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TUESDAY, 21 AUGUST, 1928. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Vv. Bertram, .Maree) 
took the ohair at 10.30 a.m. 

ACDITOR-GE:c-.rERAL'S REPORTS. 

LOAXS SINKING FUND. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from the Auditor-General of his report on 
the transactions in connection with the Loans 
Sinking Funds of the State for the financial 
year ended 30th ,June, 1928. 

Ordered to be printed. 

QUESTIONS. 

APPLICATIONS BY DrcsTITFTE PERSONS FOR 
RATIONS, 1927-28. 

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. Has he any statistics showing the 
number of applications by destitute 
persons for rations during last financial 
ycar-(a) Residents; (b) tra.vellers? If 
so, what were the numbers of each? 

" 2. Since his answer to my question 
of 25th November last, has the issu9 of 
travellers' rations been discontinued at 
any further police stations? 

" 3. \Vhat are the present instruction~ 
regarding the issue of rations to single 
men?" 

The H0~1E SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford; Mount Jlorgan) replied-

" The information is being compiled." 

NuMBER oF RAILWAY EMPLOYEES CoNVICTED 
AND Dis:viiSSED FOil CERTAIN OFFENCES, 
1923-28. 

Mr. MAXWELL (1'oowong), for Mr. 
W"\RRV:N (lllucrum.ba), asked the Secretary 
for Railways-

" 1. During the past five financial 
years, how many employees have been 
(a) convicted and (b) dismissed for 
offences such as embezzlement, pilfering, 
or fraudulent practices l 

" 2. How manv of such employees 
were subscqueontly rcinstate.d in the ser­
v-ice?'' 

The SECRETARY FC;R RAILvYAYS 
(I-Ion. J. Larcombe, Krppel) replied-

" 1. (a) 38; (b) 48, 
" 2. Three re-employed as manual 

workers. None have been re-employed 
since the year 1926." 

P.H~IENTS BY COi\nro~wEALTH GovERNMENT TO 
STATE GOVERNMENT ON ACCOUNT OF 
PENSIONER IN:I!ATES IN S'rATE lNSTIT11TIONS, 

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Home Secre­
tary-

" Seeing that the Federal GovNnment 
pay to the State Government 10s. 6d. 
per p0nsioner inmate por week, and to 
each inmate 4s. per week, making a 
t<Jtal payment of 14s. 6d., will he request 
his Government to make representations 
t.o the Federal Government to pay the 
balance of lis. 6d. per week to such 
pensionGr inmate?'' 



266 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

The HOME SECRWl'ARY (Hon. J. Stop 
ford, Jl1 aunt Jl1 organ) replied-

" 1\'o. The cost of maintenance per 
inmate is about 17 ·. 6d. per week, and 
representations have been made to Com­
monwealth by all t-he States that the 
balance to co~·or cost of maintenance be 
paid to the State." 

Ino:-~ AKD STEEL CHAINS VsED BY RAILWAY 
DEPART'I!ENT. 

~fr. S\VAYNE (Jiirani): I desire to ask 
the Secretary for Railways if he can answer 
the fo!Jo,, ing questions which I addressed 
!.a him on the 16th instant:-

" 1. 'Vhat quantity of iron and steel 
chains has the Railway D0partment used 
dunng the five year') tenninating on 
30th June last, of the following descrip­
tions :--(a) Crane chain; (b) timber-truck 
cham; (c) chains used for fitting in 
rolling-stock? 

" 2. '\Vhat has been its total cost and 
the price paid per cwt. ? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied-Yes. I 
now table the information. 

"1. (a) 41 cwt. 2 qr.; (b) 320 cwt. 
2 qr.; (c) 577 cwt. 3 qr. 

---------------

'· 2. (rz) Total cost, £98 13s.; average 
price per cwt., 47s. 6.5ld.; (b) total cost, 
£916 ls. lOd.; average price per cwt., 
57s. 2.20d. ; (c) total cost, £1,927 lls. 
lld. ; a Ycrage price per cwt., 66s. 
8.73d." 

FLOUl, BRA:-!, A:o<D POlLARD RECEIVED AT 
WALI,ANGARRA, 1927-1928. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I desire 
to ask ihe Secretary for Railways if he can 
answer the following questions which I 
addressed to him .an the 1st instant-

" 1. Wh.at tonnage of the following 
commodities was received at Wallangarra 
from 1st July, 1927, to 30th June, 1928:­
(a) Flour; (b) bran; and (c) pollard? 

"2. To what railwav cl0stinations were 
such commodities raile.d? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon . .J. LHcombe, Jieppel) replied-Yes. 
I table the information. 

" 1 and 2. The tonnage and destination 
of flour, bran, and pollard sent from 
Wallangarra to Queensland stations 
during the financial year ended 30th 
J uno, 1928, are-

-------- -----

Allora .. 
Bald Mountain 
Ball an dean 
Bell 
Boo,al . . . . 
Brunswick Street 
Bald Hills 
Biggenden 
Bow en 
Babinda 
Bingera . , 
Bundabcrg 
Charters Towers 
Card well 
Cairns .. 
Cunningham 
Crow's Ne~t 
Clifton . , 
Charlcville 
Chinchilla 
Dalby 
Dirranbandi 
Dutton Park 
Feluga .. 
Grantham 
Glen Aplin 
Goondiwindi 
Garradunga 
Gordonvale 
Gympie .. 
Gladstone 
Home Hill 
Helidon .. 
Ipswich , . 
Inglewood 
.Tandowae 
Id era way 
Ingham .. 
Innisfail 
Rillarney 
Lyra .. 
Murarrie .. 
Manly .. 
llfundubbera 
Mackay .. 
Maryborough 
Miles .. 
Mitchell .. 
Nambour 
Nob by 
Oakey 

Flour. 

Tons cwt. qr. 
52 12 0 

12 4 0 
2 0 0 
6 0 0 

1,798 13 0 

12 0 0 
18 0 0 
73 10 0 
54 15 0 

307 4 0 

5 5 0 
216 13 0 

36 0 0 
0 10 0 

13 0 0 
4 3 0 
1 1 0 
7 2 0 
7 12 0 

85 10 0 
54 0 0 

10 . i9 0 
8 0 0 
6 0 0 

13 10 0 
46 0 0 

152 2 0 
9 0 0 

362 0 0 
1 3 0 
6 0 0 
6 0 0 
6 0 0 

699 6 0 
1 0 0 

79 . i1 0 
5 19 0 

1,122 17 0 
694 14 0 

9 2 0 
2 5 0 

Bran. 

Tons cwt. qr. 
2 5 0 

7 11 0 

87 9 0 
10 5 0 

5 10 0 

183 5 0 
27 0 0 

4 9 0 
98 17 0 

1 0 0 
1 10 0 

4 0 0 
3 6 0 

1 0 0 
78 0 0 

1 10 0 
82 12 0 
'0 7 0 

4S 1R 0 
202 13 0 

0 2 0 
6 0 0 

298 1 0 
157 5 0 

37 6 0 
22 0 0 
1 0 0 

Pollard. 

Tons cwt. qr. 
1 10 0 
() il 0 

17 5 0 

53 4 (I 
14 5 () 

2 1 0 

74 8 0 
24 0 0 

2 0 () 
43 2 0 

2 0 0 
2 19 0 

6 16 0 
4 14 0 

3 10 0 
21 0 V 

14 8 0 
35 0 () 

2 2 u 
40 11 0 

0 3 0 

282 2 0 
120 17 u 

14 · iz o 
10 0 0 
11 0 0 
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---- -------·------ ------- -------· -------- -----~ 

Flour. Bran. Pollard. 

Tons cwt. qr, Tons cwt. qr. Tons cwt. qr. 
Proserpine 40 10 0 0 18 0 1 15 0 
Pittsworth 2 0 0 
Rosewood 6 0 0 2 19 0 3 0 0 
Roma 12 15 0 'is Rockhampton 250 8 0 223 0 83 8 0 
Roma Street 2,333 7 0 667 1 0 208 18 0 
South port 6 0 0 
South J ohnstoue· · 144 11 0 31 13 0 4 12 0 
Si!kwood 84 0 0 
Severnlea 0 2 0 
Stanthorpe 179 13 0 87 3 0 52 4 0 
Tully 123 0 0 14 4 0 2 2 0 
Townsvine · 2C3 () 0 116 19 0 37 3 0 
The Summit 0 17 0 5 5 0 3 0 0 
Thulimbah 21 3 0 3 14 0 1 16 0 
Tannymorel 18 0 0 0 6 0 
Toogoolawah 8 0 0 4 0 0 
Too·wooml.Ja 133 12 0 95 16 J 37 5 0 
Woombye 18 0 0 
Walkerston 6 0 0 
Willow burn 12 3 0 26 0 0 
Wacol 2 19 0 2 10 0 
Warra. 3 14 0 10 12 0 
Wrnnum 108 1 0 7 17 0 23 12 0 
Wooloongabba 258 5 0 16 7 0 22 6 0 
Warwick 255 16 0 13 15 0 3 4 0 
·wanora 24 0 0 
Yeulba 1 1 0 

Total :: 110,281 3 0 2,684 12 0 1,349 4 0" 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed :-

Report by the Land Administration 
Board under the Discharged Soldiers' 
Settlement Acts, 1917 to 1926. 

Report by the Land Administration 
Board under the Closer Settlement 
Ads, 1906-1923, as amended by the 
Land Acts _\mendment Act of 1922, 
the Land Acts Amendment Act of 
1924, and the> Land Acts Amendment 
Act of 1925. 

SUSPE:'\SION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 1. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack, 
·Cairns): I bog to move-

" That so much of the Standing Orders 
be suspended as would otherwise prevent 
the irnmediate constitution of Com­
mittees of Supply and Ways and Means, 
the receiving of resolutions on the same 
day as they shall have passed in those 
Committees, and the passing of an Appro· 
priation Bill through all its stages in 
one day." 

Question put and passed. 

RETURN SHOWING DREDGING 
CLAIMS, 1926-28. 

Mr. KING (Logan): I beg to move-
" That there be laid upon the table 

of the House a return showing with 
respect to each dredging claim regis­
tered during the past three years-{a) 
Registered number; {b) district; (c) date 
of registration; (d) names of holders; 
(e) mineral sought; {f) area; (g) 
locality?" 

·Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

Vorg ON ACCOTTNT-£3,900,000. 
~!ESH.\GE FI!Q}f THE GOVERNOR. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from His Excellency the Governor of a 
message recommending that the following 
provision be made on account of the services 
of the year ending 30th June, 1929 :-

From the Consolidated Revenue Fund of 
Queensland (exclusive of the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Loan 
Fund Account) the sum of £2,000,000; 

From the Trust and Special Funds the 
sum of £1,000,000; and 

From the moneys standing to the credit 
of the Loan Fund Account the sum 
of £900,000. 

OPENING or Co~nnTTEE. 
The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack, 

Cairns): Mr. Speaker, I beg to move-
" That you do now leave the chair, 

and the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the \Vhole to consider the 
Supply to be granted to His Majeety." 

Question put and passed. 

CmnnTTEE. 

(Mr. Pollock, Gregory, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. MeCormack, 
Cairns): I beg to move-

"That there be granted to His Majesty, 
on account, for the service of the year 
1928-29, a fu rthor sum not exceeding 
£3,900,000 towards defraying the ex­
penses of the various departments and 
services of the State." 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): The Treas11rPr has 
not stated the length of time that this appro­
priation is required for, but I presume, from 
the amol.\nt of money asked for, it is some­
where about three months. 

The TREASURER : There is no election. 

Mr. 111oore.1 
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J\1r. MOO RE: I was not thinking of that, 
but what I do want to point out is that the 
rate of expenditure is abnormally high. The 
Treasurer has stated that only by extreme 
care and drastic economy can the State's 
finances be restored to a sound position; but 
the whole time the expenditure is increasing 
and increasing·, .and taxation is increasing 
and increa~ing also. 

Mr. C.IRTER: Taxation has not increased. 

Mr. MOO RE: If the hon. member will take 
the. trouble to peruse the taxation returns he 
will see that taxation is increasing. 

Mr. CARTER: The tax is not increasing. 
It is the returns that are increasing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE . You are 
confusing the returns with the incidence. 

Mr. MOORE: I am not doing anything of 
the sort. New avenues of taxation have been 
opened up almost every year, aml more people 
h&ve been brought in every year to pay taxa­
tion. The position is getting most serious for 
the COJ.\ntry. Last year the revenue showed 
at· increase of £570,283, and of that amount 
£475,742 was due to increased taxation. 

The TREASURER : Increased collections. 

Mr. MOORE: Increased taxation in the 
reassessment of taxpayers who had been 
assessed before and the disallowment of deduc­
tions which had been allowed previously. 

The TREASL'RER: Don't you believe in people 
paying the taxation they are entitled to pay? 

Mr. MOORE: Yes, but I do not think they 
are entitled to pay any more. 

The TREASURER: They are not made to pay 
any more. 

Mr. MOORE: The Treasurer may not think 
so 

The TREASURER: I have the decisioi,S of the 
High Court of Australia and the Supreme 
Court to guide me. 

Mr. MOORE : That is only in respect of 
those cases that are decided in court. Those 
decisions do not. affed cases where taxpayers 
pay what is demanded of them rather than 
fa.ce the expense of going to court. The 
Treasurer has admitted that the financial 
position we ha YC got into is due to over­
borrowing; and tho non. gentleman leaves the 
impression, after one listens to him, that he is 
not responsible. He has been a member of 
the Cabinet practically during the whole thir­
teen years the present Government haYe been 
it. office, during the whole of which period 
to·rowing and taxation have increased and 
increased. Ho is just as much to blame for 
the position as eYcry individual member of 
the party. During i ho time he has been 
Premier the public debt of the State has 
increased by £9,478.204. 

The TREASURER : There h11s been a decrease 
in the 1·ate of borrowing. 

2\!fr. MOORE: The increase in th<> annual 
interest bill in that period has been £584,717, 
and the decrease in the receipts irom works 
and "ervices in the same period has been 
£485,470. It all goes to show that all the 
time we arc continually spending i:Jorrowed 
Ir.oney and not receiving an adequate return 
for it. That policy is having a detrimental 
e!fect on production, and is incrca,ing taxa­
tiOn. 

The TREASURER; Just tell me where I can 
reduce expenditure, and I will not only give 

[Mr. Moore. 

consideration to it, but I will share the crediL 
with you. 

Mr. MOORE: The Treasurer suggested the 
other da;~· that, if he could cut the railway 
losses by £1,000,000, he could reduce taxation 
by 25 per cent. 

The TREASURER: Quite true. Tell me how 
to do it, and I will do so. Shall I cut some of 
that la's by closing some of the non-paying 
country sections of railway? 

Mr. MOORE: One way in which I suggest 
tl::ose losses can be cut is by refraining from 
L:.rgely increasing the staff in election year­
not put on. 4,679 additional employees at 
election time and sack 2,317 of them after­
wards. 

Mr. RoBERTS: And not f,'lVO the railway 
men a holiday on election day. 

Mr. MOORE: I suggest that as one way of 
reducing the losses. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is not 
a correct statement. It is a deliberate false­
hood. 

l\fr. MOORE: Hon. members have year by 
year asked the hon. gentleman questions 
relative to the number of employees engaged 
in railway construction and upon the staff. 
H the hon. member will go through these 
rtturns, he will find that our statements are 
correct. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR RAILWAYS: You will see 
that in that election vear there was a l'ecord 
tonnage carried. · 

Mr. MOORE: I shall see nothmg of the 
sort. I do know that in each election year 
there has been a huge increase in the staff 
which has diminished in the following year. 
That is one direction in which the Govern­
ment might give consideration. 

Referring to the income tax, there, too, 
is an extraordinary state of affairs. 

The TREASURER: That is an extraordinary 
statement to make. It is not correct. 

Mr. J\IOORE: The hon. gentleman gave 
the figures the other day. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR AGRICULTURE: You are 
only quoting the "Telegraph." 

Mr. MOORE: 
returns tabled in 
connection there 
this year. 

I am quoting fro.m the 
this House. Even m that 
are two different returns 

'l'he TREASURER: Do you not know ths 
difference? 

Mr. MOO RE: At different times I have 
asked for a return of the persons employed 
in the railway service, and these returns have 
shown that each election year there is n 
huge increase in the staff-not on construction 
work, but on the permanent staff-and a 
diminution in the year following the election 
year. In 1926 approximately 4,700 more 
persons were employed in the Railway 
Department-not on construction work-and 
i:1 the following year 2,817 men wore dis­
missed. These figures can be proved by a 
perusal of " Hansard." The hon. gentleman 
knows perfectly well that ever since 1916 
until the present time there has been a big 
increase in the staff of the Railway Depart­
ment during an election year and a reduction 
in the following year. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is a 
falsehood. 
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::\Ir. MOORE: It is easy to prove. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is not 

easy io prove. Take the employees per mile 
{Jf -fail' ay. 

Mr. JUOORE: I am not talking abou' 
!'mployces per mile of railway. I am talking 
about the aggregate number of men employed 
iu the railway service during an eledion year 
as compared with other times. 

The SEC'RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Irrc··pective 
of tho tonnage or mileage? 

Mr. iHOORE: Why ie it that in 1926 there 
were 4,679 additional men put on to the staff 
of the railways? 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: Because there was an 
election. 

Mr. }•IOORE: \'.'hy is it that in the follow· 
ing year 2,817 men were dismissed? 

The SE.RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhy did 
your party dispense with the services of oYer 
J ,500 men? (Opposition dissent.) 

l\fr. }1[00RE: Last year there was a 
greater tonnage curied than previously, yet 
there were less men employed. 

\,Yhen the present Government assumed office 
in 1915 the total debt of Qucensla,nd was 
£56.869.000. 

The TREAScRER: Get a bit up to date. 

Mr. MOORE: I am getting up to date. 
Up to the end of last year the de':Jt totalled 
£112.000.000, and we haYe approximately 
£57.000.000 of loan rnonev invested in 
C]_n':'nnc:lnnt~ ur~i~~ ~::; ::::::::: :-::;;:;.:.::.:;_:.::.:..s v.::.J.o pGHU,J 

o! mterest. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Due to 

the loss on branc~ lines which your party 
approved of when m power. 

i\lr. JI100RE: Hon. members opposite have 
been building railways evf'l' since they came 
1ntu power, and now thev protoN! that some· 
one else is responsible. · 

The TRE \ScRER : \V c take our full share of 
responsibility for railways built, particularly 
the :\" orth Coast line. 

J\Ir. 1IOORE: I want the Treasurer to take 
the ful_l responsibility for the huf;c over. 
borrowmg that has gone on m Queenoland 
during the last thirteen years. 

The TREASURER: I am no more likelv to 
take _it than you will accept respons; l:nlity for 
the statements of the hon. member for Oxlcy. 

1\Ir. MOORE : The hon. gentleman has 
b<ccn a member of the Cabinet during nearlv 
all of that time, and he must accept hio share 
·Of the responsibility. . It is no good his 
standmg aloof and saymg that Queensland 
~as spent too much loan money and that that 
" the reacon why we are in the unfortunate 
position that we are in to.·day. 

One thing to which I draw attention is the 
taxation that is necessarily impose-d owing 
to these losses; and, looking at it from one 
point of view, I find that, accord;ng to thB 
report of the Commissioner of Taxes, only 
543 fa rmcrs (all classes except cane farmers) 
paid income tax out of a total number of 
approximately 39,000. Only that small 
:mmber of far_mers is in a _position to pay 
mcome tax owmg to the artificial conditiOns 
imposed by this Government. 

Mr. HYNER: Members of your side of the 
Chamber said definitely last year that they 
favoured a rural award. 

Mr. MOORE: It would be possible to 
remove many of those difficulties oy a r<:>dUe· 
tion in taxation. 

Tho TREASURER: You aro a ''low wage" 
party. 

Mr. ?.100RE : I do not believe in low 
wages, but what I do say is that, before you 
put an artificially high wage on an industry, 
you have to make it possible for that industry 
to pay. 

The TREASURER: We did not put it on. 

Mr. MOORE: Of course the hon. gentleman 
put it on. 

The TREASURER : The Board of Trade and 
Arbitration put it on. 

1\lr. MOO RE: The Board of Trade and 
Arbitration did not have any jurisdiction over 
these rural industries until the Labour 
Government gave it the power. 

The TREASURER : Why should the poor beggar 
working in the country be denied the wages 
provided by law? 

Mr. MOO RE: Why should the poor beggar· 
in the country have been denied those rights 
for ten years? Because the Government 
recognised that it was economically impossible 
for the rural industries to pay those wages, 
and before they brought those industries 
under the award they should have made it 
possible for them to pay. But nothing has 
been done to put them in a position to be 
able to pa0 award rates. Last year we 
had the Secretary for Agriculture talking 
about a g-uaranteed nrice for maize. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT<:RE: You are 
ridiculous. 

Mr. MOORE: It was shown how ridiculous 
he was in the cold light in this Chamber. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTU!\E: You had 
to withdraw an alleged quotation from a 
speech of mine before. I challenge you to 
produce the statemciJt you now make. 

Mr. MOORE: I gave it to the hon. member 
for Cunningham. He has got it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You 
produce it. 

Mr. MOORE: I want to get a little further 
in regard to this question of taxation. 
Although only 543 farmers out of 11,860 made 
sufficient to pay income tax, 3,729 of those 
farmers lmve to pay £31,866 in land tax. If 
you take dairy farmm·s and fruit farmers, 
only 242 of them paid income tax, amounting 
to £3,945, but 764 of them had to pay a 
land tax of £4,895. Does that not show that 
the Government are getting the taxation 
combed down pretty fine when they tax to 
that extent a class of people who are endea· 
vouring to develop the State and increase 
production? 

The TREASURER: The city business interests 
have to pay your freights and fares. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman does 
not knoyv what he is talking about. Does 
not the man outside have to pay freight upon 
the goods he purchases in the city, and also 
pay the down freight on his own products? 
If the producer sells a ton of maize grown 
at Wallangarra, does he get any higher price 
because extra freight has to be paid? The 
Treasurer knows that the producer pays the 
freight both ways-on what he produces and 
on what he purchases. 

The TREASURER : Who makes good the loss 
on the carriage? 'rhe city taxpayer. 

Mr. Moore.] 
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Mr. MOORE: The general taxpayer-not 
the city taxpayer; and the general taxpayer 
is the individual farmer who to-dav has to 
pay land tax, although he does not make 
sufficient money to pay income tax. 

The TREASURER: If vou can come to an 
agreement on this in your own party, I shall 
be satisfied. 

;y1r. MOORE: We are in agreement on 
this matter. There is not one member on 
this side who bolien1s that a man who does 
not make sufficient to pay income tax should 
bo compelled to pay land tax. 

All the time the hon. gentleman is preach­
ing about the extra cost to Queensland, and 
about the difficultY he has to meet the 
increased interest, and all the time the posi­
tion is getting worse and worse as is indicated 
by the following table:-

I~TEREST CHARGED ON 

1915 
1924-25 
1925-26 
1926-27 

REVENUE. 
£ 

267,852 
2,461,118 
2,691,853 
2,855,602 

The interest charged is increasing year by 
year, shohing that the services on which loan 
money is spent are failing to respond, and 
more and more ingenious syst<·ms have to be 
devised to drag money out of the pockets of 
the general taxpayer in order to mako up 
the losses that are occurring as a result of 
this misspent loan money, and also on State 
enterprises that are losing such an enormous 
a.rr1ount. The position is getting very serious. 
If we had an expanding revenue, and, owing 
to increase in population and earning power, 
the people were able to pay, it would be a 
different thing. The position to-day is that 
the . Commissioner of Taxes is gradually 
gettmg more and more people under the 
income tax provisions, and has brought in a 
lot who were in arrears in 1926 and 1927. We 
find that the expanding revenue was-

REVENUE PER CAPITA. 

1923-24 
1924-25 
1925-26 
1926-27 

£ s. d. 
16 11 1 
17 16 10 
18 2 4 
18 6 1 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW".YS: Give the 
Federal taxation and the taxation in other 
States. 

Mr. MOORE: I am taking the taxation in 
Queensland per head of population, which 
is one of the vital taxes. If I could find 
that some of the taxation in this State was 
being used for the advancement of industries 
or to enable people to start industries-if 
the credit of this State was used to establish 
or extend industries-it would be all right. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: "What about 
the Tully sugar-growers? 

Mr. MOO RE: Does the hon. gentleman 
not understand that a co-operative sugar-mill 
is one of the primary industries? Does he 
not understand that we have been endeavour­
ing to get that system extended to secondary 
industries throughout the State. but we have 
been turned down every time? We do not 
count the cheese and butter factories, because 
they come under a special Act which gives 
them that power, but that Act does not 
extend to other sections of production. The 
credit of the State could be usefully employed 
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by giving money to people at _a low rate o~ 
interest on condition that they Cither extended 
their industries or developed new under­
takings. 

The TREASURER: We make that provision. 

:Mr. MOORE: There is no provision for it 
under the Act to which I am referring. It 
is a system that might very well be adopted, 
because it would lead to employment being 
given where the money is spent. Under the 
prf".ent system of loan cxpenditurr: we _build 
raihYays, and, as soon as the work IS finished, 
we have to spend more loan money to keep 
men employed. We want to see that, when 
loan money is spent, there is work pronded 
for the people \vithout having to spend mote 
money to keep them in work later 011. The 
Government in Great Britain ha;-o spent 
£163,000,000 in three years for this very 
rmrpose with ver:· beneficial re,ults. They 
have increased the loan appropriation to 
enable operations to be carried on, and that 
is something which would be of great benefit 
to this State. It is a principle which is 
worth investigating to see if something can 
be clone here in that way rather than to be 
continually borrowing money to keep men 
employed. The Treasurer has found that he 
has h;,d to reduce the expenditure of loan 
money. 

The TREASURER: It is unpopular. 

Mr. MOORE : He did not reduce it until 
he could not get the amount he required. 

The TREASURER: I have the money. 

Mr. MOORE: He knows it is not going 
to last indefinitely, and that under the 
Federal Loan Council borrowing will be 
limited. 

The Tm:ASURER: If you come into power 
after the next election you will get the 
benefit of my action. 

:vir. MOO RE: I am glad to hear that; 
but we shall have a lot of things to make 
up for. I am afraid thP balance will 
be altogether down the other way, and 
that the' saving in loan expenditure will be 
far outweighed by the enormous commit­
ments which will be left for us to meet. 
The best Treasurer is the one who can do 
without loan money altogether; but the 
situation is most serious and there is nothing 
in this Bill to make it any better. 

The TR~:.\SURER: You tell me what you 
want. 

Mr. MOORE: I could tell the hon. gentle­
m an a lot of things. 

'I'he TREASURER: But you do not. 

Mr. MOORE: There is, for instance, a 
motion on the business sheet to the effect 
that all public works over £500 in cost shall 
bo carried out by contract. vVhy does the 

priva to individual let his work 
[11 a.m.] by contract? Because h~ knows 

that it is going to pay h1m, and 
because he knows it is going to be cheaper. 
I could say that I would put the railways 
on a proper footing and put them under a 
Commission so that they would be free from 
political influence and would be worked as 
thev ou~ht to be worked. I could say that 
I would"' cut. out State enterprises-cut the 
lot out and be done with them rather than 
have them going on in the way they are 
doing and draining the pockets of the peop]e 
of this State. There are several ways m 
which the situation could be improved. The 
hon. gentleman probably wants me to say 
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that I would cut out widows' pensions, but 
I do not say that. 

The TREASURER : I want you, as leader 
of the party, to give me some idea. 

Mr. ;1,100RE : There are some things 
»·hich are well worthy of consideration as 
means of irnproving the situation. \Ve know 
that in our public works money is being 
wcA.ed tremendously-absolutely thrown 
away. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \I'ORKS: That is 
not true. 

Mr. :V100RE: It is absolutely true. No 
om• can strtnd up against the facts and 
figures which h,we been given in this Cham­
ber. The 2\T inistcr himself has realisc·d the 
necessity for action. \Vhy did he issue a 
proclamation to the effect that the foreman 
of a job should be able to select his own 
labour and carry his meu from job to job 
rather than go on in the old way? Because 
he finds the a eh antage of it. But the fact 
remains that we arc to-day reaping the 
harvest of what has been done in years 
gone by; we aro baying to pay increased 
taxation for interest on m-oney w-hich was 
wrongfully spent. 'We have to consider 
these things. In view of the fact that 
Queensland is suffering under a vast load of 
taxation, \VQ hayc to see if we cannot reduco 
it. The Minister looks round to sec where 
the money is being misspent, and why he 
is not getting sufficient return for it. When 
a, private person or ~ man in business does 
that, and finds where money is being wasted, 
he cuts that particular item of expenditure 
out. The Government, however, merely 
go on in the same old way because it 
happens to be their policy. They say, "We 
are not going to change ; we are going on 
as before.'' T'he Government, for instance, 
expect people to go on the land under the 
perpetual leasehold system when they want 
freehold. 

The TREASliRER: As a matter of fact, 
some of them prefer leasehold. 

Mr. MOORE: We know that it is preferred 
in certain callings, but in the gre'l L me.j ority 
of cases the system is preferred t!Jat· has 
always been preferred-that is, the froohold 
system. The hon. gentleman knows that, if 
h·· wanted to create an enormous demand 
for land over a far wider area than at 
present, he would have to take to freehold, 
by which the people can gel' what thtey want 
-a negotiable security-something they can 
mortgage. That is one thing thaL woulc! 
make the position much easier. There are 
several ways in which the position can be 
improved; but we do not find any suggestions 
in any of these directions accepted by the 
Treasurer. All we find is that the hon. 
gentleman says that there has been Loo much 
borrowing, and that he would reduce taxa­
tion if he could, but he does not see any way 
of reducing it. It is all very well for the 
hon. gentleman to say that, if he could r2duce 
th£ loss on the railways to a certam pomt, he 
v:ould be able to decrease taxation by 25 per 
cent. We all know that. It is no w••e his 
saying, " I could do it if so and so happened; 
but I have reached a dead-end and cannot do 
it," with the result that a lot of the mone.) 
he is collecting is spent in making up the 
loss. That sort of thing is not gomg to help 
us. We must return to a policy that will 
assist us to make the position in Queensland 
better, and make possible greater production 
and increased exports from this country. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. MeCorrnack, 
Cairns) : The Leader of the Opposition has 
covered a good ·deal of ground, but, ns is 
u;ual with him, he has suggested nothing 
definite. 

l\Ir. CLAYTON: He compelled you to rise. 

The TREASURER: The Leader of the 
Opposition has always been very courLeou' to 
me, and, in common courtesy to him, I fool 
obliged to say something in rep!y. The hon. 
gentleman has not indicated in what way he 
would provide an excess of revenue over 
expenditure, l.!nlesc he contemplates a reduc­
tion of the means of paying for Government 
sel'vices in every direction without intimat­
ing how the deficit that will be created is to 
be made good. 

Mr. MooRE: I did not say that. 

The TREASURER: We have had this 
loose talk about reduction of taxation 
indulged in by every Opposition that has ever 
been in a Parliament House. Quite recently 
in New South \Vales we had Mr. Bavin 
fighting an election on an economy campaign. 
I read a number of his speeches, and 
they were similar to the speech the Leader 
ol the Opposition has been making this 
morning. In due course Mr. Bavin 'vas 
returned to power; but what was the result? 
Increased' taxation and a greater loan expen­
diture than Mr. Lang ever contemplated. 
What did ~\fr. Bavin say in connection with 
State enterprises? He said that within 
iwenty-four hours of his return to power 
a\\·ay they wouid go. But what has he 
stated since his return to Dower? "We 
havo to carry them on; 1vo are .. going to carry 
them on." He actually adopted the attitude 
adopted by this Government, that, where tne 
State enterprises were unprofitablfl and could 
be dispensed with, they would be dispensed 
with-quite a Tea"onablo policy-but not dis­
peused with at a 'acri fice. 

Leaders of Oppositions and Opposition 
parties generally-this does not apply to any 
particular party-are always goin;:; to solve· 
these problems until they reach the Treasury 
J·,enches. I have no complaint to find with 
that portion of the criticism of the Leader 
of the Opposition. It is the duty of the 
( 1pposition to tell the public that everything 
the Government do is wrong; and no doubt I 
d.id a little of that mvself when I was in 
opposition. (Laughter.j" Shorn of the neces­
sary " flam" associated with Parliament, 
there is and can be constructive criticism 
aimed at the Government; and, if it is wc11 
directed, it must be taken notice of by the 
Government. 

The Leader of the Opposition dealt with 
the rural workers' award. What on earth 
has the rural workers' award to do with the 
situation 9 Do I understand that the Cotmtry 
Party believe that the man who does the 
labouring work for the farmer is always to be 
a helot-always to be ground down, without 
any chance of advancement or of y;ossc"ing 
some of the better things of life? The hon. 
gentleman does not believe that himself. 
\Vhat is the use of cndeavourinf.: to make 
political capital out of the rural workers' 
award? What value is it to sa7 that those 
people who arc unfortunate er!ongh to be 
rural workers and follow most important 
occupations in the social scheme are fOJ· ever 
to work under the old rate of wages and 
conditions because someone savs that the 
farmer cannot afford to pay any more? It 
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is quite a wrong attitude for the farmer and 
Country Party to take up. Leaving· the 
question out of politics altogether, the man 
who works on the land and the man who 
works for him are as much entitled to thb 
good things of life as the man who works in 
the city in a secondary industry. I do not 
say that the man who works for the farmer 
is worse off than the man who gets a high 
rate of wage in the city. I realise that the 
man on the land and his employees arc not 
subject to the enormous charges that have to 
be borne by the city dweller. There is the 
cost of transport of many things in the crty 
which does not apply in the country; conse­
quently the law recognises the difference. 
But to say that those men should have no 
right of aocGss to the tribunals of the country 
will probably keep the Opposition where it 
now is. Why, the ;-ery clement of funda­
mental just.ice is that we, having established 
a system of wage fixation, every worker 
shall ha vc the right of access to that tribunal. 
The farmer and those who work for him 
have the right to demand from the rest of the 
community a fair share of the prosperity 
which they help to pl'oduce. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Her,r, hear! 

Mr. KELSO: What is the effect to-day of 
the rural workers' awar-d? 

The TREASURER: Any political party 
that is going to build a progmmme on a 
system of industrial sla.-ery in the agricul­
tural industries is not going to succeed. 

JHr. Sr~ER: Can you guarantee the farmer 
a fixed price for his commodity'? 

The TREASURER: People who work on 
tho farms and in the agricultural industrv 
have a right of access to those tribunal:3 which 
Wl' establish. If that ndlt is denied them, 
then we should not allow any person to have 
access to them. 

GOVERNMENT :'llEofBERS: Hear, hPar! 

Mr. SIZER: Do you admit the right of the 
farmer to get a fixed price for his produce? 

The TREASUIU<:R: The hon. member 
knows that what I say is quite true. 

Mr. SIZER: Answer my question 

The TREASURER: 1 am not going to 
ans;c-er any question that the hon menrbn 
likes to put to me. 

Mr. SrzER: That is the crux of the whole 
question. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! Oraer! 

The TREASURER: \Vhen tho hon. mem­
ber is speaking he will not listen to any 
interjections, pertinent or otherwise. There­
fore, he cr~nnot expect iUC to ans·wer hiR 
question. I am not going any further than 
that. I have plainly stated the ca>e in respect 
to rural workers on behalf of this partv; 
and we are quite prepared l-o stand or fall on 
that policy in the farm;ng -districts. 

:\fr. SIZER: You will [all. 

The TREASURER : If we <.lo fall in 
demanding the right of cwry citizen of this 
State to have access to the tribunals of this 
State, then we shall fall in a good cause. 

GovERNliiENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The TREASURER: The Leader of the 
Opposition talks about how much the Govern­
ment have spent. I have never stated that 
the Labour Party have not been as great 
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spenders as their predecessors. I am not 
so foolish as to make a statement which can 
br deuied forthwith. for e.-idenre is at hand 
to dispro.-e such a statement. The hon. 
gontlem<tn is prone to do that. He just 
now said that thr Secretary fm· Agriculture 
was responeiblo for a certain statement. 

Yir. MooRE: It is contained in his own 
pamphlet. N'o. 14. 

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman 
made the statement that the Secretary for 
Agriculture printed a certain thing in a 
pamphlet. 

Mr. MOORE: It is quite true. 

The TREASURER: The Secretary for 
Agriculture says it is not true. 

Mr. MooRE: It is here; we have read it 
out. 

The TREASURER: I leave that to you 
ttnd to him. I know it is not true. Here 
is a statement made on behalf of the Govern­
ment, and it is asserted that the Secretary 
for Agriculture made the statement. Is that 
fair? Is it honest criticism? 

'Hr. DEACON : It was authorised by Lewis 
:\lcDonalcl. 

The TREASURER: The Leader of the 
Opposition says that the Secretary for Agricul­
ture made it. hut no doubt the latter can 
deal vcr~- well with the matter himself. 

::i1r. KmG: Do vou not think it is more 
far-reaching than t'!re statement made by the 
hou. rnPmber for Oxley? 

