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Questions. [29 AuGUST.] Questions. 419-

WEDNESDAY, 29 AUGUST, 1928. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bcrtram, cYiaree) 
look the chair at 10.30 o'clock a.rn. 

QUESTIONS. 

VICTOHIA" GOYE!l"~IENT REGL'l \TIOXS RELAT-
1:\G TO QPEFXSLAKD CnrLL!!:D BErF SoLD 
lN VICTORIA. 

l\ir. SIZER (Sandgatc) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. \Yill ho inform the IIouc.e what 
sll•ps he has taken to prcv>Lil upon the 
Victorian Government to amend their 
regnlations relating to Queensland chilled 
bed beirg sold in Victoria? 

"2. Fail1~lg satisfa.ctory nPgotiations, 
"·ill he hke 2lcps to have the validity of 
the rc~·11btions tc,ted in the High Court 
of ..._1\udralia ~" 

The PRE:\ITER (IIon. W. :Yit·Cormack, 
Cairns) rcpiict:-

" .l. rrhe C~Ut'O!lsland GoYC'rnmont has 
pointed out· to the Victorian Govern­
ment that it considered the action in 
inlp·;Sing haraHing condjtions, :in the 
forn1 of hca1t h regula.tion~, upon thL• 
'alP of rnPat as unfair and un-Fcderal 
nnd 9ubvc·rs;yc of the best intc1·ests of 
the people cf both States, and rc•!Uf•sled 

that the conditions be modified in accord­
ance with recognised health procedure. 

"2. The responsibility of testing con­
stitutionally the action of the Victorian 
Government is upon the meat compames 
or lhe ea ttle owners who ha.ve a direct 
interest in the restrictions. Some years 
ago a sin1ilar ~jtua.tion a rose between 
New South \Vale9 and Queensland, and 
the people vitally concerned in that case 
did not ask the Government to take 
action, but immediately had the ques­
timi decided before the High Court with 
satisfactory results to themselves." 

\Yish further to add that since framing 
lhe answer to the question, I have heard 
from Victoria th'tt the question has arisen 
in that State as to whethe1· the Government 
luwe the necessary power to enforce the 
reg·u]atiDns. That may or may not bB 
true. All I cJ.n sav is that the Government 
of Queensland do ~ot dr sire to have a con­
troversy vvit.h another Government, because 
there arc othl:r issues invo]n,d. Victoria 
bnys I arge quantities of goods from Queens­
land bPside>s meat, and we do not want to 
have a dispute between the two GoYern­
lncnts. 

Hon. W. H. BARI;F'l: \V c buy large quanti­
tics of goDds from tl> ern also. 

The PREJ'I HER : We do, and wo do not 
want retaliatory measures. I was advised 
tl1is morning f1;om Melbourne that the posi­
tion is a little more hopeful. 

Ho::.;OL"RABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

C01L\lODITY BOARDS Ac;TJ DIREC!Oll OF 
2\1ARKETING. 

Mr. WALKER (Cooroura) asked the Secre­
tary for Agriculture-

" 1. On what Comrnoditv Boards con­
stituted under the Prima-ry Producers' 
Organisation Act is the Director of 
Marketing appointed a member? 

" 2. \V hat was the total amount of 
his foes and expenses paid by each 
such board during last financial year? 

'' 3. \Vhat amount has the Govern­
ment received to date from this source? 

" 4. Has a board an:v power to dis­
pcmse with his services?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied-

" 1. "\.rrmnoot. A therton Tableland 
;,laizc, Korthern Pig, Butter, Broom 
2\1i !let, Canary Seed. Cheese, Cotton, 
Egp-, and Peannt Boards." 

"2. £132 7:!, 
"3. £132 7s. 
"4. No. The Act prDvides that the 

::\Iinic.tc" chail a01)0int a representative 
t) c:tch board ... -" exercising marketing 
1'unctions. This officer's service'"~ are much 
appreciated by the boards. Opposit~on. 
ho\vPver, is smnctimc3 raised for political 
and other re:"ons bv people who are 
rca.l1>' . opposPd ~o ~l1is eyste1n of co­
operative n1arket1ng. 

GoYEHXMEKT Gn.\.KTS TO FAn~IEP.s 0\VNING 
PURE BRED BrLLS. 

'\Ir. WALKER (Cooroora) asked th~ Secre­
tary for Agricnltun-

" In y}cw of hj" tatcn1ent in the press­
of 18th June l st that the Que•enslancl 
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Government had a scheme providing for 
o-rants (limited to £50) to cover half 
cost of purebred bulls. how many 
farrnors received such grants du~ng last 
financial vcar, and what was the total 
amount o{ such grants'?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
tHon. W. Forgan· Smith, Mackay) replied-

" Twenty-one farmers; £497. It is 
hoped that incn1asod numbers of dairy 
farmers will take advantage of the 
subsidy available under this scheme, now 
that there arc prospects of a return to 
normal seasonal conditions." 

APPEALS AGAINST STAFF ARRANGEMENTS IN 
TAXATION DEPARTiliENT. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggcra) asked the 
Treasurer-

·' 1. How many appeals, showing also 
the number of pu,ons concerned, have 
been lodged in regard to certain recent 
staff arr.1ngcments in the Taxation 
Department of the Sta to public service'! 

" 2. Ha.s he any cognisance of the 
extraordina!'Y state of affairs which has 
arisen in regard thereto'! 

" 3. Is it intended to apply the same 
principle which has caused such appeals 
to be lodged throughout tlw whole public 
service, whether it is allegedly u techni­
cal or scienr;ific occupation or not? 

" 4. \Vi!! he lav on the table of the 
House a copy of "the agreement b~tween 
the Con1missioner and the union?'' 

The TREASURER (Hon. \Y. McCormack, 
Caints) replied--

"1. Forty-eight officers have lodged 425 
appeals against the promotions of thirty­
eight other officers. 

"2. No. 
"3. Qualifying examinations are held 

in connection with many positions in the 
public service. ThD principle wii! b0 
extended to other positions if deemed 
desirable. 

" 4. The minutes of the conf.crenco 
between representatives of the Public 
Service Comn1issioner, the Commi&sior.er 
of 'l'axes, and the State Service Union 
may be peruc.cd by the hon. member at 
the Public Service Commi ,oioner's D8part­
ment." 

WATERSIDE STRIKES AT K ORTHERN POR1S AND 
Los,ms CAusEn 'I'rlEREBY. 

Mr. S\VAYKE (Jfirani) asked the Gccro­
tary for Labour and Industry-

" 1. Has ;1is attention been drawn to 
the fact that he was mistaken when 
answering my question on the 2210d-ho 
denie·d there had been a strike at Korthern 
ports-as the industrial magistra~e at 
Bowen decided there had been an iilcgal 
strike in connection ,vith the loadmg of 
the ' Port Piric' ? 

'' 2. Is he aware that-(a) after waiting 
for three days that veo.,el had to sail, 
leaving behind a quantity of sugar and 
meat, and that, .althoug-h the shipowners 
were compelled to pay wag·es for two 
hours durjng which no work was Jonc; 
(b) no penalty was enforced on those 
whosP illegal action ha-d caused co-c1sider­
ablo loss through preventing the shipping 
of a large quantity of primary products'? 

"3. Is he aware that at Cairns, owing 
to a dispute between different gangs of 
'vaterside workers, no cargo vvas loaded 
on various ships for two days, and tuat 
for a week su bseqqcntly the work on tho 
wharves was only partially done? 

"4. Has it escaped his notice that the 
stoppages of work in field, factory, and 
amongst transport \Vorkers which arc con­
stantly recurring- during the busiest sea-
5ons cause an enormous addition Lo the 
costs of production. In the case of cane 
growers, estimated to amount to ls. per 
ton, or upw'1rds of £200,000 annually? 

" 5. Has he power under existing legis­
lation to prevent this constant harasoing 
of ind.ustry? 

" 6. If so, will he take such stcj)S as 
may be necc~sary to protect the public _in 
cases where a monopoly of some essentml 
service is grante-d to a limited number of 
individuals, ar..d, through refusal on their 
part to carry on the work they have been 
given the sole right to perform, heavy loss 
is caused to the whole community? 

" 7. If not, will he introduce legisiation 
for the purpose 'I 

" 8. Is he awa-re he -was in error when 
informing me that the seamen were under 
Commonwe"lth jurisdiction at present. as 
having incurred the cancellation of rheir 
award they am supposed to be working 
under' an agreement with the ship­
owners?" 

The SECREL\RY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich) 
replied-

" 1. The hon. member is not correct in 
his ac:crtion. In mv answer to his ques­
tion on the 22nd, I stated that the P.egis­
h·ar had not been notified under section 
65 of the Industrial Arbitration Acts, and 
in doing so dealt specifically with Cairns. 
At tho time, when replying to thP hon. 
member's question, the Industrial Regis­
trar had not received a renort from the 
Bowon magistrate. .. 

" 2. The report of the industrial magis­
h·ate at Bm• en, which only reached the 
Industrial Registrar on 24th instant, 
states that the magistrate found that the 
waterside workers' refusal to work 
amounted to a strike, but he also found 
that the shipping companies had wrong!,'\ 
dismissed certain employe<' two hours 
before thev were entitled. to, and he 
ordered th"a t the men so dismissed be 
given bvo hours' pay. The prior illegal 
action of the shipping company w" the 
eau e of <he men ceasing work. The 
hon. member should know that it 1' not 
open to ::tny magistrate to in1pose a 
penalty for a breach of the Act unless a 
complaint is made in accordance with the 
mlc•; of court. It was always open, and 
is still open, to the shippir:(C company, who 
were tho aggrieved party, to mako such 
a complaint if they wish to prosecute the 
"·atPrsjdc workers. 

" 3 and 8. As I previously stated to the 
hon. n1e1nbcr, tbo union executive at 
Cairns and the majority of the mc:-nbers 
at all times offered for work, and did 
work. \Yheneycr the scmnon, wbo are not 
wbjcct to any award of the Board of 
Tra-de and Arbitration, supplied 'team. 
I am still not aware that I was in error 
in informing the hon. member that tlle 
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seamen were under Commonwealth juris· 
diction. Surelv the fact that the Com­
monwealth -Ccurt cancelled their award 
,.,haws that they are under Commonwealth 
jurisdiction. 'I would be vcn loth to 
state that the Commonw~alth Court had 
exceeded its iuriscliction in dealing with 
the seamen. Does the hon. member ask 
that the State attempt to override the 
Commonwealth and restore an award that 
the Commonwealth Court saw fit to 
cancel? 

"4, 5, 6. and 7. There is ample pro­
vision under the existing legislation for 
employers to prosecute employeu \vho 
take part in unauthorised strikes if thev 
so desire. Th<' Arbitration Court or 
industrial magistrates endeavom· at all 
times to use eonciliatorv methods to ~cttle 
any dispute or impcncl.ing dispute, It is 
hard to undcl·stancl what the hon. member 
c1csirc•s to convey. Is he anno'"'-ed because 
the court has· been able to arrange 
resumption of work \Yithout any pro­
longed stoppages?" 

l'\L'TISFS A:\D l\IASSEDlS REGISTR\­
TIO:\ BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, 1/mu•t .lloroan): I beg to move-

" That th0 Hous0 will. at its next sit­
ting, roooln> itself into a Committee of 
th0 Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of illtroducing a Bill to make pro­
yj,<i?n fer the training, qualific 1tion, and· 
regiE't.t.Jt1on of nurses and n1n\O;,seurs; and 
for other purposf·-5." 

Question jmt and passed. 

TR~\FFIC .\CTS A:.VlEND::\lEl\T BILL. 

I"<TTIA nox IN ColiDnTTEE. 

(Jfr. l'oi/orl.·, CJrcoory, in the chair.) 

Tho HO::\IE SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford . • 1Iount "lloroan): I beg to move­

" That it i' desirable that a Bill be 
intrndueed to amend the Traffic Acts, 
1905 to 1916, in certain particulars." 

The Bill is wrv short. It deals with 
breaches of the TraHic Acts in relation to 
tlw penalties to be imposed for the offence 
o[ being found drunk in charge of motor 
ears. (Hear, •hear !) At prPsent magistrat<'S 
fine such off0nders. and we have c3ses whore 
there has been mor<' than one offence com­
mitted h:v the same perun. The magistrate 
has always had power to suspend the license, 
but I do· not think thes0 powers arc suffi­
cient. T'ho Con1n1ission of Police has taken 
power by regulation to the samn effect~a 
cumbersome method-but it is no·• proposPd 
by this Bill to increase the pcn~lties for 
that particular breach, and in respect of 
other breaches to provide pcnalti0s which 
are not already laid -down specifically in 
th0 Acts. 

It is fm·thcr proposed to provide• that, 
\vh0n a person is twirc found guilty of boing 
in charge of a car while under the influence 
of liquur to such an extent that h<' is not 
able to control the car, ·l1ie license shall be 
automaticallv cancelled for [,, clvc months. 
and the magistrate shall b0 able to scntcHcc 
him to a t('.r P of irnprisonn!ent not excf'cl1-
ing three months 

Mr. MOORE (Aubiony): I am rather dis­
appointed to find that this Bill is onl:v 
designed to scrYc one purpose. Such a lot 
of contention has been raised lately about 
th0 Traffic Acts that I thought it "as going 
to be more comprehn1sive than it is. 

The Ho:;m SECRETARY : Most of these things 
can be done by regulation. 

Mr. MOO RE: I do not know that they 
can. For in•tance, there seems to be a doubt 
whether fruit harrows can be controlled bv 
n :;ulation. \V c do not know what Act they 
coinc undeJ', The Committee of Direction 
seems to have them under its control to a 
certain extent, and I thought this Bill was 
going to make it possible for the Brisbane 
Citv Council OJ' t·he Government to control 
them. It seems rather extraordinary that 
w<C should ha,-,• dual or even treble control 
in the Greater Brisbane area in such matters. 
\Vc have the Committee of Direction licens· 
in er fruit barrO"\\'·J in certain streets against 
th~ wishes of the Brisbane Citv Council, and 
without any control at all b:v the po:ice. 
Then we ht~Ye tho parking regulu.tions, and, 
although thn police are; expected to enforce 
the Traffic Act. th0v have no voice in con­
nection v.it:J the rc·gulations under which 
thcv n,rc to work in conn0ction with the 
pm;bng of cars. I naturally thought that 
the· object of the motion would be more com­
prehensive. I admit _that it is a v~ry 
serious offence to permit drunken motonsts 
to be in charge of vehicles. They arc a 
menace to Hw public and to the motor 
indu~try. 

There o,rc manv diHiculties in conn ction 
\\ ith traffic matt.crs in the Brisbane area 
to-da~-. and, although tho l\Iiniste-: says the:v 
mig-ht be altered bv r0gu!a twn, there 
app<'ars to bn consider:tble difficulty in 
~ccnring suitable rcgulahons. There does 
not appear to be the requisite power g-rant<'d 
i'1 )ropor dir<'dions; the trouble apparently 
being clue to divided control. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: The question of 
''·)1Jetv zone:-; ]-; 3, contentious matter, but 
that~ cm be d(•alt with by means of regu­
latien. 

::\l[r. MOO RE: The control 6f barrows and 
matters rela6ng to parking are two Yery 
burnin5 questions. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY: vVe ha Ye control of 
r;arking. 

Mr. MOORE: The 11inister may m~- th_at 
the Government have control; but. the Ens­
banc Cit:v Council seem to be rather at sea 
a· to whether thev have direct control or 
not. There is nothing definite to indicate 
whctheJ' the narking regulations are to be 
eJ,forccd by the police, or whether the Coun­
cil should emplov their own inspectors. In a 
place like Bris.ba_n~. w_hcre tt:alf~c control 
presents som0 rhffieultJcs, prmcJpally on 
account of congestion, it should be mad_e 
ab<olutely definite what is legal and what IS 

not · whether certain matters are to be 
ncc~mpli,hcd b"- regulation or by Act of 
Parliament; and "hctlwr they arc to be 
<'nforcf'd h,- the police or by som,c ot~er 
e.nthority. \Vc should he.vc so'1w dofimte 
umlcrstanding rather than continue the 
prrscnt loose n1ethod of control. 

::\Ir. KERR (Rnn(!(!C1'Cl): I strongly support 
t.lw r<'mflrks made b:c the Leader of the 
Opposition. To-clay·. thc'rr> is considcrabl~ 
n1isconception rcspcchng '..cts of Parhan1ent 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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dealing "-ith traffic matters, and unques­
tionabl;· the present law requires a good deal 
of clarification. 

The Traffic Acts pro,-irk for the imposi­
tion of fees and for charges in connection 
with licenses, registration, and permits. 
There is also prO\·ision for the imposition of 
licensing and other fees in connection v.;lth 
ht. avy Yt:hidPs, and, in additio·n, tho Main 
Roads Doard provir1cs a. sc·hedule of fees. 

It is n1v intention to n::ove an amendrnent 
to tho molion with a viP-~ to s0curing a more 
comprehensive Traffic Act than •.eo have 
to-rl.ty. The first Act was introduced in 
1905, since "''·hen very few amrcndmcnts have 
been made. Xcce"ary ame1 dmcnts of h>iffic 
laws have been acconq)'li hul through a nunl­
ber of other Acts of Parliament, and the 
Committee to-day should give this matter 
serious consideration \Yith a view to securing 
a more comprehensive Act dealing wir·· 
traffic mattere particularh in the 0itv of 
Bri.~bane. I beg to mo·n, the follo\ving 
amcnd1nent :-

" Omit the words-
' in certain partic~llars.' " 

The motion will then read-
" That it is desirable that a Bill bo 

introduc, d to amend the Traffic Acts, 
1905 to 1916." 

To-dav the Commi·,sioncr of PD!ice rs 
authorised to perform certain duties and to 
administer the Act; but there is a contro­
V<'rsy between the Bri,banc City Council and 
-tho Home Department as to certain phases 
of traffic control in Brisbane. The time is 
fast approaching when the Brisbane Citv 
Council will require grc:tter control over 
traffic matters than they po.ssess to-day. 

'rho HO~lE SECRETARY: \Ye could give them 
complete control. 

M,·_ KERR: No doubt the hon. gentleman 
would be willing to grant them complete 
control pro,-ided they contributed to·1·ards 
the ('{)St of the services rendered bY the 
police. It has always been the polrcy of 
the Government to shift theit· responsibilitY 
in connection with expenditure to some othe;· 
body. In passing, we ·have a typical 
Bxanoplc in the hospit:d tax of what the 
Gon·rnment lnvo done in this connection. 
By- tlwir kf!islniion affecting- hospitals thev 
have divcrtPd the taxation for those insti­
tutions from the revenue of the SLtto to 
the land. 

'I'ho HmrE SEC!i>:T.\RY: They have done 
nothing of tho kind. 

:\fr. KERR. : A tax for the upkeep of hos­
pitals has bt-en placed upon the local 
.D,uihoritics. 

The IloiiiE SECRETARY: :'\o. 'I'he GD.-crn­
ment arc responsible. \Ve provide a subsidv 
for the hospitals. 

::.Ir. KEHR: The hon. ,-entleman knows 
that the subsidy for hos'ilitals 'has been 
rPducod con idorablv --·ince -a number of hos­
pitals Wd'e clistrictisod. At one time . the 
Government proYided subsidy to the extent 
of £100,000 per annum for the upkeep of 
hospital'; but to-dav that amount has 
dwindlecl down to ab'out £75,0DO. Who is 
r·a: ing tlw clitterence? Proceeds from the 
" Golden Cask,,t " and lhe local authorities. 
''I'hat is some r0lief to- the Treasurer. To-dav 
the GoYernmcnt are ready to concede to 
the Brisbane City CDuncii the control of 
il:ratlic in the city area proYided it pays for 

[Mr. Ke1T. 

the sPn-iccs of the police. Thoro might be 
something in that argument if the whole 
question wrrc exa1nincd. Tho owners of 
rnotor vt:hiclc"> in Bris1 Ja\lf' to-day arc pa,y­
ing ('xorbitant fees; and, if tboso fees were 
allotted to the centn<; whore they arc col­
lected. the Brisbane Citv Council \YOUld be in 

pDsition to pay for .. the services of the 
)Jolice to control traffic. 

The Hmm SEC'RET.\RY: The collection of 
1notor fe0s and licenses does not come under 
the Trallic Act. They arc provided for 
under the Main Hoads Act. 

rtir. IZERn,: I Raid at the COlU11.1f'DCemont 
of my srwech that the various Acts dealing 
with trafTiC' should be thorough!:· analysed 
with a vic\v to cvo1vin0' a 1nore conlprchen­
sive Truffic Act. At the pre~.ent time it is 
difficult to obtain a complete knowledge of 
the traffic laws. as to do so four or five Acts 
.h;wo to be examined. That is the only 
method by which one c'ln "lean who is the 
authority res)10nsible for this or that. and 
'\d1o is ernpowercd to do CC'rtain "\York. It 
i" a nosition which can be easily remedied 
by legislation. 

CPrtain provisions in the Traffic Aot can 
f'"sih- be deleted ithout affecting the Act 
itself because, ns .J, matter cf cold fact, 
they are not being carried out. Provision 
is made under the Tra flic Acts for the 
dosing of rDads by the po:icc and the 
('rection of sign,-<. rrlH'Se provisions Ulight 
vcrv easilv be deleted and these powers 
placed un;ler the control of the Brisbane 
City Council OJ' the !oral authority interested. 
The police have nothing '·'·hatevcr to do 
\Yith thDsc duties; still those provisions 
remain in the Act. 

'rhere are other matters which might very 
well be deleted in order to perfect the legis­
lation. For instam c, the Traffic Ad pro­
vides for the kind of brakes that must be 
used on tra1ncars; and there is another 
nroYision r\ qui ring n1otormcn and conductors 
on tramcars to obtain licenses. These pro­
visions, \Yhich are contained in other Acts, 
ar~ not b~ing carried out, and are, therefore, 
quite USClC~~. 

The frequent controversies which take 
place in connection with our traffic problemo 
disclose the fact that the Government have 
not given the attention they should have 
done to make the legislation understood. 
There is altogether toD much controversy 
in regard to these matters. One controversy 
was in rep;m·d to brakes on tramcars. The 
Brisbane Citv Council did not intend to put 
cc>rtain brakes on their trams. The Govern­
ment had power to insist upcn certain 
things being done because specific provision 
i.s cont-ained in the Traffic Act. There 
should not be these over-riding powers in 
YariDus Acts. The Brisbane City Council 
run the tramwa}s, and, as they are the 
responsible body, such provisions should be 
contained in their charter. 

Another contrDver"y which has taken place 
between the GoYerninent and the Brisbane 
City Council has been in connection with 
motor taxation. The Government some­
how or other are always getting into a 
controversy with somebody or other. 'I'he 
Mayor of Brisbane, ::\llr. .Jolly, had an 
interview with the Premier in regard to the 
matter, and asked for a share of the 
revenue received from motor taxation, which 
is now paid to the Main Roads Commis­
sion. ::\llr. ,Jolly in this connection used 
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a very ~-trong argun1ent. He stated that 
the Brisbane City Council has many 
hundreds of miles of roads to maintain in 
their area of 385 square miles. I believe 
that the.re is collected in motor fees in 
the Greater Brisbane area alone a sum in 
th vicinity of £250,000, aml the ratepayers 
who are ·responsible for the upkeep of the 
roads rcc-ciYe ne part of that sum. 

I have no desire to be parochial this 
1norning; but there are one or two phases 
of this matter that might very well be con­
sidered. Under the Main Roads Act the 
State is divided into three parts, >vhich share 
equal!·; in certain moneys collected under 
that Act. In my opinion the Traffic Act 
might very well be altered so that the Bris­
bane City Council would receive a larger 
an1ount for the rnaintenancc and construcM 
tion of roads within its boundaries than it 
receives at present. It must bo realised that 
the numerous hee~vy vehicles in use to-day 
require ·n1anv factors in road nutinten~nce 
that would n'ot otherwise bo nccf'sary. For 
example, a wider and better road is required 
for hea.-y vehicles, and, in addition to that, 
sharp turns in the road must be l'('duced to a 
minimum. Under the Hca.-y Y ehiclcs ),et 
the fees collected are pa icl 1nto a fund in 
-the Treasury, and that mon<•" is divideJ 
among the various local authorities as the 
Minister decides. The Traffic Act might be 
amended to permit of a number of authori­
ties sharing in this mone:,'. In ="ew South 
\Vales the local authorities hav~ absolute 
control of a certain proportion of the motor 
.fees collected in that State. which in rom:d 
figures amount to £1,250,000. The muni­
cipal authorities also arc compensated in this 
respect; and I think the Government here 
might very well do something to· rectify the 
glaring arwmalies which exist at the present 
time in this State. 

The· matter of the safetv zones has been 
mentioned. and in that com~eetion I think the 
Traffic Acts might be more definite. The 
provision of safety zones has passed the 
c'xperimental stage; they arc an established 
fact in Sydney and Melbourne. I understand 
that the previous Commissioner of Police 
would not agree to the establishment of such 
zones. and that the present Commissioner 
is also suspicious as to their <•flicacy. That 
is a matter in which the Brisbane City 
Council might be given greater power than 
it ha, to-day. Brass tags have been nailed 
down in certain strcds in Brisbane; but 
such a proce(:ding cannot be rcgardod as 
establishing a safety zone; neither can the 
white chalking of the streets to mark safetY 
zones be deemed effective, because it only 
requir0s a shower of rain or the passage of 
" few cars to obliterat0 these marks. ·what 
i.:-'- required is marking tho zonp" with steel 
studs ilrmly embedded m the street·'· Such a 
ptovision is n1ade in ahnost eYcrv other 
;crmntry, and there is no reason why the 
Go.-crnment should hesitate in the matter. 

The HoME SECRETAIW: The Government 
have already agreed upon that. 

Mr. KBRR: vV ell, let us have some legis­
lation to know just w)Jcrc we stand, because 
at the present time there arc too many 
rPgula tions governing th0:;;o n1a tt.ers. 

Anothnr matter calling for attention is in 
regard to the light motor lorries which are 
particularly noticeable during week-ends. 
These lorries. which tru.-cl at a \peed of am·­
t hing from 18 to 25 miles per hour are 
invariably packed with people on h~liday 

excursions, and are fittc,d with temporary 
s,·at.s naih;d for the purpo"c. Whilst I have 
no desire to interfere with the pleasure of 
peop\0 who travel in that way, I do think 
that some provision is absolutely ~e;sential so 
that the danger line is not crossed by these 
lonic, being overloaded with passengers. 
The Government should go thoroughly into 
this matter, because some action in the 
interests o£ the safety of the public is 
necessary. 

'The noise nuisance is another matter that 
wight be ,dealt with when considering the 
traffic laws. Several questions have been 
asked in this House. in regard to noises Cdused 

by traffic, and I believe the Com­
[1'. a.m.] missioner of P0lice has received 

n1any requests in regard to noise.;; 
eausod by motor cyclos owing to the fact that 
proper exhausts are not pro.-ided, 'mt no 
dei!nite action has been taken in this regard. 
I turned up the Traffic Act Amendment Act 
of 1916, in which there is a section which 
provid,., that regulations may be made-

" Regulating or restricting and, if 
necessary, prohibiting the use of noisy 
brakes on any vehicle." 

The Traffic Act <leals with noises caused by 
brakes, but it doe, not go any further; and 
now that we have an opportunity of do;ng 
something to regulate those noises which ure 
disturbing the community, nothing is cion•:; 
I read in the press the other day that in 
Paris a by-law has been framed prohibiting 
motor cars from making a noise between 
certain hours of the night, when peopk are 
allegedly asleep-though I understand that 
many people in Paris get out of their be~s 
at 12 o'clock at night and go to bee\ at 7 m 
the morning. During the prohibited ho':'rs 
they are not permitted to go beyond a sna1l' s 
pace, so that t,hc residents are not disturbed. 
In Brisbane there are more noises during the 
night than there arc in London or Paris. 
The noises in the streets to-day are tre­
mendous, and uo deilnite action is being 
taken to cause a. cessation of these noises. 

I ha.-e mm·ed mv amendment with the 
intention of asking ··the Home Secretary to 
see if !w cannot co-ordinate the legislation 
contained in the .-m·ious Acts so that we 
can make the Traffic Act what it should be. 
It badly wants revision, as many of the pro­
visions are out of date, and there are many 
matters in regard to nuisances that l'equire 
controlling by 1eg·islative action. The oppor­
tunity should always be taken by the Oppo­
sition of putting forward something construc­
tive; and, if the Minister introduced a 
comprehensive Traffic Bill, the Opposition 
would submit amendment' that would be of 
beneilt to the whole of the people of Queens· 
land in the matter o£ traffic control. The 
Home Secretary should bring down a Bill 
to cover all these matters. I have tried to 
show some directions in >Yhirh the traffic laws 
can be amended. and, if the opportunity is 
pro.-ided, I ,hall be prepan>d to move suffi­
cient amcndn1ents to 1nako it a decent 
measure. 

:Mr. MORGAN (Jiurilla): Whilo I fully 
agree with the amendment foreshadowed by 
the Home Secretarv. I think he should have 
gone further. as hirther amendments to the 
Traffic Act are necessary. Only the other day 
I noticed in the press where an individual 
had been fined <our times for dri,·ing while 
being drunk. He yyas not brought up on a 
charge of driving without a license, but he 
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was charged with driving a motor car while 
under the influence of liquor, and it was 
stated by the police prosecutor that his license 
had been cance.lled. I want to know \vhy 
that man '\Vas not also charge·d with driYing 
a motor car without a license. \\'hat is the 
use of merely eancelling a man's license if he 
is aften' ards discovered to have been driving 
a car? The Minister should withdraw his 
motion with a ,iew to bringing down an 
amendment prm·iding that any person who 
is guilty of negligent driving so as to cause 
injury to a person on the road and \vho does 
not stop to inquire into the matter should 
be imprisoned without the option of a fine. 
\Ve should not allow a man of that sort an 
option in any shape or form. \Vhen anyone 
is so cruel as ~-o knock down an individual 
on a lonely road in the suburbs or in the 
country, and does not stop to see wheLher the 
person is injured, there should be no optional 
fine at all when tho polico secure a conYiction. 
The offender should not be allowe-d to '•a v 
whether he will pay a fine of £10 or £20, a"s 
the case may be, but should he given six 
months' imprisonment with the cancellation 
of his lic(•nse for all time. \Vhy has the 
Home Se<'rctary not brought in an amend­
ment of the Act in that direction? Jt is just 
as in1portant to an1end tho Act in.the way I 
have suggested ;., s it is to giYc a 1nagistrate 
the discretion to ~nflict in1prisonnlcnt \\ ithout 
the option of a fine. 

