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Public Land Mortgages Bill.

[24 OcroBEer.] Questions. 1523

WEDNESDAY, 24 OCTOBER, 1923.

The SpeakkEr (Hon. W. Bertram, Meres)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
REVENUE FROM GATTON AGRICULTURAL II1GH
ScaoorL Axp COLLEGE.

Mr. LOGAN (Lockyer) asked the Secretary
for Public Instruction-—

“1. What amount was paid into con-
solidated revenue from the Agricultural
High School and College at Gatton for
the year ended 30th June, 19287

““2. What were the respective amounts
from the following sections :—(«) Poultry;
(b) pigs: {¢) cattle; (d) honey and bees;
(¢) butter and other dairy produce; (f)
all other sales?

3, What amount of students’ fees
were received for the year ended 30th
June, 19287

“ 4. Into what fund was the students’
fees paid?

“5. What was the total amount
received ?”’
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude

Talley) replied—
“1. £1,358 16s. Td.

£ s d.

“ 2. Poultry, eggs, and bees 614 17 4
Pigs L2117 6
Lattle Wo:)l hides L7066 17 1
Buttm m]lk cheese ... 5,992 0 0
Other sales . . 1,186 13 4

“ 3. £1,358 1bs. Td.
“ 4, Consolidated revenue.

“ 5. £11,070 10s. 10d. (Total of (1) and

2).} The balance of the amount received
“ as paid into the special standing
account of the college.”

DaRY CATTLE PURCHASED BY 'COMMISSIONER OF

IRRIGATION ANXD WATER SUPPLY FOR
SETTLERS OF DAwWSON VALLEY AREA.
Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Buy) asked the

Secretary for Public Lands—

1. Has the Commission of Irrigation
and Water Supply purchased dairy cattle
for the settlers of the Dawson Valley
area?

“ 2. If so, how many head, and at what
average price for dairy cows?

3 Has the Ccmmissioner issued a
regulation forbidding the purchase by the
settlers of dairy cattle from out<1de
sources; if so, on what authority?

The SEC RP TARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie) replied—
1. Yes.
“ 2. 355 head to date,
£8 18s.

« 3. The Commissioner has full power
under his Acts to regulate the admission
»
of stock into arcas under his control.

at average of

Cost OF INVESTIGATION BY PUBLIC WORKS
CoMMISSION OF INGLEWOOD-Trxas RAIL-
WY IPROPOSAL.

Mr. COSTELLO

DEACON (Cunningham),

mier—

““ What was the total cost of investiga-

(Carnarion), for Mr,
asked the DPre-

tion by the Public Works Commission
of the Inglewood-Texas railway line
proposal ?”’
The PREMIER (Hon, W. McCormack,

Cairns) replied—
¢ £I44 4s. 84

Ot

New Ramwway MotLping SHOP,
ROCKHAMPION.

Mr. CRIMSTONE (Stanley) asked the
Secretary for Raillways—
“1. What was the cost of the new

monlding chop at Rockhampton?
“2. When completed? ,

“z

How long in operation?

‘4 At what capacity are they now
operating; and if no work being done
or less than full capacity, what is the
reason?”’

The SECRETARY F¥OR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcembe, K«ppel) replied—

“1 to 4. The

being
obtained.”

information is
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LONGREACH-WINTOX RAILway.

Mr. MAXWELL

I (Toowong), without.
notice,

asked the Secretary for Railways—

“1. How many miles of railway have
been recently laid between Longreach
and Winton.

‘2. What is the cost of same to date?

‘“3. What is the anticipated cost to
complete 7"’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—
‘1. 404
Winton.
‘2. The cost of this section to date is
£194 000 including depreciation.

‘“ 3. (a) Approximately £45,000; (b)
rails bhave been linked between Long~
reach and Winton, and a bi-weekly ser-
vice is now in opemtlon It will take
some time to fully complete the line, as
ballasting, lifting, fencing, and other
work have yet to be carried out.”

miles between Chorregon and

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—
Seventh annual report of the Commis-

sioner of Main Roads for the year
ended 30th June, 1928.

Second annual report on the operations
of the Hamilton Cold Stores for the
vear cnded 30th June, 1928.

PERMITS GRANTED UNDER
PETROLEUM ACTS.

ReTterxy 170 ORDER.

The following paper
table : —
“Return to an Order made by the
House on 10th October last, on the

motion of Mr. Clayton (for Mr. Walker),
showing—

was laid on the

‘(1) All permits (a) applied for, and
(0) granted under the Petroleum Acts,
1923 to 1927, showing the following
particulars :—(i.) Date of application;
(ii.} date granted; (iil.) name of appli-
cant or permittce; (iv.) area; (v.)
locality; (vi.) total net rent to date.

‘ (2) With respect to permits granted
which have subsequently been trans-
ferred, the date of transfer and the
name of the present holder.””

SUPPLY.
RESTNPTION OF COMMITTEE—SIXTEENTH
ArrorteD Dav.
(Mr. Pollock,

DEPARTMENT OF PTBLIC LANDS.
FORESTRY OFFICE,
Question stated—
‘“That £41,435 be
¢ Forestry Office.”

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora): At the outset
of my remarks, I want to protest against
the absence of the report of the Provisional
Forestry Board when we are considering

Gregory, in the chair.)

granted  for
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this vote. It is really too bad that a report,
which has always been considered a. very
exccllent one, should not be in the hands
of hon. members when we are discussing the
Estimates for this branch of the service. I
think that the time has arrived when the
officers responsible for this and many other
reports being presentad to Parliament too
late, whoever they are—responsible heads or
Under Secretaries—should be ‘“hauled over
the coals.”” I do not think it is a fair thing,
and I do not think those responsible can
give reasonable excuses.

I have hunted up some figures from the
reports of the Auditor-General and the
Department of Public Lands, and they show
a surprising growth in forestry returns
during the last few years. It is surprising
to know how much money the Government
have made out of forestry, and I am sure
it will be news to many hon. members to
‘know that all of that money has been paid
into the consolidated revenue, whercas all
the expenses of reafforestation have been
taken out of loan funds. I shall just give

the figures, the first table showing the
surpluses which have been paid into
sevenue—
Year. Amount.
£
1922 140,339
1323 143,303
1924 .. 234,747
1925 {30th Junte) ... 117,123
1925-26 . 195,140
1926-27 218,997
1927-28 203,637
Total £1,253,336
‘That enormous amount of money was

received in six and a-half years, the reason
for the odd half-year being found in the
alteration of the date of the annual balance.
Those figures prove conclusively that the
present Government have been doing exactly
what hon. members on this side were
criticised by them for doing in years gone
by—putting into general revenue items such
as royalty on timber. But when we were in
office. we did not spend any loan money on
reafforestation.

Mr. HarriEy: That was when you sold
Crown lands.

Mr. WALKER: I
Government members
the Chamber, their

am satisfied that, if
were on this side of
arguments would be
exactly the same as ours; but they have
aitered their attitude in regard to various
matters since they sat on this side to such a
<degree that we hardly know where they are.
At that time they were against crediting
these sums to revenue, and said that we
made surpluscs by selling our assets. They
are doing the same thing but to a greater
extent, No man can argue that we should
not apply a little of our revenue from
forestry to the purposes of reafforestation.
Why should we pass on to posterity this
enormous financial burden which is being
created in an effort to supply the nceds for
many years to come? It may be a sound
argument. Our asset in the shape of timber
has taken many years to mature, and we
should adopt a wise poliey that will enable
us, by means of reafforestation, to provide
for our timber needs in the future.

{24 OcTOBER.]
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The following amounts have been expended
on reafforestation from loan moneys:—

1922 31,193

1923 40,112

1924 . 28,563

1925 (30th June) 16,795

1926 ... . 42,006

1927 37,378

1928 .. 41,661

Total £237,708
The excess of receipts over expenditure,
including  loan  expenditure. has  been

£1,115,000 over a period of six and a-half
vears, but that amount has been trans-
ferred to defray the cost of experiments in
other directions, If the money had been
wisely spent, there would not be so much to
complain about; but the Government have
wasted so much money on State industrial
undertakings and added to the public debt
to such an extent that it is doubtful whether
posterity will be able to adjust the position
satisfactorily. Many years ago a Forestry
Bill, introduced by the then Secretary for
Public Lands—I think the late Mr. Coyne—
was viewed with considerable favour. We
looked forward with great eagerness to the
Bill, because we recognised the need for a
sound reafforestation scheme. It is a pity
that the Bill was not passed so that such a
scheme might have been adopted in a whole-
hearred manncr. T am not arguing’ that
the Government arve not already doing good
business in this direction, but I shall vefer
to that aspect later. If we had a scheme
of a definite character, we would then know
exactly the manner in which the funds were
being allocated. At the present time the
policy of the Government is to expend in
other directions the general revenue derived
from reafforestation, and to liquidate their
liabilities at an enormous cost by resorting to
loan money. Certain quotations from the
reports in my possession are well worth
repeating to-day. We recognise the extreme
value of reafforestation, and, if some defi-
nite scheme can be carried out in the near
future, there is no doubt that we shall pro-
gress by leaps and bounds; but, unfortu-
nately. it is very difficult to discuss this
problem from a modern viewpoint in the
absence of the report for this year. Who-
ever is responsible, 1 hope that the Minister
will shake him up, and give him the time
of his life.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXNDS:
report has been tabled.

Mr. WALKER: It was tabled yesterday,
but, unfortunately, it has not been printed.
The hon. gentleman has seen 1, and
approved of it. I saw it accidentally this
morning, but, generally speaking, hon. mem-
bers know nothing about it, and are com-
pletely out of date. Take the case of big
companies which publish yearly or hall-
vearly reports or balance-sheets involving an
enormous amount of intricate work. In
those cascs the documents are printed and
are available about a month after the due
date for issue. IHere we find highly-paid
officials who cannot do the work in the way
in which I contend it should be done, I
do not know who is responsible, but I hope
that he will be brought to book. The report
for 1924 states—

“The interstate forest authorities have
agreed upon the provision for Queens-
land of a minimum forest reservation
area of 6,000,000 acres.”

Mr., Walker.l

The
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No one can sagy that that is too much.
I understand that there is an agreement in
connection with the matter. Although an
arca of a little over 1,000,000 acres has been
allocated for forestry purposcs. the depart-
meni overlooks the timber reserves. We have
an  enormous amouni of timber reserves
which are really forests, except that in one
case they can be selected, and in the other
case they cannot. It is surprising the amount
of havdwood {imber that we have on our
State timber reserves, more particularly on
areas that have not been calculated at all.
This Chamber and the public of Queens-
land mwust be thrown entirely out of calecu-
lation until we can secure some clear and
definite information relating to the quan-
tity and varieties of timber on these arcas.
The report for 1924 further states—

*“To assure to the succeeding genera-
tion of Queenslanders the supplies of
wood which they will so obviously
require. this minimum forest reserva-
tion of 6,000,000 acres must be brought
as soon as possible into a state of
maximum productivity of timber. This.
then, is the task to be faced by the new
Administration.

* For the report year the gross revenues
of the department, inclusive of receipts
on account of the forest service saw-
mills, have reached the peak of £655,404.
The expenditures in log and sawn timber
marketing amounted to £364,002.

“(ver a period of twenty-one years
the surpluses transferred to the consoli-
dated revenue from foresiry operations,
other than sawmilling, have reached the
grand total of £1,167,972. To this huge
sum the pine forests of Queensland have
mado the greatest contribution,

“There was originally in Queensland
an costimated natural resource of pine
amounting to 4,000,000,000 superficial
feet,  and  of this original asset
3.000.000.066 superficial feet have been
converted to the use of the community.
In ten to fifteen vcars the exhaustion
of the pine forests will have been com-
pleted. For this reason and because of the
imminent. cutting out of the high values
stands closest to market, a decline in
forest revenue must now ensue over the
next deeade, during which the period of
exploitation will merge into the period
of active replacement, and a reinvest-
meut of revenue with some possible resort
to loan money will become necessary in
order to assuage the shortage of wood
which the cutting out of the old forests
will bring upon us.

*“For the requirements of her imme-
diate future, Queensland must now
engage in a veforestation programme,
beginning with 5000 acres of softwood
plantation and 15000 acres of natural
vegeneration anunually,”

That is a very big task to undertake; still
1 do not see why we should not proceed with
1t. We have to bear in mind that this agree-
ment has been made by the other States of
the Commonwealth, and we must see, there-

fore. that ther are carrying out their part
of the agreement. Naturally, in considering
this matter, we have to rvecognise that we
import an enormous quantity of timber, and

that we are big exporters of timbers, more
particularly to the Southern States. We must
sce to it that the other States are kept fully

[Mr. Walker.
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up to their agreement. From what I can sce,
it will be a very unprofitable venture if we
in this State procecd on the present lines.
We must remember that up to the present
time we have had the advantage of the
naturally grown timber. The report for
1526 states—

“YWere we to fulfil our softwood needs
wholly from our own holdings, our entire
coniferous resource of mature saw logs
other than casing qualities would be
absorbed by the year 1938, twelve years
hence.

““ There is now operating in Quecns-
land a local timber industry, the wealth
of whose annua! production is estimated
10 be close on £3,000,000. Within that
not-unimportant industry are 257 saw-

mills, of which the larger number depend
upon the natural pineries of the State for
their continuance. The Provisional
Forestry Board cannot escape a sense of
some rosponsibility for the welfare of
this timber industry and has given con-
siderable thought to the industrial and
¢conomic problems confronting it in con-
sequence of the indigenous sofiwood
deficicucy.  Obviously there are only two
policies from which to choose, the first
to cut out the hoop and bunya stands
within these twelve years from 1926 to
1933, when the pine-milling industry
would suddenly disappear, or to ‘ration
the cut over a more extended period, and
by dilution and import to ease the decline
in cur small resources down to the voint
at which the incline of the new planta-
tions of forest service creation can assume
the responsibility for providing increas-
ing supplies of log material.”
I need not read any more of this report,
although ihere is quite a lot of it. It is
on the same lines, showing that there is a
good deal of information in it. Owing to
the absence of the report of the Forestry
Department for this year, I am not _able to
bring my information up to date. I would
like to refer to the system that has been
carried out at various times in the various
State timber reserves. 1 have often looked
at them in a casual way, although I have
never had the benefit of having an expert
with me. I am of opinion, particularly with
vegard to the Imbil district in my electorate,
that wonderful work is being done on_these
reserves, especially in connection with the
Taungya scheme for growing bananas in cou-.
junetion with commercial trees. I had the
pleasure of looking at a photograph showing
the results of this scheme. That photograph
would be an eyveopencr to every hon. member,
every one of whom would become a strong
supporter of it. It is the only economical
method of planting rine trees when we take
into consideration the high cost of planting
pines in Queensland as compared with the
cost in New Zealand and other countries.
It is the only feasible way.

Although we may take advantage of a
natural grown State forest by thinning it
out and getting rid of the useless timber,
from an economic standpoint there is no way
of replanting the whole arca better than
under the Taungva scheme. In the photo-
aph I have mentioned the pines can be
~cen just ahout beating the bananas after
growing for four ov five years. When vou
have a field of woung trees growing right
up with no foreign matter., cach tree pro-
tocting the other, then youm are going to get
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hundreds of trees to the acre. and you are
going to get the hest trunk possible on the
tree. I_l‘f()lflln’ll(?ly. the department has not
made the best use of that ~0h01no, only fifty-
six blocks having been taken up, most of
them very small. I venture to say that each
acre of land so planted would Dbe worth
a few pounds, yet the Government are charg-
ing the settley £2 10s. per acre per year for
the right to live thera: and when it is con-
sidered that in six or seven vears the pine
trees will be about 10 feet high, it will be
scon that the Goverament W111 eventually
acquire a beautiful forest of pine trees.

One danger in connection with this—and it
is not realised by those who do not live on
the land—is the rapid growth of lantana,
which is surrounding many of these arcas
to-dax. One need oul" peruse the morning
papers to [ind l'mt'ma has been responsibie
for many fires in the North Const district.
B¢ serious is the pxoblcm that lantana will
beat the scheme unless the Mipister issues
instructions to his officeis to see that the
areas arve kept clean.

The SecreTarRY For PUBLIc Laxns: Some
of your exhausted bavana lands propagate
fantana.

Mr. HimrLe Don't be xilly. That iz as
silly as vour foresrry policr.

Mr. WALKER : The lantana surrounds the,
banana farms; it is growing on the edges of
these farms. Remember als 50 that lantana
germinates quickly :ml spreads rapidly. We
have had big fires even m our grass lands:
and hon. members can imagine what the
growth of lantana ix likely to be in a clean
area that is shaded to a great estent.

The SecrReETARY FOR PUBLIC LaXbs: Ave not
many banana aress allowed to go under
lantana after being exhausted?

Mr. WALKER: T want to see the scheme
prosecuted vigorously. It has been said that
the Government have arcas of land suitable
for bananas that are not yet leased. I can-
not believe that ihat is so; but, if it is, I
strongly urge the Minister to advertise any
vacant blocks in the Gympic papers, becaunse
many people are eager to acquire such land.
The Government should mot malke it havd
for these men, because the time is coming
when they will bless the man who introduced
the scheme for the planting of pine tvees for
commercial purposes,

I notice that last yesr 2,000,000 young pine
trees were planted. That iz very creditable,
and shows that steps arc being taken in the
right direction to encourage the growth of
softwoods. That is all good work, but it is
going to be expensive unless the arcas are
cleared, because, if these trees are plented
in the scrub they arve not likely to grow.
You might just as well rub your head with
a brick.

Any man who knows anything about scrub
life can go into a scrub and see small stunted
trees for the simple rcason that they cannot
get tho air, sun, light, or food necessary to
mal\o them grow. as the big trees are steal-
ing their food all the time. If the depart-
ment is going to clear the scrub and plant
trees the way it has led us to believe it has
done it, it is going to be expensive; «#ll it
has io be done if we are to make Oood the
shortage of timber in Queensland. Last year
the dopdwnom sold 41.000.000 superficial feeg
of pine. 7,000,000 superficial feet of hard-
wood, and 8,000,000 superficial feet of other
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timbers. That is an cnormous quantity, and
it proves Concluawelv that the department
must be sending large quantities of timber
out of the \ratr, and it supports the argu-
ment I have already put forward that the
department should sce that the other States
do their duty in the matter of reafforestation,
because naturallv~l want to emphasise that
point—it is not going to be a money-making
concern for this State owing to the high cost
of planting to-day. W hile the department
sold such an enormous amount of timber last
year, the State sawmills cut nearly 10,000,000
feet of that quantity, which shows that 'the
depa 'tment cut one-fifth, to be on the gener-
ous side, of the total timber sawn in Queens-
tand as agairst four-fifths cat by all the
privately-owned mills,

We also hear from time to time of the
controversy which exists amongst the State-
wned mills in regard to the shortage of
pine. T hope the departmcnt is not starving
the privately-owned mills in order to get a
little advanta"e because, when all is said and
done, there is not much in the State sawmill-
ing b The profit from the State mills
latt year s only £821, although the sales
amounted to £174,689. According to the
balance-sheet, stocks on hand are valued at
£79.700—roughly speaking, half the amount
of the total sales last year. That requires
investigation. It is no use shutting our eves
to the fact that there is bound to be deteriora-
tion with such large stocks ou hand. When
the Government first took over a sawmill in
Brisbane, they were £5,000 or £6,000 out in
the stocks. I do not know whether that was
a joke or whether it was duc to dcterioration.
When the mills have £79,709 worth of stock
on hand, it is natural to conelude that tuere
is going to be great deterioration. There was
an enormous loss from white ants last year.
That was due to the want of supervision. We
do not want that to occur, because it means
a big loss to the State.

We have also imported an enormous quan-
tity of timber to supplement the shortage
which it is sald exists here. I understand
that about £156,000 worth of timber came
into Queecnsland last year. Of course, on
account of the interstate business, the records
cannot accurately be taken, and the ouantity
may have exceeded the amount stated. How-
ever, it was somcthing like £20,000 greater
than in the previcus year. Against that we
arc exporting an enormous amount of timber
to the Southern States, and we are sending a
lot of our northern timbers to America. Only
last week a boat left Cairns taking something
Jike 1,000 logs, as well as a lot of fancy
timber for ornamental purposes. think it
is called walnut. That proves that there is
a big sale for that clasc of timber.

Mr. O'KEErE: It is only an experiment.

Mr. WALKER: Even if it is only an
experiment, it shows that there is a market
for it in America. Let us get their money in
return,

The amount of stealing that takes place is
to be regretted. I understand that the
department had 150 cases of illegal operations
last year, and I was sorry indeed to see that
proaecuhons were onlv instituted in twenty-
five cases. There is something wrong with
the administration when so many are let off.
It cannot be because the cases are weak., 1t
is necessary that prosecutions should take
place in a greater number of instances. I
do trust the Minister will look into that,
because timber stealing is a great menace.

Mr. Walker.]
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If the department could catch 150 of the
stealers, T am quite satisfied that there were
1,000 more that it <did not catch, and if prose-
cutions are only instituted in twenty-five
cases, naturally we are not going to get good
administration.

Generally speaking, the forestry policy of
the Government has been carried out parti-
cularly well, taking into consideration the
high cost incurred in getting planting and
clearing done; but there are
many other details which need
attention, especially with regard
to the lantana question. This is the biggest
menace we have. We are going to have the
whole of the timber burned out if we do nos
keep this pest under observation.

Again. we want a survey of our timber
areas. I know we have had certain feature
surveys, but we want more information in
regard to the areas cleared, and also with
regard to planting. One or two of us may
have a better idea than others about it on
accouht of living closs to these places.

The scheme is a good one, and is being
administered very fairly in my opinion; but
I would wurge the Minister to discard
‘expensive methods of procedure, and go in
for the planting of good commercial pine in
conjunction with bananas. The Government
will have handed over to them at the end
of five or six years an enormous area of
good clean land. provided they adopt the
right methods. When the pine-trees get up
some 20 or 30 feet the land will be free from
noxious weeds, and will be handed over to
the State as a wonderful asset.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LLANDS
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie): Before dealing
with the comments of hon. members in
regard to the Forestry Beard’s operation and
policy, I would refer briefly to the recent
~isit of the British Empire Forestry Delega-
tion to this State. There is no doubt that
their visit here and their inspections and
observations in Queensland mark a distinct
period in our forestry history. The forestry
conference at Canberra arrived at certain
conclusions, and recommendations were made
in_the report which was issued before they
left for New Zealand. In that report they
review the history of forestry operations and
progress in Queensland. I shall read the
-concluding paragraph of their report refer-
ring to this State—

“We understand that Queensland is
the only State of Australia which does
not enjoy the benefits of a comprehensive
Forest Act. The legislation dealing with
forests is at present comprised in the
State Forests and National Parks Act of
1906 and the Crown Lands Act of 1902
and its amendments. These do not pro-
vide for matters of finance or for effective
statutory powers for forest administra-
tion. It is desirable, therefore, that
legislation on similar lines to that in
force in the other Australian States
should be cnacted. It is of the utmost
mmportance that such legislation should
provide for continuity in the financing
of the forestry programme.”

Coming from a conference of delegates who
are distinguished in forestry science in other
parts of the world, that recommendation must
be given duc weight. Tt is a matter for con-
sideration in the Government’s future policy,
and I can assure hon, members that every
consideration will be given to it. Of course,
it is to be recognised that a progressive

[M». Walker,

[11 a.m.]
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forestry policy depends on finance, and
ability to provide such finance depends

entirely on the taxpayers. So that a pro-
gressive forestry policy in this State depends
upon the provision of the necessary funds
from revenue or loan.

Before this Government came into power,
little or practically nothing was done in the
matter of afforestation, and the first afforesta-
tion station was established by this Govern-
ment at Imbil. The figures show-—and this
is in reply to the commenis of the hon. mem-
ber for Toombul as well as the criticism this
morning of the hon. member for Cooroora to
the effcct that we had not expended sufficient
in the way of afforestation—that this Govern-
ment have done infinitely beiter than their
predecessors. I do not know whether the
Opposition speak with one voice on the gues-
tionn of a complete and full afforestation
policy. I doubt it; but, taking the criticisms
of these hon, memboers as representative of
the partr, I would like to point out that in
1914 no loan funds were provided for reaf-
forestation purposes by the previous Govern-
ment, and that their expenditure from revenue
was meagre in comparison with that of this
Government. The following table makes an
interesting comparison:—

} : Total
| Expenditure
Net i (Adminis-
Revenue, | tration and :
I Reafforesta- |
i tion.) i

Year, : Per Cent.

19814-15

I

i

b

|

j

. 74500 7,600 | 10

1927-23 L
)

241,564 64,082 | 25
i

In 1914, under the previous Government, the
expenditure in reafforestation was £1,700,
whereas last year, under this Government, it
amounted to £30.925, and, in addition, £3,100
was expended on roads and services in con-
nection with the harvesting and marketing
of timber. In the current financial year a
sum of £40,000 has been provided on the -
Loan Fund Estimates for reafforestation,
being an advance of £9,000 on the amount
expended last financial year.

Now I would like to draw a comparison
between the expenditure of the previous
Covernment and the expenditure of this
Government on reafforestation. These figures
are a reply to the accusations or the sudden
insistent requests of hon. members on the
other side for a more complete forestry
policy and a greater expenditure of public
funds : —

| i
Ixpenditure,

!
Ten Year | Net h Dar
Period. | Revenue. Aaffgée%%tggn ‘Ielcentage.
J‘ i j
1 g | g |
1905-14 .. | 406,186 | 5,647 | 14
1915-24 .. | 1,229,635 ‘ 246,495 | 20-0
1919-28 .. | 1,664,923 | 314,887 | 189
(9 vears) ‘\ i |
| !

It will be realised by every hon. member
that, if we are to expend money for re-
afforestation purposes in excess of the amount
derived from forestry operations and the sales
of timber, we must of necessity find that
money from some other source to make up
that application of revenue. It is all a
question of whether the people of Quqensland
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are sufficiently hmbued with the importance
of a foreatry policy for the provision of the
timber necds of the future to submif to the
expenditure of further funds from revenue on
a vigorous reafforestation policy.

Mr. Hamrmiry: If they go back to bark
huts, the department will not be required.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I have not hcard the hon. member express
his personal views in regard to a reafforesta-
{ion poliecy in any dircction whatever, T
personally recognise the importance of pro-
viding for the future soft-wood nceds of the
people of Queensland. It is a verv grave
problem, and one to which the Government
will give due consideration.

The hon. member for Toombul made some
reference to the amount sccured by the
department by way of stumpage. Those
figures are to be found in table I. of the
report.

The hon. member for Cooroora complained
of the lateness in tabling the report. I have
to admit that the report was tabled late; but,
in explanation, I would point out that Mr.
Swain, on whom depends very largely the
drawing up of this report—which is of a
highly technical nature and demands a great
deal of prepar ation—was exceptionally busy
during the visit of the lLimpire Forestry
Delegation to Queensland. Not only had he
to carry out a certain amount of organisa-
tion, but he also had to prepare several
papers to be read at the various conferences,
and, in addition, he had to see that smem]
governmental publications were printed and
1ssued to those conferences.

Mr. Maxwenr: Then, if he died, no one
else could prepare the report?

The SECRETARY FOR PURLIC LANDS:
The heavy pressure of business on the part
of Mr. Swain has been responsible in the
main for the delay.

The hon. member for Toombul referred to
the sawn timber prices. alleging that they
had been increased by the increased stump-
age demanded by the Government. If he
were in possession of the facts, he would find
that his statement was quite the reverse of
the truth. The prices for hardwood are
lower to-day than they have been for some
considerable time.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL:
woods.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Sawn hardwood is cheaper to-day than it has
been for a considerable time. Sawmillers at
the present time are sclling large quantities
of first class hardwood at 34s. per 100 super-
ficial feet all sizes, without charge for special
lengths. Reference to fixed price lists for
1921 will show that the price of first class
hardwood was then 37s. to 39s. The case of
the hon. member for Toombul against the
Government on this score therefore falls to
‘the ground.

T referred to soft-

If he wishes to compare the prices of sawn
timber to-day with those prevailing fifteen or
twenty years ago, he must take into con-
sideration the increased costs of cutting and
hauling, higher sawmill wages, extra
machinery costs and, in fact, the all-round
increase in costs which is na“mrally reflected
in timber as in all other commodities.

Pine cannot be decreased materially in
price without seriously affecting the output
from the Crown forests. and involving wast-
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age of the lesser grades which are now find-

ing a market. In the Queensland circum-
stances of present softwood shortage, any
policy  which permits such wastage is

uncconomic and against the best interests
of the Queensland timber trade. A reduction
in price of pine logs will inevitably shorten
the life of the sawmill industry, and this
serious dizadvantage will more than counter-
act ans temporary advantage that reducing
the pl‘i('v of logs below their value might’
bring.

The hon. member for Toombul also made
reference to an alleged undertaking which
the Government are stated to have made
with the Commonwealth Government regard-
ing the royaliies on timber in North Queens-
land. Ax a matter of fact, no such under-
taking was given to the Commonwealth
Govermmnent,

Mr. Moore: It ought to have been.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
On 9th March last I wrote to the Secretary
of the Australian Timber Tariff Board, 422
(olhm street, Melbourne, as follows:—

‘In reply to your inquirs of 1st
March, 1928, in conmnection with timber
tariff proposals, I have to state that, so
far as this departinent is concerned, there
is no desire nor any intention to take
any action which will result in the nulli-
fication of such protection as may be

afforded by any increased tariff on
timber, nor will the department arbi-
trarily take any action to increase its

upsets againsi the natural law of supply
and demand. As a matter of fact, in
order to assist the timber trade, the
department has, on two oe(‘aqions,
recently reduced its sale prices for case
logs, with such effect that in some
instances no net profits have been left
it, and in others case logs have been
abandoned at the stump because the
cost of production exceeded the present
sale price on the market. Furthermore,
in respect of maple and silkwood logs, the
department recently stablhsed the prices
for 1928 by offering its year’s output at
upsets comldelablv lower than obtained
several yvears ago.’
As there is no record of any undertaking
given by this Government to the Common-
wealth Government, I can assume that the
reference of the hon. member for Toombul
was to that letter which was submitted to
the Australian Timber Tariff Exccutive, in
Melbourne.

Mr. Moore: That is an undertaking.
Mr. H. M. RussgLL: You put your price
up 2%, per 100 superficial feet. That is the

main thing.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The hon. member cannot get away from the
fact that the sentence was put specially in
this letter to show that the department would
not arbitrarily take any action to increase
its upset prices against the natural law of
supply and demand. As a matter of fact,
wo had requests from other Northern buyers
of maple that we should not further reduce
the upscts, in order to stabilise the markets.
In August last, from our reports in that dis-
trict and our transactions since, we found
that certain buyers, including a large buyer
of 1,500,000 superficial feet of maple and
silkwood logs, were prepared to pay £1 14s.
per 100 superficial feet—an advance on the
then abnormally low price of £1 12s. In the

Hon, T. Dunstan.]
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last two years prices have fallen. duc to the
depression in the trade, from £2 14s, to £1
123, per 100 superficial feet. Nobody will
argue that. because a small tariff is put on
imvorted timber, the price of maple and
silkwood  logs,  because of  increased
demands or revival of trade, is going to
stay at the abnormally low figure of £1 12s.
We have had several offers to buy at this
increased price of £1 14s.—2s. over the
abnormal slunip price which previously pre-
vailed. The only undertaking that we gave
was that we would not scek to nullify any
tariff advantage by inereasing our upsets
against the mnatural law of supply and
demand: we are sticking to our policy.

The demand for the output of maple from
Crown forests in North Queensland 1s quite
satisfaciors.  There was no difficulty in
selling all the maple offered at the recent
sale at the increased upsets; in fact, a parcel
of special logs realized 50s, 6d, pev 100 super-
ficial fect, the upset being 40s, The Govern-
ment arce not in any way responsible for the
high piice reached for Queensland maple.
This was the open market value for both
Crown and private logs. The Government
were delivering their logs to market and
selling them, and their upsets only followed
the trend of the market.

Reference has been made by the hon.
member for Cooroora to the Taungya scheme,
whereby certain forest areas are granted
under special lease for the growth of pine-
trees In conjunciion with the cultivailon of
hananas. Several additional blocks have been
opened upr that are suitable for banana-grow-
ing, althongh not the best for the purpose,
and they arce still awaiting applicants. That
policy 1s being continued as rapidly as
possible.

Mr. WaLker: If you have blocks, would it

not be better to give those blocks away,
seeing that the Government will eventually
repossess them with an eight-years’ growth
of timber?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Seeing that we call special tenders in all
casesand that the tenderers are prepared
to give high prices for banana blocks, it
would be manifestly unfair to charge high
rentals in those cases and give other suitable
blocks away for nothing. The blocks are
considered valuable by the applicants who
tender under the Taungya scheme. We are
extending that scheme as far as possible;
but care has to be taken in setting aside
suitable arecas that will be adapted not only
to the growth of bananas but also to the
growth of pine-trees. I have no doubt that
in my ow:x electorate the policy is giving
every satisfaction,

Mr. GrivstoNE: Why not let these people
have the blocks at a nominal rental seeing
that they are laying the foundation of the
forestry poliev?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Why should we allow them to have valuable
bandna blocks at a nominal rental when
other men, who take all the circumstances
into consideration, are prepared to tender
for these blocks at a price which they con-
sider is suitable? The fact that in many
cases high prices are offered shows that the
land is valuable, and the proposal to offer
the blocks at nominal rental is quite imprac-
ticable.

In regard to the growth of lantana on
forestry reserves mentioned by the hon.

[Hon. T. Dunstan.
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member for Cooroora. the Provisional
Forestry Board is expending a good deal
of mency in the cradication of noxious weeds
from these areas. It is a fact, however, not-
withstanding what has been saild by the
Lion. member for Fitzroy, that in my elec-
torate and in the electorate of the hon,
member for Cooroora banana farmers, having
exhausted an area of land, deliberately throw
ihat land under lantana for its supposedly
high fertilising properties.

Mr. Hartrey: That would not cause a five
in a forest area.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
As far as our funds will permit, we are
clearing wherever we can on forest areas.

My, HsrTLEY: Your funds do not go very
far.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
T.antana, which vears ago was regarded as
a very serious pest, is now welcomed by
many banana farmers, who, after exhausting
the land by growing bananas, decliberately
allow it to go under lantana in order to
get a retwn from the supposed  fertilising
qualities of that plant.

The hon. member for Cooroora said that
there was an enormous loss in connection
with the State sawmills from the ravages
of whitc-ants in  connection with sawn
timbers. That is not correct. At the Imbil
sawmill there was a quantity of C class pine
that was affected by white-ants, which did
damage to the extent of about £20. All
that C class pinc was recently disposed of as
case timber,

As stated in the annual report of the
department, there are large stocks of timber
on hand at the State sawmills; Lut those
stocks are only equal to about six months’
turnover. Angone who knows of the serious
depression in the sawmilling trade of late
will know that this depression has caused
stocks to increase considerably. One of the
chief veasons for the reduction in the profit
dervived from the State sawmills this year
as compared with last year was the carrying
over of large stocks of timber as a result
of the depressed market, Another reason
was the veduction of price due to the same
cause. It is not possible in a great business
like this always to maintain stocks of sawn
timber at the same figure, especially in the
srevailing depression.

Some of the mills are now closed, but an
endeavour will be made, as soon as the
market revives, to reduce our large stocks
at the State sawmills. The other sugges-
tiens made by hon. members will be given
full consideration.

Mr. EDWARDS (Nenango): I notice that
the Minister. in replying to the criticism of
hon. members on this side, referred to the
question of supply and demand. It is
remarkable how the question of supply and
demand is brought in by the Government
when it suits their case. At other times we
are told by them that there is no such thing
as a law of supply and demand. Seeing
the ecnormous amount of money that has
been derived from our $imbers, reafforesta-
tion has not taken the strides that one might
cxpect. The Minister is well aware that
even since the present Government took
office stumpage rates on timber have risen
from somewhere around 4s. 6d. to 22s. 6d.
per 100 superficial feet, and in some cases
up to #2s. and 32s. 6d. per 100 superficial
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fect. In supporting these high stumpage
rates, the Minister has argued that the
wages paid to timber-getters, overhead

costs, and many other factors, have to be
taken into consideration. These factors have
nothing at all to do with the question, as
the ﬂmber is put up by public auction, and
these prices are obtained for it.

[11.39 a.m.]

The people who purchase the tiinber have
to make the roads afterwar Seecing the
enormous amount of money which goes into
the consolidated revenue from this source,
it would be a good thing to carmark a cer-
tain amount of money to be used in reaffore-
\f"][lnp ‘A‘O‘lx. und ln some (]l" 'l("s to assist
to repair roads which are being pulled to
pioccs by the haulage of this timber.