The TREA!'\URER: Hon. members on the 
other side make these inaccurate, loose state­
ment., and then wonder why the people do 
not. believe them when they make other 
statements. 

Loan expenditure in Australia has gone 
beyond a reasonable limit, and expenditure 
by all Gov<'rmnonts in Australia will have 
to bP curtailed. Is there anything wrong 
in my reiterating that statemer,t when I am 
taking steps in that direction? I believe that 
one of our difficultie-s is the continual increase 
in the interest bill, which is due to the fact 
that we are building railway lines that cannot 
possibly pay. 

Hon. vV. H. BARNES: And embarking on 
undertakings which have proved a sink for 
public mouey. 

The TREASURER: The great bulk of our 
interest bill is for money borrowed in con­
nection with railway construction; the rest 
counts neither here nor there. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Only a few millions ! That 
does not count ! 

The TREASURER: Hitherto the building 
of railways has been regarded ao essential 
to the development of a country like Queens­
land. Every party has agreed to the construc­
tion of new railways. During the last session 
of the Liberal Administration I was a member 
of this House, when fourteen new railways, 
estimated to cost tens of millions of pounds, 
were approved of. The point I make is that 
all parties, whether they agreed on one pro­
ject and disagreed from another, believed­
and I think sincerely believed-that the only 
method of encouraging the progress and 
development of our large continent was by the 
provision of transport facilities. That is 
what has led Australia into her present 
position, \Vith millions of money invested in 
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railv~"l:'>T~ and a new syste1n of transport 
appparing- on the horizon. 

J\Ir. TAYLOR: What about Western 
Australia? 

The TREASURER: That State is in a 
slightly different position. There the whole 
of the available settled area outside the 
goldfields is of very circLUnscribcd limits. The 
problem is not so grcr1t in other countries 
where there is not such a scattered popula­
tion. but in a State like Queensland we have 
large stretches of country that would not feed 
a wallaby being travers·. cl by miles of rail­
ways which must necessarily be built in 
connecting important points. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: Have not the trunk 
linos been the best paying lines? 

The TRE A. SURER: Katurally, the trunk 
lir:rs mnst be the best paying lines. I 
believe the river that receives the largest 
number of tributaries has the most water 
in it. !Laughter.) It does not require a 
mathematician to realise that a main trunk 
lino that r.•ccivcs ali the other traffic is 
going to be a better paying proposition than 
the branches that help to concentrate that 
traffic. 

Onl,v recently the "Telegraph," which is 
the official organ of the Opposition--in fact 
it gops further than that--published a 
column of events of fifty years ago, and in 
one paragraph it pointed out the dangerous 
r.osition the Government of fifty years ago 
was getting thiil State into by building 
branch rflil way lines all over the Darling 
Downs. I mention that to show that even 
when those branch lines were being con­
structed--when railways were consiclorecl 
to be the only means of transport~at least 
that journal~of course the people running it 
at that time' arc now gone~warned the Go­
vemnwnt against spending a lot of money on 
branch railway lines which would never pay. 
The trouble facing· tho Government is these 
bnmch lines. I assert that all the talk about 
men employed on the railways being respon­
sible for the deficit is pure "bunkum." 

:11r. M.\XWfLL: Didn't you say that? 

The TREASURER: If the engine-drivers 
and guanls on some of these branch 
lin0s frayiJ thf'ir ~0rvices for nothing 
and jmt ran thcso trains for the honour and 
glor,;: of it, some of the linos would not pay 
interest. How is my friend on the other 
side going to solvP the problem by knock­
ing one or two railwaymen off? \Vhcn we 
get clown to tin tacks, the Opposition do not 
want to offer any suggestion. They are 
quiet. They do not want to commit them­
sdves. But the Government have not been 
afraid to commit themselves. In spite of 
the 'lta tern0-nts made by the Leader of the 
Opposition, we have initiated and carried 
out a policy that no man who is not needed 
should be employed in the Railway Depart­
ment or in any other Government depart­
ment. \Ve are carrying out that policy, 

J\Ir. MA X WELL: Not at election time. 

'rhe TREASURER: The hon. gentleman 
talks about election time ! It seems to me 
that hon. gentlemen make these misstate­
ments again and again until they believe 
them, although they have no foundation in 
fact. I have listened to the hon. gentleman 
making wild statements when election comes 
round; and. in spite of all the things he 
is going to do in this House, he runs round 
every house in Toowong, where he gets a 
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3.000 majority, afraid for his life that he 
is going to lose his seat. (Laughter.) 'I'he 
hon. gentleman, like a lot of others, thinks 
he can win an election by abusing somebody 
or ca,ting reflections on their personal 
character. 

:'.1r. Ji:IAXWELL: You do that. 

The TREASURER: It is not done. 
Mr. KELSO: At Muttaburra you spent 

twenty minutes in abusing the Opposition. 

The TREASURER: If sane criticism 1s 
abuse, I admit the charge. 

I want to show that there has been a 
definite reduction in loan expenditure. 

The people who are urging me to go in 
for further loan expenditure are the sup­
porters of the Opposition. At a meeting of 
chambers of commerce held at Maryborough 
recentlv they considered about twenty-three 
proposaJs, in connection with nineteen of 
which it was proposed to ask the Government 
for assistance. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Was that a 
political organisation? 

The TREASURER: It does not matter 
Vi hat organisation it; \vas~ Political organisa­
tions, as a rule. are not so frank as other 
organisations. Here was a large number of 
the lending- men ,,f Queensland \vho criticised 
tfw Govc1:nmcnt for loan expenditure, and 
tlwn put up proposals involving several 
millions for railway construction. 

Mr. MOORE: Provided they were sound, it 
was all right. 

The TREASURER: Perhaps the hon. 
member proposes to build all those lines when 
he gets into power, 

Mr. MooRE: I would not have opposed 
them as you did. 

The TREASURER: I n0vcr found the 
hon. member opposing any of these railway 
lines, Tho only railway line that we did 
not build-although it was part of our railway 
policv, we did not think that the expenditure 
at that stage was warranted-was the line 
from Inni .fo.il to Mourilya,n Harbour, which 
alreaclv has a railwav. \Yhen the hon. mem­
ber w'i>nt up there,· he said that he \VOuld 
build that line. 

Mr. MOORE : I did not do anything of the 
,art. Where did you get that from? (Oppo­
sition interjections.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! Everybody 
seems to be speaking except the hon. gentle­
man who has the floor. 

The TREASURER: I do not mind inter­
jections so long as they are pertinent to the 
subject I am discussing, because I think it 
helps us along a little. 

Queensland will have to go steady in regard 
to railway construction. There is no other 
method whereby large numbers of men can 
be employed except on public works such as 
ra,ilways, and I frequently hear Opposition 
members blaming the Government for not 
providing work for the unemployed. That is 
a common charge made against us. Have 
we to build more railway lines? 

Mr. MOORE: No. 

The TREASURER : If we are not to do 
that, what are we to do with the money 
tc, employ these men? Build roads? 

Mr. MooRE: There are other wa:vs. 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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The TREASURER: I would like to know 
what they are. Does the hon. member pro­
pose to lend money to private "snide " com­
panies, which would immediately be formed 
to get this public money? 

Mr. MooRE : Why " snide" ? 

The TREASURER: It is very difficult for 
any Government to say they are going to 
lend money to private companies at a low 
rate of interest and especially favour some 
group of shareholders. The hon. member 
seems to think ihat is an easy thing to 
arrange. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Did you do that with Mount 
Is a? 

The TREASURER: No. 
Mr. MORGAN: You have not told us what 

agreement you have made. 

The TREASURER: I do not tell the hon. 
member anything unless he asks courteously 
for it. Ho has the bad habit-and I suggest 
that he should refrain from it-of suggesting 
that something is wrong. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Do you not expect to be 
assailed? 

The TREASURER: I do not take a punch 
and sit clown. 

Mr. MORGAN: You should not lecture me. 
The CHAIR:WAN : Order! 

The TREASURER: I do not propose to 
got into a controversy with the hon. member. 
I hope the officers of the House will see that 
member" are protected from attacks made 
hv hon. members like the hon. member for 
~Inrilla. 

:\Ir. ~\IoRGAN: \Ve want protection from 
you. 

The TREASURER: 
protection you want. 
'"-·ell again-you have 
(Lau<rhter.) -

You will get all the 
You seem to be yerv 
got quite "cheeky.'' 

The CHAIRMAC\T : Order ! I hope the 
hon. gentleman will address the Chair. 

The TREASURER: I as proceeding to 
say that any Government which proposes to 
give public money to private companies at 
low rates of interest is errtbarking UllOn a 
very dangerous policy inclcecl-not that 
private dcveloprncnt in sornc cases is not 
worthy of help: and we have adopted that 
policy in reg:crcl to cert<ein interests. \V c 
have acloptr•d that policy in regard to certain 
industries; but, if the hon. member set out to 
help private enterprise in secondary industry, 
he would find a good deal of trouble facing 
hnn. 

J\!Ir. 'TAYLOR: \Yhat ha.\·e >DU got m YOur 
rrjnd about private cornp&lll~S? Let us have 
it 

The TRE\SURER: I ha< c got nothing 
bur this-that it would be mo,t d1fficult for 
the Government to use public funns to nc!p 
private cornpanies that, perhaps, -,7crc VYO!"thy 
of help. 

::\1r. TAYLOR: I-Iavo vou any coElJ.J~l,nic::; in 
~-our mind? · 

'The TREASURER: I have not at the 
present time. To some extent we do th;s in 

reg-ard to the secondary indus­
[11.30 a.m.] tries rrssociatecl with the man on 

the land; but we make those 
companies purely co-operative. Can you 
apply that co-operative principle to a wool­
len mill, for instance? You cannot get men 

[Hon. W. McCormack. 

to put large sums of money into secondary 
industries. where thev put their money 
in in order to get dividends, and apply 
the co-operative principle to them. There 
is a germ of an idea in the suggestion 
of the Leader of the Opposition. Sr.methmg 
could probably be i!one in that direction1 
but the method of doing ic and the vroceso of 
bringing it to completion are most diffi,:ult. 
I have looked into the matter; but at the 
present stage oi our de;-elo;Jment secon•lary 
industry is not capable of embr;~,cing every­
one engaged in it on a co-operative basis; 
and the result would be that the public funds 
would be used in an industry where the public 
interest would sooner or later create very 
great difficuity either for the management or 
for the employees. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Who is advocating that? 

The TREASURER: The Leader of the 
Opposition. Let me repeat what he said, 
for the benefit of the hon. member for 
\Vindsor, who is not up to elate. 

Mr. MoRGAN: So far as you remember it. 

The TREASURER: I have unlimited time. 
and I can wait if the hon. member wishes to 
interject. The Leader of the Opposition 
referred to seconclarv industries associated 
with primary production, and he said that 
Governments have helped them; and he 
wanted to know why that same help. should 
not have been available for other secondary 
industries. Personally I have given some 
attention to the question of helping people 
who were prepared to invest their capital in 
establishing industries in our State ritther 
than ha;-e the State completely o\vning them. 

Mr. BoBERTS: \Ve moved an nmendmcnt 
in that direction, and you opposed it. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member \vill 
find it a most difficult thing. It is not as 
easv as it is when vou can apply the prin­
ciple of f'.tate aid to U purely CO-opcratiYO 
concern which pays no dividends and diYic1es 
the whole of its profits amongst the people 
engegecl in it. Public opinion will submit 
to tlw principle of co-operative ownership 
and of helping co-operative mvn~rship: but 
I do not belieYe that the taxpayu or the 
people in gencrel will e\·cr submit to the 
GoYcmment finding mane,. at low rates of 
i11tcrest to help purely priYate companies for 
dividend-earning purpose\, 

';\Ir. ~''IOORE: You aro doing it in connection 
with workers' dwellings. 

'The 'I'HEASFRER: That is a verv dif­
ferent ihing. 'Thn t is not for exploitation. I 
just want to say that the Government are 
endeavouring to lirnit expenditure without 
creating chaos. Ko one would willingly 
knock off thonc., nds of men from the public 
sonice, as ha,s been proposed by members 
in this Chamber at various times. 

I realise that by closing down branch raii­
\Yays that do not pay, compelling the settle_rs 
of those arras to me the roads. and ells­
charging the railw:ty emplovees. I \Yould be 
creating a more cla1;gerous position than the 
existing one. The South Australian Govern­
ment did something of this kind, but they 
found themselves in a very difficult position 
indeed, clue to a drought and a very bad 
hanest in a State ·whore the wheat crop is 
everything to them. I am not going to ~ay 
that it was the fault of the South Australian 
Government that the drought occurred any 
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more than I believe that it is in the minds 
of the Opposition that the drought here wa' 
our fault. I believe that the action on the 
part of the South Australian Government 
was too drastic, and created a greater diffi­
culty than the one they set out to solve. IV e 
must have some regard for human needs, and 
to discharge thousands of men and have them 
hanging round the cities and towns without 
any means of sustenance would create a most 
difficult problem to handle. 

Mr. EDWARDS: You did that in connection 
with the Queensland railways. 

The TREASURER: Mr. Pollock, do you 
see how they contradict themselves? In one 
breath they say we do this, and in the next 
breath they say we are keeping these people­
giving them too much money through the 
l!nemployment Insurance Fund, giving them 
too m>tny rations, and that we are 
too good to them. Now, we cannot 
do both of these things. We do either 
one or the other. I am not prepared 
to do the drastic thing that is necessary to 
reduce taxation in the way that the Opposi­
tion proposes to reduce it. The Government 
take the full responsibility for taxing the 
people, and I believe it is better to do that 
than create tbe chaos the :Ceader of the 
Opposition would create if he carried out his 
proposed reduction of taxation. How could 
a Government carry on if taxation were 
reduced? If, unfortunately, the Opposition 
were able to obtain tho reins of government, 
they would do as Mr. Bavin did. They would 
probably say that they could not do anything 
because the Labour Party left the positio11 
such that they could not do anything. They 
~ay to-clay that they can do these things, but 
1 say agam, emphatiCally, that I am not 
prepared to reduce taxation at the expense 
of tho thousands of men and women who 
would suffer as a result of that reduction of 
taxation. You cannot have it both ways. If 
:vou w1sh the well-to-do to have more money 
than they have to-day. and the poorer class 
tn have less, then the policv will be a 
reduction of taxation. You mu;t take money 
froiU or,e to give it to the other. " 

l\lr. Erw-.mDs: What is the use of talking 
like that? 

Tho TREASURER: It is very useful to 
say these things. It is verv interestin ~ to 
listen to the truthful statements of the bon. 
member for Chlcy. He deals quite frankly 
w1th the situation. He sa--·s in effect-I want 
to stress this-that to p,{t into operation a 
policy of reduction of taxation we must 
sack men or 1·cduce "ages. That is the 
truest statement he ever made in this Cham­
ber .. (Opposition dissent.) The two things 
are IclentJcal. I know of no royal road to 
a reduction of expenditure. 

Mr. Moo nE: Then to decrease unemploy­
ment you would increase taxation? 

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman 
!mows that taxation has little to do with 
the problem of unemployment. (Opposition 
dicsent.) 'l'he hon. gentleman wishes to 
rc,lieve the well-to-do. (Opposition dissent.) 
He covers that pill-which is a bitter one­
with some sugar, and says, " If you do that, 
then thosfl taxpayers will employ more 
labour." That is the "ugar-coated pill when, 
as a matter of fact, if taxation was r~ducecl, 
the hen. gentleman, if he were in charge 
of the Government, must, on the other side 
of the ledger, either get rid of somebody who 

to-day is working for the Gm·ernment, reduce 
wages, or lengthen hours. (Oppoaition 
dissent.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
Mr. KERH: You are at a dead-end yourself. 
Mr. TAYLOR: Those are things you started 

yourself. 
::\-fr. SrZER: If increased taxation will solve 

unemployment, why not increase it? 

The TREASURER: We do not propose 
to increase taxation. 

Mr. SIZER: Why not, if that is the 
solution? 

The TREASURER: We do not propose to 
reduce it if it would mean dismissals of 
thousands of employees and increase unem­
ployment. The Opposition propose to reduce 
taxation, but they do not tell anybody how 
th('Y are going· to maintain the services when 
thev do so. 

l\Ir. SIZER: Cut out the land tax and State 
enterprises, and the revenue from one would 
balance the losses on the other. 

The 'TREASURER: We did abolish the 
non-paying enterprises. \Voulcl the hon. mem­
ber suggest abolishing the railways and 
getting rid of all the troubles associak>d with 
them? 

l\1r. SrzER: Ono at a time. 
The TREASURER: Does the hon. member 

'uggest that by simply abolishing the rai_l­
" ays we would get to an end of all theu 
troubles? 

Mr. TAYLOR: You yourself made the state­
mE·nt that :you inherited the legacies of the 
44-hour week allcl the increased basic wage. 

The TREASURER: It is true I said so. 
:\Ir. 'l'AYLOR: And that is the reason of 

some of your difticultie'·. 

The TR K\SDRER: I fought an election 
on those issu~s, and v~Tas returned. I never 
shirk the fl"oblem raised by shortening hours 
and raising w:tges. The Opposition think 
thev can F hirk that position b} raising other 
problems. They cannot do so. The public 
will take 110 Eotice of them. I have at 
('very opportunity strE"338d the ]o-J.se talk of 
the Opposition. The solutions offered by tho 
Opposition ''ill give no relief in the matter 
of the public dnbt. The pubiic service. as a 
'·hole, is not onTstnffed or over-paid; so 
tho Opposition must either propose to reduce 
the staff or to reduce \vagcs. Silence on 
their part indicates that that is their policy. 
'l'h•·n we come to other services they might 
deal with. I do not wish to drug in the 
public institutions. 

:\11-. TAYLOR: You did at the last elections. 

The TREASURER: It is only repeating 
som('thing yvhich tbc Opposition deny. They 
do not propose to cut out the sub,iclies to 
charitable institutions? 

GOVERNMENT ME}!BERS: They do. 

'I'ho TREASURER: Where are thcv going 
to effect this relief they speak of? " 

~lr. :\L\XWELL: By cutting out a lot of the 
State enterprises. 

1\Ir. SIZER: State enterprises last year 
showed a lo"; of £528,000. 

The CHAIR2VL\~ : Order ! 

The TRE.\SDRER: Am I to understand 
that the whole of the economic troubles of 
this State will be solved when the State 

Hon. W. McOormaok.: 
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enterprises are cut out? If I thought that, 
I would cut them out. That shows how 
bankrupt the Opposition are of a policy for 
dealing with the problem. (Opposition 
laughter.) I have followed and dealt with 
their suggestions one by one; and I find 
that the only thing they are going to do to 
bring about rPlief of the present economic 
position is to cut out State enterprises. 

Mr. I-I. M. RussELL: You are floundering. 
Mr. SrzER: Tf it were not for our interjec· 

tions, you could not have made a speech. 

The TREASURER: I have dealt with 
some of the interjections, because I realise 
that an hon. member says something by way 
of interjection which he would not dare s''Y 
when delivPring a carefully-prepared speech. 
The Leader of the Opposition said that he 
would cut out State enterprises. That is his 
whole solution of the problem. 

Mr. MooRE: No. You heard my speech. 
I did not say that it was the sole solution. 

The TREASURER: I am not blaming 
you for the whole· of the suggestion. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The position at Chillagoe was 
serious enough fol:' you to cut it out. 

The TREASURER: It was serious enough, 
and at reasonable opportunities I will cut 
out the others that are not paying·. The 
point I am making is that I am not going 
to solve the problem facing Queensland­
nor is a.ny Governn1ent in Australia going to 
solve lhe problem facing Australia-merely 
by getting riu of a few State enterprises 
which count neither here nor there in the 
general scheme of things. What I would 
I ikt· to knov: is how the Opposition propose 
to do the trimming to enable them to cut 
25 per cent. otl' the income tax. 

)Ir. KELSO : You arc the doctor. 

The T'R.EASURER: 'l'here is no royal 
road to doing this. The hon. member for 
Oxlcy truthfully and franklv faced the situa· 
tion, and said what would 'have to be done 
if tho policy of the Opposition were carried 
cut. 

1\Ir. SrzER : If his own policy were carried 
out. 

The TREASURER: ::\ot at all. I agree 
with the hou. member for Oxley that. if 
my attitude was lo reduce taxation irrespec­
tive Df 1ho results, m:;· methods for doina­
that wo_ulcl be as he sa id. But I do not agre~ 
with hJS methods. The hon. member who 
hiis just interjected finds it disconcerting; 
the reason for it is beyond his understanding. 
If a truth is stated, it matters not \vhether 
it agrees with the views of the Opposition or 
of the Uovernment-it stands for all time. 

Mr. SIZER: Do you think it is the truth? 

The TRK\SURER: If it is a truth stated 
by a member of your own party-not with 
any pretence of putting up a political argu­
r~cnt-a thing that may. possibly damage 
his own polltwal reputatwn and bring no 
gain to him-the truth must be stated all 
over the country to show that in the opinion 
of hon, mcmbe;·s opposite, th'ere is only one 
w.ay of reducing this taxation. (Opposition 
dissent.) I have given the Opposition some 
food for thought. Probably I have gone 
a long way from the question now before the 
Committee; but the Leader of the Opposi­
tion broadened the discussion-no doubt 
quite in order at this stage of Supply-into 
a general talk on financial matters. This 

[Hon. W. McCormack. 

year I have .again endeavoured-and it is 
an election year-we cannot deny that-to 
curtail expenditure. I do not believe that 
the public want a " boom and burst " policy. 
It has been the policy in Australia, and your 
National Government have been tbe greatest 
offenders of all. \Vhy, the National Govern· 
mcnt spent £0,000,000 at Canberra. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Your GoYernment have 
doubled the public dobt in thirteen years. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. TAY!.OR again interjected. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member for \iVindsor to obey my call to 
order. 

T'he TREAS L'RER : It must be conceded 
that all Governments in Australia have been 
spending too much loan money. This year 
this Government proposes to spend a little 
loss than last year. Financially we are in 
rather a good position. \Ve have conserved 
our money. and it is not going to be used 
in one splash. I have no doubt that I 
shall be responsible for carrying on as Leader 
of the GovLrnment after the election, and I 
am not going to put myself in 'a difficult 
position. 

Mr. KING: You are an optimist. (Laugh· 
ter.) 

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman 
must readily realise that, when I took over 
the leadership of this party, the outlook 
was not nearly so bright as it is to-day. 
!Opposition laughter.) It is a gcod thing to 
bo an optimist. \V e are in a good financial 
position so far as loan money is concerned, 
because we have conserved that loan money. 
We are not proposing to spend it in building 
unprofitable raihvays. There are railways 
which I would like to see built, as I honestly 
believe people should get railway communi­
cation that will promote settlement. But 
how on earth could I face the interest 
charges on those railways when the Railway 
Department points out to me that there is 
no possible chance of the railways paying 
interest. and working expensrs. I mention in 
particular two lines-ono in the electorate 
of the hon. member fm· Bm·rum, and one in 
tho electorate of the hon. member for Car· 
nanon. I wish both of those lines were 
built; but they would cost a lot of money 
to build, and, when built, they would add 
to the interest bill because there is no pos· 
sible chance of either paying interest and 
working expenses. 

J\1r. Krxa: That Carnarvon line was 
promised when the present Secretary for 
Mines contested that seat. 

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman 
had better address his interjection to the 
Secretary for Mines. I do not want to 
anticipate a report from the Public \Vorks 
Commi ~si on; but the difficulty is not the 
proposition itself, but whether the Govern· 
ment can spend £150,000 or £200,000 on a 
railway when the railway officials point out 
that it is going to add to our interest burden. 

Mr, sr~ER: The only pity is that you did 
not adopt that policy a long time ago. 

The TREASURER: If we did not follow 
it long ago, we are following it now; and I 
believe the people of Queensland support our 
action. I do not think there is anything 
more that I can say. I again state that 
there is no intention to inflate the public 
service at election time. I can give the House 
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and the country the assurance that there is 
no intention to commence large loan works 
in different electorates. I do not think that 
is a wise policy-I do not admit that it was 
ever done-and I would like information as 
to when it was done. (Opposition laughter.) 
Hon. gentlemen opposite did it. Their 
GoYornmcnt passed fourteen railway linos in 
their last ~ession. What position would we 
have been in to-day if we had built the via 
recta-the direct route to ·warwick'l Wo 
would have had three lines to Sydney. 

::Vlr. ::\loRGAN: You voted for it. 

The TREASURER: I +oted against it. 
The hon. member voted for it. You made an 
nnholy alliance among you that, if one group 
voted for the yia recta, the other group 
would vote for the Tinana deviation; but I 
believe the Downs group wont back on that 
arrangement. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MoRGAN: I yotcd against the Tinana 
deviation. 

The TREASURER: You wont back on 
your bargai11. 

Mr. ::\IoRG.\;-; : 1\'o. 

The THEASURl~R: \Ve were in your con­
fidence at that stage, because both sections 
want' d the "upport of thfJ Opposition. 

Mr. CLAYTON: The ::Vlaryborough group 
went back on you last Saturday. (Laughter.) 

The TREASUHEH: Fourteen railway lines 
were passed through this Chamber by the 
Don ham -Brrrnc, GoYernment in their last 
session of Parliament; yet the hon. gentleman 
talks about political honesty, and, with his 
tongue in his chf~ck, he tells 1~s that we are 
doing- this and doin" that. Could there be 
anything- 1norc dishonP:'"+- poEtilallv than for 
this Government now to propose fourteen 
different raihvavs in weak doctor tl's 
throughout the country? 

::\lr. SIZEH: \V o shall wait and sec. 

Th<J THE.\SUHER: I c.an assure !he hon. 
member that t!Jero will be no railway pro­
posals subn1ittf'd to Parllr11ncnt thls se'- ~iou on 
the lines followed Ly th" hon. mc·mber for 
\Vynnun1. \Yhen rccall1Ilfl' 1915--u:1 hon 
rtH"nbers oppo:::;itc arc pron~J to do-i.t i~ .a; 
well to remember lhciL· bst session of 1914. 
No douht many mc•mbcu of the Cocmtrv 
Party ·vdw 1vcre not here in thofle davs w;l1 
~ay, "\Ve aro not respo1Hiblo for what 'vas 
clone in 191~." .I replv, ''I am not respon­
sible for what l\Lr. Rvan did nor for what 
'dr. Thcocloro did.'' -I tak~ mv share of 
responsibility, and that is all anyone can do, 
T a~k hon. nH•mber·. opposite tD g 't tho 
partrcular . ., of tho~c fourteen rnihvav pro­
posals. The hon. n10n1bcr for V\Tvnr1u~n was 
Troasur\'r at the tirne. Son1e 0£ thl'n1. if 
built, \Yonki haYe nl'lde our railwaJ position 
20 per cont. "·orso than it is to-dav. .Jn;;;,t 
in1aginc jf \VC hud the vin recta now~ that · ' 
arc getting the Kyog-lc line! \Yo \Vould hayo 
had sc....-~ral ra~lway lin~·s ruunin~.:. to ~cv: 
South \Ya]p;;; if hon. HH'lnhcrs oppo.-,itJ had 
had t.hcir \'<ay. That rrll goes to 9ho\v that 
hon. Dlf'llib013 oppr' itc 1vho hold thcn1:-:clvcs 
up to-day n:~ a group of Si1non l_)nr(~..;; v·erP 
quite. willing, v, hr n in !)O\Yer. to attempt 
to _bnbc all tlll' couHtry electorates by passing 
l'Dlh\ ay proposals. 

Con:R!OJENT 1\lEo\BERS: Hear, h<>ar! 

The THTC.ASl:RER: It is just as wdl to 
rommd hon. members opposite of those 
things; I do not think that the leopard has 

chn,ngc-cl its spots. The Opposition have made 
no tangible suggestion except one-the aboli· 
tion of State enterprises. 

Hon. W. H. BAnc-;ES : No. 

The TREASFRER: 
policy to the electors 
election. 

\Vo expound our 
on the eve of the 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : So do we. 

'fhe TREASUREH: We shall also then 
explain the attitude of the Opposition in 
regard to this fallacy that they are going to 
reduce taxation, raise wages, and reduce 
hours. 

The Go,-ernment are exercising economy 
in every direction, and we hope to be able 
to continue to do that. We hop'.' thn,t, with 
the return of good seasons m \Vestern 
Queensland, our difficulties will be lessened 
if not alleviated altogether. Above all, th~ 
people themselves will have to depend more 
upon themselves, and not so much upon the 
C~ovormEc:Jt. I said that when in opposi­
twn; I said it when a Minister; and I have 
said it as Premier. The theorv that the 
Gu,-crnmpnt C"an solvu problen1s fOr each and 
every industry is ono to which we mu't give 
less heed. The idea that we 'can give the 
maizegrower a high price for his maize, 
the whoatgrower a high price for his wheat, 
the sugar-grower a high price for his slwar 
and everyone in the country a high p~·ic~ 
for his products is a policy with a good 
many holes in it; and the less we mislead 
people in that direction the better it will 
be for ourselves. No Government can 
solve our problems by promising to do this, 
that, and the other. 

Mr. KELSO: You promised to solve it 
with your policy of socia.lisation of all 
industry. 

'l'ho 'fREASURER: It is not a question 
of socialisation. A system of Socialism, if 
human nature was sufficiently adapted and 
sound enough to follow it, would be a much 
better system than vne in which one man 
gets £10.000 a year and another man lives 
in the direst poverty. T.he hon member 
c:1n say nothing good of the present system. 
No economist or sociologist in the world 
will say that the capitalistic system is a 
humane system. We have grown into it, 
and we attempt, as far as possible, to 
allm·iate it, because it is a hard system. 
The principle behind capitalism is ability 
to pay. One must pay at all costs; and, if 
one does not pay, one must go under. The 
law of the jungle is the law behind capital­
ism. I am not complaining about that. All 
we can do is to lighten the effects of the 
system; but to say t.hat under that system 
by Government action we can solve all 
those difficult problems is only encourag­
ing people to believe in something that 
cannot be accomplished. I leave it to the 
Opposition-I eee they are all anxious and 
willing to talk-and I suggest that they tell 
the Government exactly how they are going 
to accomplish this policy of reducing ta:<:a­
tion, how they are going to prevent the 
rural worker from getting a decent wage, 
and how they are going to give the wealthy 
people t,he relief they claim they should 
get at the expense of the working classes 
of Queensland. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

[12 noon~ 
The CH A IlUfA-:'-J: I would like at this 

stage to make one or two remarks which 

Hon. W . .McCormack.] 
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I think may save hon. members on both 
sides a little heartburning. I do not pro­
pose to make anj' objection to interJections 
so lollg as they are relevant interjections; 
but i am not going to permit interruption 
of anv weaker while I oecupv this chair. 
I ask· ho;,. members to refrain from inter­
ruption and obey my call to order, and, 
if they do so, I think we shall all get 
along together perfectly happily. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

HoN. vY. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The 
Treasurer certainly has wandered pretty 
well all over the world in the course of the 
,;peech which he has just made. He has 
t-h~pend0d so largely on interjections fron1 
this side' that I am perfectly certain that 
he must have felt very glad there wore so 
manv to help him to make a speech. Right 
dom; at the bottom of his speech was this 
confep,sion, ,; Gentlemen, I have been in 
dHtrgc of the Government of this country 
and we have got into a mess. \Vill you 
please come along and tell me how to get 
out of it?'' 

0PPOSITIO;>; :\1E}!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

l-IoN. W. H B.\RNES: That is really a 
summing r.p of the Treasurer's speech. I 
am perfectly certdin that is how it must have 
appealed to anyone who listened to him. 
He very conveniently avoided any mention 
of some of those things which have helped 
to bring the Government of the country into 
the condition thev find themselves in to-clay. 
Did you notice, ·J\Ir. Pollock, how he laid 
special strcs" on the contention that this 
!Jart.y was out to help the wcaithy in the 
community? \Yithout being in any way 
offemivc, if I used that term, I should 
include the hon. gentleman amongst the 
wealthy class; and--if I agreed with the 
Treasurer that we v. er<J out to help them 
-I would sav that he was one of those 
we wrrnted to ·get at, because I am perfectly 
ccrta.in he would corue within that category. 

The Tm:ASDREH: I am quite willing to pay 
the taxation that I pay to this State. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : I am pleased to 
know--or rather believe, because I do not 
know; and, if I said I knew, I would be 
making an assertion which I have no right 
to make-I am pleased to have the belief 
that the hon. gentleman is one of the princi­
pal taxpayers of this State. 

The TREAST;RER: It is only a man like 
you who would say that. That 1s not the 
teaching of your religion. It is a very 
unchristian-like thing to say. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man has made statements which demand a 
rGply, although some of them are such that 
it is ve1-y cliflicult to reply to them because 
he wancleJ'ecl so much. I want to draw 
his e.ttenlion, however, to the fact that, 
when he talk' about the wealthy and taxa­
tion, he forgets that even on the showing 
of hon. members opposite thcmselves-inclucl­
ing some of their leaders-there comes a 
stage in taxation when it is impossible to 
pay it; and, when that stage is reached, 
I nm bound to say-and I think every hon. 
rncu,ioer must admit it-the result is unem­
pk,ymcnt. l do not C<re whether the person 
concerllc.d js the rrrcasurer or you, Mr. 
Pollock-if your capital is limited to a 
certain amount o.nd taxation reaches that 
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stage, then "·au have to face the position, 
and it means unemployment. 

Some of the reasons which the hon. gentle­
man forgot to face this morning-some of 
those reasons which have helped very materi­
ally to bring about the present unf'?rtunate 
position--and I laJ:' the char_ge agawst the 
Government in tlus connectwn-are to be 
found in the fact that the Government have 
played with certain influences wh.ich are ~t 
work in Queensland to-day, particularly m 
the electorate of the hon, gentleman himself. 
He has been afraid to tackle those thmgs 
which have arisen and are arising in different 
parts of the State to-day. What is the 
cause of a great deal of the unempl?yment 
that exists amongst us? vVhy IS 1t that 
people are not coming to our State to 
embark on industry? Boiled down, the 
cause is that there is a fear in the minds of 
such persons, whether they be. shipping 
people or otherwise, that they w11l not get 
a fair deal from the Government of th1s 
State. Do we ever see the hon. gentleman 
takino- a stand in connection with the men 
who ~vork desperately against the interests 
of the workers-men who come to Queens­
land with one particular object? I hav:e 
in my hand a cutting in which reference IS 

made to a :'\1r. J\loxon, who has come to 
Queensland for a speci~c purpose. What is 
that specific purpose? To stnke at the very 
fundamentals of the workers. Hon. members 
opposite say that I have no right to quote 
these things, but I am going to quote them 
to show that thev are matters that the 
Lea~ler of the Go,:ernment has been afraid 
to touch. Who are the people who ha;:e 
stood behind these individuals when the1r 
influence has been at work undermining the 
true workers of the State? Quite recently 
I stood on the railway platform at Coorparoo 
about to board a t~ain, when the engine­
driver jumped off the train and drew my 
attention to a circular which he han~ed to 
me-which I brongbt under the notwe of 
the hon. member for Sandgato. That circu­
lar, which tho Communist party is distri­
buting throughout t~e workshops_ of _Quee_ns­
land, is part of the mflu?nce whwh IS go1?g 
in the direction of hurtmg the commumty 
generally 

The 'l'REASUREH: Did you report that 
matter? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man has nursed that kind of thing, because 
he has received support in the past from 
it. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY! 
Is that the circular the engine-driver gave 
sou? 

HoN. W. H. BARXES: No, but I got 
it all right. There no question about that. 

Mr. CoLI.INB: Let us have it. 

HoN. W. IL BARNES: Hon. members 
opposite do not like being hit, but I shall 
make n:y own speech m my own way. I 
shall hand this document to the Treasu.rer 
after I have made use of it. The artwle 
from which I now propose to quote says 
this-

" For the first time in its history 
Queensland is to be the object of a 
vigorous con1paign from the C~mmun}st 
Partv of Australia. The party s officu;l 
orgai, in Sydney states that £700,000 IS 
being made av,1ilable for propaganda. 
purposes throughout the British Empire, 
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·special attention being given to Aus­
tralia. According to reports, the 
organiser for the State of Queensland 
will be Mr. H. J. Moxon, who, fresh 
from a visit to Hussia, dedares that he 
and the party he represents are a. part 
of a world-wide revolutionary force." 

T·hese men have been behind the Govern­
mnt in the past, .and the votes of this 
party have gone to the Treasurer, who has 
not been game enough to tackle them. 

The article continues-
" It is well to have so frank a state­

ment from a responsible person of the 
party. At least we know what we are 
confronted with. These are not unions. 
They are political organisations. Their 
business is not to bencilt the workers. 
Their ·deliberate obiect is to cause ' red 
ruin' throughout the Commonwealth." 

J\!Ir. HYN:CS: Dof's that support this party? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Of course they 
do. The article further says-

" For years now Communist cells 
have been operating in Queensland. 
Literature has been secretly smuggled 
into certain workshops. How far that 
secret propaganda has gone down into 
the unions we rlo not know. There is 
good r0ason for br·licving that it had a. 
lot to do with the South J ohnstone strike 
and railway crisis of last year. \Ve do 
kno>Y that t.he Industrial Christian 
Mo.-emc,nt literature is being sent 
regularly on the trail of the Communist, 
with what result will never be known." 