::'\Ir. KELSO (Tunrlah): \Yith th~ Leader 
of the Opposition, I regret very much that 
the ~1ini,,tcr is co:1fining his attention to one 
single phase in regard to the amendment of 
the Traffic Act. Another phase which should 
be dealt with is the registration of barrow­
men. and also rhe practice which has grown 
within the last couple of years of shopkeepers 
utilising a certain portiou of the pavement 
for displaying >,heir good'. This maitcr has 
been thrashed out at great length in the 
public pros.> during the last twelve months. 
\Ve have been told---.and by interjection from 
the Minister-that this matter is in tlw hands 
of the Committee of Direction of Fruit 
.Marketing, and the order of leave should be 
extended to deal with this matter. lt would 
be quite simple to amend the Fruit .;\Iarket­
ing Org-anisation Act as well as the Traffic 
Act, so that thG whole qucc,tion C••uld be 
placed under rho control of the police or of 
the City Council. The Minister oa}. he is 
quite willing to allow this matter to be 
handed over to the Cit) Council if the Council 
will· pay the police. Surely the time has 
arrived when in the city of Brisban,,, with 
such a large volume of traflic as we have 
no\\, something definite should be done to 
regulate these barrowmen. It is a r;reat hard­
ship to men who have to pa' rent :tnd rates 
ard taxes that rhese barrowmen should stick 
th"ir barrows in front of their ,hops ancl 
offer fruit and :>ther goods for sale ou merelY 
paying a license fee. On the face of it, th~t 
is inequitable; and I think the Minister 
would do well to extend the order of leave so 
that the police rather than the Committee of 
Direction \vould be able to control the 
barrows. 

The HOME SECRETARY: You cannot amend 
other Acts under this Bill. 

)lr. KELSO: Surely another Bili could 
be brought in concurrently to alter the power 
nf the Committee of Direction to deal with 
these things. Any Southerner comin.,- here 
now-and we have a large number of 

[Mr. Morga;n. 

visitors-is absolutely amazed at the position. 
Let me illustrate by referring to the barrow 
at the Australian I\'[utual Provident corner. 

::Vlr. HA:\LOX: If you have been in Sydne~-, 
:vou must have seen t;hat it is alive with fnut 
barrows. 

::'I'Ir. KELSO : The barrow at the Aus­
tralian Mutual Provident corner is an abso­
lute disgrace. It seems to be a permanent 
afFair. It disfigures the corner of Edwarcl 
and Queen streets. Go down to Brunswick 
street, and you will find the place a)ive with 
barrows immediately oppos1te frmt shops. 
The men who own those shops pay rates and 
taxes and n~nt, and have a just grievance, 
but nothing is done. The City Council "ant 
to move these bmTm1men, but they ha>·e 
not the authority. The police have been 
asked to move them. but they say they have 
not the authoritv. The Committee of Dnec­
tion, apparently, does nothing. The fruit 
barrow n1ay serve a ver~, useful purpose In 
the suburbs, where it would be constantly 
on the mm·o: hut to allow it to stand in the 
principal stTeots of the city in competition 
with shops 1s unfan to the people who have 
to pav rent and taxes and make a profit. 
The 1-r'tatt or has been discussed in the public 
press for over twelve months, and I would 
('ornmcnd to the Homo Secretary the extend­
ing of the order of leave to dea_l wi.th th• 
question lh nng the progrc'",s of this BilL 

Hox .• J. G. APPEL (1ilbert): I hope the 
I-Iornc Src:rctary 'vill make this n1easure conl­
""n'chcnsiYc. I ·have been using motor ca1:s 
~ver since they wore first available, and 1t 
seems to mo that the question is being ra1socl: 
as to who _is to have control of this traffic. 
I read in the " Courier " yesterdac·, or _the· 
dav before a paragraph in \;hich the wnter 
asl~ed whv' motors should be controlled when 
there we"re straight roads on which, they 
could do 80 miles an hour. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Have you done that? 

Hex. J. G. APPEL: I have not. I c~m­
forrn to the regulations. As we are ha vmg 
this amemlment of the Acts, I hope that the 
measure will be comprehensive. \Ve h:1ve 
to consider the rights of others than 
motorists. Vvo have to consider the way­
farers It seems to me that the people who 
,, alk ~Ion~ our roads now are not considerecL 
The moto~ist appears to have the idca-.and 
I am a motorist-that he possesses the nght 
to the whole road. Tak<> Queen street, for 
instance. There is a certain amount of regu­
lation to-day; but, instead of cars having to 
take corner• as near as practicable to the 
left-hand side, th0v make :1 wide detour. 
Onlv the other day"I noticed again the very 
gre~t danger fro1n such a practice. I have 
discussed thr·se matters with the Hom0 Secre­
tary, and I can only hope that the Bill w1ll 
be a comprehensive one. \Ye do not want 
to interfere with the motorists, but there 
are other people-people who have no cars-:­
who have to be considered also. If there 1s 
to be traffic regulation, then let the reg-ula­
tions he observed. I sug-gest to the RomP 
Secretarv jn connection \vith main roads­
the'' wo"Llld amply justify the cost of reg-u­
lations--that there should be proper regula­
tions dealing with those particular road.s. 
Anything that will regulate this traffic w1ll 
meet with my assent. and I will do all I can 
to assist the Home Secretary m that 
connection. 
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Mr. H. M. RUSSELL (Toombul): I think 
the Minister might accept the amendment 
moved by the Opposition. There is no doubt 
that the traffic probicm is of such an urgent 
nature that it would b0 wise for this Cham­
ber to discuss the whole question in all its 
aspects, without being tied down to address­
ing our attention to the inclusion of power 
to deal chiefly with motorists who are under 
the influence of liquor. While I am sure that 
the Committee is quite agreeable to give the 
traffic. authorities every facility for the pre­
servatiOn of the securitv of the citizens, I 
think also that we should endeavour to 
ascertain whether the present Traffic Acts 
are ample to cover present requirements. We 
know that it has been the custom for the 
Government on n1anv occasions to limit di "­
cussion to a few ~mcndn1ents of existing 
legislation; and times out of number the 
Opposition have objected to what I mig-ht 
term tinkering with the present legislar,ion 
by attempting to limit discussion to unim­
portant amendments of legislation introduced 
from hme to time. Thoro is no doubt that 
many of _the Acts on the statuto-book 1 <'quire 
very serious amcndn1ent; and the G-overn­
ment should bear in mind that they do not 
possrss the whole of the wisdom of this 
Chamber, nor do th('v represent the majority 
of the electors. On that account. I think 
It would be wise where\·er possible to initiate 
discussiOn on cardinal principles rather than 
confine our attention i"o a few minor amend­
ments of existing legislation. I commend 
to the Home Secretary the amendment moved 
by tho Opposition, which will not interfere 
!n any way with his proposal, and probably, 
If we are enabl0d to -cliscuSR the traffic 
problem in its entirety, we might be able to 
suggest amendments that will certainlv 
improve existing legis! a tion. V 

. T<J--clay thoro is a clash of authorities, par-
ticularly between the 13risbaiw City Couneil 
and the Government. The Brisbane Citv 
Council constructs. and maintains many o'f 
the mam roads m Its own area but it has no 
control over the traffic on tho;e roads. The 
control of traffic is entirelv in the hands of 
the police. The Brisbane Citv Council intends 
to submit certain proposals for the considera­
tion of the Government. Those proposals will 
not altogether ccme within the category of 
the Traffic Acts, but arc problems involved 
and very closely interwoyen with those Act.o. 
It would be wise for the Ministet· not only 
to deal with the Traffic Acts but with those 
other Acts. The time is opportune for a more 
thorough investigation of the conditions 
appertaining to all those Acts. I might cite 
the Act governing the Committee of Direc­
tion and the Main Roads Act. Each of those 
mea,ures contains anomalies which should be 
rectified. For iiostancc, tlw Brisbane City 
~ouncil quite :·occntly instituted certain park. 
mg reg·ulatwns. Those regulations have been 
opposed very '>trenuously by a lar1re section 
~Jf the community. The whoio matte~· of park­
mg should be controllP·d by one authorit;:; 
but whether that authoritv should be the 
Brisbane City Council or tbc poliee is a moot 
point. At any rate, we should not have two 
antho;·ities dealing with the ono problem; 
and, 1f the opportunity offered, some satis­
factory settlement of the present clash of 
authority could be arrived at. The council 
is callc>d upon to pav the whole cost of con­
struction and maintenance of the roads in 
its area; yet ~he fees dori ,·eel from motor 
registration ~o to another authority. It 
should be cleci-d·~d whether the Brisbane City 

Council shall not receive a. proportion of 
thosn fc'Ci<. That is a matter which might be 
consi-dered when amending the Traffic Acts. 
Some discussion has also taken place on the 
question of fruit barrows. The Brisbane 
City Council has no control over thorn because 
their licenses are is·med by another autbority 
The whole question of the control of the 
stroeis and the control of the traffic upor, 
them should be placed under ono authority, 
and not be under two or three authorities 
as at present. 

I sincerelv c.uggest that the Minister 
should allow discussion on all those subjects, 
and that can only be accomplished by widen­
ing the order of leave. If that action is not 
taken, then only such matters as are spccifi­
callv dealt with in the Bill can be discussed 
on its second reading, and any other matters 
will be ruled out of order. This is an oppor­
tunity for the Opposition to impress on the 
Minister the necessity for widening the scope 
of this Bill, .enabling hon. members to deal 
with the whole question of the traffic prob­
lem. ln every large centre of populatin;J. the 
traffic problcrn ~s a very pn~~sing one, and. 
it is coming to that stage in Brisbane when 
something very definite will have to be do_ne 
in the near future to deal with the anomalies 
\\'hich exist here chief of which is the con­
flicting interests' of different authorities. It 
n a well-known fact that m the larger centres 
of Australia the traflic problem is a very 
prP"sing one, and it is growing in intensity 
y<'ar by year, and it is diflicult to know how 
to sohe it. The Home Secretary is usually 
Ycrv roasonabl''• and I hope that on this 
occasion }u-- will li~tcn to our suggestion and 
give this Chamber the fullest opportunity of 
bringiug forwar I amendments which wili 
haYo for their pnrpose the improving of the 
present Trafiic Acts. The Minister must 
admit that the proposition he is bringing 
forward will 'lot impro\'e the Traffic Acts 
except to deal with a grievance that he 
considen is not covered by the present regu­
lations. vV e know that a great number of 
grievances that exist to-day can be dealt with 
under regulatio,Js, though I am inclinecl to 
think that we have too much government by 
regulation. It is a pernicious practice which 
should be limited as much as possible, ancl 
one of which the present Government have 
been guilty throughout their career. 

The Committee should be afforded the 
fullest opportunity of discussing not only the 
main principles that may be covered by a 
measure but also the regulations to be framed 
under th'l measure. Very often the Govern­
ment frame regulations which, to my mind, 
are contrary to the wishes of hon. members. 
The Homo Secretary interjected while one 
hon. !ll0InbPrs "·as speaking that n1anv 
matters referred to at the time could ue 
covPrcd by regulation. If that is so, how is 
i~ that the very matter which tho Home 
Secretary is bringing up to-day cannot also 
be dealt with hv regulation? I contend. that 
the hon. gc'ntlei11an has ample power under 
the regulations to deal with the matter now 
under discussiO!'l. 

The I-TOME SECRETARY: That is not so. 

:VIr. H. ::\1. RCSSELL: l}nder the present 
regulations the department has assumed very 
extensive powers in dealing with matters of 
a sin1ilar nature, .and I can s0e no ncce·csity 
for introducing a special Bill to deal with 
the present subject. At any rate, if the 
hon ci'entleinan's contention is correct, why 
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waste tim0 in dealing with that matter only? 
I suggest that c,he Minister should accept the 
amendment, so that there will be an oppor­
tunity afforded of discussing the whole matter 
with the object of impro,·ing tbe existin~ 
legislation, remcrving rnany of the pn:3ent 
anmnalies, and making the legislation such 
that the respective authorities will know just 
where they stand. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Nount Morgan): So far the debate 
has succeeded in ·dDing nothing more than 
disclosing the ignorance of hon. men1ber3 
Dpposite who have spoken. The hon. member 
for Enoggera, fDr example, said that the 
GoYernmcnt asked for constructiyc sugges~ 
tiorLs. \Vhat constructive suggestions have 
we received? 1 tried to tell the hon. gentle­
lnan on three occasions whilo ho was speak­
ing that the ']U8c·tion of safety zones ha;, 
already been dealt with, and that the police 
department, in conjunction with the tram­
ways department, has made provisron for 
saft ty zones at RDma street, the CustDms 
House, and Gray street. It is absurd to 
suggest that Traffic Acts for all Queensland 
shsuld contain the provision of safety zones 
-nd regulations dealing with fruit barrows in 
the city of Brisbane. Not one suggestion has 
been made this morning that is nDt alreadv 
covered by the Acts Dr the rPgulations framod 
under the Acts. To suggest that every detail 
affecting the traffic of Brisbane should bt' 
dealt with under the Bill is an absurdity. 
One hon. member-I think it was the hon. 
member for ::VIurilla--spoke about motorists 
who, having knocked down pL'-destnans 
cleared for their lives; and the hon. 1•1em: 
ber wanted to lmDw w hv t hesf' people arc not 
criminally prosecuted. As a matter of fact. 
they are criminally prosecuted. I mighL also 
mform hon. members at this sta~o that 
'vitho14t passing special lf'gi·dation o on th~ 
matter, the Government have 1nade nro\ision 
under regulations whereby the tail:lighl on 
a J?10tor car must be Dpcrated by a separate 
switch, thereby nlteri ng the ol·d system under 
which a ·driver might switch Dff his tail light 
from the driver's seat if he encmmterecl anv 
trouble such as that suggested bv the hon. 
member for l\1urilla. · · 

At 11.30 a.m., 
The CI-IAIID1A?\: Order! {:nder tlw 

pr-ovisions of Standing Order ?\a. 17 and 
SessiOnal Orders agreed to bv the House on 
26th July, I shall now lea\·e the chair, report 
progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAJR)IAN reported progress. • 
Resumption of Committee made an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow. 

~\DDRESS I::\ REPLY. 
RES1i)!PTION OF DEBATE-SE\'EKTH ALLOTTED 

DAY. 
Question stated-

'· That the following Addres• be pre­
sented to the G-<wcrnor in reply to the 
Spec::h dcllvered by His Excellency in 
Dpenmg th", the third session of the 
twenty-fourth Parliament of Queens­
land:--
·'May jt please Your Excellency,-

" _vVe, His Majesty's loya.l and dutiful 
subJects, the members of the Legislative 
Assembly o! Queonsbnd, in Parliament 
assembled, desire te> assure Your Excel­
lency of our continued loyalty and affec-

rMr. H. M. Russell. 

tion towards the Throne and Person of 
our :i\:Iost Gracious SDvereign, and to 
tender our thanks to Your Excellency for 
the Speech with which vou have been 
plpascd to open the prese.nt session. 

" The various nlCasures to w-hich Your 
ExcellencY has referred, and all Dther 
matters that maY be brought before us, 
will receive our·· most careful considera­
tion, and it will be our earn<·st endea­
vour "' to deal with them that our 
laboctr' mav tend to the adYancement 
and proqo01;ity of the State" -

On which :Ylr. MOORE (Aubigny) had 
moved--

" That the question lw amended by the 
addition of the following words :-

' but vve desire tD inform Your Excel­
lencv that the Government does not 
poF•.'ms the confidence of this House.' " 

Mr. FRY (J{w·ill,·a), continuing, said: 
The Govc rnmcnt in the past attributed 
th<' unemployment to the drought; after that 
to motor cars; and ne>w to the tariff. I 
ar11 a bigh protectionist, and always 
have bof'n. I belil•vc that we must protect 
our young industries ag;ainst competition 
from the outside world; but I cannot agree 
that protection is the cause of so much 
unemployment, and I challenge anyone to 
prove that to be so. They macr 
anert it but there is no proof adduced 
to show 'that that is so. The tariff applies 
<'qnally to each State. of the Commonwealth, 
and a comparison will ohow a great deprc­
ci,,tion of Queensland industries, not beea~se 
of the tariff, but because of the compctrtwn 
of southern manufacturers who arc able to 
produce cheaper _than the _quef''lsland manu­
facturPrs. \Vas It the tanff that ca_used the 
failure of ihe State enterprises whwh were 
launched under Government supervision 
under tho most favourable conditions, as they 
pa1d no taxation and were relieved of 
lar"'e inter<'st pavments? \Vhat caused their 
failure? Was it the tariff? Ko! 

Mr. CoLI.INS: Five out of ~even State 
enterprises arc a success. 

l'vfr. FRY: The hon. member should know 
that his statement is not correct; at a later 
stage I shall go into details. ·within a period 
of tPn vears the State enterprises have lost 
nearly 50 per cont. of the mpital. inyested in 
them. If that is success, then that IS a so~u­
tion of the unemployed problem .. The po!Jcy 
euunciated bv the Labour Party lS caiculatcd 
tD destroy .. private industry and cause 
unemployment; and apparently _the St.ate 
<'nterprises ha vc don<' thmr work m helpmg 
to destroy industr:-· and create unemploy­
ment. 

The State enterprises have been a financial 
failure and that has not been caused by the 
oporat;on of cht' tariff, but by comi1tions 
brought about b:~· the administration of the 
Govcrnrnent. 

Let me compare the mm·cments in industry 
in the States on the eastern border of Aus­
tralia-Ouecnsland. l\'cw South \Vales, and 
Victoria" Thcv all work under thP same 
tariff:~ • 

MOVEMEXTS IN Jxm:STRIES FRO}! 1914 TO 1926. 

Sawmilling rlnrl Joinery Estabz,:shme'lts. 
New South Wales (increase) 254 
Victoria (inc,.caso) ... ~5~~ 
Queens land (increase) 4 
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In Queensland, where we have got ctll the 
timber, sawmills and joinery works haYCJ only 
increased by four. 

lronl!vr;J·ks and Foundries. 
N cw South Wales (increae.e) 214 
Victoria (increase) 176 
Queensland (decr,ease) 39 

Confectioner:;. 
N cw South \Yales (increctse) ~ ~ 
Victoria (increase) 82 
Quccnsland·~l\o increase. 

Tr ool, Cotton, and 'l'u·cccl },f:lls. 
New South \Ytdes (incru,se) 
Yictoria (increase) .. 
Queensland 

3 

Hoot and Shoe Factories. 
New South Wales (increase) 534 
Victoria (increase) ?[;() 
Queensland (increase) [, 

Clothing Factori.·s. 
New South \Vales (increase) 57 
VictoTia (increase) .:17 
Queensland fdeCl·ease) ~ 

Furr.iture and Ca'binet·making Facton·· ?. 

New South Wales (increase) 84 
Victoria (increase) .. 141 
Queensland (increase) ](, 

That decrease :n the number of factories m 
Queensland. means a consequent dccroase 1n 

the number of employees. 
In the three years from 1924 to 192'7 the 

value of the output of factories in .ill the 
:States was-

New South \Vales (increase) 
Victoria (increase) 
South Australia (increase) 
Western Australia (increa,e) 
Tasmania (increase) 
Queensland (clecrease) 

£ 
19,653,171 
9,220,553 
4, 734,476 
1, 742,373 

262.D41 
7,814,863 

Then take the factory production increases 
per head of the population from 1914 t.o 1927 
-that is, the perind covering the Labour 
reign in Queensland :-

New South 'Wales, £40 Os. 3·d., showin;; 
an increase of 110 per cent. 

Victoria, £39 15s. 10d.., showing· an in­
crease nf 115 per cent. 

South Australia, £35 8s. lOd., showing 
an increase of 119.2 per cent. 

\Vestcrn Australia, £21 lls. 3d., shmYing 
an increase of 108.9 per cent. 

Tasmania, £19 Os. 5d., showing an in­
crease of 101.6 per cent. 

Queensland, £7 6s. lOd., showing an in-
crease of 19.5 per cent. 

That is under the same tariff, but under 
diff~rent Governments. That is wherP our 
trouble comes in; and that is one ol the 
arguments in favour of the adoption of the 
no-confidence motion of the Leader ,,[ the 
Opposition. The operation of the tariff has 
nothing to do with the great differenc~s 
betweQn the States on the eastern bordm of 
Australia. If we were cornparing \Ye;;;tern 
Australia with Queensland, it might have 
some bearing because of location and 
\Vestern Australia's isolation. 

Let me mention an impartial bo·dy of men, 
whose sincerity cannot be questioned. A 
deputation from religious bodies waited on 
the Premier on 16th March last and presented 

tu him a carefu'lly drawn·up manifesto. It 
was the first occasion on which the heads oi 
Christian bodies in this State had combined 
on anv social 'JUCstion. Thcc,c bodies preach 
tolerance and love, and inculcate the brother­
hoo-d of man, and they are all deeply 
impressed by the regrettable unemployment 
existing in our 111idst. Kobody knows n1oro 
about the unemployed. que'·tion than the 
heads of religious bodies, who are cont111uaJly 
in the home, of the people, and to whom the 
people always go for relief. The deputation 
consisted of the official representatives of all 
churches-Protestant and Homan Catholic. 

The Catholi< " Age" of Saturday, 24th 
March, 1928, under the caption " Industrial 
Unrest," printed the following article:-

" Beeausc the authors of the mani­
festo declared that industrial strife was 
the crruse of much unemployment and 
suffering at the present tirne, an evening 
paper that professco; to champion the 
rights of the worker questioned the fit. 
ness of Churchmen to deal with such 
matters at all and regarde-d their treat­
ment of the vchole subjc.;t as superficial. 
It V!Olllrl be useless to remind a pre· 
judiced pre'9 that it is not the first 
time that Churchmen have not onlv dealt 
ably with such matters but intervened 
suc•,essfull~· and generally on the side 
of the worker. 

" Industry is all right and the workers 
are all right; but those who hobble 
both with unn'asonnblc laws and restric­
tions arc all wrong. That is the ver:;· 
thing that has been done in Queens'land. 
\Vill the writer in the Labour pr'"·S tell 
us why it is that indur•try in Queens­
land has been "aning whilo our popula­
tion has boon increasing? \Vhere are 
the fa dories and workshops we should 
have? ·where has been the establishment 
of new industries or the expansion of old 
ones? \Vhere do we see development of 
our o\vn nai,ive industries? For instance, 
to·day in Queensland mining is prac­
tically dead. Who killed it? Who or 
what has been re,pon,ible for killing the 
tanning industry? \Ve und0rstand that 
some tanneries have gone out of exist­
ence altogether and others are dying. 
There was a time when boot factorice 
flourished in Queensland. They do not 
flourish to-day. America comes in and 
at a swoop purchases all available hides. 
with a consequent rise to the working 
man's family of abcmt 5s. a pair in 
boots. Will the enlightened leade1; 
write1· of the Labour press tell us that 
the tanners a re responsible for this·: 
And, as we believe he must admit the 
fact of the depression if not the death 
of the industry, will he analyse the 
mattc1· and put his [mger on the cause 
for )1s? 

"\Ve make bold to say that between 
the laws that have hobbled industry and 
the H"itator who has stirred up indus. 
trial s~rife the working man of Australia 
has been a helpless victim." 

Those arc strong words, but I say the:;· 
are true words. 

We are told about the increase in savings 
bank deposits by hon. members on ~he 
Go,-ernment side, but they do not give 
us a comparison with the other States. The 
savino-s bank statistics show that Queens­
land is in an unfavourable position, having 
dropped from fourth to fifth place in the 

Mr. Fry.] 
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amount of savings per inhabitant, and to 
the last place in respect of the increase in 
savings during the period from 1st J.anuary, 
1915, to 31st December, 1927, the date of the 
last official figures issued. Those figures 
reflect the state of the workers' savings; and 
the Government have been able to bring 
nothing forward to rernove the effect of their 
adions, or prove that the:; have not been 
the cause of the unfortunate position in 
which man:r of their supporters find them­
solves to-day. As the leaders of these people, 
they professed to be able to lead them ·;nto 
a paradise, but they led them into a. prickly­
pear paddock. The people they have thus 
led are realising the d ifferencc. They asked 
for bread. and the Government gave them 
a stone. 'l'he Government have handed them 
a snake instead of an eel. They have treated 
them most scanda\cusly, a.nd they have 
prove<! themselves unworthy of trust. They 
said to them, '·Let us have the socialisation 
of industrv. Industrial strikes and taxation 
all hit the men who deserve hitting." But 
they have found that strikP' hit the wage 
earner, and also that taxation hits the wage 
earner, for, whilst it is levied on industry, 
it is passed on till the wage earner has to 
Jlay it. They ca.nnot get away from tfie 
fact that, whi'll we compare one thing with 
another the tariff is a minor matter in 
compari'son with excessive taxes on indus­
try and strikes. I have compared the 
conditions of factory life in Queen~Iand 
wit·h those existing ,elsewhere, n.nd hon. 
members opposite must admit that the dif­
ference is largely due to their administra­
tion. Unemployment to~day is worse because 
of the policy of the Labour Party. 

Unfortunately, the party opposite have 
drifted, having abandoned the policy upon 
which they came into power, and having 
grasped and adopted the foreign po).jcy 
of Communism, the observance of wh1ch 
will surelv end in failure. \Yith such 
a policy they do not know the direction 
in which they are heading. They are like 
a blind man feeling his way along a road, 
then veering tc one side, only to meet with 
disaster. So long as the Government of this 
State are guided by an evil influence and 
unwillingly led in certain directions, they 
n1ust meet with utter failure. '.rhere can be 
no gainsaying the fact that they are being 
retained in power by the extreme element 
of the community. On speaking to one of 
the extreme individuals in the shipping 
world, he informed me in reply to my remark 
that the Labour Partv would kick out the 
Communists, " Ah, they cannot do that. The 
Labour Party ihave embraced Communism. 
and we are now going to control the partv." 
I told him that his followers would be 'all 
hooted out. He replied, " They cannot do 
that, because we have a grip on the 
strategical positions in the movement and at 
our will we can crush the Labom: move­
ment." That influence is havino- a sei~ous 
cfl'cct on the party to-day. " 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed 'him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. McLACHLA"' l:vi erth1u·): I desire to 
associate my,elf with other' hon. members 
who have spoken in reference to the deaths 
of members w_ho occupied their places in this 
Chamber durmg the last session of Pm·Jia­
ment. I refer to Mr. F. L. :'\ott, the hon. 
member for Stanley, and Mr. John Payne, 
the hon. member for Mitchell. 

[Mr. Fry. 

I was not very well acquainted with the 
late Mr. :c'\ott; but the little acquaintance I 
had with him led me to regard him as a. very 
sincere gentleman, and a man of a kind!.) 
nature-a nature which endeared him to all 
members of the House. 

It was my privilege to be acquainted with 
the late Mr. John Payne for a very long 
time. He was a member of this House when 
I entered it in 1908; and during thP ,,-hole 
time that he occupied a scat in this House 
it was remarkable how steadfastlv true he 
"as to the principles that he espotised. The 
Labour movement had a strong supporter 
in him, his political views amounting almost 
to a religion. I am of the opinion that the 
House is very much poorer by his demise: 
but I congratulate the electors of Mitchell 
upon having sent to take his place a man 
following faithfully in the footsteps of the 
late :Ylr. Payne. 

·with other hon. members on this side I 
am surprised that the Leader of the Oppo­
sition shculd move an amendment of want 
of confidence in the Government. To me it 
appears to bo purely fireworks on his part, 
because the hon. gentleman and those 
associated with him know that thev have 
no possible chance of carrying the amend­
ment. \Yhen one considers the record of 
the Labour Government since their advent 
to power, bearing in mind that we have been 
returned to power at every succeeding g·eneral 
election since 1915, when we were first 
returned to the Treasury benches, one must 
be convinced that the people of Quc~·nsland 
have entire confidence in the Labour Govern­
ment; and those facts prove, at all events, 
that, whatever may be the opinions of hon. 
members cpposite. the people of Queensland 
are perfectly satisfied with the legislation 
and administration of this party. 

In the results of the by-elections for 
Mitchell and Dalonne there is eYidcncc a~;ain 
oi the confidcn~il the pecple han ;,, the 
Labour Government and their atimiuistra 
tion, inasmuch as, when the opportunity 
came, they returned two Labour men for 
those constituencies. The Labour party have 
at all times gone to the people on the plat­
form they stood for, and on <L platform that 
is not in any way hi,dden. They have nEJt 
attempted at any time m· during any election 
to cloud the issues ~ s they affected them. On 
all occasions 10hey ha Ye gone to the people on 
a definite platform, and they were at all 
times prepared to expound its planks. The 
people have accepted thorn as being tn<thful 
and honest in their convictions, and they 
have, as opportu;Jity offered, endeavoured to 
give effect to their platform. Since the 
Labour Party came into power in 1915 hun­
dred of measures ha vc been plac0d on the 
statuto-book, and, if each and every one of 
thorn were analvsed, it would be found that 
they all have ior their object the advance­
ment of the State of Queensland as a whole, 
an attempt to improve the conditions cf the 
people, and an endeavour to make tins State 
what in my opinion it is destined to k·, thG" 
foremost State in the Commomvealth. 

The Governor's Speech was verv interest­
ing reading to me. It shows to th0 people 
who read it what a great Sta.tc we have. I 
was particularly pleased to read in the Speech 
that the Governor has s0t himself the task 
of gaining a ~borough acquaintance at first 
hand of the State of which he i,, Gm·ernor. 
That has been the practice of other Governors, 
particularly his predecossnr, Sir Matthe'" 
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Nathan. ::\at only did Sir Matthew Xathan 
pro Ye a very excellent G.overnor. an~ make 
him~elf thoroughly acquamted w1th 'lUPens­
land and her people, but, since ho left here, 
he ha' prove-d himself to be a very fine agent 
for Q11eensland.. I have read speeches 
delivered in other parts of the world b:y: mm, 
and he has never missed an opportumty ot 
extolling Queensland as. a wond?rful ;:ita to. 
Our pr'esent Governor 1~ follow1?g o~1 the 
same linos, and desires to acquamt lumself 
with the State 'o that, when he leaves l1ere 
and gon to some other place, he will be able 
to speak with first-hand knowledge of what a 
great State Qn·3ensland is. 

The following paragraph appears in the 
Speech in reference to the peregrinations of 
His Excellencv :-

"In my" various tours I have traversed 
more than 12,000 miles by road and rail, 
and the study of the many and varied con­
ditions and mdustries of the country has 
heen of intense interest, while th<l meet­
ino- with the people in both town and 
co~ntry districts has afforded mG the 
greatest possible pleasure. 