The Forestry Depq trcent needs to be reowv-
ganised from A to Z. It is all very well to
say that we have an up-to-date department
looking after our timbor resources, We have
a wonderful assct in our tlmbm Milhons
of pounds worth of tintbor have been sold :
but we have still large quancities Jeft. \Vo
should be given fuller information about th»
timber reserves held by the Forcstry Depart-
ment. In my own district and that repre-
sented by the hon. member for Stanlev there
are thousands of acres of timhber reserves
held at the present time: but much of the
land has no timber on it, and it would be
better to cut it up for close settlement than
allow it to lie idle, as it i3, It is hard to say
what guantity of this land would be available
for settlement, as it requires another suivey
to be made to get that information. lhore‘
is a large avea of land held there which is
only breeding vermin in a district settled
with small farms and with good railwdy com-
munication. It would be a great advantage
to the State if that land were cut up and
put under cultivation, if it has no value from
a forestry point of view. Tt secius to me that
this question is not taken into consideration
at all. Years ago the Forestry Department
made certain surveys, and lands were taken
over as timbor reserves. It is neces
et a resurvey of the land to find out whether
a great deal of it could not be better used
for the cualtivation of crops,

As to the replanting of trees. it scems to
me that greater cave should be taken of the

w

trecs that are mow growing naturally in the’

forests.  After all, the tree that is growing
naturally doos Letter than the tree which is
planted artificiaily. Therefore, the Forestry
Tepartment would do well to give considera-
tion to the tens of thonsands of small trees
which are growing” on some of this land
to-day. Recafforestation has in many instances
heent a failure in the past. largely through
the way the undergrowth hss bhean cleared.
This has caused.fires among many cof the
voung trees which have commenced to grow.
That method has been a mistake; but the
Forestry Department has awakened to the
position. and is npot attempting to replant
trees under the method adopted during the
first few vears of its existence, After huge
sams of wmoney have been expended, a five
Could start and wipe out the Whol p]dminn
in 2 fow hours. This is a serious question
in a dry country like Quecnsland.

These are matters to which the Minister
should give careful consideration. I am not
at all satisfied that it is necessary to make
such enovmous sums out of the seiling of
timber. I believe that it would give better
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results to the State if the timber were sup-
plied to the people who use it more cheaply
than at present. It is all very well to say
that the Government arc not getting more
than their due for 1t; but they tell the
workers that they are Jdoing all thev can for
them and are 1chnvmv th@m of taxation,
whereas in this instance thev impose heavy
direct taxation on them—particularly on the
thrifty man who is trying fo build a home.
It must be admitted that the enormous
increase from 4s. 6d. to 20s. and 30s. per
100 superficial feet for stumpage is a heavy
impost on the worker who is building a home
or the man in the country who uses timber
at every turn.

Another thing which scems to be wrong iz
the policy of the Government in diﬁpOS];é ot
timber in large quantities, with the resule
that nobody but the big timber associations
have been able to buy. and the small saw-
willers have had tremendous difficulty in
keeping their mills going. The big associa-
tions can buy the lot and treat the small
miller as they like; and it would be a good
idea to carmark small quantities of timber
in cach district a«nd give these small mills
options over it so that they may be kept
running. That scems fair and just, and is
better than allowing a big monopoly to crush
them out or to allow them just what it likes.
The Minister should endeavour in every way
to build up industrics in the country rather
than foree all the people into the large
centres of population. That is entircly wrong
and is another instance in which we 1'oquno
reorganisation in the depeutmout It seems
to me that the officers have been careful to
do what they consider is best; but the policy
does not séem to work cut in the best interests
of the people concerned or of the State.

In the arecas I have spoken of, such as the
Runya Mountains, there scems to be a large
amount of land which is not growing timber
and is of no value to the State for such
purpose. It could well be cut out of the
reserves and handed over to small settlers.

Another respect in which the Provisional
Foresivry Board or the Department of Public
Lands could give more consideration to the
small settler is in connection with the boun-
dary fences of forestry reserves. It is a hard
matter for a seitler on a small area of land.
with a boundary fence alongside a State
forest or timber reserve, to do his share; and
he gets no aixntanoc frorn the department in
keeping it in good shape. I hope that the
forestry officers will assist in these matters,
particularly in respect of the cost of the
homes of workers and settlers in the country
districts.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fit:roy): It scems to me
that the farther we go on this question the
more grave does it appear to be, not only
in respect of the shortage of timber, but also
the shortage of cash. “In spite of the fact
that the Forestry Depa1t1nent has a big
revenue from the sale of tlmoer—tlmber
which it did not grow and in the growing of
which it had no hand, because p1obab1v it
was growing before any of them saw the
light of dm~—the time must come when that
timber will be exhausted. Then there will
be no more money to frlttcr away in planting
little pretty pine trees in areas where they
were never meant to grow. and in the build-
ing of reads for which the “ bullocky ” pays.

It is time that this Comwittee woke up to
the fact that the department has not really
improved the position at all in relation to

Mr. Hartley.]
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the timber industry in Australia. The posi-
{ion facing Queensland to-day backs up that
statement. I vemember when 1 was a
voungster the pine fimber used in Australia
was Oregon pine imported from America
probably hecause of the cheap sailing ship
freight rates, and the fact that timber was
plentiful in the country of cxportation.
Although we had wonderful pine forests here,
we had not in any marked degree established
sawmills to cut our own timher. By the
evolution of time leading to the establish-
ment of the sawmilling industry of Australia
we utilised in Queensland our own forests
in which the Queensland Forestry Board and
#o politician had any fi " in assisting one
tree fo grow. We utilised our own forests
and cut out the use of Oregon, Baltic, and
Norwegian pine. Now we are gelting it
back. Tt is coming into the country in great
quantitics, both Baltic and Oregon piune.
Despite the increased cost of labour in the
exporting countries, the increased cost of
wages for engineers on the boats, and the
increased cost of wages for seamen. these
countries are able to uudersell our own
timber in this country.

The SECRETARY #OR PPUBLIC LaNDS: Oregon
pine has not the same durability as our own
pine.

Mr, HARTLEY: There may be two
opinions about that. I have seen Oregon
pine last ionger than Queensland pine. It
all depends on what class of pine is referred
to. I am not posing as an expert on thesc
matters, bui I should like someone to reply
to what I have stated. If the department
is doing such wonderful work, how is it that
our own Queensland pine that we have been
nursing, petting., watering, and for which we
have been clearing country and growing and
caring for trees that they might reach
maturity, and, giving in the fact that there
has been an increase in wages in Queensland
—bearing in mind that there has also been
an increase in wages in Ameriea and Norway
—that in our own country those countries are
able to sell their Baltic or Oregon pine
cheaper than we can sell our own pine in
our own country?

Mr. Mooge: And pay a big duty, too.

Mr. ForLEy: They dump it here.

Mr. HARTLELY: There is always some
excuse. They cannot dump it here. 1 do
not know how many thousands of miles of
ocean these boats must sail, Then {here is
the cost of handling the lumber and getting
the timber here. The whole cost should make
it so high as to be prohibitive in competition
against our own timber sold in our own
country. That is osne aspect of the question.

It is all humbug about the Forestry Board
doing anything in the way of reafforestation
in Queensland. Of the .£250,000 appropriated,
£245,000 should be cut out and the other
£5.000 utilised in sending our forestry experts
into the country with a mattock, axe, pick
and shovel for two years to learn something
about Queensland conditions and about the
growing of Queensland timber where God
meant it should be grown, and not where the
forestry ecxperts think it ought to grow.
{Laughter,) God in nature planted this con-
tinent with various classes of trces—hard-
woods and softwoods. Go to any part of
the country where man has not interfered
except with an axe to cut down the matured
tree for his own henefit, and vou will find
another tree immediately grows in its place.

[Mr. Hartley.
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There yvou have abundant evidence of how
nature on ber own reafforests better than any
artificial aid supplied by man.

1 do not know much about pine timber,
and 1 am not saying anything about that,
but the same, in my opinion. would apply
there. You can get a very striking example
of it if you take a trip into the Stanley
electorate. Go along the XKilcoy line in
the train, and just look out of the window.
You can still puff your cigarette or cigar—
that will not interfere with your observation,
as the train goes slow enough, God knows,
{Laughter.) You will sce where a few of
the old giants, 7 or 8 fect in diameter, have
Leen brought down, and, if you have power
of observation, you will immediately notice
right around the old stump a lot of saplings
have grown up—stringrbark or blackbutt
—as straight as gun-barrels. That is » lesson
to the Forestry Department in rcafforesta-
tion, yet the department has not done a
single thing in any of these nreas. I hope
the Minister and the Forestry Department
officials will just put a little more ginger
into their operations, and that they will get
out of their swivel chairs in their office, where
members of Parliament talk to them some-
times aud try to iell them something of what
thev have secen or heard in the country, and
go into the country. I mean that the head
officials—not the office boy, or the junior
factor—will get out into the country and
stay there—(Opposition laughter)—and that,
if ‘thoy can find a “nark ”—I hope the
Australian Journalists’ Association will duly
appreciate thar word—(laughter)—like me,
they will get in contact with him and say,
* What have you got to say abouat this
Torestry Department? What is your trouble 7’
It a “nark’ is no good, I hope they will
proceed further. If they come along to
where I am—not while the Federal clections
are on—I1 will try and show them some faults
around me. and then introduce them io some
other ““narks ”* about Kilcoy. The Forestry
Department has inerecased the price of tim-
ber until to-day we in our own country
cannot build a £300 or £400 house for less
than about £800——

OprPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. HARTLEY: You need not split up
figures or aitribute the reason of that to this
cost or that cost. There is the bare plain
fact, and a great deal of ils cause is the
overhead expenses and maladministration of
the Forestry Department.

Mr. H. M. RusseLL:
stumpage rates.

Mr. HARTLEY : 1 say harvest the timber,
and. if it will not grow again, let the
“bloke ” who wants timber in the future
look to it himself. That is a fairly sound
policy. If you want reafforestation, assist
nature to reafforest; do not interfere with
nafure.

The trouble on the North Coast line is to
keep down the young timber. You ave
foolish to ringbark or fall any great area
unless vou are ready to put the plough in,
or have plenty of stock to put upon the land
in order to keep down the timber. If you
are afraid of a timber famine—and I am
not afraid of it—Ilet the people on the land,
whether it is of freehold or leasehold
tenure, receive some inducement to allow
the timber I speak of to grow, and not cub
down beautiful voung saplings 50 fect high
without a branch except at the top. That

And the cnormous
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is what is being done in the forest country
all wlong the North Coast Railway.

Give them a bonus or a reduction of land
tax per acre of estimated commercial
{orest-bearing land. That will relieve the
Forestry Board to a great extent. At the
presenty  time you have a great deal
of land locked up, not only in the Stanley
but in other districts, that people would turn
into more valuable land if they could get it.

The Minister knows I gave him one strik-
ing example, in which I am glad he inter-
fered so that the report of the forest ranger
was set aside. The forest ranger had
reported that a. certain piece of land should
not be opened up for selection, and the resuls
was that a man, whose father’s place was in
the neighbourhood, was denied the right of
taking up a small block. I am glad the
Minister eventually consented to that land
being thrown open for selection, because,
a,lthougn it was only a small area, instead
of having lantana and black wattle timber,
it has now a couple of acres of first- class
bananas. It simply goes to show that, when
vou take away the interference and give the
country to people who know how to use it,
you will get much greater production from
the country than by merely producing timber
that has to be sold at such a high price.

I hone what I have said will be con-
sidered. I have said it time and again
before. It is like a voice crying in the
wilderness, but still, while you have a voice,
it is just as well to cry. (Laughter.) While
I admire their theoretical knowledge of
timber, and while I give them every credit
for their zeal to reclothe the land of Aus-
tralia with forests, I want them to remember
it 13 a darned long way to go, and it is a
darned costly business if we are going to do
it by the mecthods that they are adopting at
present. Let them get out into the country
themselves and treat the thing from a prac-
tical standpoint—study the question from
the point of view of the men who are trying
to use the land for something else, so ‘that
they will realise that, when they allow the
lantana to choke up the gorges on their pro-
perties, they are placing a burden on the
man who is using adjoining land. That land
should be kept clear. Despite what the
Minister savs, that people deliberately throw
their land open for lantana, we have laws to
deal with that, because nearly every per-
petual lease has a provision that, on pain of
forfeiture, the land must be kept free from
lantana and noxious weeds. What I said
about lantana was that it was stupid to say
that the fires in the forests originated from
areas of banana land that had been deliber-
ately put under lantana by the men who
held that banana land. Any man who did
that wonld be stupid, because the minute he
put a fire thmugh his lantana—it may be
done, but it is an cxpensive way of fertilis-
ing land—he would destroy all the value of
that fertiliser, seeing that it would destroy
the mulch coming from that lantana. I hope
thet before we have this vote to consider
again there will be some practical advance
made in a practical direction by the Forestry
Board.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I think most mem-
bers of this Committee will endorse many
of the remarks of the hon. member for

Fitzroy. Some of his remarks should be
givent very serious consideration by the
department, especially the portion relating

to the cost of houses and furniture.
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Mr. IFOLEY:
vour electorate.

Mr. FRY : There is no forest in the electo-
rate which I represent because it is a city
electorate; but in my electorate there are
working men on the basic wage who are
cndeavouring to purchase their own homes
and furniture with which to furnish their
homes, and they are just as much, if not
more, 1ntelested than anyone mplesentmg a
timber district. It is in their intercsts that

rise in my place this morning to support
many of the remarks made by the hon.
member for Fitzroy, and paltlcularly his
statement that stumpage rates had increased
until a house which should cost between
£300 and £400 now cost £800.

‘There are two sides to the question of
reafforestation. One is the growing of the
timber; the other is the utilising of it. One
is the provision for the cultivation of the
commodity; the other is the supplying to the
people of the commodity at a reasonable
price which will permit them to rcceive
some benefit. The expenses which are
incurred in the production of timber are
borne, perhaps to a larger extent than we
ave aware of, by the wage-carners of this
State. In many respects the remarks of
the hon. member for Fitzroy were very
weighty and deserve serious consideration;
but T do not go so far as to say that we
should not go in for reafforestation. I differ
from the hon. member on that point.

There is no State forest in

Although in season and out of season we
have had a demand for an increased tariff
ro protect our timber industry, that
increased tariff, granted by the Common-
wealth Government, has been nullified by
our Forestry Depaltment and the depart-
ment 1s deserving of censure in that regard.

I shall instance a case in point. Take the
C’ommonwea]th tariff on timber—

| 01d Tariff, New Tariff,

per 100 per 1005
——— Superficial Superficiat
i Feet, Feet,
8. d. s. d.
Undressed— i
12in. by-6in.andupwards| 4 0 | 8 0
7 in. by 2% in. and upwards 5 6 9 6
Less than 7 in. by 2% in. 7 0 11 0

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Will the hon.

member connect his remarks with the vote.

Mr. FRY : I am coming right to the vote
now. The stumpage rates imposed by the
department on log timber at Atherton on
the 10th of this month was increased by
2s. per 100 superficial feet, which is equiva-
lent to 4s. per 100 supe1ﬁclal feet of sawn
timber; so that in that respect the duty
which has been imposed by the Common-
wealth Government has been nullified by the
action of the State Government. Whilst the
Bruce-Page Government closed the door to
foreign timber, the Queensland Government
opened that door, It is no use asking for a
tarift to protect our industry if the Queens«
land Government are going to nullify it
after it is granted.

[12 noon.]

Coming back to the question of the cost of
kouses and furniture, if Queensland. which
controls this industry, is going to make log
timber dearer, sawn timber will be dpalel
and furniture and house timber will be

Mr Fry.}
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dearer. I protest against the Government
taking & narrow view of it, and continuing
on the lines I have indicated.

Mr. C. J. RYAN (Facham): In reference
to the remarks of the hon. member for
Kurilpa, in connection with the increased
price of maple, it might be as well for the
Comumittee to know why the price of maple
has been fixed at 32s. during the last twelve
months. Representations were made by cer-
tain people connected with the timber
industry to the Forestry Board to fix the
price for maple. Attention was called during
the very bad slump in timber—and my elec-
torate was considerably affected by that slump
—to the fact that the buyers in the South
had stated, in view of the fact that maple
had decreased from bds. per 100 superficial
feet, and would still further decrease, they
were not prepared to buy it. It was pointed
out that, if the Forestry Department—whicn
is the blgge% supplier of maple in Quecns-
land—was to fix the price and state that it
would not be any lower under any considera-
tion, there was going to be a demand for it.
That was done. and contracts were made. 1
have not got the figures, but I know that
quite a number of logmen made contracts
for supplies of maple to be sent into the
Southern markets.

The guestion of the increase in the price of
maple 1s evidently one of those things which
are covered by the remarks made by the
\Imutel with regard to supply and demand.
As I have stated before in this Chamber, I
am not altogether in sympathy with the
Forestry Department in its policy of contract.
The Labour Party has not been built upon
that principle. and I still object to the
principle of supply and demand, particularly
in regard to the emplovment of labour.
However, it is just as well to go back a little
on this question of increased costs for build-
ing material as well as the supply of cabinet
woods for furniture. Whilst maple was bring-
ing 54z, in North Queensland, a large amount
of money was being made by hon. members
opposite in dealing with that timber at that
price, and I claim that the high price was
responsible for the introduction of Pacific
maple and cheap cabinet woods.

Mr. Moore: The Cairns strike was respon-
sible for that, and you know it.

Mr. ¢ J. RYAN: The moment any com-
modity reaches too high a price. particularly
when 1t 13 something that can be done with-
out, the consumer will either do without it or
substitute something else. During the last
three vears I have made inquiries into the
furniture trade, and, notwithstanding what
the Leader of the Opposxtlon says about the
Cairns strike being responsible for the posi-
tion, I have found that there w ere any
amount of logs and cabinet timber in the
South; and in North Queensland, between
Millaa Millaa and Tolga, it was being sold
at 54s. per 100 superfictal feet on the ramp,

while it was bringing up to £12 per 100 super-
f‘(’ldl feet in the South.

I want to know what happened to
cause the difference between bds. and £12
per 100 superficial feet. It was a common
ihing for dealers to receive £10 per 100 super-
ficial feet, and it is no wonder that you find
people landing Pacific maple in Australia when
they can get it more cheaply. T have been
cut amougst the timber men, seen the timber,
and discussed the question with them. No
one ought to have to pay that prxce for
tvnbﬁx, and several manufacturers in Bris-

{Mr. Fry.
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bane have told me that the most immoral set
of men in commercial dealing were a num-
ber of timber men connected with the cabinet-
wood timbers in Brisbane. I make that
statement because men have given me the
authority to use their names, if necessary.
It is useless for hon. members to say what
they have said, because the timber-getter was
chmmng 54s. per 100 feet for timber which
sold in the South at from £10 to £12.

Similar remarks apply to the recent
increase of 2s. per 100 feet. I do not know
the facts, but from what I can learn a

Northern group went to the Forestry Depart-
ment, and said they were prepared to pay
the increase. Whether they were right or
not I do not know. I am concerned about
secing maple and other cabinet woods kept
at a falr price, but I do not see why we
should urge the Forestry Department and
private owners to decrease their prices and
then allow middlemen to increase their
profits beyond a fair margin,

I am not going to pose as an authority
on reafforestation, but I have been a bush-
man, born and reared in the bush, and lived
the greater part of my life there, and I have
just as much common sense as the next man;
and I think that some of our theories in
regard to reafforestation are not borne out
in practice. In my electorate and that of
the hon. member for Chillagoe it cannot be
said that the methods adopted have been a
complete success; but, on the other hand, we
must make some allowance for the fact that
we are in the experimental stage. I have
read something about red cedar. The hon.
member for Fitzroy has said something about
a certain species distributing its seed a great
distance from the parent tree. I could take
hon. members to certain areas in North
Queensland and show them instances where
cedar trees have thrown their seeds anything
from 8 to 10 chains. I do not think, more-
over, that the statement—I am not quite sure
whether it comes from the chairman of the
Provisional Forestry Board or not—that it
would be impracticable to regenerate cedar-
trees is quite correet, because many places
can be shown in North Queensland where
the voung cedar-trees are almost unlimited in
number and their growth very rapid.

I heard the hon. member for (Cooroora
state that it was necessary to clear an area
before replanting trees for the purpose of

establishing a new fcrest. That is quite
incorrect so far as our cabinet woods are
concerned. The young trees must be

protected from the sun, they must have a
certain amount of light, and they must be
enveloped with a certain amount of under-
growth during their early stages. I could
explain these matters with greater ease if
I had hon. members in a scrub. where I
could point exactly to what was taking place.
However, from my observations extending
over a period of years I think much more
work can be done in attending to the natural
growth in our scrub areas—I speak now of
softwoods and cabinet timbers—than has been
achieved up to the present time by the
assistance of nurseries and other like places.

It is only natural that the Forestry Board
should have fallen somewhat into disfavour.
We are told, and I believe with an abundant
amount of truth. that we are threatened
with a depletion of our timber supplies,
particularly of softwoods, and we are warned
that we should establish reserves to supply
the timber needs of the future; but I am
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afraid that public opinion will demand that
the Department of Public Lands shall throw
open for cultivation and settlement certain
arcas now set aside as timboer reserves. There
is a blg portion of North Queensland that
-could be utilised as timber reserves, of which
very little notice has been taken. There is a
tendency to keep close to settled areas when
embarking on a scheme of reafforestation.
I suggest to the Forestry Board that it should
give some attention to “the question of going
further afield in furtherance of its policy of
reafforestation and timber preservation. I
suggest that it should confine its attention
to places that are more or less inaccessible.
‘There are places in North Queensland which
I learn from general discussion with forestry
officers are regarded as inaccessibie and will
be inaccessible for the next fifty years.
have in mind country at the back of Card-
well. I have spent a considerable amount
of time in that portion of North Queensland.
at onc time prospecting there for a period
extending over a number of months—and I
have seen there forests of kauri pine
unequalled in any forest that I know. TUnfor-
tunately, very little information respecting
this area is in the hands of the Forestry
Board. I would very much like to obtain
at an early date some further information
regarding the timber on areas which are
now considered inaccessible. From what 1
knew of the country, it is not so imaccessible
as the Forestry Departiment contends,

There is a tendency on the part of the
Forestry Office—I do not wish to be a carping
-critic—to grow very consenatiw ‘Whilst 1
am not so drastic in giving advice as the hon.
member for Fitzroy, I would suggest that the
officials allow thenlsel\ es a little more scope
than hitherto. I know they are very busy
men; but it is worth while at times to
listen to others, and receive the advice that
others may or may not freely give. There
is much more to be learncd on the question
of rcafforestation in North Queensland than
is at present known. There we have the soil
and the rainfall. The growth of timber is
more rapid there than in any other part of
the State. Thers we have a great area of
country that is not likely to be requued for
agricultural purposes, and the Torestry De-
partment would be well advised to give more
consideration to what might be termed
inaccessible country in that area and to the
consideration of how the timber upon that
country affects the timber resources of the
State.

Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis): As the
representative of a constituency where there
are a good many activities in the timber
industry, I would like to make a few
remarks before the vote goes through. T
listened with a good deal of attention to the
remarks of the hon. member for Nanango.
I compliment him on his close study of the
auestlon and his very complete knowledge
of forestry matters, in so far as it affects the
small miller and the users of timber in the
area where the timber is obtained. T freely
endorse all that he said on the matter.

The hen. member also spoke of the need
of some of the money obtained in royalties
being set aside for the construction of roads
into “the forests. That is a question which
affects the timbergetter very considerably.
No consideration has been given to him.

1 was pleased that the hon. member for
Eacham drew attention to the policy of the
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Forestry Department n (alhng tenders from
toamste]s for contracts in cutting and haul-
ing timper. By this means they are encour-
aged to compete with one another. That is
a policy which conflicts with the policy of
the Labour Party, and one with which I
cannot agree. The tendency is to get timber-
getters competing with one another to such
an extent that often the work is done at less
that what is regarded as a fair rate. The
teamster has to make his own roads, and
in bad weather no assistance 1s given him. A
contractor may go to the trouble of making
roads into the forests in order to haul the
timber, and these roads are subsequently
used by some other contractor who, by the
contract system, has been brought into com-
petition with him,

The hon. member for Nanango touched on
the cost of timber to the residents of the
areas where the timber is grown. If any
person has a right to that timber it is thc
man in the district where the timber is
grown. The timber there is too costly for
those requiring it for fencing or other pur-
poses.  The Forestry Depaltment has and is
\txll performing some very useful work; but

I do thinlk that timber is being pu~hed up to
an excessive price to the user of the timber
in Queensland. One has to realise that from
a country at no great distance from Australia
—that is AH‘LIIC&—\VO can import Oregon
or Douglas pine into Australia more d\uplv
than we can get our own pine for.

At 12,19 p.m.,

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. CARTER: This time last year I was
talking to the proprietor of a big carriage
works in Sydney, who had just returned
from America. He is a man with a com-
plete knowledge of the timbers of Australia
and is a very observant man. He told me
that there were forests of Douglas and other
pine in both Canada and the United States
of America that would supply the timber
requirements of the world for another 100
vears. That is evidence that timber can be
bought cheaply.

Mr. Moone: It might be evidence of his
lack of knowledge.

Mr. CARTER: The gentleman had con-
siderable knowledge of the business, and had
travelled through these timber areas. He
i+ a verv observant man, and I am sure
he was stating the case very calmly and
truthfully to me. The fact that we can
obtain timber cheaply from America is proof
of that. If that is so, it does seem absurd
that in a sparsely populated continent like
Australia we should hope to maintain our
position by charging such high prices for
timber.

‘The SECRETARY FOR PuBnic Laxps: - We
import only a small quantity of first-class
Oregon pine. What we chiefly import is
only equal to ““ B I ¢lass pine.

Tr. CARTER : At the same time we know
that timber can be obtained more cheaply
from America than in Australia. There are
immense quantities available. Twenty-four
or twenty-five vears ago Oregon pine was
landed in Brisbane in flitches for 9:. per
100 superficial feet. That was put on a
| * bench and cut into the neceszary
was at that time interested in some
shipments. We sold it at 14s. Later we were

Mr. Carter.]
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compelled to sell it at 20s. because the
timber combine in Brisbane—Campbell and
others—compelled us to put up the price.
I am stating these as facts that I know. If
timber could be brought in twentv vears ago
at 9s. per 100 superficial feet ready to be
put on the bench and ripped up as desired,
I am satistied that it docs not cost a great
deal to do it to-day. I am quite satisfied
that agents who are engaged in handling
timber put excessive charges on the users. 1
believe the statement made by the hon. mem-
ber for Kacham that there are some immoral
charges for the handling of timber, and
that may apply to Oregon. 1 know the
timber ring 1n Queensland puts on whatever
price it likes. 1 mention that merely to
show that timber should be cheap in
Queensland. It seems an absurd proposition
that Quecensland dressed pine, which twentr
years ago could be purchased for 18s. per
100 superficial feet, 1s to-day costing from
60s. to 65s. per 100 superficial feet.

Mr. H. M. Russitt: That is due to the
stumpage.

Mr. CARTER: Some of these charges
arise from that fact. Of course we know
the costs of selling, hauling, and cutting
timber are very much greater than they were
at that time. I am referring to a pre-war
period ; but it appears to me that prices are
excessive.  When we know that timber can
be got from overscas at such a low rate,
the price of our timber is made too dear
to the user. Out of the revenues derived
from timber something should be done to
aseist in the making of roads in to the timbes.
Perhaps it would be unwise to take any of
the revenue from the sale of timber and put
it into consolidated revenue; but any expenses
incurred in the handling of timber should
come out of those funds,

With regard to some of the areas that are
reserved for timber purposes, I am satisfied
from observation that we have many timber
reserves that are not worth keeping as such.
One has only to travel up the North Coast
Railway past Eumundi and those places to
see that pine still grows, despite the fact
that the scrub has been felled and the
country put under paspalum and other
grasses. You see fine timber springing up
in those places in spite of whatever may be
done. 'That is evidence that where pine has
once grown it will grow again. If one goes
through the Good Night Scrub, he will see
a magnificont pine area. Although it is
exceedingly dry and poor land, yet pine
thrives on it. That area would "he ‘well
worth reserving for timber purposes. On
the other hand, if you go into the Mount
Larcom scrub. vou will not find a pine-tree
in it. What folly to reserve an area of scrub
land where pine timber will not grow! Yet
that is done. I know timber reserves in my
electorate where not a useful stick of timber
1s growing. If pine is growing, by all means
rescrve the arvea and cultivate the timber;
but there are serub areas reserved where
not one stick of pine is growing, and where
it. would not be possible to grow pine. I do
not know why, because I am not an expert
in silviculture.
~ Mr. Moraax: That land is used for breed-
ing pests,

Mr. CARTER: Not in all cases, but there
are places where pests do grow. Careful
inquiries should be made into these matters,

~and, if no pine or useful timber is growing
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on an area, it should not be reserved, unless,
of course, the Forestry Board can prove that
some timber can be grown there successfully.
If useful timber cannot be grown on those
areas, then the land should be made avail-
able for settlement purposes.

With regard to the handling of the forests.
of Queensland, I do think that a business
man is very badly needed on the Forestry
Board. I have no fault to find with the
members of the board, as they are faithfully
carrying out their work. They may know
all about silviculture and forestry engineer-
ing; but from my knowledge of the work of
the Forestry Department I am satisfied that
a business man is very badly needed on that
board. A man may be an expert in some
things, but he may be a very bad business
man. That is not his fault. He fulfils his
duties in regard to which he is an expert;
but, when it comes down to the hard facts
of business, the expert cannot be expected to
be cfficient. Somebody is needed on that
board who knows business more intimately
than avy present member of the board. I
am speaking candidly, because I know that
these things are necessary.

More consideration should be given to the
small miller. He sells his product in the
district around the mill, and the local people
should be considered. On account of the
increased building operations in Gladstone,
there has been a greater demand for timber
from the small mills in my district than in
most other districts, and some of these mills.
bave had some difficulty in getting timber.

[12.30 p.m.]

Mr. EpwarbDs: They are starved out in
places,

Mr. CARTER: I think something ought
to be done. Of course, we cannot do every-
thing to please the teamsters, but in many
places they do not get as good a deal as they
should. I shall be pleased if the department
will favourably consider the matter, and try
to do something both for the small millers
and the teamsters hauling to these mills,
despite the fact that it may interfere with
the practice the department has established.

Mr. MOORE (Aubiyny): The main feature
of the debate has been with reference to the
raising of the Federal tariff and this Govern-
ment taking advantage of it to increase the
price of timher here. I have three letters on
the subject from timber people, all saying
that the effect of the duty has been nullified
b the action of the Forestry Department of
Queensland in raising the price of timber.
It is all very fine for the hon. member for
Facham to talk a lot of nonsense like he did
this morning, saying that maple was sold at
£12 per 100 superficial fect in Sydney. What
happened is that the Sydney millers or
Svdney timber merchants buy direct from the
North. Green maple is only worth about
70s. per 100 supe:ficial feet in Sydnev. It
has to be kept and seasoned for two years
hefore it is any good for furniture purposcs.
There js no truth in the statement of the
hon. member for Eacham that logs are sent
down from Atherton and sold at £12 per
100 superficial feet.

T was interested this morning to hear the
Minister crow about what the Government
were doing with regard to forestry in Queens-
land. 1 will show what is actually happen-
ing and how money is being spent. I have
not got this year’s figures—these arc last
year’s figures,
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The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIc Laxps: You
ought to take a year before this Government
came -inte power, too.

Mr. MOORE: I am taking the position
to-day. I do not want to go back to the
time when the royalty on timber was Is. 6d.
and 3s. 6d. per 100 superficial feet. 1 am

taking the amount the Government get
to-day, and not comparing it with what
obtained fifteen or twenty ycars ago. The
figures are—
£
Revenue 233,540
Expenditure from revenue 30,250
Expenditure from loan 42,006

Of every £1 received in revenue by the
Forestry Department in Queensland, s, 7d.
is spent in paying salaries and office
expenses, and pot one penny on reafforesta-
tion. That is where that £30,230 goes to.
The sum of £42,006 was spent out of loan
money for reafforestation, while no other
State in the Commonwealth spends loan
money for that purpose; it comes out of
revenue, which is obtained from the timber
that is sold.

1 have taken out the following figures to
show the expenditure from revenue for cvery
£1 received: —

£ s.d.
New South Wales ... 014 8
Victoria 148
South Australia . 118 0
Western Australia ... 09 5
Tasmania 011 ¢

Victoria and South Australia actually spent
more than the revenue received. Queensland
is the only State which spends nothing out
of the revenue received, but puts it all into
the consolidated revenue, and uses it to assist
in tiding over its financial difficulties, and
then it spends loan money for reafforestation
purposes.

Mr. Hartiey : It is a perfectly sound policy,
because the people who use the forests we arc
planting will have to pay for them.

Mr. MOORE: But are we not using the
forests to-day which have been presented to
us? Later on the people who want the
timber will not only have to.pay a higher
price for it, but will also have to pay interest
on the loan money which is being expended.
Those figures show that £203,310 was grabbed
from the State’s capital and spent as revenuec.
Nobody can justify that, Even the Premier,
when he was Secretary for Public Lands, said
he could not attempt to justify it. The only
justification the Government had for taking
the money was because they wanted it. The
hon. member for Fitzroy cannot justify it.

Mr. HartLEYy: I am not justifying that,
but we won’t use that timber that the money
is being spent on. The people who use 1t
should pay for it.

Mr. MOORE: I would like the hon. mem-
ber for Fitzroy to look at the diagram in
the report of the Provisional Forestry Board
for the year ended 30th June, 1927, from
which he will sce that, of cvery 20s. expended
on forestry under the loan vote of 1926-27,
only 7s. 93d. was spent in reafforestation and
the rest was spent in forest nurseries, forest
surveys, capital improvements, maintenance,
land purchases, forest protection, and forest
research.

_Mr. Hartrey: What that diagram does not
show 13 how many of the trees withered.

1928—58
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Mr. MOORE: I have seen a lot of them
withered. The whole position is unsatis-
factory, and it is idle for the Minister to
attempt to show that we have done well in
reafforestation. We have not. We have got
the last penny we could out of the people
who wanted to use timber. When anybody
wants timber at a reasonable price there is
an outery from the Forestrg Department to
the effect that it wants a higher Customs
duty to enable it to counteract the importa-
tion of cheaper timbers.

The SECRETARY FOR PueLIC LANDS: No such
cry has ever been raised by the TForestry
Department.

Mr. MOORE: Only two years ago Mr.

" Swain went to the Federal Government and

aslked for an increased duty on timber.

The SECrRETARY rOR PuBLIc LaxDs: You are
trying to mislead the Couimittee.

Mr. MOORE: I am rot. Ile and others
went South to press for an increased duty
on timber becausc they suid too much foreign
timber was coming in. There has been an
outery all over Australia at different times
from intecrested people for the purpose of
keeping prices up. The Forestry Department,
being a big seller and having its own
resources, did the same thing, and Mr. Swain
was one of the chief advocates in that
respect, and they got an inecreased tariff on
timber,

The hon. member for Facham spoke about
the high prices of maple at Sydney. There
is nothing in that at all. Everybody knows
that the cause on that occaslon was the
strike, with the result that logs were left
lying on the ramps and either split or got
borers in them, or were left in the water or
on the wharves and deteriorated, with the
result that Pacific maple came in. It was
not then a question of price, but a guestion
of the cutting off of supplies and the fact
that good timber was rendered inferior from
the causes I have mentioned. Then the same
people went and asked for a further increase
in the duty.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: We were
asked not to increase our royalty on maple
still further.

At 12.42 p.m.,

The CmaIrMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. MOORE: They say, ‘ We are not
going to reduce our royalty any further’ :
and people who think that that price will
stand make contracts and buy the timber.
thinking they know where they are; but at
once theve is an agitation for an increase in
the tariff because people say Pacific maple is
under-selling Queensland maple. The Minis-
ter himself admits—he read the letter himself
this morning—that he wrote down to the
Federal Government to the effect that the
Queensland Government did not intend to
raise prices unless—practically this is the
effect of it—the law of supply and demand
required it.

The SecrETARY FOR PuBLIic LANDS: The big
})uyers offered 2s. more per 100 superficial
feet.

Mr. MOORE: There is nothing in that.
There was a sort of understanding. The
Federal Government said, * Will you take
advantage of the increased tariff to increase
your price?” and the Minister practically
sald ¢ No,” although he put in a sort of
addendum that left him a way out if he

Mr. Moore.]"
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thought he could get more money. Con-
sequently the department put up the upset
price again, and we find exactly the same
thing happening now. There is a cry from
Atherton for a further increase because the
mills are at a standstill, owing to the fact
that the action of the Federal Government
bas been nullified by the State Goyverninent
asking for a higher price. You cannot expect
any Federal Government to lkcep on increas-
ing the tariff if the increase is to be nullified
by another Government. It is exactly what
has happened in other industries. The Tariff
Board has pointed it out time and again.
ivery increase granted has been nullified by
the action of the Arbitration Court or some
other body.

My, HaeTtiEy: By the greediness of the
producer or the manufacturer,

Mr. MOORE: I do not know that the pro-
ducer is a particularly greedy person. He
has to sell his produets in the markets of the
world at the best price he can get in com-
petition with other producers. He endeavours
to get over the difficulty by attempting to
sccure a higher price on the basis of co-
operative marketing in order to recoup any
loss that may be mcurred on the product
exported overseas. I do not think anybody
can say that he is greedy for endeavouring
to live.

Mr. CORIMSTONE (Stanley): We ave
approaching the time when the Forestry
Board will be considering the question of
contracts for the ensuing twelve months;
and I strongly urge upon the board to lay
down prices having regard to the distance
the timber must be hauled, and that it does
not stick rigidly to the present unfair method
of the tender system. I further suggest
that, instead of allocating two, three. or four
blocks of timber to one individual, the area
be shaved evenly, or as evenlv as possible,
between the various teamsters operating in
the locality. I have in mind four blocks
aggregating 1,700,000 feet of timber which
were allocated to one man when he could
not possibly shift that gquantity: and at
the same time there were five or six
teamster: willing and anxious to secure that
work. I ask the board to give careful con-
sideration to that matter, and apportion the
area amongst the teamsters available for
the work, and that it be apportioned at a
reasonable  rate. The present system
undoubtedly means a reduction in income to
those engaged in the industry. The return
to the teamster on the present haulage rates
is not cqual to the income obtained five or six
years ago.

