produc­
tion point of vi0\Y, and also for the ptospt:rity 
it~ harJ brought to trade in the Bowen 
e!edorate. 

:\Ir. RRFCE: Xo one on tlw Opposition ,·ide 
i·3 garnc t.o c6ticisc 1hat ~pcz:ch. 

Mr. KELBO: How much of the capital 
expended has been 1Hitten off' 

:\fr. I'."ARRE:\' (Jlw·n"''ba): I am never 
afraid of a challcng·c. The Government haYe 
PntPrccl into all their irrigation <;.;f'hf'mE"' 
bliudlv. I'Vhat did tiJO hon. member for 
Bowen prove in his speech about the Inker· 
man scheme? He did not prove anvthing, 
except that the GovernnlPnt. throuo;h good­
ne;s of heart, wrote off a considerable capital 
sum. and allowed th- Sl,heme to proceed 
without being charg;ed with the interest on 
that money. 

Mr. BRVCE: They made it possible for two 
sticks of cane t.o grow where one grew 
before. 

Mr. WARREN: Allowing that that is so, 
c..tn it be disputed that we are over-producing 
cane? We have thousands of acres of land 
on which cane can be grown without artificial 
means. It is, therefore, not' wise for the 
Government to bring in this scheme-engi· 
neered by two gentlemen, to say the least of 
it. Ko irrigation scheme in Australia is 
doing anything wonderful. The Government 
learned a lesson in connection with irrigation 
from the gentlemen who have come from 
orerseas. I am not professing to be an expert 
of land suitable for irrigation, but I have 
seen land in other States which had no right 
to be irrigated. According to the men from 
o\~erseas, Queensland n1ay be in .a worse 
position in that respect. It is quite possible 
they are in a worse position. I ha Ye no desire 
to cry "stinking fish," as hon. members 

opposite tcrrn it. If we can get irrigation 
schenws to 1rorl<:, well and goo-d; but the 
Go-vprnn1ent should not' becotne iln-olvcd in 
the expenditure of large sums of monev on 
wild-cat' -chcmes. I do not Fav that" the 
scheme shutld not be tested; bu"t the least 
v.-e can do i~ to te~t then1 on a 1noderate 
scale. and not on the extravagant scale that 
has been the f<'a t ure of the past. The 
sr;eechcs delivered in this House 'YCr'_ to the 
effec·t tha• we 1Yere going to have orw of the 
greatc't sclwmcs in the· world in the Dawson 
Valley scheme. which is now being discussed. 
\Vhat is it? It is neither one thing nor the 
other. It is practically at a standstill. The 
GoYermnent are starting JY·here they should 
han• started years ago-they are making a 
test of thp ~oil. Fanc·y embarking upon such 
an undertaking without previously making 
an analvsis of the soil! At Lecton and 
Griftiths: in New South 'Wale~. thcv are 
trying (o gTO\Y rice, and to a certain. extent 
they are succeeding. Hon. members on this 
side wu11t l'o see dry country irrigated, but 
they ar~ not in favour of a huge debt having 
to be carried by posterity. All we advocate 
is that caution should be shown. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: \Ye are 
naturally cautious. 

}\fr. IVAHREK: That may be a heritage 
of the hon. gentleman, but it is not applicable 
to his r•arty. (Laughter.) ~lr. Theo<lore 
forced thiR ~ehen1e Ul1Dn Parliament against 
the wishe·, of the party. 

.i\Ir. BULCOCK: \Yhat are you talking about? 

Mr. WARREX: I am talking about the 
Dawson sd1eme. which it is well known was 
forced upon the people of Queensland by a 
former Premier. j\,Ir. Theodore. It is time 
that 'n' took stock of the situation. We 
shonld cmbark upon these great schemes 
"-ith more caution than has been displayed 
hitherto. La-;t ~c~.~ion it \Vas not' eYcn known 
what the land there was capable of growing, 
because, when the question was asked in the 
House, i.t could not bo stated definitc!v what 
,, as inte11ded to be gro\vn in that area.~ \Vhen 
the repre,entatiYe of the Commonwealth 
Government came to inspect the area, he 
COLtld nor be tol-d definitely whether the land 
would grow lucerne. I hav<' information 
that luc<mw is growing there. I am not 
going to say that it will not grow, but I am 
doubtful whether we can get defmite infor. 
mation t\)-night that lucerne will grow in 
that area. Take the Leeton and Grifliths 
schemes. That country will grow crops for 
a. few years, but the soil is too shallow, and 
it will become sour and swampy. Unless on 
the banks of the riyers and the alluvial flats, 
there is no country in the area suitable for 
irrigation purposes. The Hume scheme is 
a different thing altogether. That land has 
been tried for years, and it will stand a 
moderate amount of water artificially applied. 
There arc many places in Queensland where 
moderate schemes could have been started 
with only a fraction of the work, and there 
'vould be much less danger of their becoming 
a big national loss. It is wrong for the 
people of the State to be taxed for a scheme 
that is r'ot of a national character. The 
Dawson Vallev scheme is no more of a 
national character than are the fruit farms 
around Buderim. It is a question of those 
settlers working out their own salvation with 
the as,Jiotancc of water. If the Government 
are going to charge the consolidated revenue 
with the cost of a scheme such as that. we 
do not know how far it will go. It is a 

lt1r. W0rren.] 
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wroug- principle to charge the co't of such 
a ~cheru e to consoll·Ja tcd reYcnue unle~s it 
is intPndcd to reticulate the watN over a 
large area of conntry) as is do11e in connec­
tion with the irrigation schcnle'> in Victoria. 
Vast tracts of countrv in the mallee and 
\Vimmpra districts ai·e watered bv rhose 
irrigation scht'tne'"i. In those districts there 
art~ thousand:3 of milrs of channelling. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA:-.:Ds : ,\ll 
conuem.iH_"'d in the initial stages. 

:Ylr. \YAHrn;:'\: Tlwse schenws were a 
success. before the ho11. n1ernber ever thought 
of ~uch a thing-. They were starn~d in a 
small way, and were extended gradually. 
These chaunclo in the fir·st place were for the 
purpose of watering dry country, and not 
for i rrig-::ttiou purposes. 

~Ir. Bm:Clc: The Dawson scheme would 
irrigat ~ tho whole of Victoria 

:Ylr. \YARHE':\: Evidentlv the hon. mem­
ber has never D('en in Yictorin. He should 
go dmyn there and t'akc a look rounc!. \Yhell 
I \Ya'- {_:.nit-'' a youug~tcr thesr channels iu 
Victoria we're bei11g conf'trur'ted, aud the, 

a1·c ( on,;tantly b~~ing extended. 
[8 p.m.] :t\o one will c.-er object to going 

in for a ~chcrnc of that drscrip­
tion iu this t;ta1r. Th(re is 110 qnestinn that 
there if' roou1 j n Quct)n~land for su(;h an 
unde!rtaking. 

:\Ir. C. J. Rn:-.:: You just said there is 
no goud lan-d in Qucerbland. 

:\fr. \Y.-\RRE:\': It is hard to deal with a 
person who will not tell the truth. I said 
thNc are not the de0p alluvial wils in 
Quecndand. Our soils arc just as good for 
lhe puq1o~t·; in fa<.:t, we have better soils in 
Qucenslr,nd. \Ve have a good deal more good 
country in Queensland than any other State. 

GovER;:.;ME:-.:·r MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WARRE:'\: But I would not say that 
it ls as good for irrigation purposes. I am 
not sayin:; this for political purposes. I 
ha Ye scell these schemes in the South from 
m:-· infancy. alld have watched their develop­
ment. I have seen similar schemes in Egypt 
and other countric.. If Egypt had the same 
eoil that \ve have in Queensland, irrigation 
would be a fnilure there. It is the deep 
>oil in the delta of the :\'ile that makes 
irrigation ~nch a \vonderful success there. 

l\Ir. KELSO (Xundal,;: Year after year 
the hem. member for Bowcn defends the 
Inkcnnan irrjgation ~chen1('. He was rather 
jubilant this evening when he found the 
Opposition had nothing to say about the 
InkPrrnan ~cbcn1e. T1JC hon. n1cmhcr is 
determined wlJCll('\·cr po,>ible to uphold that 
schcnw. I do not blame him for that. but I 
do not ugrC'P \Yith hi:;: argnJJlPnt.~. 1-Ie told us 
to-night that Inkerman··is now getting to be 
a payable [lroposition. but any proposition 
could be payable under similar conditions. 
Ink0rman eonld be a splendid proposition 
if the GoYernmcnt were to write off the 
whole of the capital debt, and the hon. 
member for Bowen would be jubilant if they 
did so. # 

Let !llQ show what the Auditor-General has 
to say on page 96 of his re port with regard 
to Inkerman-

" The operntion~ for the :rear disclose 
a loss of £13.819 6s. 3d .. aft<'r clehiting 
Profit and Loss Account with interest on 
Trust overdraft £2.369 6s. llcl.. and 
interest on loan £17,527 10s. 3d. (includ-

[M r. ·w arrcn. 

ing arrear,, £4,277 lls. 7d.). For the 
financial vf'ar 1926-27 the loss on this 
area was ·£15,860, but this a] ·O includes 
deferred iutercst amounting to £4.277 
lls. 7d." 

Yl't the hon. member is pleased with Inker­
num ! To unc!Nstand Inkerman properly 
fnnn the flnnncial point of vic,v, it is neces­
sary to go back to its inception. On that 
the Auditor-General says this-

" The accurnula tcd losses to 30th June, 
1928, total £40.464 4s. lld.; to this must 
be acld0d deferred Treasul'\· interest 
£8.555 and £163,344 \nitteil off the 
capital cost in ,June, 1923." 

'1. total amount nf £212,000 has been written 
off this farr101h I11kennan irrlgatiou schen1e. 

The hon. member for Bowen says that 
you ca11110t expect an irrig.1t.ion sd{emo to 
}Jay ns an irrigation schen10. but you have 
to look at the collateral ach·antage in the 
sc.tl. lllL'nt of 1,300 people on the land. If, 
irL~tcad of going in for some oi their social~ 
i~ tic scltcnlc:~. :s:1ch as State stations~\'\ ild­
cat schcmes..:_the Government had cleYoted 
that- n1onev ,vhicb has been written off to 
<'nconrrrgini indu~try by advnncing it at a 
lG\Y rate of interest. \YC would not be cning 
out ~o 111uch about. the need for secondary 
indust1·ies in which to cn1ploy the rising 
g<·ncration, and about 1nitigating the evih 
of nlH~n1ploynH~nt. The hon. n1en1ber's. argn­
Hl''nt" .a..rc ab::;;urd in the cxt:!:ctnr, and, if 
he had any sense, he would keep off Inker-
Juan. 

1\Ir .Cor.u:-.:s: I im·ite you to go up to 
Iuk{•rnHUl and tnakc the~ smuc :-;peech there 
dud. you. )"re ddiY::ring nolr. 