" Although even now I am acquamted 
with but a comparatively small portion 
of the State, yet my earlier impre'"ions 
as tD its amazing natural resources and 
future possibilities are more than fully 
realised. The cordial greetings wnich 
have been accorded to me ever•'where 
have ma·de a, very lasting impression on 
me, and the expressions of loyalty to the 
throne and person of His Majesty have 
been universial. I invariablY transmit 
such expressions of loyalty direct to His 
Majesty." 

This is the spirit which should animate all 
·Queenslanders; but, instead, we hear the dole­
ful expre,sions which we have to listen to 
sometimes from the members of the Oppo­
sition, who cannot say onG good \\·ord for 
Queensland. 

.".1r. MAXWELL: They don't traduce Qc~eens­
land at all. 

l\Ir. SWAYNE: Thev have nothing ;;,gamst 
Queensland; it is the administration we 
criticise. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: Poesibly the Opposi­
tion "-re not SO well acquainted with Queens­
land as they :-hould be. This paragraph in 
the Governor's Speech which I haYe rea-d 
clcadv shows that the Opposition have no 
groun"ds for the statem:nts they mak.e, aud 
I will prove that assertwn as I go along. 

Mr. J\1AXWELL : '\V e deal only >vith the 
administration of the Government. 

.".Ir. McLACHLAN: I will deal with the 
hon. member directly. I have listened atten­
tinly to thG speeches that haYe been 
delivered but have not heard one hon. mem­
ber oppdsite who had a good word to say 
for the State of Queensland. Hon. members 
opposite may say what they like, but it has 
been the practice not only of the present 
uccup:wts of the Opposition benches but. of 
their predecessors never to cease traducmg 
Cucen~land. 

- l\lr. ::\hxwELL: That is wrong. 

:\Tr. )IcLACHLAN: Hon. members may 
'"',- thp·; : rCJ attacking the Government and 
n,;t tlw. ~tato; but their speeches prove that 
is not w. \Vhen a man who is in a respon­
sible position will not stand up manfully for 
the State he represents and in which he gets 

his living, he seems to me to be a very poor 
type of individual indeed. 

As another instance of what visitors to 
Queensland think of the State as compared 
v. ith the murmurings of hon. members oppo­
site. I was interested in reading the 
remarks of Sir Benjamin l\1organ, who 
recently toured the State. In addressing a 
meeting of members of the Constitutional 
Club in Brisbane, that gentleman had this 
to say with reference to his visit to the 
Atherton Tableland, as reported in the 
Brisbane " Courier " of lOth August-

" Ho was amazed at the possibiliti<'s, 
not only of that area, but of the whole 
of the districts in the northern part of 
the State. The one-farm exhibits at the 
show demonstrated that in these northern 
areas ten or fifteen different industries 
could be effectively built up, which would 
be able to supply Britain with goods that 
she required." 

That is the statement of a man who just 
casually visited those parts of the State, the 
productivity of v, hicb cannot be questioned. 
ls it any \\Onder that persons who take an 
interest in the State, and who are per­
manently resident within its boundaries, are 
constantly espousing the claims of Queens­
land rather than traducing it? Here is 
another extract from the speech-

" As the result of my visit to Xorth 
Queensland, I shall be able to assure 
those in authority in Britain that you 
can, . without difficulty, increase your 
supphes of sugar to the Mother Country 
by 200,000 or 300,000 tons per annum. 

" An enormous and profitable industry 
can also be built up in the export to 
Britain of orange and lemon juice and 
grap~ . pulp, which we are at present 
obtammg to the ''alue of millions of 
pounds per annum from the Mediter­
ranean countries." 

That is a spirit that should animate us all 
-to be patriotic, and at every opportunity 
~dvertise. our State. As .I said previously 
m this Chamber, we do not sufficientlY boost 
our State. On the other hand the speeches 
of Americans show that thev' never cease 
to find opportunities for "extolling the 
country to which they belong. It is a pity 
that our public men do not more often stand 
up and shout from the housetops, as it were. 
the great potentialities and possibilities of 
Queensland. 

I was pleased also to notice a reference 
in the Governor\s Speech to the traffic 
problem, about which a Bill was sought to 
be introdu_ced thi~ mor!'ing. I hope the 
measure will pronde strmgent pen a !ties for 
motor!s~s who endanger the lives of people 
by dnvmg motor cars when they are not in 
a fit condition to do so. Not onlv are thev 

a source of danger to "themselve; 
[12 noon] and the passengers whom the_v 

may be driving. but they are a 
sc,urce of danger to people in their vicinity. 
I trust the Bill will provide the de si ;·ed 
reform in this direction. 

Anvone who viewo the traffic in the cih­
of Bi·isbane at the peak hours of the da~· 
mnst be convinced of the great difficult:: 
of handling that traffic at the present time. 
Ji'or some considerable time the Brisbane 
City Council has been agitating for the con­
struction of Adelaide street right through to 
North Qua_v. The stumbling biock is the 
railway oHices, and I do hope that the 

1}1r. JYlcLachlan.] 
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Government will eee the necessity of meeting 
the City Council in this connection.. T~e 
building· occupied by the railway ?ffices m 
George street is not a ver;r _Pretcntwu~ one, 
and there is not m·arly suffic1ent room m the 
building tc enable the railway officers to 
currv out the bminess of that department 
properly. Taking that into conside~-ati~:m, 
and the great need there IS for contmumg 
AdPlaide street through to the North Quay 
to pr-ovide an outlet for t:affic, . the matter 
is -deserving of the consideratiOn of the 
Govornmc~1t. 'l'raffic is getting so congested 
that it will not be very long before o:>e-way 
traffic will have to be introduced m the 
Citv of Drisbane. To a certain extent it 
is lieing done now, bccaus~ between 4._30 and 
6 o'c:ock p.m. traffic fiO:mg up El~zabeth 
sh·eet is ecnt round \V !I ham street mstead 
oi turnin.r mto Quef'n street along George 
street. The difliculty of intr-oducing a propm· 
system of one-·way tra:ffic will be yery great 
indeed unloes Adela1de street 16 opened 
throup;h to North Quay, and I hope that w!ll 
bo done before very long. 

I listened very attentively to the speech 
deliwred yesterday by the hon. member for 
Cooroora. In his opening remark~ the hon. 
member i-(ave credit t-o the Oppos1t10n for t~e 
introduction of almost all the humane legis­
lation at ]).resent on the st" "ute-book. I 
know, and the hon. member knows, perfedly 
,,-ell that that is not true. Hon. members who 
~.re sitti10g in opposition to-day are of the 
sarnc pobtical cotour as rnmnbers v.'ho sa~ 
behind the old ::'\ationalist Government, ana 
1 do not think any h ,n. member on that 
side can produce a programme of legiSlatiOn 
submitted to tB.e people wl11ch. contam? any 
of the measures they now clam< credit. for 
until they had practically been forced mto 
passing those measures bv the advocacy of 
hon, members who are now on this side of 
the House. 

Mr. J'I10RGA}[: A minority cannot lorcc a 
majority. 

Mr. McLACHLAN : The minority in that 
case did force the majoritv. \Ve· were then 
sitting in opp-)sition in a mi_nonty. The 
great constituency outside believe-d :n the 
platform we were then standmg for, con­
tained in which were mcasutes such as the 
amendment of the Elections Act. ·workers' 
compensation was included in our platform 
before any thought was given _to it by those 
who were controlling the affairs of govern­
ment in those days, and old-age pens\on.s. 
were advocate-d. 'l'ho hon. member for Coo­
roora takes rr.'dit for the members of the 
Opposition who passed that legislation when 
they wPre sitting on this side of the House. 
ConciliaLon and compulsory ai·b1trahon and 
the abolition of the Legislative Council were 
also in the Labour Party's platform. It was 
only by reason of the abolition of the Legisla­
tive Council that we on this side were 
able to give to th0 people that _measure of 
reform for which they wore lookmg. 

OthN , 'c'ms in the Labour platform in 
those day;;;. were State loans to settlers, taxa­
tion of l[u:d valul's of absentees, an-d a State 
Department of Labour. All these items, 
wh~ch find a place on the statute-book 
to-daY. ere advocated bv the Labour ParLy 
when' a small party in opposition. \Vhen we 
·KPrc ju opposition the pPoplo \vero gra·dually 
oduc 1ted to that stage of de-mocracy for which 
the Labour ]'arty stood, with the result thac 
hon. rncmbc'r5 oppo:;.ite, wl1cn in power, intro­
duced sornc of the n1ca~urcs required "-hich 

[Jir. JicLachlan. 

they would never have thought of introducing 
had it not been for the efforts of Labour 
members at that time. 

I have looked up some old records I have 
at home-I have not got the complete records 
which the Secretary for Public Works has 
collated and indexed-of the doings in Parlia­
ment away back as far as 1899 and 1900. On 
28th Xovember, 1901, Henry Turley was 
a La.bour member in this Chamber, and 
moved a motion in favour of a 1ninin1nn1 
\\age and an eight-hour dav. I suppose thoro 
is hardly a member of the Opposition who· 
would now sav that he is not in favour of a 
minimum wage; but, when Mr. Turley intro­
duced that resolution, a division was taluln. 
which showed that there were sixteen Labour 
members in favour and thirty Tories against 
it Included in the " Noes" was the name 
of the hon. member for \Vynnum, the Hon. 
\V, H. Barnes, who is the only member o_n 
the other side who was then a member of this 
House. He was standing then for the same 
principles that the K ationalist Party stand! 
for to-day. They had never any intention of 
being a party to the in trod notion of. this 
reform, which has improved the conditions 
of the 'vorking 1non. During the same ses~ 
sion, l\lr. Georgc J ackson, vvho was then a< 
Labour member, introduced a motion in 
favour of establishing a Goyernment Depart­
ment of Labour. One would think that, if 
members of the Government of that day­
now the Opposition-were in favour of any 
of the reforms h ich have been achieved, 
they woul-d hav" offered no objection to the 
"'tablishment of a Department of Labour. 
A debate took ;Jlace, and eventually a division 
Wfb taken, the motion being defeated by 
twentv-six votes to sixteen. The rninoritv of 
sixteel1 were all Labour men ; the others all 
Tories, and again the name of the hon. mem­
ber for \Yynnum appears amongst the latter. 

I remember well the ag-itation which took 
11lacc in favour of old-age pensions. I thmk 
that Mr. Georg-e Jackson was the first to 
introduce a motion in favour of the system. 
The amou11t of the indigent allowance at 
that tirrw was 5s. per week-a very small 
arrount indeed. That hon. member endoa­
Youred to haYe old-ago pensions introduced 
a.nd mo\·cd in that direction many times 
in this Chamber from the Opposition 
benohco, but nothing came of it. At that 
parti~tdar iin1e I remember from reading 
thl' debo.h•s that Mr. Foxton, the Home 
Secretarv of those daJ s, was prepared to 
incn~aso l'hf' allowance to 7s. a week, but 
he said that the State expenditure then 
would be very great indeed. Th? spade 
work in connection with old-age pensions was 
a li performed b_, the Labour Party when 
sitting in opposition in this House. 

The hon. member for Toowong the other 
dav took credit to the members of his 
:ra;'t> -not to himself, bee msc he was not in 
Par:iarnent then-for ha\·ing introduced and 
pi•sscd tho first \Vorkers' Compensation Act. 
I do not propo-e to qno,tion the fact tl:at 
it \Vaf' a f.O-cal1od Lib0ral Go-\-ernmcnt vvh1ch 
introdur0d that n1ca ,,urc, but it was again 
th<' Lab"ur l'artv y, ho forced the i .. sue_ 
:\h. Andrwv Fi··her. who wa' then the 
Labour l'artv Leader in this Chamber, 
rcpeatPdly arid persistently advocated the 
introductior, of such a BilL and, when he 
ldt State politics to go into the Federal 
I-Iousc of R0prc:::cntn,tivcs, th(~ fight was sb] l 
ran~icil on b7 Mr. Gcorgc R:.'land, who v.-as 
then mcmbPr of this Chamber for Gympie. 
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These were the men who in the early days­
about 1900 and before it-advocated this 
reform, "hich later on a so-called Liberal 
Governmont introduced. The fact rcmrtins 
that, no matter what the pretensions of hon. 
members of the Opposition may be, the spade 
work in connection with all this reform 
legislation was done by the Labour Partv. 
and they hr,d it ia their platfoTm even before 
any member of the parte was in this Par­
liament. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The foundation was laid by 
tlw Liberals. 

Mr. McLACIILAN: It was not. The 
foundation was laid by the Labour Party. 
The first Act may have been passed by a 
so-called Liberal Government, but it has 
been improved beyond all measure since 
1915. The foundation of all this legislation 
was the cgitation of the Labour Party before 
they even got into this Chamber at all. It 
is true that Sir Arthur Rutledge in 1901 
introduced the first ·workmen's Compensa­
tion Bill, which did not get past its second 
reading. It is very inkresting to anybody 
who wishes to indulge in retrospect to road 
tho debates on these measures. 'l'hat mea­
wre did not become law, and it was not 
until 1905 that the fir,t Act of its kind was 
placed on the statute-book. Although Sir 
Arthur RL1tledge introdue&d that first Bill, 
to show l,ow the Government of those days, 
now the Opposition party, strenuously 
opposed reform measures, let me quote from 
the columns of an old issue of " The 
Worker" which I came across recently. In 
an artick on 15th February, 1902, it printed 
" Fifty Reasons why the Electors should 
not vote for Government Candidates." Mr. 
Robert Philp was Premier at the time. 

Amongst various reasons that wcro given 
in that artic:e arpeared the following with 
regard to workers' compensation. I am quot­
ing this to show that, no matter what hon. 
members opposite may say about their prede­
cessors who wore then on the Government 
bencheo;;, acclai1ning them as being in favour 
of ~,yorkers' con1pensation, their actions and 
speeches prove that the contrary \Yas their 
opinion at that pa.rticular time. _\mongst the 
re aeons si a ted were-

" Because they (the then Government) 
are rolontloss enen1ies of workrnen's com­
pensation, and have bitterly t•esisted all 
efforts to protect workmen engaged in 
dangcrow:- cal1ings and to compensate 
the unfortunate relatives and dependents 
of those injured in the course of their 
emplo:·mont. 

''Because tho Government, through 
the Attorney-General, induced Labour 
membRr Ge01·ge Ryland to withdraw his 
vVorkmen's Compensation Bill nnrlcr false 
pretencc·s, pledging themseh·cs to cctrry 
a similar measure. but dropping it soon 
after its introduction. 

"Because, through the foregoing dis­
honourable action. the lflw as to compen­
sation for accidents has been left in a 
condition which practicn..lly penalises 
anyone \\:ho atten1pts to l'('CO\ er darnagcs 
for injury." 

That was the position at that time when 
workers' compensation \Vas being advocated 
by Lahour m(~n1bers sitting in opposi:ion. I 
think it vas in 1905 that the then AttorMy­
Gencral. Mr. Blair, introduced and passet! 
a \Vorkcu' Compensation Bill; bnt that 
measure did not contain anything like 

the requiJ·emc,nts of the Labour Party. 
Even when that legislation was being 
discussed the Labour Party sought to 
have embodied a provision contained in a 
New Zealand measure that a man should be 
paid a certain specifted amount for certain 
injuries to obviate the necc'lsity for an 
injured worker being involved in litigation, 
and in order that he should know exflctly 
what he was to receive. 

Mr. ROBERTS: The litigation continues 
to-day. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: We did not succeed in 
securing the adoption of the amendments 
that we had hoped to carry; but at the first 
opportunity-when we were returned to power· 
-we amended the legislation so as to give 
effect to the views held at that time. 'fhe 
action of this Government has been respon­
sible for a substantial reduction in the rates 
charged by in~urance companies in respect of 
workers' compensation, and the benefits have 
been more than doubled. The weekly amount 
paid to an injured worker has been increased 
from £1 to £2, and a special provision per­
mits of a payment of £4 5s. per week. 

Mr. MAXWEI,L: They cannot got any wmk 
now. 

Mr. MoLACHLA::\f: When a man meets 
with an a• eident when carrying on his avoca­
tion, what<,ver it may be, he knows that his 
wife and family arc assured of some com­
pensation, and that did not obtain when other 
Governments were in power. If a worker 
is kilhed, his ''·idow receive<> considerably more 
than she would have received in days gone by. 

Mr. MOORE: If a son is killed, his parents 
receive nothing. 

Mr. MoLACHLAN: In the case of death 
thP widow receives £600, and in the case of 
total incapacity the injured worker 
receives £750. \Vhen the Labour Party intro­
duced the necessary legislation providing 
for workers' compensa.tion, the friends of 
hon. members oppositr>, through the agency 
of the Legislative Council, prevented ouf­
ferers frotn miners' phthisis from receiving 
the compensation that hon. members on this 
side were desirous of giving them. 

It is no use hon. members opposite 
endeavouring to convince the people of 
Queensland that they stood for a policy of 
workers' compensation. They would lead the 
people to believe that they are the men w!1o 
are prepared to go out of their way to assist 
working rnen and worr1cn, notwithstanding 
that the whole historv of the Nationalist 
Governments in this State and in other State•, 
is just to the contrary. Never have they 
been found E"ponsing the cause of the work­
inr( man until they were forced into a 
position similar to that which they were 
forced into by the agitation of the Labour 
Party in this State on the occasion of the 
passage of the humanitarian legislati-on they 
have referred to. 

In addition to the matters I have men­
tioned, in spite of the opposition thet took 
place at t,he time in the Legislative Council. 
and in spito of the attitude cf hon. members 
opposite, the Government brought about an 
amendmcmt of the \Vorkers' Compensation 
.~_'\et providing for corDl)Cnsation being paid 
to snficrers from miners' phthisis and other 
iioclusil"ial diseases. Since 1916, the year 
aftc'r the Government took over the reins of 
ofiice, about 140,000 claims under the 
\Vorkers' Compen,·ation Act, involving the 

Jl!lr. lVlcLachlan.] 



432 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBL Y.J Address in Reply. 

payment of about £3,000,000, have been paid. 
The measure has given general satisfaction 
to cYerybody. In my opinion the end has 
not yet been reached, in so far as the benefits 
under the Act are concerned. 

The Government are also doing good work 
in both the fire and life insurance depart­
ments of the State Insur.ance Office. I 
obtained the facts I have quoted from the 
office only yesterday, and anyone can verify 
my statement. Notwithstanding that we have 
definitely proved that those reform measures 
were advocated by the Labour Party when 
in opposition, and before they obtained 
power, the Opposition have the effrontery to 
stand up in their places and claim to be the 
introducers of legislation of this character. 
In my opinion, it is unthinkable, and I can­
not understand how in their electioneering 
dpeeches they can lay claim to the credit for 
having introduced these measures. The people 
evidentl:v take such statements at their face 
value, for since 1915, when Labour was 
returned to power, they have not been able 
to convince the people of the sincerity of 
their advocacy, as they have never been able 
to command a majority in this House. 

Mr. MA X WELL: \V c represent 2,000 moro 
<electors than you ·do. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: That is proof that the 
people take the Opposition at their real 
worth. I intend to quote a statement vvhich 
other hon. members have quoted, but I 
believe with the late Hon. T. J. Ryan that, 
when driving home a point, even if it has 
been used on u. previous occasion, you n1ust 
say it over and over and over again. I 
remember reading in the " Daily Mail " in 
1918 the following paragraph, and it is just 
as well that we should resuscitate it at this 
particular time, seeing that the Opposition 
elaim the credit for some of the present 
refonn measures :-

"The Nationalists arc out to banish 
for '111 time the mischievous interference 
of the Government in such matters as 
State insurance, State butcher shops, etc. 
Even whether these misguided enterprises 
be profitable or not in State hands has 
no bearing on the subject. Thcv are 
commercially immoral and anti;J,iberaL" 

The Nationalists of that day arc the same 
class of men who oecupy the Opposition 
beucheo to-day. 'I'his is a statement made 
by their press mouthpiece-a paper that stood 
for their policy in that particular year, say­
ing distinctly what the policy of the Opposi­
tion was. The Opposition may say that they 
would not interfere with lPgislation of this 
character, but the fact rem a ins that their 
mouthpiece, the newspa·pcr that espouses 
theit· cause, stated that they were out for the 
purpose of doing that very thing. The 
speeches of hon. members opposite on the 
question of workers' compensation recall to 
my mind a . meeting hnld in 1917 by the 
r8presentatives of all the insurance com­
pal1ies. Twenty-eight insurance companies 
wore reprosonterl at that meeting, whieh was 
addressed by Mr. G. S. Murphy, who said 
that he had been p•comised strong support 
from financial bodics-Brisbane merchants, 
pastoral associations, and mercantile houses~­
and was uow approaching the insurance corn­
panic,, who had suffered io such a largo 
extent bv recent Labour legislation, with the 
object of st:ocuring their financial co-operatiou. 
'Vhat did he want wil·h financial co-opera­
tion? ""as it not for the 11urposo of defeat­
ing the Labour Party and introducing 

[ilk JlicLachlan. 

measures which would hnve the effect of 
undoing t!H> great work that had been done 
by the Labour Party while in power? Mr. 
Murplw further stated that he had received 
a definite promise from the National Political 
Council t!Jat oue of the planks of their plat­
form was the amendment of the existing 
Insurance _\cts to eliminate therefrom 
Ci-overnment intcrfcrPnce and unfair compcti~ 
tion and control. That would mean that the 
intention of the then Opposition-and it is 
the policy of the present Opposition, too. 
although ihcv try to dodge the issue-was to 
rernoYo 1nsuT-ance fron1 Govcrnrnont control 
a.nd hand it back again to private persons. 
The result of such action would, of course, 
hav-e been that the workers would have found 
themselves in the same position, so far as 
insurance was concerned, as obtained prioe 
to the advent of a Lahour Government. 
The report shows that a general discussion 
followed, and that "' motion to the following 
effect was moved and carried:-

" 'This meeting of Queensland repre­
sentatives very strongly urges that, in 
Yiew of the serious and acute political 
situation in the State, all insurance com­
panies should combine to subscribe a 
substantial sum to the funds of thP 
Queensland branch of the National 
Union, with the object of such fund, 
being utilised in propaganda work to­
wards the eecuring a change of Govern­
ment which must considerably bc•IH:>fit 
insurance companies generally.'~ 

\Ve know that prior to the advent of Stat" 
insurance, the private insurance L'Olnpani(::-; 
charged almost any premiums they liked, but 
that since the Labour Party legislated in 11H' 
Inattee insurance prmr1iums have be011 
reduced by at least 33:\- per cent. If the 
rr,,olution which was carried at the meeting 
referred to means anything, it shows that thP 
desire of members of the National Union or 
National Council both then and now is to 
get rid of a Labour Government so that th<'y 
may put a Government into power that will 
repeal the legislation that has been found so 
beneficial to the groat bnlk of the people iu 
this Stat··, and reintroduce measures that will 
have the baekward tendency that has alway" 
characterised the policy of hon. memb0r" 
opposite when in power. 

I ·desire to make one or two references to 
the prosperitv of Queensland. The hon. 
member for Kurilpa had something to say 
this morning about savings bank deposito. 
and, if I understand him correctly, he said 
that Queensland had the lowest savings bank 
deposits per capita in the Commonwcaltb. 
That statement is altogether contrary to the 
facts, and should not be allowPd to bP 
published without the truth being disclosed. 

Mr. KEi,SO: That is what the Government 
Statistician has shown. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I remember when the 
cld Liberal Government was in power. thP 
bon. member for vVynnum, who then occupiPd 
the position of Treasurer, said that no truPr 
index of our general prnsperity could bt• 
found than was Jisrlosod by the savings bank 
returns. 

Mr. KELso: That is what the Secretary for 
Railways said the other day. 

Mr. McL),CHLA::\': That was a stat0ment 
made by the hon. member for Wynnurn when 
occupying the office of Treasurer under n, 

Liberal Government. I desire now to give 
certain figures which have been culled from 
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the '' "\BC of Quec>nshnd and Australian 
Stat.istic,1." r0lating to tbc 6axings bank 
business in Queensland for the year ended 
30th June, 1926-

£ s. rl. 
Deposits rnadc during· year 24,-1-23.729 0 0 
Withdrawals during year 23,641.166 0 0 
1'\urnber of accounts open at 

end of year 420,9(') 0 0 
Amount to credit at end of 

vear 22,836,910 0 0 
A ~~era.gc of each account 54 5 1 

[12.30 p.m.J 
That co~pares more than favourably with 
the other States of the Commonwealth, as the 
following ta.ble from tho Commonwc1lth 
'·Year Book" for 1927 will show:-

Avera[!C per Sari!I(JS JJank, all Str!i<s of 
Commonwculth /Dr 1926. 

Queensland 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
Westen1 Australia 
Tasrnania 

£ ·'· d. 
54 5 1 
51 0 6 
45 5 11 
44 10 6 
30 13 8 
34 19 7 

Instead of Queensland haYing the lowest 
.deposits per capita in the Savings Dank, as 
t,he hon. member for Kurilpa would lead us 
to believe, ehe has the highest. 

Mr. J\;lOORE: You have taken the depositors. 
Give us the iigures per head of population. 

Mr. J\;IcLACHLA::\f: The hon. member can 
look up the "Year Book" for himself. 

Mr. KELSO: GiYe us the figures for 1927. 

Mr. McLACHLA::\f: I have quoted the 
lotc,t figures available. I want to show how 
the tor,tinuccl progress throughout Labour's 
term compares with the last year of Tory 
rule. The average deposit per head of popu· 
lation in 1914-15-that was ihe vear before 
Labour ca.me into power--wa~ £17~5s. 4d .. and 
in 1926 was £25 19s. 5d. The number of 
depositors in 1914-15 was 229,000, and in 1926 
it was 420,908. Those figures clearly show the 
present po.,ition, and prove that during thP 
time the Ld>our Government have been in 
power Queensland has progressed at eyery 
point. Anybody who reads the histm"· of 
the State during the time the Labour Govern· 
ment have been in power will find that the 
savings bank deposits have increased; that 
there has been a record in dairying : tlw t 
production has increased; and that there has 
been a ~ontinued increase in the gcnetal 
wealth of the State. The people are better 
off now th~n ever the,- were when the 
friends of hon. members o]1positc were in con­
trol of the afiairs of the State. Confidellce 
throughout Queensland in the Labour Go­
,·ernment will again be evirlenced when the 
next appeal is made to the people, and I haYe 
no dollbt that. when Parliament meets after 
the next election, hon. members oppooilc 
will still be gracing the Opposition benches, 
a.nd that the L~bour GoYcrnrnent, standing on 
their record of the last tw.:lvc years, will be 
returned to power with an increased 
majority. 

~Mr. ROI3ERTS (Nast Toon·oomba): It is 
rather amusing to llote the >va:: in which t.he 
Governtncnt, in order to 1nake an alleged 
attack on the Opposition in connection with 
this vote' of want of confidence, go aw"ty ba.ck 
to the dark ages. The Secretary for Public 
V.'orks yesterday went away back to 1895, and 

1928-2£ 

the hon. gf•ntleman who ha just resumed his 
scat has told us of incidents th>Lt happened 
in 1902. and then he took the unction to his 
son! that the La.bonr Government wel'O 
a.uswcrablc for all the hum:tne legislation and 
for everything that had been done· to build up 
QuecnslP"'nd. 

I wish to devote some attention to the 
remarks made by the hon. member for 
'\lerth"d'. The hon. member says. "\Ve, the 
GovernlDC'll1 ; we, ihe Labour Party; v\re, 
the :'locialists of Queensland, are responsible 
for the granting of old-age pensions." 
.\s one of who "·as jn this IIouso when the 
first Bill was introduced by Mr. Kidston, 
I knml that the Labour Partv of that day 
"ere resp-onsible for the defav of t\velve 
months in pa-.sing the rueasnfe That i3 
jnst how they helped the passage in Queens· 
land of thf' first Old·age Pcnsions Act. That 
>tatcmcnt is supported by the records of 
this House. 

Mr. \YI:'\'T'."'LEY: \Ye got a better Bill. 

1\Ir. ROE<ER1'S: It is all right for the 
hon. mcmb,•r to sav that they got a bPtter 
Bill. They got the Bill which the Govern­
ment of the d''Y were prepat'Pd to introduce 
and pass. There is an election looming a~ 
the preoent time, and we have seen hon 
members opposite, in defence of their posi­
t ion, tncing to collect infol'lnation which 
they dnim is truthful, but the records show 
quite the contrary. 

'Yhat about the Workers' Dwellings Act? 
That Act is one of t ho finest measures in 
the Australian States, and was passed by 
the Kidston Government, and later on 
amended in the interests of the workers 
by that Gm·crnmcnt. Hon. members opposite 
might just as weJJ say that, because an 
hon. member on this side suggests an amend· 
mcnt which is aftcrwa rds 'ldoptod by them, 
they themseh-es are responsible for the 
amendment. They may accept an amend­
ment. hut, in their cleverness, they will give 
no credit to the Opposition for it. Hon. 
tHembers opposite eannot say that, when 
sitting in opposition, they controlled the 
~t_\gi:ilation. If they 1nade a suggest.io'n and 
11 \Yils n good one, the Government of the 
day accepter] it; but the legislation was 
due to the foresight of men like Mr. Kid· 
ston and those who eupported him at the 
time. 

It is quite enough for th0 Govnmment 
to gi>e attention to the problems of Queens· 
land which arc affr>cting ns on disastrously 
to.dav. instead of claiming that they passed 
the Old.agc Pensions Act. Old-age pensions 
are now under Com1nonwc:alth controL 

I hca1·d thE' hon. member for Bowen 
booming up the Government and getting 
react~~ for tho next clPctio~., and saying, "\Ve 
ougld: to ca1·ry the (,Juntry; there ought not 
to be one of i.he Oppo~ition returned at the 
next election. Look what we have done!" 
I-Je ~aid, (,\Ye have increa~':'d tho State 
<'hilclren alloc. "'n~rs." 1t is deplorable that 
in a glorious conntrv like Queensland. where 
tlF-rc ought t~o be 0~ough 'and to sp.are for 
PYrr.\'0!1c. '\YC haYe to df·pe11tl on an Act 
of Parliament to proYide conditions such 
as thesf'. I recognise they are necessary, 
bi1t it is rr<rrctbble that we have to make 
l,rovi~ion for such a thjng. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A:-.ID INDUSTRY : 
Do you want Rtate children to have to earn 
their O'.Yll livi11g? 