Mr. Hnms: Read the rest of it. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : I have read 
that portion because it becomes worse and 
worse as it goes along. 

One of the causes of unemployment to-day 
is the kind of thing that the Government 
refuse to stamp out at Cairns. What has 
been the action of the Government in con­
nection with such difficulties as have aris<en? 
Their milk and water policy is to blame, for 
ihcy have failed to deal with these people 
fairly and squarely as they ought to be dealt 
with in the interests of the community. 

At 12.11 p.m. 

Mr. RroRDAN (Burke), one of the panel of 
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. COLLIKS: How would you deal with 
them? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: If I were a 
Minister of the Crown, I would play my part 
ir, dealing with them, just as I did before. 

The Treasurer said that the policy of this 
party. if returned to power, would be to 
knock off men. The policy of our party IS 

not to knock off men. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: We do not endorse 
that policy. I have been in this Chamber for 
many years. and I have never and will never 
associate myself with a .policy that has for its 
object the knocking off of men. Such a 
policy has not been suggested from this side 
of the Committee. I would hark back to the 
time when I was connected >vith the Govern­
ment. and remind hon. members that one 
statement contained in the policy issued by 
my Government was that men were not to be 

knocked off, and there was not to be a reduc­
tion of wages. That is the policy to-day of 
our party. 

The Treasurer spoke about .a reduction of 
taxation. I say with all my heart that that 
is ono of the things which would help to lift 
Queensland. Every time you add to the 
burden the greater the amount of unemploy­
ment; and the thing most needed in Queens­
land to-day is a restoration of confidence. 

The Treasurer made reference to the rail­
ways undertaken by the previous Govern­
ment. 

The TREASURER : Explain the fourteen rail­
ways which your Government passed. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: There is no need 
to explain them. The hon. gentleman knows 
that. with the revenue receipts so much 
smaller in the days of the past Government 
-thev have more than doubled since­
instead, like his Government, of having just 
one small credit balance-over which there 
has been so much crowing-we had annual 
credit surpluses. The undertakings which we 
had in hand produced sufficient revenue for 
carrying on the services of the country. 
\Vhen the hon. gentleman trots out those 
things he forgets that it has been his policy 
of extravagance and want of care that have 
led to the present position. Have you, Mr. 
Riordan, not noticed that at every turn there 
ha.-e been some things the Government have 
tried to dispose of? 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY : 
Keep on to those fourteen railways. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man has tried to get rid of the State stations 
under his control because their accumulated 
losses amount to over £3,000,000. That capi­
tal is lying dead. Yet his leader gets up 
and has the audacity to say to-day that that 
is not one of the factors which are respon· 
sible for the existing unemployment! 

The hon. gentleman spoke of the interest 
bill. Is it not a fact that that is one of the 
causes of the increased interest bill, or does 
he pay no interest on that money? We 
know he is paying interest on it. That IS 

part of the contribution which has placed in 
their present position the workers, of whom 
the Government daim to be the only repre­
sentativb. The hon. gentleman is going to 
find that the electorates around the city com­
posed mostly of workers are going to bump 
him badly in the forthcoming Plection because 
thev have lost confidence in this Government. 
He" talks about coming back with a majority. 
It does not matter so much who comes back 
with a majority, for it should be the aim of 
any Government, whoever they may be, to 
do their best in the interests of this great 
and glorious country. 

The TREASURER: Is that why you approved 
of those fourteen railways? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man might tell me this morning why he has 
embarked on some mining undertakings. 
Let me sav that in that business he did not 
come out ;econd best. 

The TREASURER : Generally I do. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I know that on 
one occasion the hon. gentleman aid not, 
according to his own admission. 

When the Leader of the Opposition was 
speaking this morning, the Secretary for 
Railways said that the statement made by 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.l 
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the Leader of this party was a falsehood. I 
say It was not a falsehood, but a true 
statement with regard to the position of the 
railways. The Secretary for Railways had 
not the courage the other night to defend the 
railways, but told us he would de11l with 
them when the Estimate; were being con­
sidered. 

Mr. HYNES: This is the first time I have 
heard it said that the Secretai·y for Rail­
ways lacks courage. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I propose to rCJad 
a statement that, slightly a.bbre,-iatod, has 
been made by the Secretary for Railways 
on many occasions. It reads-

" Rightly understood, there is no rail­
wa.y dciicit. The nominal deficit repre­
sents the amount the users of the railways 
have in their pockets 1.hat orhcrwise 
would have been paid into the railway 
purse if the Queensland Government had 
followed the practice of other States and 
had increased the fares one! freights in 
the samo ratio as other States." 

Then follows a statement that I think is 
appalling-

" Avera.ge revenue per tm.1 of goods 
and live stock carried-

1914-15. 1926-27. Increase. 
----~------

i 
Queensland i 8. d. 

10 1 
s. d. 

21 6 "· d. 
11 5 

--~-~----~------ ---~ ·'--~----

Withont going into the fio-ures for the 
other States in detail, I ma; say that one 
of them showed an incre<tse of 1s. 3d. a11d 
another an increase of 5s. 7d. 

Let me hark back to some of the c>arlv 
history of the Labour Party-and it must 
not be forgotten that the Treasurer was part 
and parcel of that party. 

The TREAScHER: I helped to build it up. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: And the hon. 
gentleman will be one of the main factors 
in helping to pull it down. 

Mr. TAYLOR: He is the whole party. 
The TREASlJRER: You ''~nd your Com­

mumst fnends are doing vour best in that 
connection. " 

HoN. W.H. BARNES: We are not jealous 
of your fnends; you can have them nurse 
thorn, and parade with them in Queei~ street 
when;ver the opportunity offers. tOpposi­
tJon 1aughter.) In 1919. the then Secretary 
for Railways, Mr. Fiholly, made a statement 
m reference to the railway position as 
appears from the following extract frorr{ the 
Brisbane" Daily ~.l:til ":-

"RAILWAY FAREs-No IKCREASES. 

" There has been a belief in certain 
quarters that the Government intend to 
increase railwav rates and fares and 
especially those" on suburban lines' after . 
the elcct_ions. This ru;nour was emphatic­
ally domed by the Mrmstcr for Railwavs 
(J':lr. li'ihelly) yesterday. 'We prefer to 
give the people in the country a f.tir 
cle"l,' Mr. Fihelly Baid. ' This Govern­
ment has not rrtised freights and fares to 
speak of during the last four and a-half 
years of office, and has no intention of 
doing so. We could have a surplus 
to-morrow if we followed that policv. \Ve 
prefer to have a deficit and irot to 
increase fares or freights.' ;, 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

I would like to know what the deficit would 
have been if the Gove~nment had not followed 
that policy. It would have been a very big 
one indeed. You will notice, Mr. Riordan, 
how the Treasurer turns away. 

The TREASl.iHER : I beg your pardon ! 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: I could forgive 
the hon. gentleman, because he has a little 
tender conscience left. (Laughter.) 

I want to draw attention to another remark 
which was made by the Secretary for Agricul­
ture. When the leader of this party was 
speaking, that hon. gentleman said that the 
" Telegraph " had a profound contempt for 
facts. Later on the Treasurer referred to the 
" Telegraph." There aro t\vo things that are 
very noticeable. Ono is that the hon. gentle­
man must be a verv close reader of the 
" Telegraph," because- he quoted a paragraph 
from "Fifty Years Ago," and hon. members 
will remember how small ie ~he print in that 
ocction of the paper. It is perfectly certain 
the hon. gentleman must have searched that 
paper for these pearls of wisdom. I thought 
the hon. gentleman was looking a little seri­
ous this morning, and I think the " Tele­
!';raph " has been so 1ruthful in dating the 
financial pvsition of Quccmland that it is 
\Yorrying the hon. gcntlcrnan, and now he 
co1ncs along and says, "\Ve are Hot going to 
have any n1orc extrcn1e expenditure. \Ve arc 
1-,-oing io curtail it." Of course, he is thinking 
of the £13.000,000 loan that matures next 
pear. I 1hink I am right in saying it is 
.£13,000,000. 

'The TREAStiREH: You ougl1t to know. You 
made them all fall duo on the one day. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: As a matter of 
fact, it is not a loan that l had to do with 
at all. 

The T!lEASl'EER : Yes, you had. 

HoN. W. II. BARNES: This morning the 
hon. gentleman tried to blame our leader for 
CPrtain things. 

The 'TRE.\Sc:nER: I blame :you for those 
fourteen railways. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Then he drew 
attention to another thing, and said this partv 
v;'as out to hurt the men who \vcre cngagea 
in the rural industries. This party takes the 
w;dest poJf:lible view of every industry in the 
country; and it would not be \Yorthy of the 
name of a party if it ''as not prepared to 
do the fa.ir thing Ly f:YC'rJ person in the 
comnHlnity. That is \vhat this party stands 
fo1·. It does !lot eland for clase legislation. 
The Trcaoun>r has a monopoly of that. 

The 'THEARlJHER: Don't yoCI think the rural 
"orkers should be brouglit under the Consti­
tution? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: We arc out to help 
eYery industry in a sane and proper manner 
at every turn. We cannot say more than 
that. vVe are not going to do anything which 
is going to damage the rural worker, nor 
arc we g·oing to do anything which is going 
to damage the agricultural indmtry; but we 
do say that in all these things there should 
be a combination of those concerned to deal 
with the industry in a way which will be in 
tho best interests of the State. 

May I get back to tho amount of unem· 
ployment? The position to-day is very grave, 
whether we like to admit it or not. I met 
one of the principal accountants of the city 
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of Brisbane to-day, and he made this astound­
ing statement: " Wherever I go it is the 
same. Firms are showing debit balances 
instead of credits." What does that mean? 
It is the outcome of extreme taxation; and 
I have no hesitation in saying that, provided 
there has been reasonable care taken in con­
nection with what has been and is being done, 
I would prefer even to show a debit balance 
and reduce taxation, because it would open 
the way for the employment of many people 
who are not employed to-day. 

The TREASURER : You know there are a lot 
of other factors affecting your firm other than 
taxatiOn. 

Hm;. W. H. BARNES: I could produce 
information which would make hem. members 
wonder, showing the state of things which 
have boon brought about by this Government 
to the detriment of the community. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon .• J. Larcombt. [( eppcl) : I wish to repl~­
to the charge of lho Loader of the Opposition, 
who stated that dm·ino- election vears railway 
0mployccs arc. cngage71 in numb~rs out of a-fl 
proportion to tho needs of thc Railway 
Department. That statement has boon 
repeatedlv made, and it is time it >vas replied 
to definitely aPd emphatically; it is unfair, 
unrenson<Lb;e, and nntruthful. 

I will deal first with the number of 
0mployccs per mile of railway. ·apart from 
railway construction. Figures show that the 
statement of !he L0adcr of the Opposition 
is not in accord ·with fact-

Nu~rBER oF E:1IPLOYEEs PER 

1915-16 
1917-18 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 

MILE OF RAILWAY. 

3.16 
3.11 
2.71 
2.85 
3.53 
3.12 
3.09 

It will be eeen from tho.'e fio-ures that with 
the exception of the year 1925~26, the gt:eatest 
nun1bcr of cn1plo:.~ces engaged, per mile of 
railway, was ;n 1815-16 when there was no 
c·loction ar all. \Vhore is the force, cogency. 
or rea~onablcne.ss of the accusation rr1ade b:v 
th'_' Opposition concerning the employment o.f 
rmlway workers"? Those figures deal with 
raihvay workers lrrospoctiv-e of railway con­
struction. It has to be borne in mind· when 
considering the 1925-26 figures that i~ that 
year there ''-'as a rt:'cord raihvay tonnage. Do 
members of tho Opposition say that that 
record tonuag-c did r:ot noce>Sitate the 
employment of arlditional employ0es? The 
fact 1s obv10us that, with a record railwav 
tonna_gc, additional employees were necessary. 
The unport ant fact has also to he borne in 
mind that in ihe following year thet·c was a 
substantial drop in railway' tonnage, due to 
the dn.-ught, of nearly 750,000 tons, which 
ncc0esrtatcd au adJLJstmcnt of the railwav 
~~ . 

Again, the 44,1wur week came into general 
operation ~n 1925-?6_, and rendered necessary 
a substantial adchtwn to the railway stal-L 
The general application of the 44-hour ·wpek 
and th-, record tonnage are substantial 
reasons for the f(reator number of railway 
employees in 1925-26 as compared with th"e 
preceding and succeeding years. 

Mr. Srzm: Why did the number fall in 
1927? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There is not a great difference in the nutnber 
of railway employees per mile of 3.12 in 
1926-27 and 3.1J8 in 1927-28. ComparPd with 
1925-26 there has been a substantial drop in 
railway tonnage. 

Mr. KING: Can you tell us on which lines 
there was a record tonnage? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'l'hat does not affect the argument. There 
was a general increase in most lines in 1925-26 
because there was a splendid season. ThPr•> 
was a big drop tho following year owing to 
!he effects of drought, and that resulted in an 
adjustment of the staff. Again, the nwnbcr 
of employees per mile• of railway was 3.C8 in 
1914-15, and 3.09 in 1927-28, or practically the 
same numho>· of employees per mile of rail­
way in 1927-28 as in 1914-15. 

[12.30 p.m.] 
Mr. KERR: Do you think it is a fair com­

parison to take the uumbcr per mile 'I 

The SECRE'L\RY FOR HAILvY AYS: It 
i; not sound to take tho total figures with­
out taking into con~ideration the increaseJ 
mileage to be worked. 

::\"ow let us see vhat the figures indicate in 
tlw direction in -which thcro rnay be a possi­
bility oi employing men for party political 
purposes-that is, in railway construction. 
The figures show that in the (•lection year 
1925-26 there Wl'l"G snbstantiallv fewer men 
than iu 1926-27 and 1927-28. · The '" tual 
1turnb0rs of 111011 Pll;.., 1ged on railwa~~ con­
~trurtion dnrillg the three ycars-~including 
the Kyoglo line. which muPt not be om1tted, 
as hon. rncn1bers opposite son1ctirnes do 'vhea 
rnaking their comparisons-are-

1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 

No. 
2.540 
3.099 
2.892 

Those fig1n·es show that there were 559 
1nore construction worlu~rs engag·ed in 
1926-27 than in 1925-26, and slightly 
fewer in the follo\Ying year than in 1926-27'; 
so that on railway construction, -where there 
js r<copc for pflgaging rncn for part~' 
political reasom, there was a mbstantial 
df'crcasc in con1parison with the years suc­
ceeding the election. IIon. members opposite 
pose as political Puritans. The~; would not 
for a moment think of jug-gling the railway 
service for party political reasons! But in 
1912, under Tory administratiou, when some 
hon. members opposite' were supporting the 
Denham Government. 1,500 construction 
workers were rlismissed just before the elec­
t ion. Whv "? Hon. memlwrs can draw their 
own concli>sions. \Vas it because the exigen­
cies of the son-ice demanded it? \Vas it bo­
umso such workers would be likely to vote 
against the GoYc-rnn1ent. and. if they \Vere 
shifted. the.v would lose their political 
right,, 'I The latter was tho real reason. That 
v, as the state of political immorality in which 
hon. members opposite lived in 1912-dis­
missing 1,500 raihvay workPrs just before an 
election. 

~\n 0PPOSITIOK ;\IDIBER: That happened in 
the distant past. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
does not matter. Carlylc says that the best 
judge of the future is tho past; and what 
hon. members dicl in the past is a fair indi­
cation of what they will do in the future. 

Hon. J. Larcoml-e.] 
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We know quite well that in other States in 
Australia where Tory Governments were 
returned on promises of economy, of no 
increase in taxation, no increase in the public 
·debt, and no increase in qnomployment, they 
have committed all the political sins of which 
they accuse Labour, the only difference being 
that they have committed them in a moro 
intensified form. 

Mr. KELSO: Where? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: In 
South Australia and New South Wales ; and 
what thev did in those States is a fair indi­
cation of what the Tory Party would do in 
Queensland to-day if they had the oppor­
tunity. All the evils which they claim are 
committed in Queensland are to be seen 
under Tory Governments in other States. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Due to Labour 
Governments' comn1itnu~nts. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Not to Labour Governments' commitment' 
at all. The " Melbourne Age," one of the 
most powerful anti-Labour journals in Aus­
tralia, states that the finance of the Labour 
Governments in Tasmania and Victoria was 
the b!''t known for many years, and that, 
after comparing the administration of the 
Labour Governments in those States with the 
administration of anti-Labour Governments. 
it is forced to the conclusion that Labour has 
been an immense improvement on anti-Labour 
in respect of finance and the fundamentals 
of government. 

Mr. SrzER: In Victoria? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
In Victoria. Why did a section of the anti­
Labour Party-the Country Party-defeat the 
anti-Labour Government in Victoria and 
place .a Labour Administration in power·: 
And why, after twelve months of Labour 
rule, did these members rally and defeat a 
no confidence motion launched against the 
Laboqr Government in Victoria? \V e know 
quite well that the reason is that L>tbom· 
government is infinitely superior to the Torv 
form of government in that State. · 

An HONOURABLE ME1IBER interjected. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\Y.\ ye;· 
From the great pastoral electorates of 
Gregory, Balonne, Mitchell, and other pastoral 
electorates we have representatives returned 
election after election supporting the Govern­
ment. A farming electorate like Leichhardt. 
has returned a supporter of the Labour Party 
for over a quarter of a century. Do hon. 
members opposite claim that the electorates 
of Balonne, Leichhardt, Gregory and 
Y[itchell are not farming electorates?' They 
invent new definitions to support their own 
cases. Is Rosewood not a farming electorate: 

Mr. KERR: You had to extend the boun­
da.ry of that electorate to the Ipswich Work­
shops. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The electorate of Eacham, a farming elec­
torate, returns a Labour representative; and 
the electorate that I have the honour to repre­
sent IS composed largely of agriculturists. 
For many years I have secured the support 
of the farmers in the Keppel electorate as 
has. been done by other Government repre'sen­
tatives from the oth<>r agricultural districts 
of Q!Jeensland. The majority obtained in the 
Mitchell by-election might have been slightly 
decreased, but at the by-election for the elec-

[Hon. J. Larcornbe. 

toratc of Martin, in New South Wales, the 
Nationalist majority was reduced by 4,000, 
showing a want ·of confidence in Tory 
administration. 

Lot me now return to the question of rail­
way policy and railway employees. When 
the Government holding the political opmwn 
of hon. members opposite were in power 
their political bribery was so shocking that 
it excited an outburst of indignation from 
the late Sir Robert Philp. In 1914, when 
dealing with the railway policy of the party, 
he said-

" We are making a farce this year of 
railway construction. Where will the 
money' come from to build these lines? 
We know very well that we have only 
enough to carry us on for twelve months, 
but after that where are we to get the 
money . . . . ? I think it is a waste 
of time to pass the line now, because we 
cannot commence the rail way for a year 
or two, as the present section will take 
twelve months to complete. We are only 
wasting the time of the Committee in 
passing this line." 

At 12.36 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That was a declaration bv the late Sir Robert 
Philp, who was so disappointed and dis­
gusted with the attitude of his own party 
then in power that he made that condemna­
tion of their railway policy. In 1914 between 
400 and 500 miles of railway were under con­
struction in Queellsland, but the year before 
the election the Tory Party then in power 
approved of the construction of hundredo of 
additional miles, estimated to cost millions 
of pounds, when they knew quite well there 
was no prospect of constructing those lines. 
Between 1909 and 1914 railwavs which were 
estimated to cost £12,000,000 ~vere approved 
of by the then Tory Party in power; yet hon. 
members opposite talk about political bribery 
and juggling railway employees for party 
political reasons ! One has only to observe 
the test laid down by Carlyle-to judge the 
present and the futuro by the past-to seo how 
inconsistent and how illogical is the attitude 
of hon. members opposite. In 1912 1.500 rail­
wav construction workers were su1nmarily 
disinissed by the Government of the day, and 
this in spite of the following minute by the 
Chief Engineer :-

" It will be, of course, understood that 
the reductions will delav the dates of com­
pletion and increase the cost of super­
Yision." 

Notwithstanding the fact that the cost of 
construction and the cost of supervision would 
be increased and the date of completion 
delayed, t.he Tory Party dismissed 1,500 men 
for their own party political purposes. They 
sent those men with their swags throughout 
the State in the hope of preventing them 
from exercising their political rights. In that 
way they deprived t.he railway construction 
workers of Queensland of tho right to exer­
cise their franchise, a right which should be 
established and upheld by any Government 
in any State. 

Let me now deal with one or two other 
phases of the speech of the Leader of the 
Opposition. He said that the Government 
were building up the public debt of Queens­
land in an unwarranted way. As a matter of 
fact, the percentage increase in the publio debt 



Supply. [21 AuausT.) Supply. 283 

'Of Q.ueensland since Labour came into power 
until 1926-27 has been less than in any other 
State <in the Commonwealth. The hon. 
member also made the declaration that we 
have not expended loan money to promote 
wealth production and settlement, but have 
spent it simply in order to keep men in 
employment. That is not a fact. To take 
one instance, a few years ago I pa.ssed 
through the district where the Tully sugar­
mill is now establish0d. It was then a 
wilderness ; but the h"t time I passed 
through it a fine township had grown up, 
hundreds of men were employed, and "et~le­
ment and production were increasing. That 
mill was erected from the loan expenditure 
of this Administration. That loan money 
has been profitably employed in increasing 
settlement and production, and opening up 
a fertile area of this great State. 

Let me proceed to elaborate that statement 
by referring to the Burnett land settlement 
scheme. We have spent a considerable 
amount of money on railway construction 
and land settlemrmt in that district. Has 
it been employed in employing men only? 
No. Over 1. 000 new settler, have been 
settled on the bnd, the erection of factories 
is going on, the wilderness is being snbduC'd, 
and settlement taking place ao a result of 

. the present loan administration of the 
Government. 

Take another example-the l\'[ount Isa 
railway. Is loan money being expended in 
the construction of that. line for the employ· 
ment of men onlv? The construction of that 
railway will ope;, up a mountain of wealth. 
Geologists compute the value of " proven" 
ore at £2C,OOO,OOO. 'They further compute 
the value of what is known a.s " ore expec­
tation "-what is expected from the mine 
as a result of t.hc ''ore proven "-to be 
£100,000,000. The company which has taken 
up those leases has promised to spend at least 
£3,000,000 in opening up this field. That 
":'ill rC'.sult in enormous settlement, produc­
tion, mcreascd rallway tonnage. and an 
enormous expansion of our State and nation. 
Tho hon. gentleman, ,therefore', is using 
arguments that he cannot substantiate by 
facts. This Administration has expended 
loan moneY not only for the employment of 
labour lmt for the increase of scttlemenr 
and production, and on all those works 
which a State requires. The hon. gentle­
man knows thiit to be a fact. 

Mr. Moon": You have a very poor defence. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Simple statements do not carry us anywhere. 
I am giving the hon. gentleman facts. The 
hon. gentleman is troubled wit.h the weakne:"s 
of his own argument. He knows quite well 
that his only hope to gain support in this 
State is by bamboozling the electors. 
{Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. MoonE: That is what you have done. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. gentleman knows quite well that, 
from t.he viewpoint of logic and facts, he 
has no case. He has not a scintilla of justice 
in his appeal to the electors; but, like a 
desperate gambler, with the last throw of the 
dice he attempts to throw dust in the eves 

'Of the electors by bringing forward statements 
wh~ch cannot be justified by fact, reason, or 
logic. 

The Leader of the Opposition, in quoting 
a list of farmers who paid income tax last 
year, said that the smallness of the number 

indicated that the farmers in Queenela.nd 
were not in a satisfactory position. The 
farmf'rs in every country throughout tht 
worlcl are not in what might be termed a 
>a!ishdory position; but the farmers in 
()urenslond are in an infinitely be~ter position 
to-day than they were in years ago under 
r:.;.'ory adrnini.-_iration. 

Mr. MoonE: That is only an assertion. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Let me follow it up. The aggregate wealth 
production for the years 1915 to 1926"27 under 
the Labour Government in Queensland was 
£608,000,000. 

Mr. MOORE: What about quantity? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS~ 
I have already given the hon. member figures 
as to quantity, as a perusal of " Hansard " 
will show. There was a record increase in 
the volume of production. Yet the Leader 
of the Opposition says that the small number 
of farmers paying income tax in Queensland 
is an indication of their unsatisfactory posi­
tion. It is nothing of the kind; it is an 
indication that the sphere of exemption of 
the farmer has been widened. 

Mr. MOORE: The income tax sphere of 
exemption has not been widened. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I will show that it has. In 1914 the farmer 
in Queensland was not allowed to deduct 
from his taxable income any amount in 
respect of his wife. To"day he is. 

Mr. l\1oonE: He is no different from any­
body else in that respect. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
In 1914 the farmer in Queensland was not 
allowed any deduction from taxable income 
in respect of dependent children. That, how­
ever, has been altered, and, in addition to 
an exemption in that connection, the total 
t>xemption has been increased from £200 t.o 
£250. 

Mr. MoonE: We are all treated the same 
in that respect. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The result to.,day is that a man with a gross 
personal exertion income of £400 has no tax 
to pay in Queensland, if he has a wife and 
thn"' dependent children. In South Aus· 
tralia, on the other hand, a man similarly 
situated so far as income and dependants are 
concerned, pays more than £5 in income tax 
under Tory administration. 

Mr. MooRE: Does that explain why the 
farmer in Queensland pays land tax? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That comparison shows the hollowness and 
insincerity of the arguments of hon. members 
opposite. It proves--

Mr. MooRE: It does not prove anything. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It proves that the farmer in Queensland to­
day is not paying income tax in the same 
proportion as he did in 1914 because of the 
higher primary deductions and the general 
exemptions now provided by the Income Tax 
Act. 

Mr. SIZER (Sandgate) : I do not intend to 
deal with all the matters touched on by the 
Secretary for Railways, but there are one 
or two points to which I wish particularly 
to refer. In the first place, I am wondering 
what sort of attitude the Leader of the 
Opposition will have to assume, to quote the 

Mr. Sizer.] 



284 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

metaphor of the Secretary for Railways, to 
blind the eyes of the electors with dust by a 
last throw of a dice. (Laughter.) I know 
the Leader of the Opposition has some 
capacity, but I think that is beyond him. 

The figures quoted by the Secretary for 
Railways were rather interesting. He en­
deavoured to prove that the Government 
had not put additional men on the railway 
staff during election years. The hon. gentle­
man !wows that is not correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: I said we 
put them 011 for certain reasons. 

Mr. SIZER : In the Year 1924-25 the 
tonnage carried on the railways was 
5,083,6bd; in 1925-.26-the year specially 
selected by the' hon. gent-leman-the tonnage 
was 5,106,386; and the increased tonnage 
of 22 728 nccc,silated an incrcasc in staff 
of 3,664 employees, or an ave1:age tonnage 
carried per employee of 6 tons. What is 
the use of saying that the extra men were 
necessitateJ b 0 aiL increased tonnage? No 
one wonld bclicYe that. It is clear that 
the additions to the staff were made for 
the purpose of an election, just as happened 
in the earlier election years-1918, 1920, and 
1923. Those figurps were supplied in a 
report tabiod by the hon. gentleman himself. 
They arc nDt n1y own Ggures; they are his 
ow11 figurE's I repeat that, when an election 
is loorning, i.ho Goverrnncnt put on men 
in the Haihvay Department, and, when it 
is over, they sack the men, as these figures 
show. 

I was rnore interested. in the rcn1arks of 
the hon. gentleman iauding up the Govern­
ment of Victoria. I int,ond to spend a little 
time to deal with one matter in that con­
nection; and I am rather surprised that 
the Gm·ernmont have not taken notice of 
what has happencJ-that is, the attitude 
of tho Victorirm Government in connection 
with the great cattle industry of Queensland. 
I am ver:: surprised that this matter has 
not be, en dealt with before. I intend not to 
deal \vith it in a carping spirit, because it 
is of vital importance to Queensland. l 
think this Houw should fight the embargo 
which has been placed by the Victorian 
Government on Queensland beef in exactly 
the, san10 vvay as we fought for the sugar 
industry. \Ve arc endeavouring to find 
avcnuPs for production; and, if vvo allow 
another Government of A ustralia-w het her 
it is inside the Constitution or outside the 
Constitution-to place an embargo or regu­
lations which amount to an embarrro upon 
Queensland moat going to that mar!~et with­
out protest, then I say we are neglecting our 
duty. 

Mr. 1-IYI\ES: That is not so. 

Mr. SIZER: I intcnJ to show that there 
"' an embargo. The hon. gentleman shonld 
listen io 'vhat I arn saying, because it is 
important. I am not dealing with the 
matter 111 any party spirit but because I 
think it is necessarv that it' shonld be dealt 
with. Th,; Victorian Government have 
issued n regulation that all Queensland 
chilled bed, before being sold on their 
market. must go to a special depot to be 
branded, and then wrapped and labelled 
so that the people of Yictoria will know 
they are bu.' ing Queensland beef. That 
naturally infers that Queensland beef is 
inferior to that grown in Victoria. If that 
is so, it is fatal to Queensland, because, if 
we permit the Victorian people to malign 
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our beef, what prospect have we of estab­
lishing out product on the overseas market? 
That regulation presupposes that Qneens­
land beef is unwholesome, when, as an actual 
fact, there is no scientific dilferenco between 
beef chilled at a temperature of 36 degrees 
and ordinary fresh beef. All Queensland 
beef is sold on that market as chille-d beef, 
and it has been so eminentlv successful that 
it has captured the market; and now the 
Victorians, in their parochialism, insist on 
Qneensland beef being taken to a special 
depot to be dealt with in some ditterent 
manner. That., again, presupposes that the 
inspection of our beef in Queensland is not 
up to the standard required, \Vhen in actual 
fact the Queensland beef which is sent to 
Victoria is inspected in a rnannor which is 
satisfactory to the Imperial anthorities and 
to every other Government in the world. 
Yet, for some reason, the Victorian Labour 
Government say that the Qneensland cattle­
grower must suffer from special disabilities 
i11 order to get his beef on that market. That 
practically arnounts to an crnbargo. 

What would be said if we were to require 
all the apples, jam, and other articles from 
Victoria to be inspected aL a depot and have 
a label attar:hed to them bdore allowing them 
to go into consumption in QueenslanJ? It 
would be breaking down the very thing for. 
which federation \Yas establi,hed. 1t ,o 

understood that under federation we should 
have free trade between the States; but, if 
the practice adopted by Victoria is allowed 
to continue, we shall have barriers erected 
between one State and another, and the Com­
monwealth Comotitntion will be nothing less 
than so many meaningless words. Queensland 
cupplies. for instance, 30 per cent. of its beef 
production to the Southcru markets; alld, if 
we are not able to keep those markets, what 
will be the position of the cattle industry of 
this State? What will be the position of the 
men engaged m our meatworks, and of those 
who have their capital invested in the cattle 
industry? rrhis is a ll10St serious n1atter, and 
I expected that we would have been called 
npon to deal with the subject to-day, and 
let the people of Victoria know that we are 
not going to allow the staple indnstries of 
our State to be treated in " wa.v w.hich is 
opposed to the spirit of the Cons'titution of 
the Commonwealth. This is a vitally 
important matter, and does not affect Vic­
toria only. 

Under the Abattoir Act of South Anstralia 
Queensland beef which is sent to Adelaide is 
seized and not allowed to go into consumption 
at all ! Surely that is contrary to the 6pirit 
of the Constitution, and is a matter for this 
Government to consider ! In order to get 
Queensland beef to the South Australian 
market it is necessary to adopt a system 
which is practically akin to the " boot­
legging" system in operation in the United 
States of America. It has to be taken by 
stealth into the outside districts before it 
can possibly go to Adelaide. The argument 
all the way through is that Queensland beef 
is inferior, when, in fact, Queensland pro­
dnoes the best beef cattle in Australia. Most 
of the Victorian cattle which go into con­
sumption in that State are clair·" cattle, and 
the beef is in no way comparable to Queens­
land beef. These embargoes-they practically 
amount to embargoes-all the time presup­
pose that our Queensland article is inferior. 
We must defer.d the interests of our Stat& 
in t.his regard. If we cannot expand our 
natural industries, we shall be in a hopeless 
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oituation. I do not know whether there is 
any other objection to chilled beef going into 
Victoria for some reason which the Govern­
ment of that State have not explained. If the 
same regulations were issued in England, the 
people there would starve. Beef goes to the 
English market in the same way as we are 
sending it to Victoria. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE : Most of 
the meat killed at the abattoirs in Sydney 
and JI.Ielbourne is c.hilled. 

Mr. SIZER: I quite agree with the hon. 
gentleman. It only shows that behind the 
regulations issued in Victoria there is a 
deliberate attempt to keep Queensland beef 
out of the Victorian market, which is against 
the spirit of the Constitution. 

It seems to me that, behind this agita­
tion of the moment, is something far big·ger 
than would at first appear, and that Victoria, 
having 'uccessfully monopolised Queensland's 
trade for her secondary industries, now wishes 
to attempt to capture another portion-that 
is, the meatworks industry. There is a big 

agitation, particularly by vested 
[2 p.m.] interests, for railway lines whicn 

will connect the centre of Aus­
tralia with the South-that is to say, which 
will bt• useful for taking livestock to Yic­
toria. \Yhibt that may benefit Queensland in 
certain directions, the people who will reap 
the gn,atest a·dvantagc, whilst at the same 
time avoiding financial responsibility for the 
<:ost, are those who arc interested in the 
-diversion of a large portion of our livestock 
to Victori,a at the expense of our Queensland 
rneatworks. It would mean that there would 
be hardly work en,;ngh for them here, there­
foro the question is one of rnost seriou~ con~ 
cern to this State. ~Whilst I am an Austra­
lian with a big outlook, I cannot stand idly 
by and see the advantage of our natural 
resource~, which arc of vital interest to this 
State. filched from us by other States, even 
though they should be able to do it within the 
four corners of the Constitution of Australia 
which I doubt. The people of Australi~ 
naturally want Australia to be as self-con­
tained as possible, and Queensland is, or 
should be, to Australia what Argentina is to 
other parts of America and to Great Britain. 
Our natural resources enable us to supply 
Australia with beef, and Victoria should not 
complain, because Qucm1sland is ono of her 
best customers for the products of her 
secondary industries. \Vhy should Victoria 
at this jnnctnro attempt to filch from us the 
trade \vhich belongs to us? It seems to me 
that the haulage cf livestock to Victoria 
wonlrl be cut of all proportion to the benefits 
to be faincd. It would not he economical to 
carry livestock with all its offal to that State 
when they could be killed in Queensland and 
the product sent in that way. I cannot 
imagine that the framers of the Australian 
Constitution contemplated that one State 
''"oukl impose an cn1bargo of this nature on 
another :State; yet that is what it is. The 
Go,-crnrnc~nt of Victoria have said to their 
Comrnisoioncrs for Railways, "You shall not 
buy lwrf which is produced in Queensland." 
If that is r.ot tantamount to an invasion of 
our rights as a State and an infraction of the 
spirit of the Constitution, I do not know what 
is. Queensland enterprise has entrenched 
iteelf in the markets of Victoria because the 
f!OOds. which Queensland produces are superior 
m th1s respect to those in Victoria; but the 
action which ha, 1-,een taken will lead to a 
more serious position than the framers of 

the regulation ever contemplated. Assume 
that they are succcosful in excluding Quoens­
land beef, prices to the cattle-grower in 
Gluecnsland will unquestionably fall, and we 
shall get into greater difficultin in our cattle 
indnstrv than those with which we arc faced 
at pres"ent. At the same time the price of 
meat throughout Australia will increase 
accordingly. An a,dditional ~d. per lb. on 
the aggregate purchase of meat throughout 
Australia will cost the people of Australia the 
sum of £2,000,000 per annum, and, if it 
amounts to an extra ld. per lb., the increased 
amount involved would be £4,000.000. If this 
a.ttitude is continued, is it not obvious that the 
Queensland interests will be unable to com­
pete and thus have no markets available? 
The result of 'l sister State prrtctically impos­
ing· an embargo on our product will also have 
a very detrimental effect on our oversea trade 
relations. The position for Queensland indus­
try would become an impossible one, particu­
larly when faced with a possible shortage of 
cattle or a difficulty in locating a market. 
If the Qqcensland industry is in a position 
to supply the requirements of Australia, and 
the Victorian Go\'<'rnment insist on imposing 
this embargo in the interest' of high prices 
for her own cattle-growers, one of two things 
must happt•n. Either the price of cattle will 
incn·~so in Victoria, or the Queensland 
interests will have to force their product on 
the Victorian market at whatever price can 
be realised. If the latter course is pursued, 
the very low price for beef will attract a 
tremendous buying public on the Victorian 
market, and, despite all obstacles, the· popu­
larity of Queensland chilled beef will increase 
to meh an extent that the cattle-growers of 
~Victoria, instead of receiving a higher price 
for their product, will be compelled to sell 
their cattle at a lower price to maintain their 
portion of the market. Is it not apparent 
what the end will be? It will not benefit the 
people of Victoria. nor will it benefit Queens­
land; but will institute cut-throat competi­
tion in the industry, with repercussions 
throughout A mtralia. That is a situation 
that was never contemplated; and it is diffi­
cult for me to understand how such regula­
tions could be framed by a Government pro­
fessing unification. There seems to be neither 
sense nor l'Cason in such a policy; and, irre­
spective of political parties, it is our duty, 
with the support of the G ovcrnment, the 
support of the Opposition, and the Sl\pport 
of the people of Queensland as a whole, to 
make our voice heard throughout Australia 
against this invasion of our right' and this 
infraction of the spirit of the Constitution. 
We must let it be known quite emphatically 
that we as a State, irrespective of our indi­
vidual shades of political opinion, are going 
to protect our industry. At the same time 
let us point out to the Victorian Government 
what their position would be if the Queens­
land. Government wore to issue to the Com­
missioner for Railways an edict similar to that 
issued by the Victorian Government to their 
Commiosioners for Railways. Such a position 
would be most serious; and I would be the 
last to advocate reprisals, becanse that is not 
in accordance with the spirit of the Constitu­
tion. It is our duty as Queenslanders and 
as members constituting a responsible legis­
lature to protect our industries in the inter­
ests of our own people, otherwise we shall 
have increased unemployment. Surely we are 
not going to sit idly by when such a state of 
affairs exists! I emphasise again that 
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286 Supply. ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

whereas the people of Queensland nave no 
desire to foist something upon the r-eoplc of 
VictDria that they do not want, it has been 
proved that the people of Victoria desire 
this chilled beef. It is beef of the highest 
quality procl!rable in Australia. The trade 
requires it; and there can be no reason why 
the Victorian people shoul·d be prohibited 
from enjoying it. I sincerely hope that the 
Government will provide a day for a discus­
sion on this very important subject, enabling 
all shades of political opinion to be brought 
to boar on the matter, so that our views in 
the form of a resolution may be transmitted 
to the people of Victoria and the Govern­
ment of Victoria as well as to the Govern­
ment of South Australia, pointing out the 
errors of their ways, and emphasising that 
Queensland is as vitally interested in this 
matter as she is in the sugar industry. 

