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Questions.

WEDNESDAY, 29 AUGUST, 1928.

The SrEsger (Hon. W, Bertram,

) Maree)
took the chair at 10.30 o’clock a.m.

QUESTIONS.

VicToriaN GOVERNMENT REGUIATIONS RELAT-
NG 7o QUERYSLAND CHILLED Brrr SoLD
1IN VICTORIA.

Mr. SIZER

Premier—

“1 Will he inform the IHouse what
steps he has taken to prevail upon the
Tvutozmn Government to amend their
regulations relating to Queensland chiiled
beef being sold in Vietoria?

2. Failing satisfactory wnegotiations,
will he take steps to havc the vahdltv of
the reg ul“txons tested in the High Court
of Australia ¥

The PREMIER
Calirns) replied —

1. The Queensland Government has
pointed out to the Victorian Govern-
ment that it considered the action in
impssing  harassing  conditions, in the
form of health regulations, upon the
sale of meat as unfair and un-Federal
and subversive of the best interests of
the people of both States, and requested

(Sandgate)  asked thé

(Ton. W. McCormack,

[29 AvucusT.]
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that the conditions be modified in accord-
ance with recognised health procedure.
‘g, The responsibility of testing con-
qtltutlonaﬂy the action of the Victorian
Government is upon the meat companies
or the cattle owners who have a direct
interest in the restrictions, Some years
ago a similar situation arose between
New South Wales and Queensland, and
the people vitally concerned in that case
did not ask the Government to take
action, but imraediately had the ques-
tiou deeided hefore the High Court with
satisfactory results to themselves.”

I wish further to add that since framing
the answer to the question, I have heard
{froma Victoria that the question has arisen
in that State as to whether the Government
have the necessary power to enforce the
regulations.  That may or may mnot be
true. All I can say is that the Government
of Queensland do not desire to have a con-
troversy with another Government, because
there are other issues involved. Victoria
buys large quantitics of goods from Queens-
land besides meat, and we do not want to
have a dispute between the two Govern-
ments,

Hon. W. H. Barxrs: We buy large quanti-
ties of goods from them also,

The PREXMITR: We do, and we do nob
want retaliatory measures. I was advised
this morning from Meclbourne that the posi-
tion is a little more hopeful.

HoxovrasLe MEvsers: Hear, hear!

CounvobiTy BoarDs axp DIRECIGR oF
MAREETING.

Mr. WALKER (Coorovra) asked the Secre-~
tary for Agriculture—

“1, On what Commodity Boards con-
stituted under the Primary Producers’
Organisation Act 1s the Director of
Marketing appointed a member?

“ 2. What was the total amount of
his fces and expenses paid by each
such board during last financial year?

3 What amount has the Govern-
ment received to date from this source?

“4, Fas a board any power to dis-
pense with his services?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(ffon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied—
“1 Arrowroot, Atherton Tableland
AMaize, Northern Pig, Butter, Broom
Millet, Canary Secd, Cheese, Cotton,
Kgg, and Peanut Boards.”

“g. £132 7

“3. £132 Ts.

4 No. 'The Act provides that the
Mini ¢hall appoint a representative
to each board exercising marketing
{unctions. This officer’s services are much
appreciated by the boards. Opposition,
however, is scmetimes raised for political
and other reasons by people who are
realls opposed to this system of co-
operative marketing.

CovErxMENT Orixts 1o Farupes OwNING
Pure Brep Briis.

Mr., WALKER (Cooroora) asked the Seere-

tary for Agriculture—
“In view of his statement in the press.
of 18th June last that the Queensland
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Government had a scheme providing for
grants (limited to £50) to cover half
cost of vpurebred bulls, how many
farmers received such grants dumng last
financial year, and what was the total
amount of such grants?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied—

“ Twenty-one farmers; £497. It is
hoped that increased numbers of dairy
farmers will take advantage of the
subsidy available under this scheme, now
that there arc prospects of a return to
normal seasonal conditions.”

APPEALS AGAINST STAFF ARRANGEMENTS IN
TAXATION DEPARTMENT.

Mr. KERR  (&noggera) asked  the

Treasurer—

*1. How many appeals, showing also
the number of persons concerned, have
been lodged in regard to certain recent
staff arrangements in the Taxation
Department of the State public service?

“2. Has he any cognisance of the
extraordinary state of affairs which has
arisen in regard thereto?

3. Is it intended to apply the same
principle which has caused such appeals
to be lodged throughout the whole public
service, whether it is allegedly a techni-
cal or scientific occupation or noi?

“4. Will he lay on the table of the
House a copy of the agreement between
the Commissioner and the union?”

[ASSEMBLY.]
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3. Is he aware that at Cairns, owing
to a dispute between different gangs of
waterside workers, no cargo was loaded
on various ships for two days, and inat
for a week subsequently the work on the
wharves was only partially done?

¢4, Has it escaped his notice that the
stoppages of work in field, factory, and
amongst transport workers which arc con-
stantly recurring during the busiest sea-
sons cause an enormous addition to the
costs of production. In the case of cane
growers, estimated to amount to ls. per
ton, or upwards of £200,000 annually?

5, Flas he power under existing legis-
lation to prevent this constant harassing
of industry ?

“6, If so, will he take such steps as
may be necessary to protect the public in
cases where a monopoly of some essential
service is granted to a limited number of
individuals, and, through refusal on their
part to carry on the work they have been
given the «ole right to perform, heavy loss
1s caused to the whole community ?

“17, If not, will he introduce legisiation
for the purpose?

8. Is he aware he was in error when
informing me that the seamen were under
Commonwealth jurisdiction at present, as
having incurred the cancellation of their
award, they are supposed to be working
under an agreement with the ship-
owners ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND

INDUSTRY ‘Hon. D. A. Gledson, Ipswich)
replied—
1. The hon. member is not correct in

The TREASURER (Hon. W, McCormack,
Cairns) replied—

“1. Forty-eight officers have lodged 425
appeals against the promotions of thirty-
eight other officers.

2. No.

“3. Qualifying examinations are held
in connection with many positions in the
public service. The principle will be
extended to other positions if deemed
desirable.

“4. The minutes of the confarence
between representatives of the Public
Service Commissioner, the Commissioner
of Taxes, and the State Service Union
may be perused by the hon. member at
the Public Service Commissioner’s Dapart-
ment.”

WATERSIDE STRIKES AT INORTHERN PORIS AND

T.ossEs CAustD T'HEREBY.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Secre-
tary for Labour and Industry—

1. Has nis attention been drawn to
the fact that he was mistaken when
answering my question on the 22ud—he
denied there had been a strike at Northern
ports—as the industrial magistrate at
Bowen deeided there had been an iilegal
strike in connection with the loading of
the ¢ Port Pirie’?

2. Is he aware that—(«) after waiting
for three days that vessel had to sail,
leaving behind a quantity of sugar and
meat, and that, although the shipowners
were compelled to pay wages for two
hours during which no work was done;
(b) no penalty was enforced on those
whose illegal action had caused conasider-
able loss through preventing the shipping
of a large guantity of primary products?

his assertion. In my answer to his ques-
tion on the 22nd, I stated that the Regis-
trar had not been notified under scction
65 of the Industrial Arbitration Acts, and
in doing so dealt specifically with Cairns.
At the time, when replying to the hon.
member’s question, the Industrial Regis-
trar had not received a report from the
Bowen magistrate.

2. The report of the industrial magis-
trate at Bowen, which only reached the
Industrial Registrar on 24th instant,
states that the magistrate found that the
waterside workers’ refusal to work
amounted to a strike, but he also found
that the shipping companies had wrongls
dismissed certain employees two hours
before they were entitled to, and he
ordered ihat the men so dismissed be
given two hours’ pay. The prior illegal
action of the shipping company was the
cause of *the men ceasing work. The
hon. member should know that it 1s not
open to any magistrate to impose a
penalty for a breach of the Act unless a
complaint is made in accordance with the
rules of court. Tt was always open, and
is still open, to the shippirg company, who
were the aggricved party, to make such
a complaint if they wish to prosecute the
waterside workers.

“3% and 8. As I previously stated to the
hon. member, the union executive at
Cairns and the majority of the moembers
at all times offered for work, and did
work, whenever the seamen, who aze not
subject to any award of the Board of
Trade and Arbitration, supplied steam.
T am still not aware that I was wn error
in informiang the hon. member that the
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seamen were under Commonwealth juris-
diction. Surely the fact that the Com-
monwealth Ccurt cancelled their award
shows that they are under Commonwealth
jurisdiction. I would be very loth to
state that the Commonwealth Court had
exceeded its iurisdiction in dealing with
the seamen. Does the hon. member ask
that the State attempt to override the
Commonwealth and restore an award taat
the Commonwealth Court saw fit to
cancel ?

“4, 5, 6, and 7. There is ample pro-
vision under the existing legislation for
employers to prosecute employees who
take part in unauthorised strikes if they
so desire. The Arbitration Court ov
industrial magistrates endeavour at all
times to use conciliatory methods to settle
any dispute or impending dispute. It is
hard to understand what the hon. member
desires to convey. Is he annoved because
the court has been able to arrange
resumption of work without any pro-
longed stoppages ?”’ c

NURSES AND MASSEURS REGISTRA-
TION BILL.
INITIATION.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.

Stopford, Wourt Jorgan): I beg to move—

_“ That the House will, at its next sit-
ting, re:olve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to make pro-

vition for the training, qualification. and-

registration of nurses and masseurs; and
for other purposes.”
Question put and passed.

TRAFFIC ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

INTIIATION IN COMZ\HTTEE.
(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.)

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford. Mount Morgan): 1 beg to move—
. “That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Traffic Acts,
1905 to 1916, in certain particulars.”

The Bill is very short. It deals with
breaches of the Traffic Acts in relation te
the penalties to be imposed for the offence
of being found drunk in charge of motor
cars. (Hear, hear!) At present magistrates
fine such offenders, and we have cases where
there has been more than one offence com-
mitted by the same perssn. 'The magistrate
has always had power to suspend the license,
but T do-not think these powers are suffi-
cient. The Commission of Police has taken
power by regulation to the same effect—a
cumbersome method-—but it is now proposed
by this Bill to increase the penalties for
that particular breach, and in respect of
other breaches to provide penalties which
are not already laid down specifically in
the Acts.

It is further proposed to provide that,
when a person is twice found guilty of being
in charge of a car while under the influence
of liquor to such an extent that he is not
able to control the car, his license shall be
automatically cancelled for twelve months.
and the magistrate shall be able to scentence
him to a terr of imprisonment not excecd-
ing three months

[29 Aucusrt.]
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Mr. MOORE (Adubigny): I am rather dis-
appointed to find that this Bill is only
designed to serve one purpose. Such a lot
of contention has been raised lately about
the Traffic Acts that I thought it was going
to be more comprehensive than it is.

The Hour SECRETARY : Most of these things
can be done by regulation.

Mr. MOORE: I do not know that they
can. For instance, there scems to be a doubt
whether fruit barrows can be controlled by
rezulation. We do not know what dct they
come under. The Committee of Direction
seems to have them under its control to a
certain extent, and I thought this Bill was
going to make it possible for the Brisbane
City Council or the Government to control
them. Tt seems rather extraordinary that-
we should have dual or even treble control
in the Greater Brisbane area in such matters.
We have the Committee of Direction licens-
ing fruit barrows in certain streets against
the wishes of the Brisbane City Council, and
without any contrsl at all by the police.
Then we have the parking regulations, and,
although the nolice are expected to enforce
the Traffic Act. they have no voice in con-
nection with the regulations under which
they are to work in connection with the
parking of cars. I naturally thought that
the object of the motion would be more com-
prehensive. T admit that it is a very
serious offence to permit drunken motorists
to be in charge of vehicles. Thery are a
menace to the public and to the motor
industry.

There are many difficulties in connsction
with traffic matters in the Brisbane area
to-day, and, although tho Minister says they

might be altered by rvegulation, there
appears to be considerable difficulty in
securing suitable regulations. There does

not appear to be the requisite power granted
in vroper directions; the trouble apparently
being due to divided control.

The Houe Sgcrerary: The question of
safety zones is a contentious matter, but
that csn be dealt with by means of vegu-
latien.

Mr. MOORR® : The control of barrows and
matters relating to parking are two very
burning questions.

The Homr SECRETARY : We have control of
parking.

Mr. MOORE: The Minister may say that
the Government have control; but the Bris-
bane City Council seem to be rather at sea
as to whether thev have direct control or
not. There is nothing definite to indicate
whether the parking regulations are to be
enforced by the police, or whether the Coun-
cil should empley their own inspectors. In a
place like Brisbane. where traffic control
presents some difficulties, principally on
account of congestion, it should be made
abeolutely definite what is legal and what is
not; whother certain matters are to be
accomplished by regulation or by Act of
Parliament; and whether they are to be
enforced by the police or by soms other
authority. We should have some definite
understanding rather than continue the
present loose method of control.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 strongly support
the remarks made by the Teader of the
Opposition,  To-day’ there is considerable
misconcepticn respecting Acts of Parliament

Mr. Kerr.]
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dealing with traffic matters, and unques-
tionably the present law requires a good deal
of clarification.

The Traffic Acts provide for the imposi-
tion of fecs and for charges in connection
with licenses, 1eglst1at1on and pervmts
There is alse provision for the imposition of
licensing and othm‘ fees in connection with
heavy \'ohi!‘h‘s, and, in addition, the Main
Roads Doard provides a schedule of fees.

It is my intention to move an amendment
to the motion with a view to securing a more
comprehensive Traffic Act than we have
to-day. The first Act was introduced in
1905, since when very fow amendments have
been made. Necessary amerdments of traffic
laws have been accomplizhed through a num-
ber of other Acts of Parliament, and the
Committee to-day should give this matter
serjous considervation with a view to securing

a more comprehensive Aect dealing wirn
trafic matters. particularly in the city of
Brishane. I beg to move the following
amendment : —

“ Omit the words—
‘in certain partienlars.” ”
The motion will then read—
“That it is desirable that a Bill be

introduced to amend the Traffic Acts,
1905 to 19156,

To-day the Commissioner of Police is
authorised to perform certain duties and to
administer the Act; but there is a contro-
versy between the Brishane City Council and
the Home Dopartment as to certain phases
of traffic control in Brisbane. The time is
fast approaching when the Brisbane Citv
Council will require greater control over
traffic matters than they possess to-day.

The HoME SECRETARY: We could give them
complete control.

Mr. KERR: No doubt the hon. gentleman
would be willing to grant them complete
control plonded they countributed towards
the cost of the services rendered by the
police. It has always been the policy of
the Government to shift their responsibility
in connection with expenditure to some other
body. TIn passing, we have a typical
example in the hospital tax of what the
Government have done in this connection.
By their legislation affecting hospitals thew
have diverted the taxation for those insti-
tutions from the revenue of the State to
the land.

The HoME SECRETARY:
nothing of the kind.

Mr. KERR
pitals has
authorities.

The I{OoME SECRETARY :
ment are responsible.
for the hospitals.

Mr. KERR: The hon.
that the subsidy for hospitals has been
reduced conxiderably since a number of hos-
pitals wore districtised. At one time the
Government provided subsidy to the extent
of £100,000 per annum for the upkeep of

They have done

A tax for the upkeep of hos-
been placed upon the local

No. The Govern-
We provide a subsidy

gentleman knows

hospltaln ; but to-day that amount has
dwindled down to about £75,000. Who is
raying the differcnce? Proceeds from the

» Gou}on Casket” and the local authorities.
That is some relief to the Treasurer. To-day
the Government are ready to concede to
the Drisbane City Council the control of
traffic in the city arca provided it pays for

[Mr. Kerr.

[ASSEMBLY.] Traffic Acts Amendment Bill.

the services of the police. There might be
something in that argument if the whole
question were examined. The owners of
motor vehicles in Brishane to-day are pay-
ing exorbitant feces; and, if those fees were
allotted to the centres where they are col-
lected, the Brisbane City Council would be in
o position to pay for the services of the
police to control traffic.

The Toxmr Secrerary: The collection of
motor fees and licenses does not come under
the Traffiec Act. They are provided for
under the Main Roads Act.

Mr. KERR: I said at the commencement
of my speech that the various Acts dealing
with traflic should be thoroughlr analysed
with a view to evolving a more oomprchew
sive Traffic Act. At the present time it is
difficult to obtain a complete knowledge of
the traffic laws, as to do so four or five Acts

have to be examined. That is the only
method by swhich one can zlean who is the
authority responsible for this or that and

“ho ig emno“elod to do certain work. It
is a nosition which can be casily remedied
by legislation.

Certain provisions in the Traffic Act can
casily be deleted without affecting the Act
itself because, as a matter of cold fact,

they are not being carried out. Provision
is made under the Traflic Acts for the
ciosing of roads by the police and the

crection of signs. These provisions might
very easily bo deleted and these powers
placed under the control of the Brisbane
City Council or the local authority intercsted.
The police have nothing whatever to do
with those duties; still those provisions
remain in the Act.

There are other matters which might very
well be deleted in order to perfect the legis-
lation. For instance, the Traffic Act pro-
vides for the kind of brakes that must be
used on tramears ; and there is another
provision requiring motormen and conductors
on tramears to obtain licenses. These pro-
visions, which are contained in other Acts,
arc not being carried out, and are, therefore,
quite useloss.

The {requent controversies which take
place in connection with our traffic problems
disclose the fact that the Government have
not given the attention they should have
done to make the legislation understood.
There is altogether toc much controversy
in regard to these matters. One controversy
was In regard to brakes on tramcars. The
Brisbane City Council did not intend to put
certain brakes on their trams. The Govern-
ment had power to insist upon celta,m
things being done because specific provision
is contained in the Tlaﬁm Act.  There
should not be these over-riding powers In
various Acts. The Brisbane City Council
run the tramways, and, as they are the
responsible body, such provisions should be
contained in their charter.

Another controversy which has taken place
between the Government and the Brisbanec
City Council has becen in connection with
motor taxation. The Government some-
how or other are always getting into a
controversy with somebody or other. The
Mayor of Brisbane, Mr. Jolly, had an
intorview with the Premier in regard to the
matter, and asked for a share of the
revenue received from motor taxation, which
is now paid to the Main Roads Commls-
sion. Mr. Jolly in this connection wused
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a very strong argument. He stated that
the Brisbane City Council has many
hundreds of miles of roads to maintain in
their area of 385 square miles. 1 believe
that therc is collected in motor fees in
the Greater Brisbane arca alone a sum in
th vicinity of £250,000, and the ratepayers
who are responsible for the upkeep of the
roads receive no part of that sum.

I have no desire to be parochial this
morning; but there are onc or two phases
of this matter that might very well be con-
stdered. Under the Main Roads Act the
State is divided into three parts, which share
equally in certain moneys collected under
that Act. In my opinion the Traffic Act
mighi very well be altered so that the Bris-
bane City Council would reeceive a larger
amount for the maintenance and construc-
tion of roads within its boundaries than it
receives at present. It must be realised that
the numerous heavy vehicles in use to-day
require many factors in road maintenance
that would not otherwise be neccessary. For
example, a wider and better road is required
for heavy vehicles, and, in addition to that,
sharp turns in the road must be reduced to a
minimum. Under the Xcavy Vechicles Act
the fecs collected are paid into a fund in
the Treasury, and that money is divided
among the various local authorities as the
Minister decides. The Traffic Act might be
amended to permit of a number of authori-
ties sharing in this moner. In New South
Wales the local authorities have absolute
control of a certain proportion of the motor
fees collected in that Sfate, which in round
figures amount to £1,250,000. The muni-
cipal authorities also are compensated in this
respect; and I think the Government here
might very well do something to rectify the
glaring aromalies which exist at the present
time in this State.

The matter of the safety zones has becn
mentioned, and in that connection I think the
Traffic Acts might be more definite. The
provision of safety zones has passed the
experimental stage; they are an established
fact in Sydney and Melbourne. I understand
that the previous Commissioner of Police
would not agree to the establishment of such
zones, and that the present Commissioner
is also suspicious as to their efficacy. That
is a matter in which the Brisbane City
Council might be given greater power than
it has to-day. Brass tags have been nailed
down in certain streots in Brisbane: but
such a proceeding cannot be regarded as
ostablishing a safety zone; neither can the
white chalking of the streets to mark safety
zones be deemed effective, because it only
requires a shower of rain or the passage of
a few cars to obliterate these marks. What
iz required is marking the zones with steel
studs firmly embedded in the streets. Such a
provision is made in almost every other
country, and there is no reason why the
Government should hesitate in the mafter.

'The HoME SecRETARY: The Government
have alveady agreed upon that.

Mr. KERR: Well, let us have some legis-
lation to know just where we stand, because
at the present time there are too many
regulations governing these matters.

Another matter calling for attention is in
regard to the light motor lorries which are
particularly noticeable during week-ends.
These lorries, which travel at a speed of an¥y-
thing from 18 to 25 miles per hour, are
variably packed with people on holiday

[29 Avugust.]
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excursions, and are fitted with temporary
seats nailed for the purpose. Whilst I have
no desire to interfere with the pleasure of
people who travel in that way, I do think
that some provision is absolutely essential so
that the danger line is not crossed by these
lorries being overloaded with passengers.
The Government should go thoroughly into

this matter, because some action in the
interests of the safety of the public is
necessary.

The noise nuisance is another matier that
might be dealt with when considering the
traffic laws. Several questions have been
asked in this House in regard to noises caused

by traffic, and I believe the Com-

[11 a.m.] missioner of Pelice has reccived

many requests in regard to noises
caused by motor cycles owing to the fauet that
proper exhausts are not provided, nut no
definite action has been taken in this regard.
I turned up the Traffic Act Amendment Act
of 1916, in which there is a section which
provides that regulations may be made—

“ Regulating or restricting and, if
necessary, prohibiting the use of noisy
brakes on any vchicle.”

The Traffic Act deals with noises caused by
brakes, but it does not go any further; and
now that we have an opportunity of doing
something to regulate those noises which are
disturbing the community, nothing is done
I read in the press the other day thai in
Paris a by-law has been framed prohibiting
motor cars from making a noisc between
certain hours of the night, when people are
allegedly aslecp—though I understand that
many people in Paris get out of their beds
at 12 o’clock at night and go to bed at 7 in
the morning. During the prohibited hours
they are not permitted to go beyond a snail’s
pace, so that the residents are not disturbed.
In Brisbane there are more noises during the
night than there are in London or Paris.
The noises in the streets to-day arc tre-
mendous, and no definite action is being
taken to cause a cessation of these noises.

I have moved my amendment with the
intention of asking the Home Secretary to
see if he cannot co-ordinate the legislation
contained in the various Acts so that we
can make the Traffic Act what it should be.
It badly wants revision, as many of the pro-
visions are out of date, and there are many
matters in regard to nuisances that vequire
controlling by legislative action. The oppor-
tunity should always be taken by the Oppo-
sition of putting forward something construc-
tive; and, if the Minister intreduced a
comprehensive Traffic Bill, the Opposition
would submit amendments that would be of
benefit to the whole of the people of Queens-
land in the matter of traffic control. The
Home Secretary should bring down a Bill
to cover all these matters. 1 have tried to
show some directions in which the traflic laws
can be amended, and, if the opportunity is
provided, I #hall be prepared to move suffi-
cient amendments to make it a decent
measure.

Mr. MORGAN (Hurille): While I fully
agree with the amendment foreshadowed by
the Home Secretary, I think he should have
gone further, as further amendments to the
Traffic Act are necessary. Only the other day
I noticed in the press where an individual
had becen fined four times for driving while
being drunk. He was not brought up on a
charge of driving without a license, but he

Mr. Morgan.]



424 Traffic Acts Amendment Bill.

was charged with driving a motor car while
under the influence of liquor, and it was
stated by the police prosecutor that his license
had been cancelled. I want to know why
that man was not also charged with driving
a motor car without a license. What is the
use of merely cancelling a man’s license if he
is afterwards discovered to have been driving
a car? The Minister should withdraw his
motion with a view to bringing down an
amendment providing that any person who
is guilty of negligent driving so as to cause
injury to a person on the road and who does
not stop to inquire into the matter should
be imprisoned without the option of a fine.
We should not allow a man of that sort an
option in any shape or form. When anyone
is so cruel as o knock down an individual
on a lonely road in the suburbs or in the
country, and does not stop to see whelher the
person 18 injured, there should be no optional
fine at all when the police secure a conviction.
The offender should not be allowed to say
whether he will pay a fine of £10 or £20, as
the case may be, but should be given six
months’ imprisonment with the cancellation
of his license for all time. Why has the
Home Secretary not brought in an amend-
ment of the Act in that direction? Tt is just
as important to amend the Act ingthe way I
have suggested os it is to give a magistrate
the discretion to inflict imprisonment withous
the option of a fine.