I ask the board also to give considera-
tion to the throwing open for settlement
of the Yarraman-Blackbutt reserve, an area
of 80,000 acres, a large portion of which is
absolutely unsuited for reafforestation pur-
poses.  That has been proved by results.
One has merely to go into that forest and
observe what seed has germinated from the
secd that has fallen during past vears. The
evidence is very disheartening, and, if nature

herself cannot regcnerate these forests,
then it will be impossible for man to
do so. There may be some areas suitable

for reafforestation that could be retained;
but it would certainly be of greater benefit
to the State if the unsuitable arecas were
thrown open for agricultural settlement
rather than be retained in a futile effort to
reafforest the country. I believe in
rcafforestation, but a  successful policy

[Mr. Moore.
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depends upon securing suitable arcas for
that purpose. I hold that the Yarraman-
Blackbutt area is not a suitable area. Some-
thing like £170,000 was paid into the con-
solidated revenue last year by the Forestry
Board, secured by its operations in timber.
I enter a very strong plea for the board
taking a grealer responsibility in the matter
of the upkeep of roads in the localities where
1% is operating.
Mr. Harroey : Hear, hear!

My, GRIMSTONE: The board has an
area of 80000 acres in the Yarraman-
Blackbutt district, and is operating on the
roads leading to that arca. The local
authorities secure no rates whatever from the
board, and I strongly urge it to accept a
greater share of the responsibility of main-
taining these roads, which are considerably
damaged as a result of its operations. I
quite realise that grants are made to certain
localities, but, considering the amount of
damage suffered by the roads as the result
of these team: passing over them, particu-
larly roads in their natural state, the grant
of from £50 to £100 does not go very far.

One section of the road between the
Burnett and Brisbane passes through a
forestry reserve, We have repeatedly asked
for a grant to put this road into a trafficable
condition. Teamsters operating on the road
have made it practically impassable. I urge
that the department should give this matter
its very serious consideration.

I now wish to deal with the Taungya
system. It certainly does scem that very
practical results are going to accrue from
it; but I ask, Who 1s going to get the
greater benefit—the banana settler or the
Forestry  Department? The  Forestry
Department calls tenders for these particular
pieces of land, and gets up tc as high as
£10 per acre for them. The man taking it
up has to get rid of the serub by felling and
clearing it, and is thus adding pounds to
the value of the land. He gets his crop for
five or six years, but incidentally he is com-
pelled to work for the Forestry Department,
as when he hands the arca over to the
department he has provided it with a
valuable asset.

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS: IHe is a
willing tenderer.

Mr. GRIMSTONDE : That is not the point.
He is anxious to get on the.land; but by
getting on these areas he is developing our
State, and he should be assisted to the
extent of giving him the land at a nominal
rate. If he does not look after the area his
lease is liable to forfeiture., The TForestry
Department has adopted a wrong policy in
letting this land out at such high rentals.
It is true that there is competition for the
land, and when there is a rush of applicants
one man may be willing to give £3 per acre
per annum and another man, who is equally
as anxious lo obtain it, gives a little more
in order to obtain it. The department should
offer the land at an upset price, and if more
than one application is received then it should
be halloted for. The Minister said he had
several of these areas not applied for. That
might be because they arc not suitable.
They may be on the wrong side of a moun-
tain, or, perhaps, the price is too high. I
hepe that the department will discontinue
the system of inviting tenders for this land,
and that it will offer it at an upset price
and, if necessary, ballot for it.
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Mr. II. M. RUSSELL (Toombul): I desire
to reply to the statement made by the hon.
member for Facham, that recently he ascer-
tained that maple was being sold in Sydncy
at £12 per 100 superficial fest.

Mr. . J. Ryax: I did not say
of the kind.

Mr. ¥, M. RUSSELL: He further stated
that that is the reason why trade has fallen
off in that timber. I sav ihat yvou can get
all the green maple you like f.o.b. Cairns on
the basis of 12 inches by 1 inch at £3 18s.
per 100 ﬂu]»mﬁcial feet. As a matter of fact,

sou can purchase scasoned maple in Bris-

- bane at £6 per 100 superficial feet. The
former maple has to be kept in stock at

anvthing

least two wears before 1t can be used for
furniture purposes.
Mr. C. J. Ryax: You were not -in the

Chamber when I made the statement.

Mr. II. M. RUSSELL: That statement
should be contradicted. Our friends opposite
are constantly saying that the Bruce-Page
Government are ruining the timber industry.,
After the Commonwealth Government have
placed a higher tariff on imported timbers,
the Queensland Government have exploited
that h.ghor tariff by increasing the stumpage
dues.  That has been proved. The fact
remains that the Queensland Government
are not sympathetic enough towards the
industry. The more imported timber that is
brought here the less work for sawmillers
and teamsters in Queensland. It is our duty
to utilise our own resources. I #m not con-
cerned so much about the sofs woods, which

are a disappearing factor; but the more
QOregon timber brought in the less the
demand for our hardwood, We <hould

enicourage the greater use of hardwood. We
find the same thing occurring all over Aus-
tralia, and, as a result of the introduction
of Orecgon timber, our hardwood industr: is

in a very parlous condition. Every
encouragement  should be given to this
industry.

When the debate opened I said that the
importation into the Southern States of
Pacific maple and Siberian oak was due to
the fact that the Southern suppliers were not
able to get supplies from the North, owing,
in the first place, to the foolish strike that
occurred  amoagst the waterside workers.
The industry had hardly recovered from that
staggering blow when the Queensland Go-
vernmnnt inercasced the upset price. There
is corsiderable agifation in the North against
the action of the Government in imposing
this extra stumpage, which means another
4s. per 100 superficial feet on sawn maple.

Mr. C. J. Ryaw: You are onc of the indivi-
duals responsible for that.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I am not; I am
merely one of the agents for the sawmillers.
Our business has decreased owing to the fact
that the imported article has come into the
Southern market and is beating the local
article, The Government should hesitate
before taking any action that will increase
the importation of timber to the detriment
of the producers in this country.

Mr. C. J. RYAN (Facham): As usual, the
hon. member for Toombul, being very much
intercsted in the timber industry, is trying
to make out a case on his own behalf. The
hon. member was not in the Chamber when
I made a certain statement, but relies upon
information given him by some of his
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Colleagucs I did not make the statement
that maple at the jiresent time was being
sold in Sydney at £10 or £12 per 100 super-
ficial feot, or that a price anywhere near
that was bung obtained. My statement was
to the offect that, when maple was being sold
on the Atherton Tableland at 54s. per 100
superficial feet on the ramp, the price in
Sydney and clsewhere, where ihe timber was
being used, was anything from £10 to £12
per 100 superficial feet; and I wanted to
know from the hon. mcmbm‘, who is interested
in the timber industry, why there was such a
disparity.

My, H. M. RUsseLL:

not correct.

Mr. C. J. RYAN:

I deny that. That is
t is astonishing that
the hon. member for Toombul, who is a
broker and an agent, should get up in this
Chamber and pretend to plead the case for
the producer.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL:
do.

Mr. C. J. RYAN: Is the hon. member not
aware that therc are quite a number of
private people seclling maple off their selec-
tions ?

Mr. EDWARDS :
excited about it!

Mr, C. J. RYA\‘ Or is he concerned
because it may cut down his 10 per cent. or
125 per cont., or whatever may be the
bmkorage that he is getting ?

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL :
personal,

Mr. €. J. RYAN: I think he is getting =
“yake off 7 further than that, otherwise he
would net be so energetic.

Me, H. M. Roussern: That is typical of
vour dirty mind.

The OCHAIRMAN: Qrder! I hope the
bon, member for Toombul will withdraw that
remark.

Mr, 1L M. Roussern: I withdraw, but T
ob]od to the insinuation of the hon, member
for Bacham, and ask that he also be made
to withdraw.

The CHAIRMAN: I was not aware that
the hou. member for Bacham had made any
unparliamentary remark.

Mr. (. J. RYAN: The Leader of the
Opposition  endcavoured to make political
capital out of the remarks he made the other
evening. Thoe hon. oonrleLnan did not even
hass the courtesy to give the names of his
informants.

Mr. Moore: I will give you the names.

Mr. C. J. RYAN:
Foll was the hon.

It is more than rou

Of course he is. Don’t geb

Don’t make the matter

I understand Senator
gentleman’s informant.
Reverting to the statements made by
the hon. member for Toombul, it would
be as well for the hon. member to make
sure of his remarks before replying.
T did not make any mistake on the matter.
I repeat that the statement I made was that,
when maple was F4s. per 100 superficial feet
on the ramp at Atherton, the price the con-
sumer in the South was paying was £10 to
£12 per 100 superficial feet, and, in my
opinion, the agents and the middlemen, whom
hon. members opposite represent, were
responsible for that position, and that the
producers of the article were not getting the
share that they should get.

Item (Forestry Office) agreed to.
Mr. €. J. Ryan.]
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LAND COURT.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympic): I beg to move
“That £5,671 be granted for ‘Land
‘Court.” ”’
The increase of £840 in the vote is duc
principally to the appointment of a deputy
member owing to the formation of the Land
Administration Board.
Item agreed to.

SURVEY OFFICE.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon, T. Dunstan, Gympie): I beg to move—
“ That £78,154 be granted for ‘ Survey
Office.” ”

The decrease of £2,142 is due principally to
the fact that £1,925 less is being asked for in
connection with ¢ Contingencies.” There is
also a small decrcase on account of there

being onc officer less.

Mr. BMORGAN (Murilla): 1 wish to enter
a protest against the policy of the department
in charging in some cases two or three survey
fees for the one block of land. I know of
instances where the survey fee had been paid
when the land was originally selected. Subse-
quently that land has been surrendered or
forfeited, and the full amount of the survey
fee has been again charged to the new selec-
tor. The Government in those cases received
two survey fees for the one block, and perhaps
the same thing has been repeated on three
or four different occasions. That is not right.
If a fee is necessary on the second occasion,
it certainly should not be on the same scale
as when the land was first thrown open to
selection. The Government are only sup-
posed to get the actual cost of survey from
the selector, and, when the survey fee has
been paid in full by the original selector, the
Government have no right to claim @& second
survey fee when the land is again thrown
open to selection. I do not think it is an
honest principle. It may be a good thing
from a revenue-producing point' of view to
get extra fees from the people who go upon
the land. but 1 enter my emphatic protest
against this dishonest practice.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): There is a belt
of land at the Proserpine end of my elec-
torate known as Repulse Bay. Three days
ago I was talking to a resident of Proserpine,
who informed me that he questioned very
much whether there were two men in the

whole of the Proserpine district

[2 ppom.] who had made a thorough

examination of the Repulse
Bay lands. Various estimates have been
made of the quantity of land there—
one authority says there are 10,000 acres,
and another that there are 20,000 acres.
We should have a proper survey made
of those lands with a view to opening
them up for closer settlement. I have been
told by one man who has carried his swag
through the area that it contains some of the
richest land he has seen in any part of
Queensland. T would request the Minister to
give some attention to this matter, and trust
that before we meet again next year he will
have a survey made of that country.

Item (Survey Office) agreed to.

IRRIGATION AND WATER SUPPLY COMMISSION.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. T, Dunstan, Gympie) : 1 beg to move—
o That £35,602 be granted for ¢ Irriga-

tion and Water Supply Commission.”

[Hon. T. Dunstan. ’
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There is an increase of £510 in the vote,
which is duc to an increase of £2,070 in staff
salaries and a reduction in the item for
“ Contingencies ” of £1,560.

Item agreed to.

MISCELLANEOUS.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie): 1 beg to move—
“ That £2,200 be granted for ‘Miscel-
lanecous.”
1s vote remains the same as 1t was last

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I wish to refer
te the question of rabbit netting. The people
who are converting their lands from what is
known as cattle country to sheep country
make application to the department with a
view to getting assistance in the way of net-
ting in order to protect the land from rabbits
as well as from dingoes. In my electorate
quite a number of applications have been
made during the past two or three years, and
it has taken months before the applicants
knew whether they were going to get rabbit
netring oy not. I wrote to the Department
of Public Lands in regard to one complaint,
and received the following reply :—

' With reference to your letter of the
2nd Instant, relative to the applications
for wire netting by Messrs, A. 8., D. H.,
and H. J. Rayner, I beg to infonn you
that the particulars are as follows :—

On 7/10/27 the applications were
received by the Land Commissioner.

On 22/12/217 the Land Commissioner’s
reports were received at this office.”

At the conclusion of the letter, Mr. Holland,
the secretary to the Land Administration
Board, writes:—

- The department does not admit any
responsibility for any delay; in fact, it
has departed from its proper and usual
custom, in as much as the material has
been ordered before the whole of the
documents required for registration of
the necessary security have been lodged.”

On 17th October, 1927, the application was
received by the Land Commissioner; on 22nd
December, 1827, just two and a-half months
afterwards, his report was received. The
Crown Jands ranger who had to report on
the application did not reside more than 8
or 10 miles from the selection, which is
within 4 or 5 miles of a railway. There is
no great distance to travel, and the road is
a good one. Yet it took two and a-half
months to get the report., I know exactly
what happens. The application is referred
to the QCommissioner, who instructs the -
ranger to make a report, and under our
system, with land rangers spread throughout
the length and breadth of the State, with not
very large areas to work, and in many cases
with motor cars supplied by the department
or by themselves, it should not take two
and a-half months to get a report as to
whether an individual is entitled to netting
or not. During that time the dingoes were
getting in and destroying the sheep., I claim
that one month would have been a fair thing.
If you made application to any up-to-date
firm on a similar matter, I guarantee that
you would have the report in a week or ten
days. This sort of thing does not help the
settler in the exterminafion of pests or the
conversion of country from cattle—which do
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not pay—to sheep, which enable the owners
to produce a wvaluable commodity in the
form of wool and enable them to become
payers of income tax and other taxes to the
State. Here we have what ought to be an
up-to-date Department of Public Lands, with
all its_officials at its disposal, with only a
few miles to travel; yet the secretary to the
Land Administration Board does not admit
that there was any undue delay. I sav that
it is shameful that such a long period should
elapse. I know the case from A to Z; I
know the land and all about it; yet, not-
withstanding the fact that the circumstances
were exceptionally easy, a delay of two and
a-half months occurs.

A better system is certainly essential. If
the department considers that it is doing well
in these circumstances, then it holds a con-
trary view to my own. Settlers generally do
not consider that the department is carrying
out the work in an expeditious manner.
There are complaints throughout the country
districts. I could instance dozens of com-
plaints if necessary; but I consider this one
sufficient, When I received this reply I was
quite satisfied that the department was pre-
pared to continue its work in a lackadaisical
mannper, not caring a rap whether settlers
received fair treatment from the department
or not.
the wire netting meant a loss of from fifty
to sixty shecp to the unfortunate settlers.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympie): I am not aware
of the circumstances of the case mentioned
by the hon. member for Murilla. I know
that it is habitual for him in this Chamber
to raise his high voice to.heaven in a tirade
of abuse against this department on any
particular case that Me cares to bring for-
ward. I can assure the hon. gentleman
emphatically that it is the practice of the
department to deal with these applications as
expeditiously as possible—-

Mr. Moreax: As possible!
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LLANDS :

Consistent with due inquiry into the con-
ditions of the application. There was some
delay in regard to wire netting during the
ncgotiations with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment as to the terms on which the wire
netting would be supplied; but the hon.
member for Murilla will find that of recent
date there has been general satisfaction with
the way in which the department has been
dealing with applications for wire netiing.
We have received general commendation for
our work in this respect.

Mr. Monrean: You are wrong altogether
about that. You should go out amongst the
settlers.

Item (Miscellaneous) agreed to.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND INDUSTRY.
CHIEF OTFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A, Gledson, Ipswich) :
I beg to move—

“That £2,995 be granted for °Chief

Office.”

There is an increase of £100 in connection
with salaries for classified positions and auto-
matic increases; and there is a reduction of
£100 in travelling expenses and railway fares
and freights. If hon. members desire any
information concerning the department, I
shall be pleased to give it to them.

Item agreed to.

[24 OcroBER.]
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APPRENTICESHIP COMMITTEES AXD ELECTRICAL
WORKERS’ BOARD.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich):
1 beg to move—

“That £3,085 be granted for ¢ Appren-
ticeship Committees and Electrical
Workers” Board.” ”’

There is a slight increase in the vote for
automatic increases.

Mr. FARRELL (Rockhampton): I want
to bring under the notice of the Minister a
case that has occurred in Rockhampton, which
shows how the work of the Apprenticeship
Committece might be tightened up. Recently
two boys named Bailey and Regan were
apprenticed to the C.C.M. Company. in Rock-
hampton, as motor mechanies., The work-
shop of the Rockhampton branch of the
C.C.M. closed down on 14th August lasi.
Although one boy had only nine months to
finish his indentures and the other boy had
about a vear and three months to finish his
time both were simply told that their services
were concluded, and they were left, - as it
were, on the scrap-heap. In onc case the
mother of the boy and in the other the uncle
of the boy interviewed the chairman of the
Apprenticeship Commiitee in Rockhampton,
and instructions were given to those boys
that they must report every morning for work
as usual at the office of the C.C.M., Rock-
hampton. They have been doing that since
29th August last, and, when I left Rock-
hampton on Monday morning, they had
reported again. During the whole of that
time they have gone along to the coffice of
the C.C.M. prepared to accept work, and
the manager of the works has told them
that nothing was doing. The whole of that
interval has been wasted for those hoys. The
matter was brought under the notice of the
chairman of the Apprenticeship Committeo
in Brisbane, Mr. Hall, something like four
weeks ago, but nothing has been done since.
It is one of these cases where the Minister
might make inquiries and see that the func-
tions of the Apprenticeship Board are carried
out.

Mr., MaxwrelL: Were those boys inden

tured ?
Mr. FARRELY.: They were both properly
indentured. They are simply left to walk

round the town for the rest of the day. They
have been reporting at 8.50 each morning,
and have been informed by the chalrman of
the Apprenticeship Committee in Rockhamp-
ton that the C.C.M. are liable for their
wages, The mothersof one boy is a widow,
and the few pounds that he was bringing
in made a big difference to her. The all-
important point is that since 28th August
last up to the present time these boys should
have gone through a certain amount of
training to fit them for the position of motor
mechanies. I bring this before the Minister
as a glaring case of how the Apprenticeship
Act can be disregarded. I hope that, as a
result, something definite will be done to see
that the boys are fixed up and that nothing_
similar will be encouraged in the future.

Mr. KERR (Fnroggera): Before saying one
or two words on the all-important question
of apprenticeship. I would like to pay a
tribute to Mr. Hall, the chairman of the
Apprenticeship Committee. He is indeed a
very courteous officer, and naturally with so
many youtbs to be placed it is the privilege

Mr. Kerr.)
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of a member of Parliament to approach Mr.
Hall on a number of occasions. hava
always found him willing to do what is
possible; but the unfortunate part seems to
be that, while he is willing very often and
agrees that a cortain procedure is e¢ssential,
he is overridden by the board that has been
eppointed.  There is no need for me to
recapitulate the personnel of that board. We
inow that it is mot a truly represemtative
body. That is quite wrong, and we have to
grin and bear the fact that they are not
in-dar giving the satisfaction that is desir-
able

The BECRETARY ¥OR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Are wou talking ¢f the Apprenticeship Com-
mittee or the Group Committee ?

Mr. KERR: I am talking about the
general board which has been appointed
uncer the Apprenticeship Act which deals
with many of these applications. I am going
to tell one or two things before I am
finished.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
You are mixed up.

Mr. KERR: I am not mixed up.
hoard appeinted under the Act represen-
tatives from the Trades Hall predominate.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
You are totally wrong.

Mr. KERR: I am not wrong. In regard
to the apprenticeship scheme generally, no
one can say that the youth of the country
are having the opportunity of becoming
apprenticed to some trade or calling. Whilst
I am not asking the Minister or the board
to take the responsibility for that position,
nevertheless it is deplorable that hundreds
of young fellows are unable to obtain work
when tney leave school. We have to ask
ourselves whether the Apprenticeship Com-
mittee is doing evervthing in its power to
place those boys in positions. Let me
emphasise the seriousness of the position by
pointing out that out of 1,300 boys who
applied for registration last year only 526
vere able to be apprenticed. When we
realise that secondary industries must pro-
gress with an increased primary production.
it is a sad commentary upon Queersland
that hundreds of our boys should be unablo
to become apprenticed to cssential trades.
When the Act was passed we were told that
many of the existing evils wounld be
remedied; but, as a matter of fact, the posi-
tion is getting worse each year. The Opposi-
tion were responsible for two very important
alterations to improve, the position. We
were responsible for the wiping-out of the
initial examination for apprenticeshin. At
one time 1t was essential for a boy to pass
a qualifying examination before he could
become apprenticed.

__The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
That is not so.

Mr. KERR : The Minister knows that year
after year qualifying’ examinations were held.
_ The SrECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
T don’t know that.

Mr XERR: Then the hon. gentleman
ought to know it.

) The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
It 1s not so.

Mr, KERR: It was onlv the vear before
last that the Opposition, by continual appli-

(Mr, Kerr,
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cation, were able to get the initial examina-
tions wiped out.

The SECRETARY ¥OR LaBOUR AND INDUSTRY :
That is absolute nonsense.

Mr. XERR: Another important alteration
which was made at the instigation of the
Opposition  was to permit a youth who
obtained a position on his own initiative to
accept that position without being compelled
to go to the Apprenticeship Committee and
become what we might term * the next on
the liat,

The S ARY TFOR
are wrong again,

Mr. KERR: Surely the hon. gentleman
knows that it is ouly of rccent date that a
boy has been able to go to a firmi, ask for
work. and take it? Tor years the (overn-
went prevented the youths of the country
from wceepting work that was offering.

The SECRETARY rOR PTUBLIC WORKS:
iz not true.

My, KERR: The hon.
that it is perfectly corvect.

PusLic Works: You

That

gentleman knows
The SecrReETARY ¥oR PusLic Works: It is
wrong. Why don’t you prove it?

Mr. KERR: I will prove it when I have
an opportunity of speaking again. Let me
reprat that the Opposition were responsible
for the wiping-out of the entrance examina-
tionn for apprentices, and for permitting a
bos who was offered a job to take it without
its havirg to be offered to the next on the
list.

After the Opposition were able to get these
wholly  unwise provisions removed, the
Government are again acting against the
interests of apprentices. A boy may have
served three years, or he mayv be in his
fourth year, and may be a good apprentice
at that, but what has been the result?
know the Government have cancelled the
itdentures of boys in their fourth vyear,
irrespective of whether they are good appren-
tices or not.

Mr. HARTLEY:
cancel indentures.

Mr. KERR: The Government have done
s0, or the board has done so. What I say
is right. and the chairman of the board will
bear me out. I have been to him on these
matters. I believe that in one case the
vestrictions have been removed. A boy in
his fourth year had his indentures cancelled
because he did not attend the technical
college for the time laid down by the
board.

Mr. Brrcockx: Is
conditions?

Mv. KERR: No: it is purely a regula-
tion. Refore they took such action as that
thev should have gone into the question of
whether the boy had gained a practical
knowledge in business and other facts sur-
rounding his employment. They have not
done that. and, merely because the boy
did not attend the technical college, they
cancelled his indentures. 1 admit that they
gave him notice.

The Government could not

that not one of the

Mr. Buncock: Are vou defending his
action In not going to college?
My, KERR: From time to time 1 have

beard from boys themselves and from parents
that it is useless attending the college. It
has been stated to me time and again by
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boys that they are attending the college
but are learning mnothing further than they
can lecarn in the work:hops. After all is
satd and done, where is the proper place
for an apprentice to learn his trade? Is it
not in the workshop itself? Of course it is.

Mr. Hartrey: You want them to turn out
botches, not tradesmen.

Mr. KERR: T am not talking about the
hon. member’s primus stove.

Mr. IarTLEY ¢
arguuent.

Mr. KERR: The hon. member will agree
that some of the best tradesmen in the old
country, and in Scotland in particular—I
have been through some of the workshops
thern—and some of the best tradesmen in
the world have not been inside a technical
college.

To-dav there is a good deal of trimming
about this question of apprenticeship. When
a bov is apprenticed I want him to get his
practical experience in the workshop; and
the best man to see to that is the cmployer.

In regard to the case where the indenture
was cancelled in the third or fourth year,
I ascertained that the boy was an excellent
apprentice.  He knew his business; vet that
boy wuas compelled to ceasc work because
of the action of the Government. The
Government have to answer for the actions
of any board created by them, and which is
in close relationship with them. The appren-
ticeship question is a vory vital one, and
the collection of regulations in existence is
not helping to any great extent. At the

That is the trend of your

same tlime I will admit that, if all kLoys
could find jobs, the apprenticeship question
would solve itself. What makes it more

difficult for the hoard is that there is an
insufficient number of jobs to go round. In
the paper last night or the night before I
saw a letter from a subseriber which stated
that the Apprenticeship Committee definitely
pointed out that it was not its function to
find an apprenticeship for any boy. 1In the
first place I believe that. if any boy can
get a job as an apprentice, he should be
able to take that job and subsequently
register with that person.” In the next place
I believe that the Apprenticeship Committoe
should carry investigations a good deal
further in order to help to place some of
those bovs who have not other people to
help them to get a job.

[2.30 p.m.]

I believe that., if the Apprenticeship Com-
mittee laid itself out to help hovs to Zet
jobs, a lpt of bovs would be helped that
way. Without a hard-and-fast rule beine
adopted the Apprenticeship Committen miqh{?
ascertain what jobs are available and give
them to some of the boys,

Mr. €. J. RyaN: You believe in the rotary
system. i

Mr. KERR : I do not helieve in the rotary
system, but in connection with boys who are
unable to get jobs for themselves the rotary
system might come into operation. i

For a number of years hoys who could
have obtained apprenticeships in certain
trades were not permitted to take them up,
but that condition of thines has since been
abolished, and rightly so. It was on the defi-
nite recommendation of the Opposition year
after year that that improvement was brought
about. The Apprenticeship Committee is
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displaying masterly inactivity to a great
extent on this question, and sonething more
reqquires to be done. There are many bovs
who unquestionably look to the Apprentice-
ship Conunittee to help them in their troubles,
and thelr parents look to the committee to
assist them in securing jobs. While that is
essential, it does nct say that any boy
who can get a job ou hiz own initiative
should not be allowed to take it un. It
is uscless for the committee to say that it
is not one of itz functions to place the Loys.

“There are representatives of the unions and

of the employvers on the committee. There
must be some way in which they can come
together to do something in this matter.
In my opinion the quota of apprentices
allowed in regard to tradesmen is not sulfli-
cient.  All the tradesmen in a special depart-
ment should be aggregated, and the numnber
of apprentices alletted accordingly.  We
should maintain the rule with regard to the
ratio of onc apprentice to three tradesmen,
which 1s now in operation; but we would
have more apprentices if what 1 suggest were
done.

The SECRETARY FOR ACRIC:LTURE: Allot the

apprentices to the trade rather than to
individuals.
Mr. KERR: That is the point. I tried

to ascertain one year the number of appren-
tices which would be required under that
method, and I found there would be cighty
additional apprentices required, while still
retaining the principle of one apprentice to
three tradesmen. I cannot see why a man
engaged in an indusiry—painting or any-
thing else—should not have an apprentice
if he requires one, so long as the present
quota is retained in the trade.

The 'SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE:
is in the law now.

All that

Mr. KERR: I admit there is provision for
it in the law; but it is not in the awards.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Awards
cannot override the Aect.

Mr. KERR: We are not permitting a
sufficient number of boys to be employad as
apprentices in the skilled trades.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich):
In reply to the hon. member for Rockhamp-
ton, I would like to point out that during
the past year or two w~ have had quite a
number of cases similar to those he men-
tioned. When a firm closes down the
Apprenticeship Comumittee endeavours to
place any boys who may have been appren-
ticed to it with another firm in the same
locality to enable them to continue to learn
their trade. In this case ingquiries were made
as to whether the boys could be placed in
Rockhampton, but there was no opening;
but so soon as a vacancy occurs an endeavour
will be made to place them, and they will
finish their training as apprentices. I will
take the matter up with Mr. Hall, the chair-
man of the Apprenticeship Executive, and
see what can be done.

The hon. member for Enoggera said that
the Apprenticeship Committee overrode the

chairman, and that it was unwieldy and
one-sided. The executive is constituted as
follows : —

Representing the Government: A. H.
Hall (chairman), R. McL. Riddell.

Representing the FEmployers’ TFedera-
tion: T. M. Forster.,

Hon. D. A. Gledson.]

-



1544 Supply.

Representing the Trades and Labour

Council: F. Harris.

Representing the Employees: W. P.
Poole, W. C. Rogers.
Representing the Employers:

A. J. Leaver,

I have met these gentlemen on several occa-
sions—about a week ago on the last occasion
—and both employers and employees’ repre-
sentatives arc doing everything they possibly
can in the interests of the boys of Queens-
land, particularly of Brisbane, in endeavour-
ing to place them in positions and see that
their training is carried on in a proper way.
Mr. Forster is an enthusiast in his own busi-
ness and in his work on the executive, and
he has been doing all he can not only with
respect to his own trade but also to other
trades. Mr. Lind and Mr. Leaver also put
themselves to no end of trouble in carrying
on the work of the committee and improving
the condition of the boys and turning them
out good tradesmen.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE:
have done excellent work.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXND
INDUSTRY : As the Seecretary for Agricul-

A, Lind,

They

ture interjects, they have done cexcellent
work. Similar remarks may be made of the
employees’ representatives, vet the hon.

member slates the executive and says that
it is overriding the chairman, and that its
work is not in the best interests of the boys.
I do not think he knows what he is talking
about. I would like him to mect the mem-
bers of the executive and discuss matters
with them and air his complaints. I would
be prepared to arrange a meeting for that
purpose, because it would cnable him to
understand something of the work it is doing.
I did not know that we had in Queensland
employers who were prepared to do as much
voluntarily as these gentlemen are doing for
the boys. The ocmployees, of course, arc
doing all they can; but I was more particu-
larly struck with the gentlemen representing
the emplorers, and the enthusiasm they dis-
play and the endeavour they are making to
help the boys of Queensland.

The hon. member for Enoggera got mixed
up  between the Apprenticeship Executive
and the Electrical Workers’ Board. He
brought the case of one lad before the
Electrical Workers’ Board.

Mr. XKerr: That was another case.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I am referring to the case of
a lad who was brought before the Electrical
Workers’ Board by the hon. member for
Enoggera. He also brought a boy before the
Apprenticeship Committee. I want to tell
the Chamber what happened in the case of
the boy brought before the Apprenticeship
Committee. This lad had been four years at
his trade, but had not passed the first exami-

nation. He refused to attend the technical
college, and made all sorts of excuses. The
hon. member for Enoggera knows that. The

hoy said that he would not attend the col-
lege, and, instead of doing so, occupied his
time doing somecthing else. He was brought
before the Apprenticeship Committee year
after year. On one occasion the father and
the son were brought before the committee.

Mr. KErRR: You are exaggerating a bit.
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND

INDUSTRY: I am not exaggerating. The
hon. member knows the case, and I know the

[Hon. D. A. Gledson.
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case. The lad was working at a furniture
place at the bottom of Roma street. The lad
was brought in with his father, and the
matter was discussed. The lad was asked if
he would attend the technical college, and
he said, “ No. 1 absolutely refuse to attend
the college.”” What was the committee to
do? The boy would not carry out his inden-
tures, and the committee gave instructions
that they should be cancelled; but immedi-
ately they were cancelled the boy was broughi
iv by the hon. member for Enoggera, prac-
tically saying, ‘I am very sorry; I did not
know I had to attend the college ””; and the
hon. member asked that the boy should be
given another chance to attend the college.
Let me now show what this hard-hearted
Government did. The hon. member for Enog
gera could do nothing with the Apprentice-
ship Commiftee, and the matter came before
me., I got in touch with the lad’s employer,
who agreed to re-employ him on a guarantee
being given that he would attend the college.
That guarantee was given and the lad was
put on again. That shows how this hard-
hearted Government treats the boys!

Mr. Krrr: It remained for you to over-
rule the board.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: I am stating what was done.
The executive committee agreed to the
arrangement. The boy has been given
another opportunity, although the hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera was practically encouraging
these lads to break their indentures and not
carry out the law. How is an employer to
train a boy if he will not carry out his inden-
tures? Hon. members of this Chamber assist
tr pass the law, and they should endeavour
to carry out that law, and see that others
engaged in the business also carry out the
law. The hon. member for Enoggera would
be doing greater service to these lads if he
would point out to them the neccssity for
their carrying out their studies in order to
become cflicient workmen and to equip them
to become tradesmen, instead of encouraging
them to run about the streets taking part in
other things. The hon. member for Enoggera
knows all the facts of this case. The lad is
now attending the college, and is not foilow-
ing the advice of thosz who told him that he
need not attend the college, and that he could
sccure his certificate and become a tradesman
without so doing.

The members of the Apprenticeship Cown-
mittee, both employers and employees, are
giving their services voluntarily. They may
be reimbursed for out-of-pocket expenses
incurred through attending meetings; but
they give practically the whole of their time
day after day going round the various work-
shops. I have been round these workshops.
These men visit the workshops, imbued with
the idea of turning out good tradesmen.
Despite what the hon. member for Enoggera
has said, the committce endeavours to place
lads in position with different employers. It
has taken the names of the lads and has
placed them with employers in different parts
of the city and in different parts of the State.

Let me instance what took place following
the closure of the Mount Morgan mine. Lads
who were apprenticed to different trades in
Mount Morgan were simply thrown out of
work, but the Apprenticeship Committee
faced the task, and the bulk of the lads—the
exceptions being one or two—were placed
with employers throughout the city and in
different parts of the State.
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Those boys are continuing their training
as tradesmen in different parts of the State
to-day. That is a procedure that is done
everywhere. The chairman and the commit-
tec of employers and employess are a com-
petent. body. They have carricd out their
work well, and there is no necessity for ‘me
to interfere with them. They do a noble
work in looking after and placing our
lads in order to see that they are properly
trained. All they require from those lads
is their co-operation in bccoming competent
tradesmen. If they sccure that co-operation,
we shall turn out tradesmen second to none
in the world. We have shops and factories
for the f{raining of apprentices, and men
capable of giving them instruction in their
apprenticeship. The Department of Public
Instruction is doing its work. We find that
the educational instructors take a Ieen
interest in enabling these boys to attain a
standard of efficiency unknown before. There
arc quite a number of boys who do not
look upon their apprenticeship as sericusly
as they should, and who do not recognise
that it is for their good that the whole
procedure under our apprenticeship system
13 laid down. We have had to cancel a
number of indentures because the boys did
not realise that it was to their good to attend
the technical college to make themselves
proficient in their work

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) . The Minister took
the point of view that I criticised certain
gentlemen who assisted as much as possible
in the work of the Apprenticeship Commit-
tee; and he scemed to build up a case that
[ had attacked these gentlemen. That is
far from the fruth. I have made sugges-
tions which might very well be followed for
the benefit of apprentices. Neither the hon.
gentleman nor anyone else could tell me
that the gentlemen comprising the Appren-
ticeship Committee, whose names he read
out, arc not doing good service in placing
the large number of boys who are out of
work. The point which the Minister has
ignored is that, if he could secure the allot-
ment of a larger number of apprentices than
is laid down in most cases, we would solve
the problem of placing our boys. I again
throw that out as a suggestion for the hon.
gentleman to act upoa. I am not supposed,
as a member of Parliament, to know e¢very
case that comes hefore the Apprenticeship
Committee; but I do know the principle
involved in the cases that come before me,
and that principle was involved in the case
I mentioned to-day, as was borne out by
the Minister’s statement. He practically
admitted my contention. 1 took exception
t0 a boy in the fourth year of his apprentice-
ship being dispensed with, and the hon.
gentleman said that on my representations
he approached the board, and, after repre-
sentations. he secured the reinstatement of
that boy in his former position.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
I did not say anything of the kind.

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman said that
he went to the trouble of ascertaining the
particulars from the board, to see whether
the board could secure his reinstatement. I
hope that the principle of dispensing with
boys after serving three or four years of
their apprenticeship will be adequately dealt
with in the future. If I can help it, a boy
is not going to spend the best yvears of his
life in learning a trade and then, at the
instigation of any person, have his services
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dispensed with before serving his full period.
I am glad that practice has been * nipped
in the bud.” I know what politics are. The
Minister has unquestionably taken up the
stand that he is doing the very best he can
for these young people. That 13 his defence.
T have only a few minutes left, and I intend
to quote *“ Hansard ” to refute his statement
that I was wrong.

Page 95 of * Hansard ” for 1924 will show
that, in reply to a question which I asked,
the then Secretary for Public Instruction
informed me of the number of examinations
held for trade apprentices in the years 1922
and 1923, and also stated that in one year
316 boys had passed and 278 had failed in
the entrance examination. I happened to
know a number of the boys who sat for that
examination; they were a particularly fine
type. They were in the fifth class at the
State school, and, as is usual with boys at
that age, became a little flustered at the
educational test which was set them. Simply
because they failed to pass the educational
test they were for ever deprlve;d of the
opportunity of becoming apprentices. The
Government are responsible for that. Can
the Government take credit for year after
vear depriving boys of the opportumty of
accepting apprenticeship? It was only after
the continual representations of the Opposi-
tion that the Government were forced to
wipe out the Initial examination for
apprentices.