It is most peculiar that a State which 
depends so much on Queensland for a market 
for her secondarv products should take up 
this attitude. We have uo objection to either 
their dried fruits or boots coming to this 
State. The lead they have given to the 
people of Queensland is certainly one wo 
~hould prortt by. \Ve should tell the people 
of Queensland that the time has arrived when 
the industries of Queensland should be pro­
tectetl. and see that Queensland not only 
produces but purchases goods which its own 
people manufacture. Unless we are pro· 
pared to do that, we shall sit idly by and 
watch further invasions of our State rights. 
In that eYent we shall bo shirking our respon­
sibilities, and our State will retrogress. 
Nothing I have said can be regarded as being 
uttered in a parochial spirit. I am sure I 
am expressing th0 views of the majority of 
hon. mPrnbcrs, irre~peotiYe of party. I place 
my views before the Committee so that we 
can. in son1o tangible ,,~ay, place our case 
based on our rights before the proper autho· 
rities. 

Mr. l\IOHGAN (Jiurilla): I wish to express 
regTet that the Treasurer is not feeling as 
,,,ell as he might do, and I hope that in the 
course of a few days he will be restored to 
good health. 

I listened attentively to the speech of the 
Treasurer, and could not help coming to the 
conclusion that it was the "swan song·" of a 
ringbarkod Premier. (Laughter.) 

I also listened very attentively to the state­
ment of the Treasurer that rural workers 
were entitled to the same rate of wages as 
employet>S engaged in other industries. I 
have myself made that statement repeatedly 
on the floor of this Cham her. I cannot see 
why, because a man is employed ploughing 
i,1 order to sow wheat or maize, he should 
receive any loss wage than th0 man engaged 
in ploughing for sugar. But, whereas pro­
vision has been made for the sugar-growers 
receiving a fixed price for the sugar-cane 
thev grow, no such price has been fixed for 
the commodities grown by the general agri­
culturist. If that were done, the agricul­
turist would be able to pay the worker a 
decent wage for the services he performs. It 
is unfortunate that the Government have not 
seen fit to fix a certain price for the com­
modities in the rural industries governed by 
the recent rural workers' award. The Go­
vernment have fixed a certain price for those 
commodities, but the price has been fixed 
not ~n the interests of the producer, but i~ 
the mtercsts of the consumer, and it does 
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not enable the producer to pay the wage& 
awarded by the Board of Trade and Arbi­
tration. 

Mr. FOLEY: It is the oversea prices which 
affect those industries. 

Mr. MORGAN: We all recognise that the 
home market is the best market for local 
produce. The Government have appointed 
a price-fixing board, which, in order to pro· 
tect the consumer, has fixed prices above 
which primary produce cannot be sold. Th<> 
result is that the farmer cannot afford to pay 
the wages fixed by the Board of Trade and 
Arbitration. In consequence, many men are 
thrown out of employment; yet most of these 
men would be willing to work at the rate 
of wages that obtained prior to the intra" 
duction of the rural workers' award. 

The Treasurer has also stated that we in 
Queensland have over-borrowed, and that the 
whole of Australia is in a similar position. 
I am not one of those who think that, having 
regard to the vast territory which is required 
to be developed in Queensland and assuming 
that the borrowed money had been spent 
wisely in reproductive wOrk, \V'e have ever 
exceeded the borrowing capacity of the State. 
:\1y point is that, having }1orrowed money, 
we haYC unfortunately expended it in an 
extravagant way. After millions of pounds of 
loan money have been expended, we have 
only 50 per cent. of a'sets for that money. 
Let me put it this way: We borrow £1,000,000 
with which we undertake certain work-per­
haps railway construction. \Vhcn that work 
io; terminated, we have £500,000 worth of 
actual assets in return for an expenditure of 
£1.000,000. I'\ot only arc we paying interest 
on the £1,000,000 borrowed, but we also lose 
in the value of assets. In other words, if 
we borrow that money at 5 per cent., we 
are, in effect, paying 10 per cent. on the 
actual value of the work performed. No 
country can perpetuate that state of affairs 
und become ;,uccessful. I illustrate that 
unwise expenditure by a reference to the 
Tara~Mcandarra railway, which is approxi­
mately 50 miles in length, and 1vhich took 
five or six years for this Government to con· 
struct. During the progress of construction 
the men employed numbered from ftfty to 
ninety, a.lthough there were sometime., 120 
men employed on the job; but the point to 
which I draw attention is that the number 
of officials sup£'rvising tho~c men was quite 
sufficient had 500 men been employed. 
Instead of that work being completed in 
hn'lve months, as it should have been, we 
had the spect.acle of the work being pro­
longed antl men drawing wages for super­
-vision which was far is execs:, of require­
ments, with the result that the actual cost 
of the line wa' from £7,000 to £8.000 per 
mile, and that notwithstanding that there 
were no engineering difficulties to overcome. 
Kotwithstanding that the cost of material 
may have increased in the last few years, 
I Yenture to say that, had another Govern­
ment been responsible for the construction 
of that line, the cost would not have exceeded 
£5,000 per mile. 

Further, in connection with the erection 
of a fence along a railway line. the men: 
were supposed to erect twelve posts per day, 
that being consi.dered a fair day's work. I 
know perfectly well from experience that on 
that class of land no man who called him­
self a fencer should erect loss than thirty 
posts per day. Yet the Government were· 
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satisfied that men who erected twelve posts 
per day earned a day's wages. The same 
remarks apply to platelaying, where a cer­
tain distance of line is proscribed as a day's 
work. Now, I know from men actually 
employed on the work that it has taken 
only four hours to do the fixed amount of 
platelaying, and that without any rushing; 
yet, after completing the work in that time, 
these men were allowed to cense work for the 
rest of the day. When public money is 
being expended in that manner, we naturally 
come to the conclusion that the sooner we 
stop borrowing the better; but I claim that, 
if this Government or any other Government 
were able to borrow monev at a reasonable 
rate of interest, we should not discontinue 
a borrowing policy, but safeguard the posi­
tion by ensuring that the money is not spent 
under Govern1nent supcrvisiou but under 
circumstances that will ensure its b0ing used 
upon reproductive work. If a business man 
can borrow money at 5 per cent. and make it 
return him 7 per cent.. he is on a good 
wicket. -

The TREASURER: "\Vhat business man can 
borrow money at 5 pe1· cent. ? 

Mr. MORGAN: I will put it in another 
way. If a business man can borrow money 
at 7 per cent_ and make it return 9 per cent. 
he is on a good wicket; but, unfortunately: 
the Government .borrow money at 5 per cent., 
and, after spendmg the money, they find that 
th.' a.sset represents only half the expendi­
ture. Therefore, the interest is doubled and 
instead of paying 5 per cent. we are actuall; 
paying equal to 10 per cent. on the value o'f 
the asset. 

Unfortunately, »e do not get a fair amount 
of work for a fair day's pav. 'l'he policy of 
this party and the policy ;f all those who 
would like to s~e the ,worker _give a fair day's 
work fo; a. fan day s pa:c rs clearly stated 
by Ruskm m those words-

" The beginning of every good law, and 
nearly the end of it. is that everv man 
shall do good work- for his bread. and 
that every ma.n shall have good bread 
for his \"York.'' 

Th~t is the policy in which I believe. I 
beh;ve that every man should do a f!;Oocl 
days work for a good da:y's pay, and he 
should not be encouraged to loaf because it 
!1appens to be the Government that is spend­
mg the rnonc,v. 

Mr. FoLEY: Don't the great bulk of the 
workers give a fair return? 

Mr. MORGAN: I admit that the great 
bulk of the workers do give a fair return 
but, unfortunately, in every gang there ar~ 
two or three loafers who impose on the Go­
vernment, and, if the foreman sa-cks those 
two or th1·oe men, there is a strike and those 
men are reinsb.ted. 'I'hon the r:est of the 
gang say to themselve~, " Whv should we 
do more work than these men for the same 
amount of pay? " It is not human to exoert 
one man to do twice as much work for· thE> 
same amount of pay as another man does. 
\Yherever we can engage 1nen to do work bv 
p1eccwork we should do so. If I let a con'­
tract for ringbarking or fencing at so much 
per acre, I do not care if the man earns £10 
a week, or even more. I would prefer him to 
earn as much as possible, bec:mse the man 
who would do the work quickly and do it 
:vel! is the best class of man to employ. That 
Is the class of man we should cncour1tge in 
~ustralia.. 

I want to refer also to the taxation on 
racing investments. Not very many in this 
C.hamber have much sympathy for the man 
who goes to the races as part of his recrea­
tion. If you spend your money on bowls or 
some such sport, it costs you very little in 
taxation; but, if you go to the races, immedi­
a,tely you pay a considerable tax to the con­
solidated revenue. I do not think investors 
on the tot-alisator realise the position in 
regard to their investment, and I think they 
will be surprised when they learn how much 
they eventually receive back of the money 
they put on the totalisator. 

The deductions in regard to the totalisator 
in the metropolitan area, that is within a 
20-miles radius, are-

Club 
Government 
Fractions (approximate) 

Per eent. 
8.75 
5.00 
1.00 

14.75 

Taking the case of a number of people col­
lectively inve;;ting £1,000 on the first race 
and reinveeting the dividends on the follow­
ing races, the result at the end of seven races 
would be:-

Envest:ent.l i~~~t~~~~ ------: :------

. 1,;gf.o5 !I 
First race 
Second race 
Third race 
}?ourth race 
Fifth race 
Sixth race 
SeYenth race 

726·8 
619·(1 
528·2 
450·3 
383·9 

£ 
147·5 
125·7 
107·2 
91·4 
77·9 
66·4 
56·6 

\Vhcn t.hcy lca.-e the racecourse after the last 
race-it does not matter what horses are in 
the race-they ha,ve £327 6s. left., and !.here 
remains in the totalisator £672 14s. 

What happens with regard to the book­
maker? A number of people go to the races 
collectively investing £1,000, and it is quite 
possible for them to leave the racecourse· 
after a day of racing with £2,000 or more. 
That does not often happen, as the Treasurer 
will admit. 

The TREASURER : \Yhy pick on, me? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. MOHGAN: It is quite possible for a 
number of investors to go there with £1,000, 
ancl, after the races are over, to leave with 
£2,000, £3,000, or £4,000. When investing 
on the totalisator it is impossible for them to 
leave the racecourse with more money than 
they came with. 

Questions were asked by the hon. member 
for Toowong with rega,rd to the money 
obtained from the bookmakers in 1927-28. 
The figures s.how there were 419 bookmakers, 
that the amount received was £34,975 4s. 9d.; 
and the maximum amount contributed by 
nn,v one bookmaker was £704 16s. 3d. The 
amount received through the totalisator was 
£63.421 10s. lld.-practically double r.he 
a,mount received from the bookmakers. That 
means that the investors who go to a race· 
course in Queensland, if they get on a totali­
sator, pay in taxation twice as much as they 
pay if they bot with the bookmaker. In fact, 
they pay four or five times as much, because 
it is well known that for every £1 that goes 
through the totalisatm-say at Albion Park 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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-£4 go through the bookmaker. Notwith­
standing t.hat fact, the totalisator investors 
have to pay double the amount of taxation 
that is paid by those who bet with the book­
makers. 

Mr. HYNES: You should take into con­
sideration the fees that the bookmakers pay 
to the Crown. 

Mr. MORGAN: I am taking that into con­
sideration. Thoro should be some form of 
taxation so far a.s the racing public are con­
cerned-it is more or less of a luxury-but 

I contend that these deductions 
[2.30 p.m.] from the totalisator, instead of 

being 14.75 per cont., shoul·d be 
reduced to 10 per cent. The result would be 
that more people would bot with the totalisa­
tor than with the bookmaker. The Govern­
ment would get the same amount of reYenuo 
-perhaps more. Moro money would go 
through the totalisator, the Goyernment 
would, at any rate, not lose anything in 
revenue, and in every way it would be much 
better. I claim that at present these people 
are unjustly treated. 

The TREASrRER : You do not know how 
much the bookmakers take out? 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not belioYe in bleed­
ing the industry white. It is an industry, 
and why should we bleed it white? IL you 
go to Ascot any morning, you will see num­
bers of horses there. That all means the 
consumption of a certain amount of feed 
grown by the farmer, and hundreds of men 
got employrrwnt. It may not be the very 
beet form of employment, I admit, but thoro 
they arc; they are living on this particular 
game, and the brc,xler of stud stock also 
roceiY<" rtevenue from the :~ale of blood 
animals. \Ve should not bleed the industry 
white, and perhaps cause it to cease to exist 
altogether. The taxation is too high, and I 
say that we should try to be fair, 

The TREASUHER: Yon arc conect up to a 
po;nt, but 1 do not agree with you with 
regard to the bookmakers. 

J\Tr. J\IORGAN: I hflYe already said that 
tho bookn1aker rr1a~' 1nakc a loss or a nrofit, 
but it is impossible for the totalisator to 
make a loss. The bookmaker at least takes 
tho risk, and that is a big difference. Take 
the challenge race last Saturday. For every 
£1 invested with the totalisator the holder 
of a winning ticket received £2 6s. \Vith the 
boolnnakcrs. at the starting price of "High 
Syce," 7 to 4-I kaow there were other prices 
before that -you recPiYed £2 15s., showing 
that the taxation on the totalisator is not fair. 

The TRK\SURER: It does not show that. 

Mr. MORGAN: The conditions were equal. 

The TREASUREr< : Y on know as well as I do 
that other factors operate. 

Mr. MORGAN: 1'\otwithstanding that fact, 
the bookmaker gets more business simply 
because you deduct 14.75 per cent. 

The TREASURER : K o,; the Government only 
get 5 per cent. 

Mr. lliORGAN: I am talking about the 
general deductions. I feel sure that the book· 
maker would be perfectly prepared to carry 
011 with a 10 per cent. return over the amount 
of money he handles throughout the year. I 
hope this question will be taken up by the 
public. I think they would be quite justified 
in boycotting the totalisator altogether, and, 
in fact, during the last four or five weeks 

f Mr. M organ. 

the investments with the totalisator have been 
m·er '0 much less each week than the previous 
week. The P''ople are waking up to the fact 
that the industry is paying too much taxa­
tion. They arc waking up to the fact that 
it is too expensive a sport for the people 
generally. \Ye lm,-e no right to cripple the 
industry because there are some people who 
do not believe in horscracing. 

The TREASJ:RER: If I had my way, I would 
put a tnx on those gloomy people who do 
not believe in horsemcing. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MORGAN : I hope the Government 
will aseerbin whether this taxation is justi­
fied or not. If the Government took from 
the totalisaJor 10 per cent. instead of 14.75 
per cent., the revenue would not be less than 
it is to-day, as more money would go through 
the totalisator and less to t.he bookmaker. 

:VIr. HYxES: That would be 2 per cent. to 
the Government? 

Mr. MORGAN: No. There is nothing to 
prevent the Government from receiving, say, 
4 per cent., the race clubs 4 per cent., and 
those controlling the machine 2 per cent. At 
the present time tho club receives 8.75 per 
cent. 

The TREASGRER: \Vhat is the total percent­
age dcd ucted ? 

Mr. i\10HGAN: Altogether 14.75 per cent. 
The TREASURER : \Vhere did you get those 

figures? 
Mr. MORGAN: They are authentic figures 

obtained from the department. 
The TREASURER: \Vhat is the definite deduc­

tion? 
Mr. MORGAN: The club receives 8.75 per 

cent. : the Government receives 5 per cent. 
and the fractions, the latter amounting to 1 
per cent., making- the receipts by the Govern­
ment practically 6 per cent. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
gentleman has exhausted the time allowed 
him under tho Standing Orders. 

Mr. TAYLOR llT'indwr}: The 'rreasurer 
was at great pains this morning to tell the 
Chamber that, if b:· any chance t~is party 
came into power, one of the first thmgs that 
would happen to the people of Qneensland 
would be a reduction of wages and an exten­
sion of the hours of labour: but he knows 
that that is all rubbish. We contend that 
none of those things would happen if we were 
returned to power ; but we do claim that 
there would be such a restoration of con­
fidence throughout the whole of this State 
that we would be able to reduce taxation 
without doing any of the things t.hat the 
Treasurer suggested. 

The TrmAST'REH: You are a cheerful opti­
mist, but I like an optimist. 

J\Ir. TA YLOR : I do not know whether the 
Treasurer is an optimist or a pessimist. 

The TREASURER; I am a bit of both. 

Mr. TA YLOR: The hon. gentleman seerr:s 
to be everything. During his remarks th1s 
morning he brushed aside quite airily the loss 
on State enterprises as though it did not 
matter. 

The TREASURER; I did not say that it did 
not matter. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Up to the present time the 
State has lost £2,041,000 on these enterpri~es, 
and, in addition, £577,876, representmg 
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unchargccl interest. But that is not all. The 
total indebtedness of State cntcrpnsos to the 
Treasury at the present time is no lPss a sum 
than £4.733,737, and th0 nndertakings arc 
worth only 10s. in the £1 to-day. If any 
institution or any individual offered to the 
Treasurer to-clay 10s. in the £1 for the pur­
chase of those interests that have cost 
£4,733,737, be would take it. and would 
consider that he v.-as doing good business. 

The 'TREASURER: Apply that argument to 
the railways. You would not get 10s. in the 
£ for the,;,. You would not get 2s. in the £. 

Mr. TA YLOR: The figures I am quoting 
have no reference 1vhatever to the railways. 

The TREAScRER: You can apply that argu­
ment to the railways. 

:\fr. TA YLOR: You cannot apply that 
argument to the railways at all. The loss 
on these enterprises last year was £500,000. 
How long is that state of affairs going to last? 
Is it any ';·onder that there is unemployment 
throughout the State to-day when such a 
condition of affairs is now existing? We 
can sec no evidence whatever of an attempt 
by the Treasurer to meet the situation. The 
hon. gentleman sits on the Treasury benches 
and adopts the attitude of a schoolmaster 
talking to a lot of schoolboys. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Ho takes 
the cane to the Opposition a lot of times. 

The TREASURER: I do not object to that 
~imilc, but I do wish that the class was more 
intelligent. (Laughter.) 

21.1r. TA YLOR: He takes the cane and the 
whip occasionall:. to his own party, and 
sometimes he gets the boot in return. 
(Laughter.) At the Townsville Labour Con­
vention he adopted the role of a school­
master. You know, Mr. Pollock, what hap­
pened at that conference. Thev had com­
munity singing. (Opposition laughter.) They 
had a leader of a choir. (Renewed laughter.) 
I think you know who that was, Mr. 
Pollock. The members who composed that 
d1oir were a remarkable crowd. They 
included the silver-hairecl, silver-whiskered, 
silver-tonp-ued, sil.-er-named Sih·er Collings. 
(Laughl8r.) He was in the choir, but, instead 
of singing " For he's a jolly good fellow." 
mcmori<-s of the past came to him. and he 
found hirnsclf si11gi1tg instnad "Solidarity 
For ]~y, r" ancl "Tho Hed Flag," until you, 
=:dr. Polloek, cnught his eye and brought 
him back to earth. (Laughter.) The Home 
Secretary folded his arms in his very he>t 
!\apoleonic attitude-(laughter)-and he 
could onlv utter "Oh--! Oh--!'' 
(Renewed iaughter.) M:v friend, the hon. 
rne1nbcr for Bo\Y0ll, was sitting at the back. 

Mr. Cor.uxs: Looking on and thinking 
hard. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. TA YLOR: Th0 hon. member for 
Bow en ,-as not only thinking hard, but he 
was rrroaning- " Ichabod! Ichabod! " 
(Lau;rhtrr.) The Trr-a~uror then got up in 
his schoolmaster attitude and in the "Bless 
you, my children" style, and the reels, the 
pinks-the morlorates and the extremists­
,]] fed out of his band. That is how the 
hon. g-entleman g-ot through that conference. 
If it wcrP not for the serious sta,te of affairs 
existing in Qnecnsland, it would be abso­
lutel:v ridiculous in the extreme. However, 
the Tr<•asurer came out of that conference 
with flying colours. 

Mr. Cr.AYTO!\: He was white-washed. 

1928-v 

The· 'l'HEAScRER: You accuse me at one 
time of being- dictated to by outside 
influPilccs, and then of adopting the role of 
a schoolmaster. How can I please you? 
(Laughter.) 

:\Tr. T AYL('R: I have not said that, but 
it is hig-h time tha,t the hon. gentleman was 
dictated i'o, and at the next election I think 
the people of Queensland are going- to do 
that dictation in a mrmner that it will be 
something for i-he hon. gentleman to 
rcm('mber. The administration of Queens­
land by Labour during the lost fifteen yea,rs 
has bPen a sorry state of affairs. 

Mr. CoLLIX'-, : The worki:1g population were 
never bettm· off in the history of Queensland. 
(Opposition dissent.) 

2\111-. TA YLOR: The hon. member for 
Bowcn can make himself believe anything 
if he believes that. 

The TREASGRER: You neYer were better 
off in your history than you have boon lately. 

Mr. TA YLOR: And the hon. gentleman 
was nPvor better off either. (Opposition 
laug-hter.) 

The TREASURER: I am not a. "Jeremiah," 
but you are. 

:\fr. TAYLOR: I am not a Jeremiah. I 
h:•vo too great a faith and too much con­
fidence in this State of ours. 

The 'l'REASTJRER: You have never clone so 
well in all your life. 

Mr. KERR: That is not your fault. 

The CHAIEMAN: Order! 

Mr. TA YLOR: I do realise that, if the 
present state of affairs is J:roing to be con­
tinued in this State-and Qneemland we all 
claim to ue the equal of 'll1V State in the 
Cornrnornvr-:tlth, in ~p1te of the administra­
tiou of Lho last, thin('C'n yen rs~jts progress 
will be rota.rdod. as it has in that time, so 
long a' the Soeiali~t Administration has con­
trol. Jf the Tn~a~11rer i.~ serious in his desire 
to imp<·ove the eonditiom throughout the 
StrJ!<' he will have to drop his socialistic 
ideas and replace them >Yith saner ideas 
than he has at the present time. 

'l'he 'I'REASlRER: You are always saying- I 
httve dropped them. How can I please you? 

Mr. TA YLOR: Plead guilty, and you will 
be ttll right. (Laughter.) 

The TREASURER : If I lead I am no good; 
if I am driven I am no good; if I am a 
Socialist I am no good--

Mr. TA YLOR: If you kept quiet, you 
would be quite all right. (Laughter.) Vi'ith 
the economies which in my opinion can be 
effected without causing the distress and 
trouble which the Treasurer forecast in his 
speec.h, we can get the State upon an even 
keeL as the Treasurer has described it on 
more than one occasion. 

In regard to the expenditure of loan money, 
we shall have to borrow money for ma,ny 
years to come. 'I'here is no doubt about that 
in a State like Queensland. vYhat we have 
to do is so to expend that money that we 
shall get an adequate return for it. The 
position of the railways is regrettable. I 
do not say that the Government are wholly 
and solely responsible for that. Certain 
e.hanges have taken place in the world during 
the la~t few years tha,t have made it most 
difficult for railways to pay. As I have qaid 
on more than one occasion-and I support 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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the Treasurer in his remarks-if you have a 
railway ending at point ';A," and you want 
to take it on to point " B " at an extra cost 
of £70,000 or £100,000, and you are 0nly 
going to get the same loading by extending 
it to point "B" as you get at point " A," 
then it is an <econorr.ic mistake to make that 
railway extension. The sooner the peophl of 
Queensland and of Australitt realise that the 
better. 

\Ve have to realise, too, the altered con­
dition of a.l!'air'> which exist., not only in this 
81 ate but throu!Z"hout ihc UotnlnOn"\vealth [dtd 
thn vdwlP world RO far as transport is coll­

cerrwd. In conciu..;iou, let rue sac· that mc,re 
careful acimi111stration is absolute,ly nee 'SS~_ry 
in the financial affairs of this State if we aro 
to occupy tile place \\dJich is our right us one 
of tho leadmg i::ltatcs ol the Commonwealth. 

l\1r. KERR (Enormcra): Anyone who has 
listened to the remarks of hon. members 
opposite during this ,, osion and the last 
~p~sion o·f PadianlC'llt 1nust corne t.o the con­
clusion that on eVl't": concoiYable occasion the 
Government are ap"pealing to the Opposit,ion 
to solve some of the problems which rhey 
have created. 

The TREASuRER: We are like the school-
masters. \V e ask questions yon cannot 
answer. 

)cfr. KERR : It indicates that the Trea­
surer and his party are hopelessly at "' dead­
end, because they are constantly appeaiing 
to the Opposition to solve problsms which 
they themselves cannot solve. The Treasurer, 
by way of interjection, asks the Opp•:>sition 
what they are going to do. An election has 
been spoken of, and, if there is one thing 
which is influencing the minds of the people 
outside to-day and which will undoubtedly 
play a big part in any election, it is the utter 
hopelessness of the Government. There is no 
question as to where the Opposition stand, 
and, apart altogether from the question as to 
whether the policy of the Opposition will 
appeal to the people or not, I do know that 
one of the greatest factor<> influencing the 
minds of the people in connection with the 
forthcoming election is the utter hopelessness 
of the Government, who are now up against 
a brick wall and cannot solve the problems 
which the Treasurer is always appeo.ling to 
the Opposition to solve for him. Tht•se 
problems do not alter in a day, and it rnay 
be that we shall be in the position of having 
to tackle them. 

One of the outstanding problems to-day, 
as has bcpn mentioned by different Ministers 
of the Crown, is tho Iiailway Department. 
It is said that other frtctors are operating 
which have brought about the present posi­
tion; bLlt the Treasurer htts told us that, 
if the problem in connection "·ith the rail­
ways "ere solved, it would be the means 
of reducing taxation by 25 per cont. If that 
i.; so, there is only o1w thing to ask ourselves. 
These branch linos "\Vcre in existence in 
1914 as feedm-s to the main line. As a 
mntter of cold fact, in 1914 the Liberal 
Government, with which I was certainly 
not associated, built more branch lines than 
this Government ever did. Not onh- that, 
hut for the ten previous years the Liberal 
GovC'rnment built more branch lines in 
Queensland than the present Government 
have built. 

A GOVERNMENT J'IIF.MBER: Did they pay? 

[Mr. Taylor. 

l\Ir. KERR: My reply to that interjection 
i · that the Railway Department paid into 
the Treasury in 1914 over £30,000 of a surplus 
after interest and working expenses had 
been paid. 

:VIr. :D'oT.EY: No. 
:VIr. KERR: There is the statement in 

the Auditor-General's Report. That is our 
reply to the complaint from the other side 
w1th regard to the railways. 

I aclmit that th0 nosition has become 
dilhcnlt. but who is· responsible for it? 
Surely 'tlwre is a day of reckDning, and 
tho neople of Qn0cnsland, when they got 
the dpporlnnit_v, will ''a:· that this disastrous 
state of afhirs should be remed10d. 

l\Ir. F1bn1lv, "\vhon he wns Secretary for 
Hail wa.vs, frankly admitted in this Chamber 
that the Jlaihvay Dcpartrnent was not 
expc,;ted to pay. in his opinion, the general 
taxation on the community should bear any 
ioss on the railways as the railways were 
there for the convenience of the p~ople. l 
do not think the present Treasurer agrees 
with that policy. He may do so to a limi~ed 
extent in that the Treasury on thrs occas10n 
has naid a certain amount of money to the 
Rail~vav D0partment; but I do not think 
he a"reQs that the general taxpayer should 
pa v for t hie conyonicncc to a large number 
of· people. Howeyer, the people have to 
Jpcide. The Opposition do not for a moment 
hide their light under a bushel in this 
regard. \V e sa v that it is an enterprise to, 
Le httndled by the people, but it should be 
made to pay its way. The Government ask 
us how we are f,!;Oin~· to make it pay. 'Ne 
are of the opinion that the Railway Depart­
ment should be investigated from start to 
fmish. as has been the case in other countries 
of the world. where the problem of the 
serious loss to. the taxpayer has been solved. 
'l'he Government appointed a gentleman who 
has had experience of rttilways-certainly 
not a grca t ad1ninistrator, nev~erthclcss a 
man who knows a goods tram from a 
passenger train-and this gentleman brought 
in a large report which cost the State a 
lot of money. I never heard of anything 
so ridiculous in my life as to consider for 
a moment that a g-entleman such as he 
could se lve this diHiculty in the Railway 
Dep>ertrnent. )Jo politician can solve it. 

'l'he 'TREASc'RER: Tell us how the Opposi­
t-ion aro going to solve it. 

}fr KERR : The Treasurer is the " Lord 
High. Executioner." and thinks that he can 
solve eYery problem. \Ve know there are 
exports ,,.ho ha ,-e been trained in railway 
matters for ;,·cars. and we say these are the 
men ""ho should be asked to solve the 
problem, \Yo say now, "Bring in your 
expert to find out ,,.hat is wrong with the 
railway~.'' 

Mr. Jlm;cE: Who is he? 

Mr. KF.RR : Get the best man in the 
V"orld. It is better to pay £10,000 to a 
man who is able to rectify the position in 
regard to onr railways than to go on ever­
lastingly running them at a loes. \Vhat is 
the use of the Secrctarv for Railwavs stand­
ing up and telling Us that a few men have 
not been put on: That is no solution of 
the question. 

The TREAS'CRER : You raised it. 

Mr. KERR: We 'ay that the railway prob­
lem is too big for the Premier and his party. 
Everyone knows that we have piled up deficits 
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amounting to millions of pounds for a num­
ber of :yca1s. and 1t cannot go on. There is 
a greater number of people paying taxation 
to-day, because the community is being 
searched for additional people who have not 
paid taxation for a number of years. That 
is ·why the taxation assessments are about 
14,000 more this year than last year. It is 
not a question of the inwmes of the people 
increasing. 

The railway expenditure is the bugbear of 
our finances, and I strongly a·dvise the 
Government to follow in the footsteps of 
other countries and sec if the taxpayer cannot 
be saved this recuning deficit of £1,500,0lJO 
every year. 

:\Ir. BRUCE: Would you cut down the wages 
by£2,000,000, as they did in Groat Britain? 

:VIr. KERR: The hon. member sa ye, by 
inference, that a shortage of £2.000,000 is 
going in extra ·wages to the railwaymen, 
but that i.' not true. That is not the trouble. 
If wo take rates and fares in Queensland 
to·day and the extra revenue received there· 
from. it will bo seen that all the money has 
not gone to pay the wages of the railway 
employees. 

Mr. Bm:CE: Like that £2,000,000 in Great 
Britain, I said. 

Mr. KERR: I do not know anything in 
regard to that. It is a stretch of imagination 
to say that tho increased lo,ses on the rail­
ways are caused by having to pay increased 
wages. The Railway Department should be 
in a better position to·day than it was in 
bygone days. How numy of these branch 
lines in similar circumstances paid their way 
years ago? In 1914 there were thirteen sec· 
tions opened, representing 189 miles, and in 
the last vear of this Government there were 
four sections opened with a mileage of 61 
miles-that is one-thir·d of what was opened 
in 1914, when the railways paid their way. 

I want to make another point in regard 
to railways with regard to-

REVEKUE PER TON OF GOODS OR LIVESTOdK 
CARRIED. 

1914 
1926·27 

s. d. 
10 1 
21 6 

An increase of 11s. 5d., or 113 per cent. Now, 
we know that wages have not gone up 113 
per cent. Then-

REVENUE PER PASSEKGER JO"CRNEY. 

s. d. 
1914·15 
1926-27 

1 0 
111 

An increase of 11d., or 91 per cent. I oa.nnot 
understand why the Minister continually 
quotes the ftgures he does. " Searchlight"-. 
fine authority, and an independent freelance 
in this regard-has repeatedly pointed out 
in the "Telegraph" where the Ministers are 
wrong, but still they repeat their misstate· 
111cnts. 

An analysis of the figures shows-

Average train miles per 
employee . . . . . . 

Average tonnage carried per 
employee .. 

1914-15. 1926-27. 

803 

332 

605 

219 

Those figure' show that there is something 
wrong, and that tho Minister in charge of the 
department is not competent to solve the 
difficulty. There is only one way to solve 1t. 

[3 p.m.] 
There is jmt one other point I want to 

make. The Treasurer has often asked the 
Opposition to solve his probl<ms for him. 
There is only one way to solve them. There 
io only one way to solve the railway problem 
he talks about and decrease taxation. 'There 
is no other method I know of than by 
increasing the wealth of the community, and 
I want to know why the wealth of Queens­
land has not increased in proportion to the 
increase in her population, the increase in 
>Ycalth in the other States, and the increase 
in our standaiCl of living. Certain things 
1.vhich were luxuries some years ago are now 
rcgardcrl as necessaries, our standard of 
living having risen. I an1 not going to 
say that the wealth of this great State has 
not incr2ased. Primary production has 
increased in p1·actically every way; but the 
question is whether it has increased suffi­
ciently, or as is warranted by these other 
increases I have mentioned. Has it increased 
to the same extent as in the other States? 
An examination of the figures will disclose 
the fact that. although Queensland has 
incr,casc·d in prosperity, it has not in any 
way increased in the same proportion as the 
other Statce. There can be no question of 
a ".J N<'miah" there. It is a statement of 
plain fact. In every State of Australia there 
has been rrrpid progress. ='i'obody can deny 
that. Every State and Australia as a whole 
arc wcalthv countries. There is nothing 
•nong with Queensland as a State, for in 
1914 she was the most advanced of all the 
States. In the previous five years we had 
increased our prosperity more than any other 
State in Auctralia; ;~·et during the last ten 
or twelve years we, have gone back a vast 
distance in the sense that wo have not 
increased as we should. If we endeavour to 
ascertain what the trouble is, we shall find 
that many legislative cnactments have 
imposed of late too great restrictions orl 
our production. 

The rural award has been mentioned 
to~day. The time is not ripe for that yet­
:;ou cannot put the cart before the horse. 
If anv man should receive consideration. it 
is th~ producer. Take the. pineapple crop, 
in which the grower is just about coming 
into his mYn. One man can look after 
about 5 acres of pines; but he cannot make 
out of that a.rca more than about £3 a 
week, so he cannot pa v another man £4 
odd to produce £3 w~rth of pineapples. 
There is not sufficient money in the industry. 
The sreme thing a pplics to other crops. 

The SECHP.TARY FOR AGRICl'LTURE: As a 
matter of fact, the pineapple growers are 
better off to·dav as a result of this Govern­
ment's administration than ever before. 

:r'vlr. "KERR: That is not true. There is 
only one way in which you can test pros· 
pm·ity. It is all very well to say that some 
men are making more; but at Becrburrum 
and further on, where the pines are grown, 
you cannot get away from the fact I have 
stated, and the banks here have several 
pineapple propositions which were deserted 
months. ago, and which they cannot get 
anybody to occupy. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: If that 
is true, it is unsuitable land. 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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]'\fr. KERR: That may be; I know thero 
is the instance of Beerburrum. I am only 
quoting pineapples as an example of pro­
duction from the land. I know a man who 
was growing pineapples, and was employing 
a man to look after 5 acres ; and he found 
that he had to pay that man more than 
he was getting out of it. That is not 
increasing- wca,lth to thG same extent as in 
the other States. 