Mr. KELSO (¥undah): With the Leader
of the Opposition, I regret very much that
the Minister is confining his attention to one
single phase in regard to the amendment of
the Traffic Act. Another phase which should
be dealt with 1s the registration of barrow-
men. and also the practice which has grown
within the last couple of years of shopkeepers
utilising a certain portion of the pavement
for displaying *their goods. This maiter has
been thrashed out at great length in the
public press during the last twelve months.
We have been told—and by interjection from
the Minister—that this matter is in the hands
of the Committee of Direction of Fruit
Marleting, and the order of leave should be
extended to deal with this matter. 1t would
be quite simple to amend the Fruit Market-
ing Organisation Act as well as the Traffic
Act, so that tho whole question could be
placed under the control of the police or of
the City Council. The Minister say: he is
quite willing to allow this matter to be
handed over to the City Council if the Council
will pay the police.  Surely the zime has
arrived when in the city of Brisbane, with
such a large volume of traflic as we have
now, something definite should be done to
regulate these barrowmen. It is a great hard-
ship to men who have to pasy rent and rates
ard taxcs that these barrowmen should stick
their barrows in front of their shops and
offer fruit and other goods for sale on merely
paying a license fee. On the face of it, that
13 inequitable; and I think the Minister
would do well to extend the order of leave so
that the police rather than the Committee of
Direction would be able to control the
barrows,

The Home SrCRETARY: You cannot amend
other Acts under this Bill.

Mr. KELSO: Surely another Bill could
be brought in concurrently to alter the power
of the Committee of Direction to deal with
these things. Any Southerner coming here
now—and we have a large number of
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visitors—is absolutely amazed at the position.
Let me illustrate by referring to the barrow
at the Australian Mutual Provident corner.

Mr. Haxrox: If you have been in .Sydney,
you must have seen that it is alive with fruit
barrows.

Mr. KELSO: The barrow at the Aus-
tralian Mutual Provident corner is an abso-
Iute disgrace. It seems to be a permanent
affair. It disfigures the corner of Edward
and Queen streets. Go down to Brunswick
street, and you will find the place alive with:
barrows immediately opposite fruit shops.
The men who own those shops pay rates and
taxes and rent, and have a just grievance,
but nothing is done. The City Council want
to move these barrowmen, but they have
not the authority. The police have been
asked to move them, but they say they have
not the authoritv. The Committce of Direc-
tion, apparently, does nothing. The fruif
barrow may serve a very useful purpose In
the suburbs, where it would be constantly
on the move; but to allow it to stand in the
principal streets of the city in competition
with shops is unfair to the pcople who have
to pay rent and taxes and make a profit.
The matter has been discussed in the public
press for over twelve months, and I would
commend to the Home Secretary the extend-
ing of the order of leave to deal with the
question daring the progress of this Bill.

Hox. J. . APPEL (Albert): I hope the
Home Sccretary will make this measure com-
prehensive. I have been using motor cars
ever since they were first available, and it
scems to me that the question is being raised
as to who is to have control of this traffic.
I read in the ‘ Couricr” yesterday, or the
day before, a paragraph in which the writer
asked why motors should be controlled when
there were straight roads on which they
could do 80 miles an hour.

The Howe SecRITARY : Have you done that?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: 1 have not. 1 con-
form to the regulations. As we are having
this amendment of the Acts, I hope that the
measure will be comprehensive. We have
to consider the rights of others than
motorists. We have to consider the way-
farers. 1t scems to me that the people who
swalk along our roads now are not considered,
The motorist appears to have the idea—and
T am a motorist—that he possesses the right
to the whole road. Take Queen street, for
instance. There is a certain amount of regu-
lation to-day; but, instead of cars having to
take corners as near as practicable to the
left-hand side, they make a wide detour.
Only the other day I noticed again the very
great danger from such a practice. I have
discussed these matters with the Home Secre-
tary, and I can only hope that the Bill will
be a comprehensive one. We do not want
to interfere with the motorists, but there
are other people—people who have no cars—
who have to be considered also. If there is
to be traffic regulation, then let the regula-
tions be observed. I suggest to the Home
Secretary in connection with main roads—
they would amply justify the cost of regu-
lations——that there should be proper regula-
tions dealing with those particular roads.
Anything that will regulate this traffic will
meet with my assent, and T will do all T can
to assist the Home Secretary in that
conneetion.
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Mr. H. M. RUSSELL (Zoombul): I think
the Minister might accept the amendment
moved by the Opposition. There is no doubt
that the traffic probiem is of such an urgent
nature that it would be wise for this Cham-
ber to discuss the whole question in all its
aspects, without being tied down to address-
ing our attention to the inclusion of power
to deal chiefly with motorists who are under
the influence of liquor. While I am sure that
the Committee is quite agrecable to give the
traffic authorities every facility for the pre-
servation of the security of the citizens, I
think also that we should endeavour to
ascertain whether the present Traffic Acts
are ample to cover present requirements. We
know that it has been the custom for the
Government on many occasions to limit diz-
cussion to a few amendments of existing
]oglslaition; and times out of number the
Opposition have objected to what I ight
term tinkering with the present legislasion
by attempting to limit discussion to unim-
portant amendments of legislation introduced
from time to time. There is no doubt that
many of the Acts on the statute-book :equire
very serious amendment; and the (Govern-
ment should bear in mind that they do not
possess the whole of the wisdom of this
Chamber, nor do they represent the majority
of the electors. On that account, I think
15 would be wise wherever possible to initiate
discussion on cardinal principles rather than
confine our attention to a few minor amend-
ments of existing legislation. I commend
to the Home Secretary the amendment moved
by the Opposition, which will not interfere
In any way with his proposal, and probably,
if we are enabled to discuss the traffic
problem in its entirety, we might be able to
suggest amendments that will certainly
mmprove existing legislation. )

. To-day there is a clash of authorities, par-
ticularly between the Brisbane City Council
and the Governmenit., The Brisbane City
Council constructs and maintains many of
the main roads 1n its own arca, but it has no
control over the traffic on those roads. The
control of traffic is entirely in the hands of
the police. The Brisbane City Council intends
to submit certain proposals for the considera-
tion of the Government. Those proposals will
not altogether come within the category of
the Traflic Acts, but are problems involved
and very closely interwoven with those Acts.
It would be wise for the Minister not only
to deal with the Traffic Acts but with those
other Acts. The time is opportune for a more
thorough investigation of the conditions
appertaining 1o all those Acts. I might cite
the Act governing the Committec of Direc-
tion and the Main Roads Act. Tach of thosc
measures contains anomalies which should be
rectified.  For instance, the Brisbane City
Council quite recently instituted certain park-
ing regulations. Those regulations have been
opposed very strenuously by a large section
of the community. The whole matter of park-
ing should be controlled by one authority;
but whether that authority should be the
Brisbane City Council or the police is a moot
point. At any rate, we should not have two
aunthorities dealing with the one problem;
and, if the opportunity offcred, some satis-
factory settlement of the present clash of
authority could be arrived at. The council
ix called upon to pay the whole cost of con-
struction and maintenance of the roads in
its area; yet the fees derived from motor
registration go to another authority. It
should be decided whether the Brisbane City
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Council shall . not receive a proportion of
those fees. That is a matter which might be
considered when amending the Traffic Acts.
Some discussion has also taken place on the
question of fruit barrows. The Brisbane
City Council has no control over them because
their licenses are jssued by another authbority
The whole question of the control of the
streets and the control of the traffic upon
them should be placed under one authority,
and not be under two or three authorities
as at present.

I sincerely suggest that the Minister
should allow discussion on all those subjects,
and that can only be accomplished by widen-
ing the order of leave. If that action is not
taken, then only such matters as are specifi-
cally dealt with in the Bill can be discussed
on its second reading, and any other matters
will be ruled out of order. This is an oppor-
tunity for the Opposition to impress on the
Minister the necessity for widening the scope
of this Bill, enabling hion. members to deal
with the whole question of the traffic prob-
lem. In every large centre of population the
traffic problem ‘s a very pressing one, and
it is coming to that stage in Brisbane when
something very definite will have to be done
in the near future to deal with the anomalies
which eoxist here, chief of which is the con-
flicting interests of different authorities. It
is a well-known fact that in the larger centres
of Australia the traffic problem is a very
pressing one, and It is growing in intensity
vear by wear, and it is difficult to know how
1o solve it. The Home Sccretary is usually
very reasonable, and I hope that on this
occasion he will listen to our suggestion and
give this Chamber the fullest opportunity of
bringing forwar:! amendments which will
have for their purpose the improving of the
present Traffic Acts. The Minister must
admit that the proposition he is bringing
forward will net improve the Traffic Acts
cxcept to deal with a grievance that he
considers is not covered by the present regu-
lations. We know that a great number of
grievances that exist to-day can be dealt with
under regulations, though I am inclined to
think that we have too much government by
regulation. It is a pernicious practice which
should be limited as much as possible, and
one of which the present Government have
been guilty throughout their career.

The Committee should be afforded the
fullest opportunity. of discussing not only the
main principles that may be covered by a
measure but also the regulations to.be framed
under thg measure. Very often the Govern-
ment frame regulations which, to my mind,
are contrary to the wishes of hon. members.
The Home Secretary interjected while one
hon. members was speaking that manv
matters referred to at the time could woe
covered by regulation. If that is so, how is
it that the very matter which the Home
Secretary is bringing up to-day cannot also
be dealt with by regulation? I contend that
the hon. gentleman has ample power under
the regulations to deal with the matter now
under discussion.

The Houe SEcRETARY : That is not so.

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: Under the present
regulations the department has assumed very
extensive powers in dealing with matters of
a similar nature, and I can see no necessity
for introducing a special Bill to deal with
the present subject. At any rate, if the
hon gentleman’s contention is correct, why

Mr. H. M. Russell.]
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waste time in dealing with that matter only?
I suggest that the Minister should accept the
amendment, so that there will be an oppor-
tunity afforded of discussing the whole matter
with the object of improving the existing
legislation, removing many of the present
anomalies, and making the legislation such
that the respective authorities will know just
where they stand.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, Mount Mergan): So far the debate
has succeeded in doing nothing more than
disclosing the ignorance of hon. members
opposite who have spoken. The hon. member
for Enoggera, for example, said that the
Government asked for constructive sugges-
tions. What constructive suggestions have
we received? 1 tried to tell the hon. gentle-
man on three occasions while he was speak-
ing that the question of safety zones has
already been dealt with, and that the police
department, in conjunction with the tram-
ways departmens, has made provision for
safety zones at Roma street, the Customs
House, and Gray street. 1t is absurd to
suggest that Traffic Acts for all Queensland
sheuld contain the provision of safety zones
~nd regulations dealing with fruit barrows in
the city of Brisbane. Not one suggestion has
been made this morning that is not already
covered by the Aets or the regulations framed
under the Acts. To suggest that every detail
affecting the traffic of Brisbane should be
dealt with under the Bill is an absurdity.
One hon. member—I think it was the hon.
member for Murilla—spoke about motorists
who, having knocked down pedesirians,
cleared for their lives; and the hon. iem-
ber wanted to know why these people are not
criminally prosccuted. As a matter of lact,
they are criminally prosccuted, I mighe also
inform hon. members at this stage that,
without passing special legislation on the
matter, the Government have made provision
under regulations whereby the tail-light on
a motor car must be operated by a separate
switch, thereby altering the old system under
which a driver might switch off his taillight
from the driver’s seat if he encountered any
trouble such as that suggested by the hon.
member for Murilla, ’

At 11.30 a.m.,

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! Under the
provisions of Standing Order No. 17 and
Sessional Orders agreed to by the House on
26th July, I shall now leave the chair, report
progress, and ask leave to sit again.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress.t

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE—SEVEXTH
Day.
Question stated—

“That the following Address be pre-
sented to the Governor in reply to the
Speech delivered by His Excellency in
opening this, the third session of the
twenty-fourth Tarliament of Qucens-
land : —

“ May 1t please Your Jixcellency,—

* We, His Majesty's loyal and dutiful
subjects, the members of the Legislative
Assemb}y of Queensland, in Parliament
assembled, desire to assure Your Excel-
lency of our continued loyalty and affec-

[Mr. H. M. Russell.
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tion fowards the Throne and Person of
our Most Cracious Sovereign, and to
tender our thanks to Your Excellency for
the Speech with which you have been
pleased to open the present session.

“ The various measures to which Your
Excellency has referred, and all other
matters that may be brought before us,
will receive our most careful considera-
tion, and it will be our earncst endea-
vour =0 to deal with them that our
labours may tend to the advancement
and prosperity of the State” —

On which Mr. MOORE
moved—-
¢“That the question be amended by the
addition of the following words:—
“ but we desire to inform Your Excel-

lency that the Government does not
possess the confidence of this House.” ”’

(Aubigny) had

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa), continuing, said:
The Government in the past abtributed

the unemployment to the drought; after that
and now to the tariff. I

to motor cars; oW
am:  a bigh protectionist, and always
have been. I believe that we must protect

our young industries against competition
from the outside world; but I cannot agree
that protection is the cause of so much
unemployment, and I challenge anyone to
prove that to be  so. They may
assert it, but there is no proof adduced
to show thabt that is so. The tariff applies
equally {o each State of the Commonwealth,
and a comparison will show a great depre-
cistion of Queensland industries, not because
of the tariff, but because of the competition
of southern manufacturers who ave able to
produce cheaper than the Queensland manu-
facturers. Was it the tariff that caused the
failure of the State enterprises which were
launched under Government  supervision
under the most favourable conditions, as they
paid no taxation and were relieved of
large interest payments? What caused their
failure? Was it the tariff? Nol

My, Couiins: TFive out of seven State
enterprises are a success. )

Mr. FRY : The hon. member should know
that his statement is not correct: at a later
stage 1 shall go into details. Within a period
of ton vears the State enterprises have lost
nearly 50 per cent. of the capital inyvested in
them. If that is success, then that is a solu-
tion of the unemployed problem. The policy
enunciated by the Labour Party is calculated
to destroy private industry and cause
unemployment; and app.arently 'the State
enterprises have done their work in helping
to destroy industry and create unemploy-
ment.

The State enterprises have been a financial
failure, and that has not been caused by the
operation of che tariff, buf by conditions
brought about by the administration of the
Government.

Tet me compare the movements in industry
in the States on the castern border of Aus-
tralia—Queensland, New South Wales, and
Vietoria. They all work under the same
tariff :—

MOVEMENTS IN INDUSTRIES FROM 1914 10 1926.
Sawmidling and Joinery Establishments.

New South Wales (increase) 254
Victoria (increase) ... ... 255
Queensland (increase) 4
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In Queensland, where we have got all the
timber, sawmills and joinery works have only
increased by four.

Ironcorks and Foundries.

New South Wales (increase) 214

Victoria (increase) ... .. 176

Queensland (decrease) ... .. 39
Confectionery.

New South Wales (increqse) Lo 4

Victoria {increase) ... . ... 82

Queensland—No increase.

Wool, Cotton, and Tweed Mills.
New South Wuales (increase) ... 8
Victoria (increase) ... Lo 17
Queensland 1

Boot and Shoe Factories.
New South Wales (increase) ... 534
Victoria (increase) ... ... PLQ
Queensland (increase) 3
Clothing Factories.
New South Wales (increase) ... 87
Victoria (increase) ... 8T
Quecensland {(decrease) ... &
Furniture and Cabinet-making Factoriss,
New South Wales (increase) ... 94
Victoria (increase) ... 141
Queensland (increase) o 1E

That decrease in the number of factories in
Queensland means a consequent decrease in
the number of employces.

In the three years from 1924 to 1927 the
value of the output of factories in ail the
Btates was—

£

New South Wales (increase) 19,653,171

Victoria (1ncrease) .. 9,220,553
South Australia (1ncl‘ease) 4,134,416
Western Australia (increase) 1,742,373
Tasmania (increase) 262,041
Queensland (decrease) 7,814,265

Then take the factory production increases
per head of the population from 1914 *o 1927

—that is, the period covering the Labour
reign in Queensland : —
New South Wales, £40 0s. 3d., showing
an increase of 110 per cent.
Victoria, £39 156s. 106d., showing an in-
crease of 115 per cent.
South Australia, £35 8s. 10d., showing

an increase of 119.2 per cent.
Western Australia, £21 11s. 8d., showing
an increasc of 108.9 per cent.
Tasmania, £19 0s. 5d., showing an in-
crease of 101.6 per cent.
Queensland, £7 6s. 10d., showing an in-
crease of 19.5 per cent.

That is under the same tariff, but uander
different Governments. That is where our
trouble comes in; and that is one of the
arguments in favour of the adoption of the
no-confidence motion of the Leader of the
Opposition. The operation of the tariff has
nothing to «do with the great differences
between the States on the eastern border of

Australia. If we were comparing Western
Australia with Queensland, it might have
some Dbearing because of location and

Western Australia’s isolation.

Let me mention an impartial body of men,
whose sincerity cannot be questioned. A
deputation from religious bodies waited on
the Premier on 16th March last and presented
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to him a carefully drawn-up manifesto. It
was the first occasion on which the heads of
Christian bodies in this State had combined
on any social qucstlon These bodies preach
tolerance and love, and inculcate the brother-
hood of man, and they are all deeply
impressed by the 1egretuable unemployment
existing in our midst. Nobody knows more
about  the unemployed question than the
heads of religicus bodies, who are continually
in the homes of the peoplg and to whom the
people always go for relief. The deputation
consisted of the official representatives of all
churches—Protestant and Roman Catholic.

The Catholic ‘ Age’ of Saturday, 24th
March, 1928, under the caption * Industrial
Unrest,” printed the following article:—

“ Because the autbors of the mani-
festo declared that industrial strife was
the cause of much unemployment and
suffering at the present time, an evening
paper that professes to champion the
rights of the worker questioned the fit-
ness ¢f Churchmen to deal with such
matters at all and regarded their treat-
ment of the whole sub]( ot as superficial.
It would be useless to remind a pre-
judiced press that it is not the first
time that Churchmen have not only dealt
ably with such matters but intervened
sucaessfully and generally on the side
of the worker.

“Industry is all right and the workers
are all right; but those who hobble
both with unrcasonable laws and rostric-
tions arc all wrong. 7That is the very
thing that has been done in Qucensland.
Will the writer in the Labour press tell
us why it is that industry in Queens-
land has been waning while our popula-
tion has been increasing? Where are
the factories and workshops we should
have? Where has been the establishment
of new industries or the expansion of old
ones? Where do we see development of
our own nalive industries? For instance,
to-day in Queensland mining is prac-
tically dead. Who killed it? Who or
what has been responsible for killing the
tanning industry? We understand that
some tannecries have gone out of exist-
ence altogether and others are dying.
There was a time when boot factories
flourished in Queensland. They do not
flourish to-day. America comes in and
at a swoop purchases all available hides,
w1th a consequent rise to the working
man’s family of about 5s. a pair in
boots.  Will the enlightened leades
writer of the Labour press tell us that
the tanners are responsible for this?
And, as we believe he must admit the
fact of the depression if not the death
of the industry, will he analyse the
matter and put his finger on the cause
for ns?

“We make bold to say that between
the laws that have hobbled industry and
the agitator who has stirred up indus-
trial strife the working man of Australia
has heen a helpless victim.”

Those are strong words, but I say they
are true words.

We are told about the increase in savings
bank deposits by hon. members on the
Government side, but they do not give
us a comparison with the other States. The
savings bank statistics show that Queens-
land is in an unfavourable position, having

dropped from fourth to fifth place in the
My, Fry.]
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amount of savings per inhabitant, and to
the last place in respect of the increase in
savings during the period from 1st January,
1915, to 3lst December, 1927, the date of the
last official figures issued. Those figures
reflect the state of the workers’ savings; and
the Government have been able to bring
nothing forward to remove the effect of their
actions, or prove that they have not been
the cause of the wunfortunate position in
which many of their supporters find them-
selves to-day. As the leaders of these people,
they professed to be able to lead them into
a paradise, but they led them into a prickly-
pear paddock. The people they have thus
led are realising the difference. They asked
for bread, and the Government gave them
a stone. The Government have handed them
a snake instead of an eel. They have treated
them most scandalously, and they have
proved themselves unworthy of trust. They
gaid to them, ¢ Let us have the socialisation
of industry. Industrial strikes and taxation
all hit the men who deserve hitting.” But
they have found that strikes hit the wage
earner, and also that taxation hits the wage
carner, for, whilst it is levied on industry,
it is passed on till the wage earner has to
pay it. They cannot get away from the
fact that, when we compare one thing with
another, the tariff is a minor maftter in
comparison with excessive taxes on indus-

try and strikes. I have compared the
conditions of factory life in Queensland
with those existing elsewhere, amnd hon.

members opposite must admit that the dif-
ference is largely due to their administra-
tion. Unemployment to-day is worse because
of the policy of the Labour Party.
Unfortunately, the party opposite have
drifted, having abandoned the policy upon
which they came into power, and having

grasped and adopted the foreign policy
of Communism, the observance of which
will surely end in failure. With such

a policy they do not know the direction
in which they are hcading. They are like
a blind man feecling his way along a road,
then veering to one side, only to meet with
disaster. So long as the Government of this
State are guided by an evil influence and
unwillingly led in certain directions, they
must meet with utter failure. There can be
no gainsaying the fact that they are being
retained 1n power by the extreme element
of the community. On speaking to one of
the extreme individuals in the shipping
world, he informed me in reply to my remark
that the Labour Party would kick out the
Communists, ¢ Ah, they cannot do that. The
Labour Party have embraced Communism,
and we are now going to control the party.”
I told him that his followers would be all
booted out. He replied, * They cannot do
that, because we have a grip on the
strategical positions in the movement, and at
our will we can crush the Labour move-
ment.””  That influence is having a serious
effect on the party to-day.

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon, mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. McLACHLAN (Merthyr): I desire to
associate myself with other hon. members
who have spoken in reference to the deaths
of members who occupied their places in this
Chamber during the last session of Parlia-
ment. I refer to Mr. F. L. Nott, the hon.
member for Stanley, and Mr. John Payne,
the hon. member for Mitchell.

[Mr. Fry.
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I was not very well acquainted with the
late Mr, Nott; but the little acquaintance I
had with him led me to regard him as a very
sincere gentleman, and a man of a kindly
nature—a nature which endeared him to all
members of the House.

It was my privilege to be acquainted with
the late Mr. John Payne for a very long
time. He was a member of this House when
I entered it in 1908; and during the whole
time that he occupied a seat in this House
it was remarkable how steadfastly true he
was to the principles that he espoused. The
Labour movement had a strong supporter
in him, his political views amounting almost
to a religion. I am of the opinion that the
House is very much poorer by his demise:
but I congratulate the electors of Mitchell
upon having sent to take his place a man
following faithfully in the footsteps of the
late Mr. Payne.

With other hon. members on this side I
am surprised that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition should move an amendment of want
of confidence in the Government. To me it
appears to be purely fireworks on his part,
because the hon. gentleman and those
associated with him know that they have
no possible chance of carrying the amend-
ment. When one considers the record of
the Labour Government since their advent
to power, bearing in mind that we have been
returned to power at every succeeding general
clection since 1915, when we were first
returned to the Treasury benches, one must
he convinced that the people of Quecnsland
have entire confidence in the Labour Govern-
ment; and those facts prove, at all events,
that, whatever may be the opinions of hon.
members opposite, the people of Queensland
are perfectly satisfied with the legislation
and administration of this party.

In the results of the by-elections for
Mitchell and Balonne there is evidence again
of the confidence the pcople have in the
Labour Government and their admiunistra
tion, inasmuch as, when the opportunity
came, they returned two Labour men for
those constituencies. The Labour party have
at all times gone to the people on the plat-
form they stood for, and on a platform that
is not in any way hidden. They have net
attempted at any time or during any election
to cloud the issues as they affected them. On
all occasions they have gone to the people on
a definite platform, and they were at all
times prepared to cxpound its planks. The
people have accepted them as being sruthful
and honest in their convictions, and they
have, as opportanity offered, endeavoured to
give effect to their platform. Since the
Labour Party came into power in 1915 hun-
dred of measures have been placed on the
statute-book, and, if each and every one of
them werc analysed. it would be found that
they all have for their object the advance-
ment of the State of Queensland as a whole,
an atterapt to improve the conditions of the
people, and an endeavour to make this State
what in my opinion it is destined to be, the
foremost State in the Commonwealth.