The SECRETARY FOR L.ABOGR AND INDUSTRY :
That is not correct.

Mr. KERR: It is correct.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): 1 have a
vivid recollection of the occasion on which
the present Secrctarv for Agrlcult‘ure.mtrm
duced the Apprenticeship Bill, which it was
claimed would remove all evils existing at
that time. Tt was claimed by the hon. gentle-
man that such a thing as boys not learning
a trade would be unknown. What, I would
ask the hon. gentleman, is the position
to-day ?

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE: Many
boys are apprenticed who would not have
been apprenticed but for the Act,

Mr. MAXWELL: Scarcely a day passes
{hat hon. members on both sides of the Com-
mittee are not approached by the mothers
and fathers of hovs who are unable to become
apprenticed and who are concerned as to
the future of their sons. Only this morning
I had two such applications. I am with the
hon. member for Enoggera when he says
that there is nothing like the personal touch
of the employer in the training of boys.
The question that arises is this: Are the
boys getting a decent “spin” to-day? I
am not blaming the Apprenticeship Com-
mittee—I would not do that—but the system
I am advocating is to inculcate a greater

confidence in Queensland, because, if that

were done, capital would be forthcoming for
the creation of sccondary industries, and the
apprenticeship problem would be practically
solved.

Mr. Ferricks: You sent a delegation to
London to block the establishment of iron
and steel works at Bowen.

Mr. MAXWELL: I did not. We have
enough ‘“ white elephants” in this country
without ‘any more; and quite enough money
has bcen wasted by hon. members opposite,
and I do not believe in the wasting of money

Mr, Mazwell.]
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under any circumstances, It is time that the
Government awakened to the neeessity of
providing conditions that will create work
not only for the fathers but for the boys
and girls who arc leaving school each year.
Not even the es tabhahmcni of an /\pwlcntlce-
ship Committee in cvery town will solve the
problem. 'The only way is to create that
confidénee which is 50 essential to the invest-
ment of capital in order that secondary indus-
tries may be oreated, because under those
circumstanecs sufficient work will be offering
for every person who desires work.

The Sucrersry rok Pustic Works: Tell
us why the Americans import their trades
men ?

Mr. HARTLEY (#iteroy): 1 am astounded
to hear a man who once cailed himself a
{radesman ad\ocatm"f that we should go
back to the old vicious principle that the
proper place and the only place to adequately
train an apprentice is in the workshop 1tse1‘
The reason why the ‘\l)pl(}ﬂtlcl‘%hlp wt wa
brought in was because the ¢ bosses’ uDdeL
the competitive system—not all of thym, but
the great bulk of them—were not teaching
the apprentice his trade. He was using
him as a boy slave to screw as much profit
out of him in the time of his apprenticeship
as he possibly could. That is the reason why
the present apprenticeship system  was
brought in, and why representatives both from
the \’01Lmo trades and from the employers
sit on the committes to see that the boy is
not used just as a human instrument in some
particular womshop I remember in the old
apprenticeship days when boys worked some-
times for threc or four years on one machme
¢Ll0n0 OIl a QI]UJIX&, III(LL[III[' _LUblLl\' (llllllllL}
holes, not because there was not work to do
but because the © boss ” had a contract, and
16 paid him to get through as quickly as
possible. [n order to do that he kept that
boy on that machine because he could drill
a few more holes in the day than, perhaps,
a new apprentice could if he was put on.
it was to obviate that kind of thing that the
Apprenticeship Committee was formed in
order fo make sure in all apprenticeships
that there was an opportunity for the appren-
tice to gain a thorough grounding and prac-
tical knowledge of the trade; and, when
hon. members advocate—as the hon. member
for Enoggera advocated, and the hon. mem-
ber for Toowong supported him—that the
technical side of appreniiceship training shall
be wiped out, they simply show that they de
not know the clementary requirements in
industry to-day. If we are going to establish
our industries here—if work is going to be
found, it must be found because our peopla
are of the highest efficiency compared with
any other manufacturing State or country
with which we have to compete. Yet hon.
members opposite wish to climinate technical
college traiuing. The reason why they want
to eliminate that is because in a great many
instances the apprentice attends at the
expense of the ““ boss,”” and they wish to save
the few paltry “bob” that have to be
expended in that way. It is an unsound
principle to say that the technical college
trainmg of apprentices should be done away
with. 1 agree with hon. members that we
are faced with a tremendous problem in this
regard—that to-day we cannot find work
for our boys or trades for apprentices. Whose
fault is that? Your friend Bruce’s! The
big ““ bluff ’ of the Commonwealth, who is
importing all this foreign stuff and keeping

I Mr. Maxwell.
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our boys and girls out of the factories that
should have been built with the added wealth
of our Australian products. It is no fault
of the apprenticeship scheme. It is the
fault of the miserable system of barter at
any price—even if at the price of Australia
going down-—while they build up the indus-
tries of other countries so that Bruce and the
people they stand for shall batten on the
voung life of the State. That is the cause
of unemplovment, and it is humbug for the
hon. member for Toowong or the hon, mem-
ber for Enoggera to try to draw red herrings
across the trail and blame it on the Anplen‘
ticeship Committee.

[3 p.m.]

We are proud of our system of education
and apprenticeship, uhich qualifies the boys
of the Sfate to take their places in mdmtrv
The technical college in Brisbane, which
hon. members opposits disparage to ‘such an
extent, has turned out boys comparable with
any in Australia—not the drudge at the
lathe or the drilling machine or the drudge
with the paint brush, whom you can get as
much out of at as little expense as possible,
bui the highest qualified mechanic—so that
when hon, members opposite get rid of their

big *‘ bluff ”—Bruce—they can build up an
Australia for an Australian people.
Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood): Judging

by this debate, I think Oppositicn members
have been endeavouring to secure for soms
of the master mechanics cheap labour In
connection with the employment of as many
apprentices as - they can possibly get.
listened to the hon. member for Toowongy,
ab()ut whom my fnend the hon member f01
J, 1\A1UV ¥y aUllleVllﬂzb \Auuuuux as LU Allﬂ
being a mechanic at all. Of course, it all
depends upon what you mean by a mechan’c.
For instance, a painter or a baker does not
require so much skill to become a painter
or a baker. We can get information on the
paint tins to cnable a man to do a little bit
of daubing on a fence or a house, and it does
not take very much knowledge to becomce a
baker. I remember an apprentice to a
blacksmith who was quite a failure at black-
smithing, and who got it into his hcad that
he could become a baker. A coachpainter
who became convinced that he could not get
on in that line carne into the factory I was
working in and took up house-painting,
and in two years he became a master painter
and contractor.

Mr. KeLso: What are you driving at?

Mr. W. COOPER: The hon. member will
know when I drive a nail into his thick
skuil.

The CHAIRMAN : Orvder!

Mr. W. COOPER: The hon. member is

incessantly inbterjeeting, and it is necessary
for somebody to tell him the truth.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T would ask
the hon. member to refrain from making
offensive remarks.

Mr. W. COOPER: I do not know whether
they are offensive or not: 1t would not be
offensive to me if 1hey told me that. (Laugh-
ter.) Prior to the inauguration of the
Apprenticeship Committee 1t was quite a
common thing {or master mechanics to
employ as many apprentices and as few
journeymen as possible. In my day—and
I can only speak from experience as an
approntice—an  apprentice started with 4s.
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a week. I was apprenticed for soven years,
and started at 43, a werk, with an advance
of 1s. per week per scar during the N
vears. Yot at the end of the fifth I
was earning @3 much as any ordinary journcy-
man in that factory. Hon. members know

perfectly well that that would prevail to-day
unless there was some restriction upon
employers who wanted to get as many boys
as they could. T can rvemember when ware-
houses which employed givls to make pyjamas,

shirts, and other garments employed them
for six months on probation withont wages.
Hon. members talk abont the unfortunate

pareut: who are unable to find employment
for their boys and girls. 1If we went bivk to
the old regime. we would find that the same
conditions would exist. The Apprenticeship
Exccutive, however, has control over the
number of apprentiess permitted in any fac-

tory or warchiouse or cngineering works,
with the vesult that the journeymen get
permanent work at their jobs. It is 2l

well for us to say that cur bors and
cannot get work, and that our secondary

strics are not in the condition in which
they should Dbe. but it does not follow that
the apprenticeship  system  is  responsible
because it provides certain limitations. Have
we not made a beginning in training boys
and 1s who wish to take up trades, by
establishing rural s¢hools? T have had « come
experience of them, because I have one in my
electorate, and I know that, when any trades-
man wants a boy, he goes to the head teach-r
and asks which bor would be most likely
to be a success in his calling. In ninets-
nine cases out of a hundred the Apprentice-
ship Committee has selected that boy because
it discovered that he was most likely to be
suitable. Tf, on the other hand, e abolish
the existing restrictions and permit everyone
to go to employers and ask for apprentice-
ship, we would have five or six, or perhaps
seven, apprentices to every journeyman in
the motor trade, the engineering trade. and
all classes of mechanical work. What would
happen then to the families of the journeymen
who were displaced?

very

A lot has been said about mechanics who
come from overseas and enter into competi-
tion with men alreadv empleyed here. In
some trades in Great Britain conditions are
vastly different from what they are here.
It is true there is no difference between the
hardness and softness of the iron, but there
is a difference between the hardness and the
softness of the timbers that have to be worked
in the two countries.

A new-chum woodworking mechanic has
great difficulty in becoming accustomed to
the hardwoods of this country, whereas the
Australian woodworking mechanic, by reason
©of his experience with our haldwoods has the
advantage over the newcomer.

It is very d}fﬁoult for us to secure the very
best boys. We have established an Appren-
tlogshxp Committee that insists upon boys
passing an educational test before being
apprenticed; but it does not follow that thp
boy who can pass educational examinations
will make a good mechanic. That is one
direction in which I am up against the
Apprenticeship Committee. The practical
mechanic carries out his work with his hands,
and high scholastic attainments do not neces-
sarily suggest efficient mechanical knowledge.
I knew of a boy who could get no fulther
than the third class in our ordinary primary
schools, but he became one of the best

You have
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mechanies T ever saw.  The Apprenticeship

Committee—I am condemning it in this in-
stance--places an embargo upon certain boys
in insisting that they must pass an examina-
tion of a certain standard before they can be
apprenticed. The committee should bear in
mind that there are boys who are born
mechanics, with no ability to pass educational
examinations, but wha, if they were asked to
pass any test applying to their own calling,
would possibly outshine those boys who were
Capablq of passing examinations as high as
the University standard.

WEIR (1[{11:,?)0701///11) I do not wish
to ewtor into a comparison between the good
mechanic and the inferior mechanic; but
from the educational standpoint I wish te
add my quota to this debate. In the main, I
agree with the remarks by the hon. member
for Rosewcod, but I say definitaly that the
Cucensland mechaznic of whom he spoke would
be a still better mechanic if cducated. Edu-
cation is a matter that is not very heavy to
carry.

Mr. WL

arc not all like you.
with a certain

Coorer: They
been  endowed
amount of intelligence.

3r. WEIR: 1 think it would be unfair
to the clectors of Rosewood to say that their
icpresentative was not possessed of a certain
amcunt of intelligence. The cducatlonm
standard will always have my support in this
Ch'xrnber whether it be from the point of
view of appu\ntxcwhxp or anything else. Let
me build up a (a%c in relation to the educated
mechanie, I hope to sce the day at no very
great distance when the Apprentl(’c:hlp Com-
mittee will not apprentice a boy in his trade
until he is equipped educationally, I say
that in fairness to the trade. I think it would
be better for the trade, for the State, for the
Commonwealth, and for the boy. If we pro-
vide that a boy must attain the standard of
the fifth class in the ordinary school, we are
not insisting on a very high standard of
intelligence,

We have hundreds of cases in Queensland
where boys pass the scholarship examination
before reaching the age of twelve years. If
that is a fact, it seems obvious that we are
not setting a very high standard when we
preseribe that a boy shall be equipped with
a fifth-class education before becoming
apprenticed. 1 hope to see the day when
that will be improved on, for the further
we can advance cur youth "educationally the
better we shall advance.

Coming back to the old argument that a
good mechanic in the early days was not so
successful as now, ev hon. member knows
excellent mechanics, as the hon. member for
Kennedy said, in every branch, but how
much hetter would those men be if they had
the advantakes of education that the present-
day vouth has? I presume that those men,
excellent as they were. might be better men,
and more ]ughly skilled men, if they had
the opportunity of education ‘that we have
to-day. It was all right in the days when
education was difficult ot access, but there is
not much excuse in the enlightened com-
munity of Queensland for a bov not starting
a trade unless he has had at least a fifth-class
standard education. I have watched boys
attending the technical college in my own
centre domg cxcellent work. I commend the
Apprenticeship Group for the cxcellent work
it does, but there is just a tendency—and
I strike a note of warning here—of some

Mr. Wer.]
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men on those groups—not in my centre so
much but in Brisbane particularly—who have
a tendency to jealousy—a jealousy that is
built up mainly on the fact that they them-
selves did not have the opportunity that
boys to-day have, and are apt to place hurdles
in the way of a boy getting into the trade he
prefers. That should not be so. If the boy
has the mental equipment for the trade, and
he has a natural bent for that trade, then
he should be allowed to follow the lines of
that bent. If there is no weakness in that
regard, the committee should be extremely
careful before placing any stopper in the
way of that boy following the trade he
desires. I commend them for their good
worlk, and, as the years go by, I look forward
to a higher standard of intelligence being
forced on them to the benefit of the boy
and the State.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. AL Gledson
Ipswich): In reply to the question raised
by the hon. member for Toowong, I desire
to say, as I pointed out to the hon. member
for Enoggera, that the p.acing of boys or

girls, as the case may be, in particular indus- .

fries, is a matter that plaCﬂCaH“ lies with
the emplovor the lad, and his parents. If
the boy has a bent for a particular trade or

calling, and the parent can secure an
employer in that trade to employ him, the
boy registers and becomes an apprentice.

It is then that the work of the committee
commences. It sees that he is properly
indentured, which was not the case 1n olden
days.

Mr. MAXWELL:
good many cases,

IIe was indentured in a

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: In somc cases he was not.

I have had indentures before me during the
past fcw weeks which showed that the inden-
tures were not properly completed, and the
conditions were such as to ,)hce the boy

at the complete merey of the employer. who
could do anything he liked with him. The
question has been rzised again that the

Apprenticeship Committee can do something
more than it is doing to place boys in a trade.
The committee can do ncthing except with the
co-operation of the emplovers, and it ill
becomes the hon. member for Toowong to
make complaints on that scorc. Hverybody
knows that, when he was a member of the
cmploying (]ae:, he practically did not have
an apprentice.

Mr. MAXWELL: You are wrong.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : You told us that yourself.

Mr. MaxweiL: I did not.

The SECRETARY TFOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : When the hon. member ceased
to be an employer, he did not have a boy
working for him. We know that the hon.
member did not employ the number of
apprentices that he might have employed
in his own business, yet he talks about what
other people should ‘do.

Mr. Maxwewn: I had quite
apprentices.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : The members of the Appren-
ticeship Committees, which are representa-
tive of the varicus industrics. are drawn
from the employers and from the employees.
They have no personal interest in the matter

Hr, Weir,

sufficient
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except a love of country and a keen desire
to see that everything posmble is done for the
apprentices. Mr. Forster is an enthusiast
in apprenticeship matters, and gives a help-
ing hand to boys in all trades. I can only
commend those gentlemen for the excellent

work they are doing in apprenticeship
matters.
Mr. MooRe: Why are you stonewalling

your own Kstimates?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I do not know why the Leader
of the Opposition should talk about stone-
walling when we are dealing with what,
after all, 1s the life-blood of our State.
We are deahng with the trammg of our boys
and girls, and the Opposition “gig” and
ngn at such a matter, which is very bad
taste on their part, Is it that hon. members
opposite have not the interests of the boys
and girls at heart, or is it that we on this
side are left to see that the boys and girls
get a ‘square’’ deal?

Mr. MAXWELL:

They are not getting a
“ square ” deal; 3

we have to advocate it.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : When hon., members opposite
sat on the Treasury benches they did abso-
tutely nothing to protect the interests of the
boys and "1115 of this State so far as pro-
viding tfralning for them was concerned,

Mr. Maxwrurr: We gave them employment.

The SECRRTARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : They did nothing to equip
them te bocome the tradesmen of the future,
as is being done at the present time.

The hon. member for Rosewood raised the
question of the educational standard for boys
entering uwpon an apprenticeship. It may
lock very nice on the face of it to say that
a lad can become a good mechanic although
he is not educated; but I agree with the
hon. member for \/Iar)*borouvh that a lad
who is educated becomes a better tradesman
and a better citizen of the State by reason of
that fact. We have bad lads, such as the
hon. member for Enoggera referred to, whe

“have reached the third and fourth year of

their arrpronticeship but who had not passed
their first year’s examination because they
did not have the opportunity to do so when
they entered upon their apprenticeship, with
the result that they found it difficult to
absorb the technical instruction given to
them whilst attending the technical college.
The technical colleges have set out to train
apprentices along lines that will enable them
to become better tradesmen than the trades-
men of the past. That is very necessary,
because at the present time a tradesman
must be able to read plans and drawings so
that he may know exactly what work he is
called upon to perform.

If a lad is unable to prepare or read a
plan, how can he build anything? He must
have a technical education to enable him
to bocome a thoroughly qualified tradesman.
A boy who las been educated up to the
fifth-class standard is able to take up an
apprenticeship in any trade. If he is not
up to the fifth-class standard. he will be
handicapped as compared with the other
boys in the anprenticeship eclass. The
Applel’ltl(‘()bhlp Cominittee sets examinations
for practical work, and devotes its time, not
only during the year, but at the annual
examination, to the practical side of the
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worlk: and it would do members of the Oppo-
sition good if they weve to go to the tech-
nical eollejges and view the work done by the

hoys and givls in those colleges. They
would then understand something of the

work done by the Apprenticeship Committee
ard by the teachers in the colleges during
the year. In Ipswich at 3 o’clock to-morrov
afternocn  there will be an exhibition of
the work of the students in the Ipswich tech-
nical college. 1If hon. members care fo
attend that exhibition, they will sce the
vork done by the girls and boys in that
district.

1 do not know that there is very much more
1 can say in connection with this matter, but
I do want fo say a word with reference to the
work of the Electrical Workers” Board, which
nas not been touched on during this debate
‘That board, since its establishment, has endea-
voured to set up such a standard and such
an edumt“oq fer the bovs, wno take up elec-
trical w01 as to make electricity safe for the
people of Quecnbland Although nothing has
been said on this occasion in regard to the
board, on previous occasmm it has been
stated that this board is unwieldy. The last
amending Act provided that there should be
nipe e mbms on that board. 'That board is
lovking after the interests of apprentices to
the elu(u(-al trades ir Queensland, and there
arc quite a number in every part of the
Siate. As the hon. member for Knoggera
said, there have been quite a number ot
applicants for positions during the year,
and 90 per cent, of those applicants apply for
indentures in the electrical trades, Nearly
every boy at the present time wants to_be
an elecirician. and, if he cannot be an elec
trician, the next thmg he desires to be is a
motor mechanic.

Vores Passed TN¥DER OPERATION OF STANDING
OrDER No. 307 AND SgsSSIONAL ORDERS.

At 3.30 p.m., under the provisions of
Standing Order No. 307 and Sessional
Orders of 26th July and 27th September last,
the questions for the following votes wera
put by the Chairman, and agrecd to:—

s. d.
Department of Labour and
Industry (Apprenticeship
Committees and Electri-
cal Workers’” Board) 3,085 0 0O
Department of Labour and
Industry  (Balance of
Vote) . . 45,687 ¢ 0
Department of Mines 68,955 0 0
Department of Railways ... 6,316,069 0 0
Trust and Special Funds
Wstimates 5,368.238 0 0
Loan Fund Account Dstlmates 4,243,668 0 0

Supplementary Estimates,
1927-28—
Revenue
Truat
Funds
Vote of Credit, on Account
1929-30

The House resumed.

416,730 15 7
129,672 15 10

and ”Speci'a',l

3,500,000 0 ©

The CuARMAN reported that the Committee

had come to certain resolutions.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

SEVENTEENTH ALLOTTED Davy.
RECEPTION OF RESOLUTIONS.
The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory) presented the reso-
lutions reported from Committee of Supply.

[24 OcToBER.]
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

(TTon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I beg
to move—

“ That the resolutions be now re-
ceived.”

Question pat and passed.

ADOPIION OF RESOLUTIONS.
The resolutinns being taken as read,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith Maclay): 1 beg
to move—

*“ That the resolutions be now agreed
to.”
And hon. members indicating a desire to

Aiscuss resolutions 26, 4o, 55, 71, 81, 82, 83, 84,
and 85,

Resolutions 1 to 25, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 26— Department of Public
Works—Services, Public Buildings’—

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): 1 desire to
draw attention to a discussion which fook
place earlier this session in connection with
the estimated cost of public buildings. 1 do
not say that the Secretary for Public Works,
when giving information to which I shall
refer, was aware of the actual condition of
affairs. I raised the question of the differ-
ence between the estimate given for the
building of the addition to the Treasury
block and the actual cost.

The hon. gentleman told the House on that
occasion that the reason for the extra expen-
diture was because of a tower that had
been provided for. I have inspected the
plan submitted in 1923, and no tower was
provided on that plan. I should like the
hon, gentleman to look at that plan for
himself. That plan is the plan of the addi-
tion to the Treasury Building as it stands
to-day. The cstimated cost was £230,000.
T objected then, and I object now, to infor-
mation being supplied to this House, when
the actual difference in the figure 1s over
£100,000. I am perfectly justified in draw-
ing attention to this matter, and I do so
for the purpose of giving the Secretary for
Public Works an opportunity of going into
the whole matter for himself. I went to the
department and asked for the plans. I saw
the plans, on which no tower is provided for;
therefore, the reply of the Minister has no
relation whatever to that plan.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane): I am rather
surprised at the statement made by the hon.
member for Toowong, Evidently he has been
supplied by the officers of the department
with very different information from that
supplied to me when dealing with the
matter.

Mr. MaxweLL: The officers did not supply
me with any information. I saw the plans.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The information that I gave the hon. gentle-
man was supplied to me by the officers of the
department. I shall certainly have an inves-
tigation made to see whether the statement
made by the hon. member for Toowong is
true or otherwise, and, if it is true, then
someone will get a rap across the knuckles.

Mr. MaxwerL: I would remind the hon.
gentleman that the officers did not give mn
any information.

Hon. M. J. Kirwan.]
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Ther must have shown you that plan.

Mr. MaxwernL: I asked for it. I had a
right to sce it.

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULIURE: You had
not.

Resolution 26 (Department of Public Works
—Mervices, Public Buildings) agresd to.

Resolutions 27 to 45, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 46— Home Scerctary's Dep.rt-
weent—Chicf Office.”

Mre. KERR (#nrnoggera): 'The Limbless
Sailors and Soldiers’ Asscciation has written
to the department requesting that a deputa-
tion be reccived; and, from what 1 can
learn, the deputation has not been refused,
but has been more or less postponed. I
understand that the assoclation desires to
submit a request for further liconsed stalls
to be controlled by these limbless returned
soldiers.  ‘There is such a stall established
at the General Post Office under the auspices
of the Limbless Sailors and Soldiers’ Asso-
ciation, where tobacco, papers, and other
sundrics can be obtained. That stall enables
iwo men who lost limbs in the war to secure
a living.

I want to commend an extension of this
principle of the granting of leenses for
similar stalls. 1 have it in my favour that
there zeems to be no difficulsr at all in
Brisbane in securing licenses for such stalls
as fruit stalls.

The SE RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You try
and get one.

Mr. KERR: I will give the hon. gentle-
man my assurance that I do not desire to
get one. 1f the Government extend the prin-
ciple of granting similar licenses for stalls
i many of the streets of Brisbane, they
will not be acting detrimentally to anvbody.
Representations have born made to the Home
Secretary and the Premier, and to these 1
ask that the greatest sympathy be shown.
No one would cavil at any concession being
granted to these men, even if they competed
with them in business. hey deserve every
consideration thai can be shown them. The
stall established at the Post Office is very
well conducted. It is not an eyesore, and is
very convenient. ‘There are many places in
and around Brisbanc where similar stalls
could be established on behalf of members of
the Limbless Sailors and Soldiers’ Associa-
tion. They are a very fine body of men, and
have associated together to look after their
mutual interests. If the stalls are run under
the auspices of the association, they will give
guarantees of good faith. The Governimnent
will have nothing to lose by authorising
licenses to be issued in respeet of & number,
There are some twenty limbless men in the
city wno are unsble to sccure work. Their
pensions are insufficient, and, if they can be
placed in such stalls, something will be done
for their good. I do not wish to raise this
as a political issuc, or to attempt to take it
cut of the hands of the Government, to whom
I commend the suggestion.

Resolution 46 (Home Secretary’'s Depart-
ment—Chief Office) agreed to.

Resolutions 47 to 54, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 55— Home Sccretary’s Depart-
moent—Police”—
. Mr, SIZER (Sandgate): My reason in call-
ing for this resolution emanates from the

[Hon, M. J. Kirwan.
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papers laid on the table of the House a little
while ago in connection with a matter which
I raised on that occasion. A close examina.
tion of these papers reveals a most extra-
crdinary position. 1 am not coreerned about
anything which took place between one
person and another person; but there are
aspeets of these police reports which are
certainly most alarming and nend to be
brought under the notice of this tlouse.

The main question to which I wish to
address myself is that portion of the police
reports in eonnection with the alleged mal-
practices in  connection with certain  pre-
sclection ballots, wherein 1t is stated that,
after considerable investigation. they have
come to a dead-end because certain informa-
tion will not be handed over to them. It is
from that angle that I wish to discuss the
matter.

Let me first quietly analyse what those
papers showed. In the first place, evidently
the Government were of opinion after the
statement I made that there was some ground
for inquiry. because they acted most
promptly, According to the papers laid on
the table, investigations were made at 2
o'clock that morning with a view to present-
ing an urgent report to the Minister the
following morning.  That shows that the
promptest attention was given immediately
the casze was brought under the notice of the
Government. It is true that there is a
certain amount of confusion in the state-
ments, but evidence was given which estab-
lished the fact that the bona-fide members
of organisations who signed the affidavits
and gave the evidence stood up to them and
Lelieved them to be true. When the police
investigated the report from the returning
officer, they made one significant statement,
that there were certain 1rregularities which
confirmed the basis of two charges which T
laid—one as to the number of union tickets
that were used, and the other as to the men
concerncd—showing conclusively that up to
that stage a fair amount of suspicion had
been created that there was something in the
charges made in my statement. Up to that
point all is well. But there is this significant
fact: Bear in mind that the main charge
was that a criminal offence had taken place
on the part of some pcople in so far as
forgery had been perpetrated. The last link
in the chain of the evidence was that the list
which would have proved that these men
committed the offence complained of should
be handed over. It is there the police broke
down. and this is a matter of vital imporu-
ance to this Parliament and to this country.

There are one or two things which the
police did not do which. are worthy of notice:
Amongst the papers and included in the
original affidavits were statements to the
offect that certain men had been seen in a
motor car belonging to a member of the
Police Department. A subsequent report
by the police discloses that the men were not
exactly of the desirable character of men wha
should be associated with a detective in his
motor car. It is most extraordinary that nc
statement was attached to these papers fronw
the detective concerned, although that is most
vital both to him and to the integrity of the
police force generally. The question is also
most important, because the man who is
most concerned—the head of the gang—a man
named Funnell—had been seen in the pre-
cinets of Parliament House, and yet no
report had been received from him.
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The Secrerary ror Mines: Why use the
word ““ gang 7 ?

Mr. SIZER: I use the word ‘gang,”
which was also used by the hon. member for
Tthaca, 1t is most extraordinary that no
statement was received from that man.

The SECRETARY FOR MixEs: ¥le is a member
of my organisation.

OpposiTIoN MEeMmBERS: Oh'!

Mr. SIZER: When you examine the carcer
of that gentleman, he scems to be under a
special license from the Government. Ile is
able to get concessions in one way or another
in a most extraordinary manner. During the
previous debate the hon. mewber for Ithaca
said that these men were boosting themselves
with the hope of getting certain things. I
maintain that they got those certain things.
First of all, they got an excoptional advan-
tage from the Government so far as that
Hdward-street stall is concerned.

The SPEAKER: Ovder! I ask the hon.
member to connect his remarks with the vote
under discussion.

Mr. SIZER : I am showing the things that
the police have not done; I am making that
point. That man has had a valuable conces-
sion. given him at a mere bagatelle rental,
which was obtained, not thrcugh the usual
channels, and not through the department
which usually controls these things.

I think the papers relating to that would be
most interesting, and should be tabled. He
also secms to have received certain immunity
in connection with a casc tried by a judge
of the Supreme Court. The power of this
gentleman seems extraordinary. When this
casc was brought under review by the Labour
organisations  through the Government,
although the judge conferred a sentence of
five vears, the man concerned was released
within eighteen months of his conviction. The
judge commented on the fact that the con-
victed man was In association with the gentle-
man at the head of this gang, and, in view of
the immunity which he seems to have, we are
entitled to demand why this power has been
given to this gentleman. The gentleman
concerned in this matter was actually seen
operating in the case which I mentioned.
He played a very important part in connec-
tion with a previous pre-election plebiscite,
and this is corroborated by the hon. member
for Ithaca. Surely there is a distinct connec-
tion between that gentleman and the Govern-
ment in one way or another through their
organisation! He seems to be “the power
behind the throne.” When this trouble cornes
he is not even interrogated as to his action!

Mr. Hartiry: What right have the police
to interrogate him?

Mr. SIZER: They had every right, con-
sidering that the Government sent out for
information at 2 o’clock in the morning.
The first man the police should have gone to
was the head of the concern, but apparently
the last man they are going to is the head of
- the concern. Why was Mr. Morrison, whose
signature was actually seen to be forged, not
interviewed ? Why has Mr. Willcocks not been
interviewed 7 Mr. Willeocks savs he went to
the ballot-box just before it closed, and was
told that he had voted, and he denied it. He
was shown what purported to be his own
signature, and, after he had written his own
signature, they showed him the comparison,
and he was given a vote, proving conclusively
that impersonation had taken place. For-
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gery could have been proved if the voting
lists had been handed over to the police.
These things are most important. It is
extraordinary why the police did not investi-
gate that portion of the charge.

Now wo¢ come to the other stage—and I
think this is the most serious point. They
proceed to make inquirics from the official
head of the Queecnsland Central Executive,
which happens to be the organisation control-

ling the Government.

The PrEMIER: Why say that somebedy is
controlling the Government?

Mr. SIZER: I intend to develop my case
that the secretary of the Queensland Central
Exccutive was asked for the lists which would
have proved that forgery had been com-
mitted or otherwise, and in regard to which
the police had good grounds for suspicion.
When asked for the lists the sceretary of the
Queensland  Central Exccutive refused to
hand them over to the police, and the police
state that the secretary cven refused to allow
them to look at them or to admit that he
had them in his possession., He said, “If
I am subpeenaed by the court, I will produce
the lists if I have got them.”

Mr., Harrrey: That is the right attitude
to adopt. He knows that he iz a British
citizen.

Mr, SIZER: “If I have got them” are
vers important words, What 1s the inference
to be drawn from them? The inference is
that they would not be there if they were
wanted.,  The further inference which can

be put on it is this: One of the

{4 p.m.] grounds on which the Queensiand

Central Executive refuses to hand
them over is that it intends to conduct the
inquiry itself. How can it conduct an inquiry
without those lists? Either the ingairy by
the Queensland Central Executive will be &
shamn without those lists, or for some reason
it is trying to evade the position by professing
to doubt whether there are any lists at all
That is a most serious question, particularly
in view of the fact that the secretary states
that, after the Queensland Central Executive
has considered the question, and if 1t
thinks there have been irregularities of a
criminal nature, it will then consider the
question of handing them over to the police.
What right has the Quecensland Central Exe
cutive to consider the compounding of a
criminal offerce? It has no right to consider
it: it should assist in the administration of
justice without demur. That body is another
power behind the throne, apparently attempt-
ing to place itself above the law.

The Premier: I don’t think rou know any-
thing about it except what Talty has told you.

Mr. SIZER: I have not seen Mr. Talty
for over a week. The secretary of the
Queensland Central Executive says that he
will not hand over those lists until he 1is
instructed by his executive to do so, That
is a most important matter.

A GovernMeNT MeuBer: What right have
the police to adopt that attitude?

Mr. BIZER: They have every right.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, SIZER: The police have the right,
otherwise the Government would not have
placed the matter in their hands at 2 o’clock
in the morning. Having gone that far, and
the police being satisfied that there is evi-
dence of a bona-fide case, they are unable

Mr., Sizer.]
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to.get the last picce of evidence. The police
then have to apply for a search warrant.
Let me give & case In point. Assuming that
a man on a wharf is suspected of doing some-
thing and a report is made to the police,
the police have information that there is
sufficient evidence to get a search warrant,
and they immediately get a search warrant
and get possession of the evidence which is
necessary to prove their case. Why has that
not been done in this case?

The HomE SrcreTarY: No information has
been laid in this case.

Mr, SIZER: I anticipated that the hon.
gentleman would say that the reason that was
not done was because no information had been
laid. I have looked up the sections of the
Criminal Code dealing with the question of
scarch warrants. It is laid down that, if the
police are satisfied that they have reasonable
grounds to suspeet that there are certain
‘Jocuments which can supply the necessary
evidence to prove a fraud, they can apply for
a scarch warrant, There 1s sufficient evidence
in this case. They can apply for a search
warrant if they want to, but they have not
done so, snd why is that? I ask the hon.
gentleman to say why !

The Homu Scrurary : Does not Talty think
there is sullicient evidence? -

Mr. SIZER: I am not concerned about
him. I am seriously concerned on this point
—that apparently for some reason best known
to some people there is a studied attempt
to smother this thing up. The secretary of
the Queensiand Central Fxecutive is refusing
to give information. One man—a scrutineer
—refuses to give information. Ie says that
he will not identify anybodv—not that he
could not—showing a studied policy of
“hush ”; and why? Because there is more
in this than meets the eye on the surface.

A GovernMENT Memper: What do
say is the trouble?

Mr. SIZER: I say that forgery has been
going on behind the organisation, and that
the Government are reluctant to bring these
people to justice, That is my case.

The PreMIER : You are not concerned about
our organisation. Did you not go to the
police about your own organisation?

Mr. SIZER: That is not true, and, if
the hon. gentleman will allow me to make
a statement, I will do so. He knows that
I am under a certain obligation to the
Minister. His suggestion is incorrect.

The PrEmIER: Did you not tell the police
about your own plebiscite?

Mr. SIZER: I want to say, once and for
all, that I have never been in any plebiscitie.
The statement upon which the hon. gentle-
man bases his question is of such a nature—
I have seen it—that I can say that the facts
are so distorted that, althcugh it comes from
a very high official, if I were a Minister
of the Crown I would not—I could not—
accept any report over the signature of that
gentleman, because the facts as I know them
are quite different. It is a statement only
made after three years—just out of his own
mind—and no reliance should be placed on
.

The PremIErR: The point is: Was not the
attitude of the police there the same as
here—that they would not interfere?

[Mr. Sizer,
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Myr. SIZER: They were not asked to inter-
fere. That suggestion is quite wrong. Noth-
ing in the nature of allegations was made.

The Premier: There was no dnterference.

~ Mr, BIZER: There is no question of
}nterfercnce, They were never asked to
interfere. The point I want to make most

strongly is that the secretary of the Qucens-
land Central Executive says that he cannot
hand over these lists., which it is claimed
contain incriminating ecvidence, because his
executive will not allow him to do so, or
until they instruct him to do so. Who are
the executive? According to the ¢ Daily
Standard 7 they are—Jim Riordan, Lewis
2eDonald, ¢ Billy ” Demaine, Hon. W. For-
gan Smith, Hon. W. McCormack, Hon. Dave
Gledson, Joe Collings, Hon. John Mullan,
George Pollock, Darby Riordan, — Bryan,
J. Dash, M. P. Hynes, and others—twenty-
two altogether. Surely the Premier can sce
the gravity of the position! It scems to me
that, when the Government, as a Govern-
ment, sct the police on the trail, and the
trail becomes hot, and the Government and
the Queensiand Central Exccutive refuse to
hand over the evidence—that seems to be the
gravamen of the charge—they should not let
the matter rest there, More or less, it is
compounding a crime, or they are becoming
accessories after the fact, which I say is a
most extracrdinary position.
The PrEMIER: Before the fact.

Mr. SIZER: After the fact. It has been
brought to your notice.

The PrEmiEr: Before the fact.
i= not proved.

Mr. S8IZER: It is an cxtraordinary” posi-
tion, and shakes the very foundations of
our government. Let me refer to the power
of this Queensland Central Executive—and
I am relying on the ‘ Daily Standard,”
which, when speaking on the question of a
railway strike, made this significant remark—

“ The attempt to have a special meet-
ing of the Queensland Central Executive
was frustrated by a majority of a com-
mittee of eight, which, it appears, has
the -right to reject, if it thinks fit, any
request that the executive should meet.
Most workers have thus learned for the
first time of the existence of such an
inner junta.”