The SECRET.\RY FO!l PLTBLIC LANDS : The 
pineapple position to-day is better than it 
was before this Government ca,me into power. 

:\1r. KERR: The hon. gentleman may say 
that it is better, but there is a restricted 
output as a result of what has happened, 
and the imposition of the rural award is 
going to make the position much worse. No 
hon. member on the oihcr side can claim 
that it is because of the efforts of the 
Government that the people have reached 
the position in which they are to-day. Mr. 
Ranf!er, who has had crmtrol of this section 
of the work, has done splendid work. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : This 
Government gave them the machinery, but 
your party opposed it. 

Mr. KERR: When the pact was made last 
year in connection with the canning of pines 
to be sold at a certain price when canned, 
the very first pecplc to break that pact in 
its relation to the price to be cha,rgcd wa,s 
th~) State cannery. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Anania,s 
:tgam. 

~1r. KERR: It is no use making wild 
statcmem,, I am setting out definite facts. 
There are many restrictions imposed en 
industry to-day, particularly on secondary 
industry. The supply of labour is regulated 
from the Trades Hall. I do not think for a, 
moment tha.t the regulation of the labour 
supply is in the best interests of the Rtate. 
I am not altogether averse to !abonr being 
securPd through t.he Labour Bureau; but I 
am absolutely opposed to compelling every 
man in the community to be a supporter of 
the Trades Hall. I am opposed to every 
man being compi'lled to be a unionist before 
he can claim the benefits of a,n award. There 
must be some dra'tic change in t.his domin­
eering control of the community by the 
Tro rlcs Hall interests. It is wrong in prin­
ciple that the Trades Hall should have 
secured to itself this cruel absolute domina­
tion. Capital ml'st be encoura gee! and the 
irritating pinpricks of to-day a,bsolutely 
abolishod. Throughout the whole St~tte the 
wealth of the communitv is being interfered 
with in every conceivable way by pernicious 
legislation: a,nd in making appropriations in 
this Cb1mber we s.hould set as our objective 
the betterment of our industrial position. It 
is tragic to '"itness the millions of pounds 
expended in this State with such a sma,ll 
return. 

:V1r. CoLLixs : Give us something construc­
tive. 

Mr. KERR : The hon. gentleman will receive 
that when we reach the Treasury benches next 
year. I can tell him definitely that a com­
mission of inquiry is required in connection 
with the Railway Department. That is one 
thing. Dof.s he require it a,ny straighter 
than that? Then I would suggest tha,t the 
absolnte control of labour be not vested in 
the Trades Hall, a,nd tha,t a man be allowed 
the opportunity to work. We believe in 

[Mr. [{err. 

unionism; but no man should be compelled 
to become a unionist before he can underta,ke 
any work. If he is offered 11ork, then hfl 
should have the right and privilege of 
a,ccepting it. 'That is something construdtve 
for the consideration of the hon. member for 
Bowen. 

I also suggest to him t~at the control of 
the unions should not be m the hands of a 
few domineering agitators, .well _Paid, and 
with the control of the rules m thetr pockets. 
The rank and file should govern the unions 
a,s unions should be governed, a,nd the Tr<des 
Hall should not be a hotbed of industrial 
unrest but should be a hall of trades and 
indust~y. 

The Treasurer makes such a wishy-washy 
speech that no one knows where he stands. 
To-day he sa,ys one thmg, and to-morrow 
deliberately repudiates wha,t he has pre­
viously said. No one knows where he stands, 
or what he is going to say next. He does 
not seem to have any dellnite pc·licy. 

Even the hon. member for Bowen has, lost 
his " punch " because he has dropped the 
only plank 'he ever had-Socialism. When 
speakin~ the other day, the hon. member 
made n~ reference to tha,t plank of his plat­
form. The only thing f01· which he could b~ 
commended in the past was his ho:wsty and 
genuineness in connection with his platform; 
but he has dropped that overboard now, and 
he was hopelessly at sea the other day when 
endeavouring to make a speech. I for one 
am very gla,d to see that he has .-h·opped !hat 
plank and that he is now showmg a lnLl& 
cornmon sonse. 

I now desire to deal with money we ha,ve 
borrowed which is wrapped up in this appro­
priation. ' The Treasurer now inti~ates that 
he is totally opposed to borrowmg m conne?­
tion with everythinG' but pubhc works. It IS 

interesting to note that during his two years' 
Premiership he has borrowed. over £9,000,000, 
while the annual mterest btll has mcreased 
by £584,717. The decrease in receipts from 
loan services and works during the same 
period has amounte-d to £485,470, :vhile for 
every £1 of shrinkage of those recetpts there 
htts been an increase in the pubhc debt of 
£19 10s. &d. How long is this State going to 
suffer in this manner? 

\V c have b.ofore us eerta,in public works and 
an irrigation scheme. It will be interesting 
to hear from the Minister in charg-e of those 
irrigation works, which aro to c• •• £5,000.000 
when completed, what the return from the 
expenditure of that money is going to be. No 
one secrns to know verv much about the 
scheme. The only thing we know is that we 
have an officer in charge of this department 
spending millions of pounds; but not one 
word about what the ultimate result is to be. 

It was the same in regard to the expendi­
ture of loan money in the p:tst. Taxation 
was not introduced for the alleged purpose 
of carrying out unremunerative public. work.s. 
It was introduced to meet the expendtture m 
connection with the cost of a-dministration 
and humanitarian legislation. No man hesi­
tates to pay income tax for humanitarian 
measures, but people making small profits 
only do object to paying large amounts of 
taxation to the Government to make up the 
losses they have incurred in unremunerative 
public works and State enterprises. The 
Government are a body of incompetents who 
have been finnicking with administrative 
matters, and the result to-day is absolute 
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financial chaos. There needs to be a commis­
sion appointed to inquire into the whole of 
our public works policy. If I had my way, 
a commission such as was sugge·-ted by the 
hon. member for Toombul would be appointed 
to go into every work undertaken by this 
Government, and into the expenditure of 
every penny on it in order to find out why it 
was not more remunerative. I can point out 
where money costing the State 6 per cent. 
has been expended from the trust funds for a 
return of under ~ per cent. Members on the 
back benches on tho Government side do not 
giYe consideration to these matters. It is 
more interesting to them whether there 
should be da v or night sessions, or whether 
this ono or that one is selected in a plebiscite. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon, mem­
ber has exhausted the timo allowed him under 
tho Standing Orders. 

Mr. SWAYNE Pfirani): The Treasurer 
asserted that we on this side have not indi­
cated in what manner relief can be given in 
taxation; but the direction is fairly obvious. 
Relief can be obtained bY the hotter use of 
the riches that N aturo ha·s placed at our dis­
posal, by taking such steps a·- will induce 
capital and people to come hero and settle 
the country, by increasing our resources, sell­
ing more than we do at present, adopting 
more businesslike methods to meet our com­
mitments in. the shape of interest on loans, 
paying for whc,t we import from overseas, 
producing more and exporting the surplus, 
instead of living on borrowed money as >Ye 
have been doing for many years. V.l e now 
find, as the GoYernment were warned, that 
loan money is failing us, hence the distress. 

It behoves the Government to learn the 
lesson and give fair play to those who come 
to a;,ist us in the development of our great 
natural resources. I ""m quite aware that in 
doing this it will be, perhaps, necessary to 
repeal some of the class legislatiou that has 
become law; but .,-o should be govc>rncd in 
such a way a.s will inspire confidence cmd 
testify to the fact that all classes of a. com­
munity arc receiYing fair pl11y. At the 
present time the gPneral impression-and it 
is held on good ground-is that only one class 
in the community is considered and that all 
other sections are neglected. In that rega.Id 
there is room for imprm·cment. 

\Vhon speaking on this matter, the Trea­
surer pointed out the difficulties facing the 
State in having to provide means of transport 
over great distances with such a sparse popu­
lation to use that means of transport. 'rhose 
difficulties can only be met by settling the 
areas at present unoccupied, which will p•·o­
vido freight for conveyance on the railway 
lines which at present traverse unsettled 
count-ry. But to do that there must be a 
different policy pursued towards the primary 
producer than is followed at present. Fur­
thermore, we must disabuse the minds of 
hon. members opposite of their strange 
doctrine that to reduce taxation will be bene­
fiting only the. ric.h and doing no good to the 
poor. Surely It must appeal to the Treasurer 
that, if some of the money paid in taxation 
were left in the pockets of the taxpayers by 
a reduced taxation policy, there would be an 
incentive to deye]op the resources I have men­
tioned ! That would be the means of stimu­
lating production and crea.ting work, and 
would be of inestimable benefit from a 
national point of view. 

It seems to me that the Treasurer takes a 
very narrow view of most important public 

qnestions. As an illustration of the fallacy 
of his suggestion that there is no over­
shffing in Government departments and that 
there is no sbgnation in production, I pro­
pose to quote comparative figures in connec­
tion with agriculture, in which there has been 
a falling off. In quoting the various acrea.,-es 
I do not intend to include fallow land, but 
merely give figures as to the ,'1crcage under 
plough in Queensland. In 1914, when thu 
area under plough in Queensland was 981,4?8 
acr·es, the emJoloyees of the Department of 
Agriculture and Stock-which is the depart­
ment charged with the welfare of agriculture 
generally-numbered 155. In 1923, the 
number of employees in that department had 
increased to 347, although the land under 
plough was only 871,968 acres. Thoro was 
actually a decrease in the acreage under the 
plough in 1923 as compared with 1914. 

Going still further, in order to illustrate my 
Etrg·urncnt, in 1926 the aroa under the 
ploug-h had increased to 1,039, 765 acres 
;dld 1 he num her of employees in the 
Department of Agriculture had increased 
to 528. Coming to 1927, the number 
of employees had further increased to 555, 
while the acreage under the plough had again 
decreased according to the figures suppl,t' 
by the Government Statistician, tho total area 
under the plough in that year being 941,783 
acres. In other words, a comparison for the 
two years shows that we had twenty-seven 
more employee" and 97,982 acrb lc'ss under 
cultivation. 'l'o put it in another way, for 
cvorv additional official in the Department 
of AgTiculturc there were 3,628 acres less 
under the ploug·h. If that doe, not show 
stagnation and overstaffing, I do not know 
what does. I am quite prepar"d to admit 
that. as a result of the big increase in the 
number of employees in the department, 
n1anv ncv: actiYitir-s of a beneficial nature 
ha.Yc" been inaugurated. I am by no means 
f'riticising the increase in t!Jc nu1nDcr of 
employees. but I do say that with that large 
addition in the employees there ought to 
have beC'n a corresponding increase in the 
area under production. As the department 
gTows, the range of activities with which it 
is charged shoul-d increase; but, instead of 
that. while the st.aff has increased. from 155 
to 555, the area under production remains 
very much the came. Even if the department 
had not engaged in these new activities, 
there should ha vc been an increase in the 
acreage under production; therefore, with 
these increased activities, there should have 
been a still greater increased production, 
instead of which the position is somewhat the 
same as it was thirteen or fourteen years ago. 
\Vith the increased activities we should have 

'double-d our area under the plough. That is 
a highly unsatisfactory position. The bene­
ficial legislation of the present Administra­
tion has been more than counterbalanced by 
the injury done to our agricultural industries 
in other respects. and. as a result, the posi­
tion in the agricultural industry is no better 
than it was fourtec•n years ago. The rest of 
the world is not going to allow us to monopo­
lise this country and make such a poor use 
of it as we arc at present. 

Another means of improving our flnancial 
position and of improving our trade balance 
so that we shall have to buy loss abroad is to 
manufacture more of our own raw products. 
Let us take one only of our secondary 
industries. 

.Mr. Swayne.l 
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Close to the locality v:here I reside 
thPn' 1" a chain factory in East Bris­
barw-I think about the only works of 
the kind in Amtralia. One' would 
have thought that the Government would 
have .done 'orncthing to encourage an enter­
prise of that kind, in view of what we have 
heard from the other side in the way of criti­
cism of other States. whose Nationalist Go­
vernments hon. members opposite have been 
twitting with importing goods from abroad 
instead of patronising local manufacturers. 
The Government might have shown a good 
example in that respect. Itl ,·egard to this 
particular industry-and I am afraid this 
only illustrates the position in regard to many 
other industries-the Railway Department 
has bought 47 tons of chains at a cost of 
£2,900, and only £150 out of that amount 
has been spent in Queensland at the only 
chain factory which is in operation here. lt 
may, perhaps, be said as an excuse that the 
price or the quality was wrong; but I can 
easily disprove such an assertion by showing 
ihat, \vhilc our G-ovcrnrncnt rlepartments 
haYc only paid £150 for the Queensland pro­
ducts, New South Wales has bought £3.000 
worth of these chains. The total require­
ments of the .1\~w s,outh Wales Rail­
way Department last year were £4,500, 
out of wluch £3,000 came to Brisbane. 
It is estimated that about 11 miles 
of chains will be required for the 
tramways in New South Wales next year; 
and I am informed t.hat our local factory has 
every prospect of getting the order for that 
work. Again, this same firm supplies the 
New South \Vales Harbours and Hivers De­
partment and Irrigation Department with 
all the chains they require; yet the combined 
orders from all the Queensland departments 
in five years have only amounted to £150. 
As proving that there can be nothing wrong 
with the price or the quality of our Queens­
land artidc, I have a list here of 200 
customers, most of \vhom have placed repeat 
orders with this Brisbane firm. Let me quote 
a few of these customers:-

[3.30 p.m.] 

Brisbane Citv Council. 
Mossman Sugar Mill, North Queensland. 
Colonial Sugar Refining Co1npany. 
New South Wales Railways and Tram­

ways. 
Globe Worsted Mills, Sydney. 
A.delaicle Steamship Company, Limited. 

J\1, ck:n. 
William c;,llin and Sons, Limited, Bris­

bane. 
Department of Public \Yorks, Sydney. 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company, 

Limited, .1\ewcastle. 
Tooths Limited, Sydney. 
Metropolitan Meat Industry Board, 

Homebush. 
Department of Defence, Sydney. 
Hovo ard Smith, Limited, Sydney. 
Burns, Philp, and Co., Brisbane. 
Eliza Tinslcy, Limited, Melbourne. 
Broken Hill Associated Smelters Limite-d 

Port Pirie. ' 
E. G. Eager and Sons, Brisbane. 
Geelong \Voollen Mills (5.200 feet). 
Water, Sc\verage, and Drainage Board, 

Sydney. 
W. B. Carr, Brisbane. 
Thomas Borthwick and Sons, Brisbane. 
Hadfields Limited, Sydney. 
J ames Camp bell and Sons, Limited, Bris­

bane. 

[Mr. Swayne. 

QtH'Pnsland l\leat Export Company, Bris­
bane. 

Mort's Dock and Engineering Company, 
Sydney. 

U11ion Steamship Company. 
Hoskins and Co., New South \Vales. 

Such customers as the Colonial Sugar Refin­
ing Company-which is managed by shrewd 
business men who .do not pay more for an 
article than it is worth-and the Broken Hill 
Proprietary Company, Limited-who would 
not be likely to buy from this firm unless it 
was good buying--may be quoted as evi-dence 
that the quality and price are right. Never­
theless, during five years the Queensland 
Government have spent only £150 on local 
chains, in spite of all their protestations 
regarding the support of local industry. 

It may be argued, of course, that the prices 
of this locally-produced article are high, and 
I quite realise that material has to be bought 
in Brisbane on business lines. I would be the 
ver•· last to urge the Government to buy a 
thi;rg irrespectiYe of value simply because 
it was made in Queensland; but I think the 
list of customers from which I have quoted 
shows that the value is them or keen business 
fn·ms such as I have mentioned woul-d not 
buy. 

I have here also a list of tests of chains 
of different kin.ds made by this firm. Let me 
take conveyor chain. The imported sample 
at 1s. 9d. per foot will stand a test of only 
75 lb., whereas the local chain will stand a 
h•st of 2,450 lb. There is no comparison in 
the strength. 

A GovEmDIEKT ME~IBER : W,hat is the 
price? 

Mr. SWA YNE: There is a shilling differ­
ence between them, and I think that is 
justified when you compare the quality. 

.Kat only the railways here but the Har­
bours and Rivers Department also are users 
of chain. and, ds I have pointed out, the New 
South \V ales marine engineering firms use it. 
I think it most necessary to call the atten­
tion of the Government to the matter. There 
rnav be good reasons why even in the face 
of the evidence I have quoted they have not 
used more of it; but it is very har.d to dis­
cover them. \Vith such a range of customers 
and 'o many repeat or-ders it seems that the 
Yalue must be all right. 'fhe fact of the 
matter is that in Queensland the British 
Board of Trade te't'· are not used by the 
Gm·0rnment and a poor article is alloweJ. 

I want again to urge, as I ha YC often done 
in my speeches in this Chamber, that in the 
expenditure of public money such as we are 
a'kcd to v-ote b:1 this rewlution more use 
should be made of the piece-work system. 
{}n~r and over again I have stressed the waste 
of the day-labour system. In fact, I have 
clone it in ,eason and out of season. I am 
quite content to admit that there are 
occasions when it is most suitable; but, on 
the other hand, the day-labour policy as 
carried out by the Government, irrespective 
u£ the natm:o of the work, has largely 
Lrought about the position we are in to-day. 

Oyer and over again £3 is being spent to 
!tav-e £2 worth of work performe-d, or, in 
other words. £3,000,000 is required to carry 
out operations that should cost only 
£2,000,000. In view of our huge annual 
interest charge, it is nothing short of 
criminal that the future people of this coun­
try should be involved in heavy interest 
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"Cmu;uinnenh for all tirnc as a result of 
the wast~ of bonowccl money. Although 
this ma'' l>c the last financial year in which 
the GoYernmcnt '\'ill administer the affairs 
of the cmmny, I urge even at this late hour 
that they asc a littlu comrnon sense. 

All over the country, wherever you go 
you hear the s11me complaint that the chil­
ch·cn of t.ht> ronntrv should rocPive the sa1ne 
trcatmcut a~ 1 he 'children of tho cities in 
the m:u ter or school accommodation. I 
rcalisP that the Secretary for Public Instruc­
tion is thoroudlly svrnpathetic, but the 
trouble lies with tho Department of Public 
\York~--a Jpna rhnont '.':·hich finds it necossarv 
to c,;:pcnd £3 to produce £2 worth of work. 

The CH AHDtAN: Order ! The hon. 
Jncmbcr has c-..:haust~d the rin1o allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. G. P. BAR="ES (Warwick): This 
morning the Treasurer charged hon. members 
on this side with hav;ng rnad!:} no suggestion 
of a n'nledjal nature jn connection with our 
present problems. If the policy of the 
Opposition had hoen adopted, the country 
would have been spared from the horrible 
rlilernrna that we V\·ltnes.s to-dttv. If our 
suggestions \Vcro not acted upon,~ it was not 
through anv fault of membPLl on this side of 
the Chamber. During the thirteen years of 
office of this Governn,ent the Opposition 
have rrw.cl.o suprcrne cft'orts to frustrate the 
mad pclicy of the Go,·crnrnPnt from timo 
to time. There is no doubt that this party 
was 11CYC'l' at one with the Go\·cnnncnt in 
the cxpcnditnre of huge surns on enterprise. 
and, if tlw Or,position ;,,d not bc.,n watchful 
of the interests of the> people another 
£5,000,000 might h.wo been expended on 
another enterprise at Bowen. \Y c ought to 
be very thankful that the country \Vas saYed 
that expenditure. In that c•ffort bv another 
Chatnb(·r we \VCl'E' sncrc:E:~fu1 ; GUt in the 
other dirPciions. our C{)n:"tructivc suggestions 
were of IJO aY<LIL and wo u,rc to-dav landed 
iu tho lo::s of rni1lio11~ of lllOill'V that can 
never bo recouped. \Yhat have o~u~ thousrhts 
been in connection with land settlement'!~ lf 
the critiei:,ln of this side ancl the old policy 
of a previous Governmcut had be0n carried 
into cffc·ct. would we• haye been in the mess 
that we :tl't' in with our railways to-clay? 
="ot by any means. Tho position is created 
because of discouragement of the landholder 
111 eYorv di rer:tion by the Gov<ernment in the 
earl_-:;· days of their acbninistration. It is 
because sdtlement has not proceeded han'tl 
in hancl with railway construction. When 
the propo,als to construct these railways 
were brought do\Yn hon. 1nernbcrs on this 
side Ut'ged that railway constJ-uction and 
land settlement should proceed simul­
taneously. lf that is not constructive criti­
cism, then hon. members opposite can toll 
me what is. Simultaneously with the build­
ing of railways there should he land settle­
ment and prodnction to keep pace with 
them. Imtcad of that policy, production 
has gone to ihe wall. 

It is not interesting to quote cold figures 
for a second time, but the fact remains that 
beforP the advent of this Government our 
railways 'vere carrying a tonnage in excesJ:< 
of what they are carrying to-day. Figures 
I quoted on a previous occasion showed that 
thc tom;age of goods carried on our railway,, 
~o-da v 1s 229,368 tons less than was carried 
m 1914-15. What has happnned? Those 
figures show that, although the Government 

have spent .£20,000,000 in constructing rail­
\Vays. they have done nothing to encourage 
simultaneous land settlement. That has been 
a hug·o blunder, and is accountable for the 
position we fmd ourselves in to-day. 

There is another direction in which we 
have not supported the policy of the Govem­
ment. That is the policy of the Government 
in borrowing money locally. A paper tabled 
ia this Chamber recently disclosed the fact 
that no less a sum than £26,554,379 has been 
raised in Australia with the condition that 
is shall bo free of State and Federal income 
tax. and that a further sum totalling 
£12,848.318 has been raised free of Federal 
incomo tax. That is approximately 
£40.000.000 has been raised free of Federal 
in.con1c tax and to some extent State income 
tax. That principal is wrong. The Opposition 
told the Government at the time that they 
did wrong in taking that money from enter­
pri~c. Lwcause we belic\'Cd that the Govern­
mcut would kill industry to a large extent 
by this method. They relieved the owners 
of that money of the obligation of paying 
taxation on that money, and thus imposed 
additional taxation on those running entcr­
wises and industries in this State. Is it 
fait· to single out the men who have thu 
courage, the carnos;tncss, and are vYilling to 
take on the responsibilities of our industries 
and penalise thPrn iu this manner? The Go­
vernment penalised those who elected to 
become captains of industry. Did the Go­
\"Cl'Iuncnt do anything \Yhen we raised this 
aspect of the (]tn•stion? Only to-day the 
hon. InC'tnber fot' Sandgatc J"liscd the quE''i­
tion of th~ en1bc.rgo pt<JC('rl upon our beef 
by the Victorian Gov<'rttn1l'nt. It was not 
for us to do that. Surelv it was the dutv of 
the Government to take the initiati,·e in that 
direrotion! Victoria is the greatest manu­
factuJ·ing State in Australia. \Vhat would 
the people of that State think if we turned 
around and said, "\Ve will take none of 
your good~. \V c will place an f'rrlbargo on 
them. and insist that they shall be specially 
branded in this, that, and thP other direc­
tion bPcausc thoy arc competing with our 
rnanu£actures " ? \"\.,.. o are being as~ailed in 
every direction. rrhnt is one aspect of our 
constructive policy-that we should protect 
Ol!rselvc~. 

Thf're is another matter: Kew South 
\'~.,..ales <'xploit:; our trade in a giYml, direction 
b:, fr1v-oured railage1 from Sydney to our 
border. Although I have asked questions in 
this House, tho Gov-ernment have not raised 
their little fmgcr to protect the Qneensland 
interests On the table of the House to-day 
th0re arrc astouulling figures 'vhich indica~c 
that a v-ast quantitv of flour and mill offals 
i,, f'ntering Quec,:;sland via \VoJlangarra 
simply a the result of the favoured legisla­
tion \vhich enables the Kew South Wales 
miller to c ''nloi t the trade of Queensland. 
\Ve say that the Que.Jnsland Government 
shonld do somt>thing to prcYent the decline 
in Quf't'nsland ind ustriPs, aild thus assist in 
proYiding employment. 

YI:r. IIANLON: We cannot interfere with the 
="' e\v South \Yales railway rates. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: If \\e arc attacked 
in a given direction, surely it is not beyond 
the Government of this State to say, "Gentle­
men, if you do that kind of thing, then we 
intf'ncl to protect the industries of our State, 
because what is ' sauce for the goose is sauce 
for the gander.' " 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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Mr. HANLON: Incidentally your people 
would be enjoying half the railway rates 
charged elsewhere. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I do not know that 
it would be right to do that; but I do think 
that negotiations with New South Wales 
might be initiated, so that they might be 
informed that, unless they are prepared to 
extend equal conditions to Queenshtnd the 
Queensland Government will consider 'somu 
other action. 

All along the line we have been making 
constructive sug;restions to the Government 
by pointing: out that they were doing destruc­
tive work m th1s, that. and the other direc­
tion. The. Treasurer has made special refer­
ence .to ra1hvays, and, in spra.king th(· other 
day m answer to criticism by the Opposition 
regarding the unwise expenditure of money, 
he repeated that. members on this side had 
expended money in connection with railways 
to an al~rrnmg extent when they were in 
office. ~ow. where would the main trunk 
lines be without their feeders, which tap the 
wonderful agncultural resources of the 
State? The matter must be considered from 
more than ono aspect; but the Treasurer 
hurled the charges at members on this side 
that there. were fourteen railwa:v proposals 
approved 1!1" the last sr•o-sion of the Parlia­
ment in which the anti-Labour forces were 
lll nov c1· · tJwt O!lP ot ttlP'-'0 raihvnv•~vin 
n•ct<t~-- oHic c~'< £1.0:~0.000 · and ti1at "\Ye 

would then have had three linos to Sydney. 
There are more than three lines to Sydney 
at p~osont1 and, unless we wake up and do 
certam thmgs, there will be mmc. In the 
first place, ther!' is thn line to Mungindi, 
and then there 1s tlw !me to Morce in con­
nection with which there is an idea' to build 
a connectwn to Cunnrtmulla. These are the 
connections that we have discussed·. 

In reply to the Treasurer's statement' that 
1 he Yi" >·r•ct:> wotild cost £1.008,000. I should 
hkc to quote the re.rnark of Mr. Paget, then 
Sccl'ctary for Ranwavs. as rcportL'd in 
" Hansard," volume CXIX., for the vear 
1914. In n;oving; the approval of the pians, 
etc., of the Mount :blwal'ds to Merivale 
R>:ilway, he said the cost was made up in 
th1s way:-

:Yll s. Chns. ! £ 

IpRwirh to 1InnUi11a .. ~ 23 
Munhma to T,!nnda"\Ykr' 19 
Llantlav .. ·ke to tiiJJllmit 1 12 
Summit to l\lerivale • . ~ 12 

08 

64 
22 
33 
50 

9 

Speaking on that occasion I said-

1n0,000 
1:?.1,775 
219,570 
122,271 

£563,610 

" "Gndoubtedly, it included the cost of 
rcsumptwns, and •so doe< the estimate for 
this line from Mount Edwards to Mary­
va]c. It includes every possible cost. and 
I hold that if it is built over difficult 
r<-UH!·e {_'Oll~:tr:· for £13,906 lH~r ruilP, wu 
shall got t.h<; ru,il ~ay constructed very 
cheaply. It rs a p1ty that we have not 
1nore f!IOUntainous country. Instead of 
regrcttmf(' that wo have difficultie;; due to 
mountainous country to overcome WC' 

should rejoice that we have what r:mun­
tainous country we have, and regret that 
we have not more. The total cost of the 
line is estimated >tt £388,384. To this is 
to be added £20,000 for rolling-stock, 

[Mr. G. P. Barr1,es. 

£15,000 for rearranging the Warwick 
Station, and £100 000 for regrading the 
ox1stine; line from Ipswich to Munbilla. 
T.he Minister for Railways, when speak­
ing on this subject last year, indicated 
that the rearrangement of the Warwink 
Station yards, for which a sum of £15,000 
is set down in this est.imate, would not, 
in his opinion, be necessary. The hr)n. 
gentleman went so far as to say that as 
rega.rds the £100,000 in connection with 
the Munbilla line, that need not enter 
into our thoughts, for the simple rea~orr 
that. in any case, tbe Munbilh-Ipswish 
section would have to receive attention at 
the h ,nds of the Railway Department. 

" M1·. Stevens: For what reason? 
"Mr. G. P. BARXES: Simply because 

the grades arc so stiff >tnd the rails too 
light to carry the heavier traffic that now 
~or- oYc'r ttJc l'8n~e. Th{~ rnatter. there­
fore. r<'c-olves itse:f into a cost of about 
£419,000." 

Vl'hcre does the £1,000,000 come in? 

_u 3.54 p.rn., 
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Brcmrr). one of the 

panP] of 'l'omnomrv Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairmltn in the chair. 

Mr. G. P. BARj\;'ES: The other day I 
askPd a pertinent. nucstion in regard to one 
of those railw,,v,. This House knows that in 
sen~on nnd otlt. of St'ason 1 havt~ stressed the 
irnpol'tancc of linking up onr border ra,ilways 
in order to fH~curc tr:tclc for our ports, and 
claimed. as pointed out by the fonner Corn­
miesioner for B.ailw:tys, ~\Ir. Thallon, tha.t the 
Yia n'eta i~ y}tnl in the interc~ts of the 
trade nnd norts of Queensland. I hnve 
emphasised that on all occasions, and last 
se ,si on I a ;rain bwn;rht tho matter forward. 
The Dirrm1bandi extension was one of the 
fourtPcn raib·avs referred to by the Leader 
of tho Govormncnt. This would not be a 
branch line. but is necessarv in order to 
secure for Quf'lmsland thP trad;, which belongs 
to Oueenslancl. But this Go•·ernment, for 
Rorn0 rcaf,,Jn that no one can fathom, never 
constr11ctcd tha.t line. In reply to my ques­
tion the Premier told me that-

" The Queensland Government do not 
frtvour the policy of building strategic 
railways along State borders to capture 
the trade from other States, and likewise, 
it objects to other States adopting such 
policy. The Railway Department and 
Governments of the States concerned 
should work amicably, and trade which 
rightly belongs to ports should go to 
tho30 ports irr<'SP<"ctive of which State 
they may be in, provided that ono Sta~e 
h"s not alrcadv built the necessary rail­
way connectio'ir. In such cases there 
should not be duplication." 

That is an cxtrcmelv libel a] >va0' o£ looking 
at the other fellow's ~business, but we arc not 
out to do that. Apparently that spirit does 
obt>tin in regard to the beef business in Vic­
toria and the flour trade in New South \Vales 
,·cry forcibl:v, and the spirit. is the same 
right through. \V e have to bestir ourselves, 
and look after our interests. The other 
States are not going to do so. It is unthink­
able that the Treasurer and the Secretary for 
Railways should not have looked into this 
matter in the interests of Queensland. On 
the Dirranbandi line-which is one of the 



Supply. [21 AUGUST.] Supply. 297 

few lines that paid during last year-the 
result 'vas-

£ s. d. 
Net l'('YC11UC 38,676 0 0 
Intere't return on capital 

(per cent.) 4 1 8 
Amount short of interest 

paid 6,796 0 c 
If the other section I mentionGd had been 
carried cut, there would not have been that 
less of £6.796. The proof of that ;, thi,;: 
\¥ e are not following our trade; our trade 
is going to New South \Vales. [ tumcd up 
the report of the Commissioners for Railways 
in :'\tw South \Yalcs, which contains these 
figures with regard to traffic from Bourkc 
last year-

Passengers carried 
Outward railage of goods (tons) 
Inward railage of goods (tons) 

9.903 
5.942 
9,902 

The earnings totalled £36,789, sho\Ying an 
increase OYPl' the pt'f'Yious year of £7.10-1. 
The great bulk of that traflic is Quecmland 
wool-the b<•st paying stuff \H' have-yf't the 
Governrncnl., ln an~werlug a quC'~ti011 1 put. 
arc ttltogether oblivious to the interests of 
Queensland, and {)11 1hat seor(' W!' c:a!JllOL 

repose on0 bit. of ('onridr-nct> i11 11\(~m. ThP 
LUinlwr of bale:-- nf wool ea rnt'd Jn:-;t .··(·ar 
was 3-.+.886. as agaiJJst 26 253 in 1926. 1 1111~1 111 
haYe qnotr'd 2\lungind1 n~ \\elL but l~t:ud.;-( 
sufiico:J fo1· nn: <lrc:unH•Jlt. l IJ<I\t' h('t'll ~Jr,•:....s­
ing drn·lug n;y cnn'Pr in Pa.rii;llJlt'ill {'Oll­

np(·t ion with 1 he collstruction of thP y ia 
recta that it. i~ P~SPtdwL [llld that.. -if tlw 
int(~rest~ of t,luec'll:·daud ar(' iu h· coll:-PrYl'd. 
both the Yin rPcta nnd t.IH' linP dup \VPst. 
along thn bordt>r a·~ far :1s HaJTinP·llll ::;hnuld 
b9 construetPd by 1 b~" l)Lit'('f!~L, :'d GoYt'J'll­
mcllt. for ihP pprtlll('llt rt'<l~on ach-anccd hv 
J\Ir. -'l,hnllott thaL ,,-h('tl \'<lU g-vt bt~voncl 
rrJJallon \VC> _!Yin' <l\1 Ull'dUt' "!'ltlil'tq!'i' <HlYtll11<lQL' 

to New South \YalPs as ag:unst our own ;)tau'. 

It is rny dut,v thls afternoon. rc1n·e.~Pntinp; 
the f'On~tituf'tlC\' tlwt 1 do. lo rnakC' J'('ferenCL' 
t-11 the a.r-- !lHJ{'r.Its placf'd lwfore tl1P 1-Iouse bv 
the Prrrnit:r two or three tlrn('S during- rh{s 
session in conneetion with thP hui1dincr <)f ihat 
e"~;:tpnsion. I ~a.v ihat the ntilwav th:t above 
all others should haY<' rr·et•in•d tlte attemion 
of 1hP GovernnH'Ili- i~ t lw hnrdPr Line in orclt'r 
to conscryr to Qu<'l'n~IaiH1 hPl' O\\'n trade. 1 
a1n sun• that 1 Tlf'l'd ;--;av 110 lllOl'(' 1han that, 
I tru~t thai. tlw G~l\'l'l'l;Inent. t}1oug-h late in 
the day, will adm1t that the Oppo-ition, in 
fighting for that kiud of thjnQ", n n' \\·orkincr 
in the intcrc~ots of a h·ut~ con:,truetiY(' policy~ 

l4 P·'"'·J 
Mr. lJEAC'Ol'\ (r'm!llill'tlwm): find it 

dif!ieult to spo"k in this Chamber this aftfor­
noon. Jt. :-<'PHIS impossible to sav .anYthinO' 
to l'('forrn the Govc-rnrnent. .[ l'(~garcf the~ 
H:-i i he tou~·hc, t uroYH1 i-ha t ever gov-erned 
m1y eountr:,. (Laughter.) 

The TK~IPCRARY CH,\ IR:VLA:\': Order! 
I do not lilw the hon. Jn<'mber's language. 

Mr. DK\COX: 'I'hP 'I'n•asuror this morn­
ing admitt~d that he was in difficulties and 
he as;,,d for advic0. But what is the 'good 
of giving the hon. gentleman adYicc' A 
lcng tim<' ngo, YYhon he was going to 
Bngland, ho said that the time had como 
when he wantf•d adv)c?, and probably at 
that tune he was wrlhng to t.ako it. Of 
course, at that time he was going home to 
call on the bank. (Laughter.) I can quite 
understand his positio11, I should feel :very 

humble m,·sclf if I were in the same position. 
1 would go home in the same mood, At 
that time he wa& quite willing to agree 
to anything; hut, after he came hack. ha 
and his collcag:u<~s bccainc just the sarne 
as ever They do not really care what is 
happening. I do not think that in the whole 
lot. even on the b>lCk bench-even in that 
corner-there is anv one of therrl who cares 
-,yhat h:q1pcns. They ask for advice, as the 
TrNtsurer a~kL'cl for adYice this n1orning. 

1\Ir. HA~:LOx : Then give it to ns. 

Mr. DEAC'O:\: Th" Treasurer has been 
getting it all day. He made a speech in 
which he asked for advice. and five rninutes 
afterwards he went out. lle does not want 
advice. lie does not care how thit1gs are 
~,oiug. He dol's not roally care if there is 
a lot of unc•nTplonuont in the iState. He 
dot>.~ uot care if t;txation is too heavy. 

.:'.Ir. HANLON: That is your care. 