J.Ir. KELSO: The question is whether it 
js true. It cannot do anv l1ann to tell even 
the people at Inkerrnan that they are getting 
H!O!H'Y at the 0xpcnse of the State. There is 
no reason whv there should not be hundreds 
of lnkermanS u11der tho san1c conditions. 
\\hen 1 hr Government J.aunchecl the famou' 
1Jawson Valley gcheme. hon. members oppo­
site talked. not in hundreds of thousands, but 
in millions of pounds. It \\as to be the· 
biggest artificial lake in the world-every­
thing was to be on the biggest scale. On 
another occasion we were told that the Go­
,·ernment r1roposed to spend £5,000,000 on 
0rccting State iron and steel works at Bowen. 
Fortunately, these schemes "·ere nipped in 
the bud, and. in r0o;ard to the State iron and 
steel works. 'the State has been saved a con­
r.idcrable amount of 1noncv. I ouestion. 
whcthr r the verc· able head· of the- [rriga­
tion Cotntnission IVDu1d advocate~ the Dawson 
Yalley scheme in its entirety as propounded 
at the O[Wning-. I bcliPve that tho propel' 
polic:-· of the GovPrnmcnt would bo to estab­
li~h quite a nurnbc~r n£ 111odcrat.c-sizcd schelnf's. 
all over Queensland rather than spend mil­
lions on a scheme in one. part of the State. 
\Ve would nof have all om· eggs in one 
basket. The Dr.Yelopment nnd .Migration 
Conunission-men who are expert in sizing 
up :;uch und0rtakir'gs-woulcl. I am · ure. bo 
only too glad to i1elp Queensland by adYanc­
ing some CJ£ the large sum of n1onev which 
is aY;tilablc at 1~ per cPnt., because !he ulb~ 
mate objec' is to settle peorJle on the land 
from OYfrseas. 

~h. BRrcE: Good Australians ! 

Mr. KELSO: These men recommr.nded 
that the GovcrnmPnt should not be advanced 
sufficient money to complete the Nathan daru 
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•OJ' the DaYYson Valley undertaking in it·, 
entireh·. but iha t the Government 8honld be 
cantiot~s So there is an appropriation of 
£100,000 for the purposes of experiment, 
and th,, Go,·ernment need tD get all the 
udvice they can from experts in order to find 
out Yvhcth•_•r the expendituee will be of 
lasting bew•fit to the State. I think it is 
Ynong tc• lanneh ihPse huge schemes in an:y 
part of Queemland. 

Irrigation can Le profitably extended to 
other sections of the State. [ have heard 
the hon. memlwr for 'Yarwick make a very 
fine :;:pcech pointing out that. 1Yith the expen­
diture of a. ree~ouable Rnn1 of 1nonev. a verv 
profitabl0 irrig·ittion schenH: eou1d "be insti­
tuted in the \YanYick and Killarncv districts. 
Ills arf.,.Ul110lltf' "\Yerc irrt'futablc>~ If the 
Gon=-rntn(•nt are in earnost in desiring to 
ntak(' irrign.tion a. ~uccess in this State, they 
'houlcl "'' ahlish scheme, in clilferf'nt por· 
lion~ of Queen-land to enable 1he people in 
1hosL' nn'a~ to shaec in th0 benefit:-:; to be 
dcriYed. The G-ovcrnrnent should not con­
iine thPir r."ffort,; to 0110 parricular section 
in ore! er to bt• ablt to 'a'" that th,ov con­
Hnl('tcd tltC' largest artificial dam ~n the 
Ymrld. 

I hop'' the hon. mcmlwr for 13owen will 
not cclJI itme tn Ywar;7 the llouse by talking 
of tl11• gr~~at ~ucce~s of the 1nk(rinan 3chemc 
If W(' arc g-oing to have- ::,uccesf:. with ou~ 
irri::...'uticm :'C1F'nle~ on the .' arne linc3 of 
sucn•ss a' ha"'" been achiPn·rl on thP. Inker-
11Htn C'"l nt'\ th:,n Qu('C'llsland will be bank­
rupt. I" the haiL Int'mber would only study 
the financi,!] sidt• a' wPII '" ilw other side 
lw woait! .,m·ch- h•YlC',tlY at!n;it that th~ 
Ink('lTunu ~chenlc ha.;; n01 hrPn a succcs.;;;, 
but 1J<:t:". been a great burdC'n to the State. -, 

::\1L CouJxs: :It is a spl0ndid success from 
1hP poinr of Yicw of prodHction. You can­
uot HlldPr~tand that. 

:\Jr. KEJ.SO: \n irrigoti01; ~cheme can 
!Je mad<' a 'ltf'CO'S if thp lnncl io suitable and 
ihe burdt>n of Jiabiiity of a huge debt has 
not to be can·iNL Aceording to the Auditor­
Gcnerah rl'JlOrt. this little irrigation scheme 
has bad writtPn ofl' nD lpss than £212,000. 
1 am iJUil0 certain lhat, if the• Government 
wcrC' f:1ced with another f'Cht'HW sirnilar to 
that at Inkt'rman. thcv YYculd absolutelv turn 
it clown. It YYonlcl lj'c their clutv to dD so. 
Jhe ;,·home is in the f'lectoralf' of the hou. 
IncnJ!J01: for Bowcn, and .he has to puff it up, 
but. 1t 1~ lJot. a good thing £u1~ his oT,vn Go­
VPrnnH•nt. IIP places thcrn in a false posi­
~ion hy Loo~tiug. the sche1no attd speaking of 
1ts succccs. It 1s a most lanll·ntable failure 
f~Olll tlH' financial l)oini CJ{ \·iel\r, and is a 
b1g l1unlf'n to the Stair'. notwithstandin~ 
ilw het I hat rhere an• · 1.300 people- o~ 
lnkf'rmti tl. 

I\lr. TIAHTLI~Y (Filzro11): :\Iembers of 
thi~ party rP)_H'cscnting t.hp Central and 
l\onhcrn cliYi~ions are oblig'Pd to ihe last 
t~Yu sp, ct!\:cl·s for !h£'ir rL·rnarks on the irriga­
iJOn rn·oJf'(:t~ of Jnk0rn1an and the Dawson 
Vrdl( .'·. I can assure tho.,c hon. gentlemen 
that I ,],,1! pre,crvc their speeches, a.nd 
(JlHd e thern during the next olections. They 
lll'O charactcri,tie of the [rtil1:c outlook o'f 
t-hof:e hon. 111Crnhcrs- so characteristic of then1 
when considering· big schcrnes. for the wel­
fnrP of tiJC State, a fadot· that aPsists this 
part: considerably during elections. Both 
t hcsl' hon. g-entlemen miss this point in con­
·ncction YYith both ihe Da yy,;on Vallev and 
lnkenmcn chemeo. Prioe io the <pplica-

tion oi the efforts of this Government to 
those schemes by the establishment of plants 
for raising the water and distributing it over 
i hr: couHtry, these area:;, as fai~ as Inkern1an 
is concerned, were practically waste country 
and non-procluctiYc. Any scheme that will 
transform \Yastc• countr:;· to productive coun­
try and support a population of 1,300 adults 
rnu.st be pronounced a succes~. irrcspE'ctive 
o: the financial position. The fig·urcs quoted 
L.<· the hon. member for Nunclah were wrong. 
The sum of .£163.000 was the amount of 
capital cost written orf the Inkcrman irriga­
tion sch0ml'. Tht' hon. member adds up the 
interest that would hRve been Parned if it 
had been paid. The het remains that, 
owing to the action of this Government in 
establishing th0se jrrigation \vorks, there i~ 
a bi~ incTPU~f' in production and a great 
number of people have now contented. happy 
homes on that area. 

As reg-ards the hon. member foe :::viur­
rumba's remark,; about the DaYYSOn Vallev 
scheme. the Dawson Valley ·vas always ;, 
good tract of country for raising cdtle. It 
had the big· disadYantagc that. at certain 
periods alld scaE-ons, it wa~ ~ubjcct to big 
inundations and big floods. :wd that, at other 
periods. it Rtdl:'er0d fron1 sen•re drougll1s. 
It conld o~<l,v produce cattle. ond thcrt' w>:s 
alwavs a dang·er whc'n the liPrds w£~rC' at their 
grenfc::-t poir;t. and wh0Ii eyer~:thiug sf'emed 
to be ~;oiu!T right. that n drought would 
come awl half thP. <'attk would b0 lost. 
T]un n1ca ut a big loss in IYCnlth. and man~­
peoplP haYP l:t'"11 ruined in the Da.·v1son 
Vallev. althout:h it has the ach·antag·' of 
haYin'o· onf' of the bi(ro·e,-;f riYe-r~ in Austra1ia. 
if yot~ t·~k(' it :-;ing1;.~' Owing to the aetion 
of thi~ GoYf'l'llP'cnt. a big ~afcg;ua.rd will bt• 
llHtdP aunuall:r in the cattle industry against 
drougbt as agn in~t tlJat trcn1e11dou-. lo~~ that 
occur2. c\·t~rv fi..-c) or six vcar~l \Vhen drought 
C'OIJHh'· I.;;, .it r:ot worth ~sorncthing to spend 
£LOOO,OOJ or £2.000.000 on a 'ch<'me to make· 
in~urallC'P ae;ai11:-;t rlroaght. to inC'l'Caf.f' the 
eattlc w0alth which was onlv cattle beforP. 
into better catt],, and into prod nee 9 It is 
all ycrv \Yf'll to say. "'What does tlw c~untry 
grovv ?'' One hou. n10mber wanted to knO\Y 
the depth of the soil. \Vl,at is the use of 
lllE'i:lRuring it \Yhcn you can P."f' the :-oil i:1 thf' 
biggpst ri \'Cr for a rlcpth of 30 or 40 feet'? 
B0f01'C th0 hon. n1cn1hPr could get a grind­
stone out of thP pyran1ids. he \Votdd want 
to drill thn pvramid to '"" if tiJf'l'(' was 
PIIOugh :-:;tour> for vdwi: h0 wn.r:tcd. That is 
about the rneasur0 of l1l~ rnind. 