Is it a fair thing to ask whether this inner
junta, of which the ¢ Standard *’ speaks, met
and refused to call the executive together to
allow the lists to be handed over? That is
very much to the point. That is where I
say the gravamen of the charge is.

The gravamen of the charge is that the
Queensland Central Executive is the Govern-
ment—not  constitutionally, but actually.
That body is the ruling power with the
Government. It hags refused to hand over the
lists, which are the evidence for which the
police are secking; and in its refusal it is
guilty of the betrayal of a great trust and
is undermining the administration of justice
of this State. I say that frankly, because it
i5 of vital importance.

I would stress the action that was taken in
the House of Commons when a charge was
made against the police force on a recent
occasion, when, without any demur, the
Home Secretary ordered a full inquiry in
the interests of the public, pointing out most
distinctly that it was vital in the interests
of the community that the stability and

The fact
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good name of the police should be safe-
guarded, and that the public should be
reassured on the question of the adminis-
tration of justice from the head of the
department. An inquiry took place. A
further inquiry is now being held. Surely
it must be apparent to every hon. member
of this House that an inquiry was held into
the administration of justice in England
on a somewhat similar issue! Surcly it is of
vital importance that an inquiry should be
held into this business! After all, who 1is
being sheltered? Why will the Queensland
Central Executive not hand over the
evidence? If there is nothing wrong, then
the whole thing would end with the produe-
tion of the lists and there would be nothing
more heard of it, Who is being sheltered?
Men who are not of the most desirable
character, whether they hold the political
views of one side or the other. 1t shows
this point, and this is the point that I stress:
At the very fountain-head of the Labour
organisation dealing with pre-election ballots,
where the most influence can be used and
where 1t can have some effect upon the con-
stitution of this House so far as it affects
the party opposite, we find the dominating
power coming from a most wundesirable
element. That evidence is brought before
the powers that be with the object of
securing a conviction for a breach of the
laws of this State, but no action is taken
by the Government, who really constitute
the Queensland Central Executive. This is
a crime of the gravest nature, and one that
cannot be allowed to rest. 1 was quite
prepared to overloock the other small issues
as of no concern: but this is an issue of
paramount importance, and I would be
lacking in my duty—as would anyone else—
who did not bring this matter before the
House,

Mz, Porrock: Actuated by a stern sense
of duty! (Laughter.)

Mr. SIZER: I am dealing with the matter
in a much fairer way than the Premier dealt
with a certain man named O’Brien. He
dragged the record of that man
through this House. I do not
raise those questions.

The Premier: I intend to speak on this
matter.

Mr. SIZER: I certainly hope you do.

The Premier: It will not be you with
whom 1 shall deal, but the Opposition.

Mr. SIZER: I care not what the hon.
gentleman intends to say. He will not be
able to prove any charges of forgery against
this side of the House.

The PrEMiER: I will prove bribery.

Mr, SIZER: That is a different crime——

The PreEMiER: Bribery! Bribery!

Mr. TayLor: Cut it out!

The Premier: Ask the hon. member for
Sandgate to cut it out.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SIZER: I have no dcsire to bring
in the other element. I have kept that out.
I am dealing with the matter on the highest
possible plane. Personal abuse will make
no difference to me in this case. FHon,
members cpposite can vilify me as they like;
I am not corncerned about that. I view the
matter as being of the gravest importance.
I have instanced a connecting link in this

1928—5¢
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case showing where men have received pre-
ferment from the Crown. The police have
repeatedly asked for the essential evidence,
but it has been withheld by the Queensland
Central Executive, which dominates certain
members of this House.

The Homr SecreTsRY: You are guilty of
tedious repetition.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Krrso: You don’t know what tedious-
repetition is,

The SPEARER: Order!

Mr. SIZER: It is no use getting away from.
the gravamen of the charge.

The Hownr Secrerary: You have not been
near it yet.

E
Mr. SIZER: According to the press of
Saturday last, a mecting of the Queensland
Central Executive was held within the pre-
cincts of this House.

The SPEAKER: Order! I have allowed
the hon member considerable latitude,

The PremiEr: You will have to allow ik
to us, too.

Mr. Kerr: What have you got to do with
it? You are not the Speaker.

The SPEAKER: Order! I have allowed
the hon. member for Sandgate considerable
latitude, because this charge involves me to
a certain extent; but I am not going to allow
the hon. member to proceed on the lines on
which he is now proceeding. He must keep
to the vote under discussion,

Mr. SIZER: I only want to make this
plain, and I shall be perfectly frank—that my
charge will be quite fairly made. The
Queensland Central Executive held a meeting
within the precinets of this House to deal
with matters concerning their organisation,
which proves very clearly that the Govern-
ment apparently control that body. If yow
rule me out of order, Mr. Speaker, I will
not proceed on those lines.

The SPEAKER: Similar meetings have
beer held within the precincts of the House
by members of the Opposition.

Mr, Morean: Not by the party organisa-
tion.

Mr, SIZER: I just wanted to make that
point, and 1 will not proceed on those lines
any further. There is not much need for me
to say a great deal more beyond this point
which I wish to make, and make strongly—
that we have a great tradition in our publie
life to live up to. It is very essential for the
very life of this Government and the people
that our public life generally should be clean.
When we have charges such as these made
which strike at the very foundation of our
public life, then it is time something was
done in the interests of the public. I would
ask the Premier certain questions. First of
all, why were the police started on the irail,
and then, when they began to get too hot,
why were they stopped ? Why are the police
compelled to report that they can get no fur-
ther with these investigations? 1Is it the
mtention of the head of the police to give
instructions for the confiscation or the secur-
ing of those lists in order that it can be
scen whether they sustain these charges? I
ask also that the fullest information should
be given and action be taken against those
people who seem to be getting preferment

Mr. Sizer.)
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from the Government, who seem so anxious
to shield them.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount Morgan): The hon. member has
accompanied his request for information with
so much talk that 1t is hard to know what
he waunts.

Mr, Kerr: It is time you did know what
he wants.

The HOME SECRETARY: I have heard
him repeat himself eighteen or twenty times :

* Why were the police’ put on the trail?” -

“Why did we stop them?” “ Why don’t
the police take certain action to obtain
certain documents?” If you cut out every-
thing else, apart from the attitude the hon.
meniber adopts in this case, we have only to
deal with those three questions. In the first
place, Mr. Talty and a number of his asso-
ciates, who are criminals and very unfavour-
ably known to the police——

My, W. Cooper: The hon, member for
Sandgate is associated with them.

The IIOME SECRETARY: He is their
mouthpiece here.

Mr. Kerr: You know that is not true.
The SPEAKER : Order!

The HOME SECRETARY: I can infer
what I like from the hon. member’s remarks,
I say that a certain statement which was
made regarding the plebiscite referred to was
based on the statements of a number of
“* crooks.”

Mr. Kerr: You said the hon.
for SBandgate was their mouthpiece.

Trhe HOME SECRETARY: I said he was
associated with them.

Mr. Kerr: He is not. You withdraw that.
The HOME SECRETARY : He is an asso-

ciate of an associate.

After the case was raised in this Chamber,
a man came to me and laid charges about
the hon. member for Sandgate that T would
not repeat here because I do not believe
they are true. I am in the same position
with the hon. member for Sandgate in regard
to _what has been said in my office as the
police are in regard to the charge made by
Mr. Talty. They do not believe, and have
proved that they do not believe, the state-
ments made by the associates of Mr. Talty.
What is the position? Mr. Talty could not
even wrust the hon., member, and did not
trust him, as I shall prove. On 2nd October
Mr. Talty made certain definite charges to
the Queensland Central Executive, the con-
trolling body that had conducted the plebis-
cite, asking, as he had a perfect right to ask,
that a full investigation should be made
into the charges he had levelled. Mr. Talty
waited one day, and on 3rd October he
repeated his charges, without producing the
documents, to the police force of Queensland,
whose secretary he is. Two or three days
afterwards, without even trusting the police,
he dug up the only member of Parliament
who would accept a brief of that description.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear !
The HOME SECRETARY: He gave him

sworn statements of convicted criminals
which he had not given to the police. Tt
was Mr. Talty who started the inquiry so
far as the police are concerned, and the
police, pursuing their ordinary methods in
obtaining evidence from well-known crimi-
nals, recognised that they had to take the

[Mr. Sizer.
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evidence of the honest scction of the com-
munity before any publicity was given to
the evidence of convicted criminals. They
considered that it would be wise to leave
Ryan and Billiagton’s examination until they
had checked their statements knowing their
characters and how worthless their word was.
They might then obtain from Ryan and
Billingtoa a statement of a truthful character.
Mr. Talty, by giving the hon. member his
case, destroyed the work of the police, and
they were compelled to act quickly and
obtain statements before the newspaper
reports reached these criminals. They had to
work quickly, and do it that night. That was
why they started that night to obtain it, be-
cause, if the newspapers came out next morn-
ing, both of the criminals would have been in
“ smoke ”” when the pclice went for them.
What did we obtain? We obtainad one
statement from Mr. Talty, and we obtained
one statement from a convicted criminal—
a recognised liar. remed Ryan.  Billingron
never gave a statement, The siatement was
made by Mr. Talty that a man named King,
in conjunction with other men whom he
describad_as political assassins, was engaged
for certain purposes. The police cualled at
King's house, but he was not home. He
came in next morning with a statement shov’v-
ing that he was engaged by the hon. mimber 3
client (Talty), and had been given £2 and
two bottles of beer to work for him in the

‘plebiscita.

Mr. Sizer: That does not worry me.
Mr. CarTER: You have no sense of shame.

The SPEAKER: Order!
The HOME SECRETARY: The police

themselves said they were up against a
brick wall. ¥irst they are told that Rya’n
made a statement. They know Ryan’s
character. They are told that Billington

will confirm certain information, and they
know Billington’s character. Billington will
not confirm the information. They are told
that King knows. King turns round and
frankly admits that he did certain things
and was paid by Mr. Talty for doing those
things.

T shall give you an idea of how Mr. Talty
works. Immediately the, debate arose in the
House the police knew that, if they were to
prove their case, they would have to work
quickly. In the interview with the police
Mr. Tany stated that, if they went over to
a certain address at Kangaroo Point and
interviewed Mr. Carberry, who was, the
presiding officer. they would get the infor-
mation required—the full lists and every-
thing else. Acting on the charge laid by
Mr. Talty, the police went over and waited
on Carberry. What was the result? Car-
berry refused to give them the documents.
These people went to a meeting, at which
Mr. Talty was present, and passed a vote of
censure on the police, which would be pre-
sented to me, because the police had gone
to his private residence to make these
inquiries. Mr.  Talty sat at that meeting
knowing that he himself had told the police
to go to Carberry’s house; and he allowed
that motion to be passed. After the House
rose Mr. Carberry met me, and I had to tell
him the truth about the matter—that Mr.
Talty was responsible for the police going
to his house. Yet Talty sat in that meeting
and allowed that motion to be carried.

To get down to the crux of the whale
position, the charge of the hon. member is
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that the police have not taken out a warrant
to raid the Queensland Central Executive
building and obtain_certain papers. The
police are a responsible body of men who
owe a duty to the public, and the fact that
they have not done that proves that they
are worthy of the confidence of the people
of Queensland. I will tell you why. They
are given a certain charge. I tell the hon.
member that charges have been levelled
against him as hon. member for Sandgate
in my office—charges which I would not
believe. If the police believed every idle
rumour that comes to them, they would be
searching every home in Brisbane. What
-do they do? If you lay a charge to the
police, they investigate that charge, and, if
the investigation shows there is a paiticle
of truth in it, they take out a warrant for
any documents or any evidence that may be
in the possession of anybody in the State;
but they must first be satisfied that the
.charge shows there is justification for their
action. 'There is no justification for any
action in this case. The only sworn state-
ment of any value was from a man named
Ryan. Immediately the police saw him he
gave an absolutely different statement from
‘the one given by the hon. member for Sand-
gate. Billington gave a statement saying
that he had not voted. Billington’s word
must be accepted until it is disproved. One
or two other people gave evidence or state-
ments that had no bearing on the case.
What I want to tell the House is this—
that the police found they were up against
a dead wall. They could proceed no further,
and they were not going to use the machirery
of this State to demand certain documents
on the flimsy evidence they had. They went
to Mr. Talty, who had laid the information,
and they pointed out to Mr. Talty that they
could not proceed with the case unless they
had possession of those documents. Mr.
Talty, as an ex-policeman, knew that he had
the power to obtain those documents at anv
moment. If you believe Mr. Carberry’s
statement, the documents were there for the
perusal of any one of the four candidates,
and Mr. Talty had_a perfect right to peruse
those documents. He had a further right—
a right he never exercised, although he was
requested to do so by the police; he had a
right to go before the court, secure a war-
rvant, and the Queensland Central Executive
would have had to give up those documents.
But he would have to take the responsibility
of his action. He does not want to do that.
[4.30 p.m.]

An_ OpposITION MEMBER :
that in most cases,

The HOME SECRETARY : The police do
not do it in most cases. The police investi-
gate a case, and, if the evidence is sufficient
to justify them, they do it. The police say
that in this case there is no evidence as far
as their inquiries have gone. They then say
to Mr. Talty, “Do your duty. Release
those documents, and, if they bear out the
statements you make, we will do our duty
afterwards up to this point.”

Mr. Sizer: Read Mr. Carberry’s state-
ment on the question of those lists.

The HOME SECRETARY: Mr. Car-
berry’s statement merely means that dupli-
cation took place, as it takes place in every
one of our electorates. I get a duplication
list from the returning officer, and so docs
the hon. member; but it is not eriminal,

The police do

[24 OcTomBER.]

Supply. 1555

Duplication can take place in every olex
torate.

Mr. Sizer: Carberry proved that there
was double voting,

The HOME SECRETARY : I will give an
instunce of double voting which took placs
i my electorate. A man named Alexander
McKelvie voted at a place called Red Hill.
He took the first name on the roll, which
was that of his father, and one of them
was credited with having voted twice. After
the poll the rcturning officer wrote to me,
and said that duplication had taken rlace
in connection with Alesander McKelvie.
There was no double voting however; there
was one Alexander McKelvie who had not
voted at all. What I want to say is this:
The hon. member states definitely that the
police have not made every effort in the
direction of elucidating the charges made by
Mr. Talty. In reply I say that Mr. Tatty
first made the charge. The Queensland
Central Executive owe a duty to Mr, Talty,
as it is making investigations. It is perfectiy
justified in refusing anyone to enter into
these investigations, because the same Mr.
Talty would charge it with having handed
over documents which are essential to prove
his case when he comes before the Queens-
land Central Executive again. Not content
with that, he hands the case to the police.
Not waiting to give the police an opportumty
to deal with the matter, although he is the
secretary of their union and an ex-policeman
himself, he goes to the hon. member for
Sandgate, and for the first time in the
history of the case gives a signed sworn
statement from a criminal with a bad career.
Immediately the police come along, he falls
down on the job, and gives them a directly
opposite statement. Everywhere they weat
they were met with a contradiction of the
facts set out by Talty. Then Talty asks
the hon. member to come here and allege
that the police did not exercise the power
they had—that is to rig up a warrant in
this matter on the flimsy evidence they have
in their possession.

Mryr. Sizer: I have not seen Mr. Talty
since they passed the vote of confidence in
him.

The HOME SECRETARY : I believe tho
hon. member, but thousands would not. The
hon. member believes the police are a terrible
set of fellows. He is not really as honest as
Talty, because he never waited for a
plebiscite. He is perfectly right in saying
that he never fought a plebiscite—he never
waited for the plebiscite. He went to the
police before nominations were called. I can
only give the letter harnded to me by the
police. The letter which deals with his visit
to the police, is dated 16th October, 1928.

Mr. Sizer: That is two days after the
report was made.

The HOME SECRETARY: The letter

reads—

“ RE MR. SiZER AND SANDGATE NATIONALIST
Presiscrte, 1926.

“ 8ir,—I have the honour to report
that some months previous to the election
of the current Parliament for Queensland
Mr. Sizer, the then sitting member for
the Sandgate electorate, called upor me
at the C. I. Branch, where I at the time
was second in charge, and complained
that he suspected the existence of some
intrigue amongst his supposed supporters

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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in connection with the plebiscite for

selection of a Nationalist candidate for

Sandgate, the object of such intrigue

being to ‘dump’ him by ‘framing’ an

irregularity in the selection ballot.”
(Government laughter.)

- My, Sizer: Every member of our party
knows that that is not irue. The officer who
made that report is not stating the facts.

The HOME SECRETARY:
¢ Mr. Sizer produced some anonymous
letters which had been written to certain
members of his committee.”
Mr. S1zEr: I can produce the letter.

The HOME SECRETARY :

“ He suspected the letters, which cast
aspersions on his character, to be the pro-
duction of some of his ‘supporters’ ’——

Funny supporters! (Laughter.)—
“ and asked that secret inquiries be made
so that he could expose their tactics at
the next meeting. He declined, however,
to hand over the letters.

‘“ After going into the matter, and
consulting Sub-inspector Head, then in
charge of the C.I. Branch, I informed Mr.
Sizer that there was nothing in his com-
plaint to call for police action, but, if
he insisted that inquiries be made, I
requested him to reduce his complaint
to writing and attach the anonymous
letters and that, if he did that, the
matter would be gone into. He, how-
ever did not act on this suggestion, and 1
heard nothing further from him regarding
his complaint.

*“I have the honour to be,

“ Bir,
“Your obedient servant,
“W. H. Liep, Sub-Inspector.”
Mr. Sizer: I only want to say that it is a
rure fake.

The HOME SECRETARY : Mr. Talty is
in the same position that the hon. member
for Sandgate was in. Had the hon. member
given these letters and made a definite com-
plaint in writing against his alleged sup-
porters who wanted to * dump” him—
(Government laughter)—the police would
have investigated the matter. I say to Talty
that, if he will take out a warrant and put
his name to it to-morrow and take the respon-
sibility, then further inquiries will be made
by the police into the alleged malpractices
anu we will get finality; but the police force
of Queensland are not going to be used by
Talty, the hon, member for Sandgate, or
others to do something they are not prepared
to stand behind themselves.

GoverxMENT MeuBERs: Hear, hear!

Mr. Sizer: I only want to say that the Lipp
report is a fake.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): The Government
tactics are such that two days after a certain
matter is mentioned in this Chamber they
go to the trouble, as the hon. member for
Sandgate has said, of faking a report for
the purpose of defeating a charge brought
against themselves. There seems to be no
question at all that, so soon as this matter
of plebiscite was raised, the Government
went 1o some pains to dig up what they call
“ muck” in regard to the hon, member who
rightly brought this matter up.

The Premicr: I knew it all before.

[Hon. J. Stopford.
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Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman can say
so. It seems extraordinary that the police
should lend themselves to such a fake as this.
I am absolutely astounded at them. The
Home Secretary has tried to raise an Aunt
Sally by saying that the- Opposition were
attacking the police.

Mr. C. J. Ryan: You are the Aunt Sally
of this House.

Mr. KERR: It is one the hon. member
can’t hit, anyhow. It is not a question at all
of attacking the police. It is all very fine
to try to turn the tables, as it were, like that
by saying that an attack has been made on:
what I call the finest body of men possibly
in that category in Australia, (Government
laughter.) This is our point—that the police
reported to the Commissioner that they had
reached a certain stage in their investigations
and they could go no further.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER:
would not let them.

Mr. KERR : It is not a question of whether
Talty would let them. It was a question of
whether the Government would let them.
That is why we say that this is a definite
charge to which the Government have to
replv. It is not a question of whether Talty
is going to supply this information; it is a
question of whether the Government are going
fo permit the police to complete the investi-
gation on which they have started.

I malke this charge deliberatelv—that the
Glovernment have not carried out their duty
by not permitting the police of Queensland
td carry their investigations to finality. It
is all vury well for the Home Secretary i
malke statements that are only half-truths.

The presiding officer, Mr. Carberry, re-
ported to the police that there were three
irregularities which required investigation.
e said-

“ Through a search of my official sheets
1 have been able to ascertain that Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union tickets Nos. 1176
and 1177 were used to vote at two booths;
also one Billington voted at two booths
on waterside worker’s medal 422.”

Whether Billington is a rogue or not has
nething to do with the matter. The return-
ing officer says that Rillington impersonated
some other person or persons. The police
visited Osborne, who made an affidavit
relating to the impersonation of Morrison.
Osborne stated that everything contained in
the affidavit was correct. 'The police say
that Osborae is a man of good character.
You will remember that this affidavit stated
that he actually saw Morrison’s_signature
forged iu the presence of Talty. He aciually
saw all the men—the Funnels, King, and
others—in a motor car with rolls spread out
before them. Osborne is a man of good
character. Attewell knows very well that
someone impersonated him. Ile was ques-
tioned on the matter, and he c<_)nﬁrmed it.
Throughout the piece the police secured
evidence to indicate that forgery did occur.
The question is whether we are satisfied or
not that forgery has occurred. The police,
by their investigation, proved up to the hilt
thas fcrgers had occurred, and forgery is a
crime ig this State. The police endeavoured
to carry the matter further, and reached
the point when they required the necessary
rolis, but the Queensland Central Excoutive
¢eclined to give them up. In_ordinary
circumstarces, if the police received informa-
tion that certain property had been stolen,

Because Talty
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tkey would proceed to a police magistrate
and swear an information that, to the best
of their belief, a certain crime had been
committed. The police magistrate would
then issue a search warrant. Action does
not emanate from the informant. Tt is on
the application of the police that a search
warrant is issued. What is to prevent the
police on this occasion asking a police magis-
trate to Issue a search warrant? The return-
ing officer has given sufficient proof that
certain matters require investigation. There
are statements by reliable witnesses that
forgery has occurred, Is it a fact that the
Government have nipped these inquiries in
the bud? Tt appears to be that they have
done so. The Premier is the acting chairman
wf the Queensland Central Exccutive.
The Premier: No.

. My, KERR: I accept the assurance of the
Tron. gentleman. IHowever, he is a member.

The Preater: A humble member.

Mr. XERR: A verr humble member! I
is the first time that the hon. gentleman
bas ever been humble. (Laughter.)) These
charges should be pursued, because the papers
hiave been laid on the table of this Fouse,
and, as the matter has become a matter for
this House, it is a matter for this House to
continue the investigations. Have the police
been stopped in their investigations of this
matter? The police have definitely reported
to the Government, through their Commis-
sioner, that they can go no further. 'The
Queensland Central Executive unquestionably
should be compelled to produce these papers,
because the evidence we have here is suffi-
cient to warrant such action. It is an injus-
tice to the police to prevent these papers
from being produced. It is an injustice to
the police, The police are not looking at
the question from the point of view that
they want to stop investigations.  Their
honour is at stake, and they unquestionably
want to continue the investigations. The
Premier and his colleagues, who constitute
a large section of the Queensland Central
‘Executive, must have some reason for stop-
ping further investigations from going on.
If forgery has been committed, as it has
been proved to have been committed in this
statement, the Government should clear their
honour and integrity in the matter, whether
the statement is right or wrong. It does
not rest with Talty for any information to
be laid. He has lodged a complaint which
has been proved right up to the hilt, and
why should not a search warrant be given
to the police to enable them to continue
their investigations? An election is pending,
and the cleaner we can have politics in
Queensland the better.

Mr. WEIR: Will vou start with the Toom-
bul plebiscite? (Opposition interjections.)

Mr. KERR: The Government are capable
of attempting to sidetrack cvery issue. The
issue here is clear and definite, and it is
no use the Government attempting to side-
track it. It is always good policy to accuse
the other man and to make the attack first.
The Government have been sidetracking this
issue ever since it has been raised. The
Home Secretary has a personal bias against
a gentleman connected with this matter.

Mr, Farrerr: Did you say *“ gentleman 7

Mr. KERR: This question involves a
bigger issue than one between the Home
Secretary and Talty. The politics of Queens-
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land have to be kept as clean as it is pos-
sible to keep them. (Government laughter.)
Once a matter comes before this House, it
is no longer the property of any individual,
and once it is the property of any Govern-
ment it becomes the property of the country.
This matter, therefore, has berome the pro-
perty of the country, and the Government,
although in other cases they did not investi-
gate them, should at least take this in hand
and give the police every possible assistance.
I hope something will be done in the matter.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns): The hon. member for Sandgate and
other speakers on the other side have seen
fit to draw the Government into the con-
troversy, and, as they then proceeded to
build up a casec against the honesty and
integrity of the Goverament, it might be as
well if I, as head of the Government, said a
few words.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: It is an extraordinary
thing to find members of a political party
acclaiming themselves to be so concerned with
respect to the integrity and honour of Parlia-
ment and raising this question about a
plebiscite who themselves weve so recently
associated with an attempt to bribe a member
of this Parliament.

Mr. TavLor: We never
with that.

Mr. Moraax: It is a deliberate lie.
sition interjection.)

The SPEAKFER : Order!

Mr. Tavror: I rise to a point of order.

The SPEAKER : Order!

The PREMIER: I am going to counect
up my remarks with this matter which has
been raised in discussion.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber for Murilla knows that it is unparlia-
mentary to say that the statement of another
hon. member is a deliberate lie. He must
withdraw.

Mr. MoraaN: I say it is a deliberate lie,
and no man knows that better than the
Premier.

The SPEAKYER : The hon. member knows
that the remark is unparliamentary

Mr, MoreaN: I know I shall have to with-
draw, but I do so very reluctantly.

were associated

(Orpo-

Mr. Tavror: I also rise to a point of order,
and ask that the Premier withdraw the state-
ment that we were associated with any
bribery,

OprosITION MEMBERS: MHear, hear!

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon mem
ber for Windsor must know that a wider
latitude is allowed in referring to a party
than in referring to an individual member
of the House.

Mr. Tavror: The Premisr knows that his
statement is untrue,

The PREMIER: Let me say at the out-
set that T am not going to include the hon.
member personally in any wrongdoing.

Mr. Epwarpg: Whom are you putting it
on?

The PREMIER: The hon. member for
Sandgate has questioned the honour and
integrity of the Government. May I not
be allowed to reply? It comes badly from

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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a member of a party—and I am not saying
that he was associated with it—who were
associated with an attempt to corrupt and
bribe a member of this Chamber.

Mr. Morean: That was never proved; it
is not true.

The PREMIER: Why I refer to it is

this—
The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: I am going to connect
it up—not by digging up the bribery charge
at all, but by dealing with it as applied to
the police in dealing with a similar set of
circumstances to those outlined by the hon.
member. That is why I raise this question.
The hon. member knows nothing about it.

Mr. MoRreax: Nothing at all. It was never
proved cither. You might have given the
nmoney yourself,

My, Tavror: We had nothing to do with
it.

The PREMIER : Individually, I know you
did not.

Mr, TayLor: Or collectively either.

The PREMIER: Hon. members opposite
sit quietly by and allow a member of their
party to accuse the Government of dishonesty
and wrongdoing. and, when I mention that
people closely associated with their party
were guilty of bribery——-

Mr. Morean: They were not guilty of
bribery.

Mr. Wer: You found the * dough.”

l\f/Ir. Morcean: Theodore admitted it him-
self.

Mr. Kerr: Why did he bring it before the
court ?

The SPEAKER : Order!

The PREMIER: As the hon. member has
invited me to do it, I will give him some
information. It 1is, perhaps, apropos that
it should come to the public at this particular
juncture, because I am not wholly ignorant
of the bribery case. I was Home Secretary
at the time, and I know a lot about it. I
did not rise to discuss the bribery case; it
has already been dealt with. The courts of
our land found that bribery was attempted;
this Parliament confiscated the money; and
the men who were concerned in offering the
money paid the penalty.

Mr. Moreax: They did not prove where
the money came from.

The PREMIER : That is what I am going
to deal with. In that case, certain gentle-
men—or men—who were concerned with the
defeat of this partv and the transferment of
the Opposition to the Treasury benches,
found a large sum of money, and handed it
over to two men who were their * stool
pigeons,’” to bribe a member of this House.
That is the truth, which no one can gain-
say. Had we adopted the suggestion of the
hon. member and abused the power reposed
in us as a Goverument, we could have taken
certain action to investigate certain sources
from which that money might have come.

Mr. S1z8r: You should have done it.
The PREMIER: Why did we not do it?
Mr. SmzEr: I don’t know.

The PREMIER: Because the men who
supplied us with the information were, like

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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Talty, not prepared to sign a statement tc
that effect and take the responsibility, They
were not prepared to do that. There was
a man prepared to make a statement that,
if we would take certain action—if we could
go to the office of a certain organisation—
we could find out the exact amount of money
that was paid ‘to a member of this party
to go to the other side of the House.

Mr. G. P. Bapnes: That is too thin for
anything.

The PREMIER: That was stated. The
man who said that that was true, like Talty,
was not prepared to face the music, and we,
of course, were not prepared—mnor are we
prepared  to-day—to go into the private
affairs of that organisation merely on the
“say-so’’ of somebody. It was all to the
benefit of the man who was accused; but
we did not feel, as a Government—nor did
the police feel—that they were justified in
going into the private affairs of an organisa-
tion unless the man who was prepared to
make the charge was prepared to stand up
to that charge. It is the same in regard to
this case,

Mr. TAYLOR:
believed it.

The PREMIER : At that time we did not.
Personally I gave them the benefit of the
doubt. I did not believe it; but I certainly
was not going to abuse my power unless the
man who was prepared to be an informer
would take the responsibility, and not the
police. The same position exists to-day.
Later on we found that somebody was pre-
pared to pay a large sum of money to bribe
a mernber of this party to cross over and
defeat the Government, which raised one’s
doubts about the original question.

Mr. Tayror: It need not.

The PREMIER: It may not. I am still
prepared to give the hon. member the benefit
of the doubt. -1 use that to show that a
Government with a majority of one could
have been justified in taking such action,
and could have made a good case out for
taking such action, because a member of
this party did go over to the other side.
Even then we hesitated to abuse our powers
unless the informer was prepared to 1ake
the responsibility.

Mr. Epwarps: That is contemptible.

The PREMIER : What is contemptibl2?

OPpPOSITION MEMBERS :

The PREMIER : Everything that scores is
contemptible. I did not bring up this ques-
tion. The hon. member for Sandgate has
brought it up again and again, and I am
going to defend my Government on every
occasion,

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: And, if in the defence
of my Government I have to point out the
history and character of their accusers, then
those accusers ought to sit quiet and not
complain.

Mr. Epwarps: You are prepared to do
anything. ’

The PREMIER : I am prepared to answer
the charge.

Mr. Loeax:

The PREMIER: In that particular case
certain action was taken, and two men were
convicted.

I do not believe that you

Your statement.

Who are the accusers?



Supply.

Mr. Krrr: You went all round Queensland
attacking our party, which was quite wrong.
(Government laughter.)

The PREMIER : I ask the hon. member:
In whose interests was the action taken?
Who was going to gain as a result of a
member going over to the other party?
Those members of the Opposition, who, I
know are wholly innocent of any association
with the bribery case, must take their share
of the responsibility of their party’s action
in the Brennan case.

Mr. Epwsrps: He was promoted step by
step.

The PREMIER : If the basis of promotion
to a position was that a member of this
House should stand up to his obligations,
then Bremnan deserved his promotion.
do not bold that that is the basis of pro-
motion, and mever did; but, if you take his
attitude

Mr. CarTER: Ie was not bribed.

[5 p.m.]

The PREMIER: He refused the bribe.
To that extent, at all events, I think he
deserved the commendation of everyone in
this House. In this charge laid by the hon.
member for Sandgate, knowingly or
unknowingly, he has made a very serious
and definite charge against the Government,
The hon. member may not believe that it is
serious. It must be serious, or I would not
have risen in my place at all. I regard it
as very serious.

Mr. Sizer: I thick it is serious.

The PREMIER : It is serious, and I think
I have shown that in a much more serious
case we did mot take the action the hon.
member suggests.

Mr. Sizer: I think you neglected your
duty then.

The PREMIER : That was for the reasons
I have given to the House.

~ Mr. Ebwarps: The political smoke screen
is put up by yourself.

The PREMIER : Does anyone believe that
someone on this side put up £3,000 or £4,000
in order to confiscate 1t? Who are the people
who objected to the confiscation? =~ The
Opposition. (Opposition interruptions.) The
cases are identical. The charge made by the
hon. members is not sustained. The Govern-
ment, as a Government, have nothing what-
ever to do with plebiscites. At the initia-
tion of this plebiscite business the hon.
member asked me for a commission of
inquiry. I politely told him that I did not
regard the question of plebiscites as a matter
that affected the integrity or honour of
Parliament. The hon. member’s own party
newspapers supported me in that attitude,
and I still hold that it is the correct attitude
to adopt. Now the hon. member accuses the
Government of manipulating the police
foree—of an attempt to prevent justice being
carried out—and heaps all sorts of ridicule
upon the Government because of some diffi-
culty that Talty has had in connection with
a plebiscite.

There is no need for me to deal with that
aspect of the case. The Home Secretary
very fully and convinecingly gave the facts
of the case to the House. I rose—and I
always will rise—when charges are made
against the Government of wrongdoing or
dishonpur. I rose first of all to deny the
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charge, and then to explain to the public
the characters of the originators of the
charge. Ifor that reason I make no apology
to you, Mr. Specaker, or to this House for
quoting the famous bribery case. Hon.
members opposite individually may not have
been associated with the bribery case. but
individual members of the party opposite
knew all about it before it was discovered.

Mr. MorGaN : There is no evidence of that,

The PREMIER: The then leader of the
hon. member’s party, the late member for
Dalby, knew of it. Xe said at the races
that on a certain date we were going out of
power. (Opposition interruption.) This is
the precious group that is concerned with the
integrity of Parliament! All through the
ages 1t is money power that has attempted
to corrupt Parliaments.,

Mr. EpwaRDs: You are a moneyed man:
yourself.

The PREMIER: The hon, member wants
to be insulting. He finds he has no case,
and becomes insulting. I am not insulting
the hon. member. The verdict of a court
was that an attempt to bribe was made by
his own party, and that money was put up
to bribe members of this party to vote with
them.

Myr. MORGAN : Not by this party.

The PREMIER: I say it ill becomes mem-
bers like the hon. member for Sandgate
to set themselves up as Simon Pures in these
matters. Above all hon. members, the hon
member should recognise that he is no better
and has no-higher standard than any other
hon. member of this Chamber, and that he
has no claim to get on his feet and say that
he is concerned about the integrity of Par-
liament.

Mr. Morcax: Of course he is,

The PREMIER: Well, he has got poor
support from his party. If the Opposition
party believe in this attitude of his, why
has not the Leader of the Opposition taken
up his case? Why have other members of
his party sat back and listened to him?
My own personal opinion is that the hon.
member 1s only concerned with making
political capital—(Opposition dissent)—that
he is only concerned with an attempt to
create some ill-feeling for party purposes.
I have no objection to that—none whatever.
It is politics, and, if the hon. member likes.
to do it, he may; but, when he drags in
the Government’s name, he is on different
grounds altogether. Of course, 1 happen to
be a member of the Queensland Central
Executive; but that does not convey any-
thing. 1 very seldom attend the meetings.
The Queensland Central Executive has con-
trol of our affairs, just the same as the
executive of the Opposition has control of
theirs. Their organisation executive selects
candidates. I think the Leader of the Oppo-
sition is a member if it. All these things
are done by political parties. It is no con-
cern of mine what the Leader of the Oppo-
sition does as Mr., Moorc or as a member of
the organisation’s executive, and I do not
think that anything I do as Mr. McCormack
or as a member of the Queensland Central
Executive is the concorn of Mr. Moore. That
is the attitude I take up on these questions.
The hon. member is only trying to make
political capital. I think he failed. He
got a very good dressing-down by the Home
Secretary. There is nothing wrong with his

Hon., W. McCormack.]
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going to the Home Department in regard
to his own affairs, but why does he start
to shuffle now?

Mr. 81zeR: I am not shuffling. The only
point is that I would not hand over the
anonymous letters.

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman did
go to the police.

Mr. 8mEr: That had nothing to do with
election matters.

The PREMIER: He did go to the police
office. = He went about damaging lctters
which had been circulated about him. Quite
vight! I have no fault to find with him.
It was associated with his election.

M. Swmrm: Tt was not associated with my
election. It had nothing to do with it. (Go-
vernment laughter.)

The PREMIER: I have no grievance
against the hon. member because he went
there. There is nothing wrong in doing that
when §qmeb_ody attempts to defame you.
{Opposition interjections.) I cannot under-
stand the hon, member’s insistence that he
did not do this,

Mr. S1zER: I did not do what the police
allege,

Mr. Poirock: Tvery defendant tells the
same story. (Laughter.)

The PREMIER: The police refused to
take certain action in regard to the matter.

Mr. Sizer: They were never asked in that
matter.

The PREMIER : If the hon. member had
laid a charge and handed over the anony-
mous letters——- i

Mr. SwzEr: I only asked them to make a
comparison of the two signatures.

 The PREMIER : Why did the hon. mem-
ber go there ? He had forty minutes in which
to tell us why he went there.

Mr. S1zEr: I had taken an oath, and I did
not break my oath.

The PREMIER: I d t know
“want to evade it. 0 not know why you

Mr. 81zer: You need not worry; I am not
cuncomfortable, :

The PREMIER : You are at pains to make

several speeches during my speech by way
of explanation, i

Mr. Sizer: I only want you to tell the
“truth.

