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1244 Architects Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Architects Bill. 

THURSDAY, 11 OCTOBER, 1928. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, :tiaree) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
REVE:NUE FRO}I TOTALISATOR FRACTIOXS. 
Mr. KING (Logan), for Mr. MORGAN 

(Jhtr:lln), asked the Treasurer-
" 1. What was the total amount ro­

ceiYed last financial year from fractions 
from the totalisator? 

"2. \',That was the amount of revenue 
received last year in taxation apart from 
fractions from totalisator·:" 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McConnack, 
Cairns) replied-

" 1. £15,613 13s. 
"2, £4,962,469 4s, lld." 

ScGAR EXPERIMEXT FARO! AT HOiVrE HILL. 
Mr. KING (Logan), for Mr. JYIOORE 

(Aubirm.v), asked the Secretary for Agri­
culture-

" 1. "\Vhat is the area of the sugar-cane 
farm worked by the department at Home 
Hill? 

"2. What area was deyoted to experi­
mental plots? 

" 3. V,That area was doYoted to crops 
for purely revenue purposes • 

" 4. "\Vhat were the expenses and 
receipts in connection with the farm? 

" 5. vVhat were the financial results 
of the area dcYotcd to growing crops for 
purely revenue purposes?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, J:laekay) replied­

" 1. The area of the farm is 204 
acres, of which 56 acres were under cane 
dLll·ing the year ended 30th June, 1928. 

" 2 and 3. The whole area is more or 
less cxperi!YJental, but 3! acres were 
under spec1fic plots. 

" 4. The total expenditure to the 30th 
,J uno, 1928, was £2,758 14s. 1d. and the 
total receipts, £1,800 18s. 1ci. ' 

" 5. Cane was cut from 24t acres, 
returning a gross of £1,430 16s. The 
expenses on account of this year for 
culti va.tion, plants, irrigation, water 
rates, haryestmg, etc., were £973 6s. 8d." 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

table, and ordered to be printed:-
Sixth Annual Report of the Irrigation 

and \Vater Supply Commission. 
Annual Report of the Commissioner of 

Public Health. 

ARCHITECTS BILL. 
INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

(il'Ir. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich) 
for the SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS (Hon. M. J. Kirwan, Brisbane) : I 
beg to move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to provide for the registration 
and to regulate the practice of archi­
tects; and for other incidental purposes." 

This Bill has been a·ked for bv the Institut& 
of Architects for a number o{ vears. and it 
has been decided to introduce· the Bill for 
several reasons. Ono of the n1ajn reasons is 
that architects in Queensland are at a dis· 
advanta:;e with the architects of other States, 
where they have •reciprocit·.- and are pro­
tected under the law. Tber.cfore. the archi­
tects here are unable to practise in the other 
States. This Bill giving them registmtion 
will also give them reciprocity, and they 
will be able to practise in the other States. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: They cannot do that 
now. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
IKDUSTRY: No; they cannot do that now. 
They can only practise in Queensland, 
whereas any a-rchitect registered in any of 
the other States under the law can come to 
Quc<>nsland and practise here. Under this 
Bill there will be reciprocity between Queens­
land and the other States "·here the archi­
tects arc registered, and then architects in 
Queensland who have been trained in our 
schools and colleges, and are quit.c competent 
to go down South, can be registered there 
and take their place with th" loading archi­
tects of the Commonwealth anrl other parts 
of the world. Because they have no regis­
tration at present they ar<:' clebarrocl from 
getting the p•rotcction they have a right to. 
This Bill will give them that right. 

The Bill provides for the establishment of 
a board of which the Government will prac­
tically keep control-the nlPmlwrs of the 
board will not be able to g·ct out of hand 
and do anything to the disadvantage of 
architects and builders here. There will be 
six members of the board. three of whom 
will be nominated by the Gonrnor in 
Council, one by the I~stitut.e cf .c\rohitects. 
and two by the practising architects. The 
board will prescribe the examinations and 
fees and register each architect in the State. 
Those who haYe been practising as architects 
will receive registration under this board 
without further examination. 

Then the Bill provides for a certain period 
of practical work either before or after the 
passing of the measure or partly before or 
partly after: that is to sav, if a man has 
been engaged in this work for hYo y<'ars. he 
will have a further three years to put in, or 
if he has practised for four voars he will 
haYe to put in anothc•r year before he will 
have a right to go in for the examination 
and became a qualified architect. 

The Bill is similar to other measures 
which ha vo been passed to protect profes­
sions, and similar measures arc in;opcration 
i '1 the .Southern States. 

The term of office of the board will be two. 
years. The members can be •reappointed, or 
other individuals can be nominated by ttw 
Governor in Council for election to positions 
on the board. 

There is no need this morning for me to 
give details of the persons who are qualified 
for registration, as they are all sot out in 
the BilL One important feature is that an 
appeal will lie against decisions of the board. 
It may happen that an applicant may be 
turned down by the board, in which case he 
can appeal to the Supreme Court again•t 
the refusal of the board to register him as an 
architect. The board will also have power 
to remove from the register tho names of 
persons who, in their opinion, have proved 
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tv be incompetent or not fit to hold the posi­
tion of architect. Such persons also wlll have 
the right of appeal to the Supreme Court for 
a rehearinO" of the1r cases aga1nst any 
appearance ~of injustice which they think has 
been meted out to them by the board. 

These are the main provisions of the Bill, 
which follows the lines of other measures 
to protect architects and . give !hen: their 
proper standing in Austraha. as IS given to 
architects in the Southern States. 

Mr. H. JI.I. R USSELL: Is there a residential 
qualification 1 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXD 
IXDUSTRY: Xo, a practising qualification. 

Mr. JI.IAXWELL ('l'oowong): I welcome 
the introduction of this Bill. During the 
occupancy of the position of Secretary for 
Public Works by the present Secretary for 
Agriculture I was privileged to discuss With 
him the desirability of such a measure. I 
-did so at the request of the architects, and, 
as the Secretary for Labour and .Industr_.Y 
has pointed out, thb Bill meets with their 
approval. The rights of the public are 
vrotectcd, the rights of the architects are 
<conserved, and the Government. through 
their representation on the board. will r:e 
able to sec that no injustice is done. It B 

a proposal to place the architects of Queens­
land on a similar footing to those m the 
South, and I am. very pleased that the 
CovernmcnL haYc mtrodnced the measure. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL .(Albert).: The Jili!l 
which the 'Ylinister desires to mtroduce IS 

very important. bc-<.Jause anybody who 
engages an architect for building purposes 
puts himself in his hands, and he may be 
oeompetent or incompetent. This measure, 
of course provides that an architect shall 
be a co~petent man. That being so.' !-he 
rights of the pubhc who engage m bmldmg 
·operations are safeguarded. Under those 
-conditions I think that every member of the 
Committee can safely support the measure. 

Mr. HA:\:LO~ (Ithaca) : I trust that 
under the Bill the rights of the public will 
be safeguarded, as has been suggested by 
the hon. member for Albert. I would not 
think it dcsira ble for the Government to 
introduce a Bill to create a vested interest 
among the architects of the State without in 
some ""·'"" protecting the people who are 
compelled to place their b1!ilding oper.ati_ons 
in their hands. On lookmg over Similar 
legislation vvhich has been introduced il'l 
recent '.-cars, I think there has been a most 
important omission inasmuch as no remedy 
has been provided for .people. who do not 
get scn·icr from practitioners m these pro­
tected professions. This Parliament has 
created a vested interest in several profes­
sions, which so operates that the public are 
compelled to put themselves in the hands 
of the members of those profes3ions. If 
those professionai people, through careless­
ness or incfficjency, cause loss or suffenng, 
the public has no remedy. I believe ~hat 
in this Bill some protection should be given 
to the public nnd some penal clauses should 
be included wherreby persons who suffer loss 
through carelessness or inefficiency will have 
a remedy. 

Mr. KrKG: \V ill you make that apply to 
the worker? 

Mr. HAXLON: It does apply to the 
>vorker. 

A GovERK}IEXT YlE}JBER : He gets the sack 
if he is inefficient. 

Question-That it is desirable that the Bill 
be introduced-put and passed. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIR:YHN reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
Resolution agreed to. 

FIRST RF:AD!NG. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Iz;swich): 
presented the Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

Second reading of the Bill made an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

SDPl>J_.Y. 

REsu:viPTION OF Col\IMITTEz-ErGHTH AC>~D 
J:'<INTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(Jir. Polloek, Gr·egory, in the chair.) 

DEPART. ·ENT OF ,JUSTICE. 

ELECTORAL REGISrRATJON. 

Question stated-
" That £33,828 be granted for 'Elec· 

t.oral Registration.' " 

::\Ir. COLLINS (IJ~wr n): I intend to state 
my views on what should constitute a!' ideal 
democracy and how the representat-Ives of 
such a democracv should be elected. Firstly, 
thorn should be· devised the easiest possible 
method that the brain of man can conceive 
of permitting people to be enrolled; 
secondly, it should be a very -difficult matter 
to have names removed from the roll; and, 
thirdly, tho simplest method that can be 
devised by the brain of man should be 
devised for the purpose of enabling people 
to vote, Thev are the vitrtl constituents of 
an ideal democracy to my way of thinki;>g. 
Some time ago I realised from my readmg 
of Grate's " History of Greece" that there 
was a tendency in the Australian Common­
wealth to destroy democracy. In the first 
election held under the preferential system of 
voting for the Commonwealth Parliament 
178,000 informal votes were <cast. No one 
<"an convince me that there were so many 
illiterate people in Australia, and I bAlievo 
that the huge number was due to the com­
plicated preferential system of voting. l 
hav<> supported many new proposals in my 
time, and I hope to live to support a good 
many mor0; but I believe in being very 
careful. vYhile on paper proportional repre­
sentatiDn may appear all right, and the pre­
fercutial system may appeal to some people, 
I have discussed the system of voting in rela­
tion to the Senate elections with many 
pc•ople, but. I hav-e not met one who has been 
able to explain how the final result is sb;ured. 
The person who devised the preferential 
svstem of voting was no friend of ,Australial'! 
democracy. It was ft cunning deYice to 
drstroy democracy. From my reading of 
ancient democracies I know something of 
how thev were destrovcd. Thev were no11 
destroved by one stroke of the pen, but by 
a gra"dual process, such as reducing tho 
number of members of Parliament. This 
is a question which comes under electoral 
registration. There are some hon. members 
who believe that a reduction of the numbe? 

J1 r. C ollins .. ) 
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of members of this Assembly from seventy to 
fifty would accomplish a wondNful reform. 

:Nlr. BRA:l>:D: Hear, hear! 

l\lr. COLLH\S: It may not be necessary 
to have seyeuty-two members of Parliament. 
If you went on the lines outlined by Grate 
in his " History of Greece," you could 
reduce the represenbtion in this Chamber 
to fifty, or even to thirty or ten members. 
It is far easier to corrupt ten men than fifty. 
There is safety in numbers. I want to 
inform the democracy of Queensland and the 
Commonwealth not to be swayed by the cry 
for a reduction of members of Parliament 
in order to save a few paltr7 thousands of 
pounds. Aft.er all, Yvhat is the saving of that 
nmount of monev when Parliament is called 
upon to deal Yvith votes totalling ±:15,000,000 
o:· £17,000,000? ·what arc a few thousands 
of pounds paid to members of Parliament as 
compared with keeping members of Parlia­
me!lt honest and true to the principles to 
wh1ch they have been elected? It is nothirw 
I hope the working population will not allo~~ 
itself .to be influenced by the cry for a 
rcductwn of m cm bcrs of Parliament and 
the saving of a little 0x:ncnse in connection 
with the holding of clc~tiow, aud having 
polllng-booths then·at, I haYo no complaint 
on the score of pollmg-booths in my elec­
torate. Hepresentatious made bY me 'in this 
respect arc invariably granted. 'Whv should 
I not get them granted for some portion of 
my electorate'! 'rh: Proserpinc end of my 
electorate 1s one of the wettest districts in 
Anstralia-my friend the hon. nwmber for 
South Brisbane knows the district as well as 
I do. having represented the constituencv for 
three years-and the people there should not 
be requested to go 8 or 10 miles when rain 
is falljng in tofrents, simply i'n order to 
record a Yote. "\Yhiist, on the one hand it 
is right and just to giYe eve1·y man ~ne! 
wornan a vote, it is also rlght and just, on 
the other hand, to sec that polling-booths 
arc_ created to enable tho people to recoi'Cl 
the1r votes. That is my idea of a demo­
cracy. 
. This question should not altogether be 
JUdged from a party point of view. I give 
utterance to those sentnnents knowing the 
long struggle through the centuries of t.h 0 
past by the people to possess the francnisc 
the; haYo to-day. Therefore, we should, as 
far as 1s humanly possible, protect th~t 
nght, and sec that they have an opportunity 
?f :·ecording the1r votes, and that no s·vstr~rn 
1s mtroduced to destroy the effect of those 
votes by the introduc~ion of the prcferenti:tl 
system of yotmg. as m the Senate elections 
when 178,000 people in this great Common~ 
wealth. YVere disfranchised through no faul~ 
of tJ:wn' o:vr: but through the huit of a 
cunn1ng. vicious systern of votin!~. Even' 
m":n has not pacsed through a colleg-e ,;[. 
umvers1ty. Most of the voters in the 
Commonwr•alth come from our State schools. 

Mr. HARTLEY: 'l'hank God! 

Mr. CO,LLIJ\S: 1 quite agree with m;o­
fnend. V} e arc proud of our State se hook 
I hope YVe. shall hear no more in this 
C!1ambcr oe rn Queenf'.land about a rl?!ductio:l 
o1 members in Parliam0nt for the sake of 
sa nng a few paltry thoucancl pounds. One of 
the safeguards of democracy is to ha vc a full. 
rcprescntatiYe ~umber of iHen ln Parlimncnt 
to protect the mterests of the people. 

I hope the. police '.vill continue their good 
werk of seemg that every man entitled to 

[j]Jr. Collins. 

vote has his name placed on the roll because 
it is the natural right of everyone' to exer­
cise the franchise>. Splendid work in that 
connection has been done by the police' in my 
electorate, and I hope the good Yvork will be 
continued in futuro. 

\Ve have been told time and again that 
dernocracv is on its trial. NeYer \Yas a 
more fallacious statement sent out to the 
world at large. Dcrnocracy is not on ih 
trial ; as yet it has not had a trial. "\Vhen 
I read books from our own librarv dealin" 
with past history, and know how the world 
yvas governed by a certain type of individual& 
reprc~entiag the \Yealthy landowners on 
the one hand and the wealthy interests oi 
the country on the other, I say that what is 
on trial is n<Jt clcmocracy, but the peopls 
who haYo governed mankind and 1nado a 
sorry moss of it up to the prescuL How can 
democracy be on its trial? The Labour 
GovcrnJnt-!nt have been in oHico only since 
1915, and what is that brief opacc of time 
"·hen "e reYiew the historv of hundreds of 
years? T~c people who hol-d views similar 
to those expressed by hon. members opposite 
are on tlwir trial, and I ho pc to hear 11othing 
1nore in tht~ pro,";:; about democracy being on 
trial, bocnns0, ''"hilst ·we n1av liave n1ade 
a few mistaf<os. the people Yvith whom hon. 
rrtcmbers opposite arc associated have com­
mitted practicallv all the crimes in the calen­
dar against the· progress of mankind. 

Tlw CHAIR:IIAN: Order! The hon. mem-­
lwr is drifting a lii:tle. 

1\Tr. COLLI:'-~S: I am deitling with a vote 
of £33,828 for electoral registration, which 
is practically the foundation of this Parlia­
ment and of democracy: and I am referring 
to the sufferings and the hardships endured 
when n1ankind was governed by the fe\v. 
People should no( be carried away by any 
talk of a reduction in the number of mem· 
bers of Parliament. \\hich is not the salvation 
of mankind_ Thc. simplest method possiblG 
should be devised to enable men to enrol, 
and, when enrolled, to exercise the franchise 
under a sin1plo systmn. 

:Mr. KELSO: vVhat is the matter "-ith pre­
ferential voting? 

Mr. COLLlNS: Will the hon. member sav 
ihilt there must not he something wrong 
with any form of voting which brought about 
178,000 informal Yotes? Surely such a system 
must b0_ Wl'{)ng. 

Mr. KEL~O: That has nothing to do with 
preferential Yoting. 

::\Ir. COLLil\S: The hon. member belongs 
to the party which believes in the preferential 
system of voting; I belong to the party 
YYhich pins its faith in a simple s,-stem of 
voting-, which I hope Yvill be retained in 
Queensland. 

:vir. BRA:'\D (Rurrum): It is ycr;; inter­
e·ting- to listen to tlw hon. member for 
Bmn'n talking about d0mocrar~-. .\ll Aus­
tralians recognisP that den1ocrac: ~houlcl be 
thE,ir first care, and tlmt ai· al!"" tim<>s thev 

::-hould ~ce ihe!t demorrtH'~,- in it'~ 
[11 a.m.] tnw srme. is carried' out in all 

ihe Parliaments of Amtralia: 
that is. that the maj01·it:· of the people should 
rule. :Nlost n'markable, indeed. is it to hear­
frmn a nteinbcr on the GoYr'rnnu•nt -.idc that 
VYhat he callf' "their ~Y:-;tenl of voting, is 
the bc~t svEtem for dcrilocrac,- whPl'<'<~~ the 
Federal s~'stem of voting i:-i' 110t tht> l1e~t 
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f'ystcm for clPmocracy, and at the same time 
to fmd iu nowcr in the Federal Parliament 
u Government who wore Plected by a majority 
eo£ the people. whereas in the State we haYf' 
in power a GovcrnmC'nt \vho \Ycrc not ckctcd 
by " mctjority. 

The A'I'TORKEY-GE~ERAL: That is not true. 

:?\1r. BRAKD: vVe contend that, according 
to the votes east at the last elections. a 
majority of the peopl<' were agaimt the 
Gm-ernmont. I k11o•·: that the :VIinistor in 
charge of this vote has always claimPd that 
the Govt'nJnwnt f.ecured n n1ajority. although 
2., yu·y s1nall one. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXER.IL: You have not 
pron~d :your argurnont.. 

Mr. BRAC\D: \Ye hnvc done fO, and it 
is not for me to reiterate wlL t ha~ alrt>adv 
been placed in "llansard." \Ye have fror;r 
time to tin1o pointed out the >Cliffl•renc1• iu 
the ,-otc ior Governn1ent candidntes fron1 
the votes for ·Opposition co.ndidates, and 
pverybody in Que<'nsland, when they 
discussing· ihc po~sibiliti1?s of the next 
tion, a::;k, '·Do :vou think :-·ou can gPt over 
the gcrrym :· ndcrinp; of ~eai"' fnat took pl nf'c 
a fev .. -· yen r" ago?" \Ye ha \-o a n1ClYI ber 
on the Governn1cnt 'id(• t<-<Jki11g abc;ut cLrno­
cracy, yet a fe\v yPars ap:o a Con1mis>::jry1 
\VaS appointed by the {:;-OYPf!lll1€11t to redi J" 

tribute se ,ts to the advantag~.._ of CoycnJmC'Ilt 
members. ...:-\nd that i~ what took pl 'CC'. 

An in.-estigf!tiou of the rolls of Qucen,land 
to-day will show ilw.t 110 f<:\,'cr thau eightPcn 
elC'c1 oratc_ ~ contt~ in a, lc··:-'Pr llUn1bcr of yotcrs 
ihan is requir<'d aecordiJ1'r to tho ~tatutorv 
minimum, and out of thcee Pighteen elo~­
toratcs sixteen aro repros('nt.ed bv Gov('rn­
r.rent members f!nd onl_l' two by Opposition 
members. On the other hand, there arc 
eleven cl('ctoratcs \vhich contain 2. larger 
nnml101' of electors than i.' renuirod bv the 
statntory 1naxin1urn) alJd nln0 ~of ihc.;,c" elec­
torates arc represented hy Opposition 
members and two by Government members: 
showing that the great bulk of the people 
are in electorates represented b,- momben 
Eitting on this side of the Chamb~r. If >ou 
take the wlrole of the electorates o£ Quc(ms­
land, it will be found th 't the a ,-cr~g,, r;um­
her of Yotcrs on tho rolls for electorates 
r('prcsentcd by 1ncrnbrrs sitting on this side 
of the Chamber is 7.474, whereas the average 
number of electors on the rolls for electorates 
represented by members sitting on the 
Government side of the Home is 6.099. 

Mr. C. J. Rnx: 
figures. 

You arc twisting the 

Mr. BRA:0!D: I am not twisting tbe 
figures. The hon. nwmber is more capable 
of twisting than any other memb<>r of 
this Chamber. W-e know why those figures 
~re as they a·re. Hon. members opposite are 
m power simply because of a redistribution 
that took place under a Labour Government 
with the idea of keeping thD Gowrnm0nt in 
power. I hf ard some criticism yPsterday of 
the wav in which the Redistribution Cornmi;;­
sion had gerrymandNcd electorates. If anv­
ono \vanh to see r.;crrymandering, he has 
only to go to the Burrum electorate, whore 
a stat- of affairs exists which could not 
obtain unless men deliberateh' sot out to frx 
the boundaries of electorates in a certain 
way. In one place they jumped across the 
:VIary River-a great natural bounda-ry-to 
cut out half a dozen vote>rs who w0ro recog·­
niscd to be of our shade of political thought. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: I heard of a corn­
mission which at ono time crossed the 
natural boLmdary of the Fitzroy Hiver. 

:\fr. BRA::'\D: I am talking about my elec­
torate. 

The hon. member for Bowcn spoke of 
democracy, and said he ,vanted the simple 
fO'rm of voting provided by the Labour Go­
vernment, which really means that, no matter 
how many are in the contest, the frrst past 
the post wins, although he may have a 
minority of the total votPs ca"t. That state 
of affairs cannot exist under the Federal 
system of preferential voting, which is 
recognised by the leading authorities of the 
world in democracy as the fairest system 
of .-oting known. because it sots out to secure 
a rnajority l'eprc::;entatjon. 

Mr. FoLEY: I don't think vou understand 
it yourself. .. 

Mr. BRAKD: Th€ electors of Australia 
are sensible rrwn .and women) and quite 
understand prderential voting. I admit that 
hon. members opposih -do not want the 
people to understand it. If hon. members 
opposite will inten-iew thP Principal Ele.c­
toral Officer of the Federal Department here, 
thov will soon realise how the svstcm 
OpE:'~ratcs-it cannot operate except it; one 
direction, which is that the majority opinion 
of the electors of ·Queensland prevails. 'l'h'lt 
is just what Labour members do not desire. 

I asked the Minister a question a few days 
ago concerning the position of Barrimoon, 
and I was informed that it was in the 
Rurnett electorate. It wa;; news to en''ryone 
that Barrimoon was in the Burnett Plec­
iorate. It is O!l the Burnott wat0rshed of 
the Da wcs Range, but at the, last election 
it was Yerv handv to have it in the Port 
Curtis electorate, the result in which election 
was verv close. 'l'hc hon. member for that 
electorate is a member of the Government 
Pa'l·ty, and the 103 votes he secured at Barri­
moon at the last election were very handy. 
As a matter of fact. the hon. member told us 
that members of our political organisation 
had brought this matter forward, and that 
that was the reason why to-day, \\·ith a 
Burnett by~clection in view, those electors 
have now heen transferee! to the Burnett 
roll. Our O'rganisation has been quite alive 
in the matter. It had one opinion that Bar­
rimoon wa·; still in the Port Curtis elec­
torate, and another that it was in the 
Burnett elef'tora te. The returning officer for 
Bnrnett told us definitelY that it was in the 
Burnett. I submit that those Barrimoon 
clrdms were allowed to remain on the Port 
Cnrtis roll at the last election for the purpose 
of assisting the Go.-ernment candidate. It 
was a verv handv vote to have. We want to 
see electo-~s on the rolls for the electorates 
in which they reside. It is not a good thing 
to knc,w that people who leave an electorate 
cannot be taken off the roll for that elec­
torate. It simply means that, if one wished. 
lw could remove even the hon. member' for 
Padding·ton from his Gibraltar by setting 
a bont flooding the electorate with our voters. 
Such rt voter would have to reside there onlv 
a month, and then he would get on the roll, 
nnd nobodv could take him off. We sav ihat 
an elector c residing in an electorate should 
be on the •roll for that electorate, and not on 
nnoth0r roll for a certain purnose. It is good 
to know that under the Federal system, 
\vhich is a fair system, the latter contingency 
cannot happen, and that people must be on 

M1'. Brand.] 
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the roll of the electorate in which they 
reside. 

Mr. BR1JCE: Or off altogether. 

Mr. BRAND : It is not a difficult matter 
to get on the Federal roll, and when a man 
has been taken off a •roll, although he has not 
left the electorate, he can secure his vote at 
election time. (Government dissent.) Hon. 
members opposite should know that. It is 
not so with the State system, under which, 
if a man has been removed from the roll o.v 
mistake, which has not been discovered 
before polling day-possibly by a typo­
graphical error-he is not entitled to vote. 
Only those who are on the clean roll of the 
retU.rning office~ can exercise the franch:~e. 
The system whiCh operates at Federal elec­
tions should operate at State elections-·ihat 
is, where an elector has resided in the elec­
torate since the previous election, and has not 
removed from his place of abode, he should 
be entitled to vote notwithstanding the fact 
that his name has been taken off the roll 
through some error. 

The matkr of electoral redistribution has 
always been a burning question with mem­
bers of Parliament. We on this side yield 'O 
no one in our desire that democracy should 
be the first care of every true Australian. I 
only hope that we shall be able so to arrange 
our system of voting in Australia that it will 
not only be easy but also cheap to get on 
the roll, and that every man and woman over 
twenty-one yea•rs of age wrll be able to exer­
cise the franchise in all elections, Federal or 
State. I can see no reason why that cannot 
be brought about by an amalgamation of the 
two authorities. This dual system in many 
of our departments is not economical, and 
there is no r8ason for believing that we can­
not arrange with the Federal Government 
for the carrying out of the duties of both 
offices in" a way that will be equitable to all 
concerned. I have not so lost faith in human 
nature that I doubt that that can be 
achieved. I believe it can, and that it 
should be done in the interPsts of the econo­
mical government of our country, whether 
we look at the matter as 'Queenslanders or as 
Australians. The system of voting that will 
be in operation at the forthcomir;g _Federal 
elections will determine the maJorrty vote 
and uphold the true principles of democracy, 
notwithstanding the utterances of the hon. 
member for Bowen. We definitely assert 
that one shoul-d not look to Labour Govern­
ments in search of the true disciples of 
democracy. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan. Flinrlers): It would perhaps clarify 
the po,ition if I were to make a few obser­
vations at this juncture on the matters 
raised bv hon. members. several of whom 
have cor'rrplained about the electoral ro_lls. 
Considering that we ha vc somethmg 
approaching 500,000 names on the rolls that 
are altered from time to time to the extent 
of about 33 per cent. per annum, making 
almost new rolls every three years, the 
Electoral Department does exceedingly well: 
and the few complaints submitted last niQ;ht 
and this morning speak volumes for the 
efficiencv of the officers and the effectiveness 
of the n;ethods employed by the Government 
in securing clean and up-to-date rolls. 

Mv attention was drawn last evening to 
the suggestion of the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition that we should revert to the 
system of electoral rights; but I should be 

[Mr. Brand. 

very sorry to seo Queensland take such a 
retrograde step. Electoral rights were tried 
at one time in Queensland, and found want­
ing, and, as evidence of the di_ffic.ulty_ in 
operating the system, I relate thrs mCid~nt 
mentioned in " Queensland Politics Durrng 
Sixty Years" by Charles Arrowsmith 
Bernays, the' present Clerk of the Parlia­
ment-

" 'fhe abolition of the ' voter's right' 
reminds one of an excellent story. A 
worthv farmer enthusiastic in the exer­
cise of his sp~ific rights, had secured 
his ' voter's right,' and fearful lest ho 
should lose it, he securely pasted it _on 
the back of the kitchen door. Electron 
day came round, and it was a busy. da_y 
for him during harvest. He put .-,j'[ h1s 
voting until within an hour of the cJos0. 
of the poli, and, finding it impossible to 
rernove his ' voter's right ' from the 
door, he hurriedly took the do?r off its 
hinges, marched to the P?lhng-booth 
with the bulkv prece •of trmber, and 
triumphantly ,.-;,corded his vote." 

Ho was an enthusiastic voter, and it would 
have been very unfortunate for him had he 
pasted his "voter's right " to an iron safe, 
or some other object weighing half a ton. 
That story should remove any desire to 
reintroduce the electoral right. The present 
sy,tem in operation in Quc':'nslal!d is work­
ing exceedingly well, and rt brmgs to my 
mind that I invited any member of the 
Opposition who so desired to go to thP 
electoral office and investigate for himself 
the electoral machinery and our electoral 
methods. I venture to say that th"'t offer 
l'as never before been made in Australia by 
;ny other GoYernment to an Opposition. 
That invitation was to inspect for them­
selveo the inner workings of our electoral 
machinery. It was a fair offer. Some 
members of the Opposition took advant>tge 
of it, inspected the office, and subsequently 
expressed their high appreciation of our 
methods, admitting that the system was 
100 per cent. efficient. :!\ ow we ha Ye wme 
hon. members opposite seeking to condemn 
that system. 

I now want to deal with the unfair and 
unreasonable criticism of my department 
that was offered bv the Leader of the Oppo­
sition concerning the transfer of Barrimoen 
from the electoral district of Port Curtis to 

the electoral district of Durnett. The hon. 
gentleman jumped into print without 
making inquiries, and, by inn~1endo, sug­
gested that the electors of B>1rrrmoon wer•l 
transferred reccntlv from Port Curtis to 
Burnett for the J1mpose of assisting the 
Labour candidate in the by-election. That 
is not true. 

:\Tr. 'l'AYLOR: \Youldn't you have been 
inclined to put the same construction on it 
yourself? 

The ),TTORNEY-GE::\ERAL: I would 
not. I would first inquire into the case and 
make mv deductions nftcrwards. 

}\fr. B,R\KD: It took place, ne,·crthcless. 

The ATTOR::\EY-GK:'-.!ERAL: Barrirnoon 
is a\vav out from l\Iany Peaks in mountainous 
conntr'v in whic!<t it is wrv difficult to define 
bound~ries. It is quite" pos,ible for any 
person to make a mistake in delinea~ing t.he 
boundaries of the t>YO electorates m that 
part of the country. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Have you any record of "" 
similar mistake baYing been made? 
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The ATTOR::--JEY-GEC\ERAL: Yes. I 
haYe in my hand a telegram published in 
the " Courier " of to-day stating that, as a 
result of the recent alteration of boundaries 
in New Zealand, the people had the spectacle 
of having political candidates speaking in 
the wrong electorates. It is an easy matter 
to make a mistake in connection with boun­
daries. It is most difficult ·to determine 
boundaries because of the mapping out of 
certain electorates. 

Mr. HcBERTS : A perusal of the maps in 
the Lands Office shows very distinctly where 
that district is. 

The ATTORNEY-GE;\;EHAL: It does 
show very distinctly in the Lands Office, but 
the Lands Office is not at Barrimoon. All 
the Government officials in- that district 
made a similar mistake. Barrimoon was 
regarded as being part of the petty sessions 
district of Gladstone, and cases have been 
tried there which should have been tried 
elsewhere. That shows that the electoral 
office was not the only party to make the 
mistake. Here is the point: I£ the Labour 
Party desired to take advantage of the 
transfer of Barrimoon from Port Curtis to 
Burnett. it would haYe moved me in that 
di1·cction; but it did not do so. As a matter 
of fact, the alteration was made at the 
request of Mr. Clegg, the recognised agent 
of the X ationalist Party in the Port Curtis 
electorate, who was the first to draw mv 
attention to the matter. The very fact that 
Mr. Ciegg drew the attention of the depart­
ment to the error, and was instrumental in 
having the correct boundaries defined and 
n~rrimoon transferred from Port Curtis to 
Burnett, shows conclusively that we never 
took this step for party purposes. I certainly 
would not do so. 

J\Tr. BRAND : The transfer was ma-de on 
20th September. 

. The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The date is 
nnmaterial. The fact is that the Leader 
of the Opposition stated that the transfer 
had been made for party purposes, whereas 
1t was made at the request of the agent of 
the Opposition. 

Mr. BRAND: Did he not raise the question 
as to what electorate it was in? 

. The Af.'TORNEY-GE::'-JERAL: Our atten­
tJOn havmf' been drawn to it, what was the 
obvious thmg to do? 

Mr. BRAND : Have you his request? 

The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: I have it. 
2\fr. BRAND: \V ill you read your reply? 
The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL: I am not 

gomg to waste valuable time in reading cor­
respondence. . Mr. Cl egg :note to the depart. 
ment exprcssmg the belwf that Barrimoon 
was in th8 Burnett electorate. We imme­
diately took up with the Survey Department. 

J\rr. MOORE interjected. 

The AT'l'OENEY-GENERAL: That state­
ment is not a fact, and such remarks will not 
clou.d the charge made by the hon. gentleman 
aga mst my department of transferring these 
vot:1:s to the Bm·nett electorate for party 
pohtlcal purposes, whereas that action was 
taken at the request of his own political 
agent. 

Much has been said about roll-stuffing and 
gerrymandering in connection with the last 
redistribution of seats. I agree with the 
hon. member for Bowen that electoral regis­
tration is the basis of all government. If 

1928-4 H 

anything was wrong with the fundamental 
question of the registration of electors and 
of electorates, is it not surprising thar, when 
a want of confidence motion was moved in 
this Parliament-and it was a drag-net one. 
which gaYe scope for tho discussion of 
almost pverything-not a single hon. member 
of the Opposition thought of this so-called 
inequitable redistribution or the alleged roll· 
stuffing? Surely, if the question "·as one 
of any magnitude, the opportunity would 
have been seized by the Opposition then to 
mention the matter. But the Opposition 
must stand condemned in the eyes of the 
community by reason of the fact that they 
pretend that the redistribution is bad, and 
yet, on a want of confidence motion, they 
did not consider it sufficiently important 
even to mention it. 

Mr. Kem: Do you not know that the 
motion dealt with one particular subject­
unemployment? 

The ATTORNEY-GENEH"\L: The motion 
gaye ample scope for the discussion of these 
matters; yet the Opposition forgot all about 
this question, showing their sheer hypocrisy. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The AT'l'OHNEY-GE;'\;EHAL: Anyone 
who has follmvcd the discussion by the Oppo­
sition on this matter since 1921 knows that 
their action is sheer humbug. 

Prior to the last election the Lea.der of the 
Opposition declared that he was confident 
of capturing twenty-one seats from Labour. 
If the hon. gentleman was sure that the 
Opposition could win those twenty-one seats 
-and I believe he thought he was sure-he 
must then have thought that there was 
nothing wrong with the electoral redistribu­
tion. Tho "·hole thing s~ows the insincerity 
o£ hon. gentlemen opposite. 

It may int0rest hon. members to know 
that an ElE>ctoral Districts Act was passed 
in 1887, and it was not until twenty-three 
years later that another such Act was passed. 

That was in 1910. We came into 
[11.30 a.m.] power in 1915, and we wore only 

in oflice six years when we pro­
ceeded to a redistribution, showing that we 
earnestlv believed in a redistribution of elec­
tOl·ates ·and of the electors of Queensland. 
·y·et within six c:ears of the redistribution a 
party that took. a quarter of a century to 
bring about a redistribution complain again 
and want another redi~tribution. 

The Opposition charge the Government with 
gerrymandering at the redistribution. If 
'"" gerrxmandered in 1921, why are thev 
clamouring for the Government to gerf}­
mander again? If the Opposition really 
thought we were unfair in 1921, they would 
be praying to heaYcn that we would not 
get an opportunity of doing it again, showing 
again their insincerity. They are asking 
the Goverrunent to g·errymander again ! 
(Laughter.) Talking about gerrymandering 
reminds me of tho fact that the Opposition 
ehould be the last in the world to talk about 
g-err,ymandering. 

:\Tr. :\Iom:m: Don't you know who really 
worked out the scheme? 

The ATTORNEY-GEC\'ERAL: I know who 
worked out your scheme. I know that the 
Opposition have proved themselves to be past 
masters in gerryrnandC'ring. I know to my 
cc·~t how well thcv c:rtn do the job. 

Mr. MAXWELL: This Opposition never did 
anything of the kind 

Hon. J. Mullan.] 
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The ATTOR:NEY-GE:;\ERAL: You are the 
lineal dosecudants of the other crowd. I was 
one of the Yictims of their redistribution. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Not now. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

The ATTORKEY-GE:\'ERAL: N'o. I am 
not, and I hope I shall never be agam. At 
that time there was a very largo number 
ol double electorates in Queensland. mostly 
hdd by Labour, and the Government of the 
lime concciYed the ingenious idea in 1910 
that thev could so divide the'c double elec­
torates ~ts io put the Tory section in ono 
part and the Labourites in anoth0 r so as to 
diYidc, as they •-aid, tbc sheep from the goats. 
The goats, of course, were the Labour Party. 
Thev then• and then appointed a Commission. 
The~ divided Chu1·trrs Towers in surh a \YaV 
that· they made it impossible for me to will 
the scat at the time. Thev diYidcd Fortitude 
Valley &a as to make it ·for the time bring 
a sure sc•at for the Tory Party. Townsville, 
Rockhampton, Gympie, Ipswich. Soutb Bris­
bano, r1nd ?.1aryborough were r1ll divided into 
single electorates, and divided by such boun­
daries that thev managed to grab a scat 
from the Labour Pilrty on each occasion. 

?.fr. :viAXWELL: Yon did the same at 
MPrth_n against Mr. ::\Iacgregor. 

The GIL\HCviAX: Order ! 

The ATTOU::\'EY-GE::\'ERAL: What we 
did against Mr. ::'llacgregor was that we put 
b.1ck aQ'ain into Mcrthvr 400 votes that should 
neYcr have been !akc;1 out. (Laughter.) 

::Y1r. MAXWELL: And you took out a lot 
of others that should ha YG been left in. 

Thc CH AIRMA"i': Ordor ! I ask the hon. 
member for Too>vong to be carefu 1 to obey 
my call to order. I am not goinr; to shout 
myself hoarse. If he refuses to obey my 
call I shall have to deal with him. 

The ATTOR.NEY-GE:NERAL: 'The hon. 
g-entleman complained about the Labour 
Government wiping out Tory !'eats. Tho 
Labour GoYC'Yllill()llL had nothin~ to do with 
the wiping out of seats. \Yo ~appointed a 
CommissiOn, which did it fairly and squarely. 
'l'hcy might as wc:ll :-"lY that the Commis,ion 
~npointcd by tht? previous GoYernment wiped 
0ut Labour seats. \Yhat a;bout Croydon, 
Ilulloo, Clermont. Carpcntaria-all r<'motel:v 
situated and fairlv rcasonablv entitled to 
renrcscntation bec~.uso of thelr remotenc~s 
from the seat of government; but the·.· were 
ruthlc·;sly destroyed simply because they were 
Labour SC'a ts. · 

After all the talk about. redistribution. 
out of the forty-three seats now hold by the 
Le bour Party twent:·-nine were only slightly 
affoctcd, and those were afiected bv an addi­
tion from an adjoining Labour seat, showing 
that thov wore not very much affected. The 
onlv radical alteration's made were in four­
tceio seats, which. of cour·o, had to be 
increased or dimini~hcd acrording to their 
po•ition, showing that thoro is not very 
much in the argumouts of hon. members 
opno~itc. I belieYc as 1nuch as anyone in 
!his Chamlwr-ancl ,dso because of the fact 
that I administer the Eicctoral Department 
-in tl1o necessit>~ for equitable represent"~· 
tion. I recognise the ncccssit:· for an Opposi­
tion. however bad it is. (Laughter.) A poor 
Opposition is better than none, and we have 
no dr 'ire to "·ipe it out. Unless wo get 
proportional representation-which no ono 

[Hon. J. 1l1ullan. 

in this Chamber desires-which has been 
found Yery ineffective in many countries­
unless we get that system. regardless of 
>Yhcthcr we have equality or inequality in 
the electorates, we are bound to haYe 
inequality of representation in Parliament. 
If we went to the country to-morrow with 
the electorates eYenly balimced so that we 
had a perfect quot•t. it _,·ould be possible, 
because of a waYe of public opinion on one 
side or the other, for either party to win 
the wlJOle of tho seats in the Lcg-islatin• 
Assembly with an aggregate majority of 
scventy-hYo only--·that is a majority of one 
for eYCl':V seat. Therefore, wo mnst not, be­
cause of &n anornalv \vhich 1nav arise in 
reprcscnt<ction in Parliament, attribute an 
unsatisfactory. position jn any country where 
the system exists to any inequality in rcdistri 
bution. That reminds rnc of a question asked 
0arlicT in the session, the answer to "\Vhi,JI 
~hould be BOmcwhat emphasised, iu connec­
tion with tho represenbtion of tlw Labom· 
Partv in this I:louse con1pared ·with the 
nun1brr of elLctors we represent outside. In 
that answer I pointed out that a ycr~- much 
greater anomaly took place here in 1912 
v-·hf'n the Tory Part.y :~ot into power. The,, 
had then 110,817 YOt(•s against the Labom· 
Party's 99,034 votes, or a ·majority of 11,0:,0 
oclcl; but the Government \YO'l hy two to OI"' 
-fort~·-cight Government mombe.r as against 
t\Yenh:-four Labour The GoYenJ-
rnent ·members at thrrt represented nn 
average of 2,308 voi·c '· 'lnd tho Labom· 
rn0nlber,-; represented an aycrago of 4.126 
'Tot0~: but the GoYC'rnn1cnt of the dav s':'!..r 
quite <'ornfortablv in their seats, and thm_hrht. 
they >Yere entitled to sit there: and Lab~ur 
men. who realised that it "as an election 
anomaly, did not sqne:tl. Hon. mer:nbr~:!.·s 
oppo:;;ite. ho,rcyer, ha vc never :3torn)('d 
squealing. · 

::\Ir. DR.\c.;n ; Look up " Hansarcl '· <<~Jd 
you will find why they squeai. 

The ATTORc\fJ<~Y-GE::\'ERAL: Xobody less 
desires a redistribution of seats than hon. 
members on the opposite side of the Chamber. 

Take the hst Federal election. The. 
Labour Party got 1,200,0.JO and the Country­
Nationalist Party got 1.500,000 vote"; yet 
the latter got in all their senators, and we 
got none. I could refer also to the previous 
Plection~, nnd point out sin1ilar occurrences. 
As Ylr. Thomas pointed out in the Houso 
of Commons, you will find that in 1922-not 
Ycry long ago-the Tories in the Imperial 
Parliament had a ma.iorit:: of seventy-three, 
although they were in a minority in the 
country of 3.000,000. At the last election, 
when the Torv Go,·crnmont went to the 
country, tJ1cy "w0re a;:,,ain in a hopeless 
minor.it.v. Each Tory member represented 
19,000 electors; each Labour Party candi­
date 37,000: and each Liberal member 80,000, 
sho-ring- that there is not very much in the 
contention of hon. members on the other 
side 

Hon. momhcrs opposite haYe said that 
since last election we have been a minoritv 
GoYernment. I have repntedlv stated tha:t 
this Govcn11ncnt Recurcd a. mnjOrHy of votes 
at the last olection-I have made that 
clear oYer and over af!ain. I haYe also 
gone to the trouble of m~king public through 
the pn•ss and placing in " Hansard " not 
Dnlv !he analv.;is of the vote' but also the 
mcihods bv which I made that analvsis. It 
may be interesting for hon. mem:bers to 



Supply. [11 OcTOBER.] Supply. 1251 

know that the very same process of reason­
ing that I used in 1923 was used in analysing 
the last election fu;;urcs, and in 1923 tho 
"Daily Mail" said this:-

" Stir! another contribution has been 
made to the review of the recent State 
election. One may say that the line of 
reasoning adopte.d by the Attorney­
(;eneral is decidedly fair." 

vYhen the contron>rsv as to the method 
of calculating Inajor.itios or mi!1oritie:; 
was in progress, lVlr. H. Dnncau llal], 
1 he auihor of the "British Comrnon­
'"calth of Nations," became yery inter­
ested in the subject. Ho was in Sydney 
at the time, and collcdcd from the news­
papers the anal; scs which had been made, 
and he wrote to me drawing my attention to 
the diffLTonces in them. He said that ho had 
read mine, which he regarded as decidedly 
fair; but, in order to clear up the point, 
he ·wanted rno to give hin1 son1o additional 
facts. I gave thc1n to hitn, and received 
the reply that he had further inYestigated 
the matter, a11d had come to the conclusion 
that m., c\ stem was absolutely sound and 
fair; and the article which ho wrote appeared 
in the same year .a,nd can be perused by 
hon. members in the " Round Table." On the 
last OCf':J.sion I gaY(' hon. n1crnbcrs about five 
months' notice of the method I had adopted. 
if they wi>hed to dispute my figures. · 

:'.fr. H. M. RcSSELL: We do dispute them. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Hon. mem­
bers opposite do not get anywhere by saying 
n1crcly, ")~ou are \\Tong." If I say, "You 
arc :·:Tong," I not only say so, but I show 
hon. members where they aro wrong. 