1 hope tl1cre will bco no hcsitar.ion on the 
part of the ( :oYernment. to procped with 
this schPnw. It does not matter about the 
report of the ])pyP}opmPHt and ~fig-ration 
Commi"ion This GoYHntnPnt clccided to 
procPed IYith the Rch0n1c long before Mr. 
Theoclore lwcarne Pr<'mier. One of the main 
nrP.n in adYocating 'this sdt0tnl' wa.~ the 
t~en1-1Pmail -..yho ::.it:~. in front of the .h~Hl. 
nH'l1l h01' for -:.'vlu rrurabn on the Oppo~It1on 
bench-a formf·r n1Pn1b I' of thi~ party--thP 
l:nn. ltH•rnl-wr for XonnnHL:v. Jt wa:o; one of 
ihP main plnnb in llw 1915 election, and 
the C0ntrnl n~PatllC'l':-l agr0c:d thnt they ·would 
pn~h for a bi):!.· sy'".tf'rn of irrigation on thP 
Jlayy·.-on \' ,, Jlc,-. That was for 1\YO main 
n 1. on~~a L:g :;,•ttlPlllC'llt, and agricnltun~I 
prodnrtion to proYidP ag-rif'nltural W£'a1th 
ancl fo<ltkr for thC' V\"c•t and Central district, 
and also as an in~urancc ag8inst drought. 
I hope that t],,, Go·>PI'Illneni' YYill not hesitate 
or lllOHke:v about with an~vbody's opinion. 
\Ve have our own opinions and hav0 our 

Prlr. Hartlcyi] 
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men working on it, and what money can be 
made available will be made available to 
push the work on actively and energet.ieally, 
becaU"C' in that way great lo>ses \\ill be 
a;-oided, and capital (;xpended which is not 
earning iutercf't will thou earn interest. 

Resolution 77 (Department of Public Lands 
-Irrigation and \Yater Supply Commission) 
agreed to. 

Resolutions 78, 79, and 80 agreed to. 
Hc~olutiou Sl~''Dtzwrfm('nt of LalHJur ruul 

Industry (lJ•tlante of 1oft·) ,._ 

Mr. KELSO (Xundah): The Industrial 
Arbitration Act ~an be dealt with under 
this ,~ate. On a preYions occasion I asked 
~ouw (!UC'stion~ 'vith rofercnC'e to the duties 
which it is incumbent upon the judges of the 
Boanl of Tncde and Arbitration to perform. 

:\Ir. !lt-LCOCK: You made a speech. 

:\lr. KELSO: I may have made a spCE'ch. 
a~ the hon. !nc:n ber ~ugges.ts, but. I abo 
a~kcd a qtH'\hon, and tho aHS\\"C'l' given \vas 
not ;;atisfactor~,·· \Ye are paJ-ing a large 
f'lllll of Inoncy to three v,0ntlerncu who are 
charged with certain dutie~. and 1 think tb:; 
tinll' ha" o.rriYccl when the~-~ ought to carr:iT 
out tho:-'(' dutio~. Thc~c g:entlcJHC'li were 
appoiinPd under tho Indn~tl·ial A.rbitration 
Act "\menclnwnt. Act of 1925, and they took 
officl' undPr ccrt.ain eonditiou~. The Act 
say; they han' to do certain thing,. \Yhe11 
the ll>. a~ure. bycallH' law the judgt..'~ \Yore nc\Y 

to 1-hc11' 110~ltiOllS, and it. {'an be undt1 rstood 
that ]Pnicucy would have to Le 0xtended to 
thern-tha t they would ha w• to be given 
r~rnc. ju~t as .. we wi11 sa.t,~, the Brn('c-Pago 
Gon'l'nllH'nt \nil have to be giYPtl time. 

Mr. Bn£-CE: Thev ought to be given 
"tinw" all right. ·(Laughter.) 

. :\Ir. KELSO: They natural!_,- \YCl'e giyen 
tinH' on big questions, and I think that in 
a month or two we will sec the pffect of 
that. But do we see much effpct from the 
work of thP judges on the bench of the 
Board of T1·adc and Arbitration·: Th0v 
are called together. thc1. have their confer­
(•nce'l, and they [\'ive their decisions: but 
they arc not paid a large salarv of £2.000 
a year ~irnply to decide cases in the court. 

Th0 SPEAKER· Order! I do not pro­
pose to allow the hon. member to muke an 
attack on judges. 

Mr. MoRGAN: It is not an attack. 

The SPEAKER: I am the judge of that. 
GovERN}IENT ::VIE}JBERS : Hear, hear ~ 

1\h. KELSO : The Act savs that these 
.iudg·es shall make reports on ~ertain things. 
I propose to show that the reports that 
should have been mad0 have not been made. 
'Cnr!Pr section 5 of the Ad of 1925 it is 
provided that the administrative functions 
of the Board of Trade and Arbitration 
shall be-

" To acqnlre and disse1ninatc know­
ledge on all matters connected with 
industrial occupations, with a. view to 
;mpronng the industrial rt'la.tionships 
nd.w<•en emplovers and workers and com­
bat the evils of unemployment;" 

I do not see much fruits of that-
" To collect and publisb information 

relating to or affecting industrial con­
dition.s ;" 

\Ve have not seen any of that-
" To propound schemes for welfare 

work and report to the Governor in 

[Jlfr. Hartley_ 

Council on all matters relating to such­
work and to the insurance of employees 
against loss or injury caused by unem­
vloyrnent, siekness, accident, or indus­
trial diseases ; " 

The second part of that was ah·cadY in 
operat-ion. Then we h~tvc about the "only 
thing that the:. have done-

" To report on any matter referred to· 
it as to the prices of commodities or 
senices and as to whether or not mono­
polies or trade rings exist for the pur­
JlO'<' of unfairl:o keeping up the prices of 
cormnoditics; '~ 

Then I lwvc not seen any report about this-
" To report upon the productivity of 

indu-..;tries, the 1nunhcr of employees in 
any indmtry. and the effect or probable 
effect of tlw regulation of the conditions 
nf :tny inclu-try upon such productivity;'· 

Thc•n t lwy are supposed-
.. To coibirler and report upon the 

1 lHIU'"-tria 1 efficipncy of the community, 
the organi.;;:ation of 1 he lu bour rnarket 
~uH1 o;_Jportnllitic~ of en1plo: l1lent, and 
:·ll qnPstioJh relating to unemploy~ 
lllf'llt·'' 

\Y(~ aH' ~till in the dark tiS to v:hat their 
Yi('\Y.., trt in that f('gard-

,. To n•ll<'c-1 and pnblish from time to 
tintc stn ti~tic:' of Yitai, social, and jndus­
trial n.at.U'r~ anti on labour. crnp}oyrnent 
a11d nneruplo~·n1ent. in specific industries 
and ou other fH'PPcrill(~d n1attcr::-: 

.. To cncou rage and assist in the estab­
lishment in different industries of mutual 
\H1 lfarc <·on1n1ittees and industrial 
onncil~. and of subsidiar.\· shop com­

Inittccs for 1ndiYidual enterprise..,;" 

\Y c are still in the dark as to \V hat they 
think on that-

,, To 0ncouragc and assist schen1cs for· 
'llUtual co-operation between employers­
<llld employees; 

" r:Co encourage and assist in the estab­
lishment of hostels for women workers 
and "\vorkn1en's clubs and libraries;" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTrRE : Are vou. 
making your speech by reading from ·the 
~tatute? 

Mr. KELSO: I am stating what the duties 
of the judges <tre. 

Mr. BRlJCE: I think thev will all resign• 
to-rnorrow when they kno\\~ \Yhat they are .. 
(Laughter.) 

'\Ir. KELSO: Hon. members on the other· 
'id0 do not like it. Thev introduced the 
Bill with a flourish of trtlmpets, and said 
the'' were [\'oin.a· to enlarge the opportunity, 
as they called it, of the judges to do certain 
work;. They have also--

" To rC])Ol't :1ttd adYi~e on sf'he1nes for 
the better housing of the people ; and 
to considrr and report upon anv othe1· 
matter refenwl to it by the :Minister." 

would like to know whether the l\Iiuister 
has suggPsted to the Board cf Trade and 
Arbitration that he wanted it to report on 
other matt£·r, TheRe a 1'<~ things \VO want 
t') know. This Board of Trade and Arhitra­
tion cost.; the State a considerable suni of 
1noney. and hecause it Wl·•S going to cost 
a considerable sum of money the GO\·ern­
rnent of the rlay ~aid, "\V0 arc g·oing to 
put IT1cn in there oapable of carrying out 
the 'vork." I arn not calling into question 
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!lw ability of these gentlemen, but I want 
to kno.v whv it i' that these reports, which 
chould have been made availa.ble to the 
public, ar<' not ftnni,hcd bv the Bo&rd of 
Trade and Arbitration, a1id I want the 
:Minister to explain what his procedure is 
going to bP. T ~ he going to suggest to the 
nwmbcl's of till' Board of Trade and Arbitra­
tion that they have certain functions to per· 
form, ;• majority of which have been 
n()glcctc'd ·: Is he going to ask the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration to furnish Pa~·lia­
rnent with reports on the various n1atte:rs I 
have InPutionecl '? Is ho going to a~k the 
Board of Trade and ~\rbitration to diesemi­
nato iufonnation on these 'ital economic 
qne~tio~l:-3 \\-·hich the lllPlnbers ar~ Sltllpo:-er1 
to hnve th(~ ability to go into'? I would 
:-;ngg"(1 :";t that thC' hon. gcntlcn1an 8honld do 
that '0 that the Siato will gPt full valuP 
for tht nlorL':V paid to th('SC g;e11t1en1en. I 
<:m not <cl\'ing thot tl1·. v han• dcliberatelv 
llcg!Pctt d .their job. bLit thr r0 is a fai'r 
<~mount of comnH:t~t outside as to v:}Jat the 
Poanl oi Tt·-·dP 'tlld Arl1itration onght to 
do. urL Ulttil thPY haYc nt:J.cle ~!l dfort to 
C'arry out tlte thrti.ef' lclid do1vn. by the Act, 
th· \- Hi'~' nor caJTYing oat the" functions for 
"'shich pard. They haYe had a good 
l1r( 1_1 <tllcl the tir11e ha::: 11ow 

oughc to be c-v:;kecl to carr:· 
otlL a~ far a:-~ po·-· iblc~ tlh dntics ::qwciiit. cl 
i1 the Acr nuder - !tiel1 the-;· IYCr0 al)poiliied. 

'I'll( ~ECHETARY FOR LABO'CR c\:\ll 
IXDCSTRY ;Hon. D. \. Gl,~chon. !psiCich): 
I I' a11t to point 0:1t to the hon. rncrubcr ihat, 
nnd<•r the Act, ihc Board of Trade and Arbi­
tration lt:t~ two fuuctioHs-one judicial and 
one adruiiJi"'tr~ltiYe. It i~. a jndieial bodY 
appointed b~.7 PadiamL~ut, and ·it, carri('s ou't. 
it:-. judic-ial \\·urk, being rc~pon·,ible onlv to 
Parliament in that respect. If tlw 'hon. 
g,_•ntleulall do~~ not k~-JO\V that, he ought to 
know it. Ccl'!ainly the Ar does p~·ovidc 
for \vide adrninistrative pO\vc-rs, and the Go~ 
vernn1ent, if thev ~o wi"h. could a!'k the 
Board of Trade ;,nd Arbih:ation to inquire 
1nto an.v rnatter--'~neh as the housing of the 
pl'ople and eO forth. -

2\Ir. KEU'<O: It says they "shall " do so. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR LABOL'R A)ID 
I~Dl_,STRY: If it is nece"sary to inquire 
into these n1attcrs, \Ve have a body colnpl·tent 
to do the work. HoweYcr. we have a proper 
housing Fchernc in Queensland now, and the 
Govr-rnn1ent see no necessity to refer tllat to 
an:-bod_v. 