Mr. Bober'ts.] 
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:\Ir. ROBEHTS: If there is an hon. mem­
ber in thi,; House who ought to try to do tl;te 
decent th111g, seeing what ho says on a certa1_n 
,lfw of the yveek other than Y\·eek days, rt 
i,; 'tho Secretary for Labour nnd Industry; 
but there is no one more given than the 
hon. gentleman to trying to put into another 
man',; mouth that whiCh he knows that man 
dops not sa,~ and has no intention of saying. 
Anvone >vl1o };nows me-and the Minister 
hir;rself will admit it i[ he is honest ar;d 
honourable-realise" that there is _no one r_n 
this House, no matter where he srts, who _1s 
1rying to do more for the down-and-outs m 
this State and to got a fan· deal for them 
than mvself. 

I can. stand on any platform and say that 
my record is such that I can claim that I 
would be the last to hound down any man, 
woman, or child. Nobody can say that I 
have ever· done anything to ~akc the bread 
out of their mouths. ::Vlen hke hon. mem­
bers opposi to are taking it out of their 
mouths every day of the week. 

OPPOSITIOX ::\IEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

cvir. ROBERTS: "\Vho produced the posi­
tion which gave rise to the demonstratiOn 
in the gallery yesterday? What a stfde 
of affairs have hon. membe~s opposrte 
brought about in Quoensland-tlns groat b1g 
Government for the people! Have they not 
brougi1t about such a state in industry tJ:at 
to-clay I know a r_nan in 'l'oowoomba w1th 
a wife and five chddren who has been nine 
months out of employment, regularly gomg 
to tho labour bureau looking- for a job, able 
a.nd '-':illing to do anything'! Twice his turn 
cmne and twice ho was t-tn'h:~d dovvn because 
lw h~d not got the money for a union ticket. 
I fia \V the labour agent at 1_,oovvoomba, and 
adt!rE"od a letter to Mr. W alsh, the Director 
of Labour, saying, "' Surely \Ye arc not liv~ng 
in a country where a man cannot get a ]Ob 
when his turn comes? " He quoted the con­
ditions. and said that -,o far as the Australian 
·workers' Union were concerned, they allowed 
a member of the union three months to renew 
his ticket, and, if he could not do so in that 
time, that was the end of it. Here was a 
man who was thrown out of >vork at an 
inopportune time. Notwithstanding the big 
wao:cs which hon. members opposite talk of, 
the~ workers have no more money available 
than thov had prior to 1915, and a man with 
a wife and five children does not find himself 
able to put by any more than did a man in 
those days. I remember listening to Mr. 
Lesina, speaking from behind the very seat 
where I am now, quoting exactly what the 
wages were and what it cost to live, and 
showing that, after everything was paid, the 
worker had about 2s. per week more than 
was sufficient to provide him with the orcli­
nary necessaries of life. Is it any better 
to-day? As I have said, this man in Too­
woomba was thrown out of work, and he was 
not able to renew his union ticket because 
he had not got a job, and when the three 
months expired he was still out of employ­
ment and li.-ing on rations. How could he 
get a ticket? He could not sell tho rations 
and get a ticket. 

l\lr. DASH: What month was this? 

.:\Ir. ROBERTS: Last month. 

:\fr. DASH: You are wrong. because that 
ticket does not expire for six months. 

:\Ir. ROBERTS: ·when the hon. member 
asked me that question I thought he was 
rderring to the incident. I ha.-e already 

[ Jfr. Robe1·ts. 

told him that the man has been out of work 
nine months. How could the ticket have been 
in existence iwo months ago? I know hon. 
mem1Jers opposite do not like this questron. 

Ml'. HYNES: \Yhy did you not buy him a 
ticket? 

Mr. ROBERTS: This man was unable to 
get a ticket. and, as a result, he could not 
got a job. T'vice his name _has been called 
in rotation; hy right of havmg been out. of 
employment so long his turn came, and tw1ce 
he lms been turned down. Thmk of the 
wife and <:hildron ! Imagine that man gomg 
out everv dav and his wife asking him, 
'· "\Yhat 1s the [losition? Have you got a, 
job Jack'" Ho says, "1'\o, but I am about 
fou~·th on . the list. "r think I will get one in 
a dav or two." Then in a day or two hi.s 
name is called and he goes up. " "\Vhere is 
your union ticket? " he is asked. " Haven't 
got one. Can't buy it. Haven't got a bob," 
he· replies. Then he goes home aga1n an_d 
tells his wife. Do not tell me that that rs 
in the interests of the State of Queensland 
or that it is in the interests of any country 
that that state of affairs should be permitted. 
::VIr. Theodore made an alteration in his day. 
\Yhcn I put a question to him i1: regard to 
an incident at Rockhf!mpton he sal(! he would 
sec that rnen out of employment, when their 
turn came would receive enough for a ticket 
and tlwn' they could pay for their tickets 
out of their wages. 

Mr. liYXES: Thev aL' given that rig·ht 
now. 

1\Ir. ROBEHTS: It is no good telling m0 
that t.he_v are gi.-en th<tt right. I know what 
rights they havt'. The Governn1cnt h~Vfi" 
made an arrangement with th0 Austr ihan 
\Yorkers' Union that theY shall ha.-P the rw:ht 
to pick the men for ihe jobs. \Vhc;; th0y 
da.im that all men are e(jnal then I ask: 
\Vhat is tlw object of picking !he men' I 
have 'een in Toowoornba the race through 
"·hich the'e mer\ ha vc to pass in order to get 
a job. 

Mr. DASH : A race? 

Mr. ROBERTS: Yes, a race, ,imiln to 
that through ,, hich sheep are passed. l.t_ rs 
a most inhurrHtne picture. On the one srde 
stands a man-big- and burly-a man on a 
good salary-and watches the oth?r men go 
through. "Gnfortunrctelv, the physrqu~ of all 
n1en is not the same; but thrs n1an pwks hi& 
men. Talk about the c~pitalist! This man 
selects the men who he thinks a re the most 
likely to swing the pick best and move_ the 
muck the quick~st. That 1s the pos1tron 
crea.tecl by men who claim that they are look­
ing after' the inte_rosts of the workers. If 
the Go.-ernmcnt strll claJm that all men are, 
cqua 1, then 1vhy. arc these nren, B-orne wrih 
wjves and fan1rhos, not given a cl~ant -~ •Jf 
employment 'i If they cannot do the JOJ:l, that 
is unfortunate; but they should be gJVon a 
chance. But no; the Go.-ernment thorn­
solves arc looking for the big, h0fty chap. the 
cha.p who looks as though he w!ll be a blc to 
mon' the !n·catcst nuant1ty of earth or hft 
the heaviest rail. That is how they act. 

:Yir. SrzER: The Department of Public 
\Vorks does that. 

::VIr. HYXES: Do ;:on r-ngg-est that, if >;­
navvy is required, a tailor should be c:. ::z;Uged t 

Mr. ROBEH/fS: I arn not gDing to suggpst 
anvthing to aocist th:e hon. gentleman: but, 
if ·I can help the man who is out of work, 
then I am going to do it. I am not gomg to 
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permit hon. members opposite continually to 
hoo<h·ink the people of Queensland from the 
public platform by saying. "\f c arc looking 
after the people of QueN1slancl; we arc look­
ing after your interC'sts; we \Yill seo that 
you get a job." If the man out of work is 
a tailor, and is prepared to do labouring 
work, tlwn he s.hould be entitled to the job. 
It is all a matt.e;· of business. I do not 
ask that a man should do a. job unless he can 
do it satisfactorily. I am not a'·king thai 
an unfortunate \Yorkcr suffering from asthma 
should be expected to do pick a.nd shovel 
·c.ork; but I would like to know wlw ho 
cannot get a chance to get a job. I 'have 
soon somP small men kno<'k the bg men 
"sky high" at pick and shovel work. I have 
ecen them do 1m1Ch more in a dav than a 
6-fect man. You cannot always judge men 
b:· their stature. 

Tho Government are a.Iways rncanlngles~ly 
proclaiming that all men should have an 
equal opportunity. This mornint< iho hon. 
Incmbcr for l\llcrthyr ronnnenced his ~p~~ec:1 
by rnaking reference to hon. rnPmbers \Yho 
haJ pa-ssed av~Ety. I haYc a Ycry high opinion 
of the hon. members who h'LYO ptt'sod from 
this Chamber. I fird. met the late hon. mem­
ber for ~.Iitchdl <J.t TownsYille twcntv-thrcc 
years ago, and I had a Yory high opi1\ion of 
that gentleman. In those dtws thf'y claimed 
that men should haYe> an equa.l opportunity. 
To-day, aftPr thirteen years of Labour rule, 
the Gm'ernment havo reached the position 
when they say that all men a1o not equal, 
and all men should not ha vc a chance to g·ct 
a job. 

There is another matter to which I \vish 
to refer. I do not sa,v t.hc hon. member for 
::'vlerthyr was trying to' mislead the House and 
the country by his qnotation,; but I give 
him credit for trying· to get the host end of 
the stick in prcseniing his argument before 
the unthinking masses. 'J.lhc unfortunate fea­
ture of this dohate is the preponderance of 
prova.ganda. 

As I said the oihor day, whenever a quota-
1iDn is n1arlc by hon. n1en1bcrs opposite it 
i·~ quoted in suf'h a way as to giYc a tneaning 
the opposiie io that intended. These are 
the figures showjng the nu1nhor of devositors 
.in the savings bank per 10,000 of population 
JP tho Con1n1on\rcalih-

South Australia 
Victoria 
\Ye,tem Australia 
Xew South \Yalcs 
Tasmania 
Queensland 

897 
843 
804 
676 
665 
490 

Look at the top and bottom figures, and 
'Oll will sec a wonderful comparison! The 
;,Yerag<? amount deposited per -head of popu· 
lation Ll!l to 30th June 1ast-and that is late 
<'m:ngh surely-\;-as: Queensland, £25 2s. 
1d.; ayeraf!e for the rest of the Common­
\Vealth. £34 9s. 3d. 

:\Ir. ::tkLACflLAX: Gin, ns the figures for 
some of the other f\tatos. 

:\lr. ROHERTS: I have given figures for 
the purpose of 1naking a cmnparison with 
thoS<e quoted by ihc hon. nwmber, who tokl 
no that his figures \YCre for 1926. I am quite 
~atisficd that :rny figur(s are correct. 

I wieh to touch again on the queotion of 
what \Ye produce in Queensland. \;<,'c know 
ihat, nnfol'lunatcl\', in this State at the 
present moment ihere are thousands out of 
work. 

Mr. FERIUCKS: Yet c-ou want to bring 
n1C!ro itnnJigrar.ts into A.ustralia. 

::\Ir. ROHERTS: Th0re are hundreds of 
you:Jg QuPenslandcrs who cannot obtain 
\1 or I<, unfortunately, notwithstanding the· 
expenditure of considerable sums of money 
in education in this State bv this Govern­
nwnt and by other Govcrnn1E';1ts in the past. 
In that respect 1ve are in an unfortunate posi­
iion. The thing is to get them something to 
c1 J. I yvas very rnuch interested in a question 
which the hon. member for Sandgate asked 
the Secretaey for Labonr and Industry on 
31st July last rlealing with apprentices. The 
:.iTinister stated that the number of applica­
tions for apprenticeship for the previous 
twch o months was 1,311, and ihe number 
who obta.iwed enmlovmcnt was 526. This is 
a tr~gcdy. Go nn:v,\-here in Brisbane or ju 
uny other city in Queen•,land. and sec, largo 
nnmber' of our youths from the age of four­
ieen up to nineteen years who are unable to· 
find employment. Hon. members opposite 
talk about a register of the number of 
unionists unemployed in Queensland. If we 
had a reg-ister of the youths of queemland 
"·ha haw> not been able to make a start in 
c>arning a livelihood and thus be of som8 
advantage to this Stlilo, it wr;uld astound 
the people, I "·as pmceedinf( home with a 
·"rorking man the other Jay; he was talking 
of the -~ glorious ti1nes" 've hear hon. rrlem­
bers opposite talking about, and he said, 
.. I wjsh '.'/f~ could get back to whf,·e 'Ye were 
priot• to 1914." Then he said. " You know. 
I have t\YO bo\'S at borne \vho bavc been oui; 
of ernplny;nel1t for t·' clvo anrl eighteen 
n1onths respcc-;i,·e1y; and, v.~orsc thnn that., 
they haYe got into !hat state of mind thai· 
ihey think Dad, bPing- the onl~· ,y_,ge.enrncr. 
tJtOuld keep the house going." It is ail 
Yory well to talk a bout wa<res. but we should 
consider them much on the. sa me lines as we 
do a savings hank account; in other words. 
what is the net r0sult after a certain period 
of time? A man mav be entitled to a 
weekly \Yage of £,~ 10~. ; but what is his 
actual position if he can get \York for onlv 
three months in the· year and if, in orde]· 
to got that \York, he is compelled to become 
a member of hvo or three unions? The 
whole position is unsatisfactory. just as it 
1s w1th our bovs. I know that what I am 
about to say 'will immediately call hom 
hon. m<?mbers opposite a statement about 
reduced wagPs, but I am prepared to meet 
1ho posirion if that is so. 

I say quite definitely that the apprentice­
slnp system has reached a stage when it is 
not profitable for an cmplo.l'er to take an 
a pprentir0, h~· reason of the irkson1e regula­
tions and conditions to which he is ·ubjected. 
'I'l1e Secretarv for Labour and Industrv 
knows jnst >~hat t.he rospomibility of a;1 
employer is under the apprenticeship system. 
Only the other day a Toowoomba employer 
telephoned mo regarding a difficulty in which 
he f. und himself with re·pect to his appn•n­
tices. 1'h0sc apprenti<>eR 'verc a ttendinf( 
classes at thP Tcchnir:tl College, but for some 
ri'ason or other-prohablv to suit the con­
venience of i he teacher at the college-the 
class honrs were altered so that the appren· 
ttres had to attend ever:· Satnrda y n1orning. 
Hon. members will realise that induBtrv 
cannot he carried on cffiricntlv when eni­
p1o_yeE>s in an industry cease 'York at irregular 
intervals nt the dictate of some outside partv. 
Somo more convenient method should be 
<tdopted of providing the extra technicaf 
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tuition r0quirr>cl uudeT the apprcmtice:,hip 
t.chen1f~. 

~\notlH•r· matter .,~hich is pertinent to thi~ 
matter, .• !though it is one for which th:c 
Guvernm0nt ate net rcs.ponsible, is the 
defence iruining which apprC'nticcs are called 
upon to undertake throughout tho year. The 
Defence Department insists on apprentices 
undergoing t~'ainlng on a ntunbcr of Satur­
day•,, which has the effect of disturbing the 
<·c·ntinuity of busi1ress operations. This ha 
got to su· h a stage that it might truthfully 
be said that there arc only five working day.s 
in the week so far as apprentices are con­
cerned. 

Tho Sl .'RET.\HY FOR _\GRICULTURE: Over a 
!h-e-year period of apprenticeship the intel­
ligent boy. haTing regard to the wages h<' 
n•ceives, is the most profitable form of invest­
ment to an:, emplo)'cr. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not know what 
experience the hon. gentleman has had in 
apprcnticec;hip matters. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTURE: My cm­
plo~~er made a lot of money out of me. 

:VIr. RODERTS: I fully appreciate all that 
''a; dmw for me during my apprenticeship 
days, and I can recall that there were many 
occasions on which I was anything but profit­
able to my employer, although I alwe . .-vs 
endeavour" I to do my best, just as I do now. 

[2 p.m.] 
Just before adjourning the Secretary for 

Agriculture aliuded to what he called tLc 
great prolit tiHtt was made by the employer 
from appn•ntices. I Yery much regret that 
a gentlcnutn occup:ying such a position should 
make such a wild statement. I know some­
thing of industry, and I ha.ve yet to learn 
of any poec;ibility of making profit, out of 
young· fellows in their apprenticeship. Stat,, 
rne-nts such as that do a tremendous nrrwunt 
of harm, and that is why I refer to the 
!natter. rrhcro is always a. tendency to 
encourage the \YOrk er 1 o belie-Ye he is not 
getting what they call " a fejr result for his 
labour." The ·h·orld i;;; widt.:> and opportuni­
ties exist for men to tra n·l ; and, if a man 
is not satisfie-d and has the rnanliness he 
ought; to hn,vc \vith a. trade in his hands. 
let him do the best he can under the circum­
stances, and look elsewhere for employment. 
I have here the "Daily Standard " of Fri­
day last, in whid1 arc reported some of the 
resolutions which were carried at the Trades 
and Labour c,mncil in Melbourne a few 
weeks ago; <end this is only in keeping with 
the hon. gentleman and the men who sup­
port him. This is how some of them 
talk abont industry. Instead of trying to 
say a 'vonl of on<:ouragen1ent, th(·y arc 
always accueing· this side of the Homo of 
speaking· falsely, of betraying Queensland. 
and of doing things to injure it. It is moll 
like the Socl·cta.ry for Agriculture' and these 
men in the Trades Hall who are killing 
industry in Queensland. If there is one thing· 
that will cal!£P ffiQn to '' f!O slo,,·" and rna.~<."' 
them dis,atisliod, it is the utterances of those 
n1en. 

The SECRE1ARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you 
say I do that? 

Mr. ROBERTS: Yes, I do. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR AGRTCl1iLTuRE : 'I'hon I 
say \ ou are a deliberate, cold, calculating, 
frigid liar. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! I would 
point oat to the hon. member that the 

[Mr. Roberts. 

('Xpt·e·,,sion js unparlian1entary, and I must 
ask him to withdraw. 

The :'\ECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTDRg : I under­
si and the term is unparliamentary, and I 
withdra \Y it. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Instead of trying to give 
a lea•! to th·c people of Australia in ihe 
huilcli.ng up of this grcat State a.nd the Com­
lllOniYealth, thi;:; is what the: sa:y, as reported 
in the "Star:dard :' of FridaL last-

" That· the question of preference to 
Australian-madc gooch be opposed 
bccausn as far as the question of the 
working c1ass is cone~:_•rned it _,,~jll only 
n1eau a longer v;.~orking day and a reduc· 
tion of \\age;;; in industry in Australia. 
The slogan of Australian-made goods 
means that the time must come when the 
Auotmlian worker must fight the \vorkers 
of other competing countries in the 
interests of the newlv born Australian 
capitalists." · 

Here is another-
" Mr. S .. J. Bryan (Electrical Trades) 

eaid he could not underotand \Yhv a 
trade union congress should be held 
if its decisions wen• afterwards to be 
opposed and ignored bv councils and 
unions. Dy the procedl.u·e now being 
adopicd they were bringing about dis­
unity, and if that was to be t.he outcome 
congresses should be cut out." 

Then-
" Mr. J. \V. Rochc (Storemen and 

Packers) oaid that the clisrussion on con­
grc:;s resolutions could be taken as an 
cxprc"sion of opinion by the council. He 
was opposed to the resolution. If the 
\'.-orkcr':' \Vcre going to support the Aus­
trali,1-n-made goods preference, Autralian 
cmp1.oyers would make big profits and 
1vould then increase ihc hours and attack 
the standard of life of Australian \YOrl,ors. 
~'\iter all. it \vas the capitalists, and not 
the workers. who would decide the matter 
of preference.'' 

If anv ar£rumcnt is wan•ed to combat 
~tatt>rncr:ts ~u-C·h as thes(•, it is contained in 
l1w1 la~,t sentence. The. speaker said that~ 
\vhcn capitalists \YCrP making big profits,. 
t i1e, would be able to lengthen the hours. 
T!H~ thing- is ridiculous in the extreme. 
Emplo,~cr; of labour in inrlu~try, by and 
large. han' ahvays been prepared to do the 
fair thing. although I admit that they are out 
for profit. \Yhen I emplo:v labour I want 
lllr'H \dlO ·will earn so1r10thing for Inc. I am 
11ot like t.he Govf'rnrncnt, who have got 
ilw conutry at their backs. I cannot con­
tnnH' to 0n1ploy ruen if they are unprofitable, 
ancl that is t!:P g-t·ncr>Ll position .in industry. 

}Jr. .:rnstic0 I-I1ggins \Yent a long \Yay 
t.J· ·r:.nls crcatin,: unen1ployment \vhen he 
n1::1dt• the U!ernorablo staten10nt that, if an 
iL{~udr,v~ could not pay Ss. a day, it was not 
\--orill can·ying on. \Ye have to recognise 
that in former rhvs that amount was looked 
upon rL~ a. rorrs0nab1e \vagc. ~~Chere aro 
indu::-:lTic•s which it is nec:-,~sarv to carrv on. 
l:ut which cannot p>Ly the rate" of wage "fixed 
1w the Arbitration Court. If we followed 
t!;c didum of 1\Ir. ,) ustice Higgins, those 
liHln,triccs would go ,by the board, and the 
n:~~n engaged thPrcin would find themselves 
cur of cm.ployment. There arc, unfortu­
natdv, some men who arc not worth the 
"\Yard rate of wag<'s, bnt they cannot help 
it, and under our present systen1 they never 
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g.~t a job. I know of men who do not 
\\·ork tv,'o rnonth~ in tho year because they 
11re not up to tho standard required under 
the ruling- rate oi \Yagcs lf such men were 
employed; we would not haYe the regrettable 
position we saw yesterday, and which 'vas 
dealt with in the Brisbane " Telegraph" of 
!his morning. The position is startling. 
Hon. m<ombers opposite talk about decrying 
Queens\a.nd. I am not making uso of this 
quotation for that pnrpose, but to show 
1he deplorable ]J0sition Queensland is in 
after thirteen years o£ Labour govcrn1nent, 
which furnishes ample reason fOl' the no­
confidence motion of the Leader of the 
'Jpposition. The "Telegraph" states-

'' SusrExAKCE PAYMEXTS. 

"Pir1ur'" for Last .July. 
"During the month of July last sus­

tenance prt~·mont frorr1 the Uncn1p1oy­
Flent lnsurancB Fund arnounted to 
£30.794. as compared with £24,540 iu 
,July. 1827. An abstract of the balance­
sheet for the month is as under:-

Incomr. 

Contributions bv workers 
and cnlnlo';ret:s 

GovornmCnt .... endowlnent 
accrued due 

Sundrin 

£ s. rl. 

24.581 9 G 

12.290 14 b 
. 19 13 9 

Total £36,8J1 17 3 
Expenditure. 

~uslcnance payrnents 
Geneml expenditure 

Tot-al 
Credit balance 
mont~1 

£ s. 11. 
29,215 12 3 
1.588 17 

£30,794 9 
for 

6,079 7 11 
"Pa}jmcnts in ~_",'( en JI onths. 

" SustcnancH payn1cnt.s during the first. 
>~'Yen months of the present. calcnda r 
~ear total £276,132 (not including ad­
Jninistrati\ e expenses)., 

I do not know whc·ther hon. members 
rC>alise it or not. but that comes to approxi­
matcl_v £500,000 in a year. It is a lament­
able position of affairs. Assume that that 
£24.581, which has been taken from industry 
a.' contrihu~ions by the employers and cm­
ployces-qmte apart from what the Govern­
went haYe contributed out of t"xation­
assnm" that that money had been put into 
eomething profitable. "What would haYe been 
the result? \Ye are languishing for capital. 
yet hero we waste it. IV e are keeping people 
m H1leness. I am thankful to the " Tele­
graph" for its leader to-day. It reminds me 
that in 1925 the Government passed a special 
Act for the purpose of inwstigating this 
matter and reporting. and, if possible dis­
covering some means by \vhich we ~1ight 
get a way from these ghosts wh'ch seem to 
have been shadowing' thC' Govc•l'nmcnt f'Yer 
siECl' they took offico~this ovcr-incrt'asirlg 
unemployment. They have had "threp vcars 
since 1925. What has been done? Kothinl;": 
:\'othing beJ_Jeficial! The!' ask the Opposition 
for suggestiOns. In reply I say that, when 
we gPt them off the Treasury benches, we 
shrtl! b9 able to do something practical that 
\nll g•ve the workers of Queensland an 
opportunity to work. 

OPPOSITION ME~IBERS: Hear, hear! 

::VIr. ROBERTS: We want the opportunit:.· 
to do more than make suggestions. The 

Government have had three vears to look into 
this question since they pas~ed that Act, and 
they have produced nothing but the greatest 
amount of nnemplo:m1ent known in the his­
tory of Queensland, costing on the average 
£500,000 a year. 

::11r. BEDFORD: Which 500,000 are you 
talking a bout? Elphinstone' s? 

Mr. ROBERTS: If the hon. member had 
been in the House instead of going round 
the country raising capital for companies, 
hC' might understand which it was. (Laugh­
ter.) I want to say quite distinctly that he 
is one of the men who take life easy. " I 
am just as good as the other fellow-take it 
froni. me." (Laughter.) These men take life 
easy. They go up and down the country. I 
remember the day when I was sitting on 
that side of the Houae, and from morning till 
night it was dinned into us that we were 
capitalists. that we were wild-cat schemers, 
that we were floating bogus rnining com­
panies all over Australia, and liYing on the 
fat of the land. I want to know where these 
noen are to-day. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. CosTELLO: 'They arc oyer thoro. 

Mr. ROBEH'TS : They are certainly uot 
ou this side of the House, and they '.H>re not 
on that side when I sat there. I rep<eat 
defmitcly that the Government are doing 
nothing to improve the unemplovment pJsi­
tion. A little while ago they l!ad a com·en­
tion in TownsYillc of the leaders of the mPn 
\vho cornpriso the Labour rnovc1nent. \Vha.t 
did they do about this question 'I If thero 
is anything that mc•n who say they rern·•."•ent 
th0 workers-call them Socialists, Com­
munists, or y.hat you like-ought to do at 
such a _convention, surely it is to g~t the 
workers work ! When they got into their 
fir-.t-class ra.ihvay carriage-i and sleepers, 
\vhen they were at their loading hotels, one 
would assume that they \Hmld giYe some 
attention to unemployment. They know the· 
workers arc willing to work. \Ve tell them 
that every day, and they know it themselves 
only too well. What did they do at Towns­
villa' A delegate named Gordon Brown­
I ha Ye heard the name before-pleaded in the 
interec,ts of the 'vorker, and made an attack 
Hpon the Government. H c even moved the 
suspension of the standing orders at this 
(~uoensland con.-ention of Labour--it is a 
dreadful thing, of course, to suspend stand­
ing- orders-in order that the convention 
might discuss unemployment, but he could 
not get. a seconder. Fancy at a meeting of 
men claiming to represent the worker ip 
not being p03sible to secure a seconder to 
Ruch a motion ! It reminds n1e of an inci~ 
dent I saw in Sydney a few weeks ago. Of 
<'om·se. th,•ro you have all brands of Labour. 
You h;we -,,·hr,t is called, I suppose, this 
go-bet,vPcn businc·"s such as \Ye have in tho 
Government of Quc,mcland, then you have 
the Socialist, and then the Communist. I 
sa,,- the two latter bodies in Bathurst street, 
and, being interested, I thought the game 
v:r.s worth watching. The question is often 
asked, "\\'hat is the differenc'" between a Com­
rnunist and a Socialist?" and, being anxious 
to ascertain. I thought that I could secure 
nn PxpLtnation fron1 the very n1en engaged 
in the business. I got it all right, and 1 
p·onosc to illuctrate it here. The Communist 
said they \YCl'C' too long 'vait.ing for these 
jokers; it cl id not maiter whether Lang­
or Bnsin \ras in po-.,rcr t.hoy got nothing, 
hnt they must got on the Treasury benches. 
The speaker pointed out that they must 
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secure that c•Jd by forcP, that the place must 
run reel. Then when I approached the 
Soeialisr. gathering, the speaker said that ii. 
"as no ~,;ood mas.<ing all the forces: that 
t}l(~y \Yould bring out rifles and machine 
guns, and. if the rnernbers \vcre in one force, 
they eou]d be mown do\;Yn easily, and the 
objcctiYc \Yould havo to be achiev8d in 
another ;,nty. Then he made an amazing 
. ;,tatclncnt conycying his opinion of the 
Labour rnovcmcnt in Australia. This man, 
a Socialist. gaYc his nan1e and his place of 
employment, "hich I found to be with the 
Gon•rnnwnt of ::\ew Souih \V,tles. I haYC 
.1othing against him for that. l-Ie \vas ::tnito 
frank, and gaYe his natne. I do not wish it 
said tlnt I do rot know whom 1 am talkin,~· 
about. I haYe found that my statement is 
oeorrcct. Thi::; ~pr>aker \vas asking what was 
the prospect in Australia for the sons and 
'llaughtPr:3 of the vvorkers. He said, "On 
tlw ono hand you have thieving and robbery, 
md on the other hand prostitution." Imagine 
a man speaking in the interests of the work­
ing people of Australia trying to force this 
<lootrino down their throats. Such a man 
should not ]Je permitted to give voice to such 
·tatcornents. Talk about freedom of .;peec!t 
with such tripe and rubbish! It is no \I'Ondcl' 
that some people go a little over the fence 
in the m a ttet· of violence. These men stand 
up in public places trying to lead the people 
·of Australia in certain directions, and it is 
just about time that they were put in their 
,place3. 

That brings mo to this point. Whatever 
Btand the Government of this State take "t 
the next Federal elections, it stands to the 
credit of the Bruce Government that thev 
'have tried to settle a lot of these things tha't 
are carried on in Australia, and wo sop the 
result of their actions already. One man 
has just had to answer for his actions. He 
has bec•n before the court, and has Lwen 
sentenced. I think time will show that the 
people are behind the Bruce Government in 
this matter. It is time that these disrupters 
got a 1nove on; it is timo thr~v declarc·d either 
that they are for Australia' or against it: 
and thP sooner we toll them that the world 
is wide, that there arc other places than 
Am<Unlirt, and tha.t, if they arc not satisfied 
with their condit.iom. thcv should trv some­
where else v·hcrc they t;an get what they 
arc looking for, the bet.tor it will be fvr 
)nu-t.ralia a:=; a \'i·hole. 