The Governor’s Specch was very inverest-
ing reading to me. It shows to the people
who read it what a great State we have, I
was particularly pleased to read in the Spcech
that the Governor has sct himself the task
of gaining a thorough acquaintance at first
hand of the State of which he is Governor.
That has been the practice of other Governors,
particularly his predecessor, Sir Matthew
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Nathan. Not only did Sir Matthew Nathan
prove a very excellent Governor and male
himself thoroughly acquainted with Queens-
land and her people, but, since he left here,
he has proved himself to be a very fine agent
for Queensland. I have read speeches
delivered in other parts of the world by him,
and he has never missed an opportunity of
extolling Queensland as a wonderful State.
Our present Governor is following on the
same lines, and desires to acquaint himself
with the State so that, when he leaves here
and gocs to some other place, he will be able
to speak with first-hand knowledge of what a
great State Queensland is.

The following paragraph appears in the
Speech in reference to the peregrinations of
His Excellency : —

“In my various tours I have traversed
more than 12,000 miles by road and rail,
and the study of the many and varied con-

ditions and industries of the country has -

been of intense interest, while the meet-
ing with the people in both town and
country districts has afforded mec the
greatest possible pleasure.

“ Although even now I am acquainted
with but a comparatively small portion
of the State, vet my carlier impressions
as to its amazing natural resources and
future possibilities are more than fully
realised. The cordial greetings which
have been accorded to me evervwhere
have made a very lasting impression on
me, and the expressions of loyalty to the
throne and person of His Majesty have
been universial. I invariably transmit
such cxpressions of loyalty dircet to His
Majesty.”

This is the spirit which should animate all
Queenslanders; but, instead, we hear the dole-
ful expressions which we have to listen to
sometimes from the members of the Oppo-
sition, who cannot say one good word for
Queensland.

Mr. MaxweLL: They don’t traduce Jueens-
land at all.

Mr. SwayNe: They have nothing agaimnst
Queensland; it is the administration we
criticise.

Mr. McLLACHLAN: Possibly the Opposi-
tion are not so well acquainted with Queens-
land as they should be. This paragraph in
the Governor’s Speech which I have read
clearly shows that the Opposition have no
grounds for the statements they make, and
I will prove that assertion as I go along.

Mr. MaxwelL: We deal only with the
administration of the Government.

Mr. McLACHLAN: I will deal with the
hon. member directly. I have listened atten-
tively to the speeches that have been
delivered, but have not heard one hon. mem-
ber opposite who had a good word to say
for the State of Queensland. Hon. members
opposite may say what they like, but it has
been the practice not only of the present
occupants of the Opposition benches but of
their predecessors never to cease traducing
(ucensland. ,

Mr. MaxwrLL: That is wrong.

TLACHLLAN : Hon. members may
zay thev sve attacking the Government and
not the State; but their speeches prove that
is not so. When a man who is in a respon-
sible position will not stand up manfully for
the State he represents and in which he gets

RIS
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his living, he secms to me to be a very poor
type of individual indeed.

As another instance of what visitors to
Queensland think of the State as compared
with the murmurings of hon. members oppo-

site, I was interested in rcading the
remarks of Sir Benjamin Morgan, who
recently toured the State. In addressing a

meeting of members of the Constitutional
Club in Brisbane, that gentleman had this
to- say with reference to this visit to the
Atherton Tableland, as reported in the
Brisbane ““ Courier’” of 10th August—

“He was amazed at the possibilities,
not only of that area, but of the whole
of the districts in the northern part of
the State. The one-farm exhibits at the
show demonstrated that in these northern
areas ten or fifteen different industries
could be effectively built up, which would
be able to supply Britain with goods that
she required.”

That is the statement of a man who just
casually visited those parts of the State, the
productivity of which cannot be questioned.
Is it any wonder that persons who take an
interest In the State, and who are per-
manently resident within its boundaries, are
constantly espousing the claims of Queens-
land rather than traducing it? Here is
another extract from the speech—

“ As the result of my visit to North
Queensland, T shall be able to assure
those in authority in Britain that you
can, without difficulty, increase your
supplies of sugar to the Mother Country
by 200,000 or 300,000 tons per annum.

“An enormous and profitable industry
can also be built up in the export to
Britain of orange and lemon juice and
grape pulp, which we are at present
obtaining to the walue of millions of
pounds per annum from the Mediter-
ranean countries.”

That is a spirit that should animate us all
—fo be patriotic, and at every opportunity
advertise. our State. As I said previously
in this Chamber, we do nob sufficiently boost
our State. On the other hand, the speeches
of Americans show that they never cease
to find opportunities for extolling the
country to which they belong. It is a pity
that our public men do not more often stand
up and shout from the housetops, as it were.
the great potentialities and possibilities of
Queensland.

- I was pleased also to notice a reference
1 the Governor's Speech to the #raffic
problem, about which a Bill was sought to
be introduced this morning. I hope the
measure will provide stringent penalties for
motorists who endanger the lives of people
by driving motor cars when they are not in
a fit condition to do so. Not only are they
i a source of danger to themselves
{12 noon] and the passengers whom they
may be driving, but they are a
source of danger to people in their vicinity.
I trust the Bill will provide the desirved
reform in this direction.

Anyone who views the traffic in the city
of Brisbane at the peak hours of the day
must be convinced of the great difficultsy
of handling that traffic at the present time.
For some considerable time the Brisbane
City Council has been agitating for the con-
struction of Adelaide street right through to
North Quay. The stumbling block is the
railway offices, and I do hope that the

Mr. McLachlan.]
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Government will see the necessity of meeting
the City Council in this connection. The
building occupied by the railway offices in
George strect is not a very pletentlous one,
and there is not nearly sufficient room in the
buildinig tc enable the railway officers to
carry out the business of that department
properly. Taking that into consideration,
and the great neced there is for continuing
Adelaide street through to the North Quay
to provide an outlet for traffic, the matter
is deserving of the consideration of the
Government. 'Traffic is getting so congested
that it will not be very long before one-way
trafic will have to be introduced in the
City of Drisbane. To a certain extent it
is being done vow, because between 4.30 and
6 o'clock p.m. traffic_going up Elizabeth
street 1s sent round \V]lham street instead
of turning into Queen strect along George
sireet. [‘hu difliculty of introducing a propev
system of one-way traffic will be very great
indeed unless Adelaide street is opened
through to North Quay, and I hope that will
be done before very long.

I listencd very attentively to the speech
delivered yesterday by the hon. member for
(Cooroora. In his opening remarks the hon.
member gave credit to the Qpposition for the
introduction of almost all the humane legis-
lation at present on the st-.ute-book. T
know, and the hon. member knows, perfectly
well that that is not true. Hon. members who
are sitting in opposition to-day are of the
same political coiour as members who sat
behind the old Nationalist ‘Government, and
1 do not think any hsn. member on that
side can produce a programme of legislation
submitted to the people which contains any
of the measures they now claim credit for
until thev had practically been forced into
passing those measures by the advocacy of
hon. members who are now on this side of
the House.

Mr. MORGAN: A minority cannot lorce a

majority.
Mr. McLACHLAN : The minority in that

case did force the majority.
sitting in opposition in a minority.  The
great constituency outside believed in the
platform we were then standing for, con-
tained in which were measures such as the
amendment of the Elections Act. Workers’
compensation was included in our platform
before any thought was given to it by those
who were controlling the affairs of govern-
ment in those days, and old-age pensions
were advocated. The hon. member for Coo-
roora takes credit for the members of the
Opposition who passed that legislation when
they were sitting on this side of the House.
Congiliation and compulsory arbitration and
the abolition of the Legislative Council were
also in the Labour Party’s platform. It was
only by reason of the abolition of the Legisla-
tive Council that we on this side were
able to give to the pcople that measure of
reform for which they were looking.

Other items in the Labour platform in
those days were State loans to settlers, taxa-
tion of land values of absentees, and a State
Department of Labour. All these items,
which ﬁnd a place on the statute-book
to-day, were advocated by the Labour Pariy
when' a s'nall party in opposition. When we
were in apposition the ‘p(’opk were gradually
educited to that stage of democracy for which
the Labour Varty =’rood with the result that
hon. members opposite, when in power, intro-
duced some of the measures required which

[(Mr. McLachlan.
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they would never have thought of introducing
had it not been for the cofforts of Labour
members at that time.

T have looked up some old records I have
at home—I have not got the complete records
which the Secretary for Public Works bas
collated and indexed—of the doings in Parlia-
ment away back as far as 1899 and 1900. On
28th November, 1901, Henry Turley was
a  Labour member in this Chamber, and
moved a motion in favour of a minimum
wage and an eight-hour dar. I suppose there
is hardly a member of the Opposition. who
would now say that he is not in favour of a
minimum wage; but, when Mr. Turley intro-
duced that resol tlon a «division was taken,
which showed that there wore sixteen Labour
members in favour and thirty Tories against
it Included in the “ Noes” was the name
of the hon. member for Wynnum, the Hon.
W. H. Barnes, who is the only member on
the other side who was then a member of this
House. He was standing then for the same
principles that the Nationalist Party stand
for to-day. They had never any intention of
being a party to the introduction of this
reform, which has improved the conditions
of the working men. During the same ses-
sion, Mr. Gemfre Jackson, who was then a
Labour member, introduced a motion in
favour of establishing a Government Depart-
ment of Labour. One would think that, if
members of the Government of that day—
now the Opposition—were in favour of any
of the reforms which have been achicved,
they would have offered no objection to the
establishment of a Department of Labour.
A debate took place, and eventually a division
was taken, the motion being dcfeated by
twenty-six votes to sixteen. The minority of
sixteen were all Labour men; the others all
Tories, and again the name of the hon. mem-
ber for \Vynnum appears amongst the latter.

I remember well the agitation which took
place in favour of old-age pensions. T think
that Mr. George Jachson was the first to
introduce a motion in favour of the system.
The amouunt of the 1ndlgcnt allowance ab
that time was bs. per week—a very small
amount indeed. ‘That hon. member endea-
voured to have old-age pensions introduced
and moved in that duectlon many times
in  this Chamber from the Opposition
benches, but nothing came of it. At that
particular i{ime T remember  from reading
the debates that Mr. Foxton, the Homse
Secretary of those days, was prepared to
incrense the allowance to 7s. a week, but
he said that the State expenditure then
would be very great indeed. The spade
work in connection with old-age pensions was
all performed by the Labour Party when
sitting in opposition in this House.

The hon. member for Toowong the other
day took credit to the membels of his
party—not to himself, because he was not in
Parliament then—for having introduced and
passod the first Workers” Compensation Act.
I do not propose to question the fact that
it was a so-called Liberal Government which
introduced that measure, but it was again
the Labour Party who forced the issue.
Mr. Andrew Fisher, who wax then the
Labour Party Leader in this Chamber,
repeatedly and persistently advocated the
introduction of such a Bill, and, when he
left State polities to go into the Federal
House of Represeutatives, the fight was still
carvied on by Mr. George Ryland, who was
then membper of this Chamber for Gympie.



Address in Reply.

These were the men who in the early days—
about 1900 and before it—advocated this
reform, which later on a so-called Liberal
Government introduced. The fact remains
that, no matter what the pretensions of hon.
membols of the Opposition may be, the spade
work in connection with all this veform
legislation was done by the Labour Party.
and they had it in their platform even before
any member of the party was in this Par-
liament.

Mr. MAXWELL :
the Liberals.

Mr. McLACHLAN: It was not. The
foundation was laid by the Labour Party.
The first Act may have been passed by a

The foundation was laid by

so-called Liberal Government, but it has
been improved beyond all measure since
1915. The foundation of all this legislation

was the sgitation of the Labour Party before
they even got into this Chamber at all. It
is true that Sir Arthur Rutledge in 1901
introduced the first Workmen’s Compensa-
tion Bill, which did not get past its second
reading. It is very interesting to anybody
who wishes to indulge in retrospect to read
the debates on these measures. That mea-
sure did not become law, and it was not
until 1905 that the first Act of its kind was
placed on the statute-book. Although Sir
Arthur Rutledge introduced that first Bill,
to show Low the Government of those days,
now the Opposition party, strenuously
opposed reform measures, let me quote from
the columns of an old issue of ¢ The
Worker” which I came across recently. In
an article on 15th February, 1902, it printed
“ Fifty Reasons why the Electors should
not vote for Government Candidates.” Mr.
Robert Philp was Premier at the time.

Amongst various reasons that were given
in that articlo appeared the following with
regard to workers’ compensation. I am quot-
ing this to show that, no matter what hon.
members opposite may say about their prede-
cessors who were then on the Government
benches, acclaiming them as being in favour
of workers’ compenmnon their actions and
speeches prove that the contrary was their
opinion at that particular time. Amongst the
reasons stated were—

‘“ Because they (the then (GGovernment)
arc rclentless enemies of workmen’s com-
pensation, and have bitterly resisted all
efforts to protect workmen engaged in
dangerous callings and to compensate
the unfortunate relatives and dependents
of those injured in the course of their
employment.

““ Because the Government, through
the Attorney-General, induced Labour
memher George Ryland to withdraw his
Workmen’s Compensation Rill under false
pretences, pledging themselves to carry
a similar measure, but dropping it soon
after its introduction.

“ Because, through the foregoing dis-
honourable action, the law as to compen-
sation for accidents has been left in a
condition which practically penalises
anyone who attempts te rvecover damages
for injury.”’

That was the position at that time when
workers’ compensation was being advocated
by Labour members sitting in opposition. I
think it was in 1905 that the then Attorney-

General, Mr. Blair, introduced and passed
a W'orker;s’. Compensation Bill; but that
measure did not contain anything like
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the requirements of the TLabour Darty.
Yiven when that legislation was Deing
discussed the Labour Party sought to
have embodied a provision contained in a
New Zealand measure that a man should be
paid a certain specified amount for certain
injuries to obviate the necessity for an
injured worker being involved in litigation,
and in order that he should know e\{actly
what he was to reccive.

Mr. RoBerrs: The
to-day.

Mr, McLACHLAN : We did not succeed in
securing the adoption of the amendments
that we had hoped to carry; but at the first
opportunity—when we were returned to power
—we amended the legislation so as to give
effect to the views held at that time. The
action of this Government has been respon-
sible for a substantial reduction in the rates
charged by insurance companies in respect of
workers’ compensation, and the benefits have
been more than doubled. The weekly amount
paid to an injured worker has been increased
from £1 to £2, and a special provision per-
mits of a payment of £4 5s. per week.

Mr. MAXWELL:
now,

Mr. McLACHLAN: When a man meets
with an accident when carrying on his avoca-
tion, whatever it may be, he knows that his
wife and family are assured of some com-
pensation, and that did not obtain when other
(Governments were in power. If a worker
is killed, his widow receives considerably more
than she would have reccived in days gone by.

Mr. Moore: If a son is killed, his parents
receive nothing.

Mr. McLACHLAN: In the case of death
the widow receives £600, and in the case of
total  incapacity the _ injured  worker
reccives £750. When the Labour Party intro-
duced the necessary legislation providing
for workers’ compensation, the friends of
hon. members opposite, through the agency
of the ILegislative Council, prevented suf-
ferers from miners’ phthisis from rcceiving
the compensation that hon. members on this
side were desirous of giving them.

It is no wuse hon. members opposite
endeavouring to convince the people of
Queensland that they stood for a policy of
workers’ compensation. They would lead the
people to Lelieve that they are the men who
are prepared to go out of “their way to assist
working men and women, notwithstanding
that the whole history of the Nationalist
Governments in this State and in other States
is just to the contrary. Never have they
been found espousing the cause of the work-
ing man until they were forced into a
position  similar to that which they were
forced into by the agitation of the Labour
Party in this State on the occasion of the
passage of the humanitarian legislation they
have referred to.

In addition to the matters I have men-
tioned, in spito of the opposition that took
place at the time in the Tegislative Council,
and in spite of the attitude %f hon. members
opposite, the Government brought about an
amendment of the Workers’ Comuonsa.tlon
Act providing for compcnsatlon bunsr paid
to sufferers from miners’ phthisis and other
industrial diseases. Since 1916, the year
after the Government took over the reins of
office, about 140,000 claims under the
Workers’ bompewahon Act, involving the

Mr. McLachlan.]
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payment of about £3,000,000, have been paid.

he measure has given general satisfaction
to everybody. In my opinion the end has
not yet been reached, in so far as the benefits
under the Act are concerned.

The Government are also doing good work
in both the fire and life insurance depart-
ments of the State Insurance Office. I
obtained the facts I have quoted from the
office only yesterday, and anyone can verify
my statement. Notwithstanding that we have
definitely proved that these reform measures
were advocated by the Labour Party when
in opposition, and before they obtained
power, the Opposition have the effrontery to
stand up in their places and claim to be the
introducers of legislation of this character.
In my opinion, it is unthinkable, and I can-
not understand how in their electloneeung
speeches they can lay claim to the credit for
having introduced these measures. The people
evidently take such statements at their face
value, for since 1915, when Labour was
returned to power, they have not been able
to convince the pcople of the sincerity of
their advocacy, as they have never been able
to command a majority in this House.

Mr. MaXWELL: We represent 2,000 more
electors than you do.

Mr. McLACHLAN : That is proof that the
people take the Opposition at their real
worth. I intend to quote a statement which
other hon. members have quoted, but I
believe with the late Hon., T. J. Ryan that,
when driving home a point, even 3f it has
been used on a previous occasion, you must
say it over and over and over again. I
remember reading in the ¢ Daily Mail” in
1918 the following paragraph, and it is just
as well that we should resuscitate it at this
particular time, seeing that the Opposition
claim the credit for some of the present
reform measures:—

“The Nationalists arc out to banish
for all time the mlsch1e\ou% interference
of the Government in such matters as
State insurance, State butcher shops, ote.
Even whether these misguided enterprises
be profitable or not in State hands has
no bearing on the subject. They are
commelclally immoral and antiLiberal.”

The Nationalists of that day are the same
class of men who occupy the Opposition
benches to-day. This is a statement made
by their press mouthpiece—a paper that stood
for their policy in that particular year, say-
ing distinctly what the policy of the Opposi-
tion was. The Opposition may say that they
would not interfere with legislation of this
character, but the fact remains that their
mouthpicee, the newspaper that cspouses
their cause, stated that they were out for the
purpose of doing that wvery thing. The
speeches of hon. members opposite on_the
question of workers’ compensation recall to
my mind a meeting held in 1917 by the
representatives of all the insurance  com-
panies. Twenty-eight insurance companies
were represcnted at that meeting, which was
addressed by Mr. G. 8. Murphy, who said
that he had been promised strong support
from financial bodies—DBrisbane merchants,
pastoral asscciations, and mercantile houses—
and was now approaching the insurance com-
panies, who had suffered to such a large
extent by recent Labour legislation, with the
object of securing their financial co-operation.
What did he want with financial co-opera-
tion? Was it not for the purpose of defeat-
ing the Labour Party and introducing

[Mr. McLachlan.
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measures which would have the effect of
undoing the great work that had been done
by the Lcmour Party while in power? Mr.
Murphy further stated that he had received
a defimite promise from the National Political
Council that one of the planks of their plat-
form was the amendment of the existing
Insurance Acts to eliminate therefrom
Government interference and unfair competi-
tion and control. That would mean that the
intention of the then Opposition—and it is
the policy of the present Opposition, too.
although ihey try to dodge the issue—was to
remove insurance from Government control
and hand it back again to private persons.
The result of such action would, of course,
have been that the workers would have found
themselves in the same position, so far as
insurance was concerned, as obtained prior
to the advent of a Labour Government.
The report shows that a general discussion
followed, and that a motion to the following
effect was moved and carried:—

“This meeting of Queensland repre-
sentatives very strongly urges that, in
view of the serious and acute political
situation in the State, all insurance com-
panies should combine to subscribe «
substantial sum to the funds of the
Queenstand  branch of the National
Union, with the object of such fundsx
being utilised m propaganda work to-
wards the securing a change of Govern-
ment which must conSIderably benefit
insurance companies generally.”

We know that prior to the advent of State
insurance, the private Insurance companics
charged almost any premiums they liked, but
that since the Labour Party legislated in the
matter  insurance premiums have been
reduced by at least 33% per cent. If the
resolution which was carried ab bhe meeting
referred to means anything, it shows that the
desire of members of the National TUnion or
National Council both then and now is to
get rid of a Labour Government so that they
may put a Government into power that will
repeal the legislation that has been found so
beneficial to the great bulk of the people in
this State, and reintroduce measures that will
have the backward tendency that has always
characterised the policy of hon. members
opposite when in power.

I desire to make one or two references to
the prosperity of Queensland. The hon.
member for Kurilpa had something to say
this morning about savings bank deposits,
and, if I uuderstand him correctly, he said
that Queensland had the lowest savings bank
deposits per capita in the Commonwealth.
That statcment 1s altogether contrary to the
facts, and should not be allowed to be
published without the truth being disclosed.

Mr. Kriso: That is what the Government
Statistician has shown.

Mr. McLACHLAN: I remember when the
¢ld Liberal Government was in power, the
hon. membor for Wynnum, who then occupied
the position of Treasurer, said that no trucr
index of cur general prospcnty could be
found than was disclosed by the savings bank
returns.

Mr., Kurso: That is what the Secretary for
Railways said the other day.

Mr. McLACHLAN : That was a statement
made by the hon. member for Wynnum when
occupying the office of Treasurer under a
Liberal Government. I desire now to give
certain figures which have been culled from
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the “ABC of Queensland and Australian

Statistics,”” relating to the savings bank
business in Quecnsland for the year ended
30th June, 1926—
£ s d

Deposits made during year 24,423,729 0 0
‘Withdrawals during year 23,641,166 0 0
Number of accounts open af

end of year .. 420,903 0 0
Amount to eredit at ‘end of

yvear . R 22,886,910 0 O
Average of each account ... 54 5 1

[12.30 p.m.]

That compares more than favourably with
the other States of the Commonwealth, as the
following table from the Commonwealth
“ Year Book 7 for 1927 will show :—

Average per Savings Bank, «ll Stutes of
Commonwealth for 1926.

£ s d
Queensland ... 54 5 1
New South Wales 51 0 6
Victoria 45 5 11
South Australia 44-10 6
Western Australia 30 13 8
Tasmania 3419 1

Tustead of Queensland having the lowest
deposits per capita in the Savings Bank, as
the hon. member for Kurilpa would lead us

to believe, she has the highest.

Mr. Moorg: You have taken the depositors.
(Give us the figures per head of population.

Mr. McLACHLAXN : The hon. member can
look up the “ Year Book 7 for himseif.

Mr. KeLso: Give us the figures for 1927.

Mr. McLACHILAN: I have quoted the
latest figures available. I want to show how
the vontinued progress throughout Labour’s
term compares with the last yecar of Tory
rule. The average deposit per head of popu-
lation in 1914-15—that was the year before
Labour came into power—was £17 8s, 4d., and
in 1926 was £25 19s. 5d. The number of
depositors in 1814-15 was 223,000, and in 1926
it was 420,908. Those figures clearly show the
present pesition, and prove that during the
time the Labour Government have been in
power Queensland has progressed at every
point. Anybody who reads the historr of
the State during the time the Labour Govern-
ment have been in power will find that the
savings bank deposits have increased; that
there has been a rccord in dairying; that
production has increased; and that there has
been a continued increase in the general
wealth of the State. The people are beiter
off now than ever they were when the
friends of hon. members opposite were in con-
trol of the affairs of the State. Confidence
throughout Qucensland in the Labour Go-
vernment will again be evidenced when the
next appeal is made to the people, and I have
no doubt that, when Parliament meets after
the next election, hon. meimbers opposite
will still be gracing the Opposition benches,
and that the Labour Government, standing on
their record of the last twelve years, will be
returned to power with an increased
majority.