GovERN:l'I:ENT :MEli!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

The ATTOR)JEY-GENERAL: If the 
Opposition say tlB one word "\Vrong," thev 
think they are going to get the public to 
believe it, Of course, human psvchologv 
lends itself to that sort of thing. I( you say 
the one word '·wrong" often enough, a lot 
of people will belieYe it; but. Government 
members and the public outside are not so 
simplEl as to accept the mere say-so of the 
Opposition that my figures were wrong. I 
placed thosP figures in " IIans.ard " last vear 
for ono particular purpose, and I stated 'that 
purpose at the tirno-so that members of the 
Opposition during tho following nine months 
might examine the figures and scrutinise m·: 
rnet-hods: and, if I were IVrong, give ll18 a 
good sound thrashing this session. So far, 
they ha,. c not been o bk to do that ; and I 
do not think they can do it. If they could 
do it, my figures would have been blown to 
slnithercelr, long ago. I am not going to 
\Yastc the time of the Committee bv quotinD' 
ihe figures again; but, if hon. 'membe1~ 
dc,sirc them, they can he secured from the 
sp<'cch I delivered last session. 

That brings me nearer the question of 
electoral redistribution. I think we should 
examine the matter and see where the 
Government stand on this very important 
question. Perhaps the Opposition have for­
gotten that there was a Torv Government 
at ono time in Victoria, and .. as recently as 
192~. and again somewhat later-I am merelv 
using the year 1924_ ' 

l\Ir. ):Ioom:: Because it suits. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: In 1924, 
thoro 1vere sixty-five seats in Victoria, sixteen 
representing 454,000 people, and forty-nine 
representing only 445,000 people. In other 

words, less than one-fourth of the seats had 
more than half the voters; yet nobodv said 
that there was anything wrong about that, 

1\J r. Moo RE: Didn't they? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Fifty-one 
out of the sixty-five seats wore either above 
or below the electoral margin, and one seat 
--Dundarra·-was fifteen times larger than 
another seat. So that our Tory friends 
can do things pretty well when they get the 
chance. 

Let us analyse the electoral position and 
ihe alleged electoral inequality. \Vhat do 
we find in connection with the so-called dread­
ful electoral posiiion in Queensland? There 
arc thirteen seats above tho electoral margin. 
\Voulc( hon. gentlemen opposite be surprised 
if I told them that to-clay there ere seventeen 
Common wealth seats above the electoral mar­
gin 'I No one is squealing about the Com­
monwealth electoral registrittion, There arc 
nineteen 1-\tate seats below the margin, which 
is 13.76 per cont., and only thrco Common­
wealth seats below tho margin, but they 
,·eprescnt 14 per cont. below the margin. 
There is not very much in that. 

::\lr. ::\1ooHE: l'iolhing at alL 

The ATTORXEY-GEC\fERAL: Yet hon. 
nH~n1bcr::; on tho other side make a fuss in 
connection ·with State ehctorates because 
a number of the seats are below the margin_ 
\\'hero aro these thirteen State seats above 
the margin situated? \Vith the exception of 
two-Cooroor<t and Albcrt-thcv are m 
the metropolis; and the othc·rs are in the 
metropolis, If any seats should be above the 
margin, then those seats should certainly be 
aboye it. 

:'vir. MOORE: \Yhat about: Brisbane, Towns­
Yillc, and Gympio? 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: This is an 
anomalous position that you might find 
any\Yhcro, because the areas are developing 
largely into manufacturing and industrial 
areas instead of residential areas. The seats 
below the margin, with the excepticn of two, 
arc rcrnotelv situate<! from the seat of Go­
Vf'rnment. , ThG seats that arc remotely 
situated should bo below the margin. There 
is nothing wrong with that. The system 
is perfectly sound. The seats adjacent to 
the seat of Government should have a fairly 
large population, and those remotely 
situated should have a small population. 

There has been some talk about one Yote 
onP yaJtu'. Does the Leader of the Opposition 
belieYe. in one vote one value? If he believes 
jn one vote one valuo, ·what does it mean? 
JYiy interpretation of one Yote one value 
i.s that a vote. say, at the Gulf of Carpen­
taria, should be as effective as a vote in 
Brisbane, and, in order that votes situated 
in remote parts of the State far distant from 
the seat of government should be of the same 
Yalue as votes at the scat of governrncnt, 
greater representation must be given to those 
remote centres. That is the principle I go 
on, and which I now justify. \Vhy, a man 
lh Brisbane ·without representation ·would 
r-robahly exorcise a greater political influence 
than the man in North Queensland or in the 
Fa,r \Vest. 

1Ir. 1100RE: rrhe " Funnell gang" ~ecm 
to know more about it than anYbody. 
(Laughter.) .. 

The ATTORC\EY-GEC\fERAL: The hon. 
gentleman may know more a bout the 

Hon. J . .Mullan.] 
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" Funnell gang" than I do because it seemed 
to go up in smoke last night. 

Take a man standing his trial in the Cook 
<'lectoratc. He might be sentenced to 
imprisonment for ono month through_ a 
great miscarriage of ju;;.tice, ~nd rt IS JU~t 
possible that, before tho parti~ulars . of h1s 
case reaclwd Brisbane for consrderatwn, he 
might have served that term of imprison­
ment. Such is not the case with regard to 
the people in Brisbane. 

Mr. MooRE: Thev have a midnight court 
hero. · 

The ATTORJ\EY-GEJ\ERAL: That is for 
the conyeni(~nee of both sides, and when it 
is fair to do so there is nothing wrong about 
that. It is difficult to find out whom the 
Opposition represent in this Parliament. 

Mr. MooRE: 'rho majority of the people 
in Queensland. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Rubbish! 
'Ihat idea has been exploded. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE': They 
represent big vested interests. 

The A TTOR::\'EY-G ENERAL: Take the 
area of the electorate,; in Queensland. 

:\1r. MoonE: That is the thing that counts 
"\Vith you-acres, not people. 

The ATTOR"'EY-GENERAL: The area 
is and should be regarded as a factor. The 
Oppo,ition represent 14.25 per cent. of the 
total area of Queensland whilst the Labour 
Party represont--

l\1r. BnAc;D: The gum trees. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 
cent. of the area of Queensland. 
member is one of the gum trees, 
judging by his interjections to-day, 
much more intelligent than one. 
mind sensible interjections. 

85.75 per 
The hon. 
At least, 
he is not 
I do not 

Mr. BRAO:D: You used to say that the 
Opposition represented gum trees. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The Oppo­
sition like to talk about the small number of 
doctors in remotely situated electorates, such 
as Flinders, but they overlook the fact that 
.our electorates arc of enormous dirnonsions, 
and, if they were brought up to the quota 
as they suggest. it would be impossible for 
the people therein to be properly represented. 
The Gregory electorate is larger than the 
States of Victoria and Tasmania combined. 
I,ook at the Cook electorate! It has an area 
of 98,000 square miles. That is an enormous 
tf~rritor:v to oversee. as it is larger than Vie~ 
t-oria. ~l.J:v o\vn e]Pctoratc is rnuch larger 
than Ta;mania, and surel_v electorates larger 
than Tasmania are entitled to some con­
sideration! Onlv as r<:'cently as 1918 my 
electorate' contained 8,000 oiectors, but. 
b0cause of the hug-e slump in mining, the 
number of eler!ors, o,s also in the case of 
Mount 11organ and Burke, has slumped 
largel_v. The abnormal droug-ht ha, aiso 
d1 ivcn thousands of men out of the pastoral 
clectoratC's. 

Are hon. member,c opposite contending that 
iherc should be a redistribution of seats 
oYery time an abnormal drought or a great 
1nining depression takes place? Under thof;e 
circumstances we would be having a r-edistri­
bution every few years; and nobody, I am 
sure, desires to have that political turmoil 
inhGducecl in Queensland. 

[Ho:t. J. M1tllan. 

Reverting to the question of electorai boun­
daries, I have cn.lculated _ the number of 
electors in Northern Queensland and Central 
Queensland at 135,000. If we had an electorn I 
redistribution to-morrow, an electoral com­
mio.sion could by law again allot the twcnty­
fiye seats in e~istenco at present in those 
di,·isions of the State, because these elec­
torates would be aboYo the minimum rwoh. 
In other words a redistribution, if made 
to-morrow, woul:d make no practical differ­
ence. 

If I were seriouslv to consider the question 
of electoral redistr;ibution, I would unhesi­
tatingiy recommend to the Government w 
do what we as an Opposition advocated in 
1910-that instead of a one-fifth margin, 
there sho'uld be a one-third margin, as 
now obtains in Victoria, I would also advo 
cate that, in arnmging the size of elector­
ates, the commission should take into con­
sideration remoteness from the seat of 
go,·crnn1ent. Su}lpos~n.g that . V~'ere dor;e, 
what would be tbo posrt'JOn? Ta!ong the sJx­
teen :'\orth Queensland seats, the nine 
Central Queensland seats, and the ~our 
\Vestern SC'ats-Balonno, Maranoa, J'dunlla. 
and \VureP,"o-and regarding those seats as 
rernotclv -ituated from the scat of govern­
ment, the number of elcctors--;-namcly, 156,725 
-would on a ono-third margm. enable us to 
have thirtv-five electoral districts for that 
portion o( the country, instead of twenty­
nine as at present. 

'\h. H. M. RvsSELL: Why not make it 
50 per cent.? 

The ATTORXEY-GENER.AL: I am 
merely pointing out a perfectly reasonable 
rearrangement of the seats. If we did that. 
we would be following on almost parallel 
lines the redistribution adopted bv the Torv 
Government in Victoria just before the 
Hogan Government were returned. I have 
had the Victorian figures analysed. I said 
to the Principal Electoral Officer here, 
" Draw out a riarallel set of figures for me 
on the basis of electorates, giving the Queens-
1 'lnd electors the same basis of representa­
tion as electors in Victoria." That analysis 
reveals the following position :-

District. 
I No. if 

Victorian 
No. of Seats 1

1 

Principle 
at Present. were 

Adopted. 
--------------1-----

. Metropolitan . . 1 

Urban . . . . . . I 
North Queensland, Cen- 1 

tral Queensland. and 
four Western seats 

20 
23 

29 

1 

13 
21 

38 

vYhat arc the hon. members squealing about? 
\Ve give them now under our present distri­
bution twenty-nine seats in an area which, if 
a redistribution were carried out on the lines 

adopted by the Victorian Tory 
[12 noon] Government, would enable us to 

have thirty-eight seats in that area 
-an area represented almost exclusively by 
the Labour Partv. So I think hon. members 
opposite should 'be quite satisfied that the 
Labour Party have tried to be fair, and have 
in no way attempted to create inequality in 
this Chamber or in the electorates. If the Op­
position want a •redistribution, let them tell 
us what they want and let us consider it; 
but, if I am going to consider a redistribu-, 
tion, I am going to give the electors remotely 
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situated from the seat of government a fair 
deal-a deal they have never had before. If 
I introduce a system of one vote one value, I 
am not going to have one vote one value on 
the basis that Opposition members talk 
about. I will introduce a svstom of one vote 
one value on the basis that the electors in 
Grcgory, Burkc, and Flinders will have the 
same political mfluence in this Parliament 
as the electors in Brisbane. I would be glad 
to hear from supporters of the Opposition 
what they w11nt in this •regard. 

Mr. CLWTON: Why don't vou bring in 
plural voting at once? • 

The ATTOR::\'EY-GEJ:\ERAL: This party 
was responsible for the abolition of plural 
voting. I do not want to go into ancient 
history; but, if I did, I could tell the hon. 
gentleman that when the Labour Party 
appeared on the political horizon we found 
the abominable state of affairs that one man 
could have a vote and exercise it in every 
electorate in Queensland. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You are practically advocat­
ing geting back to that. 

The ATTOH:c\IEY-GE::\'ERAL: I am advo­
cating getting back to sane and sound repre­
sentation equitable to all parties. Anyhow, 
I put the proposition up to hon. members 
opposite, and I want to know where they 
,,tand. The trouble with the Opposition is 
that they blame the inequalities of the elec­
toral redistribution for their present position 
instrad of their own incapacity. 'Where in 
thP history of Governments-where in the 
history of countries-modern histon•, at all 
evcnts-{;an you find the spectacle of a body 
of men sitting " in the col<l shades of 
Opposition after fhe general elections ,n 
succesi}ion, and, in addition. losing ever.v 
b~·-election exct?pt ono during that period' 
Here I have a long chapter of eighteen 
by-<>lcctions. 

::Ylr. WEIR: It would be interesting 
reading. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Perhaps it 
is interesting. Those eighteen bv-elections 
consist of Grcgory, Valley. Ma,:yborough, 
Rockhampton. Bareoo, Leichhardt. :Yfaranoa, 
Herbert, Paddington, Roekhampton, War­
rego, Buranda, Toowoomba, Eacham, Chilla­
goe. Balonne, Stanley, and 11itchcll. 

Yrr. WEIR: Who won them? 

The ATTORNEY-GE:'\ERAL: All, except 
one, wore won by the Labour Party. \Ve lost 
one of rhose fights, and we gave them another 
because we did not contest it. 'Where can 
you find a record like that? 

:'vfr. TAYLOR: It is a record, all right. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There 
must be something wrong with the Opposi­
tion. I feel sorry for them, and I feel sorry 
t•J some extent fnr Queensland, because-I 
say it advisedly-it is a good thing for a 
Government to have a good Opposition. If 
we have any failings at all as a Government, 
those failings must be attributed to the fact 
that we have not had in Opposition men 
capable of keeping us up to the mark. Talk 
about losing the last election because of 
gerrymandering ! Who should be the judge 
of that? The electors certainly. 

The principal supporters of the Opposition 
outside have no illusions as to why they lost 
the litst or the preceding election. I shall 
give the opinion of Mrs. W. S. Anderson, 
M.B.E. She was the President of the 

Queensland \Vomen's Electoral League at the 
last election, and a very capable woman, who 
did wonderful work. When the election was 
over did she go squealing, and saying that 
the result was duo to gerryn1andering '! ?\o. 
This is what she said, as reported in the 
" Daily Mail " of 29th September, 1926:-

" Speaking candidly, she thoug'ht the 
disappointing result was due to the fact 
that they had not had a type of can­
didate that appealed to the electorate 
generally." 

(Government laughter.) That ought to be 
sufficient; but, if it is not sufficient, I shall 
give another opinion-not from. a Labour 
paper. Take the notorious "\Vostern 
Champion" at Barcaldino, noted for its 
hostility to Labour and its support of the 
Tory Party-

" ::\Ir. Moorc says he is disappointed 
at the r0sults. So arf' thousands of 
Queensland electors, but their disappoint­
ment in him is a hundredfold greater 
than his dis<tppointment . . . . All that 
Mr. Moore managed to do was to sub­
merge nationalism for the time in the 
hope that ho had established peace when 
he had onlv brought almost suppressed 
warfare .. .' . If an organisation selected 
the Opposition candidates, it had better 
commit the hari-kari; if thev selected 
themselves thev should have the decency 
to remain for" the rest of their lives in 
oblivion . . . Labour won because its 
candidates deserved to win." 

GovERNMENT MDIBERS: Hear, hear! 

The ATTOR:'-JEY-GE::\'ERAL: That is 
what the fair-minded critic outside says. 
Then here is a little bit from "The Graziers' 
RCYiew," which appeared immediately after 
the last election :-

" The paralysing incompetence and 
lack of .-ision that cnn be charged 
ag'linst the Opposition and its party 
machine is more than anythmg else 
rrsponsible for the lack of public service 
or desire for public service on the part 
of men who ought to be anxious to enter 
public life, and so degenerate has the 
machine and its sponsors become that 
men who ought to be supporting the 
organisation with funds are definitely 
not doing so.'' 

I have no desire to wc:trv the Committ<>e 
with more quotations; but 'these go to show 
that the criticism of the Govemment by the 
Opposition-attributing the position in which 
thcv find themselYes to the shortcomings of 
the c Government-has been most unfair. 

An hon. member on the other side last 
night referred to duplicate voting. \Ve stand 
remarkably sound in this regard, because at 
the last election when all the returns had 
been sent in and aggregated only 273 people 
had apparently voted more than once, and 
we know "apparently voted more than 
once, "v~··hen examined, rncroly rneans clerical 
errors. 

There is also the question of enrolment on 
State and Commonwealth rolls respoctiYeiy. 
The Opposition say that our roll" are not 
clean, and. of course, that the Commonwealth 
rolls are ideal; but what are the facts? tt 
i.s verv difficult for a man to got on the 
Commonwealth roll. Our roll is one of the 
easiest rolls to get on, and one of the most 
difficult to get off, and, as the hon. member 

lion. J. Mtlllan.] 
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for Bowen said, it should be so. I believe 
in that. and 1 would rather have on the 
roll a few surplus names that, after all. can 
do no harm because there is no duplicate 
voting in Queensland, than have any man off 
the roll who has a right to be on. That. 
is the principlE' I go on, and I think it is 
a sound one. The nomadic worker has the 
greatest difficulty in getting on the Federal 
rolL 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: Why? 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: Because, 
if he is away from his electorate more than 
a month, or if he gets out of his o" n 
subdivision of his oicctorate for that period, 
he is liable to be struck off the roll. 

Mr. T.\YLOR: You said that he could not 
get on, I say J1c c:tn gf't on iust as l~'1sil v 
as he can get on the State roll. · 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: He has to 
rnnr.in at lca't four WE'eks-perhaps very 
much longer-m a particular locality before 
he can g<•t on the roll; and, if he is a 
seasonal work"<- going from place to place. 
it is probabiy many years before he can 
get on. 

2'\ow let me get down to figures. which, 
after all. arc the things which should matter, 
rath0r thnn idle awl unwise statement<. The 
adult population on 31st 11arch last numben•d 
492,048. The actual enrolment on the State 
rolls on that dat0 was 478,737, showing that 
13.311 adulis were in the State but \H're not 
enrolled. That is not evidence of the inflation 
of rollc. I explain that deficiencv of 13.311 
pcrsom b,- saying that the number inclnded 
arrivals \Yho had not completed their resi­
dential (]Ualifications, temporarv residPnt.-. 
tourist,;. travelling agents. and persons whose 
clalrus '\VCTP in tran,,lt and process of tran~fer. 
So that. bY and largo, on tho 31st :!\larch 
last our roll \"as a very good roll. 

GO\'EIC\:'ITEXT l\iK1JBERS : Ilcar, hear : 

Tho ATTOR''\EY-GE,XERAL: Take the 
Commonweaith roll on the other hand. The 
nurnbcr rtna1ificd for enrolrncnt 1vas the sarne 
-492.048 <'lectors. Two months after the 
31st 1Iarch-\vhon, of course, in the ordinarv 
~ourf;c of eYPnts there '"ould be more peoplB 
m Queensland-thc Commonwealth cm·ol­
mcnt ,._., s only 451,320. showing a deficiencv 
of 40.728 llitnlt". "\llowing for the margii1 
of 13.311 that T hav0 allowed in our own 
<>se. T fine! that 27.417 adults resident in 
Qnocnshnd who ong-ht to be on the Common­
wealth roll were not enroll0d. I shall not 
say that t.hov wPrc entitled to be on the 
Commonwealth roll. because the law of the 
Comm;mwca!th does 110t (]nalify them a 11 to 
lJt' on It. An~.-body can exan1i11c thosP figures. 
\Ylwn I did so I thought I would have an 
nnal.Y~i'5 nutde jn order to g0t the facts of 
tlw cnsP. nncl I said to the Principal Elec­
t.ora 1 Ol!icer. " Takt• the Commonwealth roll 
for the K Cl' nod~- electorate. <end compare it 
with the Stal<' rolh for the,districts included 
in the Fedcral clPdnratP of Kenncd,·." It 
\vas a h01:culca n task : but our officCrs got 
down to 1t. and analysed them most caro­
fnlly. l',lmparing- Pach name on the Kennedv 
roll as far practicable with the names on 
the State rolls. \Yhat did that reveal? 

At 12.15 p.m., 
Mr. IYEIR (J[m·yhor·ouglz), ono of the panel 

of Te_mporary Chairmen, roliend the Chair­
man 111 the chair. 

Thc ATTORKEY-GEXBRAL: 2\!Iv official 
information is that 5. 710 of the narnes that 

[Hon. J. Mullan. 

were on the St. ate rolls were not on the 
FPderal roll. If hon. members opposite 
require any further evidcnce as to the merits 
of the State roll ar;d the demerits of the 
Commonwealth roll, then they are hard to 
please. I have no fanlt to find with the 
Uon1n1o1nYealth electoral officers, 1vho aro a 
, 'Lpable. competent. and fair body of men, 
lmt I do condemn the Commonwealth svst.em. 
Thev have to obev instructions, and the 
syst.~m is responsible for the state of affairs 
in Queensland. One hon. member last night 
referred to the number of prosecutions under 
the Commonwealth Eketoral Act. I submit 
theso figures in connection with the Common­
' ·ealth Electoral Act-

192J 
1923 
192G 
1927 

~otificat.ions Fines 
Issued. Imposed. 

18,000 
10,000 
12,000 
21,000 

5,000 
::000 
:J:ooo 
5,000 

Probablv the notifications were issued 
rPque-.tii1p; doctors to enrol, or, ITlOI'C likely, 
tbcv had boon removed from the roll because 
of change of address, etc. The State office 
has done px:cccdingly \Yell, particularly vvhen 
it is considered that in 1927 no fewer than 
J21.000 alterations in names on the rolls had 
ir, lw made bv the State office. The few 
Jnistakcs that. arc• made inclic:1te that the 
office is staficd by a c-apable bod,- of officers. 
E\rcrv three vcars the State rolls are thco· 
rcticiilly rewrlttcn. That is to <ay. alterations 
are made to one-third of the names each 
vcar . 
. The oiRcns arc facc•d with difficulty in 
connection v;·ith arriYals and departures. Last 
vear tnc nrriYa1s in Quccndand numbered 
7Z,000. ..·nd dopartm0s 69.000. All these 
rnattrr~ haYf' to be carefully noted, and the 
J>rohkm ie a mc,st difficult. one. A man 
n1a.v corne to the State, rernain a few n1onths, 
qualify. be enrolled. and dqwrt. I-TowPver, 
the officers have carried out their work very 
l ffccti ve I v. 

Quite ;~ lot has been said in support of a 
l.niform roll for the State and the Common­
\Y0rdth. I have not .. and nc\'01' have had, 
the slig-hiest objection to a uniform roll. 
but I insist tha.t it must be a roll that w1ll 
be fair to the clec!.ors of Queensland. \Ve 
v:onld bo absolute lunatics if we were to 
accept a uniform roll on the be. sis of the 
present Commonwealth Electoral Act, wh1ch 
has been condmnnl'cl b,- CYNV hon. member 
on this side. \Ve woc{ld pra-ctically be dis­
franchising tens of tl1onsancls of electors, 
\Yhich I refuse to do. ThA Opposition may 
i alk about a saYing in cost. 

Hon. \V. H. B.\RXES: Have \YC' '"'ked that 
electors should be disfranchised? 

The ATTOR::-.JEY-GE::-.JERAL: If lhon. 
nwmbers opposite achocctte that I should 
ihstitnte a uniform roll on the basis of the 
present c·ornrnonwealth Ele-ctoral c\.ct, then 
thPv a1·0 asking n1c to di-=franchi~e nt least 
5C,ciOO ckctors in Queensland. \\hich I refuse 
to clo. Of course, they all<'ge that our rolls 
contain morE' nnrnes. but I far prefer to have 
the additional names and pay the additional 
rost than disfranchise anvone. There are 
more names on our rolls ~lwcausc our offirc 
gives better s~rvicl\. The Commonwealth 
office provides a triennial roll, whereas we 
provide an annual roll. If one had examined 
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the Commonwealth electoral roll in the early 
part of this year before the reprint was 
made, one would hardly haYe recognised the 
roll. It was not the slightest guide. Our 
roll i~ an aJ.mual roll, brought up-to-date, 
and, m add1tion, we provide a quarterly 
supplement. Of course it mav cost a little 
rnore to gi~-e that servi~e~ but," if hon. mem­
bers oppos1to are content with a triennial 
roll, in preference to the annual roll with 
the qual'terly supplement we supply, then 
iet them sav so. It will make no difference 
trJ. me, because I want to give the public 
fa1r serv1ce and the electors a ehance to got 
on the roll and record their Yotos. 

Apart from that fact altogether, the 
Queensland rolls, as printed, are exceedinglJ 
useful. They are now used as a basis for 
the jury system, which saves us immense 
sums ~£ money in the preparation of jury 
hsts.. They are also used ctt local authority 
elcctwns, and saye these bodies larrre. sums 

Df money in the printing of rolls. If the Com­
monwealth would meet me and discuss a 
roll by which the interests of the electors 
of Queensland will be safeguarded and there 
vnll be no danger of their disfranchisement, I 
shall ha vo no objection to getting a joint 
roll to-morrow. ' 

I haYe explai_n50d most of the points raised 
by the Oppos1hon; • but, i£ there be any 
addltwnal ones raised I will consider them 
and no doubt hon. {"embers on this sic!~ 
'nll have something to say on them, if 
necessary. 

Ho~. W. H. BARKES (1rymwm): The 
hon. g,~ntlmnan who has i ust resumed his 
se~tt h>es had a r:articularly. good time. The 
hon. gentleman ~''" fe•.•ling pleased with him­
selL I do not knov whether everybody else 
is. It is just as n·ell for the hon. gentleman 
to feel pleased with himself. 

::\1r. C. J. RYA:-;: The Opposition are not. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARKES: ::\o hon. member 
on this Conunitteo can n1oro rcadilv read 
-character than yoll, :Mr. IV eir, and d'id you 
notice how Yery pleased the hon. gentleman 
~eemed to be·: If you could only take him 
mto the var1ous electorates and let him 
,;mile as he smiler! this mornin~< when deliver­
ing his spced1, ho ''onld htn'='e a wonderful 
effect on your supporters. There is no doubt 
in my mind, that any trouble which might 
have ansen m Maryborough would have been 
brushed aside by one of his smiles. 

The TEMPORARY Cl-IAIRMA:\1': Order! 
I sugg?st to the hon. gentleman that he 
keep h1s references to smiles for the next 
Yote. (Laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BARXES: I shall be verv 
pleased to do that, l\Ir. \V0ir. but vou ar'c 
always smiling. The Attornev:Gcneral 
wanted to make it clear that this si"de of tho 
Committee were out to disfranchise elec!Drs. 
He had not th,_. slightest grounds for makino­
such a statement. " 

Tlw ATTORXEY-GEXER.H.: You are charging 
m with that, 

Ho". \Y. _H. BARXES: The hon. gentle­
n1an Is n1along an absolute 1nis-statement. 

Mr. Bow: I will proYe it later. 

HoN. W. H. BARL\ES: The hon. member 
can try to do so if he likes. No Government 
ever stood for more honest government than 
the Government to which I had the honour 
t.o belong. 

~Ir. H. ,J. RYAoi: That is why you are in 
opposition. 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES: We will not lose 
our tompers over a sta tomcnt of this kind ; 
but the fact remains that the statement 
ma-de is an incorrect one. I emphasise that 
I have ne,•er been connected w·ith a party 
or Government that went crooked. The 
hon. gentleman is making a statement which 
is not correct. 

The ATTORX!:Y-GEKERAL: What did I say? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man said that it had been suggested that 

e were out to disfranchise the electors by 
the proposals we were making. 

The AnoRNEY-GEXER.\L: I said that was 
the effect of your proposals. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: 'The hon. gentle­
man is evidently backing down. 

Mr. 'WIKSTA);LEY: You tried to disfranchise 
them when you were in power. 

Hox. W. Il. BARKES: Has any hon. 
member on this side t:'ver stated that tho 
electoral officers who had to do with the 
preparation of the rolls were out to do the 
improper thing? As an ex-::'dinister I can 
say as a result of my experience with the 
various -departments that the officials would 
-cmn to do anything but what was right. 
:\ly experience is that officials of the State 
Government stand along the lines of doing 
the square and straight thing at eve~y turn. 
I have had a good deal to do with them, 
and have defended them when they have 
been assailed by other hon, members. 

Hon. members wiil notice how the hon. 
gentleman applctuclcd C\Irs. Anderson (the 
then pr<•sident of the Queensland \Yomen 's 
Electoral Leap;ue) for the remarks mn de by 
her after the last election. :\l'o doubt the 
lady in question d icl express hcrs:elf as 
the honoumble gentkman said. At the 
same time, whateYer the party did at the 
time, l\1rs. Anderson was behind and sup­
portPd what was clone. Do you notice how 
the hon. ''entleman has been searching for 
political treasures which arc so hard to find, 
and di cl you hear the rumour that the hon. 
gPntlcman has had a staff of people going 
round right and left to see wbat infornuttion 
they could p;ct to deal with this vote'! All 
the hon. gelltleman succcodod in getting was 
the little pa.ragmph that he has quoted_ 
Then he goes to i hP " \Vestern Champion," 
»·hieh he also quotes. The point which I 
make as a public man is that it is the duty 
or the party-be it the Xationalist Pctrtv, 
the Labour Party, or .any other pctrty-anc! 
the dniy of the citizens, to get the right 
stamp of candidate. Taking my own personal 
case, if it js considered that the hon. rnr•rnbcr 
for \Y ynnum is not the right stamp for the 
party, then it is the duty of the party and 
of the citizens he rcprcst:'nts to get a proper 

"·member for \\' ynnum. The responsibility 
r0sts upon thf' pQop1e; and snrely no n1em.vcr 
of the Labour Part,v will say that the respon­
sibility does not rest upon their own people. 
So far as the "\\..,.,cst0rn Chan1pion" is con­
cerned, if that paper was a supporter of 
this putc' at the time that was written, then 
it must have· been a supporter of the milk­
and-water kind-it was cerrainly not very 
strong. 

I haw always found the Attorney-General 
one of the moot courteous Ministers-I have 
stated that privately,- and have no hesitation 

Hon. W. H. Ban~es.] 
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in saying it publicly-and one who will fre· 
quently put himself out to oblige. The hon. 
gentleman said that figures ~bould matter 
in this Chamber. I am gomg to repeat 
figures which wiil matter. and which have 
mattered outside. \Yould the Government 
have be8n sitting where they are to-day if 
figures had mattered, a. they should have 
mattered even in connection with the last 
State eJection? No! If figures had 
mattered thev would have mattered very 
seriously' for· hon. members opposite. I 
would not like to tread on the hon. gentle­
man's corns; but would they not have 
mattered to the hon. gentleman? He repre­
sents an electorate "ith 2.536 electors. and 
the quota should be something like 6.509. 

[12.30 p.m.] 
The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: Due to a big 

slump in mining. 

Hox. W. H. BAR'\ES: There _,-as no big 
siump jn the hon. g·cntl01nan making sure 
ot that constituency. He represents only 
2.536 electors. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Therf' were over 
8.000 electors when I first won the seat. 

Hox. W. II. BARJ'<ES : I am not disputing 
that. Is tho hon. gentleman d('nying my 
st>ttement? 

The krTOHNEY-GEXERM": It has nothing to 
do with the case. 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: :1\othing OYer has 
to do 1vith the case when it affects hon. 
members on tho other side, but it nlwavs has 
to do with tho case when it affects this side. 
I vmnt to put it on record that the hon. 
g·entleman was e!Gctod by a constituency with 
2.536 voters. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Suppose he does. what about 
it? Do you want to disfranchise him? 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: To sav the least, 
when wo hfLvo an election, lot ·us ha.-e a 
fnir " go.' That is all I an1 asking. 

Mr. I'IJ,:n.ON: A fair "go" under the old 
postnl ballot system, when you got hundreds 
of illegal votes. 

HoN. W. H. BAR'\ES:' That is a ,-oicc­
that does not dmrm vcr,- much. It is very 
noisy, but I am not going to an::;wer 1t 
no\v. Let us haYG a fair "go" ! 

11r. COLLINS: \Vo rnnnot ha Ye a fnir " go" 
71hen you havo the money power behind you. 

HoN. iY. H. BAR:\'ES: The money power 
is on the othe1· side. It is extracted from 
the pockets of the workers through tho 
"Daily Standard.'' That is where the money 
power corncs fron1. 

The TK'VfPORARY CHAIRMAC\: Order! 
iVill the hon. gentleman connect his remarks 
with the vote. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: I am trying to 
put hon. members right. I am glad the 
Home Secretary is hero now. I know he is 
a very generous fellow at heart, because I 
know that on one occasion he prevented a 
very serious disaster at Rockhampton. The 
hon. gentleman represents 3,780 electors. 

'J'he H Oli!E SECRETARY: That is not true, 
o.nd you lmow it. 

Ho:s. \V. H. BAR~ES: I am quoting the 
figures supplied to nw, and, if the hon. 
gentleman can prove t hcv arc incorrect, 
I must accept his word • 

The Ho~!E SECRETARY: Do vou suggest that 
a member should resign when the number 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

nf electors in his constituency falls? Quote' 
1 he fig-ures at the last election. 

IIo:s. W. H. BAR~ES: I am not suggest­
ing- anything of tho kind. I give these 
figures believing thcn1 to be C01T02t­

Elcctorates below statutory minimum. 
Governtncnt 16 
Opposition 2 

Those were the fig-ures supplied to me on 
31st ::VIarch, 1928. 

The HoME SECRE'nRY: Quote the figures 
p1 ior to my election! Be fair! 

IIox. \V. H. BARNES: What is the use of 
the hon. gentlemo n saying that? I can 
remember when there 1Yere 11.00~ electors 
in n1v electorat0 while Mr. Theodore vYas 
then ··representing a northern constituency 
"hich contained only about 2,000 clecl;ors. 
That has been the policy of the other s1dc 
right through. That is the position, and 
tho Government should put it right. Did 
vou ever hear of a. Government member 
g·etting up and saying that ho "ould approve 
of anything that was wrong? They say they 
neYcr make mistakes. When the other follows 
do ri~ht thcv claim the credit. and when they 
do w~ong they disown them.· If this condi­
tion of !hinge exists. the Government have 
a duty to see that it is altered so that it 
will bo fair to the cori"lmunity as a whole. 
'l'hc:c should see that one vote has ono value. 

Thl ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: 'What do you mean 
by one vote one vaJuc? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: There should be 
a certain per~cntage in frryo:n· of country 
<'lf'rtorates. That is the bas10 that should 
always be adopted in electoral matters. 

The Hol\IE SECRETARY: What do you. 
ach-ocate? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : The hon. member­
asks me what I am advocating? I am advo­
cating that the Government should have 
some conscience, and that they should do the 
rig-ht thing if they want to find out _what the 
minds of the people arc. That IS_ a ~mr 
po"ition to take up. (Government mtorJ?C­
tions.) Notice how hon. members oppos1te 
are barking ! 

Tho HmiiE SECRETARY: Yon arc deliber­
ately trying to mislead the Committee. 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: I am not deliber­
atelv trvin" to mislead the Committee. 
Thc.re sh.ould be a fair redistribution as far 
as it is humnnly possible to give it. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: You know that .I 
hat! my full quota when I was elected to th1s 
House. 

Ho:s. W. H. BAR~ES: The hon. gentle­
man has made that statement, and I must 
accept it: but, if that was the position, it is 
not so 'to-day. Does the hon. member 
challenge that? 

The Ho:I!E SECRETARY: What I am asking 
now is whether you advocate confining the 
rf'distribution to the unequal electorates or 
whether you would apply it throughout the 
y,-hole State? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The only way it 
could be done would be through the whole 
State; it would not be fair otherwise. 

I am verv glad to have been able to put 
hefore the· Committee the fact tha,t the 
:Minister tried to ·mako it appear that c!"rtain 
things have been happening, whereas, rf you 
put ea political gauge against them you caP 
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explode tlwm and show the public that a lot 
of tho statements made have been entirely 
foreign to the true issue. 

Mr. FEH.RICKS (South Brisbane) : The 
hon. member for Wynnum appears to me to 
have wandered right round the subject with­
out getting to any defmite comparison 
between the system of Federal voting and 
the highly efficient system in operation in 
the State sphere. Quite recently I had the 
opportunity of witnessing the working of 
the card system adopted by the Federal 
Government, and whatever efficiency may be 
claimed for it I found during the few weeks 
involved that the cards apply relatively to a 
very small section of voters. In the first 
place. it will be agreed that the fee of 15s. 
per 100 paid by the Commonwealth Electoral 
Office for the reporting by the postman of 
alterations in addresses is an inducem<•nt fnr 
the postman or anv other official to pile up 
as many hundreds· of names as he possibly 
can. The instant he observes during the 
course of his duties that a voter has changed 
his address, a notification go<es in to the 
Electoral Office; but, if there is anv fairness 
to be claimed for such a system, the weak­
ness is that a new postal address is not found 
bv the postman in the case of a very large 
section of voters. What I rnean is this: 
When the postman obtains information 
during the course of his rounds that Mr. and 
Mrs. J ones, for instance, ha Ye removed to 
other promises. thev arc sent cards bv the 
Electoral Office at the termination of ·about 
a month, when thev are entitled to claim 
fresh onro,lm<mt. That is very good so far 
as 1t goes m the case of Mr. and Mrs. J ones, 
but very largely in an electorate like South 
Brisbane, and nearly as largely in the elec­
torate of Kurilpa, the signing of those two 
cards ·does not embrace the whole of the 
household, for this reason. 

In the "·hole of the metropolitan area 
there are, perhaps, no districts whore a big­
g-er transformation has taken place than in 
South Brisbane and Kurilpa in the increase 
in the number of tenement houses and the 
letting of rooms and modern flats. It applies 
very largely pretty well all over the area of 
South Drisban<'. I believe to nearly as large 
an extent jn Kurilpa, and to a very large 
e:dont in some of the other metropolitan 
electorates, the position being that people are 
moving in from the outer suburbs and 
sharing relatively large homes amongst two 
and sometimes more families, getting the 
advantage of comparatively cheap rents and 
avoiding: high tram fares, whilst ~ther 
families arc going into apartments for the 
same reasons. In the case of the Mr. and 
Mrs. J ones to whom I have referred for the 
purposes of illustration, the card system 
roaches them; but they may have three or 
four rooms let to people who are not all 
migratory workers, but who do not receive 
much correspondence through the post-some 
none at all-with the result that they are 
overlooked, or are not brought within the 
field of operation of the card system as prac­
tised by the Federal Government. In my 
opinion that is the biggest weakness of the 
system, if it is claimed that it aims at enrol­
ling all persons entitled to enrolment. H 
does not reach that section of the communitv 
to whom I referred. Even if one or tw;, 
workers occupying rooms in a comparatively 
large house do get correspondence, and are 
con?equently reported by the postman as 
havmg become resident within that su::-­
division of a Federal electorate, at the 

expiration of a month or so-although very 
rarely is a claim card filled in at the expira­
tion of one month-a card is forwarded to 
the divisional returning officer. Any divi­
sional returning officer in the metropolitan 
area will tell any inquirer th~t the name 
of that person, who may not be a migratory 
worker, but who probablv has merely changed 
h1s or her address, is not forthwith put upon 
the roll, but that it is retained for another 
month or so to make quite sure that the 
claimant has become settled in the sub­
division. Many of these people to whom I 
have referred shift their postal addresses, 
and, when the comparative few who do get 
enrolment shift to another apartment or 
boarding-house, their names come off auto­
matically. If any hon. member opposite will 
tell me that he honestlv believes that the 
operation of such .a syste'm in the instance I 
have quoted is effective to enrol all persons 
entitled to be electors, then I say he must 
be pretty biased if he will not recognise the 
true position when 1t is pointed out to him 
by ono who has recently experienced it--a 
position which will be experienced by himself 
if he goes into any of the areas rotmd .about 
the metropolis. 

Mr. KELSO: Is there not a responsibility 
on the elector? 

Mr. FERRTCKS: There is, but surely 
a man going about looking for wo':k-resid· 
ing in South Brisbane perhaps for s1x weeks, 
shifting to the North Coast l!ne . in the 
banana-growing industry, or gettmg u:to tJ::.e 
sugar industry or any other occupatwn m 
primary industrv-is entitled to some pro· 
tection in the retention of his name on the 
Federal roll. 

A man who is in search of work, travelling 
the different part,q of the St.ate finds it ~rac­
ticaily impossible to have h1s name retamed 
on the Federal roll. If hon. members had 
some experience of the mass of the people 
thev would realise the truth of what I am 
saying. If hon. members opposite wot:ld 
attend the booths in some of the mdustr1al 
areas of the metropolis, they would have 
forced upon them the conviction of the truth 
of our assertion as to the difficulties con­
fronting workers in remammg on the 
Federal roll. Why, at every polling-booth 
in the largely populated areas. of the. metro· 
polis, men and women-men m partwular-;­
are turned away in scores because the1r 
names are not oi1 the roll. 

At 12.47 p.m., 
The CHAIR111AN resumed the chair. 
Mr. TAYLOR: How do you account for the 

fact that some of the electors bring along a 
Federal card notifying 'enrolment, and insist 
that their names an' on the State rolls then 
being used? 

Mr. FERRICKS: There are thousands of 
men and women not on the Federal roll .at 
election time, and the present Federal 
system is responsible for their exclusion. 

Mr. KELSO: Have they the right to vote 
on such occasions? 

Mr. FEH.RICKS: They have not the right 
to vote, as the hon. member would know 
if he attended some of the booths in the 
industrial areas of Brisbane. I quite admii 
that some names are inadvertently removed 
from the roll, but I refuse to admit that 
duplicate voting is practised. It probably 
happens in this way: The husband may go 
t<• one booth and the wife to another to 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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record their respective votes. In the one 
booth the name of the husband is ruled off 
by the clerk responsible, and at the other 
booth the name of the husband instead of 
the name of the wife, is ruled ~ff in error. 
Can anyone say that that is not liable to 
occur in a rushed polling-booth" At the 
iast South Brisbane elections there were five 
alleged cases of duplicate voting. the circum­
stances of which were very similar to those 
that I have related. 

The claim by the Opposition in connection 
with the redistribution of seats has been 
more than fully answered by the Attorney­
General, and no comment was made b: the 
Opposition because of the soundness of the 
argument adduced. \Yas it not eminently 
fairer to excise two seats on the Darling 
Downs-I was going to say the over­
represented and over-governed Darling 
Downs-than to excise two seats in the Gulf 
of Carpentaria area in North Queensland, 
where two seats, Carpentaria and Croydon 
had previously been abolished. 

Mr. J\:IooRE: The two extra seats came to 
Brisbane. 

Mr. FERRICKS: In comparison with other 
districts of the same area the Darling 
Downs, on account of its representation and 
"pull," has been responsible in Parliament 
for more political rail ways than any other 
part of Australia. Hon. members opposite 
refer to the excision in the last redistribu­
tion of two seats on the Darling Downs and 
the Mmgrave electorate as instances of gerrY-
mandering • 

Is the conviction not forced upon hon. 
members opposite that, if a redistribution 
took place eyery. few years-which, in effect, 
IS thmr claim-It would be quite possible 
-and indeed it often has oecuned-that 
there would be a diminution of population 
111 son1o elcctoratPs and an aggregation in 
others owing to the activities in different 
industries? If we were to follow out such 
a policy ovt·ry tin1o R. nun1ber of anomalies 
occurred due to the fluctuations of populntion 
w t\10 different electorates, we would be 
altenng the electoral boundari<~s everv three 
or four years. Hon, members know that an 
increa:-e in popu1at1on has taken n]are in 
North Queensland since the opening of tho 
North Coast Hailway by this Govermmmt. 
Look at the increased number of electors 
on the roll for Horbert. to sa v no thin cr of 
the thousands who hayc not been ab!~ to 
~et on the roll for that district owino· to 
their havinc; to go to other di tricts ir~ an 
endeayour to earn a living! 