We hear quite a lot about the solidarit'l' of 
this party. Of CO:l!S'', we know there is ~oli­
,]n ritv on the e>ther side. There is so mu rh 
solirhtritv that it does not t,;alter how much 
they differ. They can tnlk as they like, but 
there i:) onl.v cme thing that cnunt...;, au·d t.hat 
is ~on1r•thing :1t elcrLi,Hl tin1c~-yotes. That 
accounts for soJnc of the spu0c:h0s which haYL' 
been n1ade by hon. lllC'Inbm·s oppc:,Jte in this 
Chamber during this debate. Thev can criti­
cise the Govcrmwmt, and then, of course, they 
may get castjgat.ecl a little in their caucus, 
but it is the vote that counts. Since Labour 
has been in power I have watched the occu­
pants of lhe Treasury bcm·hes. (Government 
interj cctions.) The hon. member for Oxlev is 
not in it with hon. mPmbors opposite. 'He 
has the frccdon1 of h1s couscicnf'c, juHt as 
f'v"rv hon. member of this nartv has but hon 
men~bers opposite have not. If I ,{-ant<'d m; 
exhibition of 1he freedom d hon. members 
Dn the other side. I could not do better than 
quote the speech of the hon. member for 
Balonne at the TownsYillo Labour Conven­
tion. It was there that the hon. member for 
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Gregory ::->1id, ·• Doys, \Yhat about siugun:; 
' For He's a J ally Good Fellow'?" (Opposi­
tion laughter.) Vot<, connted at that oom·en­
tion jqst as they do in this House. The hon. 
lllPlnbcr for l3alonne is reported in the> 
"\Vorkcr"-and I loob.J up his spc;celt 1o 
n1ake sure of ~11y ground-as saying that he 
kr'"" that the .,ction of the Government in 
counection \vith thE: railway strike "·as wrong . 
but, h0 ;cdded, "\Vhat doe•· it mean if you 
Yotc again si them?" That is tho po:3ition 111 

this House. \Ve know that for weeks and 
weeks before the Townsville Labour Com·en­
tion \Ya:,. held the GoYcrnment 1\'Crc ''atching 
the appointment of delegates to see if they 
dood in the majority. 

That is •omcthing like what they do at 
election time. [hey arrange the date of elec­
tioi'J for a rime most suitable for their secur­
ing a majority. ·when the hon. member for 
Kennedv made his attack on the Government. 
in this' House last session, when the hon. 
men1bcr for Bowen made his mmnorablo 
speech, and when everyone ,,·as \Vondering 
what the hon. member for '!\1aryborough \Yas 
going to do, we knew that the only thing that 
showed the independence of those men would 
be the votes they would record on the floor 
of this House. Those hon. members were 
caslig-ated in caucus, but we lmm1 that they 
would not do :heir job in accor·dance wit" 
their conscience and Yote against the GoYcrn~ 
ment on the floor of this Chamber. The vote 
of every member of the Opposition counts. 

I now desire 'o touch on one or two m a ttors 
connected with the actions of tho Government. 
I haYe in my han<l a statement made man~· 
years ago in this House, but at a time when 
I was a member. It is not as far back as 
1895. It was made in 1914 bv the late l\Ir. 
J ames Crmdord, then member for 11oum 
:\Iorgan. Thoro are a lot of statements in 
"IIansard " which have not come tru0. but 
this is one that has ·done so. The Opposition. 
which then 0omprised the Labour Party, told 
us of all the glorious things that were going 
to operate when they got to the Treasury 
benches. rnfortunately for Queensland, we 
had a demonstration of thorn vesterdav in 
this ycry Chamber. :Mr. Crawfm:d said this-

" Taxation is thrcatcnf'-d in cverv Stat(' 
that is under the domination of a Labou1· 
Govf:'rnmcnt, and were '.Ve in Qucen~land 
under the <lominance of .a Labour Go,·orJJ, 
rncnt, nothing v;,-ould be rnorc C'Grtain thull 
that the taxation which we alreadv fe.ol 
to be quite severe enough wouid be 
incrt,,ase-d in inten,ity." 

That sta tcrnent has come true. That is 
simply what the Premier said-that taxation 
had r0ached the breaking point. 

l\Ir. \Vr~STAXLllY: ::\Lr. Crawford was speak­
ing in opposition to I.:abour then, as you arP 
dojng now. 

:\lr. ROBERTS: That is so; but he for· -
cast what would happen. 

J\Ir. \VrxsTAXLEY: He "ratte·d" from the 
Labour Party. 

Mr. ROBERTS: If he or any other nla'J 
"ratted." they took the risk of their con­
stituencies; but there was no hon. member on 
the Government benches who was game to do 
so last year, notwithstanding the fact that in 
the country, and in addressing the men at thc 
Ipswich workshops and the <lclegates at tlw 
Townsville Convention, they said that tlw 
action of the Government was wrong. They 
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were not game to back their assertions with 
their votes. If a man "ratted," he simply 
<lid what his conscience told him to do. 
Hon. members opposite can look as \vhite in 
the face as they like, but that IS t1Jc position. 

0PPOSITIO" l\1E)IBERS : Hear, hec.r ! 

Mr. ROBERTS: I want 'to add another 
word abont employment, because it is the 
one thing on 'vhiC'h the tnotion of '' no ('011-

fidcnce'' hcs ber·n hunehed. \Vc wcro tolcl 
bv the hot1. member for 1\Icrthvr that we 
<'ould not carry it. I wish we c0111c1. because 
I think it would be the dawn of a lwttor 
day for Qu r~ne1and. Lik8 the G8-YCrnn1ent. 
we can speak to the people of Queensland 
through <~Ut speeches in this House; and I 
hope that in this way we shall be able to 
direct their aitention to the hollowno.so and 
insinceritv of the Go,~crnmcnt. I an1 satisfied 
the Gove]·nment know what to do; the point 
is that they will not do it. 

Speaking on the question of industry and 
employment generally, the Prcrnicr at the 
TownevillP Com-ention said that. if he coulcl 
only depend on the men who arc doing the 
job-if they would only g·iv<' of tlwir best--­
he could produce in Australia £120.000.008 
\Yorth of goods that are now imported into 
Australia. The hon. g·entleman also 
emphasised the point of \d1ich "-e often hear 
--day work versus piece,vorlc l-Ion. members 
·Opposite \\-ould lea<:! people to believe that 
we on this sicle would sweat the employees 
for every shilling they got. The trouble i_s 
they must earn it. 

111e "\EcRETARY FOR AGRTCTLTCiRE: The 
trouble is you would not give them every 
shilling they earned. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Whatever the Secretarv 
for Agriculture may try to hurl across at me 
-I dicl not hear him-I question if there is 
one hon. mcrnber sitting on that siJe who 
has f'Y<'i' <!evotcd himsc·:f to profitable work 
{)n his o-.yn account. They mr.y have \\'Ol·ked 
for someone else; but the onlv men who can 
talk about industry are tho"'. who have put 
up the r·apital with which to carry on 
industrv. This is what the Pre1nicr said at 
Towm,;ille-

" In spite of all the talk ag·ainst pioce­
workjrJg in industries lll\:o canecutting 
and fhcaring~ if the;, could e~tablish a 
prope-r organi~ '1tjon which w,ou1d prevent 
the Plll[Jloyer exploiting the \Yorker as he 
did in other countries. and pnvent ihe 
employee from exploiting himself, thus 
injurin~ hirnself physically, such a system 
would >olv" many of their problems. The 
feeling that no unemployment would be 
created if they went .Jcw on the job 
was a bad and rotten one. If they could 
get sen-iee from the people the party 
could go to the country and tell the 
people that they could make £120,000,000 
worth of goods which were now imported 
into _\ustralia, ancl thus build up a great 
nation. There 'vas no· need to abandon 
their policy of nationalisation of industrY 
if they could onl." get good social 
se-rvice." 

I am glad to see the hon. o·entkman rec?g­
nises that pa:;~ment by rt·~u1ts is sound. see1ng 
that it aims at providing more employment 
of a f'Jnstant nature. 

[2.30 p.m.] 

I wa.nt novv to tou('h on one or h:vo rPmarks 
n1ade bv the hon. !DCITlbf'r for rrooWOOtnba. 
I understand he is very unwell, which I 

YPrv much !'egret. The hon. tnernbcr ::-poke 
abo~ut the large anJonnt of CoYrrnnh•nt mono.v 
which is bf'j11g spent iu the cit:: of Tn )­
\;'OOnlb<t. If the rnoncv hfls been sp0nt in a 
~;:,ati8faetory nHdiJ1er 011 ·work tilrrt is rcquirPd, 
then I ao·l~cc v;lth it: noYcdhclr:-;:-·, not onh· 
in Toow~omha but in the vv,ho1c of QuePn;­
land thr•re are far too rnanv rncn out of 
' ork. The jobs to wl1irh r<'f~!·ence has be<'" 
maclo aro ver:,- expensi,·e, if that is to br ;!J,• 
nlcthod bv wbirh >.vc ;u" to retain the Labonr 
GoYcrnmCnt in Queensland. It ·would bP 
better for Queensland and foe the cit,v or 
Toowoomba if these jobs had never been 
started if thev are the ]lricc we have to p •y 
for the' industrial rlifficultics \Yhich this State 
is facing. 

During the lad thirteen y<'ars the JlOpnla­
tion of Queensland has iJ.c'rc·a~Pcl b_v ovPr 
200,000; but what is the no,ition of indnstry? 
Speaking with reg-ard to Toowoomba, I ""~­
the prorrress of rroo'\VOOlHba, nnfortunaif'h·. 
ha··· beer~ anything bnt satisfactory. Take .the 
Toowoomba Foundry. I remember the tnno 
whtm they were employing between 400 <~nd 
500 workers. I suppose to-day the:~ cmpw_v 
less than 70. Then take the boot m<lustr .. -. 
I know t.he time when oYer 200 men sero 
employed in the boot trade; to-day I do 
not suppose you conld eount 50 in that 
trade. The position is the same in all th.J 
rnanufaC"turing industries, and until we recog­
nise that there is something wrong and make 
:1 moYc to put things right, thP unsat1sfafli-or:v 
state of things will remaiu. vY c know thn t 
an dfort h'"' been maclc hv tlw Prime C\Tinis­
ter -of ~'l.ustralia to got both sides in indu,try 
togethPr in order to arrive at a fair posi­
tion. The Prime 1\linister eaicl, "I will 
.call a c:onfcrcnce. You appoint your rPpn~­
senLttivcs, and, 1Yhen the conf._Tcnce is over. 
I will get to business and try to do some­
thing for this Commonwealth of Australia.'' 
\Yhat wa.s the answer of these m'·"1 ' ho ar<' 
alwaYs supposed to be looking after the 
interests of the employees-the " down and 
outs." They said, "'Don't go near hirn." 
It was the same old cry, "He wants to help 
the capitalists." _\s a result nothing w .s 
done. \1\T o do see now, howeYor, that some 
men have n1ore sense than t.hcir leader:;:. 
That is perhaps the one bright ray of OJP1-

shine we see in the Labour nlOYC!llfmt. ,y,. 
know th::t in New South \Vales that, O()t­
withetaudint; what the 1< .1ders have said, 
there is a defu1itc decision by the workers In 
()YJC industr:: at least to get nearer the job. 
l~ndcr present conditions th(' ,~·orkcr ;:pes no 
chance of gf'tting jnside thcs3 works an,ti 
doing son1cthing, and hP is rnakinp,- nn hL.; 
mind to work if at all posoible. He is beg:n­
ning to ece that it is no tvc pniting all th'' 
blame on the capitali t. These men at'<' 
getting tired of keeping their coats on .. awl 
there is " possibilit.y. throug-h the g-ood intin­
once of the Xationalist Premier of ="""' 
Sonth vVales, Mr. Bavin. of the cmnlo:·0r 'n 
the onP side and thP (·111p1o.n·c on illo othr :', 
coming- together. The> are going to di::;­
C'l13-S tho situation. and sc-0 if rnn~·e work 
cannot be found for n1cn who to-day cannot 
o·et a iob. If the Government want a s<Oln­
tion of the present difficultic;, I can g-ive 
them ono straight ""'ay. LPt. them foltl''l 
the lca<1 of the Kationali,t Premier of ~cw 
Sonth Wales. A little w.hile ago I illus­
trated the case of legislation pas·,ed Un 'e 
~.~ears ago. \Ye are still 'vaiting for a report. 
People outside have been put to <tll sorts 
of inconveniences making returns q,nd en·~ 
playing men to analyoe them, and som.: day, 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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when a nurnber of the"e n1fn who c_J.l"\3 now 
looking for a. job have passPd out, we n1ay 
have that rcport~that is, if the llOoplc c:f 
Queensland unfortunatd,v keep th.J Go ;r'r!l­
mcnt in power for that time. 

I suggest that in the meantime ~he Go­
vern.c~leut t-ihould take a leaf out of tne book 
of the ~at;onalist Leader in the Common­
we'-dth ParliarnP.nt and admit ilwy have done 
iho \vrDng thing. Let thmn bri_ng the 
employers and c·11ployees in mdustry 
together. I Ycould like to know of anything 
which the Oucc·nslnncl Labout GoYcrnment 
hn ve put intO effect in connection with_ their 
rolicy '"hi eh has not been a rank fa.rlure; 
but theY have not been manlv enough to 
take th~ proper course to get out of the 
trouble. v\'hat dirl they do? They appomted 
Con1rr1issions-three in particula1·--and each 
of those Commi,;ions brought in reports 
and finished ti1cir jobs~not like the Secre­
tary fer Labour and Industry, who, three 
vears :tfter an Act of Parliament was passed, 
~lad' d to obtain a repDrt as to the position 
with rc•;ard to unemployment. 1'ho reporL 
<"Jf those Connnissiorts pri.:JCiically condemned 
1he le-gislation put on the statute-book by 
the Premier a!Hl previous Leaders of the 
Labour PartY. The Governntent arc using 
1 he Con1n1is8iuns as s:~avego.1ts for their 
inf'anc policy. 

< )rt OS1TIOX }lE or.BER~l : IIear, hear 1 

:.Ir. POLLOGK (Ure(JGI'/f): The hon. mem· 
L"r for E.cst Too\\ nmnba, \vho has been 
t!iscn:3sing lhe f111C:-)tion of the Governmcr:t 
illil10inting Corruni~sions, rnight hayc con­
rrnstccl our attitude with that of the Fcdt'ral 
Uo\~f'rnrncnt in this regard. Every rncn1bcr o£ 
th£~ Federal Parliament j,;; on so.mc Cmnrnls­
~ion or other racing round the country fron1 
one w,-clc-elld io another, and doing some­
thing which the Cormnonwcalth Parliament 
a~ a body is paid to do. The hon. InetnbPr 
has vf'ntnred to t0ll us "'e have appointed 
Corn1nissjons to do things, wherE-as only 
i \YO or three Cornn1issions ha vc been 
appointed during the lifetime of this Go­
Yernment. As an cxalllple of unmitigated 
gJJl that takes the cake. 

Mr. :VloRG.\N: He did not complain. He 
said that the Commissions ycu appointed 
condemned your work. 

~Jr. POLLOCK: Th0y were appointed with 
the honest intention of finding out just 
>~·here certain things \Yd'O faulty, and they 
were sl!ccessful in ·doing w. I freely admit 
that in regard to one phase of the Land 
Ac: they found the legislation was not 
1Yorkable. This Govcrnrncnt never voscd as 
nnc 1Yhich nove-;· n1ade a mistake. I am 
not afra,id to admit that one of the pro­
Yisi,;ns in the Land Act was a mistake, and 
the Corumi .. sion was ddinitely appointed by 
the Premier to find out how far to go. \Vhen 
it '"as ,]isccverer! that it was a mistake it 
was irnn1Pdiatclv amended. \Vhat. is \Vrong 

ith that 1 • 

~,Ir. SIZER i11ter.lected. 

:'.h. l'OLLOCK: 'l'ho hen. member and 
otlJf'l' hon. ITJC'mhc>rs oppc"itc do not know 
a nythinr-: about the condition1:1 of men on 
the land in tho western parts of Queensland. 
If th:•v di•l. we would not have this con­
tinu.~l·· gabble about unemployment from 
the members of the Opposition. It seema 
rather stra11gc that, \vhilc we are discussing 
" no·confidence '"otion, not one member of 
the Opposition. except the last speaker, has 
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address cl himself to it, and that hon. mem-· 
bers opposite refuse to take seriously the 
vote of >~·ant of confidence in the Government. 

Mr. }1oRGACl : That is not true. 

Mr. POLLOOK: On this occasion we have 
the unprecedented experience of sooing the 
GoYcrnment, while a no-confidence motion 
is hanging over their heads, doing business 
rrt the old addrcc,s anrl in the same way. 
The Opposition have not raised a word of 
pt·otcst about ,it, which shows, firstly, that 
the:. aro not taking their motion seriously, 
aud, se::ondly, that, if t1Jey are, they do not 
know their jobs. 

Mr. 1\IoRG.\N: iVe cannot control the Go­
vcrntncnt business. 

Mr. POLLOCK: And the Oppooition will 
not be able to control their bnsiness if by 
good fortune they eYer beconu~ the Govern­
ment. 

Mr. PETERSO~ interjected. 

Mr. POLLOCK : The Opposition will not 
be able to control the hon. member if he 
shows the same desire to lea \.e that pa,l'ty 
as he did this. J\'o mcmbc•r of the Oppoei­
tion has drawn attention to the fact t.hat one 
of the principal reason:;; for u.nenlp1oynlent­
and o11o of the t?auses which -eau only l10 
removed bv an act of God~is the drought. 
It is the g'rotcst catBP of vnemplo0 ment in 
the Stat". as I shall proceed to show. 
(Oppo,ition interrnption.) Ae a memb<'r of 
this Chamber I have th0 right to put my 
ca::.e, and I hope, :l\Ir. Speaker, that ;you 'Yi1l 
give me sufficient protection while I am domg 
it. The whole of the Grcgor:,- electorate. 
which includes over 106,000 sqnare miles of 
country, is still~even inch of it~in the gri1 
of a most extreme drought, and has been for 
the last four ye.1rs. A portion of the Burkc, 
tho. whole of the Jl.Iitchell, a portion of the 
Barcoo, a portion of C2uec!lt.on, a portion of 
Cook, and a big portion of Flinde,·s-and 
those aro :oeYeJl of thP largest electorates m 
the State-are feeling the deYastating effects 
of the drought. E>cn a r>rtion of Lcich· 
hard t and a very large portion of Quecnton 
are affcct·cd. If I wanted to sho;;' hmv the 
drought does aJTect the qucotion of unem­
ployment, I would need to mentiun only one 
station in the Winton district, Llanrherdol~ 
and I am not speaking of the largest~I am 
taking one at random. It is about 12J mi], 
frorn \\.,.intou, and during norintd e2asons 
produced 1,200 bales of >~·ool. The cost of 
handling and mt~rketing thJ.t \v-ool alone \vas. 
usually about £4 5s. per bal0, or, iu round 
figures, about £5,000. There is. not a sheep 
on that place 'tt the present hme; not an 
ounce of wool is going away, and there will 
be none until at least six or eight month< 
after rain has fallen. The C'<pcnditnre of 
that £5.000 in normal seasons usuallv gives 
employment to a. cr:rtain uurnb0r of nl~·n: 
and there can be only one ren1E'd,y or 1nt -tns 
of returning to normal conditions, and that 
is b\ having a suffif'1ent dov·npour of nun. 
In addition to that. t'1I(miv men or n1o..:·o WPre 
cmploved on this statior1, whic.h is one of 
score,.' They g-ot £3 10s. a •Ycck. They all 
had to leave the station allf1 tlv> di,trict and 
look for "~ork ph,e,vhCl\J; and, if you rnultiply 
that num h;•r b'. 400 or 500, you get one of 
the reasons wl]y there is m1c:nployment in 
Queensland. I want to know whether the 
Opposition expect the GoYernment to pl:tv 
in employment men who arc thus thrown c-ut 
of work elsewhere 1 vVhcn the prmc1pal 
industry in the State~the ono that produces' 
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our greatest wealth-is in dire difficulties 
owing to lack of rain, how is it poasible to 
place the m0n ordinarily employed in it 
elsewhere 1 I ;.ay that rho re can be onlv one 
way of doing it,· and. even if we have i> iall 
of rain, 1nany difficultit~s rcnHtin to be over­
come before it ca,n be done. 

A scrutiny of the Governor's Sp,•cch wcmlr! 
incline one to believe that the position in 
the western par! of 1 he State• is not as bad 
as it really js. His Exccllcnc,y sa.ys that out 
of 21,000,000 sheep which this State was 
depasturing in pre-dronght days \Yn still ba\·e 
16,500,000, which would show a decline of 
4,500,000. That does not look so bad after 
four years of drought. Personally, I ques­
tion whether those figures are correct. 

I maintain that no man can vet tell what 
the losses have been in the sh~ep industry, 
because many sheep haYe been shifted away 
Even the owners do not know how many 
have been lost and how manv thev will be 
able to bring back when tho drougl;t ic O\'C:. 

The stock returns, to say the least, are Yer.y 
inaccurate. A 'mm who sends 10,000 sheep to 
a place in the Gulf is dependent on meag-re 
l'Cports as to how thev are doing-. To-day 
he mig·ht have 5,000 sheep; la-morrow ho 
mig-ht have only 3,000; and so it goes on. 
Any information in that regard must be very 
inaccurate indeed. I wish to show that that 
is not the greatest loss that this State has 
suffered. If we merelv sav that we still have 
16,500.000 sheep left , out· of 21,000,000, one 
would say that, on the face of it, the position 
does not look eo bad; but one thing tho 
statistician fails to take into account is the 
loss of natural jncreasE' oyer those four vear:-;. 
That is the big loss that Queensland lu{s suf­
fered. That is one of the principal rcasoLs 
for the unemployment that exists to-day. I 
should say that a fair estimate of the number 
of sheep lost to Queensland would be 
16.500.000. If the figures of tho statisticia'1 
are correct, then we have lost 4,500,000; but 
the number of sheep that would have been 
gained by this State, ha·d there been normal 
seasons, would have boon at least 12.000,000 
sheep, which moans that an additional 
12,000,000 sheep have been lost to Queensland; 
and those 12,000,000 sheep represent the sur­
plus spending money of this community and. 
its equivalent in employment to the people 
of this State. That ie the major cause of 
unemployment in this State. 

In addition, we have to face the fact that, 
even when the drought is over, it will take 
some years to recoYer completely. We cannot 
expect to get general rain before December 
of this yf'ar, and we might not get it then. 
For four :cc:crs we have been hoping to get 
it in December or J anuarv. but so far we 
have not been sufficiently "lucky to get it. 
The end of the ·drought may come before 
then ; but the we" tern part of Queensland is 
not likely to experience a \Yet season bcforo 
December, and then it will be at least 
another six or eight mouths before the people 
of the Vi' est are able to reorganise their finan· 
cial position sufficiently to be able to restock. 
After they have restocked, it will be some 
time before they will be moving along in a 
normal wa•:. l\1en who have had considerable 
experience::_ I think I can speak as one with 
some experience in the matter-are of the 
opinion that it may take at least two or three 
years before the gra,s in th<' '\Vest resumes its 
normal quality ,,nd density. After a drought 
su('h as the one now br-ing experienced, some 
tirno must elapse bdoro tho country Cilll 

properly recoyer. If everything goes on as 
the 1no:-;t sanguine of us antiuipatt", it \vill be 
at least another two years before the >vestern 
parts of Queensland are in a condition to 
0mploy as n1an:v 1nen as were or-dinarily 
employ<'d. Mr. Speaker, that brings you to 
the realisation chat the time ahead of Queens· 
land is a Yery Jean one. 

There arc other factors that enter into this 
n1utte·r. Speaking to sorne prominent sheep 
men the other day, I was reminded that 
where rain had fallen in certain places during 
last year, some of the eweo, that wore getting 
Yery old and were very worn after a drought 
of three years were not breeding as prolifi­
~:tlly as younger and fresher owes >vould do. 
The result will he that we shall find ourselves 
"ith flocks of sheep too old to breed as well 
as they might ·lo, and so further hinder the 
prosperity of this State. I mentioned this 
matter when the Leader of the Opposition 
was speaking; out all the satisfaction that 
I got from him was that the Opposition were 
not concerned with, what he termed, the 
"unborn lambs.'' I am concerned with that 
position. 

}1.1r. l\IooRE: I never said anything· about 
unborn lambs. 

}\1r. l'OLLOCK: The hon. member did do 
so. 

Mr. }\fooRE: When? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I ae'lure the hon. membet· 
thu t he did so. He mrty he uncon .,c;ious of 
>vhat he says at tim<'a, but I have a distinct 
recollection of it. If this House is going 
to face this problem of unemployment, we 
must have regard to the factors that are caus­
ing it, and merely to skip over such a gigantic 
thing as a four years' drought is not going 
to get us anywhere. \Ye have to recognise 
that and recognise any methods that have 
to be adopted to make for stabilisation of the 
industry when the drought has departed from 
us. I haYe never been one of those hon. 
mrlmbers who have shirked that question 
"·hen it has arisen. It is the failure of the 
Opposition to recognise these things that 
have made them so unpopular in the western 
part, of Queensland. 'fhe people in the 
\vestern parts of Queensland will not stand 
the Opposition. The reason is, to use the 
words of the Leader of the Opposition, 
because he has no time for the grazier. He 
made that statement in this House last ses­
sion. 

Hon. \V. H. BAR:<ES; You know that can­
not be correct. 

Mr. KEHR: Read the report of his whole 
speech. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: If those words mean any­
thing, I take it they mean what I have 
stated. 

1\Ir. KERR: You arc deliberately misinter­
preting what he said. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I would not do that for 
the world and the hon. member knows it, 
too. 

Mr. KERR: I hope you would not do it, 
but you are doing it. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

;\Ir. POLbOCK: It was this condition of 
stagnation in the West that enabled the Oppo­
sition to throw up their hats and say that 
they had got to within 300 or 400 votes of 
the Labour candidate in the recent ]\fi:.chell 
by-election. Everyone acquainted with the 

Mr. Pollock.] 



442 Address 'in Reply. [ASSE:\IBL Y,] Address in Reply, 

pastoral industrc knows that fHtstoral J?l'O­

pertios usually ernplo:nng t wm1ty or thuty 
men to look after their flocks could not 
afford to employ a man on account of their 
los,es through drought. Selections in the 
vicinity of Longreach which ordinarily 
e1nployed five, six, or scycn IllCH had no men 
engaged. 

Mr. MonGAX: But thcv were on the roll 
all the same. " 

l\lr. BIL\ND: The :<urc n1..uuLer is on the 
roll. 

;\Ir. POLLOCK : As a matter of fact, when 
thoro is no work on lhe stations the men 
,hift. to other parts of the Btate. 

2\I r. BRAND: But their names arc on tho 
roll. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Their names arc on t.ho 
roll hec:wse their hom,•s arc mostly in Long­
reach· but the men wore largely in other 
part· ~f the State seeking employment, and, 
because thoro was no provision in the by­
election for recording absent >otes, from 800 
to 1.000 La hour supporters were disfran­
chised. That is a conservative estimate of 
the number of men who wore absent from the 
;,1itchell electorate on polling--day. The 
wpportcrs of the Opposition, though, wore 
still there. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. KERR: But you said the graziers did 
not vote for us. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Thcv did not vote for 
the Opposition; they vo-ted for a man who 
dissoeratcd himself from that party, and 
whom the Leader of the Opposition did not 
go out to help. 

:11r. MoRGAK: That is not so. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The Leader of the Oppo­
sition did not go out to help Labour's oppo­
nent, so I base my assumption on that fact. 

~lr. MooRE: You can assume whatever you 
like. 

Mr. POLLOCK: What I assume is a 
correct assumption. 

Mr. MoORE: If it satisfies you, it is all 
right. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I spoke to qui to a number 
of men in the :Vlitchell. Grcgory, Barcoo, and 
Burke cistricts during the period that the 
by-election was on, and ail that I spoke to, 
political opponents of mine, wore satisfied 
that the Government's land legislation Iiad 
clone more than anything else to lwlp them 
to re-establish themselves after this dread­
ful drought had broken. 

1Ir. MoORE: And your legislation did more 
than anything else to ruin them before you 
altered the land legislation': 

Mr. POLLOCK: That is not conect. 

Mr. l\foorm : It is. It is t ho worst Act 
ever put on the statute-book. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If th8 hon. member were 
an authority on the question I might be pre· 
pared to debate it with him; but, as he did 
not have the courtesy even to go out and 
help the opponent of Labour in that election, 
I take it ho is not an authority. and it is 
n?t worth while discussing the question with 
him. 

-Mr. MOORE: You did not answer the ques­
tion, all the same. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The application of the 
Land Act Amendment Act passed by the 
Government during the last scs,ion of Par-

[Jf ~. Pollock. 

liarnent has been a great factor in re-cstab­
li::;hing eonfidenc" not only rn the pastoral 
industrv hut in the Government of thi•. Ste1te. 
]}f, n ,;ho were previomly opposed to the 
Labour PartY llO\Y admit that the Govern­
ment's actim1 has given them a chance that 
nobody else could possibly have given. 

Mr. MOORE: A chance that the Govern­
ment took away from them before. 

C\ilr. POLLOCK: Ono of the members of 
the hon. gentleman's party has C¥011 gone 
· ·J far as to tell me that he thinks tho 
Opposition could not h 1-vo done as much for 
the gra:oiers as w0 have done. \Yhatever 
hc,tility there is ag·:1inst the Go>ernment 
111 tbe \Y est has ro1ne largely from dealers 
and agonts, 1vho, after all, are people for 
whon1 ihe GoYernment c:1nnot show very 
1nuch consideration. _\.gents haYe been the 
principal cause of trouble in the \Vest. These 
\Yore the men who, under tho old system 
of non-selection of applicants for land, made 
up to £2.000 in fees of £1 ls. each from 
c·,·cry applicant for a blo<'k of land. They 
arc the JWOpfe who Wl're hostile to the 
GoYt•rnrnent; vd1o built np bogles; and who 
\\-ere behind lhe candidature of tho gentle­
man who v.as unsuccessful at the Mitohell 
bv-clcction. Th0v made more row than all 
il1c graziers and~ \Yorker,; put together. In 
fact, two of them tried to break up a moet­
illg that I was addrcRsing in Longreach. 
I knew them pcrsonnllv. and I knew why 
they were doing it. The genuine selector 
in the '\Yest knoll-s ho crtn thank this Go­
n,rnmont for the efforts made to place the 
pllstoral industry on a good footing. 

~\fter the drought has broken we shall 
require the cat·c of the GoYernment 
in the matter of fmance to help these 
people who have to restock their properties 
with shPep. :\[auv of them have alread"v 
approarheJ n1e asking that. financial assist­
ance be given thorn to bring sheep from 
Xow South \\"ales and the eouthern parts 
of Queensland vYherc the;,' ha1·c been dopas­
hlring during the drought period in order 
that they may restor·k th<eir properties. Whilst 
I congratulate the Trea,urer on his surplus, 
I do so for one rf'ason bevond all others­
that is, I realise that "e" must be careful 
\\'ith tho frilances Df this State to enable the 
people of "ham I am speaking to get back 
upon their feet a.-,ain. Every pound we can 
sav-e to help to put this industry on a proper 
footing- is going· to mean prosperity, not 
o-aly for tbo gra?ior but for every person 
in tho cornmunity. 

:\Jr. MoRGA::\: Your Government do not 
nropose to finance them. 