The PREMIER: To suit you, I shall say
that you went round-—not on a plebiscite
:matter. You wanted some action taken.

Mr. Srzer: No.

The PREMIER : Why did you go?

Mr. Sizer: I went to ask the police——

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: Were you making an
after-dinner call? Do people wait on the
Criminal Investigation Branch by way of
-social diversion? Let me proceed.

Mr. EpwirDs: You ask a question, and
‘then answer it yourself,

The PREMIER : That is the proper way,
.and the only way of allowing hon. members
with the intelligence of the hon. member to

follow an argument. Iowever, the hon.
.gentleman went there.

Mr. Sizer: You should——
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The PREMIER: The police refused to
handle this matter, and for the same reason
they refused to handle this matter concerning
Talty.

NMr. SwEr: The police were never asked.
The statement by the police is perfectly
untrue, and the officer who made that report
is not worthy of the confidence of any
CGovernment. The facts arc distorted.

The PREMIER: There are two——

My, Sizer: They were distorted to suit the
Government. 1 say that deliberately.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
not allow me to proceed.

Mr. Szrr: You will not permit me to say
what I want to say.

The PREMIER: You had forty minutes
in which to make a specch.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MoreaN: What you are stating has
nothing to do with the case.

The PREMIER : It has this to do with it:
The hon. member has made a charge against
the police that they did not take action, by
search warrant, to compel somebody to hand
over certain documents. The police refused
to do likewise in his own particular case.

Mr. Sizer: They were never asked to do it.
The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: The hon. member for
Sandgate will not allow me to proceed. Mr.
Speaker, I ask you to protect me from the
hon. member.

Mr. Srzer: You——

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: The case of the hon.
member 3s similar to the case of Talty. If
Taltv was agreeable to do certain things
which he did not do, then the police would
have to investigate both the Talty case and
the Sizer case.

Mr. Srzer: There was no case for invest:-
gation. I merely brought them an anonymous
letter——

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. S1zr: And asked for a comparison
of the signatures.

The PREMIER: I am not dragging in the
case of the hon. gentleman.

Mr. Szer: Oh, no.
The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman will
not accept that. I do not wish particularly
to deal with the hon. member personally.
am not concerned about him. He is only
making political capital out of the position,
which is permissible. e says that he went
to the Criminal Investigation Branch as a
social caller. I am willing to leave it at
that. 1 am willing to leave it to the public
to belicve that he went to the Criminal
Investigation Branch merely to call on Sub-
Inspector Lipp in a social way, and T am
willing to allow the public to decide whether
Sub-Tnspector Lipp invented those letters.

Mr. Sizer: Ho did invent that.

The PREMIER : I know other people who
have seen them.

Mr. Sizgr: What?
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The PREMIER : I do rot blame the hon.
gentleman for the action he took, but I do
not know why he is trying to evade it now.

Mr, Sizkr: I am not evading it now.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. S1zEr: I was—-

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: T shall get away from
that subject, as it disturbs the hon. gentle-

man.

3ir. Sizer: You have besn most unfair
about it.

The SucreTARY TOR PUBLIC WORKS: You
were very fair!

The SPEAKER: Order! I{ the hon.

member for Sandgate will not obey my call
1o order, there is only one thing for me to do.
GoverNMENT MrmBERS : Hear, hear!
Mr. Morgan: The Premier invited it.

The PREMIER : I shall not dwell on the
subject any longer. I rose particularly to say
that the Government, as a Government, have
no knowledge of these things, and the Govern-
ment have not cast upon them the responsi-
bility of forthwith investigating every charge
made by every person in the community.

It is entirely a police force job. Does
anybody believe that we, as a Government,
have any conception of the thousand-and-one
matters that come before the police—of the
charges that are laid and of the many
charges that are investigated which never
come before Ministers? The hon. member
‘has inferred—deliberately inferred—that the
Government are concerned in a deliberate
attempt to try to cover up dishonest or
criminal practices. That is what the hon.

rember has done, whether he means it or
not. That is what he has done, and, if in
doing so, he has brought some criticism upon
himsolf, then it is his own lookout. There
is a proper authority to investigate any
charges arising out of a plebiseite. That
authority has nothing to do with the Govern-
ment or with Parliament. If that authority
is satisfied that wrong practices have
occurred in connection with any plebiscite
held under its aegis, it can Iimmediately
cancel the plebiscite and order a new plebis-
«cite to be held.

Mr. S1zER: I am not worrying about that.

The PREMIER : That has been done quite
recently.

Mr. Sizer: The question is forgery.

The PREMIER: It has been done in all
plebiscites. 1 believe it has been done in
ploblscxtes held by the Oppo~1txon Officially
it is not within fhe province of the Govern-
ment to interfere with those things. If the
people concerned will lay the charge and
sign an information—that is the pomt—the
pahce, without any interference, will do
their duty in connection with such charge.
That is all I can say as the head of the
Government. The case does not warrant the
importance given to it by the hon. member.
If he had kept to his political argument, well
and good—I would not have replied to him;
but, when he deliberately and maliciously
states that the whole of this Government are
concerned _in covering up forgery and cor-
ruption, I am compelled to answer him,
and I am compelled in doing so to investigate
‘who is the party making the charges.

GoOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

{24 OCTOBER.]

Supply. 1561

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): 1 had no inten-
tion of dealing with this matter until the
Premier got up and endeavoured to cover
up the ncglect of duty on the part of cither
the pohco the Government, or one of his
departments, by making some very serious
charges against hon. members on this side
of the House. He knows perfectly well that
the niemnbers on this side had nothing what-
ever to do with the bribery charge he men-
tioned. That has been admitted by hon.
members on that side of the House, particu-
larly at the time by Mr. Theodore. It is no
use the Premier working himself into a fury
and trying to fasten that on us.

. The PaemiEr: You would like us to forget
if.

Mr. MOORE: That does not mutter to me.
We know that a judge tried the case, fcund
two men guilty, and put them in gacl. We
alsc know that, after that, the Government
brought in a special Act of Parliament for
the purpose of confiscating the money. I
have not the faintest idea where that money
came from.

The Previzr: I have a better knowledge
than you have.

Mr. MOORE: Quite possibly the hon.
gentleman had access o the results of investi-
gations which I did not have.

The PrevMiErR: Your leader knew about it.

Mr. MOORE: No; I do not think for a
moment that he did. I do not think that
the statement he is alleged to have made on
the racecourse had anything to do with the
bribery case. It was quite common property
that a charge was likely. Tf he knew any-
thing about it, he kept it to himself, because
I did not know anything about it.

Mr. Haxwon: I understand you had yours
Cabinet selected.

Mr. MOORE: We have to recognise the
seriousness of the position. The hon. member
for Ithaca stated that a criminal gang was
going about endeavouring to influence plebis-
cites. He said he knew that. He also stated
that he had fought against it. We know
from affidavits that have been made that
this eriminal gang is still in existence. We
know that the Government, after statements
were made in this House, set the police
to investigate the charges, and that they
went to this criminal gang and found out
how far they had gone. There is no need
for the hon. member to endeavour to cover
up the delinquencies of his own party by
going back five or six years. We are talking
about a case to-day, and, if hon. members
opposite are proud of their associates—a lot
of criminals—they can be so.

Mr. Bruce: Are you proud of your bribing
and corrupting friends?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MOORE: The police were asked by
the Government to go and investigate this
case. They knew that the honour of Parlia-
ment was involved, as the fountain-head of
Parliament is the selection of candidates for
this Parliament. If there is a gang about
who, the Home Secretary says, arc eriminals,
and who are endeavouring——

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: And who
are the informers of the hon. member for
Sandgate.

Mr. MOORE: Who are endeavouring to
influence the selection of candidates for this
Parliament, then it is a most serious matter.

Mr. Moore.]
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Mr. Ferricks: Members of your party it is vital that the honour of Parliament
sought to influence the selection of a candi- should be protected. If the Govermment

date for South Brishane last time. They
interviewed Garbutt to get him to withdraw.

The SPEAKER : Ovder!

Mr. MOORE: If we thought a man was
not suitable, we would ask him to withdraw,
but that is an entirely different proposition
from men who are acknowledged by the
Home Secretary to be criminals seeking to
influence the selection of a member of this
Parliament. That is a serious matter. The
Government recognise the seriousncss of it,
because they instructed the police to investi-
gate it. The police did make some investi-
gations.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: And they
said that your informers were criminals who
could not be relied on.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman wanfs
to get away from the main facts of the
case.

The SECRETARY
are the facts.

Mr. MOORE: There were other indi-
viduals, too. There was also Mr. Osborne,
who, so far as I know, is not a criminal.
They knew that some of these men were
criminals before they asked for the investi-
gation. I suppose they knew them as much
as the hon. member for Ithaca did before
they ordered the investigation. They knew
the class of people from whom they were
going to ask for information. They con-
sidered there was forgery, and they wanted
the last link in the chain to prove it. They
went to the secretary of the Queensland
Central Executive, who declines to give up
the documents that wiil complete the chain
“of evidence, that gentleman saying that he
will give them up afterwards, if 1t is .con-
sidered that there is a criminal charge
involved. That is a serious point. The
police are asked to investigate the- matter,
and they knew the character of these people
before the Government asked them to investi-
gate it. It is no good trying to cloud the
issue by bringing up personal matters relative
to the hon. member for Sandgate. This is a
most serious matter.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
practically sell votes for 2s. each.

Mr. MOORE: I do not think the remark
is worthy of a reply. We know that men
become members of an organisation, but
we do not compel them to become members.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The man
with the most money can always win.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MOORE: I take a serious view of
the whole position when a gang of men well
known to the Government is known to be
going about endeavouring to influence the
selection of members of this Parliament.
Then, when it comes to a question of getting
proof, the police are held up. It is not as
though a charge had not been made. A
sworn statement has been made by Mr.
Talty. I have no irformation as to his
reliability, but he has made a sworn state-
ment. The honour of this Parliament is at
stake, and whatever hon. members oppcsite
may think about it, when it it known that
there is a gang of men who are prepared
to sell their services to try o make selections
or to influence the votes in some other way,

[{Mr. Hoore.

FOR AGRICULTURE: Those

You

intended that it should, why did they not
proceed with the investigation? I dc not
suppose the police took this matter up on

their own initiative; they eovidently got
instructions from the Government. The

Government knew exactly the position when
they asked the police to investigate the
matter, and, when they want to get a chance
of proving it, does not every hon. member
think that the police should have ecvery
opportunity of proving whether the charges
are right or wrong instead of allowing
the seccretary of the organisation to say
“ we will decide” ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do your
seriously asrert that the police have a right
to make a search of anybody’s premises on
evidence given by a convicted criminal, who,
later on, goes back on his own statement?

Mr. MOORE: That was only one.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 1t would
be a misuse of power to do so. )

Mr. MOORE: In my opinion the secretary
should have said,  Here is the list. Look

at it. Go through it and see if there has
been forgery or not.”’” If that had been

done, the whole matter would have been
cleared up, The position is most serious,
When there is a charge against an

individual or a set of individuals, and the
police go to that organisation and say, “ We:
think there has been forgery. We want to
see the list to conviet the person who did
it,” I cannot understand that organisation:
not saying, ¢ Well, look at the list, and
prove the charge or not.” It may be a very
useful way to cover up the position. It may
satisfy the Government, but it would not
satisfy me. I cannot understand the Govern-
ment sitting down under the position to-day.

A GoveerNMent Memsgr: Why did you
allow Sleeman and Connolly to go to prison?

Mr. MOORE: I know all about Connolly.
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr, MOORE: I look upon the police to-day
as being in a most unfortunate position.
They were asked to make investigations on
the sworn statement of one of the candi-
dates at the plebiscite.

Mr. Carrer: Talty would swear to any-
thing.

Mr. MOORE: That may be so. That is
the position, and the police presumably, from
my point of view and from the Government’s.
point of view, should endeavour to find out
the truth, and the only way in which they
can find out the truth is to get the last link
in the chain.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: If some
convicted crimina! said that in your office
you had papers stolen from the Government,
do you think that would justify the police in
searching your office?

Mr. MOORE: Not on one person’s state-
ment. You have the statements of half a
dozen persons, and also the statement of the
returning officer. The casiest and the best
thing to do to clear up the whole position is
for the organisation to say, * Here is the
list. Prove your case, or disprove it.’ Xf
that were done, the Government could go out
and say that certain charges were made, and
that there is absolutely nothing in them.
But, in order to cover it up, they say, “ We
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are nol going to give up the papers.” 'That
makes it very awkward for the police. It
leads people to believe that the Government
knew what -vas going on, and knew that
this gang was endeavouring to influence the
election of members of this House.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: You want
to give the police power to excreise tyranny,

Mr. MOORE: The hon, gentleman knows
better than that., The position is entirely a
wrong one, and I take the greatest exception
to the innuendo of the Premier in regard to
the hon, member for Normanby. It was
absolutely uncalled for, and absolutely unfair.
In an endeavour to cover up something affect-
ing his own side of the House in regard to
neglect of duty, he makes an innuendo that
he has no carthly chance of establishing. He
was not game to bring in a direct charge,
but contented himself with making an
innuendo. If that is the way the business
of Parliament is going to be conducted, it
is time there was a new system. The whole
principle is absolutely wrong. The Leader of
the Government knows that he had the power
to make the fullest investigation at the time,
and he did not do it. He has waited for
years, and now, in an endeavour to defend
himself against an unfortunate position, he
makes a disgraceful charge against an hon.
member on this side of the House. If that
is the sort of defence the Government are
going to put up, it shows that there is a
good deal in the charge when the Premier
has to get down to that kind of thing. It
is absolutely disgraceful. I felt ashamed to
sit here and be forced to listen to the sug-
gestion. The present position is quite
unsatisfactory. The Government, if they
do not want to give a warrant to the police
themselves, should say to their organisation,
“Clear us of this charge! Show us the
list! We shall then know where we are!”

[5.30 p.m.]
The SPEAKER: Order!

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Look at the way
you treated Bob Shepherd.

Mr. MOORE: There is nothing to be
ashamed of with regard to Mr. Shepherd.

The ARPEAKER: Ordevr! If the hon.
member does not obey my call to order, I
shall have to ask him to resume his seat.

Mr. MOORE : I do not wish to labour the
point. The position is absolutely unsatis-
factory as it now stands, and I do not see
how it can be left as it is.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
As a matter of fact, this Talty gang was
at work long before the Maree plebiscite.
That can be proved right up to the hilt.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. MOORE: That makes the matter all
the worse.

The SPEAKER: Order! T hope the hon.
member will not unduly prolong his present
attitude.

Mr. MOORE: The interjection of the
Secretary for Public Instruction shows that
it is time the Government took definite
action in this matter. I want to see the
police given the opportunity to go right
through with it—to clear up the position
and sec that there is not going to be thi;
undue influence exercised outside, and that
people are going to be properly elected to
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Parliament in this State, and not interfered
with by men who go round in this fashion.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): It is time that
the House and the public were told that
this matter was not raised in a bona fide way
for the protection of the honour of Parlia-
ment. The hon. member for Sandgate raised
this question, and upon him is the responsi-
bility. 1n my opinion he was not concerned
with the honour of Parliament when he
raised it. His assertion that the police should
be called upon to inquire into these alleged
charges of forgery is not bona fide. Every-
body knows the reason. that this question
was raised—first, in Committee, and again
this afternoon—where your duty, Mr.
Speaker, is being made very difficult, and I
do not propose to make it any more diffi-
cult. The reason for raising it was not to
have forgers arrested at all—the Oppositior
were not concerned with that—least of all
the hon. member for Sandgate. He was
concerned with trying to get an opportunity
to prove to the public that plebiscites con-
ducted by Labour were not conducted in a
fair manner, and so endeavour to undermine
the Labour movement. That was the design
behind it all. The attitude of the hon.
member since has proved it, because, when
the Premier had him down, he did his very
utmost to get you. Sir, to suspend him so
that he could crawl out. He was doing his
best for ten minutes to get thrown out, and
you wisely decided to let him stay here.

Mr. S1zer: I was not.

Mr. POLLOCK: Of course he was. The
Speaker has sense to know when an hon,
member is trying to run away. The hon.
n.ember for Sandgate did his best to get
thrown out. In similar circumstances any
other member would have been suspended
from the service of the House.

An OprosiTioN MEMBER : That is a reflection
on the Chair.

Mr. POLLOCK : It is not a reflection on
the Chair. It is a proof of my contention—
and vou. Sir, knew it—that the hon. member
was trying to get thrown out because he
could not stand up to it.

Mr. Sizer: I won’t run away.

Mr. POLLOCK: That proves that the
hon. member’s actibn was not bona fide.

Mr. Sizer: I am not going fo run away
from 1t.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. POLLOCK : I have forty minutes, and
1 am going to say what I started out to
say, so 1 will give the hon. member plenty
of time to interject if he wants to. All I
have to say is this: If his own colleagues
were satisfied that he brought this matter
up for the purpose of having forgers arrested
and broughé to book, do you think there is
one of us on this side who would not have
helped him? But we know that he only
raised it for the purpose of discussing our
plebiscites—he cannot get away from that.
Bvery effort was made when I was in the
chair in Committee—of which you, Mr.
Speaker, have no cognisance—to discuss this
plebiscite business, and, not being in such
a difficult position as yourself in connection
with the matter, T ruled it out of order,
and I think I was right in my ruling.

With my experience in the chair to guide
me. there is no doubt in my mind that the
object of raising this matter was to discuss

Mr. Pollock.]
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Labour plebiscites. The hon. member who
raised it and the hon. member for Enoggera,
who spoke after him, were principally con-
cerned with the desire to show that the
plebiscites of the Labour Party were unfairly
conducted, and their supposed desire to
protect Parliament and bring forgers to book
aever entered into their calculations at all.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): After hear-
‘the various speakers, there is something I
would like to say. Evidently there are two
gangs attached to the party opposite, about
some of whom. at any rvate, the police have
nothing good to say. I am quite satisfied,
from the statements we have heard from the
Promier and the Home Secretary, that there
is nothing good to be said of these two gangs
s0 far as the police are concerned.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DEACON: The Home Secretary, who
is in charge of the police, and the Premier,
who is head of the Government, consider that
neither of these two sets of people is worth
inquiry. They must take the responsibility
for that. All I can say is that I do not
congratulate them on the crowd they have
to deal with. But the Premier, in replying
to the charges made by the hon. member
for Sandgate, made charges against this
party which are not true, and the Premier
knew it.

The SPEAXER: Order!

Mr. DEACON: I am only asking the
Government to prove the charges made by
the Premier.

Mr. Burcock: Were you here?

Mr. DEACON: I was here when he made
his speech, and the Premier had no right to
make the charges unless he intended to pro-
secute them and prove them. If he was
going to give recasons why the Government
were not going to make an inquiry into the
statements of the hon. member for Sandgate,
he could have done it with dignity, and with-
out abusing members on this side of the
House. IIe could have done it without bring-
ing in an hon. member who is not here, and
making a statement for which there is not
the slightest foundation.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. DEACON : I desiré to protest against
that, because the Premier had no right to

make the charges. If the hon. gentleman
is allowed to make charges against this

political party, then we should have
the right of reply. The Premier said
that the Government Lknew +the men

who supplied the money in that bribery
case. We know that they said they knew
at the time the bribery case was on, because
the Attorney-General said they knew the men
who supplied the money, and that they could
and would prosecute them. Right down #ill
to-day, however, there has not been the
slightest attempt to prosecute. The matter
has been raised again in this debate, and
the Government still say that they have the
information, although they never at any time
have made any use of it. I say again that,
if they knew the men who supplied it, they
should have made use of the information.
If they knew there was anything wrong in
this matter, they should have prosecuted. It
seems to me that they are not going to
prosecute in this case, and all we can say
is that all the blame and all the dirt—if there
is any dirt—lies on the rank and file of the
Government.

[3r. Pollock,
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Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): My opinion is
that, if the Government failed in regard to
this charge or the statements which have been
made in regard to this party’s business, it was
in allowing the police to take any notice at
all of statements outside ordinary legal prac-
tice. Evidently hon. members opposite do not
reulise their status as private citizens;
evidently they do not value their liberty and
privileges as they should, or clse they do nos
know how those liberties and privileges are
safeguarded. They evidently do not under-
stand the duty of Parliament when they
asle this House to investigate contradictions,
fabrications, and statements made by people
with reputations that do not commend them-
selves to the House. Because a certain man
has a political pain as a result of being beaten
is a plebiscite test, they come along to this
Parliament and ask it to apply a poultice to
heal him and soothe his spleen and pettiness.
Whatever happened in the plebiscite does not
concern this Parliament. It does not affect
tne honour ‘or the status of any member here,

t is a matter for the controlling political
body of which the person concerned is a
member. 1t is of vital interest to this House,
and calls for intervention, after a person comes
into this House and his public conduct is
involved or offers are made to him to sway
his political views. It is degrading to the
status of Parliament to ask it to take part
in thesec political squabbles based on innu-
endoes and suggestions. If the police or
the Government have failed at all, it is in
being in any way interested in the matter.
What does it matter to this Parliament how
Mr. Talty feels, or how he was beaten, or how
certain people were in a motor car with
political rolls? That is the position I shall
be in at the next election—taking care that
every vote is brought in. T shall be there
with the assistance of my committee. That
is not a crime.

Mr. Kerr: It is against your own rules in
connection with plebiscites.

Mr. HARTLEY: It is not. The hon.
gentleman has a poor conception of rules.
His party have no rules in their plebiscites.
They feared that a certain candidate for the
Keppel plebiscite would be a fairly strong
candidate, and, bccause they did not want
him, they allowed the sale of £30 worth of
tickets, mostly to Labour supporters, so that
they could have a vote at the plebiscite. They
sold the tickets at 2s. each, and the man who
sold the most votes won the plebiscite.

Mr. Farrern: They sold £50 worth.

Mr. HARTLEY: The sum has been in-
creased since my last information. Why all
this enhancement of the power of the police,
and the ‘“sooling’’ of them on to investigate
matters sufficiently covered by the statute?
If Mr. Talty feels aggrieved as a result of
the pain he received through the plebiscite,
and it is hurting him so much and he wants
a cure, then he has a simple legal process.
He could go to a solicitor, who would advise
him to swear an information that certain
things had been done contrary to the Criminal
Code—that is, if certain things had been dene
contrary to the Criminal Code. I have not
suflicient legal knowledge to express an
opinion on the matter. He has a perfact
right to do that, and why should he insist
upon the police doing what he should do?
If he has not sufficient faith in his own uase,
then the case has not sufficient merit to be

‘introduced here.
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They ask this, Mr. Speaker, why was Mr.
Funnell not intérrogated? I do not know
why he was not; but, if I had been Mr.
Funnell and the police came to interrogate
me, I would have told the police to go to
China—-or somewhere else. The police have
no right to interrogate me as to where I
was, or what I was doing, at a certain time,
unless I was prepared out of consideration to
them to help them in their duty, That is
what hon. members lose sight of. They seem
to think that the police should be pimps,
sleuths, and bloodhounds to track out every
act or word of a private person, irrespective
of the legal process, Hon. members opposite
do not seem to appreciate the law they live
under, or that that law is there to safe-
guard their personal liberty and private com-
fort, and the police can only act on certain
information in certain directions. They have
no right to interrogate Funnell, and, 1if they
did so, Funnell would have been quite within
his rights as a citizen in refusing to reply.
Let me say this about the brothers Funnel]l,
as to the innuenda that the hon. member for
Sandgate tried to throw upon this Govern-
ment, that it is not correct they had got big
concessions because of these things.

Mr, CosteLLo : That came from your side.

Mr. HARTLEY: He was
enough to say what he meant.

Mr. EDWARDS : What of the Premier and
his insinuations about the hon, member for
Normanby ?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HARTLEY: I could tell you more
about your party’s action in that respect than
you anticipate.

Mr. EDwaRDS : If there is anything to tell,
tell us.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HARTLEY: I do not want to be
drawn away from the subject. I do not want
to say that your party is to be blamed for
persuading hon. members to go from this
side over to that. I can give you an instance
in my own personal candidature.

Mr, MoreaN: Were you offered a bribe?
(Laughter.)

Mr. HARTLEY: If we put it that way,
“Yes,” and that straight out at the same
time as the hon. member for Normanby
crossed over. Now you are fishing for it,
and you have got it,

Mr. Morean : Let us have it.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HARTLEY: If you want something
about myself that ought to be investigated,
I will give it straight. I was approached by
an agent, who was authorised by your party
to do so, We will leave it just there.

Mr. MaxwelL: Why not finish it?

Mr. HARTLEY: We will leave it just
there, or I will give it straight out. (Oppo-
sition interjections.)

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. Morean: Go straight on with it.

Mr. HARTLEY : You would be very sorry
if I did.

Mr, Monrean: No; there is nothing to hide
so far as we are concerned.

Mr., Kerr: Make your own speech.

The SPEAKER: Order!

not manly
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Mr. Bruce: You don’t want him to give
it.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, HARTLEY : I do not want to go into
that business, but at the same time I am
willing to do so.

Mr. Kerr: It is a pretty cowardly attack,
and you know it. You know he is absent.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HARTLEY : We will go right on with
the cowardly attack, and afterwards, if
there is any action to be taken or investi-
gations to be made, they can be made,

Mr. Kixg: And don’t plead privilege of
Parliament afterwards.

Mr. Kerr: Go outside and say it.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr., HARTLEY : That is the lawyer all
over,
Mr. King: Coward’s castle!

Mr. Kegr: Coward’s castle, all right!

Mr. HARTLEY : The incident I have in
my mind as regards this attempt by hon.
gentlemen on the other side to bring hon.
members from this side to that side of the
House was afterwards recounted by me on a
public platform during an election in Rock-
hampton.

Mr. Kixg: Did you implicate any particu-
lar person?

Mr. HARTLEY: VYes; I did implicate
some very particular persons.

Mr. King: Name them.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. KErr: Privilege of Parliament!

The SPEAKER: Order!

The PrEMIER: We will get a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into this,

Mr. KErr: You are not too keen on Royal
Commissions, so don’t talk about them.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HARTLEY : I was dealing with the
Funncll Brothers, and with the innuendo
that had been thrown across the Chamber
by the hon. member for Sandgate that one
of them had got those fruitstalls in Edward
street because he had been of use to tnis
Government. That was practically the sug-
gestion. I know perfectly well that long
before either of those men had either of
the stalls which they now hold at least two
other persons had them. So far as my know-
ledge goes, the stall in Edward street, near
Adelaide street, has been recently acquired,
and there is nothing in that. It was pur-
clfased, as the Secretary for Labour and
Industry reminds me, from the Committee
of Direction. That disposes of that. As far
as I know, they are honest working men, and
whatever they did was in the interests of
the views of Labour that they had.

With regard to the disclosure of docu-
ments by the Quecnsland Central Executive,
the hon. member for Logan and many of
his colieagues know that there is a very
simple process by which these documents
can be procured.

Mr. Kive: I know all about it.

Mr, HARTLEY : Why do you not correct
vour silly rattle-tongues on that side? Tinless
vou arve in favour of throwing as much
political dirt as possible, why do you not
put them right?

Mr. Hartley.}
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Tveryone knows there was no responsibility
on the police to get those papers, becaise
there is a simple process by which they can
be obtained. Some party has only to swear
an information against a person or persons
for forgery or some other crime, come before
the court, and the magistrate or the judge
will make an order on the Queensland
Central Executive to disclose not only those
documents but all documents that may affect
the case. It is sheer humbug to say that the
Government are in any way holding up the
processes of law. What I rose to emphasise
was that, while I am in this House, I will
not allow the police to be used as blood-
hounds or spies on the political actions of
any man. That is the way to get up &
Tammany class such as we have nqver.had
in Australia. The duty of the police is to
protect the public and to see that the law is
enforced—not to interrogate people or to
make them come to their office to answer
questions. The big trouble in the police force
in England concerns the same thlng—j;he
improper procedure adopted in interrogating

sople connected with crime. Some of the
eading counsel in England emphasised the
view that the police had no statutory right
to take a man and subject him to a ¢ third
degree’ cross-examiantion in order to get
evidence to fit a crime on him or on some-
body else later on. So far as this Parliament
is concerned, it will preserve its dignity best
by looking after its own affairs and not
dabbling in the political actions ef any
political party.

Resolution 55 agreed to.

Resolutions 56 to 76, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution 77— Department of Public
Lands—Irrigation. and Water Supply Com-
mission ' —

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): I want to
take advantage of this opportunity to try
to ascertain from the Minister in charge
some information regarding the Dawson
Valley scheme, which is one of these pictur-
esque endeavours to make a success of an
irrigation settlement, but concerning which
I do not think the House has a very keen
knowledge, - despite the elaborate report
which has been presented to us.

I understand that the Development and
Migration Commission has spent some time
in investigating this scheme, which is
destined to absorb a very large sum of
money; and I understand that a report was
submitted to the Commissioner of Irrigation
and to the Government somewhat casting
doubts upon the efficiency or possibilities gf
the scheme, I think we are entitled to hear
exactly what that report is, and I hope the
Minister in charge of the department will
give in his own language just what effect
that Development and Migration Commis-
sion’s report has had wupon this most
important scheme. The ' completion of
Nathan’s Dam will entail a very large expen-
diture of money, and it therefore seems to
me that it is quite fit and proper that we
should know all there is to be known in
regard to the different views in connection
with this proposal. I understand this is the
onlv occasion upon which Queensland has
made application for assistance from the
£34.000.000 that Great Britain has made
available for undertakings of this nature,
therefore it iz cssential that we should be
able to have the views of the representatives

[3r. Hartley.
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who advise the home authorities, so that we
may understand what their idea is in regard
to the proposal. These irrigation schemes
throughout Australia as a whole have not
been a suceess financially, therefore we should
be glad to know whether this particular
scheme differs in that respect from others in
other parts of Australia. In this connection
one is forced to study the figures that are
submitted by the Auditor-General, and I see
that on page 94 of his report he refers to
the fact that approximately 26,000 acres of
land were available for settlement on
lst November, 1926. Only 229 blocks had
been taken up, comprising 16,332 acres, to
30th June last—that is nearly two years
later. That shows that only a little more
than half of the total area available on
1st November, 1926, had been taken up by
30th June last, which seems to indicate that
something is restraining selectors from taking
advantage of that portion of the area which
has alveady been made available. He also
calls attention to the fact that a revenue
account has been prepared showing a loss of
£1,910 on the year’s transactions, and remind-
ing the Commissioner and the department
generally that in arriving at that loss he
has not taken into account the fact that
£228,928 14s. 1d. has been spent on pre-
liminary requirements which have not been
allocated to the various sections, including
this particular one, where the income from
settlers has been collected. He points out
that a proper share of that £228,928 14s. 1d.
should be allocated to the department where
the loss—£1,910~is disclosed after taking into
account their probable proportion of this
debit for overhead charges.

I notice that the Inkerman irrigation
scheme for the year just closed shows a loss
of £13,819 6s, 3d. This, added to the accu-
mulated losses which this unfortunate scheme
has disclosed, makes a total loss on that
scheme of something like £212,000.

[7 p.m.]}

The accumulated losses on the scheme to
30th June, 1928, totalled £40,464 4s. 11d., to
which must be added deferred Treasury
interest, £8,555. and £163.344 written off the
capital cost in June, 1923. That gives a very
serious financial aspect to the Inkerman
scheme. I think I am right in stating that
most of us hoped that, when £163,344 was
written off the capital outlay, with the
development of the Inkerman district in
sugar-growing we should have seen the end
of the loss on the scheme; but, although we
are, I suppose, at the zenith of our sugar
production in Queensland, this scheme last
year lost a further £14,000.

In matters of this description the whole
system of cultivation by irrigation comes
under criticism, If all our attempts to assist
production by the introduction of irrigation
are going to result in such financial loss, the
question arises as to whether it is a system
that is worth proceeding with. I know that
when these irrigation schemes have previously
been before this House certain speakers on
this side have called attention to the fact
that irrigation schemes. on the whole, have
been financial failures in Australia. We were
hoping that in Queensland the experience
would Dbe different, and I hope that the
Minister can fell us something which will
allay cur fears in this connection,

There is one particular reference in regard
to the Theodore section of the Dawson Valley



Supply.

scheme that gives some ray of comfort—that
is, that ]40 acres were put under cotton, and
the yield in one instance was up to 2,000 lb.
per acre, the minimum being 1,000 Tb. per
acee.

The SrcrETaARY ¥OR AcRIcULTURE: The
American average in their cotton area is only
320 1b. per acre.

Mr. ELPHINSTONIE : If that is a correct
indication of wiiat the yield of catlon is likely
to be in that area, then the Dawson Valley
scheme really opens up a new outlook
altogether.

It is rather interesting at this stage to _call
mf‘ntlo,l to the fact that in Queensland
to-day practically nothing clse but annual
wcotton 1s grown, and that ratoon cotton is a
thing of the past. I remember that we had
a_bitter controversy some few years back,
when the Government made cerfain regula«
tions msntmg on annual cotton being grown,
and certain steps were taken to cause the
Government to alter their attitude in that
regard. The argument was used that Queens-
land could not succeed with anything else
than ratoon cotton; yet, when the agitation
died down and we got to a betiter system of
production free from political interference,
we find that the growers, of their own accord,
discontinued the growth of ratoon cotton.

The SFCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It was
discontinued because of the method insti-
tutec by me of paying on the grade and
staple without reference to whether the cotton
was annual or ratoon. That sounded the
death-knell of ratoon cotton in Queensland.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I accept the Minis-
ter's statement, but the fact remains that
ratoon cotton 1s practically a thing of the
past in Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
right.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Here we have in
this new cotton area in the Dawson Valley
a yield which is phenomenal, and I suggest
that, when additional land is opened up, we
could not look for any better method of
cropping it than by planting cotton. If we
«can get an annual return of 2,000 Ib. of seed
cotton per acre—which I think on present
values will return to the grower not far
short of £50 from seed and everything else—
then the prospects are bright. I have no
desire to criticise the Dawson Valley scheme,
which I have not yet been privileged to see—
because it is one of those ventures which I
have followed with the greatest possible
interest, recognising that in the gentleman
in charge and his officers we have men who
are sincerely anxious to do the right thing.
‘They have complete autonomy in the manage-
ment, but I am sure that a little outside
criticism, based upon the report before us,
would do no harm. I trust that the Minister
will favour the House with some information
on the lines I have indicated.

Mr. MORGAN (Mwurillay: Whilst I do not
wish to say anything detrimental to this
scheme, in which I have taken very keen
interest and which I would like to see success-
ful, because it is of much importance to a
portion of my electorate, and one of the
finest things that could be done in Queensland
from the point of view of producing fodder,
and whilst I do not want to enter upon a
general discussion, nevertheless I have read

That is

very carefully the report of the Development

and Migration Commission, which is a report
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that every member should study. Men who
we know are experts in their work have made
very frank statements as to what is happen-
ing, and in some measure have condemned
the procedure in the development of this
great scheme—one of the greatest 1\11gat10n
schemes which have been attempted in any
part of the world. It is the duty of the
Government and of the Comunsuoncx who
is naturally vitally concerned in the well-
being of this settlement, to go fully into the
matters mentioned in that report with a
view to preventing waste of moncy which
might make the cost so great and the charge
for water so prohibitive that we shall have to
do as we did at Inkerman and write off a
considerable amount of the capital cost before
the settler will be able to make a living.
Altnough we may be able to grow plohﬁc
crops with the aid of water—I speak with a
little experience of irrigation in Victoria
and other places—the overhead charges may
be so great as to involve a loss to those
engaged in their production. Therefore it is
in the interests of all concerned and of the
State that not one penny should be wasted.

For some time the Commissioner of Irriga-
tion has been engaged constructing a road
from the terminus of the Miles-Juandah
Railway to the site of the Nathan Gorge
dam, 70 or 80 miles away, with a view to
facilitating the transport of machinery,
cement, and other material that will be
reguired in the construction of the Nathan
Dam. Before proceeding to expend this
considerable sum of money the Government
should have ascertained definitely whether
the irrigation scheme would prove a success
justifying the construction of the Nathan
Dum. 1t is not proposed to proceed with
the construction of the dam for years, and
the road which has been constructed will
deteriorate unless maintained, which again
involves additional expcndztme Very little
traffic will pass over the road before the
construction of the Nathan Dam is under-
taken, and, although this money was ex-
pended in my electorate and provided work
for people in need of employment, T consider
that it was unwise to expend thousands of
pounds before further information was
secured, The money should be expended
with a view to assisting those who proposed
to make a living from the land. I under-
stand that there 1s sufficient water at present
on the area provided by the construction of
one or two small weirs to enable the Govern-
ment to demonstrate sufficiently within the
course of three or four years whether the
scheme will be a practical undertaking. The
report of the Development and Migration
Commission points out that the suitability
of the area for irrigation purposes has not
been definitely established. I know from
experience that certain soils do not lend
themselves to irrigation—in some cases
deteriorating with the increased amount of
water placed upon it—whereas other soils
are of a totally different nature.

The people going upon this area are a
very good type of settler—men with a certain
amount of capital. The Commissioner has
stated that he has no difficulty in placing
settlers upon all the blocks, but he ix wise
in adopting the course that the blocks should
not be made available for what might be
termed poor scttlers, or, in other words,
those without the necessary capital. I know
a great number of the settlers personally,
and I know that they are a very fine type.

Mr. Morgan.]
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Within the next three years it should he
possible to demonstrate sufficiently whether
the scheme will be a success or not.