Hon. \V. H. BARNER: \Yill vou tell us whose 
policy it was to bnild the Korth Coast 
[{ailw·ay? 

Mr, FERRTCKS: The point is-who !milt 
it? If the policy the hon. g·cntlcman refers 
to had been carried out when it was initiated. 
the St~t(' would have had the advanta?;c of 
obtau~mg- the money at 3~ per cent. or 4 per 
cent. mtcrest and of cheap material. 

Take the development we expect to take 
place In the_ Mount Isa district. \Vo expect 
an agg-ref!atwn of population there ancl if 
tl-at aggregation exceeds all f'xpectati~ns 
and amounts to tens of thousands to the o-rcat 
benefit of ~his State, will it be conte~ded 
serious)y by hon. members opposite that . a 
redistnbutwn of . seats should take place '1 

It was the practice of the Commonwealth 
Parliament to han~ a redistribution of seats 

[ 1J1 r. Jr' erricks. 

every fivfl years in the event of the electors 
ir. any one State incr;,asing to such an extent 
as to justify that State having an additional 
member. That has not been availed of, 
because the Commonwealth realises that a 
redistribution once in ton years is quite 
sound and sufficient. I do not know \vhen 
the next redistribut,ion of seats will take 
place. hut there is a lot in what the :Minister 
sttVs-that hon. members on the other side 
thcmsch-es are not very anxious for a redis­
tribution of scab, but, probably with an 
eye to the immediate futuro, ;ne cncleaYour­
ing to 1nake out a caso against the GoYern­
jTICnt on Yer~,~ false grounds. Somt:'thing has 
been said about jumping rivers in the altera­
tion of electoral boundaries. Some curious 
things are done in other places and under 
other circurnstanccs. 

I was pleased to hear the commendation 
hom both sides of the Committee regarding 
t ho readiness of the electoral office at all 
times to agTee to the eotablishmont of booths 
ill country electorates. It is quite a correct 
polic.v to provide facilities for the easy 
recording· of votes. proviUed the circumstances 
warrant the gumting of that right. Of 
course, it is not ncc0soary in the metropolitan 
area to i ho san1e extent, but a curious thing 
han]lcncd ai' the last municipal el,,ctions, 
which arc conducted on the State electoral 
rolk 

In the South Brisbane electorate we had 
f\n polling booths and a separate polling­
booth in 1'\orth Brisbane, making a total of 
six. In addition. there was established in the 
area of South Brisbane a polling-booth for 
tlw electoral district of Kurilpa. That polling­
booth was situated in the State high school 
building, but although within the boundaries 
of the South Brisbane electorate, any South 
Brisbane voters who desired to ·record th<>ir 
votes there had to do so as absent votero. 
That is an anomaly in itself; but, to agg-ra­
vate the position, tho City Council estab­
lished within the borders of the Kurilpa 
electorate-at the kiosk building in Dornoch 
tcrra"e-a. ]lOlling-booth for South Brisbane, 
ar >vhich electors of Kurilna would havo to 
vote as absent voters. Whatev<'r actuated 
the tm' n clerk in arranging .. ,uch a position 
as that I could not understand then. and do 
not understr.nd now. It appeared to be 
aimed at creating confusion. and to render 
the task of voting more difficult, 11·ith the 
idea, perhaps, that in the end some voters­
probably somo lady voters prcesed for time 
and who would become a little confused­
would go away without votim( at all. Let 
me rqwat my remarks: \Yithin the borders 
of South Brisbane, at the State l1ig·h school 
building, there was a polling-booth for the 
electorate of Kurilpa, at which South Bns­
bane 0lcctors had to Yote as ahscnt Yoters . 
. \. fe11· blocks further up Gladstone road, at 
the kiosk en Dornoch terrace. therr was a 
polling-booth for the electorate of South 
Brisbane, at which Kurilpa elector, had to 
vote as absent voters. I hope that position 
>Yill ho guarded against. I am in fa,-on-r of 
placing facilities at the disposal of the Yoters, 
but the polling--booth on Dornoch terrace 
should be available for use bY Kurilpa 
electors. and that at the State high school 
building for South Brisbane electors. 

Another curious matter, over which I find 
on inquiry the State Electoral Office has ne 
control. is the extravagant numbN of postal 
votes which were recorded at the last muni­
cipal election, On a previous occasion I 
mentioned the case of a lady, who was blind 
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and illiterate'. recording a postal vote. 
Infonnation has since cornc into rny posses­
sion quite accidf?ntally frorn a. rnost uncx­
pceted 'ource which shows. on unimpea< hablP 
authoritv. that a ladv who was blind and 
mental!~: defieient exei·rised a postal vote. 

c1Ir. I-L\RTLEY (Fit.:ro_,;): In addressing 
myself to this vote for .. Electoral Registra­
tiou." I \YOLJ!d offer the congratulations of 
the democ-ratic-minded section of the workers 
t:J the ::.\iini<ter· and to tlw officers of his 
<lepnrtrrwnt f0r the hig·h state of clliciencv 
into 1vhich the~- han broug·ht the electoral 
maciliner • of the State. There is not tho 

. lightest doubt that never in the 
[2 p.m.j histor:>· of Queensland has an 

opportunity to clearly express 
their \Yishcs bec!l giYen to the people of 
tht• Statc> so cffcctivclv and well as under the 
present Administratio-n. A lot of the abuses 
of the old da~-s haYo been \Yiped av ay. It 
has brt>n 1naclr easier. :-;impler, and RUl'Pl' 

for a man to g<'t on the roll and stav on tlw 
roll--that is, the State roll-and I hope that. 
"'hi le this GoYen1n1cnt rmnains in pO\VCT at 
any rate. ~11 the soft soap and humbug 
( xprcsscd b:v gcHt1mnen on the othc)r side­
all the .appc•ls to soft sentiment and sonw­
times the hammer of the press will simply 
pass OYer \Yithou1· ha..-n1g any effect at all 
on the ~\drninis1r-1 t.ion, because ovcr"':-bodv 
knows that the ri'al sentiment behind tho 
prototypes CJf gentlemen opposite and their 
p_clitical bo'-:scs j~ to prcYent a~' far as pc~­
"hlc the \nil of the peoplP finding exprcs­
swn at the ballot-box. There is not tho 
;.;lightt·~t doubt about that'. 

j}[r. :\lAx WELL: It is absolutely untrue. 

:\1r. I-L\RTLKY: It is absolutely correct. 
One has only to go OYer the historY of 
Administrations other than that of" tho 
La hour Gm-crnm< m to see very clearlv that 
()ycry effort. evPry trick, over~- sharp~ prac­
llCl' that tl<cy could put into force was put 
tntD fore·' 1 o prevent the general rnasscs of 
!he people-the working class people­
expre""-Ing ! hen· prefcrC'ncc for one party or 
the other m the State. Tho attempt was 
u.h, ay~ Jnadn. to keep v;orkcrs f!'Olll saving 
who 'houkl goYcrn and on what lines thC'v 
should _goYcrn. _1~ou _could seo that quit'(, 
clear!,~-- m cnnnC'chon wrth the Commonwealth 
roll. The Commonwealth svstem for the 
<;nrolment of <'lectors is a bad system. The 
State sysi.enl aun-; at getting n1on antl \YOlucn 
on the roll and keeping them there, ·and 
allowmg no one exc<'pt just before an elec­
tiOn to come between the voter and the 
electoral rec;istrar whose duh· it is to enrol 
them._ It is the C>lcctor's duty" in the St-ate to 
g-et hun"21f enrolled. and it is the elPctoral 
rf~gistrnl')H duty in. the State to lH!lp hin1 to 
get enrolled. Thi.s is totally differPnt from 
the Con1mon1Ycalth principle~ The Common~ 
wealth principle i to allow an intermediate 
p::rty to come in-a t~ird party--in the form 
o-:- an. already ovcnvorKed poshnan) and thev 
pay the po,tman 1 4/ 5d. per head to put 
men otf the roll and to put them on; and 
the confusion that rP,ults cannot bo wondered 
at beraHSc it is a system that cannot bo fulh 
developed. Ali the postman does is to cai1 
at theo re idencc of certain electors. Perhaps 
he finds he ~annot dPliver the letter f0r that 
day or perhaps the" succe,~ding day. He 
tmm~dratcly notes rt Left, and no further 
mqmry 1· made. The people at that resi­
dence may 11ave gone away for a fortnio·ht 
or a month with every intention of retu~·n· 
ing. It nw~- be absolutely essential that they 
1·eturll. Th<'y arc only away for a holiday, 

but that does not m.atter to chis wonderfully 
e-fficient Commonwealth Electoral Depart­
ment-that is, if you can believe hon. gentle­
men oppos1rc. It does not matter that tlw 
addressee will not get the card for some 
weeks at any rate, informing him that it is 
intended to omit or erase his name from the 
roll. By the time he gets it the damage is 
done. On the other hand, very often the 
postman inquires who else is in the house, 
There mav be visitors there, and he immedi­
ately notifies the electoral office that such­
and-such persons from another electorate aro 
residing there, and the office immediately 
enrols them for that address and gives notice 
to have them tak·Jn off the other ro 11. X o 
--.oncler there is confusion. That cannot 
happen nnclt'r the St.ate system, and I, for 
cnc, vvill a..hvays oppose any atten1pt to 
bring about a uniforrn l'Oll if it is going to 
be placed under the control of the Com­
momrealth EJ.,ctoral Department. I con· 
sider that they are ind!icient and hopelessly 
out of date, and their tricky method of pay­
ing postnwn 1 4 j 5d. per head to put men 
z>n ar1d off the roll does not commend itself 
to my jud!!;ment--that is, if we wish to have 
anything like 1 correct roll. 

Hon. me,;1bers opposite have heen com­
plaining a ,:ood deal about the manipulation 
cf boundaries of electorates in eonnPctJon ,,·ith 
the rcdi,>tril;ution of coats; The,· have a 
~lrnplc rem0dy--they haYc simply t"J. get over 
on these bf'nchcs~ \Yhen thPy can manipulate 
the boundarie;; Thev did it befoTG this 
Cior0rnment catne intO powPr, but, in spih) 
of their manipulation of the electoral 
boundaries, this UoYerrnnent got into officP 
a11d \Yill continue to d]~tribnt£' th0 Yotiug 
'trength of the State as they think lit. 

Mr. l\lOORE interjected. 

Mr. I-L\RTLEY: I clo not bother about 
comn1ls~ions. whether in connection with the 
L_tto Uo·,-ennnent or not-I think eolnmi~::iions 
havP cotnc to the 8tagc: of being a fa.rcc. 
\Vlwn hon. members opposite g-et on to these 
l:.cnc11es they can tnanlpulate the boundarie~. 
They ·would not expect us to giYe up our own 
:-. :tts so that they can come on this side­
that is ehee1· humbug and hypocrisy. This 
Government can be depended upon within 
certain Ji1nits to se2 that. no undue prepon­
derance is given to thrill. Then' i::; nothing to 
argue shout in that! \VIwther that can be 
justified from the ethical side or not does not 
enter into tho question so far as 1 aru 
C0l1CC'l'lled. 

The ouestion is, when you are in the saddle 
keep i1: the saddle. (Opposition laughter.) 
That is a verr old proverb-as old as the 
hills. Hon. members know that the claEs 
thev c;tand for and the press did not scruple 
a::. ~anv rnethod or means to kc0p them in 
po\vPr~ vd1en thcv -,yore in povver and keep 
the reprcsentativ~~s of the workcrF out. You 
have onl;c to go back to the 1910 redistribution 
and take ono striking cxan1plc. Of course, 
the pians of hon. members rniscarriPd then, 
the ,anw as this GoYcrnmont. if they go 
bc":ond the bedrock sentiment of the people 
ns to what is right and dccentl_,. fair. The 
people wili allow a certain amount of lati­
tude. Uo OYer that margin of latitude and 
it will be " Good-hve" to this Government 
just the eame as it" was "Good-bye" to the 
UoYernment in 1915. Just take one example 
of how hon. members opposite manipulated 
boundaries under the redistribution in 1910. 
They wiped out two or three electorates m 
the Xorth that would have been Labour if 

Mr. Hartlty.] 
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they had had the opportunity of returning 
representatives. In addition, they altered tho 
boundaries so as to make sure that out of 
what might be two doubtful ministerial seats 
thev would make one sure ministerial seat. 
Th~t is what they did in Rockhampton. 
Hockhampton returned two members, as you 
know-Mr. Grant and Mr. Kidston-and, 
when they came to divide the Rockhampton 
elPctorate, they simply straddled the river 
and put pfLrt of the electorate on one sido 
of the river into Fitzrov and the·? moved 
the bound an· of another ,;,rea which had been 
a ceparate 'constituency so as to make the 
electorate of Keppel, and made old ~orth 
Rockhampton into nart of Rockhampton. 
There was a natural· geographical boundary 
for an electorate, yet they ignored it and 
simply left a number on each side of the 
river and took out the Labour portion of 
Rockhampton so as to makE' a safe seat for 
l\lr, Grant in Fitzrov. When thev came to 
the election in 1912 ;t was proved' that they 
had made a fairlv safe seat for the then 
;;;.itt.ing ruen1bcr 1 bc~ause he was returned b-. 
a majority of about 600. In the 1915 elec­
tion he lost that. It only goes to show that 
It does not rnattet' how boundaries are 
manipulated, unless the administration of 
the Government cornmcnds itself to the 
people, the wiil of the people will over· 
ride such considerations as the destruction 
of what they believe to be the political faith 
of a section of the community even against 
tho Gr:nrernn1ent's designs. In regard to other 
1natters, hon. n1en1bcrs oppo:4ite kno\v that 
prior to that 1915 election-whether the·-· saw 
the storms gatheting or not WO can- only 
gur-ss~cycry attempt was rnade to mani­
pulate the rolls in favour of the then Denham 
Government. 

I know that the Railway Department was 
can\"'aRsed for the nan1e~ and number and 
localit-Y of n.ll rai!wav construdion workers. 
A list was sent out i\·om the electoral office 
ir· Brisbane, or from the Justice Department 
I b~heve 1t was, to Yarious registrar-; in the 
,·anous parts of the State, objecting to 
certam r.ames betng on the roll. Tbe Elec­
toral Act was altered so that the residential 
C/llalification was so interpreted that no rail· 
way construction workPr -who liYed in a tent 
could get his name on th" roll. That was 
done. I remember, in the 1915 election. I 
Wf'nt into the l'C'Yision court and appeared 
0n behalf of 300 men in Fitzrov and a number 
in ~'?rmanby. I was then co-operating and 
oss1stmg the tlwn Labour member for Xor· 
manby. W .... e were instrumental in preYentinO' 
tlw disfranchisement of some 500 or 600 me~ 
>tltogether. Hon. gentlemen opposite know 
that these were the .,·onrlcrful tacJ ies and 
methods employed by the Government repre· 
senbng the politi~al faith of hon. gentlemen 
opposite at that time. In spite of that, after 
all this, as the hon. member for \Vvnnum 
and others have said, if this redistribution of 
houndaries has been so unfair, how do hon. 
gentlemen come to account for it that we 
d1spla~ed them after they had redistributed 
the el.ectora.tes t? what they thought was 
to their satisfactiOn 1 In 1915 the Denham 
Government went to the countrv with a 
following o£ forty-eight, and Labour with 
twenty-four. It was a big majority, hut, in 
spite of .that, after the manipulation of these 
boundanes, they were defeated and Labour 
returned with a number of foriv-four and the 
Denham Government that after'wards became 
the party of which hon. members opposite 
are members were returned with twenty-eight. 

f2vlr. Hartley. 

Mr. MAXWELL: That proves that your argu­
ment is w-rong, and that there was no 
Jnanipulation. 

1ft-. liAHTLEY: The·.- cl id 1vhat they 
thought 1vould secure the.ir return-manipu­
lated the bm,mdaries to their advantage. In 
1920 this Government redistributed the elec­
torates. I think in the 1923 elr•ctions we were 
noarlv defeated and returnecl to this Houoe 
with 'a majority of two only. 

Mr. EnwARDS: That was in 1920. 

Mr. HAHTLEY:. It was after the redis­
tribution of boundaries, at any rate. 

Mr. BRAND: -:'\o: it was before the redis­
tribution. Yon an• tang·led up properly. 

Mr. HARTLEY: 1 may luwc made a 
n1istake. You come to this positior~-that -we 
wPre returnrd here with n. n1ajority of hvo. 
and at a subsequent election w•• got back 
again to our normal strength of forty-three. 
That all goes to show that, even in the elec· 
torates where we \\·ere supposed to bo strong, 
the administration of the Goyernrncnt was 
not in accordance with the will ot the people. 
and in spite of the boundaries our numbers 
,,·ancd but with tho increase 1 n nrog-rcss 1n 

ihe St~ato \\"C 1vere returned with a greater 
majority. A:3 far _as. I can see, and ~~ far as 
111v vote will o-o, 1t 1s. as long as fan· repre­
selltat'ion is gfvon to various interests of the­
State not alto.,.ether confinPd to the number 
of pe,ople in ab certain portion of the State, 
but to the interests and areas ancl remoteness 
of the electorates so boumlaric•s ,;hould be• 
fixed. 

The hon. member for \Vynnum instanced 
the slump in the number of, Yoters m 
Flinders and Mount Morgan. \\hat remedy 
do hon. members suggest? Do they -want 
tD wipe those two electorates out becau~e 
a slump in the industries reduced then· 
,-otin,- strength? That is th£> pohcy that 
has been prevailing in years past, _a1_1d for 
which to a great extent the cond1twn ol 
industrv in the Southern portwns of the 
State i~ attributable to-da 0 -that ,·ou simpiy 
counted heads and not the area of the country 
or the interests of the country, or the expan· 
sion of industry in the outl;.·ing portions of 
the State. Administration by merely count­
ing heads and giving. reprcsc'?tation by tho 
1mmbers of people m certam places has 
brought a good deal of population to one 
point of the State, and has really loaded 
the rest of Queensland with a big residential 
population in Brisbane,. whi.ch to all intents 
and ]1Urposes IS somcthmg m the nature of 
n commercial and industrial ctnrer on tho 
economic life of the State. Any system that 
does that is a bad s,·sterri. Om party does 
not do that. Our poiiey is boldmg tho­
smaller electorates there becansC' WE' rccog· 
nise the soundness of the development of 
the out-portions of the State. Those 11eople 
are entitled to representatwn, and It 1s not 
right that, because there is " big bulk of 
the population here living on the rest of 
the State, they should get all the rcprescnt.a­
tion. As the hon. member for South Bns· 
bane pointed out. the ,great hurdc·n pnt on 
this State was by the super-faYouritism shown 
to the Darling Downs and this southern 
corner of the State. It has put a big 
incrpase on our debt and a big- loss on our 
railwa vs. These politically gerrymandered 
railwa~'s have not given any cmnpcnsation in 
the nature of additional development to the 
rest of the State. Any Goyernment that 
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opposes or pre,-ents i hat policy being carried 
further is bound to get the confidence of the 
people in the futnre. 

1\Ir. ROBERTS (East 'l'oou•aomba): Tho 
:\linister this morning deli,-ercd a prepared 
statement, and I gathered from it that his 
object was to show that the Federal authori· 
tics were out to disfranchise some thousands 
of electors of Queensland. 

The ATTOR:-;EY-GEXERAL: That was the 
intention of the Federal Act. 

Mr. ROBERTS : The conclusions of the 
hon. gentleman arc wrong. I have enough 
confidence in tho Commonwealth Govern· 
ment to say that that was not their inten· 
tion, and thar the Federal Electoral Act 
does not proYide for that. It is quite easy 
for electors, after having been enrolled in 
one electorate and removing to another 
electorate in order to follow their occupa­
tion, to obtain enrolm<mt in that electorate. 
"'o one knows that bdter than the Attorney­
General. The hon. gentleman followed that 
charge up by forecasting a redistribution 
of seats. He said that, if he had his way­
and I largely subscribe to it-he would con­
sider the remote portions of the State in any 
redistribution. But did not the hon. gentle­
rnan receiYc a report from a Cmnrnission 
which recommended wiping out thrc" 
drfferent seats away from the metropolis. and 
drd h<' not endorse that report and intro­
duce· legislation providing for three addi­
tional seats in the metropolis? Was not 
that. the policy definitely followed by the 
Mmrster, who now talks about greater repre­
sentation for the men in the back blocks? 
His Government could have disregarded the 
report of the Commission. Because it made 
TecmnrnendationP, it ''7 as not necessarv that 
either he or his Government should e"ndorse 
those recommendations; but he followed that 
r~port up by introducing a Bill which prac­
tically disfranchised a laro-e number of 
p_eople in the country of three representa­
tJvcs, and added those three reprcsenta tives 
to the representation of the metropolis. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: Do VO'l remem­
ber the four electorates you wiried out 1 

Mr. ROBERTS: This is the man who 
talks. about doing the right thing bv the 
men 111 the back blocks! 

The hon. gentleman made the statement 
that, roughly speaking. there were 40,000 
people not ·•nrollecl who were entitled to be 
shown on the Federal roll, and, allowing for 
ihe 13.000 who may he moving about or not 
quahfiecl to be enrolled. th" actual position 
m Qucen,]ancl JS that 27,000 people are not 
shown on the Ff'clcral roll. \Vhilst I haw 
not had time to compam the seventv-two 
dccto_,-al rolls in use in Queensland, I ·have 
exammccl two. rolls with which I am parti­
cularly conccrned-tlw rolls for the Too­
woomha and East 'I'oowoomba electorates. 
The <late of the latest official State roll is 
the 17th .Jnlv; that of the Commonwealth 
rhe 28th Jnl;·, so that for comparative pur­
poses that is as dose as one can get. Of 
c·ourse, in !hose rolls that arc dated July 
we cannot hke the actual number stated o;, 
the snpplcnwnta,·y roll, because there is a 
large number of deductions by reason of 
erasure·... Taking first tho roll for the Too­
woomba el~dorate, the State roll shows a 
iota! enrolment of 7,303; that of the Com­
monwealth 7,224. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: :'\early one hun­
dted less. 

Mr. ROBERTS: There is, of course, a 
period of fourh'en days difference, whilst it 
!ltUst be borne in mind that a special appeal 
is being made at the moment for people to 
rco-ister their electoral qualifications in view 
of~ the forthcoming Federal elections. 

So far as East Toowoornba is concerned, 
the figures arc 6,700 for the State roll and 
6. 709 for the Federal roll. If the position is 
eimilar in regard to other electorates, then 
dw figures l have quoted show there is 
nothing to complain about. I know, how­
e.-er, where the 27.000 arc to Le picked up. 
They arc picked up by reason of the fact 
that' the moving population the Minister 
tulks about--the yote which he wants to 
get-is considered in fixing tho date of the 
cl.cctions. A lot of those people may have 
left the State, and there is a possibility that 
at certain times of the vear thev come back. 
\Ve cannat cheek these" things. • 

Referenc~e was also made to duplicate 
voting. I 'tgree with the Minister that the 
duplicate Yote is not worth counting-that 
it v. onld nut probably exceed ten; but the 
dillicultv we· have to contend with is that 
all the. rledorates of Queensland are not 
se. free from a lot of shuffling as is the East 
Too,voornba electorate, otherwise the Minis~ 
lor would be sitting on this side of the 
Committee and responsible Government 
\¥Gu!d btl re-established in Queensland. I 
know where the electors are in my electorate, 
because it is the duty of men who aspire to 
volitical houours to sec that they are not 
clef ea tee! by such traps as are set in their 
wav. The electoral roll of one hon. member 
who sits opposite contained the names of 
700 persans whose place of residence was 
not correct, and a great number of those 
people voted. I realise they have worked 
the machine for all it is worth. I am not 
placing the fault for that. but I will sore 
that it is not done in my electorate. These 

men do vote. \Vhether it is the 
f2.30 p.m.l person who is entitled to vote 
c or a substitute I am not in a 

r-osition to say; but we had an instance only 
yesterday showing that men are prepared 
to exercise votes to which thev are not 
entitled. Only yesterda} WC were told that 
nnion tickets wPre issu.ed to people who 
were not entitled to them, and, if they do 
that in connection with a plebiscite, they 
will do it when the actual voting comes 
to elect a member to this Parliament. If I 
can prm·ent that, I am going to do it. I 
d" not want to· disfranchise anvone. I heard 
iLc Ministr•r talk about going to the elec­
toral rcgi~trar and gi""~,-ing hirn information, 
and how nicelv he would receive it. If I 
clid that, the ·hon. gentleman .,,·:mid stand 
up in thj~ House and say, " The hon. rncm­
ber for East Toowoomba has attempted to 
influonc0 tho electoral registrar." I look 
after my O\\ll business, and I allow the elec­
toral regi,trar to look after his business. 

Mr. BRUCF: (1\, nnrdy): The hon. gentle­
man who has .i ust resumed his scat suggests 
lw innuendo thiLt there would be corruption 
nt ihe polls so far as Queensland is con­
cerned. That suggestion is wrong. So far 
C/ucensland has been exempt from that kind 
of thing, and I am rather surprised that 
the hon. member for East Toowoomba should 
maho such a mggedion. iiV'hile the hon. 
member for Fitzroy was speaking, he ma.cle 

JJ.Jr-. Bruce.) 
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1he statPmcnt that he believed that com­
~nis::~iotis to-d'tY "-ere largely a farce. This 
WftS lwartih endorsl'd bv the Leader of the 
Opposition ·'ft~·ing, " He.ar, hear!" Probably 
he vva~ thinking of the fifty-eight connnis­
,ions appointed b,- the Federal GoYernment. 
and, if \VP take their activitie') as an irJdic~;i­
tion, I shonld sav thov arc ccrtainlv rathc'l' 
" farce•. Th" J1on. member fo<· 'Burrum 
spoke on this question, aud I could quite 
uncl{ ··star1cl h ;n1 expressing the vit~v. s thrv. 
he did; bnt I could not understand his 
taking hinrscl£ so ,seriously. TJw ·whole 
Labour Party in Qtt0emland is unrepresented 
in the Senate, and no rnan \vith any corn­
rnon scnf"P or r0ason can dispute the fact 
that. ns the Labour Partv are l'eprcscntcd 
by ·"onrc hundreds of thOusands of fh'Op~e 
in QnPC'nslancl, they arc entitled t:> FOlne 

rf~pre~entation in that body. But thev hO,VP 
norw whatc•ver simply because, by careful 
manipulation of the rolls. the Tory Part.1· 
"e that they do not get it. I remember 
polling some 24,000 Yotes as a Senate can­
didate in 1920. A colh•ague of mine, Mr. 
J. V. 1\LcDonalcl, poll<•d 104,000 first sele"­
tion votes. The lowest on the Opposition 
sir!" was General Thomson. who polled 
100,000 odd; yet l•ot a Labour candidate got 
ill. I--Ion. :!l1t'1Dbcrs ovpositc haYE' bC'cn talk­
ill!! about, the :<vstern of Yotino· but the 
Fe-;l(•ral s~T~ten1 of Yotinp; definitt.•l;~ prevents 
Labour n•prcsc11tation in the Senate. 

Sonwthing has beC'n said in rdercnce to 
the l\Jonnt l\Iorgan, Uhi11agoc. and Flinders 
e-lectorates. \Ve know that during the war 
Americ.a, secured eontrol of the mineral pro­
duct of the world and fixe·d prices causing 
a sltunp in the rnining indu~tr,n throughout 
Qnt>cnsland ; and that was the sole reason 
for the fall in numbers in those e!ectoratcc .. 
[ remember in 1918, v.lwn the ~.\ttorney­
General became m('mher for Flinders. there 
;vere 7,000 QUd '·otcs on the roll for that 
£·lectoratC". There~ arc 2,000 oclcl yotcrs on 
tho roll to~da:·; but, when J'.lount lsa gets 
goin~, there may pocsibly be 10,000 voters 
on th0 Flinders roll in the course of a Year 
ot~ two. ~o Govcrnn1ent, irrespP'_;tiv8 of 
what party they represent, C'lll poe•ibly 
arrango for occurrences such as this. 

Queensland w entitled, ~·· it~ Yoting 
strength, to another Federal member; but 
the Commonwealth GoYernment will not givt' 
it because the necessity of arranging that scat 
n>ight possibly give the Labour Party two 
or three extra seats in Queensland. Although 
we arc ontit'led to that representation, the 
Commonwealth Governm('nt will not allow it 
\Ye have not got the representation we aP 
entit h:d to as QtH'enslander:'-; and son1e hon. 
me1nber:3 opposite arc apparendy such '' littlo 
Quccnslanders" that they will not support 
the rights of the State. 

1 remember there v. as no trouble from the 
Oppo~itlon regarding the rLJistribu.t]on of 
seats in connection with the l(enneclv elec· 
torate. There were rumours in the .. daiiv 
paper .. that this scat had be<•n presented to 
the Opposition-that they would put up a 
candidate ':-,·ho \vould walk in and take thu 
scat-and they \Vcrc very pleased. Pctson~ 
a.lly, I did not agree with. r·hat Yiew, so I 
norninated as a candidate, and won the seat. 
In 1926 there was the same stor~·· The Oppo­
sition had nothing to say about the redistri· 
bution, bl!t they had overlookeci the intclli­
~cnco of rho people. They forget that the 
people were intelligent, and that the rechs­
tribution did not affeet the i"uc at all. Thc 
difficulty is that we cannot say that redistri. 

[Mr. Bruce. 

bution of scat, \Yi!l eut ont 1he illt•'llig('nt 
people. If we eould do that. the Or>Do-ltion 
might get into power; but we canuot do iL 
It. does not rnatter ho'\v :;;pat:-' are cut out. 
Sornc hon. n1ernbcrs on this sidP hayp said 
rhat, whPn tlw Opposition geL into }JOWPl', 
they can redistribute the seats to ::.uit thern­
selYc~"; but I venture to sa v thev (_an not. :\'o 
tnatter hew thev redistrlbute i-hc seats. rho 
Labour _partv 'will Btill l't'tnajlt on theso 
benches. becaUf:{' of the good legi.•dation v-ru 
have carried out. The people arl' intellig<>nt 
enough to know v;hirh partv :-nit:-; tlwn1 and 
incrodscs the prosperity of the State. lf hon. 
rncrnbers opposite arranged :1 l'Cdlstribution 
of seats, the result would he that we woulcl 
still bP sitting over here. Th0 liHlO has go no 
ra3t when hon. 'rnembers opposite can take 
the yotcs fronl the nonu~dic ·workcn.;-thc 
actual producer' of thl' wealth iu the Stat~­
and \VhPn thcv can relv on the intelliu-encc of 
the people ir; the State to vote for them: 
they arc a discredit<>d party. It is only a 
party which has dorw thing·, ancl acte·d in thu 
inter('sts of rhc people of the State that can 
PYf'r hold the Goyernrrwnt beneho~: there­
fore, the party O}lpo~itc v;ill alway:-" be in 
opposition. 

The HOJ\IE SECRETARY (Eon. ,J. Stop· 
fO!'d, Jlount )lor!Jan): I desire to refer to 
the rPn1ark~ of the hon. n1e1Hber for \Vvn­
nunr. who, in n1y opinion. pla..:Pcl the positlou 
rt•Q·ardino· rnv electorate \Yroncrh- h~forc rhe 
pc,ople (~f QuPCliSland. The ch~on. llletnber 
i1nplied thn.t I ,,·a~ representing le::<s than the 
quota of people m'cess,Hy to "kct a member. 
There is a. significance about the thing, 
bccausL' the hon. me111her for :\lirani, in a 
letter that appeared in the '· Com·ier ,. a few 
da~vs ago, in rnaking a co1npariRon of tho 
,·oting strength of the four electorar.c.;; that 
were droppNl b:· the recent r<'distribution, 
quoted my electorate as one of those that 
were below the quota, forgctring that my 
c•lectorate had more than the quota when the 
!'('distribution was made. Apparently he 
ilitendcd to mislead people into a belief that 
the Qoy;;rnment had done so111ething dis­
honc"t; in retaining ?\{aunt 11organ a~ a scat 
when the:r uroppcd certain country elec­
torate•,, During my election campaign the 
quota of electors on the roll for 11ount :\;1or­
gan was 4,573. the nurnbeT of people v;ho 
votPd being 3.942, or 86 per cent. of the 
enrolment. I maintain that the fact that the 
industrial depression has n1ade it necessary 
for a large section of the population of that 
town to leave the district and haYc their 
na mcs ren1oyed frorrr nry roll iS~ not a rea' on 
why the "~hole State of QucN1sland shoulcl 
haYe a redistribution of JCats. Tlte hon. 
member for \Vynnum insinuated that tho 
redistribution was neccs~arv becausf' of thP 
mining d('pression. He ;c!id "not tell the Cam~ 
mittee whether the redistribution was ro 
apply to ::Hount JVIorgan alone or was to be 
o·cneral 
" :\Ir. Kr"G: To appl;- to the \dJOlc State. 

The H0~1E SLCRETARY: 'l'hat means 
t.hat the \Yholc State' must b, rcdistributer! 
because of the tnnporar:v cleprc "-ion in one 
part of it. E,·eryboch- kno' s tha.t the mining 
indu~iry has reached a point \vher~ jt 
requires syrnpathctic consic1ctzttlon, and.- if 
yDu ar0 going to ~ho\\- that syn1pathy b.\­
Jemoving fron1 this Chamber the handful of 
men who rPprcscnt that important industry 
because ccri-::1in f:'lectoratc:;:. haYc fallen Lelo·w 
the pcrn1ls~iblc n1ini1nnn1, it rneans that at 
a period wh0n ihc industr~: 5llecinll~~ requires 
rcprdcntation in this Cha:nber to protect 
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its interests it will be depriYed of it. The 
pre&ont roll for Mount 1VIorgan numbers 
3,96'!. 2\'ormanby-which has neycr had thn 
minimum allowed-has 4,783, or 1,819 more 
than 1V1ount Jiiorgan. [ do not object to a 
redistribution, because I would haYe the satis­
faction of knowing that the hon. member 
for Xormanbv would lean• this Chamber and 
I would represent both Mount :\1organ and 
Xormanby. But, although l'viount :Ylorgan 
has only 3,964 \Olers, in intelligence they have 
demonst.rated that thcv arc far ahead of 
some of the most LUIY1erous electorates by 
choosing rno as their rcprescntatiYe. (Laugh­
ter.) I haYo no objection to a redistribution 
of seats. I would haYc no objection to a 
fixed per.iod for a redistribution; but I can­
not subscribe to the argument that, because 
temporary dcprcs.sion has manifested itself 
in one corner of the S:1t0, a redistribution 
of the whole State should follo\Y as a natured 
corollary. 

l\lr. TA YLOR (Win,hor): An aspect of 
the <~lcctoral registmtinn which I do not 
think haF yet been mentioned is that, if I, 
for instance. Jive in the elc{'toratc of th0 
Attornc·y-G I'neral for fiy,, or six months and 
my nanoe is on lhc roll for that electorate, 
and if I rcmoYe from that electorate and 
eon1c to South Bri;;bane and r0sidc there 
the time nccc .. sary to enable me to get on 
the South Brisbane roll but do not do so, 
and an cl<'dion takes phce in Flinders, T 
am able lo vok down here against the 
:\Iinistcr. I think !h'lt is wrong. Some 
period of time should be fixed-\\'hether I 
an1 a nmnnclic: \Yorkcr or not-,vithin \Vhich 
I should have to got on t!.e South Brisbane 
roll. 

The ATTOR~: .\'-GEXER.\L: You are liable to 
prosecution if you do not. 

Yl:r. 'rA VLOR: I doubt vcrv much if I 
am, RCC'')rding to the interpretation of the 
Act that I ha c l1ad. People c-an remain on 
a roll an.J be resident in an altogether 
different part of the State for six or twelve 
months, and yet vote in respect of that 
enrolment. That is a thing that shouH be 
remedied. 

It ha.s been statml that the Opposition have 
tried to keep people off the roll. vYe cannot 
keep them off if they want to get on. \Vhat 
power hav<' the police to preyent any per­
"on "·ho 1s a ros1dcnt of Quccn ... land and is 
qualified from getting on the roll if he 
wnnts to get on? Hon. rnombcrs on the 
other side know that we have not the power. 

::\fr. C. J. RYAN: You can mislead them. 

l\lr. TA YLOR: You would do that. but 
we \Yould not. The Commonwealth depart­
ment has been mcntionPd during the debate; 
hut. If any department does its utmost to 
seem·<· the enrolment of electors, it is tho 
C,_..nunon",;calth dcpartrnent. 

Mr. BntTE: Te> get them oif. 

J\h. TAYI.OR: Kcarlv evcrv letter that 
passes through the post office' to-day has 
stamped on the envelope certain advice. This 
appears on the em·<'lopc that I hold in mv 
hand. posJcd in B1·i 8nuo on the 5th of tbi's 
:nonth-

" Common' ealth rolls. Correct enrol­
n1cnt com[Julsory." 

ThP<<' letters arc !wino- <listributod not onlv 
in Qnecnsland but thr~ughout Australia · 

J\fr. \Vrcs1',\NLEY: Thousands of people 
never ?f'e a letter. 

Mr. TA YLOH: 'l'hat mav be so. 
Mr. \VrXSTA>;LEY: They do not all live jn 

the metropolis. 

:Nh. TA YLOR: The Commonwealth depart­
ment is doing its duty in giving as much 
publicity as posoible to the fact that enrol­
ment is compulsory. Some responsibility, 
then, rc·sts upon the electors to see that their 
!lames are on the roll. Neither the State 
nor the Commonwealth Bhould be expected 
to spoonfecd the electors in this matter. 

1\fr. BRTICE: That i.s all right in the city, 
but what about the country? 

'l1r. TA YLOR: It is probablv more diffi­
rult and alwa s will be so in ·the countrv. 
The hon. member for Do" en said this morn­
ing that at one Federal election there were 
178.000 informal votes cast. 

i\Ir. BAR1LE>": The last Federal election. 

'lir. 'l'AYLOR: That amounts to 5 per 
cent. of the total population of the Com­
monwe • lth entitled to Yote. 

'l1r. C. J. RYAX: That is a high flcrcent· 
age. 

:VIr. TAYLOR: I do not think it is. 1 
ha \TC always received the greatest cDurtcsy 
from the present Attorney-General. Since I 
haYe been in this Parliament we have had 
t brcc or four lay A ttorneys-Goneral; but the 
!H'c-.ent Attornev-General stands head and 
shoulders over the others from the point of 
vie"· of abilitY. I told him that. after his 
handling of iegal Bills in this Chamber. 
There is nothing to complain of in that 
rt'gard. This rnorning he endeavourod tD 
bring forward ail the inequalities and defects 
that· exist in the elcctoml svstems of tho 
o1 hor State~ to justi(v ccrtairl irregularitie~ 
and incqualiti( ·c; which we contend exist in 
Queensland. It is certainlv not a fair basis 
for argurrJPnt to suggest tha.t, because there 
arc Gio;ger quotas or certain irregularities 
or inequalities in other electoral sv~tems we 
arp justified in continuing these ·defect~ in 
this State. The main thing is to giye every 
rnan and woman a vote. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXCRAL: I did not condemn 
the Victorian system. I rather suggested 
that we m1ght, with some jnstiftcation, follow 
that system. 

:Ylr. H. l\1. Ru;oSELL: Vi'e h~ve something 
worse than that hero, 

:\fr. TAYLOR: I do not remembf'!' the 
hon. gentleman applying an,y argument in 
that direction this morning. Our duty is to 
g1 \·e eYer,v pcl'son entitlf'd to Yote a chance 
of recordm~· that Yote. That does not exist 
in Brisbane at the ]m•scnt time. No polling­
booth was c"tablishNl in Brisbane on the 
cwcasion of the recent by-Plection for :\1ilchell. 

}fr. Bow : If t!Jerc had been one it would 
haye inerea.sccl 111:- Yote. 

Mr. T.\ YLOR: Ko opportunity exist• in 
by-elections for fwople to record their votes 
in Brisbane, if they happen to be here. 

The ATTORXEY-GEKER.IL: \Vc ha ye done the 
ne::t h0st thing-: we give evcrv person \Yho 
is entitled the rii!;ht to Yote. · 

'!Yh·. Bow: Thev do not do that in the 
Federal elections. · 

Mr. TAYLOR: How could an clPctor for 
the l\!IitchPII electorate who happened to 
be in BnsJ:.ane on t.he day of the by-election 
rPcord a vote? The voter, prohabl:v, had 
no! the rr·oncv to proceed to the Mitchell 

JJir. Tavlor.] 
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electorat0 io record his vote. At a general 
election a L one time a polling-booth was 
established at the tom ist bureau for the 
convenience of Quccneland visitors in Syd­
ney; but during the last election, and I 
think the proceed·i,lg election, no such <·on­
venienc~· existrd. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why should there be? 

Mr. TA YLOR: If it is right to have an 
r.bcnt polling-booth in Brisbane for the 
electorates of Rockhampton m· Fitzroy. 
surely it is right to have a booth in s-.-dney "? 

Mr. H.IRTLEY: Why not in London' 

Mr. 1' A YLOR : I do not want to c::trrv 
my argument to a ridiculous absurdity. A 
residullt of Que<msland holidaying in Syd­
ney or 'Ylclboll!·ne should have an oppor­
ilmity of recording a vot0 there on the 
occasion of a general clcctioli. 

Mr. GARTER: Would vou ha Ye a booth it. 
New Zealand. -

Mr. TAYLOR; Ko; you lt.>vc to clra.w t'ce 
lino so1newhcre. 

Th" CHAIH.!\IA~i : Order : 
i\h. BRUCE: The polling-bc.ol h in ;:;ydncy 

was not availed of. 

Mr. TAYLOR: On th~ 1aot occasion thctt 
a polling-booth vms establshed at the to•nist 
bureau in Sydney it took the officials until 
10 o'clock at night to cope with the demands 
for ballot-papBrs. 

Mr. HYNEE interje.:ted. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ' The hon. mcm­
Ler for Townsville must not interrupt when 
an hon. member is speaking. 

Mr. TAYLOR: On that occasion manv 
c]Pctors of this State th<>t• in Sydney left 
the polling-booth without exercising t lll' 
franchise. Electon of Queensland who :tl'P 

temporarily absent from Queensland should 
have the opportunity to vote. 

Mr. HARTLEY: A man should safeguard 
his rig·ht to vote. the same as the Stat" 
safeguards it for him. 

Mr TA YLOR: I rccogni<e that there are 
certain responsibilities on the electors. ThP 
ckctions of the Brisbane City Council an' 
1-.cld on the State rolls, and I ha:v'' had 
scvoral instances of people complai>Jir1f' thnt 
they were not on the roll, notwithstanding 
that they had received a card informing 
them that they were. I advised them to 
get the nrd, and found that it was a 
Federal electoral card. 

Mr. BRUCE: I saw that seYera] times m 
the council elections. 

Mr. TAYLOR: That is so-the1 thoug·ht 
thev were on the roll for the State~ lmt w"Cn• 
not:' 

If the Go:vernment can see their wav to 
come to some arraar;cment with the Common­
wealth Government wherebv one roll will 
,uffice. then the difficulty -~thich has been 
mentioned and probably mane· other diffi­
culties will vanish. 'Tb.erc should not bt• 
two enrolments for State and Federal pur­
poses; one roll would remove much of the 
confusion that exists at present. 

Mr. HYNES: Do vou not. think the State 
should have full cm1trol of its electoral laws, 
without any reference to an outside body? 

Mr. TAYLOR: The State would have 
full control of its own laws. It woul<l 
nwrcly be a matter of collecting the names 

[Mr. Taylor. 

and saving expenditure-following the same 
principle that has been adopted in connec­
tion with the collection of income tax. 

Referring to Barrimoon, I interjected that, 
if the Minister were on this side of the 
Chamber, he would probably take the same 
view as the Leader of the Opposition. I 
am not going to criticise the department. 
Some of us are to blame: and, if Barrimoon 
has been include<l in the Port Curtis elec­
torate for a number of years. so much the 
more blameable are the lndi:vicluals who are 
really responsible for it. Whatever opinions 
hon. · metnbcrs rr1ay ~1aYc on the matter, it 
was certainly not m11ndatory on the part of 
the Minister to make ihe change on tho 
eve of a by-election. It would have looked 
much better if the change had not taken 
place at the present time. 

Mr. BmrcE: 'There will be a row if Barri­
moon wins the Bur]](•tt. 