::VIr POLT,OCK: I take it that the Go­
' f'l'1Jn1ent's proposals will be made known 
in dLle course. I believe that the Govcrn­
rnent \'vill giYe assistance t.o men to bring 
sheep to tlw \Yest for restocking purposes 
antl that a., ;;i:3tance given in that direct ion 
\nll be mo·ne-:.7 "\n:l1 spent. \Vhen w: cons1dcr 
the difficulti0s through which th~se people 
have passed. the amount of unemployme;Jt 
that has existed. and the number of sire••p 
that have been lost. both directh- and what 
would ordinaril:v have been actu;d increase, 
one wonders how anv State could go 
lhr·ough a period such as \\'e have been 
ul!dergoing \Yithont rnore stagnation and 
chshnbance than \Ye },a,·e undergone. I 
realise that. as the result of this drought, 
things are bad in Queensland; but it is 
co.n-prising they arc not worse. They were 
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worBc Ul tl1is State in 1902, and I can only 
;l'·"UltW tbat the improved yJO::-.ition is due 
to H'c good n1anagcment of this Govern­
rnuit 

.~Ir. T.\YLOR: \Yhat about the unfayom·ablo 
tradn balance? 

:\1r. POLLOCK: Our export- fell off to 
lhe iun: of £13.000.000 as the result of the 
loss of wool. That r 01c· ks for itself. \Vhat-
0\'Cr our trade balance may be, we ha Ye lost 
that amount in wool production, and, as I 
-said at the opening of n1y rernarks, \vool 
production has been the n1aiu source of 
the conununity's spendiug poy.·cr. \Vhen that 
;;ourr''~ is dried up thr.ro must be stagna!ron, 
dif'turbancc, unernployment, and hard times 
for bt>'incd people and others. I ask 
why the Opposition pie'. on th0 question. of 
unemployment in the last s0ssion _of a dy1ng 
Parliament? Purely to make cap1tal for the 
~lertions! 

Mr. 1\J.Ax WELL : Bcca use there is so much 
of it. 

[3 p.m.] 

Mr. POLLOCK: I admit that there is 
unemployment, and I have shown that 
there is a reason for unen1plOyu1e11t 
becansc of drought. This State must 
have a cerbin number of unemployed in 
order to work its seasonal industries. How 
could theJe industries be carried on unlr~s 
;urplus bbour was available? I ask the 
Opposition to answer that question. But 
outsidP of that, I know there is unemploy­
rncnt.. and 1 run very sorry that it is so; 
but I ha"'' not heard any suggestion from 
the Opposition that would minimise the 
unemplo,vmcnt in this State. nor has there 
heen anv argurncnt advanced as to how the 
GovermrH'nt could solve the problem in a 
constructiYc wav. VVhcn seasons return again 
to normal the' problcm will largely solve 
itself, but nntll that thne I ea.nnot seC' any 
hope for any Government. whether it be 
:\'ationalist or Labour. solving this problem 
in ,a sntisfactorv ay. If the Opposition came 
over here to-morrow, the very fact that the 
industrv I Jwye rpferrcd to' is still in a 
bad w;,- and will remain so until rain falls. 
would iJr~;vent the1n or ~,nyonc cl::.:o from 
doing an)'thing of an c-ffccti\'O nature to 
relieve Clncmplryrnent. The prPsellt Labour 
G-ovcrnmC>ut, under th0 cuculnstanccs, are 
doing a.ll that can be clone in that regard. 

Mr. MAXW!cLL: ·when von were in Opposi­
tion vou raised the qu~stion of unemploy­
nlont:~ and said that, "\Vhen you got over there, 
:- ou would solve it. 

~lr. POLI"OCK: I was never in Oppt·-<i­
tion. The n1::1in foatLn·c fro:n the wo.rkers' 
viewpoint and the Yiewpoint of the genC>ral 
bus.inc.;;s uta11 in this State, is that Labour 
has bee-a able to hold its O'\ n for a period 
of thirteen ~~~ars through very trying tir~es. 
I saicl in YYinton. prior to the last electJon, 
that if the working people were able to 
hold for the next five or six ;:ears all that 
they had obtained, thcv would be doing 
ren~arkablv wPll and I ~till think so. Con­
::-:idcring hie p;.riod Queensland is goil~g' 
ttroug-h, to have been able to hold the wages 
and conditions as they wPrf!, even with 111H:L11-
ployment as had as it is, is a remarkable 
perfonna,nce; anU, if the Government can 
continue to do that for the next three or 
four vears it will be a performance that will 
,-edou,nd t~ their credit. 

I said a while ago that it was a peculiar 
thing that the Opposition should raise th:\o 

question of t1Df'mployinent in the last s0~sion 
of 11 dvino· ParhaniPnt. Th0ir attitude is 
ccmcwhat ;,mJl!lr to the action of the Bruec, 
GDvernn1ent iu :;_·aisjn~ cat('h cries on the 
eve of a11 election. Before the last Federal 
c1eetion that Governn1ent played the srune 
confirlrnee trick on the pnblic with regard 
1 > industrial di.;putc,. They went to the 
conntl·T,· aft,•r haYing fostcr0d an industrial 
dispute. I usr' that word addsedl:>'-I believe 
thev enc mrao·ed Lho dispute, and that their 
a.p:0nts hc!nerl' to fan the flames-and in the 
middle of thi.; dispute they wer1t to the 
c "mtry. rmd the principal plank in their 
platfm:ri1 was the deport':tion. of the tw~ men 
,,_.horn th .. v considered pr1manly re•ponsrble­
\Valsh and .Johnson. That '\aS the main 
11lank in their platform. After the election 
they did r;ot deport those two men, and thev 
have taken every opportnmty smce then, 
particularly during th~ last three, months, b 
seize on every industr1al drspute rn the hope 
of being able to fan it into a national-wide 
conflagration that would enable them to_ go 
aoain to thE' country on the same spurwus 
ie~ue. See how the}' picked on the cooks' 
dispute. \Yhat an. effort they made to 
encourage that d1spute to reach the 
dimen,ions of a real honest-to-goodness 
strike; and. if they had been successful, 
I suppose the Prime Min_ister would haYe 
g-one to the country wrth the deporta­
tion of the head chef as the principal 
plank in his platform; 1ut it did not work. 
~rhe Common\Yea1th Govcrmment are trying 
again, and by n1eaus of thrir industrial legis­
lation, r!oing o\·erything they can to create 
th" most S)'>itrio-us of political issues for the 
comirro- Federal el!'ction. Thev have not been 
able to scitle industrial dis)iutes, In spite 
of all the arv,ument about the wonderful 
Bruce-Pa!!P Govern111ent. they have not 
settled any industrial disputes satisfactorily, 
though they have been. able to promote ~hem, 
Thev haYe won elechon~ upon false rssues 
re~ardino· th<'m · bnt thev have not been able 
to~ do a;;\Tthino·' \vith m~Pn who are out on 
strike. The,- a-~-e quite helpl0ss when a strike 
i.:; on. a~ ''Ta~ evidenced in the case of the 
cooks' dispute. 

Hon. \Y. J-T. R1R!,ES: As the State Govern­
nl-_nt \vere in the case of Cairns. 

:VIr. P01~LOCK: The Commonwealth 
CnvC'rnment have not been able to do any­
thing- in the way of adjusting to ~he catis­
frtction of thme c.oncerned any mdustnal 
disnutL'c-. 1f their industrial legislation is as 
g-ood as it is claimed to be, why do they not 
~1o it? 

T wish to draw dtention to what I con­
sider a VC''Y re_o;rettable attitude on the part 
of the Brucc-Page Government, and one that 
doe-; not appear tD be generally understood­
that is il10 desire to take away h·orn th0 
States all pOWC'r in the n1attcr .of i~1dt~Etrial 
a wards .tnd to nsurp State functrons m mdus­
trial matter", one of the reasons being that 
rnen who arc v;orking under Con1n1onwealth 
a"·ard, are not di,;ible for unemployment 
insurancr. Pedwps the:,' hope by that means 
tu break down some of the benefits whrch 
.Labour ha'3 given to men who have to war~;;: 
fnr a living in the State. The general, at~J­
tude of lhe Bruce-Page GoYernment rs m 
favour of butting into State awards and 
rr,aking os much political capital as possible 
out of it. 

An OPPOSITI0:-1 ME~IBER: \Vhat did you do 
over the railway strike? 

Mr. PoZlock.] 
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::\1r. POLLOCK: I never had any apology 
to make iu regard to the attitude of thi~ 
Government. on the railway strike, which the 
hon. member may wtsh to call a lockout. 
I have always adopted the attitude which I 
considered in the be,,t interests of the State 
in regard to these disputes. 

Mr. KERR: vVc know your attitude all 
right. 

Mr. POLLOCK: My attitude is very well 
known. It is to the effect that those industrial 
disputes can mt!:.- be settled by conciliation as 
a g<•n<>r.·d n!le. They cannot be settled by 
making .!,n example of irresponsible leaders­
we only make martyrs of them, if we -do that. 
The general idea of the hide-bound Tory is 
that you can settle all dio,putes by persecuting· 
son1eonc. 

Mr. KERR: No. 

]\fr. POLLOC'K: You cannot do it You 
only make martyrs of them, and give to their 
propaganda a significance that lift:: years of 
their own lecturing would not do. You have 
to settle these dispute;; by the cold light of 
reason, and not by coercion or force. 

Mr. KERR: I agree with you; but that is 
not the polwy of your prrrty. 

Mr. POLLOCK : Whatewr mav be said 
of the policy of this party, it is" there for 
evetyone to see; one cannot say that of 
the policy of the Opposition. Throughout i he 
whole of this debate hon. m0m bPrs opposite 
have been telling us that thc:v would come 
over here and put Quceneland brrck into wktt. 
they consider its former nosition ii thev 1tot 
the chance; but thev ver',' cardullv n;fr,iin 
from saying how th8y wol1ld do it,u or wha~ 
policy they would adopt. 

Whether the•' will be able to trot out a 
policy at election time is another matter. 
As a matter of fact, one of the most notice­
able features during the SC"·Sion has bPon the 
efforts of the press to make out that members 
opposite arc making a good showing, wh0n, 
as a 1natter of fact, their speeches arr- still 
the same old droarv cff.>l'ts that we have had 
to listen to during "the last fifteen vears. If 
you read the pres;:; every n1or~ing. and 
believe it, yon would be led to the conclu­
sion, for insta.ncc, that t.hc hon. n1c1nbcr for 
Sn,ndgate .made a l'Cn1arkablc 5pcech. 

Hoa. vV. H. BARXES : So he diJ. 

Mr. POLLOC'K: You would think that 
some other hon. member s!)oko in unhurried 
and dulcet tones; that another hon. member 
slat<'d the Govermnent fore and aft. If you 
sat h2re, hov\·cvcr-and you, J\I r. S11Cal~er, 
are probably in the best poc-ition to juclg•.­
you would know tlwt it was the Sttme drearv 
drivelling clfort that 110 haw: been accn '_ 
torned to all along. This effort on the , art 
of the press to glorify tho Opposi tior( by 
means of propaganda is doomed to failure 
berause the peoplA know the hon. members 
whom it is dc~ircd to bring iHto ibe lirw!­
light. 

Hon. W. H. B\RNES: You are rnoking 
fairly heavy weather of it. 

Mr. l'OLLOCK: I cannot help it if tbc 
hon. gentlern,tn does n{Jt lilw the truth. I 
thought he did at one time. I do not intend 
to quote h·orn the pre'3s ''Gallery Kot ·s"; but 
even members of Lhe Opposition must some, 
times blush when they see what is written 
~b®tlt them. You can find this idea of r1rcss 
glorification of the Nationalists nm~lwre 
better exemplified than in a report of 11 
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speech delivered by the Prime l\1inistr r the 
other day. He 'vas t.olJing sorne funny ~tor]e::; 
at a gathering in B'risbane-I do not think 
he knew they were funny-and this is th,, 
one I think was funnier than any othPr-he 
\Yas rcfol~r:ing to his selection for a Federal 
scat--

" There 'vcro no fewer than tlJirtc~n 
candidate>, and he had to wait his turn. 
Outside tho hotel there v, as one of those 
old-fashioned gutters with a kPrbc,conc, 
a.nd while he we.s waiting he 'at "" the 
kerbstone, pulled out his pipe, ancl 
puffed away. A man had come> fro:n 
th" back part of the electorate who bacl 
a good deal of influence, and w]v;, the 
favoured candidate wcut wrong they h'ld 
to get another. That man ;aid i'l th" 
others : ' There was one poor de,-il who 
did not seem to have a friend, and ~<as 
sitting in the gutter; let us Yoto for him.' 
(Laughter.) The:,, did vote for him, and 
he became the candidate and was elected." 

'What a sight he would be-sitting in the 
gutter-spats and all! If that is not the 
dizzy limit, I do not know what is-that a 
man well-kno'cJI in business. reputed to haYe 
an income of £50,000 per annum should be 
unknown to anybody on the election com­
mittee, and should be sitting outside in thu 
gutter and srnoking-withont a friend-and 
that for that reason they elected him. That 
is the sort of stuff served up to the rubli0 
before an election; and it is the <'>amo sort uf 
stuff th~t the press of this city is endeavour­
ing to serve up to the publlc every ruorniug 
abont hon. n1cmbcrs oppo.:;ite. Corning 
down to the Hou··o tho democratic hoiL 
member for \Vvnnmn -hook hands with a 
widow!" Ho\;, wonderful! (Laughter.) 
"The hoE. member for Albert, when w:,lking 
down the sti'eet, talked for five minutes to c, 

cripple, who did not know who he \.Ya2, and 
then vvalkcd away after haYing givcll hita 
5s."-a thing I think the !ton. member might 
do, as a. matter of fact. (Laughter.) That 
sort of thil'lg an1nscs nw. 

Mr. KELSO: "\Yhat l\1r. Bruce s2id wa,; 
said at a smoke social. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It seems a most appro­
priate place to sav it; and, if the hon. 
member was there and in the same condition 
as the others, he would a.pprecia te it ; but 
to expect me to bolie,·e that the party oppo­
site has any policy-on the mere Scty so of 
the press-and to expect the: people to 
swallow it, is a bit too much. 

During the cour:o of this debate, one of 
the allog·odly ,crious suggestions made by the 
hon. n1cn1bcr ~or Enoggera was that, if h:is 
party were returned to power, they would 
appoint comtnis:;ions to inquire into railways, 
State enterprises, and various other things. 
That seems to be the prevailing Tory idea of 
how to settle a problem-appoint. a commis­
sion; paY the 1nembers unlimited expense~; 
lot them" tour the country for months, and 
then forget nll about them. That is a won· 
derfnl brain wave. 

Mr. MooRE: Like the Local Authorities 
Boundaries Commission. 

::\fr. POLLOCK : It has been the polio .. · of 
::\fr. Bruce for m any '•cars to appoint com­
missions, send them all round the country 
spending the taxpayers' money, and then drop 
them. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: 'Yhat about the Locat 
Authorities Boundaries Commission? 
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1\ir. POLLOCK: I understand that that 
cmrnni~ ,ion has prcsl'llh)cl a report. It was a 
n1atter in conn·~ction vvith which a rornnus~ 
siou should be asked to inquire; but 0the1' 
nraU<.~rs are in a very tlifferent category. 

l\fr. KERR : Did not the present Secretary 
for Public \Y orks serve on a corrnni.ssion? 

:\lr. POLLOCK: He will be able to deal 
with that himself. I am not in favour, and 
I do nut think any man who knows his job, 
Dr ought to know his jqb,, would be in favo~1r 
of being returned to Parliament to do ccrtam 
things, then depLlting the job to others, and 
rdu,ing to attend to the matter aiter a 
report had been made. That policy is 
characteristic of the Bruce Government, and 
has bef'n characteristic of all :-.J ational Govern­
ments throughout the '' orld during the last 
ten or fifteen years. It is a most convenient 
way of disposing of a problem. This Goveru­
m('nt tackles the problem Itself. 

l\Ir. MooRE: The Land Settlement Advisory 
Boarcl \Yas appointee! to remedy your adminis­
tration. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That was not a parlia­
nrentarv cornmission, but a conunission of 
expert>': They presented a very valuable 
report, which was carried out almost in its 
entirety by this Government at the very first 
upportunity. That is the difference between 
a committee of :nquiry appointed by a Labour 
Government and a commission that would be 
appointed by 1:hc Opposition. ~ 

Mr. KERR: \Ve desire an independent body 
of experts to inquire into the railways. 

Mr. POLLOCK : The Opposition would 
require the expe,·ts if they were returned to 
power, because they would be thoroughly 
incapable of doing the job themselves. 

Mr. KELSO: \Ye have as much brains on 
this side as you have over therf'. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Reiteration of this sort of 
thing by the Opposition will not solve this 
question. To assert that they have more 
brains than the Government does not convey 
anything except extreme optimism. It does 
not convey any proof that they have the 
capacity to govern; and the conduct of affairs 
by their party is sufficient indication that they 
could not agreo amongst themselves long 
enough even to form a Cabinet. 

Mr. KELSO: You are up against a dead end. 

:Ylr. POLLOCK: Take the in6dent of the 
past fevv .da:y;j 1n connection with the hon. 
member for Oxlcy. I am not going to pro­
fess any spurious sympathy for the hon. mem­
ber. b4i I really do think that he is the only 
man on the Opposition side with sufiicient 
courage to stand up and say what that party 
would do if they were returned to powf'r. I 
think he is the only n1an in m:,~ tin1c who ha.s 
1Ken game to ·,ay so; and becaus~ he n1akt'S 
that statement he is politely a" ked by the 
Leader of the Opposition to vacate his scat 
on the front Opposition bench. 

Mr. CLAYTOX: That is not true. 
1\Tr. Bm!CE: He says so. 

~Ir. POLLOCK: He was asked to vacate 
hi~ sent, on thG front Opposition bc'neh, and 
it ;,, :hat he was asked to do so 
imll! 1ftcr making one of the 1no::;t 
d<uunin~ taten10nts~from the -..-ie,vpoint of 
i fw C:pposltion-that ha Ye been n1ade in thi~ 
!louse for many years. 

1\fr. CLAYTo: : \Vhat 0 ou say is untrue. 

Mr. KELBO: \~ou don't know anything 
about it. 

~r. POLLOCK : It is a curious thing 
that this subject .'cPms t'' hurt hon. members 
opposite•. 

r1h. KELSO : It does not. 

Mr. POLLOCK: '[ cannot understand for 
1h~ life of me how the Leader of the 
( )pposi ~ion can fl ~k the hon. me m bcr for 
Oxlev to leave the froat OppositiOn bench. 
lOppvosition interJcchons.) 

The L-\PEAKER: Order! 

~h. POLLOCK: Thu only rule that this 
House has bcarii:g on that quf'stion is the 
rule of practiee that 1hc front Opposition 
),cnch and the front cross-bench on f'ither 
side of the Chamber are reserved for ex-
2'v1inistcrs of the Crown. There is no Stand­
iilg Order or other pr_actice bearing on it, so 
the Leader of the Oppooition himself has 
reullv no right to sit on the front Opposition 
Lenc1; and how he can ask any other hon. 
nwmber of the Opposition to get off it is 
beyond me. 

Mr. MooHE: \Yhy not ask for tiw truth 
of the matter; 

:.It-. POLL(JCK: The hon. member for 
Oxlev has such a habit of telling the truth 
''~bo1!t the Opposition that tD do so 
will be unnecessary; and it is for the 
1·eason that he has done so on this occas10n 
that he has been asked to vacate his po<ition. 
I hope he will be man enough to stand to 
his guns and rr.:fuse io do so. 

?dr . .l\fow:Ax: What a]'c you butting m 
for: 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not butting in; 
but I hate to see a man being victimised 
because he has the couruge to stand up and 
sav what he thinks. (Opposition laughter.) 
Tl;c hon. memrwr fol' \V\nnum ill remember 
the time when the Oppo~ition wanted to push 
him out of his position. (Opposition 
lunghter.) You remember, 1Ir. Spe-aker, 
some two or three years ago that the hon. 
wembers for \Vindsor, \-Vynnum, and Nun­
c!ah wore told that they were no longe1· 
members of the Opposition ancl wore asked 
to vacate their seats; but they did not do 
so. 

Mr. KEI.SO : You are tlshing now. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: I have the utmost sym· 
1.•athv for them. They represent, and have 
faith.fully represented. here for years, the 
biggcer city interests, and the C~unlry Party 
\\~ere afraid of them. They d1d not want 
them in their partY. It was not profitable 
to have them thel''e, and they asked them 
to leave, notwithstanding the fact that they 
\Vcre amongst the most capable members 
of their party. \Vhen I see an hon. member 
representing certain interests and bemg 
honest about it-we know that the hon. 
member for \-Yynnnm represents the bigger 
citv interests-I like to cndcncl to him my 
. vmnathv. a.nd, when those hon. members 
\\:er~ bcli{g victi1niscd, n1y syrnpathy 'vent 
out to them, just as it nmv goes out to 
the hon. member for Oxley because he stated 
to the countn- truthfullv 1rhat the Opposi­
tion would do if thcv s'uc:·eeded in getting 
iuto power. I hope' he will stick to his 
pms and show the sam0 independence of 
1hought in that matter as he does on the 
floor of this House, although in the main 
hon. members opposite have, as most party 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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members have to do. ansmcrecl to the crack 
of the party whip. · 

A ma.ttor of the utmost importance to 
\Yeetb·n people, and ono which I have been 
a·ked )y,· a numbl'r of grazwrs to ventilate 
in this H onse, is the attitude of the Bruce 
Goverrnnent on the queshon of the 1n1porta­
tion of Alsatian dogs. 

lion. J. G. APPEL: .\t ono time I pro­
hibited ihe importation of Alsatia,n dogs. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The Bruce Government 
have done a wise thing in prohibiting the 
importation o{ .A.ls.tti<tn dogs. 

T\h. 2\1oRGAN: \Vhat do \'OU think We 
ought to do with the Al •atia1; dogs already 
here·; 

l\ir. l'OLLOCK: It is understood that the 
Brnce-Page Government are likely to give 
way on this important question. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I hope they do not. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the hon. 
m em her for Albert to cease from interrupt­
ing the hon. member for Gregory. 

T\Ir. POLLOCK: In regard to the importa­
tion of the Alsatian clog, there is a good 
dl'al of concern in \V c~torn districts, where 
there has been considerable troclble for years 
in kcq1ing the dingoes unuer control. \\'hile 
SOlllC o{ us ar·e not concerned about ho"\Y rnany 
rwts people rnay rnakc of prize dogs in the 
citv w-2 a1·e conecrned ·with the srJrcading of 
pc~;,, That brings me to the point that, 
although »ornc pcovle say that the .A.Jsatian 
i' of 1lic ,hcplwrd dog family-that it is used 
in iH 0'.\."11 country to protect ::3hecp frmn 
wolves. and therefore ought to be a pro­
tector, rather than a devourer of sheep-it 
does not alter the fact that quit., a number 
of sheep dogs in \'le,.tcrn Queensland have 
inbred with the dingoco, and the product 
of that alliance is jw:>t fUl sa vagc as and is 
rr'ore cunning than tho really wild dingo. 
The experience of all men who lune clone 
much sheep breeding in \V cstern Queensland 
and :'\nv South \Vales goes to show· that the 
half-tame clog is a greater merwce than the 
wild dog. vVhen I was tnvolling across 
from Duchess to Doulia in a motur cal', three 
dingoes trotted up bc>hind the car, which 
was going very slowly. As soon as thP rC'al 
dillgo saw what it was hu kc)Jt on follmYing 
out of curiosity, but the bvo half-tan1ccl dog.~ 
drat were with him went straight across 
countrv. That is an it1clication that the real 
dingo,~ seeing the unkno,vn, was not afraid 
uf it, but that the half-tamed dog knew what 
a hurnan being in a motor car \Yas, and v-·as 
not going to be caught too easily. It is 
f<·ared by the people in the \Y est that the 
importation of the Alsatian clog will result 
in a brC'cd of'~- dingoL'.~ n1orc dangerous than 
the existing brood. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I am with the hon. 
member. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

i\Ir. POLLOC'K: Thank you, T\ir. Speaker. 
The hon. member for Allwrt reminds me of 
the adage, " Save rne frorn tny fric~nds." 

On quite a number of the \V estern stations 
which have no sheep at all on them at the 
pres0nt tirne there. is a dog poisoner 
busily engaged, so that the work of restock­
ing- may be commenced without the dog 
menace after the drought has broken. The 
people there are really afraid of the inlH·eed­
ing of the Alsatian dogs with dingoes. Per-
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sonally, I think that the only argument that 
can ]Jc adduced in. favour of importing the 
AlsatHlll 1s that 1t 1s a particularly sagacious 
doe;-onc t.hat is very quick to pick up tricks, 
and tltut sort of thing. If the public desire 
to have pets I think it is u very good thing 
that we should dis- om·age the importation 
of santge one' that !ll'e likely to become a 
nmsanco; and I do not think any harm will 
be done as a rcsLdt of the importation of 
Als,ttian dogs being prohibited. I remem­
ber So!llC twenty yqars ago a. pastoralist 
nanw,l Robert Christison at Tower Hill 
Creek, in the Yicinity of Prairie, imported 
half-a-cl~zeu stag hounds for the . purpose of 
k1lbng d1ngo1.''" \Yluch were a serrous menace 
to his cattle-raising activities; he had about 
40,000 head of pme-bred Hereford cattle. 
Alter having these slaghounds on the station 
for h o years, he found that, instead of kill­
ing lhe dingoes, thc.v had commenced to 
lm-cd in with them. with the result that in 
~he ,·ieinito' of Hughcnden and Prairie there 
15 a br0('d of ding·oc') big enough in size for 
two of them to pull down a yearling calf. 

That is the menace that the 
[3.30 p.m.l sheep-growers of \Vestern Queens-

_ land are afraid of in regard to 
these Alsahan clogs. ::\Ien •vho understand the 
sheep inclustq realise that portions of 
Hughcr,clen Station, Redcliffe. and other 
properties in the vicinity of Hughenden close 
to the bas,dt countr:~·, which is infested with 
these half-bred staghouncl-dingoes, cannot be 
succe--,full:: settled until a large amount of 
1uoney has been -pent on dog-proof netting. 
That in itself is a sufficient argument to 
mduce thP Bruce Uovernment to refuse to 
back down, on their prohibition of the impor­
tatiOn of tnc '8 Alsahans. If a man desires 
a ]wt. an Aireclale or any other sort of house 
do~ H a good on;mgh and safe. enough pet 
fo1 any n1an to have \Ylthout rmporting a 
rec1l menace. 

IIoxOUilABLE :'YIE'I!BERS: Hear, heart 

Tlfr. BELL (Fassifrrn): It is rather diffic,]t 
to n~troducc lH''~'T ar_g;mnPnb into the delnh'. 
par;rcularly after so nutn:." hon. n1rrnbl'rs h:1 "" 
:-;pon:en; hut thP boa. nlCIIlbcr 'rho llas j"_;-'t 
~pok0n c0rtainly introrlu ·;:d 1 ~,:.;nse of hnn10111~ 
mto the. delmlc. He complained about the 
lack of 1nh~1·0·,t ~ 110'Yll by the Oppo'-'ition jn 

th~~ rcnslJl'e rnorion. lL is ra1hcr a difRcnlt 
th1ng to sho-w a great dc-..1 of intere~t. In no 
part of the IIousc dO(';;:: there sc-Prn to b-· .n 
absorbing jntf:'rcst in it--br< au-,f' in t~llc·'Se 
cla2, s of m .r;hine-rn \de politics onh~ a honc­
les: optirnist "\YOtdd cxpc~t to h~1vc tin culvr.'r~r­
Y,Ji0 in tLP GoYcrnment < rric 1. Tn t1;t'' c 
d:fi~.:J of marllinc-rnadc llo1itics one n1av eon­
VII1('(' by fl rg1nnent 7 but the vote will UI wa vs 
be tho san1e. That sort of thing largehT 1-:iL"' 
!JlC force of argurnent, a1Hl ..-crv Iargel~' k:11~ 
rntc~r'~''3t in the-' c1cbatcs; bnt 'I "\Vas ~'ather­
struck by the cla.im of tbc lvm. member for 
Crt•gor;v that the pn''··_'ltt UoYcrnn1ent arc­
:·eally tho friend_s of the pastorali .ts. Surely 
1t 1s hard to lwhe,·e that he is sincere in I hot 
statement! Are they al la.st >ebout to ho'd 
out a heiping hand to those whom th07 ]HLYe 
done their bo,t to destro ? " 

The hon. member a],; claimed that the 
drought '"'"-s vpry largel:: ro,pO!Bible for the 
unemployment which is in existC'nr:;- in 
Queensland to-clay. The drought has had 
FJrnc influu1cc. bnt onlv a verv 'clnn.ll influ­
ence, bccansc uncrnplo,Y;}H)llt in 'rounir--:· areas 
is 1irr~lt.Pd in cxt~~nt., ''"h0rcas it- _is v0~'Y rwc­
Yaknt In l8.rgc c1t:v a::.·cas. in "\Y}nch areas wr~ 
sec :3econdrrl':_v indu~tric-s declining ancl going 
to the other SLttn. That i-. the main cause 
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of unemployment in Queensland to~day. The 
real effects of the drought ha \~e not been 
felt in Qneensland yet. As hon. member 
for Gregory weB knows, that a i'cr 
tho future, yvhrn, he said, economies h::tYo 
to be practised to meet the situabon. In 
opinion the Governrncnt should be 
that policy into effect now in ordor 
the situation before it get-s too hacl. 

Mr. PoLLOOK: 'l'his is the only Go1·crnmcnt 
ths~t has shown a surplus this yea,r. 

Mr. DELL: How they got the surplus is 
another question. 'l'hc hon. member for 
Gregory mentioned how satisfied he was 
the Labour Party had maintained their 
tion in the JVlitchcll electorate. If he is 
satie.fied, I am sure wo are satisfied. I sha1l 
give the figures, which show that the Govern~ 
ment have lost a considerable amount of 
ground, despite the effect of the drought and 
other ·considerations. 

l'.1r. POLLOOK: That is not correct. 

Mr. BELL: In 1923, the last contested 
election in l'vlitchell before the recent by~ 
election. the total nun1ber of votes polled 
was 3,630. At the recent by~election, at 
1vhich l\fr. Bow 1vas returned, there was a 
total poll of 3,502 votes. The Government 
majority in 1923 was 1,106, while the majority 

the recent by~election was only 356. If 
hon. member for Gregory and his party 

are satisfied, so are '\VO. 