:Vh. DEACOX: It is thn care of the man 
who has to pay it. Hon. members opposite 
Lave be0n :-'fi,'/lng, •· Show us where we are 
uDing \Vrong. '' \Ye do. but they do not 
l~>tPJL The:y ar<> too I hick skimwd-that 
i, tht) trouble \Yith thPnl. Taking them as 
1l1(' HJa:u1ger~ cf thn State, they are as thick 
~kiurwd a loL a-, thf'r·J arc in i-\ustralia. 
tLanght('r.) l wonld like to say more about 
thcnl::......._mor·(' tha11 T an1 al1owcd~but I have 
to n•ali:-P t}Je po...:ition 1 am in and I have 
to be polit<•, (l{<'rwwed laughter.) At any 
rntf', -what i~ tl1c use of our tC'lling the 
Tr('R'"lU'er '.Yhat ]:-:; ,-.,,-rong, or pointing out 
\'ihPl'(' th01'c~ -is \Ya:·dt', and how his Govern­
llH'lll are a vva,ldnl lot'! lle doos not care if 
1l10V ar<'. YPar uftt•r vcar nH'rribers on this 
:--:id~' llnve pojHtcd out :where there is -waste; 
:-;till 1 he GovPrurnc11t have gone on wasting 
just i hP smnP; an cl they will go on again. 
The Tr0a~nrer ~a\'~ ll1at ho is in difficulties 
JJOW, but hP hn 'no1- rcfol'lllf'd a.nd none of 
his }linisten; ha~ {'ithC'r. Tltrv ha\·e not 
got it in them. Th·, fact is tl1at, as poli­
iicians. it is imr)o~~lblP to reform thern. If 
t}H':V were sincpi.·c in lllc-ir de:;;ire to govern 
1 his country in the wa v it should be governed 
for the benefit of t!1c people. they would 
l~t.tvc~ rt•fonnPd long ago. At l(~ast, they 
\Yould haYc tried to reform. It seems to 
HH'. ho'-'~ ever, thnt tlJCl'(~ is no sincoritv in 
their proposf~d dc~irP to n~fonn, and ·that 
tlwr\} is scarcPlv a 1-Iinlstcr who has sho\vn 
that he has in.tulligcnc" onough to se<> the 
nccessih· for reform. (Laughter.) TlH•y have 
ask0el for adv'ice and have got it; but we 
know very well that things will go on :iust as 
before, although with all the things they 
havf' done and the millions they have wasted 
nohcdv but a fnol ·,v-ould go on doing the 
HUllO thing. 

A GoVERN\IEKT Jl.iiE:VIBER: Your own side is 
laughing· at you. 

~Ir. DEACON: They arc not laughing at 
the hon. member. 

::\Ir. HAKLOX: I do not sec any of them 
shedding tears. 

Mr. DEACON: If I could only get ono 
member on tht, other side to shed some tears 
I would be satisfied; but the trouble is that 
they cannot shed tears. 

Mr. HANLOK: \Ve are happy. 

Mr. DEACON: They are happy with any­
thing. So long as they have a sufficient wage, 
that is quite enough to keep them happy. 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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Things aro wrong. Evf'r_vbody knows that 
they are wrong; but no effort is beiHg made 
to set then1 right. There is no desire on 
the llart of the Government to do anything 
to sot them right. The'.· do not show any 
evidence of that at all. That is the biggest 
trouble of the lot. It would not matter what 
our troubles wore so long as we all seriotxsly 
tried to solve the diflicuJt,ios; but the Govern-
nwnt are not trying. · 

\Y o are aske-d to vote a largo sum of money. 
Bearing in mind the ·,va y they ha vo handled 
that moHey in the past, is it reasonable that 
we should give them all this mono:-·, when 
we know that a lot of it will be wasted? 
I can giYo an :instance of sheer wasiP. 'rhe 
Sccrf'tary for Labour and Industry, I dare 
say, had a number of clerks in his depart­
meHt for whom he could not find work. and 
h(' srt about rollectiug unemployment 
statistics. Ilo had a lot of books printed and 
sent them all over the Stal<•. The farmers 
and cven·on<• else were asked ID fill in 
forms when the Minister already had all the 
information at his disposal. A coupl<· of lJO:VS 
from tho State insurance office could have 
collected the whole information without going 
to the expense of sending out sor>nd Jotters 
asking thr people to fill in the rPtnrns or be 
liahlo to prosecution. \YJ,;.· all this anno;.·­
ancc '? 'l'herc is an instance of sheer waste of 
money. ·when the figures aro secured they 
will be printed in a book; and nobody will 
read it or take any notice of it. The :VIiHis­
ters themselves will not take any notice of it. 
It will be put away on a shelf, and that will 
be the end of it. That is what alwavs 
haplWllS. , 

This morning the 'Treamrcr referred 1 o 
troublr~ in con!lC<'tion vvith branC'h raiiwav~; 
but. he did not show any knowledge of 'the• 
difficulties concerning branch raihva:-·s. He 
merely condemned them as being unpayablt-. 
The Secretarv for Railways could not sa,­
anything about them oithn'. Sonw time ag;, 
the GoYcrntnent. were arh~i:.:;cd to adopt rnotor 
tran8port on the raihv,ays, thereby rC'ducing" 
the expenditure on the branch lines. Tlwy 
could have clone that; but so far they have 
not cornmenrod, except in a srnall ·wa~v near 
Ipswich and one or two other small places. 

1\Ir. FERRICKS: Did vou see the statement 
in the press to-day ? "' 

Mr. DEAC:ON: I sec them oYcrY dav and 
every week. That is the trouble. That' is all 
\YH get--statements in the JH'Cf'S. \i\7 

f' "\V ant 
so1nething else. \Vc want .sornething accorn­
plislwcl. What is the use of talking and 
merely making statements? 

2'/Ir. FEnRfC'KS: The statement [HDY€'' that 
son1ething has been done•. 

i\Ir. DEACON: I han' seen those things 
before. The whole thing is simply boost. 
That is all hon. members on that side are 
doing. They are responsible for the govern­
ment of the country, but they do not take it 
seriously. They arc out only fDr some per­
sonal boost-boosting· their job. 

The facts stated by the T:reasurt'l' in so far 
as branch railway linos are concerned arc 
''Tong. The hon. gentleman, replying t.o tho 
hon. member for Wynnum, used the simile 
that the railwaYs and branches wore like a 
river and its tributaries. vVe all know that. 
if it were not for its tributaries, the river 
would receive but little of the water that now 
flows in it. According to the reasoning of 
the Treasurer, the construction of branch 
rail ways does not add to the traffic on the 

[Mr. Deacon. 

main railway system. I disagree with that 
statement. Let me take the Pittsworth 
district, where, but for the construction. of 
t!w branch lino to Pittsworth, the district 
wollld be deyoted to grazing and not to 
agriculture. If an area of land is too far 
av\·ay frorn a railwa·,·, it does not pay to 
culL~vatc lt, and it V j~ onl~· able to bo 
deH·lopecl by cnltin1tion th10u· h the con­
s! ruction of " lJl·anch railway. That has 
been tlH' n::-ason for building our branch 
line'; \Yhic:h have bec·n paying propositions 
~tha 1 i:-:. 1f a proper view is taken of 
the irnportanrp of th" branch line to 
1he main svstPm. It will be then found 
tLat these br~tnch lines pay, and pay well. 
'l'hc railways should not be in any difficulty. 
H i' certainlY a fact that expenses in so far 
as ,,.i.lgcs and tnatcrials arc concerned have 
IH• n doubled: but it must Hot be forgotten 
that dw (~ovt'nnnent have doubkcl the 
freig-ht,_ Therefore, they ought to be in the 
~(~me p0::::itlon noyv financially as \V hen they 
took oflic,c. \Yha t bothers me is that the 
UovemmPnt know that all the facts are 
aga i n't 1 hem, and that tho position is clue 
\Yholl~· to thc·ir own misrnanagetnent; yet 
i lH'!' do not show the slightest desire to 
iu1proYo the po~ition. It ::-:rcms to ffi(~ an 
,, l"olutc wastCJ of time to attempt to reform 
the nowd, for i he further they go the 
WOl'f'D they becornc. 

!\Ir, Cm.LE'S: The further north you go, 
the 111or~.~ iut<~lligeut the people become. 

Mr. DEACON: Then p·hv do hon. mern­
brr::; not ~ho\Y tllPir intollig:Pll(-' in n1attcrs 
of StatC'; Thcv arc in chn.rg(' of the 
manau·pnu•ut of the State. Jt. would be 
betteJ~ if thPv stood off and looked at thern­
t.:l'lYe::; (J .. nu,g.htPr.) ] know it 1::1 impoc:.­
,. .. iblo for a rnan to do so, but that is an 
C'XPI'P~~jon that is frPPl\' used. anJ. if ·hon. 
ll)(;HJilf•ro op]lO>ite die! "so. tbPy would see 

hat {ooli::;IJ tl1i11.£.rs tlu"Y do. Ihc·v eau take 
l!I,V Y,'ol'tl for it 1 hat o~at i~ the" Wi:1J they 
look at th" prroenl ]JOsition. 

l\1r. RIOHDAN (llur,\ c): It is evidPnt that 
tlw Opposition to-day an' out to critici-\e the 
( }overnlnL·Jlt. and in" .,o dolng nre criticising 
th~: adrnini~tration of this State bv Labour. 
Qupen~land will nJOrP than fayour'abl:·· corn­
r~arr \Vith any othcr State in tlJC Comrnon­
\,PCl.lth in rcqaed t.o th0 po~ihon of uncrnploy­
med, notwi!l"tanding the fact that she has 
tlw lar;;·est area to dPvPlop. Hon. members 
oppo::;itP are like thC' chatnbers of commerce 
rcfPrrod 10 bv the Treasurer. as near!,- all 
their requests arc for the constructio!r of 
branch railway JiBe<, rnootlc- of a clevelop­
nwnbl nature•, which '"'>ould ha.ve the effect 
of increasing il-w railwa::~ deficit. 

It is surrgcsted that Parliament should 
not conh·ol the milwa· s, bnt that an 
Pxpcrt should be imported to do that wvrk. 
rl'he 1 rrc..:;rnt Cmnrni -.;sioncr is a rnan \". ho has 
had a lifdonv training in the Railway De­
partnwnt. and he has associat0cl with him 
rncn vvho h;nre l1ad vcars of experience in 
railwav working. The raih~.aYs cannot be 
f'XP('Ct~:-d to pa3' until our lat;ds arc more 
cJo,_,.]y settled. \Vhy. :~long the co>tst alone 
we have wfficicnt land to carry the present 
popnlation of the State; ~nd it is an unwi'o 
thing to construct rr.ilways before big hold­
ings arc resumed. In the old days railways 
\Vcre constructed through large pastoral hold­
ings, which in moet cases were controlled by 
managers for absentee owners. Most of the 
properties in the Gulf country to-day are run 
by blacks. 
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Great exception is taken to the operation 
of the rural workers' award and to the 
amount of rnoney the worker* is receiving 
from industry. If the question of land settle­
ment in Queensland is considered, it will be 
found that most of the people who have 
selected propertie" ranging from 8, 000 to 
15,000 acre;; in W c-<tern Queensland are to-day 
rationed financiallv as the result of the 
drought. Thu finar!cial institutions for which 
they have be••n working during the whole 
period that they have been on the land arc 
waiting to foreclose as soon as the drought 
breaks and dispooe of the properties to others. 
Throughout Queensland to-day there are 
dozens of good Queenslanders who have 
selected land, who are good employers, and 
who are prep a red to pay a fair share to the 
worker engaged in industry so long as lhe 
going is good a.nd seasons are all rig.ht; hut 
the plea all the time h'ts been for the Go­
vernment to come to the relief of this person 
and that persor:, and no obligation has been 
imposed on the financial institutions who 
hold a mortgage over the holdings of these 
persons. 

Mr. CosTELLO: 'l'here is the obligation of 
carrying th8 client. 

Mr. RIORDAN: 'l'hose institutions are 
trying to get 1 heir clients to force concessions 
out of the Government in order to improve 
their security, so that, when the drought is 
broken, the financial institutions will be in a 
more bvourahle position for disposing the 
propertiP~ upon which foreclosure ha.s taken 
place. It is no use hon. members on the 
Opposition side arguing against that state­
ment, because that is actually happening in 
\Y est ern Queensland to-day. 

Mr. KELSO: You know that statement rs 
not true. 

Mr. RIORDAJ'\ : The hon. member 1s so 
accustomed to misleading the House that 
nobody hkes much notice of him. 

Mr. KELSO: It is not true 

Mr. RIOilDAN : It is absolutely true, 
because I have investigated these matters in 
my own electorate. The hon. member, who 
visited the drought-stricken ares in company 
with other members of this Chamber, must 
know that practically all the settlers in the 
drought-stricken areas are mortgaged up to 
the hilt tu some bank or other financial 
institution. Quit" recently a couple of 
inchc ·, of rain fell in \V astern Queens] and, 
and man0 of these settlers were immediately 
to1d that thev would have to reduce their 
overdrafts at~ the banks. They kneiV these 
men had no chance of reducing their over­
drafts. They were on a ration. They were 
told that they v.ould have to sell, and I inter­
viewed the Land Administration Board in 
connection with ono case and told the board 
that, if the financial institutions closed down, 
they must, in accordance with the Act, offer 
the selection at auction within three months. 

Mr. KEL30: You are taking an isola.ted 
case. 

Mr. IUORDA:::\ : It is onlv a matter of 5 
o•· 6 inches of rain falling when they are 
going to get their pound of flesh. It is a 
shame that anv Government should allow any 
outside body to handle the moncv to finance 
our land settlement scheme. T·he Govern­
ment can borrow money cheaper than the 
individual, and they could lend it out to these 
men and give them sympathetic treatment as 
the.~~ are good settlers who have had cxp~ri­
ence throughout the drought. 

If any pa'l·ty in the world made an attempt 
to finance settlers on these lines, that attempt 
was made b-: the Labour Government whPn 
thev cstahli~hed the Commonwealth Bank. 
Sin.ce Labour has lost control in the Federal 
Parliament, there has been a tendency to 
restrict the operations of the bank. .;\[ow that 
bank will not operate in connection "·ith land 
settlement or advances to settlers-its punch 
is destroyed. At the present time these settlers 
have to pay 6 pc'!· cont., 7 per cent., and up to 
8 per cent. for accommodation from the 
financial institutions, and the money paid by 
way of interest goes to the other States or 
overseas. 

1\lr. KELSO: Yon have just admitted that 
capital is leaving Queensland. 

Mr. RIORDA?\: Capital is leaving Queens­
land and going to absentee landlords when we 
should be controlling our own finance. 

Mr. KELSO: That is an admission. 

l\1r. RIORDAX: It is quite certain that 
the hon. gentleman will never make an admis­
sion of any kind that you can nail him down 
to. Capital produced in Australia by Aus­
tralians is going out of the country because 
the land settlement policy of this country has 
been financed by money from overseas. The 
money is going back to pay interest on the 
money borrowed, whereas the Commonwealth 
Bank should be financing our land settlement 
policy. 

::\Ir. CosTELLO: The Labour Government 
are to blame. 

:'.fr. RIORDAJ'\: It is all very well to 
blame our Government. Your Government 
in the FedPral House has been one of the 
biggest failures--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The hon. member must address the Chair. 

Mr. RIORDAX: The Nationalist Govern­
ment in the Federal House has been one of 
the greatest failures as a Government that 
Australia has ever seen. 

Mr. KELSO: The people won't say that on 
the 17th November. " 

Mr. RIORDAN: Whether it be on the 
17th I\oyember, or at anv other time if 
the elections are fought, not on a catch cry or 
on a sot of circumstances such as that which 
prevailed at the last election, but on a 
definite national policy for the advance­
ment of Australia, then the people will 
say that a GoYcrnment that will allow 
importations to the extent allowed by the 
present Commonwealth Government. and 
allow our industries to fail because of 
insufficient prot0ction, thercbv preventing 
our own people fron1 getting \~ork, shall no 
longN be allowed to control the affairs of 
this Commonwealth. 

The Goyernment are controlling the affairs 
of till' State to the satisfaction of voters 
generally throughout Queensland. Onlv quite 
recently we had a by-election in the Mitchcll, 
at which the electors Yoiced their confidence 
in this party. We came from the last general 
dection with a big majority ; and I think 
that the result of the next general election, 
whether it comes next month or next June. 
will be the return of a greater number of 
hon. members of this party than there are 
llOV.". 

The policy of restricting the spending of 
loan money when drought and other adverse 
factors arc operating in the State is not a 
good one. V{e should endeavour to keep as 

Mr. Riordan.] 
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many people as possible working. \Vhen 
there is a deficit in private concerns owing to 
bad times, an industry is either carried on 
at a lms or just holds its own. I would not 
like the Government to launch out on a too 
cheese-paring policy, to the detriment o!, 
employees throughout the State. \Ye shoulu 
endeavour to adjust our loan expenditure so 
as to speed up public works during the slack 
season. After the meat and sugar industries 
close down for the season a great number of 
men are thrown out of employment; that is 
the time we should speed up on construction 
and railway maintenance work, such as the 
relaying and reballasting of lines. By so 
doing, we should give an opportunity to those 
who arc thrown out of industry to carry on 
fo1· the whole period of the year. 

Hon. members opposite cry out about the 
demands upon them by way of taxation; but 
the man who is in a position to pay taxation 
to-day is very lucky indeed. There are 
hundreds of people now walking the streets 
who would be only too willing to be in the 
position of those who are paying taxes. The 
National Government reduced taxation last 
year to tho"' who could afford to pay more, 
while numbers of people were unemployed 
from one end of Australia to the other. The 
result of that unemployment will be that that 
remission of taxation is going to react on 
those who ha>e been relieved therefrom. I 
hope the Government will not curtail their 
c•xpcnditure to such an extent that it will 
mean the throwing of men out of work. 

Mr. FRY (Eurilpa): I agree with the hon. 
member for Burko that we should keep as 
many men in work as we possibly can. Idle­
ness is no good to the State or to the 
individual. It is the dub· of the Government 
to see that everyone is p"i·ovided with work­
not that I am going to advocate that the 
Government sh8uld carry out their policy, 
\vhich they have enunciated so often. 

At 4.30 p.m., 
The CHAJR~L\X resumed the chair. 

Mr. FRY: I propose to show that two of 
the grcatpst causPs of unemployment in 
Australia tn-da v are strikes and taxation. 
\Ve are confronted with the worst period of 
unemployment that this country has experi­
enced in it-, hiRtor7,·. Fron1 year to year it 
has been gdting worse. The unemployment 
relief in 1914-15 cost the State £5.860, whereas 
in l926-27 the cost was £407,121. During 
twelve years cndc·d :30th .Tune. 1915, the coot 
of that relief totrdled £110.787; during the 
tweh·e years ended 30th· Jun0. 1927, it 
totalled no less than £1,638,784. During 
1he year just cioscd unemploymen ~ relief 
cost £412.220, and outdoor relief £46.806. 
rrhat is <1 very a1n.r~ning ronditi·Jn for a 
Sbttc such as Queensland; and I think wo 
ran CDrnrnence our criticisn1 by ~aying that 
the policy nf the Government i~ based upon 
boom conditions and profitlese prosperity. 
rrhc Governmr-nt ha1 c mado no provision 
to n1eot a condition such as 'Cxibts to-day; 
in flealing with unemployment they seein 
to be helpless. 

Tht're are two immediate courses the Go· 
YE'rnment might pursue in dealing with the 
position. One is to take no action-as they 
are doing---and lf'ave the suffering people 
to the care of their neighbours until economic 
forces bring their ruthless policy to an end. 
The other is to render such assistance as 
they can towards shortening the period of 
-distress, trving to I cstore industry to its 

[Mr. Rio1·dan. 

normal prosperity, .(lnd creating opportuni­
ties for employment. The lot of the peopl& 
has not improved while the Government 
have been carrying out their poiicy of the 
socialisation of industry; and the excess of 
unemployment can be said to be the first 
fruits of that policy, for the destructiOn 
of pri cately controlled industry inevitably 
means the destruction of 'the means of 
<,mployment, and, as privately controlled 
industry is destroyed, so employment must 
go and unemployment increase. 

The GoYornmont have been trying to get 
away from their responsibility by saying 
that' unemployment is not a political ques­
tion but that it is economic. The " Daily 
Standard "-which is tho mouthpiece of the 
Government-says that the Labour Party 
has no remedy for unemployment, and it 
blames the capitalistic system of trado and 
commerce for it. If there vvas anything in 
the latter argument, countries such as the 
Cnited Sh1tes of America and Gre.1t Britain, 
both embracing the capitalistic system, would 
have a greater number of unemployed than 
Australia or Russia. Australia and Russia 
have both grasped thu one objective-the 
eocialisation of industry-but on reference 
to figureR in relation to unemployment, \ve 
nnd that neither Great Britain nor the 
L' nited States of America is in such a bad 
way as \ustralia. Russia is in such a deplor­
able position 1hat. for purpo~f'S of eornpari­
son \YO D'-::Cd not OYCcl refer to that country. 
The record to hand from mombe,·s of the 
British Labour Party, people of Russian 
descent who have resided in Australia and 
visited Russid, and visitors to Russia to 
investigate the position all tell of the bad 
conditions in that country. 'Therefore, it 
can be placed be,vond the realms of considera­
tion. The population of the United States 
is ~17.136,000 and the unemployed number 
1.800,000. 

Mr. I-lAKLO'I: The official records show 
4.000,000 unemployed in the United States. 

'I'he SEc•mTARY FOR PuBLIC \VonKs: The 
uncrnplo:yccl in the United States number 
4,000,000. 

Mr. FRY : I desire the Comrni ttce to 
take note of tho interjection b;· the SeCl·e­
i.ary for Publi" \Vorks and the !Jon. member 
for Ithaca. I shall quote for their b·;nefit 
the speech delivered by tho President of 
the United States a few days ago, which 
··ill prove that their tigurcs arc incorrect. 
It is of no use hon. members opposite shifting 
their ground. J anticipated that inter­
jection, and I am now prepared to meet it. 

The :'\ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS : I say 
there arc 4,000,000. 

Mr. FRY: I heard one nwmLor interject 
ihat it was 7,000,000. and, if wo wait long 
pnough, the sky will be the limit. Then we 
shall have hon. members opposite endeavo.ur­
ing to excuse thf'rnselves for 1-heir errors in 
the figures. In the United States the unem­
ployment is l.G per cont. of the population; 
in Great Britain it is 3.32 per cent. of the 
population. the population being 45.226.300, 
and the unemployment 1,500,000. Tho Com­
monwealth Statistician has stated that the 
unemployment in Australia represents 11.1 
per cent. of the membership of the unions 
making returns to the Commonwealth. In 
Queensland the Government admit that the 
percentage of unemployed in the unions 
is 7.1 per cent., to say nothing of the 
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thousands of uncmployl'd who are not mem­
bers of unjons, or tho thousands of young 
people vvho bav<' finished their scholastic 
cart Pr and ar0 no-w a\vaiting opportunitif"~ 
to be absorbed in the commercial world. In 
referring to the percentage of unemployed, 
ihc Go\Ternrnent Statistician says-

" It might be mentioned that the 
inYrC·tigation is confined to trades unjons. 
:'fotwithstrrnding this fact the figures 
rnav bo taken as a fair indication of 
unf;n1ployrnent arnongst workers gener­
ally e-scccpt as regards occupations of a 
purely casual nature, although of a more 
or !c~s permanent nature such as rail­
ways. tramv;;ays, public service~ etc., in 
respect of which no returns are collected. 
Unl'mployment due to strikes is also 
G:'(chlil d." 

The Development and Migration Commis­
sion in reporting to the Fed0ral Parliament 
upon unemployment and business stability 
in Australia had this to say-

" CAUSES OF UNEl\!PLOY:YlENT. 

"The frequent statement that unem­
ploymf>nt is due almost entirely to one 
specific cause, such as excossivP imports, 
immigration, industrial disputes, or the 
wages system, is not supported by precise 
data. The Commission examines the 
following factors and seeks to define the 
measures of their respective influence:-

1. Seasonal fluctuations. 
2. Fluctuations attributable to other 

causes. 
3. Industrial change. 
4. The reserve of labour, casual 

labour, and immobiiitv 
5. Unemployables. , . 
6. Migration. 
7. ·wages system (including reference 

to the effects of Arbitration Court 
awards to rural industries). 

S. Indusb'ial disputes. 
9. Incidence of taxation." 

The first seven reasons cited are factors in 
unemployment, but, as I consider that the 
last two reasons are the main factors for 
that reason I propose to deal with them.' 

I "ill take the question of taxation first. 
During the period the Government have been 
in office they have spent £267.962,431, com­
pared with the expenditure for the same 
period of the Liberal Government which 
preceded thorn of £94,707,493. For the finan­
cial year ended 30th June, 1915, when the 
Labour Government ca.me into power, the 
Liberal Government expended £11,421,097, 
whereas the present Government for the year 
ended 30th Juno, 1927, 0xpended £26,222,855. 
Those figures show a big increase in expendi­
ture. 

Another point I desire to make is that 
the public debt has been increased during the 
present regime. It has been increased from 
£56,000,000 in 1914-15 to £112,000,000 in 
1926-27. The debt per family of five has as 
a result, heen increased in that period f;·om 
£14 12s. 1d. to £28 5s. 'l'hat has necessitated 
increased t'lxation, and it is that increased 
taxation which has crippled industry. The 
taxation per family of five on 30th June, 
1915, was £7 Os. 10d., whereas on 30th June. 
1928. it was £27 13s. 9d. The Government 
has declared that taxation has been imposed 
{)nly on those most able to bear it; but, 

as I have said so often in this Chamber, the 
people who pay the taxes are the people who 
buy the goods, and the people who buy the 
good::; are the consurnerJ. Tho consumers 
are the workers. so that the workers are the 
people who carry the burden of taxation. 
Taxation is always imposed at the head, 
because the Government realise that it is the 
easiest method of collecting taxation; but 
that taxation naturally filters down until it 
reaches the whole of tho workers and con­
snmers. Taxation is colkcted in ono lump 
BUITI fro1n \ndnstry, and indn:-try di-;tributes 
it over all articles in fractions o'f ])rofit. It 
dP:-;ccnd~ nnon thr- pl'oducer and -consumer 
quietl 0-. but: neverthclo" surely. 

In the hoc of these figures, is it any wonder 
that the "Dailv Standard " told us in 1922 
that conditions 'in Queensla,nd were no better 
than they were ten years previously under a 
Liberal Government? 

Mr. DASH: It said nothing of the kind. 

:\fr. FRY: To reassure the hon. member 
who has jUEt interjected, let me quote the 
followillg extract from the "Daily Standard" 
of 14th March, 1922-

" The actual money value of the present 
high wages is 11 per cent. less than 
during the pre-war period As a matter 
of cold fact. the Australian workers were 
receiving higher wages ten years ago­
under the Liberal Government-than at 
any period since." 

Only the other day the Treasurer told us 
that the present money value of £1 is only 
12<. in comparison with pre-war days. The 
"Dail·, Stan.Jard." th0 "Railwav Advo­
cate,·'~ tbe r;ovL'l'Iln1ent. Statistician, V a.nd the 
Treasurer are more or loss in agreen1ent on 
that point. 

What is more, the cost of living has 
iJ:creasccl b:v 54 per cent. The following is a 
quotation from the Brisbane "Telegraph" 
of 12th June, 1928, and is interesting in that 
it shows that, with a. decline of indebtedness, 
there was a decrease in unemployment, and 
vice versa. The article reads--

" President Coolidge, addressing the 
heads of the GDvernment Bureau, pre­
dicted that the United States would con­
tinue to be prosperous during 1929. He 
said: '\Ye have been favoured with a 
long-continued era of prosperity. Year 
a.fter year the hde of good fortune has 
steadily risen, and it seems not yet to 
have re11ched its flood.' " 

I ask hon. members to take particular notice 
of the next st!>tement :-

" 'Prospenty is only an instrument to 
be used; not a deity to be worshipped. 
It is my firm belief that for the most 
part the p<'ople of the United States are 
making proper use of their prosperity.'" 

That is quite different from what the Queens­
land GovE'rnment arc doing here-

" President Coolidge pointed out that 
in 1921 there were 5,700,000 unemployed 
in the United States. whereas the number 
at present was only 1,800.000. He also 
emphasised that in the last seven years 
the public debt hac! been reJuced by over 
6,327,000,000 dollars (£1.265,400,000), 
which meant a total of 950,00G,Culi ciollars 
(£190,000,000) in interest savings to tax­
payers." 

Tho les,on to be learnt from that article is 
that a decline in public indebtedness invari­
ably means decreasing unemployment, but 

"Mr. Fry.] 
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that abnormal indebkdness rapidly increases 
unemployment. I emphase the word 
" abnormal," beca.use in my opinion the Go­
vernment have been mo3t abnormal in 
increasing the public indebtedness of this 
State. 

Let me quote another authority-the Bris­
bane "Age," which on 4th March last had 
this to say on the question of unemploy­
ment:-

" That thf'•re are 19,000 people unem­
ployed in Brisbane is a. deplorable fact, 
the reasons for which should be sought 
diligently, and the bhtme for which 
should be laid at the proper ·door. 

" Queensland is a land flowing with 
milk and honey. \Ve frequently boast of 
it as the greatest of the States of the 
C'ommonwealth. 1t is fabulously wealthy 
in na.tural resources, and it id carrying 
less than a million in population. That 
there should be so many unemployed-­
notwithstanding droughts and other 
dra whacks-is a serious reflection on the 
management of public affairs. 

" To-day we are suffering for the many 
imprudences committed in times when 
prosperity was over the country, and the 
spectre of unemployment was almost 
neg·ligible. 

" Our Government and municipal bor­
rowing has been immense, so tha.t we are 
faced with a heavy load of debt, coming 
after the devastating droug.ht from which 
it will take the State years to recover. 

"There seems to be no escaping the 
impression that there is something un­
sound in our economic life. It is not so 
difficult tu realise this as to know where 
exactly to la.y the blame. We are forc0d 
to the conclusion that better management 
would have saved us from our present 
predicament." 

Tlat is the statem0nt of the "Age," and I 
am prepared to accept the consider<)·d state­
ment of the President of the United States, 
He has nothing to gain by misrepresenting 
the position when addressing public servants, 
as he was, and there is nothing to be gained 
by the "Age" in making a false statement. 

Mr. HANLON: What authority has the 
" Age " for those figures? 

Mr. FRY: The " Age," being one of the 
most influential papers of its kind in the 
State, I take it, would work on facts, because 
it would never do for a paper of that descrip­
tion to publish anything unless sure of its 
facts. If I am not mistaken, those figures 
were given by the unions themselves. Ncver­
thelcse, that does not remove from us the 
rcsponsibilitv that rests upon members of 
Parliament in dealing with the unemployed 
question. As my time has expired, I cannot 
say any more; but, when I next address the 
Chamber, I intend to deal with the unem­
ployed question, as I want my people in 
Kurilpa to understand something of the 
truth, even if hon. members on the Govern­
ment side of this Parliament do not wish 
to admit it. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL (Toomuul): I do not 
intend to traverse the arguments alreadv 
adduced, but, in view of the fact that th"e 
Opposition have launched a motion of want 
of confidence in the Government, we would 
be lacking in our ·duty if we did not protest 
against the request of the Government to 
pass this appropriation to-day. 

[Mr. Fry. 

rrhc TREASURi-R: That is as good a reason 
us any yet given. 

Mr. H. M~ RUSSELL: The Trcasurc1· 
talks about reasons. I could mention some 
of the reasons he has ad vanrc-d on previous 
occ:1sions, and they generally "·ind up this 
,vay: " r'\t any rate, the Governn1ent are 
going to put it through, in spite of the argu­
ments adduced by the Opposition." 

I think it is our duty to call attention to 
the financial drift in Queensland. \Ve cannot 
do this too often. ;\;o doubt the Treasurer 
has seen the error of his ways, and is deserv­
ing of son1e credit for having, in a st~nse, 
admitted thc1t his acts in the past haYO been 
detrimental to the financial stabilitv of the 
State. · 

v;-e know that th0 party that he leacls has 
been able to govern during the last 
thirtol>n years b0• the distribution of 
largesse amongst the electors. I believe 
that the Tre<tsurer has a \ready indicated 
that doubt has arisen in his own mind as 
to whether a Labour Government can carry 
on without being bolstered up by a huge 
amount of money for distribution practically 
to buy support. 

The TBEASL1RER: That is not my policy. 

Mr. H. M. RUSSELL: The hon. gentle· 
man 1s showing what I might call a death-bed 
repentance. He sees the writing on the wall, 
and is endeavouring to put himself right 
\\ ith those who are of the same opinion as 
we arc-that Queensland has lived beyond 
its means for a number of years., and that 
extravagance must come to an end. 

The TREASURER : 'That is a terrible reflec­
tion on the electors. 

Mr. H. M. RGSSELL: I am pleased to 
see this repentance on the part of the hon. 
gentleman; but I do not think the rank and 
iile behind him want to see any restnctwn 
in the bonowing which has characterised the 
administration of that party for the last 
thirteen years. Although the hon. gentle­
man has only been Premier for a short time 
-and his a•dministration, I think, has been 
noted as the most extravagant of the lot­
he himself must takc some share of the 
blame for the cxtraYagance perpetrated in 
the past by his predecessors. 

The TREASURER: The people of the country 
outside, including a lot of your supporters, 
have a good deal of confidence in me. 

Mr. H. :'IL R'CSSELL: The hon. gentle­
man said this morning that it was all very 
well for the Opposition to criticise, but he 
asked what solution we had to offer to bring 
about greater prosperity and at the same 
time endeavour to reduce taxation, without 
at the same time interfering with the wages 
bill of the State. I admit that it is a pretty 
tall order to expect to secure prosperity in 
the near future and at the same time reduce 
taxation; but the time has arrived when the 
Government should set about preparing what 
I might term a national stocktaking-not 
with the idea of putting men off, because it 
is a terrible thing to put men out of hillets-
1 rather prefer not to put men on so as not 
to incur the odium of putting them off. The 
Government have been too lavish in the past 
in making billets. and they now find they 
cannot employ all thco men they put on. It 
would have been far better if they had not 
put on so many in the past so that they 
would not have to incur the odium of sacking 
them. It is a horrible thing for any employer 
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to havr> to put a man off; and nobody wants 
to ~c·e tnat done. It seems to me that every 
depa rtmcnt of the State should be over­
h. uled to see if we cannot get greater 
efficiPncv. I bdic,·e that. with careful 
.:-crutin:,-· of the depcuhncnts, \YO may get 
Letter results. 

Our friends opposite arc wedded to their 
>:'tern of cby labom·. which to my mind is 
one of the curses of this countrv. I 
lmvc always believer! tlutt a man should be 
paid aceorcling to merit. ·while I believe 
in paying the man at the bottom of the 
ladcler 1 he basic wage, I think thc"e who 
show greater ability and resourcefulness 
should have greater emolument. 

The TREAS1:RER: You cannot apply that 
:ugumcnt to the public service. 

M1·. H. M. Rl:SSELL: It cannot be 
applied in some of the departments, but m 
many of them it can be: and it should be 
clone in order to show an example to other 
employers. 

~\n a ltc>m pt should ho made to remove 
sonH~ of the tre1ncndous burdens bv vYav of 
~,axatio~l on our prhnary and Sc~ondary 
1ndustnes. 

I notice that in the old country there is a 
mo~~cmcnt to rel.Iev~e a great n1any industries 
whiCh are lang-mshmg from some of the local 

taxation which thc1 have to bear 
[5 p.m.] in the form of local authoritv 

mtcs, and I understand that th~ 
Government there are assisting to the extent 
of about £5.000,000 per _annum. They realise 
that taxation of those mdu,trios which have 
made for the progress of the old country in 
years gone by 111ay make a difference. 

The TREASURER: Some bode- else has to pay. 

M~. H .. M. RrSSELL: A different position 
obtams m Queensland. \\'hat attempt has 
hc<>n made to n>li0vc those industries on 
which om· progn''5 depends of some of the 
taxation v. hi eh they have to !war' \Vo say 
that a solution of our present trouble would 
br2 to encourage as far as pobsible crroatcr 
co-opcra:tion behreen t ho people cnganged in 
both pnmary and secondarv industries. \Vo 
want to bring about JWaco' in i11dustry, and 
I would urge the loaders of the Lahour Part" 
to try to brin!l' about some cessation of th'e 
internecine warfare which is going on be­
tween class and class. Great0r contentment 
is needed so that every section will bend 
their backs to the task. By that moans we 
shall get the hest rc1 ults t'rom the worker 
\vhethcr he works as a manual worker or a~ 
a mental worker. So shall we get greater 
progress and greater productivitv. I sav 
quite frankly that the Opposition do no-t 
sta:1d for low wages. On the contrary, I 
behove that there must be some basis on 
which all ;vagos arc paid. Certainly we must 
pay a hvrng \Yage to the poorest ci tizcn in 
the community; but the more efficient should 
get the greater remuneration. I say that to 
show that the Opposition do not believe in 
lower!ng onr )'resent standard of living or 
lowenng our wages ; but \VO do believe in 
enc.ouraging workrncn to give greater returns 
so that we can get greater results by greater 
effort. At the same time we do not believe 
a, some of our friends say we do, in th~ 
Yankee melhod of speeding up. \Ve do not 
want to breed a race of industrial slaves; 
but we want to inculcate in every worker 
th? idea that ho can improve his position by 
bnngmg about greater output for himself 
and tbe country. 