Mr. ROBERTS (Hast Toowoomba): It is
rather amusing to note the way in which the
Government, in order to make an alleged
attack on the Opposition in connection with
this vote of want of confidence, go awuy back
to the dark ages. The Secretary for Public
Works yesterday went away back to 1835, and

1928—2 &

[29 Avcuyust.]

Address in Reply. 433

the hon. gentleman who ha: just resumed his
seat has told us of incidents that happened
in 1902, and then he took the unction to his
soul that the Labour Government were
answerable for all the humane legislation and
for everything that had been don= to build up
Quecnsland.

to devote some attention to the
remarky made by the hon. member for
Merthyr. The hon. member says, ¢ We, the
Governinent; we, the Labour Partyv; we,
the Socialists of Queensland, are responsible
for the granting of old-age pensions.”
As one of who was in this House when the
first Bill was introduced by Mr. Kidston,
I know that the Labour Party of thag day
were responsible for the delay of twelve
onths in passing the measure That is
;ust how they helped the passage in Queens-
land of the first Old-age Pensions Act. That
statement is supported by the records of
this ouse.

Mr., WINSTANLEY :
Mr. ROBERTS:

I wish

We got a betler Bill.

Tt is all right for the
hon. member to say that they got a better
Bill. They got the Bill which the Govern-
ment of the day w ere prepared to introduce
and pass. There is an election looming at
the present time, and we have seen hon.
mermnibers opposite, in defence of their posi-
tion, tryving to colicet information which
they claim 1s truthful, but the records show
quite the contrary.

What about the Workers” Dwellings Act?
That Act is one of the finest measures in
the -Australian States, and was passed by
the Kidston Government, and later on
amended in the interests of the workers
by that Government. Hon. members opposite
wight just as well say that, because an
hon. mémber on this sido suggests an amend-
ment which is afterwards adopted by them,
they themselves are vesponsible for the
amendment. They may accept an amend-
ment, hut, in their cleverness, they will give
no credit to the Opposition for it. Hon.
members opposite cannot say that, when
sitting  in opposition, they controlled the
legislation. If they made a suggestion and
ir was a good one, the Government of the
cday accepted 1t; but the legisiation was
due to the fmemght of men like Mr., Kid-
?ton and those who supported him at the
ime.

It is quite enough for the Government
to give attention to the problems of Queens-
land which arc affecting us_so disastrously
to-day. instead of claiming that they passed
the Old-age Pensions Act. Old-age pensions
are now under Commonw calth control.

I heard the hon. member for Bowen
booming up the Government and getting
reads for the next electiosn, and saying, “ We
ought to car £y the country; there ought not
to he one of the O]’)poﬂhml returned at the
next election. Leok what we have done!”
He said, “We h'no tucreased the State
children “allowannes.” Tt is deplorable that
in a glorious country like Qucensiand, where
there onght to bo f‘ﬁourrh ‘and to spare for
everyone. we have to depend on an Act
of Parliament to provide conditions such
as thew I recognise they are necessary,
bat it is regrettable that we have to make
provision for such a thing.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
Do you want State children to have to earn
thelr own living?

Mr. Roberts.]
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Mr., ROBBRTS: 1f there is an hon. mem-
ber in this House who ought to try to do the
decent thing, seeing what he says on a certain
day of the weck other than eek days, it
is the Secretary for Labour and Induntw,
but there is no one more given than the
hon. gentlernan to teying to put into another
man’s mouth that which he knows that man
does not say and has no intention of saying.
Anyone who knows me—and the Minister
himself will admit it i{ he is honest and
honourable—realises that there is no one in
this House, no matter where he sits, who is
trying to do more for the down-and-outs in
this State and to get a fair deal for them
than myself.

I can stand on any platform and say that
my record is such that I can claim that I
would be the last to hound down any man,
woman, or child. Nobody can say that I
have ever done anything to take the bread
out of their mouths. Men like hon. mem-
bers oppositc are taking it out of their
mouths every day of the week.

OprposiTION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

3Mr. ROBERTS: Who produced the posi-
tion which gave rise to the demonstration
in the gallery yesterday? What a state
of affairs have hon. members opposite
brought about in Queensland—this great big
(GGovernment for the people! Have they not
brought about such a state in industry that
to-day I know a man in Toowoomba with
a wife and five children who has been nine
months out of employment, regularly going
to the labour bureau looking for a job, able
and willing to do anything * Twice his turn
came, and twice he was turred down because
he had not got the money for a union ticket.
I saw the labour agent ui Toowoomba, and
addressed a letter to Mr. Walsh, the Director
of Labour, saying, *“ Surely we are not living
in a (ountry where a man cannot get a job
when his turn comes? ” He quoted the con-
ditions, and said that so far as the Australian
Workers’” Union were concerned, they allowed
a member of the union three months to renew
his ticket, and, if he could not do so in that
time, that was the end of it. Here was a
man who was thrown out of work at an
inopportune time. Notwithstanding the big
wages which hon. members opposite talk of,
the workers have no more money available
than they had prior to 1915, and a man with
a wife and five children does not find himself
able to put by any more than did a man in
those days. I remember listening to Mr.
Lesina, speaking from behind the very seat
where 1 am now, quoting exactly What the
wages were and what it cost to live, and
showmw that, after everything was paid, the
worker had about 2s. per week more than

was sufficient to provide him with the ordi-
nary necessaries of life. Is it any better
to-day? As I have said, this man in Too-
woomba was thrown out of work, and he was
not able to remew his union ticket because
he had not got a job, and when the three
months expired he was still out of employ-
ment and living on rations. How could he
get a ticket? He could not scll the rations
and get a ticket.

Mr. Dasu: What month was this?
Afr. ROBERTS: Last month.

Mr. Dasx: You are wrong, because that
ticket does not expire for six months.

Mie. ROBERTS: When the hon. member
asked me that question I thought he was
referring to the incident. I have already
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told him that the man has been out of work
nine months. How could the ticket have been
in existence two months ago? I know hon.
members opposite do not like this question.

My, Hyxes: Why did you mot buy him a
ticket ?

Mr. ROBERTS: This man was unable to
get a ticket, and, as a result, he could not
get a job. Tywice his name has been called
in rotation; by right of having been out of
omplo»ment so long his turn came, and twice
he has been turned down. Think of the
wife and c¢hildren! Imagine that man going
out every day and his wife asking him,
“ What 15 the position? Have you got a
job, Jack?” He says, ‘“ No, but I am about
fourth on the list. T think I will get one in
a day or two.” Then in a day or two his
name is called and he goes up. ¢ Where is
your union ticket?’” he is asked. “ Haven't
got one. Can’t buy it. Haven’t got a bob,”
he replies. Then he goes home again and
tells his wife. Do not tell me that that is
in the interests of the State of Qucensiand
or that it is in the interests of amy country
that that state of affairs should be permitted.
Mr. Theodore made an alteration in his day.
When I put a question to him in regard to
an incident at Rockhampton he said he would
see that men out of employment, when their
turn came, would receive enough for a ticket
and then they could pay for their tickets
out of their wages.

Mr. They aro
now.

Mr. ROBERTS: It is no good telling me
that thev are given that right. I know what
rights they have. The (Government have
made an arrangement with the Australian
Workers’ Union that thev shall have the right
to pick the men for the jobs. Wheiu they
claim that all men are equal. then I ask:
What is the object of picking the men? T
have seen in Toowoomba the race through
which these men have to pass in order to getb
a job.

Mr. Dasu:

Mr., ROBERTS: Yes, a race, similer to
that through which sheep are passed. 1t is
a most inhumane picture. On the one side
stands a man—big and burly—a man on a
good salary—and watches the other men go
through. TUnfortunately, the physique of all
men 1s not the same; but this man picks his
men. Talk about the capitalist! This man
selects the men who he thinks are the most
likely to swing the pick best and move the
muck the quickest. That is the position
created by men who claim that they are look-
ing after the intercsts of the workers. If
the Government still claim that all men are

Hyxes: given that right

A race?

cqual, then why are these men, some with
wives and families, not given a chance of
employment ? If they cannot do the job, that

is unfortunate; but they should be given a
chance. But no; the Government them-
selves are looking for the big, hefty chap. the
chap who looks as though he will be able to
move the greatest quantity of earth or lift
the heaviest rail. That is how they act.

Mr. Smzer: The Department of Public
Works does that.
Mr. Hyxes: Do yom suggest that, if a

navvy is required, a tailor should be exgaged ?

ROBERTS: I am not going to suggest
an\thmg to assist tha hon. genth‘man but,
if T can heip the man who is out of wovk
then I am going to do it. I am not going to
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permit hon. members opposite continually to
hoodwink the people of Qucensland from the
public platform by saying. “ We are looking
after the people of Queensland; we are Jook-

ing after your interests; we will sec that
you get a job.” If the man out of work is
a tatlor, and is prepared to do labouring

work, then he should be entitled to the job.
Tt is all a matter of busincss. I do not
ask that a man should do a job unless he can
do it satisfactorily. I am mnot asking that
an unfortunate worker suffering from asthma
:hould be expected to do pl(‘k and shovel
work: but I would like to know why he
cannoi get a chance to get a job. I have
secen some small men knock the big men
sky high” at pick and shovel work. I have
seen them do much more in a day than a
6-feet man. You cannot always judge men
by their stature.

The Government are always meaningles:ly
proclaiming that all men should have an
equal opportunity. This morning the hon.
member for Merthyr commenced his specch
by making reference to hon. members who
had passed away. I have a very high opinion
of the hon. members who have passed from
this Chamber. I first met the late hon. mem-
ber for Mitchell at Townsville twenty-three
vears ago, and I had a very high opinion of
that gentleman. In those days they claimed
that men should have an equal opportunity.
To-day, after thirteen years of Labour rule,
the Government have rveached the position
when they say that all men aie not equal,
and all men should not have a chance to gct
a job.

There is another matter to which 1 wish
to refer. I do not say the hon. member for
Merthyr was trying to mislead the House and
the country by his quotations; but I give
him credit for trying to get the best end of
the stick in presenting his argument before
the unthinking masses. The unfortunate fea-
ture of this debate is the preponderance of
propaganda.

As 1 sald the other day, whenever a quota-
tion is made by hon. members opposite it
i3 quoted in such a way as to give a meaning
the opposne {o that intended. These are
the figures showing the number of depositors
in the savings bank per 10,000 of population
in the Commonwealth—

South Australia ... .. ... 897
Victoria . . ... 843
Western Australia ... 804
New South Wales ... 676
Tasmania ... ... bbb
Queensland ... ... 490
Took at the top and bottom figures, and
vou will sece a wonderful comparison! The

average amount deposited per head of popu-
lation up to 30th June 'ast—and that is late
encugh  surely—was: Qucensland, £25 2s.
1d.: average for the rest of the Common-
wealth, £34 9s. 3d.

AMr. MeLacnoay: (Mve us the figures for
some of the other States.

AMr, ROBERTS: I have given figures for
the purpose of making a comparison with
those quoted by the hon. member, who told
us that his figures were for 1926 I am quite
satisfied that my figurcs arve correct.

T wish to touch again on the question of
what we produce in Queensland. We know
that, unfortunately, 1n this State at the
present moment there are thousands out of
work,
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Mr. ¥ereicrs: Yet you want to bring
more ilmmmigrants into Australia.

3ir. ROBERTS: There are hundreds of
young Qucenslanders who cannot obtair
work, unfortunately, notwithstanding the
cxpenditure of considerable sums of money
in education in this State by this Govern-
ment and by other Governments in the past.
In that respect we are in an unfortunate posi-
tion. The thing is to get them something to
dn. T was very much interested in a question
which the hon. member for Sandgate asked
the Secretary for Labour and Industry on
3lst July last dealing with apprentices. The
Minister stated that the number of applica-
tions for apprenticeship for the previous
twelve months was 1,311, and the number
who obtained employment was 526. This is
a tragedy., Go anywhere in Prisbane or in
any other city in Quecensland. and see large
numbers of our youths from the age of four-
ieen up to nineteen yeavs who are unable to
find employment. Hon. members opposite
talk about a register of the number of
unionists unemployed in Queensland. If we
had a register of the youths of Queensland
who have not heen able to make a start in
earning a livelihood and thus be of some
advantage to this State, it would astound
the people. I was proceeding home with a
working man the other dﬂy; he was talking
of the ** glorious times’ we hear hon. mem-
bers 0pp051te talking about, and he said,
* T wish we could get back to w he ‘@ we were
prior to 1(]14 » Then he said, *‘ You know,
I have two boys at home who have been out
of employment for twelve and eighteen
months respeciively; and, worse than that,
they have got into that state of mind that
they think Dad, being the only wuge-earner,
should keep the house going.” It is all
very well to talk about wages, “but we should
consider them much on the same lines as we
do a savings hank account; in other words.
what is the net result after a certain period
of time? A man may be entitled to a
weeldly wage of £4 10s.; but what is his
actual po<1‘r1cm if he can cret work for only
three months in ths year and if, in order
to get that work, he is compelled to become
3 member of two or three unions? The
whole position is unsatisfactory, just as it
is with our boys. I know that what I am
about to say will immediately call from
hon. members opposite a statement about
reduced wages, but I am prepared to meet
the position 1f that is so.

I say quite definitely that the apprentice-
ship system has reached a stage when it is
not profitable for an emplover to take an
apprentice, by reason of the 111\some regula-
tions and conditions to which he is subjected.
The Secretary for TLabour and Industry
knows just what the responsibility of an
employer is under the apprenticeship system.
Only the other day a Toowoomba employer
’rmonhoned me 1oga1dm<r a difficulty in which
he found himself with respect to his appren-
tices.  ‘These apprentices were attending
classes at the Technical College, but for some
rcason or other—probably to suit the con-
venience of the teacher at the college—the
class hours were altered so that the appren-
tices had to attend everyr Saturday morning.
Hon. members will realise that industryv
cannot be carried on efficiently when em-
rloyees in an industry cease work at irregular
intervals at the dictate of some outside party.
Some more convenient method should be
adopted of providing the extra technical

Myr. Roberts.] .
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tuition recuired under the apprenticeship
scheme.

Another matter which is pertinent to this

matter, wlthough it is one for which the
Government ave not  responsible, is  the
defence training which apprentices are called
upon to andertake throughout the year. The
Defence Dopdlfment insists on appmntlces
undergoing training on a number of Satur-
days, wnuh has 1he effcet of disturbing the
centinuity of business OpeldthHS This ha:
got to su-h a stage that it might truthfully
be said that there arc only five working days
in the week so far as apprentices are con-
cerned.

The S RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Over a
five-year period of apprenticeship the intel-
ligent boy, having regard to the wages he
receives, 1s the most profitable form of mvest-
ment to ans employer.

Mr. ROBERTS: I do not know what
oxperience the hon. gentleman has had in
apprenticeship matters.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: My em-
ployer made a lot of money out of me.

Mr. ROBERTS : I fully appreciate all that
vas done for me during my apprenticeship
days, and 1 can recall that there were many
occasions on which I was anything but profit-
able to my cmployer, although I always
endeavoure.l to do my best, just as I do now.

{2 pm.]

Just before adjourning the Secretary for
Agriculture aliuded to what he called the
great prolit that was made by the employer
from apprentices. I very much regret that
a gentleman occupying such a position should
make such a wild statement. 1 know some-
thing of industry, and I have yet to learn
of any possibility of making prefits out of
voung fellows in their apprenticeship. State
ments such as that do a tremendous amount
of harm, and that is why I refer to the
matter. There is always a tendency to
encourage the worker 1o believe he is not
gettmg What they call “ a fair result for his
Tabour.” The world is wide and opportuni-
ties exist for men to travel; and, if a man
is pot satisfied and has the manliness he
ought to have with a trade in his hands,
let him do the best he can under the circum-
stances, and look clsewhere for employment.
I bave here the “ Daily Standard 7’ of Tvi-
day last, in which are reported some of the
resolutions which were carried at the Trades
and Labour Council in Melbourne a few
weeks ago; and this is only in keeping with
the hon. gentleman and the men who sup-

port him. This is how some of them
talk about industry. Instead of trying to
say a word of ecncouragement, they are

always accusing this side of the House of
speaking falsely, of betraying Queensland,
and of doing thlngs to injure 1t. It is men
like the Secrctary for Agriculturs and these
men in the Trades Hall who are killing
industry in Queensland. If there is onc thing
that will cause men to ““ go slow”” and make
them dissatisfied, it is the utterances of these
men.

The SpcRrETIARY FOR AcRrICULTURE: Do you
say 1 do that?

Mr. ROBERTS: Yes, I do.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Then I

say »ou are a deliberate, cold, calculating,

frigid liar.

The SPEAKER : Order! Order! I would
point out to the hon. member that the

[Mr. Roberts.

[ASSEMBLY ]

Address in Reply.

expression is unparliamentary, and I must
aslc him to withdraw.

I under-
and I

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
stand the term is unparliamentary,
withdraw it.

MMr. ROBERTS: Instcad of trying to give
a lead to tha people of Australia in the
building up of this great State and the Com-
monwealth, this is what they say, as reported
in the ¢ St‘wr ard ”’ of Friday last—

“That the question of preference to
Australian-made  goods be  opposed
beeause as far as the question of the
working class is concerned it will onlv
mean a longer working day and a reduc-
tion of wages in xndu\tlv in Australia.
The slogan of Australian-made goods
means that the timme must come when the
Australian worker must fight the workers
of other competing countries in the
interests of the newly born Australian
capitalists.”

Herve is another—
“Mr. 8. J. Bryan (Electrical Trades)

said he could not understand why a
trade union congress should be held
if its decisions were afterwards to be

opposed and ignored by councils and
unions. By the procedure now being
adopted they were bringing about dis-
unity, and if that was to be the outcome
congresses should be cut out.”

Then—

“Mr. J. W. Roche (Storemen and
Packers) said that the discussion on con-
gress resolutions could be taken as an

expression of oplnlon by the council. He
was opposed to the resolution. If the
workers were going to support the Aus-
tralisn-made goods preference, Autralian
employers would make big profits and
would then increasc ihe hours and attack
the standard of life of Australian workers.
Afrer all, it was the capitalists, and not
the workers, who would decide the matter
of preference.”

If any argument is wanted to combat
statemernts such as these, it is contained in
that last sentence. The speaker said that,
when capitalists were making big profits,
they would be able to lengthen the hours.
The thing is ridiculous in the extreme.
Pmplosoh of lahour in industry, by and
large. have always been prepared to do the
fair thing, although I admit that they are out
{or p1of1t When I employ labour I want
men who will earn something for me. I am
not like ihe G@Government, who have got
the country at their backs. 1 cannot con-
tmue to employ raen if they are unprofitable,
and that is the general position in industry.

My, Justice Fliggins went a lonD way
towards creating unemployment when he
nmdv the uernorable statement that, if an

industry could not pay 8s. a day, it was not
vortli carrying on. We have to recognise
that in forter davs that amount was looked
upon as a reasonable wage. There aro
industrics which it is neceisary to carry on,
but which cannot pay the rate of wage fixed
hy the Arbitration Court. If we followed
the dictum of Mr. Justice Higgins, those
mdustries would go.by the board, and the
men engaged therein would find themselves
cut of employment. There are, unfortu-
vatelv, some men who are not worth the
award rate of wages, but thev cannot help
it, and under our present system they never
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get a job. T know of men who do not
work two months in the year because they
are not up to the standard required under
the ruling rate of wages. If such men were
cmployed, we would not have the regrettable
position we saw yesterday, and which was
dealt with in the Brisbane ‘“ Telegraph’ of
this morning. The position is startling.
Hon. members opposite talk about decrying
Queensland. I am not making use of this
quotation for that purpose, but to show
the deplorable pesition Qucensland is in
after thirteen years of Labour government,
which furnishes ample reason for the no-
confidence motion of the Leader of the
Cpposition. The *‘'Telegraph ” states—

¢ SUSTENANCE PAYMENTS.

“Figures for Last July.

“ During the month of July last sus-
tenance payvments: from the Uncmploy-
ent  Insurance Fund amounted to
£30,794, as compared with £24,540 in
July, 1827. An abstract of the balance-
sheet for the month is as under:—

Income.
£ s d.
Contributions by workers
and cmployers ... 24581 9 ¢

endowmeﬁt
12,290 14 6
1913 9

Government
accrued due
Sundries

Total £36,801 17 3
Expenditure,

£ s d.

Sustenance payments ... 29215 12 3
(xeneral expenditure 16588 17 1
Total .. £30,794 9 4

Credit  balance for

month 6,079 7 11

“ Payments in Seven Months.
¢ Sustenance payments during the first
soven months of the present calendar
sear total £276,132 (not including ad-
ministrative expenses).’”’

I do not know whether hon. members
realise it or not, but that comes to approxi-
mately £500,000 in a year. It is a lament-
able position of affairs. Assume that that
£24.581, which has been taken from industry
ax contributions by the employers and em-
ployees—quite apart from what the Govern-
ment have contributed out of taxation—
assume that that money had been put into
something profitable. What would have been
the result? We are languishing for capital.
vet here we waste it. We are keeping people
in idleness. I am thankful to the “Tele-
graph 7’ for its leader to-day. It reminds me
that in 1925 the Government passed a special
Act for the purpose of investigating this
matter and reporting, and, if possible, dis-
covering some means by which we might
get away from these ghosts which seem to
have been shadowing the Government ever
since they took office—this over-increasing
unnemployment. They have had “three years
since 1925. What has been done? Nothing !
Nothing beneficial ! They ask the Opposition
for suggestions. In reply I say that, when
we get them off the Treasury benches, we
shall be able to do something practical that
will give the workers of Queensland an
opportunity to work.

OpPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. ROBERTS: We want the opportunity
to do more than make suggestions. The
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Government have had thrce years to look into
this question since they passed that Act, and
they have produced nothing but the greatest
amount of unemployment known in the his-
tory of Queensland, costing on the average
£500,000 a year.
Mr. DBEDFORD:
talking about?

Mr. ROBERTS: If the hon. member had
been in the House instcad of going round
the country raising capital for companies,
he might understand which it was. (Laugh-
ter.) I want to say quite distinctly that he
is one of the men who take life easy. *°
am just as good as the other fellow—take it
from me.”” (Laughter.) These men take life
easy. They go up and down the country. I
remember the day when I was sitting on
that side of the House, and from morning till
night it was dinned into us that we were
capitalists, that we were wild-cat schemers,
that we were floating bogus mining com-
panies all over Australia, and living on the
fat of the land. I want to know where these
men are to-day. (Opposition laughter.)

‘Which 500,000
Elphinstone’s ?

are you

Mr, CosrtiLro: They are over there.
Mr. ROBERTS: They are certainly uot

on this side of the House, and they were not
on that side when I sat there. 1 repeat
definitely that the Government are doing
nothing to improve the unemplovment posi-
tion. A little while ago they had a conven-
tion in Townsville of the leaders of the men
who comprise the Labour movement. What
did they do about this question? If there
is anything that men who say they represent
the workers—call them Socialists, Com-
munists, or what you like—ought to do at
such a convention, surely it is to get the
workers work! When they got into their
first-class railway carriages and sleepers,
when they were at their leading hetels, one
would assume that they would give some
attention to unemployment. They know the
workers arc willing to work. We tell them
that every day, and they know it themselves
only too well. What did they do at Towns-
ville? A delegate named Gordon Brown—
I have heard the name before—pleaded in the
interests of the worker, and made an attack
upon the Government. He even moved the
suspension of the standing orders at this
Queensland convention of Labour-~it is a
dreadful thing, of course, to suspend stand-
ing orders—in order that the convention
might discuss unemployment, but he could
not get a seconder. Fancy at a meeting of
men claiming to represent the worker if
not being possible to secure a seconder to
such a motion! It reminds me of an inci-
dent I saw in Sydney a few weeks ago. Of
course, there you have all brands of Labour.
You have what is called, I suppose, this
go-between business such as we have in the
Government of Queensland, then you have
the Socialist, and then the Communist. I
saw the two latter bodies in Bathurst street,
and, being interested, I thought the game
was worth watching. The question is often
asked, “What is the difference between a Com-
munist and a Socialist?”” and, being anxious
to ascertain, I thought that I could secure
an explanation from the very men engaged
in the business. I got it all right, and 1
pronose to illustrate it here. The Communist
said they were too long waiting for these
jokers; it did not matter whether Lang
or Bavin was in power they got nothing,
but they must get on the Treasury benches.
The speaker pointed out that they must

Mr. Roberts.)
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secure that cnd by force, that the place must
run red. Then when I approached the
Socialist gathering, the speaker said that it

was no good massing all the forces; that
they would bring out rifles and machine
guns, and, if the members were in one force,

ﬂ}ev could be mown down easily, and thL
objective would have to be achieved in
another way. Then he made an amazing
~t'1tCIIJCHL conveying his opinion of the
Labour mevement in Australia. This man,
a Socialist., gave his name and his place of
employment, which I found to be with the
Government of New South Wales. I have
nothing against him for that. He was nuise
frank, and gave his name. I do not wish it
said that I do rot know whom I am talking
about. I have found that my statement 1s
correct.  This speaker was asking what was
the prospect in Australia for the sons and
daughters of the workers. He said, “On
the one hand you have thieving and robbery,
and on the other hand prostitution.” Imagmb
a man speaking in the interests of the work-
ing people of Australia trying to force this
doctrine down their throats. Such a man
should not be permitted to give voice to such
statements.  Talk about freedom of speech
with such tripe and rubbish! It is no wonder
that some people go a little over the fence
in the matter of violence. These men stand
up in public places trying to lead the people
©of Australia in certain directions, and it is
just about time that they were put in their
places,

That brings me to this point. Whatever
stand the Government of this State take at
the next Federal elections, it stands to the
credit of the Bruce Government that they
have tried to settle a lot of these things that
are carried on in Australia, and we see the
result of their actions ah‘oady One man
has just had to answer for his actions. He
has been before the court, and has been
sentenced. I think time will show that the
people are behind the Bruce Government in
this matter. It is time that these disrupters
got a move on; it is time they declared cither
that they are for Australia or against it:
and the sooner we tell them that the world
1s wide, that there arc other places than
Australia, and that, if they arc not satisfied
with their conditions, they should try some-
where else where they can get what they
are looking for, the better it will ke for
Australia as a whole.