During this debate one has boon particu~ 
larly struck with the way hon. members 
opposite have delved into the past. They 
wont back to tho inception of tho Labour 
Party; but they did not say how they are 
going to meet the difhculties which face us 
1o~day. They have delved into the past to 
show what they did many years. ago as a 
justification for their existence to~day. In 
fact, they claimed credit for things for 
w hi eh they were never responsible. They 
accuse the Opposition of having no policy, 
but our policy is open for anyone to see. 
\Ve stand for a square deal to all, which 
unfortunately all sections of the community 
ar<e not getting to~day. 

We ]; now that the result of this censure 
motion is a foregone conclusion. I only 
wish that the electors o£ Queensland had 
an opportunity of giving a vote on it, as 
the result would then be very different. 
Labour in politics has been a ghastly failure. 
The Government have put the policy of 
Socialism into operation, and have proved 
it a failure! and thev have now come to a 
dead end, and do not know which wa.- to 
turn. '!'hey are seeking for something to lay 
hold upon. 'rhey are like drowning men 
grasping at any straw that presents itself. 
In proof of that, we had twenty~eight Bills 
last session, ever.v one of which except the 
Loan Bill was an amending measure. This 
year we have twenty~three Bilis outlined 
in the Governor's Speech, all of which with 
two excoptlons are amending rnyasures pre~ 
vious]y passed by this Government. They 
can only carry en by amending legislation 
previously passed by thl~mselves. The Pre~ 
mier at least realised the situation they 
are up against whon he said, referring to 
State enterprises, that he has seen many 
Tine theorirs murdered by hard economic 
fads. If the rest of hi., party realise this, 
it will necessarily moan a change in their 
policy. 

One of the planks of the Labour platform. 
however, is socialisation, and the present 

or possibly another Premier will be 
to put that policy into operation 

sooner or later. rrhat is the ultimate objec­
tive of the Labour Party, and the electors 
of Queellbland should not have dust thrown 
ir: their eyes. \Ye have seen a part of the 
po !icy of socialisation put into operation, 
and it has been a ghastly <tnd costly failure 
to the of Queensland, who have to 
foot the The result has been tha.t 
n1ore 1n0n and \YOmen have been thrown 
ont of employment. 

The Governm<"JJt are ·deserving of condom~ 
nation for not facing the industriltl situation, 
which is of paramount importance to 
Queensland. It ',s tragic to sec so much unem~ 
ployment in a voung country like Queensland 
needing so rnuch dovelopn1ent and possessing 
such great 1·esources. It is estimated that 
between 10,000 8Ld 15,000 persons are out of 
work unemployment entails sufferinG', not 
only by the workers, but also their wiv~s and 
families. A man who is not employed is not 
satisfied. He is discontented. He has noth~ 

to look forward to and no comforts to 
his family, whom he cannot bring up 

the way he would like. I claim that this 
is the most serious problem we have to face· 
but the GovernmenL have shown no evidenc~ 
of a desire to face it. The best method which 
can be used by us lies in the direction of 
or_ganising our prjmary and secondary indusd 
tnes and encouraging capital to come here 
to help our development, so that industry, 
both pnmary and secondary, can employ 

rnon and 1norc \Vomen. We on this side 
l that private enterprise should be 
(·ncouragcd. Private enterprise alone can 
develop our gre..tt natural resources at no cost 
to the taxprcyor of the State; .and. it would 
be. the aim of the Opposition so to encourage 
pnvate, enterptise that capital would be 
mducea to come here, that work would be 
offering to the workers, and Dur natural 
resources would be developed. 

\Ve have also to consider the necessary 
reduction of taxation. To~day taxation has 
reached an uneconol?ic level, and it is having 
a ,very harmful effect on employment and 
maustry.. It has cr,used stagnation on every 
side, qmte urespecti ve of drought because 
droughts have 'JCCl•rred in Queensla~d before 
and. will occur again. It is the maladminis: 
tratwn of the Government that has been 
l::rgely. responsible for the position, and taxa~ 
twn wrll have to be reduced to an eeonomio 
level so that n:oney which is being taken oat 
of mdu,try :-vrll be made available for pri~ 
Yat~ onte1:pr1se. Any amount of money is­
anulable m the world to~day. It only needs 
t? be mduced to come to this State. \Ve have 
abnndant opportunities for the investment of 
It, but1 If .the l~ovornmcnt tax it uneconomi­
cally, Jt wrll not come here. 

The charge has sometimes been levelled 
ag-ainst this [Jarty that we are a low~wage 
party. Th::t JS wrong·. I say that the stan­
dard o£ hvmg should be maintained; that is 
a.bwlutely essentJol. Let me go further. \Ve 
say that co~opent.ion in industry should be 
enc<:;uraged, wrth .!Jaym~nt by results, so that 
the worker who 1s wtlhng to work can earn 
morE) thap ,the standard wage. It is only by 
offenng Inducements to the workers that you 
wrll encourage m0n to give of their best and 
er:able them t? 1nake rnore than a fair wage. 
We also realise that the individual worker 
has to be protected against the unscrupulou;; 
employer. Unfortunately, there. are some 
employers read.y to take advantage of the 

Mr. Bell.] 
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worhcr, and we must sec to it that he is pro­
tected. We ?eed also a better understanding 
between capital and labour. Labour cannot 
get . on without capital, and capital cannot 
exist without labour. How absurd, then, is 
th1s eternal warfare between them, which is 
not in the best interests of the worker or the 
country 1 The Opposition propose to foster a 
better understanding between capital and 
labour by the encouragement of the co-opera­
tive principle. 

Tho Premier to-day speaks of difficulties. 
Every Government has difficulties and prob­
lems to fa-ce; but the best government is the 
Goncrnment that can solve those problems. 
The present Govermmmt are· responsible 
largely for many of the .difficulties with which 
they aro faced to-day in the industrial sphere, 
For decades pa.st. tho Labour Party have 
been prcachmg d1scontent and advocatin~ 
go-slow methods, and to-day they are reapin~ 
as they hBve sown, and are up against eome 
of the difficulties that they themselvee ha vc 
created. 

. To illustrate a.nd proYe my point, I should 
hke to read sorr,e extn10ts from a epeech 
made by Mr. W. H. Demaine, President of 
the Queensland Contra! ExeCLltive and the 
mouthpiece of the inner council or Labour 
junta, at the opening of the Labour Conven­

. tion in Brisbane in ,January 1918 i.o show 
how this spirit has been foste;'od ar;d encour­
aged by the Government. He sa.id-

" One of the educational needs of the 
hour is to bring the workers to a fuller 
realisation of the need for a fuller class­
·consciousness amongst them. The fond 
hope that some o£ them have that thev 
may become employers aml exploiters a'[ 
labour in due course must be dispelled, 
and the fact that thert> can bo no possible 
identity of intereet between employer and 
employee must be driven into their 
minds, 'vVo cannot have a tme democ­
racy until capitalism is overthrown, and 
only a class-conscious people can do tho 
overthrowing. Therefore, we must ha vo 
Labour class-conscious and imbued with 
tho knowledge that only by the comrr:1.mi­
sation or socialisation of capital ean the 
intereats of L~bour aiJd capital become 
identical." 

That has been backed up by every hon. 
member on tho Government side. Thcv haYe 
been preaching class consciou.:moss and" bitter 
hatred during the whole of their exio;t<m-ee. 
In 1920, Mr, Demainc also said--

" In the matter of State enterprioes, I 
believe that a bolder policy would ha vc 
received the approva.l of lhe great 
majority of the people, and I would sug­
gest that this be undertaken as soon as 
possible. State meat and fish shops, 
State stations, and pineapple' preserving 
factories and sawmills aro all right, bnt 
we want more than these to-daY. Wo 
1;vant a State line of steamers, Vv~'-'J Vi'ant 
State farms. Sta.te factories. woollen and 
ootton n1ills; and State dietr~ibuting· stores 
on the universal provider plan. In a 
"vord vve want, as soon as possible) the 
necessaries of life, food, and clothing 
provided by tho State. Tho luxuries can 
come a.ftor. This is a State of SoeialiBnl. 
It will be sa.id we are ultra-Commnnisto 
and I say what of it. EYerv adYancc 
in this direction, every trust o~r cornbjne 
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nrttiona1ised, overv new 
lishod by tho st'ate, 
nearer to our nltimate 
State ownership 
though yon tcrrn 
will be much 
cornn1unal 

That has also been supported by the sup­
porters of the Government. The difficulties 
that the Premier rnentioned as {:~xisting to-dav 
are very largely his O\VIl creation and th'(. 
cre~tioJ_I of his own 11arty und organisation, 
wluc.h 1s the real power outside Parliament. 
They have found their policy a ghctstly 
failure, and arc 110\Y endeavouring to get rid 
of State enterprises. Another plank >in the 
platform "gone west." One wonders what the 
left wing of the Govemment are doing to-day, 
They are particularly quiet. Perhaps th(' 
selection ballots arG keeping thom too busy 
to enable them to eay o_nything about tboir 
platform. \Ve now hear very little about 
the platform. All we hear is "in defence of 
the Government, and in order to defend their 
actions they must go back into the past. 
They do not point to the future, ancl c-how 
how the Governmen_t aro going to do thingo. 
I cla.1m that a solution of the presc;nt difficul­
ties 1s a Government with a bold and states­
manlike po!icy-somcthing sorely lacking on 
the other side to-day . 

Mr. KERR: 'rheir trouble is that they have 
lost their inii iative. 

:Mr. BELL: Some followers of the Go­
vernment party arc advocating going farther 
a iong the socialistic ro11d. Some advocate 
revolution. They say that things a.re so bad 
now that l-hey could not be any worse in 
the event of a revolution. I would like to 
-draw their attention, at the same time issue 
a warning, and quote vYhat a fanner member 
of the English Labour Party, Dr. Haden 
Guest, said in a little pamphlet-that to lead 
1ncn toward " the revolution " is to lead 
them to a mirage where they will perish of 
thirst amid the arid sands o£ reality. I would 
also refer them to Anatole France's book, 
" Isle of the Peng·uins," in which he shows 
where, after an orgy of reYolution and blood­
shed, the people slipped hack into a quiet 
rural hfe once more, wherein ea.ch man lived 
peaceably with his own crops, .and the 
rcvolubonancs and agitators cut their own 
throats beca'-!sc they found, aft~r dissipation 
and destruction, that there was nothing to 
gain by their orgy of revolution. 

Mr. FOLEY: That is the bogey which you 
use at election ti1nc. 

Mr., BELL: It is the bogey that hon. 
members opposite hold up to their own sup­
porters now. Hon. members on the other 
side now repudiate the revolutionaries and 
ultra-Communists, although they succeeded 
to power on their votes and assistance. It 
suits the Governnwnt to dissvciate them­
selves fron1 them at eJection time. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: They are busy 
fixing up their plebiscites. 

Mr. llELJ,: Some of their plebiscites are 
giying them concern, for they are verv 
quiet indeed. · 

Mr. DASH: You a re having trouble in your 
own ranks. · 

Mr. BELL: We sav that the Government 
after being in po\ver -fo1~ some thirteen vear~ 
and pla-cing~ or endeavouring to place, ·~ome 
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of their planks upon the statute-book, have 
found that their policy has been a failure, 
and ihey now do not know which way to turn. 
Their · is fast becoming disintegrated, 
"nd are not the force in politics that 
they o,verc previously either inside or out­
side of Parliament. The Government are 
loud in their declamations bnth in.Jide and 
nutsido this House in an endeavour to bolster 
up their insecure position El nd 1~1ake it appear 
that their disintegration is not so bad as 
it 1·cally is. They havo no policy, and do 
not know which wav to turn. It is the duty 
nf the Go~ernment to face the difficulties 
that confront them and attempt to solve the 
many problems which ao,vait SOlut~on. They 
cannot solv<> them, and a re lookmg to tho 
Opposition to give sorne hint or even a 
straw to which they may clutch. 

Hon. W. H. B:\RNES: Are they not calling 
out, " Throw out the life line!" 

Mr. BELL: They have reached a desperate 
position, and it is only by loud declamation 
that they are keeping up their courage and 
·ihe courag·e of the people of Queensland. 
Bnt the people of Queensland are not so 
easily gulled. In fact, for some years past 
one would think that the Premier and his 
party have looked upon the electors as 
rabbits, who were most easily caught by 
the ears. They have been tickling the ears 
of the electors for years past. Now they 
have nothing more to offer them. The 
electors are getting very sore, and are only 
looking for an opportunity to pass their 
Yerdict on the Government. 

We must look very largely for our salvation 
to the primary industries of this State. Our 
secondary industries ha vc languished, ere at­
ing much unemployment. To show the im­
portance of the primary industries as corn· 
pared with the manufacturing activities of 
the State, the following figures for 1925-26 
arc interesting : ~ 

Agricultural production 
Dairy, poultry, etc. 
Pastoral 
Mining; 
Forestry, fisheries, etc. 

Total 

£ 
12,500,000 

6,300,000 
21,100,000 
2,100,000' 
2,800,000 

"' £44,800,000 

Manufacturing ... £18,100,000 

Those figures show how important the 
primal~y industries are; and, when we remem­
ber that 74 per cent. of our exports are the 
products of the primary industries, we realise 
how essential it is that we should maintain 
our position as an exporting country, because 
we have a large interest bill to meet, and 
our commitments in that respect can only be 
met by the export of our primary produce. 
The hope of the primary producer lies very 
largely in an extension of the secondary 
industries, and it is essential, therefore, that 
secondary industries should be fostered con­
currently with an extension of primary 
activities. After all, the best market that 
the producer can have is his home market. 

In that connection, I desire to refer to- the 
rural schools which have been established in 
Queensland. I should like to see a larger 
number of those schools, which are rendering 
an excellent service to the children in the 
country, for whom they are in the nature 
o£ a secondary education. Various country 
school shows which I have recently visited 
ban• nroved to me the good work that is being 
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done by the calf, pig, and poultry clubs at 
the' various. echoo1s. 

There can be no doubt that scientific pro­
duction shonid be encouraged, but, further 
th"n that, ;t is essential that we should have 
a Con1:11ornyealth system ·of organised market-

Cnfortur:ately, the producer in one 
is very often cornp<3ting with the pro­
in -illlOthcr State, so that it is necessary 

any scheme evolved should be Common­
wealth-wide in its application. More work 
along the-sp lines is wanted, because at the 
present t.im•c there is not a healthy co-cpera­
t ive spirit existing amongst the prin1ary pro­
clucers. 'That I found to my cost when I was 
~triving to put forward a. co-operative scheme 
some time ago~a scheme that had for its 
objective the welfare of the producers. Much 
cctn be done by instilling into the minds of 
our children the desirability of co-operation. 

I desire to refer also to the decline in 
manufacturing activities in Queensland-a 
point that was stressed by the hon. rnernbe~ 
fo1· Gregory, who dairned that drought was 
largely responsible for tho position. 'I'he 
figures which I am about to quote show how 
manufacturing has declined in Queensland. 

[4 p.m.] 

According to the latest figures available, 
the increase in factory employees per ·10,000 
between 1914 and 1926 was-

N<'>Y South Wales 
South Australia 
Victoria 
Tasmania 
Western Australia 
Queensland (decrease) 

140 
125 
83 
73 
56 
48 

That shows how manufactures have declined 
in this State, and. I claim that heavy uneco­
nomic taxfttion and absurd conditions are 
hampering .and rPstricting the expansion of 
our secondary industries. That be.ing so, 
they shoul-d immediately be reviewed by the 
Government with a view to righting tho posi­
tion. as soon as possible in the interests of 
Queensland gener-ally. 

Mr. HANLON: Industries do not pay taxes 
unless they are profitable. 

Mr. BELL: 1t is a remarkable thing that 
ever since the Labour Government came into 
power there has been a decline here, and 
Queensland is the only State in the Common­
wealth in which there has been a decline in 
this respect. There must be some re~ason for 
it. 

I should like to refer for a moment to the 
report of tlw Beef Cattle Industry Commis­
sion. The cattle industry is of very great 
importance ,to ;;he State of Queensland, and 
I would lib) to cougratulate the members of 
the commission '1.pon their report. They have 
compile-d tho information well and set out 
the position in a plain, straightforward man­
ner so that it cftn be understood by anyone. 
The report has also brought home to the 
people the great necessity there is that this 
industry shou1d be 1naintained, because over 
half the lands of Queensland are utilised for 
the production of cattle. It is also essential 
that an export surplus should be maintained 
so that loc<J.l supplies will always be available. 
Certain recomrn,;ndations have been made by 
the commission, and I can only hope that 
the Government will put them into operation. 
One recoi::r.o.rndg,tion is the abolition of price­
fixing. It is absolutely essential, in the 
interests of the industry, that this price-fixing 
should be discontinued. The commission 

1rh. Ben.] 
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11w. de this reco'.:nmendatiDn for various rea­
sons. One of the greatest criticisms that have 
been levelled against us in Australia has been 
that we do not produce first-quality stock. 
Well, price-fixing is going to have a very bad 
effect upon the quality if growers arc paid 
according to weight, independent altogether 
of quality. It 1s absolutely essential, there­
fore, that quality should command the highest 
price. 

Also, the commission 1nade recommenda­
tions with reference to taxation .and rentals, 
and like the Land Settlement Advisory 
Boa'rd, it also recommended the averaging of 
income. That is absolutely necessary in the 
pastoral or any primary industry. vVe have 
our droughts, .md it is absolutely essential 
that some reserve sho4ld be bUllt up to meet 
these periods of drought. The commission 
also recommended the establishment of abat-

as a public utility for Brisbane. That 
csscntia l in the interests of the people of 

Brisbane. It is <tlso essential in the interests 
of the industry, and I hope the Government 
will give due ~onsideration to the recommen­
dations put forward by the commission, 
because they are on sound lines. 

There is one matter that I should like to 
refer to which has had rather a disturbing 
effect and which to my mind, is unconsti­
tutio~r'tal· that is' the action taken by the 
Victoria~ Government in placing a prohibi­
t-ion upon Queensland chilled bee£ going to 
Victoria. This has had a very great effect 
upon Queensland, and will have in future. 
It appears that the railway refreshment-rams 
in Victoria have been instructed not to use 
Queensland chilled beef, and that means a 
sum of £20 000. I am pleased to hear that 
the Premiei; has had a wire from the Vic­
torian Government in regard to the opera­
tion of that restriction. Their action 
appears to me to be most un-Federal in spirit 
and provincial in outlo?k, and I . hope the 
Victorian Government will not persist m that 
attitude. 

I would also like to refer to the oil policy 
of the Government. We all realise what a 
wonderful thing it would be if oil were 
struck in payable quantities in Queensland. 
'l'he Government are justified in giving every 
encoumgement to companies and individuals 
who are prepared to sink their money in 
nrospecting for oil in this State. Up to the 
in·esent they have not been given the encour· 
agement which they deserve. Boring for oil 
is ,~ery expensive, and no one can say when 
or where oil is going· to be got. Scientists 
can give some indication as to the character 
of country and the most likely places to bore, 
but they cannot say where the oil is. We 
have to depend on people who arc prepared 
to put their money into sinking for oil. The 
Governrnent are not giving every encourage­
ment possible, because they are charging the 
hig-hest rates on machinery and casing 
required by these companies. If oil is struck 
in the State the Government secure a 
rovalty of 12~ per cent.; and it is in the 
interests of Queensland that tariff conces­
sions should be given to oil prospectors in 
Que~nsland. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The Federal 
Government are responsible for this high 
tariff. 

Mr. BELL: The Federal Government 
should be approached ·for assistance in the 
direction of granting a rebate of duties on 
machinery and casing which cannot be manu­
factured in this country. At one period the 

[M1·. Bell. 

Commonwealth Government offered a 
of £50.000 for the discovery of oil; but 
is much more important that the oi! pros~ 
pector should be encouraged be[ore he strikes 
oil, because after he has struck oil the 
£50,000 will not be of so much importance. 
If they had. the assistance in the beginning of 
their operations they would be better able 
to carry on the work of prospecting. 

There arc other matters which I could 
n1ention) but after so many hon. members­
have spoken on this want-of-confidence 
motion it is very hard to break now ground. 
rrho Go,·ern1nont are open to condemnation 
for not solving some of the difficulties 
which Queensland is placed to-day, and 
Leader of the Opposition was quite 
in launching his motion, because, 
carried, it will certainly draw the "'"'''''~n 
of the electors of Queensland to the 
we are in . It is high time that 
ch,mge of Government, and I think 
tors of Queensland are only looking 
opportunity to get that change. 

OPPOSITION ME:\JBERB: Hear, hear! 

Mr. CARTER (Port GurtiB): I desire to 
join with other hon. members. in expn:ssing 
my regret at the loss that has occurred 
through the dea1h of t\vo hon. ml1mbers who 
passt>d a way during the recess-the late hon. 
member for Stanlcv and the late hon. member 
for Mitchell. Both gentlemen were of 
amiable disvosition and acquisitions t0 
House. Both were exceeding-ly earnest in 
their opinions, and always freely expressed 
them. I am satisfied that their death is " 
loss to the House and to society g-enerally. 

I would like to congratulate the 
member for Mitchell, firot, upon his 
in moving the adoption of the Address 
Reply,. and then upon the fact that he has 
entered this Chamber. He is one of the 
oldest members of the Labour Party, and has 
always possessed a keen sense of duty. 1 
knew him during the period when hardships 
rather than kindnesses were the experience of 
those who advocated the cause of Labour, 
and he was one of those who bore a full 
share of the burden. It is a privilege 
meet him in this Chamber, where I know 
will carry on the good work in the 
of the masses of tbc people for whom 
always stood . 

I have been interested in the remarks which 
have been made on this amendment 
the Leader of the Opposition, and I 
listened with a §!ood deal of amusement as 
well as interest to the statements made by 
members on the other side. They have given 
LlS a thousand and one reasons whv this Go­
vernment should not sit on this s;de of the 
Home. They have told us that unemploy­
rnent is the result of the land tax. They ha.ve 
told us that unemployment is the result of 
short hours and high wages. Indeed the 
general tmwr of their remarks has been to 
this effect: " vVe are in favour of increasing 
the hours and reducing the wages of the 
worker." Only this time last year the hon. 
member for Oxley conveyed to this House 
the sentiments o{ hon. 1nembers opposite in 
this regard when, in reply t.o the hon. member· 
for Grogory, he made the follo"vving re­
mark:-

o It is not corrQct to RR y 
crirnina te introd11Ction · of 
here is the cause of unemployment. 
my opinion. the fmest thing that 
happen to Queensland to-day would 



Address in Reply. [29 AUGUST.] Address in Reply. 45f 

to dnmp 500,000 pPoplc on hrr ehoecs to 
break down all the ar'·;licial conditions 
which exist here.' 

To that Opposition members said, " Hear, 
hear!" Followmg that. to show thcct the 
hon. member for Oxlcy was not alone in 
cxpre;:;sing the opinion of Lon. mc~mbers on 
the other side in ~his n1attr.>r, the hon. nwn1Ler 
for V\'lnd:~or made tlic-;;o rPrnarks in re--ral'd 
to tho;e of the hon. wcmbcr for Grcgory 
about ior:nmigration-· 

•· The hon. member knm s that what I am 
~aying 1s pcrf('ctly true, ,,',nd that oar 
..;.uffcring is not du(~ in an~ '<rav to the 
action of the Prirno ~linistC~r in ubringing 
rniu-rants to the Stato. I c:laim tha.t. if 
there is ono big A ustralUill in Austr;tlia 
to-clay, it is the pr-..::;ont Prirnc: ;\linis1er.'' 

~~\.nJ Opposition men1Lcrs again said, " I-Ir~ar, 
hear!" 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: Quite so to thrrt. 

:.\1r. CAHTEll: EYt.'r-·· hon. n1e1nb='r on tho 
other side, when spcaJ·lng on tbu qn( ~.tion of 
nnrrr._ployruent, ha- told th1s liouso th<tt \Yh~lt 
ho \vants is a lower wa.g·e~at least if they 
ltavo not said so, th,.y have implied it. 
(Opposit.ion diHent.) Only yt>stc'rday the 
ho11. member for Cooroora made it quite 
clc·ar what was in the minds of hon. mem­
bers opposite-that is, those of them who have 
anything in their 1ninds. The ho:a. rncmber 
said that the mining industry could not be 
carried on because tho wuqesv were too high 
and the hours too short. 'the ho11. rnember 
for ~lurilla, who iB one of the recogulscd 
leader' on the other side, was quite bold in 
n1aking hi.:J staton1cnt. I havo a very great 
personal liking for him, but I do not agree 
vYith his opinion . 

The hon. member mado it auite clear that 
the pohcy of hou. 1nernbcrs ~opposite is a 
reduction of wag. s. (Opposition dissent.) 
'! lu Iron. member for Oxley hrts not betrayed 
tl1e Pp!lositicn. llo has probably pulled 
the curtain a\nty front the skeleton, and 
;dlowed us to see what is in the minds of 
hon. members opposite. The hon. member 
for Fac'ifcm ,rrid that the policy of the 
Opposition is to give the public a square 
deal. Every coniidL,nco man tells us that. 
A con6dcnco n1an is a most plausible incH­
vidual. He sa~s that you should ha.ve the 
fairest deal in the world; that, if you back 
this horse. it is sure to \Yin, and Eo on. 
Hon. members opposite have not proclaimed 
it etmight cui. but b.v infr rcnee they have 
indicated that their policy would be a reduc­
tion of wage'", and an incrutso in hours. 
Sc•voml of them have made it quite clear 
that thc•v bolie\e that, if wacrcs wHe reduced 
<lEd hm.n·s increased, there ::J 'vould be more 
employment and more production; but it 
dor~s net seem to occur to them that, if 
you re duce the purchasing power of the con­
;nmer. he mu·.t consume less. It is para· 
doxic·_d io believe that YOU ca..n increase 
production by reducing theL consuming power 
of the people who use those products. Yet 
ito'L members opposite toll us, rrnd trv to 
tl'll the people through " Jiansard," that the 
only '\Yay to 1nako the conntry prosperous 
is to reduce the corsuming po\ver of the 
people who consume in Auetralia what is 
produced in Australia. That is their logic. 
The hon. member for Oxlev made it ouite 
c!("ar thnt in Great Britain" vva-ges wero ~ les~ 
thall half what they are here, indicating 
1 hat it v. as his desire to bring sufficient 
u,i;;rants here to reduce the wages and the 

'tandarJ of living to wlwt existed m Grear; 
Britain. I am sorry for the people of Grear; 
Britam. I should like to see them enjoying 
better conditions and better times. ThG 
lwn. member for Oxley-the Opposition claim 
that he has nut qj.d anything unki>:<d about 
the1n-rnust be recognised as one of the 
mouthpieces of the Opnosition, and ono of 
the most eloquent of their mouthpieces has 
i:~dicutod the nolicv of the other side and 

:; the hon. n~01nbCr for Grcgory said, th~ 
l:on. member for Oxley says exactly ,.hat he 
tlnnb. That is tho pmition with regard 
to the Opposition. One hon. membe;· oppo­
, 1to c:tys that unemployment is the result 
of l•nd taxation; another claims that unem­
ployment call he reduced by bringing 
i :J0,000 people here; rtnother claims that 
vncr:lployrncnt can .ho reduced by increasi?g 
l1ours. and decreasing '"ages. They claim 
that. rf wrrgcs were lower, the country would 
l• mor0 prosperous and more people would 
be employed. The whole thing is paradoxi­
cal, :,nd almost too stupid to be worth dis­
C""ing. Thev have told us that th>J legis­
lation introdc;ced hy this Gove!'llmcat has 
acsistcd to create the present bad condition. 

.'clthough hon. members opposite claim 
that conditions are b>td in this Btate, i;1 other 
~)tates they arc infinit<,ly worse. I can sup­
)'Drt th<tt sta,tement bdh by reading and 
l1y personal o_uscrvatwn. I take the oppor­
tumty of gomg to th0 other States and 
~nquir~ng personally into tho conditions, mix­
mg wrtl! "th.e _l)eoplc, ta!king to the. people, 
and _asc('rLaJning son1cilung of \vhat 1s going 
ou m tho>~ Sbrtos; and I have not the 
~lightest hesitation in sa.::ing that things 
ar0 more prosperous in this State than they 
c;re m any of the other States. \Ve have a 
lower percentage of unemployment. We 
have a constant ingress of population from 
the othw: States. You would look in vain 
amongst the body of idle people in the other 
8tat;s !o _find ~ Quecnslandor; but you would 
not 100l\: 1n va1n hero to find rncn from other 
Stat' s. Our hbonr market is flooded with 
m err f ram the other States. 

Hon. member, on the other side have said 
t~>at our lq.>;islation has not had any good 
eSect. Let me quote what some of their 
&~!JpOrtt'J'S have said. I have one statement 
s"C: .vm~ some of the advantages of the legis­
!atwn mtroduced by this Government in the 
mtereds of the primary producers, and I 
~peak as one representing a primary produc­
mg elcctomtc, so I can speak with some 
fore£' and truthfulncsJ. I arn returned in a 
fa_rming el0ctorrrto by people who are srrtisficd. 
With the legislatimi of this party and with 
my representation of that electorate. It 
cannot be saicl that attempts have not been 
nlu_do to "\Vre.st 1ny scat fro1n me, because 
lnet el0ction not only w," a K ationalist repre­
S\nta.tiYe put up against n1.c, but als,o a 
htr;,lmg of the Nationalists who styled him­
sell Labour Hon members opposite know 
perf<'ctly v ell that this mrrn did not hrrvc a 
C(•nt, or, to quote his o1.vn v.-ords " a brass 
razoo," and be -could not run an election on 
nothing. 

Mr. 1\'lOOPE: You kno\·,· that the meat 
\\·orkers' union found the funds for him. 

:'v!r. CARTER: They did not do so. 

),lr. MoO RE: The.: did. 

::\Ir. CARTER: The people· o£ my electorate 
"·ithstcocl all these attempts to displace me. 
bcc,:usc, as an intcl:igcnt body of prin1arY· 

lrlr. Carter.] 
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procluce1·s. they were satisfied \, ith my repre­
:;cntahon a.ucl with the legislaiiou passod by 
the Governu1cnt in thch~ int;,,rests. \Vh~, were 
th•JY satisfted: In an-wer to that let me 
quOte a state1ncnt made by l\1r. J anlL:) 
l'111·cel!, !he chairman of the Butter Pool 
Board. who ,., e know is a supporter of tlw 
OppoBition. I do not mention this fact out 
of any clisn•spc~t to him, for I hold him in 
the vc1·y highest n spe .. :t. I conoid er that no 
better man conk! hold the position of chail·­
man of thc Bnttor Pool Board. He is a 
t'apabiP fanner and a good citizen. :J.Ir. 
Pmccll, •,vithcut dt <iring to boost this party. 
1nado this ;:;tatenwnt at the dairy fanners' 
con£crol..1CC in J\,:Ielbourne ill Janual~.Y last-

" Active co-operation of all branches of 
the industry\\ as necessary. rrhe three big 
producing Statc~s must unite. Federal 
logislai ion was not possible, but StatL 
legisialion should be secured to provide 
a pooL There wore thirteen pools in 
Quc,on,!and, all working satisfactorilc. 