:Mr. KELSO: iYhy put it in here? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOrR AND 
I)!Dl_'STH Y: It is there if it is neccssarv 
but it is uot necessary because, under t:h~ 
\VorkNs' Dwc>llings Act and the iVorkers' 
Homes Act, we provide a proper housing 
scheme for the people of Queensland. The 
hon. member will find that a report has 
been rocetvecl under the Profiteermg Pre­
vention Act, and, if he reads that report 
he will 'ee what work the Board of Tra.d~ 
and Arbitratiou has been doin.r in (~uec'ns· 
laud. The Board of Trade and Arbitration 
deals not only with the wages, hours, and 

conchtions of the workers, but 
[8.30 p. m.J also \VJth any matter that may 

al'Ise bchveen on1ployer and em­
ployee o!· bet\\ ecn the retailer and the con­
snnwr. \V hut has been the result: The result 
is that Queensland, although for the last two 
or thrN' yu.<rs going through the most severe 
drought in the history of the State, is in 

the fortunate position of having the lowest 
cost of living of any State in the Common-· 
wealth. 

Let us SL'Cl whether rhe board ha" func­
tioned in the interests of Queensland. The 
best we can do for the workers of any State 
is to keep the co't of living within reason­
able bounds, because it means a great deal to· 
thPm if the cost of living is kept down and 
not allowed to rise to snch a height as to 
prevent them from living comfortably under 
the standard fixed by the board. 

2\Ir. Knso: You arc labouring something 
which I admitted. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
IXlJCSTRY: Th.J Board of Trade and Arbi­
tration prosenh•cl a report showing that at 
tho r:nd of tTunc last, taking the index figure 
of £1 as the htt,is in 1811, the cost of living 
Jll the rliff"rcnt ca,pihl cities of the States 
n t 30th ,June last \Yas-

£ '· d. 
Bri:-1

)fllH" 1 11 2 
~IelbOJ:rnc 1 14 9 
1IobarL 13 3 
_-\rldai.le 1 15 5 
S.vd11e:, 1 17 1 
-~_}l'rt h 1 15 4 

:'1:.0\\ in~~· that Qu~•en..,!aud 1s in an advan­
taglCJUS IJo::!tio:! 111Hle · ihc operations of the 
Board of T1 ~d· and A1·Litratlon, SD far as 
th• c0st of living 1s conct•riH•d. 

Let 1 >C' sho\\ tile· l1Hpron.>n1ent in the pur­
d,,~ein-~· ]10\H'l' of 1lw £1 during that par­
ticular term. T:tkc the capital cities for 
fo.;c! and l:TOI.L'ric for J·hc· June quarier of 
lc28. Tak.ing tlw period from :\larch, 1920, 
dming 1d1ich tir;"' pmciically the Board of 
Trade and Arbitration has be::n jn opera.­
tion. the atHount. in Brisbane has been 
red need from 40". 4d. to 33s. 5d. There 
has been an itnprovcnH:_-nt in the purchasing 
v-alue of the £1 during that time of 6s. lld. 

\fr. I(r:LSO: 'Yhat are ;.-ou _,,tonewalling 
for'! 

The SECRETAHY FOR LABOUR AND 
L'\'Dl:STRY: The hon. mcmher for Nundah 
asked what the Board of 'l'radc and Arbitra­
tion is do:ing. 

Mr. KELSO: I told you that they were 
doing that. 

The f'ECRETAHY FOR LABOUR AND 
1)llll"STRY: iYhen l point out what the· 
Hoard of Trade and .\rbitration has done, 
the hon. member wants to know why I am 
giving him this inforn1ation. 

Mr. KELBO: Tell rn about something else. 

The SECRET".\RY FOR LABOUR AND 
INJYCSTRY: I will answer the hon. mem­
ber's question in 1ny o\vn way. The irnprove­
lliPnt durinp; that term was·-

Qucen~land 
Sydney 
Perth 
Adelaide 
Hobart 

s. d. 
611 
5 8 
3 5 
1 2 
1 9 

while Victoria--the State hon. members oppo­
site arc always crowing about--went back 
to the extent of 3s. 9c1. That is the position 
in rep;ard to the improvement effected during­
rho vears the Board of Trado and Arbitra­
tion .,ha·" been in OJlcration. 

I want to point out that the latest figures. 
giveu hv the Commonwealth Statistieian 
show that the ""n of £ + 5s. (the basic wage 

lion. D. A. Gledson.] 
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in Queensland) is equivalent to the following 
amounts in tho other States:-

Tasmania 
\Vestcrn Australia 
South Australia 
Victoria ... 
="cw South \ValPs 

£ 8. d. 
4 8 4 
4 lC 2 
4 14 0 
4 14 5 
4 19 5 

That shows the position we are in in connec­
tion with the Board of Trade and Arbitra­
tion. Th0r0 is a very in1portant rAport 'vhich 
has been submitted· by the Board of Trade 
and Arbitration to this House, which shows 
what has been done by the board to improve 
the conditions of the workers in Queensland. 

The hon. member for Nundah raised the 
question of unemployment and statistics. 
:-:omething has been done along that line. 
A statistical survey .has been made by the 
GoYernmcnt. 

:<'.Ir. KELSO: I am not talking about the 
Government, but about the Board of Trade 
and Arbitration. 

Permanently employed .. 
Casually or part time employed 

Domestic labour 

Unemployed registered at Labour Exchanges 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOuR AND 
IKDuSTit Y: A statistical report has been 
obtained with regard to unemployment. 

.:\Ir. KELSO: From the Board of Trade and 
Arbitration? 

The SECRETARY FOR. LABOuR AND 
1:'\DrSTRY: ::\"ot from the Board of Trade 
aud .\rbitration. The Boar-d of Trade and 
.-\rbitration has all these figures submitted 
te it. The statistical survev as at the 31st 
l\iarch. 1928, discloses the following :-

~umber employed on the 31st 
March 1928 151,937 

1\umbur' unemployed on the 
31st :\larch. 1928 11,687 

163,624 

(Kon:.--Domestic labotir Ill private 
homes io not included.) 

The statistical survey for the qu:,rter ended 
31st ~Ia re h. 1928, resulted as hereunder.-

126,946 
7~,488 

200.434 
34,387 

23J.821 
11.687 

Number unemrloyed on account of disability, sickness, old 
age, and other causes . . . . . . . . . . 

246,508 

36,119 
23,618 Number of employers . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Number who work on tLeir own account and who do not 
employ labom . . . . 64,872 

Dependants, ministers of Ieligion, persons of independent 
means, inmates of eharitable and religious in~titutions, 
etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~32,002 

90J,ll9 Estimated population of tl.e State as at 31st March, 19~8 

The Board of Trade and Arbitration makes 
every effort to proviJe for all contingencies. 
lt is d<Jing a tremendous work. \Vhenever 
a call io made its members arc ready to 
;-o from one end of Queensland to the other, 
deal with indust.rial disputes. and secure 
industrial peace. Tbev han' don<> >vonderful 
work in this respect. · l t is on!,- when it is 
regarded with a fair and unbiassed mind that 
thei1· work is realised. I think that replies 
dfectivcly to the hon. meruber for Nundah. 

.Ylr. KELSO: It is a. bit of special pleading. 

The SECHETARY IWH L\BOl.'R A="D 
1:\DUSTHY: There is no need for special 
pl<'aclin"·· because the people know what 
theY are doing. In Queensland \H' haYe had 
mon• indlFtrial peace and less time lost 
throvgh strikes than anv other State as the 
statistics of the Commor>wealth Statistician 
show. \\'c are in a better position to have 
uc;r dispute's dealt \Yith <~xneclitiously than 
any other Stall'. and l do ,{ot think 'anyone 
can say a word against the work of t1e 
Board of Trade and Arbitration. 

~Ir. S"\L-\.Y:\E (Jiironi): I am very much 
afraid that, in ']lite of \<"hot the niinister 
has told us. the opinion throughout the com­
~nunit~ is that the board has not justified 
lls. e:os1 cnc-e. Qmlo apart from the question 
rarscd by 1ho hon. member for :\I undah, I 
>a" that. as an industrial tribunal it has 
rw't .i:.-rstified its existence. Nobody 'can say 
that rt has been able to enforee it.s awards. 
:\'obody <an say that tlwre has not been 
( onsid(~l·aLlP jnrlustrinl strife nuder its 
rPgirnc·, although when tlw late Mr. David 
How man supported t h~' industrial legis-

[ Hon. D. A. Gledson. 

-
latiou in 1907. lw said that under it there 
WDuld bt' no rnore strikes. Last year there 
"C'l'<· thirh- strikes. or two and a-half a 
month. H!Jg<· sums haYO been lost through 
<1in'cr action, and throughout Australia, 
'.Yh''''" tiw legi;;lation is on similar lines. all 
our .. hipping ... has b0en in chaos for years. 

Huge sums hayo been lost to the producer 
and to 1 ho cor:sumer through direct action: 
but the Government were utterly incapable 
of l'nforcing the law. l do not kno'v whether 
the fauit lic>s with the Board of Trade and 
Arbination. ;o;ith thP Act under which it 
fnJH·tiotb, or '"'-ith the GoYt'nHnE'nt. who 
should l'nforcc thP la'"· I-Ioweycr. the facts 
tll'f' a3 I haYc stutc·rl. l an1 dealing DO\Y ·with 
only onr• branch of prorlucrion-thP sugar 
iudu,rn--thc· orH_' wit'h which I am best 
el'quail~h·d. IE i~ a very n1ode~t con1puta­
rioll to saY thvt vear after year the producers 
luu (' lo.~t ~a ::;hil'Jing lJCr tOn Of cane as the 
I'<''U lt of dirpct action methodo. amounting 
oCL tht 1927 crop to approximately £177.000. 
T'he loS> in the South Johnstone mill area in 
onp \err tbrough direct action. first on th<> 
l''ll't 'of tlw milh,·orkcrs, then on the part of 
1 ht> rajlwa~~ workr-r~, and thPn on the part of 
tlw wah'r'idc workers. amounted to £56,000. 
v .. hi('h had to bP borne bv a limited numbPr of 
farmers ,yho supplied c~ne to the mill. That 
P< ,ition ha~ rPntlnuccl for YC'aL:L a.nd ·would 
he continnin(J' no\-v \vcrc 1t ·not for the fact 
1har~ the vn1t~r~iclc calling \Yrt~ placed under 
FrdN~l control as from 10th September last. 
Prc1·iouslv there >rere continual holclnps . .and 
no H1 t,•mi-}t 1nadc to prevent thern. V\.~he-1~ 
th0 Prctni~:'r v;a.-:; appealed to he \Veakly 
replied that he could not make m0n work. 
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Contrast his attitude with that of the Prime 
Minister. No one suggested that he should 
make men work; but we did say that the men 
who wished to work should be protected by 
the Gowrnment. After the settlement of the 
South .J ohnstone strike, which was brought 
about by direct action, which was at first dis­
countenanced by the union, condemned by the 
Goyernment. and declared an illegal st'rikc, 
the workers who had complied with the 
a"·ard-thev were members of unions-were 
driwn from the district, and their portraits 
were circulated so that they could not secure 
emplo~·ment throughout Allstralia. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That always happens to 
loyalists. 