I think our friends on the < pposite side 
must also admit that there is a good deal 
to be said for an endeavour to bring about a 
uniform standard of hours and wages 
throughout the Commom,ccalth, so that a 
State like Quconsl<ind with its 44-hour week 
'"ill not be penalised hy a State like Victoria 
with a 48-hour week, which means that there 
is no possible chance of Queensland's secon­
dary industries competing with those in Vic­
toria. Lot us g·Pt. together on this question. 
I admit that at the last referendum Queens­
land voted to give the Commonwealth greater 
powers, aud we hrn-c the spectacle of Victoria 
being strongly against it. If the State Pre­
miers could get together and advocate that 
these discrirninations between State and State 
cot1ld be removed and bring about a uniform 
standard of wages and hours throughout the 
Connnonwealth, then a State like Queensland 
would not be penalised in the growth of 
secondary industries. \\-e arc all preaching 
first that \'VP have to encourage primary pro­
duction. That is the mainstay of our welfare. 
Im:reased primary production in Queensland 
would mean of necessity the furtherance of 
~econdary industries, the one as a na.tural 
corollary of the other; but, when we are up 
against such a handicap as is to be found 
in the longer hours in the other States. it 
seems an almost impos-~ible task for Qucens­
la.nd to make any progress. 

The TRE\SURER: You know that in coal 
a.lonc th<l difference in favour of QueenslanC! 
is more than the difference in taxation is in 
fayour of 1\cw South \Vales. 

::\lr. H. J\1. Rl:SSELL: I am surprised to· 
hear that, but I accept the hon. gentleman's. 
statement. \Vhat is Heeded in Queensland is. 
1nore sy1npathctic ad1ninistration. to attract 
capital to our shores. The hon. gentl,·man 
knows verv well that a man would be a fool 
to set up a secondary industry in this State. 
Where do mon with capital go to-day? \Vhy, 
to Victoria, where they receive greater· 
sympathy. 

1Ir. HANLON: You sav a man would be a 
fool to set up a secondary industry in this. 
State? 

:Yir. H. J\1. RCSSELL: I speak of purely 
f.:ccondary industri0~~not such secondar:J 
industries as sawmills. Rug.ar works, buttor 
and cheese factories; they are not secondary 
industries, but sub-primary industries. 
Xobody would have the temerity to establish 
steel industries in Queensland in preference 
to other States, The Government's adventure 
in steel in Queensland was very disastrous, 
costing the State £40,000. 

This morning the Treasurer stated that he 
was prepared to accept some solution of the 
difficulties if such wore advan.ced by the 
Opposition. 

The TREAS1:RER: I dealt with your solutions. 

::\Ir. H. M. ReSSELL: Out of his own 
mouth he has admitted that ho is quite 
cognisant of the present financial difficulties, 
and is at his wits' end to know how to solve 
them. I suggested on a previous occasion­
I think it is a sug::restion that might well he 
adopted by the Government-one which has 
been carried out in other parts of tho world 
-·that all finance measures should be sub­
mitted to a Committee of the House for dis­
section. The Treasurer and his subordinates 
do not possess all the brains of the country, 
and those finance measures should be sub­
mitted for scrutiny and attention by such 

Mr. H. M. Russell.] 
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a committee, so that, when they arc brought 
before the House, thoro will not be an 
attempt tD rush them through as has been 
the case in the past. 1t will be some timo 
before the Estimates are presented. but to­
day we are giving the Goycrnment a blank 
cheque fm nearly £4,000,000. I do not think 
that is fair businc<s. I think the members 
of this Chamber should know a month before 
hand how the money is going to be spent. 
\V c have to agrpe to the 1notion bee a use we 
have not sufiicient nurnbcrs to Inakc our pro~ 
test effective; but I :-uggest in all sincl~rity 
that all finance measures should be submitted 
to a committee of the House. I do not wish 
to usurp the functions of the Treasurer. He 
1nay know sotnPthing- about finance; but 
there are a number behind bim who !mow 
Yery litllc about it. If the measures \Wro 
:subn1itted to a connuittPP, he 1night secure 
some benefit fl'Dm the financial geniuso' on 
the Opposition side. 

I hope that our remarks will make some 
impression upon the Treasurer. I think he 
has reache·d that stage when ho is " hogg·ing" 
for some suggestion that will get him out of 
the hole he is in to-da:v. vV e arc prepared to 
help him, and m·erybod:v hopes that Queens­
land will soon be placed in a stablC' financial 
position. The rnain · thiug is to bring about 
immediate!:· industrial peace in this State. so 
that all sections can \York shoulder to shoulder 
for the benefit of the Slate. 

Qu<Jstion-'l'hat the resolutions be agreed to 
-put and passPd. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Com­
mittee had come to a rnolution. 

RcFn1ution lC'C'eiYPf!, anfl agreed t-o. 

WAYS AND :WEANS. 

Co~nrrTTEE-VOTE ON AccouNT, £3.900,000. 

(Jlr. l'olloclc, Grc,qor;v, in the chair.) 

'l'ho TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormaek, 
Cairn"): I beg to move-

"(a) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
account, for the service of the voar 
1928-29. a further sum not exceeding 
£2,000,000 be granted out of the Consoli­
dated Revenue Fund of Queensland 
(exclusive of the moneys standing to tho 
credit o( the Loan Fund Ac"ount); -

• " (b) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty on 
arcount, for t-he service of t-he 'vear 
1928-29, a further sum not exceeding 
£1,000,000 be granted from the Trust and 
Special Funds; 

" (c) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
account, for the service of the year 
1928-29. a further sum not exceeding 
£900,000 be granted from the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Account.'' 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Com­
mittee had come to certain resolutions. 

Resolutions received, and agreed to. 

[.Mr. H. M. Russell. 

APPROPRL\TION BILL, No. 1. 

FIRST RE\DING. 

A Bill foundPd on the resolutions reported 
from the Committee of \Vavs and Means 
"·as introduced, and road a {i~rst time. 

SECOND READING. 

Tho TRK.\SUREH (Hon. W. McCormack, 
CrTinu·:): I beg to rnove-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
t.irne." 

Que,tion put and passed. 

C0111MITTEE, 

(Jl r.Pollock, (}re gory, in the chair.) 

Clause 1-'' :1IJ]fl'01Jriation "-

Mr. KING (Logan): Before this Bill goes 
through, I desire to ask tho Treasurer what 
n !nouui i::~ standing to the credit of the Loan 
Fund Account. 

The THEASURER (Hon. W. MoCormack, 
( 'uirn8): Speaking offhandedly, I think the 
amount is £2,000,000. Despite what has been 
>.aid. !ton. members will realise that there 
has bet•n a yory determined attempt made 
b:-· the GoYernrnent to curtail loan expendi­
ture. Because of that the Government find 
themselves in the position that they will have 
io ask for only £2,500,000 of new money dur­
ing tho present financial year. When the 
Loan Council held its last meeting, wo found 
that Quornslancl was in a more fortunate 
position th>m anv other State of the Com­
monwealth, duo largely to the determined 
attempt to limit the 0xpenditure of loan 
money to works that would return interest 
on the moneys expended. vVe are not saying 
that loan expenditure shall stop altogether. 
In my humble opinion, we arc spending a 
little more money than wo should be spend­
ing; and, unless wo find avenues in which 
the expenditure of money will return interest 
to this State, then we, in common with the 
other Statc·s of the Commonwealth, must 
re,·icw our borrowings in tho future. 

Mr. EDWARDS: l'lhy did you not think of 
that yea,rs ago? 

The TREASURER: We do not want to bo 
brought into a political controversy on this 
matter, because it is a matter that Govern­
ments of all shades of political opinion have 
been prone to forget. I am no political 
Columbus who has made a discovery that 
was not apparent to everybody. It has been 
apparent to most thinking men in the com­
munitv for a number of vears; and one of 
the reaoJnS why it has b"een SO difficult to 
get a way from the expenditure of large sums 
of borrowed money by all political parties is 
that !Jl'l'ssure of public opinion has been 
allowed to influence Governments year after 
ycnr. 

I do not want to criticise other State Go­
vernments, who tind themselves, irrespective 
of the party to which they belong, in a diffi­
cult position. 

As I mentioned before, the New South 
Wales Government find themselves in a 
very difficult position with huge commit­
ments for big works in the city of Sydney 
that will not add one penny of wealth or 
wealth production to Australia. Interest and 
redemption have to be found on these big 
undertakings. Previous Governments-from 
both political parties-committed the State 
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to these undertakings. ".,.n find ourselves 
in a sin1ilar position, as will any GoYern~ 
mcnt succeeding us. A -determined attempt 
to conserve loan funds should have the sup­
port of every rnan in 1 he connnunity, no 
matter to what political party he may 
belong. The Government has no intention 
of se-tting out on a '·jainboreo" because it is 
.an clertion y0ar. 

Mr. BRAND: It will be quite unusual if 
you don't. 

The THEASUlUUt: It will not bP quite 
unusual. The hon. gentleman waited '" 
me the other day and asked me to spend a 
large sum of loan money in his electorat~. 

:Nir. BRAND : Not a largo sum. 

The TREASURER: I have the moo~v, 
and I could employ these men and prob bh· 
defeat the hon. gentleman by doing that. · 

Mr. BRAND: vVe ask you to do it. 

The TREASURER: I am not goin"" lo 
do it. I am not going to be guided by tlwse 
principles. I think the public will rceogni"' 
that the position is being fac(•d. It I <I"' t.e 
said that the Government should not l~:c~·" a 
large atnount of loan ITlOIJC' · at th·-·ir dis­
posal. I cousider it is a g-ood thin!', and, as 
r stated earlier to-day, "'hatm·er happens to 
the GoYernment at the elections~and I am 
building on our rBturn-if \VC are not 
returned. i.t will not be an ernptv T1 ca:-:.ury 
that will be left to our successors: because ·r 
do not think that is a good thing for the 
cout~try. and I do not think it mak•cs anv 
difference• in the appeal to the people the~­
~elves. because, in the last analysis I think 
the fePling is broa·drast that Au',;tralia as a 
whole will have to learn to live within her 
llH'ans, and it is bec3.-use ot thal that I 2n1 
attempting to lessen loan expenditure. If 
it can he pointed out to me that there is a 
project that will return interest or that will 
nearly return intcrest~a project that will 
rnakP for dovelopmcnt, 'lnd w·:!l ii~threctlv 
return interest on the expenditure~! am 
prepared to consider it; but merelv to 
satisfv the daim that we should spei-ld a 
large atnount of n1oney to create employ­
ment or to stwcially favoured districts, as 
mentiOned by the hon. mwnbr•r for .. Windsor 
to-da?, to. epcnd £150,000 to carry produce 
that IS bcmg earned now~well that is an 
undertaking that this Government and no 
othe-r Government can entertain m the 
future. 

~fr. CLAYTOK: You haYe got your party 
well whipped up now. 

-r:hc TREASURER: I have got :I'DU well 
whipped up. The hon. member can go to 
the country and promise all these things. I 
?o not care. I intend, and this party 
mtends, to go to the country with its policy 
ancl Its programme: and, 1f it 1s defeated 
well, it is not going to promise to give th~ 
people the moon. 

Mr. CoSTELLO: You did that at the last 
election. 

The TREASURER: We carried out prac­
tically ever,•thing we promised at the last 
election, and those things that have not been 
carried out will be completed this session. 
Hon. gentlemen will realise that the loan 
position is quite sound; that we are not em­
barking on heavy expenditure, an-d as I said 
before in answE'r to criticism, we have not 
created the unemployment. 

Mr. KERR: You are helping it consider­
ably. 

1928--w 

The TREASURl~R: The Brisbane City 
Council has created more unemployment in 
one pa1·1 icular area tban the whole of the 
peopl<' knocked off the Gm'ernmcnt sel'vice 
from the North to the South. I am not criti­
cising the City Council; it is their business. 
I am not c·harged with the responsibility of 
running the City Council. but I am charged 
with the responsibility of runuing the 
Treasury; and what I cannot understand 
is that the political party in opposition can 
criticise the Government for doing the Yery 
things that thei1· own party are doing to 
a much greater extent in the arena in which 
they have control. I am not going to 
criticise thPm-it is their business and respon­
sibility. These matters are above party 
politics. \Ye cannot soh·e the problem by 
throwing more money into u-nproductive 
works merely to settle the present unemploy­
ment problem. vVe do not intend to do that: 
and, if it makes us unpopular, I cannot 
help it. :.Jo Government can undertake to 
employ everybody who is thrown out of work 
b,, a private employer; and that is the 
position which has been caused throughout 
thP Commonwealth. South Australia is in 
a bad position, and Victoria is in the worst 
position it has been in for years. 

2\Ir. CLAYTO": \\" P know why--because 
there is a Labour Government there. 

The TREA:-'l:RER: The Labonr GoYern­
n1cnt are in office, but not in power. 

Mr. EDWARDS: They are 111 power, and 
you know it. 

The 'rHEASFRER: They are not in 
power. They have not got a majority to 
support them in Parliament, and they can­
not pas,. any legislation. To claim that 
Victoria's difficulty haB been created by Mr. 
llogan, who has been only a few months in 
c!Iicc without having passed any legislation~ 
is UnJustified. I asked for suggestions from 
1he Opposition this morning. I thought 
that, as the Opposition anl telling the public 
1hat they can solve tlwsc problPms, it would 
be a fine thing to let the public know the 
methncl they snggest. I have no intention 
o[ soh·ing the· e probl0ms on their advice~ 
it is m.v responsibility--but it is interesting 
to hear an Opposition, which has become 
notecl for its general ineffectiveness, gliblv 
undertaking to solv0 economic problems 
''·hirh are worrying e:ve1~y Govern1nent and 
cyery undertaking in the civilised world. 

l\Ir. R013ERTS (Ea.,t Toou:oornba): The 
l'f?marks of the Treasurer are a0tounding. 
\Ye ltave !ward him on t\,o or three occasions 
to-day kctnring the Opposition and the 
country on the position which his Govern­
ment have brought about. When tho Go­
vernnlCnt carne into power, Queensland was 
in a prosperous position and men could get 
employment; and the hon. gentleman comes 
along to-day after thirteen years of adminis­
tration and savs that be does not know what 
to do, and tlu!t it is not advisable that loan 
money should he spent I would like to 
know if it is not at a time like this that 
the Government ought to be considering the 
financial position. No one can tell me that 
in this gr,,at State there is no profitable 
investment fo1· loan money. seeing the large 
numbGl' of unemployed. The Treasurer is 
the last man in the House who should talk 
about the financial muddle and about a 
know I edge of finance being necessary in 
connPction with the business of this country. 
He has been connected with the Government 

Jir. Roberts.] 
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during the period in which this want of 
prosperity has been brought about. His 
Government arc responsible for the position 
in which we find outsclves to-day. 

Reference was made by the hon. member 
for South Brisbane to a press report as to 
the reason why officers of the Railway 
Department were going about trying to get 
business for the State. The department had 
tha.t business once. \Vhat has happened to 
cause it to lose it? It ie the Government's 
interference with ihe business of the country. 
The m0n in this House who are paid to 
carry on the railwaY administration have 
brou.ght about a set ~f circumstances under 
which others have catered successfully for 
business in competition with the railway". 
\Ve have to-day a special committee set up 
to deal with the matter; and nobody is moro 
respomible for the position than the Trea­
surer himself He is always telling the 
countr:: that, \Vhen thero was a raihvav lock­
out, he stood by the country. He caus.ed the 
lockout, and he is not game to deal with 
the situation which exists. 

[5.30 p.m.] 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Waru:ick): The 'Trea­
surer just now made a statement to the effect 
that the Loan Fnnd was in a sound position. 
On reading the Auditor-General's report for 
la,st year ,I l1nd that he indicated that, 
although the Loan Fund was in credit 
£5.306.735, it actually had debited ago inst it 
in rospoc;r of re;,onue £1,975,440 and Tru't 
Funds £527,022, lea vi11g a net balance of 
£2,804,373. 'The TrLasmer jnst now stated 
that it was in credit a.bout £2,000,000, which 
cvidcntlv means that it is much as it was at 
the one( of last year. Certai1J!y the Loan 
Fund stood in debit at the end of the quarter, 
because thoro was still n, big debit ,,rising 
from the fact tha.t revenue was debited 
against loan n1on0y. l~ncler these cnctnn­
stances the Loan Fund Lannot be in a sound 
poeition if t.hcrc is a debit againot it of 
£2,500.000 or1d. At any rate, smrw explana­
tion should be forthcoming from the 
Treasurer. 

Mr. KEHR (Enotf!f' m): Half this discus, 
sion \vould not haYl' arisen had the Tr0a.,T..H'Pr 
not again sot himsdf up as the "All Highest" 
in embyro. (Laughter.) The Deputy Lcadm· 
of the Opposition merely asked a question, 
and the hon. gentleman sn,w fit again to 
point out what he terms the incffectivemM of 
the Op1JOsitior1. (Government interruption.) 

The CHAIRMA:'\ : Order ! 

Mr. KERR: Let me s>1y that the Opposition 
arc just as " fed np" "·ith the platitudes of 
the Treasurer a.s arc the people outside. The-,· 
are positively " fed up" with listening to his 
platitudes, which the people outside will no 
longer tolerate. 'The Treasurer never sel'ms 
to look at the position from Hw point of view 
of doing the country any good: he seems to 
rely at ever;v turn on t.he bare statement tl:-c t 
h<' is doing the right thing. Even in the few 
words he has hn,d to say just now he saw fil 
to attack the Brisbane City Council. 

'The TnEASC:RER: ~ot attack-expose. 

Mr. KERR: He said that the Brisbane 
Citv Council was responsible for more unem­
ployment than his Government. How 
ridiculous that is ! The position is that, 
w.hilst there is depression in Brisbane and 
Queensland, the Mayor of Brisbane has seen 
fit-so that it would not become more acute 
and in order to give a little more confidence 

[M1'. Roberts. 

in the city-to spend at least £75,000 on 
necessary works. (Government interj ·Jctions.) 
He did it to give a lead to the citizens and 
inspire a little more conf1dcnce in the -~ountry. 
What is the Treasurer doing? 

Mr. MAXWELL: Nothing! 

Mr. KERR : For years past the hon. gentle­
man has followed the policy of spending in 
times of plenty, and in times of depression, 
when there are thousands of people <Jut of 
work, he calls on the associated banks 
a.nd the City Council to come to their aid 
while he restricts loan expenditure and con­
serves his resources. In times of depression 
why does he not give a lead to the business 
houses? Why does he not give n, lead to­
everyone? 

The 'TREASc'RER: Borrow, boom, and burst ! 

Mr. KERR: 'The hon. g·entleman is a past 
master at platitude. With him it has been an 
experience of " boom," and probably it will 
be an experience. of " burst " at the next 
election. He can come into this Chamber 
and talk down his supporters: but the 
Opposition have the right to voice their 
opinions hero. For years the Government 
have been >-pending millions of pounds in a 
'' astcful and extravagant n1anner, with little 
ot no return. Now, with thousands of men 
out of work, the hon. gentleman has the 
audacity to boast that he is conserving loan 
monev. It is a pretty sad commentary on ~ 
Go,-cnnnent with £2.000.000 of loan money 
when thev cannot find a channel for the wise 
expenditure of that money in this State. 
Surely all the hon. members supporting the 
Govcrnnu:-nt are not dntnmiPs! HaYC they 
nothing to say'? c\re they content to sit like 
dummies behind the Treasurer, when this 
money could be usefully employed in this 
State, especially at a time like the pre,ent. 
when the position is such a very depressed 
one? \Yhere do we look for an inspiration 
in tin1CS of depression? rro thC' Governinent. 
But we hayc looked in vairJ. I repeat that 
the 'Treasurer and his colleagues have lost 
their initiative, and the people arc crying 
that out everywhere. 

At ilh' last election lhe Treasurer outlined 
a certain polic0•. and promised to carry it 
into effect. Is he going to adopt all those 
fancy thing·s that he advocated. or is he 
~oing tu ccn~erv{; again·: I-Ic knows Yery 
well that there is not ono man in this Cham, 
bN who IJPlieves a word of what he is 
talking. IIc knows that lw is merely getting 
himself into a hopeless position. and that his 
speech amouHts more to something that is 
jocular than to a sound sensible speech. 'The 
hon. gentleman boasts that he is the only 
rr'rcasurer ln Australia who is ('OllSOl'Ving loan 
mone~'; but he knows that his argument is 
ridiculous. The l imc has arrived when the 
Uovcrnnwnt should sum up the position. Is 
it right at ihis stage, with so much poverty, 
and stanation in the community, that th<> 
Go,·crnment should haYC money in the bank, 
1Yh0n it C'Ou]d be ·wisely expciHlcd on some 
produdiYC' works? ,Just prior to Christmas 
the Brisbane Cib~ Council vvere anxious to 
;-;e:cure for nlarrie'd nwn a few 1veeks' '\vork. 
'The mayor Wf1ited upon the 'Treasur<>r to 
see if it were possible to secure a grant of 
rnon£~y, and the Treasurer replied, " Yes, I 
will do something. I will lend you the sum 
of £10.000 at a certain rate of interest." 
The Briobane City Council could have secured 
double that amount from the Commonwealth 
Bank. 
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The TREASURER: They could not have 
obtained a " blue cent " without my 
g·uarantec. 

Mr. KERR: Mr. J ally pointed out that the 
married men of Brisbane were then up 
against it, and he desired the co-ordination 
of the Treasurer in an effort to provide them 
wme money for Christmas; but this great 
Treasurer said that he would lend him 
£10,000 at a certain rate of interest! The 
Brisbane City Council could have secured the 
amount down the street at any bank. The 
day has arrived when the people are calmly 
watching the political somersaults of the hon. 
gentleman day in and day out, making pro­
mises that mean nothing. In this Chamber 
he boasts that he stands alone in his con­
servation of loan money. 

The time must arrive when the party in 
charge of the affairs of government-and let 
us hope that time will arrive shortly-must 
give a lead and incentive for business to 
progress. If ·private enterprise is imbued 
\\ ith that pessimism which the Treasurer has 
propounde·d to-day, then God help the State ! 
If we desire the State to progress, then an 
inspiration should come from the Govern­
ment, which has over £2,000,000 idle. There 
must be avenues in which the Government 
can spend this morwy on reproductive works. 
The whole trouble in a young country like 
Australia is not in borrowing money but in 
seeing that it is wisely spent. 

Over £45.000,000 had been expended in our 
railways before the Government took charge 
of the Treasurv benches. That monev not 
only paiJ intet:est and reJemption ch;trgcs, 
but rcturneJ a profit to th<' Trc<J.surer. Since 
the present Government took office. what has 
been the result': Behveen £50,000,000 and 
£60,000,000 inwsted in the railways is now 
not paying its way. \Yhy? Because of the 
policy laid down b:v the Treasurer and his 
colleagues. Then the Treasurer talks about 
conserving loan money ~ If in this young 
country, where private enterprise requires a 
lead. the Government arc going to restrict 
!he L'XPl'nJiture of loan morwy in procludiYe 
a\~cnucs, how can one expect the State to 
progress or private enterprise to launch out 
on a policy of deYelopnlent? 

T·lw TnK\SURER: If the Government took 
your advic0, they "·ould refuse to expend any 
nlOllCY until before the L)lcctions. 

l\fr. KERR: \Ye accuse the Govennnent. 
and have done so for years, of being bereft of 
a policy and ideas, and, in addition, we now 
accuse them of having lost that initiative 
which the couutry requires. 

The CH AIR:vi:AK: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to confine himself to the question 
before the Committee. 

:\fr. KERR: I am absolutely disgusted at 
the Treasurer, as Leader of the Government, 
con1ing bcforP this Chamber and announcing 
that he is going to restrict the expenditure 
of loan monev. Profitable avenues were 
found to expend loan morwy before 1914, and 
tbcre is no reason why, in 1928, those profit­
able a venues cannot be further exploited by 
the Governrnent. A devression Pxists in the 
State, and those engaged in private enter­
prise are putting off employees every da:·. 
They have become imbued with a pessimistic 
spirit as a result of the conlinucd high rate 
of taxation. The Ma.yor of Brisbane gave a 
lead to the people, as he said he was desirous 
of inspiring business people in this period of 

depression, but the Government are making 
the position worse and worse. 

Mr. HANLON: Do you support the hon. 
member for Toombul in his statement this 
afternoon-that a man would be a fool to 
invest money in secondary industries m 
Queensland? 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member for Toom­
bul did not use that expression in the manner 
which the hon. member desires to interpret 
it. The hon. member knows perfectly well 
that, if two industries are going to start in 
Australia, and the possibilities of Queensland 
and Victoria are inquired into, the enter­
prise will be launched in that State which 
will give the greater return on the capital 
invested. 

Mr. HANLON : All he is concerned about arc 
the interests of the importers. 

Mr. KERR: If capital has the choice of 
investment between two States. in one of 
which taxation is less and profits are greater, 
it is only to be expected that investment will 
be made in the more favoured State. 'That 
is why Victoria offers a greater inducement 
to capital than Queensland, considering also 
the greater population of Victoria. The 
main factor in this discussion is the speech 
made by the Treasurer. Let me tell the hon. 
gentleman that, when the Opposition become 
the Government--

GOVERNThlENT MD!BF.R~: When? (Laughter.) 

)!fr. KERR: When the Opposition become 
the Government, they will have so much new 
blood and so much new iniciative-(renewed 
Govenmwnt laughter)--

The CHAIRMA::\: Order ! 

:\Ir. KERR: That the psychological effect 
will be such that depression in (JueenslanJ 
will be removed. I believe that unemploy­
ment will he reduced by at least 50 per cent. 
in the first six months of a new Administra­
tion. I believe, too. that, with confidence 
inspired in the State, the secoudarv indus­
tries referred to by the hon. merr;her for 
lthaca will be established, because every 
consideration will he given by a Govern­
ment who understand the position better 
than the Labour GoYennnent hav(' ever 
understood it in l he thirteen years of their< 
administration. 

:\1r. SIZER (Sanrlgatc): I certainly con­
sider· that members on this side of the 
Chamber should not receive a lecture from 
the Treasurer without replyiug. \Yhat has 
been the sum total of the hon. gentleman's 
speeches to-day'! He talked about a tax on 
gloom; hut, if such a thing were in opera­
tion, he would be the greatest contributor we 
have. \Vhcn the Governrnent assurned power 
they told the people of Queensland they 
would solve all their problems; that it only 
needed a Labour Government to remove 
unemployment; that the State would become 
a veritabl0 garden wherein the services of 
men would he sought, instead of their having 
to walk the streets in search of work. vVith 
the passing of years we find that thev have 
taxed and taxed until we have reached that 
stage in our development when the Treasuree 
on one occa~ion says, "I have taxed to the 
utmost of_ my capacity. I cannot tax furt.her, 
because, rf I do, unemployment will increase 
by leaps and bounds" ; and then on the 
next occasion has the audacity to tell this 
~ommittee, "I have over-taxed; I do not 
mtend to go on; I am at a dead-end." 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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What a statement to come from the chief 
Minister of the State ! Whose business is 
it to solve the present difficulties of the 
State? Did not the people of Queensland 
put the Treasurer and his party in power 
to solve these problems? The people are 
being disappointed. If we said he has 
failed, the people might not altogether 
believe us-·(Government laughter)-but the 
hon. gentleman himself admits that he has 
failed, that he is at a dea-d-end, and that 
he cannot find avenuco, in which to spend 
profitably the money necessary for develop­
ment work. Here we have the position of a 
State with a population of only 800.000 and 
an immense area awaiting development, 
whose Treasurer cannot find a venues for the 
expenditure of loan money on productive 
work ! How can we build up the State 
under such a policv of gloom as that 
enunciated by the T~·easurcr? I have told 
the hon. gentleman and his colleagues on 
previous occasions that it ill becomes them 
to talk about over-borrowing when they have 
increased the national debt from £56,000 000 
to £112,000,000 since they assumed control of 
the Treasury benches. Now they have 
reached the stage at which they are unable 
to find ways and means. 

To-day the hon. gentleman is attempting 
to adopt a policy which might be described 
as a Labour Premier with a Liberal policy. 
After leading them to 1·egard his party as 
the only rmrty which can govern this State 
and develop it, he is now attempting to tell 
the people that he is at a dead-end, that he 
cannot use loan money, and that he can offer 
no solution of our problems. 

The TREAScRER, I am spending. as much 
loan money as Queensland ea.n afford. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman said he 
could not spend it p;·ofitably. There is some­
thing wrong with the State of Denmark if at 
this stage of our career we cannot spend loan 
money profitably. The reason wh:-' the hon. 
geniloman is in trouble to-day is because for 
years a.nd years he and his party have been 
"'asting their loan money. They have 
accumulated huge losses, and these losses have 
gone on to the public debt without any 
tangible assets to show for them. The Go­
vernment are paying interest on their lo-;ses 
in the past, and they cannot afford to borrow 
loan money .-;hich could be profitably used 
in other directions boca,use in the past they 
ha vc not exercised that wise care in their 
expenditure that was necessary. If some 
avenue is not opened up, w,hat is going to 
happen to the people of Queensland? Wbat 
is to ha pp en to the boys of Queensiand If the 
Secretary for Labour and lndustrv crnnot 
find positions for them under his apprentice­
ehip scheme? What is to ha,ppen to them if 
the Government are at a dead-end? Jf there 
was ever an admi,,eion of failure, it is the 
hon. gentleman's admission of failure to .. day. 

The TREAS"GRER: You put up an Aunt Sally 
and then knock her over. 

Mr. SIZER: At all times the hon. gentle­
man sets up his own Aunt Sally, a,nd then 
proceeds to knock her down, always ignoring 
the fact that he has produced the very posi­
tion of which he -complains. 'fhis ;s not a 
state of affair' which has happened by a~ci­
dent. This is the inevitable result of thirteen 
years of bad administra,tion. We have lolrl 
t,be people and we have told the Government 
that we would met the situation, a'1d we have 
met the situation, I am not going to allow 

[Mr. Sizer. 

the Treasurer to come to this Commitl;ce and 
attempt to gloss over the situation and refuse 
to accept the responsibility, when he m->re 
than a.ny other man has been rcspon-;iblo. Ile 
knew years ago that this result mu,;t happen, 
but for party rca,ons he has allowed it to go 
on. He has allowed the position to go on in 
order that his party might retain power, and 
he can offer nothing to. the people in return, 
The audacity of the hon. gcntlem:m in 
coming here a,nd stating that he has no inten­
tion of making election promises that he 
could not carry out is astounding. The hon. 
gentleman to-day said he did not intend to 
pursue that policy, and that he had no inten­
tion of flooding certain electorates. That is 
the best indication I have that he does intend 
to do it, because in the past, whone;or he 
ha.s said he does not intend to do a thing, 
that thing has been done, 

I have read the hon. gentleman's last 
policy speech, and I remember the inference 
h0 drew to the effect that, if the Common­
wealth Government clid not introduce child­
hood endowment, the Queensland Govern­
ment w0uld do so. He said that we could 
afford these Lhings. He said in this House 
that we could not afford to give a 44-hour 
week, but in his policy speech he said that 
Queensland coulcl afford it. 'Those things 
were said purely and simply to win votes, 
w·ith no intention of carrying out the 
promises made. I strongly object to the 
hon. gentleman now coming down and 
making the statement that he is a " Simon 
Pure" and never makes election pledges 
which he does not intend to carry out. He 
ought to realise the sorry caper he is making 
in the community. He is a man big in stature 
and with apparently big ideas, and the 
people are waiting to see those ideas trans­
lated into action. If a man poses before 
the public as one who will do something 
and fails to do it, great will be his fall. The 
people are looking to the Treasurer to 
deliver the goods which he promised, but he 
;, not doing so. 'The hon. gentleman says it 
is a new policy which he is advocating. It 
has been laid down before now that Labour 
can only govern so long as it has something 
to offer. The hon. gentleman knows that he 
has offered all be could in the past, and he 
has nothing more to offer. The position we 
are in to-day is an admission on the part of 
the Leader of the Government of his inability 
tt' solve the unemployment problem which 
exists and to give a lead to the community. 
That is a sequel to thirteen years of mal­
administration. Will the hon. gentleman 
say that, if the Government had not spent 
the money they did in Chillagoe, they would 
not be able to use it to better advantage in 
other directions? Will he say that the money 
spent in State enterprises could not have 
been used to much better advantage in other 
wa,ys? 2'<ot only have the Government 
damned the State morally, but they have 
damned it financially, and have arrived at a 
position which is difficult to solve. The hon. 
gentleman's inability to do anything in the 
matter is apparent to everybody. We had 
only to suggest a problem at one time, no 
matter what it was, and he and his party 
would say they could solve it. 

[7 p.m.] 

I objoct to this claim of the Treasurer 
that he is Mver guilty of breaking election 
nromises. If he cannot find avenues for the 
;,xpenditurc of his loan money now, is he 
saying it EO that he may have plenty to 
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spend brfore the election? That appears to 
be his object in holding it. 

The TnEARUilER : Arc you urging me? 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman will not 
need any urg·ing to do it. From our past 
pxperi<:'nco we can feel confident that that 
is wha.t he will do. He is holding the 
loan money now in order to have it at elec­
tion time. 

But let me deal with his claim that he 
never In-cab pledges. His policy speech 
promised some more railway workshops. 
\Vhere are they? It is true that every 
time an election comes along the Wiilow­
burn '"ork:3 are started and continued for 
a little while Then they are stopped till 
the next election, and then started again. 
The fact is that the railway workshops 
policy of th,, Go,·ernmcllt has been all gerry­
mande>ring and hnmbug for years past. The 
hon. member for Ea't Toowoomba will agree 
with me that the \Villowburn works have 
been started five times for electioneering 
purposes and then stopped. 

1\Tr. ROBEHTS: For a time there were onlv 
:"{~vcn 1ncn \Vorking there. ~ 

Mr. SIZER: The Toowoomba election has 
!wen won times out of number by the 
\Villo\vburn "\Vvrks, and the Treasurer knows 
it perfectly we!]. 

The hon. gentleman says that he did not 
increase railway far0" and freights, and that 
he would not do so. He knows perfectly 
well that he has done so. He knows that he 
promised a foddN conscrv>ttion scheme. 
Where is it? This is this high-minded gentle­
man who never promised anything that he 
did not perform-this Georg-e Wa:-.hington 
who never tells a lie ! One has only to read 
the Ji,t of promises in his policy opeech to 
show the amount of hypocrisy in it. 

\VhNe is the incr0ascd cotton guarantee 
that he promised in his clc.rtioneering 
:;:fH'C>dws '? He hns no 1nore intention of 
jncrcasing the f'011on guarantee tl1an he has 
of flying. 'Vherc is the organised milk 
supply, which was promisPd in his policy 
'peech? For whom \Yas that put there? 
The hon. g-entleman cannot say. Then he 
Guishcd up by simply saying that. if the 
people trusted him with the reins of govern­
ment, he would f£tithful!y carry out these 
things! It shows his absolute incapacitv, 
and that hio word cannot be taken on public 
affairs. 

Tbe hon. gc•ntloman is always lecturing 
members 0'1 this side of th" House and ask­
ing what they would do. Then in the next 
breath he says he will not take our advice, 
and that he would only like to hear our 
views because he is interested. 

Mr. For.r:Y interjected. 

Mr. SIZER: LoA 1>1c ask the hon. member 
for Leichhardt who was responsible for 
changing the policy of the Government in 
regard to the gun industry? Members on 
this side of the Committee. 

0PPOSITIO:<r 1fDIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

:VIr. SIZER: I can refer t,hc hon. member 
to the fact that. he had to send a wire post 
baste to the Treasurer asking him to change 
the policy of the Government because the 
people on the gem fields were starving. 
Tbat was the result of thirteen years of 
Labour polio:. 

Mr. FOLEY : That is not correct. 

Mr. SIZER: It is correct; we have a 
copy of the wire. It was pasted up at Ruby 
Vale and Sapphiretown. It was sent post 
hasfe. 

Mr. Fou;y: I wrote the wire. 

Mr. SIZER: \Ve know the hon. member 
wrote it-pleading- with the Government to 
change their policy; yet the hon. membOi' 
,,-as a !Jarty to the Government instituting 
that policy in the first instance. It lost 
thousands of pounds and created unemploy­
ment all for the sake of the foolish empty 
fetish of a gem pool. 

The hon. gentleman claims that his party 
are not rr·,ponsible, and complains that we 
du not make any practical suggestions. Are 
we not giYillg hirn practical suggestions. For 
instance, haYe we not told him time after 
time to abandon his policy of State enter­
prises? Ho has abandoned that policy to a 
certain extent, but, had he adopted our 
adYice earlier, he would not be in the 
position that he is in to-day. It was only 
his pighcad€dness that prevented his adop­
tion of our policy earlier. 