Mr. TAYLOR: In conclusion, we on this 
side arc not attempting· in any way to keep 
people off the rolls. If hon. members oppo­
site '(ive but slight consiJeration to the 
questwn, thev must know that we have no 
desire to disfranchise people; that· we ha Ye 
no nower to do so: and that anv elector 
who is qualified can be enrolled. ir;espectivc 
of members on both sides of the Committee. 

Mr. BRUCE (K cnnedy): I agree with the 
hon. member for Windsor that electors rccsid­
ing within the metropolitan boundaries or 
in places where the postman calls have no 
grievance if their names do not appear on 
the rolL When I was organising on the 
Bowen-Collinsville r·ailwav construction 
works, there were men residing at the various 
camps whose names appeared on the latest 
•·oiL In those· circumstances we did not 
worry; we thought everything was right: 
but just at the eleventh hour, prior to the 
Federal elections coming on, we found that 
men who had shifte<l- from, say, 25-mile 
Camp to. say, 36-rnile Camp. had their 
names deliberately erased ft-om the roll. Five 
or six hundrf'd DlP.ll engaged on those ·works 
were defranchised because the•v had moved 
from a compleh,d portion of· the' work to 
another locrction where work hacl to be done. 

Mr. TAYLOR: \V ere thev still in the same 
electorate? · 

Mr. BRPCE: Of com-,st' the>' were. Some 
only moved 10 or 11 mile's: · otlwrs onlv 5 
miies. I presume the hon. mcmbN infers 
that these men could have got cards entitling 
them to vote. The point is. howeYN, that 
it. is not known deflnitdv wlwther a vote 
1 ecorded in tlurt way will ht• allowed, 

[3 p.m.] 

If it had not been that we• found it out at 
t'he eleventh hour. those men would. have 
been disfranchised. That method of con­
trolling a roll is not fair. That ,-otc was 
practically a 100 per cent. Labour Yotc. 

The same thing occur,; in connection with 
'~ligar workers. They rnay b(' rcgi:'-tcr0d ai'i 
Smith's farm, and before the sPason is over 
they may be cutting at Brown's farm, and 
!'hey may be wiped off the Federal roll. It 
ncpends largely on the people controlling the 
roll at the time and their political opinions. 
l\Icn carrying out ;:.;ea:;;onal work who only 
mm·e a few mill's are depriYed of thei1· right 
to ,-oto under the Federal systnm. I agree 
with one hon. member. who said that it 
would be better to ha Ye ·on the roll men who 
have gone to the other State~ than to deprive 
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p~ople liYing in the State of the right to 
vote. That cenainl~ is done bv the Federal 
authorities. and I, for one, fo1· rhat reason 
alone would be very loath to adopt the Com­
momn•alth system. 

Mr. iVI.AX\VELL (1'oou·ong): I do not think 
the remarks of the hon. member for Fitzroy 
have in any way helped the :Minister. It 
seems to me that, when an hon. member says, 
" \V hen you are in the saddle, stop there," 
he infers that any means justify the end. 

.Mr. CARTER : He did not say that. 

2\ir. MAXWELL: He did. The hem. mem­
ber does not know what the hon. member said. 
and I am quite satisfied that the hon. member 
for Fitzroy will be game enough to admit that 
he did sav it. Ko matter what an indiYidual 
Minister 'may think is right, when the Elec­
toral Districts Act lavs it down definitelv 
what shall be ·done it Is onlv a fair nronosl­
tion that the 11inister should instruct his 
officers to arrange a redistribution of seab 
for the whole of Queensland so that each 
electorate shall contain somewhere near the 
quota fixed by the Act. I emphasise again 
what I ~;aid previously in connection with 
this yute-thar the Electoral Districts Act of 
1910 provirlcs for a quota of one-seventy­
second of the total votes, but permits a 
margin of one-fifth above or one-fifth below 
that quota. The total enrolment is 479,007. 
The statutory quota is 6,653; the minimum 
is 5,323: the maximum 7,983. If we analyse 
this a little further, we find that it has been 
so arranged that of the electorates above the 
statutory maximum the Government repre­
sent t',1·o, aud the Opposition nine; and, by 
way of excuse, ~f I may tcrrn it such, the 
Minister says that this was dono by Tory 
Governments previously. I claun that we are 
not responsible for what was done by previous 
GoYernmentc-if they did it. If a thing is 
wrong, it is \Vroug. That was wrong, and 
the 2\Iinister has no right to perpetuate some­
thing which is wrong. 

The ridiculousness of the thing is empha­
sised in connection with the hon. gentleman's 
own clecwrate. The number of electors on 
the Flinders roll is 2.536, and, as a reasonable 
man, the hon. gentleman must admit that it 
is a most unf-air proposition that he should 
represent only 2,536 electors--I am told that. 
according to the latest return, the number is 
only 2.373. 

It is not fair at >tll, when we come to 
consider other electorates with from 5,000 
to owr 11.000 electors lion. members oppo­
site woclld ha Yf' been 1wdectly justified and 
would have done it, if they had been sitting 
in opposition, if such a thing had taken 
place. 

I would remind the Minister of ono seat 
which was treated in a way which 'vas not 
honoLlrable-I refer to !he· :VIcrthvr <'lecto­
rate. That was nndouhtedly a d.isgracch<l 
episode. when a number of people of a cer­
tain political leaning were removed from 
one Pkctoratc to another. At the same time.· 
other people vvho had anti-Labour political 
leanin~s "·ere taken out of Merthvr and 
pushed wme"·here eise. The result was that 
Mr. }facgregor, who held ihe seat, was 
pushed out. 

\Yo talk about. cros"ing rivers-the Govern­
ment crossed Breakfa, .. t Creek. in the Vallev 
electorate. They went across Bowen Bridg'e 
and right away into another electorate to 
make good in some way the wrong they had 
done in that electorate. ?\o matter who 
does that kind of thing, it is not right. 

1928-4 I 

\V e on this si do do not stand for that. 
It dor's not matter what hon. members 
opposite may sa:- about what previous Go­
vernments did. Let the Minister set an 
example to the whole community by sa,:ing, 
'·If other Governrncnts did those wrongs, we 
do not stand for them." The part~- with 
which he is associated sa:-·s, " vV e believe 
in a dean roll: we do not believe in corrup­
tion: we belieYe in a fair and decent spin 
to everybody." Does the :Ylinister think 
that it is giYing a dt>cent spin when electo­
rates with 2.500 electors are put on the same 
footing as eicctorates with 6,000, 9.000, or 
11.000 voters? That seems to me to be most 
ridiculous. 

Then there arc electorates below the statu. 
tory quota, in connec-tion with which the 
(;oveenment have sixteen mernbers, and the 
nnfortnna te Opposition only two. That is 110t 
r · -r , : 1 ~ l_ _ __ , 1 T 1 _ __ _ ~ _____ _ : ... _ 
~UI.l, J..t 1;"'1 \_ll~l\V.Ut~L. J...LU11. lllt:U.Ll.Jt:.L~ VtJ!JVU.lV.:> 

know that things were arranged that way. 
They arc in the saddle, and I suppose they 
vYill sta.) there as long- as possible; but there 
will come a time wlwn the people v•·ill throw 
them out of tho saddle, and I \enture to sa.y 
that it will not be long before that tim•J 
COillC'S. 

I want to rder to a statement of the hmL 
HlenllJC!' for Bowcn in connection \vith ""'thn 
nun1ber of representatives in Parlimne-nt. 
The idr r, he ;.aid, of talking about reducing 
the number of n:embcrs of this Parliament 
to fiftv! I wonder what he would have said 
if he· had heard the speech made by the 
Secretan· for Mines the other night! Does 
the hon. member forget that unification is 
the policy of the Labour Party, and that it 
will re3Ult in the elimination of the State 
members of Parliament? V\'here does the 
consistency or sincerity cornc in on the part 
of hon. members opposite. who on some 
occasions when thev are out of the saddle 
arc prepared to advocate unification, but, 
when they are in the saddle, unification is 
no good to then1 ? 

\Ye were told at the inception of federation 
that the cost of government was going to 
be reduced ; but hon. members know full 
well that the cost has become so he a vv that 
it is aimost unbearable. Undoubtedly," some 
arrangement must be made-whether it be by 
n1eans of unification, a reduction of members. 
01 something else-to reduce it. Things 
ca,nnot go on as; they are, in view of the 
taxation that has to be paid. I am not 
going to pursue that subject; but I point 
to the inconsistencv of the hon. member 
for Bowt>n, and le,{.-e it at that. He sav; 
that democracy has nm·er been given a trial. 
\Ye know it has. It has failed lamentablv 
under this Government. I was glad t.o 
hear the speech of the hon. member for 
Fituoy, because the people will know that 
the thing is to stay in the saddle when you 
are once there. It will be for the Opposi­
tion to convince the people that they should 
capsize the Government out of the saddle. 

:\Ir. HARTLEY: You have been trying to 
do it for over ten years. 

}\Jr. CARTER (l'ort ('urtis): I have had 
the opportunity of studying both the Federal 
and State electoral systems and comparing 
the sy:.tem in this State with the svstems 
in th'e other States and in the Co;;.,mon­
wealth: and I have also compared it with 
the svstem under the late Denham Govern­
ment.' so favoured by members of the Oppo­
sition. ·when oue considers the electoral 

Mr. Carter.] 
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svstoms of both the Commonwealth and the 
State, one cannot but feel that they arc most 
suitable for their purpose. They arc 
admirable s.vstems. and, were the methods 
d cleansing the rolls exactly similar, I would 
be quite agreeable to have one roll for the 
two purpNos of Federal and State elections. 
I have nothing but admiration for the Federal 
and State Electoral Registrars, as I regard 
them as both capable and trustv.orthy officers. 
The card systc•m used in th<' said offices is 
pcrf<'ct, because in each case the. roll 
automatically purges Itself. That Is to 
sa v an elector transferring to another electo­
rat~ stfltes the electorate he is leaving, and 
he is automatically taken off the rolL Any­
bodv cvho has studied the card system 
employed both by the Federal and State 
authorities must realise that duplication is 
almost impossible. There may be odd cases; 
but in many instances where there is appa­
rent duplication, it is caused only because 
there are penons of similar names. Take 
my own name. It would be impossible 
for my name to be duplicated on any roll 
because they wouid take my place of birth 
and my age. It is extremely unlikely that 
there would be two persons of my name 
born in the same place on the same day 
and enrolled on the same roll. If I trans­
ferred from Giadstonc to Brisbane, I would 
state all thPse particulars. The result is 
that thnv would trrke mv card out of the 
Port C'm:tis file and put it into the Brisbane 
file. That applies in both State and Federal 
systems. They are both admirable. 

The FPderal electoral system is quite equal 
to the State electoral system from the point 
of view of enrolment, and I have just as 
much faith in the Fe-deral staff as I have 
in the State staff; but, when it comes to 
removing names from the roll, it is entirely 
a <lilferent matter. Under the Federal system 
your name may be taken from the roll 
without your knowing anything about it, 
because vou have not access to a Federai 
roll amPI;ded every three months as is done 
in the casE' of the State roll. The State roll 
enables one to ascertain those who have been 
removed from th" roll and those recently 
placed on the roll; but the Federal roll is 
only printed every three years. You may be 
off the roll for over two vears and know 
nothing about it. A numbe~ of people leave 
a hotel whNe they are staying, and 
cards are addressPd to them at the hotel 
informing them that it has been reported 
that they are not living at the address 
given. Of course, they do not get those 
cards notifying them that their names will 
be removed. consequently the names are 
removed without their knowledge. They 
examine the electoral roll that is available, 
but there is nothing there to indicate that 
thei1· names are off the roll. That is why 
the Federal electoral system is wrong from 
the point of view of removing names, and 
whv I do not .-iew it favourablv in contrast 
with the State system. There is no roll 
compiled in Australia as complete and fair 
as the Q.uecnsland electoral roll, which stands 
alone in thrtt respect. Once a name is placed 
on the State roll it remains there until taken 
off fm· just cause. \Ye are told that people 
mav no.t r0move their names. I have had 
evidence of that myself. 'Cntil the last 
election the name of the former member for 
Port Curtis, 1\fr. J. W. Fleteher, had been 
retained on the Port Curtis roll for nearlv 
three vears. although he had resided durini;­
that t'ime in the Maranoa electoratP. He 

[1vlr. Carter. 

Pnrolled on the Federal roll for his new 
district, but omitted to remove his name from 
the Port Curtis roll, hoping to be able to 
use his vote against me at the State election. 
I asccrtain0cl his new place of abode, and 
his name "·as removed after a claim form 
r.ad been sent to him bv the State Electoral 
Registrar stating that,· if he did not enrol 
in Maranoa. he would be fined, and that, in 
any case, his nanw would be removed from 
the Port Cm·tis roll. 

.Mr. BRAXD: Did you do that? 
Mr. CARTER: I certainly did. 
Mr. BRAYD : I am surprised at you. 

}\fr. CARTER: Anv common-sense man 
would do it. and. if the hon. member does 
not do it. he is not awake to his own 
interests. This gentleman and his wife were 
thre~· vean out of mv electorate. There is 
anothe'r case of an elector who was four 
months out of my electorate. 

:\fr. BRA:\D: You claim to be generous to 
your opponents. 

Mr. CARTER: So I am; but I am not 
generous to unfair, dishonest mpn. I allowed 
the name to remain on the roll for three 
years, and then at the psychological moment 
the name was rernm·ed to another rolL If 
the f!lcctoral registrar ascertains that a man 
has rPmoYed to another electorate, it is his 
duty to change the enrolment. There is no 
fairer man in charge of any department 
in Queensland than the State Electoral 
Registrar in Brisbane. Clur friends on the 
other side are loud in their praise of the 
Federal authorities, who arc informed only 
by postmen that men should be off the roll. 
It has been said that men may vote by post 
in respect of an electorate in >-fhieh they are 
not enrolled. l had eYidence of that during 
the last election. 

A man who had been compelled to put his 
name on the roll for J\1aeka v, to which place 
he had gone from Port Curtis, still voted for 
Port Cm·tis, his name apparently still 
remaining on that roll. I do not belie\·e 
he voted for ;vrackay. He was honest 
enoug·h not to do that. His name 
,,·as taken off the Port Curtis roll auto­
matically with his registration on the Macka~· 
roll. The same prac·tiee applies in the case 
of everv elector when leaving the electorate 
for which he is enrolled. Immediately he is 
enrolled for the electorate to which he has 
retnoved, his name is automatically rcn1oved 
from the electorate he came from. It is the 
common custom in the Federal arena for post­
men ro take electors off the rolL The Federal 
registrar is honest in the matter; but, as the 
Federal GoYernment do not issue a supple­
mentary roll every three months, the fact of 
whether an elector is on or off the roll cannot 
be correctlv ascertained. The Federal elec­
eoral regi~trar is sufficiently co_urteous _to 
inform anv individual who applies to hmt 
,,-het her he is on the roll or not; but we 
should not be compelled to depend on the 
registrar for that information .. Rolls should 
be published cYery threP months. If that 
were done. the Federal rolls would b0 much 
cleaner. Electors can be taken off the Federal 
roll for tweh·e months or two years without 
being aware of the fact. They would. k~O\Y 
that tlwv were on the roll at some periOd or 
other, but probably during a temporary 
ab'('nce of two or three \Vceks the postman 
called and found them absent, an·d they wer<' 
taken off the roll The Federal GO\·ernment 
haYc resorted to the reprehensible practice of 



Supply. [11 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1267 

'· s~alping." That is to say, they pay post­
men to keep electors off the roll. If they 
paid the postman to place electors on the 
roll, there would be some justification for 
their action. 

Mr. MOORE: They also pay them to put 
electors on the roll. 

Mr. CARTER: Then I commend them fm 
it They should be assisted in that object. 

Some hazy statements have been made by 
hon. members opposite regarding the trans­
fer of electors at Barrimoon from the Port 
Curtis to the Burnett electorate. Those who 
made the statements, unfortunately, were in 
absolute Ignorance of what took place, other­
wise thev would not have made their state­
ments. Darrimoon is on the railwa v line that 
is being ~onstructed from Many· Peaks to 
Monto, and, as the construction of the line 
progresses, the workers go out of one elec­
torate into another. During the last State 
election, not ten people at Barrimoon were 
entitled to be on the l3urnett roll. 

Mr. MAXWELL: But 100 votes were recorded 
there. 

11r. CARTER: That was be•~ause a polling­
booth was established there, and electors 
came from the eastern side to the western 
side of the range to record their votes. The 
majority of the people who voted there came 
from the Port Curtis electorate. The top of 
the range is not the whole of the boundary 
between the Port Curtis and Burn0tt elec­
torates. The other boundary is on the 
west·ern fall of the Dawes Range at Mount 
Cannindah. Barrimoon is not half a mile 
from that boundary. Many of the electors, 
knowing this, allowed their names to remain 
on the roll, and no steps were taken to trans­
fer their names as the work progressed. I 
do not suppose there are ten people on the 
ro1l at Barrimoon. The men working on 
the . construction works at Kalpowar, about 
4 miles to the south-west of Barrimoon. could 
vote there. Thev are now 7 miles on the 
western side of Barrimoon. and conse­
quently well in the Burnett electorate. 
Friends of hon. members opposite, believing 
that these men were remaining on the roll 
for the purpose of voting for rne. got busy, 
and the result was that the whole of these 
people were changed to the roll of the elec­
torate where they resided. That change was 
made at a time when it was unfortunate for 
hon. members opposite, as somewhere about 
300 strong- Labour supporters were thus trans­
ferred to the Burnett· roll at the instance of 
the agent of hon. members opposite. Now 
they are angry. 

Mr. 1fAXWELL: That is wrong. 

Mr. {'ARTER: It is not wrong. These 
people, who are my prospective opponents, 
'ery naturaily got busy; and, when the. 
people came to me, I sa id. " You are not 
on my roll any longer: your place is in the 
Burnett electorate." The enrolment com­
menced before a by-election was 0ver thought 
of; but now that certain people have mo' ed 
lo get the change and reali~e th&t Mr. 
Martin will probably win the Burndt seat 
for Labour, they a re v0ry sorry that they 
ever interfered with the electors in and 
around Barrimoon. 

On the subject of boundariE's. it is interest­
ing to note that the same boundaries which 
in 1918 resulted in forty-eight members being 
returned to this side of the Chamber. as 
compared with twenty-four on th-e Opposi-

tion side. WPre responsible three years after 
for the Opposition attaining to within four 
of a majority. Thot clearly oho .. vs that 
boundaries have nothing to do with tho 
position-that is a matter of the feeling of 
the electors. The boundarie-; of the p]cc­
torates of Queensland are equitably fixE'd. 
Personallv, I s•1ffcred considerablv at the 
lost redi~trihution. when a portio'n of the 
Musgrav<e electorate was included in the 
Port Curtis Plc~torate, but I flatter mvself 
that, although that portion of the Musg.rave 
gave Mr. Cattermuil a majority of 400 over 
:\fr. Armf1t>ld in the 1920 electiqnF the 
<·hange has not ven materially affected the 
strong pusition of l)ort C'urti--.' 

Further. it was noticeable thot in the 
metropolitan area where Labour candidates 
were returned for thA Legislative As-.embly, 
anti-Labour candidates were returned for the 
]c,cal authorities. The people rcali,ecl that, 
whilst they might vote for the Tories for 
the iocal authorities and in the Feckral· 
Parliament. they could do no orher than 
Yote for Labour in this Parliament, because 
the Labour GoYcrnment hed done more fot· 
the people of Qucemlanrl than any preYious 
GovernrnPnt or than anv Govcrnn:wnt in other 
States of the Commonwealth. Jt is the 
"ction of th0 Government in the intcrc•,ts of 
the people that influences electors to Yote 
for the present fioyernment, irn,.pectiYe of 
v:hat the boundaries are. 

·The hon. member for· Logan la>t night 
ma.de rf'fcrPnce rcf'prcting a nc\Y r;y-~tt'nl of 
electoral enrolment, and h0 had mnch to 
say about a system of electoral rights. 

J3.30 p.m.] 
I had some experience of electoral rights 

in New South \Vales, and I can quite 
believe that eyery member of the Opposition 
would be keen on that svstem. ·when elec­
toral rights were grant~d in New South 
\Vales one can ea•ily understand that any 
nomadic worker who had to earrv his right 
about with him would haye a worn-out right 
in three months. and so be disfranchised. 
There was nothing to prPvent. employers, 
especially upon stations, from gathering 
electoral rights from the aboriginals, who 
at that time had votes and were given 
electoral rights. I know one station where 
the manager collcctf>d oYer fifty electoral 
rights from aboriginals, and the whole of 
those ilfty rights Yoted for mmebody, and 
no doubt for the station-owner's candidate. 
That system was an excellent thing for those 
who could sit down and acquire those rights. 
'There was no more wretched svstem of 
emolment than those electoral rights New 
South Wales had it for one period only, 
and then wiped it off the slate, as they were 
satisfied it was unreliable and unsatisfactory, 
and I trust that no modern Government will 
adopt such an obsolete system as that. 

vVhil<> hon. members opposite complain 
that the roll is not purged, I noticed on 
looking through " Hansard" the other day 
that the hon. member for Enoggera, during 
a discussion on the Estimates for the Depart­
ment of Justice-I cannot recollect just 
which session--went so far as to say that 
over 400 names were knocked off his roll. 
If that were done in Port Curtis, it is some­
thing th'lt I would complain of. because· 
people should not be knocked off the roll 
unless they go to some other electorate, a'lld 
apparently those of whom the hon. member 
was speaking were knocked of, although 
there was no evidence as to where they were. 

Mr. Cm·ter.] 
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I have the highest admiration for the 
State ele<Ctoral registrar and the officers of 
his department, and commend the excellent 
work thPy are doing, and I would like to 
say that the amount paid to the electoral 
registrar in the State of Queensland is not 
sufficient for a man occupying such a respon­
sible position, and I should like to see his 
>alary increased by £100 or £200. 

Mr. H. :\1. RUSSELL (1'oombul): 'I'he 
speech delivert'd by the Attorney-General 
was verv similar to that which ho delivered 
two ~·ea;., ago. At that time he quoted from 
the " D>tily Mail," and subsequently said 
that nobody had disproved his figures in 
regard lo the result achiec•ed at the last 
general electjon. 

The AnOHNBW-GENERAL: I said "success­
fully disproved." 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: I challenged those 
figures then, and I challenge them now. 
His figures are !1ot correct, and I would 
refer him to thP speech delivered by the 
hon. member for T\undah in October, 1926. 

The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: vVe blew them 
out. 

Mr. 1\:ELsO: You did not. 

1\lr. H. ::\1. RGSSELL: The hon. member 
for );undah at that time gave a detailed list 
of the votes in sixty-three contested elec­
torates, the totals being-

Labour 186,706 
Opposition 189,830 
::\[ajority for Opposition 3,124 

Similarly, adopting the method that was 
followed by the Attorney-General in arriving 
at a fair av<'rage for the nine uncontested 
seats, it was ascertained that, if we accepted 
the figures that were polled on previous 
occasions, in thoso nine uncontestr,d seats-

Labour polled 28,998 
Opposition polled 25,916 

Adding the two totals together­
Labour polled 
Oppoeition polled 

215,704 
215,746 

giving the Opposition a slight majority of 
forty-two votes. 
It has to be remembered, however, that, 

although the Opposition polled a majority of 
votes at the general election, we are in a big 
~inority in the House-having only twenty­
mne members as against forty-three Labour 
members. I have also taken figures from 
the Sydney " Bulletin " of September, 1926, 
in which an exhaustive analysis was made 
of the vote5 cast at the general election, 
and that paper arrive·d at the conclusion that 
the Opposition had actually secured 1,900 
n:orc Yotes than the Labour Party. I think 
that deduction v, as quite correct. It will be 
found in regard to the contPstod seats that 
between the election of 1923 and that of 
1926 there had been a big decrease in the 
]JOpulation of most of tho Labour centres 
"·herons. 11rior to 1926, there had been a ver~ 
large accretion of voters in the seats held 
by the Opposition. I instance the electorate 
of Cooroora as a notable example, and also 
the electorates of Fassifern and Toombul. 
The population in those electorates had 
incrcw-u.l at a verv rapid rate whereas the 
population in Labour seats, st;ch as Burke 
and Grogory, had decreased considerably; 
~,herefore, , the anal:·sis published by t~c 

Bulletm can bo accepted as a verv fatr 
statement. proving- beyond all doubt-'and I 
-challenge tho Minister to disprove those 

[Mr. Carter. 

figures-that the Opposition polied1,900 vott>s 
more than the Labour Party at the 1925 
election. ' 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: What is wrong 
with my figures? 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: Tho figures of 
the hon. gentleman are absolutely incorrect, 
and I challenge him to disprove the figures 
I arn quoting. 

I do not think it is necessary to contrast 
the m.ethods followed in other st,ttes of 
the Commonwealth. and compare them with 
the methods in Queensland. The Opposition 
case is this: As the basis of our franchise 
is one adult ono vote, the natural sequence 
must be that every vote must have the same 
Yalue; otherwise. if Yotcs arc not of equal 
value, it strikes at the root of our fran­
chise. Consequently, to have absolute jus­
tice every electorate should be equally 
balance cl; but we know it is impossible to 
bring that about. The quota system has, 
therefore, been adopted, and so as not to 
penalise the spm·scly populated areas in 
Quce!Hland, Parliament in its wisdom 
decided to give a reasonable margin to those 
areas, aud that tlte thickly populated areas 
shouid have a larger quota than areas where 
iho popuhtion was sparse. The :Minister said 
that, if he had his way, instead of making 
the margin one-f1fth, he would make it one­
third. I would like to know why it should 
be one-third. If it is reasonable to give a 
margin to sparsely populated areas, and one­
fifth is not sufficient, why would one-third 
Le suf!icient? Why not go the whole hog, 
and say, "Wo will allow a margin of 50 per 
cent. or 75 per cent?" It all rests with the 
Government; and there is no doubt that in 
arranging eleetorates or standing by the 
present arrangcrnents they are not giving 
a fair ueal to the eiectors. In many of the 
electorates now held by the Opposition the 
margin is more than one-fifth below the quota. 
On the other hand, the Minister will find 
that many of the Government electorates 
cited by him to-day are morG than one­
third below the quota now allocated to the 
large centres in South-eastern Queensland; 
so that. while the Act provides for a margin 
of ouc-Gfth. '' c virtnalh- have one-third or 
more than one-third in V many cases, giving 
countr_,- electorates a very big advantage 
0\Pr thickiy populatJ\d areas in and around 
Bri-bane. I think that all sparsely popu­
lutcd areas should have a little margin 
allowed them owing to their dishnce from 
the capital; but, if distance from the ecn'.ro 
of goYcrnment alone is to be taken into con­
sideration, \Yhcre arc wo going to stop? ]s 
Hurkr, to have a smaller number than 
\\'a rrego. Balomw, or Gregory? _\ll these 
electorates are far distani from the capital. 
It seems to me that the fairest way is to 
fix a quota, and insist on the margins being 
prhervcd. A variation of one-fifth above 
would bring the maximum to ab0ut 9.000 
around Brisbane, vv·hich is a fah~ basis of 
rep_resentation, .ts against ono-fifth below, 
wh1ch \1 ould be about 5.000 in the far :\'orth 
and \V•·ot. As it i.s, . we find that rnanv 
electorates reprecentul by the pa.rty opposite 
are a long .,-ay below the permissible 
n11n1mum. Hon. Inembers cannot contend 
that Brisbane is verv remote from the seat 
of government. Is it., then, justifiable that 
the numlwr of <'lectors in that electorate 
should be verv much below that in some of 
1 he suburbs? . 
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The rL'L1istribution of sent.s ~hou1d come 
up for 1'0Yiew at fixed periods, and the whole 
mattPr should he placed in tho hand.s of 
oGme tribunal absolutely indepencJc.nt of 
]Jarliament. If you look up the Electoral 
Districts Act, you will find that the Corn· 
mission which is appointed under it is 
rcquirC'rl to be guicicrl by com1nunity . of 
i11tercst and natural geogTaphieal boundaocs. 
The country would be prepared to leayo the 
mxocl question in the hands of a tribunal 
\Yhich would rc,·iew the matter ]Wriodically, 
f:av eYery :-:jx years. I do not c:ont<'nll that 
L(~rauso ·thC'rc 'i:;: a ternporary depression at 
~lount ::\forgan the roll for that electorate 
~honld boat once rectified, bC'caLl"e 1NC cannot 
proyide for OYt1 ry contingency : and during­
that period of six years we would haye to 
lake the risks of Yariation abon' or below 
the permissible maxirnun1 and n1inimun1. 

If the elcctomtcs WC'l'C distribLited hirly, 
lhe Opposition wmdd haYe nwch larg·cr reprc~ 
sentation, ancl. despite the fear of hon. 
wcmbcrc oppo,ite, would be quite prepared 
t0 areepi the' respon-;ibility of taking chargP 
or the goY<'l'llll1Cnt of the Sttte. It would 
be our end ea ,·our to give the people a 
fair dist1ihutiou, and I would I·Ot UP a party 
tn any sche>rr1c ·which vvould not give a 
fair a1locatioll, taking into considcr8,tion 
C'ommunitv of interest and geog-raphical 
boundarius. 

Some hon. member., ooposit contend that 
,, e ~houlcl retain the prc~c·nt boundariel-'. in 
::\Jonnt 1\Iorgan and F'lind0rs in vnrticular. 
hN·anse lhc dim;nution of populAtion is only 
tf'rnnorarv. L for onL', would like to :-;ce a 
larie infiux of populHtion: hut th·o PYidence 
is quite ag-ain~t it. For the last few years 
then• has been a steady flow of population 
to the 1hicklc~~po:1ulated centre . espPcially 
Hrisbane. at the expl'nse of the countr~·. 
That bt"~ll~ so. it is foo1i:'h in the cXtrC'Ine 
tc think that. the proce~s i" :.rolng to be 
reversed in the Ut;> a r fut.nre. The a rgurncnt 
i.; only <.ln excuse to delay the rc•form, and 
it is to be hoped that the next Governmeut 
-which will probrrbly come from this side­
will see that the State Js diYidecl in a fair 
n1annel'. 

I commend the hon. nwmhcr for Fitzrov 
for his extreme candour. He is unlike th.e 
Minister, who is prepared to bolster up rt 
bad '"" bv treating hon. members to what 
in my .indgrrwnt We're a Jot of Yery stupid 
and f'XHggcrntcd statements. 

r·do not think the Altorncy.Gencral treated 
the n1attcr with ~ufficicnt s0riou"ness. I an1 
content to belicYe that the policy of the 
part? opposite is that enunciated by the 
bon. member for Fitzroy: "\Vhen in the 
saddle, resort to any method to keep in the 
saddle." Therefore. all ihc stat~'mcnts made 
this morning by the ~1inister arc absolutely 
camouflage and piffle The policy has been 
and still is to remain in the saddle at all 
costs. I hope that bettE>r counsels will 
pt·eyail on the GoYNnmenic sick. and that 
l he Minister will be prevented from furtlwr 
tin kPring -with our c.k•rtora l ~ystem by n1ak~ 
iug the quotrt onc~third instead of one.fifth. 
Ro at present. If it is attempted, it will 
amount to a scandal that should be resisted 
tu the utmost. While W<' ha,~c the principle 
of one adult one YOto as the basis of tho 
franchise we should endeavour to carry 
out that ideal. 

Mr. H~NLON: H was a terrible job to 
g-rab thP one n,dult one Yote principle from 
your party. 

Mr. H. :VI. RlTSSELL: Hon. nwmbers 
Oppo~it.c glory ill delYing into t}H' pa~t. [ 
haYc ahva.vs been an advocatP of th(' princi11h~ 
c.f one at~ult one vote, and. when the reforru 
was first introduced, I \Vas a strong adYoeatc 
for it. 1-Io,,··ever, we arc dealing \Yith con­
ciitions as thcv exi~t to~dav; and. 110 uwttcr 
what has been done in tho past. or in other 
parts of the ComnJonwealth, it is the duty of 
the Queensland Government to cudParour to 
pJace oar e1ertoral 8ystern on a pun• alld 
~atisfactorv lmsiF-. I\o one can honP~tlv eon~ 
tend to·clay that the public of Qucu;;,]and 
are gettlng a fa.ir deal i11 rr ,'·arcl to tlw 
distribution of seats. 

::\Ir. BO\V (Jiitchcll): I congTatnlatc' the 
Attorney~Gc•neral on the eHiciPnr clPctoral 
sy:-tem ~11 operation in this State to-day .. It 
i~ ainu:-;ing to hear hen. 1nernhc·r, oppo~1tc 
rlaitning- to be the cha1upions of the workers 
and of clemocracy. It is to \w hoped thar. 
M no time will the Attorney·GeJwral alter 
the present system of enro!Jnellt. 

Mr. BR.\KD: Tl'll us hm•, you .. bundll'd " 
Durkin. 

:V1r. BO\Y: I "bundled .. Tlnrkin lH'Causc 
1h0 Oppo:-ition were snppfJrting him ac.:. a 
ComJnunif't, as thc:v claiu1 \\C' all are. lJo11. 
meruber~ opposite do not lilu• their . pa.5t 
revealed to then1. I have had tlw cxvenence 
of past Goyernn1ents, and hon. 111ernben; 
oprJo::;ito cannot clen:v thnt they hayo 
applauded the actions of tlHJ~e Goyc•rnnh"!lts. 
At one t.irne it -was rlot po::;:.;.;ib1e to get ou 
the roll and rf'rnain on it. :J..Iy O\Vtl llUDlC 

\Yas rr~rr1ovcd frorn tlw roll on half-a~dozf'n 
ocraP.ionR. Irnmediaicly I 1L·ft LongT('ach. 
n1v head crntrc. 1nv naHH' wu~ relllGYctL 
E~·en when I settled' in Longrcach and had 
ocL1.Rion to lea Ye tcmporn rily f( t work. n1y 
enrolmPnt \'iTas cha1len~:cd in the ('ourt. 
although I hetd my ho1~1e i" the !own. I 
'i.Yas able to retain rny nnnH" o-;-; thP roll 
onlv by employing an ag('nt to ap1wrtr 1JC'foro 
dw" conrt. ctnJ s\YC"ar an aftl.daYit g:iYing rny 
\VhPreabont:-:;:. aud ~tating· that. 1ny farnily 
resided in Long-rearh. Again. in the Barroo 
electorate 125 names were struck off the roll 
during the last C]Uartor preceding an election 
for no other reason than that the thPn Go~ 
vernment had p:iYen a Jcclsion a"- to what­
constituted residenti,l) qualifiDtions. The 
Amtralirtn Workers' Union took a stand and 
tested the ea se. The late Judge Heal heard 
the case. and he decided that so long as a 
n1an had a tent. to live in, or PYC'n a cmnp 
under a gurn trec. ho v.as a re~iclent "\Yithin 
the rneaning of thp .._L\_ct. 

:\Ir. KmG: Of course he was. 

J\Ir. BOvV: Your partv sai,] he was not, 
and, in consequence, proceeded to strike 125 
names off the roll. I was in the district at 
the i irne, and was interested. It cost the 
Australian Workers' Union £80 to test the 
ease and ban' the name' of those men 
replaced on the roll. The hon. member for 
\Vynnum was a member of the Administra~ 
tio'n at the time, and should remember the 
incident, although he challenged my remarks. 
I repeat and emphasise the statement, becaus~ 
I know it to be a fact. No man who is 
temporarily a way from the district for six 
months looking for work should be ·.truck off 
the roll. I ha.d the experience of being on 
the road for nine months, and, although I 
had eYcry intention of returning to Long~ 
reach, I was struck off the roll. J\Iany men 
in the West were treated in a similar man~ 
ner. If the Opposition had. their way, they 

JJlk Bow.] 
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would make it law that men in.the far West 
tra veiling in search of work, or with stock, 
would be struck off the roll of the electorate 
in which they live, notwithstanding that they 
int·ended to return to their home town. 

I was pleased to hear the hon. member for 
Windsor make the reference he did to the 
condition of the Mitchell electorate at the 
last by-election, as it proved beyond all doubt 
that the workers could not live there, and 
had to travel North, and south as far as New 
South \Vales, in search of work. As I have 
previously pointed out, many of the workers 
were absent from the district at th'e bY-elec­
tion. I can assure hon. members op'posite 
that their supporters were still in the district 
looking after their stock and bu,iness. 

:Ylr. KELSO : Electors absent from a dish·icl 
can use the postal vote. 

Mr. BO\Y : The hon. member for Nundah 
knows that absent Yoters cannot vote, as no 
provision exists at a by-election for them t'o 
do so. Queensland is right out in the fore­
front of e.-cry State in the Commonwealth 
and of the Commonwealth itself in regard to 
the state of its rolls. The t'ime of the average 
worker is taken up in looking for work, and 
he should not be compelled to have to watch 
the Federal roll to ascertain whether his 
name remains on it or not. The postman 
informs the electoral registrar of the change 
of addre" of an elector; but that does not 
get over the difficulty. No provision is made 
to notify the future address of the elector, 
and. unless the elector does so himself, he is 
disfranchised. 

J\1r. KERR: The postman m the new area 
fixes him up. 

Mr. BOW: He must then drop the card. 
Mr. KERR: He drops it into the electoral 

office. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

:Yir. BO\V: So far as the State is con­
cerned. an elector has at least the oppor­
tunity of staying on one roll until his name 
appears on another. If a man intends to 
return to an electorate in which he is resi­
dent, but which he has temporarily left, has 
he not a right to have his name retained on 
the roll for that electorate? There should 
be no limit. 

:Ylr. ::\loORE : What would ,YOU say of a man 
who was a way five years? Should his name 
be retained on the roll? 

Mr. BOW: That is not likelv to happen, 
because at periodic intervals, 'in my own 
electorate, at any rate, the names of those 
who have died or have left tho district are 
published in the local press, which gives an 
opportunity for any correction tD be made. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member for Port 
Curtis referred to cases of absence for three 
.vears. 

Mr. BO\Y: I am not concerned with rhe 
Port Curtis ckctoral roll, but I -do say that, 
so far as the Ststc rolls are con<~rned, no 
variation whatever should be made in the 
prC'sent ,,ystc-m. 

::\Ir. :\iOORE (Aubigny): H was most 
refreshing to hear the hem. member for Fitz­
roy this afternoon, when he completely 
destroyed the A ttorney-Gcneral' s speech. All 
the defence that the hon. gentleman ha.d 
taken an hour and a-half to expound was 
wiped away in a few minutes by the hon. 
member for Fitzroy, who only told the truth. 
We all know what the hon. member said to 

[Mr. Bow. 

be a fact, and, however the Attorney-General 
may try to cloud the issue, we have the state­
ment of the hon. member for Fitzroy that 
" The Government' aro in power, and we are 
going to take steps to stay there." The hon. 
member also said, " Nobody believes in these 
commis,ior,s; everybody knows that the 
Government give instructions to them." Of 
course. we know that is the case; but it is a 
very ,;efrw,hing thing to have .a member so 
candid as the hon. member for Fitzroy, especi­
ally after the Minister has endeavoured to 
cloud the issue with the whole army of 
words that he put forward this morning. 

One matter I wish to comment upon par· 
ticularly is the attitude adopted by the 
l\1inister in regard to tny action so far as 
I3arrimoon is concerned. The hon. gentlcrna11 
\Yould not read the letter when he was 
requested to do so. 

The ,\1'TORXEY-GEXERAL: You can peruse it 
here. 

?.I1~., :VIOORE: I want to put it into " Han­
sard. 

The ATTORKEY-GEXERAL: There is nothing 
wrong about the letter, 

Mr. l\IOORE: Nothing at all. This is 
what the letter from Mr. Clegg said-'-

" We have been wondering and are still 
much interested in the matter as to 
whether the place called Barrimoon. on 
the Many Peaks line, should be includE>d 
in this Port Curtis electorate or the 
Burnett. 

" The electoral registrar in Brisbane 
says it is in Port Curtis, and we have 
now got another ruling from a different 
source saying it is in the Burnett. We 
are wondering if names are bemg put on 
for both electorates. A good number has 
gone on for here .... " 

Then Mr. E. J. Stevens, the returning officer 
for the Burnett, replied-

,, Referring to your lclter of the 22nd 
instant (22nd September), I have to 
inform vou that from maps and records 
in this office, the boundary of the Burnett 
electoral district is shown as the Dawcs 
Range. Barrimoon, being on the Burnett 
watershed of this range, must be regarded 
as being in the Bm·nett electorate." 

That letter is quite all right; but the extra­
ordinary thing is that this transfer was not 
wade until it was really too late. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: It 1s never too 
late to correct an error. 

Mr. MOORE: The position is this: The 
electoral roll presumably closed about 11th 
September, when the last supplementary roll 
was issued, and on 29th September a further 
supplementary roll was published, on which 
313 names appeared-ninety-six more ':lames 
than were on the roll when Barnmoon 
form<ed part of the Port Cm·tis district. 

[4 p.m.] 
Th1r. CAR'!lER: Because there "-ore a lot of 

new people there. 

Mr. MOORE : But the time of closing the 
eoll had passed. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: \Ye corrected an 
error. 

Mr. MOORE: It was not an eeror. If 
thev had transferred the names that were 
wrongly enrolled in Port Curtis to the Bur· 
nett roll. it would ·have been all right; but 
they put' on another ninety-six names as well. 
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lf the electoral registrar is going to say 
that the closing of the rolls is not to count, 
and that people can get on the roll 
afterwards, that is all right; but the Act 
says that the roll shall close at a certain 
<late. They not only transferred 217 names 
that were on the Port Curtis roll for Barri­
moon in the Burnett, but they put on other 
nincty~six names as well. 

::.VIr. C \RTER : More power to them ! 

Mr. :\IOORE: The hon. member for Port 
Curtis says " More power to them!" That 
is the same principle that was advocated by 
the hon .member for Fitzroy this morning, 
when he said "\Ve should take every oppor­
tunity of securing all the votes we can.'' It 
is quite all right to be honest about it and 
say so; but is it right that, when a roll 
close at a certain date, they should be able 
to add another ninety-six names? That is 
au al>solutely unfair position. The principle 
is wrong, and cannot be defended. 

:\fr. HARTLEY : That is done in every elec­
tion. 

:Vh. :\lOO RE: I ha Ye never heard of it 
being done before. 

Mr. H.\RTLBY: It was done at the last 
StatP election. 

The CH~URMAN: Order ! 

Mr. ::\IOORE: If that sort of thing does 
go Oil, it explains to a great extent why this 
party is not able to secure control of the 
'l'reasury benches. That is real gerryman· 
clering. That position is eutirely wrong, 

:vir. C'.IRTER again interjected. 

The CHAIRYIA::\': Order! I warn the 
hon. member for l'ort Curtis that, if he does 
not obey my call to order, I shall take step' 
to deal with him. 

2\lr. :\fOORE: I took exception to the 
transfer of those names. and I had every 
right to rlo so, eeeing- the conditions under 
which it was dmw. It was done at such a 
late period. The Attorney-General said that 
it had bt:cn considcr<>cl for a long time before. 
ln amwcr to a question. he said that, prior 
to that, there had been a discussion about it. 
\Ylwn you fine! thP writ issued on 7th Sep­
tember, nomination dav fixed for the 14th. 
and then you get a transfer of these 313 
uamcs from the Port Curtis into the Burnett 
electorate on the roll issued on the 29th, it 
looks suspicious. 

The ),TTORXEY-GEXERAL: There were only 
ninety-~ix: extra names. 

Mr. ::\IOORE : Ninetv-six 0xtra names­
but there v. as a total 'of 313 names trans­
ferred. 

The ATTORNEY-CEKER\L again interjected. 

The CH~\ TRMAK: Order! The Minister 
has unlimited time at his disposal in which 
to state his case. 

l\Ir. eviOORE: Then ther" is another batch 
of 1.50 names from K alpowar, whose addresses 
were wrong. Tf this mistake had been dis­
cm-erecl previously, I would haYc said noth­
ing about it; but, when you rectify a. n1istake 
practically while an election is going on, it 
certainly has a ouspicious appearance. 