Mr. SWAYNE: :VIr. Bruce is takiug care 
that it will not happeu this time. The awards 
have been contim\ally flouted by the rank and 
file and by the officials. In dealing with the 
South J ohnstone dispute, the President of the 
Board of Trade said-

'· 'Ye think the time has now arriyed 
for the board to make a definite order 
in this matter. We did not invite the 
unions, ::\1r. Riordan, to submit the terms 
to the t'.outh J ohnstone strikers. Their 
insolent reply i~. only vvhat n1ight ha YC' 

been expected.'' 

In the face of that statement'. will anyone 
·claim that thP law has not been flouted bv a 
few for whom so rnueh has been done·> 

At Cairns, aft"r the award was made, tlw 
watcrsid('rs took a ballot on the following 
.quest.iou :-

"_\re you in fayour of acrf'pting- thP 
decision of the Board of Trade, deli1·ered 
on 31st August, 1928? " 

That discloses the absolute contempt with 
whieh the board has been treated bv the 
rPople for whose benefit it was created: 

The 8ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YoRKS: Did 
lffl' farmers take a secret ballot on the 
Dir kson a \V<ll'd ? 

JI.Ir. MAXWELL: How manv tinws ha Ye you 
sai-d that? " 

Mr. S\YAYNE: I have two proofs of the 
manner in \Yhich t·he Minister has adminis­
tered this Act. At the beginning of this 
session I drew his attention to tlw illegal 
strikPs b.king place in the ::\"orthern seaports. 
and asked him whether section 65 of rhe Act 
was lirst complied with. That section requires 
that due notice of a strike must first be 
giYNL The hon. gentleman replied that he 
did not Lnm,- that there was an illegal strike 
in 'Wogrcss, yet I have the reports of two 
indnst1·ial Inagistrates at two of those ports 
.stating that rlJ0l'P wero illegal strikes. EYi­
dentlv the :Yiini<ter does not know what is 
Jmppcning in Queensland. 

ThPn' has been a decided lo·,, of eflicienc> 
under the 13oard of Trade and Arbitratioi1 
which wakes for heayier costs on the pro­
ducet·s. A report from Cairns stated-

'· For the period ro 30th March. 1927. 
thl' n~soeiated ~hipping COlllllanit>s at 
C>tirns paid £53.438 9s. 8d. in wages to 
the \Villerside workers for handling 188,363 
tons In thP earne period in 1928 the 
wages amounted to £62.451 Os. 6d. for 
t lw handling of 194.580 tons. Allowing 
for tho incrca:;;;('.d tonnage, cornpanies 
paid an amount excecdi11g £7.000 on 
account. of loss of efficiency brought' about 
by 1hc variation." 

All throur.th tlw san1c thing obtain::;, Again. 
I find that tlwy raised the quest ion of \Yhether 

thev would grant the request of Mr. Dunstan. 
a n1ember of the Board of Trade and Arbi· 
!ration, who asked them to give a guarantee. 
:VIr. Dunstan went up there on one occasion 
to settle one of those interminable disputes 
constantly taking place at that time. In 
view of such happenings as these, am I not 
justified in saying that, so far as the enforc­
ing of their a wards and gaining the respect 
of,those they are supposed to hold jurisdiction 
over, those men hold the Board of Trade 
and Arbitration in absolute contempt'! 'l'o 
lw successful, arbitration must be adminis­
ten•d with equal-handed justice to both 
parties in the matter. That• has never hap­
pened in Queensland. Queensland has gained 
unenviable notoriety through this. I have 
read the a\var.d for ,vatcrside worken~ given 
by Judge Bee by in the Commonwealth Arbi­
tration Court. and I find that he 1s con­
'tantly referring to what has taken place in 
Queensland and to the position hPre. Speak­
ing of bow the award has been flouted and 
the way the• proyisions of the award are 
bemg ignored throughout the whole of Aus­
tralia. and more particularly in Queensland, 
he states~ 

" In tlw ease of Rockhampton thNe 
arc some glaring instances. For example, 
the rules prescribe five hours' notice 
before picking up labom, forbid any 
work under au"· circun1stances on Picnic 
Day. limit the· sling to nine bags in the 
ca.ie of wheat. dictate what men a single 
or double gang shall comprise. It does 
not seem to be fair that while there, as 
her~~. the cn1ployers are, under agree­
menb. bound to giYo preference to 
members of th!' union on the lines of 
the agreements, they should be coerced 
by the branches to submit to provisions 
which are not in the agreements nor in 
any a vvard of any court." 

;\lr. HARTLEY (Pitztoy): Mr. Speaker. I 
rise to a point. of order. Is the hon. member 
for 1\iirani in order in rE.'ading thrqugh a 
,-cport b:· a so-callPd judge in a voice that 
the Chamlwr cannot h<>ar? 

0PPOSJTTOx :\1E)!BEHS : Sit down 1 

The SPEAK ER : Order ! The hon. 
rnembei' is in order in quoting h·orn a report 
that is tH,rtinent to the question under dis­
l·u~sion. 

:VIr. SWAY:'\E (Jfimni): The boanl has 
not j ustificd its !'xistence. 

Further on Judge Beeby poipts out-

" It is now 11<'Cessar7 to consider the 
motiYPs behind this policy. Employers 
in every port ctdmit that 80 per cent. 
of the workmen are capablP men who 
follm' thP oceupation regularly as their 
liH'ans of liYPlihoocl. and who. if left 
'done, will work pPacefully under awards. 
The workmen, however. attemiJt to 
just.ify brl•aches of the award, by stating 
that they run the risk of union fines 
unless thev obey local rules and the 
,directions Of thei.r branches." 

I 

It will be seen that an irresponsible power 
has been created amongst themselves that 
claims to be superior to the law of the land. 
\Ye know that tlwse awards are a part of 
thP Act under which i hev arc made. and 
arc read in conjunction '~·ith the Act: yet 
we finrl mf>n. particular!;. in Queensland. 
who eYidently hold the opinion that the 
law does not appl1· to thee m. 

Jllr. Swayne.~ 
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Thev haYe done a moot unfortunate thing 
in th~ cri~rs that has lately arisen. '!.'he 
watcrsido workers enjoyed _great privileges, 
and w long as they subscribed to the rules 
their conduct was not questioned; but, after 
ho,ving reached a stage when it meant that 
either t,heir organication had to succeed or 
the Commonwealth suffer, the Common­
wealth authorities inten-ened. I must say 
that the way the trouble was handled by the 
Federal Government compares more than 
favourably with the action of the Queensland 
GoYernnwut and the Qneenslancl tribunal. 

Furthermore, the subject of preference is 
open to quc~tion. Ever\ reasonable rnan VYill 
1gree that, if prderenc'e is to be granted, it 
will haY<' to be grantee! in such a mamwr 
that a Hlonopoly will not be giYt~n in surh 
an important claf's of 'vork as waterside 
\vork. For tlw sake of the con1n1unitv cer­
tain ('Ollclitions yc;ill haY(' to lJ(~ llr<'SC'~·ibed, 
bc(·au...;t', unle::J::l the ~.,·ork i::-; currie!d out the 
conHDlnlit~\' viill ~tan-c. I3efon-~ a rnon~pol~T 
o[ that das~"'- of ,york is gi rcu to auv section, 
it is r ''"'rliial and it is onh· fair that thev 
::;hould he callPd upon 10 glvc an a,,~ura11c~J 
th·.t thP.Y <Ire' not going to abu~c that 
monopoly. 1 t:•ke that 'tand wlwtlwr the 
nHnlopol;· be oue of capitaJj~t~ or one of 
work{'!'~. hPcaU:-'P th<' cmnrnunih7 utu:-::;t bo 
pr?tr•d''rl at all timr". ThP monopoly in 
tlu:' 1·a~c ha:-; bec-11 abu~cd. and, 1£ it. i:-; to Le 
gnnted in future, then the public will hrn·e 
(o be 'amply ,afcgnanlcd. \Yre know that 
tho po:-;ition ju QuPC'll::dancl ha:-' been gueh 
that the produrcer could not fatten a beast. 
gro\Y a bushel of whf'at, a bushel of 1naize, or 
a ton of {'alle and, aft0r going to the f:':Xp<'nse 
of producing tl10 ar·tiele, bt ,urc that it 
would br- nlUTkf't.Pd. 

Th1r. BRl'CE interjeeted. 

Mr. SWA Y:\E: I eannot hear tlre hon. 
n:ember. but am I to understand that ho 
ap]n·ovps of that state of things 9 If hon. 
nwmbers opposite approve of that kind of 
thing. we leave it to the producers to deal 
w1th them at the next election. 'l'he position 
should be I_llade dear. Although hon. mem­
bers opposrte represent district•· where tho 
trouble has arisPn and where the farmers 
have all turned out to assist. we neYer hear 
of any of them assisting when there has been 
any trouble of the kind. ;wd produce has 
been held np. They arc quite prPpared to 
see the producer go down. 

Is it a fair thing that people who do not 
hold certam political opinions should be 
forced to subscribe to political funds or go 
wrthout a. JOb'? I believe in unionism. but 
politics e,houlcl be kept out of it. I reco'o-nise 
t-hat org;ani~ations of the kind are nece~sary 
and d<·srrabiC', but, as I have already said, th"e 
common nghts of the communitv and the 
conscience of the individual have· to be con­
served. In the Brisbane " Telegraph " of 
lOth October. 1928, this paragraph appeared-

" The Queensland Trade Union Con­
grP" ended yPsterdav. One of the reso­
lutions adopted at the final session urues 
that Labour Councils and the AustJ:'al­
asian Council of Trade Unions under­
takE> the immediate organisation of a 
ddPgation to Russia. to leave Australia 
in tlw first quarter of 1929." 