We hear quite a lot about the solidarity of
this party. Of cours». we know there is soli-
darity on the other side. There is so much
solidarity that it does not inatter how much
they differ. They can talk as they like, but
lhom is onlv ope thing that counts, and that
is something at eleotmn times—votes. That
accounts for some of the speeches wmoh have
been made by hon. members oppcsite in this
Chamber during this (lebate They can eriti-
cise the Gover mnnnt and then, of course, they
may get castigated a little in their caucus,
bul it is the vote that counts. Since Labour
has been in power I have watched the occu-
pants of the Treasury benches, (Government
interjections.)  The hon. member for Oxley is
not in it with hon. members opposite. He
has the freedom of his conscicnce, just as
every hon. member of this party has, but hon.
members opposite have not. If 1 wanted an
exhibition of the freedom ef hon. members
on the other side. T could not do better than
quote the speech of the hon. member for
Balonne at the Townsville Labour Conven-
dion. It was there that the hon. member for
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Gregory said, *“ Boys, what about singing
‘ For He's a Jolly Good Fellow’ 7 (Oppou-
tion laughter.) Votes counted at that conven-
tion just as they do in this House. The hon.
member (or Balonne is reported in the
“ Worker "—and I looke:l up his specch to
make sure of my ground—as saying that he
krew that the action of the Government in
connection with the railway strike was wrong,
but, he added, “ What does it mean 1if vou
vote against them?”” That is the position
ihis House. We know that for weeks and
weeks before the Townsville Labour Conven-
tion was held the Government were watching
the appointment of delegates to see if they
stood in the majority.

That is something like what they do at
clection time. They arrange the date of elec-
tions for a time most suitable for their secur-
ing a majority. When the hon. member for
Kennedy made his attack on the Government
in this House lasi session, when the hon.
member for Bowen made his memorable
speech, and when everyone was wondering
what the hon. member for Maryborough was
going to do, we knew that the only thing that
showed the independence of those men would
be the votes they would record on the floor
of this House. Those hon. members were
castigated in caucus, but we knew that thewy
would not do cheir job in accordance witu
their conscience and vote against the Govern-
ment on the floor of this Chamber. The voie
of every member of the Opposition counts.

I now desire 1o touch on one or two matters
connected with the actions of the Government.
I have in my hand a statement made many
vears ago in this House, but at a time when
T was a member. It is not as far back as
1895. It was made in 1914 by the late Mr.
James Crawford, then member for Mouns
Morgan. There are a lot of statements in
¢ Hansard ” which have not come true, but
this is one that has done so. The Opposition.
which then comprised the Labour Party, told
us of all the glorious things that were going
to operatc when they got to the Treasury
benches. Unfortunately for Queensland, we
had a demonstration of them yesterday in
this very Chamber. Mr. Crawford said thiz—

“Taxation is threatened in cvery State
that is under the domination of a Labour
Government, and were we in Queensiand
under the dominance of a Labour Govern-
1nent, nothing would be more certain than
that the taxation which we already fesl
to be quite severe enough would be
increased in intensity.”’

That statement has come true. That is
simply what the Premier said—that taxation
had reached the breaking point.

Mr. Winstaxnry: Mr. Crawford was speak-
ing in opposition to Labour then, as you are
doing now.

Myr. ROBERTS: That is so; but he forv-
cast what would happen.

My, WixsTaxLey: He “ratted ” from the
Labour Party.
Mr. ROBERTS: If he or any other man

“ ratted,” they took the risk of their con-
stltuenmes but there was no hon, member on
the Government benches who was game to do
so last year, notwithstanding the fact that in
the country, and in addressing the men at the
Ipswich workshops and the delegates at tlie
Townsville Convention, they said that the
action of the Government was w rong. They
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were not game to back their assertions with
their votes. If a man ¢ ratted,” he simply
did what his conscience told him to do.
Hon. members opposite can look as white in
the face as they like, but that 1s the position.

OrprositioNn MemeeERs : Hear, hear!

Mr. ROBERTS: I want to add another
word about employment, because it is the
one thing on which the motion of ‘“‘ no con-
fidence” hss been launched. We were told
by the hon. member for Merthyr that we
could not carry it. I wish we could, because
I think it would be the dawn of a better
day for Quuensland. Like the Government,
we can speak to the people of Queensland
through our speeches in this House; and I
hope that in this way we shall be able to
direct their attention to the hollowness and
insincerity of the Government. I am satisfied
the Government know what to do; the point
is that they will not do it.

Speaking on the question of industry and
employment generally, the Premicr at the
Townsville Convention said that, if he could
only depend on the men who arc doing the
job—1f they would only give of their best--
he could produce in Australia £120.000,000
worth of goods that are now imported into
Australia. The hon. gentleman  also
emphasised the point of which we often hear
—day work versus piecewovk. Hon. members
opposite would lead people to believe that
we on this side would sweat the employees
for every shilling they got. The trouble is
they must earn it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
trouble is you would pot give them every
shilling they earned.

Mr. ROBERTS: Whatever the Secretary
for Agriculture may try to hurl across at me
—I did not hear him—I question if there is
one hon. member sitting on that side who
has cver devoted himself to profitable work
on his own account. They mey have worked
for someone else; but the only men who can
talk about industry are those who have put
up the capital with which to carry on
industry. This is what the Premier said at
‘Townsville—

“In spite of all the talk against picce-
working in industries like canecutting
and shearing, if they could establish a
proper organisation which would prevent
the employer exploiting the worker as he
did in other countries, and prevent the
employee from exploiting himself, thus
injuring himself physically, such a system
would sclve many of their problems. The
feeling that no unemployment would be
created 1f they went #lcw on the job
was a bad and rotten one. If they could
get service from the pcople the party
could go to the country and tell the
people that they could make £120,000,000
worth of goods which were now imported
into Australia, and thus build up a great
nation. There was no need to abandon
their policy of nationalisation of industry
if they could onls get good social
service.”

I am glad to see the hon. gentleman recog-
nises that payment by results is sound. seeing
that it aims at providing more employment
of a eonstant nature.

[2.30 p.m.]

I want now to touch on one or two remarks
made by the hon. member for Toowoomba.
I understand he is very unwell, which I
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very much regret. The hon. member spoke
about the large amount of Government money
which is being spent in the city of Too-
woomba. If the money has been spent in a
satisfactory manner on work that is required,
then I agree with it; nevertheless, not only
in Toowocomba but in the whole of Queens-
land there are far too many men out of
work. The jobs to which reference has been
made are vers expensive, if that is to be the
method by which we are to retain the Labour
Government in Queensiand. 1t would be
better for Queensland and for the city of
Toowoomba if these jobs had never been
started, if they are the price we have to pay
for the industrial difficulties which this State
is facing.

During the last thirtcen years the popula-
tion of Queensland has inecrcased by over
200,000 ; but what is the position of industry?
Speaking with regard to Toowoomba, I say
the progress of Toowoomba, unfortunatels.
hasx been anything but satisfactory. Take the
Toowoomba Foundry. I remember the time
when they were employing between 400 and
500 workers. I suppose to-day they cmpioy
less than 70. Then take the boot industry.
I know the time when over 200 men weve
employed in the boot trade; to-day I do
not suppose you could count 50 in  thas
trade. The position is the same in all tho
manufacturing industries, and until we recog-
nise that there is something wrong and make
a move o put things right, the unsatisfaciory
state of things will remain. We know that
an effort has been made by the Prime Minis-
ter of Australia to get both sides in industry
together in order to arrive at a fair posi-
tion. The DPrime Minister said, “I will
call a conference. You appoint your repre-
sentatives, and, when the conference is over,
I will get to Dbusiness and try to do some-
thing for this Commonwealth of Australia.”
What was the answer of these men who ave
alwars supposed to be looking after the
interests of the employees—the * down and
outs.”” They said, *“ Don’t go mear him.”
Tt was the same old cry, ©“ He wants to help
the capitalists.”” As a result nothing wus
done. We do see now, however, that some
men have more sense than iheir leaders.
That is perhaps the one bright ray of sun-
shine we see in the Labour movement. We
knew thet in New South Wales that, not-
withstanding what the lcaders have said,
there is a definite deeision by the workers in
one industry at least to get nearer the job.
Under present conditions the worker :ees no
chance of getting inside these works and
doing something, and he is making up kis
mind to work if at all possible. He 1s begin-
ning to see that it is no use puiting all tho
blame on the capitalist. These men ave
getting tired of keeping thoir coats on. and
there is a possibility, through the good infin-
ence of the Nationalist Premier of New
South Wales, Mr. Bavin, of the emnloyer ¢n
the one side and the employee on the other,
coming together. Ther are going to dis-
cuss the situation, and sce if mere work
cannot be found for men who to-day cannot
get a job. If the Government want a solu-
tion of the present difficultics, T ean give
them one straight away. Let them follow
the lead of the Nationalist Premier of New
South Wales. A Ltile while ago I illus-
trated the case of legislation passed thrve
vears ago. We are still waiting for a report.
People outside have been put to 2ll sorts
of inconveniences making returns and en.-
ploying men to analyse them, and some day,

Mr. Roberts.}
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when a number of these men who asre now
looking for a job have passed out, we may
have that report—that is, if the people cf
Queensland urfortunately keep ths
ment in power for that time.

1 suggest that in the mcantime the Go-
vernment should take a leaf out of the book
of the Nationalist T.eader in the Common-
wealth Parliament and admit they have done
the wrong thing. ILet them bring the
cmployers  and  employees in  industry
togethor. I would like to know of anything
which the Queensland Tabour Government
have put into effeet in connection with their
policy which has noi been a rank failure;
but they have not been manly encugh to
take the preper course to get out of the
trouble. What md they do? They appointed
Commissions—three in particular—and each
of those Commissions brought in reports
and finished their jobs—not like the Secre-
tary for Labour and Industry, who, three
vears after an Act of Parliament was passed,
ttarted to obtain a report as to the position
with regard to Lmor‘ﬁplovmont Tho reports
of those Commissions practically condemned
the legislation put on the statute-book by
the Premier and previous Leaders of the
Labour Party. The {overnment are using

Govera-

1he (,,‘omn}is;mns as scapegoats for their
insane policy.
OrrosirioNy MeuBERS : Iear, hear!
My, POLLOCK (Gregory): The hon. mem-
wor for Tiast Toowoomba, who has been

mseucsmv the question of the Government
appointing Commissions, might have con-
rrasted our attitude with that of the Federal
Government in this regard. Kvery member of
the Federal qulmmont i on some Commis-
sion or other racing round the country from
cne week-end to another, and doing some-
thing which the Commonwealth Parliament
as a body is paid to do. 'The hon. member
has ventured to tell us we have appointed
Commissions to do things, whereas only
iwo or three Commissions have been
appointed during the lifetime of this Go-
vernment. As an example of unmitigated
call that takes the calke.

Mr. Moraaxn: He did net complain. He
said that the Comimissions you appointed
condemned your work,

Mr. POLLOCK : They were appointed with
itlie honest intention of finding out just
where certain things were faulty, and they
were successful in doing so. I freely admit
ihat in regard to one phasec of the Land
Act they found the legislation was mnot
workable. This Government never posed as
one which never made a mistake. I am
not afraid to admi: that one of the pro-
visions in the Land Aect was a mistake, and
the {‘crnmission was definitely appointed by
the Premier to find out how far to go. When
it was disccvered that it was a mistake it
was immediately amended. What is wrong
with that?

Ir. S1zER ivteriected.

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon, member and
other hon. members oppesite do not know
anything about the conditions of men on
thic land in the western parts of Queensland.
It they did, we would not have this con-
tinual gabble about unemployment from
the moembers of the Opposition. It seems
rather strange that, while we are discussing
a no-ccnfidence wnotion, not one member of
the Opposition, except the last speaker, has
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addresssd himself to it, and that hon. mem-

bers opposite refuse to take seriously the

vote of want of confidence in the Government.
Mr. Moraeay: That is not true.

Mr. POLIOCK : On this occasion we have
the unprecedented experience of seeing the
Government, while a no-confidence motion
is hanging over their heads, doing business
at the old address and in the same way.
The Opposition have not raised a word of
protest about it, which shows, firstly, that
they arc not taking their motion seriously,
and, secondly, that, if they are, they do not
know their jobs.

Mre. MorGaN: We cannot control the Go-
vernment business,

Mr. POLLOCK : And the Opposition will
not be able to control their business if by
good fortupe they ever become the (Govern-
ment.

Mr. PETERSON interjected.

Mr. POLLOCK : The Opposition will not
be able to control the hon. member if he
shows the same desire to leayve that party
as he did this. No member of the Opposi-
tion has drawn atiention to the fact that one
of the principal reasons for unemployment—
and one of the causes \vhxch can only be
removed by is the drought.
It is the greatest cause of unemployment in
the State, as I shall proceed to show.
(Opposition interruption.) As a member of
this Chamber I have the right to put my
case, and I hope, Mr. Snewk(‘r that you wifl
give me sufficient protection while I am doing
it. The whole of the Gregory electorate,
which includes over 106,000 square miles oi
country, is still—every inch of it—in the grip
of a most extreme drot ught, and has been for
the last four years. A portion of the Burke,
the whole of the Mitchell, a portion of the
Barcoo, a portion of Queuxlon a portion of
Cool, and a big portion of IFlinders—and
those arc seven of the largest electorates in
the State—are feeling the devastating effects
of the drought. Even a portion of Leich-
hardt and a very large portion of Quecnton
are affectzd, If I wanted to shosy how the
drought docs affect the question of unem-
ployment, T would need to menticn only one
station in the Winton district, Llanrheidol—
and I am not speaking of the largest—I ani
taking one at random. It is about 120 miles
from Winton, and during normal scasons
produced 1,200 bales of wool. The cost of
handling and murketing that wool alone was
usually Tabout £4 Bs. per bale, or, in round
figures, about £5,000. There is not a sheep
on that place at the present time; not an
ounce of wool Is going away, and there will
be none until at least six or eight months
after rain has fallen. The expenditure of
that £5,000 in normal scasons usually gives
employ ‘ment to a certain number of men:
and there can be only one remedy or means
of returning to normal conditions, and that
is by having a sufficient downpour of rain.
In addition to that, twenty men or morc were
employed on this station, which is one of
scores. They got £3 10s. a weeck. They all
had to leave the station and the district and
look for work elsewhere; and, if you multiply
that number by 400 or 500, you get ome of
the reasons why there is uncnployment in
Queensland. I want to know whether ths
Opposition expect the Governmnent to place
in employment men who arc thus thrown out
of work elsewherc? When the principal
industry in the State—the one that produces:
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our greatest wealth—is in dire difficulties
owing to lack of rain, how is it possible to
place the men ordman‘y ecmployed in it
elsewhere? I say t}‘at there can be only one
way of doing it, and, even if we have a fall
of rain, many difficulties remain to be over-
come before it can be done.

A scrutiny of the Governor’s Speech would
incline one to believe that the position in
the western part of the State is not as bad
as it really is. His Excellency says that out
of 21,000,000 sheep which this State was
depasturing in pre-drought days we still have
16,500,000, which would show a decline of
4,500,000. That does not Iook so bad after
four years of drought. Personally, T ques-
tion whether those figures are correct.

I maintain that no man can yet tell what
the losses have been in the sheep industry,
because many shecp have been shifted away
Even the owners do not know how many
have been lost and how many they will be
able to bring back when the drought iz ovez.
The stock returns, to say the least, are very
inaccurate. A man who sends 10,000 sheep to
a place in the Gulf is dependent on meagre
reports as to how they are doing. To-day
he might have 5,000 sheep; to-morrow he
might have only 3,000; and so it goes on.
Any information in that regard must be very
inaccurate indeed. I wish to show that that
is not the greatest loss that this State has
suffered. If we merely say that we still have
16,500,000 sheep left out of 21,000,000, one
would say that, on the face of it, the position
does not look so bad; but one thing the
statistician fails to take into account 1s the
loss of natural increase over those four years,
That is the big loss that Queensland has suf-
fered. That is one of the principal reasous
for the unemployment that exists to-day. 1
should say that a fair estimate of the number
of sheep lost to Queensland would -be
16,500,000. Tf the figures of the statistician
are correct, then we have lost 4,500,000; but
the number of sheep that would have been
gained by this State, had there been normal
seasons, would have been at least 12,000,000
sheep, which means that an additional
12,000,000 sheep have been lost to Queensland ;
and those 12,000,000 sheep represent the sur-
plus spendmg money of this community and
its equivalent in _employment to the people
of this State. That is the major cause of
unemployment in this State.

In addition, we have to face the fact that,
even when the drought is over, it will take
some years to recover completely. We cannot
expeet to get general rain before December
of this year, and we might not get it then.
For four wears we have been hoping to get
it in December or January, but so far we
have not been sufficiently lucky to get it.
The cnd of the drought may come before
then; but the western part of Queensland is
not likely to experience a wet season before
December, and then it will be at least
another six or eight months before the people
of the West are able to reorganise their finan-
cial position sufficiently to be able to restoek.
After they have restocked, it will be some
time before they will be moving along in a
normal way. Moen who have had considerable
experience—I think I can spcak as one with
some experience in the matter—are of the
opinion that it may take at least two or three
years before the grass in the West resumes its
normal quality znd density. After a drought
such as the one now being experienced, some
time must eclapse before the country can
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properly recover. If everything goes on as
the most sanguine of us antlupate it will he
at least another two years before the western
parts of Queensland are in a condition to
employ as many men as were ordinarily
emploved. Mr. Speaker, that brings you to
the realisation *hat the time ahead of Queens-
land is a very lcan one.

There are other factors that enter into this
matter. Speaking to some prominent sheep
men the other day, I was reminded that
where rain had fallen in certain places during
last year, some of the ewes that were getting
very old and were very worn after a drought
of three years were not breeding as prolifi-
cally as younger and fresher cwes would do.
The result will be that we shall find ourselves
with flocks of sheep too old to breed as well
as they might <o, and so further hinder the
prosperity of this State. I mentioned this
matter when the Leader of the Opposition
was speaking; out all the satisfaction that
I got from him was that the Opposition were
not concerned with, what he termed, the
“unborn lambs.” I am concerned with that
position,

Mr. MOORE:
unbern lambs.

Mr. POLLOCK :
50.

Mr.

Mr.

I never said anything about

The hon. member did do

Moore: When?

POLLOCK : I assure the hon. member
that he did so. He may be unconscious of
what he says at times, but I have a distinct
recollection of it. If this House is going
to face this problem of unemployment, we
must have regard to the factors that are caus-
ing it, and muely to Sklp over such a glcrantlc
thmg as a four years’ drought is not going
to get us anywhere. We have to recognise
that and recognise any methods that have
to he adopted to malke for stabilisation of the
industry when the drought has departed from
us. I have never been one of those hon.
members who have shirked that question
when it has arisen. It is the failure of the
Opposition to recognise these things that
have made them so unpopular in the western
parts of Queensland. The people in the
western parts of Queensland will not stand
the Opposition. The reason is, to use the
words ol the Leader of the Opposition,
because he has no time for the grazier. He
made that statement in this House last ses-
sion.

Hon. W. H. BARNES:
not be correct,

Mr. Xerr: Read the report of his whole
speech.

Ar. POLL: OCK If those words mean any-
thing, I take it they mean what I have
stated.

Mr. Kerr: You are deliberately misinter-
preting what he said.

You know that can-

Mr. POLLOCXKX : I would not do that for
the world, and the hon. member knows it,
too.

Mr. Kerr: I hope you would not do it,

but you are doing it.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. POLLOCK : It was this condition of
stagnation in the West that enabled the Oppo-
sition to throw up their hats and say that
they_had got to within 300 or 400 votes of
the Labour candidate in the recent Miichell
by-election. Everyone acquainted with the

Mr. Pollock.]
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pastoral industry knows that pastoral pro-
perties usually emploving twenty or thirty
men to look after their flocks could not
afford to employ a man on account of their
losses through drought. Sclections in the
vicinity of Longreach which ordinarily
employed five, six, or seven men had no men
engaged.

Mr. Moreax: But they were on the roll
all the same.

Mr. BraxD:
roll.

Mr. POLLOCK : As a matter of fact, when
there is no work on the stations the men
shift to other parts of the State.

Mr. Bravp: But their names are on tho
roll.

Mr. POLLOCK : Their names arc on the
roll because their hoines are mostly in Long-
reach; but the men were largely in other
part: of the State seeking employment, and,
because there was no provision in the by-
election for recording absent votes, from 800
to 1,000 Labour supporters were disfran-
chised. That is a conscrvative estimate of
the number of men who were absent from the
litchell electorate on polling-day.  The
supporters of the Opposition, though, were
still there. ({Opposition laughter.)

Mr. KErR: But you said the graziers did
not vote for us.

Mr. POLLOCK : They did not vote for
the Opposition; they voted for a man who
dissociated himself from that party, and
whom the Leader of the Opposition did not
go out to help.

Mr. Moreax: That is not so.

Mr. POLLOCK : The Leader of the Oppo-
sition did not go out to help Labour’s oppo-
nent, so I base my assumption on that fact.

The same number is on the

Mr. MooRE: You can assume whatever you
like.

Mr. POLLOCK: What I assume is a
correct assumption,

Mr. Moore: If it satisfies you, it is all
right.

Mr. POLLOCK : I spoke to quite a number
of men in the Mitchell, Gregory, Barcoo, and
Burke districts during the period that the
by-clection was on, and all that I spoke to,
political opponents of mine, were satisfied
that the Government’s land legislation had
done more than anything else to help them
to re-establish themselves after this dread-
ful drought had broken.

My. Moork: And your legislation did more
than anything else to ruin them before you
altered the land legislation®

Mr. POLLOCK : That is not correct.

Mr. Moore: It is. It is the worst Act
ever put on the statute-book.

Mr. POLLOCK : If the hon. member were
an authority on the question I might be pre-
pared to debate it with him; but, as he did
not have the courtesy even to go out and
help the opponent of Labour in that election,
I take it he is not an authority, and it is
ﬂpt worth while discussing the guestion with

im.

"Mr. Moore: You did not auswer the ques-
tion, all the same.

Mr. POLLOCK : The application of the
Land Act Amendment Act passed by the
Government during the last session of Par-
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liament has been a great factor in re-cstab-
lishing confidence not ounly in the pastoral
industry but in the Government of this State.
Men who were previously opposed to the
Labour Partr now admit that the Govern-
ment’s action has given them a chance that
nobody else could possibly have given.

Mr. MOORE: A chance that the Govern-
ment tecok away from them before.