I want to refer to the margin allowed 
below or above the quota. It is very hard to 
find a precedent to justify the position which 
obtains in Queensland. Tlw hon. gentle­
man referred to Victoria, and said that, if 

we wished to have the Victorian quota, he 
would be prepared to consider the matter. 
I do not know that there is much wrong 
with the Victorian quota; and, if the Minis­
ter believes in it, why does he not adopt it? 
\Vhen the Commission wiped out the four 
countrv seats, hvo extra seats vvere giYen 
tu the' cities, where the Minister says they 
ought not to haYe representation to the same 
extent as the country. lf he believes in that 
s0 stem, why does he not aet up to it? The 
quota oystem that has been in vogue in 
Queensland is moderately effective, and 
affords a fair representation with a margin 
of one-fifth oYer or under the quota allowed. 
That princi1Jlc, ho,vc;;er, ·was not carried 
out in the redistribution of seats. It is 
absurd when we find cities like Brisbane, 
Townsville, and Gympie, for instance-large 
c0ntres of population-far below the quota. 
That is diametrically opposed to the opinion 
expressed by the Minister this morning. The 
Attorney-General was talking about widely 
scattered a,reas and the difficulty of people 
getting to the poll, and he urged the ncces­
'ity for their having adequate representation. 
Th" Commission recommended directlv the 
opposite of what the Attorney-General thinks 
i.3 right. The Attorney-General says it was 
an intelligent Commission, but we had the 
hen. 1ne1nber for Fitzroy expressing a 
chfferent vievv. 

The ATTORKEY-GEKERAL: You do not 
believe in the horL member for Fitzroy. 

2\1r. I\IOORE: I ha Ye always discQLercd 
that the hon. member for Fitzroy speaks 
the truth. He is prepared to speak the 
truth on eYery occasion, and shame the devil 
-there is never any cover about it. 

The ATTORXJ:Y-GEXERAL: You evidently 
misinterpreted him. 

Mr. HARTLEY : \V hat a lot of people do 
Hot kno,v is that it pays to speak the truth, 
because you are not believed. 

}\fr. MOORE: The facts prove that what 
the hon. membPr fo1· Fitzroy has said is 
correct. He is the one member on the oppo· 
site side who is prepared to follow up his 
opinions by his ,-ote. \Ve know that on one 
occasion in thirteen vears he voted with this 
party. · 

The CHAIR'YIA::\ : Order ~ 

Mr. MO'ORE: The hon. me\tnber for 
Mitchdl is wrong in suggesting that a man 
should remain for an indefinite time on a roll 
that he has no right to be on because he 
may eventually go back to the locality. The 
hon. m•Jmber for Port Curtis said that there 
wPre two people on his roll for threP years 
who he knew ought not to be there. 

2\lr. C'\RTER: The:, were on my roll, but 
they got shifted. I knew where they vent 
to. 

l\T r. 2\IOORE : I could mention maw: cases 
the hon. memb0r for Port Curtis knev; about 
of men who had got on that roll whom he 
\Vas anxious to g0t off. 

:Vh. C'APTER: Only one. 

::\Ir. MOORE: I think the rolls in QuPens­
land are not oatisfactorv, because there are 
large numbers of people' on them who ought 
not to he there. There are people on my 
own roll who haYe no right to be there. 
They went a\Yay years ago, but they are 
still on the roll. In one case a man was 
supposed to have been dead for seven years, 

1111·. M oore.] 
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but he Yoted at the last election. (Laugh­
ter.) I was curious enough to find out 
that his name v;as still on the rolL The 
s~~f'tem we have is a wrong one. It is a 
ditficult thing to discoyer where a man has 
gone to, and whether he has got on another 
roil or not. vY c find a bi&: discrepancy 
between the Commonwealth roll~ and the State 
rolL There are said to be more people on 
the State roll for Queensland than there 
are on the CommonwPalth rolL It has also 
bec•n st./lted that th0rc arc more people on 
the State roll than there are adults m 
Qu0cnsland. 

The A:rTORNEY~GEXERAL interjected. 

:Y1r. MOORE : I am tired of the (•\:cuscs 
of the Attor·wcv-Gencral, because the hon. 
memher for Fitzroy puts up a case that 1\'C 
can all understand--a case proYed by actnctl 
eYents. \Ve cannot eYerJook the fact that 
thPre is a discrepancv in nun1bers. The 
l•orr. m0rnber for East" Toowoomba pointed 
out that thc·se cases do not occur in his elec­
torate; but, ,-hen you get into Kennedy, 
:Eacham, and other places like that, you find 
that rt actnall)l does occur. 

:1\Ir. BuucE: \Vha t a bsolu tc 1·ot ! 

Mr. :Y100RE : I could tell the hon. mem­
ber a good deal that I do not intend to 
tell him. 1 am going to keep it up my 
slecYP. I know ,vhat has been going vn, 
and I know that numbers of people h>tve 
been put on. 

Mr. BRUCE : ~Where? 

:Ylr. l\IOORE: In Kcnnedv for one, and 
HerbGrt for another; and the hon. memb2r 
keeps a jolly geod eye on it to see that it 
i' kept reasonably safe. 'With elections 
roming on, he does' not want to get anybody 
!ransf('r~·ed. It is a \Vrong systern, because 
ri permrts people to Yote when they shouU 
net. The hon, member for Pert Curtis only 
got in by 177 ,-otes, and there were 400 votes 
at a railway camp. Lots of people had left 
his electorate, but those were transferred 
there just fm· the time. 

:VIr. HARTLEY: Do :·on say they should not 
ha Ye votes? 

:Ylr. ::\100RE: Some hon. members 
opposite say that they should haYe votes 
whcrC> thcv liYe. The hon. member for 
Mitchell says that they should haYe a vote 
or stay on the roll where the)! are domiciled, 
and should not haYe to transfer their names 
to the rolls in the places where they go to 
work. 
. Mr. H~RTLEY: Suppose they are domiciled 
m a tent. . 

Mr. MOORE:: The hon. member for 
Mitchell was at great pains to snow that it 
was wrong to make the1n enrol for where 
they were living in a tent. The principle 
he wanted established was that, if a mf!n 
~:;~es away t~ secure work and stays awa? 
11111e or hv?1ve n1onths or two years} he 
should remarn on the roll where his home rs~ 
Other hon. members want him to be able to 
vote where he is working, 

Mr. HAKLO'i' : If he wants to. 

:Yir. MOORE: That is just the point. Th~ 
hon. member for lVlitrhell savs that ho no> a 
right to stay on the roll where his horn•3 is. 
Hon. merr•brrs want ir both wayo. 

Mr. HANLOK: \Vhen I eay "If he wants 
to_." I mean that, if he is a moving worker 
w1th a permanent home in one place, he 

[Mr. Moore. 

,!Joukl have the l'ight to vote where that 
J•ermanent home is. 

:Yir. MOORE : That is an argument that 
he should be able to be on the roll for where 
bs Yote will do the most good. That is an 
unfortunate position, because \ve would not 
have a true roll of the people who live in 
the electorate, and the people who live in 
1 he electorate would not be the ones to have 
the Yoicc in the election of members. The 
people who would be transferred there for 
the particular purpose of influencing an 
dQf·tion would have that Yoice. The hon. 
member for Ithaca savs that, if a voter 
v. ants to get en that roil, he should have an 
cpportunitv of doing so. It may be a. good 
v ay to wi;r an election, but it is not a very 
~traight \vay. 

:Ylr. DASH (Jlundinglntrra): I have 
listened Yery attentively to the debate about 
c·nrolment facilities for getting on the roll, 
knockino· 'people off the roll, impersonation, 
and so forth. I fail to see wl1ere anything 
in the nature of impersonation has taken 
p:ace in the interests of the Labour move­
ment. The hon. member for Ea"t Toowoomba 
htvs that he knows that it takes place, but 
lw' has failed to substantiate his statement 
b\· evidence. I have had a lot of experience 
of elections, and I have neYer yet known 
a L>tbourite to come forward and offer to 
lwlp a candidate in that way, 

If the Opposition know of .. uch cases, as 
theY have bee:1 alleging very freely, then it 
nm~t be knowledge secured through the efforts 
of their own organisation, The electoral 
rolls received a o·oed deal of attention from 
tlw rcprescmtatiY~s of hon. members opposite 
in :\forth Queensland a few years ago. They 
adopted the pmctice of notifying people 1vho 
l1ad left the district that, if they did not 
Pnrol in the new district, Hwy would be liable 
to prosecution, and in n1any instances they 
were successful in having the names tl·ans­
ferred from one l'{)ll to &.nother ihrough 
electors acting under the b(']ief that the 
uotifications were from the electoral office. 
Every adult should be extended eYerv pos­
sible .. facility for enrolment and for remain­
ing on the' rolL If the workers. esnecially 
lhose engaged in seasonal occup~tions, travel 
from ono district to another rn search of 
employment, they should be allowed to ;eta!n 
their uamcs on the roll for the chstrrct m 
which thev arc usually domiciled. vVhen 
a drv timn is experienced in the North the 
worl~crs are compelled te seck work else­
where, leaving their families behind in the 
to\vn and the workers should be entitled 
to k~ep their names on the roll for the dis­
( ricts in 11 hi eh their families reside. We 
rcm<'mber some of the tricks played by 
representatives of hon. members opposite in 
the revision of rolls. A few Years back, 
when we had the system of a quarterly 
rcYision. it was ncc::s~ary to attend the court 
personally or b_y agent to p~·ove that an 
ekctor was living at a certam address or 
wa" in the clect0rate, otherwise his name 
would bo removed from the roll. 

Then we had the "ystem of postal Yoting. 
Hon. members opposite suggest by their 
spee~hes that corrupt practices are the mono­
polv of this side; but I would r<>mind them 
of ;vhat occurred in Charters 'l'owers under 
the postal provisions of the Act. It was 
necessarv to helontr to a certain political 
el0ctol'·a.i l<'ague if one wished to retain his 
job in a Inine 1 apart. altogether from remain­
ing on the rolL \\'hen the election came 
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aiong·. whisperers went about receiving appli­
cations for postal votes, and intimidating 
the workers hy threatening them with the 
loe< of their work if t hev did not record 
tlwir votes in a certain cli;·ection. 

Mr. KI~G: The charges were not sus­
tained. 

Mr. DASH: To illustrate the thoroughness 
of ibis practice, it .is. necessary to point out 
that a clean piece of blotting-paper was used, 
and, after the nmne of the person in whose 
faxonr the vote had been recorded was 
\\Tiiten in ink, thf' name was blotted on this 
dean blotting-paper, and disclosed for whom 
the elector voted. To-clay we have a cleaner 
system, and no wonder hon. members oppo­
site find fault! It does not permit of their 
n:-;ual trickery practised when the workers 
had very little say in connection with Parlia­
nwnt or anything else. I hope that no steps 
will be taken to remove names from the roll 
nwrclv bceaus8 tho w-orker··) are in search of 
employment. The electoral lavvs and system 
in Queensland are almost per feet. It is a 
simplP matter to become enrolled, and names 
are not removed until a person is enrolled 
for some olher district or leaves the district 
or lhe State permanently. Under the Com­
monwealth system, if an elector moves about, 
a post ea re! is forwarded stating that he has 
changed his address and that his name will 
be removed from the roll. If it is returned 
again to the electoral registrar without 
explttnation, and you happen to be absent 
from tovv-n on the clay it was sought to 
doli vor this card, your name i£ struck off the 
roll ; and you do not know anything about 
it until an election comes along· and you go 
to record your vote. I was assisting in the 
1laranoa Federal by-election in 1921, and 
electors were quite surprised on coming to 
vote to cliscm·<'r that, although they had not 
been out of the district., their name•, had been 
erased from tbe roll for the simple reason 
that the postcards sent to their addresses 
were returned unclaimed. That fact should 
not be sufticient eYidcncc that a man has 
left the district or changed his residence. 
I have had a letter posted from Brisbane to 
Tovv-nsYille returned unclaimed as not known 
hy postal officials, and I have readdressed 
the letter to the same address and it has 
!wen received by the person for 'whom it was 
intended. That is clear proof that postal 
officials are not infallible. If the postal 
article mentioned had been an electoral card 
tbat person would have been struck off th~ 
roll. That is proof of the unsoundness of 
the system, and it should not be tolerated. 
I hope that: the Attornev-General and his 
officers will not take too nniCh notice of the 
statements concerning plural Yoting, imper­
sonatwn, and corrupt practices which 
hon. members opposite seem to indulge in 
when making speeches for political propa­
ganda. Those practices are not indulged in 
b.v the party sitting on this side of the 
Chamber. 

Mr. KING (Logan): The hon. member for 
Munclingbur:a refe_rred to certain alleged 
Illegal practices which took place in connec­
tion with an election at Charters Towers . 
when Messrs. Paul! and Millican were 
de cl a red elected. Irregularitic, were allege cl 
in con!'cction with certain postal Yotes, and 
a petJhon was lodged on these grounds 
against the return of Messrs. Paul! and 
Millican. I happen to know all about this 
case, as I appeared in it professionally. I 
dispute the statement made by the hon. 

member. The charges made were not proven, 
and the appeal against the return of Messrs. 
Paul! and Millican was dismissed. I only 
rose to make that statement in order to put 
my friend opposite right. 

Mr. DASH (Jfuni!ingburra): The case 
referred to by the bon. member for Logan 
has no connection with the one mentioned by 
me. Everyone in Charters Towers knows 
the occasion I refer to, when 400 or 500 
Labour electors pursued an anti-Labour agent 
a.roLmcl tho town in order to recover a vote 
lw had stolen from a woman. The Attorney-­
General, who was not then a member of 
Parliament, was one of the men who pursued 
the agent. (Laughter.) 

:Mr. KEI.SO (Xunrlah): I have never heard 
lho Attorney-General explain the equitable­
lless of the anomaly whereby about 50 per 
ccnt.-I will meet the Minister to that extent 
-of the electors opposed to Socialism 
ma!'agecl to secure twenty-eight seats only, 
while the other 50 per cent. obtain forty-four 
seats. 

At 4.25 p.rn., 

Mr. ::l.1AXWELL (1'oowong), one of the 
panel of Temporary Chairmen Ielie> ed the 
Chairman in the chair. ' 

Mr. KELSO: That is the greatest charge 
that has been made for some years, and I 
cl0 not thmk the head of a, department has 
PYer preYiously tried to justif" an electoral 
se stem_ which albws such a deplorable state 
of affmrs to exist. 

l\1r. O'KEEFE: vYlmt is wrong vv-ith it'! 

Mr. KELSO: Is it e<]uitable that we on 
lhis side of the Chamber, who received more 
1·otes than Labour members oppositf' should 
lun·e on_Iv twent"·-nine scat., as compared 
V.'Lth their forty-four? Yet no one was more 
strenuous than hon. members opposite in 
advocatwg an eqmtable franchise'. 

I am sorry that th•l hon. member for Mit­
chc!l is not now in the Chamber because 
L proposp tcr refer to some of his' remarks. 
~e is a _new metnbe1·, and can appreciate 
h1S feelmgs when making a speech: but, 
when he makes a stat0mont which is not 
correct, we are justified in dcalino· with the 
matter. Pp to the time of th~ Mitchell 
by-election it was stated hy members of the 
Labour Party that they were at a great 
disadvantage because numb0rs of their sup­
porters were absent frorn tbeir electorates at 
election time by reason of the fact that they 
11~d 10 travel elsewhere to procure work. 
\\hen the hon. rrtr•mher for Mitehell was 
speaking I interjected that in those circum­
stances an opportunity would he afforded 
of votmg by postal vote. which I find now 
i.s not appl ic>tble during a bv-election. It 
1v-ill he interesting. however, if 1 read some 
figures comparing the number of electors on 
the roll in 1923 and in 1928 "o far as the 
1\Iitchell electomte is concerned. The 
figures are-

N"m'.&-~ m" ~~- :::, - :'~: -~ D~c:::• 
Votes polled .. 3.658 3,485 1 173 

i 

The majority of tho Labour member was 
reduced in the latter year by 740. My point 
is this: If there is no postal voting, and 
we find there are only 278 fewer persons Oil 

Mr. Kelso.] 
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Lhe roll and only 173 fewer persons who 
voted in 1928 as compared with 1923-and 
apparently it wao not claimed that a drought 
had anything to do with the votes polled 
in 1923-how is it that 63 per cent. of the 
\'otes were polled in both cases? Is there 
anv organisation in the V\' est wherebv Labour 
can arrange that, if a man is <lV{ay,~ his vote 
will be recorded, notwithstanding that there 
is no postal voting? We have it from the 
hon. member for Mitchell that a great num­
ber of his supporter-, were looking for work 
in other districts and were not in the elec­
torate on election day. I want to know if 
there is any arrangement \vhereby if, say. 
John Jones were away, somebody else can 
take his place and Yote for him. 

[4.30 p.m.] 

The reason given for the reduction in ihe 
majority from 1,106 to 356 was that a lot of 
their voters were away. If they were away, 
how was 1t that only 173 fewer votes were 
polled? It makes one wonder whether thoro 
is any machinery in operation by the other 
side enabling absent voters to vote oven 
though there may be no postal vote. 

A GovEmnrENT MEMBER: That is unworthy. 

Mr. KELSO : It is not unworthv. It is a 
fair question to ask, because this matter \\'itS 

raised bv the hon. member for Yiitchell. 
Many o( these statements that arc floating 
about, .and which are looked upon merelv as 
run1ours, are apparently verified when. we 
find only 173 fewer votes than in 1923, not­
withstanding that a drought was on and not­
" ithstanding that there was no postal vote. 

This question of unequal representation hag 
been a matter of groat concern for years 
J:>ast'. The hon. member for Toombul quoted 
the figures that I used in 1926, and I stand 
up to those figures to-day, notwithstanding 
the attempt that W'ts made by the Attorney­
General in the press to refllte the accuracy 
of those ftgure.;;. " 

The ATTORX£\'-GENERAL: I madt a success­
ful attempt hNe. Do you rem<::mber what I 
told you at the time • I said that if, as an 
accountant, you made the same calculations, 
you would probably find yourself in gaol. 

Mr. KELSO : The hon. gentleman is not 
an accountant, and he is getting out of his 
depth in regard to these figllrcs. He did not 
claim in his figures that the Government got 
a swe0ping majority; he claimed that thev 
had a slight majority. -

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: V\"c got a sweeping· 
majority of members. 

Mr. KELSO: Yes; and the hon. member 
for Fitzroy "spilled the beans," .as the 
Amcricau \Yould say, because he said "\Ye 
arc in the saddle, and we want to stay there 
as long as w0 can." 

Mr. WEIR interjected. 

Mr. KELSO. Here is another hon. mem­
ber standing up for the same thing. They 
say, "If you have the power, keep it if you 
can. Take any measures at all so long as 
you can keep it." Yet we have Labour mem­
bers stalking the country during an election 
~aying what' Simon Pures they arc, and say­
mg that they stand for equitable treatment 
for the workers, assuming that the workers 
must naturally vote for Labour. On the 
Attorney-General's figures, even admitting 
t·hat the Governmer:t had a slight majority, 
where would that stde of the Chamber be if 
the workers did not support us 1 \Ve get 

[Mr. Kelso. 

nearly 50 per cent. of the votes of the workers. 
The workers are an intelligent body of men 
with common sense, and they know that it 
would be disadvantageous to themselves and. 
to the prosperity of Queensland if the Labour 
Partv remained in power indefinitely; and 
they~ are using their comn1on sense, a !Id, 
therefore, voting for us. I have no hesita­
tion in saying that hon. members on the other 
side will see to their sorrow at 1lhe next elec­
tion that there has been a large number of 
converts because of the way in which the 
Government have conducted, or misconducted, 
the busines•, of the country. iN e have this 
outstanding anomaly that, whereas we recei~e 
about· 50 per cent. of the votes, we have only 
twenty-nine representatives in Parliament as 
against forty-three Government rPprcsenta­
tives. 

If anvbo•h can tell me that a party such 
'"s tb.e Labour Party can go out and stump 
the countl'Y ;Lild say they. w~tnt to mete 
oul just treatnHent to all sectwns of the com­
mun-itv. and that thev want to have proper 
repres'ontation, whiie; in the face of that 
statement v-ear after vear they neglect to 
correct tl;is' anomalY, ~11 I can say is that 
thcv •tre t a!king with their tongues in their 
che-cks. I know the Attorney-General is 
only one, lut he is the head of this depart­
ment. I am not criticising the Minister 
bim,elf. ln,t the whole of the p\lrty, because 
there mus'· be a majority of the party who 
stand fol' this if'.jmtice being perpetuated 
and it is likely to be perpetuated so long 
as the pre~ent GoYcrnment are in office. 
Thank goodncs;, there arc signs on the 
horizon that thev will not be able to con­
tinue this sort o( thing for long. 

A GovERN)IEllT JY1Eli!BER : You ha Ye said 
that for quite a number of yearR. 

l\Ir. KELSO: The old saying is still true 
-"You can fool some of the people some 
of rhe tinw, but vou cannot fool all the 
people all the time:" I think this is going 
to react on the members of the Government 
Partv at the next election, and I trust that 
for the prosperity Df Queensland this party 
will he sitting on the Government benches 
after tho olention. 

Mr. HA:'\LO:I\' (Itlzara) : The hon. mem­
ber for Toombul, in speaking on this vote, 
made the remark that we Rbould not dig 
up the past. People with shady pasts 
undoubtedly do not like them to be dug up, 
and th0 party to which the hon. member 
belongs c'.ocs not like to have its conduct 
at past elections brought up. There has not 
been ono reasonable or logical statement to 
corl':incc anyone that thoro is anything wrong 
with th0 present electoral system in Queens­
land. 

One thing which strikes me .-cry forcibly 
is the contrast between elections now and 
when the Opposition were in power. Take 
the 1912 election. conducted bv hon. mem­
bers opposite. The hon. member for Bris­
banc-the Secretary for Public \Vorks­
receiYed a majority of the primary ,yak' at 
that election, but not a large enough majority 
to spoil the possibilities for his opponent. 
The result was that the Secretary for Public 
V\~ orks and his friends had nearly to live on 
the returning-officer's doorstep for weeks and 
weeks. Day after day a few votes would 
come in from different places and a few 
packets of votes from somewhere else. The 
~ationalist candidate m·entually failed by 
some few votes to dislodge the Secretary 
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for Public "\Yorks. The same thing applied 
in South Brisbane. Mr. Sherry, the Labour 
candidate, won the contest on the primary 
votes by a majority of 100 odd. Then the 
game went on week after week, a few votes 
turning up to-day and another couple 
to-morrow, and mysterious postal votes which 
turned out to be in favour of Mr. Sherry's 
opponent also cv.me to hand. 

Under the present system the result of 
the election can be announced very quickly, 
owing to the abolition by this Government 
of the po~tal vote, which was very much 
abused. Members of the opposite party were 
saved from defeat by the manipulation of 
the postal vote which they had put into 
operation. 

Mr. KELSO: What do you mean by 
"Inanipulation ?" 

Mr. HANLO).I: It was manipulated to suit 
the candidate favourable to the then Go­
vernme,1t. Hon. members opposite had finan­
cial backing to pay canvassers, who went 
from home to home in the electorates with 
justices of the peace led by a stri~g, to 
canvass for the Tory Party. They filled in 
postal vote forms for women who did not 
want to vote by post. If people had only 
got toothache, the canvassers filled up a 
form for them, which was taken and stowed 
away for the benefit of the Denham 
candidate. 

.Hr. Krl'<G: Can you give us any specific 
cases? 

, Mr. HAXLOX: I can. At that particular 
tune one of the greatest difficulties we had 
to contend with was to get a justice of the 
peace who won!d be fair and reasonable to 
Labour candidates for Parliament. "\Ye 
could hardly get a ~an who was in sympathy 
mth Labour appomted as a justice of the 
peace at that time. 

.One thing I would suggest in connection 
wrth _postal votes is that a penalty should be 
provrded for any unscrupulous person who 
d~frauds ~n elector of his vote in the course 
or collectmg a po•tal vote. I had a case 
where , a lady-an old member of the 
W'?men s Electo_ral League-a very good 
hvmg and consrderate old lady, who had 
been a ner;;hbour of ours from my child­
hoocl-;-had voted by )?Os:t for the party 
opposrte for many electiOns. The chairman 
or the official of the league-whose name is 
as well known in Tory circles as that of the 
L(a~e.r. of the Opposition-was in the habit 
o. vrsrbng: her and arranging for her postal 
vote. Prwr to the last election this ladv 
visited her, and said she had come to fi;, 
up the postal vote. The old lady said she 
was sorry, but she had decided to vote for 
Mr. Hanlon, who was the child of an old 
r•eighboue. .She was influenced by what 
women consrder a good deal-a personal 
knowledg-e of the candidate. Her visitor 
said, "Never mind. It will make no differ­
encE'. I will fix up your postal vote. It is 
no us" depending on somebody else to do it. 
You can vote for whom you like but I will 
fix it up now." I received a me~sage to the 
effect that the yote had been duly fixed up, 
and at the counting of the postal vote I 
discovered that the covering envelope had 
never been witnessed. The lady who did 
that had been handling pootal votes as long 
as I can remember, and to suggest to any­
body that she forgot is to suggest that the 
listener was insane. I urge upon tho Minister 
the necessity for making some provision 

whereby people who canvass for postal votes 
amongst invalids and who wilfully make 
votes informal should be punished. After a 
fow n1inutes' conversation a canvasser can 
tell pretty well whom a person is going to 
vote for, and one who wilfully fails to 
witness or makes any other mistake on the 
cover of the postal vote in order to defraud 
the candidate and that elector should be 
punished. That is the last surviving link 
of the old Tory method of swindling Labour 
candidates out of seats. 

Mr. O'KEEFE (Chillagoe): I was 
interested to hear the hon. member for 
Wynnum eulogise the Government of which 
he had been a member. Some members of 
this Committee remember the time when the 
Government which hon. members opposite 
supported would not allow a man to have a 
,-ote in the country in which he was born. 
It was only when the Browne-Morgan party 
decided to give the workers a vote that they 
had any chance of taking their places at 
the booths on election day. 

I hope the Minister will not entertain the 
idea of a voter's right or license suggested 
by the hon. member for Log-an yesterday. 
I remember the time when it was very 
difficult for a working man, especially if he 
were travelling round the country, to get a 
vote at alL It was hard for a married man 
who had left his home and was moving 
about in other parts of the State to remain 
on the rolL Once he left his electorate, he 
was struck off by the Government of hon. 
members opposite; but, under the system 
introduced by hon. members on this side, a 
married man may safely leave his home to 
look for employment in other electorates, 
and feel sure that his name> will remain on 
the roll where his family lives. 

Speaking of corrupt practices, I should 
like to draw the aitentioro of hon. members to 
"hat occm-red in my electorate long before 
Labour had any strength in tb:s Parliament, 
when it was known as "\Voothakata. In a 
l~ttle, back mining carnp a scand,-d occurred 
which was known all over North Quecnslrrnd 
at the time as the " Ilour bag" election, 
when there were more ballot-papers found 
in the ballot-box than had been i"ued by 
the returning offi,er Hon. nwmbcrs oppo­
"ite infer that their ranks comprise men of 
honesty and mtegrity, whilst we embrace 
all the rogues. At the last Federal elections 
the Brnce-Pag-e Govemment saw fit to 
remove a polling--place from Boonmoo in 
the Chillagoe electorate, where it had been 
utilised for many -years past. In that centre 
about ten families, tog-ether with the single 
adults, had for the first time for many years 
been deprived of their right of exercising 
the franchise. The Queensland Government 
do not engage in practices of that sort. 

Mr. EDWARDS: You should have attended 
to the matter. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: It had nothing to do with 
me. I was not then in Parliament_ Every 
adult is entitled to record his vote, and 
any interference with that right should 
not be tolerated for a moment. It is well 
recognised throughout Australia that the 
Queensland Election Act is the best 
r·iece of electoral legislation in tho Common­
wealth, and I hope the Minioter will not 
be influenced by the little growls that. take 
place on this vote every session. The only 
trouble with the Opposition is that they are 
.t~moyed because th·"Y ctre not on this side 
of the Chamber; but, whilst the people of 

Mr. O'Keefe.] 
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Queensland have an <,pportunity of record­
ircg their votes, I am satisfied that hon. mem­
bers opposite will always remain in Opposi­
tion. 

Item (~~lcetoral Registration) agreed to. 

FRIEcmLY SOCIETIES. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
11ullan, Plinders) : I beg to move~-

" That £2,666 be granted for ' Friendly 
Socictie~.' " 

Mr. :VIcLACHLAX (Mrrthyr): Friendly 
society work is a matter in which I take a 
great deal of interest, and in which I hope 
hon. mernbers gcncraUy ul:;;o take some 
interest. Every year the regi,trar of friendly 
f-.ocif~tics publishes a n1ost interesting report 
dealir~g with the operations of friendly 
sociPties in Queensland. and it is only by 
reading a report of that nature that ono gets 
an insight into the verv hard work that is 
being done. · 

When one realises what is being done in 
this State, and \Yhcn ono remembers that 
similar work is being done all OYer the 
Common wealth of Amtrn li<t bv friondlv socie­
ties, \YO ctn imagine the g;eat arnOunt of 
good that is resulting to the people of 
Australia from a"ociation with this great 
n1oveme11t. The friendly ~ociet"- nlOYement 
is ono of thrift; and its ·membc,:s have their 
o·wn svst0m 'vherebv ihev cndeaYour to make 
proviSion 1-vhE'n sici(nl'S3~ o<:cnrs not onlv for 
themselves but also for others who ma'' not 
be as fortunate as they aro. The know.lodgc 
that men associated with frielllilv wcicties 
h::~,ve been instnnnental in rnaki;g benefits 
available t,, those less fortunate than them­
selves must appeal to every hon. member. 

I ha n• road tlw report of the Registrar­
Gcueral and find it a very interesting docu­
ment. Its object is to let hon. members 
and the people outside-friendly societv men 
in particular-who may not ha.-e an oppor­
tnm ty of pcnising the report know the exact 
position of the moven1ent in Qucenslfmd. Iu 
c1se an_v hon. mt.'rnb0r or others interested 
may not have this opportunity, I have gone 
to the trouble of taking out some ftgures 
from the report to show vhat is being done 
in Queonshnd by this great movement. 

The report deals very fullv \vith the work 
throughout the year of friendly societie.s. 
One of the duties of the registrar is to see 
that all friendly societies arc on a solid 
basis. He very carefully scrutinises the bal­
ance-sheets of the various friendlv societies 
with a view to seeing that thev' are in a 
position to pay the benefits which their rules 
?ay they are going· to give. If it so happens 
m th1s or any other State that the capital 
of a friendlc- societv is such that it cannot 
meet the benefits set out in its rules the 
registrar Yery quickly sees that the po~ition 
is rectified so that the position of tbe mem­
bers of that society will in no wise be 
jeopardised. 

In looking through the report I see that 
the membership of friendlv societies in 
Queensland has increased from 65,199 in 
1926 t.o 66,642 in 1927, and that the actual 
~nancial membership incrPased from 61.909 
m 1926 to 62,681 in 1927. These figures show 
the great work that is being done bv friendlv 
societies in Queensland. "\Vhen \Ve realise 
the number of nwn asociated with friendly 
society work in Queensland, one can form 
an idea of what is being done by this move-

[Mr. O'Keefe. 

ment all over Australia. The capital of the 
whole of the friendly societies in Quce"nslanc! 
on 1st July, 1926, was c£1.404,991: on 1st 
July, 1927, it was £1.481,736, showing an 
increase in capital for the year of £76.745. 
The report says that the amount of capital, 
£1.481.736, is equal to £27 17s. lld. per 
financial member. "When ono comes to 
realise that this is produced by small pay­
ments which the members make from week 
to week into their respectiYe societies, it 
shows conclusively the great amount of thrift 
displayed by those a'sociated with friendly 
societies, not only in Queenslrmd but in ot he1· 
r:arts of Australia. 

Grent care is exercised bv the trustees of 
friendlv societies in the investment of funds; 
and, as the registrar points out, this is one 
Gf the means that the trustees adopt to 
assist in building up the funds of the friendly 
societies. W c are in the fortunate position 
of having had trustees from the Ycry exist­
ence of friendly societies \Yho ha ''e been 
careful in their investmente. In a very few 
instances only have \YC had occasion to take 
exception to anything that has been done by 
the trustees. 

The receipts from members during the year 
amounted to £238.126, and. as evidence of 
what I said about investments, I find that the" 
interest earnings, which totalled £78,436, 
represented 5.4 per cent. on the mean capital. 
This is eminently satisfactory. particularly 
when we consider the strenuous times through 
which wo arc passing and the fact that the 
friendlY societies arc comprised principally 
of working men. 

As is well known, the friendly societies are 
benefit societies; but e.-:•rybody does not 
really appreciate the great benefits that accrue 
even in the operat:ions for one year. Last 
,·ear, for example, a total amount of £189.112 
wa·., expended in this way-

Sick pay ... ... 
Funeral and special donations 
Medical attendance and medicine 

£ 
64,433 
29,283 
95,396, 

which represents an increased disbursernent 
in benefits of £4,497 as compared \Yith the 
previous year. 

The cDst of management for the year 
totalled £50,705, which is equal to 17s. 1d. 
per mean financial member. Of !his amount 
onlv 9s. 10d. was defrayed iu meeting salaries 
and personal expenses, the balance being 
devoted to incidental expense•.. It will be 
seen, therefore, that there is no lavish expen­
diture incidental to the management of 
friendlv societ.ie:=;, who~e officers are not paid 
fancy salaries, but who arc imbued, like all 
other members of the societies, with a desire 
to lend a helping hand to men and women 
who in many instances arc un,, ble to assist 
themselves. 

As showing how the friendly society move­
ment operates throughout the whole of Aus­
tralia. the following paragraph from the 
official " Year Book " of the Commonwealth 
for 1927 may be quoted:-

"Friendly socicticc. are an impa'rtant 
factor in the social life of the community, 
as probably one-third of the total popula­
tion of Australia come> either directly or 
indirectly under their infl nence." 

That again conclusively proves my opening 
remarks that friendly societies exercise an 
influence which is of great henefit throughout 
the Commonwealth. The number of lodges 
throughout Australia totals 5,584, and the 
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benefit members at the end of the year 
l.925-26 numbered 558,267. 

[5 p.m.] 
The total revenue received from all sources 

by friendly societies in the Commonwealth 
for the year 1925-26 amounted to-

Xew South Wales 
Victoria ... 
Q.ueen .. Jand 
South Australia 
\Vestcrn Australia 
Tasn1ania 

Total 

£ 
1,000,661 

820,550 
28'7 ,488 
351,144 
124,307 
115,111 

£2,699,261 

Those figures are very large, and it is only 
when one collates them as I have done that 
one gets a true idea of what is being done by 
fricndlv societies in Australia. The total 
expond'ituro for the same period mnounted 
to-

Sick pay 
Medical attendance and. mcd·i~ 

cine .. 
Sums paid at ·death of members 

.and Inembers' ,vivcs 
Administration 
All orher expenditure 

£ 
631,441 

735,888 

178.642 
385,036 
177.005 

Total expenditure £2,108,012 

For the vear 1925-26 the revenue exceeded 
the oxpel}diture by £591,249. These figures 
are very illuminating, and show what has 
been done in Australia by the movement. 
The total funds of friendly societies in the 
Commonwealth amount to-

Invested 
Uninvested 

Total funds 

£ 
11,314,018 

134,233 

£11,448,241 

\Vhen we realise that for the whole of Aus­
tralia only £134,233 of a total of £11,448,242 
is uninvested, v;e see that careful manage­
ment is being exercised by all in charge of 
friendly societies. Investment-' arc very care­
full;- ma·de, and the report shows that the 
societicc; haYe been very fortunate indeed in 
the returns received. 

I desire to congratulate Mr. Porter, the 
Registrar of Friendly Societies, and the 
Deputy Registrar of Friendl3· Societies on 
the report presented to Parliament. The 
Registrar and orher officers of the department 
are rno:3t courteous to anyone who goes to see 
them in connection with friendly society work. 
and their one endeavour seems to be to try 
to build up the movement and keep it in the 
fine position it is in to-day. The job is an 
ardL!OUS one. and I de,ire to offer them mv 
congratulations on the way in which they are 
carrying out their duties. 

I was a little disappointed that no refer­
Bnce was made in the report to national 
insurance. At· the present time this question 
is looming largely in friendly society matters. 
A Bill has been introduced in the Federal 
Parliament dealing with national insurance, 
but. beyond the second reading speech deliv­
ered by Dr. Earle Page, no discussion has 
taken place on it. N ation.al insurance is 
going to be an important factor in connec­
tion with friendly society work, and I feel 
sure t'hat all friendly society people will take 
a keen interest in the measure introduced. 
Friendly societies are organised all over Aus­
tralia. They are a very strong power in. the 

land, and we hope to get some material 
alteration in the Bill in connection with 
friendly societies. · 

I should be out of order if I entered upor; 
a disquisition on national insurance at the 
present time, but I make these remarks in 
passing. The Bill is now before the friendly 
society members. Only yesterday I had a 
letter from the secretary of the Manchester 
Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows in 
Melbourne stating thrtt it is the intention to 

<all a conference of representatives of friendly 
societies from all over Australia, with a view 
to considering and endeavouring to have the 
Xational Insurance Bill amende-d so as to 
make it more sat;sfactory to friendly societies 
than it is "t the present time. I am one of 
tho-c'C who realises that national insurance 
must come. Anyone \vho is of the opinion that 
i~ is a mvth and that it is all " fireworks " 
is making a great mistake. National insur­
anC'e must be accepted by the people of Aus­
tralia, <I.nd friendly society men-even those 
societie' which are going to be very ma teri­
ally affected by the introduction of national 
insurance-who take an interest in their 
work recognise that national insurance must 
come; they will make every endeavour to 
sec that tho legi,;lation is framed in such a 
way that the least possible harm will be 
c.wsed to friendly societies by the passage 
of the Bill. 

:Mr. ROBER.TS (East 'l'oowoomba): Like 
the hon. member for Merthyr, I take very 
great interest in friendh· societies. I would 
congratulate the l\'Iinister on the appoint­
ment of the Deputy Registrar, Mr Daly, 
who will be very acceptable to friendly 
wcieties, as is Mr. Porter himself. I was at 
a conference sometime ago at which Mr. 
Porter was present. He was kE>enly 
interested in the work of the conference, 
and no doubt the opportunity of keeping 
closely in touch with friendly societies in 
conference will be of considerable assistance 
in enabling him to understand the workings 
of the societies. 

The hon. member for Merthyr has touched 
on the position of friendlv societie1 in 
Queensland. I notice that th,: registrar pay" 
particular attention in ~1is report to the fact 
that we have not done just as well numeric­
ally as might have been expected during the 
past year. That caused me to look up the 
poeition of fricndlv societies in New South 
\Vales, in compari~on with ·which I find we 
have nothing to worry about. The registrar 
points out that it is largely the industrial 
position-,vhich .i.3, ns we know, unsatisfac­
tory not only in this State but in all the 
States of the Commonwealth at the moment 
--which has considerably hampered friendly 
wcictics. Unemployment and casual work 
affect the earnings of the worker, and we 
know that it is the w•:>rker who builds up 
the friendly society mO\·ement, and for whose 
benefit the friendly societies exist. 

In Kcw South Wales the membership per­
centage increase last year \Vas 2.47, and ours 
was 2.2, so that in that respect there is not 
very much to be concerned about. 

On page 7 of the report for 1928 I find this 
paragraph-

" The inabilitv of societies to retain 
their new recruits, the majority of whom 
arc all young bloods, is the most lament­
able side of friendly society activity." 

Mr . .Roberts.j 
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Further on he says-
" The percentage of sickness obtaining 

in the voungest group (16-24 years) is 
still very high." 

In the report for 1927 the registrar said-
" I also feel in dutv bound to direct 

the societies' attention" to the high per­
centage of sickness obtaining in the 
youngest group 116-24 years), as we are 
too inclined in the light of recent figures 
to overestimate the value of the younger 
members to a society. 

" The amount of sick pay distributed 
to members of this group averaged 19s. 
1d. per member; against this the aver­
age annual contribution per member 
amounted to £1 Ss. 2d., leaving a surplus 
of 9s. ld. per member after meeting sick 
pay claims. Out of this surplus it is 
nece•sary to set aside 7s. 7d. (approxi­
mately) per member to cover payment of 
funeral benefits, and thus the net surplus 
accruing from this group amounts to ls. 
6d. per member per annum. 

" As shown in Table S, this group 
ranges second t<J Group 65-74 years in 
percentage of members ill, and the latter 
group must be regarded as the first group 
containing payments of relief to the 
infirm rather than advances on account 
of incapacity. 

" Although these figures might be con­
strued t<J indicate a decline in the general 
health of the community, I prefer to 
believe that it is accounted for by a 
greater disposition on the part of the 
younger members to claim on the 
societies." 

I stress this matter because there is a ten­
dency on the part of various societies in 
conferences to do everything to attract the 
younger member by giving him the means 
of joining the society at the lowest possible 
rate-generally 1s. nomination fee--and by 
pulling down the rate of his contributions. 
It is the perpetual fighting between the 
various societies to increase their membership 
that wants careful CDnsideration. Of course, 
societies do it not only for their own sake 
but also because they wish to put favourable 
figures before the registrar, but there is a, 
re&sonable margin, and, if we go below it, 
we are going to have trouble. From my 
experience in connection with sick pay, I am 
satisfied that it is one of the things which 
friendly societies must consider very care­
fully. It is due t<J this continual belief that 
it is to our interest to get the younger mem­
ber. I was astonished to discover from the 
tables in the report how many men leave 
societies in from one to five years. I attri­
bute it largely to the fact that it is so easy 
to get into some other society. In some 
towns the societies have a sort of agreement 
whereby they undertake not to admit into 
a branch in that town or district a member 
who has left another branch whilst unfinan­
cial; but that is only a measure which is 
applied to that particular town or district. 
If it were applied throughout the State, then 
it might be of some assistance to the societies. 

The report points out that a groot amount 
of money is lost because of the basis of 
benefit paymenta. A man may join a 
friendly society, P'!'Y contributions for one 
week or two, and, m the ordinary course of 
events, is immediately placed upon the 
medical list. He is accepted in good faith. 
and some societies, including my own, pay 

[Mr. Roberts. 

benefits immediately on joining. Within a 
week of joining, this man may become 
entitled to sick benefits extending over a 
number of weeks, and perhaps in seven or 
eight months he is unfinancial; he has paid 
to the society perhaps 50s., and we see him 
no n1ore. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: Some societies specify 
rayments in advance. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Reference is made to it 
in the Xew South Wales report, and we 
should provide in this State that payments 
entitling medical benefits should be paid in 
advance and credited to a specific fund, se 
that we shall know exactly that we are not 
keeping on the medical list members who 
~hould be removed. The report points out 
that there is a tendency to continue the 
unfinancial members in the hope that they 
will make sood. 

Certain action by the British Medical 
Association has exercised the minds of mem­
bers of friendly societies very much in Bris­
bane during the past year, and hard things 
have be,,n said on both sides. As one 
interested in the friendly society movement, 
[ regret it. The medical men have their 
function in CIVIC life, and the friendly 
societies have their place in the community; 
but, as business men and p-rofessional men, 
we should be able to solve our difficulties 
without any friction whatever. We are told 
that the payment by friendly societies to 
the medical fraternity for services to their 
members is lower than that paid by any 
other State in Australia, but, aecordmg to 
lhe New South Wales report, that statement 
is not borne out. Page 3 of that report has 
this statement-

" The cost of medical attendance and 
medicine per average adult member has 
increased by 61 per cent. since 1911. The 
cost per member in that year, in 1921, 
and ill subsequent years, was as 
follows:-

191] 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 
1924-25 
1925-26 
1926-27 

Per annum. 
8. d. 
18 3 
22 10 
27 10 
27 7 
27 11 
27 11 
28 11 
29 4 

" The increased cost is due to the 
higher charges imposed by the medical 
officers and chemists. The amount of 
29s. 4d., however, does not rep_resent 
truly the average annual rate pa1d fm· 
this service, a.s many members do not 
receive medical attendance through tb.il 
lodge, and others are on the medical list 
only for a portion of the year. The 
average annual rate for the whole of the­
State would be about 40s. The cost in 
this State is exceeded only in Queensland. 

" In other States the charges are 
generally lower, but a move has been 
made bv the medical officers for a re­
vision.''" 