If members of a union do not subscribe to 
Bolshevist doctrines. thev ·should not be com­
pelled to contribute t;,wards the cost of 
sending a de!Pgation to Russia. Those who 
ooliew in it should be perfectly free to do 
as the,,- l"<e. but those who do not subscribe 

[Jir. /i1myne. 

to thPse dodrinPs should not be compelled 
to devote part of their carnin~·s tmvards the, 
furtherance of Bolshevist views. \Vhat right 
has an:vone to ::-a) to the jndivitlual, "You 
must j~1in our l>ody, otherwise you will not 
got work. unci, "·hcther you agree to the 
!JO!it ical cre~d or not, you will ha Ye to 
subscribe to the political funds of thr' part~'·'' 
If preference i,; to be giyen, the publiQ must 
be protected from tn·anny of that.- kind. 
What I havo said illustrates the position 
as regards the Board of Trade and Arbi­
tration and also raises t.he question as to 
wlwther the A<'t requires amending. Those 
who romc under the .. \et should be com­
pdlcd to abide lw the decisions of the Board 

of T;·adc and Arbitration. ancl 
[9 ]l.m.J direct action should ceasP. That 

would be bette~ for thP country 
aj la rg<' a ud for thP workcn. It is only 
<'Ol1ln1on ~cnse tl1at tho~c IYho go to a court 
should not havP rhe right to take the law 
into tlwir OWil hands. That should arwly 
both to cuip1oyr-rs and eJnplovccs, just as in 
the case of indiYiduals theY a,e not al!O\n•d 
t0 take rlw la1Y into their 'own hands; th<, 
honld all abicle by the decision of th;: 

court. 

}Jr. Bi"'l-('E (l1"1llrlf'd.1!): It i~ ratlH'l' ddfi-· 
c·t~lt U1 h(•ar I!HlllY of tl1c reuHnk~ of ilu: ho;<. 
nH_'llthcr ho ha~ ju~t JT~nmed l1i:-; :-;eat but 
<lilJWrcJJtly hP deaH- ,,vith FvdPral as IYc·il a::; 
~itat<' :1 rl)itrat ion ~11attcr:~ I11 hi~ lTlllll rks 
he atrPlll]JtPd tc, blame the \Yorkcrs of OuC'C'll::-.­
],llld fw the in<hr,trial npheantl \\"l;ich 
crPating :-<o IHUC'h lo~s and trouble to 
:-,ugnr-grower~ and otJwr produl'cn; iu Q,nel•.l:;:;· 
!nnd. I do not intend ic· cd!ow tho,p l'f'lll<1rk:" 
t{J :1,·0 by \Yithout contradiction. The• Prime 
:\lini~t:'r rPecntly srrid that he deeply rc­
f!'"Pttccl tlH' fact that 1hi~ C'hao"' and nphcaval 
wa-: taking p]acP during the harve::'t.ing 
~{·a:;:;on of Au~tralia. I-lc hin1sel£ is re:'pon­
:;:;ible for it~ ta.king placP during· that tin~. 
lli~ GO\Pl'IlHIPnt havC' been in ])O\YCr fnt 
tlnt'e vcar:-;. and, if theY belinvpd it wa~ 
nee(•:-;sa:rv to 1nakc an a1t~nuion in the arbj­
iratiou ~tvard, it was quitP pos~ibk to have 
donP that during the siark sc<Json, when 
tlw ha rYPsting· was not in operation. \Yhat 
happen0cl'? A ftpr six years of eontrol, what 
i' known as the Beebv A ward was fim,Jised 
>ome months ago. but the operation of the 
aware! was put forward to lOth Septe-mber~ 
right in tlw micldlo of thE' wool ,pason and 
thP harn~sting of ;.ugar jn Quc('nsland, as 
well as in the Iniddlc of the wheat harvcet 
in other Stat"s. Then we haYP thn nnnounce­
ment. of the Federal election,; on 17th Xovem­
her. aft0r lOth September i,; notified as thQ 
time for the commencement of the operation 
of the a\Yard. The \\-atcl·,ide \Yorkcrs' 
Cnio11 advised it~ men1bcrs to return to work~ 
The rrwn, as a whole, did not obey thar 
advice, and tried to driY<' out the mnc!Natc 
ruen in the "-atl'!'side \Vorkers' "Gnion. The 
Federal Gm·ernment fined the executive of 
the union £1,000-definiteh to kePp up this 
industrial turmoil for election purposes. and 
\\'ithout. any rare or thoug-ht for the primary 
producers of Queensland or Australia as a. 
whole. 

An 0PPOSITIQ,; .\lnfBER: You clo not believe 
that. 

}fr. BRL:CE: It is not a question of belieY­
ing; it ~sa question of knowing. After fining 
the executiYe £1.000, it was known that there 
was ever~. likPlihood of the men returning to 
work, in Brisbane in particular~ and urgent. 
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wires were then sent through that the Trans­
port 'Workers Act had been introduced in the 
Commonwealth Parliament. Why'! In order 
to kePp tho~e \vorkers out as loug as they 
could, and to hold up the industry of this 
State and of Auotraliet ctS a whole. They 
cared nothing for the primary productr'3 or 
\Yorried over the 8ugar~gro\vers. They would 
destroy them all for political purposes. They 
are wreckers of this countrv. \Yh0n the 
Transport \Vorkcrs Act had· been effective 
in kcPlJing the rnen out for a longer period. 
what do WP find'! \Ye ha Ye a further moYc 
to cut. out thP preference elausc in the 
arbitration a\Yard~definitelv dam• for the 
puq1o~t~ of bringing out the \yorkers again to 
• any OJ< this industrial diojlute till 17th 
)ioyf'mbf'r, if pos•·ible. The preference was 
cut ont. After the nH~E had gone back. at 
the :'Ug'p;Pstlon of th0 Prinw :Vliuister as well 
''" thl' F0dera l Arbitration Court. tho pr<'­
fl.Tential eouditiot1~ vn·re cut out of the 
award. Thcv ~ctid. ""\~on c~:ll !2.'0 back under 
th(~ l3c•Pbv ..ctvvard." Thcv nltitnate1Y wont 
hack und~r the Bcc•bv \wa1·J althmu~.:h after 
~on;p cle!ay. · . ., ~ ~ 

Aft<•r they had t<tken a\\ a~~ the preference, 
dH~y introduced, or PndcaYoured to introdu(·P, 
a ,;ycukl.v ~~·stem instead of the prCYH iJ iug 
f.:_vst< 'll in order to tr~· to force th'-~ ''"orkt'r'­
t<J re1nuin out longer aud to carry out the 
f'trikf~ aud indu.c;.trial turmoil a3 1war as 
po <iLl<· to the 17th :'\oYcmbcr. In the 
"(~Enu·i('l'" thE> other clav we reacl that the 
P!·imf' .:\liui~ter :-"aiel. ·· .1-Iy 2.ntagoni...:u1 to 
unioni:-n1 ls ~hat there arc t-xtr('nli"'t~ i11 the 
uuion ra uks "--hi~ nntngoni;.,tn to unionis1n ~ 
In hi:--: pol iey ,;;peef'h he ~aieL .. Lad if'~ and 
gt'Jitlc'mt'n, I han_• to adn1it that tht•re arc 
extrerni;.;t.;,; on both f. ides." But. ,\·hibt he is 
Jntngoni...:tiL' to unionisrn. hP has yet to 
dL•(·Jan~ hi.-. antag-oni~1n to th(' en1plO\Pl'~. 
T.hc .fad is that .Judge Bc•eby has gone' out 
of thi~ d1sputc. Judge Dcthridge 110\Y handlPs 
it-it i.o.; no longt1 r the original BePhv a'\\·ard. 
Prior ro 11w award there was a dispute at only 
O'lC port-( 1airns. Otherwise the harv0sting 
of the :-;ugar wa~ bejrH~· carried 011. The \Vool 
aud wheat in otht•r States were lwing taken 
to the market. It was the• introduction of this 
award 1 hat upset lho conditions that existed. 
H ha.> Loon said that tho 8tate award was 
irororporatecl in the Federal award. 

:IIr. SwAYXE: Gcm·gc Lawson saicl that. 

:\fr. BRCCE: Generally speaking, that is 
coned. but the conditions which the water­
side workers enjoyed were le.rgely the result 
of agr(•enients behvccu the t." orkcr:- and the 
employers in the different ports of Queens­
land, which were not incorporated in the 
State award. so that by the incorporatio•1 
of the State award in the Fedora! award ail 
theso beneficial conditions were cut out Tt 
took q~.1ite a lot frotn the vvaterside wor!.;.'cr:-. 

::Mr. EDWARDS: You do not know what YOU 
are talking about. · 

Mr. BRCC'E: When I look oi the intclli­
!!:ent fac of the interjector, I wonder whdher 
it i.s n1y eyes that arc failing or ruy brain. 

0PPOSITroo; MDIBERS: Your brain. 

Mr. BRCGE: I 1cav" these sm<tller matters 
and get back to the subject. \\'e have this 
matter raised under a law bv which thev 
lcgali.~e Chinamen to bkc the ),Jaco of white 
Australians. (Opposition dissent.) Hon. 
ITlC'rnlH~rs kno·w it jg true. There i~ no conl­
parison bctwPcn what the Federal Arbitration 
Court has clone and what our State Court~ 

which hon. u10mbcrs opposite criticise~has 
done. Hon. members opposite call the Prime 
Minister "uncle Bruce." 'They should put 
three balls ovE"r the place where he is living, 
because, having been brought up as a seller 
of rags, he naturally sells everything he can, 
although it may belong to tho people. He 
soils the Commonwealth line of ships, the 
Commonwealth woollen mills, and anything 
that is of value to the people of Australia. 
Make no mistake, the sugar-growers of the 
!\orth unclcrotand the position~ 

Mr. En WARD'': \Vhat abom the dairymen'? 

Ml'. BRCCE: The hon. member wa-; 
brought up on milk, ,md has Ji,·ed on it. 
CYCr since. He is ,till a baby. Perhaps that 
L'xplains wh~r the haiL 1nen1lwr is so soft. 

Gl•tting away from our milk-fod baby, the 
~•ugar-growet·· understand rhoroughly \vhat 
has bc0n do1w. 'rht•v haYc gone do\vn to the 
diff('rt~ut port~ to obtain the sacks neccssarv 
for the bagging· of their ,ugar and havC 
londc•d tho snga1· on to the boats. :\'o antagon­
i,m ha' been shown bv the waterside 
v-nrkcr:.:. TherL' bn:,~ beC'n 11'0 friction bctvveen 
thc.'sc men on this occw.:ion. The.v thoroughly 
nnd 1',1'<11ld rLis iuw that the Federal Go~ 
n~.·unu~nt arc er .1e<t\·ouriug to Yictiuli~o thetn 
throug-h thP m<H:hinerv of tlw Fedcnd . .:\rbi­
tmtiorl Conrt. and the·: r<'alise that the 
Federal GoYcrnincnt ha·Y'-~ OITrsteppcd the 
111ark. 