Mr. POLLOCK : Onec of the members of
the hon. gentleman’s party has cwven gone
o far as to tell me that he thinks the
Opposition could not have done as much for
the graziers as we have done. Whatever
hestility there is against the Government
in the West has come largely from dealers
and agents, who, after all, are people for
whom the Goveinment cannot show very
much consideration. Agents have been the
principal cause of trouble in the West. These
were the men who, under the old system
of non-selection of applicants for land, made
up to £2,000 in fees of £1 1s. each from
every applicant for a block of land. They
are the people who were hostile to the
Government ; who built up bogies; and who
were behind the candidature of the gentle-
man who was unsuccessful at the Mitchell
by-clection. They made more row than all
the graziers and workers put together. In
fact, two of them tried to break up a meet-
ing that I was addressing in Longreach.
I knew them personallv, and I knew why
they were doing it. The genuine selector
in the West knows he can thank this Go-
vernment for the efforts made to place the
pastoral industry on a good footing.

After the drought has broken we shall
require the care of the Government
in the matter of finance to help these
people who have to restock their properties
with sheep. Many of them have already
approached me asking that financial assist-
ance be given them to bring sheep from
New South Wales and the southern parts
of Quecnsland where they have bzen depas-
turing during the drought period in order
that they may restock their properties. Whilst
I congratulate the Treasurer on his surplus,
1 do so for one reason bevond all others—
that is, I realise that we must be careful
with the finances of this State to enable the
people of whom I am speaking to get back
upon their feet azain. Every pound we can
save to help to put this industry on a proper
footing is going to mean prosperity, not
oaly for the grazier but for every person
in the community.

Mr. Moraax: Your Government do not
nropose to finance them.

Mr POLLOCK: I take it that the Go-
veroment’'s proposals will be made known
in due course. I believe that the Govern-
ment will give assistance to men to bring
sheep to the West for restocking purposes
and that assistance given in that direction
will be monev well spert. When w» consider
the difficulties through which thése people
have passed. the amount of unemploymeont
that has existed, and the number of sheep
that have been lost, both directly and what
would ordinarily have been actual increase,
one wonders how anv State could go
through a period such as we have been
undergoing without more stagnation and
cisturbance than we have undergone. I
realise that, as the result of this drought,

things are bad in Quecnsland; but it is
surprising they are not worse. They were
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worse in this State in 1902, and 1 can only
cue that the improved poxltmn is due
h) the good management of this Govern-
merit
My, TaYLOR:
trade balanee?

Mr, POLLOCK: OQur oxportz fell off to
the tunc of £13.,000,000 as the result of the
foss of wool. That enesks for itsclf. What-
cver our trade balance may be, we have lost
that amount in wool production, and, as I
said at the opening of my remarks, wool
production has been the main source of
the community’s spending power. When that
source is dried up there must be stagnation,
disturbance, unemployment, and hard times
for businees people and others. I ask
why the Onpoqition pick on tha question of
unemployment in the last session of a dying
Parliament? Purely to make capital for the
elections !

What about the unfavourable

Mr. MAXWELL: Because there is so much
of it.

{3 p.m.]

Mr. POLLOCK: I admit that there is
unemployment, and I have shown that
there is a reason for unemployment
because of drought. This State must
have a certain number of unemployed in
order to work its seasonal industries. Ilow

could these industries be carried on unless
surplus labour was available? I ask the
Opposition to answer that question.  But
outside of that, I know there is unemploy-
ment, and I am very sorry that it is so;
but I have not heard any suggoestion from
the Opposition  that would minimise the
unemployment in this State, nor has there
been any argument advanced as to how the
Government could solve the problem in a
constructive way. When seasons return again
to normal the problem will largely solve
itself, but until that time ] cannot see any
hope for any Government, whether it be
Nationalist or Labour, solving this problem
in a satisfactory way. If the Opposition came
over here to-morrow, the very fact that the
industry I have referred to is still in a
bad way and will remain so until rain falls,
would prevent them or anyone else from
doing anything of an cffective nature to
relieve unempleyment. The present Labour
Government, under the circumstances, are
doing all that can be done in that regard.

Mr. MaxweLL: When vou were in Opposi-
tion you raised the question of unemploy-
ment, and sald that, when you got over there,
vou would solve it.

Mr. POLIL.OCK: I was never in Opposi-
tion. The main feature from the workers’
viewpoint and the viewpoint of the general
business man in this State, is that Labour
has becnn able to hold its own for a period
of thirteen years through very trying times.
I said in Winton, prior to the last election,

that, if the working people were able to
hold for the next five or six vears all that
they had obtained, they would be doing

remarkably well, and I still think so. Con-
sidering the period Quecnsland is going
tkrough, to have been able to hold the wages
and conditions as they were, even with unemn-
ployment as bad as it is, is a remarkable
performance; and, if the Government can
continue to do that for the next three or
four years, it will be a performance that will
redound to their credit.

I said a while ago that it was a peculiar
thing that the Opposuwn should raise this
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question of unemployment in the last session

()f a dving Parliament. Their attitude is
semewhat s.mxlm to the action of the Bruce
Government in raising catch cries on the
cve of an election. Before the last Federal
election that (Government played the same
confidence trick on the public with regard
i industrial disputes. They went to the
country aftor having fostered an industrial
dispute. I use that word advisedly—1I believe
they encouraged the dispute, and that their
agents helned to fan the flames—and in the
middle of this dispute they went to the
country, and the principal plank in their
platform was the deportation of the two men
whom thay considered primarily responsible—
Walsh and Johnson. That was the main
plank in their platform. After the election
they did not deport those two men, and they
have taken every opportunity since then.
particularly during the last three months, to
seize on every industrial dispute in the hope
of being able to fan it into a national-wide
conflagration that would enable them to go
again to the country on the same spurious
issue. Sce how they picked on the cooks’
dispute. What an effort they made to
encourage that dispute to reach the
dimensions of a Treal honest-to-goodness
strike; and. if they had been successful,
I suppose the Prime Minister would have
gone to the country with the deporta-
tion of the head chef as the principal
plank in his platform; but it did not work.
The (ommonvxealﬂﬂ Govermment are trying
again, and by means of their industrial Icﬂu«
lation, doing everything they can to create
the most sp'urio-us of political issues for the
coming Federal election. They have not been
able to settle industrial disputes. In spite
of all the arvgument about the wonderful
Druce-Page (Government, they have not
scttled any industrial disputes satisfactorily,
though they have been able to promote them.
They have won elections upon false issues
regarding them; but they have not been able
to do anvthing with men who are out on
strike. They are quite helpless when a strike
i3 on. as was evidenced in the case of the
cooks’ dispute.

Hon. W. H. BARNEs: As the State Govern-
mant were in the case of Cairns.

My, POLLOCK: The Commonwealth
Giovernment have not been able to do any-
thing in the way of adjusting to the satis-
faction of those concerned any industrial
disputes.  If their industrial legislation is as
@ood as it is claimed to be, “hy do they not
do it?

T wish to draw attention to what I con-
sider a very vegrettable attitude on the part
of the Bruce-Page Government, and one that
does not appear to be ""GHCH’LHJ understood—
that is the desire to take away from the
States all power in the matter of industrial
awards and to usurp State functions in indus-
trial matters, one of the reasons being that
men who are working under Commonwealth
awards are not eligible for unemployment
insurance. Perhaps t;hov hope by that means
to brcak down some of the benefits which

Labour has given to men who have to work
Tor a living in the State. The general atti-
tude of the Bruce-Page Government is in
favour of buiting into State awards and
making as much political capital as possible
out of it.

An OpposiTION MEMBER: What did you do
over the railway strike?

Mr. Pollock.]



444 Address in Reply.

Mr. POLLOCK: I never had any apology
to make 1w regard to the attitude of this
Government on the railway strike, which the
hon. mewmber may wish to call a lockout.
I bave always adopted the attitude which T
considered in the best interests of the State
in regard to these disputes.

Mr. Kerr: We know
right.

Mr. POLLOCK : My attitude is very well
known. It is to the effect that these industrial
disputes can ounly be scttled by conciliation as
a general rule. They cannot be settled by
making an example of irresponsible leaders—
we only make martyrs of them, if we do that.
The general idea of the hide-bound Tory is
that you can settle all disputes by persecuting
sonleone,

Mr. Krrr: No.

Mr. POLLOCK : You cannot do it You
only make martyrs of them, and give to their
propaganda a significance that fifty years of
their own lecturing would not do. You have
to settle these disputes by the cold light of
reason, and not by coercion or force.

Mr. Kerr: I agrec with you; but that is
not the policy of your party.

Mr. POLLOCK : Whatever may be said
of the policy of this partr, it is there for
everyone to see; one cannot say that of
the policy of the Opposition. Throughout 1he
whole of this dcbate hon. members opposite
have been telling us that they would come
over here and put Queensland back into what
they consider its former position if they got
the chance; but they very ecarefully refrain
from saying how they would do it, or what
policy they would adopt.

Whether they will be able to trot out a
policy at election time is another matter.
As a matter of fact, one of the most notice-
able features during the session has been the
efforts of the press to malke out that members
opposite are making a good showing, when,
as a matter of fact, their speeches are still
the same old dreary efforts that we have had
to listen to during the last fifteen years. If
you read the press every morning, and
believe it, you would be led to the conclu-
sion, for instance, that the hon. member for
Sandgate made a remarkable speech.

Hon. W. H. Barxzs: So he did.

Mr. POLLOCK: You would think that
some other hon. member spoke in unhurried
and dulcet tones; that another hon. moember
slated the Government fore and aft.
sat here, however—and you, Mr. Spealker,
are probably in the best position to judge—
you would know that it was the same dreary
drivelling effort that we have been acerns-
tomed tc all along. This cffort on the part
of the vpress to glorify the Opposition by
means of propaganda i1s doomed to failurc
because the people know the hon. members
whom it is desired to bring into the Iime-
light. -

your attitude all

Hon. W. H. Barxes: You are making
fairly heavy weather of it.
Mr. POLLOCK : I cannot help it if the

hon. gentleman does not like the truth. I
thought he did at one time. 1 do not intend
to quote frem the press “Gallery Not=s” ; but
even members of the Opposition must some-
times blush when they see what is written
abeut them. You can find this idea of press
glorification of the WNationalists nowhere
better exemplified than in a report of a

[Mr. Pollock.
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speech delivered by the Prime Minister the
other day. He was telling some funny stories
at a gathering in Brisbane—I do not think
he knew they were funny—and this is the
one I think was funnier than any other—he
was referring to his selection for a Federal
scat—

“ There were ne fewer than thivteen
candidates, and he had to wait his turn.
Outside the hotel there was onc of those
old-fashioned gutters with a kerbsvone,
and while he was waiting he =at on the
kerbstone, pulled out his pipe, and
puffed away. A man had come from
the back part of the ciectorate who had
a good deal of influence, and when the
favoured candidate went wrong they had
to get another. That man said {5 the
others: ‘There was one poor devil who
did not seem to have a friend, and was
sitting in the gutter ; let us vote for him.’
{Laughter.) They did vote for him, and
he became the candidate and was elected.”

What a sight he would be—sitting in the
gutter—spats and all! 1f that is not the
dizzy limit, I do not know what is—that a
man well-known in business, reputed to have
an income of £50,000 per annum should be
unknown to anybody on the election com-
mittee, and should be sitting outside in the
gutter and smoking—without a friend—and
that for that reason they elected him. That
is the sort of stuff served up to the public
before an election; and it is the same sort of
stuff that the press of this city is endeavour-
ing to serve up to the public every morning
about hon. members opposite. ** Coming
down to the Housc the democratic hon.
member for Wynnum =hook hands with a
widow !” How wonderful! (Laughter.)
“The hon. member for Albert, when walking
down_the stieet, talked for five minutes to &
cripple, who did not know who he was, and
then walked away after having given him
5s.”’—a thing I think the hon. member might

do, as a matter of fact. (Laughter.) That
sort of thing amuses me.

Mr. Krerso: What Mr. Bruce said wasz
said at a smoke social.

Mr. POLLOCK: It secems a most appro-
priate place to say it; and, if the hon.

member was there and in the same condition
as the others, he would appreciate it; but
to expect me to believe that the party oppo-
site has any policy—on the mere say so of
the press—and to cxpect the people to
swallow it, is a bit too much.

During the course of this debate, one of
the allegedly serious suggestions made by the
hon. member for Enoggera was that, if his
party were returned to power, they would
appoint commissicns to inquire into railways,
State enterprises, and various other things.
That scems to be the prevailing Tory idea of
how to settle a problem—appoint a commis-
sion; pay the members unlimited cxpenses:
let them tour the country for months, and
then forget all about them. That is a won-
derful brain wave.

Mr. Moore: Like the
Boundaries Commission.

Mr. POLLOCK : It has been the policy of
Mr. Bruce for many years to appoint com-
missions, send them all round the country
spending the taxpayers’ money, and then drop
them.

Hon. J. G. ArreL: What about the Local
Authorities Boundaries Commission?

Local Authorities
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Mr. POLLOCK: I understand that that
001111ni~~ion has presented a report. It was a
matter in connection with which a comnis-
sion 5hould be asked to inquire; but ether
matters are in a very different category.

Mr. Kerr: Did not the present Secretary
for Public Works serve on a commission?

Mr, POLLOCK: He will be able to deal
with that himself. I am not in favour, and
I do not think any man who knows his job,
or ought to know his jgb, would be in favour
of bomg returned to Parliament to do certain
things, then deputing the job to others, and
refusing to attend to the matter after a
report had been made. That policy is
characteristic of the Bruce Government, and
has been characteristic of all National Govern-
ments throughout the world during the last
ten or fifteen years. It is a most convenient
way of disposing of a problem. This Govern-
ment tackles the problem itself.

Mr. Moore: The Land Settlement Advisory
Board was appointed to remedy your adminis-
tration.

Mr. POLLOCK: That was not a parlia-
mentary commission, but a commission of
experts. They prosented a very valuable
report, which was carried out almost in its
entirety by this Government at the very first
vpportunity. That is the difference between
a committee of ‘nquiry appointed by a Labour
Government and a commission that would be
appointed by the Opposition.

Mr. KErr: We desire an independent body
of experts to inquire into the railways.

Mr. POLLOCK: The Opposition would
require the experts if they were returned to
power, because they would be thoroughly
incapable of doing the job themselves.

Mr. KrLso: We have as much brains on
this side as you have over there.

Mr. POLLOCK : Reiteration of this sort of
thing by the Oppositien will not solve this
question. To assert that they have more
brains than the Government does not convev
anything except extreme optimism. It does
not convey any proof that they have the
capacity to gov ern; and the conduct of affairs
by their palty is sufficient indication that they
could not agrec amongst themsclves long
enough even to form a Cabinet.

Mr. KzLso: You are up against a dead end.

Mr, POLLOCK : Take the incident of the
past few .days in connection with the hon.
member for Oxley. I am not going to pro-
fess any spurious sympathy for the hon. mem-
ber, but I really do think that he is the only
man on the Opposition side with sufficient
courage to stand up and say what that party
Would do if they were returned to power. I
think he is the only man in my time who has
been game to say so; and because he makes
that statement he is politely arked by the
Leader of the Opposition to vacate his seat
on the front Opposition bench.

Ir. Crayrox: That is not true.

Mr. Bruce: e says so.

Mr. POLLOCK : He was asked to vacate
his secai on the front Opposition bench, and
it is strange *hat he was asked to do 50
imim: diately after making one of the most
damning :fatements—from the viewpoint of
the Opposition—that have been made in this
House for many years.

Mr. Cravre:: What you say is untrue.
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Mr. Krwso: You don’'t know anything
about it.

Mr. POLLOCK: Tt is a curious thing

that this subject scems to hurt hon. members
opposite.

MMy, Krrso: It does not.

My, POLLOCK : I cannot understand for
the life of me how the Leader of the
J)pposition can ask the hon. member for
Oxley to leave the frout Opposition bench.
{Opposition interjections.)

The SPEAKER : Order!

My, POLLOCIK: The only rule that this
House has bearing on that question is the
rule of practice that the front Opposition
hench and the front cross-bench on either
side of the Chamber are rescrved for ex-
Ministers of the Crown. There is no Stand-
ing Order or other practice bearing on it, so
the Leader of the Oppositicn himself has
really no right to sit on the front Opposition
bencn; and how he can ask any other hon.
member of the Opposition to get off it is
bheyond me.

My, MooRE:
of the matter?

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member for
Oxley has such a habit of telling the truth
about  the Opposition that to do so
will be wunnecessary; and it is for the
reason that he has done so on this occasion
that he has been asked to vacate his position.
I hope he will be man enough to stand to
his guns and refuse to do so.

My, MoRruaN:
for?

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not butting in;
but I hate to see a man being victimised
because he has the courage to stand up and
say what he thinks. (Opposition laughter.}
The hon. member for Wynnum will remember
the time when the Opposition wanted to push
him out of his position. (Oppositien
Jaughter.) You remember, Mr. Speaker,
some two or three years ago that the hon.
members for Windsor, Wynnum, and Nun-
dah were told that they were no longer
members of the Opposition and were asked
to vacate their seats; but they did not do
0.

Mr. KEgrso:

Mr. POLLOCK : I have the utmost sym-
pathy for them. They represent, and have
Luthfullv represented here for years, the
bigger city 1nterests, and the Country Party
were af1a1d of them. They did not want
thenm in their party. It was not profitable
to have them there, and they asked them
to leave, notwithstanding the fact that they
were amonvst the most capable members
of their pa,xtv When I see an hon. member
representing certain interests and being
honest about it—we know that the hon.
member for Wynnum represents the bigger
city interests—I like to extend to him my
sympathy; and, when those hon. members
were being victimised, my sympathy went
out to them, just as it now goes out to
the hon. member for Oxley because he stated
{0 the country truthfully what the Opposi-
tion would do if they succeeded in getting
into power. 1 hope he will stick to his
guns and show the same independence of
thought in that matter as he does on the
floor of this llouse, although in the main
hon. members opposite have, as most party

Mr. Pollock.]
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members have to do, answered to the crack
of the party whip.

A matter of the utwost importance to
Western people, and one wh_ich I have been
asked bv a number of graziers toﬂventﬂate
in this House, is the aftitude of the Bruce
Govermuent on the question of the importa-
tion of Alsatian dogs.

Ton. J. G. ArrEr: At one time I pro-
hibited the importation of Alsatian dogs.

Mr. POLLOCK: The Bruce Government
have done a wise thing in prohibiting the
importation of Alsatian dogs.

Ar. Moragax: What do you think we
ought to do with the Alsatian dogs already
here?

Mr. POLLOCK : It is understood that the
Bruce-Page Government are likely to give
way on this Important question.

Hon. J. G. Apper: I hope they do not.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member for Albert to cease from interrupt-

ing the hon. member for Gregory.

Mr. POLLOCK : In regard to the importa-
tion of the Alsatian dog, there Is a good
deal of concern in Western districts, where
there has been considerable trouble for years
in keeping the dingocs under control. While
some of us are not concerned about how many
pets people may make of prize dogs in the
city, we arve concerned with the spreading of
pests.  That brings me to the point that,
although some people say that the Alsatian
is of the shepherd dog family—that it is used
in its own country to protect shcep from
wolves, and therefore ought to be a pro-
tector rather than a devourer of sheep—it
does not alter the fact that gquite a number
of sheep dogs in Western Queensland have
inbred with the dingocs, and the product
of that alliance is just as savage as and is
more cunning than the really wild dingo.
The experience of all men who have done
much sheep breeding in Western Queensland
and New South Wales goces to show that the
half-tame dog is a greater menace than the
wild dog. When 1 was travelling across
from Duchess to Boulia in a motor car, three
dingoes trotted” up behind the car, which
was going very slowly. As soon as the real
dingo saw what it was he kept on following
out of curiosity, but the two half-tamcd dogs
that were with him went straight across
country. That is an indication that the real
dingo, seeing the unknown, was not afraid
of it, but that the half-tamed dog knew what
a human being in a motor car was, and was
not going to be caught too easily. It is
fearved by the people in the West that the
importation of the Alsatian dog will vesult
in a breed ofs dingoes more dangerous than
the existing breed.

Hon. J. G. Aprin:

member.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. POLLOCK : Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The bon. member for Albert reminds me of
the adage, * Save me from my friends.”

On quite a number of the Western stations
which have no sheep at all on them at the
present time there is a dog poisoner
susily engaged, so that the work of restock-
ing may be commenced without the dog
menace after the drought has broken. The
people there are really afraid of the inbreed-
ing of the Alsatian dogs with dingoes. Per-

{Mr, Pollock.
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sonally, I think that the only argument that
can be adduced in favour of importing the
Alsatian is that it is a particularly sagacious
dog—one that is very quick to pick up tricks,
and that sort of thing. If the public desire
to have pets I think 1t is a very good thing
that we should discourage the importation
of savage ones that are likely to become a
nuisance; and I do not think any harm will
be done as a result of the importation of
Alsatian dogs being prohibited. 1 remem-
ber some twenty years ago a pastoralist
named Robert Christison at Tower Hill
Creck, in the vicinity of Pralrie, imported
half-a-dozen staghounds for the purpose of
killing dingoes which were a serious menace
to his cattle-raising activities; he had about
40,000 head of pure-bred Hereford ecattle.
After having these staghounds on the station
for two years, he found that, instead of kill-
ing the dingoes, they had commenced to
breed in with them, with the result that in
the vielnity of Hughenden and Prairie there
is a breed of dingoes big enough in size for
two of them to pull down a yecarling calf.

That is the menace that the
[3.30 p.m.] sheep-growers of Western Quecns-

land are afraid of in regard to
these Alsatian dogs. Men who understand the
sheep industry realise that portions of
Hughenden Station, Redcliffe, and other
properties in the vicinity of Hughenden close
to the basult country, which is infested with
these half-bred staghound-dingoes, cannot be
successfully settled until a large amount of
money has been spent on dog-proof netting.
That in itself is a sufficient’ argument to
induce the Bruce Government to refuse to
back down on their prohibition of the impor-
tation of these Alsatians. If a man desires
a pet, an Airedale or any other sort of house
dog 15 a good enough and safe enough pet
for any man to have without importing a
real menace.

HoxourasLe MemBERs: IHear, hear!

Mr. BELL (Fassifern): It is rather difficuis
to introduce new arguments into the debaie.
particularly after so many hon. members :
spoken; but the hown. member who has t
spoken certainly introdused a sense of humonr
mnto the debate. He complained about the
lack of interest shown by the Opposition in
the censvre motion. It is rather a difRcult
thing to show a great deal of interest. In no
part of the ITouse docs there scem to ba an
absorbing interest in it—Dbecause in these

of machineanade polities onlr o hope-
optimist would expect to have an adverse

in the Government cs In thewe
days of machine-made politics one may cou-
vince by argument, but the vote will always
be the same. That sort of thing largely icilis
the force of argument, and very largely kills
intersst in the debates; but I was rather
struck by the claim of the hon. member for
Cregory that the presont Government are
really the friends of the pastoralists. Surely
it 1s hard to believe that he is sincevc in that
statement!  Are they at last about to hold
out a helping hand to those whom they have
done their best to destros ?

The hon. member also claimed that the
drought was very largely rosponsible for the
unemployment which 1s in existence in
Queensland to-day. The drought has had
some influence, but only a very small influ-
ence, because unemployment in countrs areas
is limited in extent, whereas it is very pre-
valent in large city areas, in which arcas we
see secondary industries declining and going
to the other States. That is the main cause

<11
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of unemployment in Queensland to-day. The
real effects of the drought have not been
felt in Qneensland yet. As the hon. member
for Gregory well knows, that is a matter for
the future, when, he said, economies will have
to be practised to meet the situation. In iny
opinion the Government should be putting
that policy into effect now in order to meet
the situation before it gets too bad.

Mr. Porrcex : This is the enly Government
that has shown a surplus this year.

Mr. BLLL: How they got the surplus is
another question. The hon. member for
Gregory mentioned how satisfied he was that
the Labour Party had maintained their posi-
tion in the Mitchell electorate. If he is
satisfied, I am sure we are satisfied. I shall
give the figures, which show that the Govern-
ment have lost a considerable amount of
ground, despite the effect of the drought and
other considerations.

Mr. PorrLock : That is not correct.