We also told him that he should have a 
revision of the iniquitous land laws that had 
been imposed on this State by his Govern­
ment, but he refused for a long time to follow 
our advice. \Vhen be did adopt our sugges­
tion that a commission should be appointed 
to inquire into the matter, what did they say~ 
Exactly what we on this side have been 
saying for years, and the policy of the 
Government had to be reversed. These are 
the things that are causing the trouble that 
tb,, Uovernment are in to-day. The r;-on. 
g<'utkrnan has admitted that he has got to 
the end of his tether, does not know what 
to do, and cannot offer any solution of the 
problems. He cannot offer any help to the 
people outside. I re,pectfully suggest that 
he appoint a commission to advise him as 
t,o what be'<t to do in the intere,ts of the 
State. He might then get some enlighten­
ment such as he has received on other 
occasions. 

T'he TREASURER: That is all Mr. Bruce 
does. 

:Yir. SIZER: If the hon. gentleman woukl 
onlv emulate the Prime Minister of Aus­
traiia, Queensland would be a much greater 
State than it is at the present moment. 
Having admitted his incapacity to carry on, 
the only course open to him is to appoint 
financial adyisers to examine the affairs of 
the State and give him the advice he needs 
so badly. 

Mr. BRUCE (Iicnncdy): The hon. member 
for Enoggera and the hon. member for Sand­
gate seem to be fulfilling the function of 
Punch and Judy of the Opposition in that 
they have been up and down ever since this 
debate commenced. Probably the idea is that 
the hon. gent le man who uses the stick best 
will be appointed the " whip" for the 
Opposition. Since hearing the maiden speech 
of the hon. member for Stanley they have 
not given him an opportunity to get up and 
permit us to hear an intelligent speech from 
the Opposition ; but they continue to get up 
in their places every chance they get. 

In dealino- with the railway situation the 
hon. membe~' for Enoggera said that, if ever 
they got on the Government benches-perish 
the thought that they ever should !-they 
would Pngage the greatest experts in the 
world to deal with the problem. The greatest 

111r. Bruce.] 
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<'xpcrts in the world have Leen dealing with 
the railway position as it affects private com­
panies in Great Britain, and, after giving the 
matter their fullest considPration, they came 
to the conclusion that the only way to reduce 
costs was to hold what thev called an indus­
trial peace conferonce~the lion lying down 
with the lamb, and in such cases, of course, 
the lamb is al<•, ays devoured by the lion. The 
result of the inwstigation by these wonderful 
expc'rts was that to reduce cost to the private 
railway owners of Great Britain it was neces­
sary to cut down the wage•. of the workers 
b the extent of £2,000,000. I can qmte 
understand that members of the Opposition 
arc going to adopt exactly the same attitude 
as the private railway cwnrrs did in Great 
Britain. 

The TREAS<:RER: And tax the motm car 
ownL'rs to relieve the raihvays. 

Mr. BIU.'CE: I ran quite understand their 
adopting the ~:-une attitude-obtaining the 
greatest experts of the world, and then b,­
a pence coufc•rcnco, if they can arrange it. 
cutting down the wages of the workers, or, 
if they c~ulcl not do it per medmm of a 
peace confc,·c!lco, definitely doing it by legis­
lation. Despite all the criticism of this 
Governn1cnt. there is no doubt in the n1ind~ 
·Of the people of Queensland that the Opposi­
tion members as a whole, or the policy that 
has to be bcceptod by Opposition me m bors 
'" a wlJOlc, has for its -object the cutting 
-to\Yll o£ the \\ages of the workers. In that 
thcv sec tlw solution of onr industrial dilfi­
culi ics. On the other hand, thc0· have sug. 
o't'stcd t1ud we ::.honld gi vc bonuses to people 
ZEgagiug i.n secondary industries in order to 
boost up thc.<c industries. \Y c can be quite 
~ure that, if those bonu·ocs \VOTe granted, 
they \\Ould he giYcn to the men who put thr; 
c-.sh behind the Opposition to enable them to 
fight their oledion campaign. The action of 
the Opposition in that regard can be quite 
uuderstood. 

\Ve aL;o have a section of the Nationalist 
Party controlling a public function somewhat 
si1nilae in character to ParlianH~nt-nanlCly, 
the Brisbauc Cit· Council. I remember 
on the occasion of the searnen' s strike one of 
our prominent ecclesiastics exprc•,,sing the 
opinion that he believed in the sanctity of 
the contract~that, irrespective of what the 
position of the men was, if a contract were 
entered into, it must bo upheld and main­
tained. When the Brisbane City Council 
took o,·,cr the functions of the .i\1ctropolitan 
Water Supply and Sewerage Board, they 
found a contract existing as to the rate of 
wag·es to be paid to the rnmr employed oy 
the board, and almost immediately they 
their utmost to break that contract by reduc­
ing wages. Yet we have had no one on the 
other side raising his voice and saying that 
he believes in the sanctity of the c,mtract, 
and that, irrespective of what the position 
was, the contract must be maintained and 
the wages specified under that contract paid. 

We also have in the Nationalist control of 
the Brisbane City Council evidence of 
their metho-d of finance. It was stated that 
the council intended to borrow £350,000 to 
carry on certain works. The following da:; 
a statement appeared in the press to the effect 
that this money ha-d already been taken by 
tlw council from reYenuf', and that the loan 
had to be floated in order to repay the money 
so taken. The council were sacking their 
employees continuously, thereby adding to 
unemployment. They would have continued 
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to add to the number of unemployPd haJ it 
not been for the fact that some of the leaders 
of the Opposition, realising the danger of 
that action to their party, got into touclt 
with the mavor and aldermen of the Bris­
bane City Council in order to stop further 
employees from being "sacked." (Oppositiou 
interruption.) 

J\Ir. KERR: That is not correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR PVBLTC WORKS: It is 
quite correct. 

Mr. BRUCE: If the story had boon told 
some time ago, one might bo charged v:ith 
romancing-, but, as the facts aro so recent, 
thev arc fresh in tho minds of even hon. 
me;nber, .and I therefore cannot be charged 
\vith rornancing. 

Mr. 'rAYLOR: You would say anything. 

l\lr. BRUCE: The attitude of the press Gn 
this matter was remarkable. \Ve had the 
statement made that £75,000 was to lJb bor­
t·owed in order to avoid the sacking of ±urther 
n1en. So far, ~o good; but the prc"~ subse­
quent!,· came out with another statement­
that the mavor was solvmg the unemployed 
position b:c ~borrowing £75.000 to maintain 
the services already existing. 

The TREAST7REH : Ho neYor borrowed the 
Inoney. 

1\Ir. BRGCE: The mayor. after throwing 
some hundreds of men upo11 the labour 
rnarkot, called a halt to further " saekings '' 
in the intero .ts of 1 he Opposition, and, there­
fore, of their political propaganda. 

The TREASC:REH: Ho did not borrow the 
monov. He went to the Commomyoalth Bank 
and got it on the guarantee of the Govern­
ment. (Opposition inh'r-ruption.) 

The CHAIR\L\~: Order ! I arn giving 
hon. n1crnbers a chance to quieten ·down, in 
order to giv(' the hon. member for Konnedy 
an opportunity to continue his speech. 

Mr. BRUC'E: I can quite understand that 
the mayor had to get the Government 
gurtrantee; bnt the point is that. he is mor:t­
gaging the assets of the people m the Ens­
banc area, which means that at a la.ter date 
there will be an increase in the rates to be 
paid by those people. The present Brisbane 
City Council has been in power for a short 
per.iod. Had the Labour Government bor­
rowed on a. pro rata bas1s, or had they 
expended on a basis comparable with that of 
the Brisbane Citv Council, wo \vould have 
been bankrupt years ago. (Opposition dis­
sent.) On the other hand, we have the hon. 
member for Enogg·cra saying that the. Go­
vernment should give a lead to the busmess 
people to create a spirit of optimism amongst 
them. I remember when the hon. member 
for Toombul made his maiden speooh in this 
House. After saving the usual things about 
being pleased to be here, etc., he finished up 
by saying that he thought it WOl~ld be better 
if three business men wore appomted to run 
the affe,irs oi the State. 

Mr. H. M. RussELr.: I said nothing of the 
sort. I do not believe in that either. 

Mr. BRUCE: I think that in this case the 
hon. member for Enoggera has a clearer per­
ception of the abi;ity of members of Parlia­
ment than the hon. member for Toombul; 
and I agree with him that politicians, through 
the method of selection, are able to formula.te 
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a policy for the business men. Where iR ~11 
this pessimism amongst the business men? 

Mr. KERR: It is over on your side amongst 
the 11on-businc,ss men. 

Mr. BRUCE: I meet quite a number of 
business people in the cotuse of my everyday 
peregrinations about the city, but I find 
none of these businees men who are taking 
up this attitude of pessimism. As a maHer 
·of fact, there is a buoyant tendency in busi­
lle"' throughout the State of Queensland. 

There is some difficulty owing to the policy 
of the banks, whose coffers are bursting with 
cash, but who are trying to -create a -;c<1re 
from the money point of view by refusing to 
lend money at reasonable rates of interest 
when it is required to carry on business. 
(Opposition dissent.) Hon. members on dw 
other side are suggesting tha.t we &hould go 
on the loan market and borrow large 'urns of 
money in mdcr to create a false prosp.Jrity 
in Quoc>nsland. If the moneys alreadv avail­
able in the banks of Australia were l~sed for 
the purpose for which it is placed in the 
ba,nks, there would be no nece,sity to borro··v 
any moucy overseas, becawso there nre a1nplo 
liquid funds available in Australia to carry 
on the dm·olopmPnt of the country if th~s·, 
funds are propcrl3~ used. 

Mr. SIZER: \Yhy do you uot do it? 
The TnEASCHER: \Ye arc spending millions 

·Of lo>1n money each year. 

1\Ir. BRCCE: There has bc(•n a.n .•xpendi­
tnre of £4.500,000 of loan money this year, 
a fact of wh1eh hon. members opposite should 
be aware. Yet on top of that they sngo;est 
that we should again go on the loan market 
aucl borro-w 1nore rr1oncy in order LO crt:atn 
an era of fa.lse prosperity. There jg rFJ doubt 
in the minds of members here--nwn who 
understand business-that in the cou:Hry 
electorates particularly the banks ttre 11ot 
using their money for the purpose for which 
it. was deposited-that they are asking exor­
bitant rates of mterest and calling for 
excessive guarantee,.; ~.~·hen loan u1o11ey ~~ 
asked for. \"\"hen money is reqnir~d ar par­
ticular hmes m order to be of the grcatesc 
Yalue to industry-particularly primary 
industry-the banks refuse to lend that 
money. 

Mr. Srzm: \Vhat is wrong with the Agl'i­
cultural Bank? 

Mr. BRCCE: The Agricultural Bank is 
lending large sums of money a.t a rate of 
intercc.t which is practically 50 per c0nt. :e.'s 
than that charged by private banks. It will 
be apprceciated that the Governnwnt ha,-e m 
turn to get money from banking) insurance, 
or other similar concerns, and that the C~o­
vernment ca..nnot continue to bon·ovv' TI10Dt~\' 
to an unlimited extent at 6 pet cent. an(l 
make it available to people at 5 per cent. l'o 
do that to an unlimited extent would be th" 
surest way to ruin this State. It is a P''''aliar 
thing that, while members of the Oppo,ihon 
are opposed to State enterprises of a.ny kind, 
they are not opposed to the Governmu1t 
giving money to private men to squander <i.lld 
do whatever they like with it whenever they 
like. 

Mr. KERH: \Yhen did we advocate thao:? 

:VIr. BRUCE: The hon. member for 
Enoggera stated in his speech that, if they 
>Yere on these benches, they would lend 
money to private enterprise in the shape of 
bonuses to carry on enterprises. I hope the 
time is far distant when our Government 
will act on such a policy as that. 

Mr. DEACO~ (Cunningham): I cannot 
help commenti'ng on the inconsistency and 
inaccnracy of the speech of the hon. member 
who ha3 just resumed his scat. He has 
endeayoured to fasten upon this party the 
ch<trge that we ad.-ocated the cutting down 
of wages. As a matter of fact, at a Labour 
conference the hon. member voted for a 
rc·duction of wages. I have seen the list, 
so I know that that is true. Ho is known 
a~ a ''\vage reducer.'' 

Mr. BRCCB: You arc speaking of Stanley 
Brnce of Mc>lbourne. 

:VIr. DEACO:'\ : I am speaking of the hon. 
nJernber for Konnody. He knows very well 
that he voted for a reduction of wages at a 
Labour confPrencc. He cannot got a,way 
from his past. 

Mr. BnccE: That is a deliberate lir. 
Opposition interjections. 

The CHAIHMA~: Order ! Order ! 
2\lr. KERH: \Vithdraw it! 

The CHAIR;1,1A~ : Order ! I ask the hon. 
ml·mbor for Kennedy to withdraw. 

Mr. BRl'CE: I withdraw. 

Tho CHAIRMAN : I warn the hon. 
member fot· Enoggora to obey my call to 
order and cease interrupting. 

l\T r. DE~\.COJ\i : \Yhen we come to talk 
about cutting down wages, it is only fair to 
state what. tl!e Government are doing at the 
lll'f'~cnt t1Inc. They art' getting men to pool 
tlJcir vvork, and that rr1eans a reduction of 
wages. They are putting them on short 
time in tho Railway Department whore 
possible. That is rpducing wages. They 
are doi'ng it ; yet they have the brazen 
eJFrontery to talk as though we were 
advocating it, and as though we were doing 
it. \Y c arc doing nothing of the kind. 

The hon. member made another statement 
that is absolutely inaccurate, and I am 
surprised at the hon. membPr not knowing 
better. lie said the Agricultural Bank was 
lendiug money at 50 per cent. below the 
nctl, chargL'd by private banks. The hon. 
l!H'mhcr knows that the Agricultural Bank 
is lending money at 6 per cent., and he 
know~ he can get Inoney from the private 
lwnks at 7~ per cent. RealL.v he ought to 
go to school again. 

[ want now to deal with the speech 
delivered by tho Treasurer to-nig-ht. We 
cannot treat this Bill as a formal matter, 
as apvarcntl.v was the intention until the 
Treasurer m<tde his speech. The policy 
speech de1iYC'red by the Treasurer to-night 
is totally difl'l'l"l'nt from the policy speech 
.J,•li\"t'rrcl Lv hin1 lJPfOrf' the elections. The 
Tl'f)a ...;urpr·.., ·policy Uf\ laid down to~day is not 
a Labonr policv. It is not tho policy on 
whieh the Treasurer came into power; it 
i, not tho policy his party 'tand for. That 
is not the policy laid down at the late 
Towt"villc> Convention. vVe had something 
<"JtirP]y different from the 'Treasurer on this 
occa::uon. 

Ho has set out a policy >vhieh he says is 
the policy of the Government. He referred 
lo loan expenditure; and Wl' all recognise 
that he has got to the end of his tether in 
that respect. vYe mu't. all recognise that we 
r,rrve to go slow with rPl(ard to loan expendi­
ture. but it is not sufficient to stop there. 
Therf> are other problf'ms to deal with. 
Apparently the unemployment problem has 
to cut·e itself without any help from the 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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Treasurer. He has laid down the policy that 
he · is not going to spend any more loan 
monev than can be helped, and we cannot 
blam~ him for that; but ne must do other 
tloings besides. 

Mr. CARTER: Your colleagues do blame 
him. 

Mr. KERR: We blamed him in the past. 

Mr. DEACO:'-r: Not one of the speakers 
to·night has blamed the Treasurer for spend· 
ing loan money. We all know that he has 
got to thP end of his tether. The Govern· 
ment must deal with the present depres· 
sion in the State. They canrwt simply stand 
still, but must seek means to get out of the 
difficulty. The Goyermnent can assist pro. 
duction. .\!though it is only by increased 
production that we arc going to keep up our 
pro~perity, thP Treasurer never said a sjnglo 
word about that. He laid down the policv 
which the Government intend to put forward 
at the next election. The Treasurer must 
aesist production. but apparently he is not 
going to do so. There are things which arc 
harrqwring production which will have· io be 
remoyed. 

Th., TnK\SrREH: V\'c arc finding monf'y to 
;mild wheat sheds in your electomte, and 
monc"· to build peanut oilos in the ;:\; anango 
cicctorate. 

.Mr. EnwAHDS: The farmers have to pay. 

The TREAScHER: Of course thov have; but 
we arc finding the money. " 

2\Ir. DEACO:'-r: The Government must go 
further than that. It is no use building 
ohcds if we a re not going to have them 
filled, and, if we are going to place restric­
tiOns on the people who have to fill them 
which prevent them from producing sufficient 
to do so. \Ve must go further, an~! we want 
the Treasurer to admit that. Ho should go 
'cry much further than just simply cutting 
down loan expenditm·e and lending a few 
pounds here and there, That is quite insuffi­
eient. The introduction of the 44·hour week 
\vas a restriction on agriculture. The 
Treasure!: is n.ot going !o Rce any great 
jJrogrE>ss m agriculture wllllc that restriction 
continues. 

The SECRETAHY FOH LAnouR AND INDUSTI<Y · 
What should the hours be-fifty? · 

Mr. DEACOX: Leave the hours alone. 
I learned my business of farming and I know 
that sometimf's in farming op~rations you 
ha vc to work more than forty.four hours or 
v.ou coulcl not get the work done; and some­
times you may have a whole week when it is 
too wet to do anything. 

A GOVERNMENT MEllfBEH: Can't you put 
them at a different job? 

Mr. DEACON: That interjection shows 
w·hcre the trouble is with the Government. 
Not one of them is a practical farmer. Thev 
have never had any experience at it and 
they will not listen to any man who ha~ been 
in the game and knows lt. They would not 

even listen to a working man 
[7,30 p.m.J who had been working as a 

farmer. Those who do know 
farm!nfl' know that it is impossible to place 
restnchons on hours. There is not going 
to be any in_crease in production along that 
!me, so that 1s one of the obstacles that ought 
to be removed. So far as wages are con­
cerned, even if the rates are fixed by the 
Board of Trade and Arbitration-and I 
have no fault to find with the wages-you 

[Mr. Deacon. 

are no further forward, because, if you fix 
the hours, you cannot carry on the farming 
ii1dustry. Instead of the Government being 
able to give the unemployed some little hope 
when they toll them that they cannot spend 
::tny more money in giving work themselves 
by pointing out that there is going to be 
expansion somewhere else, they are doing 
nothing to give relief. All these thin<>'s are 
hindering expansion. 'fhe Governme;;'t are 
at a dead·end. 

A GOVEHNMENT MEli!BER: What is the 
Opposition's policy? 

Mr. DEACOX: Every Opposition member 
who has made a speech has stated clearly the 
policy of the Opposition. \Ve have not thrown 
ours overboard and taken on something that 
i-. neither Labour, Tory, nor Comn1unist; 
but simply a matter of waiting for oppor· 
tunity-of waiting for something to turn up. 

The country cannot stand still just because 
the Trea~urcr finds himself at a dead-end so 
far as loan money is concerned. The coun· 
try must progress and you have to develop 
thP industries we haye got. 

The THEASUHER: We are doing it. 

Mr. DEACON: They are not doing it. 

The TREASBRER: They ha Ye. done a great 
deal in your district while they· have been 
in power. 

Mr. DEACO:'-r: :'-Jo. The other day we 
were discussing a Bill dealing with the super 
land tax. I am not going to deal with that 
now, but there is one way in which the 
Go\'ernment could give encouragement to 
men to cultivate land-by r<?moving culti­
vated land from the tax. There is no encour­
agement at present, with the result that the 
Government are bringing that land down to 
grass value and letting it be used for grazing 
purposes. I suppose I am getting nearly out 
of order; but things like this could be done 
to help the industries we haYe. We must 
help those industries that need help. It is 
uo use thinking of other industries than 
primary industries, because we have lost the 
opportunity of getting manufacturing indus­
tries going in Queensland. They are estab­
lished in the South, and it is very difficult 
to establish secondary industries here when 
you haYe the same class of industry estab­
lis-hed a<'ross the border with a big market. 
Whatever opportunity we had of establish­
ing manufacturing industric' has gone, and 
we must do our utmost to encourage· primary 
industries; but for that purpose the policy 
of the Treasurer and his party is absolutely 
hopeless. They do not recognise the need 
for doing these things. They offer to do 
something, but they do not try it. To-day 
the Government denied that they had guaran. 
teed a price for maize, but they made that 
guarantee prior to the election, and have 
done nothing since. I do not say that they 
could guarantee a price for maize, because 
it would be an impossibility, but they could 
do something to help the maizegrowers. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: What do you suggest? 

Mr. DEACON: l\Iv suggestion is contained 
in a speech I made the other day and which 
now appears in "Hansard," and I advise the 
hon. member to read it. The Treasurer has 
made promises so often th:;ct he intends to 
do certain things that I do not know now 
whether he means what he says. I really do 
not believe that he means what he says. It 
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is impossible for me to believe him, a mem­
ber .of a Labour Government, consisting of 
repfesentativos elected by working men, some 
of them Communists, some of thorn genuine 
Labour, and some out-and-out Tories, who 
would not be at home on our front bench 
because they would be too Tory to be of any 
use to us. (Laughter.) 

The TREASURER : You a-dmit that the front 
Opposition bench is where the Tories are? 

Mr. DEACON: We could not permit one 
from the other side--one equal to t·he old­
time Tory pure merino-to be on the front 
bench on our side of the Chamber. \Ve could 
not think of allowing the Treasurer to sit on 
the front bench on our side. 

The TREASURER: Is that why you have the 
hon. member for Oxley there'! 

Mr. DEACO-"': If the Treasurer really 
meant what he said to-night, and that is 
really his policY, we shall have to place him 
with the hon. member for Oxley. There is 
nothing else for him. The Treasurer did not 
intend to carry out the promises he made at 
the laet election. He found it impoesible. 
No\v he creatf's a similar position h:v sug­
gesting something that is impossible and hope­
less. If he does mean it, then it is a dis­
grace to himself and his colleagues simply 
to stand on the policy and confess that 
circumstances are too 1nuch for thetn. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Macka!J): It is 
somewhat interesting to follow the speeches 
of hon. members opposite, particularly since 
this Bill came before this Chamber. During 
the past few days, and particularly during 
to-day, hon. members opposite havo declaimed 
<~t considerable length about the iniquity of 
the loan expenditure of the Government. 
They pointe-d to this, that, and the next 
t,~ing, which theo:, claimed had brought about 
<11sastcr to the State; and, if there is one 
point of agreement at all in the speeches of 
hon. memhPrs opposite, it was that the State 
had reached the position that thev said it 
was in as a result of exce,,sive loan' expendi­
ture. 

Mr. KERR: \Vastcful expenditure. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
To-night we find hon. members making a 
double shuflle. They say that the difficulty 
has resulted from excessive loan expenditure; 
and, to remedy the position, the hon. member 
for Sandgate and the hon. member for Enog­
gera and those who support them say that it 
can be remedied by increasing the amount 
of loan expenditure anticipated by this 
Government for the present financial year. 
They may _int,,rject that they did not say 
that; bnt, If then words conveyed anything 
to a person with a log-ical mind, that is the 
meamng they conveyed. 

Let rne review the position. Thev are 
endeavouring to lead people to believe th t 
unemployment is due to the action of this 
Government in curtailing loan expenditure 
and they definitely recommend that the cas!; 
balances to the 'credit of the Loan Fund 
Account be immediately spent on various 
kinds of nebulous utilities which are more or 
less loft in an indefinite state. 

Everyone knows that the great bulk of the 
unemployed were employees of private enter­
prise. A considerable number of the unem­
ployed in Brisbane are shop assistants, 
clerical employees, and so forth, who have 

never followed public works, and who have 
not been trained in that class of calling. As 
a matter of fact, while denouncing public 
enterprise and boosting private enterprise 
they say in effect that, in order to solve th~ 
position created by private enterprise, the 
Government should start public works, 
thereby admitting to some extent the break­
ing down of the chief part of their policy. 
I want to say definitely th>tt the Government 
in connection with loan expenditure are 
carrying on the affairs of government within 
ihe capacity of the people to pay. There 
has been no diminution of Government 
<'mployment; and the funds at our disposal 
have to be spread over the whole twelve 
months of the financial year. 'vVe must, 
therefore, provide funds to carry on to the end 
of that year. Here we have the hon. member 
for Enog-gera, supported by his opponent for 
the "whipship''-·-the hon. member for Sand­
gate-advocating that the funds at credit of 
the Loan Fund be immediately spent, without 
regard at all to the fact that it is still early 
i:1 the financi,ll year, and that any wise 
Government naturally ration the money at 
their dispo>al throughout the whole of the 
financial year. At the present time the 
G-ov('rnmcnt ha:rc as 1uany men in their 
employment as they have had at any period 
in nonnal conditions. Loan expenditure is 
dcliheratclv al:ocatcd for such classes of work 
a> provide. the major amount of employment 
to labour. In addition to that, circulars ha'Ce 
been issued to a 11 local authorities pointing 
out that preference will be given to that 
class of local authority loan work which 
give~ the rr1axin:um n'i nrn to labour. Those 
a re the facts of the position, which should be 
clcarlv known to cverv hon. member of this 
Cham'bee. Hon. memlwrs oppo,ito wish the 
Government to dissipate their funds dul'ing 
the early part of the financial vear with a 
Yicw to crcatilJO' oTcatcr diffiru1tics Iatcr on 
in the year. Tl~at is th<• position as I under­
si and it. The Governmpnt in the Federal 
sphere, which hon. members opposite sup­
port very strong·ly, have caused a great deal 
of unomploynl<'nt. 'l'hPy closed down_ opera­
tions on the Kyogle line, thus throwmg out 
of work laege numbers of men. It was this 
GoY{'rnmcnt who carne to the rescue and 
enabled that work to be carried on, thus 
giving- re-employment to large numbers of 
l11Cll. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTORE: 
In addition to that, we have as many men 
employed on main roads and public worb 
generally as the Government have ever had 
under normal conditions. 

On the ono hand !he Opposition depict a 
very gloomy picture of the position of _indus­
trv in this State, which they say 1s the 
logical result of cn:ccssivo expenditure by this 
Government. Then, on the other hand, they 
sug~:cst as a r<•medy for that gloomy state 
of affairs--which exists only in their own 
imagination-that we indulge in !further 
t'xpenditurc of funds over and above the 
commitments that have to be met. Anyone 
who knows an;vthing at all about the public 
funds realises that the balances we have at 
t ho commcncomont of tho financial vear are 
only adequate to carry on the normal work 
of the Govornment. :More money than that 
will be spPnt during the financial year, and 
more mon.w will have to be raised How 
hon. nwmbr•rs opposite would gloat at the 
idea of the GovNnment being short of 

Ilon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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funds during that period of the year when 
seasonal inrlustrics hav0 closed down. As 
a matter of fact, for years past the Govorn­
lllCJJt have laid down dermitely the polic,v 
that, so far as is humanly possible, public 
works will be carried on during that period 
of tho yollr when men are not usually 
t·equircd for other works. 

Hon. rncmht•rs opposite have also endea­
voured to debate what they v.·ould do under 
similar conditions. 1They, of course, may 
derive sorno pleasure fron1 engaging in that 
form of sp<eoulation, >vhich may occupy the 
time of people who ha vo nothing else to 
do. They know full >Yell that, so far as 
any proposals they put forward are con­
ccnwd, they will never have 1ho oppor· 
tunity of c·~po:~ing t.heir absurdity, inasmuch 
a' they will never have the opportunity of 
giving effeot to them. But we arc entitled 
t<J judge what the Oppo··ition Y\'ould do by 
'vhat they have done under similar circum­
stances in ether States of the Commonwealth. 
\Ye know the spcech<'s that were made in 
New South vVales bv Nationalist candidates 
at the la·Jt election "there. The daily press 
of 1\ic'w South \'Vale's supported the Bavin 
party along- certain lim,s of policy. ·what 
ha,; rcsultcc1? T~nemployrnent is far greater 
than it is in Qnoensland-(Opposition dis­
sent'--despite the ob,-ions advantages <Jf 
greater dcn~lopnlC'Dt and greater economic 
expansion in the past. Evervone realises 
that the pooition in New South.Wales under 
a Tory Government-, COUlpO~ed of men of the 
sanw political idceas as hon. members oppo­
site. is such that there is more distress and 
poverty there than there has been for many 
year-, p:~st. In addition to that, they have 
sought to hnposc conditions on the people 
that arc spbversiv<: of a policy calculated 
to pronwto human mterests. Only last week 
the Premier of N P;W. South ·wales, in reply 
to a dPpntatwn, mttmatcd the desirabilitv 
cf breaking down award conditions and 
"\Yagcs. 

Then in Sonth Australia, which is the 
most hc>tvily taxed State in the Common­
wealth, thousands of men directly controlled 
bv the Go,:ernment have been thr<Jwn out 
of cmplovmcnt. As a matter of fact the 
GoYPrnm(~nt there have on n1anv oc0~sions 
refn<t•d CV!)fl to give effect to aWards of the 
,J.rbitration Court. 

Sumrn<>d up, it can be said with everv 
dC'c:rcc of aceuraov that if there is anything 
at .all in the cas~ of the Oppositwn, their 
pollc? can only ~e carried out by attacking 
the condthons whtoh the workers have gained 
as the rC'sult-of years of sacrifice and vears 
of labour organication. They may repudi­
ate as much as thC'y 1ike the speeches of 
the hon. member for Oxlcy, but he, at least, 
is honest enough to say in the course of his 
speccho, what all hon. members opposite 
actuallv t~ink . and know they would give 
c·ffect to, 1£ gJYen the opportunity. 

OPPOSITION JI.!E:I!BERS : That is not right. 

That is the position in its enti·reh. If 
they ar.e going to decrease taxation: i.f they 
are gomg to do this, that and the other 
thing. then how is it going 'to be done ? It 
can only be done by shifting the burden to 
shoulders other than those who bear it at 
the present time. In South Australia on the 
lower. sca~es of income they have the heaviest 
taxatwn m the Commonwealth of Australia 
-a poll tax which everyone on £2 a week and 
21 years of age, both male and female. has 
~p~ ' 

[Hon. W. Forgan Srnith. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Caused by a Labour Gov­
crnrncnt. 

'1'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTu-'RE: 
Because of conditions brought about by a 
Go.-ernment comprised of members who 
hold similar political views to members 
opposite-not by the Labour Pa'l'ty, as sug­
gested bv the hon. member for MU1·illa-but 
by ]\fr. ·Butler, Leader of the Nationalist 
Partv, supported and composed of men of 
politic,;! ideas similar to those of the hon, 
tnernber. 

·with regard to loan expenditure gencr­
allv, cvcr:c'one must realise that the capacity 
of the State to pay decides the amount 
which it is reasonable to expend. Everyone 
realises that; and all Go.-ernments of what­
eYer political complexion have been guilty 
of spending public funds on purposes which 
are not returning intcrut to-day. Local 
authorities of various kinds have engaged in 
loan expenditure, which, in many instances, 
is not represented by any tangible asset 
to-da...-. The attitude taken up general!:' by 
members opposite when they were in power 
was, that, while the money was being spent. 
their friends got the advantage of such 
expenditure. If it was a sucless, good and 
well: if not, it was ,,omcthing that was 
passed on. Any Government having the 
interests of the JlPOp]e at heart must realise 
that that state of affairs cannot be alowed 
to continue. It is in the interests of the 
people that our policv is devi.;ed. and, inas­
nlueh as \">TE~ shall be i~1 po,ver for a consider­
able number of vears to cornc, and inasrnuch 
as the welfare ~md prosperity of the State 
is our chief concern, we arc seeing to it that 
our expenditure is along channels tlutt >vill 
increase the capacity of the State to pay 
interest, incrcasn general developrnent, 
develop and foster our resources, increase 
production, and extend various enterprises. 

The hon. member for Cunning-ham had 
scmething- to say ab)nt the maize industry. 
rj bp IDC':llbl"'l'S opposite have a YCry loose Way 

of dealing with foch. lt might be said of 
eomc of them th~t they show a complete 
cont~""'ml't on man~· oct:a,~ion':. for the value of 
truth They arc in th0 habit of making 
statements in the hope that they will stick. 
1f they are caught up. t.hey make another 
misstatement, and endeavour to keep us 
follo ring it up. 

The Leaner of the Opposition stated that 
I had written a pamphlet in which I advo· 
catcd and declared the GovernmPnt policy 
to be a !ixed and guaranteed price for maize. 
I challenged them to produce that document. 
Thev >YOre unable to do so. I had written 
no s·uch article. Then they said someone else 
had done it. and it was just the same. They 
cannot get a>vay with it in that fashion. The 
pitmphlet they rcferrc·d to was No. 14, pre­
pared by a very c1.pable rotnmittee~rncn 
who understand the needs of the State, men 
who understand the importance of de.-clop­
mPnt. Amongst other things in that policy 
was thi-.. ~tatemcnt: " 'The GoYernment is 
collaborating with this organisation"-that 
is thP Council of Agrjculture-"in carrying 
out the following important proposals-

" water supply for settlers, fodder con­
servation, a Queensland maize pool, a 
guaranteed price for maize.'' 

(Opposition laughter.) I can hear the 
cachinnations of the lwn. member for Carnar­
von in this connection. He always reminds 
me of an elementary lesson I received years 
ago on horticulture, that a plant or vegetable 
w hi eh puts forth a long stalk has very seldom 
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nmch head. (Laughter.) I always think of 
that when the hon. member for Carnarvon 
ir,terjects in this Chamber. Another valuable 
statement in connection with those proposals 
is t11is--

" .·\ pool for the maize industry for 
Southern Queensland, with a three years' 
guaranteed price for maize, conditionally 
upon the Commonwealth Government 
placing an cmhargo against the importa­
tion of black-grown maize into Australia: 
maize storage facilities to be provided 
subject to the scnne provisions." 

Yt would bee quite prO)ler and cffectiw• under 
these conditions to give a guaranteed price 
for waizf'. jnst as \Ye gav0 a guaranteed price 
for sugar. Hon. mPmbcrs opposite have 
nothing· aga]nst ihQ GoYernn1ent in regard 
to the quotation from the pamphlets I havo 
alluded to. 

I wish also to draw attention t[} the attitude 
of hon. rne111bns opposite, some of them 
claiming that they are the friends of the 
farn1cr~ and support co~operative organisa­
tion. What did they do during the recent 
waizc pool negotiations? I make the definite 
shtemcnt that. i£ a State-wide maize pool 
existed at the present time, there would bo 
ls. a bu,hel at least extra gain to the maize 
grower;-;. Circu]urs were r::ent out ·which I 
read out in this I-Iouse on a previous occasion 
to storckeccrwrs asking the1n to exert 
cconmnic pressure against the farn1er. Only 
one pap<'r in Dri-bane published that circular. 
I hn\·p 'la tutory declerations made bv farmers 
about the pror;a.ganda that. went on~ in rural 
districts, and the hon. member for Nanango, 
who was interjecting a few minutes ago that 
tho CoYcrnlnPnt did not dQsCrYe any credit 
at all for their support of the peanut indus­
tl'5'• "'"' carpeted in his own electorate oYer 
tbo milk-and-,,-ater attitude of tho Opposi­
tion wilh ro"ard to these• no.Jls. He was told 
Yery definitch· by rcprr•oontativc.o of the 
farmers thal they wcrc beginning to be alive 
to tl:is method of the Opposition of giving 
lir1 scrYicc to co·opcrativc organisations but 
~tanding idly b:- "·hen the full and undivided 
forces of the c-x;Jloiters in the community 
\YCl'P turned against the fanners' endeavours 
to organise their industry in their own vvay. 
I'vi<'illbers of the Opposition generally repre­
:wnt. the Yc-:tcrl i11tcre.sts ill this conununity. 
Their actual and truthful mouthpiece in this 
Honsc is thP hon. member for Oxlcv. Their 
desire in this Chamber is to co;;trol the 
GovcJ'Dl110nt and the country in such a \YHY 
as to undermine and do a'~av with all the 
advantagH that Labour has given to people 
a·· the result of years of organisation; to 
reduce .taxation in the interests of the wealthy 
section of the community and impose it on 
the lower-paid section of the people, as their 
colleagues in South Australia have done; to 
relieve the difficulties by increasing the hours 
of labour, doing away with overtime con­
ditions, and going back to what they cal[ 
the conditions of prosperity that existed in 
1914, when they were able to make surpluses 
at tho expense of the men engaged in these 
cnterr,riscs. 'I'he Government will continue 
their policv. \Ve spread our loan expenditure 
over the ,;hole of the financial year, and we 
are not going to be rushed into any ill­
advised policy simply because of the agitation 
of hon. members opposite. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

At 8 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions 
of the Sessional Order agreed to by the 

House on 26th July, I shall now put the 
qu0s6on on the clause under consideration 
and on the rem:1ining clauses and the pre­
" mblc of the Bill. 

Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clauses 2, 3, and 4 and preamble agreed to. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported the Bill without 

amendment. 

THIRD READING. 
The TREASURER (Hon. W. McCormack, 

Cairns) : I beg to move-
" That the Bill be now read a third 

time." 
Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 8.3 p.m. 