. :\Ir. JlEACO?\ (C'unnin!Jltum 1: After listen­
Ing to the hon. 11\C'ITibPr for I{('Illll'd~·, one can 
('asil.\ ;.;ef~ he has a Ycry short 1nemory. lie 
fon.;·~~ts the part thut hj~ Govenunent took 
'vhen tlw sugar-grower~ \V('rP jn difficulties 
during rhe har\·l'stillg pPriod la:-.t year. \Vhat 
did 1hN do in connection \Yith the dispute 
at South Johnstmw 'I Tho Board of Trade 
ancl Arbitration said that tho men were in 
the \Yron!{ . ..:;\n a\Yard was 1nade. Son1e hon. 
Illl'tHbers opposi1C' 1\'ho votL'd for the estab­
lii-hment of the court backed tlw men in their 
actions. Xot only .did the na":>n strike ngajnst 
tlw awctrd of the court. but, when rhe unions 
advi,ed them to go back, the.:· would not go. 
This wa, right. in the middle of the sugar 
•eason. Hon~ members opposite advised the 
men to hol·d out. and. \vhen there was no 
prospect of a settlement, the Government 
'teppecl in aud sacked all thr railwaymen in 
1 h0 country, w h(•thcr they were prepared to 
work or not. Tbev '·fired ,. them all. \Vher0 
was the concern on the parr. of lwn. members 
opposite for the primary producer then'? 
\Vhere was th,, hon. member "~ho has just: 
been speaking so blatantlv? He never did 
care twopence for the primary producer_ 
\\'hon we n•memhcr that strike and hear all 
the humbug that WP have heard to-night, it 
m a kcs om• wondm· \V lwther the hon. gentle­
man has a memorv at' all. Lot him recall 
his own a cl ion:-. I5oes he remember the time 
that he advised his members to ddy the 
<'Ourt? I~ there an:': sincerity in hi~ boosting 
of arbitration'? ls there anything in his 
statcmcm· condemning the Federal Govern­
nwnt: The Federal Government have done 
a good deal for the workers of Queensland. 

The Breby award is a fair award. Not a. 
single member opposite has ever said that it 
was not. Thcv have not been able to show 
any 1mrt of it that is unfair ro the meu. ~Ve 
haYe not had any explanatiOn from umon 
members or leaders or members of the Go­
n~rrnnent as to the dir(•ction in whi0h the 
award was unfair. If the:, had played the 
part of men, they \Yould .have adviscu the 
workers ro work under it, mstead of kavmg 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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the control of the dispute to irrespon"ible 
men whJ did P..ot know their business, but 
advised the men to go on strike knowing 
that they could not succeed. They knew that 
there were thousands of men in Brisbane out 
Df work \villing to do any work that they 
•could obtain. 1:\till, they allowed these men 
.t'o go on strike. Hon. members opposite have 
·di,playcd no sincerity whatever in connection 
with the Beebv award and the waterside 
strike. They 'did not play their part as 
-union men and as Labour leaders. 'When 
.they ha"'' done that they can talk to us. 

.Mr. HAHTLEY (F'it.zro_v1): In both cases 
T·tted by the hon. member for Cunningham 
and the hon. member for :'11irani attempts 
were nu1de to break down unionism. 

In the case that came before the Board 
of Trade and .Arbitration in Queensland it 
was a case of thP rnanager of the mill 
attempting to break down the strength of the 
union there by employing foreign labour­
rnosrly Dagoes, the friends of :VIr. Bruce. 
Tho;c arc tll(' people they want to flood this 
country ,vith, so as to break down the power 
of the White Australian unionist and the 
conditions under which he lives. That was 
the genesis of the South J ohnstone strike. 
With regard to the present unfortunate strike 
on the waterfront'. again the sanw sinister 
inflmmci:>s WE'l'C at work. This Chamber 
should consider whether we should pass any 
vote for arbitration and conciliatiou at all, 
because the position has gone past that. The 
struggle> at South J ohnstonc and the present 
water~- idc struggle In Ye eo rue to a challenge 
bet\VCCtt the Federal and 8tatc Governn1ent~ 
as to \Yho shall dit·ect the domestic affairs of 
the Stat'e. Tllllt is when• I am taking my 
Bland to-nig·ht-not. as to whether the water­
r;id~ worke;s wcrP right or 'vrong. I say f'1is 
dehberately. 

::Vh. KEHR: \Yhen the men were out oH 
Btrikc \VC ~<nY Yery ft'W Labour politicians 
helping tlwm. You all take to shelter when 
the,,~· are out un :-trikP. 

Mr. IIAHTLEY: The hon. member evi­
dently doL·~ I>Ol understand. the moven1cnt of 
Labour politicians. A lot of Labour poli­
ticians gan: udYice in this strife, but unfor~ 
tunarel.v thl'.'- were ignored. I bcar·d part of 
thr> pa·ans. of praisp~ and I hPard the miser­
able attempt on the part of the hon. member 
for :Y1irani t'l try to shm1' that this party by 
1ts actiOlli' approYl'd of a policv of holdinfr 
up rhe product• of the couHtry. He knew joll~· 
v:ell. in spite d his claim, that that is not so; 
but he sirnply runs along in a n1un1bling 
voi('c \Yhen lllakinL; a ~pr'cch. a.nd it beats n~e­
bo\Y on ('fll"i h .: IIansard ., ('an get hin1. lie 
tried to pnt j hnt oYer this House. He knows 
Yery \YPll that' 1hi~ Uon~rlllllent and thi~ 
part~~ . ..:t aud for pea cl' ancl. intlustry tio long 
as it is an hoJlourab1c peace with decent 
conditions for tlJO:;e eugag:Pd iu it. 

Let n-.; g-c•t bt~c·k to this question of the 
water~J.ch-' \'"urkcr/ ~trike. It was delibcr­
<Jteh planned. and ihe time \las dcliberatclv 
dwsc'n. Fir,t the Federal Arbitration A,;t, 
was altered: then the Booby award came on 
SOinC' t·ight :rnonrh:-. bad{, Lut its operation 
was poc tpcHwd. AnotlH'l' factor about it was 
that the Qucen,land •vatcrside workers had 
nc,·cr come before the Frdent! Arbitration 
Court. After reading the opinions of men 
like Sir Snrmtc•l G riftith. I doubt whetlwr the 
Common\H'alth Gon'rnment have the consti­
tutional po-wrT to appoint" a Fedt"ral court to 
fix cor::ciition~ anc1 wage~ in industrY. But. 
whether they had this constitutional power or 

[Jir. Deacon. 

not. the waterside workers in Queeq,land, 
although part of the 'vYaterside Workers' 
Federation of Australia, have always defi­
nitely refused to go befc;re tl:e Fede~·al Arbi­
tration Court, and untrl thrs occaston have 
never worked under a Federal award. In 
spite of that, Judge Bee by decide·d to include 
in his award the waterside workers on the 
Queensland coast. It was a deliberate con­
spiracy on the part of the Bruce Gm:ernment 
to brirw dislocation to Queensland mdustry. 
TimC' ";'ill prove that that is right. 

Let us go a point further. There is a 
big similarity between the Beeby award and 
the Queensland State award as regards the 
waterside workers; but what the hon. 
member for Kennedy says is perfectly 
con·ect. The Beeby award wiped out the 
usages nncl f'ustoms at ports that were recog­
nised bv the Board of Trade and Arbitration. 

lVIr. IviORGA:K: A good job it did. because 
ther·e were more strikes in those ports than 
any-\'v.hore else. 

lVIr. HARTLEY: The hon. gentleman 
rnay know--

.Mr. J\10RG.\X: I do. 

:Yir. HAHTLEY : I do not think he does. 
For instanc:c, one local rule on the water~ 
front in Queensland was that so manv men 
\Vol'k at. ~a sling. If so many ffiL'n~ vvere 
'''orking there, then u certain nutnber of 
Lags were loaded into that sling, and so 
many were put down into the hold below. 
\\'ith that. local rule wiped out, It means 
that th' stevedore in chai·ge simply allocatr; 
as rnan y rnen as he likes; it does not 
ruatter ~yhcth~r the number is fnnr. :--,1x, or 
eight. 

::\ir. KERR: \Vhy shouldn't he': 

l\lr. liAHTLEY: Why not g-o back to 
the Port Arthur davs when the convicts 
had to carry a weight unrl. were \\·ithdra1vn 
Olll' bv one until the rer11aind.0r IYt•n• fiuullv 
cruf-lh( J under it'! .. 

:\lt·. KERR: Nonsense! 

Mr. HAHTLEY: In QucenslaHcl we have 
built up bv union effort a set of conditions 
tl;at arc fair for the preservation of the 
health and the wellbeing of the workers. 
The watenido workers ha>e just as much 
right to consider the preservation of their 
bc,-alth and their wellbeing as auy of your 
:-hipping f'harks and combines. 

}Jr. :\IORG.\N: Thev should do a good 
day·,, ork for a good' .Jay's pay. 

!\It·. HAHTLEY: I do not think th" hon, 
mcn;lwr could have worked alongside the 
lc>ast, of !hem. 

:\lr. :\lOHG.IX: I have done as much work 
a,, a:t~- of them. 

,'lr. HARTLKY: In the mine! of thc: hon. 
rnpn:bcr-··es. There are a lot of people who 
are great~ v orkcrs when they ha Ye their 
hcC'ls up in a chair and a cigar in their 
niOTU h; Lut, 1vhen they arc out ou the track 
tbl'y peter out. 

:\lr. KERR: If vou have their intr•rcots at 
heart. why do y01; not go out and hPip them 
in their trouble .. '! 

:\Ir. HAH.TLEY: I will be in this fight as 
soon ns there is a chance of doing any good. 
I have never sat back-not for any little 
" S\Yashbnckler " like the hon. member for 
Enoggera. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
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~Jr. H"\llTLEY: \Vhen you hear a 
chatterbox like tha hon. member, well it 
u1akt ~ vou aEnoyed. \Vhen you hear that 
he •;wu11g into this House merely on his 
reputation as a returned soldier, then it 
rmrke. vou dog--tirPd. Then to think that 
he ,jd,.~ '"ith the people who are doing the 
mu,t to rnin the country-with the man 
BrncP. wl1o bdraycd the Lest friend that the 
retumul soldiers C\'Cr had, Billy Hughcs! 
(( 'ppmition laughter.) \Vhen Hughes came 
h nn election and there was a doubt as to 
\Yhc·t!Jl'l' h(• would be opno~ed as lpader, thi:-. 
swa:-hbuckler BrucL' sald. "I ~.Yonlcl IWYC'r 
rake up thl' leacler>Lip of thc party oyer J\lr. 
Ilugl10~.~' yC't they were 110 sooner back t.han 
Ihncc ~.\·a~ nwde the lrEtdcr. and 1-IughPs. who 
had h·ft lli:-: party to SL'l'Y(~ dtenl, \Ya:;; (•bucked 

Th:-.: hun1b~ . .u:;· Bruce ...:anw on to srnaf'h 
ur~ior:i~ttL Df'fOl'C he ~Jna:-.ht•s it lw i~ 
":. J ha,-(' a hig~·cr fight than en'l' he put 

on'J'~{'u~,.~-·don't rnakP anv nii:-.t:-tl..:c about 
1Ic· lu:t, -.~on tihiB.tirnt1 ; but rn:v 

t11c wate1·:5idcrs is to just taJn:C\ it 
their time, hold what thev 
re-cotablishing a spirit of 

r~t~· a:nong the unions, \~.rin back \Yhat 
they h" Ye lost. 