Mr. BELL: In 1923, the last contested
clection ir Mitchell before the recent by-
election, the total nuniber of votes polled
was 3,630. At the recent by-election, at
which Mr. Bow was returned, there was a
total poll of 3,502 votes. The Government
meajority in 1923 was 1,106, while the majority
at the recent by-election was only 356. I
the hon. member for Gregory and his party
are sitisfied, so are we.

During this debate one has been particu-
larly struck with the way hon. members
opposite have delved into the past. They
went back to the inception of the Labour
Party; but they did not say how they are
going to meet the difficulties which face us
to-day. They have delved into the past to
show what they did many years ago as a
justification for their existence to-day. In
fact, they claimed credit for things for
which they were never respomsible. They
accuse the Oppositicn of having no policy,
but our policy is open for anyone to see.
We stand for a square deal to all, which
unfortunately all sections of the community
are not gelting to-day.

We know that the result of this censure
motion is a foregone conclusion. I only
wish that the electors of Queensland had
an opportunity of giving a vote on it, as
the result would then be very different.
TLabour in politics has been a ghastly failure.
The Government have put the policy of
Socialism into operation, and have proved
it a failure! and thev have now come to a
dead end, and do not know which way to
turn. They are sceking for something to lay
hold upon. They are like drowning men
grasping at any straw that presents itself.
In proof of that, we had twenty-eight Bills
last session, every one of which except the
Loan Bill was an amending measure. This
vear we have twenty-three Rills outlined
in the Giovernor’s Speech, all of which with
two exceptions are amending teasures pre-
viously passed by this Government. They
can only carry on by amending legislation
previously passed by themselves. The Pre-
mier at least realised the situation they
are up against when he said, referring to
State enterprises, that he has seen many
fine theorics murdered by hard economic
facts. If the rest of his party realise this,
it will neeessarily mean a ehange in their
policy.

One of the planks of the Labour platform,
however, is socialisation, and the present
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Premier or possibly another Premier will be
forced to put that policy into operation
sooner or later. That is the ultimate objec-
tive of the Labour Party, and the electors
of Queensland should not have dust thrown
in their eyes. We have seen a part of the
policy of socialisation put inte operation,
and it has been a ghastly and costly failure
to the taxpayers of Queensland, who have to
feot the bill. The result has been that
more men and women have been thrown
out of employment,

The Government are deserving of condem-
nation for not facing the industrial situation,
which is of paramount importance to
Queensland, It is tragic to see so much unem-
ployment in a voung country like Queensland
needing so much development and possessing
such gredat vesources. It is estimated that
between 10,000 aud 15,000 persons are out of
work. Unemployment entalls suffering, not
only by the workers, but also their wives and
families. A man who is not employed is not
satisfied, He is discontented. He has noth-
ing to.IOOk forward to and no comforts to
give his family, whom he cannot bring up
in the way he would like. I claim that this
is the most serious problem we have to face:
but the Governmen! have shown no evidence
of a desire to face it. The best method which
can be used by us lies in the direction of
organising our primary and secondary indus-
tries and encouraging capital to come here
to help our development, so that industry,
both primary and secondary, can employ
more men and more women. We on this side
realise that private enterprise should be
cncouraged.  Private enterprise alone can
develop our great natural resources at no cost
to the taxpayer of the State; and it would
be the aim of the Opposition so to encourage
private enterprise that capital would be
induced to come here, that work would be
offering to the workers, and our patural
resources would be developed.

We have also to consider the necessary
reduction of taxation. To-day taxation has
reached an uneconomic level, and it is having
a very harmful effect on employment and
mdustry. It has caused stagnation on every
side, quite irrespective of drought, because
dreughts have oceurred in Queensland before
and will occur again. It is the maladminis.
tration of the Government that has beon
largely responsible for the position, and taxa-
tion will have to be reduced to an egonomic
level so that money which is being taken out
of industry will be made available for pri-
vate enterprise. Any amount of money is
available in the world to-day. It only needs
to be induced to come to this State. We have
abundant opportunities for the investment of
it, but, if the Sovernment tax it uneconomi-
cally, 3t will not come here.

The charge has sometimes been levelled
against this party that we are a low-wage
party. T}la}t i3 wrong. I say that the stan-
dard of living should be maintained; that is
abzolutely essential. Let me go further. We
say that co-operation in industry should be
encquraged, with payment by results, so that
the worker who is willing to work can earn
more than the standard wage. It is only by
offering inducements to the workers that you
will encourage men to give of their best and
enable them to make more than g fair wage.
We also realise that the individual worker
has to be protected against the unscrupulous
employer. Unfortunately, there are some
employers ready to take advantage of the

Mr. Bell.]
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worker, and we must see to it that he is pro-
tected. We need also a befter understanding
between capital and labour. Labour cannot
get on without capital, and capital cannot
exist without Jabour. How absurd, then, is
this eternal warfare between them, which is
not in the best interests of the worker or the
country ! The Opposition propose to foster a
better understanding between capital and
labour by the encouragement of the co-opera-
tive prmmple

The Premier to-day speaks of difficulties.
Hvery Government has difficulties and prob-
lems to face; but the best government is the
Government that can solve those problems.
The present Government are responsible
largely for many of the difficulties with which
they are faced to-day in the industrial sphere,
For decades past the Labour Party have
beql preaching discontent and advocating
go-slow methods, and to-day they are reaping
as they have sown, and are up against some
of the difficulties that they themselves have
created.

To illustrate and prove my point, 1 should
like to read some extracts from a speech
made by Mr. W. H. Demaine, President of
the Queensland Central Executive and the
mouthpiece of the inmer council or Labour
junta, at the opening of the Labour Conven-
tion 1n Brisbane in January, 1918, to show
how this spirit has been fostered and encour-
aged by the Government. He said—

“ One of the educational needs of the
hour is to bring the workers to a fuller
realisation of the need for a fuller class-
consclousness amongst them. The fond
hope that some of them have that they
may become employers and exploiters of
fabour in due coursc must be dispelied,
and the fact that there can be no possible
identity of interest between employer and
employee must be driven into their
minds. We cannot have a true democ-
racy until capitalism is overthrown, and
only a class-conscious people can do the
overthrowing. Therefore, we must have
Labour class-conscious and imbued with
the knowledge that only by the communi-
sation or socialisation of capital can the
interests of Labour and capital become
identical.”

That has been backed up by every hon.
member on the Government side. They have
been preaching class consciousness and bitter
hatred during the whole of their existence.
In 1920, Mr. Demaine also said-—

“In the matter of State enterprises, I
believe that a bolder policy would have
received the approval of the great
majority of the people, and I would sug-
gest that this be undertaken as soon as
possible.  State meat and fish shops,
State stations, and pineapple preserving
factorics and sawmills are all right, but
we want more than these to- dax We
want a State line of steamers, we want
State farms, State factories, woollen and
cotton mills, and State distributing stores
on the universal provider plan. In a
word we wang, as soon as possible, the
necessaries of life, food, and <clothing
provided by the State The luxuries can
come after. This is a State of Socialism.
It will be said we arc ultra-Communists
and I say what of it. FEvery advance
in this direction, every trust or combine
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nationalised, svery new cnterprise estab-
fished by the State, will be one step
nearer to our ultimate objective, and
State  ownershiy or nationalisation,
though you. term it State capitalism,
will be much more easily turned into
communal ownership.”

That has also been supported by the sup-
porters of the Government. The difficulfies
that the Premier mentioned as existing to-day
are very largely his own creation and the
creation of his own party and organisation,
which is the real power outside Parliament.
They have found their policy a ghastly
failure, and are now endeavouring to get rid
of State enterprlses Another plank in the
platform “gone west.”” One wonders what the
left- wing of the Government are doing to-day.
They are particularly quiet. Perhaps the
selection batlots are keeping them too busy
to enable them to say anything about their
platform. We now hear very little about
the platform. All we hear is in defence of
the Government, and in order to defend their
actions they must go back into the past.
They do not point to the future, and show
how the Gtovernment are going to do things.
I claim that a solution of the present difficul-
ties i3 a Government with a bold and states-
manlike policy—something sorely lacking ou
the other side to-day.

Mr. Kreru: Their trouble is that they have
lost their initiative.
Mr. BELL: Some followers of the Go-

vernment party are advocating going further
wlong the soctalistic road. Some advocate
revolution. They say that things are so bad
now that they could not be any worse in
the event of a revolution. I would like to
draw their attention, at the same time issue
a warning, and quote what a former member
of the English Labour Party, Dr. Haden
Guest, said in a little pamphletﬁthat to lead
men toward ¢ the revolution” is to lead
them to a mirage where they will perish of
thirst amid the arid sands of reality. I would
also refer them to Anatole France's book,
“Isle of the Penguins,”’ in which he shows
where, after an orgy of revolution and blood-
shed, the people slipped hack into a quiet
rural life once more, wherein each man lived
peaceably with his own crops, and the
revolutionaries and agitators cut their own
throats because they found after dissipation
and destruction, that there was nothing to
gain by their orgy of revolution.

Mr. I'otey: That is the bogey which you
use at election time,
Mr., BELL: It iz the bogey that hon.

members opposite hold up to their own sup-
porters now. Hon. members on the other
side now repudiate the revolutionaries and
ultra-Communists, although they succeeded
to power on their votes and assistance. It
suits the Government to dissociate them-
selves from them at election time.
An OpposiTion MeypeR :
fixing np their plebiscites.
. BELL:
glvmg them
quiet indeed.
M, 1agi:

own ranks,

Mr. BELL: We say that the Government,
after being in power for some thirteen yvears
and placmg or endeavouring to place, some

They are busy

Some of their plebiscites are
concern, for they are very

You are baving trouble in your
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of their planks upon the statute-book, have
found that their policy has been a ;aﬂule
and they now do not know which way to turn,
Their party is fast becoming disintegrated,
and ?hey are not the force in politics that
they were previously either inside or out-
side of Parliament. The Government are
loud in their declamations both inside and
outside this House in an endeavour to bolster
up their insecure position and make it appear
that their disintegration ig nol so bad as
it really is. They have no policy, and do
not know which way to turn. It is the duty
of the Government to.face the difficulties
that confront them and attempt to solve the
many problems which await solution. They
cannot solve them, and are looking to the
Opposition to give some hint or even a
straw to which they may clutch.

Hon. W. H., Barnes: Are they not calling
out, ** Throw out the life line!”

Mr. BELL: They have reached a desperate
position, and it is only by loud declamation
that they are keeping up their courage and
the courage of the people of Queensland.
But the people of Queensland are not so
easily gulled. In fact, for some years past
one Would think that the Premier and his
party have looked upon the -electors as
rabbits, who were most easily caught by
the ears. They have been tickling the ears
of the electors for years past. Now they
have nothing more to offer them. The
clectors are getting very sore, and are only
locking for an opportunity to pass their
verdict on the Government.

We must look very largely for our salvation
te the primary industries of this State. Our
secondary industries have languished, creat-
ing much unemployment. To show the im-
portance of the primary industries as com-
pared with the manufacturing activities of
the State, the following figures for 1925-26
are Interesting : —

£

Agricullural production ... 12,500,000
Dairy, pounry, ete. 6,300,000
Pastoral . 21,100,000
Mining 2,100,000
Toreetxv ﬁiherles “ote. 2,800,000

Total .. £44,800,000
Manufacturing ..£18,100,000

Those figures show how important the

primary industries are; ; and, when we remem-
ber that 74 per cent. of our exports are the
products of the primary industries, we realise
how essential it is that we should maintain
our position as an exportlng country, because
we have a large interest bill to meet, and
our commitiments in that respect can only be
met by the export of our primary produce.
The hope of the primary producer lies very
largely in an extension of the secondary
industries, and it is essential, therefore, that
secondary industries should be fostered con-
currently with an extension of primary
activities. After all, the best market that
the producer can have is his home market.

In that connection, I desire to refer to the
rural schools which have been established in
Queensland. I should like to see a larger
number of these schools, which are rendering
an excellent service to the children in the
country, for whom they are in the nature
of a secondary education. Various country
school shows which I have recently visited
have proved to me the good work that isbeing

1988—2r
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done by the calf, pig, and poultry clubs at

the various schools.

There can be no doubt that scientific pro-
duction shonld be encouraged, but, further
than that, it is essential that we should have
a Commonwealth system of owganised market-
ing. Unfortunately, the producer in one
State is very often competing with the pro-
ducer in another State, so that it is necessary
that any scheme evolved should be Common-
wealth-wide m its application. More work
along these lines Is wanted, because at the
present time there is not a healthy co-opera-
tive spirit existing amongst the primary pro-
ducers. That I found to my cost when I was
striving to put forward a co-operative scheme
some time ago—a scheme that had for its
objective the welfare of the producers. Much
can be done by instilling into the minds of
our children the desirability of co-operation.

I desire to refer also to the decline in
manufacturing activities in Queensland—a
point that was stressed by the hon. member
for Gregory, who claimed that drought was
largely responsible for the position. The
figures which I am aboul to quote show how
manufacturing has declined in Queensland.

[4 p.m.]
According to the latest figures available,

the increase in factory employees per 40,000
between 1914 and 1926 was—

New South Wales ... ... 140
South Australia .. 125
Victoria . ... B3
Tasmania Lo 13
Wostern Australia ... .. b6
Queensland (decrease) .. 48

That shows how manufactures have declined
in this State, and I claim that heavy uneco-
nomic taxation and absurd conditions are
hampering and restricting the expansion of
our secondary industries. That being so,
they should immediately be reviewed by the
Government with a view to righting the posi-
tion as soon as possible in the interests of
Queensland generally.

Mr. Hancon: Industries do not pay taxes
unless they are profitable.

Mr. BELL: it is a remarkable thing that
ever since the L.abour Government came into
power there has been a decline here, and
Queensland is the only State in the Common-
wealth in which there has been a decline in
this respect. There must be some reason for
]t. &

I should like to refer for a moment to the
report of the Beef Cattle Industry Commis-
sion. The cattle industry is of very great
importance to she State of Queensland, and
T would liké to congratulate the members of
the commission uzpon their report. They have
compiled the information well and set out
the position in a plain, straightforward man-
ner so that it can be understood by anyone.
The report has also brought home to the

people the great necessity there is that this
industry should be maintained, because over
half the lands of Queensland are utilised for
the production of cattle. It is also essential
that an export surplus should be maintained
so that local supplies will always be available.
Certain recommendations have been made by
the commission, and I can only hope that
the Government will put them info operation.
One recommendation is the abolition of price-
fixing. It is absolutely essential, in the
interests of the industry, that this price- ﬁxmg
should be discoptinued. The commission

Mr. Bell.]
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made this recommendation for various rea-
sons. One of the greatest criticisms that have
been levelled against us in Australia has been
that we do not proeduce first-quality stock,
Well, price-fixing is going to have a very bad
effect upon the guality if growers are paid
according to weight, independent altogether
of guality. It 1s absolutely essential, there-
fore, that quality should command the highest
price.

Also, the commission made recommenda-
tions with reference to taxation and rentals,
and, like the Land Settlement Advisory
Board, it also recommended the averaging of
income. That is absolutely necessary in the
pastoral or any primary industry. We have
our droughts, u«nd it is absolutely essential
that some reserve should be built up to meet
these periods of drought. The commission
also recommended the establishment of abat-
toirs as a public utility for Brisbane. That
is essential in the interests of the people of
Brisbane. It is also essential in the interests
of the industry, and I hope the Government
will give due consideration to the recommen-
dations put forward by the commission,
because they are on sound lines.

There is one matter that I should like to
refer to which has had rather a disturbing
effect, and which, to my mind, is uneonsti-
tutional; that is the action taken by the
Victorian Government in placing a prohibi-
tion upon Queensland chilled beef going to
Victoria. This has had a very great effect
upon Queensland, and will have in future.
It appears that the railway refreshment-roms
in Victoria have been instructed not to use
Queensland chilled beef, and that means a
- sum of £20,000. I am pleased to hear that
the Premier has had a wire from the Vie-
torian Government in regard to the opera-
tion of that restriction. Their action
appears to me to be most un-Federal in spirit
and provincial in outlook, and I hope the
Victorian Government will not persist in that
attitude.

I would also like to refer to the oil policy
of the Government. We all realise what a
wonderful thing it would be if oil were
struck in payable quantities in Queensland.
The Government are justified in giving every
encouragement to companies and individuals
who are prepared to sink their money in
prospecting for oil in this State. Up to the
present they have not been given the encour-
agement which they deserve. Boring for oil
is very expensive, and no one can say when
or where oil is going“to be got. Socientists
can give some indication as to the character
of country and the most likely places to bore,
but they cannot say where the oil is. We
have to depend on people who are prepared
to put their money into sinking for oil. The
Government are not giving évery encourage-
ment possible, because they are charging the

highest rates on machinery and casing
required by these companies. If oil 1s struck
in the State the Government secure a

royalty of 125 per cent.; and it is in the
interests of Queensland that tariff conces-
sions should be given to oil prospectors in
Queensland.

The SecreraRY FOR MiINES: The Federal
Government are responsible for this high
tariff.

Mr. BELL: The Federal Government
should be approached for assistance in the
direction of granting a rcbate of duties on
machinery and casing which cannot be manu-
factured in this country. At one period the
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Commonwealth Government offered a reward
of £50,600 for the discovery of oil; but it
is muech more important that the oil pros-
pector should be encouraged before he strikes
oil, because after he has struck oil the
£50,000 will not be of so much importance.
If they had the assistance in the beginning of
their operations they would be better able
to carry on the work of prospecting.

There are other matters which I could
mention, but after so many hon. members
have spoken on this want-of-confidence
motion 1t is very hard to break new ground.
The Government are open to condemnation
for mnot solving some of the difficulties in
which Queensland is placed to-day, and the
Leader of the Opposition was quite justified
in launching his motion, because, if not
carried, it will certainly draw the attention
of the electors of Queensland to the position
we are in . It is high time that we had a
change of Government, and I think the elec-
tors of Queensland are only looking for an
opportunity to get that change.

OrposiTion MEwMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis): 1 desire to
join with other hon. members in expressing
my vregret at the loss that has occurred
through the death of two hon. members who
passed away during the recess—the late hon.
member for Stanley and the late hon. member
for Mitchell. Both gentlemen were of an
amiable disposition and acquisitions to this
House. Both were exceedingly earnest in
their opinions, and always freely expressed
them. I am satisfied that their death is a
loss to the House and to society generally.

I would like to congratulate the hon.
member for Mitchell, first, upon his speech
in moving the adoption of the Address in
Reply, and then upon the fact that he has
entered this Chamber. He is one of the
oldest members of the Labour Party, and has
always possessed & keen sense of duty. I
knew him during the period when hardships
rather than kindnesses were the experience of
those who advecated the cause of Labour,
and he was one of those who bore a full
share of the burden. It is a privilege to
meet him in this Chamber, where I know he
will carry on the good work in the interests
of the masses of the people for whom he has
always stood .

I have been interested in the remarks which
have been made on this amendméht moved by
the Leader of the Opposition, and I have
listened with a good deal of amusement as
well as interest to the statements made by
members on the other side. They have given
us a thousand and one reasons why this Go-
vernmept should not sit on this side of the
House.; They have told us that unemploy-
ment is the result of the land tax, They have
told us that unemployment is the rvesult of
short hours and high wages. Indeed the
general tenor of their remarks has been to
this effect: ** We are in favour of increasing
the hours and reducing the wages of the
worker.” Only this time last year the hon.
member for Oxley conveyed to this House
the sentiments of hon. members oppesite in
this regard when, in reply to the hon. member
for Gregory, he made the following re-
mark :—

“Tt 18 not corrcet to say that
criminate introduction ' of immiy:
here is the cause of unemployment. In
my opinion, the finest thing that could
happen to Queensland to-day would he

indis-
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to dump 500,000 people on her shores to
break down all the artificial conditions
which exist here.” ©

To that Opposition members said, * Hear,
hear I’ Following that, to show that the
hon. member for Oxley was not alone in
expressing the opinion of lLon. members on
the other side in this matter, the hon. member
for Windsor made these remarks in regard
to thosc of the hon. wsember for Gregory
about PFmmigration—

* The hon. member knows that what I amn
saying 1s perfectly true, snd that our
suffering is not due in any way to the
‘action of the Prime Minister in bringing
migrants to the State. I claim that, if
there is one big Australian in Australia
to-day, it is the present Primc Minister,”
And Opposition members again said, “ Hear,
hear!”

Mr. MAXWELL: Quite so o that.

Mr. CARTER : Evers hon. member on the
other side, when spealking on the question of
unemployment, has told this House that what
he wants is a lower wage—at least if they
have mnov said so, thsy have iImplied it.
(Opposition dissent.) Only ‘yesterday the
hon. member for Cooroora made it quite
clear what was in the minds of hon. mem-
bers opposite—that is, those of them who have
anything in their minds. The hon. member
said that the mining industry could not be
carried on because the wages were too high
and the hours too short. The houn. member
for Murilla, who is one of the recognised
leaders on the other side, was quite bold in
making his statement. I have a very great
personal liking for him, but I do not agree
with his opinions,

The hon. member made it quite clear that
the policy of hon. members opposite is a
reduction of wages.  (Opposition dissent.)
The how. member for Oxley has not betrayed
the Oppositicn.  Ile has probably pulled
the curtain away from the skeleton, and
allowed us to see what is in the minds of
hon. members opposite. The hon. member
for Fassifern sald that the policy of the
Opposition is to give the public a square
deal. Every confidence man tells us that.
A confidence man is a most plausible indi-
vidual, He says that you should have the
fairest deal in the world; that, if you back
this horse, it is sure to win, and so on.
Hon. members opposite have not proclaimed
it straight out, but by inference they bave
indicated that their policy would be a reduc-
tion of wages and an incrcase in hours.
Several of them have made it quite clear
that they believe that, if wages were reduced
and hours increased, there would be more
cmployment and more production; but it
does net scem to occur to them that, if
vou raduce the purchasing power of the con-
saumer, he must consume less, It is para-
doxical to believe that vou can increase
production by reducing the consuming power
of the people who use those products. Yet
hon. members opposite tell us, and try to
tell the people through “ Hansard,” that the
only way to make the country prosperous
is to reduce the consuming power of the
people who consume in Aunstralia what is
produced in Australia. That is their logic.
The hon. member for Oxley made it quite
clear that in Great Britain wages were less
than half what they are here, indicating
that 1t was his desire to bring sufficient
niigrants here to reduce the wages and the

@
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standard of living to what existed in Greac
Britain. I am sorry for the people of Greas
Britain, I should like to sce them enjoying
better conditions and better times, The
hon. member for Oxley—the Opposition claim
that he has not said anything unkind about
them-—must be recognised as one of the
mouthpieces of the Opposition, and one of
the most cloguent of their mouthpieces has
indicated the policy of the other side, and,
#3 the hon. member for Gregory said, the
hkon, member for Oxley says exactly what he
thinks. That is the position with regard
to the Opposition. One hon. member oppo-
ite says that unemployment is the result
of land taxation; another claims that unem-
ployment can be reduced by bringing
£00,000 people here; ancther claims that
vnempleynient can be reduced by inereasing
hours and decreasing wages. They claim
that. if wages were lower, the country would
Le more prosperous and more people would
be employed. The whole thing is paradoxi-
cal, and almost too stupid to be worth dis-
cussing.  They have told us that the legis-
lation introduced hy this Government has
assisted to create the present bad condition.

Although hon. members opposite claim
that conditions are bad in this State, in other
States they arve infinitely worse. I can sup-
port that statement bcth by reading and
by personal cbservation. I fake the oppor-
tunity of going to the other States and
inquiring personally into the conditions, mix-
ing with the people, talking to the people,
and ascertaining something of what is going
on 1n those States; and I have not the
slightest hesitation in saying that things
are more prosperous in this State than they
are in any of the other States. We have a
lower percentage of unemployment. We
hkave a constant ingress of population from
the other States. You would look in vain
amongst the body of idle people in the other
States to find a Queenslander; but you would
not look in vain here to find men from other
States.  Our labour market is Hooded with
men from the other States.

Iion. merahers on the other side have said
that our legislation has not had any good
effect. Tet me quote what some of their
supporters have said. I have one statement
showing some of the advantages of the legis-
lation introduced by this Glovernment in the
interests of the primary producers, and I
speak as one representing a primary produc-
ing electorate, so I can speak with some
foree and truthfulness. I am returned in a
farming electorate by people who are satisfied
with the legislation of this party and with
my represcntation of that electorate. It
cannot be said that attempts have not been
made to wrest my seat from me, because
last election not only was a Nationalist repre-
sentative put up against me, but also a
hircling of the Nationalists who styled him-
self Labour Hon members opposite know
pevfectly well that this man did not have a
cent, or, to quote his own words “a brass
razoo,” and he could not run an election on
nothing.