We can understand that; but, by _and la~ge. 
it is one of those thing" regardmg wh1ch, 
in the interests of the friendly society move­
ment_ we ought to be able to arrive at a. 
satisfactory basis. I know what it means 
tn the movement. Bodies of working men 
band together to try to make provision for 
lh0se particular benefits from their weekly 
earnings-they cannot pay large sums. I 
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have had considerable experience with the 
medical institute in the city of Toowoomba, 
while I have also come in contact with the 
medical institute in Brisbane. I know the 
remuneration that is paid to medical men 
ir. connection with the duties they perform. 
My experience of them is that at all times 
they giye of their best. Toowoomba has 
been particularly fortunate with its medical 
men, and the same applies all over Queens­
land. My conclusions from the conference 
I attended were that the men who were 
behind the guns, so to speak, are not the 
men who really do friendly society work, 
and, so far as I can see, do not want to do 
it; but. for some reason I could not under­
stand, they were trying to fix a rate of pay 
for the men engage'<:! in the work, quite 
apart from any knowledge on their pa:rt of 
the position. The men who are able to 
speak definitely as to the value of the work 
and the time given to it arc the medical 
men who have had experience of it. They 
are in a position to say whether they are 
well or rca,onabiy paid. By and large, 
they are reasonably paid. In Toowoomba 
we pay on an average from £900 to £1,000 
a year to each medical man attached to the 
institute, and any spare time they have is 
at. their disposal. There is no question that 
they do WE'll, and are satisfied. If we 
cannot arrive at a satisfactory basis, then it 
is going to interfere considerably with the 
friendly societies. That is why I am deal­
ing with the position to-day, as I am anxious 
to see a settlement. 

i\fr. McLACHLAN: Hear. hear! 

Mr. ROBERTS: There are 66,642 mem­
bers of friendly societies interested. and, 
with their wiYes and children, they pro­
bably number 200,000; and the sooner a 
satisfactory basis is arrived at between the 
societies and the medical men the better it 
will be for the mo,·ement. 

The hon. member for Merthvr hac touched 
very fully on the position of the friendly 
society movement in Queensland; but I want 
to say one or two things on the financial 
position of the movement. :Men connected 
with the friendly society movement know that 
the averagt: member always says, "Why are 
you hoardmg up all that money? You 
have some hundred• of thousands of pounds 
to your credit?" If we take last year's 
report, we find that, notwithstanding the 
very large sum of money paid in contri­
~utions, there was not sufficient money paid 
Ill to meet the liabilities falling due within 
the tw~lve months by £1,691; but by returns 
from mvestment we were able to find the 
balance of the monev and carry forward 
a profit for the year of £76,745. That shows 
that the. friendly societies are on a very 
sound basis in Queensland. Friendly societies 
are expected to earn a certain sum on their 
investments. Last year their investments 
earned 5.5 per cent., and this year they 
earned 5.4 per cent. ; and the interest on 
those investments caused a profit of £78 436 
to be made. ' 

At 5.25 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. ROBERTS: We were a little dis­
turbed the other week by reason of an 
instruction given by the registrar that. 
whereas we had been allowed to take all 
f'xcess interest over 4~ per cent. from what 
is termed the " Sick and Funeral Fund " 
for use in the Management Fund, we would 

not in future be permitted to do that unless 
we were earning 5~ per cent. After a depu­
tation to the registrar, at which the official 
valuer, Mr. Rendle, was present, I think ~he 
societies were satisfied that they had nothmg 
to fear-that the reason for this position was 
that we had earned over 5 per cent. and, 
consequently, the registrar thought it was 
only fair that we should be valued on that 
earning-power, because it put us in a better 
financial position. That appears to me to be 
quite sound. I think it was also submitted 
that we would be able to deal with all 
surpluses. If that is brought about, the 
friendly societies will be considerably relieved 
from wme anxieties the0 have had in this 
direction. 

Reference has been made to the question 
of national insurance, with which I propose 
to deal only briefly. Probably the reason 
why no reference is made in the report 
oi the registrar for this year is that, follow­
ing upon his statement last year that he 
was not concerned with it until he had seen 
the Bill, the report for this year was printed 
before the Bill was presented to the Federal 
Parliament. By and large, I welcome 
national insurance. Having seen a copy of 
the Bill, and having read the remarks of 
Dr. Earle Page in connection with the mea­
sure, I can . quite understand that it is 
probably very different from what people 
were ied to believe it would be when Senator 
Millen explained the proposed measure to 
the heads of friendly societies throughout 
Australi't a few months ago. Certainly a lot 
is missing; but it is possible that some 
of the original intentions were found to be 
unworkable. I think the right thing has 
been done, because, as it is a mc,tsure of 
far-reaching importance, it requires close 
consideration. At one stage we thought the 
Bill would be passed without the friendly 
societies being given an opportunity of stat­
ing their requirements; but I was glad to 
hear the hon. member for Mcrthyr say that 
action is being taken in the South to see 
that the claims of friendly societies are not 
overlooked. I do not think any Govern­
ment would do anything to injure the great 
friendly society movement, which exists for 
the good of the working-class community, and 
provides against sickness and for the widow 
in her time of stress. I welcome the National 
Insurance Bill, whose provisions can be 
worked in conjunction with the friendly 
society movement, in which I have 
undoubted faith. 

f5.30 p.m.] 
Item (Friendly SocietieA) agreed to. 

PARLIA'I!ENT.IRY DRAFTS,IAN. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
J\Iullan, Flinders) : I beg to move-

" That £1,000 be granted for 'Parlia­
mentary Draftsman.' " 

Item agreed to. 

REGISTRAR-GENERA!,. 

Tho ATTOH;\;EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move-

" That £11,481 be granted for • Regis­
trar-General.' ., 

Item agreed to. 

SHRRJFF A!\D SUPREME COURTe. 
The ATTOR:\"EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 

Mullan, F'liQdCr8) : I beg to move-
" That £32,756 be granted for ' Sheriff 

and Supreme Courts.' " 

111r. Roberts.] 
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Mr. KING (Logan): I notice that the 
Deputy Hegistrar aud Taxing Officer is clown 
for £700. and I would like to ask the 
Attorney-General what the Government 
intend doing in connection with the present 
Deputy Registrar and Taxing Oflicer. Most 
of _us know that the Taxing Officer, Mr. 
Bames, has reached the age limit and under 
ordinary circumstances, would be due for 
retirement; but I would like to stress the 
point that, although personally I do not 
come m contact very frcquenth with Jl.1r. 
Baines since I have entered Parfiament, still 
I do know that ho is a most efficient officer 
and his position vtill be most difficult to fill: 
He carries out in a most efficient n12.nner 
duties which are highly technical and very 
mtncatc. The duties of a taxing officer arc 
really th" work of a specialist; and I think 
1 am safe in saying that vou could search 
Queensland and not find a ,;an more capable 
or more fit to take on this work. His posi­
twn is a unique one. I assure the Attorney­
G~neral that I. have not had any conversation 
With Mr. Bames about this matter· but 
speaking as a member of the professi~n and 
as a member of the public. I sav without 
hesitation that, if, owing to the ;gc limit 
~r. J:?aincs's services. v:.~erc to be dispensed 
w1th, It would be nothmg short of a calamitv 
Not onlv does Mr. Baines carrv out th~ 
duties of taxing officer bui he also carries 
out o~her very inti:icate dutiPs which require 
a tramed legal mmd, and I sincerely hope 
the Atto~·ney-General will take all these 
matters mto consideration before retiring 
Mr. Baines from the position. 

I have already mentioned the matter of 
the judges' salaries, and I would lili:e now 
to re_fer to the salaries of the associates to 
the. pdges. If we deal with the highest 
pos1tlons, we must also give some notice to 
the lower positions. The associates are on a 
salary of £325 per annum while the 
associate to the Chief Justice get<; a higher 
sal_ary than that. In my opinion the salaries 
paid are not commensurate with the dignitv 
of t~e position and the work done. The 
~tssociates ~re really the companions of the 
JUdges. Tney have to keep up a certain 
~mount of appearance, and travel with the 
Jud!'es. They also carry out important 
duties. They have to minute every order 
the court makes in chambers or in court 
and t~ see _that the minutes are correctly 
embo<hed m orders, which are sub­
sequently presented to the judges for signa­
ture. I. trust that. the Attorney-General will 
take this matter mto consideration and see 
if the _salaries cannot ~e increased to a figure 
more m accordance with the position. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinders): I am pleased to hear the 
rem~rks of the hon. member for Logan con­
cernmg the Taxing Master, Mr. Baines, and 
also to note his desire that the Governmen~ 
eh_ould relax as far as practicable the rule 
with regard to that officer's retirement. I 
can assure the hon. member that we have 
already relaxed t.he rule. Mr. Baines has 
e:z;ceeded the age limit already. I agree 
w1th the hon. member that Mr. Baines is an 
officer whom it would be most difficult to 
replace, and I have discussed that phase of 
the question with some of my responsible 
officers. Personally I hope that there will 
be no need for his retirement for a long 
time. 

Mr. KrxG: I am glad to hear it. 

[Mr. King. 

The ATTORNI<JY-GENERAL: Hon. mem­
bers may rest assured that the Government 
fully appreciate Mr. Baines's services and 
":ill avail themselves of them for a' long 
tune. 

·with regard to the associates, the Govern­
ment last year made a very substantial 
increase in their salaries from £250 to £321\. 
and, in the case of the associate of the Chief 
Justice, from £300 to £375. In view of that 
fact, I am afraid that I can hold out no 
immediate prospect of going any further. 

Item (Sheriff and Supreme Courts) agreed 
to. 

TITLES OFFICES. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, F'linders): I beg to move-

" That £22,961 be granted for ' Titles 
Offices.' " 

Mr. KING (Lopan): A couple of years ago 
a reorganisation scheme was introduced or 
suggested in connection with the administra­
tion of the Titles Office. Prior to that 
reorganisation being put into effect, there 
was a good deRl of di•satisfaction amongst 
professional and business men-not exactly 
in connection with the work carried out in 
the Titles Office, but in a branch of that 
otfico to which it is not necessary to refer. 
The office of the particular officer concerned 
has been abolished to a certain extent, and 
his duties are now undertaken by another 
otficer in the Attorney-General's Depart­
ment. 

I would like to give the Attorney-General 
the assurance that, so far as I can gather, 
the new scheme is working very well indeed. 
Profescwnal people who have businesses with 
lhe Titles Office are finding that their work 
.. , done quite expeditiously and well. The 
reorganisation has proved to be entirely satis­
factory, and I think the public are very 
pleased indeed with the innovo.tions vvhich 
have been made. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ROBERTS (East 1'oowoomba): I 
•'ndorse the remarks of the Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition regarding this very impor­
cant office. A verv considerable amount of 
work is done there,- and, so far as I can see­
and I visit it occasionally-it is done effi­
ciently. There has been a reduction of five 
i11 the staff, and, whether that is on the 
r·e.commendation of the Public Scn-ice Com­
missioner or not, I hope that it is not going 
to Impair the efficicncv of the otfice. I agree 
with the remarks which have been made as 
to the officer whose salary used to be voted 
Lmdcr this item. I came in contact with 
that individual, unfortunately. and it was 
not very pleasant to me, a"d I told him that 
I did not think it was very satisfactory so 
far as the position he occupied was concer~1ed. 

The ATTORNEY-GE:-JERAL (Hon. ,J. 
Mullan, Flindas): I appreciate th~ remarks 
c/ the hon. momb(-•r for Logan and the hon. 
n1embcr for East Too,voomba. as to the 
efficiency of this ~ffic:. It is a Ycry impor­
tant offic·c. and It IS very satisfactory to 
know that the reorganisation which was ri1ade 
in regard to the position of Master of Titles 
and the alterations which have been made 
generally have proved beneficial both to the 
office and to the community. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Item (Titles Officps) agreed to. 
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Ho~rE ScRE'fARY'R DEPART'.IIENT. 
CHIEF OFriCE. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford, Mount Moru<w): I beg to move-

" That £7,806 be granted for ' Home 
Secretary's Department-Chief Office.' " 

Mr. KERR (Bnor!!Jern): The Home Secre­
tary has probably gwatE'r responsibility in 
certain directions than any other Minister. 
This is a greater spending department than 
any other, excepting the Railway Depart­
ment, and, on the other hand, it has very 
little revenue coming in. It spends over 
£1,500,000 a year, and its income is less 
than £100.000. 

~n. thos~ days of alleged economy the 
Mm1ster m charge must have experienced 
great difficulty in securing the amount of 
money required for his department. In 
1915 the total expenditure by this department 
:vas approximately £790,000, but by 1927 
It has grown to £1,500,000, and I am not 
quite satisfied that there is ju•tification for 
doubling the expenditure. I should like to 
know if new sub-departments or activities 
have been created under the jurisdiction of 
the Home Office. I have been unable to 
locate any activity justifying the increased 
expenditure of this money. 

Mr. W. CooPJ:R: What about the State 
Children Department 7 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member can look 
up the figures for himself. I am not quite 
satisfied. I can refer to departments that 
ir, 1915 ~xpendcd less than the Home Office, 
and wluch have now ceased to exist alto­
gether; and I can mention other activities 
;;here the expenditure could possibly be 
reduced. The Minister may claim that he 
Is charged with the responsibility of making 
grants for charitable purposes, and i~ is 
difficult for me tc• criticise administration 
of that nature; but it is not so difficult a.fter 
C':amining the position thoroughly. In 1915 
the appropriation for the Chief Ofl1ce was 
£3.855, whereas to-day, without anv further 
activities to justify all the expenditure, the 
amount has increased to £7.540. At one 
time the hospitals were under the dire,·t con­
trol . o~ the department; but they are now 
admmistered by varwus boards o:1tside the 
direct jurisdiction of the department, and 
much to the relief of the department. At 
one time the unemployment problem engaged 
the attentwn of the department and absorbed 
quite a large sum of money; but to-day that 
branch of the administration i, admini~tcred 
by ctnother department, and miscellaneous 
services have been placed under other admin­
istrative heads. I do not want the Minister 
t.') accuse me of advocating a recluctjon in 
the amount required for charitable purpm<c•s. 

l'.1r. H'RTLEY: I£ you object to the expe-ndi­
ture, you must be asking for a n'duction. 

Mr. KERR: The department f'hoC~ld ha ye 
given fRr greater attentiotl to the questjon 
of health than it has giYe!l in the pasr. There 
has been an unwarra11tf'd a1nount of over­
hpping in the jurisdiction cf tbe He~lth 
Departments controlled hv the State and the 
Commonwealth Gm·ernment>". 

The Commonwealth Gm·ernment have 
entered the field of health. It is not for me 
to say wlwther that is right or wrong. but 
at the prPsent time we have administering 
the health services of the community the 
Health Departments of the Commonwealth 
and State Governm0nts, and, in addition, 

1928-4 K 

we ha vo the health services established by 
the local authorities. It should be the aim 
of Parliament to reduce expenditure wherever 
possible, and this is a matter the Home 
Secretary can profitably go into. Some years 
ago a conference Df Ministers of the various 
States was held, and in the official report 
there appeared an acknowledgment of the· 
overlapping of health services. The Com­
monwealth Government entered the health· 
sphere on 3rd March, 1921, aud their expendi­
ture in administering that service has. 
increased from £16,000 in that year to­
£25,(!00 to-da.v. That increase is not oon­
fincd to the Comm5uwealth only, as similar 
increases have taken place in the health 
services of the State department and the 
local authorities. A perusal of the Consti­
tution of the Commonwealth will show that. 
health is fundamentally a function of State 
Governments. It is this overlapping of 
services, where we mjght look for economy, 
that adds to the cost of administration. The 
Commonwealth Government could very well 
restrict themselves to functions such as the­
League of Nations. The control of disease 
is essentially a State matter. The over­
lapping of services by the two Governments 
is becoming intolerable, and the taxpa,ver 
i' taxed twice over for the same servwe. 
The Minister should give the Committee 
some information regarding the steps he has 
takeu to co-ordinate such services. 

Let me mention the extraordinary position 
that has arisen in regard to our hospitals. 
The expenditure on this department has. 
increased from £790,000 in 1915 to £1,500,00(} 
in 1927; yet the vote for hospitals has· 
decreased from £250,000 to £185,000, or a 
reduction of £65,000. That is partly 
accounte-d for by the fact that £127,000 has 
wen expended from the " Golden Casket " 
funds. 

My point is that, whereas the expenditure· 
for the whole of the department has doubled, 
the amount allocated for hospitals has been. 
reduced from £250,000 to £185,000. 

The Home Department is costing a tre­
mendous amount of monev to administer. 
Comparative figures show that the cost per 
head of population so far as medical services 
and charities are concerned is greater in 
Queensland than in any other State of the 
Commonwealth. It is neither a question 
that more is being done nor that the salaries 
of public servants in Queensland are greater; 
because, bv reason of the fact that the· 
salaries pa-id to highly-placed officials are 
not as gre~tt in Queensland as elsewhere, the 
,a]arir- here are in the aggregate less than 
m the other States. 

The Home Secretary has been relieved of 
much expenditure in regard to sub.,idising 
hoopitals. It is no use the hon. gentleman 
'haking his head. because I remember that 
in a report of the Auditor-Gencrai within 
t '''' last YC'ar or twD it was shown that 
\vhereas £210.000 was formerly claimed fo{· 
oubsidies, it ~vas necessarv at· that time to· 
provide on!:. £175.000, c..;nclusively proving 
that th,, Home Department is assisted in this 
dirE'ction from the " Golden Casket" 
roceipts. 

It. is an extraordinary thing that. whereas 
£2.620 was spent in· the year 1914 for 
" 1VI0dical," th0 amount appropriated for the 
tlnanciaJ year just closed is only £2,495. 

It is very evident that a close investi?a­
tion IS required in regard to the financial 

Mr. ](err.] 
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admini,;tmtion of this department. Let me 
remind the Committee that I am not criti­
·''ising- any other than the financial adminis­
tration of the department. 

The Yote for " Police " has increased from 
£275,000 to approximately £528,000. I would 
like to see some compensating factor for 
that great increase. The question of 
salaries for the police officers has been a 
matter of contention as between the Police 
L'nion rmd the Home Office. I am also given 
io understand that, generally speaking, the 
police buildings are not what they should be. 

The HmiE SECHETARY : They do not come 
under this vote. 

Mr. KERR : I am criticising one of the 
.administrative activities of the Chief Office, 
and the Chairman will pull me up if I am 
out of order in that regard. The accommo­
dation provided in many of the police build­
ings is quite inadequate. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The expenditure 
under this vote has already been incurred. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman knows 
that police buildings, generally speaking, 
are out of date. Particularly is that so in 
regard to many of the buildings in my 
elector<tte. But what concerns me in regard· 
to this department is that for years past 

it has been a well recognised 
[7 p.m.] fact that the staff of the police 

force has been inadequate. Par­
ticularly is that found to be so when we 
compare the strength with the police strength 
1n the other States. The latest comparative 
table that I could get is from the Official 
'• Year Book " for 1927, which shows that 
in New South \Vales-a State with iess than 
half the area of Queensland-in 1921 there 
·were 2, 738 on the strength, and this was 
mcreased by 199 in 1925; whereas in Queens­
land the strength in 1921 was 1, 105. 

::\fr. CunER: Xew South Wales has three 
times our population. 

ll;1r. KEHR: It is not a question of popu­
latwn. as I shall show as I proceed-! am 
dealing with the financial part of the admin­
istration. As I said in 1921 the strength of 
the Queensland police force was 1,105, and 
that strength had only been increased by 
seventy-seven in 1925. \Vestern Australia. 
which has one-third more torritorv than 
'Queensland, has one police officer for every 
699 of the ~opulation, whereas Queensland 
has onr• pohce officer for every 720 of the 
population. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: We are a more law-abiding 
people. 

l\fr. KERR: I hope the hon. member will 
rostra in himself. It may be a question for 
close investigation as to why the Queensland 
police force costs more per head of the 
population than the police force of any other 
State of Australia. 

The following figures show the cost of the 
police force per head of population in the 
different State":-

Kew South \Vales 
Victoria ... 
South Australia 
\Vestern Australia 
Ta.sn1ania 
Queensland 

[lllr. Ket·r. 

Cost per head 
of population. 

s. d. 
11 7 
9 2 
9 1 

11 8 
7 9 

12 11 

Ii is well known that the police have com­
phincd to the Government that their salaries 
a•·e not equal to those of the police in some 
of the otlwr State~. It is difficult to under­
stand, and we are entitled to ask, the 
reason 1-:~:hy our police force costs more per 
head of population than in any other State. 
Ir is not a question of the area of Queens­
land-.Wcstern Australia. has a far greater 
territory-nor is it a question of population. 
The other States, in which the cost is lower, 
have a smaller area with a greater popula­
tion. I ,do not know how to account for 
there being a lesser number in the police 
forcC' in Queens] and than in the other States 
of Australia while the cost per head of 
population is greater, and some explanation 
should be given to the Committee . 

All the activities of the Home Department 
require close investigation to-day, as the 
expenditure is greater than that of similar 
departments in other States. There has been 
a great relief from expenditure in certain 
directions since 1915. The hospitals to-day 
are costing much less than formerly because 
of the relief given by the "Golden Casket." 
Some of the sub-departments have disap­
peared. Hon. members opposite may point 
to baby clinics as an additional expenditure, 
but that is an extension of a. principle 
adopted many years ago before the Labour 
Government came into power. 

Mr. LLEWEI,YK: It would be verv interest­
ing to know what the Governme"nt in the 
old days did for baby clinics .and creches. 

Mr. KERR : I am noi? going to discuss 
that subject now. This department has been 
relieved of thousands of pounds of expen­
diture in connection with unemployment. It 
is not a question of salaries in the depart­
ment having doubled, as there arc not so 
manv activities to attend to. The Home 
Secretary is well fittf'd to occupy that officP, 
being- of a charitable nature. The Com­
mittee will realise that the expenditure is 
increasing out of all proportion to what it 
should be. I have studied the Estimates of 
other StatE'l for the years 1915 and 1927 and 
compared the position there with our own 
expenditure, and I find that our expenditure 
is out of all proportion to that in other 
States. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time .allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Mount Morga.n): The hon. mem­
ber for EnoggPra is living in the days of the 
cave-man and the dark ages, as the hon. 
member for Bowen says, and not in 1928. 
He must confess that progress has been 
made in the conditions of the people and 
the employees of the State since 1915. The 
hon. member says that he is at a loss to 
understand why the expenditure of the 
Home Department has increased since 1915. 
Let me say briPfly that it is beoo,use a 
Labour Government has endeavoured to 
rectify some of the wrongs and grievances of 
a vast majority of people in this State for 
Hfty years while it was ruled by people of 
the hon. memb0r's politics. I do not dispute 
the fact that the present Government have 
increased the Home Office vote-they have 
rractically doubled it-but every item of 
increased expenditure has been justified in 
the opinion of the Gov,ernment-which is the 
onlv opinion that counts so far as we are 
concerned--because we legislate and ad­
minister for the mass of the people. Corn-
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pare any vote for the public service with the 
n1to which prevailed prior to a Labour 
Government coining into power. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARXES: Take the coot of 
I i ving to-day. 

The HOME 13ECRETARY: The hon. 
member for Enoggera objects to an increased 
Yote for the Home Department. That is all 
I hne to reply to it. I have to show that 
we have not foolishly spent money in the 
Home Office. 

The hon. member mentioned .. police in 
particular, and compared Queensland with 
\Vestern Australia. The comparison is 
absurd. Conditions in Western Australia are 
totallv different from those in Qneensland. 
\Ve are a State with a larger mileage than 
any other in Australia, and that is a factor 
that has to be considered in the policing of 
. a country. Population does not count so 
much because, if population is widely dis­
persed over a large area, the expenses of 
policing are comparatively greater than in 
a State with a more compact population and 
quick transit. To show that we have not 
neglected our duty, I claim-in spite of what 
any amateur Commissioner of Police may 
·-,ay-that there can be only one person whose 
word should be taken on these matters, and 
-that is the man who is charged with the 
responsibility of seeing that law and order 
are maintained. That man is the Commis­
sioner of Police, who has assured the Homo 
Secretary that there is nothing to complain 
of in the handling of any request that he 
has made to the Cabinet in order to enable 
him to carry out those duties. As a matter 
of fact, on every hand to--day people of all 
shades of political opinion are loudly sound­
ing the praises of the police, and, if the 
police are sufficient at this period of violent 
crisis to achieve that result, then surely it 
cshould be suff1cient to meet all requirements 
in times of peace and no crisis. Of course, 
if you are going to take the opinion of Mr. 
Talty and not of the Commissioner--

Mr. KERn: I did not talk about Mr. Talty. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am going 
to talk about him. He is the man behind 
the request for more police. He is con­
tinually stirring up mme people in an 
·endeavour to show that the police are 
starved. The police themselves are not com­
plaining. The Commissioner is not com­
plaining. 

Hon. W. H. B.mxts: Does he act off his 
·OWn bat? 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is verv 
difficult to say, but I have a shrewd suspicion 
that he does In 1912 the strength of the 
police force was 1,084, and in July, 1928, it 
had been increased to 1,269, including recruits 
and detectives. The Commissioner has assured 
me that with that staff he is quite capable of 
coping with the position that exists to-day. 

Mr. KERR: Have you not provided on the 
Estimates for forty a·dditional police? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Certainly we 
have, and we provided for twenty-four last 
year, and will provide for increased numbers 
as necessity arises. The hon. member for 
Enoggera lives in the davs of the caveman 
and in the dark age,, as the hon. member for 
Bowen would sav. If he had made a com­
parison, he woufd have found that for the 
earlier year he mentioned sub-inspectors 
received £340 per annum. Let me refer to 
senior sergeants, who received 12s. 6d. per 

day. ,. ith a day of twenty-four hours, if 
neces~ary, no ovPrtime, and no consideration 
at "11. In addition, if a ste.tion required the 
sen-ice' of a mounted policeman, he was not 
permitted to keep fowls because the .Govern­
ment' were afraid that he might "pinch" the 
horse feed and use it a' fowl feed. I submit 
these figures, showing the rates paid in 
1914-15-

Sergeants .. 
Acting sergeants 
Constables-

317 at 
299 at 

Recruits 

Per day. 
s. d. 

11 3 
10 0 

9 6 
8 6 
9 0 
7 6 

:i'\ow compare those figures with the rates 
ruling to-day-

Senior sergeants 
Acting sergeant 

Constables-

Recruits 

Per day . 
£ s. d. 
1 0 7 
0 18 7 

{

0 17 7 
0 17 1 
0 16 7 
0 16 1 
0 15 7 
0 15 1 
0 10 0 

Those figures indicate that during the reign 
o£ the Labour Government it was recognised 
that it was the duty of the Government to 
provide a court to which the police had access 
for the consideration of their claims, and, 
that court having deliberated and given judg­
ment, the present conditions obtain. 

An 0PPOSITIOX ::YIE~IBER: You cannot take 
any credit for that. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: What are the respec­
tive years quoted? 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: I gave the 
figures for 1914-15 and the latest figures. The 
hon. member for Enoggera asked for an 
explanation of the increased <'xpenditure by 
my department. To-day the police are recog­
nised as people worthy of a vote, and are not 
regarded as people who should not associate 
with their fellows. They are recognised as 
an important branch of the community ser­
Yice, and arc treated as such. 

Take the case of the Prisons Department. 
Thc'"e rates were paid in the year 1914-15 in 
I he Prisons Depa ttmel't--

\Yardcr, two at 
\Yarder clerks­

One at 
One at ... ... 

\Yarders, thirteen at 
Female war·ders-

Per annum. 
£ 

150 

160 
150 
150 

One at 100 
One at 80 
One at 76 
One at 56 

No doubt they thought they were well paid 
by the Government of the ·day. These rates 
were paid at St'. I-Ielena-

\Y arder clerks·­
One at 
One at 

Por annum. 
£ 

160 
150 

Then there were trade instructors-qualified 
tradecmen-who were supposed to tAach the 
prisoners their different trades. The .. o 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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instructors were paid on the following 
scale:-

Trade instructors-

One at 
Two ar 
One at 

\Yarders­
I?our at 
Seven at 
Eleven at 
Six at 

£ 
180 
160 
140 

150 
140 
130 
110 

Married men living at St. Helena did not 
obtain the privilege they obtain to-day of so 
much time off for being isolated from civili­
sation, as it were, and they were compelled 
to keep their children t'here without any 
facilities for their education. To-day, under 
a Labour Government, we find the salaries 
cf the prison employees to be-

Chief warder 
Senior warder 
vVarders-

Ten at 
One at 
One at 
rrv;o at 
Three at 
Sixteen at 

Female warders­
One at 
One at 
One at 

£ 
290 
280 

270 
260 
250 
240 
230 
225 

180 
170 
135 

Those figures do not represent· fully the con­
ditions under which these workers are work­
ing to-day as compared with the ?onditions 
under which they were workmg prwr to the 
advent of the Labour Government. TP.ey 
represent merely the actual ·difference in 
wages conditions that operated. If I were 
to endcav.our to show the Committee the dif­
ference in the conditions, 1t would take me 
the rest of the evening. 

11r. G. P. BARNES: That is world. wide. 

:\fr. KERR: \Vc know that it is world wide. 

The H011E SECRETARY: Then why did 
the hon. member ask for an explanation of 
the increased expenditure? How is it that 
he said that he had spent a considerable 
time in studying this question if, as he now 
says. the conditions relating to the increase 
are ·world-wide? The position is apparent 
to anv one. The hon. member is asking an 
explai1ation from me, as Home Secretary, of 
wh"<" we are asking the Committee for a 
larger YOtC' than wa~ appropriated \Yhen this 
Government came into power. 

Mr. KERR: I quoted other States in com­
panson. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am not con­
cerned with the other States. 

Mr. KERR: I am not questioning your 
expenditure. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If I followed 
the argument of the hon. gentleman, he first 
set out to show that we were extravagant 
in cur methods of expenditure, and then he 
set out to show that, in comparison with 
other States, we were not doing enough. 
\Vhat does he really require? I can go 
right through the whole of the Estimates for 
charitable institutions, health, hospitals. 
insanity, and Dunwich, and show what were 
the conditions existing in 1914-]5 as compared 
with 1928. What were the conditions of the 

[Hon. J. Stopford. 

hospitals prior to the advent of the Labour· 
Government? \Vhat were the hours of lab­
our of nurses in hospitals prior to the advent 
of Labour? They were working anything 
from sixty to seventy hours a week. Any 
man who was a patient in a public or private 
hospital pr.ior to the advent of the award 
for nurses could not reasonably stand up and 
denv that the conditions of the nurses were 
anything short of slavery. The nurses were 
asked to serve three months free of salary 
as a probationary period, and purchase their 
own uniforms while they were serving that 
probationary period. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have pur­
posely allowed this disc-ussion with the object 
of showing hon. members just how easy 
it is to get away from the vote under dis­
cussion. I am not blaming the Home Secre­
tary or the hon. member for Enoggera, who. 
initiated it, but I do want to say that hon. 
member.; can see how far this debate ma.y 
go if it is allowed to proceed on these lines. 
Any hon. member who desires to speak on 
the other votes after the vote for " Chief 
Office " has been dealt with would, if this 
were allowed to continue, be allowed to­
address himself for twentv-five minutes to 
every vcte, after having spent a similar time 
on i.he vote for "Chief Office." That would 
give ·him an unfair advantage over hon. 
mentbers who desire to discuss some other 
C{Uestion later on in the Estimates, and 
would give hon. members an opportunity to 
take up too much time on this particular 
vote. For that reason I have decided that 
hon. members, if they will abuse the privilege 
of being allowPd to discuss tht? principles of 
the administration of the department on the 
Chief Office vote, must adhere strictly to 
each vote as it comes up. . 

The H0::\1:E SECRETARY: In Yiew of 
your remarks, Mr. Pollock, I know ex<tctly 
wh0rc I stand. Comparisons will show that 
then" has been no 0xtravagance so far as 
the Chief Office o£ the Home Department. is 
concerned. which is on<> of the most !'conomic­
~lly conducted oflices in the State. Since 
1915 the staff has onlv increased from seven­
teen to twenty-two ... and the expenditure 
from £3,700 to £7.806. which is largely 
accouuted for bv increased salaries. For 
exampl0. the salai·y oF the Under Secretary, 
which has increased from £800 to £1,100-
and most people will Ftgree that it is not 
loo high-shm.-s an ir:crcase which has taken 
place correspondingly throughout the etaff. 
'I'he Government ha.-e no desire to effect sav­
ing-s at the expense of officiah \Yho are cnrry­
inp; out responsible duties. 

Item (('hid Office) agreed to. 

RELIEF OF ABORIGIN.\J.S. 

The IIO::\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford, J[aunt Jforurtn): I beg io move-

" That £66.101 be granted for 'Relief 
of ~lLorig-inals.' " 

l\rr. i\IOORE (.1ul;iyny): First of all, I 
desire to Yoice my appreciation of the Chief 
Protector of Aboriginals for the capable way 
.ir~ which h(: ha~ dischnrg-cd hi:-:; duties, and 
the sympathy which he has shown to the 
aborigin::ds under his ehRJ'g·e. .i\nyone who 
reads the report of that orllcer must be 
struck with the fact that he has a verv 
sympathetic feeling- towards the aboriginal;, 
whom he assists in en'ry possible \\ay. 

It semns extraordinarv to 1ue that criticisn1 
should have been le,~dicd against the Homo 
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DepartmPnt by the executive of the police 
union-criticiE~n1 that w·as rnost unfair. rrhe 
"PolicP Union Journal" of the 25th uilimo 
·has this to say under the heading of 

H Aboriginalitie!:' ''--
"The tabling in Parliament recently 

of f'crtain correspondence in connection 
with auoriginal matters was not intended 
to benefit the police. On the contrary 
the aim of the I-I ome Department was 
to discredit the whole of the force and 
to destroy the good name of certain 
rnen vr·ho were rr1entioned in the ·under 
Secretary's memorandum. The whole 
thing, nf cout•se, is pure bluff, and does 
not necessarilv mean the end of the 
a.rgnrnent." --

[7.30 p.m.] 

\Ye ban• had these P"-pcrs tabled in this 
I-Tousc; wo h:1 ve had tl1e Honu~ Sce:rctarv's 
reply ; tlw emTespomlcnce has been publisl1ed 
:, ·'Truth''; tmd I certrcinlv think the Home 
Secretary had every justlfic.ttion for the 
statements he made. The endeavour of anv 
Government should be to give "'bsolute pro· 
tection to tlw aboril?inals and to se, that they 
ane not <'xp!Olted m any way, and particu· 
larlv ro see that those who are supposed to 
protect and look after them do not join in 
their exploitation. Yet. because the Home 
Secretarv <endea,-oun·d to uphold the pres-
1 ige of the department and to see that these 
people Wl're properly treated, the department 
has to put up with this criticism.- There 
i:-; no sug~estion that there was anv cndea­
v·our to discredit the whole of th'e police 
force of this St_atc; but. there i~ a suggestion, 
and a very dcciC1f'd one, that it was necessary, 
"hero wrong had been committed. that 'it 
should he put rig·ht, and that the whole 
police force should not accept t.he blame 
!h><~ . was attachabh, perhaps, to a few 
mdrvuluttls. I thmk the criticism was vcrv 
nncallNl for, >md the statements made in thi~s 
journal, if allowed to go out, vvill create 
o. feelm" lwhv-een the po~ice force and the 
Home Department which certainly is not for 
the benefit of th1s State, and certainlv would 
not be ~or the ~1encfit of the police. \Vhether 
the pa!d off.icral of ~hat union is merely 
<expr';'ss1ng h1s own YICws I do not know: 
but rt seems to me a pit;v' that the official 
organ of a body like the police should descend 
to personal abuse. That is very unwise. On 
page 15 of the same journal it says-

" \Ye havC' no apology to offer for our 
fearh·~s and hon,:'st critiuisn1 in this 
rega1d, but apparentlv that has not been 
kindly receiyed by the two culprits at 
the Home Office"--

It i, a pretty strong term to call the Home 
Sec:reta~y and Under Secretary "culprits." 
It rs gomg beyond th'e realm of fair criticism 
when it is put in that way-

" who arG now g·oaded to a state of 
fren~y because they have been shown up. 
Th~a· efforts to lower the presti O'e of the 
pohco foree is the action of i~1tolerant 
a?d narrow-n>inded people and will not 
g1ve thr:1n much .favour in the long run. 
If. parlran1entar1ans are earnest about 
thrs question they will not hesitate to 
~rant a Ro:yaJ Co_mn1is.-.:ion to inquire 
mto the adrmmstratron of the Aboriginals 
Department in Queensland." 

If ther~ is any question that the whole of 
the pohcc fore;' has to shou Id er an unfair 

·burden. f!-ncl there is to be this critieism of 
the :'lhnrot<>r aud the Under Secretary, and 

it can be cleared up by appointing a Royal 
Cornn1ission to inquire into the charges n1ade, 
the best possible thing would be to grant 
this Roval Commission and clean the matter 
HP and .. be done with it, because this is not 
for the benefit of the police force as a whole. 
It is not for the benefit of the abO! iginals, 
and it ccrtainlv is not for the benefit of the 
Home Department. The criticism is rtlto­
gether beyond reason. It fini>ho' up in this 
way-

" Finally, it is well that we should 
m"'k<' it clear that the police have noth­
ing to hide.. I" fact. they arc court.ing 
the fullest inquirv to be made into their 
,,-ork regarding the protecting of aborigi­
nals. \Ye hope l\lr. Gall will prov-e that 
he is something more than the bully 
"·ho will fight an el0phant 5 miles 
a.wa.Y.'' 

That n1a:v be very hnn:wrous \Yriting. but 
if the police have nothing to hide and the 
Homo Department has nothing to hide, it 
seems to nw tl1<1t the best thing is to have "' 
proper inquiry into the situation and clean 
the matter up. I can bardly believe that 
any big body of police are behind this wrt 
of critic:isnt wheu ·we kr10\V thnt a big 
n1ajority of them are carrying out their 
duties in an efficient Inanncr. Thev have 
been !oval to the Govcrnnu•nt in a most 
tryiug time. and they haYe done their duty to 
the be 't of their ability. :'\inP!y·nine per 
cpnt. of ihc·· c~ who havo the care of aborigi~ 
na1~ in their charge have done' thPir duty; 
yet it ~ecrn~ that a section, in ordPr to vent 
a certain amount of spieen on the Home 
I)cpartrncnt, is pr0paretl to 1nako charges 
which c:tnnot be substantiated, and which 
reallv have been the subject-matter of press 
correspo!ldence and comment that I do not 
think i~ very helpful to the department or 
io the police. 

If chargee and counter-charges have to be 
sifted, the best way is not to have matters 
publishf·l in the press in the way they have 
been. but to have a proper commission of 
inquiry into the whole subject so as to find 
out what is the trouble and who are the 
people who think they are placed in an 
unfair position, and let the Home Depart­
ment justify itself. From the statements 
which have been made and the inquiries 
which have been held by the Home Depart­
ment, I am satisfied that the department 
was justified in the action it took. I do 
not know how much further this matter is to 
go, but the threat is held out in this journal 
that it is in no way finished. Criticisms 
and charges have been made which are not 
helpful to the police or to the Go.-ernment. 
and I am anxious that the Government 
should be helped in every way possible. I 
recognise that the Government and also the 
police have a very responsible position, and 
it does not make for: improving the relations 
\ve should expect to obtain between the 
department and the police officials when 
criticism goes on in the wav it is doing 
to-day. I cannot understand the suggestion 
which was nndc that the Chief Protector 
of Aboriginals should be got rid of because 
this depcntment is not being carried on as it 
should be. I am perfectly satisfied that, 
while ::XIr. Bleakley is in charge, everv effort 
wiil b,, made on his part to see that the 
aborigi!1als ar' protected. I am "1.tisfied 
from reading his report that he has done 
e:s:ccllcnt work. and I do not want to see 
that work injured by a fishwives' ciispute 

JJ1r. Jl!Ioore.] 
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which !s apparently going on between the 
exc•cuti\"C of the Police Union and the Home 
Departn10nt. That is a position which shouhl 
he brought to an end, and the authority of 
the Home Department should be exercised. 
If that can only be done by having a Roy~l 
Commission to inquire into the matter. 1t 
should be done. 

Mr. c" J. RYAN: Whv have a Commission 
on what you term a fishwives' dispute? 

Mr. MOORE: I would like to see the 
whole thing deared up. I do not want to 
see either the Home Department or the police 
placed in a false position. 

J\.1r. BRrCE: You said "Hear, hear!" this 
afternoon when an hon. member said Com­
missions were a farce. 

Mr. l\100RE: He was talking about one 
particuiar Commission. This is not an ordi­
~;ary Commission, but a Royal Commission 
before which evidence could be taken on 
oath. It would be a good thing if the 
Government granted the request for a Royal 
Commission, so as to clear up the whole 
matter, relieve the police force from a stigma, 
and put the Home Department in a satis­
factory position with regard to the matter. 

'l'he HOME SECRETARY (Hon. .T. 
Stopford, J[ount M organ): In bringing this 
matter up, the Leader of the Opposition 
recognises that a gross attack was made 
upon one of the best officers in this State 
in th<l person of the Chief Protector of 
Aboriginlds. For three years I personally 
have been subjected to the greatest possible 
abus<> from the individual who holds the posi· 
tion of secretary of the Police Union. I 
have neither complained nor howled, because 
I recognised that I was doing nothing more 
ihan my duty, and I would rather have the 
criticism of that individual than his arplause. 

GovER~:\IE~T ME:\fBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The HOME SECRETARY: I onlv broke 
my silence when he used a journal-and tho 
police informed me that they have no con· 
nection with it at all-which is labelled 
the "Police Union Journal" to attack 
officers of my d<>partment. I felt compelled 
in the interests of those men to take off 
the glon's and do for them what I have 
nevL'r done f•;r myself. During the past 
three years I have been associated with 
t.he secretary of the Police Union, and I 
have come to the conclusion that Ananias 
was a joke to him. He is the biggest liar 
that God ever put on earth. (Laughter.) 
I say that without heat. I say it after calm 
consideration and association with this 
gentleman for some years. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTOKE: \Ve are hearing all 
about him now. 

The HOME SECRETARY: During the 
time I ha,·e been in the Home Office no 
union eccrctary in Queensland has needed 
to come to mv office on business unless it was 
a matter of ~uch a nature that. it could not 
!Je transact.ed over the telephone. I have 
always found that they have met me honour, 
,bly and honoured any conversation that took 
place over the telephone, and I, in return, 
have honoured any promise I made to them. 
That Y as th0 attitude I adopted towards 
this indi,·idual, ::VIr. 'fnlty. Like the Leader 
of th0 Opposition. I cast no reflection on 
the poiice. unless it is to express the opinion 
that tlwy are so busy doing their duty to 
the Stn.te that the} have not the time to 
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keep their secretary in proper order. In 
my opinion the police force are a body. of 
men \Yho arc worth;- of the h1gh position 
they occupy. (Hear,' hear!) My experience 
has be0n that they carry out their duties 
and endeavour as far as possible to observe 
the oath they take. But in any body of men 
there must be black sheep. You cannot 
8Xpect to ha vo a per feet police force, and 
occasions arise when men, by their actions. 
render themselves unfit to be in a properly 
constituted police force. The only crime 
that the Home Office has committed has 
been t.h~t, when it. has found men who by 
their actions had. in the opinion of the office, 
rendered themselves unfit to be associated 
with the police force of this State it has not 
endeavoured to cloak their wrongs, but has 
demanded the fullest inqu~ry into their 
actions, and tried to purge the force of men 
who wm·e unworthy of be"ing in it. What is 
the result? Instead of the police force accept­
ing their responsibility-and I can only assume 
that their secretary is t.heir servant, and 
should not dictate to his masters-they have 
allowed him, through the journal which they 
claim is not their own, to vilify me, and 
later on the officers of my department for 
doing what they themselves should do-use 
everv endeavour to make the force what we 
all ~lesire it to be-a force above reproach. 
As I have said, my associations with this 
individual have been such that conversations 
which took place in my office were misrepre­
sented in this journal to such an extent that 
at last I was compelled for my own pro­
tection to insist on having a witness in my 
office before I allowed him to enter to 
discuss matters with me. 

I may be getting away from the vote. 
If I am, I apologise for it, and I will get 
back by saying that the chief cause of the 
vilification of the officers of my department 
arose from a matter in conne~tion with the 
aborigines of this State. 