),J1.·, }Iow;Ax: Th(':·· haye got a beating. 

_J.Ir. lL.lLRTLEY: Yes; the? arc going to 
get a. 1w '.ting~-Brac and n1cn }jkc ~·ou arc 
out 10 kuock thcn1 do\Yll as far as C\'Cl' you 
c: ~1.. 

:\lr. ~\IOHGA:--:: The:· knocked themselves 
dO\YTi. 

'\'lr H.'.T:"TLEY: Here is tlw position in 
lhish;tlll' t0-day: The Common\vralth Govcrn­
rtlf'llt called l111011 the Queensland Govern­
n_;e1Jt to giYl' them police protection, and to 
sl'c that the bw was carried out; and tho 
big. whining. hypocrites aro themselves 
brcakin'i the law to-day. They beat the 
,. ate r,icJc IYO!'kers in wmc of the ports of 
(,luce:I"land. VIe admit that. Unfortunately, 
th0 wat(!r . ..;idc workers went in for tho 
::-t-rik0 at the \Vrong tirnc. r:rhat do( s not 
matter. We will not cry about getting 
a belting. \Ye can come again. What 
is thi3 nwn vd1o stands for eonsti'tutional pro­
ce-dure--' ·h J sa.s that he stancle for even­
handed justice iwtwecn the \\'orkers and the 
~hip-;)ing- c01npanies---cloing to-day? YVhat 
nrc1 Hmce and the judge of the Arbitration 
('curt doing lo-da~· ·: Standing behind the 
shipping co•npanie><. To-day, when they 
htn• >F•n this light, they haYe instituted a 
lockout. \'I' hat v. as a strike has turned to 
a lorkout. 

'\fr. KERR: There rs no lockout. 

:\11'. HARTLEY: Last week a majority of 
thr~ ~.yater8irlc \l·orkers r0gistercd under the 
· Dog \('t." and took out lic0nses. To-day 
th~·~- W('tJt to the proper picking-up place to 
offer for \vurk and they v;·ert' barred out. 

Mr. ~~IORG.\X : Serve them right ! 

).lr. [l_\RTLEY: \Ye ure glad to know 
thnt the• Oppcsition stand behind Bruce in 
th0 brcuking of ;"!ls own law. There \Yas 
tn h~· no victiruisation; when men offered for 
n ork. t~lcrr- \Vas, to be no discrlrnination, but 
they ha,.~c di~rrin1i1wted. 'fhc"":,~ haYc takt~n in 
the. ·· st -11::..;." Thcr0 i.:; a ~neC'ial card of 
('nti· ~root thr- lic·'nse·undPr the "Dog Act., 
or the Transport \Yorkers Act. bnt a speciol 
t;{'~~ct is nn\v b('ing is~uf'd to the •' scabs." 
<!llCl onlv thf' holders of thcs0 t'ckcts will bP 
eclmittecl to the pickinf!'·Up shPds. Although 
wha,t is left cf th~ Bccby a\\'ard stated that 

thoro was to be no discrimination and no 
Yictimisation. tho waterside workers who 
were formerlv out on strike arc now locked 
out. In othc"r \\'ords, Bruce refuses- to carry 
out his own la1v. \Ye know now who is 
standing right behind the shipping companies 
in the breaking clown of union conditions and 
the lowering of wages. ]\·fy word to tho 
unionisb o£ Queensland is this; " After what 
has happened"--

:\1r. :\1oRGAN : It is a better world now. 

:\lr. HARTLEY; For years and vears the 
hon. mernber has taken s~ n1uch of i:.he cows' 
babies' food that he has Lecome like them 
in mind and feature. Th" position is that, 
as far as eYcr he can, Brucc, through the 
.--\rbitration Court, is going to break down 
the conditions of the waterside workers, and 
afterwards the Transport \Yorkers Act will 
be• applied to every other union. It is only a 
question of trouble having to come up in 
connection with the Carters and Drivers' 
rnion when thcv \Yiil OYerride the State 
award, aud wo ~shall haYe 1he same dis~ 
locatjon 11nd ('Onfuslon in tbat industrv in 
Quecm land. This Parliament should "take 
i~:m1, clifltP step' to challenge tho Transport 
\Yorkc'r., Act and also the Bceby award. 

Tht'l'C i.-: no excuse 110\V that the v. at0rside 
'rorker:5 arc not obeying the court. They 
~i~nified thrir V\ illin~oiC.-:s to work, and the 
:-;]!ippir:~; conJ])<Jllit~s ~'ll'l~ not sticking to the 
pickiug-up place;;; where they haYe been 
chos_•n lwfore. ~howiug Yt'r,v clear disrrimina­
tiou 8.gain.o-;t unloni~ts and fayouring· '' scabs.)' 
\'\hen WC' consider the position. it is timet hat 
t l1is Parliament sl10uld challcn~c both those 
..,Lets. a1Hl the soouer \Ye do that thP Letter. 

At 9.30 p.m., 

Thl' SPEAKER: Tn nccordancl' with the 
provi~dons of Standi11g Order :\a. 307. and 
1 he Se" ion n I Orch>rs agTccd to b:· the House 
on 26th J n !:v and 27th Sc·ptcmb<>r last, I shall 
now proceed to put the rc>colutions not alr·oadv 
agreed to by the House. · 

Resolution 81 (" Dezmrtmrnt of Labora awl 
lnciustr.Jj--lJalancc of rate'') agreed to. 

Resolutions 82 to 88, both inclusiYc, agreed 
to. 

WAYS AKD MEA::\'S. 

l{ESGMPTIOX OF COM}l!TTEE. 

(Jfr. fl'til' (JfaryiJOl'Oll(Jh), u''C Oj fft }FJitl 

of Tt mporar,11
4 

Chru'rmen, in tl1, chair.) 

T 110 SECRETAHY FOR AGRHTL1TRE 
(Hon. W. Fol'g-an Smith, Jlru·i.u!l!: I beg 
to move-

,, (a) That, towal'd.;; nt~kiup· p-ond the 
Supply gmntc'd to His ::\1ajc<ty, for the 
~;:r>ryicc of the vear 1228-29. a further 
:>Unl not PXCC'Pdi!}g- £7,189 626 ~1(' gun:tcd 
o11t of th0 Cou.-:ol-idatcd BcYrnuc Flnld 
of Quceuf'land cxc1n"iY0 r:f rhc P10ttf'Y~ 
standing· to the credit of the Loa11 Fund 
_\cconnt.'' 

"(lJ) That. to1Ya1'ds mnking good the 
Snpnl,1· ~TantPcl to His '\InjPsty, for the 
~f'n-icP of the vc•ar 19~3-29. rt fnrthe1· 
~nm uot f'X\'f'C'd ing £3.462 231) be ['"ranted 
from the Tru"'t and Special Funcl~. 

"(I') That. towards mekin,;r good the 
Supn!.v granted 10 IIi-. \Ta;e'!ty. for the 
<<'l'Yice of the' vcar 1928-29. a further 
sum not excecclii;g £2,743.658 be ~raLted 

Hon. W. F01·ga1~ Smith.] 
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frotn the n1oncys ~ta nding to the credit 
of the Loan Fund Accoum. 

'' (<1) That, towards making good the 
Snppl:. ~'ranted to His Majr,ty, for the 
serviCe of the yeGr 1927-28, a supple­
mentarv sum not excc•cding £416,730 
15s. 7d. be g-ranted• out of the Consoli­
dated Revenue Fund of Quecn>land 
cxclu,ive of the mono:rs standing to the 
credit of the Loan Fund Account. 

" (c) That, towards m a king good the 
Supply granted to His Maj0sty, for the 
service of the year 1927-28, a supple­
mental": sum not 0xceeding £129,672 
15s. lOd. be granted from the Trust and 
Special Funds. 

'' (f) That. to\\ arcls making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
account, for the service of the year 
1929-30. a sum not excel'ding- £2,000,000 
be g-ranted out of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund of Queensland, exclusive 
of the moneys standing to the credit of 
th<' Loan Fund Account. 

" (g) That, towards making good the 
Supply grant0d to His MajPsty, on 
account. for the H<'rvice of the year 1929-
30. a sum not exceeding £900.000 be 
g-ranted from the Trust and Special 
Funds. 

" (lz) That. towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majsstv, on 
account. for the sen·icc "f the ve1r 1929-
30. a sum not exceeding £600.000 be 
granted from the moneys standi01g to th<; 
credit of the Loan Fund Acc-ount." 

At 9.32 p.m., 
The CHAIRo!AX took the chair. 
Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRoiAX reported that the Committ .c• 

had cOine to certain resolutions. 

Hc~un1ption of Co1nmittee rnade an Order 
oi the Day for to-mJrrow. 

ltECEPTIOX AXD ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 

On tlw motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
AGRJCCLTFRE (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiucku_IJ!. tlle rc3olutions were recei-yc:d and 
agree{] to. 

Al'PROPRIATIO;'>;" BILL, No. 2. 

FIRST READIKG. 
_\ Bill. founded on the resolutions reported 

from the Committee of ·ways and ::Means, 
was introduced. and read a first time. 

SECOND READIKG. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(Hon. vY. Forgan Smith, Jiackay): I beg 
·to move-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

CO:ID!ITTEE. 

(.lfr. J'•,/locl.', (h·rgory, in the chai•.) 

Cia:»e> 1 to 8. both inclusiYe. schedule, 
and prPanib1e agtecd to. 

Th Hot"-' resmnC'cl. 
Th.' CH\IRlll.\X reported the Bill without 

an1endrnent. 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

THIRD READING. 
The SECRE'l'ARY FOR AGRICULTC"RE 

(Hort. W. Forgan Smith, }'rfackay): I beg to 
IllOYC-

''That the Bill be now read a thir<i. 
tirne.' ~ 

Question put and passed. 

l'ERSOXAL EXPLANATIOX. 
l\lr. SIZER (Sand(late): I desire to make 

a per~onal f'xplanation. 

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member for Sandgate be 
allowed to make a personal explanation? 

HoxonlABLE MElliBERS: Hear, hear ! 

}lr. SIZER : In reference to the report 
by Inspector Lipp read by the Holl!e Secre­
t~-trv and his cornments thereon, 1nferr1ng 
tha·t I had made certain charges to the police 
bearing upon my selection as a parliamentary 
candidate, I desire to state that I have never 
interviewed the police on any such matter. I 
ha Ye never been in a plebiscite. My interview 
with Inspector Lipp arose out of my receipt 
of a filthy anonymous letter, and I merely 
consulted him as a handwriting expert to 
get his opinion for n1y own information. I 
did !lot ask. that any action should be taken, 
and the letter remained in my possession. 
It is significant that, although this interview 
took place nearly three years ago, no report 
was made of it until 16th October of this 
,-car-two davs after I raised the matter of 
the Labour till•biscites in this House. 

The Honse adjourn<>d at 9.43 p.m. 