Mr. Moore: You know that the meat
workers’ union found the funds for him.
Mr. CARTER: They did not do so.
Mr. Moorn: Thesr did.
ir. CARTER : The peopls of my electorate

withsteod all these attempts to displace me,
because, as an intelligent body of primary
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producers, they were satisfied with my repre-
sentation and with the legislation passed by
the Government in their interests. Why were
they satisfied? In answer to that let me
quote a statement made by Mr. Jamcs
Purcell, the chairman of the Butter Pool
Joard, who we know is a supporter of the
Cpposition. I do not mention this fact out
of any disrespect to him, for I hold him in
the very highest respect. I consider that no
Detter man could hold the pesition of chair-
man of the Butter Pool Board. He is a
capable farmer and a good citizen. Mr.
Purcell, without desiring to boost this party,
made this statement at the dairy farmers’
conference in Melbourne in January last—

““ Active co-operation of all branches of
the influstly was necessary. The three big
producing States must unite. IFederal
legislation was not possible, but State
legisiation should be secured to provide
a pool. There were thirteen pools in
Queensland, all working satisfactorilr.

‘2D, T0 3D. (GAINED,

““ As a result of the pool in Queensland
butter producers received 2d. to 3d. a
pound more than in other States, he said.

¢ Competition in the State was elimin-
ated. and price-cutting prevented by
giving all producers in Quecnsland tlp

same price whether the butter was sold in
Queemland interstate, or in London.”
. According to Mr. Purcell, the producers of
butter-fat in Queensland are better off under
the butter pool than they would be in any
other State in Australia, and receive roughly
1 per owt. more for their butter-fat than
is received in anv other State. That is a
very great compliment to this (Government.
Mr. l’uwe]‘ said there were thirteen pools
operating in Queensland, all of which were

stuccessful. - I am not going to cnumerate
them.

Mr. Moore: What about the canary seced
pool?

Mr. CARTER : The butter producers in my
district ¥ rould vote dead against any can-
didate who informed them that he would
dissolve the butter pool. No Nationalist can-
didate would dare go to the farmers in my
electorate and advocate the abolition of th-
pool. The hon. member for Aubigny would
not be game to go to his electorate dnrl
advocate the withdrawal of the peanut pool
or the wheat pool. The Prime Minister has
done his best to destroy the peanut industry.
Some twelve months ago I paid a visit to
the Atherton Tableland, and the maize-
growers there assured me that but for the
maize pool the industry in that district would
not be the success that it is to-day.

During a holiday visit to Victoria last
Januarv 1 travelled in various farming
centres, and when I spoke to the people there
about pooling in relation to primary indus-
tries ther were quite interested and “enthusi-
astic, many of them requesting me to furnish
them with copies of the Acts creating legisla-
tion in that regard in Queensland. They arc
satisfied that, if a butter pool operated in
New South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland,
the three States would bring about a state of

affairs that would ensure to the butter pro-
ducer at least the cost of producing his
product.
Mr. Moore: What about the Paterson
scheme?
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Mr. CARTER: As a matter of fact, that
scheme was devised originally by Mr. Delroy,
of this State, and was rejected by Mr. Pater-
son until he was convinced that it would be
of advantage to the farmers to put it into
operation. The Paterson schemo is a Queens-
land scheme, which is only partially success-
ful. I favour the bringing about of a scheme
whorob} New South \Va}es, Victoria, and
Queensland, working in conjunction, could
place the farmer In a position in which he
would reccive the full cost of production for
his product; and no man better deserves that
than the farmer. Hon. members opposite,
when they werc in power, made no attempt
to stabilise the position of the primary pro-
ducers. Even in the sugar industry it
remained for the Labour Party to give the
cans farmer such legislation as would safe-
wuard his interests. (Opposition dissent.)
Hon. members opposite are not game to advo-
cate the repeal of the legislation creating the
(J\mlal Sugar ("fane Prices Besrd. They do
not like my saying that they made no attempt
to place the farmers in a satisfactory posi-
tion, whereas the farmers of Queensland are
satisfied that our Govermment have done
something in that direction. An attempt was
made In Vietoria to introduce a butter pool.
The Assistant Minister for Agriculture in
Vietoria had very grave doubfs as to the
result of pool legislation if introduced. In
the Melbourne *“ Argus” of 3lst January,
1928, we find the following:—

“ The Assistant Minister for Agricul-
ture (Mr. Cain) said on Saturday that he
believed that as a result of the pool in
Queensland producers there had benefited
considerably. Owing to the attitude of
the Legislative Council, however, it
seemed impossible to pass legislation of
that kind in Victoria. That was indi-
cated by the manner in which the Legis-
lative Council had treated the two milk
Bills introduced by the Ministry and the
Farm Produce Agents Bill. The milk
Bills were intended to help milk pro-
ducers, and the Farm Produce Agents
Bill had been specifically designed to pro-
teet  producers  against umcrupulous
“wents many of whom were evading the
o\1st1ng law. The Minister would con-
sider the question of introeducing legisla-
tion on the lines suggested by “the con-
ference.”

It is quite safe to say tbat in Victoria, where
a Labour Gowv. Jrnment is now in ofhce an
endeavour will be made to introduce such
legislation; and it is also safe to say that the
members of the Legislative Council in Vie-
toria, voicing the same opinions as hon. mem-
bers in opposition here, will make a decided
t'fort to prevent the passage of that legisla-
ion

[4.30 p.m.]

Hon. members of the Legislative Couneil
are not representatives of the Government
there, but represent the same opinions as hon.

members c'ﬁmg on the other side in this
Chamber. . Cain said he was quita satis-
fied they ?“m.lr‘ not get measures through

which would be of benefit to the farmer
because they had already blocked some and
viere strong cnough to bleck them again.
Therefore you can see quite well that in “that
State, although they have a Labour Dremier,
they have not the power to pass the neces-
sary legislation, which is blocked by people
who hold the same opinions as hon. membeors

.



Address in Reply.

opposite. T remember how various measures
for the benefit of the primary producer that
were brought forward in this House were
fought to the bitter end by hon. members on
the other side. I recollect, when a Bill was
brought in to provide for a wheat pool, that
the hon. member for Warwick and others in
this Chamber made a very bitter stand
against it.

Mr. G. P. Barxes: Your statement is abso-
lutely untrue. I challenge you on that. I
took a leading part in that matter.

Mr. CARTER: When the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Organisation Bill was introduced into
this House the hon. member said it savoured
of Sovietism. What Act has becn more
wieful to the primary producers of Quesns-
land than the Primary Producers’ Organisa-
tion Act? It has at least put these pcople
on their feet. It has at least taught them
how to conduct their own affairs. No indus-
try has been better conducted than the pool-
ing and th= handling of wheat by the farmers.
The farmer, given the opportanity, will
handle kis own product satisfactorily with
profit to himself and all thoze interested. We
have been told by hon. members on the other
side that our legislation Las been injurious to
the primary industries and that secondary
industries have declined. Whilst in Ael-
bourne I was very interosted in reading an
article by Mr. Yarwood in the “ Argas” of
4th Januvary last. Mr. Varwood is a writer
of some imyortance. Ile has just returned
from the old country, and evidently in this
article he was quoting from the Clommon-
wealth statistics in regard te produciion in
Australia, and gave the number of persons
employed in the different States in the rural
industries. He is a bitter opponent of
Labour, yet in making this statement, as
our opponents are sometimes liable to do, he
unconsciously praised the Labour Governmont
of Quecnsland. These are the figures he
gave—

NuMBER EMPLOYED IN RURAL INDUSTRIES.

—_— 1910. ’ 1926. | Increase.
! L Y R
New South Wales | 134,342 137,300 ‘ 2,958
Victoria .. .. 154,031 117,183 | *36,848
South Austraha.. | 54,966 41,765 | *13,201
‘Western Australia 24,588 37,099 i 12,511
Queensland 58,169 79,668 | 21,499
* Decrease.

That has occurred during the greater part
of the period the T.abour Party have been
in office. During those thirteen years there
was an increase in thres States only—New
South Wales, Western Australia, and Queens-
land—while in Victoria and South Australia
—two primary-producing States which are
well cultivated—there was a falling away.
There has been no decrcase in production
under the legislation of Labour in Queens-
land during the years mentioned. That
should be suffictent cvidence to satisfy hon.
members opposite that we have donc some-
thing for the primary producers,

We sre told by hkon. mermber. opposite
that our high taration is the cause of unem-
ployment. The cffect of tavation depends
upon its incidence. We all know how
intevested the Tories are in taxation. We
were told by people of the same political
colour as the Bavin Government of New
South Wales that thines would be better in
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that respect when that Government came:
into office. I have here a cutting from the
* Courier ’ of 20th August with regard to
taxation on preducts. This is a method which
hon. membevs opposite would adopt, as they
would say, in the interests of the people:
generally—
“ Hobart, 19th August.

“ Advice of a disturbing nature has
been received in Tiobart from the
Associated Agents in Sydney. In a.
message to the Premier (Mr. J. McPhee)
the president of the Associated Agents
indicates that it is the intention of the
New South Wales Government to ask
the agents to furnish returns of produce
and fruit sold for two years on account
of Tasmanian growers, for purposes of
inccine taxation. Five per cent, on the
gross sales is to be considered the
income, and the tax is to amount to
9d. in the £ up to £250, thence increas-
ing to 3s. in the £. The Premier has
obtained a report from the Commissioner
of Taxes (Mr. ¥. I. Downe) and 1is tak-
ing up the matter immediately with the
New South Wales Government. Tas-
mania is at present taxing goods brought
into the State and sold by mainland
firms, all States having power to do
so under their own Acts. Hitherto Tas-
manian producers have not been taxed
for commodities sent to the New South
Wales markets. 1f the proposed tax
becomes an accomplished fact it means
that the New South Wales grower will
be protected to the extent of the tax
rate per case on his apples, while the
Tasmanian grower will have to pay
income tax in Tasmania, and also on
the sales of his produce in New South
Wales.”

ITon. members opposite, if in power, would
bring in exactly the same kind of legislation
ax the Premier of New South Wales, who
propeoses not only to tax the people in his
own State but to tax the primary producer
in Tasmania to the tune of 9d. in the £1 up
to £250, thence increasing to 3s. in the £1.
That is how friends of hon. members oppo-
site regard the primary producer. In the
past the primary producer was their great
rileh cow. What the agents left him, their
Governments took from him by a poll tax
or some other method. Ilon. members oppo-
site are tryving to tell the farmers that, if
they go to the country, they will give him
a square deal. Was it a square deal to tax
the unfortunate fruitgrowers of Tasmania not
only in that State but also in New South
Wales? That is the attitude taken up by
kon. members opposite.

Hon. members opposite made a great song
of the land tax, which they regard as the
most injurious of all. Ig it injurious to the
farmer? Not a bit of it. The farmer in
this State doecs not pay a land tax. The
city men pay it, and hon. members opposite
represent those wealthy interests which find
the funds to assist them to get back to Par-
Hament. Naturally they regard the land
tax as = most iniurious tzx. I regard the
iand tax as not a tax but an economic rent.
Tt is rovenue derived from the value created
by the whole of the people. Take, for
mstance. an arca of ground like that upon
which the ‘“Courier” building stands. In
1561 the ¢ Courier” black was sold for £80,
and to-day. if every brick were razed and
the ground was in exactly the same position

Mr. Carter.}
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as in 1861. when it brought £80, it would
fetch £1,000 per foot. That was sixty-seven
years 4go.

During those sixty-seven years the people
of Quecensland, by borrowing money and
expending their efforts and their money, have
increased the value of the land it stands
upon from £80 for the block to £1,000 per
foot frontage. The whole of that increased
value is, therefore, made by the people, and
not by those who own the land, therefore the
collection of that tax is but the collection
of an cconomic rent in return for the value
brought about by the efforts of the people.
I do not say that, if we were freed from
freehold, that amount would be put upon ir,
but I am satisfied that, if it carried that
amount, it would only be making a just
return. Land tax is not a tax on the people,
but a collection of that amount of value
which properly belongs to the people who
created it.

I regard unemployment as probably the
most important question that can be discussed
by any Parliament in the world. To my
mind 1t is a very vital question, and, as
unemployment is constantly occurring, and
there seems to be no definite way of check-
ing it, some form of inquiry should be made
as to what should be done. We are all
agreed that land is the primary source from
which all wealth is drawn. That being so.
all obstacles to the accessibility of land and
all obstacles in the way of the distribution
of the produce of the land are causes of
unemployment. I shall deal with that phase
of the question a little later. The fact that
land under freehold tenure is in the hands of
private individuals and, therefore, gives them
the opportunity of imposing a burden on the
production and distribution of wealth reaily
means in many cases that it costs nearly
as much to distribute the fruits of the soil
as to produce it. In a little fruit shop in
Brunswick strect just opposite to where I
am living we have an example. It is an
arca with a frontage of about 16 feet, with
a building on it in such a state of disrepair
that sooner or later it will have to be pulled
down; yet the owner of that site is in a
position to compel the tenant to pay a rent
of £14 and a rate of £4 5s. a week, so
that every evening before he can take any-
thing out of his business he has to take £3
for rates and rent. A burden is thereby
imposed on the people, a tax upon the
usable land, and the consumer is burdened
with a cost which does not benefit the pro-
ducer. If the tax is got in the form of rent
to the Crown, then the user is relieved of
other forms of tax: but this private owner
who_contributes nothing to distribution or
production, who gives nothing for it, collects

a day, or £14 a week, from the selling
of that fruit. That cost of £2 has to be
placed on the consumer for the fruit sold
in that shop. On top of that come the rates.
Naturally. the Council takes rates for the
value which they have created. They say,
“ We have lighted your city. We have fur-
nished vou with water. We have furnished
you with a sewerage system. We have given
you streets and pavements which can be
used by vou and your customers, and for
these facilities we are going to charge you
£4 5s. a week.” If that land belonged to the
Government or the Council, they would not
need to collect the £4 5s., because they would
take the economic rent which justly belongs
to them. 1 justify the collection of the rate
-by the Courncil, but the owner of the property

[Mr. Carter.
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has ¢reated nothing and given nothing. Yet
he takes £14 every week for the use of that
piece of ground. That is evidence that con-
siderable obstacles are thrown in the wav of
distributing the produst of the land. so that
the charges on the sale of fruit in Brisbane
are actually greater than the cost of produc-
tion and railage fo the city. There is no
doubt about that.

The question of unemployment is of such
great importance that to my mind it requires
a great deal more consideration than we
have given to it. When we are looking for a
rowedy we should inquire as to the cause of
the malady, and I think the matter is deserv-
ing of a great deal of consideration. I know
of no bet‘er method of inquiry than by going
to older countries, particularly the countries
from which our forefathers came, and make
tnquiries there. I know of no country the
cconomic history of which is more interesting
than that of Great Britain. In following
the history of Great Britain and Ireland,
one ascertains that there was a period in
the history of Great Britain and Ireland
when there was no unemployment. Indeed,
vight up to about the middle or towards
the end of the fifteenth century thers
were no unemploved in Great Britain. It
15 true that conditions were tending towards
the period when there would be unem-
ployment. I commend to hon. members oppo-
site quite a number of economic works on
the historyv of Great Britain, amongst them
Thorold Rogers’ “ Six Centuries of Work
and Wayges.” During the Saxon pertod,
owing to the condition of those who lived
upon the Iand. unemployment was entirely
unknown. although the nse of the land was
somewhat interfered with after the Norman
Conquest, when the feudal system was intro-

~duced. Still the people of Great Britain con-

tinued to usc the land al:nost without inacces-
sibility right up to the end of the fiftecenth
century. Prior to that there was a steady
cuclosure of land going on. The people were
fully entitled to use the land, with some
iraccessibility, but no grcat Inaccessibility,
that is the owners, the greater people amongst
them, were In a position to demand some of
their efforts, but not to such an extent as to
interfore materially with the people making
a living from the land as an evidence of the
evil effects of the enclosure of lands pre-
viously the common rights of the people.

I should like to refer to a piece of legisla-
tion introduced during the reign of Richard
ITI. This should be interesting as giving some
indication of the causes of unemployment.
Prior {o that there had been no such thing
as freehold in land in Great Britain, but
about that time they began to take lump sum
commutations instead of service or rent. 1
propose to quote portion of a speech delivered
by the Lord Chancellor. John Russell. who
opened the first Parliament of Richard TI1.
in 1483, This is a very significant statement—

“ And yet, be he never so great. if
by his deing this body (the English
people) falleth in decay, as we sec dayly
it doth by enclosures and emparking, by
driving away of tenants and letting down
of tenanteries; and yet, that is most to
be sorrowed, by unlawful assemblies and
insurrections, putting not only the people
but also the nobles to extreme jeopardy
and veril of life and limb whereby the
country is greatly depeopled.”
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That statement was made at a time when
unemployment was commencing in Great
Britain, and the Lord Chancellor of the day
was wise enough to realise that steps should
be taken to protect the people on the land.
and he introduced this measure to safeguard
the users of the land in Great Britain. The
law was more or less ineffective, and en-
closures in sreas that belonged to the people
continued. TLords and others, by dishonest
practices, took the land from the mass of the
people, and this continued slowly, and then
with greater force until about the end of the
seventeenth century. Coincident with this
enclosure of land, there was evideuce of a
steady increase in unemployment. The people
were driven off the land into the cities.
These citations are very valuable, as .they
give some evidence of what may happen in
the future if the policy of the Opposition
were put into force in this State.

I now' desire to quote another economist of
some 1mportance, and that is the late Karl
Marx. 1 do net necessarily agree with all
his doctrines, but whether one agrees with an
economist or not he always finds some things
in his expressions which mayv be true. Karl
Marx said—

* The starting point of the development
that gave rise to the wage labourer as
well as to the capitlaist was the servitude
of the labourer. The cxpropriation of
the agricuttural producer, of the peasant,
from the soil, is the basis of the whole
process.”’

Karl Marx was clear sighted enough on that
occasion to sce the evil of the expropriation
of the people from the s0il It may be
argued that in a State iike Queensland the
system of land tenure cannot affect the posi-
tion very much, but I have just pointed out
two instances in the city which go to show
that where obstacles are thrown in the wayv of
the use of the land to the detriment of the
people, unemployment results. I am satisfied
that, 1f the land in the cities beloriged to
the jeople, as well as the land in the countrr,
and if the system of perpetual leasehold had
been establiched in Australiz when sctble-
ment was first inaugurated, a betrer state of
affairs would exist to-day. Unfortunately wa
followed the footsteps of older countrics. We
allowed the land to ke frechold, and every
kind of obstacle thrown in the wav of ths
people desiring to use it. In New ‘Zea,lzmd,
the country of my birth, when T was a bow
wheat could be grown and sold profitably in
Australia at 2s. 6d. per burhel. When I was
mn New Zealand four years ago I made
inqurries, and found that wheat to the value
of £1.000,000 was being imported into that
Deminion, which is a country of primary
production. They cannot now grow wheat
in New Zealand under 5s. 6d. a bushel and
make it pay. Why? Because the whole of
the arable land of New Zealand was free.
holded and speculated in years ago, and thus
became over-capitalised.

Mr. Moore: It pays them better to grow
sheep.

Mr. CARTER: The land on Cavlerbury
Plains, where they used to grow wheat, is
now valued up to £160 an acre. Imagine a
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man having te pay £10 an acre per annum
for the use of the soil and i order to live
on it ! There is an obstacle in the way of a
man desirons of growing wheat, the staple
product of the people. In the North Island
land shich could formerly be obtained for
£1 or £2 an acre has now gone up to £160
and £170 per acre, and is leased for £10 an
acre per annum.  In mx bovhood days these
lands were valued at a low figure. The free-
holding of these lands put the owners in a
position to turn the people out of their own
country. It is quite rational to suppose
that, if onc man were allowed to get the
whole of the land in the country, he could
make the whole of the rest of the people
unemployed, and the people should be wise
enough to sec that the unemployment ques-
tion is imextricably interwoven with the land
question.

Mr. Krrgo: Can yon say why in Queens-
land under the perpetual leasehold system
jand settlement is decreasing?

Mr. CARTER: I am satisfied that it is
incrcasing. If the hon. member went away
from the bank of which he is a director and
travelled the country as much as I do, he
would soon find that settlement in Queensland
under the perpetual leasehold system is im-
proving. (Opposition interjection.) If he
went into the Upper Burnett district  he
would be told that they would have no other
system.

My. Bravp: You will find that the people
there want freehold.

Mr. CARTER : That 1s not so.

Mr. BRAND: man wants frechold

tenure,

Mr. CARTER: I know that the sons of
people with whom freechold tenure was
formerly in the nature of a belief are mnow
realising the value of the leasehold system;
but, whether the individuals realise it or not,
the people of Australia should appreciate the
fact that land <dinnot be held in private
hands without causing unemployment. Unem-
ployment is the result of the private owner-
ship of land and the exclusion of the use of
that land by people who ave justly entitled
to it. If the people of Australia set to work
to correct this position, they would realise
that the unemployment problem could to a
great extent be overcome. I do not say that
there are not also minor causes. Mass pro-
duction has been resorted to in industrial
activities by the introduction of machinery.
Hon. members opposite stress the necessity of
the capitalist, who, thry say, cannot be done
without. What is capital? Is it not a pro-
duct derived from land by labour and used
again in the production of more wealth?
People can produce what they require if they
are given the opportunity, and that oppor-
tunity should be afforded them. The greatest
cause of unemployment in this or any other
country is the pernicious system of allowing
people to hold land without putting it to
productive use.

Every

Coming back to the question of lax}d ta{:,
hon. members opposite say that the impeosi-
tion of that tax has been the greatest cause.

Mr. Carter.]
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of unemployment. My answer to that is that
the lack of the collection of the economic
rent of the land is the cause of unemploy-
ment. If people who hold the land out of
use were comvpelled to pay heavily for so
doing, or to hand the land over to people
who would put it to use, I am safe in saying
that unemployment would decrcase. Since a
land tax was imposed many owners of frec-
hold land in the city have ecrected big build-
ings. Hon. members opposite say that the
land tax is passed on by the people on whom
it is imposed; but, if the tax is exacted in
the way it should be, it will cheapen the
tenure of land and cheapen the use of land.
When hon. members opposite tell the pcople
that a tax upon land values is a danger to
the State, an impediment to production, and
the grratest cause of unemployment, they are
talking without any knowledge of economies,
and arc showing clearly that they have not
read any works which would indicate whay
has taken place in oldsr countries. if those
hon. members made a complete study of the
ecconomic state of the older countries, they
would be of a different opinion. unless, of
course, they were swayed by the large money
interests which they represent. I know that
a land tax may be a hardship on some people.
For example, it might be a hardship on the
man who purchased the ** Courier ” block at
£1,000 per foot; but that does not say that
the Government should consider that man.
If one person sells another man’s horse, the
person who owned it would be still entitled
to the horse; and, whilst it would be a hard-
ship on the person who bought the horse
because scme thief sold it to him, it would
not alter the position. That is the position
in regard to the land tax, which should be
imposed to conserve the interests of the
people of this State. I know that hon. mem-
bers opposite are actuated in their objection
to the land tax by the fact that it hurts their
wealthy friends. They know perfectly well
that comparatively few people in the country
pav it; but because some of their wealthy
friends in the city come within the ambit of
the land tax provisions they are up in arms
to protect those people, whose influence and
monetary assistance send them to this
Chamber.

5 p.m.]

We have the ¢ Courier,”” the © Daily Mail,”
and wealthy interests contributing large sums
ol money to assist hon. members opposite—
all taken out of this wealth which ought
to go back to the people. 1 have stated
the case for the land tax quite clearly, and
1 am satisfied that the amendment, based
upon the cvidence brought forward by the
Opposition, is not worthy of consideration,
and I am further zatisfied that, when the
vote is taken, it will not be carried—not
because we have a majority, but because the
majority have the common scnse to under-
stand the situation.

Mr. BRAND (Burrum): 1 beg to move the
adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

Resumption of the debate made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 5.2 p.m.

[Mr. Carter.