No doubt many hon. members perused the· 
papers that were lai·d on the table of this 
Chamber recently. The aborigines are under 
the control of the Aboriginals Department, 
and they call to their ai·d certain police 
officers to watch their int'erests in the various 
parts of the State where the department" 
cannot render the personal service necessary. 
The sec1·etary of the Police Union. in the 
various articles that he wrote, made it a pp ear" 
that the police were a generous body of men, 
doing somethini; for the aborigines. The 
police are onlv doing their dutv. L as Home 
Secretarv. and the protector. of the abori­
gines, ·definitely assert that whatever protec­
tion the police giYe the white population the 
greatest protection is due to the black man, 
who is less able to defend himself ngainst 
<xploiiation. But when we find men deliber­
ately using their positions as officers of th0 
police force to <>xploit the aborigines-to rob 
them-and our attention is drawn to cases 
vd1ero the aboriginal has been robbed by his 
rrotedo1~e, \Yhat Et,re \VE' to do? \Ve a~e then 
in .Outy bound to sec that thG matter IS fullv 
inYcsti'gated. Ko Royal Cornn1ission is neces~ 
oBl'Y. 1 subscribe to the sont.imcnts of the 
L,•ader of the Opposition that 98 per cent. of 
I he police 1ire sound; but certain ind!viduals 
mav take advantage of the opportumty that 
their position gives them; a~1d,. w~c~ the 
Home Oflicc attempts to deal with mdivJduah 
of that description. instead of being viliflcd 
bY the sc~rei'a rv of the Police "I Inion, it should 
be applauded· by the police generally for 
emlcayouring to lift the standard of the force 
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to the pos1t10n we all hope w see it attain. 
This individual would he of no significance 
were it not for the fact that he stands before 
the public of this State clothed \vith the 
authority of secretary of the Police Union, 
and were it not £or the fact that that position 
gives a c0rtain an1ount of siandjng to the 
assertions he makes. I have made the state­
ment here that I regard this man as a liar. 
I say it deliberately and coldly. From my 
association \vith him, I say t'o the police of 
this State that I, as head of the Home 
Department, publicly proclaim that their 
secretary is a man whose word I would not 
take. \\-hen Mr. Talty on one occasion 
started the Talty cancer campaign fund and 
obtained £800 from the police, and the Com­
missioner of Police told me, I said that I 
would not believe one word that man would 
say. I am supported in that opinion by the 
opinion of his own officers long before I ever 
became Home Secretary. An officer whom 
many ho11. tnetubers ri1ay kuow-Inspector 
Swootman-wrote to the department after a 
departmetJtal inquiry had been held, and used 
these words-

" Notwithstanding that thio constable 
tries to make out that he is the emblem 
of purity and perfection, in my opinion 
he is the most dangerous class of man 
who has ever served under me. I have 
never heard a member of a police force 
swear such brazen lie• as he did at the 
recent investigation of charges preferred 
against him and me. I cannot trust this 
constable in mv office. Afier what has 
recentlv transpi"red it is absolutely neces­
sarv that he shoul-d be removed from this 
office at once, or that I ohould be trans­
ferred to another district." 

Mr. CARTER: To whom was he referring? 
The HOME SECRETARY: To Talty. 
:Mr. KING : Whose report is that? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Inspector 
Sweetman's, who then was stationed at 
Rockhampton. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: What is the date? 

The HOME SECRETARY: 21st June, 
1916. I am wrry to have to take up this 
attitude. I do it because a certain amount 
of publicity has been given, which has, 
unfortunately, reflected upon certain mem· 
hers of the police force. I was not respon 
siblc for that publicity. Th0 inquiries which 
were held into the ca,es of exploitation of 
aborigines were not initiated in my office. 
Thev were initiated as a result of informa­
tion' that came to the office from disinterested 
people. from inspectors of police and 
officer' of the• Auditor~General. I "·ould 
have failed in my duty had I done other 
than take up the stand that the fullest, 
possible inquiry should be made into the 
charges lcYelled. Ccrt•1in papers were asked 
for in this Chamber, and ihe secretary of 
the Police Union went to the extent of 
saying ihat he and his union had been sub­
jected to a pin-pricking policy by the 
Home Department, and asseriod that the 
man who hac! boon found not guilty had 
conf<'ssecl to a minor offence. The minor 
offence was that an offic·or of the police 
force--" ho I think should be out of the 
police forcr- to·da~·, but through the genero­
sity of the Commissioner is still holding rank 
in that force--was in the hahit of purchas­
ing for a song the effects of deceased intestate 
estates from the local clerk of petty sessions 
-effects that could not be sold_:and then, 

a'·' protector of aborigines, sdling them to the 
aboriginc·s under his protection. 

Hon. W. H. BAR)!ES: What about the clerk 
of peity sessions? 

The HOME RECRETARY: The local clerk 
of petty sessions only did his duty in dis­
posing of them. In the case I refer to he 
sold a saddle for £10, and, when the case 
came under the notice of the Home Office, 
it "-as submitted to i.he police for investiga 
tion. Inspector Fan·ell, who is now in 
Brisbane, maclo an investigation. The officer 
!old him that he had oold the aboriginal a 
new saddle-not an old one. There was no­
proof to help the inspector. Fortunately, a 
squatter, in whose employ the aboriginaf 
was, cctme into ihe town the next day, the· 
boy, with the saddle, heing with him. The 
<'onstabl<' siated that the sa.ddle was bought 
from a firm in Brisbane. The inspector· 
recognised that the saddle had been made 
in Charleville. and the officer, whom Mr. 
Talty states I persecuted, freely confessed· 
to a minOl' offence. \Vhwt happened was· 
!his: When the inspector knew the whole 
fads of the casE>, the officer said, " I will 
tell yon the truth about the saddle; the 
saddle I sold to Lawn Hills is the saddle I 
bought from the clerk of petty sessions. 
I realise now that I did wrong." 

Mr. 1-IA~LON: A modern George Wash­
ington! 

The HOME SECRETARY: That officer· 
is still in the police force. The punishment 
of the Commissioner was a reprimand. I 
had been assailed by the secretary of the· 
union and by his journal for doing some­
thing which I will continue to do while I 
occupy the high position I do to-day. 

HONOFRABLE MDIBERS: Hear, hear! 

Th0 HOME SECRETARY: I merely say 
that I have held up to the present that this· 
irresponsiblC' individual does not represent 
the true opinion of the police'lforce of this 
;'ltatc. I say publicly to-night that I expect 
the police to show me in some public way 
that he is not a reflex of the general opinion· 
of the police. 

:\1r. \VEIR: Don't vou think the retention• 
of that man in ihe ·force is a reflection on, 
the police force? 

Item (Relief of Aboriginals) agreed to. 

CHARITABLE INSTITcTIOl>' A~D GRio,NTS. 

The HOME SECRETARY (l-Ion. J. Siop· 
furd, Jlount ]furga.n): I lH•g to move-

" That £106.010 . he gra~ted , f,9r 
' Chal'ltable lnsututwns and Urants. 

Mr. ROBER'I'S (}}ast 'f·oowoom b,z): I want 
tc. take the opportunity of dealing with the 
r'ccessity for providing he1tting facilitie.< at 
the Willowburu Home for Epileptics. Mv 
previous representations to th0 Home Secre­
tary haYe been unsuccessful. I cannot quite 
nndc•r<tand the decision of the hon. gentle­
tnan. be':'au:-e anYone who know~ ~the location 
of this home ',c·iil understand ihat in winter 
time th0 cold from the swamp is a hardship 
which shonld be rdieYed in soma way Ol' 

othPr. \V hen the home was lou ilt provision 
1Yas n1ade for a hot-water apparatus; but 
for some reason or other it has neYer been 
connected. The last reJ>lv I had from the 
rkpartment sugg.e,tcd that the installation 
of wireless equipment wol!ld he much morr· 
useful to the patients than th~ provision of 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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heating facilities; but experienced pen,ons 
'' ho are acquainted with the condition of the 
ono hundred odd patients who are at present 
accommodated there lead me to believe that, 
for epileptics particularly, heating facilities 
such as would Le fomod in the ordinary 
household are a11 absolutely nece,sity. I 
urge the ).finister to give the n1atter earnest 
consideration. 

Item !Charitable Institutions and Grnnts) 
agreed to. 

HEALTH. 

'l'he ATTORXEY-GENEHAL (Hon. J. 
::.\1ulla!., Flinders): I beg to move-

,, Th,,t "£26,483 Lr• grantee! for 
' Health.' " 

[8 p.m.J 
Mr. MOOHE (.-lu!Jigny): A very important 

ouestion has ariseE on this matter of health 
iit regard to a disca.so which periodicall~, 
breab out and which is called " mouse 
fever." It wa, first made a notifiable disease, 
but laf3t vPar it wafl tnad~J an infectiou~ 
disease. ·Being nn infectious disease, it 
entails considerable responsibilities, as 
it. means that local authorities in whose 
area " n1ousc {('Y<.'r" oc.:r·urs ha Ye to pay for 
the eo t of treatrneHt. All expert opinion 
is that "rnouse fever," or "Brill's disease," 
is not an infectious disease. Y on cannot 
catch it from a hmnan beinQ'. but you can 
cateh it from mice. -

Mr. HAKLOK: Catch the mire! 

Yir. MOOHE: J\Tico come in wayes in 
certain seasons. There is uo chanC'e of dealing 
with tllf'ln at such tirnL ~. as thcv corne in 
millions. · 

Mr. Lr.EWELY:;: 'I'herc is really nothing 
definitely kno»n on the matter. 

11r. ]/IOORE: There ij not Yerv 111UCh 

information about it. I lan-e looke'cl it up 
i'1 a medical dictionary, aJJd I had a goou 
deal of irouble in finding· the uame, but Dr. 
Horn, in the employ of the Commonwealth 
in South Australia, in 1923 made investiga­
tions into it, and in the "Australian Medical 
,Journal " of 15th August, 1927, he had a loug 
articlP on endemic typhus. This disease is 
m the same species as tvphus, but all the 
investigationf' rnade during the past four 
years show pretty definitely that it is not 
an infect.ious disease in the ordinary accept­
ance of the term. To show that what I am 
saying is correct. I wish to quote certain 
resolutions passed by the Federal Health 

·Council of Austrn lia held in Melbourne in 
January, lfl27. ::\'o. 5 resolution reads-

" Notification oi Brill's Disease.-That 
typhus fever for purposes of the Inter­
national Sanitary Conn·ntion 1926 shall 
he regarded as the classical form of 
typlms fever. Cases of Brill's diseaso 
will not be notified under the Inter­
national Convention, but information 
received from State Health Departments 
of cases notified under the Health Act 
of the State will be included under the 
Wf'ekll- statement forwarded to the 
Leagtie of .'\'at ions and other Inter­
national Intelligence Bureaux." 

'You >vill see from that that 'it is onlv a 
question of notification: it is not a question 
of bci'lg infectious at all. When it was first 
founl in Qupcnsland it was a notifiable 
disease. In Hcsolution 21 pasced by the 
Federal Council of Australia this di"ease 

[J1r. Roberts. 

"as again the subject of a resolution, which 
leads-

" Typhus-like _Diseases.-This council 
requests the Commomyealth Department 
of Health to im·estigate the form of 
typhus-like disease cccurring in Aus­
tra1ia." 

Before any inYC'ltigation had taken plac~. 
and before the resolutions passed at th1s 
confC'rence had time to bf'con1e operative, 
the then Commissioner of Public Health in 
Que0uslanJ, apparetd-ly on his own init~ativc. 
had this disease gazclterl an infectious d1sease. 
Uazetting it as an ir,fcctious disease er~t~1ls 
verv larcre liabilitiPs on local authol'lttes, 
and I n~aY sav that the shire conncil of 
v:hich I ani a r;;_crnhPr wjthin the last tYrO or 
three rnontT1s has h0en charg0d very heavy 
l·Jlls on nrcount of this discas0. I v1.:as at a 
~1ceting- laet Tue~rlay wheh the question_ of 
this disease cropped up. It is not part:cu­
larl.v dangcrow·-:., but, as Dr. :Horn points 
out, it is more a plac,, disease. It breaks out 
,,t particular periods chiefly in places where 
there are wheat etacks and nuce. 1t seems 
that the dust fro!TI the mice and weevils ia 
it,halcd, anrl that causes this mouse fever. 

Since this disea.se first broke out it_ has 
been more or less intermittent. Somet.1mes 
it bre.1ks out in waYes and there is no 
possibiiity of a local a,;thority being able 
to combat it. Local authorities should not be 
held responsible for a. disease of this kind. 
It gf'nerally comes from a wave of mice. 
IL does not seem to be definitely known 
how the mice convey it; but it is thought 
that it comes from the dust in produ?e 
etores. It has come from produce stores m 
Svdncv. It mav come from a £arm or store 
w'hcre • wheat i~ stocked. It entails great 
obligations, and there is no knowing to what 
extent local authorities may have to bear 
the obligation. Heavy outlays hav_e to _be 
made by local authorities in connectwn :w1th 
disc•ascs which are cledared to be infectwus. 
It. is not that patients suffering from th_is 
disr'"c are put into infectious wards m 
hospitals, because they are treated an~wh~re 
outside. There is apparently no obhgatwn 
on the part of the medical officer to send 
anv case of Brill's disease into infectious 
dis'eases hospitals, for which the local authori­
ties arc responsible. 

Mr. Bow: Arc the local authorities 
charged for this? 

Mr. MOOR!.;: Yes. These patients have 
not gone into infectious diseases hospitals. 
It is not an infectious disease. I rang up the 
health officer of the shire, and asked him if 
there was any danger from it, and if it was 
necessary for fumigation to_ ~ake place, a!'d 
he said there was not the sllghtest necessity 
for that. 

The ·HmrE SECRETARY: Will it meet the 
casl' )£ it is made a notifiable disease? 

Mr. ::YIOORE: ::\lost decidedly-I haYe no 
objection to that. It is a disease which lasts 
a ·fortnight. 

Mr. LLEWELYX: They are not fit to go 
back to their work for a. longer period. 

::\1r. l\IOORE: Thev are in the hospital 
for a fortnight. When an epidemic like 
this breaks out. and a cost of 10s. 6d. a day 
is incurred for a patient, it is a very serious 
problem for :ocal authorities. I obj_ected 
to paying anything until I got further mfor­
matioCI on the question. The Health Office 
told me that it was a notifiable disease. I 
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went this morning to. the Home Office, and 
the Assistant Under Secretary turned u,p the 
"Gazette " notices, when we found that the 
Commissioner of Pubiic Health had it 
ga7-ett.ed as infectious. That places local 
authorities in a very invidious position, when 
vou find the Federal Council of Health have 
iwt sufficient information themselves to 
ckdare it an infectious disease and ask for 
an inYe,tigation; when you find a long 
article of ten pages in the Auskalian 
"Medical Journal" by Dr. Horn, in which 
it is stated that it is not an infectious disease 
-that he has inYestigated a number of cases 
for years, and has looked up the " Health 
J ourna!s " as far back as 1923 and finds 
nothing to show that it should be treated 
as an infectious disease and nothing to 
warrant the step taken by the Commissioner 
of l'ubiic Health, 

Mr. LLEWELYN: Did he not assume that 
1 r. v-as infectious? 

Mr. ;\fOORE : I do not know that it is 
right for the Commissioner of Public Health 
in Queen~land to make that assumption with­
·~mt any. JUStifiable grounds, when it is going 
to ent:,u~ such brgo obligations on the local 

. authont1es. It Is _not merely a question of 
callmg It an m,fectwus disease and notifying 
It; but. It IS gOipii to e?tail heavy obligations 
on local authontics. When the Commissioner 
dehberat.ely, on his own initiatiYe, and with. 
aut any backmg up by the Commonwealth 
health offi.cials or any o~her o_fficial, suddenly 
declares 1t to be an mfectwus disease it 
phtces an ?b.lig,ation on local authorities that 
m1ght be Il!Imitable. It is not a thing that 
breaks out m ones and twos-the hon. mem­
ber fo.r Toowoomba has had experience of 
't. \\ here there may bo 500 or 600 cases 
'':' an area an.d it is declared an infectious 

·disease,. rendenr.g it necessary to comply with 
the Ac~, and to sen4 patients into an infec. 
tJous mseases hospital, a local authority 
would not be, able to carry on under the 
expense entailed. They have not the 
accommodation or anything elsE'. 

Taking into _consideration the resolutions 
of _the Australian Health Council and the 
artwle by Dr. ~Iorn, who has apparentlv 
ma·<;Je a sound. mvestigation. I trust that 
_unt.d ,expert e_v!den~e has proved that it is 
'.?fectwus nothmg wdl be done except to make 
'" merely a notifiable disease. All the evi. 
.~enco up to t~e. present goes to show that it 
h not transmissJble except through wheat or 
;Just, and that cannot be guarded against by 
10cal authonties. 

Item (Health) agreed to. 

HOSPITALS. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford, Jiount ill organ): I beg to move-

," That £193,620 be granted for 'Hos­
pitals.'" 

Mr. MORGAN (Jiurilla).: I have gone to 
ihe trouble w obtain figures from the Home 
Department because I consi-der that the 
pre~ent system of distributing the " Golden 
<_;:asket:" funds amo,ngst the hospitals of this 
::State, IS most unsatJsfactory and unfair, and 
not m accordance with the desires of the 
people who eontnbute to those funds. During 
the financial year 1927-28 no less than 
£62,850 was distributed from the " Golden 
Casket" funds amongst hospit'als of the State 
Of that sum sixteen hospital boards-or 100 
per cent. of those in operation-received 
otd,-ances totalling £48,900, or practically the 

whole of the amount distributed, sin<;e only 
£13,950 went to all the ot'her hospitals in 
Queensland. That proves that the hospital 
boards received preferential treatment, which, 
in my opinion, cannot be justified by the 
depanment and those responsible for the dis­
tribution of the money. The funds are raised 
throughout the length and breadth of Queens­
kmd and by contributions by people from 
other States; and, when this money is being 
allocated, eyery ho.~pital has a right to par­
ticipate. It should not be distributed in the 
manner I have indicated. 

The Hospitals Act gave birth to a pet 
scheme of the Government:, .'lnd I am afraid 
that this fund is so distributed as to 
cncotirage hospitals to come under the opera­
tion of that legislation. Of the sum of 
JJ62,850 ·distributed throughout Queensland 
last year, £20,000 went: to the Brisbane 
hospital alone, and that action cannot be 
jmtificd. 

Mr. HA:\LON: Onc-thiril of the population 
of Queensland will be found in Brisbane. 

Mr. NI ORGAN: This money is not con­
tributed solely by the people of Brisbane. 

Mr. liA>;LON: The,- must contribute about 
one-third. ~ 

:\Ir. :MORGA;\;: This is only in respect of 
one hospital board, and there are other hos­
pitals that received a large amount. The 
Matet· :Misericordiro Hospital received 
£3,000 from the "Golden Casket" funds. 

The HoME SECRETARY: That was a. special 
grant. 

l'.Ir. :\>I ORGAN: It practically m~>ans that 
1 he Briobane hoepitals received one-half of 
the monev distributed from the "Golden 
Cacket'" funds. 

Mr. liANLON: I thought you said one-third. 

;\lr. :MORGAN: The Brisbane hospital 
alone received one-third. There are other 
hospitals situated within the Brisbane area 
that receivt:'d large grants from this source, 
whilst manv countrv hospitals did not receive 
ono penny." In 192.8, out of the total distri­
bution of " Golden Casket " funds, sixteen 
hospital boards received £43,900, and fifty­
five hospitals received nothing whatever from 
the fund. 

:.Vlr. COLLINS: Why? 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not kno\v why. I 
want the Home Secretary to tell me why. I 
shall give the hon. member one reason 
advanced by the Home Secretary why certam 
hospitals are not entitled to any benefit from 
this fund. Apart from hospitals controlled 
by boards, 33 or 36 per cent. of tho hospitals 
not controlled by boards received assistance 
from this fund. 

Mr. HANLON: You know that baby clinics 
'·'ere built all over the country from this 
fund. 

;\lr, MORGAN: I am not dealing with 
money allocated for baby clinics. I am deal­
ing with the £62,850 distributed last year 
fiom the "Golden Casket" funds. I am 
pointing out how the hospitals of Queensland 
have been treated in this connection. The 
Home Secretary states t·hat certain hospitals 
are not entitled to any grant from the fund 
because they are situated in areas where the 
people are charitably disposed and raise 
suf!icieut money to finance the hospitals. 

If a hospital gets into debt and cannot 
meet its obligations, the Home Secretary 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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thinks that is sufficient justification for it to 
pa-rticipate in the grant from the " Golden 
Casket" funds. 

Ta!<~ my own particular district, and the 
condrbons of the hospitals there are applic­
able to many other districts. We have good 
seasons, when we can raise money without 
great di.fficulty by holding various s-atherings 
wherewrth to support our hosprtal. We 
mrght rarse a fund by this means amounting 
to £1,000 or £2,000. In good seasons when 
the people in the country have the money 
I do not think you will find a more chari­
tably disposed class of people anywhe•re. 
They contribute because they desire to see 
their hospital in a prosperous condition.' 
We accumulate a fund in a rrood season 
and in the very year that w/: raise mar~ 
mo;wy than is required to provide for the 
rnamtenance and upkeep of the hospital the 
H.ome Secretary lays it down that that in­
strtutron cannot participate in grants from 
the " Golden Casket." The people in the 
country ·realise that, if they do not, as it 
were, put away a nest egg in good times to 
carry them over a period of drought, when 
a drought does come along, they will be 
unable to carry on. It is in bad seasons 
that these hospitals find themselves in debt. 
Any credit balance that has been created in 
a good season is absorbed in a bad season. 
We create a credit balance because we do 
not wish to run to the Government for 
assistance. One of the reasons why the 
Government have decicled that under those 
circumstances we cannot participate in the 
".C:l;olden Casket" funds is because they 
desrre the whole of the hospitals in Queens­
land to be placed under the Hospitals 
Act of 1923. That is their policv. This Act 
has been in force since 1923, but" only sixteen 
boards have been created as a result. The 
financial position of those hospitals forced • 
them to petition the Government to form 
hospital boards to enable them to take 
advantage of the provisions of the Act. 
If they were like many country hospitals, they 
would not be placed in that position. Owing 
to the fact that the hospitals in those 
localities have got into such a financial 
position that they cannot carry on the 
Government said to them, " Form a ~ard ! 
C'?me under the Hospital Act of 1923, we 
will grve you a big subsidy from the 
' Golden Casket' funds and help you in 
other directions." I de~ire to quote a num­
ber of these hospitals to show how they have 
been treated:-

Hospitals not assisted-Aramac, Auga­
thella, Ayr. Baralaba, Beaudesert, 
Blackall, Birdsville, Blair Athol 
Boonah, Boulia, Camooweal. Charles~ 
ton (Forsayth), Chinchilla, Clermont, 
Croydon, Dir'ranbandi Esk George­
town, Home Hill, Hughend~n. Ingle­
wood, Innisfail, Irvinebank Isisford 
,Tundah, KingaroY, Laidl~y, Long~ 
reach, Jl.farGoba, Mitchell, Monto, 
Mount Mulligan, Mungindi, Mutta­
b!Hra, Nanango, Normanton, Quil­
ple, Sprmgsure, Stanthorpe, St. 
George, Surat, rraroom. Texas) 
Thargomindah, and Wondai. 

Hospitals assist<ed-Bcerbul'!'um (£300) 
and Cunnamulla (£200), and thirty­
two others. 

Mr. l-IARTLEY: \Yhcrc did you get those 
figures from? 

~fr. :i\IORGAK. 'I hose figures were sup­
plred to me by the Home Secretary's Dep.a.rt-

[ll1r. Morgan. 

ment, and I am prepared t<J table them. 
Although the Mount Morgan hospital doe& 
not come under the Hospitals Act. ;it was· 
granted £2,600 in 1926-27 and £1,500 in 
1327-28 from the " Golden Casket" fund. 
This year there is a proposed grant of 
£1,500. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Mount M01·gan has a fairly 
big population, and there is very little work 
going on. 

Mr. M ORGAN: It goes to show that the 
people of thosG districts have not been as 
charitably inclined as the people in the 
districts whose names I have quoted ; and, as 
a result, the Government have assisted only 
those hospitals that have not been able to­
finance themselves. The Government do not 
encourage the districts that are charitable. 
No appreciation is shown of the efforts of 
country people who take a keen interest in 
the hospitals, and who deprive themselves of 
manv things in. order to finance these insti­
tutions. 

The PRE~!IER : I was in one of those 
hospitals during the Mitchell by-election and 
I found it had a full staff but no patients. 
I think it was the Muttaburra hospital. It 
had had no patients for six weeks. What 
does a hospital lik·~ that want " Golden 
Uasket " funds for? 

Mr. MORGAN: In the year 1926-27 the 
:VIuttaburra hospital received £250 from the 
" Golden Casket " funds, although last year 
it received not.hing. In any case, the posi­
tion there is not the general position by any 
means, because the country hospitals are well 
patronised, and are appreciated by those who 
use them. In a good time £1,000 more than 
the amount reCJuired may be raised in con­
nection with a hospital. That money, which 
will be available when times are not so· 
good, is temporarily banked, just as woulcl 
be done in an ordinary business. 

The PREMIER : You are trying to make a 
hospital a financial institution. 

Mr. l\10RGAN: Not at all. In certain 
districts-for example, in Brisbane, where 
the people have never contributed-a hospital 
has always been regarded as a charitable 
institution for which the rest of the State 
must pay. The Brisbane hospital, as I 
pointed out earlier, got £20,000 out of the 
£62,850 available. It is never looked after 
by the people in the same way as country 
people look aftPr their hospitals. 

Mr. NlAXWELL: That is not true. 

Mr. l\10RGAN: I take the responsibility 
nf saying that the people in the country look 
after those who are sick; they do not want 
the Brisbane people to carry the burden. Yet 
the 'ery rr1oment we accumulate some money 
we are penalised, although country people 

contribute to the funds raised by the " Golden 
Casket." 

The PR!:liiiER: You have a big credit 
balance. \Vhat do you want money for? 

Mr. MORGAN: If we are entitled to 
£300, w0 should receive it, irrespective of 
whether our fmancial position is sound or 
otherwise. 'fhe hon. gc·ntlcman talk-; about 
thrih. and advises people not to spend every 
penny they g-et. If that is a good policv for 

the inrlivi~urrl. it is a good r;olicy 
[8.30 p.m.l for hosprtals, and should be 

enrom·agcd. Instead of that. we' 
are told that, if we raist' more money than 
is neces,ary during one year to fmarice the· 



Supply ( 11 OCTOBER.] Supply. 1291 

bmpitals. we shall lose the •' Goldt'n Casl;ct" 
rnoney. That being- so, we go amongst our 
peoplo n.nO say, "\\'"o n1ust not raise n1oro 
n1oney i:han is necessary. ¥le want to raise 
£300 k~s than tho adunl amount we require, 
because, if at the end of the year we show 
' e are £300 in debt, the Go,·crnmcnt will 
g'ive us £300 from the · Golden Casket' ! " 
Does that not encourcge trickery and deceit·: 

The PRE:VllER: ;\io hospital committee 
would dPlihcratelv 'vaste n1onev in vrcler io 
get '• Golclen CaskPt " money. • 

Mr. MOHGA::\: No, but the hospital com­
mittee, instead of collecting the £1,000 neces­
sary, wo<lld coiled £700 from the people and 
get £300 from the "Golden Casket.'' That 
is 1.vhat the GovPIHn1ent arc encouraging the 
people to do. 

The PRE>riER : They collect it ou horse 
rares. 

Ylr. MORGA:'\: It do0s not matter how 
the.v coliN:t it. Horee racing is carried on 
in Brisbane, and the hon. gentleman goes 
to the races and enjoys himself. and he 'has 
no right tn deprive the country people of 
the pleasure of hors2 raC>ing. If thev like 
to haYc a race meeting and donate the pro­
ceeds to the hospital, it is hetter than allow­
ing the proceeds to go to .John ·wren, which 
B the casf:~ at pre~()nt :;:.o far as Brisbane 
raciug ;, concPrned. £50,000 o·oes out of 
rhis Stah' everv .-ear to Svdn.;'v and Mel­
bom·ne, and the GoYernmcnt cm;done it. 

The PRE1JIER: Do voa sav ihat the Bris­
baue people should not ha\·e· race meetings'? 

Mr. l\IORGAN: I do not sav that at alL 
'l'he hon. gentleman cannot pti:t words into 
my mouih. ·what I wnnt the Govccrnment. 
tt) recog·nise is that every hospital in ihis 
State is entitled to a portion of the " Golden 
Casket " money: and every hospital should 
get its kgitimate rroportion whether thP 
local people raise sufficient moncv one vear 
tc- finance the hospital or not. T.he Gm:ern­
ment have no J"ight to use the ·'Golden 
Casket " mone:v~ ns it is being used at thP 
present rime. I undErstand that a board of 
three has been appointed to allocate this 
money. They make a recommendation to 
the Home Secretary for his approya]. and 
the Home Sccretarv has laid it down. as lw 
has stated in this Chamber again ,,nd again. 
ihat. if the people are charitable and ·look 
after thc·ir hoopitals, they will get no money 
from th(_~ "(ioldcn C11.sk(~t." I arrt opposed 
to that. and I wili fight it through thick ami 
thin. The pPople in the countrv are just 
as t)ntitl0d -to their propottion of this rno.nev 
a> the Brisbane h<:"pi+al. which g·ets £20.000 
'l year. 

The TTOYIE SECRET.\HY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford. Jfo11nt Jfor(J•In): Before thP debate 
pro:·ec>ds too far I would like thP CommitteP 
to understand that tlw "Golden Casket" 
hranch v, as initiat1•d and i." nutintaincd for 
the definltP purpo~P of a~sisting- 1:o~pi1 ,t\:-; 
thnt" an• in ne('d of fund~. A:-: the Prmnier 
intE'rjrct<'d, no '"anB GoY('rnnlcnt Vi'Oulcl ngTf'<' 
to an:v l1o.-:nital honrfling un hngc ~nn1~ of 
monev which is lent out at 7 or 8 per cent. 
while the: f'"Pt 3 per cent. 

J\fr. "'>lonG.\;.;: That is rwuscn''. 

The HOME SECH.ETARY: It is nor non­
RP~1"0. The mone~v i~ lPnt out hv rhc bank~. 
Hoc.pih:d con1mitt0('~ to-day arP 'ablP to e~li­
m!l.t(' th0ir revenue and cxponditurC' for tlw 
.vea 1', and \Ye rcf'eive fro1n cYery hospital 

in the Stalt' an e'timate of expenditure an<l 
incomP. Take tlw <'ase of l\Iount :Niorga11, 
lo which a vrant of £1.500 is being made. 
For vears the r,cople of l\1ount Mmgan 
generously maintained their hospital and 
Lluilt up a, lnagnificent ln<O:titution. rro-day 
the town has gone down, but the needs of 
the hospital ha,·o not diminished, a .. th<ere 
is a bi" development in the country adje.cent 
to Ylouni" Morgan. Settlers who ha 1 a no 
capital to speak of go there, and they make 
claims on the Moum ::\1organ hospital that 
have to be met. 

The " Golden Casket " comes in handv 
to ke<'p that institution open-not so much 
for th'c town as for the Dawson Valley 
and the new settlement which has taken 
place on the railway lines in the Northern 
Burnett. 

The hon. member points to the fact that 
a grant of £20,000 is made to the Brisbane 
General Hospital. Brisbane contains practi­
cally one-third of the population of this 
State, and it serves a great purpose. There 
i, hardly an hon. member in this Chamber 
,-ho do(;s not at some time or another come 
to me und ask for a pa" to bring from a 
country district some man who cannot get 
the treatment in his district, as he requires 
special attention. He comes to Brisbane to 
enter the General Hospital. 

Mr. MORGAN interjected. 

Th<> HOME SECRETARY: I can assure 
thP hon. member that there arc very few 
hospibls in Queensland where a person can 
undergo an operation for removal of cataract. 
The numb<>r of p<>ople who haYe been coming 
to the Brisbane General Hospital for that 
operation was so great that, as Home Secre­
tary, I had to arrange with the Hospitals 
Board to allow me to erect a dark room 
there. so as to allow of patients from 
Dunwich being attended to at once instead 
of waiting about for months. 

The grant to the Brisbane General 
Hospital is based largely on the fact that 
its operations are State-wide. I do not want 
to see the hospital in Brisbane take up the 
stand of demanding payment from the local 
a•Jthorities in the country for every patient 
who comes to Brisbane for treatment. 

·we giYe the h03pital at Goondiwindi a 
grant nf £1,000 iL year. The reason for that 
grant i:; heeause the hospital had a claim 
"·ith regard to residents of New South 
\Vales coming to the hospital, whose Govern­
ment will not subscribe towards that 
ho~pital. 

Mr. MORGAX: They have contributed every 
YPar Donntions haYC' eorue from ~e'v South 
\Val~s tn ihe Goondiwindi Hospital cyery 
. -ear. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That was not 
1 be information placed before me when I 
was at Goondivvindi. 

Mr. J\10RG,\X: You gin' the ::\1iks Hospital 
nothing. 

Th" HO:VJE SECRETARY: The grant is 
based on the financial position of a hospital 
-thi year the grant probable- was not 
made for that hospitaL \Yhen hospitals are 
finnneial1y ( 111ba n n.~~er1, ''iC clra\v from the 
" Golden Casket " funds to hdp them. After 
a drought breaks and tlw depression dis­
appear~. the g·cncro:-ity of the people 1nani~ 
fests itself: and, if evidenct' submitted to 
me sliows that there is no difficnltv in finan­
cing the h•.1spital in that are.t, \ve give it 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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110 grant. I endeavour to allocate the grant 
independent of what locality it may be, 
purely on the estimate given to us at the 
Home Office. Hon. members know that very 
often in the original grant a hospital is 
omitted. Its estimate of income for some 
reason or other has not been fulfilled through 

:some depression. On application to the Home 
Office a grant is made to them for the 
last part of the year. 'The fact that it did 
not get a gmnt for the first part of the year· 
is no r•vidence that, if the financial position 
indicate.:; a change, it cannot claim and 
'Obtain a grant from the '· Golden Casket." 
I havo endeavoured to be as fair as I can 
on the evidence. not collected b;,· my officers 
but submitted to t.he office by the hospitals 
thomsol \'i•s. As I said before. if unforeseen 
f'ircun-;:-;tance;o; arise and a grant is necessary, 
hon. nwmbers will admit that I have never 
refused to meet a case of that kind. 

Mr. 110HG"'I.X (Jiuriila): 1Ir. Pollock-­

'l'hc CHAIR MA:!'\: Oder! The hon. 
member has "''hausted the time allo>ved him 
undPr the Standing Orders. 

Mr. KELSO (.Tunrlah): Diamantina 
1-lo . .,pitE~l is a 1uo:-t important one, but no 
)arge :novisio~ is rnade for any extension 
of its opern.tions. There is a long \vaiting­
list, and the officials of the Home Depart­
ment and the matron are onlY too a!H ious 
to do their best to take all the cases thev 
can, but there is in'3qfilcicnt accommodatior~. 
The consequence is that would-be vatient.s 
have to stay at the General Hospital, where 
the authorities arc onlv too anxious that 
wrne p1·oyision should 'be made for them 
outside that hospital, so that the latter may 
better discharge the functions for which it 
was in>titutcd Everybody deplor!'s the 
necessity for lhe Diamantina Hospital; but 
people who enter it hanl reallv no chance of 
getting bl ttel'. and it is a qllestion ot 
paticnt1y treating thent ~d1ile they rcrr1:t,1n 
ali,Te, as thcv 1nav do for manv vears Thev 
are certaini.- not cases f01·' the General 
Hospital. I have been in touch with the 
department for some time to see if some 
accommodation could not be proYided for 
certain per-ons; but the officials regret that 
it is ahoolutely impossible to squeeze any 
monJ in. I would like the Minister to tell 
the Comn,ittec• what the intentions of the 
Governm0ut arc, for something must be done 
quickly, or there will be a larger and larger 
accumulation of cases at the General Hospi­
tal. with the consequent in(·onvenience to 
the ordinary patients there. 

Mr. \Vc\RREX (J[urrum ba): I want to 
put in a rka fo,· the Beerburrum hospital. 
I admit that ho>'pitals have been treated 
generously. bnt Bccrburrum is in a diffprent 
position from any other hospital in the 
Sta.t<' .. It i'. in the centre of poor country 
whtch ts payJIJ~ no rates. and practically all 
the farms han' gone back to nature and are 
now growing timber. The people there have 
a very difficult proposition ahead of them, 
and l would a';k the l\iinister to increase the 
contribution of £300 and help them a little 
1norc than he has done. If the Beerburrum 
hospital wPre in a richer district, I would 
not have the effronterv to a,sk for more. 
There is the :\' ambour hospital coming into 
exi,tenc<', and anoth0r at Maleny, and they 
should. and I believe they will, be able to 
look. aH('r thetm<:'lV('S. So far the Maleny 
hospttal ha' clone wonderfully well. 

[Hon. J. 8topfonl. 

'The Beerburrum hospital has been respon­
sible for saving a great number of lives; and, 
if only one life is saved annually, the expen. 
diture on the institution is justified. At the 
presf'nt time the department pays a great 
deal more attention to the matrer of giving 
advice regarding the location of a new 
hospital than was the case in the past. The 
Beerburrum hospital has very little hope of 
raising sufficient> rnoney in that centre, and a 
big burden is imposed upon the people. I 
hope the ::\Iiniot 0 r will giYe the matter favour­
able consicleratiorL 

l\Ir. FOLEY (Leirhhardt): "While the 
present policy of the GoYernment has certain 
features to commend it, there are certain 
cli,tricrs on which it operates somewhat 
harshly by compelling a hardworking hospital 
committee in a small community to bleed the 
communitv drv in an effort to balance the 
accounts. , I haYc in miud the Blair Athol 
hospital. Permission was grantNl to erect a 
hospital at Blair Athol, 11 miles from Clcr­
mont, where a hospital existed. The plea for 
th0 hospital was based on the fact of poor 
traYelling facilities between Clermont and 
Blair Alhol militating against the speedy 
conYcyancc of an injured miner to the hos­
pital. and on the fa< r that the mine was 
doing a yery brisk trade and the men work­
ing full time. =" ot only did the miners levy 
themsc!Ycs 2d. in the £1 for contributions to 
the Clermont hospital. bnt they levied an 
additional 2cl. in the £1 for a building fund 
to enable them to erect their own hospital. 
'The hospital was erected and was operating 
~uccessfully "\Vhen the nwn were \Vorking full 
time and earning good mo!H'Y; but bad times 
oyertook the place, trade fell off, and the 
1niners '"ere working onl:v one day a 'veek 
for long periods. 'The hospital committee 
was faced with a diminished income, and was 
compelled continually to bleed the community 
bv little entertainmf'nts to raise sufficient 
,,;onev to balance the accounts. 'The Emerald 
hospital is in a comparatively rich district, 
backe,d by a pastoral area; but. when unable 
to meet its commitments. it received £200 or 
£300 from the "Golden Casket" fund. The 
Blair Athol hospital. serving a small com­
munity. is practically forced to work the 
hospital committee to death to raise the 
wherewithal to continue, but it is left without 
a "bob.'' Although the polir:y of the Govern­
ment has many good point·,; to commend it, 
it has a very discouraging effect on the 
hospii a! committees in small communities in 
carrying out their w·ork. 

The same remarks apply to Sapphiretown, 
''here the first-aid hoepital receives a grant 
of only £50 per annum. 

'Then• is a first-ai-el hospital in that com­
JEunity, and, when the market for sapphires 
is good, they ha ,-e no difficulty in raising the 
'"herewithal to carry on; but. as hon. mem­
bers know, they have been starved for the 
last two vears. 'There is an indication in the 
relief hai1ded out in that district of a good 
cleal of poverty c'<:isting there in the last two 
vears owing to the unfavourable market for 
Sapphire&. Yet WC find the same paltry SUm 
that wa& given in good times still being con­
tributed to tba t hospital. The committee is 
consequently forced continually to bleed the 
community to raise funds to carry on. It 
would be well for the Home Secretary to 
lake notice of some of the points raised and 
try to give better treatment to those small, 
impoverished districts which are suffering 
from hard times. I am not complaining 
about the general policy of the scheme. It is 
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not a good policy to allow hospital commit­
tfles to establish large credit balances when 
the money should be used to carry on the 
institution; but there are special oases which 
should receive more generous treatment than 
they do at present. 

At 8.52 p.m., 
Mr. \YEIR (11Iallfborough), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:\'ES (Wancick): Speaking 
broadlv and on State lines generally, there is 
onlv one way to lift the distribution of these 
morleys right away out of the realm of 
fayouritism. That wav is to distribute the 
money on the basis of patients treated in the 
Yarious hospitals. 

Mr. MORGAX : Hear, hPar ! 

Mr. G. P. BARKES: I have no reason to 
complain. The Government have treated my 
district well. It was a pleasure only a few 
days ago tD have a maternity ward opened 
at Warwick. "' e received that as a result of 
the generous treatment of Warwick by the 
Government. In addition to that, we are to 
have a baby clinic. Speaking generally and 
from an individual electDr's point of view, I 
have nothing to complain of. We are not 
under the operation of the Hospitals Act, as 
the GoYcrnment desire; but, notwithstanding 
that, we have received consideration at the 
hands of the Government which I am pleased 
to recognise. The thought given expression 
to will surely commend itself to the Govern­
ment, who want to do a fair thing from 
beo-inning to end. As explained by the hon. 
m:mber for :\lurilla, the moneys which come 
from the " Golden Casket " come from all 
oYer the State and from outside the State; 
and it would be a yerv fine thing to allow the 
people from one end of the State to the other 
to participate to some exte~t m rhe dlsbm:so­
ment of the moneys so received. By so dom_g 
there would be no need for a debate of th1s 
kind. The disbursements to institutions in 
the oountrv districts would be infinitesimal 
compared ~,-ith the grants to Bi·isbane, Too­
woomba, TownsYille, and the Rockhampton 
hospitals, and at the_ same time it would 
create just the foelmg we want to see 
obsene.d throughout the State. 

:Yir. HA:::\LON (lthara): The suggestion 
made bv the hon. members for Murilla and 
\V anYicl< that the allocation of about one­
third of the " Golden Casket " funds to Bris­
bane WJIS unfair is rather surprising. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: I did not say it was 
unfair. 

Mr. IIA::'\LO::\ : The hon. member for 
Murilla \Yaxed Ycry indignant indeed at the 
idea of about one-third of the allotment 
being granted to Brisbane.. If. there i-, any 
fairne:-.s so far as populat.1on rs concerned. 
Brisbane has ono-third of the population of 
the State, and certainh. in proportion to 
the population. more, " Golden Casket" 
money is raised hrre. 

:.Vlr. MORGAX: \Yhat about a district where 
there are 5,000 people and it gets nothing 
at all? 

Mr. HAKLO::'\: We must not look on this 
quf'stion from the point of view of how much 
we can get from somebody else. The hon. 
member paints his constituents as a lot of 
"hums." whose only grievance is that there 
are a 'few "bobs" g-oing somewhere else. 
(Government laughter.) 

:Mr. MoRGA!'i: Rubbish! They meet their 
liabilities, which some of your people do not 
do. 

::\lr. HANLO~: If the people of the city 
adopted the same view as some of the 
alleged representatiYes ?f the_ farmers, ~hey 
would object to expenditure m many d~rec­
tions. Every time the hon. member for 
Murilla has spoken in this Chamber since 
I haYe been a member. he has had a whine 
about some grievance that the country people 
suffer from. 

Mr . .:.VloRGAN: They a·re entitled to-­
Mr. HAKLOK: They are entitled to 

whine-exactly. (Government laughter.) If 
they are entitled to whine, they will cer­
tainly get their due so long as Lhev have 
the hon. member in this Chamber ! If such 
hon. members would consider for one 
moment what would happen if city peupl<:> 
took the same view of their dues as the 
country people do, the country people would 
be in a sorry way. 

:\fr. CosTELLO: Would they? 

Mr. HA:::\LON: I do not intend to wander 
awav from the vote under discusswn. If 
the "city people were to suggest that expen­
diture for the education of children in the 
country should be in proportion to the popu­
lation of the State. then there would not be 
half the schools there are in the country 
to-day. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Nonsense! You don't know 
what you are talking about. The child·ren 
in the city can go to high schools. 

Mr. I-IA:::\LOX: All that is only by the 
way, and is merely to illustrate the differ­
ence in the point of view of the hon. membl'r' 
and that of any decent-minded Australian. 

The PRniiER: Four-fifths of the main road 
tax is collected in the city and the money is 
spent almost solely in the country. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is not so. 

::\Ir. HA:\'LOX: The hon. member IS 

suffering from a contradictory complex or 
some such thing. (Government laughter.) 

.:.VIr. MoRGAX: The Govf'l"nment prov-ide 
tourist roads for the cit:; people. The Pre­
mier knows that. (Interruption.) 