The Commissioner and the Government
will have every opportunity of deciding dur-
ing that period whether they will be justified
in proceeding with the expendxtme of a
further large sum of money in the construc-
tion of the Nathan Dam. I hope the dam
will be constructed before many years go
by. When it is constructed, it will be one
of the greatest fresh-water storages in the
world, and, in my opinion, it is going to
change completoly conditions in Central
Queensland. The country many miles distant
from the area which is going to be sub-
merged will be aﬁeeted by it. In Victoria,
Lake Lonsdale, which is not a natural lake,
has been created by the conservation of
water such as the proposal in connection
with the Nathan Dam, and I know the
effect that lake has had, and that particular
storage is practically only a drop in a teacup
compmed with the enormous quantity of
water that will be conserved by the con-
struction of the Nathan Dam.

The SECRETARY FORr PUBLIC WORKS:
think it will affect the rainfall?

Mr. MORGAN: I do.

Do you

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic WORkKS: Then
the expenditure will be justified.
Mr. MORGAN: We know that, when

storms occur, there is a greater rainfall over
water, whether on the sea or on land, than
there is in places where water is non-existent.
I hope -and trust that this scheme will be a
great success, that the Commissioner will
be assisted in every particular direction, and
that he will be able to settle the land in
the area and bring the scheme to a successful
fruition. If he does we shall eventually be
able fo say he has proved himself in the
right way, that the money has been well
spent, and unquestionably the State will
benefit by its expenditure.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LLANDS
(Hon. T. Dunstan, Gympiec): When the Daw-
son Valley nugatlon scheme was submitted
to the Development and Migration Commis-
sjon as a project to be considered in relation
to the £34,000,000 that has becn sct aside
for the (o*nmls\lon, the members of that
Commission, in conjunction with officers of
the Departmen‘r of Agriculture, investigated
it, and, after their investigations, they came
to cortain conclusions. It is not correct, as
has been stated, that the proposition was
officially turned down by the Commission.
~ Mr. Moresx: They did not
it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Amongst other rccommendations they ox-
pressed the desire that further investigation
should be made as to the suitability of the
land in the area for treatment by irrigation.
The Government agreed that care should be
exercised in that respect, and. following the
offer of the Commission to supply £100,000
out of the £34,000,000 mentioned for further
investigation and tests, it was decided to
defer the immediate construction of the
Nathan Dam until those tests were made.

Myr. Erpuinstoxn: Is that £100,000 in the
form of a loan?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

It was furnished on the usual terms offered
by the Commission, which desires that five

[Mr. Morgan.
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experimental farms should be established om
the Dawson River, including the Theodore
zone, It is generally recognized that the
areas further down the Dawson Valley are
more fertile, but they would depend for their
irrigation treatment on the completion of the
\dthan Dam. The arca in the Theodore zone
is now being supplied with water from the
weir.  As the hon. member for Murilla has
stated, it can be safely said that the con-
dition of the settlers and their production in
the Theodore area has, so far, been very
satisfactory. Visitors from other States who
have inspected those arcas are generally loud
in their praise of what has been and is being
done.

I think it can also be safely said that the
settlers themselves are satisfied. The Com-
missioner of Irrigation and Water Supply
makes reference to the question of experi-
mental farms in his annual report, which has.
just been tabled. He differs from the officers.
of the Development and Migration Commis-
sion as to the mnecessity of establishing a
number of experimental farms on the lower
river arcas. Ie holdsua.nd I think he is
largely justified in his contention—that . the
Theodore zone, being the least fertile of the
areas, will in the course of a year or two
amply prove whether those areas are suitable
for treatment by irrigation. The following
extract is from his report—

“Owing to some doubt in the minds
of the officers of the Devclopment and
Migration Commission as to whether
some of the soils will prove suitable for
irrigation, their report recommends con-
siderable o\pendltule upon experimental
farms on the lower river areas, to be
operated over a period of five years, to
determine their suitability and the
returns to be obtained. In each case
pumping stations would have to be in-
<talled and, as the river flats are 4 and 5.
miles wide where irrigation is proposed,
only the land near the banks can be
dealt with under this proposal. This is
a matter for Government decision, but I
would point out that the lower river
soils are already represented in the
Theodore zone, and the observation of
the work of practical farmers in the
latter area appears to be a more practical
and commonsense means of obtaining a
thorough trial. Those settlers who were
early ulough to plant are, so far, satis-
fied with their returns, and another two
years’ trial should deﬁnitely determine
the value, or otherwise, of irrigation on
the Dawson, particularly as most of the
settlers are experienced farmers or
dairymen.”

In connection with the Dawson Valley
scheme and the construction of the Nathan
Dam the question will probably arise, as it
does in regard to all irrigation projects, as
to how much of the capital cost of an under-
taking such as that should be borne by the
general taxpayer of the State as a national
undertaking, recognising that its benefit may
be spread over the whole of the State in the
important industries which it will establish
as an irrigation scheme in this State.

Mr. Wargen: That is
taxation.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
That is true, but the same principle applies
in regard to many railways that were built
on the guarantee system. If the whole
burden of the construction of these railways.

another form of
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to serve certain country districts were placed
upon the scttlers in those areas, as it was
under that railway guarantee system, the
burden would be very great.

Mr. Epwarns: It will not be the same on
the Burnett. Don’t you see you will grow
a product there that will enter into com-
petition with the crops grown by the people
who will pay the taxes?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LLANDS:
Do vou not do the same in regard to the
railways? Take the Mary Valley railway,
for example, which was built under the
guarantee provisions of the Railway Act.
That was built to open up settlement in the
Mary Valley district. So far as I under-
stand, it has not paid interest and redemp-
tion, and I doubt very much if it has paid
much over working costs since its incep-
tion. In zome of those national undertakings
such as the Nathan Dam and the Inkerman
irrigation scheme, that question also ause%
and prebably will have to be dealt with in
due course.

The statement made in - the Auditor-
General's Report as to the non-apportion-
ment of cerfain capital costs to the Theodore
area is replied to by the fact that it is nod
considered desirable by the Commissioner—
and I agree with the contention—that a pro-
portion of these capital charges should be
borne by the Theodore area until it is com-
pleted.

The other portion of the developmental
costs such as plant, administration, ete.,
should not be apportioned to the whole area
until the scheme 1s completed. The Auditor-
General says—

*1t the cost of the area were deter-
mined, it would be necessary to appor-
tion the expenditure of £228.928 14s. 2d.

reviously mentioned. with the result
that the revenue account would show a
very cousiderable loss.”

We contend that it is desirable to delay
apportioning the capital cost of the undel—
teking to these arcas until the scheme is
def mne]'v completed. The question will then
arise as to how much of that capital cost
shall be borne by the settlers in the area.

The reason why only 229 settlers have been
allotted arcas in the Theodore zone of the
Dawson Valley area since the inception of
the scheme in November, 1926, is as stated
by the hon. member for Murilla, The
Commissioner is exercising—I think rightly
so—every discretion in the “seloction of appl-

cants for land in a favoured avea such as
that. He 1is insisting upon the requisite
capital cquipment and experience. So far

the results that have been obtained have
amply Justified his action. As a matter of
fact. these 229 settlers who have been allotted

Tand in the area arc ont of a total of
3030 spplicants, showing that the Commis-
sterer s actuated by o very keen desive to

get only the best of sctilers with the neces-
sary capital equipment in order to make a
guccess o? the undertaking.

The question of the Inkerman scheme was
al:o raised by the hon. member for Oxley.
who called attention to the faect that the
scheme showed a loss of £13.819 last vear.

That. of course, is the result of the working

after cherging to the ares the sum of

£17527 loan  interest, including . arrears,

£4.277, snd interest on trust account over-

draft, £2,369. The total interest charged
192851
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for the year was £19,896. The same con-
sideration obtains In 1erfard to Inkerman
that will probably obtain in regard to the
Dawson Valley area. That is the question
of whether the whole of the capital charge
of the undertaking, which is instituted for
the general benefit of the State, should be

born¢ by the producers in the irrigation
area.
Mr. Frerixstoze: A portion of the cost

of the Inkerman scheme has already been
written cff,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
That ix true: but the undertaking for some-

vears has shown a profit over working
expenscs, although charged with a good

proportion of loan intere«t and trust account
interest also.

Mr. ILPHINSTONE : According to your argu-
ment, the lrvigation settlers ought not to be
debited with the capital involved?

The SECRET,\RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

They should rightly be charged with a cer-
tain mopmhon of interest on capital cost,
but © connsetion  with  national under-
takings such as the Nathan Dam and the
Inkerman scheme, it might be fairly argued
that some of the capital cost should be

borne by the general taxpayers.

The position in regard to Mount Abund-
ance 1s somewhat aunalogous. That estate
was bought in the interests of closer settle-
ment, and it was found that to give a full
return to the Treasury for the expenditure
involved would entail & burden being placed
on the settler, and, in the iuterests of closer
settlement an(l of those settlers, we under-
took to charge consolidated revenue and the

general taspayer with a loss of £4,000 per
annum,

[7.30 p.m.]

Mr. Morcsx: The Inkerman and Dawson
Valley schemes arve not on an equality,
because  Inkerman hag no  deep water
storage.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The capital cost of the Inkerman scheme is-
higher than it was at first anticipated it
would be, and the only alternative in the
opinion of some people would be to raise
the rate on that area in order to meet the
full cost of interest and redemption. We
do not think that is advisable, but that the
general taxpayer should pay some proportion.
of the liability.

My, Erprinstoxe: Don’t you think it is
just as sound to argue that frec capital
should be made awvailable for the develop-
ment of industry in Queensland ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Under the migration scheme some free
capital will be made available for the
sottlemnnt of migrant families on the land
from =zbread as, well as Australian settlers.
There is no doubt they will have to be
assisted to go on the land in this State under
modern conditions.

Generally T agree with hon., members that
the Commissioner of Irrigation and Water
Supply deserves commendation for the way
in which he is carrying out the schemes under
his charge. 1 have every reason to believe
that it will be demonqtrated in a very short
time that the 'soil in the Theodore area is
suitable for treatment by irrigation, and the
conclusions arrived at there will be applicable
to areas elsewhere in the State.

* Hon.T. Dunstan.]
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Mr. EDWARDS (XNarango:: 1 appreciate
the information the Minister has given in
regard to the irrigation schemes. The ques-
tion has becn raised whether the Dawson
Valley irrigation scheme will be successful
cor not. In the Southern States irrigation
has been going on for a number of years
The cost in most cases has been very much
higher than was anticipated at the beginning
of the schemes. but, notwithstanding that,
the Southern States have decided to embark
still further on irrigation projects. A won-
derful scheme 1x being carried our on the
Murray River at the Hume Weir,

Mr. Brrcock: Is that where the Federal
Government sacked all their men the other
day?

Mr., EDWARDS: It is uufortunate that
the hon. member makes petty interjections
like that. It is a place where men have
been employed during the last three years
by four Governments. It is a wonderful
scheme, being the third largest in the world.
and will be of great benefit to Australia.
I am pleased that the Minister intends to
get further information before a large sum
of money is expended in farther irrigation
development in Quecensland.

One of the most important things is mar-
kets. Some of the States are extending the
areas under irrigation, and it is only natural
to expect that many of the crops they
will grow in the South will be the same as
we shall have to grow in Queensland; and
i some cases it 13 impossible to find local
markets at prices that will pay for the grow-
ing of them. We are going to spend a
huge amount of money before we complete
the scheme, and whatever may be the con-
ditions under which we obtain that money,
every hon. member would like to see the
scheme a success, because, if it turns out
to be a “ white elephant.” it will prevent
us from going any further with irrigation.

The Southern States are proposing to irri-
gate thousands upon thousands of acres
more than they are watering at present, and
we have to be very carcful that the crops
we grow here are not the same as they are
growing down there perhaps for a local mar-
ket, otherwise the chances are that people
will go on the land only to find that they
cannot pay for the water and make a living,
It is all right if we can find some product
which we can sell overseas. If it is possible
to grow a product and put it through the
cow to produce butter, which can be sold
overseas at reasonable prices, the grower
can live.

The Secretary for Railways likened this
undertaking to a railway, but there is no
comparison between the two because the tax-
payers who would have to bear the loss
would be largely men producing similar com-
modities themselves—agriculturists and gra-
ziers—and, if there is an enormous loss on
this scheme, they would have to come to the
rescue and help to put on the market a
product in competition with their own.

I know that careful consideration is being
given to every aspect of the question; but
the point I have mentioned as to the pro-
duction of an article which may have to
compete with that produced on irrigated
areas in the South is a, big factor, because
we can casily glut local markets, and the
settlers must grow crops which will keep
them going all the vear round, even when
their products are cheap.

[Mr. Edwards.
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I am surc that not one hon. member would
like to witness the failure of such a scheme
in its cavly stages, considering the effect
that it will have on other schemoes in the
State. I repeat that it would have been
wiser to experiment with smaller schemes
in different distviets of the State. Tt stands
to reason that one of the big factors in the
success or otherwise of the scheme is the cost
of placing the product on the market. Tt
would have Dbeen better to establish small
schemes in different parts of the State to
obviate the necessity for paying heavy dis-
tributing costs in times of dvought, which
must be borne when one big centralised
scheme is established. 1 hope that the tests
that the Minister mentioned will be carried
out, and that the results will exceed all
exprectations, and that the scheme oventually
will be of wonderful assistance in tiding this
country over periods of drought.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): It is very pleas-
ing to me to know that so little criticism is
levelled against the Inkerman irrigation area
in comparison with the criticism of a few
vears ago, when the ex-Premier of Queens-
land, Mr. Theodore, and I had to champion
the scheme over and over again in this
Parliament. I am aiso pleased to find,
according to the Auditor-General’s report.
that there is already an improvement in the
carnings of this scheme. Tt is on tho upgrade,
and I have no doubt that, as time goes on,
it will continue on the upgrade.

o

It is also very pleasing to find a gradual
increpse In the area that is watered. In 1923
the area watered was 4,037 acres, and there
has been o gradual increase ecach year until
in 1927-28 the area was 5,136 acres. There
is also a gradual decrease in the cost per
acre of watering these areas. That is a
good sign.

What I want to point out to hon. members
is the wonderful production from the Inker-
man citate by means of irrigdtion. From
time to time hon. members opposite have
referred to the cost of the scheme. I want
them to realise that this year the Inker-
man  mill  estimates  to erush 160,000
tons of cane from this area, and,
taking that product at a money value
of £2 per ton, we have a very high
value indeed, and, if we estimate it over
a period of two years, the cost of the scheme
is more than met. Not only is prosperity
created round about Inkerman. but pros-
perity is created elsewhere by the increased
traffic on our railways from the carriage
of sugar; and work is created by the loading
of the sugar and by the value in general
available to the community. T am one of
those who belicve—and it is quite right in
principle—that the whcle State should carry
a portion of the financial burden of any
irrigation scheme.

Mr. ErpHiNsTONE: Where is the money to
come from?

Mr., COLLINS: The hon. member cannot
get away from the fact of where the money
is coming from. It is coming from produc-
tion, where all money comes from. If hon.
members went into our library and picked
up anyv authority on irrigation, they would
hardly find an irrigation scheme in any part
of the world which is payable. By payable
T mean that it is able to pay interest on the
capital expended.

Mr. FKLPHINSTONE : What about Egypt?
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Mr. COLLINS: In a general kind of way
irigation schemes are payable propositions
just the same as roads. They increase pro-
duction. I remember the time when I had
to stand by in this ITouse for a period of
ten years listening to members of the Opposi-
tion criticising and ridiculing the Inkerman
irrigation heme. The sugar-growers in
that portion of Queensland did not thank the
Opposition for the criticism they hurled at
the scheme. A few years ago there was only
a few people living on the “Inkerman estate.
while, at the present time. we have more
than 1,300 electors on the roll for that area,
which goes to show what has been accom-
plished bv the irrigation scheme.

HoxovRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. COLLINS: The Government can take
a good deal of credit for the increase in
population in that district on account of the
scheme.

HoxouvrasLE MEvBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. COLLINS : The Commissioner and all
those connected with the scheme are also to
be complimented on its success and on the
lowering of costs. I notice that the amount of
coal required to work the machinery has been
reduced, and that there is a considerable
increase in the earnings, compared with the
vears gone by.

Mr. Erpainstoxe: What is this cheap coal
that is being uscd there?

Mr. COLLINS: It is callel “duff.” a
small coal which is supplied from the Bowen
State coalmine at a cheap rate. We can
congratulate ourselves on the success of the
Tnkerman irrigation scheme from a produc-
tion point of view, and also for the prosperity

it has brought to trade in the DBowen
electorate.
Mr. Bruck: No one on the Opposition side

is game to criticise that speech.

Mr. Kerso: Iow much of the
expended has been written off ?

Mr. WARREN (Muwrrwmnba):
afraid of a challenge. The Government have
entered into all their irrigation schemes
blindly.  What did the hon. member for
Bowen prove in his speech about the Inker-
man scheme? He did not prove anything,
except that the Government, through good-
ness of heart, wrote off a considerable capltal
sum, and allowed the scheme to proceed
without being charged with the interest on
that money.

Mr. Bruce: They made it possible for two
sticks of cane to grow where one grew
before.

Mr. WARREN: Allowing that that is so,
can it be disputed that we are over- p10duc1ng
cane? We have thousands of acres of land
on which cane can be grown without artificial
means. It is, therefore, not wise for the
Government to bring in this scheme—engi-
neered by two gentlemen, to say the least of
it. No irrigation scheme in Australia is
doing anvthlng wonderful. The Government
learned a lesson in connection with irrigation
from the gentiemen who have come from
overseas. I am not professing to be an expert

of land suitable for irrigation, but I have
seen land in other States which had no right
to be irrigated. According to the men from
overseas, Queensland may be in a worse
position in that respect. it is quite possible
they are in a worse position. I have no desire
to cry ¢ stinking fish,” as hon. members

capital

I am never
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opposite term it. If we can get irrigation
schemes to work, well and good but the
Government should not become m\olved in
the expenditure of large sums of money on
wild-cat schemes. I do not say that the
scheme should not be tested; but the least
we can o is to test them on a moderate
scale, and not on the extravagant scale that
has been the feature of the past. The
speeches delivered in this House were to the
effect that we were going to have one of the
greatest schemes in the world in the Dawson
Valley scheme, which is now being discussed.
What is it? It is neither one thing nor the
other. It is practically at a standstill, The
Government are starting where they should
have started years ago—they are making a
test of the soil. Fancy embarking upon such
an undertaking without previously making
an analysis of the soil! At Leeton and
Griffiths, in New South Wales, they are
trying to grow rice, and to a certain, extent
tbev are succeodlnfr Hon. members on this
side want to sce dry country irrigated, but
they are not in favour of a huge debt having
to be carried by posterity. All we advocate
is that caution should be shown.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
naturally cautious.

Mr. WARREN : That may be a heritage
of the hon. f)entleman but it 1s not applicable
to his party. (Laurrhtel) Mr. Theodore
forced this scheme upon Parliament against
the wishes of the party.

Mr. BuLcock : What are you talking about?

Mr. WARREN: I am talking about the
Dawson scheme, which it is well known was
forced upon the people of Queensland by a
former Premier, Mr. Theodore. It is time
that we took stock of the situation. We
should ecmbark upon these great schemes
with more caution than has been displayed
hitherto. Last session it was not even Lnow
what the land there was capable of growing
because, when the question was asked in the
House, it could not be stated definitely what
vas intended to be grown in that area.  When
the representative of the Commonwealth
Governnient came to inspect the area, he
could not be told definitely whether the land
would grow lucerne. I have information
that lucerne is growing there. I am not
going to say that it will not grow, but I am
doubtful whether we can got definite infor-
mation to-night that lucerne will grow in
that area. 'lake the Leeton and Griffiths
schemes. That country will grow crops for
a few years, but the soil is too shallow, and
it will become sour and swampy. Unless on
the banks of the rivers and the alluvial flats,
there 1s no country in the area suitable for
irrigation purposes. The Hume scheme is
a different thing aitogether. That land has
been tried for years, and it will stand a
moderate amount of water artificially applied.
There are many places in Queensland where
moderate schemes could have been started
with only a fraction of the work, and there
would be much less danger of their becoming
a big national loss. It is wrong for the
pPOple of the State te be taxed for a scheme
that is not of a national character. The
Dawson Valley scheme is no more of a
national character than are the fruit farms
around Buderim. It is a question of those
settlers working out their own salvation with
the assistance of water. If the Government
are going to charge the consolidated revenue
with the cost of a scheme such as that, we
do not kmow how far it will go. It is.a

Mr. Warren,]

We are
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wrong principle to charge the cost of such
a scheme to consolidated revenue wunless it
is intended to reticulate the water over a
large areca of country, as is done in connee-
tion with the irrigation schemes in Victoria,
Vast tracts of country in the mallee and
Wimmera distriets are watered by those
irrigation schemes. In those disiricts there
are thousands of miles of channelling,

The Secrerary ForR PusLic Laxps: All
concemned in the Initial stages.
Mr. WARREN: These schemes were a

success before the hon. member ever thought
of such a thing. They were started in a
small way, and were extended gradually.
These channels in the first place were for the
purpose of watering dry country, and not
for irrigation purposes.

Mr. Bruce: The Dawson
irrigate the whole of Victoria

Mr. WARREN : Evidently the hon. mem-

ber has never been in Victoria. He should
go down there and take a look round. When

scheme would

T was cuits g voungster these channels in
Victoria were being constructed, and the:
are constantly bﬂmg extended.

18 p.m.] No one will ever object to going
in for a scheme of that descrip-
tion in this State, There is no question that
there is room in Queensland for such an
undertalking.
Mr. C. J. Rvax: You just said there is
no good laud in Queensiand.

AMr. WARREN: It is hard to deal with a
person who will not tell the truth. I said
there are not the deep alluvial soils in
Queensland.  Our soils are just as good for
the purpose; in fact, we have better soils in
Queensland. We have a good deal more good
country in Queensland than any other State.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. WARREN: But I would not say that
it is as good for irrigation purposes. I am
not saying this for political purposes. I
have scen these schemes in the South from
my infancy, and have watched their develop-
ment. I have seen similar schemes in Egypt
and other countriex. If Egypt had the same
soil that we have in Queensland, irrigation
would be a failure there. It is the deep
soil in the delta of the Nile that makes
irrigation such a wonderful success there.

Mr. KELSO (Nundal;: Year after year

the hon. member for Bowen defends the
Inkerman irrigation scheme. He was rather

jubilant this evening when he found the
Opposition had nothing to say about the
Inkerman schom(x The hon. member is

determined whenever possible to uphold that
scheme. I do not blame him for that. but I
do not agree with his arguments. He told us
to-night that Inkerman*is now getting to be
a payable proposition, but any proposition
could be pavable under similar conditions.
Inkerman could be a splendid proposition
if the Government were to write off the
whole of the capital debt, and the hon.
member for Bowen would be jubilang if they
did so.

Let, me show what the Auditor-General has
to say on page 96 of his report with regard
to Inkerman—

“The operations for the yvear disclose
a loss of £13.819 6s. 3d., after debiting
Profit and Toss Account with interest on
Trust overdraft £2.369 6s. 11d., and
interest on loan £17,527 10s. 3d. {includ-

[Mr. Warren.
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ing arrears, £4,277 1lls. 7d.). For the
financial vear 1926-27 the loss on this

arca was £15,860, but this also includes
deferred interest amounting to £4,277
11s. 7d.”

Yet the hon. member is pleased with Inker-
man! To understand Inkerman properly
from the financial point of view, it 1s neces-
sary to go back to its mceptlon On that
the Auditor-General says this—

*“ The accumulated losses to 30th June,

1928, total £40,464 4s, 11d.; to this must
be added deferred Treasury interest
£8.855 and £163,344 written off the

capital cost in June, 1923.”

A total amount of £212,000 has been written
off this famous Inkerman irrigation scheme.

The hon. member for Bowen says that
you caunot expect an irrigation scheme to
pay as an irrigation schente, but you have
to look at the collateral advantage in the
scitlement of 1,300 peopk on the land. If,
instead of going in for some OI their socials

istic schemes, sach as State wild-
cat schemes he Government had devoted
that money which has been written off to

cncouraging industry by advancing it at a
low rate of interest, we would not be crying
out so much about the need for secondary
industries in which to employ the rising
generation, and about mitigating the evils
of uuomploynwnf The hon. member's argu-
ments are absurd in the extreme, and, if
he had any sense, he would keep off Inker-
man,

Myr .Corrixs: I invite you to go up to
Inkerman and make the samne speech there
that yvou are delivering now

ring no

Mr. KELSO: The question is whether it
is true. It cannot do any barm to tell even
the people at Inkerman that they are getting
money at the expense of the State. There is
no reason why there should not be hundreds
of Inkermans under the same conditions.
VWhen the Government launched the famous
Dawson Valley scheme, hon. members oppo-
site talked, not in hundreds of thousands, but
in millions of pounds. It was to be the
biggest artificial lake in the world—every-
thing was to be on the biggest scale. On
another occasion we were told that the Go-
vernment proposed to spend £5,000,000 on
crecting State iron and steel works at Bowen,
Fortunately, these schemes were nipped in
the bud, and, in regard to the State ivon and
steel works, the State has been saved a con-
siderable amount of moneyv. I question
whether the verr able head of the Irriga-
tion Commission “would advocate the Dawson
Valley scheme in its entirety as propounded
at the opening. I believe that the proper
policy of the Government would be to estab-
lish quite a number of moderate-sized schemes
all over Quecensland rather than spend mil-
lions on a scheme in one .part of the State.
We would not have all cur egegs in one
basket.  The Development and Migration
Commission—men who are expert in sizing
up such undertakings—would, I am =ure, bo
only too glad to nelp Quoemland by advanc-
ing some of ihe large sum of money which
is available at 1} per cent., because the ulti-
mate object is to scttle peop}e on the land
from overseas.

Mr. Brree: Good Australians!
Mr. KELSC: These men recommended

that the Government should not be advanced
sufficient money to complete the Nathan dam
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or the Dawson Valley undertaking in its
entirety, but that the Government should be

-cautious  So there is an appropriation of
£100,000 for the purposes of experiment,
and the Government need to get all the

advice they can from experts in order to find
out whether  the e\pend]tme will be of
lasting benefit to the State. I think it is
wrong te launch these huge schemes in any
part of Queensland.

Irrigation can be proflitably extended to
other sections of the State. 1 have heard
the hon. member for Warwick make a very
fine speech pointing out that, with the expen-
diture of a reasouable sum of money, a very
profitable irrigation scheme could be insti-
tuted in the Warwick and Willarney districts.
His arguments were irrefutable. If the
Government are in earnest in desiring to
make irvigation a success in this State, they
should establish schemes in  different por-
tions of Guecnsland to enable the pcople in
ihose arcas to share in the benefits to be
derived.  The Government should not con-
fine their efforts to one particular section
in order to be able to sav that they con-
structed  the largest artificial dam in the
world.

I hope the hon. member for Bowen will
not continue to weary the House by talking
of the great success of the Inkerman scheme,
If we are going to have success with our
ation  schemes. on the same lines of
success as have been achieved on the Inker-
man esiate, then Queensland will be bank-
rupt. I the hon member would only study
the financial side as well as the other side,
he would surelr honestly admit that the
Inlkerman scheme has noi been a success,
bm hm been a great burden to ithe State.

. CorLuxs: It is a splendid success from
tho pomr of view of production. You can-
not understand that.

Mr. KELSO: An irrigation: scheme can
be made a success if the land is suitable and
the burden of labiiity of a huge debt has
not to he carried. ‘\ccordu‘g to the Auditor-
General’s report. this little Hllgatl()ll scheme
has had written off no less than £212,000.
1 am guite certain that, if the Government
were faced with another scheme similar to
that at Inkerman. they would absolutely turn
it down. It would be their duty to do so.
The scheme is in the clectorate of the hon.
mewber for Bowen, and he has to puff it up,
but it is not a good thing for his own Go-
vernment, e p]a(‘o% rhom in a f‘ll:e posi-
tion by boosting the scheme aud speaking of
its success, It iz a most tamentable tailure
from: the financial point of view, and is a
big burden to the State, 110tw1thstdudmg
the fact that rhere are 1,300 people on
Inkerman.

Mpr. TTARTLEY

(Fitzroy): Members of
this party representing the Central and
Northern di\ia}ons are obliged to the last
two speakers for their remarks on the irriga-
tion projects of Inkerman and the Dawson
Valleo. 1 can assure those hon. gentlemen
that I shall preserve their specches, and
quote them during the next clections. They
ave characteristic of the raltry outlook of
those hon, wembers— so characteristic of them
when considericg big schemes for the wel-
§ of the Stats, a factor that assists this
party comn’omblv during clections, Both
these hon. gentlemen miss this point in con-
nection with both the Dawson Valley and
Inkerman schemes,  Prior 1o the applica-
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tion of the efforts of this Government to
those schemes by the establishment of plants
for raising the water and distributing it over
the country, these arcas, as far as Inkerman
is concerned, were practically waste country
and non-productive. Any scheme that will
transform waste country to productive coun-
try and support a populatlon of 1,300 adults
must be pronounced a success, nresp(’ctne
of the financial position. The figures quoted
be the hon. member for Nundah were wrong,
The sum of £163,000 was the amount of
capital cost written off the Inkerman irriga-
tion scheme. The hon. member adds up the
interest that would have been earned if it
had been paid. 'The fact remains that,
owing to the action of this Government in
establishing these irrigation works, there is
a big increase in m‘cductlon and a great
number of people have now contented, happy
homes on that arca.

As regards the hon.
rumba’s remarks about the
scheme, the Dawson Valley
good tract of country for raising cuttle. It
had the big disadvantage that, at certain
periods and seasons, it was subject to big
inundations and big floods, and that, at other
periods, it suffered from scvere droughts.
It could only produce cattle, and there was
always a danger when the herds were at their
greatest point, and when evervthing seemed
to be going vight, that a drought would
come and half the cattle would be lost.
That meant a big loss in wealth. and many
people have bwen ruined in the Dawson
Valley, although it has the advantag: of
having one of the biggest rivers in Auetraha
if vou take it >1!1::1y, Owing to the action
of thiz Government. a big safeguard will be
made annually in the cattle industry against
drougbt as against that tremendous loss that
occurs every five or six years when drought
comes. Is it not worth something to spon.l
£1.000,000 or £2.000.00G on a scheme to make

insurance against droaght. to increase the

member {for Mur-
Dawson Valley
vas always a

‘cattle wealth which was only cattle before

into better cattle and into produce? Tt is
all very well to say, “ What does the country
grow?” QOue hon. member wanted to know
the dopth of the :oil. What is the use of
measuring it when you can soe the soil in the
biggest river for a depth of 30 or 40 feet?
Bofoxc the hon. member could get a grind-
stone out of the pyramids. he would want
to drill the pyramid to sec if there was
enough stone for what he wanted. That is
about the measurc of his mind.

T hope there will be no hesitation on the
part of the (lovernment to proceed with
this scheme. It docs not matter about the
report of the Development and Migration
Commission This Government decided to
proceed with the scheme long before Mr.
Theodore became Premier. One of the main
men in advocating this scheme was the
gentleman who sits in front of the hon.
member for Muorrumba on the Opposition
beneh—a former membsy of this par the
hon. member for Normauby., It was one of
the main planks in the 1915 election, and
the Central members agreed that they would
push for a big system of irrigation on the
Dawson Valle That was for two main
reasons—a  kig sottlement, and agricultural
production to provide agricultural wealth
and fodder for the West and Central disirict,
and also as an insurance against drought.
T hope that the Government will not ho%ltate
or monkey about with anybody’s opinion.
We have our own opinions and have our

Ur. Hartley:)
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men working on it, and what money can be
made available will be made available to
push the work on actively and energetically,
because in that way great losses will be
avoided, aund capital e¢xpended which is not
earning interest will then earn intevest.

Resolution 77 (Department of Public Lands
—Irrigation and Water Supply Commission)
agreed to.

Resolutions 78, 79, and 80 agreed to.

Resolution 81—*“Department vf Labour and
Industry (Balunce of Vole) 7—

Mr. KELSO (Yundah): The Industrial
Arbitration Act ¢an be dealt with under
this vote. On a previous occasion I asked
some questions with reference to the duties
which 1t is incumbent upon the judges of the
Board of Trade and Arbitration to perform.

Mr. Burcock: You made a specch.

My, KELSO: I may have made a speech,
as the hon. member suggests, but I also
asked a question, and the answer given was
not =atisfactors. We are paying a large
sum of money to three gentlemen who ave
charged with certain duties, and I think the
time has arrived when they ought to carry
out those duties.  These gentlemen were
appointed under the Industrial Arvbitration
Act Amendment Act of 1925, and they took
office under certain conditions. The Act
says they have to do certain things., When
the measure became law the judges were new
to their positions, and it can be understood
that leniency would have to be extended to
thex*xn_that they would have to be given
time, just as, we will say, the Bruce-Page
Government will have to bhe given time.

Mr. BrUCE: They ought to be
“rime all right. (Laughter.)
My, KELSO: They naturally were given
time on big questions, and I think that in
a month or two we will see the effect of
that. But do we see much effect from the
work of the judges on the bench of the
Board of Trade and Avbitration? They
are called together. thev have their confer-
ences, and they give -their decisions: but
they are not paid a large salarv of £2.000
a vear simply to decide cases in the courr.

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not pro-
pose to allow the hon. member to make an
attack on judges.

Mr. Morean : It is not an attack.

The SPEAKER: T am the judge of that.
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

. Mr. KELSO: The Act says that these
judges shall make reports on certain things.

propose to show that the reports that
sl}ould have been made have not been made.
Under section 5 of the Act of 1925 it is
provided that the administrative functions
of the Board of Trade and Avbitration
shall be—

“To acquire and disseminate know-
ledge on all mafters connected with
industrial occupations, with a view to
improving the industrial relationships
hetween emplovers and workers and com-
bat the evils of unemployment ;”’

I do not see much fruits of that—

“To collect and publish information
relating to or affecting industrial con-
ditions;”

We have not seen any of that—

“To propound schemes for welfare

work and report to the Governor in

[#r. Hartley.
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Council on all matters relating to such
work and to the insurance of employees.
against loss or injury caused by unem-
ployment, sickness, accident, or indus-
trial diseases;”’
The second part of that was already in
operation. Then we have about the only
thing that tliey have done—

“To report on any matter referred to-
it as to the prices of commodities or
services and as to whether or not mono-
polies or trade rings exist for the pur-
nose of unfairly keeping up the prices of
commodities;”’

Then I have not seen any report about this—

““T'o report upon the productivity of
industries, the number of employees in
any industry. and the effect or probable
cffeet of the regulation of the conditions
of any industry upon such productivity ;’*

Then they are supposed—

*To consider and report upon the
industrial efficiency of the community,
the organisation of the labour market
and opportunities of emplorment, and
21l questions yelating to unemploy-
ment:”’

We are still in the dark as to what their
views .are in that regard—

“ To collect and publish from time to
time stafistics of vital, social, and indus-
trial matters and ou labour. employment
and uncmiplovment in specific industries
and on other preseribed matters:

* To encourage and assist in the cstab-
lishment in different industries of mutual
welfare  committees and  industrial
councils, and of subsidiary shop com-
mittees for individual enterprises;”’

We oare still in the dark as to what they
think on that—

“To encourage and assist schemes for
mutual co-operation between ewmployers
and emplovees;

“ To encourage and assist in the estab-
lishment of hostels for women workers
and workmen's clubs and libraries;”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are vou.
making your speech by reading from the
statute ?

Mr. KELSO: I am stating what the duties:
of the judges are.

Mr. Bruce: I think they will all resign:
to-morrow when they know what they are.
(Laughter.)

Mr. KELSO : Hon, members on the other
side do not like it. They introduced the
Bill with a flourish of trumpets, and said
they were going to enlarge the opportunity,
as they called ir, of the judges to do certain
work., They have also

“ To report aud advise on schemes for
the better housing of the people; and
to consider and report upon any other
matter referrved to iv by the Minister.”