,, 2D. TO 3D. GAI~ED. 

"As a result of the pool in Queensland 
buttPr producers rcceiYed 2d. to 3d. a 
pound more than in other States, he said. 

" Competition in tho State as eliinln­
ated. and price-cutting prevented by 
giviug all producers in Queensland th2 
iame price whethPr the butter was sold in 
Queensland, interstate, or in London." 

According to :Mr. Purcell, the producers of 
butter-fat in Queensland are better off under 
the butter pool tha.n they would be in any 
other State in Australia, and receive roughly 
£1 per !'Wt. more for their butter-fat thau 
is received in an;v other State. That is a 
very greut con1p!imcnt to this Government. 
Mr. l'urcell said there were thirteen pool•• 
operating in Queensland, all of which were 
succes."'fut I an1 not going to enumerate 
ihmn. 

Mr. Moo ne: \Vhat a bent the canary seed 
pool? 

Mr. CARTER: The butter producers in my 
Jistrict \Vould vote dead against any can­
didaie .vho informed them that he would 
dissolve the butter pool. No 1\ationalist can­
didate ·,t ,Ju1d dare go to the farmers in n1y 
electorate and advocate the abolition of th , 
]'COl. The hon. member for Aubigny woulcl 
no• be c;ame to go to his electorate and 
aclvoeate. the withdrawal of the peanut pool 
or thA wheat 11ool. The Prime Minister has 
done his best to destroy the peanut industry. 
Some tw<'lve months ago I paid a visit to 
thr· '\ thNton Tableland, and the maize­
growers thc"e assured me that but for the 
maize pool the industry in that district would 
not be the success that it is to-day. 

During a holiday visit to Victoria lm;t 
Januarv I travelled in various farming 
centres,c and when I spoke to the people there 
about pooling in relation to prinnry indus­
tries thPy were quite interested and enthusi­
astic~ 1nany of ·~hem requesting n1e to furnish 
them with copies of the Acts creating legisla­
tion in that regard in Queensland. Thee· arc 
satisfied that, if a butter pool operated in 
New South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland, 
the three States would bring about a. state of 
affair" ihat woaid ensure to the butter pro­
ducer at least the cost of producing his 
product. 

Mr. J\IOORE: \Yhat about the Paterson 
scheme: 

[Mr. Cm'ter. 

:\lr. C"\RTER: As a matter of fact, that 
scl1eme was devised originally by ;vir. Delro;-, 
of this Stat0, and was rejected by :'\fr. Pater­
~on until he was convinced that it would be 
of advantage to the farmers to put it into 
operation. The P"'tcrson scheme is a Queens­
laJJcl scheme, \vhieh is only partially succc s­
fnl. I fa,'our ihe bringing about of a scheme 
1xhcrcb~ N C\V South \Vales, Victoria, and 
('ucf'nslancl, \'l'orking in conjqnction, could 
JJlare the fanner in a posi6on in \vl,fich he 
.,,,ottlcl receive che full cost of production for 
h i,s product; and no man better deserves that 
thew the farmer. Hon. members opposite, 
"hen the:' were in power, made no attempt 
to stabilis~c the position of the primar;;· pro­
ducers. EYen in the sugar industry it 
n'mained for the Labour Party to give the 
c'"'' farmer such legislation as would cafe­
guard his interests. (Opposition dissent.) 
Hon. members op)Josite are not game to advo­
cate the repeal ,,f the legislation creating the 
C •ntral Sugar C.1ne Prices Bo;,rd. They do 
llOt like my saying that they made no attempt 
to place the farmers in a satisfactory posi­
tiou. ,\vhercas "',he- f•.rmers of Queensland .are 
sati',fied that our Government have done 
something in that direction. An attempt was 
made in Victorin, to introduce a butter pool. 
The .'\.esistant Mmistor for Agriculture in 
\'ictoria had Yery grave doubts as to tho 
r<'mlt of pool legislation if introduce,d. In 
thc :I\Ielbourno "Argus" of 31st .January, 
1928, we find iho following:-

" The _ \ssistant Minister for Agricul­
ture (Mr. Cain) said on Saturda'y that he 
believed that. as a result of the pool in 
Queensland producers there had benefited 
considerably. Owing to the attitude of 
the Legislrrtive Council, ho\1 ""·er, it 
:<ccnYd impossible to pass legislation of 
rhat kind in Victoria. That was indi­
cated by the manner in which the Legis­
lative Council had treatBd the two milk 
Bills introduced bv the :\1inistrv and the 
Farm Produce Agent Bill. The milk 
Bills were intended to help milk pro­
ducers, and the Farm .Produce Agents 
Bill had bPen specifically designed to pro­
h'Ct producers against unscrupulous 
ag·ents, n1anv of ,,-horn were evadin()' the 
existing lav;, The l\finist0r wouldo con­
sider the question of introducing legisla­
tion on the lines suggested by the con­
ference.'' 

It i.s qultc safe to ·"·lY that in ·victorja, where 
a Labour Gov0nunent is notv in office an 
c11dca vour \Yill be 1nade to introduce 'such 
legislation; and it is also safe to sav that the 
mc·mbers of the Legislative Council in Vic­
toria. \-oicing Iho san1e opinions as hon. mcln­
lwrs in opposition here, will make a decided 
< !Iort to pre1·ent the passage of that legisla­
hon. 

[4.30 p.m.] 

Ho1L member€ of the Logislativc Council 
are not rcpreso11tatjves of the Goyernnv-·ut 
then:-., but rt present tlw .san1c opinions :-L-, hon. 
members sittir1g on tl'e other 'idc in ibis 
Ch,unbcr, ~.lr. Cain said he was quih satis­
fied !hey '''ould not g-et mco"<urcs through 
',\hich would be of bc·ndit to the farmer 
because thev h1d alrcaclv bloekcd some :•ne! 
~,\ere -trong Ctlough to" blork them ac:;2.in. 
Thnrefore yon can see ']Uite woll that in that 
State, although they have a Labour Premier, 
the~ have not the po\vcr 1 o pass tho ucces­
sw·y leg-isbtion, whi~h is bloc'ced by JWOIJ!o 
who hold tho same opinions as hon. m em hors 
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r·ppositf'. I remember how various measur<,s 
for the b0ndit of the primary producer that 
•" ere bro11ght forward in this House were 
fought to the bitter end hy hon _ members on 
the other side. I recollect, when a Bill was 
b1·ought in to provide for a wheat pool, that 
tho hon. rnernbcr for \YJonYiC'k nnd othcr5 ia 
this Chamber made a very bitter shnd 
against it. 

1\fr. G. P. BAHXES: Your .tatcnwnt is abso­
lutely untrue. I challenge vou on that. I 
took a leading part in t.hat 1;1.atter. 

Mr. CARTER: \\'hen tho Prima v Pro­
ducers' OrgDnisation Bill was introcluc€cl into 
this House the hon_ member ~id it savoured 
of Sovietism. \Vhat Act has been more 
u·eful to the pricnary producu·s of C'ut'- ns­
land than the Prin1ary Producers' Organisa­
tion Act? H has at least put these poop!• 
on their feet. It has at lca.st taubht them 
ho·,v to conduct their o,·;n aiiairs. ~o indus­
try has been better conducted than the pool­
ing and th handling of wheat by the farmers. 
The farmer, given the opportunity, will 
handlo hi:-3 own product satisfactorily wit.h 
profit to himself and a]] thooo inter< ,tcd. vYe 
ha.Ye been told bv hon. mern bers on the other 
side that our legislation Las been injurious to 
the prirnary ind Lutries and that sc'COlldary 
industries have d<·clined. \Vhilst in :ltel­
bo~rno I wa':· very interested in~ rcadln;- an 
arhclu by l\lr. Yarwood in the '' Argn'S ': of 
4th .January last. l\ir. Yancood is a w·:itcr 
of son1c imJ,ortftnc•. Ife ha.s jnst returned 
from the old countrv, 'l!ld eviclentlv in this 
artirln he wa-; quot~ng fronl the c{Jil1ffi0ll­

wealth statistic:: in regard to production in 
Australia, aml gave the number of persons 
cmplo-.-ed in the different States in the rural 
indust~·ies. He is a bitter opponent of 
L<tbour, yet in making this statement, a­
OlH' oppone1lts are son1ctiml s liable to ,do, he 
unconscjousb~ praised the La.b{)tlL' GovernnH•nt 
of Queencfand. These rrre the llgurr•s he 
gaYc-

NUMBER EMPLOYED IN RURAL lNDVSTRIES. 

-----1~1 
South Austraha.. 54,966 

:lifew South Wales li 134,3-12 
Victoria . . . . 154,031 

Western Australia 24,588 
Queensland . . 58,169 

* Decrease. 

1926. 

137,300 
117,183 

41,765 
37,099 
'79,668 

Increase. 

2,958 
*36,848 
*13,201 

12,511 
21,499 

That has occurred during the greater part 
of the period the T,abour l'artv have been 
in o'fic · During; those thirteeJ{ Years there 
\vas an increa~e in thrc·- States "only-Ne'v 
South \Val<:s, \Vr·stcrn Australia, and Queens­
land-" hi le in Victoria and South Australia 
-two primary-producing Stat~s which are 
weli cultivJtcd-therc was a hlling away. 
There has been no decrease in production 
under the legislation of Labom· in queens­
lane! during ihc years mentioned. That 
should be mfficient evidence to st1tish· hon. 
In€'mbPrs opposite tlnt V{C haYc donoy sotne­
thing f.Jr the primary procluc.:-rs. 

\Ve li.re told bv hon. nwmbe1 oppo--ito 
that. our high ia v3.t-ion is the cau,,,e of unem­
ployment. The effect 0f ta:\:ation depends 
upon its incidoncc. \Y c all know how 
intprcstPd the Toric·· are in taxation. \Ye 
were told by people of the same political 
colour as the Ba,-in Go,·ernment of I\ew 
South \Vales that thing~ would be better in 

ihat respect when that Government came 
mto of:ice. I have hem a cutting from the 
.. Courier " of 20th August with regard to· 
taxation on products. This is a method which 
Lon. mc,l!lJ'c''s opposite would adopt, as they 
would say, in the interests of the people· 
generally~-

" Hobart, 19th August. 
" Ad,-ice of a disturbing nature has 

been received in Hobart from the 
Associated Agents in Sydney. In a 
Jn2iSage to the Premier (iVIr. J. McPhee) 
the pn''it!cnt of tl18 Associated Agents 
indicates that it is tho intention of the 
~ew South \Vales Government to ask 
the agents to fnrnish rdurns of produce 
and fruit sold for two years on account 
of Ta~rnanian ~TO\Yers, ~for purposes of 
inccrne taxation. Fi vc per ccn t. on the 
gross salc;5 is to bo con,,jdercd the 
income. and tho tax is to amount to 
9d. in the £ up to £250. thence increas­
ing to 3s. in the £. The Premier has 
obtain•rl a report from the Commissioner 
of Taxco (Mr~ H. K Downe) and is tak­
ing up the matter immediately with the 
'-~'"'" South Wales Government. Tas­
manitt is at present taxing goods brought 
into tlw State and sold by mainland 
firms, all States having power ID do 
so nnder their own Acts. Hitherto Tas­
manian producers have not been taxed 
for commodities sent to the New South 
\Vales markets. If tho proposed tax 
becnn1es an accompli.:>hecl fact it means 
that the' New South vV ales grower will 
be nrotect0d to the extent of the tax 
rate- pN case on his apples, while the 
Ta<;jrnanjan grower \·dll have to pay 
income tax in Tasrnania and also on 
the sales of his produce in New South 
\Vales." 

IIon. mcmhcrs opposite, if in power, would 
bring in e-x:artly the sarnc kind of legislation 
ne the Premier of Now South Wales. who 
proposes nnt only to tax the people in his 
O\Yn Stat0 but to tax the prin1ary producer 
in Tasmania to the tune of 9d. in the £1 up 
to £250, thence increasing to 3s. in the £1. 
That is how friends of hon. members oppo­
site re~·nr-d the primary producer. In the 
I,a.st tho primary producer was their g-reat 
milch cow. \Vhnt the agents left him, thei1· 
Governnwnts took frnm him by a poll tax 
or some othcJ" method. Hon. members opp<J­
siie arc trying to tell the farmers that. if 
they go to tlw country, they will g-ive him 
" square deal. IV as it a square deal to tax 
the unfortunate fruitgrowers of Tasmania not 
onh in that State but also in J\;cw South 
\Y~lc,? That is the attitude taken up b~­
l:on. members opposite. 

11on. men1bers opno:-,ito made a great song 
of the l<tnd tax. ,,-hich the:<' r0gard :ts the 
n1ost iniurious of all. Is it iniurious to the 
farmer? Xot a bit of it. The .farmer in 
this State does not pay a land tax. T):w 
ci(Y 1nen pa~~ it, and bon. mcn1bors oppos1te 
>·:present those wc~lthy interests which find 
1 h•' funds to assist them to g-et back to Par-
limncnt. =\Jntnr~lJ:v they regard the land 
t,<\': as most in~nrious t x. I rr.!!ard the 
lnnd tax a~ not a~ tax but an econofnic rent. 
It. is r'\'Cnne dcri,-cd from th0 Yaluo created 
],,- the "-hole of the people. Take. for 
1~5'trrnC'C'. an area. of ground like that upon 
which th~ "ConriPr" building- stands. In 
1 o61 thf' " Conricr" blnrk wns sold for £80. 
and to-dav. if every brick were razed and' 
1 he groullcl was in exactly tbe same position 

Mr. Carter.l 
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ac in 1861. when it brought £80, it would 
fetch £1,000 per foot. That was sixty-seven 
.Ycari'l ago. 

During those sixty-seven years the people 
.of Queensland, by borrowing money and 
expending their efforts and their money, have 
increasoJ th~ value of the land it stands 
upon from £80 for the block to £1,000 per 
foot frontage 'The whole of that increased 
value is, therefore, made by the people, and 
not b.' those who own tlw land, therefore the 
collectiou of that tax is but the collection 
of an PConornic rent in return for the value 
brought about by tho efforts of the people. 
I Jo not say that, if we y;ere freed from 
freehold. that amount would be put upon ir. 
but I am satisfied that, if it carried that 
amount, it would only be making a just 
return. Land tax is not a tax on the people, 
but a collection of that amount of value 
which properly belongs to the people who 
created it. 

I regard unemployment as probably th0 
most important question that can be discussed 
by any Parliament in the world. To my 
mind it is a very vital question, and, as 
unemployment is constantly occurring, and 
there seems to be no definite way of check­
ing it, 'ome form of inquiry should be made 
as to what should be done. ·we are all 
agreed that land is the primary source from 
which all wealth is drawn. That being so. 
all obstacles to the acce,,sibility of land and 
all obstacles in the wav of the distribution 
of the produce of the' land are causes of 
unemployment. I shall deal with that phase 
of the question a little later. The fact that 
land unde1· freehold tenure is in the hands of 
private individuals and, therefore, gives them 
the opportunity of imposing a burden on the 
production and distribution of wealth reailv 
means in manv cases that it costs near!~ 
as much to distribute tlw fruits of the so;! 
as to produce it_ In a little fruit shop in 
Brunswick street just opposite to where I 
am living \VC have an exan1ple. It is an 
area with a frontage uf aLout 16 fcC't, with 
a building on it in snch rr state of clisre]Jair 
that sooner or later it will have to be pulled 
down; yet the owner of that site is in a. 
position to compel the tenant to pay a rent 
of £14 and a rate of £4 5s. a week, so 
that every en'ning bdorc he can take any­
t·hing out of his business he has to take £3 
for rates and rent. A burden is therebv 
impo•cd on the people, a tax upon the 
usable land, and the consumer is burdened 
with a cost which does not benefit the pro­
ducer. If the tax is got in the form of rent. 
to the Crown. then the user is reli0ved of 
other forms of tax; but this print to owner 
who eontrilmt< s nothing to distribution or 
prodHction, who gives nothinv, for it, collects 
£2 a da:.-. or £14 a week. from the selling 
of that fruit.. That cost of £2 has to be 
placed on the eonsunwr for the fruit sold 
in that shop. On top of that come the rates. 
Xaturallv. tlw Couneil takes rates for tlw 
value which they havo created. They sav, 
".We have lighted your city. \Ve havo h;r­
ms·hed you ,.~th water. \Ve have furni'lhed 
you with a sewerage system. We have given 
you streets and paYemcnts whirh can be 
nsed by vou a-nd your customers, and for 
these facilit.if.'S we aro going to charge vou 
£4 5s. a •. ,·cck." If that land belonged to 'the 
Govert,mel't or the Coun<'il. they would not 
need to collect the £4 5s., because they would 
take the economic rent which justly belongs 
to them. I justify the collection of the rate 

· b;; the Cour,cil. but the owner of the property 

[.Mr. Carter. 

has C:rP~lt ·(: r;othlnr:- and givrn nothing. Yet 
he takes £1.4 eYrrv week for th, use of t:1at 
pioec of ground. Tbat is C'Yi·drncp thut con­
Hid.c)rab10 obf'taclcs arc thrown in t hP \Yav of 
di,tributin·~· the prodtLt of t·hc land. so that 
the charges on the sale> of fruit in Brisbane 
nrt~ actu ~lJy great or th~n1 the co~t of produc­
Cl)n and rail.:rre to the city. There is no 
doubt about that. 

'l'he quc•tion of unc·mployment is of such 
great. irnportance that to rny n1ind it rr_~quir·es 
a grr,at deal more c,n1sidcration than vire 
ha Ye giyen to it. \Vhen \Ye are looking for a 
rn1d0rl;r e c honld inquire as to the cause of 
rlw rnaladv, and I think the matter is de,,erv-
1"' of a g.r0at d('J.l of consideration. I kno\v 

no lwt'er method of inquir.) than by going 
to older coent rics, particularly the countries 
irom which our forefathers came. and make 
ilJquiri<'s there. I knov· of no country the 
< conomic historv of which is more interesting 
than that of Great Britain. In following 
the historv of Great Britain and Ireland, 
one ascert~ains that there was a period jn 
the historv of Great Britain and Ireland 

lwn there was no unemployment. Inde()d, 
right up to about the middle or towards 
thP end of the fifteent-!1 centurv there 
-<en• 110 lHH~mp](,yNl in Great Brit~nin. It 

true that condition~ \YPl'P tf'ncling- to\vards 
the pel'iod when there would be unem­
ployment. I commend to hon. members oppo­
s1tc quite a number of econmnic work~ on 
the history of Great Brit~tin} amongst them 
Thorold Rovers' "Six Centuries of \Vork 
o:t11d \\-.-a~·r"." During the Saxon peri{)d, 
m ing to the co11dition of those who lived 
upon the land. unemployment was entire]:~· 
unknown. ~.!though the use of the lan·d was 
somewhat interfered with after the Korman 
Conquest. when the feudal s:'stem was intro­
ducC'cl. Still tho people d Great Britnin con­
tinued to use the land al:nost without inacces­
s;bilit.v rip:ht up to the C'nd of the fifteenth 
centurv. Prior to that there was a steadv 
Ol•dOS!~re of land going on. The people were 
fully cntitlNl io use the land. with some 
jr:ac~('ess]J;jllty, but no great inaccessibilit~~. 
that is thP o ':ncrs, the p;reater pwple amrngst 
them. were' in a position to demand some of 
t lu_'jr pfforts, bnt not to surh an oxtent as to 
i:nterfore materia11v with the llf'onlc rnakin.n; 
a liYinp; from the land '" an eYirlencc of the 
eYil effects of the enclo'llre of lands Jll'C­

Yiously the common rig·hts of the people. 

I chonlrl hkr to refer (o a piece of legisla­
tion introduc<'<.l during the reign of Richard 
III. This should be interesting as giYing some 
indication of the causes of unemplo.vment. 
Prior to that there had been no such thing 
as freohold in land in Grc·at Britain. but 
about that tinw they began to take lump sum 
con1n1utations insb~ad of serYirc or r£>nt. I 
propose to quote portion of ~ speech dcliYorcd 
bv the I.ord Chancellor .. John RussPlL who 
open<•d the first Parliament of Richard III. 
in 1483. 'This is a yery significant statement-

" A1~'d yt,t, be l1e never so great. if 
by his doing this body (the English 
peoplP) falleth in decay, as we sec dayly 
it doth bv enclosures and empa,·king, by 
driYina a~' av of tenants and letting down 
of ten~nteri~s; and y<'t. that is most to 
be sorrowed, by unlawful assemblies and 
insurrections, putting not only the people 
but also the nobles to extreme jeopardy 
and neril of life and limb whereby the 
coi.mt'ry is greatly depeopled." 
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That statement ,~as made at a time when 
unemploym0nt V{aS connnencing in Great 
Britain, a~d the Lord Chancellor of thP day 
was wise enough to realise that steps shou1:1 
bB tnken to protect the people on the land. 
and he intJ·oduced this measure to safeguard 
the users of the land in GrPat Britain. The 
law was more or less ineffective and en­
closures in o.reas that belonged to the peOJ1lo 
continuNl. Lords and Dthers, bv dishonest 
pradiceF, tr;ok thP ]and from the llll" of t]w 
people, and this continued slowlv and then 
with grerttcr force until about th~· end of tlw 
seventeenth century. Coincident with thi' 
enclosure of land, there wa.s eviclcuc·c ol et 
.stead: in~rease in unemployment. The people 
were dnven off the land into the cities. 
T.hese citatio~B are very ntluabl<', as . they 
g1vo some e;ridencc of what n1ay happen iu 
th(• future If the policy of the Oppositim1 
were put into force in this State. 

I now de€iro to quote another economist of 
some importance, and th"i' is the late :Karl 
Man:. I do not necessarily ag-ree with all 
h1s doct_r1ne9, but vvhether one agrpcs with un 
~con?m1st or not hP alwuys finds son1o things 
m his expresswns "hich m a' be• true Kad 
Marx said-

" The starting pain' of the den'onment 
th~",t gave rise to the~ \vage lab .. n1;ei' a.;; 
well as to the capitla.ist was the scn-itude 
of the labourer. The expropriation of 
the agricultur·al producer, of the JF'nsant, 
from the soil, is the has's of th0 whole 
process.'' 

Karl.Marx was clear si>chted enough en thd 
occasiOn to see the eyiJ of the expropriation 
of the people from the .oil It rna-~ be 
argued that in a State like Queensle.n~l the 
s:yBtc:rn of land tcnvro cannot affect the r;osi­
tJon 'cry much, but I ha Ye just pointc•d out 
two 1nstances El the city which go to show 
that where ob.,taclc' are thrown in the wav of 
the use of the land to the dPtriment of' the 
people, unmnployrr1cnt rf'3nlt~. I a1n ~abs.fi.cd 
that, if the land in the citi<·s bclOJ.gcd to 
thP , eDple, :1:, well as the land in the countrY 
and if the s:~st"m of pcqwtual lectseholcl h:;ci 
been estab]i, hred in Australi:~ 'vhen ePttle­
tnen~ was first iJ:wuguratecl, a LettPt ~-:tnt~ of 
aff~us would exist to-day. lJnfortu.natrly w~ 
folwwed the footsteps of oldf'l' conntl·it•,_ \'.'" 
a~Ia~~ved th( land to be frcC'hold, ar;.d pve:ry~ 
kmd of ob,taclc: thrown ill the wav of th­
peoplt-} desiring· to Ui3P- it. In Ne-w Zca.land 
the country of my birth, wlwn I wa,; a bo~· 
wheat could be grown and oold profitably i~ 
Australia at 2s. 6d. per bu~.JwL \Vhen I wa~ 
~n ~\~w Zealand four years ago I n1ad~ 
mqun·tcs, and found that wheat to the valne 
of £1.900,000 was being imported into thrrt 
DonlJDH_>n, ~.yhich is a conlltry of primary 
producbsn .. They crrm1Dt now grow wheat 
m New Zcalanrl under 5s. 6d. a bmhcl and 
make it pay. Vi'~hy? Becaus(• tlH, "ho],, of 
the arable land of New l':f'aland was free­
holded and speculated in years ago, and thus 
became over-capitalised. 

Mr. MouRE : It pays them better to grow 
sheep. 

Mr. CARTER: The land on Cantrr!Jnry 
Plains, where they used to grow ,,-heat, i·, 
:now valuo·d up to £160 an acre. Imagine a 

n1an having to p:1y £10 an aere pPr annu1n 
for the ns0 of the soil and in onlcr to liv0 
on it! Thoro is an obetacl0 in the wav of a 
man drsirons of gr0wing ·wheat. the .st:1p1P 
product of the people. In the North Island 
land y, hid1 could formcrlv be obtained for 
£1 or £2 an ~ere has nm~ gmw up to £160 
a.nd £170 per acre. anrl is leasc·d for £10 an 
a-cre vcr annum. In rn' bovho0d davs the~(~ 
lands W('rc valued at a low figure. The freo­
hDlding of theee lards put the owners in a 
position to turn the people out of t!Hcir own 
country. It is quito rational tD suppose 
that. if ono man wore allowed to get the 
whole of the land in the country, he could 
make the whole of the rest of the people 
unemployed, and the people should he wise 
enough to s0o that the unemployment ques­
tion is inextricably interwoven with the land 
question. 

l\1r. KEL~O: Can yon s1ty wh:~· in (2uc0n3-
land under the perpetual leasehold system 
iand settlement is decrea,:.ing? 

Mr. CARTER: I am satisfied that it is 
increasing. If the hon. mc1nber \vent a wa~.c 
from the bnnk of which he is a director and 
travelled the conniry as much a.s I do. hr· 
would soon find that settlement in Queensland 
under the perpetual lertsehold svstem is im­
proving. (Opposition interjection.) If he 
went into the Upper Burnett district lw 
would bo told that they would have no other 
sy~tem. 

:i\lr. BRAKD: You will find that the people 
there want freehold. 

:.VIr. CARTE}l : That is noi' so~ 

i\Ir. BRAKD : Every man wants freehold 
tenure. 

JIIIr. CARTER : I know that the sons of 
people with whom freehold tenure was 
fornwrlv in the nature of a belief are now 
realising the value of the leasehold system; 
but, whether the individuals realise it or not, 
the people of Australia should appreciate tlw 
fact that land c.innot be held in priyatc 
hands without ·causing unemployment. Unem­
ployment is the result of the private owner­
ship of land and the exclusion of the use of 
that land by people who arc justly entitled 
to it. If the people of Australia set to work 
to correct this pmition, they would realise 
that the unemplvymont problem could to a 
great extent be overcome. I do not say that 
ther0 arc not <1lso minor causes. J\Iass pro­
duction has b<:'n resorted to in industrial 
activities bv the introduction of machinery. 
Hon. moml~ers opposite stro"· the neoeHity of 
the capihlist, ·sho, th-,v say, cannot be done 
without. vYhat is ea pitn I? Is it not a pro~ 
duct dm·ivcd from lnncl by labour and used 
again in the production of more wealth'? 
People can produce what they require if they 
are given the opportunity, and that oppor­
tunitv should be afforded them. The greatest 
cans~ of unemployment in this or any other 
counh·y is the pernicious system of allo,ving 
people' to hold land without putting it to 
productive use. 

Coming back to the question of land tax, 
hon. members 0ppositc say that the imposi­
tion of that tax has been the greatest cause. 

Mr. Carte1·.] 
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of unemployment. ;'v1y answer to that is that 
the lark of :he collection of the economic 
rent of tho land i~ the cause of unemploy­
ment. If people who hold the land out of 
use were compelled to pay heavily for so 
doing, or to hand the land m-er to people 
who would put it to use. I am safe in saying 
that unomnlovment would decrease. Since a 
land tax was' impoued many owners of free­
hold land in the citv have erected bip; build­
ings. Hon. membe;·s opposite say that tho 
land tax is pa,c·e·d on by the people on whom 
it is imposed; out, if the tax is exacted in 
the wav it should be, it will cheapen the 
tenure ;f land and cheapen the use of land. 
When hon. members opposite tell the people 
that a tax upon land values is a danger to 
the State, an impediment to production, and 
the grr·atest cause of unemployment, they aro 
talking \Yithout any knowledge of econon1i( ,,, 
and arc showing dearly that they hayc not 
read an" works which ,,-ould indicate whac 
hc,s take"n place in older countries. lf those 
hon. members made a complete study of tho 
economic state of the old0r countries, they 
would. be of a c!ilfen'nt opinion. unless, of 
c0ursc, they were s1vaycd by the };:11·gc n1Dney 
interests which they represent. I know that 
a land tax may be a hardship on some people. 
For example, it might be a harcbhip on the 
nean who purchEl.sed the " Courier " block at 
£1,000 per foot; but that does uot say that 
tho GoYernrnent dwuld consider that man. 
If one porcon sells another man's horse, the 
person who ownQcl it would b" still eutitled 
to the horse; and, whilst it would be a hard­
ship on the perwn who bought the horse 
because some thief sold it to him, it would 
not alter the position. That is the position 
in regard to the land tax, which should be 
imposed to conserve the intcnsts of the 
p(,oplc of this State. I know that hon. mem­
bers opposite are actuated in their objection 
to the land tax by the fact that it hurts their 
wealthy friends. They know perfectly well 
that comparatively few people in the country 
pav it; but because some of their wcalthv 
friends in the citv come YVithin the ambit o.f 
the land tax pro~·isions they arc up in arms 
to protect those people, whose influence and 
n1onctary ctf.'3istanco send thcn1 to this 
Chamber. 

[5 p.m.] 

\Ve have the " Courier,'' the "Daily Mail," 
and wealthy interests contributing large sums 
of money to assist hon. members opposite­
all taken out of this wealth which ought 
t,; go back to the people. I haYo stated 
the caso for t.he land tax quite clearly, and 
l am satisfied that the amendment, based 
npon the evidence brought forward by the 
Oppo,.ition, is not wo>'thy of consideration, 
nud I am further _atisfied that, when the 
votQ is taken. it will not be cnnied-not 
because we ha,yc a n1ajority, but becaude the 
majority- have t.he coannon scn,,e to under­
stand the situation. 

Mr. BRAND (Burrur,l) : I beg to move the 
adjourument of the debate. 

Qur stion put and passed. 

H.csnmption of the debate made an Order 
of the Day for to-rnorro\v. 

The House adjourned at 5.2 p.m. 

[crlr. Carter. 

Questions. 