The TEMPORARY CIIAIR:\fA::\: Order! 
If the hon. member will address the chau, 
I will see that he is protected. 

:VIr. HAXLON: I am endcaYouring t<r 
do thaL M·r. \Veir, but I do not .think you 
<an hear rne with all the acg.IttW.'1t that i> 
going on. If city people adopted t;tc se me 
view, perhaps hon. Hlembcrs Oi).i_)uSltl' "·ou~tl 
hayc sonwthing to growl about. 

Mr. ::\IonGAN: \Ye could starve vou om 111 
six month~-. -

:\11-. HAXLO:::\: V\'o haw no objection to 
the arnount of n1oncy that is spl'nt in the 
country districts. \.V e do not objc>ct to a 
hca ry Yotc for r-ducation in country districts .. 
nor cJo WC object to a hcav) hospitaJco Vote 
for countr~: districts, if ncrcssary: and we 
ccrta inly ha YC' no complaints in the city a~ to 
tlw amount of money allocated for maternity 
ho1ne" in country districts. 

:\fr. .KIXG: You know that the money is 
r<-tised throughout the State. It is raised 
all m·er Aw<tralia. 

Mr. HAXLO:::\: But surely to 1-'0odness 
the hon. member does not expec-t that we 
should subsidit<o hospitals in Sv-dney. ::\1el­
bourne, the Pacific Islauds, or S..;uth 

Mr. Hanlon.] 
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Africa' (Laughter.) If we took the same 
>"iGw as the hon. member for :Yiurilla, we 
would object to more than two-thi'l"Cls of the 
n1onl'Y bc'ing spent on baby clinics outside 
Brisbane. Personal! v I would be ashamed 
to hold suc·h views.· The need is the onl:v 
justification for the expenditu~·e of the 

money. vVe are glad to see that 
[9 p.m.] in districts that are not so well 

provided with accommodation for 
v.omen during ronflnernent as the Brisbane 
pt.'oplo an" preferC"nce is given, and the 
Governn1enc are spending money in those 
districts. 

Mr. MouGAK: You a·re talking a lot of 
ll0DS€I1Se. 

Mr. HA?\LON: It is rather amusing to 
hear the hon. member for Murilla mention 
the word ''nonsense," considering the 
speeehes that he delivers in this Chamber. 
Apparently he is. referring to his sole stock­
in-trade. 

I would like to draw the attention of the 
Home Secretary to the continual complaints 
that are being r!1ade in regard tD the adminis­
tration and effiBiencv of the Brisbane General 
Hospital. \Yeek b~- week people are com­
plaining that upon patients being brought to 
that institution they have to wait an unneces­
sary time for attention. \Vith the amount 
of money spent on that hospital, it should 
be possible to have a staff able t<J attend to 
anv sick or injured person immediately upon 
being brought to the hospital. Some time 
back I took a man to the hospital. He had 
recPived an iniurv to bis face in an argu~ 
ment, and 1 prcked him up and drove him 
to the amLulancc, and was advised to take 
him to the hospital. \Ye were sitting at the 
hospital an hour and a-half before a doctor 
could attend to ·him. It was not a very 
serious injury, as he had only split his lip, 
which necessitated a couple of stitches; but, 
if that man's life had been in danger, 
apparentlv he "·ould still have had to wait 
an hour -and a-half. Another serious case 
happened la't Exhibition tweh·emonths. In 
this case a tnan 'vas injured in a tram\vay 
ac<:ident and badly fractured his leg. In 
fact. he lost his leg, and he \Yas lying at 
the hospital for hours before he received 
attention. That sort of thing reflects no 
credit on the present s: stem of medical 
attention whic·h obtains in the Brisbane 
Hospital; and the s.ooner it is altered the 
sooner the people of Brisbane will be satis­
fied that the people are getting some service 
to justify thP subidy that is given. 

V\"hen looking •wer the hospital I was also 
strudc with the amount of medicine which 
is supplied to the patients and with the 
possibility of extending the dispensing of 
ruedicino at the Bri, banc General Hospital. 
''The trade in patent medicines in Queensland 
is an e:uon~""~ous one. ..:.\nvono who has had 
anything to do with the patent medicine 
t;'ade kno\\ s that for no article sold is less 
valu" i·•·cci n'd for the money paid than is 
the case with rpg·arcl to patent medicines. I 
suppose on the an,rage at least 33~ per cent. 
of the Yalue of patent medicines sold is spent 
on ach·t,rti~in·~. lt. wovld be a :"iinple thing 
for the hospital authorities to dispense such 
sjn1nh' rPntcdiPs as cough n1ixtures, lini­
Inent~. oint:1lL~·1t:<. constipation n1edicincs, and 
so on. tOppo itiun langhter.) It would do 
nn cnorJY:on:-; nnwunt of good if a couple of 
hon. mct:1b0rs on the Opposition benches 
wcultl t ak0 n- rlosc of ll1Pntal opening n1odi­
cinc•. If tllr· hospit d ltuthorities undertook 

[Jir. Hanlon. 

the di,pcnsing of these simple remedies, it 
would not in anywa v interfere with the 
legitimate pradicc-of the medical profession, 
because thPre is an enormous trade in patent 
medicines amongst people who never go to 
a tlocl<Jr. If thPy catch a cold, they buy a 
bottle of cough mixture. If they have a 
hudachc they take wme opening medieine, 
and. if thev hurt thE'mselves. they buv a 
pot of oin1~tent; bnt tbey will not' go to a 
doctor. It would bP a very simple thing to 
get a prescription from the British Medical 
,\ssociation and dispense the-e simple 
rPmc dies. I want to put the matter on an 
or.dinary com1nercial basis. The average 
patent medicine which is sold at ls. 6d. could 
be proi1tably sold by the Brisbane General 
Hospit.al authoritiE's through tht> grocers and 
chemists of the community at ls. per bottle. 
There is a possibility of chE'a pening the cost 
of patent medicines and ensuring that those 
who buy them will get the genuine article. 

::VIr .. KI~G: You are opening up a new 
avenue. (Laughter.) 

Mr. HA:l\'LON: If hon. members opposite 
h>td an opportunity of opening up that 
avenue, they would be able to give more 
intelligent attention to their business. The 
advantage of adopting this suggestion would 
be that -ce>me of the profit which is going into 
the hands of companies which arp of very 
littl., w;e to the community would go to the 
hospital. 

One hon. mernber n1C'ntioned the necessity 
for extending· the Dian1antina Hospital, and 
it is tirlll' the Govt~rnnwnt inereascd the 
accommodation there. People from every 
part of Qnecn~land are seeking admission for 
the treatment of chronir disea:ces. 

::\1r. G. P. H',R"\'rs: It is in the wrong 
place, 

Mr. I!A?\LO:'\: The difficulty c·annot be 
~;ot 0\"Cl' by telling people they should go to 
Dunwich. as they cannot get satisfactory 
attentiou there. People do not like tlwir 
re1atives to go to a place where they cannot 
get skilled medical attention. The cost of 
extending i he accon1n1odation at the Dianlan­
tjna Hospital \\Onld be well justified. 

Yl:r. :YIOORE (.lul;i(fll.lf): I desire to say 
a few words about the hospital business, 
y,·hich iB a vcr:v burning (]ucstion. I think 
the hon. member for :Ylurilla is quite right 
iP regard to what he said about the alloca­
tion of the funds of the "Golden Gasket." 
There is no logic in the statement that, if 
therE' harpens to be a drought in some part 
of the country. ihe hospital there should 
rcceiYc ?"lsistance from the "Golden Ca~ket'. 
fund'. hut that it shonld otherwi>e receive no 
assistance. 

ThE' PHfDl!ER: Is it not rather ironical foe 
hon. memhf-l"s who are ag·aimt the " GoldPn 
Ca:'kct" to argue abont Lwherc it should bo 
distributed' 

::\Ir. :\IOORE: I do not think it is ironic-al 
ai all. The Govcrnmcut collect the incomo 
tftx. and \H' oLjc·c-t. to a great deal of that. 
The,· arp collecting '·Golden Casket" monPy 
and ~pPndjng it 1n a way which is Hot fair. 
Sixteen hospital bo J rrls get contributions 
('n~rv V( J r ·whether thcv need it or not. 
''-'hi le ~t l10r places haw· to show that they 
nr0 in nccc -,irons circnnl~1an-ccs hcforc the~~~ 
can gPt it: and '-'nrnc of thern do need it. 
Tbey haYf' to t•eonorui-:p in the carrying on 
of thPir hm-.vitals. Because the Premier went 
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to a ho,pit:d at :Yiuttabuna which had no 
patiPnt:')--

Thc PnDtiER: I h>cYe been to nearly all tlw 
ho:'pitals in Queensland. 

1\lt·. 2\IOOHE: Then• arc· many hospitals 
in Queen,land which cannot make the 
ln1prOYQtnents thny want bccauBe they are 
unable to secul'(' a fair proportion of the 
··Golden Casket n rr1oney. It i~ onl-y rjght 
.that the allocat;ou should be on a more 
uniform basis than it is to-day. It does not 
s<eem to be a questiot1 of whether a hospital 
is in dire necessity or not. 

The matter I want to <peal: of particular!,, 
and in conrwction \Yith which I intend to 
wo,-e a reduction of the vote by £1 as a 
protest, is the liospit!'l Tax. . All oYer 
Queensland wherever th1s n1atter 1s brought 
up there are the same objections -not from 
those whom hon. members opposite call 
Tories, but from hon. members opposite ihem­
selYes, who just as strongly object to the 
basis of the hospital ta.x as hon. members on 
this side. 

The Government thflmselves are recognising 
that this taxation for hospitals is unfair, 
because the Home Secretary has sent to each 
local authoritv a communication asking how 
manv persons" pay over £5, and what is the 
-valu~ of thE'ir property. The objective, of 
,course, is to raise clat..s prejudice again. and 
to cloud the issuP '"' to whether the taxation 
should be on land or on income by raising 
the cry, "'rhis man is paying over £5 and 
has a property worth £20,000- Why should 
he not pav ·:" I say that is an absolutely 
'\\Tong basis. The basis we \Vant to intro­
duce is one on which cvcrvone will contri­
bute according to his wag~s m· income. I 
moved an amendment. in the Hospitals Bill. 
and I see no reason to recede from the posi­
tion I then took up. To show further that 
the Government recognise that they have 
made a mistake and that there should be 
some relief, we find the Deputy Premier 
reported to this effect when hr> was up in 
the Burnett district-

,, Mr. Forgan Smith also referred to 
the Hospita.ls .'let. This. of course. was 
a measure against which ' Tory 
whisperers' were able to carrv on a lot 
of propaganda, but he would like to 
point out that hospitals were not brought 
under the scope of the Act until it was 
shown that the voluntary subscription> 
did not permit of the hospital ( .u·rving­
on. The difference between the e>"per;­
diture and norn1al innon1e 'vas n1adc up 
by the Government and the lo%1 authori­
ties, which was on a 60-40 pcoportio,. 
The Government proposed to atnPnd the' 
Act to allow contributions to be set off 
against the local authority precept•-. The 
contributions received from each area 
would be credited to the local .wthoritv 
of that area. Under this ,;chcmc. th{> 
local authority, or the people in the 
lnutl authority, could ;novide tlw local 
share. or part of the local share, of the 
cost of the hospital bv volnntarv 
rnethods." ~ " 

Uf course they could do that-they alwa-,-s 
could do it. The Bill has not been' brought 
nt yet.. I do not know whether the Deputv 
PrPmier i< going to introdu~e it. He cer­
tainly seems to be in a position to tell the 
people what amendment is going to be 
made. But that amendment would not be 

. any good. It would give practically no t·eiief. 

l~nrlcl· the sy~h'In of taxation on Jocal 
authoritv Yaluation.-; voluntary contributions 
have fallen off except in what you might 
udl a few iuduslrial ccntr<''i-SUch as Too­
woornba. where there is an industrial section 
who contr1Lnte Yolut!tarilv 80 rnuch out of 
tbei r \Y agl' "· " 

l\llr_ RcBERTS: .\nd get a definite benefit. 

Mr. :YIOORE: Yes: Gut thev arc counted 
as voluntary coutributors, at;cl their pay­
ments go ,;gaiust thP precept that wouid 
othcrwi~p ha YC' to be lpyjed Oll rroo"roomba. 
That does not apply to other centres; and, 
in any casl', Tootvoornba is not a case \vhere 
taxation on land \Vould be so unfair and 
unjust. It consists mostly of allotments. 
\\'hen vou come to outside areas with farms 
of 160, 200, or 500 acres, whm;e they have 
to contribute not on what thev own but on 
the land they hold. irrespective of . mort­
gages, the baR~S is unfair. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTcRE: 'Vhat is 
your policy with regard to hospitals? 

Mr. :UOORE: My policy with regard to 
hospitals is taxation on income right 
through_ 

The Ho:m; SECRETARY : A poll tax. 

Mr. MOORE : C;tll it a poll tax, if you 
like. It would be so much in the £1. just 
as the voluntarv contributions are made on 
wages to-dav. Some of the workers of Too­
\\-oomba pay 1d. in the £1 per week on their 
wages. and I believe tlw same thing is done 
in Mackay. \Yhy should that not. be recog­
lllscd as the hasic principle throughout the 
State. in~tead of placing taxation on land'? 
That is the point I make. I say the position 
].-; unfah. 

The Ho:\!E SECRET.\RY: \Vhy not apply it to 
a wat'er '"CrY Ice'? 

Mr. MOORE: It' is not the same_ 

The• l'RDfiER : \Yhen you get down to ptire 
ethic:1 it is thf, :-'HHH'. 

2\Ir_ }100Rl<:: Xo_ The water is laid on 
and the individual housPholclcr pays the rates. 
That is a very different thing. Very often 
people who contribute to a hospital do not 
use it. 

The Ho~m 8ECRET.\RY: \Yhat about the tax 
for n1aiu road~? 

Mr_ :\IOORE: The Government .are gradu­
ally admitting that it was wrong to place the 
whole burden on the land. We now have 
m a in roads, developmental roads, and tourist 
roads-gr~dually getting away from the first 
principlP because the Govcrntncnt recognlsod 
that it "'" not a fair thing. I am not going 
to discuss the position of poitcc and school 
teachers. I want to talk about the hospital 
tax. 

The Ilo~IE SECRETARY : It is a sen·ice_ 

.vir. IIIOORE: To certain indiYicluals. 
""hv should one section of the communitv oe 
taxed while other sf'ctions i!.·o free'! \Vhy 
shou,ld a man in rf'C'Pipt' of a regular incorne 
pav nothing becanst:: he live~ in a boarding­
ho~lSC' or h~)tcl, oe tho minimutn if he owns 
an allotmpnt of land. whereas a man earning 
his liYing on the land must contribute ten 
tlJne;S the an1onnt? 

1\Ir. \Y. COOPER: Ten times tllc a1nount? 

l\Tr_ :MOORE: Yes. ten times-twenty time> 
-and fifty times. 

l\Ir. I-IY~ES: You are exaggerating . 

Mr. Moore.] 
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Mr. ::\IOORE: The man on the land is con· 
frontcd with climatic conditions; his expen­
diture p;oes on all the time; but he is not 
sure \vht•ther he will receiYe an income. He 
has to pay the hospital tax just the same. 

The HO:IlE SECRETARY: Is it a very high 
tax? 

Mr. MOORE: H is not so very high. In 
some places it is about 2~d. in the £1. In 
mv area, it is about one-eighth of a penny, 
and it has been a halfpenny. 

The PRE:IiiER: Is it not unfair to take the 
bulk of the taxation from the general tax­
payer, who fmds the bulk of the money to 
run the hospitals? 

Mr. MOO RE: We all contribute to the 60 
per cent. The landholder contributes that, 
and then he contributes again in a class by 
himself. You do not single out people who 
do not own land and tax them. 

The PREMIER: Is it not fair according to 
your argument'? 

Mr. MOO RE: No. The whole of the people 
of Queensland contribute to the 60 per cent., 
and then vou demand another 40 per cent. 
and ask the one section to contribute again. 

The HOME S~CCRETARY: I have been trying 
for vears to understand what you want. 
What is it? 

Mr. MOO RE : My intentions were embodied 
in an amendment that I moved when the 
Hospitals Bill was before the House. I am 
asking, for a tax DD ·w.ages and 1ncome. You 
can call it a poll tax if you like. 

The Ho~E SECRETARY : \Vould it be a flat 
rate·~ 

:\Ir. :MOORE: ::\'a-so much in the £1. 
The PRE~!IER: \'\" ould that not: be considered 

in fixing an award in the same way as insur­
ance and other things? 

i\Ir. JI<100RE: No. 
The PRE:IIIER: It would. 
i\lr. :YIOORE: .J do not think it would he 

considered in fixing an award any more than 
it would be nece,,sarv to consider the land 
tax that is imposed. \Vhy should one se,ction 
be singled out? 

The l'RniiER : If there is a tax on wages, 
then it must be a fador to be considered in 
fixing the basic wage. 

1\Ir. i\lOORE: It would be a small tax. 
Arc the Yoluntarv ro11tributions-in the caso 
of the sugar workers it is 2'd. in the £1-
takcn into con5idera tion no'\v? 

:\Ir. I-lYxES : They also pay the other tax 
"n their holdings. 

i\Ir. :uooRE: If they haw any holdings. 
The Ilmm SECRETARY: \Vhat about' tho 

Lnn1cr who pay:; no inr·on1c tax and earns no 
wage~; 

:\ir. C>100RE: He has to pay the land tax. 
The l'RnJIER : He has not. 

C>I r. i\lOORE : He is a""''"cl b.- the loLal 
anthorit~·. He \Yould ha-..e earnin.is the san1c 
.as a \Yorkcr has earnings and pays no inc:mnc 
tax. 

The Ho;iE SECRETARY: How could you 
collect it·: 

:\lr. :\100RE: How did they ,,ugg<''t col­
lecting it in \\Tc:-;teru Austlalia? By n1ranR 
of a :-:tamp. You would use the stdmps 
~~irnllarh- to the rnannPr in \vhich thev arn 
used in. connection with the unemployment 

[Mr. Moore. 

inmrance fund. That st'hcnw was dropped iw 
\Y est ern Australia. 

The Ho:11E SECRE'TARY: It was dropped 
bectmsc thpy had to agree to give private· 
hospitals 6s. a da;<> per patient. 

::Ylr MOORE: I knew it was dropped, but 
I did not know the reason why. There \Vas 
cpposition to it. One section of Parliament 
"·antecl a tax on land, the same as this Go­
vennnent, and the other seC'tion recognised 
that, lhe recomme;H.lation of the Royal Com­
nlission was more equitable. 

i\Ir. HYKF.S: You have no concrete scheme' 
io ;mhmit in place of the present method. 
and in a S\YOeping way sirnply say, " Make it 
a tax on ·wages, or a poll tax !'' 

Mr. l\1:00RE: What is the difference' 
between that and the present tax on land? 

The Ho;IE SECRET.I.RY: \Vould you grant 
any ex,mptions under your scheme? 

Mr. MOORE: People in receipt of old-age· 
pensions and people of that class would be· 
exempted. 

The PREMIER: The logico.l conclusion of 
your scheme is nationali-sation of hospital,. 
by the State. 

Mr. MOORE: You can call it nationalisa­
tion if you like. You have control of all 
ho,pttal.; now. 

The PHE:I!JER: It would be easier to impose 
a tax on ineomes and for the State to con­
trol the hospitals than to adopt the other 
course. 

-:\1r. MOOHE: I am not going into the 
flnestion of whPther ~tu~+ is an easier n1ethod· 
of working Tlw Government chose the 
mct!cod 0f 1 axation ,)f land for ihe upkeep 
of hoApjtals i)ceause :-.ueh a tax was easy to 
coll.,ct. 

The P!lE)]JER: \Vouldn't -.our scheme lead· 
to free J,o,;pit;,ls ·: · 

Mr. M!)()RE: The scheme adopted by the 
t ~oyernrnent does not. lead to free treatmf'tJt. 
The man who'e land is taxed for the support 
of ho~pitals ·doe~ not now get free treatn.ent. 
The hon. nwmber for Port Curtis throughout 
hi~ electorate denounces with .-ehemcnce the 
iniquity of a tax on land for the upkeep of 
hoepitals. 

:'\fr. CmTER: I don't advocate a poll tax. 
::Yir. J\JOORE: You do not advocate all-­

thing; you content ~vourself with denouncirlg 
th0 ]H'f·~cnt systcn1. 

The Ho:~-rE SECHET.\RY You have ne.-er wb­
lHi~t-•d any concrete scheme to take the plac_; 
of the prc.<::.ent sy:--.tcn1; neither ha Ye the icJ..._:al 
authOl'itics. 

:\h. C>iOORE: i ha Ye trit'd to do mv best 
to rlo so It is "'OJ·th a trial: and, ·if the 
hon. _gentlernan o1-Jjc··t~ to its being callf'd a 
poll tax. he can call it 1. v anY othPr name 
he likes. I Jo not sea at;,_. of1jection to it. 
l an1 aga in~t t hf' prl'~cnt S}::-t.en~ o{ taxation. 
a.;; it is R most inequitable 011e. 

The IlO:IJE SECREr.IRY: I hope you v,ill 
[I lll('lld it. 

Mr. MOORE: Yu, at the first opportunity 
llt'Xt ,·:eo r. (Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: Yoct will also abolish tho 
" Golden Casket'' I don't bclicYe you would .. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. MOORE: It is no use the hon. gentle-­
mau fishing as to what will be done. 
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The PRE}1IER: There will he no taxes if 
you get into power. It will be a \Yondorful 
.C\•Lntry. 

:\Jr. :\IOORE: 1t is nothing but taxes now. 
Unfortm,atoly, that is the pos-ition ·cc have 
g?t into .. Tho. liome SPprctary tnust recog­
nl~C the _InJustice o~ a r~an being cornpelled 
to contnbute taxat1on to a11 institution he 
cannot u;o to. The hon. 0'PntJPrnan had to 
insert three words only i1: JJw fio,;pitah Bill 
when Jt was bdore Parhamc11t. Instead of 
compelling the YYhole area of 11 shire to con­
tribute to the upkeep of a certain hospital. 
he rou1d have so word0d the proyi:.;ion that 
" a part thereof" would have to contribute. 
That wnuld make it possible for a lanr!owner 
60 or 70 miles from the hospital in thP main 
area to contribute to the hospital lw was 
hkcly to use. To overcome- Htch a difficultv 
local authorities imposf' a differential ta;, 
on those' people who cannot get to th(' ho.:'pi­
b.ls. 

The Ho'IE SECRF1 \BY. Thcv jlay their 
hospital tax out of gene! a! rate. 

. Mr. :,100RE: No local authority would be 
JUStified m paymg the hospitrtl precepts out 
<Df gencl'al revenue. 

The Ilo;uE SECRETARY: The Brisbane City 
Council do so. 

Mr. MOORE: Before the creation of the 
Brisban~ and South Coast Hospitals Board 
the Bnsbane hosp1tal was to bo shunned 
as an exan1plc. Even now it receives a sub~ 
sidy from the " Golden Casket" to the 
extent of £20,000 a vear 1 I am not taking 
t.hat as a basi.s by any means, but I do pro­
te,,t aga1_nst the existing unfair position 
ur;der wh1ch many people are forced to con­
t~·lbute to a hospital that they cannot pos· 
s1bly u><c, merely because they happen to 
be m the local authoritv area in which the 
hospit<:l is situated. Tlie position could be 
remed1ed by the deletion of three words 
from the Hospitals Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICDLTURE: Three 
words count for a good deal sometimes. 

Mr. YIOORE: Three words count for a 
good deal in an Act like this, particularlv 
when those words--" or pa1·t thereof ,...::_ 
create the present unsatisfactory position. 
P~oplc Object to contributing to a hosp1tal 70 
n1Ilcs .away when there:. is a hospital avaj~ablc 
for them only 10 or 12 miles distant. If the 
G<wernment will not remedy the inequitable 
tax, the!' ,ho_uld at least remedy the position 
by makmg tne whole area taxable. I know 
that l'he Home Sccretitrv will probablv 
quote avor<J.ges when replying, and Fay that 
for, say, Jondaryan or Clifton the rate is 
onl.v 2s. 6d. Averages, however, dn not 
count, because ir; one case there may he 
townsh1 p hlocl<S_ m ,respect of which prac­
twally nothmg 1s pa1d, and in another case 
ngrieu]tural land from which people derive 
then·. m.come. There is nothing to justify 
the. 111C](]ence of _this tax. As a protest 
agamst the. meqtubble c~nditions imposed 
b.v the Ho~p1tals Act, both m regard to areas 
and tax!'ltJOn. I beg to move the following 
nmcndnv:-nt :-

"That the item ' Hospitals-£193,620' 
-be reduced by £1." 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. McCormack. 
f'airns) : The Leader of the Opposition ha.S 
dealt w1th the question of hospitalisation and 
the methods _adopted to deal with the problem 
that has ansen. If I may be permitted to 
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say so, he makes suggestiDns v.rhich have been 
Yery badl.v thought out and with no regard 
as to the method of their application. Ko 
doubt tho hon. gentleman is actuated by a 
desire, as he says, to make the incidence of 
taxation fair to everybody. 

Let us trace the history of the districting 
of hospitaL, not cnly in this country but in 
others. \Vhen Labour assumed office in this 
State in 1915-and I can speak now with 
sonH' ex,wricncc of the difficulties of hospital 
f\nancc after having foar years association 
in the liome Department-we found that the 
position in Brisbane was such that some 
Government Yvould hane to face the pro· 
blem of hospital finance. 'I'he old system­
" the good old system," as it is sometimes 
called- that suited hon. mPmbers opposite 
was to allow these things to drift on, just 
as the dutv of meeting the menace of prickly­
pear and., other things. wa~ sirnply eyacJP{L 
Hospitalisation throuf!hOut this St 'tP, with 
its comparatively small population, has been 
U bun1ing question for yC:ll'~. and the !Jroblern 
has been to provide .nfficient hoc-pitals for 
1 he neecl< of the people. The posirion in 
Rri:,bane v-ras such that there- \Vas no rno\·i:-;io:J 
Jnacle for the care of the ~3ick. ThP yoluntarv 
system had complete!-.- broken do"·n. , 

[9.'0 p.m.] 
Mr. :vionGAX : Only in Brisbane. 

The PREMIER: I am dealing with Bris­
bane for the moment. The voluntary system 
had completely broken down-not under a 
Labour Government, but under the previous 
Govcnunent. 

:VIr. KrXG: It is worse now. 

The PREMIER: Lot us admit that it 
had broken down then. I do not know 
how a collapse can be any worse. It. can 
only be a collapse. If a man is dead. he 
is dead; and he cannot be any deade_r. That 
was the position as it existed under the 
Denham Government. Nothing was done to 
meet the situation in the great capital city 
of the Stale; and for a number of years we 
attempted to carry on in the Brisbane area, 
fmally having to t-·ko the hospitals over and 
make rhe whole State carr:y the hospitalisa­
tion for the city of Brisbane. That, accord­
ing to the hon. member for Murilla, was 
unfair. It was a wrong system, and I agree 
with him that it was unfair to impose upon 
the whole of the State the cost of the upkeep 
of the Brisbane hospitals without Brisbane 
finding any of the money at all. 

Mr. MoRGAX: I objected to it year after 
year. 

The PRE:\IIER: I know the hon. mem· 
ber did. He objected to it when he was 
OYer here. The hon. member is consistent 
in his inconsistencv. He was a consistent 
objector on that point. Some other hon. 
members of the Country Party also objected. 
Something had to be done to deal with the 
situation in Brisbane. The result of that 
something was the Hospitals Act and the 
" districting" of hospitals. But what did 
WP find? The electorate of the Leader of 
th<~ Opposition did not wait for us to finalise 
the scheme in regard to Brisbane. It was 
the fir>t hospital in this State deliberately 
to ask to come under the Act. 

Mr. j,I OORE : :My electorate had nothing 
tn do with it. It was the dist'rict. 

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman's 
hospital was bankrupt, and it was the first 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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of its own volition to come to the Labour 
Government and ask to be allowed to come 
under the district scheme. 

Mr. KrxG: How many have not come 
under it? 

The PREMIER: I was proceeding to say 
that no hospital has been brought under it 
except at its own request. The Leader of 
the Opposition says "his electorate." 

Mr. MooRE: You said my "electorate." 

The PREMIER: His electorate is part 
of that district. 

Mr. :vtoORE: We were forced into it. 

The PREMIER: That is the only hospital 
the hon. gentleman had, and the people of 
the district would not support it. All this 
rnagnificent generosity that we have heard 
so much about from the hon. member for 
:::11urilla did not exist in that district, and the 
hospital was bankrupt. That is the solemn 
truth. ' 

Mr. MoORE: It was a base hospital. 

The PREMIER: It was the first hospital 
th>et of its own volition demanded to be 
•· districted." That proves that the scheme 
was embraced by that district. 

Mr. Moom;: They wanted the money, and 
they had to do something. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member's 
Government did nothing to solve the problem. 
IV e adopted a certain system of financing 
the hospitals. It is an extraordinary thing 
that I do not thmk anv State in the Corn· 
monwcalth or any country in the world has 
a better system of hospitals than the State 
of Queensland. It is one thing that we can 
be proud of, and I have heard prominent 
people admit it-amongst them a former 
Governor-General of the Commonwealth­
Lord Novar-and his good lady, who 
travelled o>er the whole of Queensland and 
took a great interest in our hospitals.· The 
Governor-General admitted both in this 
country and in the old country, that Queens­
land had one of the most efficient and most 
pffectiw hospital systems that existed in ~he 
British Dominions. 

Mr. MORGAN: A lot of them under the 
voluntary system. 

The PREMIER: No. 
l\1r. M ORGAN: Ninety-one arc still under 

the voluntary system. 

The PREMIER: It does not matter if 
they are. Manv of these hosnitals have been 
renovated and "built up bv funds which the 
hon. gentleman would never have allowed 
to go to the hospitals if he had been in 
po"\vC'r. 

Mr. MooRE: What do you mean by that? 

The PREMIER : " Golden Casket'' 
money. 

Mr. MooRE: They help to find it. 

The ~R.EMI~R:. But the organisation 
accomphshmg rt IS there. Thc•re is a 
c!Pfinite scheme in Brisbane to-daY. There 
is some vision being shown in regard to the 
future requirements of this groat State. 

Mr. Moo RE: I am not objectino- to the 
Yision shown in Brisban€ at alL "' 

At 9.35 p.m., 
The CHAIR;-,IAK resumed the chair. 

The PREMIER: It is not possible to have 
a scheme of organisation without someone 
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in the last analysis having to be responsible­
for the interest and redemption involved. 

Mr. MOORE: The basis of the tax is what 
I am objecting to. 

The PREMIER : The gencrRl taxpayeF 
contributes 60 per cent. The hon. membeF 
proposes to adopt our system, but to alter 
thC' incidence of taxation. It seems that is 
the onlv difference. 

Mr. MooRE: It is a big difference. 

The PREMIER: If the hon. member 
thinks it is as easy to accomplish as it is to• 
make a speech about it, he will get a great 
surprise when he investigates the position. 
If we are going· to have that. in a general 
way I would much prefer the nationalisation 
of all the hospitals and the building of hos­
pitals only in centres so that they could be· 
prope·rly organised. 

Mr. M oRGAN: Why don't you do it? 

The PREMIER: Because it would take 
away from small centres tht' opportunity 
\vhich the people nobly take advantage of 
to-day of maintaining a small hospital in 
their centre. Thev carry the responsibility 
of that-and all honour to them-and that is 
whv the hon. member says the people are 
gellerous. The:v are very generous~they 
have hospitals in places where, under any 
system of efficiE>nt o·rganisation, no hospital 
would be situated. I know places where 
hospitals are only ten or twelvE' miles apart. 
That position does not exist in any other 
countrv in the world but Queensland. But 
while 'these people are willing to carry th" 
burden involved under the voluntary system. 
the hon. member would step in and prevent 
them from doing what the~- voluntarily and 
willingly do. No Government would be 
justified in adopting that course. The syst'!m 
has g•rown up, and people are mort' heav1ly 
tRxed in those districts than in places where 
the principal hospitals are situated. The 
hon. member does not mention the fact that 
in districts like Aramac, Muttaburra. Long­
reach, and in his own district, taking the 
pro rata basis of the cost of operating 3:nd 
the money given voluntarilv. the taxatwn 
on those people is greater than it is under 
the Hospitals Act. 

Mr. MoRGAN: People a•re not complaining. 

The PREMIER: People are not com­
plaining: but the hon. m<'mber's party say 
that the people who pay £1 a ~-car in taxa­
tion are complaining. 

Mr. :Th1ooRE: The man who pa;·s 2s. 6d. a. 
year is complaining. 

The PREMIER: Out of 7.800 taxpayers 
only seventy-four pay OV<'r £5. 

Mr. MooRE: I do not think vou should 
raise that class-prejqdice cry-it does not 
count. 

The PREMIER: 7,719, or 98 per cent.. of 
those 7.800 pay less than £1. Under this 
compulsory system I make bold to say that 
in connection with the hospitals mentioned 
bv the hon. membe,r for ~Iurilla almost 
e~·eryone in those districts pays considerably 
more than £1 a year in an indirect \Vay for 
the upkeep of the hospital; and the hon. 
member mab•s it an issue that this taxation 
is burdensome on the people who pay. In 
some of the W cstern districts it may cost 
some individuals £4 or £5 a war. 

Mr. MORGA:-i: Yes. Thev. have a day's 
pleasure there, so that it· 'serves a doublr' 
purpose. 
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Tho PREMIER: In centres that are " dis­
tricted," where there is industrv that is 
organised on a basis such that contributions 
can be received from industrial workers, that 
policy is carried out. 

Mr. MoonE: They get a definite return for 
it. They get free treatment. 

The PRE:vliER: They pay much more for 
that definite return than the hon. member's 
taxpayers. I paid for years into a hospital 
while working ;n mining districts. I paid 
much more than the hon. member's farmers 
are paying-Is. and Is. 6d. a week. 

Mr. Knm : \Vas it compulsory? 

The PRE:YIIER: No-voluntarv. It was 
as high as Is. a week for hospitals, 3d. a 
week for sick fund, and 3d. for the ambulance. 

Mr. CosTELLO: You reaped the benefit. 

The PREMIER: I did; but, fortunately. 
while working for a number of years and 
paying those sums I never had occasion to 
make use of a hospital. And the hon. mem­
ber says that I am unfairly treated because 
I paid £40 or £50 to the hospital and never 
had any treatment. 

:Yir. l\IoORE: I never said vou were unfairlv 
treated. · ' 

The PREYIIER: Of course, I was not, and 
nobody can say that the hon. member's farm­
ing community arc unfairly treated. 

OPPOSITION ME)!BERS: Of course they are. 

The PRE:YUER: The raising of money by 
the taxation of wages only alters the inci· 
donee of the tax to some extent. 

Mr. ;\fooRE: That is all. 

The PREMIER: If the employer in indus­
try finds that his workmen are taxed directlv 
-·not voluntarily, which is a different thing.:_ 
that industry will have to find that tax, 
because the basic wage is fully used in the 
upkeep of a man's family. You cannot put 
an ad-ditional tax on him without making 
provision for it in his wages. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Does that not apply to the 
farmer, who does not get the basic wage? 

The PREMIER: Wait until I get to the 
point. The employer will find that he pays 
the hospital tax on wages just as he pays it 
now on the land on which his industry is 
carried on. 

Mr. MooRE: Only 25,000 persons directly 
pay the tax. 

The PREMIER : Only 25,000 pay? The 
hon. gentleman knows that to carry out his 
policy is almost an impossibility. I am not 
one of those who say that a man who gets 
good wages should not carry his fair burden 
of taxation-hospital or otherwise. 

Mr. KING: That is all we are asking for. 

The PREMIER: I think that under the 
present system he does carry it. The whole 
community meets most of these charges. It 
is a well-known fact that the fairest system 
of taxation is taxation on land. The hon. 
member might argue that in individual cases 
this £I is a hardship; bnt he does not argue 
that. He uses it for political purposes by 
saying that, when he gets into power, he will 
place this tax on the shoulders of somebody 
else. 

Mr. MoORE: No. 

The PREMIER : In taxation in respect of 
such things as hospitals, sewerage, and water 
supply, hnd is taken as the basis, because we 

believe that from the land in each area all 
wealth finally flows. 

Mr. EDWARDS: It is a pity you did not 
follow that out. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member does 
not understand what I am talking about 
Nobody, not even the Leader of the Opposi-~ 
twn-who knows something of land taxation 
from " local authority standpoint-would sug· 
gest that the wages men in his district should 
be taxed for the use of the roads in it. 

Mr. MOORE: 1 did not suggest it. 
The PREMIER: They use the roads. Why 

does he tax this selfsame farmer for bridge 
work, for water supply, for hospitak for 
infectious dise;1ses? 

Mr. MOORE: He is getting a benefit. If he 
goes to the hospital he has to pay; tlle other 
man has not. 

The PREYJ:IER: \Vhy not m ·ke wagce 
the basis for local authority taxation., 

Mr. MooRE: It would not be a bad idea. 
The PREMIER : The hon. gcntl01nan is 

not serirJus. I-Ie knows that rnany people 
who use the roads contribute nothing 
towards the upkeep of the roads. Land 
taxation is the only fair and equitable basis. 

l\fr. MooRE: Everyone rc;civcs a bc'ncfit 
from a road that is constructed. 

The PREMIER : Whv is the basis so 
tAnfair in regard to the hospital r.cnicc ·: 

Mr. :VJ OORE: It is a different basi.1. 
The PREMIER: H is not. I cannot sr'c 

<'ve to eve' with the hon. !!;Cntlcman. I 
realise that it is quite populcir for him to 
tell his supporters who are landowners that 
he 1vill pass 011 the incidence of this taxation 
to sorneone else. 

Mr. :VloonE: Share it 0qually. 

The PRE:VIIER: You will not solve prob· 
lcms by facing them that way. The hon. 
gentleman and his party are prone to say 
that they are going to ren1oyo all taxation. 
r wonder sometimes whether they are ~erious .. 

Mr. MooRE: We did not say that Y>e \YOuld 
remove income taxation. 

The PRF.MIER : Ho" they rtre g·oing to 
carry on the services of the State and pay 
the interest bill withont taxation is one of 
the things the Leader of the Opposition must 
exple.in. 

Mr. MOORE: ~obody said such a thing. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman 
almost said so. The people in country dis· 
lricts are not forced into this position. They 
can con1e in or remajn out. 

Mr. EDvdRDS: You forcn them in. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman doe' 
not. know what he is talking nbout. Finan· 
cial stringency forces them in. The system 
i.; purely voluntary. The question of hospi· 
tals presents a tremendous problem in a 
country like Queensland with a small popu · 
lation widely scattered, with I47 hospitals 
against 40 in Victoria; I47 doctors; I47 
matrons; I47 cooks; and all the parapher· 
nalia necessarv for hospitals. If we are 
going to spread the incidence of this taxation 
over the whole of the people as the hon. 
gentleman suggests, I won ld certainly prcfc:r 
a complete scheme of nationnlisation. It 
would mean fewer hospitals, and it would 
mean-perhaps it would be a good thing­
the uatimmlisation of healih as well "' of 

Hon. W. 31cConnack.] 
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hoepit<h. If in D country district whu-e a 
hospiutl ha< on!~· tf'!l pa1ients 1n si" months 
ar1d the fH'Oplc are wi1JiJJ~--and th('y are-to 
pay the cost of the upkeep of the hospital. 
thPn we hould r,ot ;;tand in thPir wav b'.' 
havjng nnly on" c nt~·a l hm<pital in the" di~­
irict. T 11e Leader of tlw Opposition kuo•n 
that in ccrtoin parts of QLwcmland there arc 
four or fiYe hm~pit,a1s with1n a lirrtited area 
with gocd rail comnJun]ration. good ToaJ 
con1nllll!icatioll, and a gcorl hospital serYice, 

hC'n one hospital would sr;n-e th(~ y,:}wlc 
district. I believe that is true of his own 
.elcctot'ate. It is true of rn\- clec :·oratc. There 
arr~ thrcl' hospitah in 1.hc Cairnc:: cliE-trict 
w·ithi11 a fr~\V 1nilc~3 of c·1ch other-~thrce big 
('o;;.:tl:v iw·ht ~ticm---scr,·~'(l \;-ith a good lriOtor 
road, good hridgE:'s over e~.'Pry creek and 
rlvcr, a railway }inC' anr1 a nJi1 ruotor scr­
;;ice Pn~rv two· hours. Yet there arQ three 
hosp1tal ;:v~i:Prns n1aiutalrwd within a radius 
ot 30 mil'''. 

:VIr. ).fooRE: They \Vt'l'C not buih under 
prf'- (•nt. conditions. 

The PRE:\BER: Tint i- the difficulty. 
There ar•c two hospitals in the Ayr distriet 

4 miles apart. Is that a good thing con­
sideri11g all the ov<'rhead expenses? The 
reason for those two hospitals is that a river 
runs between two towns and there are no 
means of transport between the two centres 
except by railway, and that only recently. 
l can go on over the whole of Queensland 
and >how the hon. wcmber that nationalisa­
tion under anv defiuite scheme would mean 
government by a commission or board which 
would inevitably cut out many of the hospi­
tals wh;ch are now grouped closely together. 

Mr. FHY: It would make for more efficient 
managc1ne:nt. 

The PRE?diER: 'l'hat is so. The purchase 
of drugs and dresoings, etc., could be done 
mor<c cheaply and efficiently than to.day. 
The reason why this Government or any 
Government would hesitate to do it would be 
for the reasons I have stated-that they would 
not like to close hospitals which the people 
to·day willingly and voluntarilv carry on. 
If the Loader of the Opposition attempted 
1o put his schenw of taxation into operation. 
he would find that it could be more effec­
tively done by the organisation we have in 
our Inrorrte Tax Dopartlnent, and, if we 
adopted th11t organioation, we should go the 
next step and nationalise and place its con· 
trol under the organisation that collects the 
money. The hon. gentleman does not agree 
with that proposal. He has never stood for 
the nationalisation of hospitals or health 
services. \V c have stood for that policy, but 
have he.-itatccl to pnt it into operation for 
the reasons I have outlined. The onlv alter­
Iwtive scheme is to district the hospi'tals. 

Mr. FHY: That is only a forerunner to 
nationalisation. 

The PREMIER: There is no great hard­
ship on the taxpayers at the present time. 
I honestly believe, and I say this seriously, 
that the hon. gentleman's Country Party are 
only concerned with this question as an 
election cry. 

Mr. S\VAY::"JE (Mimni): The Premier 
talked for twenty-five minutes, and largely 
evaded the question raised by the Leader of 
the Opj>osition. He never once told us why 
one section of the people should be taxed 
twice. That is the question at issue. Insti­
tutions such as hospitals benefit every mem­
ber of the community, and it is only right 
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and just that every member of the corn· 
munity should contribute towards their main­
tenance according to his means. It is most 
unfair that on<> section of the community 
should be singled out and made to contri­
bute twice towards their maintenance. That 
is what hap1wns under the present system. 
Every taxpa0·er contributes his share of 
taxation to the gc'nFal taxation of the 
country, and then you take the man who 
owns land and tax him again through that 
land. The Premier never once referred to 
t·hat. H is not a question of board or any­
thing of the kind. What about the pro­
fee·,ional man-the lawyer, the .doctor-and 
the rich commercial man who do not own 
land? 

The fiO}lE SECRETARY: ·where do they live? 
On the rivers? 

l\[r. SWAYN1';: \'cry often in boarding 
house'S or hotels. They escape being taxed 
twice. All they do is to contribute to the 
consolidated revenue through the income 
tax. Every person should contribute towards 
the maintenance of hospitals in equal ratio 
according to his means. Although the hon. 
c;entleman spoke for nearly twent::·fivc 
minutes, he never once attempt('d to prove 
that it W<LS right that one section should 
contribute more than another. It is all Yery 
well to talk by and large on this subject. 
Even the ir.1position of £1 per annum is a 
hardship to people in outlying country dis­
tricts who have many other charges to meet. 

.\t 9.55 p.m., 

The CHAIRMA"': under the provisions 
of Sei'Bional Orders agreed to by the House 
on 26th July and 27th September last, I 
shall now leave the chair and make my 
report to the House. 

The House resunwd. 
The CnAIR1!Ax' r<'portod progress. 
Resumption of Committee made an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 9.57 p.m. 