I would like to know whether the Minister
has suggested to the Board of Trade and
Arbitration that he wanted it to report on
other matters, These are things we want
to know. This Board of Trade and Arhitra-
tion costs the State a considerable sum of
money. and hecause it wus going to cost
a considerable sum of money the Govern-
ment of the dav said, “ We arc going to
put men in there capable of carrying out
the work.” I am not calling into question
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the ability of these gentlemen, but T want
o know why it is that these reports, which
should have Dbeen made available to the
public, are not furnished by the Board of
Trade and Arbitration, and I want the
Minister to explain what his procedure is
going to be, Is he going to suggest to the
members of the Board of Trade and Arbitra-
tion that tlicy have certain functions to per-
form, =a majority of which have been
neglected? Is he going to ask the Board of
Trade and Arbitration to furnish Parlia-
ment with reports on the various matters I
have mentioned? Is he going to ask the
Board of Trade and Arbitration to dissemi-
nate information on these vital economic
questions which the members ars supposed
to have the ability to go inte? I would
suggest that the hon, gentleman should do
that so that the State will get full value
for the moncy paid to these gentlemen. T
am not saying that they have deliberately
neglected  their job, but there is a fair
amount of commeast cutside as to what the
Poard of Trade and Arbitration ought to
do, =ud. until thev bave made an effort to
carry out the dutles laid down by the Act,
thev ave not cavrving out the functions for
which they are patd. They have had a good
breathing-=pace, and the time has now
arvived when ther ought to be asked to carry
out. as far as pos:ible, the duties specified
i1z the Acy under which they were appointed.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXND
INDUSTRY {Hon. D. A, Gledson, Ipswich):
I want to point out to the hon. member that,
under the Act, ihe Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration has two functions—one judicial and
oune administrarive. It is a judicial body
appointed bv Parliament, and it carries out
ity judicial work, heing respons:ible only to
Parliament in that respect. If the hon.
gentleman does not kuow that, he ought to
know it. Certainly the Act does provide
for wide administrative powers, and the Go-
vernment, if they so wish, could ask the
Board of Trade and Arbitration to inguire
into any matter—such as the housing of the
people and o forth. )

Mr. Krrso: It says they ““shall ” do so.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : If it is necessary to inquire
into these matters, we have a body competent
to do the work. However, we have a proper
housing scheme in Queensland now, and the
Government see no necessity to refer that to
angbody,

Mr. Kerso: Why put it in here?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : It is there if it is necessary,
but it is not necessarv because, under the
Workers” Dwellings Act and the Workers’
Homes Act, we provide a proper housing
scheme for the people of Queensland. The
hon. member will find that a report has
been received under the Profiteering Pre-
vention Act, and, if he reads that report,
he will see what work the Board of Trade
and Arbitration has been doing in Queens-
land. The Board of Trade and Arbitration
deals not only with the wages, hours, and

conditions of the workers, but
[8.30 p.m.] also with any matter that may

arise between employer and em-
ployee or between the retailer and the con-
sumer. What has been the result? The resuls
is that Queensland, although for the last two
or three yeurs going through the most severe
drought in the history of the State, is in
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the fortunate position of having the lowest
cost of living of any State in the Common-
wealth,

Let us sce whether the board has func-
tioned in the interests of Quecnsland. The
best we can do for the workers of any State
is to keep the cost of living within reason-
able bounds, because it means a great deal to-
them if the cost of living is kept down and
not allowed to rise to such a height as to
prevent them from living comfortably under
the standard fixed by the board.

Ay, Krnso: You are labouring something
which I admitted.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Tha Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration presented a report showing that at
the end of June last, taking the index figure
of £1 as the basis in 1911, the cost of living
in the different capital cities of the States
at 30th June last was—

£ s d
Brishate 111 2
Melbomme 114 9
Hobare 113 3
Adelaide 115 5
Sydnes 117 1
Porth 115 4

showing that Queensland is in an advan-
tageous position under the operations of the
Board of Trade and Arbitration, so far as
i st of living is concerned.

;e show the improvement in the pur-
- power of the £1 during that par-
termm,  Take the capital cities for
fosa and groceries for rthe June quarter of
1528. Taking the period from March, 1920,
during which time practically the Board of
Trade and Arbitration has been in opera-
tion. the amount in Brisbane has been
reduced from 40+, 4d. to 33s. 56d.  There
has been an improvement in the purchasing
value of the £1 during that time of 6s. 11d.

My, Krrso:
for?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : The hon. member for Nundah
asked what the Board of Trade and Arbitra-
tion is doing.

Mr. Kriso: I told you that they were
doing that.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY: When @I point out what the
Poard of Trade and Arbitration has done,
the hon. member wants to know why I am
giving him this information,

Mr. Kenso: Tell us about something else.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I will answer the hon. mem-
ber’s question in my own way. The improve-
ment during that term was—

What are you stonewalling

s, d.
Queensiand 611
Sydney 5 8
Perth 3 5
Adelatde 12
Hobart 19

while Victorta--the State hon. members oppo-
site are always crowing about-——went back
to the extent of 3s. 9d. That is the position
in regard to the improvement effected during
the years the Board of Trade and Arbitra-
tion has been in operation.

I want to point out that the latest figures
given by the (ommonwealth Statistician
show that the sum of £4 5s. (the basic wage

Hon. D. A. Gledson.])
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in Queensland) is equivalent to the following
amounts in the other States:—

£ s. d.
Tasmania .. 8 4
Western  Australia 4 2
South Australia 414 0
Victoria .. 414 5
New South Wales 419 5

That shows the position we are in in connce-
tion with the Board of Trade and Arbitra-
tion. There is a very important report which
has been submitted by the Board of Trade
and Arbitration to this House, which shows
what has been done by the board to improve
the conditions of the workers in Queensland.

The hon. momber for Nundah raised the
.question of unemployment and statistics.
Something has been done along that line.
A statistical survey has been made by the
Government.

Mr, KErso:
Government,

I am not talking about the
but about the Board of Trade
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The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : A statistical report has been
obtained with regard to unemployment.

Mr. Kerso: From the Board of Trade and
Arbitration?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Not from the Board of Trade
and Arbitration. The Board of Trade and
Arbitration has all these figures submitted
te¢ it. The statistical survey as at the 3lst
March, 1928, discloses the following :-—

Number emploved on the 3lst

March, 1528 151,937

Number unemployed on the
31st Mavch, 1928 11,687
163,624

(Notk.~~Domestic labour 1in private
homes is not included.)

The statistical survey for the quarter ended

and Arbitration. 31st March, 1928, resulted as hereunder :—
Permanently employed . .. e 126,946
Casually or part time employed .. . ‘e 78,488
—_— 200.434
Domestic labour 34,387
——— 23{8%1
Unemployed registered at Lab Exchange .. .. .. .. 11.687
P1O¥ g abour Exchanges : 246,508
Number unewmployed on account of dlaablllﬁ, sickness, old
age, and other causes . 36,119
Number of employers . . . 23,618
Number who Work on their own account and who do not .
employ labour .. .. 64,872
Dependants, ministers of Iehg]on perions of mdependent .
means, inmates of \harltable and rehglous mstltutlons
ete. .. . . . . .. . .. 532,002
Estimated population of the State as at 31st March, 1928 .. 903,119
TR
The Board of Trade and Arbitration makes  lation in 1907, he said that under it there
every effort to provide for all contingencies. would be no more strikes. ILast year there
1t is _doing a tremendous work, Whenever were thirty strikes, or two and a-half a
a call is made its membors are ready to  month. Huge sums have been lost through

zo from one cend of Queensland to the other,
deal with industrial disputes, and secure
industrial peace. They haxe done wonderful
work in this respeet. 1t is ounly when it is
regarded with a fair and unbiassed mind that
their work is realised. 1 think that replies
cifectively to the hon. member for Nundah.

Mr, Kgrso: It is a bit of special pleading.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : There is no need for special
pleading, because the people know  what
they are doing. In Queensland we have had
more Industrial peace and less time lost
through strikes than any other State, as the
statlstlu of the Commonwealth Statistician
show. We are in a better position to have
ouy diapnt(‘ dealt with expeditiously than
any other State, and I do not think anyone
can say a word against the work of the
Board of Trade and Avrbitration.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mireni): 1 am very much
afraid that, in \])no of what the Minister
has told us, the opinion throughout the com-
munity is that the board has not justified
its exastence, Quite apart from the question
raised by the hon, member for Nundah, I
say that, as an industrial tribunal, it has
not ,ustlﬁeo its existence. Nobody can say
that it has been able to enforce its awards.
Nobody c¢an say that there has not been
considerable  industrial  strife  under its
regime, although swhen the late Mr. David
Bowman supported the industrial legis-

[Hon. D. A, Gledson.

direct action, and throughout Australia,
where the 10g1~]at1011 is on similar lines. all
our zhipping has been in chaos for years.

Huge sums have been lost to the producer
and to the consumer through direct action:
but the Government were utterly incapable
of enforcing the law. I do not know whether
the fauit Los with the Board of Trade and
Arbitration, with the Act under which it
functions, or with the Government, who
should enforce the law. However. the facts
are a3 1 have stated. I am dealing now with
only one branch of production—the sugar
industry—the one with which I am best
ecquainted. It is a very modest computa-
tio1 l() say that vear after year the producers
have lost” a shilling per ton of cane as the

result of direct action methods, amounting
on the 1927 crop to approximately £177.000.
T'he loss in the South Johnstone mill avea in
one vear through direct action, first on the
part of the millworkers, then on the part of
the railway workers, and then on the part of
the waterside workers, amounted to £56,000,
which had to be borne by a limited number of

farmers who suppliced cane to the mill. That
peaition has continued for reavs. and would
be continuing now were it not for the fact

ihai the waterside calling was placed under
Foderal control as from 10th September last.
Previously there were continual holdups, and
no attempt made to prevent them. When
the Premier was appealed to he weakly
replied that he could not make men: work.
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Contrast his attitude with that of the Prime
Minister. No one suggested that he should
make men work; but we did say that the men
who wished to work should be protected by
the Government. After the settlement of the
South Johnstone strike, which was brought
about by direct action, which was at first dis-
countenanced by the umon condemned by the
Government, and declared an illegal sirike,
the workers who had complied with the
award—they were members of unions—were
driven from the district, and their portraits
were circulated so that thev could not secure
employment throughout Australia.

Mr. Hartiey: That always happens to
loyalists.

Mr. SWAYNE: Mr. Bruce is taking care
that it will not happen this time. The awards
have been continually flouted by the rank and
file and by the officials. In dealing with the
South Johnstone dispute, the President of the
Board of Trade said—

“ We think the time has now arvived
for the board to make a definite order
in this matter. We did not invite the
unions, Mr. Riordan, to submit the terms
to the South Johnstone strikers. Their
insolent veply ix only what might have
been expected.”

In the face of that statement. will anyone
<laim that the law has not been flouted by a
few for whom so much has been done?

At Cairns, after the award was made, the
watersiders took a ballot on the following
guestion : —

“ Are you in favour of accepting the
decision of the Board of Trade, delivered
on 3lst August, 19287

That discloses the absolute contempt with
which the board has been treated by the
people for whose benefit it was created.
The SECRETARY FOR DuUBLIC WORKS:
tie farmers take a. secret ballot on
Dickson award?

Mr. MAXWELL:
said that?

Did
the

How many times have you

Mr. SWAYNE: I have two proofs of the
manner in which the Minister has adminis-
tered this Act. At the beginning of this

session I drew his attention to the illegal
strikes taking place in the Northern seaports.
and asked him whether section 65 of the Act
was first complied with. That section requires
that due notice of a strike must first be
given. The hon. gentleman replied that he
did not know that there was an illegal strike
in »rogress, yet I have the reports of two
1ndu<t1ml magistrates at two of those ports
stating that there were illegal strikes, Iivi-
dently the Minister does not know what is
happening in Queensland.

There has been a decided loss of efficiency
under the Board of Trade and Arbitration
which malkes for heavier costs on the pro-
ducm\ A report from Cairns stated—

“For the period to 30th March, 1927.
the associated shipping companies at
Cairns paid £53.438 9s. 8d. in wages to
the waterside workers for handling 188,363
tons  In the same period in 1928 the

wages amounted to £62.451 0s. 6d. for
the handling of 194,580 tons. Allowing
for the increased tonnage, companies
paid an ‘amount exceeding £7.000 on

account of loss of ofhmcnm bxoLwht about

by the variation.’
All through the same thing obtains. Again.
I {ind that thox raised the question of w hether
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they would grant the request of Mr. Dunstan,
a member of the Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration, who asked them to give a guarantee.
Mr. Dunstan went up therc on one occasion
to settle one of those interminable disputes
constantly taking place at that time. In
view of such happenings as these, am I not
justified in saying that, so far as "the enfore-
mg of their awards and gaining the respect
of those they are supposed to hold jurisdiction
over, these men hold the Board of Trade
and Arbitration in absolute contempt? To
be successful, arbitration must be adminis-
tered with cqual-handed justice to both
parties in the matter. That has never hap-
pened in Queensland. Queensland has gained
unenviable notoriety through this, I have
read the award for waterside workers given
by Judge Beeby in the Commonwealth Arbi-
tration Court, and I find that he is con-
stantly referring to what has taken place in
Queensland and to the position here. Speak-
ing of how the award has been flouted and
tho way the provisions of the award are
being ignored throughout the whole of Aus-
tralia, and more particularly in Queensland,
he states—

“In the case of Rockhampton there
are some glaring instances. For example,
the rules prescribe five hours’ notice
beforc picking up labour, forbid any
work under any Clrcumstan(*eq on Picnic
Day, limit the sling to nine bags in the
case of wheat, dictate what men a single
or double gang shall comprise. Tt does
not seem to be fair that while there, as
hero. the employers are, under agree-
ments, bound to give preference to
members of the union on the lines of
the agreements, they should be coerced
by the branches to submit to provisions
which are not in the agrcements nor in
any award of any court.”

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): Mr. Speaker, I
rise to a point of order. Is the hon. member
for Mirani in order in reading through a
report by a so-called judge in a voice that
the Chamber cannot hear?

OpposITION MEMBERS : 8it down !

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member is in order in quoting from a report
that is pertinent to the question under dis-
cussion,

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani):
not justified its existence.

Further on Judge Beeby points out—

“ It is now necessary to consider the
motives behind this policy. Employers
in every port admit that 80 per cent.
of the workmen are capable men who
follow the occupation regularly as their
meang of livelihood, and who, if lefe
alone, will work peacefully under awards.
The workmen, however, attempt to
justify breaches of the award, by stating
that they run the risk of union fines
unless they obev local rules and the
directions of their branches.”

The board has

’

It will be seen that an irresponsible power
has been created amongst themselves that
claims to be superior to the law of the land.
We know that these awards are a part of
the Act under which they are made, and
are rvead in conjunction with the Act: yetd
we find men. particularly in Queensland.
who evidently hold the opinion that the
law does not apply to them.

Mr. Swayne.
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They have done a most unfortunate thing
in the crisis that has lately arisen. The
waterside workers enjoyed great privileges,
and so long as they subscribed to the rules
their conduct was not questioned; but, after
having reached a stage when it meant that
either their organisation had to succeed or
the Commonwealth suffer, the Common-
wealth authorities intervened. I must say
that the way the trouble was handled by the
Federal Government compares more than
favourably with the action of the Queensland
Government and the Quecensland tribunal.

Furtherniove, the subject of preference is
open to que~t10n ‘Every reasonable man will
sgree that, if preference is to be granted, it
will have to be granted in such a manner
that a monopoly will not be given in such
an important class of work as waterside
work, For the sake of the community cer-
tain conditions will have to he prescribed,
becanse, unless the work is carried out, the
community will starve. Before a monopol"
of that class of work is given to any section,
it is cssential and it is only fair that they
should bhe called upon to give an assurance

thit they are mnot going to abuse that
monopoly. I take that stand whether the
monopoly be one of capitalists or one of

workers.  because the

protected at all times.
this case has been abused, and, if it s fo be
granted in fature, then the public will have
to be Tamply \ifOO‘lIdldCd We know that
the position in Quoonxlanu has been such
that the produrer could not fatten a beast,
grow a bushel of wheat, a bushel of maize, or
a ton of cane and, after going to the expense
of plodncmg the article, be sure that it
would be marketed.

Mr. BRUCE interjected.

Mr. SWAYNE: I cannot hear the hon.
n:ember, but am I to understand that he
approves of that state of things? If hon.
members opposite approve of that kind of
thing, we leave it to the producers to deal
with them at the next election. The position
should be made clear. Although hon. mem-
bers opposite represent districts where the
trouble has arisen and where the farmers
have all turned out to assist, we never hear
of any of them assisting when there has been
any trouble of the kmd and produce has
been held up. They are quite prepared to
see the producer go down.

Is it a fair thing that people who do not
hold certain pohtwal opinions should be
forced to subscribe to political funds or go
without a job? I believe in unionism, but
polities should be kept out of it. I recognise
that organisations of the kind are necessary
and desirable, but, as T have already said, the
common rights of the community and the
conscience of the individual have to be con-
served. In the Brisbane ‘ Telegraph” of
10th October, 1928, this paragraph appeared—

“ The Queensland Trade Union Con-
gress ended yesterday. One of the reso-
lutions adopted at the final session urges
that Labour Councils and the Austral-
astan Council of Trade Unions under-
take the immediate organisation of a
delegation to Russia, to leave Australia
in the first quarter of 1929.”

If members of a union do not subscribe to
Bolshevist doctrines, they should not be com-
pelled to contribute towards the cost of
sending a delegation to Russia. Those who
believe in it should be perfectly free to do
as ther l'ke. but those who do not subscribe

[Mr. Swayne,

community must be

The monopoly in
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to these doctrines should not be compelleu
to devote part of their carnings towards the
furtherance of Bolshevist views. What ught
has anyone to say to the individual, “ You
must join our body, otherwise you will not
get work, and, whether you agree to the
political creed or not, you will have to
subscribe to the pOllthd,I funds of the party.”
If preference is to be given, the public must
be protected from tyranny of that Kind.
What I have said illustrates the position
as regards the Board of Trade and Arbi-
tration and also raises the question as to
whether the Act requires amending., 'Those
who come under the Act should be com-
pelled ro abide by the decisions of the Beard
of Trade and Arbitration. and
direct action should cease. That
would be better for the country
at large and for the workers. It is only
common sense that those who go to a court
should not have the right to take the law
into their own hands.  That should apply
both to employers and emplovees, just as in
the case of individuals they are not allowed
to take the law into their own hands; thes
should  all abide by the decision of the
court.

Mr. BRUCE (Wennedy): It is rather diffi-
cult to hear wmany of the remarks of the hon.
wember who has just resumed his seat, but
apparently he dealt with Federal as well as
Hrate avbitration matters,  In his remarks
he atrempted to blame the workers of Quecns-
land for the industrial upheaval which is
creating so much loss and trouble to the
sugar-growers and other producers in Quec

[9 p.m.]

s

fand. 1 do not intend i¢ allow those remarks
to 2o by without contradiction. The Prime
Minisrer recently sald that he deeply ve-

gretted the fact thar thix chaos and upheaval
was  taking place during the harvesting
season of Australia. Ie himself is respon-
sible for its taking place during that timse.
1lis Government have been in power for
three years. and, if they belicved it was
necessary to make an alteration in the arbi-
tration award, it was quite possible to have

done that during the slack scason, when
the harvesting was not in operation. What
happened? After six vears of control, what

is known as the Beeby Award was finulised
some months ago. but the operation of the
award was put forward to 10th September—
right in the middle of the wool season and
lhn harvesting of sugar in Queensland, as
well as in tho middle of the wheat harvest
in other States, Then we have the announce-
ment of the Federal elections on 17th Novem-
ber, after 10th September is notified as the
time for the commencement of the operation
of the award. The Waterside Workers’
Union advised its members to return to work.
The men, as a whole, did not obey that
advice, and tried to drive out the moderate
men in the Waterside Workers’ Union. The
Federal Government fined the executive of
the union £1,000—definitely to keep up this
industrial turmoil for election purposes. and
without any care or thought for the primary
producers of Queensland or Australia as a
whole.

An Oprosiriox MEMBER : You do not believe
that.

Mr. BRUCE : It is not a question of believ-
ing; it is a question of knowing. After fining
the executive £1.000, it was known that there
was every likelihood of the men returning to
work, in Brisbane in particular, and urgent
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wires were then sent through that the Trans-
port Workers Act had been introduced in the
Commonwealth Parliament. Why? In order
to keep those workers out as long as they
could, and to hold up the industry of this
State and of Australia as a whole. They
cared nothing for the primary producers or
worried over the sugar-growers. They would
destroy them all for political purposes. They
are wreckers of this country.  When the
Transport Workers Act had been effective
in keeping the men out for a longer period,
what do we find? We have a further move
to cut out the preference clause in the
arbitration award-—definitely done for the
purpose of bringing out the workers again to
carry on this industrial dispute till 17th
November, if possible, The prefercnce was
cut out.  After the men had gone back. at
the suggestion of the Prime Minister as well
as the Federal Arbitration Court, the pre-

ferential conditions were cut out of the
award. They said, ** You exn go back under
the Beeby Award.”  They ultimatelv went

back under the Beeby
some delay.

Award, although after

After they had taken away the preference,
they introduced, or endeavoured to introduce,
a weckly system instead of the 1)10\«1]111"‘
system in order to try to force the workers
to remain out longer and to carry out the
strike and industrial turmoil as near as
ible to the 17th Novemboer. In the
wier ” the other dav we read that the
Prime Minister =aid., ** My eantagonizm to
unionisn is that there are extremists in the
union rauks 7-—lis antagonism To unionism !
In bis poliey speech he said, * Ladies and
gentlemen, I have to admit that there are

extremists on both zides.” Buat, whilst he is
antagonistic to unlonism. he has vet to
declare his antagonism to the employers.

The fact 1s that Judge Beeby has gone out
of this dispute. Judge Dethridge now handles
it—it is no longer the original Becby award.
Prior 1o the award there was a dispute at only
one port—{(lairns, Otherwise the harvesting
of the sugar was being carried on. The wool
and wheat in other States were being taken
to the market. It was the introduction of this
award that upset the conditions that existed.
It has been said that the State award was
incorporated in the Federal award.
Mr. Swayxe: George Lawson said that.

Mr. BRUCE: Generally speaking, that is
correct, but the conditions which the water-
side workers enjoyed-were largely the result
of agreements between the workers and the
employers in the different ports of Queens-
land, which were npot incorporated in the
State award, so that by the incorporation
of the State award in the TFederal award ail
these beneficial conditions were cut out, It
took quite a lot from the waterside workers.

Mr. EpwarDS: You do not know what vou
are talking about.

Mr. BRUCE: When I look ai the intelli-
gent face of the interjector, I wonder whether
1t is my cyes that are failing or my hbrain.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS :
Mr.

Your brain.

BRUCE : I leave these smaller matters
and get back to the subject. We have this
matter raised under a law by which they
legalise Chinamen to take the place of white
Australians. (Opposition dissent.) Hon.
members know 1t is true. There is no com-
parison between what the Federal Avbitration
Court has done and what our State Court—
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which hon. members opposite criticise—has
done. Hon. members opposite call the Prime
Minister *‘ Uncle Bruce.”” They should put
three balls over the place where he is living,
because, having been brought up as a seller
of rags, he naturally sells everything he can,
although it may belong to the people. He
sells the Commonwealth line of ships, the
Commonwealth woollen mills, and anything
that is of value to the peoplo of Australia.
Make no mistake, the sugar-growers of the
North uaderstand the positiou.

Mr. npwarps : What abous the dairymen?

Mr. BRUCK: The hon, member was
brought up on milk, and has lived on it
ever since. He is still a baby. Perhaps that
explains why the hon. member is so soft.

Getting away from our milk-fed baby, the
sugar-growers understand thoroughly what
has been done. They have gone down to the
different ports 10 obtain the sacks necessury
for the bagging of their sugar and have
loaded the sugar on to the boats. No antagon-
ism  has been shown by the waterside
worlkers. There has been no friction between
these men on this cccasion, They thoroughly
underatand this ime that the Federal Go-
veiument are cxleavouring to victimise them
through the machinery of the Federal Avbi-

tration Court, and they realise that the
Federal Govermnent have overstepped the
murk.

DEACON (Cunninglam): After listen-

111&, to the hon. member for Kenneds, one can
casily see he has a very short memory. He
forgets the part that his Government  took
when the sugar-growers were in difficulties
Jduring the hal\osumr period last year. What
did they do in comnection with the dispute
at South Johnstone? The Board of Trade
and Arbitration said that the men were in
the wrong. An award was made. Some hon.
members opposite who voted for the estab-
lishment of the court backed the men in their
actions. Not only did the men strike against
the award of the court, but, when the unions
advised them to go back, fheu would not go.
This was right in the middie of the sugar
scason. Hon. members opposite advised the
men to hold out, and, when there was no
prospect of a settlement, the Government
stepped in and sacked all the railwaymen in
the country, whether they were prepared to
work or not. They “ fired ”” them all. Where
was the concern on the part of hon. members
opposite for the primary producer then?
Where was the hon. member who has just
been speaking so blatantly? Xe never did
care twopence for the primary producer.
When we remember that strike and hear all
the humbug that we have heard to-night, it
makes onc wonder whether the hon. gentle-
man has a memory at all. Let him recall
his own actions. Does he remember the time
that he advised his members to defy the
court? Is there any sincerity in his boosting
of arbitration? 1s there anything in his
statement condemning the Federal Govern-
ment? The Federal Government have done
a good deal for the workers of Queensland.
The Beeby award is a fair award. Not a
single member opposite has ever said that it
was not. They have not been able to show
any part of it that is unfair to the men, We
have not had any explanation from union
members or leaders or members of the CGo-
vernment as to the direction in which the
award was unfair. If they had played the
part of men, they would ‘have advised the
workers to work under it, instead of leaving

Mr. Deacon.]
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the control of the dispute to irresponsible
men who did not know their business, but
advised the men to go on strike knowing
that they could not succeed. They knew that
there were thousands of men in Brisbane out
of work willing to do any work that they
could obtain, Still, they allowed these men
to go on strilke. Ion. members opposite have
«displayed no sincerity whatever in connection
‘with the Beeby award and the waterside
strike.  They did not play their part as
anion men and as Labour leaders. When
they have done that they can talk to us.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): In both cases
vited by the hon. member for Cunningham
and the hon. member for Mirani attempts
were made to break down unionism.

In the case that came before the Board
of Trade and Arbitration in Quecnsland it
was a case of the manager of the mill
attempting to break down the strength of the
union there by employing foreign labour—
mostly Dagoes, the friends of Mr. Bruce.
Those arc the people they want to flood this
country with, so as to break down the power
of the White Australian unionist and the
conditions under which he lives. That was
the genesis of the South Johnstone strike.
With regard to the present unfortunate strike
on the waterfront, again the same sinister
influences were at work. This Chamber
should consider whether we should pass any
vote for arbitration and conciliation at all,
because the position has gone past that. The
struggle at South Johnstone and the present
waterside struggle have come to a challenge
between the Foderal and State Governments
as to who shall direet the domestic affairs of
the State. That 1s where I am taking my
stand to-night—mnot as to whether the water-
side workers were right or wrong. I say this
deliberately.

My. Kerr: When the men were out on
strike we saw very few Labour politicians
helping them.  You all take to shelter when
they are out on strike,

Mr, HARTLEY: The hon. member evi-
dently does not understand the movement of
Labour politicians. A lot of Labour poli-
ticians gave udvice in this strife, but unfor-
tunately they were ignored. I heard part of
the pwans of praise, and I heard the miser-
able attempt on the part of the hon. member
for Mirani to try to show that this party by
its actions approved of a policy of holding
up the produce of the country. He knew jolly
vell, in spite ¢f his claim, that that is not so;
but he simply runs along in a mumbling
voice when making a speech, and it beats me
bow on earih * Ilansard ™ can get him. FHe
tried to put that over this House. He knows
very well that this Government and this
partr stand for peace and industry so long
as it is an honourable peace with decent
cenditions for those engaged in it.

Let us get back to this question of the
waterside sworkers’ strike. It was deliber-
ately planned. aud the time was deliberately
chosen.  Tirst the Federal Arbitration Act
was altered: then the Beeby award came on
some cight mounths back, but its operation
was portponed.  Amnother factor about it was
that the Queensland waterside workers had
never come before the Federal Arbitration
Court.  After reading the opinions of men
like Sir Samuel Griffith, T doubt whether the
Commonwealth Government have the consti-
tutional power to appoint a Federal court to
fix corcitions and wages in industry. But.
whether they had this constitutional power or

[Jir. Deacon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Swupply.

not, the waterside workers in Queensland,
although part of the Waterside Workers’
Federation of Australia, have always defi-
nitely refused to go before the Federal Arbi-
tration Court, and until this occasion have
never worked under a Federal award. In
spite of that, Judge Beeby decided to include
in his award the waterside workers on the
Queensland coast. It was a deliberate con-
spiracy on the part of the Bruce Government
to bring dislocation to Queensland industry.
Time will prove that that is right.

Let us go a point further. There is a
big similarity between the Beeby award and
the Queensland State award as regards the

waterside workers; but what the hon.
member for Kennedy says is perfectly
correct. The Beeby award wiped out the

usages and customs at ports that were recog-
nised by the Board of Trade and Arbitration.

Mr. Moreax: A good job it did, because
there were more strikes in those ports than
anywhere else.

Mr. HARTLEY:
may know
Mr. Moreax: I do.

Mr. HARTLEY : I do mnot think he does.
T'or instance, one local rule on the water-
front in Queensland was that so many men
work at a sling. If so many men were
working there, then a certain number of
bags were loaded into that sling, and so
many were put down into the hold below.
With that local rule wiped out, it means
that the stevedore in charge simply allocates
as many men as he likes; 1t does not
matter whether the number is four, six, or
eight.

Mr. KErr: Why shouldn’t he?

Mr. HARTLEY: Why not go bhack fo
the Port Arthur days when the convicts
had to carry a weight and were withdrawn
one by one until the remainder weee finally
crushed under it?

Mr. KERR: Nonsense!

Mr. HARTLEY : In Queensland we have
built up by union effort a set of conditions
that are fair for the preservation of the
health and the wellbeing of the workers.
The waterside worlkers have just as much
right to consider the preservation of their
health and their wellbeing as any of your
shipping sharks and combines.

Mr. Morean: They should do a
day’s work for a good day’s pay.

Ay, HARTLEY: 1 do not think the hon.
member could have worked alongside the
feast of them.

My, MORGAN:
us any of them.

Mr. HARTLI'Y : In the mind of the hon.
men:her—yes. There are a lot of people whe
are great workers when they have their
heels up in a chair and a cigar in their
month; but, when they are out on the track
they peter out.

Mr. Krgrr: If vou have their interests at
heart, why do yon not go out and help them
in their troubles?

Mr. HARTLEY : I will be in this fight as
soon as there is a chance of doing any good.
I have never sat back—mnot for any little
* swashbuckler ” like the hon. member for
Enoggera.

The SPEAKER: Order!

The hon. gentleman

good

I have done as much work



L]
Supply.

Mr. HARTLEY When you hear a
chatterbox like the hon. member, well it
-« vou annoyed. When you hear that

ung into this House merely on his
reputation as a veturned soldier, then it
makes you dog-tired. Then to think that

ke sides with the people who are doing the
most to ruin the country—with the man
Bruce. who betrayed the best friend that the
returned soldiers cver had, Billy Hughes!
(Cpposition laughter.) When Hughes came
to an clection and there was a doubt as to
whether he would be opnosed as leader, this
swashbuckler Bruce said, 1 would never
take up the leadership of the party over Mr.
Hughes” vet they were no sooner back than
Pruce was made the leader, and Hughes, who
had left his party to serve them, was chucked

our. This huwbug Bruce came on to smash
down unionisi. Before he smashes i he is
coing ¢ have a bigger fight than ever he put
1 over: ~don’t mdl\e any mistake about
ithar.  ile has won this time; but my
advice to the watersiders is to just take it
ctoady, clhoose their time, hold what they
can, by re-establishing a spirit  of
wolidal among the unions, win back what
thew ¢ lost.

My, Moraax : They have got a beating.

Mpe, HARTLEY: Yes; they are going to
get a hesting—-Brues and men like vou are

aut 1o knock them down as far as ever you
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Mr. Morcax: Ther knocked themselves
dowr.
My, HARTLEY: Ilere is the position in

Brisbane to-day : The Commonwealth Govern-
ment cailed upon the Queensland Govern-
ment to give them police protection, and to

sce that %he law was carried out: and the
big, whining «» hypocrites are themselves
breaking the law to-day. 'lhev beat the

waterside workers in some of the ports of
Queensland. We admit that. Unfortunately,
the waterside workers went in  for the
strike at the wrong time. That docs not
matter., We will not ery about getting
a belting. We can come again. What
is this man who stards for constitutional pro-
cedure—who says that he stands for even-
handed justice between the workers and the
shinping companies—doing to-day? What
are Bmcc and the Judge of the Arbitration
Ccurt doing to-day? Starnding behind the
shipping companies, ToAday, when they
Liave won this fight, they have instituted a
lockout. What was a strike has turned to
a lockout.

Mr., Kerr: There is no lockout.

Mr. MARTLEY : Last weck a majority of
the watorside workers registercd under the
* Dog Act.” and took out licenses. To-day
they went to the proper picking-up place to
offcr for work and they were barred out.

Me. Moreax: Scrve them right!

Mr, BARTLEY: Weoe are glad to know
ihat the Oppesition stand behind Bruce in
the breaking of his own law. There was
tn he no victimisation; when men offered for
work. there was.to be vo discrimination, but

they have diseriminated. Ther have taken in
the “seabs”  There is a special card of
ontiv—rnot the liesnse under the ““ Dog Act ™

or the Transport Workers Act, but a special
tieket is now being issued to the *‘scabs”
and only the holders of these tickets will be
adwnt’red to the picking-up sheds, Although
what is left cf the Beeby award stated that
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there was to be no discrimination and no
victimisation. the waterside workers who
were formerly out on strike are now locked
out. In other words, Bruce refuses to carry
out his own law. We know now who is
standing right behind the shipping companies
i the breaking down of union conditions and
the lowering of wages. My word to the
unionists of Queensland is this: “ After what
has happened ”

Mr. Morcan: It is a better world now.

Mr. HARTLEY : For years and years the
hon. member has taken so much of the cows’
babies” food that he has become like them
in mind and feature. The position is that,
as far as ever he can, Bruce, through the
Arvbitration Court, is going to break down
the conditions of the waterside workers, and
afterwards the Transport Workers Act will
be applied to every other union. It is only a
question of trouble having to come up in
connection with the Carters and Drivers’
TUnion when they wiil override the State
award, and we “shall have the same dis-
location and confusion in that industry in
Guecnsland.  'This Parliament should take
inuncdiate steps to challenge the Transport
Workers Act and also the Beeby award.

There is no excuse now that the waterside

workers are not obeving the court. They
signified their willingness to work, and the
shipping companies are not sticking to the

picking-up places where they have been
chos2n before, showing very clear diserimina-
tion against unionists and favouring * scabs.”
When we consider the position, it is time thas
this Parliament should challenge both those
Aets, and the sooner we do that the better.

At 8.30 p.m.,

The SPEAKER: Tn accordance with the
provisions of Standing Order No. 307. and
the Sessional Orders agreed to by the House
on 26th July and 27th September last, I shail
now proceed to put the resolutions not already
agreed to by the House.

Resolution 81 (** Department of Labour and
Industry-——Balance of Vote’) agreed to.

Resolutions 82 to 88, both inclusive, agreed
to.

WAYS AND MEANS.
ResumprioNn oF {COMMITTEE.

(M r. Weir (Maryborough), cue of the
of Temporary Chairmen, in thi

The SHCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. TForgan Smith, Maclay): I beg
to move

“(a) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His N ajesty, for the
sorvice of the year 192329, a further
sum not exceeding £7,189 626 be granted
ont of the Consolidated Revenue Fund
of Queensland oxclnsive of the moneys
standing to the credit of the Ioan Fund
Account‘,"

“(h) That. towards making
npnlv eranted to His ‘Ifuﬂ\tv
service of the vear 1628- 29 a further
sum not exceeding £3.468 233 be granted
from the Trust and Special “ unds.

“(¢) That. towards making good the
Supply granted to His Maiesty. for the
orvice of the vear 1928-29. a further
sum not exceeding £2,743.658 be grarted

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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from the moneys standing to the credit
of the Loan Fund Accouns.

“{(d) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1927-28, a supple-
mentary sum not exceeding £416,730
15s. 7d. be granted: out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue ¥Fund of Quecnsland
exclusive of the moneys standing to the
credit of the Loan Fund Account.

“(¢) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1927-28, a supple-
mentary swm  not cxceeding £129,672
15s. 10d. be granted from the Trust and
Special Funds.

“(f) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, on
account, for the service of the year

1829-30, a sum not exceeding £2,000,000
be granted out of the ~Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Queensland, exclusive
of the moneys standing to the credit of
the Loan Fund Account.

““(g) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, on
account. for the service of the year 1929-
30, a sum not exceeding £900,000 be
granted from the Trust and Special
Funds.

“(h) That. towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, on
account, for the service of the year 1929-
30, a sum not excceding £600,000 be
granted from the moneys standing to the
credit of the Loan Fund Account.”

At 9.32 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAX took the chair.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHatrMAN reported that the Committse
had come to certain resolutions,

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-mmorrow.

. RECEPTION AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE {Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay). the resolutions were received and
agreed to.

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 2.
FIrsT READING.

A Bill. founded on the resolutions reported
from the Committee of Ways and Means,
was introduced, and read a first time.

RECOND READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W, Forgan Smith, lackay): I beg
+to move—

_““That the Bill be now read a second
time,”

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair)
Clauses 1 to 8. both inclusive, schedule,

and preamble agreed to.
The Housy resumed.

The CuAIRMAN reported the Bill without
amendment.

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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Questions.

THIRD REsDING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hou. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I beg to
move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”’

Question put and passed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. SIZER (Sandgate): 1 desire to make
a personal explanation.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the hon. member for Sandgate be
allowed to make a personal explanation?

HoxoURABLE MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. SIZER: In reference to the report
by Inspector Lipp read by the Home Secre-
tary and his comments thereon, inferring
that I had made certain charges to the police
bearing upon my selection as a parliamentary

candidate, I desire to state that I have never
mtetnewed the police on any such matter. I
have never been 1n a plebiscite. My interview
with Inspector Lipp arose out of my receipt
of a filthy anonymous letter, and I merely
consulted him as a handwriting expert to
get his opinion for my own information. I
did not ask . that any action should be taken,
and the letter remained in my possession.
It is significant that, although this interview
took place nearly three years ago, no report
was made of it until 16th October of this
rear—two davs after I raised the matter of
the Labour plebiscites in this House.

The House adjourned at 9.43 p.m.





